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The  Call  of  the  Centuries 


BY  DR.  W.  F.  WATERS 


Comes  a  call  across  the  centuries, 
Ringing  still,  but  soft  and  clear. 
As  when  first  it  broke  in  music 
On  the  Galilean  air. 
Whosoe’er’d  be  my  disciple, 
Whosoe’er’d  be  safe  and  free. 
Must  deny  himself,  and  daily 
Take  the  cross  and  follow  Me. 


Would  ye  choose  the  Christ  to  follow. 
Sit  ye  down  and  count  the  cost ; 
Beast  and  bird  hath  each  its  dwelling. 
But  the  Son  of  Man  no  host. 

You  will  feel  the  world  unfriendly, 

You  will  find  the  flesh  your  foe. 

Ere  you  start  His  steps  to  follow, 

You  would  best  this  truth  to  know. 


Ye  must  walk  and  never  weary. 

Ye  must  work  and  never  tire; 

Ye  must  trust  and  never  falter. 

Ye  must  bide  the  test  of  fire. 

Ye  must  love  when  hate  assails  you. 
Ye  must  hope  when  doubts  prevail ; 
Ye  must  to  the  end  continue. 

E’en  though  dearest  friends  forsake. 


Ye  must  go  into  the  garden 
Of  the  lone  Gethsemane, 

There  to  feel  the  pangs  of  trouble, 
And  to  pray  in  agony ; 

There  to  drink  the  cup  of  sorrow. 
And  to  learn  the  Father’s  will; 
How  to  walk  and  murmur  never. 
With  the  cross  to  Calvary’s  hill. 


But  you’ll  find  in  that  lone  garden 
.  Sweetest  fruits  and  fairest  flowers; 

You  will  sense  the  help  of  angels. 

And  you’ll  glimpse  the  glittering  towers 
Of  yon  heaven,  where  God,  the  Father, 
Fondly  waits  thee.  His  to  own. 

Where  thy  grief  breaks  into  gladness. 

And  thy  cross  becomes  a  crown. 
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Person^ind  General 

Its  lMpl^t)^atriculatian  day.  Drew 
y  registered  an  entering 
bringing  the  student  body 
three  hundred  persons. 

— Dr.  D.  S.  Selmore,  superintendent  of 
Gainesville  District,  Florida  Conference,  at 
the  recent  session  of  their  Grand  Lodge  was 
dected  Grand  Master  of  the  State  Grand 
Lodge  of  A.  F.  and  A.  Y.  Masons  of  Florida. 

■— Yhe  friends  of  Lee  Chaple,  Bryan,  Texas, 
will  rejoice  with  the  popular  steward  and 
C^istee,  Bro.  Tchu  Peterson,  whose  home 
was  visited  by  the  stork  on  Christmas  Eve 
and  left  a  beautiful  ten-pound  baby  girl. 
Father  and  mother  are  well  pleased. 

— file  Rev.  E.  Adolph  Haynes  preached  re- 
oently  at  the  St.  Daniels  Methodist  Episcopal 
^urch,  Chester,  Pa.,  and  at  Mother  Zoar 
Onirch,  Philadelphia,  to  the  delight  of  large 
ongregations.  Dr.  Haynes  is  one  of  Meth¬ 
odism’s  strong  leaders,  pastor  of  our  church 
at  Clarksburg,  W.  Va. 


— Dr.  J.  B.  F.  Shaw,  president  of  Haven 
Teachers’  College,  Meridian,  Miss.,  was  the 
weaker  representing  the  privately  supported  Louisiana  Confer"enc; 
Negro  schools  of  Mississippi  on  the  occasion 


sine  contains  also  “The  Ninety-five  Theses  of 
the  New  Reformation.”  A  copy  of  it  may  be 
had  by  sending  ten  cents  to  Room  12,  1709 
Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

— Attorney  L.  A.  Whipple,  of  Cochran,  Ga., 
in  a  letter  to  the  Thomas  Jefferscm  League, 
advises  the  South  to  desist  from  harang^g 
certain  sections  of  the  North  about  efforts 
to  nullify  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  as  long 
as  the  South  continues  its  nullification  of  the 
Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Amendments  by 
taking  the  ballot  from  the  Negro.  The  ethics 
of  the  South  are  rightly  open  to  ridicule  until 
she  removes  her  unetmcal  tactics  obstructing 
the  Negro  in  exercise  of  his  American  fran¬ 
chise. 

— Historical  Caddo  parish,  Louisiana,  is  forg¬ 
ing  forward  in  educational  matters.  The  new 
position  of  supervisor  of  colored  public 
schools  has  recently  been  created  and  Prof. 
J.  W.  Reddix,  former  principal  of  Mt.  Zion 
public  schools,  Shreveport,  has  been  appointed 
to  fill  the  position.  Superintendent  Reddix 
is  amply  qualified  for  his  new  post  and  his 
elevation  is  highly  appreciated  by  the  re-  , 
sponsible  citisens  of  the  parish.  He  is  a  ' 
brother  of  Dr.  B.  J.  Reddix,  the  resourceful 
superintenc^nt  of  Baton  Rouge  District, 


of  the  dedication  of  the  new  academic  building 
recently  completed  on  the  campus  of  Touga- 
loo  College,  Tougaloo,  Miss. 

— -In  Durham,  N.  C.,  besides  other  successful 
and  promising  Negro  business  enterprises, 
are  two  building  and  loan  associations  with 
assets  of  $250,000  and  $200,000,  respectively. 
The  latter,  organized  by  W.  G.  Pearson,  is 
tbe  first  reported  insurance  company  to  do 
a  bonding  business  among  Negroes. 

— ^Bishop  Matthew  W.  Clair  was  forced  by 
reason  of  pressing  engagements  in  the  States 
to  defer  his  departure  to  Africa  until  the 
first  of  January,  when,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Clair,  he  will  set  sail  for  Liberia  by  way  of 
floutbampton,  expecting  to  arrive  in  Mon¬ 
rovia  about  January  20.  On  January  27  he 
wiU  convene  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference 
ct  Grand  Cess. 

—President  Dogan,  of  Wiley  College,  has 
accepted  an  invitation  to  deliver  a  special 
address  before  an  organization  Of  white  social 
workers  next  spring  in  Houston,  Texas.  His 
subject  will  be  “Negro  Delinquency.”  This 
will  be  the  first  instance  of  the  kind  in  Texas 
where  a  colored  man  addresses  a  white  or¬ 
ganization  of  like  character.  It  should  have 
a  wholesome  effect  on  race  relations. 

— Proudly  two  Negro  medical  schools  now 
rank  in  the  “A”  class  of  the  standardizing 


— In  our  recent  visit  to  the  Pacific  Northwest, 
among  numerous  friends  and  outstanding 
church  leaders  we  enjoyed  the  happy  privi¬ 
lege  of  meeting  Dr.  H.  C.  Jennings,  veteran 
publishing  agent  of  the  church.  For  years 
Dr.  Jennings  was  senior  of  the  well-known 
Jennings  and  Graham  pair  of  Cincinnati,  after 
which  he  became  for  ten  years  general  pub¬ 
lishing  agent  at  New  York,  Cincinnati,-  and 
Chicago.  Because  of  impaired  health  he  re¬ 
tired,  and  because  of  tbe  merited  honor  in 
which  he  is  held  by  the  church,  was  elected 
unanimously  as  publishing  agent  emeritus, 
which  position  he  now  holds.  He  is  yet  very 
actively  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to 
Methodism  and  Christian  social  progress,  as 
his  presence  at  the  Portland  Area  Men’s 
Council  clearly  indicates. 

— “Why  Go  to  Clark?”  is  the  title  of  a 
brochure  industriously  compiled  by  Prof.  J. 
P.  Murchison,  of  Clark  University.  It  is  a 
useful  handbook  of  information  for  high- 
school  students.  It  tells  the  story,  in  com¬ 
pelling  form,  of  the  splendid  advantages 
Clark  offers  for  college  training,  In  its  Science 
Department,  Business  Department,  and  its 
entire  academic  curriculum.  A  paragraph 
from  the  “Foreword,”  written  by  President 
Davage,  shows  the  character  of  far-visioned 
leadership  which  Clark  happily  boasts  now: 
“To-day  more  than  ever  before  thousands  of 
doors  of  opportunity  are  swinging  wide  open. 


“Stewardship  for  All  of  Life.”  At  the  Invi¬ 
tation  of  the  Federation  of  Churches  and  of 
the  ministers  and  people  of  the  various '  re- 
lirions  commnnions  in  several  leading  citi« 
of  tbe  Northwest  and  of  the  Pacific  coast, 
the  United  Stewardship  Council  has  arranged 
a  very  unusual  series  of  Interdenominational 
conferences  for  the  month  of  January.  These 
conferences  will  open  with  a  two-days  meet¬ 
ing  in  Helena,  Mont.,  January  6  and  6,  and 
close  the  last  or  January  in  San  Francisco 
and  southern  California.  The  schedule  will 
be  as  follows:  Helena,  January  6,  6}  Butte, 
6,  7;  Spokane,  7,  8;  Seattle,  1»-17;  Sacra¬ 
mento,  20,  21;  San  Francisco,  22-24;  Fresno, 
27,  28,  and  Pasadena,  29-81.  Tbe  conferences 
will  be  participated  In  by  all  the  Protestant 
clergy  and  leading  religious  workers  of  the 
various  cities  included  in  the  itinerary. 

— From  Sunday,  December  5  to  December  19, 
inclusive.  Mother  Zoar  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  held  gala  festivities.  It  was  the  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  182d  year  of  the  organization 
of  that  historic  congregation.  Zoar  bears  the 
distinction  of  being  the  oldest  Negro  congre¬ 
gation  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  history  of  Mother  Zoar  is  unique.  She 
is  not  only  the  oldest  Negro  Methodist  Church 
in  the  world,  but  her  achievements  have  been 
marvelous.  The  organization  came  out  of 
the  Old  Saint  George  Methodist  Episcopal 
(white)  in  1794,  and  located  at  Fourth  and 
Brown  Streets.  There  the  church  grew  pros¬ 
perously  until  188^  when  it  moved  to  the 
present  site  at  Twelfth  and  Melon  Streets 
In  1897  it  was  rebuilt,  and  again  in  1926,  this 
time  a  community  hall  and  many  other  rooms 
were  added.  Zoar  has  several  times  enriched 
the  ministry  of  the  Delaware  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  with  some  of  her  best  sons.  Twelve 
churches  in  this  city  call  her  “Mother.” 
Preachers  and  notable  churchmen  whose 
presence  and  addresses  and  sermons  contrib¬ 
uted  to  the  success  of  the  occasion  were  the 
Revs.  R.  H.  Coleman,  J.  E.  Waters,  C.  T. 
Spence,  J.  L.  Larkin,  ll  S.  Perry,  J.  E.  Dunn, 
William  Goldsborough,  C.  S.  Briggs,  and 
Prof.  Carl  Diton,  musical  celebrity.  Dr.  W. 
L.  McDowell,  of  the  Home  Board,  graced  the 
occasion  with  a  sermon,  as  did  also  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Drs.  Pegavia  O’Connell,  of  Morgan 
College;  Robert  Herrington,  of  St.  George’s 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  D.  H.  Hargis, 
of  Haven  Memorial;  D.  W.  Henry,  of  Jones 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  W.  B.  Perry, 
of  John  Simmons  Memorial;  W.  J.  L.  Hughes, 
of  John  Wesley,  and  the  distinguished  Dr. 
C.  A.  Tindley,  pastor  of  Tindley  Temple 
(formerly  East  Calvary),  Philadelphia.  Con¬ 
jointly  Pastor  J.  T.  Fletcher  and  his  great 
congregation  deserve  unstinted  praise  for  the 
improvements  In  the  physical  plant  by  way 
of  larger  adaptation  to  the  needs  of  a  rapidly 


educational  agencies  of  the  country.  They  Opportunity  is  beckoning  to  youth  to  enter,  changing  community.  Resident  Bishop  Berry 
are  Meharry,  which  has  iust  concluded  most  only  the  prepared  are  permitted  to  pass  md  District  Superintendent  W.  C.  Thompson 
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successfully  its  semi-centennial  anniversary, 
and  Howard  Medical  School,  whose  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Pharmacy  has  just  announced  its 
rating,  being  elected  a  member  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Association  of  Colleges  of  Pharmacy. 

— Dr.  Frank  Mason  North  is  rated  as  one  of 
the  foremost  hymn  writers  of  the  Christian 
Church.  His  heroic  hymn,  written  for  the 
occasion,  was  read  at  the  unveiling  of  the 
Francis  Asbury  statue  on  the  campus  of  Drew 
Theological  Seminary.  It  is  a  vigorous, 
Stately,  rugged  epic  portraying  the  hero,  As¬ 
bury,  as  type  of  the  robust  Christian  minister 
and  his  spiritual  ministry  of  soul  winning 
for  the  present  day. 

— “If  any  of  you  have  Bible  dictionaries  or 
Foster’s  ‘Story  of  the  Bible’  or  Hurlbut’s 
‘Story  of  the  Bible’  or  concordances  or 
English  Testaments  and  Bibles  or  1924  Dis- 
dplines  or  Bunyan’s  ‘Pilgrim’s  Progress'  or 
Berean  Leaf  Clusters  you  can  spare,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  receive  them  by  mail  for  the  pastor- 
teachers  in  training  at  Hartzell  Institute,” 
writes  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Greeley,  missionary  at 
Old  Umtali,  Rhodesia,  Africa. 

— ^An  article  of  more  than  pasing  interest  to 
Vethodist  ministers,  written  by  the  Rev.  How- 
erd  E.  Hand,  appears  in  the  December  issue 
(rf  The  CaU  To  the  Colors,  organ  of  the  Meth- 
League  for  Faith  and  Life.  Title  of 
'  the  article  Is  “The  Virgin  Birth.”  The  maga- 


through.”  The  booklet  is  richly  illustrated 
and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  aspiring 
youth. 

— Under  its  Department  of  Church  Admin¬ 
istration,  Garrett  Biblical  Institute  is  giving 
during  the.  winter  quarter  a  co-operative 
course  of  study  and  discussion  centering 
around  the  personal  and  professional  prob¬ 
lems  and  responsibilities  of  the  minister. 
“The  Minister — in  His  Study,  His  Church, 
and  His  Community^’  is  the  general  theme. 
On  January  4-7  Bishop  Hughes  delivers  the 
initial  lecture  of  the  series  on  “The  Minister, 
His  Personal  Character  and  Conduct.”  Other 
subjects  bv  various  ministers  are  “The  Min¬ 
ister  in  rtis  Study,”  “The  Minister  in  the 
Pulpit,”  “The  Minister  and  Church  Organi¬ 
zations,”  “The  Minister  and  the  Community,” 
“The  Minister  as  Pastor,”  “The  Minister  as 
an  Executive,”  “The  Minister  as  Director  of 
Publicity,”  “The  Minister  as  a  Builder  of 
New  Churches,”  “The  Minister  and  Church 
Finance,”  “The  Minister  and  the  Use  of  the 
Ritual.” 

— For  the  third  consecutive  time.  Dr.  Luther 
E.  Lovejoy  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
United  Stewardship  Council  of  the  Protestant 
Churches  of  America  and  Canada.  Dr.  Love- 
joy  is  also  secretary  of  the  Department  of 
Christian  Stewardship  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and  author  of  one  of  the  best 
known  books  on  the  general  subject,  entitled 


are  elated  over  the  progress  made. 
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Law  and  Order 


SPEAKING  at  a  law  and  order  rally  in  the  Cal¬ 
vary  Baptist  Church  of  New  York  City  the  other 
day,  Congressman  William  D.  Upshaw,  of  Georgia, 
assailed  the  city  of  New  York  as  a  center  of  vice  and 
immorality,  and  charged  the  State  as  having  seceded 
morally  and  constitutionally  from  the  Union.  Mr.  Up¬ 
shaw’s  accustomed  frothing  and  typical  Southern  rav¬ 
ing  and  rambling  was  occasioned  ostensibly  by  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  recent  New  York  elections  by  which  that 
State,  by  open  and  orderly  vote,  elected  to  request  a 
national  referendum  on  the  prohibition  issue.  The  total 
vote  on  this  question  in  the  State  was  1,666,227  affirm¬ 
ative  ballots  against  525,000  negative  ones,  or  a  majority 
of  more  than  three  to  one  favoring  modification  of  the 
present  prohibition  law. 

“If  New  York  gets  justice  in  the  eyes  of  at  least 
*orty-five  sister  States  with  whom  she  has  broken  faith, 
she  stands  convicted,  not  only  by  her  own  confession,  but 
by  her  own  defiant  declaration  as  reveling  in  a  state  of 
moral  and  constitutional  secession,”  he  said,  adding  to 
this  declaration  the  statement  that  the  only  thing  worse 
than  modification  or  repeal  is  nullification. 

Knowing  Congressman  Upshaw  personally  as  a 
former  fellow  townsman  as  we  do;  acquainted  with  his 
penchant  for  the  spectacular,  especially  for  verbal  pyro¬ 
technics,  we  should  be  inclined  to  pass  by  his  swan-song 
spurt  but  for  reason  of  the  moral  blindness  he  displays 
and  the  unchristian  inconsistency  of  his  whole  church  and 
political  career.  For  he  speaks  as  representative  offi¬ 
cially  of  a  large  geographical  area  of  this  country,  and 
as  the  elected  mouthpiece  of  Southern  politics,  is  making 
vocal  the  thought  of  the  South.  His  preachments  against 
New  York  are  equivalent  to  an  indictment  by  the  South 
of  the  ethical  quality  of  the  conduct  of  New  York  City 
and  New  York  State,  as  though  his  section  were  better 
ian  New  York. 

His  language  is  colorful  and  bold.  But  it  inevitably 
throws  our  reflection  back  to  those  days  when  the  section 
of  which  he  is  spokesman  gave  the  nation  its  greatest 
concern  over  obstreperous  States.  Mr.  Upshaw’s  South¬ 
ern  States,  history  records,  were  the  first  of  our  Republic 
to  evince  the  brazonry  of  “States’  rights”  to  secede  from 
the  Union  constitutionally.  And  they  did  so  in  order 
the  better  to  perpetuate  the  most  immoral  traffic,  that 
of  selling  and  enslaving  human  beings,  known  in  the  cate¬ 
gories  of  social  conduct.  Mr.  Upshaw’s  section  were  the 
pioneer  States  of  the  Union  in  the  little,  peevish  business 
of  seceding  from  that  Union.  It  ill  becomes  him  to  be 
pointing  the  South’s  holier-than-thou  finger  at  New 
York.  If,  as  Congressman  Upshaw  charges.  New  York 
has  broken  faith  with  her  sister  States,  it  was  not  by 
meitns  of  an  open  physical  rebellion  of  shot  and  shell ;  it 
was  rather  an  honest  opinion  of  a  free  people  expressing 
|their  choice  in  an  open  and  free  exercise  of  their  sov- 
P^reign  ballots,  which  every  citizen  of  this  country  is  con¬ 
stitutionally  privileged  to  do — except  the  black  millions 
living  in  Mr.  Upshaw’s  innocent,  self-glorifying  South¬ 
land — without  harm  to  the  Union. 


New  York’s  moral  secession,  of  which  the  Southern 
congressman  complains,  is  to  some' people  far  more  tol¬ 
erable  and  justifiable  than  that  still  more  obviously  rank 
moral  injustice  by  which  the  South  robs  the  Negro  of 
his  citizenship  privileges  bestowed  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and 
fifteenth  amendments  thereto.  When  Congressman  Up¬ 
shaw’s  Southern  States  by  their  own  constitutional  enact¬ 
ment  seceded  from  the  Union,  the  considerate  judgment 
of  the  majority  of  people  of  this  nation,  expressed  in 
the  acts  of  the  national  Congress,  granted  these  rebel 
States  permission  to  set  up  their  provisional,  afterward 
regular  State  governments,  on  condition  that  these  States 
ratify  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth  amend¬ 
ments  and — that  they  would  never  again  limit  the  fran¬ 
chise.  We  ask  Mr.  Upshaw  if  his  section,  long  on  the 
prohibition  issue  and  short  on  the  civil  rights  issue,  has 
kept  faith  with  those  sister  States  where  the  Negro  citi¬ 
zen  votes  unmolested;  has  the  South  kept  faith  with  the 
framers  of  our  Constitution ;  with  the  spirit  of  American 
institutions;  with  the  Negro  millions  whom  she  intimi¬ 
dates  and  dominates  by  reason  of  mere  numbers?  No! 
The  South  has  not  kept  faith,  and  Congressman  Upshaw 
knows  it,  and  yet  he  speaks  of  the  “clashing  inconsisten¬ 
cies”  of  other  men  and  other  sections  than  ^s  own. 

Congressman  Upshaw  knows  that  Georgia,  his  State, 
disfranchises  her  Negro  citizens  by  intimimtion  and  by 
the  “grandfather  clause.”  ^ 

He  knows  that  his  State  and  the  entire  South,  which 
he  represents,  is  this  very  day  nullifying  the  fourteenth 
and  fifteenth  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  though 
he  is  supposedly  the  congressman  of  black  as  well  as 
white  citizens,  he  has  never  yet,  as  we  have  heard,  opened 
his  head  either  in  Georgia,  or  the  South,  or  even  in  the 
Congress  against  the  South’s  moral  secession  and  its  nul¬ 
lification,  either  moral  or  constitutional. 

When  and  where  has  this  Southern  congressman,  ex¬ 
pert  in  moral  philosophy,  spoken  out  against  the  lynch¬ 
ing  record  of  the  South,  or  even  against  his  own. State 
of  Georgia  ? 

On  moral  issues,  except  prohibition,  when  has  he  ever 
emerged  above  the  masses,  or  his  voice  been  heard  above 
that  of  others,  in  advocacy  of  any  type  of  moral  reform 
favoring  a  humane  attitude  on  part  of  his  State  and 
the  South  on  behalf  of  the  Negro  there? 

Congressman  Upshaw  is  an  orthodox  Baptist,  a 
typical  Southern  churchman.  He  is  a  lecturer  and  an 
author.  His  patriotic  and  religious  addresses  are  en¬ 
titled  “Clarion  Calls  from  Capitol  Hill.”  He  was  on  the 
Capitol  Hill  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  is  now  on  Capitol  Hill 
in  Washington,  but  his  clarion  calls  are  never  heard  for 
moral  justice  toward  the  Negro.  His  book  is  entitled 
“Earnest  WiUie,”  but  “Earnest”  Willie  has  never  shown 
enough  moral  earnestness  to  advocate  impartial,  as  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  the  Southern  type  of  social  justice  for 
the  Negro.  Congressman  Upshaw  edits  “The  Golden 
Age,”  a  religious-social  magazine;  but  the  “golden  age” 
it  advocates  evidently  is  one  in  which  Southern  civiliza- 
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tion,  with  its  oblique  idealism  of  human  relationships, 
shall  have  corrupted  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  thinking  of  the  entire  nation  shall  have  suffered 
such  moral  reversion  as  characterizes  the  present  South¬ 
ern  section  on  the  question  of  the  treatment  of  the  black 
man.  '• 

This  Southern  congressman  is  like  many  other  people 
in  this  country.  They  see  the  evils  of  strong  drink,  but 
cannot  see  the  evils  of  disfranchisement.  They  stand 
aghast  at  the  immoral  traffic  in  strong  drink,  but  remain 
unconcerned  about  social  justice  to  the  Negro.  They 
would  curb  the  liquor  nullificationists  of  the  nation,  but 
play  the  soft  pedal  on  the  Southern  nullificationists  of 
the  political  rights  and  civic  privileges  of  the  Negro. 
They  lead  out  patriotic  women  to  roll  up  large  majorities 
for  prohibition  at  election  times,  but  nobody  hears  of 
these  strict  moralists  corralling  the  millions  of  women 
voters  to  effect  such  ethical  reforms  as  removing  dis¬ 
franchisement  barriers  and  unjust  discriminations  of 
every  kind  against  Negroes.  Yet  in  quality  the  pro¬ 
hibition  issue  is  no  more  moral  than  is  the  issue  of  the 
Negroes’  human  rights.  Where  is  the  high  moral  stand¬ 
ard  of  the  Southern  States  as  over  against  the  State  of 
New  York.? 

Congressman  Upshaw’s  remarks  concerning  New 
York’s  “revelling  in  a  state  of  moral  and  constitutional 
secession”  calls  forth  a  floodtide  of  memory  as  to  the 
South’s  revelry  in  lawlessness,  exploitation,  disfranchise¬ 


ment,  and  enforced  ignorance  practiced  for  three  hun¬ 
dred  years  against  the  Negro,  and  that  section’s  brazen 
unification  of  the  nation’s  organic  law  enfranchisin.- 
the  Negro.  And  it  is  tragic  fact  in  our  national  life  that 
there  is  not  in  the  South  enough  Christianity  or  moral 
stamina  even,  nor  in  the  nation  at  large  enough  con¬ 
science  on  this  great  social  question,  to  insure  to  these 
millions  of  American  citizens  the  “rights”  theoretically 
granted  them  a  half  century  ago  by  the  nation. 

Thus  Mr.  Upshaw’s  section  is  morally  and  constitu¬ 
tionally  a  secession  section  to-day  as  truly  as  in  the 
sixties.  By  deliberate  process  and  procedure,  the  South¬ 
ern  States  conform  to  such  constitutional  requirements 
as  they  choose  and  infringe  upon  those  which  they  do 
not  approve.  Selection  is  the  South’s  method.  All  other 
States  must  conform  to  the  whole  Constitution ;  the  South 
selects  such  provisions  as  it  will  adhere  to.  In  the  po¬ 
litical  economy  of  the  nation,  the  South’s  position  is  that 
of  selective  anarchy.  Therefore  Mr.  Upshaw’s  charge 
against  New  York  comes  with  ill  grace  from  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  that  section  which  practices  open  defiance  of  that 
organic  law  upon  which  the  life  of  the  nation  ultimately 
rests.  Not  New  York,  but  the  South,  is  humiliating  the 
nation  by  moral  secession,  by  nullification  of  the  con¬ 
stitutional  amendments  guaranteeing  civic  rights  to  mil 
lions  of  citizens,  and  by  selective  anarchy  in  the  social 
order.  Congressman  Upshaw’s  lectures  on  civic  morals 
arc  muclily  needed  in  the  South. 


The  “Crime  Wave”  in  the  United  States 


WE  HAVE  read  no  better  analysis  of  the  present  In  the  South  it  is  historically  true  that  the  system 
“crime  wave,”  whose  specter  hovers  over  our  na-  of  social  control  had  as  its  pattern  and  inspiration  the 
tional  life,  than  that  given  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Holzman  ideal  of  the  “old-time  Vigilantes.”  The  foremost  cru- 
in  the  South  Atlantic  Quarterly.  That  author  finds  the  sader  in  the  cause  of  prohibition,  the  Soutli  has  simul- 
roots  of  the  matter  fundamentally  in  the  American  tra-  taneously  concealed  its  lawlessness  under  the  clever  cloak 
dition  of  lawlessness  which  he  traces  back  to  the  initial  of  “chivalry,”  whose  patron  saint  is  the  Ku  Klux  Klan, 
period  of  our  national  existence.  its  gruesome  specter  stalking  across  vast  areas  of  our 

External  authority,  which  it  is  universally  conceded  supposedly  Christian  country,  bearing  a  shield  embossed 
now  suffers  an  impaired  credit  in  the  thought-life  and  100  per  cent  American.  As  in  days  of  savage  primitive 
conduct  of  society  at  large,  received  its  first  blow  at  our  taboo,  so  at  the  present  time,  this  glorified  lawlessness 
hands  as  a  social  compact  when  the  colonies  threw  off  of  the  South  goes  about  its  crude  task  (abetted  by  a 
British  authority  and  thus  became  an  independent  na-  generally  diseased  public  opinion)  of  intimidating  Negr 
tion.  Begun  in  a  -revolution  against  authority,  our  his-  voters ;  driving  Negroes  to  live  in  segregated,  unsanitary 
tory  has  continued  its  progress  in  a  series  of  acts,  every  sections  of  towns  and  cities ;  robbing  Negro  tenants  of 


one  of  which  has  been  “founded  upon  successful  disre¬ 
gard  of  law,”  evincing  as  a  nation  “a  sentimental  tender¬ 
ness  for  violence.”  Whether  this  course  of  the  nation 
was  justifiable  is  aside  from  the  question  at  issue.  What 


the  produce  of  their  hard  labor;  cultivating  disrespect 
for  Negro  womanhood;  taking  over  boldly  the  reins  of 
regularly  constituted  local  civil  governments ;  carx’ying  on 
the  well-known  program  of  enforced  illiteracy,  climaxing 


is  clearly  shown  by  Mr.  Holzman  is  the  historical  and  the  whole  unsocial,  unchristian  program  with  butchering 
logical  accuracy  of  his  position,  that  the  present  social  and  burning  Negro  human  beings  at  the  stake, 
phenomenon  called  our  national  “crime  wave”  is  but  the  The  only  intelligible  explanation  seems  to  be  tliat  vio- 
expansive  cumulative  expression  of  an  inbred  character-  lence  creates  more  violence ;  that  this  section,  having  bru- 
istic  tendency  concurrent  with  our  national  history.  talized  the  Negro  for  three  hundred  years,  waxes  madder 

Manifestations  of  this  sustained  spirit  of  lawlessness  and  more  violent  with  the  Negro  because  of  that  fact, 

are  to  be  found  in  such  typical  centers  as  the  West  and  Strange  fact  that  we  hate  those  whom  we  have  injured — 
the  South.  In  the  West  any  method  of  “winning  the  the  greater  the  injury,  the  more  violent  and  unreason- 
West”  was  tolerated  and  acclaimed  as  “heroic.”  In  those  ing  the  hate.  And  there  is  method  in  the  madness  of  the 
days  “a  gun  for  every  good  citizen”  was  the  custom.  South.  For  studiously  and  steadfastly  she  has  kept  on 
Current  magazine  articles;  descriptions  in  novels;  por-  salvaging  and  reinstating  as  much  as  possible  of  the  old 
trayals  of  episodes  in  the  colorful  movies,  all  dramatizing  i^gime  through  her  brood  of  sinister  organizations  and 
Western  life,  are  but  a  glorification  of  the  free  gun-play  tortuously  devised  State  laws.  “The  essential  point  i. 
of  those  days  when  the  lawlessness  which  was  license  was  that,  rightly  or  wrongly,  the  most  respectable  classes  of 
determining  silently  the  currents  of  our  present-day  a  most  important  section  of  the  United  States  have  been 
crime  orgy.  «  (Concluded  on  page  IB) 
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Contributed  Editorial 


“'rtree  Jeers  for  Anybody” 

Mud  has  never  proved  a  very  satisfactory  or  per¬ 
manent  medium  for  sculptors.  It  is  true  that 
we  have  record  of  some  very  remarkable  things 
having  been  carved  in  butter,  but  as  a  rule  sculptors  have 
preferred  to  work  in  marble  or  bronze. 

There  is  a  current  school  of  biography,  which  is  having 
a  large  vogue  at  the  present  time,  which  makes  a  specialty 
of  carving  well-known  figures  in  mud.  It  might  very  well 
be  called  the  “Three  Jeers  for  Anybody”  School  of 
Biography. 

One  prominent  figure  after  another  from  the  past  is 
dragged  out  and  “deflated,”  to  use  the  expression  much 
delighted  in  by  practitioners  of  this  art.  There  is  going 
on  an  extensive  ransacking  of  the  national  portrait  gal¬ 
leries  for  historical  figures  which  have  not  yet  been  done 
over  in  what  is  called  the  “modem,  realistic”  style.  “Is 
there  anyone,”  asks  the  eager  writer,  with  eyes  intent  on 
the  limelight,  “who  has  always  been  respectable  and  de¬ 
cent?  We’ll  soon  put  an  end  to  that!  Let’s  pounce  on 
liim  and  do  him  over  in  a  nice  coating  of  jeers  and  rid¬ 
icule!  That  will  probably  be  good  enough  for.  at  least 
twenty  thousand  copies !” 

A  favorite  password  of  this  present  biographers’  union 
is  the  word  “civilized.”  We  have  recently  had  a  biography 
of  Benjamin  Franklin,  who  is  blazoned  forth  as  the  first 
“civilized”  American.  Civilized,  in  this  sense,  has  acquired 
a  new  meaning.  The  test  is  simple.  Is  he  alcoholic?  Is  he 
morally  dissolute?  Hurrah!  Then  he  is  “civilized”! 

Mr.  Harry  Hansen,  literary  critic  of  the  New  York 
World,  has  very  well  described  this  new  cant  use  of  the 
word  “civilized”  when  he  says  of  an  author  who  uses  it, 
“Well,  by  civilized  he  means  exactly  what  Frank  Pixley 
meant  in  that  chorus  in  ‘The  Burgomaster,’  when  he  had 
a  couple  of  Indians  capering  about  with  a  bottle  of  mm 
singing  ‘We’re  civilized,  we’re  civilized !’  ” 

There  arc  a  good  many  white-skinned  Indians  running 
loose  today^(^ving  their  bottle  of  rum  and  shouting  the 
same  chori^^  “We’re  civilized.  Smell  our  breath  if  you 
don’t  beb«^it.” 

All  tfly  vogue  for  depreciation  is  a  very  clear  symptom 
of  th^^irk  stage  of  culture  described  by  William  Lyon 
Pheb^:  “When  enthusiasm,  high  hopes  and  true  faith 
seem  childish,  when  wit  and  mockery  take  the  place  of 
zeal,  this  diabolical  substitution  seems  for  the  moment  to 
be  an  intellectual  advance.” 

This  tendency  to  foul  what  has  hitherto  stood  out  as 
an  ideal  has  invaded  the  field  of  literature  as  well  as  his¬ 
tory.  Rabbi  Stephen  S.  Wise  of  New  York  City  ren¬ 
dered  a  distinct  service  both  to  literature  and  the  moral 
assets  of  the  country  in  his  denunciation  of  the  latest 
modern  parody  of  a  great  figure  of  literature — ^that  of 
“Galahad,”  in  a  recent  book  by  John  Erskine.  This 
book  of  Mr.  Erskine’s  seems  an  indefensible  piece  of  van¬ 
dalism.  Galahad  from  the  days  of  Sir  Thomas  Malory 
down  to  the  present  has  been  a  noble  figure,  the  source 
of  immeasurable  inspiration  to  fine  living.  The  painting 
by  George  Frederick  Watts  has  hung  in  thousands  of 
schoolrooms,  radiating  inspiration.  Now  comes  a  re¬ 
telling  of  the  story,  giving  the  interpretation  that  the 
reason  Galahad  was  pure  and  noble  was  that  he  was  a 
sub-normal  sort  of  a  blockhead.  Or,  to  use  the  current 
jargon,^  “moron”  and  a  “yokel.”  “No  matter  how 


smooth  the  satire  may  be,”  says  Dr.  Wise,  “the  tendency 
is  perfectly  clear  that  the  quest  of  the  human  life  is  the 
quest  of  the  evil,  the  bad,  the  vicious.  Out  of  that  grows 
the  repudiation  of  the  moral  law.” 

This  attempt  to  besmirch  a  great  ideal  personage  of 
literature  will  doubtless  have  many  imitators.  Bernard 
Shaw  has  just  treated  Joan  of  Arc  with  great  reverence 
and  keen  insight  into  spiritual  values.  But  Joan  will 
doubtless  prove  an  inviting  subject  to  the  mud  slingers. 
A  best  seller  could  easily  be  made  by  digging  up  ancient 
slanders  which  would  attempt  to  interpret  Joan  of  Arc 
as  an  impudent  flapper  of  a  pre-flapper  age !  One  of  the 
muddiest  of  all  the  workers  in  this  medium  is  reported  to 
be  at  work  on  a  “life”  of  Francis  Asbury. 

Simeon  Strunsky,  an  editor  of  the  New.  York  Times, 
and  one  of  the  keenest  observers  in  the  country,  has 
pointed  out  that  there  is  good  reason  for  this  current 
mode  of  literary  expression.  A  noble  figure,  he  points 
out,  is  a  real  irritation  to  many  of  smaller  mold.  It  is 
much  easier  to  detract  and  pull  down  a  great  figure  by 
vilification  than  it  is  to  lift  ourselves  up  to  his  level.  So 
one  of  the  easiest  ways  to  relieve  an  inferiority  complex  in 
the  presence  of  noblity  or  greatness  is  to  deny  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  superior  qualities. 

This  fashion  will  bring  its  own  reaction.  But  it  is  im¬ 
portant,  while  it  la.sts,  not  to  be  deceived  by  its  jaundiced 
interpretations  and  warped  valuations. 

“To  Know  a  Good  Man  When  You 
See  One” 

NE  of  the  inos't  famous  remarks  of  William 
James  was  that  “The  purpose  of  a  good  educa¬ 
tion  is  to  enable  a  person  to  know  a  good  man 
when  he  sees  one.”  The  vote  conducted  among  the  school 
children  of  many  countries  for  the  twelve  greatest  men 
and  women  of  the  world  offers  a  very  interesting  and  en¬ 
couraging  comment  on  that  definition. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  a  thousand  schools  and  half 
a  million  students  took  part  in  the  selection  of  the  names 
of  heroes  and  a  large  number  took  part  in  the  competi¬ 
tion  for  essays  written  on  these  heroes.  It  is  notable  that 
all  of  the  twelve  names  selected  by  vote  of  the  school 
children  are  those  who  might  very  reasonably  be  called 
“heroes  of  Peace.”  The  only  actual  soldier  included  is 
George  Washington. 

Votes  were  taken  in  tliirteen  countries  of  Europe  as 
well  as  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  Mexico.  The 
names  of  the  twelve  people  selected  as  the  world’s  greatest 
are  given  here  in  the  order  of  votes  received: 

Louis  Pasteur,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Christopher 
Columbus,  George  Washington,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Woodrow  Wilson,  Florence  Nightingale,  Joan  of 
Arc,  Socrates,  Johann  Gutenberg,  David  Living¬ 
stone,  George  Stephenson. 

The  National  Council  for  the  Prevention  of  War  has 
done  a  real  service  in  publishing  a  calendar  of  World 
Heroes,  which  contains  etchings  ■  of  these  twelve  people 
with  a  selection  from  the  prize-winning  essays  on  each  one. 
Such  a  calendar  should  be  a  real  force  in  directing  new 
attention  and  admiration  for  the  heroes  of  Peace.  The  cal¬ 
endar  can  be  obtained  for  fifty  cents  from  the  National 
Council  for  the  Prevention  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Ewint  Oattoieat 


1HAVE  a  friend  who  has  two  lectures — one  entitled, 
“How  I  Became  a  Crook”;  the  other,  “How  I  Re¬ 
formed.”  Most  people  come  to  hear  the  first  lec¬ 
ture  and  a  less  number  hear  the  second.  As  a  result  of 
the  frequent  giving  of  these  lectures,  he  is  accumulating 
a  reputation  for  being  a  bad  man.  I  am  writing  two 
articles — one  on  the  bad  points  of  the  country  town,  and 
the  other  on  the  good  qualities.  Now  if  more  read  the 
first  than  read  the  second,  I  have  really  done  a  cause 
which  is  dear  to  my  heart  a  great  injury.  I  must,  there¬ 
fore,  beg  those  friends  of  the  small  town  who  read  this 
first  paper  to  save  their  brickbats  until  they  have  read 
my  second  article.* 

Let  us  recognize  that  when  we  are  talking  about  the 
people  who  live  in  small  towns,  we  are  considering  directly 
and  indirectly  a  majority  of  the  population  of  the  United 
States.  If  we  define  a  village  as  any  place  less  than  2,500 
in  population,  you  have  approximately  18,000  such 
places  with  a  population  of  over  8,000,000.  But  around 
these  villages  there  is  a  rural  population  which,  together 
with  the  village,  amounts  to  49,000,000.  But  no  one 
who  knows  anything  about  small-town  life  in  America 
thinks  that  the  small  towns  are  to  be  defined  as  places 
under  2,500  in  population.  A  rural  town  in  the  West 
often  has  5,000  inhabitants  and  is  still  a  small  town. 
When  these  are  included  you  have  accounted  for  one  half 
the  population  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  of  all  these 
people  we  are  thinking,  for  you  can  think  of  the  town 
apart  from  its  surrounding  country. 

I  have  my  own  impressions  of  small  towns,  but  lest  I 
should  seem  biased,  I  decided  to  interview  three  ministers 
— one  from  Vermont,  one  from  Illinois,  and  one  from 
North  Dakota.  All  of  these  men  had  had  experience  in 
American  villages.  I  asked  them  all  this  question,  “What 
are  the  deficiencies  of  the  small  town  as  you  have  expe¬ 
rienced  them?”  The  minister  from  Vermont,  the  Rev. 
Paul  Rowland,  told  me  about  a  village  by  the  name  of 
S - ,  in  which  he  had  been  pastor. 

*  Dr.  HoWi  iteand  artielt  on  fho  good  pointi  of  the  $matt  town 
will  apjMar  noxt  mek. 


Depleted  Population 

He  said:  “The  first  adverse  feature  one  notices  in 

S - is  that  the  population  is  depleted,  like  a  fished-out 

pond — drained  of  its  most  enterprising  elements.  Twenty 
out  of  its  twenty-seven  houses  are  inhabited  by  old  cou¬ 
ples — often  childless — who  will  be  gone  in  ten  or  fifteen 
years  at  most.  Even  the  few  youngish  families  exhibit 
unmistakable  signs  of  deteriorated  and  depleted  stock. 
In  former  generations  the  enterprising  and  energetic 
members  of  the  community  must  have  all  followed 
Greeley’s  advice  and  ‘gone  West.’  .  With  the  present 
generation,  the  exodus  of  the  more  ambitious  youth  is  to¬ 
wards  the  big  industrial  cities  of  the  East. 

“As  a  result  of  this  deterioration  of  stock,  there  is 
a  narrow,  blind,  tenacious,  irrational  conservatism,  in¬ 
stinctively  fearing  all  innovation,  resenting  change,  even 
when  such  change  manifestly  means  progress.  During 
my  two  summers  there,  half  a  dozen  improvements  were 
made  in  the  equipment  of  the  community  church — a  new 
organ,  new  lights,  new  hymnals,  a  new  pulpit  Bible,  new 
collection  plate,  new  vases,  and  new  stoves.  Every  one 
of  these  improvements  was  met  with  either  sullen  oppo¬ 
sition  or  seemingly  entire  indifference. 

“The  other  result  of  losing  its  most  vigorous  blood 
is  that  the  decimated  and  inferior  stock  left  behind  has, 
perforce,  been  inbreeding  now  for  generations,  with  the 
inevitable  result  of  an  appallingly  high  rate  of  feeble- 
miqdedness,  prostitution,  venereal  disease,  vagrancy,  in¬ 
ability  to  earn  a  living,  sterility,  and  insanity.  The  village 
health  officer,  an  intelligent  and  well-informed  man  who 
had  to  leave  his  successful  business  in  New  York  because 
of  shattered  health,  told  me  unbelievable  tales  of  sexual 
irregularities  and  disease.  The  four  strapping  sons  of 
one  of  the  most  highly  respected  families  in  the  commu¬ 
nity — three  of  them  married — are  all  examples  of  some 
of  these  ends. 

“The  fourth  ‘bAd  feature,’  which  I  suspect  is  found 
in  aggravated  form  in  all  small  and  isolated  communi¬ 
ties,  is  the  thick  atmosphere  of  gossip  and  her  twin  sis¬ 
ter,  slander,  which  lies  like  a  pall  of  smutty  smoke  over 
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the  peaceful  valley,  which  God  made  beautiful.  Any¬ 
body’s  business  is  everybody’s  business.  The  intimate 
I  comings  and  goings  of  each  member  of  the  community 
are  watched  with  hawk  eyes — reported,  commented  on, 
embellished,  elaborated,  distorted,  and  spread  through¬ 
out  the  village  with  telephonic  speed. 

Gossip  and  Her  Twin  Sister,  Slander 

“The  final,  absolutely  fatal,  ‘bad  feature’  of  S - 

life  is  the  fact  that  this  little  community  of  twenty-seven 
houses  is  split  to  its  very  core  into  two  rival  factions, 
who  have  as  little  intercourse,  one  with  the  other,  as  the 
ancient  Jews  and  Samaritans.  One  party  supports  the 
church  and  the  ‘Community  Club.’  The  other  boycotts 
both.  If  one  faction  proposes  a  certain  measure  in  town 
meeting,  the  other  is  sure  to  veto  it.  The  split  runs  ver¬ 
tically  through  party  lines,  through  age  and  sex  lines, 
economic  status  lines,  even  through  family  relationship 

lines.  Verily,  S - 

is  a  ‘house  divided 
against  itself.’  And 
it  all  happened  over  a 
play  given  by  the 
[  ‘Community  Club’ 

(heaven  save  the 
mark)  !” 

My  second  inter¬ 
view  was  with  the  Rev. 

Charles  Brown,  the 
minister  from  the 
land  of  Main  Street. 

Troubles  of  the 
Village  Business 
Man 

He  said :  “All  too 
often  the  small-town 
business  man  finds  himself  stuck  in  the  mud.  He  starts 
his  business  enterprise  with  high  hopes  and  vivid  dreams ; 
but  the  years  take  their  toll  of  patience  'and  add  their 
burden  of  disillusionment.  His  is  the  first  business  to 
suffer  when  times  are  hard.  His  is  the  last  business  to 
expand  when  times  are  good.  His  books  are  heavy  with 
uncollectable  accounts,  many  due  him  by  farmer  friends, 
whose  very  friendship  and  need  are  the  chief  reasons  why 
claim  for  payment  is  not  pressed.  The  city  is  always 
near  him ;  his  best  customers  trade  in  the  city  when  they 
want  something  special;  and  so  he  carries  a  small  stock 
of  goods,  usually  nothing  but  staple  articles.  This  small 
stock  has  a  slow  turnover,  meaning  a  smaTF profit. 

“There  is  a  larger  vicious  circle  formed  by  all  the 
business  men  of  the  small  town;  the  circle  reaches  all 
around  the  edge  of  the  puddle;  everybody  in  the  puddle 
is  in  this  circle.  It  is  the  circle  formed  by  the  credit  of 
the  local  bank  or  banks.  The  primary  function  of  a 
small-town  bank  is  to  finance  the  farmers  or  the  fruit¬ 
growers  or  the  ranchers  of  the  district.  This  credit  is 
extended  in  various  ways ;  a  farmer  borrows  money  for 
feed,  or  seed,  or  livestock,  or  buildings.  He  must  get  the 
money  to  go  ahead,  or  he  cannot  pay  what  he  already 
owes.  If  he  does  not  pay  what  he  already  owes,  the 
small-town  store  cannot  pay  what  it  owes  to  the  city 
wholesaler ;  the  small-town  elevator  cannot  clear  its  grain 
holdings  at  the  terminal  elevator;  the  cattle  shipper  can¬ 
not  finance  his  shipment ;  the  small-town  bank  cannot  liq¬ 
uidate  its  paper. 


What  the  Doctor  Has  to  Face 

“The  small-town  doctor  has  his  problems.  To-day 
is  a  day  of  high  specialization.  But  how  can  the  small¬ 
town  doctor  specialize?  He  makes  thirty  calls  a  day, 
and  each  call  represents  a  different  case,  different  diag¬ 
nosis,  different  set  of  conditions.  He  can  no  more  spe¬ 
cialize  than  can  the  business  man  whom  he  treats  for  a 
cold.  To-day  he  extracts  tonsils;  this  afternoon  he  as¬ 
sists  in  the  delivery  of  a  baby;  to-night  he  sets  a  broken 
arm,  and  to-morrow  he  will  be  pulling  teeth  or  fitting 
glasses  or  removing  appendix.  His  territory  is  too  large 
for  him  to  serve  efficiently ;  he  cannot  find  time  for  study, 
or  for  conferences  with  his  brother  physicians,  or  for 
vacations.  The  hours  are  long;  the  rest  broken  and 
sketchy.  And  for  his  long  hours,  wide  knowledge,  and 
kindly  treatment  he  receives  the  smallest  percentage  of 
his  earnings  of  any  of  the  small- towners. 

“His  lack  of  opportunity  for  study  and  specializa¬ 
tion  marks  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  small¬ 
town  doctor’s  vicious 
circle.  Because  he 
cannot  specialize,  he 
must  send  many  of  his 
patients  to  the  city 
specialists  for  treat¬ 
ment;  and  more  and 
more  the  city  special¬ 
ist  becomes  the  physi¬ 
cian  while  the  small¬ 
town  doctor  is  made  a 
mere  first-aid  station, 
a  sort  of  emergency 
helper.  He  is  called 
to  save  life  in  a  hurry ; 
but  there  is  little  re¬ 
ward  in  that.  The 
rewarding  cases  go  to  the  city  doctors,  who  have  large 
hospitals,  corps  of  trained  nurses,  and  the  latest  ap¬ 
paratus  at  their  disposal.  So  the  small-town  doctor  loses 
his  clientele;  so  he  loses  opportunity  for  specialization; 
and  as  he  loses  this,  he  loses  more  and  more  of  his  clien¬ 
tele. 

“The  small-town  resident  is  in  a  rut.  He  can  no  more 
escape  it  than  can  the  business  man  from  whom  he  buys 
his  soap  and  sugar,  or  the  banker  from  whom  he  borrows 
the  money  for  his  Ford,  or  the  doctor  who  prescribes 
when  he  gets  a  chill.  He  may  get  out  of  the  mud  for 
short  intervals  when  he  goes  to  the  city;  he  may  get 
away  for  a  week  in  summer  or  fall  and  fish  or  hunt  or 
camp;  but  these  brief  intervals  only  emphasize  the  fact 
that  the  mud  puddle  is  his  habitat.  Indeed,  the  more 
he  struggles  to  get  out  of  it  the  more  he  admits  he  is 
in  it.  He  is  in  it  socially.  Everybody  knows  him,  and 
his  business,  and  his  family  affairs,  and  his  faults.  Every¬ 
body  knows  how  much  his  car  cost,  and  how  much  he  still 
owes  on  it. 

“Finally,  the  small-town  preacher  faces  the  danger 
of  getting  into  a  groove.  Like  the  business  man,  his  ap¬ 
peal  must  be  made  to  the  farmers  and  ranchers  who 
make  up  his  parish ;  and,  like  the  business  man,  he  finds 
the  emotional  and  financial  response  of  these  parishioners 
in  inverse  ratio  to  their  need.  Like  the  doctor,  the 
preacher  must  generalize,  not  specialize;  he  must  be  all 
things  to  all  men.  Like  the  doctor,  too,  he  is  relegated 
to  the  position  of  first-aid  station.  When  his  parishioners 
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want  real  inspiration,  real  help,  real  satisfaction,  they 
frequently  go  to  the  city  and  seek  what  they  want  at 
the  movies,  or  possibly  at  great  churches.  He,  like  the 
doctor,  has  his  time  so  occupied  by  a  multitude  of  things 
that  one  has  little  or  no  time  for  study  and  self-improve¬ 
ment,  He  tends  to  get  into  a  rut.  And  the  deeper  the 
rut  becomes  the  less  he  meets  the  needs  of  his  parish.” 

The  third  minister,  the  Rev.  N.  E.  Sinninger,-  had 
been  a  country-town  minister  in  Illinois.  “Tell  me,”  I 
said,  “something  about  the  drawbacks  of  the  country- 
town  life  in  Illinois.” 

He  said:  “As  to  the  physical  aspects  of  country-town 
life,  you’ll  never  be  far  from  country  mud,  probably  of 
the  black,  gumbo  kind  that  sticks  like  chewing  gum.  Side¬ 
walks  and  paved  streets  will  not  equal  those  found  in 
the  city.  Your  leading  members  will  have  the  so-called 
modern  conveniences  in  their  homes;  the  parsonage  may 
or  may  not  have  them. 

The  High  Cost  of  Living  in  the  Country 

“The  economic  aspects.^  Well,  perhaps  even  district 
superintendents  no  longer  say,  ‘Eighteen  hundred  and 
house  in  a  country  town  is  worth  three  thousand  in  a  city,’ 
y  Some  things  are  cheaper  in  a  country  town;  rents,  for 
example.  Your  garden  will  lielp  out.  The  main  staples, 
however,  as  dry  goods,  clothing,  groceries,  etc.,  will  be 
equally  high,  perhaps  higher  than  in  the  city.  You  may 
slightly  lower  the  high  cost  of  living  by  resorting  to  mail¬ 
order  houses ;  but  the  leading  merchant  may  cancel  his 
subscription  to  your  salary  as  penalty.  Sure,  he’ll  find 
it  out. 

“Probably  the  country  town  is  no  uglier,  on  tlie  whole, 
than  the  city.  Yet  somehow  its  ugliness  does  seem  to 
loom  larger.  The  alternation  of  old  wooden  business 
buildings  with  modern  ones,  the  garagelike  town  hall  and 
fire  station,  all  in  one;  the  unused  ‘city  park,’  with  its 
ugly  band  stand;  the  impossible  residences  of  some  of 
the  leading  citizens — even  those  on  ‘Quality  Hill’ — these 
may  eventually  get  on  your  aesthetic  nerves.  Worse  yet, 
you  may  even  find  the  church  building  to  be  one  of  the 
monstrosities  of  our  recent  period  of  architectural  hor- 
ribilus.  If  so,  remember  that  not  all  city  churches  are 
models  of  beauty. 

“As  to  educational  disadvantages,  you  will  miss  your 
present  proximity  to  the  city  library  if  you  take  a  coun¬ 
try-town  charge.  The  town  may  have  a  library,  but  its 
equipment,  outside  of  high-school  reference  works  and 
fiction,  will  be  meager.  Your  personal  library  expense 
will  be  greater  than  in  the  city,  likewise  with  any  educated 
professional  man  who  lives  in  a  country  town.  Your 
town  may  have  a  good  school,  but  it  can’t  equal  tlie  city 
schools.  It  may  be  accredited  this  year;  off  the  accred¬ 
ited  list  next  year. 

The  Small  Town  Does  Not  Guarantee  Moral  Safety 

“Of  course  the  social  and  moral  aspect  of  any  com¬ 
munity  cannot  be  sharply  separated.  So  with  the  small 
town.  You  will  probably  find  the  small  town  subject  to 
certain  social-moral  evils  you  thought  peculiar  to  city 
life,  petty  graft  and  bad  politics,  for  example.  Your 
class  leader,  or  Sunday-school  superintendent,  may  by 
virtue  of  his  office  as  precinct  committeeman  be  linked  up 
in  a  chain  of  evil  political  connection.  The  small  town 
does  not  guarantee  the  moral  safety  of  your  young  peo¬ 
ple,  as  is  popularly  supposed.  Road  houses  are  never 
far  away.  I  have  known  the  daughters  of  good  citizens 
of  a  high-grade  country  town  to  be  brought  home  from 


such  places  drunk  in  the  early  morning  hours.  I  have 
known  epidemics  of  immorality  to  break  out  in  the  school 
life  of  a  small  town  even  as  they  do  in  a  city,  and  with 
unspeakably  tragic  consequences. 

Denominational  Competition 

“Regarding  the  religious  aspects  of  small-town  life, 
you  may  have  to  put  up  with  unbusinesslike  methods  in 
your  church  work  that  would  not  be  tolerated  in  a  city 
churchlike  membership.  The  evils  of  sectarianism  will 
‘stick  out’  more  prominently  in  the  religious  life.  A  town 
of  a  thousand  inhabitants  is  likely  to  have  at  least  four 
Protestant  churches — ^perhaps  also  a  Catholic.  Some  of 
these  churches  may  be  drawing  home  missionary  funds, 
or  else  going  with  part-time  service.  There  will  be  enough 
unity  to  get  together  for  a  union  Thanksgiving  service; 
perhaps  also  for  union  memorial  and  baccalaureate  serv¬ 
ices;  community  pressure  forces  this.  Other  religious 
evils  might  be  named.  I  desist.  The  catalogue  is  suffi¬ 
ciently  long.” 

As  I  thought  over  the  indictment  which  these  men 
had  made,  I  had.  to  admit  the  truth  of  it  for  some  towns. 
You  simply  cannot  tell  a  lie  about  “small-town  America.” 
There  ai’e  so  many  of  them  that  no  matter  what  you 
say .  you  will  be  telling  the  truth  about  some  village. 
And  yet  the  main  difficulty  about  Main  Street  has  not 
been  mentioned.  Main  Street  docs  not  know  why  it  ex¬ 
ists;  this  is  a  point  which  Sinclair  Lewis  makes  when  he 
lays  the  moral  turpitude  of  Gopher  Prairie  at  the  door 
of  the  lawyer,  the  doctor,  the  banker,  the  business  man, 
and  the  minister  who  do  not  realize  that  the  only  justi¬ 
fication  for  their  town  lies  in  their  ability  to  serve  the 
surrounding  country  people. 

There  is  another  difficulty  with  Main  Street,  and 
that  is  that  it  does  not  know  its  welfare.  Our  national 
economic  policies  are  set  to  build  the  big  factories  of 
the  big  cities ;  they  are  bleeding  the  rural  districts  white, 
and  the  small  town  is  suffering  as  a  consequence,  and  yet 
the  small  town  thinks  that  it  is  on  the  same  side  of  a 
load  of  wheat  as  the  big  city,  and  continues  to  vote  with 
the  city  on  national  policies. 

Poverty 

I  met  her  in  the  street  to-day,  and  she 
Just  turned  her  lovely  eyes  away  from  me. 

But  ah !  I  can  forgive  her,  for  I  know. 

If  she  seems  dull,  what  things  have  made  her  so. 

She  is  so  closely  wrapped  in  costly  fur. 

No  tingling  wind  has  ever  quickened  her; 

She  never  felt  warm  rain  upon  her  face 

(Her  motor  takes  her  round  from  place  to  place). 

That  slender  hand,  bright  with  its  jeweled  ring. 

Has  never  searched  the  sweet  damp  earth  in  spring 
For  little  growfhg  things ;  nor  have  those  eyes 
Been  tender  with  the  light  of  sacrifice. 

She  may  not  laugh  nor  weep  nor  cry  aloud 
(The  vogue  is  to  be  blase  in  her  crowd). 

She  thrills  not  to  the  promise  of  the  dawn. 

She  greets  the  hush  of  starlight  with  a  yawn. 

And  life  has  sheltered  her,  poor  thing!  poor  thing! 
From  all  the  holy  joy  of  suffering. 

Perhaps  she  feels  the  sting  of  poverty. 

And  that  is  why  she  does  not  bow  to  me. 

— Anne  Sutherland. 
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The  Father  of  the  Wesleys 

He  Was  More  Than  the  Husband  of  Mrs.  Wesley 


By  Paul  Hutchinson 


Susannah  wesley  was 

a  great  woman.  She  moth¬ 
ered  two  great  sons,  and 
she  was  great  in  her  own  right. 
Biographers  have  spent  infinite 
pains  in  trying  to  find  out  all  that 
is  to  be  discovered  about  her,  and 
in  suggesting  plausible  details  for 
those  parts  of  the  picture  which 
verifiable  history  has  failed  to  fill. 
This  is  as  it  should  be,  for  you 
cannot  understand  John  Wesley 
without  knowing  his  mother! 

It  is  equally  true,  however, 
l^^hat  you  cannot  understand  John 
Wesley  without  knowing  his  fa¬ 
ther.  And  his  father  is  as  inter¬ 
esting  a  character,  when  a'ou  have 
tracked  him  down,  as  even  the  re¬ 
doubtable  Susannah.  History  has 
hardly  given  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Wesley,  M.A. — M.A.  of  both  Ox¬ 
ford  and  Cambridge,  by  the  way 
— his  fair  share  of  attention. 


walk  itself  represented  to  him  a 
spiritual  crisis.  He  was  a  young 
man  marked  from  birth  for  leader¬ 
ship  among  the  “dissenters”  of 
England,  and  he  was  hastening  to 
enroll  himself  in  the  scholastic 
center  of  unbending  Anglicanism ! 
By  that  act  he  was  showing  his 
readiness  to  think  for  himself,  and 
to  act  on  the  results  of  his  think¬ 
ing.  Working  your  way  through 
college  in  England  in  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century  was  not  the  com¬ 
mon  and  easy  thing  that  it  is  in 
America  in  the  twentieth. 

John  Wesley  once  remarked 
to  his  brother  Charles  that  there 
were  very  few  ministers  like  them¬ 
selves  who  could  boast  that  all 
their  male  ancestors  on  both  sides 
for  three  generations  back  had 
been  clergymen.  But  he  did  not 
mention  to  his  extremely  Anglican 
brother  that  the  grandfathers 
and  great-grandfathers  among 
these  clerical  forebears  had  all 
been  dissenters!  Samuel  Wesley 
was  born  into  the  passion  of  Eng¬ 
lish  dissent.  His  father  was  turned 


What  brief  glimpses  we  have  had 

of  him  have  generally  been _ 

granted  us  because  he  was,  for  of  Tk^MaHcdi.i  been  dissenters!  Samuel  Wesley 

the  moment,  hovering  in  the  vi-  SAMVEL  WESLEY  ^  was  born  into  the  passion  of  Eng- 

cinity  of  his  wife.  Without  quite  ^*sh  dissent.  His  father  was  turned 

daring  to  say  so  (for  was  he  not  the  father  of  Meth-  out  of  his  church  four  months  before  his  birth;  was 

odism’s  founder?)  we  have  thought  of  him  principally  as  hounded  to  his  grave  by  the  ruthless  application  of  Tory 

Susannah  Wesley’s  husband.  And  it  is  time  that  we  church  laws  while  Samuel  was  still  a  boy,  and  the  lad 
stopped  doing  so,  and  began  to  look  at  him  for  the  man  saw  his  mother  undergo  all  manner  of  privation  m  behalf 

•that  he  was  in  himself.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  he  of  that  “liberty  of  conscience”  for  which  she  believed  any 

had  almost,  if  not  fully,  as  much  to  do  with  the  moulding  suffering  worth  enduring.  All  the  boy’s  companions  dur- 

of  his  famous  sons  as  had  their  mother.  ing  Ihs  most  formative  years  were  dissenters  who  had 

There  were  four  great  events  in  the  life  of  Samuel  either  suffered  themselves,  or  who  could  tell  by  the  hour 
Wesley.  The  first  was  when,  as  a  lad  of  eighteen,  he  of  the  sufferings  of  others  whom  they  knew.  It  speaks 
slipped  away  secretly  to  enter  Oxford.  The  second  was  volumes  for  the  strength  of  Samuel  Wesley’s  character 
when  he  married  Susannah.  The  third  was  when  he  threw  to  sec  him,  when  convinced  that  the  dissenter  was  not 
away  the  living  of  South  Ormsby.  The  fourth  can  hardly  right,  wrench  himself  out  of  all  this  heredity  and  environ- 
be  given  any  single  date,  but  perhaps  we  can  suggest  it  ment  and  become  a  “pauper  student”  at  Oxford, 
by  saying  that  it  was  ivhen  he  gave  his  final  blessing  to  How  did  it  happen?  Curiously  enough,  the  return 
Ills  two  youngest  sons.  Without  attempting  to  recount  of  Samuel  W^esley  to  the  Church  of  England  seems  to 
•  in  detail  all  the  events  of  a  life  that  had  many  ins  and  have  been  hastened,  if  it  was  not  caused  by,  bis  sub- 
outs,  we  can,  by  looking  at  these  four  main  events,  get  mergence  in  the  atmosphere  of  dissent.  As  he  grew  up 
a  good  idea  of  the  sort  of  man  that  the  father  of  the  lie  was  sent  to  an  academy  for  the  sons  of  dissenters — 


Wesleys  was. 

A  Young  Rebel 

Had  you  stood  on  the  road  that  runs  from  London 


taught,  incidentally,  by  a  man  who  later  became  vice- 
president  of  Harvard  College — where  the  very  air  seemed 
filled  with  defiance  of  the  established  church  order.  Sam¬ 
uel  was  a  marked  pupil  from  the  first.  So  remarkable 


to  Oxford  and  seen  a  young  fellow  come  trudging  by  on  were  his  talents  that  he  was  soon  being  employed  to 

•an  August  morning  in  1680,  you  would  have  thought  write  lampoons  aimed  at  prominent  Tory  preachers.  And 
nothing  of  it.  But  the  little  bundle  of  clothes  that  the  the  very  vigor  with  which  this  sort  of  attack  was  kept 
young  fellow  was  carrying  in  one  hand  was  his  total  up,  and  the  cheers  with  which  each  new  piece  of  ridicule 
wardrobe;  the  forty-five  shillings  that  jingled  in  his  was  greeted,  finally  made  him  react  against  the  whole 
pockets  were  every  cent  he  had  in  the  world ;  and  the  tone  of  the  place.  Then  when,  a  little  later,  as  a  senior 
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pupil  he  was  encouraged 
to  reply  to  some  of  the 
doctrinal  writing  of 
clergymen  of  the  estab¬ 
lishment,  he  found,  on 
reading  the  arguments 
of  his  assigned  opponent, 
that  there  was  more 
validity  to  them  than  he 
had  ever  suspected.  (He 
seems  not  to  have  known 
that  the  only  safe  way 
in  which  to  carry  on  doc¬ 
trinal  controversy  is 
by  carefully  refraining 
from  reading  the  actual 
words  of  the  person  you 
are  supposed  to  attack.) 

So  the  first  thing  his 
scandalized  friends  and  his  heart-broken  mother  knew, 
he  had  announced  his  adherence  to  the  established  church. 

Enter — Susannah ! 

Unquestionably,  Samuel  Wesley’s  marriage  with 
Susannah  Annesley,  the  youngest  daughter,  and  twenty- 
fifth  child  of  the  famous  Rev.  Samuel  Annesley,  LL.D. 
(Oxon.),  was  the  second  great  event  in  his  life.  Just 
how  it  came  about  we  hardly  know.  Dr.  Annesley  was 
the  greatest  living  dissenting  preacher,  and  Samuel  Wes¬ 
ley  was  a  young  curate,  recently  a  chaplain  in  the  navy, 
whose  curacy  was  worth  thirty  pounds  a  year,  and  who 
had  earned  an  equal  amount  the  previous  year  by  writ¬ 
ing.  There  is  a  tradition  that  the  young  curate  was  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  famous  preacher’s  daughter  by  a  pub¬ 
lisher.  Such  an  introduction  might  dazzle  some  girls,  but 
hardly  Susannah  Annesley.  She  had  already  proved  her 
self-reliance  when  she  renounced  dissent  and  entered  the 
Church  of  England,  even  though  her  own  father  was  the 
leading  dissenting  preacher  in  the  land!  I  wish  that  we 
had  some  authentic  record  of  the  courtship. 

The  thing  to  be  borne  in  mind  about  this  marriage, 
and  the  subsequent  years  in  which  Samuel  and  Susannah 
Wesley  lived  together  and  reared  their  famous  brood  was 
that  it  was  the  mating  of  two  strong  minds. 

The  South  Ormsby  incident  is  the  third  high  spot  in 
the  career  of  Samuel  Wesley.  There  he  was,  a  young 
cleric,  with  a  wife  and  six  children,  in  a  living  which  had 
been  conferred  on  him  by  the  Marquis  of  Normanby. 
The  living  paid  fifty  pounds  a  year,  which  meant  about 
$250  at  a  time  when  a  dollar  (if  there  had  been  such  a 
thing)  would  have  been  worth  at  least  four  times  what  it 
now  is.  Not  bad  for  a  country  parish.  But  the  Marquis 
of  Normanby,  like  a  good  many  noblemen  of  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century,  had  rather  sketchy  ideas  as  to  the  sanctity 
of  the  marriage  bond.  The  young  minister  didn’t  like  the 
situation,  and  said  so.  One  day  he  came  home  to  find  the 
lady  in  the  case  sitting  in  the  parlor  of  the  parsonage. 
He  put  her  out,  which  was  equivalent  to  a  resignation. 

Of  course,  this  was  only  an  early  instance  of  the 
courage  that  always  marked  him.  That  famous  fire  in 
the  Epworth  rectory  was  started  because  he  would  preach 
sermons  in  which  he  told  his  parishioners  precisely  what 
a  bad  lot  they  were.  He  was  generally  in  hot  water  for 
too  plain  speaking  while  he  was  at  Epworth.  The  tale 
of  the  way  in  which  they  used  to  drive  off  his  cattle,  and 
bum  his  crops,  and  torment  his  dog,  and  gather  in  front 


of  his  rectory  to  beat  on 
tinpans  and  blow  horns 
and  generally  express 
their  disapproval  shows 
that,  whatever  else  that 
famous  Epworth  train¬ 
ing  may  have  provided 
for  little  John  and  little 
Charles,  it  gave  a  very 
incomplete  course  indeed 
in  the  supple  art  of 
truckling. 

Then,  finally  there 
were  the  great  hours  for 
the  rector  of  Epworth 
when  he  was  putting  the 
imprint  of  his  character 
deep  on  his  sons.  Was 
Susannah  the  teacher  in 
that  rectory  schoolroom.^  She  was;  and  from  her 
wonderful  qualities  as  a  teacher  I  would  be  the  last 
to  detract.  But  Samuel  had  something  to  give  his  boys 
that  even  she  lacked.  He  had  an  appreciation  of  the 
evangelical  spirit  in  religion.  Oh,  I  know  what  a  Tory 
high  churchman  he  was!  How  he  fussed  around  over 
his  wife’s  holding  services  while  he  was  away  from  home ! 
But,  beyond  all  that,  the  rector  had  a  perception  of  re¬ 
ligion  as  an  inner,  self-authenticating  experience  which 
Susannah  Wesley,  during  the  Epworth  period,  did  not 
have.  (It  came  to  her  later,  she  told  her  son  John,  after 
the  period  of  the  Methodist  revival  had  opened.) 

When  the  Curtain  Goes  Down 

To  me  there  is  something  infinitely  moving  in  the  last 
glimpses  that  we  have  of  Samuel  Wesley,  lying  there  in 
the  Epworth  rectory,  with  his  family  about  him.  To 
his  son  John — the  “Jack”  of  whom,  as  fellow  of  Lincoln, 
he  is  so  proud — the  old  man  whispers,  as  the  final  shadows 
close  in,  “The  inward  witness,  son,  the  inward  witness — 
this  is  the  proof,  the  strongest  proof,  of  Christianity.” 
And  to  his  youngest  son,  Charles,  the  father,  struggling 
back  up  out  of  the  mists  of  unconsciousness,  rouses  him¬ 
self  to  whisper :  “Charles,  be  steady ;  the  Christian  faith 
will  surely  revive  in  these  kingdoms.  You  shall  see  it, 
though  I  shall  not.”  Who  can  but  catch,  in  those  two 
sentences  of  farewell,  the  characteristic  notes  of  experi¬ 
ence  and  optimism  that  were  to  mark  the  later  revival 
led  by  those  two  sons.? 

It  has  been  a  serious  mistake  which  Methodist  history 
has  made  in  underestimating  the  contribution  of  Samuel 
Wesley.  Perhaps  it  has  not  been  so  much  the  fault  of 
our  historians  as  of  Samuel  himself.  There  were  aspects 
of  his  life  on  which  it  is  easy  to  look  with  condescension. 
He  took  such  a  pathetic  pride  in  the  two  hundred  cou¬ 
plets  that  he  ground  out  every  day;  his  poetry  was  so 
ordinary ;  his  commentaries  were  so  dull ;  his  worries  over 
money  were  so  all-absorbing  at  times.  But  take  all  these 
things  into  account,  and  write  them  off  on  the  debit  side 
as  heavily  as  you  please,  and  there  still  remains  the  figure 
of  a  man  who  had  a  profound  effect  on  the  making  of 
his  sons.  For  when  you  look  at  John  Wesley  and  his 
work  and  see  a  love  of  order,  an  evangelical  spirit,  an 
insistence  on  morality  in  both  high  and  low  places,  a 
complete  readiness  to  defy  convention,  and  a  lion’s  cour- 
you  may  discern  standing  behind  him  the  form  of 
his  father. 


From  “John  Weoley,  The  Methodiei."  Permieeion  o!  The  Melhodiet  Book  Coneem. 
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The  Maveety’s  Golden  Wedding 


Dr.  and  MRS.  P.  J.  MAVEETY  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  anniversary  on  November  6, 
1926.  “There  was  no  celebration — what  you 
might  call  a  celebration,”  said  Dr.  Maveety  in  speaking 
of  the  event.  “We  have  only  a  small  apartment  and  a 
crowd  wouldn’t  fit  in  it.  However,  our  daughters  from 
Michigan,  with  their  husbands  and  children,  and  our  son 
from  Iowa  came  in — six  of  our  nine  children  were  with 
us  for  a  little  dinner.  We  have  nineteen  grandchildren.” 

Dr.  Maveety  was  born  in  Longford  County,  Ireland, 
and  came  to  this  country  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old. 
He  met  Mrs.  Maveety  and  married  her  in  1876.  They 
lived  in  Lyndonville,  N.  Y.,  and  then  moved  to  Evanston, 
Ill.,  so  that  the  Doctor  might  attend  Garrett  Biblical 
Institute.  He  was  ordained  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
ministry  in  1878,  and  took  his  first  pastorship  in  Olivet, 
Mich.,  in  the  same  year. 

In  1907,  representing  the  Albion  District,  Michigan, 
at  General  Conference,  he  was  elected  field  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  Freedmen’s  Aid,  and  Sunday 
Schools.  There  is  a  little  story  about  that.  Dr.  Ed¬ 
wards,  head  of  the  General  Committee,  said: 


“You  can’t  study  and  know  all  about  every  country. 
The  thing  to  do  is  to  intensively  study  one  section  and 
find  out  everything  about  it — so,  take  your  pick.” 

Dr.  Maveety  chose  America.  Consequently,  he  took 
the  Negro  schools  and  began  studying  them.  He  visited 
the  schools  in  the  South  and  the  institutes  throughout 
the  States.  He  was  elected  secretary  to  the  Schools  for 
Negroes,  with  offices  at  Cincinnati,  and  came  to  Chicago 
when  that  division  was  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  here. 

“The  world  to-day  is  better  than  it  was  fifty  years 
ago,”  he  said.  “I  am  a  hopeless  optimist  when  it  comes 
to  discussing  our  modem  times.  Our  people  are  healthier 
and  better.  They  live  better  to-day — they  have  more  op¬ 
portunities  and  advantages — they  should  be  better.  The 
girls  are  better,  too,  in  spite  of  all  this  pessimistic  chatter 
about  the  flapper.  They  know  how  to  take  care  of  them¬ 
selves,  they  know  how  to  dress  healthier,  and  they  are 
better  looking — you  can  tell  the  folks  that  there  is  one 
who  is  the  best  of  them  all — ^and  that’s  my  wife.  I  have 
lived  fifty  happy  years  with  her,  and  am  willing  to  go  on 
another  fifty,  the  Lord  willing.’!  , 


The  Atlanta  Annual  Conference 


The  thirtieth  session  of  the  Atlanta  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  convened  in 
South  Atlanta  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Dr. 
C.  L.  Johnson,  pastor,  December  1,  1926,  with  Bishop 
E.  G.  Richardson,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  presiding.  Bishop  R.  E. 
Jones,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  who  was  appointed  tojmld  the  Con¬ 
ference,  could  not  be  present  in  the  first  day’s  session 
because  of  the  serious  illness  of  his  wife.  He  arrived 
Thursday  morning  and  took  up  the  work  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  presided  the  remaining  days  with  grace  and 
dignity. 

The  first  day’s  session  opened  with  a  warm  devotional 
service.  The  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  ad¬ 
ministered  by  Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson,  assisted  by  the 
four  district  superintendents  and  the  pastor  of  the  church. 
During  this  hour  of  consecration  the  Holy  Spirit  burned 
upon  the  altar  of  our  hearts.  The  roll  was  called  and 
most  of  the  members  answered  to  their  name.  With  bowed 
heads  the  Conference  stood  while  the  roll  of  the  honored 
dead — the  Rev.  J.  E.  Watkins,  the  Rev.  G.  Y.  Flemister, 
and  the  Rev.  R.  T.. Brantley — was  called.  Bishop  Rich¬ 
ardson  offered  a  fervent  prayer. 

The  following  officers  of  the  Conference  were  elected: 
the  Rev.  N.  A.  Bridges,  secretary ;  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Woods, 
statistician;  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Adams,  treasurer;  and  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Griffith,  reporter  to  the  press.  A  cordial 
welcome  was  extended  by  the  following  persons :  Dr.  J.  W. 
E.  Bowen,  in  behalf  of  the  schools;  Mr.  L.  J.  Price,  in 
behalf  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Miss  Maud 
Holland,  in  behalf  of  the  Baptist  Churches,  all  of  whom 
reflected  great  honor  upon  the  Conference  and  great  credit 
to  themselves.  Dr.  L.  H.  King,  with  well-chosen  words 
and  great  eloquence,  made  the  response. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Jones  was  presented  to  the  Conference  and 
made  a  strong  appeal  for  the  Board  of  Pensions  and 
Relief.  By  his  request  a  resolution  was  adopted  setting 
aside  each  year  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  Conference 


Claimants  collection  for  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Re¬ 
lief.  Dr.  J.  N.  C.  Coggins,  pastor  of  the  Mt.  Calvary 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  New  York  City,  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Conference,  and  was  asked  by  Bishop  E.  G. 
Richardson  to  preside  over  the  afternoon  session  of  the 
Conference.  This  he  did  with  ease  and  much  pleasure. 

Dr.  Luther  E.  Lovejoy,  a  representative  of  the  church, 
laid  great  emphasis  upon  the  practice  of  Christian  stew¬ 
ardship  as  the  only  means  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  church 
and  the  world.  Dr.  I.  G.  Penn  was  presented  to  the  Con¬ 
ference  and  made  a  strong  plea  for  Clark  University. 
After  giving  a  brief  outline  of  what  Clark  had  accom¬ 
plished  and  of  her  future  needs,  he  pleaded  with  the  Con¬ 
ference  to  raise  an  average  of  one  dollar  per  member  for 
the  benefit  of  Clark.  At  the  close  of  his  address  $116 
was  laid  upon  the  table  for  Clark  University. 

Dr.  P.  J.  Maveety  brought  greetings  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  commended  Clark  for  its  achievements.  Dr. 
M.  S.  Davage,  president  of  Clark,  brought  greetings  and 
helpful  information  to  the  Conference,  informing  us  that 
Clark  has  attained  a  class  “A”  rating,  now  having  226 
college  students  and  200  high-school  students.  President 
George  H.  Trever,  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary, 
brought  a  special  message  representing  this  school.  Other 
members  of  the  Gammon  faculty  who  visited  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  brought  greetings  were:  Dr.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen, 
Willis  J.  King,  John  R.  VanPelt,  and  R.  N.  Brooks.  Dr. 
D.  D.  Martin,  general  secretary  of  the  Stewart  Mission¬ 
ary  Foundation  for  Africa,  presided  on  Young  People’s 
Night,  at  which  time  Dr.  F.  H.  Butler,  secretary  of  the 
Department  of  Colored  Work  of  the  Board  of  Epworth 
League,  and  Dr.  James  McMorries,  representative  of  the 
Board  of  Sunday  Schools,  brought  strong  messages  of 
greeting  and  cheer  from  their  boards. 

On  Thursday  night  the  Conference  was  thrilled  by 
fine  music  rendered  by  the  South  Atlanta  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  choir,  and  a  fine  chorus  from  Clark  Uni- 
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versity.  Dr.  I.  6.  Penn  spoke  on  this  night  in  the  interest 
of  the  Board  of  Education.  The  Rev.  L.  W.  Stirckland 
was  admitted  into  full  membership  into  the  Conference. 
The  following  brethren  were  ordained  deacons:  T.  R. 
Albert,  F.  B.  Clay,  H.  H.  Jones,  F.  J.  Frye,  and  T.  H. 
Forteson.  The  Rev.  R.  E.  L.  Beasley  was  transferred 
from  the  Central  Alabama  Conference  to  the  Atlanta; 
the  Rev.  H.  J.  Gordon  was  transferred  from  the  Savannah 
to  the  Atlanta  Conference,  while  Dr,  J.  N.  C.  Coggin  was 
transferred  to  the  New  York  East  Conference.  The  Rev. 
N.  A  .Bridges  was  granted  a  year’s  leave  of  absence.  The 
Rev.  R.  T.  Adams  was  placed  on  the  retired  list.  The 
character  of  each  district  superintendent  and  pastor  was 
passed.  There  was  a  spirit  of  brotherly  love  manifested 
throughout  ^he  Conference.  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  was  a 
big  brother  tb*  us  all.  The  men  of  the  Conference  were 
loud  in  their  praise  of  his  dignified  way  in  handling  the 
business  of  the  Conference. 

Among  the  many  visitors  who  attended  the  Conference 
were  the  following :  Drs.  G.  W.  Lewis,  E.  D.  Petty,  J.  W. 
Whitfield;  Dean  Thomas  Holgate,  of  Northwestern  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  Professor  Lee,  representative  of  the  Rosen- 
wald  Fund.  All  of  these  were  presented  to  the  Confer¬ 


ence. 


Dr.  W.  H.  Huff,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  preached  three 
soul-stirring  sermons,  at  the  close  of  which  preachers  and  , 
laymen  came  forward  to  the  altar  seeking  power  divine.  ^ 
Every  afternoon  there  was  a  pentecostal  shower.  He 
preached  to  the  delight  of  all  present.  May  God  bless 
Dr.  Huff. 

Sunday  was  a  high  day.  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  was  at 
his  best.  He  used  for  a  text  Phil.  2.  6,  “Let  this  mind 
be  in  you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.”  He  lifted  his 
audience  at  will,  and  made  a  profound  impression  on  all 
who  heard  him  for  good.  People  came  in  large  numbers 
from  Newnan,  Griffin,  McDonough,  Gainesville,  Rome, 
and  almost  from  every  charge  in  the  Conference  to  see 
and  hear  Bishop  Jones  preach.  The  collection  Sunday 
morning  was  $109,  which  was  raised  in  five  minutes. 
Everything  was  done  in  decency  and  order.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  given  Dr.  C.  L.  Johnson  and  the  good 
people  of  South  Atlanta  for  the  high-class  entertainment 
given  to  the  Conference.  Everybody  seemed  to  have  been 
happy  in  doing  their  bit  to  make  us  feel  at  home.  The 
ordination  service  in  the  afternoon  was  followed  by  the 
reading  of  the  appointments,  and  then  came  the  memorial 
service.  The  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  in  McDon¬ 
ough,  Ga.,  in  1927. — Joseph  Griffith,  Reporter. 

'  .J 


Annual  Meeting 


Board  of  Temperance,  Prohibition,  and  Public  Morals  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  December  10,  1926 


A  T  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Temperance, 
r\  just  held  at  Washington,  Dr.  Clarence  True  Wil¬ 
son  faced  the  issue  of  the  recent  attacks  by  the 
wet  press  and  politicians,  declaring  that  Methodists  are 
following  in  the  steps  of  Jesus  Christ  when  they  tread 
the  paths  of  reform.  His  report  was  entitled,  “Jesus 
Christ  the  Reformer,”  and  he  declared  that  Jesus  spoke 
with  a  prophetic  note,  and  not  with  priestly  formality. 
“I  do  not  know  where  the  people  who  want  us  to  be  like 
Jesus  and  do  nothing  about  the  recognized  wrongs  of 
society  get  their  ideas  of  what  Jesus  was  and  what  He 
did,”  said  Dr.  Wilson.  “The  Jesus  of  the  New  Testament 
was  a  reformer  and  a  regenerator.  He  instituted  prin¬ 
ciples  that  have  been  revolutionary  in  human  society,  and 
whether  you  judge  by  His  own  ministry,  by  the  book  He 
adopted  as  His  Bible,  or  by  the  acts  of  the  apostles  He 
trained,  you  will  find  that  Jesus  was  the  greatest  as  well 
as  the  first  of  the  Christian  reformers.” 

“The  Methodist  Board  of  Temperance  exercises  merely 
the  ancient  right  of  petition,”  he  contended.  “Some  peo¬ 
ple  would  like  to  close  our  mouths  in  order  to  protect 
their  evil  purposes,  but  we  have  a  right  to  arouse  senti¬ 
ment  against  evil  in  public  life  and  to  express  that  senti¬ 
ment  by  petition  to  government.” 

Dr.  Wilson  declared  that  the  Board  of  Temperance 
had  never  spent  a  dollar  or  a  moment  of  time  in  getting 
positions  for  Methodists,  that  it  would  oppose  sectarian 
appropriations  for  the  Methodist  Church  as  much  as  it 
would  for  the  Catholic  Church,  that  it  had  steadfastly 
refused  to  support  even  worthy  measures  which  could  not 
(^be  properly  classed  as  a  matter  of  public  morals.  He 
asserted  that  no  fair-minded  man  could  find  a  single  in¬ 
stance  where  any  act  of  the  Board  had  prompted  sec¬ 
tarian  religious  interests  by  public  means,  and  he  pointed 


to  the  obvious  motives  of  wet  critics  who  are  trying  to 
discredit  all  organizations  which  may  stand  in  the  way 
of  complete  conquest  of  the  Government  by  the  Brewery 
Trust  and  wet  politics. 

The  resolutions  prepared  by  the  Committee  on  Edu¬ 
cation,  Prohibition,  and  Literature,  and  adopted  by  the 
board,  favored  the  administration  program  of  prohibition 
legislation,  called  attenton  to  the  need  for  steadfastness 
in  defense  of  the  prohibition  law,  for  a  continued  effort 
to  restrain  immoral  influences  as  expressed  in  the  maga¬ 
zines  and  on  the  stage,  and  warned  the  church  of  the 
growing  evil  of  gambling. 

The  Committee  on  Organization  and  Advance  offered 
the  following  resolutions: 

1.  That  we  all  commend  the  continuance  of  confer¬ 
ences  for  the  suppression  of  improper  literature. 

2.  That  an  organization  of  laymen  in  each  Confer¬ 
ence  be  established,  similar  to  the  Minute  Men  of  the 
Centenary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  represent  the  work 
of  this  board  in  public  addresses  in  all  of  the  churches 
of  each  Conference. 

3.  That  the  prohibition  oratorical  contests  estab¬ 
lished  during  the  last  year  be  continued,  and  that  we  give 
our  hearty  support  to  the  grand  final  prohibition  ora¬ 
torical  contest,  to  be  held  in  Washington,  June  17  and 
18,  1927. 

4.  That  we  co-operate  with  the  Department  of  Dra¬ 
matics  of  the  World  Service  Commission  to  the  end  that 
playlets  suitable  for  us^  in  Sunday  schools,  Epworth  'll 
Leagues,  Conferences,  and  assemblies,  based  upon  our  * 
various  types  of  reform,  be  provided  and  distributed. 

5.  That  we  commend  the  action  of  the  Central  Office 
of  the  Epworth  League  in  the  adoption  of  the  book  of 
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Mr.  Deets  Pickett,  entitled  “Alcohol  and  the  New  Age,” 
and  that  we  urge  that  the  Epworth  League  institutes  es- 
lablish  a  course  of  study,  using  this  book  as  a  textbook. 

6.  That  we  endorse  the  employment  of  Dr.  George 
Mecklenberg  to  conduct  a  campaign  lasting  until  the 
meeting  of  the  next  General  Conference  with  the  hope 
that  we  may  clear  our  indebtedness  by  that  time,  and 
that  Dr.  Mecklenberg  be  given  our  hearty  support  and 
co-operation. 

7.  That  the  Executive  Committee  secure  a  member 
of  the  Negro  race  who  shall  promote  the  ideals  for  which 
our  board  and  church  stand,  just'  as  soon  as  funds  may 
he  found  for  this  purpose. 

8.  That  we  early  make  preparation  to  appeal  to  the 
foreign-speaking  people  of  the  United  States-  through 
tlie  employment  of  a  specialist  to  gather  and  disseminate 
information  to  the  foreign-language  press. 

9.  That,  believing  that  our  board,  through  its  influ¬ 
ence,  can  be  of  increasing  use  to  World  Service,  and 
would,  if  its  activities  wei’e  given  wider  scope  by  greater 
support,  we  ask  instead  of  1.41%  as  our  apportionment, 
an  increase  to  at  least  2%  of  the  total  receipts  to  enable 

ur  board  to  carry  on  the  work  that  it  has  been  doing 
nd  in  a  larger  way  to  meet  the  crying  needs  of  the  present 
time. 
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Legislation. — ^Resolutions  prepared  by  the  Committee 
on  Prohibition  and  Public  Policy,  whose  report  was 
adopted  as  a  petition  to  Congress,  asked  for  the  early 
consideration  and  passage  of  the  following  bills,  essential 
to  effective  prohibition  enforcement : 

1.  HR-10729. — A  bill  providing  for  the  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  the  prohibition  and  customs  service,  including 
Civil  Service.  This  bill  is  absolutely  essential  to  satis¬ 
factory  enforcement  of  the  prohibition  law,  has  been  re¬ 
quested  by  the  Administration,  and  should  receive  the 
support  of  all  friends  of  law  enforcement  without  regard 
to  party. 

2.  The  Graham-Goff  bill  511  (HR-12041  and  HR- 
12215),  providing  certain  amendments  to  the  National 
Prohibition  Act  which  are  proven  by  experience  to  be 
absolutely  necessary.  This  bill  is  known  in  the  Senate  as 
the  Goff  bill.  Senate  2823,  was  introduced  in  one  form 
on  April  2,  1926,  and  in  another  form  on  May  6,  1926, 
and  has  been  favorably  reported  by  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee. 

3.  HR-3821,  introduced  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Cram- 
ton,  passed  March  29,  1926,  and  reported  in  the  Senate 
by  the  Civil  Service  Committee,'  is  known  as  the  Cml 
Service  bill  and  places  officers  of  the  Prohibition  Service 
in  that  class. 


Mrs.  J.  W.  Pinkney  Passes  to  Rest 


Mrs.  LOUTISHA  PINKNEY  was  born  in  Waco, 
Texas,  January  14,  1882.  Her  parents  were 
Wallace  Howel,  a  Choctaw  Indian,  and  JEmolene 
Williams,  now  asleep  in  California.  She  died  in  the  Mar¬ 
tins  Ferry  parsonage 
October  26,  1926,  in 
her  forty-fourth  year. 
Throughout  her  whole 
life  she  was  a  faithful 
worker  for  Christ. 

She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Pinkney  thirty 
years  ago,  to  which 
union  nine  children 
were  bora,  eight  having 
preceded  her  in  death. 

She  lived  in  parson¬ 
ages  of  the  following 
States :  Texas,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  Indiana,  and 
Kentucky.  She  was  the 
organizer  of  the  Wom¬ 
an’s  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Conference  in  the 
South.  She  was  a 
great  songster.  In  1910  she  graduated  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Southern  California  in  music  and  art.  She 
taught  in  the  public  schools  at  Beaver  Dam,  Ky.,  and 
was  a  teacher  in  the  Martins  Ferry  Religious  Day  Train- 
ng  and  Week-day  Bible  School.  She  leaves  to  mourn 
their  loss  a  husband  and  one  daughter. 

Some  of  her  favorite  songs  were:  “It  Pays  to  Serve 
Jesus.”  “Jesus  Is  All  the  World  to  Me”;  this  is  the 
song  she  sang  at  the  death  of  both  girls.  The  other 
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song  she  favored  and  sang  at  the  death  of  her  sister  and 
mother-in-law  is,  “I  Would  Not  Live  Alway.” 

Passages  of  Scripture  she  often  repeated  are:  “Let 
the  words  of  my  mouth  and  the  meditation  of  my  heart 
be  acceptable  to  thee,  O  God,  my  strength  and  my  Re¬ 
deemer.”  “Arise,  my  love,  my  fair  one,  and  come  away.” 
“If  I  lay  down  my  life,  I  will  take  it  up  again.” 

Her  last  conversation  was:  “You  ministers  get  to¬ 
gether  and  see  if  you  can’t  get  our  colored  people  to  at¬ 
tend  some  church.  There  are  dark  days  coming.  I  may 
or  may  not  be  here.  My  little  baby  girl  I  leave  with  you. 
Do  the  best  you  can  for  her.  I  hope  to  get  well,  I  may 
not;  keep  up  our  love  and  service  to  God.  I  go  and  I 
will  come  to  you  and  be  with  you  in  spirit.” 

Hers  was  a  large  and  impressive  funeral.  Tender 
tributes  were  offered  by  the  Rev.  F.  L.  Ferguson,  district 
superintendent,  Columbus,  Ohio ;  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Redmond, 
D.D.,  of  Chicago.  There  were  also  floral  tributes  from 
the  white  neighbors.  Songs  w'ere  sung  by  the  members 
of  the  County  Bible  Class,  of  which  she  was  the  teacher. 
Resolutions  of  many  organizations  were  read,  and  flowers 
from  the  Lexington  Home  Conference  Mission  and  Wom¬ 
an’s  Foreign  Missionary  Societies,  of  which  she  was  the 
organizer  for  the  colored  work  of  Texas. 

The  following  ministers  were  present  and  took  part: 
The  Rev.  W.  M.  Kellog,  of  Steubenville;  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liams  and  the  Rev.  Lee,  of  Wheeling,  W,  Va. ;  the  Ray. 
C.  M.  Lee,  of  Cadiz,  Ohio ;  the  Rev.  Lawrence,  of  Bellair^, 
Ohio;  the  Rev.  Callaway,  of  the  African  Methodist  Epis^ 
copal  Church,  Martins  Ferry,  Ohio;  the  Rev.  Tarrence, 
of  Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Church,  Bridgeport,  Ohio.  Inter¬ 
ment  was  at  Riverview  Cemetery.  Her  loved  ones  and 
many  friends  who  mourn  their  loss,  sorrow  not  without 
hope  for  they  shall  see  her  again,  rested  from  her  labors 
through  His  eternal  grace. 


14 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  January  6,  1927 


The  Rev.  W.  A.  Oats  Enters 
Final  Rest 

By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Isabel 

A  NOTHER  name  is  dropped  from  the  roll  of  the 
Mississippi  Annual  Conference.  The  Rev.  W.  A. 
^  Oats  was  bom  in  North  Carolina  in  1876.  His 
parents  moved  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  when  he  was 
quite  young  and  settled  in  Holmes  County.  He  finished 
the  work  of  the  public  schools  of  Yazoo  City,  and  in  later 
years  went  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  became  a  student  of 
Clark  University  and  Gammon  Theological  Seminary. 
While  attending  there  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie  A. 
Mullin,  of  Rome,  Ga.,  September  6,  1899. 

Returning  to  his  home,  he  joined  the  Mississippi  An¬ 
nual  Conference  in  1906,  and  served  the  following  charges : 
lintonia;  Pratt  Chapel,  Jackson;  St.  John,  Natchez; 
Fayette,  Bay  St.  Louis ;  Pearlington,  Sumrall ;  Florence, 
Lampton;  Lake  Circuit,  Craig;  Canton  Circuit,  Brook- 
haven  ;  McLain. 

On  the  23d  of  last  May,  while  on  his  way  to  assist 
the  Rev.  David  Ray  in  his  revival,  the  train  on  which 
he  was  riding  was  wrecked,  thus  rendering  him  quite  a 
severe  injury.  After  the  examination  of  three  physicians, 
it  was  found  that  his  greatest  injury  was  internal,  with 
two  fractured  ribs.  He  spent  several  weeks  confined  in 
his  home,  and  more  than  three  weeks  on  crutches.  In  fact, 
he  never  recovered.  About  five  weeks  ago  his  illness  be¬ 
came  so  severe  that  he  was  forced  to  stop  work,  and  his 
condition  continually  grew  worse  until  his  death.  He 
died  Tuesday  morning,  November  23,  at  fifty-one  years 
of  age.  He  leaves  a  wife,  daughter,  two  brothers,  five 
sisters,  and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn. 

The  funeral  was  held  Friday,  November  27,  at  Pratt 
Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  following 
brethren  were  present  and  participated  in  the  funeral 
services :  Dr.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  Jr.,  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Webb, 
the  Rev.  H.  E.  Morgan,  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Marshall,  the 
Rev.  H.  Holston ;  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Greer,  of  Parish  Street 
Baptist  Church ;  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Chapman,  of  the  Colored 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Dr.  R.  L.  Johnson,  of 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  all  spoke  on 
different  phases  of  the  life  of  the  Rev.  Oats.  After  read¬ 
ing  the  letters  and  telegrams  of  sympathy,  the  funeral 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  N.  W.  Ross,  of  Canton.  A 
duet  was  rendered  from  the  class  of  1927,  Jackson  Col¬ 
lege,  of  which  Miss  Oats  is  a  member.  'A  special  solo 
was  also  rendered  by  Mrs.  R.  L.  Johnson,  musician  of 
Campbell  College.  The  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Lin¬ 
coln  Cemetery. 

Mrs.  Mary  P.  Jackson  Passes 

Mrs.  MARY  P.  JACKSON,  the  loving  wife  of 
the  Rev.  John  H.  Jackson,  was  bom  in  Sauls- 
bury,  Md.,  March  11,  1846.  Her  adopted 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noah  Jones,  in  their  humble  way 
^ried  to  give  her  a  Christian  training,  which  was  suc¬ 
cessfully  done.  She  was  the  youngest  of  four  children, 
three  girls  and  one  boy.  She  was  married  to  the  late 
Rev.  John  H.  Jackson,  a  faithful  member  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Conference,  in  1869.  She  was  faithful  to  him 
in  his  gospel  ministry  until  Gqf)  took  him  home. 

There  were  three  sons  and  three  daughters  bora  to 


them,  four  of  whom  survive:  Thomas  N.  Jackson,  a  real 
estate  broker  in  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Dr.  William  H.  Jack- 
son,  a  druggist  in  Washington,  D.  C. ;  the  Rev.  J.  Alfrec^ 
Jackson,  of  Washington  Conference,  now  stationed  in 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  and  Mrs.  Lula  B.  Brooks,  of  Balti¬ 
more,  Md.,  and  seven  grandchildren. 

She  was  indeed  an  ideal  mother,  ever  striving  to  do 
the  right  by  all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact,  and 
making  untold  sacrifices  that  her  children  might  be  happy. 
She  often  expressed  the  desire  that  when  her  physical 
strength  had  failed  and  she  could  no  more  be  active  in 
serving  humanity,  she  wanted  to  go  home  to  God.  On 
Saturday,  December  4,  1926,  her  desire  Was  fulfilled, 
and  she  quietly  passed  away  to  her  eternal  rest. 

Her  funeral  was  held  in  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  December  ,7,  at  1  P.  M. 
A  large  crowd  attended,  together  with  'a. creditable  rep¬ 
resentation  of  the  ministers  of  the  Washington  Confer¬ 
ence.  Dr.  J.  U. -King  delivered  a  eulogy  which  char¬ 
acterized  her  life  very  fully. 

She  sleeps  the  eternal  sleep, 

But  she  shall  never  be  forgotten; 

We  still  hear  her  words  of  counsel,  « 

We  still  see  her  motherly  smile. 

Some  bright  day  we  shall  meet  her, 

When  the  mist  has  cleared  away. 

J.  A.  P. 

The  Commission  of  Ten 
in  India 

The  commission  from  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  now  visiting  in  India  attended  a  great  gather¬ 
ing  of  Indian  leaders  and  Methodist  missionaries 
at  Lucknow,  November  13-22.  Bishops  Robinson  and 
Badley,  of  India,  and  Bishop  Welch,  of  Korea,  were  pres¬ 
ent,  together  with  the  complete  personnel  of  three  of  the 
Hindustani-speaking  Conferences  in  India,  viz.,  Lucknow 
Conference,  North  India  Conference,  and  Northwest  India 
Conference,  making  a  gathering  of  about  four  hundred, 
pastors  and  missionaries. 

Dr.  R.  E.  Diffendorfer,  Prof.  W.  J.  Thompson,  Mr. 
William  Boyd,  and  Dr.  Frank  Neff,  with  their  wives,  were 
present  as  the  representatives  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  and  spent  a  profitable  ten  days  in  conferences, 
interviews,  and  discussions  with  Indians  and  missionaries 
on  the  many  problem  centering  around  the  development 
of  the  Christian  church  of  India.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Diffen¬ 
dorfer  were  the  guests  of  Principal  J.  R.  Chitambar, 
Lucknow  Christian  College,  during  their  stay,  and  the 
other  members  of  the  commission  were  cordially  received 
into  the  homes  of  various  missionary  families  in  Lucknow. 

The  business  sessions  of  the  Annual  Conferences  were 
held  simultaneously  in  different  places  each  morning,  and 
joint  sessions  were  held  at  the  large  Central  Hindustani 
Church  in  the  afternoon,  on  such  special  subjects  as  Chris¬ 
tian  education,  evangelistic  work,  social  uplift,  and  eco¬ 
nomic  advance.  At  6.16  each  evening  there  were  a  series 
of  addresses  for  the  deepening  of  the  spiritual  life  byl 
Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones,  and  one  evening  was  given  to  an^ 
address  by  Bishop  Welch,  on  ‘‘Conditions  in  Korea  and 
Japan.**  The  Rev.  Stanley  High  was  present  during  the 
sessions  at  Lucknow,  having  come  recently  from  Africa 


January  6,  1927 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


15 


4 


on  his  world  tour  of  Methodist  missions,  under  special 
assignment  to  write  for  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

On  the  final  Sunday  of  the  Conference  Dr.  Diffen- 
dorfer,  as  well  as  the  Rev.  High,  preached  inspiring  mes¬ 
sages  to  the  missionary  congregations,  sounding  a  pro¬ 
phetic  note  for  the  new  day  of  the  missionary  enterprise 
which  shall  increasingly  lift  Christ  to  a  place  of  suprem¬ 
acy  in  the  mind  and  heart  of  India. 


Laymen  Freshly  Stirred 

Though  they  have  done  remarkably  well  in  their 
interest  and  contribution  to  the  benevolent  program 
of  the  church,  considering  the  reverses  by  drouth, 
flood,  and  the  migratory  movement  affecting  large  rural 
areas  of  their  territory,  the  laymen  of  South  Carolina 
Conference  are  girding  themselves  for  fresh  endeavors  in 
the  direction  of  an  advance  during  the  coming  year  in 
their  World  Service  giving. 

In  assurance  of  this  attitude,  the  Conference  Laymen’s 
Association,  Charles  W.  Caldwell,  president,  at  their  Oc¬ 
tober  meeting  in  Orangeburg,  passed  the  following  reso- 
^tions,  which  have  in  them  stimulating  effect  both  for 
eir  own  and  for  all  the  colored  Conferences  of  our  Meth- 
ddism : 

“Whereas,  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  its 
membership  of  six  millions,  and  its  record  of  service  in  the 
world  from  the  days  of  Wesley  until  now,  has  become  not 
only  a  great  spiritual  institution,  but  also  a  factor  for 
individual  and  civic  righteousness,  and  a  recognized  factor 
operating  in  this  world  for  human  welfare  in  the  name  of 
Christianity;  therefore,  be  it 

“Resolved,  That  we,  the  laymen  of  the  South  Carolina 
Conference,  in  their  aimual  convention,  determine  to  give 
our  fullest  support  and  co-operation  to  the  whole  World 
Service  program  of  our  church,  as  a  large  part  of  our 
Christian  duty,  and  that  we  set  for  our  goal  again  10  cents 
per  member  weekly  from  every  member,  from  every  local 
church  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference;  be  it  further 
“Resolved,  That  in  each  local  church  there  should  be 
efforts  made  to  set  before  the  membership  the  needs  that 
make  World  Service  so  urgent. 

“We  recommend  that  effort  be  made  in  every  local 
urch  to  bring  the  needs  of  our  unfortunate  brethren  in 
every  part  of  the  world  to  the  membership.  We  feel  that 
those  ‘ties  that  bind  our  hearts  in  Christian  love’  will 
cause  all  willingly  to  give  more  to  World  Service  when 
the  great  human  needs  involved  and  the  consequences  in 
Kingdom  expansion  are  clearly  understood. 

“Therefore,  we  recommend  that  a  thorough  program 
of  education  be  carried  on  in  connection  with  the  World 
Service  efforts  in  every  local  church. — ^J.  B.  Randolph, 
Chairman  of  Committee.” 


For  many  years  the  church  was  too  small  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  great  crowds  who  came  at  each  service  to 
hear  him  speak.  So  God  gave  a  new  church,  spacious 
and  beautiful,  which  is  crowded  each  Sabbath  morning, 
and  large  crowds  come  during  the  week  to  hear  him  speak 
on  the  many  interesting  texts  and  subjects  from  the  Bible. 
On  November  7,  Dr.  Tindley  selected  these  words,  “And 
God  said”;  his  subject  was,  “God’s  Word.”  As  he  ex¬ 
pounded  the  Word,  every  face  in  that  vast  crowd  filling 
the  auditorium  and  gallery  showed  interest;  every  heart 
present  was  stirred,  and  every  burden  lightened. 

Not  only  is  our  Sunday  service  a  point  of  interest, 
but  the  very  unpopular  Tuesday  night  prayer  meeting 
is  largely  attended  and  people  come  burdened  with  prayer 
and  song.  We  are  now  awaiting  the  installation  of  our 
$40,000  organ,  and  our  workers  are  busy  in  completing 
the  financial  arrangements  for  the  same. 

God  gave  us  a  great  man,  God  has  given  us  a  great 
church.  God,  make  us  a  great  people. — ^Adelaide  M. 
Jones. 

The  “Crime  Wave’*  in  the 
United  States 

(Continued  from  page  J^,) 

for  a  generation  engaged  in  a  hereditary  conspiracy  to 
flout  both  common  law  and  Constitution  by  every  means 
which  boasted  violence  and  degenerate  legislation  can 
suggest.  .  .  .  Northern  resentment  lapsed  into  ac¬ 

quiescence,  and  acquiescence  finally  changed  to  admira¬ 
tion  ...  we  succumbed  to  the  emotional  appeal  of 
the  South.” 

Otherwise  pious  people  may  delude  themselves  con¬ 
cerning  the  grave  implications  for  our  total  national  life 
of  this  Southern  type  of  lawlessness,  but  its  savage  danger 
lies  in  that  it  is  “legal  violence  perpetrated  under  a  Sup¬ 
posedly  tranquil  government”  and  its  gloomy  promises 
are  in  the  fact  of  the  system’s  far-reaching  and  stran¬ 
gling  clutch  upon  the  orderly  moral  procedure  of  our 
total  governmental  life.  This  same  violent  South  en¬ 
joys,  as  does  no  other  section  of  the  country,  extra  sec¬ 
tional  privileges,  and  notably  is  unduly  influential  in  our 
national  councils.  When  the  dormant  moral  conscience 
of  the  nation  timidly  dares  to  express  itself  against  the 
South’s  lynching  lust,  that  conscience  recoils,  sulmiits, 
and  becomes  shamelessly  quiescent  under  the  artful  fili¬ 
buster  of  a  Southern  politician  in  the  National  Congress. 
Even  our  present  methods  of  law  enactment  and  enforce¬ 
ment  are  vivid  evidence  of  an  atrophy  of  the  nation’s 
legal  and  moral  sense. 

And  yet  throughout  the  land  there  is  a  chorus  of 
self-pitying  because  of  the  prevalence  of  the  crime  wave. 


“Tindley  Temple,  ”  Philadelphia 

This  is  indeed  an  age  of  activities,  and  as  we  read 
of  the  many  things  going  on  elsewhere,  we  feel  that 
you  would  like  to  hear  from  the  North. 

It  seems  almost  unbelievable  that  after  twenty-five 
kars  of  toil  in  the  same  place,  with  the  same  people,  one 
Would  be  hailed  with  the  same  enthusiasm  as  some  “new¬ 
comer,”  some  great  evangelist.  Thjs  is  truly  the  position 
held  by  Dr.  C.  A.  Tindley,  of  East  Calvary  Methodist 
Episcopfil  Church,  “Tindley  Temple,”  Philadelphia. 


and  all.  the  while  we  show  a  spineless  attitude  in  the  mat^ 
ter  of  correction  of  the  eyils  of  which  we  complain.  T^e 
facts  of  cause  are  patent.  The  present  crime  wave  is 
but  our  classical  lawlessness,  chiefly  from  Western  and 
Southern  centers  of  radiation,  having  gained  strength 
sufllcient  to  become  the  dominant  philosophy  and  national 
force  in  our  body  politic.  These  old  ideals  of  physical 
force  'as  legithnate  means  of  control,  not  properly  re¬ 
strained  in  other  days,  have  gained  national' ascendency 
in  our  national  ethics  and  conduct.  The  spirit  of  these 
typical  sections  has  sowed  to  the  winds  of  lawlessness; 
the  nation  is  now  reaping  the  whirlwind  of  crime. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IlTTEUTATIONAI.  SeKIES 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


and  what  .relatively  insimificant  for  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,  life,  and  conduct. 

SAMUEL  HU8TOK  COLLEGE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessok  fob  Sukdat,  Jakuabt  16,  1927 


THE  CHRISTIAN’S  USE  OF  THE  BIBLE 


‘Thoroughly  fumUhed  unto  all  good  workt" 
(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 


FIRST  QUARTER.  LESSON  III.  JANUARY  16 


Scripture  Lesson — Deut.  6.  4-9;  2  Tim.  8. 
14-17. 

1.  How  Jesus  Used  His  Bible.  The  Chris¬ 
tian  is  a  follower  of  Jesus.  Therefore  before 
we  should  attempt  to  say  what  the  Christian’s 
conduct  should  be  along  any  particular  line, 
we  should  satisfy  ourselves  as  to  what  Jesus’ 
conduct  was  along  the  same  or  a  similar  line. 
Otherwise  we  are  apt  to  make  demands  of 
the  Christian  which  Jesus  Himself  did  not 
make,  with  which.  He  Himself  did  not  com¬ 
ply,  and  of  which  He  Himself  does  not  ap¬ 
prove.  The  Christian  should  make  certain 
uses  of  his  Bible.  These  uses  should  be 
suggested  by  the  use  Jesus  made  of  His. 
How  did  He  use  His  Bible?  Of  course  His 
Bible  included  only ‘the  Old  Testament.  But 
His  use  of  this  indicates  how  He  would 
have  used  whatever  was  considered  sacred 
Scriptures  by  His  social  group. 

As  all  Jewish  boys.  He  was  a  student  of 
the  Bible  from  early  childhood  (the  public 
schools  were  Bible  schools).  But  He  studied 
it,  not  merely  because  of  the  discipline  of 
custom,  but  He  early  manifested  a  personal 
interest  in  it.  By  the  age  of  twelve  He 
showed  an  interest  in  and  a  knowledge  of 
it  extraordinary  for  a  youth  of  that  age 
(Luke  2.  46f).  And  when  He  began  His 
ministry  He  bad  a  knowledge  of  it  equal 
to  any  man  of  His  day,  and  an  incompar¬ 
able  understanding  of  and  insight  into  its 
teachings.  Whatever  situation  arose,  His 
knowledge  of  the  Bible  was  one  of  His  ever¬ 
present  guides  in  dealing  with  it  (Luke  4. 
3-12;  19.  46f,  etc.,  etc.).;  that  is  to  say.  He 
used  the  Bible  as  a  guide  for  His  life  and 
conduct;  but  He  always  governed  Himself 
by  its  spirit  rather  than  its  letter  wherein 
there  was  seeming  conflict  between  them 
(Matt.  12.  1-18).  That  the  Psalms  held  an 
important  place  in  His  devotional  life  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  His  last  words 
before  His  death  was  an  attempt  to  repeat 
the  twenty-second  Psalm  (Matt.  27.  46). 

His  attitude  toward  the  Bible  was  one  of 
respect  and  reverence.  He  regarded  it  as 
the  Word  of  God,  though  not  every  word 
of  it  as  the  flnal  statement  on  the  subject 
with  which  it  deals.  So  He  found  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  change  or  correct  some  of  its  state¬ 
ments  in  harmony  with  the  higher  revelation 
of  God  to,  in,  and  through  Him  (Matt  6. 
21f,  27f,  81f,  33f,  88f,  48f).  The  fact  that  some 
of  its  statements  needed  revision  did  not 
lessen  in  the  least  His  respect  and  reverence 
for  the  Bible  as  a  whole.  So  in  His  work 
as  a. teacher;  that  is,  as  a  religious  and  social 
reformer.  He  did  not  teach  the  Bible,  but 
He  tau^t  principles,  and  used  the  Bible 
as  a  guide  or  a  support  to  those  principles 
as  far  as  He  could.  In  short,  Jesus’  atti¬ 
tude  toward  the  Bible  was  not  one  of  com¬ 
placent  acquiescence  in  everything  that  it 
taught,  but  one  of  intelligent  understand¬ 
ing,  and  not  one  of  fault  finding  with  those 
teachings  that  did  not  harmoniee  with  His 
superior  knowledn,  but  one  of  appreciation 
for  those  things  that  did  harmonise  with  His 
higher  spiritual,  moral,  and  social  standpoint. 

2.  How  the  Christian  Should  Use  Hi^  Bible. 
The  Christian’s  Bible  is  much  larger  than 
Jesus’  was;  and  the  addition  centers  around 
Jesus.  Jesus  nowhere  enjoined  upon  men  the 
study  of  the  Bible.  The  American  Revised 
Version  corrects  the  reading  of  John  5.  89 
in  the  King  James  Version,  which  makes  it 
a  command  or  request  instead  of  a  declara¬ 
tive  statement.  Jesus  did  not  need  to  urge 
the  study  of  the  Bible;  for  that  was  a  char¬ 
acteristic  of  His  people.  What  He  needed 
to  urge,  and  did  urge,  was  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  and  a  more  liberal  attitude  to¬ 
ward  the  Scriptures.  But  Christians  are  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Jesus;  and,  therefore,  they  should 
follow  Him  in  His  attitude  toward  and  use 


of  the  Bible.  And  here  we  need  to  bear  in 
mind  the  distinction  stressed  in  our  last 
lesson  between  disciples  and  apostles,  learn¬ 
ers  and  teachers,  followers  and  leaders,  lay¬ 
men  and  ministers.  They  are  not  identically 
the  same,  and  their  uses  of  the  Bible  need 
not  be  identically  the  same.  The  Roman 
Catholics  used  to  exaggerate  this  difference 
between  disciples  and  apostles  in  their  use 
of  the  Bible.  Pirate  study  of  it  was  .  not 
permitted  the  disciples.  Only  apostles  were 
supposed  to  make  a  first-hand  study  of  it. 
And,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  tendency  is 
becoming  more  and  more  prevalent  among 
Protestant  disciples  to  neglect  the  private 
study  of  the  Bible,  and  depend  on  the  min¬ 
isters  to  teach  it  to  them.  But  preaching 
itself  becomes  much  easier  when  the  hearers 
already  have  a  practical  knowledge  at  least 
of  the  moral  and  social  teachings  of  tlie 
Bible. 

'  The  mere  disciple  should  use  the  Bible  at 
least  to  get  a  first-hand  knowledge  of  what 
is  requir^  of  him  in  the  ordinary,  essential, 
or  elementary  principles  of  spiritual,  moral, 
and  social  living;  that  is,  he  should  use  it 
as  a  means  of  strength  to  his  spiritual  life 
and  as  a  guide  to  Christian  conduct.  For 
this  purpose  some  parts  of  the  Bible  are 
clearly  superior  to  others.  Some  day,  with¬ 
out  a  doubt,  or  at  least  we  hope,  someone 
will  compile  especially  for  the  use  of  Chris¬ 
tian  disciples  a  book  of  the  best  devotional 
literature  from  the  Old  or  New  Testament, 
and  another  book  of  the  best  moral  and  social 
literature  from  both  Testaments.  It  will  be 
worth  while. 

The  apostle  should  iise  the  Bible  also  to 
discover  the  more  fundamental,  spiritual, 
moral,  and  social  truths  so  as  to  be  the  best 
leader  of  the  disciples  in  those  respects; 
and,  as  Paul  says,  present  the  disciples  per¬ 
fect  in  Jesus  Christ  (Col.  1.  28;  2  Tim.  3. 
16f).  He,  therefore,  should  seek  to  get  a 
detailed  and  systematic  knowledge  of  the 
Bible  as  a  whole  that  he  may  intelligently 
judge  what  is  essential  and  fundamental. 


God  does  not  aslic  us  to  go  into  any  work 
at  our  own  cost,  neither  without  equipment 
for  the  best  service.  All  Scripture  is  in¬ 
spired  for  this  very  purpose,  that  in  it  every 
worker  inay  find  just  the  help  needed.  The 
most  important  agency  in  evangelising  the 
world  is  the  Word  which  now  is  being 
printed  in  all  the  languages  of  the  world, 
and  in  such  large  numbers  as  to  be  available 
for  use  in  every  mission  station.  Thus,  given 
a  chance,  the  Bible  does  its  own  work  of 
evangelism,  as  many  are  converted  by  read¬ 
ing  the  Bible. 

“The  entrance  of  the  Word  giveth  light,’’ 
and  where  it  is  read  and  understood  it  can¬ 
not  be  very  dark.  It  is  the  Bible  that  has 
made  the  difference  between  Christian  and 
heathen  lands,  and  that  is  eventually  to  de¬ 
feat  war  in  the  world,  and  open  the  way  for 
universal  friendship.  You  cannot  long  fight 
where  the  life  principles  as  contained  in  last 
Sunday’s  lesson  are  being  understood.  If 
we  love  our  enemies  we  will  not  persistently 
quarrel  with  them.  Where  the  world  is  filled 
with  this  knowledge,  the  dark  cloud  of  wa»N 
will  no  more  appear.  ' 

The  Bible  must  be  studied  to  be  underr 
stood.  It  can  be  an  idol  or  a  fetish  if  only 
placed  on  the  shelf  and  not  read  or  under¬ 
stood.  The  Bible  becomes  such  in  reality  only 
when  it  is  in  the  heart,  and  when  taught  as 
the  divine  message  to  our  children,  and  so 
common  in  the  home  and  at  school  that  we 
can  talk  freely  of  God’s  Book,  making  it 
the  man  of  our  counsel,  and  the  center  of 
interest  in  our  lives.  There  is  spirit  and 
life  to  be  derived  from  the  consistent  study 
of  God’s  Book. 

The  Bible  is  so  written  as  to  be  adapted 
to  the  people  of  every  tongue  in  every  land. 
Its  varied  human  authors  came  from  such 
differing  types  of  life  that  its  message  is 
entirely  cosmopolitan,  and  there  is  not  a 
child  of  humanity  that  may  not  find  in  it 
the  message  which  he  needs.  The  Bible  will 
increase  in  influence  until  all  written  is  ful¬ 
filled  and  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  do 
become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  Christ. 

gammon  SEMIN AEV. 


Epworth  League  Topic 


JANUARY  16 


By  tlie  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 


GROUNDED:  SHALLOW  OR  DEEP? ’’ 

(Matt.  18.  1-9;  20.  23;  Eph.  3.  17-19) 


Most  of  us  have  made  some  New  Year  reso¬ 
lutions.  It  is  fashionable  and  so  we  follow 
the  fashion.  The  purpose  of  our  topic  to¬ 
day  is  to  “check  up”  on  the  foundations  of  our 
resolutions. 

Don’t  Resolve  to  Do  the  Impossible.  Keep 
your  resolutions  within  the  limits  of  prac¬ 
ticability.  It  is  important  not  to  make  the 
thing  too  easy,  but  equally  important  not  to 
make  it  too  hard.  A  student  was  in  my  ofBce 
some  days  ago,  who  said  to  me  that  he  was 
determined  to  have  an  education.  In  order 
to  get  that  education,  he  is  now  attempting 
to  work  all  night  and  go  to  school  all  day. 
I  frankly  told  him  he  was  attempting  the  im¬ 
possible.  He  is  making  certain  his  fadlure  to 
attain  his  objective.  If  you  have  made  a 
resolution  about  tbe  cburch  or  the  Learae, 
be  sure  it  is  not  impossible  for  vou  to  live 
up  to  it.  Make  It  entirely  feasible,  be  thor¬ 
oughly  convinced  of  its  feasibility.  If  you 
fan  then,  your  own  chagrin  will  serve  as  a 
spur  to  prick  you. 


Be  Sure  of  the  Foundation.  Don’t  make  a 
resolution  just  to  be  in  style;  don’t  make  it 
merely  to  please  your  best  friend.  Be  sure 
your  resolve  is  grounded  in  deep-seated  con¬ 
viction.  Take  full  account  of  what  you  re¬ 
solve  and  why  you  resolve.  Don’t  try  tc 
build  a  skyscraper  on  a  foundation  of  cob¬ 
webs.  Our  big  decisions  ought  to  be  made 
at  high  emotional  levels,  but  there  is  mani¬ 
festly  danger  at  this  point.  One  cannot  live 
long  at  a  time  on  these  high  altitudes;  he 
wants  to  be  sure  there  is  enough  rational 
motive  power  behind  his  decisions  to  keep 
them  going  when  the  grade  is  steep.  It  help.' 
to  sit  down  and  think  the  thing  through,  come 
to  a  definite  conviction,  anticipate  the  dilB- 
culties.  “He  that  is  forewarned  is  twice 
armed.”  If,  after  you  examine  your  resoli 
tions  to-day,  you  find  them  on  fragile  founds 
tions,  tear  down  most  of  them,  build  fewer 
on  stronger  foundations;  ask  God’s  help  t( 
keep  you  faithful  to  these  for  1927. 
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Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Benton,  Miti. — two-club  rally  was  lield 
at  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  pastor  the  first 
Sunday  in  December.  The  result  was  as 
follows:  Mrs.  MoUie  Wilburn  reported  $71, 
and  Bro,  H.  Hannon  reported  $65;  total, 
.$126.  At  Mt.  Pleasant  a  four-club  rally  was 
perfected  to  end  up  on  the  fourth  Sunday 
in  November.  It  resulted  in  $105;  total  raised 
by  the  two  charges,  $241. — Reporter. 

Cuero,  Texat. — Brothers  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  We  are  very  pleased  to 
have  our  pastor.  Rev.  R.  S.  Mosby,  back  with 
us  for  another  year.  We  feel  that  he  is  an 
efficient  man  and  under  his  capable  leadership 
we  are  expecting  to  do  a  greater  work  this 
Conference  year  than  ever  before.  Services 
were  good  Sunday.  The  district  superintend¬ 
ent  held  his  first  Quarterly  Conference,  and 
four  soul-stirring  sermons  were  preached. — 
Reporter. 

Boyce,  La. — The  Preachers’  Meeting  met  in 
its  first  session  Boyce,  La.,  the  Rev.  G. 
Robinson,  pastor.  The  Rev.  M.  E.  Harrison 
was  re-elected  president ;  the  Rev.  Charles  An¬ 
derson,  vice-president;  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Taylor, 
secretary;  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Dyas,  chairman 
Publicity  Committee  and  reporter  to  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate;  C.  J.  Johnson, 
chairman  Program  Committee.  The  Rev.  W. 
L.  Dyas  preached  at  night  from  the  subject, 
“What  went  you  out  to  see?  A  reed  shaken 
hy  the  wind.”  He  showed  thought  and  prepa¬ 
ration  in  the  sermon.  Collection  was  taken 
and  all  went  home  rejoicing.  The  meeting 
adjourned  to  meet  next  at  Pinevllle,  La. — 
Miss  Thelma  Weems,  Reporter. 

Alexandria,  La, — St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  Our  work  started  off  in  good 
shape.  The  members  came  to  the  parsonage 
with  150  pounds  of  groceries.  Our  rally 
netted  $40.  Paid  the  pastor  $16  on  the  first 
Sunday;  paid  also  $10  on  trustees’  account. 
Three  persons  have  been  converted  and  bap¬ 
tized.  All  departments  of  the  church  are 
moving  forward.  Dr.  S.  S.  Earles,  district 
superintendent,  held  his  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  with  good  results.  He  expressed  him¬ 
self  as  being  well  pleased  with  the  reports. 
Truly  St.  Paul  is  pushing  to  the  front  under 
the  leadership  of  our  pastor.  Rev.  W.  L.  Dyas. 
We  delight  to  follow  him. — Mrs.  M.  A.  Robin¬ 
son,  Reporter. 

Archer,  Fla. — Monday  nigbt,  December  6, 
we  had  a  great  World  Service  program.  Dr. 

I  D.  S.  Selmore  was  the  principal  speaker. 
He  chose  for  a  text  Matt.  5.  14;  subject, 
“World  Service.”  It  was  a  great  sermon. 
He  told  us  all  about  the  millions  who  are 
in  the  dark  and  need  the  light  of  salvation, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  sermon  one  young 
woman  came  to  the  altar  and  offered  her  life 
that  these  people  might  receive  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  The  people  pledged  to  do 
more  for  World  Service  than  ever  before. 
Our  church  was  the  first  church  on  the  dis¬ 
trict  to  take  the  lead  in  raising  the  district 
superintendent’s  salary.  We  have  but  twenty- 
five  members,  but  we  all  stand  together  and 
mean  to  stay  in  the  lend. — ,T.  W.  Jackson, 
Reporter. 

Shreveport,  La. — The  members  of  St. 
James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  have  be¬ 
gun  their  year’s  work  with  an  unlimited 
amount  of  interest.  The  pastor.  Rev.  Arthur 
Robinson,  has  shown  that  he  is  well  fitted 
to  be  the  “Shepherd  of  the  flock.”  Mr.  W.  P. 
Huntley  and  tils  associates  show  a  keen  in¬ 
terest  in  the  physical  needs  of  the  pastor 
and  his  family.  They  sent  them  a  twenty- 
pound  turkey.  The  parsonage  is  being  re¬ 
furnished  by  the  Ushers  Board,  Ladies’  Aid, 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  King’s 

I  Sons  and  Daughters,  and  the  Stewardess 
Board.  The  pastor  has  been  presented  with 
a  rolled-top  desk  and  a  chair.  The  spiritual 
tide  of  the  church  was  higli  on  tlie  first 
Sund^  in  the  month;  200  or  more  com¬ 
muned.  On  the  second  Sunday  two  new 


members  were  taken  in.  The  Sunday  school 
is  active  and  has  taken  on  new  life.  A  big 
financial  drive  is  on  for  Eiaster  Sunday. 
There  are  fifty  captains  in  the  field,  and 
each  seems  to  be  doing  his  best  to  put  his 
side  of  the  program  over. — Reporter. 

Atlanta,  Oa. — Sunday,  November  28,  was 
a  high  day  at  Ariel  Bowen  Methodist  Epis- 
coptu  Church.  This  was  the  last  day  for 
services  to  be  held  here  this  Conference  year. 
Services  were  held  morning,  afternoon,  and 
evening.  At  the  11  o’clock  hour  a  memorial 
service  was  held  in  honor  of  the  members  who 
died  during  the  year.  They  were  as  follows: 
Mr.  Remington  Robinson,  Mr.  Stephen  Smith, 
Jr.,  Mrs.  Willie  Bolden  Monday,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Robinson,  Mrs.  Ida  Anderson,  Mrs.  Leola 
Davis,  Mrs.  Marriott  Strickland,  and  Miss 
Burnice  Louise  Leake.  A  high  tribute  of 
respect  was  paid  to  these  sainted  heroes  by 
officers,  class  leaders,  and  other  members  of 
the  church.  The  speakers  were  as  fefilows: 
Mr.  G.  W.  Wright,  Mr.  J.  M.  Ellison,  Mrs. 
Mary  Harris,  the  Rev.  F.  L.  Reid,  Mrs.  Het- 
tie  Braxton,  and  Mrs.  Byrd  Minter.  The 
pastor  closed  this  service  with  a  short  ser¬ 
mon,  appropriate  for  the  occasion,  from 
•Rev.  3.  4,  “They  shall  walk  with  me  in  white, 
for  they  are  worthy.”  This  was  a  very  im¬ 
pressive  service  to  all  who  were  present.  In 
the  afternoon  a  song  service  was  conducted 
by  a  singing  class  and  a  baby  contest,  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mrs.  Carrie  Idiett.  This  service 
was  full  of  interest  from  beginning  to  the 
close.  The  babies  reported  in  the  contest  the 
following  amounts  raised:  Lula  Arnold, 
.$2.30;  Freda  Mae  Smith,  $4.85;  Lessie  Bus¬ 
sey,  $9.77;  Margarie  Whitaker,  $10.66,  and 
Lowis  Smith,  $18;  total  from  babies,  $75.52; 
raised  from  other  collections,  $78;  total 
raised  by  Mrs.  Idiett  and  her  babies,  $153. 
At  7.30  P.  M.  the  young  people,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Katie  B.  Smith,  held  a 
contest.  Miss  Burniece  Kirby,  $15;  Miss 
Marie  Wright,  $12;  total,  $27;  received  from 
other  collections,  IHO;  total  raised  by  Mrs. 
Smith  and  her  young  people,  $75;  public 
collection,  $68;  grand  total  received  from  all 
sources,  i^l7.  Mrs.  Carrie  Idiett,  Mrs.  Katie 
B.  Smith,,  and  their  coworkers  deserve  much 
praise  for  their  faithful,  loyal,  loving,  and 


District 

District  Rounds 

KNOXVILLE  DISTRICT 
Second  Round — Mountain  City,  January  8, 
9;  Johnson  City,  15,  16;  Rising  Sun,  22,  23; 
Seney  Chapel,  29,  30;  KnoxvUle-East  Vine 
Avenue,  February  5,  6;  Clinton,  12,  13;  Mor¬ 
ristown,  19,  20;  Pineviile,  19,  20;  Greenville, 
26,  27;  Greenville  circuit,  March  S,  6;  Rus¬ 
sellville,  12,  13;  Jefferson  City  (Tate),  19, 
20;  Newport,  26,  27;  Knoxville  circuit,  April 
2,  3. 

Dear  Brethren:  One  fourth  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  year  has  gone  down  in  history.  Have 
we  done  one  fourth  of  the  year’s  work?  Have 
we  saved  any  souls?  Have  we  reported  one 
fourth  of  our  quota  of  World  Service?  Do 
not  forget  the  $1,100  the  Knoxville  District 
pledged  for  the  endowment  of  Morristown 
Normal  and  Industrial  College.  Let  none 
of  us  say,  “There  is  nothing  I  can  do,”  while 
the  souls  of  men  are  dying  and  the  Master 
calls  for  you. — F.  D.  Johnson,  Dist.  Supt., 
Box  202,  Morristown,  Tenn. 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Second  Round— Briggs,  January  15,  16; 
Crowley,  22,  23;  Welch,  29,  80;  Lake  Arthur, 
February  5,  6;  Lafayette,  12,  18;  Cade,  14; 
Eola,  19,  20;  Waxia,  26,  27;  Jeanerette, 
March  5,  6;  Oliver,  7,  8;  PatonviUe,  9;  New 
Iberia,  12,  13;  St.  Martinsville,  18,  If;  Lees- 
ville,  19,  20;  Oakdale,  21,  22;  Spring  Creek, 
28;  Lake  Charles,  26,  27;  Washington,  April 
1-3;  Tech,  2;  Opelousas,  8,  4. 

Dear  Brothers:  Let  us  go  In  for  a  great 
year.  Let  every  church  rally  to  go  over  the 
top  Easter  with  God’s  help,  and  be  ready  to 
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unselfish  service  rendered  in  this  effort.  The 
pastor.  Rev.  H.  E.  Burns,  closed  the  services 
of  the  day  with  a  burning  message  from  the 
Gospel  of  John  14.  27,  “Peace  I  leave  with 
you;  my  peace  I  give  unto  you.”  One  soul 
was  saved  and  added  to  the  church.  This 
closed  the  year’s  work  with  the  greatest  ad¬ 
vance  along  all  lines  than  in  any  previous 
year. — J.  M.  Ellison,  Reporter. 

Activities 

report  in  Crowley,  April  20,  at  the  convention. 
Do  not  forget  the  old  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate.  Put  it  in  every  house.  Start  the 
revival  fires  burning,  and  ask  God  to  help 
us  put  the  Lake  Clmrles  District  on  record. 
— ^Yours  for  success,  W.  J.  Hampton,  Dist. 
Supt. 

MARSHALL  DISTRICT 
Second  Round — Longview,  February  1,  2; 
Ore  City,  1,  2;  Ebeneser,  18,  14;  Mwalieu, 
13-15;  Jefferson,  19,  20;  Hawkins,  19,  20; 
Lassater,  26,  27;  Waskom,  26,  27;  Concordia, 
March  5,  6;  Daingerfleld,  5,  6;  Texarkana, 
11,  13;  Texarkana  Ct.,  12,  iS;  Minecda,  19, 
20;  St.  James,  19,  20;  Harleton,  26,  27;  Smith- 
land,  April  2,  8;  Woodlawn,  9,  10;  Queen 
City,  9,  10;  Lodi,  16,  17;  Marshall  Ct.,  16, 
17;  Pittsburg.  28,  24. — E.  H.  Holden,  Dist. 
Supt. 

NASHVILLE  DISTRICT 
Second  Round — Pisgali,  January  16,  17; 
Brentwood,  17,  18;  Smyrna,  22,  28;  Lebanon 
circuit,  29,  80;  Lebanon,  February  5,  6;  North 
Lebanon,  6;  HartsviUe,  12,  18;  MitcfaiellvUle, 
19,' 20;  Gallatin,  26,  27;  John  Wesley,  March 
5,  6;  Seay,  12,  18;  Hubbard,  18,  14;  Nolens-, 
ville,  19,  20;  Patterson,  20,  21;  Clark,  26, 
27;  Braden,  April  2,  8;  Gordon,  9,  10. 

Dear  Brethren:  Time  is  fl}dng;  this  year 
is  passing;  push  the  claims  of  the  church; 
bring  up  a  round  report  by  the  District  Con¬ 
ference. — W.  E.  Mitchell,  Dist.  Supt. 

NAVASOTA ,  DISTRICT 
Second  Bound — Anderson  Ct.,  January  29, 
80;  Navasota  Sta.,  80,  81;  Hockley,  February 
5,  6;  East  Hempstead,  12,  18;  Hempstead 
Sta.,  13,  14;  Bedias,  19,  20;  Madisonville,  26, 
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27;  Brenham  Ct.,  March  6,  6;  Brenham  Sta^ 
6,  7;  Sealey,  12,  18;  Brookshire,  12,  18;  Bell- 
viUe,  19,  20;  Stoneham,  26,  27;  Caldwell,  April 
2,  8;  lol^  2,  8;  MUlican,  9,  10;  Hufsmith,  16, 
17;  SomerrUle  and  Lyons,  28,  2i. 

Brethren:  Let  us  raise  every  dollar  of  our 
World  ^rvice  money  before  Easter  Sunday 
and  be  able  to  report  our  full  quota  on  Easter 
(^April  17).  I  am  proud  to  say  that  some  of 
^  pastors  are  busy  raising  their  claims,  and 
have  reported  a  nice  sum  for  World  Service. 
Let  every  pastor  get  on  the  job  early.  Start¬ 
ing  in  time  beats  running  fast.  Do  your  best 
to  keep  the  spiritual  tide  high  in  your  church. 
Let  every  service  be  evangiuistic,  let  us  win 
soi^  for  the  Kingdom.  May  God's  blessings 
attend  you  in  this  work. — A.  J.  Newton,  Dist. 
Supt. 

TEXARKANA  DISTRICT 

First  Bound — Hope,  January  2,  8;  Caddo 
Gap  and  Glenwood,  8,  9;  Clow  and  (3ow  cir¬ 
cuit,  IS,  16;  Bengin  and  Highland,  22,  28; 
Locksburg,  29,  80;  Center  Point  and  Muddy 
Fork,  February  6,  6;  Murfreesboro  and 
Nashville,  12,  18;  DeQueen  and  Saratoga,  19, 
20;  Horatio  and  Wilton,  27,  28;  Texarkana, 
March  6,  7;  Paraloma,  12,  18;  Lewisville  end 
Shady  Grove,  19,  20;  Stamps,  26,  27;  Can- 
field,  AprU  2-4. 

Dear  Pastors:  Let  each  of  us  enter  upon 
our  work  with  a  determination  that  cannot 
faU.  Our  motto  is,  “Every  charge  on  the 
Texarkana  District  100  per  cent  efficient  in 
its  work.”  This  can  only  be  accomplished 
by  .  organising  your  church  in  a  way  to  reach 
every  member  and  constituent  in  your  charge. 
Put  a  strong,  hustling  young  man  or  woman 
at  the  head  of  each  department  of  your 
church  and  they  will  hdp  you  put  over 
your  proCTam.  If  you  attempt  to  do  this 
without  uiem,  it  mrans  a  failure  to  be^n 
witti.  Now,  brother  pastor,  let  us  not  forget 
nor  neglect  any  of  our  claims — EWorld  Serv¬ 
ice,  Pension  and  Relief,  Episcopal  Fund, 
General  Conference  Expense,  and  Philander 
Smith  College,  and  (80,000  endowment  jubi¬ 
lee  campaign  which  will  end  in  June,  1927. 
Appoint  your  committees  at  once  to  look 
after  tte  above  causes  and  co-operate  with 
them  in  a  way  to  get  the  very  best  results. 
Have  your  $2  per  charm  for  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference  in 
hand  by  the  time  I  reach  you  in  the  first 
Quarterly  Conference.  Las^  but  not  least, 
keep  in  mind  that  our  big  job,  after  all,  is 
to  save  souls.  Let  us  see  to  it  that  we  be 
fishers  of  men.  Brothers,  ere  you  ready? 
Let’s  go. — W.  C.  Rivers,  Dist.  Supt.,  1217 
West  20th  Street,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

BOYCE,  LA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Boyce  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  De¬ 
cember  5,  6.  All  reports  were  good.  The 
business  of  the  Conference  was  handled  with 
ease  W  our  new  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  S.  S.  Eales.  Sunday  was  a  high  day. 
Tlie  district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full, 
having  a  few  dollars  left.  We  are  proud  of 
our  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  G.  Robinson,  for 
he  is  a  great  preacher  and  knows  how  to 
bring  things  to  pass.  On  Wednesday  night 
a  grand  reception  was  given  in  honor  of  the 
pastor  and  tm  district  superintendent,  thus 
closing  a  great  Conference. — Reporter. 

BRENHAM, TEXAS 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  Mt.  Zion 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held  Decem¬ 
ber  12,  18,  ^th  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Newton,  of 
the  Navasota  District,  our  most  efficient  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  presiding.  Sunday  was 
a  high  aay.  The  pa^or.  Rev.  H.  J.  Johnson, 
preached  at  11  A.  M.  He  preached  a  soul- 
,  stirring  sermon  and  our  hearts  did  burn 
within  us  as  he  talked  with  us  by  the  way. 
At  7A0  P.  M.  the  district  superintendent  came 
on  the  scene  and  delivered  a  wonderful  ser¬ 
mon  that  was  a  spiritual  feast  in  itself.  The 
business  session  was  held  Monday  night,  the 
district  superintendent  being  present.  Not- 
wHIwtanding  the  extreme  cola  weather,  all 
oflkers  were  present,  and  tbeir  reports  showed 
that  the  old  church  is  steadQy  marcUn^  on. 
T^l«  pleased  the  district  superintendent  vei^ 
much.  Our  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  Johnson,  is 
forging  to  the  front  in  his  work.  He  hopes 


to  do  a  great  work  on  this  charge  this  year. 
We  are  with  him  in  putting  over  the  program 
of  the  church.  Total  amount  raised  this 
quarter,  $198ii6.  Paid  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent  $26. — Liszie  B.  Armbrister,  Reporter. 

DeKALB,  misV 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  St. 
Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held 
December  4,  1926,  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Morgan, 
district  superintendent,  presiding.  Many  of¬ 
ficers  were  present.  On  Sunday  morning,  at 
eleven  o’clo^  the  Rev.  Morgan  preachra  at 
New  Hope  Methodist  Episcopal.  Church.  At 
eight  o’clock  he  preached  a  powerful  sermon 
at  St.  Mark.  Raised  during  the  quarter 
$^.66 ;  for  pastor,  $29.81 ;  for  the  sick,  $1  AO ; 
total,  $64.86.  Total  raised  this  quarter, 
$308.26. — The  Rev.  E.  H.  Williams,  P.  C.; 
Hensie  C.  Scott,  Reporter. 

LACROSS,  GA. 

Monday  night  was  a  high  night  in  this 
village.  Dr.  D.  S.  Selmore,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  held  his  fourth  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  and  preached  as  never  before.  His  text 
was  Ec.  12.  14.  We  paid  him  in  full  and 
donated  to  the  pastor  $6.  Our  church  is  . 
leading  like  the  pillar  of  fire  did  in  the 
days  of  old. — Allene  Keith,  Reporter. 

LEESVILLE,  LA. 

Our  district  superintendent,  the  Rev. 
Hampton,  has  just  closed  his  first  Quarterly 
Conference.  Round  reports  were  made  and 
the  district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full. 
The  church  has  taken  on  new  life.  The  Rev. 
Hampton  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon 
Sunday  night  to  a  large  congregation.  We 
are  proud  of  our  new  pastor  and  family. 
With  his  splendid  leadership,  Mt.  Zion  is 
going  over  the  top.  We  have  raised  this 
quarter,  $180.74.  The  Ladies’  Aid  has  given 
uie  parsonage  a  new  stove.  Pray  for  us 
that  we  may  do  better  in  1927. — Mack 
Hudleston,  Reporter. 

MEADVILLE,  MISS. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Meadville,  Miss.,  December  8,  6.  Confer¬ 
ence  was  duly  opened  by  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Ross, 
district  superintendent.  After  some  encour¬ 
aging  remarks  he  proceeded  to  the  business 
of  the  Conference  and  all  officers  were  elected. 
Conference  closed  on  Saturday  night,  after 
which  was  given  a  g^eat  love  feast.  The 
spirit  of  Christ  burned  in  every  heart.  On 
Sunday,  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Milsap  preached  to 
the  driight  of  all  present.  We  thank  Bishop 
Jones  for  our  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  J.  Ross,  who  rules  with  love,  showing 
love  to  all  and  malice  to  none.  Collection 
raised  during  the  Conference  was  $68,  and  all 
claims  were  looked  after.  We  also  thank 
the  bishop  for  our  beloved  pastor.  He  spares 
no  pains  in  carrying  the  work  forward.  The 
Conference  ended  in  the  spirit  of  a  revival. 
— Hannah  Middleton,  Reporter. 

PINEVILLE,  FLA. 

Sunday,  December  8,  will  never  leave  the 
minds  of  those  who  attended  our  fourth 
Quarterly  Conference.  Sunday  school  was 
taught  by  Mesdames  Rowe,  Mickens,  and  Dr. 
D.  S.  Selmore.  The  business  session  of  the 
Conference  was  held  before  the  sermon.  Dr. 
Selmore  chose  the  first  ten  verses  of  the 
twenty-sixth  chapter  of  Acts.  We  feel  that 
our  church  is  yrt  alive  and  on  the  upward 
march.  At  8  P.  M.  Dr.  Selmore  again 
preached  to  the  drilght  of  all.  Collection 
for  the  day  was  $40.  God  bless  our  district 
superintendent  for  the  good  he  is  doing  for 
the  Gainesville  District  Pineville  church  Is 
ready  to  pay  him  $28  per  visit,  and  not 
quarterly. -Barnes  Wllkerson,  Reporter. 

REDDICK,  FLA. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Ocala  District  was  held  at  Reddick,  Fla., 
November  26,  27,  with  the  Rev.  F.  E.  Welch, 
district  superintendent,  in  the  chair.  After 
devotional  exercises  the  Conference  was 
opened  for  business.  All  officers  were  pres¬ 
ent  and  reported  nicely.  On  the  fcdlowing 
Sunday  the  district  superintendent  preached 
a  stirring  sermon,  and  oil  who  heard  It  felt 
benefited.  Collection  was  'good. — Kate  L. 
Simmons,  Reporter. 


SCOTLANDVILLE,  LA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  Camphor 
Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
held  December  28,  19!M.  The  Rev.  B.  J. 
Reddix,  district  superintendent,  presided. 
After  prayer  and  reading  of  the  iMripture, 
the  meeting  was  in  the  hands  of  the  district 
superintendent.  All  officers  of  the  Confer- 
ejice  were  present  and  had  creditable  reports. 
We  are  delighted  to  have  for  our  pastor  Rev. 
A.  W.  M.  Obee,  who  has  the  church  at  heart, 
and  we  have  taken  on  new  life  under  his 
leadership.  District  superintendent  was  paid 
in  full.  After  the  adjournment  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  the  pastor  was  surprised  by  the  mem¬ 
bers,  led  by  Mrs.  B.  Land,  J.  B.  Walker,  and 
Malinda  Castor.  One  hundred  and  six  pounds 
of  choice  groceries  and  also  a  cash  purse  was 
given  him.  The  Rev.  Obee  then  in  a  few 
words  expressed  bis  thanks  and  appreciation 
for  the  kind  act  of  the  members.  Refresh¬ 
ments  were  served  1^  the  trustees:  J.  Brad¬ 
ford,  B.  L.  Cook,  W.  S.  Haynes,  and  Ed. 
Smith.— James  Bradford,  Reporter. 

SPRING,  TEXAS 

St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcraal  Church:  On 
December  4,  8,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Scott,  our  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  held  our  first  Quarterly 
Conference.  At  11  A.  M.  he  preached  a 
splendid  sermon  to  a  large  number.  We 
raised  $28  and  paid  our  first  quarter,  $18; 
also  gave  the  pastor.  Rev.  C.  G.  Curtis,  $10.98. 
The  Rev.  Curtis  comes  to  us  this  Conference 
year  from  Pittsburg,  Texas.  Everybody  has 
fallen  in  line  with  him.  We  ask  the  prayers 
of  the  readers.— M.  M.  Bryant,  Reporter. 

WALDO,  FLA. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  at  Mt. 
Carmel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Waldo, 
Fla.,  was  held  November  21,  Dr.  P.  E.  Welch 
presiding.  The  business  session  was  handled 
by  the  superintendent  in  his  usual  way,  kindly 
and  brotherly.  When  the  question  of  the 
pastor’s  return  was  asked,  members  and 
friends  asked  that  the  Rev.  Madison  be  re¬ 
turned.  We  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of 
God  and  a  blessing  to  all  in  this  city.  Ex¬ 
cellent  services  were  held  all  through  the 
day.  This  has  been  a  great  year  for  us. 
Pray  for  our  continued  success. — Reporter. 

District  Conference  and 
Convention 

PREACHERS’  MEETING 

The  Preachers’  Meeting  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District  was  held  at  Cade,  La.,  De¬ 
cember  18,  1926,  in  St.  Mitchell  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev.  Frank  AldrlM, 
pastor.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
the  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  W.  J. 
Hampton.  The  roll  was  called,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ministers  answered  to  the  roll:  The 
Revs.  W.  J.  Hampton,  W.  H.  Jones,  T.  B. 
Cooper,  H.  L.  Clark,  Sam  Green,  P.  M. 
Jones,  J.  D.  McCain,  J.  E.  Rolax,  J.  A. 
Landry,  and  Frank  Aldrige. 

Order  of  the  day,  introducing  new  min¬ 
isters  on  the  district  this  year,  as  follows: 
The  Revs.  J.  E.  Rolax,  J.  A.  Landry,  and 
F.  Aldrige  being  all  present  of  the  hew  men 
on  the  district. 

Organisation  of  the  district  for  this  Con¬ 
ference  year:  The  Revs.  W.  J.  Hampton, 
district  superintendent;  W.  H.  Jones,  presi¬ 
dent  District  Preachers’  Meeting;  Sam 
Green,  vice-president;  H.  L.  Clark,  secretary; 
T.  B.  Cooper,  treasurer. 

The  business  was  dispensed  in  the  usual 
way.  Each  minister  present  expressed  him¬ 
self  as  being  proud  of  the  new  leader  of 
the  district,  and  pledged  themselves  to  do 
their  whole  part  in  bringing  the  old  district 
back  to  the  top. 

The  program  at  the  night  service  was  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  church  choir  and  the  young 
people  of  the  Sunday  school;  sermon  by  the 
Rev.  P.  M.  Jones;  resdutions  were  offered; 
benediction  by  the  district  superintendent. 

P.  S. — Notice  to  the  ministers  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District:  The  next  Preachers’ 
meeting  wlU  be  held  at  Lake  Arthur,  La., 
January  12,  18,  1927.  Let  us  make  this 
meeting  100  per  cent  By  orders  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Hamp¬ 
ton. — H.  L.  Clark,  Secretary. 
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Marriages 


mBOOTH — BOLDEN — On  December  16,  at 
m/ft.  Peter  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Clin- 
l’~ton.  La.,  Miss  Lease  Eolden  and  Mr.  Butler 
r  Booth  were  united  In  holy  wedlock.  They 
I  are  active  members  of  the  church,  and  we 
wish  for  them  a  happy  life  and  successful 
voyage  on  the  sea  of  matrimony. — Mra.  Hat¬ 
tie  Robbins,  Reporter. 

COLLINS — DENNIS — At  the  home  of  Mr. 

E.  M.  Wilson,  Picayune,  Miss.,  December  28, 
1926,  Mr.  Louis  Collins  and  Miss  Queen  Es¬ 
ther  Dennis  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  holy 
wedlock.  Mrs.  Collins  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jack  Washington.  The  wedding  was 
largely  attended  and  the  couple  entertained 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emmett  Woods.  The  Rev. 
J.  J.  Ford  officiated. — Reporter. 

DAVIS — HILL — Mr.  Emanuel  Davis  and 
Miss  Louvenia  Hill  were  happily  married  on 
Sunday  night,  December  19,  at  the  church 
of  the  Rev.  Hill,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.  Mr. 
Davis  is  a  citisen  of  Stonewall,  Miss.  Quite 
a  number  of  relatives  and  friends  witnessed 
the  ceremony.  Among  those  were  the  Revs. 
R.  Anderson  and  A.  Jordan.  The  bride  is 
the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Hill.  The  Rev.  E.  G.  Triplett  officiated.  We 
wish  them  a  smooth  sail  through  life. — Re¬ 
porter. 

HARPER— KEBVER— Mr.  Garfield  Har- 
M|pr  and  Miss  Addie  Lee  Keever  were  united 
the.  bonds  of  matrimony,  Sunday,  Decem- 
Ter  6,  1926.  Both  are  members  of  Seven 
Springs  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Many 
gifts  were  brought  to  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Keever,  where  a  reception  was  await¬ 
ing  them.  The  Rev.  E.  G.  Webb  officiated.— 
Reporter. 

LOCKETT — SPENCER — Mr.  Amos  Lockett 
and  Miss  Emma  Spencer  were  quietly  united 
in  the  bonds  of  wedlock  at  the  parsonage  of 
Blue’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Scooba,  Miss.,  December  22.  We  hope  for 
them  a  smooth  sail  over  life’s  sea.  The  Rev. 

F.  L.  Williams  officiated. — Reporter. 

LOWE — ^MOORE — Mr.  Sam  Lowe  and  Miss 
Viola  Moore,  of  Raymond,  Miss.,  were  hap¬ 
pily  united  in  the  bonds  of  holy  wedlock, 
Sunday,  November  28,  1926.  The  Rev.  E. 

G.  Webb  officiated. — Reporter. 

MONK — MOSELY — Mr.  Jim  Monk  and  Mrs. 
Emma  Mosely  were  quietly  united  in  the 
bonds  of  matrimony  at  the  parsonage,  De¬ 
cember  16.  Both  are  residents  of  Scooba, 
Miss.  We  hope  for  them  a  smooth  sail  over 
life’s  sea.  The  pastor.  Rev.  F.  L.  Williams, 
officiated. — Reporter. 

OLLARD— JONES — Mr.  Tommie  Pollard 
Miss  Ruth  Jones  were  happily  married 
the  home  of  the  bride,  at  Scooba,  Miss., 
December  16.  Mr.  Pollard  is  a  native  of 
Kemper  County,  and  Miss  Jones  is  a  member 
of  Blue’s  Chapel.  We  hope  for  them  a  happy 
life.  The  ceremony  was  conducted  by  tne 
Rev.  F.  L.  Williams,  the  pastor. — Reporter. 

RENCHER — FELTON — Mr.  Joe  Rencher, 
Jr.,  and  Miss  Willie  Belle  Felton  were  joined  i 
together  in  the  bonds  of  holy  matrimony  at 
the  home  of  the  bride’s  parents,  at  Scooba, 
Miss.,  December  19.  Mr.  Rencher  is  a  con-  ! 
stituent  of  Blue’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  Scooba,  and  Mrs.  Rencher  is  a  ^ 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  We  trust  ' 
they  will  have  a  successful  married  life.  The  * 
pastor.  Rev.  F.  L.  Williams,  officiated. — Re¬ 
porter.  3 
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Crescent  City  Note  i 

Williams  Methodist  Episcopal  Church — On  { 
Sunday  night,  December  19,  the  pastor  and  ’ 
eongregation  listened  to  a  masterful  ser¬ 
mon  on  the  birth  of  Christ,  delivered  by  t 
Dean  Hayes,  of  New  Orleans  CoUege.  Dean  b 
Hayes  spoke  from  Matt.  2.  8.  His  theme  s 
■  beautifully  illustrated.  He  discussed  I 
e  and  innocence  to  a  great  extent.  The  t 
ught  that  was  brought  most  forcibly  to  a 
•ttr  minds  was,  “What  is  going  to  be  your  t 
faction  during  this  Yuletide  when  all  is  p 
merry  and  gay?”  Would  that  this  Christmas  ii 
message  could  have  been  broadcasted  over  c 
mis  entire  city.  We  who  listened  to  Dean  g 


Hayes  were  given  food  for  thought  and  our 
minds  greatly  impressed.  Our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  Turner,  spoke  on  the  next  Sun¬ 
day  morning  from  Col.  8.  i,  “The  Glorious 
Manifestations  of  Christ  and  His  People.” — 
Luella  Merritt,  Reporter. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

Jacob’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
takes  this  method  in  thanking  Bishop  C.  M. 
Mead  for  returning  our  beloved  pastor,  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  Weakley,  for  another  year.  Bro. 
Weakley  is  a  man  who  is  loved  by  us  aU. 
He  always  does  his  part  in  helping  put  the 
program  of  the  church  over.  We  are  glad 
to  have  him  back,  and  under  bis  leadership 
this  year  we  are  determined  to  do  a  greater 
year’s  work  than  ever  before.  Pray  for  our 
success. — Reporter. 

The  pastor  and  his  wife  of  Stoney  Point 
circuit  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  good 
members  of  Andrew  Chapel  for  the  pound 
party  which  was  given  them  on  Saturday 
night.  The  party  was  led  by  Bro.  Dave 
Murray  and  a  good  sister  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  These  good 
friends  laid  a  large  number  of  pounds  on 
the  table  and  also  a  purse,  which  was  a  de¬ 
light  to  us.  May  God’s  blessing  remain  with 
all  of  them.  Come  again,  dear  ones.  You 
are  always  welcome. — The  Rev.  J.  D.  Mc- 
Crory,  Pastor. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  members  and  friends 
of  St.  Peter  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Clinton,  La.,  for  the  storm  that  came  to  the 
parsonage,  Thursday  night,  December  2.  The 
party  was  led  by  Sister  Ada  Travis,  Broth¬ 
ers  Stemley,  Woodruff,  and  others.  The  table 
was  filled  with  choice  groceries,  and  the 
young  men  of  St.  Peter  Church  presented  the 
pastor  with  a  nice  sum  in  cash.  We  haven’t 
words  to  express  our  thanks  to  our  many 
friends.  May  the  Lord  bless  these  good  peo¬ 
ple.  You  are  invited  to  come  again. — The 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  A.  Robins. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  S.  Earles  wish  through 
this  channel  to  thank  the  many  friends,  led 
by  Miss  Etta  May  Davis,  for  more  than 
seventy-five  pounds  of  choice  groceries  on 
Friday  night,  December  8.  About  9  o’clock 
the  crowd  came  in,  led  by  Mr.  T.  T.  Hutson 
and  Miss  Etta  May  Davis,  singing  “God  will 
take  care  of  you.”  Mr.  Hutson  made  the 


presentation  speech  and,  the  Rev.  Earles  be¬ 
ing  out  on  the  district,  Mrs.  Earles  in  a  few 
choice  words  thanked  the  many  friends  and 
gave  them  a  standing  invitation  to  the  distriot 


parsonage.  It  was  indeed  a  very  agreeable 
surprise.  Space  will  not  permit  the  mention¬ 
ing  of  all  who  were  present,  for  they  were 
there  in  great  numbers.  May  the  Lord  bless 
them  all  and  replenish  the  many  storehouses 
from  which  so  many  good  things  came. — The 
Rev.  S.  S.  Earles,  Pastor. 

Obituaries 

BAKER — Bro.  T.  H.  Baker  departed  this 
life  August  81,  1926,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  St. 
Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Craig, 
Miss.  He  was  a  devout  Christian  and  ready 
to  answer  the  roll  call.  He  leaves  three 
brothers,  one  sister,  five  children,  and  other 
relatives  to  mourn  his  going.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  N.  Poe, 
and  the  Rev.  Brown,  of  the  Baptist  Church. — 
Mrs.  E.  Mdntgomery,  Pastor. 

BRUNS— November  30,  1926,  Mrs.  Delilah 
Bruns  departed  this  life  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter.  She  was  born  in  Mobile,  Ala., 
August  24,  1862,  and  came  to  Clermont  Har¬ 
bor,  Miss.,  when  quite  small.  She  leaves  to 
mourn  their  loss  three  sons,  four  daughters, 
twelve  grandchildren,  and  one  great-grand¬ 
child. — Reporter. 

BYNUM — Sister  Agnes  Bynum,  Marshall, 
Mo.,  has  been  snatched  from  our  side.  She 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty.  She  was  an  ex¬ 
ceptional  young  woman,  having  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  North  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  practically  all  of  her  life.  She  was 
at  the  time  of  her  death  president  of  the 
choir,  secretary  of  prayer  and  class  meeting, 
junior  steward,  and  faithful  to  her  church 
in  various  ways.  .  She  was  also  a  worthy 
member  of  U.  B.  F.  Temple.  Her  life 
beautifuly  compared  with  the  text,  1  Tim.  4. 
12,  which  was  the  basis  of  the  funeral  ser¬ 
mon  delivered  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Wheeler.  She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss, 
father,  mother,  brother,  sister,  and  loving 
friends. — Reporter. 

COLE — Sister  Jennie  Cole  was  born  July  22, 
1890,  and  died  December  13,  1926.  She  was 
a  loyal  member  of  Payne  Chapel,  Spring- 
field,  Tenn.,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
was  -faithful  until  death.  Her  life  was  an 
inspiration  to  all  who  knew  her.  She  leaves 
to  mourn  her  going  a  husband,  three  sisters, 
four  children,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and 
friends.  Her  funeral  was  preached  by  her 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Melvin  S.  Johnson. — Re¬ 
porter. 
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DOWELL — Mrs.  Esther  Dowell,  aged  sixty- 
one,  peissed  away  at  her  home,  807  First 
Street,  Rolla,  Mo.,  Monday  morning,  Decem¬ 
ber  18,  1926,  at  8.18  o’clock,  after  two  oper¬ 
ations  and  a  long  illness.  Mrs.  Dowell  was 
bom  at  New  Middleton,  Tenn.,  March  10, 
1866.  She  was  married  to  Brown  Dowell, 
January  4,  1886,  and  they  came  to  Rolla, 
October  16,  1890.  She  lived  a  consistent 
Christian,  and  her  life  carried  with  it  those 
beautiful  qualities  which  had  its  effect  upon 
those  with  whom  she  came  in  contact.  She 
is  survived  her  husband  and  two  sisters, 
Mrs.  Mary  Everett  and  Mrs.  Lou  Ballard, 
both  of  Lebanon,  Tenn.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  from  the  home,  Tuesday 
afternoon,  December  14,  at  2.30  o’clock.  i 

DUMOS — Bro.  J.  C.  Dumos,  a  faithful  mem¬ 
ber  of  John  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Baraesville,  Ga.,  departed  this  life 
Wednesday,  December  16.  He  joined  the 
church  when  quite  a  lad  and  livra  a  loyal 
and  active  member  all  of  his  church  life.  He 
leaves  to  mourn  his  going  a  devoted  wife, 
one  brother,  a  niece,  and  a  host  of  relatives 
and  friends.  He  was  always  loyal  to  the 
cause.  He  gave  on  his  death  bed  $26  to  the 
church  to  help  cover  it.  He  was  a  steward, 
trustee,  and  church  treasurer.  His  body  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Barnesville, 
Ga. — The  Rev,  H.  W,  Kimball,  Pastor. 

FRANCIS — Mrs.  Willie  Francis,- daughter  of 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  G.  H.  Quinn,  died  No¬ 
vember  28,  1926,  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  She  was 
brought  home  to  be  buried.  She  leaves  to 
mourn  their  loss,  mother,  father,  two  sisters, 
three  brothers,  and  a  host  of  friends.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  B.  H. 
Ashford,  after  which  she  was  buried  in  Craw¬ 
ford,  Miss. — T.  J.  Thompson,  Reporter. 

JACKSON — Bro.  Nathan  Jackson,  Biloxi, 
Miss.,  died  Tuesday,  December  21.  He  was 
a  trustee  of  this  charge  and  a  faithful 
member  of  the  church.  He  was  a  member 
of  No.  16  Grand  Tabernacle,  who  cared  for 
the  funeral.  Bro.  Jackson  came  from  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  when  he  was  quite  a  young  man. 

LOVEJOY — Bro,  Banister  Fincher  Lovejoy 
was  born  in  Greenville,  Ga.,  February  2,  1866, 
and  passed  away  November  26,  1926. 

He  was  married  to  Mrs.  Ada  Manning  in 
1888.  He  joined  the  church  in  1886,  and  was 
Sunday-school  superintendent  for  forty 
years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M., 
serving  in  various  ofiBces.  He  was  quite  an 
asset  to  his  community,  and  was  held  in  high 
esteem  by  a  host  of  friends.  Bro.  Lovejoy 
was  not  a  mere  church  and  fraternal  mem¬ 
ber,  but  exemplified  the  principles  of  both 
in  his  daily  life.  He  leaves  to  mourn  their 
loss  a  wife,  children,  two  sisters,  three 
brothers,  and  a  host  of  friends.  He  leaves 
us  with  a  g^eat  sorrow,  but  looking  over 
his  life  we  have  nothing  to  regret. — Reporter, 

RHODES — On  Friday,  December  17,  1926, 
death  claimed  Bro.  Jerry  Rhodes,  of  Biloxi, 
Miss^  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  He  came 
from  Georgia  several  years  ago  and  made 
many  friends  in  this  place.  Bro.  Rhodes 
was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  who  took 
charge  of  the  fimeral. 

ROUT — Bro.  Eddie  Rout  was  born  in  1881, 
and  died  December  12,  1926,  at  Meridian, 
Miss.  He  was  a  loyal  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  and  a  g^od  citizen. 
He  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  a  wife,  two 
sons,  two  daughters,  and  a  host  of  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  Ashford, 
of  Wright  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  buried  in  the  Snow  Hill 
Cemetery. — ^T.  J.  Thompson,  Reporter, 

YOUNG — Sister  Ella  Young  was  born  Oc¬ 
tober  26,  1870,  and  died  June  27,  1926.  She 
ioined  Pilgrim  Rest  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  when  a  child,  and  lived  a  consistent 
member  until  death  came.  She  was  always 
ready  to  go  to  the  sick  or  distressed.  She 
was  loved  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  leaves  a 
husband,  eleven  children,  and  many  friends  to 
mourn  her  passing.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Scarborough,  pas¬ 
tor  at  Winona,  Miss.;  Dr.  F-  S-  Smith,  dis- 
Rev.  R.  B.  Adams,  and  her  pastor,  the  Rev. 
trict  superintendent  Greenwood  District;  the 
J.  F.  Weatherly. — Reporter. 
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Woman’s  Column 

To  the  presidents  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Mississippi  Confer¬ 
ence:*  Dear  Sisters — The  call  of  evangelism 
is  now  one  of  the  gp-eat  needs  of  Methodism. 
This  call  is  to  one  and  all.  We  are  asking 
each  auxiliary  president  to  see  that  we  have 
a  secretary  of  evangelism  in  each  auxiliary 
in  the  Conference.  This  secretary  is  quite 
important.  I  am  asking  the  pastors  of  the 
Conference  to  co-operate  with  us  for  the 
harvest  is  great  and  laborers  few.  Women 
of  Methodism,  the  Master  is  looking  to  you 
to  help  evangelize  and  bring  the  world  to 
Christ.  Please  elect  your  secertaries  and  send 
the  names  and  addresses  to  me.  Remember 
the  slogan. — ^Yours  for  Christ  and  in  His 
name,  Mrs.  D.  A.  Houston,  Conference  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Evangelism,  304  Thirty-fourth  Ave¬ 
nue,  Meridian,  Miss. 

To  the  Conference  and  district  officers  of 
the  Savannah  Conference,  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society:  Dear  Sisters:  As  the 
new  year  dawns  upon  us,  it  brings  to  us 
the  realization  that  whatever  have  been  our 
experiences,  whatever  have  been  our  accom¬ 
plishments,  whatever  have  been  our  success 
or  failures,  it  is  now  sealed  in  the  records 
of  1926,  but  the  new  year  comes  to  us  fresh 
with  new  opportunities  for  service;  it  comes 
to  us  with  ringing  calls  “to  the  work”;  it 
brings  us  to  our  mid-year  responsibilities. 
May  we  be  ever  responsive  to  these  calls 
to  the  service  of  the  Master.  Push  vigor-, 
ously  every  cause,  that  this  may  be  the  best 
year  in  the  history  of  our  organization.  Re¬ 
member  the  jubilee  campaign  and  secure 
birthday  gifts  for  the  mother  society.  Send 
in  reports  promptly  to  the  corresponding  sec¬ 
retary,  Mrs.  E.  P.  Walker,  876  Water  Street, 
Waynesboro,  Ga.,  and  all  finances  to  the 
treasurer,  Mrs.  Nona  B.  Prothro,  109  King 
Street,  Lagrange,  Ga.  Let  us  not  be  neg¬ 
ligent  to  the  duties  of  officers,  but  grasp  every 
opportunity  to  keep  the  work  before  the 
members.  Enlist  new  members,  and  keep 
interesting  programs  on  to  stimulate  life  in 
the  auxiliaries.  Ever  working  with  zeal,  and 
.praying  with  faith,  we  shall  come  to  the 
close  of  the  year  telling  of  glowing  victories. 
Yours  for  His  cause,  Mrs.  Lilia  L.  Odum, 
407  Blackwell  Street,  Waycross,  Ga. 

Special  Notices 

The  Rev.  W.  A.  Parham  wishes  to  announce 
that  all  of  his  correspondents  may  address 
him  at  Box  681,  Texgue,  Texas. 

The  Rev.  W.  L.  Sonier  gives  notice  that 
his  address  has  been  changed  from  Conroe, 
Texas,  to  P.  O.  Box  644,  Jasper.  His  cor¬ 
respondents  may  address  him  there. 


WIGS 

Made  of  Natural  Human  Hair 

Each  wig  ia  handmade 
according  to  measure.  Also 
Switches,  Bobs,  Transfor¬ 
mations,  Bangs  and  a  full 
line  of  Straightening 
combs.  Making  wigs  since 
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ALEX  MARKS 
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WIMSTOM-IMTERMATIOMAL 

SUNDiff  SCHOOL 

SCflOURS’BDItES 

u  moMouMcitia 

OoBtiin  spedal^  prepared  Urilpo  (a 
AlSfo  S(b»  aadinanp  ArtracMpa  ilfiMa 
CntUena  sintahle  for  children. 

Sand  im  iUuthattd  Catalog 
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Communion  Service  Outfits 

Individual,  the  present  day 
method— cleanly  and  sanitary. 
A  more  impressive  service. 
Beautiful  sets  at  reasonable 
prices.  Write  for  catalog. 

DaMouUn  Bros.  &  Co,,  Dspt  42,  GraaoviDs,  IL 


CHURCH  FURNITURE 


B-venMogfor  Chmnh  tod  Smaday  School 
use.  PromroetoryloYou.  Fintcotologfrtt. 

DeMoultn  Bros,  8C  Co. 

1142  Soadi4cbSt.,Gteeiivills,Iliiiiois 
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nmRArrA  Or  snuff  Habit 
I  Cured  Or  No  Pay 

•ITuSHnhK  C«li  f  I  JDVk  am  MdSw  if  M  fdk  UmS  kr  oni 
SeebnOSMM««SW— .■upertMtCo.  NTM  .  MS. 


Inquiry 

I  wish  to  inquire  for  my  husband,  Bennie 
Cox.  The  last  time  seen  was  in  Tuls6^  Okla., 
from  which  place  he  left  for  Casper,  Wyo. 
He  was  last  heard  of  about  sixteen  months 
ago  in  Bakersfield,  Calif.  Any  information 
given  will  be  highly  appreciated.  Respect¬ 
fully,  Arrener  Cox,  616  East  St.  Vrain  St, 
(Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 


BEAUTIFUL  COLORED  BIBLE  POST  CARDS 


All  different.  Wonderful  deslans.  Sample,  4c ; 
6  for  12e ;  12  for  20e.  Postpaid.  The  Uplift  Com¬ 
pany,  Albion,  Michisan.  c 
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Do  Not  Despair 

BY  T.  CYNON  JONES 

Give  no  quarter  to  desf^air; 

Life  and  hope  reign  everywhere. 

Though  the  fruit  lie  on  the  ground. 

In  each  core  seed  will  be  found 
That  in  harvest  will  abound 
Do  not  despair. 

Every  life  hath  nights  and  days. 
Bleak  Decembers  and  bright  Mays, 
Every  child  hath  grief  and  joy. 

Every  coin  hath  some  alloy: 

Unstruck  bells  chime  forth  no  sound. 
Do  not  despair. 


Has  the  sun  set  from  thy  sight? 

Somewhere  still  it  giveth  light. 

He  is  hastening  on  his  way 
Bringing  thee  another  day: 

Wait,  thy  hope  will  soon  be  crowned. 

Do  not  despair. 

See!  there  come  from  moon  and  stars 
Streaks  of  light  in  silver  bars 
Telling  thee  that  hope  is  queen 
Since  they  but  reflect  the  sheen 
Of  the  suns  diurnal  round. 

•  Do  not  despair. 


— In  British  Weekly. 
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Personal  and  General 


— Boston  UniTcrsitv  School  of  Religious 
Education  and  Social  Service  has  grown  from 
lOS  to  600  students  In  eight  years. 

— ^The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  McCrary,  of 
Weiss,  Louisiana,  are  rejoicing  over  the  com¬ 
ing  into  the  parsonage  on  December  28  last 
a  seven-and-a-half  pound  baby  boy. 

— ^Tbe  Rev.  L.  R.  Simmons,  pastor  of  Eight¬ 
eenth  Street  Church,  Chicago,  has  just  made 
our  hearts  glad  by  sending ’in  a  batch  of 
subscriptions  for  the  new  year.  Thanks,  Pas¬ 
tor  Simmons  I 


— The  Rev.  J.  C.  Brower  has  been  returned 
for  the  fifth  consecutive  year  to  the  pastorate 
of  Wesley  Chapel,  Little  Rock,  where  he  is 
carrying  on  happily  toward  conclusion  the 
new  church  project  which,  when  completed, 
will  be  one  of  the  most  splendid  church  edi¬ 
fices  in  all  our  colored  work.  The  design  is 
both  commodious  and  artistic,  admirably 
adapted  to  the  important  school  community 
which  it  serves  in  connection  with  Philander 
Smith  College. 


— Mrs.  J.  Luther  Taylor,  recording  secretary, 
announces  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  Janu¬ 
ary  18-21,  inclusive,  1927,  at  Cincinnati. 


—The  Rev.  John  W.  Crook,  pastor  Wiley 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Springfield, 
Ohio,  issued  to  his  membership  and  friends  a 
beautify  folder  illustrated  in  colors,  together 
with  his  pastoral  letter  of  Yuletide  greet¬ 
ings,  during  the  recent  Christmas  holidays. 

—The  Rev.  J.  W.  Weakley,  of  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  is  one  of  the  strong  supporters  of  the 
Southwestern,  and  has  been  for  years.  Re¬ 
cently  he  writes  us  that  his  church  has  se¬ 
lected  to  look  out  for  subscriptions  Miss 
Julia  Littlejohn,  825  Potomac  Street,  San 
Antonio. 


—Mrs.  Philip  M.  Watters  writes  that  she  en¬ 
joys  reading  the  Southwestern,  in  which  it 
gives  her  much  pleasure  and  comfort  “to  see 
the  names  of  our  dear  Gammon  men  and 
women,  and  to  know  that  they  are  making 
good.”  It  was  at  Gammon  as  president  and 
faithful  helper  that  her  latc  husband,  beloved 
of  all.  Dr.  Philip  M.  Watters,  spent  the  last 
active,  very  fruitful  years  of  his  ministry. 
There  memory,  because  of  that  service  and 
the  worth  of  their  character,  will  ever  re¬ 
main  precious  and  perennial. 


among  the  universities  of  the  country  with 
a  list  of  their  administrative  officers.  In¬ 
cluded  also  is  a  synopsis  of  the  official  pro>4^ 
gram  of  their  nineteenth  annual  conventioil^ 
to  be  held  December  27-81  with  the  GamnuF^ 
Chapter,  Richmond,  Va.,  as  host.  This  fra¬ 
ternity  has  popularized  itself  by  its  annual 
“Go-to-High-School,  Go-to-ColIege”  slogan 
and  campaign,  which  is  a  most  laudatory  ac¬ 
tivity.  Officers  of  the  General  Executive 
Council  are:  President,  Raymond  W.  Cannon, 
Minneapolis;  secretaij,  Jos.  H.  B.  Evans, 
Atlanta;  treasurer,  Percivnl  R.  Piper,  De¬ 
troit;  and  editor  of  the  Sphinx,  Oscar  C. 
Brown,  Chicago. 


■ — February  15-17,  inclusive,  are  dates  for 
meeting  respectively  of  the  Board  of  Hos¬ 
pitals  and  Homes,  and  of  the  National  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospitals  and  Homes  and  Deaconess 
Convention  at  Edgewater  Beach  Hotel,  Chi¬ 
cago,  announces  Dr.  N.  E.  Davis,  executive 
secretary. 

The  Rev.  J.  L.  S.  Edmondson,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  Austin  (Texas)  District,  West  Texas 
Conference,  publishes  for  his  district  one  of 
the  most  unique  forms  of  district  rounds 
for  his  first  Quarterly  Conference  which  it 
has  been  our  pleasure  to  observe.  Every  pas¬ 
tor  of  his  district  already  knows  every  im¬ 
portant  day  intended  for  ingathering  of  souls 
And  funds  during  the  year  ensuing. 

—Miss  Ethelyne  Smith,  secretary  of  Good 
Literature,  of  4017  Enright  Ave.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  has  made  a  highly  commendable  begin¬ 
ning  for  the  new  year.  She  is  the  first  of  our 
large  constituency  to  send  os  a  fine  batch  of 
subscribers,  new  and  renewals.  Honor  to 
wh^  honor  is  due.  Let  other  secretaries 
of  Good  Literature  in  all  our  churches  follow 
promptly  with  reports  of  subscribers. 

the  Hotel  Sherman,  Chicago,  will  be 
held,  on  February  9,  the  Sixth  International 
Conference  of  Vacation  School  Workers. 
Such  subjects  as  “Present  Tendencies  of  the 
Movement,”  “Advanced  Methods  of  Train¬ 
ing  Teachers,”  “Standards  for  Week-Day 
Rel^ious  Education,”  “Character  Education 
In  Public  Schools,”  and  “Co-operation  Be- 
tween  Church  and  State,**  arc  to  be  discussed. 

—The  Wabash  Avenue  Branch  of  the  Chicago 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  issued  an 
attractive  folder  comprising  the  events  and 
social  activities  of  the  branch  during  the  holi¬ 
day  season,  December  24  to  January  1,  In¬ 
clusive.  Old-fashioned  New  Year’s  eve 
watch  meeting  was  observed.  Mr.  George 
Arthur  is  the  resourceful,  able  executive  sec¬ 
retary. 


— President  Coolidge  was  greeted  with  a 
visit  from  the  Kappa  Alpha  Phi  Sorority  at 
its  annual  convention,  held  December  27-31, 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  which  was  attended  by 
more  than  800  delegates  from  West¬ 
ern  universities  and  colleges.  About  the  same 
time  the  Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  Sorority  was 
assembled  in  its  ninth  annual  convention  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  representing  some  fifty-five 
local  chapters  in  leading  American  colleges 
and  universities.  These  cultured  young 
women  are  working  out  the  problems  of  pro¬ 
moting  a  more  enlightened  Negro  woman¬ 
hood. 


— Report  comes  to  us  that  the  Rev.  R.  M. 
Davis,  pastor  of  our  St.  Andrew’s  Church, 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  finds  the  capacity  of  that 
large  auditorium  “too  small  for  the  masses 
which  are  being  attracted  to  this  church  to 
hear  his  messages.  He  has  convinced  Fort 
Worth  that  he  is  a  Christian  scholar,  orator, 
and  preacher.  Besides  filling  his  own  pulpit, 
the  other  denominations  are  vieing  with  each 
other  to  have  him  preach  in  their  churches 
next.  Dr.  Davis  is  now  delivering  nineteen 
set  sermons  upon  ‘The  Life  of  Joseph  in 
Egypt.’  ”  His  friends  may  write  to  him  at 
1024  South  Main  Street,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 


— Among  Emancipation  Day  orators  for 
January  8  this  year  was  the  Hon.  Adelbert 
H.  Roberts,  colored  State  senator  of  Illi¬ 
nois.  From  the  Associated  Negro  Press  we 
are  informed  that  the  senator’s  home  is  in 
Chicago,  and  he  is  regarded  by  many  as  one 
of  the  ablest  orators  in  the  country.  “He 
has  made  an  enviable  record  in  the  State 
legislature,  where  he  is  entering  upon  his 
third  term.  Being  a  lawyer  profession, 
he  was  made  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Criminal  Procedure,  and  is  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  score  of  other  senate  committees. 

A  recent  report  shows  that  12,000  men  and 
5,000  women  have  been  placed  in  jobs  in  the 
city  of  Chicago  by  the  Thirty-fifth  Street 
branch  of  the  Illinois  Free  Employment  Bu¬ 
reau,  which  was  created  by  a  law  of  which 
Senator  Roberts  was  the  author.  He  has 
been  an  ardent  and  consistent  advocate  »f 
the  Negro’s  interest  in  tlie  upper  house  \1'  ’ 

the  State  law-making  body,  and  is  alwat^  *■' 
listened  to  with  respectful  interest  when  he 
addresses  the  senate.”  He  addressed  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of  Den¬ 
ver. 


— Dr.  J.  N.  C.  Coggin,  pastor  of  the  historic 
Mount  Calvary  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  New  York  City,  who  performed  for  Amer¬ 
ican  Methodism  such. a  monumental  service  in 
bringing  that  strategic  church  into  our  Meth¬ 
odist  connection,  spent  his  midwinter  vacation 
of  two  weeks  attending  upon,  and  taking  his 
final  leave  from,  his  old  home  Conference,  the 
Atlanta,  at  which  recent  session  he  was  by 
request  transferred  from  that  to  the  New 
York  Conference,  of  which  he  becomes  a  mem¬ 
ber,  being  pastor  of  Mount  Calvary,  within 
the  bounds  of  the  New  York  Conference. 
Returning  enroute  home.  Dr.  Coggin  spent 
several  days  in  restful  visit  with  the  Rev. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.  T.  Weatherby  in  the  par¬ 
sonage  of  St.  Matthew  Church,  Greensboro, 
N.  C.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Coggin  have  held  up 
well  under  the  strain  of  the  unusual  demands 
of  their  new  parish. 


— One  of  the  most  refreshing,  accurate,  com¬ 
pressed,  yet  comprehensive  surveys  and  re¬ 
views  of  Negro  race  progress  for  tlie  year 
1926  has  been  released  by  the  national  news 
service  of  the  Associated  Negro  Press.  Its 
range  encompasses  the  field  of  education,  re¬ 
ligion,  the  home,  society,  industry,  agricul¬ 
ture,  politics,  business,  music,  the  stage,  the 
press,  and  interracial  relations.  Introducing 
the  Review  is  this  hope-inspiring,  hopeful 
paragraph:  “Curfew  tolls  the  knell  of  the 
parting  year.  In  America,  12,000,000— 
colored  America — cross  the  threshhold  of  the 
new  year,  facing  the  future  with  mingled 
hopes  and  desires.  The  year  1926  has  lifted 
and  lowered  faith  in  many  avenues,  but  upon 
the  whole  there  has  been  progress,  and  colored 
America  takes  deep  breath  to  continue  the 
race,  handicapped  only  too  often  by  the 
hurdles  of  no  understanding,  misunderstand¬ 
ing,  and  prejudice;  and  cheered,  betimes,  by 
good  will  and  co-operation  by  those  within 
and  without  the  fold.  The  souls  of  those  _ 
who  lead  the  way  are  sorely  tried  most  often, 
but  there  can  be  no  giving  up  in  the  strug- 
gle  to  find  the  way  out  Colored  America 
goes  on — and  sings  I” 


—The  “Pre-Christmas  Special”  edition  of  the 
Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  consisting  of 
thirty-six  pages,  shows  that  editor  Edward 
Laird  Mills  is  adequately  demonstrating  the 
high-class  character  of  our  family  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Advocates.  The  historic  value  of  that 
Issue’s  leading  article,  “A  Catholic  View  of 
Methodism,”  is  alone  worth  a  year’s  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  this  virile  journal  of  Methodism  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest. 


—Appropriately  suggestive  and  valuable  as 
a  moral  measure  is  the  proposal  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Council  that  all  ministers  of  the  gospel 
of  every  denominational  group  shall  observe 
at  far  as  possible  through  his  local  church 
group  January  16  as  the  anniversary  of  the 
Federal  Prohibition  Amendment.  It  is  an 
opportune  time  to  stress  in  every  community 
the  moral  and  spiritual  issues  underlying  the 
policy  of  prohibition. 


— Dr.  Fletcher  Homan  has  accepted  the  field 
secretaryship  of  the  American  Protestant 
Hospital  Association.  His  especial  work  will 
be  the  financing  of  hospitals.  He  will  also 
act  as  counselor  and  manager  in  financing 
church  and  college  enterprises.  Dr.  Homan 
has  had  an  outstanding  career  as  pastor  of 
great  churches  in  Erie,  Pa.;  Kansas  City, 
Mo.;  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  and  as  vice-president  of 
Simpson  College  and  president  of  Willamette 
University.  He  is  noted  as  one  of  the  strong 
preachers  of  Methodism,  and  he  has  also  had 
remarkable  financial  success  in  securing  many 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  for  Meth¬ 
odist  institutions.  We  bespeak  for  him  great 
success  as  counselor  of  churches  and  col¬ 
leges  and  as  manager  of  the  benevolent  en¬ 
terprises  carried  forward  by  the  Church  and 
Hospital  Financial  Council.  Present  address: 
Christ  Hospital,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


SOUTHWESTERN 

CHRISTIAN 

ADVOCATE 


Publiibed  weekly  by 

THE  METHODIST  HOOK  CONCEBN 
CiNcuTNATi,  Ohio 


LORENZO  H.  KING, 
H.  E.  LUCCOCK. 


:  ;  ;  :  Editob 

CoNTBiauTWo  Editob 


Publuhing  Agmlt 

Jobn  H.  Race,  George  C.  Douglaaa,  O.  Graot  Markham 


Exteuiin  and  Editorial  Offiea 
031  Barcnne  Street,  New  Orleana,  La 
HUBacBimoM  PBicB,  tl.0O  PUB  TEaa  a  aotamci 


— "Tho  Sphinx"  official  organ  of  the  Alpha 
Phi  Alpha  fraternity  of  Negro  college  men, 
is  a  representative  publication  that  docs 
credit  to  the  cause  it  espouses.  Its  Decem¬ 
ber  issue  of  about  thirty  pages  contains  a 
roster  of  the  local  chapters  distributed 


Subscribeit  are  notified  that  chan^  in  address  must 
reach  tis  three  weeks  in  advance  u  the  next  day  of 
issue. 


Entered  as  Second-class  Matter  at  the  Post  Office, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  under  the  Act  of  March  3,  1879, 
February  2,  1923 


Vi 


Southwestern  Qirislian  Advocate 

,  VoIbbm  M  No.  * 


H.  Kiko,  Editor 

H.  B.  Luccock,  Contributing  Editor 


January  13,  1927 


Published  weekly  by 
The  Methodist  Book  Cohcekh 


Deliberate  Murder 


This  writer  is  a  prohibitionist  from  principle.  We 
never  did  use  strong  drink.  We  have  no  taste  for 
it.  We  believe  the  use  of  liquor  is  most  damaging 
in  its  consequences  and  effects  upon  society.  We  know 
the  use  of  it  is  illegal  according  to  the  laws  of  our  land. 
Both  legal  and  moral  questions  are  involved  in  its  use, 
in  its  barter  and  sale,  as  well  as  in  the  transportation 
and  possession  of  it.  But  our  sympathies  are  not  by 
any  means  with  those  who,  desirous  of  restricting  the 
traffic  in  strong  drink,  gloat  over  the  deaths  of  the 
numerous  unfortunates,  fatal  slaves  of  their  appetites. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Mellon  is  eminently  right 
in  his  resolve  to  so  denature  industrial  alcohol  as  that 
it  shall  contain  no  deadly  poisons.  There  is  an  ade¬ 
quate  legal  statute  against  the  use  of  liquor,  with  penal 
^^pprovision  for  the  transgressor.  In  the  constitutional 
inhibition  there  is  not  the  rigorous  penalty  of  capital 
punishment.  All  the  Government  provides  is  fine  or  im¬ 
prisonment  or  both.  These  are  adequate  deterrents  to 
invoke  in  such  a  highly  moral  social  order  as  ours. 

On  humanitarian  grounds  it  is  abhorrent  that  one 
should  assume  an  attitude  of  approval  of  the  death 
penalty  for  the  infraction  of  the  statute  against  the 
liquor  traffic.  The  millions  who  voted  for  prohibition 
would  stand  aghast  at  such  an  interpretation  of  their 
ballot’s  meaning.  Senator  James  Reed  is  frequently 
vehement  on  the  wrong  side  of  public  questions,  notably 
the  race  question,  but  on  this  question  of  poison  liquor 
there  is  much  of  the  milk  of  human  kindness  in  his  state¬ 
ment  that  “only  one  possessing  the  instincts  of  a  wild 
beast  would  desire  to  kill  or  render  blind  the  man  who 
takes  a  drink  of  liquor,  even  though  he  purchased  it  from 
one  violating  the  prohibitory  statutes.” 

We  trust  that  the  sentiment  calling  for  continued 
^se  of  poison  in  alcohol  does  not  reflect  the  mind  of 
‘^Ke  whole  prohibition  group  in  the  country.  The  poison¬ 
ing  of  alcohol  is  not  a  worthy  weapon  with  which  to  com¬ 
bat  the  evil,  and  we  liope  it  will  not  be  insisted  upon  by 


them.  It  savors  of  savage  reprisals.  It  is  the  weapon 
of  vindictiveness.  It  is  devoid  of  the  Christian  ethic.  It 
looks  towards  the  destruction  rather  than  toward  re¬ 
habilitation  of  the  transgressor.  Society  in  America  has 
grown  beyond  the  stage  of  the  days  of  witch  burning. 

Moreover,  such  a  procedure  would  inevitably  react 
detrimentally  to  the  growing  volume  of  public  opinion  in 
favor  of  the  prohibition  cause.  Many  voters  for  this 
cause  and  well  wishers  are  connected  by  business,  mar¬ 
riage,  and  blood  ties  to  innocent  addicts  of  the  drink 
habit  whose  death,  blindness,  or  permanent  invalidism 
might  be  brought  about  through  poisoned  alcohol.  These 
would  not  give  their  sanction  and  moral  support  to  such 
a  vicious  practice. 

It  is  cause  for  gratification  that  the  Government, 
through  its  chief  supervising  and  administrative  officer, 
puts  the  positive  taboo  upon  this  proposal  to  perpetuate 
a  system  of  deliberate  murder  of  its  citizens  by  releas¬ 
ing  poison  alcohol.  The  nation’s  obligation  is  the  more 
imperative  and  feasible  since  chemists  of  authority  assure 
us  that  other  substances,  non-poisonous,  can  be  utilized 
in  the  commercial  product  such  as  will  render  alcohol 
so  undrinkable  in  taste  and  smell  as  that  the  consumer 
will  never  want  to  taste  it  again. 

The  remedy  for  the  present  situation  of  law  infrac¬ 
tion  lies  in  gradual,  persistent  education.  Thus  did  we 
bring  about  such  a  state  of  public  opinion  as  expressed 
itself  in  the  Eighteenth  Amendment.  Thus  will  we  be 
able  to  lift  the  masses  to  the  practice  of  its  idealism. 
Complete  results  require  time  and  common-sense  methods. 
No  law  on  our  statute  books  escapes  infringement  at  some 
time.  We  can  hope  in  an  imperfect  society  of  imperfect 
people  only  to  reduce  infractions  to  the  minimum,  and 
this  by  the  gradual  method  of  education,  enlightenment, 
persuasion,  and  reasonable  restraint.  Otherwise  the 
phrase,  “deliberate  suicide,”  must  give  place  to  the  more 
accurately  descriptive  phrase,  “deliberate  murder  at  the 
hands  of  the  nation.” 


Dr.  Cherrington,  Elected —Resigns 


At  TH]p  annual  November  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension,  held  in 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  it  was  necessary,  because  of  the 
previous  death  of  Dr.  Forsyth,  to  elect  a  corresponding 
secretary  for  the  vacancy  thus  created.  In  the  nature 
of  the  office,  and  because  of  the  remarkable  devotion  to 
duty  and  his  all  but  amazing  ability  displayed  by  Sec¬ 
retary  Forsyth  in  the  astounding  achievements  wrought 
during  the  twelve-year  period  of  his  incumbency  of  that 
office  to  fill  the  position  with  a  worthy  successor,  was  a 
critical  and  exacting  undertaking. 

The  mantle  of  such  a  responsibility  fell,  by  election 
of  the  bishops  and  unanimous  confirmation  of  the  board, 
upon  Dr.  Ernest  H.  Cherrington,  layman,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  The  World  League  Against  Alcoholism.  Im¬ 


mediately  there  came  upon  the  whole  church  a  satisfy¬ 
ing  relax  in  the  tension  of  misgiving  that  had  previously 
gripped  the  church  as  to  the  future  of  our  home  mission 
enterprise.  A  layman  of  culture  and  consecration,  of 
wide  administrative  experience,  and  influential  contacts 
in  world  affairs,  had  for  the  first  time  in  history  been 
called  to  this  responsible  position  in  our  church.  With 
satisfying  and  complacent  expectancy,  the  church  had 
set  upon  a  new  adventure.  When  all  seemed  fair,  and 
uninterrupted  success  during  the  remainder  of  the  quad- 
rennium,  certainly,  and  likely  for  an  untold  period  of 
'  stalwart  achievement  seemed  assured,  word  comes  from 
Secretary  Cherrington  such  as  will  bring  sore  disap¬ 
pointment  to  the  church,  as  well  as  unfortunately  to 
discommode  the  work  of  the  board. 
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The  following  are,  in  part,  the  reasons  given  by  Dr. 
Cherrington  in  his  own  words.  Only  after  the  most 
serious  consideration  has  this  conclusion  been  reached: 

Born  and  reared  in  a  Methodist  parsonage,  and 
closely  connected  during  my  entire  life  with  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  church  as  I  have  been,  it  is  natural  that  this 
call  to  serve  in  an  official  position,  than  which  there  is 
no  higher  or  more  important  for  a  layman  in  any  church, 
should  come,  as.it  has,  with  peculiar  force  and  with  a 
tremendous  appeal. 

The  splendid  opportunity  thus  presented  for  high 
service  has  challenged  me.  The  limitless  opportunities 
in  connection  with  the  problem  in  the  rural  field,  in  the 
congested  city  centers,  on  the  frontier,  in  the  Wesley 
Foundation  enterprises  at  the  seats  of  great  educational 
institutions  throughout  the  nation,  and  in  the  manifold 
work  among  America’s  foreign-language  millions,  have 
thrilled  me.  The  opportunity  presented  for  interde¬ 
nominational  contacts  as  Christianity  moves  toward  com¬ 
mon  tasks  and  purposes,  as  well  as  the  interracial  and 
international  implications  involved  in  the  immediate  home 
mission  task,  has  fired  my  imagination. 

Moreover,  the  present  splendid  condition  of  the  home 
board,  with  the  superb  organization  of  the  work  in  the 
several  departments,  all  of  which  stands  as  a  real  monu¬ 
ment  to  the  constructive,  Christian  statesmanship  of  Dr. 
David  Forsyth  and  his  coworkers,  has  made  this  call  even 
more  alluring.  Never  did  this  great  task  in  the  home 
mission  field  of  the  church  loom  so  large  as  at  present. 

But  the  lure  of  the  road,  the  call  to  high  official 
service,  and  the  opportunity  for  delightful  fellowship  in 
a  mighty  task  for  the  church  and  its  Kingdom-building 
program,  could  not  be  given  exclusive  consideration.  As 
never  before,  I  have  been  compelled  to  face  all  the  stub¬ 
born  facts,  realizing  with  increasing  conviction  that  I 
can  disregard  only  at  my  peril  and  the  peril  of  any  future 
work  I  might  attempt  to  do,  those  obligations  with  all 
their  significant  meaning,  which  a  quarter  of  a  century 
of  service  in  a  specialized  line  of  work  for  the  Kingdom 
have  imperatively  laid  upon  me. 

However  faulty  and  unsatisfactory  my  humble  efforts 
have  been  in  connection  with  the  movement  against  alco¬ 
holism,  the  fact  remains  that  for  more  than  twenty-five 
years  I  have  given  my  life  to  that  particular  social  prob¬ 
lem.  The  movement  for  sobriety  is  just  now  passing 
through  a  crucial  period.  There  are  many  difficulties 
tending  to  block  its  way.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  reform  has  educational  and 
sentiment-building  work  been  so  imperatively  needed  as 
it  is  needed  to-day.  This  significant  fact  has  compelled 
me  squarely  to  face  the  obligations  involved  therein,  es¬ 
pecially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  most  of  my  life  and 
efforts  have  been  given  to  that  very  phase  of  the  tem¬ 
perance  crusade. 

Moreover,  the  international  implications  of  the  move¬ 
ment  against  alcoholism,  to  which  more  especially  my 
efforts  have  been  devoted  during  the  past  few  years,  and 
the  world  contacts  in  the  interest  of  that  reform  which 
this  relationship  has  made  possible,  have  in  themselves 
created  obligations  which  are  unavoidable. 

These  and  many  other  related  factors  have  all  been 
taken  seriously  into  account,  with  the  result  that  I  have 
been  guided  to  what  now  seems  the  inevitable  conclusion, 
namely,  that  I  cannot  see  my  way  clear  to  accept  the 
position  at  the  hands  of  the  church  which  has  so  gra¬ 
ciously  been  offered.  Reluctantly  have  I  come  to  this 


conclusion.  Conflicting  emotions  have  surged  within  me 
during  the  past  month,  but  my  mind  is  now  quite  clear 
and  the  path  of  duty  is  now  quite  plain. 

Humbled  by  the  searching  personal  inquiry  which 
have  been  compelled  to  make  in  connection  with  this  mat¬ 
ter,  conscious  of  my  many  limitations  which  have  called 
for  the  constant  assistance  of  a  Higher  Power  to  guide 
and  point  the  way,  I  have  been  driven  to  the  conviction 
that  there  is  no  other  course  which  I  dare  take. 

An  Appeal  to  Common  Sense 

By  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Riley,  Ph.D. 

BOSTON  correspondent  sends  out  an  article  re¬ 
cently  through  Zion’s  Herald  in  which  it  is  said 
that  the  white  women  and  girls  of  our  country 
are  practicing  savagery  by  their  manner  of  dress  on  the 
golf  ground,  on  the  streets,  at  the  bathing  beaches,  and 
also  by  exposing  themselves  to  photographers  in  practical 
nudity. 

If  the  white  women  of  this  country  are  disgracing  us, 
the  colored  women  must  be  doing  the  same  thing ;  for,  as 
has  been  said,  the  black  people  of  this  country  imitate 
the  white  people  in  all  things  good  or  bad,  and  it  couldT^ 
be  scarcely  otherwise,  for  the  colored  people  of  this  coun¬ 
try  speak  the  same  language,  read  the  same  books,  under¬ 
stand  the  same  science,  accept  the  same  ethics,  and  prac¬ 
tice  the  same  religion  as  white  people.  When  the  white 
man  buys  a  house  or  rides  in  a  Ford  or  super-six,  the 
colored  man  does  the  same  thing;  *‘sauce  for  goose  is 
sauce  for  gander.” 

We  must  admit,  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  that  females 
have  done  a  real  sensible  thing,  as  well  as  a  sanitary  thing, 
by  laying  off  the  old,  long,  cumbersome  dress-skirt,  but 
females  of  to-day  have  gone  to  the  extreme  and  have  laid 
aside  the  dress-skirt  altogether. 

Our  Boston  correspondent  says  a  person  may  be  a 
savage  without  the  tomahawk.  According  to  this,  a  per¬ 
son  who  dresses  in  the  modem  style  of  the  modem  female 
is  practicing  savagery. 

To  our  mind  this  is  clear  and  convincing,  and  we  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  females  of  our  race  to  lay  aside  this  coarse¬ 
ness  and  sensuality.  A  white  woman  in  this  country  majj'' 
smoke  cigarettes  and  hold  her  place  in  society,  but  a'* ' 
colored  woman  cannot  do  so  for  the  simple  reason,  our 
women  do  not  have  the  protection  accorded  women  of 
other  races.  And  now,  seeing  that  this  is  tme,  the  only 
commonsense  thing  for  our  females  to  do  is  to  cease 
doing  those  things  that  will  teach  our  young  folks  that 
pertnesB  and  audacity  and  personal  display  win  attention. 

It  M  high  noon  for  our  people  and  we  should  begin 
at  once  to  lop  off  all  things  that  point  in  the  wrong  direc¬ 
tion.  We  must  stand  in  our  place  and  inquire  for  the 
old  paths  so  that  we  may  begin  to  transmit  to  our  chil¬ 
dren  religion,  culture,  and  refinement.  We  must  begin 
anew  to  build  up  the  home  life  in  our  families.  We  must 
keep  in  mind  that  our  children  cannot  be  trained  in  a 
day,  for  this  is  the  work  of  years.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  boy  is  father  to  the  man  and  the  girl  is  mother  to  the 
woman ;  this  being  trae,  it  is  all  important  that  our  chil¬ 
dren  should  have  the  proper  training,  not  only  in  the., 
matter  of  dress,  but  in  all  things  else.  *Jj| 

We  hope  these  few  words  will  arouse  the  women  of 
OUT  race  to  the  importance  of  setting  the  pace  in  the 
manner  of  dress.  Do  this  and  all  other  things  will  follow. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Revision  of  Foreign  Debt  Settlements 


The  reception  which  has  been  given  to  the  state¬ 
ment  which  the  members  of  the  Faculty  of  Po¬ 
litical  Science  of  Columbia  University  recently 
made  in  favor  of  a  revision  of  the  foreign  debt  settlements, 
indicates  that  the  thinking  of  the  country  on  that  matter 
has  not  been  definitely  concluded.  The  widespread  favor¬ 
able  comment  in  newspaper  editorials,  the  indorsements 
by  presidents  of  other  universities  all  point  in  that 
direction. 

It  is  true  that  the  Columbia  statement  was  dismissed 
by  many  congressmen  with  gestures  of  contempt.  Senator 
Reed  Smoot  refers  to  the  Columbia  professors  in  a  lordly 
manner  as  “those  people.”  However,  an  epithet  is  a  poor 
substitute  for  an  argument.  Even  where  the  detailed 
reasoning  of  the  Columbia  professors  was  not  wholly  con¬ 
curred  in,  there  has  been  a  large  measure  of  indorsement 
of  their  main  proposal — that  of  recognizing  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  revision. 

The  most  serious  objection  taken  to  the  Columbia 
statement  by  many  commentators  has  been  that  it  seems 
to  concede  the  moral  right  of  the  European  nations  to 
have  the  debts  cancelled.  This,  of  course,  has  been  a  very 
popular  position  in  Europe.  As  endlessly  used  in  Euro¬ 
pean  countries,  the  argument  is  that  the  Allies  contributed 
the  lives  of  their  men  while  the  Americans  merely  con¬ 
tributed  dollars,  and  the  one  balances  the  other. 

This  time-worn  argument  needs  only  a  careful  examina¬ 
tion  to  see  how  specious  it  is.  The  contention  is  not  fair. 
It  has  beeri  pointed  out  again  and  again  that  when  the 
Allies'  spent  or  borrowed  one  another’s  money,  a  careful 
account  was  kept. 

A  sound  argument  for  the  revision  of  the  debt  settle¬ 
ment  does  not  rest  on  the  right  of  the  Allied  nations  to 
escape  payment.  It  rests  rather  on  the  broad  expediency 
of  a  revision.  In  foregoing  the  amount  of  the  debt  due, 
the  United  States  will  be  giving  up  something  she  has  a 
moral  right  to  claim. 

The  argument  from  expediency  is  simple — that  either 
the  debtors  will  not  live  up  to  the  contracts  now  existing, 
or  if  they  do,  the  effort  to  pay  will  cost  them  so  much 
that  they  will  cherish  bitter  resentment  against  their 
common  creditor.  The  money  value  of  the  debt  settle¬ 
ment  to  the  United  States  does  not  begin  to  approach 
the  cost  to  the  United  States  in  international  friendship. 

The  question  is  just  this:  Can  the  United  States 
afford  to  have  generations  yet  unborn  in  virtual  bondage 
to  them  over  a  long  period  of  years?  That  is  an  inter¬ 
national  liability  the  size  and  significance  of  which  has 
not  been  actually  measured  or  distinctly  recognized. 

One  very  real  weakness  in  the  Columbia  statement  is 
the  absence  of  any  plan  for  including  the  debts  owed  by 
Germany  to  the  Allied  nations  in  any  new  general  settle¬ 
ment.  The  German  payments  are  a  vital  part  of  the 
whole  matter,  and  cannot  be  left  out. 

The  Columbia  statement  has  done  a  large  service  in 
emphasizing  the  need  and  wisdom  of  a  general  conference 
for  liquidating  war  liabilities. 


^  Shall  We  Have  a  New  Armament  Race? 


IN  his  speech  at  Trenton,  President  Coolidoe  made 
clear  his  attitude  on  the  proposal  to  build  ten  new 
naval  cruisers.  “While  I  favor  an  adequate  army  and 


navy,”  he  said,  “I  am  opposed  to  any  effort  to  militarize 
this  Nation.  We  can  render  no  better  service  to  humanity 
than  to  put  forth  all  our  influence  to  prevent  the  world 
from  slipping  back  into  the  grasp  of  that  ravaging 
system.” 

It  is  very  evident  that  the  President  is  willing 
merely  to  authorize  the  ten  cruisers  but  not  to  ap¬ 
propriate  the  money  for  their  actual  building.  At 
the  present  writing,  it  is  reported  that  he  intends  to 
resist  any  effort  to.  appropriate  money  with  which  to 
begin  construction.  Apparently  the  motive  for  this  stand 
is  the  conviction  that  the  United  States  government 
should  do  nothing  which  could  be  construed  as  unfavor-- 
able  to  the  success  of  the  League  of  Nations  to  bring 
about  another  disarmament  conference  or  a  conference 
on  disarmament  sponsored  hy  the  United  States. 

It  is  hard  to  Mieve  that  in  this  stand  the  President 
will  not  receive  large  backing  from  the  majority  of  his 
countrymen.  The  United  States  does  not  wish  to  enter 
any  new  race  in  armament.  Surely  the  country  is  not  so 
blind  as  to  forget  the  part  played  in  competitive  arma¬ 
ments  in  causing  the  World  War.  On  the  other  hand 
the  spirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  Washington  agree¬ 
ment  about  armaments  should  be  kept.  The  only  relief 
to  be  seen  from  a  grievous  burden  and  menace  to  world 
peace  in  building  cruisers  and  other  naval  armament  is 
in  a  new  armament  conference  which  will  extend  the  good 
results  of  the  Washington  Conference  in  the  matter  of 
limiting  the  building  of  battleships.  When  propaganda 
for  a  “big  navy,”  for  immediate  building  of  new  cruisers 
is  launch^  in  Congress,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  will  stand  firm  in  his  opposition  to  appropriations 
and  that  he  will  be  encouraged  in  this  stand  by  the  popu¬ 
lar  backing  he  receives. 


A  Note  to  Mr.  Kellogg 

The  Denver  Association  of  Methodist  Episcopal 
Preachers,  at  its  meeting  on  December  20,  passed 
the  following  resolutions  in  regard  to  the  Mexican 
situation  and  sent  them  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr. 
F.  B.  Kellogg: 


“Believing  that  the  recent  dipiomatic  notes  of  our  Department  of 
State  to  the  sovereign  State  of  Mexico  are  not  an  expression  of 
the  highest  ideals  and  .sentiments  of  the  citizenship  of  the  United 
States  of  America;  believing  aiso  that  an  emphasis  on  property 
rights  as  over  against  human  rights,  particularly  as  they  affect  the 
sovereign  rights  of  a  people  to  create  and  enjoy  a  government  of 
their  own  choice,  is  clearly  divergent  from  the  best  American 
traditions  and  altogether  un-Christian,  the  Denver  Association  of 
Methodist  Episcopal  Preachers,,  representing  the  lar^t  Protestant 
constituency  of  our  city,  respectfully,  but  emphatically,  protests 
against  a  continuance  of  such  a  diplomatic  attitude  toward  Mexico 
as  will  further  endanger  the  cordial  relations  between  these  two 
neighboring  nations. 

“We  further  respectfuily  submit  our  conviction  that  the  Hon. 
James  R.  Sheffieiji,  Minister  to  Mexico,  is  not  sufficiently  sym¬ 
pathetic  with  the  aspirations  of  the  Mexican  people  to  traly  repre¬ 
sent  our  nation  or  to  be  any  considerabie  factor  in  insuring  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  good  wili  between  the  two  governments.  His  replace¬ 
ment  by  some  man  more  nearly  representing  the  common  people 
of  America,  would,  in  our  judgment,  insure  amicable  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations  and  thus  prevent  the  needless  bloodshed  of 
civil  war  which  a  withdrawal  of  American  recognition  will  entail. 
We  hold  that  the  conscience  of  Christian  America  must  revolt  against 
any  attitude  or  measure  which  might  add  to  the  guilt  of  our  nation 
in  Its  relation  with  the  Mexican  Republic.” 


In  this  statement  the  Denver  Methodist  Preachers 
have  put  into  respecful  but  vigorous  and  frank  language 
feelings  and  convictions  which  are  shared  by  a  large 
number. 
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The  Creed  of  Jesus 

By  Harris  Franklin  R^,!! 

Profeiior  of  ChrUtian  Doctrine,  Oarrett  Biblical  Inetitute 


The  loud  protest  against  creeds  is 
not  heard  so  much  to-day  as  it  was 
a  few  years  ago.  We  have  begun  to 
distinguish  between  creeds  and  creeds.  In 
common  usage  we  still  mean  by  cr^ed  a 
formally  adopted  statement  of  belief  set 
forth  by  church  authority  to  which  men 
are  expected  to  subscribe.  That  is  not 
the  kind  of  creed  here  discussed,  nor  the 
one  in  which  men  are  interested  to-day. 

In  a  larger  and  simpler  sense,  a  creed  is  a 
man’s  underlying  faith,  it  is  the  convic¬ 
tion  that  governs  his  conduct. 

The  meaning  of  such  a  creed  we  all 
can  realize.  Man  has  been  defined  as  a 
tool-using  animal ;  he  might  better  be 
called  a  creed-making  animal.  The  lower 
animals  live  from  hand  to  mouth.  A  good 
deal  of  man’s  life  is  like  that.  Shall  I 
have  orange  or  prunes  for  breakfast? 

Shall  I  golf  or  go  to  my  office?  Shall 
I  pay  thirty  dollars  for  a  suit  or  sixty? 

But  even  back  of  such  decisions  of  the 
moment  there  often  lies  something  more. 

Most  of  our  questions  are  settled  in  ad¬ 
vance  because  of  certain  principles  which, 
consciously  or  unconsciously,  we  have 
adopted.  These  are  our  creed.  The 
golfer  has  a  creed  that  determines  his 
club,  his  stance,  his  stroke.  The  investor 
has  a  creed:  bonds  and  safety  and  five 
per  cent,  industrials  and  a  risk  and  a  possible  eight  or  ten. 

But  the  creed  that  counts  most,  the  real  creed,  comes 
with  the  big  things  of  life  that  lie  beyond  bread  and  butter 
and  markets  and  sport.  In  the  last  analysis  the  questions 
at  issue  are  few,  but  the  answer  makes  a  man’s  heaven 
and  earth.  What  is  the  power  that  I  can  trust?  Is  it 
cleverness  and  force,  or  God  and  good?  What  is  the  good 
for  which  I  should  seek?  Is  it  love  and  truth,  or  things, 
and  what  they  can  give  me?  What  is  the  supreme  rule 
of  life?  Is  it  selfishness  or  good  will?  And  what  can  I 
hope  for?  Is  the  world  a  machine  and  are  the  heavens 
brass,  or  is  there  a  God  of  love  and  help  to  answer  to 
my  needs?  These  are  old  questions;  they  will  always  be 
new ;  and  more  men  are  inquiring  about  them  to-day  than 
ever  before. 

Jesus  had  an  answer  to  these  questions,  a  creed  that 
lay  back  of  His  life.  And  if  we  are  to  understand  that 
life,  its  quiet  strength,  its  purpose  that  moved  unswerving 
to  the  cross,  its  peace  which  death  itself  could  not  de¬ 
stroy,  then  we  must  understand  His  creed,  and  there  can 
be  for  us  no  higher  study  than  this. 

Jesus*  Creed  in  the  Lord’s  Prayer 

In  specific  form  Jesus  gave  no  summary  of  His 
faith.  His  creed  shines  through  His  words.  His  life,  His 
death.  And  yet  there  is  one  place  where^  His  faith  is 
clearly  and  compactly  expressed.  The  words  are  per¬ 
haps  the  most  widely  known  words  ever  framed  by  human 


lips.  Their  form,  it  is  true,  is  that  of 
prayer,  but  after  all  prayer  and  creed  are 
but  obverse  sides  of  the  same  spiritual 
reality.  When  prayer  is  real  prayer,  it 
moves  about  the  same  great  matters  with 
which  a  man’s  creed  will  deal.  In  it  he 
calls  upon  God,  and  so  voices  his  faith. 
In  it  he  expresses  his  supreme  desire  and 
confesses  what  is  his  highest  good.  In 
prayer  he  calls  for  help,  and  so  declares 
his  hope.  In  it,  if  it  be  true  prayer,  he 
sets  forth  his  ideal  and  makes  his  sur¬ 
render.  • 

All  this  you  will  find  in  the  prayer 
that  Jesus  taught  us.  True,  it  is  not 
listed  in  the  massive  volumes  in  which  the 
theologian  has  discussed  the  creeds  of 
Christendom,  but  as  we  study  it  we  shall 
find  a  simple,  searching,  moving  confes¬ 
sion  of  faith,  the  faith  that  was  in  the 
heart  of  our  Lord  and  that  was  the  main¬ 
spring  of  His  life. 

“Our  Father.”  “There  is  but  one  re¬ 
ligious  dogma  in  debate,”  says  Professor 
Whitehead,  of  Harvard,  in  his  notable 
book  on  “Religion  In  the  Making” : 
“What  do  you  mean  by  God.?*”  And  the 
great  question  about  God  is  that  of 
character.  “Our  Father” ;  that  means 
the  goodness  of  God;  that  means  mercy 
and  righteousness.  That  means  that  love 
and  justice  are  on  the  throne  of  the  world,  and  not  blind 
force.  That  means  trust  and  peace. 

“Who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  he  thy  name.”  The  God 
of  mercy,  for  Jesus  is  a  God  of  holiness ;  the  God  who 
draws  near  in  love  is  far  above  us  in  majesty  and  glory 
and  power.  It  is  ours  not  only  to  trust,  but  to  bow  in 
reverence  and  awe  and  fear.  The  God  who  is  in  this 
world,  in  the  fall  of  a  sparrow,  in  the  face  of  a  child,  in 
the  love  of  true  men,  this  God  is  more  than  His  world, 
and  His  power  is  our  hope. 

Not  By  Might  Nor  By  Power 

“Thy  kingdom  come.”  Jesus  believed  in  a  coming 
rule  of  God,  in  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  in  which 
the  will  of  God  was  to  be  done  and  God’s  great  purpose 
reached.  Nature  is  not  a  meaningless  mechanism,  nor 
history  a  blind  tangle.  There  is  a  goal  and  an  unceas¬ 
ing  purpose  that  makes  the  ages  one.  The  new  world 
will  not  come  with  might  nor  power,  not  with  science  or 
engineering,  but  with  a  new  spirit,  with  truth,  justice, 
faith,  good  will,  using  science  and  all  else.  And  the  rule 
of  God  will  be  the  sway  of  this  spirit.  His  Spirit. 

“Thy  will  be  done.”  Jesus  believed  in  the  will  of  God. 
Not  grudgingly  does  He  bid  us  say  these  words,  yielding 
at  last  to  enforced  necessity.  Rather  we  are  to  pray 
them  with  head  erect,  with  heart  of  eager  desire,  look¬ 
ing  into  God’s  face  with  confident  trust'and  knowing  that 
His  will  is  our  highest  good. 
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“Give  in  this  day  our  daily  bread.”  Jesus  believed 
in  the  care  of  God.  There  is  no  invitation  here  to  idle¬ 
ness  or  irresponsibility.  There  is  nothing  here  to  rule 
out  a  natural  order  and  its  laws.  But  there  is  a  deep 
sense  of  man’s  dependence  upon  God,  and  of  that  prov¬ 
idence  of  God  that  shuts  in  all  events  and  all  life.  The 
life  of  the  seed  and  the  fruitfulness  of  the  soil  are  from 
Him.  From  Him  comes  strength  of  arm  and  gifts  of 
sun  and  rain.  His  wisdom  is  in  the  world’s  order,  and 
we  can  trust  all  our  life  to  His  providential  care. 

“And  forgive  us  our  tres¬ 
passes.”  Jesus  believed  in 
the  mercy  of  God.  There  is 
no  abatement  here  of  any  de¬ 
mand  of  righteousness.  The 
God  of  Jesus  is  one  who  hates 
sin.  But  He  is  a  God  who  cares 
for  men  with  all  their  weakne^iS 
and  sinfulness.  He  is  a  God 
of  infinite  compassion  and  good 
will  whose  pardon  waits  for 
every  man  who  turns  "to  Him  in 
penitent  desire. 

“As  we  forgive  those  who 
trespass  against  us.”  For  Je¬ 
sus,  mercy  was  not  only  the 
ground  for  our  trust  in  God, 
but  the  rule  for  our  life  with 
men.  Forgiveness  is  more  than 
cancelling  punishment ;  it  is  re¬ 
newing  a  broken  fellowship. 

The  man  who  receives  mercy 
must  surrender  his  life  to  that 
spirit  of  mercy  which  he  re¬ 
ceives.  We  can  be  forgiven 
only  as  we  become  forgivers. 

The  gospel  of  reconciliation  is 
not  only  God’s  word  to  man, 
but  it  must  become  the  word 
of  man  to  man,  of  nation  to 
nation,  or  we  have  no  right  to 
the  name  Christian. 

“And  lead  us  not  into  temp¬ 
tation,  hut  deliver  us  from 
evil.”  Here  is  the  Christian 
faith  in  a  redeeming  God.  Why 
should  we  be  tempted?  And 
why  is  there  evil  in  the  world? 

There  is  no  answer  here  to  the  questions  of  our  mind.  But 
is  an  answer  for  faith  a  way  out  for  life?  God  is  greater 
than  all  evil,  and  He  is  a  helping  God,  a  saving  God,  near 
with  His  aid  to  all  that  call  upon  Him. 

Here  is  the  end  of  the  prayer,  but  not  the  end  of 
the  creed.  There  are  two  other  great  convictions  here 
involved.  They  underlie  the  prayer  as  a  whole,  but  are 
both  expressed  in  the  first  two  words.  “Our  Father,” 
Jesus  bids  us  say.  Jesus  had  faith  in  men.  He  offers 
these  words  not  for  the  use  of  the  few,  the  cultured,  the 
pious,  those  of  pure  lineage,  but  for  all  men,  least  and 
poorest,  neediest  and  vilest.  He  knows  that  all  men  are 
not  like  their  Father;  He  knows  as  no  other  their  ig¬ 
norance  and  selfishness  and  slowness  to  believe.  But  they 
belong  to  God,  they  are  made  for  sonship,  all  of  them, 
and  He  summons  them  all  to  the  highest  life.  Jesus  was 
the  first  great  proponent  of  democracy;  He  had  faith  in 
men. 


No  Place  for  Nordic  Pride  in  Lord’s  Prayer 

And  He  had  faith  in  human  brotherhood.  We  are 
to  say,  “Our  Father.”  Throughout  the  prayer  it  is 
“our”  and  “us,”  never  “my”  and  “me.”  No  one  can  pray 
this  prayer  without  a  confession  of  a  brotherhood  that 
is  as  wide  as  humanity,  that  will  admit  any  man  who 
cares  to  kneel  with  us.  Here  is  no  place  for  Nordic 
pride  nor  for  hymns  which  sing  of  “lesser  breeds  with¬ 
out  the  law.”  In  this  oratory  of  the  soul  the  humblest 
may  lift  himself  to  man’s  highest  privilege,  and  the 

proudest  has  nothing  to 
bring  but  his  need;  nothing 
to  plead  but  God’s  mercy. 
Here  is  a  brotherhood  that 
rises  above  all  our  human 
divisions,  that  stands  as  a 
'law  for  life,  that  beckons  as  a 
goal  for  achievement. 

Such  is  the  creed  of  Jesus. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  what 
it  omits  as  well  as  what  it  as¬ 
serts.  Compare  it  with  our 
Twenty-five  Articles.  It  has 
no  definition  of  the  Trinity,  no 
declarations  about  original  sin, 
about  freedom  of  the  will  in 
relation  to  grace,  nothing 
about  works  of  supererogation 
and  purgatory  and  communion 
in  one  kind  and  like  matters ‘of 
later  theological  controversy. 
Of  course,  it  is  not  complete. 
The  great  Christian  conviction, 
for  example,  that  the  redeem¬ 
ing  God  of  love  has  come  near 
to  men  in  Jesus  is  not  here  ex¬ 
pressed. 

But  one  fact  is  clear:  here 
is  the  heart  of  Jesus*  faith. 
Here  is  the  God  whom  He 
trusted,  here  shines  forth  the 
spirit  of  His  own  life.  And 
one  thing  more:  this  is  a  real 
confession  of  faith,  a  real  creed 
for  life.  It  is  no  echo  of  pass¬ 
ing  theological  controversies, 
no  matter  of  abstract  defini¬ 
tions  remote  from  life  and 
without  meaning  to  the  common  man  of  later  days.  It 
meets  the  three  great  tests  of  a  vital  creed:  You  can 
stand  up  before  men  and  confess  it;  you  can  kneel  down 
before  God  and  pray  it;  you  can  go  out  into  the  world 
and  live  it. 


“Temper  my  spirit,  oh  Lord, 

Burn  out  its  alloy 

And  make  it  a  pliant  steel  for  thy  welding 
Not  a  clumsy  toy; 

A  blunt,  iron  thing  in  my  hands 
That  blunder  and  destroy. 

“Temper  my  spirit,  oh  Lord, 

Keep  it  long  in  the  fire; 

Make  it  one  with  the  flame.  Let  it  share 
That  up-reaching  desire. 

Grasp  it.  Thyself,  oh  my  God; 

Swing  it  straighter  and  higher!” 

— ^Jean  Starr  Um'ERMETER. 


The  Creed  of  Jesus 

1.  I  believe  in  the  Ood  of  all  love  and  good- 
nets  to  whom  we  lift  our  hearts  in  trust. 
“Our  Father.” 

2.  I  believe  in  the  Ood  of  all  power  and 
holiness  to  whom  we  bow  in  reverence  and 
awe.  “Our  Father  in  heaven.” 

8.  I  believe  in  the  coming  kingdom  of  Ood, 
the  new  world  in  which  love  and  truth  and 
righteousness  shall  rule.  “Thy  kingdom 
come.” 

4.  I  believe  in  the  will  of  Ood  as  Ood’s 
great  purpose  and  man’s  highest  good.  “Thy 
will  be  done.” 

6.  I  believe  in  the  loving  care  of  Ood,  whose 
power  rules  this  world  and  provides  for  all 
our  need.  “Oive  us  our  daily  bread.” 

6.  I  believe  in  the  Ood  of  mercy,  in  His 
grace  and  forgiveness  for  sinful  men.  “For¬ 
give  us  our  trespasses.” 

7.  I  believe  in  the  law  of  mercy,  in  forgive¬ 
ness  and  good  will  as  the  rule  of  life  between 
man  and  man.  “At  we  forgive.” 

8.  I  believe  in  the  redeeming  Ood,  the  Ood 
whose  saving  help  waits  for  every  man  and 
equals  every  need. 

9.  7  believe  in  men  as  children  of  Ood,  made 
for  truth  and  freedom  and  love,  for  fellow¬ 
ship  with  Himself.  “Our  Father.” 

10.  7  believe  in  human  brotherhood,  that  the 
tia  which  joins  us  as  children  of  one  Father 
it  greater  than  anything  that  divides,  and 

that  this  brotherhood  it  th 
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Values  in  Town  and  Village  Life 

In  Which  It  Is  Argued  That  the  City,  Not  the  Small  Town, 

Is  the  Citadel  of  Dullness 

By  Arthur  E.  Holt 

Profe$tor  in  Chicago  Theological  Seminary 


Not  long  ago  a  young  “flapper”  was  talking  to  a 
newspaper  reporter  in  a  Chicago  cabaret.  The 
crowd  of  pleasure  seekers  were  eating,  drinking, 
and  dancing.  Suddenly  the  young  girl  turned  to  the 
reporter  and  said,  “Gee!  Isn’t  it  lonesome?” 

I  have  been  reading  a  series  of  articles  in  an  Amer¬ 
ican  magazine  entitled:  “After  Dullness,  What?”  There 
was  no  answer  given,  only  a  general  agreement  that  our 
national  life  is  afflicted  with  an  almost  intolerable  dull¬ 
ness  from  which  few  people  seem  to  be  able  to  ex¬ 
tricate  themselves.  The  dullness  seemed  to  root  in  the 
standardization  forced  upon  us  by  mass  production. 

Speaking  before  an  audience  at  the  University  of 
Chicago,  Charles  M.  Schwab  recently  said,  “Two  con¬ 
ditions  fill  me  with  fear.  The  first  is  foreign  competi¬ 
tion;  the  other  is  that  millions  of  Americans  are  work¬ 
ing  ^thout  joy  and  without  enthusiasm  in  their  work.” 

What  Are  the  Sources  of  Interest  in  Life? 

This  general  confession  of  the  dullness  of  life  in  our 
big  cities  has  set  me  to  thinking  about  the  sources  of 
interest  in  life.  I  have  tried  to  formulate  some  of  the 
laws  of  interest.  I  think  they  are  rather  simple.  I  do 
not  profess  to  have  discovered  all  of  them,  but  I  want 
to  formulate  them  that  I  may  use  them  as  a  plumb  line 
for  present-day  American  life.  These  laws  can  be  re¬ 
duced  to  three. 

Any  life  to  be  interesting  must  call  upon  .you  for  a 
large  investment  of  yourself.  Some  time  ago  I  listened 
to  a  Kansas  farmer  talk  for  an  hour  to  a  group  of  fas¬ 
cinated  high-school  boys  on  how  to  make  corn  growing 
interesting.  He  said,  “That  is  interesting  to  you  in  which 
you  invest  will  power,  purpose,  and  intelligence.”  “Corn 
growing,”  he  said,  “becomes  interesting  whenever  you 
cease  doing  it  in  customary  ways  and  work  at  it  pur¬ 
posely  and  with  discrimination.” 

The  second  condition  of  an  interesting  life  is  that 
you  be  a  member  of  a  community  which  responds  to 
your  best.  Every  man  needs  a  cheering  section.  That 
community  for  you  is  the  most  interesting  which  makes 
the  largest  use  of  you  at  your  best.  As  a  necessary  con¬ 
dition  of  this,  the  community  must  have  the  chance  to 
become  acquainted  with  you  and  to  judge  your  action 
over  a  fairly  long  term  of  association.  No  man  reveals 
his  best  self  on  chance  acquaintance. 

The  third  condition  of  an  interesting  life  is  that  for 
every  life  there  must  be  a  frontier  which  is  a  continuous 
challenge  to  new  experience.  This  presence  of  a  per¬ 
petual  frontier  challenges  to  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  hope  and  courage.  It  keeps 
alive  that  of  which  Kipling  said: 

“A  voice  as  bad  as  conscience,  rang 
interminable  changes. 

On  one  everlasting  whisper  day  and 
night  repeated — so; 


Something  hidden.  Go  and  find  it.  Go  and  look  beyond 
the  Ranges — 

Something  lost  behind  the  Ranges — ^lost  and  waiting  for 
you,  go.” 

Now  if  these  principles  of  self-investment,  an  answer¬ 
ing  response  and  the  desire  for  new  experience  are  neces¬ 
sary  conditions  of  a'li  interesting  life,  I  think  we  can  say 
that  up  to 'the  middle  of  the  last  century  American  life 
was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  give  abundant  exercise  to  these 
human  desires,  and  this  was  true  because  our  life  was 
largely  organized  in  towns. 

Some  Lost  Values  of  Life  a  Century  Ago 

If  you  had  been  about  America  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  ago,  you  would  have  probably  been  a  resident  of 
a  typical  American  community,  which  would  have  been 
a  town.  You  would  have  been  surrounded  with  farmers, 
millers,  blacksmiths,  grocers,  doctors,  and  all  the  other 
people  who  went  to  make  up  that  life  which  operated  on 
the  law  of  home  production  for  neighborhood  consump¬ 
tion.  These  people,  who  mingled  in  the  common  activities 
of  the  week,  worshipped  together  at  a  central  church  on 
Sunday  mormng.  There  were  some  characteristics  of 
this  community  which,  as  a  layman,  wouldn’t  have  ap¬ 
pealed  to  you.  The  clergy  had  a  great  deal  of  power — 
a  great  deal  more  power  than  they  knew  how  to  use;  in 
some  communities  they  had  a  working  alliance  with  the 
policeman  to  get  people  to  church  on  Sunday  morning. 
Some  of  us  know  that  we  had  ancestors  because  we  find 
records  of  their  having  been  arrested  for  non-attendance 
at  church  on  Sunday  morning.  It  can’t  be  said  that 
these  towns  were  altogether  democratic ;  they  didn’t  start 
as  complete  democracies. 

When  Ezra  Stiles  paid  his  debts,  freed  his  slaves, 
and  started  to  be  president  of  Yale  University,  he  left 
what  was  known  as  a  three  deck  church ;  in  the  top  gallery 
were  the  slaves,  in  the  second  indentured  white  folks  and 
the  people  who  had  not  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  and 
on  the  main  floor  the  citizens  and  church  members ;  but 
despite  these  difflculties,  these  towns 
increasingly  became  places  which  laid 
hold  of  the  hearts  of  the  people.  They 
increasingly  called  for  a  maximum  of 
self-investment.  In  the  town  meeting 
you  were  expected  to  take  part,  and 
the  labor  was  of  the  type  which  called 
out  the  qualities  of  personal  interest. 

Old  Time  Communities  Which 
Stirred  the  Interest 

The  shoemakers  or  master  cord- 
wainer,  as  they  were  then  called, 
cobbled  shoes  together  as  neighbors  as 
they  cobbled  shoes  for  men  whom  they 
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would  see  on  the  street  the  next  day,  and  they  had  good  opportunity  for  the  full  investment  of  themselves  and  that 
reason  for  doing  good  work.  Again  these  communities  the  big  city  and  big  industry  do  not  call  upon  masses 
^^ot  only  called  for  a  maximum  of  investment  from  those  of  the  people  for  those  tests  which  are  the  abiding  source 
who  were  citizens,  but  they  rewarded  those  who  so  in-  of  loyalty  and  interest.  From  the  standpoint  of  the 


vested  themselves.  These  communities  knew  their  peo-  laws  of  interest,  our  big  cities  have  been  operating  on  a 

pie— they  knew  the  lazy  ones,  the  dishonest  ones,  the  law  of  diminishing  returns, 

ambitious  ones,  the  capable  ones,  and  those  who  were 

distinguished  for  piety  and  probity.  Men  who  had  lived  How  to  Shake  Off  Dullness 

worthy  lives  spent  the  evening  of  life  among  friends,  who  If  American  life  is  to  shake  off  its  dullness,  we  must 

honored  them  for  what  they  had  been.  take  a  new  interest  in  the  town  and  small  community. 

Now  if  the  first  200  years  of  American  life  were  such  Now  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  Sinclair  Lewis  has  said 

as  to  release  what  Whiting  Williams  would  call  the  main-  that  dullness  is  indigenous  in  Main  Street.  I  know  the 


springs  of  men,  I  think  we  ought 
to  make  clear  to  ourselves  how 
thoroughly  the  developments  of 
the  last  100  years  have  been  dry¬ 
ing  up  those  mainsprings,  and 
it  has  been  the  development 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  city. 
The  citadel  of  duUnets  it  the  big 
cittf  and  not  the  town. 

What  Present-Day  Industry 
^  Has  Done  to  Life 

About  100  years  ago  there 
began  in  America  that  develop¬ 
ment  known  as  the  industrial 
revolution.  As  a  people,  we  un¬ 
dertook  a  new  way  of  making  a 
living.  We  gave  up  the  old  way 
of  neighborhood  production  and 
consumption  and  began  stand¬ 
ardized  production  in  the  fac¬ 
tory  and  the  sale  of  our  goods  in 
a  world-wide  market.  When  we 
did  this,  we  depersonalized  the 
common  labor  of  life,  and  the 
factory  system,  like  Cain  of  old, 
became  the  father  of  those  who 
dwell  in  the  cities.  The  black¬ 
smith  left  the  town,  and  you  will 
find  him  in  the  steel  mills  of 
South  Chicago;  the  seamstress 
I  ^left  the  town,  and  you  tnll  find 
her  in  the  garment  workers’  fac¬ 
tory;  the  miller  left,  and  you 
will  find  him  in  the  milling  dis- 


A  Code  for  the  Smaller 
Community 

I  AM  one  of  the  smaller  communities  of  Amer¬ 
ica.  I  am  not  Chicago  and  I  am  not  New 
York.  But  people  come  here  to  exchange 
the  goods  of  life.  Some  come  here  to  sell  produce 
and  to  buy  clothing;  some  come  to  buy  machin¬ 
ery;  some  come  for  pleasure;  some  come  for 
borrowing  and  lending  money;  some  come  for 
education;  and  some  come  for  religion.  Because 
I  am  a  trade  center,  therefore  I  should  seek  to 
be  a  service  center. 

I  will  respect  myself.  I  will  not  indulge  in 
self-pity  because  I  am  small. 

I  wiU  develop  and  conserve  my  resources.  I 
will  not  fail  to  organise  as  I  should,  but  I  will 
not  waste  my  energy  in  uselm  organisation. 

I  will  not  encourage  factional  strife  of  any  kind, 
religious,  social,  or  economic.  Other  communi¬ 
ties  may  be  able  to  endure  factionalism,  but  my 
resources  are  limited,  and  they  must  be  con¬ 
served. 

I  am  a  thinking  unit  in  America’s  great  Re¬ 
public,  which  is  ruled  by  public  opinion,  and  I 
will  endeavor  to  make  my  contribution  to  an 
intelligent  public  opinion.  I  will  not  knowingly 
be  ruled  by  ignorance  nor  prejudice.  I  will 
resent  all  attempts  to  fill  my  mind  with  prop¬ 
aganda  as  an  insult,  not  to  be  endured  at  the 
hands. of  those  who  try  it. 

Because  I  am  a  community,  the  most  important 
fact  about  me  is  that  I  have  a  purpose  and  a 
spirit.  I  will  encourage  all  those  individuals  and 
those  groups  who  try  to  keep  their  spirit  and  pur¬ 
pose  free  from  evil  and  full  of  righteousness  and 
good  will. 


deficiencies  of  Main  Street.  I 
am  inclined  to  agree  with  Sin¬ 
clair  Lewis  and  lay  the  moral 
turpitude  of  Main  Street  at  the 
door  of  the  lawyer,  the  doctor, 
the  minister,  the  banker,  and  the 
merchant,  who  thinks  that  it  is 
the  privilege  of  the  small  town 
to  get  rich  off  the  farmer  rather 
than  co-operate  with  him;  but 
having  said  this,  I  hurl  defiance 
in  the  face  of  Greenwich  Village 
and  declare  that  duUnett  it  in¬ 
digenous  in  the  big  city  and  not 
in  the  small  town.  In  the  first 
place,  the  basic  man  in  the  small¬ 
town  life  of  America  is  the  only 
workman  in  America  on  whom 
the  blight  of  modem  machinery 
has  not  fallen. 

Values  of  Life  in  the 
Small  Town 

The  second  reason  why  there 
will  be  a  new  interest  in  the 
smaller  community  is  that  it  is 
a  place  where  people  know  each 
other.  I  know  the  perils  of 
small  and  petty  gossip,  but  I  am 
of  the  conviction  that  nothing 
has  happened  in  human  society 
which  repeals  the  law,  that  the 
only  lasting  reputations  are 
those  which  are  built  up  in  the 
give-and-take  relationships  of 


tricts  of  Minneapolis.  A  strange  depersonalization  has  neighborly  association.  I  know^  the  miracles  which  are 
settled  over  all  industry.  Standardized  process  has  be-  performed  by  that  modem  magician,  the  publicity  agent, 
come  the  rule.  The  tractor  starts  in  a  raw  piece  of  pig  He  can  take  a  city  politician,  who  has  been  a  bootlegger 
iron,  and  it  chugs  out  on  its  own  power  at  the  other  end  and  a  grafter,  and  make  the  masses  of  the  city  believe 
of  the  factory,  and  the  laborer’s  part  was  to  screw  nut  that  he  is  a  prophet  of  God.  But  you  can’t  do  this  in 
108  on  bolt  98  when  the  process  passed  his  way.  The  the  small  community. 

master  cordwainer  is  now  a  man  with  a  million  dollars  I£  people  ever  discover  what  tme  community  life  is, 
invested  in  a  shoe  factory;  he  lives  on  Uncommonwealth  are 'going  to  desert  the  big  city  like  rats  from  a 

Avenue;  his  former  comrade  is  a  man  whom  he  cannot  gj,ip  n  ^^y  be  the  place  where  they  will  go 

call  by  name,  who  lives  in  another  part  of  the  city,  and  ^ork,  but  it  will  not  be  the  place  where  they  will  go 
they  make  shoes  for  a  man  on  the  other  part  of  the  world  j  j^g^rd  a  university  dean  discuss- 

whom  they  never  expect  to  see.  jj,g  mgrits  of  the  smaller  college.  He  said  that  the 

graduate  from  the  right  kind  of  the  smaller  college  went 
Lessening  Opportunity  for  Self-Investment  with  a  finer  zeal  for  accomplishment  than  the  grad- 

«  Without  being  more  explicit,  may  I  sum  it  aU  up  by  uate  from  the  great  university,  and  he  accounted  for  it 
saying  that  the  last  100  years  have  seen  the  gradual  re-  on  the  ground  that  if  you  want  to  build  the  finest  morale 
duction  of  those  conditions  which  released  the  main-  for  work  you  must  have  the  conditions  which  exist  where 
springs  of  interest  in  our  national  life.  I  do  not  think  people  know  each  other  and  together  build  a  conscience 
that  I  exaggerate  when  I  say  that  men  have  less  and  less  out  of  the  give  and  take  in  a  common  experience. 
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Foreign  Contributions  to  American 

Worship 

By  Ezra  M.  Cox 


A  BIG  eastern  church  displayed  the  following  head- 
line  in  its  advertisement:  “An  American  Church 
For  American  Worship.” 

The  only  thing  I  knew  about  the  church  was  that  it 
stood  near  an  Italian  settlement.  With  this  scanty  in¬ 
formation  I  went  down  on  Sunday  morning  to  see  how 
close  they  came  to  their  advertisement.  Upon  entering 
I  found  an  American  congregation  of  about  twelve  hun¬ 
dred. 

I  overlooked  the  fact  that  this  American  service  was 
taking  place  in  a  Gothic  structure.  There  are  church 
buildings  in  this  country  that  are  purely  American  in 
their  design,  but  they  look  more  like  glorified  barns  than 
houses  of  worship. 

Being  a  few  minutes  early,  I  looked  about  at  the 
windows  and  decoration.  I  counted  thirty-eight  symbols 
and  pictures  created  by  foreigners  that  were  beautifying 
and  aiding  in  this  American  worship.  In  fact,  the  only 
American  thing  I  saw  was  a  clock  with  the  name  of 
one  of  the  local  firms  on  it. 

My  thoughts  were  recalled  as  the  great  organ  bear¬ 
ing  a  German  name  began  to  play.  I  glanced  at  the 
church  bulletin  and  read:  Prelude — Mozart. 

The  playing  was  so  Well  done  that  I  knew  the  organ¬ 
ist  was  also  an  artist.  I  turned  to  the  bulletin  once 
more  to  learn  what  his  name  might  be.  I  shuddered  as 
I  read  the  following:  Organist — Ivan  Checharski. 

Horrors !  A  Polish  musician  in  an  American  seiwice 
playing  an  Austrian  selection  on  a  German  organ !  How 
can  these  things  be.^ 

After  the  robed  choir  had  taken  their  place,  the  min¬ 
ister  entered  and  lifted  his  hand.  The  great  throng 
arose  and  he  uttered  these  words  not  original  in  America : 

“The  Lord  is  in  His  holy  temple.  Let  all  the  earth 
keep  silence  before  Him.” 

The  first  hymn  was  then  announced,  “Oh,  Worship 
the  King.”  The  congregation  sang  it  with  such  a  spirit 
that  I  almost  forgot  it  was  written  by  a  man  born  in 
India,  and  that  the  tune  was  borrowed  from  a  German. 

Next  came  the  “Apostles’  Creed.”  A  few  mumbled 
at  the  word  “Catholic,”  but  otherwise  it  was  repeated 
with  as  much  firmness  as  if  every  one  of  the  apostles  had 
signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

The  people  bowed  their  heads  and  the  pastoral  prayer 
was  offered.  Seldom  have  I  heard  a  prayer  so  sincere 
and  so  helpful.  The  minister  did  not  pose  as  a  bureau 
of  information  for  Almighty  God.  It  was  a  prayer  that 
drew  all  devout  hearts  into  a  feeling  that  they  were  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  Most  High  God,  and  that  all  who  prayed 
“Our  Father”  had  a  common  brotherhood  in  Christ  Je¬ 
sus. 

At  the  close  of  the  prayer  the  choir  sang  the  seven¬ 
fold  “Amen,”  by  Sir  John  Stainer. 

The  anthem  was  taken  from  Mendelssohn’s  “Elijah.” 
The  choir  sang  it  with  spirit  and  expression. 

The  responsive  readings  go  by  arithmetic.  Since 
this  was  the  forty-seventh  Sunday  of  the  calendar  year, 
we  had  a  Davidic  Psalm,  ending  thus; 


O  house  of  Israel,  bless  ye  the  Lord: 

O  house  of  Aaron,  bless  ye  the  Lord: 

O  house  of  Levi,  bless  ye  the  Lord: 

Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  bless  ye  the  Lord. 

Bless  the  Lord  out  of  Zion, 

Which  dwelleth  in  Jerusalem. 

Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

Since  none  of  the  house  of  Israel  or  Aaron  or  Levi 
were  present,  it  remained  for  those  who  feared  the  Lord 
to  bless  Him,  even  if  they  were  neither  in  nor  from  Jeru¬ 
salem. 

So  prompt  was  the  choir  with  the  singing  of  the 
“Gloria  Patri”  that  I  was  still  lingering  in  Jei^salem 
when  the  music  reminded  me  that  the  geographical  loca-  J 
tion  of  our  service  was  lost.  This  gem  of  music  in  the 
American  service  is  so  old  that  no  one  knows  its  origin. 

It  came  into  use  during  the  Arian  heresy. 

The  minister’s  voice  reading  the  eleventh  chapter  of 
Hebrews  took  us  back  once  more  to  Asia  Minor.  This 
chapter  is  a  recital  of  a  long  list  of  honored  names  and 
noble  deeds  from  the  Hebrew  race.  It  had  one  phrase 
which  impressed  me  that  morning:  “Wherefore  God  is 
not  ashamed  of  them  to  be  called  their  God.” 

A  notice  that  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  would  hold  a 
rummage  sale  in  the  Italian  settlement  on  the  following 
Thursday  sounded  American. 

The  second  hymn  sung  by  the  congregation  that  morn¬ 
ing  is  accredited  to  an  Englishman  by  the  name  of  Charles 
Wesley.  The  music  for  it  is  known  as  the  “Italian 
Hymn,”  composed  by  Felice  Giardini. 

The  subject  of  the  sermon  was  interesting,  “Profits 
or  Prophets.”  It  was  a  sermon  denouncing  Americans 
for  their  love  of  money.  The  minister  pointed  out  how  J 
the  very  power  of  money  in  the  church  to-day  had  almost 
killed  the  prophetic  spirit  in  preachers.  He  glorified 
the  old  Hebrew  prophets  for  their  courage  to  tell  the 
truth,  no  matter  what  it  cost. 

Well,  just  before  the  final  foreign  contributions  were 
made  to  this  service:  the  benediction  from  the  Hebrew; 
the  words  of  the  doxology  by  an  English  bishop  to  a 
tune  borrowed  from  a  German,  the  preacher  brought  us 
back  to  America  by  stating  that  the  church  was  $1,100 
short  in  its  collections  to  World  Service,  and  that  Con¬ 
ference  was  only  two  weeks  away. 

He  mentioned  the  fact  that  if  each  one  in  the  congre¬ 
gation  would  just  give  $1  apiece  it  would  more  than  make 
up  the  deficit.  He  referred  to  the  sacrifices  mentioned 
in  the  song  they  had  just  sung,  and  asked  them  to  match 
the  faith  of  our  missionaries  with  a  dollar’s  worth  of 
sacrifice.  After  singing  that  song,  the  preacher  went  to 
Conference  $926  short.  ^ 

Outside,  walking  in  the  street  around  the  crowd  that 
filled  the  sidewalk,  I  beheld  the  swarthy  countenances  of 
races  that  had  contributed  the  things  that  had  so  richly 
blessed  my  morning  worship. 
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City-wide  Methodist  Meeting 

In  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  at  Calvary  Church,  January  14,  1927 


The  Rev.  S.  H.  Sweeney,  recently  appointed  district 
superintendent  of  Indianapolis  District,  Lexington 
Conference,  is  taking  hold  of  his  big  responsibilities 
with  the  energy  and  wisdom  of  an  experienced  administra¬ 
tor.  Evidently  inspired  by  the  great  Men’s  Council  meet¬ 
ing  held  in  Cincinnati  several  weeks  ago,  he  has  determined 
to  mobilize  the  laymen  of  his  important  district  for  ag¬ 
gressive  and  concerted  action  within  the  new  year  ahead. 
A  program  of  education  and  discussion  to  this  effect  is 
set  forward  in  the  following  draft  on  evangelism,  religious 
training,  missions,  etc.,  to  be  discussed  at  the  mass  meet¬ 
ing  of  Methodists  called  for  Cincinnati.  Dr.  G.  R. 
Bryant,  Calvary’s  energetic  pastor,  will  contribute  every 
necessary  assistance  to  the  success  of  the  gathering,  the 
program  of  which  follows: 

Have  every  officer  of  the  church  pledged  to  give  the 
whole  afternoon  and  evening. 

Don’t  be  satisfied  with  a  casual  announcement  of  the 
meeting.  See  that  every  officer  arranges  to  eat  dinner  at 
the  church  at  six  o’clock.  Each  church  will  furnish  two 
music  numbers.  The  pastor  will  assign  the  following  sub¬ 
jects  to  his  laymen : 

1.  Evangelism — (1)  Use  of'  the  Constituency  Roll. 
A  layman  from  Cumminsville.  (2)  Personal  Work.  A 
layman  from  Mt.  Zion.  (3)  Sunday  School  Methods  in 
Relation  to  Evangelism.  A  layman  from  Calvary.  (4) 
Every  Sunday  Methods ;  Evangelistic  Preaching.  Dr.. 
G.  R.  Bryant. 


2.  Training — (1)  Public  Worship;  Atmosphere; 
Music;  Prayer,  etc.  Dr.  F.  H.  Bunton.  (2)  Sunday 
School  Worship.  A  layman  from  Madisonville.  (3)  In¬ 
struction  ;  Sunday  School ;  Christian  Literature.  A  lay¬ 
man  from  College  Hill.  (4)  Social  Culture;  Recreation; 
Entertainments,  etc.  A  layman  from  Mt.  Healthy.  (6) 
Expression;  Participation  in  Worship;  Christian  Serv¬ 
ice;  Life  Work.  Rev.  S.  E.  Grannum. 

3.  Missions — (1)  Study  Classes  for  Men.  Man  from 
Calvary.  (2)  Study  Classes  for  Women.  Woman  from 
Batavia.  (3)  Study  Classes  for  Youth.  Layman  from 
East  End  (St.  Mark). 

Address  by  Miss  Dunton,  a  returned  missionary. 

4.  Surveys — Why  and  How.  Rev.  W.  L.  Darius. 

,  5.  Publicity — Why  and  How.  Layman  from  Mt. 
Zion. 

6.  Finance — (1)  Every-Member  Canvass.  Laymen 
from  Milford,  Coke  Otto,  Cleves.  (2)  Systematic  Giv¬ 
ing.  Rev.  Robt.  Braxton. 

7.  Organization — Official  Board;  Parish  Units; 
Church  Office.  Rev.  R.  F.  Broaddus. 

Toastmaster  at  the  dinner  table — Dr.  G.  R.  Bryant. 
Stereopticon  pictures — Rev.  Robt.  Braxton  in  charge. 
Evening  addresses — Bishop  Theodore  S.  Henderson; 
Rev.  S.  E.  Grannum,  presiding. — S.  H.  Sweeney,  District 
Superintendent. 


Development  of  the  Messianic  Hope 

In  the  Apocryphal  and  Pseudepigraphal  Literature 

By  Mr.  Allen  M.  Harris 


[Editor’g  Note — The  following  discussion  is  the  Horace  Lincoln 
Jacobs’  Christological  Prize  paper  offered  in  the  spring  finals  at 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary.  Though  submitted  late  for  publica¬ 
tion,  we  cheerfully  carry  it  in  hope  that  it  will  help  stimulate  fresh 
interest  in  the  study  of  the  person  and  work  of  Jesus.] 

IT  would  be  very  inconsistent  to  try  to  build  upon 
that  for  which  we  have  not  laid  a  foundation.  In 
dealing  with  the  above  subject  it  is  necessary  that 
we  search  the  literature  from  Genesis  to  Malachi  in  order 
to  secure  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  development  of  the 
Messianic  hope  before  we  attempt  to  deal  with  such  books 
as  are  found  between  the  Old  and  the  New  Testaments. 

From  a  careful  study  of  the  Hebrew  writers  one  may 
say  that  they  all  seem  to  have  had  some  idea  of  an  indi¬ 
cation  of  a  future  hope ;  that  is  to  say,  the  dawning  of 
a  new  age,  the  redemption  of  Israel,  the  day  of  judgment 
and  a  personal  Messiah. 

Since  this  is  true,  we  shall  call  your  attention  to 
passages  which  denote  (1)  somewhat  of  a  general  prog¬ 
ress  looking  forth  to  a  new  age;  and  (2)  a  most  specific 
Messianic  hope.  The  notion  of  a  Messianic  hope,  at 
least  in  its  broadest  scope,  seemed  to  prevail  from  the 
very  first  book  in  the  Bible.  We  have  such  passages 
before  us  as  Gen.  18.  18,  “Seeing  that  Abraham  shall 


surely  become  a  great  and  mighty  nation,  and  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  shall  be  blessed” ;  Gen.  12,  3,  “And 
I  will  bless  them  that  bless  thee,  and  him  that  curseth  thee 
will  I  curse':  and  in  thee  shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
be  blessed”;  Gen.  3.  15,  “And  I  will  put  enmity  between 
thee  and  the  woman,  and  between  thy  seed  and  her  seed: 
he  shall  bruise  thy  head,  and  thou  shalt  bruise  his  heel.** 
In  Deuteronomy  we  see  a  further  development  of  this 
idea:  18.  15,  “Jehovah  thy  God  will  raise  up  unto  thee 
a  prophet  from  the  midst  of  thee,  of  thy  brethren,  like 
unto  me ;  unto  him  ye  shall  harken.”  • 

Other  passages  giving  light  are:  Gen.  12.  3;  22.  18; 
9.  26,  27;  17.  7;  2  Sam.  7.  Ilf;  Jer.  31.  23;  6.  10; 
Ezek.  37 ;  Micah  4.  2-4.  We  have  numerous  other  pas¬ 
sages  in  the  early  books  that  denote  a  new  age  which 
time  and  space  will  not  permit  mentioning. 

Our  second  attempt  in  the  Old  Testament  will  include 
passages  that  denote  the  redemption  of  Israel.  The  hope 
takes  first  one  form  and  then  another.  While  one  school 
of  religious  teachers — that  of  the  prophets — cherishes  it, 
another  school,  consisting  of  the  authors  of  the  wisdom 
literature,  ignores  it.  But  then  this  school  has  its  idea 
in  its  conception  of  wisdom,  not  itself  a  Messianic  idea. 
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Let  us  glance  at  a  few  passages :  Psa.  69.  8 ;  72.  8 ;  Isa. 
7.  14;  Hag.  1.  8,  9;  Micah  6.  1 ;  9.  9;  Ezek.  34.  23. 

Some  of  the  writers  denote  it  as  a  Day  of  Judgment, 
namely:  Psa.  110;  Zach.  13.  7 ;  11.  12;  6.  13;  9.  9;  and 
if  we  read  carefully  the  book  of  Amos,  we  find  that  this 
notion  prevailed  throughout. 

We  now  come^to  a  more  definite  statement  of  a  per¬ 
sonal  Messiah.  This  is  brought  out  very  vividly  by  the 
primitive  account  of  Samuel’s  anointing  of  Saul,  1  Sam. 
9. 16.  Here  we  see  the  king  chosen  by  God,  to  be  anointed 
by  God’s  prophet  as  a  sign  of  the  divine  appointment, 
and  so  commissioned  to  deliver  the  nation  from  its  enemies. 
Thus  the  throne  was  established  with  high  hopes.  But 
those  hopes  were  doomed  to  a  speedy  disappointment. 
Saul  went  his  own  way,  and  Samuel  told  him  that  God  had 
rejected  him. 

The  second  king  anointed,  David,  had  happier  results. 
The  nation  was  not  only  saved  from  the  ravages  of  petty 
marauding  neighbor  tribes ;  it  extended  its  boundaries, 
and  seemed  to  promise  to  become  a  great  world  empire. 
But  before  long  the  people  were  undeceived.  Solomon’s 
reign  was  even  more  magnificent  than  his  father’s,  but  it 
proved  to  be  costly  and  burdensome.  The  issue  was  that 
under  his  ill-advised  and  obstinate  son  there  was  a  fatal 
revolt  and  the  Israelites  became  two  nations. 

Some  kings  were  good  and  great,  others  were  bad  and 
mischievous.  By  the  time  of  Isaiah,  people  had  come 
to  look  back  on  the  golden  glory  of  the  splendid  past 
magnified  by  the  sentiment  of  antiquity.  Then  there 
appeared  the  hope  that  a  second  David  would  come  and 
do  for  the  later  age  what  the  founder  of  the  kingly  line 
had  done  in  his  day.  At  this  stage  the  prophets  came 
to  the  aid  of  the  nation  with  inspired  utterances  that 
met  the  popular  need,  but  elevated  the  popular  hope  above 
its  merely  political  outlook.  Isaiah  cried,  “And  there 
shall  come  forth  a  shoot  out  of  the  stock  of  Jesse,  and 
a  branch  out  of  the  roots  shall  bear  fruit ;  and  the  spirit 
of  the  Lord  shall  rest^upon  him,  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and 
understanding,  the  spirit  of  counsel  and  might,  the  spirit 
of  knowledge  and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord ;  and  his  delight 
shall  be  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,”  etc.,  Isa.  11.  1-9.  This 
great  oracle  is  the  earliest  clearly  expressed,  definite 
prophecy  of  the  Messiah  as  the  son  of  David. 

Before  we  pass  on  from  the  book  of  Isaiah,  we  have 
one  or  two  more  great  utterances  which  are  the  key  to 
the  Messianic  ideas  of  Israel.  The  first  is  in  Isa.  7,  where 
we  read  of  the  promised  birth  of  Immanuel. '  It  plainly 
indicates  a  near  approaching  birth.  Some  have  thought 
the  reference  is  to  a  young  prince  to  be  bom  in  the  palace. 
But  when  we  go  on  to  the  second  of  these  early  oracles, 
we  find  the  mysterious  child  acclaimed  with  the  most 
magnificent  titles  as:  Wonderful,  Counsellor,  Mighty 
God,  Everlasting  Father,  Prince  of  Peace  (Isa.  9.  6). 
These  are  the  greatest  things  said  of  the  Messiah  any¬ 
where  in  the  Old  Testament.  Can  they  be  applied  to  a 
child  of  Isaiah’s  day?  That  Jesus  Himself  claimed  to 
be  the  Messiah  cannot  be  denied  without  tearing  the  gos¬ 
pel  story  to  threads. 

We  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  literature  between 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  The  circumstances  of  the 
Jews  conjoined  with  their  new  thought  of  God  and  man¬ 
kind  to  bring  the  eschatological  into  prominence:  that 
is  to  say,  ideas  relating  to  last  things.  So  far  as  the 
world  in  general  was  concerned,  there  gathered  around 
the  Messianic  hope — the  expectation  of  a  God-sent  De¬ 


liverer,  who  would  restore  the  banished  greatness  of  | 
Israel,  and  establish  the  rule  of  God’s  people  in  right- 
eousness  and  power.  ^ 

The  rising  and  falling  of  different  families  at  this  < 
time  brightened,  and  darkened,  the  hope  of  a  personal 
Messiah.  During  the  rise  and  supremacy  of  the  Has- 
montean  family  the  hope  itself  of  a  future  ideal  kingdom 
fell  into  almost  utter  abeyance.  The  success  of  their 
cause  secured  to  them  such  freedom  and  prosperity  as 
served  to  withdraw  their  minds  from  the  future.  They 
were  content  to  enjoy  the  good  already  attained,  and 
postpone  further  questions  till  a  new  prophet  should  arise 
among  them.  (1  Mac.  14.  41.) 

A  marked  change  is  noticeable  early  in  the  century 
immediately  preceding  the  birth  of  Christ.  The  Has- 
moniean  house  was  tottering  to  a  fall:  the  excesses  and 
feuds  of  its  princes  were  bringing  hopeless  ruin  upon 
themselves,  and  confusion  and  distress  upon  their  coun¬ 
try.  The  Pharisees  and  other  kindred  spirits  repudiated 
the  actual  government  of  the  land  and  turned  for  con¬ 
solation  to  the  old  hope  of  an  ideal  kingship. 

Now  that  their  confidence  had  been  betrayed  and' 
their  hopes  disappointed,  they  threw  themselves  with  new  ^ 
ardor  into  the  old  prophetic  expectations  of  a  divinely  I' j 
established  kingdom.  The  feeling  of  the  time  is  indicated 
in  the  ninetieth  chapter  of  the  Book  of  Enoch,  and  still 
more  clearly  in  the  Psalter  of  Solomon.  In  the  latter, 
for  the  first  time,  the  name  and  the  person  of  the  Messiah 
are  distinctly  set  forth,  namely :  “And  he  shall  be  a 
righteous  king  taught  by  God.  The  Lord  himself  is  his 
King,  the  hope  of  him  that  is  mighty  through  his  hope 
in  God.  All  nations  shall  be  in  fear  before  him.  He  will 
bless  the  people  of  the  Lord  with  wisdom  and  gladness. 
And  he  himself  will  be  pure  from  sin  so  that  he  may  rule 
a  great  people.  He  will  rebuke  the  rulers  and  remove 
sinners  by  the  might  of  his  word,  and  relying  upon  his 
God  throughout  his  days  he  will  not  stumble.  For  God 
will  make  him  mighty  by  means  of  the  Holy  Spirit.” 
(Psa.  of  Solomon  17.  36.) 

In  the  Book  of  Enoch  we  find  a  vision  of  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  the  Righteous — the  Messiah — which  reads  thus : 
“And  I  saw  that  a  white  bull  was  born  with  large  horns, 
and  every  beast  of  the  field  and  all  the  birds  of  4;be  air  J 
feared  him,  and  made  petition  to  him  all  the  time,  and 
I  saw  till  all  their  generations  were  transformed  and 
they  all  became  white  bulls  and  the  first  among  them  came 
a  lamb,  and  that  lamb  became  a  great  animal,  and  had 
great  black  horns  on  its  head,  and  the  Lord  of  the  sheep 
rejoiced  over  it,  and  over  all  the  oxen.  And  I  slept  in 
their  midst  and  I  awoke  and  saw  everything.  This  is  the 
vision  which  I  saw  while  I  slept,  and  I  awoke  and  blessed 
the  Lord  of  righteousness  and  gave  him  glory.”  (Enoch 
90.  37.) 

Also  in  Enoch  46.  1-4,  from  the  Title:  “The  Head 
of  Days  and  the  Son  of  Man,”  namely,  “And  there  I  saw 
one  who  had  a  head  of  days,  and  his  head  was  white  like 
wool,  and  with  him  was  another  being,  whose  countenance 
had  the  appearance  of  man,  and  his  face  was  full  of 
graciousness,  like  one  of  the  holy  angels.  And  I  asked 
the  angel  who  went  with  me  and  showed  me  all  of  the 
hidden  things  concerning  that  Son  of  Man,  who  he  was  j 
and  whence  he  was,  and  why  he  went  with  the  head  of  " 
days?  And  he  answered  and  said  unto  me:  This  is  the 
Son  of  Man  who  hath  righteousness,  with  whom  dwelleth 
righteousness,  and  who  revealeth  all  the  treasures  of  that 
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which  is  hidden,  because  the  Lord  of  spirits  hath  chosen 
him,  and  whose  lot  hath  the  pre-eminence  before  the  Lord 
I  jj^f  spirits  in  righteousness  forever.  And  this  Son  of  Man 
^whom  thou  hast  seen,  shall  raise  up  kings  and  the  mighty 
from  their  seats,  and  the  strong  from  the  thrones  and 
shall  loosen  the  reins  of  the  strong,  and  break  the  teeth 
of  sinners.” 

These  few  verses  of  the  head  of  days  and  the  Son  of 
Man  seem  to  be  the  most  striking  incidents  of  a  personal 
Messiah  in  the  Pseudepigrapha.  The  forty-eighth  chap¬ 
ter  also  denotes  the  Fount  of  Righteousness,  the  Son  of 
Man,  the  stay  of  Righteousness,  Judgment  of  the  Kings 
and  the  mighty. 

The  book  closes  with  a  beautiful  verse  which  suggests 
development  of  a  personal  Messiah  under  the  heading, 
“God  and  the  Messiah  to  dwell  with  men,”  namely:  “In 
those  days  the  Lord  bade  them  to  siunmon  and  testify 
to  the  children  of  earth  concerning  their  wisdom:  show 
it  unto  them,  for  we  are  their  guides,  and  a  recompense 
over  the  whole  earth.  For  I  and  my  son  will  be  united 
with  them  forever  in  the  paths  of  righteousness  in  their 
lives,  and  ye  shall  have  peace,  ye  children  of  upright¬ 
ness,  Amen.” 

The  Second  Book  of  Esdras,  chapters  3-14,  denotes 
^a  faint  development  of  a  deliverer.  They  describe  a 
Series  of  revelations  and  visions  purporting  to  have  been 
communicated  to  Ezra  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  Babylonian 
captivity. 

Depressed  with  the  sorrows  of  his  people  and  doubts 
of  the  righteous  government  of  God,  he  is  visited  by  the 
angel  Uriel,  who  reproves  his  sadness  and  throws  light 
upon  the  moral  mysteries  of  the  world.  In  the  three 
revelations  and  five  visions,  Uriel  shows  him  that,  though 
the  purposes  of  God  are  unsearchable,  his  providence  is 
surely  working  for  the  defeat  of  evil  and  the  triumph  of 


good.  Iniquity  may  succeed  for  a  time,  but  it  has  its 
appointed  limit  and  when  the  signs  indicated  in  the  visions 
are  fulfilled,  the  Son  of  God,  the  Anointed  One,  shall 
appear  and  reign.  The  powers  of  the  heathen  shall  be 
broken  and  the  lost  tribes  of  Israel  gathered  together 
again  into  their  city  of  Zion. 

In  several  places  there  are  noteworthy  references  to 
the  Messiah:  2  Esdras  7.  27f ;  12.  81f,  37,'  62. 

The  Sibylline  Oracles  or  the  Sibyls,  known  in  the  an¬ 
cient  world  as  inspired  prophetesses,  through  whom  the 
gods  revealed  their  thoughts  and  indicated  their  will, 
contributes  somewhat  of  a  faint  utterance  of  a  Messianic 
Kingdom  at  the  close  of  the  Books.  The  third  book  gives 
an  apocalyptic  review  of  the  history  of  Israel,  from  the 
building  of  Babel  to  the  time  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes, 
and  closes  with  a  prediction  of  the  coming  glory  and 
prosperity  of  the  Messiah’s  kingdom. 

We  come  to  the  close  of  the  argument  with  a  passage 
from  the  New  Testament  that  thrills  the  soul  and  always 
lifts  me  to  a  higher  place  of  service,  namely:  Phil.  2. 
6-11: 

“Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ 
Jesus ;  whb  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  rob¬ 
bery  to  be  equal  with  God.  But  made  himself  no  repu¬ 
tation  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was 
made  in  the  likeness  of  men,  and  being  found  in  fashion 
as  a  man,  he  humbled  himself,  and  became  obedient  unto 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.  Wherefore  God  hath 
also  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name,  which  is 
above  every  name:  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee 
should  bow  of  things  in  heaven  and  things  in  earth  and 
things  under  the  earth;  and  that  every  tongue  should 
confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
Father.” — ^Allen  M.  Harris. 


South  Carolina  Conference  Proceedings 


By  the  Rev.  John  C.  Gibbs 


■  "^HIS  Conference  was  called  together  for  the  122d 
W  I  session  in  the  beautiful  town  of  Hartsville,  S.  C., 
December  8-12,  1926.  The  Rev.  J.  P.  Robinson 
and  his  loyal  members  and  faithful  friends  have  the 
honor  of  entertaining  this  big  gathering  of  religious 
leaders.  For  the  first  time  in  the  annals  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  did  a  bishop  of  Negro  extraction  summon  this  body 
together,  and  still  for  the  first  time  in  all  her  years  did 
two  bishops  preside. 

Early  Wednesday  morning  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  called 
the  Conference  to  order  and  conducted  the  devotions  and, 
assisted  by  the  eight  district  superintendents,  admin¬ 
istered  the  holy  sacrament  to  460  communicants.  No 
period  in  an  Annual  Conference  is  entered  into  more 
unitedly,  enjoyed  more  entirely,  and  is  more  satisfactory 
to  laymen  and  minister  than  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

All  of  the  brethren  responded  to  the  roll  call  by  Sec¬ 
retary  R.  L.  Hickson  save  the  Revs.  A.  W.  Fuller,  George 
Gray,  A.  G.  Kennedy,  G.  W.  Rodger,  D.  J.  Sanders,  J. 
|A.  Harrold,  and  A.  M.  Wright.  They,  a  little  while  be¬ 
fore,  were  translated  and  had  answered  to  the  roll  call 
in  glory.  The  Conference  stood  in  honor  and  reverence 
for  these  departed  worthies  while  Bishop  Jones,  in  an 
ardent  supplication,  paid  a  beautiful  tribute  to  their 


sacred  memory,  and  invoked  His  blessings  upon  their 
bereaved  families. 

After  the  Conference  organization  the  appointment 
of  reporters,  the  fixing  of  the  Conference  bar,  and  the 
necessary  reports  of  committees,  the  Conference  eagerly 
listened  to  happy  greetings  and  words  of  welcome  from 
Prof.  H.  C.  Brewer,  in  behalf  of  the  schools ;  the  mayor, 
Hon.  P.  H.  Rodges,  for  the  citizens,  and  the  Rev.  J.  A. 
McConnell,  representing  the  churches.  In  his  versatile 
manner,  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Cooper  responded  for  the  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  Conference  listened  to  two  brilliant,  inspirational 
addresses  at  the  noon  hours  of  Wednesday  and  Thurs¬ 
day  by  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones.  During  these  twir  days  of  his 
leadership  and  administration  the  brethren  discovered  a 
big-hearted  sympathizer  and  a  warm-spirited  friend  in 
him.  They  were  rapidly  getting  acquainted  with  him 
when  an  alarming  telegram  announced  that  his  blessed 
wife  was  critically  ill.  This  sudden  message  visibly  af¬ 
fected  both  the  good  bishop  and  the  anxious  Conference. 
The  business  paused  and  the  entire  Conference  expressed 
sympathy  in  speech  and  prayer  that  God  would  restore 
the  afflicted  and  comfort  Bishop  Jones.  Bishop  Jones 
was  conveyed  to  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  by  the  Rev.  G.  Thomas, 
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to  make  immediate  railroad  connection  for  New  Orleans, 
while  Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson  was  dispatched  and  re¬ 
plied  by  arriving  Friday  morning  to  resume  the  work 
of  the  Conference.  Bishop  Richardson’s  coming  relieved 
all  solicitations  and  concern.  ^ 

The  district  superintendents,  Revs.  L.  G.  Gregg,  of 
Sumter;  W.  S.  Thompson,  Bennettsville ;  A.  R.  Howard, 
Charleston;  R.  F.  Harrington,  Florence;  J.  E.  C.  Jen¬ 
kins,  Greenville;  J.  B.  Taylor,  Orangeburg;  I.  W.  Wil¬ 
liams,  Spartanburg;  A.  G.  Townsend,  Sumter,  and  the 
elders  on  their  charges  had  their  characters  passed  and 
rendered  their  reports.  While  none  of  them  exhibited 
matchless  advance  in  increase  in  benevolence,  finance,  ma¬ 
terial  gain,  spiritual  results,  and  numerical  strength,  yet 
the  work,  the  interest,  and  progress  have  been  sane,  true, 
and  commendable. 

After  the  day’s  business  sessions.  Bishop  Richardson 
gave  gripping  addresses  to  the  Conference.  At  each  eve¬ 
ning  service  the  Conference  assembled  to  the  various  an¬ 
niversaries  of  the  Stewardship  Division — EWorld  Service 
Commission,  by  the  Rev.  R.  E.  Gamell;  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  and  Relief  and  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety,  Dr.  B.  M.  Powell ;  Board  of  Prohibition  and  Public 
Morals,  Dr.  R.  V.  Johnson;  Board  of  Sunday  Schools, 
Dr.  James  McMorries ;  Board  of  Education  for  Negroes, 
Drs.  L.  M.  Dunton,  J.  B.  Randolph,  Dean  H.  Pearson, 
the  Revs.  G.  W.  Cooper,  J.  F.  Green,  J.  F.  Page,  I.  C. 
Wiley,  Ollis  Blasengame,  J.  F.  Freeman,  C.  R.  Brown, 
Mrs.  L.  A.  J.  Moorer,  Prof.  M.  T.  J.  Howard,  the  Rev. 
E.  M.  Washington.  While  such  interest  was  aroused  by 
these  addresses  in  these  different  boards  of  the  church, 
the  Claflin  Endowment  and  the  Department  of  Educa¬ 
tion  for  Negroe's  was  most  conspicuous  and  received 
marked  attention  from  the  Conference. 

The  religious  feature  was  powerfully  emphasized  by 
wonderful  sermons  from  the  Revs.  C.  C.  Clark,  N.  W. 
Green,  G.  B.  Tillman,  Dr.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  Sr.  Of 
course  Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson  preached  a  soul-com¬ 
forting  and  a  mentally  edifying  sermon  on  the  Sabbath 
morning  immediately  after  a  lively  experience  meeting 
and  love  feast.  These  evangelistic  efforts  by  these  varied 
gospel  ambassadors  brought  heavenly  benedictions  'and 
spiritual  refreshment  to  the  awaiting  Conference  and  the 
hungering  congregations. 

People  came  from  all  avenues  to  enjoy  the  Confer¬ 
ence.  Were  they  here  in  such  vast  numbers  to  see  the 
colored  bishop  in  action,  or  were  they  present  because 
it  was  a  novelty  for  Hartsville?  Maybe  both.  The  Rev. 
J.  P.  Robinson  and  his  faithful  followers  knew  how  to 
accommodate  and  entertain  the  large  crowds  and  to 
satiate  their  desires. 

Saturday  evening  Prof.  H.  H.  Butler  and  his  trained 
teachers  and  school  body  capped  the  summit  in  handing 
the  Conference  delegation  a  delicious  banquet.  Praise 
and  thanks  are  unrestrained  by  us  to  those  magnificent 
entertainers  for  their  lavish  hospitality  and  wonderful 
treatment. 

A  brief  hour  was  used  by  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  at  the  Conference  to  place  the  work  and 
obligations  upon  the  hearts  of  the  brethren.  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  Gordon,  the  efiScient '  president,  and  her  able  official 
staff  succeeded  well  in  their  meritorious  endeavors  and 
ambitious  measures. 

In  the  end  of  the  Conference  the  bishop  ordained  eight 
candidates  for  deacons’  orders,  and  gave  three  others  the 
privilege  to  be  made  elsewhere.  For  elders’  orders  five 


were  ordained.  One  was  received  into  the  Conference 
from  the  Colored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by  orders. 
Five  of  the  pastors  were  retired,  and  one  put  on  the  super^ 
numerary  list.  In  the  passing  of  our  promoted  fellow 
workers  and  Conference  Claimants,  the  talented  Rev.  N. 
T.  Bowen,  Jr.,  expressed  our  indebtedness  to  their  fra¬ 
grant  life  and  pure  history.  Our  living  claimants  are 
to  receive  $5,165  this  year.  The  report  for  Claflin  En¬ 
dowment  was  designated  at  $11,050.95.  We  are  to  raise 
$10,000  between  now,  commencement,  and  the  next  Con¬ 
ference.  This  will  require  effort,  hurry,  and  wise  plan¬ 
ning,  but  we  can  do  it.  The  ministers’  wives  have  been 
organized  by  the  accomplished  Mrs.  Daisy  B.  Taylor, 
the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Taylor,  of  the  Orangeburg  Dis¬ 
trict,  to  aid  tangibly  in  the  spiritual,  educational,  moral, 
and  financial  demands  of  the  Conference,  but  to  stress 
World  Service  and  Claflin  Endowment  as  the  money  goal 
for  1927.  These  vigilant  women  have  seen  our  slump 
and  have  come  to  redeem  our  Conference,  save  our  repu¬ 
tation,  and  to  bring  us  to  higher  and  more  honored 
standing  among  the  great  galaxy  of  our  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Conferences. 

Since  the  South  Carolina  Annual  Conference  shall 
be  entertained  at  the  metropolis,  “The  City  by  the  Sea,”< 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  in  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,^ 
in  1927,  we  ministers  and  laymen  will  strive  to  make  it 
one  of  the  richest,  happiest,  largest,  most  potent,  and 
best  since  its  creation  and  reorganization  in  1866.. 

The  appointments  are  as  follows; 

BEAUFORT  DISTRICT 
Rev.  L.  G.  Gheoo,  Ditt.  Bupt. 

Aiken,  J.  F.  Pearson.  Allendale,  C.  C.  Reynolds.  Appleton,  N. 
E.  Franklin.  Bamberg,  B.  C.  Jackson.  Bamberg  Circuit,  W.  H. 
Norman.  Beaufort,  J.  W.  Buddin.  Blackville,  B.  C.  Brown.  Brun¬ 
son  and  Barnville,  M.  L.  Green.  Cottageville,  Paul  Reddish.  Ehr- 
hardt,  L.  S.  Selmore.  Greenpond,  J.  W.  Gray.  Hardeeville,  S.  Gyp- 
son.  Lodge,  A.  J.  Hall.  Millet  and  Prospect,  Jeremiah  Mitchell. 
Ru^,  C.  B.  Brown.  SeigHng,  J.  B.  Rouse.  Springtown,  S.  D. 
Williams.  St.  George,  O.  Blassingame.  Walterboro,  F.  Marcus. 
Weeks,  B.  S.  Cooper.  Yemassee,  D.  P.  Murphy.  Youngs  Island, 
E.  D.  Generett. 


BENNETTSVILLE  DISTRICT 
Rev.  W.  S.  Thompson,  DUt.  Bupt. 

Alcot,  Solomon  Pearson.  Bennettsville,  G.  W.  Cooper.  Bethel 
and  Ebeneser,  S.  E.  Watson.  Blenheim  and  Spears,  A.  Mack.  ^ 
Cheraw,  N.  T.  Bowen.  Chesterfield,  Ed.  Gordon.  Clio  and  Dunbar, 
J.  R.  Graham.  Darlington,  S.  A.  Punches.  Darlington  Circuit, 
to  be  supplied.  Dillon,  J.  D.  Whittaker.  Hamer,  T.  J.  Curry. 
Hartsville,  J.  P.  Robinson.  Hartsville  Circuit,  J.  W.  A.  Butler. 
Hartsville  Mission,  Dozier  Johnson,  supply.  Level  Green  and  Wes¬ 
ley,  D.  E.  Thomas.  Little  Rock,  E.  M.  Washington.  Lydia  and 
Kingville,  S.  S.  Sparks.  North  Marlboro,  H.  J.  Kirk.  St.  John  and 
Wesley,  D.  F.  Tillman.  Syrcause  and  Providence,  Frank  Quick. 
Tatum  and  McColl,  K.  D.  Hough. 

CHARLESTON  DISTRICT 
Rev.  a.  R.  Howabo,  Ditt,  Bupt. 

Brook  Green,  P.  P.  Heyward.  Charleston:  Centenary,  J.  F.  Page; 
Old  Bethel,  J.  A.  Curry;  Wesley,  J.  C.  Gibbes;  St.  Jude  and  St. 
James,  R.  W.  Holloway;  East  Mission,  Edward  Desisean.  Cooper 
River,  William  T.  McClary.  Dorchester,  J.  W.  Reeder.  George¬ 
town  and  Andrews,  A.  S.  Newman.  Greelyville,  Jas.  Richards. 
Harleyville,  L.  C.  Gregg.  Johns  Island,  M.  M.  Mouzon.  Jedburg, 
A.  T.  Hines.  Lanes,  C.  J.  Mack.  Maryville,  T.  D.  Green.  Mc- 
Clellanville,  Wm.  Seale.  Mt.  Holly,  T.  J.  Pendergrass.  Pinopolis, 
L.  C.  Mahoney.  Rldgevllle,  J.  G.  Stokes.  St.  Stephen,  F.  H. 
Grant.  St.  Stephen  Circuit,  Daniel  Brown.  Summerville,  P.  E. 
Mingo.  Washington  and  Ladson,  E.  F.  Tobin.  St.  TKdmas,  H. 
L.  Stewart. 

Geo.  Geddis,  H.  B.  Jones,  and  W.  R.  Gregg  left  without  ap¬ 
pointment  to  attend  school.  < 

FLORENCE  DISTRICT 
Rev.  R.  F.  Haerikoton,  Ditt,  Bupt. 

Asbury  and  Bethel,  D.  J.  Hartwell,  supply.  Cades,  M.  C.  New¬ 
man.  Florence,  W.  M.. Hanna.  Hemingway,  J.  M.  Stokes.  Kings- 
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tree  Station,  S.  M.  McCollum.  Kingstree  Circuit,  J.  A.  Glenn.  Lake 
City,  H.  H.  Cooper.  Latta,  T.  J.  Robinson.  Nesmith,  N.  W.  Greene. 
Marion,  C.  C.  Clark.  Mars  Bluff,  W.  J.  Gupple.  Mullins,  T.  W. 

I  Williams.  Salem  and  Wesley,  C.  B.  Brown.  Springville,  I.  H.  Rich- 
rdson.  St.  John,  Wm.  R.  McEaddy.  St.  Luke,  M.  B.  Mason.  St. 
Mary,  N.  J.  Brown.  St.  Paul,  D.  H.  McLean.  Timmonsville,  D.  S. 
Curry.  John  Wesley,  T.  E.  Taylor.  Olanta  and  Pamplico  Mission, 
A.  L.  Wilson,  supply. 

GREENVILLE  DISTRICT 
Rev.  j.  Ef.  C.  Jenkins,  Dut.  Supt. 

Anderson,  B.  S.  Jackson.  Belton,  W.  M.  Smith.  Bradley  and 
McCormick,  F.  B.  Henderson.  Easley,  E.  C.  Wright  Greenville: 
John  Wesley,  J.  W.  Taylor;  St.  Andrews,  H.  Knox.  Greenville  Mis¬ 
sion,  D.  M.  Minus.  Greenwood,  C.  F.  Ferrason.  Loundesville  Sta¬ 
tion,  J.  W.  Jones.  Newberry,  C.  L.  Lindsay.  Ninety-Six,  M.  B. 
Baddy.  North  Greenville,  G.  S.  McClary.  Pendleton,  S.  M.  Brown. 
Pickens,  I.  V.  Manning.  Rock  Mill,  F.  L.  Lawton.  St.  Luke,  G. 
S.  McMillan.  Seneca,  W.  N.  Fridie.  South  Greenville,  T.  R.  Rob¬ 
inson.  Walhalla,  S.  Jackson.  West  Anderson,  S.  V.  Fowler.  Wil- 
liamston,  J.  A.  Gary. 


ORANGEBURG  DISTRICT 
Rev.  j.  B.  Tayloh,  DUt.  Supt. 


Branchville,  R.  H.  Cunningham.  Columbia,  N.  S.  Smith.  Den¬ 
mark,  J.  E.  Goins.  Edisto  Fork,  A.  P.  Gilliard.  Jamison,  S.  J. 
Cooper.  Macedonia,  J.  A.  Summers.  Midway,  E.  J.  Curry.  North, 
J.  S.  Miller.  Orangeburg  Station,  R.  F.  Freeman.  Orangeburg  Cir¬ 
cuit,  L.  A.  Thomas.  Pineville  and  Bowman,  I.  C.  Wiley.  Reeves- 
ville,  M.  O.  Stewart.  Rowesville,  M.  J.  Porter.  Sprin^eld,  N.  E. 
Franklin.  Swansea,  J.  W.  Henderson. 


SPARTANBURG  DISTRICT 
Rev.  L.  W.  Williams,  Dift.  Supt. 


Be\hune,  Ed.  Harrison,  supply.  Blacksburg  and  York  Circuit, 
J.  G.  Garrett,  supply.  Chester  Circuit,  P.  E.  McLaughlin.  Chesnee, 
R.  E.  Bethea.  Clover,  S.  M.  Miller.  Cowpens,  E.  D.  Bruce.  Jeffer¬ 
son,  F.  A.  Connelly.  Gaffney,  G.  A.  Thomas.  Greer,  C.  Myers. 
Landrum,  H.  L.  Davis.  Long  Town,  Robert  B.  King.  McBee,  C. 
J.  James.  Pacolet,  R.  H.  Harrison.  Pageland,  E.  S.  Charley.  Rock 
Hill,  W.  M.  Hailey.  Reidville,  J.  M.  Cox.  St.  James,  P.  H.  Fisher. 
St.  Mark,  J.  C.  Martin.  Spartanburg,  Spartanburg  Circuit  and 
Mission,  R.  R.  Williams.  Taylor  Mission,  A.  Segars,  supply.  Well- 
ford,  J.  A.  Murray.  York  Station,  A.  P.  Jenkins. 


SUMTER  DISTRICT 

Rev.  a.  G.  Townsend,  Digt.  Supt. 

Antioch,  W.  F.  Smith.  Blaney,  P.  C.  E.  Hidleston.  Borden  and 
Rock  Hill,  J.  Wesley  Williams.  Camden,  B.  F.  Bra’dford.  Camden 
Circuit,  A.  H.  Hayes.  Lamar,  J.  T.  Martin.  Lamar  Circuit,  R.  A. 
Cottingham.  Lynchburg,  Arthur  J.  Pogue.  Macedonia,  H.  D. 
Woods.  Mayesville,  A.  L.  McGill.  Mechanicsville,  H.  W.  Williams. 
Mt.  Zion,  A.  W.  Wright.  Oswego,  F.  W.  Anthony.  New  Haven 
and  St.  Phillip,  John  W.  Williams.  Rock  Spring,  C.  H.  Dhngerfield. 
Shiloh,  W.  M.  David.  St.  James,  F.  W.  Vance.  St.  Paul,  J.  W. 
White.  St.  Matthews,  S.  F.  Moss.  Sumter,  R.  L.  Hickson.  Stone 
Hill  and  Woodrow,  F.  F.  Fisher,  supply.  Wateree,  G.  B.  Tillman. 
Zion  Hill,  G.  W.  Burroughs,  supply.  Shepard  Pate  Mission,  Hamp- 
Bn  Sutton,  supply. 


Negro  Insurance  Companies  Big 
Factor  in  Racial  Business 

That  Negro  insuranec  companies  are  growing 
apace  even  though  they  carry  but  a  small  fraction 
of  the  insurance  in  force  upon  Negro  lives  is  shown 
by  the  recent  report  issued  by  the  National  Negro  In¬ 
surance  Association.  Some  startling  and  encouraging 
figures  are  presented  by  the  association  in  its  statistics 
compiled  upon  twenty-one  Negro  insurance  companies, 
most  of  which  are  members  of  the  organization.  White 
companies  are  carrying  many  times  more  insurance  on 
colored  people’s  lives  than  are  the  colored  companies,  but 
the  report  relates  that  “of  the  total  of  $73,681,676,814 
of  life  insurance  in  force  in  the  United  States  on  December 

K,  1926,  the  twenty-three  Negro  companies  carried  $164,- 
6,600,  a  mere  drop  in  the  bucket  when  compared  to  the 
total  in  force,  but  an  enormous  amount  when  all  factors 
and  handicaps  are  taken  into  consideration.  The  Metro¬ 
politan  Life  Insurance  Company,  with  $960,000,000  on 


Negro  risks,  carries  five  times  as  much  life  insurance  on 
Negroes  as  all  the  Negro  companies  combined.  We  have 
just  scratched  the  surface.  The  field  and  opportunities 
offered  by  life  insurance  companies  for  Negroes  are  too 
great  to  be  measured ;  they  are  almost  unlimited. 

Some  idea 'of  where  the  more  than  a  billion  and  a  quar¬ 
ter  dollars  worth  of  Negro  insurance  is  placed  may  be 
gained  from  the  table  which  follows.  Total  insurance  car¬ 
ried  by  Negroes  in  the  United  States : 


Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company .  $900,000,000 

Colored  Companies  in  National  Negro  Ins.  Ass .  164,000,000 

Other  colored  companies  (estimated)  .  26,000,000 

All  other  companies  insuring  Negro  risks .  260,000,000 


Grand  total  of 'insurance  carried  . $1,899,000,000 


A  conception  of  the  tremendous  financial  power  which 
Negroes  might  control  is  revealed  by  these  figures.  It  is 
estimated  that  colored  companies  place  only  about  one- 
eighth  of  the  protection  in  force  upon  their  own  group. 
The  fact  is  that  only  a  negligible  portion  of  the  Negro 
population  of  America  has  awakened  to  the  value  of  in¬ 
surance  in  any  sort  of  company.  This  is  the  task  which 
the  combined  efforts  of  the  companies  who  compose  the 
National  Negro  Insurance  Association  is  concentrated  on 
— not  getting  Negroes  to  transfer  their  risks  to  colored 
concerns,  but  rather  to  appreciate  in  larger  measure  the 
value  of  building  up  insurance  estates,  thereby  adding  to 
the  total  racial  wealth  and  giving  protection  to  the  fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  insured. 

“The  security  of  homesteads,”  the  association 
points  out,  “the  holding  intact  of  families,  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  families,  and  the  satisfaction  of  life  profitably 
spent,  are  frequently  dependent  upon  an  adequate  concep¬ 
tion  of  the  value  of  insurance.”  Despite  the  small  por¬ 
tion  of  business  which  our  organizations  control,  the 
steady  growth  of  Negro  companies,  avers  the  National 
Negro  Insurance  Association,  is  a  definite  and  hopeful 
barometer  of  racial  business  and  progress. — ^Associated 
Negro  Press. 

Dedication  of  McKendree  M.  E. 
Church,  Cumberland,  Md. 

McKENDREE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH,  Cumberland  Md.,  the  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Minor,  pastor,  will  be  dedicated  Sunday,  Janu¬ 
ary  16,  at  3  P.  M.  The  principal  address  will  be  deliv¬ 
ered  by  Bishop  William  F.  McDowell,  resident  bishop  of 
the  Washington  Area.  Address  and  introduction  of  the 
bishop  by  Dr.  Howard  Thompson,  pastor  of  Centre 
Street  Church,  Cumberland.  Dr.  M.  J.  Naylor,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Pittsburgh  District,  will  be  master  of 
ceremonies. 

The  opening  sermon  will  be  preached  by  Dr.  M.  J. 
Naylor  at  11  A.  M.  At  7.46  P.  M.  will  be  the  annual 
memorial  sermon  to  the  Fort  Cumberland  Lodge,  No. 
176,  I.  B.  P.  O.  E.  of  W.  and  Daughters  of  Elks,  and 
presentation  of  Elks’  window.  The  Odd  Fellows  and 
Masons  will  turn  out  in  full  regalia  and  present  the  win¬ 
dows  donated  by  them  to  the  church. 

McKendree  Church,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Minor,  who  has  been  pastor  for  three  years, 
now  stands  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  churches  in  the 
Washington  Conference  and  a  credit  to  Methodism. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


from  within,  and  not  compelled  from  with¬ 
out. 

■AM  HTTtrOK  OOLUKU.  . 


IimurATioirAi.  Som 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lkssox  foi  SuirnAT,  Jaxuabt  28,  1927 


‘Thy  Kingdom  Ootna" 


PRAYER  IN  THE  CHRISTIAN  LIFE 


FOURTH  QUARTER.  LESSON  IV.  JANUARY  28 


Berifturo  Lonon — ^Mark  1.  86;  14.  82-86; 
Matt  6.  9-18. 


1.  Tko  Meaning  of  Prayer — In  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  term,'  prayer  is  eameetly  peti¬ 
tioning  a  person  for  something.  It  may  be 
combined  with  thanksgiving,  confession,  and 
praise.  But  the  real  prayer  is  the  petition, 
and  may  not  include  these  other  forms  of 
worship.  Confessicm  and  prayer  go  together 
when  there  is  confession;  but  tbanksriving 
and  praise  are  forms  of  communing  with  God 
distinct  from  actual  praying.  Jesus  fre¬ 
quently  gave  thanks  to  the  Father,  such  as 
in  Matt.  11.  26;  26.  27;  John  11.  41.  But  if 
we  study  His  reported  prayers  we  will  find 
that  they  are  petitions  without  thanksgiving 
or  praisegiving. 

2.  Jsmm'  Attitndo  Toward  Praying — Jesus 


and  these  pubiic  prayers  were  on  behalf  of 
others,  which  fact  was  probably  the  reason 
tor  their  not  being  in  secret  He  strongiy 
stressed  the  private  praying  of  His  discijues 
(Matt.  6.  6). 

To  sum  up,  praying  held  an  important 
place  in  the  life  of  Jesus.  But  it  was  His 
custom  to  pray  privately.  When  He  prayed 
publicly  it  was  in  the  presence  of  those  on 
behalf  of  whom  He  prayed.  In  each  prayer 
He  prayed  for  one  or  two  things  in  par¬ 
ticular,  things  which  weighed  most  heavily 
upon  His  great  heart,  and  not  for  thinm  in 
general.  His  prayers  were  never  indefinite, 
but  aiways  to  the  point,  and  were  petitions. 

8.  The  Value  of  Praying  in  the  Chrietian 
Life — Pricing  has  always  held  an  important 
place  in  Christian  life;  for  it  is  based  on  a 
feeling  of  dependence  on  God,  faith  in  His 


did  not  need  to  enjoin  upon  His  disciples  the  unlimited  power  and  wisdom  and  goodness, 
dutv  of  craving — the  Jews  were  a  praying  and  a  consciousness  of  our  needs.  Accord- 


revity;  so  probably  St.  ably  there  is  as  much  genuine  praying  among 
t  is  preferaole  to  Mat-  Christians  to-day  as  there  has  ever  been 
Ings  are  asked  for.  Of  during  ordinary  times.  If  not,  the  lack  is 
eral  a  prayer,  the  less,  due  to  a  waning  faith  in  God  and  an  increas- 
ns’  prayers  on  the  cross  ing  faith  in  ourselves  or  a  dying  conscious- 
but  one  thing  is  asked  ness  of  our  individual  and  social  needs  and 
mg  prayer  recorded  by  duties.  The  remedy  is  not  to  be  found  in 
acteristk  of  this  apostle  denunciation,  lamentation,  and  exhortation, 
s’  words)  there  are  but  but  in  inspiration.  True  praying  is  impelled 


duty  of  praying — the  Jews  were  a  praying 
people.  No  one  thought  it  strange  to  see 
Him  pray  so  frequently.  What  He  especially 
stressed  was  their  perseverance  in  prayer  and 
faith,  even  though  the  answer  should  not  be 
speedQy  forthcmnlng  (Luke  18.  1-8),  and  the 
kind  of  praying  which  they  should  do  (Matt. 
6.  6-16).  When  the  disciples  asked  the  Mas¬ 
ter  to  teach  them  to  pray  (Luke  11.  1),  they 
meant  that  He  should  teach  them  how  to 
pray  aright;  for  He  had  just  t<fid  them  how 
thqr  should  not  pray  (Matt.  6.  7f).  The 
prayer  which  He  taunt  them,  therefore,  was 
only  a  model  one  wmch  might  be  prayed  on 
any  ordinary  occasiem  of  praying.  What 
they  should  pray  for  on  spedal  occasions 
would  be  dictated  by  the  special  needs  of 
the  occasion  (Matt.  7.  7;  21.  22,  etc.).  Now 
what  He  wished  especially  to  stress  in  this 
model  prayer  was  brevity;  so  probably  St. 
Luke’s  account  of  it  is  preferable  to  Mat¬ 
thew’s.  In  it  five  things  are  asked  for.  Of 
coarse  the  more  general  a  prayer,  the  less, 
pointed  it  is.  In  Jesus’  prayers  on  the  cross 
and  in  Gethsemone  but  one  thing  is  asked 
for.  And  in  His  long  prayer  recorded  by 
St  John  (and  a  characteristic  of  this  apostle 
was  to  ewpound  Jesus’  words)  there  are  but 
two  things  asked  for — blessings  upon  Him- 
sdf,  and  loyalty  and  uni^  of  His  apostles. 
We  cannot  resist  the  belief  that  Jesus'  pray¬ 
ers  were  brief,  even  though  He  may  have 
prayed  all  night  (Luke  6.  12).  Doubtless 
on  such  occasions,  because  of  the  Intensity 
of  His  interests  and  the  weight  of  the  burden 
on  His  great  heart.  He  repeated  His  peti¬ 
tions  over  and  over  again,  somewhat  as  He 
did  in  Gethsemane.  We  are  so  constituted 
that  the  more  numerous  the  things  we  are 
interested  in  in  general,  the  less  intense  is 
our  interest  in  anything  in  particular;  and 
there  is  some  relation  between  the  intensity 
and  depth  of  our  interests  and  the  efficacy 
of  our  praying  (Luke  18.  2-7).  Jesus  prayed 
to  the  point  for  some  definite  thing  in  par¬ 
ticular,  and  not  for  and  about  many  things 
in  general. 

Secondly,  in  this  model  prayer  there  is 
absent  everything  but  petitions — ^there  is  no 
thanksgiving  and  no  praise.  And  in  the  re¬ 
ported  prayers  of  Jesus  we  find  the  same 
conspicuous  absence  (Luke  28.  84;  John  17. 
1-26;  12.  27f,  which  probably  refers  to  the 
same  event  as  Mark  14.  86-41).  He  fre- 
quentiy  thanked  the  Father,  and  His  whole 
Ufe  was  one  of  praise  and  (^oiy  to  the 
Father  (John  17.  4).  But  when  He  prayed 
He  presented  petitions  unto  the  Father. 

An^  in  the  third  place,  Jesus  was  a^ 
parentiy  more  interests  in  private  than  in 

Eublie  praying.  During  His  ministry  we 
ave  numerous  references  to  His  private 


(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

Jesus  taught  His  disciples  to  pray  “Thy 
kingdom  come.”  Prayer  is  an  important 
agency  in  bringing  the  Kingdom  to  pass. 
Jesus  began  His  i^nistry  with  prayer,  and 
closed  with  the  prayer  at  Gethsemane.  Every 
missionary  enterprise  of  the  church  has  been 
begun  and  carried  on  by  the  prayers  and 
tears  of  faithful  missionaries.  Prayer  alone 
can  beget  the  passion  for  a  lost  world  that 
will  lead  to  sacrificial  effort  for  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  those  who  are  without  God  or  hope. 

Jesus  prayed  for  the  eoming  of  the  King¬ 
dom  and  then  worked  to  that  end.  He  be¬ 
gan  His  ministry  with  the  text,  “The  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.”  When  He  sent 
forth  His  disciples  He  told  them  to  go 
preaching  “The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at 
hand.”  The  word  ii^ich  He  emphasised  in 
teaching  and  with  parable,  as  well  as  in  the 
model  prayer,  was  the  word  “kingdom.”  In 
the  New  Testament  vision  it  is  written,  “The 
kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  king¬ 
dom  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Christ.”  Tw 
prophecy  is  being  fulfilled  in  the  triumphs 


a  larger  ph 
i,  esp^ally 


ing^y,  it  hidds  a  larger  place  at  some  times 
than  at  others,  esp^ally  because  the'  con¬ 
sciousness  of  needs  is  keener.  This  is  equally 
true  in  the  case  of  the  history  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  and  in  the  life  of  the  individual 
Christian.  Wherever  individual  or  social 
needs  are  the  most  extraordinary,  or  there 
is  the  most  disturbing  consciousness  of  them, 
together  with  the  strongest  faith  in  and  de¬ 
pendence  on  God,  then  it  is  that  Christians 
pray  the  most  earnestly  and  effectively.  We 
hear  that  interest  in  praying  is  waning 
among  Christians  to-day — ^the  family  altar  is 
becoming  a  thing  of  the  past.  We  are  not 
sure  that  such  is  the  case.  Some  family  al¬ 
tars  have  never  been  places  of  genuine  pray¬ 
ing,  but  places  of  multiplying  words  before 
Gra  in  respect  to  custom  and  habit.  Prob- 


of  the  cross  in  the  world.  j 

To  use  the  prayer  our  Lord  taught  us 
effectively  means  that  we  put  ourselves  in 
the  prayer  so  that  the  Kingdom  interests  are 


ing,  but  places  of  multiplying 
Gra  in  respect  to  custom  and 
ably  there  is  as  much  genuine  p 


the  prayer  so  tnat  tne  n-mgaom  mreresu  are 
ours  all  the  time.  Then  will  we  be  serving 
Kingdom  interests  in  the  world  as  God’s  rep¬ 
resentatives.  It  may  be  that  Kingdom  in¬ 
terests  are  suffering  where  we  lite  because 
there  is  no  one  who  takes  God’s  part  in  the 
moral  struggles  and  in  the  realm  of  faith. 
God’s  kingdom  in  the  heart  and  Ufe  of  each 
individual ;  God’s  kingdom  in  'thethome  and 
community;  God’s  kingdom  in  the  State  and 
nation  should  be  the  beart-cry  and'soifl-long- 
ing  of  Christians  everywhere. 

The  missionary  prayer  and  hope  reaches 
farther  as  he  prays  and  labors  that  the  Ellng- 
dom  may  come  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and 
that  lands  of  darkness  shall  be  filled  with 
light.  Every  true  prayer  for  the  doming  of 
the  Kingdom  will  have  in  it  the  missionary 
concept.  In  such  praying  only  may  we  hope 
to  be  heard,  and  even  such  prayers  will  be 
effective  only  as  we  give  ourselves  in  some 
way  to  help  in  the  coming  of  the  Kingdom 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 


OAMMOX  BEMIWAXT. 


Epworth  League  Topic 


JANUARY  28 


By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 


MISSION  STUDY 


We  come  now  to  a  six- week  period  which 
we  shall  devote  to  the  study  of  missions. 
Last  year  we  studied  foreign  missions,  this 
year  we  shaU  study  the  bailie  field. 

Reqneet.  I  should  certainly  like  to  know 
how  many  chapters  in  our  colored  churches 
will  put  on  this  mission  study.  I  am  going 
to  request  that  every  chapter  that  plans  to 
have  it  will  send  me  a  card.  AU  that  needs 
to  be  on  the  card  is  the  name  of  the  charge 
to  which  the  League  belongs,  the  word,  “Yes,” 
and  the  name  of  the  person  heading  the 
Second  Department.  I  shaU  tabulate  these 
cards  and  publish  the  chapters  in  the  South¬ 
western  at  the  close  of  the  mission  study 
period. 

We  Need  the  Study.  It  is  not  an  uncom¬ 
mon  thing  to  hear  members  of  the  church 


praying,  but  only  two  occasions  of  His  prav-  boasting  that  they  give  -all  their  money  to 
tog  in  public  (John  17.  1-26;  Luke  28.  84);  promote  home  enterprises.  Lots  of  our  so- 


called  Methodist  Christians  are  so  narrow 
in  their  view  of  things  that  I  suspect,  when 
they  cry,  the  tears  run  down  the  middle  of 
their  noses.  They  are  like  the  old  man  who 
climbed  to  the  top  of  his  cabin  and  said, 
“My  house  is  the  center  of  the  world.”  Some 
of  us  think  Jesus  only  died  for  us  and  our 
kin  people.  This  mission  study  is  to  sup¬ 
ply  us  with  knowledge  about  other  folks; 
this  knowledge  will  beget  interest,  and  inter¬ 
est  will  lead  to  helpfm  effort  of  some  sort 
The  Booke.  Two  books  will  be  used  as 
the  basis  of  our  study:  “The  Advancing 
Church”  and  “Our  Templed  Hills.”  Thesri 
books  will  cost  a  nominal  sum,  but  they  cerf 
tainly  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  mis¬ 
sion  study  leader.  A  Leader’s  Manual  will  be 
sent  free.  All  materials  may  be  secured  from 
740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
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Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Barley,  Oa. — New  Hope  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 
S.  P.  Bryant,  is  moving  on.  The  hishop  made 
no  mistake  in  sending  us  this  good  man.  The 
Sunday  school  and  raurch  are  waking  up  to 
their  du^.  We  raised  as  a  Thanksgiving 
offering,  m-IO. — E.  B.  Stripling,  Reporter. 

Cutro,  Tewu. — Brothers  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  December  26  was  a  high 
day  at  Brothers  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  pastor.  Rev.  R.  S.  Mosby, 
preached  two  soul-stirring  sermons.  We  were 
also  favored  with  a  lecture  by  one  of  our  home 
boys,  a  student  at  Sam  Huston  College,  Mr. 
Rovikl  Avery.  His  lecture  was  a  masterpiece, 
full  of  helpful  instruction  and  information., 
— Evangeline  Mathis,  Reporter. 

Lioingtton,  Tewat. — We  are  grateful  to 
Bishop  Jones  and  Dr.  Gilder  for  sending  the 
Rev.  Edward  Wesley  Summers  and  his  good 
wife  back  to  us  for  another  year.  He  is  in¬ 
deed  a  real  leader  of  men;  his  work  can  and 
will  stand  the  test  anywhere  the  Conference 
may  see  fit  to  send  him.  We  are  lining  up 
with  him  in  his  new  financial  plan  for  the 
new  year.  Easter  will  tell  the  story.  We 
shall  stand  by  him  and  follow  his  leadership. 
— Mrs.  Inell  Dewalt,  Reporter. 

Tazewell,  Va. — Another  union  service  was 
held  on  Christmas,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  was 
with  each  one  as  we  met  at  the  First  Baptist 
Church.  Quite  a  number  were  out  to  worship 
in  this  union  service.  Scripture  lesson  by  the 
Rev.  C.  E.  Phillips;  prayer  by  the  Rev.  G. 
M.  Dickerson ;  and  the  eleven  o’clock  message 
by  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Chavis.  This  day  will  long 
be  remembered  by  all  who  took  part  in  these 
services.  Collection  for  the  day  was  $12.16. 
—Charles  H.  Barnes,  Reporter. 

Monroe,  La. — St.  James  Methodist  Eptoco- 
pal  Church:  We  wish  to  thank  Bishop  R.  E. 


cess  should  not  be  ours.  Watch-night  meeting 
begap  after  disposing  of  Santa  Claus  by  Bro. 
A.  D.  Jones.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Sister 
Corene  Johnson,  followed  by  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  Sister  Bettie  Blaine  asked  the  prayers 
of  the  congregation  for  our  ex-pastor,  the 
Rev.  G.  G.  Loud,  and  family. — W.  C.  Blaine, 
Reporter. 

Huf smith,  Texas. — Salem  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  The  first  Sunday  in  the  new 
year  was  a  high  day.  We  had  a  model  Sun¬ 
day  school;  forty-one  ip  attendance.  The 
Rev.  J.  L.  White,  as  usual,  gave  a  wonderful 
and  instructive  lecture  on  “Heeding  the  Red 
Light.”  The  morning  text  was,  1  Peter  1.  26: 
“Tne  Word  of  God  will  stand  forever.”  All 
of  the  auxiliaries  are  reorganised,  and  a  sys¬ 
tematic  program  launched  for  the  year.  Mrs. 
M.  J.  Page  is  president  of  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society;  M.  A.  Pryor,  cor¬ 
responding  secretary.  At  night,  the  Rev. 
White  preached  from  Job  1;  subject,  “Satan 
Permitted  to  Tempt  Job.”  We  are  indeed 
proud  of  our  pastor. — Reporter. 

Yoakum,  Texas. — On  December  22,  1926, 
a  storm  struck  St.  John’s  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  parsonage  and  left  seventy-ei^t  pounds 
for  the  pastor  and  his  good  wife.  The  move- 


pal  Church:  We  wish  to  thank  Bishra  R.  E. 
Jones  and  District  Superintendent  Cornelius 
Spears  for  sending  us  as  pastor  the  Rev.  A. 
Booker  for  this  Conference  year.  We  are 
proud  to  have  him.  December  27  was  ^  high 
day  at  St.  ^ames.  The  pastor  was  at  his 
best,  and. the  church  is  spiritually  and  finan¬ 
cially  alive.  A  large  audience  was  present 
to  liesr  the  wonderful  sermon  delivered  by 
the  Rev.  Booker  at  the  eleven  o’clock  serv¬ 
ice,  and  many  visitors  were  present  also. — 
Hattie  Smith,  Reporter. 

Yarborough,  Texas. — January  2  was  a  high 
day  at  Jones  Chapel  Methodist  Episcroal 
Church.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  W.  Wil¬ 
liams,  was  at  his  best,  and  selected  for  his 
text,  Hebrew  11.  8;  subject,  “Under  Sealed 
Orders.”  Our  hearts  were  thrilled  with  the 
Spirit.  Eighteen  came  forward  for  prayer, 
and  .there  was  one  accession  to  the  church. 
Our  pastor  also  planned  for  a  big  rally  for 
Lincmn’s  birthday  for  Wiley  College.  His 
sermons  will  live  long  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Jones  Chapel.  Collection  for  the 
day,  $10.76. — Miss  Dewey  E.  Steward,  Re¬ 
porter. 

MeMinmoille  Circuit,  Miss. — Smith  Chwel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  Our  new  leader, 
the  Rev.  W.  M.  Holden,  delivered  the  word 
of  Christ  to  a  large  number  on  December 
19,  1926.  Our  hearts  burned  within  us  as 
he  talked.  HiS  text  was,  “Neither  pray  I  for 
these  alone,  but  for  them  also  which  shall  be¬ 
lieve  on  me  through  their  word.’*  At  6.80 
P.  M.  he  delivered  another  soul-stirring  mes¬ 
sage,  which  was  enjoyed  by  all  who  heard 
him.  I  pray  God’s  bfessinn  on  this  church 
and  others  that  we  may  Took  with  a  far- 
seeing  eye  of  faith  to  the  promise  of  God. — 
Josie  Looper,  Reporter. 

Teague,  Texas. — ^The  Christmas  tree  at 
Fairfield  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  a 
success.  The  Rev.  R.  R.  Bailey  is  pastor. 
He  is  -a  live  wire.  Our  Christmas  tree  was' 
worth  over  $100.  The  Rev.  Bailey  never 
tires  on  the  job,  but  is  wide  awake  in  every- 
thinv.  Having  him  as  pastor  for  the  new 
Conference  year,  we  see  no  reason  why  suc- 


for  the  pastor  and  bis  good  wire,  i  ne  move¬ 
ment  was  sponsored  by  the  following 
brothers:  Albert  Hillyer,  James  Tilly,  and 
Emmett  Blackman.  Our  new  Conference 
year  began  the  third  Sunday  in  December. 
The  members  of  St.  John’s  Church  as  a  whole 
thank  Bishop  C.  L.  Mead  for  the  return  of 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Swann.  We  are 
proud  to  have  him  with  us  again,  and  under 
his  leadership  we  are  planning  great  things 
for  this  Conference  year.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  the  Rev.  Swann  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  leader  and  one  who  lives  up  to  his 
teachings. — ^Mrs.  Lissie  Johnson,  Reporter. 

McCool,  Miss. — We  take  this  liberty  to 
make  mention  of  one  of  our  smallest  churches 
on  the  McCoifi  circuit,  known  as  White’s 
Chapel.  Though  small  in  membership,  it  paid 
its  pastor  for  the  year  1926,  and  rejoices 
while  entertaining  the  fourth  ^arterly  Con¬ 
ference,  that  the  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  J.  M.  Walton,  wUl  be  paid  in  full,  and 
all  will  be  in  shape  for  tm  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
these  worthy  heroes  of  the  church,  namely: 
J.  H.  Knox,  S.  P.  Knox,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Knox, 
B.  Lowery,  C.  Alston,  Mrs.  Alice  L.  Lowery, 
Mrs.  Clara  Alston,  Mrs.  Mollie  Smith,  Mrs. 
Elisa  Turnbow,  W.  W.  Turnbow,  Mrs.  Edna 
Bloomburg,  Mr.  R.  Bloomburg,  Mrs.  Mollie 
Knox,  and  Bro.  I.  S.  Carter,  for  their  un¬ 
stinted  and  faithful  support. — Mrs.  M.  B.  Mc¬ 
Nair,  Reporter. 

Millican,  Texas. — Sunday,  December  12, 
was  a  high  day  at  Brooks  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  It  was  the  occasion  of 
the  laying  of  the  cornerstone.  iThe  money 
raised  was  applied  on  the  indebtedness  of  the 
new  parsonage  built  under  the  pastorate  of 
the  Rev.  P.  Edwards.  The  noon  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  pastor;  at  2.80  P.  M.  de¬ 
votional  service  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  Ma- 
lissa  Day  and  Mrs.  Mable  Jordan,  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Solos  were  rendered  by 
Misses  Nettie  Belle  Renchie,  Bettie  Lee 
Hill,  Laura  Edwards.  The  three  o’clock  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Jack- 
son,  of  Navasota.  After  the  sermon,  mem¬ 
bers  paid  their  full  assessment;  the  men, 
$1.60  each;  and  the  women,  76  cents  each; 
grand  total  raised,  $41.86.  At  4  P.  M.  the 
cornerstone  was  laid  by  the  Odd  Fellows  of 
Millican,  Brother  RufUs  Jordan,  master  of 
ceremonies.  May  the  year  1927  be  a  pros¬ 
perous  and  happy  one  for  the  good  members 
and  friends  of  Millican. — Maggie  Edwards, 
Reporter. 

Laxoreneeburg,  Term. — We  are  grateful  to 
Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  and  the  district  super¬ 
intendent.  Dr.  J.  O.  Dixon,,  for  the  return  of 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Neal,  who  spares 
no  pains  in  leading  the  people.-  The  writer 
has  been  a  member  of  this  church  for  many 
years,  and  has  never  known  a  leader  more 
honest  and  just  in  every  way  than  Dr.  Neal. 
December  19  was  a  high  day  with  us.  Though 


The 

Biggest  Job 
on  Eardi 
is 

Christian  Parenthood 

To  discharge,  even  measurably 
well,  its  obligations,  calls  for  all 
the  help  that  may  be  had.  Most 
difficult  of  all  that  is  involved  is 
the  beginning  of  religious  nurture. 

First  Steps 

is  a  quarterly  magazine  carefully 
prepared  by  experts  in  the  field  of 
early  childhood  to  afford  real  help 
to  parents  in  this  most  difficult 
phase  of  their  wonderful  work. 
A  sample  copy  is  yours  for  the 
asking.  We  aesire  all  parents  to 
know  First  Steps. 


The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

(Pounded  1789) 

CINCINNATI  NEW  TORE 
Chie«g*  Strtw  Dalnit  PlMitwd^ 
Kimh  CHt  Su  FnacUc*  ParllwA,  (W 
Onler  from  the  nearest  address 


we  have  less  than  fifty  members  enrolled,  we 
have  lined  up  with  t^  pastor  in  every  way. 
The  Rev.  Neal  preachM  Sunday  morning 
from  St.  Mark  8.  84.  He  preached  another 
able  sermon  at  the  evening  service  from  the 
text  found  in  Isaiah  40.  8.  C(dlection  for 
the  day  amounted  to  $12.07.  On  the  first 
Sunday,  though  the  weather  was  very  dis-  * 
agreeable,  a  faithful  few  were  on  hand.  The 
day  was  given  over  to  the  cause  of  Wave- 
land.  All  auxiliaries  participated.  The  trus¬ 
tees  have  built  a  $60  garaM  for  the  pastor 
since  Conference,  and  the  World  Service  is 
being  looked  after,  also  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate. — J.  A.  Bumper,  Repor¬ 
ter. 

Troy,  Mo. — We  are  exceedingly  ^ad  to  re¬ 
port  at  this  time  some  progress  along  many 
lines  in  our  church  activity.  The  Sunday 
school  is  growing  numerically,  spiritually  and 
financially.  Our  Christmas  exercises  were  ex¬ 
cellent.  On  Christmas  Eve  the  Sunday 
school  gave  an  excellent  program  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  Christmas  tree.  Many  vafiiaNe 
presents  were  received  by  the  children  and 
the  parents  from  the  well  laden  tree.  On 
Sunday  our  services  were  well  attended.  Our 
regular  offering  for  that  day  amounted  to 
$48.  At  the  evening  service  the  Sunday  school 
and  choir  rendered  a  delightful  program.  We 
observed  watch-night  service.  The  meetings 
was  full  of  joy  and  gladness  to  each  one- 
present,  for  the  Lord  was  in  our  midst. 
Christmas  morning  the  offering  for  building^ 
committee  amounted  to  $26;  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  $18.66;  for  pastor,  $10.  At  the  close  of 
the  service  the  church  presented  the  pastor 
a  Christmas  gift  of  $6,  making  a  grand  total 
on  Christmas  Sunday  of  $68.  Thus  /he 
church  is  moving  on  harmoniously  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  the  Kingdom. — Miss  Anna  Lewis,. 
Reporter. 

Bhelbyville,  Term. — Thanksgiving  week  waa 
observed  by  the  members  of  Scott  Chapd 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  After  the 
eleven  o’clock  services,  the  Ladies’  Aid  So¬ 
ciety  served  coffee  and  sandwiches.  Sunday 
was  a  high  day.  The  Rev.  R.  A.  Dowell, 
pastor,  was  at  his  best,  and  preached  two 
wonderful  sermons.  At  8  P.  M.  Dr.  Whiten- 
burg,  president  of  Turner  College,  preached' 
a  great  sermon.  Turner  College  and  the- 
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Haple  Leaf  quartet  furnished  music  for  the 
occasion.  Monday  night  was  the  climax,  the 
occasion  being  a  mock  wedding,  given  by  the 
Boy  Blue  Club.  Notwithstanding  the  rain, 
the  house  was  crowded.  Recitations  were 
rendered  by  Evelyn,  Marv,  and  Frankie 
Thompson,  Jr.;  solos  by  Milton  Ray,  Nolan 
C.  Bias;  saxaphone  solo,  Willie  L.  Holland; 
Instrumental  solo,  Callie  M.  Streeter;  violin 
aolo,  David  Kincade.  Miss  Lucille  Brasier 
presided  at  the  piano.  The  officers  of  the  Boy 
Blue  Club  are  as  follows:  President,  Ella 
Mae  Gant;  vice-president,  Edgar  Price;  sec¬ 
retary,  Milton  Ray;  chaplin,  Esther  Smith; 
treasurer,  Sarah  Dean.  The  church  seems  to 
be  taking  on  new  life. — Miss  Sarah  E.  Dean, 
Reporter. 

“Bayreton,  Ala. — The  membership  of  Mt. 
Rleasant  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
very  glad  indeed  to  have  our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Carson,  returned.  We  wish  to  thank 
Bishop  M.  W.  Clair  for  this.  The  church  is 
moving  along  nicely  in  every  respect.  With 
anch  leaders  as  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carson, 
there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  meet 
with  success.  With  their  assistance  we  have 
lieen  able  to  get  over  one  half  of  the  Sun- 
•day  school  on  the  graded  system.  When  the 
uuditorium  and  basement  have  'been  com- 
[pleted,  the  graded  system  will  be  established 
in  full.  The  church  has  put  on  a  week’s 
meeting,  beginning  the  first  Sunday  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  through  whim  the  spirit  of  loyalty  and 
Interest  of  the  members  is  hoped  to  be  re¬ 
vived.  District  superintendent  was  paid  in 
full  the  first  quarter.  Raised  since  Annual 
Conference,  92^.  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Smiety,  led  by  Mrs.  T.  H.  Car- 
mlchad;  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  led  by  Mrs. 
A.  Miller;  Sunday  school,  Epworth  League, 
Young  People’s  Society,  and  other  auxiliaries 
are  {inning  to  go  over  the  top  this  year. 
All  are  making  efforts  and  putting  on  new 
plans  to  this  end. — Z.  H.  Walker,  Reporter. 

Harritburg,  Texcu. — Asbury  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  has  passed  the  Yuletide 
season  in  the  height  of  merriment  and  en¬ 
tered  into  the  new  year  with  thankful  hearts 
and  new  determination.  The  services 
tiiroughout  the  day,  on  the  first  Sunday  in 
1927,  were  an  inspiration  to  all  who  at¬ 
tended.  The  pastor  and  family  appreciate 
highly  the  Christmas  gifts  given  by  the 
church,  which  consisted  of  200  pounds  of 
groceries  and  $20  in  cash.  Our  church  is 
allowing  its  colors  in  the  Colored  Hospital 
drive.  Under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  S.  G. 
Kay,  ten  subscriptions  have  been  taken.  We 
have  done  our  bit  towards  Gulfside  Fund; 
Rve  dollars  were  raised  in  the  Sunday  serv¬ 
ices.  Sister  Ella  Daniels  presented  the  church 
with  a  lovely  Bible  for  the  pulpit,  for  which 
we  are  very  grateful.  We  pray  for  more 
mindful  and  open-hearted  Christians.  The 
Sunday  school  has  purchased  an  electric 
heater  for  the  Beginners’  classroom,  of  which 
Sister  C.  V.  Adair  is  teacher.  She  and  the 
-children  are  very  appreciative  for  this  device 
of  comfort.  Watch  meeting  was  well  at¬ 
tended,  and  many  who  had  seemingly  fallen 
by  the  wayside  renewed  their  vows  and  made 
a  new  start  by  attending  Sunday  services. — 
Mrs.  C.  V.  Adair,  Reporter. 

Louinville,  Ky. — Sunday,  December  6, 
marked  the  closing  of  our  one  month’s  re¬ 
vival,  which  resulted  in  the  converting  of 
many  souls,  and  the  membership  became 
spiritually  alive,  and  many  consecrated  their 
lives  to  God’s  services.  The  Rev.  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Davis  was  with  us  and  preached  each  night; 
male  chorus  rendered  excellent  service.  The 
Rev.  McMorris,  of  Russellville,  Ind.,  was 
with  us  three  nights  and  preached  three  able 
sermons.  Our  district  superintendent  was 
also  present.  Sunday  was  our  banner  day. 
'1110  auditorium,  which  had  been  beautifully 
renovated  by  one  of  our  members  in  the  per¬ 
son  of  Brother  Smith,  at  the  cost  of  $286, 
was  reopened.  We  raised  $63  on  the  debt  of 
the  aud’torinm,  and  gave  the  evangelist  $81. 
Our  Sunday  school  was  well  attended,  the 
number  being  seventy-two,  with  a  collection 
of  ^.83;  for  the  Christmas  fund,  $1.60.  Be¬ 
ing  the  first  Sunday,  communion  was  ad- 
min'stered  to  182  adults  and  thirty  children; 
a  total  of  162.  The  pastor  preached  the  open¬ 
ing  sermon  from  the  Sunday-school  lesson; 
-subject,  “Ruth  and  Naomi.’’  The  Pastor’s 


Aid  presented  the  pastor  a  pulpit  robe,  in 
which  he  preached  Sunday  for  the  first  time. 
We  closed  a  very  successful  day,  the  offering 
being  $200  for  all  purposes. — Rev.  R.  D. 
Hines,  Pastor;  J.  H.  Madison,  Reporter. 

Fayette,  Mist. — ^Two  years  ago  Bishop  M. 
W.  Clair  appointed  me  to  this  field  of  labor. 
In  my  survey  I  saw  the  need  of  a  renovated 
church.  Soon  as  we  were  settled,  I  called 
the  church  together  and  organised  it  into  a 
working  unit.  The  church  was  filled  with  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  anxiety.  A  financial  campaign 
was  launched,  in  which  we  realised  $781.42. 
This  was  known  as  steward-trustee  campaign. 
Recently  we  launched  a  similar  campaign  on 
the  same  plan  and  for  the  same  purpose.  Ten 
tribes  were  selected  from  the  membership  to 
raise  an  aggregate  amount  of  $600.  Each 
tribe  was  requested  to  raise  $60  or  more. 
They  reported  as  follows:  No.  1,  Mrs.  Hattie 
Jennings,  $28.74;  No.  2,  Mrs.  Lue  Harrison, 
$63.89;  No.  8,  H.  J.  Gibson,  $26.68;  No.  4, 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Hall,  $66.66;  No.  6,  Mrs.  Rosetta 
Bingmon,  $86.06;  No.  6,  Mrs.  C.  Jones,  $87.66; 
No.  7,  Mrs.  Mosanna  Riley,  $84.10;  No.  8, 
Mrs.  Anna  Riley,  $38.84;  No.  9,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Kersh,  $62.89;  No.  10,  Mrs.  Minnie  H(dlo- 
way,  $69.26;  total,  $490.09.  The  campaign 
is  yet  progressing,  and  reports  increasing. 
A  complimentary  sermon  was  delivered  De¬ 
cember  12,  Text,  “She  has  done  what  she 
could,”  Mark  14,  8;  theme,  “Our  Best  for 
Christ  and  His  Church.”  The  church  is  com¬ 
pleted  and  is  a  credit  to  the  town.  We  are 
planning  to  paint  it  before  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. — I.  R.  Kersh,  Pastor, 

Abingdon,  Va. — The  Chgrles  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Sunday  school  had  its  Christmas  pro¬ 
gram  and  tree,  Monday  night,  December  27. 
The  program  was  excellent,  directed  by  our 
superintendent,  Mrs.  Charles  Ellison,  and 
teachers.  The  Sunday  school  presented  to  the 
pianist,  Mrs.  Roslea  Anderson,  a  beautiful 
polychrome  bridge  electric  lamp  as  a  token 
of  appreciation  for  her  kind  labor  in  helping 
train  the  children  in  the  musical  part  of  our 
program.  Nearly  three  hundred  persons 
were  present  and  enjoyed  the  program.  Now 
as  the  year  has  passed  so  beautifully,  we  all 
have  been  inspired  by  our  past  progress  to 
do  even  more  and  better  work  this  new  year 


than  we  did  in  the  past  year.  Among  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  guests  were  the  following: .  Prof. 
MiUer  Boyd  and  Miss  Janie  Anderson,  of 
Morristown  College;  Miss  Clara  Ellison,  of  ^ 
Bennett  College,  Greensboro,  N.  C.;  Rev.  S.  1 
H.  Spruer,  pastor  African  Methodist  Epis-  ^ 
copal  Zion  Church;  A.  Street;  and  Rev.  W. 

D.  Magby,  pastor  Valley  Street  Baptist 
Church,  Abin^on,  Va.  Friday  night.  Watch- 
night  services  were  opened  by  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  F.  D.  Thomas.  The  meeting  was 
conducted  by  Mr.  Chas.  Ellison  and  the  Rev. 
Monroe.  A  large  number  was  present,  and 
all  spoke  of  their  thanks  for  the  past  year’s 
blessings.  We  adjourned  after  we  knelt  in 
silent  prayer  and  welcomed  the  new  year. — 
Reporter. 

Hunttville,  Texas. — St.  James  and  Trinity 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churches:  New  life 
seems  to  have  been  taken  on  by  the  entire 
membership  of  both  churches,  and  a  united 
effort  is  being  made  for  victory  along  all 
lines.  The  membership  has  been  organised 
into  five  units  at  St.  J ames  and  three  at 
Trinity.  The  leaders  are  manifesting  great 
interest  and  have  pledged  full  support  to  all 
causes.  Our  first  quarter  began  Sunday,  with 
a  very  splendid  Sunday  school,  the  lesson 
being  beautifully  outlined  by  our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  N.  N.  Sawyer.  At  eleven  o’clock  he 
re{u;hed  from  Gal.  6.  17.  It  was  enjoyed 
y  a  large  congregation.  At  7.30  P.  M.  we 
were  favored  with  the  presence  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  who  brought  us  another 
powerf^  message.  Monday  night  the  weather 
was  unfavorable,  but  all  officers  were  pres-  | 
ent  with  good  reports.  The  pastor’s  report  8 
showed  an  addition  of  four  members  to  the 
church.  Our  district  superintendent  was 
well  pleased  with  the  way  the  pastor  and 
members  had  lined  up  together,  which  means 
for  us  a  great  year.  Raised  this  quarter  for 
all  causes,  $160.10;  paid  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  $21.06.  ’  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  a 
storm  struck  the  church,  led  by  Miss  E.  A. 
Watkins,  Mr.  Bert  Carter,  and  others.  They 
brought  many  pounds  of  groceries  and  other 
home  necessities.  Presentation  was  made  by 
Miss  E.  A.  Watkins,  and  response  on  behalf 
of  the  pastor  by  Dr.  Gilder. — Rev.  N.  N. 
Sawyer,  Pastor;  Herman  Carter,  Reporter. 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

AUSTIN  DISTRICT 

First  Bound — Luling,  January  1,  2; 

Georgetown,  9,  10;  Austin  Ct.,  16,  16;  Wes¬ 
ley  Chapel,  16,  17;  Wesley  Mission,  18,  19; 
La  Grange,  22,  23;  San  Marcos  Ct.,  29,  30; 
Simpson  Tabernacle,  30,  31;  Fayetteville  Ct., 
February  6,  6;  Lockhart  Ct.,  12,  13;  Win¬ 
chester  Ct,  19,  20;  Giddings-Leo,  20,  21; 
Hutto-Granger-Taylor,  26,  27 ;  Smithville- 
West  Point,  March  6,  6;  Llttig-Manor,  12,  13; 
Cedar  Creek  Ct.,  19,  20;  Liberty  Hill,  26, 

Special  Days — With  Appropriate  Services 

January  27,  28 — Pastors,  district  stewards, 
and  World  Service  Council  retreat  at  Wesley 
Chapel  Tabernacle,  Austin,  Texas.  Every 
pastor,  district  steward,  and  chairman  of 
local  World  Service  Council  are  requested  to 
be  present. 

January  30 — Beginning  Sam  Huston  main¬ 
tenance  rally. 

January  81  to  February  13 — Special  evan¬ 
gelism  and  organization  for  religious  educa¬ 
tion. 

February  12 — Lincoln’s  Birthday.  Pro¬ 
gram  by  Lincoln  Educational  League. 

February  Ifr— Special  endowment  and  ex¬ 
pansion  rally  for  Sam  Huston  College. 

February  20 — Beginning  of  World  Service 
drive.  Special  stewardsl^ip  classes  and 
services. 

March — Entire  month:  Stewardship.  Tithe 
just  one  month  for  the  kingdom  of  God. 

April  1-17 — Special  evangelistic  campaign. 
Personal  work. 

April  17-r-World-wide  missionary  day. 
World  Service.  Collect  and  report  the  full 
quota. 

April  21-24 — District  World  Service  Coun¬ 
cil  at  Smithville. 


Brethren,  let’s  put  our  heads  together  and 
let  our  hearts  beat  in  unison,  as  one  man. 
Let’s  get  under  the  task  that  is  before  us 
and  do  it.  Six  things  will  be  needed  to  in¬ 
sure  success  for  us  this  year:  (1)  Keeping  our 
own  souls  glowing  with  spiritual  fire.  (2) 
Keeping  our  congregations  highly  spiritual¬ 
ized  by  putting  spirit  and  power  into  our 
services.  (3)  By  a  personal  ministry  and  ^ 
contact  unto  every  unit  of  our  parishes.  (4) 
Spreading  information  about  the  church — 
its  ministry  and  its  needs  as  they  exist  both 
locally  and  foreign.  (6)  Making  a  program 
adequate  for  the  church  and  community.  (6) 
Sticking  to  that  program  with  all  our  might. 
Let’s  go.  Call  on  me  at  any  time. — J.  L.  S. 
Edmondson,  1609  E.  Hackberry  St.,  Austin, 
Texas. 

BEAUMONT  DISTRICT 

Second  Round— Port  Arthur,  Februarv  13, 
14;  St.  James,  13-16;  Orange,  20,  21;  Silsbee 
and  Voth,  23,  24;  McCabe,  27,  28;  Liberty, 
March  6,  6;  North  Beaumont  and  Batson, 

9,  10;  Conroe,  13,  14;  Montgomery  and  Rich¬ 
ards,  19,  20;  Willis,  26,  27;  Campground  and 
Dodge  Ct.,  30,  31 ;  Huntsville  and  Tye,  April 
2,  3;  Huntsville  Ct.,  in  joint  conference  at 
the  St.  James  Church,  2,  3;  Hemphill  Ct.,  9, 
10;  Sanapgustine  Ct.,  14,  16;  Jasper  and  New¬ 
ton  Ct.,  16,  17;  district  group  meeting  at 
McCabe  Church  (Beaumont),  19;  Camilla  Ct., 
23,  24;  Onalaska,  26-28;  Livingston,  80  to 
May  1;  Lufkin  and  Corrigan  Ct.,  8-6. 

Dear  Brethren:  Ere  this  time  you  have  set 
sails  for  the  voyage  of  1927,  through  which 
I  am  wishing  you  a  very  happy  and  success¬ 
ful  bon  voyage.  If  you  would  weather  the 
storms  of  opposition  and  the  breakers  of  dis¬ 
appointment,  keep  the  prow  of  the  old  ship 
of  Zion  headed  toward  the  star  pole  in  Zion. 

In  launching  you  should  undergird  your  vessel 
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with  faith  and  humble  prayer.  Intercessory 
4  prayer.  Brethren,  the  church  needs  and  must 
I^L|ye  money  as  a  means  to  an  end;  chiefly, 
^^Erld  redemption;  but  I  declare  unto  you, 
^^Kept  we  put  flrst  things  first,  which  is  the 
kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness,  the 
old  church  will  continue  to  suffer  leanness  of 
soul.  We  shall  expect  great  revivals  all  over 
the  district  this  year,  and  if  I  can  be  of  any 
special  service  to  you,  command  me.  We  in¬ 
sist  that  the  pastors  report  all  money  for 
World  Service  and  Area  Council  expense  at 
the  District  Meeting,  April  19,  McCabe 
Church,  Beaumont.  With  much  prayer  and 
supplication  to  God  for  you  and  yours,  I  am 
prayerfully,  J.  W.  Gilder,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

INDIANAPOLIS  DISTRICT 
Foxirth  Round — Princeton,  January  20; 
Rockport,  21;  Evansville,  22;  Boonville,  23; 
St.  Mark,  27;  Coke  Otto,  28;  Batavia,  29; 
Cummingsville,  81;  Cleves,  February  1;  Mt. 
Healthy,  2;  Laurel,  8;  Madisonville,  4;  Mil¬ 
ford,  8;  Greenfield,  11;  Terre  Haute,  12;  West 
Park  View,  17;  St.  Paul,  18;  Barnes,  19; 
Shelby vilie,  20;  Scott,  20;  Simpson,  March  7; 
Bloomington,  8;  Anderson,  12;  Muncie,  15; 
New  Castle,  14;  Rushville,  19;  Connersville, 
20;  Calvary,  28;  Madison,  April  2;  North 
Vernon,  4;  Watson,  8;  Jeffersonville,  9;  Ce- 
mentvilie,  10;  Mt.  Zion,  18;  Westwood,  17; 
College  Hill,  19. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

BAKER,  LA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
November  4  and  6  at  Jordan  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  with  the  Rev.  B.  J. 
'^eddix,  district  superintendent,  presiding. 
The  reports  showed  the  church  had  taken  on 
new  life  along  all  lines.  The  district  super¬ 
intendent  was  paid  in  full,  and  we  are  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  a  great  year’s  work  under  the 
leadership  of  our  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  G.  W. 
Sanders,  who  is  lining  up  in  a  satisfactory 
way.  On  November  2,  a  storm  struck  the 
parsonage  and  left  more  than  sixty-nine 
pounds  of  choice  groceries,  led  by  Sisters  T. 
Holmes,  W.  White,  K.  Sawyer,  and  a  host  of 
otiiers.  May  God  bless  these  good  members 
of  Jordan  Chapel. — Reporter. 

BELLVILLE,  TEXAS 
Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
January  1  and  2,  1927.  The  Rev.  A.  J.  New¬ 
ton,  our  new  district  superintendent,  pre¬ 
sided.  He  was  well  pleased  with  the  re¬ 
ports  made  by  the  members  of  the  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference.  The  district  superintend¬ 
ent  was  paid  in  full,  $30.  Sunday  school  met 
with  twenty-three  scholars  present.  At  the 
yen  o’clock  service  the  sacrament  of  the 
^  rd’s  Supper  was  administered  by  the  dis- 
rict  superintendent,  and  at  8  P.  M.  he 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon.  We  want 
to  thank  Bishop  Jones  for  sending  to  us  such 
a  splendid  preacher  and  pastor  as  the  Rev. 
C.  H.  Moore.  Under  his  leadership  we  feel 
safe  to  say  that  we  are  going  to  put  the  pro¬ 
gram  over. — Bennie  Mathis,  Reporter, 

LUTHERVILLE,  GA. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Clark  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
the  Rev.  J.  W.  Queen,  presiding.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  gave  a  lecture  on  World 
Service  and  its  needs.  He  told  the  people 
that  they  must  not  fall  below  what  they 
did  last  year.  The  pastor  and  district  su¬ 
perintendent  got  together  and  organised  the 
church  into  a  mock  Conference.  As  a  result 
the  following  was  raised:  Bro.  A.  M.  God¬ 
frey,  $26.60;  Sister  Dora  Marcus,  $20;  and 
others  contributing  as  high  as  $8;  making  a 
total  of  $89.10  raised  for  the  quarter. — Lela 
French,  Reporter.  ^ 

MARTIN,  TENN. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
December  11  and  12  at  McCabe  Temple 
thodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev.  W.  B. 
enshaw,  our  new  district  superintendent, 
jpresiding.  The  meeting  was  well  represented, 
snd  splendid  reports  were  made  by  the  lead¬ 
ers.  We  have  ra'sed  and  paid  out  during 
the  quarter,  as  follows:  Ladies’  Aid  Society, 
|50;  Home  Missionary  Society,  $32.90;  trus¬ 


tees,  $30;  World  Service,  $70;  to  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  $28;  Gulfside  Association,  $4; 
pastor,  $108;  total,  $822.90.  The  return  of 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Hughlett,  for 
another  year  has  put  new  life  into  every 
department  of  our  church  and  all  concerned. 
Our  Christmas  program  was  the  best  in  the 
history  of  the  church,  conducted  by  Mrs.  M. 
M.  Ransom  and  Miss  T.  L.  Wilson.  Every¬ 
thing  done  so  far  is  evidence  of  a  greater 
Conference  year. — Rev.  J.  P.  Price,  Reporter. 

District  Conference  and 
Convention 

LA  TECHE  DISTRICT  PREACHERS 
MEET 

The  La  Teche  District  Preachers’  Meeting 
convened  at  Mt.  Calvary  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Thibodaux,  La.,  December  16,  1926. 
The  Rev.  Hubbard  Daniels,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  brought  quite  an  inspiring  message 
to  the  men.  He  outlined  plans  for  raising 
World  Service  money,  collection  for  Gulfside, 
and  other  benevolences  of  the  church.  The 
following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted : 

Whereas,  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  ap¬ 
pointed  the  Rev.  H.  Daniels  as  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  La  Teche  District;  there¬ 
fore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  preachers’  meeting  for 
the  district,  in  regular  session  at  Thibodaux, 
La.,  December  15,  do  hereby  pledge  ourselves 
to  stand  by  the  administration  and  to  use 
every  available  method  to  put  the  World 
Service  and  tlie  program  of  the  church  over. 
Resolved  further,  that  we  will  stand  by  every 
cause  presented  by  the  church,  especially 
Gulfside,  and  pledge  ourselves  to  take  regu¬ 
lar  collection  and  report  same  to  Bishop  R. 
E.  Jones  for  Gulfside. 

Whereas,  The  Rev.  H.  Daniels  has  come  to 
us  with  so  much  interest  in  our  welfare  and 
that  of  the  church,  and  has  encouraged  us 
with  his  brotherly  spirit;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  ministers  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  do  hereby  pledge  to  stand  by  him  in 
every  way. — Signed,  The  La  Teche  District 
Preachers’  Meeting,  Rev.  T.  W.  R.  Harris, 
Secretary, 

Obituaries 

CAMPBELL — Sister  Cora  Campbell,  Knob- 
nostcr.  Mo.,  wife  of  Jack  V.  Campbell, 
passed  into  the  beyond  in  full  triumph  of 
faith.  She  tvas  loved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-tw.o.  She 
leaves  to  mourn  her  going  two  children,  two 
grandchildren,  a  husband,  and  a  host  of 
friends.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  L.  C.  Dawkins,  who  preached 
from  Rev.  21.  28. — Mrs.  L.  C.  Dawldns,  Re¬ 
porter. 

CATHEY — Wesley  Chapel  Methodist ,  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  ..West  Point,  Tenn.,  lost  one  of 
its  oldest  members  on  December  16,  1926, 
in  the  person  of  Bro.  Bedford  Cathey,  better 
known  as  Bro.  Toab  Cathey.  He  joined 
Wesley  Chapel  when  the  Rev.  S.  B.  Danley 
was  pastor,  thirty-four  years  ago,  and  lived 
a  consistent  Christian  life.  He  will  be 
greatly  missed  in  the  church  and  home.  The 
f^uneral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  D.  Gulley 
and  the  Rev.  W.  N.  Neal,  pastor.  He  leaves 
to  mourn  their  loss  a  wife,  two  daughters, 
one  son,  and  one  son-in-law. — Mrs.  Mollie 
Mack,  Reporter. 

JOHNSON — Sister  Worcis  Johnson  died  De¬ 
cember  16,  1926,  in  the  full  triumph  of 
faith.  She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  two 
daughters:  Mrs.  A.  B.  Pittard,  of  Biloxi, 
and  Mrs.  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania;  one  son, 
son-in-law,  and  a  host  of  friends.  She  was 
a  faithful  Christian  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two. 

OFFICER — Bro.  Martin  Officer  died  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  1926,  at  Sparta,  Tenn.  '  He  was  k 
faithful  member  of  the  church.  He  leaves 
to  mourn  his  passing  a  wife,  one  sister,  one 
daughter,  and  many  other  relatives  and 
friends.  The  funeral  services  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Holden.  Bro. 
Officer  died  in  full  triumph  of  faith. — Re¬ 
porter. 


ROBERTSON — Bro.  Joe  Robertson,  one  of 
the  oldest  men  in  Ebeneser  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Morton,  Miss.,  died  December 
27,  1926,  at  the  age  of  eigh^-seven  years. 
He  leaves  four  sons,  four  daughters,  one 
brother,  one  sister  to  mourn  his  passing.  He 
was  a  model  Christian,  was  held  in  high  es¬ 
teem  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  was  faithful 
to  the  church  until  his  health  failed. — P.  W. 
Baldwin,  Pastor. 

TIMMES— Sister  Pemice  Timmes,  a  faith¬ 
ful  member  of  Ebeneser  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Morton,  Miss.,  passed  from  labor  to 
reward  on  December  6,  1926.  She  was  a 
faithful  Sunday-school  scholar  and  a  lover 
of  her  church.  She  died  as  she  lived,  trust¬ 
ing  in  Jesus,  at  the  aue  of  twenty-seven  years. 
She  leaves  a  husband,  one  child,  one  brother, 
three  sisters,  and  niany  friends  to  moUrn  her 
passing. — P.  W.  Baldwin,  Pastor. 

WALKER— Sister  Caroline  Walker,  a  faith¬ 
ful  and  loyal  member  of  Ebeneser  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Morton,  Miss.,  for  over 
forty  years,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years.  She  leaves  one  son,  three  daughters, 
and  other  relatives  and  friends  to  mourn  her 
departed  life. — P.  W.  Baldwin,  Pastor. 

WOOLFOLK— Bro.  H.  Woolfolk,  one  of 
the  oldest  members  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  departed  this  life  Sep¬ 
tember  27,  1926.  Bro.  Woolfolk  was  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  faithful  member  of  the  church  forty- 
four  years,  and  served  forty  years  as  Sun¬ 
day-school  superintendent.  He  leaves  to 
mourn  his  passing  a  loving  wife,  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  three  brothers,  three  sisters,  and  a  large 
number  of  relatives  and  friends.  The  fu¬ 
neral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  N.  W.  Ross, 
pastor  of  Asbury  Church,  Canton,  Miss.;  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Hibbler,  Wesley  Church,  Vicks¬ 
burg;  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Stallings,  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi  Conference,  and  the  Rev.  T.  J. 
S.  Pendleton,  of  the  African  Methodist  Ep's- 
copal  Church,  Vicksburg.  Dr.  L.  T.  Miller, 
of  Yazoo  City,  also  spoke  on  the  life  of  Bro. 
Wooifolk  as  a  Christian. — Mrs.  E.  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Reporter. 

Crescent  City  Note 

Thompson  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
Sunday  night,  December  19,  was  a  great  night 
at  old  Thompson  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  annual  sermon^of  the  Registered  Nurses’ 
Association  was  preached  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
W.  H.  Lang.  The  Rev.  Lang  was  assisted 
by  Dr.  T.  R.  Heath,  of  Flint-Goodridge  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Mouton,  all  of 
which  proved  to  be  logical,  spiritual,  and 
powerful.  The  welcome  address  was  deliv¬ 
ered  by  Miss  Ora  B.  Jones  and  responded  to 
by  one  of  the  members  of  the  association. 
Remarks  were  made  by  Mrs.  Estelle  Hub¬ 
bard,  president  of  the  association.  They 
were  full  of  truth  and  encouragement.  Re¬ 
marks  by  Dr.  T.  R.  Heath  closed  what  may 
be  termed  one  of  the  greatest  services  held 
in  Thompson  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Collection,  $12.26.— Miss  Ora  B.  Jones,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Marriages 

ADAMS— REEDAM.  On  December  23, 1926, 
Mr.  R.  A.  Adams  and  Miss  Ida  Reedam  were 
united  in  the  bonds  of  holy  matrimony  in  the 
presence  of  their  many  relatives  and  friends. 
Her  bridesmaid  was  Miss  Esthena  Jerifer; 
ushers.  Misses  Cecelia  Jerifer,  Frances 
Isaacs,  Bertha  Amelin,  and  Ida  Rechal;  best 
man,  Mr.  Clarence  Adams.  Mr.  Adams  is 
a  business  man  of  Beaumont,  Texas,  and 
Mrs.  Adams  is  the  charming  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Reedam,  of  New 
Iberia,  La.  After  the  ceremony  the  couple 
left  for  their  future  home,  Beaumont,  Texas. 
— Reporter. 

BALL — MONROE.  Mr.  Eugene  Ball  and 
Miss  Dora  Monroe,  both  of  Dickinson,  Texas; 
were  united  in  matrimony  at  Warren  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  October  27.  The 
bride  was  a  member  of  Warren  Chapel 
Church,  and  was  very  active  in  the  Sunday 
school  and  in  the  social  circle  of  Dickinson 
and  Galveston.  The  Rev.  L.  B.  Allen,  pas¬ 
tor,  and  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Warren  officiated, 
the  ring  ceremony  being  used.  The  wedding 
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march  waa  played  1^  Mra.  Sallle  Taylor,  of 
Galreaton.  The  bride  and  groom  are  at  thia 
time  making  their  lunne  in  Galveaton,  Texas. 
We  wish  for  them  much  snecess,  and  pray 
God’s  blessings  upon  them. — Heseklah  Borns, 
Reporter. 


EDWARDS— STRICKNEY.  Mr.  John  Ed¬ 
wards  and  Miss  B.  Millie  Strickney  were 
united  in  holy  wedlock  December  2^  1926, 
at  St  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Chorch, 
Opelousas,  La.,  by  the  Rer.  L.  H.  Smith, 
putor.  Both  of  the  young  people,  are  of 
Opelousas.  Miss  Strickney  is  the  nand- 
dangbter  of  the  Rer.  Lemons,  our  panor  at 
Tecne,  La.  A  .-•craUon  was  giren  at  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  J.  Strickney,  the 
bride’s  parents. 


Cards  of  Thanks 


I  wish  to  thank  the  members  and  friends 
of  St.  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Magda,  La.,  for  the  many  good  pounds  given 
for  the  pastor.  We  also  thank  Mt  Pleasant 
Baptist  Church  and  other  churches.  Forty 
pounds  were  given  and  $2.75  cash.— J.  Dot- 
son,  Pastor. 


I  take  this  method  in  thanking  the  friends 
and  members  of  Thompson  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  for  the  large  basket  of  good 
things  brought  to  the  parsonage  for  Christ¬ 
mas,  brought  by  Sister  A.  Knox  and  Sister 
Mary  Hackett.  We  thank  the  members  also 
for  the  gift  of  $5.  May  God  shower  His 
blessing  on  these  good  people. — ^The  Rev.  S. 
J.  Jackson,  Pastor. 


We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
and  friends  of  Cotton  Port  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  for  the  storm  which  came  our 
way  December  80,  leaving  forty  pounds  of 
choice,  well-selected  groceries.  The  party 
was  led  by  Sisters  G.  A.  Lashington,  £.  B. 
Williams,  Georgia  Mayers,  and  Brothers  M. 
L.  Williams  and  H.  Y.  Adams.  We  thank 
every  member  and  friend  who  participated. 
Call  again. — Rev.  J.  C.  Williams. 


One  of  those  storms  that  sometimes  gather 
in  the  hearts  of  good  men  and  women  struck 
the  pastor’s  home  Wednesday  evening  just  as 
the  family  was  preparing  to  go  to  church 
for  prayer  meeting.  When  the  excitement 
was  over,  it  was  discovered  that  many  pounds 
of  choicest  groceries  had  been  left  in  the 
kitchen.  The  humble  pastor  wishes  here  to 
express  his  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation. 
— The  Rev.  J.  W.  Revels,  P.  C.,  Thorpe, 
W.  Va. 


We  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  Lynch 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  who 
Joined  Mt.  Harmon  in  a  surprise.  It  was 
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STEWART— COLLIER.  Mr.  James 
Stewart  and  Miss  Arlee  Collier  were  recently 
united  in  holy  wedlock  at  the  home  of  the 
bride,  Pelahatehie,  Miss.  Mr.  Stewart  Is  a 
successful  lumber  man,  holding  a  position 
with  the  Pine  Bdl  Limber  Co.,  and  Mrs. 
Stewart  is  one  of  the  outstanding  members 
of  Mountain  Ridge  Church,  and  is  also  a  pub¬ 
lic  school  teacher.  We  wish  for  them  a  bright 
future.  The  pastor.  Rev.  H.  E.  Morgan, 
officiated. 
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led  by  Miss  Simonson,  the  principal  of  the 
school,  and  Sister  Hattie  Jenkins.  Twen^- 
flve  students  of  the  school  joined  in  the 
chorus,  ”1  Need  Jesus,”  after  which  the  din¬ 
ing-room  door  was  thrown  open  and  forty 
poun^  of  choicest  groceries  were  laid  on  the 
table.  The  pastor  read  a  portion  of  the 
Scripture,  followed  by  prayer,  a  solo,  and 
some  brief  remarks.  They  were  made  to 
fed  wdcoote.  Come  again. — ^The  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  E.  G.  Webb. 


I  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  good 
people  of  Pelahatehie,  Miss.,  for  a  new  suit 
of  clothes  and  a  hat  for  Conference.  A 
committee,  composed  of  Mr.  Clem  Banks, 
Alma  Myers,  Maiy  L.  Scott,  Rasey  Armon, 
Ollie  Scott,  Cornelia  Kersh,  M.  Evans,  Alex 
Everett,  Ed  Odie,  Pennie  Collier,  Ethel  Mc¬ 
Gee,  and  Henrietta  Lewis,  contributed  $3 
each,  making  a  total  of  $36.  God  will  bless 
the  cheerful  giver. — The  Rev.  H.  E.  Morgan, 
Pastor. 


I  wish  to  thank  the  president  of  the  Ladies’ 
Aid  Society,  its  members,  and  friends  of 
Weems  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  more  than  100  pounds  of  choice  groceries 
and  a  cash  purse.  This  movement  was  led 
by  Mrs.  Martha  Kilpatrick,  president;  Mrs. 
Lilly  Abram,  Mrs.  Caroline  Baylous,  Mrs. 
Louisa  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Lilly  McRae,  Mrs. 
Mary  Jackson,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Weems.  Many 
others  Joined  them  as  they  came  singing, 
“Open  the  Door  and  Let  Me  In.”  May  God’s 
richest  bessings  ever  be  upon  these  good 
people. — C.  A.  Ford,  Reporter. 


Communion  Service  Outfita 


ludividual,  the  present  day 
Bwthud— cleanly  and  sanitary, 
A  mom  impressive  servicn. 
Bssntiful  sets  at  reasonabls 
prices.  Write  for  catalog. 
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The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  F.  E.  Dawkins,  of  Ever¬ 
green,  Ala.,  wish  to  express  their  thanks,  in 
which  they  are  joined  by  a  glad  host  of 
children,  to  a  number  of  tne  members  of  the 
St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Evergreen,  who  laid  on  the  parsonage  table 
about  200  pounds  of  the  finest  groceries. 
The  party  was  led  by  Messrs.  H.  Matthews, 
F.  Rogers,  B.  Matthews,  Jr.,  Mesdames  Anna 
Wynn,  M.  S.  Davis,  and  Mary  Williams. 
The  good  members  of  St.  Paul  made  no  mis¬ 
take  in  choosing  these  good  people  to  lead  in 
this  kind  of  storm.  We  are  praying  God’s 
choicest  blessings  upon  them.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Coleman  came  later  with  a  shower  of  twenty 
pounds.  We  are  praying  God’s  blessing  upon 
you  all.  Come  again. — Adella  Dawkins. 
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On  Christmas  Day  the  following  members 
of  Mallalieu  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Lafayette,  La.,  brought  to  the  parsonage  and 
presented  the  pastor  with  a  sugar  cured  ham. 
Sister  Lillian  Dugas.  First  committee  was 
composed  of  J.  H.  Nicholas,  A.  Harris,  B. 
Nicholas,  Ellis  Spell,  B.  Alexander,  S.  Shew, 
and  Missouri  Johnson.  The  Christmas  Din¬ 
ner  Committee:  H.  Spell,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
A.  J.  Brown,  of  the  Colored  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church;  Mrs.  Mary  Frasier,  of  the 
Baptist  Church;  Mary  Haynes,  and  H.  Scott. 
Committee  on  Purse:  R.  D.  Parker,  Sister 
Emily  Scranton,  W.  M.  Cooper,  E.  L.  Bap¬ 
tiste,  Ellen  Alridge,  F.  Martin.  I  have 
been  ill  all  of  the  year  of  1926,  but  not  con¬ 
fined  to  bed;  however,  with  the  help  of  the 
Lord,  the  work  of  the  church  is  still  going. 
May  the  blessings  of  God  be  upon  these  good 
people  of  Mallalieu  Church. — ^The  Rev.  S. 
Green,  Pastor. 
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Woman’s  Column 


We  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  of  Thompson  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  their  thoughtfulness 
toward  us  during  the  Thanksgiving  season 
in  the  form  of  a  basket  containing  an  eight- 
pound  turkey  and  other  good  things  to  eat, 
together  with  a  cash  purse.  The  leaders  of 
this  movement  were  as  follows:  Ella  Jack- 
son,  Effie  Jackson,  Olivia  Roberson,  Lucy 
Richardson,  Frances  Hamiltoi),  A.  B.  Wil¬ 
liams,  Ora  B.  Jones,  IsabeUe  Richards,  Lil¬ 
lian  Isadore,  Rosa  Thomas,  Eva  Davis,  O. 
Dolen,  Evelvn  Carmile,  C.  Rouchon,  Agnes 
Hagan,  Viola  Davis,  P.  J.  Andrews,  P.  A. 
Goff,  John  Richardson,  W.  H.  Isadore,  Josh 
Evans,  Ln  Brown,  R.  Brown,  W.  J.  Jen¬ 
kins,  Lawrence  Collins,  Louis  Robertson,  E. 
D.  Mouton,  and  P.  Bolon.  We  also  wiA 
to  thank  Mrs.  Estelle  Taylor  Hubbard  and 
her  coworkers  for  a  Christmas  basket,  con¬ 
taining  a  ten-pound  turkey  and  other  choice 
thlnn  to  eat.  May  God  bless  all  of  these 
good  people  who  are  doing  everything  In 
their  power  to  make  it  happy  lor  the  pastor 
and  wife.  Truly  these  are  some  of  the  most 
loyal  people  in  Methodism,  and  they  have 
our  prayers  af  well  as  our  thanks. — The  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Lang. 


Btatatboro,  Oa. — To  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Societies  of  the  Savannah  Annu^ 
Conference:  Dear  Sisters:  Being  recelitij 
appointed  to  this  office,  I  do  not  know  ttil 
district  secretaries  of  the  districts.  Hence, 
I  take  this  method  in  trying  to  reach  you, 
and  I  hope  I  wiil  get  in  touch  with  each 
officer  or  secretary  of  the  Savannah  Annual 
Conference  in  the  near  future.  We  have  ail 
done  well  in  the  past,  but  past  blessings  will 
not  suffice.  Let  us  work,  push,  and  plan  that 
we  may  be  able  to  put  over  a  complete  pro¬ 
gram  this  year.  I  am  being  urged  by  Mrs. 
Geo.  W.  Keen,  our  publisher  and  business 
manager  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society,  to  notify  or  ask  each  auxiliary  to 
subscribe  for  the  study  course;  also  put  the 
missionary  paper  in  every  home  possible  in 
the  Savannah  Conference,  so  that  we  can 
study  and  learn  more  about  the  problems 
which  we  have  before  lis,  and  that  we  will 
be  able  to  do  better  work  and  accomplish  the 
great  plan.  Now,  sisters,  do  your  best.  We 
are  looking  forward  for  a  great  year’s  work, 
and  we  ask  our  pastors  for  their  co-opera¬ 
tion.  The  great  church  is  calling  as  never 
before.  We  realise  more  and  more  that 
without  God  we  can  do  nothing.  He  who 
works  with  Him  does  best. — Mrs.  Amanda 
Smith,  Secretary  of  Missionary  Education; 
216  Johnson  Street,  Statesboro,  Ga.  i 
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Address  all  communications  intended  for 
the  Rev.  John  D.  Whitaker  to  202  West 
Jacksofi  Street,  Dillon,  S.  C. 
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Artistic  Achievement 


By  Allen  B. 

WHEN  a  Negro  choir  sings  a  French 
folk  song  so  that  Ihe  applause  is 
spontaneous,  dispelling  the  prev^ent 
impression  that  the  spirit  of  such  a  piece  can¬ 
not  be  given  full  value  by  an  American  choir; 
when  a  cultured  audience  comiqg  primarily 
to  hear  Negro  singers  in  a  program  of  Negro 
folk  music  is  carried  beyond  the  race  aspects 
of  its  performance  into  the  realm  of  a  uni¬ 
versal  art  knowing  no  color  line,  a  lasting 
impression  in  musical  annals  has  been  made. 
Such  was  the  effect  of  the  recent  concert 
given  by  the  Hampton  Institute  Choir  of 
e^hty  voices  in  a  certified  progpram  under  the 
effortless  direction  of  R.  Nathaniel  Dett  in 
the  chamber  music  auditorium  of  the  Li¬ 
brary  of  CoDgresa,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Elisabeth  Sprague  Coolidge  Foundation.  The 
choir,  with  whom  choral  work  is  but  an  in¬ 
cident  in  the  training  and  study  at  the  insti¬ 
tute,  singing  with  clar^  and  sureness,  made 
the  audience  marvel.  The  solo  work  of  Miss 
Elisabeth  Sinkford,  soprano,  and  of  Francis 
J.  Minton,  baritone,  snowed  surprising  gift 
of  voice  and  finish. 

A  group  of  works  by  old  composers  of 
the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries 
opened  the  program,  followed  by  two  Russian 
liturgical  numbers.  The  noup  of  Christmas 
carols  included  **Sing  Noel,”  whose  intricate 
and  swift  passage  were  picked  out  and  har¬ 
monised  delicatdy.  Dr.  Detfs  arrangement 
of  Campion’s  “As  By  the  Streams  of  Baby¬ 
lon,”  in  which  the  original  lute  accompani¬ 
ment  to  the  solo  voice  be  bad  arranged  to  so 
well  bring  out  the  richness  of  the  choir  voices, 
was  particularly  well  received.  “Rise  up. 
Shepherd,”  and  two  Dett  numbers,  “Oh,  Hear 
the  Lambs  a-Crylng,”  and  “IJsten  to'  the 
Lambs,”  in  six  and  eight  voice  parts,  the 
former  repeated  by  request,  were  enthu¬ 
siastically  applauded. 

The  last  group  was  entirely  of  frfk  an¬ 
thems,  including  “Swi^  Low,  Sweet  Chariot,” 
“Don’t  Be  Weary,  ‘traveler,”  “PU  Never 
Turn  Back  No  More^”  and  Burleigh’s  ar¬ 
rangement  of  “Deep  River.” 

Dr.  Dett  carried  his  choir  onto  ground 
formerly  considered  unsuited  to  Negro  chorus 
work.  That  the  same  feeling  and  the  same 
quality  that  have  made  the  spirituals  .when 
sung  by  Negroes  popular  may  be  carried  over 
into  the  entire  range  of  musical  composition, 
was  demonstrated  at  this  concert  under  Dr. 
Dett’s  leadership.  That  this  concert  begins 
a  new  era  and  reaches  a  higb-water  mark  in 
musical  achievement  is  attested  to  by  mu¬ 
sical  critics  in  the  press  comments. 

The  Washin^n  Times  said:  “We  made 
a  discovery  about  music  in  America  last 
Friday  evening,  when  R.  Nathanid  Dett, 
foremost  among  Negro  composers,  brought 
his  famous  choir  from  Hampton  Institute, 
Virginia,  to  sing  for  the  Elisabeth  Sprague 
Coolidge  Foundation  in  the  chamber  music 
auditorium  of  the  Libraiy  of  Congress.” 
Writing  of  “Oh,  Hear  the  Lambs  a-Crylng,” 
this  critic  says:  “One  could  have  wept  with 
the  sadness  of  it,  with  the  pathos  of  the 
voices.  But  more  than  the  heart  of  It,  there 
was  a  choral  accent,  a  sort  of  syncopation, 
in  the  rich  bo^y  of  the  various  choirs,  that 
created  a  new  sort  of  Illusion  of  distnrlted 
emotion.  It  was  one  of  those  fundamental 
things  that  are  hard  to  describe.  It  proved 
that  Dr.  Dett  has  given  an  arrangement  for 
voices  here  that  re^res  high  choral  art  to 
attain,  and  these  were  school  children!  .  ..  . 
America  is  rich  in  a  fundamental  thbig  when 
such  art  can  be  produced  by  the  youth  among 
us.  The  visit  of  the  Hampton  Institute  Choir 
writes  a  page  of  musical  history  of  which 
we  are  Justly  proud.” 

The  Evening  Star,  Washinrton,  said: 
“America  has  shown  complete  welcome  to  the 

3>lendld  English  sinnrs  and  warm  appre- 
ation  of  the  splendid  work  of  that  fine  or- 
guixation,  the  Da^on  Westminster  Choir. 
The  work  of  the  Hampton  Institute  Choir 
is  on  an  equal  level  for  the  simplicity  that 
art  makes  seem  natural  in  choral  work  in 
its  finest  form.” 


Doggett,  Jr. 

The  Washington  Times-Herald  said;  “The 
audience  si^Ifled  by  an  uproar  of  applause 
their  approbation,  and  Director  Dett  led  the 
young  men  and  young  women  through  four 
encores.  Dr.  Dett,  whose  conducting  is 
reminiscent  of  •  Stokowski’s  work,  showed 
himself  still  the  same  fine  musician  who  won 
first  honors  in  a  class  of  1,000  at  Oberlin 
Conservatory  for  two  of  his  four  programed 
compositions.” 

In  an  editorial,  the  Union  Star,  Brook¬ 
field,  Va.,  called  attention  to  the  singers 
themselves.  “The  attentive  attitude  and  nat¬ 
ural  modesty  of  these  young  people  added 


World  Service  receipts  for  December 
showed  a  net  gain  of  fgg^eg.76  in  com¬ 
parison  with  December,  19X6,  according 
to  the  statement  of  Treasurer  O.  W. 
Auman,  of  the  World  Service  Oommis^ 
sion.  December  World  Service  receipts 
on  apportionments  were  $St4,76X.40  as 
against  $S0tJS99M  a  year  ago.  A  gain 
was  aUo  registered  in  "Specials,"  the 
total  for  December  being  fSS,798.60,  or 
96A90AI  more  than  the  same  month  of 
the  previous  year. 

"The  ^reat  task  now  before  us  as  a 
■church  Is  the  universal  observance  of 
the  Annual  World  Service  Boll  Call," 
said  Dr.  Auman.  "If  every  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  throughout  the  land 
win  gird  itself  for  this  undertaking,  en¬ 
listing  the  last  member  as  a  contributor 
to  our  world  enterprise,  it  will  mean  the 
greatest  advance  which  Methodism  has 
known  in  many  years.  To  this  end,  we 
urge  the  heartiest  co-opemtion  by  every 
pastor  and  congregation  <»  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  educational  program,  and  in 
the  'enKstment  of  eve^  member  and 
friend  by  means  of  the  Annual  World 
Service  Boll  Call  before  May  SI." 


materially  to  the  effectiveness  of  their  per¬ 
formance.  Not  a 'single  act  on  the  part  of 
a  single  singer  during  the  two  hours  the 
choir  was  on  the  stage  made  the  slightest 
jar  upon  the  most  sensitive  musical  tempera¬ 
ment  in  the  large  audience.  Evidently  the 
long  training  for  such  singing  had  wrought 
a  refining  influence,  and  because  the  refine¬ 
ment  of  music  was  deeply  felt  by  the  singers, 
its  expression  produced  a  like  effect  upon 
the  audience.  The  expressive  sweetness  and 
harmony  were  carried  to  many  homes  as  a 
most  fitting  Christmas  experience.” 

Wellington  Adams,  in  the  Washington 
Tribune,  goes  on  to  sayj  “Strictly  speaking, 
the  affair  was  distinctive  in  that  for  the  first 
time  colored  singers  were  accorded  the  honor 
of  an  appearance  in  a  strictly  certified  pro- 
"ifram  of  music.” 

Personal  and  General 

— Friends  and  acquaintances  of  the  Brum- 
mitt  family,  which  has  rung  so  true  to  broad 
Christian  principle  of  human  brotherhood  and 
service,  will  be  gratified  to  learn  of  the  happy 
marriage  on  December  28  las^'^of  Wyatt 
Brearly,  son  of  Dr.  and  Mw>  Dan  B.  Brum- 
mitt,  editor  of  the  Nofthwestem  Christian 
Advocate,  to  Miss  Esther  Agnes  Petrie,  of 
Mitchell,  S.  D.  'Th^  bride  is  a  graduate  of 
Dakota  Wesleyan,  and  the  groom  of  Columbia 
Universities.  Like  his  distinguished  father, 
the  groom  is  an  editor. 

— ^Those  persons  Interested  (and  every  person 
desirous  of  a  more  pronounced  religious  at¬ 
mosphere  in  family  life  must  certaimy  be)  In 
restoring  the  old-time  family  altar,  together 
with  the  revival  of  grace  at  every  med  and 
Christian  conversation  in  the  honae,  should 
study  the  proposals  of  The  Hearthstone 
League,  sponsored  by  Bishop  A.  W.  Leonard. 
Rightly  the  bishop  observes;  “It  is  nothing 
less  than  a  tragedy  for  young  men  and  women 
to  go  out  into  life  with  no  recoUection  of 


ever  having  heard  their  names  in  father’s  o* 
in  mother’s  prayers.”  The  Hearthstone  League 
is  a  timely  and  serious  effort  to  arrest  m 
decay  that  has  set  up  in  the  home  life  of  tH 
nation.  Address  Bishop  Leonard  at  602 
Genesee  Street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  literature. 

— This  office  is  pained  to  learn  of  the  death 
of  Dr.  Clyde  Clay  Cissell,  superintendent  of 
Omaha  District,  Nebraska  Conference.  Dr. 
Cissel  was  one  of  the  key  utility  men  of  the 
Omaha  Area,  and  was  in  every  way  worthy 
of  that  position  of  confidence  and  honor 
.  among  his  brethren.  He  was  passionately  de¬ 
voted  to  his  church  and  most  loyal  to  every 
interest  of  his  area  and  of  the  denomination 
as  well.  He  was  formerly  area  secretary 
and  a  member  of  the  1924  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  In  promoting  the  interests  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  he  traveled  widely  during  the 
past  year  in  cultivation  work  of  the  several 
benevolent  boards,  which  work  he  sustained 
despite  repeated  warnings  of  the  inroads  be¬ 
ing  made  mon  his  health.  He  was  a  brother 
beloved.  Our  colored  group  in  Omaha,  in 
whom  he  manifested  such  genuine  interest, 
are  much  aggrieved  over  his  deat^  and 
throughout  the  church  at  large  there  exists 
a  sense  of  real  loss  In  his  going. 

— "National  Notes,"  official  organ  of  the 
Naticmal  Association  of  Colored  Women,  the 
distinguished  and  able  president  of  that  or¬ 
ganisation,  Mrs.  Mary  McLeod  Bethune,  is¬ 
sues  a  ringing  call  for  a  great  national  me¬ 
morial  meeting  for  the  near  future  in  honH|| 
of  the  glorious  dead  of  the  Negro  race.  It  9 
an  appropriate  challenge  that  should  insure 
the  concerted  effort  of  all  race  bodies  and 
organisations  for  its  consummation.  Tbe 
sentiment  setting  is  beautifully  expressed  In 
tbe  following  paragraph :  “The  closing  year 
reminds  us  of  the  passing  advance  guard  of 
the  race.  Death  has  ciQled  some  stalwart 
front-line  Negro  leaders  in  rell^on,  educa¬ 
tion,  business,  the  professions,  industrial  life, 
and  politics.  Not  long  ago  Booker  T.  Wash¬ 
ington  pointed  the  way  from  the  high  position 
in  American  life  won  1^  his'eareer.  Henry 
Lincoln  Johnson,  the  most  colorful  and  as¬ 
tute  political  leader  the  race  ever  produced, 
is  heard  no  more.  '  The  voices  of  Mar¬ 
garet  Washington  and  Scarborough  are  stU 
forever.  Truly,  earth  has  become  earth  again, 
but  the  spirit  of  these  departed  leaders  uves 
to-day.  It  is  the  *flaming  fire  of  every  Negro 
in  America.’  Each  and  all  battled  for  hu¬ 
man  rights  and  opportunity  in  the  light  given 
them  by  God  for  guidance.  The  Negro  world 
will  do  well  to  treasure  them  in  memory. 
Most  certainly  enough  ‘stones’  were  thrown 
to  them  in  life.  Death  doubtless  has  softened 
the  hearts  of  their  bitterest  enemies.  What 
better  testimony  of  Negro  trend  toward  unity 
could  be  furnished  than  that  given  by  a 
national  memorial  gathering  in  honor  of  tn 
glorious  dead  of  our  race?  National  Notes 
proposes  a  great  memorial  gathering  as  an 
inspirational  congress  of  the  race.” 
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Makes  Striking  Plea  for  Peace 


Bishop  WILBUR  P.  THIRKIELD,  universaUy 
beloved  for  his  sincerity  and  Christian  courage, 
delivered  in  Chattanooga,  under  auspices  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Bible  forum,  on  Christmas  Sunday,  a  strik¬ 
ing  address  on  world  peace.  Deploring  the  fact  that 
Congress  should  even  give  serious  consideration  to  the 
proposition  to  appropriate  a  hundred  million  dollars  for 
building  new  cruisers  of  war  “at  this  season  of  peace 
in  a  nation  that  proposes  to  lead  in  disarmament” ;  char¬ 
acterizing  the  Secretary  of  State’s  remarks  anent  the 
present  crisis  as  “blatant  nonsense,”  the  bishop  launched 
forth  in  a  preachment  of  moral  earnestness  in  advocacy 
of  the  ideals  and  values,  as  well  as  the  motives,  consider¬ 
ations,  and  methods  of  procuring  permanent  and  speedy 
peace  in  the  relationships  of  national  and  racial  groups. 
Among  the  jarring  noises  and  the  jostling  crowds  must 
be  heard  the  voice  and  seen  the  person  of  Jesus  emerg¬ 
ing  upon  humanity’s  horizon.  Christ  is  the  central 
miracle  of  humanity,  our  “moral  Pivot.”  Not  the  mir¬ 
acles  which  He  performed,  but  the  miracle  which  He  teas, 
is  the  moral  fact  for  our  faith,  our  assurance,  our  loyal¬ 
ties.  ^  This  is  the  day  of  the  Jesus  of  the  gospel,  and 
that  of  the  Christ  of  ecclesiastical  theology  is  well  enough 
in  its  place,  but  to  multitudes  it  is  only  a  stone  of  stum¬ 
bling.  All  men  like  flowers.  Few  understand  or  care  for 
botany.  Most  men  are  inclined  to  religion,  in  the  serious 
hours  of  life,  but  they  get  lost  in  the  mazes  of  theology. 
On  that  first  Christmas  the  wise  men  simply  came  into 
the  presence  of  Jesus  in  reverence,  bowed  at  His  feet  and 
worshiped.  No  doctrines  had  been  formidated,  no  such 
thing  as  theology  born.  They  just  saw  Him,  believed, 
and  accepted  Him. 

^  In  this  discriminating  analysis  the  bishop  strikes  hard 
a  custom  that  has  become  all  too  prevalent  in  these  days. 
Men  are  too  prone  to  become,  in  their  thought's  and  con¬ 
duct,  slaves  to  the  sayings  and  theories  and  dogmas  about 
Jesus,  rather  than  to  yield  their  loves  and  loyalties  to 
the  simple  person  of  the  Christ  as  He  is  revealed  in  the 
sacred  story,  and  as  He  makes  His  spiritual  impact  upon 
our  souls  in  vital  personal  experience. 

Showing  the  supr^acy  of  Christ  and  His  uniqueness 
in  the  field  of  values.  Bishop  Thirkield  shows  how,  related 
to  the  present  world  situation,  this  conception  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  His  value,  in  our  love  and  loyalty  to  Him  is  of 
the  utmost  significance  and  promise  for  the  peace  of  the 
world.  As  the  “Universal  Man,”  He  is  identified  with 
all  humanity.  We  do  not  think  of  Him  as  a  European, 
an  Asiatic,  or  an  American.  He  is,  the  one  universal 
Man,  and  this  is  because  Jesus  gathers  up  in  Himsplf 
all  men;  clothes  Himself  with  humanity  as  with  a  gar¬ 
ment,  whether  it  be  Greek  or  Jew,  barbarian,  Scythian, 
bondman,  freeman;  Christ  is  all  and  in  all. 

He  thus  cares  for  all,  whether  yellow,  black,  brown, 
or  red.  The  poor  man  in  his  hut  and  the  rich  man  in 
his  palace,  the  king  on  his  throne  and  the  peasant  on 
his  farm — all  stand  on  the  same  level  with  Jesus.  Jesus 


thus  enters  into  the  experience  of  all  men.  He  feels  with 
them;  He  lives  with  them — “the  darkness  of  the  blind, 
the  anguish  of  the  sick,  the  leprosy  of  the  leper,  the  lone¬ 
liness  of  the  rich,  the  suffering  of  the  poor,  the  guilt  and 
degradation  of  the  sinner — all  these  experiences  are  His.” 

Certain  of  his  moral  position,  the  bishop  asked: 

“Is  there  any  other  attitude  for  us  to  take  face  to 
face  with  Jesus  than  that  of  the  earnest  Hindu,  who  re¬ 
cently  said:  ‘There  is  no  one  else  who  is  seriously  bid¬ 
ding  for  the  heart  of  the  world  except  Jesus  Christ.  There 
is  no  one  else  in  the  field — sweep  the  horizon — ^is  there 
anyone  else?’  he  triumphantly  asks.  Even  Matthew  Ar¬ 
nold  was  led  to  say:  ‘Try  all  the  ways  to  peace  and  wel¬ 
fare  you  can  think  of,  and  you  will  find  there  is  no  way 
that  brings  you  to  it  except  the  way  of  Jesus.  But  this 
way  does  bring  you  to  it.’  ‘To  whom.  Lord,  shall  we 
go?  Thou  alone  hast  the  word  of  eternal  life.’  ” 

He  was  clearly  on  the  side  of  the  bulk  of  the  Christian 
opinion  of  the  nation  when  he  declared  relative  to  Amer¬ 
ican  isolation  from  the  League  of  Nations: 

“It  is  the  tragedy  of  modern  history  to  think  that 
by  this  selfish  policy  America  has  lost  the  moral  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  world  which  she  held  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
She  quenched  that  fine  spirit  of  idealism  which,  during 
the  war,  swept  like  a  flame  the  thought  and  imagination 
of  millions  of  our  youth. 

“To  get  a  true  evaluation  we  must  visualize  not  what 
the  League  now  is,  but  what  the  League  of  Nations  might 
have  been  as  an  international  moral  force  had  the  United 
States  thrown  the  might  of  her  imperial  influence  into 
it.  Yet  to-day  we  behold  the  League  with  fifty-five  na¬ 
tions  ^  united  ‘to  promote  co-operation  between  the  na¬ 
tions,’  to  make  ‘the  well-being  of  the  races  not  yet  able 
to  stand  alone  a  sacred  trust  of  civilization* ;  that  is,  co¬ 
operation  between  the  strong  and  trusteeship  for  the 
weak. 

“God  grant  that  in  spite  of  the  ominous  silence  with 
which  President  Coolidge  would  let  us  drop  out  of  the 
World  Court,  that  the  United  States  may  have  the  dis¬ 
cernment  and  wisdom  to  enter  the  World  Court  and,  in 
the  name  of  the  brotherhood  of  nations,  break  her  nar¬ 
row  shell  of  isolation  and  help  this  dazed  and  staggering 
world  onto  its  feet.” 

The  bishop’s  great  address,  reported  as  one  of  the 
most  effective  appeals  ever  heard  in  Chattanooga,  ad¬ 
vocating  international  peace  and  brotherhood,  was  con¬ 
cluded  wiih  the  following  historical  references  and  broad- 
gauged  appeal  for  a  Christian  public  conscience: 

“It  is  related,  as  a  matter  of  history,  that  the  May¬ 
flower,  which  carried  the  Pilgrim  fathers  to  religious  lib- 
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er^  in  America,  went  on  her  next  trip  for  a  load  of  by  the  admission  of  only  169  Japanese  annually,  thus 
slaves.  What  an  anomaly  that  the  good  ship,  ‘Jesus,’  was  saving  us  from  what  the  Asiatic  races  resent  as  ‘not  only 
also  in  the  slave  trade.  In  relating  this,  a  keen  interna-  a  challenge  to  Japan,  but  an  outrage  to  the  colored  \ 
tional  statesman  asks:  ‘Is  it  to  be  wondered  that  race  races!’ 

and  color  prejudi<»  exists  in  the  West  in  spite  of  Chris-  “in  obedience  to  the  command  of  Christ,  our  mission- 
tiamty?  It  came  in  with  it.’  aries  carry  the  glad  tidings  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  to  non- 

“What  a  commentary  on  this  bit  ef  history  that  the  Christian  peoples.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  Japanese 
United  States,  spuming  the  Christian  ideal  of  brother-  and  Indians  reject  our  so-called  Christian  civilization,  and 
hood,  shut  the  door  against  Japan  by  laws  not  based  even  our  Christianity,  while  they  welcome  the  Christ, 
on  economic  or  cultural  grounds,  but  on  race  discrimina-  Brother  and  Saviour  of  all  men? 

tion.  What  wcmder  that  Baron  Sakatani,  minister  of  “May  we  also  not  forget  that  this  is  a  good  day  for 
finance,  cried  out;  ‘No  blow  can  stagger  like  the  blow  all  Christian  people  to  look  with  larger  sympathy  on  the 
of  a  friend.  The  blow  comes  from  America,  the  land  of  black  man  at  our  door,  and  to  pray  for  a  broader  and 
idealism,  the  land  of  justice — ^it  cuts  to  the  quick.’  This  more  generous  spirit  of  interracial  fellowship  and  good 
unchristian  act  of  discrimination  might  have  been  avoided  will  among  all  our  people.” 


“Civil  War”  in  Dixie 


That  is  the  characterization  given  of  the  strug¬ 
gle  now  being  waged  relentlessly  by  two  groups  of 
the  dominant  element  of  the  Southern  population 
in  which  two  opposite  social  theories  are  striving  for 
expression.  This  clash  of  classes  was  thus  phrased  by 
Prof.  Edwin  Mims,  of  Vanderbilt  University,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  in  an  address  several  weeks  ago  before  the  New 
York  Southern  Society. 

No  longer,  according  to  that  speaker,  is  there  a  solid 
South  in  the  same  old  sense  as  that  term  was  meant, 
coined  by  early  post-Rebellion  days.  And  what  remains 
of  that  politico-social  concept,  instead  of  being  a  pride, 
“is  a  source  of  humiliation  to  the  South’s  most  devoted 
men.”  The  speaker  expressed  the  hope  that  through  the 
appearance  of  fresh  and  vital  issues  in  national  politics, 
a  new  alignment  would  be  necessitated  in  Southern  polit¬ 
ical  life.  Already  there  is  an  increasing  number  of  busi¬ 
ness  men  who  have  ceased  to  vote  one  way  while  they 
pray  another  way,  and  who  are  voting  the  dictates  of 
their .  consciences  and  patriotism. 

There  is  a  South  that  finds  expression  in  the  crude 
and  blatant  utterances  of  men  like  Cole  Blease  and  Var- 
daman,  and  another  that  finds  expression  in  the  states¬ 
manship  of  men  like  Carter  Glass  and  Oscar  Under¬ 
wood.  There  is  a  South  that  practices  and  justifies 
lynching,  and  another  South  that  believes  it  is  unjusti¬ 
fiable  under  any  and  all  circumstances,  and  is  resolutely 
determined  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

Other  instances  of  these  typically  contrasting  types 
are:  George  Washington  Chamblee,  a  former  district  at- 
tomey-g«ieral  of  Tennessee,  who,  writing  in  the  Decem¬ 
ber  Foriun,  finds  adequate  grounds  for  the  defense  of 
lynching;  whose  reward  for  effort  is  the  reinforcement 
and  excitation  of  public  sentiment  to  repeated  acts  of 
mob  rule;  and  Will  Winton  Alexander,  scion  of  the  new 
South  aborning,  who  recently  was  given  an  award  of 
$600  and  a  gold  medal  for  his  outstanding  work  in  im¬ 
proving  relations  between  the  white  and  colored  people 
in  this  country. 

Prof.  Mims  says  out  of  accurate  insight  and  judg¬ 
ment  that  the  tim^  has  come  to  dispense  with  the  con¬ 
ventional  idioms  of  “Southern  chivalry.  Southern  man¬ 
ners  and  hospitality,  and  even  Southern  ideals  and  tra¬ 
ditions.”  The  South’s  Civil  War  psychology  of  other 


days  has  too  long  backed  the  philosophy  whose  dictum 
was  a  sufficient  sanction  for  irregularities  in  this  sec¬ 
tion’s  civil  life.  But  he  assures  us  that  “the  progressives  10 
are  fighting  for  economic  efficiency,  for  widespread  in¬ 
telligence,  for  the  right  of  criticism,  for  freedom  of 
thought  in  education  and  politics.  They  are  going  to 
win  eventually  along  the  whole  line  of  battle.” 

His  prediction  would  give  stronger  promise  of  reali¬ 
zation  were  these  evils  of  which  he  complains  not  so  deep- 
seated  as  to  boast  at  least  of  the  indirect  sanctions  of 
Southern  religious  tradition  and  idealism.  •“  For  the 
American  church,  like  the  American  Union,  is  divided  into 
a  Northern  and  a  Southern  church.  This  is  true  of  the 
major  denominations.  Two  contrasting  groups  of  reli¬ 
gious  idealism  likewise  obtain,  marring  the  beauty  of  our 
Christian  idealism,  yet  not  jarring  the  complacency  of 
our  Christian  conscience.  There  can  be  but  faint  hope 
of  success  on  a  large  scale  in  moral  and  religious  reform, 
and  hence  of  civil  and  political  amelioration,  in  the  South 
unless  there  is  a  radical  reversal  in  the  attitude  of  the 
Southern  churches  toward  citizenship  and  reform. 

Yet  through  this  condition  Prof.  Mims  sees  light  ^ 
breaking,  for  he  says:  “There  is  a  South  of  ecclesias¬ 
tical  demagogues  who  would  put  in  laboratories  and 
libraries  as  a  warning  to  its  scholars,  ‘this  far  shalt  thou 
go  and  no  further’ ;  and  a  South  of  enlightened  prophets 
who  would  follow  truth  wherever  it  may  lead  and  what¬ 
ever  it  may  cost.  I  repeat,  the  solid  South  is  no  longer 
a  reality ;  it  is  breaking. 

“The  Southern  States  are  still  at  the  bottom  of  all 
statistics  that  register  actual  educational  conditions  of 
this  country.  It  is  also  true  that  there  is  not  a  single 
university  in  the  South  that  has  adequate  resources  for 
the  highest  type  of  graduate  work.  These  are  facts 
that  cannot  be  gotten  around  by  highfalutin’  talk  about 
the  beauty  of  Southern  women  and  the  chivalry  of  South¬ 
ern  men.  Nor  can  the  much-heraMed  industrial  pros¬ 
perity  atone  for  the  neglect  of  intellectual  and  artistic 
excellence.” 

d 

Nevertheless  there  is  on  in  the  South  a  civil  war  • 
of  ideals,  traditions,  cultures,  and  religions.  May  the 
new  South  be  victor.  To  her  our  interests  and  efforts 
are  pledged. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


The  Conviction  of  Sin 

N  the  time-honored  custom  of  most  of  the  Protestant 
churches  in  the  United  States,  during  the  first  month 
of  the  jear  there  has  been  an  emphasis  on  evangdism. 
Whether  with  this  seasonal  emphasis  in  mind  or  not,  the 
Atlantic  Monthly  has  made  a  sizeable  contribution  to  the 
evangelistic  spirit  and  momentum  in  the  country  by  print¬ 
ing  in  its  January  number  a  smashing  evangelistic  sermon 
by  Dr.  Behnabd  I.  Bell,  president  of  Saint  Stephen’s 
College. 

This  sermon  might  be  called  old  fashioned  in  that  it 
deals  with  sin,  not  in  generalities  about  an  abstract  thing 
spelled  with  a  capital  “S,”  but  in  specific  terms  which  have 
a  cutting  edge.  Dr.  Bell  deals  with  social  sin  and  indi¬ 
vidual  sin,  with  the  idolatries  of  the  moment  which  pull 
away  from  the  description  of  Jesus.  He  makes  no  reitera¬ 
tion  of  easy  phrases  which  may  be  accepted  with  sleepy 
complacency,  but  preaches  a  sermon  on  sin  which  comes 
white  hot  from  the  soul  of  the  preacher  to  the  soul  of 
America. 

In  a  word,  Dr.  Bell  says  that  the  gods  of  the  moment 
in  America  are  those  old-fashioned  gods — the  World,  the 
Flesh,  and  the  Devil.  Of  some  prevailing  national  char¬ 
acteristics  he  says : 

“Ours  Is  an  age  of  new-rich  people,  crass,  crude,  well-washed, 
all  dressed  up,  sure  that  certain  easily  perceived  goods  will  make 
life  full  and  satisfying,  and  ready  to  pay  heavily  for  their  attain¬ 
ment.  It  is  imintelligent  to  call  such  an  age  godless.  '  A  god  is  a 
way  of  talking  about  a  good. 

Our  deities  are  very,  very  old.  The  Christian  church  ought  not  to 
find  them  very  puzzling.  She  has  been  dealing  with  our  pantheon 
so  long  that  she  has  stereotyped  names  for  .those  who  sit  upon  its 
altars.  We  worship  the  World,  the  Flesh  and  the  Devil.  To  say 
this  is  not  to  be  a  bigot  or  a  Puritan  or  a  Victorian  or  a  medisevalist 
or  any  other  dreadful  bogieman.  It  is  merely  to  describe,  calmly 
and  with  charity,  in  terms  of  motivation,  our  scrambling  hurly- 
burly  of  a  century. 

The  second  deity  which  is  widely  worshiped  is — the  Flesh. 
And  that  current  idolatry  is  thus  described: 

“All  appetites  are  mighty,  says  our  modern  world,  and  to  be 
sacrificed  unto;  but  chief  of  all  the  appetities  is  sex.  We  are  so 
naively  delighted  in  having  discovered  that  the  Eternal  made  us 
male  and  female  that  we  sometimes  seem  to  be  forgetting  that  He 
made  us  anything  else.  Our  stage,  our  music,  our  dancing,  our 
books  and  magazines,  our  billboards,  our  dress,  strike  strenously 
the  note  of  sex  appeal.  We  positively  rejoice  in  nudity  and 
naughtiness.  The  advertising  sections  of  our  most  popular 
periodicals  contain  columns  of  advice  to  women  about  how,  for  a 
small  sum,  they  may  become  beautiful  and  fascinating  enough  to 
attract  male  attention.  Increasingly  we  are  soaked  in  sex;  and  the 
people  love  to  have  it  so.” 

As  a  part  of  that  worship  of  the  flesh  there  is  also  the 
elevation  of  comfort  and  ease  as  the  chief  end  of  man. 

“As  for  comfort,  we  twentieth-century  people  are  soothingly  im¬ 
mersed  in  it.  Ours  is  a  steam-heated,  well-lighted,  cunningly  uphol¬ 
stered,  warm-bathed  era.  With  almost  incredible  ing^enuity  we  ward 
off  the  bumps,  plane  the  sharp  corners,  ‘escalate’  the  heights.  From 
twilight-sleep  birth  to  narcotized  death  we  insist  upon  ease.  It  is 
that  without  which  all  else  is  intolerable.  Only  to  exceptional  people 
has  it  yet  occurred  that  the  whole  cult  is  petty,  ignoble,  unworthy 
of  human  nature.” 

Dr.  Bell  identifies  the  Devil  with  pride  and  speaks  of 
our  glorification  of  cleverness,  wit  and  conceit  as  “devil 
worship.” 

With  this  current  nationalism  Christianity  is  in  deadly 
conflict.  Very  penetrating  is  the  contrast  l^tween  these 
pagan  gods  of  the  moment  and  Jesus. 

“Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  an  enigma  to  the  moment.  Occasionally  we 
find  somebody  trying  to  dress  up  the  Christ  in  modern  terms,  pre¬ 
senting  Him  as  a  t^getter,  a  country-clubber,  a  master  of  advertis¬ 
ing  psychology.  I%ere  is  no  god  but  our  gods.  We  will  make  Jesus 
Into  our  ima^  Popular  though  this  sort  of  thing  may  be,  it  is  of 
course  not  Christianity.  Whatever  else  Jesus  may  mean,  he  is,  in 
Mstorical  religion  at  any  rate,  the  antithesis  of  all  that  our  day 
deems  most  worth.  He  Is  poor  when  we  would  be  rich.  He  seems 


to  regard  chastity  as  normal  and  healthy.  To  Him  comfort  matters 
little  one  way  or  the  other.  He  is  the  incarnation  of  humility.  It 
can  be  expected  that  he  should  be  the  chosen  god  of  an  adolescent 
eivilltatkm  intent  upon  the  hungry  search  for  superficiality.” 

The  solemn  responsibility  of  the  preacher  of  Christ 
today  is  not  to  prophesy  smooth  sayings  which  will  darken 
the  moral  sense,  but  to  contrast  with  the  selfish  and  carnal 
ideals  of  life  the  way  of  Jesus  Christ  and  to  call  to  re¬ 
pentance. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  on  the  day  this  sermon 
of  Dr.  Bell’s  was  published  the  same  prophetic  note  was 
sounded  by  Reinhold  Niebuhe  of  Detroit  in  an  address 
to  the  National  Student  Conference  at  Milwaukee.  Dr. 
Niebiihr  declared  that  the  greatest  existing  hindrances  to 
the  progress  of  Christianity  are  devotion  to  power,  to 
comfort  and  the  sensual  pleasure  of  life  and  to  the  na¬ 
tionalistic  theory  that  the  group  can  do  no  wrong.  He 
said: 

“We  worship  power  because  we  are  all  parasites,  most  of  us 
living  directly  on  someone  else.  The  masculine  soul  desires  power 
for  itself.  The  feminine  soul  desires  power  for  the  privileges  that 
it  brings.  We  worship  our  bodies;  we  sublimate,  we  feed  them; 
we  pillow  them  in  luxury.  Human  ingenuity  is  exhausting  every 
resource  to  provide  new  physical  comforts,  edifying  the  sensual, 
with  every  movie  theater  a  shrine  and  every  chance  movie  actor  a 
symbol. 

“If  you  want  to  believe  in  God  you  will  have  to  divorce  yourself 
from  the  kind  of  immoral  nationalism  which  laughs  at  humanity. 
If  you  want  to  believe  in  God  you  must  disavow  an  industrialism 
and  commercialism  which  puts  privUege  before  personality  and 
pbstitutes  new  forms  of  slavery  for  old  ones.  If  you  want  to  bdleve 
in  God  it  is  necessary  to  overcome  the  lust  of  the  senses  which  steep 
us  in  every  kind  of  cult— from  the  cult  of  the  automobile  to  the  out 
of  Rudolph  Valentino.” 

The  Invasion  of  Nicaragua 

HE  demand  made  by  the  United  States  Senate 
upon  the  State  Department  for  the  detailed  facts 
by  which  that  department  attempts  to  justify  the 
intervention  in  Nicaragua  is  very  much  in  order.  When 
the  United  States  government  commends  an  act  so  shock¬ 
ing  to  those  elements  among  its  citizens  which  are  not 
committed  to  imperialism,  an  explanation  must  be  given. 

The  State  Department  has  put  out  the  usual  trite 
phrases  about  protecting  American  interests.  Then  let 
the  Department  announce  specifically  just  what  are  the 
American  interests  that  are  being  protected  by  military 
intervention.  What  companies  and  what  interests  have 
asked  for  our  intervention?  Just  why  do  we  hurry  to 
uphold  President  Diaz,  who  has  been  the  creature  of 
American  commercial  interests  and  who  would  fall  from 
power  without  our  intervention?  Just  whose  interests  do 
our  arms  serve?  Those  are  questions  which  Mr.  Kellogg 
must  answer. 

When  the  Marines  first  landed  the  White  House  spokes¬ 
man  announced  that  “we  were  not  taking  sides  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  and  never  had  taken  sides.”  This  was  evidently  a 
hurried  remark  which  was  found  on  later  examination  to 
be  unsupportable,  for  it  has  not  been  repeated.  The  facts 
in  our  dealing  with  Nicaragua  since  the  days  of  Secre¬ 
tary  Knox,  show  that  the  government  of  Nicaragua  is 
the  creature  of  the  State  Department.  Management  of 
its  finances  and  the  direction  of  its  domestic  and  foreign 
affairs  have  been  determined  not  in  its  own  capital  but  in 
Wall  Street  and  Washington. 

The  whole  affair  confirms  the  impression  of  another 
step  in  American  imperialism  in  South  and  Central  Amer¬ 
ica.  If  the  presentation  of  the  facts  in  the  case  will  allay 
these  suspicions,  they  should  be  presented  at  once! 

L. 
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Tell  Me  a  Few  Books 


Some  Interesting  Answers  to  a  Young  Minister’s  Question 


studying  the  text  of  such  books, 
may  get  the  layman’s  untech- 
nical  but  candid  reaction  upon 
matters  and  subjects  which  too 
often  are  professionalized. 

I  am  just  now  reading  two 
works  of  vastly  different  char¬ 
acter,  but  of  profound  interest, 
namely,  ^Ke  Story  of  Philoso¬ 
phy,  by  Will  Durant,  and  Lord 
Grey’s  comprehensive  memoirs, 
Twenty-five  Years,  funiishing 
the  British  view  of  those  consid¬ 
erations  which  lead  up  to  the 
Great  War  as  Page’s  letters  did 
from  the  American  side. 


ROBERT  BA6NELL 

Pastor  Chaos  MstkodUt  Bviseopal 
Ohureh,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

I  wish  more  of  our  preach¬ 
ers,  old  and  young,  would  ask 
such  questions.  We  have  a  good 
deal  of  dissension  among  the 
preachers  here  on  books.  Among 
the  books  I  have  enjoyed  this 
year  are  the  following: 

The  Christ  of  the  Indian 
Road,  by  E.  Stanley  Jones.  The 
point  of  view  presented  is  just 
as  vital  to  America  as  India. 

People  are  tired  of  creeds  and 
sects  and  want  Christ. 

Landmarks  in  the  Struggle 
Between  Science  and  Religion, 
by  James  Y.  Simpson.  A  very 
helpful  book  at  a  time  when 
there  is  so  much  confusion  on  the 
subject.  One  ought  also  to  read 
Man  and  the  Attainment  of  Im¬ 
mortality,  by  the  same  author. 

The  Roots  of  Religion  in  the 
Human  Soul,  by  John  Baillie.  A 
very  helpful  book.  It  will 
greatly  help  any  man  to  cut  away  the  fallacies  and  get  world  which  modem 
down  to  fundamentals.  The  Story  of  Philo 

Fundamental  Ends  of  Life,  by  Rufus  Jones.  Jones  I  have  been  looking  foi 
always  helps  to  brace  the  thinking,  and  always  has  the  it  would  have  been  am 
deep  spiritual  undertone.  book  history  of  philoi 

The  Inner  Life,  essays  in  liberal  evangelicalism,  sec-  tion  to  fifteen  of  the  g 
ond  series.  As  fine  a  series  of  essays  as  I  know  of,  and  days, 
upon  the  most  vital  topics.  It  is  always  refreshing  to  Recent  Psychology 
me  to  follow  the  trend  of  thinking  of  our  English  brethren.  Cyril  E.  Hudson.  Pr 


A  few  weeks  ago  a  young  nunister  wrote 
this  letter: 

"PUass  tsU  ms  three  or  four  good  new  books  to 
read  this  year.  I  want  books  thcU  will  help  me  as  a 
prsaeher.  I  can’t  buy  many  books,  but  /  can  get 
three  or  four  of  the  very  best  books  of  the  year.  I 
don’t  want  stuf  on  preaching  particularly,  but  books 
that  will  help  me  understand  and  interpret  life  and 
our  xoorld  to-day.” 

This  request  was  passed  on  to  a  number 
of  ministers  and  laymen  with  the  request  that 
they  name  three  or  fotur  books  to  meet  the 
need  described.  The  answers  to  this  request 
are  here  printed. 


LOREN  M.  EDWARDS 

Pastor  TrinUy  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Denver,  Colo.  Dilemmas  of  Jesus,  by  James  Black.  How  I 

One  of  the  most  stimulating  books  read  recently  is  wish  I  might  have  heard  these  addresses!  I  like  what 
From  Immigrant  to  Inventor,  by  Michael  Pupin.  Being  the  author  says,  and  even  better  the  clear  straight-out 
the  story  of  the  stmggles  of  a  Serbian  immigrant  to  fashion  in  which  he  says  it. 

conspicuous  success,  it  contains  a  certain  wholesome  phi-  Christ  To-day,  by  Lucius  Bugbee.  I  believe  this  little 
losophy  which  Americans,  both  native  and  naturalized,  book  to  be  bigger  than  it  looks.  Here  is  suggested  the 
might  do  well  to  ponder.  It  is  a  type,  of  course,  of  other  tme  synthesis  of  personal  and  social  Christianity, 
books  somewhat  similar  in  character  which  might  serve  Danger  Zones  of  the  Social  Order,  by  Sherwood  Eddy 
the  same  purpose;  for  example.  On  Becoming  an  Amer-  and  Kirby  Page.  I  make  no  apology  for  including  a  fif- 
ican,  by  Horace  J.  Bridges ;  My  Education  and  Religion,  teen  cent  pamphlet  in  my  list  of  books.  I  do  not  happen 
by  George  A.  Gordon ;  The  Promised  Land,  by  Mary  to  have  the  larger  book.  Makers  of  Freedom,  from  which 
Antin;  or  The  Americanization  of  Edward  Bok.  this  selection  is  made.  But  these  pages  burn  with  living 

Another  type  of  book  which  I  have  read  recently  truth, 
with  great  interest  might  be  represented  by  The  Man  Christian  Worfe  inSouth  America  (two  volumes),  ed- 
Nobody  Knows,  by  Bruce  Barton.  I  place  along  side  ited  by  Frank  K.  Sanders.  This  is  the  ofiScial  report  of 
of  it  The  Dark  Hours,  by  Don  Marquis,  with  the  reflec-  the  Congress  on  Christian  Work  in  South  America,  held 
tion  that  when  laynien  begin  to  write  the  story  of  Jesus,  in  the  spring  of  1925,  in  Montevideo.  If  a  knowledge  of 
studying  the  sources  as  they  would  scientific,  historical,  our  world  is  essential  for  the  modem  minister,  why  not 
or  philosophical  sources,  they  are  almost  invariably  con-  begin  near  home?  Our  ignorance  of  our  neighbors  to  the 
vinced  of  the  truth  of  the  record.  It  is  really  a  most  south  is  almost  a  scandal.  Here  is  “inside  history”  of 
wholesome  exercise  for  the  preacher  who,  in  addition  to  vital  significance. 
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WALLACE  B.  FLEMING 

Prttidtnt  Baktr  UwhotrMy, 

Baldwin,  Kama. 

The  Christ  of  the  Indian 
Road,  by  E.  Stanley  Jones. 

This  book  is  of  value  for  its 
reflection  of  the  beautiful  life 
of  the  author,  and  for  its  reve¬ 
lation  of  present  religious 
tendencies  in  India,  but  it  is 
of  still  greater  value  as  show¬ 
ing  that  if  a  person’s  attitude 
toward  Jesus  Christ  is  right, 
all  other  necessary  matters  of 
religion  take  care  of  them¬ 
selves.  Christ  is  supreme. 

Why  We  Behave  Like  Hu¬ 
man  Beings,  by  George  A.  Dorsey.  Published  by  Har¬ 
per  Brothers.  This  work  contains  a  vast  amount  of 
scientific  information  set  forth  in  a  very  popular  and 
clever  style.  It  is  open  to  criticism  at  several  points, 
but  it  clearly  has  the  value  of  stimulating  one’s  thinking. 

Sermons  of  a  Chemist,  by  Edwin  E.  Slossen.  Pub¬ 
lished  by  Harcourt-Brace  &  Co.  A  very  readable  and 
helpful  book  for  young  ministers.  It  suggests  much  of 
religious  truth  in  scientific  terms,  such  as  appeal  rather 
strongly  in  this  scientific  age. 

ELMER  GUY  CUTSHALL 

Prasidant  Tha  Ilif  School  of  Theology,  Denver,  Colo. 

First  of  all  I  would  recommend  Science  in  the  Modern 
World,  by  Alfred  North  Whitehead. 

It  is  written  from  the  standpoint  of  a  mathematician 
who  is  an  expert  in  physics.  Better  than  any  modem 
man  whom  I  have  read  does  this  man  understand  the  in¬ 
adequacy  of  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  century  mate¬ 
rialistic  scientific  concepts  for  purposes,  not  alone  of 
serving  as  an  adequate  basis  for  a  working  philosophy, 
but  also  for  purposes  of  understanding  ipatter  itself. 
This  is  the  gist  of  the  book.  He  then  points  out  the 
fallacy  of  the  old  antithesis  between  mind  and  matter, 
and  in  discussing  the  “ego-object”  he  shows  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  sinking  the  hyphen  in  a  conception  of  organism 
which  places  the  seer  and  the  thing  seen  in  a  unity. 

There  is  a  book  by  Emile  Boutroux,  member  of  the 
Academie  Francaise,  translated  by  Fred  Rothwell,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Open  Court  people,  entitled  The  Contin¬ 
gency  of  the  Laws  of  Nature. 

These  two  books  seem  to  be  taking  advantage  of  the 
attitude  of  mind  of  the  new  physicists  represented  by 
such  men  as  Einstein,  Michenson,  and  Millikan.  If  this 
endeavor  of  the  new  physicists  should  be  successful,  re¬ 
ligion  and  philosophy  in  certain  quarters  will  need  no 
longer  to  be  tempted  to  be  under  the  grinding  hoofs  of 
the  chemical  and  physical  concepts  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  This  will  open  windows  into  the  spirit  world 
for  the  exacting  and  aggressive  ministerial  minds,  and 
will  give  a  new  sense  of  assurance  in  spiritual  things  in 
a  certain  advanced  section  of  our  leadership. 

P.  H.  MURDICK 

Peutor  Avondale  'Methodiet  Episcopal  Church,  Cinemnati,  Ohio  ■ 

The  Supremacy  of  the  Spiritual,  by  Herbert  A. 
Youtz.  A  splendid  book  that  deals  with  the  despiritual¬ 
ization  of  education,  religion,  and  morals.  A  book  that 


shows  the  weakness  of  much 
of  the  present  psychology. 

The  Twelve  Take  Stock  of 
Us,  by  A.  Boyd  Scott.  A 
series  of  addresses  showing  us 
what  kind  of  men  Jesus 
chooses  for  His  workers,  and 
the  fact  that  we  have  in  our 
own  day  men  of  just  the  same 
stamp.  One  of  the  best  stud¬ 
ies  of  “the  twelve”  I  have  ever 
read. 

Reality  in  Worship,  by 
Willard  Sperry.  I  feel  that 
there  are  few  themes  we  need 
to  study  more  than  those  pre¬ 
sented  in  this  book.  Many 
services  one  is  called  upon  to  attend  are  so  lacking  in 
both  atmosphere  and  tone  that  any  new  light  that  can 
be  secured  that  will  bring  people  into  the  very  presence 
of  God  and  enrich  their  lives  is  of  great  value.  Dean 
Sperry  has  made  a  real  contribution  in  this  study. 

Prayer  as  a  Force,  by  Maude  Royden. 

Creative  Prayer,  by  E.  Hermann.  Here  are  two  books 
on  the  subject  of  prayer  that  I  think  every  preacher 
ought  to  read  and  then  place  on  his  shelves  for  frequent 
reference.  Here  the  meaning  of  prayer,  not  as  an  emo¬ 
tional  effervescence,  but  as  a  living,  vital  force,  affecting 
all  of  life,  is  dealt  with. 

If  I  might  add  a  fifth,  I  would  say.  Cardinal  Ideas  of 
Isaiah,  by  Jefferson.  All  preachers  need  to  spend  more 
time  in  a  study  of  the  prophets,  and  here  is  a  good  be¬ 
ginning. 

JOHN  L.  HILLMAN 

President  Simpson  College,  Indianola,  Iowa 

Among  the  books  that  have  recently  appeared  that 
I  think  he  might  with  profit  purchase  and  read  is  The 
Heights  of  Christian  Love,  by  D.  A.  Hayes.  For  the 
influence  of  this  book  upon  his  own  spirit  I  would  think 
it  decidedly  worth  while.  A  little  volume  entitled  Christ 
To-day,  by  Lucius  H.  Bugbee,  certainly  is  correct  in  its 
emphasis.  The  Story  of  Methodism,  by  H.  E.  Luccock 
and  Paul  Hutchinson,  might  well  claim  the  attention  of 
this  young  preacher.  I  would  also  advise  him  to  procure 
Prohibition  at  Its  Worst,  by  Irving  Fisher.  As  a  lover 
of  the  writings  of  Dr.  William  V.  Kelley,  I  would  nom¬ 
inate  My  Gray  Gull. 

JOHN  W.  LANGDALE 

District  Superintendent  Brooklyn  (South)  District,  New  York 
East  Conference 

I  rarely  recommend  the  same  group  of  books  to  any 
two  preachers.  I  accommodate  my  recommendations  to 
the  needs  of  each.  Nor  do  I  make  any  particular  effort 
to  keep  up  with  the  books  of  the  year.  To  the  average 
minister  I  would  recommend  the  reading  of  these  books: 

The  Reasonableness  of  Christianity,  by  Mackintosh. 
Students  seem  to  be  reading  this  book  more  than  any 
other  one  of  a  religious  nature. 

Jesus  Christ  and  the  Human  Quest,  by  Edwin  Lewis. 
This  book  gives  the  point  of  view  of  one  of  the  most 
promising,  if  not  the  most  promising,  theological  scholars 
in  America. 

Religious  Values,  by  Brightman.  This  fortifies  one 
against  the  most  insidious  attacks  being  made  upon  Chris¬ 
tianity  to-day. 
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The  Worlds*  Living  Religions,  by  Hume.  Thi»  w 
refretluB^  hk  its  raaitj  amid  the  many  half-baioed  de¬ 
scriptions  of  life  in  non-Christian  lamb  that  have  been 
popularized. 

T*he  First  Age  of  Christianity,  by  Ernest  S^tt.  This 
is  simple  and  scholarly. 

I  also  would  recommend  either  of  the  last  two  books 
of  Dr.  Orchard.  Whatever  he  writes  is  always  worth 
while,  and  his  last  two  are  particularly  so. 

DORR  F.  DIEFENDORF 

Pastor  Calvary  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 

Your  inquirer  asks  for  books  **that  will  help  me  un¬ 
derstand  and  interpret  life  and  our  world  to-day.” 

I  am  suggesting  four  which  have  given  and  are  giv¬ 
ing  me  just  that  kind  of  help.  The  list  might  be  greatly 
lengthened,  but  these  are,  in  my  judgment,  worthy  of 
careful  attention : 

The  Psychology  of  Human  Society,  by  Ellwood.  "^This 
book  covers  the  whole  field  of  social  organization,  and 
gives  us  a  clear  picture  of  the  psychological  environment 
within  which  we  do  our  work. 

Religion  in  the  Philosophy  of  WUliam  James,  by  Bix- 
ler.  We  get  a  new  insight  into  the  meaning  of  religion 
as  a  practical  and  living  interest  in  the  thinking  of  this 
great  teacher.  No  thinker  in  the  field  of  religion  can 
escape  from  the  influence  of  James. 

In  Christ's  Stead,  by  Gossip.  Here  we  have  the  great 
human  values  of  our  task  as  preachers  and  teachers  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ  set  forth  in  such  a  way  as  to  arouse 
our  deepest  passion  and  quicken  our  intelligent  efforts. 

Case  Studies  for  Teachers  of  Religion,  by  Watson.  I 
do  not  know  of  another  book  just  like  this  one.  Here  we 
have  incidents  and  examples  from  real  life,  and  most  help¬ 
ful-discussions  and  suggestions  for  our  guidance  'as  teach¬ 
ers  of  religion. 

HARRY  F.  WARD 

Professor  of  Social  Ethics,  Union  Theological  Seminary 

Religion  and  the  Rise  of  Capitalism,  by  Tawney. 
This  book  traces  accurately  the  historic  relation  between 
our  economic  philosophy  and  our  religion. 

Science  and  the  Modem  World,  by  WHiitehead.  This 
deflates  the  superiority  complex  of  alleged  scientists  in 
rdation  to  philosophy  and  religion. 

Story  of  Philosophy,  by  Durant.  This  makes  phi¬ 
losophy  human,  understandable,  and  interesting. 

Why  We  Behave  as  Human  Beings,  by  Dorsey.  This 
summarizes  the  latest  flndings  in  those  sciences  that  are 
attempting  to  explain  hum'an  behavior. 

The  Microbe  Hunters,  hy  De  Gruif.  This  dramatizes 
the  careers  and  discoveries  of  the  great  fighters  against 
disease, '  and  shows  what,  besides  science,  contributed  to 
thdr  success. 

The  War  Guilt,  by  Barnes.  This  punctures  with 
factual  data  the  most  destructive  moral  illusion  of  our 
day. 

You  Can't  Win,  by  Jack  Black.  It  reveals  how  crim¬ 
inals  are  made,  their  attitude  toward  society,  and  the 
failure  of  prisons,  better  than  any  book  that  I  have  read. 

ROBERT  LEONARD  TUCKER 

Pastor  Maple  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Td  the  young  preacher  to  read  From  the  Edge  of 
tlW^Crewd,  hy  Arthur  John  Gossip.  The  infinite  vast¬ 
ness  of  the  themes  of  the  spirit  contained  in  this  book 


wiQ  humble  his  spirit,  yet  stir  his  will  with  aroused  ardor, 
generating  a  jmper  set  of  master  motives  in  the  lives  < 
of  men  about  him  whidi  master  motives  must  come  be-  ' 
fore  the  IQngdom  will  enter  our  midst. 

Tell  him  to  read  Durant’s  The  Story  of  Philosophy^ 

He  needs  to  know  that  Jesus  spoke  never  with  greater 
insight  than  when  He  said,  **As  a  man  thinketh  in  his 
heart,  so  is  he.”  And  this  shows  what  men  have  thought 
and  how  the  evolution  of  thought  has  affected  human  ac¬ 
tion.  No  man  can  redeem  the  present  age  until  he  has 
reasoned  thought,  based  upon  that  which  is  worthiest 
from  the  past,  to  give  to  it. 

The  Renaissance,  the  Protestant  Revolution,  and  the 
Catholic  Reformation  is  the  long  name  of  a  long  book  by 
Prof.  Edward  Maslin  Hulme.  For  showing  us  how  the 
genius  of  modem  religion  was  first  set  in  its  matrix  there 
is  nothing  better.  If  the  preacher  wishes  to  understand 
the  ideals  of  culture  which  people  have  to-day,  the  evan¬ 
gelical  tradition  which  still  fires  a  small  minority,  and 
the  spiritual  wistfulness  of  Roman  Catholicism  at  its  best, 
let  him  read  this  work  with  care. 

There  is  much  nonsense  handed  out  in  the  name  of 
“psychology” ;  but  Edward  Dean  Martin  is  nobody’s  fool. 

In  his  popular  but  accurate  work  entitled  Psychology  is  ^ 
a  wealth  of  information  which  will  help  any  preacher 
to  understand  what  many  of  his  more  intelligent  people 
are  reading  and  thinking. 

The  average  preacher  is  utterly  unequipped  to  deal 
with  those  cases  of  physical  and  spiritual  abnormality 
which  come  to  him.  If  he  only  knew  when  medical  treat¬ 
ment  was  needed,  how  much  more  helpful  would  some  of 
his  advice  be !  If  he  understood  the  simple  elemental  f^icts 
about  the  abnormal  mind,  what  a  sane  ministry  ne  would 
render!  Prof.  McDougal,  in  his  Outline  of  Abnormal 
Psychology,  helps  here  and  lays  us  all  in  his  debt. 

But  tell  the  preacher  these  books  cost  money,  and 
then  tell  him  to  read  less  cheap  books  and  fewer  of  the 
more  thorough  books  which  show  reflective  thinking  upon 
the  theme  which  they  profess  to  treat.  The  preacher 
Cannot  read  'everything ;  therefore  he  must  read  the  best, 
and  the  best  costs. 

ARLO  A.  BROWN  ^ 

President  University  of  Chattanooga,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  ^ 

One  should  know  the  training  and  special  interests 
of  your  friend  before  selecting  three  books'  as  best  for 
him.  Without  any  such  information,  and  assuming  that 
you  include  September,  1925,  as  within  the  time  limit, 

I  recommend  The  Story  of  Philosophy,  by  Will  Durant ; 
Jesus  and  Our  Generation,  by  Gilkey,  and  One  Increasing 
Purpose,  by  Hutchinson.  Every  preacher  should  know 
what  the  best  philosophers  have  thought  about  life,  and 
Dr.  Durant  has  made  his  story  vivid  and  stimulating  as 
well  as  informational.  Dr.  Gilkey  knows  the  pwt,  but 
lives  in  the  present  and  future.  He  also  appreciates  the 
problems  of  his  fellow  men  in  distant  lands  as  well  as 
in  his  own.  Hence  his  interpretation  will  make  Christian 
preachers  better  informed,  and  at  the  same  time  more 
earnest  Christians.  Hutchinson’s  novel  is  the  most  stim¬ 
ulating  and  ennobling  work  of  fiction  that  I  have  read  in 
the  past  twelve  months. 

Other  1925-26  books  which  crowd  for  a  place  in  the  ^ 
list  for  a  preacher  are:  The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road, 
by  Jones;  Reality  in  Worship,  by  Sperry;  Lincoln  in  the 
Prmrie  Days,  by  Sandburg,  and  Evangelical  Humansem, 
by  Hough. 
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IT  IS  astonishing, 
when  you  cbnsider 
her  influence,  how 
little  most  Methodists 
know  about  Barbara 
Heck.  Perhaps  if  the 
Methodist  Church  had 
followed  the  Roman  cus¬ 
tom  of  canonieing  its 
finest  souls,  and  she  had 
been  called  Saint  Bar¬ 
bara — or,  to  distinguish 
her.  Saint  Barbara  of 
Manhattan  —  we  might 
be  more  interested  in 
her.  Or  if  she  had  mar¬ 
ried  anybody  except  Mr. 

Heck  —  if,  for  example, 
she  had  been  Barbara 
Montmorency  or  some¬ 
thing  on  that  order — ^we 
might  have  ccmie  closer 
to  reckoning  her  at  her 
true  worth.  It  is  hard 
to  associate  romance 
with  a  person  named 
Heck.  I  once  lived  in  a 
dormitory  that  had  been 
named  after  Barbara. 

It  was  a  dormitory  built 
with  the  carefully  treas¬ 
ured  mite-box  money  of 
the  women  of  Methodism. 

Yet  there  always  seemed 

to  be  a  snigger  hovering  at  hand  when  any  of  our  col 
legiate  neighbors  referred  to  the  building  by  name.  Nev 


from  “The  Story  of  Methodiem.’ 


Permittion  V  MHhoiiet  Book  Coneem 

BARBARA  HECK 


Barbara  Heck 

The  Historians  Tried  to  Keep  Her  Buried  in 
New  York,  But  She  Came  to  Life 
Again  in  Canada! 

•  ‘  By  Paul  Hutchinson 


never  have  been  heard  of 
if  it  hadn’t  been  for  Bar¬ 
bara  Heck. 

No;  if  you  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  way  in  which 
Methodism  got  its  start 
in  this  country,  you  can 
well  afford  to  leave  the 
gentlemen  who  want  to 
argue  about  Strawbridge 
and  Embury  to  their  an- 
tiquarianisms,  while  you 
turn  your  attention  to 
the  heiavy-set  little 
woman  in  the  poke  boo¬ 
klet  and  the  unadorned 
dress  who  was  the  wife  of 
Paul  Heck,  sometime  res¬ 
ident  of  New  York. 

Louis  XIV  Gets  Into 
the  Plot 

Behind  Barbara 
Heck’s  coming  to  New 
York  there  lies  the  story 
of  the  Palatines.  It  may 
be  you  remember  that 
story.  It  grew  out  of 
one  of  those  interminable 
campaigns  when  Marl¬ 
borough  was  fighting  the 
armies  of  Louis  XIY. 
Just  what  they  were 


fighting  about,  as  South¬ 
ey’s  grandfather  had  to  admit  to  little  Peterkin,  it  is 
hard  to  say.  But  they  were  fighting,  and  the  armies  of 
ertheless,  Barbara  Heck,  forthright  woman  that  she  was,  Louis  had  forced  their  way  to  the  Rhine.  Then,  since 
and  a  bit  gaunt  at  times,  had  her  touch  of  romance.  We  the  Palatinate,  as  that  region  was  called,  was  inhabited 


will  do  well  not  to  forget  her. 

Ladies  First! 


by  Protestants,  Louis,  to  show  how  good  a  Catholic  he 
was,  and  to  live  up  to  his  reputation  as  the  ‘‘Grand 
Monarch,”  started  laying  waste  the  country.  The 
For  years  the  Methodists  of  America  have  been  try-  Palatines  came  trooping  into  Marlborough’s  lines  by 
ing  to  make  up  their  minds  whether  Robert  Strawbridge  the  thousands.  Queen  Anne  had  six  thousand  of 
or  Philip  Embury  founded  the  church  in  this  country,  them  transported  from  Rotterdam  to  London  at  one  time. 
It  would  hardly  be  true  to  the  facts  to  say  that  the  church  and  more  followed  on  later  boats.  They  proved  more  of 
as  a  whole  has  worked  up  much  of  a  lather  over  this  issue,  a  problem  to  the  England  of  that  period  than  did  the 
but  a  lot  of  good  men  have  spent  a  lot  of  good  time  Belgian  refugees  of  1914.  Many  of  them  were  shipped 
arguing  back  and  forth  as  to  the  priority  claims  of  the  on  to  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  North  Carolina,  tl^re 
preacher  at  Sam’s  Creek,  Maryland,  or  John  Street,  New  being  no  quotas  at  that  time  to  delay  them  in  transit. 
York.  I  hasten  to  explain  that  I  have  nothing  against  The  rest  scattered  in  all  directions  over  the  British  Isles, 
either  claimant  for  the  honor.  But  I  cannot  help  feeling  One  colony — John  Wesley  said  there  were  110  families 
that  it  is,  after  all,  a  fairly  empty  argument.  For  Robert  in  it — settled  in  Ireland,  near  Limerick. 

Strawbridge  was  a  solitary  sort  of  a  man,  who  never  could 

or  would  fit  into  the  closely-knit  machine  that  Asbury  i  Act  II  in  Ireland 

made  Methodism.  As  a  result,  Strawbridge  lived  and  Fight  acres  were  given  these  transplanted  German 
worked  and  died  without  having  much  connection  with  Protestants  for  every  person  who  settled  in  Ireland.  But 
the  rest  of  American  Methodism.  And  Philip  Embury,  they  never  seem  to  have  been  particnlarly  happy  there, 
while  an  estimable  gentleman who  came  to  an  untimely  The  Methodist  movement,  when  it  readied  them,  found 
end  from  getting  tangled  up  in  his  own  scythe,  would  them  unusually  responsive  to  its  approach.  Wesley  used 
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to  like  to  get  into  their  nejig^^rit<^  when  on  his  Irish 
preaching  tours,  for  he  fouiid  tte  Methodist  ideals  having 
a  clear  impress  on  the  life  of  the  oonusuinities.  But  the 
Palatines  were  never  firmly  tied  to  Irriand.  Soon  Weriey 
found  their  old  haunts  deserted.  They  had  been  in  the 
forefront  of  that  emigration  to  the  New  World  which, 
together  with  the  potato  blight,  was  to  reduce  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  Ireland  by  more  than  one  half. 

Philip  Embury,  a  Methodist  local  preacher,  was  with 
a  shipload  of  these  Palatines  who  emigrated  from  the 
port  of  Limerick  to  New  York  in  1760.  Whether  his 
cousin,  Barbara  Heck,  with  her  husband  and  her  boys, 
was  in  the  same  company,  I  am  not  sure.  Some  of  the 
historians  say  she  was ;  some  that  she  didn’t  reach  New 
York  until  1766.  It  makes  little  difference  one  way  or 
the  other.  Even  in  those  days  New.  York  seems  to  have 
been  a  place  that  would  have  drawn  the  reprobation  of 
the  Board  of  Temperance,  Prohibition,  and  Public  Morals. 
The  Methodists  who  had  come  over  with  Embury,  stran¬ 
gers  in  a  strange  land,  hesitated  to  introduce  their 
peculiar  religious  practices.  Embury,  who  was  a  retiring 
sort  of  a  man,  did  little  to  stir  them  up.  Some  of  them 
kept  their  religious  interest  alive,  but  in  private.  But 
most  of  them  just  plaiq  backslid. 


An  Explosion 

It  is  at  this  point  that  Barbara  Heck  enters  the  story. 
I  incline  to  the  belief  that  ^e  did  not  land  in  New  Yo^ 
until  1766,  for  by  1766  she  was  beginning  to  make  life 
burdensome  for  Embury,  who  was  her  cousin.  And  I 
doubt  whether  she  could  have  been  quiet  all  that  time  if 
she  had  been  in  the  city  ever  since  1760.  At  any  rate, 
by  the  winter  of  1766  the  situation  was  beginning  to  get 
on  Barbara’s  nerves,  or  conscience,  as  you  prefer.  To 
her  it  seemed  that  the  whole  group  which  had  come  out 
of  the  godly  communities  which  John  Wesley  had  praised 
in  Irdand  was  headed  straight  for  destruction.  The  more 
she  brooded  on  the  conditions,  the  more  she  felt  that 
something  must  be  done.  Then,  one  night,  she  visited 
the  home  of  her  brother,  and  what  she  found  there  brought 
the  outburst  which  was  to  give  Methodism  its  real  start 
in  America. 

Several  times  the  story  has  been  told  how  Barbara 
Heck,  finding  her  brother  and  his  friends  gambling  at 
the  card  table,  swept  the  cards  into  her  apron,  and  from 
her  apron  into  the  fire,  and  then  gave  the  gaping  game¬ 
sters  such  detailed  information  as  to  their  ultimate  desti¬ 
nation  unless  they  repented  of  their  misdeeds  that  none 
dared  venture  a  word  of  expostulation  ere  she  swept  out 
of  the  house.  Without  waiting  for  the  morning,  she  im¬ 
mediately  went  around  to  her  cousin’s  little  house  on  what 
is  now  Park  Place,  and  there  demanded  that  he,  as  a  local 
preacher,  begin  more  faithfully  to  discharge  his  duties. 

“Brother  Embury,”  she  cried,  “you  must  preach  to 
us  or  we  shall  all  go  to  hell,  and  God  will  require  your 
blood  at  our  hands!” 

Poor  Embury!  His  conscience  had  been  pricking  him 
for  a  long  time,  for  it  did  not  seem  just  right  that  a 
Methodist  local  preacher  should  be  in  a  city  with  as  ap¬ 
parent  moral  needs  as  New  York,  and  nobody  be  the 
wiser.  But  he  had  worked  out  an  excuse  for  his  inactivity 
that  at  least  quieted  his  own  mind,  and  this  he  tried  now. 
“Where  shall  I  preach?”  he  asked.  “How  can  I  preach, 
for  I  have  neither  a  hpuse  nor  a  congregation.” 

This  was  pretty  thin  stuff  for  a  Methodist  preacher 
of  those  times,  and  Barbara  Heck  was  not  to  be  put  off 
with  it.  “Preach  in  your  own  house  and  to  your  own 


company  first,”  she  retorted.  And  the  story  nins  that 
she  herself  went  out  and  drummed  up  the  first  congre- 
gation,  which  proved  to  number  five  persons.  At  that,  ^ 
if  the  old  prints  are  at  all  accurate,  that  congregation 
must  have  nearly  filled  the  house  in  which  it  met ! 

That  was  the  start  of  open,  acknowledged,  and  vig¬ 
orous  Methodism  in  America.  From  that  start,  as  is 
known  by  all  Methodists,  the  growth  was  rapid.  Embury 
proved  a  good  preacher,  and  Captain  Webb,  when  he 
came  along,  was  even  more  of  an  attraction.  The  con¬ 
gregation  grew  too  large  for  any  house;  too  large  for 
the  famous  rigging  loft.  Finally  it  had  to  build  a  chapel 
of  its  own.  We  do  not  see  Barbara  Heck  quite  so  clearly 
during  this  period,  but  we  know  she  was  there.  She  was 
especially  active  when  it  came  to  taking  the  subscription 
for  the  new  chapel.  One  gets  the  impression  of  her  as  a 
sori  of  original  Ladies’  Aider. 


Th©  Trail  Through  Canada 

Finally,  Embury  left  New  York.  We  are  not  quite 
sure  why.  Perhaps  the  city  became  overcrowded.  Per¬ 
haps  he  did  not  fancy  the  new  arrangements  brought 
about  by  Captain  Webb  and  the  regular  Methodist 
preachers  who  came  over  from  England.  At  any  rate,  ^ 
he  moved  out  on  a  farm  in  the  village  of  Camden,  New  * 
York.  And  there  Barbara  Heck,  with  her  husband  and 
her  three  sons,  followed  him.  But  even  there  the  Heck 
family  seems  to  have  been  restless.  Perhaps  it  was  the 
pioneer  spirit  in  them.  Perhaps  the  gathering  storm  of 
the  Revolutionary  War  had  its  effect.  At  any  rate,  in 
the  year  before  the  shot  heard  round  the  world  was  fired 
at  Concord  bridge,  the  Hecks  moved  again,  this  time  to 
what  was  then  called  upper  Canada — ^now  the  province 
of  Quebec.  Then,  after  considerable  shifting  about,  they 
came  to  their  final  destination  near  the  village  of  Augusta 
in  lower  Canada  (Ontario),  and  there,  in  a  churchyard 
near  the  Saint  Lawrence,  you  can  find  to-day  the  graves 
of  Paul  Heck,  who  departed  this  life  in  1792,  and  of  his 
beloved  wife,  Barbara,  who  finished  her  course  in  1804. 

But  there  is  one  thing  to  notice  before  we  end  the 
story.  It  has  already  been  said  that,  after  the  work  was 
once  started  in  New  York,  and  while  the  settled  congre¬ 
gational  life  was  under  way,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  Barbara 
Heck  clearly.  But  just  as  soon  as  the  Heck  family  began 
to  move  again,  you  can  trace  their  progress  through  his¬ 
tory  with  almost  as  much  ease  as  you  can  trace  the  move¬ 
ments  of  Washington’s  army.  Why?  The  answer  is  very 
simple.  Because  everywhere  that  Barbara  Heck  settled, 
even  for  a  short  period,  she  started  a  Methodist  society ! 
And  they  were  the  sort  of  societies  that  endured.  For 
a  long  time  the  Methodist  historians  tried  to  hold  her  in 
New  York  to  the  end  of  her  career,  and  had  her  safely 
buried  in  Trinity  churchyard.  But  they  couldn’t  keep 
her  hidden  that  way.  The  record  that  she  had  left  in 
these  new  Methodist  societies  that  marked  her  trail  was 
too  clearly  blazed  not  to  be  at  last  discovered! 

After  all,  what  does  it  greatly  matter  whether  Philip 
Embury  preached  the  first  Methodist  sermon  in  America  ? 
Concerning  Embury  it  is  hard  to  work  up  much  enthusi¬ 
asm.  He  was  a  minor  sort  of  an  individual  to  whom  we 
have  labored — without  much  success — to  attach  a  ficti¬ 
tious  importance.  It  was  Barbara  Heck  that  was  im¬ 
portant.  And  she  was  important  not  only  for  what  shej0 
was  and  did,  but  because  she  was  a  perfect  example  of 
the  sort  of  Methodist  who  was  responsible  for  the  spread¬ 
ing  of  Methodism  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
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«  Meeting  Its  Community  Needs 


JOHN  BTEWABT  MEMORIAL  SETTLEMENT  HOUSE 


AN  outstanding 
achieve- 
^^ment  in 
church  adaptation 
to  meet  the  needs  of 
an  expanding  indus¬ 
trial  city  commu¬ 
nity  is  the  John 
Stewart  Memorial 
Settlement  House  of 
Trinity  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church, 

Gary.  Ind. 

The  last  week  in 
November  marked 
the  close  of  the  sixth 
year  of  the  history 
of  this  institution, 
and  was  featured  by 
a  befitting  anniver- 
\  sary  program.  Sun¬ 
day,  November  28, 
was  the  culmination 
day.  At  the  11 
o’clock  hour.  Dr.  B.  F.  Smith,  pastor  Scott  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Detroit,  preached  the  anniversary 
sermon.  At  3  o’clock  occurred  the  unveiling  of  a  bronze 
tablet  in  honor  of  Judge  Elbert  Gary,  the  Methodist 
Epis^pa^  Church,  and  the  citizens  of  Gary,  whose  lib¬ 
eral  support  had  made  possible  this  splendid  institution. 
For  this  ceremony,  the  principal  address  was  delivered 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  G.  Seaman,  pastor  First  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Gary.  The  pastor  of  the  St.  Paul 
Baptist  Church,  Dr.  Lovelace,  and  his  trained  choir,  par¬ 
ticipated  also  in  this  service.  The  Stewart  Settlement 
House  band  provided  the  music  for  the  occasion. 

A  vesper  service  at  6  o’clock  concluded  the  anniver¬ 
sary  program.  Quite  appropriately  were  the  sentiments 
of  the  occasion  mingled  with  those  of  patriotism  as  At¬ 
torney  W.  C.  Hueston,  justice  of  the  peace,  delivered  a 
forceful  address  upon  “The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.”  He  stressed  the  importance  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tional  amendments,  particularly  the  thirteenth  and  four¬ 
teenth,  to  insure  the  stability  and  prosperity  of  a  re¬ 
publican  form  of  government. 

On  the  Sunday  preceding  the  anniversary  the  church 
was  honored  with  the  presence  of  the  resident  bishop. 
Bishop  Clair  preached  an  inspiring,  challenging  sermon. 
Later,  December  12,  Dr.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes  was  present 
and  preached.  On  Tuesday  night  of  anniversary  week 
the  report  of  pastor-superintendent,  the  Rev.  Frank  S. 
Delaney,  was  rendered  to  the  board  of  directors  of  Stew¬ 
art  House.  For  six  years  this  institution  has  stood  to 
promote  in  the  community  standards  of  health,  educa¬ 
tion,  recreation,  employment,  and  information  through 
Christian  ideals  and  racial  good  will.  Its  activities  com¬ 
prise  reading  and  rest  room;  temporary  relief  for  fami¬ 
lies  ;  collects  and  distributes  used  clothes ;  free  emplby- 
^ment  and  information  bureau;  medical  and  legal  aid  to 
unfortunates ;  quarters  for  church  school ;  men  and  wom¬ 
en’s  industrial,  literary,  and  recreational  clubs ;  Boy 
Scouts  and  Camp  fHre  Girls ;  classes  in  music  and  sew¬ 
ing  ;  public  shower  baths,  tennis  court,  and  playgrounds ; 


furnished  rooms  for  working  girls,  and  community  laun¬ 
dry. 

Rendering  such  service  to  the  community,  the  su¬ 
perintendent’s  annual  report  shows  during  the  year  1926 
the  following  record  of  achievement: 


Meals  for  dependent  women  and  children .  10,238 

Night’s  lodging  for  dependent  men,  women,  and  children....  2,364 

Garments  given  to  dependents . . . '. .  1,167 

Number  using  the  community  laundry . . .  488 

Shoes  given  to  dependent  men,  women,  "and  children  (pairs)  89 

Number  of  meetings  held  in  the  budding .  660 

Number  of  clubs  and  societies  who  used  the  building .  41 

Number  of  people  attending  meetings  in  the  building .  37,917 

Number  who  used  the  shower  baths .  290 

Employment' secured  for  men  and  women .  444 

Temporary  relief  to  families  in  the  community .  96 

Medical  aid  furnished .  160 

Legal  aid  furnished . 35 

Quarters  furnished  community  church  school  attendance .  14,640 

Music  lessons  given  in  building . 196 

Band  rehearsals  . 101 

Chorus  meetings  .  78 

Community  forum  from  6  to  7.30  o’clock  every  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning,  attendance  .  5,223 

Young  People’s  Club: 

T.  M.  T.  M.  Club .  1,660 

Camp  Fire  Girls .  120 

Wood  Craft  .  180 

Boy  Scouts  .  1,676 

Four  H.  Club  .  82 

Men’s  Luncheon  Club  (organized  sixty  members) .  60 

Conferences  .  196 

Men’s  Civic  Industrial  Club . 696 

Using  lobby,  radio,  and  reading  room .  6,729 

Telephone  calls  .  8,666 

Community  calls  by  social  worker  .  1,428 

Service  calls . . .  266 

Investigation  by  social  worker .  102 

Tennis,  junior  and  senior  ball  clubs,  basketball,  track  team. 


and  plaground. 

They  co-operate  with  men  and  women’s  clubs  and 
lodges,  fraternal  organizations,  American  Red  Cross, 
township  trustees,  public  schools,  public  library,  V.  M. 
C.  A.,  W.  C.  T.  U.,  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  settlement  houses  of 
Calumet  ^region,  juvenile  court,  children’s  guardian,  in¬ 
dustrial  welfare  workers  of  mills,  and  the  welfare  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  city. 

Such  a  church  is  not  merely  a  preaching  station,  but 
a  center  of  social  salvation  for  all  who  come  within  its 
beneficent  ministry. 
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Bethune-Cookman  Collegiate  Institute  || 


That  **big  oaks  from  little 
acorns  grow”  expresses  an 
observation  of  fact  in  the 
plant  world  from  the  time  of  the 
forest  primeval  to  the  present.  In 
that  statement  we  have  a  sugges¬ 
tion  of  fact  of  growth  and  of  the 
direction,  but  nothing  as  to  the 
method  or  the  philosophy  of  the 
growth  of  an  acorn  into  the  giant 
oak.  Likewise  our  social  institu¬ 
tions  grow  from  small  beginnings 
into  great  towering  agencies  of  so¬ 
cial  progress,  while  the  casual  ob¬ 
server  frequently  is  aware  of  only 
its  presence.  In  order  to  insure 
'  our  due  loyalty  to  such  institutions, 
and  to  help  perpetuate  their  minis¬ 
try  of  usefulness  to  society,  it  were 
well  for  us  to  devote  some  time  to 
their  study;  how  they  were  con¬ 
ceived  and  projected;  what  forces 
have  entered  into  the  making  of 
them;  what  their  present  ability; 
what  their  future  prospects,  and 
what  is  our  social  obligations  to 
them  as  they  faithfully  serve  so¬ 
ciety.  The  thrill  of  a  lifetime  comes  from  such  a  study 
of  Bethune-Cookman  €3ollege  at  Daytona,  Fla.  One  reads 


FAITH  HALL— FIRST  BUILDING  ERECTED 


of  no  more  remarkable  cycle  of  growth  in  the  life  of  any 
institution  than  is  illustrated  in  this  school.  It  is  the 
only  story  we  know  of  in  which  the  thread  of  growth 
leads  from  the  insignificant  investment  of  $1.50  all  the 
way  to  the  colossal  return  of  $500,000.  For  that  is  a 
conservative  appraisal  of  the  value  of  Bethune-Cookman 
College  at  the  present  time. 

In  1904,  just  twenty-two  years  ago — only  a  day  as 
the  age  of  puissant  social  ins\itutions  are  timed — ^in  a 
little  cabin,  rented  on  credit,  a  lone  Negro  woman  began 


to  teach  five  children  and  to  inspire  them  to  become  pro¬ 
ficient  in  head,  heart,  and  hand.  She  was  “th»s  prepar¬ 
ing  them  morally,  spiritually,  intellectually,  and  indus¬ 
trially  for  the  responsibilities  of  life.”  During  these 
days  of  origins,  the  schoolroom  furnishings  consisted  of 
cast-off  pieces  of  furniture  begged  from  Daytona  house¬ 
holders,  and  pine  boxes  and  fruit  crates  for  seats.  The 
site  on  which  the  school  stands  was  at  that  time  an  old 
dumping  ground  which  she  secured  by  a  first  payment 
of  $5  “down  and  the  balance  in  installments”  made  cer¬ 
tain  by  promissory  notes.  Concerts  and  festivals  by  her¬ 
self  and  the  students  was  the  method  of  obtaining  the 

first  payment.  With^y 
high-souled  pur¬ 


WEST  CAMPUS,  SHOWING  COOKMAN  HALL,  BOYS’  DORMITORY.  AND  CURTIS  HALL.  GIRLS’ 

DORMITORY 


pose  on  that  lowly 
path,  this  lonely 
woman  trudged  un¬ 
daunted  until  1905, 
when  she  procured 
from  the  State  of 
Florida  the  charter 
for  her  “school.” 
With  the  charter 
came  'a  board  of 
trustees  and  an  ad¬ 
visory  board.  The 
subsequent  period 
of  twenty  years  was 
filled  with  varying 
fortunes,  contribut¬ 
ing,  however,  to 
the  growth  of  thewl 
institution,  as  in 
the  case  '  of  the 
storms  that  batter 
and  baffle  the  oak. 
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modern  barn,  a  syrup  mill,  Jnule 
and  wagon,  cows,  poultry,  rad 
pigs.  A  canning  department  pro¬ 
vides  himdreds  of  quarts  of  toma¬ 
toes,  okra,  beans,  for  both  school 
and  community  consitmplion. 
Asked  how  she  came  into  poaaes- 
sion  of  her  cows,  Mrs.  Bethune’s 
response  was:  A  good  lady  from 
Ridgewood,  N.  J.,  gave  the  first 
$75  for  the  purchase  of  our  first 
cow — ^her  name  is  Ridgewood.  An¬ 
other  good  lady  from  Longmeadow, 
Mass.,  gave  another  $76  for  the 
purchase  of  our  second  sow — ^her 
name  is  Longmeadow — and  the 
others  came  in  various  ways.’* 
“How  did  you  get  your  mule?” 
She  said :  “It  makes  me  smile  when 
I  think  about  that.  I  needed  a 
mule  very  badly,  and  I  didn’t  have 


COOKMAN  HALL — B0T8’  DORMITORY  a  dime  with  which  to  purchase  one. 


its  present  magnificent  proportions.  In  1907  the  first 
building,  “Faith  Hall,”  was  “prayed  up,  sung  up,  and 
talked  up.”  It  serves  as  boys’  dormitory,  pending  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  new  boys’  dormitory  building,  which 
will  include  also  the  refectory.  “White  Hall,”  the  ad¬ 
ministration  building,  was  erected  in  1916;  to  it  was 
added  in  1918  the  main  auditorium,  which  is  the  new 
chapel.  In  1922  a  modern  fireproof  brick  building,  iJie 
girls’ i  dormitory,  was  constructed.  Fot*  thirteen  years 
McLeod  Hospital  has  been  regarded  as  the  “mercy  spot,” 
not  for  the  school  alone,  but  for  the  entire  east  coast  of 
Florida. 

Three  years  ago  the  unprecedented  work  of  Mrs. 
Bethune  had  so  attracted  attention  of  the  Methodist 
•  Episcopal  Church  that  a  merger  was  effected  between  the 
Daytona  institution  and  Cookman  Institute,  a  Methodist 
Episcopal  institution  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.  Cookman  had 
been  maintained  by  the  church  for  fifty  years,  having 
been  the  first  institution  of  higher  learning  for  Negroes 
li^^Dded  in  Florida.  The  merger  thus  brought  added 
^  ^  t  r  e  n  g  t  h  ,  but 


A  good  fnend  from  Cleveland  was 
here.  I  told -him  a  man  had  this  mule  for  sale,  and  I 
didn’t  know  whether  he  was  a  good  mule  or  not.  I  asked 
him  to  please  go  over  and  look  at  him  and  see  if  he 
thought  he  was  all  right.  I  was  trusting  in  my  heart  he 
would  buy  him  for  me.  I  didn’t  dare  ask  him,  because 
he  had  done  so  much  for  me  already;  but  I  just  believed 
he  would  buy  the  mule  (faith).  He  came  back  and  said 
to  me:  ‘I  saw  the  mule.  He  is  a  little  old,  but  I  t.KiwIf 
he  is  pretty  good.’  Then  'he  went  away.  I  got  weak  in 
my  knees.  I  followed  him  to  the  gate,  but  he  said  noth¬ 
ing  more  about  the  mule.  I  came  back  to  my  desk  and 
went  to  work,  holding  the  thought  that  he  would  get  it. 
Night  came ;  I  went  to  bed  and  dreamed  about  that  mule. 
Early  in  the  morning  a  telephone  message  came:  *Mrs. 
Bethune,  I  told  that  man  to  send  that  mule  out  there, 
and  if  you  haven’t  the  money  to  pay  for  it,  go  to  the  post 
office.  You  will  find  a  check  there.’  I  clapped  my  hands 

and  said:  *Thank  you,  Mr.  - ;  you  know  I  didn’t 

have  a  dime  to  pay  for  that  mule.’  Thus  the  mule  got 
on  the  farm.” 


larger  opportuni- 
{ties  and  responsi¬ 
bilities  to  the  en¬ 
larged  institution 
under  its  new  name, 
Daytona  -  Cookman 
Institute. 

At  present  the 
plant  consists  of 
twelve  buildings — 
four  of  these  are  of 
modem  brick  stmc- 
ture  —  on  thirty- 
two  acres  of  culti¬ 
vated  land,  a  mod¬ 
ern  brick  laundry, 
^  well-equipped  li- 
^kary,  a  hospital 
and  training  school 
for  nurses,  a  home 
garden  for  demon¬ 
stration  purpose,  a 
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Academic  courses  offered  at  the  school  are  those  of 
junior  college,  high  school,  trade  agriculture,  home  eco¬ 
nomics,  business,  nurse  training,  religious  education.  A 
corps  of  forty-five  teachers  and  assistants  comprise  the 
faculty  of  the  institution.  Its  graduates  have  gone  into 
the  home  and  industrial. life  of  the  people  all  over  the 
Southland  as  cooks,  dressmakers,  laundrywomen,  teach¬ 
ers,  homemakers,  supervisors  of  schools,  nurses,  etc.  The 
student  body — nearly  400 — ^is  comprised  of  young  folk 
from  Florida  and  numerous  States  of  the  United  States, 
from  Africa  and  the  West  Indies.  An  extension  feature 
of  the  school  is  the  work  of  its  three  missions  at  Tomoka 
Camps,  as  far  as  fifteen  miles  frcmi  the  institution.  Here 
n^lected  children  of  the  turpentine  camps  are  taught 
Bible  reading  and  how  to  sing  and  to  sew  and  to  play. 

Here  has  been  told  the  story  of  one  of  the  most  heroic 
achievements  known  in  educational  annals.  Back  of  its 
possibilities  were  definite  causes.  This  institution,  whose 
current  expense  budget  is  $85,000  annually,  had  its  gen¬ 
erating  cause  in  a  soulful  interest  in  Negro  youth  and 
faith  in  our  racial  possibilities.  As  deep  respondeth 
unto  deep,  self-interest,  self-respect,  and  heroism  beget 
merited  interest  and  response  from  society.  The  milk 
of  hmnan  kindness  is  still  fresh  and  abundant.  Faith, 
grit,  and  worthy  desire  found  themselves  like  a  rubber 
ball  rebounding  when  once  they  stru.ck  the  wall  of  com¬ 
munity  interest,  convincing  the  public  mind  of  the  jus¬ 
tice  and  righteousness  of  the  espoused  cause.  ‘‘My 
white  friends,”  says  Mrs.  Bethune  in  her  appeal  to  Negro 
friends  for  help,  “have  stood  by  me  like  a  stone  wall, 
aiding  me  in  bringing  the  plant  to  its  present  efficiency.” 

The  personnel  of  the  present  board  of  trustees  is 
largely  of  white  friends  and  patrons  who  have  sponsored 
the  school  for  years.  Mr.  James  N.  Gamble,  of  Cincin¬ 
nati;  Messrs.  Harrison  Rhodes,  of  New  York;  Smith 
Young,  of  Lansing,  Mich.;  Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt; 
Mr.  Fred  J.  Niver,  Dr.  D.  T.  Smith,  both  of  Daytona; 
Messrs.  D.  T.  Hanley,  of  Vermont;  L.  N.  Gatch,  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati;  Mesdames  Williard  Straight,  of  New  York,  and 
F.  M.  Chapman,  of  New  Jersey,  and  Dr.  Arthur  W. 
Smith  and  Chas.  F.  Kinne,  of  Jacksonville,  are  among 
the  representative  white  friends  on  the  board,  while  the 
official  representation  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  is  through  Resident  Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson, 
than  whom  none  shows  a  more  genviine  interest. 

Other  supporters  in  generous,  measure  are  the  col¬ 
ored  constituency  of  Florida  and  elsewhere.  Two  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Conferences,  the  Florida  and  South 
Florida,  both  ministers  and  laymen,  have  espoused  the 
institution’s  well-being,  some  of  them  at  personal  sacri¬ 
fice.  This  has  been  noticeably  true  of  ministers  of  both 
Conferences. 

Recently  the  name  of  the  school  was  changed  frmn 
Daytona-Cookman  Institute  to  Bethune-Cookman  Col¬ 
lege,  in  fitting  recognition  and  commemoration  of  its 
founder  and  present  president,  Mrs.  Mary  McLeod  Be¬ 
thune.  Among  all  the  contributing  causes  to  the  suc¬ 
cessful  development  of  this  half-million  dollar  educa¬ 
tional  plant  from  its  initial  invested  capital  of  $1.50, 
must  be  reckoned  the  personality  of  this  woman  of  des- 
tU||r;  It  was  this  investment  that,  proved  the  truth  of 
Emerson’s  cryptic  statement  that  “An  institution  is  but 
the  lengthened  i^mmIow  of  a  great  man.”  This  school  is 
the  projection  fif  her  soul  life — ^its  concepts,  ideals,  as¬ 
pirations,  and  mdtiree — ^into  brick  and  timber  and  other 
sotds  tiiat  have  beeD  inspired  by  her  presence  and  labors. 


md  J 
itlw 


Her  vision  of  a  much-needed  service  for  her  race  and 
for  society  in  the  larg^  coupled  with  her  simple  fai 
in  divine  Providence,  urged  and  sustained  her  on  he 
great  adventure  that  has  benefited  thousands,  and  will 
be  a  benediction  to  many  more  yet  unborn. 

President  Mary  McLeod  Bethune  was  one  of  seven¬ 
teen  children  who,  as  descendants  of  slave  parents,  first 
saw  the  light  of  day  in  a  three-room  log  cabin  on  a  little 
rice  farm,  three  miles  out  from  Mayesville,  S.  C.  She 
was  too  poor  to  go  to  school,  but  God  provided  a  way 
that  she  might  satisfy  the  early  yearnings  of  her  youth¬ 
ful  heart  for  an  education  which  she  might  use  in  the 
uplift  of  her  race.  A  white  w(Hnan  interested  in  Negro 
education,  Miss  Mary  Crisman,  a  dressmaker  of  modest 
means,  of  Denver,  Colo.,  gave  her  a  scholarship.  This 
enabled  the  aspiring  young  student,  when  she  received 
what  was  offered  in  the  curriculum  of  the  Presbyterian 
Mission  School  'at  Mayesville,  to  go  to  Scotia  Coll^^, 
Concord,  N.  C.,  and  to  the  Moody'Bible  Training  School 
in  Chicago.  “Then  a  few  terms  of  teaching  in  missions 
and  public  schools  in  Georgia  and  Florida;  then  mar¬ 
riage,  motherhood,  sorrow,  and  loss.”  Truly  can  the 
secret  of  this  institution’s  steady  and  secure  growth  b^^ 
found  in  the  explanation  given  in  her  own  words:  “ThisH 
work  grew  out  of  my  soul.  The  seed  was  planted  in  my 
heart  when  I  was  in  darkness  myself.  Whatever  I  have 
accomplished  has  been  in  answer  to  prayer.” 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  her  school  slogan  is  “Our  Whole 
School  for  Christ,”  and  that  her  annual  report  to  the 
board  of  trustees  should  contain  this  moving  paragraph : 
“In  the  very  beginning  of  our  work  we  emphasized  the 
spiritual  training  of  our  school  family.  We  endeavored 
to  exercise  over  them  an  influence  of  spiritual  develop¬ 
ment  by  surrounding  them  with  a  spiritual  atmosphere. 
One  of  the  most  helpful  means  used  to  this  end,  we  believe, 
was  the  quiet  hour  twice  daily,  when  in  perfect  silence 
our  whole  institution  is  urged  to  spend  a  few  minutes 
with  the  Master.  To  this  custom  we  have  held  through-^ 
out  the  years.  The  religious  organizations  have  been  par¬ 
ticularly  well  managed  during  the  past  year.  Teachers, 
workers,  students — all  have  entered  with  interest  and  a 
firm  enthusiasm  into  the  work  of  the  Young  Men’s  and 
Young  Women’s  Christian  Associations,  the  Sundaj|^ 
school,  and  the  weekly  prayer  meeting.” 

With  such  bounding  and  boundless  faith  and  Christian 
zeal,  this  remarkable  woman  now  faces  the  needs  that  con-  > 
front  such  an  expanding  plant,  saying,  “We  are  just 
working  and  trusting,  knowing  that  all  these  things  will 
be  supplied,”  and  these  are  the  things  to  be  supplied :  An 
adequate  endowment,  on  which  she  has  taken  out  an  in¬ 
surance  policy  of  $25,000  on  her  own  life  which,  she  says, 
will  ‘‘help  keep  things  going  when  I  shall  have  passed  to  the 
other  shore.”  Other  pressing  needs  are  extremely  modest 
compared  with  those  of  the  larger  schools:  $15,000  for 
the  practice  school;  $3,000  for  permanent  scholarships; 
$125  each  for  annual  scholarships ;  $400  maintenance  hos¬ 
pital  bed  for  one  year;  $50,000  fireproof  hospital; 
$90,000  academic  building;  $25,000  equipment  for  boys’ 
industries ;  $59,000  annual  general  expenses ;  $30,000  re¬ 
fectory;  money  towards  current  expenses. 

If  outstanding  achieyement  counts  at  all,  the  work 
this  woman  should  make  a  most  eloquent  appeal  to 
public-spirited  citizens.  If  integrity,  ability,  consecra¬ 
tion  to  high  social  ideas  count,  the  personal  worth  of  Mrs. 
Mary  McLeod  Bethune  is  one  of  the  most  forceful  ap¬ 
peals  in  American  public  life.  That  she  has  the  univer- 
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sal  confidence  of  the  American  public  is  evidenced  by  her 
^contacts  and  alignments  in  the  field  of  public  social  and 
flH^^igious  activities.  In  addition  to  serving  as  president  of 
the  Florida  Federation  of  Colored  Women’s  Clubs,  she  was 
elected  president  of  the  Southeastern  Federation,  vice- 
president  of  the  National  Association  of  Colored  Women’s 
Clubs,  and  president  of  the  National  Association  of 
Teachers  in  Colored  Schools,  and  is  now  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  Colored  Women’s  Clubs.  She  has 
been  very  active  on  the  interracial  committees ;  on  the 
executive  committee  of  the  National  Urban  League,  and 
of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  in  America.  • 

Thus  in  various  ways  Mrs.  Bethune  is  serving  her  com- 
I  munity,  her  State,  and  her  country.  Such  a  stewardship 
of  life  and  heroism  finding  expression  in  such  an  institu¬ 
tion  as  Bethune-Cookman  College  will  surely  find  response 
to  its  appeal  for  reinforcement  from  that  general  public 
on  which,  and  for  whom,  it  spends  itself  so  unselfishly  and 
with  such  marked  productivity. 

A  Hero  Has  Fallen  in  Israel 

By  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Giddens 

^>^N  DECEMBER  17,  1926,  the  Rev.  Fate  Wil- 
®  W  Hams,  as  best  known,  but  whose  real  name  was 
Rev.  Jas.  Lafayette  WilHams,  departed  this  Ufe 
in  full  triumph  of  faith.  Bro.  Williams  was  ordained  a 
local  deason  in  Brunswick,  Ga.,  in  1893,  by  Bishop  R.  S. 
Foster.  He  served  as  a  supply  pastor  of  the  Waynesboro 
circuit,  and  Idlewood  successfully.  He  was  bom  Decem¬ 
ber  26,  1847.  He  was  near  his  eightieth  year. 

iBro.  Williams  joined  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  over  sixty  years  ago,  an4  was  a  faithful  member 
all  of  these  years.  He  married  twice  and  was  the  father 
of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  loyal  and  faithful  mem¬ 
bers  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to-day.  His 
funeral  was  largely  attended  in  Asbury  Church,  Decem¬ 
ber  19.  The  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev. 
E.  D.  Giddens,  the  pastor,  from  the  text  Jound  in  Job 
14.  14,  “I  will  wait  until  my  change  comes.”  Bro.  Isaac 
Kimball,  a  local  preacher,  also  made  a  consoling  talk  on 
^^Life  and  Career.”  Many  floral  offerings  were  placed 
his  grave. 

“Servant  of  God,  well  done.  Rest  from  thy  loved  employ; 
The  battle’s  fought,  the  race  is  run,  enter  thy  Master’s 

joy- 

The  Voice  at  midnight  came.  It  found  him  on  the  field, 
A  veteran  slumbering  on  his  own.  Beneath  the  red-cross 
shield.” 

WATNESBORO,  OA. 


Beloved  Churchman  Passes 

JOHN  T.  KING,  prominent  citizen  of  color  of  La¬ 
grange,  Ga.,  died  at  his  residence  in  that  city  on 
Tuesday,  November  9,  1926.  His  death  was  the 
passing  of  a  man  of  rare  personal  character,  as  well 
as  of  a  historic  figure  in  the  life  of  the  community  and 
the  South. 

gA  Before  him,  his  father,  Horace  King,  was  notable  in 
“^^le  civic  and  poHtical  Hfe  of  his  times.  He  was  an 
architect  and  contractor.  Many  bridges  spanning  local 
rivers  and  many  buildings  still  stand  and  speak  eloquently 
of  his  mechanical  skill.  Horace  King  was  taken  by  his 


owners  to  Ohio  in  order  that,  under  its  Uberal  laws,  he 
might  be  manumitted.  After  being  freed,  he  returned  to 
Georgia  to  enter  business  on  his  own  accoimt.  Finding 
himself  hampered  by  strict  Georgia  laws,  through  the  in¬ 
terest  and  endeavors  of  his  white  friends,  he  succeeded  in 
getting  the  Alabama  Legislature  to  enact  a  special  bill 
granting  him  the  right  to  sue  and  be  sued.  He  was  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  general  contractors  who  built  the 
first  bridge  to  span  the  Chattahoochee  River.  Thus  to 
his  skill  largely  is  credited  the  close  affinity  between  the 
wide  areas  of  territory  embraced  within  west  Georgia 
and  eastern  Alabama.  V^ien  the  war  ended,  Horace 
King  entered  politics  and,  as  a  successful  candidate  of 
the  Republican  party,  served  one  term  as  senator  in  the 
Alabama  State  Senate. 

From  such  a  lineage  and  school  of  practical  experi¬ 
ences,  John  T.  King,  the  most  promising  of  the  four 
sons  of  Horace  King,  emerged  iqto  pubHc  Ufe.  In  his 
career  he  followed  his  father’s  vocation.  In  .1864,  John 
kept  toll  bridge  between  Columbus,  Ga.,  and  Girard, 
Ala.,  at  the  time  of  Stoneman’s  raid,  when  2,000  sol¬ 
diers  crossed  over  the  bridge  and  destroyed  it. 

In  1870  he  moved  to  Lagrange,  Ga.,  and  promptly 
joined  Warren  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.'  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  superintendent  of  its  Sunday 
school,  in  which  capacity  he  had  served  since  1874.  He 
was  a  local  deacon,  as  Well  as  a  trustee,  in  Warren 
Church,  having  been  ordained  in  the  year  1878.  His 
range  of  interests  included  education.  For  years  he 
served  as  trustee  of  Clark  University,  where  his  children 
were  educated,  and  where  one  of  his  daughters  subse¬ 
quently  was  a  teacher.  In  every  line  of  constructive 
community  effort  he  was  an  active  and  substantial  con¬ 
tributor. 

In  the  Hves  which  he  helped  to  mould  by  his  teach¬ 
ing  and  character,  John  T.  King  will  Hve  on.  His  wise 
counsel,  zealous  service,  and  financial  support  will  be 
missed  in  his  beloved  church,  and  his  place  in  the  com¬ 
munity  cannot  soon  be  filled;  for  in  Georgia  has  gone 
out  a  Ught  that  shone  with  remarkable  effulgence  and 
brightness  for  more  than  fifty  years. 

Pioneer  Preacher  Passes 

Funeral  ceremonies  were  observed  recently  at 
Quayle  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  for  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Thomp¬ 
son,  a  pioneer  preacher  of  the  Lincoln  Conference,  who 
died  December  14,  1926,  in  that  city,  full  of  years  and 
rich  in  labors. 

The  deceased  was  bom  a  slave,  in  Texas,  and  reared 
in  Louisiana.  He  was  two  years  the  senior  of  his  half- 
brother,  the  late  Rev.  Reese  Thompson,  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  He  never  knew  his  exact  age. 

In  pioneer  days  the  Rev.  Thompson  came  to  Okla¬ 
homa  and  began  at  once  to  establish  his  church  among 
the  early  settlers.  The  most  outstanding  result  of  these 
labors  is  Quayle  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Okla¬ 
homa  City. 

Four  sons,  three  daughters,  several  grandchildren 
and  great-)^andchildren  mourn  his  passing.  The  inter¬ 
ment  was  at  Trice  Hill  Cemetery.  Dr.  A.  Baxter  Whitby, 
Grand  Master,  officiated  on  behalf  of  the  Masonic  Order, 
and  the  Rev.  H.  T.  S.  Johnson  on  behalf  of  the  church. 
Peace  to  his  ashes. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


AtiOVAL  Si 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


The  purpose  jiutiflei  the  policy  and  the  sad 
justines  the  meant  when  both  purpose  and 
poHcj,  end  and  means,  are  good.  In  aO  tt' 
we  are  truly  following  Jesus. 

SAMUXL  HUSTOW  COLUOK. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  OVERCOMING  TEMPTATION 


FIRST  QUARTER.  LESSON  V.  JANUARY  80 


10. 


Soriptore  Le$ton — ^Lnke  4.  1-18;  1  Cor. 

11,  IS. 

Resisting  temptations  is  controlling  one’s 
self  in  accordance  with  one’s  chosen  life 

Erindples.  The  Christian  Is  to  follow  Jesus 
I  sel^eontrol.  Let’s  see,  then,  by  what  means 
Jesus  exercised  self-control  in  the  presence 
of  temptations  to  ricdate  the  principles  which 
He  had  chosen  for  His  life. 

1.  Th0  NeUure  of  Jenu^  Temptatiotu — In 
the  first  place,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
these  were  not  sham,  but  real  temptaticms 
of  Jesus.  They  were  just  as  real  as  any  that 
comes  to  ns.  lliere  are  in  general  two  types 
of  temptations — ^immediate  and  mediate,  llie 
immediate  ones  are  temptations  from 
thoughts  which  arise  in  our  mind.  The 
thoughts  themselves  are  evil  only  when  they 
arise  from  an  evil  heart.  The  thought  ex¬ 
ecuted  becomes  evil  when  the  deed  is  evil. 
If  something  interferes  against  one’s  will  with 
one’s  exeenUon  of  the  thought,  his  inten¬ 
tions  were  evil.  These  thoughts  we  say  are 
of  the  devil;  they  arise  immediately  in  our 
mind.  The  mediate  ones  are  temptations 
which  come  through  suggestions  from  other 
people.  They,  too,  are  of  the  devil;  but  in 
this  case  the  devil  uses  other  people  to  tempt 
us.  These  temptatimis  of  Jesus  were  of  the 
immediate  type,  though  on  other  occasions  He 
was  also  tempted  mediately  (Luke  9.  54f; 
Matt  16.  22f;  22.  17f,  etc.). 

In  the  second  place,  to  the  good  man  of 
good  will  and  intentiems  and  of  a  pure  mo¬ 
tive,  temptations  always  come  in  the  guise 
of  a  good.  In  order  that  he  may  entrap 
us,  the  enemy  pretends  to  be  a  friend.  The 
thoughts  of  doing  a  deed  manifestly  evil  does 
not  arise  in  the  mind  of  the  good  man.  The 
deed  suggested  in  his  thought  always  ap¬ 
pears  on  the  surface  to  be  a  good  (me.  He 
yields  to  the  temptation  when  he  is  impru¬ 
dent  and  impulsive— when  be  does  not  care¬ 
fully  and  critically  examine  the  thought  be¬ 
fore  accepting  it  as  of  God.  If  he  carefully 
examines  it  to  the  light  of  his  chosen  prin- 
(dples  and  his  knowMge  of  right,  he  will 
see  that  even  though  the  deed  is  for  a  good 
purpose  and  appears  good  on  the  surface, 
it  would  be,  in  fact,  evil  and  contrary  to 
his  accepted  ideals  of  right. 

2.  The  Tempting  Thoughte  of  Jeeue — ^The 
thoughts  whi(m  arose  to  Jesus’  mind  were 
concerned  with  His  work  as  the  Messiah. 
His  purpose  for  going  into  the  wOdemess 
was  throurt  prayer  to  decide  upon  His  pro¬ 
gram  as  the  Messiah.  There  were  so  many 
things  expected  of  the  Messiah.  Among' 
them  (1)  idl  the  poor  were  expected  to  be 
abundantly  fed  (^Isa.  49.  10) ;  (2)  the  Mes¬ 
siah  was  expected  suddenly  to  descend  from 
heaven  (Dan.  7.  18);  and  (8)  He  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  ccmquer  w  the  nations  and  sub¬ 
ject  them  to  the  Jews  (Psa.  2).  Such 
noughts  were  very  prevalent  among  the 
Jews  of  Jesus’  day.  Their  literature  of  that 
period  abounds  in  such  prophecies.  Through 
these  thoughts  Jesus  was  tempted  (1)  to  try 
on  Himself,  since  He  was  hungry.  His 
miracmlous  power  in  food  production;  (2) 
by  leaping  unobserved  from  the  temple  to 
deexive  the  people  in  believing  that  He  had 
suddenly  descended  from  heaven;  and  (8)  to 
collect  an  army  and  try  the  congest  of 
the  world  with  the  sword.  But  He  was 
both  raick  and  (dear  in  His  thoughts.  Upon 
sec(m(i  thought  He  at  once  saw  that  such 
deeds  would  be  evil,  even  th(ragh  His  pur¬ 
pose  was  a  laudable  (me.  The  feeding  of  the 
hungry  was  spiritualised  into  the  spiritual 
hungry  (Matt.  S.  6;  cf.  Isa.  85.  If);  the 
sudden  descent  from  heaven  referred  to  His 
see(md  coming  (Matt.  26.  64);  and  His  con- 
(incat  of  the  world  was  to  be  a  spiritual  one 
(Matt.  28.  19f). 

To  sum  up,  Jesus  resisted  temptations  bv 


carefully  examining  to  the  light  of  His  ideals 
every  tlxragbt  that  arose  in  His  mind  before 
deciding  to  execute  it.  He  prayed  His 
Father  for  guidance;  but  He  did  not  con¬ 
sider  every  impulse  per  ee  the  infiuence  of  the 
Father.  He  prayed  and  watched,  and 
watched  and  prayed.  His  temptations  were 
facilitated  by  His  knowledge  of  the  Bible; 
and  also  by  His  knowledge  of  the  Bible  He 
was  easily  able  to  see  that  they  were  temp- 
tati(ms  to  evil.  And  He  made  a  clear  dis¬ 
tinction  between  good  purposes  and  good 
policies — He  regarded  a  policy  as  good  or 
evil,  regardless  of  the  en(i  for  which  it  was 
employed. 

4.  The  Chrietkm  and  Temptatione.  It  may 
be  repeated  that  the  temptations  which  we 
are  considering  here  are  not  any  temptations 
you  please  to  any  kind  of  man  you  please, 
but  those  which  come  to  a  g(x>d  man  of  a 

food  will  and  intentions  and  a  pure  motive. 

I(mbtless  most  of  the  evils  committed  by 
Christians  are  due  to  the  evil  of  their  heart. 
But  there  are  also  many  unintentional  evils 
committed  by  Christians  who  are  good  at 
heart.  These  evils  are  due  to  either  their 
impulsive  nature  or  their  poor  judgment, 
which  is  due  either  to  th(mghtlessness  or  to 
careless  thinking.  Such  are  called  errors  of 
the  head  rather  than  of  the  heart.  But  their 
effects  are  just  as  serious  as  those  of  errors 
of  the  heart.  Christians  should  always  mean 
to  do  well;  but  also  they  should  always  do 
well.  The  same  God  who  gave  the  Chris¬ 
tian  a  heart  also  gave  him  a  head;  and  evil- 
doing  caused  by  impulsiveness  or  thou^t- 
lessness  or  careless  thinking  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  sinful.  Christians  should  pray  for 
guidance;  but  they  shoMold  also  watch,  or 
try  the  spirits.  The  Bible  should  be  a  guide 
for  conduct  to  them,  and  therefore  they 
should  have  a  pra(Hlcal  knowledge  of  the 
highest  moral  and  social  teachings  of  the 
And  this  knowledge  should  be  the 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessow  vox  SuiTDAT,  Jaxuabt  80,  1927 
“Shewed  unto  him  all  the  kingdome  of  the 
world  in  a  moment  of  time" 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

This  is  the  test  of  Christ’s  mastery  over 
temptation,  and  to  the  encouragement  of  all 
His  followers  He  c(Hnes  off  more  than  C(hi- 
queror.  The  kingdoms  of  the  world  are  His. 

No  other  could  be  shown  them  so  quickly. 

The  temptation  was  to  compromise  with  the 
“Prince  of  this  World’’  so  that  the  supreme 
sacrifice  for  human  redemption  might  be 
avoided.  There  was  one  answer  for  (u>r 
Lord  to  make,  “Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan.” 
This  is  the  answer  for  all  Christians  to  make 
when  tempted  to  compromise  with  the  world. 

The  kingdoms  of  the  world  are  to  be  won 
for  our  Christ  by  the  preaching  of  His  gin- 
pel  of  good  news.  There  are  strong  temp¬ 
tations  to  compromise  with  heathen  religions 
and  practices  as  did  Israel  in  Canaan;  but 
it  is  never  done  without  great  loss.  To  hold 
up  Christ  of  Calvary  is  the  neatest  magnet 
in  influencing  the  peoples  of  me  world  every¬ 
where.  “I  if  I  be  lifted  up  will  draw  all 
men  unto  me.”  There  is  a  steady  cesming  as 
fast  as  He  is  lifted  up  to  be  known,  wlr  )|||^ 
assures  us  that  in  a  few  generations  all  tl^V| 
kingdoms  of  the  world  will  be  His. 

Missionaries  on  the  field  have  their  temp¬ 
tations.  They  come  to  see  the  nations  steeped 
in  idolatry  and  sin,  and  every  possible  ap¬ 
peal  is  made  to  them  to  worship  at  some 
shrine  of  this  world  which  would  make  for 
popularity  among  the  people  where  they  are. 

It  costs  something  for  a  missionary  to  Africa 
to  say  to  a  head  tribesman,  “You  must  give 
up  aU  your  wives  save  one  if  you  are  to  be 
a  Christian.”  Or  to  a  Hindu,  “You  must 
give  up  your  caste  and  fellowship  the  out¬ 
cast  if  yon  are  to  follow  Christ.” 

l^e  forward  movement  of  Christianity  in 
the*world  is  to  defeat  Satan  and  his  host. 

The  strongholds  of  sin  in  the  high  places  of 
earth  must  be  shown  the  resi$ting  and  over¬ 
powering  strength  of  Christianity,  meeting 
them  on  their  own  gp-ound  where  they  wul 
be  able  to  say  to  every  approach  of  the 


Bible, 

means  by  which  spirits  are  tried,  impulses .  tempter,  “Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan,”  and 
che(:ked,  an(l  suggestions  weighed.  Finally,  the  benighted  people  of  every  land  become 


Christians  should  clearly  distinguish  pur¬ 
pose  and  policy — between  end  and  means. 


the  worshipers  of  our  Lord  and  His  Christ. 

OAMMOK  SEMIKABT. 


Epworth  League  To p i c,>iiJ 

JANUARY  80 


By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 


MISSION  STUDY 


The  Advancing  Church,  Chapter  11 
Our  Templed  Hills,  Chapter  11. 


We  are  here  taking  a  peep  at  our  frontier 
work.  Let  us  think  particularly  of  our 
work  among  one  group,  the  Indian. 

Saving  the  Indian — We  have  heard  it  so 
often  said  that  the  Indian  cannot  be  civil¬ 
ised,  many  of  us  believe  it.  So  many  glib 
sayings  like  that  get  currency  among  us. 
“The  Negro  is  an  inferior  race;  the  Negro 
is  an  immoral  race.”  These  things  we  hear 
so  often,  so  glibly  and  dogmatically  asserted 
that  even  we  Negroes  find  it  difficult  not  to 
beiieve  them.  The  Indian  certainiy  has  re¬ 
sponded  tardiiy  to  evangelisation.  I  should 
like  to  suggest  some  reasons  for  the  Indian’s 
slow  response  to  the  white  man’s  evangeli¬ 
sation.  First,  the  Indian  is  not  tempera- 
mentaily  suited  to  the  Christian  religion.  He 
is,  by  nature,  a  war-loving  people.  He  does 
not  believe  in  turning  the  other  cheek.  He 
believes  in  ntting  the  fellow  who  detes  him 
It  is,  of  course,  difficult  to  con- 


a  wrong. 


vert  a  fellow  like  this  to  a  religion  that 
teaches  forgiveness,  that  enjoins  going  the 
second  mile.  In  the  second  place,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  people  who  are  now 
trying  to  get  the  Indian  to  be  like  Jesus 
have  not  always  acted  like  Jesus  in  their 
dealings  with  the  Indian.  It  is  extremely 
difficult  to  hold  a  fellow  up  at  the  point  of 
a  Colt  45  and  take  all  he  has  and  then  preach 
an  effective  gospel  to  him.  Given  the  Indian’s 
temperament,  it  will  take  a  long  time  for 
him  to  formt  that  the  evangelist  of  to-day 
was  the  robber  of  yesterday.  It  will  take 
years  for  a  people  like  the  Indian  to  forget 
their  destroyed  villages  and  stolen  lam 
Let  us  not  damn  the  Indian  too  soon. 

Negro  is  not,  like  the  Indian,  a  vindictk«<i  y 
race;  but  even  in  our  case,  sometimes  our 
wrongs  speak  so  loudly  it  is  difficult  for  us 
to  hear  the  white  man’s  gospel. 

The  Methodiet  Church  and  the  Indian — We 
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ean  tajr  to  the  eradlt  of  the  Mjelhodiit  Church  Stewart,  who  first  carried  the  gospel  to  the 
that  H  has  persisted  in  its  work  with  the  Indians.  Our  Board  of  Home  Missions  is 
Indians  in  spite  of  the  calamity  howlers,  to-day  pushing  a  very  virile  program  of 
Let  us  not  forget  that  it  was  a  Ni^ro,  John  evangelisation  among  the  Indians. 

Little  Stories  of  Achievement 

What  the  Churches  S  VV 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Crowdar,  Mi$$. — On  Saturday  night  before 
the  third  Sunday  in  December,  a  great  storm 
^ced  at  the  feet  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  H. 
Herron,  many  pounds  of  groceries  and  fruits 
of  all  kinds.  May  God  bless  the  people  of 
this  place.  Two  new  subscriptions  were  taken 
for  the  Soutb#estem  Christian  Advocate. — 
G.  W.  Brooks,  Reporter. 

Piekatu,  Miaa. — ^We,  the  trustees,  put  on  a 
rally  for  the  painting  of  our  church  and 
parsonage  and  for  the  repair  of  the  same. 
Amount  contributed  by  members  and  friends, 
$181.40;  Iw  white  friends,  $82;  total  raised, 
$218.40.  We  are  proud  of  our  new-painted 
church  and  parsonage,  and  highly  appreciate 
what  has  been  given  by  all. — Lewis  Brown, 
Reporter. 

Montgomery,  Ala.— St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  On  December  2^  1926, 
we  made  our  arrival  in  the  city.  Everything 

•bids  fair  for  a  bright  future,  and  St.  Paiu 
is  destined  to  take  her  place  among  the  lead¬ 
ing  appointments  of  the  Central  Alabama 
Conference.  On  this  charge  we  have  Dr.  E. 
M.  Jones  and  Dr.  Wm.  Jones,  and  many 
other  good  families.  The  good  people  gave 
.$125  for  our  moving  expenses.  We  invite 
all  persons  coming  to  Montgomery  to  worship 
with  us  at  Ripley  and  High  Streets. — F.  J. 
Jacobs,  Pastor. 

Springfield,  Ohio.— The  following  is  the  re- 
,port  of  Aid  No.  2' of  Wiley  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Columbus  District,  Lexington 
Conference:  Total  amount  of  money  taken  in 
during  the  year  was  $404.69;  ^043  paid  in 
treasury;  $61.47  paid  out  at  meetings.  Money 
as  paid  out,  and  where:  World  Service,  in 
January,  $25;  on  parsonage,  in  March,  ^7; 
to  trustees,' on  roof,  in  March,  $10;  to  trus¬ 
tees,  on  debt,  in  September,  $M.16;  to  treas¬ 
urer,  in  October,  $M.86;  on  rally,  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  $41.21;  to  treasurer,  in  December,  $95.81; 
balance  on  hand,  to  be  applied  on  parsonage, 
$147.87.  Two  hundred  and  two  sick  visits  re¬ 
ported;  seven  prayers,  and  fifteen  donations. 
— Stella  Huffman,  Reporter. 

Seuly,  Texaa — ^We  thank  God  for  Bishop 

•Jones  and  his  keen  insight  for  giving  to  the 
|Tavasota  District  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Newton 
as  superintendent.  His  brotherly  person¬ 
ality  and  handshake  with  everyone  is  a  res¬ 
urrection  for  the  dead,  and  is  reviving  to  the 
‘  faithful  of  the  district.  Our  first  Quarterly 
Conference  was  held  December  18,  19.  The 
district  superintendent  was  paid  $19.55.  We 
also  accepted  the  appeal  made  by  our  be¬ 
loved  Bishop  Jones  for  Gulfside  Association. 
On  January  2  we  raised  $10.75  for  the  same. 
Our  motto  is,  “We  will  stand  back  of  our 
church,  back  of  our  area,  back  of  our  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  and  pastor.”  We  so¬ 
licit  the  prayers  of  the  area. — A.  A.  Frank, 
Pastor. 

Cuero,  Texaa — Sunday,  January  2,  was  a 
high  day  at  Brother’s  Chapel.  We  were 
favored  with  a  sermon  from  one  of  our 
own  race,  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Scott.  His 
sermon  was  very  inspiring  and  uplifting.  Dr. 
Scott  being  also  a  poet  and  musician,  favored 
us  with  two  solos.  We  trust  that  he  will 
visit  us  again,  as  his  visits  mean  much  to 
us.  We  were  also  favored  with  a  sermon 
hy  the  Rev.  V.  A.  Cooke,  of  Samuel  Huston 
College.  The  Lord’s  Supper  was  adminis¬ 
tered  on  the  first  Sunday.  Thus  we  enter 
a|Ae  new  year  with  a  larger  and  more  com- 
jH^ehensive  program,  feeling  that  because  of 
■'What  we  have  already  accomplished,  we  can 
succeed  in  reaching  our  mark. — Evangelin 
Mathis,  Reporter. 

Knoxville,  Ten». — Seney’s  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  is  progressing  under 


a  lovely  watch  meetings  bidding  farewell  to 
the  year  1926  and  welcoming  the  year  1927. 
Sisters  Elsie  M.  Bynum  and  Edith  Wiciu 
served  lunches  at  an  early  hour.  After  lunch, 
the  pastor  called  the  congregation  to  order 
by  song  and  praver,  after  wUch  a  short 
sermon  was  preached.  Each  member  pres¬ 
ent  testified,  and  sinners  asked  to  be  prayed 
for.  We  are  now  putting  on  our  drive  for 
World  Service  and  for  Morristown  Qdlegfe. 
Pray  that  we  will  do  great  work  this  year 
in  holding  up  the  banner  of  Christ  Jesus. — 
Jasper  Jackson,  Reporter. 

Wmdaor,  Mo. — Our  “Win-My-Chum”  cam¬ 
paign  in  our  Epworth  League  was  a  great 
success  from  October  8,  1926,  to  December 
26,  1926.  We  have  visitors  from  Kansas  City, 
Clinton,  Chilhov^ee,  and  Springfield.  Four 
prises  were  given:  First,  $1.50;  second,  $1; 
third,  fifty  cents,  and  fourth,  a  five-pound 
fruit  cake.  The  cake  was  given  to  those 
who  did  not  miss  a  Sunday,  and  the  cash 
to  the  ones  bringing  in  the  largest  number 
of  people.  Our  attendance  in  “Win-My- 
Chum”  campaign  was  888.  Mrs.  Cecil  Miller 
brought  in  sixty-three  people,  who  won  first 
prize;  second  prize  went  to  Mrs.  Leo  Presi¬ 
dent,  who  brought  in  fourteen  persons;  third 
to  Mrs.  Chariie  Franklin,  who  brought  in 
thirteen  persons.  The  Epworth  League  is 
one  year  old,  and  we  raised  in  this  cam¬ 
paign,  $10.87. — ^L.  L.  Sykes,  President; 
James  Clay,  Secretary. 

State  Line,  Miaa. — ^Mt.  Zion  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  was  spiritually  alive  with 
an  old-fashioned  watch  meeting,  Friday,  De¬ 
cember  31.  A  soul-stirring  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Andrew  Bivens,  who 
used  for  a  text,  “What  will  you  do  with  Je¬ 
sus?”  The  Rev.  Sam  Harris,  the  pastor, 
responded.  After  the  service  a  great  storm 
struck  the  parsonage,  leaving  in  its  wake  a 
hundred  pounds  of  choice  groceries.  The 
storm  was  led  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Mc¬ 
Lendon,  and  the  following  persons  contrib¬ 
uted:  Mesdames  McLendon,  Pearl  Fairly,  C. 
Walker,  A.  Twyner,  Maiy  J.  Turner,  Mr. 
R.  E.  McLendon,  Mr.  I.  White,  Miss  Mosella 
Bivens,  and  a  host  of  others-  whose  names 
space  will  not  permit  us  to  mention.  We 
wish  to  make  special  mention  of  Brother  L. 
Walker  and  Sister  Pearl  Walker,  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  for  their  noble  con¬ 
tribution;  also  our  white  friends,  Mr.  L.  N. 
Knobles,  Mr.  Gandy,  Mr.  P.  Burch,  Mr.  Mc- 
Math,  and  Mr.  Westerfield.  We  also  re¬ 
ceived  a  nice  cash  purse  in  the  storm.  We 
heartily  thank  you  one  and  all.  Come  again. 
— The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Harris. 

Beaumont,  Texaa — December  31,  1926, 
closed  out  a  great  year’s  work  at  St.  James 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Thanksgiving 
Day  was  observed  in  great  style.  The  cafe¬ 
teria  was  operated  by  the  auxiliaries  of  the 
church,  the  Rev.  Woolfolk,  acting  captain- 
general.  Sixty-nine  dollars  was  realized 
from  the  sale  of  dinners.  On  December  25 
things  became  lively  around  the  church. 
Santa  Claus  remembered  Dr.  Woolfolk  and 
family  nicely.  The  Sunday  school,  under  the 
leadership  of  Bro.  J.  H.  McGowan,  rendered 
a  nice  program  Sunday  morning,  December 
26.  The  subject  discussed  was  “Why  Are 
We  Happy  on  Christmas?”  After  the  pro¬ 
gram  the  curtains  were  drawn  and  there 
stood  a  beautiful  Christmas  tree  laden 
with  fruits  and  candies.  At  the  II  o’clock 
service  the  junior  choir  had  charge  of  the 
services,  and  they  sang  to  the  delight  of  the 
congregation.  The  Free  and  Accepted  Ma-  ( 
sons  held  their  St.  John  service  at  8  o’clock.  ( 
Dr.  Woolfolk  preached  the  sermon,  and  it"*  i 
was  said  by  some  of  the  oldest  Masons  in 
Beaumont  to  have  been  one  of  the  best  ser-  i 
mons  and  one  of  the  greatest  services  they  i 
have  ever  witnessed.  ] 


BY  OFFICIAL  ACTION 

The  Woman*s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society 

and 

The  Woman*s  Home 
Missionary  Society 

arc  both  now  participating  in  the 
production  of 

World  Neighbors 

the  magazine  of 
nodssionary  education 
for  the  church  school 

This  means  an  opportimity  and  a  responsi¬ 
bility  for  you  who  compose  these  societies 
in  your  local  church. 

You  know  the  strategic  value  of  mission¬ 
ary  education  for  children.  Do  you  know 
WORLD  NEIGHBORS  ana  how  it 
meets  this  need  ? 

Let  us  send  you  hee  the  January  number — 
the  first  one  in  the  production  of  which 
your  society  is  participating. 

Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Gmcern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
CMcago  Boaton  Datroit  Mttaburrh 
Kanaaa  City  San  Frandaco  Portland,  Ora. 


Omaha,  Ifabr. — Grove  MethOflkt  iltattstaal 
Church:  The  pastor  wisheT^  'idf 

hearty  appreciation  to  the  Lfidiea’  Alfi  So¬ 
ciety  and  friends  who  contribute  to  the 
Christmas  dinner  and  for  their  many  ex¬ 
pressions  of  love  during  the  holidays.  The 
Christmas  program,  under  the  direction  of 
the  choir,  Mrs.  Mayo,  chorister,  was  a  most 
delightful  affair  and  brilliant  success.  Watch 
meeting  was  a  night  of  feasting.  Lawyer 
W.  G.  Morgan  delivered  his  lecture  on  the 
“Trial  of  Jesus.”  Dr.  McMQlian’s  address 
was  on  “The  Forward  Look.”  The  pastor 
preached  on  “The  Passing  of  Time”  at  mid¬ 
night.^  The  Ladies’  Lone  Star  Club,  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Bostic,  serv^  New 
Year’s  dinner,  and  the  day  closed  with  much 
joy.  Our  World  Service  Council  was  or¬ 
ganized  recently  and  have  started  to  work. 
Seven  captains  have  been  selected,  with  as 
many  companies,  and  our  Easter  drive  is  also 
under  way.  Two  thousand  dollars  is  our 
goal  to  meet  the  challenge  of  the  Board  of 
Church  Extension  on  the  purchase  of  a  new 
church.  Members  and  friends  of  Grove 
Church  who  may  read  this,  your  help  is  so¬ 
licited.— T.  B.  Oville,  Pastor;  E.  Conwell,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Harriaburg,  Texaa— Services  at  Asbury 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  were  well  at¬ 
tended  and  unusually  spiritual  all  day  Sun¬ 
day.  The  superintendent,  Mrs.  Kay,  and  her 
Sunday-school  squad  were  in  and  out  on 
time,  with  everyeme  well  prepared  in  the  les¬ 
sons.  The  pastor.  Rev.  C.  H.  PemUton,  was 
at  his  best  in  both  of  his  sermons,  the  choir 
giving  valuable  support,  under  the  direction 
of  our  very  faithful  young  pianist,  Miss  Ul- 
lian  Ryan,  of  whom  all  of  us  are  very  proud. 
An  additional  collection  of  $18  was  taken  as 
a  donation  to  Sister  Mable  Burr,  who  lost 
her  lovely  new  home  by  fire  a  few  days  ago. 
The  Ladies’  Aid  Society  held  its  first 
cial  meeting  of  the  year  with  Mrs.  Shaw. 
Reports  of  Christmas  contributions  to  the 
Orphans’  and  Old  Folks’  Home,  tubercular 
camp,  local  church  “shut-ins,”  and  pastor 
amounted  to  $45.  We  find  joy  in  giving  that 
which  the  Lord  has  given  us  strength  to 
attain.  Our  Sunday-school  teacher  training 
class,  which  is  the  only  one  on  the  Houston 
District,  is  proud  of  Its  new  members  from 
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other  churches.  We  are  hoping  that  this 
work  will  take  on  and  spread  until  Meth¬ 
odism  throughout  Houston  will  become  in¬ 
terested  in  training  young  workers. — Mrs.  C. 
V.  Adair,  Reporter. 

North,  8.  C. — The  people  of  the  North 
charge  are  happy  over  the  return  of  their 
pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Miller,  who  has  labored 
so  faithfuUy  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  charge 
and  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer’s 
kingdom.  During  the  past  few  months  one 
church  has  been  painted  inside  and  out. 
The  other  two  churches  are  making  ready 
for  improvement  A  beautifu  parsonage  is 
now  under  construction,  and  we  are  paying 
up  all  expenses  as  we  go.  During  the  past 
twelve  months  forty-four  members  were 
added  to  the  church,  thirty-six  were  bap¬ 
tised,  and  fifty-nine  souls  were  happily  con¬ 
verted.  Our  collections  for  the  year  ending 
December  S,  1926,  were  as  follows:  Con¬ 
ference  Claimants,  $14;  Episcopal  Fund,  $16; 
district  superintendent’s  claim,  $142.66;  pas¬ 
tor’s  salary,  $1,163.82;  World  Service,  $166; 
trustees,  ^76.73;  funerals,  $29.36;  Sunday 
schools,  ^6;  £p  worth  Leagues,  $47.60; 
Ladies’  Aid  Society,  $81.61;  sick  and  poor, 
$14.84;  parsonage,  $186.60;  total,  $2,180. 
On  the  pastor’s  return  from  Conference  the 
members  of  Canaan  Church  gave  him  a  sur¬ 
prise  of  sugar,  coffee,  flour,  meats,  and  many 
other  thinn.  We  pray  God’s  blessing  upon 
him,  and  hope  that  he  will  be  permitted  to 
remain  with  us  until  North  charge  is  placed 
in  the  foremost  ranks. — D.  D.  Charley,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Lebanon,  Tenn. — One  of  the  grandest 
events  of  the  holidays  was  the  exercise  and 
Christmas  tree  at  Pickett  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  under  the  management  of 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Carpenter.  The  night  was  cold, 
and  when  the  pastor.  Rev.  Satterfield,  and 
his  companion  peeped  in  on  all  the  good 
things  Santa  Claus  had  left  for  them,  he 
walked  out  with  a  Stetson  hat  that  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  his  folks.  On  Christmas  morning, 
througktbe  fastly  falling  rain,  the  Rev.  Sat- 
terfleld’s  car,  loaded  with  groceries,  clothing, 
fruits,  and  candies  made  visits  to  all  un¬ 
fortunate  persons.  Over  the  city  they  went 
until  the  car  was  unloaded  and  many  hearts 
were  made  to  feel  glad.  As  the  new  year 
came  and  the  old  year  passed  out,  Pickett 
Chapel  has  taken  on  new  life  as  never  be¬ 
fore.  Sunday  morning  at  11  o’clock  an  old- 
time  class  meeting  was  held  and  three  per¬ 
sons  united  with  the  church.  The  house  wais 
well  filled  and  a  coUection  of  $28  was  taken. 
Sunday  evening  the  pastor  took  for  his  text, 
“Choose  yc  this  day  whom  ye  will  serve.  If 
God  be  God,  serve  him.”  A  beautiful  affair 
took  place  Thursday  evening  at  8  o’clock  In 
Pickett  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  when 
Mr.  Mitchell  Johnson  claimed  for  his  bride 
Mrs.  Oma  Ward.  They  are  both  active  in 
the  church,  Bro.  Johnson  being  a  class  leader 
and  steward  and  the  oldest  member  of  Pickett 
Chapel.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Satterfield,  pastor, 
officiated.  The  wedding  march  was  played 
by  Mrs.  Laura  J.  Carpenter,  and  a  reception 
followed  the  ceremony  at  the  home  of  the 
bride’s  aunt,  Mrs.  B.  Harlen. — Mrs.  A.  L. 
Anderson,  Reporter. 

Louieville,  Ky. — The  Sunday  school  of  New 
Coke  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  on  the 
night  of  December  24,  rendered  a  most  pleu- 
ing  pageant,  “The  Lord’s  Birth,”  directed 
by  the  superintendent,  Mrs.  Beulah  Sanders. 
The  occasion  was  a  great  affair,  and  many 
witnessed  the  program.  We  realised  the  neat 
sum  of  $16.  This  amount  will  be  added  to  our 
Christmas  fund,  extending  the  amount  from 
$60  to  $100  for  next  year.  Our  Christmas 
tree  was  large  6md  beautifully  decorated. 
Eve^one  received  a  present.  Our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  R.  D.  Hines,  was  well  remembered 
by  the  school,  for  it  is  through  his  untiring 
efforts  that  the  school  has  grown  by  leaps 
and  bounds.  Our  secretary,  Mrs.  Ora  L. 
Taylor,  made  the  Sunday-school  quarterly 
report,  which  showed  that  we  have  a  thriving, 
wide-awake  corps  of  teachers  and  officers,  and 
an  average  attendance  of  seven  teachers  for 
the  quarter.  The  average  attendance  of 
scholars  was  sixty-five;  an  increase  for  the 
raarter  of  fifteen,  bringing  the  total  to  177. 
Our  collections  for  the  quarter  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Regular  collection,  $68;  miscellaneous 


collection,  $11;  Christmas  Club,  $13;  total 
for  the  quarter,  $82.  May  God  bless  our 
pastor  and  Sunday  school,  and  may  we  enter 
into  the  new  year  with  a  greater  determina¬ 
tion  to  do  more  in  the  future  than  we  have 
in  the  past.  New  Coke  Sunday  school  ren¬ 
dered  the  same  program  at  the  Mission  on 
Monday  ni^t.  It  was  a  nand  affair,  and 
the  silver  offering  amounted  to  $6.  The  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  G.  G.  Butler,  received  a  suit  of 
clothes  and  many  other  presents.  We  were 
glad  to  have  the  Knights  Templars  worship 
with  us  on  Sunday  morning.  The  pastor 
preached  an  able  sermon.  The  offering  from 
the  Knights  Templars  amounted  to  $6,  which 
was  given  to  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  R.  D. 
Hines,  as  a  Christmas  token.  We  closed  a 
great  day’s  work  with  a  program  by  the 
young  people.  The  offering  for  the  day  for 
all  purposes  was  $40. — J.  H.  Madison,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Dickinson,  Texas. — Warren  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church:  The  Rev.  L.  B. 
Allen,  our  pastor,  is  now  serving  his  second 
year  as  pastor  of  the  Dickinson  circuit.  Upon  ^ 
his  return  he  came  with  an  inspiring  out-’ 
look  and  a  constructive  program,  and  threw 
himself  unreservedly  into  the  work.  He  first 
came  to  us  in  1926,  and  found  here  at 
Dickinson  practically  no  church  at  all.  In 
1900,  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  R.  H. 
Warren,  a  church  was  begun.  He,  having 
been  moved  from  us  shortly  afterward,  was 
not  able  to  complete  the  structure.  In  1916 
a  storm  almost  demolished  the  building.  We 
put  forth  every  effort  to  repair  it,  but  little 
was  done  along  this  line.  The  members,  how- 


District 

District  Rounds 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Second  Round — South  Mansfield  and  Tren¬ 
ton,  February  9-11;  Shady  Grove,  12,  13; 
Pelican  Ct.,  18,  14;  Pleasant  Hill  Ct.,  16,  16; 
Benson  Ct.,  17,  18;  Many  Ct.,  19-21;  Martha- 
vUle  Ct.,  22,  23;  Roberline,  24,  26;  Ajax  Ct., 
March  4-6;  Powhatan,  7,  8;  Cave  River  Ct., 
9-11;  Natchitoches,  12,  18;  Campti,  18,  14; 
Colfax,  17-20;  Grande  Ecore  Ct.,  18-20;  Boyce 
Rapides,  22,  28;  Boyce  and  Village,  24,  26; 
Cottonport  Ct,  26,  27;  Bunkie,  27,  28;  Boon- 
vlUe,  29,  80;  Cheneyville,  April  1-8;  LeCompte 
Ct.,  2-6;  Alexandria,  Wilton,  6-10;  Alexan¬ 
dria,  St.  Paul,  7-10;  Pineville,  11,  12;  Alex¬ 
andria,  Newman,  18,  14. 

Dear  Brother  Ministers:  Don’t  wait  until 
Easter  to  raise  your  World  Service,  but  make 
every  week  count  and  use  Easter  to  put  on 
the  finishing  touch.  Several  of  the  brethren 
took  advantage  of  watch  night  and  raised  a 
neat  sum  for  World  Service  funds.  Don’t 
forget  Gulfslde  and  the  Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate.  I  am  expecting  each  and 
every  church  to  report  over  the  top  for  World 
Service  at  the  convention  at  Wilton,  April  20. 
Yours  for  success. — S.  S.  Earles,  District  Su¬ 
perintendent. 

GAINESVILLE  DISTRICT 

First  Round — Lavonia,  January  22-28; 
East  Atlanta,  23,  24;  Commerce,  29,  80;  El- 
berton,  February  6,  6;  Fort  Street,  18,  14; 
Buford,  19,  20;  Centenary  Memorial,  20,  21; 
Gainesville,  26-27 ;  Leo,  26,  27 ;  Oxford, 
March  6,  6. 

Dear  Brethren:  Our  success  last  year 
should  stimulate  us  to  greater  efforts.  Our 
slogan  for  this  year:  Advance  in  every  de¬ 
partment  in  church  work.  To  do  this  we 
must  with  faith  and  courage  make  every  day 
count.  Begin  to-day.  Organise  every  de¬ 
partment — push  your  organisation.  Put 
stress  on  the  World  Service.  Money  collected 
each  week  and  sent  monthly  to  Dr.  Orrln  W. 
Auman,  treasurer,  740  Rush  Street,  Chicam, 
Ill.  The  district  stewards’  meeting  will  be 
Tuesday,  January  26,  10  A.  M.,  Fort  Street 
Church.  Let  every  district  steward  and  pas¬ 
tor  be  present.  Work  and  pray  for  the 
largest  results.  Yours  sincerely. — N.  J. 
Crolley,  District  Superintendent,  108  Mc¬ 
Donough  Blvd.,  South  Atlanta,  Ga. 


ever,  continued  to  have  services,  becoming 
more  and  more  embarrassed.  God,  knowing 
our  feeling,  and  having  heard  our  prayers, 
sent  to  us  in  October,  1926,  our  present  pas-^ 
tor,  tbe  Rev.  Allen.  Seeing  the  condition  of 
our  tattered  and  torn  strurture,  he  also  felt 
embarrassed  and  stated  that  before  the  Con¬ 
ference  of  1926  we  would  have  a  new  church. 
He  at  once  set  himself  about  the  task,  and 
the  faithful  flock  pledged  their  support,  both 
spiritually  and  financiallly.  Untiringly,  both 
day  and  night,  the  Rev.  Allen  worked,  and 
the  major  part  of  the  membership  was  by 
his  side.  On  August  10,  the  officers  met  the 
pastor  on  the  church  grounds  at  7  A.  M.,  and . 
began  to  demolish  the  old  building.  On  Sun¬ 
day,  September  12,  the  Rev.  Allen  and  his 
flock  marched  into  their  new  edifice,  costing 
$2,600.  Dr.  E.  W.  Kelley,  the  popular  pastor 
of  Wesley  Tabernacle,  Galveston,  preached 
the  dedication  sermon.  At  the  close  of  the 
sermon,  $126  was  laid  on  the  table.  Truly 
our  pastor  was  in  position  to  go  to  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  and  report  a  successful  year, 
after  having  achieved  such  a  wonderful  vic¬ 
tory.  It  is  with  delight  that  we  point  to 
our  church,  which  is  a  part  of  the  great  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  Rev.  Allen  Ims  in  mind 
great  things  for  us  this  year,  and  we,  the 
faithful  servants  of  God  and  the  church,  are 
going  to  give  him  our  loyal  support.  At  this 
time,  Warren  Chapel  is  the  popular  church  of 
Dickinson,  and  it  is  here  that  we  wish  to  ex¬ 
tend  thanks  to  Dr.  Kelley  and  his  loyal  con¬ 
gregation,  and  to  the  many  friends  far  andn 
near  who  helped  us  in  our  struggle  thus  far.^ 
— John  Winfield,  Reporter. 


Activities 

Quarterly  Conferences 

ALTAIR,  ’TEXAS 

On  January  1  and  2,  the  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  at  Green’s  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  At  8  P.  M..  the 
biuiness  session  was  held,  with  the  district 
superintendent  in  the  chair.  All  officers  were 
present  with  good  reports.  Sunday  was  a 
high  day.  Dutrict  Superintendent  W.  M. 
EUison  preached  a  very  inspiring  sermon 
from  Joshua  1.  46,  using  for  a  subject,  “In¬ 
dividualism.”  At  8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Ellison 
came  before  us  with  a  spiritual  and  intellect¬ 
ual  sermon,  and  administered  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per  to  forty-four  persons,  assisted  by  toe 
pastor.  Rev.  D.  F.  Vance.  Sunday  evening 
the  district  superintendent  came  to  Altair, 
and  at  7.80  he  was  in  the  pulpit.  There  he 
preached  out  of  his  heart  from  Job  14.  14;^ 
subject,  “Change.”  All  present  enjoved  tUB 
sermon.  The  total  collection  for  the  day  waJB 
$40.26;  paid  district  superintendent  in  full. 
We  thank  the  bishop  and  his  cabinet  for  re¬ 
turning  to  us  our  worthy  pastor,  the  Rev. 
D.  F.  Vance,  who  is  a  worthy  man,  alw^s 
eager  to  put  over  the  church  program.  We 
are  also  glad  of  our  new  distrirt  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Ellison. — ^Mrs.  L.  B. 
Glover,  Reporter. 

DICKINSON,  TEXAS 

On  December  11  and  12,  the  Dickinson  cir¬ 
cuit  met  at  Dickinson,  Texas,  Warren  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  Dr.  J.  S. 
Scott,  our  most  efficient  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  for  our  first  Quarterly  Conference.  On 
Saturday  night  we  had  our  business  session. 
Dr.  Scott  read  the  28d  Psalm  for  an  open¬ 
ing  Scripture,  after  which  he  took  fifteen 
minutes  in  speaking  of  the  success  of  the 
Dickinson  circuit  during  the  past  Confer¬ 
ence  year,  and  depicting  the  bright  future 
before  us.  At  the  close  of  his  message  he 
called  for  reports  from  the  various  churches 
on  the  circuit.  According  to  the  reports 
brought  in  by  various  persons,  the  work  of 
the  Kingdom  is  being  well  taken  care  of. 

We  were  glad  to  know  that  the  membew 
ship  was  being  increased.  We  are  in  hop^P 
that  this  particular  feature  of  our  church 
success  will  continue.  We  feel  very  keenly  that 
one  of  our  chief  duties  in  the  matter  of  Kin^ 
dom  building  is  adding  souls  to  the  church. 
At  the  close  of  the  business  session.  Dr.  Scott 
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urged  that  every  member  should  do  his  and 
her  part  to  make  this  a  great  year;  if  pos¬ 
sible,  the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the  church. 
After  these  remarks  we  closed  until  Sunday. 

At  8  P.  M.,  Sunday,  Dr.  Scott  again  came 
on  the  scene  and  preached  a  wonderful  ser¬ 
mon.  He  made  quite  a  few  strong  points, 
proving  why  we  ought  to  love  God.  Certainly 
he  preached  a  wonderful  sermon,  one  that 
shall  live  in  our  hearts  as  long  as  we  live. 
At  the  close  of  the  sermon  the  Invitation  was 
extended,  and  sixty  persons  came  forward 
and  partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

We  raised  during  the  quarter,  $68,  and  paid 
the  district  superintendent  in  full.  Let  each 
member  of  the  Dickinson  circuit  pray  that 
this  year  will  be  a  prosperous  year. — (Mrs.) 
Lucille  Allen,  Reporter. 


MANY,  LA. 

Many  Circuit;  Our  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  convened  at  St.  Mark  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  January  7,-  1927.  The  Rev. 
S.  S.  Earles,  district  superintendent,  pre¬ 
sided.  All  officers  were  present  with  written 
reports,  which  showed  improvement  along  all 
lines.  The  superintendent  spoke  words  of  en¬ 
couragement  to  the  Conference  and  compli¬ 
mented  pastor  and  members  for  their  splen¬ 
did  work.  He  preached  an  able  sermon^  All 
present  were  helped  by  the  discourse.  We 
thank  Bishop  Jones  for  sending  us  such  men 
as  our  superintendent  and  pastor.  The  Rev. 
Lodge  is  a  good  preacher  and  worker.  He 
1  has  started  a  beautiful  cottage  that  will  be 
^finished  in  the  next  ten  days  and  ready  to 
be  occupied.  We  ask  your  prayers  for  our 
church. — ^Lillian  Bledson,  Reporter. 


MT.  BROOK,  FLA. 

Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
Sunday,  January  2.  The  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Dr.  D.  S.  Selmore,  presided.  The 
reports  showed  that  the  church  is  in  a  pros¬ 
perous  condition.  The  work  of  finishing  the 
church  is  in  progress.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
J.  R.  Rutlege,  has  done  his  best  this  year. 
With  only  aix  members  in  this  church,  we 
have  paid  the  pastor,  superintendent,  and  all 
other  claims  in  full.  We  feel  that  one  more 
year  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Rut¬ 
lege,  the  church  will  be  finished  and  new 
members  will  be  added  to  the  roll.  Our  su- 
erintendent  preached  a  great  sermon  from 
lev.  21.  13.  One  young  man  knelt  for 
rayer.  Collection  for  the  day  amounted  to 
17.60;  for  the  year,  $61.  Pr^  for  us  that  we 
will  make  the  grade. — M.  E.  Edward,  Re¬ 
porter. 

ST.  PAUL,  MINN. 

Camphor  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church:  Dr.  P.  T.  Gorham,  our  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  was  with  us  on  his  third  quar- 
iterly  visit.  He  seemed  to  have  been  highly 
elated  over  the  work  being  accomplished  by 
the  pastors  in  this  far  Northern  outpost. 
Collection  for  the  day  was  $167.  On  the 
following  Friday  evening,  our  Christmas  tree 
was  quite  a  success.  There  was  a  nice  pro¬ 
gram  rendered  by  the  Sunday  school,  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  I.  R.  Hagan.  Sunday, 
December  26,  at  11  A.  M.,  our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  P.  A.  Morrow,  preached  to  an  appre¬ 
ciative  congregation.  At  6.30  P.  M.,  a 
pageant,  “He  That  Cometh,”  was  rendered  by 
twenty-five  persons,  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  P.  A.  Morrow;  Mrs.  J.  Gardner,  pianist; 
Mr.  I.  R.  Hagan,  superintendent.  The  watch 
nighft  services  were  well  attended.  The  Camp 
Fire  Girls  (only  colored  Camp  Fire  in  the 
State)  served  doughnuts  and  coffee  free. 
Mrs.  D.  M.  Johnson,  guardian.  So  the  church 
passed  into  the  new  year  filled  with  hope, 
aspiration,  and  fully  determined  to  put  the 
program  over. — C.  M.  C.,  Reporter. 

STONEHAM,  TEXAS 

Our  first  quarter  was  held  December  26 
and  26.  Our  new  district  superintendent  was 
present  and  presided.  On  account  of  the  dis¬ 
agreeable  weather,  few  were  present.  How- 
I  ever,  the  spiritual  tide  ran  high.  The  Rev. 
^A.  J.  Newton  preached  two  powerful  ser¬ 
mons.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Williams,  of  the  Af¬ 
rican  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  was 
present  throughout  the  quarter.  We  are  try¬ 
ing  to  go  on  to  success  under  the  leadership 
of  our  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  E.  Williams. 
Pray  for  us. — Reporter. 
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Obituaries 

CHAFFERS— On  December  28,  1926,  little 
Vira  May  Chaffers,  of  Natchitoches,  La.,  was 
fatally  burned  and  died  on  December  29,  at 
the  age  of  four  years.  She  leaves  to  mourn, 
mother,  father,  grandmother  and  grand¬ 
father,  and  a  boat  of  relatives. — Chas.  An¬ 
derson,  Reporter. 

HOWARD— Howard  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Pope,  Tenn.,  mourns  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  its  oldest  member  in  the  person  of 
Mr.  J.  A.  Howard,  who  passed  from  labor 
to  reward,  Wednesday,  December  29,  1926. 
He  was  born  in  Hickman  County,  February 
22,  1838,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years.  He  came  to  Perry  County  when  only 
eight  years  of  age.  He  professed  religion 
and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  year  1880,  living  a  devout  Christian. 
His  death  came  as  a  shock  to  his  many  friends 
when  he  suddenly  fell  asleep  in  the  arms  of 
JesuP.  To  know  Bro.  Howard  was  to  love, 
honor,  and  respect  him.  Not  only  the  be¬ 
reaved  home  and  the  church  mourn  his  pass¬ 
ing,  but  the  entire  community  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  as  a  whole,  so  far  as  he  was  known.  He 
has  passed  from  our  midst,  but  he  can  never 
pass  from  our  memory.  He  leaves  to  mourn 
their  loss  a  wife,  daughter,  two  sons,  six 
grandchildren,  nine  great-grandchildren.  Fu¬ 
neral  services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  W. 
C.  Pope,  a  Primitive  Baptist  minister,  white, 
of  this  place,  who  had  long  ago  formed  a 
lasting  friendship  with  the  deceased,  thus  en¬ 
abling  him  to  speak  beautifully  of  his  life  as 
a  Christian  gentleman.  He  took  for  the 
words  of  his  text.  Job  14.  14:  “If  a  man 
die,  shall  he  live  again?”— Berniece  Craig, 
Reporter. 

SEVARE— On  Tuesday  night,  January  4, 
Sister  Sarah  Ann  Sevare,  of  Natchitpehes, 
La.,  departed  this  life.  For  thirty-four 
years  she  was  a  faithful  member  of  Asbury 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was 
president  of  the  Stewardess  Board;  also  the 
communion  steward.  Sister  Sevare  was 
forty-eight  years  of  ag^  at  her  death.  She 
leaves  to  mourn  her  departed  life  four  daugh¬ 
ters,  two  sons,  two  sisters,  and  a  host  of 
friends.  She  was  buried  by  the  Ixme  Star 
Lodge,  No.  2,  and  the  Golden  Temple,  No.  8, 
of  the  S.  M.  T.  Sister  Sevare  was  present 
at  class  meeting  at  9  o’clock  and  aied  at 
11  o’clock  the  same  night. — C%as.  Anderson, 
Reporter. 

YOUNG — Mrs.  Octavia  Young,  a  good  and 
faithful  member  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 


copal  Church,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  passed 
from  labor  to  rest,  January  8,  1927,  at  her 
home  on  Seventh  St. — J.  D.  Wheaton,  Pastor. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

I  wish  to  thank  Santa  Claus,  in  the  person 
of  Mrs.  Mary  Lee  Moore,  a- member  .  oL^St- 
Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  CJiurch,  Sumrall, 
Miss.,  for  three  bags  of  fruit  and  four  dollars 
in  cash. — ^L.  E.  Nicholson. 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  president 
of  the  Steward  Sisters  of  the  Thomas  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mansfield,  La., 
for  a  Christmas  dinner,  served  at  the  par¬ 
sonage.  Sister  Ella  Johnson  is  the  president. 
May  the  Lord’s  blessing  ever  remain  with 
her. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Kirvin. 

The  pastor  and  wife  wish  to  thank  the 
friends  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  their  many  gifts  on  Christmas 
and  New  Year’s.  Mrs.  John  G.  Lewis  gave 
a  large  basket  with  many  things  in  it.  Sis¬ 
ters  Gladys  Noles,  Sevare,  N.  Blackstone, 
Sidney,  and  Brothers  E.  H.  Hayes,  Watkins, 
and  J.  G.  Lewis  gave  $6.  May  the  Lord 
bless  these  good  people  of  Natchitoches. — 
Chas.  Anderson. 

We  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  ladies 
of  the  Douglas  Sunshine  Circle  for  bringing 
to  the  little  children  of  the  North  Side  a 
lively  Christmas  party,  including  a  Christ¬ 
mas  tree,  Santa,  and  the  Christmas  spirit. 
The  great  need  of  the  world  is  human  sym¬ 
pathy,  and  many  little  children  who  might 
have  been  neglected  were  made  happy  by 
these  evangels  of  peace.  May  the  Douglas 
Sunshine  Circle  continue  its  ^eat  work,  led 
by  Mrs.  W.  C.  Tubbs.  ’After  having  enjoyed 
two  hours  with  the  little  children,  the  pastor. 
Rev.  G.  W.  Thomas,  and  members  extended 
a  standing  vote  of  thanks  to  the  ladies  of  the 
cirde. — The  Rev.  .G.  W.  Thomas,  Pastor, 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

I  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  good 
members  and  friends  of  St.  Mary’s  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Hogansville,  Ga.,  and  the 
members  of  Wadley’s  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Ckjrinth,  Ga.,  for  the  splendid 
gifts  these  good  people  made.  The  members 
of  St.  Mary’s  Church  gave  a  suit  of  clothes, 
$M.  They  were  led  by  Mrs.  Florence  Poy- 
thress,  Mrs.  Elisa  Wood,  Mr.  E.  P.  Shanks, 
and  others.  The  follawing  persons  contrib¬ 
uted  as  follows:  Mrs.  Florence  Poythress, 
$7.70;  Mrs.  Elisa  Wood,  $10.86;  Mr.  E.  P. 
Shan^,  $2;  Miss  Pearl  Hendon,  $2.18;  Mrs. 
Nancy  Philpot,  $1.40;  Miss  Julia  Mobley, 
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8fic;  and  the  Ladies'  Aid,  $7.  Others  who 
contributed  were:  J.  H.  Thrash,  John  Rob¬ 
inson,  Tom  Balock,  C.  Ector,  John  Hoaan, 
E.  D.  Montgomery,  E.  D.  Woodruff,  Wuter 
Woodruff,  Walter  Glenn,  Joyce  Foiling, 
Ruth  Mobley,  W.  M.  Carter,  Minnie  Reed, 
Da'sy  Shanks,  T.  Long,  L.  M.  Bridges,  Annie 
Spencer,  Jettie  Jenkins,  Millie  Hendon,  and 
others.  The  members  of  Wadley’s  Chapel, 
Corinth,  Ga.,  made  up  a  package  which  con¬ 
tained  socks,  hat,  and  shirt.  These  were  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mrs.  Sallle  Johnson,  Lottie  W. 
Harris,  Susie  Mae  Johnson,  Ben  Robinson, 
R.  C.  Montgomery,  and  others.  God  bless 
these  good  people. — The  Rev.  J.  H.  Bridges, 
Pastor. 


DICKS 

ANTISEPTIC 


^PORCUTS,WOUNDS.BRUISeS, 

^  bURNS,SCALDS.CRAMPS.COIJC 

A  PROMPTOERMICIDE 

HEALING^  SOOTHING- COOLING 


Woman’s  Column 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  The  Wo¬ 
man’s  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Way- 
cross  District — My  Dear  Co-workers:  The  old 
year  has  passed,  and  God  has  brought  us 
into  another  bright  and  happy  new  year.  Let 
us  get  about  our  Father’s  business.  Sisters, 
if  you  have  not  organised,  do  so;  the  church 
calls  you  and  Christ  calls  you.  Let  us  lay 
aside  an3rthing  that  might  hinder  our  success. 
Be  punctual;  meet  on  time  and  adjourn  on 
time.  Work  and  pray.  Without  prayer  we 
can  do  nothing.  Let  us  pray  more  than 
ever  before  for  the  upbuilding  of  Christ’s 
kingdom.  Let  me  remind  you  of  the  observ¬ 
ance  of  Lenten  services  on  Good  Friday,  and 
let  each  of  us  make  that  a  day  of  prayer 
and  fasting.  The  harvest  is  great,  and  the 
laborers  are  few.  Let  us  not  leave  one  stone 
unturned.  Train  the  young  people  in  this 
great  work,  that  they  may  be  able  to  fill  our 
places  whei.  we  are  gone.  Let  me  urg^  you  to 
put  forth  every  effort  to  put  the  program 
over.  Our  District  Convention  is  near  at  hand, 
which  convenes  at  Waynesboro,  Ga.,  March 
26,  1927.  We  want  every  auxiliary  to  have 
a  good  report.  We  did  well  last  year,  but 
let  us  try  and  carry  the  standard  higher  this 
ytr.  fafl  to  pay  your  dues  of  ten 

and  raise  your  Conference 
claims.  0<M  WOl  bless  the  cheerful  giver. 
If  we  do  this,,  we  will  not  feel  ashamed  when 
we  go  up  to  the  convention  in  June.  Send 
all  money  to  Mrs.  Nona  B.  Prothro,  109  King 
Street,  LaGrange,  Ga.  Subscribe  for  “Wo¬ 
man’s  Home  Missions’’;  only  fifty  cents  per 
year.  Dear  district  superintendents  and  pas¬ 
tors,  will  you  give  us  your  aid  and  co-oper¬ 
ation  in  this  great  struggle?  Let  me  appeal 
to  you  again,  dear  sisters,  to  do  your  best. 
“The  greatest  thing  in  life  you  ask.  Is  to  do 
the  present  task;  To  think,  to  work,  to  love, 
to  pray,  To  All  each  moment  of  each  day. 
Week  in  and  out  throughout  the  year.  By 
helping  men  their  burdens  bear.  The  joy  of 
life  I  early  learned.  Is  never  given,  it  must 
be  earned  In  serving  God,  by  serving  man, 
Through  the  self-forgetful,  Christlike  plan.” 
Yours  in  His  service. — Juliette  Bell,  Dis¬ 
trict  President. 


433  Bourbon  St. 


F.  A.  DICKS 
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Mary  Anderson,  Conference  Secretary,  714 
Daniel  Street,  Waycross,  Ga. 

Inquiry 

I  wish  to  inquire  for  my  son,  whose  name 
is  Lank  Edinburg.  His  father’s  and  mother’s 
names  are  Sam  and  Laura  Edinburg.  When 
last  heard  of  he  was  in  Luxora,  Ark.,  leav¬ 
ing  there  to  go  to  Burdette,  Ark.  He  was 
reared  in  Harriston,  Miss.  Pastors,  please 
read  this  request  from  your  pulpits,  ana  send 
all  information  to  his  mother,  Laura  Edin¬ 
burg,  P.  O.  Box  8,  Harriston,  Miss. 

Echoes  from  Fulton  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal 
Church 

CHICAGO,  ILL. 

Methodism  on  the  West  Side,  in  Chicago, 
is  seeing  a  new  day  through  the  “Seven  Day” 

Church  program  which  is  in  progress  at 
the  Fulton  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  under  the  leadership  of  I.  Garland 
Penn,  Jr.,  pastor,  and  Cj.  Harris,  as¬ 

sistant,  together  with'HTe  co-obe'^aiion  of  the 
local  board  of  trustees.  Dr.  J.  Frank  Arm¬ 
strong,  chairman,  backed  by  the  church 
membership  and  community  at  large.  Dr. 

Charles  Williams  is  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Social  Service;  Mrs.  Dr.  Gertie  Crawford 
is  the  efficient  secretary.  In  the  last  eight¬ 
een  months  the  church  membership  has  in¬ 
creased  over  60  per  cent.  The  attendance 
at  the  regular  church  services  has  doubled. 

The  pastor  of  the  church  has  held  his  own 
revivals,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  great 
Fulton  Street  choir,  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  Marie  J.  Brooks.  During  these  serv¬ 
ices,  together  with  the  other  regular  sefvices 
held  on  Sundays,  100  conversions  and  ac¬ 
cessions  to  the  church  have  been  made.  Jan¬ 
uary  8,  1927,  was  Southwestern  Day.  Re¬ 
port  will  be  made  later. 

The  church  property  has  been  improved, 
namely:  interior  church  building  redecorated 
and  new  electric  fixtures  installed  at  a  cost 
of  iilt,200;  raised  in  rally,  $1,200,  and  a  loan 
secured  for  $3,000  at  7  per  cent. 

At  the  recommendation  of  the  pastor,  in 
order  that  the  church  could  save  the  interest 
cost  of  the  loan,  $600  is  raised  each  year  and 
invested  in  gold  bonds  that  bring  7  per  cent 
interest  each  year,  thus  in  five  years  the 
loan  is  covered  with  no  cost  to  the  local 
church.  Thirteen  hundred  dollars  was  raised 
in  the  recent  rally,  out  of  which  was  in¬ 
vested  the  first  installment  on  loan.  World 
Service  raised  to  date  in  advance  to  last 
year. 

Activities:  A  great  new  organized  church 
choir  of  forty-three  voices,  which,  during  the 
summer  months,  renders  Sunday  evening 
progprams  in  the  different  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  churches  (white),  together  with  broad¬ 
casting  over  radio  (WLS,  Chicago).  Dra¬ 
matic  club  of  young  men  and  women  who  re¬ 
cently  gave  the  play,  “A  Woman’s  Honor,”  her  in  class  December  1,  1926,  fifteen,  under 
to  a  packed  audience  within  the  church,  the  direction  of  Mr.  Councill  M.  Harris. 
Scout  organization  of  forty-eight  boys,  under  Free  employment  bureau,  positions  and  serv-* 
the  leadership  of  Mr.  James  Crane.  Junior  ice  rendered  to  247  persons  up  to  December 
church  of  fifty-five  children,  under  the  di-  1,  1926.  Ladies’  Aid,  Willing  Workers, 
rectlon  of  Miss  Constance  Hinton.  Branch  missionary  clubs,  and  many  other  features 
of  Chicago  public  library.  Miss  Myrtle  Perry,  interest  this  great  church  in  Chicago.— I. 
office  secretary  and  librarian.  Evening  Garland  Penn,  Jr.,  Pastor;  C.  Maceo  Harris, 
classes  in  shorthand  and  typewriting;  num-  Assistant. 


TEACHERS’ BIBLES 


ttd  tha  moat  antboritativo  Alda  to  Bible 
Stody.  Priwtad  In  Blaek  Fee#  Type, 
Beautiful  Bindings. 

Samf/br  IButfrafed  Catalog 

1HE  JOHN  C.  WINSTON  CO.,  PuUUtoe 

awcftan  MN«  Bmltmrurt 

81  WmSHON  MILBINa  PHiuoaniM 


Communion  Service  Outfits 

Individual,  the  present  day 
method — cleanly  and  sani  tary. 
A  more  impressive  service. 
Beautiful  sets  reasonable 
prices.  Write  for  catalog. 

DeMouIin  Bros.  &  Co.,  Dept  42,  Greentilla,  IE. 


CHimCH  FURNITURE 

EvtnMngjfoT  Chunk  uuJ  SumJuy  Sekool  _ 
I  Mb  ProuiPuetoryloYou.  Fintcubdotfnt.  ^9 

I  DeMouIin  Broo.  9t  Co.  Sfl 

sj  1143  SMid>4diSc.,Graeii*ills,llltoah 


TOBACCO 


Or  Snuff  Habit 
Qa-adOr  No  Pay 

MMlhiM  If  »  Ub  UHSWmr 


WONDEK  BEAUTY  HAIR  PRODUCTS 
If  you  would  like  soft,  rich,  luxuriant  bair,  try 
our_  products.  Our  wonder  shampoo  cake,  wonder 
tonic,  and  other  preparations  are  marvelously  effect¬ 
ive.  Larae  trial  packase  sent  for  $1.00,  poetpaid. 
Asrcnts  wanted.  La  Fleer  Co.,  Albion.  Mkh. 

BEAUTIFUL  COLORED  SCRIPTURE  POST  CARDS 
These  cards  have  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  Twenty- 
third  P&alin,  the  Beatitudes,  Bible  verses,  etc*, 
printed  thereon  in  wonderful  deeiams.  Sample,  4e: 
6  for  12c:  12  for  20c:  assorted.  The  Uplift  Co., 


PLEASANT  ROOT 

Inexpensively  overcomes  any  tobacco  or 
snuff  habit.  Not  medicine.  Send  address. 

J.  O.  STOKES,  Mohawh,  Florida. 
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CINCINNATI 


To  make  my  life  what  Thou  wouldst  have  it  he 
To  consecrate  my  little  all  to  Thee, 

To  yield  my  will  as  subject  to  Thine  own. 

That  I  like  Christ  may  he: 

This  is  my  task. 


To  see  the  world  as  Thou  wouldsPhave  me  see 
To  take  my  cross  and  follow  after  Thee, 

To  tell  the  news  of  love  so  freely  given, 

That  all  mankind  might  know: 

This  is  my  task. 


To  spend  my  strength  in  service.  Lord,  for  Thee 
To  go  or  stay  where’er  Thou  sendest  me; 

No  thought  of  crown,  hut  only  that  my  Lord 
All  men  from  sin  might  free: 

This  is  my  task. 

— A.  L.  Faust. 
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Personal  and  General 

— 'Presldeat  J.  B.  P.  Shaw,  mi  Haven  TSBch- 
ei«*  CoHapik  Meridian.  Miss,  deUvere4  the 
Ffw4{l^  Hay  addreie  at  Ganunoo  The- 
0W|^m1  Seminary.  Attaata,  Ga,  January  18. 

— Mliiiop  Wiliam  F.  McDowell  will  apend 
flue  days  la  Blrmtagham,  Ala,  begtauiing 
Sunday,  February  8,  pieachiiyr  daily  in  the 
First  Methodist  Bpi^pal  Church,  South. 
Baf^int  Monday,  February  14,  he  will  de¬ 
liver  five  lactnrea  at  Gammon  School  of  The¬ 
ology,  at  Atlanta,  Ga,  upon  the  subject, 
“That  I  May  Save  Some.” 

— Clark  Memorial  Methodist  ^ilscopal 
Church,  NaahviUe,  is  jnsUy  proud  of  its  pas¬ 
toral  leadarihip,  both  in  ty^  of  individual¬ 
ity  and  the  splendid  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held  generally.  A  man  of  convincing  plat¬ 
form  ability.  Or.  G.  W.  Lewis  is  in  constant 
demand.  His  recent  Emancipation  Day  ad¬ 
dress  at  Huntsville,  Ala.,  was  pronounced 
great 

— Can  Yon  Give  the  Wordings  or.  If  Not  the 
Actual  Words,  the  Substance  of  t^  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments?  Try  it  and  write  out  your  ex- 

Krlment  in  a  story  of  SOO  words  before 
ibmary  28,  1927.  For  the  best  such  story, 
TAs  Northw&ittm  Ckrittian  Advoeatt  is 
offering  a  prise  of  $26.  Send  manuscript  to 
Editor  Dan  B.  Bmmmitt  740  Rush  Street 
Chicago.  Hie  object  of  the  cmitest  is  to  test 
the  widespread  ignorance  of  the  Bible. 

— Bishop  Charles  Edward  Locke,  St  Paul, 
Minn.,  will  give  a  series  of  addresses  at  the 
Pacific  Coast  Theological  Conference,  Los 
An^es,  Calif,  January  81  to  February  4. 
Bishop  Locke  will  discuss  “Essentials  of 
Christian  Faith,”  “The  Divine  Personal¬ 
ity  and  Prayer,”  and  “The  Growing  of  the 
Soul.”  Representative  ministers  and  laymen 
from  the  entire  Pacific  Coast  will  be  in  at¬ 
tendance,  and  the  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Wiltshire  Boulevard  Congregational  Church, 
Los  Angeles. 

— Gooding  College,  Wesleyan,  Idaho,  Dr.  C. 
W.  Tenney,  president  boasts  of  having  one 
patron,  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Martin,  Methodist 
Episcopal  pastor  at  Hugo,  Colo,  who  has 
four  members  of  his  family  in  the  college, 
representing  all  four  college  classes.  They 
are  Paul,  junior;  Lillian,  freshman;  Ellen, 
senior;  and  Charles,  sophomore.  The  father, 
asked  why  he  sent  his  children  so  far  to  at¬ 
tend  school,  replied,  “I  personally  visited 
Gooding  College  and  found  there  just  the 
work  and  the  Christian  influence  my  chil¬ 
dren  needed.” 

— ^Thls  oflBce  is  greatly  gratified  to  learn  of 
the  sustained  upward  trend  toward  recovery 
in  the  health  of  Bishop  F.  T.  Keeney,  who 
has  been  seriously  ill  for  several  weeks. 
Pending  and  in  interest  of  complete  recovery, 
he  is  enjoying  requested  relief  temporarily 
from  residential  supervision  under  his  phy¬ 
sician’s  orders,  and  his  Conferences  are  be¬ 
ing  held  as  follows:  The  Nebraska,  by  Bishop 
Locke;  Upper  Iowa  and  Northwest  Iowa, 
Bishop  Hughes;  Iowa  and  Des  Moines, 
Bishop  Waldorf. 

— ^An  auspicious  day  in  the  development  of 
Kimball  School  of  Theology,  at  Salem,  Ore., 
was  observed  when  the  Rev.  John  Martin 
Cause,  Ph.B,  D.D.,  was  inaugurated  presi¬ 
dent  on  January  18,  1927.  At  the  cere¬ 
monies,  held  at  First  Church,  Bishop  Shepard 
was  presiding  ofScer.  Dr.  Edward  Laird 
Mills,  editor  of  the  Pacific  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate  and  president  of  Kimball  board  of  trus¬ 
tees,  delivered  the  installation  address  upon 
“The  Ministerial  Situation.”  Dr.  Carl  G. 
Doney,  president  of  Willamette  University, 
delivered  an  address  also  on  “The  Place  of 
the  Christian  College,”  as  did  President  Ed¬ 
ward  H.  Todd,  of  the  College  of  Puget 
Sound,  upon  “What  the  Church  Expects  of 
Her  liieological  Schools.”  The  very  apt  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  Inaugural  address  by  Kimball’s 
new  president  was,  “The  Motive  and  Scope 
of  Theological  Education.”  At  the  inaugural 
reception  felicitations  from  the  several  pat¬ 
ronising  Conferences  were  extended  by  Dr. 
Byron  H.  WOson  for  the  Puget  Sound;  Dr. 
R.  E.  Smith  for  Columbia  River;  Dr.  Paul 
Edwards  for  Oregon;  and  President  Charles 
Tenney  for  Gooding  College.  Afterward  a 
gracious  collation  was  tendered  in  the  as¬ 


sembly  room  of  First  Church  by  the  pastor. 
Rev.  Fred  C.  Taylor,  and  a  bevy  of  ladies 
of  the  ehnrdi. 

Upper  Mississippi 
Conference  Appointments 

CLARKSDALE  DISTRICT 
C.  W.  BuTLxa,  DUtriet  8wp«rimieitd*nt 
Clarksdale,  Miss. 

Beverly-Oak  Grove,  B.  H.  Holmes.  Clarks¬ 
dale,  B.  F.  Woolfolk  Clayton,  to  be  sup¬ 
plied.  Coahoa^  Lola,  and  JoBMtown,  L. 
W.  Washinotoo.  Darling-Sled^  A.  A. 
Marsh.  Dublin-Lombardy,  M.  E.  Perry. 
Gunnison,  B.  L.  Lee.  L^bert-Crowder,  J. 
H.  Herron.  Minter  City,  P.  A.  Lemon. 
Phillip,  C.  W.  Evans.  Ruleville,  D.  D.  SheUy. 
RuleviUe  Ct,  A.  L.  Hickman.  -  Shdby- 
Mound  Bayou,  J.  H.  Bynum.  Shellmound, 
P.  H.  Jackson.  Webb,  D.  D.  Reid. 

DURANT  DISTRICT 
C.  V.  HxmrxB,  DUtriet  Superintendent  . 
P.  O.,  Durant,  Miss. 

Ackerman,  J.  M.  Walton.  Durant,  R.  B. 
Adams.  Ebeneser,  B.  O.  Gilmore.  Good¬ 
man,  H.  H.  Wesley.  Kosciusko,  J.  P.  Wat¬ 
son.  Kosciusko  Ct.,  D.  M.  P.  Hazley.  Kos¬ 
ciusko  Mission,  to  be  supplied.  Lexington, 

F.  J.  Talbert.  Lexington  Ct.,  W.  D.  Reid. 
Louisville,  A.  A.  Wright.  Louisville  Ct.,  to 
be  supplied.  McCool,  J.  H.  Everett.  Pick¬ 
ens,  B.  H.  Ashford.  Pilgrim  Rest,  J.  F. 
Weatherly.  Sturgis,  A.  Wilson.  Sulphur 
Springs,  to  be  supplied.  Sallis-Durant  Ct, 

G.  W.  Hunt.  Weir,  B.  D.  Cameron.  West, 
to  be  supplied. 

GREENWOOD  DISTRICT 
D.  Gbeeit,  DUtriet  Superintendent 
P.  O.,  West  Point  Miss. 
Avalon-Money,  Wm.  McCaskill.  Belxoni, 

M.  J.  Stalling.  Carrollton  Ct.,  O.  W.  Crump. 
Duck  Hill,  G.  Spencer.  Greenwood,  E.  R. 
Miller.  Greenville,  N.  C.  Crawford.  Heads, 
A.  L.  Williams.  Indianola,  F.  P.  Leonard. 
Inverness,  R.  D.  Gerald.  Itta  Bena,  J.  W. 
Winbush.  Kilmichael,  W.  S.  Leak.  Morgan 
City,  to  be  supplied.  North  Carrollton,  M. 
L.  Ross.  Slater,  H.  L.  Jones.  Vaiden  Ct., 
J.  H.  Gaston.  Winona,  E.  F.  Scarborough. 

HOLLY  SPRINGS  DISTRICT 
A.  G.  Cous,  DUtriet  Superintendent,  . . 

P.  O.  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 
Abbeville,  L.  I.  Young.  AlesvUle,  P.  R. 
Jenkins.  Batesville,  to  be  supplied.  Gren¬ 
ada,  E.  A.  Mayes.  Grenada  Circuit  E.  M. 
Byrd.  Hemando-Mineral  Wells,  A.  B. 
Blewitt.  Holly  Springs,  G.  M.  Chisholm. 
Holly  Springs  Circuit,  J.  W.  Jones.  New 
Albany,  A.  G.  Marshall.  New  Albany  Cir¬ 
cuit  J-  R.  Little.  Oxford,  J.  L.  King.  Ox¬ 
ford  Circuit  to  be  supplied.  Pontotoc,  S. 
J.  Mack.  Pontotoc  Circuit,  W.  H.  Moody. 
Potts  Camp,  G.  Orange.  Potts  Camp  Cir¬ 
cuit  Chas.  A.  Talbert.  Ripley,  M.  C.  Pul¬ 
liam.  Ripley  Circuit  B.  E.  Pogues.  Ripley 
Mission,  to  be  supplied.  Sardis-Spring  Hill, 

N.  O.  Griffin.  Water  Valley,  H.  R.  Bank- 
head. 

STARKVILLE  DISTRICT 
J.  H.  Talbext,  DUtriet  Superintendent, 

P.  O.  West  Point,  Miss. 

Bradley  Mission,  to  be  supplied.  Brooks- 
ville,  J.  W.  Byrd.  Columbus,  St.  James,  W. 
N.  Redmond.  Columbus  Circuit,  C.  A. 
George.  Columbus  Mission,  to  be  supplied. 
Crawford,  R.  L.  Sweeney.  Eupora,  H.  F. 
Cook.  Fern  Springs-Hickory,  Wm.  Max¬ 
well.  Longview,  J.  J.  Johnson.  Maben,  I. 
R.  Butler.  Macon,  G.  W.  Walton.  Macon 
Circuit  L.  V.  Kinard.  Mashulaville,  C.  I. 
Ashford.  Rock  Hill,  E.  D.  Montgomery. 
Shuqulak,  W.  C.  Hilliard.  Starkville,  Z.  T. 
Powell.  Starkville  Circuit  G.  W.  Weatherly. 
West  Point,  Wm.  Brownridge.  West  Point 
Circuit,  W.  D.  Harper. 

TUPELO  DISTRICT 
B.  W.  Wtwh,  DUtriet  Superintendent, 

P.  O.  Box  69,  Tupelo,  Miss. 
Aberdeen,  J.  R.  Nevils;  Second  Church, 
W.  B.  Rogers.  Amory,  J.  M.  Marsh.  Amory 


Circuit  S.  S.  Brown.  Athens,  L.  F.  Jones. 
Bellefonntalne,  to  be  supplied.  Co^th,  C. 
H.  MsBwell.  Corinth  Ciradt  to  be  siwfdlo^ 
Houston,  W.  F.  Burton.  Honston  CIrenM 
A.  B.  'l^er.  Nettleton,  H.  Wilson.  Okji 
loDO,  D.  B.  McNair.  Okolona  Circuit  J.  L. 
Glenn.  Prairie,  to  be  supplied.  Pleasant 
Valley  Circuit  J*  T.  Cannon.  Strong,  N.  H. 
Cooperwood.  Tupelo,  W.  H.  Goldra.  Tu¬ 
pelo  Circuit  Steward  Houston. 

Speeied  AppohUmente — J.  W.  Golden,  Con¬ 
ference  evangelist  member  of  Asbuty, 
Holly  Springs,  Quarterly  Conference.  C.  H. 
Pierson,  professor  in  Rust  College,  member 
of  Asbury,  Holly  Springs,  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference. 

Crescent  City  Notes 

Haven  Chapel — Haven  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  stUl  ru]^ng  true  to 
form.  Under  the  leadership  of  our  good 
pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Johnson,  we  are  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  one  of  the  greatest  year’s 
work  in  the  history  of  the  church.  All  minds 
are  now  on  a  new  and  better  Haven,  and 
with  the  people  in  union,  working  together 
as  they  are  now  doing,  this  dream  wUl  soon 
be  realised.  Our  pastor  is  giving  us  two 
great  sermons  every  Sunday,  and  they  are 
having  a  telling  effect  upon  the  life  of  the 
community.  We  are  making  new  additions 
to  the  church  from  time  to  lime.  Out  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  has  held  his  first  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference,  and  in  speaking  of  our  ne 
church  plans,  he  has  promised  to  “loose 
and  let  us  go.” — F.  C.  Brown,  Reporter. 

Haven  Chapel. — As  the  weather  was  calm 
and  fair  for  a  good  sail  on  January  8,  the 
“Haven’s  Old  SUp  of  Zion”  made  a  fair  saU 
over  in  Jefferson  parish  to  the  residence  of 
Mr.  Charles  Daggs  and  gave  him  a  delightful 
surprise,  which  was  on  his  birthday.  Ever 
since  the  “Old  Ship  of  Zion”  was  organized 
for  the  benefit  of  building  a  new  “Haven,” 


times,  and  he  has  never  accepted  any  payment 
for  his  work.  The  old  ship  is  two  years  old. 
After  arriving  at  his  home  we  had  a  splen¬ 
did  progfram.  The  Rev.  J.  B.  Johnson  acted 
as  master  of  ceremony.  Every  auxiliary  of 
the  church  was  on  the  program.  Mr. 
Henry  Williams  started  a  subscription  list 
among  the  members  of  the  church,  and  a 
handsome  sum  was  raised.  On  Brother 
Dag^’  birthday,  Mrs.  L.  R.  Scott  presented 
to  him  in  behalf  of  the  church  a  beautiful 
leather  belt  with  gold-monogramed  buckle 
as  a  token  of  appreciation  for  his  g;ood  work. 
After  the  program  was  rendered,  a  luscious 
and  bountiful  spread  was  given  to  all  pres¬ 
ent  All  wished  him  a  happy  birthday,  and 
went  away  happy.  We  pray  God’s  blessingd 
upon  Mr.  Daggs  and  his  good  wife  and  the 
“Old  Ship  of  Zion.” — Edmond  A.  Burke,  Re¬ 
porter. 
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U  niting  Africa 

To  the  Whole  World  of  Men 


The  above  caption  is  the  purpose  set  forth  as  the 
objective  of  the  co-operative  studies  and  plans 
undertaken  by  the  Belgian  Conference  on  Africa, 
held  in  September,  1926. 

Every  aspect  of  the  social  problem  of  Africa’s  up¬ 
lift  was  frankly  and  openly  discussed  by  the  Conference, 
whose  personnel  of  more  than  300  individuals  was  of 
such  a  varied  complexion  of  religious  and  political  faith 
as  to  give  assurances  of  the  most  intelligent  and  sym¬ 
pathetic  considerations.  The  atmosphere  was  thor¬ 
oughly  pervaded  with  good  will  for  Africans  as  well  as 
indicating  new  attitudes  on  part  of  all  governments  to¬ 
ward  Africa.  “Never  has  Africa  had  light  concentrated 
from  so  varied  and  representative  an  array  of  experts  on 
its  varied  human,  economic,  political,  moral,  and  intel¬ 
lectual  concerns.” 

To  insure  the  point  of  view  of  those  related  by  racial 
ties  as  well,  in  consideration  of  Africa’s  problems,  a  rep¬ 
resentative  group  of  Negroes  was  present  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  all  its  deliberations.  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair,  of 

the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  Bishop - , 

of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Mr.  Max 
Yergen,  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. ;  President  John  Hope,  of 
Morehouse  College,  Atlanta ;  Secretaries  East  and  Gra¬ 
ham  ;  the  Revs.  Dube  and  Mahabane,  of  South  Africa ; 
Mrs.  Florence  C.  Williams,  of  the  Department  of  Health 
of  North  Carolina,  and  others  contributed  richly  to  the 
discussions  in  the  Conference  and  in  the  sectional  groups, 
and  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  findings  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  deals  with  the  question  of  larger  participation  in 
African  evangelization  by  representatives  of  the  Negro 
churches  of  America. 

Education,  evangelism,  language  and  literature,  eco¬ 
nomic  questions,  health,  racial  problems,  and  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Negro’s  relation  to  Africa’s  advancement  were  the 
vital  issues  discussed  by  the  Conference.  The  first  and 
the  last  of  these  held  the  stage  as  probably  the  most 
important  immediate  considerations.  It  is  gratifying  to 
observe  the  Conference’s  approach  to  the  question  of 
education  for  Africa.  Says  their  statement:  “This 
Conference  regards  Christlikeness  as  the  supreme  moral 
achievement,  and  to  fashion  character  after  the  pattern 
of  Christ  is  to  them  that  definition  of  the  aim  of  edu¬ 
cation  which,  traced  out  in  all  its  implications,  is  felt 
by  the  consent  of  our  whole  nature  to  be  at  once  the 
highest  and  most  comprehensive.”  Such  a  declaration 
of  ideal  and  purpose  in  educational  procedure  has  defi¬ 
nite  bearing  on  content  and  policy  of  the  educational 
process.  There  may  not  be  agreement  always  as  to 
method;  this  is  subordinate  in  value  to  ideal,  content, 
and  objective. 

Educational  policy  advocated  by  the  Conference 
favors  a  general  division  of  educational  task  between 
the  agencies  of  the  governments  concerned  and  mission¬ 
ary  and  native  agencies. ,  To  the  former  rightfully  be¬ 


longs  the  formulation  and  general  direction  of  the  policy, 
together  with  general  administration  and  supervision  of 
the  educational  institutions.  Co-operation  should  he  ef¬ 
fected  through  an  advisory  board,  on  which  government, 
missionaries,  natives,  and  European  non-official  commu¬ 
nities  are  represented.  To  the  church  would  be  intrusted 
village,  central  village,  intermediate,  and  secondary 
schools,  together  with  teacher  training.  To  the  govern¬ 
ment  would  be  committed  higher  and  technical  instruc¬ 
tion,  with  missionary  representation  on  the  governing 
boards  of  such  schools,  however.  Financing  of  educa¬ 
tion  would  be  by  the  government,  by  the  church,  and  by 
native  taxation. 

Christian  character  development,  agriculture,  health 
conservation,  citizenship,  economic  and  industrial  ques¬ 
tions,  and  cultural  subjects  are  recommended  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  as  the  immediate,  essential  requirements  of  an 
adequate  native  education  for  Africa;  this  to  be  given 
through  the  medium  of  the  vernacular.  Varying  as  little 
as  possible  from  this  rule  in  primary  instruction,  in  the 
stages  beyond  the  primary  grades,  European  language 
study  should  be  begun  in  order  to  enable  the  pupil  to 
meet  situations  arising  from  his  contact  with  European 
civilization,  and  to  make  his  contribution  to  the  shaping 
of  a  developing  society. 

Religious  education  is  to  be  emphasized  as  a  major 
activity  in  native  education.  Here  the  term  is  inter¬ 
preted  as  the  transmission  and  development  of  the  body 
of  religious  knowledge;  the  creation  of  ethical  ideals;  the 
translation  of  this  knowledge  and  ideal  into,  and  rela¬ 
tion  with,  practical  worship,  and  general  conduct  in  all 
life  relationships. 

Far-reaching  hope  is  cherished  by  the  Conference  as 
to  possibilities  of  the  already  established  International 
Institute  of  African  Languages  and  Cultures.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  help  (a)  to  solve  linguistic  problems;  (b)  to 
remedy  and  to  prevent  expensive  mistakes  in  the  choice 
of  orthography;  (c)  to  prepare  school  textbooks  adapted 
to  the  needs  and  conditions  of  African  life;  (d)  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  better  understanding  of  the  distinctive  character 
and  contiibution  of  African  peoples;  (e)  to  bring  about 
an  increasingly  sympathetic  attitude  on  the  part  of  gov¬ 
ernments  towards  African  vernaculars  and  towards  the 
valuable  elements  in  the  African  heritage. 

Moral,  consideration  of  the  economic  problem  of  Afr 
rica  found  fine  expression  in  the  following  paragraph: 

“The  Conference  is  deeply  convinced  that  compulsory 
or  forced  labor  for  private  enterprises  is  inadmissible  in 
any  circumstances.  It  is  also  resolutely  opposed  to  all 
forced  labor  for  public  purposes,  the  only  exceptions 
being  (a)  when  such  compulsion  is  the  only  means  of 
combating  epidemics  and  fioods  and  of  dealing  with  sim¬ 
ilar  national  emergencies,  and  (b)  reasonable  communal 
labor  in  accordance  with  native  law  and  custom.” 

We  quote  the  whole  pronouncement  of  the  Conference 
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on  racial  problems  in  South  Africa:  **The  Conference 
desires  to  express  its  profound  sympathy  with  the  people 
of  South  Africa,  both  white  and  black,  in  the  racial 
problems  with  which  they  are  called  to  deal.  It  realizes 
that  the  problem  of  relation  between  different  races, 
which  is  one  of  the  world  problems  of  the  twentieth  cen¬ 
tury,  presents  itself  in  South  Africa  in  an  exceptionally 
difficult  and  acute  form.  The  Conference  believes  that 
only  in  the  teaching  and  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ  can  a  true 
solution  be  found  for  racial  adjustments,  and  that  this 
teaching  requires  us  to  desire  and  seek  for  all  the  fullest 
opportunity  for  growth  and  progress.  The  Conference 
is  convinced  that  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  every 
community  is  inseparably  bound  up  with  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  all  its  parts.  It  cherishes  the  hope  and 
confidence  that  the  Christian  mind  of  South  Africa  will, 
out  of  the  reality,  greatness,  and  acuteness  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties,  be  able  to  make  a  contribution  of  special  value 
towards  the  improvement  of  the  relations  of  the  black 
and  white  races  throughout  the  world,  which  is  the  con¬ 
cern  of  the  whole  church  of  Christ.” 

Frankly  the  Conference  acknowledged  the  fact  that 
“most  African  governments  are  opposed  to,  or  place 
difficulties  in  the  way  of,  sending  American  Negroes  to 
Africa.  It  is  alleged  that  American  Negroes  lend  en¬ 
couragement  to  certain  movements  of  unrest  dangerous 
to  the  local  governments;  that  such  antagonism  to  gov¬ 
ernment  by  American  Negroes  has  caused  serious  dis¬ 
turbances  in  past  years;  moreover,  that  certain  Amer¬ 
ican  Negroes  have  failed  in  Africa  in  past  years.  In 
view  of  these  considerations  the  Conference  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  recommendations: 

1.  That  the  Negroes  of  America  should  be  permitted 
by  governments,  and  encouraged  by  missionary  societies, 
to  play  an  important  part  in  the  evangelization,  medical 
service,  and  education  of  Africa,  and  that  the  number 
of  their  missionaries  should  be  increased  as  qualified  can¬ 
didates  are  available  for  needed  work,  and  as  their  rep¬ 
resentatives  already  in  the  field  still  further  succeed  in 

Back  to 

AT  A  LUNCHEON  held  the  other  day  in  the  Hotel 
McAlpin,  in  New  York,  the  above  caption  carries 
^  ^  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  chief  speaker,  D. 
L.  Podel,  in  advocacy  of  the  National  Farm  School  ex¬ 
pansion  project. 

“Young  graduates  of  schools  go  out  into  the  world, 
and  after  seven  years’  of  specialized  education  start  to 
get  a  start  at  $10  a  week.  Most  of  them  would  be  better 
off  if  they  entered  farming,”  said  Mr.  Podel.  And  he 
is  right  as  far  as  their  productive  value  to  society  is 
concerned,  and  from  the  point  of  view  of  investing  their 
talent  and  life  in  the  line  of  most  profitable  anc^  effective 
expression  for  themselves.  This  fact  is  notably  true  in 
the  colored  group  of  our  population. 

Restive,  this  group  is  concerned  with  the  increasingly 
acute  problem,  due  to  the  growing  caste  and  color  preju¬ 
dice  in  American  industry  and  labor  circles,  of  finding 
favorable  fields  of  employment.  Multiplying  hundreds 
of  Negro  youth  are  graduating  to-day  from  high  school 
and  college,  and  also  from  the  universities,  adequately 
equipped  with  technical  training,  competent  to  fit  into 
the  commercial  and  industrial  scheme  as  are  their  white 


gaining  for  their  people  and  their  societies  that  public 
confidence  which  is  essential. 

2.  That  every  practicable  form  of  assistance  should  | 
be  given  in  the  spirit  of  Christian  fellowship,  as  to  col¬ 
leagues  of  the  same  missionary  status,  by  white  mission¬ 
aries  to  qualified  American  Negroes  working  in  Africa, 
and  that  the  same  spirit  of  co-operation  should  be  ex¬ 
pected  by  white  missionaries  from  American  Negro  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

3.  That  governments  should  be  supported  in  requir¬ 
ing  that  American  Negroes  wishing  to  enter  Africa  for 
missionary  purposes  should  go  out  under  the  auspices  of 
responsible  societies  of  recognized  and  well-established 
standing;  and  that,  owing  to  the  difficult  and  delicate 
interracial  situation  in  Africa,  exceptional  care  should 
be  used  in  the  selection  of  men  and  women  of  strength 
of  character  and  a  fine  spirit  of  co-operation,  able  to  meet 
the  same  tests  as  White  missionaries. 

4.  That  in  the  interest  of  comity  and  co-operation, 
American  Negro  missionary  societies  not  now  represented 
in  Africa  should  work,  as  far  as  possible,  through  well- 
established  societies  already  in  Africa;  and  that,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  general  rules  of  missionary  procedure, 
they  should  give  special  attention  to  unevangelized  dis-  j 
tricts. 

5.  That  when  missionary  societies  of  established  repu¬ 
tation  are  unable  to  secure  the  admission  to  Africa  of 
American  Negroes  needed  for  important  work  and  quali¬ 
fied  to  perform  it,  the  matter  may  properly  be  taken  up 
with  the  International  Missionary  Council  for  the  use  of 
its  friendly  offices. 

6.  In  adopting  these  resolutions  the  Conference  rec¬ 
ognizes  that  the  above  recommendations  are  not  an  ideal 
or  a  complete  solution  of  the  problon  under  jconsideration, 
but  believes  that  they  represent  the  “next  steps”  which 
may  be  wisely  taken,  and  that  they  should,  in  the  provi¬ 
dence  of  God,  gradually  bring  about  a  highly  significant 
and  important  contribution  by  the  Negroes  of  America 
to  their  distant  kindred  in  Africa. 


the  Farm 

classmates,  but  who,  because  of  the  color  of  their  skin 
(not  the  lack  of  brain  power,  or  manual  technic,  or  high 
ethical  standards  such  as  modern  business  demands),  find 
the  doors  of  business  opportunity  coldly  closed  in  their 
faces.  And  yet  we  are  citizens  in  America — “another 
name  for  opportunity.”  Despite  the  inability  imposed 
by  society  to  find  in  the  social  institutions  and  activities 
of  the  community  ample  opportunity  for  the  exercise 
and  development  of  our  productive  faculties  for  the  so¬ 
cial  good,  we. are  taunted  with  the  charge  of  incapacity 
for  skilled  endeavor  and  for  inability  to  become  assim¬ 
ilated  in  the  process  of  “Americanization.”  Continuing, 
Mr.  Podel  observes:  “There  are  76,000  less  farmers  to¬ 
day  than  in  1920,  and  men  are  going  off  the  farms  at  the 
rate  of  a  million  close  to  our  bread  and  butter.” 

And  so  the  influence  of  natural  causes  of  physical  and 
cultural  ill  adaptation  in  other  lines  is  reinforced  by 
those  other  dutocied  and  unnatural  causes  of  prejudice 
dictating  the  field  of  social  activity  for  the  exercise  of 
their  productive  powers  in  case  of  Negro  youth.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  these  considerations  would  operate  more  ef- 
( Concluded  on  page  76) 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Mexico  and  Nicaragua 

HE  press  dispatches  describing  Secretary  of  State 
Kellogg’s  appearance  before  the  Senate  Foreign 
Relations  Committee  state  that  he  was  extremely 
nervous.  It  is  not  surprising.  It  is  hard  to  recall  an 
occasion  when  a  responsible  Cabinet  officer  of  the  United 
States  in  a  time  of  crisis  in  the  relations  with  at  least 
two  other  countries,  coming  forward  with  such  a  flimsy 
tissue  of  unsupported  charges,  fears,  and  vague  asser¬ 
tions  as  a  defense  of  his  policy.  To  the  vociferous  de¬ 
mand  for  explanation  of  the  policy  of  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  toward  Nicaragua,  a  demand  which  has  come  from 
all  parts  of  the  country,  Mr.  Kellogg  offers  what  is  prin¬ 
cipally  a  catalogue  of  fears  of  Bolshevistic  propaganda. 
He  humiliates  a  great  nation  by  publicly  declaring  that 
it  trembles  in  fear  over  the  rumor  of  Bolshevistic  propa¬ 
ganda  in  Mexico  and  Nicaragua. 

His  reasoning  would  fail  to  impress  a  child.  For  his 
statement  contains  resolutions  and  statements  of  a  gen¬ 
eral  nature  made  by  Russian  Bolshevists  and  then,  with¬ 
out  justification,  the  implication  is  made  that  President 
Calles  and  the  Mexican  Government  are  responsible  for 
what  the  Russian  Communists  said  they  hoped  to  do. 
This  is  not  merely  poor  reasoning,  it  is  an  unjustifiable 
affront  to  the  Mexican  Government. 

Even  the  very  conservative  New  York  Times,  which 
with  remarkable  patience  and  allowances  has  striven  to 
support  the  policy  of  the  Government,  finds  this  state¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Kellogg  too  much  to  support.  For  it  points 
out  that  these  resolutions  from  Moscow  are  of  the  sort 
which  the  Bolshevists  have  been  putting  out  for  years, 
outlines  the  far-reaching  plans  for  revolutions  in  India, 
China,  England,  Germany,  and  Russia.  The  Times 
forcibly  says:. 

“These  projects  h^ve  been  an  ignominious  failure  aU  along  the 
line.  We  know  what  they  tried  to  do  in  this  country,  and  what  a 
wretched  fiasco  was  the  issue  of  all  their  plotting  and  mouthing 
and  pouring  out  of  money.  They  are,  in  fact,  everywhere  outside 
of  Russia,  a  discredited  and  hopeless  lot.  It  is  this  well-known 
fact  which  makes  it  seem  not  a  little  humiliating  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States,  with  all  its  strength,  with  all  the  evidence 
it  has  of  a  convinced  anti-Bolshevist  sentiment  among  all  but  a 
handful  of  the  110,000,000  of  its  citisens,  should  attempt  to  justify 
what  it  has  done  in  Nicaragua,  and  its  suspicious  attitude  toward 
Mexico,  by  admitting  that  it  stands  in  dread  of  the  hand  of  Soviet 
Russia  reaching  across  the  ocean  and  striving  to  clutch  Mexico  and 
tht  Central  American  republics.” 

Mr.  Kellogg  utterly  ignores,  as  did  the  President  a  few 
days  earlier,  the  fact  that  the  Sacasa  Government  has  a 
legal  basis  to  its  claim  for  recognition  as  the  rightful 
government  of  Nicaragua,  for  which  a  strong  case  can 
be  made.  Sacasa  had  been  Vice-President  of  Nicaragua, 
duly  elected  to  that  office.  Diaz’s  claim  to  the  office 
largely  depends  on  the  fact  that  Sacasa  was  absent  from 
the  country  when  Diaz  was  chosen.  But  it  is  clearly 
demonstrated  that  he  was  absent  by  the  compulsion  of 
the  bayonet.  It  is  also  a  matter  of  record  that  Diaz,  one 
day  after  he  was  inaugurated,  hurriedly  telegraphed  for 
United  States  marines,  who  were  sent.  Mexico  has  as 
much  legal  right  to  back  Sacasa  as  the  United  States 
has  to'  back  its  creature,  Diaz. 

The  damage  which  the  Kellogg  policy  of  the  last  few 
weeks  has  done  to  the  United  States  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  is  appalling  to  contemplate. 

The  editorial  in  the  London  Daily  News  is  a  fair  rep¬ 
resentative  of  widespread  British  opinion: 


“The  Nicaraguan  incident  is  eviliy  inspired  from  every  point  of 
view.  It  is  iikeiy  to  fail  in  its  immediate  object  by  enlisting  the 
sympathy  of  Latin  America  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  and  its  effc^  on 
public  opinion  in  Europe  wUl  be  deplorable.  How  can  America  or 
Coolidge  carry  any  moral  weight  with  the  hoary-headed 'sinners  of 
the  Old  World  when  she  lectures  them  on  their  bellicose  rivalries 
and  aggressions,  and  their  iniquitous  international  intrigues,  and 
their  short  way  with  the  weaker  brethren,  when  as  soon  as  she  is 
faced  with  an  awkward  little  problem  of  diplomacy  in  her  own 
sphere  of  Influence  she  succumbs  also  without  a  struggle  or  prayer 
for  guidance  to  the  temptation  of  the  devil?” 

This  same  conclusion  is  borne  out  by  representative 
press  opinions  in  South  and  Central  America.  La  Nacion 
of  Buenos  Aires  says: 

“We  do  not  recall  that  the  right  of  intervention  by  force  has 
ever  been  pronounced  to  such  a  disquieting  extent  as  is  done  to-day 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.” 

From  Nuestro  Diario,  Guatemala: 

“Years  of  patient  diplomatic  labor,  thousands  of  speeches,  gath¬ 
erings  and  congresses  bent  on  eradicating  from  the  Latin-American 
mind  the  remembrance  of  the  'Big  Stick’  policy  have  come  to 
naught  at  one  stroke  of  the  pen.” 

Two  very  serious  questions  must  be  answered.  First: 
Is  the  United  States  to  rest  content  with  the  hypocritical 
role  which  is  being  forced  upoh  it  by  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment?  The  Mexican  Foreign  Minister  has  made  a  strong 
point  when  he  insists  how  inexplicable  it  would  be  if  the 
United  States,  after  its  long  championship  of  peaceful 
settlements,  should  now  refuse  in  its  relations  with  Mexico 
to  listen  to  any  arguments  but  those  of  force. 

The  second  serious  question  also  emerges :  Do  we  want 
peace  or  war  with  Mexico?  This  statement  of  Secretary 
Kellogg’s  may  be  interpreted  as  either  the  result  of  a 
frantic  desire  to  save  the  face  of  the  State  Department, 
or  as  a  deliberately  unfriendly  blow  to  Mexico.  It  is 
almost  impossible  to  believe  that  the  second  alternative 
could  be  true. 

Certainly,  however,  the  American  people  wish  an  atti¬ 
tude  of  intelligence  and  persistent  good  will  to  control. 
To  insure  that,  affairs  in  Mexico  must  not  be  allowed  to 
become  as  entangled  as  they  already  are  in  Nicaragua. 

As  was  recorded  on  this  page  a  few  weeks  ago,  the 
United  States  now  has  a  treaty  with  Mexico,  confirmed 
in  1908,  of  which  the  following  is  one  of  the  agreements: 

“A  resort  shall  not  ...  be  had  to  reprisals,  aggression,  or  hos¬ 
tility  of  any  kind  .  .  .  until  the  government  of  that  (country) 
which  deems  itself  aggrieved  shall  have  maturely  consider^  in  tiie 
spirit  of  peace  and  good  neighborship  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  !that  such  differences  should  be  settled  by  the  arbitratitHi  of 
commissioners  appointed  on  each  side  or  by  that  of  a  friendly 
nation.  And  should  such  course  be  proposed  by  either  party,  tt 
shall  he  acceded  to  by  the  other  unless  deemed  by  it  altoge^r 
incompatible  with  the  nature  of  the  differences  or  the  circumstances 
of  the  case.” 

Why  not  follow  this  treaty  both  in  its  letter  and  spirit? 

Yellow  Cars 

XOUR  Christian  country,”  said  the  Chinese  girl, 
“is  very  funny.  Last  week  I  was  in  Mississippi. 
Everyone  is  all  upset  about  me  in  Mississippi. 

“  ‘Here,’  said  one  conductor,  ‘you  can’t  put  her  in  the 
Jim  Crow  car;  she’s  not  black.’ 

“  ‘Well,  she’s  not  white,’  said  the  Pullman  porter. 

“  ‘I  don’t  care,’  I  said,  ‘put  me  somewhere.  I  am  get¬ 
ting  very  iired.’  Everyone  came  to  decide.  Where  should 
they  put  me?  Such  a  hubbub!  Such  a  commotion!  I 
sat  on  my  bag  and  waited.  By  and  by  they  put  me  in  the 
white  car.”  She  laughed.  “Too  bad  you  have  no  yellow 
cars.  Then  your  race  problem  would  be  all  solved,  yes?” 

L. 
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The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  the  Future 

Will  the  Liberal  or  Reactionary  Forces  Control? 

By  Robert  E.  Lewis 

Qmeral  Secretary  Clevdand  Y.  M.  C.  A. 


Many  predictions  have  recently  been  made  that 
the  young  radicals  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  will  secede 
from  the  reactionaries  who  are  in  control.  These 
predictions  give  the  impression  that  there  is  a  vast 
cleavage  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  itself.  Fortunately  neither 
of  these  statements  is  really  true.  I  have  taken  pains  to 
ascertain  the  authorship  of  each  of  these  prophecies,  and 
it  seems  that  the  men  are  looking  from  the  outside  in, 
rather  than  from  the  inside  out. 

The  crucial  qu^tion  of  policy  is  this:  Is  the  asso¬ 
ciation  to  be  a  propaganda  or  a  teaching  organization? 
Is  its  work  to  be  like  that  of  the  reformer,  the  social 
evangelist,  and  the  agitator,  or  is  it  to  be  that  of  the  ed¬ 
ucator,  the  sociologist,  the  fact-finder,  the  trainer  of 
youth?  These  are  radically  different  attitudes  and  func¬ 
tions.  The  one  seeks  publicity  and  advertising  and  is¬ 
sues  its  challenges.  The  other  depends  upon  the  quiet, 
unobtrusive,  thoroughgoing  pursuit  of  facts,  the  presen¬ 
tation  of  both  sides  of  questions,  the  evaluation  of  reme¬ 
dies,  and  the  attempting,  by  pedagogical  and  laboratory 
methods,  to  rear  a  new  generation  of  socially  minded 
people.  The  one  is  the  method  of  the  platform,  the  press, 
the  legislative  committee,  and  the  crusade.  The  other 
is  the  method  of  the  classroom,  the  discussion  group,  the 
seminar.  Both  are  necessary  to  the  building  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Jesus.  An  individual,  like  an  organization,  must 
determine  what  his  course  is  to  be  in  accordance  with 
his  talents,  his  ability,  his  major  interest,  his  calling. 

The  Headquarters — Carrying  Water  on  Both 

Shoulders 

Up  to  date,  the  National  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  not  decided 
to  follow  either  course.  Its  headquarters,  officially,  has 
no  opinions.  Headquarters  avoids  every  issue  upon  which 
there  is  a  divided  opinion.  It  seems  to  be  trying  to  carry 
water  upon  both  shoulders.  It  never  brings  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  questions  which  will,  when  settled,  deter¬ 
mine  whether  we  are  primarily  a  propaganda  or  a  ped¬ 
agogical  institution  in  dealing  with  public  and  social  af¬ 
fairs. 

Until  Mr.  Sherwood  Eddy  had  his  “coming-out  party” 
in  Cleveland  in  1921,  there  was  no  recognized  social  voice 
at  headquarters.  Now,  I  am  bound  to  say,  Mr.  Mott 
has  demanded  of  the  general  board  that  Mr.  Eddy  be 
protected  in  his  rights  of  free  speech.  Mr.  Francis,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Chicago  association,  would  impeach  Mr.  Eddy 
before  that  board,  and  does.  Mr.  Ramsey,  president  of 
the  Cleveland  association,  defends  him.  The  board  sus¬ 
tains  Mr.  Eddy.  Appeal  is  taken  at  another  meeting  of 
the  same  board,  with  a  like  result.  At  last  law  is  being 
established  by  precedent  within  the  organization,  and 
the  action  of  the  president,  the  general  secretary,  and 
the  board  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  as  to  this  par¬ 
ticular  incident.  But  the  event  was  long  overdue  in  our 
national  office.  The  pent-up  convictions  of  other  men 
will  now  find  expression  in  departmental  leadership,  and 


in  publications,  and  in  the  shaping  of  our  policy.  Not 
that  our  headquarters  will  be  “radical,”  but  we  actually 
hope  that  it  will  take  a  scientific  attitude  toward  the 
problems  of  re-creating  our  present  civilization. 

And  this  is  the  most  daring  demand  we  could  make 
of  it.  We  of  the  church  and  the  association  come  peril¬ 
ously  near  writing  “finis”  on  this  present  social  order. 
We  came  near  to  calling  it  Christian ;  did  so  in  fact.  But 
Rauschenbusch  called  us  from  such  a  stupid  faiisc  pa», 
such  a  desperate  denial  of  Jesus. 

In  searching  out  what  place  we  may  have,  even  what 
small  part,  in  re-creating  the  relationships  of  men,  the 
associations  must  make  certain  decisions. 

Swamped  With  Budget  Perplexities 

In  its  three  meetings — ^Buffalo,  1924! ;  Washington, 
1925,  and  Chicago,  in  October — the  national  officers  have 
seen  to  it  that  the  National  Council  was  well-nigh  over¬ 
whelmed  with  budget  matters.  We  are  faced  with  a  na¬ 
tional  and  State  overhead  of  over  four  million  dollars. 
There  is  an  increasing  current  of  opinion  that  this  must 
be  reduced,  greatly  reduced.  ^ 

New  Type  of  Men  Needed  at  Headquarters 

In  the  midst  of  such  a  situation,  it  is  easy  to  suppose 
that  all  questions  of  principle,  that  great  issues  of  the 
kingdom  would  be  subordinated,  or  for  the  time  being 
ignored,  as  indeed  they  have  been.  But  this  will  not  last 
forever.  We  must  meet  such  questions  and  meet  them 
squarely — meet  them,  if  possible,  with  intelligence  and 
with  conviction.  Before  we  take  decisions,  however, 
there  must  be  an  educational  progress  across  the  coun¬ 
try. 

Every  staff  and  board  and  management  body  must 
really  study  questions  of  policy  with  social  and  religious 
implications,  not  prejudicial  discussions,  but  unpreju¬ 
diced  search  for  the  better  way.  That  is  the  creative 
work  upon  which  we  have  been  attempting  to  set  the 
hands  of  our  national  officers,  and  we  want  them  to  turn 
the  details  of  supervision  over  to  the  State  officers.  They 
have  agreed  in  principle  to  the  latter,  but  are  very  nearly 
palsied  when  it  comes  to  staffing  and  financing  the  cre¬ 
ative  work  which  we  require  of  them.  It  will  take  for 
the  most  part  a  new  type  of  men  at  headquarters.  But 
given  that,  and  given  two  or  three  years  of  frank  dis¬ 
cussion  throughout  the  associations,  results  of  a  some¬ 
what  unexpected  and  exhilarating  nature  will  be  achieved. 

The  new  policy  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  will  liberate  a 
younger  and  more  aggressive  leadership.  All  through  the 
ranks  are  young  college-trained  laymen.  More  and  more 
the  staff  is  being  recruited,  from  the  colleges.  Some  as¬ 
sociations,  like  Cleveland,  have  had  this  policy  for  years. 
The  more  fearless  of  the  clergy,  socially  minded  edu¬ 
cators,  those  business  men  who  long  for  the  better  social 
order,  will  be  a  factor  in  the  education  of  the  association 
itself  and  in  its  social  expression. 
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EflFect  of  Student  Department  on  General 
Organization 

In  the  meantime  several  departments  of  our  work  are 
beginning  to  lay  the  foundations  for  a  scientific  approach 
to  our  reorganized  views  and  resources.  The  department 
of  program,  methods,  and  survey,  under  Mr.  Urice;  the 
function  of  publication,  under  Mr.  Harris,  who  has 
brought  out  most  of  Mr.  Fosdick’s  work;  the  service 
ramifying  through  the  high  schools  of  the  land ;  the  mar¬ 
velous  scheme  of  night  colleges  which  have  been  showing 
the  way  to  the  older  institutions  of  learning  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  adult  education ;  and  the  student  societies  located 
on  the  campus  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-three  colleges 
and  universities  are  progressive  and  powerful  aids.  The 
students  are  inclined  to  be  restive  under  organization 
procedure,  and  thdr  beauti¬ 
ful  daring  and  ringing  ideal¬ 
ism  are  having  an  effect  upon 
the  most  static  units  of  this 
omnibus  society.  The  stu¬ 
dents  have  a  large  measure  of 
liberty,  and  may  have  much 
more  by  taking  it.  They 
have  the  constitutional  privi¬ 
lege  of  creating  their  own 
National  Student  Assembly. 

When  this  is  done  their  au¬ 
tonomy  will  not  be  seriously 
questioned  as  to  program, 
polity,  principles,  meetings, 
and  ideals.  There  will  al¬ 
ways  remain  to  vex  their  im¬ 
passioned  souls  the  “clear¬ 
ances”  in  executive  procedure 
which  clutter  up  the  time  and  desks  of  all  complex  re¬ 
ligious  and  social  organizations. 

§hame  Over  the  Detroit  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

When  will  the  National  Council  start  upon  its  edu¬ 
cational  work  within  the  organization  itself?  The  De¬ 
troit  incident  in  connection  with  the  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  no  doubt  has  shocked  the 
associations  as  a  whole.  Many,  however,  do  not  know 
what  the  trouble  is,  but  some  are  filled  with  shame  and 
disappointment.  The  Detroit  incident  shows  how  great 
the’  need  is  for  social  intelligence  in  boards  and  staffs. 
It  shows  how  great  is  the  need  of  conviction.  It  shows, 
if  that  unlettered  state  of  mind  continues,  that  we  will 
lose  all  our  socially  trained  men  and  all  who  believe  that 
religion  is  something  other  than  pious  platitudes.  The 
associations  may  possibly  become  as  rich  as  Croesus  and 
keep  their  souls ;  but  if  they  have  to  decide  between  mil¬ 
lions  in  buildings  and  a  high-born  dedication  to  the 
Jesus-way-of-life,  they  must  decide  against  big  building 
funds.  If  they  understand,  they  will  decide  aright.  Let 
me  cite  an  instance:  On  Thursday,  October  7,  while 
everyone  was  telegraphing  and  writing  about  the  Detroit 
incident,  the  State  Committee  of  Ohio,  composed  of  sixty 
or  more  business  men  a'nd  executives,  legally  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  one  hundred  and  three  associations  in  Ohio, 
met  in  Cleveland  and  passed  a  resolution,  even  in  those 
tense  hours  of  uncertainty  regarding  what  had  actually 
happened  in  Detroit,  in  which  they  declared  in  resounding 
terms  for  free  speech  in  these  associations  and  general 
discussion  of  social,  civic,  and  religious  matters.  In  the 
history  of  that  committee  since  the  Civil  War,  probably 


this  was  the  only  such  heated,  informative,  civil,  and  con¬ 
clusive  discussion  of  a  red-hot  public  issue,  and  even  the 
timid  souls  began  to  gather  strengh. 

Comparison  With  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 

But  there  still  remains  a  primal  question  of  policy. 
The  sister  organization  has  assumed  a  legislative  pro¬ 
gram  along  with  its  many  other  functions.  It  follows  the 
lead  of  the  courageous  Consumers  League  in  fighting  for 
better  working  conditions  for  girls  and  children,  for  the 
minimum  wage,  and  for  the  child  amendment;  and  they 
crusade  against  the  war  makers.  They  have  no  single 
voice  so  penetrating  as  has  the  men’s  leadership,  and 
just  now  no  one  against  whom  powerful  forces  are  ful¬ 
minating  as  they  are  against  Mr.  Eddy.  But  as  a  na¬ 
tional  convention  they  have 
faced  issues,  expunged  from 
their  roll  reluctantly  indig¬ 
nant  capital  persons,  cur¬ 
tailed  their  expenditures, 
postponed  many  great  build¬ 
ing  campaigns.  In  short,  the 
Y.  W.  C.  A.  has  reefed  their 
sails,  battened  down  the 
hatches,  and  are  riding  out 
the  storm.  When  they  come 
through  it  will  be  with  the 
conviction  of  veterans  of  the 
sea.  No  small  squall  will  ever 
scare  them. 

Their  plan  of  duty  is  not  . 
necessarily  that  which  the 
men’s  associations  should 
adopt.  They  have  taken  on 
an  agitorial  function.  They  glory  and  suffer  by  pub¬ 
licity,  and  it  is  a  question  whether  any  such  frail  method 
can  accomplish  much  against  the  vaster  forces  arrayed 
against  them,  excepting  it  be  to  put  the  fighting  spirit 
into  a  race  of  women,  a  new  womanhood. 

■  The  corresponding  but  much  less  spectacular  func¬ 
tion  which  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  are  to  set  for  themselves, 
along  with  other  agencies,  may  be  described  as  the  use 
of  scientific  methods  whereby  the  present  hold  of  unso- 
cially  minded  men,  with  their  hands  upon  the  levers  of 
power,  industrial,  financial,  economic,  and  religious,  may 
be  supplanted  by  a  new  generation  of  social  servants. 

If  the  contribution  of  the  new  association  shall  be 
along  this  line,  it  will  join  hands  with  the  university  in 
its  truth-seeking  and  in  its  pedagogical  and  laboratory 
processes.  It  will  not  follow  the  lead  of  the  women’s  as¬ 
sociation  in  majoring  its  relationships  to  civic  and  social 
leaders  upon  declarations  and  upon  direct  action.  Here 
seems  to  be  the  dividing  of  the  ways  between  the  two  so¬ 
cieties.  The  one  is  likely  to  have  a  larger  vogue  amongst 
the  daring,  the  restless,  the  prophetic,  the  radical.  God 
bless  the  aroused  women !  The  other  society  is  bound  to 
render  a  larger  constructive  service  to  the  social  order 
over  the  longer  years. 

The  backing  which  the  progressive  leaders  of  the 
church  n^ay  now  give  the  liberals  in  the  association,  their 
teaching  and  speaking  at  its  conventions  and  institutes 
for  training,  their  spontaneous  support  of  its  leaders  as 
they  go  through  the  fires  of  disparagement,  misrepre¬ 
sentation,  and  persecution,  will  help  to  make  of  it  an 
instrument  for  the  doing  of  the  will  of  God  in  this  pres¬ 
ent  realm  of  man. 


Two  Praters 

By'Mabt  Foot  Lord 

Two  men  went  into  the  temple  to  pray. 

Once  on  a  time  ( and  yesterday! ) 

One  said  his  prayers  in  the  usual  way. 

But  the  other  man  knew  no  prayers  to  say. 

So  he  talked  to  God  as  a  friend. 

And  the  Lord,  who  knew  from  beginning  to  end 
The  forms  the  first  man  had  used  so  long. 

Was  sure  that  to-day  they  would  not  go  wrong. 
So  He  turned  His  ear  and  inclined  His  heart 
To  the  man  with  whom  praying  was  not  an  art. 
But  who  talked  with  Him  as  a  friend. 
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The  Troy  Conference  and  Buffalo  Area  have  set 
in  motion,  under  the  leadership  of  the  resident 
bishop,  Adna  W.  Leonard,  a  movement  which,  if 
carried  to  its  logical  conclusion,  will,  I  believe,  add  thirty- 
five  to  forty  per  cent  of  efficiency  to  that  organized  spir¬ 
itual  force  called  Methodism ;  and,  if  it  does .  add  said 
percentage  to  said  organization,  it  will  just  about  double 
the  power  and  persuasion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  I  am  aware  that  this  is  a  sweeping  statement, 
but  I  am  prepared  to  defend  it. 

It  is  a  trite  observation  that  the  machinery  of  the 
church  is  getting  too  complex  for  one  minister  success¬ 
fully  to  operate  it.  It  requires  associates — a  minister 
of  music,  a  minister  of  religious  education,  a  minister  of 
social  activities,  to  bring  his  message  to  the  people.  Yet 
we  face  the  plain  fapt  that  the  time  is.  a  long  distance 
off  when  more  than  a  very  small  percentage  of  the 
churches  will  actually  have  more  than  one  minister.  In 
looking  at  the  situation,  I  am  thinking  primarily,  not  of 
the  600  most  active  and  best  financed  churches  in  Meth¬ 
odism,  but  of  the  17,600  others;  not  of  the  2,000  of  the 
top  group  in  Protestantism,  but  of  the  thirty  odd  thou¬ 
sand  others. 

Any  man  who  has  been  a  pastor  for  the  last  ten  years 
knows  all  too  well  the  incessant  bombardment  of  letters, 
circulars,  telegrams,  addresses,  lectures,  'and  programs 
which  tell  him  how  to  fill  his  church,  to  increase  Sunday- 
school  attendance,  to  double  his  prayer  meeting,  to  at¬ 
tract  the  world,  to  settle  the  problems  of  thought  for 
intellectuals,  ad  infinitum.  Almost  invariably  they 
merely  add  to  the  machinery  of  the  church,  and  thus  re¬ 
duce  the  hours  set  aside  for  study  and  prayer  in  the 
sanctum  sanctorum  of  the  minister’s  life. 

Even  the  real  progress  made  in  church  life,  such  as 
better  housing  for  worship  and  study,  graded  lessons, 
more  missionary  information,  improved  music,  training 
classes  of  many  descriptions,  institutes,  schools,  and  con¬ 
ventions,  while  for  each  step  there  was  claimed  a  com¬ 
plete  solution  of  all  problems  of  the  church,  has  only  about 
held  us  even  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  not  that  in 
the  fields  of  education  and  industry.  To  be  sure,  we 
would  not  give  up  any  of  these  real  advancements  made 
in  the  modem  church,  nor  do  we  consider  that  they  have 
cost  more  than  they  are  worth.  But  is  it  not  possible  to 
find  some  point  of  onphasis  which  will  give  impetus  to  the 
whole  life  of  the  church? 

The  Great  Host  of  the  Absentees 

Someone  has  given  the  following  analysis  of  church 
membership :  five  per  cent  do  not  exist ;  ten  per  cent  can¬ 


not  be  found;  twenty-five  per  cent  never  go  to  church; 
fifty  per  cent  never  contribute;  seventy-five  per  cent 
never  attend  mid-week  service ;  ninety  per  cent  never  have 
family  worship;  ninety-five  per  cent  never  attempt  to 
gain  a  recruit  for  Christ.  A  minister  of  wide  experience 
and  exceptional  judgment  of  central  New  York  says  that 
his  observation  and  experience  would  endorse  these  state¬ 
ments.  Personally  I  could  not  go  quite  as  far  as  these  , 
go,  but  do  count  the  situation  as  none  too  promising. 
When  the  other  day  I  said  to  Dr.  John  W.  Langdale, 
of  Brooklyn,  that  not  more  than  one  third  of  the  people 
are  regular  attendants  at  public  worship,  he  replied  that 
his  investigations  on  Long  Island  showed  only  about 
thirty  per  cent.  Yet  with  this  inexcusable  condition  pre¬ 
vailing,  Protestantism  is  making  a  little  headway.  If 
•  somehow  in  the  name  of  reasan  and  by  the  grace  of  God 
we  can  lift  the  efficiency  of  the  church  from  thirty-five 
to  seventy-five  per  cent,  nothing  could  withstand  the  on¬ 
ward  sweep  of  Christ’s  kingdom. 

Let  your  patience  permit  one  more  preliminary  state¬ 
ment,  and  I  am  ready  for  my  main  thesis.  By  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  centuries  and  the  discovery  of  the  2^ws  of 
religious  psychology,  the  religious  life  must  have  a  visible 
center.  There  has  never  been  a  large  movement  in  the 
development  of  the  spiritual  life  in  history  without  a 
covenant  and  a  place  for  common  worship. 

Reduced  now  to  its  simplest  terms,  the  proposition 
is  this :  In  view  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the  difficulty  of 
administering  a  church  and  carrying  our  responsibility 
for  the  constituency  of  a  church  is  with  the  irregular 
worshipers  and  non-church-goers  (eliminating  that  small 
percentage  of  peculiar  and  eccentric  folks),  let  there  be 
undertaken  a  move  for  universal  public  worship  in  the 
house  of  God,  and  a  nobler  type  of  worship.  Thousands 
upon  thousands  of  people,  who  have  the  welfare  of  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  at  heart,  have  no  conception  of  how 
their  absence  from  public  worship  handicaps  the  whole 
process  of  the  church  life.  Once  this  matter  is  set  in 
clear  light  before  all  the  people,  millions  will  move  for¬ 
ward  to  take  their  place  and  part  in  divine  worship. 

The  Value  of  Worship 

Who  has  not  sometime  and  somewhere  found  himself 
in  a  church  service  where  every  part  of  the  service  was 
devoutly  suggestive  of  true  worship?  An  atmosphere 
of  holy  mysticism  pervaded  the  whole.  The  attitude  of  ^ 
congregation,  choir,  and  minister  created  hope  and  ex- 
pentancy  in  everyone.  God  was  spoken  of,  and  spoken 
to,  with  a  real  sense  of  His  presence,  and  His  mandates 
were  applied  to  everyday  life  as  though  they  were  in- 
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tended  to  make  all  things  holy.  Moreover,  there  was 
progress  in  the  parts  of  the  worship  which  aided  the 
reason  and  brought  one  to  a  logical  conclusion.  Par¬ 
ticipation  in  such  worship  reveals,  redeems,  purifies,  en¬ 
nobles,  and  re-enforces  life.  Its  actual  values  are  ines¬ 
timable.  Yet  even  this  must  be  taught,  reviewed,  recalled, 
and  reiterated,  for  often  people  do  not  recognize  its 
worth,  just  as  many  fail  to  grasp  the  significance  of  the 
study  of  great  literary  productions. 

Improvement  of  Worship 

That  there  is  depressing  need  for  better  worship  in 
thousands  of  churches  is  fortunately  impressing  itself 
on  many  district  superintendents  who  are  giving  it  at¬ 
tention.  The  purpose  of  this  paper,  however,  is  not 
with  the  improvement  of  worship,  only  to  recognize  it 
and  its  beneficent  contribution  to  the  religious  life.  A 
few  of  the  clergy  who  are  giving  us  striking  examples 
of  the  nobler  type  of  non-liturgical  worship  are  S. 
Parkes  Cadman,  Frederick  Shannon,  Timothy  Stone, 

,  and  Fred  Winslow  Adams.  A  few  of  the  books  on  wor¬ 
ship  are:  “Religious  Values,”  by  Brightman;  “Reality 
in  Worship,’*  by  Sperry;  “Public  Worship  in  the  Noil¬ 
ly  liturgical  Churches,”  by  Hoyt. 

By  emphasis  upon  various  as¬ 
pects  of  worship — some  in  mu¬ 
sic,  some  in  art,  some  in  form, 
some  in  congregational  par¬ 
ticipation,  some  in  architecture, 
and  some  in  several  or  all  of 
these — many  ministers  are  ac- 
complishinge'  notable  advance¬ 
ment  in  the  divine  worship  in 
the  sanctuary. 

But  few,  indeed,  are  the 

clergy,  the  teachers,  the  officials  who  are  impressing  the 
duty  of  public  worship.  It  is  implied  ever3rwhere;  it  is 
taught  nowhere  per  »e,  and  consequently  as  a  matter  of 
conscience  has  practically  vanished  into  thin  air.  The 
vows  of  church  membership,  the  baptismal  vows,  the  vows 
of  parents  in  infant  baptism,  and  the  acceptation  of 
Christ  as  Saviour  and  His  ways  as  sovereign,  all  pre¬ 
suppose  that  Christians  and  church  members  will  be  reg¬ 
ular  worshipers.  Yet  in  the  actual  field  the  minister 
finds  himself  facing  in  the  average  church  not  more  than 
one  third  of  his  membership,  nor  more  than  one  fifth  of 
his  adherents,  making  possibly  one  fourth  of  the  people 
for  whom  he  carries  spiritual  responsibility  and  attempts 
leadership.  After  allowing  for  the  sick,  the  aged,  the 
very  young,  and  those  who  care  for  them,  there  is  not  a 
reason  in  the  world,  which  would  stand  the  test  of  divine 
scrutiny,  why  seventy-five  to  eighty  per  cent  of  the  con¬ 
stituency  should  not  some  time  during  the  week  attend 
church  worship. 

Probably  one  conspicuous  cause  for  so  much  absence 
is  the  idea  that  if  one  dislikes  the  preacher,  the  singers, 
or  some  person  or  persons  in  the  church,  that  in  itself 
is  ample  reason  for  absenting  oneself.  But  here  is 
the  pernicious  error  that  sermonizing,  singing,  and  the 
presence  of  other  people  is  worship.  Worship  is  sensing 
the  presence  of  the  Almighty,  humbling  oneself  before 
Him,  receiving  His  pardon,  listening  to  His  voice,  exult¬ 
ing  in  praise  and  thanksgiving,  planning  unitedly  to  pro¬ 
mote  His  kingdom.  If  one  goes  to  church  to  hear  the 
sermon  or  the  solo  for  fifty  years,  one  probably  will  be 
disappointed  sixty  per  cent  of  the  time;  but  if  one  goes 


to  worship  the  Father  God,  one  will  never  be  disap¬ 
pointed. 

Far  deeper  than  vows  and  excuses  of  one  kind  or 
another  lies  man’s  duty  to  his  own  divine  human  nature 
and  his  obligation  to  his  fellow  men. 

Creating  Sentiment  for  Church-going 

As  a  great  railroad  system  has  its  main  line  or  main 
lines,  so  the  church  has  its  main  lines  of  expression.  These 
are  public  worship,  the  Sunday  school,  securing  trained 
leadership,  finance,  and  evangelism.  Any¬ 
one  is  worthy  of  emphasis,  and  anyone  will 
help  all  the  rest ;  but  I  am  seeking  that  one 
which  will  with  least  change  of  program 
and  little  new  machinery  bring  greatest 
upward  leverage  on  them  all.  After  care¬ 
ful  study,  wide  consultation  with  able  and 
successful  clergy  of  our  denomination  and 
others,  and  long  observation,  I  have  con¬ 
cluded  that  emphasis  on  public  worship 
is  most  strategic  in  policy  and 
fundamental  in  principle. 

Look  for  a  moment  at  what 
universal  public  worship  would 
accomplish :  besides  in  itself 
solving  one  of  the  most  perplex¬ 
ing  problems  of  the  average 
church,  that  of  participation  in 
divine  services,  it  will  eliminate 
the  difficulty  of  getting  scholars 
for  the  Sunday  school ;  for  any 
experienced  minister  well  knows 
that  he  has  little  or  no  trouble 
to  get  the  children  of  regular 
worshiping  parents  in  the 
classes  for  the  study  of  the  Word.  The  difficulty  is  to 
persuade  the  two  thirds  of  the  children  of  non-church¬ 
goers  and  irregular  attendants.  Also,  take  the  matter 
of  securing  trained  leadership  in  all  branches  of  church 
work.  The  half-hearted-way  people  respond  (thinking 
in  terms  of  maximum  rather  than  minimum  returns)  is 
the  discouragement  of  the  teacher,  singer,  official  mem¬ 
bers,  and  all  the  rest.  But  let  it  be  understood  that 
these  could  expect  complete  attendance  and  adequate 
co-operation,  who  would  not  train,  prepare,  and  set  other 
things  aside  for  the  work  of  the  Kingdom? 

And  concerning  finance,  where,  may  I  ask,  does  the 
principal  supply  of  money  originate?  Is  it  from  those 
who  take  their  religion  in  absentia,  or  in  the  name  of 
the  wives  and  children,  or  does  it  come  in  the  main  from 
those  whose  hearts  are  stirred  by  worship  and  their  minds 
by  the  information  from  the  sacred  desk?  The  question 
answers  itself. 

Finally,  the  supreme  aim  of  discipleship  is  evangelism, 
and  even  here  every  pastor  knows  that  from  the  junior 
age  onward,  the  surest  way  of  obtaining  decisions  from 
those  who  are  definitely  non-Christian  is  to  get  them 
regularly  to  attend  the  worship  services.  Seventy-five 
per  cent  may  be  depended  upon  for  decisions  for  Christ 
and  the  church  of  those  who  regularly  attend  worship 
services.  We  declare  it  to  be  altogether  possible  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  public  sentiment  so  strongly  in  favor  of  universal 
church-going  that  it  would  draw  in  multitudes  who  never 
have  made  a  profession  of  faith,  for,  as  Benjamin  Kidd 
says,  you  can  do  almost  anything  with  a  generation  if 
you  begin  early  enough.  That  being  the  case,  evangel- 
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not  be  found;  twenty-five  per  cent  never  go  to  church; 
fifty  per  cent  never  contribute;  seventy -five  per  cent 
never  attend  mid-week  service ;  ninety  per  cent  never  have 
family  worship;  ninety-five  per  cent  never  attempt  to 
gain  a  recruit  for  Christ.  A  minister  of  wide  experience 
and  exceptional  judgment  of  central  New  York  says  that 
his  observation  and  experience  would  endorse  these  state- 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  ments.  Personally  I  could  not  go  quite  as  far  as  these 

I,  but  do  count  the  situation  as  none  too  promising. 
When  the  other  day  I  said  to  Dr.  John  W.  Langdale, 
of  Brooklyn,  that  not  more  than  one  third  of  the  people 
are  regular  attendants  at  public  worship,  he  replied  that 
his  investigations  on  Long  Island  showed  only  about 
education,  a  minister  of  thirty  per  cent.  Yet  with  this  inexcusable  condition  pre- 

Yet  vailing,  Protestantism  is  making  a  little  headway.  If 
somehow  in  the  name  of  reason  and  by  the  grace  of  God 
we  can  lift  the  eflSciency  of  the  church  from  thirty-five 
to  seventy-five  per  cent,  nothing  could  withstand  the  on¬ 
ward  sweep  of  Christ’s  kingdom. 

Let  your  patience  permit  one  more  preliminary  state¬ 
ment,  and  I  am  ready  for  my  main  thesis.  By  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  centuries  and  the  discovery  of  the  liiws  of 
religious  psychology,  the  religious  life  must  have  a  visible 
center.  There  has  never  been  a  large  movement  in  the 
development  of  the  spiritual  life  in  history  without  a 
covenant  and  a  place  for  common  worship. 

Reduced  now  to  its  simplest  terms,  the  proposition 
this:  In  view  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the  difficulty  of 
administering  a  church  and  carrying  our  responsibility 
iably  they  for  the  constituency  of  a  church  is  with  the  irregular 
irshipers  and  non-church-goers  (eliminating  that  small 
percentage  of  peculiar  and  eccentric  folks),  let  there  be 
undertaken  a  move  for  universal  public  worship  in  the 
house  of  God,  and  a  nobler  type  of  worship.  Thousands 
upon  thousands  of  people,  who  have  the  welfare  of  the 
lorn  of  Christ  at  heart,  have  no  conception  of  how 
their  absence  from  public  worship  handicaps  the  whole 
process  of  the  church  life.  Once  this  matter  is  set  in 
clear  light  before  all  the  people,  millions  will  move  for¬ 
ward  to  take  their  place  and  part  in  divine  worship. 

The  Value  of  Worship 

Who  has  not  sometime  and  somewhere  found  himself 
a  church  service  where  every  part  of  the  service  was 
devoutly  suggestive  of  true  worship?  An  atmosphere 
of  holy  mysticism  pervaded  the  whole.  The  attitude  of 
congregation,  choir,  and  minister  created  hope  and  ex- 
pentancy  in  everyone.  God  was  spoken  of,  and  spoken 
to,  with  a  real  sense  of  His  presence,  and  His  mandates 
were  applied  to  everyday  life  as  though  they  were  in- 


I  in  motion,  under  the  leadership  of  the  resident 
bishop,  Adna  W.  Leonard,  a  movement  which,  if 
carried  to  its  logical  conclusion,  will,  I  believe,  add  thirty- 
five  to  forty  per  cent  of  efficiency  to  that  organized  spir¬ 
itual  force  called  Methodism ;  and,  if  it  does .  add  said 
percentage  to  said  organization,  it  will  just  about  double 
the  power  and  persuasion 

Church.  I  am  aware  that  this  is  a  sweeping  statement,  go, 
but  I  am  prepared  to  defend  it. 

It  is  a  trite  observation  that  the  machinery  of  the 
church  is  getting  too  complex  for  one  minister  success¬ 
fully  to  operate  it.  It  requires  associates — a  minister 
of  music,  a  minister  of  religious 
social  activities,  to  bring  his  message  to  the  people, 
we  face  the  plain  fact  that  the  time  ia  a  long  distance 
off  when  more  than  a  very  small  percentage  of  the 
churches  will  actually  have  more  than  one  minister.  In 
looking  at  the  situation,  I  am  thinking  primarily,  not  of 
the  600  most  active  and  best  financed  churches  in  Meth¬ 
odism,  but  of  the  17,600  others ;  not  of  the  2,000  of  the 
top  group  in  Protestantism,  but  of  the  thirty  odd  thou¬ 
sand  others. 

Any  man  who  has  been  a  pastor  for  the  last  ten  years 
knows  all  too  well  the  incessant  bombardment  of  letters, 
circulars,  telegrams,  addresses,  lectures,  and  programs 
which  tell  him  how  to  fill  his  church,  to  increase  Sunday- 
school  attendance,  to  double  his  prayer  meeting,  to  at-  jg 
tract  the  world,  to  settle  the  problems  of  thought  for 
intellectuals,  ad  infinitum.  Almost  invarii 
merely  add  to  the  machinery  of  the  church,  'and  thus  re-  ^o: 
duce  the  hours  set  aside  for  study  and  prayer  in  the 
sanctum  sanctorum  of  the  minister’s  life. 

Even  the  real  progress  made  in  church  life,  such  as 
better  housing  for  worship  and  study,  graded  lessons, 
more  missionary  information,  improved  music,  training  kingdi 
classes  of  many  descriptions,  institutes,  schools,  and  con¬ 
ventions,  while  for  each  step  there  was  claimed  a  com¬ 
plete  solution  of  all  problems  of  the  church,  has  only  about 
held  us  even  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  not  that  in 
the  fields  of  education  and  industry.  To  be  sure,  we 
would  not  give  up  any  of  these  real  advancements  made 
in  the  modem  church,  nor  do  we  consider  that  they  have 
cost  more  than  they  are  worth.  But  is  it  not  possible  to 
find  some  point  of  emphasis  which  will  give  impetus  to  the 
whole  life  of  the  church? 


The  Great  Host  of  the  Absentees 

Someone  has  given  the  following  analysis  of  church 
membership :  five  per  cent  do  not  exist ;  ten  per  cent  can- 
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tended  to  make  all  things  holj.  Moreover,  there  was 
progress  in  the  parts  of  the  worship  which  aided  the 
reason  and  brought  one  to  a  logical  conclusion.  Par¬ 
ticipation  in  such  worship  reveals,  redeems,  purifies,  en¬ 
nobles,  and  re-enforces  life.  Its  actual  values  are  ines¬ 
timable.  Yet  even  this  must  be  taught,  reviewed,  recalled, 
and  reiterated,  for  often  people  do  not  recognize  its 
worth,  just  as  many  fail  to  grasp  the  significance  of  the 
study  of  great  literary  productions. 

Improvement  of  Worship 

That  there  is  depressing  need  for  better  worship  in 
thousands  of  churches  is  fortimately  impressing  itself 
on  many  district  superintendents  who  are  giving  it  at¬ 
tention.  The  purpose  of  this  paper,  however,  is  not 
with  the  improvement  of  worship,  only  to  recognize  it 
and  its  beneficent  contribution  to  the  religious  life.  A 
few  of  the  clergy  who  are  giving  us  striking  examples 
of  the  nobler  type  of  non-liturgical  worship  are  S. 
Parkes  Cadman,  Frederick  Shannon,  Timothy  Stone, 

_  and  Fred  Winslow  Adams.  A  few  of  the  books  on  wor¬ 
ship  are:  “Religious  Values,”  by  Brightman;  “Reality 
in  Worship,”  by  Sperry;  “Public  Worship  in  the  Non- 
liturgical  Churches,”  by  Hoyt. 

By  emphasis  upon  various  as¬ 
pects  of  worship — some  in  mu¬ 
sic,  some  in  art,  some  in  form, 
some  in  congregational  par¬ 
ticipation,  some  in  architecture, 
and  some  in  several  or  all  of 
these — many  ministers  are  ac¬ 
complishing.-  notable  advance¬ 
ment  in  the  divine  worship  in 
the  sanctuary. 

But  few,  indeed,  are  the 

clergy,  the  teachers,  the  officials  who  are  impressing  the 
duty  of  public  worship.  It  is  implied  everywhere;  it  is 
taught  nowhere  per  ee,-  and  consequently  as  a  matter  of 
conscience  has  practically  vanished  into  thin  air.  The 
vows  of  church  membership,  the  baptismal  vows,  the  vows 
of  parents  in  infant  baptism,  and  the  acceptation  of 
Christ  as  Saviour  and  His  ways  as  sovereign,  all  pre¬ 
suppose  that  Christians  and  church  members  will  be  reg¬ 
ular  worshipers.  Yet  in  the  actual  field  the  minister 
finds  himself  facing  in  the  average  church  not  more  than 
one  third  of  his  membership,  nor  more  than  one  fifth  of 
his  adherents,  making  possibly  one  fourth  of  the  people 
for  whom  he  carries  spiritual  responsibility  and  attempts 
leadership.  After  allowing  for  the  sick,  the  aged,  the 
very  young,  and  those  who  care  for  them,  there  is  not  a 
reason  in  the  world,  which  would  stand  the  test  of  divine 
scrutiny,  why  seventy-five  to  eighty  per  cent  of  the  con¬ 
stituency  should  not  some  time  during  the  week  attend 
church  worship. 

Probably  one  conspicuous  cause  for  so  much  absence 
is  the  idea  that  if  one  dislikes  the  preacher,  the  singers, 
or  some  person  or  persons  in  the  church,  that  in  itself 
is  ample  reason  for  absenting  oneself.  But  here  is 
the  pernicious  error  that  sermonizing,  singing,  and  the 
presence  of  other  people  is  worship.  Worship  is  sensing 
the  presence  of  the  Almighty,  hvunbling  oneself  before 
Him,  receiving  His  pardon,  listening  to  His  voice,  exult¬ 
ing  iit  praise  and  thanksgiving,  planning  unitedly  to  pro¬ 
mote  His  kingdom.  If  one  goes  to  church  to  hear  the 
sermon  or  the  solo  for  fifty  years,  one  probably  will  be 
disappointed  sixty  per  cent  of  the  time;  but  if  one  goes 


to  worship  the  Father  God,  one  will  never  be  disap¬ 
pointed. 

Far  deeper  than  vows  and  excuses  of  one  kind  or 
another  lies  man’s  duty  to  his  own  divine  human  nature 
and  his  obligation  to  his  fellow  men. 

Creating  Sentiment  for  Church-going 

As  a  great  railroad  system  has  its  main  line  or  main 
lines,  so  the  church  has  its  main  lines  of  expression.  These 
are  public  worship,  the  Sunday  school,  securing  trained 
leadership,  finance,  and  evangelism.  Any¬ 
one  is  worthy  of  emphasis,  and  anyone  will 
help  all  the  rest ;  but  I  am  seeking  that  one 
which  will  with  least  change  of  program 
and  little  new  machinery  bring  greatest 
upward  leverage  on  them  all.  After  care¬ 
ful  study,  wide  consultation  with  able  and 
successful  clergy  of  our  denomination  and 
others,  and  long  observation,  I  have  con¬ 
cluded  that  emphasis  on  public  worship 
is  most  strategic  in  policy  and 
fundamental  in  principle. 

Look  foi*  a  moment  at  what 
universal  public  worship  would 
accomplish :  besides  in  itself 
solving  one  of  the  most  perplex¬ 
ing  problems  of  the  average 
church,  that  of  participation  in 
divine  services,  it  will  eliminate 
the  difficulty  of  getting  scholars 
for  the  Sunday  school ;  for  any 
experienced  minister  well  knows 
that  he  has  little  or  no  trouble 
to  get  the  children  of  regular 
worshiping  parents  in  the 
classes  for  the  study  of  the  Word.  The  difficulty  is  to 
persuade  the  two  thirds  of  the  children  of  non-church¬ 
goers  and  irregular  attendants.  Also,  take  the  matter 
of  securing  trained  leadership  in  all  branches  of  church 
work;  The  half-hearted-way  people  respond  (thinking 
in  terms  of  maximum  rather  than  minimum  returns)  is 
the  discouragement  of  the  teacher,  singer,  official  mem¬ 
bers,  and  all  the  rest.  But  let  it  be  understood  that 
these  could  expect  complete  attendance  and  adequate 
co-operation,  who  would  not  train,  prepare,  and  set  other 
things  aside  for  the  work  of  the  Kingdom? 

And  concerning  finance,  where,  may  I  ask,  does  the 
principal  supply  of  money  originate?  Is  it  from  those 
who  take  their  religion  in  absentia,  or  in  the  name  of 
the  wives  and  children,  or  does  it  come  in  the  main  from 
those  whose  hearts  are  stirred  by  worship  and  their  minds 
by  the  information  from  the  sacred  desk?  The  question 
answen  itself. 

Finally,  the  supreme  aim  of  discipleship  is  evangelism, 
and  even  here  every  pastor  knows  that  from  the  junior 
age  onward,  the  surest  way  of  obtaining  decisions  from 
those  who  are  definitely  non-Christian  is  to  get  them 
regularly  to  attend  the  worship  services.  Seventy-five 
per  cent  may  be  depended  upon  for  decisions  for  Christ 
and  the  church  of  those  who  regularly  attend  worship 
services.  We  declare  it  to  be  altogether  possible  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  public  sentiment  so  strongly  in  favor  of  universal 
church-going  that  it  would  draw  in  multitudes  who  never 
have  made  a  profession  of  faith,  for,  as  Benjamin  Kidd 
says,  you  can  do  almost  anything  with  a  generation  if 
you  begin  early  enough.  That  being  the  case,  evangel- 
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ism  would  prosper  more  under  this  method  than  any 
other.  Thus  it  becomes  evident  that  among  the  five  major 
lines  of  church  activity,  emphasis  on  public  worship  will 
most  stimulate  all,  undergird  the  whole  life  of  the  church, 
and  prove  most  fruitful. 

Enlarged  Congregations 

One  year  ago  the  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Plattsburgh  called  a  meeting  of  the  official  board,  and 
laid  the  project  before  the  members.  After  careful  con¬ 
sideration  the  board  voted  approval  and  co-operation, 
and  nearly  all  signed  the  following  card: 

“For  the  promotion  of  the  kingdom  of  Giod 
through  the  church,  I  agree  to  attend  divine 
worship  services  in  the  house  of  God  once  a  week 
as  a  minimum,  barring  circumstances  over  which 
I  have  no  control.  This  agreement  terminates 
the  first  Sunday  in  May,  1926.” 

The  period  was  approximately  six  months.  The 
official  board  also  voted  to  make  a  friendly  parish  visit 
in  the  interest  of  this  goal,  requesting  others  to  co-op¬ 
erate  in  this  plan.  Following  such  action,  the  Sunday- 
School  Board  proceeded  to  sign  up,  and  so  did  the  Ep- 
worth  League  Cabinet.  We  thereby  had  the  start  of 
about  sixty  leading  people  of  the  church  pledged  to  the 
proposition.  Thereupon  I  preached  a  sermon  on  the 
topic,  and  passed  cards  in  the  congregation  for  those 
who  wished  them.  At  the  end  of  that  Sunday  about  200 
people  had  signed  the  cards.  Organizing  by  units,  using 


the  unit  leaders  for  the  most  part,  we  made  a  parish 
visit  two  by  two  during  that  week.  Altogether  620  cards 
were  signed,  and  more  than  a  hundred  of  these  by  people  * 
who  were  not  regular  worshipers,  or  were  non-church¬ 
goers  entirely.  Others  who  did  not  favor  the  cards  were 
interested  to  support  the  church  services.  This  did  not 
reach  the  whole  constituency  by  any  means,  for  the 
Plattsburgh  church  has  a  constituency  of  about  1,100, 
from  the  junior  age  upwards;  but  it  did  do  exactly  what 
I  prophesied,  namely,  that  it  would  advance  all  funda¬ 
mental  interests  of  the  church,  not  one  being  left  out. 
The  presence  of  large  worshiping  congregations  Sunday 
aftpr  Sunday  brought  a  new  tone  into  everything.  An 
addition  to  the  membership  or  an  oversubscribed  budget 
may  or  may  not  stimulate  church  activity,  but  an  audi¬ 
torium  full  of  devout  worshipers  invariably  helps  the  min¬ 
isters,  the  teachers,  the  choir,  the  officials,  and  everyone 
concerned  in  any  way  with  the  life  of  the  church. 

At  the  same  time  the  Irwin  Memorial  Church  of 
Syracuse  tried  the  same  plan  in  virtually  the  same  way. 
Pastor  and  people  were  much  pleased  with  the  outcome. 
A  goodly  number  of  other  churches,  large  and  small,  em¬ 
barked  upon  similar  procedure,  and  with  similar  results. 

Of  course  we  think  that  the  matter  of  a  go-to-church 
period  is  just  a  demonstration  to  the  church  of  what 
would  be  the  fruit  of  a  universal  practice  which  we  Prot¬ 
estants  have  allowed  to  escape  us.  The  duty  of  worship 
is  a  principle,  while  our  experiment  was  only  a  method 
to  demonstrate  it.  •  In  no  direction  can  Methodism  move 
to-day  with  so  much  certainty  of  immediate  and  perma¬ 
nent  advancement  of  Christ’s  kingdom  as  this  way. 


Some  Folks  in  Our  Church 

The  Man  Who  Is  So  Busy 

By  Hubert  C.  Herring 


He  is  a  very  busy  man.  He  admits  it — nay,  he 
glories  in  it.  It  is  his  sacred  profession,  his 
solemn  joy.  He  is  bathed  in  confusion  and 
anointed  with  chaos.  He  lives  in  an  atmosphere  heavily 
charged  with  typewriters  and  filing  cabinets  and  mimeo¬ 
graphs  and  girls  running  breathlessly  aroynd  with  note¬ 
books  and  sharp  pencils.  His  desk  boasts  as  many  but¬ 
tons  and  buzzers  and  telephones  as  a  train  dispatcher’s 
battery.  There  is  no  manner  of  doubt  about  it.  He  is 
a  very  busy  man. 

The  breath  of  his  nostrils  is  the  solemn  conference. 
Conferees  are  always  waiting  in  the  outer  office.  It  is 
an  imposing  procession,  continually  ushered  in,  conferred 
with,  ushered  out.  Momentous  questions  are  decided, 
orders  given,  memoranda  dictated,  telegrams  sent  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth. 

Invite  him  to  the  club  for  luncheon  and  then  you  will 
know  the  exceeding  busyness  of  the  man.  He  thumbs 
over  his  calendar.  Monday,  the  Committee  on  Quieting 
Timbuctoo.  Tuesday,  the  International  Committee  on 
Ipquiry  Into  the  Mind  of  the  Common  Man.  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday — no  use,  old  man,  you’ll 
have  to  let  me  off. 

You  see  how  it  is,  he  says.  Yes,  I  see.  Then  the  tele¬ 
phone  rings.  No,  that  date  is  out  of  the  question.  No, 
no,  sorry.  The  door  opens ;  Mr.  Androbonus,  of  the  Anti- 


Smoke  Union,  to  see  you.  Sorry ;  ask  him  to  wait  three 
minutes.  I  am  having  a  very  important  conference. 

His  face  wears  that  highly  strained  look;  it  always 
does.  He  rather  enjoys  it.  It  sets  him  off  from  the  am¬ 
bling  brotherhood  which  talks  politics  around  the  lunch¬ 
eon  table,  and  goes  out  for  an  occasional  afternoon  of 
golf.  It  gives  him  the  glowing  consciousness  of  being  set 
apart,  and  of  belonging  to  the  ranks  of  the  martyrs  with 
poor  digestions. 

No,  haven’t  had  a  vacation  in  ten  years.  He  admits 
it  with  pride.  He  is  too  busy  keeping  the  typewriters 
busy,  keeping  the  bells  ringing,  the  conferences  proceed¬ 
ing.  It  would  be  dangerous  to  let  them  stop ;  they  might 
not  start  again. 

No,  haven’t  had  an  evening  home  for  a  month.  Really 
isn’t  fair  to  my  family,  but  so  much  to  do,  you  know. 
To-night  I  speak  at  the  annual  banquet  of  the  Under¬ 
takers’  Union.  Important  contact,  you  know.  Very. 

Oh,  you  must  go  ?  Sorry,  old  man,  awfully.  Do  come 
in  again.  Let’s  go  off  soon  for  a  good  turn  around  the 
links.  We  need  it,  but  you  know,  this  busy  life.  You 
understand. 

I  understood.  I  shut  the  outside  door,  and  far  away 
I  heard  the  typewriters  rattling,  the  mimeograph  turn¬ 
ing  out  acres  of  wisdom,  the  girls  running  around,  an¬ 
swering  bells. 
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to  Samuel  Huston  College  Ends  First 

Quarter 


Recently  Samuel  Huston  College  brought  to 
conclusion  the  first  quarter  of  work  of  the  school 
year.  Twenty-one  teachers  and  officers  have 
blended  their  efforts  in  the  task;  nearly  250  students 
have  made  their  medley  contribution,  and  many  events 
of  interest  have  taken  place. 

The  freshman  class  of  ’90  underwent,  in  complimen¬ 
tary  manner,  the  “green  ceremonies”  and  other  tradi¬ 
tional  initiations  into  the  college  life.  The  class,  assigned 
through  custom  to  play  the  conspicuous  role  at  the  home¬ 
coming  football  game,  led  the  cheers,  and  performed 
stunts  acclaimed  best  by  any  freshman  class  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  college.  The  class  also,  attired  in  emerald 
“freshman  academic  dress,”  several  times  led  the  throng 
of  cheering  students  through  the  streets  of  Austin  to  the 
station,  where  the  football  team  was  showered  with  es¬ 
teem  and  incentive  to  bring  back  victory. 

Coach  William  S.  Taylor,  star  athlete  of  Lincoln 
Universfty  of  Pennsylvania,  trained  the  Samuel  Huston 
football  team  to  the  much-coveted  championship  of  the 
Southwest.  One  player  of  Coach  Taylor’s  eleven  made 
almost  every  colored  All-American  team  selected  by  the 
coaches  of  the  country.  Prof.  Dean  Mohr,  of  Ohio 
State,  himself  a  mentor  in  athletics  and  sporting  pub¬ 
licity,  assisted  Coach  Taylor.  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
and  Prof.  J.  N.  McNealy  gave  several  lectures  during 
the  quarter  before  the  Travis  County  teachers,  the  city 
public-school  teachers  and  students,  and  the  State  In¬ 
stitute  in  Austin.  Miss  Susie  S.  Smith,  together  with 
students  of  the  music  department,  broadcasted  from 
KUT,  the  University  of  Texas^  and  Miss  Jessie  B.  At¬ 


kins,  M.A.  in  English,  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
contributed  an  article  to  the  Sunday  daily  of  the  city. 

The  quarter  has  witnessed  the  successful  introduc¬ 
tion  of  courses  in  Spanish  in  the  Department  of  Modem 
Languages;  also  the  University  of  Chicago  orientation 
course  for  freshmen,  “The  Nature  of  the  World  and  of 
Man,”  has  had  its  beginning  in  this  quarter. 

The  Central  Texas  County  Institute,  bringing  to¬ 
gether  for  a  week  the  teachers  of  nine  counties,  con¬ 
ducted  its  session  in  the  early  part  of  the  quarter  in  the 
college.  The  president  of  the  college  addressed  the  in¬ 
stitute  on  “Our  Duty  to  Youth  To-day.”  Teachers  in 
the  Department  of  Education  assisted  in  the  institute 
work. 

Among  the  visitors  and  speakers  at  the  college  have 
been:  Mr.  S.  M.  N.  Marrs,  State  superintendent  of  pub¬ 
lic  instruction;  Mr.  Channing  H.  Tobias,  senior  secre¬ 
tary  Y.  M.  C.  A.;  Dr.  Wallace  B.  Fleming,  president  of 
Baker  University,  and  Mr.  L.  H.  Lightner,  supreme  clerk 
of  the  American  Woodmen.  The  latter  spoke  on  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Conference  at  Helsingfors,  Finland. 

The  West  Texas  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  met  memorably  during  the  quarter  in  Vic¬ 
toria.  Samuel  Huston  College,  the  Conference  school, 
received  an  ovation  upon  having  “a  class”  recognition, 
excellent  faculty,  fine  student  body,  and  bright  pros¬ 
pects  for  the  future.  The  Conference,  together  with  the 
churches,  alumni,  ex-students,  students,  teachers,  and 
friends,  then  contributed  $1,051.49  as  an  effort  of  the 
first  three  months  of  the  school  year  on  $6,000  to  be 
raised  for  the  college. 


Great  Golden  Jubilee 
At  Philander  Smith  College 


[Editor’s  Note. — Coining  from  one  who,  during  decades  of  sin- 
cerest  devotion  and  remarkable  courage,  has  been  building  her  very 
life  blood  into  the  uplift  of  members  of  another  race,  this  appeal 
should  be  hilariously  and  religiously  responded  to.] 


Have  you  heard  that  Philander  Smith  College  is 
fifty  years  old.?  Had  you  thought  about  it,  you 
who  are  interested  in  its  progress,  and  you  who 
have  been  the  direct  beneficiaries  from  its  educational 
propaganda?  Your  mother  is  getting  up  in  years;  she 
needs  you  to  assist  her  as  never  before,  ^anfi  in  order  to 
make  this  possible  that  you  may  be  able  to  help  her  to 
do  more  adequate  work  for  this  generation,  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  decided  to  be  back  of  her  in  raising 
$50,000  by  commencement  time  as  a  great  endowment 
and  improvement  gift  to  this  worthy  school. 

It  can  be  done  if  we  just  will  get  under  the  burden 
and  do  it.  If  250  friends  will  give  $50  each,  we  will  have 
$12,500;  if  500  friends  will  give  $25  each,  we  will  have 
i^the  same  amount;  if  1,000  friends  will  give  $12.50  each, 
we  will  likewise  have  $12,500;  if  2,000  will  give  $6.25 
each,  we  will  also  have  a  like  sum ;  if  3,000  people  will 
£r>ve  $2.10,  which  is  only  a  dime  a  week,  we  will  have 
$6,300;  if  6,000  will  give  $1.05,  or  five  cents  a  week,  we 


will  have  another  $6,300 ;  then  a  little  more  than  $50,000 
will  be  raised  by  commencement,  and  none  of  us  give  more 
than  a  dollar  a  week  at  the  most,  some  fifty  cents  a  week, 
and  some  less,  all  the  way  down,  and  everybody  can  help. 

Now  we  are  a  poor  folk,  and  we  cannot  hire  clerk 
help ;  neither  can  we  hire  men  and  women  with  eloquent 
language  and  impressive  speeches  to  go  about  enthusing 
and  lecturing  the  people.  That  is  not  the  way  to  do 
business  for  the  Kingdom  anyhow — giving  things  on  the 
spur  of  the  moment.  We  should  give  it  because  it  is 
right  to  give  it  and  it  is  our  honest  due  to  give  it ;  and 
if  we  are  not  obligated  that  way,  we  should  be  obligated 
in  the  gratitude  of  God  for  the  blessings  that  have  come 
to  the  whole  group  through  the  ministry  of  Philander, 
and  so  gladly  give — not  the  least  possible — that  is  five 
cents  a  week,  but  the  most  possible. 

Nearly  all  of  our  graduates  have  been  prospered 
and  are  doing  well.  Think  of  the  hundreds  of  dollars 
you  received  when  you  were  only  asked  to  give  one  dol¬ 
lar  a  month  for  tuition,  when  in  other  schools,  people 
as  poor  as  we  were,  all  through  the  Northland  paid 
$5  and  $8  and  $10  a  month  for  tuition. 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  January  27,  1927 


New  Orleans  University 
Enters  Notable  Period  of  Growth 


Pride  is  evident  in  the  fEct  of  its  growing  enrollment  service  last  year  in  the  department  of  music,  is  now  on 
totaling  800  students,  260  of  whom  are  of  college  rank ;  full  time  as  a  teacher  of  piano  and  orchestra.  The  num- 
its  extension  department  heading  up  in  two  thriving  her  of  her  pupils  is  growing  steadily,  and  a  recent  recital 
Louisiana  cities,  Lake  Charles  and  Alexandria ;  its  modern  testified  to  the^  growing  interest  in  music  on  the  part  of 
library;  its  famous  Glee  Club,  whose  rendition  of  pro-  the  students.  An  additional  piano  has  been  purchased 
grams  in  the  local  community  is  a  distinct  social  contri-  for  the  department,  also  a  set  of  drums  for  the  or- 
bution  to  better  racial  feeling.  Looking  toward,  a  more  chestra. 

efficient  institution,  extensive  repairs  and  enlargements  At  the  opening  of  the  second  semester  last  year  a  be  ^ 
have  been  effected  in  the  buildings  and  the  campus  gen-  ginning  was  made  with  a  commercial  department.  Th> 
erally,  and  the  following  reinforcements  made  in  the  teach-  demand  for  this  work  has  grown  steadily,  and  in  conse- 
ing  force.  .  quence  Mrs.  Sammie  Mamie  Brown  is  now  employed  as 

For  the  position  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  full-time  teacher.  Ten  typewriters  are  busy  every  hour 
Prof.  George  Wesley  Drew,  Miss  Flora  Belle  Austin,  A.B.  of  the  day,  and  a  night  class  has  now  been  organized. 
(Iowa  University),  was  secured.  Her  department  is  Some  adjustments  were  made  in  the  assignments  of  the 

mathematics  and  chemistry.  She  is  a  capable  and  inspir-  other  teachers,  but  as  their  work  is  practically  as  hereto- 
ing  teacher.  fore,  no  mention  is  made  of  these  teachers,  twenty  in  num- 

To  help  take  care  of  the  ever  enlarging  classes,  both  ber.  The  school  is  a  busy  beehive,  as  visitors  delight- 
in  the  college  and  academy.  Miss  Mary  Jones,  A.B.  (Uni-  fully  observe. 

versity  of  Chicago),  was  appointed.  Miss  Jones  is  a  In  fulfillment  of  the  promise  made  last  year  when  the 
daughter  of  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  D.D.,  and  is  carrying  on  trustees  voted  to  require  the  athletic  and  library  fee  at 
the  traditions  of  the  family  for  literary  and  intellectual  the  opening  of  each  semester  instead  of  once  oidy  at  the 
power.  beginning  of  the  year,  a  special  coach  was  appointed  and 

Owing  to  a  threatened  breakdown.  Miss  Helen  Vivian  the  time  of  the  girls*  physical  director  doubled.  The  man 
Gillie,  who  came  last  spring  from  Samuel  Huston  College,  selected  for  coach  is  Madison  S.  Briscoe,  A.B.  (Lincoln 
felt  it  necessary  to  resign  soon  after  the  present  session  University,  Pa.).  He  comes  to  New  Orleans  University 
open^  The  vacancy  was  filled  by  promoting  Mrs.  Hattie  with  a  splendid  record  in  athletics  as  well  as  in  his  col- 
Melton  Hayes,  amiable  wife  of  Dean  Hayes,  from  the  legiate  work,  and  with  considerable  experience  in  coach^ 
prindpalship  of  the  grade  school.  Mrs.  Hayes  received  ing.  Mrs.  Lillian  J.  Oliver  is  devoting  three  full  days  a 
her  A.B,  degree  with  the  class  of  1926,  and  has  had  a  week  to  the  physical  education  for  girls,  as  against  half 
very  successful  teaching  experience  elsewhere.  days  last  year.  The  football  record^  made  by  our  team 

The  vacancy  in  the  nrincinalship  of  the  orade  school  and  the  fine  work  of  the  girls  in  calisthenics  and  games 
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prove  that  the  students  are  responding  well  to  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  their  instructors  in  athletics  and  physical  edu¬ 
cation. 

President  O.  E.  Kriege  has  been  at  the  steering  wheel 
of  this  important  school  for  a  brief  two  years,  but  has 
evinced  a  fine  type  of  leadership  at  a  time  when  it  is  ur¬ 
gently  needed.  His  penetration  into  the  heart  of  the  in¬ 
stitution’s  requirements,  his  grasp  of  the  whole  educa¬ 


tional  problem  of  practical  adaptation  of  the  college  to 
social  demands,  and  his  desire  for  service  in  a  much  needed 
field  have  admirably  adapted  him  to  the  task  of  expanding 
this  school  into  one  of  the  foremost  of  Negro  educational 
institutions.  He  is  fortunate  in  the  co-operation-  given 
him  by  Dean  Hayes  with  his  valuable  experience  and 
“ability  in  school  work  for  Negro  youth.  New  Orleans  “U” 
has  entered  a  new  growth  period. 


The  Reserve  Pension  Plan  and 

Mammonism 

By  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Powell 


IN  A  recent  issue  of  the  Advocate,  Dr.  Ray  Allen, 
in  his  article,  “Money  and  Methodism,”  has  some 
good  things  to  say,  as  he  usually  does.  But  con¬ 
cerning  the  Reserve  Pension  Fund  he  widely  misses  the 
mark.  His  article  in  this  respect  is  grossly  misleading. 
He  has  terrible  visions  and  fear  of  his  church,  with 
ast  funds  piled  up  and  a  ministry  wallowing  in  indulg¬ 
ent  luxury.  He  seems  not  to  understand  the  nature  and 
purpose  of  the  Reserve  Pension  Fund  as  the  only  pos¬ 
sible  way  for  our  church  to  pay  in  full  the  contract 
which  by  our  pension  system  we  morally  make  with  every 
minister.  Our  church  does  not  seem  to  consider  this  a 
contract,  for  we  do  what  we  please  or  can  conveniently 
do  about  paying  it  in  full;  and  the  pensioner,  the  Con¬ 
ference  claimant,  has  no  recourse.  Apparently  Dr.  Al¬ 
len  would  have  us  continue  this  practice.  The  grave 
danger  of  Methodism  is  not  the  mammon  it  is  accumulat¬ 
ing  for  payments  of  pensions,  but  the  mammon  it  is  prom¬ 
ising  and  not  paying.  As  a  church  we  are  making  too 
many  promises  which  we  are  not  keeping. 

Dr.  Allen  confuses  reserve  funds  with  endowment 
funds.  Our  present  pension  permanent  funds. are  endow¬ 
ment  funds.  Even  though  he  is  so  fearful  of  endow¬ 
ments,  would  he  advocate,  with  our  present  inadequate 
pension  system,  the  disbursing  of  our  permanent  funds 
with  no  better  -  provision  to  do  what  these  funds  help 
to  do  in  part?  If  he  is  so  fearful  of  the  effect  of  endow¬ 
ments,  he  should  at  once  convert  his  savings  bank  ac¬ 
count  and  life  insurance  to  the  help  of  his  fellow  min¬ 
isters  who  are  trying  to  live  on  the  meagre  pensions  that 
most  Conferences  are  now  paying. 

An  endowment  fund  is  built  up  and  held  intact,  the 
interest  alone  on  which  may  be  used.  A  reserve  fund  is 
composed  of  small  sums  standing  to  the  credit  of  indi¬ 
vidual  ministers,  accumulated  or  accumulating  by  an¬ 
nual  contributions  of  these  ministers  and  their  churches 
at  compound  interest  to  provide  their  promised  pension 
when  they  must  retire.  All  insurance  companies,  except 
those  of  a  fraternal,  benevolent  kind  (the  history  of 
which  and  the  experience  of  people  connected  with  them 
is  enough  said),  are  compelled  to  have  such  reserve  funds 
to  meet  the  contracts  of  their  policies.  They  do  not 
expect,  nor  will  the  law  allow  them  to  attempt  to  make 
payments  on  their  policies  out  of  current  income,  for  it 
l^imply  cannot  be  done.  Did  they  attempt  it,  they  would 
compelled  to  do  what  we  have  been  compelled  to  do 
in  pension  matters:  pay  what  they  can  and  let  the  bene¬ 
ficiaries  whistle  for  the  rest.  What  would  Dr.  Allen 
do  about  his  insurance  if  it  were  on  such  a  precarious 


(ft 


basis?  But  that  is  just  exactly  the  status  of  our  pres¬ 
ent  pension  system,  notwithstanding  all  its  many  merits 
and  the  splendid  work  it  has  done.  Its  difficulties  are 
inherent  in  its  nature.  Unless  Dr.  Allen  can  influence 
our  church  to  abolish  its  whole  pension  policy,  the  need 
and  justice  of  which  is  generally  accepted,  he  should 
gratefully  welcome  a  plan  which  makes  it  possible  for  us 
to  keep  our  pension  promises  in  full.  This  is  what  the 
reserve  fund  plan  will  do,  and  it  is  the  only  plan  that  will 
do  so.  Legally,  economically,  and  morally  as  a  church 
of  Jesus  Christ,  we  can  do  nothing  else  if  we  are  to  have 
a  pension  system  that  is  one  hundred  per  cent  safe,  pos¬ 
sible,  and  adequate. 

To  start  the  new  plan,  there  must  be  a  large  sum  of 
money  raised  to  provide  adequately  for  the  full  -payment 
of  our  pension  promises  for  services  rendered  previous 
to  the  adoption  of  the  reserve  plan.  This  will  not  be  a 
great  fund  built  up  as  an  endowment  or  surplus  capital 
subject  to  predatory  desires  and  purposes  of  boards  and 
directors,  a  melon  to  be  cut  for  the  profit  of  the  favored 
few.  This  reserve  fund,  like  the  accumulating  fund,  after 
the  adoption  of  the  reserve  plan,  will  be  made  up  of  an 
aggregate  of  small  sums  placed  to  the  credit  of  individual 
ministers  with  whom  our  church,  by  its  pension  system, 
is  already  under  contract  to  pay  a  pension  sufficient 
to  keep  off  the  specter  of  a  poverty-stricken  old  age,  but 
for  which  sufficient  provision  to  pay  in  full  has  not  been 
made  and  will  not,  cannot  be  made  under  our  present 
plan,  because  it  would  overburden  the  church  to  do  so. 
After  the  adoption  of  the  reserve  plan,  such  adequate 
provision  is  made  possible  by  its  enabling  every  minister 
and  the  church,  by  annual  contributions,  to  build  up  to 
his  personal  credit,  as  it  were,  a  savings  bank  account, 
to  buy  an  annuity  to  help  him  live  and  pay  his  bills 
when  he  can  no  longer  perform  the  duties  of  his  work. 

Many  other  denominations  have  already  adopted  the 
reserve  plan  or  are  in  process  of  doing  so.  It  works 
successfully.  Thei‘e  is  no  more  danger  of  the  reserve 
plan  making  our  ministers  bloated  capitalists  than  of 
their  savings  bank  accounts,  libraries,  or  second-hand 
Fords  doing  so. 

Under  the  present  plan  we  attempt  to  provide  a  min¬ 
ister’s  pension  after  he  has  retired  and  his  pension  has 
accrued.  Consequently,  when  he  retires,  there  stands  to 
his  credit  nothing  but  a  promise  and  a  hope.  Under  the 
reserve  plan  his  pension  is  provided  year  hy  year  as  it 
accrues.  When  he  retires  and  his  pensioi^  has  matured, 
it  stands  to  his  financial  credit,  fully  provided.  It  is  this 
certainty  of  an  adequate  pension  that  will  help  main- 


74 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


January  27,  1927 


tain,  yes,  increase  the  standard  of  our  ministry  and 
keep  up  the  morale  and  increase  their  effectiveness  by 
removing  the  fear  of  a  poverty-stricken  old  age,  for  old 
age  comes  soon  in  the  ministry. 

By  building  up  a  reserve  fund,  the  church  is  but  do¬ 
ing  what  every  man  or  organization  should  do — if  a 
promise  or  contract  is  made,  begin  at  once  to  provide 
ample  funds  to  pay  it  in  full.  The  man  who  makes  a 
contract  for  the  distant  future  and  trusts  to  current  in¬ 
come  at  the  time  it  falls  due  to  pay  it,  makes  the  creditor 
take  all  the  risk.  That  is  what  our  present  pension  sys¬ 
tem  does.  The  reserve  plan  is  the  first  feasible  attempt 
by  our  church  to  make  possible  and  certain  an  adequate 
pension  at  full  face  value.  Is  that  a  dangerous  and  fear¬ 
ful  thing?  The  plan  in  detail  may  need  many  modifica¬ 
tions,  but  in  principle  it  is  sound,  feasible,  and  certain, 
and  should  be  adopted  by  our  church.  Whoever  opposes 
it,  opposes  the  best  interests  of  our  ministry  and  church. 
It  will  help  provide  an  adequate  ministry,  without  whom 
an  adequate  church  is  impossible  and  the  Kingdom  is 
impossible. — Treasurer  Board  of  Stewards  and  Agent 
Preachers’  Aid  Society,  New  England  Conference. 

The  Methodist  Year  Book* 

IT  IS  off  the  press,  reflecting  merited  credit  on  Ed¬ 
itor  Baketel,  who  has  made  this  ninetieth  annual 
edition  the  best  yet.  It  consists  of  upwards  of  300 
pages,  and  is  a  cornucopia  of  fact  and  information  in¬ 
dispensable  to  every  Methodist  and  to  everybody  else 
who  is  interested  in  progress  of  the  Christian  forces  of 
America.  The  historical  setting  given  by  the  illustra¬ 
tions  on  both  outside  and  inside  of  the  front  cover  page 
creates  a  fitting  atmosphere  for  appreciation  of  the  array 
of  facts  which  follow. 

Six  general  headings  group  the  facts  contained  in 
this  volume.  The  editorial  statement  covers  the  first  fifty 
pages  with  appropriate  tribute  to  distinguished  deceased 
officials  of  high  rank  in  the  general  church.  Dr.  David 
D.  Forsyth,  Dr.  Henry  Wade  Rogers,  and  the  Rev.  Chas. 
W.  Drees,  D.D.,  long  time  successful  missionary  to  South 
America.  Herein  also  is  a  set-in  illustration,  giving  a 
fine  expression  of  appreciation  to  the  Advocate  family. 

A  list  of  fifteen  churches  discloses  an  interesting  sum¬ 
mary  of  results  in  long-term  pastorates.  Among  these, 
the  only  colored  church  listed,  Salem,  New  York,  Dr. 
F.  A.  Cullen,  pastor,  shows  during  his  thirteen-year  term 
80  per  cent  increase  in  ministerial  support,  36  per  cent 
membership  increase,  and  1,808  per  cent  increase  in  Dis¬ 
ciplinary  Benevolences.  The  omission  of  the  great  Cal¬ 
vary  Church,  now  Tindley  Temple,  perhaps  the  longest 
of  any  of  our  pastorates,  was  unfortunate,  as  that -insti¬ 
tution  is  probably  the  most  unique  to  be  found  among 
Negroes  of  any  denomination  anywhere  in  the  world. 

By  reason  of  its  splendidly  adapted  structure  to  meet 
every  need  of  a  well-conceived  and  administered  modern 
church  and  religious  education  program  for  its  commu¬ 
nity,  the  St.  Paul  Church  at  Dallas  is  featured  with 
beautiful  illustration. 

In  the  second  and  third  divisions  of  the  Yearbook  is 
contained  the  official  personnel  of  Methodism,  with  a  cut 
of  the  bishops  effective  and  retired.  Here  also  is  the 
roster  of  Methodist  boards,  commissions,  and  societies, 
including  a  synopsis  of  the  scope  of  their  varied  activi- 

*T1i«  Msthodut  Yearbook,  1927.  The  Methodist  Book  Concern, 
New  York  and  CineinMati. 


ties.  Officials  of  every  Annual  Conference  are  likewise 
given,  with  their  designation  and  post-office  address. 

Most  interesting,  perhaps,  for  the  student  of  Meth* 
odist  current  history  will  be  the  famous  “Book  of  Num¬ 
bers,”  under  the  division  of  church  activities.  It  is  a 
statistical  expose,  telling  in  figures  the  story  of  Meth¬ 
odism’s  achievements  through  her  half  billion  dollars  of 
invested  material  assets.  A  glimpse  is  here  given  also  of 
our  co-ordinate  agencies  and  of  world-wide  Methodism, 
with  official  directory  and  figures.  Besides  the  table  of 
contents,  there  is  also  a  complete  index  according  to  spe¬ 
cific  items,  all  of  which  facilitates  the  availability  of  this 
fund  of  material. 

The  Church’s  Disobedience 

By  Bishop  Ernest  G.  Richardson 

« 

HRIST’S  last  solemn  message  to  His  disciples  was 
the  command  to  carry  the  gospel  message  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth.  The  disciples,  to  whom  our 
Lord  gave  this  solemn  instruction,  failed  to  carry  out  His 
commission.  Their  national  narrowness  overcame  their 
devotion  to  the  Christ.  If  they  had  had  their  way,  th« 
gospel  would  have  been  confined  to  those  of  their  owifl 
nation.  They  also  tried  to  prevent  the  great  apostle  to 
the  Gentiles  from  obeying  the  heavenly  vision  that  had 
come  to  him. 

The  church  through  the  ages  has  been  characterized 
by  the  same  spirit  of  disobedience.  There  have  always 
been  a  faithful  few  who  sought  to  meet  the  missionary 
motive  of  the  Master,  but  the  great  mass  of  His  follow¬ 
ers  in  every  age  has  riot  taken  this  commission  seriously. 
Therefore,  after  nineteen  hundred  centuries,  one-half  of 
the  people  of  the  world  have  not  heard  the  wonderful 
story. 

The  church  to-day  is  following  the  footsteps  of  the 
believers  of  former  days.  It  is  not  seriously  attempting 
to  carry  the  glorious  gospel  message  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  In  Christian  America  less  than  one  cent  of  the 
average  dollar  is  dedicated  to  the  church  of  Christ. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  the  present  time 
is  following  the  example  of  the  church  in  all  ages.  The, 
decrease  of  one-third  in  missionary  offerings  was  not^ 
necessary.  We  had  the  money  to  maintain  the  mission¬ 
ary  giving  of  our  better  years.  The  fact  is,  we  are  giving 
the  Christian  church  more  money  to-day  than  we  gave 
during  those  years.  But  our  missionary  impulse  has 
lessened.  We  are  satisfied  to  give  more  to  ourselves  and 
less  to  others.  We  are  not  criticizing  the  gifts  to  local 
church  enterprises,  but  they  should  not  be  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  forward  movement  of  the  Kingdom. 

One  Thousand  Dollars 
for  Missions 

IT  WAS  a  fine  climax  of  the  old  year’s  work  and  a 
most  commendable  beginning  for  the  new  year  when 
the  St.  Matthew’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Greensboro,  N.  C.,  under  inspiration  of  its  resourceful 
pastor.  Dr.  R.  T.  Weatherby,  raised  in  cash  largely  and 
bona-fide  pledges  $1,000  for  the  general  World  Servicd 
claims  of  the  denomination  on  Sunday,  January  2,  1927r 
Dr.  Weatherby,  always  progressive  in  church  pro¬ 
grams,  featured  the  activities  of  the  day  with  an  annual 
church  family  reunion.  An  appropriate  sermon  was  de- 
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livered  upon  the  text  found  in  Rev.  21.  6.  His  “Behold, 
make  all  things  new”  emphasized  and  inspired  new  re- 
I  ^IP^gio^s  attitudes  as  essential  on  part  of  his  people  toward 
all  the  problems  of  life,  including  the  world  problem  of 
human  suffering  and  human  need  everywhere.  In  such 
an  atmosphere  as  the  discourse  created  more  than  260 
communicants  were  at  the  table  of  the  Lord’s  Supper, 
consecrating  themselves  with  renewed  zeal  to  the  new 
tasks  of  the  new  year.  The  giving  of  this  $1,000  to  mis¬ 
sions— home  and  foreign — was  not  a  spectacular  stunt, 
as  this  church  has  the  record  of  being  the  largest  giver 
to  missions  of  any  church  in  the  entire  North  Carolina 
Conference,  while  it  also  leads  in  its  support  of  local 
welfare  work  in  the  city. 

Socially  also  the  day  was  noteworthy.  Three  hun¬ 
dred  persons  were  served  to  free  turkey  dinner  in  the 
lecture  room,  to  the  credit  of  the  ladies  of  St.  Matthew’s. 
Under  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  it  was  reported  that  com¬ 
plete  renovation  of  the  parsonage  has  just  been  made, 
all  paid  for  from  the  efforts  of  this  auxiliary.  Large  con¬ 
gregations,  with  flattering  spiritual  results  attending, 
are  among  the  reports  also  of  St.  Matthew’^  stirring 
people.  If  other  churches,  not  only  in  the  Chattanooga, 
^ut  in  every  other  area  of  our  Methodism,  will  grip  their 
Responsibility  as  does  this  church,  there  will  be  no  record 
during  the  present  year  of  heartbreaking  tragedies  on 
the  mission  flelds,  at  home  or  abroad. 

South  Carolina  Conference  Notes 

Forecast  of  Success  for  New  Year 

By  the  Rev.  W.  M.  R.  Eaddy,  Pastor 

—  The  South  Carolina  Conference,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  has  passed  into  history,  and  we  have  been  re¬ 
turned  to  the  St.  John  charge  for  the  fourth  year  by 
Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson,  father  and  brother  beloved. 

If  I  were  to  say  that  our  ^ite  bishops  have  not  been 
all  that  wc  have  been  looking  for,  I  would  not  speak  the 
truth,  for  our  resident  Bishop  Richardson  is  not  only 
our  bishop,  friend,  and  brother  beloved,  but  we  are  will¬ 
ing  to  trust  his  judgment.  He  can  stay  among  us  with 
a  hearty  welcome.  He  is  ours  to  the  end  of  his  career, 
^^^•^ove  never  faileth. 

-^What  fault  can  we  find  of  those  who  came  to  us  with 
hy;nn  book,  Bible,  and  spelling  book,  at  a  time  when 
we  were  handicapped  by  circumstances,  and  took  us  in, 
building  for  us  seminaries  and  colleges,  teaching  us  in 
things  hid  from  us.  We  have  learned  and  gained  much, 
and  we  are  now  grateful  to  God  and  them  for  what  they 
have  taught.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.  M.  Dunton  have  been 
among  the  many  who  came  to  our  rescue  and  longest 
among  us  preparing  us  for  our  tasks. 

Dr.  R.  R.  Harrington,  our  district  superintendent  of 
^le  Florence  District,  is  prepared  in  body  and  heart. 

He  links  the  inner  man  with  the  outer  man.  The  church 
made  no  mistake  in  sending  him  out  on  a  district  errand 
0  fish  for  men,  for  he  understands  fishing  for  men.  He 
the  right  man  for  the  Florence  District.  We  mean  , 
for  the  Florence  District  to  excell  this  Conference  year,  , 
for  we  boys  are  so  well  equipped  that  World  Service  j 
jjnd  other  programs  of  the  church  are  done  with  ease.  i 

th  'v  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  of  s 

^  \  Area,  the  serious  illness  of  whose  wife  i 

e  it  impossible  for  him  to  remain  longer  with  us,  f. 
ocause  he  was  not  only  the  first  colored  bishop  to  pre-  i 


side  over  us,  but  he  had  won  his  way  into  the  heart  of 
every  pastor,  layman,  and  visitor  of  the  Conference. 
Bishop  Jones  was  at  home  among  us.  We  hope  that 
the  Board  of  Bishops  will  return  him  to  us,  so  that  all 
the  people  may  be  able  to  see  that  we  now  have  in  real¬ 
ity  a  full-robed  bishop  of  the  Negro  race  prepared  to 
preside  over  us. 

^We  will  endow  Claflin  University  because  we  are  well 
able  to  do  so  with  our  neighbors’  assistance.  Dr.  J.  B. 
Randolph  is  strong.  We  have  tried  to  put  over  the 
Southwestern  Chrisian  Advocate’s  program  during  the 
past  Conference  year.  We  have  sent  in  during  the  past 
year  fifteen  annual  subscribers  for  the  Southwestern 
from  this  one  charge,  and  now  propose  twenty  annual 
subscriptions  for  the  new  Conference  year.  We  will  get 
them.  We  thank  you  for  your  able  editorials  and  for 
making  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate,  our  church 
paper,  worthy  to  be  read  in  each  home,  among  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  and  elsewhere.  Any  officer  of  our 
church  who  is  a  lover  of  receiving  nice  letters  through 
the  mails  can,  if  he  will,  take  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate  and  read  it,  for  he  will  find  more  nice  letters 
in  this  paper  at  once,  than  he  has  ever  received  from 
one  person  at  one  time  in  envelopes. 

LAKE  CITY^  s.  C. 

Back  to  the  Farm 


( Continued  from  page  61f, ) 

fectively  not  only  to  keep  on  the  farm  those  who  are  de¬ 
scendants  of  the  earlier  and  trustier  tillers  of  the  soil, 
but  to  induce  still  4nore  to  turn  their  ambitions  and  hopes 
of  future  usefulness  to  society  in  the  direction  of  agri¬ 
culture,  were  social  conditions  more  tolerable  and  phys¬ 
ical  life  secure  on  the  farm,  particularly  in  the  rural 
South.  Among  the  76,000  farmers  who  have  deserted 
the  farms  in  the  last  decade,  many  of  these  were  colored 
farmers  who,  amid  conditions  of  civic  and  economic  fair¬ 
ness  and  security  of  themselves  and  their  families,  would 
have  preferred  a  thousand  times  to  live  on  the  farms. 

The  Negro,'  by  reason  of  attachment  and  habitual 
emotional  attitudes,  loves  Southern  soil.  In  a  few  brief 
years  the  colored  population  of  Georgiti,  for  instance, 
has  decreased  from  46  per  cent  to  41  per  cent  of  the 
total  whole.  These  Negroes  and  the  whole  horde  of 
others  who  liave  gone  recently  from  the  cotton  States 
reflected  first  on  the  disadvantages  and  difficulties  of  so¬ 
cial  adjustment  in  their  newly  adopted  Northern  envi¬ 
ronment  ;  but  they  “plunged,”  preferring  to  “flee  to  ills” 
of  wliich  they  were  told  rather  than  remain  in  the  ener¬ 
vating  circumstances  of  that  environment  in  which  they 
had  been  brought  up  with  its  left-over  psychology  of 
dire  days  gone  by.  Thousands  of  Negroes  have  dis¬ 
covered  that  by  reason  of  social  insecurity  in  their  prop¬ 
erty  and  persons,  the  farm  is  not  the  best  place  for  them, 
and  to  them  the  “back  to  the  farm”  slogan  has  little 
appeal. 

When  rural  life  in  this  section  shall  have  been  made 
more  secure  for  Negroes,  they  will  again  apply  their  in¬ 
creasing  store  of  scientific  knowledge  and  skill  gained 
in  the  laboratories  of  the  high  schools  and  universities  to 
the  South’s  now  infertile  fields,  tickling  and  teasing  these 
so  that  erstwhile  wildernesses  will  blossom  and  fruit  like 
the  rose.  He  has  the  brawn  and  the  brain,  but  needs  the 
guai  antee,  by  corporate  social  sanctions,  of  the  security 
necessaiy  to  peaceful  and  productive  endeavor. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


always  responsible  for  securing  and  holding 
his  patronage. 

BAM  HUSTOX  COLLEGE. 


iKTSmiTATIOX^L  SbUBS 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


THE  PRACTICE  OF  CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP 


FIRST  QUARTER.  LESSON  VI.  FEBRUARY  6 


Scripture  Lesson — ^Matt.  26.  14-80. 

1.  The  Teaching  of  the  Parable  of  the 

«  .  ma  .  .  .  A  _  A* _ Al-S^ _ 


Missionary  Interpretation 

LeSSOX  FOB  SuXDAT,  Febboaby  6,  1927 
"Thou  hast  been  faithful” 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

Faithfulness  characterizes  the  good  stew¬ 
ard.  The  best  word  that  can  be  said  of  any¬ 
one  serving  in  any  capacity,  or  trusted  with 
any  value,  is  that  they  have  been  faithful. 


foundation  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  He  did  Xo  be  thus  faithful  is  to  win  the  approval 
the  work  which  had  been  assigned  Him  to  of  those  who  have  conflded  in  us.  All  of  us 
do;  and  upon  that  score  He  based  His  claim  have  talents  given  us  to  be  used  in  what- 

.  «  **»•  vni  _  Ai _  yx-l _ b.«\  O.,..  «  .  ab  _  _  xBr-  _i _ a.1 _ 


riiU^^Thrinte^rSatioL  of  this  parable  do;  and  upon  that  score  He  based  His  claim 
are  frequency  not  interpretations  but  ap-  °  f  Len  do  the^wofk 


are  rrequentiy  not  interpretations,  out  up-  .  -  ------  - 

plicati^s.  TWs  is  because  we  popularly  use  upon  t^  condition  that  men  do  the  t^rk 
the  word  “talent”  to  refer  to  a  spiritual  or  which  He  assigned  them  to  do  He  based 
«.  «  •  •  _ _ a  fnpir  nnssihlf*  furure  irlorv. 


do;  and  upon  tnat  score  ne  oasea  nis  ciaim  have  talents  given  us  to  oe  used  in  wnai- 
to  glory  with  His  Father  (John  17.  4f).  So  ever  way  will  best  serve  others.  We  share  the 
upon  the  condition  that  men  do  the  work  destiny  of  those  who  are  benefited  by  the 

TT_  _ 8 _ 1  Xl_-. _  UmmaaaI  m  .  1  A_  _ _ I _ _ _ — 


cultural  ablUty  of  some  sort.  But  Jesus 
meant  by  that  word  in  this  parable  a  certain 
weight  or  amount  of  money.  He  does  not 
say  whether  it  is  silver  or  gold,  and  so  we 
do  not  know  the  exact  amount  meant.  But 
that  is  not  important.  Any  amount  taken 
at  random  will  do;  for  the  chief  thing  is 
not  the  amount,  but  the  use  made  of  it.  Let 
us  say,  then,  that  one  man  was  gfiven  $16,000; 
another  $6,000,  and  a  third  $8,000— each  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  business  ability  which  he  was 
supposed  to  have.  Each  was  expected  to 
conduct  a  business  for  his  lord  with  the 


their  possible  future  glory. 

Now  it  may  be  well  that  we  keep  in  mind 
the  distinction  which  we  made  some  weeks 
ago  between  disciples  and  apostles  of  Jesus. 
In  the  strictest  sense  the  lesson  is  applicable 

.  <«  <1._  _Wa_J _ A..  Al _ _  .J 


use  of  our  talents,  or  who  are  embarrassed 
because  we  have  been  unfaithful  in  the  use 
of  talents. 

There  are  millions  in  the  night  of  ignor¬ 
ance  and  superstition  because  talents  have 
been  buried  in  the  dust  of  carnality  and 

1 _ I _ _ A 


in  tne  strictest  sense  tne  lesson  is  appiicauic  neen  ouriea  in  inc  uusi  curuuui^  auu 
to  the  apostles  of  to-day — ^to  the  men  and  selfishness  instead  of  being  used  to  enrich 
women  who  are  called  Into  Christian  leader-  the.  world.  If  all  talents  were  rightly  used 
ship  in  their  community  or  in  other  parts  there  would  not  be  a  field  uncultivated  in 


ship  in  their  community  or  m  other  parts  there  would  not  be  a  neld  uncultivatea  in 
of  the  world.  The  responsibility  for  doing  all  the  earth;  neither  a  life  to  whom  the  gos- 
good  business  for  the  Lord  rests  primarily  pel  message  was  yet  unspoken  or  unsung, 
with  them.  Their  business  is  not  good  only  Buried  talents  mean  the  waste  of  lives  that 

•  •  AB_  .B_.  aB_ _ _ !■  8 _  ._.^XXS_  •-.1.  A  1__  _ I _ 1  .....  ...11  ....  xl...  nV.«sX«*Al 


supposea  lo  nave,  iziacn  wna  w  v*  ctvab  vta«b.aa  va.%.^ 

conduct  a  business  for  his  lord  with  the  much  money  for  the  Lord— as  if  the  Lord 

A _ A.J  X.  1.x.  ........  mAon^  4-VtA  rkOlMlKlA  Ka  llt^Tftllv. 


witn  mem.  ineir  ousiness  is  nui  guuu  uiu/  j^unea  laieiiw  uicnn  tne  wa&ic  ui  uveo  wsai. 
or  even  chiefly  when  they  succeed  in  getting  might  be  reached,  as  well  as  the  shriveled 

_ _1-  XI.A  T  ..maI  mm  XftkA  T  XI.AVMM  nrlvAA  IaABTA  IxilVIAfl  ^SiIaTiIB. 


money  entrusted  to  his  care.  When  stock¬ 
taking  day  came,  the  flrst  two  men  had  de- 

•  B.  •  -1_  .a l-1^.1  XI.M  mmSm.. 


meant  the  parable  to  be  interpreted  literally. 

But  it  is  the  most  successful  when  they  sue- 

...  ..  __  . 


taklnir  day  camcy  me  nrsi  iwu  men  ua«  xjui,  h.  io  uivox.  ouB.\.B.oaaMA  vvasa.aa 

veloped  a  business  which  doubled  the  orig-  ceed  in  ChristianiEing  men  and  establishing  a 
inal  capital,  while  the  third  had  done  noth-  controlling  influence  of  Jesus  in  their  com- 


ing.  He  did  not  invest  his  mone; 

_  O  .  •%»  MB _ J_ 


because  he  lacked  confidence  in  his  uusm^aa  uiiuiuu  ..it  ..u.i.  ...»  ^ 

ability,  or  because  he  thought  his  original  His  money  to  usury.  If  they  have  been  as- 

.  _i  *A.. _ 11  X..  MMMMMMWkltaU  AMvflilnaF  urftli.  f/i  fliA  inli  ff\r  A.  flmA^  Uft  SaV  fOT 


AAA.  AAVVAA  ^AAAA  ^  A  VAAAAA^  AAAAAMVMA.A#  AT 

:y  either  munity.  Only  thereby  are  they  truly 
business  tinuing  the  work  of  the  Master  and  pi 


ly  con- 
putting 


aouiiy,  or  uc«:au3c  uc  — --  —  — — j-  — - ,  7  - . 

stock  too  small  to  accomplish  anything  with,  signed  to  the  job  for  a  time,  let  us  say  for 
He  wanted  to  make  sure  that  he  did  not  a  year,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  they 
lose  his  money.  The  flrst  two  were  greatly  must  apologize  with  the  report  that  the  work 
.  .  . _ .1 _ lal.....  wlill.  1o  n#.  tl,nn  It  WAS  wIiAn  tliev  received 


souls  of  those  who  have  buried  their  talents. 

Talents  are  of  varied  kinds.  A  school 
teacher  refused  a  call  to  the  mission  field 
She  wanted  to  give  her  earnings  insteadBJJfe 
but  she  seemed  to  hear  God  say,  “I  do  no^^i^ 
want  your  money;  I  want  you.”  She  at  last 
surrendered  and  has  given  wonderful  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  foreign  field.  She  decided  not  to 
bury  her  talent.  Some  have  only  money  to 
give,  and  it  is  made  to  multiply  its  value 
in  the  service  of  the  King.  Money  should 

A  .  A  .  ^  X _ 9X _ 1 _ mMMMA 


lose  his  money.  The  first  two  were  greauy  must  apologize  wiin  tne  repon  max  luc  wwa  m  me  service  oi  me  Ming. 

rewarded  for  their  successful  labors,  wWle  the  is  no  worse  than  it  was  when  they  received  never  be  wasted,  for  it  can  be  used— every 

third  was  deprived  of  his  original  capital  it,  and  if  the  failure  of  improvement  is  due  penny — 'in  the  service  of  God  and  humanity, 

f  which  was  iriven  to  one  of  the  successful  to  their  willful  neglect  for  any  reason,  they  Every  Christian  is  endowed  with  some  tal- 
onesl  and  was  severely  punished  for  his  are  living  examples  of  the  man  in  the  para-  ent  for  which  he  will  be  called  to  render 

do-nothingness.  We  buried  his  lord’s  money  and  re-  account.  Happy  Is  it  for  the  one  to  whom 


dcHnothinffncsB.  wuw  BFt«sAB.u  saao  avaaac  mmm.  -- 

Observe  that  these  men  were  given  the  turned  it  to  him  just  as  he  had  given  it 
same  kind  of  talents,  but  different  amounts  to  him. 

**  ...B  B.X  _a1___  m..  .  .A  •-  1  M xl J  f_ 


SeiUlC  a.U«U  WX  VCUX'ASi.oy  a^wa.  - - -  —  -  1_  a. 

of  them,  and  that  the  third  man  did  not  lose ,  But  certainly  there  is  work  for  the  dis- 
his  through  neglect  to  use  them,  but  had  ciples  to  do,  though  it  is  not  identically  the 
them'  taken  away  because  he  did  not  use  same  as  that  of  the  apostles;  and  it  is  their 
x1...._^  ^T^Sm  MBAMPSPOBo^a  .TAfillfi  WJUl  not  K/wins^An  iliifv  tn  fin  fhfktr  wnrk.  But  after 


tnem  taiccn  away  hc  siw  same  a»  mat  u*  me  opvoueoy  cmsu  si.  so  »sibasa 

them.  This  suggests  that  Jesus  was  not  bounden  duty  to  do  their  work.  But  after 
flunking  so  much  i^out  spiritual  (pfts  as  all,  the  apostles  are  responsible  to  the  Lord 
about  spiritual  labors,  responsibilities —  for  influencing  men  to  become  disciples  and 

....  ..  A  __A  X^ _ XIaM  M _ _ f _ i _ XI....X-.  1m.mm1Xm  Xaa  .IaaXw  m#Xmba  XIamxf 


for  influencing  men  to  become  disciples  and 

..  .  .  .A  a  A  «B  _  A  .  J__A _  _  XA _ Xt _ _ 


anout  spirrvuai  laiwrsj  H^pwuoifcsaxsvsvo  lur  luuucueiui^  SUCH  W  s/BaVWSSS%.  B«sov.s^swa  AMAAM 

“jobs.”  He  was  about  to  go  away  from  the  for  winning  their  loyalty  to  duty  after  they 
world  and  leave  His  apostles  in  charge  of  have  become  disciples.  The  business  man  is 

TVf- _ 1.  MMMAAAWMlAvtmfV  XK*  OmFlfl  111  Af*- 


account.  Happy  is  it  for  the  one  to  whom 
the  Master  say,  “Thou  hast  been  faith¬ 
ful.”  Sad  it  will  be  for  the  one,  however 
meager  the  talent,  to  whom  He  will  say, 
“Thou  slothful  servant,”  or  with  greater 
severity,  “Thou  wicked  servant,  thou  ought- 
est  to  have  made  use  of  the  talents  for  me.” 
The  saddest  phase  of  life  in  its  swift  pass¬ 
ing  is  the  wasted  talents  while  the  whole 
world  needs  so  much  that  they  be  used. 

OAMMOX  BEMIXABT. 


Hls  work  of  evangelizing  the  world  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  their  several  abilities.  They 
do  not  all  have  the  same  leadership  ability;  _ 

and  so  they  are  not  all  equally  responsible  T 

for  the  same  amount  of  work.  But  each  is  jl  .  Tj  1^  ^  p  T  ri  |  j  | 

responsible  for  doing  as  much  as  he  can  while  -■-«  I'  »»  m.  vx* 

exercising  his  ability  to  the  utmost.  The  FEBR1 

great  concern  of  His  great  heart  is  whether 

these  apostles  will  all  do  their  very  best  m  t  t 

to  cause  to  prosper  the  work  which  He  is  By  tJie  ReV.  J.  1 

about  to  leave  in  their  hands,  or  whether 

any,  because  of  self-depreciation,  because  he  - 

thinks  the  work  too  hard  and  the  opposition  . 

too  strong,  or  because  he  does  not  hold  as  ISSION  STUD 

prominent  a  place  as  some  other  whether  v  *.  o 

any  will  lie  down  on  the  job  and,  as  far  as  The  Advancing  C»iurch,  Chapter  8 

he  is  concerned,  leave  the  Lord’s  work  until  Our  Templed  Hills,  Chapter  8 

Hls  coming  just  as  he  had  received  it. 

St.  Luke’s  version  of  the  parable  differs  xhe  Christian  church  is  meeting  the  acid 
slightly  from  Matthew’s  (Luke  19.  1!^27).  efficacy  in  the  modern  city.  Can 

It  stresses  a  point  which  St.  Mrtthew  did  not  church  of  Christ  cope  with  the  unprec- 

stress,  namely,  the  edented  human  problems  that  are  increas- 

mies  of  the  lord  who  had  employed  those  onmiilexitv  in  our  cities? 


Epworth  League  Topic 


FEBRUARY  6 


By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 


The  Christian  church  is  meeting  the  acid  stitution  that  bears  Jesus'  name  talking 

test  of  its  efficacy  in  the  modern  city.  Can  about  “undesirables” !  But  tiwt  is  ju^  ^ 

the  church  of  Christ  cope  with  the  unprec-  ™any  our  churches  are  doing  Had  t 

-  .  .  ^  #*vpr  oeeurred  to  vou  that  a  human  being  is 


servants  to  do  business  for  him.  It  there¬ 
fore  suggests  that  the  flrst  two  men  did  good 

..  X  .A  _ ixx^_ .  xUm 


ing  in  number  and  complexity  in  our  cities? 


third  man  was  eitner  airaiu  oi  me  iie  nas,  wnat  we  are  pieaseu  xo  can  in  xnese 

tion  or  was  won  over  by  it,  so  that  he  did  days,  “a  downtown  church.”  He  and  his 

aa  a.  _  T%_.X  1_  mXI.  mmaamSmaam  aWA  oHIr^  ATI  X^aamXmmm  m  mm  XmvaImm.  aavIXIa  mII  ^$amSm  awaImIa^ 


WIB/Bt  va  VA  ^  .  — -  — ^  ~  -  -  - 

nothina.  But  both  versions  are  alike  an  en-  trustees  are  trying  with  all  their  might  to 

^  A  A  _  1 _ A  UMMMAAtfA  t\4  ifO  _^11  Xt--*^ _ _ _ X  _ _ MmmXX...  ^^A  Xm 


nothing,  out  Dotn  versions  arc  aiA&c  wt  trustees  arc  irymg  wiin  aii  incir  migni  xo 

couragement  to  hard  work  because  of  its  gell  their  present  properties  and  move  to 
rewards  and  a  stem  warning  against  either  another  se^ion  of  the  city.  In  explaining 


X  lie  VyliriSliail  Uliurcil  lO  dvia*  ova\.*avAv..  A..MA.  O 

test  of  its  efficacy  in  the  modern  city.  Can  about  “undesirables” !  But  tiwt  is  ju^  ^ 
the  church  of  Christ  cope  with  the  unprec-  ™any  our  churches  are  doing  Had  t 
^  .  L,  .u  .  I  -  ever  occurred  to  you  that  a  human  being  is 

edented  human  problems  that  are  Increas-  ^  ^3  ,,e  is  in  the 

ing  in  number  and  complexity  in  our  cities?  Notice  a  stranger  passing  along 

Running  from  the  Task — A  few  days  ago  a  country  road;  the  children  stop  their  play, 
I  was  talking  to  a  pastor  of  a  city  church,  the  men  stop  their  plowing,  the  women  stop 
He  has,  what  we  are  pleased  to  call  in  these  their  washing — everybody  takes  a  look.  In 
days,  “a  downtown  church.”  He  and  his  the  city  we  see  so  many  folks  we  take  no 
trustees  are  trying  with  all  their  might  to  account  of  a  person^  unless  there  is  some 
sell  their  present  properties  and  move  to  special  reason  for  doing  so.  There  is  sucli 
another  section  of  the  city.  In  explaining  a  big  supply  of  folks,  their  individual  value 
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fore  sugg^ests  tnat  tne  nrsi  iwu  uicu  uiu  Running  from  the  Task — A  few  days  ago 

business  in  spite  of  the  opposition;  while  the  j  talking  to  a  pastor  of  a  city  church, 
third  man  was  either  afraid  of  the  opposl-  He  has,  what  we  are  pleased  to  call  in  these 
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rewards  and  a  stem  warning  against  either  another  section  of  the  city.  In  explaining  a  big  supply  of  folks,  their  inaivmuai  yaiue 
sleeping  or  lying  down  on  the  job  for  any  the  reason  for  the  desire  to  move,  the  pastor  is  tremendously  decreased.  The  one  instl- 
reasons  because  of  its  severe  penalties.  gald  to  me,  “The  members  of  the  church  tution  that  must  save  the  city  at  this  point 
n  D _ LI.  tn  Christians  of  have  Dracticallv  all  moved  away  from  the  is  the  church.  If  the  church  keeps  true  to 
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2  The  Parable  Applied  to  Christians  of  have  practically  all  moved  away  from  the  is  the  church.  If  the  church  keeps  true  to 

Tn'/inii  rhrifltians  are  to  be  followers  of  church,  and  we  are  now  surrounded  by  an  the  point  of  view  of  Jesus,  human  values||^ 

Tmur  ^  What  Jesus  required  of  men  in  this  undesirable  group  of  people.”  Did  you  get  will  not  depreciate,  no  matter  how  numeroqliir 

narable  is  nothing  more  than  He  Himself  that?  What  is  a  church  supposed  to  do—  folks  may  become,  no  matter  what  ™ay 

Ltl  done  OnnosHion  from  men  had  not  limit  its  ministration  to  the  people  who  con-  the  accidents  of  their  situation.  If  the 
from  nrasecatinsr  Hls  Father’s  stitute  Its  membership?  What  is  a  church  church  keeps  true  to  the  point  of  view  of 
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deterred 'Him  from  prosecuting  Hls  Father’s  stitute  Its  membership?  What  is  a  church  church  keeps  true  to  the  point  of  view  of 
cause  as  much  as  in  Him  lay;  and,  during  supposed  to  do— run  from  the  undesirables  Jesus,  it  will  never  run  from  any  class  of 
a  brief  period  of  labor,  from  laying  a  sure  and  look  up  the  “dicties”?  Think  of  an  in-  people.  No  kind  of  people  are  undesiioble 
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for  tho  church  but  those  who  are  so  full  of 
\  pride  and  conceit  and  vanity  that  they  spurn 
the  fellow  who  is  in  real  need. 

I  Hom«  Board  and  the  CUy — Our  Board 

w^f  Home  Missions  has  a  speciu  department 
of  city  work.  It  is  gradually  building  up 
here  and  there  in  our  cities  a  type  of  church 
which,  instead  of  running  away  from  the 


undesirables,  is  running  to  them.  Churches 
like  the  Church  of  All  Nations  in  New  York 
and  Morgan  Memorial  in  Boston  are  comi^ 
to  decisive  grips  with  the  big  city  problems. 
These  churches  are  not  running  to  the  high 
and  dry  places,  but  are  plunging  into  the 
depths  and  snatching  men  from  the  vortex  of 
the  city’s  ruthless  maelstrom. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Annieton,  Ala. — Haven  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  which  is  being  built  by 
V.  H.  Hudson,  is  moving  on  fine.  Owing 
to  the  extreme  cold  weather,  the  work  has 
been  halted,  but  we  are  hoping  that  we  will 
be  able  to  begin  work  again  soon. — Rev.  E. 
Mixon,  Pastor;  D.  W.  Huguly,  Recording 
Steward. 

Aberdeen,  Mitt. — There  was  an  “over-the- 
top  rally”  ^ven  by  the  stewards  of  St.  Paul 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  this  city, 
January  9,  in  which  $40  was  raised  for  the 
pastor.  Brother  John  Thompson  led  the 
stewards  by  raising  $10.80  of  that  amount. 
We  are  off  for  the  new  year  in  good  spirits. 
— J.  R.  Nevils,  Pastor. 

IFathinyton,  Pa. — A  very  splendid  program 
^as  rendered  at  John  Wesley  Church,  De¬ 
cember  6,  1926.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the 
Rev.  C.  W.  Barnett.  The  <diolr  gave  several 
selections;  Mrs.  Mary  Lasley  sang  a  beauti¬ 
ful  solo;  Miss  Adalaide  Johnson  read  a 
paper;  and  an  address  was  nven  by  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  C.  W.  Burnett. — Reporter. 

Wilton,  La. — ^Wesley  Chapel:  The  Ladies’ 
Aid  gave  the  pastor  a  surprise  party,  led 
by  the  president.  Sister  W.  M.  Terrell,  and 
Sisters  Silvia  Bradford,  S.  A.  Coston,  and 
Mary  Green.  They  gave  him  160  pounds  of 
groceries  and  a'  handsome  purse.  We  are 
moving  on  to  success. — R.  B.  Sandford,  Pas¬ 
tor;  W.  M.  Terrell,  Reporter. 

Watertown,  Tenn. — On  January  4,  a  storm 
arose  in  Dowell  Chapel  and  left  $9.10  worth 
of  select  groceries.  The  church  is  taking  on 
new  life.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  D.  But¬ 
ler,  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  on  Sun¬ 
day,  January  9,  from  Eph.  4.  16.  Amount 
raised,  $7.  The  trustees  are  planning  great 
things  toward  beautifying  the  church  this 
year.  for  our  success. — Savernah 

Alexander,  Reporter. 


McMinnvUle,  Tenn, — Finger’s  Chapel,  of 
the  McMinnville  circuit,  held  board  meeting 
^^^aturday  evening  and  transacted  some  im- 
^pbortant  business.  On  Sunday,  at  the  usual 
^Tiour,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Holaen  preached  a 
soul-reviving  sermon  from  Matt.  6.  18.  We 
feel  that  our  church  is  on  the  upward  march, 
and  pray  that  it  will  continue.  We  are  proud 
of  our  pastor,  and  the  attendance  is  growing 
at  each  service"; — Mary  E.  Durham,  Reporter. 

Editto  Fork,  8.  C. — The  members  of  Ca¬ 
naan  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  have  be¬ 
gun  tlieir  year’s  work  with  an  unlimited 
amount  of  interest.  The  pastor,  Rev.  A.  P. 
Gilliard,  has  shown  that  he  is  well  fitted  to 
be  the  shepherd  of  the  flock.  The  Ladies’  Aid 
Society  honored  the  pastor  with  a  grand  re¬ 
ception  on  last  Thursday  evening  at  the  home 
of  Brother  Cleckly.  Mrs.  Rosa  Easterlin  is 
president;  Mrs.  Carrie  Johnson,  secretary; 
Mrs.  Maud  Livingston,  treasurer. — Reporter. 

Benton,  Mitt. — Newlight  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  A  storm  struck  the  parson¬ 
age  on  the  night  of  December  26,  which 
gathered  first  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Kate  Reese, 
and  then  at  Mrs.  Kate  Carper.  Mr.  Eugene 
English  and  wife,  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  were  the  leaders,  followed  by  a  large 
number  of  Newlight’s  members  and  friends. 
Mrs.  Lucy  Venable  rendered  a  solo.  The 
tor  thanked  them  and  asked  them  to  call 
igaln. — Rev.  A.  B.  Venable,  Pastor;  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Venable,  Reporter. 

Hontton,  Texat. — Watch  night  was  a  great 
night  in  Bovnton  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churcl:.  As  the  old  year  passed  out  and 
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the  new  year  came  in,  many  were  found  on 
their  knees  renewing  their  covenant  with  our 
heavenly  Father.  On  the  first  Sunday  in 
January,  a  great  sermon  was  delivered  by 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.  T.  M.  Jackson.  His  text 
was  found  in  Luke  10.  42;  subject,  “Choos¬ 
ing  the  Good  Part.”  A  great  crowd  heard 
the  message.  Sunday  school  is  doing  fine 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  S.  S.  Millard. — 
L.  A.  Steptoe,  Reporter. 

Meridian,  Mitt. — St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  on  the  upward  march. 
This  year  has  been  a  very  successful  one. 
This  is  the  Rev.  R.  N.  J'ones*  first  year,  and 
the  future  looks  bright.  Under  the  auspices 
of  the  Ladies’  Aid,  the  members  and  friends 
had  a  very  successful  basaar,  which  netted  a 
nice  sum  for  the  church  to  help  close  out 
this  year’s  work  in  fine  shape.  On  Monday 
night,  after  the  basaar  closed,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Black  and  a  number  of  other  members  and 
friends  rendered  a  nice  play,  entitled,  “A 
Fun  Revue,”  which  was  enjoyed  by  all  pres¬ 
ent.  Tlie  door  receipts  netted  $26.  Mrs. 
Black  is  a  fine  church  worker. — Reporter. 

Flatwood,  Tenn.^The  Rev.  Wm.  Carter 
filled  his  pulpit  at  Flatwood  for  the  first 
time  this  year,  January  9.  He  preached  a 
wonderful  sermon  from  Matt.  12.  7.  Mrs. 
Jennie  Carter,  the  wife  of  the  pastor;  Mr. 
Lesley  Carter;  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  White, 
teacher  of  Cumberland  Furnace,  Tenn.,  were 
the  pleasant  visitors  of  Oak  Grove  Chapel, 
of  which  the  Rev.  Carter  is  pastor.  It  is 
well  that  the  pastor  has  a  new  car,  otherwise 
he  could  not  have  taken  the  many  New  Year’s 
gifts  given  him  bv  the  members.  Mrs.  W.  A. 
White  made  a  talk  that  was  well  taken.  She 
hopes  to  come  again  in  the  near  future.  Her 
present  home  is  at  1112  Spruce  Street,  Pueblo, 
Colo. — Reporter. 

Partont,  Kan, — Christmas  week  was  highly 
observed  at  Hamilton  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  The  Christmas  tree  and  pro¬ 
gram  were  in  charge  of  Miss  Dovie  E.  Gr?iy, 
who,  together  with  her  coworkers,  beautifully 
trained  the  children  for  their  different  parts 
on  the  program.  Much  credit  is  due  Miss 
Gray  for  her  untiring  effort.  She  is  both 
faithful  and  loyal  to  her  Sunday  school  and 
church.  She  is  the  organist  for  the  church 
and  Sunday  school.  Our  church  was  crowded 
with  an  appreciative  audience,  who  highly 
enjoyed  the  program.  Mr.  T.  W.  McKnight, 
Sr.,  superintendent  of  our  Sunday  school,  is 
putting  the  Sunday  school  over  the  top.  All 
the  members  of  Hamilton  Chapel  are  willing 
to  work  for  the  Lord. — Rev.  W.  H.  Hamilton, 
Pastor;  Mrs.  Myrtle  Bell,  Reporter. 

Kenner,  La. — Sunday,  January  9,  was  a 
high  day  at  Camparaprt  and  at  Kenner.  The 
district  superintendent  was  absent  at  Ross 
Chapel,  and  the  pastor.  Rev.  S.  J.  Jackson, 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  to  the  de¬ 
light  of  all.  The  loyal  members  rallied  in 
full.  An  old-fasbioned  love  feast  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor.  The  district  superin¬ 
tendent  was  paid  in  full.  The  old  church  is 
still  alive.  At  night,  the  superintendent  met 
us  at  the  little  coming  church  at  Kenner. 
The  superintendent.  Rev.  H.  Daniel,  presided. 
All  the  departments  of  the  church  were 
looked  after.  New  life  has  been  taken  on 
at  this  place.  The  superintendent  preached 
on  Saturday,  and  was  paid  in  full.  Total 
raised  for  the  day,  $22.  We  will  raise  our 
full  quota  by  Easter. — Elizabeth  Garrett,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Fort  Worth,  Texat. — Sunday,  January  2, 
1927,  was  a  day  of  jneat  blessings  at  St.  An¬ 
drews  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  I^e 
Rev.  R.  M.  Davis,  our  newly  appointed  pas¬ 
tor,  preached  two  soul-stirring  sermons  on 
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“Joseph.”  A  large  audience  greeted  him  at 
both  services.  Three  hundred  and  sixty-five 
people  partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  daring 
the  day.  Dr.  Davis  has  not  only,  in  a  short 
iMuic,  proven  to  be  convincing  as  a  pulpit 
orator  and  a  divine  healer  of  sin,  but  as 
pastor  he  appears  to  be  the  man  for  a  big 
job.  The  leaders,  officers,  and  members  of 
the  church  join  heartily  with  the  new  pastor 
in  the  g^eat  task,  and  with  outstretched  arms 
bid  him  go  forward.  Already  great  thinn 
have  been  planned,  and  great  accomplish¬ 
ments  must  be  ours. — W.  D.  Kirkpatrick, 
Reporter. 

Florentine,  Texat. — St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  We  wish  to  thank  the 
members  and  friends  tor  rallying  so  faith¬ 
fully  in  the  showering  of  our  new  pastor  with 
a  pound  party,  which  was  a  great  success. 
We  pray  that  God’s  blessing  will  remain  with 
them  and  hope  they  will  come  again.  On 
Sunday  morning  our  new  pastor,  the  Rev. 
H.  O.  McCutchin,  preached  a  soul-stirring 
sermon  on  “Love,”  and  Sunday  night 
preached  on  “Prayer.”  We  are  very  proud 
of  our  pastor  and  his  wife,  and  trust  we  wiU 
have  a  successful  year.  Collection  amounted 
to  $9.26.  The  le^er  of  class  No.  2,  Mrs. 
Ida  Harris,  was  honored  with  a  beautiful 
gold  pin  for  raising  the  highest  amount  of 
the  three  classes.  We  hope  she  will  continue 
work  and  wear  the  pin.  Our  motto  is,  “Look 
Up  and  I,ift  Up.”— Mrs.  MUlie  Walker,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Little  Roek,  Ark. — Duncan  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  entertained  their  new 
pastor  and  his  wife,  Tuesday  ni^t,  January 

4.  A  grand  social  was  given  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  of  the  community.  A  nice 
paper  was  read  in  their  behalf  by  Miss 
Frankie  Smith,  secretary  of  the  Sunday 
school;  response  by  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Green, 
of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Song  and  prayer  were  offered  by  Mrs.  P.  B. 
Clark,  the  leader,  and  her  mother,  Mrs.  BUsa 
Cobb.  The  entertainment  was  g^ven  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  P.  B.  Clark.  The  members  of 
the  club  are:  Mrs.  £.  Cobb,  Mrs.  N.  Scoggin, 

5.  McDaniel,  Misses  L.  Fuller,  E.  Wilbon, 
E.  Grubbs,  Frankie  Smith,  A.  Brown,  Messrs. 
R.  Whitfield,  L.  Neal,  W.  Saxton,  J.  Qark. 
Remarks  were  made  by  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
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C.  H.  Brooks  and  Mrs.  Clark. — Miss  A. 
Brown,  Reporter. 

Clifton,  Tenn. — James  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Chnrch:  We  are  highly  pleased  to  have 
the  Rev.  S.  M.  Carmichael  for  our  pastor  this 
year.  We  feel  that  great  good  wm  be  done 
for  our  church  and  community  under  his 
leadership.  The  Ladies’  Aid  met  at  Mrs. 
Corena  Biffel’s  home.  A  very  interesting 
meeting  was  held.  The  secretary’s  report 
showed  that  we  have  a  nice  sum  of  money 
on  band.  Collection  for  this  meeting  was 
$l  .90.  Our  pastor  was  present  and  gave  a 
very  interesting  lecture  on  “Women’s  Work 
in  the  Church  and  State.’’  After  several 
songs  and  papers,  a  two-course  menu  was 
served.  The  next  meeting  is  to  be  held  on 
the  West  Side  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  A. 
L.  Catha.  Our  pastor  is  anxious  for  us  to 
know  about  Waveland  and  the  World  Serv¬ 
ice.  We  are  learning  more  about  our  great 
church,  and  will  co-operate  with  its  pro¬ 
gram. — Ine*  Gordon,  Reporter. 

Marietta,  Ohio — ^The  John  Stewart  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev. 
R.  Hushes,  pastor:  On  December  20,  1926,  a 
musical  program  and  Christmas  tree  was 
given,  under  the  auspices  of  Mrs.  Blanche 
Hawk.  The  program  consisted  of  Christmas 
carols  and  readings,  violin  and  piano  solos, 
duets,  trios,  and  quartets.  Lunch  was  served 
in  the  church  panor;  $17  was  taken  in.  At 
the  close  of  the  program  “The  Thank  You” 
cards  which  were  given  out  by  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Hughes  were  taken  in  as  follows;  Mrs. 
Lonnie  Carter,  $17;  Mrs.  Thos.  Carter,  $12.40; 
Mrs.  M:  J.  Hughes,  $12.10;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
David  Justice,  $14;  Mrs.  Chas.  Jackson  and 
Blanche  Haw^  $6  each;  Miss  Kathrine  Hill, 
$4;  Edna  Hawk,  $2;  Mr.  Lonnie  Carter,  $2. 
The  following  gave  $1  each:  Marjorie  and 
William  Curtis,  Mrs.  Gladys  Curtis,  Mrs. 
Grace  Dunbar,  Carrie  Jones,  Mattie  Johnson, 
Frank  Johnson,  Chas.  Jackson,  Mr.  Wm. 
Curtis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Munts,  Mrs.  Philip 
Keys,  Miss  Nina  Poindexter;  Mr.  W.  E. 
Anderson,  $1.20;  $15A0  from  friends; 

amount  taken  in  on  cards  was  $102.40;  whole 
amount  for  the  evening,  $119.40. — Reporter. 

Valley  Mills,  Teaios.— Valley  Mills  wit¬ 
nessed  love’s  sacred  wedding,  Friday  night, 
January  7,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Delia  Odie, 
solemnized  by  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Foy,  also  a 
resident  of  Valley  MUls.  The  Rev.  T.  J.  D. 
Simms  and  famUy  were  the  groom,  and  West 
Point  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  bride. 
Members,  also  members  of  the  Baptist  and 
Presbyterian  churches,  and  many  others 
joined  in  the  movement,  led  by  Sisters  I.  L. 
Foy  and  Delia  Odie,  after  the  close  of  a 
spiritual  class  meeting,  at  which  about  thirty 
persons  were  in  attendance.  While  pastor 
and  wife  were  sitting  around  the  fire  talking 
about  the  meeting,  the  stillness  was  broken 
by  singing,  “Just  Think  of  His  Goodness  to 
You.”  A  large  crowd  marched  in.  After 
prayer,  the  Rev.  Foy  presented  to  our  newly 
appointed  pastor  and  family  about  sixty 
pounds  of  choice  groceries  and  a  neat  sum 
of  money,  which  he  received  witli  words  of 
appreciation  and  thanks.  We  are  indeed 
proud  of  our  new  pastor.  He  comes  with  a 
program  which  promises  this  to  be  a  banner 
year  at  this  place.  Watch'  for  a  parsonage 
at  once.  The  pastor  is  happy,  and  so  are  we. 
The  pastor’s  new  address  is  P.  O.  Box  291, 
Valley  Mills,  Texas. — Mrs.  Amos  Sadler, 
Reporter. 

Quitman,  Texas. — While  the  pastor  was 
away  on  watch  night,  a  storm  party  of  four 
cars  came  ten  miles  from  Quitman  to  Mine- 
ola,  led  by  Mrs.  Mattie  Clark,  Mrs.  P.  Camp¬ 
bell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ardle  McKnight,  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Grant,  Mrs.  Willie  Johnson,  Mrs. 
Mary  J.  McKnight,  Mrs.  Minnie  McGee,  Mrs. 
Emma  Thompson,  Mrs.  Sudic  Franklin,  Mrs. 
Emma  Brown,  Mrs.  Sam  Burley,  Mr.  Tom 
Clark,  Mrs.  Eliza  Jones,  Mrs.  Ruby  Camp¬ 
bell,  Mrs.  Laura  Johnson,  and  Prof.  W.  B. 
Clark.  These  eame  in  singing,  “Let  the 
Spirit  Lead  Me.”  It  led  them  through  the 
hall  into  the  dining  room,  where  they  laid  on 
the  table  many  pounds  of  select  groceries, 
also  a  cash  purse.  The  presentation  speech 
was  made  by  Mrs.  Mattie  Clark;  response  by 
Mrs.  A.  Hillary,  who  said  many  good  things, 
but  had  not  the  words  to  express  her  grati¬ 


tude  to  them.  Mrs.  Annie  Swift,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  of  Brock  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Quitman,  Tex., 
presented  to  the  pastor.  Rev.  R.  Hillary,  a 
couple  of  nice  shirts.  The  pastor  extended 
hearty  thanks.  All  of  these  are  our  people 
of  Brock’s  Chapel,  Quitman.  They  are  among 
the  best  people  in  Wood  County.  AVc  pray 
that  these  blessings  will  continue,  and  pray 
God’s  blessings  upon  you  all.  Call  again. — 
Mrs.  A.  Hillary,  Reporter. 

Madison,  Ind. — The  latter  part  of  August, 
1926,  the  Rev.  J.  T*  Leggett  was  sent  to  us 
by  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair  to  fill  out  the  unex¬ 
pired  term  of  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Harris,  who 
was  transferred  to  the  Bloomington  charge 
on  account  of  ill-health.  We  are  pleased  to 
say  that  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 
Leggett  our  church  work  is  moving  on  with¬ 
out  a  hitch.  Our  Sunday  school,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Speaks,  is 
doing  fine  work.  The  Woman’s  Foreign  and 
Home  Missionary  Societies  are  doing  wonder¬ 
fully  weU,  so  that  now  all  the  departments 
of  our  church  are  in  good  working  order. 
With  the  help  of  our  pastor  and  his  good 


District 

District  Rounds 

DICKSON  DISTRICT 
Second  Bound — Lexington,  January  29,  30; 
Paris,  February  6,  6;  Mansfield,  12,  13; 
Dover,  16,  16;  Dickson,  19,  20;  Cumberland 
Furnace,  26,  27;  Springfield  Ct.,  March  6,  6; 
Sprinj^eld,  6,  7;  Lewisburg  and  Petersburg, 
12,  13;  Farmington,  16,  17;  Shelbyville,  19, 
20;  Shelbyville  Ct.,  20,  21;  Columbia,  26,  27; 
Spring  Hill,  April  2,  3;  Franklin,  6. — J.  O. 
Dixon,  District  Superintendent. 

MEMPHIS  DISTRICT 
Second  «o«nd— Yorkville,  February  8,  9; 
Mason,  12,  13;  Galloway,  27;  Caplesville, 
March  6;  Lucy,  6,  7;  Alamo,  13,  14;  Hudson 
and  Mays,  12,  13;  Dyersburg,  20,  21;  Fowlks, 
20;  Centenary,  April  3,  4;  Martin,  10,  11; 
Kenton  and  Sheron,  17,  18;  Warren  Chapel, 
28,  24;  Selmer,  May  1,  2;  Mt.  Pleasant,  7,  8; 
Pierce  Mission,  16,  17. 

Dear  Brethren;  The  holidays  are  over,  so 
let  us  raise  as  much  of  our  money  for  Walden 
as  possible  by  the  first  Sunday  in  February 
and  report  to  Dean  Sutton,  Walden  College, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  or  W.  B.  Crenshaw,  663 
Alston  Ave.,  Memphis,  Tenn.  Please  secure 
on  this  round  at  least  two  new  subscribers 
to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate,  and 
let  us  strive  to  raise  our  full  quota  for  World 
Service  by  Easter.  I  hope  you  have  raised 
your  money  for  Gulfside  by  this  time. 
Please  do  your  best  for  all  causes.  I  am 
praying  for  the  same  and  am  ready  to  help 
in  any  way  I  can. — W.  B.  Crenshaw,  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent. 

OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT 
Second  Bound — Tulsa,  J  anuary  30,  31 ; 
Pawhuska,  February  1;  Pawnee,  2;  Cleve¬ 
land,  3;  Terlton,  4;  Muskogee,  6,  7;  Wewoka- 
Lima,  13,  14;  Seminole-Shawnee,  17,  18;  Okla¬ 
homa  City-Quale,  20,  21;  Clair,  20  (after¬ 
noon);  Guthrie,  23;  Langston,  24;  Meridian 
Ct.,  2S;  Wellston  Ct.,  27,  28;  Altus,  March 
6,  7;  Anadarko,  9,  10;  Chickasha,  11-18;  Pur¬ 
cell,  13  (evening);  Wynnewood  Ct.,  27,  28; 
Ardmore,  30,  31;  Tolbert,  April  1;  Grant,  8; 
Hugo,  3  (evening);  McAlester,  8-10;  Eu- 
faula,  10  (evening),  11;  Elliott  and  Big 
Creek,  13,  14. 

Spring  coming,  when  everyone  wants  a 
clean,  beautiful  home.  So  must  the  Lord’s 
house  be,  therefore  let  us  go  to  the  task,  some 
building,  renovating,  remodeling,  painting, 
whitewashing,  yard  cleaning,  and  flower 
planting,  both  for  church  and  parsonage. 
Will  be  at  Boley,  last  of  June  or  first  of  July. 
Plans  are  being  made  to  bring  some  of  the 
best  Christian  characters  of  the  country  to 
Boley  for  our  program.  Pastors  and  a  full 
delegation  are  expected  from  every  charge. 
Raise  your  money  and  charter  your  Henry 
for  Boley  now.  Let  each  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  plan  to  follow  your  pastor  into  a  great 


wife  who,  until  recently,  was  Conference  cor¬ 
responding  secretary  of  The  Woman’s  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Lexington 
Conference  for  eight  years,  but  who  was  comj 
peUed,  on  account  of  ill-health,  to  resign  thal 
work,  we  hope  to  give  a  good  account  of  our 
stewardship.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  an¬ 
nounce  that  Sister  Leggett  has  almost  entirely 
recovered  her  health  and  is  able  to  greatly 
assist  us  in  our  work.  Our  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  Rev.  S.  H.  Sweeney,  was  with 
us  on  January  2  and  3  to  hold  the  third 
Quarterly  Conference.  On  Sunday  he  preached 
a  soul-stirring  sermon  and  administered  the 
sacrament.  In  the  afternoon  he  gave  us  a 
very  instructive  talk  on  the  “Youth  of  To¬ 
day,”  which  was  greatly  appreciated  by  all, 
Our  pastor  preached  an  inspiring  ser¬ 
mon,  much  to  the  delight  of  all,  at  7.80  P.  M. 
Our  superintendent  was  paid  in  full,  our  pas¬ 
tor  not  forgotten,  and  all  other  causes  looked 
after.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Shelton  enter¬ 
tained  at  dinner  on  January  8  in  honor  ol 
our  superintendent,  pastor,  and  family.  The 
other  guests  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anthoijy 
Preston.  The  request  was  bounteous  and  en¬ 
joyed  by  all. — Reporter. 


Activities 

spiritual  awakening  in  each  church  this  year 
The  mission  of  the  church  is  to  save;  w: 
must  not  lose  it.  In  the  district  stewards 
meeting  and  pastors’  council  it  was  votei 
that  we  should  buy  smd  own  a  hpme,  to  b( 
known  as  the  district  parsonaM,  and  the  flftl 
Sunday  in  January  ask  the  district  to  rais' 
the  first  payment.  Every  church  in  the  dis 
trict  doing  its  best  Plan:  Every  adult  mem 
ber  giving  one  dollar  and  up;  100  person 
asked  to  give  ten  dollars  each.  Drive  over 
house  bought.  The  cut  and  the  names  o 
all  who  gave  one  dollar  and  more  will  b 
sent  to  the  Southwestern  for  publication, 
know  you  will  be  in  it  Muskogee,  Bolej 
Oklahoma  City,  and  Guthrie  want  this  home 
Who  shall  have  it?  Answer:  The  Oklahom 
District  is  again  divided  into  the  Muskoge 
and  Guthrie;  the  one  raising  the  largest  sur 
the  fifth  Sunday,  the  home  will  be  placei 
within  its  bounds.  Who  shall  have  it?  Mone 
talks.  Let  us  make  of  this  district  wha 
Bishop  Clair  would  have  it  be,  and  repot 
same  to  him  at  Ardmore  next  fall.  It  i 
very  gratifying  to  note  that  most  of  th 
charges  have  adopted  plans  to  raise  thei 
World  Service  money,  and  are  succeeding 
Eufaulu  leads  in  vouchers.  Slogan:  A 
money  raised,  if  only  a  dollar,  in  the  Chicag 
office  before  the  10th  of  each  month.  Dif 
trict  slogan:  Forgetting  the  past,  and  flxin 
our  eyes  on  the  goal,  we  scramble  to  gt 
it. — J.  H.  Ellis.  District  Superintendent. 

PALESTINE  DISTRICT 
Secoml  Round — Bryan  Station,  Februar 
4-6;  Bryan  circuit,  5,  6;  Hearne,  11-13;  Su' 
ton,  12,  13;  East  Calvert,  19,  20;  Thorntoi 
21;  Teague,  26,  27;  East  Mexia,  26,  2' 
Normangee,  March  6,  6;  Jewett,  6,  6;  Betl 
lehem,  11;  Fairfield,  12,  13;  Strectman,  1 
13;  Tyler,  19,  20;  Oakwood,  26,  27;  Palestir 
circuit,  26,  27;  Jacksonville,  April  2,  3;  Leon 
9,  10;  Palestine  Station,  15-17;  Buffalo,  23,  2 
Dear  Pastors:  This  round  brings  us  n 
to  Easter.  I  am  .sure  that  each  of  you  ai 
planning  to  raise  your  entire  World  Servi( 
quota  on  or  before  Easter  morning.  Y( 
are  aware  that  we  promised  Bishop  Jon; 
at  the  last  Annual  Conference  that  we  won 
bring  the  area  back  to  its  standing.  I  a 
at  your  service. — W.  R.  Robinson,  Dist.  Sup 
Box  40,  Palestine,  Texas. 

ROME  DISTRICT 

First  Bound — Floyd,  January  22,  23;  ta 
rollton,  29,  30;  Summerville,  February  5, 
Cedartown,  February  12,  13;  Cohutta,  19,  2 
Rome,  First  Church,  26,  27;  Bremen,  Mar 
6,  6;  South  Rome,  12,  13;  Adalrsvllle,  19,  2 
Franklin,  26,  27;  Cartersville,  April  2, 
The  pastors  and  district  stewards  will  co 
vene  at  AustelU  Ga.,  February  8,  at  11.  A.  ’ 
Let  every  member  be  present. 

Dear  Brethren:  We  have  closed  1926  wi 
some  improvements,  but  there  was  a  den( 
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in  our  World  Service.  I  beg  you  in  the  name 
of  Christ  to  bring  up  the  arrears.  Make  a 
eport  every  month  to  Dr.  O.  W.  Anman, 
^asurer,  740  Rnsh  Street,  Chicago,  IlL  Or- 
;uiiBe  every  department;  collect  weekly, 
egin  now;  work  and  pray.  Easter,  AprU 
17,  is  World  Service  rally  day.  Let  every 
charge  report  a  one  hundred  per  cent  of  their 
apportionment.  Put  the  Southwestern  in 
every  home.  I  am,  your  servant,  R.  T.  Jack- 
son,  26  Calhoun  Street,  Newnan,  Ga. 


WAYCROSS  DISTRICT 

Second  Round— BamesvUle,  February  12, 
13;  Liberty  Hill,  19,  20;  Macon  Station,  26- 
27;  Forsyth,  March  6,  6;  Wayoross  Station, 
11-13;  Waycross  Circuit,  19,  20;  Blackshear, 
26-27;  Patterson,  April  2,  8;  Eastman,  9,  10; 
Cordele,  16,  17;  Folkston,  23,  24;  Bainbridge 
and  Faceville,  29  to  May  1;  Valdost^  6-8. 

Dear  Brethren:  We  are  beginning  the 
second  quarter.  The  Conference  year  is  well 
on  its  way.  Many  thinw  are  expected  of  us 
in  the  name  of  our  Christ.  Make  your  bud¬ 
get,  canvass  every  member,  and  have  your 
World  Service  money  sent  to  Dr.  Owen  A. 
Auman,  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  Ill.,  once 
a  month.  Make  Lincoln  and  Easter  dap 
record  breakers.  Don’t  forget  the  South¬ 
western,  Clark  University,  Episcopal  Fund, 
Conference  claim,  and  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  expenses.  Our  slogan:  “A  Hundred  Per 
Cent  Efficiency.”  Wishing  you  every  success 
with  your  work. — W.  H.  Odum,  District  Su¬ 
perintendent,  407  Blackwell  Street,  Waycross, 
jpeorgia. 

Quarterly  Conferences 


ANGIE,  LA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
with  the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  M.  R. 
Walker,  in  the  chair.  TheConference  was  called 
to  order  at  4  P.  M.  All  officers  were  present 
with  written  reports.  The  Rev.  Walker  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  the  business  of  the  Conference 
in  a  masterly  way,  and  the  work  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  showed  an  increase  along  all  lines, 
under  the  great  leadership  of  the  Rev.  S.  C. 
Williams,  our  new  pastor,  who  is  a  great 
preacher  and  leader.  We  are  proud  of  him, 
and  thank  the  bishop  and  the  Conference  for 
sending  us  this  man  of  God.  On  Sunday,  at 
11  A.  M.,  the  Rev.  M.  R.  Walker  preached 
the  quarterly  sermon  from  the  subject,  “Hang 
Out  Your  Sign.”  It  was  a  great  message  to 
all.  We  raised  in  this  quarter  $88,  and  the 
superintendent  was  paid  in  full;  the  sum  of 
$10  was  paid  to  the  pastor,  and  other  busi¬ 
ness  matters  were  looked  after.  The  Con¬ 
ference  closed  in  g^od  shape. — S.  L.  Brown, 
Reporter. 

COVINGTON,  GA. 

k  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  Our 
prst  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  Decem¬ 
ber  31  to  January  2,  with  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  presiding.  He  was  at  his  best 
and  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon.  We 
raised  during  the  quarter,  ^1.  Under  the 
leadership  of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Swain,  our  membership  has  taken  on  new 
life. — Miss  A.  L.  Fleming,  Reporter. 


CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MISS. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Crystal  Springs  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  November,  1926,  with  the  Rev.  G.  W. 
Smith,  district  superintendent,  in  the  chair. 
After  devotional  exercises,  the  Conference 
was  opened  for  business.  Officers  were  pres¬ 
ent  with  nice  reports.  On  the  following  Sun¬ 
day  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Smith  preached  an  able 
sermon.  We  are  proud  to  say  that  we  have 
paid  our  district  superintendent  in  full,  and 
have  paid  all  current  expenses  of  our  church 
up  to  date.  There  only  remains  the  church 
debt.  Our  church  has  accomplished  a  great 
work  this  year. — Rev.  Price,  Pastor;  M.  E. 
Washington,  Reporter. 

LEWISBURG,  TENN. 
^Lewisburg  and  Petersburg  Charge:  The 
wst  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  at  Lewis- 
burg,  January  1,  1927,  with  District  Super¬ 
intendent  J.  O.  Dixon  present.  We  had  an 
exceedingly  good  quarter  for  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  The  district  superintendent 
preached  a  most  able  sermon  on  Sunday.  His 


text  was,  “We  are  the  salt  of  the  earth.” 
Everyone  was  made  to  rejoice.  The  amount 
raised  was  982A0;  paid  district  superintend¬ 
ent  in  fulL — Rev.  B.  J.  Hudson,  Pastor; 
Paulyn  Davidson,  Reporter. 

MERIDIAN,  MISS. 

Our  fourth  and  last  Quarterly  Conference 
was  held  January  2  and  8  in  St.  Paul  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Rev.  D.  L.  Mor¬ 
gan,  our  efficient  district  superintendent,  was 
on  time  and  dispatched  the  business  of  the 
Conference  in  a  creditable  manner.  He  spoke 
highly  of  the  fine  condition  of  the  work  and 
the  progress  the  church  was  making.  Dr. 
Morgan  was  at  his  best  on  Sunday.  He 
preached  two  fine  sermons.  A  large  number 
partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Raised  during 
the  Quarterly  Conference,  $120.86;  paid  the 
district  superintendent  in  full  for  the  year. 
The  Rev.  A.  L.  Bohannon,  our  pastor  from 
Rose  HUl  Church,  was  a  welcome  visitor  to 
the  Conference  and  made  some  complimen¬ 
tary  remarks  on  the  program  of  St.  Paul 
Church  and  its  achievements.  We  are  al¬ 
ways  glad  to  have  visitors.  Come  again.  St. 
Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  some 
fine  workers  who  believe  in  helping  the  pas¬ 
tor  to  succeed  along  all  lines,  l^e  church 
is  going  forward  in  the  Lord’s  name.  One 
new  subscriber  was  secured  for  the  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate. — Reporter. 

STURGEON,  MO. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Wesley  Chapel,  January  6,  the  district 
superintendent.  Rev.  C.  S.  Webster,  presid¬ 
ing.  The  reports  showed  a  slight  advance 
in  most  respects.  The  superintendent  de¬ 
livered  a  powerful  message  from  the  Deca¬ 
logue,  which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Total 
raised  during  the  Quarterly  Conference,  $30. 
Our  World  Service  giving ,  has  already  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  of  last  year,  and  shall  continue  to 
increase,  as  we  recognize  the  fact  that  our 
Christian  obligations  are  universal  and  pro¬ 
vincial.  Our  slogan  is,  “As  much  for  others 
as  for  ourselves.”  Our  church  has  no  place 
in  its  program  for  township  Christians,  and 
when  such  Christians  are  either  eliminated 
from  our  membership  rolls  everywhere,  or 
transformed  into  good  stewards  of  the  Lord’s 
money  by  dividing  the  benevolent  dollar  on 
the  fifty  basis,  then  the  gospel  message  will 
spread  from  Jerusalem  to  the  uttermost  parts 
of  the  earth.— James  McKnight,  Pastor. 

WEST  POINT,  GA. 

Our, first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Whitesville,  Rose  Chapel#  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Saturday,  January  8,  1927. 
The  Conference  was  held  by  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Maddux,  district  superintendent.  At  11.30 
A.  M.  the  service  was  opened  by  the  pastor. 
Rev.  J.  S.  Shuman,  after  which  the  Rev. 
Maddux  preached  from  the  text,  “Launch  out 
into  the  deep,  and  let  down  your  nets  for 
a  draught,”  Luke  6.  4.  After  the,  service  the 
good  sisters  of  Whitesville  prepared  a  most 
excellent  dinner,  and  everyone  was  served. 
At  2.30  P.  M.  the  Conference  was  called  to 
order  by  the  pastor.  All  members  of  the 
Conference  were  present,  and  many  members 
from  sister  churches  attended,  ft  was  the 
best  Conference  we  have  witnessed  at  this 
place.  The  Rev.  Maddux  preached  an  in¬ 
spiring  sermon  on  Sunday  from  the  subject, 
“Be  Strong.”  The  superintendent  was  paid 
in  full,  $32.50;  total  collection,  $39;  through 
the  Sunday  school,  $1  for  World  Service  and 
$5.60  for  the  pastor.  We  are  proud  of  our 
pastor. — J.  A.  Knight,  Reporter. 

Obituaries 

ALLEN — Sister  Mary  Allen,  a  member  of 
St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Clarksville,  Texas,  was  born  April  14,  1894, 
and  died  December  30,  1926,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-two  years.  She  joined  the  church  un¬ 
der  the  Rev.  Aaron  Taylor  nineteen  '  years 
ago,  and  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life  un¬ 
til  the  end.  She  is  survived  by  father,  mother, 
four  sisters,  three  brothers,  and  a  host  of 
friends.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  J.  E.  Beal. — Reporter. 

BOGAN— Brother  Walter  Willis  Bogun,  a 
member  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 


Church,  was  bom  Aufust  28,  1868;  married 
Amanda  Lee  on  November  2,  1876;  and  died 
December  22,  1926,  after  ten  months*  lllneaa. 
He  joined  St.  Pa^  unden  the  pastorate  of 
the  Rev.  R.  R.  Roberts.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three  years.  He  was  the  father  of 
ten  children,  three  of  whom  preceded  him  to 
the  grave,  and  tbere  are  left  to  mourn  his 
passing  a  loving  wife,  seven  children,  two 
sisters,  one  bro&er,  and  a  host  of  friends. 
The  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Fair 
Ground  Cemetery  by  the  F.  &  A.  M.  The 
following  ministers  spoke  on  his  life  and  serv¬ 
ice:  Revs.  Harris,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  this 
city;  E.  D.  Hobbs  and  E.  B.  Hocler,  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  funeral 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
J.  E.  Beal. — Reporter. 

BOLDEN — Mrs.  E.  L.  Bolden,  wife  of  the 
late  Braxton  Holden,  departed  this  life  on 
Friday  evening,  December  10,  1926,  at  New 
Orleans.  She  was  an  active  member  of  Haven 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  thirty 
years,  and  was  superintendent  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  for  twenty-eight  years.  She  was 
a  good  church  worker,  and  left  the  Sunday 
school  on  a  fine  working  basis.  Her  funeral 
was  largely  attended  by  relatives  and  friends. 
The  following  persons  spoke:  On  her  work  as 
a  Sunday-school  worker,  F.  C.  Brown;  her 
church  life,  G.  W.  Forrest;  remarks  by  the 
pastor  of  St.  Paul  African  Methodist  Bpis- 
copid  Church;  sermon  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Jen¬ 
son;  solo  by  Mrs.  A.  C.  Simms;  resolutions 
by  Miss  T.  E.  Scott. — F.  C.  Brown,  Reporter. 

MEEKINS — Mrs  Virginia  Meekins,  one  of 
the  faithful  members  of  St.  George  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Maxton,  N.  C., 
passed  in  full  triumph  of  faith  to  her  eternal 
reward  on  December  4,  1926,  at  about  9 
P.  M.  She  was  a  splendid  woman  and 
mother,  and  leaves  a  devoted  husband,  one 
son,  the  Rev.  Jasper  Meekins,  a  member 
of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  and  also 
a  member  of  the  class  of  ’26,  Gammon  The¬ 
ological  Seminary,  and  now  pastor  at  Forest 
City,  N.  C.;  one  daughter,  and  four  grand¬ 
children  to  mourn  their  loss.  The  funeral 
services  were  held  at  St.  George  Church,  the 
Rev.  James  C.  Rush,  pastor,  officiating. 
Several  ministers  of  the  city  took  part  in 
the  funeral  services.  The  Rev.  R.  I.  Bethea, 
the  ex-pastor,  gave  the  main  eulogy.  The 
Royal  Knights  of  King  David,  of  which  she 
was  a  member,  turned  out  in  full.  The  floral 
offerings  were  beautiful. — Reporter. 

WEST— Miss  Onie  Bell  West,  of  Sikeston, 
Mo.,  was  born  January  23,  1907,  at  Meridian, 
Miss.,  and  died  January  3,  1927.  She  con¬ 
fessed  a  hope  in  Christ  in  1919,  and  joined 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Tanner,  Mo. 
She  leaves  a  mother  and  a  host  of  friends 
to  mourn  their  loss.  She  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Sikeston  Cemetery.  The  Rev.  E.  M. 
Madden  conducted  the  funeral  services. — 
Reporter. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

The  Rev.  Chas.  Anderson  wishes  to  thank 
the  Stewardess  Board  and  other  members  of 
St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mon¬ 
roe,  for  a  nice  suit  of  clothes  to  attend  the 
Annual  Conference.  We  thank  the  King’s 
Daughters  for  a  purse  of  $6  presented  to 
the  pastor  as  a  token  of  their  appreciation. 
The  presentation  speech  was  made  by  Mrs. 
Lula  Charleston.  May  the  Lord  bless  these 
good  people. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
and  friends  of  Hart  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  for  the  recent  storm  which 
visited  the  parsonage  and  brought  money  and 
groceries  for  the  pastor  and  family.  The 
storm  was  led  by  Mrs.  L.  B.  Davis,  Bro. 
W.  S.  Smith,  Spencer  Rodgers,  Mrs.  Ida 
Henderson,  Ida  White,  R.  L.  Leonard,  J. 
S.  Smith,  W.  C.  Bracy,  M.  Bracy,  Sister 
Fordesson.  Come  again. — M.  Majors,  Pas¬ 
tor,  Smithville,  Texas. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Wheaton  wish 
to  thank  their  friends  of  Hattiesburg,  Miss., 
for  their  sincere  kindness  during  the  Christ¬ 
mas  holidays.  Mrs.  L.  J.  Hall,  president  of 
the  Ladies’  Aid,  presented  the  pastor  a  fine 
turkey  for  their  Christmas  dinner,  at  which 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Holmes  and  Randolph  Fairley, 
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of  Bay  St  Louis,  Miss^  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Wlieaton,  were  raests  of  honor.  We  received 
invitations  to  dine  from  the  following:  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  F.  Dudley,  Mrs.  Polly 
Dean,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Ward,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Wilson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  T.  Web¬ 
ster,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan  Brown,  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Smith.  Mrs.  Holmes  had 
the  privilege  of  motoring  over  the  city 
through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Smith.  TTiey  received  many  lovely  gifts,  for 
which  they  are  very  thankful. — Mrs.  J.  O. 
Wheaton. 

The  pastbr.  Rev.  J.  H.  Johnson,  and  fam¬ 
ily,  take  this  method  of  enressing  their 
thanks  to  the  members  and  friends  of  As- 
bury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Loreley, 
Md.,  who  on  December  26  gave  them  a  very 
generous  *‘pounding,”  consisting  of  more  than 
800  pounds  of  choice  groceries  and  a  purse 
of  cash.  The  following  named  persons  con¬ 
tributed,  making  it  possible:  Mrs.  Carrie 
Shepherd,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Esau  M.  Gwynn,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wm.  Mason,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moses 
Boone,  Mr.  Carvel,  Russel  Myers,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chas.  Casterlow,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac 
Williams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  W.  Clark,  Miss 
Fannie  and  Lewis  Gwynn,  Jr.,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Hartman,  Mr.  Jno.  S.  N.  and  Geo.  B.  Gwynn, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jos.  Couplin,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lewis  Gwynn,  Sr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernest 
Couplin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Beard,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Couplin,  Rev.  Wm.  Smith, 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Harris,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Brown,  Mrs.  Mary  Hopkins,  Mr.  Raymond 
and  Herbert  Brown,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  H. 
Brown,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Williams,  Miss 
Malinda  Mason.  The  cash  purse  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mrs.  Annie  Clark  and  Mrs.  C. 
Cooper,  Ladies’  Aid  presidents  at  Asbury  and 
Sharp  Street  Churches,  Chase  charge.  May 
the  Master’s  blessings  remain  with  all  these 
good  people.  Do  this  as  often  as  you  wUI; 
you’re  welcome. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  John¬ 
son,  Box  26,  Chase,  Md. 

We  were  very  greatly  surprised  when  we 
heard  singing  at  our  window,  “God  Will 
Take  Care  of  You.’’  It  was  on  Friday  night, 
about  8.46,  when  the  storm  struck  the  par¬ 
sonage  at  Decatur,  Kings  Memorial  Church. 
A  large  crowd  of  Christian  men  and  women, 
led  by  Walker  Lipscomb,  class  leader  No.  2, 
and  Bro.  James  Perry,  class  leader  No.  4i. 
Then  another  leader  came  Saturday  night 
with  a  band  of  children  and  added  to  the 
stock  of  very  choice  groceries.  There  were 
about  100  pounds  of  very  choice  groceries. 
Sister  Emma  Johnson,  class  leader  No.  6, 
led  the  Saturday  night  party.  The  follow¬ 
ing  loyal  members  and  friends  contributed: 
Mrs.  Maggie  Boyd,  Jimmie  Johnson,  Cainell 
and  Archie  B.  Lipscomb,  Mrs.  Rosa  Shelly, 
Mrs.  N.  E.  Cashin,  Miss  Celeste  Steels,  Mrs. 
Kattie  Pinkard,  Mr.  H.  L.  Murphy,  Mrs. 
Susie  Perry,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Yore,  Mr.  Steven 
Wynn,  Mr.  Henry  Brown,  Mr.  Calvin  John¬ 
son,  Mrs.  Fannie  Ramey,  Mrs.  Minnie 
Brown,  Mr.  D.  V.  Vaughn,  Mr.  James  Perry, 
Mr.  Irwin  Rogers,  Mrs.  P.  C.  Sykes,  Mrs. 
Ada  Robinson,  Mrs.  L.  Boalware,  Mrs.  Mary 
Jane  Mosley,  Mr.  George  Nelson,  Mrs.  Alice 
Bridgeforth,  Mr.  A.  J.  Jackson,  Mr.  W.  L. 
Rogers,  Mr.  Lipscomb  and  family,  Mrs. 
Cato,  Mr.  Woodson  Swopes,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Sherard,  Mrs.  Gussie  Hill,  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Hunter,  Mr.  Randolph  Young,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Calvin  Johnson  and  family,  Mrs.  Virginia 
Rhone,  Mrs.  Ceylia  Lyles,  Mrs.  Crecy  Allen, 
Mr.  Peter  Mitchell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert 
Ruffin,  Mrs.  Salena  Donald,  Mrs.  Minnie 
Burt,  Mrs.  V.  Mosley  and  family,  Mrs.  L.  D. 
Collins,  Mrs.  Fronnie  Foster,  Mr.  Jesse  Rob¬ 
inson,  and  Mr.  Artus  Boyd.  We  wish  to  ex¬ 
press  our  kindest  appreciation  for  these 
tokens  of  affection.  We  have  never  served 
a  n^e  loyal  and  faithful  people.  The  year 
bids  fair  to  be  better  than  any  year  we  have 
been  here. — James  N.  Wallace,  Pastor. 

Marriages 

BOOKER— ALLEY— On  January  9,  1927, 
Mr.  R.  V.  Booker  and  idiss  Cora  Alley  were 
quietly  married  in  the  parsonage  at  Altair, 
Texas,  ip  the  presence  of  the  bride’s  father 
and  a  few  close  friends.  The  Rev.  D.  F. 
Vance  was  the  officiating  minister. — Mrs.  L. 
B.  Glover,  Reporter. 
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GLOVER— CAMPBELL— On  December  26, 
1926,  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Campbell,  Altair,  Texas,  was  beautifully 
decorated  in  Christmas  style  in  honor  of 
their  many  friends  who  had  come  many  miles 
to  witness  the  marriage  of  their  talented . 
and  admired  daughter.  Miss  Ora  Campbell, 
who  became  the  bride  of  Mr.  R.  C.  Glover. 
The  Rev.  D.  F.  Vance  officiated. — Reporter. 

HOWARD— DORSEY— On  Sunday  evening, 
January  2,  1927,  Miss  Mary  E.  Dorsey  was 
happily  married  to  Mr.  Henry  Howard,  at 
the  home  of  the  bride’s  father,  Mr.  Cammie 
Dorsey,  by  the  Rev.  P.  S.  Olive,  of  Mead- 
ville.  Miss.  The  bride  has  been  a  teacher 
of  Franklin  County  for  about  seven  years, 
and  also  in  the  parish  of  Louisiana.  She  is 
a  member  of  Mt.  Olive  Baptist  Church,  near 
Kirby,  Miss.,  and  the  groom  is  a  member  of 
St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Armstrong  is  pastor. 
The  couple  will  make  their  home  at  the  Mill 
Branch,  near  Meadville,  Miss. — Reporter. 

HUNTER— HUNTER.  Mr.  Smith  Hunter 
and  Mrs.  Anna  D.  Hunter  were  happily  mar¬ 
ried  at  the  bride’s  residence,  Howard  Street, 
Greenwood,  Miss.,  January  7,  1927.  We  wish 
for  them  a  very  happy  and  pleasant  journey 
over  life’s  matrimonial  sea.  The  Rev.  E.  R. 
Miller  officiated. — Reporter. 

LEONARD  —  LAVENDER  —  Mr.  R.  L. 
Leonard  and  Mrs.  F.  L.  Lavender  were 
united  in  holy  wedlock  at  the  residence  of 
the  bride,  Smithville,  Texas,  December  25, 
1926.  A  host  of  friends  and  relatives  were 
present  to  wish  them  happiness.  The  gifts 
filled  the  room,  bearing  mute  but  effective 
testimony  to  the  high  esteem  in  which  they 
are  held  by  their  friends  throughout  the 
country.  The  Rev.  M.  Majors  officiated. — 
Miss  W.  C.  Bracy,  Reporter. 

LINDSAY  — CHEEK  — On  December  26, 
1926,  at  8  P.  M.,  a  large  crowd  was  assem¬ 
bled  in  McRary’s  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Ramseur,  N.  C.,  to  witness 
the  marriage  of  Miss  Nora  Ann  Cheek,  of 
this  place,  to  Mr.  Alexander  Lindsay,  of  Ash- 
boro,  N.  C.  The  ceremony  was  performed 
by  the  Rev.  Robert  McRae,  a  former  pastor 
of  this  place,  now  taking  theology  in  Gam¬ 
mon  Theological  Seminary,  Atlanta,  Ga. — 
Reporter. 

NEALEY  —  NEELEY  —  Mr.  Edward  L. 
Nealey  and  Miss  Alzina  Neeley,  of  Midway, 
Texas,  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  matri¬ 
mony  Sunday,  January  9,  1927.  We  wish 
for  them  long  life  and  happiness.  The  Rev. 
J.  C.  Stripling  officiated. — Reporter. 

RANSON-nJONES— The  Rev.  A.  Ranson 
and  Miss  Ida  L.  Jones,  2619  Jefferson  Street, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  were  united  in  holy  wed¬ 
lock  on  December  7,  1926.  The  Rev.  A.  T. 
Cooper  officiated.  They  will  make  their  home 
in  Dickson,  Tenn.,  where  the  Rev.  Ranson 
is  pastor  of  Bowman  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  A  hearty  welcome  is  extended 
to  them  by  all  the  citizens  of  Dickson. — Gil¬ 
bert  H.  Beck,  Reporter. 

•SPEARS— WATERS— The  Rev.  Cornelius 
Spears  and  Miss  Florence  Waters  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Newman  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
parsonage,  Alexandria,  La.,  Thursday,  Jan¬ 
uary  6,  1927,  at  6.80  P.  M.  They  left  for 
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Monroe,  La.,  at  6.46  P.  M.  on  their  honeyJ 
moon  trip.  The  groom  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  pastors  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  and  the  popular  district  superintendent 
of  the  Monroe  District.  The  bride  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Peck  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  is  one  of 
Peck’s  most  active  members.  The  Rev.  Cor¬ 
nelius  Johnson,  pastor  of  Newman  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  officiated. — Reporter. 


Special  Notices 

The  address  of  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Andrews 
has  been  changed  from  Arthur  City,  Texas, 
to  Marshall,  Texas,  Post  Office  Box  461. 

The  Rev.  A.  D.  Moon  gives  notice  that 
his  address  has  been  changed  from  Hunts¬ 
ville,  Ala.,  Route  6,  Box  92,  to  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  416  Spragin  Street. 


Inquiry 

I  wish  to  inquire  for  my  sister,  whose 
name  is  Susie  Holloway.  Her  father’s  name 
is  Dave  Holloway;  brother,  George  Hollo¬ 
way,  and  sister,  Lizzie  Holloway  Pitts;  borq 
and  reared  at  Waterford,  Miss.  When  last 
heard  of  she  was  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  AnJ 
information  concerning  her  whereabouts  will 
be  gladly  appreciated.  Please  notify  her 
sister,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Pitts,  Box  882,  Pontotoc, 
Miss. 
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may  I  join  the  choir  invisible^ — - 
Of  those  immortal  dead  who  live  again 
In  minds  made  better  by  their  presence:  live 
In  pulses  stirred  to  generosity j 
In  deeds  of  daring  rectitudej  in  scorn 
Of  miserable  aims  that  end  with  self 
In  thoughts  sublime  that  pierce  the  night  like  starsj 
And  with  their  mild  persistence  urge  man's  search 
To  vaster  issues  .  .  .  PAay  I  reach 

That  purest  heaven,  he  to  other  souls 
The  cup  of  strength  in  some  great  agony. 

Enkindle  generous  ardor,  feed  pure  love. 

Beget  the  smiles  that  have  no  cruelty. 

Be  the  sweet  presence  of  a  good  diffused. 

And  in  diffusion  ever  more  intense. 

So  shall  I  join  the  choir  invisible 
Whose  music  is  the  gladness  of  the  world!' 

— From  "^The  Interpreter’s  House,"  by  Charles  Nelson  Pace. 
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Personal  and  General 

— ^Tbe  fdlowlng  cable  was  received  on  Satur¬ 
day,  January  by  the  Board  of  Porein 
Missions  of  the  Metnodlst  Episcopal  Church, 
from  Bishop  L.  J.  Blmey,  of  Shanghai,  China: 
“Klangsi  imsslonaiies  safe.  Kluldang  moth¬ 
ers,  cwdren,  at  Shanghai.  Situation  is  seri¬ 
ous  but  Kiangsi  missionaries  not  in  danger 
immediately.  Missionaries  request  earnest 
prayer  in  this  crisis  that  America  do  not  use 
force,  otherwise  mission  work,  trade,  will  be 
ruined  for  a  long  time.” 

— A  fine  spirit  of  fraternity  and  international 
good  will  was  manifest  in  the  late  session  of 
the  Alabama  Conference^  held  In  the  new 
stone  church  just  completed  at  Birmingham, 
under  the  president  of  Bishop  Thirkidd  at 
the  inspirational  and  preachers^  retreat  hours, 
at  11  A.  M.  and  4  P.  M.  Unusually  strong 
and  helpful  addresses  were  made  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  representative  church  leaders:  Dean 
Mead,  of  Birmingham-Southern  College,  spoke 
on  “The  Wiser  Generation”;  Dr.  Joseph  M. 
Broody,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  on  “Ele¬ 
ments  of  Success  in  the  Protestant  Ministry” ; 
Dr.  J.  E.  Dillard,  a  Baptist,  spoke  on  ‘“The 
Modem  Minister  and  His  Task,”  and  Dr. 
Arthur  J.  Moore,  who  succeeded  the  late  Dr. 
George  R.  Stuart  as  pastor  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Churcht  South,  brought  a  vital 
and  thrilling  message  on  “The  Mind  of  the 
Master.” 

— Beginning  with  the  January  number  of  The 
Church  l^hool  Journal  there  will  appear  a 
very  instructive  and  timely  series  of  editorials 
by  Dr.  Henry  H.  Meyer,  editor  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  church  school  publications. 
These  editorials  bear  the  title,  “What  We  Are 
Teaching  Our  ChUdren  and  Young  People,” 
and  they  explain  fully  the  program  of  re¬ 
ligious  education  authorised  by  the  Committee 
on  Curriculum  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  working  in  collaboration  with  other 
evangdical  churches  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada  through  the  International  Lesson 
Committee,  and  set  forth  in  the  church-school 
literature  of  The  Methodist  Book  Concern. 
This  series  of  statements  will  be  of  real  serv¬ 
ice  to  everyone  engaged  in  any  form  of 
church-school  work.  To  those  who  do  not 
receive  the  Journal,  a  request  addressed  to 
any  of  the  houses  of  The  Methodist  Book 
Concern  will  bring  the  current  unmber  as  a 
free  sample. 

— The  formal  opening  address  of  the  second 
semester  of  Drew  Theological  Seminary,  at 
Madison,  N.  J.,  will  be  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
William  S.  Bovard,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  in  the  sem¬ 
inary  chapel  on  Wednesday,  January  26,  at 
4  P.  M.  Dr.  Bovard,  who  is  now  the  corre¬ 
sponding  secretai^  of  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  will  speak 
on  “An  Educationid  Creed  for  the  Church.” 
The  address  will  be  open  to  the  public.  Sev¬ 
eral  new  courses  have  been  announced  for  the 
second  semester.  Mrs.  John  Newton  Davies, 
B.A.,  instmctor  in  English  Literature,  will 
gfive  an  extension  course  of  lectures  on  “The 
Plays  of  William  Shakespeare.”  The  course 
will  consist  of  lectures  on  the  following  plays: 
“Much  Ado  About  Nothing,”  “Twelfth 
Night,”  “Troilus  and  Cresslda,”  “Othello,” 
“Pertcles,”  “A  Winter’s  Tale,”  and  “Cym- 
beline.”  The  Rev.  Thomas  Smith  Donohugh, 
M.A.,  lecturer  in  Missionary  Efficiency,  will 
give  a  course  on  “Personal  Efficiency.”  A 
seminar  will  be  given  by  the  Rev.  Aubone 
Hoyle,  B.Pd.,  instructor  in  Religious  Educa¬ 
tion,  on  “Practical  Problems  of  Religious  Ed¬ 
ucation.” 


Atlanta  Conference 
Appointments 

ATLANTA  DISTRICT 
J.  W.  Qcaax,  Dut.  Supt. 

Ariel  Bowen,  H.  E.  Burns.  Battle  Hill, 
to  be  supplied.  Central  Avenue,  P.  H.  Travis. 
Edgewood,  to  be  supplied.  Ladd  Street,  W. 
L.  Rawlings.  Rockaale  Park,  T.  H.  Fortson. 
South  Atlanta,  C.  L.  Johnson.  Burns  and 
Powell,  E.  J.  Eight  Grantville,  B.  F.  Bark¬ 
ley.  Hogahsville  and  Corinth,  J.  H.  Bridges. 


Hog^ansviUe  Ct,  J.  H.  Brandon.  Jones  and 
Snuth,  to  be  supplied.  Lutherville  Ct.,  R.  H. 
L.  Eans.  *  Marietta  SUtion,  C.  B.  Holloway. 
Newnan  Station,  Joseph  Griffith.  Newnan 
Ct.,  R.  E.  L.  Beasley. 

GAINESVILLE  DISTRICT 
N.  J.  CioixxT,  DUt.  Supt. 

Athens  and  GillsvlUe,  to  be  supplied.  Buck- 
head,  to  be  supplied.  Buford,  to  be  supplied. 
Centenary  Memorial,  to  be  supplied.  Com¬ 
merce,  S.  B.  Beauford.  Covington,  J.  W. 
Swain.  Duluth,  N.  J.  Ross.  Bast  Atlanta, 
G.  M.  Eight.  Elberton,  J.  M.  Anderson. 
Fort  Street,  W.  B.  Wood.  Gainesville,  J.  W. 
Moore.  Hoscbton  and  Duncans,  to  be  sup¬ 
plied.  Lavonia,  tp  be  supplied.  Lawrence- 
ville,  David  Gray.  Leo,  to  be  supplied.  Ox¬ 
ford,  W.  E.  Ector.  Suwanee,  A.  E.  Allison. 
Union  Grove,  L.  W.  Strickland. 

GRIFFIN  DISTRICT 
D.  H.  Stawtoh,  Diit,  Supt, 

Lithonia,  H.  J.  Gordon.  Brooks  and 
Vaughn,  to  be  supplied.  College  Park,  E.  G. 
Newton.  County  Line  Ct.,  B.  D.  Adams. 
East  Point  and  Hopeville,  M.  M.  Alston. 
Fairburn,  A.  E.  Martin.  Fayetteville  and 
Hartford,  I.  C.  Rucker.  Griffin  Ct.,  E.  H. 
Lee.  Griffin  Station,  P.  L.  Inman.  Hamp¬ 
ton  Ct.,  J.  M.  Daniel.  Jonesboro  and  Red 
Oak,  C.  W.  Adams.  Jones  Ct.,  J.  W.  Bowlin. 
Oak  Hill  Ct.,  J.  T.  Wolfe.  McDonough,  J.  F. 
Dorsey.  Stockbridge  and  Bentley,  W.  M. 
Bailey.  Williamson  Ct.,  W.  M.  Jones.  Crum¬ 
ley,  to  be  supplied. 

ROME  DISTRICT 
R.  T.  Jacksok,  Ditt.  Supt. 

Adairsville  Ct,  F.  A.  Hunt.  Austell,  to  be 
suppli^.  Bremen  Ct,  P.  B.  Gates.  Cave 
Springs  Ct.,  Z.  E.  Gowen.  Cedartown,  Y.  T. 
Frederick.  Carrollton,  W.  M.  Burch.  Car- 
tersville,  W.  C.  Von  Schults.  Douglasville, 
R.  B.  McPherson.  Franklin  Ct.,  to  be  sup¬ 
plied.  Palmetto,  J.  J.  Jones.  Rome,  First 
Church,  J.  W.  Tharpe.  South  Rome  and 
Floyd,  A.  L.  Hayward.  Summerville  and 
Cohutta,  J.  H.  Davis.  Villa  Rica,  J.  C.  Cun¬ 
ningham. 

Special  Appointtnentt. — F.  M.  Gordon,  prin¬ 
cipal  Deaf  and  Mute  School;  member  Cave 
Spring  Quarterly  Conference. 

L.  H.  Eing,  editor  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate;  South  Atlanta  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence. 

J.  P.  Wragg,  agency  secretary  Colored 
Work,  American  Bible  Society;  South  Atlanta 
^arterly  Conference. 

H.  W.  B.  Wilson,  sub-agency  Colored 
Work,  American  Bible  Society;  South  Atlanta 
Quarterly  Conference. 

Obituaries 

BRANTLEY— Mrs.  Henrietta  R.  Brantley 
was  born  at  Rockmount  City,  EdMComb 
'  County,  N.  C.,  in  the  year  1866,  and  died  at 
Thompson,  Texas,  December  26,  1926.  She 
was  a  faithful  and  consistent  Christian,  hav¬ 
ing  joined  the  St.  Matthew  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  under  Dr.  W.  H.  Logan  and 
the  Rev.  A.  E.  Gibbs,  a  number  of  years 
ago.  All  the  pastors  who  have  served  this 
church  \W11  recall  with  joy  the  loyal  support 
Sister  Brantley  rendered  during  their  min¬ 
istry.  Her  consecrated  life  has  wielded  a 
greet  influence  in  her  church  and  community. 
She  was  an  efficient  class  leader.  She  leaves 
to  mourn  her  passing  nine  children,  several 
grandchildren,  three  sisters,  and  a  host  of 
friends.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted 
at  St.  Matthew  Methodist  ^iscopai  Church 
by  the  district  superintendent.  Dr.  J.  S. 
Scott.  Resolutions  flom  Baptist  and  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Churches  were  read  by  Miss 
Lillie  Ross  and  Mrs.  Mlttie  Hill;  obituary  by 
Miss  Beatrice  Jones. — Reporter. 

BRIDGE — Brother  Willie  Bridge,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Mt.  Beulah  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  West  Jackson,  Miss.,  departed  this 
life  December  11,  1026,  at  the  home  of  his 
mother.  He  had  been  ill  for  about  ten 
months.  He  leaves  a  dear  mother,  two 
brothers,  relatives,  and  friends  to  mourn 


their  loss.  The  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  D’Lo,  Miss.  The  Rev.  R.  B. 
Anderson,  pastor,  conducted  the  funeraL — 
Reporter. 

BROWN — Mrs.  Chess  Brown,  wife  of  Tom 
Brown,  was  bom  in  1846,  and  died  Friday 
morning,  November  S,  1926,  at  Aberdeen, 
Miss,  aged  eighty  years.  She  professed  a 
hope  in  Christ '  May  21,  1878,  and  lived  a 
consistent  Christian  life,  serving  as  class 
leader  for  many  years.  Her  life  was  one  of 
service  to  her  family,  church,  and  commu¬ 
nity.  Her  kindheartedness  won  her  many 
friends,  both  young  end  old.  She  will  be 
greatly  missed  in  her  family,  church,  and 
community.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  pass¬ 
ing  two  daughters  and  several  grandchildren. 
The  Rev.  J.  R.  Nevils  conducted  the  funeral 
services. — Mrs.  J.  R.  Nevils,  Reporter. 

CLAYTON — Brother  Pink  Cla^on,  a  loyal 
member  of  Oak  Bowery  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Paulding  circuit  (Mississippi),  for 
the  past  ten  years,  departed  this  life  Novem¬ 
ber  18,  1926,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years. 
He  leaves  a  wife,  four  children,  and  a  host 
of  relatives  and  friends  to  mourn.  The  fu- 
"neral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  T.  A. 
Carter. — Reporter. 

HILL — Once  more  has  death  entered  our 
ranks  at  Bremond,  Texas,  and  ended  the 
eartlily  life  of  our  beloved  sister,  Exie  C. 
Hill.  The  writer  arrived  in  Bremond  De¬ 
cember  16,  1922,  and  found  Sister  Hill  serv¬ 
ing  as  class  leader,  recording  steward,  presi¬ 
dent  of  choir,  teacher  of  senior  class  in 
Sunday  school,  and  after  a  few  months  being 
relieved  from  class  leadership,  she  was 
elected  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school 
and  director  of  religious  education.  Sister 
Hill  was  dutiful  to  whatever  task  assigned 
her,  and  worked  with  such  faith,  patience, 
and  loyalty  that  the  entire  church  looked 
forward  to  her  leadership.  She  was  elected 
delegate  to  the  District  Conference  in  1928, 
and  to  the  Annual  Conference  at  Fort  Worth. 
The  whole  church  loved  her;  the  community 
admired  her.  She  is  survived  by  mother, 
son,  and  other  relatives.  Sister  Hill  died 
November  11,  1926.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  R.  A.  Appling. — Re¬ 
porter. 

ROWBi — Sister  Emily  Rowe,  of  Dadeville, 
Ala.,  passed  from  this  life  December  17,  1926. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  Pleasant  HUl 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  forty  years, 
and  was  always  willing  to  do  her  part  for 
the  church.  She  was  a  class  leader  for 
twenty  years,  a  faithful  Sunday-school 
worker,  president  of  the  Epworth  League, 
and  communion  steward.  We  have  lost  a 
faithful  sister.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her 
passing,  brother,  sister,  and  a  host  of  friends. 
The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor. 
Rev.  J.  H.  Gilder. — Mrs.  C.  L.  Nelson,  Re¬ 
porter. 
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A  Changed  Method— Now  Give 


Methodism  has  at  last  put  the  finger  upon  a 
specific,  not  the  specific,  remedy  for  her  financial 
disability.  But  this  find  came,  as  in  all  cases  of 
illness,  after  an  unobstructed  diagnosis  of  the  case. 

Method  in  administration  of  our  missionary  interests, 
the  bishops  point  out,  has  obstructed  the  free  flow  of 
gifts  to  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  church.  This 
involves  the  method  of  administrative  expense,  the  method 
of  promotion,  the  method  of  collecting  and  spending,  and 
the  method  of  preventing  the  free  designation  of  money 
by  the  donor  with  regular  credit  for  the  same.  This  is 
no  time  for  seeking  to  place  the  blame  upon  anybody  for 
clogging  up  the  church’s  age-old  channel  of  designated 
gifts.  It  very  likely  must  be  found  in  a  steadily  growing 
impersonal  system  which  gained  currency  and  official 
sanction  through  years  of  custom.  Bamacle-like,  it  so 
fastened  itself  upon  the  old  missionary  ship  as  to  well- 
nigh  hold  her  at  dry-docks. 

Now  enheartening  announcement  is  made  throughout 
the  church  that  designated  gifts  are  no  longer  to  be  thus 
disallowed.  These  are  now  sought  eagerly  from  every 
member  of  Methodism.  An  excellent  opportunity  is  af¬ 


forded  in  the  list  of  varied  types  of  projects  listed  by 
the  board  in  the  statement  of  appeal  under  the  inviting 
title,  “The  Twenty  Neediest  Mission  Cases,”  printed 
elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Southwestern.  Every  reader 
of  this  paper  is  sincerely  requested  to  read  and  re-read 
the  article  and  unloose  his  purse-strings  in  support  of 
these  appealing  projects  for  Kingdom  advance. 

An  atmosphere  of  pathos  envelops  the  whole  group 
of  causes  as  we  visualize  the  crushing  need  involved  in 
every  situation  on  the  far-away  horizon  of  mission  lands, 
but  there  is  particular  pathos  and  a  crushing  challenge 
in  the  appeal  for  exploited,  partitioned  Africa.  The 
College  of  West  Africa  is  Liberia’s  lonely  lighthouse 
through  which  Methodism  reflects  the  virtues  and  values 
of  the  Christ  to  the  black,  benighted  mass  of  that  republic. 
Besides  the  Christian  motive,  there  is  the  urge  of  racial 
identification  that  should  bring  upon  that  cause  a  shower 
of  Negro  giving  sufficient  to  put  this  institution  upon  its 
feet.  Reader,  what  will  you  give?  Correspondence  in 
that  direction  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  at  New  York,  or  to  this  office,  will  receive  immediate 
response. 


The  Twenty  Neediest  Mission  Cases 

Minimum  of  $75,000  in  Buildings  Must  Be  Raised  in  1927 
A  Chance  to  “Designate”  $50  to  $5,000 

By  William  W.  Reid 


WITH  the  financial  situation  so  tense  upon  the 
foreign  mission  field  that  the  number  of  mission¬ 
aries  is  being  lessened  in  practically  every  over 
seas  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
(1,239  missionaries  in  December,  1923;  1,141  missionaries 
in  December,  1926),  building  enterprises  have  been  prac 
tically  at  a  standstill  for  several  years.  The  national 
membership  and  constituency  on  foreign  fields  have  in 
many  instances  sacrificed  greatly  in  order  to  erect  build¬ 
ings  absolutely  essential  in  carrying  on  the  enterprises. 

Dr.  John  R.  Edwards,  corresponding  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  in  announcing  the  selection 
of  twenty  of  the  most  urgent  cases  of  need,  says  they 
were  chosen  from  a  long  list  of  enterprises,  many  of  which 
have  been  awaiting  funds  for  number  of  years.  The 
sum  of  $76,000  is  required  during  1927  for  these  par¬ 
ticular  items  in  the' Kingdom-spreading  program  of  Meth¬ 
odism  overseas. 

Dr.  Edwards  is  here  presenting  to  the  constituency 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America  the  mini¬ 
mum  of  building  needs  to  keep  a  going  concern  on  the 
mission  field.  A  check  or  subscription — from  an 
I  individual,  a  church,  a  League,  a  Sunday  school,  or  a 
class— $60,  $100,  $600,  or  $1,000— may  be  designated 
to  go  to  any  one  of  these  enterprises.  The  larger  con¬ 


tributions  may  be  made  as  memorials  to  some  loved  one. 
Moneys  should  be  sent  to,  or  more  detailed  information 
concerning  any  item  may  be  secured  from  Morris  W. 
Ehnes,  treasurer.  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  160  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York.  World  Service  “Specials”  or  “Ap¬ 
portionment”  credit  will  be  given  as  the  donor  desires. 

Wuhu  General  Hospital,  Wuhu,  China,  ($8,000).— 
On  an  annual  budget  of  $14,000,  thirty-five-year-old 
Wuhu  Hospital  treats  more  than  1,000  persons  per  year, 
performs  800  operations,  and  answers  21,000  dispensary 
calls.  It  is  the  only  mission  hospital  for  almost  10,000,000 
people.  In  1923  it  was  destroyed  by  fire;  from  the  black¬ 
ened  brick  an  emergency  hospital  was  erected.  There  is 
still  required  $8,000  from  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
to  complete  the  $140,000  necessary  for  the  new  and  well- 
equipped  building.  This  building  will  be  an  administra¬ 
tive  unit  and  a  unit  for  wards.  For  each  dollar  given 
towards  this  amount  the  China  Medical  Board  will  give 
one  dollar.. 

Union  Theological  Seminary,  Gothenburg,  Sweden 
($1,200).^ — This  is  to  be  a  union  school  to  train  the 
Methodist  ministry  for  Norway,  Sweden,  Finland,  and 
Denmark,  where  the  churches  have  27,000  members  and 
31,000  Sunday-school  pupils,  "and  now  require  no  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  America.  Property  and  buil^ng  improve- 
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meut  costa  total  $50,000,  of  which  $1,200  must  be  pro¬ 
vided  in  1927. 

Union  Book  Store,  Buenoe  Aires,  Argentine  ($2,200). 
— Growing  literacy  and  growing  interest  in  evangelical 
literature  make  great  demand  for  good  reading  matter 
in  the  South  American  republics.  The  little  Methodist 
book  store  on  a  back  street  and  the  printing  plant  in  a 
church  basement  cannot  begin  to  supply  even  Methodist 
needs.  Several  societies  are  uniting  in  a  co-operative  book 
store  in  Buenos  Aires.  Methodist  share  in  this  under¬ 
taking  is  $2,200. 

Neikiang  City  School,  West  China  ($3,000). — ^A  Chi¬ 
nese  Christian  gave  $1,500  worth  of  material  in  1920  to 
build  a  school  for  more  than  100  boys  now  meeting  in  a 
pawnshop.  $3,000  is  needed  to  erect  the  structure. 

Nagpur  High  School,  Central  Provinces,  India 
($1,600). — ^Brahmin  masters  will  not  enroll  Christian 
boys  in  government  high  schools,  so  the  mission  must  have 
its  own  institution  for  Christian  boys.  $1,500  is  required 
this  year  and  $1,500  next  year  to  complete  one  in  Nagpur, 
where  there  are  4,000  Christians.  The  school  will  have 
gardens  and  shops  where  the  boys  can  help  pay  their  way. 

Gifis*  School,  Cochanibamha,  Bolivia  ($2,600). — ^This 
is  a  self-supporting  school  drawing  its  pupils  from  the 
best  families  of  the  country.  Economic  conditions  during 
the  war  forced  the  government  to  withdraw  its  financial 
aid  just  as  new  property  became  necessary.  The  final 
payment  on  the  cost  of  $13,500  is  due  within  the  next 
few  months. 

Strassburg  Methodist  Church,  Alsace-Lorraine  ($1,- 
000). — ^When  Alsace-Lorraine  passed  from  German  to 
French  hands  this  forty-year-old  Methodist  church  found 
itself  in  seripus  financial  condition  resulting  from  the  war 
and  post-war  economic  situation.  The  board  has  pro¬ 
vided  $8,000  towards  the  church’s  property  indebtedness. 
$1,000  in  1927  and  $1,000  in  1928  will  pay  off  the  entire 
amount. 

Robinson  Memorial  Church,  Bombay,  India  ($10,- 
000). — ^A  great  institutional  church,  a  meiporial  to 
Bishop  John  E.  Robinson,  is  being  erected  in  Bombay 
for  three  separate  congregations :  Eanarese,  Marathi,  and 
Anglo-Indian  Christians.  There  will  be  social  and  recre¬ 
ation  rooms,  clubs,  classes,  reading  rooms,  gymnasium, 
and  hotel.  The  church  will  be  self-supporting.  The 
building  will  cost  about  $50,000.  It  will  be  the  greatest 
monument  to  practical  Christianity  to  be  found  in  this 
great  Oriental  industrial  center. 

Medan  Boys*  School,  Medan,  Sumatra  ($1,600). — 
There  are  twelve  teachers  and  353  boys  in  this  greatest 
of  schools  on  the  island  of  Sumatra.  The  boys  are  chiefiy 
Mohammedan  and  Chinese.  The  American  church  is  asked 
to  contribute  $1,500  in  1927  and  $1,500  in  1928  towards 
a  new  building  to  house  this  school ;  the  Chinese  will  meet 
most  of  the  other  costs. 

Methodist  Church,  Sofia  ($6,000). — Sofia  is  the  cap¬ 
ital  6f  Bulgaria  in  the  troublesome  Balkans.  There  a 
new  church  and  social  center  costing  $50,000  has  just 
been  erected.  There  are  services  in  Bulgarian,  in  Russian, 
and  in  English.  It  is  becoming  the  busiest  building  in 
Sofia,  open  day  and  night.  To  complete  it  will  require 
about  $5,000.  ' 

Almora  Central  Station,  North  India  ($6,000).-— 
High  in  the  Himalaya  Mountains,  isolated  between  India 
and  Tibet,  Methodism  has  a  number  of  famous  mission 
stations:  Chandag  Hights,  Pithoragarh,  Naini  Tal, 
Dwarhat,  and  others.  Almora  is  the  natural  center  of 


this  region.  The_  Methodist  mission  has  recently  taken 
over  from  the  London  Missionary  Society  buildings  and 
equipment  in  this  center  for  the  ^tter  carrying  on  of  its 
ministry,  at  a  total  cost  of  $15,000;  the  plant  is  worth^ 
a  much  larger  sum.  $5,000  has  already  been  paid  the 
London  Missionary  Society;  $5,000  is  due  in  1927,  and 
$5,000  will  be  due  in  1928. 

Tjisaroea  Hospital,  Java  ($3,000). — A  hospital  re¬ 
cently  established  in  this  city  in  co-operation  with  the 
Dutch  government  is  ministering  to  the  needs  of  Chinese, 
Japanese,  Sudanese,  and  Malays — most  of  whom  cannot 
pay  for  doctor  or  nurse.  It  is  a  50-bed  hospital.  It 
ministered  to  5,500  patients  in  1925.  The  sum  of  $3,000 
is  needed  this  year  to  pay  part  of  the  $20,000  indebted¬ 
ness  remaining  on  the  property,  which  has  a  tot<il  value 
of  $56,000. 

Tzechow  Hospital,  West  China  ($3,000). — The  new 
60-bed  hospital  recently  opened  in  Tzechow,  where  it  has 
a  potential  clientele  of  1,787,000  people,  has  no  stetho¬ 
scope,  no  operating-room  equipment  or  furniture,  not  even 
kerosene  lamps  for  heating,  and  little  other  equipment.  If 
the  hospital  is  to  render  a  real  service  it  must  have  $3,000 
worth  of  equipment  immediately. 

Butler  Memorial  Church,  Delhi,  India  ($3,000). — 
Delhi,  the  capital  of  India,  draws  thousands  of  trained 
youths  from  the  Christian  “mass  movement”  villages  into 
its  industrial  life.  To  serve  the  religious  and  social  and 
recreational  needs  of  these  young  people,  this  Hindustani 
church  and  center  is  being  erected.  There  is  still  $6,000 
to  be  paid  upon  the  board’s  share  of  $12,000  towards  this 
enterprise;  $3,000  of  this  is  due  in  1927. 

College  of  West  Africa,  Monrovia,  Liberia  ($5,000) 
— The  seventy-five-year-old  buildings  of  this  school  in  thi 
capital  of  Liberia  are  wholly  inadequate  for  a  modern 
program  of  arts,  sciences,  agriculture,  etc.  And  with  thi 
new  rubber  developments  of  the  Firestones  there  must  bi 
an  added  emphasis  upon  industrial  education.  There  wU 
be  three  hundred  or  more  students  when  new  buildings  an 
erected  and  a  self-help  agricultural  and  industrial  pro 
gram  is  inaugurated.  The  cost  of  the  buildings  and  equip 
ment  will  be  $30,000.  Liberians  are  contributing  abou 
one  half  of  this  amount;  the  board  has  furnished  $6,000 
and  must  make  a  similar  payment  in,  1927. 

Kodaikanal  School  and  Center,  South  India  ($3,000) 
— Situated  in  one  of  India’s  few  healthful  regions,  thi 
school  is  designed  to  give  the  missionary’s  child  a  goo< 
elementary  and  secondary  education  and  to  provide  a  res 
center  for  those  missioliaries  needing  recuperation.  Meth 
odism’s  total  share  is  $10,000  in  this  united  effort  of  sev 
eral  denominations  to  conserve  the  life  of  the  mission  fam 
ily;  of  this  amount,  $4,000  was  paid  in  1926. 

Victoria  Primary  School,  Lima,  Peru  ($6,000).- 
This  school,  in  one  of  the  new  and  progressive  “work 
men’s  suburbs”  of  Lima,  has  160  boys  and  girls  unde 
mission  auspices.  The  sum  of  $6,000  is  required  to  com 
plete  a  sufficient  number  of  classrooms  to  house  the  schoc 
— ^it  has  long  been  overfiowing  the  present  inadequat 
quarters. 

Edith  Jackson  Fisher  Memorial,  Rangoon,,  Burm 
($3,000). — This  church  and  community  center  for  th 
Fukien  and  Cantonese  Chinese  Christian  congregations  c 
Rangoon  will  house  also  a  large  Sunday  school  and 
day  school  of  260  pupils.  It  will  have  also  a  hall  an 
recreation  room  and  gymnasium  for  these  “Chinese  Pi 
grims,”  living  far  from  their  native  land.  The  board  hfi 
(Concluded  on  page  96) 
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Contributed  Editorial 


The  Country’s  Voice  is  Heard 

The  8#ift  and  effective  manner  in  which  public  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  country  was  registered  during  the 
second  week  in  January  following  the  threat  to 
the  peaceful  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  is  one  of  the  most  encouraging  happenings  of 
recent  years.  From  all  parts  of  the  country  there  came 
to  the  State  Department  and  the  President  protests 
against  the  policy  threatened  by  Secretary  Kellogg's 
attitude  and  public  statement.  These  protests  were 
unanimous  in  urging  arbitration  as  opposed  to  any  dis¬ 
play  or  use  of  force.  These  expressions  of  conviction 
came  from  church  groups,  from  labor  groups,  from  the 
daily  press,  from  all  sections  of  the  population.  There 
is  no  question  that  the  people  demanded  an  attitude  of 
friendliness  and  willingness  to  arbitrate  any  differences 
during  Mexico's  difficult  period  of  internal  readjustment. 
A  speedy  change  was  soon  registered.  Following  a  few 
days  of  quiet  there  came  the  announcement  that  the  State 
Department  looked  with  approval  on  suggestions  of  ar¬ 
bitration. 

It  was  a  remarkable  demonstration  of  the  power  of 
public  opinion  when  focused  on  a  great  moral  and  political 
issue.  The  present  and  future  need  is  to  keep  that  pres¬ 
sure  of  public  demand  sustained  and  active  so  that  it  may 
more  than  counteract  other  interests  exerting  pressure  in 
the  opposite  direction. 

One  of  the  very  great  predecessors  of  Secretary  Kel¬ 
logg  in  the  Department  of  State  has  within  a  few  weeks 
uttered  the  following  words,  which  may  well  serve  as  a 
guiding  light  for  the  United  States  in  its  relations  with 
Mexico  and  with  all  other  countries : 

“Nations  always  will  differ.  They  differ  in  inherited  characteristics 
and  predilections  and  traditions  and  modes  of  thought  and  feeling, 
but  there  never  is  a  difference  so  great  that  it  cannot  be  peaceably 
settled  if  approached  in  the  right  spirit.  And  there  never  can  be  a 
difference  so  trifling  that  it  may  not  be  made  the  occasion  of  war  if 
it  is  approached  in  the  wrong  spirit.” 

These  are  the  words  of  Elihu  Root. 

Militarizing  the  Public  Schools 

ONE  would  think  that  the  Detroit  Board  of  Com¬ 
merce  had  had  enough  publicity  in  the  recent 
weeks  to  last  it  for  twenty-five  years.  But  ap¬ 
parently  the  Board  is  a  glutton  for  the  spotlight.  This 
time  it  appears  on  the  stage  in  an  effort  to  promote  mili¬ 
tary  training  in  the  public  schools  throughout  the  State 
of  Michigan.  Of  course  the  Detroit  Board  of  Commerce 
did  not  put  its  efforts  forward  in  such  direct  language. 
Its  activities  took  the  form  of  ‘‘suggesting”  (that  is  a 
useful  word  that  covers  all  sorts  of  pressure!)  to  the 
chambers  of  commerce  that  an  effort  be  made  to  get  the 
local  Y.  M.  C.  A.'s  and  the  boards  of  education  to  ap¬ 
prove  military  training  in  the  schools. 

But  this  smooth  campaign  struck  a  rock  in  the  Detroit 
preachers.  A  volunteer  committee  of  preachers  regis¬ 
tered  their  opinion  of  this  kind  of  suggestion  in  an  em¬ 
phatic  protest.  The  preachers  did  not  speak  as  any 
official  group,  but  in  their  number  are  many  of  the  leading 
ministers  of  the  city,  such  as  Bishop  Thomas  Nicholson, 
Dr.  Ltnn  Hakold  Hough,  Rabbi  Leo  Feanklin,  Rein¬ 
hold  Niebuhe,  a.  P.  Reccoed,  Edgae  Dewitt  Jones, 
and  many  others.  The  statement  follows: 


“The  effort  being  made  in  the  city  to  secure  or  to  dictate  the  in¬ 
dorsement  of  religious  organisations  in  favor  of  military  training  in 
the  schools  prompts  us  to  utter  a  strong  protest  both  against  the 
tendency  to  coerce  the  opinion  of  reli^ous  organisations  and  against 
the  identiflcation  of  patriotism  with  the  policy  of  ezten^g  mflitary 
training  in  the  schools. 

“It  is  the  considered  opinion  of  most  of  the  neat  religious  groups 
of  the  nation,  expressed  in  definite  resolutions  oy  many  of  their  of¬ 
ficial  bodies,  that  there  is  no  occasion  for  and  no  defense  of  military 
training  in  high  schools,  and  that  military  training  in  colleges  ought 
not  to  be  compulsory. 

“Any  national  advantage  of  military  training  in  high  schools  is  so 
neg^gible  that  its  only  appreciable  effe^  must  m  to  t^pt  young  men 
of  impressionable  age  to  take  the  whole  system  for  granted  and  to 
dampen  the  ardor  of  a  new  nneratlon  for  the  elimhuition  of  war. 
While  milita^  training  in  colleges  as  an  elective  course  undoubtedly 
has  its  Justifications,  compulsory  training  is  alien  to  the  spirit  Of 
freedom  which  must  characteriM  education  if  it  is  to  serve  either 
true  democrat^  or  the  spirit  of  science. 

“It  is  an  amasing  bit  of  effrontery  that  the  Detroit  Board  of  Com¬ 
merce,  rraresenting  as  it  does  a  large  section  of  the  business  com¬ 
munity  of  the  city,  should  presume  to  suggest,  or  even  to  dictate,  to 
a  relirious  organisation  such  as  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  that  it  adopt  an 
offidal  position  on  military  training  in  exact  conformity  to  its  own. 
We  contend  that  such  an  action  in  its  implications  is  a  threat  to  the 
freedom  and  autonomy  of  every  institution  in  the  city  which  is  or¬ 
ganised  upon  the  basis  of  an  ethical  or  religions  ideal.” 

An  “amazing  bit  of  effrontery” — ^that  is  a  good 
phrase.  May  that  type  of  effrontery,  no  matter  how 
heavily  camouflaged  with  patriotic  rhetoric,  meet  the 
same  kind  of  exposition  and  resistance. 


From  Bishop  Grose 

A  LETTER  just  received  from  Geoege  R.  Geose 
from  Hankow,  China,  the  site  of  so  much  turmoil 
‘  and  danger,  should  be  read  by  as  many  members 
of  the  Church  as  possible.  It  is  a  word  which  comes  hot 
from, his  heart  to  the  heart  of  the  Church  in  the  United 
States.  It  not  only  gives  a  vivid  picture  of  what  the 
missionaries  are  standing  up  under  to-day,  but  in  impas¬ 
sioned  words  it  puts  to  the  Church  the  claim  which  China 
has  upon  it  at  this  hour : 

■  “A  retrenchment  now  would  mean  the  shaking  of  the  confidence 
of  the  Chinese  Christians  in  the  real  faith  of  the  Western  Church 
in  the  worthwhileness  of  the  Gospel,  when  retreat  begins  at  the 
very  time  of  China’s  relig^ious  crisis.  The  future  of  Christianity  in 
China  for  a  hundred  years  to  come  will  be  determined  largely  by 
what  Western  Churchra  and  nations  do  in  the  next  five  years. 

“By  all  the  memories  of  the  missionary  heroes  of  Methodism  in 
China,  Lowry  and  Pyke,  Lacy  and  Davis,  Bashford  and  Lewis,  and 
a  score  of  others  none  less  worthy,  I  appeal  to  the  churches  to  do 
iomothing  now. 

“By  all  the  sacrifices  and  perils  of  missionaries  who  are  counting 
not  their  lives  dear  unto  themselves  that  they  may  continue  the 
ministry  which  they  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  I  appeal  to  the 
churcheB  to  do  Momothing  now. 

“By  all  the  devotion  of  Chinese  preachers  and  workers,  our 
brothers  in  the  faith,  the  hope  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Chhia,  I 
appeal  to  the  churches  to  do  $omethmg  now. 

“By  all  the  sufferings  and  distresses  of  a  great  and  noble  people 
who  are  finding  their  way  through  civil  wars  and  selfish  and  blmd 
leadership,  through  political  chaos  and  pagan  superstitions  to  a 
true  national  life,  ana  to  the  liberty  of  the  children  of  God,  I  appeal 
to  the  churches  to  do  something  now.” 


Prosperity  and  Prohibition 

wo  statements  appeared  recently  on  successive 
days  to  the  effect  that  the  invested  assets  on  life 
insurance  policies  were  increasing  at  the  rate  of  a 
billion  dollars  a  year,  and  that  the  United  States,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Secretary  Mellon,  had  reached  the  highest  level 
of  income  in  its  history. 

Could  anyone  dare  deny  that  one  great  reason  for 
these  conditions  is  that  the  great  majority  of  the  men  in 
the  United  States  are  keeping  sober?  L. 
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testantism’s  “Fighting  Chance” 

iting  Facts  Disclosed  in  Study  of  City  Protestant  Churches 
By  H.  Paul  Douglass 


IN  ATJ.  probability  an 
actual  majority  of  Prot¬ 
estant  churches  in  the 
great  cities  of  the  United 
States  have  had  to  face  the 
major,  crises  of  birth,  extinc¬ 
tion,  enforced  change  of  loca¬ 
tion  or  radical  alteration  of 
fortunes  within  a  generation’s 
span.  If  the  city  church  does 
not  literally  stand  in  jeopardy 
every  hour,  at  least  few  have 
experienced  a  long  continu¬ 
ance  of  good  fortune  unchal¬ 
lenged.  A  very  large  fraction 
— as  high  as  one-fourth  in 
-have  actually 


typical  cities- 

died,  while  an  equal  propor¬ 
tion  continue  to  live  only  at  a 
poor  dying  rate.  The  parlous 
state  of  the  city  church  as  a 
group  is  thus  well-nigh  habit¬ 
ual. 

The  attitude  in  which  one 
goes  away  from  such  consider¬ 
ations  depends  largely  upon 
the  presuppositions  with 
which  he  approaches  the  mat¬ 
ter.  Repudiating  the  tacit 
assumption  that  the  church  -is 
of  right  entitled  to  institu¬ 
tional  immortality  for  itself,  or 
at  least  to  institutional  easy¬ 
going  during  a  long  life,  one 
wiU  the  more  cheerfully  con¬ 
front  the  evidence  that  the 
church  has  an  extra  hazard¬ 
ous  calling.  He  will  simply 
regard  it  as  subject  to  the 
laws  of  urban  development, 
laws  which,  while  they  often  thwart  human  purposes,  ar< 
not  necessarily  inimical  to  the  spiritual  life  in  man.  H< 
can  then  face  the  facts  of  the  church’s  shifting  msti 
tutional  foundations  with  better  courage. 

These  facts  assuredly  are  challenging  enough.  Th 


merous  unstanaaraizea  secce 
Even  in  city  churche 
which  survive  and  grov 
there  is  a  ruinous  ratio  o 
membership  losses  compare 
with  gains.  In  the  major  d« 
nominations  of  Springfieh 
Massachusetts,  the  leakaj 
was  seventy  for  every  hundre 
members  recruited  over 
period  of  twenty  years,  an 
in  St.  Louis,  Missoui 
seventy-six. 

City  churches  show  grei 
mobility  of  location.  A  larj 
majority  have  moved  at  lea 
once  during  their  histori( 
In  virtually  every  gre 
city  great  areas  have  be 
literally  swept  clean  of  Pr< 
estant  churches.  Sometimes  groups  of  churches  have  n 
grated  along  together  by  flocks  or  colomes.  They  ha 
been  neighbors  or  rivals  in  three  or  four  different  loca 
ties  within  a  half  century.  They  have  developed  a  W6 
established  tradition  of  transiency.  Consequently 
their  policies  are  tentative  and  hesitant.  They  spe 
much  of  their  time  waiting  for  the  worst  to  happen. 

Churches  Remote  from  Members’  Homes 
A  church  which  is  still  able  to  maintain  itself  in 
ancient  seat  frequently  does  so  at  the  cost  of  almost  cc 
plete  dissociation  from  the  people  living  in  the  immedi 
locality  of  the  church  building.  The  mam  body  of 
constituents  has  moved  away.  The  church,  however,  s 
succeeds  in  drawing  them  to  its  services  from  a  distai 
From  the  standpoint  of  prestige  and  institutional 
vantage,  it  may  even  be  better  off  than  it  ever  was 


BT  THE  SIDE  OF  THE  HUMAN  STREAM 
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fore.  But  it  may  mean  almost  nothing  to  its  neighbors,  of  the  local  church  with  such  movements  is  small,  thinlt- 
The  majority  of  the  churchgoers  living  under  the  eaves  ing  nothing  of  the  absence  of  effective  working  alliances, 
of  the  great  central  churches  of  Springfield,  Massachu-  Frequently  the  church  is  not  even  concerned  to  count  up 
^  setts,  walk  straight  away  from  them  to  find  religious  fel-  the  contacts  which  it  actually  has,  and  only  the  very 
lowship  in  humbler  churches  elsewhere.  To  find  a  sue-  exceptional  church  has  so  specialized  in  the  development 
cessful  church  with  less  than  ten  per  cent  of  its  follow-  of  community  contacts  that  it  can  be  said  to  be  at  all 
ing  within  a  mile  of  its  building  is  no  rare  instance.  meeting  the  situation. 

In  localities  from  which  churches  have  removed,  or  in  t  t  w  u  x  rp 

which  the  churches  that  remain  have  developed  away  from  Members  Lost  Without  a  Irace 

the  neighborhood,  substitute  churches  rapidly  appear.  The  consequences  of  this  series  of  functional  short- 
Generally,  however,  they  represent  lower  ecclesiastical  comings  appear  most  damagingly  in  terms  of  membership 
and  cultural  standards.  The  vacuum  is  filled  by  a  cheaper  losses  and  the  composition  of  constituencies.  A  very  large 
form  of  religious  organization.  proportion — forty-one  per  cent  in  the  major  St.  Loms 

Beyond  these  institutional  handicaps  there  lie  the  denominations  over  a  period  of  twenty  years,  and  about 

.  _ •  e _ 


failures  of  success,  the  prev-  *  one-third  m  opnngneld, 

alent  functional  shortcomings 
even  of  the  good  and  growing 
churches.  The  present  insti¬ 
tutional  structure  of  the 
church  is  the  result  of  a  proc¬ 
ess  of  accretion.  Organiza¬ 
tions  and  departments  have 
been  added  one  after  another 
during  many  years,  without 
the  radical  remodeling  of  the 
whole.  The  relation  of  the 
parts  to  each  other  is  there¬ 
fore  frequently  awkward  and 
obstructive.  There  is  mucli 
imitation,  frequent  over-or¬ 
ganization,  many  demands 
within  the  church  competing 
for  response  from  its  few  peo¬ 
ple.  Thus  characteristically 
the  local  church  makes  several 
competitive  approaches  to  FT<m''A  Son  Ojtlu  Bower"— (itome  U.UomCimpanv  SOU  OI  a  SO-caiieu  aunpi-cvi 

0a  nh  aaa  in  it«  eon-  THIS  SORT  OF  A  CHANGED  NEIGHBORHOOD  U8U-  program  or  a  special  drive  in 

TtLnfy.  In  ^te  of  IL  this  direction  or  that.  Such  a 

structural  complexity  and  competitive  internal  organiza-  church  almost  always  shows  grave  deficiencies  with  re- 
tion  of  the  local  church,  it  manages  to  get  only  a  few  spect  to  one  or  another  age-group.  It  may  lack  old  peo- 
adherents  into  close  relations.  While  th6  great  majority  pie,  or  it  may  lack  young  people  and  children.  It  wins 
are  bound  to  the  church  by  slender  and  dubious  ties,  and  those  who  are  easiest  to  win  under  the  particular  circum- 
very  small  and  frequently  over-worked  nucleus  of  much-  stances,  and  counts  itself  very  lucky  if  it  succeeds  to 
connected  people  absorbed  most  of  the  honors  and  bore  that  extent.  What  happens  to  the  rest  of  the  human 
\  disproportionate  work.  While  the  inner  strength  and  group  to  which  the  adherents  belong  is  regarded  as  be- 
glory  of  the  single  religious  tie  cannot  be  measured,  the  yond  the  power  of  the  church,  if  not  beyond  its  respon- 
general  situation  gives  little  chance  for  the  church  to  sibility. 

occupy  and  organize  the  Uves  of  its  followers,  especially  With  all  these  handicaps,  the  church  suffers  further 
since  their  single  relationships  are  divided  and  sub-divided  from  discontinuous  leadership.  In  about  a  thousand 


one-third  in  Springfield, 
Massachusetts — of  those  dis¬ 
missed  from  membership  were 
lost  without  trace.  They  had 
simply  fallen  out  of  contact 
with  the  church  until  the 
church  crossed  them  off  its 
books.  Ecclesiastically  speak¬ 
ing,  they  went  into  unmarked 
graves. 

At  the  same  time,  the 
church  constituencies  which 
remain  become  distorted.  The 
church  is  naturally  a  cross- 
section  of  humanity.  But  the 
city  church  frequently  does 
not  make  equal  appeal  to  all 
elements  in  the  population. 
This  is  especially  true  when  it 
is  maintaining  itself  against 
environmental  change  by  rea¬ 
son  of  a  so-called  “adapted” 


THIS  SORT  OF  A  CHANGED  NEIGHBORHOOD  USU-  program  or  a  special  drive  in 
^LLY  MEANS -MOVING  DAT- FOR  TBE  CHURCH  [h;  that.  Such  a 


between  numerous  subsidiary  groupings.  cases,  forty  per  cent  of  city  ministers  were  found  to  have 

been  in  their  present  pastorates  from  two  to  three  years. 

Many  Narrow  and  Unoriginal  Programs  while  only  sixteen  per  cent  were  veterans  of  ten  years’ 

,  . ,  ,  .  continuous  service. 

In  spite  of  the  many  subsidiaries  and  the  elaborate 

machinery  of  the  city  church,  the  average  total  program  Explanations  of  Conditions  Found 

is  narrow  and  unoriginal.  Nearly  all  of  the  newer  in-  _  ^ 

terests  which  have  crowded  in  have  been  ecclesiastical  in  Much  can  be  said,  and  should  be,  by  way  of  mitiga- 
origin,  so  that,  from  the  standpoint  of  religious  breadth  ’  tion  and  explanation  of  the  facts  revealed  by  the  diag- 
and  the  wider  applications  of  religion  to  life,  all  that  has  nosis.  The  high  ratio  of  institutional  failure  and  death 
happened  has  not  achieved  an  essential  change  of  empha-  shown  by  the  urban  church  has  been  largely  due  to  the 
sis  in  church  work.  The  majority  of  city  churches  follow  tentative  and  unstable  character  of  cities  themselves.  Ur- 
a  rural  pattern  which  they  have  embellished  a  trifle,  but  ban  civilization  is  just  finding  itself.  New  forces  are 
without  modification  or  enlargement  of  its  inner  prin-  appearing,  such  as  city  planning  and  zomng;  and  with 
ciples.  passing  of  the  pioneering  stage  in  cities  the  number 

One  might  hope  to  find  such  institutional  narrowness  of  tragical  institutional  failures  should  be  greatly  re¬ 
made  up  for  by  massive  contacts  with  other  constructive  duced. 

agencies  of  the  community.  But  the  actual  familiarity  The  transitoriness  of  the  city  church  in  any  given 
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evidence  of  capacity  to  institution^  singly  considered,  appears  to  have  shared 
K  it  is  required  that  the  same  fate  as  the  church.  All  confess  a  lessened  hold 

touch  with  the  on  their  constituents,  and  that  they  increasingly  have  to 

Yet  one  can- 
.greed  to  char- 
is  more  than  transitional. 


location  may  be  looked  upon  as 
keep  up  with  a  dynamic  situation, 
the  church  change  in  order  to  keep  in 
fthangtng  city,  removal  of  location  is  sometimes  a  valid 
method  of  changing. 

The  church  which  gets  out  of  touch  with  its  neighbor¬ 
ing  population,  sometimes  at  least,  has  a  partially  ade¬ 
quate  defense  in  the  claim  that  it  is  serving  the  city  in 
a  larger  way.  It  has  simply  adopted  another  principle 
of  service  than  that  based  on  accidental  contiguity,  and 
has  adjusted  itself  to  the  larger  aspects  of  the  city’s 
character  exactly  as  other  central  institutions  do.  Great 
department  stores,  theatres,  and  financial  institutions  do 
not  primarily  exist  to  serve  the  people  who  live  near 
them,  and  a  reasonable  proportion  of  churches  operating 
on  a  similar  basis  can  be  justified. 

Even  the  sad  spectacle  of  areas  deserted  by  strong 
churches  and  invaded  by  cheaper  substitutes  has  this  re¬ 
lief,  that  it  shows  the  incurable  religiousness  of  man  on 
whatever  social  level ;  reveals  the  democratic  roots  of 
the  church,  the  ability  of  humble  people  to  do  for  them¬ 
selves  religiously,  and  the  continuous  rebirth  of  churches 
in  the  fires  of  crude  emotional  experience  which  cool  all 
too  soon.  ' 

Some  of  the  most  disturbing  of  urban  church  phe¬ 
nomena  may  thus  be  interpreted  as  aspects  of  the  church’s 
adjustment  to  the  city.  The  unsatisfactory  internal  life 
of  the  church  has  also  its  mitigations. 

Except  for  the  multiplicity  of  subsidiary  organiza¬ 
tions,  the  participation  of  the  (average  member  in  his 
church  would  be  even  less  than  it  now  is.  The  super¬ 
numerary  organization  may  be  the  school  of  expression 
for  novices,  and  even  when  its  ostensible  purpose  can 
hardly  be  justified,  its  existence  as  a  vehicle  of  the  organ¬ 
izing  impulse  and  of  the  relationship  of  leader  and  fol¬ 
lower  may  be  thoroughly  vital  and  full  of  contemporary 
value. 

If  the  ebb-tide  of  population  movements  draw  many 
transients  out  of  the  church  and  beyond  its  knowledge, 
the  returning  tide  brings  many  of  these  same  lost  mem¬ 
bers  back  into  church,  life  again.  Any  study  of  the 
sources  of  accessions  to  membership  in  popular  city 


deal  with  them  in  touch-and-go  religion, 
not  be  sure  that  the  moral  slump,  which  is  aj 
acterize  the  present  age. 

Better  Team  Play  Needed  Between  All 
Constructive  Forces 

The  co-operation  of  all  constructive  forces — and 
there  are  more  than  ever  before — ^might  effect  a  stronger 
hold  on  the  individual  than  in  the  past  if  one  knew  how 
the  sum  total  of  urban  experience  reacts  upon  the  temper 
and  will. 

Again,  the  prevalent  fracturing  of  the  family  group 
into  separate  religious  allegiances  is  an  ugly  fact  for 
which  no  remedy  can  easily  be  pointed  out.  Here  are 
small  children^  in  the  neighborhood  Sunday  school,  their 
parents  holding  on  to  the  distant  church  for  loyalty’s 
sake,  their  adolescent  brothers  and  sisters  drawn  to  the 
popular  downtown  church,  and  the  young  adults  of  the 
family  going  nowhere.  Here  are  old  people’s  churches 
depleted  of  youth,  and  socially  adapted  enterprises  main¬ 
tained  at  great  labor  and  cost  which  draw  youth  only 
and  fail  to  work  back  into  the  adult  community.  Here, 
in  short,  is  the  individual  church  ceasing  to  be  a  cross 
section  of  population  and  not  able  to  command  the  ad¬ 
herence  of  natural  social  groups  in  their  entirety. 

The  church  obviously  is  still  responsible  for  all  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  church  in  the  modem  city  is  still  a  cross  sec- 
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The  Philippine  Situation  To-day 


By  Charles  Bayard  Mitchell 

Resident  Bidurp,  Manila,  P.  I. 


Governor  -general 

LEONARD  WOOD  will 
soon  be  in  the  United  States 
to  secure  a  brief  but  much-needed 
and  well-deserved  rest.  For  more 
than  five  years  he  has  remained  at 
his  post,  and  with  painstaking  ef¬ 
fort  has  devoted  his  administrative 
abilities  to  the  delicate  task  of  per¬ 
forming  the  executive  duties  con¬ 
nected  with  his  office  as  governor- 
general  of  the  Philippine  Islands. 
His  services  in  connection  with  the 


Bishop  Mitchell’s  frank  and  clear 
setting  forth  of  the  attitude  of  the 
Filipinos  toward  the  United  States 
and  the .  question  of  sovereignty  is 
a  timely  discussion  of  one  of  the  most 
unportant  problems  now  facing  this 
country.  Shall  the  desire  of  business 
men  to  exploit  the  rubber  and  other 
riches  of  the  Islands  cause  the  United 
States  to  break  her  sacred  pledges 
to  the  Filipinos  f 


army  during  the  early  years  of  the 

American  occupation,  and  the  opportunity  afforded  him 


-  ■■  ■  ■  and  himself.  The  Board  of  Control 

ik  and  clear  has  dealt  with  the  management  of 
titude  of  the  large  sums  of  Filipino  money  which 
Jnited  States  had  been  invested  in  the  national 
overeignty  is  bank,  the  railroads,  sugar  mills,  coal 

of  the  most  mines,  and  other  Govemment-con- 
w  facing  this  trolled  institutions.  This  act  of  the 
re  of  business  governor-general  has  aroused  deep 
ber  and  other  resentment  on  the  part  of  the  local 
ise  the  United  leaders.  Nothing  short  of  a  judicial 
%cred  pledges  decision  by  the  Supreme  Court,  de- 
%ost  ciding  the  legality  of  the  act  of  the 

-  governor-general,  will  allay  the  dis¬ 
tressing  agitation. 

Not  only  the  political  leaders,  but  the  vast  majority 


as  a  member  of  the  commission  appointed  by  President  of  the  people,  with  the  exception  of  the  Mohammedan 

t  Wilson  to  study  and  report  on  conditions  in  the  Archipel-  Moros,  who  occupy  some  of  the  Southern  islands,  and 

^ago,  especially  fitted  him  for  the  position  which  he  now  who  are  the  traditional  foes  of  the  Filipinos,  firmly  hold 

occupies.  He  has  recently  undergone  a  serious  surgical  that  in  the  preamble  to  the  Jones  Bill  they  were  prom- 

operation  which,  together  with  an  old  army  wound,  has  ised  complete  and  absolute  independence  as  soon  as  the 

made  his  arduous  duties  especially  trying.  He  is  no  American  Government  was  convinced  they  were  able  to 

longer  able  to  engage  in  those  physical  recreations  which  establish  and  maintain  their  own  government.  From  the 

kept  him  in  such  fit  physical  condition.  He  will  have  days  of  President  McKinley  on  down  through  the  fol- 

opportunity  while  in  America  to  explain,  from  the  exec-  lowing  administrations  similar  promises  have  been  held 

utive’s  viewpoint,  both  to  President  Coolidge  and  the  out  to  them  by  American  leaders,  and  as  expressed  in 

general  public,  what  he  regards  as  the  best  course  to  party  platforms.  The  people  honestly  believe  that  they 

pursue  in  the  present  evolution  of  the  Philippine  situa-  are  able  now  to  meet  the  expressed  conditions,  and  they 

tion.  His  words  will  have  great  weight  with  the  country  are  eagerly  seeking  the  realization  of  their  long-cherished 

he  has  so  long  and  ably  served  and  in  which  he  is  so  dreams  for  independence. 

widely  popular.  The  character  of  this  people  is  such  that  they  will 

never  consent  to  remain  permanently  as  a  subject  people. 

Friction  With  General  Wood  There  may  exist  elsewhere  in  the  world  a  people  who 

could  grow  resigned  to  permanent  subjection  to  a  for- 
He  had  a  very  difficult  position  to  fill  as  the  successor  of  the  FiUpinos  that 

of  Governor-General  Harrison.  The  latter  had  made  very  they  will  never  submit  to  any  form  of  government  relat- 
liberal  interpretations  of  the  organic  law  of  the  islands  them  to  any  foreign  government  which  deprives  them 
I  as  laid  down  in  the  Jones  Bill.  Contrary  to  the  advice  q£  ai)golute  and  complete  control  of  all  their  own  national 
f  given  him  at  the  time  by  the  secretary  of  he  shar^  affairs.  They  are  to  be  credited  with  a  rare  patience 
with  Filipino  leaders  the  executive  responsibilities  of  his  self-control,  which  in  itself  is  a  fine  commentary  on 

office.  This  was  highly  satisfactory  to  the  local  leaders,  self-government. 

More  and  more  he  left  the  administration  in  the  hands 

of  the  Filipinoo,  and  gave  his  time  to  the  pursuit  of  Revolution 

private  business  and  personal  pleasure.  Governor-Gen¬ 
eral  Wood  at  once  began  to  regain  the  executive  respon-  Not  even  their  most  fiery  and  impvilsive  politicians,  in 
sibilities  which  he  claimed  belonged  only  to  the  Chief  Ex-  the  moments  when  they  have  been  most  deeply  stirred 
ecutive  operating  under  the  Jones  Law.  At  once  he  over  their  national  aspirations,  have  even  suggested  any 
found  himself  out  of  sympathy  with  the  national  leaders,  step  to  be  taken  recklessly  or  defiantly.  All  they  have 
The  so-called  cabinet,  appointed  by  Governor-General  done  and  said  has  been  in  conformity  to  law  and  in  har- 
Harrison,  was  soon  at  counter-points  with  Governor-  mony  with  a  fine  sense  of  honor  and  due  respect  to  the 
General  Wood,  and  the  cabinet  resigned.  From  that  time  recognized  authority  of  the  United  States.  No  revolu- 
the  Filipino  leaders,  with  the  legislature’s  backing,  have  tionary  words  are  uttered,  and  every  possible  respect  is 
not  felt  they  could  co-operate  with  the  executive.  Out  paid  to  the  American  flag  and  what  it  stands  for.  They 
of  all  this  has  grown  the  various  frictions  which  have  are  seeking  honorable  and  legal  means  to  convince  Con- 
delayed  progress ;  it  has  been  a  serious  source  of  annoy-  gress  and  the  American  public  that  they  have  now  reached 
ing  agitation  and  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  Fili-  the  place  in  their  history  when  they  are  entitled  to  the 
toinos.  independence  promised  them.  This  opinion  is  not  held 

^  Recently,  after  five  years  of  experience,  the  governor-  only  by  a  few  political  leaders, 
general  has  discontinued  the  Board  of  Control,  com-  So  far  as  the  people  themselves  have  knowledge  of 
posed  of  the  Senate  president,  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  the  situation,  they  are  in  hearty  accord  with  their  rep- 
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sess  in  these  islands,  knowing  as 
they  do  that  they  are  lacking  in 
money  themselves,  and  that 
money  is  needed  to  bring  in  the  \ 
day  of  great  prosperity.  They 
are  just  as  anxious  to  secure  ma¬ 
terial  prosperity  as  are  the 
prospective  investors,  but  they 
are  unwilling  to  exchange  their 
national  liberty  for  any  mere 
material  gain.  They  would 
rather  remain  free  and  poor  than 
become  rich,  and  at  the  same 
time  remain  the  subjects  of  any 
foreign  government,  even  though 
that  government  be  the  United 
States,  to  which  they  recognize 
their  indebtedness  for  so  much 
good  which  has  come  to  them 
during  the  American  occupation. 
The  Filipinos  are  not  un¬ 
grateful,  nor  unmindful,  of  the  great  deliverance  from 
the  cruel  Spanish  yoke  which  America  brought  to  them 
through  the  outlay  of  so  much  money  and  the  loss  of  so 
many  American  lives.  They  recognize  gratefully  the 


The  Tuning  Hours 

BY  W.  L.  Y.  PAVIS 

The  harp  of  life  is  strwng 

With  strings  of,  different  lengths. 
The  sweetest  harmonies  are  hung 
On  strands  of  different  strengths. 


If  inequalities 

Stressed  not  some  strings  to  breaking. 
Where  were  those  melodies 
So  marvelous  in  making? 


Fret  not  the  unseen  Powers 

That  tighten  love's  tense  chords 
These  are  the  tuniug  hours — 

The  music  afterwards! 


Some  Folks  in  Our  Church 

The  Man  Who  Sits  in  the  Back  Seat 

By  Hubert  C.  Herring 


He  does  not  sing.  He  reads  the  index  of  the  hymn- 
book  while  the  hymns  are  being  sung.  He  says  by  his 
action.  Count  me  out.  He  counts  himself  out.  Perhaps 
he  can’t  sing.  But  let  him  sing.  Many  do  who  can’t. 
It  doesn’t  make  music,  but  it  makes  something  more  tc 
be  desired  than  even  music. 

He  does  not  listen.  He  hears  most  of  the  sermon, 
but  after  the  fashion  of  a  man  skimming  a  book.  Ht 
skips.  He  hears  the  sermon  as  a  man  sitting  in  an  ofRc( 
window  sees  the  game  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away. 

When  the  congregation  stands  to  sing  the  last  hymn 
the  Man  in  the  Back  Seat  pulls  on  his  overcoat  anc 
reaches  for  his  hat.  He  slips  out  as  the  benedictior 
is  ended.  He  will  not  be  committed  to  anything. 

Many  reforms  have  been  urged  for  the  church.  Bui 
let  the  parson  nominate  one  reform  to  be  put  at  th« 
head  of  the  list.  Let  us  eliminate  the  back  seat. 
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Four  Great  Methodist  Months 

A  NATION-WIDE  campai^  to  enlist  the  unnum-  The  “Local  Church  Bulletin”  circulatioi 
/^bered  thousands  of  inactive  and  indifferent  holiday  season  reached  almost  350,000  a 


The  “Local  Church  Bulletin”  circulation  during  the 
.  _  holiday  season  reached  almost  350,000  a  week.  It  is 

church  members,  non-churchgoers,  and  parents  now  a  quarter  of  a  million  weekly  on  the  normal  basis, 
of  Sunday-school  children  who  are  not  tied  up  to  any  The  Church  BuUetin  Service  hopes  that  during  these 
church— m  short,  an  effort  to  i^ach  the  immense  non-  four  great  Methodist  months  the  circulation  will  reach 
churchgoing  population  of  America — ^has  been  launched  one  million  weekly,  and  believes  that  if  5,000  to  10,000 
by  the  Church  Bulletin  Service  of  the  World  Service  churches  co-operate  in  the  observance  of  these  months 
Con^ssion  in  a  unique  plan  which  it  calls  “Four  Great  in  the  way  suggested,  distributing  Bulletins  far  and 
MethoAst  Months.”  wide  through  the  non-churchgoing  population,  and  rein- 

Febniary,  March,  April,  and  May  have  been  desig-  forcing  their  messages  with  personal  work  and  special 
nated  the  “Four  Great  Methodist  Months.”  All  of  the  sermons  from  the  pulpit,  an  enormous  impetus  will  be 
issues  of  the  Local  Church  Bulletin,  printed  by  the  Church  given  to  Methodism  everywhere. 

Bulletin  Service,  during  that  period— excepting  the  spe-  From  a  study  of  the  situation,  the  Church  Bulletin 
cial  numbers,  such  as  Easter— will  be  devoted  to  arousing  Service  believes  that  the  time  for  a  real  spiritual  revival 
the  lethargic  thousands  to  be  found  everywhere,  and  to  is  ripe,  and  that  both  local  churches  and  World  Service 
stimulating  loyalty  to  church  and  pastor.  Great  stress  will  reap  incalculable  benefits  from  such  a  campaign 
also  will  be  laid  upon  church  attendance,  the  wonderful  universally  observed  throughout  the  denomination, 
service  which  the  ministry^  is  rendering  the  world,  and  Bulletins  are  shipped  as  cost  of  printing  and  post- 
the  need  for  the  same  fidelity  to  the  church  that  people  age.  They  are  printed  in  four  and  six  page  size,  and  in 
give  to  business  and  to  material  things.  different  grades  of  stock.  The  following  is  the  table  of 

•  During  February,  “Personal  Devotions”  will  be  pro-  grades  and  prices : 

moted,  with  special  issues  given  to  such  subjects  as  Per  lOO 

“Prayer,”  “Bible  Study,”  “Personal  Work,”  and  “Fam-  4  page,  printing  stock .  40c 

ily  Religion.  During  March  the  theme  will  be  “Loyalty  4  page,  mimeograph  stock .  40c 

to  Church  and  Pastor,  stressing  the  value  of  church  at-  35c  per  100  in  quantities  of  500  or  more  per  issue 

tendance  and  the  world’s  debt  to  the  pr^cher.  In  April  g  gg^ 

the  story  of  ‘World  Methodism”  will  be  given — not  .  .  t.  i  j  , 

World  Service  only,  but  describing  the  whole  of  Metb-  ‘  . 

odism.  There  will  be  two  special  numbers  for  Palm  Sun-  ^  extra  quality  glazed  stock .  60c 

day  and  Easter.  During  May,  “Service  and  Giving”  will  Orders  should  be  entered  at  once  with  the  Church 


Per  100 

4  page,  printing  stock .  40c 

4  page,  mimeograph  stock .  40c 

35c  per  100  in  quantities  of  500  or  more  per  issue 

6  page,  printing  stock .  50c 

4  page,  extra  quality  glazed  stock .  50c 

6  page,  extra  quality  glazed  stock .  60c 

Orders  should  be  entered  at  once  with  the  Church 


be  emphasized,  with  special  issues  for  Mother’s  Day  and  Bulletin  Service,  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  Bl.,  if  the 
Memorial  Day.  service  for  four  full  months  is  desired. 

Stewardship  Prizes  for  Twenty 

Winners  of  the  Gammons  Memorial  Essay  Contest  Divide  a  Yuletide  Purse  of  $1,200 

By  Evelyn  M.  Ralston,  Contest  Supervisor 

1ATE  in  1925  the  Stewardship  Department  of  our  verted,  and  rushed  home  the  next  morning  to  tell  the 
j  church  announced  a  grand  contest  for  the  coming  good  news  to  her  mother  and  to  begin  at  once  a  strenuous 


year,  among  various  classes  of  our  membership, 
leading  to  prizes  ranging  from  $25  to  $100.  The  theme 
assigned  to  all  contestants  was,  “What  Is  Christian  Stew¬ 
ardship?” 

The  launching  of  this  ambitious  project  was  made 


campaign  for  the  organization  of  a  Methodist  church  in 
Bridgewater.  Five  old  church  letters  were  unearthed, 
four  new  names  secured,  and  a  class  of  nine  members  with 
herself  as  a  probationer  formed  the  nucleus  of  this  little 
church.  Among  the  new  recruits  was  a  young  man,  Ferdi- 


possible  by  the  munificent  contribution  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  nand  C.  Gammons,  who  found  in  the  new  church  not  only 
Ferdinand  C.  Gammons,  of  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  who  took  a  place  of  energetic  service  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  but  a 
an  immediate  personal  interest  in  the  enterprise  and  pro-  future  sharer  of  domestic  hliss. 

vided  the  sum  of  $1,200  for  its  financing.  The  life  story  Not  only  spiritual  hut  material  prosperity  have  come 
of  this  devout  and  aged  couple  is  most  inspiring.  More  with  the  years  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gammons,  and  their  gifts 
than  fifty  years  ago  Miss  Abbie  F.  Lawrence,  a  young  and  sacrifices  in  various  forms  of  Christian  service  are 
lady  of  hlgh-school  age,  while  visiting  a  girl  friend  in  a  well  known  throughout  New  England.  The  stately  and 
neighboring  village,  attended  a  revival  service  led  by  the  beautiful  Gammons  Memorial  Church  of  Bridgewater, 
pastor,  Rev.  Wilbur  F.  Stefile,  son  of  the  famous  Dr.  built  of  solid  granite  and  furnished  with  every  equipment 
Daniel  Steele  and  now  a  retired  member  of  the  Colorado  for  religious  and  social  service,  from  choir  loft  to  kitchen. 
Conference.  The  sermon  that  night  was  preached  by  a  was  an  outright  gift  from  this  devoted  pair  to  the  Bridge- 


^oung  student  from  Boston  University,  the  Rev.  Marcus  water  congregation,  while  a  second  very  serviceable  edi- 
D.  Buell,  now  known  to  Boston  men  the  world  over  as  fice,  provided  for  a  struggling  congregation  on  Cape  Cod, 
the  “beloved  dean.”  The  message  went  straight  to  the  was  a  recent  gift  of  Mrs.  Gammons,  who  herself  largely 
heart  of  this  impressionable  girl,  she  was  joyously  con-  supervised  its  planning  and  erection. 
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Perhaps  the  most  striking  circumstance  connected 
with  this  contest  is  the  fact  that  Dr.  Robert  E.  Smith, 
of  Spokane,  one  of  our  prize  winners,  was  in  his  student 
days  at  Boston  the  pastor  of  the  little  church  at  Bridge- 
water  and  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gammons,  while  in  these  very 
same  years  Dr.  Luther  E.  Love  joy,  now  secretary  of  our 
Stewardship  Department  and  director  of  this  contest,  was 
a  fellow-student  of  Dr.  Smith  and  his  immediate  successor 
as  pastor  of  this  church,  whose  present  pastor.  Rev. 
Raymond  V.  Conley,  was  one  of  the  ablest  contestants 
for  the  stewardship  prize. 

Eleven  different  classes  entered  the  competition — 
Methodist  ministers,  missionaries,  theological  and  college 
students,  Sunday-school  workers,  Sunday-school  pupils, 
Epworth  League  members.  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  and  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  members, 
and  adult  church  members,  men  and  women.  The  first 
four  classes  were  offered  first  and  second  prizes  of  $100 
and  $50  each.  The  other  seven  classes,  prizes  of  $50  and 
$25  each.  Full  directions  for  the  contest  were  sent  out 
in  advance,  lists  of  books  and  supplies  of  free  literature 
provided,  with  every  facility  for  the  production  of  orig¬ 
inal  and  well-prepared  essays,  free  from  any  external  in¬ 
fluence  or  partiality.  Three  judges  were  appointed — an 
editor  of  church-wide  stewardship  experience,  a  college 
professor  and  young  people’s  worker,  and  a  prominent 
Methodist  pastor. 

The  personnel  of  the  winners  is  most  varied,  widely 
scattered,  and  interesting.  From  the  17,000  Methodist 
ministers  eligible  to  this  contest.  Dr.  A.  E.  Peterson,  of 
Kansas  City,  pastor,  and  Dr.  Robert  E.  Smith,  of  Spo¬ 
kane,  district  superintendent,  drew  down  the  prizes.  The 
missionary  winners  are  Miss  Marcelle  Waldner,  of  Alsace, 
France,  and  Miss  Mabel  M.  Metzger,  of  Albuquerque, 
New  Mexico.  Only  one  student  in  all  our  theological 
seminaries  saw  the  opportunity  or  had  the  pluck  to  com¬ 
pete,  *ind  she  won  the  prize — a  colored  woman  at  Gammon, 


Mrs.  Minnie  Mae  Harris.  Two  of  the  very  best  essays 
were  written  by  Miss  Mamie  F.  Glassburner,  Woodbine, 
Iowa,  a  Simpson  College  student,  and  Mary  E.  Morse, 
of  Oneonta,  New  York,  student  in  Boston  University. 
Among  Sunday-school  workers.  Miss  Mary  M.  Osborne, 
of  Kansas  City,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Osborn,  of  Mt.  Pleas¬ 
ant,  Iowa,  took  the  prizes;  while  from  among  5,000,000 
Methodist  Sunday-school  pupils,  the  two  winners  came 
from  the  one  little  church  at  Bishop’s  Head,  Maryland. 
Their  names  are  Jennie  Roberta  Jones  and  Ruth  W. 
Pritchett.  Miss  Frances  M.  Vosel,  of  Bridgeville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  Miss  Lucile  lYentworth,  of  lYichita,  led 
the  Epworth  League  hosts,  while  Mrs.  A.  B.  Headley,  of 
Cambridge,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Leland  G.  Lee,  of  Dallas, 
Texas,  captured  the  banner  for  the  Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  and  for  the  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  Mrs.  Rhoda  J.  Donald,  of  Laurium, 
Michigan,  and  Miss  Lotta  G.  Shepard,  of  Geneva,  Ohio. 
Of  all  the  husky  male  members  of  our  church  in  the  United 
States  and  foreign  parts,  not  included  in  the  above  classes, 
only  one  had  the  grace,  grit,  or  gumption  to  compete 
Mr.  John  Alder,  of  Los  Angeles,  and  he  won  in  a  walk 
unopposed.  The  prizes  for  Methodist  women  go  to  Mrs. 
John  E.  Harter,  Grand  Island,  Nebraska,  and  Mrs.  Bess 


Lander,  Wichita. 

Only  one  among  all  the  theological  students  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  took  advantage  of  this 
golden  opportunity,  namely,  Mrs.  Minnie  Mae  Harris,  of 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary.  She  and  her  husband 
have  just  graduated  from  Gammon  and  have  now  gone  to 
their  work  in  the  West  Texas  Conference.  She  is  granted, 
without  competition,  the  first  prize  of  $100  to  theological 
students.  “They  were  both  good  students  and  worthy,” 
says  their  professor. 

Checks  for  all  the  prizes,  signed  in  person  by  Mr. 
Gammons,  have  already  gone  to  every  successful  con¬ 


testant. 


Upper  Mississippi  Conference 


The  Upper  Mississippi  Conference  met  in  its  seven¬ 
teenth  annual  session  in  Evans  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Belzoni,  Miss.,  January  12, 
1927,  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  presiding. 

The  Conference  was  opened  with  the  administration 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper  by  the  bishop,  assisted  by  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  and  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones.  The  service 
was  very  impressive  and  edifjring. 

All  the  members  of  the  Conference  answered  to  the 
roll  except  two;  they  were  detained  by  sickness.  The 
Conference  stood  with  bowed  heads  while  the  names  of 
W.  M.  R.  Lester,  F.  S.  Smith,  A.  E.  Franklin,  and 
S.  M.  McCloud,  who  had  died  during  the  year,  were  called. 
At  the  close  of  the  roll  call  the  Conference  sang,  “There 
is  rest  for  the  weary.” 

B.  F.  Woolfolk  was  re-elected  secretary  for  his  fif¬ 
teenth  year,  and  he  nominated  P.  A.  Lemon,  A.  G.  Cole, 
and  D.  M.  P.  Hazely  his  assistants.  J.  W.  Wesley  was 
re-elected  statistician,  and  he  nominated  D.  E.  McNair, 
J.  L.  Glenn,  D.  D.  Shelly,  D.  D.  Reid,  B.  S.  Pegues,  J.  P. 
Watson,  J.  R.  Little,  and  C.  I.  Ashford  his  assistants. 
J.  W.  Golden  was  re-elected  treasurer,  and  he  nominated 
J.  T.  Cannon,  L.  A.  Armstrong,  J.  R.  Nevils,  J.  W.  Byrd, 
E.  A.  May,  C.  W.  Evans,  and  F.  P.  Leonard  his  assistants. 


Welcome  addresses  wfere  delivered  to  the  Conference 
by.  the  Hon.  N.  W.  Sumerall,  in  behalf  of  the  mayor  of  ^ 
the  city;  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Hook,  for  the  white  churches;^ 
the  Revs.  W.  A.  Reddith,  for  the  Methodist  churches; 
James  A.  G.  Johnson,  for  the  Baptist  churches,  and  Mrs. 

R.  N.  Nunn,  for  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
bishop  responded  to  the  addresses  with  fitting  words. 

Quite  a  number  of  visitors  were  present ;  among  them 
were  Dr.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  extension  secretary  of  Gam¬ 
mon  Seminary;  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  representative  of  the 
Board  of  Pension  and  Relief ;  Dr.  R.  G.  Morris,  secretary 
of  the  rural  work ;  Prof.  R.  H.  McAllister,  business  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate ;  Dr,  G.  C. 
Douglass,  publishing  agent  of  the  Book  Concern;  Dr. 

L.  M.  McCoy,  president  of  Rust  College;  the  Revs.  J.  W. 
Gayden,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  J.  W.  Galliway  and  S.  J. 
Turner,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  reports  of  the  district  superintendents  showed 
an  increase  in  membership,  but  a  little  decrease  in  the 
collections  on  account  of  the  slump  in  the  price  of  cotton. 

W.  N.  Redmond,  having  served  six  years  on  the  Holly 
Springs  District,  came  down.  So  well  did  he  serve  theW 
men  of  his  district  that  P.  R.  Jenkins,  in  behalf  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Holly  Springs  District,  presented  him 
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a  purse  of  $40,  which  was  received  with  words  of  thanks. 
J.  M.  Walton  came  down  from  the  Durant  District ; 

C.  V .  Heffner  were  appointed  district  super- 
^^ntendents  to  the  Holly  Springs  and  Durant  Districts, 
respecUvely.  H.  F.  Bankhead,  Ira  R.  Butler,  Abraham 

L.  Williams,  Richard  H.  Bynum,  and  Charles  A.  Talbert 
were  received  on  trial.  Berry  H.  Ashford,  Sidney  Cathon, 
Famest  O.  Gilmore,  and  Cato  H.  Pierson  were  received 
in  full  connection.  Berry  H.  Ashford,  S.  S.  Brown,  Perry 
R.  Jenldns,  Burrell  L.  Lee,  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  L.  Ross, 

M.  J.  Stallings,  L.  W.  Washington,  and  Cato  H.  Pierson 
were  ordained  elders.  Abraham  L.  Hickman,  Ira  R.  But¬ 
ler,  Daniel  Hunt,  and  Robert  L.  Sweeny  were  ordained 
deacons. 

L.  A.  Armstrong  and  Sidney  Cathon  were  transferred 
to  the  Tennessee  Conference.  E.  A.  Boyd  withdrew  from 
the  church  during  the  year. 

Each  of  the  anniversaries  that  were  conducted  by 
Drs.  E.  M.  Jones,  R.  G.  Morris,  and  L.  M.  McCoy  were 
inspiring  and  edifying.  Dr.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen  delivered 
one  of  his  famous  lectures  Friday  night  on  “Three  Feet 
Make  a  Yard.”  The  Conference  put  itself  behind  Rust 
College  as  never  before.  After  Dr.  McCoy  had  finished 
his  address  on  the  work  and  the  needs  of  Rust,  a  reso- 
,^ution  was  passed  to  raise  this  year  $10,000.  A  collec¬ 
tion  was  taken  and  $302  was  raised  in  a  few  minutes  for 
Rust  College.  , 

Quite  an  interest  was  manifested  in  Gulfside  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  Gammon  Seminary.  Resolutions  were  passed 
urging  each  minister  to  stand  by  Gulfside  Association, 
and  collections  were  taken  to  the  amount  of  $102.50  for 
Gammon  and  $97.85  for  Gulfside  Association. 

The  services  on  Sunday  were  on  a  high  order.  The 
bishop  preached  a  strong,  edifying  sermon  at  eleven 
o  clock  from  Rev.  3.  20,  “Behold  I  stand  at  the  door,  and 
knock:  if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I 
will  come  in  to  him,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with 
me.”  After  the  sermon  the  appointments  were  read.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Stallings 
and  his  good  people  for  the  way  they  cared  for  the  Con¬ 
ference.  The  next  Conference  goes  to  Grenada,  Miss. 
Thus  closes  one  of  the  best  Conferences  held  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Conference. — ^B.  F.  Woolfolk,  Reporter. 

%louston  District  Stewards’  and 
Pastors’  Meeting 

Twenty  of  the  twenty-five  pastors  on  the  Hous¬ 
ton  District,  Texas  Conference,  and  nine  of  the 
district  stewards  met  the  district  superintendent. 
Dr.  J.  S.  Scott,  in  their  annual  meeting  early  in  Decem¬ 
ber  last,  at  Boynton  Chapel  Church,  Houston,  Texas, 
the  Rev.  T.  M.  Jackson,  pastor. 

Questions  involving  various  phases  of  the  work  of 
the  pastor  and  the  church  were  discussed  under  the  fol¬ 
lowing  captions:  “The  Benevolent  Budget,”  J.  H. 
Lovell,  leader;  “Plans  Whereby  We  May  Organize  the 
Methodist  Brotherhood  in  Our  Local  Churches,”  discus¬ 
sion  opened  by  Dr.  J.  Mercer  Johnson;  “The  Chief 
Factors  and  Their  Relative  Value  in  Determining  Pas¬ 
toral  Success,”  opened  by  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Hightower; 
^  What  Changes,  if  Any,  Should  Be  Made  in  the  Evan- 
ipielistic  Program  for  Children  and  Young  People  in  View 
of  Present-Day  Methods  of  General  Education?”  discus¬ 
sion  led  by  Dr.  E.  W.  Kelly,‘and  “Our  Duty  to  the  Board 
of  Pensions  and  Relief,”  discussed  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Fort- 


son.  The  interests  of  Wiley  College,  Grace  Old  Folks* 
Home,  and  Gulfside  Association  were  giv^n  due  consid¬ 
eration  also. 

Among  the  visitors  present  were :  Deaconess  Simpson, 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Cebrun,  district  president  of  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society;  Mrs.  Lillian  Gilmore,  district 
president  of  the  Ladies*  Aid  Society,  and  iMrs.  Adair, 
of  Harrisburg.  A  number  of  the  monbers  of  the  local 
church  were  present  and  served  a  full  and  palatable 
dinner  to  the  entire  delegation. — Reporter. 

Indianapolis  Methodism 

The  episcopal  household  of  the  Indianapolis  Area, 
as  is  its  custom,  sent  to  the  constituency  of  that 
area  its  cheering  Christmas  greeting.  It  was  vi¬ 
brant  with  seasonal  good  will  and  genuine  spiritual  fervor. 

Featuring  the  communication  were  expressions  of 
deeper  conviction  of  the  “genuineness  of  the  accounts  of 
the  birth  and  life  of  Jesus  according  to  the  Scriptures,” 
and  congratulations  on  the  area’s  achievements  during 
the  past  year,  which  record,  if  kept  up  during  this  cur¬ 
rent  year,  according  to  the  report  of  Resident  Bishop 
F.  D.  Leete,  positively  assures  that  the  next  quadrennial 
report  will  be  “one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best,  ever  made 
by  the  workers  in  any  Methodist  field.” 

Facts  are  present  to  confirm  this  sanguine  prediction. 
In  Indianapolis  alone  the  concerted  reGgious  forces  of 
all  denominations  have  swept  forward  with  unprecedented 
impetus  in  evangelism,  educatiox^  financial  and  building 
activities.  Remodeling,  repairing,  and  building  of  new 
churches  during  1926  reached  a  total  of  fully  $2,500,000. 
Methodism  quite  naturally  took  the  initiative  and  com¬ 
manding  position  in  these  achievements. 

Associated  with  the  resident  bishop,  as  superintendent 
of  Indianapolis  District  activities,  is  Dr,  Harry  Andrews 
King,  former  president  of  Clark  University.  The  bishop 
and  he  form  a  formidable  team  for  constructive  achieve¬ 
ment  in  any  Methodist  field.  Sympathetic  and  loyal  co¬ 
operation  of  the  constituency  of  the  area  has  made  doubly 
sure  the  successes  ascribed.  Besides  the  $50,000  World 
Service  monies  reported,  there  was  an  ingathering  of  one 
thousand  souls. 

Specific  material  improvements  refiect  the  high  type 
of  leadership  within  the  area.  Four  new  churches  were 
completed  during  the  year,  and  about  twice  as  many  new 
projects  are  in  process  of  development.  The  former 
are  the  new  $300,000  Irvington  Church;  the  $500,000 
Broadway;  the  $77,000  Roberts  Park,  and  the  $50,000 
East  Tenth  Street  Churches.  Gratifying  progress  is  be¬ 
ing  made  with  the  following:  New  East  Park;  the  North 
Church,  to  cost  $310,000,  foundation  already  laid ;  West 
Michigan  Street,  $230,000,  basement  built ;  Fountain 
Avenue,  and  Garfield  Avenue. 

The  secret  of  this  successful  advanced  program  is 
found  in  two  principal  considerations.  The  one  is  the 
theory  that  the  consolidated  community  church  is  more 
efficient,  and  hence  desirable  socially,  than  a  sporadic 
munber  of  small,  weak  church  units;  the  other  factor  is 
in  the  bishop’s  expressed  conviction.  Said  he: 

“For  my  own  part,  after  many  years  of  study  and 
thought,  I  am  more  confident  than  ever  of  the  genuine¬ 
ness  of  the  accounts  of  the  birth  and  life  of  Jesus.  I 
believe  that  He  came  to  earth  ‘according  to  the  Scrip¬ 
tures.’  I  think  that  if  He  had  come  in  any  other  way 
than  by  a  divine  method.  He  would  have  been  less  divine 
and  would  long  since  have  been  well-nigh  or  quite  for- 
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and  will  be  the  Alumni  Lecturer  in  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary  in  1927. 

He”  is  president  of  the  Board  of  Temperance,  Pro- . 
hibition,  and  Public  Morals  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal* 
Church,  and  chairman  of  General  Commission  of  Army 
and  Navy  Chaplains.  He  has  been  the  official  repre¬ 
sentative  of  his  denomination  in  India,  China,  the  Philip¬ 
pine  Islands,  and  Japan.  He  is  the  author  of  several 
widely  read  books,  including:  “In  the  School  of  Christ,” 
“A  Man’s  Religion,”  and  “Good  Ministers  of  Jesus 
Christ.” 

The  general  theme  of  the  course  is,  ^*That  I  May 
Save  Some.” 

Lecture  I.  Monday,  February  14 — “The  Dominant 
Note.” 

Lecture  II.  Tuesday,  February  16 — “The  Enlarging 
Conception.” 

Lecture  III.  Wednesday,  February  16 — “Methods 
and  Motives.”  • 

Lecture  IV.  Thursday,  February  17 — “Motives  and 
Cost.” 

Lecture  V.  Friday,  February  18.  “The  Living  Per¬ 
sons.” 

« 

It  is  hoped  that  many  of  the  alumni  and  friends  ofi 
the  seminary  will  attend  these  lectures.  A  cordial  in¬ 
vitation  is  extended  to  the  schools  and  churches  of  the 
city  until  room  is  exhausted.  'I'he  front  seats  in  the 
chapel  will  be  reserved  for  Gammon  students. 

“Makers  of  a  New  World 

TN  this  little  book  of  167  pages  under  the  above  title, 
Dr.  J.  S.  Stowell  gives  a 


giri:ten.  With  the  passage  of  each  Christmas  season,  the 
^adness,  the  'glory,  and  the  meaning  of  the  manger- 
cradle,  of  the  virgin  birth,  of  the  sinless  nature,  of  the 
beautiful  life  and  of  the  atoning  death  of  Jesus  Christ 
are  more  firmly  held  in  my  mind  as  the  one  great  com¬ 
fort,  hope,  and  strong  assurance  of  the  hvunan  heart.” 

Such  a  conviction  becoming  the  moving  principle  of 
any  life  and  group  will  work  marvellous  transformation 
and  progress  in  any  set  of  circumstances.  Herein  lie 
the  motivating  force  and  idealism  of  social  progress.  It 
assures  the  advance  of  the  church  of  Christ. 


challenging  statement  and 
thesis  on  the  requisites  of  constructive  personal  char¬ 
acter.  The  great  person  is  he  who  serves  nobly  his  fel¬ 
lows.  By  such  a  standard,  greatness  eludes  barriers  of 
caste,  color,  and  condition.  It  inheres  in  any  who,  in 
the  spirit  of  the  great  Galilean,  moves  among  men  “not 
to  be  ministered  unto  but  to  minister.” 

These  167  pages  tell  in  fresh  language  the  story  of 
twelve  men  who  “sftw  more  clearly  than  others  just  what 
could  be  done,  and  worked  harder  and  gave  more  of  their 
time  and  talent  and  sacrificed  more  personal  comforts 
than  did  their  helpers.”  These  faced  up  to  their  sublimm 
opportunity  for  service,  thus  proving  themselves  definite 
factors  in  the  great  task  of  world  transformation.  As 
in  qualities  of  character,  so  in  doing  the  world’s  work. 
All  necessary  and  noble  work  cannot  be  performed  by 
any  particular  political,  racial,  or  national  group.  The 
world’s  work  is  done  by  that  company  of  noble  pioneers 
which  is  composed  of  a  cross-section  from  every  race 
group.  Civilization  is  a  composite  of  contributions  and 
value  deposits  from  all  those  human  groups  that  have 
lived  and  wrought  for  human  betterment. 

Thus  one  of  these  “Makers  of  a  New  World”  was 
George  Washington  Carver,  a  man  that  is  helping  a  whole 
race  upward  by  his  discoveries  and  knowledge  about 

c  knowledge  is  now  to  be  exploited 
'ganized  commercial  firm  chartered 
to  ‘buy,  sell,  and  deal  in  formulae  and  patented  processes 

and  sundry  products  such 


BISHOP  WILLIAM  F.  MeDOWELL 

Annual  Lecture  Course,  Gam¬ 
mon  Theological  Seminary 

The  Alumni  Lectureship,  sponsored  by  Bishop  R. 

E.  Jones,  D.D.,  of  New  Orleans,  is  honored  this 
year  in  announcing  a  course  by  Bishop  William 
Fraser  McDowell,  DD.,  LL.D.,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  to 
be  given  in  the  chapel  of  Thirkield  Hall,  February  14-18, 

1927,  at  4  P.  M.  of  each  day. 

Bishop  McDowell  is  one  of  the  much  loved  pastors 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  residence,  as 
fixed  by  the  General  Conference,  is  Washington,  D.  C. 

He  is  the  episcopal  administrator  of  Baltimore,  Central 
Pennsylvania,  Washington,  and  Wilmington  Conferences. 

An  Ohioan  by  birth,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Ohio 
Wesleyan,  A.B.,  and  later  received  the  Ph.D.  from  the 
same  school.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Boston  School 
of  Theology  with  the  S.T.B.  degree,  and  has  since  re¬ 
ceived  honorary  degrees  from  Ohio  Wesleyan,  Wesleyan, 

University  of  Denver,  Northwestern  University,  and  the 
University  of  Vermont. 

He  was  ordained  to  the  Methodist  ministry  in  1882, 
and  served  several  churches,  as  pastor  in  Ohio.  He  was 
chancellor  of  Denver  University,  1890-9,  and  was  cor-  through 
responding  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  1899-1904.  He  was  elected  for  the  development  of  various 
bishop  in  1904.  as  food,  dyes,  stains,  paints,  and  other  like  products 

Bishop  McDowell  was  the  Cole  Lecturer  in  Vander-  from  the  sweet  potato,  the  peanut,  the  pecan,  the  okri(^ 
bilt  University  in  1910;  Lyman  Beecher  Lecturer  in  Yale,  and  dandelion ;  the  black  oak,  the  sweet  gum,  the  willow, 

(The  Methodist 


by  Jay  S.  Stowell, 


•“Makers  of  a  New  World, 
Book  Concern.) 
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the  swamp  maple,  and  other  like  native  growths ;  and  also 
from  wood  ashes  and  aU  cUys,  toilet  powdere,  face  creams, 
cleansing  powders,  and  other  like  products.” 

^  Among  other  great  men  listed  in  “Makers  of  a  New 
World”  are  John  F.  Oberlin,  Anthony  Cooper,  Johann 
Pestalozzi,  Stephen  Paxson,  Mary  Lyon,  Anna  H.  Shaw, 
John  Howard,  Louis  Pasteur,  Theodore  Thomas,  Charles 
Steinmetz,  and  Edward  Steiner.  Of  Dr.  Steiner  this 
book  has  this  appraisal:  “His  fame  as  a  lecturer  and 
writer  upon  themes  of  human  brotherhood  had  been  stead¬ 
ily  growing,  and  very  soon  Edward  A.  Steiner  came  to 
stand  for  a  great  American  idea — the  idea  that  under¬ 
neath  the  surface  a  man  is  a  man,  if  he  is  a  man  at  all, 
quite  regardless  of  his  race,  condition,  or  previous  nation¬ 
ality.  Dr.  Steiner  has  insisted  that  we  approach  our 
national  problems  in  a  spirit  of  fraternity  rather  than  of 
prejudice.  He  has  insisted  that  our  immigration  prob¬ 
lem  is  essentially  not  a  political  or  an  economic  but  a 
human  problem,  and  he  has  pleaded  for  understanding 
and  the  brotherly  approach.  He  has  opposed  anti-Sem¬ 
itism,  anti-Catholicism,  anti -Japanese  propaganda,  and 
all  of  the  other  ‘anti*  movements  that  tend  to  set  group 
against  group.  He  has  hoped  and  prayed  that  in  America 
the  Christian  church  might  be  the  means  of  binding  to- 

sAgether  Jew,  Greek,  and  barbarian,  bond  and  free.” 

W  Such  a  book  sets  up  the  right  scale  of  human  values 
and  places  the  emphasis  where  it  belongs.  If  the  new 
world  of  spiritual  idealism  is  to  be  ushered  in  with  all 
of  its  hopeful,  helpful  assurances  of  larger,  richer  life 
for  humanity  it  will  be  through  the  life  and  labors  of 
such  men  as  are  idealized  in  “Makers  of  a  New  World.” 

■  Not  only  will  the  youth  find  it  inspiring  and  informing, 
but  adults  as  well  will  appreciate  the  freshness  of  em¬ 
phasis  herein  put  on  a  fundamental  moral  truth. 


A  Joint  Meeting 

Oj  the  Epworth  League  Institute  Leaders  of  the  Texas 
and  West  Texas  Conferences 

The  outstanding  advance  in  our  Epworth  League 
Institute  work  in  our  two  Texas  Conferences  has 
been  so  pronounced  that  we  are  planning  a  regional 
institute  gathering  for  our  leaders  in  the  work  in  the 
^^exas  and  West  Texas  Conferences  at  Samuel  Huston 
^(College,  Texas,  March  1  and  2. 

The  district  superintendents  of  the  two  Conferences, 
the  deans,  managers,  and  life-work  secretaries  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  institutes,  the  oflScers  of  the  Conference  Epworth 
League  organizations,  the  district  presidents,  presidents 
and  teachers  of  our  schools,  and  other  leaders  are  invited. 

The  Rev.  Blaine  E.  Kirkpatrick,  D.D.,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Epworth  League;  the  Rev.  Merrill  J. 
Holmes,  D.D.,  director  of  institutes,  will  be  present. 

Purpose  of  the  Gathering — Three  questionnaires  are 
being  sent  out — one  to  local  chapters,  one  to  district  or¬ 
ganizations,  and  one  to  the  institute  deans  and  life-work 
secretaries.  The  answers  to  these  will  have  much  to  do 
with  outlining  the  trend  of  the  topics  and  discussions. 

We  are  going  to  Austin  for  a  constructive  inquiry 
and  discussion  helpful  to  progress  in  the  work. 

President  Davis,  of  Samuel  Huston  College,  gladly 
opens  the  doors  of  the  school  for  the  meeting.  The  local 
jpastors  and  churches,  led  by  District  Superintendent  W. 
S.  Edmondson,  have  promised  to  look  after  the  enter¬ 
tainment,  and  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  has  written  a  very 
cordial  letter  of  appreciation  to  the  Central  Office  of 


>  the  Epworth  League,  expressing  his  approval  and  en- 
I  dorsement.  Others  not  named  in  the  pertonniel  list  in¬ 
terested  in  our  youth  question  are  welcome  to  hear  the 
discussions.— Frederick  H.  Butler,  Secretary  Colored 
Work  of  the  Epworth  League,  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago, 
Rlinois. 

t 

The  Rev.  J.  I.  Garrett  Passes 

The  Rev.  J.  I.  Garrett,  one  of  the  pioneer  min¬ 
isters  of  the  Mississippi  Conference,  departed  this 
life  December  16,  1926,  at  his  home,  Yazoo  City, 
Miss.  He  was  born  at  Canton,  Miss.,  September  14, 
1864.  As  a  boy  he  attended  the  schools  of  his  county, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1872  entered  Alcorn  University,  now 
known  as  iUcom  College.  In  1874  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Adelaide  V.  McKeney,  with  whom  he  lived  until  her 
death.  During  the  same  year  he  was  converted  and 
became  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Canton,  Miss.  In  1879  he  was  licensed  to  preach.  He 
joined  the  Conference  at  Aberdeen,  Miss.,  in  1882. 

He  served  the  following  charges:  In  1881  served 
Vicksburg  as  a  supply;  in  1882  was  appointed  to  the 
Vicksburg  charge  as  a  regular  pastor;  1883-1886,  Forest; 
1886-1887,  Granada;  1888-1892,  Benton;  1893,  Rose- 
nith;  1894,  Garlandsville ;  1896-1897,  Bolton;  1898- 
1901,  Fayette;  1902-1904,  Handsboro;  1906-1907, 
Bowerton;  1898,  Florence  and  Jackson,  Pratt;  1909- 
1910,  Bay  St.  Louis;  1911-1912,  Couparie;  1913,  Ed¬ 
ward;  1914,  Harriston;  1916,  Hattiesburg  Mission; 
1916-1917,  Enterprise. 

He  was  once  elected  delegate  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence;  was  treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Conference  for 
more  than  eij^t  years.  *  ^ 

He  was  four  times  elected  delegate  to  the  National 
Republican  Convention;  was  four  times  appointed  to  rep¬ 
resent  Mississippi  in  the  National  Republican  League; 
was  chairman  of  the  Fifth  Congressional  District  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  for  twelve  years;  and  was  chairman 
of  the  Yazoo  County  Executive  for  twelve  years. 

He  leaves  a  wife,  one  .son,  one  daughter,  one  sister, 
and  many  relatives  and  friends  to  mourn  his  passing. 
His  funeral  took  place  from  St.  Stephen  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  His  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Yazoo 
City  cemetery.  The  Rev.  M.  P.  Johnson  officiated. 

Twenty  Neediest  Mission  Cases 

( Continued  from  page  8^. ) 

undertaken  to  raise  a  total  of  $23,000  towards  the  cost 
(about  $46,000)  of  this  enterprise.  Of  this  amount, 
$3,000  is  now  needed. 

^  Alicante  School,  Spain  ($3,000). — Methodism  has  in 
Alicante  a  day  school  of  600,  a  high  school  of  40,  a  Sun¬ 
day  school  of  700,  and  an  active  Methodist  church.  This 
is  our  most  successful  educational  enterprise  in  Europe. 
The  growing  institution  has  needed  larger  quarters,  and  a 
new  home  has  been  built.  The  board  promised  to  secure 
$16,000  towards  the  total  cost.  Seven  thousand  and  two 
hundred  dollars  of  this  amount  is  still  unpaid;  one  half 
of  it  is  asked  this  year. 

Missionary  Residence,  StUning,  West  China  ($1,000). 
—A  modest  home  in  a  healthful  outskirt  of  the  city  is 
to  replace  an  old  home  in  one  of  the  filthiest  streets  of  a 
filthy  city— a  danger  spot  in  which  one  missionary  family 
with  four  children  has  lived  for  nineteen  years.  The  home 
will  cost  $3,400. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IvmvAnovAi.  Snn 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


and  In  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  And  dlare- 
speet  with  impunity  for  the  laws  of  the  home 
means  later  wrespeet  for  the  laws  of  so¬ 
ciety  and  of  God.  Children  should  be  obe¬ 
dient;  but  parents  should  also  be  reasonabkj^ 
and  Just  in  their  requirements.  Hie  geauine^l 
Christian  home  or  family  is  a  miniature  ^ 
heaven — at  times,  at  least. 

SAX  HUSTOir  OOUJMB. 


MAKING  OUR  HOMES  CHRISTIAN 


FIRST  QUARTER.  LESSON  VII.  FEBRUARY  18 


Bertptmrs  Ltt$on — Eph.  5.  20  to  6.  4. 

Our  lessons  for  the  quarter  have  thus  far 
been  concerned  chiefly  with  Christian  char¬ 
acter,  with  w^t  the  true  Christian  is  in 
himself — ^wlth  the  Christian’s  private  life  and 
attitude.  Incidentally  we  have  had  to  say 
something  about  the  Christian’s  social  life 
and  conmict  But  for  the  remainder  of  the 
quarter  our  lessons  will  be  chiefly  concerned 
with  what  the  Christian  does,  ^th  him  in 
action — ^with  Ids  social  life  and  attitude.  His 
private  life  is  the  basis  of  his  social  life.  'The. 
subject  of  the  former  lessons  could  have  been, 
“The  Fundamentals  of  Christian  Character,” 
while  the  subject  of  those  to  follow  msy 
well  be,  “ChrirtlsnlBing  the  Social  Order.” 
The  social  order  conmrises  various  institu¬ 
tions  and  groups.  But  it  is  everywhere 
agreed  that  the  primary  social  JP^onp  i*  tl>c 
family.  The  bennnlng  of  the  Chrisnanising 
of  tihe  social  order  then  is  with  the  family. 
And  family  is  used  in  the  narrow  sense — as 
includinu  relatives  such  as  father,  mother, 
and  children  comprising  the  same  tousebold. 
If  the  family  is  Christianised,  what  will  be 
the  relation  and  attitudes  obtaining  among 
its  members  one  toward  the  other? 

Hutbamd  emd  Wtf0.  One  reason  why  the 
Roman  Catholics  began  the  practice  of  for¬ 
bidding  the  cler^  to  marrv  was  that  their 
interests  may  not  be  divided  between  a  fam¬ 
ily  and  tbe  church.  They  are  to  be  wedded 
to  the  church,  as  Paul  says  that  Christ  is 
wedded  to  it  in  a  mysterious  way  (Eph. 
0.  ra).  Of  course,  there  is  more  against  such 
a  practice  as  a  rde  than  in  favor  of  it,  ex¬ 
cept  when  it  is  purely  voluntary.  But  it 
is  possible  that  some  other  interests  may  take 
the  place  of  and  practically  destroy  our  nor- 
DDud  interests  in  conjugal  relationship — 
though  such  a  destruction  may  not  be  for 
tbe  best  in  tbe  case  of  a  normal  man.  But 
tbe  flgnre  of  Christ  and  the  church  is  a  very 
apt  one;  and  we  shall  have  more  of  it  in 
our  next  lesson.  Chtistian  teaching  every¬ 
where  assumes  that  every  normal  man  and 
woman  will  desire  to  be  married  and  to  be¬ 
come  parents.  It  seeks  not  to  abate  this  de¬ 
sire  (with  the  possible  exception  of  1  Cor.  7. 
1,  8.  20^),  but  rather  to  correct  certain 
flagrant  abuses  frequently  resulting  from  it, 
sudi  as  marrying  for  anything  than  because 
of  love.  ^Eleven-tenths  of  the  discords  and 
severance  of  conjual  rdationships  is,  in  the 
flnal  analysis,  to  marrying  more  from  lust, 
flnanrial  contiderations,  or  desire  for  social 
prestige  t^n  from  love.  One  knows  that 
tte  Greek  word  which  tbe  apostle  uses  for 
love  denotes  tbe  strongest  possible  love,  even 
if  he  had  not  added--ao«»  a$  kimaalf. 

The  modem  woman  may  take  excmtion  to 
tbe  apostle’s  admonition  that  she  /sor  her 
husband.  But  doubtless  he  means  some  such 
fear  as  the  true  Christian  has  for  God — 
reverence  and  adoration,  or  fear  that  she  may 
diralease  him — such  fear  as  only  tbe  true 
husband  who  loves  aright,  deserves.  And 
notwithstanding  the  great  change  in  the 
status  of  woman,  wrought  by  her  compara- 
tivdy  recent  inteUectnal,  social,  economic, 
and  political  emancipation,  we  are  fully  per¬ 
suaded  that  the  average  modem  woman  is 
still  willing  and  desirous  to  adore  the  right 
type  of  a  man  wbo  deserves  her  “fear” — 
though  there  are  exceptions  now  as  there  al¬ 
ways  were.  Tbe  chief  change  which  her 
emancipation  has  wrought  in  her  attitude  to¬ 
ward  her  husband  is  that  because  of  her  so- 
status  many  a  wife  formerly  feigned 
such  reverence  mvoluntarily  towara  an  un¬ 
deserving  man,  but  now  she  offers  it  volun¬ 
tarily  to  tbe  deserving  man  and  deliberately 
wtthtKfl^  it  from  the  husband  whom  she 
considers  undeserving.  'The  emancipation  of 
woman  has  made  her  free  to  execute  the  re¬ 
sentment  of  her  husband’s  attitude  and  con¬ 


duct  which  she  formerly  felt,  but  dared  not 
express.  Where  tbe  husband  loves  aright 
and  the  wife  “fears”  aright,  conjugal  rdations 
lose  all  their  cheapness  and  secmar^  and 
become  hlgUy  spiritual  and  sacred.  Then  it 
is  truly  a  Christian  union,  no  matter  whether 
each  member  of  the  union  is  a  professing 
Christian  or  not;  and  where  this  does  not 
obtain,  it  is  not  a  trae  Christian  union,  even 
though  both  members  are  professing  Chris¬ 
tians. 

Par0nt$  and  Children.  Every  couple  should 
get  married  with  the  hope  of  becoming  par¬ 
ents.  Without  such  willingness  hardfy  has 
the  marriage  been  consecrated  by  Christ. 
Now  parents  are  responsible  to  society* as 
well  as  to  the  Lord  for  their  children.  They 
are  to  nurture  and  discipline  the  child  in  the 
admonition  of  the  Lord.  'That  is,  as  soon  as 
he  is  far  enough  developed  to  begin  the  prac¬ 
tice,  they  are  to  begin  teaching  him  Chris¬ 
tian  principles  and  to  establish  him  in  the 
proper  attitude  toward  God,  the  heavenly 
Father.  But  to  do  this  they  must  practice 
Christian  principles  and  exemplify  God  before 
him  in  the  home.  For  his  earliest  and  prob¬ 
ably  most  lasting  conception  of  God  will  be 
determined  larguy,  not  by  what  be  is  orally 
taught,  but  by  what  he  experienced  througn 
Us  relation  with  his  earthly  parents.  If  they 
are  strict  or  lax,  loving  or  terrifying,  so  will 
be  his  conception  of  God.  No  wonder  it  is 
so  difScult  to  make  any  effective  appeal  to 
ma^  young  people  by  emphasising  the  love 
of  Go^  and  so  relatively  easy  to  appeal  to 
their  emotion  of  fear  I  And  no  wonder  so 
many  think  it  so  easy  to  make  things  “all 
right”  with  God  after  wilfully  violating  His 
accepted  laws  I  If  every  Christian  parent 
were  to  act  persistently  and  consistently  to¬ 
ward  his  children  as  he  thinks  the  heavenly 
Father  ought  to  act  toward  him,  we  would 
certainly  have  better  children. 

And  although  he  is  a  child,  he  has  rights 
which  his  parents  are  duty  bound  to  respect; 
and  there  should  be  laws  of  the  home  which 
the  child  should  be  duty  bound  to  respect. 
Therefore  he  is  neither  to  be  provoked  to 
wrath  by  cruel  parents  nor  spoiled  by  over- 
lax  ones.  In  the  home  the  child  is  being 
prepared  for  citisenshlp  in  society  at  large 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lbssoit  fob  SuimAT,  Fbbbuabt  18,  1927 
Even  ae  Chriet  loved  the  ehureh  and  gave 
Mnuelf  for  it. 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  dearest  place  on  earth  is  tbe  home. 
Here  centers  sill  loves,  all  hopes,  all  Joys. 

It  is  the  whole  of  life.  Outside  the  home  we 
only  give  expression  of  what  we  are  in  the 
home.  The  richest  manifestation  of  God’s 
love  is  the  love  of  Christ  for  the  church.  It 
is  best  typifled  on  earth  by  the  love  a  true 
husband  snould  have  for  his  wife  wUeh,  if 
in  a  marriage  approved  by  heaven,  is  most 
beautiful  in  its  likeness  to  Christ. 

In  heathen  lands  the  husband  and  father 
is  the  master  and  often  a  very  cruel  one, 
wives  and  children  being  his  serfs  or  prop¬ 
erty.  Homes  in  many  lands  are  but  prismu. 
This  is  true  in  much  of  India  and  in  the 
Mohammedan  world.  The  poor  in  many  lands 
are  sheltered  with  the  cattle,  and  home  life 
is  on  a  very  low  plane.  Christianity  changes 
all  this,  for  it  is  to  make  this  world  a  larger 
home  that  Jesus  came,  and  tbe  whole  chun^M 
is  in  the  sense  of  love  and  confldence  “Tt!^ 
bride,  the  Lamb’s  wife.” 

The  greatest  need  in  the  heathen  world 
is  the  Christian  home.  One  of  the  neatest 
values  of  the  missionary  is  the  famuy  and 
home  life  as  an  object  lesson  to  those  who 
have  never  known  such.  Said  a  Japanese 
gentleman  who  bad  been  travelling  in  Amer¬ 
ica,  “What  Japan  needs  most  is  Christian 
homes.”  In  these  days  of  erase  for  the , 
“movies,”  the  auto,  and  other  attractions 
which  break  in  so  largely  to  home  life  we 
might  well  say,  what  America  needs  is  tbe 
revival  of  the  Christian  home. 

Child  life  can  only  be  nurtured  into  God¬ 
likeness  in  the  Christian  home.  The  children 
of  many  lands  have  no  carefree  childhood 
experience.  The  superstitions  of  their  people 
flu  tbe  young  lives  with  fear  and  dread. 
Early  and  loveless  marriages  destroy  every 
hope  of  happy  home  life,  and  prematore  ag^ 
destroys  the  springs  of  youth  and  they  are 
the  victims  of  an  early  and  Christless  passing 
to  dark  uncertainties.  How  we  should  love 
our  homes  and  make  them  lighthouses  in  this 
world  I 


OAXMON  SEXINABT. 


Epworth  League  Topic 


FEBRUARY  18 


By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 


MISSION  STUDY 


The  Advancing  Church,  Chapter  IV 
Our  Templed  Hills,  Chapter  IV 


We  spoke  the  last  time  about  the  problem 
which  the  cl^  presents  to  Christianity.  Let 
us  think  to-day  about  the  rural  problem. 

Waete  In  the  Rural  Church,  My  career  as 
a  teacher  was  begun  in  a  country  school.  Let 
me  remark  incidentally  that  I  would  be^ 
there  again  if  I  had  to  do  it  over.  The 
country  is  the  place  where  all  your  Ingenuity 
and  resourcefulness  will  be  tested.  I  know 
the  rural  school  and  I  know  tbe  rural  church. 
As  I  think  of  tbe  churches  in  the  small  towns 
and  country  places  where  I  used  to  teach, 
I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that  there 


There  was  no  attempt  at  Sunday  school  ex¬ 
cept  on  tbe  morning  of  preaching  Sunday. 
I  offered  to  conduct  a  Sunday  school  even 
Sunday,  but  because  I  had  not  been  baptised 
by  immersion  I  could  not  qualify.  It  was  a 
Baptist  church.  'The  service  of  such  a  church 
as  that,  in  my  Judgment,  is  niL  I  have  been 
to  services  there  mi  cold  Sundays.  I  can  see 
the  picture  nowt  An  old,  rusty  wood  beater 
sits  about  tbe  middle  of  tbe  room.  Some  of 
the  sealous  brethren  have  gone  out  into  tbe 
woods  hard  by  and  brought  in  some  old, 
rotten,  crooked  logs  that  are  alive  with  ants 
and  bugs.  An  indifferent  Are,  Just 


was  little  good  done  by  them.  In  one  com¬ 
munity  where  I  taught  down  in  south  Texas,  ••warm  enough  to  heat  up  the  bugs  and 
they  had  church  once  a  month.  The  people  roars  solemnly  in  the  old  stove.  An 
did  not  see  the  preacher  except  on  preaching  brother,  wbo  has  neither  gifts  nor  graces 
days.  The  only  part  of  the  church  house  leads  the  song  and  prayer  service  that  pro* 
they  saw  during  the  interim  was  the  outside,  cedes  the  sermon.  The  veins  in  his  neck 


aboi^^ 

ant^l 

D  oM 


w 
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tniMlcM  ruhl<^  1  v^Stwileswless  Necklebew  Mid  LewU  Wrigfat  were  elected 

Bye  and  bye  the  miniater  aaceS  the*;:;.  SSSrSft’thJ  ^  Mary 

tnun.  He  haa  a  big  chicken  cemetery  and  forward.Iook]nff  v/Mina>  Mnnid>»  T%e»>«ui  ™  ?'  ®l®cted  to  and  ordained  a 

I  a  big  voice.  Knowing  that  I  aiThetTac^?  W*'  I  ^J^oneaa.  W«.  J.  Joh^n  and  R.  M.  Hard^ 


at  le^  have  g^  company,  if  the  tempera-  consecrated  ^MclSa  ^X^raral^^^a^d  ropemumerary  Hat 

ture  ia  hot”  What  a  deiiening,  allenktog  the  rawlKC*  mSt  he^JSL  (^^erence  achool-6eorge  R.  ^th 

influence  anch  a  church  service  as  that  must  These  two  institntioiiB  Sedalla,  Ho.— was  brought  before  ns 

have  ^  on  the  childreni  No  wonder  t”y  nS  Uflao  ^  “  J-  “®*^*7*  a'delegate  for 

lose  their  Intereat  In  the  church!  I  had  ih  worfd  not  have  to  go  to^  from  the  Centraf  Miaaouri^nfer- 

my  school  each  day  the  brlght^iyed.  alert-  sion  and  Inatrarti™  'nSf  “o^«*  tt>*t  the  district 


my  each  day  the  bright-eyed,  alert-  sion  and  inatmctira  tS  S,  /'  t  T*»e  Conference  moved  that  the  district 

minded  boya  and  girls  of  that  c^^unlty.  this  will  nd^^w^p  Topsy-SlS^lt  miJrt  £  t®  co-operate 

My.  how  they  could  sing  1  How  I  used  to  want  hand-pIckcS  S^toedf  an^^£  *  "  ^  ^  ^  Missouri  Conference  In  the 

to  form  them  Into  a  choir  for  the  church!  v-/w)Z  rebuilding  the  school. 

More  ^n  twenty-five  years  have  passed  since  ,pnr  .  ®®«“«“«  ot  the  votes  for  the  seat  of 

I  taught  in  that  community,  but  sometimes  wOTk^n  **  ***!•“«  J?5!i  ““?u  Annual  Conference  gave  Ardmore, 

even  now  I  can  bear  one  of  the  children’s  communltlea.  There  ia  a  twenty-sixth  session.  Instead  df 

songs  floating  in  over  the  mystic  radio  of  ®P*®*®*  department  charged  with  the  rural  four  districts,  we  made  three,  giving  the  State 

memory.  B^t  there  wiSS  n^plal^e  for  me  ®'  OW«i*®n*a  to  the  Rev.^^ffi 

and  those  children  in  that  church  program.  the^^Troils* Rm*C^  “Where  ^  usual,  Sunday  was  a  glorious  day!  A 

Tka  ^roi  Problem.  The  church  I  have  rejo?^  the  bo«d  Aefl  aW  splendid  Sunday  school  wSs  conduct^  by 

described,  I  believe  to  be  typical.  It  ia  tirpical  openers  there  Mrs.  E.  G.  Hyde,  a  faithful  and  hard-working 

as  to  the  Infrequency  of  tW  church  s«vice.  f«rt  waS 

pintually  thrilling.  The  bishop  preached  a 
fine  sermon  and,  in  a  moat  impressive  way, 
T  •  1  A  1  fk  conducted  the  ordination  service  in  the  after- 

L-iincoln  Annual  Conference  P"Re^s"A!*MoS^l?rSS*mta^^ 

TAMuX^’fotl^ ^  Missions  and  Church  Extension;  R.  I.  Pan-  ^o^^^^by^thT ^ 

St  ®  u*"  S?t^“l“*®“»ry  from  Musafforpur,  India;  E.  them  best.  The  Rcts.  Joseph  B.  Ph^M 

WIcW^iL  xis  51-  aitdMr.  r!  H.  T.  B.  O’ViUe,  and  G.  G.  Logan  Mao  brS 

Btrllcin^Iv  *"  several  instances  McAllister,  business  manager  of  the  South-  strong  gospel  messages  to  us.  ^ 

people  cooperating— to  have  hensive  ecclesiastical  statesman’s  grasp^ratiw  DteWc^Lillcrf*”  *^®<*y  Mountain 

everything  in  readiness  for  his  ministerial  situation  there,  and  has  worked  rat  n  nme-  ^*®trict,  Lincoln  Conference,  spent  Friday, 
guests,  with  admirable  success.  ti^d  and  “0*0/0*  nro^^  fS  thra,^  She^erd  MeS 

After  Tuesday’s  examinations  by  the  Board  The  Revs  B  O’Ville.  A  A  Tnlann'  nnA  Church,  Manhattan,  planning  a  vigorous 

*®..’>«*'‘  a  message_  from  the  scribe  ence.  The  Revs.  F.  J.  Brvant.  Afrle«n  Meth.  r  J?  .T'  ®*?t®">  *  transfer 


gave  a  help- 
He  stressed 


our  resident  bishVp  of  the  oi^WonA;;^  becamT  orwito  us.  B®®k®r.  gave 

arrived  on  the  minute  and  opened  the  devo-  The  Rev.  Wm  Preston  Johnson  a  sfnd»  ♦  ^Phe  Three  Fires.”  He  stressed 

tion  ^ur  ^th  the  predominating  spirit  of  in  Gammon  Thwlo^al  imteary  wm^S*  B*j"*S,nra^“*^*^ 

the  Holy  Ghost.  CaUing  the  four  district  mlttcd  on  trial  and  ordained  a  deacon  ^nder  r  /  elected  district  representa- 

superintendents— the  Revs.  G.  Sterling  Saw-  the  Seminary  Rule  Th*  ‘IT  Conference  claimants,  and  made  a 

yer,  Gutorie;  H.  T.S.  Johnson,  Muskogee;  was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  Confer-  Brakef  ^f**’**^'*'  ¥”V  ®* 

B.  R.  Booker,  Rocky  Mountain,  and  D.  T.  ence.  The  Revs  Jessie  B  AnaHn  >n<i  Arfknw  « ****  x  Junior  Epworth  League 

Franklin,  Topeka— they,  with  the  pastor,  im-  Cox  were  continued  In^'the  stuiH^  oP^l  Sit!S2ft"of  “  toterestlng  talk  on  tte 
pressively  admlnisterea  the  Lord’s*^Supper.  first  year.  The  r“.  Geor«  Jdnw  wm  Id  S  tXe?  Owing  to  long  distances 

The  organisation  of  this  body  was  per-  vance^  to  the  stores  T^he  sXnd  vear'  f°”i,  m  Mountain  District, 

fected  as  follows:  the  Rev.  G.  F.  Tipton,  sec-  The  Revs.  Lester  Faulkner  and  J  O  !®  J®*^  f**™*  group  meetings  in  the 

retaiT.  who  selected  the  Revs.  M.  W.  Clair,  ard  werl  conthmed  in^  second  ye^^^  r  “ 

Jr  ieroy  Fields,  and  S.  H.  Johnson,  assist.:  The  Rev.  L.  F  Scott  wasToKed  in  the  £«ra  Man- 

ants;  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Curtis,  statistician — ^his  third  year.  The  Revs.  R.  M  Hardiman  and  eiirht  minis!  *5**  Colorado  brings.  The 
assistants  were  the  Revs.  S.  L.  Deas  and  E.  J.  Moore  were  advanced  to  eight  ministers  and  one  laywoman  present  ar- 

J.  O.  Murphy;  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Stripling,  treas-  year.  The  Rev  G  C  Coon'er  was  mntinmxi  *®ge<i  to  have  a  series  of  evangemtic  meet- 

urer,  called  to  his  aid  the  Revs.  W.  M.  Meals,  to  the  fourth  year  The  Rev  R  P  Ivlins  ““session,  going  the  round  of  charges 

^ohfsonTTff%a1foT  p^ZaS  fsZ  ftud^^nl  wreleSid  fo^  to -me^^Zular  de^aZ^^^^ 


Our  welcome  to  Wichita  was  in  the  spirit 
of  brethren  and  in  the  likeness  of  God.  We 
received  a  sixfold  welcome,  coming  from  the 
Council  of  Churches,  through  Dr.  Ross  W. 
Sanderson;  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  by  W.  L.  Hutch¬ 
erson,  executive  secretary;  the  educators,  by 
Prof.  F.  C.  West;  the  Ministerial  League 
sent  in  the  Rev.  B.  L.  Marchant,  president; 
the  Methodist  Meeting,  personified  in  Dr.  W. 
E.  McCoy;  and  the  city,  represented  by  the 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Epworth  League  had  a  coal  rally  Sunday 

Are  Doing  whSfX 

illy  for  the  painting  of  our  church  and  nar-  Txrttui _ _ x.x  .  *  r"® 


mayor’s  p^oxy.  6win7  to^deTentfo^^  rallTfrthf  na'i;;^.^  T  third  Sunday  a^ernoon  In 

Dr.  H.  T.  S.  Johnson  ly  sickness.  Dr.  G.  G.  slnagl  anJ  7or  th^e  rcZir'^r’il,?^  P"'  P™®®hed  two  wonder* 

Logan  was  called  extemporaneously  for  a  Z  the  same,  ful  sermons  on  a  recent  Sunday. — Renorter. 


L^gan  was^’  c^aU^dTxt^m;^^^^^^^^^  St  cZUuteZv 

response,  which  he  did  with  the  known  ability  h?  w£  x“  x**/'*®.”**!’ 


I  g- — wwasu^g  — 

II  sermons  on  a  recent  Sunday.— Reporter. 
Memphi$,  Tann.— Bethel  Methodist  Episco- 


Dr.  Logan.  *0,0  ;;;’  ‘wciiuo,  90a;  loiai  raiseo,  — neuiei  Methodist  Episco- 

The  Revs.  LeRov  Woolrich  district  suoer-  ®  proml  of  our  newly  painted  P®1  Church  is  working  with  renewed  Interest 

tendent  St.  Lou^s  District  Sntrll  Mis-  appreciate  “"der  tlm  leai^ship  of  its  pastor  Rev. 

•  -  —  - -  _  .  what  has  been  given  by  all. — Lewis  Brown,  L.  Nelson.  The  spirit  of  progress  is  seen 

Renorter.  and  telf  In  _ i  r  . 


intendent  St.  Louis  District,  Central  Mis¬ 
souri  Conference;  M.  L.  McKay,  Centennial 
Church,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  same  Conference; 
F.  P.  Fielding,  Anchorage,  Ky.,  Lexington 
Conference,  and  J.  E.  Douglas,  W.  B.  John- 

_ 1  W  WWV  »W _  .ax  ^  m  ■ 


Reporter 


J  -  -  - -r  — X'»vgaa,00  ID  DC^J 

xeponer.  and  felt  in  every  department  of  the  church. 


jhowed^UKMgH  l.bor.  .,d  In  no,  p™p.rto,  £  „  ,o  clnf.J«  Jh 

Drs.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  Board  of  Home  the*leaders*hip  of  Sister°&gia*MTtchIu”^^^^  S-dTng 'IdlSLIirJZ.'S^^^ 
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became  lively  around  the  church.  Santa  Claus 
remembered  Dr.  Woolfolk  and  family  niody, 
Tbe  Sunday  school,  under  the  leadership  of 
Bro.  J.  H.  McGowan,  rendered  a  nice  pro¬ 
gram  Sunday  morning,  December  26.  Tha 
subject  discussed  was,  “Why  are  we  happjH 
on  Christmas?”  After  the  program  the  cur¬ 
tains  were  drawn  and  there  stoM  a  beautiful 
Christmas  tree  laden  with  fruits  and  candies. 
At  the  eleven  o’clock  service  the  iunior  choir 
had  charge  of  the  services,  and  they  sang  to 
the  delight  of  the  congregation.  The  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  held  their  St.  John 
service  at  three  o’clock.  Dr.  Woolfolk 
preached  the  sermon  and  it  was  said  by  some 
of  the  oldest  Masons  in  Beaumont  to  have 
been  one  of  the  best  sermons  and  one  of  the 
greatest  services  they  have  ever  witnessed. 
A  Christmas  pageant,  “He  That  Cometh,” 
was  rendered  at  7.80  P.  M.,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Mrs.  E.  C.  Gordon,  chorister,  and 
Miss  Ruth  Grimstead,  organist.  Dr.  E.  O. 
Woolfolk  preached  an  able  sermon  on  watch 
night,  and  on  Sunday,  January  2,  St.  James 
was  crowded  from  pulpit  to  door.  Two  hun¬ 
dred  and  ilinety-two  communed.  Trtily  every¬ 
thing  is  moving  along  nicely  at  St.  James. 
Pastor  and  members  are  working  together. 
The  Rev.  Woolfolk  is  bringing  things  to  pass 
at  St.  James. — O.  B.  Gibson,  Recor^g  Stew¬ 
ard. 

Hut. — St.  James  Methodist  Epis- 


in^  dark  future.  Tbe  twenty-live  members 
of  this  mission  were  saying,  “We  have  reached 
the  limit.”  Other  church  of  different  de¬ 
nominations  in  this  community  were  saying, 
“They  have  reached  tbe  end.” 

On  his  first  visit  to  this  church.  Brother 
MarUn  found  a  cluttered  auditorium,  impro¬ 
vised  windows,  a  smoking  stove  with  only  two 
joints  of  pipe  surrounded  by  the  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  and  three  scholars,  and 
this  on  a  cold  December  day.  Four  Sundays 
passed  before  a  regular  service  could  be  held. 
Following  this  service,  the  next  week  an  o£B- 
cial  board  meeting  was  held,  in  which  the 
following  forward  program  for  the  year  was 
outlined  by  the  pastor  and  adopt^  unani¬ 
mously  by  the  officials:  (a)  Cancellation  of 
old  debt,  (b)  Completion  of  church  building, 
(c)  Reorganization  of  Sunday  school  and 
other  auxiliaries,  (d)  Increased  membership, 
(e)  Increased  benevolent  and  other  givings. 


copal  Church  without  a  doubt  is  one  of  the 
nisrr  j  n  >  z»nr«r  leading  charges  in  the  Upper  Mississippi 

REV.  A.  E.  MARTIN  Conference.  The  record  for  1926  has  been 

helpers  is  due  largely  to  the  initiative  and  tr^endously  good, 
leadership  of  Brother  Martin  and  his  faithful  "  * 

In  addition  to  his  regular  office  work 
for  the  Stewart  Foundation  in  Gammon 
Seminary,  and  the  church  work  mentioned 


1.  Everybody,  seemingly, 
had  the  work  of  the  church  at  heart.  Thm 
auxiliaries  have  been  busy  and  did  much  ifl 
helping  the  trustees  carry  on  the  financial 
work  of  the  church.  All  World  Service  col¬ 
lections  have  been  paid,  and  the  incidental 
expense  of  the  church  kept  up.  Quite  a 
handsome  sum  was  raised  for  the  church 
debt  on  Easter  Sunday.  The  loyal  members 
of  the  church  have  been  very  nice  to  the 
pastor  and  family.  Hospitality  reigns  su¬ 
preme.  Upon  our  arrival  here  we  were  wel¬ 
comed  with  a  big  reception,  followed  by  a 
storm  of  choice  groceries  of  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds.  Throughout  the  year  the  pas¬ 
tor  and  family  have  been  royally  entertained 
at  different  homes,  and  have  had  some  very 
nice  gifts  given  to  them.  Under  the  wise 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Bessie  Logan  Clay,  in 
August,  we  were  greatly  favored  with  elec¬ 
tric  lights  in  every  room  of  the  parsonage 
and  also  the  front  and  back  porches.  The 
greatest  revival  in  the  history  of  the  church 
was  conducted  in  September.  The  Rev.  J. 
W.  Golden  was  with  us,  and  Amory  was 
stirred  as  never  before.  Forty  converts  and 
accessions  were  added  to  the  church.  In 
November  another  effort  for  the  church  debt 
was  put  on,  and  several  hundred  dollars  was 
raised.  With  all  of  the  year’s  work  and 
business  of  the  church  wound  up,  the  goo^ 
members,  under  the  leadership  of  Siston 
Daisy  Bradley  and  Marjorie  Brandon,  ga^ 
the  pastor  a  nice  suit  of  clothes  and  he  left 
for  the  Annual  Conference  all  smiles.  We 
heartily  thank  the  members  and  friends  of 
St.  James  Church  for  all  that  they  have  done 
for  us  since  being  in  Amory.  Mty  the  Lord 
ever  bless  these  good  people. — The  Rev.  J. 
M.  Marsh,  Pastor;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Marsh,  Re- 

Manhall,  Mo. — Sweet,  consoling,  and  com¬ 
forting  in  memory — this  is  the  effect  of  major 
doings  of  North  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  during  the  month  of  December,  1926. 
The  church  school  rendered  a  very  appropri¬ 
ate  program  Christmas  Eve,  to  the  delight 
of  a  goodly  number  of  Sunday-school  pupils 
and  friends.  A  Christmas  tree  was  beauti¬ 
fully  decorated  with  nice  little  tokens  of  re¬ 
membrance.  Sunday  night  marked  the  giv¬ 
ing  of  a  very  remarkable  program  given  out 
through  the  Epworth  League  quarterly.  The 
time  was  limited,  but  by  an  unusual,  pains¬ 
taking  effort,  our  splendid  choir — Mrs.  Ro¬ 
berta  Watson,  president,  and  Mrs.  Dr.  W.  H. 
Madison,  chorister — ^brought  to  a  large,  ap- 
Beaumont,  Texat . —  December  81,  1926,  preciative  audience  appropriate  songs,  a 
closed  out  a  great  year’s  work  at  St.  James  dramatization  of  Mary  and  Joseph  and  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Thanksgiving  Babe  in  the  manger;  shepherds  abiding  ca 
Day  was  observed  in  gfreat  style.  The. cafe-  the  hills  of  Judea;  the  star,  and  the  thr4 
teria  was  operated  by  the  auxiliaries  of  the  wise  men.  In  was  indeed  sacred  and  inw 
church,  the  Rev.  Woolfolk  acting  as  captain-  pressive.  Watch  meeting  will  live  long  to 
general.  Sixty-nine  dollars  was  realized  from  our  memory.  Two  or  more  expressed  a  dfr 
the  sale  of  dinners.  On  December  28  things  sire  to  return  to  the  church.  The  Woman^ 


(f)  Co-operation  with  other  churches  for 
community  betterment.  wife. 

In  carrying  out  this  forward  program  the 
church  was  able  to  report  to  the  recent  At- 
done  at  spare  times,  often  at  night  by  pastor  above,  he  has  also  carried  full  senior  college 
and  members.  With  new  windows,  beautiful  work  and  more  during  the  first  half  of  the 
lanta  Annual  Conference  an  increase  of  more  year,  was  editor-in-chief  of  the  Premier  Edi- 
than  300%  in  their  total  giving  over  any  tion  of  the  Crogman  Cycle — an  annual  pub- 
previous  year.  This  report  comprised  the  fol-  lished  by  the  students  of  Clark  University  at 
lowing  items:  World  Service,  ^5;  Clark  Uni-  a  cost  of  $1,400— and  a  member  of  the  Var- 
versity  endowment,  $10;  other  benevolences,  slty  Debating  Team.  Several  attractive  in- 
$12;  district  superintendent,  $40;  current  ex-  ducements  have  been  offered  him  to  join  the 
pense,  $40;  old  debt,  ^8;  improvements,  $600;  Atlanta  Conference,  but  it  seems  the  Dela- 
pastor,  $300— total,  $1,062.  ware  Conference  has  such  a  strong  hold  on  his 

To-day  they  have  a  church  practically  com-  affections  that  they  have  thus  far  fallen  on 
plete  in  every  detail.  Much  of  the  work  was  deaf  ears.  Having  spent  more  than  seven 
dectric-light  fixtures,  a  set  of  sturdy  pulpit  years  in  the  schools  in  Atlanta  preparing  for 
furniture,  carpet  on  aisles,  building  painted  service,  and  at  the  same  time  serving  wherever 
within  and  without,  a  membership  increased  possible,  and  coming  in  contact  with  the  best 
83%,  an  enrollment  of  forty-two  in  Sunday  in  thought  and  life  in  these  schools  and  the 
school  and  twenty-one  in  Junior  League,  a  Conference,  his  success  is  assured  wherever 
strong  Willing  Workers’  Club  of  women,  they  called  to  serve.— J.  W.  Queen,  Supt.  Atlanta 
have  passed  from  being  ridiculed  to  respect,  District. 


a  success  if  God  be  with  us.— Mrs.  Ella  T.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the 
Harris,  Reporter.  Ernest  Scott  is  pastor.  Dr.  Abbot  was 

’  the  principal  speaker.  He  spoke  of  the  de- 

Coahoma,  Miss. — Many  thanks  to  the  mem-  velopment  of  the  business  and  financial  life 
bers  and  friends  of  Pleasant  Valley  Meth-  of  the  race,  emphasizing  race  loyalty  and 
odist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  community  urging  the  people  to  co-operate  and  to  sup- 
at  large  for  the  storm  that  came  to  us  on  port  and  patronize  the  institutions  and  busi- 
January  1,  while  enjoying  a  delicious  dinner  ness  enterprises  of  thfe  race.  He  told  of  the 
at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donegan.  A  work  of  the  People’s  Finance  Corporation, 
host  of  ladies,  led  by  Mrs.  R.  Parker,  B.  an  institution  founded  by  representative  St. 
Hadley,  O.  McGee,  C.  H.  Lofton,  and  others,  Louisans  to  take  care  of  the  financial  needs 
came  singing,  “When  the  Saints  Go  Marching  of  the  race.  In  describing  the  work  of  the 
In.”  There  were  left  on  the  table  more  than  corporation.  Dr.  Abbot  cited  several  instances 
178  pounds  of  groceries  and  a  handsome  in  which  members  of  the  race  have  been  able 
^rse.  Permit  me  to  mention  the  heroic  work  to  save  valuable  property  through  the  finan- 
which  some  of  the  good  members  of  Pleasant  cial  assistance  given  them  by  the  corporation. 
Valley  are  doing,  and  the  names  of  a  few  Dr.  Abbot’s  speech  was  full  of  lively  wit  and 
of  the  loyal  givers:  W.  Hadley,  $22;  M.  sound  philosophy,  and  was  highly  enjoyed  by 
Donegan,  feo;  D.  Docking,  $18;  M.  E.  Done-  everyone.  Prof.  Maclin  spoke  for  a  short 
gan,  $16;  R.  Parker,  ^0;  M.  R.  Moss,  $98;  time,  telling  briefly  of  the  nature  and  work 
Sallic  Moss,  .$60;  G.  Harris,  $40;  A.  Hall,  of  the  Standard  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
$40;  Lela  Harris,  ^0;  T.  Willis,  $16;  B.  Missouri,  founded  by  business  and  profes- 
Hadley,  $16;  E.  L.  Shelton,  $13;  G.  Cotton,  sional  Negroes  of  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Williams 
$11;  J.  Parker,  $14;  H.  Askey,  $20.  I  thank  also  spoke  briefly  of  the  work  of  these  or- 
these  good  people  for  the  way  in  which  they  ganizations  and  of  their  future  prospects, 
have  stood  by  the  church  and  the  pastor  in  After  the  speaking,  refreshments  were  served 
tbe  past  year  in  putting  over  the  World  by  ladies  of  the  church. — Sophia  Williams 
Service  program  on  Easter.  But  remember, 
past  blessings  do  not  suffice,  and  I  am  asking 
another  blessing — ^that  is,  let  us  lay  aside 
everything  and  sec  nothing  else  but  over  the 
top  on  Easter.— The  Rev.  L.  W.  Washington, 
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Home  Misslona^  Sodrtr  ordered  out  some  The  Rev.  J.  S.  Payne,  of  Handy  African 
Christmas  baakeU,  and  Mrs.  Bertha  WUlianu,  Methodist  Eplscop^  Church,  hrouirht  us  a  1 
first  vice-president;  Tnda  B.  Taylor,  Annie  spiritual  and  Inspiring  sermon  In  Ae  after-  4 

Crutchfield,  and  Nancy  Snalth  delivered  them,  noon,  and  his  ezceUent  choir  rendered  the  (  I  flC 

«^e  same  were  gratef^y  received.  Katie  music.  Last  hut  not  least  was  the  real  sur-  1  *  ‘ 

**  president.  Our  fourth  prise,  but  indeed  an  agreeable  one,  given  tot  #-1 

^rterly  Conference  WM  higWy  encouraging,  the  pastor  and  family.  They  stormed  the  f 
district  sunerintendent,  E.  W.  Hannan,  door  of  the  parsonage  and  about  forty-five  ) 
gave  us  two  helpful  and  instructive  sermons  members  andT  friends  came  in  with  sinulnR,  4  “Ifeclimpe 

and  a  splendid  business  Quarterlv  Conference,  and  when  they  left  the  table  was  fairly  f  ‘“spirawon 

He  spoke  In  glowing  terms  of  the  success  of  groaning  under  its  heavy  burden. — ^William  1  ^ 

the  church,  and  urged  It  on  to  higher  heights.  H.  Wheeler,  Pastor.  S  would  be  ii 


The  Rev.  J.  S.  PaTOe,  of  Handy  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  brought  us  a 
spiritual  and  inspiring  sermon  in  &e  after¬ 
noon,  and  his  excellent  choir  rendered  the 
music.  Last  but  not  least  was  the  real  sur¬ 
prise,  but  indeed  an  agreeable  one,  given  to 
the  pastor  and  family.  Thev  stormed  the 
door  of  the  parsonage  and  about  forty-five 
members  andT  friends  came  in  with  singing, 
and  when  they  left  the  table  was  fairly 
groaning  under  its  heavy  burden.— William 
H.  Wheeler,  Pastor. 


District  Activities 


rz 


The  Proof  of 
the  Pudding 

“I  frel  impelled  to  write  you  concerning  the 
inspiration  and  help  which  1  am  receiving 
from  The  Chuicli  School  Journal.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  me,  a  layman,  to 
conduct  a  men's  Bible  class  without  this 
valuable  aid.”— yf.  S.  Bojsetf,  Superhttend- 
mt  of  Schools,  Waldtn,  N.  Y. 


District  Rounds 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

Second  Round — Lottie-Blanks,  February  12, 
18;  Maringouln,  14;  Torras,  16;  Mason,  16; 
Lettsworth-Island,  17,  18;  Batchlor,  18;  Mor- 
gsnsa-New  Roads,  19,  20;  Clinton-St.  Paul, 
22,  23;  St.  Peter,  2i,  26,  27t  Norwood,  March 
1,2;  Asbury,  3;  Zachary- Albert,  6,  7;  Jordan, 
8;  Beech  Grove- Andrews,  9,  10;  Hammond, 
12, 13;  Jackson-Vincent,  16,  16,  20;  Deerford, 
17;  Melville,  27-29;  Neely,  AprU  12,  13;  Mt. 
Csrmel,  17;  Dutchtown,  17;  Wesley,  Baton 
Rouge,  19,  24;  Port  Allen,  24;  St.  Mark,  26, 
May  1;  Scotlandville,  8,  8. 

All  charges  not  mentioned  in  this  schedule 
will  be  notified  later.  We  have  many  things 
to  be  thankful  for,  therefore  let  us  prove  to 

»hurch  that  we  are  grateful  to  Go«f  for  His 
e  guidance  during  these  stringent  days. 
Let  each  man  be  on  his  job,  for  we  cannot 
succeed  unless  we  stay  on  our  jobs.  There 
is  much  to  be  done  by  us  as  workmen  for 
God.  Easter  is  an  incentive  to  new  life. 
Even  the  grass  is  looking  up;  therefore,  let 
US  look  up.  World  Service,  New  Orleans 
College,  the  Southwestern,  Gulfside,  which  is 
the  only  recreational  resort  that  we  can  hon¬ 
estly  point  to  with  pride  as  a  race.  Consider 
this  enterprise  and  put  it  in  your  program; 
save  souls,  stir  up  the  spiritual  life  in  your 
congregation,  and  the  job  will  be  easy  to 
handle.  I  am  willing  to  put  some  time  in 
each  church  to  help  you  put  over  your  pro¬ 
gram.  Call  me  and  I  will  come.— B.  J.  Red- 
aix,  Dist.  Supt. 


LA  TECHE  DISTRICT 

Second  Round  —  Centerville  -  Verdnnville, 
February  12,  13;  Franklin,  18,  14;  Woodlawn, 
19,  20;  Napoleon ville,  20,  21;  Morgan  City- 
Berwick,  26-28;  Bayou  Goula,  March  8; 
Plaquemine,  4-6;  Rosedale,  6,  6;  Donaldson-* 
ville,  13,  14;  Viron,  13;  Kenner,  19,  20;  Hahn- 
^le,  20;  Lutcher,  24-27;  Whitehall,  26-27; 
Baldwin,  April  2,  8;  Godman,  3,  4;  St.  Peter, 
Crawford,  9,  10;  Beattieville,  16,  17; 

IL  18;  Thibodaux,  24,  26;  Shriever, 

Brethren:  Now  that  our  first  quarter  is 
OTer,  let  us  do  our  very  best  in  raising  our 
World  Service,  March  20,  as  we  have  planned 
to  do,  and  send  reports  in  at  once.  Let’s 
*j|>dle  the  revival  fires  over  the  entire  dis¬ 
trict.  I  am  praying  for  your  success. — H. 
Daniels,  Dist.  Supt. 

LAGRANGE  DISTRICT 

Second  Round — South  LaGrange  Ct.,  at  Mt. 
Airy,  February  6,  6;  Warren  Temple,  13,  14; 
Arbor,  Harris,  and  Spring  Chapel,  at  Arbor, 
**>20;  LaGrange  Ct.,  at  I^uise,  26,  27;  Zebu- 
ift*  1^^’’  Roberts,  March  6,  6;  Columbus, 
*0)  *4;  Woodbury,  Simson,  and  Manchester, 

«  Manchester,  19,  20;  WhitesvUle,  Piney 
wove,  and  Smith  Cross,  at  Smith  Cross,  26, 
West  Point  and  Union  Springs,  at  West 
oint,  April  2,  8;  Greenville  and  Stovall,  at 
reen ville,  9,  10;  CuUodcn  and  RusselviUe,  16, 
*^!  Leete  HUl,  22-24. 

J  ®''*thren;  Let  us  set  hard  to  the  task  of 
wsT  and  in  the  name  of  Jesus  put  every  cause 
ver  the  top  with  credit  to  ourselves  and  the 
we  are  representing.  The  Sunday 
!2|«and  Epworth  League  convention  of  the 
^JVnge  District  will  convene  in  Greenville, 
■•WApril  7-10,  1927.  Each  Sunday-school 
•TWntendent  is  asked  to  report  2  cents  per 
lent  ^vom  the  charge  or  station  they  repre- 
"it  and  each  president  of  Epworth  League 


26  cents  from  each  chapter.  We  are  strictly 
urging  the  delegation  to  be  one  hundred  per 
cent  in  attendance.  (Prog^ram  later.)  Easter 
Day,  April  16,  let  us  put  World  Service  qUota 
over  the  top  on  that  day.  We  can’t  afford  to 
fail.  Mother’s  Day,  May  8,  Ladies’  Aid  So¬ 
ciety,  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  and 
Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  rally. 
Sisters,  organize  now  and  let  us  put  the  pro¬ 
gram  over.  We  are  urging  the  Rev.  R.  R. 
O’Neal,  pastor  of  the  West  Point  charge  and 
president  of  the  Young  People’s  Unit  of  the 
LaGrange  District,  to  line  up  and  make  .a 
creditable  display  with  the  young  boys  and 
girls  of  our  district  at  the  Sunday-school  and 
Epworth  Leag^ie  convention.  Our  slogan  at 
the  convention,  “Five  new  subscribers  to  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate”  by  each 
pastor.  Brethren,  it  is  ours;  let  us  take  care 
of  it. — J.  B.  Maddux,  Dist.  Supt.,  Greenville, 
Ga. 

SAVANNAH  DISTRICT 

Second  Round — White  Oak  and  Jefferson, 
February  12,  13;  Brunswick  Ct.,  19,  20;  St. 
Marys  and  Woodbine,  26,  27;  Brunswick 
Grace,  March  6,  7;  Arco  Mission,  6  (8  P.  M.) ; 
Palen  and  Speedwell,  13,  14  (Haven  Home, 
3  P.  M.);  Vidalia,  19,  20;  Jesup,  26,  27; 
Asbury,  April  3,  4;  Mt.  Zion,  2-6;  Hagan, 
9,  10;  Reidsville,  16,  17;  WaynesviUe,  23,  24; 
Baxley,.  30,  May  1;  Mt.  Vernon,  7,  8. 

Dear  Brethren:  One  fourth  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  year  has  passed.  Our  Christmas  drive 
was  a  success  with  many  of  the  charges.  Let 
us  push  the  claims  of  the  church.  Plan  now 
for  Lincoln  and  Easter  Days.  Canvas  for 
subscribers  to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate.  Don’t  forget  the  Sunday-school  and 
Epworth  League  convention  to  be  held  at 
WaynesviUe,  Ga.,  April  21-24.  Let  every  one 
do  their  bit  for  a  chain  is  no  stronger  than 
its  weakest  link.— S.  D.  Bankston,  Dist.  Supt., 
701  West.  44th  Street,  Savannah,  Ga. 


“Please  allow  me  to  exw^  imr  most 
hearty  ^preciation  of  The  Church 
Sdiool  JoimiaL  I  think  it  the  finest 
piece  of  religious  education  work  that  is 
being  done  1^  our  people  today."— James 
H.  Demuy,  D.D.,  Pastor  First  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Hamilton,  Ohio. 

“Have  just  been  reading  The  Church 
School  Jounml.  A  single  article  by 

- ; —  is  well  worth  the  price  of  the 

magazine.  Dr.  Goodsell  of  the  Denver 
Disttict,  imd  Dr.  Lace  of  the  Colorado 
Springs  District,  to  whom  I  showed  the 
number  today  on  the  train,  were  as  en¬ 
thusiastic  as  I  about  it.”— 1>.  Rollin  H. 
Ayres,  District  Superintendent,  Pueblo  Dis¬ 
trict,  Colorado  Conference. 

Would  you  not  like  to  taste  its 
excellence?  For  a  sample 
copy  address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chicaito  Boston  Detroit  Ptttaburfih 
Kansas  City  San  Francisco  Portland,  Ore. 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Second  Round — Fairfield,  January  30-Feb- 
ruary  1 ;  Thomas  and  Mt.  Carmal,  6,  6 ;  Grand 
Cane,  7;  Bonchest,  6;  Curtis  and  Hayes,  18; 
Vanceville,  19,  20;  New  Light,  26,  27;  Daniel 
and  Round  Grove,  March  6-8;  Longstreet,  12, 
18;  Logansport,  18,  14;  Belcher,  16^  Mans¬ 
field,  18-20;  St.  Paul,  20-22;  Dixie,  23;  Keitb- 
ville  and  Fairview,  26,  27;  JeweUa  Circuit, 
AprU  2,  3 ;  St.  J ames,  ^6 ;  Lake  End  Circuit, 
8;  Grand  Bayou  and  Gahagan,  9,  10;  Lachute 
and  Scarborough,  17;  Frierson,  21;  Asbury, 
24. 

Mv  Dear  Brethren:  We  are  well  on  the  way 
to  Easter  and  we  all  know  what  is  expected 
of  each  of  us  on  that  day.  The  program  has 
been  placed  squarely  before  you  and  no  ex¬ 
cuses  will  be  in  order.  We  have  had  plenty 
of  time  to  lay  all  of  our  plans  from  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  to  Easter.  It  would  be  a 
fine  thing  for  us  to  set  a  date  before  Easter 
for  our  finances  and  make  Easter  a  epiritual 
day.  I  hope  every  man  collected  something 
for  Waveland  in  December  and  forwarded 
same  to  the  bishop  as  we  asked  you.  With 
the  set  of  men  we  have  on  the  d^istrict  this 
year  we  muet  not  fail  by  any  means.  Don’t 
forget  the  following  objectives:  Soul  saving. 
World  Service,  Southwestern,  Area  CounM, 
Pensions  and  Relief;  last,  but  not  by  any 
means  least,  the  Endowment  Money  for  N. 
O.  U.  We  made  a  promise  at  the  Annual 
Conference  which  we  must  carry  out — Don’t 
fail  in  these  objectives.  Remember  I  am  at 
your  service  at  any  and  all  times.— Jesse  D. 
David,  Dist.  Supt.,  1836  Hotchkiss  Street. 


Quarterly  Conferences 

BATON  ROUGE,  LA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  Wesley 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held  on  the 
inst.  The  Rev.  B.  J.  Reddix,  district 
superintendent,  presided.  Despite  the  down¬ 
pour  of  rain,  which  lasted  nearly  aU  day 
Thursday,  more  than  one  hundred  persons 
attended  the  Conference  at  night.  Carefully 
prepared  reports  were  read  by  the  officers, 
which  ^owed  marked  Improvements  along 
many  lines.  The  stewards’  report  showed 
that  nearly  1,000  had  been  raised  for  all  pur¬ 
poses,  out  of  which  sum  the  full  quota  for 
World  Service,  Pension  and  Relief,  and  Epis¬ 
copal  Fund  had  been  disbursed.  The  bu^et 
plan  here  is  a  reality  and  is  functioning  in 
a  fine  way.  The  district  superintendent  and 
the  officers  were  loud  with  their  praise  to  the 
Rev.  Williams  for  his  excellent  report,  the 
consensus  of  opinion  was  that  it  was  the  best 
ever  read  by  any  pastor  in  Wesley  Chapel 
for  many  years.  The  district  superintendent 
expressed  himself  well  pleased  with  the  con¬ 
dition  of  our  work,  and  predicted  for  Wesley 
one  of  the  best  years  in  its  history.  At  the 
close  of  the  business  session  of  the  Conference 
a  fine  reception  was  tendered  the  district 
superintendent,  the  pastor,  and  their  wives, 
at  which  time  several  artides  of  value  were 
given  each  of  them.  The  presentation  speech 
was  made  by  Miss  Evans,  a  high-school  senior, 
who  paid  a  high  tribute  to  district  superin¬ 
tendent  and  pastor  for  service  rendered. 
Each  of'  the  g^iests  of  honor  responded  in 
a  happy  mood.  District  Superintendent  Red¬ 
dix  was  at  his  best  Sunday,  when  he  preached 
a  timely  and  inspiring  gospel  sermon  to  a 
large  and  attentive  audience.  District  super¬ 
intendent  paid  in  full.  Thus  passed  the  work 
of  Wesley  Chapel  for  the  first  quarter  of  this 
Conference  year  into  history. — J.  E.  Evans, 
Reporter. 

HUFSMITH,  TEXAS 

Salem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  On 
January  16,  16  our  first  ^arterly  Confer¬ 
ence  was  held,  with  our  new  district  super¬ 
intendent,  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Newton,  in  the 
chair.  He  was  very  pleased  with  the  number 
of  officers  present,  and  intered  into  the  work 
full  of  cheer.  All  of  his  messages  were  brim 


^  _^Tni~TT^! 


iL» 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  February  3,  1921 


DICKS 

ANTISEPTIC 


lb  ^rORCUTS.WOUNDS.BRUIseS. 

^  5URNS.SCALDS.CRAMPS.C0UC 

A  PROMPTGERMICIDE 

HEALING^  SOOTHING- COOLING 


“Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord.  Trust  also 
in  him;  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass.”  He 
preach^  out  of  his  soul. — M.  A.  Pryor,  Re¬ 
porter. 

NEWPORT,  ARK. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  Emery 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held 
December  19,  1926,  in  tbe  office  of  Dr.  C.  V. 

Reeves.  Tbe  reports  were  very  good  con-  We  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  Haven 
sidering  everything.  Tbe  leaders  for  all  de-  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Cadentown,  Ky., 
partments  of  the  church  were  appointed  and  and  friends  for  storming  the  parsonage  Fri- 
confirmed  in  the  Quarterly  Conference.  All  day  night,  December  81,  with  one  hundred 
were  encouraged  by  the  district  superintend-  pounds  of  choice  groceries.  It  was  a  storm 
ent,  the  Rev.  Hattchett,  to  do  their  best  this  that  brought  not  fear  but  sunshine.  We  thwk 
year.  The  district  superintendent  was  paid  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Warrentown 
in  full.  Sunday  the  Rev.  Hattchett  was  at  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  their  many 
his  best  and  preached  a  good  sermon.  All  useful  gifts  and  a  splendid  purse.  May  God 
who  heard  him  were  inspired  in  the  Christian  bless  these  good  people. — ^The  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
faith.  We  have  no  church  in  which  to  wor-  W.  M.  Thomas, 
ship,  the  church  at  Newport  having  been 
destroyed  by  fire  last  March,  and  the  church 
at  Jacksonport  was  blown  down  last  Decem¬ 
ber.  The  two  churches  have  united  and  are 
planning  to  buUd  a  church  at  Newport.  The 
Conference  has  sent  us  a  real  church  builder 
and  we  are  proud  of  our  pastor.  Rev.  L.  E. 

Neal.  Through  his  leadership  and  the  help 
of  God  we  are  planning  to  be  worshiping  in 
our  own  building  very  soon. — Reporter. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

I  desire  to  thank  the  good  people  of  St. 

Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Bay  St. 

Louis,  Miss.,  for  a  suit  of  clothes  for  Confer¬ 
ence.— The  Rev.  A.  L.  Holland. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good  people 
of  Bartlett,  Texas,  for  the  storm  which  struck 
the  parsonage  a  few  weeks  ago,  leaving  more 
than  150  pounds  of  choice  groceries.  The 
party  was  led  by  Sisters  Leola  Taylor,  E.  I. 

Isaacs,  and  Bro.  James  Williams,  and  a  host 
of  friends.  I  thank  one  and  all.  Come  again. 

— I.  H.  Pierce,  Pastor. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
of  Haven  Chapel  for  the  many  nice  presents 
given  us  during  the  Christmastide.  Sisters 
Cora,  Julia,  and  Alma  Nelson  led  the  party. 

We  enjoyed  a  great  New  Year’s  meeting. 

We  are  on  the  job,  and  ask  the  prayers  of 
the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  readers 
to  guide  us  to  the  end. — The  Rev.  J.  H. 

Gilder,  Pastor,  Dadeville,  Ala. 

The  pastor  at  Hartsvflle,  Tenn.,  takes  this 
method  of  thanking  the  good  people  of  that 
city  for  the  kindness  shown  him  and  family 
during  the  holidays.  There  were  brought  to 
the  parsonage  more  than  sixty  pounds  of 
groceries,  besides  canned  fruits,  butter,  and 
chickens.  The  members  bave  been  very  kind 
and  are  manifesting  great  interest  in  the 
church  in  general. — J.  B.  Booth,  Pastor.' 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
and  friends  of  Haven  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Winona,  Miss.,  for  their  surprise 
donation  of  $62,  presented  to  the  pastor  and 
wife  on  watch  meeting  night.  This  surprise 
was  gotten  up  by  Mrs.  Annie  Grissom  and 
Mrs.  F.  S.  Smith,  and  presented  by  the  Rev. 

W.  S.  Leake.  The  good  people  of  Winona 


433  Bourbon  St. 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  Ladies’ 

Aid  Society  of  St.  Andrews  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  for  the  surprise  storm  which 
came  to  the  parsonage  on  January  11  and 
brought  several  pounds  of  choice  groceries, 
led  by  Sisters  I.  Eleby,  Roxie  Pickens,  A.  C. 

Calaban,  Amanda  Holland,  Bettie  Church, 

Eddie  Ore,  L.  Calahan,  Fannie  Churchill,  K. 

Ratcliff,  M.  Holland,  Brothers  Johnie  Church¬ 
ill,  Mr.  E.  McGathan,  T.  Qualls.  Thanks  to 
all.  You  are  welcome  to  come  again. — D.  C. 

Battle,  Pastor,  Onalaska,  Texas. 

The  pastor  of  St.  John  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  takes  this  method  to  thank  the  follow¬ 
ing  members  for  the  many  Christmas  presents 
presented  him  and  his  dear  wife,  who  always 
shares  the  task  in  making  things  go:  Mr.  J. 

A.  Bumpers,  twenty-four-pound  sack  of  flour, 
also  a  gift  for  the  pastor’s  wife;  Mrs.  A.  M. 

Hynes,  60  cents;  Miss  Mary  Haynes,  a  beau¬ 
tiful  necktie;  Mrs.  Ida  Parker,  the  Welch 
family,  and  R.  M.  Parker  and  family,  for  the 
beautiful  gifts  they  presented. — The  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Wm.  Neal,  I^wrenceburg,  Tenn. 

The  Rev.  E.  D.  Petty  and  wife,  of  Thomas- 
ville,  N.  C.,  wish  to  thank  the  good  friends 
of  that  charge  for  the  big  storm  which  struck 
the  parsonage  recently,  led  by  Mesdames 
Mattie  King,  J.  L.  Hoover,  Sallie  Miller,  and 
Pallie  Heplcr.  After  prayer,  the  pastor  gave 
a  short  talk  of  appreciation  to  the  company,  Pauton  and  Irene  Baptist  for  indiv|m 
which  was  followed  by  a  few  words  from  gifts.  Our  three  girls  returned  to  New  Or- 
Mrs.  Petty  and  a  response  by  Mr.  Lester  leans  College  happy,  thinking  it  almost  im- 
May.  These  well-wishers  brought  choice  possible  to  duplicate  this  anywhere  else, 
groceries  enough  to  last  for  months,  and  pas-  Many  thanks  to  the  good  people, 
tor  and  wife  are  praying  for  their  speedy 

•return.  We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 


OrSnuff  Habif 

Qurad  Or  No  Pay 


PLEASANT  ROOT 

Inexpensively  overcomes  any  tobacco  oi 
snuff  habit.  Not  medicine.  Send  address. 

J.  O.  STOKES,  Mohawk,  Florida 
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Mississippi  Conference 
Appointments 


i  BROOKHAVBN  DISTRICT 
Q.  "W,  CouKAir,  Di$triet  Superintendent 
BrookhsTcn,  Miss. 


!  Brookhaven  and  Carlos,  J.  W.  Moulton. 
Brookhaven  Ct.,  A.  J.  Thompson.  Bridge- 
▼iUe,  B.  J.  Cooper.  Crystal  Springs,  N.  W. 
Ross.  Crystal  Springs  Ct.,  J.  H.  Easter. 
Crystal  Springs  Mission,  to  be  supplied.  Co¬ 
lumbia,  B.  J.  Brooks.  Florence,  R.  S.  Ham- 
mood.  Foxwood  and  New  Bethel,  F.  L. 
Alfred.  Hub,  A.  M.  Quinn.  Haalehurst  and 
jSt.  Morris,  B.  W.  Roberson.  Kenolia,  to  be 
anpplied.  Lampton  and  Zion  Ridge,  D.  R. 
Bentley.  McComb  and  Fernwood,  to  be  sup¬ 
plied.  RUes  and  Oma,  T.  M.  Jefferson.  Sum- 
mitt  and  Mamolia,  H.  E.  Morgan.  Tyler- 
town,  E.  W.  Middleton.  Wesson,  L.  T.  Jones. 


GULFSIDE  DISTRICT 


j  !  E.  A.  Wiuox,  DUtriet  Superintendent 
i  i  P.  O.,  Ocean  Springs,  Miss. 

Basin,  W.  M.  Clark.  Bay  St.  Louis,  A.  L. 
ijolland.  Biloxi,  P.  H.  Rembert.  Bond  and 
I  Wiggins,  G.  A.  Britton.  Bscatawpa,  W.  M. 
I^mmerson.  Gulfport:  Haven,  Frank  Smith; 

Marks,  M.  P.  Johnson.  Handsboro,  A. 
tt.  Latban.  Lumberton,  E.  M.  Dukes.  Mc- 
[Heniy,  N.  Scott.  McLain,  A.  W.  Wilks. 
:  Merrill  and  Vernal,  J.  A.  Tatum.  Moss  Point, 
Jq.  G.  Roberts.  Ocean  Springs,  J.  B.  Camp- 
lyR-  Pass  Christian,  J.  M.  ^umpert.  Pica- 
J-  Ford.  Richton,  David  Ray. 
[Waveland  and  Pearlington,  James  Gaddis. 


i  j  HATTIESBURG  DISTRICT 
j  !  W.  H.  Smith,  District  Superintendent 
jP.  O.,  404  East  6th  Street,  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Bay  Springs,  J.  H.  Hendrix.  Desoto,  R. 
owee.  Ellisville,  G.  W.  Hawkins.  Enter- 
’ise,  W.  L.  Mills.  Hattiesburg:  Bentley, 
H.  HiU;  St.  Paul,  J.  D.  Wheaton.  Hat'^'' 
iburg  Mission,  A  G.  Triplett.  Heidelburg, 
B.  Britton.  Laurel:  Mallalieu,  P.  A. 
'aylor;  St.  Paul,  G.  W.  Smith;  Wesley,  B.  P. 
|hapman.  MossviUe,  Mt.  Olive,  and  Blodgett 
ramp,  E.  J .  Milsap.  Pachuta,  to  be  Supplied, 
’aulding,  W.  H.  Nicholson.  Quitman,  R.  L. 
'ate.  Salem  and  Morgan  Hill,  to  be  sup- 
lied.  Shubuta,  W.  R.  Walker.  Shubuta  Ct., 
r.  W.  Jobpson.  State  Line,  S.  Harris.  Sum-, 
ill  and  PdKvls,  N.  E.  Goodloe.  Waynesboro 
^id  Matherville,  T.  A.  Carter.  West  Enter¬ 
prise,  C.  N.  Webb. 


i  1 


JACKSON  DISTRICT 
;  J.  S.  WfT.T.TAM8,  District  Superintendent 


f  ;  Benton,  Harry  Holston.  Brandon,  L.  W. 
r  Price.  Canton,  L.  E.  Johnson.  Canton  Ct., 
>J.  E.  Thompson.  Carthage,  J.  C.  Gillispie. 
iCouparle,  H.  W.  Daniels.  Craig,  N.  Poe. 
; Forest,  G.  W,  Adams.  Jackson:  Central, 
iJ.  W.  E.  Bowen,  Jr.;  Pratt  Memorial,  A.  B. 
Keeling.  Jackson  Ct,  R.  B.  Anderson.  Lam- 
(kln,  Sherman  Wrl^t  Lillian,  C.  R.  Mc- 
‘  Carmack.  Morton,  P.  W.  Baldwin.  Pele- 
hatchie,  J.  A.  Patterson.  Yasoo :  St.  Stephens, 
fj.  W.  Isabel.  Yasoo  Ct.,  Riley  Berry. 


Lincoln 

Not  a  Nullificationist 


Br  Senator  Wiluam  E.  Borah 


/T  does  not  seem  to  me  quite  fair  to 
quote  Abraham  Lincoln  in  favor  of 
nullification,  for  I  take  it  that  no 
severer  test  could  have  been  placed  upon 
his  loyaltp  to  the  Constitution  than  to 
place  slavery  upon  the  one  side  and  the 
Constitution  upon  the  other  and  ask  him 
to  choose  his  course. 

He  chose  his  course  and  never  faltered. 
He  did  not  belong  to  that  group  of  po¬ 
litical  philosophers  who  think  because  a 
law  is  wrong  that  you  have  a  right  to 
defy  it,  and  that  because  a  constitutional 
provision  does  not  suit  your  view  of 
righteousness  you  have  a  right  to  nullify 
it  and  trample  it  under  foot. 

In  one  of  the  statements  sent  out  to 
the  country  by  those  who  are  advocating 
the  doctrine  of  nullification  of  prohibi¬ 
tion  laws,  you  will  find  a  sentence  to  this 
effect;  “The  nullification  of  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law  developed  men  like  Abraham 
Lincoln.”  This  seems  to  be  a  clear  state¬ 
ment  to  the  effect  that  Abraham  Lincoln 
as  to  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  advocated 
nullification. 

^  The  very  reverse  is  true — he  gave  his 
life  for  the  integrity  of  the  Constitution. 
As  far  back  as  in  1868  he  declared  in  a 
public  speech,  “I  have  always  hated 
slavery.” 

I  do  not  believe  you  will  find  among  all 
his  letters  and  public  addresses  the  use 
of^  this  word  “imte”  save  in  connection 
with  the  institution  of  slavery.  The  word 
seems  never  to  have  passed  his  lips  ex¬ 
cept  when  speaking  of  human  bondage. 
He  did  hate  slavery. 

But  while  he  hated  slavery,  he  was  de¬ 
voted  to  our  institutions  and  believed 
in  our  Constitution.  “I  have  always 
hated  'slavery,  but  I  have  always  been 
quiet  about  it  until  this  new  era.  .  .  . 
By  the  Constitution  all  assented  to  it 
(slavery)  in  the  States  where  it  exists. 
We  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  it,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  in  the  Constitution  and  we 
are  by  both  duty  and  inclination  bound 
to  stick  by  that  Constitution  in  all  its 
letter  and  spirit  from  beginning  to  end.” 

Speaking  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  he 
said; ^  "We  must  not  withhold  an  eficient 
fugitive  slave  law,  because  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  requires  us,  as  I  understand  it,  not 
to  withhold  such  a  law.” 

In  one  of  the  most  notable  occasions  in 
his  career  he  declared;  “Our  safety,  our 
liberty,  depends  upon  preserving  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  our 
fathers  made  it,  inviolate.” — From  ad¬ 
dress  at  recent  Annual  Meeting  of  Citi¬ 
zens  Committee  of  One  Thousand  at 
Washington. 


MERIDIAN  DISTRICT 
D.  L.  Moroax,  District  Superintendent 


F.  O.,  2716  Twelfth  Street  Meridian,  Miss. 


i  ;  Chunkey,  H.  J.  Riley.  DaleviUe  Ct.,  E.  S. 
j  McClain.  Dekalb,  E.  H.  Williams.  Fort 
I  ^evens,  to  be  supplied.  GarlandsviUe,  A.  D.' 
Wright.  Hickory,  S.  L.  Harrison.  Lake  Ct, 
T.  H.  Johnson.  Lauderdale  Ct.,  A.  Nelson. 
Meridian:  Haven,  G.  W.  Williams;  Rose  HUl, 
A.  L.  Bohannon;  St.  Paul,  R.  N.  Jones; 
outhside,  H.  K.  Roberts.  Meridian  Ct.,  J. 
I.  Smoot.  Montrose,  W.  P.  Ward.  Phila- 
lelphia,  E.  W.  Rogers.  PhUadelphia  Ct, 
'.  L.  Wood.  Preston,  G.  W.  Vaugto.  Rose 
^liU  Ct,  W.  D.  Kirkland.  Scowa,  F.  L. 
Williams.  Temola  and  Antloche,  W.  A.  Wig¬ 
gins.  Union,  J.  A.  Williams. 


Obituaries 


I  VICKSBURG  DISTRICT 


j  J.  R.  Ross,  District  Superintendent 
j  916  North  Pine  Street,  Notches,  Miss. 


.  Bolton,  W.  L.  MarshaU.  Bude,  J.  W.  James. 
I  Cary,  to  be  supplied.  Centerville,  to  be  sup- 


c  and 

I  aM 


Masons,  No.  86.  He  was  held  in  great  es¬ 
teem  by  both  white  and  colored  in  civic  and 
State  affairs.  He  is  survived  by  his  fa 
ful  wife,  Mrs.  Marion  O.  Brooks,  who 
labored  beside  him  through  the  years  ww 
helped  him  bear  the  most  exacting  burdens- 
a  son,  the  Rev.  Howard  A.  Brooks,  our 
pastor  on  the  I.aytonsvillc  charge;  and  two 
brothers:  David  Brooks,  of  Calvert  County, 
Md.;  and  Benjamin  B.  Brooks,  of  Baltimore 
City.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted 
at  the  Brooks  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Wednesday,  November  24,  which  was  largely 
attended  by  relatives  and  friends.  The  Rev. 
Elijah  Ayers  delivered  the  principal  eulogy, 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Williams.  The 
expressions  were  very  comforting  and  help¬ 
ful.  The  closing  ceremonies  were  in  charge 
of  the  orders  in  turn,  which  were  fitting  In 
every  respect. — Reporter. 


McNEIL — Sister  Annie  McNeil,  a  faithful 
member  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Jackson,  Miss.,  departed  this  life 
December  31,  1926,  at  the  age  of  forty-four 
years.  She  was  stricken  with  paralysis,  and 
bore  the  illness  of  fourteen  months  with 
patience.  The  funeral  was  largely  attended 
by  her  many  friends.  She  leaves  a  husband, 
six  children — four  sons  and  two  daughters — 
other  relatives,  and  friends  to  mourn  her 
passing.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  R.  B.  Anderson. — Reporter. 


TATE — Mrs.  Martha  Jane  Tate,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  R.  I,.  Tate,  departed  this  life  Decem¬ 
ber  28,  1926,  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  EpiM 
copal  parsonage  near  Benton,  Miss.  MrH 
Tate  was  born  at  Macon,  Miss.,  where  snP 
and  the  Rev.  Tate  were  united  in  holy  wed¬ 
lock,  and  from  which  place  she  followed  him 
into  his  field  of  labor.  She  was  a  faithful 
wife  and  true  friend.  She  died  as  she  lived, 
in  full  triumph  of  faith.  She  died  from  blood 
poisoning,  caused  from  pricking  her  finger 
with  a  needle  through  a  hole  in  a  worn 
thimble,  after  a  brief  illness.  Her  life  was 
a  living  testimony  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 
She  leaves  husband,  relatives,  and  many 
friends  to  mourn  her  passing.  Her  funeral 
took  place  from  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  Her  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  in  Mt.  Pleasant  Cemetery,  The  Rev. 
N.  W.  Ross  officiated. 


Card  of  Thanks 


The  Rev.  H.  J.  Wright,  one  of  the  retired 
ministers  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  now 
living  with  his  daughter  in  New  York  City, 
wishes  to  thank  all  those  who  participated 
in  the  surprise  birthday  party  planned  by  his 
daughter.  Miss  Maymie,  on  his  seventy-fifth 
birthday,  January  12.  He  was  handed  a 
package  by  each  one  as  they  entered.  Mrs. 
A.  J .  Scales  presided  at  the  piano,  wbi|tf| 
Prof.  A.  J.  Scales  and  Mrs.  T.  J.  JacksmP 
sang  beautifully.  Dr.  Wright,  the  son,  pre¬ 
sented  his  father  with  a  six-tube  radio. 


piled.  Clinton,  E.  G.  Webb.  Edwards,  W 
E.  Rucker.  Fayette,  I.  N.  Kersh.  Harrison, 
to  be  supplied.  Hamburg  and  Russume,  D. 
D.  Armstrong.  Kirby,  to  be  supplied.  Mc¬ 
Nair,  to  be  supplied.  Meadville,  P,  S.  Olive. 
Meadville  Mission,  A.  D.  Smith.  Natcher, 
G.  C.  Ford.  Union  Church,  Alonzo  Crump. 
Vicksburg,  J.  C.  Hibbler. 
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BROOKS — James  Isaac  Brooks,  the  son  of 
the  late  John  I.  Brooks,  was  born  at  Island 
Creek,  Md.,  December  7,  1862.  After  more 
than  three  years  of  Intense  suffering  from 
an  attack  of  asthma,  he  willingly  surren¬ 
dered  to  the  stroke  of  death  and  entered 
peacefully  into  rest  on  November  22,  1926. 
He  was  a  faithful  and  untiring  member  of 
Brooks  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  more 
than  fifty  years,  during  which  period  he 
served  as  steward,  class  leader,  exhorter,  and 
local  preacher  consecutively  until  the  end 
came.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  orders :  The  Grand  United  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  No.  2,171;  The  Household  of 
Ruth,  No.  641 ;  and  the  Eureka  Lodge  of 
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The  Challenge  to  Greatness 


February  the  12th,  Abraham  Lincoln’s  birthday, 
annually  observed  throughout  the  nation,  brin^  us 
to  sober  reflection  upon  the  man  and  his  work. 

It  is  now  beyond  dispute  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  a  truly 
great  man,  and  his  greatness  enhances  with  the  passing 
generations.  This  fact  was  never  more  clearly  revealed 
than  in  the  way  he  met  the  challenge  of  the  times  in  which 
he  lived.  All  life  is  a  challenge  to  the  best  there  is  in 
us,  but  there  are  particular  periods  in  hiunan  history 
when  a  peculiar  combination  of  circumstances  subjects 
us  to  those  tests  that  reveal  the  smallness  or  the  great¬ 
ness  of  our  characters.  Such  is  true  of  individual  persons 
and  of  institutions  as  well. 

In  his  day  and  in  the  circumstances  of  his  career, 
private  and  public,  Abraham  Lincoln  encountered  such 
jjMan  acute  challenge.  He  met  it  in  such  a  way  as  evokes 
^the  gratitude  undying  of  those  Greathearts  of  the  past 
and  present  acquainted  with  his  character  and  works; 
he  met  it  in  that  way  which  will  command  the  admiration 
and  commendation  of  the  generations  that  are  yet  to  be. 
The  nations  will  continue  to  rise  up  and  call  him  blessed. 

The  real  test  of  greatness  in  personal  character  or 
in  the  character  of  an  institution  lies  in  the  dominating 
ideals  thereof.  In  the  warp  and  woof  ofi'hia  idealism 
no  age  has  produced  a  greater  citizen  and  more  stalwart 
executive  than  was  ^r.  Lincoln.  His  interest  was  en¬ 
grossed  with  the  problem  of  human  life  and  opportunity 
on  the  less  formal  and  dynamic  aspect  as  well  as  on  the 
more  formal  and  organizational  side.  That  is  to  say, 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  very  much  concerned  with,  and  literally 
gave  his  life  and  powers  to,  maintaining  and  preserving 
those  fundamental  forms  of  social  and  political  institu¬ 
tion  which  make  possible  the  existence  and  enrichment 
of  life  for  all  who  live  under  such  institutions. 

He  was  gentle  and  kind,  painstaking  and  patient, 
lJ|tolerant  and  sympathetic,  easy  of  approach  and  a  lover 
of  folks.  He  was  the  voluntary  champion  of  the  op¬ 
pressed.  He  loved  the  common  people  and  sought  to 
conserve  as  well  as  to  appreciate  the  work  of  the  hum¬ 
blest  individual  for  whom  he  could  perform  a  social  serv- 
‘ce.  Rugged  backwoodsman  that  he  was,  the  sterling 
simplicity  of  his  character  was  beautiful  and  will  remain 
for  all  time  to  come  the  secret  of  the  hold  which  his 
memory  has  upon  the  heartstrings  of  total  humanity. 
By  no  liveries  of  station  or  trappings  of  rank  will  he 
be  remembered,  but  by  the  grandeur  of  his  character, 
whose  virtue  was  faith  in  the  right  as  God  gave  him 
power  to  discern  the  right;  Abraham  Lincoln  will  ever 
be  remembered  as  America’s  most  outstanding  example 
of  greatness  by  reason  of  the  reach  and  richness  of  his 
idealism,  the  girth  of  his  soul,  and  the  utter  abandon 
with  which  he  threw  himself  into  the  rugged  adventure 
of  promoting  the  public  well-being. 

^  Preservation  of  national  unity,  upholding  the  dignity 
^f  the  Constitution,  and  proclaiming  liberty  to  the  cap¬ 
tives  were  the  great  ideals  of  his  public  career.  To  these 
he  held  steadfastly  until,  alas,  the  mad  folly  of  the  re¬ 
bellious  section  of  our  country  viciously  and  violently 


put  an  end  prematurely  to  the  needed  service  which  he 
was  rendering  to  the  universal  cause  of  right  and  justice. 
A  martyr  he  was  to  those  sublime  moral  convictions  and 
principles  which  the  nation  is  all  too  tardily  recognizing 
as  fundamental  bases  of  a  just  and  righteous  social  order; 
a  martyr  he  is  to  the  cause  of  humanity  as  long  as  there 
is  a  section  of  the  nation  which  declines  to  permit  those 
principles  for  which  he  lived  and  died  to  become  operative 
in  the  practical  relationships  of  the  component  elements 
of  its  population. 

The  challenge  which  the  times  offered  to  Mr.  Lincoln’s 
greatness  of  character  was  likewise  offered  to  prove  the 
greatness  of  the  public  institutions  of  his,  day.  In  those 
stirring  times  there  was  a  challenge  to  the  church,  to 
the  nation,  and  to  that  section  of  the  nation  which  had 
tried  by  force  of  arms  to  repudiate  and  render  impotent 
the  authority  and  sovereignty  of  the  immortal  Union. 
How  the  American  church  met  the  challenge  is  wdl 
known  to  students  of  the  events  of  that  period.  How 
the  nation  responded  to  the  lofty  dictates  of  human  jus¬ 
tice  and  divine  decree  is  eloquently  narrated  on  every 
victorious  battlefield  and  outstanding  in  the  final  suc¬ 
cessful  issue  of  the  struggle  to  maintain  the  Union  “one 
and  inseparable.” 

As  gratifying  as  was  the  response  of  Mr.  Lincoln’s 
personal  character  and  oflicial  conduct  to  the  challenge 
confronting  him ;  as  commendable  as  was  the  tardy 
though  eventual  reversal  and  right  adjustment  of  the 
church;  as  praiseworthy  and  laudable  as  was  the  reso¬ 
lute  response  of  the  Union’s  legions  of  liberty  to  the 
challenge  of  those  times,  it  still  obtains  as  a  matter  of 
profound  regret  to  the  nation  that  the  South,  guilty 
of  defection  in  those  times,  despite  an  interval  of  six 
decades  allowed  for  sober  reflection,  has  not  yet  risen  up 
to  the  challenge  of  greatness  offered  her  in  that  early 
stage  of  the  rebellion  which  she  still  maintains  against 
the  Constitution,  against  national  unity,  against  the  mi¬ 
nority  group  of  her  population.  The  South  cannot  be 
great  as  long  as  its  dominant  class  holds  a  corrupt  ideal 
of  social  justice ;  as  long  as  its  people  have  warped  views 
of  human  values  and  think  in  terms  of  the  right  of  op¬ 
pression  by  physical  force  of  the  advantaged  group  over 
the  disadvantaged.  The  civilization  of  the  South  cannot 
lay  claim  to  greatness  until  that  section  ceases  to  lavish 
upon  one  group  of  citizens  every  and  all  civic,  political, 
and  social  advantages  while  it  withholds  niggardly  from 
the  other  group  those  same  essential  citizenship  privileges 
according  as  the  one  group  is  white  and  the  other  is 
black.  There  can  be  no  greatness  in  any  civilization 
which  dispenses  public  social  advantage  on  the  basis  of 
the  color  line. 

The  past  sixty  years,  by  sheer  dint  of  his  toilsome 
and  belabored  endeavor  up  the  incline  of  human  achieve- 
meUt,  the  Negro  has  knocked  the  props  from  under  every 
other  indictment  which  the  South  has  brought  against 
him  except  that  of  the  color  of  his  skin.  He  pleads  guilty 
proudly  of  variation  in  pigment  color.  He  would  have 
it  so,  for  thus  the  Creator  made  him.  When,  guided 
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Huntsville  District  Council 


The  District  Stewards’  and  Pastors*  Council  of  the  will  work  in  the  rural  districts  as  well  as  in  towns  and 
Huntsville  District  met  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  cities. 

Church  of  Athens,  Ala.,  of  which  the  Rev.  V.  D.  At  this  period  of  the  meeting  the  World  Service  ap- 
Oatman  is  pastor.  The  early  hour  was  spent  in  visiting  portionment  was  r^ad  by  the  district  superintendent.  The 
the  Trinity  Institute.  The  student  body  was  addressed  amount  for  each  charge  was  as  follows:  Albany-Beulah, 
by  Drs.  J.  W.  Whitfield  and  J.  N.  Wallace,  after  which  $116;  Athens-Oakland,  $218;  Belle  Mina,  $123;  Blount 
the  pastors  and  stewards  returned  to  the  church  for  the  Springs  and  Colony,  $194;  Center  Grove  circuit,  $266; 
business  of  the  day.  Decatur,  $304 ;  Guntersville  circuit,  $52 ;  Madison-Spring 

The  district  superintendent,  after  prayer,  in  an  inter-  Hill,  $123;  Scottsboro,  $162;  Sheffield  Mission,  $39; 
esting  and  instructive  way  outlined  the  work  of  the  dis-  Triana  circuit,  $188;  Warrior  and  Bangor,  $91.  The 
trict  to  the  council.  A  part  of  the  program  was  opened  Conference  benevolence  is  as  follows,  excluding  the  Cen- 
for  discussion.  All  matters  were  satisfactorily  settled,  tral  Alabama  rebuilding  fund:  Albany-Beulah,  $8; 
A  livelier  church  life  is  seen  on  the  district  and  the  lay-  Athens-Oakland,  $12 ;  Ardmore  Mission,  $6 ;  Belle  Mina- 
men  are  taking  great  interest  in  the  work  of  the  church.  Sheffield,  $11 ;  Blount  Springs-Colony,  $12 ;  Center 
Evidently  the  results  will  be  shown  in  larger  offerings  Grove,  $15;  Huntsville,  $16;  Huntsville  circuit,  $10; 
for  the  benevolences  of  the  church,  home  and  abroad.  Scottsboro,  $15 ;  Triana  circuit,  $15 ;  ^Warrior-Bangor, 
Dr.  J.  N.  Wallace  was  called  on  to  discuss  the  budget  $12.  The  stewards  and  pastors  adopted  the  full  report 
system  of  the  church,  and  he  did  so  in  a  very  interesting  of  the  district. 

and  commendable  way.  He  did  not  speak  from  theory  Thus  closed  the  council  of  the  Huntsville  District.* 
but  from  experience.  He  has  it  in  his  church  and  it  works  Many  thanks  to  the  pastor  and  his  good  people  for  their 
very  smoothly.  He  emphiasized  the  value  of  having  a  splendid  entertainment. — A.  P.  Sumter,  Reporter;  Dr. 
financial  system  in  the  church.  He  also  stated  that  it  J.  W.  Whitfield,  Dist.  Supt. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


The  Present  Situation  in  China 

HE  newspaper  headlines  give  readers  a  distorted 
view  of  the  situation  in  China.  The  suggestion  is 
only  of  riots,  bandits,  and  impending  war.  Noth¬ 
ing  is  said  about  the  stupendous  movements  that  are 
changing  the  whole  political,  social,  industrial,  intellec¬ 
tual,  and  religious  life  of  the  Chinese  people.  When  such 
great  movements  are  under  way,  it  must  not  surprise  us 
that  disturbances  occur.  At  such  a  time  the  disorderly 
elements  in  a  community  may  easily  escape  from  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  forces  of  law  and  order. 

In  the  events  of  recent  weeks,  distinction  should  be 
drawn  between  the  disturbances  at  Hankow  and  the  riot¬ 
ing  at  Foochow.  The  trouble  at  Hankow  arose  out  of 
the  political  situation  in  which  the  Nationalist  authorities 
were  endeavoring  to  abolish  the  special  rights  of  foreign¬ 
ers  in  the  British  residential  Concession.  At  Foochow 
the  attack  on  the  foreign  missionaries  and  their  property 
was  due  to  the  action  of  a  mob  that  was  aroused  by  the 
false  reports  regarding  the  orphanage  of  the  Dominican 
sisters.  Such  trouble  as  occurred  at  Hankow  may  be  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  seven  or  eight  other  port  cities  in  which 
there  are  foreign  residential  concessions.  Riots  like  that 
at  Foochow  can  hardly  be  foreseen,  and  are  not  likely’i:o 
occur  in  many  places.  It  is  important  to  note  that  the 
antagonism  of  the  Chinese  people  is  directed  agVAnst  the 
special  privileges  claimed  by  foreigners,  and  not'ag^ia 
them  as  foreigners.  If  prompt  action  could  be  taken:hiv 
the  foreign  governments  assuring  China  that  they  desltJ 
now  to  settle  upon  an  equitable  basis  these  Controversies 
regarding  special  privileges,  it  is  probable  that  whatefver 
looks  like  anti-foreignism  in  China  would  quickly  disap¬ 
pear.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  statement  issued  on 
January  27  by  the  Secretary  of  State  is  very  important, 
as  in  it  he  declared  that  the  United  States  is  ready  now 
to  take  up  negotiations  regarding  the  pi^ncipal  issues. 
Such  a  message  to  the  Chinese  Minister  in  Washington 
should  result  quickly  in  ascertaining  whether  China  can 
appoint  delegates  with  power  to  make  treaties.  The 
Porter  resolution,  pending  in  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  requests  the  President  to  negotiate  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  a  treaty  which  will  establish  relations  with  China 
“upon  an  equitable  and  reciprocal  basis.”  The  early 
adoption  by  Congress  of  this  resolution  is  much  to  be 
desired. 

The  march  northward  of  the  Nationalist  forces  is  much 
more  than  a  military  conquest.  This  movemeijt  is,  or  is 
rapidly  becoming,  a  real  people’s  revolution.  It  is  alto¬ 
gether  different  from  the  revolution  of  1911  or  any  of 
the  subsequent  struggles  between  various  military  chief¬ 
tains.  Those  were  surface  disturbances  affecting  only  a 
few.  This  goes  much  deeper.  Those  were  waves  on  an 
inland  lake.  This  is  an  oncoming  sea  tide. 

The  main  purposes  of  the  present  revolution  are  such 
that  right-minded  persons  must  sympathize  with  them. 
It  is  reaching  out  for  emancipation:  (1)  for  national  free¬ 
dom;  (2)  for  a  government  of,  for  and  by  the  people; 
and  (3)  for  economic  freedom  for  the  masses. 

By  organizing  the  people  in  unions,  by  helping  them  to 
demand  much  higher  wages,  by  setting  up  local  commit¬ 
tees  for  the  government  of  each  community,  the  movement 
rapidly  gains  the  support  of  the  great  majority  of  the 


people.  All  patriotic  Chinese  will  feel  that  they  must 
join  this  movement  for  the  redemption  and  regeneration 
of  their  country. 

Unfortunately  there  is  an  element  in  the  revolutionary 
party  which  is  hostile  to  Christianity.  Though  in  the 
minority,  this  anti-Christian  communistic  left  wing  of  the 
party  exerts  great  power  and  in  places  is  in  contrtd. 
Wherever  it  has  a  majority  in  the  membership  of  a  pro¬ 
vincial,  city,  or  neighborhood  committee,  it  is  likely  to 
take  the  law  into  its  own  hands,  attacking  individual 
Christians  and  Christian  institutions. 

Christians  find  themselves  in  an  awkward  dilemma. 

(1)  To  stay  out  of  the  party  classifies  one  as  against 
the  revolution  and  for  the  militarists  and  imperialists. 

(2)  To  enter  the  party  may  mean  joining  a  unit  in  the 
organization  which  is  anti-Christian.  The  issue  with 
thoughtful  Christian  leaders  has  resolved  itself  into  this: 
how  can  we  as  Christians  identify  ourselves  with  the  Peo¬ 
ple  s  Revolution  without  compromising  or  repudiating  our 
Christian  loyalty? 

These  are  days  in  which  there  should  be  much  earnest 
prayer  for  China.  We  are  at  a  time  of  great  opportunity. 
There  will  probably  be  a  long  period  of  discontent  and 
striving.  Desires  and  aspirations  have  been  stirred  that 
cannot  be  satisfied  soon.  It  is  not  for  the  safety  of  per¬ 
sons,  much  less  of  property,  that  concern  will  be  felt  most. 
The  shaping  of  the  future  of  the  Chinese  people,  and  of 
*the  world  of  which  the  Chinese  are  one  fourth  is  being 
determined. 

Is  it  to  be  Christian  or  not? 

A.  L.  Warnshitts, 
Secretary  International 
Missionary  Council. 

The  New  Philistines 

N  his  annual  report  as  President  of  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity,  published  a  few  weeks  ago,  Nicholas  Murray 
Butler  has  a  penetrating  paragraph  which  ex¬ 
presses  very  clearly  one  of  the  crucial  issues  in  American 
life.  He  speaks  of  the  presence  in  our  country  of  a  new 
Philistia,”  a  group  of  present-day  barbarians  whidi  he 
calls  an  active,  restless  and  highly  nervous  company  of 
men  and  women  who  are  concerned  with  displacing  disci¬ 
pline  for  indiscipline,  scholarship  for  deftly  organized 
opportunities  for  ignorance,  thoroughness  for  super¬ 
ficiality  and  morals  for  impulsive  and  appetitive  con¬ 
duct.” 

The  line-up  in  the  last  sentence  certainly  looks  to  be 
enough  to  ruin  any  nation.  The  onslaught  of  the  new 
Philistines  thus  described  is  fierce  and  hot  at  the  present 
time.  In  particular,  the  substitution  of  indiscipline  for 
discipline  and  impulsive  conduct  for  moral  conduct  is  one 
of  the  degenerative  symptoms  of  the  day. 

Against  this  onslaught  Dr.  Butler  urges  a  revival  of 
the  classic  spirit.  The  classic  spirit  is  a  beautiful  thing 
and  has  brought  noble  values  into  life.  But  if  moral  and 
spiritual  interpretations  of  life  are  to  be  victorious  over 
the  anarcliy  of  conduct  based  on  appetite,  stouter  forces 
than  any  classic  spirit  must  be  brought  into  play.  If  the 
new  “Philistia”  is  to  be  defeated  it  must  be  done  by  the 
expulsive  and  explosive  forces  of  moral  and  spiritual 
energies  working  in  the  life  of  the  nation.  L. 
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Is  Our  Evangelism  Adequate?  ^ 

Why  Does  Evangelism  Have  Such  Insufficient  Social  Results? 

By  Edwin  A.  Brown 

Pattor  Wootttr  Avtmu  MfthodUt  Bpiieopal  Ohureh,  Akron,  Ohio 

rE  who  keeps  in  touch  pentance.  There  is  utterly  no  hope 

for  any  evangeksm  calling  itself 
Christian  which  neglects  the  relat¬ 
ing  of  individual  men  to  Christ ! 

Our  problem  then  is  not  one  of  sub¬ 
stituting  the  social  message  for  the 
individual,  but  rather  one  of  en¬ 
larging  our  evangelism  until  it 
takes  in  the  whole  round  of  human 
life — ^both  individual  and  social. 

We  must  broaden  the  popular  con¬ 
ception  of  sin  so  that  when  a  man 
repents  he  at  once  becomes  an  an¬ 
tagonist  to  social  as  well  as  indi¬ 
vidual  sin.  On  true  repentance  he 
should  become  a  champion  of  social  ^ 
righteousness  as  well  as  individual 
righteousness.  If  our  converts  do 
not  feel  the  innate  inhumanity  in 
race  prejudice,  then  we  have  slipped 
somewhere.  We  assume  that  when 
a  man  is  converted  that  he  will  see 
the  evil  of  lust  and  shun  it. 

Are-  we  presuming  too  much  to 
hope  for  the  day  when  our  converts 
will  see  the  evil  of  war  just  as  truly? 

If  men  “get  under  conviction”  now 
for  makipg  “moonshine,”  ought  it 
to  be  beyond  reason  to  suppose  that 
some  day  they  will  get  “under  con- 
a  million  dollars  through  monopoly 
B.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  we  are 
kingdom  of  God.  on  earth  until  we 
ing  ^ctories  that  there  is  so  little  concern,  say,  about  get  the  consciences  of  men  aroused  against  social  as  well 
a  Christian  attitude  toward  property?  Why  is  it  that  as  individual  sins.  If  this  is  ever  to  be  done,  there  must 
great  numbers  of  good  people  pass  through  enthusiastic  be  a  preparation  through  preaching  and  teaching  which  % 
revivals  still  undisposed  to  challenge  war?  Why  is  it  relates  the  message  of  Jesus  to  the  whole  of  life.  Men 
that  when  men  are  repenting  of  personal  wrongdoing  that  now  repent  of  personal  sin  because  personal  sin  is  about 
such  crying  social  sins  as  race  hatred  and  religious  prej-  all  that  men  have  been  asked  to  repent  of.  They  will 
udice  are  overlooked?  One  does  not  haVe  to  travel  far  get  a  conscience  on  social  wrong  just  as  soon  as  the  church 
to  find  “men  of  the  cloth”  very  successful  as  evangelists  begins  to  stigmatize  social  injustice  as  vigorously  as  it 
who  are  rabidly  anti-Catholic,  anti-Negro,  and  anti-Jew.  now  stigmatizes  individual  sinning. 

The  seeming  unrelatedness  of  much  in  our  modem  All  our  preaching  in  the  last  analysis  is  evangelistic, 
evangelism  to  the  great  entrenched  evils  in  our  social  We  are  continually  creating  attitudes  and  winning  the 
order  ought  at  least  to  give  us  pause  and  lead  us  to  make  acceptance  or  disapproval  of  men  for  our  message.  When 
a  reappraisement  of  our  message.  we  enter  upon  a  special  season  of  evangelism  we  are 

_  simply  cashing  in  on  what  has  already  been  said  and  done. 

^  Calling  Stockholders  to  the  “Mourners*  **  Bench 

U  we  have  related  the  gospel  to  the  whole  of  life,  we 
may  expect  men  to  respond  with  some  social  conscience. 
AjBroadened  Conception  of  Sin  Needed  When  conditions  like  this  obtain  it  ought  not  be  incon- 

It  isn’t  a  question  of  dropping  the  personal  appeal  gruous  for  the  pastor  of  some  church  on  the  avenues  in 
to  seek  Christ.  Such  would  be  the  counsel  of  despair,  some  steel  city  to  preach  a  sermon  on  the  “sanctity  of  a 
The  reconciliation  of  the  individual  heart  with  the  will  human  life”  and  call  the  factory  owners  and  managers,  1 
of  God  must  always  be  central  in  the  Christian  evangel,  directors  and  stockholders  to  the  mourners*  bench  for  ^ 
There  must  always  be  a  large  place  for  probing  into  in-  pentance.  Nor  should  it  seem  incompatible  with  the  fit- 
dividual  sins  and  for  bringing  individual  sinners  to  re-  ness  of  things  for  some  minister  in  a  crty  filled  with  racial 


A  Few  Pointed  Questions 

Why  i$  it  that  our  ovanyoUitie  trimmfh$  «««m 
to  mako  $o  littlo  improotion  on  induttrial  in- 
juttieot 

How  of  ton  aro  teagoo  raUod  and  tko  long  work¬ 
ing  dag  okortonod  ai  tho  roouU  of  our  prooont 
evangoliatie  proaehingt 

It  it  not  truo  that  muUitudot  of  our  rural 
eommunitiet  uddeh  votod  in  largo  majoritioo 
againtt  tho  child  labor  amondmont  havo  oapo- 
rioneod  groat  rovioali  of  roligion  boforo  and 
tineo  that  tWnof 

Havo  not  many  mon  who  hold  otratogie  poii- 
tiono  m  our  induotrial  world  wholo-hoartodly 
lupportod  local  ovangolittie  ondoaoori,  got  hwoo 
refuted  utterly  to  rotnody  ooidoncoe  of  indut¬ 
trial  injuttice  their  own  factorioa,  tuch  at 
tho  denied  to  tho  workort  of  roprooentation,  tho 
protection  and  care  of  the  crippled  or  aged 
worker,  or  tho  denial  of  any  retpontibUity  for 
unemploytnentt 

It  it  pottiblo  that  none  of  ut  have  ever  teen 
men  prominent  in  our  poUticed  life  who  counted 
it  a  good  thing  to  tupport  revioala  to  which  the 
“old-time  religion"  wot  being  ofered,  yet  who 
taw  little  inconaittency  to  whitewathing  tome 
political  vagabond  who  thamelettly  bought  hit 
way  to  power? — E.  A  Bsowir. 
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intolerance  to  inject  a  sermon  during  a  revival  series 
on  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan  and  call  men  to 
repentance  for  race  hatred  and  prejudice.  It  is  prob¬ 
ably  true  that  if  we  would  stress  some  of  these  things 
in  some  of  our  churches  during  seasons  of  evangelism 
that  they  would  fall  flat. 

The  Bishop’s  Sermon  Which  “Killed 
the  Meeting” 

A  distinguished  bishop  of  ’  the  Methodist  persuasion 
was  asked  a  few  years  ago  to  preach  at  a  holiness  camp- 
meeting.  He  used  a  theme  which  turned  the  minds  of 
the  congregation  to  the  missionary  and  the  larger  world 
aspects  of  Christianity.  The  comment  at  the  close  of 
the  sermon  was  that  “it  was  a  good  sermon,  but  it  killed 
the  meeting.”  It  probably  did  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  spiritual  food  offered  those  good  campmeeting 
folk  had  lacked  the  Christian  world  view  so  long  that  it 
really  seemed  like  a  foreign  importation,  and  they  found 
difficulty  in  warming  up  to  it.  Notwithstanding  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  lie  in  the  way,  it  is  hard  to  see  just  how 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  ever  going  to  come  unless  we  get 
our  converts  converted  not  only  to  the  personal  Christ, 
but  also  to  His  program  as  it  works  its  way  out  in 
the  world. 


Evangelizing  Public  Opinion 

There  is  another  aspect  to  the  problem.  In  all  our 
evangelism  we  have  reckoned  too  little  with  public  opinion. 
We  have  quite  largely  sought  social  ends  by  converting 
individuals.  There  is  no  question  but  what  if  we  would 
convert  enough  individuals  that  we  could  secure  some 
great  social  gains,  providing  they  were  socially  converted. 
However,  we  are  not  shut  up  to  this  one  avenue  toward 
social  redemption.  Is  it  not  legitimate  to  seek  social 
gains  by  the  conversion  of  public  sentiment?  The  fact 
is  that  in  one  sphere  of  our  social  life  we  have  won  a 
conspicuous  victory  in  just  this  way.  '  We  did  not  se¬ 
cure  the  abolition  of  the  liquor  traffic  by  getting  even  a 
majority  converted  so  that  we  could  vote  it  out.  In  fact, 
that  was  not  our  strategy!  What  we  did  do  was  this. 
Over  a  period  of  fifty  years  or  more  we  created  a  public 
sentiment  in  favor  of  prohibition  through  education  and 
propaganda. 

.  We  placed  books  in  our  schools  showing  the  effects 
of  alcoholism.  We  kept  the  issue  before  the  public  by 
sermons,  lectures,  parades,  and  the  ballot  box.  We  went 
into  politics.  We  organized  the  Anti-Saloon  League, 
which  became  the  political  arm  of  the  church  in  temper¬ 
ance  matters.  We  took  the  stump  in  every  township, 
county,  and  State  in  the  Union.  We  flooded  the  land 
with  literature.  Then  after  a  half  century,  victory  was 
ours.  How  did  we  win?  We  won  by  converting  the 
group  mind.  We  changed  public  opinion  over  a  period 
of  years  and  achieved  a  social  gain  which  meant  literally 
moral  and  spiritual  salvation  for  countless  multitudes. 
During  all  this  time  we  did  not  cease  to  preach  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  personal  redemption.  In  fact,  we  did  the  thing 
which  has  just  been  urged  as  an  evangelistic  necessity 
— we  preached  the  social  gospel  of  temperance  in  our 
revival  services  and  called  men  to  rej>entance  on  the 
strength  of  it!  In  the  last  generation  or  so  conversion 
has  meant  living  a  temperate  life! 


Fields  for  To-day’s  Evangelism 

o  Two  things  emerge  here.  First,  if  men  can  be  brought 
to  repentance  and  made  socially  minded  in  the  matter  of 
temperance,  is  there  any  reason  why  men  will  ftot  re¬ 
spond  in  a  like  manner  in  a  personal  way  to  any  other 
social  challenge  offered  by  the  church?  Whjst  might  be 
done  to  the  war  spirit  over  a  period  of  years  if  attacked 
in  this  fashion?  Second,  if  through  a  period  of  fifty 
years  of  preaching  and  education  we  can  achieve  a  good 
measure  of  prohibition  and  thus  save  a  multitude  of  boys 
from  drunkards’  graves,  why  can’t  we  use  the  same 
methods  of  publicity  and  group  action  to  change  public 
opinion  on  such  matters  as  war  or  industrial  injustice? 
Why  can’t  we  crystallize  public  sentiment  against  such 
unchristian  foreign  policies  as  extraterritoriality  in 
China  or  the  Japanese  Exclusion  Act?  If  it  is  true  that 
there  is  likely  to  be  an  alignment  between  Russia  and 
the  Oriental  powers  in  preparation  for  some  future  war, 
is  it  not  time  that  we  include  some  of  these  things  defi¬ 
nitely  in  our  evangelistic  program  and  seek  by  united  ac¬ 
tion  to  achieve  a  Christian  social  order  the  world  aroimd? 

It  does  not  follow,  of  course,  that  when  the  group 
mind  is  changed  on  any  social  question  that  the  indi¬ 
vidual  necessarily  is  made  better.  The  influence,  how¬ 
ever,  will  be  for  good.  The  children  of  this  generation 
are  morally  better  off  than  the  children  of  the  previous 
one,  in  which  the  saloon  beckoned  to  them  from  every 
comer.  It  is  infinitely  better  to  be  rid  of  moral  sewer 
gas  than  to  have  to  develop  powers  which,  in  a  measure, 
can  withstand  it. 


“Blood  Sweating”  Over  Social  Sins  Needed 

If  this  wider  conception  of  evangelism  seems  to  take 
in  territory  which  was  not  formerly  occupied,  the  only 
excuse  offered  is  that  such  territory  will  have  to  be  taken 
in  before  the  kingdom  of  God  is  realized.  Our  present 
evangelism  is  falling  short  in  realizing  this  wider  goal. 
Too  much  is  left  undone.  We  are  straining  out  the  gnats 
and  complacently  swallowing  too  many  camels.  In  our 
exaltation  of  Jesus  we  are  forgetting  Jesus’  way  of  life. 
No  loyalty  to  the  person  of  Jesus,  which  must  be  the 
center  of  all  Christian  living,  is  at  all  adequate  which 
does  not  devotedly  attempt  to  realize  His  purposes  in 
human  life.  We  are  not  called  upon  to  drop  anything 
worth  while  in  the  usage  of  the  past.  Our  great  need 
is  to  shoot  into  the  fervent  evangelistic  spirit  and  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  fathers  the  newer  social  vision.  Men  used 
to  sweat  blood  over  the  enormity  of  their  personal  in¬ 
iquity.  We  do  not  need  this  any  the  less,  but  toe  do  need 
more  blood  steeatmg  over  our  naive  accepta/nce  of  the 
blighting  social  sins  in  our  modem  life.  We  need  an 
evangelism  which  changes  attitudes  and  motives  and  lifts 
men  to  lives  of  great  personal  holiness ;  but  we  need  more. 
We  need  an  evangelism  which  interprets  the  Christian 
life  in  terms  of  social  conduct  and  attitudes.  We  need 
one  which  will  inspire  men  to  carry  the  mind  of  Christ 
into  the  market  place  and  factory.  We  need  one  which 
seeks  nothing  less  than  the  utter  transformation  of  our 
present  social  order  and  the  establishment  of  the  reign 
of  God  among  men.  It  will  be  a  great  day  when  we  de¬ 
votedly  give  ourselves  to  such  a  task. 

AxaoN,  omo. 
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On  Making  Appointments 

Some  Problems  Which  Keep  a  Bishop’s  Life  from  Becoming  a 

Saint’s  Everlasting  Rest” 

By  Bishop  Ernest  G.  Richardson 


The  making  of  appointments  is  a  very  much  more 
difficult  matter  nowadays  than  it  used  to  be  for¬ 
merly.  This  is  due  mostly  to  two  causes:  First, 
the  results  arising  from  the  area  system  of  episcopal 
supervision  increase  the  difficulty.  The  area  system  gives 
to  the  bishop  a  very  much  more  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  great  mass  of  preachers  than  he  could  possibly 
have  had  under  the  former  system  of  supervision.  His 
more  intimate  knowledge  of  men  and  their  families  makes 
the  appointments  a  much  more  personal  matter  than  it 
used  to  be.  Also,  under  the  area  system  the  bishop  in 
most  cases  stays  with  the  appointments.  He  does  not 
make  appointments  and  then  go  away  and  know  little 
or  nothing  of  the  result  of  the  appointment.  For  these 
two  reasons  connected  with  our  present  area  system,  ap¬ 
pointments  have  a  personal  relationship  that  they  did 
not  formerly  have.  This  personal  relationship  adds  to 
the  seriousness  of  making  the  appointment. 

The  second  great  cause  that  increases  the  difficulty 
of  appointment  making  is  the  growing  spirit  of  Congre¬ 
gationalism  and  democracy  in  our  church.  As  a  result 
of  this  growing  spirit,  the  churches  make  many  more 
requests  than  they  used  to  do.  The  ruling  of  the  Gen- 
erid  Conference  adopted  only  a  few  years  ago,  to  the 
effect  that  negotiations  between  churches  and  pastors 
should  not  be  made  prior  to  Conference  sessions,  sounds 
already  archaic  and  even  antediluvian. 

Both  of  the  causes  mentioned  above  that  tend  to 
make  appointment  making  more  difficult  are  good  in 
themselves.  The  area  system  of  episcopal  supervision  is 
infinitely  superior  to  the  former  method.  We  will  never 
have  a  reversion  to  the  system  of  the  older  days. 

All  the  “Autocracy”  Not  on  the  Bishop’s  Side 

To  get  the  benefits  out  of  the  improved  conditions 
without  suffering  serious  damage,  it  is  necessary  that 
everybody  concerned  shall  play  the  game.  Autocracy  in 
making  appointments  is  not  wanted.  When  this  is  said, 
it  practically  always  is  said  applying  solely  to  the  bishop. 
It  does  apply  to  him.  A  bishop  is  unworthy  of  his  office 
who  would  habitually  make  appointments  autocratically. 
But  unless  we  are  to  have  very  serious  difficulties,  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  the  autocratic  spirit  must  be  understood  to  apply 
to  everybody  concerned  in  the  making  of  appointments. 
If  the  bishop  ought  not  to  be  autocratic,  by  what  right 
does  the  individual  pastor  or  local  church  claim  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  being  autocratic?  Yet  this  autocratic  spirit  on 
the  part  of  individual  pastors  and  church  committees 
adds  very  greatly  to  the  difficulty  in  making  appoint¬ 
ments. 

Preachers  sometimes  absolutely  refuse  to  accept  any 
one  of  a  number  of  appointments  that  are  offered  to  them. 
Committees  from  churches  often  positively  decline  to  re¬ 
ceive  any  one  of  a  niunber  of  pastors  that  are  offered 
to  them.  Why  does  not  the  rule  against  autocracy 
apply  to  the  individual  pastor  and  the  church  committee 
equally  as  it  applies  to  the  cabinet?  If  our  system  is 


obsolete,  let  it  be  scrapped.  If  our  system  is  not  so  bad 
that  it  should  be  scrapped,  but  it  should  be  tinkered,  let 
it  be  amended.  If  we  are  going  to  stand  by  our  present 
system  in  appointment  making,  let  all  those  copcerned 
play  the  game.  Let  the  bishop,  the  pastor,  and  the  indi¬ 
vidual  church  all  understand  that  in  a  very  democratic 
spirit  they  must  all  give  and  take. 

When  Preachers  Gossip 

There  are  other  matters  which  interfere  greatly  in 
appointment  making.  One  that  adds  greatly  to  this 
difficulty  is  the  habit  of  gossip.  On  the  part  of  preach¬ 
ers  there  is  a  quite  common,  though  sometimes  unwitting, 
criticism  of  other  preachers.  These  criticisms  are  heard 
by  the  laity,  and  are  often  the  reason  for  their  being  un-  j 
willing  to  receive  a  pastor.  There  are  also  laymen  who 
claim  to  have  a  very  wide  acquaintance  with  the  foibles 
and  shortcomings  of  pastors.  By  their  gossip  they  are 
very  liable  to  poison  the  minds  of  other  laymen  against 
certain  preachers.  This  word  must  not  in  any  way  be 
understood  to  be  an  appeal  for  concealing  facts  that 
should  be  known.  Very  frequently,  however,  if  the  re¬ 
mark  was  tested  by  whether  it  is  necessary  for  it  to  be 
made  or  not,  we  are  sure  it  would  not  be  made.  Nor  are 
we  pleading  that  every  brother  minister  should  be  boosted 
regardless  of  the  facts.  But  that  everyone  should  not 
be  knocked  is  just  as  true  as  that  everybody  should  not 
be  boosted. 

The  Lazy  Preacher  Who  Palms  Off  the 
Same  Old  Sermon 

The  preachers  also  have  much  to  do  with  the  ease  or 
difficulty  in  the  making  of  appointments.  Sometimes,  of 
course,  excellent  men,  against  whom  no  words  of  just 
criticism  can  be  made,  find  themselves  in  a  “squeeze.”  < 
Sometimes  such  men  suffer  in  the  appointments.  From 
the  standpoint  of  ten  years’  experience  in  helping  to 
make  appointments,  I  wish  to  say,  however,  that  quite 
frequently  difficulties  in  making  appointments  are  due 
to  the  fact  that  men  who  have  not  made  good  demand 
that  they  should  be  taken  care  of.  Sometimes  the  failure 
to  make  good  has  been  due  to  the  lack  of  a  friendly  and 
sociable  spirit.  Many  complaints  come  to  the  cabinet 
that  the  preacher  does  not  mingle  with,  and  so  does  not 
know  the  needs  of,  his  congregation.  Sometimes  the  com¬ 
plaint  is  that  he  is,  in  plain  English,  lazy.  Quite  fre¬ 
quently  those  who  object  to  the  preacher  say  that  his 
sermons  manifest  no  new  quality.  They  are  evidently 
infirm  from  age.  All  of  the  quotations,  allusions,  figures 
of  speech,  and  illustrations  are  taken  from  bygone  years. 
It  is  difficult  to  maintain  the  grade,  as  the  saying  is,  for 
such  a  man.  Yet  very  often  the  man  about  whom  these 
things  are  said  is  the  man  that  makes  the  greatest  de¬ 
mands  upon  the  cabinet  and  creates  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty.  If  preachers  are  lazy  and  indifferent  and  unso¬ 
ciable,  honest  appointment  making  should  not  be  held  re¬ 
sponsible  for  any  losses  that  may  come  to  them. 
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New  Approach  to  the  Mass  Movement 

in  India 

A  Day  at  Ghaziabad 

By  Ralph  E.  Diffendorfer 


He  had  walked  fifteen  miles 
since  sunrise,  bringing  with 
him  a  group  of  his  villagers, 
a  tall,  venerable  figure  whose  red 
turban  and  dignified  carriage 
marked  Him  as  a  man  of  importance. 

The  water-carrier  was  giving  him 
water  in  a  small  stream  from  his 
goat-skin  water-bag  when  I  first  saw 
him.  He  straightened  up  with  a 
cordial  salutation,  “Salaam,  sahib.” 

“Peace  be  unto  you,”  I  replied. 

“Did  many  people  come  from  your 
village  to-day,  brother,  to  see  the 
opening  of  this  school?” 

“A  dozen  came,  sahib,  with  their 
wives  and  children.  The  others 
stayed  to  watch  the  crops,  for  the 
distance  is  more  than  thirty  cos.” 

“That’s  fine.  Perhaps  some  day 
a  young  man  from  this  school  will  go  to  your  village  to 
teach  your  people  and  to  counsel  with  them.  How  would 
you  like  that?” 

“Ah,  we  would  like  that,  sahib.  We  would  be  glad 
to  have  him  live  in  our  village  and  teach  our  people. 
The  God  of  Jesus  knows  that  my  people  are  a  needy  peo¬ 
ple,  but  we  wish  to  make  life  different  for  our  children.” 

Hundreds  of  others  like  him  swelled  the  crowd  of 
more  than  a  thousand  who  were  present  that  day  for  the 
opening  of  Ingraham  Institute  at  Ghaziabad,  India — 
headmen  from  the  outcaste  wards  of  surrounding  vil¬ 
lages  where  missionary  influence  had  begun  to  be  felt. 
I  They  had  come  to  share  in  the  excitement,  to  hear  the 
music,  to  see  the  white  men  who  had  come  from  across 
the  Black  Wat^r,  to  join  with  the  crowds;  but  also  they 
had  come  because  they  understood  that  here  was  a  great 
new  school  which  would  soon  be  sending  teachers  and 
ministers  to  their  villages. 

Bargains  in  Boys 

There  is  only  one  way  by  which  the  great  mass  of 
depressed  humanity  that  has  moved  towards  Christianity 
in  India  during  the  last  three  decades  can  be  lifted,  and 
that  is  by  starting  a  widespread  system  of  village  schools, 
with  trained  Indian  teachers  in  charge,  who  understand 
village  problems  and  who  are  equipped  to  act  both  as 
pastors  and  teachers  for  these  simple  communities.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  among  the  depressed  classes  recognize  that  this 
is  the  next  move ;  but  they  are  faced  with  a  need  for  ade¬ 
quately  trained  Indian  Christian  leadership.  A  great 
number  of  boys  and  girls  from  the  villages  have  been  edu- 
rcated  at  the  large  central  mission  schools  in  the  years 
past,  but  invariably  after  leaving  the  schools  they  have 
gone  off  to  the  cities  to  earn  their  living,  leaving  the 
village  from  which  they  came  no  better  by  their  educa¬ 
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tion.  Village  communities  which 
have  been  nominally  Christian  for 
several  generations  have  made  little 
progress  toward  advancing  in  the 
scale  of  their  social  and  economic 
life. 

The  'Ingraham  Institute  is  an 
educational  enterprise  designed  to 
remedy  this  situation,  and  furnishes 
therefore  a  new  approach  to  the  mass 
movement.  At  this  institute  selected 
boys  from  the  villages  will  be  trained 
in  a  “village  atmosphere”  to  become 
future  community  leaders.  The  in¬ 
stitute  has  a  plot  of  forty  acres,  the 
beginnings  of  a  farm,  and  each  boy 
will  be  required  to  do  a  certain 
amount  of  manual  labor  each  day. 
Character  will  be  trained  “through 
the  education  of  heart  and  hand,” 
after  the  methods  of  education  for  Negroes,  which  have 
been  so  successful  at  institutes  like  Hampton  and  Tus- 
kegee. 

A  Living  Memorial 

The  institute  was  made  possible  by  the  generous  be¬ 
quest  of  the  late  Rev.  Robert  S.  Ingraham,  D.D.,  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  Wisconsin  Conference.  The 
gift  was  made  to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  des¬ 
ignated  for  the  training  school  in  India  by  Mrs.  Ingra¬ 
ham  as  a  memorial  to  her  husband. 

The  bricks  for  the  building  were  made  on  the  grounds, 
and  teachers’  quarters,  hostels  for  boys,  homes  for  stu¬ 
dent  preachers,  and  a  residence  for  the  missionary  in 
charge  have  been  erected. 

The  location  of  the  institute  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Northwest  India  Conference  makes  it  possible  to  serve 
directly  173,000  Indian  Christians — one  third  of  the  en¬ 
tire  Christian  community  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  India. 

The  missionary  enterprise  is  confronted  with  this 
great  mass  of  nominal  Christians,  not  far  removed  from 
the  outcaste  communities  from  which  they  have  come; 
but,  having  this  advantage,  they  have  laid  themselves 
open  to  the  redemptive  power  of  Jesus  Christ.  They 
present  a  problem  in  social  regeneration  which  is  testing 
the  spiritual  and  prophetic  resources  of  the  Christian 
movement  in  India  to  the  full,  and  they  can  be  lifted  only 
by  the  slow  processes  of  education,  raising  each  succeed¬ 
ing  generation  to  a  higher  stage  of  moral,  economic,  and 
intellectual  life  until,  through  patience  and  hope,  they 
have  attained  unto  the  abundant  life.  In  this  process 
India  must  have  the  help  of  men  and  money  from  Amer¬ 
ican  Methodists  for  many  years  to  come. 
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The  Salt  Shaker 


Rules  for  Avoiding  Being  a  Bore 

1.  The  first  essential  is  to  talk  too  little 
rather  than  too  much. 

2.  Avoid  detaii.  A  sketch  may  he  crude, 
inaccurate,  and  badly  executed,  but  it  is  not 
boring. 

8.  If  you  mvut  tell  a  story — and  please  don’t 
do  so  if  you  can  help  it — nmor  imitate  the 
mannerisms  or  intonations  of  the  people  yon 
are  describing. 

4.  Look  interested;  and,  if  possible,  bo  in¬ 
terested  in  what  other  people  say.  Do  not 
let  your  eyes  or  your  attention  wander.  A 
good  listener  is  never  a  bore. — ^Atlantic 
Monthly. 

A  Bore’s  Head 

Take  a  mass  of  unleavened  egotism.  Chop 
a  cupful  of  trite  conversational  chestnuts 
into  smftll  pieces,  shells  and  all.  Add  a 
quart  of  drv  facts,  from  which  the  juice  of 
humor  has  been  extracted,  and  a  cupful  of 
dates,  stuffed  with  statistics.  Stir  in — ^very 
slowly — a  pint  of  personal  anecdote  from 
which  all  imagination  has  been  strained. 

Flavor  with  the  essqpce  of  complete  in¬ 
difference  to  anybody’s  taste  but  your  own. 

Pour  into  a  mould  stamped  with  your  own 
image,  and  turn  onto  a  platter  garnished 
with  plenty  of  thvme. 

This  dish  has  frequently  appeared  at  so¬ 
cial  functions  of  the  Rich  and  Great 

I  have  s^ven  you  the  rules;  it  is  for  vou 
to  avoid  following  them. — ^Atlantic  Montidy. 

“Erotic,  Neurotic,  and  Plain  Rotten’’ 


for  those  who  worship  and  obey.  To  pro¬ 
pitiate  and  to  serve  is  the  highest  duty  of 
man.  The  national  state  has  a  mission,  and 
its  mission  is  everlasting. 

The  new  relijdon  has  its  rituals.  The  flag 
is  supplanting  the  cross.  The  fiag  is  the  otn 
ject  of  ceremonious  salutes  and  dippinn. 
Men  bare  their  heads,  children  swear  alle¬ 
giance,  adolescents  orate,  and  the  grand  old 
chiefs  of  the  tribe  lend  an  ear  to  tte  wisdom 
of  babes  and  sucklings.  The  national  Christ¬ 
mas  in  America  comes  on  the  Fourth  of  July, 
the  special  days  set  aside  for  Saint  George, 
Saint  Abraham,  Saint  Theodore,  and  Saint 
’Woodrow.  The  manger  lies  at  Mt.  Vernon: 
good  can  hail  from  Virginia.  The  devout 
adorn  their  walls  with  ikons,  and  upon  their 
terraces  lie  busts. — Prof.  H.  D.  Lasswell,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Chicago. 

Indifference 

When  Jesus  came  to  Golgotha  they  hangpd 
Him  on  a  tree; 

They  drove  great  nails  through  hands  and 
feet,  and  made  a  Calvary; 

They  crowned  Him  with  a  crown  of  thorns, 
red  were  His  wounds  and  deep; 

For  those  were  crude  and  cruel  days,  and 
human  fiesh  was  cheap. 

When  Jesus  came  to  Birmingham  they  sim¬ 
ply  passed  Him  by; 

They  never  hurt  a  hair  of  Him,  they  only 
let  Him  die; 

For  men  had  grown  more  tender,  and  they 
would  not  give  Him  pain —  • 

They  only  just  passed  down  the  street  and 
left  Him  in  the  rain. 


For  those  who  have  been  penurious  in  their 
worship  of  Thee,  enrich  them  as  exponents 
of  holy  praise. 

For  those  who  sound  no  keynote  for  God, 
tune  their  hearts  with  Thy  harmonising  in¬ 
fluence. 

For  those  whom  Christ  has  never  rooken 
through,  stir  up  an  eagerness  for  listening  to 
the  divine  Voice. 

For  those  who  are  ^ving  largely  of  their 
time  to  the  things  of  tMs  world,  and  so  little 
to  the  concerns  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and 
of  that  which  is  to  come,  reveal  to  them  the 
cheapness  and  emptiness  of  it  all. 

For  those  who  nave  cares,  testing  obliga¬ 
tions,  and  bodily  suffering,  grant  unto  them 
an  enlarging  realisation  of  Thv  strens^h. 

For  those  who  are  pathetically  weak  in  the 
psychological  moments  for  being  strong,  lead 
them  unto  a  position  of  stability. 


Ten  Reasons  for  the  Establishment 
of  the  Family  Altar 

1.  I  will  send  you  forth  to  the  daily  task 
with  cheerful  heart,  stronger  for  the  work, 
truer  to  duty,  and  determined  in  whatever 
is  done  therein  to  glorify  God. 

2.  It  will  give  you  strength  to  meet  the 
discouragements,  the  disappointments,  the. 
unexpected  adversities,  and  sometimes  the  I 
blighted  hopes  that  may  fall  to  your  lot.  " 

8.  It  will  make  you  conscious  throughout 
the  day  of  the  attending  presence  of  an  un¬ 
seen,  divine  One,  who  will  bring  you  through 
more  than  conqueror  over  every  unholy 
thought  or  thing  that  rises  up  against  yon. 

4.  It  will  sweeten  home  life  and  enrich  home 


Every  news  stand  in  the  country  carries 
a  load  of  magazines,  the  purpose  of  which  is 
to  play  upon  the  too  human  emotions  of 
lust,  curiosity,  malice,  and  egoism  in  order 
to  share  in  the  profit  of  large-scale  circu¬ 
lation.  That  is  what  these  confession  maga¬ 
zines,  “health”  magaaines,  psvchological 
magazines,  erotic,  neurotic,  and  plain  rotten 
magazines  prevailingly  do.  They  strike  un¬ 
der  the  level  of  public  taste  in  the  well- 
founded  hope  of  successful  exploitation. 
There  has  always  been  plenty  of  tinder  in 
every  society  awaiting  the  spark.  Sparks 
will  fly  and  fires  will  ^dle,  but  the  present 
wholesale  debauchery  of  human  interest  by 
print  is  the  most  remarkable  commercializa¬ 
tion  of  vice  and  vulgarity  in  modern  times. 
One  must  go  back  to  the  pandering  of  late 
Roman  days  to  find  anything  like  it.  Nor 
is  the  insistent  urge  of  sex  appeal  its  worst 
feature.  That  is  a  post-war  phenomenon 
which  in  part  is  an  escape  from  suppression, 
and  which  will  disappear  as  soon  as  some 
other  emotion  is  more  readily  aroused.  It 
is  the  vulgarity,  morbid  emotionalism,  and 
sicklv  smartness  of  this  literature  with  no 
standards,  ideals,  nor  hopes  or  desires  that 
are  not  cheap,  sentimental,  or  b^ocritical 
that  is  the  real  danger.  There  have  been 
plenty  of  morbid,  hypocritical,  vulgar  writ¬ 
ers  in  the  past,  but  they  have  never  been 
commercialized  on  such  a  scale;  they  have 
never  found  such  opportunity  where,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  the  Government  as  well  as  their  pro¬ 
prietors,  pays  them  to  exploit  the  rablic, 
and  where  the  public  has  been  so  openly  ed¬ 
ucated  down  to  the  desired  level. — Henry 
Seidel  Canby,  in  “The  Independent” 


The  Religion  of  Nationalism 

The  vogue  of  superheated  nationalism  is 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  upper  middle 
classes  have  discovered  in  it  an  emotional 
substitute  for  Christianity.  What  is  hap¬ 
pening  in  America  and  elsewhere  is  a  process 
of  syncretism  by  which  an  ever-diminishing 
element  of  Christianity  and  an  ever-increas¬ 
ing  element  of  nationalism  is  entering  into 
the  alloy  known  as  modem  religion. 

The  god  of  the  new  cult  is  the  patrio,  the 
state,  for  whom  the  modem  man  will  offer 
up  his  life.  The  ideal  of  the  national  state 
is  a  mighty,  mystic  power  outside  of  puny 
individual  men.  It  is  the  source  of  blessings 


Still  Jesus  cried,  “Forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  thev  do.” 

And  still  it  rained  the  winter  rain  that 
drenched  Him  through  and  through. 

The  crowds  went  home  and  left  the  streets 
without  a  soul  to  see. 

And  Jesus  crouched  against  a  wall  and  cried 
for  Calvary! 

— G.  A.  Studdert-Kennedy,  in  “The  Sorrows 
of  God.” 


America  and  World  Leadership 

An  enormous  mass  of  Intellectual  work, 
thought,  discussion,  and  diffusion  has  to  be 
done  before  English-speaking  America  can 
achieve  that  leadership  in  world  affairs  to 
which  its  present  prosperity  and  good  for¬ 
tune  may  be  consiaered  to  entitle  it.  With¬ 
out  a  positive  effort  to  that  end,  the  United 
States  may  sink  into  a  self-complacent  se¬ 
curity  and  prosperity  that  may  last  for  many 
generations,  that  may  achieve  much  art  and 
elegance,  and  leave  that  great  people  at 
the  end  impotent  and  temporarily  decadent, 
as  China  was  through  the  latter  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century. — H.  G.  Wells. 

Sects 

There  isn’t  a  single  live  issue  between  the 
various  Protestant  sects.  I  am  a  Baptist, 
but  there  isn’t  any  difference  worth  an  in¬ 
telligent  man’s  consideration  between  the  be¬ 
liefs  of  my  sect  and  those  of  the  various 
other  Protestant  denominations.  The  vari¬ 
ous  sects  may  possibly  continue  forever,  be¬ 
cause  of  traditional  sentiment,  coherence, 
memory,  and  emotion  will  serve  to  bind 
them.  However,  there  isn’t  a  rational  reason 
for  their  continuance.  They  are  an  absurd 
expense,  and  they  clash  in  their  missionary 
activities  in  the  Orient.  It  isn’t  good  busi¬ 
ness  for  one  small  city  to  have  a  dozen  Prot¬ 
estant  churches  all  supported  by  the  sub¬ 
scriptions  of  the  citizens. — Harry  Emerson 
Fosdick. 

A  Parish  Litany 

For  those  who  have  no  inclination  to  pray, 
mty  Thy  Spirit  begin  an  awakening  work. 

For  those  who  are  dead  to  the  “joy”  of 
giving,  help  them,  with  their  money  for 
Thee,  to  make  the  “venture”  that  shall  mean 
increasing  life. 


relationship  as  nothing  else  can  do. 

6.  It  will  resolve  all  the  misunderstanding 
and  relieve  all  the  friction  that  sometimes 
intrudes  into  the  sacred  precincts  of  family 
life. 

6.  It  will  hold  as  nothing  else  the  boys  and 
girls  when  they  have  gone  out  from  under¬ 
neath  the  parental  roof. 

7.  It  will  exert  a  helpful,  hallowed  influ¬ 
ence  over  those  who  may  at  any  time  be  guests 
within  the  home. 

8.  It  will  enforce  as  nothing  else  can  do 
the  work  of  your  pastor  in  pulpit  and  in 
pew,  and  stimulate  the  life  of  your  church 
in  its  every  activity. 

9.  It  will  furnish  an  example  and  a  stim¬ 
ulus  to  other  homes  for  the  same  kind  of 
life  and  service  and  devotion  to  God. 

10.  The  Word  of  God  requires  it,  and  in 
thus  obeying  God  we  honor  Him  who  is  the 
Giver  of  all  good  and  the  Source  of  all  bless¬ 
ing. 

The  Modern  Child  Frankenstein 

The  modern  child  is  a  Frankenstein  which 
civilization  has  created  and  which  can  only 
be  conquered  by  the  new  “profession  of  par¬ 
enthood,”  which  wiil  teach  parents  to  deal 
with  the  new  child. 

Children,  not  wanted  by  the  skyscraper 
civilization,  have  taken  a  terrible  revenge  on 
civilization. 

Either  they  have  not  come  at  all,  or,  when 
they  have  come,  they  have  been  the  children 
of  civilisation,  and  how  anybody  can  take 
any  great  satisfaction  in  this  achievement  is 
hard  for  one  to  see. — President  H.  M.  Mc¬ 
Cracken,  of  Vassar  College. 


Scamper  and  Rush 

“You  give  me  the  impression,”  said  a 
candid  friend  to  a  hard-working  parson, 
“less  of  a  ‘collected  Galilean’  than  of  an 
understaffed  American  office.”  Apt  char¬ 
acterization  of  the  scamper  and  rush  of 
many  of  our  lives! — E.  S.  Woods. 


For  Official  Boards 

Sir  George  Adam  Smith  has  said  truly  that 
God’s  causes  are  not  destroyed  by  being 
blown  up,  but  by  being  sat  upon. 
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There  Is  a  Gloud  Gathering 

By  the  Rev.  N.  S.  T.  Shamborguer 

There  is  no  need  to  cry  “peace,  peace,  when  there  to  the  poor  and  helpless,  if  it  may  be  a  lengthening  of 
IS  no  peace.”  To  the  close  observer  there  is  a  cloud  thy  tranquillity. 

on  the  political  horizon.  Look  in  what  direction  Someone  has  said:  “Right  forever  on  the  scaffold, 
you  may,  you  can  see  signs  of  the  oncoming  storm  that  Wrong  forever  on  the  throne ;  Still  that  scaffold  sways 
IS  dMtined  to  shake  this  great  old  country  of  ours.  the  future,  But  beyond  the  dim  unknown,  So  doth  God 

these  clouds  are  gathering  from  the  east,  west,  north,  keep  watch  o’er  his  own.”  God  is  moving.  You  can  hear 
and  south.  The  blood  of  the  innocent  is  crying  out  from  the  onward  march  of  a  brighter  day.  Scan  the  papers 
the  ground.  Look  about  you  and  read  the  signs  of  the  and  you  will  note  that  the  men  who  live  in  glass  houses 
times  and  you  will  note  that  the  men  who  are  pulling  at  are  afraid  to  cast  a  stone.  Gentlemen,  you  who  are  man- 
the  oars  of  the  Old  Ship  of  State  show  a  peculiar  pallor  ning  the  Ship  of  State,  there  is  only  one  way  to  escape 
on  their  faces,  and  yet  they  cry,  “peace.”  So  frightened  the  inevitable,  that  is  to  turn  to  God.  God  has  promised 
are  they  that  the  oncoming  storm  may  sweep  them  away,  to  fight  for  His  people.  Nebuchadnezzar  said  that  God 
They  are  forgetting  the  good  of  the  country  at  large  doth  according  to  His  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven  and 
and  are  holding  to  their  own  political  section  of  the  coun-  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  and  none  can  stay 
try.  But  the  storm  is  rising.  PoUtical  corruption,  lynch-  His  hand  or  say  unto  Him,  “What  doest  Thou?”  But 
ing,  crime  wave,  taxation  without  representation.  Say  it  took  him  seven  years  to  learn  that  great  lesson.  They 
what  you  will,  but  the  clouds  are  gathering.  who  would  rule  by  might  and  lord  it  over  the  weaker 

Men  are  throwing  up  their  hands  in  horror,  saying,  brother  might  take  lesson  from  his  example. 

What  shall  we  do?”  The  answer  is,  break  off  thy  sins  “Right  is  right  since  God  is  God,  and  right  the  day 
by  righteousness  and  thine  iniquities  by  showing  mercy  must  win.”  This  is  true  with  individuals  and  nations. 

Church  School  Advancement 

In  the  Colored  Conferences  of  the  Atlanta  Area 

By  the  Rev.  James  C.  McMorries 

Field  Director  of  Beligioue  Education,  19X6 

Retrospective  course,  yet  they  felt  that  they  knew  all  about  our  pro- 

SOON  after  my  arrival  in  Atlanta,  on  July  1,  1921,  gram.  None  of  them  had  made  a  serious  attempt  to 
to  undertake  the  field  promotion  of  religious  edu-  ®Ppiy  the  methods  that  we  advocated,  yet  they  were  sure 
cation  in  the  colored  Conferences  of  the  Atlanta  our  program  was  not  practicable.  Our  program  stood 
Area,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Board  of  Sunday  Schools  condemned  without  a  trial,  falsely  accused,  and  rejected 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  I  took  stock  of  the  io  general  by  those  who  had  had  an  opportunity  to  re¬ 
achievements  that  had  already  been  made.  A  careful  ceive  it. 

study  revealed  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  teacher-  I  w’fis  literally  thrust  into  this  situation  while  a  stran- 
training  classes  had  been  organized  in  local  churches,  and  only  about  two  weeks  after  my  graduation  from 

but  only  three  classes  were  really  active.  Closely  graded  a  professional  school  in  religious  education  and  social 
lessons  were  used  in  only  four  Sunday  schools,  in  some  service,  but  the  dauntless  spirit  of  the  pioneer  did  not 
departments.  While  some  real  interest  in  the  modem  fail  me.  My  faith  in  progress,  my  courage  to  set  sail, 
program  of  the  church  school  had  been  created  in  a  few  and  my  unquestioning  enthusiasm  caused  me  to  look  the 
centers,  ministers  and  Sunday-school  workers  in  general  Lord  in  the  face  and  say,  “Master,  I  will  go  with  you 
were  inclined  to  follow  the  old,  well-worn  rut  that  was  wherever  you  go.”  Our  problem  with  parents  was  not 
made  by  their  fathers  and  mothers,  who  had  good  inten-  a  matter  of  opposition,  as  was  the  case  with  some  of  our 
tions  but  bad  practices  in  the  light  of  our  present  knowl-  church  leaders,  but  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  and 
edge  of  methods  in  religious  education.  lethargy.  For  several  months  I  labored  almost  single- 

Some  of  our  ministers  were  prejudiced  against  our  handed,  but  gradually  my  opposition  waned  and  friends 
modern  program  of  religious  education  by  their  disbelief  were  won  over  to  our  program.  With  their  support  and 
in  what  is  commonly  termed  “Child  Religion.”  Others  co-operation,  we  advanced  our  program  in  the  area 
were  opposed  to  our  program  because  they  understood  steadily  along  all  lines  and  in  strategic  centers, 
that  religious  education  attempted  to  substitute  intelli¬ 
gence  for  religion.  Quite  a  few  thought  that  all  we  had  Some  Outstanding  AcWevements 

to  offer  was  theory.  Some  contended  that  our  program  Some  of  our  best  results  cannot  be  reduced  to  figures, 
would  not  work  in  Negro  churches  and  schools.  Many  Often  our  task  is  so  large  that  it  outshines  our  achieve- 
workers  were  willing  to  turn  their  schools  over  to  me  and  ments'  like  the  great  sun  outshines  and  hides  the  stars 
stand  back  and  see  me,  by  some  miraculous  means,  trans-  during  the  day.  Often  we  grow  impatient  in  the  face 
form  them  instantly.  They  said,  “It  is  your  job;  now  of  our  problems  and  look  for  some  short  cut  to  their 
go  to  it.”  It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  none  of  these  solution.  This  is  apt  to  be  true  in  our  field,  where  growth 
people  had  completed  a  thorough  course  in  religious  edu-  is  the  law,  education  the  method,  and  Christian  character 
cation  or  even  as  much  as  our  standard  teacher  training  the  goal.  Often  we  are  like  the  nobleman  to  whom  the 
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The  Salt  Shaker 


Rules  f<ar  Avoiding  Being  a  Bore 

1.  Tbe  first  essential  is  to  talk  too  little 
rather  than  too  much. 

2.  Avoid  detaU.  A  sketch  may  he  crude, 
inaccurate,  and  hadly  executed,  hut  it  is  not 
boring. 

a  If  you  mtut  tell  a  story — and  please  don’t 
do  so  if  you  can  help  it — novor  imitate  the 
mannerisms  or  intonations  of  the  people  you 
are  describing. 

4.  Look  interested;  and,  if  possible,  bt  in¬ 
terested  in  what  other  people  say.  Do  not 
let  your  eyes  or  your  attention  wander.  A 
sooa  listener  is  never  a  bore. — Atlantic 
Monthly. 


A  Bore’s  Head 


Take  a  mass  of  unleavened  egotism.  Chop 
a  cupful  of  trite  conversational  chestnuts 
into  small  pieces,  shells  and  all.  Add  a 
quart  of  drv  fact^  from  which  the  juice  of 
humor  has  been  extracted,  and  a  cuptul  of 
dates,  stuffed  with  statistics.  Stir  in — ^very 
slowly — a  pint  of  personal  anecdote  from 
which  all  imagination  has  been  strained. 

Flavor  with  tbe  essgace  of  complete  in¬ 
difference  to  anybody’s  taste  but  your  own. 

Pour  into  a  mould  stamped  with  your  own 
image,  and  turn  onto  a  platter  garnished 
with  plentv  of  thyme. 

This  dish  has  frequently  appeared  at  so¬ 
cial  functions  of  the  Rich  and  Great. 

I  have  given  you  the  rules;  it  is  for  you 
to  avoid  allowing  them. — ^Atlantic  Monthly. 

“Erotic,  Neurotic,  and  Plain  Rotten’’ 


for  those  who  worship  and  obey.  To  pro¬ 
pitiate  and  to  serve  is  the  highest  duty  of 
man.  The  national  state  has  a  mission,  and 
its  mission  is  everlasting. 

The  new  religion  has  Its  rituals.  The  fiag 
is  supplanting  the  cross.  The  fiag  is  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  ceremonious  salutes  and  dippinn. 
Men  bare  their  heads,  children  swear  alle¬ 
giance,  adolescents  orate,  and  the  grand  old 
chiefs  of  the  tribe  lend  an  ear  to  the  wisdom 
of  babes  and  sucklings.  The  national  Christ¬ 
mas  in  America  comes  on  the  Fourth  of  July, 
the  special  days  set  aside  for  Saint  George, 
Saint  Abraham,  Saint  Theodore,  and  Saint 
’Woodrow.  Tbe  manger  lies  at  Mt.  Vernon: 
good  can  hail  from  Virginia.  The  devout 
adorn  their  walls  with  ikons,  and  upon  their 
terraces  lie  busts. — Prof.  H.  D.  Lasswell,  Uni- 
.versity  of  Chicago. 

Indifference 

When  Jesus  came  to  Golgotha  they  hanged 
Him  on  a  tree; 

They  drove  great  nails  through  hands  and 
feet,  and  made  a  Calvary; 

They  crowned  Him  with  a  crown  of  thorns, 
red  were  His  wounds  and  deep; 

For  those  were  crude  and  cruel  days,  and 
human  flesh  was  cheap. 

When  Jesus  came  to  Birmingham  they  sim¬ 
ply  passed  Him  by; 

They  never  hurt  a  hair  of  Him,  they  only 
let  Him  die; 

For  men  had  grown  more  tender,  and  they 
would  not  give  Him  pain —  ' 

They  only  just  passed  down  the  street  and 
left  Him  in  the  rain. 


For  those  who  have  been  penurious  in  their 
worship  of  Thee,  enrich  them  as  exponents 
of  holy  praise. 

For  those  who  sound  no  keynote  for  God, 
tune  their  hearts  with  Thy  harmonizing  in¬ 
fluence. 

For  those  whom  Christ  has  never  spoken 
through,  stir  up  an  eagerness  for  listening  to 
the  divine  Voice. 

For  those  who  are  giving  largely  of  their 
time  to  the  things  of  this  world,  and  so  little 
to  the  concerns  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and 
of  that  which  is  to  come,  reveal  to  them  the 
cheapness  and  emptiness  of  it  all. 

For  those  who  have  cares,  testing  obliga¬ 
tions,  and  bodily  suffering,  nant  unto  them 
an  enlarging  realisation  of  Thv  strent^h. 

For  those  who  are  pathetically  weak  in  the 
psychological  moments  for  being  strong,  lead 
them  unto  a  position  of  stability. 


Ten  Reasons  for  the  Establishment 
of  the  Family  Altar 

1.  I  will  send  you  forth  to  the  daily  task 
with  cheerful  heart,  stronger  for  the  work, 
truer  to  duty,  and  determined  in  whatever 
is  done  therein  to  glorify  God. 

2.  It  will  give  you  strength  to  meet  the 
discouragements,  the  disappointments,  the 
unexpected  adversities,  and  sometimes  the 
blighted  hopes  that  may  fall  to  your  lot. 

8.  It  will  make  you  conscious  throughout 
the  day  of  the  attending  presence  of  an  un¬ 
seen,  divine  One,  who  will  bring  you  through 
more  than  conqueror  over’  every  imholy 
thought  or  thing  that  rises  up  against  yon. 

4.  It  will  sweeten  home  life  and  enrich  home 


Every  news  stand  in  the  country  carries 
a  load  of  magazines,  the  purpose  of  which  is 
to  play  upon  the  too  human  emotions  of 
lust,  curiosity,  malice,  and  egoism  in  order 
to  share  in  the  profit  of  large-scale  circu¬ 
lation.  That  is  what  these  confession  maga¬ 
zines,  “health”  magazines,  psychological 
magazines,  erotic,  neurotic,  and  plain  rotten 
magazines  prevailingly  do.  They  strike  un¬ 
der  the  level  of  public  taste  in  the  well- 
founded  hope  of  successful  exploitation. 
There  has  always  been  plenty  of  tinder  in 
every  society  awaiting  the  spark.  Sparks 
will  fly  and  fires  will  Idndle,  but  the  present 
wholesale  debauchery  of  human  interest  by 
print  is  the  most  remarkable  commercializi^ 
tion  of  vice  and  vulgarity  in  modern  times. 
One  must  go  back  to  the  pandering  of  late 
Roman  days  to  find  an3rthing  like  it.  Nor 
is  the  insistent  urge  of  sex  appeal  its  worst 
feature.  That  is  a  post-war  phenomenon 
which  in  part  is  an  escape  from  suppression, 
and  which  will  disappear  as  soon  as  some 
other  emotion  is  more  readily  aroused.  It 
is  the  vulgarity,  morbid  emcrtionalism,  and 
sickly  smartness  of  this  literature  with  no 
standards,  ideals,  nor  hopes  or  desires  that 
are  not  cheap,  sentimental,  or  hraocritical 
that  is  the  real  danger.  There  have  been 
plenty  of  morbid,  hypocritical,  vulgar  writ¬ 
ers  in  the  past,  but  they  have  never  been 
commercialized  on  such  a  scale;  they  have 
never  found  such  opportunity  where,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  the  Government,  as  well  as  their  pro¬ 
prietors,  pavs  them  to  exploit  the  public, 
and  where  the  public  has  been  so  opeiuy  ed¬ 
ucated  down  to  tbe  desired  level. — Henry 
Seidel  Canby,  in  “The  Independent.” 


Still  Jesus  cried,  “Forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do.” 

And  still  it  rained  the  winter  rain  that 
drenched  Him  through  and  through. 

The  crowds  went  home  and  left  the  streets 
without  a  soul  to  see. 

And  Jesus  crouched  against  a  wall  and  cried 
for  Calvary! 

— G.  A.  Studdert-Kennedy,  in  “The  Sorrows 
of  God.” 


America  and  World  Leadership 

An  enormous  mass  of  intellectual  work, 
thought,  discussion,  and  diffusion  has  to  be 
done  before  English-speaking  America  can 
achieve  that  leadership  in  world  affairs  to 
which  its  present  prosperity  and  good  for¬ 
tune  may  be  considered  to  entitle  it.  With¬ 
out  a  positive  effort  to  that  end,  the  United 
States  may  sink  into  a  self-complacent  se¬ 
curity  and  prosperity  that  may  lart  for  many 
generations,  that  may  achieve  much  art  and 
elegance,  and  leave  that  great  people  at 
the  end  impotent  and  temporarily  decadent, 
as  China  was  through  the  latter  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century. — H.  G.  Wells. 

Sects 

There  isn’t  a  single  live  issue  between  the 
various  Protestant  sects.  I  am  a  Baptist, 
but  there  isn’t  any  difference  worth  an  in¬ 
telligent  man’s  consideration  between  the  be¬ 
liefs  of  my  sect  and  those  of  the  various 
other  Protestant  denominations.  The  vari- 
oiu  sects  may  possibly  continue  forever,  be¬ 
cause  of  traditional  sentiment,  coherence. 


relationship  as  nothing  else  can  do. 

6.  It  will  resolve  all  the  misunderstanding 
and  relieve  all  the  friction  that  sometimes 
intrudes  into  the  sacred  precincts  of  family 
life. 

6.  It  will  hold  as  nothing  else  the  boys  and 
girls  when  they  have  gone  out  from  under¬ 
neath  the  parental  root, 

7.  It  will  exert  a  helpful,  hallowed  influ¬ 
ence  over  those  who  may  at  any  time  be  guests 
within  the  home. 

8.  It  will  enforce  as  nothing  else  can  do 
the  work  of  your  pastor  in  pulpit  and  in 
pew,  and  stimulate  the  life  of  your  church 
in  its  every  activity. 

9.  It  will  furnish  an  example  and  a  stim¬ 
ulus  to  other  homes  for  the  same  kind  of 
life  and  service  and  devotion  to  God. 

10.  The  Word  of  God  requires  it,  and  in 
thus  obeying  God  we  honor  Him  who  is  the 
Giver  of  all  good  and  the  Source  of  all  bless¬ 
ing. 

The  Modem  Child  Frankenstein 

The  modern  child  is  a  Frankenstein  which 
civiiization  has  created  and  which  can  only 
be  conquered  by  the  new  “profession  of  par¬ 
enthood,”  which  will  teach  parents  to  deal 
with  the  new  child. 

Children,  not  wanted  by  the  skyscraper 
civilization,  have  taken  a  terrible  revenge  on 
civilization. 

Either  they  have  not  come  at  all,  or,  when 
they  have  come,  they  have  been  the  children 
of  civilization,  and  how  anybody  can  take 
any  great  satisfaction  in  this  achievement  is 
hard  for  one  to  see. — President  H.  M.  Mc- 


The  Relifllon  of  Nationalism 

The  vogue  of  superheated  nationalism  is 
attributed  to  the  fart  that  the  upper  middle 
classes  have  discovered  in  it  an  emotional 
substitute  for  Christianity.  What  is  hap¬ 
pening  in  America  and  elsewhere  is  a  process 
of  syncretism  by  which  an  ever-diminishing 
element  of  Christianity  and  an  ever-increas- 
Ing  element  of  nationalism  is  entering  into 
the  alloy  known  as  modern  religion. 

The  god  of  the  new  cult  is  the  patria,  the 
state,  ror  whom  the  modem  man  wiU  offer 
up  his  life.  The  ideal  of  the  national  state 
is  a  mighty,  mystic  power  outside  of  puny 
Individuu  men.  It  is  the  source  of  blessings 


memory,  and  emotion  will  serve  to  bind 
them.  However,  there  isn’t  a  rational  reason 
for  their  continuance.  They  are  an  absurd 
expense,  and  they  clash  in  their  missionary 
activities  in  the  Orient.  It  isn’t  good  busi¬ 
ness  for  one  small  city  to  have  a  dozen  Prot¬ 
estant  churches  all  supported  by  the  sub¬ 
scriptions  of  the  citizens. — Harry  Emerson 
Fosdick. 

A  Parish  Litany 

For  those  who  have  no  inclination  to  pray, 
m^  Thy  Spirit  begin  an  awakening  work. 

For  those  who  are  dead  to  the  “jojr”  of 
giving,  help  them,  with  their  money  for 
Thee,  to  make  the  “venture”  that  shall  mean 
increasing  life. 


Cracken,  of  Vassar  College. 


Scamper  and  Rush 

“You  give  me  the  impression,”  said  a 
candid  friend  to  a  hara-working  parson, 
“less  of  a  ‘collected  Galilean’  than  of  an 
understaffed  American  ofiBce.”  Apt  char¬ 
acterization  of  the  scamper  and  rash  of 
many  of  our  lives! — E.  S.  Woods. 


For  OflBcial  Boards 

Sir  George  Adam  Smith  has  said  truly  that 
God’s  causes  are  not  destroyed  by  being 
blown  up,  but  by  being  sat  upon. 
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There  Is  a  Cloud  Gathering 

By  the  Rev.  N.  S.  T.  Shamborguer 


There  is  no  need  to  cry  “peace,  peace,  when  there 
is  no  peace.”  To  the  close  observer  there  is  a  cloud 
on  the  political  horizon.  Look  in  what  direction 
you  may,  you  can  see  signs  of  the  oncoming  storm  that 
is  destined  to  shake  this  great  old  country  of  ours. 

These  clouds  are  gathering  from  the  east,  west,  north, 
and  south.  The  blood  of  the  innocent  is  crying  out  from 
the  ground.  Look  about  you  and  read  the  signs  of  the 
times  and  you  will  note  that  the  men  who  are  pulling  at 
the  oars  of  the  Old  Ship  of  State  show  a  peculiar  pallor 
on  their  faces,  and  yet  they  cry,  “peace.”  So  frightened 
are  they  that  the  oncoming  storm  may  sweep  them  away. 
They  are  forgetting  the  good  of  the  country  at  large 
and  are  holding  to  their  own  political  section  of  the  coun- 
try.  But  the  storm  is  rising.  Political  corruption,  lynch¬ 
ing,  crime  wave,  taxation  without  representation.  Say 
what  you  will,  but  the  clouds  are  gathering. 

Men  are  throwing  up  their  hands  in  horror,  saying, 
“What  shall  we  do?”  The  answer  is,  break  off  thy  sins 
by  righteousness  and  thine  iniquities  by  showing  mercy 


to  the  poor  and  helpless,  if  it  may  be  a  lengthening  of 
thy  tranquillity. 

Someone  has  said:  “Right  forever  on  the  scaffold. 
Wrong  forever  on  the  throne;  Still  that  scaffold  sways 
the  future.  But  beyond  the  dim  unknown,  So  doth  God 
keep  watch  o’er  his  own.”  God  is  moving.  You  can  hear 
the  onward  march  of  a  brighter  day.  Scan  the  papers 
and  you  will  note  that  the  men  who  live  in  glass  houses 
are  afraid  to  cast  a  stone.  Gentlemen,  you  who  are  man¬ 
ning  the  Ship  of  State,  there  is  only  one  way  to  escape 
the  inevitable,  that  is  to  turn  to  God.  God  has  promised 
to  fight  for  His  people.  Nebuchadnezzar  said  that  God 
doth  according  to  His  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven  and 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  and  none  can  stay 
His  hand  or  say  unto  Him,  “What  doest  Thou?”  But 
it  took  him  seven  years  to  learn  that  great  lesson.  They 
who  would  rule  by  might  and  lord  it  over  the  weaker 
brother  might  take  lesson  from  his  example. 

“Right  is  right  since  God  is  God,  and  right  the  day 
must  win.”  This  is  true  with  individuals  and  nations. 


Church  School  Advancement 

In  the  Colored  Conferences  of  the  Atlanta  Area 

By  the  Rev.  James  C.  McMorries 

Field  Director  of  Religiose  Education,  1926 


Retrospective 

OON  after  my  arrival  in  Atlanta,  on  July  1,  1921, 
to  undertake  the  field  promotion  of  religious  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  colored  Conferences  of  the  Atlanta 
Area,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Board  of  Sunday  Schools 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  I  took  stock  of  the 
achievements  that  had  already  been  made.  A  careful 
study  revealed  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  teacher¬ 
training  classes  had  been  organized  in  local  churches, 
but  only  three  classes  were  really  active.  Closely  graded 
lessons  were  used  in  only  four  Sunday  schools,  in  some 
departments.  While  some  real  interest  in  the  modem 
program  of  the  church  school  had  been  created  in  a  few 
centers,  ministers  and  Sunday-school  workers  in  general 
were  inclined  to  follow  the  old,  well-worn  rut  that  was 
made  by  their  fathers  and  mothers,  who  had  good  inten¬ 
tions  but  bad  practices  in  the  light  of  our  present  knowl¬ 
edge  of  methods  in  religious  education. 

Some  of  our  ministers  were  prejudiced  against  our 
modem  program  of  religious  education  by  their  disbelief 
in  what  is  commonly  termed  “Child  Religion.”  Others 
were  opposed  to  our  program  because  they  understood 
that  religious  education  attempted  to  substitute  intelli¬ 
gence  for  religion.  Quite  a  few  thought  that  all  we  had 
to  offer  was  theory.  Some  contended  that  our  program 
would  not  work  in  Negro  churches  and  schools.  Many 
workers  were  willing  to  turn  their  schools  over  to  me  and 
stand  back  and  see  me,  by  some  miraculous  means,  trans¬ 
form  them  instantly.  They  said,  “It  is  your  job;  now 
go  to  it.”  It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  none  of  these 
people  had  completed  a  thorough  course  in  religious  edu¬ 
cation  or  even  as  much  as  our  standard  teacher  training 


course,  yet  they  felt  that  they  knew  all  about  our  pro¬ 
gram.  None  of  them  had  made  a  serious  attempt  to 
®'Pply  the  methods  that  we  advocated,  yet  they  were  sure 
our  program  was  not  practicable.  Our  program  stood 
condemned  without  a  trial,  falsely  accused,  and  rejected 
in  general  by  those  who  had  had  an  opportunity  to  re¬ 
ceive  it. 

I  was  literally  thrust  into  this  situation  while  a  stran¬ 
ger,  and  only  about  two  weeks  after  my  graduation  from 
a  professional  school  in  religious  education  and  social 
service,  but  the  dauntless  spirit  of  the  pioneer  did  not 
fail  me.  My  faith  in  progress,  my  courage  to  set  sail, 
and  my  unquestioning  enthusiasm  caused  me  to  look  the 
Lord  in  the  face  and  say,  “Master,  I  will  go  with  you 
wherever  you  go.”  Our  problem  with  parents  was  not 
a  matter  of  opposition,  as  was  the  case  with  some  of  our 
church  leaders,  but  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  and 
lethargy.  For  several  months  I  labored  almost  single- 
handed,  but  gradually  my  opposition  waned  and  friends 
were  won  over  to  our  program.  With  their  support  and 
co-operation,  we  advanced  our  program  in  the  area 
steadily  along  all  lines  and  in  strategic  centers. 

Some  Outstanding  AcWevements 

Some  of  our  best  results  cannot  be  reduced  to  figures. 
Often  our  task  is  so  large  that  it  outshines  our  achieve¬ 
ments'  like  the  great  sun  outshines  and  hides  the  stars 
sduring  the  day.  Often  we  grow  impatient  in  the  face 
of  our  problems  and  look  for  some  short  cut  to  their 
solution.  This  is  apt  to  be  true  in  our  field,  where  growth 
is  the  law,  education  the  method,  and  Christian  character 
the  goal.  Often  we  are  like  the  nobleman  to  whom  the 
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Saviour  said,  “Except  ye  see  signs  and  wonders,  ye  will 
not  believe.”  I  have  not  posed  as  a  magician,  attempting 
to  wave  a  magic  wand  over  long-standing  conditions  and 
change  them  instantly.  I  have  attempted  to  perform 
no  sleight-of-hand  tricks.  My  task  is  an  educational 
task  and  I  have  relied  upon  the  educational  method. 
This  is  a  slow  and  patient  process,  but  it  is  the  surest 
way  of  getting  things  done.  Taken  as  a  whole,  1926 
was  the  banner  year  of  our  work. 

1.  New  or  Reopened  Sunday  Schools. — During  1926 
I  have  assisted  in  the  organization  of  two  new  Sunday 
schools,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  ninety-seven  pupils, 
teachers,  and  officers.  This  brings  our  total  for  the 
period  1922  to  1926  to  twelve  new  schools,  with  a  total 
enrollment  of  418.  These  schools  have  led  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  ten  new  preaching  places. 

2.  Leadership  Training. — During  1926  we  have  or¬ 
ganized  ten  teacher-training  classes  in  local  churches, 
with  a  total  enrollment  of  135.  Since  1922  we  have  or¬ 
ganized  a  total  of  thirty-three  classes,  with  a  total  en¬ 
rollment  of  430.  During  1926  we  have  also  organized 
and  conducted  three  standard  training  schools,  with  a 
total  enrollment  of  106,  and  a  total  of  sixty-nine  students 
gained  credits  to'ward  the  standard  diploma.  Before  I 
came  to  this  field  no  standard  training  schools  were  con¬ 
ducted.  I  have  conducted  a  total  of  seven  standard  train¬ 
ing  schools,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  201,  and  a  total 
of  140  stud&nts  have  gained  credits  toward  the  standard 
diploma.  These  schools  have  cost  the  Department  of 
Church  Schools  a  total  of  only  $15.  A  total  of  126 
students  have  gained  credits  through  my  personal  in¬ 
struction.  Progress  in  leadership  training  can  be  readily 
seen  when  we  realize  that  only  eight  credit  students  were 
reported  for  this  field  when  I  arrived,  but  since  that  time 
over  200  students  have  gained  credits.  My  personal 
record  shows  a  total  of  206,  but  this  record  does  not 
include  credit  students  from  classes  in  local  churches 
since  the  year  1923.  I  am  not  counting  students  who 
have  gained  credits  through  classes  in  Clark  University 
and  Gammon  Seminary. 

3.  Adoption  of  Closely  Graded  Lessons. — A  total  of 
thirty-seven  Sunday  schools  have  enrolled  in  an  efficiency 
campaign  this  year,  ^adopting  a  program  that  calls  for 
the  use  of  closely  graded  lessons  for  all  pupils  under 
thirteen  years  of  age.  In  addition  to  these  schools,  my 
personal  record  shows  a  total  of  thirty  schools  that  are 
using  the  closely  graded  lessons  in  some  departments  at 
the  present  time.  My  record  does  not,  include  all  the 
schools  in  this  field  that  are  now  using  these  lessons  in 
some  classes  or  departments.  Again,  progress  is  indi¬ 
cated  when  we  recall  that  these  lessons  were  used  in  only 
four  schools  when  I  took  charge  of  this  work. 

4.  Bible  Classes. — During  1926  I  have  organized 
eight  adult  Bible  classes,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  212. 
Since  1922  I  have  organized  a  total  of  twenty-four  Bible 
classes,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  609.  Certificates  of 
recognition  have  been  awarded  to  these  classes. 

6.  Daily  Vacation  Church  Schools. — ^Realizing  that 
the  daily  vacation  church  school  movement  that  I 
launched  in  the  summer  of  1922  had  grown  to  such  ex¬ 
tent  that  I  could  no  longer  give  personal  attention  to 
all  the  schools  and  visit  all  the  places  desiring  these 
schools,  I  prepared  a  pamphlet — a  worker’s  manual — 
entitled  “The  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  in  the  Local 
Church.”  With  the  u^e  of  this  manual  I  promoted  thir¬ 
teen  daily  vacation  church  schools,  with  a  total  enroll¬ 


ment  of  1,286  pupils  arid  eighty  teachers,  during  the 
summer  of  1926.  From  1922  to  1926  we  have  promoted 
a  total  of  thirty-nine  daily  vacation  church  schools,  with 
a  total  enrollment  of  over  4,000  pupils,  teachers,  and 
helpers. 

6.  South  Carolina  Conference  Board  of  Sunday 
Schools. — ^Up  to  the  beginning  of  1926  the  Conference 
Board  of  Sunday  Schools  of  the  South  Carolina  Con¬ 
ference  was  merely  an  organization  on  paper.  The  board 
has  really  functioned  this  year.  I  took  advantage  of  the 
presence  of  members  of  this  board  at  the  “Methodist 
Men’s  Council”  in  session  at  Clark  University,  March 
7-9,  and  called  the  initial  meeting  of  the  board.  A  regu¬ 
lar  meeting  was  called  during  the  commencement  week 
at  Claflin  College.  Almost  a  hundred  per  cent  of  the 
members  attended  this  meeting.  A  program  aiming  to 
raise  the  standard  of  the  Sunday  schools  in  the  South 
Carolina  Conference  was  adopted,  and  a  State  Sunday- 
school  convention  was  ordered.  Regular  officers  were 
elected,  providing  the  following:  president,  secretary- 
treasurer,  director  of  leadership  training,  director  of 
evangelism,  director  of  missionary  education,  director  of 
temperance  education,  director  of  daily  vacation  church 
schools,  superintendent  of  elementary  work,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  young  people’s  work,  and  superintendent  of  adult 
work. 

South  Carolina  State  Sunday-school  Convention. — 
On  September  1  forty-nine  persons,  representing  as  many 
Sunday  schools  and  the  eight  districts  of  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina  Conference,  together  with  nineteen  pastors  and  seven 
district  superintendents,  met  in  Columbia — the  capital 
city — for  an  eopch-making  meeting.  This  was  really 
“something  new  under  the  sun” — Methodist  Episcopalians 
holding  a  State  Sunday-school  convention  in  South  Caro¬ 
lina.  Small  wonder  that  “His  Excellency,”  Governor 
T.  G.  McLeod,  graced  the  meeting  with  his  presence  and 
delivered  a  ringing  address  on  the  moral  and  religious 
training  of  childhood  and  youth.  We  are  not  surprised 
that  our  Department  of  Church  Schools  sent  a  specialist 
in  religious  education,  in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  Clyde 
L.  Hay,  to  help  with  the  institute  work.  We  were  really 
making  history.  The  organization  was  perfected  and  the 
next  convention  will  be  held  in  September,  1927,  at  Flor¬ 
ence,  S.  C. 

Personal  and  General. — I  visited  all  the  District  Con¬ 
ferences,  Epworth  League  and  Sunday-school  conventions 
in  the  Atlanta  Conference  this  year  and  presented  our 
program.  I  also  presented  our  work  to  the  Atlanta, 
Savannah,  and  South  Carolina  Conferences  in  their  an¬ 
nual  sessions.  I  served  as  an  instructor  in  our  summer 
school  of  theology  at  Claflin  College,  in  our  Epworth 
League  institute  at  Clark  University,  and  in  the  summer 
school  of  religious  education  at  “Gulf side,”  Waveland, 
Miss.  I  promoted  the  Rally  Day  and  offering  for  the 
Department  of  Church  Schools,  n^t  only  through  ad¬ 
dresses  and  personal  conferences,  but  sent  out  about  300 
letters  and  cards,  carrying  the  message  throughout  the 
area. 

The  Rev.  Rakestraw,  pastor  of  Asbury  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Savannah,  Ga.,  raised  a  budget  of 
$200  for  his  daily  vacation  church  school.  The  Rev. 
L.  W.  Strickland  conducted  the  first  daily  vacation 
church  school  that  was  held  in  his  community— eight 
miles  from  the  railroad — at  Union  Grove,  Ga. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  officers  of  the 
South  Carolina  State  Sunday-school  convention:  Dr.  A. 
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R.  Howard,  president;  Mr.  E.  B.  Holloway,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Mr.  E.  J.  Sawyer,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Thompson,  treasurer.  Dr.  W.  S.  Thompson  was  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  promoter  of  the  convention. 

Interracial  co-operation  was  brought  about  through 
our  standard  training  school  at  Phillis  Wheatley  Center, 
Greenville,  S.  C.  One  of  the  leading  white  ministers  of 
the  city  volunteered  to  teach  the  course  in  Old  Testa¬ 
ment.  Two  other  white  ministers  of  the  city  gave  special 
lectures.  Mrs.  Hattie  L.  Duckett  is  the  very  efScient 
superintendent  of  the  center  and  also  superintendent  of 
the  John  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday  school,  of 
which  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Taylor  is  the  popular  pastor.  A 
vacation  Bible  school  was  also  held  at  the  Center,  with 
a  total  enrollment  of  380. 

Fine  daily  vacation  church  schools  were  held  at  the 
following  places:  Charleston  (Wesley),  Sumter  (Em¬ 
manuel  and  Mt.  Zion),  Orangeburg,  Spartanburg,  Monk’s 
Comer,  Greenville,  Bennettsville,  Savannah  (Asbury), 
McDonough,  Union  Grove,  South  Atlanta,  and  Ariel 
Bowen. 


Conclusion 

Religious  education  must  not  be  a  sham.  It  must 
not  be  mere  propaganda.  It  must  be  a  real  business  of 
education — ethical  culture  and  applied  Christianity.  We 
do  not  need  circus-tent  methods,  brass  bands,  and  parades. 
We  do  not  need  spasmodic  drives  and  camp^gns.  We 
need  more  than  oratorical  bombardment.  We  need  spe¬ 
cialists  in  religious  education  to  train  an  army  of  volun¬ 
teer  workers.  We  need  Christian  homes  and  a  system 
of  church  schools  paralleling  the  public  school  system 
and  equally  efficient.  Religious  education  does  not  get 
a  fair  trial  when  its  practitioners  are  quacks — ^‘‘untrained 
dispensers  of  sanctimonious  advice  and  pedagogical  nos¬ 
trums” — and  when  its  supporters  are  not  patient  to  await 
large  results.  The  field  director  of  religious  education 
needs  the  freedom  of  a  field  general.  He  needs  protection 
from  factional  strife  and  petty  politics.  The  primary 
obligation  and  opportunity  of  the  church  is  the  religious 
education  of  childhood  and  youth.  “What  you  would 
have  in  the  life  of  the  church  you  must  first  put  in  its 
schools.” 


#  History  of  Methodist  Ministers’  Wives’ 
Association  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Creditable  Achievements  Recorded 

By  Mrs.  M.  S.  Toulson 


[Read  at  the  Sixth  Anniversary  Celebration  of  the  organisation 
of  the  associatioA,  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  M.  E.  Henderson,  2605 
Eleventh  Street,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.,  October  25,  1926.] 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Ministers’  Wives’  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  Vicinity  was 
organized  by  the  late  Mrs.  Fannie  N.  Clair,  at  her 
residence,  916  R.  Street,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.,  on 
the  fourth  Monday  of  October,  1920.  It  was  composed 
of  thirteen  Methodist  Episcopal  ministers’  wives  (herself 
included),  whose  names  (other  than  her  own)  were: 
Mesdames  Fannie  D.  Tyler,  Martha  J.  Carter,  Mary  J. 
^^Coggins,  A.  J.  Mitchell,  Jerusha  Reid,  Eva  Waters,  Re- 
\^ecca  Jones,  Mary  J.  Barnes,  Mary  L.  Brown,  Ellen 
Howard,  Helen  Roberts,  and  Mary  S.  Toulson,  with  the 
following  as  officers:  Mesdames  F.  D.  Tyler,  president; 
Martha  J.  Carter,  recording  secretary;  A.  J.  Mitchell, 
corresponding  secretary;  J.  Reid,  treasurer,  and  F.  M. 
Clair,  honbrary  president. 

Phe  honor  for  the  forethought  and  endeavors  leading 
up  to  the  meeting  resulting  in  the  organization  of  the 
association  is  due  chiefiy  to  the  late  Mrs.  Clair  and  Mes¬ 
dames  Tyler  and  Carter.  Mrs.  Clair  proposed  soon  after 
a  conference  among  these  three  that  invitations  be  sent 
to  the  wives  of  Methodist  Episcopal  ministers  who  at  that 
time  were  living,  some  of  them  in,  and  others  near,  Wash¬ 
ington,  to  the  effect  that  they  should  meet  at  the  place 
and  on  the  date  as  per  invitations,  with  the  view  of  hold¬ 
ing  a  meeting  for  the  transaction  of  important  business. 
Mrs.  Tyler  was  the  one  who  framed  the  invitations  and 
sent  them.  The  outcome  of  all  was  the  holding  of  the 
j^roposed  meeting,  in  which  the  organization  of  the  asso- 
^^Kiation  was  effected;  not  by  the  name  it  now  bears,  how¬ 
ever,  but  as  the  Ministers’  Wives’  Association  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  and  Vicinity. 

The  name  by  which  it  is  now  known  was  adopted  dur¬ 


ing  the  second  year  of  the  existence  of  the  association, 
to  permit  the  wife  of  any  Methodist  Episcopal  minister 
of  our  race  to  join  it,  no  matter  where  living,  if  she  were 
desirous  of  doing  so. 

The  list  of  the  officers  of  the  association*  was  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  next  meeting  by  the  election  of  Mrs.  Flor¬ 
ence  D.  Carroll  as  the  first  vice-president,  and  Mrs.  Mary 
F.  Jackson  as  chaplain. 

The  objectivep  of  the  association  are:  “For  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  acquaintanceship  and  mutual  helpfulness  along 
social,  intellectual,  and  other  practical  lines  among  its 
members ;  and  also,  for  the  assistance  of  others  whenever 
the  association  may  deem  it  advisable.” 

The  first  objective  has  been  carried  out  to  the  extent 
that  fifty-four  have  joined  the  association  during  the  six 
years  of  its  existence,  forty-three  of  whom  have  attended 
the  meetings  during  that  time;  while  eleven  have  not  at¬ 
tended  them,  being  prevented  from  doing  so  because  of 
their  living  so  far  from  Washington.  Some  of  them  live 
in  West  Virginia  and  some  in  Pennsylvania. 

As  to  the  second  objective,  we  have  aimed  to  cover 
it  by  means  of  our  “social  hour,”  receptions  and  ban¬ 
quets.  These  means  have  not  been  wholly  in  vain,  but 
on  the  contrary  have  been  productive  of  much  social  good. 

As  to  the  third  phase  of  our  efforts,  our  musical  and 
literary  programs  rendered  from  time  to  time  in  our 
meetings,  and  our  discussions  have  been  methods  used  to 
expand  and  strengthen  mutually,  we  trust,  our  own  miTidw ; 
while  our  pageants  and  concerts,  rendered  in  public  from 
time  to  time,  have  also  been  of  much  benefit  to  others. 

Fourth,  another  line  along  which  our  association  has 
worked  has  been  that  of  finance.  From  the  payment  of 
dues  and  monies  raised  through  entertainments  and  dona¬ 
tions  (the  last,  notably,  from  a  few  of  our  own  ministers) 
we  have  raised  approximately  during  the  six  years  of 
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our  existence  $854.07,  of  which  sum  disbursement  has 
been  as  follows:  To  ourselves — ^$39.54  on  account  of  do¬ 
nations  and  $146.02  for  miscellaneous  purposes,  making 
$186.56.  To  others — On  account  of  flowers  to  the  sick 
and  deceased,  $27 ;  on  account  of  donations,  $20.75 ;  to 
the  Washington  Annual  Conference,  $613 — a  total  of 
$660.75 ;  grand  total,  $846.31 ;  leaving  a  balance  in  the 
treasury  of  $7.76. 

Three  deaths  have  occurred,  viz. :  Mrs.  Bettie  Dorsey, 
Mrs.  Anna  R.  King,  and  Mrs.  Fannie  M.  Clair ;  two  with¬ 
drawals,  leaving  a  membership  of  forty-nine — ^twenty- 
three  resident  and  twenty-six  non-resident. 

The  present  officers  are:  Mesdames  F.  D.  Tyler, 
president;  M.  E.  Henderson,  first  vice-president;  M.  S. 
Tovilson,  recording  secretary ;  H.  Roberts,  coiresponding 
secretary;  E.  French,  assistant  secretary;  M.  E.  Butler, 
treasurer,  and  M.  P.  Jackson,  chaplain. 

A  New  Plan 


been  raised  for  the  particular  project  and  board  to  which 
it  is  designated. 

6.  This  provision  does  not  prevent  or  affect  designa-i^ 
tion  of  regular  World  Service  contributions.  Desig¬ 
nated  gifts  credited  on  apportionment,  except  as  pro¬ 
vided  as  above,  are  included  in  the  regular  appropriations 
to  the  project  and  board  to  which  they  are  designated.  ^ 

7.  World  Service  “Specials”  vouchers,  except  those 
which  acknowledge  annuities,  bequests,  and  estate  notes, 
may,  when  the  regular  World  Service  giving  of  the  charge 
for  the  current  year  shall  have  equalled  or  exceeded  its 
payment  in  1926,  be  returned  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
World  Service  Commission,  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago, 
and  will  by  him  be  validated  for  apportionment  credit. 

8.  If  there  should  not  be  time  to  effect  this  return 
and  validation  of  “Specials”  vouchers,  the  Conference 
treasuj’er  may  include  them  in  column  one  on  satisfactory 
proof  that  the  1926  standard  has  been  reached  by  the 
charge  in  payments  regularly  accepted  for  apportion¬ 
ment  credit. 


For  World  Service  Credit  and  Designation  of  Increases 

N  RESPONSE  to  the  demand  of  the  churches  for  a 
larger  measure  of  credit  on  regular  World  Service 
contributions  and  a  larger  freedom  of  designation 
in  World  Service  giving,  the  executive  committee  of  the 
World  Service  Commission,  in  session  at  Chicago,  Tues¬ 
day,  January  4,  passed  the  following  action: 

“In  addition  to  the  existing  plan  for  designating  gifts, 
charges  which  make  an  advance  in  World  Service  giving 
on  apportionment  beyond  the  amount  so  given  in  the 
Conference  year  ending  in  1926,  may  designate  said  in¬ 
crease  to  any  World  Service  project  endorsed  for  this 
specific  purpose  by  any  one  of  the  constituent  boards; 
and  said  designated  gifts  shaU  be  in  addition  to  the  reg¬ 
ular  ratio  of  the  board  affected,  and  shall  be  counted 
in  the  regular  World  Service  column; 

“Provided  that  such  designation  be  restricted  to 
moneys  specifically  contributed  for  the  purpose  to  which 
the  designation  is  made;  and  such  designation  must  be 
stated  at  the  time  of  the  remittance.” — ^Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  World  Service  Commission,  January  4,  1927. 

This  action  will  require  careful  study  on  the  part  of 
pastors,  churches,  and  individual  donors  in  order  that 
its  provisions  may  be  rightly  applied.  To  assist  in  a 
clearer  understanding  of  this  new  legislation,  the  office 
of  the  World  Service  Commission,  on  the  authority  of 
the  co-operating  administrative  staff,  makes  the  follow¬ 
ing  interpretations : 

1.  The  provision  goes  into  effect  as  of  January  4, 
1927,  and  will  apply  to  the  entire  Conference  year  end¬ 
ing  spring  or  fall,  1927,  and  thereafter  until  rescinded. 

2.  After  a  church  has  given  to  the  regular  World 
Service  funds  an  amount  equal  to  the  amount  so  given 
in  the  Conference  year  ending  in  1926,  it  may  then  desig¬ 
nate  the  increase  to  any  project  under  the  authorization 
and  sanction  of  any  World  Service  board. 

3.  The  project  and  board  to  which  the  increase  is 
designated  will  receive  this  amount  in  addition  to  what 
it  may  receive  from  other  World  Service  sources. 

4.  The  increase,  whether  designated  or  not,  shall  have 
regular  World  Service  credit  in  first  column. 

6.  The  increase,  in  order  to  be  designated,  must  have 


9.  Pastors  and  Conference  treasurers  will  receive  from 
the  treasurer  of  the  World  Service  Commission  an  offi¬ 
cial  statement  of  each  charge’s  payment  in  1926 ;  an^^ 
the  necessary  blank  forms  will  be  supplied  to  pastors* 
for  securing  to  their  charges  the  full  advantages  of  this 
new  plan. 

10.  “Specials”  vouchers  issued  in  acknowledgment  of 
payments  on  annuity  or  from  bequests  and  estate  notes 
will  not  be  so  validated  and  cannot  be  accepted  for  credit 
in  column  one. 

11.  World  Service  apportionments  t6'  districts  and 
charges  will  be  affected  by  this  provision  only  in  cases 
of  normal  increase. 

12.  Designated  gifts  to  World  Service,  to  be  so 
credited,  must  be  remitted  either  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
World  Service  Commission  or  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
board  which  is  to  administer  the  gift. — ^R.  J.  Wade,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Secretary ;  Orrin  W.  Auman,  Treasurer. 

Pastors’  Council,  Opelika  g 
District 

PASTORS’  council  and  district  stewards’  meeting  of 
the  Opelika  District  convened  in  St.  Thomas  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Sylacauga,  Ala.,  January 
4,  5,  with  District  Superintendent  J.  C.  Chuman  in  the 
chair.  The  devotional  services  were  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  H.  H.  Nunn.  The  Rev.  J.  R.  Houser  was  elected 
secretary.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Chuman  emphasized  every 
phase  of  the  World  Service  program.  The  Rev.  A. 
Calahan  brought  the  morning  message  from  Matt.  26.  6. 
His  message  was  timely  and  inspiring.  The  council  re¬ 
assembled  at  3  P.  M.  After  the  devotional  services,  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Chuman  delivered  a  wholesome  address  on 
“The  Missionary  Passion.”  He  emphasized  connecting 
up  with  God,  to  get  a  new  vision,  to  sacrifice  talent, 
time,  money,  and  life,  to  save  the  world.  The  following 
pastors  made  witty  and  timely  addresses  on  the  worl^ 
being  done  by  each  of  the  boards  of  the  Methodist  Epi^ 
copal  Church :  “The  World  Service  Financial  Needs  and 
Askings,”  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Houser;  “The  Board  of  For¬ 
eign  Missions,”  the  Rev.  I.  B.  Points;  “The  Board  of 
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Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension,”  the  Rev.  A. 
^Calahan;  “The  Board  of  Education  for  Negroes,”  the 
<^^Rev.  J.  A.  Holiday;  “The  Board  of  Sunday  Schools,” 

!the  Rev.  H.  H.  Nunn,  the  Rev.  C.  R.  Perry ;  “The  Board 
of  Epworth  League,”  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Houser ;  “The  Board 
of  Hospitals  and  Homes,*’  Mrs.  Montgomery ;  “The  Board 
of  Evangelism,”  the  Rev.  I.  B.  Points.  The  Rev.  J.  A. 
Holiday  represented  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate.  The  following  laymen  took  an  active  part  in  the 
discussion  of  each  of  the  boards:  Mr.  L.  Ratchford,  Mr. 
Steed,  Mrs.  Colver,  Mrs.  Colbert,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Cook. 

The  council  opened  at  7.80  P.  M.,  with  the  Rev.  J. 
C.  Chuman  in  the  chair.  The  devotional  services  were 
conducted  by  Mrs.  B.  Oden,  6.  Ratchford.  The  Board 
of  Pensions  and  Relief  was  discussed  by  the  Revs.  A. 
Calahan  and  J.  A.  Holiday.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Chuman 
introduced  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Nunn,  who  brought  his  mes¬ 
sage  from  Acts  16.  30.  The  Rev.  G.  W.  Washington 
led  in  prayer. 

The  council  opened  at  10  A.  M.  Wednesday  morning. 
Through  the  fiery  speeches  made  touching  the  program 
of  the  church  and  the  inspiring  sermon  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Gilder,  the  spirit  was  raised  to  a  high  pitch 
b  do  business  for  the  King.  We  are  grateful  to  the  Rev. 

^^C.  R.  Perry  and  his  loyal  members  for  their  royal  enter¬ 
tainment.  The  Rev.  C.  R.  Perry  is  as  happy  as  a  lark 
with  his  loyal  members  rallying  around  him  to  put  the 
program  of  the  church  over. — The  Rev.  J.  R.  Houser, 
Reporter. 

Celebrating  a  Prayer  Meeting 
Achievement 

Bishop  Emest  Lynn  Waldorf,  while  a  single  man, 
evidently  attended  prayer  meetings.  No  less  evi¬ 
dent  is  it  that  mixed  motives  urged  him  to  con¬ 
stant  attendance  there.  The  secret  was  disclosed  by 
the  bishop  himself  the  other  day  when  he  said,  “Gentle¬ 
men  who  prefer  to  take  no  chances  should  go  to  prayer 
meeting  if  they  seek  a  wife.  There  is  no  better  place  to 
find  the  kind  you  can  depend  upon.  It  was  in  a  prayer 
I  ^feeeting  that  I  met  Mrs.  Waldorf,  and  I  am  prepared 
^o  advise.” 

In  jovial  mood  the  bishop  spoke,  looking  with  ex¬ 
alted  spirit  backward  over  twenty-five  years  of  success¬ 
ful,  happy  married  life.  It  was  on  the  occasion  of  the 
celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  these  twenty-five  years 
of  wedded  life  that  Bishop  Waldorf  was  relating  his 
experience  to  the  hosts  of  friends  who  had  assembled 
in  honor  of  the  event. 

Hundreds  of  Kansas  City’s  representative  citizens  of 
all  religious  persuasions  treked  to  the  episcopal  residence 
to  evidence  their  high  regard  for  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Wal¬ 
dorf.  Every  congregation  the  bishop  had  served  during 
his  twenty-seven  years  in  the  ministry  was  represented 
personally  or  by  congratulatory  messages  or  by  some 
affectionate  token.  From  as  far  away  as  Centenary 
Church,  Syracuse;  Plymouth  Church,  Buffalo;  and  First 
Church,  Cleveland,  greetings  came.  It  was  at  Syracuse, 
^hile  serving  as  supply  pastor,  that  he  met  Mrs.  Waldorf 
the  prayer  meeting;  and  it  was  from  Cleveland,  First 
Church,  that  he  was  consecrated  bishop  at  the  Des  Moines 
General  Conference  in  1920. 

Gifts  of  silver  were  many  on  this  wedding  anniver- 


sary,  but  the  deeper  joy  of  the  occasion  lay  in  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  the  warm-hearted  appreciation  and  affection 
which  the  populace  manifested  toward  the  honored  pair. 
Some  expression  of  this  was  made  by  Dr.  Claudius  B. 
Spencer,  editor  of  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  in  his 
congratulatory  address ;  also  by  Dr.  H.  E.  Woblever,  of 
the  National  Methodist  Press;  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  R.  A. 
Waite,  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  who  were  Bishop  Waldorf’s  classmates  at 
Syracuse  University.  . 


Should  the  Preacher  Return  ? 

By  Thomas  Blakeney 

QuUman,  Mi$rittipjri 

WHAT  is  it  that  makes  it  necessary  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  pastor  from  one  charge  or  circuit 
to  another?  Our  bishops  make  the  appointments 
and  make  the  changes;  but,  of  course,  they  have  to  be 
informed  as  to  the  progress  of  the  work  in  its  various 
departments,  and  this  information  is  secured  from  the 
district  superintendents,  whose  knowledge  is  received 
from  the  Quarterly  Conferences  and  their  oversight  of 
the  work. 

Now,  many  of  our  pastors  boast  that  they  can  go 
or  stay  as  they  see  fit,  regardless  of  what  the  congre¬ 
gation  and  members  whom  they  serve  may  say  or  desire. 
But  this  is  said  generally  in  the  rural  regions  and  coun¬ 
try  commumties  where  their  fiock  are  not  well  informed 
and  intelligent,  and  whose  officials  are  weak,  if  not  wicked, 
and  are  usually  too  spineless  to  speak  out  for  themselves 
and  their  church  and  for  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Now  the  bulk  of  our  good  pastors  have  common  sense, 
though  they  may  be  short  in  common  religion.  So  they 
know  when  they  have  a  soft  bunch,  and  usually  their 
stay  depends  upon  the  pay.  And  in  most  cases  they 
can  safely  depend  on  the  concurrence  and  co-operation 
of  our  district  superintendents.  Of  course,  this  will  not 
work  where  his  people  have  good  sense  and  good  religion. 

We  cannot  do  too  much  for  a  Christian  gentleman  in 
the  pulpit,  and  he  cannot  stay  too  long.  His  character 
and  integrity  should  be  spotless.  He  should  be  a  sample 
and  an  example  of  piety  and  purity  any  time  and  any¬ 
where;  and  if  there  exists  a  reasonable  report  or  nunor 
that  the  preacher  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  not 
what  he  ought  to  be  in  morals  and  veracity,  he  should 
be  moved. 

Some  will  contend  if  he  is  not  fit  in  one  place  he  is 
not  qualified  in  another.  Well,  he  is  not;  but  he  has  a 
chance  to  correct  his  behavior  and  at  the  same  time  not 
add  further  injury  to  the  old  charge.  We  should  have 
more  than  the  dollar-mark  to  mark  the  preacher  a  suc¬ 
cess.  The  preacher  looking  for  big  salaries  puts  himself 
down  on  the  level  with  any  other  man  or  class  of  men 
out  money  hunting.  The  preacher  has  no  more  right 
to  know  where  he  is  going  than  the  people  have  to  know 
who  is  coming.  If  there  be  any  difference,  it  should 
be  on  the  side  of  the  people,  for  they  have  to  bear  all 
the  burdens  in  the  heat  of  all  the  days.  They  pay  all 
the  bills  from  side  to  side  and  from  top  to  bottom. 

We  want  our  preacher  to  be  like  our  Christ,  the  Good 
Shepherd,  and  not  simply  the  hireling,  for  the  hireling 
careth  not  for  the  sheep,  but  what  he  can  get  from  the 
sheep. 
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InTBurAiicar^  Sana 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


42-47.  life.  It  is  equally  true  of  derotion  to  the  - 

n*  MUtion  of  the  Ohurek.-ln  His  dis-  Weals  of  any  SMlal  organisation  based  upon 

a»  church  I.  ..t  c.  Missionary  In^reta 

»  »  tofi.5  to  toto  ftm-groyn  «.lrlt«l  «a  wcliJ  L.-o»  «»  Scucct.  P™u..r 

(JolSiT^.  Probably  Slso  that  is  what  He  “Ye  are  the  light  of  the  wo^ 

sr'c^ri^'i^.ss.'srjs'tos  r^r':?c^^,5?to  SM  <B,D.n. an., 

the  kingdom  of  heaven  (Matt  18.  8).  As  we  f®"®*  by  constatly  inching  the  o^ber  Light  always  gives,  never  receiv 
saw  in  our  last  lesson.  Paul  used  a  simUar  of  its  members.  A  spirituaUy  sterile  church  uan,  are  in  contact  with  the  infli 
figure  of  speech  in  representing  the  church  ci^ot  be  a  Chris^  church  for  long.  But  ^f  Ught  and  can  constantiy  let 
as  the  wife  of  Cairlst  (Bph.  6.  22-88,  and  without  our  working  to  and  through  the  gUn*  without  fear  of  exhaustion, 
elsewhere).  A  man  marrid  a  wife  that  she  churcl^^t  is,  under  the  ai^ices  of  the  without  this  light  is  dark  and  hope 
might  bear  and  rear  children  in  his  name,  church— there  no  very  e^tive  m^s  of  ig  the  only  li At  which  can  light 
Likewise  the  inference  from  the  apostle’s  fig-  t  ri!  into  the  world;  and  the  I 

uro  is  that  Christ  is  wedded  to  the  church  Jo  *he  church  without  being  won  to  Christ—  the  follower  of  Christ  is  to  let  h 
that  it  might  bear  and  rear  spiritual  children  ind^,  Uiat  was  tte  case  of  the  conversi^on  ghjne  that  men  will  see  ^  its  clei 
in  His  name.  This  bearing  of  spiritual  chil-  of  the  Teutonic  ^rdes  who  overthrew  the  beauty  their  way  to  the  Father  ol 
dren  is  the  second  birth  of  which  Jesus  spoke  Roown  empire.  But  one  wiu  not  ^  won  The  light  does  shine  in  ChrUtian 
to  Nicodemus.  Paul  used  a  simOar  figure  t®  Chrirt  acept  through  Uie  church— that  is,  ^en  can  walk  in  it  if  they  will, 

elsewhere  in  speaking  of  the  development  of  through  the  work  of  a  Christian  in  deeds  or  darkness  in  a  land  of  chi 

Oiristian  life  and  diaracter  (1  Cor.  2.  6;  5?°^“ written.  All  caaes  are  Bibles,  where  the  gospel  is  prei 

8.  1,  2;  18.  11;  Eph.  4.  11-18.  &e  also  Heb.  “**“^*?  means,  ^d  ewry  Christian  hymns  of  worship  are  sung,  do  i 

5.  12-14).  Therefore,  following  his  sugges-  jboidd  have  a  person^  toter^  in  the  «-  tfigy  loyg  darkness  rather  than  1 
tlon,  we  may  say  that  the  n^ion  of  the  tension  of  the  cause  which  i«  dearest  to  his  deeds  beine  evil.  But  those  in  he* 
ChrisUan  church  is  to  bear  and  rear  children  But  if  a  Christian  dim  not  serve  are  in  darkness  because  they  have 

in  Christ— that  is,  to  win  men  to  allegiance  “  the  church,  the  cawe  succeeds  in  spite  of  of  hope,  no  messenar  of  peace 
to  Christ’s  principles  and  program,  and  to  a®®  not  because  of  him.  will,  and  no  hymns  of  praise  to 

strengthen  tnem  more  and  more  fir^y  until  The  Church  and  the  State. — In  the  early  spirits  in  the  gloom.  It  is  into  sue 
they  Dimme  permanently  established  in  this  days  of  the  Christian  church  there  was  no  we  are  to  let  our  light  shine  at  whi 
allegiance,  approaching  more  and  more  nearly  other  institution  through  which  Christians  to  us,  that  the  whole  world  maj 
to  Christian  Mrfection  in  life  and  conduct  could  serve  their  community  except  the  with  the  knowledge  of  God. 

In  other  words,  it  is  to  get  men  converted,  church.  Their  being  avowed  Christians  dis-  We  cannot  shine  our  light  we  t 

and  to  hdp  them  to  grow  in  grace  that  they  qualified  them  per  se  for  service  through  any  open  the  windows  of  our  souls 
may  not  ^e  Ae  spintual  death.  These  two  ^er  social  institution.  But  now  that  is  shine.  The  light  is  within  if  God 
purposes  of  the  church  may  be  summed  up  changed.  The  state  is  nominally  Christian,  our  hearts.  We  are  only  to  let 
in  the  statement:  “The  mission  of  the  church  and  has  taken  over  much  of  the  Christian  through  us  in  what  we  do  and  s( 
is  to  save  souls.”  service  which  was  formerly  carried  on  only  others  will  see  in  us  the  presenc 

_ nut  that  atatement  *>7  and  through  the  church.  This  has  been  who  is  the  light  If  the  light  we 

I.  mUWdInir  nr  ^  miaunderstood  *0  the  influence  of  the  church  on  the  darkness,  there  is  no  indwelling  ( 

5  R  iTnooS^v  “‘ate,  and  to  the  church’s  lack  of  financial  how  great  is  the  darkness  I  ft 

means  to  carry  on  this  work  as  efficiently  Illuminates  our  spirit,  we  are  like 
as  the  state  cL  do  it  So  Christians  can  a  hill  which  cannot  be  hid. 

considered  “ow  serve  in  a  Christian  way  through  the  A  heathen  girl  from  Zululand,  I 

is  only  bom  again.  He  can  be  consiaerea  _ ,  _ , _ . _ ,  „  _ 


ortn  jueague 

FEBRUARY  20 

By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D 


MISSION  STUDY 

The  Advancing  Church,  Chapter  VI 
Our  Templed  Hills,  Chapter  VII 


a  fashion.  We  say  that  students  graduating 
from  an  institution  of  this  kind  have  Chris¬ 
tian  education.  Let  us  not  deceive  ourselves. 
Not  long  ago  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  student  confer¬ 
ence  was  hud  at  a  school  such  as  I  have 
described  above.  There  were  some  Negro 
students  attending  this  conference.  It  waa 
proposed  that  the  entire  delegation  shouM 


take  dinner  in  the  dining  hall  of  the  scho<^ 
The  administrative  authorities  of  that  Chris¬ 
tian  school  said,  “Nol”  If  the  graduates 
of  such  a  school  get  Christian  education,  they 
get  it  in  spite  of  being  in  such  a  school,  not 
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because  of  being  in  it.  A  young  fellow  I 
knew  well  laid  down  and  died  not  long  since. 
He  left  a  wife  and  four  or  five  little  cnildren. 
This  Toung  fellow  had  been  connected  with 
one  of  our  Christian  colleges  as  teacher  and,  in 
addition,  general  utility  man.  When  he  died 
he  did  not  have  money  enough  to  burv  him¬ 
self.  No,  he  had  not  been  a  spendthrift. 
He  was  sober,  industrious,  steadygoing.  The 
trouble  was,  he  had  been  paid  a  salary  that 
was  so  disgracefully  small  that  those  who 
paid  it  womd  not  want  the  public  to  know 
the  amount  of  it  Somehow,  I  feel  that  re¬ 
ligion  does  not  thrive  in  an  atmosphere  of 
exploitation  like  that  which  must  exist  in  a 
place  where  such  inhuman  stu£F  is  pulled  off. 
The  fact  that  this  exploitation  is  sugar- 
coaVd  by  pious  talk  about  “missionary  sac¬ 
rifice”  does  not  make  it  any  less  cold-blooded 
and  heinous. 

Making  Education  Christian.  The  atmos¬ 
phere  of  the  school  must  be  Christian;  made 
so,  not  by  pious  looks  and  genufiections,  but 
b^.  tbe  adynamic  presence  and  operation  of 
spirit  of  the  Christ.  A  Christian  school 

fr 


must,  above  all  other  thinn,  magnify  human 
values.  Pious  chapel  talu  and  over-pious 
chapel  prayers  will  not  make  students  re¬ 
ligious.  Studying  the  life  of  Christ  or  com¬ 
mitting  the  Psalms  to  memory  will  not  make 
students  Christian.  If  the  school,  as  an  in¬ 
stitution,  would  influence  students  in  that 
direction,  it  must  exemplify  in  its  own  opera¬ 
tion  all  that  high,  humane  idealism  that  Jesus 
lived  and  died  for.  A  spade  is  a  spade  with 
the  school  generation  of  our  day.  Sham  and 
hypocrisy  cannot  get  by  these  youngsters,  no 
matter  how  perfectly  they  may  simidate 
righteousness. 

Mutt  Be  Done.  Unless  we  do  make  our 
education  Christian  from  top  to  bottom,  our 
civiliaation  is  doomed.  Our  schools  are  mak¬ 
ing  the  leaders — Pleaders  in  industry,  leaders 
in  business,  leaders  in  politics.  If  knowledge 
is  not  under  the  sway  of  the  right  sort  of 
Christian  conscience,  it  will  work  its  own  de¬ 
struction.  Like  eyfeless  Samson,  it  will  g^ope 
to  the  pillars  that  support  our  Godless  civili¬ 
zation  and  crush  them  in  its  Titan  grip. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Houston,  Texas. — Seeing  that  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  T.  M.  Jackson,  has  the  program  of 
Boynton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
heart,  the  officers  and  members  are  making 
fine  reports,  under  present  conditions,  which 
show  the  esteem  in  which  our  pastor  is  held. 
A  pound  party  was  given  our  pastor  and 
family  on  the  night  of  January  10  by  the 
members  of  the  church,  which  was  a  pleas¬ 
ant  surprise,  of  many  pounds  of  groceries. 
— Mrs.  L.  A.  Steptoe,  Reporter. 

New  London,  Ohio. — The  Oberlin  group 
meeting  recently  convened  in  Second  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  The  principal 
speakers  for  the  occasion  were  the  Rev.  Dr. 
T.  L.  Ferguson,  of  Columbus;  the  Rev.  Wm. 
McMorries,  of  Oberlin;  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Hol¬ 
land,  the  entertaining  pastor;  and  the  Rev. 
H.  W.  Stewai^  of  the  First  Church.  The 
Rev.  W.  M.  Giles,  of  Lorain,  conducted  a 
week’s  meeting  for  us,  which  was  attended 
with  great  success.  The  Rev.  GUes  has 
proved  himself  a  soul-stirring  pastor  and  a 
great  soul  winner. — Reporter. 


Ramteur,  N,  C. — ^The  Christmas  exercise 
was  rendered,  consisting  of  a  play  and  carols, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Robert  McRae. 
The  Christmas  World  Service  offering  was 
taken,  preceded  by  a  strong  speech  of  ap¬ 
peal  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  B.  F.  Gleaves. 
There  was  a  period  of  silence  when  a  storm 
passed  over,  leaving  the  pastor,  his  good 
wife  and  children,  many  good  things  to  eat, 
and  other  articles  too  numerous  to  mention. 
The  committee,  Mesdames  Robert  McRae, 
Fannie'  Brooks,  and  Ada  Rieves,  wish  to 
thank  the  members  and  friends*  for  the  many 
pounds  given. — Reporter. 

Stonehamville,  Texas. — Sundav,  January  9, 
was  a  high  day  at  Stonehamville  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  B. 
E.  WUliams,  preached  out  of  his  heart  from 
the  text  found  in  Phil.  8.  13.  This  sermon 
will  live  long  in  the  minds  of  the  people  who 
heard  him.  On  Sunday  afternoon,  at  three 
o’clock,  he  made  a  great  plea  for  Wiley  Col¬ 
lege,  and  fifty-one  members  pledged  that 
they  would  pay  one  dollar  each  on  the  fifth 
Sunday  in  January  for  Wiley  College  En¬ 
dowment.  Sixty-five  partook  of  the  com¬ 
munion.  Total  amount  raised  for  the  day, 
$18. — Mrs.  G.  M.  Mitchell,  Reporter. 

Jasper,  Texas. — Neely  Grove:  We  are  in 
the  rural  district,  but  we  are  moving  along 
nicely  so  far.  We  have  a  new  pastor,  the 
^^v.  W.  L.  Sonier,  and  we  are  indeed  proud 
Pl>f  him.  He  has  all  the  auxiliaries  of  the 
church  at  work,  and  each  one  is  to  report 
$5  for  Easter.  Sister  Katie  Armstrong,  one 
of  our  faithful  members,  died  January  8, 
after  a  long  illness.  Our  first  garter  was 
held  at  Jamestown,  Texas,  with  District  Su¬ 


perintendent  Gilder  presiding.  The  Ladies’ 
Aid  gave  a  supper  on  January  8  for  the 
purpose  of  painting  the  church.  Sister  Fran¬ 
ces  Rhymes  is  president. — Jack  Hadnot,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Willis,  Texas. — St.  Thomas  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  is  still  moving  on.  On  De¬ 
cember  31,  1926,  after  having  listened  to  a 
wonderful  sermon  by  our  worthy  pastor,  the 
Rev.  B.  F.  Jackson,  at  the  watch-night  serv¬ 
ice,  a  storm  struck  the  parsonage,  bringing 
about  thirty  pounds.  The  party  was  led  by 
Brother  J.  E.  Bryant,  Sisters  R.  Micheaux, 
S.  Bryant,  A.  Lewis,  J.  Gleen,  S.  Hodges,  E. 
Golden,  A.  Stubberfield,  B.  Harrold,  O. 
Woodly,  Brothers  S.  Micheaux,  A.  Blaine, 
C.  Ballot,  T.  Scott,  R.  Bleen,  C.  Stoneham, 
N.  E.  Barnes,  C.  Golden,  D.  Bryant,  and 
Sister  C.  Blaine.  The  participants  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  courtesy  by  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
B.  F.  Jackson,  who  invited  us  to  come  again. 

Blodgett,  Mist. — Blodgett  has  just  fin¬ 
ished  its  Conference  year,  which  has  been  the 
greatest  in  the  history  of  the  little  church. 
The  Rev.  G.  W.  Hawkins  had  for  his  eve¬ 
ning  text,  Luke  4.  8:  “Get  thee  behind  me, 
Satan.”  The  sermon  was  highly  enjoyed  by 
a  large  congregation.  The  afternoon  service 
closed  with  the  marriam  of  Miss  Fanny  May 
Shelby  to  Mr.  Hollis  Parker.  The  bride  is 
one  of  our  young  class  leaders.  The  financial 
secretary  made  his  report.  The  pastor  and 
district  superintendent  were  paid  in  full.  The 
Ladies’  Aid  and  the  suit  committee  presented 
the  pastor  with  a  $60  suit  of  clothes.  Sis¬ 
ters  Amy  Harper,  president  Ladies’  Aid,  and 
Laura  Bankhead,  president  Home  Mission 
Societv,  were  highly  commended  for  the  great 
help  they  rendered  the  church. — W.  M.  Maul¬ 
din,  Reporter. 

Martin,  Tenn. — The  Emancipation  Procla¬ 
mation  was  celebrated  in  McCabe  Temple 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  prayer 
band,  led  by  Brother  Prophett  Johnson,  Sis¬ 
ter  Jane  Shepard,  and  Brother  Robert  Cab- 
bitt,  conducted  the  services.  The  Rev.  J. 
P.  Price  was  the  main  speaker  of  the  day. 
We  observed  the  Week  of  Prayer  according 
to  our  book  of  discipline  and  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches.  The  pastor  preached 
on  Sunday,  January  2,  on  “The  Duty  of 
Parents  to  Their  Children,”  and  at  night  the 
Rev.  J.  P.  Price  preached  the  opening  ser¬ 
mon  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  from  the  text 
found  in  Jeremiah  38.  8;  subject,  “The  Power 
and  Effect  of  Prayer.”  It  was  a  great  "ker- 
mon.  Our  pastor  and  the  Rev.  Price  read 
the  Scriptures  for  the  prayer-meeting  topics 
on  each  night,  and  gave  pointed  talks  on  the 
same,  followed  by  prapng  and  ghod  sing¬ 
ing. — Rosa  H.  Busby,  Reporter. 

Harrisburg,  Texas. — Services  at  Asbury 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  were  well  at¬ 
tended,  Sunday,  January  16.  The  Sunday- 
school  lesson  was  impressively  put  before 
the  classes.  At  11  A.  M.  the  pastor,  Rev. 
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“Enclosed  is  an  order  for  The  Church 
School  JoumaL  I  thank  you  for  the 
copy  vou  sent.  It  is  the  finest  Sunday- 
school  material  I  have  ever  seen.’’ — 
tavus  Marquardt,  SuftrtnStndmt  Mrmtrial 
Mstbodut  Sund^  Scbetl,  St.  Ltmis,  Me. 

“I  just  received  the  sample  copy  of  IHie 
Church  School  Journal  this  morning. 
I  am  enthusiastic  about  it.  Enter  my  sub¬ 
scription  so  that  I  may  not  miss  the  next 
number.  I  am  almost  decided  that  it  is 
better  than  any  relimous  magazine  I  have." 
— Rev.  George  D.  Gaide,  Pastor,  East  Dm- 
buqme.  Ills. 

“I  am  a  Baptist,  but  must  frankly  say 
The  Church  School  Journal  is  the  best 
I  have  seen  in  its  class.  Cannot  express 
in  fitting  words  my  appreciation  of  it.” — 
H.  W.  Cbandler,  Lexingfen,  Ky. 

“I  have  gone  through  sample  and  find  it 
best  ever.  It  surely  marks  a  new  era  in 
church-school  journalism." — Charles  W. 
Evans,  Superintendent  First  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Sunday  School,  Fairmont,  W.  Va. 

The  JOURNAL  deserves  your  critical 
examination.  A  sample  copy  is 
yours  for  the  asking.  Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chicago  Boaton  Datroit  Pittsburgh 
Kansas  City  San  Francisco  Portlamt,  Ora. 


C.  H.  Pemilton,  entered  Into  the  first  of  his 
series  of  sermons  on  the  “Lord’s  Prayer,” 
using  Matt.  6.  9  as  a  text.  At  8  P.  M.  the 
Rev.  Toulson,  the  assistant  pastor  at  St. 
Johfi  Church,  Dowling  Street,  delivered  an 
able  sermon.  Tuesday  night’s  class  meeting 
was  a  live  service,  when  all  the  churches  of 
the  city  united  in  general  speaking,  meeting 
at  Asbury  Church.  Our  souls  are  yet  fat 
from  this  great  feast,  which  was  sponsored 
by  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society.  Too  much  good 
cannot  be  said  of  our  worthy  Ladies’  Aid 
president;  she  is  ever  on  the  lookout  for  t^ 
financial  and  spiritual  Interest  of  the  church. 
With  such  a  pastor  and  coworkers  as  we 
have,  we  must  go  forward. — Mrs.  C.  V.  Adair, 
Reporter. 

EJdwards,  Mies. — The  good  people  of  Ed¬ 
wards  are  still  on  their  job.  The  sisters 
spared  no  time  in  making  Christmas  dinner 
enjoyable  for  the  pastor  and  family.  Baskets 
and  boxes  were  brought  to  the  parsonage, 
consisting  of  all  kinds  of  fruits,  nuts,  candies, 
cakes,  meats,  two  dress  patterns  for  Hattie 
and  Louise,  twenty-five  pounds  of  pork, 
three  pounds  of  butter,  eggs,  and  a  handisome 
purse  for  Sister  Rucker,  and  many  other 
things.  Those  participating  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ross  Washington,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo. 
Bolton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will  Tucker,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  R.  WiUiams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Harper,  Mrs.  Willie  Bates,  Mrs.  Bettie 
Leonard,  Mrs.  Emma  White,  Mrs.  Maud 
Smith,  Mr.  W.  M.  Kaufman,  Mesdames  N. 
Holley,  S.  Thompson,  S.  Palion,  E.  Head, 
G.  Ovingfton,  S.  Jones,  M.  Brown,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Lucas.  May  the  Lord  bless  you 
all.  Come  again. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Rucker. 

• 

J otterand,  T exas. — The  first  Sunday  in 
January  was  a  high  di^  at  Josserand  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  At  9  A.  M. 
we  had  a  model  Sunday  school,  and  at  11 
A.  M.  we  had  a  soul-stirring  sermon  by  our 
new  pastor.  At  8  P.  M.  we  had  a  Bible 
discussion,  which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Just' 
before  preaching  Sunday  night,  we  spent- 
fifteen  minutes  in  expressing  ourselves.  The 
pastor  delivered  a  burning  message.  We 
are  well  pleased  with  our  new  pastor,  ai^ 
we  are  going  to  do  all  we  can  this  year  to: 
go  over  the  top.  We  are  planning  to  re- 
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model  our  church,  for  it  it  ytry  much  in 
need  of  it.  We  are  very  thankful  to  our  good 
Baptist  friends  for  their  support,  also  for 
their  presence,  and  especiaUy  to  Brother  Wil¬ 
lie  Vinson,  who  is  a  leader  for  our  young 
people  in  this  community.  Total  collection 
for  the  day,  $18.10.  The  Lord  blessed  us 
when  be  sent  our  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  Z.  A. 
Batiste,  to  us,  for  his  work  is  much  needed 
at  our  church. — Oris  Green,  Reporter. 

Nathvilh,  Tstm. — Clark  Memorial:  At  the 
close  of  a  recent  rally,  the  large  pipe  organ 
was  paid  for  and  other  notes  were  settled. 
Since  the  coming  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Lewis  to  Clark, 
the  hot  air  furnaces  have  been  paid  for.  We 
are  now  planning  to  finish  paying  for  the 
parsonage  property  and  bulla  a  new  parson¬ 
age.  On  the  evening  before  Christmas  eve, 
several  members,  beaded  by  Brother  Samuel 
Murray,  stormed  the  pastor  and  his  wife, 
leaving  a  large  assortment  of  groceries.  At 
the  recent  Quarterly  Conference,  the  district 
superintendent  was  paid  in  full,  $52A0.  Mrs. 

G.  W.  Lewis,  the  pastor’s  wife,  is  visiting  her 
sister  in  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  and  her  daunter, 
Emma,  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  Recently  Dr.  Lewis 
delivered  an  address  at  the  State  A.  A  I. 
College,  which  was  highly  spoken  of  by  the 
large  student  body  and  faculty.  Some  fine 
men  and  women  have  united  with  Clark  since 
the  coming  of  the  present  pastor.  We  are 
working  to  get  subscribers  for  the  South¬ 
western,  and  have  recently  sent  in  four  or 
five. — Reporter. 

Radford,  Va. — Sunday,  January  2,  was  a 
high  day  spiritually  at  the  Piney  Wood 
Church.  At  11  A.  M.  our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
R.  M.  Green,  was  at  his  best  He  preached 
a  soul-stirring  sermon  from  the  text.  Matt. 
2.  2:  “We  have  seen  the  star.”  At  6.30  P.  M. 
a  glorious  prayer  Service  was  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Thos.  Jones,  after  which  the  Rev. 
R.  M.  Green  again  thrilled  our  hearts  when 
he  preached  to  us  from  John  2.  6.  At  the 
close  of  the  sermon,  five  young  people  came 
forward  for  prayer,  were  happily  converted, 
and  joined  t^  church.  Truly  t^  church  is 
alive  spiritually  and  financially;  $14.93  was 
raised  for  the  pastor,  and  $4.66  for  a  young 
man  in  the  hospital.  On  Saturday  evening 
January  1,  1927,  a  play,  entitled,  “The  Birth 
of  Christ,”  was  given  by  the  young  people, 
directed  by  Mrs.  Mary  Palmer,  which  was 
very  impressive  and  enjoyed  by  ali.  Too 
much  cannot  be  said  in  commendation  of  the 
people,  old  and  young,  of  Piney  Woods,  better 
known  as  Rough  and  Ready. — Mrs.  L.  V. 
Green,  Reporter. 

Brandywine,  Md. — A  grand  sacred  con¬ 
cert,  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ladies’ 
Aid  of  Gibbons  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Brandywine  charge,  was  rendered  on  Sun¬ 
day,  November  7,  by  well-known  artists  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  namely:  Dr.  Eva  Dykes, 
Miss  Maggie  Jefferson,  and  Messrs.  Marry 
Wright  and  Thos.  Heathman.  The  silver 
offering  amounted  to  $10.07.  Women’s  Day 
was  observed  at  two  points  oif  the  charge, 
with  good  results,  both  spiritually  and  finan¬ 
cially.  At  Gibbons  Church,  on  November  14, 
nine  persons  professed  conversion,  seven  of 
whom  joined  the  church.  At  Asbury  Church, 
on  November  28,  one  person  professed  con¬ 
version,  and  also  united  with  the  church.  The 
offering  at  Gibbons  was  $28.85;  and  at  As¬ 
bury,  ^1.83.  The  Rev.  Mrs.  Florence  Pink¬ 
ney,  of  Ebeneser  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Washington,  D.  C.,  delivered  a  soul¬ 
stirring  sermon  at  the  former  church,  as 
did  also  the  Rev.  Mrs.  Florence  Gravitt, 
of  the  Morning  Star  Baptist  Church,  at  the 
latter  church.  The  fourth  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  charge  was  held  in  Gibbons 
Church,  with  the  dirtrict  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Jenkins,  presiding;.  The 
officials  were  in  attendance  to  an  appreciable 
degree,  and  the  reports,  as  a  whole,  very 
goM.  The  Conference  voiced  their  appre- 
dation  of  the  labors  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  C. 

H.  Toulson,  for  the  past  eight  consecutive 
years  on  the  charge,  and  also  the  desire  that 
the  Annual  Conference  would  return  him  for 
another  year.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Jenkins,  the  wife 
of  our  district  superintendent,  was  the  guest 
of  honor  of  the  Conference,  and  gave  a  verv 
timely  and  effective  address,  following  which 
she  was  presented  a  neat  sum  of  mon^  on 
behalf  of  the  Conference  by  Mrs.  Carrie  Pink¬ 


ney,  and  a  beautiful  cake  by  Mrs.  Toulson. 
After  adjournment,  the  Ladies’  Aid  served 
a  fine  dinner  to  all  In  attendance. — Mrs.  M. 
S.  Toalson,  Reporter. 

Orlando,  Fla. — Ebeneser  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church:  The  achievements  of  this  church 
during  the  past  few  years  have  been  mar- 
vdous,  to  say  the  leaA  Under  the  efficient 
leadership  of  our  present  pastor  the  work  of 
the  church  has  gone  forward  in  a  very  re¬ 
markable  way.  When  the  Rev.  Rutlege  was 
appointed  to  the  pastorate  of  this  church,  not 
quite  three  years  ago,  he  found  a  strug^ing 
congregation  worshipping  in  the  unfin&hed 
basement  of  what  was  designed  to  be  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  church  buildings  within 
the  confines  of  our  Florida  Method^m.  The 
plans  for  this  building  were  worked  out  and 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
and  Church  Extension  during  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  ex-pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  P.  Pick- 
ins,  who  succeeded  in  erecting  the  first  unit 
of  the  building,  which  is  now  occupied  by 
the  Sunday  school,  Epworth  League,  and 
other  kindred  organisations.  With  an  in¬ 
debtedness  of  several  hundred  dollars  on  the 
unfinished  basement,  and  without  a  dollar  on 
hand  for  building  purposes,  our  present  pas¬ 
tor  came  to  this  charge  under  rather  dis¬ 
couraging  circumstances.  But  with  an  in¬ 
domitable  determination  to  succeed,  he  began 
at  once  to  mobilise  his  forces,  ben^ng  every 
effort  toward  the  completion  of  the  unfinished 
task.  As  a  result  of  bis  untiring  efforts,  the 
main  auditorium  has  been  built,  and  serv¬ 
ices  have  been  held  in  R  for  more  than  a 
year.  Beautiful  art-glass  windows  have  been 
put  in,  and  a  great  deal  of  the  interior  work 
has  been  done.  The  budding  is  of  solid  brick 
construction,  with  an  extra  high  grade  of  face 
bricks  for  the  exterior  work.  The  cost  of 
the  building  will  be  $60,000  when  completed. 
Grateful  admowledgment  is  hereby  made  to 
the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church 
Extension  for  their  liberal  donation  of  ^,600 
on  our  building  project  during  the  last  three 
years.  The  rest  of  the  money  was  raised 
through  local  efforts,  and  the  building  pro¬ 
gram  has  gone  forward  without  a  mortgage. 
Nearly  two  hundred  members  have  been 
added  to  the  church  during  the  past  three 
years,  and  “Ebeneser”  is  wielding  a  mighty 
infiuence  for  righteousness  throughout  the 
community.  Pastor,  officers,  and  members 
are  working  harmoniously  together  in  the 
building  of  a  greater  Ebeneser,  and  a  great 
program  is  being  put  over. — S.  P.  Rutiege, 
B.S.  Litt.,  Pastor ;  L.  M.  Williams,  Reporter. 

Colorado  Springe. — Peoples’  Church:  The 
Yuletide  season  was  most  profitably  and  en- 
joyably  spent  at  Peoples’  Church.  The  pro¬ 


gram  was  the  most  complete  of  the  church’s 
entire  history.  It  began  with  a  Christmas 
tree  and  exercise  by  the  Sunday  school,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  W.  G.  I^ke,  superin¬ 
tendent,  and  Mrs.  A.  R.  Mosley,  mem^r  of 
the  Sunday-school  board,  at  8.80  o’clock 
Christmas  eve.  Christmas  was  ushered  in  by 
the  presentation  of  “A  Pageant  of  Beth¬ 
lehem,”  in  four  scenes  (written  by  Mabel 
Burkholder)  by  the  choir,  at  four  c^clock 
Christmas  morning,  and  so  thrilled  was  the 
pastor.  Rev.  G.  F.  Tipton,  with  the  effective 
staging  of  this  pageant  by  an  able  cast,  that 
he  requested  the  pageant  be  repeated  by  the 
original  cast,  Sunday,  January  2.  The  bouse 
was  packed  to  the  doors,  and  both  white  and 
colored  are  still  wondering  about  the  beauti¬ 
ful  star  that  suddenly  and  mysteriously  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  ceiling  of  the  church  auai- 
torium.  The  Christmas  service  was  held 
Sunday,  December  26.  A  special  Christmas 
message  was  brought  by  the  pastor,  and 
special  music  for  the  occasion  was  fittingly 
and  effectively  rendered  by  the  choir,  and  a 
soprano  solo,  “Hail,  Wondrous  Stranger,” 
by  Mrs.  Evelyn  L.  Whittaker.  At  8  P.  M. 
the  choir  was  at  its  best  in  the  rendition  of 
the  beautiful  Christmas  cantata,  “The  Shep¬ 
herd  King,”  by  J.  Lincoln  HaU,  which  was 
broadcast  over  Station  KFUM,  Monday  eve¬ 
ning,  December  27.  A  very  pretty  and 
effective  community  service  was  held  Sun¬ 
day,  January  2,  at  4  P.  M.  The  idea  of  this 
service  was  conceived  and  arranged  by  Mrs. 
Ora  B.  Bryant,  who  presided  with  queenly 
dignity,  the  main  feature  of  which  was  a 
“candle-light”  scene.  When  this  part  of  the 
program  was  reached,  the  lights  went  out, 
and  Mrs.  Bryant  lighted  her  candle,  stepped 
over  to  the  pastor  and  lighted  bis;  and  he, 
in  turn,  lit  the  candles  of  all  visiting  min¬ 
isters.  And  from  the  pulpit  the  light  went 
back  through  the  peWs,  while  the  choir  softiy 
chanted,  “Let  the  Lower  Lights  Be  Burn¬ 
ing,”  until  every  person  held  a  lighted  candle. 
This  scene  was  indicative  of  the  existence  of 
a  spirit  of  “good  will  and  brotherly  love” 
in  the  heart  of  every  person  present  The 
spiritual  tide  ran  high.  In  order  that  the  en¬ 
tire  day  might  be  spent  at  the  “house  of  the 
Lord,”  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Todd  D.  Colbert,  with 
an  able  corps  of  helpers,  prepared  a  big  tur¬ 
key  dinner  in  the  le^re  room  of  the  church, 
from  which  they  reported  $100*  on  the  church 
rally.  The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for 
us,  whereof  we  are  glad.  Peoples’  Church 
has  taken  her  rightf^  place  in  the  religious 
life  of  this  city.  It  stands  as  a  great  beacon 
pointing  men  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  who 
taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world — L.  C.  Bas¬ 
sett. 


District  Activities 


District  Round 

VICKSBURG  DISTRICT 

Firet  Round — Clinton,  February  6,  6;  Ed¬ 
wards,  8,  9;  Cary,  11-18;  Vicksburg,  18-20; 
Bolton,  26, 27 ;  Harriston,  March  4-6;  Fayette, 
11-18;  Russum,  16;  Union  Church,  19,  20; 
Natches,  22,  28;  Centerville,  26,  27;  Mead- 
ville,  April  2,  8;  Bude,  1-8;  Meadville  Mis¬ 
sion,  6;  Kirby,  9,  10. 

Now,  brethren,  our  labors  were  crowned 
with  success  because  we  went  after  success. 
Remember,  last  Easter  each  pastor  had  his 
committees  appointed  and  be  started  out  to 
win.  Easter  is  the  17th  day  of  April,  and  if 
each  pastor  will  have  in  mind  that  the  World 
Service  must  be  raised  and  souls  must  be 
saved,  he  will  work  to  that  end.  Some  pas¬ 
tors  allow  trustees  to  put  on  rallies.  Let  us 
be  men  and  having  nothing  before  us  but 
what  the  church  Mks  us.  Rally  all  your 
forces  for  these  causes  and,  with  the  help  of 
our  heavenly  Father,  we  will  take  care  of  all 
the  buildings  during  the  year.  Watch  for 
calls  of  noup  meetings  and  other  meetings 
that  will  help  ns  get  together.  Yours  in  His 
name,  J.  R.  Ross,  Dlst.  Supt. 

WAYNESBORO  DISTICT 

Second  Bound — Augusta,  St.  Mark,  Febru¬ 
ary  18,  14;  Rocky  Ford,  19,  20;  Pulaski,  26, 


27 ;  Sylvanio,  March  6,  6 ;  Green  Hill,  7 ;  Clyo, 
Newington,  and  Lee,  12,  18;  Millen,  19,  20; 
Statesboro,  26,  27;  Herndon  and  Midville, 
April  8;  Pineora  and  Guyton,  8;  Charles¬ 
town,  9,  10;  Wadley  and  Gough,  17;  Dublin, 
24,  26;  HiUtonia,  2^  26;  Stillmore,  Summit, 
and  Metter,  80,  May  1;  Haven,  Asbury,  and 
Gough,  6-8. 

Dear  Brethren  and  Workers:  We  are  at 
our  real  work;  let  no  one  be  satisfied  with 
less  than  his  best  on  every  cause;  your  con¬ 
science  should  be  safe  guide.  Be  like  your 
Lord — ^pray  for  power  and  use  it  in  deeds. 
Yours  for  His  caiis^  J.  S.  Stripling,  Dist. 
Supt. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

BALDWIN,  LA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  at 
Godman  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Janu¬ 
ary  16,  17.  All  officers  were  present  with 
g(^  reports.  The  business  of  the  Conference 
was  handled  with  ease  by  our  new  district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  Hubbard  Daniels.  . 
At  7.80  P.  M.  he  preached  a  wonderful  ser-i 
mon.  Monday  night  the  business  session  Iras 
hdd,  which  was  closed  with  a  great  love  feast. 
The  old  church  is  steadily  marching  on.  Our 
pastor.  Rev.  E.  C.  Goins,  is  formg  to  the 
front  in  his  work.  We  are  with  mm  in  put- 
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ting  over  the  pronam  of  the  church,  and 
we  hope  to  exceed  the  work  of  last  year. 
We  are  thankful  that  our  pastor’s  wife,  Mrs. 
A.  Goins,  has  recovered  from  her  illness.  She 
is  now  hewing  to  put  the  program  over.  We 
are  proud  of  our  new  pastor  and  district 
superintendent. — C.  £.  Edmond,  Reporter. 

BELLEFONTAINE,  MISS. 

Dumas  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
November  27,  28,  1926,  with  the  Rev.  B.  W. 
Wynn,  district  superintendent,  in  the  chair. 
Dr.  Wynn  is  the  man  for  the  job.  Our  local 
preacher,  Bro.  B.  J.  Marshall,  bas  had  charge 
of  the  work  this  quarter.  We  are  proud  to 
say  that  this  was  one  of  the  best  Quarterly 
Conferences  in  the  history  of  Bellefontaine 
circuit.  Paid  the  district  superintendent  in 
full.  Amount  raised  in  the  Conference,  $24; 
raised  Saturday  and  Sunday,  i|87.86.  We 
pray  God’s  blessing  upon  Brother  Marshall. — 
Reporter. 

BLACKSHEAR,  GA. 

Scott’s  Chapel:  Our  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  December  17-19,  1926,  with 
the  Rev.  W.  H.  Odum,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  presiding.  After  devotion,  he  greeted 
us  cheerfully  with  timely  remarks  of  the 
new  year’s  work,  earnestly  stressing  service, 
and  asked  the  prayers  of  the  Conference  that 
he  may  grow  more  like  the  “Good  Shepherd.” 
He  handled  the  business  with  ease  and  rapid¬ 
ity,  as  the  class  leaders  and  secretaries  of 
every  department  had  written  reports.  The 
stewards’  report  exceeded  our  quarterly  as¬ 
sessment.  Sunday,  December  19,  was  a  high 
day  at  Scott’s  Chapel,  with  our  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Odum,  filling 
the  pulpit  morning  and  evening.  At  7B0 
P.  M.  every  seat  was  occupied.  He  selected 
his  text  from  the  book  of  Amos,  “Will  a 
man  rob  God?”  He  preached  a  powerful 
sermon.  We  are  very  grateful  to  Bishop 
Clair  for  sending  us  the  Rev.  P.  B.  Gibson 
as  pastor.  We  appreciate  him  as  a  sainted 
father,  a  great  leader,  and  a  spiritual 
preacher.  Hence  he  is  a  good  pastor.  He 
came  to  us  November  12,  19!M,  and  filled  the 
pulpit  November  14,  administering  the  sacra¬ 
ment  at  7.30  P.  M.  On  the  evening  of  No¬ 
vember  27  he  was  taken  seriously  ill.  We 
prayed  and  our  prayers  were  answered.  He 
is  now  able  to  fill  his  place  again.  Though 
not  strong,  he  is  up  and  doing,  and  has  ar¬ 
ranged  a  real  calendar  for  this  year’s  work. — 
Alice  E.  Gill,  Reporter. 

EVERGREEN,  ALA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Ever¬ 
green  circuit  was  held  January  21-23,  1927, 
with  the  Rev.  P.  P.  Wright,  of  the  Mont¬ 
gomery  District,  our  most  efficient  district 
superintendent,  presiding.  He  preached  on 
Friday  night  to  a  large  congreMtion.  The 
theme  of  his  discourse  was,  “Prayer  gets 
things  done.”  After  which  the  business  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Conference  was  held.  All  officers 
were  present  and  the  reports  showed  that 
the  old  church  is  steadily  marching  on.  This 
pleased  the  district  superintendent  very  much. 
The  pastor.  Rev.  F.  E.  Dawkin,  preached 
at  Sand  Bar  Church  at  11  A.  M.,  Sunday, 
from  the  subject,  “The  Unlimited  Distance  of 
Jesus.”  A  large  crowd  was  present.  Sand 
Bar  is  taking  on  new  life  and  bids  fair  for 
a  great  year’s  work.  The  pastor  and  district 
superintendent  wer.e  back  to  St.  Paul  Sunday 
afternoon.  The  district  superintendent 
preached  at  8  P.  M.  and  at  7.80  P.  M.  Each 
sermon  was  a  spiritual  feast.  The  Lord’s* 
Supper  was  administered  to  a  large  crowd. 
Our  new  pastor.  Rev.  F.  E.  Dawkins,  is 
forging  to  the  front  in  his  work.  The  old 
organ  that  played  Well  its  part  for  twenty- 
odd  years  has  gone,  and  a  new  piano  has 
been  installed  in  the  St.  Paul  Methraist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Evergreen,  Ala.  Every  auxil¬ 
iary  of  our  church  is  alive  and  hoping,  with 
the  leadership  of  our  great  pastor,  to.  put 
over  a  great  program  this  year.  Our  district 
superintendent  was  paid  in  full.  Amount 
raised  was  $44.40. — Rosa  Lee  Matthews,  Re¬ 
porter. 

GEORGETOWN,  MO. 

Our  fourth  quarterly  meeting  was  held  at 
Georgetown  on  Sunday,  January  9.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  Dr.  E.  L.  McAllester, 


was  at  his  host.  His  message  was  very  help¬ 
ful  and  inspiring.  The  good  ladles,  at  the 
close  of  the  eleven  o’clock  service,  served 
dinner  for  all  present.  At  8  P.  M.  the  pastor 
of  Tyler’s  Chapel,  at  Sedalia,  Mo.,  the  Rev. 
W.  L.  Lee,  and  his  good  choir  were  with  us. 
The'  Rev.  Lee  brought  to  us  a  wonderful 
message.  After  the  sermon  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per  was  administered,  and  about  forty  or 
more  communed.  The  collection  amounted  to 
$82.11.  We  would  not  forget  our  good  Bro. 
L.  H.  Smith,  who  laid  on  the  altar  for  World 
Service  $9.00.  We  wish  there  were  others 
like  him.  The  pastor  wishes  to  thank  Brother 
Lee  and  his  go^  people,  who  hetoed  to  make 
the  meeting  a  glorious  success.— C.  D.  Hester, 
Pastor. 

JEANERETTE,  LA. 

On  January  21  the  first  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  was  held  at  St.  Peter  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  with  our  worthy  district  super¬ 
intendent,  the  Rev.  Hubbard  Daniels.  The 
business  was  dispatched  with  ease.  The  pas¬ 
tor’s  report  showed  that  twelve  had  been 
added  to  the  fold.  All  officers  were  present 
and  made  good  reports.  Everyone  was  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  sermon  on  Sunday  night, 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Daniels  from  the  sub¬ 
ject,  “Atonement.”  Collection  was  good. 
The  district  superintendent  went  away  well 
pleased  with  the  results. — T.  P.  Norris,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

LAKE  PROVIDENCE,  LA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  St. 
Peter’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held 
December  81-January  1,  with  the  Rev.  C. 
Spears,  district  superintendent,  presiding. 
All  reports  were  good  and  showed  an  in¬ 
crease  along  all  lines  of  the  work.  The 
superintendent  was  well  pleased  with  the 
work,  and  was  paid  in  full  in  the  Quarterly 
Conference.  On  Sunday  the  Rev.  Spears 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  from  Rev. 
21.  26.  He  was  at  his  best.  We  want  to 
thank  the  bishop  and  superintendent  for  the 
return  of  the  Rev.  Brown  and  his  dear  wife, 
who  is  standing  by  his  side.  Mrs.  Brown 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
church,  in  the  Sunday  school  and  Junior 
League.  Since  their  return  from  Conference 
the  parsonage  has  been  remodeled,  so  that 
it  is  now  comfortable  for  the  pastor  and 
wife.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  them 
for  the  service  they  are  giving  for  the  build¬ 
ing  of  God’s  kingdom  in  the  hearts  of  men 
and  women,  and  with  them  as  our  leaders 
we  know  no  failure. — Mrs.  E.  House,  Re¬ 
porter. 

LIBERTY,  TENN. 

Liberty  circuit  held  its  second  Quarterly 
Conference  at  Alexandria,  January  15,  16. 
The  Rev.  F.  N.  Collier  presided.  On  account 
of  the  inclement  weather  the  reports  on  Sat¬ 
urday  were  light.  Sunday  was  fair,  and  the 
members  hastened  to  hear  the  Rev.  Collier’s 
message  from  God.  Our  beloved  pastor,  the 
Rev.  J,  A.  W.  Moore,  was  overjoyed  at  the 
manifestation  of  his  little  flock  at  the  eleven 
o’clock  service.  The  communion  stewards,  as 
usual,  were  at  their  post.  Forty-two  com¬ 
muned.  Reports  on  World  Service  and  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  showed 
great  activity.  Many  friends  of  other  de¬ 
nominations  were  present.  Amount  raised 
was  $30.67. — George  W.  Groom,  Reporter. 

MERIDIAN,  MISS. 

Rose  Hill:  Our  fourth  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  was  held  January  8,  9  at  Pilgrim.  The 
district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Mor¬ 
gan,  was  present.  The  devotional  service  was 
conducted  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  L. 
Bohannon.  The  attendance  was  good.  We 
have  had  a  fine  year  during  the  Rev.  Bohan¬ 
non’s  administration.  The  class  leaders  re- 
orted  for  the  year  as  follows:  J.  Edwards, 
12;  H.  Handy,  $11.20;  W.  Bolden,  $8.16; 
Sisters  T.  Johnson,  $4;  D.  Smith,  $6.40;  M. 
Scott,  $6.80;  Bro.  J.  Davis,  $10;  W.  Davis, 
$9.06;  J.  Shadwick,  $6;  Alford  S^sdwick, 
$2.70;  L.  Davis,  ^nday  schools,  $6; 
Ladies’  Aid,  $6;  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society,  $6;  Epworth  League,  $8;  Junior 
League,  $2.50;  grand  total  for  the  leaders, 
$106.  The  Rev.  D.  L.  Morgan  was  at  his 
best  and  preached  two  able  sermons  on  Sun¬ 
day.  Raised  during  the  quarter,  1^9. — Lillian 
Larkin,  Reporter. 


MOUNTAIN  CITY,  TENN. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
January  8,  9.  The  district  superintendent, 
the  Rot.  F.  D.  Johnson,  was  on  time  and 
looked  into  the  business  with  care,  presiding 
with  the  ease  of  an  experienced  dlsMet  snper- 
intendent.  The  reports  indicate  pr<mess. 
On  Saturday  evening  the  Rev.  K.  D.  ftnlt^ 
pastor,  with  his  accomplished  wife,  together 
with  a  special  committ^  arrange  a  banquet 
In  honor  of  the  new  district  superintendent, 
which  was  enjoyed  by  all  present  A  most 
excellent  program  was  rendered,  which  was 

Slanned  by  Mrs.  N.  D.  Smith,  llie  Rev.  and 
(rs.  Smith  have  the  honor  of  serving  these 
good  people  in  a  large  way,  being  their  public- 
school  teachers  as  well  as  pastoring  them. 
Sunday  was  a  day  of  r^oicing.  The  district 
superintendent  preached  at  11  A.  M.  from 
St.  John  16.  6;  subject  “The  Indispensable 
Christ”  which  was  a  great  treat  to  the  people. 
At  8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Johnson  addressed  the 
young  people’s  society  with  telling  effect  and 
at  7.^  P.  M.  he  brought  us  a  message  from 
St.  John,  18.  81;  subject  “What  Is  Wth?” 
The  district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full, 
with  a  neat  sum  left  for  the  pastor. — Re¬ 
porter. 

District  Conference  and 
Convention 

GROUP  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  WASH¬ 
INGTON  DISTRICT 
At  the  call  of  the  district  superintendent 
of  the  Washington  District  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Jenkins,  a  Group  Conference  met  in  session 
on  November  4,  1926,  at  Jerusalem  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Rockville,  Md.,  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Bowren  now  in  charge.  Six  charges 
were  represented  at  the  session,  vis.:  Emory 
Grove,  Laytonsville,  Brook^e,  Sandy 
Spring,  Colesville,  and  Rockville,  all  of  which 
show^  in  their  reports  degrees  of  progress. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Perkins,  the  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  paved  the  way  for  what 
was  to  follow  with  an  illuminating  and  in¬ 
spiring  address  on  the  subject  of  “World 
^rvide  and  Conference  Oaimants  Causes.” 
This  was  followed  by  a  wonderful  address 
on  “Stewardship  and  Tithing”  by  the  Rev. 
J.  U.  King,  the  pastor  of  Asbury. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Mitchell  was  next  introduced  and 
delivered  his  usual  sermon,  taking  for  his 
text,  “Morgan  College.”  His  message  will 
long  be  remembered  by  those  who  beard  him. 

Dr.  T.  S.  Tilden  discussed  the  subject, 
“Wby  Raise  the  World  Service  Appor¬ 
tionment?”  His  appeal  was  striking  and 
forceful  from  start  to  finish.  Dr.  C.  E. 
Hodges  next  presented  the  subject  of  “Church 
Finance,”  proving  beyond  a  doubt  that  the 
church  work  in  its  entirety  could  be  operated 
upon  a  business  basis. 

A  paper  was  next  read  by  the  Rev.  H.  A. 
Brooks,  of  the  Laytonsville  charge,  on  the 
subject  of  “Apportioned  Benevolences,” 
showing  its  purpose,  plan,  plea,  and  progress. 

Dr.  R.  W.  S.  Thomas,  the  pastor  of  Eben- 
ezer  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  gave  a  few  inspiring  and  en¬ 
couraging  remarks. 

The  closing  message  fell  from  the  lips  of 
the  district  superintendent.  Dr.  J.  H.  Jenkins, 
which  will  be  long  remembered  by  all  who 
heard  him.  At  the  close  of  the  session  we 
were  invited  to  the  basement  of  the  church, 
where  a  fine  table  awaited  us  with  everything 
good  to  eat.  It  was  an  unusual  treat. 

The  good  pastor  and  his  coworkers  deserve 
to  be  commended  in  the  highest  terms  for  the 
splendid  way  in  which  the  Conference  was 
entertained. — Rev.  H.  A.  Brooks. 

Woman’s  Column 

A  Hey,  Oa. — The  Savannah  District  Meeting 
of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
will  convene  at  Odum,  Ga.,  March  24-27.  Let 
us  strive  this  year  to  do  greater  work  and 
to  win  many  souls  for  Christ’s  kingdom. — 
L.  A.  Pierce,  Dist.  Sec.;  C.  Wiggs,  Reporter. 

Covington,  Oa. — Mrs.  L.  T.  Lovelace,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Board  of  Grace  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  assisted  by  Mrs.  L. 
Easley  and  M.  Rakestraw,  entertained  at  her 
home  the  ladies  of  the  Board;  our  beloved 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Swain  and  wife,  and  Mr. 
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Willlanu,  of  the  Atlanta  Mutual  Insurance 
force,  lie  dinner  was  ddicious.  After  din¬ 
ner  the  pastor  suggested  having  a  word  from 
each  one.  Mr.  Williams  led.  tt^  expressions. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  the  presi¬ 
dent  and  her  assistants  for  uis  Ladles’  Aid 
Christmas  dinner.  A  nice  contribution  was 

Sven  to  the  boajd. — ^MUs  A.  L.  Flemming, 
eporter. 

JvfmrKm,  Tkmu. — ^To  the  presidents  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Marshall  District:  I  am  (^ad  to  extend  greet¬ 
ings  to  yon  in  the  new  year,  for  it  is  a 
pnvOege  for  ns  to  have  been  brought  from 
the  old  year  into  the  new  year  for  another 
year’s  work.  Dear  Sisters:  Let  me  call  your 
attention  lust  here  to  the  evangelising  of  our 
homes  and  our  lives.  First  we  begin  in  our 
homes.  Let  each  president  elect  an  evan¬ 
gelistic  seeretarv,  and  let  the  camp  fire  begin 
burning  in  our  homes  and  in  our  local  au:^- 
iary.  Tlie  Master  is  looking  to  us  for  the 
building  of  tbe  Kingdom  here  on  earth,  so 
let  each  officer  begin.  If  we  can  revive  our¬ 
selves  in  this  great  work  there  will  be  no 
trouble  for  us  to  raise  our  apportionment. 

I  shall  try  to  visit  every  auxilia^  possible. 

We  had  a  wonderful  Annual  Conference. 

Everybody  was  busy  and  full  of  work.  J. 
want  to  thank  you  all  for  last  year’s  work, 
trying  to  take  your  place  once  more  in  the 
Conference — the  second  place.  In  God’s  name 
let  us  go  over  the  tra  this  year.  Will  you 
help  me?  Tours  for  Christ  and  in  His  name, 

Mrs.  J.  Reeseman  Hants,  District  President, 

Box  124. 

Dickson  District. — ^To  the  officers  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  of  the  Dickson  District,  Tennessee  Con¬ 
ference,  Greeting:  We  are  living  in  a  new 
day  of  our  district;  new  things  are  happening  their  privUege  to  serve,  and  that  not  one 
this  year.  We  will  hold  ouk  district  meeting  *'  *■  *"  *" 

on  Springflell  _ II,  _I _ I_  CI._r-I  II-II.  ... 

odist  Bplicopal  Church,  with  the  Rev.  M.  S.  tor  good.— F.  L-  Kirkpatrick,  Conference 
Johnson  and  congregation.  My  dear  sisters.  Corresponding  Secretary,  6««  Crawford  St., 
let  ns  make  it  count;  let  every  district  officer  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
and  co-worker  of  the  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  be  there  with  their  reports.  Kansas  City,  Mo. — The  good  folks  of  Cen- 
It  will  convene  March  25-27.  We  want  every  tennial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  opened 
Mothers’  Jewel,  Home  Guard  Ban^  and  their  doors  to  the  first  annual  meeting  of 
(j^een  Esther  represented.  Let  us  bestir  our-  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Soceity  of 
selves.  Gk>d  wants  us,  humanity  needs  us.  the  Kansas  City  District  on  December  9,  10, 
Let’s  make  this  year  count  as  never  before,  and  a  P^at  spiritual  feast  was  enjoyed  by 
Mardi  4  is  the  day  set  apart  for  prayer  all  from  beginning  to  the  close  of  the  two- 
througfaout  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  day  session.  The  session  opened  with  the  dls- 
Society.  Let  us  observe  that  day  and  let  trict  president,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Hannah,  presiding, 
every  evangelistic  secretary  be  on  the  job  A.  soul-stirring  sermon,  “The  Attractive 
for  the  outrouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  May  Forces  of  the  Cross,”  was  delivered  by  our 
we  accomplish  much  for  the  upbuilding  of  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Han- 
humanity.  I  am  counting  upon  you  to  do  nah,  after  which  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  ad- 
your  part  to  make  the  work  go.  Mrs.  Maggie  ministered.  Devotions  were  lea  at  different 
Carver  is  our  district  secretary  of  evangelism,  sessions  by  the  following:  Mesdames  L. 
All  societies  observing  Prayer  Day,  March  4,  Thomas,  M.  Brown,  A.  Bush,  and  Mrs.  Dun- 
will  report  to  Mrs.  Maggie  Carver,  Lexington,  can.  Our  devoted  corresponding  secretary, 
Tenn.  Let  us  put  God  in  front  and  we  will  Mrs.  N.  J.  Mitchell,  and  promoter  of  the 
find  that  we  can  do  much.  We  are  asking  association,  was  detained  on  account  of  ill- 
help  from  each  pastor,  that  we  may  lift  the  “cs*-  Ou'  association  was  graced  with  the 
work  to  a  higiter  plane.— Mrs.  Mallie  Mack,  presence  of  the  supervisor  of  Negro  Work, 
First  Vice-President,  West  Point,  Tenn.;  Mrs.  S.  C.  McPherrlng,  who  brought  to  us 
Mrs.  Eva  Price,  Secretary,  Shelbyvllle,  Tenn.;  s«ch  helpful  messages  and  who  was  responsi- 
Mrs.  Lillie  A.  Hfll,  District  President.  *>le  for  the  following  missionaries  from  the 

foreign  fields:  Mrs.  L.  J.  Gilliland,  Miss 
Fort  Worth,  Texas. — ^To  the  Coiiference  Louise  Chesney,  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Higdon,  cor- 
Executive  Officers,  Conference  Secretaries  of  responding  secretary  of  the  St.  Louis  Con- 
all  Departments  and  Members  of  all  Auxll-  ference,  who  addressed  us  with  such  inspiring 
iaries — Dear  Friends:  It  seems  impossible  messages.  Dr.  M.  L.  Mackey,  pastor  of  Cen- 
that  the  annual  convention  of  our  Conference  tennial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  con- 
sodety  for  1926  has  become  history,  and  that  ducted  the  “quiet  hour”;  subject,  “Be  still 
six  months  of  this  fiscal  year  have  passed,  and  know  that  I  am  God.”  Mrs.  M.  L. 
We  therefore  have  less  than  six  months  in  Mackey  and  Mrs.  S.  E.  Griffin  rendered  very 
which  to  accomplish  tbe  great  tasks  if  we  appropriate  solos  for  tbe  occasion.  Papers 
reach  the  goals  set  before  us.  The  year  1925  were  read  by  Mrs.  Pearl  Sullivan  and  Mrs. 
to  1926  has  brought  to  us  victories  and  de-  Rachel  AcAfee.  Remarks  by  Mrs.  A.  Cla- 
feat  Let  us  strive  this  year  to  accomplish  bourn,  Mrs.  Moss,  and  Mrs.  Reese.  Welcome 
our  tasks,  that  they  may  become  high  prlv-  addresses:  in  behalf  of  the  Colored  Meth- 
ilej^  and  we  shall  score  only  victories,  odist  Episcopal  Church,  Mrs.  Pansy  Stevens; 
While  we  put  our  motto  into  effect,  let  us  Baptist  denomination,  Mrs.  O.  L.  Neal;  local 
remember  our  slogan  and  exercise  more  faith,  church,  Mrs.  Emma  Ray;  response,  Mrs.  E. 
learn  more  facts,  win  more  folks,  and  se-  W.  Hannah,  district  president  TT»e  corre- 
cure  more  funds  for  our  neat  society.  Ex-  spending  secretary’s  report  was  read  and  en- 
ercise  more  faith  throuM  evangelism  and  Joyed  by  all.  New  auxiliaries  reported  or- 
stewardship;  get  more  facts  by  which  we  ganixed  and  at  work.  Total  receipts  for  year 
shall  be  able  to  convince  our  women,  young  sent  to  Conference  treasurer,  $104.  The 
people^  and  ddldren  of  the  need  for  intelll-  junior  and  senior  choirs  rendered  beautiful 
rat  knowledge  of  our  cause.  We  are  call-  music  that  lifted  our  souls.  At  the  close  of 
ing  your  attention  to  March  4,  a  world-wide  the  session  tbe  secretary,  Mrs.  E.  Ray,  in 
day  of  prara  for  missions.  Do  not  faO;  behalf  of  tbe  association,  presented  Mrs.  E. 
observe  the  day.  A  call  to  prayer  will  deopen  W.  Hannah  a  beautiful  bouquet  of  flowers, 
our  consdonsness  of  the  strength  in  united  which  was  highly  appreciated.  The  commit- 
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intercession  and  will '  increase  our  free-will 
offering.  Too,  dear  sisters,  let  us  not  forget  ML 

to  lay  aside  one  penny  each  day  for  ' Lent,  WKwrwm» 

dosing  on  Good  Friday,  April  15,  with  credit-  IluACK  ffiACK  T  T  l*K 

able  results  spiritually  and  financially.  See  17  O 

to  it  that  every  auxiliary  member  makes  the  Kff 

sacrifice  to  give  willingly  forty  cents,  to  be 

reported  immediately  after  Good  Friday,  _  >ra prjaffiiifs^lp^Lsd  . 

through  the  auxiliaiy  treasurer  to  the  Con-  ff*W?f^^*** 

ference  treasurer.  To  .bring  up  one  penny  SsssifarnutmlcdCaUlst 

per  day  from  all  members  of  the  Confer-  THEJOIIN$.mill1tNCO,,l>uaiMM 

ence  for  forty  days  will  overmeet  our  build- 

ing  pledge.  To  all  women  concerned:  Be  J|gL---HSBMS3MSBSSMBgBSBnSB|a 
loyal  to  the  cause  and  remember  to  co-oper- 

ate  with  your  pastor  in  programs  of  stew-  _  •  e*  • 

ardship  and  evangdism.  To  the  district  su-  UomilltiniOn  SffiTVlCffi  OutfitS 
perintendent:  Ktodly  Inqu^e  into  the  con-  Individual,  thn  present  day 

dition  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  method-deanlraiidaaaitw. 

Society  of  aU  your  charges.  Pastors:  We  are  ^  immSiivu  asr^. 

appealing  to  you  to  remind  the  women  of  BeauUful  sete  at  rsninnshir 

we  wui  noia  oun  oisirici:  meeiing  church  will  be  left  without  an  auxiliary.  ..  _  „  *.  ...  ^  — 

:id  circuit,  at  Banks  Chapel  Meth-  Fray  ye  therefore,  that  all  will  work  together  PeMoulIn  Bnoa.  Ik  Co.,  Dspt  4^  Gransfllb  H 


CHURCH  FURNITURE 

trmnhisajer  Chmidt  emi  Stmiet  Sdssi  m 
I  Ma  rmeemnsryts  Yea.  nmeesims$fim,  B 
DsMoolki  B«is.ar  Co.  tM 


special  Notices 

The  new  address  of  the  Rev.  T.  P.  Norris 
is  Box  202,  Jeanerette,  La.;  formerly  Box 
871,  Bogalusa,  La. 

The  Rev.  C.  V.  Heffner  will  continue  to 
receive  mail  at  Box  82,  Kosciusko,  Miss.,  in¬ 
stead  of  Durant,  Miss. 

Those  who  desire  to  communicate  with  the 
Rev.  R.  W.  Allen  will  please  address  him  aq 
Goliad,  Texas,  P.  O.  Box  100. 

All  mail  Intended  for  the  Rev.  D.  E.  Mc¬ 
Nair  should  be  addressed  to  him  at  Okolona, 
Miss.,  instead  of  Kosciusko,  Miss.,  as  hereto¬ 
fore. 
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"UNDERGROUND  CHANNELS" 

WELVE  cash  prizes  totalling  three  thousand  dollars  and  an '  equal 
number  of  gold  first  and  bronze  second  medals  have  been  awarded 
by  the  Harmon  foundation  to  Negroes  for  achievements  of  note  in 
various  fields  of  art,  science,  and  social  service.  And,  in  addition,  a  gold  medal 
and  an  award  of  five  hundred  dollars  has  been  given  to  a  white  man  of  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  for  conspicuous  service  in  improving  relations  between  white  and  Negro 
people  in  America.  The  award  that  has  the  greatest  news  interest  is  doubt¬ 
less  th^  of  a  first  prize  for  work  in  fine  arts  to  a  colored  ‘‘house -cleaning  job¬ 
ber”  in  Greenwich  Village,  New  York  City.  This  young  man,  apparently 
without  training  except  such  as  he  has  picked  up  in  the  course  of  his  career 
as  an  odd -job  and  general  cleaning  man  around  the  studios  of  the  village, 
presented  five  oil  paintings  of  marine  scenes.  Through  such  underground 
channels  does  artistic  inspiration  flow.  Like  the  wind,  it  bloweth  where  it 
listeth.  But  other  winds  of  uplift  and  awakening  ai*e  blowing  among  the 
Negro  people.  There  were  awards  for  technical  work  in  radio  engineering, 
for  improvements  in  rural  schools,  for  a  social  study  of  the  education  of  Negro 
ministers,  for  the  development  of  a  life  insurance  company^  for  a  successful 
career  as  a  building  contractor,  for  religious  and  social  service  among  native 
students  and  teachers  in  South  Africa,  and  for  poetry.  The  poetry  award, 
naturally,  went  to  Countee  Cullen.  And  strangely  enough,  in  music,  the  field 
which  is  supposed  to  be  the  special  area  of  the  Negro’s  only  characteristic  genius 
in  art,  no  original  creative  work  was  submitted  of  sufficient  merit  to  warrant 
an  award.  It  begins  to  appear — it  has  appeared  for  a  long  time  to  those  who 
were  willing  to  see  it — that  while  the  genius  of  the  Negro  race  doubtless  has 
certain  characteristic  qualities  and  colors  of  its  own,  it  is  by  no  means  confined 
to  picking  cotton,  or  making  down  berths  in  a  Pullman,  or  even  to  singing 
picturesque  spirituals  of  haunting  melody  and  surprising  harmony,  but  ranges 
over  the  entire  zone  of  culture  with  which  individuals  of  that  race  have  had 
contact. — From  Christian  Century. 
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Personal  and  General 

— No  recent  contribution,  in  periodical  form, 
to  reli^ons  teacUng  literature  has  been  more 
timelj  by  reason  of  filling  a  long-felt  need, 
nor  has  met  with  more  instant  approval  and 
welcome  than  has  The  Elementary  Magasine. 
This  new  periodical  features  practical  meth¬ 
ods  and  working  principles  in  the  religious 
education  of  children,  for  the  use  of  teachers 
and  other  workers  in  the  Cradle  Roll,  Begin¬ 
ners’,  Primary,  and  Junior  Departments  of 
the  church  school.  It  is  of  special  value  to 
Beginners,  Primary,  and  Junior  workers  who 
use  the  Intemationsd  Graded  Lessons,  because 
it  gives  supplementary  material  monthly  for 
them.  It  has  sixty-four  pages  and  cover,  sise 
8%  X 11%  inches,  and  is  most  attractively 
made  up  and  charmingly  illustrated.  That 
at  this  time — ^well  in  advance  of  the  second 
number — ^it  has  a  paid  circulation  of  more 
than  20,000,  bears  witness  to  the  warmth  of 
its  reception.  It  is  published  by  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Book  Concern,  who  will  be  glad  to 
send  samples  in  response  to  all  requests. 

— In  many  Sunday  schools  the  Internaitional 
Uniform  Lesson  continues  to  be  the  curricu¬ 
lum  for  some  or  all  of  the  departments  above 
the  Junior.  Department  superintendents  and 
leaders  in  this  section  of  the  school  will  be 
interested  to  know  that  the  leader’s  treat¬ 
ments  of  the  Uniform  Lessons  are  a  new  fea¬ 
ture  of  The  Officer,  the  Mriodical  published 
by  The  Methodist  Book  Concern  for  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  staff  of  the  Sunday  school.  These 
treatments  are  contributed  by  Dr.  B.  Morris 
Fergusson,  who  was  for  several  years  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  International  Lesson  Committee 
and  closely  associated  with  the  formulation 
of  the  International  Graded  Lessons,  and  who 
is  well  known  to  many  as  a  recent  writer 
of  the  Uniform  Lesson  Helps  in  The  Illus¬ 
trated  Quarterly.  In  this  new  series  of  les¬ 
son  treatments.  Dr.  Fergusson  is  making  a 
unique  contribution,  for  these  are  in  the 
form  of  simple  yet  interest-compelling  “chalk 
talks” — not  the  stereotyped  “blackboard,”  but 
talks  which  the  leader  illustrates  by  notes 
and  sketches  as  he  unfolds  the  theme.  This 
introduces  the  method  of  visual  instruction, 
which  is  in  such  general  use  in  up-to-date 
educational  practice.  Ask  the  publishers  for 
a  current  number  of  The  Officer. 

Methodist  Review 

MARCH-APRIL,  1927 

This  issue  will  be  ready  for  mailing  the 
last  week  in  February.  It  will  be  especially 
rich  in  its  contributions  to  the  coming  season 
of  Holy  Week  and  Easter  Sunday. 

The  frontispiece  is  a  picture  taken  by  per¬ 
mission  from  Captain  Goad’s  jpeat  book, 
“Franciscan  Italy,”  a  Bysantine  Crucifix  in  a 
Church  at  Assisi,  a  place  of  worship  dear  to 
St.  Francis. 

The  leading  article  is  on  “The  Resurrection 
Appearances^’  by  Bishop  Richard  J.  Cooke, 
an  able  exposition  of  the  bodily  resurrection 
of  Jesus.  The  Rev.  Clarence  D.  Marston 
writes  of  “The  Simificance  of  the  Resurrec¬ 
tion  to  Me,”  in  which  emphasis  is  placed  on 
the  permanent  spiritual  manifestation  of  the 
risen  Lord.  A  musical  professor  in  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  the  Pacific,  Allen  Bacon,  presents  a 
paper  on  “Immortality,”  wMch  is  an  investi¬ 
gation  into  the  foundations  of  man’s  belief  in 
conscious  personal  survival.  “The  Passion 
and  the  Cross,”  by  Frederick  M.  Billings, 
states  interestingly  the  strong  Swedenborglan 
view  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  whole  and  only 
Dei^.  Then  follows  a  philosophical  study 
^  Dr,  William  Wllberforce  Costin  on  “The 
^istence  of  the  Soul.” 

“Agnosticism”  is  the  subject  of  a  pene¬ 
trating  and  entertaining  article  by  the  Rev. 
William  K.  Anderson,  and  Dr.  John  Leonard 
Cole  uses  the  title,  “Other  Sheep,”  to  vigor- 
ouslv  deal  with  race  prejudice  and  jingoistic 
intolerance. 

Two  Methodist  missionaries  are  honored 
contributors  to  this  number  t  The  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  M.  Thomas,  Jr.,  Lahore,  India,  in  an 
•esthetic  discussion  of  “The  Highest  Art,” 
and  Prof.  Paul  E.  Jotoson,  of  Chengtu, 
China,  on  “The  Pekin  Laboratory,”  portray¬ 
ing  vividly  that  present  Oriental  situation. 


Dr.  William  L.  Mitchell,  whose  new  church 
at  Worcester,  Mass.,  is  one  of  the  noblest 
recent  achievements  of  Methodism,  writes 
glowingly  on  “Glorifying  God  in  Architec¬ 
ture.” 

Among  several  excellent  poems  in  this  issue 
are  “The  Dreanu  of  God,”  by  Charles  Close, 
Isle  of  Wight,  England,  and  “Pilgrim  Aure¬ 
ole,”  by  Madeleine  Sweeny  Miller,  Brooldyn, 
N.  Y. 

Dr.  George  Elliott  furnishes  two  editorials, 
one  for  Good  Friday  on  “Dividing  the  Gar¬ 
ments,”  and  the  other  for  Easter,  “Reason 
and  Immortality,”  and  in  the  House  of  the 
Interpreter  there  ^ves  substance  of  an  Easter 
sermon  on  “Our  Everliving  Lord,”  and  also 
one  on  “The  Second  Word  of  the  Cross.” 
Discussion  of  the  resurrection  is  continued  in 
the  Arena  by  the  Rev.  Fulvlo  Tralascia,  of 
Rome,  Italy. 

Bishop  George  R.  Grose,  of  Peking,  China, 
furnishes  in  the  Foreign  Outlook  department 
an  urgent  presentation  of  “The  Present  Mis¬ 
sionary  Morale,”  which  all  ought  to  read. 

Our  Bookshelf  is  crowded  with  much  of  the 
best  of  current  literature,  beginning  with 
“The  Spiritual  Element  in  History,”  that 
freshly  original  book  by  Robert  L.  McLaugh¬ 
lin,  and  ending  with  a  study  in  the  Readhig 
Course  of  that  recent  remarkable  theological 
work  by  Canon  Streeter,  on  “Reality.” 

A  very  prominent  retired  member  of  the 
California  Conference  said  lately  in  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Christian  Advocate,  “The  writer  ven¬ 
tures  the  opinion  that  no  Methodist  minister 
can  be  quite  perfectlv  equipped  unless  the 
Review  comes  regularly  to  Us  desk  and  re¬ 
ceives  careful  perusal.”  It  would  also  be  of 
high  value  to  the  intelligent  laymen  of  the 
church. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

I  desire  to  thank  the  good  people  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  and  David  Chapels  for  a  purse  of 
$14  toward  getting  a  suit  of  clothes.  The 
project  was  led  1^  Miss  Sarah  Lee  Lawrence. 
— J.  A.  Tatum,  Pastor,  Basin,  Miss. 

I  take  this  method,  of  thanking  The  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Society  for  a  pair  of 
shoes,  the  Ladies’  Aid  Societies  for  a  nice 
suit  of  clothes,  and  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Griffith 
for  the  way  hr  went  about  Us  work  in  the 
church  for  the  year  of  1926. — J.  H.  Hendrix, 
Bay  Springs,  Miss. 

We  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  Ever¬ 
green  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
twenty-five  pounds  of  groceries,  brought  to 
us  on  January  9.  The  party  was  led  by  Bro. 
C.  H.  Hays,  Estella  Sldnner,  and  Bro.  Peter 
Hayes,  and  other  friends.  Call  again;  we 
thank  you. — The  Rev.  J.  C.  Williams. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  and  friends  of 
Augusta  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  the 
kindness  shown  me  on  my  first  visit  to  the 
charge,  and  I  am  g^ad  to  say  that  I  found 
a  lovely  set  of  officers  and  members  willing 
and  ready  to  do  their  whole  duty  by  their 
church  and  pastor. — The  Rev.  J.  E.  Adams, 
'Box  172,  Brlckeys,  Ark. 

I  desire  to  thank  all  participants  in  the 
storm  which  struck  the  parsonage  December 
21,  which  brought  sunshine  and  126  pounds 
of  groceries,  '^is  party  was  led  by  Sister 
Julia  Hill,  president  Ladies’  Aid,  and  Sister 
S.  E.  Brown,  president  of  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society.  Come  again,  dear 
friends. — ^Wm.  Jarrell,  Pastor,  Mansfield,  La. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  Wrist’s 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  for  the  storm  which  came  our 
way  on  January  8,  leaving  a  large  basket 
of  nice,  choice  groceries.  We  appreciate  it 
very  much.  We  hope  that  you  will  come 
again.  They  are  few  in  number  but  they 
are  wUling  workers. — ^The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L. 
Jenkins. 

We  thank  the  good  members  and  friends 
of  Ross  Chapel  Church  for  two  boxes  of 
groceries,  led  by  Sister  Bertha  Evans  and 
Arthur  Bundy.  Come  again.  The  Rev.  P.  S. 
Small  preached  at  Thompson  Church,  Kenner, 
La.,  Sunday  morning,  and  filled  our  hearts 
with  joy.  Seven  dollars  was  raised  on  World 
Service  by  the  trustees. — S.  J.  Jackson,  Pas¬ 
tor,  Camparapet,  La. 


The  pastor  and  wife  wish  to  thank  thi 
members  and  friends  of  Mt.  Nebo  for  i 
storm  which  struck  the  parsonage  Tuesdu 
night,  January  11.  They  came  in  groM 
The  first  group  was  led  by  Bro.  W.  H.  J^ 
son,  Ulster  Ddla  Jones,  Bro.  Alex  Jones,  anc 
Sister  Ellen  Rutley,  of  the  Baptist  Clwrch 
Sisters  H.  A.  Matthew  and  Banchle  led  tlu 
second  group;  the  third  group  was  led  bj 
Sister  Georria  Johnson  and  Sister  H.  A 
Matthew.  'Hie  storm  ended  when  Bro.  Johi 
Branham  came  in.  These  good  peoph 
brought  one  hundred  pounds  and  a  small 
cash  purse.-  We  pray  God’s  blessing  upor 
them;  come  again. — ^Mrs.  I.  E.  Badle,  Bas¬ 
trop,  La. 

Special  Notices 

The  Rev.  L.  A.  Armstrong  wishes  hds 
friends  to  know  that  his  address  has  been 
changed  from  Eupora,  Miss.,  to  118  Fair- 
field  Street,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

I,  S.  Green,  have  lost  mv  health  and  have 
been  released  from  my  work  at  the  Lafayette 
(La.)  charge  as  pastor.  Dear  Friends: 
Thirty-seven  years  of  my  life  have  been  spent 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Any¬ 
thing  yon  are  willing  to  give  me  toward  the 
upkeep  of  my  feunily  will  be  greatly  appre¬ 
ciated.  I  thank  you  in  advance.  Address 
me.  The  Rev.  S.  Green,  420  Weston  Avenue, 
Crowley,  La. 

The  Brookhaven  District  Stewards’  and 
Pastors’  Council  will  meet  at  Brookhaven, 
Miss.,  March  8,  1927.  All  pastors  and  difl 
trict  stewards  are  requested  to  be  preseni 
without  fall.  Let  us  come  fully  prepared  to 
discuss  the  program  of  the  church  of  1927. 
Especially  the  World  Service.  Co-operation 
means  success.  So  let  us  co-operate.  It  is 
the  greatest  need  of  the  church  and  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God. — ^Yours  in  the  Work;  G.  W. 
Coleman. 

Rust  College  is  desirous  of  establishing  a 
closer  bond  of  relationship  between  her  sons 
and  daughters  and  their  alma  mater.  Publi¬ 
cations,  announcements,  etc.,  would  often  be 
sent  if  the  address  of  each  was  known.  We 
are  asking  that  each  graduate  send  in  not 
only  his  own  address,  but  that  of  his  class¬ 
mates  whose  addresses  he  may  know.  Also 
send  the  address  of  any  other  graduate  whose 
address  he  may  know.  Address  all  mail  to 
G.  W.  Oliver,  Rust  College,  Holly  Springs, 
Miss. 

Inquiry 

I  am  desirous  of  locating  one  Josroh  An¬ 
derson,  a  native  of  Baltimore,  Md.  Father’s 
name,  Edwiard  Anderson;  mother’s  name, 
Ammy  Anderson.  He  had  two  sisters,  Fan¬ 
nie  and  Mary.  I  am  anxious  to  hear  from 
him.  Any  information  as  to  his  whereabout 
will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  his  sist^ 
Mrs.  Fannie  O.  Williams,  620  S.  Dorgenois 
Street,  New  Orleans,  La. 
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“No  Quicker  For  a  Negro” 


IF  THE  Negroes  do  not  know  William  H.  Phelps, 
they  should  seek  to  become  acquainted  with  him 
and  all  other  white  men  of  his  type.  He  is  the  big- 
souled  editor  of  one  of  the  Methodist  Christian  Advo¬ 
cates,  The  Michigan.  He  does  not  pose  as  a  specialist  in 
defense  of  Negro  rights;  in  fact,  he  is  no  stage  player 
at  all.  He  is  a  rugged  character,  of  strict  integrity, 
who  believes  tremendously  in  personal  uprightness  and 
Christian  social  justice,  and  strives  with  voice  and  pen 
to  build  society  according  to  such  ideals. 

He  lives  in  Detroit.  That  city  has  a  new  ordinance 
to  the  effect  that  the  policemen  may  shoot  on  the  spot 
any  citizen  who  fails  to  do  so  when  commanded  by  the 
officer  to  “halt.”  With  crime  conditions  obtaining  as 
they  do  in  the  great  cities  of  the  country  and  in  Detroit 
j^  in  particular,  it  would  appear  that  such  an  order  is 
amply  justified  and  generally  approved  for  the  security 
of  society  against  the  multiplying  gang  of  footpads,  boot- 
®^nd  other  parasites  on  the  community.  To  such 
a  law  there  appears  no  valid  objection. 

Fhelps,  with  commendable  insight  into  the  impli¬ 
cations  of  such  a  law,  points  out  some  of  the  possibilities 
of  abuse  in  its  application.  “It  has  brought  a  practical 
sort  of  capital  punishment  to  Detroit;  only,  instead  of 
being  administered  by  the  courts,  it  is  to  be  administered 
by  the  police,  and  quickly  on  the  spot,  by  the  hair-trigger 
method,”  he  says.  And  he  thinks  this  power  of  capital 
punishment  had  better  be  resident  in  the  courts  of  the 
•State  and  the  city.  For,  “The  courts  rarely  err,  the 
police  arc  more  apt  to  do  injustice,  and  the  mob  is 
often  misled.” 

The  admonition  of  Editor  Phelps  is  timely  and  should 
receive  serious  consideration  by  the  Detroit  authorities. 
Such  a  law  is  likely  to  prove  extremely  harmful  to  De¬ 
troit’s  Negro  population  at  this  time.  Because  of  recent 
I  occurrences  in  that  city  there  is  not,  on  part  of  a  certain 
element  of  the  white  population,  even  some  of  the  police¬ 
men,  the  best  feeling  toward  the  large  and  rapidly  in¬ 
creasing  Negro  population.  There  is  among  that  same 
class  a  positive  displeasure  over  the  fact  even  that  so 
many  Negroes  are  crowding  into  Detroit.  Because  the 
statutes  of  Michigan  allow  it,  and  the  laws  of  human 
nature  demand  it,  these  Negro  citizens  are  expecting  and 
requesting  the  same  civic  and  political  privileges  as  all 
other  citizens  enjoy.  Strange  to  say,  such  an  attitude 
keeps  in  the  bosom  of  this  type  of  white  citizen  a  sus¬ 
tained  spirit  of  resentment.  There  exists  therefore  a  mob 
mind  against  the  Negro  of  which  the  average  policeman 
is  the  definite  exponent  and  official  tool  of  expression. 

It  is  a  law  of  motion  that  bodies  move  along  the  line 
of  least  resistance  and,  as  Dr.  Phelps  so  aptly  reminds, 
“in  Detroit,  and  elsewhere,  that  means  the  Negro." 
Therefore  the  Negro  is  likeliest  to  suffer  the  extreme 
consequences  of  the  ordinance.  Outrages  heaped  gen¬ 
erally  upon  this  race  are  due,  thinks  Dr.  Phelps,  to  the 
fact  that  other  folks  are  generally  “ignorant  of  the  real 
heart  of  this  race  that  is^rising  by  a  daily  miracle  from 
a  low  level,  but  making'' the  slope  more  rapidly  than 


any  other  race  in  all  history.”  We  hope  our  colleague 
is  accurate  in  his  designation  of  the  cause  of  this  preju¬ 
dice  which  multiplies  the  possibility  of  danger  in  admin¬ 
istering  this  law  against  Negroes.  For  with  some  peo¬ 
ple  it  seems  that  it  is  the  consciousness  of  the  fact  of  the 
Negroes'  rise  rather  than  ignorance  thereof  which  begets 
prejudice  against  him  and  makes  him  the  butt  of  injust¬ 
ice  and  repression  at  the  hands  of  a  certain  notorious 
element  of  whites. 

Besides,  there  is  the  accumulation  of  prejudice  as 
the  resultant  of  the  social  custom  under  the  old  adage, 
''Practice  makes  perfect.”  The  practice  ,  of  prejudice 
begets  prejudice.  The  psychology  of  mental  states  is 
that  they  gather  momentum  with  frequent  repetition.  The 
most  effective  natural  antidote  to  human  prejudice  is 
cultivation  of  the  will  not  to  practice  it.  As  Dr.  Phelps 
1  cminds  Detroit,  for  those  who  see  constantly  the  criminal 
class  of  Negroes,  “it  is  easy  to  get  the  working  philos¬ 
ophy  that  a  dead  Negro  is  the  only  safe  one.”  This  leaf 
out  of  that  editor’s  experience  with  crime  conditions  in 
Detroit  is  valuable  for  the  whole  range  of  race  contacts: 

We  stood  one  day  in  utter  amazement  before  the  pen 
in  Detroit’s  jail,”  says  he,  “where  a  bunch  of  Negroes 
were  herded.  Our  sympathy  for  the  police  went  up  sev¬ 
eral  notches.  But— that  does  not  justify  the  all  too  fre¬ 
quent  report  in  the  paper  that  ‘d  Negro,  acting  sus¬ 
piciously,  was  shot  last  night  by  the  police.’  ”  Certainly 
not;  any  more  than  one  standing  before  a  similar  den 
of  white  gunmen  and  thugs,  such  as  comprise  the  denizens 
of  the  ghettos  of  the  great  cities  of  our  country  would 
conclude,  from  that  sight,  that  every  suspicious  looking 
and  queerly  acting  white  citizen  passing  on  a  dark 
thoroughfare  in  the  community,  if  therefore  shot,  was 
justly  shot  by  the  police.  There  is  already  many  an 
unmarked  grave,  there  is  already  many  an  uncounted 
body  of  Negro  victims  who  have  come  to  their  end  un¬ 
justly  because  they  perchance  acted  “suspiciously”  and 
paid  the  penalty”  of  an  unquenchable  prejudice  har¬ 
bored  in  the  bosom  of  some  minion  of  the  law  who  did 
not  like  Negroes. 

This  article  is  not  an  attempt  at  maudlin  sentiment. 
It  is  not  designed  to  awaken  in  any  quarter  misplaced 
sympathy  for  the  Negro.  He  is  not  more  angelic  or  less 
devilish  than  other  human  beings,  nor  do  we  know  of 
any  human  group  less  devilish  and  more  angelic  than  he. 
Negroes,  like  all  other  human  groups,  fall  into  the  cate¬ 
gories  of  good,  better,  best,”  or  **bad,  worse,  worst.” 
Accordingly  they  should  suffer  whatever  penalties  are 
justly  meted  out  by  society  in  its  effort  of  social  con¬ 
trol  just  as,  and  to  the  same  extent  as,  does  any  other 
group  of  citizens.  All  that  is  asked  or  wanted  for  him 
and  by  him  is  that  officers,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
public  duties,  shall  assume  toward  Negro  citizens  an  at¬ 
titude  of  social  justice,  without  special  favor  or  without 
partisan  prejudice,  so  that  in  Detroit  and  in  every  other 
community  of  this  land,  as  Editor  Phelps  pleads,  "No 
revolver  must  speak  any  quicker  for  a  Negro  than  for 
a  white  man." 
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What  of  Mankind’s  Future? 


Does  man  determine  his  own  character  and  destiny 
by  his  deliberate  moral  choices  and  rational  acts 
according  to  his  own  will,  or  is  he  the  unwilling, 
helpless  creature  in  a  sea  of  overwhelming  cosmic  forces 
that  are  the  determining  factors  in  his  destiny  ?  If  what 
some  scientists  are  now  affirming  be  true,  it  would  seem 
necessary  to  revise  much  of  our  traditional  theory  as 
to  the  sovereignty  of  self  and  to  accept  a  sort  of  fatal¬ 
istic  philosophy  as  the  rational  explanation  of  human 
life. 

Prof.  V.  P.  Smith,  of  Columbia  University,  before 
the  American  Meterological  Society,  a  division  of  the 
American  Association  for  Advancement  of  Science,  re¬ 
cently  assembled  in  Philadelphia,  read  a  paper,  prepared 
by  a  Russian  scientist,  upon  the  subject  of  sun  spots. 
Startling  disclosures  were  made  concerning  this  phe¬ 
nomenon,  its  nature,  its  periodic  occurrence,  its  relation 
to  human  character  and  activity.  The  sun  is  a  most 
powerful  generator  of  electrical  energy.  Surrounding 
it  as  center  is  a  vast  expanse  known  as  its  electrical  field 
extending  beyond  the  farthermost  planets  in  our  uni¬ 
verse.  Within  this  extensive  field,  of  course,  is  our  own 
earth.  Within  the  “life”  of  the  sun  occur  tremendous 
rhythmical  fluctuations.  These  take  place  in  eleven-year 
periods.  Sun  spots  are  the  outer  surface  manifestations 
of  this  inner  commotion,  along  with  other  phenomena 
such  as  the  aurora  borealis  on  our  earth,  magnetic  storms, 
atmospheric  halos,  and  fluctuation  of  atmospheric  elec¬ 
tricity,  thunderstorms,  sky  coloration,  temperature 
changes  in  air,  in  water,  and  causing  or  influencing  earth¬ 
quakes. 

This  particular  paper  postulates  a  direct  relation 
between  these  manifestations  of  the  sun’s  energy  and 
human  life  on  our  planet.  This  is  shown  in  that  fluc¬ 
tuations  in  social  history  synchronize  with  these  physico¬ 
chemical  processes  in  the  sun’s  energy.  At  the  time  of 
maximum  sun  spot  activity,  human  life  reaches  its  high¬ 
est,  fullest  development.  It  is  contended  that  these  solar 
radiations  produce  such  chemical  changes  in  man  as 
variation  in  heart-beat,  skin  pigment,  and  in  chemical 
composition  of  the  blood,  thus  effecting  modification  of 
physical  organism  and  nervous  energy  of  humanity. 

“During  the  first  period  or  the  minimum  of  excit¬ 
ability,  there  is  a  lack  of  unity  in  the  human  masses 
and  an  indifference  to  political  and  military  questions. 
People  are  tolerant  in  the  second  period,  when  excitement 
has  grown.  The  people  begin  to  unite.  New  leaders  ap¬ 
pear.  Political  and  military  orators  make  their  stand. 
It  all  results  in  the  masses  of  people  becoming  impatient 
and  nervous.  This  is  the  period  of  maximum  excitability 
in  each  cycle,  which  gives  solutions  of  the  greatest  prob¬ 
lems  of  humanity.” 

This  accumulated  mass  of  energy  in  humanity  be¬ 
comes  the  propelling  force  precipitating  man  into  great 
mass  movements  such  as  have  changed  the  trend  of  civil- 
-  ization’s  currents,  altering  the  character  itself  of  man¬ 
kind. 

Says  this  Russian  scientist:  “The  events  of  history 
repeat  themselves,  and  this  makes  possible  the  deduction 
of  certain  generalizations.  Inefficiency  in  finding  out  the 
laws  of  history  makes  some  people  assume  the  hand  of 
Providence  guides  the  destinies  of  men.  Others  think 


that  chance  and  accidental  facts,  with  no  general  law, 
are  essential  in  history.  And  yet  others  regard  the  hu¬ 
man  will  as  the  principal  factor  in  changing  the  flow 
of  historic  events ;  whereas  the  acts  of  this  will  never 
could  be  accounted  for  nor  classified.” 

But  granting  that  the  fluctuations  of  physical  force 
and  electrical  energy  transcend  the  human  will,  there  is 
certainly  no  reason  to  affirm  that  there  is  not  back  of 
all  physical  manifestations  of  our  universe  a  character 
determining  and  destiny  making  providence  that  we 
Christians  call  God,  An  inescapable  concept,  the  highest 
yet  attained  by  man,  is  that  of  a  Being  superior  to  our¬ 
selves  who  was  and  is  behind  all  created  existences.  That 
is  a  demand  of  our  present  theory  of  knowledge.  The 
Russian  scientist  may  refer  physico-chemical  changes  in 
the  world  and  in  man  to  the  influence  of  sun  spots.  But 
he  cannot  deny  that  back  of  the  sun  spots  is  the  sun 
“stuff,”  substance,  or  “life”;  back  of  this  is  that  Per¬ 
son  in  whom  all  living  and  non-living  things  and  persons 
have  being. 

That  Being  who  influences  man’s  character  and  ex¬ 
pression  mediately  through  the  sun’s  electrical  fluctua¬ 
tions  and  swells,  is  not  limited  to  this  single  method  or 
medium  of  influencing  his  rational  creatures.  Christian 
faith  may  properly  allow  this  as  one  method,  but  it  holds 
that  God  acts  immediately,  that  is  directly  upon  the 
individual  as  well.  In  more  than  one  way  physical  phe¬ 
nomena  influences  man’s  conduct  and  character,  but  this 
influence  is  modified  by  a  brood  of  spiritual  influences 
that  enable  man  to  counteract  no  little  degree  of  that 
which  is  instinctive  and  the  result  of  the  influence  of  the 
interplay  of  merely  chemico-physical  forces.  Otherwise 
man  would  be  reduced  to  a  merely  physical  machine  which 
neither  common  sense,  reason,  nor  revelations  will  allow. 
Man  is  not  shaped  wholly  by  the  physical  world  without. 
There  is  a  spiritual  imperative  within,  which  defies  and 
turns  the  physical  to  a  ministry  and  tribute  to  the  high 
demands  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  universe. 

The  danger  to  our  world  and  to  man,  however,  is 
not  that  there  is  not  with  us  this  possibility  of  building 
our  own  character  and  destiny  so  much  as  that  it  lies 
in  the  will  and  effort  to  do  so.  Thus  it  is  alarmingly  pos¬ 
sible  that  the  scientist’s  prediction  of  red  skies,  with 
Mars  dominating  human  events  through  distressing  ca¬ 
lamities,  may  come  to  pass  unless  there  is  cultivated 
among  men  a  world-swell  of  public  opinion  expressing 
itself  in  the  will  to  restrain  our  surplus  energy  and  to 
outlaw  war  from  the  earth.  Whether,  according  to  this 
scientific  theory,  these  catastrophic  calamities  are  by 
causal  sequence  related  to  sun  spots,  or  whether  they  are 
more  satisfactorily  and  scientifically  interpreted  in  .some 
other  way,  it  has  been  observed  that  some  of  the  great 
events  which  occurred  during  periods  of  sun  spot  activity 
included  the  fall  of  the  Moorish  empire  in  Spain  and  the 
discovery  of  America  in  1492 ;  the  French  revolution  in 
1789 ;  the  Russian  revolution  of  1917 ;  and  a  long  series 
of  insurrections  from  1306  down  to  1916 ;  all  of  the  cru¬ 
sades;  the  great  migrations  of  nations;  the  early  perse¬ 
cutions  of  the  Christians;  St.  Bartholomew’s  massacre; 
the  downfall  of  Byzantium,  the  French  reign  of  terror: 
the  rise  of  Alaric  the  Gaul  in  395,  of  Cromwell,  Riclie- 
( Concluded  on  page  ’IS^.) 
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Contributed  Editorial 


*‘Hot  Gospelers*' 

O  accuse  the  more  violent  of  the  practitioners  of 
the  so-called  realistic  modern  novel  with  being 
“evangelists”  would  no  doubt  bring  a  “realistic,” 
not  to  say  profane,  reply.  Yet  a  very  strong  case  could 
be  made  out  for  exactly  that  accusation.  The  reason  is 
very  simple.  A  vital  part  of  the  work  of  all  true  evan¬ 
gelization  is  to  reveal  convincingly  the  emptiness  and 
tawdriness  of  life  when  it  is  bankrupt  of  religion,  of  moral 
ideals  and  spiritual  forces.  It  would  be  hard  to  find  any 
evangelist  from  the  days  of  Chrysostom  down  through 
Wesley  and  Whitefield  to. the  days  of  Finney  and 
Moody  who  has  done  that  job  with  more  devastating 
completeness  than  a  dozen  present-day  novelists.  A  shelf 
considerably  longer  than  five  feet  could  be  made  up  of 
novels  which,  without  the  •author’s  intending  it  in  the 
least,  preach  an  effective  sermon  on  the  text,  “What  shall 
it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his 
own  soul?” 

Of  course  the  novelist  does  not  intend  such  a  result. 
But  what  difference  .does  that  make?  It  is  thoroughly, 
and  even,  in  some  cases,  gloriously  done.  A  good  many 
of  to-day’s  novels  recall  the  profound  observation  of  Mr. 
G.  K.  Chesterton:  “There  came  into  my  mind  the  sur¬ 
mise  that  perhaps  those  might  not  be  the  best  judges  of 
the  relation  between  religion  and  happiness  who  by  their 
own  confession  have  never  experienced  either.” 

Such  a  plight  is  exactly  the  condition  revealed  in  many 
novels  bidding  for  the  ranks  of  the  best  sellers.  Many 
of  them  are  written  as  though  such  a  thing  as  religion 
were  unknown  in  the  world.  Consequently,  it  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  note  that  happiness  is  as  completely  absent  as 
religion. 

Take  such  a  book  as  one  which  has  been  solemnly  hailed 
as  one  of  the  great  novels  of  our  day,  called  The  Sun  Also 
Rises.  It  is  one  long  barroom  from  page  one  to  page 
three  hundred.  Its  characters  are  not  quite  so  disgust¬ 
ing  when  drunk  as  they  are  when  sober.  Yet  that  is  the 
most  that  can  be  said  for  them.  This  novel  shares  with 
many  others  one  striking  feature — that  not  a  single  one 
of  its  sorry  gallery  of  people  is  happy  for  a  single  five 
minutes  from  beginning  to  end !  Its  text  might  be :  “The 
wages  of  sin  is  boredom.” 

This  book  has  been  very  well  characterized  by  one  re¬ 
viewer  as  “the  greatest  moral  tract  of  the  age,  bound  to 
send  all  the  idlers,  decadents  and  other  amateur  repro¬ 
bates  in  the  English-speaking  world  to  cold  showers  and 
bran  muffins.”  It  is  a  pathetic  round  of  drinking,  curs¬ 
ing  and  immorality.  An  endless  cycle  of  dreariness.  The 
same  absence  of  a  half-hour’s  happiness  is  almost  equally 
true  of  such  prophets  of  “an  age  of  disillusionment”  as 
Scott  Fitzgerald,  D.  H.  Lawrence,  Theodore 
Dreiser  and  Sherwood  Anderson. 

It  is  religion  which  gives  meaning  to  life.  It  is  reli¬ 
gion  which  gives  to  life  the  dignity  of  a  great  inheritance 
and  the  significance  of  a  real  moral  struggle.  When  God 
drops  out  of  life,  the  sun  drops  out  of  the  sky !  Life  then 
becomes  actually 

“A  tale  told  by  an  idiot, 

Full  of  sound  and  fury, 

Sign]  f  ying  'nothing.” 

The  world  has  become  familiar  with  this  trqth  from 
the  lips  of  the  preacher.  It  is  very  significant  that  in  our 


day  this  same  eternal  truth  is  receiving  an  unintended  in¬ 
dorsement  and  demonstration  from  novelists  who  delight 
to  think  themselves  “ultra  modem.”  L. 

Why  Not  Call  It,  “The  Methodist 
Church”? 

The  proposal  made  on  this  page  to  “bury”  the 
“M.  E.”  Church  revives  the  memory  of  Dr.  J.  M. 
Buckley’s  acute  attacks  on  that  ragged  title. 
He  could  keep  the  foolish  diminutive  out  of  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,  but  even  his  great  influence  was  not  suf¬ 
ficient  to  keep  it  out  of  the  Church  itself.  Other  Chris¬ 
tians  generally  say  “Methodist  Church.”  That  is  long 
enough,  and  is  it  not  sufficiently  distinctive?  When  the 
two  chief  bodies,  one  with  a  three-word  and  the  other 
with  a  four-word  name,  are  united,  their  designations  can 
be  merged  into  a  two-letter  title.  Our  Church  might  take 
that  name  now.  There  is  no  body  that  uses  it  now.  Our 
episcopal  feature  is,  I  take  it,  a  fixed  fixture  and  the  name 
“Episcopal”  is  not  really  needed  even  now. 

The  matter  of  ecclesiastical  nomenclature  is  of  no  little 
concern  to  me,  who  have  to  use  church  titles  so  much. 
Not  a  few  of  them  are  long,  awkward  and  confusing.  For 
example : 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Reformed  Church  in  America. 

Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Which  is  which? 

“Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints”  is  too 
long.  “Mormon”  is  short  and  distinctive.  United  Danish 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America  (seven  words). 
Reformed  Methodist  Union  Episcopal  Church,  Union 
American  Methodist  Episcopal  Church — five  words  to  a 
name  and  the  first  a  hodge-podge  at  that! 

The  union  of  groups  and  the  substitution  of  simple  dis¬ 
tinctive  names  is  the  first  great  reform  statisticians  and 
students  of  ecclesiology  will  pray  for. 

H.  K.  Carroll. 

A  New  Way  of  Holding  Conference 

I  NDIA  and  Ohio  are  pioneering  in  a  new  method  of 
holding  Annual  Conferences.  In  Lucknow,  India, 
last  November  three  Annual  Conferences,  the  Luck¬ 
now,  the  West  India  and  the  North  India,  held  their 
sessions  simultaneously.  Each  Conference  had  separate 
sessions  but  there  were  many  united  gatherings.  This 
bringing  together  of  three  Conferences  resulted  in  a  ro- 
enforcement  of  strength  and  spirit  and  also  made  a  more 
decided  impact  on  the  community.  , 

Great  interest  has  been  awakened  in  a  similar  meeting 
of  three  Conferences  announced  for  Ohio  next  fall.  The 
North-East  Ohio,  the  Ohio  and  the  West  Ohio  Confer¬ 
ences  will  all  meet  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  September  6-13. 
The  date,  of  course,  is  subject  to  approval  by  the  bishops. 
As  in  India,  there  will  be  separate  Conference  sessions 
but  mifny  united  meetings.  It  is  very  fitting  that  this 
unique  gathering  should  be  held  at  the  seat  of  Ohio  Wes¬ 
leyan  University,  which  has  been  the  source  of  so  many 
great  streams  of  influence  which  have  flown  out  to  the 
world  through  Methodism.  A  program  which  will  com¬ 
mand  nation-wide  attention  is  being  arranged.  L. 
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“Five  Dollars  Down  and  a  Dollar 

a  Week” 

Mortgaging  Body  and  Soul  to  Instalment  Luxuries 

By  J.  George  Frederick 

Former  Managing  Editor,  Printer’t  Ink 


1  VISITED  a  workman’s  family  some  time  ago,  for 
the  first  time  in  three  or  four  years. 

“You  seem  to  be  doing  splendidly!”  I  praised, 
AS  my  eye  took  in  radio,  phonograph,  piano,  automobile, 
vacuum  cleaner,  and  other  evidences  of  prosperity.  “I’m 
so  glad  you’re  fixed  so  nicely  I” 

I  noticed  a  wry  smile  about  the  face  of  the  seventeen- 
year-old  daughter  of  the  family,  a  particularly  intelli¬ 
gent  and  promising  girl.  Later,  when  I  chatted  with  her 
Alone,  I  asked  about  her  school  plans. 

“I’m  not  going  to  be  able  to  go  to  school  after  this 
term,”  she  replied  tartly.  “I’ve  got  to  go  to  work — 
pitch  in  and  help  father  clear  up  his  instalment  mess.” 
I  raised  my  eyebrows  inquiringly. 

“You  think  we’re  doing  splendidly,  but  if  you  knew! 
Every  week  and  every  first  of  the  month  there’s  a  humil¬ 
iating  scene  when  we  have  to  face  the  collectors.  I’ve  lost 
count  of  how  many  things  we’re  paying  on.  Every  now 
And  then  we  add  a  new  one.  If  I  need  new  clothes,  it’s 
A  struggle  to  see  who’ll  get  the  money — mother  for  house 
expenses,  I  for  clothes,  or  the  in¬ 
stalment  collectors.  Whoever 
pushes  hardest  wins !  I’m  ter¬ 
ribly  sick  of  it  all,  and  I’m  going 
to  work  and  be  independent.” 

Here  is  a  rapid  pen  picture  of 
one  example  out  of  many  of  the 
bonded  slaves  of  the  time-payment 
plan — in  up  to  their  necks  in  debt, 
robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul,  and 
entirely  without  perspective  on 
their  economic  outlook.  As  long 
AS  sickness  does  not  visit  them. 

And  general  prosperity  keeps 
them  in  work,  they  “get  by”  in 
some  fashion.  In  what  poor  fash¬ 
ion,  the  above  incident  amply  dis¬ 
closes.  The  instalment  situation 
in  the  United  States  to-day  is 
giving  grave  concern  to  everyone 
who  has  the  sound  interest  of  the 
public  at  heart,  and  can  see  far¬ 
ther  than  to-day  or  the  confines 
of  his  own  selfish  stake  in  the 
game. 

“The  Old  Man  of  the  Sea” 
on  America’s  Neck 

The  matter  is  as  much — if 
not  more — a  spiritual  problem,  a 
character  crisis,  as  it  is  an  eco¬ 
nomic  question.  The  economic 
facts  are  simple  enough.  The 
most  conservative  estimate  of  the 


annual  purchases  on  instalment  is  six  and  one-half  billion 
dollars ;  whereas,  those  of  us  who  have  probed  more 
searchingly  are  convinced  that  it  is  eight  or  nine  billion 
dollars.  Taking  the  measure  of  family  purchases,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  even  the  most  Conservative  estimate  of  instal¬ 
ment  volume  reaches  nearly  20  per  cent  of  family  pur¬ 
chases;  while  the  volume  figure  which  is,  in  my  opinion, 
more  accurate,  makes  the  percentage  about  26  per  cent. 
At  any  rate,  there  can  be  little  sound  dispute  that  the  in¬ 
stalment  volume  does  not  constitute  between  a  fifth  and 
a  fourth  of  our  total  family  purchases.  When  one  then 
realizes  that  this  is  an  average  for  us  all — and  that  great 
numbers  of  us  do  not  buy  anything  on  instalment,  thus 
indicating  that  others,  to  balance,  purchase  much  more 
than  this  average — we  come  upon  the  serious  proportions 
of  this  “Old  Man  of  the  Sea,”  who  has  fastened  himself 
on  America’s  neck. 

The  Good  Side  of  Instalment  Buying 

Why  is  he  an  ogre,  and  not  a  good  fairy.?  Why  is 
not  instalment  selling  a  blessing, 
as  many  of  its  advocates  claim? 
It  is  a  long  discussion,  for  one 
must,  of  course,  not  mistakenly 
condemn  all  deferred  payment. 
Insurance,  homes,  pianos,  books, 
etc.,  have  long  been  bought  on  this 
plan,  without  criticism.  The  eco¬ 
nomic  soundness  or  unsoundness 
of  instalment  buying  turns  upon 
the  same  principle  that  business 
credit-giving  turns  upon;  that  is, 
credit  within  safety  limits  for  the 
financing  of  current  productive 
business,  and  not  for  “capital” 
purchases.  A  house,  a  washing 
machine,  a  vacuum  cleaner,  even 
an  automobile  and  a  piano,  may 
be  regiarded  as  current  productive 
business  in  the  granting  of  credit 
to  individuals.  They  are  also  fair 
recapturable  security,  with  a  slow 
depreciation.  But  even  with  such 
productive,  slow-depreciating 
goods,  the  safety  limit  must  be 
observed.  Business  houses  asking 
credit  must  submit  their  state¬ 
ments  and  balance  sheets.  No 
such  demand  is  as  yet  made  on 
instalment  buyers,  except  by  a 
few  companies.  E.  A.  Filene  tells 
of  a  workman  earning  $60  per 
week  who  was  found  to  be  obli¬ 
gated  to  pay  $72  per  week  “on 
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time” !  A  business  man  who  had  thus  misrepresented  him¬ 
self  to  his  bankers  would  be  criminally  liable,  but  the 
American  consumer  has  blithely  gone  his  way  contract¬ 
ing  any  amount  of  instalment  obligation,  without  anyone 
to  check  up  his  credit  soundness. 

Neither  I  nor  anyone  else  is  asserting  that  the  Amer¬ 
ican  consumer  is  insolvent.  Savings  bank  deposits,  wages, 
and  volume  of  purchases  are  in  no  decline.  But  what 
sound  economists  fear  is  the  further  snowball  growth  of 
this  new  credit  mobster,  a  growth  not  at  all  controllable 
like  our  commercial  credit  system.  The  instalment  vol¬ 
ume  has  trebled  itself  in  the  last  few  years.  Further¬ 
more,  it  makes  formidable  and  serious  any  depression  that 
might  arrive,  because  instalment  buying  is  a  discounting 
of  future  income. 

Where  the  Waste  Comes  In 

Then,  too,  there  is  the  economic  waste  of  it,  the  cost 
of  it,  amounting  almost  to  usury. 

The  consumer  is  naively  ignorant 
of  this.  Figuring  10  per  cent  on 
the  selling  price  as  an  addition 
for  “carrying  charges”  is  stand¬ 
ard  and  time-honored.  If,  there¬ 
fore,  the  volume  of  instalment 
business  is  $8,000,000,000,  then 
10  per  cent  would  represent  a  to¬ 
tal  of  $800,000,000  which  the 
American  consumer  pays  for  priv¬ 
ileges  of  having  to-day  what  he 
would  have  to-morrow  if  he  saved 
instead  of  buying  on  instalment. 

But  huge  as  this  sum  is,  it  is  by 
no  means  the  true  total  of  excess 
cost  of  merchandise  due  to  instal¬ 
ment  buying.  After  counting  off 
the  payments  made  on  the  principal  from  time  to  time, 
and  calculating  interest  on  the  money  thus  “borrowed,” 
the  actual  rate  of  interest  paid  is  about  24  per  cent,  or 
nearly  $2,000,000,000.  Even  this,  however,  is  not  the 
full  cost !  In  addition  to  the  10  per  cent  margin  for 
carrying  chajge  added,  a  great  deal  of  time  payment  of 
merchandise  is  given  a  terrifically  high  “mark-up” — 
sometimes  over  100  per  cent — ^before  the  instalment¬ 
carrying  charge  is  added.  It  is  easily  possible  in  any 
city  in  the  United  States  to-day  to  make  price  compari¬ 
sons  to  illustrate.  Furs,  clothing,  jewelry,  pianos,  phono¬ 
graphs,  furniture,  etc.,  can  almost  invariably  be  dupli¬ 
cated  by  careful  shopping  at  from  20  per  cent  to  60  per 
cent  lower  in  price  than  the  same  goods  offered 
for  instalment,  even  before  the  “carrying  charge”  is 
added. 

Two  Million  Dollars  a  Day  for 
“Carrying  Charges” 

Therefore,  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  the  sum  of 
$800,000,000,  representing  normally  a  10  per  cent  dif¬ 
ferentiation,  is,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a  mere  part  of  in¬ 
stalment  cost.  Our  annual  fire  loss,  over  which  we  are 
exciting  ourselves,  is  a  matter  of  only*  $500,000,000  a 
year ;  and  certainly  a  fair  share  of  it  must  necessarily 
be  ascribed  to  inevitable  accident.  But  the  $800,000,000, 
which  is  part  of  the  cost  over  and  above  the  normal 
prices  of  buying  on  instalment,  is  a  purely  voluntary  ex¬ 
penditure.  It  amounts  to  over  $2,000,000  every  day — 
nearly  $800,000  every  business  hour — as  an  excess  price 


for  goods.  I  hesitate  to  make  the  calculation  on  the 
$2,000,000,000  basis  of  demonstrable  waste. 

Damage  to  Spiritual  Values 

I  wish  now  to  turn  attention  to  the  moral  and  spir¬ 
itual  values  involved.  The  detriment  to  chilracter  in 
shifting  from  buying  only  after  the  earning  or  “sacri¬ 
fice”  is  completed,  to  a  basis  where  the  reward  comes 
before  the  sacrifice  is  made,  is  very  real  and  very  pointed. 

Happiness  must  be  earned”  is  the  old  Eastern  saying 
but  no  more  in  instalment  America.  Heaven  arrives  be¬ 
fore  the  spirit  has  travailed — ^before,  in  fact,  the  values 
of  heaven  are  actually  fully  appreciated.  People  do  not 
value  what  they  get  with  no  effort,  and  the  instalment 
plan  abolishes  the  effort.  The  payments  made  after 
possession  are  a  mere  irritable  anti-climax,  to  be  evaded, 
if  possible,  and  have  lost  all  connection  with  the  goods 
itself.  Instalment  buying  is  destructive  of  spiritual  values 

in  its  distinct  invitation  to  gorge 
upon  material  possessions  beyond 
an  honest  and  sane  ability  to  pay. 

Many  a  family  which  has  put 
up  a  “front”  of  success  in  some 
American  suburb,  sporting  good 
clothes,  automobiles,  furniture, 
etc.,  and  aiming  to  be  in  the  social 
swim,  has  suddenly  announced  an 
attractive  offer  in  some  other 
part  of  the  country  as  a  cover-up 
for  what  is  nothing  less  than  an 
instalment  catastrophe.  The  car, 
the  house,  the  furniture,  the  radio 
— perhaps  even  the  clothes 
sported  by  such  people — were 
bought  on  time  payments,  and 
perhaps  are  about  to  be  taken 
from  them.  Many  young  couples  have  lost  their  savings 
in  taking  on  instalment  obligations  which  they  could  not 
maintain,  and  serious  domestic  discord  has  been  fomented 
through  such  economic  muddles.  The  “wrecking”  of 
homes  and  personal  happiness  through  the  indirect  evil 
effects  of  instalment  buying  are  matters  not  to  be  lightly 
passed  by,  for  they  surely  exist. 

A  Backward  Step  in  Business 

Basically,  the  time-payment  plan  is  a  backward  step 
in  business,  for  the  entire  development  of  recent  times  has 
been  to  put  buying  and  selling  on  a  cash  or  short  credit 
basis.  Middle-aged  people  will  still  remember  the  vicious 
system  generally  practiced  all  over  the  country  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  years  ago,  when  practically  every  grocer 
was  carrying  practically  every  customer  on  credit,  pur¬ 
chases  being  entered  into  handbooks  carried  by  the  pur¬ 
chaser.  The  chain  store,  operating  on  a  cash  basis,  was 
a  sweeping  prophylaxis  to  this  unhealthy  situation,  and 
cash  retail  buying  is  to-day  completely  in  the  ascendancy. 
Why  turn  back  the  clock?  The  argument  that  it  speeds 
up  production  is  an  economic  fallacy.  It  merely  makes 
a  grab  at  next  year’s  volume  of  business,  and  leaves  next 
year’s  production  to  be  grabbed  from  the  following  year. 

It  is  easily  observable  that  instalment  buying  is  most 
popular  as  a  means  of  obtaining  luxuries,  not  goods  that 
aid  current  production.  The  effort  to  sell  house  paint¬ 
ing,  steam  heating  plants,  and  other  sound  things  by 
instalment  has  had  little  popular  response. 

The  shift  of  purchasing  desire  toward  the  luxuries 


i 


Modern  Micawbers 

Those  who  take  on  more  instalment 
obligations  than  they  can  afford  are, 
hy  no  means,  dishonest;  they  are  simply 
economic  morons  who  are  unable,  in  the 
heat  of  their  desires,  to  calculate  their 
days  of  reckoning.  They  are  the 
“Micawbers”  of  modem  times,  and 
arithmetic  does  not  concern  them  at 
all.  They  actually  “get  away”  with 
such  a  situation  for  a  month  or  two 
before  the  merchandise  is  taken  away 
from  them. 
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at  the  expense  of  the  more  solid  and  useful  staples,  as  ignore  price  and  think  only  of  immediate  possession.  The 
well  as  the  cultural  and  welfare  types  of  goods,  is  a  long  look  forward  to  ownership  hy  slow  character-form- 
profound  change  in  national  character  and  a  dangerous  ing  stages  of  saving  (a  very  loi*^  part  of  the  joy  an  ^ 

one.  It  tempts  the  thoughtless  wmnan  to  cheajien  her  education  of  possession)  is  annihilated  by  the  instalment 

family  food  in  order  to  have  a  showy  piece  of  furniture  idea.  j-  *. 

(usually  not  Only  out  of  proportion  to  the  family  income,  Instalment  selling  is,  in  a  very  definite  sense,  discount- 
but  also  out  of  harmony  with  the  home).  It  tempts  the  ing  the  future  at  a  heavy  premium.  When  Aat  future 
stenographer  to  exist  on  ice-cream  sodas  for  lunch  for  arrives,  you  are  at  the  zero  hour,  vdth  no  margin.  Trans- 
months,  in  order  to  pay  for  a  fur  coat  worth  a  large  lated  into  life,  this  means  the  condition  many,  many  faini- 
slice  of  her  yearly  income.  It  tempts  families  to  own  a  lies  are  in  to-day  (as  grapWcally  described  by  a  ^wil- 
car  and  spend  all  that  goes  with  it,  who  are  unable  to  dered  housewife  in  a  magazine  article  recently):  They 
manage  it  without  cutting  out  book  buying,  lecture  and  are  laboring  without  incentive  and  without  the  wms  mar- 
concert  attendance,  medical  care,  religion,  special  edu-  gin  of  saving  in  a  treadmill  to  pay  for  what  is  partly 
cation  for  children,  and  other  vastly  more  productive  or  whoUy  consumed.  Instead  of  “spurring  ambition, 
expenditures  and  savings.  Curiously  enough,  it  affects  as  the  glib  apologists  for  instalment  claim,  this  works 
the  sale  even  of  useful  goods  sold  on  the  instalment  plan,  out  about  as  follows ;  for  a  short  while  the  ]^nod  of 
for  the  increase  of  choice  of  luxuries  purchasable  on  in-  novelty  in  the  use  of  the  goods— there  is  a  genuine  spur; 
stalments  induces  many  people  to  choose  a  grand  piano,  but  after  that  the  payments  are  a  depressing  load.  An 
furs,  expensive  clothing,  a  car,  or  an  expensive  radio  income  of  $2,000  -a  year  cannot  be  made  $8,000  by  any 
set,  when  a  far  wiser  choice  for  the  family  good  would  device,  instalment  buying  or  otherwise;  and  if  the  pur- 
be  a  vacuum  cleaner  and  a  washing  machine.  In  other  chases  overextend  themselves  in  one  direction,  they  suf- 
words,  the  inevitable  result  of  this  widening  of  instalment  fer  in  another  direction. 

selling  is  merely  to  introduce  competition  between  instal-  Every  right-thinking  person  should  discourage  the 
ment-sold  luxuries  and  necessities.  And,  of  course,  the  instalment  idea,  so  that  it  may  stay  within  its  normal, 
luxuries  will  always  win  out,  since  the  difference  in  price  useful  bounds,  and  not  allow  it  to  run  its  destructive  ^ 
ic  /fpnfmvpH  I  Ynn  are  asked  bv  the  instalment  seller  to  course. 


The  Mexican  Crisis  and  the  Future 

What  Are  the  Real  Points  at  Issue  Between  Mexico  and  the  United  States? 


By  Hubert  C.  Herring 


E  CAN  have  either  war  or  peace  with  Mexico.  The 
decision  is  in  the  hands  of  the  American  people. 
If  it  is  war,  it  will  be  a  cheap  and  nasty  affair. 


Dr.  Herring,  secretary  of  the 
Commission  on  Social  Relations 
and  Adult  Education,  has  spent  a 
month  in  Mexico  at  the  head  of  a 
delegation  of  United  States  jour¬ 
nalists,  educators,  clergymen,  and 
other  public  men  investigating 
conditions.  This  estimate  of  the 
situation  comes  from  intimate  con¬ 
tact  with  many  forces  and  leading 
figures. 
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Wide  World  Phoiot 


MEXICAN  UNIONS  PARADE  TO  BACK  VP  PRESIDENT  CALLES 

The  hjtffe  crowd  that  tamed  out  for  the  parade  and  demonstration  of  the  Mexican  Federation  of  Labor  to  show  the  support 
organized  labor  was  rendering  President  Calles  in  his  stand  regarding  the  conflict  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 


back” — and  degraded  the  peon,  the  servant — “the  crea¬ 
ture.”  It  represented  Spain  at  its  worst,  the  Spain  which 
had  come  to  Mexico  with  Cortez  in  1519. 

A  New  Bill  of  Human  Rights 

A  new  social  philosophy  was  born  in  Mexico  with  the 
revolution.  This  new  social  philosophy  exalted  human 
life.  It  exalted  the  rights  of  the  Indians  of  Mexico  to 
a  place  of  dignity  in  the  land  which  had  belonged  to  their 
fathers  before  the  first  white  man  ever  set  foot  on  Mex¬ 
ican  soil. 

The  present  government  of  Mexico  is  pictured  as 
Bolshevistic.  This  is  a  cowardly  attack  on  Mexico.  The 
Mexican  government  adopts  a  program  which  we  do  not 
like.  Shall  we  therefore  call  it  by  harsh  names?  Mexico 
passes  laws  which  are  not  our  laws.  Shall  we  therefore 
protest?  It  is  not  long  since  we  passed  certain  laws  which 
Japan  did  not  like.  Japan  protested,  and  we  vented  our 
wrath  at  their  audacity.  What  now  of  Mexico?  Let 
us  be  fair.  Let  us  be  consistent,  and  allow  Mexico  the 
right  which  we  ourselves  demand — the  right  to  make  our 
own  mist9.kes  in  our  own  fashion. 

The  present  Mexican  government  has  a  program.  It 
is  a  pretentious  program,  an  audacious  one.  It  is  a  pro¬ 
gram  which  is  shot  through  and  through  with  genuine 
idealism. 

The  Mexican  program  is  nationalistic.  Its  central 
note  is,  Mexico  for  the  Mexicans!  The  Mexican  has 
learned  his  lesson  by  hard  knocks.  He  has  learned  to 
fear  the  stranger  who  comes  bearing  gifts.  Spain  and 
France  and  England  and  the  United  States  have  all  taken 
a  hand  at  ruling  his  affairs.  The  Mexican  suspects  the 
world,  and  there  are  good  reasons  for  his  suspicion.  He 
proposes  to  run  his  country  for  himself.  He  has  read 
the  Chicago  Tribune,  and  has  learned  to  repeat  Decatur’s 
toast,'  “Our  Country,  right  or  wrong !”  We  may  deplore 
the  sentiment,  we  may  hope  for  a  larger  faith,  but  we 
should  at  least  be  able  to  understand  it.  There  is  enough 
of  it  in  our  own  land  to  be  studied  at  our  leisure. 


The  government  of  Plutarco  Elias  Calles  is  the  best 
fruit  of  the  revolution.  It  is  an  honest  government  and 
an  able  government.  It  is  manned  by  young  men,  forceful 
men,  men  who  believe  that  Mexico  can  be  organized  for 
the  welfare  of  the  fourteen  millions  who  have  been. with¬ 
out  rights. 

The  program  of  the  Mexican  government  is  daring 
and  inclusive.  It  is  marked  by  three  major  enthusiasms. 
First,  the  enthusiasm  for  efficiency  and  integrity  in  gov¬ 
ernment.  Second,  enthusiasm  for  education.  Third,  the 
earnest  desire  to  restore  the  Mexican  Indian  to  his  right¬ 
ful  possessions. 

Three  Major  Enthusiasms 

First,  then,  the  Mexican  government  is  moving  to¬ 
wards  efficiency  in  government.  Great  gains  have  been 
made  in  balancing  the  budget.  Superfluous  officials  have 
been  dismissed.  Costs  of  operation  have  been  reduced. 
Th6  economic  life  of  Mexico  is  on  the  way  towards  sound 
health. 

Second,  the  passionate  enthusiasm  for  education. 
They  are  establishing  schools  in  Mexico  at  a  miraculous 
rate.  The  Minister  of  Education’s  proudest  boast  is  of 
the  thousand  new  rural  schools  which  have  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  a  year.  They  are  pushing  out  into  the  remotest 
villages  and  opening  schools  for  people  who  have  never 
had  them. 

There  is  something  sublimely  pathetic  in  the  Mexican 
hunger  for  education.  The  rural  school  teacher  has  three 
sessions  each  day,  two  for  the  children,  one  for  adults. 
Mexico  is  going  to  school,  for  Mexico  realizes  that  she 
will  never  come  to  self-determination  until  her  citizenry 
is  trained  and  literate. 

ThiW,  the  restoration  of  the  alienated  rights  of  the 
Mexican  Indian.  That  spells  land.  The  battle  cry  of 
the  revolution  was  “Tierra  y  Libertad,”  land  and  liberty. 
Land  is  liberty  to  the  Indian.  It  is  the  only  form  of 
liberty  which  he  understands,  the  liberty  to  live  with 
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and  possess  a  piece  of  ground.  The  Indian  knows  the 
meaning  of  slavery.  He  knows  the  price  of  freedom. 

The  Land  Problem 

The  land  problem  is  at  the  heart  of  the  present  situ¬ 
ation  in  Mexico.  Mexico  demands  the  right  to  settle  it 
after  her  own  fashion.  She  writes  laws,  and  many  foreign 
land  owners  do  not  like  these  laws. 

It  is  perfectly  easy  ta  understand  the  way  the  foreign 
land  owner  feels  about  it.  He  has  his  deed.  It  is  signed, 
sealed,vand  registered.  It  represents  tangible  an8  valu¬ 
able  property.  The  Mexican  government  proposes  to 
take  this  property  and  divide  it  among  dozens  of  Indians. 
The  foreign  land  owner  protests  in  all  good  faith. 

It  is  also  easy  to  understand  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Mexican.  This  land  belonged  to  his  fathers.  It  was  a 
part  of  the  inalienable  common  land  holding  of  the  old 
Indian  villages.  It  was  taken  from  them  by  conquest,  or 
by  bribery,  or  by  trickery,  or  through  the  treasonable 
duplicity  of  Profirio  Diaz.  A  very  small  part  of  the 
large  land  holdings  will  stand  the  inspection  of  history. 
The  Mexican  is  inclined  to  waive  all  appeals  to  mere 
legality  and  demand  what  to  him  are  his  rights. 

The  law  provides  that  all  land  owners  shall  be  com¬ 
pensated  for  any  lands  which  may  be  taken.  “But  with 
what?”  demands  the  land  owner.  “With  Mexican  bonds,” 
replies  the  government.  There  the  trouble  reaches  the 
breaking  point.  For  the  bonds  are  not  good,  says  the 
Americans  and  the  English  and  the  Dutch.  But  they 
are  legal  tender  in  Mexico,  argues  the  Mexican.  So  the 
fat  is  in  the  fire. 

* 

The  Dispute  With  the  Roman  Church 

The  church  situation  complicates  the  whole  scene. 
It  is  charged  that  the  government  is  unduly  harsh  with 
the  church.  There  is  something  to  be  said  for  the  church’s 
viewpoint.  The  laws  are  harsh."  They  demand  an  acqui¬ 
escence  which  is  foreign  to  the  conscience  of  the  church. 
The  bishpps  and  archbishops  resist  in  all  good  conscience. 
Granting  their  premises,  they  can  do  no  other.  Nor  on 
the  other  hand,  with  all  the  forces  of  history  and  the 
facts  of  the  present,  can  the  government  do  any  other. 


It  is  a  battle  between  rival  social  creeds,  between  the 
philosophy  of  a  new  nation  sublimely  determined  to  win 
decent  rights  for  its  people.  j 

What,  then,  are  the  points  at  issue  between  the  two 
countries,  the  United  States  and  Mexico? 

I  put  the  question  to  President  Calles  last  week.  He 
gave  his  answer  in  one  word,  “Oil.” 

The  point  at  issue  between  the*  two  countries  is  the 
right  of  Mexico  to  determine  its  own  economic  future. 
There  is  a  group  in  the  United  States  which  holds  the 
theory  that  America  has  the  right  to  dictate  terms  to 
Mexico  for  the  protection  of  the  investments  of  American 
citizens.  This  group  seems  perfectly  willing  to  plunge 
Mexico  into  revolution  or  w#ir  in  order  to  gain  their 
ends. 

Shall  the  flag  follow  the  dollar?  If  investors  risk 
their  dollars  in  other  lands,  are  we  obliged  as  a  nation 
to  protect  their  investment?  This  is  the  question  which 
must  be  settled.  • 

There  will  certainly  be  no  financial  gain  to  the  United 
States  if  the  counsels  of  the  warmakers  succeed.  The 
cost  of  even  a  modest  military  operation  in  Mexico  will 
exceed  any  amount  which  the  oil  men  can  ever  take  out. 

Now  is  the  time  to  make  peace.  We  can  have  war 
with  Mexico  if  we  choose.  It  will  not  be  difficult  to 
achieve.  Or  we  can  have  peace. 

It  is  a  time  of  testing  for  the  churches  of  America. 
We  have  talked  of  peace.  We  have  adopted  resolutions 
about  peace.  We  have  demanded  peace. 

Let  us  have  peace  with  Mexico.  Let  us  say  to  our 
President:  “Let  us  prove  our  honesty  by  ceasing  the 
bombardment  of  Mexico  with  ultimatums  and  harsh  notes. 
Let  us  call  a  truce  on  the  hounding  of  the  Calles  admin¬ 
istration  with  reiterated  demands.  Let  us  submit  the 
whole  question  of  land  and  oil  and  Nicaragua  to  The 
Hague  tribunal.  Let  us  submit  all  grievances  to  the  cool 
and  impartial  review  of  disinterested  outsiders.” 

The  Mexican  people  want  peace,  with  honor.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  want  peace,  with  honor. 
Now  is  the  time  to  prove  our  devotion  to  peace  by  acting 
in  a  peaceful  and  just  fashion. 

MEXICO  CITY. 


Hannah  and  Samuel 

By  Richard  Burton 

(1  Samuel,  Chapter  2.  "Bui  Samuel  ministered  before  the  Lord,  being  a  child.  .  .  .  Moreover,  his  mother  made  him 

a  little  coat,  and  brought  it  to  him  from  year  to  year,  when  she  came  up  with  her  husband  to  offer  the  yearly  sacrificed) 


Being  stricken  in  years,  she  deemed  herself  barren  and 
doomed ; 

Till  blest  of  the  Lord,  she  gave  birth  to  Samuel,  her 
son, 

Who  grew  into  manhood,  and  into  such  potency  bloomed 
That  his  name  in  the  world  has  waxed  great,  and  will 
never  have  done. 

She  gave  him  up  gladly  to  services  holy  and  meet. 

And  each  year  did  she  weave  for  him  out  of  her  love 
and  her  care 

A  coat  that  should  clothe  his  small  body  of  semblances  so 
sweet. 

To  keep  him  all  warm  when  his  mother  no  longer  was 
there.  .  .  . 


And  when  in  his  seership,  man-grown,  to  the  country  lie 
came 

Where  once  he  had  played,  did  Hannah,  his  mother, 
rejoice? 

Did  pride  in  her  old  heart  leap  up  like  the  leaping  of 
flame, 

As  she  uttered  fond,  cherishing  words,  with  a  break  in 
her  voice? 

Yes,  haply  she  spoke  to  some  neighbor  who  stood  in 
the  crowd: 

“Behold,  ’tis  my  son,  see  his  glory,  who  once  was  my 
own! 

He  goes  like  a  prince,  and  all  heads  in  obeisance  are 
bowed ; 

But — where  is  my  little,  lost  lad,  with  his  garments 
outgrown  ?” 


February  17.  1927  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCAl'E 


131 


,The  1926  Council  of 

At  Irving  Park  Methodist  Church, 

SOME  day  “The  Story  of  Methodism”  will  be  re¬ 
written  to  include  a  few  romantic  facts  concerning 
one  of  the  greatest  movements  among  youth  in  the 
Christian  church — the  Epworth  League  institute.  To  the 
Methodist-minded,  the  convening  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  seems  all-important  and  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
mission  boards  may  be  viewed  as  epoch-makers.  Cer¬ 
tainly  these  vital  gatherings  are  given  wide  publicity  in 
the  church  press.  For  six  years  the  deans  of  Epworth 
League  institutes  have  been  meeting  annually  at  Chicago, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Central  Office,  but  hardly  a 
word  has  appeared  in  the  church  papers  about  the  coun¬ 
cil,  and  if  so  the  items  have  been  far  less  conspicuous  than 
death  notices  and  obituaries.  It  is  high  time  the  church 
be  informed  concerning  one  of  the  most  potential  features 
of  our  present  young  people’s  work.  The  institute  coun¬ 
cil  was  so  signihcant  and  so  unusual  this  year  that  it 
is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  th«  general  church. 

Unusual  Facts  About  the  1926  Institute  Council.  One 
could  report  the  gathering  in  quite  the  usual  way:  that 
we  met  in  Irving  Park  Church,  Chicago,  with  Dr.  Fred 
D.  Stone  as  the  gracious  host,  assisted  by  a  hospitable 
people;  that  the  newly  opened  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  that  com¬ 
munity  was  a  great  factor  in  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  the  delegates.  A  word  could  be  spoken  for  the  Sunday 
morning  worship  service,  at  which  Dr.  Fitzgerald  S. 
Parker,  secretary  of  the  Epworth  League  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  preached.  His  prediction 
that  the  Epworthians  in  the  two  churches  would  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  union  heartened  everyone.  A  usual  report 
would  also  express  appreciation  of  President  McMaster, 
of  Mount  Union  College,  in  his  conduct  of  the  devotional 
periods,  and  the  banquet  could  be  described  as  a  splendid 
occasion,  and  the  speech  of  Dr.  Dan  B.  Brummitt  as  the 
long-to-be-remembered  type.  But  such  a  report  covers 
practically  every  good  Methodist  gathering. 

But  look  at  the  unusual  things  about  the  council. 
There  are  about  145  institutes  throughout  the  country. 
Ninety-two  of  them  were  represented  by  148  delegates. 
Thirty-three  of  them  were  students  representing  the 
nearly  40,000  Leaguers  who  attend  the  summer  institutes. 
The  delegates  came  from  all  over  the  country:  from 
Oregon  to  Florida  and  from  Maine  to  California.  Not 
a  single  set  speech  was  delivered;  not  a  bishop  or  board 
secretary  was  present,  and  not  a  single  “cause”  presented. 
Can  one  imagine  a  Methodist  gathering  more  unmeth- 
odistic?  Yet  there  was  a  method  in  it  all.  Prof.  Harrison 
S.  Elliott,  of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York,  had 
been  secured  to  lead  the  entire  council  in  profitable  dis¬ 
cussion.  There  was  no  “findings”  committee,  although 
the  148  delegates  found  out  a  number  of  things  in-  the 
way  of  an  improvement  program  foj  their  own  institutes. 
Not  a  resolution  was  adopted  (the  only  symptom  of  “reso- 
lutionitis”  was  in  expressing  appreciation  to  Irving  Park 
Church),  but  every  dean  left  Chicago  resolving  to  enrich 
his  own  institute  program  and  to  follow  more  worthy 
educational  methods  and  to  make  the  young  people  and 
^their  life  situations  the  very  center  of  the  whole  institute 
idea. 

Every  discussion  led  deans,  managers,  life-work  secre¬ 
taries,  and  student  representatives  to  re-estimate  the 
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value  of  the  institute  and,  in  the  light  of  a  decade’s  ex¬ 
perience,  to  think  through  the  purpose  and  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  the  institute.  Are  we  to  make  them  evangelistic 
agencies  or  training  camps  for  more  effective  leadership 
in  the  local  church?  The  sentiment  (Dr.  Elliott  did  not 
put  questions  to  a  vote,  but  said  a  question  was  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  facial  expressions  of  the  delegates)  seemed 
to  be  that  the  institute  must  increasingly  assume  responsi¬ 
bility  for  leadership  training.  Sometimes  in  the  midst  of 
the  discussion  of  an  important  question.  Dr.  Elliott  would 
stop  abruptly  and  insist  that  the  student  delegates  be 
heard. 

They  were  given  opportunity  to  make  recommenda¬ 
tions:  they  demanded  a  more  systematic  course  of  study 
covering  a  period  of  years,  and  insisted  that  they  ought 
to  have  a  voice  in  building  an  institute  program.  They 
thought  it  no  more  than  fair  to  be  given  student  control 
in  fact  as  well  as  in  name.  How  best  can  the  institute 
deal  wdth  the  problems  of  youth  ?  What  can  the  institute 
give  the  Leaguers  to  carry  back  to  their  local  chapters? 
How  can  the  institute  meet  the  current  questions  of  young 
people?  How  can  it  bring  the  wider  aspects  of  the  work 
of  the  church  to  the  delegates?  These  are  but  a  few  of 
the  questions  that  were  given  consideration  and  which 
will  make  an  impress  upon  the  programs  of  the  coming 
institutes  in  the  summer  of  1927. 

It  is  a  new  day  ahead  for  the  whole  great  plan  of 
League  institutes  when  the  leaders  begin  to  think  in  terms 
of  choosing  and  training  better  faculties,  adapting  the 
program  to  the  particular  needs  of  hosts  of  young  people 
who  are  receiving  the  best  in  secular  education.  Not  a 
single  action  can  be  reported  from  the  council  of  1926. 
But  the  nearly  150  institute  leaders  will  take  up  their 
new  work  with  new  vision  and  with  a  larger  conception 
of  their  responsibility. 

,  Back  of  this  helpful  program  was  the  efficient  service 
of  Dr.  Blaine  E.  Kirkpatrick,  secretary  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Epworth  League,  and  Dr.  Merrill  J.  Holmes, 
secretary  of  Institutes  and  Life  Service.  Their  thought¬ 
fulness  and  thorough  preparation  paved  the  way  for  the 
splendid  leadership  of  Dr.  Elliott.  Those  who  have  at¬ 
tended  former  councils  were  unanimous  in  their  feeling 
that  they  had  received  more  new  ideas  on  their  work  in 
the  institute  than  ever  before.  As  the  council  of  1926 
was  itself  a  new  departure,  so  in  many  of  the  institutes 
the  program  for  the  coming  season  will  be  a  new  de¬ 
parture  and  the  fresh  stimulus  to  the  institute  idea  may 
make  a  genuine  contribution  to  the  youth  movements  in 
all  the  churches. 

The  Methodist  Church  has  learned  to  utilize  for  the 
young  ministers  the  old  Conference  course  of  study  idea 
and  has  transformed  that  former  dread  into  a  network 
of  summer  schools  of  theology.  The  Epworth  League 
institute  program  has  passed  the  experimental  stage.  It 
now  offers  itself  to  the  church  as  the  foundation  for  a 
network  of  training  camps  for  Christian  service  through- 
'  out  the  country.  The  more  the  church  expects,  the  more 
efficient  they  will  become.  And  here’s  to  the  council  of 
1926  as  the  starting  point  and  inspiration  for  that  larger 
service!  Paul  Morrison. 

SARATOGA  SPRINGS,  N.  Y. 
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Annual  Report  Bureau  of  Negro  Work^ 

The  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  for  1926 

By  Dr.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes 

'Secretary  Bureau  of  Negro  Work 


There  are  7,000,000  rural-dwelUng  Negroes  in 
America.  The  vast  majority  of  these  people  live 
and  farm  under  conditions  identical  with  those  of 
the  days  of  American  slavery.  But  the  fact  that  more 
than  200,000  are  in  the  process  of  buying  their  farms  is 
a  very  healthy  showing  for  the  Negro  race  in  America. 
While  hundreds  of  these  farms  yield  nothing  more  than 
a  scant  living  from  year  to  year,  the  fact  that  the  Negro 
himself  is  proprietor  contributes  to  his  self-respect  and 
,  his  outlook  on  life. 

Dean  Kelly  Miller,  of  Howard  University,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  in  the  Manufacturers’  Record  of  August  6, 
makes  the  following  statement :  “On  account  of  mounting 
prices  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  difficult  for  the  com¬ 
mon  laborer,  white  or  black,  to  own  a  city  home.  In 
New  York  the  cost  is  practically  prohibitive.  Less  than 
twelve  per  cent  of  the  total  population  of  that  metropolis 
are  home  owners.  The  percentage  of  Negro  home  owners 
is  all  but  negligible.  All  of  the  larger  cities  are  tending 
to  the  same  prohibitive  level.  The  Harlem  Negro  con¬ 
stitutes  practically  an  ownerless  race.  Without  owner¬ 
ship  there  is  little  incentive  to  sustained  endeavor.  Any 
industrious,  intelligent,  purposeful  young  man  who  will 
devote  his  energies  to  that  end  may  reasonably  hope  to 
own  a  farm  which  will  yield  him  a  livelihood  within  a  few 
years.” 

The  Negro’s  adaptability  to  agricultural  life  is  uni¬ 
versally  conceded.  What  he  must  learn  is  to  successfully 
operate  a  family-size  farm.  When  he  has  learned  this 
and  surrounds  himself  with  some  of  the  comforts  of  life, 
he  will  have  brought  about  in  a  very  large  way  his  eco¬ 
nomic  emancipation. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  church  has  an  un¬ 
usual  opportunity  to  promote  a  missionary  program  of 
far-reacWng  value  among  our  rural  Negro  population. 

Of  the  "2,093  appointments  in  our  twenty  colored  Con¬ 
ferences,  1,661  are  rural.  Two  States  in  the  South,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  South  Carolina,  which  are  almost  entirely 
agricultural,  have  one  fourth  of  all  of  the  Negro  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  So  far  as  the  Negro 
is  concerned,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  still  the 
church  of  the  plowman. 

Rural  Education. — Wonderful  are  the  blessings  which 
are  being  brought  to  the  rural  Negro  through  the  Jeanes 
Fund,  the  Slater  Foundation,  and  the  Rosenwald  School. 
As  one  travels  through  the  rural  South  and  sees  the  fine 
type  of  Rosenwald  School,  he  takes  new  faith  and  fresh 
courage.  There  are  2,871  completed  Rosenwald  School 
buildings,  with  ground  and  equipment  and  buildings 
valued  at  $9,768,840,  of  which  amount  Negroes  have  given 
$2,248,044.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  the  only 
religious  agency  at  work  in  the  rural  South,  with  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  religious,  education  and  social  service  that 
reaches  farther  than  the  pvilpit. 

What  the  Slater,  Jeanes,  and  Rosenwald  Foundations 
do  through  the  public  school,  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
and  Church  Extension  does  (not  as  well,  perhaps) 


through  the  country  church  with  the  preacher  as  its 
agent. 

Summer  Schools  for  Rural  Pastors. — ^To  improve  our 
religious  leadership,  more  than  600  scholarships  have  been 
granted  during  the  last  five  years  to  pastors  serving  rural 
churches.  These  men  have  been  brought  to  a  church 
school  center  and  in  a  summer  normal  trained  to  serve 
their  communities.  They  have  invariably  gone  back  to 
their  fields  with  the  conviction  that  health  and  housing — 
morals  and  maimers — efficiency  and  service  are  most  ef¬ 
fective  elements  in  race  building  and  that  there  can  be  no 
real  religious  program  of  uplift  that  does  not  take  into  ac¬ 
count  the  enormous  economic  problems  of  7,000,000  rural 
dwelling  Negro  people. 

During  1926,  training  schools  for  rural  pastors  were 
conducted  at  Claflin  College,  Orangeburg,  S.  C.,  and 
Waveland,  Miss.  The  fine  thing  about  the  Claflin  sum¬ 
mer  school  was  that  there  were  in  attendance  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  ministers  from  other  denominations,  and 
this  has  led  us  to  the  following: 

Interdenominational  Rural  School. — For  1927,  we 
propose  to  make  our  summer  school  for  rural  pastors  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  interdenominational  in  char¬ 
acter.  Representatives  of  one  major  denomination  have 
indicated  their  desire  to  unite  with  us  in  this  training 
school.  W6  propose  to  have  not  only  a  very  large  rural 
school  in  point  of  attendance,  but  a  very  constructive 
one  in  point  of  service  at  Claflin  College. 

Annual  Conference  Training  School. — The  Bureau  of 
Negro  Work  recommends  that  the  1927  rural  training 
school  be  developed  from  the  standpoint  of  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  efficiency.  Heretofore  the  policy  has  been  to  bring 
several  men  from  each  of  a  number  of  districts  in  an 
episcopal  area,  or  a  given  number  of  Conferences,  to  a  ^ 
center  for  training  in  rural  leadership.  These  men  have 
returned  to  their  fields  many  of  them  inspired,  many  of 
them  ready  for  larger  service.  But  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  larger  results  would  have  been  obtained  had 
we  built  our  program  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  the  men 
who  have  benefited  by  their  training  with  us  closer  con¬ 
tacts  in  their  fields  of  labor.  Men  selected  from  widely 
scattered  fields  have  few  contacts  and  no  opportunity  to 
compare  notes  and  review  experiences  as  they  proceed 
with  their  programs.  Discouragements  and  handicaps 
break  in  upon  and  sometimes  break  down  the  finest  pur¬ 
poses  of  these  leaders.  If  a  rural  school  is  developed 
about  the  life  of  a  particular  Conference,  the  men  trained 
will  have  contacts  through  the  year  for  they  will  at  least 
meet  each  other.  The  results  of  this  procedure  is  obvious. 
This  may  seem  for  the  time  being  to  eliminate  some  Con¬ 
ferences,  but  it  is  bound  to  result  in  better  service  to  the 
group  served  and  it  will  only  be  a  question  of  time  before 
other  Conferences  will  get  similar  service. 

Supplemental  Training  for  Rural  Communities. — 
Forty-one  centers  have  been  selected  where  tliree  days’ 
leadership  training  conferences  will  be  conducted.  Briefly 
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stated,  the  program  will  be  as  follows :  The  first  day  will 
be  spent  making  a  community  survey.  Most  of  the  com¬ 
munity  problems  will  be  carefully  listed,  and  then  under 
trained  leaders  the  following  two  days  will  be  us^d  facing 
the  facts  and  planning  the  needs.  The  program  will  have 
to  do  with  religious  education^  social  service,  an  adequate 
evangelistic  service,  and  the  launching  of  a  simple  prop¬ 
erty  improvement  campaign. 

Church  Building  in  Rural  Communities. — A  report 
from  a  district  in  the  South  having  forty-five  rural 
churches  reveals  that  forty-two  of  these  churches  do  not 
carry  insurance  for  fire  or  storm.  A  general  inquiry  as 
to  the  protection  our  rural  churches  carry  reveals  the 
fact  that  this  particular  district  is  typical. 

The  bureau  has  endeavored  to  reach  insurance  com¬ 
panies  so  as  to  direct  uninsured  churches  to  such  com¬ 
panies  as  might  protect  them  against  fire  and  storm. 
To  our  disappointment  we  found  no  companies  willing 
to  take  this  type  of  insurance.  They  report  that  the 
risk  is  too  great,  due  largely  to  the  poor  type  of  recon¬ 
struction.  A  very  large  number  of  rural  churches  are 
of  a  very  inferior  construction.  Many  have  been  built 
by  “hammer-and-saw”  men  and  not  by  competent  car¬ 
penters  or  builders.  Very  often  a  competent  builder  could 
not  be  secured  and  the  people,  anxious  for  a  place  in 
which  to  worship,  have  with  a  little  missionary  aid,  put 
up  their  own  buildings.  They  are  sometimes  without 
chimneys,  and  insurance  companies  are  unwilling  to  take 
the  risk  involved. 

Baton  Rouge  District — An  Experiment. — An  experi¬ 
ment  is  being  tried  out  on  the  Baton  Rouge  District  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  which  we  hope  will  be  made 
permanent.  The  district  is  entirely  agricultural.  The 
churches  are  shacks,  straight  up  and  down  boarded  build¬ 
ings.  Several  are  in  ruins,  others  cannot  be  used  in  in¬ 
clement  weather. 

Two  men  are  at  work  on  this  district:  The  Rev. 
R.  G.  Morris  directs  organization,  builds  the  community 
program,  and  enlists  support  for  better  church  buildings. 
Associated  with  him  is  a  district  carpenter,  who  gives 
his  entire  time  to  the  work  of  construction.  This  t3rpe 
of  service,  if  continued,  will  not  only  result  in  more  at¬ 
tractive  church  buildings  for  our  rural  people,  but  pro¬ 
vide  against  the  frequent  destruction  of  churches  by  fire 
and  storm. 

The  following  is  the  type  of  program  carried  along 
with  the  work  of  construction: 

1.  Making  an  attractive  lawn  and  planting  suitable 
shrubbery  about  the  church  and  parsonage. 

2.  Instruction  in  home  gardening,  especially  winter 
gardening. 

3.  Organizing  the  people  for  social,  educational,  and 
recreational  service. 

Eleven  churches  on  this  district  have  been  selected 
as  demonstration  stations,  which  will  touch  15,000  people. 
The  object  of  our  program  is  to  make  a  more  satisfied 
rural  life  and  create  a  ministry  to  these  people  who 
will  be  better  satisfied  with  their  task. 

Coal  Fields. — The  Negro  in  rural  industry  is  prac¬ 
tically  confined  to  the  coal  fields.  There  are  42,443  Ne¬ 
groes  engaged  in  the  bituminous  coal  fields  of  America. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  Negro  mine  worker,  like  the 
foreigners  employed  in  this  industry,  are  easily  exploited 
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for  lower  wages.  This  forms  a  basis,  for  racial  antag¬ 
onisms  between  native  white  miners  on  the  one  hand  and 
Negroes  and  foreigners  on  the  other. 

The  United  States  Coal  Commission  makes  an  inter¬ 
esting  report  on  this  situation. 

There  are  22,796  Negro  miners  in  West  Virginia  and 
6,843  Negro  miners  in  Alabama.  The  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  with  the  Washington  and  East  Tennessee 
Conferences  operating  in  West  Virginia,  and  the  Central 
Alabama  Conference  in  Alabama,  has  a  distinct  responsi¬ 
bility  for  providing  religious  leadership  for  these  men 
and  their  families. 

The  bureau  has  had  under  observation  for  two  years 
the  work  of  the  Rev.  Arthur  D.  Williams,  in  the  Poca¬ 
hontas,  W.  Virginia,  coal  fields.  This  pastor  has  devel¬ 
oped  a  social  program  and  his  church  is  the  single  c(Hn- 
munity  center  for  Negroes  in  the  town  of  Pocahontas. 
Their  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was  the  best  in  our 
entire  rural  work.  A  four-room  school  building  was  used 
for  this  purpose,  and  during  the  two  summer  sessions 
of  the  school  eight  teachers  were  regularly  employed. 

Race  relations  are  the  very  best  and  the  owners  of 
the  mining  interest  of  Pocahontas  are  so  interested  in  the 
church  program  that  they  have  deeded  us  a  parcel  of 
land  and  are  pledging  financial  support  for  the  building 
of  a  community  church  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than  $50,000. 

Until  strong  leadership  was  secured,  this  miners’ 
church  was  a  missionary  responsibility.  To-day  it  is 
entirely  self-supporting,  and  in  the  first  month  of  this 
World  Service  year  raised  the  entire  World  Service  quota. 

A  Full-time  Man  for  the  Coal  Fields. — ^There  is  no 
more  challenging  field  than  a  miners’  camp.  It  is  remote 
and  isolated  and  shut  in  by  steep  banks.  Straggling 
wooden  houses  are  the  homes  of  the  miners.  Most  of  them 
are  badly  in  need  of  repairs.  Garbage  and  tin  cans  litter 
the  creek,  and  chickens  and  hogs  wander  about  among  the 
d4bris.  Tumbled-down  outhouses  are  close  to  the  drink¬ 
ing-water  supply,  and  bad  outbreaks  of  typhoid  fever  are 
frequent.  The  miner,  toiling  underground  during  the  day, 
returns  to  this  haven  of  rest  at  night.  Can  the  church 
offer  him  something  better? 

The  Bureau  of  Negro  Work  asks  support  for  a  strong 
man  to  give  his  entire  time  to  the  coal  fields  of  West 
Virginia  and  Alabama.  If  we  can  get  him,  we  will  begin 
a  ministry  to  that  group  of  American  workmen  who  are 
ser^ng  American  industry  in  a  very  large  way  but  are 
themselves  woefully  neglected. 

Boys*  Work  in  the  Rural  South. — Denied  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  contacts  with  the  refining  influences  of  life,  thou¬ 
sands  of  Negro  boys  are  born  each  year  into  a  world 
where  they  do  not  have  half  a  chance  to  measure  up  to 
the  standards  of  normal  life.  Appreciating  this  fact. 
Dr.  D.  H.  Stanton,  of  the  Griffin  District,  Atlanta  Con¬ 
ference,  organized  his  country  boys,  making  them  a  defi¬ 
nite  part  of  his  district  program.  He  maintains  a  dis¬ 
trict  boys’  worker  and  has  in  operation  a  country  boys’ 
organization. 

We  cannot  take  space  to  report  in  detail  the  success 
of  this  work,  but  recommend  that  a  copy  of  “Boys’  Work 
on  the  Griffin  District”  be  secured  from  Dr.  Stanton. 

Our  Missionary  Challenge  in  the  North. — Saving  the 
heathen  is  sometimes  a  much  easier  task  than  to  rescue 
the  perishing  in  the  shadow  of  our  church  spires.  We 
have  a  very  distinct  call  to  service  among  our  Negro 
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population  of  the  North;  a  missionary  service  at  our 
door  in  many  places  assumes  the  proportion  of  a  problem. 

There  are  fifty-nine  cities  in  our  country  with  a  Negro 
population  of  more  than  10,000.  Twenty-one  of  these 
cities  are  in  the  North  and  West.  Forty  years  ago  one 
out  of  every  five  Negroes  in  America  was  a  city  dweller. 
To-day  every  third  Negro  lives  under  urban  conditions. 
Unlike  our  foreign  brethren  who  have  come  to  this  coun¬ 
try  from  Central  Europe,  there  is  such  a  thing  as  assimi¬ 
lating  these  people  in  our  general  population.  We  are 
dealt  with  as  a  separate  and  distinct  group.  Go  to  a 
large  city  and  you  may  find  an  Italian  quarter  or  a  Polish 
section,  and  you  may  not;  but  you  will  always  find  a 
Negro  section.  When  we  move  in — ^white  people  move 
out,  and  the  pathetic  thing  about  it  is  that  the  prejudice 
created  by  our  moving  in  usually  keeps  them  out.  This 
means  that  we  are  often  denied  superior  contacts  and 
those  inheritances  which  have  come  down  through  many 
generations  of  “aloofness”  abide  with  us.  In  far  too 
many  instances  we  are  trying  to  lift  ourselves  by  our 
own  boot  straps. 

The  isolation  of  the  Negro  in  American  life  is  a  fact 
to  be  deplored,  especially  in  the  light  of  our  Christian 
pretensions.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  fears,  fric¬ 
tions,  and  outbreaks  which  have  ruffled  industry  and  race 
relations  have  developed  because  white  and  black  people 
are  very  far  apart.  Through  lack  of  contact  they  do 
not  understand  each  other  and  as  a  result  bitterness  and 
hostility  are  fostered.  We  must  find  a  basis  of  co-opera¬ 
tion  in  all  of  the  essentials  of  life.  We  must  find  it  in 
the  church  or  the  church  is  a  colossal  failure. 

Whatever  else  may  be  America’s  challenge  to  the 
church,  her  interracial  problems  offer  a  field  of  the  finest 
kind  of  home-missions  service. 

City  Work. — The  Department  of  City  Work,  through 
Dr.  M.  P.  Bums,  Mr.  H.  S.  French,  and  Miss  M.  E. 
Samson,  continues  its  support  of  city  institutes  through 
the  Bureau  of  Negro  Work. 

From  May  18-28  there  were  assembled  at  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  seventy-nine  minis¬ 
ters  and  laymen  from  leading  city  churches.  North  and 
South,  for  a,-  study  of  modem  methods  in  church  work. 

The  institute  is  the  outgrowth  of  a  conviction  that 
pastors  and  leading  laymen  of  our  city  churches  should 
come  together  sometime  during  the  year  and,  under  the 
best  obtainable  instructors,  equip  themselves  to  promote 
a  high  type  of  community  church  program. 

In  addition  to  the  faculty  of  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary,  the  institute  had  the  services  of  Dr.  Ralph  W. 
Sockman,  pastor  of  Madison  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  New  York  City,  also  a  Yale  and  Union  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  lecturer;  Dr.  F.  B.  Newell,  of  the  New 
York  City  Missionary  Society;  Miss  DeMaris,  director 
of  Social  Activities,  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches,  Wil¬ 
mington,  Del. ;  Mr.  H.  S.  French,  of  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  and  Church  Extension;  Dr.  Shattuck,  of  the 
Boston  School  of  Theology;  and  Drs.  W.  W.  Alexander 
and  David  Jones,  of  the  Commission  on  Interracial  Re¬ 
lations,  of  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Persons  in  attendance  came  from  points  as  far  dis¬ 
tant  as  Kansas  City  in  the  Middle  West,  San  Antonio 
in  the  Southwest,  and  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  New 
York  in  the  Northeast. 

Those  in  attendance  regarded  the  course  of  instruc¬ 
tion  as  being  so  helpful  that  they  went  into  a  permanent 


organization,  electing  Dr.  B.  F.  Abbott,  of  Union  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  as 
class  president,  and  Dr.  D.  D.  Turpeau,  of  Pittsburgh,  ji 
Pa.,  secretary.  The  class  proposed  to  stay  together^ 
through  a  period  of  three  years,  and  requested  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions  to  provide  proper  credits  for  those 
who  complete  a  three  years’  course.  Not  only  will  this 
be  done,  but  arrangements  will  be  made  by  which  credits 
from  this  institute  will  be  recognized  in  several  of  our 
Northern  colleges  for  those  who  may  be  disposed  to  do 
certain  post-graduate  work. 

City  Mission  and  Church  Extension  Societies. — Our 
City  Mission  and  Church  Extension  Societies  have  had 
a  uniformly  successful  year.  The  support  obtained 
through  these  agencies  for  some  of  our  weaker  churches 
has  been  one  of  the  finest  indications  of  the  vitality  of 
these  organizations. 

Our  youngest  society  is  operating  in  the  city  of  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  under  the  leadership  of  District  Super¬ 
intendent  K.  W.  McMillan.  The  society  in  its  first  year 
has  gone  into  a  newly  opened  subdivision  of  the  city  and 
built  a  tabernacle  to  seat  two  hundred  people,  and  they 
have  done  it  without  aid  from  the  board.  This  is  the 
only  church  in  a  section  of  the  city  where  Negroes  are* 
building  a  fine  type  of  dwelling.  Last  summer  the  society  ^ 
conducted  a  seven  days’  summer  school  for  the  entire  San 
Antonio  District.  A  splendid  course  of  training,  cover¬ 
ing  five  hours  a  day,  was  earned  through  the  entire  week. 
The  class  attendance  at  this  training  school  averaged 
fifty. 

Better  Training  for  Our  Youth. — A.  study  of  the  re¬ 
ligious  training  of  our  youth  by  one  of  our  societies  has 
led  to  a  plan  by  which  a  director  of  religious  education 
for  the  Methodist  churches  of  that  city  will  be  employed 
so  that  Christian  training  will  be  wisely  promoted.  This 
is  a  departure  from  our  accustomed  routine  which  we 
are  watching  with  interest. 

Evangelism. — We  have  never  failed  to  emphasize  the 
fact  that  our  training  schools,  building  plans,  social 
service,  and  economic  improvements  must  be  shot  through 
with  the  spirit  of  evangelism.  All  that  we  do  is  to  the 
end  that  men  may  be  saved.  Training  in  an  every-member^ 
evangelism  has  been  faithfully  carried  with  all  of  ourl 
cultivation  programs.  We  are  especially  thankful  to  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  Golden  for  the  faithful  service  he  has  ren¬ 
dered  us  in  this  field. 

What  of  Mankind's  Future? 

( Continued  from  page  1^4') 

lieu,  Washington,  Lenin;  the  great  battles  of  the  world; 
the  great  epidemics  from  cholera  in  Persia  in  1370,  when 
the  sun  spots  could  be  seen  with  the  naked  eye,  were  also 
included  as  events  which  occurred  during  periods  of  in¬ 
tense  sun  spot  activity. 

“In  1927  and  1929,”  said  the  scientist,  “when  the 
eleven  year  period  of  the  sun  spot  activity  attains  its 
maximum,  and  when  this  maximum  will  coincide  with  the 
maxima  of  two  other  periods  of  sixty  years  and  thirty- 
five  years,  there  will  be  a  great  human  activity  of  the 
highest  historical  importance,  which  may  again  cltange^ 
the  political  chart  of  the  world.” 

Long  years  ago.  One  greater  than  this  scientist  said, 
“Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled.” 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

I  IXTXKITATIOXAI.  Sniu  the  flesh,  and 

'  6.  8).  The  8 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Fanner 

self  to  conque 
wish  to  conqu 

MAKING  THE  COMMUNITY  CHRISTIAN 

(TEMPERANCE  LESSON)  . 

FIRST  QUARTER.  LESSON  IX.  FEBRUARY  27  r 
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Scripture  Leteon — Gal.  St  13-26.  vidual.  The  better  iudinnent  of  some  is  the  “Thou  shall 


bring  the  best  results.  The  community  bus 
been  improved,  now  the  individuals  must  be 
educated  up  to  the  law.  The  law  is  against 
the  flesh,  and  not  the  8{firit,  sws  Paul  (CM. 
6.  8).  The  same  is  true  of  tne^prohibitlon 
law ;  it  is  against  those  who  wish  tneir  worse 
self  to  conquer;  but  it  is  a  fadp  to  those  who 
wish  to  conquer  their  worse  self. 

SAM  HOSTOX  COIXBOB. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessox  roa  Suxbat,  FsaaTJAar  27,  1927 
'Thou  shall  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself" 
(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 
Temperance  has  come  to  be  more  than  a 


Scripture  Lessonr—Gal.  St  13-26.  vidual.  The  better  judgment  of  some  is  the  “Thott  shall  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself" 

Plato  and  Paul.  The  conception  of  an  an-  vorse  judgment  of  othere  is  (By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

tagonistic  dualism  between  the  soul  and  body  A®®*!-  J®  I.**®  1  Temperance  has  come  to  be  more  than  a 

of  man  was  given  a  rational  basis  by  Plato.  *1*®  spirit  against  the  flesh  if  lop^l  or  even  national  question  The  world 

It  was  his  l*a  that  evU  essentiaUy  belongs  ®°®^5?y„>®  ^e  morally  progressive.  The  cominrto  ble  ^  sm^U  S’ what  aKs 
to  material  substance  as  such,  while  the  im-  f"®  **^’’*®-  the  goo^  and  happiness  of  one  community 

material  soul  or  spirit  is  essentially  good.  "'^®  individuals  who  hye  never  State  reaches  to  all  the  world.  The  tem- 

While  imprisoned  in  the  body,  its  duty  is  to  entertained  any  worthwhile  ideal  for  them-  perance  issue  is  of  world  siirniflcance.  Our 
put  up  a  volant  fight  against  the  evil  temp-  there  are  others  who  have  once  cher-  neighbor  is  not  the  one  living  next  door  onlv 

tations  from  the  body  until  death  shall  release  but  after  finding  the  but  is  across  the  sea  in  every  land  and  of 

It.  As  far  as  moral  evU  is  concerned,  the  fhftirht  ®''®'y  ’•®®®'  '*^®  ™“®t  coSlder  his  good 

observable  fact  upon  which  this  rational  the-  *“®  *  “““  faUen  from  grace  ;  while  there  in  all  we  do.  For  “thou  shalt  love  thv  neixh- 

ory  is  based  was  explained  in  early  Hebrew  ®'‘®  ®titt  others  who,  although  the  fight  is  hard  bor  as  thyself  ”  ^  F 

thought  by  the  story  of  Adam.  According  to  9“®26‘27?'' all’ propaganda  in  the  interest  of 

this,  our  evil  is  due  to  tendencies  to  evil  in-  f;  26-27),  wth  flm  hope  that  they  will  intemperance  of  every  form  is  the  spirrt  of 

herited  from  Adam.  The  idea  expressed  by  fu®  ®®^‘  P®  “t^®./®  ®®'  ‘selfishness  and  greed,  usually  manned  by 

Paul  m  our  lesson  (and  elsewhere— see  Rom.  ^  t**®  ®“®  prohibition,  there  are  those  whose  moral  and  aesthetic  natures  have 


herited  from  Adam.  The  idea  expressed  by 
Paul  in  our  lesson  (and  elsewhere — see  Rom. 
7.  14-26)  is  sometimes  said  to  show  Plato’s 
influence  on  Paul.  While  this  is  possible,  it 
is  not  manifest.  Paul  also  accepted  the  ex- 


-  .......  -  _ _ 1  _  j  1.  XL  -  iiiuoc  wiiuifc  uiurai  luiu  (CBincuc  naiures  nave 

d  to  show  Plato’s  oXrs  a’ ‘’®®"  insensibflity  by  their  own  In- 

this  is  possible,  it  ^  ^  a*"?*  *  ®j  dulgencies.  The  American  Tobacco  Company 

)  accented  the  ex-  h®  enforced,  gave  up  the  flgfit  and  has  adopted  a  slogan,  “A  cigarette  in  thi 


planation  of  sin  by  the  stoVy  ofTdam  rc7r.  ®;ther  joined  the  antUor  embraced  the  mid-  ^  th  o'^Tvery  mr'Ld^o^n  n  ^Wna ’’ 
|16.  46-49)  He  believed  that  our  evil  in-  J*®  ^nd  it  is  now^stated  more  TmeriTan^r- 

^entance  from  Adam  resides  in  our  flesh.  '^n'*®.  ^nere  are  still  others  (probably  ettes  are  consumed  in  China  than  in  Amer- 

!®®-.  P®*-  ®y®^y  missionary  America  has  sent 


Environment  or  Training — i\’hirh?  Looked  sionaries  could  save. 


lea.  ror  every  missionary  America  has  sent 
to  Africa  she  has  sent  shiploads  of  rum  with 
which  to  curse  more  natives  than  the  mis¬ 


conduct.  We  sometimes  do  things  that  we  in  one  way,  it  is  a  fight  to  improve  society  We  should  maintain  prohibition  of  the 
sider  good,  and  sometimes  things  we  con-  ®*',  ^"®  environment;  while  looked  at  in  an-  liquor  traffic  in  America,  also  many  other 

_ 51  A _ a  _ _  1  w  ~  1  /aftissi*  urav  t4-  Sc  a  .» _ _  _ j  _ «  « «  •  • 


It  IS  proDaoie  mat  ne  was  mnuenced  by  both  -c  ucicrmineu  to  con-  jca.  For  every  missionary  America  has  sent 

Plato  and  “Moses.”  For  the  fact  wiiich  they  *  "Jl®  '' 't’’  P®"*’  ’’®P®  eventual  to  Africa  she  Ls  sent  shiploads  of  rum  with 

attempted  to  explain  is  the  same.  *i  .  ,  .  which  to  curse  more  natives  than  the  mis^ 

Moral  Dualism.  This  fact  is  a  dualism  in  Environment  or  Training — U’hirh?  Looked  sionaries  could  save, 
oiir  conduct.  We  sometimes  do  things  that  we  in  one  way,  it  is  a  fight  to  improve  society  We  should  maintain  prohibition  of  the 
consider  good,  and  sometimes  things  we  con-  or  the  environment;  while  looked  at  in  an-  liquor  traffic  in  America,  also  many  other 
sider  evil.  And  even  wlien  we  do  good,  we  other  way,  it  is  a  fight  to  improve  the  indi-  forms  of  vice,  and  educate  our  youth  to  be 
sometimes  find  that  our  better  self  has  to  viduals  or  society.  There  are  some  who  think  terngperate  in  all  things,  not  only  for  the  good 

fight  against  our  worse  self,  which  tempts  the  environment  counts  for  most  or  prac-  of  this  country,  but  for  the  good  of  people  in 

better  self  to  do  evil.  Everybody  with  a  everything  in  the  formation  of  char-  other  lands.  Else  our  missionaries’  efforts 

worthwhile  ideal  has  had  this  experience.  *^^*7  would  hope  to  reform  the  in-  are  rendered  almost  fruitless  by  the  power 

Looked  at  personally,  we  sometimes  do  things  “ividual  by  reforming  his  society,  by  remov-  of  the  example  of  our  own  people.  The  feel- 

which  cause  us  present  or  future  happiness;  ®'7^  temptations  from  his  environ-  ing  toward  America  and  Western  civilisation 

and  at  other  times  we  do  things  which  cause  nient.  While  there  are  others  who  think  that  in  all  the  East  is  not  reassuring  because  of 
us  present  or  future  sorrow.  Ixioked  at  so-  tfnining  or  teaching  counts  for  practically  attitudes  provoked  by  Western  morals  as 
daily,  we  sometimes  do  things  which  cause  everything.  They  would  seek  to  reform  so-  they  have  been  seen  by  the  people  of  these 
others  present  or  future  happiness;  and  at  **’®  community  by  reforming  the  in-  lands  or  felt,  when  instead  of  the  altruism 

other  times  we  do  things  which  cause  others  ®'viduals  of  the  community.  The  fact  is  that  of  Jesus,  they  have  shown  only  intemperance 

present  or  future  sorrow.  We  willfully  do  **’®  impeovement  of  either  the  individual  or  and  greed. 

some  good  and  some  wrong.  It  has  been  the  **’®  coinmunity  influences  the  improvement  of  If  adultery  and  intemperance  could  be 
purpose  of  Christ  and  Christianity  so  to  **^®  And  the  effort  to  Inmrove  either  eliminated  from  Western  contact  with  the 

elevate  us  spiritually  and  morally,  that  we  should  go  band  in  hand  with  efforts  to  im-  East,  and  if  our  great  commercial  enter- 
will  willfully  do  only  the  things  that  we  con-  pcove  the  other,  or  the  most  desirable  results  prises  could  be  inspired  with  the  missionary 
sider  good — that  cause  ourselves  and  others  cahnot  be  realized.  To  try  to  teach  and  ap-  spirit,  and  our  missionaries  could  all  be  men 
future  happiness,  whether  there  be  or  not  be  P®®^  *®  ™®"  ^®  ^®  temperate  while  they  are  and  women  of  consecration,  who  are  seeking 
present  happiness.  That  is,  the  purpose  of  surrounded  on  every  hand  by  temptations  to  only  the  salvation  of  those  they  are  sent  to 
Christ  and  Christianity  in  particular  and  of  intemperance  in  the  community  is  quite  fu-  serve,  and  we  could  racially  and  nationally 
^11  the  greatest  and  best  teachers  of  the  world  ^^^®’  And  to  remove  the  temptations  from  love  our  neighbors  as  ourselves,  then  would 


«I1  the  greatest  and  best  teachers  of  the  world 
1  general,  has  been  to  make  us  morally  one 
instead  of  dualistic,  and  to  make  this  one 
])ersonality  morally  good — to  arouse  into  con- 


the  community  without  seeking  also  to  re-  the  Kingdom  come  quickly,  and  God’s  will  be 
move  them  from  the  individual,  that  is,  with-  done  in  some  measure  on  earth  as  it  is  in  the 


out  tr 


_ _ _  trying 

sciousness’^our  better” self,  and  to  bring  us  into  ^*’®  individual  against  his  worse  self,  cannot  oammox  semixakt. 

Iiarmony  with,  or  reconcile  us  to  our  better 
self,  which  is  God  in  us.  But  to  do  only 

good  which  our  better  self  dictates,  we  must  |  Y  rri  • 

Lpworth  League  To p i c 

In  tbe  Christian  religion  this  is  called  the  P’WRnTTAnvQir 

fight  of  the  spirit  against  the  flesh,  or  the 

fight  of  the  divine  nature  within  us  against  H  *1,  T>  T  1*7'  tt  -  j  -rv  tx  ’ 

our  human  nature.  Its  victorious  triumph  "y  tue  IteV.  J.  W.  Uay WOOCli  iJ.Dm 

took  place  in  Jesus  Christ,  in  whom  the  spirit  _ 

for  the  last  time  triumphed  over  the  flesh 

in  Gethsemane.  In  modern  biological  terms  MISSION  STUDY 

it  would  be  called  the  fight  of  our  human 

against  our  animal  or  brute  nature,  which  "Pfi®  Advancing  Church,  Chapter  VI. 

We  are  said  to  have  brought  along  with  us  in  Our  Templed  Hills,  Chapter  VI. 

our  development.  In  ethical  thought  it  may 

be  called  the  fight  of  what  we  ought  to  be  We  want  to  face  in  this  article  some  of  are  parcelling  the  foreign  field,  and  each  is 
against  what  we  actually  are.  And  in  psv-  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  our  missionary  making  itsdf  responsible  for  a  definite  terri- 
chological  terms  it  would  be  called  the  fight  efforts.  tory.  And,  when  it  comes  to  such  things  as 

of  our  i^al  self  against  our  real  self.  No  Denominationalism.  For  a  good  many  hospitals  and  schools,  they  are  beiM  pro- 
matter  what  it  is  called,  it  is  a  real  fight,  my  years  we  were  handicapped  on  the  foreig^n  mated  as  co-operative  enterprises.  For  in- 
j®’i.  u”®  .  ®,.®'  desire  to  be  fleid  by  our  division  into  different  denomi-  stance,  in  Porto  Rico  there  is  a  theological 

and  do  his  best  in  life.  nations.  The  Oriental  mind  could  not  under-  seminary  which  is  jointly  fostered  by  all  the 


to  strengthen  the  better  self  of  fullest  measure  in  heaven, 
lal  against  his  worse  self,  cannot  oammox  semixakt. 


Epworth  League  To p i c 
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By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 
MISSION  STUDY 

The  Advancing  Church,  Chapter  VI. 

Our  Templed  Hills,  Chapter  VI. 


ucoi  iiic.  nations.  The  Urlental  mind  could  ^ot  under-  seminary  wnicn  is  joinuy  rostered  by  aU  the 

Big  Individual.  What  goes  on  in  the  stand  why,  if  we  were  all  following  and  denominations  doing  missionary  work  in  that 
^Rdividual  as  the  smallest  unit  of  society  is  preaching  the  same  Christ,  there  should  be  so  field.  This  is  a  great  step  forward  in  mis- 
lypical  of  what  goes  on  in  any  morally  pro-  many  competing  divisions  among  us.  We  sionary  enterprise.  The  Oriental  mind  cannot 
gressive  society  at  large.  There  must  be  a  are  obviating  this  difficulty  now  by  mutual  comprehend  our  fine-spun  theolorical 
fight  of  the  better  judgment  of  some  against  understanding  and  co-operation  on  the  mis-  minutiK.  Religion  to  them  is  not  metapnys- 
the  worse  judgment  of  others.  To  a  certain  slon  field.  Instead  of  trying  to  work  in  the  *®*{  is  life,  Ml  of  life, 
extent  society  may  be  considered  a  Big  Indi-  same  territory,  the  different  denominations  Disparity  Between  Preaching  and  Prac- 
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tie0.  We  ere  to-dey  experiencing  difficulty 
on  ell  minion  lleldi  beceuae  our  preaching 
end  practice  do  not  seem  to  be  of  the  seme 
doth.  Gbendl,  tiie*greet  leader  of  India, 
said,  not  long  since,  mat  be  accepted  Jesus, 
bht  did  not  accept  Christianity.  He  meant 
that  there  Is  so  wide  a  difference  between 
what  Jesus  taught  and  did  and  what  we 
Christiana  teach  end  do,  that  he  could  not  ac¬ 
cept  the  two  thinm  as  identical.  In  1926 
there  was  hdd  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  a  Con¬ 
ference  on  Foreign  Missions.  One  of  the 
speakers  was  a  Japanese  preacher,  Karawa. 
He  told  the  convention  that  it  was  tffficult 
to  get  the  Japanese  to  listen  to  sermons  on 
Christianity  since  the  passage  by  our  Con-, 
gress  of  the  exdusion  act  The  Japanese  can¬ 


not  understand  hoW  American  missionaries 
can  talk  dmut  human  brotherhood  while  thdr 
country  passes  laws  In  bold  and  Inexcusable 
controversion  of  that  preachment.  It  is  diffi¬ 
cult  for  the  Chinese  to  accept  the  preach¬ 
ments  of  English  and  American  missionaries 
wMle  these  countries  are  gobbling  up  the 
land  and  wealth  of  CMna  with  the  heartless 
greed  of  fiendish  ghouls.  How  can  Mexico 
and  Nicaragua  be  convinced  by  our  mission¬ 
aries  when  American  capitalists,  abetted  by 
our  specious  diplomacy,  are  squeesing  the 
throats  of  these  two  countries  and  saying  to 
them:  “Drop  that  pocketbook.”  America 
must  either  cease  her  exploitation  and  lose 
her  superiority  complex,  or  recall  her  nris- 
sionaries. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 


Marion,  N.  C.— Addles  Chapd  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  At  the  11  o’dock  service, 
on  January  9,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Shuford  was  at 
his  best  and  preached  an  inspiring  sermon 
from  Danid  6.  6.  All  who  heard  him  were 
fiUed  with  the  Holy  Ghost  The  membersWp 
hu  on  new  life  for  the  work  of  Hifl 

Kingdom.— Mrs.  Idella  C.  Ervin,  Reporter. 


ice.  Large  crowds  attended  every  night  from 
all  denominations.  Brother  Vann  is  welcome 
at  any  time.  The  Rev.  W.  L.  Saunders,  of 
Blnefidd,  Va.,  visited  us  on  the  14th,  with  a 
very  hdpful  Illustrated  lecture.  He,  too,  is 
an  old  Alabamian,  and  finds  hearty  wdcome 
among  us.  The  pastor,  Joel  C.  Carson,  does 
his  best  to  make  all  happy  who  come  about 
him. — Reporter. 


Pope,  Tenn. — Howard’s  Chapel  had  the 
pastor.  Rev.  W.  M.  Carter,  with  us  for  tiie 
second  time  on  January  23,  1927. 
weather  was  inclement  but  the  faithful  mw 
were  present  All  enjoyed  the  sermon.  We 
trust  that  the  weather  will  not  Interfere 
the  next  fourth  Sunday.  We  are  few  in  num¬ 
ber;  pray  for  our  success. — C.  L.  Howard, 
Reporter. 

Woetan,  Miss.— On  November  25,  1^,  a 
beautiful  plw  was  rendered  at  New  Salem 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  under  the 
leadership  of  Prof.  J.  W.  McClinton,  m- 
sisted  bw  the  Rev.  Prank  Studges,  Sister  P. 
W.  Henderson,  and  Sister  Mary  Usher.  The 
net  profit  of  *17JJ0  was  paid  on  pastor’s 
salary.  New  Salem  church  is  doing  splen¬ 
did  work.  Pray  that  we  may  progress  on- 
ward.- Mrs.  L.  T.  Jones,  Reporter. 


Houtton,  rs*<*s.— Mallalieu  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church:  On  New  Yea/s  ey« 
we  had  a  spiritual  sermoii.  The  candle-light 
service  was  beautiful.  Sunday  morning, 
January  2,  we  had  an  excellent  Sunday  school, 
and  also  an  able  service  at  11  A.  M.  The 
Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  by  the  pas¬ 
tor.  Each  Sunday  our  pastor  brings  to  us 
wonderful  messages.  On  Sunday,  Janua^ 
28,  he  preached  an  able  sermon  from  John 
16.  4.— Rev.  P.  D.  Mayes,  Pastor;  Carrie 
Bell  Robinson,  Reporter. 


Magnolia,  La. — St.  Luke  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  On  January  9  we  had  a  great 
service,  both  day  and  night  The  pastor  de¬ 
livered  a  noble  sermon.  At  night  the  church 
was  packed  again.  The  evangdUt  'rom  the 
Baptud  Church,  the  Rev.  Willie  CWnn, 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon.  His  subjMt 
was,  “Fulfill  Your  Promise.”  Communion 
was  administered  to  forty-two  persons  One 
onTtifi  up  for  prayer.  Collection  for  tl»  d^, 
$19.58. — Rev.  John  McCollu,  Pastor;  Edna  E. 
Williamston,  Reporter. 


Alewandria,  La. — St  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  The  Sunday-school  rally  given 
for  the  benefit  of  the  church  improvement, 

S roved  to  be  a  success.  The  following  Sun- 
ay  schools,  led  by  the  various  superintend¬ 
ents,  reported:  Shiloh  Baptist  Church,  Mr, 
E.  D.  Williams,  supt,  $8;  True  Vine  Baptist 
Church,  Mr.  ^I.  Thompson,  supt,  $8.10;  Mt 
Triumph  Baptist  Church,  led  by  the  Rev. 
Poster  and  Mr.  I.  Wllkerson,  $1.50;  New¬ 
man  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
led  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  C.  Johnson,  $1.10; 
St  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Group 
1,  $8.60;  Group  2,  $4.25;  Group  8,  $4;  pub¬ 
lic  collection,  $1.50;  total,  $22.06.— Rev,  W. 
L.  Dyas,  Pastor. 

Harriebnrg,  Texas.— AH  services  at  Asbury 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  were  well  at¬ 
tended  throughout  the  day,  Sunday,  January 
23.  The  pastor.  Rev.  C.  H.  PImelton,  organ¬ 
ised  a  men’s  Bible  class  Sunday  morning.  At 
8  P.  M.  Rev.  S.  W.  McGill,  New  York  City, 
deliver^  a  very  helpful  sermon  from  I^uke 
19.  10.  At  the  eleven  o’clock  service,  the  pas¬ 
tor  preached  an  able  sermon.  At  8  P.  M.  he 
installed  the  officers,  after  which  hot  choc^ 
late  and  cake  was  served  by  the  Ladies’  Aid 
and  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  to  a 
large  crowd.  Our  World  Service  drive  is  on; 
the  captains  of  the  drive  are  Mesdame's  Dan¬ 
iels,  Holden,  Taylor,  Johnson,  Block,  and 
Adair.  The  rally  will  close  the  first  Sunday 
in  March.  The  reporter  is  the  recipient  of 
a  Year  Book  from  the  San  Antonio  District, 
West  Texas  Conference,  and  we  offer  pray¬ 
ers  that  the  program  may  be  put  over. — Mrs. 
C.  V.  Adair,  Reporter, 


aiode  Spring,  Fa.— We  thank  the  bishop 
and  his  cabinet  for  the  return  of  our  P«tOT. 
the  Rev,  H.  L.  Johnson.  It  seras  ttat  the 
church  has  taken  on  new  life.  Tte  Monday 
morning  roU  call  for  World  Service  enables 
us  to  report  monthly  to  the  treasurePs  office. 
The  Ladles’  Aid  was  the  first  to  subyribe  for 
the  Monday  morning  roll  call,  which  has 
proven  suecessfuL  We  have  pledged  our  sup- 

■  .  a  _ _ wa«e«  nvnarPAm  nV£r. 


IF  YOU  Talk  n 

WHY  NOT  Chalk/ 


There  arc  two  gates  to  the  mind — 
the  ear-gate  and  the  eye-gate.  Why 
not  use  both?  Chalk-talk  leader's 
treatments  of  the  International  Uniform 
Lessons  are  now  provided  in  The  Officer. 
It  also  contains  a  ready-to-usc  service  of 
worship.  Besides  these  features  The 
Officer  is  the  “News"  organ  by  which 
you  may  ke^  in  touch  with  the  latest  de¬ 
velopments  in  the  Sunday  School  field. 


The  Ofiicer  is  issued  monthly  at  50c. 
a  year,  or  15c.  a  quarter,  single  subscrip¬ 
tions;  or  35c.  a  year,  loc.  a  quarter  in 
clubs  of  3  or  more  to  one  address. 


For  sample  copies  address 


The  Methodist  Bode  Concern 


CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chicago  Bocton  Detroit  Pittsburgh 
Kansas  City  San  Francisco  PortlsuMl,  Ors. 


proven  g - O 

TOTt  to  our  pMtor  to  put  the  program  over. 
Under  hli  divine  leaderghlp  we  will  know  no 
faOure.— B.  Hutcherson,  Reporter. 


SoMretan,  Ala. — Mount  Pleasant  Methodist 
BpigcOTsl  Church  observed  the  WeA  of 
Prayer,  beglnningJanuary  2, 
thr<^  the  9th.  ^e  pastor  and  offleW  board 
invtt^tbe  Rev.  D.  D.  Vann,  of  Mt  Sterling, 
UP  to  preach  for  us.  This  was  Bro.  Vann  s 
old  home,  and  he  gave  most  effective  serv- 


Marlin,  Texas. — The  banner  of  true  Meth¬ 
odism  waves  in  Marlin  under  the  wise  leader¬ 
ship  of  our  much  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev. 
J.  G.  Browne,  who  is  proving  faithful  to  the 
work  assigned  to  his  hands  as  a  co-worker 
with  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.  Sunday,  Janu¬ 
ary  9,  was  a  high  day.  We  had  in  our  midst 
the  Rev.  J.  W,  Downs,  our  efficient  district 
superintendent.  He  was  at  his  best  both  at 
the  morning  and  evening  services.  The  first 
Quarterly  Conference  for  Marlin,  Davis 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  held 
January  10,  with  the  Rev.  Downs  presiding. 
A  largpe  number  of  officers  and  members  took 
part  in  the  business  session.  Collection  dur¬ 
ing  the  session  was  $87,20.  A  peculiar  cloud 
hovered  near  the  parsonage  early  Monday 
morning,  January  17,  and  later  Sisters 
Martha  Shaw,  Lulu  Conoly,  and  Bro.  S,  D. 
Curtis  informed  the  members  of  the  church 
that  a  “storm”  had  struck  the  parsonage, 
damaging  it  with  about  176  pounds  of  choice 
groceries.  The  members  soon  returned  to 
tbetr  various  homes,  since  behind  the  cloud 
they  could  see  the  sunshine — the  broad  smiles 
of  pastor  and  family. — ^Mlss  Ida  Mae  Wil¬ 
son,  Reporter. 

Wheeling,  W.  Va. — Women’s  Day,  observed 
Sunday,  January  80,  1927,  under  the  leader¬ 


ship  of  Mrs.  Arvella  Moe,  elicited  the  com¬ 
mendation  of  all  who  witnessed  it.  A  can¬ 
tata,  “The  Heavenly  Ladder,”  was  rendered 
at  the  morning  service.  This  was  directed 
by  Miss  Mary  L.  McMechen,  and  proved  to 
be  a  spiritual  benediction.  In  the  evening 
a  Biblical  pageant,  “The  Life  of  Joseph,” 
was  rendered  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Lelia  Dolan.  The  skill  with  which  the  Bib¬ 
lical  characters  were  dramatised  refiected 
much  credit  upon  the  participants,  and  evi¬ 
denced  talented  leadership.  Tha  Finance 
Committee,  Mrs.  Ada  J.  Stillyard,  Miss  Ella 
Jones,  and  Mrs.  Cornelia  Dickson,  made  the 
following  report:  Annie  Fermison,  $12.86; 
Carrie  Thompson,  $24.50;  Mamie  Kent, 
$25.50;  Lissie  Turner,  $80.29;  Mollie  Martin, 
$36;  Josephine  Bingham,  $37.85;  Sarah  Nick- 
ins,  $66;  Arvella  Moe,  $71.26;  Nellie  Mason,^ 
$118.25;  miscellaneous,  $44.11;  total,  $466jH 
Simpson  Church  is  approaching  the  close  of* 
another  Conference  year,  which  will  register 
an  advance  over  that  of  the  previous  year 
along  all  lines.  The  World  Serviefe  quota 
will  be  paid  in  full,  as  well  as  other  benev¬ 
olent  interests.  Seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  . 
Morgan  College  Crusade  pledges  have  been 
collected  and  reported.  The  heart  of  Wheel¬ 
ing  Methodism  l^ats  in  unison  with  the  great 
heart  of  the  general  church.  Count  on  her 
for  results. — Reporter. 


Shreveport,  La. — St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  The  membership  of  this  church 
wishes  to  thank  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  for  as¬ 
signing  to  us  for  this  Conference  year  Dr. 
W.  G.  Alston  as  pastor.  From  what  has  been 
accomplished  since  the  Annual  Conference 
adjourned,  the  people  of  ShrevMort  join  us 
in  saying  that  Dr.  Alston  is  a  God-send  for 
St.  Paul  and  Methodism  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  About  two  months  before  Confer¬ 
ence,  we  sold  our  beloved  property  on  Caddo 
Street,  and  entered  our  new  brick  structure 
in  September.  The  Rev.  J.  A.  Williams  car¬ 
ries  the  honor  of  being  at  the  helm  of  the 
old  church  during  the  erection  of  the  new 
edifice.  Dr.  Alston  came  to  us,  with  no  placjg 
to  be  called  a  parsonage,  and  facing  a  del^ 
almost  totaling  $20,000;  but  not  to  a  dis¬ 
couraged  membership.  Though  we  had  left 
a  site  where  we  had  made  nearly  sixty  ye®” 
history,  and  had  come  to  a  stupendous  ^sk 
for  our  small  membership,  we  felt  that  God 
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was  and  is  with  us,  and  Bishop  Jones  would 
do  Just  as  he  did  do  for  us — send  us  a  great 
man  to  lead  us  on  to  greater  success.  Dr. 
Alston  was  warmly  received  on  the  first  Sun¬ 
day  in  November,  and  now  is  comfortably 
located  In  a  neat  cottage,  with  three  rooms 
of  new  furniture.  Mrs.  Alston  came  to  us 
the  Sunday  after  Thanksgiving,  and  received 
the  usual  warm  reception.  St  Paul  is  known 
to  give  to  its  beloved.  Our  temporary  par¬ 
sonage  has  six  neatly  furnished  rooms,  a  bath, 
electric  lights  and  gas  which,  we  hope,  will 
add  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Alston’s  comfort  and 
encourage  them  to  desire  to  stay  with  us 
much  longer  than  the  bishop  will  permit  them 


to  stay.  District  Superintendent  David  held 
the  first  Quarterly  Conference  on  December 
21,  1926.  He  was  paid  in  fidl,  $56.26.  He 
expressed  himself  as  being  agreeably  sur¬ 
prised  with  the  success  and  work  being  done 
under  Dr.  Alston.  For  the  months  of  No¬ 
vember  and  December,  we  raised  through  our 
weekly  Tuesday  night  class  services  $785.41. 
Every  interest  and  every  debt  of  the  church 
has  been  satisfactorily  taken  care  of  tm  to 
date,  without  any  strain  or  special  efforts 
being  made.  Our  first  financial  drive  will 
be  staged  on  Easter  Sunday.  Expect  to 
hear  from  St.  Paul  after  Easter. — N.  H. 
Baker,  Financial  Secretary. 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

BROOKHAVEN  DISTRICT 

Firtt  Round — Brookhaven,  Carlos,  Febru¬ 
ary  12,  18;  Brookhaven  Ct.,  15,  16;  Bridge- 
ville,  19,  20;  Crystal  Springs  Ct.,  24;  Crystal 
Springs,  26,  27;  Hazlehurst,  March  6,6; 
KenoUa,  10;  Wesson,  12,  13;  McComb,  17; 
Summitt  and  Magnolia,  19,  20 ;  Foxworth 
and  New  Bethel,  S;  Columbia,  26,  27;  RUes 
and  Oma,  81;  Lampton,  April  2,  3;  Tyler- 
town,  9,  10;  Florence,  18;  Hub,  16,  \i. 

Dear  Brother  Ministers:  Don’t  wait  until 
Easter  to  raise  vour  World  Service.  Please 
make  every  week  count  and  use  Easter  for 
the  crowning  point.  I  am  expecting  each  and 
every  charge  to  report  over  the  top  for  World 
Service  on  Easter.  The  roll  will  be  called 
by  our  beloved  Bishop  Jones.  Yours  for  suc¬ 
cess,  G.  W.  Coleman,  Dist.  Supt. 

JACKSON  DISTRICT 

First  Round — Pratt  Memorial,  February 
17;  Jackson  Central,  18;  Brandon,  19,  20; 
Jackson  Ct.,  20;  Yasoo  City,  22;  Yasoo  Ct., 
23;  Lampkin,  24;  Craig,  25;  C^parle,  26, 
27;  Canton,  27,  28;  Canton  Ct,  March  1;  Car¬ 
thage,  2;  Pelahatchee,  3;  Morton,  4;  Forest, 
6.  6;  Tillion,  7. 

Pastors’  and  District  Stewards’  Council  will 
l)e  held  at  Central,  Jackson,  March  21.  Ali 
of  the  pastors  and  district  stewards  are  urged 
to  be  present  at  11  A.  M.  for  special  business 
touching  the  activities  of  the  district  Dear 
pastors  and  co-workers:  I  am  depending 
upon  you  to  put  every  ounce  of  your  strength, 
faith,  prayer,  and  force  of  your  leadership 
into  the  World  Service  drive,  that  we  may 
go  over  the  top  on  or  before  Easter,  April  17, 
God  being  our  Helper. — J.  S.  Williams,  Dist. 
Supt. 

MONTGOMERY  DISTRICT 

•  Second  Round — Tensaw,  Little  Zion,  March 
4;  Theodore,  5,  6;  Wesley  Chapel,  11-13; 
Chickasaw,  St.  John,  10-13;  Warren  St.,  18- 
20;  Pensacola,  Fla.,  26-27;  Brewton-Pollard, 
April  1-8;  Castleberry  Ct.,  2,  3;  Evergreen 
Ct,  Sand  Bar,  9,  10;  Georgiana  Mission,  12; 
Troy,  16-17;  Union  Springs,  14-17;  Union 
Springs  Ct.,  28,  24;  Booth  Ct,  29  to  May  1; 
MontTOmery,  6-8;  Eclectic  Ct.,  12-15;  We- 
tumpka  Ct.,  20-22. 

Dear  Co-laborers:  Let  us  observe  two 
weeks  of  prayer  leading  up  to  Easter — soul 
winning.  Roll  up  our  full  quota  of  World 
Service.  Then  for  our  Central  Alabama  In¬ 
stitute  quota.  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate  in  each  home.  A  revival  in  each  charge. 
— P.  P.  Wright  District  Superintendent 

Quarterly  Conferences 

ATHENS,  ALA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  Athens 
and  Oakland  circuit  of  the  Huntsville  Dis¬ 
trict,  was  held  at  Oakland,  January  22,  23, 
with  our  eiBcient  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  Whitfield,  presiding.  The  Con¬ 
ference  was  well  attended.  All  reports 

r  ihowed  a  marked  improvement  along  all 
lines  and  it  also  showed  that  the  work  was 
better  organised  than  in  previous  years.  We 
wish  to  thank  Bishop  Clair  for  our  new 
pastor.  Rev.  V.  D.  Oatman,  who  in  this 
short  time  has  ormnited  every  part  of  the 
Work,  and  under  nis  leadership  we  see  no 


reason  for  failure  in  putting  over  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Sunday,  at  11.80  A.  M.,  the  Rev. 
Whitfield  preached  to  a  crowded  house  from 
the  text,  “This  kind  cometh  by  praying  and 
fasting.’’  On  Sunday  evening,  at  7.30  o’clock, 
he  preached  at  Athens  to  a  full  house,  and 
his  sermon  was  inspiring.  The  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per  was  administered  to  seventy-one.  The 
services  closed  with  much  joy.  Paid  district 
superintendent  $26.  Total  amount  raised 
under  our  new  pastor  for  two  months,  $87, 
and  $6  for  World  Service. — Kaite  M.  Yar¬ 
brough,  Reporter. 

BAXLEY,  GA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Harper’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  January  ^  and  23.  Our  new  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  the  Rev.  S.  D.  Bankston, 
presided.  All  officers  were  present  with 
good  reports.  Every  department  of  the 
church  was  well  looked  after.  The  district 
superintendent’s  claim  was  raised,  ^1.60. 
Love  feast  was  held  at  10.80  A.  M.,  Sunday. 
The  district  superintendent  preached  at  the 
morning  service  from  2  Peter  2.  17.  His 
sermon  was  indeed  a  spiritual  feast.  Sun¬ 
day  school  was  held  at  8.80  P.  M.,  with  thirty- 
five  persons  in  attendance.  At.  7.30  P.  M. 
the  Rev.  Bankston  preached  a  wonderful 
sermon  from  St.  Luke  16.  4,  8,  12.  One  in¬ 
fant  was  baptised,  little  Avis  Commerce  For- 
mey.  Raised  for  the  quarter,  $66.13.  This 
closed  one  among  the  best  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ferences  ever  held  at  Baxley.  We  thank 
Bishop  Jones  and  his  cabinet  for  this  young 
Moses,  the  Rev.  Bankston,  and  also  for  our 
new  pastor,  the  Rev.  S.  P.  Bryant.  Through 
liis  leadership  Baxley  charge  has  taken  on  new 
life.  His  motto  is,  Go  Forward. — Mrs.  Alice 
B.  McNiel,  Reporter. 

CLOW,  ARK. 

The  membership  of  Wiley  Chapel  Metii- 
odist  Episcopal  Church  is  glad  indeed  to 
have  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Hannah  as  pastor.  The 
church  is  moving  along  nicely  in  every  re¬ 
ject.  We  must  thank  Bishop  Clair  and  the 
district  superintendent  for  sending  us  the 
Rev.  Hannah.  The  first  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  convened  January  16,  16,  with  the  Rev. 
W.  C.  Rivers,  district  superintendent,  pre¬ 
siding.  The  business  session  was  held  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  Officers  were  present 
with  written  reports.  On  Sunday  morning 
the  Rev.  Rivers  preached  a  wonderful  ser¬ 
mon  and  we  had  a  spiritual  love  feast.  The 
Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  by  the  Revs. 
Rivers,  Hannah,  G.  T.  Sampson,  and  the  Rev. 
A.  B.  Gamble,  of  the  Colored  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Quite  a  number  of  the 
Baptist  friends  were  present.  Paid  the  su¬ 
perintendent  $10.86 ;  paid  pastor  since  the 
Annual  Conference,  $18.46;  raised  for  other 
causes,  $6.92;  total,  ^6.22.  The  Rev.  Rivers 
made  splendid  talks  on  “Our  Duty  to  the 
Church,”  at  both  the  close  of  the  business 
session  on  Saturday  and  preaching  service 
on  Sunday  morning^  which  were  enjoyed  by 
all  present.  With  such  leaders  as  the  Rev. 
W.  C.  Rivers,  district  superintendent,  and 
the  Rev.  W.  H.  Hanpah,  pastory  we  can  do 
no  less  than  put  the  program  of  our  great 
church  over. — Miss  Georgia  V.  Jinkins,  Re¬ 
porter. 

DOWELLTOWN,  TENN. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  Lib¬ 
erty  circuit  met  in  Alexandria,  Tenn.,  De¬ 


cember  16,  17,  at  2.80  P.  M.  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Dr.  F.  N.  Collier.  All  members 
were  present  with  written  reports.  The  dis¬ 
trict' superintendent  saw  a  marked  improve¬ 
ment  from  the  first  Quarterly  Conference, 
and  was  much  pleased  with  reports.  We 
have  sent  $84,80  to  be  applied  on  World 
Service  claims,  and  six  subscribers  to  the 
Southwestern  from  the  Liberty  charge.  Dean 
Sutton  paid  us  a  visit  In  the  barest  of 
Walden  College.  Though  the  weather  was 
inclement,  a  large  crowd  was  present  to  hear 
him  and  a  good  collection  was  taken,  'i^e 
Rev.  F.  W.  Moore,  pastor,  is  looking  after 
every  department  of  the  church.  Dumg  the 
first  Quarterly  Conference  we  raised  $79  for 
all  purposes,  and  in  the  second  we  raised 
$189.  Our  motto  is  a  round  report  under 
our  new  pastor.  The  Rev.  Collier  preached 
at  11  A.  M.,  Sunday,  and  everyone  present 
enmyed  the  great  message  he  brouf^t  to  us. 
— Dock  Everett,  Reporter. 

HUBBARD,  TEXAS 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  Hub¬ 
bard  and  Dawson,  half  station,  was  held 
January  29,  80.  Our  district  superintendent. 
Dr.  J.  H.  Child,  preached  two  sermons,  di¬ 
dactic  in  form  and  inspiring  in  approach. 
We  are  very  pleased  to  have  our  pastor’s 
wife,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Phoenix,  who  has  been  at¬ 
tending  Sam  Huston  College,  with  us.  The 
church  is  moving  on  nicely  and  we  expect 
to  do  more  in  the  future.  Our  motto  is  a 
one  hundred  per  cimt  report. — Reporter, 

JESUP,  GA. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
at  Emory  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  January  16,  16,  with  the  Rev.  S.  D. 
Bankston,  the  new  and  efficient  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  presiding.  The  superintendent 
seemed  to  have  been  very  much  elated  over 
the  wonderful  progress  of  the  church  along 
all  lines.  His  brotherly  manner  in  presiding 
threw  a  spell  about  the  entire  Conference 
and  immediately  our  hearts  went  out  on  a 
new  mission  for  Christ  and  His  churcK  We 
pledged  to  make  this  the  greatest  year  in  the 
history  of  the  church.  The  services  Sunday 
were  a  delight  to  every  hearer.  'The  young 
life  of  the  church  is  in  full  bloom.  Young 
men  and  women  are  seeking  to  find  their 
places  in  the  church  and  the  various  auxil¬ 
iaries  to  do  service  for  God  and  humanity. 
With  the  co-operation  of  the  presidents, 
members,  and  the  unity  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  U. 
of  the  B^tist  Church,  in  the  afternoon  the 
Epworth  League  rendered  the  most  impres¬ 
sive  pro^am  in  the  history  of  the  chapter. 
Total  collection  for  the  day,  $36.60.  The 
district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full.  We 
are  proud  to  have  the  Rev.  O.  A.  Burns 
as  pastor ;  he  is  a  wideawake  young  man 
and  is  carefully  looking  after  every  interest 
of  the  church.  It  is  inestimable  as  to  what 
height  our  church  will  reach  under  his  ral- 
lant  leadership. — Mrs.  Martha  Thomas,  Re¬ 
porter. 

KNOXVILLE,  TENN. 

Seney’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church:  Our  second  Quarterly  Conference 
was  held  January  29.  Our  beloved  district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  F.  D.  Johnson,  was 
present  and  filled  the  chair.  On  account  of 
the  disagreeable  weather  and  the  illness  of 
many  -  of  the  members,  few  were  present. 
However,  the  spiritual  tide  ran  high.  Officers 
present  made  good  reports.  On  Sunday,  at 
11.80  o’clock,  the  Rev.  Johnson  preached  a 
most  wonderful  sermon;  subject,  “So  In¬ 
spiring  Life.”  The  superintendent  spoke 
words  of  encouragement  to  the  Conference 
and  complimented  the  pastor  and  members 
for  their  splendid  work.  The  Rev.  Hamilton 
and  the  Rev.  Point,  both  ex-pastors  of 
Seney’s  Chapel,  were  present  in  tM  morning 
service;  also  the  Rev.  Arnold  member  of  the 
East  Vine  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  We 
were  delighted  to  have  these  brothers  pres¬ 
ent.  Our  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  F. 
Shockley,  is  doing  a  great  work  at  this  church. 
The  superintendent  was  paid  In  full.  Pray 
that  we  shall  be  successful  in  raising  our 
World  Service  claims  and  also  Morristown 
College  claim.  We  are  trying  to  go  on  to 
success  and  fully  determined  to  put  the  pro¬ 
gram  over. — Jasper  Jackson,  Reporter. 
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MARION,  N.  C. 

The  Rev.  N.  J.  Pass,  our  district  super¬ 
intendent,  held  the  first  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Friday  night,  January  7,  and  Sunday, 
January  9.  The  business  session  was  held 
on  Priaay  night  and  all  officers  were  present 
and  rendered  good  reports.  Sunday  night 
the  Rev.  Pass  was  at  his  best  and  preached 
a  wonderful  sermon  to  a  large  audience. 
Paid  the  superintendent  in  full,  $25;  paid 
pastor  $10.80;  raised  for  the  day,  ^6.80,— 
Mrs.  Idella  C.  Erwin,  Reporter, 

MARTHAVILLE,  LA. 

Our  first  quarterly  meeting  convened  at 
Onion  Chapel,  with  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Earles, 
district  superintendent,  presiding,  January 
18,  19.  Dinner  was  served  by  the  sainted 
widow,  Mrs,  Julia  Van  Buren,  after  which 
our  beloved  pastor  and  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  together  with  the  officials,  returned  to 
the  church.  The  business  session  was  then 
held  and  the  officers  present  rendered  good 
reports.  Paid  the  quarterage  in  full;  raised 
this  Quarterly  Conference,  $100.  The  super¬ 
intendent  preached  at  night  from  Dan.  1.  8. 
We  are  proud  of  our  pastor  and  district 
superintendent. — Miss  Gennie  Mae  Essex, 
Jleporter. 

NASHVILLE,  TENN. 

Gordon  Memorial:  Our  district  superin¬ 
tendent  was  with  us  the  second  Sunday  in 
January  and  delivered  a  wonderful  sermon. 
The  following  Monday  night  the  first  quar¬ 
terly  meeting  was  held.  The  officers  rendered 
very  pleasing  reports.  The  Rev.  Sister  Lula 
Allen  gave  us  a  wonderful  message  on  the 
third  Sunday,  using  as  her  text,  “I  will  arise 
and  go  to  my  Father,”  St.  Luke  15.  18.  The 
Rev.  Wm.  Dickerson  was  before  us  on  the 
fourth  Sunday.  He  selected  for  his  discourse 
“The  Lord’s  Prayer.”  This  was  indeed  an 
excellent  sermon.  We  are  putting  on  a 
$1,000  rally  for  the  second  Sunday  in  June. 
The  plan  was  suggested  by  Bro.  H.  B.  King. 
Everyone  is  eager  to  help  put  over  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  year.  We  are  asking  for  your 
prayers  for  a  successful  year,  also  for  our 
'  sick  members. — ^The  Rev.  H.  P.  Gorden,  Pas¬ 
tor;  Mrs.  Geo.  Williams,  Reporter. 

OFFERMAN,  GA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Pat¬ 
terson  charge  convened  at  St.  James  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  January  22  and  23, 
with  the  Rev,  W.  H.  Odum,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  presiding.  After  some  timely  re¬ 
marks,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order.  All 
officers  present  made  good  reports,  showing 
advancement  along  all  Tines.  TTie  district  su¬ 
perintendent  expressed  himself  as  being 
highly  pleased  with  the  work  accomplished 
We  are  glad  to  say  we  are  alive,  and  are  do¬ 
ing  all  we  can  under  the  leadership  of  our 
pastor,  the  Rev.  D.  H.  Martin,  to  help  put 
the  program  over.  The  Rev.  Odum  preached 
a  stirring  sermon  at  11  A.  M.,  Sunday,  frpm 
St.  John  19.  5.  The  holy  sacrament  vias 
administered  by  the  superintendent,  assisted 
by  the  pastor.  The  superintendent  had 
charge  of  the  Sunday  school  at  3  P.  M.  Col¬ 
lection  amounted  to  $1.16,  of  which  $1  was 
riven  to  World  Service.  At  night  the  Rev. 
Odum  delivered  another  message  from  Mala- 
chl  8.  8.  Collection  for  the  day,  $12.70.  Paid 
district  superintendent  in  full. — Mrs.  Juliette 
Bell,  Reporter. 

PIITSBURGH,  PA. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  War¬ 
ren  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held 
Friday,  January  21,  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Naylor 
presiding.  The  devotional  exercises  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  D.  D.  Turpeau. 
Reports  from  ^  of  the  departments  of  the 
church  showed  much  progress.  An  increase 
of  $200  has  been  raised  for  the  World  Service 
since  the  Rev.  Turpeau  has  been  with  us.  A 
petition  was  presented  to  the  district  super¬ 
intendent,  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Naylor,  to  take 
to  Conference  for  the  return  of  our  pastor. 
Rev.  D.  D.  Turpeau.  The  petition  was 
signed  by  the  trustees,  stewards,  the  presi¬ 
dents  of  all  organizations  of  the  church,  and 
over  one  hundred  members.  He  has  done 
wonderful  work  In  the  past  three  years.  We 
are  hoping  to  have  him  back  for  three  years 
more.  We  are  proud  of  our  pastor. — R.  E. 
Payne,  Reporter. 


PITTSBURG,  TEXAS 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  Morris 
Chapel  was  held  January  29,  30  by  our  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Holden. 
The  reports  from  the  several  departments 
showed  advancement  along  all  lines,  and  the 
superintendent  expressed  himself  as  being 
highly  pleased  with  the  work  thus  far  ac¬ 
complished.  After  the  business  session  was 
over  the  members  and  visitors,  which  were 
many,  were  entertained  by  a  spelling  match, 
conducted  by  Mrs.  R.  L.  Hanson,  between 
the  citizens  and  the  school  children.  En¬ 
thusiasm  ran  high  and  the  prizes  were  won 
by  Miss  Mary  D.  Washington  and  Mrs.  Jessie 
Henderson.  On  Sunday  morning,  at  9.45 
o’clock,  Sunday  school  vas  conducted  by  Su¬ 
perintendent  P.  Nelms.  Attendance  was 
good.  At  11  A.  M.  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent  preached  a  wonderful  sermon.  Every 
man  and  woman  was  touched  with  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  At  3  P.  M.  the  pastors 
and  their  congregations  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopri  and  Colored  Methodist 
Episcopal  Churches  were  with  us.  Paid  the 
superintendent  in  full,  $25.  Amount  raised 
for  this  quarter,  $177.20. — Mrs.  R.  L.  Han¬ 
son,  Reporter;  the  Rev.  James  Clark,  Pastor. 

ROANOKE,  ALA. 

On  January  21-23,  Roanoke  circuit  met  at 
Bethel  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli,  Roan¬ 
oke,  Ala.,  with  the  Rev.  .1.  C.  Chuman,  our 
district  superintendent,  for  tlie  first  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference.  On  Friday  niglit  we  held 
our  business  session.  Dr.  Chuman  spoke 
briefly  of  the  success  of  last  year,  the  doings 
of  the  last  Annual  Conference,  and  depicting 
the  bright  future  ■  before  us.  At  the  close 
of  his  message  he  called  for  reports  from 
the  various  churches  on  the  circuit.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  reports  of  the  various  officers,  the 
work  of  the  Kingdom  is  being  well  taken 
care  of.  Our  membership  is  being  increased 
each  year.  At  the  close  of  the  business  ses¬ 
sion  the  superintendent  urged  that  every 
member  should  do  his  or  her  part  to  make 
this  a  great  year;  if  possible,  the  greatest 
in  the  history  of  the  church.  At  7.30  P.  M., 
Sunday,  the  Rev.  Chuman  preached  an  able 
sermon,  at  the  same  time  installing  our  offi¬ 
cers  for  1927.  At  the  close  of  the  sermon 
the  invitation  was  extended  and  several  per¬ 
sons  came  forward  and  partook  of  the  Ix>rd’s 
Supper.  We  raised  during  the  quarter 
$44.60;  paid  the  district  superintendent 
.$20.50,  and  the  pastor,  $23.60.  Let  every 
officer  and  member  work  and  pray  for  larg¬ 
est  results. — The  Rev.  R.  H.  Cox,  Pastor- 
Reporter. 

WATERTOWN,  TENN. 

The  fourth  Sunday  in  .lanuary  was  the 
date  of  our  second  Quarterly  Conference, 
held  at  Dowell  Chapel.  We  had  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  Sunday  school.  The  lesson  was 
taught  by  the  Rev.  F.  N.  Collier,  district 
superintendent.  He  preached  stirring  ser¬ 
mons  at  both  services.  His  text  at  the  eleven 
o’clock  hour  was  taken  from  Acts  3.  1;  sub¬ 
ject,  “A  Miracle  at  the  Beautiful  Gate.” 
At  7.30  P.  M.  he  preached  from  Gen.  22.  6; 
subject,  “What  to  Do  With  Help  That  Hin¬ 
ders.”  Total  collection  for  the  day,  $16.66. — 
Miss  Savernah  Alexander,  Reporter. 

District  Conferences  and 
Conventions 

ATLANTA  DISTRICT  STEWARDS’ 
MEETING 

The  Atlanta  District  Stewards’  meeting 
was  held  in  Newnan  Chapel  Methodist  Epis-. 
copal  Church,  January  14,  with  the  Rev.  J. 
W.  Queen,  district  superintendent,  in  the 
ch&ir.  The  devotional  service  was  conducted 
by  Dr.  C.  L.  .Johnson,  our  pastor  of  the 
South  Atlanta  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  Scripture  lesson  was  read  from  St.  John 
14,  from  which  he  made  some  helpful  re¬ 
marks.  The  Rev.  H.  E.  Burns  was  then 
elected  secretary.  Most  of  the  pastors  and 
district  stewards  were  present.  The  object 
of  the  meeting  was  then  stated  by  the  district 
superintendent.  Every  phase  of  the  business 
pertaining  to  this  meeting  was  laid  before  the 
stewards  of  this  district.  Each  one  took  an 
active  part  in  the  discussions.  The  district 


superintendent’s  salary  was  fixed  at  $2,000, 
this  putting  him  in  the  lead  of  anv  district 
superintendent  in  the  Atlanta  Conference  in 
point  of  salary.  This  was  said  to  have  been 
the  most  interesting  District  Steward  meet¬ 
ing  ever  held  in  the  Atlanta  District. 

It  can  easily  be  said  that  the  Rev.  Queen 
is  doing  a  great  work  on  the  Atlanta  Dis¬ 
trict.  Fine  talks  were  made  by  the  Revs. 
H.  E.  Burns,  E.  J.  Knight,  and  J.  Griffith 
on  “Evangelism.”  We  were  entertained  by 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Griffith,  who  is  now  the  pop¬ 
ular  pastor  of  this  loyal  people.  Here  the 
Rev.  C.  W.  Adams  spent  seventeen  years  of 
his  life  among  these  good  people.  Too  much 
cannot  be  said  of  the  good  women  who  gave 
us  such  a  fine  dinner.  Each  district  stew¬ 
ard  and  pastor  went  away  happy. — Rev.  J.  H. 
Brandon,  Reporter. 

DISTRICT  STEWARDS’  WORLD  SERV¬ 
ICE  COUNCIL 

Tlie  District  Stewards’  World  Service 
Council  meeting  of  the  Waycross  District 
was  called  to  order  by  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  W.  H.  Odum,  in  the  city  of 
Barnesville,  Ga.  The  Rev.  Odum  conducted 
the  devotions  and  gave  some  interesting  re¬ 
marks  as  to  how  we  should  love  our  church. 
Organization  was  then  perfected:  District  Su¬ 
perintendent,  W.  H.  Odum;  president.  Rev. 
T.  M.  Bush;  layman  of  Barnesville,  vicer 
president;  W.  H.  Brown,  Jr.,  Forsrih,  sec¬ 
retary;  J.  A.  Gardner,  Liberty  H'ill  charge, 
treasurer.  The  district  superintendent’s  sal¬ 
ary  was  fixed  at  $1,000.  Barnesville,  .$40; 
Liberty  Hill,  .$25;  Forsyth,  $36;  Cordele,  $8; 
Macon,  $12.60.  The  Conference  voted  the 
$630  World  Service  money  be  divided  between 
Forsyth  and  Barnesville;  Forsyth,  $265; 
Barnesville,  $265.  The  meeting  adjourned. 
Tliose  present  were  then  led  to  a  table 
heavily  laden  with  delicious  eats.  —  II. 
Brown,  .Ir.,  Reporter. 

FORREST  .CITY  DISTRICT  GROUP 
MEETING 

Groui>  No.  2,  of  Forrest  City  District, 
held  its  session  in  I.,iv'ingston  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Marianna,  Ark., 
January  10,  1927.  Hour  of  .service  was  ob¬ 
served  at  12  o’clock.  The  Rev.  .1.  H. 
Ilatcliett,  district  superintendent,  presided. 
Devotional  services  were  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  B.  F.  Scott,  pastor,  and  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Speed.  The  opening  subject  was,  “The  Gen¬ 
eral  Church  Program.”  After  much  discus¬ 
sion  it  was  thought  right  and  useful  th‘ 
the  program  of  the  general  church  become 
fully  a  part  of  the  Forrest  City  District,  and 
that  it  he  adjustable  to  the  local  condition 
where  assignments  have  been  made.  District 
Superintendent  Hatchett  had  the  work  very 
beautifully  outlined  in  monthly  topics — 
January: ’(a)  Spiritual  depths  of  the  church; 
(h)  Discovering  the  prospects  of  the  com¬ 
munity;  (c)  A  .survey  to  be  made  success¬ 
ful.  So  the  topics  for  January  were  thor¬ 
oughly  thrashed  out  by  the  ministers.  Much 
enthusiasm  for  better  workers  and  willing 
services  was  derived  from  the  conclusion  of 
the  discussion.  February  topics:  (a)  Train¬ 
ing  personal  w'orkers;  (b)  Plans  for  raising 
World  Service.  These  topics  were  approved 
by  all  present.  With  the  inspiration  of  the 
work  done  by  Group  No.  2,  it  was  unani¬ 
mously  decided  that  a  group  program  he 
held,  and  the  same  should  be  named,  “Goal 
Drivers  of  Forrest  City  District,  Group  No. 
2.”  The  charges  belongfing  to  Group  No.^  2 
are:  Marianna,  Scotts  Valley,  Marianna  cir¬ 
cuit,  Palestine  circuit,  Helena,  Crawfords- 
ville,  Moro,  Brickeys  and  Kokomo,  Hughes 
circuit.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in 
New  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Hughes  circuit.  Benediction  by  the  Rev. 
R.  B.  Maxwell.— Rev.  Wm.  Speed,  Chairman : 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Gill,  Secretary-Treasurer;  Rev. 
J.  H.  Hatchett,  District  Superintendent. 

PASTORS’  AND  DISTRICT  STEWARDS’ 
COUNCIL 

The  Council  of  Pastors  and  District  Stew¬ 
ards  of  the  Tuscaloosa  District  convened  in 
St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Eutaw, 
Ala.,  Tuesday,  January  4,  1927.  The  devo¬ 
tions  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  E.  Green, 
our  pastor  at  Akron.  Dr.  R.  R.  Williauis 
read  Isaiah  62.  1-6.  He  said  in  part:  “This 
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year  brings  new  responsibilities,  and  we  have 
a  great  task  before  us.  Let  each  one  stand 
at  his  post  and  do  the  work  assigned  him; 
organise  your  people,  put  on  your  program, 
and  begin  the  Lord’s  work  at  once.  Let  this 
be  your  motto:  Leave  no  stone  unturned.” 
Prayer  was  offered  by  Dr.  Williams.  The 
Rev.  B.  Williams  was  elected  secretary.  The 
roll  was  called.  A  large  number  answered 
present.  Bro.  F.  W.  Williams  was  absent 
on  account  of  illness,  and  Bro.  D.  D.  Vann, 
on  account  of  a  previous  engagement,  could 
not  be  present.  A  vote  was  taken,  accept¬ 
ing  these  excuses.  The  council  also  expressed 
their  regret  and  sympathy  in  the  illness  of 
Bro.  Williams,  and  wish  for  him  a  speedy 
recovery.  The  council  expressed  in  strong 
terms  its  disapproval  of  the  pastors  and 
stewards  who  were  absent  without  excuses. 
The  following  committee  was  appointed  on 
World  Service:  E.  Green,  C.  Williams,  and 
Ben  Williams.  On  apportioning  the  amount 
to  be  raised  for  the  rebuilding  of  our  Con¬ 
ference  school.  West  End,  Birmingham:  J. 
C.  Houghton,  C.  H.  Payne,  and  B.  S.  Kirk. 
The  amount  apportioned  the  Tuscaloosa  Dis¬ 
trict  for  the  rwuilding  of  Central  Alabama 
Institute  was  $8,800.  This  amount  was  pro¬ 
rated,  as  follows:  Akron,  $260;  Bessemer, 
$500;  Clinton  Ct.,  $200;  Eutaw,  $200;  Gaines¬ 
ville,  $250;  Marion,  $600;  Marietta,  $150; 
Gordo  Ct.,  $150;  Mt.  Sterling,  $i00;  Mantua, 
$450;  Oak  Grove,  $400;  IMscaloosa,  $600; 
Hoide  Mission,  $50;  Union  Ct.,  $400.  The 
district  superintendent’s  salary  was  fixed  at 
$2,000.  The  stewards  also  recommended  that 
one-fifth  of  the  amount  assessed  and  raised 
on  pastors’  salary  be  raised  by  plans  put 
forth  by  the  finance  committee  of  stewards, 
aided  by  the  pastor  and  backed  up  by  the 
membership,  for  retired  ministers,  forward¬ 
ing  same  to  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  631  Baronne 
St.,  New  Orleans.  Strong  resolutions  were 
passed  adopting  all  of  the  work  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  committees.  The  council,  with  one  con¬ 
sent,  pledged  to  stand  by  the  program  as 
laid  down  by  the  church  and  by  our  efficient 
leader  and  brother.  Dr;  Williams. — B.  S. 
Kirk,  Reporter. 

PREACHERS’  MEETING,  BATON 
ROUGE  DISTRICT 
The  Preachers’  Meeting  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  was  held  at  Port  Allen,  La.,  Janu¬ 
ary  11,  1927,  in  Scott  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  the  Rev.  D.  S.  Sloan,  pastor. 

meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  Rev.  B.  J.  Reddix.  The 
following  ministers  answered  the  roll  call; 
A.  W.  M.  Obee,  C.  Jenkins,  W.  Harrell,  D. 
S.  Sloan,  L.  Thomas,  J.  A.  Williams,  A. 
Taylor,  J.  C.  Brown,  T.  H.  Sampson,  J.  A. 
Vincent,  J.  D.  Frazier,  R.  Sanford,  P.  Gas¬ 
kin,  J.  M.  McCollum.  The  new  ministers  on 
the  district  this  year  were  introduced;  C. 
Jenkins,  P.  Gaskins,  J.  A.  Williams,  L. 
Thomas,  A.  W.  M.  Obee,  and  Mrs.  Peter 
Gaskins,  local  preacher. 

Organization:  The  Rev.  B.  J.  Reddix,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent;  J.  O.  Brown,  president 
Baton  Rouge  District  Councii;  W.  Harrell, 
vice-president;  J.  A.  Williams,  secretary;  A. 
W.  M.  Obee,  treasurer;  J.  M.  McCollum,  re- 
l)orter.  The  business  was  dispatched  in  the 
usual  way.  The  Rev.  B.  J.  Reddix  delivered 
an  able  address  on  the  “Need  of  Co-oper¬ 
ation.”  It  was  quite  an  inspiration  to  the 
ministers  who  heard  him.  He  outlined  plans 
for  raising  World  Service  money,  also  col¬ 
lection  for  Gulfside  and  other  benevolences 
of  the  church.  The  plans  were  unanimously 
adopted.  The  first  Quarterly  Conference 
was  held  at  night.  Devotional  exercises  were 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  A.  Taylor  and  the 
Rev.  J.  M.  McCollum,  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Reddix 
being  the  principal  speaker.  The  meeting 
adjourned  with  many  thanks  to  the  pastor. 
Rev.  Sloan,  and  the  members  of  Scott  Chapel 
for  the  way  in  which  they  entertained  the 
meeting.  Ous  motto  is:  Every  charge  on  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  one  hundred  per  cent 
efficient  in  its  work. — J.  M.  McCollum,  Re¬ 
porter. 

WACO  DISTRICT  GROUP  MEETING 
The  Waco  District  Group  Meeting  met  at 
Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Rev.  B.  A.  Byars,  pastor.  The  Rev.  J.  W. 
Downs,  district  superintendent,  called  the 


Conference  to  order.  After  devotion,  the 
Conference  went  into  organization.  Prof.  A. 
C.  Wilson  was  elected  secretary;  the  Rev. 
C.  S.  Willhtms,  treasurer;  M.  B.  Bnrkley, 
reporter  to  the  papers.  Plans  for  the  years 
work  were  discuss^  by  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  after  which  he  delivered  his  morn¬ 
ing  message  from  Luke  8.  4.  He  preached 
a  wonderful  sermon.  Ihe  meetings  were 
highly  spiritual  throughout  the  session.  They 
rekindled  in  us  new  resolutions  and  fresn 
determinations  to  go  forth  in  our  respective 
fields  and  push  the  program.  The  new  men 
on  the  district  were  Drought  forward  for  in¬ 
troduction:  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Brown,  ex-dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  Victoria  District;  the 
Revs.  S.  Green,  C.  Young,  T.  Davis.  The 
devotional  meetings  were  led  by  the  Revs. 
W.  B.  Lott,  Palmer,  and  A.  D.  Holden.  The 
Rev.  C.  S.  Williams  was  elected  Conference 
evangelist.  The  district  was  divided  into 
three  groups,  with  an  ex-district  superintend¬ 
ent  leading  each  group.  No.  1,  Rev.  J.  G. 
Brown;  No.  2,  W.  B.  Lott;  No.  8,  Rev.  C. 
S.  Williams.  Prof.  J.  S.  Henry  and  A.  C. 
Wilson,  two  laymen,  took  good  care  of  that 
part  of  the  program  assigned  to  them.  We 
wish  more  of  the  laymen  would  visit  these 
meetings,  for  they  are  the  working  material 
with  which  the  pastor  has  to  work  in  put¬ 
ting  over  his  program.  President  T.  R. 
Davis,  of  Sam  Huston  College,  came  in  with 
his  share  for  the  school,  and  February  18  will 
tell  just  how  much  we  appreciated  the  in¬ 
formation  he  gave  us  concerning  the  college. 
Let  the  dollars  do  the  talking.  This  was  a 
dorious  meeting  of  the  ^stors  of  the  Waco 
District.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
the  Rev.  6.  A.  Byars  and  his  good  people 
of  Mt  Zion  for  their  excellent  entertainment. 
The  Rev.  Downs’  last  words  on  leaving  were, 
“Men,  men,  I  see  the  enemy  we  must  con¬ 
quer.”  Motto,  Watch  Us  Grow. — Reporter. 

Obituaries 

BOOKER — Mrs.  Charlotte  Booker,  a  faith¬ 
ful  member  of  Godman  Methodist  Episcopai 
Churcb,  Baldwin,  La.,  passed  away  Decem¬ 
ber  30,  1926,  at  8.05  A.  M.,  at  the  home  of 
her  dear  friends  with  whom  she  was  spend¬ 
ing  a  few  months,  Mrs.  Margaret  Pickett 
and  daughter,  Mrs.  Carrie  E.  Pickett  Ed¬ 
mond.  Sister  Booker  lived  a  consistent 
Christian,  a  loyal  and  active  member  all 
of  her  church  life.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  C.,0.  Johnson  Tabernacle,  which  cared 
for  the  funeral.  Her  life  carried  with  it 
those  beautiful  qualities  which  had  its  effect 
upon  .those  with  whom  she  came  in  contact. 
She  leaves  two  sons,  grandchildren,  relatives, 
and  many  friends  to  mourn  her  passing.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  tbe  pastor.  Rev. 
E.  C.  Goins,  assisted  by  Bro.  George  Smith. — 
Carrie  E.  Edmond,  Reporter. 

BRINKLEY — The  funeral  services  of  Sister 
P.  A.  Brinkley  were  held  at  Wesley  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Kosciusko, 
Miss.,  January  8,  1927,  conducted  by  tbe 
pastor.  Rev.  C.  V.  Heffner,  followed  by  the 
Rev.  J.  A.  Carr,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  who  delivered  a  short  invocation  and 
also  extolled  the  life  and  virtue  of  Sister 
Brinkley  in  all  of  her  dealings  with  her 
neighbors.  She  was  fair  and  square  and  was 
loved  by  all.  She  is  survived  by  two  sons, 
E.  D.  Wells,  of  Oakland,  Calif.,  and  Nicholas 
Wells,  of  this  place.  She  was  tenderly  laid 
to  rest  in  Odd  Fellows  Cemetery.  Sister 
Brinkley  was  eighty-five  years  old. — Mrs.  P. 
L.  Bullock,  Reporter. 

BROWN — Sister  Priscilla  Brown,  a  faithful 
member  and  recording  steward  of  Shepherd 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Man¬ 
hattan,  Kans.,  departed  this  life  on  January 
4,  1927,  at  4  A.  M.  The  expressions  of  real 
S3rmpathy  shown  by  both  races  were  indeed 
marvellous.  Bro.  Robt.  Brown,  the  husband, 
spared  no  pains  in  putting  away  the  remains, 
making  it  such  as  is  worthy  of  a  good  Chris¬ 
tian  wife  and  mother.  We  cannot  soon  forget 
her,  for  she  was  the  first  sister  of  the  church 
we  met  on  arriving  in  the  city.  As  recording 
steward  she  had  every  information  ready  at 
hand  to  give,  and  she  did.  She  faithfully 
performed  her  duties  of  office  up  to  Sunday 
night,  January  2,  and  died  Tuesday  morning, 
January  4. — G.  T.  Saxton,  Pastor. 


BULLEN — On  Tuesday,  December  27,  1926, 
while  motoring  to  Friars  Point,  Mias.,  from 
near  Clarksdale,  Miss.,  the  ear  in  which  Prof. 
J.  C.  Bullen,  Jr.,  was  riding,  together  with 
another  professor,  collided  with  a  train  bound 
for  Memphis,  Tenn.,  tbe  result  being  one  of 
the  most  lamentable  tragedies  of  recent  oc¬ 
currence.  At  first  Professor  Bullen’s  injuries 
were  not  judged  as  fatal,  but  at  250  A.  M. 
he  passed  into  the  pcat  beyond.  The  body 
was  shipped  to  Oarksdale  on  Thursday, 
where  it  was  met  bv  his  loving  wife,  children, 
and  father.  The  funeral  services  were  Md 
in  Haven  Chapel  Methodist  Episci^al 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  The 
faculty,  student  body,  and  host  of  friends 
attended  the  service,  which  was  one  of  the 
most  pathetic  ever  held  in  Clarksdale. 
Brother  Bullen  was  bom  in  Fayette,  Miss, 
about  thirty-seven  years  ago,  receiving  his 
training  in  the  city  schools  and  at  .Aacorn 
College.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  seventeen  years.  Other 
services  were  held  in  Adams  Chapel,  Fay¬ 
ette,  Miss.,  on  January  1,  with  the  Rev.  I.  R. 
Kersh,  pastor,  officiating.  Dr.  J.  R.  Ross 
was  master  of  ceremonies.  Professor  John¬ 
son  moke  encouraging  words,  ^ving  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  work  done  at  nis  school  by 
Brother  Bullen,  after  which  the  Rev.  J.  P. 
Lewis  spoke  briefiy  of  the  boyhood  days  of 
the  deceased.  His  remains  were  deposited 
in  the  Fayette  cemetery. — Reporter. 

CURRY — ^The  Rev.  C.  W.  Curry,  a  local 
preacher  of  Thompson  Chapel  Metho^t 
Episcopal  Church,  Canfield,  Ark.,  departed 
this  life  Saturday,  January  8,  1927,  at  Tex¬ 
arkana,  Ark.  His  body  was  brought  to  Can- 
field  for  burial.  He  was  steward  and  trustee, 
and  was  loyal  to  his  church.  He  joined  the 
church  in  1910  and  five  years  later  was  li¬ 
censed  to  preach.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his 
passing  a  wife,  two  daughters,  four  sons,  and 
a  host  of  relatives  and  friends.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  the  writer,  which  was 
largely  attended.  Burial  was  at  Canfield. — 
G.  G.  Troupe,  Pastor. 

DELONG — Bro.  T.  W.  Delong,  a  faithful 
member  and  local  preacher  of  St.  Luke  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcraal  Church,  died  from,  shock 
caused  by  a  fire  on  Sunday  morning,  January 
16,  1927,  which  destroyed  the  Odd  Fellows 
Hall  and  the  T.  B.  A.  Hall  and  other  prop¬ 
erty.  Brother  Delong  was  one  of  the  best 
dtizens  of  Bayou  Goula,  La.,  having  been 
janitor  for  the  Dorseyville  Public  School  for 
many  years.  Many  boys  and  girls  were  edu¬ 
cated  by  him.  He  was  sixty-four  years  of 
a^,  and  had  spent  thirty  years  as  a  teacher. 
His  remains  were  taken  charge  of  by  the 
Odd  Fellows  of  Plaquemine,  La.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  participated  in  the  funeral  services, 
which  were  held  at  St  Luke  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  The  Rev.  Mitchdl,  Professor 
Reddick,  Mr.  W.  M.  Thompson,  Mr.  Joseph 
Johnson,  Mr.  W.  M.  Clemmon,  the  Rev.  R.  A. 
Parker,  the  Revs.  F.  R.  Golden,  Handy, 
Domonique,  A.  L.  Davis,  and  C.  H.  Stnr^ 
The  Rev.  A.  C.  Mitchell  preached  the  funeral 
sermon.  Brother  Delong  leaves  to  mourn 
their  loss  a  wife,  one  son,  two  daughters,  and 
a  host  of  relatives  and  friends. — S.  J.  Thomas, 
Reporter. 

HAMILTON — On  January  16,  1927,  the  Rev. 
W.  J.  Hamilton  departed  this  life  at  Black- 
shear,  Ga.  He  was  born  in  Camden  County, 
Georgia,  and  was  about  sixty  years  old.  He 
was  formerly  a  public-school  teacher  and 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  joined  the  ministry 
in  1895  and  preached  about  thirty-two  years. 
He  leaves  a  wife,  one  son,  one  sister,  and 
many  friends  to  mourn  their  loss,  for  to  know 
him  was  to  love  him.  The  following  took 
part  in  the  funeral  services:  The  Revs.  G.  C. 
Burke,  P.  B.  Gibson  (pastor),  J.  W.  Ham¬ 
mett,  D.  H.  Martin,  D.  R.  Cooper,  Mrs. 
Mollie  Floyd,  the  Revs.  E.  T.  Michael,  W.  H. 
Odum  (dirtrict  superintendent),  and  W.  W. 
Clemmons. — P.  B  Gibson,  Reporter 

INGE — Sister  Emma  Inge,  a  faithful  mem¬ 
ber  of  Blue’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Scooba  circuit.  Miss.,  departed  this 
life  Sunday,  January  9,  1927.  Sister  Inge 
joined  the  church  under  tbe  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  P.  R.  Crump  when  very  young,  and 
lived  a  consistent  Christian  until  she  was 
called  from  labor  to  reward.  She  was  a 
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devoted  Christian  and  was  always  at  her 
post  of  duty,  never  leaving  a  stone  unturned. 
A  very  large  crowd  was  present  at  the 
funeral.  Among  the  ministers  present  were 
the  Revs.  Isom  Pettus,  P.  F.  Howse,  and 
W.  A.  Wiggins.  She  leaves  a  husband, 
mother,  sisters,  brothers,  and  a  host  of  other 
relatives  and  friends  to  mourn  her  passing. 
The  funeral  wais  conducted  by  the  pastor. 
Rev.  P.  L.  Williams. — Reporter. 

JACKSON — Sister  Dilsy  Jackson  died  Jan¬ 
uary  4,  1927,  after  having  suffered  for  some 
time  with  heart  trouble.  She  joined  the 
-church  at  nine  years  of  age  and  lived  a 
Christian  life  for  forty  years.  She  leaves 
a  husband,  nine  children,  relatives,  and  a 
host  of  friends  to  mourn  her  departed  life. 
The  funeral  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  L. 
Kirvin,  pastor  of  Thomas  circuit.  La.  Let 
us  remember  her  stricken  family  and  ask 
Him  who  knows  our  hearts  to  remember 
th^m  in  their  bereavement. — Mrs.  S.  J.  Jack- 
son,  Reporter. 

MITCHELL — On  December  27,  1926,  death 
claimed  Bro.  Ivy  Mitchell,  a  faithful  member 
of  Mallalieu  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
New  Albany,  Miss.  He  was  a  devoted  hus¬ 
band,  a  loving  father,  amd  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  a  trustee  and  janitor  of  Malla- 
lleu  Church.  He  had  served  the  church  in 
this  capacity  for  two  years,  and  was  always 
willing  to  do  what  his  hands  found  to  do. 
He  leaves  to  mourn  his  passing  a  faithful 
wife  and  three  daughters.  The  funeral  was 
attended  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  A.  G.  Marshall. 
Brother  Mitchell  was  a  member  of  the  Col¬ 
ored  Benevolent  Society,  Camp  No.  104. — 
Mrs.  O.  C.  Marshall,  Reporter. 

QUINN — ^Yansa  Quinn,  of  Ackerman,  Miss., 
passed  from  labor  to  reward  Saturday,  Janu¬ 
ary  8,  1927.  He  was  indeed  a  good  soldier 
of  Christ.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  passing 
eight  children  and  two  sisters.  Brother 
Q^nn  was  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  N.  B. 
Brooks  at  Mt.  Harmon  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  the  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in 
Eanon  cemetery. — E.  L.  Quinn,  Reporter. 

Marriages 

CALDWELI^RIVERIES  — On  January  9, 
1927,  Mr.  Hannie  Caldwell  and  Miss  Minnie 
Riveries  were  united  in  matrimony  at  the 
parsonage  of  Springhill  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Rembert,  S.  C.,  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
J.  Wesley  Williams.  Both  are  young,  active 
members  of  Rock  Hill  Church.  We  wish  for 
them  much  success  and  happiness. — N.  C. 
Williams,  Reporter. 

D^VIS-REYNOLDS — On  January  16,  1927, 
Mr.  Myers  Davis  and  Miss  Artis  Reynolds 
were  married  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  Rem¬ 
bert,  S.  C.,  the  Rev.  Wesley  Williams  offici¬ 
ating.  Over  two  hundred  friends  were  pres¬ 
ent  to  witness  the  ceremony.  A  grand  re¬ 
ception  was  held  after  the  marriage  ceremony. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  members  of  Rock 
HUl  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  We  pre¬ 
dict  for  them  a  bright  future. — N.  C.  Wil¬ 
liams,  Reporter. 

JENKINS-ALLEN— On  December  2,  1926, 
Mr.  Tom  Jenkins  and  Miss  Lucille  Allen 
were  united  in  matrimony  at  Natchitoches, 
I^.  On  December  4,  1926,  Mr.  Clarence  Hart 
and  Miss  Rosa  May  Jackson  were  joined 
together  in  holy  wemock,  and  on  Janua^  9, 
1927,  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  Mr.  John 
Cross  and  Miss  Lucille  Quinn  were  joined 
in  matrimony.  All  ceremonies  were  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Rev.  Chas.  Anderson. — Re¬ 
porter. 

JOHNSON-YOUNG — A  very  pretty  wed¬ 
ding  ceremony  was  performed  at  St  Thomas 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Willis,  Texas, 
November  28,  19^,  when  Miss  Addie  Nell 
Youngbecame  the  bride  of  Mr.  Charlie  John¬ 
son.  Tlie  wedding  march  was  played  by  Mrs. 
Olia  Davenport  The  bride  was  accompanied 
by  her  mother,  Mrs.  Clara  Young,  and  the 
groom  was  accompanied  by  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Ida  Davis.  They  were  united  in  holy  wed¬ 
lock  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  B.  F.  Jackson.  Both 
are  prominent  young  members  of  this  church. 
We  hope  for  their  Christian  spirit  to  con¬ 


tinue,  and  a  long,  happy  life. — D.  Bryant, 
Reporter. 

LANDRY-ORPHIE— At  the  parsonage,  St. 
Martinsville,  La.,  on  January  20,  1927,  Mr. 
Joseph  Landry  and  Miss  Orthimise  Orphie 
were  happily  married.  We  wish  for  them  ,a 
long  ana  happy  life.  The  Rev.  J.  A.  Landry 
officiated. — Reporter. 

LONDON-PARKER— Mr.  Tom  London  and 
Miss  Elisabeth  Parker  were  joined  together 
in  holy  wedlock  January  5,  1927,  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker,  by  the  Rev.  C.  Jen¬ 
kins,  pastor  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Richland  Hill,  La.  May  God’s  bless¬ 
ing  and  spiritual  benediction  be  with  them 
always. — The  Rev.  C.  Jenkins,  Reporter. 

RICHARDSON  -  COLEMAN  —  Jake  Rich¬ 
ardson  and  Miss  Harriett  Coleman  were  mar¬ 
ried  at  St  Peter  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Jeanerette,  La.,  January  8,  1927.  The  Rev. 
T.  P.  Norris  performed  the  ceremony. — Re¬ 
porter. 

SAMUEL-FRENCHER— Mr.  Zack  Samuei 
and  Miss  Pearl  Frencher  were  happily  mar¬ 
ried  on  Sunday  evening,  January  2,  1927,  at 
the  George  C.  Hixon  Hospital,  Electric  Mills, 
Miss.  Mr.  Samuel  is  a  member  of  St.  Mark 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Dekalb,  Miss., 
and  Mrs.  Samuel  is  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Macon,  Miss.  The 
bride  u  as  also  a  nurse  in  the  George  C.  Hixon 
Hospital.  Quite  a  number  of  friends  at¬ 
tended  the  wedding.  We  wish  for  them  a 
smooth  sail  through  life.  The  Rev.  E.  H. 
Williams  officiated. — H.  C.  Scott,  Reporter. 

TYLER-HUSTON— On  December  16,  1926, 
at  the  parsonage,  St.  Martinville,  La.,  Mr. 
Wesley  Tyler  and  Miss  Calvina  Huston  were 
united  in  holy  wedlock.  The  Rev.  J.  A. 
Landry  officiated.  May  God’s  richest  blessing 
attend  them. — Reporter. 

WILLIAMS-WESLEY— Granville  B.  Wil¬ 
liams,  a  loyal  young  district  steward  of 
New  Fountain  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Netherlands,  Mo.,  and  Miss  Lovie  M.  Wes¬ 
ley,  of  the  Mt.  Carmel  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  of  Netherlands,  on  the  26th  day  of 
December,  1926,  were  joined  in  holy  wedlock 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  at  6.80  P.  M.,  in 
the  presence  of  relatives  and  friends.  On  the 
following  day  a  reception  was  given.  The 
couple  received  many  beautiful  presents.  We 
wish  for  them  a  smooth  and  happy  sail  o’er 
life’s  sea.  The  Rev.  P.  Dantxler  officiated. — 
Mrs.  P.  Dantsler,  Reporter. 

Woman’s  Column 

To  the  Ministers’  Wives  of  the  Lexington 
Conference;  We  are  anxious  to  bring  our 
endowment  fund  up  to  the  standard  we’ve 
been  striving  for.  Each  minister’s  wife  is 
asked  to  try  to  have  her  $10  this  year  at 
Conference  in  Indianapolis.  We  are  making 
strides  toward  helping  the  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  and  Relief,  and  mso  in  our  annual  dis¬ 
tribution  at  the  Conference.  Let  us  rally 
and  try  to  make  this  our  banner  year. — Mrs. 
R.  F.  Broaddus,  President;  Mrs.  W.  P.  Kel¬ 
logg,  Secretary.  ' 

Savannah,  Oa. — To  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Savannah  Annual 
Conference,  Savannah  District — Dear  Sisters: 
Annual  Conference  is  over,  Christmas  has 
passed,  now  let  us  all  put  over  the  program 
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of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
this  year.  For  eight  years  I  have  been  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Savannah  District,  and  this  dis¬ 
trict  has  won  the  pennant  every  year.  Let 
us  not  fall  short  this  year.  Savannah  District 
knows  no  failure.  Any  charge  without  an 
auxiliary  will  please  notify  Lucy  Lovette, 
1021  West  48d  Street,  Savannah,  Ga.,  or  L.  A. 
Pierce,  Alley,  Ga.,  Route  1.  Either  of  us 
will  be  glaa  to  organize  for  you.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  our  district  meeting 
March  24,  at  Odum,  Ga.  Meet  us  there  with 
good  reports. — Lucy  Lovette,  District  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Columhvs,  Oa. — To  the  local  presidents  and 
district  secretaries  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Savannah  Confer¬ 
ence:  Six  months  of  the  year  have  passed 
and  we  are  now  in  the  seventh  month.  We 
have  only  five  more  months  in  which  to  do 
our  work,  and  as  you  may  know,  we  are 
requested  to  report  our  work  every  three 
months,  yet  we  nave  not  been  able  to  make 
but  one  report  since  the  convention  in  June. 
Dear  sisters,  what  we  need  and  must  have, 
if  we  succeed  in  this  all-important  work  of 
evangelism,  is  an  active  secretary  In  the 
bounds  of  every  charge  in  the  Savannah  Con¬ 
ference,  and  we  are  asking  the  local  presi¬ 
dents  of  each  auxiliary,  with  the  co-operation 
of  her  pastor,  to  elect  these  secretaries  for 
this  department  and  send  in  the  names  to  me 
at  once,  and  also  send  the  same  to  the  district 
secretary  of  the  work  of  evangelism,  as  I 
must  come  in  touch  with  both  the  local  and 
district  secretaries  of  this  department  at 
once.  Yours  for  the  love  of  Christ  and  in 
His  name,  Minnie  V.  Smith,  Conference  Sec¬ 
retary  Work  of  Evangelism. 
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American  Conscience  Challenged 

^^^QEETING  in  called  session  in  Atlanta  on  January  30, 1927, 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Commission  on  Inter- 
_  racial  Co-operation  adopted  strong  resolutions  commend¬ 
ing  Governor  Richards,  of  South  Carolina,  for  his  courageous  state¬ 
ment  relative  to  the  Aiken  lynchings.  They  call  upon  the  people 
to  support  the  chief  executive  of  the  State  in  bringing  to  justice  the 
crime  perpetrators.  Attention  is  called  also  to  the  fact  that  despite 
the  increasing  lynching  record  for  1926,  for  only  one  of  the  thirty- 
odd  cases  reported  has  there  been  any  court  conviction.  To  put  an 
end  to  these  unchristian  conditions,  the  resolutions  appeal  to  the 
American  people  as  follows: 

“We,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Commission  on  Interracial  Co¬ 
operation,  have  noted  with  keen  appreciation  the  vigorous  statement  of 
Governor  John  G.  Richards,  of  South  Carolina,  relative  to  the  Aiken  lynch¬ 
ings,  and  especially  his  expressed  determination  to  bring  the  perpetrators  to 
justice,  if  within  his  power.  We  call  upon  the  people  of  South  Carolina  to 
support  Governor  Richards  to  the  full  in  this  laudable  purpose. 

“We  would  point  out  also  the  fact  that  though  thirty-odd  lynchings 
were  reported  in  the  United  States  in  1926,  in  only  one  have  any  convictions 
been  secured,  while  in  most  cases  not  even  an  arrest  has  been  made. 

“Such  conditions  constitute  a  grave  indictment  of  our  legal  processes, 
our  civilization,  and  our  Christian  professions,  which  we  as  a  people  cannot 
afford  longer  to  endure.  We,  therefore,  appeal  to  the  justice,  the  chivalry, 
and  the  conscience  of  America,  and  particularly  of  our  own  Southland,  to 
put  an  end  to  these  conditions,  once  for  all. 

“Lynchings  may  be  the  act  of  small  and  irresponsible  groups,  but  the 
persistent  failure  to  apprehend  and  convict  the  perpetrators  lays  the  guilt 
upon  us  all.” 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Executive 
Committee,  the  members  present  being:  Dr.  Ashby  Jones,  of  St. 
Louis;  R.  H.  King,  Walter  B.  Hill,  E.  Marvin  Underwood,  Dr. 
Plato  Durham,  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Alexander,  and  Dr.  John  Hope, 
of  Atlanta;  Dr.  C.  B.  Wilmer,  of  Sewanee,  Tenn.;  Dr.  Edwin 
Mims,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  Dr.  Josiah  Morse,  of  Columbia,  S.  C. 
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The  Conspiracy  in  Literature 
Against  the  Negro 

By  Drusilla  Dunjee  Houston 

DepartmHU  of  Re$earck  in  Ntgro  HUtory  of  the  Aeeoeiated  Negro  Preei 


IN  MOST  modern  books  there  seems  to  be 
preconcerted  understanding  to  calumniate 
and  dias^t  the  world  with  abominable  pic¬ 
tures  of  the  ruined  Ethiopian,  ruined  by  the 
African  slave  trade  of  four  hundred  years, 
in  which  the  white  nations  hunted  the  Ahican 
because  he  was  the  most  highly  esteemed  as 
a  “slave  and  to  fill  the  coffers  of  the  European 
families  of  to-day  that  stand  first  in  financial 
affairs. 

There  seems  to  be  a  world-wide  conspiracy 
to  conceal  the  facts  that  prove  the  greatness 
of  the  Negro  race  before  the  ruin  of  the 
slave  trade.  So  successful  has  it  been  that 
the  average  Negro  of  to-day  thinks  that  he 
sprang  from  jungle  ancestors.  This  suppres¬ 
sion  of  truth  has  made  world  crimes  against 
dark  people  easily  possible.  The  race  is  held 
in  low  estimation  because  of  this  hidden  truth, 
•  that  race  genius  must  uncover. 

Though  to-day  more  favored  races  seem  at 
the  apex  of  human  accomplishment,  in  earlier 
ages  the  wheel  of  destiny  carried  upward 
races  that  now  seem  hopelessly  under.  To 
wipe  away  the  black  stain  of  the  slave  trade, 
modern  literature  has  represented  the  slave 
trader  as  having  trafficked  in  depraved  hu¬ 
man  beings.  To-day  the  lower  types  of  the 
Aryan  race  look  upon  them  as  creatures 
fit  only  for  spoliation,  to  fill  the  coffers  of 
the  colonial  ren^ade  who  could  not  succeed 
at  home.  Were  Ethiopian  nature  understood, 
those  crimes  would  cease. 

Because  of  world  ignorance  that  the  black 
race  was  the  mother  of  the  greater  modern 
nations  and  the  germ  of  their  civilisation, 
it  has  been  easy  to  stifle  the  life  of  ruined 
and  defenseless  black  peoples.  This  spolia¬ 
tion  of  the  weak,  returned  in  counterstroke 


from  which  it  was  impossible  to  escape  in 
the  World  War.  Bel^um  reaped  in  iden¬ 
tical  measure  and  kind,  what  her  lower  types 
had  meted  out  to  the  defenseless  people  of 
the  Congo.  Nations  must  reap  what  they 
sow. 

This  criminal  injustice  is  not  the  nature 
or  intention  of  the  better  men  of  the  civil¬ 
ised  nations,  but  we  are  uninformed  about 
alien  peoples.  We  are  narrow  and  provin¬ 
cial  in  our  views.  The  hatred  of  the  races 
springs  out  of  misunderstanding.  The  men 
of  the  world  who  have  traveled  and  read 
and  thought  upon  ethnological  problems  are 
the  men  who  have  the  (^tivated  instincts 
of  human  brotherhood.  Shall  England, 
France,  Germany,  and  America  suffer 
further  because  we  have  not  taught  the  un¬ 
thinking  among  us  that  we  must  pay  a  still 
heavier  toll  for  a  continued  measure  of  in¬ 
justice  to  weaker  peoples? 

In  this  retribution,  innocent  must  suffer 
with  the  guilty,  we  with ‘them,  for  it  is  in 
our  power  as  Negroes  to  search  out  the 
truth  and  inform  and  curb  the  selfish.  Christ 
said,  “The  truth  shall  make  you  free.”  The 
q^uertion  looms  large  in  the  mind  of  every 
tmnklng  white  man  to-day,  whether  Ethio¬ 
pians  are  worthy  of  equal  opportunity.  Let 
us  settle  forever  out  of  time’s  irrefutable 
evidence,  whether,  if  they  gave  us  the  chance, 
we  would  treat  them  as  they  have  treated  us. 
There  need  be  no  conjecturing,  for  the 
archives  of  the  past  hold  the  facts.  The  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Cushite  Ethiopian  down  through 
the  ages  is  one  of  the  most  thrilling  as  well  as 
traric  of  time’s  age-old  stories.  It  is  most  in¬ 
credible  that  its  rich  treasure  for  developing 
our  understanding  has  been  so  long  veiled. 


Personal  and  General 


— President  T.  R.  Davis,  of  Sam  Huston 
College,  is  reported  as  having  been  in  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Education  at  Edgewater  Beach  Hotel, 
Chicago,  February  1-3,  1927.  Our  group  is 
proud  of  the  aggressiveness  and  intelligent 
grasp  of  educational  problems  which  Presi¬ 
dent  Davis  is  evidendng  as  one  of  Meth¬ 
odism’s  most  valuable  educators. 

— At  its  annual  meeting  held  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  January  6,  1927,  the  Citizens’  Com¬ 
mittee  of  One  Thousand  committed  itself  to 
a  more  vigorous  program  of  law  observance 
and  enforcement.  Both  the  intelligence  and 
fervor  with  which  this  national  movement  has 
entered  upon  this  pressing  social  service  need, 
and  the  personnel  of  its  official  staff,  are  an' 
evidence  of  substantial  effort  and  achieve¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Fred  B.  Smith  is  its  chairman. 

— ^The  marriage  on  Monday,  December  27, 
1926,  of  Miss  Maude  Eva  Cox  to  Mr.  Eugene 
I.  Brown  has  been  recently  announced  by  the 
bride’s  parents.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Co^  of 
Little  Rock,  Ark.  For  decades  the  name 
of  Dr.  Cox  among  thousands  of  Methodists 
has  been  synonymous  with  PhUander  Smith 
Colley  of  which  for  so  many  years  he  was 
the  able  and  genial  president,  beloved  of  all. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  now  at  home  on 
the  campus  of  the  C.  A.  and  N.  University, 
Langston,  Oklahoma. 

— A  recent  issue  of  the  Crisis  reports  that 
more  than  8,600  Negro  students  were  en¬ 
rolled  last  year  in  our  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities — 7,000  in  Negro  collera  and  1,600  in 
predominantly  white  institutions.  During  the 
year  1,800  Negro  students  received  cmlege 
degrees-  ranring  from  A.B.  to  Ph.D.  A 
number  of  Negroes  were  elected  to  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  membership  and  800  of  the  number 
indicated  above  received  tbeir  degrees  from 
Northern  universities.  The  number  of  an¬ 


nual  graduates  has  increased  about  300  per 
cent  in  five  years. 

— The  Rev.  John  W.  Thomas,  S.T.B.,  is  one 
of  the  ablest  and  most  progressive  of  min¬ 
isters  in  our  colored  Conferences.  He  has 
recently  accepted  at  the  hands  of  Bishop 
C.  W.  Burns  appointment  to  our  growing 
parish  in  Oakland,  Calif.  His  brethren  of 
the  Tennessee  Conference  properly  were  re¬ 
luctant  to  give  him  up,  and  the  Ministerial 
Alliance  of  Nashville  expressed  that  reluc¬ 
tance  in  a  highly  appropriate  set  of  reso¬ 
lutions  commending  him  to  the  charge  of 
which  he  becomes  pastor  and  to  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Conference  into  whose  membership  he 
enters.  District  Superintendent  W.  E.  Mitch¬ 
ell,  of  Nashville,  and  the  Revs.  G.  W.  Lewis, 
J.  H.  Houston,  and  J.  D.  McCord  were  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions. 

A  Review  of  the  Review 

The  following  article,  written  by  a  promi¬ 
nent  retired  member  of  the  California  Oon~ 
ferenee,  appeared  in  The  California  Chrietian 
Advocate,  January  6,  19X7. 

ILLUMINATING  ARTICLES  IN  OUR 
METHODIST  REVIEW 

Bt  a.  j.  Haksow,  D.D. 

Having  been  a  steady  reader  of  this  notable 
exponent  of  denominational  and  other  re¬ 
ligious  views  and  memorabilia  for  something 
over  fifty  years,  the  writer  feels  himself  quali¬ 
fied  to  express  the  opinion  that  in  aU  its 
worthy  historv  the  Review  has  never  fur¬ 
nished  its  reaoers  a  finer  set  of  articles  than 
are  found  in  the  November-December  issue 
of  1926. 

The  first  of  these  is  Dr.  William  W.  Sweet’s 
brochure  on  “Some  Present-Day  Latin-Amer- 
ican  Problems,”  which  is  assur^y  of  a  higfalv 
illuminating  character.  Having  read  much 


in  behalf  of  our  missionary  enterprises,  the'  i 
writer  fancied  that  he  knew  pretty  nearly  ‘ 
all  there  was  to  be  known  about  conditt^ 
in  Mexico,  Central  America,  Panama,  aa^ 
South  America,  and  could  t^  offhand  JujH 
why  our  section  of  the  Western  Hemisphere 
is  away  ahead  of  all  the  rest.  But  Dr.  Sweet’s 
article  has  quite  upset  most  of  that  smug 
assurance,  and  greatly  enlarged  persontu 
sympathies  in  behuf  of  the  folks  In  our  sister 
republics  to  the  south,  who  have  been  work¬ 
ing  under  tremendous  handicaps  for  a  hun¬ 
dred  years,  more  or  less,  to  make  conditions 
ideal. 

Then  there  is  the  appealing  article  of  the 
Rev.  Walter  E.  Havtenurst,  a  student  In  our 
Boston  University  i^hool  of  Theology,  on 
“The  Soul  of  the  New  Testament,”  in  which 
is  depicted  the  striking  contrast  between  the 
major  note  of  Old  Testament  injunctions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  a  “Thou  shalt  not”  at  Sinai  and 
a  code  of  laws  resting  on  an  eternal  “no,” 
and  the  gentle  persuasiveness  of  Jesus,  be¬ 
tokened  in  the  “Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that 
labor  and  are  heavy  laden.”  It  is  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  “must”  and  “go,”  under  the 
old  regime  of  stern  requirement  and  the 
alluring  “You  may”  and  “Come,  follow,”  un¬ 
der  a  plan  where  one  is  privileged  to  follow 
in  the  steps  of  an  ever-s^pathetic  Friend 
and  Companion,  Jesus  Christ. 

Fear  of  encroaching  on  space  belonging  to 
others  forbids  special  notation  on  other  ar¬ 
ticles  in  this  issue  of  the  Review,  such  as 
“Luther’s  Message  to  Us,”  by  Prof.  A.  W. 
Negler,  of  Garrett  Biblical  Institute;  “Is 
Christianity  the  Absolute  Religion?”  by  Dr^ 
Scarborough,  New  York  East  Conference,^ 
recently  deceased,  and  “The  Genius  of  Meth¬ 
odism,’’  by  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Hoffman,  pastor 
of  a  leading  Chicago  church.  These  all  are 
stimulating  alike  to  intellect  and  faith,  whUe 
they  seem  well  contrived  to  bring  out  an 
array  of  interjection  points,  and  hence  are 
wortn  while. 

But  among  the  very  best  of  its  contents, 
and  the  most  gripping,  are  the  “Notes  and 
Discussions,”  introduced  by  the  editor.  Dr. 
George  Elliott.  Having  seen  and  heard  him 
in  those  wonderful  addresses  at  the  last  ses¬ 
sion  of  our  Conference,  and  having  been  in 
personal  contact  with  him  repeatemy  during 
his  stay  amongst  us,  there  has  come  to  the 
writer  a  very  deep  appreciation,  not  only  of 
his  wonderful  intellectual  grasp  of  things  pre¬ 
eminently  important,  but  mso  of  his  profound 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  One  he  terms 
“a  Christlike  God.”  Really,  his  exposition 
of  “The  Word  Was  Made  Flesh”  is  abso¬ 
lutely  overwhelming,  and  at  its  close  leaves 
the  disciple  of  Jesus  “lost  in  wonder,  love, 
and  praise.”  Vastly  clearer  in  thought, 
stronger  in  faith,  and  richer  in  experience 
must  anyone  become  who  carefully  peruses 
these  editorial  “Notes  and  Discussions.”  The 
writer  ventures  the  opinion  that  no  Methodist^ 
minister  can  be  quite  perfectly  equipped  un-fl 
less  the  Review  comes  regularly  to  his  desk^ 
and  receives  careful  perusal. 
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Food  for  Thought 


Reading  makes  a  full  man,  and  so  many  men  re¬ 
main  empty  intellectually  because  reading  is  ef- 
^  fort.  Many  men  do  not  willingly  put  forth  this 
effort  because  they  do  not  value  the  results  which  accrue 
from  reading.  StiU  other  men  do  not  rfead  because  they 
have  not  the  wiU  to  pay  the  price.  Whatever  the  cause 
of  inertia  in  this  direction,  the  preacher  must  overcome 
it,  both  for  the  sake  of  those  whom  he  is  to  serve  and 
to  insure  his  continued  usefulness  in  a  day  when  well-nigh 
everybody  reads. 

While  it  must  be  admitted  also  that  in  the  multi¬ 
plicity  of  books,  that  difficulty  in  making  wise  choice  in 
the  selection  of  worthwhile  books  for  profitable  reading 
contributes  to  delinquency  in  the  reading  habit,  it  must 
also  be  admitted  that  there  are  many  helps  and  guides 
to  courses  of  reading,  should  anyone  be  bent  on  culti¬ 
vating  the  reading  habit.  Contributing  to  this  end  and 
purpose,  we  append  below  a  list  of  the  twenty-five  best 
religious  books  as  selected  by  the  judgment  of  fifty-three 
religious  leaders  in  the  country,  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  School  of  Education  of  Northwestern  University. 

Our  pastors  and  people  generally  will  welcome  this 
list  and  get  certain,  or  least  one,  of  these  books  for  their 
library:  Abbot,  “What  Christianity  Means  to  Me”  (Mac¬ 


millan)  ;  Bosworth,  “Life  and  Teachings  of  Jesus”  (Mac¬ 
millan)  ;  Bosworth,  “What  It  Means  to  Be  a  Christian” 
(Pilgrim) ;  Coffin,  “What  Is  There  in  Religion?”  (Mac¬ 
millan)  ;  Ellwood,  “Christianity  and  Social  Science” 
(Macmillan) ;  Ellwood,  ^^Reconstruction  of  Religion” 
(Macmillan)  ;  Fosdick,  “Christianity  and  Progress”  (Re- 
vell)  ;  Fosdick,  “Modem  Use  of  the  Bible”  (Macmillan)  ; 
Fosdick,  “Twelve  Tests  of  Character”  (Doran)  ;  Gilkey, 
“Jesus  and  Our  Generation”  (Univ.  of  Chicago  Press) ; 
Glover,  “Jesus  In  the  Experience  of  Men”  (Doran) ; 
Inge,  “Personal  Religion  and  the  Life  of  Devotion” 
(Longmans)  ;  Jacks,  “Living  Universe”  (Doran)  ;  Jones, 
“Fundamental  Ends  of  Life”  (Macmillan)  ;  Jones,  “Spir¬ 
itual  Energies  in  Daily  Life”  (Macmillan)  ;  Macintosh, 
“Reasonableness  of  Christianity”  (Scribner)  ;  Mathews, 
“Faith  of  Modernism”  (Macmillan) ;  Merrill,  “Liberal 
Christianity”  (Macmillan)  ;  Scott,  “Ethical  Teachings  of 
Jesus”  (Macmillan)  ;  Simkhovitch,  “Toward  the  Under¬ 
standing  of  Jesus”  (Macmillan)  ;  Smith,  “Principles  of 
Christian  Living”  (Univ.  of  Chicago  Press) ;  Sperry, 
“Reality  in  Worship”  (Macmillan) ;  Swain,  “What  and 
Where  Is  God?”  (Macmillan)  ;  Tittle,  “What  Must  the 
Church  Do  to  Be  Saved?**  (Abingdon)  ;  Browne,  “Why 
I  Believe  In  Religion**  (Macmillan). 


They  Tell  Us— 


IN  this  morning’s  mail  we  have  a  letter  from  one  of 
our  subscribers  far  away,  urging  us  to  change  his 
paper  from  the  old  to  his  new  address,  adding  with 
emphasis,  “Please  be  prompt  in  doing  sd  because  I  can¬ 
not  get  along  without  the  Southwestern.” 

This  correspondent  is  a  minister.  His  statement  can 
be  duplicated  hundreds  of  times  from  among  tlie  min¬ 
isters  of  all  the  denominations.  Equally  true  is  this  re¬ 
garding  the  laymen’s  demand  for  the  Southwestern. 
From  every  walk  of  life  and  from  laymen  in  all  sections 
of  the  United  States  there  is  this  same  insistent  demand 
for  the  weekly  visits  of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate  to  the  homes,  schools,  offices,  libraries,  studies,  and 
place.s  of  business  of  people  of  all  races,  in  all  churches,  in 
various  sections  of  our  own  country  and  in  foreign  lands. 

They  “cannot  get  along  without  the  Southwestern.” 
Ihis  indispensableness  of  the  Southwestern  in  such  wide 
areas  of  human  activity  rather  pleases  us;  in  fact,  we 
have  striven  to  make  it  so.  And  will  continue  so  to  do 
as  will  be  shown  by  the  addition  of  new,  interesting,  and 
profitable  features  during  coming  weeks.  This  vigorous 
demand  for  the  paper  likewise  shows  the  wide  range  of 
vital  interests  the  paper  is  serving. 

This  object  is  accomplished,  however,  in  our  supreme 
effort  to  serve  the  one  major  interest — the  religious — 
in  which  properly  all  others  are  comprised  or  to  which 
they  are  most  vitally  related.  The  Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate  is  the  religious  journal,  not  merely  of 
Negroes  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  uniquely 


it  is  the  religious  journal  of  the  Negro  race  in  America. 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  wishes  it  so.  The  min¬ 
istries  of  this  church  are  to  the  Negro  race  in  the  large 
none  the  less  than  for  her  immediate  membership. 

The  Southwestern  has  no  delegated  authority  as  the 
religious  journal  of  the  race,  but,  in  its  own  right  and 
choice,  its  major  business  is  keeping  constantly  before 
the  Negro  in  America  his  obligation  to  follow  the  Chris¬ 
tian  philosophy  or  Way  of  life  in  this  vital  matter  of 
race  adjustment;  that  this  is  the  only  ethical  and  profit¬ 
able  course  of  procedure. 

Because  the  only  permanent  Good  is  to  be  sought  in 
Christian  values,  this  paper  seeks  to  provoke  the  race 
to  make  all  our  racial  institutions  and  methods  of  pro¬ 
cedure  and  all  our  contacts  with  other  groups  thoroughly 
Christian.  And  the  leaders  in  all  our  racial  enterprises 
and  efforts  are  religiously  importuned  to  vision  the  Chris¬ 
tian  ideals  and  follow  the  gleam  of  Christian  intelligence 
up  the  incline  of  our  personal,  individual,  and  group 
development. 

Because  this  paper  sees  the  good  in  all  groups  and 
in  every  man,  and  reasons  therefrom  to  the  possibility 
of  Christian  solution  for  all  social  problems,  it  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  such  an  inspiration  to  men  everywhere  that 
.they  will  keep  telling  us  that  they  “cannot  get  along 
without  the  Southwestern.” 

Men  cannot  get  along  without  the  Southwestern  be¬ 
cause  in  the  war  against  wrong  the  Southwestern  does 
not  minimize  evil. 
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Men  cannot  get  along  without  the  Southwe$tem  be- 
cai^  in  iU  c)iainpionship  t^id  defense  of  the  right  the 
Soutkwe$tem  does  not  compromise. 

Men  cannot  get  along  without  the  Southwestern  be¬ 
cause  in  its  efforts  to  assist  society  in  bringing  in  the 
divine  social  order,  the  kingdom  of  God  on  the  earth, 
this  journal  does  not  temporize. 

They  tell  us  that  it  is  a  distinct  and  much-needed 
social  service  for  one  to  help  distribute  the  Southwestern 
Chnstian  Advocate.  In  order  to  follow  its  trend  of 
service  throughout  the  year,  now  is  a  good  time,  the 
proper  time,  to  get  subscriptions. 

President  Jones  Comes  to 
Asheville 

Rarely  has  Asheville  shown  such  enthusiasm  for 
education  and  for  educational  institutions  as  was 
*  shown  on  January  16,  when  Mr.  David  D.  Jones, 
president  of  Bennett  College  for  Women,  accompanied 
by  his  splendid  group  of  singers,  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  Altona  Trent,  came  to  the  city. 

Asheville  is  the  tourist  center  of  the  entire  Appalach¬ 
ian  system,  and  more  nearly  given  over  to  health  and 
pleasure  seekers  than  to  the  commercial  point  of  view. 

President  Jones  delivered  the  message  of  the  morn¬ 
ing  at  Berry  Temple  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
the  afternoon  he  was  the  speaker  at  a  vesper  service 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  He  was  happy 
in  his  'presentation  of  the  “Life  Heroic,”  as  extracted 
from  Christ’s  words  to  His  disciples,  “Follow  thou  me.” 
In  the  afternoon  his  address  was  along  social  service 
lines.  He  emphasized,  in  his  unique  way,  the  need  of 
advocacy  of  health,  education,  and  moral  reform,  under 
the  subject,  “Things  to  Which  We  Ought  to  Set  Our 
Hands.” 

Seldom  is  Asheville  visited  by  a  group  of  singers  so 
pleasing  as  the  quintette  directed  by  Miss  Altona  Trent, 
head  of  the  Department  of  Music,  at  the  institution.  The 
large  audiences  that  followed  these  singers  in  their  ap¬ 
pearances  at  Berry  Temple  church  in  the  morning  and 
at  Hopkins  Chapel  in  the  afternoon,  and  at  the  public 
high  schools  and  Allen  Home  school  on  Monday,  gave 
themselves  over  to  an  abandon  of  applause  and  demon¬ 
stration  truly  expressive  of  exceptional  delight. 

A  lasting  impression  was'  made  for  education,  and 
the  city  of  Asheville  was  made  to  see  the  program  of 
education  in  the  State  as  championed  by  Bennett  College 
for  Women  in  a  new  light. 

Asheville  not  only  showed  itself  a  city  of  commercial¬ 
ism  in  health  and  pleasure,  but  as  well  a  patron  of  art 
and  education. — G.  H.  Caldwell,  Pastor  Berry  Temple 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Asheville,  N.  C. 

A  New  Friendship  Home 

The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Detroit  Conference  has  purchased  a  Friendship 
Home,  at  6100  Scotten  Ave.,  Detroit,  Michigan. 
Here  girls  and  young  women  of  our  group  may  find  shel¬ 
ter  and  protection — a  home,  at  reasonable  cost. 

It  is  a  new  brick  building,  only  one  year  old,  and  is 
located  in  an  excellent  neighborhood.  The  adjoining 
lot,  with  two  small  houses  in  the  rear,  was  also  pur¬ 
chased.  This  gives  sixty-five  feet,  fronting  on  Scotten 


Ave.,  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  depth.  It  is  one 
block  from  Grand  Boulevard,  where  there  are  bus  lines, 
and  one  and  one-half  blocks  from  the  Grand  Belt  car  line. 

Mrs.  E.  T.  Reynolds  is  president  of  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Detroit  Conference; 
Mrs.  George  R.  Palmer  is  corresponding  secretary ;  Mrs. 
D.  D.  Spellman  is  chairman  of  the  special  committee 
that  purchased  the  home.  And  associated  with  them 
were  Mrs.  J.  C.  Dissette,  Mrs.  Nellie  Archer,  and  Mrs. 
Ira  Turnbull. 

When  Dr.  B.  F.  Smith  made  a  plea  to  the  annual 
meeting  in  Adrian  more  than  a  year  ago  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  Friendship  Home,  this  group  of  noble,  con¬ 
secrated,  sympathetic  women  of  the  Detroit  Conference 
voted  unanimously  in  favor  of  it.  The  Friendship  Home, 
therefore,  has  the  solid  backing  of  the  missionary  women 
of  the  Detroit  Conference. 

The  missionary  society  took  possession  of  the  new 
home  February.  16,  and  soon  will  have  a  formal  opening. 
Mrs.  D.  D.  Spellman  has  written  to  Mrs.  Hale,  of  Rock- 
port,  Ind.,  to  come  and  take  charge. 

This  Friendship  Home  is  the  natural  successor  of 
the  Scott  Home  for  Girls,  where  Mrs.  E.  T.  Wesley, 
of  Lakeland,  Fla.,  worked  so  long  and  so  faithfully. 
Both  she  and  Dr.  Bryant  will  be  remembered  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  early  history  of  the  institution.  Dr. 
Smith  wants  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  assistance 
he  received  from  Mrs.  M.  C.  Slutes,  of  Cincinnati,  to 
whom  he  wrote  when  he  started  the  plea  for  a  change  into 
a  Friendship  Home.  Scott  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
gave  the  rent  for  three  years  while  we  were  hoping  and 
praying  that  this  day  would  come.  The  church  is  as 
jubilant  as  Dr.  Smith  over  the  new  home. 

Dr.  Albert  J.  Mitchell  Visits 
Englewood,  New  Jersey 

In  the  Interest  of  Morgan  College 

The  district  superintendents  of  the  Delaware  Con¬ 
ference  held  their  winter  meeting  in  Englewood, 
N.  J.,  at  the  residence  of  the  Rev.  Moses  A.  Thomp¬ 
son,  superintendent  of  the  New  York  District. 

Dr.  Albert  J.  Mitchell,  financial  field  secretary  for 
Morgan  College,  was  present  and  stated  the  condition  of 
the  crusade  to  date.  He  said  that  the  amount  paid  on 
pledges  made  to  Morgan  College  up  to  January  1,  1927, 
was  $102,511,  and  that  the  college  needed  yet  $88,000 
to  meet  the  conditions  of  the  General  Education  Board. 

The  district  superintendents  pledged  their  support  to 
the  college  and  the  crusade  till  the  last  dollar  needed  was 
raised,  and  made  plans  for  a  community  appeal  in  every 
city,  town,  and  village  in  the  territory  of  the  Delaware 
Conference.  Dr.  Mitchell  read  letters  from  Bishops  Mc¬ 
Dowell  and  Clair  which  made  strong  appeals  for  the  col¬ 
lege  and  the  success  of  the  crusade. 

Those  present  were  Dr.  J.  W.  Jefferson,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Easton  District;  Dr.  J.  E.  A.  Johns,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Salisbury  District ;  Dr.  W.  C.  Thompson, 
superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia  District;  Dr.  T.  H. 
Woodley,  superintendent  of  the  Wilmington  District ;  Dr. 
Moses  A.  Thompson,  superintendent  of  the  New^  York 
District.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Willoughby  were  guests 
at  dinner  with  the  superintendents.  Dr.  Willoughby  ex¬ 
pressed  a  keen  interest  in  the  college  and  pledged  his 
future  support. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


A  Comfortable  Church 

The  introduction  to  the  volume  of  Yale  Lectures  on 
Preaching  for  1926,  just  published,  The  Eloquence 
of  Christian  Experience,  by  Raymond  Calkins, 
pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  contains  a  remarkable  letter  written  sev¬ 
enty-five  years  ago.  The  letter  was  written  by  Dr. 
Calkin’s  grandfather,  James  Morris  Whiton,  in  reply 
to  one  received  from  his  son,  then  a  student  at  Yale,  ask¬ 
ing  for  advice  about  entering  the  Christian  ministry. 

There  is  a  timeless  quality  about  the  letter’s  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  ideal  Christian  ministry.  There  is  also  about 
it  a  quality  which  gives  it  a  peculiar  timeliness  for  our 
own  day  as  though  it  were  written  with  present  conditions 
in  mind.  Across  the  gulf  of  seventy-five  years  it  brings 
a  warm  and*  moving  message  to  the  Church  as  well  as 
the  ministry  of  our  own  time.  Here  are  some  selections 
from  the  letter: 

“It  grieves  me  exceedingly  to  observe  how  many  there  be  that  are 
called  ministers  who  are  nevertheless  superficial  dressers  of  the  Lord’s 
vineyard,  and  who  seem  to  think  their  proper  vocation  is  in  fine  meta¬ 
physical  reasonings,  and  in  treating  of  an  obscure  dogmatic  theology, 
striving  to  make  plain  what  God  has  left  in  ihystery,  rather  than, 
in  a  childlike  spirit,  striving  to  receive  in  faith  the  revelation  given 
us  of  the  secret  things  that  belong  to  the  Ix)rd  our  God. 

“What  then  in  this  changed  world  is  the  office  of  the  Christian 
ministry?  Is  it  to  lag  behind  in  the  race,  teaching  the  dead  dogmas 
of  the  theology  of  a  past  age,  while  men  run  wild  in  a  wilderness 
of  new  discoveries  and  fall  into  practical  atheism? 

“To  see  a  Christian  minister  comprehending  the  wonderful  move¬ 
ments  of  the  human  mind  in  these  days,  seeing  therein  the  develop- 
mcmt  of  God’s  own  revelation,  alive  to  the  woes  of  the  oppressed 
and  downtrodden  of  our  race,  ever  ready  to  help,  aye,  to  lead  In  all 
P'OP*’’  ways  for  their  elevation  to  the  rank  of  sons  of  God  from 
which  they  have  fallen,  ready  wisely  to  combat  error  in  high  places, 
or  in  low,  penetrated  with  the  belief  that  what  God  hath  spoken 
of  the  future  redemption  and  salvation  of  our  race  shall  surely 
come  to  pass,  and  ready  to  stand  in  the  front  rank,  to  be  a  prisoner 
and  guide  to  the  minds  of  men,  leading  them  toward  the  truth— to 
lie  such  a  minister  would  be  a  fulflllment  of  my  highest  hopes. 

“But  to  he  a  minister,  comfortably  settled  over  a  comfortable 
people,  with  a  nice  comfortable  church,  a  comfortable  salary,  with 
no  ideas  of  what  mankind  is  doing  save  what  come  through  some 
comfortably  conservative  religious  newspaper,  that  is  not  only  be¬ 
hind  the  age  but  behind  all  ages;  with  no  charities  save  those  doled 
out  through  a  few  comfortably  safe  societies  that  once  a  month  take 
their  ‘collections  by  appointment,’  with  no  thought  save  to  get  through 
the  world  with  ease,  without  rapping  the  knuckles  of  anybody  who 
happens  to  be  rich  or  ‘respectable’— rather  than  see  you  »urh  a  min¬ 
ister,  I  would  have  you  a  hewer  of  wood  or  a  drawer  of  water.” 

Consider  this  phrase  as  a  description  of  our  time — 
While  men  run  wild  in  a  wilderness  of  new  discoveries 
and  fall  into  a  practical  atheism.”  How  much  more  vast 
IS  the  wilderness  of  new  discoveries  today  than  that  which 
Dr.  Whiton  knew  in  1850 !  Consider  also  the  prophetic 
fiassion  of  the  last  paragraph,  which  is  directed  against 
the  complacencies  of  minister  and  people  satisfied  with  a 
“nice  comfortable  church.”  That  paragraph  well  de¬ 
serves  to  be  engraved  on  a  bronze  tablet  in  the  entrance 
hall  of  every  theological  seminary  in  America. 

Compulsory  Military  Training  and 
Methodist  Colleges 

HE  abolition  of  the  compulsory  feature  of  militarv 
training  in  Boston  University  by  President  Dan¬ 
iel  L.  Marsh  a  few  months  ago,  awakened  wide 
interest  and  approval  throughout  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  as  well  as  through  the  country  generally. 
It  is  very  interesting  to  learn  that  placing  military  train¬ 
ing  on  an  optional  basis  has  proved  a  great  success  at 
Boston  University.  That  the  morale  among  the  men  has 
been  vastly  improved  is  the  opinion  of  many  observers. 


including  the  chief  of  the  Army  unit  at  the  university. 
The  spirit  of  the  whole  college  is  better  for  the  abbUtion 
of  compulsory  military  fritining.  The  men  who  take  it 
do  so  because  they  choose  to  do  so  and  peace  and  con¬ 
tentment  reign.  As  has  happened  elsewliere,  when  a 
course  of  military  training  is  made  optional  and  yolun- 
tary,  the  represei^atives  of  the  War  Depait'inent  ar^.  said 
to  be  much  more  on  their  mettle,  much  gwrteous 

and  kind,  for  they  are  now  on  a  level  other  pro¬ 
fessors  who  teach  optional  courses. 

Since  Boston  has  placed  military  training  on  an  op¬ 
tional  basis  there  remains  only  one  college  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  which  still  has  compulsory  mili¬ 
tary  training.  That  college  is  DePauw  University.  Both 
among  the  student  body  and  the  faculty  there  is  strong 
sentiment  at  DePauw  for  the  abolition  of  the  compulsory 
feature. 

Church  and  Home 

T  is  worth  remembering,  for  it  is  much  more  than  a 
piece  of  antiquarian  lore,  that  in  the  first  Meth¬ 
odist  church  in  New  York  City  there  was  a  fire¬ 
place  and  a  hearthstone.  That  hearthstone  was  a  sym¬ 
bol  of  the  fact  that  it  was  a  home  as  well  as  a  church. 
And  that  hearthstone  in  the  church  should  typify  the 
mutual  qualities  of  the  church  and  home.  For  one  thing, 
the  hearthstone  in  the  church  should  remind  us  that  the 
Church  of  Christ  was  born  in  a  home.  For  that  reason 
it  ought  always  to  retain  some  of  the  characteristics  of 
its  birthplace.  Because  it  came  into  being  in  someone’s 
homo  it  should  always  retain  the  graciousness  and  the 
unruffled  calm,  the  friendliness  and  the  warmth  of  a  true 
home. 

That  point  is  well  worth  remembering  in  an  age  which 
partakes  of  controversy  and  conflict.  During  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  London  tube  last  summer  a  haberdashery  store 
on  one  corner  was  forced  to  make  many  alterations,  but 
nothing  daunted,  the  enterprising  proprietor  hung  out  in 
front  of  the  store  a  sign  which  read,  “Business  going  on 
as  usual  during  altercations.”  Now,  it  might  be  possible 
for  a  haberdashery  store  to  continue  business  as  usual 
during  “altercations,”  but  it  is  not  possible  for  a  Church 
of  Christ.  The  business  is  bound  to  change  both  in  qual¬ 
ity  and  volume  under  such  a  regime. 

If  the  Church  should  always  retain  the  atmosphere 
and  warmth  of  its  birthplace — the  home,  it  is  equally 
true  that  the  home  should  always  retain  some  of  the  qual¬ 
ities  of  the  Church — its  reverence  and  sacredness.  Just 
because  this  holy  thing,  the  Church  of  Christ,  was  bom 
in  it,  the  home  should  keep  some  of  the  glow  and  radiance 
of  the  fellowship  of  the  saints. 

Their  Father’s  Religion 

HARLES  LAMB  once  said  playfully,  “I  am  deter¬ 
mined  that  my  children  shall  be  brought  up  in 
their  father’s  religion,  if  they  can  find  out  what 

it  is.” 

There  are  a  great  many  modern  parents  whose  chil¬ 
dren  arc  much  more  real  than  the  dream-children  of 
Charles,  Lamb,  but  whose  program  for  their  children’s 
religious  education  coincides  exactly  with  this  remark  of 
Lamb.  Their  children  being  unable  to  discover  just  what 
the  parents’  religion  is,  naturally  adopt  the  same  religion 
for  themselves !  L. 
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Wid*  WoM  Pkotot 


RIOT  AND  ANTI-FOREION  DEMONSTRATION,  SHANGHAI 


The  Background  of  the  Crisis  in  China 

>■ 

By  Earl  Cranston  III 


THEj  world  now  deals  with  a  changed  China.  I  am  and  equal  station  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  ol 
met  by  many  challenging  issues  as  I  return  to  nature’s  God  entitle  her.”  One-sided  treaties  which  for- 
China  after  two  years’  furlough  in  America.  One  eign  powers  imposed  at  various  times  during  the  pasi 
keen  lady  says  that  most  Westerners,  busy  with  their  own  century,  after  China  had  been  defeated  in  war,  have  de¬ 
interests  in  China,  seem  like  children  playing  at  making  prived  the  Chinese  of  many  of  their  governmental  func 
block  houses  in  one  corner  of  a  yard  while  in  the  center  of  tions  and  have  enforced  a  measure  of  Western  control 
the  lot,  all  unknown  to  them,  a  great,  substantial  structure  China  has  felt  that  these  treaties  are  unethical  outwart 
is  being  erected.  Our  people  in  the  United  States  are  expressions  of  a  proud  and  domineering  frame  of  mind 
naturally  less  aware  of  Chinese  conditions.  But  because  She  has  manifested  increased  resentment.  After  th< 
we  have  pushed  our  civilization,  our  attitudes,  and  our  Shanghai  incident  of  May  30,  1925,  in  which  Chines< 
churches  into  the  Orient,  we  should  surely  give  deep  study  students  were  shot  and  killed  by  foreign  police,  a  uni 
to  what  is  happening  there.  Fully  conscious  that  what  versal  wave  of  indignation  ran  throughout  the  country 
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affairs,  is  following  a  different  policy  in  China,  and  that 
here  in  so  often  operating  in  concert  with  Great  Britain, 
Japan,  and  France,  we  are  siding  against  China  and 
are  being  used  as  a  catspaw  to  pull  from  the  fire  the 
chestnuts  of  imperial  diplomacy.  The  Chinese  would  like 
to  see  America  act  spontaneously,  independently  if  neces¬ 
sary,  in  revising  her  treaties  and  in  removing  her  armed 
forces  from  China. 

Internal  Disorder 

Concerning  the  rioting  and  insecurity  in  China,  sev¬ 
eral  things  should  be  held  in  mind. 

First,  the  uninvited  impact  of  foreigners  in  opening 
up  China  has  upset  Chinese  society,  making  rapid  changes 
which  have  shaken  and  dazed  a  great  civilization,  leaving 
it  somewhat  at  the  mercy  of  adventurers.  Second,  for¬ 
eigners  perfected  modern  weapons  of  war  and  made  their 
use  an  accepted  mode  of  contemporary  action,  often  with 
religious  blessing.  Many  of  them 
have  not  been  averse  to  making 
handsome  money  by  selling  muni¬ 
tions  to  any  Chinese  faction  which 
can  be  induced  to  buy  them. 

Third,  certain  foreign  infiuences 
have  deliberately  backed  one  or  an¬ 
other  of  the  warring  generals.  It 
is  freely  said  by  Chinese  that  this 
is  done  to  weaken  and  divide  the 
country  so  that  foreigners  can  gain 
more  ascendency  and  profit. 

At  any  rate,  China,  after  ten 
or  a  dozen  years  of  dominant  mili¬ 
tary  governors  with  hired  personal 
soldiers,  is  anxious  to  end  this  sys¬ 
tem.  There  is  hope  that  she  may  soon  do  so,  especially 
if  there  is  a  spread  of  the  influence  of  the  Kuomingtang 
or  Cantonese  party,  which  professes  to  stand  for  a  defi- 
‘  nite  set  of  worthy  principles.  To  it  many  of  the  finest 
of  China’s  young  men  and  women  are  giving  themselves 
for  life  or  death  in  devoted  sacrifice.  This  party  seeks 
to  conquer  not  so  much  by  the  sword  as  by  the  winning 
of  the  heart.  It  educates  its  citizens  and  even  its  pris¬ 
oners  of  war  in  the  democratic  teachings  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sun  Yat  Sen,  already  accepted  as  both  the  Washington 
-and  Jefferson  of  the  Chinese  Republic.  His  last  message 
to  his  people  emphasized  his  three  cardinal  principles: 
national  sovereignty,  economic  equality,  and  interna¬ 
tional  equality.  Especially  if  this  group  which  now  dom¬ 
inates  South  and  Central  China  effect  a  successful  working 
union  with  the  Feng  Yu  Hsiang  element,  who  have  some¬ 
what  similar  ideals  in  the  north,  the  masses  may  be  roused 
to  a  universal  effort  to  get  rid  of  selfish  militarists,  prob¬ 
ably  more  by  the  typically  Oriental  methods  of  non-co- 
operation  and  boycott  than  by  excessive  bloodshed.  Here 
again,  if  foreigners  have  understood  and  shared  with  the 
Chinese  in  their  just  aspirations  and  efforts,  they  will  be 
looked  upon  as  partners  and  friends  when  liberation  shall 
be  obtained,  be  it  in  our  lifetime  or  afterward. 

The  Student  Movement 

Lying  back  of  the  effort  to  solve  China’s  two  main 
problems  is  the  Chinese  student  movement.  For  nearly 
ten  years  the  students,  women  as  well  as  men,  have  been 
planning  and  working  to  denounce  and  expose  abuses  in 
domestic  or  foreign  circles,  and  to  spread  education  and 
a  sense  of  national  unity  among  the  populace.  While 


some  mature  critics  may  insist  that  at  times  they  go  to 
extremes,  as  youth  well  may,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as 
to  their  sincerity  and  enthusiasm.  One  who  really  knows 
the  heart  of  her  students  and  identifies  himself  with  them 
in  purpose  and  fellowship  can  have  nothing  but  faith  in 
the  future  of  China.  Already  the  student  niovement  has 
accomplished  much.  Repressed  on  the  one  hand  by  for¬ 
eign  arms  at  Shanghai  and  Canton  in  1925,  and  on  the 
other  by  certain  Chinese  military  leaders  in  1926,  it  is 
now  tending  in  a  way  to  change.  It  is  becoming;dess 
sporadic  and  impulsive.  In  almost  every  school  in  China 
there  is  a  strong  unde^rcurrent  of  deliberate,  seasoned 
analysis  and  consecration,  which  wells  out  now  and  then 
when  something  definite  can  be  attained,  but  which  is 
plainly  looking  forward  to  that  which  at  present  is  but 
seen  from  afar.  Denounced  even' at  times  by  some  West¬ 
erners  who  like  to  think  of  its  members  as  “agitators,” 
one  of  those  stereotyped  terms  by  which  our  age  is 

thoughtlessly  prone  to  debar  and 
condemn  without  consideration,  the 
student  movement  is  not  degenerate 
but  regenerate,  it  is  not  dead  but 
is  alive. 

The  Labor  Movement 

Involved  in  these  significant 
forces  is  China’s  labor  movement. 
Hardly  recognized  as  a  factor  un¬ 
til  some  five  years  ago,  it  has  now 
spread,  especially  in  the  industrial 
and  commercial  cities,  until  it  is  a 
strong  influence.  Industrial  con¬ 
ditions  have  been  bad;  there  has 
been  much  exploitation  by  prof¬ 
iteers,  native  and  foreign;  divided  sovereignty  has  made 
it  hard  to  improve  conditions  by  legislation.  But  now, 
by  the  use  of  unions  and  demonstrations,  the  workmen 
are  more  nearly  coming  to  their  own. 

The  Bolshevist  Influence 

Americans  should  welcome  these  signs  of  awakened 
energy,  not  dread  them  as  Bolshevism.  Russian  influence, 
in  so  far  as  it  has  found  acceptance  in  China,  has  done 
so  not  because  it  preaches  the  particular  economic  order 
which  is  thought  to  prevail  in  Russia,  but  because  it 
professes  to  rest  back  upon  the  theory  that  all  men  are 
to  be  treated  as  equals.  Russia  has  revised  her  treaties 
to  make  them  fully  acceptable  to  China.  She  recognizes 
the  Chinese  government  as  the  peer  of  any  in  the  world. 
She  claims  to  believe  that  a  yellow  man  is  as  good  as  a 
white  man,  that  the  poor  are  as  deserving  of  considera¬ 
tion  as  are  the  rich.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  she  has  become 
popular  to  a  people  seeking  liberty?  Certain  more  recent 
acts  of  the  Russian  government  have  weakened  Russian 
influence  by  arousing  suspicion  as  to  the  sincerity  of 
their  protestations.  Yet  the  democratic  theories  still  ap¬ 
peal,  not  because  they  are  fostered  by  Moscow,  but  be¬ 
cause  they  grow  in  the  Chinese  heart. 

The  Growing  National  Consciousness 

What  really  is  at  the  bottom  of  all  these  vital  move¬ 
ments  is  that  China  is  experiencing  the  same  impulse 
which,  for  better  or  worse,  has  dominated  Western  nations 
and  Japan — conscious  nationalism.  Having  been  oppressed 
for  a  century,  she  is  now  determined  that  imposition  from 
within  and  without  must  cease.  Most  Americans,  when 
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they  understand  this,  will  not  be  surprised.  Whether  their  number  of  first-class  Chinese  administrative  officers 
Chinese  nationalism  shall  keep  within  reasonable  limits  and  professors,  these  better  mission  schools  would  demon- 
or  whether,  driven  to  extremes,  it  may  become  a  mania,  as  strate  to  their  communities  that  they  are  of  real  use  as 
nationalism  has  in  some  other  lands,  depends  largely  upon  a  supplement  to  the  governmental  system  of  education, 
the  attitude  which  other  nations  take  toward  it.  The 

more  pride,  the  more  exploitation,  tfie  more  gunboats,  the  *  Race  Sujjeriority 

more  unwillingness  to  co-operate  on  the  part  of  foreign-  Anxious  as  the  Chinese  are  that  we  perfect  our  ma- 
ers,  the  more  will  intense  nationalism  spread  throughout  chinery  and  technique,  they  are  more  desirous  that  we 

China.  It  is  a  force  whose  psychological  implications  perfect  our  spirits.  There  is  a  lurking  suspicion  that 

the  foreigners  must  speedily  recognize.  behind  our  words  most  of  us  believe  that  the  white  race 

...  jut:'  *  superior  race  entitled  to  dominate  the  world.  We 

Christianity  and  the  Future  may  speak  with  unlimited  eloquence,  we  may  bestow  all 

The  Christian  missions  themselves  have  already  prof-  our  goods,  we  may  give  our  bodies  to  be  burned,  but  if 
ited  from  the  searching  analysis  to  which  they  have  been  we  do  it  with  pride  or  superficiality  or  exclusiveness  rather 
subjected,  especially  within  the  last  two  years.  This  ex-  than  with  love,  the  Orientals  see  through  it  all  and  it 
amination  has  been  motivated  largely  by  the  so-called  becomes  nothing.  Some  feel  that  this  element  of  actual 
Anti-Christian  Movement,  which  has  been  directed  nut  love  in  that  high  sense  in  which  Paul  used  the  term  is 

against,  the  teachings  of  Jesus  so  much  as  against  abuses  lacking  from  much  of  the  contact  of  Westerners  with 

which  have  seemed  to  be  committed  by  individuals,  groups.  Easterners. 

or  nations  calling  themselves  Christians.  Realizing  the  Already  we  can  look  forward  to  the  day  when  by  our 
justice  of  suggestions  made  by  it,  as  well  as  by  critics  invitation  considerable  numbers  of  Orientals  will  hold 
within  the  fold,  the  missions  are  rapidly  seeking  to  make  professorships  and  pulpits  in  Occidental  schools  and  col- 
improvements.  Denominations  like  the  Presbyterians  are  leges,  an  exchange  courtesy  for  what  they  receive  from 
holding  revaluation  conferences,  attended  by  representa-  us.  Americans  are  coming  to  realize  that  in  spite  of  their 
tivcs  of  America  and  China.  automobile  and  radios  they,  too,  are  humble  learners  in 

The  experience  of  Japanese  Christianity  is  being  a  world  which  has  as  yet  hardly  grasped  the  elements  of 
drawn  upon.  Much  or  all  of  the  mission  machinery  built  broadmindedness.  Fortunate  indeed  are  we  that  in  the 
up  through  a  century  may  eventually  devolve  or  pass  stress  and  diversity  of  China’s  present  day  there  are  liv- 
giving  place  to  something  better.  Many  feel  that  ing  in  that  land  those  of  both  races  who  keep  calm  and 
among  mission  institutions  the  most  serviceable  expres-  sympathetic  and  who  can  incarnate  with  vital  faith  th'i 
sion  of  Christianity  is  in  the  hospitals  and  in  the  higher  words  recently  uttered  by  one  of  their  number,  one  of  thf: 
schools  and  colleges,  so  that  at  this  time  it  is  imperative  American  church’s  finest  representatives  in  China :  “What 
that  they  be  maintained  at  their  very  best,  preferably  shall  we  do  with  differences  if  not  to  welcome  them ;  what 
with  adequate  endowments.  By  seeking  to  conform  to  shall  we  do  with  conflict  if  not  to  recognize  that  it  ma}’ 
Chinese  educational  standards  and  to  increase  greatly  be  the  voice  of  God?” 


Religion  and  Business 


By  Frank  A.  Horne 

Brooklyn,  New  York 


There  still  remain  undoubtedly  some  more  or  less  a  universal  demand  in  men  of  all  races  in  all  time.  This 
religious  men  who  hold  that  business  and  religion  is  a  day  of  big  business,  but  what  business  enterprise  or 
are  in  different  worlds  and  separate  categories  of  possible  combination  of  business  can  compare  with  the 
life  with  no  essential  relation  or  even  comfortable  prox-  size  of  the  task  which  confronts  Christianity  in  the  world 
imity.  The  modern  Christian  business  man  of  affairs,  of  to-day?  It  has  no  less  a  task  than  enlightening  and 
however,  must  recognize  that  the  two  must  be  in  close  developing  mankind  and  human  society  intellectually, 
alliance  and  act  and  react  on  each  other  in  order  that  morally,  and  spiritually.  It  seeks  to  bridge  the  chasm 
either  may  achieve  its  full  mission  in  human  society.  between  nations,  races,  and  classes  of  men.  It  is  a  process 

Business'in  the  broad  sense  has  to  do  with  the  work  of  education,  reformation,  and  evangelization.  Modern 
of  the  world.  Creative  and  constructive  work  is  essen-  business  has  many  problems,  but  no  human  undertaking 
tially  spiritual  and  fundamental  to  character  growth  and  in  any  line  of  activity  is  confronted  with  such  complexity 
development.  The  gospel  of  work  and  the  gospel  of  grace  and  intricacy  as  exists  in  the  field  of  religion.  Religion 

is  big  business  because  of  the  no¬ 
bility  and  altruism  of  its  objectives. 
It  seeks  not  material  rewards,  but 
spiritual  dividends  in  human  re¬ 
demption,  the  establishment  of  so¬ 
cial  righteousness  and  the  bringing 
in  of  world  brotherhood. 

The  work  of  Christianity  as  big 
business  has  a  right  to  demand  first 
place  in  our  interest  and  support. 
The  fact  that  each  of  us  in  our  life- 
work  has  a  special  vocation  does 


Mr.  Home,  who  writes  here  on 
Christianizing  the  social  order,  is 
one  of  the  most  active  laymen  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
a  member  of  five  General  Confer¬ 
ences,  vice-president  of  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Book  Committee. 
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not  mean  that  religion  should  be  re¬ 
garded  as  secondary  in  importance. 
Rather,  our  business  or  profession, 
whatever  it  is,  should  be  an  expression 
in  very  vital  form  of  our  religion. 
Surely  the  big  business  of  the  church 
has  a  right  to  claim  supremacy  in  its  work  in  the  heart 
and  lives  of  all  churchmen,  but  non-churchmen  also 
should  give  pre-eminence  to  the  importance  of  religion 
because  of  its  fundamental  importance  in  safeguar^ng 
and  undergirding  our  ideals,  institutions,  and  civilization. 

The  Supreme  Task  of  the  Church 

If  religion  is  the  biggest  business  in  the  world,  and 
if  as  such  it  has  a  right  to  demand  our  first  allegiance 
and  support,  it  is  pertinent  to  inquire  what  is  the  supreme 
task  of  the  church  in  its  contact  with  the  collective  activ¬ 
ities  of  mankind.  Is  not  our  great  objective  to  bring 
into  the  lives  of  men  and  of  institutions  the  life  of  Christ 
and  the  way  of  Christ  F  The  great  undertaking  of  religion 
is  to  Christianize  the  individual  and  groups  of  individuals, 
large  and  small,  in  all  human  relationships  and  associa¬ 
tions.  To  find  the  way  of  Christ  for  the  individual, 
society,  industry,  commerce,  politics,  national  and  inter¬ 
national  relations,  is  certainly  a  challenge  to  the  church 
which  should  enlist  the  support  of  virile  men  who  are 
able  to  cope  with  stupendous  undertakings.  The  question 
of  whether  our  institutions  have  been  or  can  be  Chris¬ 
tianized,  in  whole  or  in  part,  is  a  very  crucial  test  when 
we  come  to  make  the  application. 

The  Christianizing  Process 

Let  us  apply  this  test  close  at  home.  What  would 
happen  if  the  great  organizations  of  religion,  the  com¬ 
munions,  the  local  churches,  and  official  boards  were  really 
and  truly  Christianized?  Would  there  be  quite  so  much 
prejudice,  intolerance,  and  non-essential  differences? 
Would  church  unity  be  regarded  as  an  idealistic  dream 
and  the  reunion  of  our  Methodist  family  so  difiScult  to 
accomplish?  Would  not  many  of  our  churches  be  less 
self-centered,  provincial,  and  narrow;  would  there  not  be 
more  missionary  vision,  social  passion,  and  vital  evan¬ 
gelism?  Would  not  some  of  our  churches  then  be  greater 
centers  of  gospel  influence  and  less  like  religious  clubs? 

What  would  happen  if  capitalism  was  really  Chris¬ 
tianized?  Would  not  the  objective  be  a  more  equitable 
distribution  of  the  product  of  the  industry  rather  than 
the  accumulation  of  large  fortunes?  What  is  the  more 
Christian,  human  betterment  and  welfare  for  the  many 
or  financial  advantage  for  the  few?  Would  we  then  have  so 
much  radical  propaganda  and  the  alleged  “red  menace?” 
What  is  the  cure  of  the  ills  of  capitalism?  Is  it  Sovietism 
or  more  Christianity?  The  experiment  of  Russia  indi¬ 
cates  that  communism  needs  Christianizing  as  much  as 
capitalism.  If  the  labor  movement  was  really  Christian¬ 
ized,  would  we  have  the  bitter  antagonisms  and  conflicts 
of  labor  disputes  and  the  inefficiency  and  unsatisfactory 
jiroduct  of  much  of  the  labor  of  to-day?  In  a  large 
denominational  building  enterprise  recently  a  controversy 
between  labor  unions  as  to  jurisdiction  cost  the  project 
many  thousands  of  dollars.  In  the  same  building  non¬ 
union  specialists  in  equipment  were  compelled  to  pull  down 
work  completed  and  instruct  inexperienced  union  labor, 
handling  the  same  raw  material,  to  rebuild  the  fixtures 
ftt  largely  increased  cost.  Thus  Christian  benevolence 
pays  tribute  to  unchristian  attitudes  of  organized  labor. 


•  1  «  I  A  > 


If  politics  should  be  really  Chris¬ 
tianized,  would  the  price  of  senatorial 
seats  be  quite  so  high  and  the  scandal 
in  use  of  money  in  primaries  and  elec¬ 
tions  be  quite  so  prevalent?  Would  we 
stand  for  so  much  rampant  partisan¬ 
ship  and  pernicious  propaganda  to  influence  our  voting? 
Would  there  be  any  question  about  respect  for  the  Con¬ 
stitution  and  enforcement  of  the  laws,  about  the  value 
of  prohibition  and  its  marvelous  moral  and  economic 
results?  If  our  diplomacy  were  Christianized,  would  alien 
concessions  in  weaker  nations  bulk  so  large  as  against 
the  inherent  interests  of  nationals  in  their  own  land  and 
natural  resoc..v;cs? 

Suppose  we  apply  the  test  to  war.  How  absurd  and 
impossible  it  is  to  consider  for  a  moment  that  war  can 
ever  be  Christianized!  The  mere  statement  reveals  that 
war  is  the  colossal  international  sin.  It  can  never  be 
Christianized  and  therefore  the  Christian  church  should 
stand  unitedly  for  the  outlawry  of  war  and  the  substi¬ 
tution  of  an  international  authority  and  tribunal  for  the 
prevention  and  settlement  of  disputes.  The  task  of  the 
church  should  be  to  so  arouse  the  public  conscience  that 
there  will  be  as  great  a  protest  against  war  (which  in 
the  last  great  war  cost  over  ten  million  lives)  as  there 
was  in  the  anti-slavery  agitation  which  resulted  in  the 
freeing  of  three  million  slaves.  We  can  as  readily  think 
of  Christianizing  slavery  as  of  Christianizing  war. 


Service  Motive  Versus  Profit  Motive 

Christianity  has  a  way  of  exposing  the  practices  and 
principles  of  society  to  the  searchlight  of  its  truth. 
Nothing  that  touches  human  life  can  escape  the  scrutiny 
which  the  way  of  Christ  brings,  in  the  testing  and  re¬ 
vealing  processes.  Business  and  money  making  must  be 
tried  in  the  balances,  standards  of  Christianity  specifi¬ 
cally  applied  and  worthy  principles  discovered.  When 
business  is  really  Christianized  the  service  motive  will  be 
substituted  for  the  profit  motive.  It  is  a  question  here 
of  purpose  and  objective.  The  law  of  supply  and  de¬ 
mand  should  be  interpreted  by  the  golden  rule.  The  love 
of  money  (profits)  is  the  root  of  many  evils.  The  em¬ 
phasis  should  be  placed  upon  production  and  creative 
work,  not  on  money  making  as  such.  Now,  real  service 
in  business  is  usually  rewarded  in  proportion  to  its  value. 
But  too  often  in  merchandising  the  idea  of  profit  is  pre¬ 
dominant  and  service  secondary. 


Human  Rights  Versus  Property  Values 
Christian  ethics,  then,  would  taboo  the  tendency  to 
charge  “all  the  traffic  would  bear,”  regardless  of 
cost,  human  emergency,  or  necessity  which  may  be 
involved.  We  curb  the  money  power  by  law — ^why 
not  Christianize  it?  There  is  profiteering  in  peace 
as  well  as  in  war.  We  would  be  more  reconciled 
to  the  high  cost  of  labor  if  workmen  were  as  interested 
in  efficiency  and  the  quality  of  their  product  as  they  are 
in  the  time  clock  and  the  wage  scale.  If  business  was 
thoroughly  Christianized,  would  injurious  and  non-pro¬ 
ductive  speculation,  either  in  land,  commodities,  or  secur¬ 
ities,  or  gambling  on  the  markets,  be  tolerated? 

In  professional  life  we  would  despise  a  surgeon  who 
thought  more  of  his  fee  than  the  operation,  or  of  a  lawyer 
whose  retainer  was  more  important  than  his  brief  and 
argument  before  the  Supreme  Court,  or  the  clergyman 
whose  salary  was  more  to  him  than  ministry  to  the  people. 
Another  principle  which  Christianity  insists  must  be 
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applied  is  the  supremacy  of  human  rights  over  property  in  many  homes  of  the  labor  classes.  Dull  monotony  in 
values.  If  this  principle  were  followed  there  would  be  no  mass  production  is  a  great  human  problem  to  be  solved, 
longer  the  exploitation  of  women  and  children  in  industry.  There  would  be  consideration  not  only  of  stockholders* 
long  hours  in  the  mines,  or  short  pay  to  girls  in  depart-  dividends,  but  of  the  rights  of  the  public  as  consumers, 
ment  stores,  and  the  interests  of  employees  regarded  Perhaps  when  Christians  seriously  and  courageously 
merely  as  expense  items  in  the  budget.  An  alert  Chris-  undertake  to  apply  the  teachings  of  Christ  in  every  range 
tian  social  conscience  would  seek  to  solve  the  problem  of  and  interest  of  life,  the  desired  revival  of  religion  will 
unemployment,  the  **hire  and  fire”  system,  and  the  in-  come,  and  our  churches  become  again  commanding  centers 
security  and  instability  of  labor.  This  is  the  dark  specter  of  worship  and  spiritual  power. 

Equity  or  Equalization  in  Ministers’ 

Salaries? 

By  Wilson  G.  Cole 

PoMtor  Grant  Avenue  Methodiet  Episcopal  Church,  Dfnver,  Colorado 


ONE  of  the  hopeful  signals  in  Methodism  of  last 
year  was  the  cry  for  fairness  in  salary  distribu¬ 
tion  to  the  ministers  of  the  church.  The  glaring 
discrepancies  have  been  cited.  At  the  top  and  near  the 
top  a  group  of  well-paid  apostles  have  had  funds  for 
books,  travel,  automobiles,  the  luxury  of  benevolent  giv¬ 
ing,  and  the  security  of  retirement  provision.  At  the 
bottom  and  near  the  bottom  a  group  of  members  of  the 
same  fraternity  of  Christ  have  lived  companions  of  pov¬ 
erty,  denied  the  tools  of  progress  in  their  craft,  and 
facing  a  future  for  their  families  empty  of  promise  and 

joy- 

Any  attempt  to  apply  that  cardinal  Christian  prin¬ 
ciple,  **Bear  ye  one  another’s  burdens  and  so  fulfill  the 
law  of  Christ,”  to  this  unchristian  situation  is  joyously 
welcomed,  not  only  by  the  struggling  pastors  in  difficult 
fields,  but  by  the  mass  of  Methodist  people,  the  majority 
of  whom  are  the  middle  class  in  the  income  scale  of 
America. 

Add  to  the  obvious  justice  of  the  movement  toward 
equalization  of  pastors’  salaries  the  character  and  posi¬ 
tion  of  its  champions — great  leaders  in  strong  churches 
and  vigorous  bishops  in  strategic  centers — and  you  have 
an  enthusiasm  spreading  through  the  church  likened  in 
spirit  to  the  awakening  revivals  of  another  day. 

And  yet,  I  am  forced  seriously  to  ask  the  question, 
“Is  this  another  movement  of  wings?”  Has  it  only  facil¬ 
ities  of  flight,  satisfying  to  the  creators  and  thrilling  to 
the  spectators?  I  confess  frankly  I  have  searched  in  vain 
every  article  and  utterance  bearing  on  this  tragic  problem 
to  find  its  feet.  For  I  am  interested  not  in  flying  toward 
equalization,  but  walking  certainly  into  equity.  There  is 
so  much  hazard  in  flight.  There  is  so  much  security  in 
taking  the  next  step. 

For  example,  the  Pittsburgh  Conference,  of  which  I 
shall  always  feel  myself  a  member  by  ties  of  birth,  love, 
and  service,  may -take  certain  steps  at  their  next  Con¬ 
ference  session.  I  use  the  Pittsburgh  Conference  because 
the  movement  is  here  receiving  an  impetus  and  leadership 
unequaled  elsewhere,  and  because  I  know  thoroughly  this 
great  group  of  preachers. 

As  a  first  step  the  minister’s  support  of  the  Perma¬ 
nent  Annuity  or  Retired  Fund  can  immediately  be  put 
on  a  graduated  percentage  basis.  For  many  years  the 
membership  fee  was  $5.  A  few  years  ago  it  was  raised 
to  $10.  To  increase  the  income  of  the  fund,  irresistible 
appeals  were  made  for  $100  subscriptions,  with  special 


pressure  brought  to  the  young  recruit.  In  other  words, 
the  system  has  been  equalization  of  giving  rather  than 
equalization  of  burdens.  The  man  at  Nanty-Glo,  if  a 
member  of  the  Conference,  was  taxed  the  same  as  the 
man  of  Christ  Church.  It  would  be  a  certain  step  toward 
equity  to  exempt  from  payment  to  this  fund  all  receiving 
a  salary  under  $2,000,  to  tax  one  half  of  one  per  cent 
of  salaries  from  $2,000  to  $3,000,  one  per  cent  from 
$3,000  to  $4,000,  one  and  one  half  per  cent  from  $4,000 
to  $5,000,  and  two  per  cent  of  salaries  above  $5,000. 
Then  the  pastor  at  Christ  Church  would  pay  approxi¬ 
mately  $200  a  year  and  the  man  at  Nanty-Glo  would 
pay  nothing. 

As  a  second  step,  easily  possible,  would  be  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  fund,  to  be  in  charge  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Stewards,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  every 
salary  of  a  member  of  the  Conference  to  the  minimum 
of  $200  per  month.  The  support  of  this  fund  again 
could  be  on  a  graduated  percentage  basis,  the  highest 
salaried  man  not  only  paying  more,  but  paying  a  higher 
percentage  of  their  salary,  toward  this  fairer  distribution. 

A  third  step  would  be  a  Book  Fund  created  by  a 
percentage  of  salaries  of  men  receiving  over  $4,000.  This 
fund,  with  The  Methodist  Book  Concern,  should  make  it 
possible  for  each  preacher  receiving  less  than  $3,000  to 
have  a  $10  yearly  account.  Nothing  is  more  needed  than 
this  step.  For  the  tragedy  of  underpay  in  the  ministry 
is  the  cutting  into  the  supply  material  for  mind  building. 

The  above  suggested  steps,  equally  applicable  to  the 
Colorado,  Pittsburgh,  or  any  Methodist  Conference,  may 
be  a  long  distance  from  equalization  of  ministers’  salaries, 
but  they  are  significant  steps  on  the  way  to  equity. 

Some  of  the  charges  of  utopian  idealism  against  us 
as  ministers  are  true.  We  like  to  shout  about  the  glory 
of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  We  too  often  become  bored 
when  someone  asks,  “Where  shall  we  begin?” 

Cathedral  Lamp 

By  Florence  Reeves 

Let  me  be  a  lamp  that  glows  in  the  cathedral  of  life. 
Unseen  by  the  villagers. 

Only  as  they  pass  may  my  light  diffuse  an  unguessed 
beauty 

On  worn,  cold  stones ; 

And  when  the  burning  fire  my  vessel  to  pain. 

Only  Thou,  Cathedral  Builder,  need  know. 
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Indianapolis  Withdraws 


Indianapolis  Area  Methodism,  through  its 
special  committee,  composed  of  Resident-Bishop 
F.  D.  Leete,  F.  C.  Jordan,  and  Charles  F.  Coffin, 
appointed  to  consult  with  the  General  Conference  Com¬ 
mission  for  1928  concerning  the  availability  of  Indian¬ 
apolis  as  the  place  for  the  next  session  of  General  Con¬ 
ference,  has  sent, to  the  Commission  on  General  Confer¬ 
ence  for  1928  the  following  communication,  which  is 
self-explanatory : 

“In  good  faith,  and  without  differences  of  any  nature, 
the  Methodists  of  Indianapolis,  through  representatives, 
invited  the  General  Conference  of  1928  to  meet  in  that 
city.  Subsequent  local  developments  have  made  it  seem 
best  to  retract  this  invitation,  and  the  following  paper 
has  been  sent  the  General  Conference  Commission: 

“When  the  committee  representing  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Indianapolis  extended  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  General  Conference  for  1928  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  hold  that  session  of  the  Conference  in  Indian¬ 
apolis,  we  were  sure  then,  and  we  are  sure  now,  that  the 
invitation  had  the  hearty  and  united  support  of  Indian¬ 


apolis  Methodism,  and  the  same  hearty  and  united  spirit 
still  prevails. 

“Since  the  visit  of  the  commission  to  our  city,  we 
have  given  most  careful  consideration  to  the  matter  of 
the  meeting  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Conference 
in  our  city,  .and  we  have  become  convinced  that  greater 
good  would  be  accomplished  to  Methodism  in  this  city 
and  State  if  we  could  have  the  session  of  the  Conference 
here  in  1932  instead  of  in  1928. 

“We  have  arrived  at  this  conclusion  reluctantly  and 
only  after  the  most  careful  consideration.  We  fully 
realize  that  our  mention  of  1932  can  give  us  no  prior 
claim  on  that  date,  but  as  the  General  Conference  will 
certainly  be  held  in  Indianapolis  some  time,  we  hope  that 
1932  may  be  the  chosen  year. 

“Thanking  the  commission,  therefore,  very  sincerely 
for  its  courteous  and  careful  examinations  of  the  facili¬ 
ties  of  our  city  for  our  caring  for  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  we  respectfully  withdraw  our  invitation  to  have 
Indianapolis  chosen  for  1928. 

“Very  cordially  and  sincerely:  F.  D.  Leete,  F.  C. 
Jordan,  Charles  F.  Coffin,  Special  Committee.” 


Bishop  McDowell  Dedicates  McKendree 
Church,  Cumberland,  Maryland 


The  cut  herewith  represents  the  McKendree 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Cumber- 
^  land,  Md.,  of  the  Pittsburgh  District, 
Washington  Conference.  The  property  was  pur¬ 
chased  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
(white)  in  1865  and  underwent  some  improve¬ 
ments  in  1873. 

Under  the  present  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Na¬ 
thaniel  Minor,  who  has  served  this  charge  for 
three  years,  the  church  has  been  thoroughly  re¬ 
modeled  at  a  cost  of  $8,000,  which  included  a  new 
front,  interior  renovation  and  decoration.  Ad¬ 
ditionally  a  pipe  organ  was  installed  worth  $3,000, 
giving  the  church  its  present  attractive  appear¬ 
ance,  with  only  $3,000  remaining  to  be  paid  on 
total  improvements.  The  church  by  popular  as¬ 
sent  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  churches  in  Cum¬ 
berland. 

The  dedication  was  held  on  the  third  Sunday, 
January  16,  at  3  P.  M.,  at  which  time  Bishop 
William  F.  McDowell,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Area  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
delivered  the  principal  address.  The  bishop  based 
his  discourse  on  Rom.  1.  14,  “I  am  debtor  both 
to  the  Greeks  and  to  the  Barbarians,  both  to  the 
wise  and  to  the  unwise.”  The  bishop  set  forth 
the  fact,  “if  we  have  received  any  favors  from 
anyone,  we  are  debtors  to  everyone.”  He  said 
further,  “The  properties  located  near  McKendree  Church 
have  been  enhanced  in  value  as  a  result  of  improvements 
made  by  this  congregation,  and  they  are  therefore  debt¬ 
ors.”  The  bishop  also  emphasized,  “because  of  the  in¬ 
tellectual,  economical,  and  moral  status  of  the  Negro 


McKendree  Methodiet  Epiteopal  Church,  Cumberland,  Maryland 
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race,  they  should  never  be  regarded  as  inferior.  And 
God  forgive  any  man  that  thinks  so.” 

Dr.  M.  J.  Naylor  introduced  the  bishop  with  appro¬ 
priate  remarks,  and  served  as  master  of  ceremonies.  Dr. 
Howard  Thompson,  pastor  of  Centre  Street  Methodist 
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Episcopal  Church,  delivered  an  address,  and  expressed 
appreciation  on  behalf  of  his  congr^Ation  for  the  achieve¬ 
ments.  Other  ministers  present  and  taking  part  in  the 
services  were  the  Revs.  S.  R.  Drummond,  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Edmond  Trottman,  of  the 
Episcopal  Church ;  W.  M.  Lucas,  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Prof.  Douglas  King,  principal  of  Frederick  Street  School, 
was  director  of  music. 

T^e  morning  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  M.  J.  Nay¬ 
lor,  and  at  night  the  annual  sermon  was  preached  to  the 
Fort  Cumberland  Lodge,  order  of  Elks  and  Daughters 
of  Elks,  by  the  pastor. 


The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  on  Mon¬ 
day  night  and,  this  being  the  closing  year  of  Dr,  Naylor’s 
incumbency  as  superintendent,  a  handsome  purse  was 
voted  in  his  honor.  The  pastor’s  return  was  unanimously 
requested  by  the  Conference. 

Other  speakers  during  the  week  were  the  Revs.  V.  T. 
Key,  C.  E.  Johnson,  I.  L.  Johnson,  and  S.  R.  Drummond. 
The  dedicatory  services  closed  on  Sunday,  January  23, 
with  Dr.  J.  U.  King,  pastor  of  Asbury  Church,  Wash¬ 
ington,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Esther  B.  King, 
preaching  both  morning  and  night  two  wonderful  sermons 
to  a  large  and  enthusiastic  congregation. 


The  Mississippi  Annual  Conference 


The  fifty-ninth  session  of  the  Mississippi  Annual 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  con¬ 
vened  in  Haven  Chapel,  Meridian,  Miss.,  of  which 
the  Rev.  G.  W.  Williams  is  pastor,  January  26,  1927. 
Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones  presided.  He  read  the 
first  chapter  of  Paul’s  Letter  to  the  Philippians,  and  em¬ 
phasized  in  his  address  that  the  chief  purpose  of  the 
church  is  that  of  getting  the  people  who  are  members 
of  the  church  in  the  right  attitude  toward  the  spiritual 
life. 

The  bishop  administered  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper,  assisted  by  George  C.  Douglass,  Publishing  Agent 
of  the  church ;  Dr.  Will  H.  Huff,  of  South  America ; 
and  the  district  superintendents '  of  the  Conference. 

The  roll  of  the  Conference  showed  that  the  following 
ministers  had  died  during  the  year:  Robert  Jordan,  An¬ 
derson  Lee,  H,  S.  Morton,  W.  A.  Oates,  J.  J.  Young, 
H.  L.  Kennedy,  and  J.  I.  Garrett. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Shumpert,  who  has  been  on  the  roll  of  the 
Conference  for  more  than  fifty  years,  was  reelected  sec¬ 
retary.  He  named  the  Revs.  S.  G.  Roberts,  L.  E.  John¬ 
son,  A.  L.  Holland,  as  assistants.  The  Rev.  P.  W.  Bald¬ 
win  was  elected  statistician,  and  named  for  his  assist¬ 
ants  the  Revs.  J.  C.  Gillespie,  P.  A.  Taylor,  E.  P.  Chap¬ 
man,  D.  R.  Bently,  and  A.  L.  Bohannon.  The  Rev.  M. 
P.  Johnson,  of  Yazoo  City,  was  elected  treasurer,  with 
the  Revs.  W.  L.  MarshaU,  A.  B.  Keeling,  A.  L.  Holland, 
J.  D.  Wheaton,  Sherman  Wright,  A.  W.  Wilks,  and  J. 
C.  Smoot,  assistants.  Dr.  J.  B.  F.  Shaw  and  the  Rev. 
J.  B.  Campbell  were  elected  reporters. 

Dr.  George  C.  Douglass,  Publishing  Agent  of  the 
church,  with  headquarters  in  Cincinnati,  and  Dr.  Will  H. 
Huff,  of  South  America,  were  introduced.  Dr.  M.  J. 
Sherrard,  of  New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  Meridian,  made 
the  welcome  address  on  behalf  of  the  colored  churches 
of  the  city.  Bishop  Jones  in  well  chosen  words  nobly  re¬ 
sponded.  All  district  superintendents  made  their  reports 
after  the  characters  of  the  various  ministers  had  been 
voted  upon  and  passed.  The  Rev.  N.  N.  Sidney,  of  the 
Jackson  District,  being  ill,  was  not  present.  A  telegram 
of  greeting  was  sent  to  the  Rev.  N.  N.  Sidney.  His 
answer  referred  to  Philippians  4.  8.  The  bishop  read 
it  with  great  emphasis. 

Dr.  Will  H.  Huff  preached  every  evening  at  4.  P.  M. 
Other  speakers  were  Drs.  R.  J.  Wade,  executive  secretary 
of  the  World  Service  Commission;  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  Sr., 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary ;  R.  L.  Young  and  Walker, 
of  the  Colored  Meithodist  Episcopal  Church ;  Wm.  Jones, 
Department  of  Sunday  Schools;  M.  T.  J.  Howard,  con¬ 
nected  with  rural  church  extension;  Prof.  R.  H.  Mc¬ 


Allister,  manager  of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate;  R.  G.  Morris,  teacher  of  religious  instruction;  J. 
R.  Reynolds,  Jean  of  Haven  Teachers’  College;  A.  F. 
Watkins  and  W.  B.  Jones,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South ;  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  secretary  of  the  Home 
Mission  and  Church  Extension  Board;  Dr.  George  Har¬ 
lan  McClung,  pastor  of  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. ;  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief.  All  of 
the  above  named  speakers  represented  their  cause  and 
gave  valuable  exhortations. 

Thursday  evening  a  demonstration  of  different 
models  of  dress  was  exhibited  by  Miss  Trotter,  teacher 
of  home  economics.  Haven  Teachers’  College.  It  was 
indeed  a  beautiful  display  and  greatly  enjoyed.  It  was 
voted  and  passed  by  the'  Conference  to  hold  thp  Friday 
morning  session  at  Haven  Teachers’  College.  Trans¬ 
portation  and  dinner  were  furnished  by  the  president  and 
faculty.  The  Conference  was  highly  entertained  by  the 
orchestra  of  the  college,  and  Dr.  J.  W.  E.  BoweQ,  Sr., 
gave  excellent  service  during  the  Conference.  On  Friday, 
at  5  P.  M.,  the  East  End  city  school  gave  a  delightful 
banquet  for  the  ministers  and  delegates  under  the  auspices 
of  the  P.  T.  Association,  at  which  all  were  highly  en¬ 
tertained.  Through  the  untiring  efforts  of  Dr.  D.  L. 
Morgan,  district  superintendent,  and  the  Rev.  G.  W. 
Williams,  pastor  of  Haven  Chapel,  the  courthouse  was 
secured  for  the  Sunday  services  at  11  A.  M.  Bishop 
Jones  preached  a  most  wonderful  sermon  to  a  crowded 
house  from  Rev.  3.  20,  which  will  be  long  remembered. 
At  3  P.  M.,  the  ordination  service  was  very  impressive. 
Memorial  service  was  held  at  3.30  P.  M.  Dr.  Huff 
preached  the  closing  sermon. 

After  reading  of  appropriate  resolutions,  the  Confer¬ 
ence  adjourned,  to  meet  in  Central  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Jackson,  Miss,  in  1928. — Rev.  J.  B.  Campbell, 
Reporter. 

CuflT 

A  True  Story  of  a  Negro  Slave 

[A  clipping  from  a  pamphlet  of  J.  H.  Femming  Bible  Truth 
Depot,  sent  to  the  Southwestern  by  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Jones,  Marshall¬ 
town,  Iowa.] 

UFF  was  a  Negro  slave  who  lived  in  the  South  be¬ 
fore  the  war.  He  was  a  joyful  Christian  and  a 
faithful  servant.  His  master,  however,  was  in 
need  of  money,  and  one  day  a  young  planter,  who  was  an 
infidel,  came  to  buy  Cuff.  The  price  was  agreed  upon, 
and  the  Christian  slave  was  sold  to  the  infidel.  But  in 
parting  with  him  the  master  said:  “You  will  find  Cuff 
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a  good  worker,  and  you  can  trust  him;  he  will  suit  you 
every  respect  but  one.”  “And  what  is  that?”  asked 
^he  buyer.  “He  will  pray,  and  you  can’t  break  him  of 
it ;  but  that  is  his  only  fault.”  “I’ll  soon  whip  that  out 
of  him,”  remarked  the  infidel.  “I  fear  not,”  said  the 
former  master,  “and  would  not  advise  you  to  try  it;  he 
would  rather  die  than  give  it  up.”  . 

Cuff  proved  faithful  to  the  new  master,  the  same  as 
he  had  to  the  old.  The  master  soon  got  word  that  Cuff 
had  been  praying,  and  calling  him,  said:  “Cuff,  you  must 
not  pray  any  more;  we  can’t  have  any  praying  around 
here;  never  let  me  hear  any  more  about  this  nonsense.” 
Cuff  replied :  “Oh,  massa,  I  has  to  pray  to  Jesus ;  and 
when  I  pray  I  loves  you  and  missus  all  the  more,  and 
can  work  all  the  harder  for  you.”  But  he  was  sternly 
forbidden  to- pray  any  more,  under  penalty  of  a  severe 
flogging.  That  evening,  when  the  day’s  work  was  done, 
he  talked  to  his  God,  like  Daniel  of  old,  as  he  had  afore¬ 
time.  Next  morning  he  was  summoned  to  appear  before 
his  master,  who  demanded  of  him  why  he  had  disobeyed 
him.  “Oh,  massa,  I  has  to  pray;  I  canna  live  without 
it,”  said  Cuff.  At  this  the  master  flew  into  a  terrible 
rage  and  ordered  Cuff  to  be  tied  to  the  whipping  post, 
fi^’itH  his  shirt  off.  He  then  applied  the  rawhide  with  all 
the  force  he  possessed,  until  his  young  wife  ran  out  in 
tears  and  begged  him  to  stop.  The  man  was  so  infuriated 
that  he  threatened  to  punish  her  next  if  she  did  not  leave 
him,  then  continued  to  apply  the  lash  until  his  strength 
was  exhausted.  Then  he  ordered  the  bleeding  back  to 
be  washed  in  salt  and  water,  his  shirt  replaced,  and  the 
poor  slave  to  set  about  his  work. 

Though  in  great  pain.  Cuff  went  away  singing  in  a 
groaning  voice :  “My  suffering  time  will  soon  be  o’er,  when 
I  shall  sigh  and  weep  no  more.”  Cuff  worked  all  that  day, 
as  the  blood  oozed  from  his  back  where  the  lash  had 
made  long,  deep  furrows.  Meantime  God  was  working 
in  his  master.  He  saw  his  wickedness  and  cruelty  to  that 
poor  soul,  whose  only  fault  had  been  his  fidelity.  Con¬ 
viction  seized  upon  him.  In  great  distress  of  mind  he 
went  to  bed,  but  could  not  sleep.  Such  was  his  agony 
at  midnight  that  he  awoke  his  wife  and  told  her  he  was 
dying.  “Shall  I  call  in  the  doctor?”  she  said.  “No,  no, 
^  don’t  want  a  doctor.  Is  there  anyone  on  the  planta¬ 
tion  that  can  pray  for  me?  I  am  afraid  that  I  am  going 
to  hell.”  “I  don’t  know’  of  anyone,”  said  his  wife,  “ex¬ 
cept  the  slave  you  punished  this  morning.”  “Do  you 
think  he  w’ould  pray  for  me?”  he  anxiously  inquired. 

^  es,  I  think  he  would,”  she  replied.  “Well,  send  for 
him  quickly.”  On  going  after  Cuff,  they  found  him  on 
his  knees  in  prayer,  and  when  called,  he  supposed  it 
was  to  be  punished  again.  On  being  taken  to  the  mas¬ 
ter’s  room,  he  found  him  writhing  in  agony.  The  master, 
groaning,  said:  “Oh,  Cuff,  can  you  pray  for  me?”  “Yes, 
bress  de  Lord,  massa,  I’se  been  praying  for  you  all  de 
night,”  and  at  this  he  dropped  on  his  knees,  and  like 
Jacob  of  old,  wrestled  in  prayer.  Before  the  break  of 
Jay,  Cuff  witnessed  the  conversion  of  both  master  and 
mistress.  Master  and  slave  embraced.  Race  differences 
and  past  cruelty  were  swept  away  by  the  love  of  God, 
and  tears  of  joy  were  mingled. 

Cuff  was  immediately  set  free,  and  worked  no  more 
the  plantation.  The  master  took  Cuff  and  went  out 
preach  the  gospel.  They  traveled  all  over  the  South, 
witnessing  to  the  power  of  Christ  to  save  to  the  uttermost. 

Such  is  the  power  of  the  love  of  God  in  the  soul  where 
Christ  dwells  (1  John  4.  10). 


Looks 


A  OcJI^e  Professor 
at  Missi 


issions  in  Africa 


MISS  MABEL  CARNEY,  associate  professor  of 
education  in  Columbia  University,  rtpently  re¬ 
turned  from  a  trip  of  several  months  in  Africa, 
where  she  visited  hundreds  of  mission  schools  and  mission 
stations.  Her  ‘‘friendliness”  toward  mission  work  has 
changed  to  open  “conversion”  to  the  cause  as  a  result 
of  what  she  saw.  Miss  Carney  says  regarding  her  obser¬ 
vations  : 

“I  had  taken  it  for  granted,  before  I  made  this  trip 
to  Africa,  that  missions  were  rather  passing,  that  they 
had  had  their  day,  and  that  now  we  should  look  forward 
to  a  day  of  education  on  the  government  basis.  We  have 
always  felt  that  they  have  done  great  work  in  their  day, 
but  that  perhaps  they  were  a  passing  agency.  I  am 
afraid  at  our  universities  we  are  sometimes  given  this 
impression  by  some  of  our  foreign  students,  particularly 
those  from  the  Orient.  They  feel  missions  have  had  their 
day  in  their  countries. 

“After  this  trip  of  some  eighteen  thousand  miles 
around  Africa,  I  have  come  home  absolutely  converted 
to  a,  belief  in  missions.  I  believe  in  them  more  fully  than 
ever  before  for  two  reasons.  I  believe  in  them  for  the 
great  need  for  missionary  work  I  saw.  No  one  can  see 
the  needs  out  there  without  the  feeling  that  there  is  a 
great  place  in  the  world  for  the  missionary  idea.  The 
physical  suffering  of  the  people  is  so  terrible  that  you 
cannot  stand  before  a  few  hundreds  of  those  people 
without  realizing  the  great  work  done  by  missions.  In 
the  field  of  health  alone  the  need  is  immeasurable.  You 
cannot  go  to  Africa  and  see  the  quality  of  service  ren¬ 
dered  by  missionary  agencies  without  feeling  that  this  is 
truly  a  great  work,  and  without  having  a  greater  belief 
in  missions  than  ever  before. 

“There  are  about  twelve  thousand  missionaries  in 
Africa  to-day.  Perhaps  about  half  of  them  are  Prot¬ 
estant  and  about  half  Catholic.  I  came  home  ffeeling 
very  glad  indeed  for  the  tjrpe  and  quality  of  service  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  American  missions  as  compared  with  that 
of  others.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  cause  for  us  to 
be  in  any  sense  ashamed  of  our  missionary  work  in  Africa. 
That  was  particularly  true  in  Natal  and  Egypt.  It  is 
true  in  other  places.  It  was  less  true  in  Liberia  than 
anywhere  else  I  went.  That  statement  is  not  going  to 
hold  true  very  long,  for  one, man  over  there  will  do  more 
in  Liberia  than  has  been  done  before.  In  almost  one 
year  Mr.  Sibley  has  transformed  the  work  in  Liberia  in 
spirit  and  feeling  by  tackling  the  problem  of  the  people. 

“Shall  the  most  ennobling  and  stimulating  force  in 
the  daily  life  of  Western  nations  cease  to  exist?  If  you 
say  ‘yes,’  you  will  say  ‘missions  shall  cease.’  If  you  say 
‘no,’  you  will  say  that  missions  shall  not  cease — ^because 
missions  as  I  saw  them  in  Africa  mean  just  these  things. 
In  one  way  I  have  always  been  a  missionary.  I  have  not 
been  a  foreign  missionary,  but  I  have  always  believed  in 
the  missionary  spirit  applied  to  foreign  situations  and 
believed  in  it  to  apply  to  our  own  professional  life  in 
America.  In  my  own  profession,  education,  the  greatest 
danger  of  the  whole  profession  to-day  is  the  danger  of 
tending  toward  a  materialistic  aspect  in  failing  to  hold 
to  what  might  be  called  ‘the  missionary  vision’  of  the 
profession — teaching.  I  believe  this  to  be  true  of  other 
professions.” 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

brakVAifovAi  SmM 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
SHARING  THE  GOOD  NEWS  • 

FIRST  QUARTER.  LESSON  X.  MARCH  6 


be  better.  But  thos«  are  the  men  who  have 
accepted  it  without  any  such  desire,  but 
from  other  considerations.  In  the  long 
the  sharer  of  the  good  news  who  is  not  hiiiH 
self  accepted  as  good,  will  be  more  detrimeim 
tal  than  beneflcral  to  the  cause.  He  will 
either  destroy  men’s  respect  for  the  cause  or, 
if  he  is  very  influential,  will  influence  men 
to  accept  the  kind  of  Christianity  which  they 
think  he  exemplifles.  Thereby  the  number  of 
shoddy  Christians  is  constantly  increased. 

SAM  HCSTOX  COLLnOB. 


Scripture  Leteon — Acts  8.  4-8;  2  Cor.  S. 
14-20. 

This  lesson  is  concerned  with  the  spread¬ 
ing  of  Christianity  among  the  people  of  the 
homeland;  while  the  next  lesson  will  be  con¬ 
cerned  with  spreading  it  among  peoples  of 
other  lands. 

The  Newt  to  Be  Shared.  Stated  in  one 
way,  the  news  to  be  shared  is  that  personal 
salvation  from  the  power  of  evU,  that  is, 
spiritual  power,  to  triumph  over  evU  temp¬ 
tations  from  without  ana  within  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  salvation  from  eternal  sorrow  to 
eternal  happiness,  may  be  won  through  a 
practical  liith  in  Jesus  Christ.  We  saw  in 
our  last  lesson  that  from  the  moral  stand¬ 
point  we  are  all  dual  personalities.  We  do 
some  good  and  we  do  some  wrong.  This  is 
true  only  because  of  the  temptations  to  which 
we  are  naturally  subject,  but  also  because 
of  the  weakness  of  our  natural  will  when 
confronted  by  evil  temptations  especially 
from  within. 

The  true  philosopher  may  have  a  high  ideai 
of  ri^rteousness,  and  may  be  able  to  control 
his  wiil  in  accordance  with  his  ideaL  But 
there  are  only  a  few  such  men.  The  rank 
and  flle  of  people  have  never  been  and  never 
will  be  true  phUosophers.  Philosophy  has 
been  offered  as  a  means  of  personal  salva¬ 
tion.  But  if  philosophy  could  save  the  world, 
there  would  not  have  been  anv  need  of  Christ, 
and  Christianity  never  would  have  become 
generally  accepted  as  a  means  of  salvation. 
Before,  during,  and  after  Jesus’  ministry  on 
earth,  philosophy  tried  to  point  men  to  the 
personal  salvation  which  a  practical  faith  in 
Christ  offers.  It  is  known  that  Stoicism  did 
not  have  the  poorest  conception  of  salvation 
imaginable,  and  that  it  really  produced  a 
few  exemplary  men.  But  the  world,  that  is, 
the  masses  of  men,  were  not  and  could  never 
have  been  appreciably  affected  by  it.  Prac¬ 
tical  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  does  for  all  what 
a  good  philosophy  can  do  only  for  the  few, 
the  true  philosophers — ^it  gives  them  self- 
control  whereby  they  can  conquer  themselves 
and  conform  their  conduct  in  accordance  with 
their  idesd  of  righteousness  and  goodness; 
and  it  gives  them  the  highest  ideal  of  right¬ 
eousness  and  goodness — even  the  ideal  as  in 
the  character  of  Jesus  Christ.  In  a  sense 
Christianity  is  a  philosophy  itself.  But  it  is 
a  philosophy  which  is  simple  enough  to  bear  a 
message  of  salvation  to  tbe  lowly  and  ig¬ 
norant  as  well  as  to  the  high  and  intellectuai 
— ^because  it  speaks  to  man  as  human  and  not^ 
only  to  man  as  a  philosopher.  The  news  is, 
then,  personal  salvation  to  goodness  here  and 
hereafter,  and  to  eternal  and  not  transient 


of  the  news  sharer  is  to  awaken  into  con¬ 
sciousness  his  dormant  better  self  which,  we 
bdieve,  every  man  has  who  has  not  “sinned 
against  the  Holy  Ghost,”  but  which  long  in¬ 
dulgence  in  evil  has  lulled  to  sleep.  Christ 
appeals  to  our  better  self;  and  one  cannot 
truly  accept  Him  unless  one  desires  to  be 
better  than  he  already  is,  and  is  keenly  sen¬ 
sitive  of  his  need  of  assistance  in  conquering 
his  worse  self.  'That  is  but  another  way 
of  stating  the  familiar  idea  of  “conviction 
of  sin.”  One  must  be  convicted  of  sin  be¬ 
fore  one  is  willing  to  accept  the  offer  of  re¬ 
demption  from  sin.  • 

In  his  letter  to  the  Romans  (which  is  doubt¬ 
less  the  most  carefully  preparra  and  logically 
developed  epistle  of  the  New  Testament) 
Paul  sought  flrst  to  convince  Jew  and  Gen¬ 
tile  of  their  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  then  to 
show  them  that  Jesus  Christ  was  just  the 
Saviour  they  needed.  Peter  drew  from  his 
hearers  the  earnest  enquiry.  What  shall  we 
do?  What  shall  we  do?  Then  he  shared 
the  good  news  among  them  (Acts  2.  87,  88). 
The  sharing  of  the  good  news  must  be  pre¬ 
ceded  by  the  declaring  of  some  bad  news  if 
it  is  not  to  be  in  vain,  but  accepted  as  good. 
The  bad  news  is  a  means  by  which  the  better 
self  of  men  is  awakened. 

The  Oood  Newt  Sharer.  The  successful 
sharer  of  the  good  news  must  at  least  be  able 
to  point  to  some  practical  values  which  he 
himself  has  received  from  his  acceptance  of 
the  news.  Especially  is  that  true  to-day. 
Along  every  line  men  are  thinking  in  terms 
of  practical  values.  When  their  allegiance 
and  support  are  solicited  for  any  cause,  they 
wish  to  know  the  practical  value  of  that 
cause  to  society.  For  this  reason  many  men 
of  means  cannot  be  warmed  up  in  their  sup¬ 
port  of  academic  colleges — ^because  they  have 
not  been  convinced  of  the  practical  value  of 
such  colleges.  For  this  reason  it  is  relatively 
harder  to  get  men  to  accept  the  news  as  good 
to-day  than  in  some  other  day — ^because  they 
can  point  out  so  many  who  claim  to  have 
accepted  it,  but  in  whose  life  the  acceptance 
has  made  no  appreciable  difference.  Every¬ 
thing  is  to  be  judged  by  its  best  product. 
And  there  are  also  many  men  in  whose  life 
the  acceptance  of  the  good  news  has  been 
very  effective  for  good.  Thete  are  the  men 
who  have  accepted  it  with  an  earnest  desire  to 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lesson  fob  Sunoat,  Mabch  6,  1927 
“They  that  were  teatiered  abroad  went  every¬ 
where  preaching" 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  early  disciples  of  our  Lord  were  soon 
scattered  far.  It  could  have  been  counted 
a  hardship  but  for  the  joy  of  preaching  the 
Word  to  those  who  had  not  yet  heard  of 
Christ  and  the  kingdom  he  came  to  set  up 
in  the  world.  There  is  no  joy  comparable 
with  that  inspired  in  bearing  the  message 
of  hope  and  deliverance  where  it  has  not 
been  known.  This  is  the  reason  why  mis¬ 
sionaries  on  furlough  from  their  field  are  so 
often  homesick  to  return. 

And  everywhere  these  early  Christians  went 
they  were  preaching  Jesus,  and  in  His  name 
were  healing  and  blessing  the  people.  It 
was  the  love  of  Christ  which  constrain^ 
them,  and  the  knowledge  that  He  died  f(^ 
all  encouraged  them  to  tell  everybody.  So 
that  in  lands  where  darkness  reigned  all 
things  became  new — new  thoughts,  new  de¬ 
sires,  new  joys,  new  hopes,  new  purposes,  new 
ambitions,  new  ideals,  a  new  wjrld.  This  is 
what  the  preaching  of  Jesus  does  in  any  land 
of  darkness  and  to  any  people  in  sin. 

Thus  did  Paul  go,  and  those  that  were 
with  him,  as  ambassadors  for  Christ,  that  all 
the  people  in  their  missionary  fields  should 
become  reconciled  to  God,  for  provision  had 
been  made  for  every  son  of  ^Adam.  The 
price  of  reconciliation  has  been  paid,  and 
God  is  only  waiting  the  coming  of  all  the 
earth  unto  Himself.  This  is  the  message  of 
good  news  which  the  early  missionaries  carried 
as  they  were  scattered  everywhere;  they  went 
preaching  Christ,  the  hope  of  the  entire 
world.  .  , 

The  spirit  of  helpfulness  to  all  mankind 
is  what  makes  us  love  everybody.  Of  what¬ 
ever  country  or  race,  we  go  gladly  to  show 
each  how  they  may  find  God.  For  God  is 
in  the  world,  and  many  do  not  know  it,  that 
He  may  reconcile  the  world  to  Himself 
through  Christ.  Christians  as  missionaries 
are  to  go  everywhere,  making  this  truth 
known.  It  is  glorious  to  have  the  church  i& 
all  the  world  to  make  God  real  to  them.  ^ 

GAMMON  SEMINABY. 


Epworth  League  Topic 

MARCH  6 


joys  here  and  hereafter. 

It  the  Newt  Ooodt  Whether  or  not  one 
will  consider  the  news  good  or  indifferent 
depends  on  whether  or  not  one  has  an  ear¬ 
nest  desire  to  live  at  his  best  twenty-four 
hours  each  day  with  the  g^reatest  amount 
of  genuine  happiness  now  and  forever.  One 
with  such  a  desire  must  be  glad  to  leam  of 
a  way  by  which  this  may  be  realised.  When 
one  considers  it  goed,  one  accepts  it  gladly, 
gives  it  a  reasonable  and  serious  trial,  and 
is  anxious  to  pass  it  on  to  some  others  who 
have  not  heard  of  it,  but  who  may  be  de¬ 
sirous  of  the  same  blessing.  Thus  Jesus  de¬ 
scribed  it  by  the  parable  of  the  Merchant  and 
of  the  treasure  Ud  in  a  field  (Matt.  18.  44, 
40).  But  if  one  does  not  have  this  desire, 
to  him  the  news  will  not  be  good.  He  may 
not  disbelieve  it;  but  he  is  indifferent  toward 
it  If  for  any  reason  he  acorats  H,  it  will 
not  moke  any  appreciable  difference  in  his 
life,  and  he  will  have  no  passion  to  pass  it 
on  to  others. 

The  Oood  Newt  Shared.  Then  when  a  man 
has  no  desire  to  be  his  best  the  flrst  duty 


By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 


WHO’S  MY  BOSS  ? 


(John  2.  5;  1  Cor.  1.  19,  20)  . 


Our  mission  study  period  has  now  come  to 
an  end.  I  requested  all  the  chapters  that 
were  planning  to  observe  this  study  period 
to  drop  me  a  card  indicatine  it.  I  received 
two  cards — one  from  the  chapter  in  John 
Mann’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Win¬ 
chester,  Va.,  and  one  from  Simpson  Chapel, 
Charlotte,  N.  C.  I  want  to  thank  these  two 
leaders  and  to  congratulate  them  on  their 
forward-looking  leadership.  I  want  also  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  smali  re¬ 
sponse  shows  how  indifferentiy  the  prospram 
of  the  church  is  followed  by  our  League  lead¬ 
ership.  Out  of  thousands  of  chapters,  only 
two,  so  far  as  I  know,  made  any  attempt  at 
conducting  the  mission  study  class. 

Now  let  us  go  to  the  topic  for  to-day.  Our 


Scripture  passages  are  trying  to  get  us  to 
understand  as  Christians  whom  we  ought  to 
obey. 

Vanity  and  Prejudice. — So  many  of  us  so- 
called  Christians  are  just  obeying  and  serv¬ 
ing  ourselves.  We  throw  a  sort  of  pious 
smoke  screen  around  our  vanity  and  call  that 
religion.  What  Jesus  enjoins  on  us  makM 
little  difference.-  We  bend  and  twist  and 
adapt  His  teaching  to  suit  our  own  whir* 
and  ends.  For  instance,  a  bishop  of  t 
Methodist  Church,  South,  objected  to  t 
union  of  the  two  branches  of  Methodli* 
because  he  said  that  Jesus  did  not  mean  for 
Negroes  and  whites  to  meet  as  folks.  There 
are  Christian  communities  in  the  South  i> 
which  Negroes  are  robbed  of  the  taxes  for 
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their  acboola  and  nerer  a  qualm  of  conscience  this  would  involve.  ‘  She  knew  it  meant  pnt- 
li  felt  by  the  robbers.  ting  off  many  vanries  held  by  her  race. 

7/ /ssas  Boss#«t— If  Jesus  were  reaUy  our  must  ceaw  to 

student  inference  held  at  Hood  College,  equality.  In  short,  she  was  convinced,  she 
Frederick,  Md.  One  young  white  woman,  in  said,  that  being  a  Christian  meant  accepting 
discussing  what  It  meant  to  follow  Jesus,  the  whole  program  of  Jesus  and  not  just  ” 
stated  that  she  had  fullv  res<dved  to  stop  part  that  left  her  comfortable  and  smn 
fooling  herself  and  actnsJly  begin  following  Mr  prejudices.  That  is  wMre  all  ol 
J®*'***  Prflowlng  Jesus,  she  said,  meant  must  arrive  if  we  really  mean  to  follow  otMr- 
obeying  His  commands  in  all  their  impliea-  wise  than  afar  off. 
tions.  SEe  said  sM  was  conscious  of  all  that  for  ye  are  bousht 


Adams  and  Alice  Brown,  Gary  Winters  and 
Louise  McDonald,  William  Carr  imd  Barlene 
White.  These  marriages  oeeurred  during  tM 
Christmas  week.  Our  motto  is  *H>rer  thq 
top”  for  1927. — Reporter.  I 

Ngw  Aujfu$ta,  Ark. — St.  James  Methodist 
]^iscopal  Church  is  on  the  mward  marehJ 
This  year  has  been  a  sneoemful  one.  This 
in  is  tM  Rev.  J.  E.  Adams’  first  year  with  usj 
us  and  tM  future  looks  brig^  Un^  the 
anspkes  of  tM  leaders  and  ofleers,  we  have 
e  are  not  your  own,  started  repairs  on  our  ebnreiv  which  has  been 
»  nFio.  »  j„  ^  dilapidated  condition  for  some  time. 

Under  tM  leadership  of  our  pastor,  »ii<ngi( 
are  moving  onward,  and  it  will  not  M  long 
Mfore  we  will  return  to  our  new  church  td 
Mid  services.  While  we  are  without  a  place 
of  worship,  tM  good  people  and  tiie  Rev^ 
Bleander  opened  thdr  doors  to  us.  TM  first 
tMt  this  year  will  M  a  success.  We  Mve  Sunday  in  Pebmary  was  a  high  day.’  We 
three  new  members  and  five  prospective  raiMd  $9.70  for  tbepsstor.  He  preach^ 
ones.  Pray  tMt  tM  year  be  crowned  with  able  sermon. — J.  W.  Semggs,  Reporter, 
success  for  SMrman  and  Pilot  Point — ^P.  L. 

Blair,  Pastor.  HoM,  Jfo.— January  9  was  a  high  day  at 

New  Poundland  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Chapel' Sunday  were  very  good.  TM  attend-  Diekton,  T0tm. — January  80  being  tM  fifth  We  had -a  model  Sunday  school,  with  thirty- 
snee  was  small  on  account  of  weather  con-  Sunday,  the  Revs.  A.  Hanson  and  It  L.  Dent  ^  attendance.  Just  at  tM  close  of  Snn- 
ditions.  We  are  expecting  to  go  into  a  great  of  St.  James  African  Methodist  Episcopal  <lay  school,  tM  rallv  was  conducted  for  tM 
revival  soon  and  with  earnest  prayers,  songs.  Church,  decided  to  unite  their  (forces.  TM  purpose  qf  lifting  the  debt  from  our  church, 
and  sermoiu  we  are  expecting  to  save  souls  Ranson  took  for  his  text  at  tM  eleven  Cod  was  with  us  in  tM  plan,  and  we  raised 

for  the  Master. — Evangelin  Matl^,  Reporter,  o’clock  hour,  St.  Luke  8.  26.  In  tiie  after-  $81-  TM  total  amount  of  the  indebtedness 

noon  tM  Rev.  A.  Ranson  and  his  force  vis-  $48.06.  TM  Home  Missionary  sisters 
Stonthamvitte,  Ttma$. — ^The  fifth  Sunday  in  ited  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Dent.  IM  afternoon  made  up  tM  balance.  We  all  left  rejoicing, 
January  was  a  high  day  at  Stonehamville  message  was  delivered  from  Psalm  24.  2;  sub-  knowing  tMt  our  church  was  paid  for.  TM 
Methodist  ^iscopu  Church.  Our  pastor,  jeet,  “Mine  and  Thine.”  It  is  tM  opinion  pastor  was  absent,  Ming  at  his  other  cMrge 
||Mv.  B.  B.  Williams,  conducted  a  big  World  of  the  people  that  the  Revs.  Dent  and  Ran-  Steel,  Mo.  WhM  M  arrived,  M  was  made 
Service  rally;  he  also  preacMd  an  able  ser-  son  are  going  to  do  a  great  work  In  Dickson  to  rejoice  over  tM  good  news.  We  are  striv- 
mon  from  2  Cor.  8.  12.  The  spiritual  tide  this  Conference  year. — Gilbert  H.  Beck,  Re-  *“8  to  go  over  tM  top  Biis  year. — ^Rev.  P. 
ran  high.  One  young  man  came  forward  for  porter.  Dantxler,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Bertha  Harden,  Re- 

prayer.  Total  amount  raised  for  the  day,  porter. 

|21. — ^W.  M.  Mitchell,  Reporter.  McMinnville,  Tenn. — Smith  Chapel:  On  _ 

Sunday,  January  16,  Sunday  school  was  Teague,  Texat.  St.  James  Methodist  Epis- 
SKuqulak,  Mice. — We  have  moved  into  our  opened  at  the  usual  hour  and  the  attendance  Church  is  planning  to  Mve  great  suc- 

new  field,  and  the  people  received  us  gladly,  was  large.  The  Rev.  W.  M.  Holden,  pastor,  y*"*  TM  Rev.  G.  H.  Baker,  pos- 

Our  work  is  moving  on  nicely.  The  first  filled  the  pulpit  at  tM  eleven  o’clock  service  **  ®  tM  church  and 

Quarterly  Conference  has  been  held,  and  the  and  delivered  an  excellent  sermon  from  the  Sunday  school  well  organised.  We  are  en- 
district  superintendent  paid  in  full.  We  subject,  “Watch”;  text,  St.  Mark  14. 84.  The  deavoring  to  meet  every  demand  of  tM 
raised  our  moving  e^enses  in  full,  and  a  niM  church  was  spiritually  revived.  At  7.80  P.  M.  church  this  year.  A  teacMrs’  training  club 
sum  was  presented  to  the  pastor.  All  this  he  delivered  an  able  sermon  from  Luke  14.  6.  organised  'Thursday  night,  January  20. 

was  done  within  two  weeks,  for  which  we  We  are  proud  of  our  pastor  and  believe  we  memMr  from  the  African  Meth- 

thank  tM  good  people  of  Shuqulak  charge.—  can  accomplish  a  great  work  under  his  leader-  Episcopal  Church  to  join  onr  church  in 

Rev.  W.  C.  Hilliard,  Pastor.  ship.  May  God  help  this  people  to  open  their  person  of  Mrs.  S.  Manning.  We  are  glad 

hearts  that  tMy  may  be  inclined  to  receive  »  member.  Sister  Baker  is 

Memphie,  Tenn. — ^The  auxiliaries  of  War-  the  gospeL — Josie  Looper,  Reporter.  organising  a  community  singing  club  and 

ren  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  met  b  trying  to  bring  the  young  people  together, 

at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Lyma  Clasberry,  Janu-  Roanoke,  Ala. — ^The  membership  of  Mt.  We  thank  the  Conference  for  sending  to  us 
ary  17.  The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Bethel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  very  the  Rev.  Baker  as  pastor. — Rev.  Green  Sneed, 
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KEV.  A.  1.  aOLLAED 

Pastor 


VALENA  C.  JONES  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 


WE  ARE  carrying  this  week  the  pic-  in  a  brush  dash  effect,  which  is  also  a  rough  with  the  episcopal  form,  with  elevated  pulpU 
tore  of  our  new  church  at  Bay  St.  texture.  The  roof  is  of  English  tile  in  fire-  at  the  left  of  the  chancel  and  the  lectern  a1 
Louis,  Miss.,  the  Valena  C.  Jones  flash  colors  of  red.  The  first  unit,  which  is  the  right;  in  the  rear  of  the  pulpit  will  be 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  picture  near  completion,  'will  comprise  the  main  the  communion  rail. 

of  the  pastor.  Rev.  A.  L.  Holland.  auditorium,  Sunday-school  rooms,  lobby.  The  building  committee,  of  which  Bishop 

For  some  years  the  bulk  of  our  work  has  pastor’s  study,  choir  room,  kitchen,  and  R.  E.  Jones  is  the  chairman,  is  at  work  to 
been  centered  around  the  rebuilding  of  our  lavatories.  This  unit  should  be  ready  by  see  that  the  architect’s  plan  is  carried  out 
church  dwelling.  Last  year  the  building  fund  earlv  spring.  in  every  detail,  and  that  the  beauty  of  the 

was  quite  largely  increased.  This  year  the  The  second  unit,  which  is  shown  at  the  left  building  will  in  some  measure  refiect  the 
chur<m  is  nearing  completion.  We  are  to  have  of  the  building,  is  the  communi'^  hall  and  beauty  of  the  life  of  her  for  whom  the 
a  real  church  building  in  south  Mississippi  recreation  room  for  banquets  and  social  af-  church  is  named  and  whom  we  all  delight  to 
which  is  to  be  raite  unique  in  many  respects,  fairs,  with  the  quarters  for  the  Intermediate,  honor. 

The  design  is  Old  En^ish.  Everything  con-  Junior,  and  Senior  Departments  of  our  church  The  loval  members  of  St.  Paul^  are  standing 
nected  with  the  building  as  regards  the  ma-  school.  The  community  house,  as  will  be  by  loyally,  for  which  we  are  grateful.  The 
terials  is  in  harmony  with  the  design.  The  noticed,  is  of  stucco  with  a  red  tile  roof.  The  pastor  is  entering  his  third  year  of  the  pas- 
bricks  are  Oriental  shades  of  red  with  rough  cost  of  the  building  will  be  something  above  torate  at  Bay  St.  Louis.  The  year  just  closed 
texture  Above  the  brick  work  will  be  stucco  $20,000.  Interior  design  will  be  in  keeping  was  a  very  successful  one. 


[;b,  and  as  a  Rev.  Powell  graced  the  pulpit  Sunday  morn-  odist  Episcopal  Church,  was  with  us,  and 
and  reception  ing,  January  28,  and  again  at  night,  and  made  some  timely  remarks.  A  collection  of 
his  good  wife,  preached  two  wonderful  sermons  to  a  large  $1.20  was  given  to  Bro.  G.  J.  Glover,  who 
s.  A.  G.  Gris-  congregation,  who  spread  the  good  news  far  is  in  poor  health  and  is  blind.  May  God 
1  the  ministers  and  wide.  January  80  was  a  day  never  to  see  fit  to  restore  his  sight  and  health,  that 
were  present,  be  forgotten;  though  the  weather  was  inclem-  he  may  carry  the  gospel.  We  are  looking 
ity,  to  witness  ent,  we  had  a  large  crowd  and  glorious  serv-  forward  to  a  prosperous  year  under  the 
on  was  master  ices  the  entire  day.  Collections  were  splen-  leadership  of  Dr.  Vance. — ^Mrs.  L.  B. 
ministers  and  did.  Our  future  success  seems  brighter;  we  Glover,  Reporter. 

and  their  re-  only  say,  “Praise  God,  from  whom  all  bless-  j 

Ite  enjoyable.  Ings  flow.” — Geo.  W.  Bell,  Reporter.  Evergreen,  Ala. — The  trustees  of  the  S4 

themselves  as  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  gave  their 

r  appreciation  Teague,  Texas. — We  were  very  greatly  sur-  first  rally  for  this  Conference  year  January 
bem  smiling. —  prised  when  we  heard  singing  at  our  door,  80.  The  pastor  preached  two  sermons  that 
“God  Will  Take  Care  af  You.”  It  was  Thurs-  day  for  his  own  people  and  one  for  The 
day  night,  January  27,  at  eight  o’clock,  when  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the 

I  Street  Meth-'  the  storm  struck  the  parsonage.  A  large  First  Baptist  Church.  Each  class  leader  re- 
L  very  unique  crowd  of  Christian  men  and  women  partici-  ported  as  follows:  No.  1,  Robert  Matthews, 
le  Ladies’  Aid  pated,  led  by  Mrs.  Maggie  Sneed,  president  $4.15;  No.  2,  Robert  Matthews,  Jr.,  $4.35; 
ve  ministers  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  No.  8,  Sister  Calia  Brown,  $5.25;  No.  4,  the 

After  eacli  and  Prof.  O.  K.  Mannings,  superintendent  of  Rev.  W.  F.  Rogers,  $7 ;  No.  5,  Henry  Mat- 

II  for  the  tak-  Sunday  school.  The  following  loyal  members  ^hews,  $25.05;  Junior  Church,  Mrs.  Beatrice 

tnted  to  $8.80.  of  St.  James  Methodist  E^scopal  Church  Booker,  $17.65.  The  amount  of  $1  was  re- 

le  Rev.  J.  A.  and  the  First  Baptist  Church  contributed:  ceived  for  Gulfside.  Total  amount  for  the 

ia.  The  slug-  Mesdames  S.  Sneed,  M.  Helem,  R.  Lewis,  day,  $64.45.  The  Rev.  F.  E.  Dawkin  comes 
ine.  The  ser-  A.  I..  Brown,  B.  Ash,  M.  Sneed,  L.  Sneed,  with  a  program  which  promises  this  to  be  a 

Revs.  J.  E.  L.  Jones,  M.  E.  Mannings,  M.  P.  Wilson,  banner  year  at  Evergreen.  The  pastor  is 

irch;  C.  Cow-  M.  Rollins,  M.  Stiene;  Messrs.  Wm.  Sneed,  happy  and  so  are  we. — Rosa  Lee  Matthews, 
lurch;  O.  F.  Green  Sneed;  Miss  Connie  Mannings,  and  Reporter. 

Church;  Rev.  the  Rev.  B.  Fisher.  Thanks  to  all;  you  are 

:opal  Church;  welcome  to  come  again. — The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Nashville,  Tenn. — Gordon  Memorial  Meth- 
hapel  Baptist  G.  H.  Baker.  odist  Episcopal  Church  is  doing  what  it  can 

ministers  for  to  encourage  the  young  people  of  our  co:i- 

cty.  Altair.  Texas. — Sunday,  January  28,  was  gregation,  and  gave  over  the  fifth  Sunday 

a  high  day.  Sunday  school  was  well  at-  for  one  of  their  programs  of  the  year’s  work, 
members  and  tend^,  and  Superintendent  A.  Glover  was  Mr.  James  Dixon  was  in  charge.  He  is  very 
to  express  our  at  his  post,  full  of  inspiration.  The  eleven  much  interested  in  our  church  work,  ana 
Bishop  R.  E.  o’clock  service  was  omitted  on  account  of  takes  an  active  part.  He  had  charge  of  tb| 
Z.  T.  Powell  the  inclement  weather.  At  2.80  P.  M.  Dr.  junior  choir,  and  deserves  much  credit.  Afti(| 
ive  that  he  is  Vance  came  before  us  and  preached  from  listening  to  a  short  program,  we  were  dc^ 
,  and  we  shall  the  text,  “As  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  lighted  with  three  wonderful  sermons  from 
iding  by  him  the  wilderness.”  All  present  were  benefited,  our  young  preachers:  Master  Buford  Rowie, 
rogram.  The  The  Rev.  M.  Thomas,  of  the  African  Meth-  age  ten  years,  whose  text  was  Psalm  124.  8; 
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Master  LcpUe  Barmlette,  age  eight  years, 
text,  8L  J[ohn  14.  2.  We  are  very  proud  of 
our  young  ^oreb.  Ur.  Dixon’s  message  was 
from  St.  8.  S.  These  are  three  of  our 
Cl  cxhorters,  and  are  active  workers.— Rev.  H. 

Gorden,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Geo.  Williams,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Bhmbitta,  Mi$t. — The  year  1927  found  St. 
Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  with  a 
soul-stirring  watch  meeting.  Our  hearts  were 
touched  with  the  spirit  that  prevailed  through 
the  songs  and  prayers  of  the  Christians.  The 
Rev.  Johnson  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
our  hearts,  reading  to  ns  from  Matt  20.  1& 
Subject  “Watch.”  New  steps  were  taken 
and  plans  made  before  the  service  closed. 
On  January  1  a  business  meeting  was  held; 
new  ideas  revealed.  Our  pastor  did  not  fail 
to  emphasise  the  duties  of  everyone  who  was 
present  Sunday,  January  2,  the  Sunday 
school  had  a  spiritual  lesson;  the  Rev.  John¬ 
son  preached  from  Rev.  22.  4.  The  spiritual 
tide  ran  high.  The  Home  Guards  and  Moth¬ 
ers’  Jewels'placed  on  the  table  many  things 
for  a  New  Year’s  present  for  the  pastor. 
He  seemed  elated  over  It  all.— The  Rev.  G. 
W.  Johnson,  Pastor;  L.  V.  C.  Black,  Re¬ 
porter. 

LeetvUle,  La. — ^We  are  glad  to  say  the 
church  has  taken  on  new  life.  Under  our 
new  pastor.  Rev.  J.  C.  Coleman,  there  have 
been  ten  new  members  added  to  the  church. 
The  ladies  gave  a  reception  to  the  officers 
of  the  church  on  Thursday  nMt  We  are 
making  our  first'  drive  on  the  World  Service 

«the  second  Sunday  in  February.  The  cap¬ 
tains  appointed  are  as  follows:  A.  Sims, 
George  Pox,  C.  E.  Gill,  E.  Kirk,  E.  Hud- 
leston.  With  these  live  wires  we  cannot 
fail.  On  Sunday,  at  11  o’clock,  our  pastor 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  to  a  large 
congregation;  subject,  “Man  Wanted,”  Etek. 
22.  80.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  Miss  A.  B. 
Armstead  and  Mrs.  Edna  Williams,  of  New 
Orleans  are  no  slackers.  They  have  taken 
their  place  in  the  church  and  are  doing  their 
bit  to  help  put  the  program  over.  Pray  that 
we  may  make  this  our  banner  year. — Mack 
Hudleston,  Reporter. 

Wayneiboro,  Tenn. — We  had  with  us  on 
January  16  the  Rev.  J.  O.  Dixon,  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Dickson  District.  The  ladies 
of  Waynesboro  sang  as  never  before,  after 
wliich  the  pastor.  Rev.  W.  M.  Carter,  opened 
the  service  by  reading  for  Scripture  lesson 
St.  John  1.  The  Rev.  Dixon  delivered  a  won¬ 
derful  sermon  from  the  same  chapter.  Too 
much  cannot  be  said  of  the  Rev.  Dixon  as 
superintendent;  he  comes  to  us  always  with 
a  heart  full  of  love.  The  church  is  moving 
on.  We  have  built  a  new  flue  for  our  church. 
We  are  planning  to  put  new  chairs  in  the 
church,  and  also  repair  the  parsonage.  Mrs. 
Carter  and  Mrs.  White,  teachers  at  Cumber¬ 
land  Funace,  were  with  us  on  January  9. 
^Ve  are  proud  of  our  pastor.  Rev.  W.  M. 
Carter,  and  we  have  pledged  to  stand  by  him 
and  put  the  program  over.  All  correspond¬ 
ents  may  address  the  Rev.  Carter  at  Waynes¬ 
boro,  Tenn. — Mrs.  W.  Hollinsworth,  Reporter. 

SeotlatuiviUe.  La.— The  Rev.  L.  C.  Thomas, 
our  pastor  of  Melville,  La.,  and  family,  moved 
into  their  new  home  on  .January  17,  1927, 
which  he  purcha.sed  at  Scotlandville,  La.  On 
their  arrival  here  they  were  accompanied  to 
the  parsonage  by  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  W. 

M.  Obee,  where  they  were  gladly  welcomed. 
Mrs.  Obee,  with  the  help  of  the  stewardess, 
made  things  jileasant  for  them.  Mrs.  Thomas 
and  children  enjoyed  an  old-time  dinner.  At 
7.80  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Obee  and  members  went 
to  the  home  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  for  the  dedi¬ 
cation.  The  Scripture  lesson  was  read  bv  ' 
the  Rev.  Obee,  after  which  he  offered  prayer 
■nd  gave  a  very  helpful  talk  on  “What  It 
Means  To  Own  a  Home.”  The  following  per¬ 
sons  were  present:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Veal,  Mrs.  I 
Thomas,  Mrs.  L.  V.  Brown,  E.  Robinson, 
Alma  Curry,  Mrs.  Marie  Wilson,  and  a  host 
of  young  people.-nJas.  Bradford,  Reporter.  , 

Sprit! ff field,  Ohio. — The  following  is  the  ) 
ear's  report  of  Aid  No.  1,  of  Wiley  Meth-  i 
nist  Episcopal  Church,  Mary  Burton,  presi-  i 
UMt.  Money  taken  in  and  how:  January,  ^ 
826.40;  Clear  and  Cloudy  Day,  I 
W1.20;  February,  Clear  and  Cloudy  Day,  5 
~-73;  February  social,  $2.27;  March,  dinner,  ^ 


816.72;  April,  social,  84$  Ifay,  Calendar  Rally, 
800.90;  July,  play  at  church,  880;  Auguat, 
meeting,  88.80;  September,  William  Singers, 
880.20;  October,  rummage  sale,  87 AO;  No¬ 
vember,  contest,  800;  lunch  and  sewinf^ 
811.70;  total  taken  in,  8807.68.  Amount  paid 
out:  St  John  missionary,  828.20;  to  two 
rallies  at  church,  8100.66;  William  Singers, 
828;  pastor,  on  salary,  810;  JanRor,  eis^t 
months’  service,  880;  repair  work,  81$  due- 
gates’  fare,  88.60;  to  trustees,  87.40;  flowers 
for  deceased,  811;  total,  8290.76;  paid  out  at 
meeting^  818.40;  brought  forth  from  last 
year,  $8.01;  balance  in  treasury,  810.48. — 
Stella  Huffman,  Reporter. 

WardoiUe,  La. — ^We  are  proud  of  our  new 
pastor  and  have  started  out  in  this  new 
year’s  work  to  make  new  life  in  our  church. 
We  have  made  a  start  on  our  World  Service. 
On  the  29th  of  January  we  gave  a  concert 
with  the  assistance  of  our  pastor’s  wife,  Mrs. 
Annie  Robinson.  On  that  night  we  raised 
812.26  for  our  Easter  drive.  With  the  help 
of  the  Lord,  we  hope  to  put  the  progpram 
over  on  Easter  Sunday.  On  January  80  a 
great  rally  was  conducted.  We  invited  Meth¬ 
odists  and  Baptists;  preachers  from  both  de¬ 
nominations  were  present  as  follows:  The 
Rev.  J.  L.  Jackson,  the  Rev.  Bush,  and  J. 
Williams,  local  preacher;  the  Rev.  King  Dyer, 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  preacher  raising 
the  highest  amount  was  awarded  the  Stetson 
hat,  in  the  person  of  Bro.  J.  WUliams,  our 
local  preacher.  To  him  we  give  the  praise. 
We  raised  in  our  rally,  890.11.  We  ask  the 
prayers  of  all  Christians  for  our  success. — ^The 
Rev.  S.  Robinson,  Pastor;  Miss  Z.  Russell, 
Reporter. 

Altair,  Texas. — Wesley  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Sunday,  January  9,  Sun¬ 
day  scno<d  opened  as  usual,  with  the  super¬ 
intendent,  Miss  W.  V.  Collier,  presi^g. 
Much  interest  was  manifested  in  the  lesson, 
which  was  reviewed  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  D.  F. 
Vance.  Dr.  Vance  brought  forth  a  wonder¬ 
ful  morning  message,  and  closed  with  a  gen¬ 
eral  handshaking.  In  the  afternoon  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Vance,  accompanied  by  Bros.  J.  Lewis, 
C.  Austin,  A.  Glover,  G.  J.  Glover,  A.  Mc- 
Grew,  Sisters  K.  Napoleon,  L.  B.  Glover, 
M.  McGrew,  M.  E.  Penn,  W.  M.  Campbell, 
and  T.  Campbell  motored  to  Garwood, 
Texas,  where  we  helped  the  Rev.  Bryant  put 
over  his  first  Quarterly  Conference.  District 
Superintendent  Ellison  preached  out  of  his 
heart.  The  members  of  Wesley  Chapel  as 
a  whole  thank  Bishop  Mead  for  the  return 
of  our  pastor.  Rev.  Vance.  We  are  proud 
to  have  him  with  us,  and  under  his  leadership 
we  are  planning  great  things. — Mrs.  I..  B. 
Glovler,  Reporter. 

Craig.  Mite. — The  Rev.  N.  Poe  wishes  to 
thank  the  good  people  of  the  Craig  circuit 
for  their  liberal  contribution  of  i^.26  to 
help  purchase  a  fine  suit  of  clothes  and  a 
fine  overcoat  for  the  Annual  Conference. 
St.  Mark:  Sisters  M.  Cox,  .$1.20;  W.  Sul¬ 
livan,  $1.10;  P.  Clay  and  A.  l.anier,  55  cents 
each;  F.  Kirks,  A.  Jones,  .50  cents  each; 
M.  Cox,  21  cents;  total,  $5.11.  Bethel:  Sis¬ 
ters  H.  B.  Roberts,  .$5;  J.  Roberts,  $8;  C. 
McIntosh,  .$2;  E.  Mack,  E.  Houston,  .1.  .John¬ 
son,  S.  Simmon.s,  L.  .Jack,  $1  each;  B.  Hol¬ 
ton,  40  cents;  total,  $15.40.  .Jerusalem:  S. 

J.  Creighton,  $2;  M.  I..  Comb,  $1.25;  L. 
Peeler,  M.  I..  Adams,  J.  Campbell,  A.  Camp¬ 
bell,  G.  E.  R.  Woolfolk,  Ia.  V.  Bush,  $1  each; 

S.  Williams,  Anderson  Peeler,  Rev.  T.  A. 
Adams,  A.  A.  Cheek,  Sr.,  A.  M.  Cheek,  L. 
Moore,  M.  A.  Cheek,  Sol.  Creighton,  E.  Ricks, 

50  cents  each;  P.  Johnson,  .Jas.  William.s, 

J.  Creighton,  E.  Jackson,  A.  A.  Cheek,  Jr., 

O.  S.  Cheek,  E.  Peeler,  R.  Creighton,  25  cents 
each. — N.  Poe,  Pastor. 

Wagnesville,  On. — Waynesville  charge  is 
moving  along  as  never  before  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  F.  F.  Mungin.  He 
is  now  serving  his  fourth  year  as  pastor  of 
the  charge,  and  each  year  we  love  and  respect 
him  more.  He  is  a  splendid  preacher,  a 
great  pastor,  and  above  all  a  Christiai;  gentle¬ 
man.  He  came  to  us  wheii  we  needed  a  good  i 
shepherd.  He  has  taught  us  how  to  flo  our 
work  through  organisation.  When  he  came  > 
to  us  we  raised  the  first  year  for  World 
Service,  $48;  second  year,  $46;  last  year,  $126.  1 

This  year  we  are  going  to  raise  all  the  claims  ] 
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the  school  which  is  in  your  church? 
And  for  whidh  one  is  tiicre  to  fin**  a  cur¬ 
riculum,  embodied  in  to  full,  to  carefully 
written,  and  to  up-to-date  a  tenet  of 
teachers’  and  pupils*  helps? 

If  you  will  send  us  tout  address  we 
will  be  glad  to  send  you  a  catalogue. 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 
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and  put  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate 
in  every  member’s  borne.  Although  the  Rev. 
Mungin  has  been  hampered  somewhat  by  the 
illness  of  Mrs.  Mungin,  we  have  on  plans  to 
build  a  new  parsonage  that  will  cost  8M00, 
and  also  to  paint  and  seat  both  of  our 
churches.  He  has  added  a  mission  to  his 
work  at  Nahunta,  Ga.  The  Rev.  Mungiin  is 
well  able  -for  the  task.  We  want  to  thank 
our  good  Bishop  Clair  and  members  of'  the 
cabinet  for  returning  our  dear  pastor.  To 
remove  him  would  mean  great  disaster  to 
Waynesville  chgrge. — Mrs.  Lula  Adams,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Lufkin,  Texas. — ^The  second  Sunday  in 
January  was  a  high  day  at  Imlkin  Mission 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Rev.  Z.  A. 
Batiste  preached  an  inspiring  sermon  at  11 
A.  M.  We  all  were  made  to  rejoice  in  the' 
God  of  our  salvation  while  he  preached  to 
us.  His  subject  was  “A  Little  Farther,” 
Matt.  26.  39.  The  few  members  at  this  place 
have  taken  on  new  life  and  have  pledged 
to  stand  by  the  pastor  and  the  program  of 
the  church.  We  can  say  with  authority  that 
the  Conference  made  no  mistake  in  sending 
the  Rev.  Batiste  to  this  place.  We  have 
paid  the  pastor  up  in  full,  according  to  the 
apportionment  to  each  charge.  What  we  need 
in  Lufkin  is  a  church.  Lufkin  has  ten  or 
fifteen  thousand  inhabitants  and  is  a  pros¬ 
perous  little  city  with  free  delivery,  iron 
foundries,  railroads,  etc.;  people  are  con¬ 
stantly  coming  in,  and  we  must  have  a 
church  in  this  little,  fast-growing  town. 
When  our  members  come  here,  they  go  to 
other  churches;  this  has  been  the  trouble  for 
ten  years.  We  have  bought  two  lots,  but 
have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  erect  a  church. 
We  ask  the  prayers  and  sympathy  of  the* 
general  church.— D.  S.  Simmon,  M.D.,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Asheville,  N.  C. — At  its  recent  annual  ses¬ 
sion  the  North  Carolina  Conference  got  under 
a  movement  to  raise  85,000  for  the  new  Ben¬ 
nett  College  for  Women.  Each  of  the  four 
districts  was  assessed  a  certain  amount,  and 
in  turn  each  of  the  charges  was  aaaeased  a 
certain  amount  The  amount  ■nsfased  for 
Berry  Temple  charge,  on  the  Western  Dis¬ 
trict,  was  $80.  The  Rev.  G.  H.  Caldwell, 
pastor  of  the  church,  carefully  laid  plans  by 
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it  be  raised,  and  ary  80,  98  persona  were  present,  and  the  col-  church,  and  the  wall  of  the  new  building  is 
d  impression  for  lertion  amounted  to  $7.18—91.13  for  Christ-  complete.  We  have  begun  our  third  year 
mss  fund.  We  were  highly  elated  over  our  with  a  bright  future,  and  are  worshlpning 
number  and  will  not  content  ourselves  until  now  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Sunday-schom 
the  100  mark  is  reached.  Each  scholar  is  a  rooms;  the  roof  will  be  on  within  two  weeks.) 

5  of  singers  under  the  committee  of  one  to  bring  one,  and  by  so  All  this  has  been  done  without  one  penny 
:ona  Trent,  were  pres-  doing  we  will  reach  the  gw.  We  have  our  from  the  home  office.  The  church  will  cost 
*  *'  Bible  studv  each  Friday  night,  which  is  the  $85,000.  We  have  a  small  debt  of  $8,000  up 

backnound  for  our  wonderful  success,  and  to  now.  It  has  been  said  that  we  cannot  do 
our  myal  pastor.  Rev.  R.  D.  Hines,  is  work-  things  in  Arkansas.  Those  who  do  not  be¬ 
ing  earnestly  to  bring  the  quota  up  to  500  lieve  me  can,  when  they  come  to  little  Rock, 
before  his  ten  years  are  up.  The  Sunday  Ark.,  visit  this  churdi  and  see  for  yourself. 

_  „  _  school  in  Parkland  is  taking  on  new  life.  We  The  next  Annual  Conference  will  be  held  in 

And  ftus  Berry  have  a  few  loyal  members  that  are  working  this  church,  at  which  time  the  fiftieth  anni- 
■  ’  ■  untiringly  at  their  job,  trying  to  put  the  pro-  versary  of  the  Conference  wUl  be  bdd.  A 

'  ig  ability  gram  over.  We  were  pleased  to  nave  present  golden  Jubilee  will  mark  its  session.  Let  no 
quota,  but  thirty-one  members,  and  our  offering  was  $1;  one  be  fearful  to  come;  there  will  be  room 


the  new  scbotri  mlgm  be  made.  Sunday, 

January  15,  was  set  for  this  occasion.  Presi¬ 
dent  Jones,  of  Bennett  College  for  Women, 
together  with  a  gi 
leraership  of  Min 
ent  and  gave  fine 

address  and  song.  The  day  was  cold  and 
bleak,  but  so  carefully  were  the  plans  for 
c^ec^on  and  attendance  laid  that  when  all 
was  over  a  crowded  church  had  been  thrilled 
by  the  service  and  had  contributed  to  the 
Bennett  conmaign  $98JM.  /  •  ^ 

Temple  Methodist  Bplsctmal  Cfanrdi,  under  untiringly  at  their  Job,  ti 
the  splendid  leadership  and  ornmising  ability  ^am  over. 
of  our  pastor,  not  only  raiseo  its  qu  '  . 

in  addition  is  rated  a  115%  charge  in  its  Christmas  fund,  55  cent 
contribution  to  Bennett  College  for  Women. —  to  have  with  ns  the  Gi 
Gertie  Mance  MOes,  Reporter.  rendered  us  two  splem 

n  A  m  -At.  fr  m  ai.  w  «  tol*!  Collection  for  the 

Fort  Wort*,  r«j«.-W^  tte  mmbers  of  ^he  Rev.  G.  G.  BuUer  h 
^mMon  Chapel  Met^t  Eptacopal  _j  „  Madtaon,  Repot 
Church,  are  very  much  elated  over  the  return  ^ 

of  our  beloved  pastor.  Dr.  S.  E.  Jones,  for  Topeka,  Kan. — At  tiu 
his  third  year.  Tbouj^  he  has  been  ill  since  Lincoln  Conference  tin 
December,  the  church  in  the  meanwhile  has  Bryant  was  appointed^ 
proiRessed  beyond  all  previous  years.  Prior  Methodist  Episcopal  Chi 
to  Dr.  Jones’  pastorate,  our.  church  member-  this  place,  the  Rev.  Bi 
ship  and  financial  status  had  dwindled  ex-  famUr  (for  indeed,  Mrs. 

ceeding^y  low.  But  through  his  wise  and  Jewel)  found  a  group  i  _ 

sagacious  planning  and  his  nenness  of  vision,  aged  but  willing  to  go  their  limit  to  restore  “**' 

our  church  has  taken  on  new  life.  On  the  their  church  to  Its  rightful  place  in  the  com-  Manhattan,  Kant. — Shepherd  Chapel 
first  Sunday  after  his  return  from  Conference  munity.  To  date  this  pastor  has  wrought  odist  Episcopal  Church:  The  writer  arrivM 

three  were  converted,  this  being  the  results  miracles  with  his  people.  His  simple  but  far-  here  in  his  new  field  of  labor  December  M, 

of  the  wonderful,  soul-stirring  sermons  ex-  reaching  program,  his  positive  yet  brotherly  1926,  and  found  a  good,  loyal  mem Mrship, 
pounded  by  Dr.  Jones,  and  during  every  attitude  toward  all,  his  willingness  to  sacri-  appreciative,  expecting  and  looldng  for  me. 
service  someone  is  knocking  at  the  door  for  flee  along  with  the  membership,  and  bds  will-  Our  first  meeting  was  on  the  following^ 
admission.  The  ladies  of  the  church  met  ingness  to  lead  and  not  drive,  is  the  answer  Wednesday  ni^t.  A  good,  old-time  prayer 
at  the  parsonage  last  Monday,  January  24,  to  your  question.  How  did  he  do  it?  Among  and  class  meeting  was  well  attended.  Sunday 
and  launched  a  $500  rally  to  be  pulled  off  his  accomplishments  you  will  note:  A  harvest  was  a  high  day;  Sunday  scl^l,  preaching 
tWs  month  in  the  form  of  a  mock  Confer-  home  festival  in  November,  bringing  in  $115.  service  at  11  o’clock,  Epworth  ^ague  and 

ence.  Each  and  all  the  ladies  are  striving  In  December  he  brought  us  a  fully  organised  preaching  at  night  were  all  high  points, 

hard  to  attain  the  stipulated  sum  and  make  usher  boar^  which  means  that  the  young  Notice  of  the  Manhattan  Group  Meeting,  to 

this  a  grand  success.  It  is  our  aim  to  ac-  men  of  our  church  are  no  longer  “wall  be  at  our  place  January  7,  and  the  second 

complish  this  goal.  We  are  praying  ear-  flowers,”  but  real  live  wires.  In  January  he  Quarterly  Conference  for  the  charge,  January 
nesUy  and  sincerely  for  our  pastor’s  recovery,  brou^  a  full  vested  pastor  and  choir.  On  9»  vras  given  to  us  very  soon  after  we  were 

Our  Sunday  school  has  taken  on  new  life  February  8  the  “Marriage  of  Phyllis  and  here.  The  time  came  and  we  were  ready, 

under  the  sane  leadership  of  our  young  yet  Walt”  was  presented,  bringing  in  $48.50.  On  A  nice  group  of  fine  brethren  of  the  Rocky 
efficient  superintendent,  Mr.  Berry  Bell.  All  Sunday  evening,  February  6,  the  officials  and  Mountain  District  was  present.  Mrs.  B.  R. 
auxfliaries  and  subsidiary  organisations  are  “apprentice  boys”  oif  the  Great  Santa  Fe  Booker,  wife  of  our  very  efficient  superin- 
functioning  well. — Mrs.  D.  L.  Green,  Re-  Railway  were  with  us,  and  rendered  a  stir-  tendent,  was  with  us  and  made  an  excellent 
porter.  ring  program,  leaving  us  an  offering  of  $70  t®lh  touching  the  needs  in  many  departments 

EvantviUe  /»d— Notes  from  St  John’s  the  day.  The  bJeony  of  the  church  for  ^  Come  again.  Sister 

u  1  a  lone  time  was  unused  is  now  verv  much  Booker.  Brother  Booker  was  up  to  date 

Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday  School:  The  »  long  tme  was  unusra,  is  now  very  muen  nmirram  of  the  church  We  or- 

total  nnmber  of  members  attendine  all  the  appreciated,  for  a  gathering  in  Mt.  Olive  '>^*tn  tne  prowam  oi  tne  enuren.  »»e  or 

total  numoer  oi  memoers  aitenaing  mi  tne  i^  house  All  claims  are  being  ganlsed  the  district  for  advance  work  along 

sessions  for  the  year  of  1926  was  2,729.  In  means  a  run  nouse.  .^i  claims  are  neing  e  Onarterlv  Confer- 

the  first  contest  between  three  and  taken  care  of  nicely.  The  district  superin-  ®11  "*T  f  hfuarteriy  tinier 

tne  nm  conten  netween  tnw  raa  .  ,  .  ,  nastor  oaid  in  full  The  officers  The  superintendent  was  well  pleased 

four,  Mrs.  Spottsville  and  Mr.  C.  L.  Fields,  tenoeni  ®no  pastor  paia  in  luii.  ine  omcers  mitlnolc  and  our  handling  of  affairs 

teacheni.  rMoectivelv  nineteen  ouestions  members  of  this  church  feel  that  con-  w«h  the  ouutok  ana  our  nanoiing  oi  aniurs. 

teacher^  respMtivwy,  nineteen  qu^ons  .  watching  and  nraving  together  with  Saturday,  at  2.30  P.  M.,  the  pastor  preached 

were  given.  Class  No.  three  answered  cor-  8tan«y  waicning  ana  praying  togeiner,  win  f.Hhfnl  recording  steward 

rectlv  ten.  and  Class  No  4  answered  nine  bjve  for  all,  will  enable  God,  through  His  the  funeiml  of  our  fatthfui  recorenng  stewaro, 
rectiy  ten,  ana  A/Iom  no.  *  answerea  nine.  .  ,  a  ,  j  j  victorious—  Sister  Priscilla  Brown.  Many  friends  were 

In  the  second  contMt,  seventeen  quMUons  ambawador,  to  lead  them  out  victorious.  Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  Superintendent 

were  given.  Cl^ass  No.  ftree  answered  coi-  reporter.  k  ^  preached  a  wonderful  sermon, 

i  Little  Roek,  Ark. — White  Memorial:  Two  which  lifted  our  hearts  and  minds  towards 

o  *  bCTWMn  Mf®-  Adlia  when  Bishop  Clair  assigned  me  to  heaven.  At  8  P.  M.,  by  request,  the  pastori 

Tucks  doss.  No.  I^A,  and  Miss  Georgia  I^y-  known  then  as  White’s  Chapel,  I  preached  to  a  good  congregation.  The  Rev.' 

resol v^  then  and  there  to  build  a  modern  Booker  preached  again  at  night.  The  Rev. 
^urteCT  of  the  twenty-three  questions,  Md  j  found  an  enrollment  of  115  mem-  B.  J.  Donnell,  a  retired  minister  with  mem- 

Claas  ^B  ^wered  nin^  The  contest  be-  j  j^fore  I  found  some  bership  in  our  Quarterly  Conference,  and 

tween  the  Rev.  1.  r.  White  s  adult  Bible  gg,joog  problems,  such  as  taxes,  etc.  These  once  a  member  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference, 
class  and  Mr.  Spottsville  s  dass  resuned  in  go^n  removed,  and  I  commenced  to  lay  with  the  pastor,  assisted  in  giving  the  Lord’s 

a  ^|®tory  of  dght  to  sue  for  Mr.  Spotts-  p|g,ig  f^^  g  ^ew  and  up-to-date  church  build-  Supper.  The  pastor  extended  the  invitation 
ville  s  class.  Total  i^eipts  for  the  year  1926,  keep  the  membership  growing,  and  one  joined  the  church. — G.  T.  Saxton, 

!!?•*?'  I  have  added  to  date  127  members  to  the  Pastor.  ' 


District  Activities 

District  Rounds 


April  17,  in  every  church,  (b)  Revivals  in 
every  church,  (c)  Pastors  paid  monthly, 
(d)  Conference  claimant  7%  paid  pastors, 
reported  quarterly  at  each  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference.  (e)  Special  attention  given  to  the 
young  people,  (f)  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate  in  every  home.  “A  reading  people 
is  a  knowing  and  doing  people.”  Success. 
Yours  slncerdy,  N.  J.  CroUey,  Diet.  Supt., 
108  McDonough  Blvd.,  South  Atlanta,  Ga. 

OPELIKA  DISTRICT 
Second  Round — Ashland  Ct.,  February  25- 
27;  Lineville  Ct.,  26,  27;  Alexander  City; 
March  4-6;  Kellyton  Ct.,  5,  6;  Sylacauga  Ct| 
11-13;  Rockford  Ct.,  12,  18;  Benson  Ct.,  19, 
20;  West  Point,  25-27;  Llnnett  Ct.,  26,  27; 
Lafayette  Sta.,  April  1-8;  Lafayette  Ct.,  2, 
3;  Five  Point  Ct.,  9,  10;  Roanoke  Ct.,  15-17; 
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Wedowee  Ct.,  28,  24;  Steven  Mission,  22-24; 
Talladega  Mission,  Mar  16,  16;  Opelika,  7, 
8;  TaUsdega,  14,  16;  Mt  Godfrey,  21,  22; 
Colarla,  21,  SB2. 

;  Dear  Brethren:  Since  Easter  is  fastly  ap- 
and  this  is  the  day  for  our  great 


proAchioff] 
World  TO 


_  _fervlce  drive  to  close,  I  am  hoping 

that  every  pastor  on  the  district  will  do  his 
best  to  rairc  his  full  quota.  We  must,  God 
being  our  helper,  register  one  hundred  per 
cent  to  every  charge.  The  first  charge  that 
goes  over  the  top  will  be  given  a  prise  at 
the  group  meeting.  If  you  need  me  for  any¬ 
thing  or  in  any  way  to  help  you  put  your 
program  over,  I  am  at  your  service. — J.  C. 
Clmmans,  District  Superintendent. 


Card  of  Thanks 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  T.  Burch  take  this 
method  to  thank  the  members  and  friends 
of  Key  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  for  the  very  pleas¬ 
ant  surprise  tendered  them  at  the  parsonage, 
January  17.  Fifteen  years  ago,  on  the  above 
date,  we  were  joined  together  in  holy  wed¬ 
lock  at  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  at  high  noon, 
aboarded  the  train  and  came  to  Murfrees¬ 
boro,  where  I  was  serving  as  pastor,  A  re¬ 
ception  was  tendered  us  that  night  by  the 
membership  of  the  church.  Having  been  re¬ 
assigned  hue  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago, 
and  the  good  people  remembering  that  the 
17th  marked  the  fifteenth  milestone  at  our 
married  life,  felt  that  it  was  very  fitting  that 


DICKS 

ANTISEPTIC 


IS  ^rORCUTS.WOUNDS,DRUISe$. 

^  bURNS,SCALDS.CRAriPS.C)OUC 

A  PR0MPT6ERMICIDE 

HEALINd^  SOOTHING- COOLINO 


they  should  demonstrate  to  us  their  appre¬ 
ciation  of  our  return  and  service.  Led  by 
Mrs.  Alice  Sparrow  and  Mrs.  Rebecca  Wat¬ 
kins,  without  our  knowledge  of  what  was  go¬ 
ing  on,  and  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 

Society  meeting  with  us  the  same  night,  a  treasurer  before  our  annual  meeting  in  June, 
goodly  number  came  in  and  began  to  place  Let  jjg  be  up  and  doing,  and  get  the  young 
upon  our  dining-room  table  their  g^ts,  which  people  to  line  up  with  us;  the  Queen 
made  a  real  miscellaneous  shower  of  glass  Esthers,  Home  Guards,  and  Mothers’  Jewels, 
ware,  linens,  and  groceries,  all  useful,  and  Lgt  ug  boost  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission- 
carefully  selected.  Presents  have  come  in  Society  as  never  before,  for  there  is  room 
since  from  those  who  were  unable  to  attend  ^t  the  top  for  improvement.  You  cannot  suc- 
that  night.  Our  hearts  were  made  very  (.ggj  without  the  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
glad,  indeed,  at  the  thought  of  these  remem-  paper,  which  costs  only  60  cents  a  year.  Let 
brances,  and  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  yg  pray  that  God  will  lead  us  to  success  this 
given.  We  haven’t  words  to  express  our  year,  and  that  we  may  do  more  and  better 
thanks  and  appreciation  to  you.  May  God’s  work  for  His  cause. — S.  H.  Day,  District 
blessing  be  with  you  all.  President,  R.  F.  D.  1,  Box  12,  Shreveport,  ^.a. 

Wnvnnn’c  Pnlnmn  ECHOES  FROM  THE  CONVENTION  OF 

TV  Ulliaxi  »  V/UlUlllll  .pjjg  WOMAN’S  HOME  MISSIONARY 

Lewisburg,  Tenn. — The  date  of  the  District  SOCIETY  OF  THE  SHREVEPORT 
Convention  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission-  DISTRICT,  LOUISIANA  CON- 

ary  Society,  to  be  held  at  Banks  Chapel  FERENCE 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  is  May  26-29,  .  ,  ,, 

1927,  Instead  of  March  26-29.— Mrs.  Lillie  Thf  convention  of  The  Womans  Home 
A.  Hill,  District  President.  Missionary  Society  of  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 

trict  convened  in  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis- 

Savannah,  Ga.— Dear  Sisters:  We  have  copal  Church,  Dr.  W.  G.  Alston,  pastor, 
only  four  months  before  we  shall  make  our  January  12,  1927,  with  the  president,  Mrs. 
Mport  to  the  annual  meeting.  At  Baxley  Susie  H.  Day,  presiding.  The  morning  ses- 
|wc  pledged  to  go  back  home  and  do  more  opened  with  a  warm  devotional  serv- 

for  every  department  of  the  missionary  work,  conducted  by  Mrs.  Willie  D.  Haynes 

What  have  you  done  for  the  Junior  Depart-  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Hasting.  The  conven- 

ment?  I  have  written  the  district  secre-  tion  bowed  in  reverence  while  the  Rev.  I.  B. 
taries  and  leaders  of  bands,  asking  them  to  Henderson  invoked  God’s  blessing  upon  the 
do  their  best  to  organise  bands  for  the  Moth-  meeting.  The  convention  eagerly  listened  to 
ers’  Jewels  and  Home  Guards.  Mrs.  Dowds  iiappv  greetings  and  words  of  welcome  by 
is  urging  us  to  do  aU  we  can.  ^t  us  try  Mrs.  Alice  Mass  in  behal^of  the  church.  The 
to  get  some  Jewel  life  members  and  subscrip-  Mrs.  Gray  responded  for  the  convention, 

tions  to  Junior  Home  Missions.  I  am  ,  The  opening  sermon  was  preached  by  the 

to  say  we  are  blessed  with  one  Jewel  life  Hgy.  L.  Kervin.  All  were  made  to  feel  happy 
member.  ^  But  past  blesMngs  do  not  suffice;  ,,vgi.  tbis  soul-stirring  sermon.  The  various 
I  am  asking  for  another  blessing.  Let  us  co-  pastors  of  the  district  who  were  present  and 
operate  and  do  our  very  best  to  have  good  introduced  were:  C.  C.  Smith,  I.  B.  Hender- 
reports  in  June.  I  am  praying  for  your  t.  A.  Bailey,  J.  McKee,  H.  W.  Gray, 

success.— Mrs.  Mayme  Banlcston,  Conference  ^  q  Crewell,  A.  B.  Venable,  J.  C.  Calvin, 
Secretary,  Junior  Department.  M.  Price,  and  A.  Robinson;  also  Mr. 

Shreveport,  La.— I  am  appealing  to  the  dis-  Baker,  a  mall  carrier  of  the  city.  Closing 
trict  superintendents,  pastors,  and  auxiliary  remarks  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alston, 
presidents  of  the  Shreveport  District,  Wo-  At  the  noon  hour  the  tables  were  adorned 
man’s  Home  Missionary  Society.  We  have  by  the  St.  Paul  members  with  numerous 
just  closed  our  first  convention  on  the  Shreve-  delicious  eats.  The  afternoon  service  was 
port  District,  and  want  to  thank  our  presi-  quite  impressive.  The  roll  was  called,  and 
dents  who  stood  by  us.  We  regret  to  say  the  various  auxiliaries  responded  liberally, 
that  some  of  our  presidents  have  failed  to  Mrs.  Dr.  Alston  spoke  in  the  interest  of 
pay  any  dues.  We  realize  that  the  times  are  missionary  work.  We  were  graced  with  a 
hard  with  some  of  them  in  the  matter  of  rals-  paper  by  Mrs.  Mary  Hasting;  subject,  “The 
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freedom  from 
Ignorance  ^ 


Mental  Darkness  Still  Engulfs 

Half  the  World  , 

When  yoa  realize 

5,000,000  men,  women  and  children  over  ten  years  ^ 

of  age  in  America  cannot  read  or  write  a  single 
word  in  any  language. 

Hundreds  of  millions  in  other  lands  are  totally  illiterate,  in  some  countries  the  number 
ranging  up  to  90  or  95%  of  the  population. 

And  You  Consider 

The  barren  conditions  of  life  which  these  facts  signify,  the  victims  coming  from  the 
congested  tenements  of  the  cities  of  America  and  abroad,  from  primitive  mountain 
homes  of  this  land  and  vast  stretches  of  uncivilized  territory  of  every  continent. 

Then  You  Know 

That  Methodism’s  educational  effort,  represented  by  32  secondary  schools,  45  colleges 
and  universities,  41  professional  schools,  and  19  institutions  for  Negro  Education — all  in 
America — as  well  as  2,400  schools  on  the  foreign  field,  ranging  from  village  day  schools 
to  union  universities,  are  only  a  beginning  of  our  share  of  the  task  of  bringing  the  world 
freedom  from  ignorance. 

r - 1  And  You  Resolve 

That  M ethodism  shall  go  steadily  forward  in  Christ’s 
name 


*Woiid  Service 
indudes  t 

Homa  Miatioiu 
Foreign  Miauona 
Chriittan  Education 
Direction  of  Hoapi- 
tale  and  Homes  and 
,  Deaconaes  Work 
Pensions  and  Relief 
Supervision 
Tanmarance  and 
Ptombition 
Bible  Distribution 


until  it  shall  do  its  full  duty  that  all  shall  know 
the  truth  and  the  truth  shall  set  them  free  from  the 
bondage  of  moral  and  spiritual  illiteracy  as  well  as 
mental. 

7b  that  end  World  Service  Serves  in 
the  name  of  4,000,000  Methodists  in 
forty  countries  outside  our  own. 


An  Appeal  to  Teachers 

of  American  Youth 

BY  BISHOP  FREDERICK  D.  LEETE 

HE  Board  of  Education  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
speaking  in  behalf  of  its  work  among  young  people  in  col- 
II'  ^f|l leges,  secondary  schools,  Sunday  schools  and  Epworth 
ByHIEi  Leagues,  desires  to  emphasize  the  supreme  importance  of 
stfirit'CrSd  culture  and  of  evangelistic  effort.  If  these  services  are  not 
rendered  to  the  students  and  young  people  of  America  all  our  other 
undertakings  will  fail. 

“We,  therefore,  summon  our  teaching  forces  and  leaders  every¬ 
where  to  serious  and  painstaking  stewardship  of  moral  and  spiritual  as 
well  as  of  material  resources.  It  is  our  judgment  that  when  Christ  is 
adequately  presented  to  young  people  as  Teacher  and  Helper,  as 
Friend  and  Guide,  as  Lord  and  Saviour,  He  is  most  attractive  and  com¬ 
pelling — more  certainly  so  to-day  than  ever.  If  present  conditions  make 
the  Christian  appeal  difficult  or  tend  to  neutralize  its  force,  these  facts 
make  the  necessity  of  pressing  the  challer>ge  with  ability  and  earnest¬ 
ness  all  the  greater.  Moreover,  since  the  creative  life  and  idealism  of 
Jesus  Christ  are  the  most  powerful  factors  in  the  production  of  char¬ 
acter,  and  in  the  achievement  of  real  values  in  human  conduct,  evan¬ 
gelistic  effort  is  not  to  be  regarded  in  any  part  of  our  system  of  instruc¬ 
tion  as  being  extra-curricular,  nor  is  it  secondary.  The  approximately 
five  thousand  members  of  faculties  in  our  educational  institutions, 
nearly  four  hundred  thousand  officers  and  teachers  of  our  Sunday 
schools,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  cabinet  officers  of  the 
Epworth  Leagues  are  expected  by  us  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors 
both  individually  and  cooperatively  to  redeem  the  youth  of  America 
from  materialism  and  to  save  them  from  vice  and  from  moral  disaster 
by  bringing  them  into  saving  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.” 

— For  Committte  on  Evangelism,  at  the  igiy  Annual  Meeting,  Board  of  Education, 
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Personal  and  General 

— ^There  Was  born  on  January  8,  1927,  to  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  B.  T.  Anderson,  807  East  82d 
Street,  Clevdand,  Tenn.,  a  f^e  baby  girl. 
She  will  be  called  Sarah  Belle. 

— ^The  parsonage  at  Sweeney,  Texas,  is  jubi¬ 
lant  over  its  invasion  by  a  newcomer  on 
February  7,  1927.  Jewell  Victoria  is  her 
name,  and  she  weighs  about  seven  pounds. 
Her  father  and  mother  are  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Thigpen. 

— We  record  here  the  death  of  the  Rev.  C.  N. 
Strait,  our  pastor  at  Georgetown,  Texas, 
which  occurred  Tuesday  morning,  February 
15,  and  that  of  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Busan,  pastor 
at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  on  Monday,  February 
21.  Both  were  members  of  the  West  Texas 
Conference.  Fuller  details  will  appear  later. 

— The  Rev.  R.  M.  Williams  is  one  of  those 
pastors  among  us  who  is  constantly  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  adapt  the  program  of  his  church  min¬ 
istry  to  every  community  need.  Among  a 
wide  range  of  church  activities,  his  church 
maintains  a  lyceum  for  discussion  of  vital 
issues  within  the  field  of  religion  and  social 
progress.  Recent  numbers  in  his  winter  ly¬ 
ceum  course  were  addresses  by  Editor  Du- 
Bois  of  The  Crisis,  and  Matt  Henson^  the  ex¬ 
plorer. 

— A  significant  conference  of  Christian  stu¬ 
dents,  composed  of  students  from  Johns  Hop¬ 
kins  University,  University  of  Maryland, 
Goucher  College,  University  of  Western 
Maryland,  Morgan  College,  University  of 
Delaware,  and  Howard  University,  was  re¬ 
cently  held  at  Hood  College  for  Girls,  Fred¬ 
erick,  Md.  Dean  J.  W.  Ha3rwood,  of  Morgan 
College,  was  leader  of  the  group,  which  dis¬ 
cussed  the  topic,  “The  Difficulties  Which 
Confront  a  Student  in  His  Efforts  to  Find 
God  in  the  Modern  College.” 

— The  Twin  Falls  (Idaho)  daily  paper  car¬ 
ries  the  announcement  that  “Work  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  among  the  Ne¬ 
groes  of  the  South  from  the  years  immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  Civil  War  until  the  pres¬ 
ent  time,  was  traced  in  an  eloquent  address 
delivered  at  the  Methodist  church  here  Tues¬ 
day  evening  by  Dr.  I.  Garland  Penn,  Jr., 
of  Chicago,  pastor  of  the  Fulton  Street  Col¬ 
ored  Church  of  Chicago,  before  an  audience 
of  500  persons,  at  the  close  of  the  first  of  a 
two-day  session  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  and 
Women’s  Council.  Dr.  Penn  praised  con¬ 
sistent  and  unselfish  efforts  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  in  its  work  among  the  colored  people.” 

— The  Rev.  J.  W.  Golden,  D.D.,  of  Holly 
Springs,  Miss.,  one  of  our  most  outstanding 
and  successful  evangelists,  has  just  closed 
a  great  year  in  the  field  of  evangelism. 
Hundreds  converted,  reclaimed,  and  added 
to  the  church;  family  altars  established;  per¬ 
sonal  workers  organised,  trained,  and  sent  out 
as  “fishers  of  men”  in  every  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity  to  reach  the  unsaved.  Great  local 
church  revivals  and  city-wide  campaigns  with 
all  churches  united  have  been  conducted,  re¬ 
sulting  in  the  spiritual  awakening  of  entire 
communities.  Tlie  service  of  this  evangelist 
is  being  sought  from  every  section  of  the 
country,  and  the  work  is  going  on  the  year 
round  with  a  growing  interest  and  lasting 
results. 

— ^The  Chronicle  is  official  bulletin  of  eight 
pages  of  Centre  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Malden,  Mass.,  whose  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Henry  H.  Crane.  Editor  Pierce,  of  the 
Chronicle,  reports  the  presence  and  address 
of  Bishop  McConnell  at  the  Boston  Methodist 
Social  Union  recently.  The  bishop  in  char¬ 
acteristic  vein  said  I  “Don’t  take  people  too 
seriously  by  what  they  say.  Listen  for  the 
sake  of  making  a  diagnosis.  Wild  tehories 
about  society  means  that  there  is  something 
wrong  somewhere  and  that  we  ought  to  get 
at  tlK  causes.  Find  out  why  people  aren’t 
getting  along  well  together.  The  world  in 
many  aspects  is  sick.  Listen  to  speech  that 
is  used  in  a  purely  instrumental  or  official 
way,  that  whkb  is  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  making  an  effect.  It  is  made  to  advance 
a  causef  it  may  be  true  or  false;  it  is  at¬ 


tempting  to  make  out  the  best  case  it  can. 
But  the  people  have  a  desire  to  get  at  the 
truth.” 

— Bishop  E.  H.  Hughes,  Dr.  N.  B.  Davis, 
Dean  I.  F.  Cutter,  Dr.  John  Thompson,  and 
Mr.  George  Dixon  addressed  the  trustees  and 
members  of  Wesley  Memprlal  Hospital  of 
Chicago  in  their  annual  m^ing  January  22, 
held  in  the  Arthur  Dixon  room  of  Chicago 
Temple.  President  G.  W.  Dixon,  in  his  an¬ 
nual  report  of  the  hospital’s  activities  told 
how  Wesley  had  assisted  8,000  persons  in 
1926,  and  during  its  thirty-eight  years  of 
existence  has  given  service  to  126,886  persons. 
Thirty  per  cent  were  free  or  part  free  pa¬ 
tients.  For  those  patients  who  come  from 
cimrehes,  assistance  is  made  possible  through 
interest  accruing  from  the  Deering  Founda- 


To  Our  Subscribers 
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tion  Fund  of  $600,000.  The  churches  gave 
to  this  great  institution  during  1926  a  total 
of  $68,682.  This  has  been  the  best  financial 
year  in  the  institution’s  history.  The  total 
income  of  the  year  was  $769,021.  As  soon 
as  a  satisfactory  agreement  can  be  drawn 
up,  negotiations  pending  will  result  in  mov¬ 
ing  Wesley  Hospital  to  the  campus  group 
of  buildings  of  Northwestern  University. 

— At  the  hands  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  the  columns  of  her  publications, 
the  Negro  always  gets  an  appreciative  hear¬ 
ing  and  a  manly  and  unpatronizing  setting 
forth  of  his  case  before  the  bar  of  public 
opinion.  The  Northwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate,  Dr.  Dan  B.  Brummitt,  editor,  in  its 
issue  of  February  8,  1927,  carries  a  very 
suggestive  article,  “The  New  Negro,”  by 
Granville  Hicks.  Dr.  W.  E.  J.  Grata  is  the 
virile  editor  of  The  Epworth  Herald.  That 
periodical  in  its  February  12  issue  is  a  maga¬ 
zine  of  information  and  inspiration  concern¬ 
ing  and  to  the  Negro.  In  it  Mr.  R.  B. 
Eleazer,  director  of  the  Interracial  Commis¬ 
sion,  tells  “What  America  Owes  the  Negro” ; 
Dr.  George  E.  Haynes  sketches  “Twelve 
Negro  Leaders”;  Mrs.  Mayme  Mason  Higgins 
discusses  barriers  to  the  rise  of  the  young 
Negro  in  business  and  industry  toward  eco¬ 
nomic  independence;  Secretary  F.  H.  Butler, 
of  the  Epworth  League,  tells  his  experience 
in  “Breaking  Down  Barriers.”  The  attitude 
of  the  South  is  given  in  two  articles  of  rare 
courage  by  two  white  students  at  Southern 
universities.  Mr.  John  Dillingham,  student 
secretary.  National  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Council, 
Atlanta,  wrote  on  “Adventures  in  Race 
Friendship,”  and  Miss  Hazel  North,  of  Scar- 
ritt  College,  wrote  on  “White  and  Black 
Students  in  the  South.”  To  which  Editor 
Gratz  himself  adds  a  strong  editorial,  con¬ 
cluding  with  this  paragraph:  “The  church  of 
Jesus  Christ  must  help  in  banishing  from  the 
earth  race  prejudice,  which  H.  G.  Wells  truly 
says  justifies  and  holds  together  more  base¬ 
ness,  cruelty,  and  abomination  than  any  other 
sort  of  error  in  the  world.  There  is  no  bet¬ 
ter  way  to  celebrate  the  birthday  of  the  great 
emancipator  than  to  dedicate  it  to  the  task 
of  emancipating  the  human  mind  from  the 
last  vestige  of  race  prejudice.” 

While  The  Christian  Advocate,  of  New 
York,  in  its  issue  of  February  8,  gives  its 
leading  editorial  page  to  a  significant  pres¬ 
entation  of  the  educated  Negro’s  relation  to 


Africa’s  evangelization  under  title  of  “Tl 
Next  Step.”  To  ^ve  bold  expression  to  b 
uniformly  favorable  attitude  to  the  advane 
meat  of  his  colored  brother  is  no  new  eff^ 
on  part  of  Dr.  James  R.  Joy,  who  edi 
The  Christian  Advocate.  Negroes  must  wi 
keener  perception  sense  the  Christian  ciu 
lenge  inherent  in  Africa’s  condition.  “Hei 
then,”  says  Dr.  Joy,  “a  new  door  opens  in 
an  inviting  field  for  Negro  schools  and  cc 
leges.  Here  a  hand  is  held  out  to  take  thei 
and  make  possible  a  world  of  Christlike  ser 
ice.  Again  as  Lincoln  Day  returns  and  tl 
mind  of  the  church  turns  to  these  school 
with  their  great  record  of  service  done,  i 
see  in  them  the  agency  for  preparing  m( 
and  women  to  do  their  part  in  this  importa 
task.” 

In  Editor  Brummitt,  every  whit  a  Christii 
liberal  on  the  question  of  human  brotherhoo 
together  with  Doctors  Gratz  and  Joy,  o; 
pressed  and  retarded  sproups  everywhere  ha 
a  trio  of  friends  ana  advocates  at  the  bi 
of  public  opinion. 

India  Appreciates 
Bishop  Welch 

How  India  appreciates  Bishop  Herbe 
Welch,  of  Japan  and  Korea,  who  is  holdii 
Conferences  during  the  absence  in  Ameri 
of  Bishop  Frank  W.  Warne,  is  briefly  summ; 
up  in  this  paragraph  from  Dr.  Charles  1 
Hill’s  report  of  the  Bombay  Conference: 

“It’s  a  far  cry  from  the  land  of  the  Mor 
ing  Calm  to  the  heart  of  rural  India,  b 
Methodism’s  plan  of  an  itinerant  6pi»copa( 
made  it  the  very  happy  experience  of  son 
of  the  Conferences  in  India  to  have  Bishi 
Herbert  Welch,  of  Korea,  as  their  presidb 
bishop  this  year.  He  fitted  into  our  Indii 
setting  naturally  and  as  if  Ho  the  mann 
born.’  We  found  him  most  efficient  in  a 
ministration,  ^spatching  the  Conference  bm 
ness  with  celerity,  yet,  withal,  a  courteoi) 
brotherly  personality.  He  impressed  us  wi 
his  vision  and  intellectuality,  and  he  inspiri 
us  to  larger  spiritual  life  and  Christlike  ser 
ice.  In  short,  the  Welch  family  captun 
the  Bombay  Conference,  and  we  were  n 
loath  to  tell  them  that  we  would  gladly  wt 
come  them  again  to  India,  whether  as  vislto 
or  in  a  residential,  administrative  relation 

Woman’s  Column 

To  the  Ministers’  Wives’  and  Widows’  A 
Society  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Conferenc 
We  are  very  anxious  to  bring  our  financi 
funds  up  to  the  standard  we  have  been  strl 
ing  for.  Each  minister’s  wife  is  asked  to  ser 
one  dollar  to  our  treasurer  for  annual  due 
Please  consider  this  and  let  us  rally  to  mal 
this  our  banner  year. — Mrs.  Frank  Lenor 
president;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Everett,  secretary;  Mr 
M.  J.  Calvert,  treasurer,  Okolona,  Miss. 
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Bishop  Leonard  Points  the  Way 


IN  a  fifteen-page  pamphlet,  published  by  the  second 
area  council  of  the  Buffalo  Area,  is  set  forth  in 
ringing  and  challenging  fashion  the  program  and 
activities  and  institutions  to  which  the  resident  bishop 
and  the  area  are  giving  themselves  with  most  commend¬ 
able  devotion  for  the  remainder  of  this  quadrennium. 

More  than  a  dozen  major  interests  whose  promotion 
is  a  requisite  to  Kingdom  building  occupy  the  place  of 
prominence  in  that  booklet  of  activities.  With  the  com¬ 
prehensive  term  “World  Service”  standing  at  the  head 
of  the  list,  there  follow  such  other  themes  as  evangelism. 
Woman’s  Home  and  Foreign  Missions,  area  educational 
institutions,  young  people’s  work,  retired  ministers,  stew¬ 
ardship,  and  the  like.  An  emphatic  paragraph  says : 

“An  informed  people  usually  means  an  inter¬ 
ested  people.  We  urge  the  laymen  to  get  together 
in  district  groups  at  which  the  problems  or  our 
church  may  be  discussed,  stress  being  laid  on  in¬ 
formation  and  inspiration.  We  believe  our  pas¬ 
tors  should  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
work  of  our  church  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and 
be  in  a  position  to  present  its  needs  to  their  people 
in  an  enlightening  way.  We  have  always  been  a 
missionary  church,  and  we  believe  the  home  church 
will  usually  prosper  more  where  the  membership 
is  vitally  interested  in  the  great  work  we  are  doing 
in  foreign  fields.” 

At  the  heart  of  the  problem  of  World  Service  zeal 
and  aggressiveness  is  this  necessity  of  infonning  the  lay¬ 
men  generally  in  order  to  their  wholehearted  enlistment 
of  their  interest  and  effort,  without  which  there  can  be 
nothing  but  dismal  failure.  It  cannot  be  too  often  re¬ 
peated  that  effective  missionary  zeal  depends  upon  and 
is  derived  from  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  Kingdom 
problem  in  its  purpose,  outlook,  and  method. 

A  necessary  companion  factor  in  this  consideration 
is  that  of  genuine  evangelism — heralding  to  men  the 
“Good  News”  with  a  view  to  deepening  the  spiritual  life 
and  inciting  the  zeal  of  the  believers;  and  to  the  awaken¬ 
ing  in  all  others  desire,  hope,  and  effort  for  their  per¬ 
sonal  salvation.  In  such  a  task,  Buffalo  Area  utilizes 
the  Hearthstone  Leagtie,  making  its  appeal  through  re¬ 
establishment  of  family  devotions  and  house-to-house  vis¬ 
itation  in  every  home.  Then 

“Wherever  practicable,  the  pastors  should  re¬ 
serve  at  least  the  two  weeks  preceding  Holy  Week 
for  special  evangelistic  services.  Acknowledgment 
Day  should  be  observed  in  our  Sunday  school,  with 
a  follow-up  visitation  in  the  homes  of  the  children. 
Palm  Sunday  and  Easter  should  be  the  great  in¬ 


gathering  days,  and  all  efforts  looking  toward  the 
raising  of  money  should  be  out  of  the  way  prior 
to  Easter  Sunday.” 

Most  interesting  in  the  area  program  is  the  cognizance 
which  that  area  shows  as  to  the  relationship  which  thr 
success  of  a  worth-while  local  church  and  area  program 
sustains  to  the  function  and  value  of  the  Advocates. 
Buffalo  Area  recognizes  how  absolutely  indispensable  is 
the  church’s  family  of  Christian  Advocates  for  realizing 
the  purposes  of  the  church.  There  is  no  other  group 
of  agencies  within  the  denomination  that  are  working  on 
and  making  contacts  with  such  wide  areas  of  the  thinking 
of  our  Methodism  as  do  the  Advocates  in  their  weekly 
visits  to  the  homes  of  our  Methodist  constituency.  No¬ 
where  is  there  such  a  current,  comprehensive,  and  up-to- 
the-minute  interpretation  of  the  purpose  and  spirit  of 
the  church ;  nowhere  can  there  be  found  so  fresh  a  transla¬ 
tion  of  Methodism’s  genius  and  holy  idealism  and  zeal 
in  terms  of  modern  problems  and  life  as  in  the  Advocates. 

It  is  fair  to  assume  that  area  success  will  be  largely 
in  proportion  to  Advocate  circulation  within  the  area. 
Wise  appreciation  of  this  fact  finds  ready  expression 
in  the  following  excerpts  from  the  printed  program  of 
Buffalo  Area  Council: 

“We  are  gratified  by  the  great  increase  in  the 
circulation  of  the  Christian  Advocate  in  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Area,  from  8,759  to  16,355  during  the  past 
two  years,  largely  in  observance  of  the  Centennial. 

We  believe  that  this  advance,  strengthening  the 
church  as  it  does  in  every  department  of  its  work, 
should  and  can  be  indefinitely  extended.  We  there¬ 
fore  set  as  our  objective  in  the  next  two  years: 

“1.  A  Christian  Advocate  in  the  home  of  every 
official  member. 

“2.  A  circulation  of  20,000  in  the  area.  This 
is  a  ratio  of  one  subscription  in  ten  members  and 
should  be  easily  within  our  reach.  Let  every 
church  participate  in  the  increase. 

“3.  A  Committee  on  Good  Literature  in  each 
church  which  will  assist  the  pastor  in  placing  the 
Christian  Advocate  and  other  Christian  literature 
in  the  homes  of  all  our  people,  the  chairman  of 
such  a  committee  being  given  membership  in  the 
local  Conference. 

“In  order  to  stimulate  not  only  the  circulation 
of  the  Christian  Advocate,  but  also  its  reading, 
we  commend  the  practice  already  followed  by  some 
pastors  of  referring  from  Sunday  to  Sunday  to 
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articles  of  special  interest.  Wherever  tried,  this 
practice  has  been  successful,  and  we  recommend  its 
general  adoption.” 

Applying  this  to  The  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate,  what  would  be  the  sanguine  result?  Its  territory 
embraces  twenty  domestic  and  one  foreign  Conferences, 
with  a  constituency  of  approximately  360,000  members. 
On  the  assumed  ratio  of  one  in  ten,  as  suggested  by  the 
Buffalo  Area  for  themselves,  our  circulation  for  The 
Southwestern  would  mount  up  to  at  least  35,000  sub¬ 
scriptions,  whereas  for  its  entire  history  the  paper’s  cir¬ 
culation  has  steadfastly  remained  at  less  than  half  this 
number. 

Although  during  the  last  quadrennium,  due  to  our 
semi-centennial  anniversary,  the  circulation  reached  the 
highest  peak  in  its  entire  history,  there  set  in,  as  usual, 
a  gradual  recession  from  those  figures,  so  that  now  we 
are  on  the  annoying  plane  of  normalcy.  Clearly  we 
are  not  satisfied  with  such  an  equilibrium.  It  is  not  fair 
to  the  church,  which  for  fifty  odd  years  has  withheld 
neither  wisdom  nor  expenditure  of  money  to  give  us  the 
very  best  journal  possible.  It  is  not  fair  to  our  own 
constituency,  who  prize  so  highly  this  historic,  helpful 
journal,  and  who  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  most 
zealous  effort  on  part  of  district  superintendents  and 
pastors  to  place  the  Advocate  in  the  home  of  every 
official  member. 


Eight  episcopal  areas  are  served  directly  by  The 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  With  each  individual 
area  solidly  backing  The  Southwestern  as  the  Buffalo 
Area  backs  The  Christian  Advocate,  the  hope  of  the 
publishers  would  long  ago  have  been  realized.  Circula¬ 
tion  of  that  Advocate  in  Buffalo  Area  has  risen  within 
two  years  from  8,769  to  16,365 — nearly  one  hundred 
per  cent.  Either  one  of  the  colored  areas  within  The 
Southwestem*s  territory  could  double  their  present  per¬ 
centage  of  circulation  easily.  Hearty  co-operation  of 
these  two  areas  alone,  to  say  nothing  of  the  large  sup¬ 
port  of  the  six  mixed  areas,  given  to  The  Southwestern 
as  is  given  to  The  Christian  Advocate  by  the  areas  it 
serves,  would  be  a  thrilling  achievement,  and  would  glad¬ 
den  the  heart  of  the  church. 

Fresh  challenge  is  hereby  given  to  every  organized 
unit  of  Methodism  within  our  territory ;  to  the  thought¬ 
ful  consideration  of  all,  those  who  comprise  the  constit¬ 
uency  of  The  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  *  May 
there  not  be  one  single  dull  minute  when  we  suffer  a 
lapse  in  our  effort  to  show  our  due  loyalty  to  this  enter¬ 
prise  of  our  church.  Definite  plans  have  been  formulated 
and  will  be  announced  duly  for  a  creditable  forward  en¬ 
deavor  for  Southwestern  subscriptions.  The  plan  will 
work.  Watch  these  columns  and  watch  your  personal 
mail  for  early  detained  announcement. 

Our  slogan:  It  is  now  time  to  give  The  Southwestern 
a  chance. 


Following  Our  Forbears 


HE  Negro  must  do  this:  He  must  develop  a  habit 
and  love  for  the  historic  backgrounds  of  his  race. 
In  these  there  is  nothing  of  which  to  be  ashamed. 
On  the  contrary,  our  racial  background  is  a  repository 
of  splendid  traditions,  fine  cultures,  glorious  achievements, 
lofty  idealism,  and  definite  contributions  to  that  com¬ 
posite  which  we  call  Western  civilization. 

These  facts  partisan,  prejudiced  people  have  tried 
and  still,  by  every  device  of  propaganda,  are  trying  to 
keep  suppressed.  It  is  because  the  facts  of  our  racial 
background  in  their  entire  scope,  if  known  to  the  Negro, 
would  fire  his  ambition  and  excite  his  pride  of  race,  that 
an  exaggerated  race  egotism  on  part  of  a  certain  school 
of  thinkers  in  other  race  groups  prompts  these  partisans 
to  endeavor  to  sustain  in  the  Negro  the  habit  of  thinking 
in  small  terms  concerning  his  own  race. 

This  selfish  tendency  directed  against  the  Negro  must 
be  counteracted  positively.  The  method  is  to  study  his¬ 
tory.  The  voice  of  impartial  historical  record  is  the 
charter  of  the  black  man’s  faith  in  himself  and  hope 
in  his  possibilities  of  future  achievement.  No  social 
movement  is  of  more  fundamental  significance  and  offers 
larger  hope  of  value  for  our  racial  progress  than  does 
The  Association  for  the  Study  of  Negro  Life  and  His¬ 
tory.  It  is  endeavoring  to  disclose  to  Negro  youth  the 
mind  of  the  Negro  from  time  immemorial  as  embalmed 
in  the  written  records  of  past  generations  of  men  with 
whom  this  race  has  sustained  associations  in  discovery, 
war,  commerce,  religion,  and  in  industry. 

To  facilitate  this  indispensable  work  of  rediscovery 
of  the  soul  of  the  race,  this  association  is  endeavoring 
to  raise  a  fund  of  $20,000,  each  State  being  requested 
to  raise  a  small  quota.  It  is  regretted  that  several 


States  appeared  to  have  not  taken  seriously  this  matter. 
A  considerable  sum  of  the  amount  already  raised  was 
contributed  through  schools,  churches,  and  fraternities. 
At  our  feet  as  a  race  is  laid  this  indictment:  “Planting 
this  seed  in  the  mind  of  the  children  is  our  only  hope. 
The  majority  of  the  Negroes  of  this  country  have  been 
so  thoroughly  indoctrinated  with  the  lesson  of  inferiority 
during  the  last  three  hundred  years,  that  it  is  unusually 
difficult  for  them  to  see  any  value  in  tradition  or  the 
written  record.  Some  of  our  outstanding  men  who  have 
been  tranied  in  the  best  universities  see  nothing  whatever 
in  an  effort  of  this  sort,  so  thoroughly  have  they  been 
stamped  with  the  inferiority  complex.” 

Pity  there  is  not  resident  in  the  bosom  of  the  Negro 
enough  intelligent  pride  of  race  to  respond  more  gener¬ 
ously  to  this  appeal.  We  must  surely  place  books  on 
the  shelves  and  pictures  on  the  walls  of  our  schools  and 
homes  to  keep  reminding  the  Negro  youth  of  what  their 
race  has  thought,  felt,  attempted,  and  accomplished,  and 
to  inspire  thus  their  ambition  to  emulate  our  forebears 
along  with  great  men  and  women  of  other  different  divi¬ 
sions  of  the  human  family. 

It  is  our  hope  that  the  association’s  appeal  for  funds 
will  find  liberal  and  prompt  response  from  all  quarters; 
that  individuals  who  are  studying  the  social  problem  in 
terms  of  intergroup  relationships;  that  groups  of  every 
type,  conscious  of  their  underlying  interdependence ;  that 
all  who  can,  will  make  their  contributions  for  the  worthy 
objects  and  causes  for  which  the  association  stands. 
Thus  we  ourselves  follow  and  make  possible  the  following 
of  our  youth  in  the  pathways  blazed  by  our  racial  fore¬ 
bears  in  their  progressive  contribution  to  the  civilization 
of  their  and  our  times. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Missions  and  the  Future  in  China 

IT  is  inevitable  that  in  so  great  an  upheaval  as  that 
now  taking  place  in  China  all  sorts  of  unfounded  and 
grotesque  impressions  of  various  aspects  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  should  be  abroad.  One  of  the  impressions  most  at 
variance  with  the  facts  and  both  harmful  and  ridiculous 
at  the  same  time,  is  that  the  end  of  Christian  missions 
has  arrived  in  China.  The  idea  has  been  helped  on  by 
newspaper  stories,  particularly  by  one  appearing  in  the 
New  York  Tribune  to  the  effect  that  missions  were  being 
closed  and  that  an  investment  of  $100,000,000  was  at 
stake,  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  fantastic  tale. 

These  conceptions  have  been  combated  as  far  as  pos¬ 
sible  by  the  statement  of  facts,  but  it  is  hard  wholly  to 
remove  a  misconception  of  this  sort.  Consequently  the 
statement  made  at  Shanghai  on  February  12  by  the 
Excutive  Comfnittee  of  the  National  Christian  Council, 
an  organization  representing  nearly  all  the  Protestant 
organizations  in  China  and  the  great  majority  of  Prot¬ 
estant  Chinese  churches,  is  timely.  The  National  Council 
expresses  sanely  and  yet  very  hopefully  its  view  of  the 
future  of  Christianity  in  China.  The  great  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Council  are  Chinese,  and  their  state¬ 
ment  is  thus  an  expression  of  Chinese  as  well  as  mission¬ 
ary  opinion.  The  Council  declares; 

“The  Chinese  Christians  fully  recognize  the  danger  to  the  Church 
and  to  Christian  workers  from  the  extreme  elements,  but  share  in 
the  Nationalist  aspirations  for  unity  in  China,  with  justice,  equality 
and  freedom.  We  are  prepared  to  accept  risks  and  even  to  face 
persecution  rather  than  oppose  the  most  hopeful  movement  in  mod¬ 
ern  China. 

“This  Nationalist  movement  is  not  confined  to  one  party,  but 
is  shared  by  the  thoughtful  Chinese  of  both  the  North  and  South, 
irrespective  of  political  allegiance. 

“The  present  situation  is  calling  out  and  developing  Chinese 
leadership  and  initiative  in  the  Church,  which  is  an  encouraging  fact. 
Though  the  Church  may  have  lost  in  members,  is  it  gaining  in 
spiritual  power.  In  certain  parts  of  China  missionaries  have  been 
obliged  to  leave  their  stations,  but  they  do  so  reluctantly,  mainly 
on  consular  instructions  and  as  a  precautionary  measure. 

“Any  general  missionary  withdrawal  would  be  regretted  by  the 
Chinese  Christians,  who  emphasize  the  continued  need  for  mission¬ 
aries,  especially  those  who  are  co-operating  with  the  Chinese  Church  ” 

The  truth,  of  course,  is  that  the  present  days  are  wit¬ 
nessing  not  the  end  of  missions  but  one  of  the  crowning 
successes  of  Christian  missions.  It  is  a  day  which  gives 
promise  of  a  great  advance  and  strengthening  of  the 
Christian  movement  in  China.  The  promise  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  is  well  expressed  by  Dr.  E.  H.  Hume,  President  of 
Yale-in-China,  who  declares  with  fine  vision: 

“Can  we  not  also  share  in  the  rejoicing  of  Chinese  Christians  over 
the  outburst  of  national  consciousness  which  is  such  a  reality  today.’ 
How  much  more  ready  for  reconstruction  China  is  now  than  when 
the  nation’s  life  was  stagnant!  As  the  reservoir  of  national  feeling 
has  become  full  to  overflowing,  is  it  not  natural  that  the  violence 
of  the  current  should  strain  the  structure  of  the  national  life  to  the 
limit  of  its  endurance?  Is  not  the  present  movement  one  of  exces¬ 
sive  vitality,  of  kindled  emotion,  that  stand  out  in  striking  contrast 
to  the  Indifference,  the  stolidity,  the  deadness,  of  days  only  recently 
past?  Is  it  not  to  be  expected  that  our  Chinese  fellow-Christians, 
taught  that  the  truth  is  a  liberating  force,  should  share  eagerly  in 
the  patriotic  movements  of  the  day?  Is  it  surprising  that  some  of 
them  are  found  among  the  extremists?  Let  us  be  grateful,  rather, 
that  China  is  alive.  Her  love  of  fair  play  and  her  emphasis  on 
moral  values  will  prevent  her  from  being  permanently  dominated 
by  subversive  forces.” 

Three  considerations  may  well  be  kept  to  the  fore  in 
thinking  about  China.  The  first  is  that  while  the  advance 
of  the  Nationalistic  movement  in  China  does  not  mark  the 
end  of  Christian  missions,  it  does  mark  the  necessity  of 
a  new  policy  of  missionary  strategy  and  undertaking.  It 
is  incumbent  today  upon  missionary  boards  to  do  conse¬ 


crated  and  courageous  thinking  and  planning  for  grant¬ 
ing  larger  powers  to  the  Chinese  Church.  It  is  inevitable 
that  time-honored  principles  of  action  have  been. utterly 
outgrown  in  the  new  situation  developing  right  now,  and 
if  the  Church  and  mission  boards  lack  either  the  intelli¬ 
gence  or  the  courage  to  face  facts  and  act  on  present 
needs  rather  than  cling  tenaciously  to  past  methods,  they 
will  lose  a  great  opportunity. 

This  is  not  the  time  for  all  the  missionaries  to  come 
home  by  any  means.  But  it  is  certainly  time  for  those 
missionaries  whose  nationalism  is  more  pronounced  than 
their  Christianity  to  leave  the  field  to  others  as  hur¬ 
riedly  as  possible.  China  is  no  place  today  for  the  Church 
leader,  be  his  position  what  it  may,  whose  chief  or  only 
reaction  in  the  present  situation  is  to  repeat  the  stereo¬ 
typed  chatter  about  Bolshevism. 

Second,  our  thinking  about  China  in  every  respect  will 
be  all  wrong  if  we  do  not  realize  the  gigantic  dimensions 
of  the  present  movement  in  China.  It  is  one  of  the 
great  hours  of  human  history.  It  is  a  movement  of  a 
human  race  on  as  far-reaching  a  scale  as  the  Renaissance 
and  Reformation  and  French  Revolution.  It  is  China’s 
liberation.  Consequently,  we  ought  not  to  be  surprised 
if  an  affair  of  that  size  and  importance  results  in  litter- 
ing  up  the  parlor  floor  a  little  bit  or  smashing  a  few 
dishes.  We  ought  particularly  to  be  on  our  guard  against 
the  person  whose  vivid  memories  of  the  Boxer  uprising 
lead  him  to  compare  the  present  situation  with  that  dis¬ 
turbance.  There  is  only  the  most  superficial  resemblance. 
The  Boxer  uprising  was  a  local  riot.  This  is  both  a  civil 
war  and  move  to  freedom. 

Third,  every  influence  should  be  used  that  American 
action  be  no  longer  delayed.  There  have  been  the  most 
wise  and  fortunate  expressions  of  American  good  will 
and  announcement  of  policy  in  recent  weeks.  The  atti¬ 
tude  of  our  government  is  one  to  cause  just  pride  and 
has  contributed  much  to  make  for  friendliness  and  good 
will  between  China  and  the  United  States.  The  Secretary 
of  State  has  already  announced  to  China  and  the  world 
that  the  American  government  “is  ready  now  to  conduct 
the  negotiations  on  the  entire  subject  of  the  tariff,  ex¬ 
traterritoriality  or  to  take  up  negotiations  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States  alone.”  The  Foreign  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  has  recommended 
to  that  body  the  passage  of  the  Porter  Resolutions,  which 
call  on  the  President  to  propose  to  China  the  negotiation 
of  a  new  set  of  treaties  “to  the  end  that  henceforth  the 
treaty  relations  between  the  two  countries  shall  be  upon 
an  equitable  reciprocal  basis.”  This  resolution  has  the 
backing  not  only  of  mission  churches  but  of  many  leading 
American  business  interests  as  well. 

But  all  this  is  mere  talk  unless  action  follows.  Now 
is  the  time  for  action. 

What  remains  to  be  done  now  in  the  view  of  many  mis¬ 
sionary  leaders  as  well  as  such  experts  in  international 
relations  as  Grover  Clark,  editor  of  the  Peking  Leader, 
is  the  specific  recommendation  to  the  representative  of 
China,  with  whom  the  State  Department  is  now  carrying 
on  relations,  that  Chinese  delegates  be  named  to  negotiate 
with  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

The  action  of  our  government  along  the  lines  laid 
down  in  the  Porter  Resolutions  will  not  only  contribute 
to  international  justice  but  will  mean  much  to  the  future 
of  Christianity  in  China.  L. 
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Enlisting  a  Church  for  Personal 

Evangelism 

By  Herbert  J.  Burgstahler 

PtMtor  Plymouth  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Buffalo,  New  York 


H 


FACE  TO  FACE  PERSUASION 

Is  the  finest  method  for  Christian  extension  as  well  as  business 

extension. 


'  E  brought  him  to 
Jesus,’ — ^it  is  the 
way  the  whole 
Christian  movement  began,” 
says  Dean  Charles  R.  Brown. 

Christianity  is  a  life-pro¬ 
ducing  religion.  “I  am  the 
life.  I  have  come  to  bring  the 
abundant  life,”  says  Jesus. 

That  is  the  genius  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  It  produces  life. 

Vital  life  always  reproduces 
life.  Christianity  must  repro¬ 
duce  itself  or  it  dies.  When¬ 
ever  it  has  not  reproduced  it¬ 
self  it  has  died. 

“The  wellsprings  of  life 

are  the  emotions,”  said  an  authority  on  psychology  re¬ 
cently.  Regenerative  Christianity  invariably  stimulates 
the  emotions.  When  religious  emotion  goes  out  from  the 
evangelistic  service  into  the  homes  and  offices  to  win  men 
to  Christ,  it  becomes  a  mighty  force  in  maintaining  a 
strong  religious  life. 

Evangelistic  Expression  Revitalizes  Passion 

“I  would  rather  bring  the  poorest  woman  on  earth 
to  the  feet  of  Jesus  than  be  made  the  archbishop  of  Can¬ 
terbury.”  The  religious  passion  of  Charles  Haddon 
Spurgeon  thus  addresses  you.  But  it  would  not  have 
spoken  so  extravagantly  had  it  never  hunted  men  for 
Christ. 

“We  believe  in  evangelism,”  said  seventy-five  faint¬ 
hearted  Christians  one  Sunday  night  after  the  service. 
But  they  trembled  as  they  promised  to  win  their  neighbors 
to  Christ  and  the  church.  “How  can  we  do  it?  We 
never  have.” 

“You  can  and  will  if  you  will  let  Jesus  have  right 
of  way,”  was  my  answer.  And  they  did.  One  hundred 
and  fifteen  were  brought  to  the  altar  through  their  efforts. 

They  believed  in  evangelism.  It  was,  however,  mere 
theory.  When  they  had  practiced  expressional  activity 
through  evangelism  for  one  week,  their  theoretical  beliefs 
became  burning  convictions. 

There  is  no  “passion  for  souls”  is  a  charge  frequently 
made  against  the  Christians.  This  passion  will  be  re¬ 
vitalized  when  it  is  expressed  through  evangelism. 

Evangelizing  Ideals 

“I  dream  dreams  and  see  visions,  and  then  I  take  my 
brush  and  throw  the  dream  or  the  vision  in  a  painting 
upon  the  material  canvas.”  Thus  answered  Raphael  to 
the  query  as  to  how  he  produced  such  master  artistry. 

Jesus  dreamed  dreams  of  winning  the  whole  world  to 
Himself.  And  I,  “if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will 
draw  all  men  unto  me.” 

The  dream  of  the  church  must  be  to  draw  all  the  non- 


Christians  of  the  community 
to  Jesus  Christ  through  the 
magnetism  of  evangelistic  zeal. 

Every  community  is  com¬ 
posed  of  three  classes  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  about  the  following  pro¬ 
portions  :  forty  per  cent  who 
belong  to  no  church  at  all, 
thirty  per  cent  who  are  merely 
nominal  Christians,  and  thirty 
per  cent  who  are  more  or  less 
vital. 

It  is  the  ideal  of  the  church 
to  win  the  forty  per  cent 
to  definite  active  support  of 
Christianity  through' the 
church,  and  revitalize  the 
other  thirty  per  cent.  This  ideal  can  best  be  realized 
when  the  thirty  per  cent  who  are  more  or  less  active 
go  out  to  win  the  other  seventy  per  cent  to  complete 
allegiance  to  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Evangelistic  Method 

Everyday  evangelism  by  every  Christian  is  the  ideal 
■ — but  it  also  implies  the  method.  Everyday  evangelism 
is  the  evangelistic  tree  that  produces  the  largest  and 
most  enduring  fruitage.  There  are  fewer  backsliders  who 
must  be  culled  out  from  the  membership  roll  as  a  result 
of  this  method  than  from  any  other.  That  is  because 
people  are  won  through  the  natural  rather  than  the  hot¬ 
house  or  forced  method. 

The  evangelistic  force  of  a  church  must  be  a  living 
organism,  functioning  as  regularly  as  the  heart.  It  is 
composed  of  from  ten  to  fifty  members  who  meet  once  a 
week.  The  time  is  immaterial.  But  they  must  meet! 
They  may  meet  one  hour  before  the  evening  service,  at 
the  church  training  night,  or  whenever  convenient. 

What  do  they  do  at  this  meeting? 

First  of  all,  they  pray.  There  is  definiteness  to  their 
prayer:  “Help  us  to  witness  aright  for  Thee  unto  Brother 
X.  Kindle  new  evangelistic  fires  in  our  church.”  They 
pray  for  those  whom  they  are  trying  to  win.  They  use 
names  in  their  prayers.  Their  prayer  is  intercessory. 

Secondly,  they  collect  new  names  of  prospects  gath¬ 
ered  through  the  week’s  contacts.  They  assign  new  names 
to  members  of  their  department  for  interview.  They  dis¬ 
cuss  experiences  of  the  week.  They  exchange  ideas.  They 
build  up  each  other’s  faith. 

Thirdly,  they  select  personal  workers  and  bring  in 
reports  from  them.  They  plan  programs  of  instruction 
for  the  workers.  They  promote  any  special  campaign 
that  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

The  Friend 

“I  belong  to  the  Church  of  Holy  Icicles,”  said  a  visit¬ 
ing  member  of  our  congregation  the  other  Sunday.  “I 


March  3,  1927 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


warmed  up.  You  are  such  a  friendly  have  employed  this  method.  Of  course,  the  week  is  but 

•  L  i*  •  harvesting  time.  Many  weeks  of  seed  sowing  and 

lhat  18  because  of  the  Friendly  Welcomer.  There  cultivation  have  preceded  this  campaign.  My  first  cam- 
are  fifty  of  them  scattered  throughout  the  congregation,  paign  took  place  just  ten  years  ago.  I  said  to  the  Be¬ 
lt  IS  their  business  to  locate  the  “strangers  within  our  partment  of  Evangelism  the  first  week  in  January,  “We 
gates.  As  soon  as  the  benediction  is  said,  they  introduce  ought  to  win  one  hundred  by  Easter.”  Mv  pastorate 
themselves  to  them,  and  invite  them  to  _ 


themselves  to  them,  and  invite  them  to 
meet  the  minister.  They  write  the  guests’ 
names  on  the  following  card: 

Name  .  U  3,  I 

Address  .  ^  '  'Orr?l 

Member  of  what  church .  I  ■'tilf  I 

Friendly  Welcomer  .  Vn  ~ ^  r"i  J 

They  hand  the  card  to  me  when  thev  W  I 

introduce  them.  They  present  them  also  — — I 

to  members  of  the  church.  They  make  I 

them  feel  at  home.  They  invite  them  to  __  I 

come  back.  They  are  on  the  lookout  for 
them  at  the  next  service.  If  they  don’t  ^ 

return,  they  call  on  them.  Our  oflice  usu- 
ally  pens  them  a  note  of  welcome  during 
the  week.  In  this  way  we  build  a  prospect  **ti£E  DISC 
list.  Many  are  won  to  Christ  and  the  j^sus’  original 
church  through  the  Friendly  Welcomer  evan^ 

as  an  evangelist. 

The  Friendly  Welcomer  group  is  promoted  by  the 
Department  of  Evangelism. 

Building  a  Prospect  List 

“How  do  you  build  your  prospect  list?”  I  am  fre¬ 
quently  asked. 

It  is  an  everyday  process,  just  as  the  most  effective 
evangelism  is.  You  must  be  ever  on  the  lookout  for  them. 
I  carry  a  little  leather  covered,  loose-leaf  notebook  in  my 
hip  pocket,  into  which  I  write  the  names  of  every  person 
who  has  no  church  connection.  I  make  out  a  prospect 
card  for  him,  and  place  his  name  on  the  mailing  list.  I 
invite  him  to  many  different  church  functions. 

.  Here  are  a  few  of  the  sources  from  which  I  draw  for 
prospects : 

a.  Contacts  through  the  social  life  of  the  church  organizations. 
The  various  classes  and  organizations  meet  from  time  to  time.  Fre¬ 
quently  there  are  guests  of  members  there.  I  meet  them  and  place 
their  names  in  my  constituency  book. 

b.  Contacts  through  pastoral  calling.  When  calling  on  parish¬ 
ioners  I  constantly  meet  new  people  who  have  no  church  home.  They 
become  prospects. 

c.  Contacts  through  church  attendance.  The  Friendly  Welcomer 
brings  these  to  me.  They  make  splendid  prospects. 

d.  The  personal  workers  and  friendly  visitors  are  trained  to  be 
on  the  lookout  for  prospects.  They  give  me  their  names. 

e.  The  community  survey,  which  we  make  at  stated  intervals,  fur¬ 
nishes  us  with  a  large  number  of  prospects.  These  are  the  least 
susceptible  at  first.  They  require  much  cultivation,  but  they  are 
worth-while  prospects. 

f.  The  brothers  and  sisters-in-law — 1.  e.,  the  non-afiiliated  hus¬ 
bands,  wives,  and  other  kin  of  members.  There  is  always  a  substantial 
list  of  these. 

g.  The  Sunday-school  constituency.  The  parents  of  Sunday- 
school  pupils,  or  other  members  of  the  pupil’s  family.  The  pupil 
himself  frequently  is  not  a  member.  Of  course,  all  the  children 
eligible  for  church  membership  are  listed  as  prospects. 

h.  Occasionally  I  give  the  members  of  the  congregation  a  card, 
upon  which  I  ask  them  to  write  the  names  of  any  whom  they  would 
like  to  see  won  to  Christ  and  the  church.  I  always  ask  them  to  sign 
their  own  name.  I  frequently  ask  them  to  accompany  me  or  some 
good  personal  worker  to  visit  these  prospects.  None  has  a  better 
approach  to  them  than  the  people  who  have  them  on  their  heart. 

The  Home  Visitation  Campaign 


II 

Ih 

"THE  DISCIPLES  WENT  OUT  TWO  BY  TWO’’ 
Jesu»  original  method  of  training  disciples  for  personal 
evangelism  still  remains  unsurpassed. 


r  Q  0  0  month  old.  Those 

I  iSm  ''  "*  -S  E  people  looked  at  me 

querulous  scru- 

•il  ^  our  new 

pastor  mad  or 
queer?”  One  hun- 

_ I  dred  and  two  were 

the 

^ _ -  church  at  Easter. 

^ — - Setting  Up  the 

Hh  Campaign 

— We  agree 
shall  be 

dedicated  the  Personal 
Evangelistic  Campaign. 

PLES  WENT  OUT  TWO  BY  TWO’’  decide  on  the 

number  of  personal 
%ethod  of  training  disciples  for  personal  workers  we  want.  One 
lism  still  remains  unsurpassed.  every  ten  church 

members  is  the  proper 
number.  If  the  church 
has  a  membership  of  one  thousand,  we  place  the  number  of  personal 
workers  at  one  hundred. 

The  Group  Leaders. — The  Department  of  Evangelism  and  1 
select  the  group  leaders.  There  is  one  group  leader  for  every  six 
personal  workers.  We  select  the  most  spiritually-minded,  faithful, 
and  promotive  people  we  have  for  this  task.  They  are  the  key  people. 
Unless  they  are  reliable  the  campaign  fails. 

These  group  leaders  are  called  together  for  instruction  and  con¬ 
ference.  Their  task  is  as  follows: 

1.  They  select  five  faithful  assistants  and  two  alternates.  We 
decide  together  whom  each  will  invite  for  membership  in  his  group. 

2.  They  get  their  workers  to  all  training  conferences  and  to  each 
campaign  service. 

3.  They  divide  their  group  into  teams  of  two  each.  We  use 
Luke  10  as  our  campaign  manual  and  plan  of  organization.  “After 
these  things  the  Lord  appointed  other  seventy  also,  and  sent  them 
two  and  two  before  his  face.” 

4.  They  distribute  the  prospect  cards  when  the  time  for  that 
comes. 

5.  They  make  reports  of  all  achievements  each  night  of  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

6.  They  are  held  responsible  for  the  return  of  each  prospect  card. 

The  Training  Period. — From  six  weeks  to  three  months  are  em¬ 
ployed  for  intensive  training  for  this  campaign.  I  have,  however, 
conducted  campaigns  with  marvelous  results  for  my  brethren  when 
no  intensive  training  period  has  preceded  the  campaign. 

We  meet  once  a  week  at  the  training-night  hour  for  instruction 
and  prayer. 

Distribution  of  Prospect  Cards. — The  prospect  cards  are  distrib¬ 
uted  the  last  night  of  training  just  preceding  the  campaign  week. 
The  group  leaders  attend  to  this. 

The  Consecration  Service. — The  Sunday  morning  service  of  the 
week  of  the  campaign  is  devoted  to  the  inspiration  of  the  church  for 
this  week  of  ingathering.  The  service  always  closes  with  a  conse¬ 
cration  service  of  all  workers  about  the  altar.  They  leave  this  meet¬ 
ing  to  go  out  that  Sunday  afternoon  to  win  folks  to  Christ  and  His 
church.  They  report  at  six  o’clock  Monday  evening  for  supper. 

The  surest  way  to  sustain  uninterrupted  attention  to 
the  campaign  is  to  have  all  personal  workers  meet  around 
the  “Win  Others  Supper  Table”  at  six  o’clock  to  report. 

The  supper-hour  meeting  consumes  just  one  hour.  At 
seven  o’clock  or  seven-fifteen  all  workers  start  out  on  their 
ministry  of  love.  They  have  the  entire  evening  for  calling. 
Frequently  ope  hundred  calls  are  made,  and  from  twenty 
to  thirty  have  decided  for  Christ  the  first  night. 

The  work  is  permanent.  Out  of  a  total  of  788  won 

by  this  method  at  First  Methodist  Church,  Rochester,  in 

«  «... 


Never  have  less  than  seventy-five  been  won  as  a  result  four  years,  less  than  four  per  cent  were  unaccounted  for 
of  a  week’s  concentrated  effort  in  the  ten  years  that  I  at  the  end  of  that  period. 
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ON  THE  WAT  TO  THE  MINES 

African  laborerg  from  the  interior  on  their  way  to  the  mines  at  Johannesburg. 


Africa— The  Exploiter’s  Happy 
Hunting  Grounds 

Why  the  Looters  of  the  Dark  Continent  Consider  the  Missionary  a 

By  Stanley  High 


(vered  remote  have  been  made  more  acute  by  this  widespread 
vorld,  indifference  to  developments  on  that  continent.  Rela- 
ch  an  tively  free  from  the  meddling  scrutiny  of  international 
ce  for  investigators,  the  white  man  has  had  his  own  merry  way. 
les  of  Africa  has  been,  and  remains,  the  exploiter’s  Arcadia, 
m,  of  As  between  white  men,  there  have  been  few  rules  ex- 
lys  in  cept  those  of  a  free-for-all.  Thus,  when  Cecil  Rhodes 
as  the  desired  to  expand  the  limits  of  Britain’s  African  domin- 
naked  ions  at  the  expense  of  the  independent  Boer  Republic  in 
)mptu  the  Transvaal,  it  did  no  particular  violence  to  the  preva- 
ontier  lent  code  that  he  backed  a  freebooting  expedition  to 
i  ser-  accomplish  his  purpose.  The  scandal  which  resulted 
arose  from  the  fact  that  the  Jameson  Raid  was  a  failure, 
;d  for  and  more  important,  because  it  attracted  attention  out- 
etches  side  Africa.  The  Cape  hailed  Jameson,  back  from  his 
•ound-  piracy,  and  made  him  premier. 

inder-  As  for  the  original  inhabitants  of  Africa,  both  the 
1  same  white  man’s  government  and  his  economics  have  been  built 
That  upon  the  assertion  that 

p  hRve 

“We  are  the  chosen  people, 

1  more  Look  at  the  hue  of  our  skins; 

-ftp-  Others  are  black  or  yellow, 

That  is  because  of  their  sins.” 

from 

t  Ma-  Diamonds,  gold,  copper,  lands — they  have  been  appropri- 
uator,  ated  with  the  facility  that  superior  force  makes  possible. 
Table”  A  span  of  oxen,  a  few  rifles,  or  a  handful  of  gold  have 
legalized  the  transaction.  And  the  native  himself  has  been 
;tually  thrown  into  the  bargain  to  make  the  measure  generous. 
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The  White  Man’s  Burden — Of  Stolen  Goods! 

When  the  white  man  desires  to  build  roads  over  which 
to  drive  his  automobiles  through  certain  of  the  appro¬ 
priated  territories,  he  sends  out  the  police,  rounds  up  the 
natives,  forces  them  to  work  without  pay  and  to  furnish 
their  own  food,  and,  in  the  end,  takes  strangers  out  to 
tour  and  to  marvel  at  the  blessings  of  civilized  encroach¬ 
ment.  When  the  white  man  finds  diamonds,  he  rounds  up 
the  natives  to  do  the  digging  and  keeps  them  virtual  pris¬ 
oners  until  their  digging  days 
are  done.  When  copper  hills 
are  found  and  mining  opera¬ 
tions  under  way,  the  operators 
“recruit”  workmen  by  a 
method  that  is  called,  signifi¬ 
cantly,  “catching  natives.” 

When  he  stumbles  upon  a  gold 
reef  and  establishes  big  com¬ 
panies  to  exploit  it,  the  white 
man  overcomes  any  possible 
shortage  of  labor  by  falling 
back  upon  his  road-building 
policy.  He  pays  wages  and 
furnishes  food,  but  as  one  man, 
on  round-up  for  a  mine  com¬ 
pany,  expressed  it:  “We  aim 
to  get  the  ten  best  years  of 
the  native’s  life.  He’s  not 
much  good  to  us  after  ten 
3'ears.”  He  might  have  added 
“because  he  has  probably  gone 
back  to  the  bush  to  die  of 
miner’s  phthisis  or  tubercu¬ 
losis  or  a  worse  disease.” 

The  exploiter  has  had  his 
own  way  with  diamonds  and 
gold  and  copper  and  land  and, 
particularly,  with  the  natives. 

And  isolation  has  been  his 
greatest  asset.  That  asset, 
however,  is  failing  him.  And 
he  is  alarmed  and  terribly  in¬ 
censed.  Certain  recent  re¬ 
ports  on  labor  conditions  in  Africa  have  aroused  a  frothy 
bitterness  which  would  be  out  of  all  proportion  to  their 
importance  if  they  were  not  recognized  as  a  warning  that 
the  cloak  of  remoteness  which  has  covered  Africa  is  no 
longer  adequate  to  conceal  this  exploitation.  Similarly 
one  meets  in  certain  places  with  a  revealing  hostility 
toward  the  League  of  Nations,  which,  as  one  big  land- 
owner  declared,  “knows  too  much  and  won’t  let  us  alone.” 
The  African  exploiter  is  unprepared  for  scrutiny  of  the 
judicial  sort  represented  by  the  league.  He  resents  it — 
and  with  reason.  His  existence  is  at  stake. 

The  Native’s  Chief  Friend  is  the  Missionary 

Involved  most  definitely  in  this  resentment  is  the  Prot¬ 
estant  missionary.  Investigators  come  into  the  country, 
move  quietly  about,  slip  out  again.  Their  reports  are 
published  in  London  or  New  York.  And  agitations  rise 
and  wane  in  the  comfortable  security  of  the  homeland. 

The  missionary,  however,  sticks  to  his  job  in  an  en¬ 
vironment  that  very  often  is  neither  comfortable  nor 
secure.  He  may  never  have  seen  the  investigator  nor 
have  read  his  report  nor  have  fed  the  indignation  of  his 
friends  at  home.  But  if  his  territory  is  even  distantly 


concerned,  the  entire  responsibility  is  unloaded  at  the  gate 
of  his  compound  and  hostility  is  stored  up  toward  him 
against  a  day  of  reckoning. 

And  this  is  as  it  should  be.  Whether  responsible  for 
these  reports  or  not — and  most  often  he  is  not-7-it  is  a 
tribute  to  the  missionary  that  exploiters  should  tulm  upon 
him  as  the  most  likely  and  dangerous  opponent  of  their 
schemes.  It  is  undeniable  that  the  difficulty  which  the 
Protestant  meets  is  almost  exactly  the  measure  of  the 

extent  and  method  of  exploi¬ 
tation  in  any  particular  ter¬ 
ritory. 

For  whatever  other  accu¬ 
sations  are  made  against  him, 
there  is  one  item  that  all  com¬ 
plaints  against  the  missionary 
hold  in  common:  he  is  the 
friend  of  the  native.  In  sea¬ 
son  and  out  the  missionary 
has  been  the  spokesman — the 
only  consistent  spokesman — 
on  behalf  of  the  African. 

This  fact  has  made  his¬ 
tory  in  Africa.  The  early 
Dutch  who  settled  in  South 
Africa  enslaved  the  native 
as  they  annexed  his  land. 
The  native  was  their  prop¬ 
erty,  like  the  oxen,  and  they 
quoted  Scripture  to  prove  it: 
“Cursed  be  Canaan.  A  serv¬ 
ant  of  servants  shall  he  be  to 
his  brethren.  .  .  .  God 

shall  enlarge  Japheth,  and  he 
shall  dwell  in  the  tents  of 
Shem  and  Canaan  shall  be  his 
servant.”  And  there  were 
none  to  deny  this  doctrine ! 

The  Missionary’s  Con¬ 
quest  of  Slavery 

None,  that  is,  save  the  mis¬ 
sionaries.  They  —  what  few 
there  were  in  those  early  days — denied  it  vehemently. 
They  preached  fair  play  up  and  down  South  Africa. 
They  wrote  home  to  England.  England,  in  the  midst 
of  an  anti-slavery  movement,  turned  its  attention  to 
Africa  and  abolished  slavery  in  her  colony  there.  And 
the  Boers — they  already  had  reason  to  hate  England — 
declared  their  hatred  against  missionaries  and  trekked 
into  the  black  veldt,  where  eventually,  after  long  struggle, 
they  founded  the  Transvaal  Republic  and  the  Orange  Free 
State. 

It  is  part  of  the  contribution  of  the  Protestant  mis¬ 
sionary  that  slavery  was  abolished  then  in  South  Africa 
and  that  now,  in  whatever  part  of  the  continent,  the  lot 
of  those  who  seek  to  enchain  the  native  is  increasingly 
difficult.  This  latter  fact  is  true,  partly,  because  the 
missionary  program  has  worked  to  help  the  native  to 
think  for  himself  and,  thinking  for  himself,  he  has  become 
more  difficult  to  handle  by  those  who  have  sought  to  keep 
him  in  serfdom.  The  popular  expression  of  that  idea  is 
found  in  the  phrase  that  is  bandied  about  from  one  end 
of  the  continent  to  the  other,  “The  missionary  spoils  the 
native.”  Which,-  from  a  certain  point  of  view,  is  true 
enough.  The  missionary  does  spoil  the  native — as  prop- 


PA88ED  FROM  PROBATION  TO  FULL  MEMBER- 
8HIP  IN  THE  CHURCH 

Four  applicants  for  church  membership  in  the  Congo  who 
have  completed  a  two-year  preparatory  course.  These  four 
walked  sixteen  miles  in  one  afternoon  'and  evening  for  their 
final  examination. 
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erty.  That  is  involved  in  his  efforts  to  develop  him  as 
a  man. 

The  Missionary  As  Court  of  Appeals' 

But  there  is  another  reason  that  the  missionary  is  a 
pest — ^perhaps  a  menace — to  those  who  come  out  to  Africa 
to  clean  up  and  clear  out  before  any  reckonings  are  asked 
for.  The  missionary  in  vast  areas  of  Africa  has  been 
and  is  to-day  the  native’s  only  court  of  appeals.  He 
alone  has  lived  far  enough  in  the  interior  and  close  enough 
to  the  Negro  to  know  the  tactics  of  his  exploiters.  Pos¬ 
session  of  that  knowledge  makes  him  a  dangerous  person. 

Why  the  Slave  Drivers  Hate  the  Missionary 

I  have  seen  the  missionary  in  the  capacity  of  inter¬ 
cessor.  A  native  is  unjustly  thrown  into  jail  for  his  hut 
tax.  The  wife  appeals  to  the  missionary.  He  goes  to  the 
jail,  hears  the  story,  and  retells  it  to  the  official  who  had 
refused  to  hear  the  native.  The  native  is  released.  An¬ 
other  whose  wife  is  very  ill  ,is  caught  for  work  on  the 
roads.  The  missionary  intercedes,  promising  that  when 
the  wife  is  well  the  native  will  return  to  the  authorities. 
After  much  discussion  and  protest,  the  request  is  granted 
and  the  native  a  few  weeks  later  returns,  to  the  amaze¬ 
ment  of  the  officials,  to  work  on  the  road.  A  planter 
far  in  the  interior  seeks  to  oust  the  natives  from  their 
village  and  to  deprive  them  of  their  gardens,  which  he 
desires.  A  runner  is  dispatched  through  the  bush  trails 
to  the  missionary.  He  comes,  via  bicycle,  hears  the  story 
first  hand,  calls  the  planter,  is  insulted  for  his  pains ;  goes 
to  the  administrator  for  the  district,  and  the  land  is  saved 
to  the  villagers. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  however,  it  is  accurate  to  say 
that  there  has  been  little  concerted  missionary  action  in 
those  sections  of  the  country  that  most  needed  such  action. 

Africa  Moves  Into  the  World’s  Range  of  Vision 

That  situation,  however,  has  changed  in  Africa. 
More  than  is  often  realized,  these  post-war  years  have 
given  international  sanction  to  the  thing  for  which  the 
missionary  stands.  A  recent  official  document  of  the 
British  Colonial  Office  declared  in  substance:  “We  hold 
our  colonies  in  Africa  in  trusteeship  for  the  native.  Our 
first  obligation  is  for  his  moral  and  intellectual  develop¬ 
ment,  and  we  recognize  that  in  that  development  religious 
training  is  essential.”  When  it  comes  to  actual  practice, 
other  nations  with  properties  in  Africa  lag  far  behind 
Great  Britain  in  this  as  in  many  other  matters.  But, 
officially,  all  of  them  have  been  obliged  to  give  tacit  ap¬ 
proval  to  the  general  purpose  of  that  declaration — even 
when  their  colonial  administration  has  failed  to  make  it 
operative.  The  missionaries  as  a  result  are  in  a  position 
where  it  is  possible  to  take  concerted  action  on  questions 
which  involve  the  native.  Outside  British  territories  they 
are  often  persecuted  because  of  their  position. 

The  Infamous  Color  Bar  Bill  in  South  Africa 

Last  year  the  Union  of  South  Africa  passed  a  Color 
Bar  Bill  which  deserves  to  stand  with  the  most  outstand¬ 
ing  of  the  world’s  pieces  of  infamous  legislation.  By  the 
terms  of  this  measure  the  rising  tide  of  native  ambition 
is  to  be  permanently  checked.  Natives,  particularly  in 
the  gold  mines  of  the  Rand,  had  grown  so  proficient  that 
they  were  a  threat  to  the  status  of  the  white  workman. 


In  the  future,  therefore,  natives  are  prohibited  to  do  other 
than  unskilled  work.  Skilled  labor,  of  whatever  sort,  they 
are  not  permitted  to  do. 

From  the  European  population  of  South  Africa  there 
was  only  one  clear  protest  against  this  measure.  That 
protest  came  from  a  representative  group  of  Christian 
churchmen,  in  the  leadership  of  which  were  the  mission¬ 
aries.  So  pronounced  in  fact  was  the  missionary  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  measure  that  General  Hertzog,  the  Boer 
prime  minister  of  the  Union,  devoted  himself  in  one  speech 
to  their  wholesale  condemnation.  .. 

Persecution  of  Indians 

The  same  has  been  true  of  the  Indian  persecutions 
in  South  Africa.  Only  the  church  and  missionary  groups 
have  protested  against  the  harshness  of  the  treatment 
which  is  being  meted  opt  in  an  effort  to  drive  the  Asiatics 
from  the  country.  In  other  sections  of  the  continent 
united  missionary  action  is  beginning  the  development 
of  a  Christian  conscience  which,  speaking  as  it  does  for 
the  vast  majority  of  the  natives,  has  the  utmost  signifi¬ 
cance.  Prison  reform  measures ;  the  more  equitable  ap¬ 
portionment  of  native  lands ;  the  improvement  of  housing 
conditions  in  mining  areas ;  the  prohibition  of  alcohol 
to  the  natives — these  matters  have  all  come  in  for  ef¬ 
fective  consideration  by  missionary*  conferences  which 
have  brought  about  definite  action  by  the  authorities  in¬ 
volved. 

That  the  missionary  has  been  and  is  today  the  unwav¬ 
ering  spokesman  for  the  native  is  a  fact  of  great  im¬ 
portance  for  the  future  of  Christian  work,  in  Africa. 
Nowhere  else  in  tlie  world  is  Christianity  less  identified 
with  unrighteous  manifestations  of  the  white  man’s  civili¬ 
zation.  The  native  sees  two  types  of  white  man  in  Africa : 
the  missionary  and  those  who  believe  and  act  as  he  be¬ 
lieves  and  acts;  and  the  exploiter,  whose  aim  is  speedy 
aggrandizement  and  whose  methods  are  often  barbaric. 
There  is  never  any  confusion  between  the  two.  They 
stand  as  far  apart  as  the  poles. 

The  new  Africa  because  of  that  fact  will  be  to  a  great 
degree  an  Africa  of  the  missionary’s  making. 

The  African’s  Faith  in  the  Missionary 

Meanwhile,  with  this  awakening  gaining  momentum, 
it  is  upon  the  missionary  that  the  African  has  learned 
to  rely  with  confidence.  On  the  Rand,  among  the  200,000 
natives  employed  in  the  mines  the  missionary  and  the 
Christian  preacher  have  an  influence  far  beyond  that  of 
the  labor  leaders. 

The  African  native  has  only  begun  to  be  aware  of  the 
present-day  issues  of  political  and  industrial  adjustment. 
There  is  still  the  Africa  of  the  colored  slides.  But  every 
mine  and  railroad  and  each  new  plantation  constitutes 
part  of  the  curriculum  by  which  the  native  is  being  gradu¬ 
ated  into  the  modern  world.  If  every  mission  school  were 
closed  to-day,  the  education  of  the  native  would  still  go 
on  apace — though  untempered  by  the  ideals  for  which 
the  missionary  stands.  And,  in  the  end,  the  white  in¬ 
habitants  of  Africa,  even  those  who  are  opposed  to  the 
missionary,  may  have  cause  for  gratitude  that,  to  inter¬ 
pret  the  modern  world,  the  native  has  relied  upon  the 
counsel  of  those  whose  guidebook  is  the  New  Testament 
and  whose  ideal  for  Africa,  as  for  the  world,  is  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  Christian  brotherhood  among  men. 
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•  Annual  Report 

To  the  Department  of  Epworth  League,  Board  of  Education, 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

By  Dr.  F.  H.  Butler, 

Secretary  Negro  Work 


The  year  has  been  one  of  increased  activity  and 
response  on  the  part  of  the  young  people  of  our 
group  in  this  phase  of  the  work.  The  tremendous 
importance  of  the  problem  of  youth  grows  no  less.  The 
advances  in  the  material  and  intellectual  make  necessary 
an  advance  in  the  spiritual.  Those  of  us  who  major  in 
soul  values  must  honestly  face  the  situation.  We  con¬ 
fess  our  own  inadequacy  to  the  task,  but  the  fountains 
of  wisdom  and  power  are  not  yet  exhausted,  and  we  must 
continue  to  tap  these  sources  and  like  the  Nazarene,  grow 
in  wisdom  and  strength. 

The  1926  Emphasis. — Our  emphasis  this  year  has  been 
the  missionary  and  stewardship  appeal.  The  result  has 
been  worth  while.  The  importance  of  stewardship  has 
been  vividly  presented.  This  is  the  basic  principle  that 
opens  the  way  to  genuine  missionary  endeavor.  In  all 
our  institutes  the  study  of  stewardship  has  been  one  of 
the  outstanding  features.  The  follow-up  work  back  home 
will  help  determine  the  results. 

Institutes. — This  phase  of  the  work  continues  to  grow. 
We  are  seeking  to  meet  the  problems  of  widely  scattered 
points  and  l^ig  distances  in  some  parts  of  the  territory. 
At  the  East  Tennessee  Conference  we  suggested  a  division 
of  the  territory  so  that  the  Pulaski  and  Bluefield  Dis¬ 
tricts  could  be  taken  care  of  by  the  Bluefield  Institute, 
and  the  Knoxville  and  Chattanooga  Districts  by  the 
Chattanooga  Institute,  usually  held  at  Cleveland,  Tenn. 
Heretofore  the  Lincoln  Conference  has  united  with  the 
Central  Missouri  Conference  at  Sedalia,  Mo.  This  year 
the  Lincoln  Conference  has  organized  the  Rooky  Moun¬ 
tain  Institute,  and  its  session  will  be  at  Manhattan,  Kan. 
Of  course,  Sedalia  will  continue  the  institute  center  of 
the  Central  Missouri  Conference. 

The  District  Epworth  League  Conventions  of  the 
South  Carolina  Conference  are  passing  through  the 
change  to  the  institute  form,  as  has  already  obtained  in 
Texas  Conferences.  There  will  be  some  fine  achieve¬ 
ments  in  this  line  to  report  later  on. 

In  the  Lexington  Conference,  our  Institute  Commis¬ 
sion  is  engaged  in  making  a  survey  of  the  situation  so 
as  to  know  the  definite  needs  of  the  Conference  territory 
and  locate  the  institutes  at  the  strategic  centers.  Leaders 
in  League  work  in  Florida  are  planning  an  institute  at 
the  Bethune-Cookman  College,  at  Daytona.  The  large 
increase  in  population  in  the  centers  of  this  State  make 
it  a  most  inviting  field. 

At  the  Gulfside  Assembly,  Waveland,  Miss.,  our  in¬ 
stitute  management  and  the  leaders  of  the  School  of  Re¬ 
ligious  Education  held  there,  have  worked  out  a  plan  of 
co-operation,  and  by  a  readjustment  of  dates,  those  who 
desire  the  benefits  of  both  the  School  of  Religious  Edu- 
^^ation  and  the  League  Institute,  may  come  to  Waveland, 
spend  two  weeks,  and  have  it. 

Our  Texas  Project. — The  advance  in  our  institute 
^ork  in  Texas  has  led  to  the  study  on  the  part  of  the 
Central  Office  of  some  definite  plan  of  closer  co-operation 


and  encouragement.  To  this  end  there  will  be  held  at 
Austin,  Texas,  at  Samuel  Huston  College,  a  regional 
meeting  of  institute  leaders.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  and  Dr. 
Holmes  plan  to  attend  this  meeting.  We  expect  in  this 
Conference  to  co-operate  with  the  local  leaders  in  working 
out  an  understanding  and  program  that  points  towards 
the  ideal,  and  yet  operates  on  the  basis  of  the  real.  What 
is  proposed  in  Texas,  later  on  may  be  carried  to  other 
sections. 

Life  Work. — The  Department  of  Institutes  and  Life 
Work  has  issued  a  small  pamphlet  on  “Life  Work  Oppor¬ 
tunities  for  Negro  Youth.”  We  are  informed  that  it  is 
the  first  pamphlet  of  its  kind  yet  issued.  It  has  met  with 
a  very  cordial  reception  in  uplift  circles  and  in  our 
schools,  and  has  been  commended  by  many  leaders  in  up¬ 
lift  vocations.  This  is  but  an  introduction  to  what  we 
would  like  to  see  given  out  as  information. 

Tangible  evidences  that  the  League  becomes  more  po¬ 
tential  as  a  factor  in  leadership  discovery  and  training 
continue  to  multiply.  Wrapped  up  in  the  experiences 
of  some  of  our  youth,  now  engaged  in  vocations  of  serv¬ 
ice,  and  of  others  in  school,  getting  ready  for  these  vo¬ 
cations,  are  stories  of  romance  that  make  a  fascinating 
appeal  to  those  interested  in  the  ventures  of  faith. 

Leagues  In  Our  Schools. — One  of  the  most  encourag¬ 
ing  features  of  the  work  is  the  activity  of  the  Leagues 
in  or  near  our  schools.  Not  long  ago  I  met  the  South 
Atlanta  Chapter.  This  church  is  almost  adjacent  to 
Clark  and  Gammon,  and  the  students  attend.  South  At¬ 
lanta  is  almost  wholly  a  colored  settlement.  The  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Chapter  is  a  Gammon  student.  A  survey 
of  the  South  Atlanta  community  has  been  made.  The 
League  accepts  the  challenge  to  take  its  share  of  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  meeting  the  needs  the  survey  revealed. 

At  Samuel  Huston  College,  in  Austin,  Texas,  there 
is  an  Oxford  Club  connected  with  the  League.  The  ob¬ 
ject  of  this  club  is  to  further  our  life-work  program.  The 
members  are  making  a  devout  study  of  vocational  guid¬ 
ance.  Some  of  them  have  already  felt  the  urgency  of 
the  call  to  whole-time  consecrated  service.  This  has  had 
fruitage.  I  was  informed  at  Gammon  Seminary  that  they 
were  getting  more  recruits  from  Samuel  Huston  than  from 
any  of  the  other  schools. 

We  cite  these  two  instances.  There  are  others.  In 
all  our  schools  there  is  a  sympathetic  attitude  toward 
the  League.  This  leadership  now  in  training  we  must 
cultivate.  Our  schools  will  lamentably  fail  in  their  high¬ 
est  practical  duty  if  they  neglect  to  inspire  with  moral 
and  spiritual  ardor  toward  the  high  and  sacred  tasks  of 
Christian  service. 

Junior  and  Intermediate  Work. — Another  encourag¬ 
ing  feature  is  the  growing  interest  and  advance  in  junior 
work.  The  classes  in  methods  for  Junior  League  super¬ 
intendents  have  been  very  largely  attended  in  all  our  in¬ 
stitutes.  Where  to  place  the  Junior  Church,  or  rather 
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to  what  organization  to  relate  it,  has  been  a  question  in 
some  places.  As  an  expressional  activity  in  which  the 
youngsters  learn  by  doing,  we  have  recommended  that  it 
be  related  to  the  Junior  League.  Wherever  this  has  ob¬ 
tained,  there  has  been  profit  both  to  the  League  and  the 
church. 

The  Intermediate  League  has  come  for  such  a  day 
as  this.  It  has  been  a  life  saver  in  many  instances  where 
groups  of  youngsters  passing  through  the  transition  of 
age  have  found  themselves  too  large  for  the  Junior  League 
and  little  at  home  in  the  senior  group.  This  new  age 
group  recognition  has  enabled  this  crowd  to  go  on  in 
League  work  and  at  the  same  time  keep  their  group  life 
intact.  It  has  helped  to  stem  the  tide  of  the  draft  from 
the  church  and  the  church  school  at  the  intermediate 
stage.  All  of  our  larger  churches  have  taken  advantage 
of  this,  and  many  of  our  new  charters  have  been  for  in¬ 
termediate  chapters. 

The  League  Approach. — The  need  of  this  Christian 
approach  to  the  young  life  of  this  group  division  is  an 
established  fact.  The  Negro  youth  is  fundamentally  re¬ 
ligious.  There  is  much  taking  place  now  to  shake  his 
faith.  Like  the  youth  of  other  groups,  he  is  on  trek. 
He  needs  the  urge  to  do  things  that  employ  his  powers 
of  initiative,  judgment,  and  management.  This  urge 
should  be  relate  to  the  appreciation,  adaptation,  and 
organization  of  the  spiritual.  The  League  offers  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  this  venture.  The  positive  and  forward 
looking  stand  of  our  own  church  on  interracial  relation¬ 
ships  has  had  a  wonderful  effect  and  has  helped  to  gather 
to  our  constituency  not  the  largest  following  in  num¬ 
bers,  but  a  very  potential  group  in  influence  on  the  life 
of  the  whole  race.  As  an  expressional  organization,  the 
League  approach  opens  the  door  to  discover  what  the 
Negro  youth  is  thinking,  what  are  his  aims,  and  which 
way  he  is  going.  In  many  outstanding  instances  we  find 


Christ  becoming  the  center  of  his  thought  life  and  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  join  the  army  of  Christian  crusaders  of  every  ^ 
age  and  color  who  will  forget  traditional  dislikes,  preju-  ^ 
dices,  and  inherited  hatreds  of  yesterday  and  stretch  for¬ 
ward  to  the  Christ  conception  of  human  brotherhood. 

Our  Arms. — An  institute  in  every  one  of  our  twenty 
colored  Conferences.  District  institutes  where  distances 
are  great  and  the  Conference  institute  is  impractical.  A 
closer  follow-up  method  for  our  life  service  work.  We  are 
undertaking  a  survey  of  the  field  by  Conferences  and  dis¬ 
tricts  that  we  may  cull  out  the  most  promising  material 
and  urge  upon  these  candidates  the  need  of  the  largest 
preparation  for  a  useful  career.  A  more  compact  district 
organization  as  our  working  unit  everywhere.  The  hold¬ 
ing  of  the  District  Epworth  League  Conventions  apart 
from  the  District  Conferences  wherever  possible,  so  as  to 
give  the  young  people  more  time  and  opportunity.  A 
larger  number  of  mid-winter  institutes  which  will  be  feed¬ 
ers  to  the  summer  institutes.  A  special  third  department 
program  for  city  work,  both  industrial  and  social  \  rural 
work  for  agricultural  sections  and  mining  and  lumber 
camp  sections  where  the  population  is  not  permanent. 

Field  Activities. — We  have  visited  nine  Annual  Confer-  . 
ences,  ten  institutes,  five  conventions,  and  filled  171  speak-  ^ 
ing  and  preaching  engagements,  besides  round-table  dis¬ 
cussions  and  committee  and  cabinet  meetings  local,  dis¬ 
trict,  and  Conference.  We  have  spent  twenty  days  in  the 
Atlanta  Area,  one  day  in  the  Buffalo  Area,  four  days  in 
the  Chicago  Area,  twenty  days  in  the  Chattanooga  Area, 
thirty-one  days  in  the  Covington  Area,  thirty-five  days 
in  the  New  Orleans  Area,  six  days  in  the  New  York  Area, 
twenty-seven  days  in  the  Philadelphia  Area,  fifteen  days 
in  the  Washington  Area. 

We  have  had  the  heartiest  co-operation  of  the  staff 
and  the  Central  Office  force  in  the  work  of  this  division, 
for  which  we  are  always  grateful. 


A  Prelude  to  the  Delaware  Annual 

Conference,  1927 

By  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Thompson 


The  sixty-fourth  session  of  the  Delaware  Confer¬ 
ence  will  be  held  at  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  opening  March  30. 
Precursory  notes  cannot  satisfy,  but  they  may  serve 
to  whet  the  appetite,  as  doth  a  dainty  “first  course”  pre¬ 
paring  one  for  a  meal.  A  prelude  aids  musical  zest, 
heightens  expectation,  focuses  attention,  orders  attitude. 

Of  course,  there  is  always  interest  (of  a  sort)  in  an 
Annual  Conference — lots  of  it.  But  a  synthetic  estimate, 
a  readiness  to  view  the  thing  as  a  whole,  disdaining  the 
narrowness  dictated  by  self-ends,  that  is  as  rare  as  straw¬ 
berries  in  winter  season.  Idealism,  fine  feelings  are  liable 
to  suffer  at  Conference  time.  It  need  not  be  so. 

If  this  gesture  in  the  direction  of  a  lofty  Conference 
spirit  may  cause  one  minister  here  and  there  to  deter¬ 
mine  to  be  rid  of  preoccupation  with  petty  gossip  during 
the  coming  Conference  session,  it  will  not  be  useless.  The 
laity,  conscious  of  their  increasing  influence  in  church 
government  and  Conference  affairs,  anticipative,  inquis¬ 
itive,  need  also  to  be  cautioned  about  busying  themselves 
with  whisperings  and  rumors  about  appointments  and  the 


like.  We  should  all  try  hard  to  apply  ourselves  to  the 
program  of  the  Conference  by  due  attendance,  bent  on 
being  helped,  edified  by  every  good  thing.  Remember, 
God  will  be  there,  seeking  to  bless  us.  May  we  ponder 
His  way. 

The  Presiding  Bishop. — Bishop  Luther  B.  Wilson,  of 
the  New  York  Area,  will  preside  at  the  coming  Confer¬ 
ence.  This  is  an  exceedingly  auspicious  feature.  Our 
own  resident  bishop,  the  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Berry,  D.D., 
LL.D.,  displays  his  usually  fine  discretion  in  this  fortu¬ 
nate  selection.  While  all  bishops  are  elected  to  the  epis¬ 
copal  office  in  view  of  their  learning,  piety,  and  executive 
ability,  we  are  glad,  in  this  case,  to  be  able  to  point  to 
a  special  capacity  which  indicates  the  fitness  of  the  man 
for  this  specific  undertaking. 

Bishop  Wilson  comes  to  us  with  an  erudition  graced  * 
by  a  cosmopolitan  spirit  derived  from  years  of  successfully 
administration  in  a  polyglot  area,  where  interracial  con-  v 
tacts  are  sharp  and  manifold.  He  has,  within  the  New 
York  East  Conference,  a  number  of  colored  churches,  su¬ 
pervised  on  a  parity  with  their  white  brethren  without 
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embarrassment.  The  new  St.  Marks  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  New  York  City,  recently  completed  at  a  cost  of 
$600,000,  is  the  consummate  expression  of  the  will  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  see  to  it  that  modern 
standards  are  maintained  for  its  Negro  constituency. 
Those  thriving  churches  of  the  Delaware  Conference 
which  are  found  in  Brooklyn  and  along  the  Hudson  are 
the  creation  of  a  Christian  fellowship  which  transcends 
racial  barriers.  The  migration  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
our  people  from  the  Southland  has  settled  within  the 
environs  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York  City.  Bishops 
Berry  and  Wilson  are  adroitly  co-operating  to  provide 
adequate  church  facilities  for  our  folk.  To-day  there 
are  more  Negro  members  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  than  in  any  other  predominantly  white  denom¬ 
ination.  Her  service  justifies  our  allegiance.  The  Board 
of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  has  spent  over 
$235,000  in  the  Delaware  Conference  during  the  past  six 
years.  Bishop  Wilson  will  note  with  glad  interest  our 
work  as  reported. 

The  Conference  Host. — Entertainment  at  Asbury 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Atlantic  City,  is  always  up 
to  date,  adequate,  gracious,  satisfying.  Among  his  de¬ 
voted  flock  moves  the  esteemed  shepherd.  Rev.  A.  L. 
Martin,  the  guiding  spirit,  serene,  smiling,  attentive  to  the 
least  request. 

Prue  greatness  is  attained  by  the  genius  of  hard 
work.  This  is  eminently  true  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Martin. 
His  career  is  an  argument  tremendously  favorable  to  a 
long-term  pastorate.  He  is  a  builder.  At  Cambridge, 
Md.,  where  he  was  pastor  for  twelve  years,  he  left  an 
eloquent  monument  in  Waugh  Chapel. 

In  1910  he  was  appointed  to  Atlantic  City,  with  the 
'fresh  glow  of  eager,  aggressive,  godly  manhood  upon  his 
face,  conscious  of  his  power  to  achieve.  His  presence 
in  that  city  was  electrical.  Suddenly  a  disheartened 
church  body  began  to  throb  anew  with  thrilling  hope. 


Within  three  brief  years  the  new  Asbury  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  was  complete.  Thenceforward  for  a  min¬ 
istry  of  seventeen  years  his  competent,  devout,  virile  lead¬ 
ership  has  earned  his  flock  to  the  peak  of  enviable  success. 
What  next  ? 

The  Conference. — We  shall  meet  in  the  awareness  of 
world-wide  Methodism.  In  our  outlook  we  shall  be  conti¬ 
nental  rather  than  local.  The  Delaware  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  signifies  far  more  than  the  meeting  of  167  pastors 
to  make  reports  and  receive  appointments.  It  is  a  great 
religious  conventicle  which  reflects  not  only  the  achieve¬ 
ment  and  aspiration  of  her  40,000  immediate  constitu¬ 
ents,  nor  does  it  merely  remind  us  that  there  are  350,000 
Negroes  in  the  parent  church ;  but  it  betokens  the  spirit 
of  John  Wesley,  who  said,  “I  desire  a  league  .  .  . 

with  every  follower  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Atlantic  City  will  not  regard  the  Delaware  Confer¬ 
ence  as  merely  another  meeting  of  colored  folk.  But  it 
will  crowd  our  sessions,  well  knowing  that  here  is  a  choice 
group  of  Methodists;  that  here  religious  statesmanship 
will  be  vocal;  that  here  buinesslike  and  methodical  pro¬ 
cedure  will  be  evidenced ;  that  here  will  be  found  the  triple 
mark  of  Christian'  intelligence,  culture,  and  piety  which 
sets  a  Methodist  Conference  far  beyond  any  mere  fra¬ 
ternal  convention.  It  is  God-breathed,  transcendent, 
spiritual  fellowship. 

Perilous  upheavals  in  industry,  in  civil  government, 
in  world  affairs  have  started  a  tremor  within  the  church. 
The  age  demands  that  the  church  show  her  faith  by  her 
works ;  that  the  Bride  of  Christ  array  herself  in  the  gar¬ 
ments  of  purity  and  praise.  It  is  imperative  that  we  be 
found  at  such  a  time  worthy  of  that  historical  veneration 
with  which  men  regard  the  church  as  the  oracle  of  the 
eternal  God. 

“Awhile  forget  your  doubts  and  fears. 

And  look  beyond  the  veil  of  tears 
To  that  Celestial  Hill.” 


Turning  the  World  Upside  Down 

By  L.  O.  Hartman,  Ph.D. 

Editor  Zion's  Herald 


WHO  has  not  heard  of  the  purpose  of  Russian 
Bolshevism?  It  has  been  widely  advertised  that 
the  Soviets  are  daily  planning  for  world  revolu¬ 
tion.  They  believe  that  in  no  other  way  can  social  jus¬ 
tice  be  achieved  and  the  brotherhood  of  man  become  a 
reality.  Those  who  have  studied  the  life  and  teachings 
of  Jesus  Christ  must  realize  that  the  Master  had  in  mind 
a  similar  objective — world  revolution.  But  there  is  a  vast 
difference  between  the  purpose  of  the  Bolsheviks  and  that 
of  the  Saviour  of  men.  The  Christian  world  revolution 
is  not  atheistic,  as  is  that  of  the  Communists.  It  does 
not  advocate  war  between  the  classes  and  the  masses,  as 
do  the  Russian  Socialists.  It  does  not  endorse  violence 
and  bloodshed.  Nevertheless,  the  eternal  hope  of  the 
Christian  movement  is  that  it  may  turn  the  world  upside 
^own  by  the  power  of  Christian  ideals  until  the  kingdom 
Pf  God  shall  be  set  up  everywhere. 

We  are  told  in  the  Scriptures  that  the  gospel  is  “the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation.”  Is  it  not  strange  that 
the  Greek  word  for  power  is  “dunamis,"  the  very  word 
from  which  our  word  “dynamite”  comes?  The  mission¬ 


aries  to  the  foreign  fields  through  the  years  have  been 
carrying  “dynamite”  to  China,  India,  and  the  islands  of 
the  sea.  For  the  ideas  that  they  preached,  though  seem- 
ingly  harmless  enough,  have  caused  tremendous  upheavals 
in  the  traditional  thinking  of  the  whole  Far  East,  and 
peoples  everywhere  are  beginning  to  awaken  to  the  funda¬ 
mental  significance  of  the  sayings  of  Jesus.  To-day  they 
are  asking  some  very  disconcerting  questions:  Is  Chris¬ 
tianity  primarily  a  system  of  doctrines  to  which  we  must 
give  intellectual  assent,  or  a  way  of  life  in  which  we  should 
walk?  Are  the  teachings  of  Jesus  to  be  obeyed  or  inter¬ 
preted  to  fit  the  desires  and  conveniences  of  present-day 
civilization?  Are  we  to  “feel  good”  or  “do  good”  in  order 
to  prove  our  right  to  the  profession  of  Christianity?  Did 
Christ  countenance  war?  Did  Christ  draw  the  color  line? 
In  an. issue  between  Christianity  and  the  state  are  we  to 
obey  God  or  man?  Should  “will  to  power”  and  “will  to 
love”  be  the  governing  motive  of  our  lives?  Is  trade  of 
more  importance  than  human  life?  Which  should  enlist 
the  greater  respect,  material  life  or  high  ideals? 

A  review  of  such  questions  as  these  will  cause  any 
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thoughtful  Christian  to  stop  and  think.  They  indicate 
a  widening  of  the  range  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  an 
extent  of  which  our  fathers  never  dreamed. 

These  queries  from  the  Far  Fast  serve  also  to  reveal 
the  new  task  that  confronts  representatives  of  the  cross. 
Their  work  must  no  longer  be  confined  simply  to  the 
saving  of  men  as  individuals.  They  must  address  them¬ 
selves  also  to  the  mighty  undertaking  of  changing  a  world 
order,  to  the  guidance  of  the  Christian  world  revolution. 
Never  in  all  the  history  of  Christianity  has  there 

Passing  of  Mrs. 

The  family  and  many  friends  of  the  late  Mrs.  W. 
E.  Mitchell  were  smitten  with  a  sore  calamity  when 
she  passed  to  her  great  reward  Saturday  morning, 
February  6,  1927,  at  12.30  o’clock.  Mrs.  Mitchell 
was  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Mitchell,  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Nashville  District,  Tennesseee  Confer¬ 
ence,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was  taken  ill 
just  four  days  before  the  end  came.  Two  of  Nashville’s 
best  physicians  attended  her  and  utilized  all  the  medical 
skill  possible,  but  their  wisdom  was  baffled;  unheralded, 
the  death  angel  came  and  spirited  her  soul  away. 

Telegrams  were  sent  to  all  sections  of  the  country 
announcing  her  death,  whereujion  many  loyal  friends  of 
the  deceased  and  family  turned  their  faces  toward  this 
city  in  which  she  lived  and  worked  for  the  upbuilding  of 
Grod’s  kingdom.  The  funeral  services  were  simple  yet 
beautiful.  Brief  eulogies  were  delivered  by  a  score  of 
distinguished  ministers.  Among  those  present  from  other 
cities  were  the  Rev.  N.  D.  Shamborguer  and  the  Rev. 
C.  K.  Brown,  of  Louisville  and  Chattanooga,  respectively ; 
our  own  Bishop  I.  B.  Scott,  and  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Lewis, 
each  of  whom  paid  a  glowing  tribute  to  the  deceased, 
setting  forth  the  spirit  of  the  noble  services  she  had  ren¬ 
dered  both  to  the  church  and  her  family. 

Many  telegrams,  resolutions,  and  letters  of  condolence 


been  such  a  crisis  as  we  have  in  this  hour.  With  Soviet 
Russia  coming  daily  to  a  more  complete  understanding  ^ 
with  Chinese  leaders,  with  Gandhi  teaching  and  preaching  f 
tbe  ethics  of  Jesus  Christ,  with  Japan  ambitious  for 
leadership  in  the  Far  East,  it  is  high  time  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  to  assert  its  leadership  as  never  before  since 
its  Master  was  born  in  Nazareth.  Unless  His  teachings 
can  be  made  vital,  not  only  will  the  church  fail  in  its 
great  objective,  but  all  nations  will  be  imperilled  and 
civilization  will  tremble  on  the  brink  of  world-wide  disaster. 

W.  E.  Mitchell 

were  read  from  all  portions  of  the  country,  expressing 
deep  regret  at  the  loss  of  this  generous  woman,  who  was 
loved,  not  only  by  h^r  immediate  family,  but  by  all  who 
knew  her,  and  containing  messages  of  cheer  and  comfort 
to  the  grief-stricken  family. 

The  large  choir,  intermingled  with  solos,  did  the  sing¬ 
ing  in  the  most  pleasing  and  satisfactory  manner.  The 
funeral  was  largely  attended,  with  many  friends  from 
neighboring  cities,  both  white  and  colored,  showing  the  ^ 
esteem  and  respect  in  which  she  was  held  by  her  many 
friends.  The  remains  were  conveyed  to  Greenwood  Cem¬ 
etery,  where  the  body  was  lowered  into  its  final  resting 
place.  A  noble  soldier  has  deserted  the  ranks  of  toilers, 
but  her  courageous  life  has  left  its  impress  upon  the 
world.  She  is  now  resting  with  her  loved  ones  who  have 
been  waiting  for  her  on  the  other  side,  where  sin  and 
sorrow  prevail  not,  but  peace  and  happiness  are  eternal. 

“Not  in  this  weary  world  of  ours 
Can  perfect  rest  be  found; 

Thoms  mingle  with  its  fairest  flowers, 

Even  on  cultured  ground. 

Earth’s  pilgrim  still  his  loins  must  gird 
To  seek  a  lot  more  blest. 

And  this  must  be  his  onward  word, 

‘In  heaven  alone  is  rest.’  ” 


Another  Soldier  Has  Fallen 


ON  January  22,  1927,  death  came  to  summon  from 
labor  to  reward  the  Rev.  James  T.  Moten,  a  vet¬ 
eran  minister  of  the  Washington  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Moten  was  bom  in  Cumberland  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  the  early  sixties.  He  attended  the  public  school 
of  his  birthplace,  but  feeling  the  call  to  the  ministry  and 
his  unpreparedness,  bought  books  and  further  studied  at 
home.  He  entered  the  Conference  when  he  was  nineteen, 
being  ordained  a  deacon  by  Bishop  W^airen,  and  two  years 
later  was  given  elder’s  orders  by  Bishop  Merrill.  Not 
being  satisfied  with  his  training,  he  sought  further  study 
in  Morgan  College  (then  Centenary  Biblical  Institute), 
and  carried  on  his  pastoral  work  at  the  same  time. 

He  was  married  when  a  very  young  man  to  Miss  Julia 
Brown.  To  this  union  came  ten  children,  five  of  whom 
preceded  him  to  eternity. 

For  more  than  forty  years  the  Rev.  Moten  gave  him¬ 
self  unreservedly  to  his  work,  serving  for  the  most  part 
small,  rural  charges.  In  the  spring  of  1923,  being  broken 
in  health,  he  retired  and  moved  to  Calvert  County,  Mary¬ 
land,  to  spend  the  balance  of  his  days  at  the  little  home 


he  and  his  wife  were  able  to  buy  out  of  their  small  earn¬ 
ings.  But  alas!  his  health  was  broken  beyond  repair. 
His  illness  was  long  and  severe,  but  not  until  he  had  suf¬ 
fered  more  than  four  years  did  he  gradually  yield  to  the 
inevitable  and  sank  to  rest. 

His  funeral  was  held  at  Mt.  Hope  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  January  26.  The  Rev.  Edgar  D.  Hall, 
his  pastor,  and  the  Rev.  Julius  S.  Carroll,  his  district 
superintendent,  delivered  the  principal  eulogies,  as  was 
his  request.  Other  ministers  who  were  present  and  took 
part  in  the  service  were  the  Revs.  C.  S.  Briggs,  E.  A. 
Love,  George  Booze,  L.  A.  Carter,  R.  R.  Roberson,  Elijah 
Ayers,  J.  H.  Matthews,  W.  E.  Williams,  and  Frank  Giles. 
He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  old  churchyard  by  the  Dunkirk 
Lodge,  No.  77,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  an  honored 

member. 

He  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  a  widow,  three  daughtersj 
two  sons,  and  many  friends.  Among  his  friends  who  de¬ 
serve  mentioning  for  their  very  tender  care  during  ma 
affliction  were  Mrs.  Edith  Barrett  and  Mr.  Comeliut 
Hicks.  “Servant  of  God,  well  done.”— Reporter. 
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MAKING  THE  WORLD  CHRISTIAN  C’t'UiTnto 

FIRST  QUARTER.  LESSON  XI.  MARCH  13  huston  < 


Scripture  Lesson— Matt.  28.  16-20;  Acts  16 
6-16. 

the  World, — There  are  conceiv¬ 
ably  two  ways  of  unifying  the  world  of  men. 
The  first  is  by  establishing  a  political  rule 
world-wide  in  its  scope.  At  different  times 
in  the  history  of  the  world  a  number  of 
statesmen  have  entertained  and  endeavored 
to  realise  such  a  hope.  That  is  said  to  have 
been  the  ambition  of  the  last  German  kaiser. 
But  the  mere  bimess  of  the  world,  if  nothing 
else,  would  make  such  a  rule  a  practical 
impossibility  unless  it  should  be  based  on 
voluntary  allegiance.  The  history  of  the 
world  has  seen  many  an  empire  grow  and 
dwindle  and  cease  to  be,  while  another  took 
its  place  and  repeated  the  same  history.  An¬ 
other  way  of  establishing  a  political  rule 
world-wide  in  its  scope  is  by  a  league  of  the 
nations  of  the  world.  Several  such  leagues 
liave  been  proposed  and  undertaken,  to  re- 

fpeat  tbe  history  of  world  empires.  The  pres¬ 
ent  league  is  yet  in  its  infancy  and  theoret¬ 
ically  may  prove  itself  an  exception  to  the 
rule.  The  second  way  is  by  establishing  a 
spiritual  rule  world-wide  in  its  scope.  A 
number  of  the  prophets  of  Israel  entertained 
the  hope  of  a  universal  religious  empire  with 
a  visible  central  authority  (cf.  Isa.  2.  2-4; 
Mic.  4.  1-3;  Psa.  86.  9,  etc.),  and  throughout 
the  Middle  Ages  the  Roman  Catholics  tried 
to  realize  it.  But  the  national  or  patriotic 
interests  of  men  make  such  an  empire  a  prac¬ 
tical  impossibility  for  long.  A  religious  unity 
of  mankind  based  upon  spiritual  persuasion 
and  voluntary  allegiance  is  a  desirability; 
and  if  the  religion  is  an  ideal  one  and  can 
succeed  as  no  religion  has  yet  done  in  get¬ 
ting  its  principles  followed  in  practical  life, 
it  would  be  a  greater  blessing  to  mankind 
than  any  political  union  based  upon  force. 
To-day  three  great  religions  are  competing 
for  world  control — Buddhism,  Mohammedan¬ 
ism — which  once,  like  Roman  Catholicism,  was 
ambitious  for  a  world  empire— and  Chris¬ 
tianity.  Of  these,  Christianity  is  most  de¬ 
serving  of  success,  as  its  success  would  mean 
a  greater  blessing  to  the  world  than  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  either  of  the  others— if  it  should  be 
the  Christianity  of  Jesus  rather  than  of  any 

•particular  nation.  And  Christianity  has  had 
the  most  rapid  progress  of  either  of  these  re¬ 
ligions.  In  point  of  origin  it  comes  about 
midway  between  Buddhism  and  Mohammed- 
danism,  but  has  more  members  than  both  of 
these  togfether. 

Conditions  Favoring  the  Spread  of  Early 
Christianity. — Saint  Paul  did  more  than  any 
other  and  all  others  of  the  early  Christians 
to  make  Christianity  a  world  religion.  It 
is  doubtful  if  another  Christian  can  be  named 
in  the  history  of  the  church  who  has  been 
more  successful  as  a  missionary  than  Paul. 
There  were  certain  conditions  favorable  to 
the  spread  of  Christianity  in  that  day  that 
do  not  obtain  to-day:  (1)  Wherever  the  gos¬ 
pel  was  taken  there  was  already  a  nucleus 
of  Jews  who  could  serve  as  a  point  of  con¬ 
tact  between  the  missionary  and  the  Gentiles. 
Sometimes  these  Jews  were  an  embarrass- 
ment;  but  their  very  embarrassment  tended  ' 
to  make  the  more  liberal  Christian  message  ' 
more  popular  among  the  liberal-minded  Gen-  * 
tiles.  The  racial  nucleus  which  the  present-  ! 
day  missionary  finds  on  the  foreign  field  is  * 
®Pt  to  make  his  religious  success  more  diffi-  * 
cult  because  of  their  keen  economic  interests  ' 
«nd  unchristian  practices.  (2)  The  mission-  ’ 
fields  of  the  early  church  were  parts  of  | 
■j^  Roman  Empire,  which  had  already  es-  J 
polished  a  sort  of  unity  among  the  peoples.  ^ 
missionaries  belonged  to  this  empire,  « 
«nd  therefore  national  prejudice  against  them  ® 
was  not  so  keenly  felt.  (3)  The  missionaries  * 
sad  no  political  interest  in  their  work — their 
wnole  interest  was  entirely  religious.  To-day  j 


the  hatred  or  prejudice  felt  for  a  missionary’s 
nation  is  easily  transferred  to  the  missionary 

i-o  be  suspected. 
(4)  There  was  a  general  religious  decay 
throughout  the  Roman  Empire,  due  in  part 
to  a  loss  of  national  lives  and  in  part  to  the 
progress  of  critical  philosophy.  In  this  decay 
Christianity  and  Judaism  were  the  only  two 
religions  which  offered  to  take  the  place  once 
occupied  in  the  people’s  lives  by  their  dyine 
religion.  Of  these,  the  Christianity  of  Paul 
was  the  most  aggressive  and  had  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  being  the  most  liberal  and  satis- 
•  X?'  other  aggressive  religions  are 

in  the  field.  And  wherein  there  is  any  ex¬ 
tensive  religious  dissatisfaction  on  foreign 
fields  th^e  present  type  of  Christianity  as 
practiced  by  Christian  nations  and  peoples 
seems  to  share  the  general  dissatisfaction  with 
the  other  religions.  Something  new  seems 
to  be  looked  for  again.  (6)  No  money  was 
needed  to  carry  on  the  missionary  efforts. 
Indeed,  the  foreign  work  was  then  more  of 
a  financial  asset  than  liability. 

Similar  Conditions  Then  and  Now. — One  of 
our  respectable  obstacles  or  embarrassments 
on  foreign  fields  to-day  is  doctrinal  divisions 
or  denominational  competition.  But  that  dis-- 
advantage  arose  also  in  the  early  church  and, 
but  for  the  wise  judgment  of  the  leaders, 
would  have  shut  Christianity  up  within  the 
confines  of  Judaism — it  would  have  been  but 
one  sect  of  Judaism.  Paul’s  work  was  em¬ 
barrassed  by  this  denominational'  competition. 
But  Judaistic  Christianity  was  not  engaged 
in  foreign  missionary  work— it  only  sought  to 
embarrass  the  liberal  Christianity  of  Paul  on 
the  foreign  fields. 

Missionary  Advantages  of  the  Modern 
Church. — ^The  most  outstanding  missionary 
advantage  we  have  to-day  is  that  which  comes 
from  accomplishments.  Starting  with  one 
person,  Jesus,  the  Christian  religion  has  won 
approximately  one  third  of  the  people  of  the 
world  as  communicants;  and  it  has  won  these 
from  among  practically  all  the  peoples  of  the 
world.  The  nations  that  lead  in  the  civiliza¬ 
tion  of  the  world  are  avowedly'  Christian. 
The  greater  part  of  the  wealth  of  the  world 
is  owned  by  Christians.  Christians  lead  the 
world  in  works  of  mercy,  charity,  altruism, 
and  general  social  uplift.  Men  who  are  look¬ 
ing  for  a  perfect  religion  perfectly  practiced 


by  all  its  people  may  wax  eloquent  over  the 
shortcomings  of  Christianity.  But  if  men 
look  for  the  blessings  which  it  has  been  to 
Spite  of  the  embarrassment 
which  many  of  its  people  have  been  to  it, 
thc^  will  find  sufficient  to  make  them  cn- 
thusiastic  in  their  missionary  appeal  to  non- 
Christian  peoples.  Our  advanta^s  are 
greater  than  those  of  the  early  church.  What 
about  our  interest? 

SAM  HUSTOK  COLLEGE. 

Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessoh  POE  StrxDAT,  Maecr  18,  1927 
"Oo  ye,  therefore” 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  great  commission  is  reaUy  the  an¬ 
nouncement  that  the  disciples  should  go  into 
all  the  world.  And  it  is  in  fulfillment  of  this 
that  every  missionary  is  sent  out.  It  is  in 
this  lesson  made  plain  that  it  is  not  with 
foolhardy  presumption,  but  with  authority, 
as  that  which  the  Father  .gave  the  Son,  for 
the  Son  is  back  of  every  true  missionary  with 
the  authority  of  the  throne  of  heaven.  He 
gives  the  all-suflBcient  promise,  “Lo,  I  am 
with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world.” 

We  cannot  claim  the  help  and  authority  of 
^sus  unless  we  go  in  His  name  to  represent 
Him  in  soul  saving.  The  trouble  with  the 
modern  church  is  there  is  not  enough  “go” 
in  the  program  of  the  church  and  the  life 
of  its  members.  We  may  beautify  our 
churches  and  provide  a  program  of  music 
and  preaching;  we  may  make  our  Sunday 
school  attractive  with  the  best  of  teachers, 
but  all  of  these  do  not  quite  fill  the  bill. 
We  are  to  go  or  send  to  the  pecqile  every¬ 
where,  “teaching  them  tp  observe  all  thiuM 
whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you.” 

The  Macedonian  cry  which  came  to  Paul 
is  not  strange  to  these  days.  Bishop  Clair 
reports  that  with  each  visit  to  Liberia  there 
IS  the  Macedonian  cry  from  numerous  tribes 
who  have  not  yet  had  a  teacher,  asking  that 
he  send  them  a  missionary  teacher  that  they 
may  learn  the  “God  Way.”  Other  mission- 
aries  tell  of  larger  fields  where  no  gospel 
message  has  gone.  The  hunger  in  these  fields 
IS  indescribable.  Jesus  says,  “Give  ye  them 
to  eat.”  Paul  heard  the  call  and  went  to 
Macedonia;  so  we  should  hear  and  go. 

Paul  found  ready  listeners  in  a  group  of 
women,  who  responded  not  only  with  accept¬ 
ing  the  gospel  message,  but  in  making  a  home 
for  the  missionary.  Some  of  the  warmest 
friendships  are  developed  where  the  true  mis¬ 
sionary  has  been  faithful  with  his  message 
and  the  happy  convert  is  ready  to  share  what¬ 
ever  temporal  good  they  have  in  return  for 
the  spiritual  good  which  the  missionary  has 
brought. 

OAMMOX  SEMIXABT. 


Epworth  League  Topic 


MARCH  13 


By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 
WHAT’S  MY  JOB. 5 

(Col.  3.  23,  24;  John  13.  3-16) 


Finding  TOUR  Job.  When  one  does  this 
he  has  achieved  a  big  thing.  A  great  many 
of  us  never  do  it.  We  find  o  job,  but  not 
our  job.  I  have  seen  people  trying  to  teach 
school  who  had  just  about  as  much  business 
at  it  as  a  blind  man  would  have  running  a 
locomotive  engine.  Some  folks  I  have  seen 
trying  the  law,  medicine,  and  the  ministry 
who  were  as  much  out  of  place  as  a  lion 
would  be  making  his  lair  in  one  hundred 
feet  of  water.  The  matter  of  v  finding  one’s 
job  requires  both  intelligence  and  honesty. 
Intelligence  to  properly  appraise  one’s  self 
and  honesty  to  abide  by  the  facts  which  the 
self-appraisal  discovers.  One  must  not  try 
to  “kid  himself,”  as  the  students  phrase  it. 

Find  It,  1)0  It.  Lots  of  us  have  found  our 
job,  but  are  asleep  on  it.  Instead  of  doing 


our  job,  we  are  watching  the  other  fellow. 
I  wonder  how  many  Leaguers,  during  the  past 
week,  have  criticized  the  pastor  for  some 
failure  in  connection  with  his  work.  You 
know  exactly  what  he  ought  to  do  to  make 
his  job  go  over;  you  can  explain  all  the 
reasons  underlying  his  failure.  You  have  all 
the  “dope”  when  it  comes  to  the  pastor’s  job. 
Let  me  ask,  Wbat  are  you  doing  with  your 
own  job?  Your  biggest  work  is  making  ex¬ 
cuses  for  your  failures.  You  can  give  forty- 
eleven  reasons  for  the  failures  connected  with 
your  work.  The  weather  is  against  you,  the 
people  do  not  appreciate  you,  etc.  I  know 
the  whole  line.  “Cut  out”  the  excuses;  roll 
up  your  sleeves,  spit  on  your  hands,  and  get 
on  the  job.  “Whatsoever  we  do,  do  it  heart¬ 
ily  as  unto  the  Lord.” 
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District  Activities 


District  Rounds 


FLORENCE  DISTRICT 

Second  Round — Mullins — Shiloh,  March  19, 
20;  Marion,  20,  21;  John  Wesley  (8.80  P.  M.), 
20;  Nesmith— St.  Paul,  26,  27;  Hemingway 
(8.80  P.  M.)— Mt.  Ceal,  27;  Latta— Andrew’s 
Chapel,  April  2,  8;  Springville— Sellers  (8.80 
P.  M.),  8;  Asbury  and  Bethel — Asbury,  9, 
10;  St.  Paul— St.  Michael  (8.80  P,  M.),  10; 
Salem  and  Wesley — Salem,  16,  17 ;  Cades 
Bethesda,  28,  24;  St.  Mary— Union  (8.80 
P.  M.),  24;  Timmonsville — Cartersville,  80, 
May  1;  St.  Luke— St.  Luke,  1;  Kingstree 
Ct.,  7,  8;  Kingstree  Station,  8,  9;  Lake  City 
—Beulah,  14,  16;  St.  John— St.  John  (8.80 
P  .M.),  16;  Mars  Bluff— Bowers  Chapel,  21, 
22;  Olanta — Pamplico  Mission  (8.80  P.  M.), 
22;  Florence,  29,  80. 

My  Dear  Brethren;  Having  finished  the 
first  round  for  this  Conference  year,  I  feel 
very  much  encouraged  with  the  future  out¬ 
look  of  the  work.  There  is  an  advance  in 
the  reports  of  the  pastors  over  last  year,  up 
to  this  date.  The  spirit  in  which  the  min¬ 
isters  and  laymen  have  taken  up  the  program 
of  the  church  is  very  gratifying.  We  must 
mhke  a  decided  advance  on  all  our  claims 
this  year.  Let  us  raise  half  of  our  World 
Service  on  Easter,  AprU  17.  Try  and  collect 
one  dollar  from  each  member.  The  bishop 
says  that  he  confidently  expects  that  we  raise 
as  much  or  more  than  last  Easter.  The  third 
Sunday  in  May  is  Endowment  Day  on  the 
Florence  District.  You  should  collect  one 
third  of  your  endowment  claims,  which  is  one 
dollar  per  member.  Some  of  the  pastors 
have  raised  their  episcopal  claims  in  full,  and 
others  pledge  to  collect  theirs  by  the  second 
Sunday  in  March.  Dr.  Oscar  P.  MUler  says 
the  Florence  District  has  only  raised  $17  of 
her  General  Conference  expenses.  We  must 
raise  that  claim  in  full.  Let  us  pray  God 
for  a  “spiritual  rebirth”  as  “Methodism’s 
primary  need.”  Let  us  “march  forward”  to 
our  “goal.”' — Yours  in  His  name,  the  Rev. 
R.  F.  Harrington,  Dist.  Dist. 


on  our  sixth  and  last  Easter  campaign  for 
benevolences  as  your  humble  servant  on  the 
Tuscaloosa  District.  I  am  depending  on 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  to  do  their  best. 
The  District  Council  agreed  to  make  a  26 
per  cent  advance  over  last  year’s  goal  as  a 
minimum  contribution  this  year.  We  must 
not  fail.  We  will  succeed  by  every  person 
doing  his  duty.  Remember  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate  and  the  Central  Alabeuna 
College  rally. — Your  servant,  R.  R.  Williams, 
Dist.  Supt. 


TUSCALOOSA  DISTRICT 
Second  Round — Mt.  Sterling  Ct.,  March  6, 
6;  Mantua  Ct.,  12,  18;  Union  Ct.,  19,  20; 
Tuscaloosa,  St.  Paul,  26,  27;  Eutaw  and 
Sprin^eld,  April  2,  8;  Akron  Ct.,  9,  10; 
Marion  Station,  28,  24;  Oak  Grove,  29-May 
1;  Newbern  and  Wathal,  April  80,  May  1; 
Bessemer  Station,  6-8;  Reeders,  7,  8;  Gaines¬ 
ville,  14,  16;  Clinton  Ct,  21,  22;  Buhl  and 
Gordo,  28,  29. 

Dear  Brethren  and  Co-workers:  We  are 


Quarterly  Conferences 


October  or  the  church  would  have  been  sold. 
Realizing  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  the 
Rev.  Haynes  and  his  loyal  members  and  ^ 
friends  began  immediately  to  formulate 
plans  by  which  this  oncoming  catastrophe  ^ 
could  be  avoided,  and  after  several  weeks 
of  untiring  effort  the  church  was  was  able 
to  realize  over  $1,800,  which  made  it  possible 
for  us  to  pay  the  judgment  and  to  pay  other 
debts  which  had  been  a  great  hindrance  to 
the  financial  and  spiritual  growth  of  our 
church.  To  Rev.  Haynes  is  due  much  of  the 
credit  for  this  successful  undertaking,  and 
we,  through  his  inspiring  presence,  have 
pledged  ourselves  to  liquidate  completely  the 
remaining  debt  of  $600  by  another  year. 
Thanks  to  the  church  for  such  a  leader  as 
the  Rev.  Haynes.— W.  M.  Reddlx,  Reporter. 


BRYAN,  TEXAS 


The  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
in  Lee  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
February  4-6,  with  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Robinson,  at  his  post. 
Miss  Pearlie  Ha3me8,  the  newly  elected  pian¬ 
ist,  presided  with  grace  and  dignity  at  the 
piano.  After  a  series  of  songs  and  prayers, 
and  a  few  preliminary  remarks  by  the  pastor, 
the  business  session  was  held.  The  quarter 
was  well  attended  and  everything  moved  on 
in  quite  a  progressive  way.  The  superin¬ 
tendent  preached  and  administered  the  sac¬ 
rament  to  a  large  and  appreciative  audience 
on  Sunday  night.  The  superintendent  was 
paid  in  full,  ^6.26;  raised  in  this  quarterly 
meeting,  $^.70  for  ministerial  support.  The 
auxiliaries  of  the  church  are  awaking  from 
their  winter’s  sleep.  .  The  Woman’s  Horae 
Missionary  Society  held  a  weekly  meeting 
.with  one  of  its  shut-ins.  After  a  series  of 
songs  and  prayers,  and  words  of  cheer  and 
consolation,  they  left  a  few  pounds  of  eat¬ 
ables  and  some  cash,  which  was  highly  ap¬ 
preciated. — Reporter. 


CLARKSBURG,  W.  VA. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
on  Thursday  evening,  January  27,  with  the 
Rev.  W.  H.  Dean,  D.D.,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  presiding.  The  reports  for  the  quar¬ 
ter  showed  that  $1,976  had  been  raised  for 
all  purposes  since  October  3,  1926.  But  the 
most  interesting  event  of  the  evening  was 
the  burning  by  Dr.  Dean  of  the  released 
judgment  of  A.  E.  Barns  against  the  trus¬ 
tees  of  Trinity  for  $767.43.  No  one  can  ap¬ 
preciate  the  importance  of  this  event  unless 
he  is  acquainted  with  the  conditions  that  led 
up  to  it.  When  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Haynes  took 
charge  of  our  pastorate,  he  found,  among 
other  obligations,  a  court  judgment  of 
$767.48,  which  had  to  be  paid  by  the  16th  of 


CONWAY,  ARK. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  Ebenezer 
Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
held  February  6,  7,  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Bryan, 
district  superintendent,  presiding.  This 
quarter  was  a  record  breaker,  both  spiritually 
and  financially.  Despite  the  illness  among 
4)ur  membership  and  our  main  officers,  their 
places  were  filled,  and  reports  rendered  by 
other  faithful  workers  were  good.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  preached  two  strong  ser¬ 
mons  Sunday.  The  Conference  expressed  its 
gratefulness  for  the  return  of  their  pastor. 
Rev.  M.  McCrosky,  under  whose  leadership 
we  are  putting  over  a  big  program.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  Rev.  J.  L.  Bryan,  is 
truly  a  great  man  with  a  great  program. — J 
Reporter.  ' 

DECATUR,  ALA. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  at 
King’s  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
January  28-30,  with  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Whit¬ 
field,  district  superintendent,  in  the  chair. 
All  reports  were  good.  Class  No.  1,  J.  B. 
Toney,  $12.60;  No.  2,  W.  Lipscomb,  $12.60; 
No.  3,  H.  J.  Banks,  $6.16;  No.  4,  J.  Perry, 
$4.20;  No.  6,  Mrs.  Johnson,  $8.10;  No.  6, 
Brother  Dotson,  ,$3.05;  total  raised,  $46.70; 
paid  the  district  superintendent,  $40. — J.  B. 
Toney,  Reporter. 


DECATUR,  ALA. 

King’s  Memorial  Church:  Sunday,  January 
30,  was  the  occasion  of  the  first  Quarterly 
Conference.  Notwithstanding  it  was  a  cold 
and  rainy  day,  we  had  a  very  appreciative 
attendance,  both  morning  and  night.  The 
Rev.  J.  W.  Whitfield,  district  superintendent, 
was  at  his  best  and  preached  two  very  ac¬ 
ceptable  sermons.  He  lectured  to  the  Sunday 
school  and  Epworth  League.  He  expressed 
himself  as  being  highly  pleased  with  the  work 
of  the  church,  and  complimented  the  work 
of  the  finance  committee  in  making  a  liberal 


The  Rev.  E.  M.  Dent,  a  progressive 
pastor  and  church  builder,  joined  tbe 
Washington  Conference  at  its  forty- 
eighth  session,  held  in  Jackson  Street  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Lynchburg,  Va., 
March  22,  1911.  His  first  appointment  was 
the  Brandywine  charge,  Maryland,  where  he 
built  the  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  second  year  he  was  there  he  led  his 
congregation  successfully  into  the  new  church. 
Asbury  is  one  among  the  best  rural  churches 
in  southern  Maryland.  While  on  this  charge 
he  wrote  a  petition  for  a  new  public-school 
building,  and  took  a  delegation  before  the 
school  board  of  Prince  George’s  County. 
The  board  granted  the  petition  and  a  modern 
school  building  in  the  center  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  which  was  at  least  three  miles  from 
any  school.  After  serving  acceptably  and 
successfully  here  for  there  years,  he  was  sent 
by  Bishop  Cranston  to  the  Middletown 
charge,  Frederick  County,  Maryland,  where 
he  served  two  years.  While  there  he  rebuilt 
the  church  on  Braddock  Heights,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  two  years  he  was  sent  to  the 
Charlotte  Hall  charge,  Maryland,  where  he  is 
said  to  have  exceeded  any  pastor  ever  sent 
there  in  point  of  service,  serving  success¬ 
fully  for  six  years.  While  serving  this  charge 
he  remodeled  Mt.  Calvary,  at  Charlotte  Hall, 
and  Galilee,  at  Oakville.  After  six  years  of 
acceptable  and  successful  service  on  this 
charge,  he  was  sent  by  Bishop  McDowell 


to  the  Nottingham  and  Croom  charge,  Mary¬ 
land.  He  found  a  debt  on  the  property,  which 
the  congregation  had  attempted  the  buy  but 
had  never  been  successful  in  securing  it. 
During  the  two  years  at  this  place  he  was 
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successful  in  paying  off  the  old  debt,  lifting 
the  mortgage,  and  uniting  the  congregation 
on  building  a  parsonage.  At  the  end  of 
two  years  he  was  sent  by  Bishop  McDowell 
to  Covington,  Va.,  the  present  charge,  in 
1923. 


He  has  built  a  new  St.  John’s  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  cement  blocks,  which 
is  a  credit  to  Methodism  and  the  town  of 
Covington,  also  to  the  congregation  and  pas¬ 
tor.  They  entered  the  new  St.  John’s  Church 
Sunday,  January  9,  1927,  with  a  splendid 
program.  At  11  A.  M.  a  sermon  was  deliv¬ 
er^  by  the  pastor,  bidding  farewell  to  the 
old  church.  At  2.30  P.  M.  the  opening  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Brown, 
our  pastor  at  Ronceverte,  W.  Va.;  at  8  P.  M., 
the  closing  sermon  by  the  pastor;  Monday 
night,  8  o’clock,  sermon  by  the  Rev.  E.  D. 
Wilson,  pastor  of  Olive  Baptist  Church; 
Tuesday  night,  sermon  by  the  Rev.  C.  G. 
Cahblc,  pastor  of  the  Pine  Street  Baptist 
Church;  Wednesday  night,  sermon  by  the 
Rev.  C.  W.  Ingram,  pastor  of  the  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church;  Thursday  night,  sermon  by  the 
Rev.  Arthur  Lazenby,  pastor  of  the  Fi^rst 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  white;  Friday 
night,  sermon  by  the  Rev.  J.  Herbert 
pastor  of  the  Granberry  Memorial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South;  closing  with  a 
four-corner  rally  Sunday  night,  January  16. 
The  fourth  year  bids  fare  to  be  the  be« 
year.  No  cause  will  fall  behind  previoi|| 
years.  The  people  follow  willingly  and  bW 
lieve  in  their  leader.  The  building  will  cort 
when  properly  seated,  about  $10,000.  The 
little  congregation  is  happy  and  is  singing. 
“Praise  God,  from  Whom  All  Blessing* 
Flow.” — Reporter. 
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budget  for  the  benevolences  and  current  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  church.  A  budget  of  $2,47/5 

®was  adopted.  The  Epworth  League,  under 
the  leadership  of  Miss  Lillian  Hallas,  presi¬ 
dent,  and  Mrs.  Dora  E.  Wallace  as  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Junior  League,  made  fine 
reports  of  work  done.  The  chapter  has  begun 
a  six-weeks’  mission  study,  using  “The  Ad¬ 
vancing  Church”  as  the  textbook.  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Picket  is  the  teacher  or  leader.  The  Sunday 
school  is  thriving  as  never  before;  the  at¬ 
tendance  has  almost  doubled  since  Mrs.  Lena 
D.  Collins  was  made  superintendent.  We 
have  the  school  organised  from  the  bottom 
to  the  top,  with  every  department  function- 
ing.  The  adult  Bible  class  meets  every 
Thursday  night  for  its  weekly  study  of  the 
Sunday-school  lesson,  and  on  Sunday  with 
the  church  school.  The  Sunday  school  has 
begun  a  six-weeks’  church  training  night,  un¬ 
der  the  auspices  of  the  adult  Bible  class. 
The  Ladies’  Aid  made  a  glowing  report  of 
work  done  since  Conference.  They  have  paid 
$30  on  their  $126  pulpit  carpet.  Mrs.  Ida 
Bowen  is  the  aggressive  president.  We  raised 
$44.70  Sunday  of  the  quarter,  and  paid  the 
superintendent  in  full  and  $4  on  Area  Council 
expense  for  1927.  We  have  adopted  the  plan 
of  making  a  partial  payment  every  quarter 
so  as  to  have  the  apportionment  paid  in  full 
by  the  time  the  District  Conference  meets. 
The  Sunday  school  has  raised  $5.84  on  World 
Service  apportionment,  and  pledges  to  raise 
one  eighth  of  the  amount  apportioned  to  this 
charge.  We  are  endeavoring  to  interest  every 

»  officer  of  the  church  in  our  ofBcial  paper, 
the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  We 
hope  to  have  each  one  on  the  suscription  list 
before  the  meeting  of  the  District  Conference. 
— The  Rev.  J.  N.  Wallace,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Lena 
D.  Collins,  Reporter. 

DURANT,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  John 
Wesley’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
called  to  order  Friday,  January  28,  at  7.30 
P.  M.,  with  the  new  district  superintendent, 
the  Rev.  C.  V.  Heffner,  in  the  chair.  He 
was  introduced  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  R.  B. 
Adams.  After  brief  remarks  by  the  district 
superintendent  pertaining  to  World  Service 
and  other  benevolent  causes,  the  roll  was 
called  and  seventeen  officers  were  present. 
The  pastor’s  report  was  rendered  and 
adopted;  the  leaders’  reports  were  made. 
They  reported  $8,  and  had  paid  the  pastor 
$16.30  on  salary  for  the  year.  The  pastor’s 
salary  was  fixed  in  the  last  quarter  of  last 
year  at  $800;  district  superintendent,  $20  each 
quarter;  World  Service,  $200.  Our  Easter 
budget  amounts  to  $1,000  to  be  laid  on  the 
table  April  17.  The  district  superintendent 
preached  two  great  sermons.  The  Lord’s 
^Supper  was  administered  to  fifty  or  more  per- 
•ons.  The  superintendent  was  paid  in  full, 
Vl20;  total  raised  in  the  quarter,  $28.40.  The 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Talbert  worshiped  with 
us  at  night;  also  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Hunt. 
After  the  Quarterly  Conference,  at  8.30  P.  M., 
the  good  sisters,  led  by  Mary  Love,  F.  Har¬ 
rington,  G.  Harris,  R.  Stingley,  M.  McLyon,  , 
and  Ann  Sample,  came  forward  with  many 
good  things,  and  gave  a  reception  in  honor 
of  the  returned  pastor  and  the  newly  ap-  i 
pointed  superintendent.  Among  those  pres-  i 
ent  were  the  Revs.  O.  W.  Crump,  J.  H. 
Gaston,  G.  W.  Hunt,  G.  W.  Williams,  and 
h  L.  C.  Robtnson,  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Church.  Each  one  made  a 
splendid  talk.  Prof.  G.  W.  Williams,  of 
Ourant  high  school,  made  the  welcome  ad- 
are.ss;  the  pastor  and  district  superintendent  J 
responded.  Solo  by  Mrs.  C.  A.  Williams,  n 
With  Mrs.  N.  Rooney  at  the  piano.  We  are  „ 
glad  to  have  so  many  out  to  welcome  our  i 
pastor  back. — Mary  Love,  Reporter.  n 


have  been  planned,  and  great  accomplish¬ 
ments  must  be  ours.— The  Rev.  H.  O.  Mc- 
Cutchin,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Millie  Walker,  Re¬ 
porter. 

JASPER,  TEXAS 

We  thank  the  Texas  Conference  and  Bishop 
R.  E.  Jones  for  sending  back  tq  us  Dr.  J.  W. 
GUder  as  district  superintendent  for  another 
year.  The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was 
held  at  Pine  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
January  8,  9.  On  Sunday  at  11  A.  M.  the 
Rev.  Gilder  spoke  to  a  large  congregation 
from  the  text,  St.  Matt.  6.  6-8.  Total  amount 
raised  for  the  day  was  $76;  paid  the  Rev. 
Gilder  in  full,  $36.  May  God  bless  this  good 
man.  Our  pastor.  Rev.  W.  L.  Sonier,  a  young 
man,  who  has  been  on  the  ground  only  two 
months,  is  putting  over  the  job  and  is  on  the 
job. — Jim  Brown,  Reporter. 

LAGRANGE,  GA. 

The  Rev.  J.  B.  Maddux,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  LaGrange  District,  held  his 
first  Quarterly  Conference  at  Leete  Hill 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Friday  night, 
January  28.  The  Rev.  A.  H.  Jamerson,  the 
very  energetic  pastor,  with  his  faithful  flock, 
is  bringing  things  to  pass.  The  Friday-night 
session  of  the  Conference  was  well  attended 
and  splendid  reports  were  brought  in  from 
class  leaders  and  every  auxiliary  of  the 
church.  The  district  superintendent  was  paid 
in  full,  and,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  session, 
spoke  very  complimentary  of  the  work  being 
done  by  the  pastor  and  his  loyal  member¬ 
ship.  The  Sunday  services  were  unusually 
interesting.  The  Sunday  school,  which  met 
at  nine  o’clock,  was  largely  attended.  Mr. 
William  Bankston  is  the  superintendent.  At 
10  A.  M.,  love  feast  was  conducted  by  Mr. 
A.  L.  Boone  and  Mr.  William  Kendall.  The 
district  superintendent  preached  at  11  o’clock 
from  John  13.  86,  “By  this  shall  all  men 
know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  we  have 
love  one  to  another.”  The  Epworth  League, 
which  met  at  6  o’clock,  was  led  by  Mr.  Byrd 
and  Mrs.  Ogletree.  “Christianity  In  a  New 
World”  was  the  topic  for  discussion,  in  which 
a  large  numbed  participated,  and  many 
thoughts  of  Interest  were  brought  out.  The 
culmination  of  the  day’s  service  was  the 
preaching  of  another  wonderful  sermon  by 
the  district  superintendent,  at  the  conclusion 
of  which  four  members  were  added  to  the 
church.  ^  Leete  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  with 
greater  prospects  for  the  future.  With  the 
continued  unselfish  support  of  the  member¬ 
ship,  the  pastor  will  remain  in  the  front 
ranks. — James  Thomas,  Reporter. 


The  School  which  is  in 
your  Church 


an  amp/e  supply  of  The  Church 
&hool  Journal  and  The  Elementary 
Maguine  for  its  teachers.  Each  of  these 
essential  helps  is  issued  monthly  at  90c.  a 
yew,  zjc.  a  quarter  in  clubs.  Single  sub¬ 
scriptions,  $1-00.  For  samples  adwess 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chicaao  Boston  Dstroit  PitUburgh 
Kansas  City  San  Francisco  Portland,  Ors. 


FLORESVILLE,  TEXAS 
Friday,  January  21,  our  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  Rev.  K.  W.  McMillan,  held  his 
nest  Quarterly  Conference,  and  left  Saturday 
^^rning  for  Runge,  Texas,  to  hold  his  quarter 
Mere,  which  was  a  success.  He  returned  to 
^oresville  Sunday  afternoon,  and  preached 

•  soul-stlrrring  sermon  Sunday  night  from 
we  47th  Psalm;  subject,  “My  presence  shall 

With  thee.”  Every  heart  was  touched  with 
w  Holy  Spirit.  Total  amount  raised  in  the 

•  ^^ter  was  $20.26.  Already  great  things 


LEXINGTON,  MO.  , 

Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
January  22,  23,  with  the  Rev.  Edward  W. 
Hannah,  district  superintendent,  presiding. 
The  oflicers  were  present  with  good  reports. 
The  Rev.  E.  W.  Hannah  preached  at  11  A.  M., 
to  the  edification  of  all  present,  and  at  3  P.  M. 
we  listened  to  a  great  lecture  on  Africa  by 
the  Rev.  Malex,  who  had  spent  a  decade  in 
Central  Africa.  At  8  P.  M.  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  delivered  another  stirring  ser¬ 
mon,  which  we  will  not  soon  forget.  While 
here  the  Rev.  Hannah  was  royally  entertained 
in  the  beautiful  modern  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  W.  Robinson. — H.  G.  Reeves,  Pastor; 
R.  C.  Oliver,  Secretary. 

LEXINGTON,  TENN. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
January  29,  30,  with  our  beloved  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  Rev.  J.  O.  Dixon,  in  the  chair. 
The  Rev.  Dixon,  as  he  always  is,  was  wide¬ 
awake  along  all  lines  of  the  church  work. 
He  seemed  very  much  pleased  with  the  work. 
The  parsonage  has  been  nicely  repaired  and 
the  pastor  and  family  are  comfortably  at 
home.  On  Saturday,  January  29,  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  the  Quarterly  Conference  was  held ; 
most  of  the  officers  were  present  with  splendid 
reports,  which  showed  marked  improvement 
along  all  lines.  The  district  superintendent 
expressed  himself  as  being  well  pleased  with 
the  condition  of  the  work.  After  the  business 
session.  Dr.  Dixon  placed  much  stress  upon 
the  following  objectives:  Soul-winning  for 
Jesus,  World  Service,  Gulfside,  Area  Council, 
and  Southwestern.  On  Sunday,  January  30, 
Dr.  Dixon  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon. 


to  the  delight  of  many  hearers.  The  text 
was  taken  from  Matt.  6.  13.  Monday  night, 
Janua^  31,  marked  a  very  pleasant  surprise, 
P’’-  Crenshaw,  district  superin- 

District,  en  route  to  one 
** -iu  points,  stopped  over  and  was, 

with  Dr.  Dixon,  the  distinguished  guest  of 
the  pastor  and  wife,  and  in  spite  of  the  down¬ 
pour  of  rain,  the  evening  was  a  pleasant 
occasion.  Dr.  Crenshaw  is  always  welcome; 
come  again.  Without  a  doubt,  the  district 
superintendent  thinks  the  Lexington  charge 
IS  going  to  pick  up  along  all  lines  under  the 
pastorate  of  their  new  pastor.  Rev.  T.  B. 
Blackman,  who  i.s  making  every  effort  to 
put  over  every  program  of.  the  church.  We 
are  very  grateful  to  the  bishop  for  sending 

this  godly  man  and  his  good  wife  to  us. _ 

Miss  L.  M.  Parker,  Reporter. 

LIVINGSTON,  TEXAS 

On  January  29,  30  our  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  at  St.  Luke  Church,  Liv¬ 
ingston,  at  2.30  P.  M.  Dr,  J.  W.  GUder 
our  most  efficient  district  superintendent,  pre¬ 
sided,  with  a  goodly  number  of  the  officers 
present  with  good  reports.  The  pastor’s  re- 
port  showed  a  mark  of  progress  along  all 
hnea  Some  very  pleasing  remarks  were  made 
by  Dr.  Gilder  in  regard  to  the  bright  outlook 
for  this  work  under  the  splendid  leadership 
of  our  pastor.  Rev.  E.  W.  Summers,  and  his 
beloved  wife.  She  is  truly  a  great  woman  in 
our  midst.  The  quarter  was  paid  in  full,  $40. 
A  splendid  Sunday  school  was  held  on  Sun¬ 
day,  with  a  collection  of  $3.61.  The  district 
superintendent  preached  a  noble  sermon  at 
11.30  A.  M.  His  text  was  taken  from  2  Cor. 
12.  20.  Collection  taken  amounted  to  $7.06. 
At  12.30  the  funeral  of  Bro.  Dan  Gardner, 
aged  ninety-two,  was  conducted  by  the  pas¬ 
tor.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of 
St.  Luke  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  At 
4  P.  M.  the  Epworth  League  and  Baptist 
Young  People’s  Union  met  in  union  service 
with  St.  Luke;  collection,  $2.  At  7.30  P.  M. 
the  pastor  preached  from  Matt.  17.  7.  One 
young  man  united  with  the  church.  Col¬ 
lection,  $4.13.  Two  children  were  baptised. 
We  raised  for  World  Service,  $12.60;  Wiley 
claims,  $4.76;  total  report  for  the  quarter, 
*74.12.— Mrs.  Augusta  H.  Daniel,  Reporter. 
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LLANO,  TEXAS 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
by  our  district  superintendent,  Dr.  S.  E. 
Blacknell.  We  paid  our  claim  in  full,  $23, 
also  gave  our  pastor  $14;  total  for  the  day, 
$37.  We  have  just  purchased  a  parsonage, 
into  which  our  pastor  will  move  in  a  few 
days.  We  are  planning  to  do  a  great  work 
this  year. — Elner  Jackson,  Reporter. 


was  paid  in  full.  We  are  looking  forward 
fn  n  vear’.s  work  under  the  leadership 


MALTA  BEND,  MO. 


The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Crutchfield  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
February  12,  13.  The  Rev.  E.  W.  Hannah, 
district  superintendent,  presided.  After  de¬ 
votional  exercises,  the  Conference  was  opened 
for  business.  All  officers  were  present  and 
reported  with  an,  increase  along  all  lines. 
The  district  superintendent  expressed  himself 
as  being  proud  of  the  work  that  had  been 
done  under  the  leadership  of  the  pastor.  We 
have  had  a  great  revival,  with  eighteen  con¬ 
versions.  Sunday  the  district  superintendent 
was  at  his  best  and  preached  three  soul¬ 
stirring  sermons.  One  united  with  the  church. 
The  church  has  taken  on  new  life.  Six  were 
baptised.  The  superintendent  was  paid  in 
fufi.  To  the  surprise  of  the  pastor,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Florence  presented  a  complete  sani¬ 
tary  communion  set  to  the  church,  which  was 
dedficated  by  the  superintendent. — ^The  Rev. 
W.  D.  Rivers,  Reporter. 


to  a  great  year’s  work  under  the  leadership 
of  our  new  pastor.  Rev.  H.  J.  McLin,  who 
is  lining  up  in  a  satisfactory  way.  We  have 
a  splendid  Sunday  school.  At  11  A.  M.  the 
Rea.  Wright  preached  an  able  sermon,  and 
again  at  the  afternoon  and  evening  services. 
Commimion  was  administered  to  about  twenty 
members.  The  district  superintendent  was 
well  pleased  with  the  way  the  pastor  and 
members  have  lined  up  together,  which  means 
a  great  year  for  us.  We  expect  to  have  our 
World  Service  raised  by  Easter.  We  are 
determined  to  put  over  the  program  for  God 
and  the  church. — Edna  Lawson,  Reporter. 


MOUNTAIN  CITY,  TENN. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
January  8,  .9,  the  Rev.  F.  D.  Johnson,  the 
newly  appointed  district  superintendent,  pre¬ 
siding.  We  had  an  entertainment  Saturday 
night,  in  which  we  raised  $10.  We  paid  the 
superintendent  in  full,  $20.  On  Sunday  the 
Rev.  Johnson  preached  an  able  sermon,  which 
was  enjoyed  by  all.  The  Ladies’  Aid  Society 
gave  a  sock  party,  from  which  they  raised 
$19.75.  This  society  is  doing  a  ^eat  work 
under  the  leadership  of  the  president,  Mrs. 
Baker.  The  church  is  progressing  wonder¬ 
fully  under  the  leadership  of  the  pastor.  Rev. 
N.  D.  Smith.  He  has  been  here  four  years, 
and  the  people  of  Mountain  City  want  him 
to  stay  four  more  years.  The  pastor  and 
wife  are  both  teachers  in  the  day  school  and 
are  loved  by  all. — Miss  Daisy  Reeves,  Re¬ 
porter. 

SCHRIVER,  LA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  Magnolia 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held  on 
February  6.  The  Rev.  H.  Daniels,  district 
superintendent,  presided.  The  Conference 
was  well  attended  .and  each  officer  was  pres¬ 
ent  with  his  report.  The  district  superin¬ 
tendent  was  well  pleased  with  the  work  that 
is  being  done.  He  was  paid  in  full,  $10. 
We  are  always  glad  to  have  the  Rev.  Daniels 
with  us.  He  preached  a  soul-stirring  ser¬ 
mon  from  Matt.  3.  11.  The  Rev.  T.  A. 
Hampton  was  with  us  also.  We  wish  to 
thank  the  men  who  gave  a  rally  and  raised 
$17.86,  January  20,  led  by  Messrs.  B.  Morris, 
T.  Stripling,  C.  Jules.  We  pray  God’s  bless¬ 
ing  on  them.  The  pastor  and  wife  wish 
to  thank  the  members  and  friends  for  sev¬ 
enty-five  pounds  of  choice  grtwerics.  The 
party  was  led  by  Sisters  P.  Smith,  L.  Byrd, 
K.  Lives,  P.  Frances,  B.  Gredly,  E.  Hoff¬ 
man,  M.  Stripling,  Bro.  A.  Randell.  We 
pray  God’s  blessing  upon  these  good  people. 
—The  Rev.  Jefferson  Welton,  Pastor;  A. 
Rounds,  Reporter. 


VAIDEN,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Vaiden  circuit  was  held  at  Midway  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  February  6,  6.  The  Rev. 

D.  Green,  the  district  superintendent,  was 
present.  After  the  sisters  had  served  a  de¬ 
licious  dinner,  the  district  superintendent 
opened  the  Conference.  The  pastor.  Rev. 

E.  H.  Holmes,  read  the  37th  Psalm.  Dr. 
Green  spoke  very  forcibly  on  the  program 
of  the  church,  and  impressed  upon  our  minds 
the  fact  that  the  World  Service  money 
should  be  raised  on  Easter.  Most  of  the 
officers  were  present.  In  spite  of  the  in¬ 
clement  weather,  we  raised  $50.16  this  quar¬ 
ter.  We  tender  our  heartfelt  thanks  to 
Bishop  Jones  for  sending  us  these  good  men 
to  lead  our  forces  for  another  year;  the  Rev. 
D.  Green,  district  superintendent,  and  the 
Rev.  E.  H.  Holmes,  pastor.  Under  their 
leadership  we  will  know  no  failure.  The  pas¬ 
tor  has  organized  his  forces  for  the  four 
great  Methodist  months;  with  God  to  help 
us,  we  intend  to  go  over  the  top.  Pray  for 
our  success. — P.  H.  Blackmon,  Reporter. 


Oquin,  Mrs.  Amelia  Arrow,  Mrs.  Louise  Ew¬ 
ings,  Mrs.  Francis  Alexander,  Mrs.  Alic' 
Nicholas,  Mrs.  Effie  Brown,  Mrs.  Beula 
Smith,  and  Mrs.  Emily  Wethers.  Too  muc  i 
praise  cannot  be  given  these  good  ladies  fo 
their  faithful  service.  Jeanerette  has  one  o 
the  best  choirs  on  the  district. 

The  next  meeting  will  convene  at  Washing 
ton,  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Augustus,  pastor.  The 
district  officers  will  be  installed  by  the  distric 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton,  at 
this  meeting,  March  16,  1927.  All  pastors 
are  requested  to  be  present. — ^The  Rev.  W.  H. 
Jones,  President;  the  Rev.  H.  L.  Clark,  Sec¬ 
retary;  the  Rev.  L.  H.  Smith,  Assistant  Sec¬ 
retary-Reporter. 


SAN  ANGELO  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


District  Conferences  and 
Conventions 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  PREACH¬ 
ERS  MEET 


TANNER,  ALA. 

Oakland  Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  The 
Rev.  J.  W.  Whitfield,  district  superintendent, 
held  his  first  Quarterly  Conference  here  Janu¬ 
ary  23,  and  preached  a  wonderful  sermon. 
He  administered  the  Lord’s  Supper  to  sev¬ 
enty-five  persons.  We  raised  on  that  day 
$60.90.  Our  Sunday  school  is  making  won¬ 
derful  progress,  and  the  entire  church  has 
taken  on  new  life. — The  Rev.  V.  D.  Oatman, 
Pastor;  John  Perry,  Reporter. 


TROY,  ALA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
February  4-6  at  Troy  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  with  the  Rev.  P.  P.  Wright,  district 
superintendent,  presiding.  The  reports 
showed  the  church  had  taken  on  new  life 
along  all  lines.  The  district  superintendent 


The  preachers  of  the  Lake  Charles  District 
met  in  regular  session  at  Jeanerette,  La., 
February  16.  1927.  The  Rev.  T.  B.  Cooper 
is  the  popular  and  efficient  pastor  here.  He 
had  things  well  in  hand  for  this  occasion, 
and  was  ably  assisted  by  the  Revs.  D.  L. 
Palmer,  M.  L.  Landrum,  and  R.  E.  Stanton, 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  following  pastors  were  present  and 
made  favorable  reports  on  their  work:  The 
Revs.  W.  H.  Jones,  L.  H.  Smith,  J.  A. 
Landry,  T.  B.  Cooper,  P.  M.  Jones,  Frank 
Alridge,  N.  L.  Baptiste,  G.  J.  Rodgers.  The 
Rev.  Samuel  Green  was  present  but,  owing 
to  illness,  was  'excused.  “Father”  Travis 
Larkin  was  present  and  made  a  very  helpful 
address  to  the  younger  men,  and  so  did  the 
Rev.  G.  J.  Rodgers. 

All  pastors  present  were  very  optimistic 
about  World  Service.  The  Rev.  W.  J.  Hamp¬ 
ton,  district  superintendent,  is  all  smiles  be¬ 
cause  the  men  are  so  optimistic,  and  the  Rev. 
T.  H.  Hayes  has  gone  over  the  top  at  Welch 
and  has  lumber  on  the  ground  to  build  a 
new  church.  The  Rev.  Lemons,  at  Teche, 
has  added  over  forty  converts  to  his  church. 
“Father”  G.  J.  Rodgers  will  have  his  World 
Service  quota  in  full  on  or  before  March 
31  at  Patoutville. 

A  collection  was  taken  for  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Green,  as  follows:  Lake  Charles,  the  Rev. 
J.  E.  Rolax,  $2;  Olivia,  the  Rev.  N.  L.  Bap¬ 
tiste,  70  cents;  Opelousas,  the  Rev.  L.  H. 
Smith,  $6 ;  Jeanerette,  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Cooper, 
.$2;  other  collections,  $2.36 — total,  $13.06. 

The  Baptist  pastors  pledged  themselves  to 
stand  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cooper  in  raising  his 
full  quota  for  World  Service.  These  brothers 
took  part  in  the  various  discussions. 

The  welcome  address  on  behalf  of  St.  Paul 
jdethodist  Episcopal  Church  was  delivered  by 
Mrs.  Amelia  Wilson;  on  behalf  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  by  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Palmer.  Re¬ 
sponse  by  the  Rev.  N.  L.  Baptiste.  All  were 
at  their  best.  Mrs.  N.  L.  Baptiste  was  among 
the  many  visitors.  The  writer  and  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Jones,  district  president,  preached  at 
7.30  P.  M.,  to  an  overflowing  congregation; 
collection,  $16.66. 

A  very  sumptuous  dinner  and  supper  were 
served  by  the  following  ladies;  Mrs.  Mary 


The  San  Angelo  District  Council  met  ii 
session  with  the  Rev.  D.  B.  Baker  and  hi- 
good  people  at  Tempje,  Texas,  February  8,  1 
1927,  at  3  P.  M.  The  Rev.  T.  J.  D.  Simms,  ou 
pastor  at  Valley  MUls,  Texas,  offered  prayer 
James  1.  1-10  was  read  by  our  pastor  a 
Bartlett,  Texas,  the  Rev.  I.  H.  Pierce.  Th. 
Rev.  S.  E.  Blacknell,  our  devoted  and  mud 
loved  district  superintendent,  sounded  th» 
gavel  which  marked  the  opening  of  the  best 
“council”  ever  held  on  this  district.  The  Rev 
W.  W.  Baker,  pastor  at  Belton,  was  elected 
secretary;  the  Rev.  T.  J.  D.  Simms,  reporter 
to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate. 

The  district  superintendent  in  glowing 
words  stated  the  purpose  of  the  council,  also 
expressed  his  hopes  for  the  future.  Here 
are  ten  pearls  discussed  in  this  meeting 
No.  1 — The  successful  pastor,  led  by  the  Revi 
D.  B.  Baker,  the  entertaining  pastor;  he 
greatly  stressed  the  seizing  of  opportunities 
making  the  right  use  of  time  all  the  time 
No.  2 — The  benefits  derived  from  World 
Service  giving,  by  the  Rev.  I.  H.  Pierce,  our 
pastor  at  Bartlett,  who  pictured  many 
achievements  and  saying,  “Brethren,  we  can¬ 
not  stop  here.”  No.  3— How  and  when  to 
collect  World  Service,  by  the  Rev.  T.  J.  D. 
Simms.  No.  4— The  benefits  of  a  real  or¬ 
ganized  church,  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Baker, 
of  Belton,  Texas.  No.  6— The  pastor’s  duty 
to  the  Sunday  school,  by  the  Rev.  D.  B. 
Baker.  No.  6 — ^The  pastor’s  personal  ap¬ 
pearance,  by  the  Rev.  D.  B.  Baker.  No. 
7_The  pastor’s  duty  to  his  parish,  by  tht 
Rev.  S.  E.  Blacknell,  district  superintendent 
No.  8 — The  pastor’s  relation  to  the  following 
auxiliaries:  Sunday  school,  Epworth  League 
Junior  League,  foreign  missions.  Woman 
Home  Missionary  Society.  All  these  thin 
were  beautifully  discussed.  Two  outsta' 
ing  laywomen  joined  in  these  topics. 

On  the  night  of  the  8th  the  Rev.  I.‘ 
Pierce  preached  a  wonderful  sermon  fro 
Rev.  1.  17,  “And  he  laid  his  right  hand  • 
me.”  The  outstanding  laywomen  were  Sist« 
L.  E.  Gilmer,  from  Belton,  Texas,  and  Eul.i 
Moore,  from  Moody,  Texas.  These  laywomjl 
love  their  church.  The  district  is  wide-awak( 
and  inarching  on. — T.  J.  D.  Simms,  Reporter 


Obituaries 


AVERY — In  the  death  of  Sister  Fanni 
Avery,  a  vacancy  has  been  made  in  ou 
church  at  Windsor,  Mo.  She  was  a  devotee 
friend  and  consecrated  Christian,  faithful  t 
the  church,  loyal  to  the  Lord  and  earnest  ii 
His  service.  We  extend  to  the  bereave' 
family  our  sympathy  in  this  time  of  thei 
sorrow,  remembering  we  sorrow  not  as  thos 
who  have  no  hope. — Jewell  Willis,  Reporte 


CASTINE— On  January  22,  1927,  at  6  A.  5 
the  death  angel  visited  the  home  of  Mr.  a 
Mrs.  Webster  Castine  and  took  away  tli 
youngest  child,  Ethel  Levy.  She  was 
years  old.  The  funeral  was  well  atteni.i. 
at  St.  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Churci 
Op'elousas,  La.,  of  which  the  Castines  ai 
members.  She  leaves  a  father,  mother,  eigi 
brothers,  and  eight  sisters,  and  many  othe 
relatives  to  mourn  their  loss.  The 
was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  I,.  H.  Smi 
pastor. — Reporter. 


GREENLEAF— Sister  Belle  Grcenleaf 
parted  this  life  January  16,  1927,  at  the  hon 
of  her  granddaughter,  Memphis,  Tenn.  » 
was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  faithful  men 
bers  of  the  church.  She  leaves  a  host 
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^relatives  and  friends  to  mourn  their  loss. 

,|The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor, 

^,jDr.  T.  W.  Davis. — Lillie  E.  Lloyd,  Reporter. 

FiHILLr-Sister  M.  E.  Hill,  our  beloved  friend 
‘and  sister  of  the  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Normangee,  Texas,  died  at  her 
■  post  of  duty  in  full  triumph  of  faith  at  the 
'  church,  February  6,  1927.  She  was  forty- 
'  nine  years  of  age  and  spent  thirty-four  years 

•  in  the  service  of  Christ.  She  was  a  consistent 
Christian  and  was  ready  at  every  call.  At 
her  death  she  was  the  leader  of  the  children 
to  help  raise  the  Easter  quota,  being  ap¬ 
pointed  thus  during  the  evening  services,  but 
God  seeing  fit,  sent  the  angel  of  death  into 
our  'audience  and  summoned  her  to  that  ce¬ 
lestial  shore.  The  funeral  services  were  con- 

f  ducted  by  her  pastor.  Rev.  J.  E.  Wilson, 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Gabriel,  at  Hillary 
^  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Leona, 

<  Texas.  Sister  Hill  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss: 

■'  husband,  daughter,  grandson,  two  sisters,  five 
^  brothers,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends. 

■*  The  interment  was  made  in  the  community 
cemetery  at  Leona,  Texas. — Mrs.  D.  A. 
j  Drewey,  Reporter. 

JAMES — Sister  Laura  James  died  November 
i  4,  1926,  at  her  home  in  Starkvllle,  Miss.  She 

•  was  a  member  of  GrifBn  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  She  was  the  devoted  wife 
of  Bro.  M.  M.  James.  Dr.  J.  W.  Golden 
read  the  Scripture  lesson,  the  Rev.  B.  J. 

Robinson  led  in  prayer,  and  the  Rev.  C.  W. 

k  Evans  preached  the  funeral  sermon. — Re- 
B  porter. 

JOHNSON— New  Haven  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  Batesville,  Miss.,  lost  one  of  its 
oldest  members  on  January  16,  1927,  in  the 
person  of  Sister  Eliza  Johnson.  She  joined 
the  church  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 

Bartley  Bailey  five  years  ago,  and  lived  a 
consistent  Christian  life.  She  wUl  be  greatly 
missed  in  the  church  and  home.  She  was 
married  to  Bro.  Joseph  Johnson,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  thirteen  children,  ten  of 
whom  survive,  together  with  thirty-one  grand¬ 
children  and  two  great-grandchildren,  who 
mourn  their  loss.  She  died  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  B.  McCarty.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Willie  Mack,  of 
the  Baptist  Church. — ^The  Rev.  W.  H.  Mc- 

^  Carty,  Reporter.  MAY — Mrs.  L.  Pinkie  Brown  May,  widow 

\  JORDAN — ^The  Rev.  R.  Jordan,  one  of  the  of  the  Rev.  Haney  May,  departed  this  life 
t  pioneer  ministers  of  the  Mississippi  Confer-  in  the  full  triumph  of  Christian  faith,  Brook- 
.ence,  departed  this  life  January  14,  1927,  at  haven.  Miss.,  January  6,  1927,  at  4.20  o’clock 
bis  home.  He  was  faithful  to  the  end.  He  P.  M.  She  was  a  graduate  of  New  Orleans 
ame  to  Poplarville,  Miss.,  the  second  Sunday  College;  served  as  local  preacher,  field  or- 
,  a  January  to  complete  his  work,  but  was  ganizer  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
1  unable  to  preach.  He  was  always  found  on  Society,  and  as  principal  teacher  in  the  pub- 
jhis  duty.  The  Rev.  Jordan  was  loved  by  lie  schools  of  Lincoln  and  adjoining  counties 
•everyone  that  knew  him,  and  was  a  successful  for  a  number  of  years.  She  was  a  member 

r  minister.  He  leaves  a  wife,  six  children,  a  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
mother,  three  sisters,  and  a  host  of  relatives  Laurel,  Miss.,  and  conducted  the  memorial 
and  friends  to  mourn  their  loss.  “Servant  exercises  of  ministers’  wives  at  the  Annual 
of  God,  well  done!”  The  remains  were  laid  Conference,  which  convened  at  Laurel,  Miss., 
to  rest  in  the  Sumrall  cemetery.  The  Rev.  January  13,  1926.  Mrs.  Ora  L.  Brooks  and 
E.  A.  Wilson  officiated.— Reporter.  the  Revs.  G.  W.  Smith,  P.  D.  Gullage,  and 

„  „  J  J  ki.-  ft  J*  B.  Campbell  gave  beautiful  addresses  con- 

KEA — Bro.  Thomas  Kea  departed  this  me  peeing  ufe  as  a  Christian.  The  Eastern 
January  2,  1927,  at  Rocky  Ford,  Ga.  He  Society  of  Brookhaven,  Miss.,  cared  for 

was  a  faithful  member  of  Grace  Methodis  j-gnialns.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  pass- 

Episcop^  ing  ®  brother,  two  sisters,  an  adopted  daugh- 

buUt  he  donated  $100  on  the  ^urch,  and  was  j  3  Campbell, 

^  active  until  his  departure.  He  was  ^  ill  one  pagtoj  of  Kynett  Methodist  Episcopal 
I  month.  His  pa^ng  words  were.  All  is  church,  officiated. — Reporter. 

1  well  with  me.”  He  also  gave  some  tin  for  ’ 

y  the  repairing  of  the  roof.  He  leaves  to  mourn  MILLHOLLAND — Sister  Katy  Millholland 
.1;  H  wife,  eleven  children,  one  brother,  and  two  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  Januarv  7,  1927,  after 
sisters.  The  pastor,  Rev.  J.  B.  Simpkins,  an  illness  of  seven  days.  She  was  the  wife 
liably  conducted  the  funeral  services,  assisted  of  Mr.  Samuel  Millholland,  and  a  faithful 
Tby  the  Rev.  P.  R.  Dubose. — Mrs.  O.  B.  wife  and  loving  mother.  She  was  a  member 
■•Parker,  Reporter.  *  of  Pleasanton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

M  1  !  «  *1,-  foc  u  uumbcr  of  years  and  was  always  ready 

,,AENNEDY— The  funeral  services  of  the  do  good.  Her  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
^  were  conducted  at  Pleasanton  cemetery.  Three  daughters, 

,  Riley  8  C^pd,  Handsbori^  ^iss.,  JMua^  one  sister,  a  husband,  and  many 

•  Wilson,  reiatiygg  ^nd  friends  mourn  their  loss.  The 
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tion  speech.  Remarks  were  made  by  many 
others,  and  the  pastor  responded.  God  bless 
these  good  people.  Come  again.— S.  D.  Hack- 
ett.  Pastor,  Liberty,  Texas. 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  Willing 
Workers’  Club  for  ninety-seven  pounds  of 
choice  groceries'  and  a  neat  purse.  This 
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cash  purae  that  was  riven  the  pastor  on 
Christmas.  It  was  highly  appreciated.  May 
God’s  blessing  rest  upon  the  president,  Sister 
Ida  Pritnklin,  and  her  faithful  armor  bearers. 
Come  again.  Everyone  watch  for  the  quilt 
that  is  Being  made  by  this  Aid;  everyone  in 
Windsor  will  bave  a  block  in  it  with  their 
names.  Sister  Franklin  is  a  live  wire  and  the 
right  woman  for  the  office. — C.  D.  Hester, 
Pastor,  Windsor,  Mo. 

I  thank  the  g^od  people  of  the  Scooba 
circuit  for  $37.60  to  purchase  a  suit  of  dothes 
for  the  Annual  Conference.  The  committee 
consisted  of  Sisters  Minnie  Gunn,  Belle  Wig¬ 
gins,  Josephine  Johnson,  Mary  E.  Griggs, 
M.  L.  Avery,  Qeo  Johnson,  Josephine  Cot¬ 
ton,  Mary  E.  Boyd,  Sallie  Hyde,  M.  J.  Blanks, 
Ruble  Thedford,  and  Lottie  Boyd.  We  also 
wish  to  thank  Bro.  Moses  Jones  and  wife 
for  a  fine  Christmas  turkey. — F.  L.  Williams, 
Pastor. 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good 
people  of  Glade  Spring  circuit  (Va.)  for 
thei;*  kindness.  During  the  absence  of  their 
pastor,  on  Christmas  eve,  three  young  ladies — 
Misses  J.  Campbell,  W.  Campbell,  and  Mary 
Waugh — came  through  the  rain  and  mud  and 
laid  on  the  parsonage  table  many  pounds  of 
select  groceries  for  Christmas.  Also  the 
Ladies’  Aid  gave  a  cash  purse  of  $6.76.  We 
pray  God’s  richest  blessing  upon  these  good 
people  of  Glade  Spring. — Mrs.  H.  L.  Johnson. 

The  Rev.  J.  L.  Blue  and  wife  take  this 
method  of  expressing  their  appreciation  to 
the  Sunday  school  and  superintendent,  Bro. 
T.  P.  Peterson,  Mrs.  Sadie  L.  Thomas,  and 
to  all  participants  whose  names  we  failed  to 

Ct  as  a  whole,  but  more  so  the  pupils  of 
e’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday 
School,  for  the  storm  which  on  December  22, 
1926,  swept  through  Lee’s  Chapel,  landing 
a  nice  supply  of  Christmas  groceries  and  a 
neat  purse  upon  the  parsonage  table.  In 
very  fitting  words  Mrs.  Thomas  made  the 
presentation  speech.  The  pastor  and  wife 
responded,  expressing  their  appreciation.  We 
wi&  to  thank  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hammond,  phy¬ 
sician  and  surgeon,  also  deacon  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Churdi,  for  so  royally  entertaining 
us  by  radio  and  with  a  turkey  dinner  on 
December  27  in  their  comfortable  borne. 
Others  of  the  city  enjoyed  their  gracious 
hospitality.  The  wonderful  dinner  was  pre¬ 
pared  by  Mrs.  Hammond,  who  formerly  was 
domestic  science  teacher  at  Prairie  View 
College. — ^Reporter- 


Special  Notice 


Church.  Let  each  pastor  on  the  district  be 
present  with  a  lay  rroresentative  from  your 
local  World  Service  Council.  Also  bring  an 
outline  of  your  local  program  in  your  charge, 
and  let  ns  study  them  together.  Now,  breth¬ 
ren,  I  notice  that  to  date  only  two  charges 
have  made  any  remittance  of  World  Service 
moncj  to  tile  Chicago  office,  which  is  every¬ 
thing  but  encouraging,  not  only  to  our  beloved 
Bishop  Clair,  but  to  your  humble  servant 
more  so.  Now  we  are  fast  approaching  the 
spring  season;  let  ns  not  delay  longer,  but 
Iri  each  of  us  enter  vlgojonsly  into  ^e  work 
and  set  our  faces  hard  toward  our  task.  Let 


our  people.  Anyone  who  is  not  able  to  ^ 
medical  treatment,  regardless  of  religious  be¬ 
lief,  can  come  to  7610  Pearl  Street,  Monday 
and  Saturd^,  from  11  A.  M.  to  1  P.  M.— 
Rev.  J.  W.  Turner,  President  Board  of  Man¬ 
agers,  Phone  Uptown  6317-W. 

Field  Cultivation  for 
World  Service 

ITINERARY  OF  THE  REV.  M.  T.  J. 
HOWARD 

McComb  City,  the  Rev.  P.  R.  Stephens, 
February  28;  Magnolia,  the  Rev.  H.  E.  Mor¬ 
gan,  March  1;  Crystal  Springs,  the  Rev.  N. 
W.  Ross,  2;  Brookhaven,  8;  Columbia,  the 
Rev.  B.  J.  Brooks,  4;  Yazoo  City,  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Isabel,  6-7;  Canton,  the  Rev.  L.  E. 
Johnson,  8,  9;  Durant  District,  10-16;  Green¬ 
wood  District,  17-24;  Vicksburg,  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Hibbler,  26,  27;  Jackson:  Pratt,  the 
Rev.  A.  B.  Keeling,  28;  Brandon,  the  Rev. 
L.  W.  Price,  29;  Pelahatchie,  the  Rev.  J.  A. 
Patterson,  80;  Morton,  the  Rev.  P.  W.  Bald¬ 
win,  81 ;  Forest,  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Adams,  April 
If  Meridian  District,  2-7;  Mobile,  the  Rev. 
J.  L.  Wilson,  8-10;  Moss  Point,  the  Rev. 
S.  G.  Roberts,  12;  Gulfport,  the  Revs.  M.  P. 
Johnson,  Frank  Smith,  18,  14;  Pass  Christian, 
the  Rev.  J.  M.  Shumpert,  16;  Handsboro, 
the  Rev.  A.  H.  Lathan,  16,  17. 


each  pastor  begin  now  for  our  great  World 
Service  drive  for  Easter ;  organize  your  forces 
and  make  one  hard,  earnest  effort  and  raise 
every  dollar  of  it.  -  And  tiien  get  ready  for 
the  biggest  drive  that  has  ever  been  put  on 
in  Arkansas  for  Philander  Smith  College. 
The  Texarkana  District,  with  her  energetic 
pastors  and  laymen,  must  make  her  full  con¬ 
tribution  to  this  great  and  worthy  cause  of 
Christian  education.  Your  faithful  servant, 
W.  C.  Rivers,  Dist.  Supt,  1217  West  20th 
Street,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


Crescent  City  Note 

WilliamB  Chapel.  —  The  Wilson-Massiah 
Clinic,  under  the  management  of  the  Wil¬ 
liams  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Turner,  pastor.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Taylor 
in  charge.  Miss  Anna  Massiah,  registered 
nurse,  is  in  full  bloom.  Forty-one  patients 
have  been  treated  during  the  month  of  Janu¬ 
ary;  eleven  visits  were  made  to  the  homes 
of  the  sick;  one  operation;  services  rendered 
by  Miss  A.  Massiah,  $20;  amount  given  to 
the  sick  and  poor  during  the  month  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  $222.06.  The  chur^  must  not  leave  all 
the  physical  needs  of  its  members  to  societies, 
but  should  look  after  the  interests  of  the  poor. 
We  are  prepared  to  care  for  our  poor  mem¬ 
bers.  Dr.  T.  Taylor  deserves  great  credit 
for  the  good  he  is  doing  for  the  uplift  of 
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In  Gethsemane 


Alone,  in  my  Gethsemane, 

’Neath  lowering  clouds,  near  tossing  sea. 
In  anguish.  Lord,  I  pray  to  Thee, 

Let  this  cup  pass ! 

Some -ether  lot,  some  other  way,-. 

Some  other  cross,  not  this  to-day — 
Some  other  time,  dear  God,  I  pray. 

Let  this  cup  pass! 


Life’s  deepest  sorrows  I  have  borne; 
By  grief  and  pain  my  heart  is  torn ; 
With  crushing  burdens,  patience  worn- 
Let  this  cup  pass ! 

So  much  of  joy  I’ve  been  denied ; 

So  little  happiness  supplied; 

Must  Self  fore’er  be  crucified.^ — 

Let  this  cup  pass ! 


But  hark !  A  voice  so  sweet  and  clear. 
The  accents  of  my  Saviour  dear, 

I  cease  my  prayer  and  pause  to  hear: 

“Poor,  wavering  child. 

The  bitter  cup  I  drank  for  thee 
At  midnight  in  Gethsemane 
Forbids  that  I  should  grant  thy  plea, 
‘Let  this  cup  pass !’ 


“Except  thou  bear’st  thy  cross  to-day ; 
Except  thou  turn’st  from  self  away; 
Except  thou  ceas’st  in  grief  to  pray, 
‘Let  this  cup  pass !’ 

My  dying  agony  in  vain; 

No  hope  in  Calv’ry’s  crimson  stain! 

Be  this  thy  prikyer  while  life  remain, 
‘Thv  will  be  done!’ 


“Though  rough  and  steep  Golgotha’s  way : 
Though  nearest  friends  thy  soul  betray ; 
And  darkness  end  thy  tortured  day. 

Nailed  to  thy  cross, 

Hope  shall  dispel  thy  deepest  gloom; 

Faith  shall  thy  dawning  day  illume; 

And  Love,  triumphant,  rend  thy  tomb 
And  bear  thee  home!” 


-Jessie  C.  Wiley. 
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Sixty-Ninth  Congress 
Becomes  History 

By  Harry  E.  Woolever 

Editor,  Tht  National  Motkoditt  Prttt 


The  sixty-ninth  Ck>ngre88,  which  first  as¬ 
sembled  in  December,  1925,  closed  after 
ten  strenuous  days  of  parliamentary 
skirmishes  and  forensic  battles,  on  March  4. 
It  was  in  the  Senate,  where  prolonged  public 
deliberations  are  the  custom,  that  the  tense¬ 
ness  and  the  legislative  jam  were  most  pro¬ 
nounced  as  this,  the  most  powerful  legis¬ 
lative  body  of  the  world,  drew  to  a  close. 

Of  the  twoscore  and  more  specific  legis¬ 
lative  recommendations  made  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  not  half  were  enacted  into  law.  Thus, 
despite  the  earnest  efforts  of  certain  of  the 
administration  leaders,  a  number  of  major 
questions  are  still  uncared  for.  For  instance, 
such  important  matters  as  the  adjustment  of 
the  French  debt,  involving  $6,847,000,000 
owed  to  the  United  States,  more  than  the 
entire  amount  required  to  finance  this  Gov¬ 
ernment  for  a  two-year  period,  was  not  com¬ 
pleted.  The  Muscle  Shoals  measure,  which 
has  to  do  with  the  tremendous  water-power 
rights  on  the  Tennessee  River,  with  possi¬ 
bilities  of  manufacturing  immense  quantities 
of  fertiliser  or  of  nitrates  for  commercial 
or  war  purposes,  was  carried  over  for  a  later 
Congress.  The  Government  has  already  ex¬ 
pended  $167,000,000  plus  on  this  project  and 
the  plant  has  laid  idle  since  the  war.  Con¬ 
gress  being  unable  to  agree  upon  the  next 
move.  The  bill  providing  for  the  reorgani¬ 
sation  of  the  Government  departments  is  an¬ 
other  major  matter  which  had  to  await  a 
more  favorable  time.  The  efforts  of  eight 
years  to  establish  a  Department  of  Education 
have  to  be  continued  on  into  another  Con¬ 
gress.  It  is  believed  that  by  the  continued 
efforts  to  bring  information  to  the  citisens 
as  to  the  desirable,  constructive,  American 
ends  which  would  be  realized  through  such 
a  department,  the  seventieth  Congress  will 
enact  the  necessary  legislation  to  assure  its 
establishment. 

PRESIDENT’S  ECONOMY  PROGRAM 
The  President’s  economy  program  has  had 
its  effect  upon  Congress.  There  has  been 
scarcely  a  day  that  the  efforts  of  the  Chief 
Executive  to  guard  the  expenditures  of  the 
people’s  money  have  not  been  referred  to  dur¬ 
ing  tbe  consideration  of  the  legislation.  Two 
results  of  his  insistence  that  no  expenditure 
should  be  made  which  was  not  vital,  and 
that  any  possible  surplus  should  not  be  re¬ 
garded  by  department  chiefs  as  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  gain  increased  appropriations,  have 
reduced  taxes  and  reduc^  public  debt.  A 
tax  reduction  measure  urged  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  promises  to  relieve  the  people  in  tax 
burdens  to  tbe  amount  of  $380,000,000  a  year. 
A  surplus  of  $877,767,000  accruing  during 
1926  was  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  pub^ 
lie  debt.  The  total  paid  on  the  public  debt 
during  the  past  fiscal  year  reached  beyond 
the  billion  mark  and  brings  a  saving  of  more 
than  $40,000,000  in  interest  annually.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  past  six  years  the  public  debt  of  this 
nation  has  been  reduced  an  average  of  a 
billion  dollars  a  year.  A  surplus  sunounting 
to  $888,000,000  is  estimated  for  the  current 
year  and  this  also  will  be  used  to  reduce  the 
public  debt. 

Much  of  the  time  of  the  short  session  was 
consumed  in  making  appropriations  for  the 
work  of  the  ten  Government  departments  and 
the  independent  bureaus  and  boards  during 
1928.  The  President  declared  in  his  message 
that  "if  each  Congress  at  its  opening  session 
would  make  appropriations  to  continue  for 
two  years,  very  much  time  would  be  saved.” 
At  present  the  Lower  Body  of  Congress  gives 
during  each  year  the  greater  portion  of  the 
time  on  the  fioor  and  months  of  committee 
work  in  deciding  on  thousands  of  items  in 
appropriation  measures,  only  to  have  to  cover 
the  same  ground  at  the  next  convening  of 
Congress.  So  engrossed  has  the  House  been 
in  Uis  job  in  the  past  months  that  a  bill 
setting  forth  the  advantages  of  making  ap¬ 


propriations  for  two  years  at  a  time  has 
not  been  considered  on  the  floor. 

PRESIDENT  VETOES  FARM  BILL 

The  President  was  put  to  a  test  when  both 
houses  of  Congress  passed  the  McNary- 
Haugen  farm  bill.  The  Chief  Executive  had 
not  approved  of  certain  features  of  this  bill 
and  had  so  indicated  before  its  petssage. 
Neither  did  the  bill  by  any  means  seem  satis¬ 
factory  to  a  considerable  number  of  those 
who  voted  for  it.  However,  the  need  and 
demand  for  farm  relief  have  been  so  pro¬ 
nounced  for  several  years  that  many  of  the 
legislators  were  ready  to  support  any  prom¬ 
ise  of  relief,  while  some  feared  to  offend 
the  rural  voters.  When  the  issue  was  finally 
put  up  to  the  President,  politicians  wondered 
if  he  would  stand  by  his  point  of  view  in 
face  of  the  demand  on  the  part  of  farmers  * 
for  relief. 

The  Chief  Executive,  pointing  out  his  con¬ 
viction  that  the  law  was  unconstitutional, 
would  tend  to  price  fixing,  and  would  jeop¬ 
ardize  the  whole  agricultural  industry  through 
bureaucratic  control,  vetoed  the  bill.  What 
effect  it  may  have  upon  any  future  political 
plan  of  the  President  is  yet  to  be  seen.  His 
conclusions  on  this  score,  however,  he  will 
not  likely  reveal  until  after  the  next  Con¬ 
gress  has  assembled. 

SENATE  IN  MANY  TURMOILS 

The  Senate  during  the  closing  days  was 
frequently  a  scene  of  verbal  conflicts  and 
parliamentary  mazes,  as  senators  strove  to 
ain  consideration  for  some  favored  bills, 
ometimes  as  many  as  a  dozen  senators  were 
each  opposing  the  plans  of  the  others  and  by 
their  dogged  persistence  producing  cross  cur¬ 
rents  which  made  progress  impossible.  Al¬ 
ways,  as  the  legislative  session  nears  its  close, 
the  friends  of  each  one  of  a  thousand  bills 
before  Congress  besiege  senators  to  press 
their  particular  measure.  Consequently  every 
available  opening  is  taken  advantage  of  to 
place  bills  before  the  body  ere  it  is  too  late. 
For  with  the  expiring  of  a  Congress  all  bills 
lose  their  status  and  must  be  brought  up,  de 
novo,  in  the  next  Congress.  Thus,  hours  and 
even  weeks  spent  upon  a  measure  by  one 
chamber  or  the  other  is  wasted  if  both  Houses 
have  not  acted.  Numbers  of  bills  are  passed 
two  and  three  times  in  one  house  of  Congress 
and  are  allowed  to  die  without  action  by  the 
other. 

Whereas  it  would  seem  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  with  its  435  members  would 
be  much  more  democratic  in  its  procedure, 
the  plan  followed  when  a  group  inclined  to 
be  autocratic  is  in  control,  does  not  so  work 
out.  Most  of  the  deliberation  on  bills  in 
possession  of  the  House  is  done  in  commit¬ 
tees.  If  the  committee  chairmen  desire  to 
suppress  a  bill,  or  the  Speaker  and  his  lieu¬ 
tenants  do  not  care  to  have  it  given  a  place, 
it  is  easy  to  suppress  it  by  not  allotting  it 
either  place  or  time  on  the  floor.  Thus,  there 
is  at  work  a  silent  filibuster.  Ever  so  often 
the  House  “blows  up”  under  this  method,  as 
it  did  when  the  late  Hon.  Joe  Cannon  became 
what  the  insurgents  regarded  as  too  czar¬ 
like  in  his  methods. 

SENATE  FILIBUSTERS  THROUGH 
NIGHT 

The  closing  days  of  the  sixty-ninth  Con¬ 
gress  witnessed  a  strenuous  filibuster  with 
some  spectacular  effects.  The  issue  was  the 
Boulder  Dam  bill,  which  proposed  to  im¬ 
pound  the  waters  of  the  Colorado  River  so 
as  to  use  those  waters  for  Irrigation  in  Cali¬ 
fornia.  Some  of  the  other  southwestern 
States  objected,  especially  Arizona,  as  they 
wished  a  dam  higher  up  the  river,  giving  the 
benefits  of  the  irrigation  to  their  States. 
When  once  this  bill  obtained  a  place  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate,  its  backers,  under  the 
leadership  of  Senator  Hiram  Johnson  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  would  not  let  It  be  displaced.  A  con¬ 


tinuous  session  lasting  for  over  thirty  hours 
was  maintained.  During  the  late  hours  of  t^ 
night  and  the  early  hours  of  the  morning, 
extraordinary  methods  were  resorted  to  U 
keep  a  quorum  in  the  Senate.  Finally, 
warrant  was  issued  by  the  president  pl| 
tempore.  Senator  Moses,  for  their  arrest,  and 
the  sergeant-at-arms  sent  out  to  bring  in 
absent  senators  from  their  homes.  They  were 
aroused  from  their  beds  and  brought  into  the 
Senate.  About  4.30  in  the  morning  a  sufficient 
number  had  been  rounded  up  to  make  a 
quorum.  The  debate  and  parliamentary 
struggle  went  on  until  5:23  in  the  afternoon. 
During  that  session  Senator  Ashurst  of  Ari¬ 
zona,  who  led  the  filibuster  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  possible  favorable  action  on  the  bill, 
spoke  for  a  total  of  nine  hours.  The  filibuster 
continued  each  session  for  days  and  was  only 
terminated  by  a  resort  to  the  cloture  rule. 

This  is  the  first  time  in  over  a  decade  that 
a  warrant  has  been  issued  by  the  Senate  to 
compel  the  attendance  of  its  members.  Dur¬ 
ing  all  these  days  of  wrangling  and  obstruc¬ 
tion  of  legislation,  Vice-President  Dawes,  who 
has  waged  a  vigorous  campaign  to  change  the 
rules  so  as  to  prevent  filibusters  and  long 
discussions  irrelevant  to  the  measure  before 
the  Senate,  was  being  provided  with  ammu¬ 
nition  for  future  warfare. 

Personal  and  General 

— Mrs.  Wm.  L.  Hartman,  1401  Greenwood 
Avenue,  Pueblo,  Colo.,  again  pleads  for  bool^ 
of  fiction  for  the  National  Methodist  Santfl 
torium  for  Tuberculosis  at  Colorado  Spring^ 
More  than  300  books  have  already  arrived, 
but  there  is  a  scarcity  of  fiction.  Mrs.  Hart¬ 
man  will  also  be  pleased  to  hear  from  friends 
who  can  assist  her  financially  to  provide 
bookcases,  which  will  cost  $200. 

— ^Mr.  William  J.  Elliott,  treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Ex¬ 
tension,  with  headquarters  at  1701  Arch 
Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  has  been  appointed 
acting  secretary  of  the  society  by  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  board.  Following  the  death  of  the 
secretary.  Dr.  D.  D.  Forsyth,  the  Board  of 
Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
offered  the  position  to  Dr.  B.  H.  Cherring- 
ton,  Westerville,  Ohio,  who  declined  the  office 
on  the  grounds  of  preferring  to  work  for 
world  prohibition.  The  executive  committee 
of  the  board  appointed  Mr.  Elliott  secretary, 
and  as  the  Board  of  Bishops,  which  has  the 
elective  power  until  the  meeting  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  in  1928,  will  not  meet  until 
May,  1927,  at  Warren,  Pa.,  Mr.  Elliott  will 
be  secretary-treasurer  until  that  meeting  in 
May,  1927.  If  the  bishops  do  not  elect  a 
successor  in  May,  1927,  Mr.  Elliott  will  be 
secretary-treasurer  until  the  General  Confer^ 
ence  in  May,  1928.  Mr.  Elliott  is  now  ifl 
charge  of  the  headquarters  in  Philadelphia^ 
as  secretary-treasurer. 
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Christian  Crusaders  of  the  South, 
and  Their  Crusades 


For  our  entire  nation,  the  supreme  task  in  hand 
at  this  juncture  is  to  make  real  and  practical  in 
every  aspect  of  our  national  life  that  Christian 
idealism  of  which  we  are  exponents  and  which  the  world 
is  expecting  that  we  shall  bring  to  bear  upon  both  our 
domestic  problems  and  in  our  involvements  with  our  world 
neighbors.  This  can  be  done  effectively  only  as  we  keep 
uncorrupted  and  pure  the  standards  of  thought  and  pro¬ 
cedure  of  the  individual  American  citizen,  group,  and 
institution.  Any  movement  or  social  group  whose  in¬ 
fluence  in  American  life  tends  to  impair  our  idealism  or 
to  obstruct  its  being  realized  in  all  our  social  intercourse 
as  a  nation  is  inimical  to  social  well-being  and  should 
be  consistently  and  presistently  opposed. 

For  this  reason  far-seeing  and  patriotic  citizens  dur- 
ing  the  past  have  been  bent  on  exposing  and  combating 
the  evils  peculiar  to  that  type  of  social  regime  upheld 
and  fostered  in  the  southern  section  of  the  nation.  From 
almost  the  beginning  of  colonial  life  in  this  country  the 
southern  section  has  held  opinions  and  ideals  at  variance 
with  the  bulk  of  constructive  opinion  in  the  whole  national 
unit.  Protest  and  opposition  to  that  system  was  timely, 
expedient,  and  wise.  By  just  a  hair’s  breadth  Southern 
political  philosophy  came  dangerously  near  breaking  up 
the  fabric  of  the  nation  and  wrecking  our  dearly  bought 
national  liberties.  By  the  strange  character  of  her  re¬ 
ligious  and  ecclesiastical  ideals,  the  South  did  split  into 
factions  and  render  pitiably  and  distressingly  impotent 
the  American  church.  Is  it  to  bo  marveled  fit  that  this 
section,  madly  bent  on  its  way  of  overwhelming  the  na¬ 
tion  with  a  species  of  dissocial  political  theories  and  un¬ 
christian  institutions  and  customs,  has  been  stubbornly 
met  at  every  turn  of  the  road  by  a  determined  sovereign 
national  public  opinion 

As  long  as  the  South  holds  tenaciously  to  whatever 
contradicts  our  national  idealism,  for  the  sake  of  the 
nation  and  of  the  South  itself  also,  this  historic  attitude 
of  the  nation  must  be  maintained ;  not  against  the  South 
as  a  section  per  se,  but  against  those  traditions,  insti¬ 
tutions,  and  organizations  whose  undemocratic  influence 
has  dominated  the  section  all  too  long.  All  of  the  South’s 
inequities  must  be  protested.  Her  evils  of  race  discrimi¬ 
nation  must  be  assailed  again  and  again.  Her  repres¬ 
sion  by  unhindered  violence  against  minority  groups  must 
be  opposed.  No  quarter  must  be  given  to  her  much- 
vaunted  race  superiority  preachments.  Her  lashing  of 
race  prejudice  in  one  race  against  another  must  be 
frowned  down  upon  everywhere.  Her  business  of  array¬ 
ing  class  against  class  on  the  old  feudal  basis  of  inherent 
privilege ;  her  old  traditions  of  aristocracy  and  autocracy 
must  be  punctured  by  sound  criticism  till  they  are  ex¬ 
ploded  as  all  other  untenable  anomalies  that  have  outlived 
fhe  temper  of  their  times. 

But  in  our  just  condemnation  of  the  faults  of  south¬ 


ern  civilization  we  must  not  forget  that  through  the 
comparative  facility  with  which  criticism  is  waged,  it  is 
astonishingly  easier  to  forget  the  virtues  that  inhere  in, 
or  accompany,  that  which  is  the  object  of  our  criticism. 
The  South  is  not  all  bad.  In  the  Southland  there  is 
resident  marvelous  potential  good.  And  it  is  finding  ex¬ 
pression  at  the  present  time  in  a  most  commendable  way. 
No  well  meaning  critic  of  social  conditions  can  blind  him¬ 
self  to  the  social  stirrings  of  a  democratic  nature  now 
manifesting  themselves  in  this  section.  As  the  gulf 
stream  affects  the  climate  and  commerce  of  the  hemi¬ 
spheres,  so  this  mighty  stream  of  democracy  appearing 
in  the  South  has  in  its  sweep  a  social  significance  that 
makes  the  heart  glad,  in  which  is  the  hope  of  the  future 
for  our  own  nation  and  for  the  family  of  nations. 

This  saving  remnant  of  the  South,  called  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Interracial  Relations,  might  more  appro¬ 
priately  be  called  the  Christian  Crusaders  of  the  South. 
Appropriately  likewise  their  work  should  be  called  Chris¬ 
tian  Crusading  for  the  New  Social  Order  that  is  to  be. 
They  are  the  friends  of  the  Negro.  But  their  interests 
are  herein  only  typical.  They  are  humanitarian.  Their 
interests  encompass  the  well-being  of  human  society.  As 
such  they  represent  a  distinctly  democratic  school  of 
social  thought.  They  stand  in  the  line  of  succession  di¬ 
rectly  with  the  great  social  reformers  of  history.  They 
challenge  the  existing  corrupt  pagan  order  of  society 
with  the  wisdom  of  the  sage  and  with  the  passion  of  the 
Saviour,  whose  thinking  was  unhampered  by  conventional 
lines  of  judgment  and  justice.  Many  folk  in  the  South, 
regarding  some  races  as  inherently  inferior  to  their  own, 
are  in  favor  of  keeping  such  races  in  their  place.  Not 
so  with  the  exponents  and  builders,  these  Christian  Cru¬ 
saders  of  the  South.  They  are  willing,  ready,  and  eager 
to  give  to  the  members  of  every  race-group  the  same  op¬ 
portunities  which  they  themselves  enjoy.  In  such  an  at¬ 
mosphere  of  catholic  thought  these  Crusaders  are  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  best  souls  of  the  present  and  are  advocates 
of  the  only  social  philosophy  that  shall  liberate  society 
from  its  ills  of  narrow  class-consciousness  entailing  the 
myriad  active  ills  to  which  society  is  rapidly  becoming 
an  uncomfortable  heir. 

Will  Winton  Alexander,  Plato  Durham,  C.  B.  Wilmer, 
M.  Ashby  Jones,  R.  B.  Eleazer,  R.  H.  King,  Mrs.  Luke 
Johnson,  Edwin  Mims — these  are  foremost  among  the 
growing  number  of  leaders  of  that  sanest  movement  in 
the  South  since  emancipation  of  the  slaves  took  place; 
they  are  the  genius  of  this  movement  which  is  destined 
eventually  to  be  to  the  civilization  of  the  South  what  yeast 
is  in  the  batch  of  dough.  And  no  service  is  being  ren¬ 
dered  to  the  nation  which  will  prove  of  greater  value  for 
national  prosperity  and  peace  than  that  which  this  group 
of  Christian  crusaders  are  rendering  disinterestedly  and 
with  challenging  adandon. 
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A  new  social  order,  characterized  by  justice,  equal-  constrained  to  let  them  tell  in  their  own  words  the  ab- 
ity,  service,  human  values,  comradeship  of  all  men  with  breviated  story  of  their  Christian  Crusades  for  the  year 
each  other  through  the  Great  Crusader,  Christ — this  is  1926.  For  this  story,  that  catalog  of  achievements  is 
their  objective,  these  Christian  Crusaders  of  the  South,  too  long,  but  if  readers  will  read  the  following  article  they 
So  appreciative  are  we  of  their  holy  daring  and  so  in  will  find  there  a  resume  of  social  progress  which  sounds  like 
accord  with  their  high  Christian  idealism,  that  we  are  a  chapter  from  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  And  it  is  such. 

Crusades  in  Race  Relations  in  1926 

By  Robert  B.  Eleazer 

Educational  Director,  Commission  on  Interracial  Co-operation 


Human  progress,  like  a  river,  never  proceeds  at 
an  even  pace.  Here  it  races  through  the  rapids, 
there  it  sleeps  quietly  in  some  still  pool,  yonder 
in  confusion  it  eddies  and  swirls.  A  short-range  view 
often  leaves  one  in  doubt  whether  it  moves  at  all,  or,  if 
moving,  whether  forward  or  backward.  The  long  look 
is  necessary  if  one  would  know  whither  the  current  is 
going  and  how  fast. 

Present-day  trends  in  American  race  relations  are  like 
that.  The  observer  may  see  in  them  every  degree  of 
progress  or  of  reaction,  depending  entirely  upon  the  point 
at  which  they  are  viewed.  But  looking  at  them  objec¬ 
tively  over  even  so  short  a  space  as  one  year,  one  must 
admit,  I  think,  that  the  stream  is  moving,  moving  in  gen¬ 
eral  in  the  right  direction,  and  moving  rapidly  in  com¬ 
parison  with  the  historic  slowness  of  great  social  changes. 

Probably  the  most  encouraging  development  during 
the  past  year  has  been  the  increasing  integration  of  the 
interests  of  Negroes  wtth  the  social  welfare  agencies  of 
communities  and  States.  The  State  welfare  boards  of 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia  have  established  distinct 
departments  of  Negro  welfare.  In  Alabama,  Louisiana, 
and  Tennessee  the  State  welfare  and  other  interracial 
organizations  meet  in  joint  annual  sessions,  while  in  the 
other  States  close  and  co-operative  relations  are  main¬ 
tained  between  the  two  groups. 

Closely  related  to  the  above  has  been  the  inclusion  of 
Negro  welfare  agencies  in  community  chest  budgets,  which 
has  now  been  accomplished  in  a  large  number  of  cities. 
These  agencies  are  generously  provided  for  in  chest 
budgets,  and  the  colored  people  of  the  community  are 
enlisted  in  systematic  support  of  the  chests.  This  means 
that  at  last  Negroes  are  recognized  as  an  essential  part 
of  the  community,  both  as  liabilities  and  as  assets,  and 
entitled  to  the  same  public  consideration  as  any  other 
group.  From  the  standpoint  of  immediate  results,  and 
also  as  a  promise  of  permanence,  this  development  is  of 
the  utmost  importance. 

Notable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  improvement 
of  Negro  school  facilities.  Atlanta,  for  example,  having 
just  expended  $1,260,000  on  new  Negro  schools,  has 
promised  to  the  colored  people  fair  participation  in  a 
new  school-bond  issue  of  $5,000,000.  In  Louisville  pro¬ 
vision  has  been  made  for  two  new  junior  high  schools,  a 
graded  school,  and  the  enlargement  of  several  others, 
while  preparations  are  under  way  to  open  a  department 
for  Negroes  in  the  University  of  Louisville.  Raleigh, 
N.  C.,  is  expending  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
improving  its  schools  for  Negroes.  Memphis  has  just 
completed  a  new  high  school  at  a  cost  of  $360,000,  estab¬ 
lished  a  new  junior  high,  and  made  extensive  additions 
to  others.  Scores  of  Negro  school  enterprises  have  been 
promoted  elsewhere  in  Tennessee,  involving  an  outlay  of 


$300,000.  The  new  Craig  School,  at  New  Orleans,  has 
just  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  $260,000. 

The  newspapers  have  become  powerful  influences  for 
better  race  relations.  Flaming  front-page  stories  of 
Negro  crime,  largely  responsible  in  the  past  for  more 
than  one  race  riot,  qre  now  tabooed  by  every  respectable 
paper  in  the  South.  Such  stories  are  either  “played 
down”  to  inconspicuous  proportions  or  left  out  altogether. 
Concurrently,  another  change  no  less  notable  has  taken 
place,  namely,  the  featuring  of  constructive  Negro  news. 
Stories  of  achievement  in  education,  business,  literature, 
and  art ;  stories  of  heroism  and  human  interest,  of  inter¬ 
racial  co-operation  and  welfare  work ;  everyday  news 
events,  athletics,  etc. — stories  which  promote  race  pride 
and  ambition  on  the  one  hand  and  interracial  understand¬ 
ing  and  appreciation  on  the  other — these  are  of  constant 
occurrence  in  hundreds  of  papers. 

The  new  attitude  of  the  press  is  reflected  also  in  the 
editorial  columns,  which  almost  without  exception  voice 
the  demand  for  interracial  good  will,  justice,  and  oppor¬ 
tunity.  More  than  any  other  class  in  the  South,  the 
editors  have  been  outspoken  and  unanimous  in  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  lynching  and  the  demand  that  it  be  sup¬ 
pressed.  Undoubtedly  this  has  had  much  to  do  with  the 
rapid  decline  of  lynchings  in  recent  years. 

Another  significant  development  has  been  the  growth 
of  interracial  interest  among  college  groups.  Scores  of 
curriculum  courses  in  race  relations,  voluntary  discussion 
groups,  interracial  student  forums,  the  interracial  mes¬ 
sage  carried  by  colored  speakers  into  many  white  insti¬ 
tutions,  the  featuring  of  race  relations  in  every  summer 
student  conference — these  and  other  means  are  favorably 
affecting  the  attitudes  of  multitudes  of  students  every 
year. 

There  is  a  growing  interest  also  on  the  part  of  re¬ 
ligious  bodies,  many  of  which  are  working  out  and  pass¬ 
ing  down  to  their  organized  millions  programs  of  inter¬ 
racial  study  and  activity.  In  one  denomination  alone 
more  than  200,000  women  are  studying  race  relations  at 
regular  intervals,  and  thousands  of  them  are  beginning 
to  do  something  about  it.  This  sort  of  thing  is  steadily 
leavening  the  lump  with  good  will  and  Christian  charity. 

But  what  of  the  eddies  and  backwashes.?  Of  these 
there  have  been  two  of  menacing  proportions — one  in 
the  South,  the  other  in  the  North  and  Middle  West.  In 
the  Southern  States  the  only  serious  backset  has  been 
the  upward  turn  in  the  lunching  figures — sixteen  in  1926, 
and  twenty-odd  in  1926.  After  several  years  of  steady 
decline  from  a  forty-year  average  of  103  a  year  to  a 
minimum  less  than  one  sixth  as  great,  it  is  very  depress¬ 
ing  to  have  the  figures  begin  to  climb  again. 

However,  the  increase  has  not  yet  been  great  enough 
(Concluded  on  page  19 S) 
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Contributed  Editorial 


“If  It  Becomes  Insipid” — 

R.  JAMES  MOFFATT,  in  his  translation  of 
Jesus’  words  about  salt  losing  its  savor,  has  made 
a  new  window  through  which  to  look  out  on  an 
old  landscape.  He  translates  the  words,  “If  it  becomes 
insipid  how  shall  it  be  made  salt  again?” 

That  word  “insipid”  speaks  with  great  vividness  to 
our  time.  It  represents  the  peculiar  danger  to  a  church. 
The  greatest  danger  which  confronts  the  Church  is  not 
that  it  may  die.  The  Church  will  not  die.  The  ever¬ 
present  danger  which  always  lurks  before  a  church  is  that 
it  may  become  insipid — that  it  may  stand  for  nothing  in 
particular.  That  danger  is  well  worth  looking  at  in  these 
first  days  of  Lent,  when  we  seek  to  bring  to  mind  the 
major  issues  of  life. 

Jesus  was  giving  expression  to  His  fear  that  His  truth 
and  His  cause  might  be  committed  to  those  who  would 
lose  the  bitingly  Christian  flavor  which  characterized  His 
way  of  life. 

When  does  a  person  become  insipid?  The  dictionary 
tells  us  that  an  insipid  thing  is  something  “without  tang.” 
That  word  “tang”  is  hard  to  define,  but  what  intensely 
real  pictures,  tastes,  feelings  it  suggests!  The  crisp  air 
of  a  spring  morning,  the  blue  smoke  of  burning  wood,  the 
taste  of  a  russet  apple,  what  Browning  calls  “A  cool  sil¬ 
ver  shock  of  a  plunge  into  the  pool’s  living  waters” — all 
of  these  things  have  taTig.  You  can  remember  them  thirty 
years  without  any  effort. 

Jesus  was  looking  for  people  with  tang;  for  those  who 
had  a  peneti'ating,  peculiar  flavor  in  act,  in  viewpoint, 
and  in  spirit.  Jesus’  way  of  life  was  both  a  criticism  of 
the  life  around  Him  and  a  redeeming  agency  to  lift  it  up. 
If  we  lose  our  tang,  if  we  become  insipid,  what  good  are 
we,  as  far  as  Jesus’  purpose  in  the  world  is  concerned? 

And  yet  how  easy  it  is  for  us  to  lose  our  cutting  edge. 
The  preacher  is  faced  with  the  same  danger  as  the  lay¬ 
man.  Whether  he  is  a  pastor,  or  an  editor,  or  a  bishop,  or 
any  kind  of  an  official,  it  is  so  easy  to  become  insipid.  As 
a  preacher  he  can  discuss  eloquently  vague  generalities 
which  have  long  since  lost  their  power  to  arrest  or  pierce. 
He  can  side-step  live  questions,  or  delve  into  antiquarian 
researches  which  are  eminently  safe.  He  can,  and  fre¬ 
quently  does,  straddle  controversial  issues  and  flee  to  the 
safety  zone  of  the  fervent  reiteration  of  obvious  plati¬ 
tudes.  Or  he  can  occupy  himself  with  the  mere  cranking 
of  ecclesiastical  machinery  and  shrink  from  the  more  dan¬ 
gerous  business  of  prophetic  leadership.  But  as  Jesus 
asked  long  since.  If  we  become  insipid,  what  good  are  we? 

What  a  liability  the  Church  runs  of  just  becoming 
insipid  and  losing  both  its  passion  and  a  vision  of  the 
goal  of  the  Kingdom ! 

The  Church  of  Christ  started  in  the  world  with  a  cut¬ 
ting  edge  to  its  truth.  It  came  into  the  Roman  life  of  the 
first  century  with  a  message  so  peculiarly  different  from 
the  standards  of  life  then  current  that  it  literally  turned 
the  world  upside  down.  Then  as  it  grew  it  became  more 
reasonable,  more  sane,  more  strategic ;  in  a  word — ^insipid. 
The  glory  and  the  radiance  had  departed.  So  today  if 
the  Church  has  nothing  to  give  but  a  weak  sevenfold  Amen 
of  blessing  on  the  standards  of  the  world,  if  it  has  no 
shrill  reveille  of  alarm  against  the  forces  which  prey  on 
human  life,  it  is  a  mere  bankrupt.  If  it  has  nothing  pierc¬ 
ingly  Christian  to  say  about  the  issues  of  the  day,  such 


as  war  and  industrial  exploitation,  if  it  merely  echoes  iu 
resonant,  pious  tones  the  safe  generalities  to  be  heard  in 
every  Chamber  of  Commerce  or  Rotary  Club  in  the  land 
— what  good  is  it  ? 

Lent  is  a  good  time  to  look  squarely  at  this  one  word 
and  ask,  “Lord,  is  it  I?” 

Seen  from  Latin  America 

ISHOP  GEORGE  A.  MILLER  sends  a  cablegram 
from  Callao,  Peru,  which  deserves  the  thoughtful 
attention  of  all  Americans.  It  gives  a  view  of  the 
effect  which  the  present  policy  of  intervention  in  Nica¬ 
ragua  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  is  having  in  Latin- 
America.  That  effect  is  not  a  pleasant  thing  for  Amer¬ 
icans  to  contemplate.  Bishop  Miller  wires: 

Nicaragua  intervention  is  producing  interna¬ 
tional  distrust  and  suspicion  all  over  South  Amer¬ 
ica.  It  postpones  Pan-American  agreements  and 
hinders  progress  and  good  will. 

It  has  been  the  dream  of  great  Christian  leaders  im 
recent  years,  among  whom  might  be  mentioned  Bishop 
William  F.  Oldham,  Robert  E.  Speer,  and  the  late 
Bishop  Homer  C.  Stuntz,  that  a  strong  network  of  good 
will  binding  North  and  South  America  should  steadily 
be  woven.  They  have  seen  the  possibility  of  a  new  day  of 
co-operation  and  Christian  helpfulness.  Church  and  mis¬ 
sion  boards  and  multitudes  of  Christian  people  have 
worked  and  given  sacrificially  to  realize  that  great  dream. 
Now  that  dream  is  being  ruined  by  the  policy  of  armed 
intervention  and  occupation  in  small  and  helpless  Latin- 
American  states  such  as  Nicaragua.  Not  only  is  the  good 
name  of  the  United  States  being  jeopardized,  but  also  the 
whole  future  of  this  international  enterprise  of  Christian 
good  will. 

The  Galilean  Accent 

HE  highest  praise  that  can  be  given  to  the  new 
volume  of  Arthur  J.  Gossip’s  sermons.  The  Gal¬ 
ilean  Accent  (Scribners),  is  to  say  that  it  sustains- 
the  remarkable  impression  made  by  his  first  vplume  of  ser¬ 
mons  published  two  years  ago  with  the  title  The  'Edge  of 
the  Crowd.  Of  the  first  sermon  in  that  former  volume 
Bishop  McDowell  said:  “It  is  enough  to  make  a  maa 
immortal.”  The  two  volumes  of  sermons  are  certainly 
enough  to  establish  this  parish  minister  of  Aberdeen  as. 
one  of  the  most  persuasive  and  moving  preachers  of  our 
generation. 

Mr.  Gossip  evokes  in  a  remarkable  way  the  sense  of 
God.  The  one  theme  of  this  volume  is  Jesus  Christ,  and 
on  that  theme  there  are  lavished  a  wealth  of  tender  and 
emotional  feeling,  a  fertile  imagination,  and  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  the  beauty  and  power  of  the  English  language. 

Three  of  Mr.  Gossip’s  favorite  words  are  Idt,  lift,  and 
glow.  No  better  description  of  his  own  preaching  could 
be  given  than  these  words  convey.  Speaking  in  another 
volume  and  in  another  connection  of  preaching,  Mr. 
Gossip  says,  “First  of  all  and  over  all  and  most  of  all 
really  to  preach  must  not  we  have  a  thrilling  feeling  of 
the  greatness  of  our  oflice  and  the  glory  of  the  Master 
and  the  s^plendor  of  our  task?” 

It  is  just  this  thrilling  feeling  which  this  volume  of 
sermons  induce.  The  book  may  be  purchased  from  The 
Methodist  Book  Concern.  L. 
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The  Prodigal  Church 

I.  A  Study  of  the  Church  and  Its  Youth 

By  Samuel  W.  GraflSin 

Religious  Work  Director,  West  Side  T.  M.  C.  A.,  New  York  (Jity 


There  is  one  great  problem  before  the  church. 
There  has  always  been  one  great  problem  before 
the  church.  That  problem  has  always  been  the 
same.  Whenever  and  wherever  it  has  been  answered  prop¬ 
erly  and  adequately,  the  church  has  prospered  and  grown 
in  numbers,  wealth,  and  spiritual  power.  Whenever  and 
wherever  it  has  not  been  so  answered,  there  has  been  spirit¬ 
ual  dearth  and  disaster. 

The  problem  which  the  church  has  faced,  in  every  age 
it  is  facing  to-day.  It  is  a  renewal  of  its  youth  through 
its  youth. 

We  are  daring,  in  these  four  chapters,  to  state  the 
problem  And  indicate  His  treatment  of  it.  Will  you  who 
have  the  training  of  youth  and  the  future  of  the  church 
in  your  hands  hear  me  through?  Then  if  I  am  wrong 
.  .  .  But  if  I  am  right,  the  way  is  clear. 

Now  let  us  state  what  we  consider  the  premises  in 
this  whole  matter  of  the  church  and  youth  and  Jesus’ 
clear  pronouncement  in  the  matter. 

First  let  us  clear  the  way  by  saying  that  we  believe 
there  has  been  no  greater  single  error  in  the  history  of 
preaching  than  the  use  that  has  been  made  of  the  fifteenth 
chapter  of  the  Gospel  according  to  St.  Luke.  Take  two 
illustrations. 

Since  the  days  of  our  childhood  we  have  never  known 
a  “protracted  meeting,”  a  “revival”  or  “special  services” 
to  have  been  held  in  which  there  was  not  at  least  one  ser¬ 


mon  on  “The  Prodigal  Son.”  We  have  heard  bishops, 
Baptists,  Presbyterians,  Methodists,  Congregationalists, 
and  Lutherans  preach  on  the  subject.  We  have  heard 
lay  preachers  and  Salvation  Army  lassies  use  that  won¬ 
derful  story.  Every  one  of  the  sermons  was  exactly  alike. 
There  were  generally  five  points  made. 

First — “Breaking  the  Home  Ties.”  Here  the  vox 
humana  stop  was  pulled  out  all  the  way,  and  the  tears 
were  in  every  eye. 

Secondly — “The  Awful  Consequences  of  Sin” — with 
vivid  pictures  of  this  fine  young  man  in  his  awful  degra¬ 
dation. 

Thirdly — There  was  the  hour  of  repentance  when  he 
“came  to  himself.”  Faith  became  active,  and  the  long 
journey  back  brought  him  in  sight  of  the  Father’s  house 
where — 

Fourthly — The  tender  heavenly  Father  received  the 
sinner,  and  all  goes  merry  as  a  marriage  bell. 

Fifthly  and  finally — There  was  one  “grand  slam”  at 
the  Elder  Brother. 

Illustration  No.  Two.  Twenty-five  years  ago  we  were 
appointed  to  a  downtown  church.  It  was  empty  and 
broke.  There  were  plenty  of  people  and  there  was  lots 
of  church,  or  maybe  it  would  be  better  to  say  that  there 
was  plenty  of  church  and  lots  of  people,  but  they  had  no 


March  10,  im  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


187 


relation  to  each  other.  So  we  decided  that  the  first  job 
would  be  to  fill  the  church.  We  procured  a  stereopticon, 
j  bought  a  fine  lot  of  Bible  slides,  and  began  to  teach  the 
Bible,  with  the  use  of  the  stereopticon,  at  the  Sunday 
night  services,  the  church  being  filled  solidly  full. 

In  time  other  ministers  heard  of  this  and  came  to  ask 
if  they  might  rent  the  aforesaid  lantern  slides  to  try  on 
their  empty  churches.  To  this  we  agreed,  because  it  paid 
for  the  slides  and  enabled  us  to  buy  more  for  our  own 
work,  as  well  as  giving  them  a  helping  hand. 

Without  exception  their  first  demand  was  for  the  story 
of  The  Prodigal  Son.”  The  bare  idea  that  that  story 
was  but  a  part  of  a  very  much  greater  and  more  im¬ 
portant  whole  did  not  seem  to  occur  to  one  of  them,  any 
more  than  it  did  to  us.  The  fact  is 
that  neither  they  nor  we  had  sat 
down  honestly  to  see  what  the  Fif¬ 
teenth  Chapter  of  St.  Luke  said  or 
meant  or  the  place  that  it  occupied 
in  the  great  teaching  program  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

Now  for  our  first  premise.  It 
IS  this.  The  answer  to  our  whole 
youth  question  is  in  that  chapter 
(Luke  fifteen).  We  believe  that 
Jesus  intended  it  as  His  great  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  church  about  its  lost 
youth. 

Our  second  premise  is  that  when 
the  church  corrects  its  age-old  er¬ 
rors  which  Jesus  so  definitely  pointed 
out  in  that  chapter,  as  being  the  matter  with  the  church 
of  His  day,  our  greatest  difficulty  will  be  cleared  up  so 
that  we  will  be  able  to  go  to  other  and  advanced  po¬ 
sitions  of  world  kingdom  enterprise. 

Our  conclusion  is,  .  .  .  but  let  us  stop  and  look 

at  what  this  wonderful  chapter,  the  greatest  chapter 
in  the  New  Testament,  we  firmly  believe,  at  least  with 
reference  to  the  youth  problem,  really  has  to  say.  If 
our  interpretation  is  wrong,  then  everything  that  we 
shall  say  hereafter  is  wrong.  As  James  Bryce  has  so 
clearly  pointed  out :  “Where  premises  are  wrong,  con¬ 
clusions  are  bound  to  be  erroneous.”  If  we  are  right.? 

•  .  .  But  hear  me. 

As  ive  understand  this  chapter,  Jesus  is  talking  to 
a  lot  of  renegade  young  Jews;  wild  boys,  “publicans 
and  sinners,”  flouters  of  synagogue  and  law.  The  church, 
incensed  at  His  interest  in  and  relationship  with  them, 
murmurs,  saying,  “This  man  receiveth  sinners  and  eat- 
eth  with  them.” 

These  young  men  are  Jews,  all  Jews:  absolutely  not 
one  of  them  uncircumcised,  probably  not  one  who  has 
not  at  the  age  of  twelve  been  formally  inducted  into  the 
life  and  worship  of  the  synagogue,  as  the  rigid  Jewish 
custom  was ;  but  they  have  gotten  away,  and  now  they 
liear  the  rich,  full,  authoritative  spiritual  message  of 
Jesus  in  His  street  preaching,  and  they  “draw  near  unto 
him,”  bringing  down  upon  themselves  and  Him  the  harsh 
criticism  of  the  Pharisees  and  scribes. 

Grasping  this  whole  situation  and  its  vital  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  church  of  His  day,  and  every  day,  Jesus 
turned  and  preached,  not  to  publicans  and  sinners,  but 
to  Pharisees  and  scribes — the  church — His  great  ser¬ 
mon  on  “Lost  Youth.” 

His  sermon  is  on  the  four  types  of  youth  that  are 
lost  by  the  church:  Why,  How  and  Where,  and  having 


set  this  forth  so  clearly,  it  always  has  been  and  is  the 
duty  of  the  church  to  correct  the  errors  which  He  so 
definitely  pointed  out. 

The  “Muttonhead” 

The  first  type  of  lost  youth  indicated  by  the  Master 
in  His  great  pronouncement  is  the  Muttonhead — the 
Sheep.  Of  all  the  dumb  and  difficult  things  on  the 
face  of  this  earth  nothing  exceeds  a  sheep.  “All  we  like 
sheep  have  gone  astray,”  is  the  last  word  in  description. 
The  saddest  comment  on  the  human  race  that  God  or 
man  has  ever  been  able  to  make  is  that  the  great  pas¬ 
tors  of  all  time  have  been  called  “shepherds.”  There  is 
no  place  for  the  cowboy  in  God’s  work  for  men.  The 

Shepherd,  and  the  Shepherd  alone, 
seems  to  be  capable  of  guiding  this 
dull  and  dumb  race  to  the  pastures 
of  love  and  the  fold  of  God. 

T.he  sheep  of  which  Jesus  spoke 
are  numerically  in  a  vast  majority. 
He  speaks  of  one  lost  coin,  one  lost 
boy,  one  elder  brother — but  one 
hundred  sheep.  That  only  one  of 
these  exceedingly  dumb  members  of 
the  fold  wandered  away  is  only  in¬ 
cidental  ;  the  rest  probably  did  later. 
The  point  that  the  Master  is  mak¬ 
ing  is  that  it  did  not  have  sense 
enough,  knowledge  enough,  capacity 
for  a  return.  It  could  not  find  the 
wa}'  home. 

The  “Dead  One” 

Phe  second  type  of  lost  youth  which  Jesus  so  vividly 
paints  is  the  Dead  One:  the  dead  young  soul  that  did 
not  get  out  of  the  congregation  or  household  at  all.  He 
is  very  precious.  He  used  the  illustration  of  the  coin 
from  the  woman’s  dower  band.  It  is  inert.  It  is  dead. 
It  is  still  within  the  house  of  God,  but  it  has  no  spirit¬ 
ual  life.  It  is  just  as  effectively  lost  as  if  it  were  “out 
on  the  mountain  cold  and  bare”  along  with  the  Mutton¬ 
head.' 

Now  having  described  the  Dumb  Youth  and  the  Dead 
\  outh  who  are  lost  to  the  church,  Jesus  turns  to  give 
a  vivid  description  of  two  live  ones. 

High  Strung  Youth  and  Its  Desires 

The  first  of  these  is  a  wild,  high-strung,  imaginative 
boy  who  asks  something  of  the  church :  rather  he  demands 
it,  and  the  church  responds  and  gives  so  lavishly,  so 
effectively,  that  he  can  never  forget  the  nature,  abun¬ 
dance,  adequacy,  or  comfort  of  the  Father’s  house. 

This  lad  craves  more  things  than  the  church  realizes 
that  it  has  to  give.  He  wants  some  “good  clothes,”  he 
wants  some  “jewelry,”  some  “yellow  shoes,”  some  big 
eats,  some  “merry  music.”  In  other  words,  he  wants 
life,  and  the  church  does  not  realize  that  it  can  give  him 
those  things  and  still  be  “consistent.”  So  it  lets  him  get 
to  the  F ar  Country  seeking  these  things ;  wasting  his 
church-given  values  in  a  quest  for  that  which  all  too  late 
the  church  realizes  that  it  did  have,  and  have  for  him. 

The  fourth  one  of  these  fine  young  people  lost  to  the 
church,  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  is  described  by 
Jesus  as  the  Elder  Brother. 

Jesus  paints  the  church  in  deathless  colors,  as  an 
anxious  shepherd,  a  distracted  woman,  a  broken-hearted 
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father,  and  a  pleading  old  man,  seeking  the  restoration 
of  treasures  that  need  never  have  been  lost.  The  church 
had  lost  them  only  because  of  great  neglects  which 
were  the  indictment  of  the  church  of  His  day,  as  it  is  the 
tragedy  of  ours.  Youth  had  turned  its  back  upon  the 
church,  but  was  eager  to  hear  Him. 

Those  three  neglects  are,  the  failure  to  provide: 

1.  A  careful  instruction  of  youth. 

2.  A  spiritual  life  for  youth. 

3.  A  social  opportunity  within  the  church  for  the 
imaginative  and  restless. 

Is  this  what  the  Master  says?  Is  this  introduction 
correct?  Are  our  folds  still  full  of  uninstructed  boys 
and  girls  who  do  not  even  know  what  the  church  means 
or  the  Bible  or  salvation  or  Christ?  When  they  wander 
away,  are  they  incapable  of  returning  because  they  do 
not  even  know  what  or  where  the  King’s  Highway  of  Holi¬ 
ness  is?  Have  we  still  a  mass  of  young  people  who  are 


pure  silver  as  far  as  their  morality  is  concerned,  but 
dead  and  inert,  helpless  and  lost  spiritually  right  within 
the  church? 

Are  we  allowing  our  young  people  to  escape  into  the 
Far  Country  because  of  some  rigid  rules  laid  down  for 
an  age  long  past  by  men  who  never  did  express  the  abun¬ 
dant  love  and  life  of  Jesus  Christ?  Have  we  still  in 
our  Christian  Endeavor  Societies,  Epworth  Leagues,  Sun¬ 
day  schools  or  official  boards  thousands  of  Elder  Brothers 
and  Sisters  to  whom  the  church  is  nothing  more  than  a 
place  of  service  and  services,  and  who  come  and  work 
through  love  and  loyalty  for  an  enterprise  that  offers 
them  no  spring  or  source  of  joy  and  life? 

If  Jesus  knew  what  He  was  talking  about  and  said 
what  we  believe  He  said,  then  these  things  must  be  cor¬ 
rected,  In  the  three  succeeding  chapters  we  hope  to 
point  out  some  of  the  ways. 

( A  second  article  on  this  theme  will  he  published  next 
week.) 


FOR  THE  LENTEN  SEASON 


Sin  in  the  Preaching  of  To-day 


By  W.  Mackintosh  Mackay,  D'.D. 

Sherbrooke  United  Free  Church,  Olaagow,  Scotland 


Dr.  stalker  tells  somewhere  of  an  incident 
which  he  says  helped  him  more  to  preach  than 
whole  books  of  homiletics.  He  was  a  student  at 
the  time,  and  had  just  been  preaching  in  some  remote 
parish,  his  subject  being  “Sin.”  On  the  Monday  his 
farmer-host  drove  him  to  the  station,  a  distance  of  some 
miles.  On  the  way  he  recurred  to  the  sermon  he  had 
heard  on  the  previous  day.  “Yes,”  he  said,  “Sin,  sin! 
I  wish  we  had  another  name  for  it,  for  the  word  has  be¬ 
come  so  common  that  the  thing  no  longer  pierces  our 
conscience.”  “That  remark,”  said  Dr.  Stalker,  “showed 
me  the  value  of  using  fresh,  living  words  in  preaching, 
instead  of  employing  the  wornout  phraseology  of  the 
past.” 

There  was  value  in  such  a  lesson ;  but  perhaps  even 
a  better  one  would  have  been  the  importance  of  setting 
“the  thing  called  sin”  in  such  a  fresh,  arresting  way  that, 
whatever  the  language  used,  it  could  not  fail  to  “pierce 
the  conscience.” 

It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  this  is  not  an  easy 
task  to-day.  The  doctrine  of  sin  is  no  longer  so  easy 
to  preach  as  it  was  to  an  earlier  generation.  “The  higher 
man,”  says  Sir  Oliver  Lodge,  “is  not  worrying  about  his 
sins  to-day;  still  less  about  their  punishment.” 

One  of  our  dramatic  critics,  Mr.  Walkley,  has  de¬ 
clared  that  “Lady  Macbeth  would  to-day  be  ordered  off 
to  Marienbad,”  It  is  perhaps  doubtful  whether  she 
would  find  a  cure  there.  Still,  I  think  there  is  little 
doubt  that  the  spirit  of  the  age  has  changed  in  regard 
to  this  matter. 

How,  then,  can  we  make  sin  a  fresh  and  vital  reality 
to  the  man  of  to-day? 

I  would  say,  in  the  first  place,  by  dwelling  more  on 
the  human  side  of  sin.  Sin  is  a  theological  word.  Its 


chief  reference  is  to  God,  and  it  is  right,  therefore,  that 
in  the  end  we  should  think  of  that.  But  the  modern 
man  is  apt  to  be  little  impressed  with  that  side  of  it, 
partly  because  God  is  not  a  vivid  reality  in  his  life.  As 
Tolstoi  says,  “The  modern  man  has  lost  the  sense  of 
God,”  and,  therefore,  the  statement  that  “God  is  angry 
with  the  sinner  every  day”  does  not  impress  him  as  it 
used  to  do.  If  it  does,  he  does  not  believe  that  God  will 
punish  him  in  “that  fierce,  vindictive  way  in  which  the 
theologians  have  declared  He  will.”  God  is  not  a  bogey 
to  frighten  us,  but  a  kindly  disposed  Father  who  will 
forgive  our  sins  for  the  asking  and  not  “reward  us  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  transgressions.”  The  universal  Father¬ 
hood  of  God  as  it  is  preached  to-day  (and  I  believe  rightly 
preached)  has  undoubtedly  this  effect  on  the  minds  of 
some  men,  that  it  makes  them  lull  their  consciences  to 
sleep  on  the  pillow  of  divine  compassion. 

Such  an  unethical  conception  of  God  must  be  met 
by  the  facts  of  life.  Sin  must  be  presented  as  a  reality 
of  experience.  It  must  be  shown  to  be  a  fact  of  life  that 
“the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  against  all  unrighteous¬ 
ness  of  men.”  And  this  can  be  done  by  pointing  out 
that  the  facts  of  experience  are  against  the  sentimental 
view  of  God  to  which  I  have  referred.  Sin,  as  I  have 
said,  is  the  disease  of  the  soul. 

Sin  is  disease;  and  as  sudh  it  attacks  the  three  con¬ 
tinents  of  human  nature — the  body,  the  mind,  and  the 
spirit.  Sin  attacks  the  body.  The  brand  of  Cain  which 
it  leaves  on  the  bodies,  sometimes  on  the  very  faces  of  its 
victims,  is  a  proof  that  it  is  an  unnatural  thing:  some¬ 
thing  in  opposition  to  God’s  laws  of  health.  Modern 
medical  science  has  written  this  lesson  out  for  us  in  letters 
of  fire.  Our  hospitals,  especially  our  Lock  Hospitals, 
our  asylums,  and  our  streets,  all  proclaim  the  truth  that 
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“he  that  sinneth  wrongeth  his  own  soul,”  that  “all  that 
hate  me,  love  death.” 

Sin  also  attacks  the  mind.  “A  slaughter-house  style 
of  criticism,”  says  Emerson,  “is  the  product  of  a  charnel- 
house  type  of  thought.”  Much  of  the  morbidity  of 
present-day  writing  is  due  to  the  fact  that  its  authors 
are  men  of  unclean  life. 

Sin  also  attacks  the  spirit,  or  the  religious  faculty. 
Newman  has  a  great  sermon  on  the  “Moral  Consequence 
of  Single  Sins.”  He  points  out  that  certain  diseases  are 
more  dangerous  in  the  sequel®  than  in  themselves.  Thus, 
for  example,  rheumatic  fever  may  leave  behind  a  morbid 
condition  in  the  heart ;  or  pleurisy  may  induce  a  tubercu¬ 
losis  in  the  lungs ;  and  so  a  sin  may  seemingly  be  got 
over  and  yet  leave  behind  a  fatal  weakness  in  the  spir¬ 
itual  nature. 

In  the  end  sin  invades  the  whole  man.  Its  ramifica¬ 
tions,  as  Martensen  says,  are  endless.  Sin  is  always 
“Legion.”  But  its  end  is  one — the  dissolution  of  the 
whole  nature.  Body,  soul,  and  spirit  are  alike  involved 
in  common  ruin.  This  is  what  we  see  all  around  us,  and 
in  view  of  it,  “the  wrath  of  God”  cannot  be  explained 
away  by  any  false  conception  of  His  Fatherhood. 

In  this  connection  I  may  quote  a  remark  which  I 
once  heard  Professor  Drummond  make  at  a  conference- 
in  Glasgow  on  “The  Preaching  for  the  Age.”  The  con¬ 
ference  had  been  gathered  in  honor  of  Dr.  Joseph  Parker, 
who  was  visiting  the  city.  His  contribution  to  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  crystallized  in  a  memorable  sentence,  “The 
preaching  for  the  age  is  a  preaching  to  broken  hearts.” 
It  was  Drummond,  however,  who  gave  the  most  thought- 
provoking  suggestions,  when  he  said  that  the  difference 
between  the  present  age  and  the  past  seemed  to  him  to 
be  this:  In  the  past  it  was  the  guilt  of  sin  that  was 
the  preponderating  thought  in  the  minds  of  the  convicted  : 
in  the  present  it  was  the  power  of  sin. 

The  conception  of  sin  as  spiritual  disease  teaches  us 
that  the  only  true  way  to  health  of  soul  lies  through  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  cross  as  something  far  more  than  a 
merely  moral  influence.  If  the  cross  is  to  be  the  true 
brazen  serpent  to  us,  it  must  be  our  atonement.  It  must 
reach  out  divine  hands  to  us  and  make  us  one  with  God. 


For  what  is  the  deep  root  out  of  which  all  the  multi¬ 
form  manifestations  of  sin  upspring.?  It  is  the  want  of 
God,  Sin,  as  Augustine  has  said,  is  privative.  It  is  the 
privation  of  God,  As  an  old  mystic  has  said:  “Every¬ 
thing  rests  in  the  condition  in  which  it  was  bom.  If  a 
bird  falls  into  the  water,  it  dies.  If  a  fish  is  lifted  into 
the  air,  it  dies.  Throw  a  stone  up  to  the  heavens  and 
it  returns  to  the  earth,  for  the  earth  is  its  fatherland. 
God  is  our  Fatherland,  and  if  we  live  outside  of  God  we, 
too,  must  die.” 

But  our  present  purpose  is  not  to  deal  with  the  rem¬ 
edy,  but  to  create  the  consciousness  of  the  disease.  One 
of  the  worsf  symptoms  of  disease  is  to  have  no  symptom. 
Insensibility  is  the  precursor  of  death,  and  the  first  task  of 
the  evangelist  of  to-day  is  to  create  symptoms,  or  rather 
to  bring  to  clear  consciousness  things  which,  lie  half- 
buried  in  his  hearer’s  subconsciousness,  but  which  must 
be  brought  clearly  into  the  light  before  a  real  work  of 
conversion  can  be  achieved.  And  to  accomplish  this  “law- 
work,”  as  the  old  divines  called  it,  we  believe  it  is  the 
human  side  of  sin  that  must  be  usually  emphasized. 

We  do  not  say  it  is  so  always ;  we  do  not  forget  that 
there  may  be  a  conviction  of  sin  by  the  presentation 
of  Christ  alone  to  the  conscience. 

Thus,  when  Jesus  stood  before  the  accusers  of  the 
woman  taken  in  adultery,  in  the  Gospel  story,  “being  con¬ 
victed  in  their  own  conscience,”  as  it  would  seem  by  the 
moral  beauty  of  His  presence  alone,  they  crept  away 
silent  and  abashed. 

So  the  moral  beauty  of  Christ’s  love  presented  to  the 
imagination  of  a  self-centered  or  sin-depraved  soul  may 
quicken  within  it,  as  in  the  case  of  Peter,  a  deep  sense 
of  unworthiness. 

As  a  general  rule,  I  believe  the  sense  of  sin  will  be 
more  easily  induced  by  the  method  I  have  outlined.  John 
the  Baptist  must  first  be  heard  saying:  “The  axe  is  laid 
to  the  root  of  the  tree.  Every  tree,  therefore,  that 
bringeth  not  forth  good  fruit  must  be  cut  down  and 
cast  into  the  fire,”  before  the  soul  can  listen,  with  the 
deepest  advantage,  to  his  second  message,  “Behold 
the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
world.” 


Some  Folks  in  Our  Church 

The  Little  Girl  Who  Comes  to  Church 


By  Hubert 

HE  is  eleven  years  old  and  she  always  sits  near  the 
front  on  the  left-hand  side.  The  parson  expects 
her,  and  it  is  hard  on  the  sermon  if  mumps  or 
chickenpox  or  a  cold  keeps  her  away. 

She  has  two  dresses  which  appear  on  alternate  Sun¬ 
days.  One  of  them  is  blue,  the  other  white.  It  is  part 
of  the  ritual.  There  is  a  vacancy  when  she  is  not  there. 

She  is  a  part  of  the  service.  She  sings,  not  always 
quite  up  to  time.  Sometimes  a  stray  note  comes  trailing 
along  a  bit  late,  and  the  child’s  voice  stands  out.  She 
joins  in  the  responses.  She  listens  to  the  sermon,  which 
makes  her  place  secure  in  the  parson’s  heart.  He  has 
learned  which  part  of  the  sermon  she  appreciates,  and 
which  fails  to  strike  fire. 

The  parson  picks  her  out  as  a  sort  of  mental  test. 
She  is  the  test  of  his  sermon.  He  has  learned  that  the 
sermon  which  does  not  hold  her  attention  is  not  much  of 


C.  Herring 

a  sermon.  He  has  learned  that  big  Latin  words  are  really 
not  words  at  all,  that  the  only  words  which  deserve  a 
place  in  the  dictionary  are  words  which  she  can  under¬ 
stand.  He  is  certain  that  the  profound  analyses  of  ab¬ 
struse  theological  points  with  which  he  would  fain  adorn 
his  sermons  are  not  nearly  so  profound  as  he  had  thought. 
The  little  girl  in  the  blue  dress  (it  was  white  last  Sunday) 
teaches  him. 

She  finds  plenty  of  things  to  do  in  our  cuhrch.  She 
helps  arrange  tables  for  parties.  She  sings  in  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  choir.  The  Christmas  pageant  is  her  hour  of  glory. 
She  sings  then  and  marches  with  the  rest.  She  carries 
her  gift  to,  the  Child  of  Bethlehem,  and  her  voice  carries 
the  words  which  have  blessed  nineteen  centuries. 

It  is  her  church,  hers  by  every  test.  Hers  above  all 
because  of  what  she  puts  into  it  of  life  and  freshness  and 
promise. 
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Communications  Concerning  Articles 


Professor  RalUs 

“  Creed  of  Jesus  ” 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Advocate  for  January  18,  1927,  ap¬ 
peared  a  two-page  article  bearing  this  cap¬ 
tion.  It  undertook  to  present  the  creed  of 
Jesus  summarized  from  the  prayer  He  gave 
His  disciples.  The  creed  of  Jesus  as  there 
outlined  includes:  Divine  Fatherhood,  His 
providence.  His  goodness,  the  supreme  worth 
of  His  will.  His  forgiving  grace,  our  duty 
of  sonship  and  brotherhood,  and  the  King¬ 
dom.  which  is  the  family  of  God.  There  are 
several  considerations  that  deserve  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  thinking  men  and  women  in  this  con¬ 
nection. 

First  of  all,  we  are  constrained  to  challenge 
the  use  of  the  word  “creed”  to  describe  any¬ 
thing  in  the  consciousness  of  Jesus.  Jesus 
did  not  believe.  Jesus  knew.  He  says  in  the 
Synoptics:  “Neither  knoweth  any  man  the 
Father  save  the  Son.”  He  says  in  John: 
“We  speak  that  we  do  know  and  testify  that 
we  have  seen.”  He  says  again  in  John:  “In 
my  Father’s  house  are  many  mansions:  if  not 
I  would  have  told  you.”  This  statement  of 
Jesus  describes  His  inner  religious  conscious¬ 
ness  as  one  of  dominating  certainty  far  re¬ 
moved  from  what  can  be,  legitimately,  named 
a  creed.  But  if  we  are  to  speak  of  a  creed 
of  Jesus,  why  not  include  in  it  every  major 
affirmation  that  He  made  concerning  the  spir¬ 
itual  invisibles?  Professor  Rail  has  really 
given  an  abbreviation  of  the  creed  of  Jesus 
that  harmonizes  with  his  own  point  of  view. 
He  might  have  called  it  “That  part  of  the 
creed  of  Jesus  which  is  acceptable  to  me.” 

We  made  some  few  months  ago  a  careful 
study  of  the  self-consciousness  of  Jesus,  di¬ 
viding  it  into  two  classification:  (1)  the 
Synoptics;  (2)  St.  John.  From  this  study 
we  undertake  to  set  down  more  adequately 
the  invisible  spiritual  realities  which  Jesus 
affirmed.  First,  from  the  Synoptics;  second, 
from  John’s  Gospel. 

THE  SYNOPTICS 

1.  Jesus  believed  that  the  Old  Testament 
Scriptures  were  full  of  His  person.  His  com¬ 
ing,  His  ministry.  His  death.  His  resurrec¬ 
tion  and  final  glory.  There  are  twenty-five 
such  references  in  the  Synoptics. 

2.  Jesus  believed  that  His  death  was  di¬ 
vinely  ordained  as  a  ransom  for  the  sins  of 
the  world.  There  are  sixteen  Synoptic  pas¬ 
sages  in  which  His  death  is  thus  related. 

3.  Jesus  believed  that  He  would  return  to 
this  world  in  the  glory  of  the  Father,  to  raise 
the  dead,  establish  judgment,  and  bring  in  the 
kingdom  of  God.  There  are  nineteen  such 
passages  in  the  Synoptics. 

4.  Jesus  believed  that,  beyond  the  judg¬ 
ment,  humanity  would  stand  divided  into  the 
saved  and  the  lost.  This  idea  is  expressed 
repeatedly  in  the  Synoptics;  our  study  of  the 
self-consciousness  of  Jesus,  from  which  we 
are  quoting,  does  not  show  just  how  many 
times. 

6.  Jesus  believed  that  He  was  the  unique 
Son  of  God.  In  the  Synoptics  He  refers  to 
God  as  “My  Father”  twenty-seven  times,  and 
claims  unique  relation  to  God  nine  other 
times. 

6.  Jesus  believed  Himself  to  wield  all  au¬ 
thority  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  He  believed 
that  in  His  incarnate  state  He  had  under 
God  an  absolute  authority  over  nature,  and 
that  He  spoke  the  truth  with  a  moral  finality 
that  was  more  sure  than  the  very  frame  of 
nature.  These  ideas  come  to  expression  in 
the  Synoptics  more  than  a  score  of  times. 

7.  Jesus  believed  that  He  could  be  super- 
naturally  present  with  His  followers  during 
the  period  of  their  ministry  and  of  His 
physical  absence  with  His  followers  during 
the  period  of  their  ministry  and  of  His  phys¬ 
ical  absence  from  them.  Matt.  28.  20. 

ADDITIONS  FROM  THE  SELF-CON¬ 
SCIOUSNESS  OF  JESUS  AS  GIVEN 
IN  THE  FOURTH  GOSPEL 

8.  Jesus  believed  that  He  shared  with  the 
Father  the  ages  of  His  creative  work.  John 

5.  17. 


9.  Jesus  believed  that  He  was  the  perfect 
revelation  of  God ;  that  to  have  seen  Him 
was  to  have  seen  God.  John  14.  9. 

10.  Jesus  believed  that  His  spiritual  pres¬ 
ence  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  promised  in  the 
Synoptics,  would  be  more  significant  them  His 
physical  presence  had  been.  John  16.  7  and 
context. 

11.  Jesus  believed  that  He  had  lived  age- 
lessly  with  God,  and  had  shared  the  divine 
glory,  which  now  (the  time  of  His  death) 
was  soon  to  be  restored  to  Him.  John  17.  6. 

12.  Jesus  believed  that  to  behold  this  His 
eternal  glory,  the  glory  of  the  eternal  love 
of  God  for  God  that  had  been  before  all 
worlds,  was  the  goal  of  all  creation  and  his¬ 
tory.  John  17.  24. 

13.  Jesus  believed  that  He  was  for  men 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life;  that  to  dwell 
in  Him,  and  have  His  life  dwelling  in  them, 
was  salvation,  and  the  only  salvation.  John 
14  and  15. 

14.  Jesus  believed  that  His  own  ageless 
unity  in  God  is  the  norm  of  man’s  unity  in 
Him,  and  that  his  unity  with  Him  is  salva¬ 
tion.  John  17.  22,  2.3. 

16.  Jesus  believed  that  spiritual  rebirth,  a 
supernatural  relation  to  Him  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  was  necessary  before  one  could  ap¬ 
preciate  the  values  and  meaning  of  His  king¬ 
dom.  John  3.  1-8. 

We  do  not  offer  this  as  a  complete  outline 
of  the  affirmations  of  Jesus  concerning  the 
invisible  spiritual  realities  upon  which  life 
must  build;  but  it  does  at  least  give  the  cen¬ 
tral  and  peculiar  emphasis  of  His  gospel, 
which  Professor  Rail’s  outline  entirely  omits. 
If  Jesus’  affirmations  had  been  no  bigger,  no 
more  original  than  Professor  Rail’s  summary 
present  them,  He  would  have  been  little  in 
advance  of  the  broader-minded  Jews  and 
pagans  of  the  empire,  and  could  no  more 
have  saved  the  world  than  those  philosophers 
and  teachers  who  approached  very  near  to 
what  Professor  Rail  presents  as  His  creed. 

Finally,  we  could  call  attention  to  one 
other  matter.  Professor  Rail  says  that  the 
“loud  protest  against  creeds  is  not  heard  so 
much  to-day  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago.” 
We  reply  there  never  was  a  protest  against 
creeds  except  among  those  who  either  echoed 
the  hostility  of  aggressive  unbelief  or  among 
those  who,  however  great  may  have  been  their 
learning,  held  a  superficial  point  of  view  of 
life.  Creeds  are  a  necessity  of  big  living; 
only  men  \iho  live  small  and  think  in  the 
finites  can  think  and  live  without  a  creed. 
It  is  simply  a  fact  that  the  soul  of  man 
is  infinite  and  the  facts  of  life  are  finite: 
and,  therefore,  that  man  is  under  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  enlarging  his  universe  by  faith.  Only 
those  who  live  and  think  in  the  finite  could 
feel  a  hostility  to  creeds. 

The  beauty  of  the  Christian  creed  is  that 
it  expresses  in  outline  the  testimony  of  an¬ 
other  age  to  the  truth  that  once  in  human 
history  the  facts  of  one  Life  were  as  Infinite 
as  the  thirsts  of  the  soul.  The  creed  thus 
is  much  more  than  an  individual  affair.  It 
is  the  basis  of  a  community  life.  The  church 
is  a  fellowship  of  men  and  women  who  are 
building  their  lives  upon  the  belief  that  there 
has  come  into  human  history  an  ahswer  to 
the  longings  of  the  soul;  a  life  as  infinite 
as  the  infinites  for  which  we  sigh;  a  death 
as  all-redeeming  as  the  burden  of  our  guilt 
and  woe.  It  seems  strange  that  in  this  period 
of  social  emphasis  Professor  Rail  should  have 
missed  the  social  significance  of  the  Christian 
creeds.  The  Christian  creed  is  at  once  the 
basis  and  central  affirmation;  the  foundation 
and  supreme  ministry  of  the  Christian  church. 
The  breath  of  the  infinite  is  breathed  anew 
into  every  succeeding  generation  out  of  the 
records  of  that  infinite  life  lived  in  Galilee 
and  Judea  two  thousand  years  ago. 

Creeds  may  indeed  be  also  an  individual 
faith;  but  they  become  this  when  the  indi¬ 
vidual  accepts  them  at  the  hands  of  the 
church,  and  receives  them  vitalized  into  his 
own  being  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Then  in  him  the  Christ  of  Bethlehem,  of 
Galilee,  of  Good  Friday,  of  Easter,  and  of 
Pentecost  becomes  a  living  presence  and  a 
personal  Saviour. 


Jesus  believed  (knew)  the  truth  of  these 
supreme  redemptive  and  charismatic  rela¬ 
tions  and  no  statement  of  His  point  of  view 
can  approach  either  scholarship  or  honesty 
which  omits  them. 

Harold  Paul  Sloax. 

Haddonfleld,  N.  J. 

The  Reserve  Pension 

Plan  and  Mammonism 

To  the  Editor: 

In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Advocate,  Dr.  Ray 
Allen,  in  his  article,  “Money  and  Methodism,” 
has  some  good  things  to  say,  as  he  usually 
does.  But  concerning  the  Reserve  Pension 
Fund  he  widely  misses  the  mark.  His  article 
in  this  respect  is  grossly  misleading.  He  has 
terrible  visions  and  fear  of  his  church  with 
vast  funds  piled  up  and  a  ministry  wallow¬ 
ing  in  indulgent  luxury.  He  seems  not  to 
.understand  the  nature  and  purpose  of  the 
Reserve  Pension  Fund  as  the  only  possible 
way  for  our  church  to  pay  in  full  the  con¬ 
tract  which  by  our  pension  system  we  mor¬ 
ally  make  with  every  minister.  Our  church 
does  not  seem  to  consider  this  a  contract, 
for  we  do  what  we  please  or  can  conveniently 
do  about  paying  it  in  full,  and  the  pensioner, 
the  Conference  claimant,  has  no  recourse. 
Apparently  Dr.  Allen  would  have  us  continue 
this  practice.  The  grave  danger  of  Meth¬ 
odism  is  not  the  mammon  it  is  accumulating 
for  payments  of  pensions,  but  the  mammon 
it  is  promising  and  not  paying. 

Dr.  Allen  confuses  reserve  funds  with  en¬ 
dowment  funds.  Our  present  pension  per¬ 
manent  funds  are  endowment  funds.  Even 
though  he  is  so  fearful  of  endowments,  would 
he  advocate,  with  our  present  inadequate  pen¬ 
sion  system,  the  disbursing  of  our  permanent 
funds  with  no  better  provision  to  do  what 
these  funds  help  to  do  in  part?  If  he  is  so 
fearful  of  the  effect  of  endowments,  he  should 
.at  once  convert  his  savings  bank  account  and 
life  insurance  to  tbe  help  of  his  fellow  min¬ 
isters  who  are  trying  to  live  on  the  meager 
pensions  that  most  Conferences  are  now  p.ay- 
ing. 

An  endowment  fund  is  built  up  and  held 
intact,  the  interest  alone  on  which  may  be 
used.  A  reserve  fund  is  composed  of  small 
sums  standing  to  the  credit  of  individual 
ministers,  accumulated  or  accumulating  by 
annual  contributions  of  these  ministers  and 
their  churches  at  compound  interest  to  pro¬ 
vide  their  promised  pension  when  they  must 
retire.  All  insurance  companies,  except 
those  of  a  fraternal,  benevolent  kind  (the 
history  of  which  and  the  experience  of  people 
connected  with  them  is  enough  said),  are 
compelled  to  have  such  reserve  funds  to 
meet  the  contracts  of  their  policies.  They 
do  not  expect  nor  will  the  law  allow  them 
to  attempt  to  make  payments  of  their  policies 
out  of  current  income,  for  it  simply  cannot 
be  done.  Did  they  attempt  it  they  would 
be  compelled  to  do  what  we  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  do  in  pension  matters — pay  what 
they  can  and  let  the  beneficiaries  whistle  for 
the  rest. 

To  start  the  new  plan  there  must  be  a 
large  sum  of  money  raised  to  provide  ade¬ 
quately  for  the  full  payment  of  our  pension 
promises  for  services  rendered  previous  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Reserve  Plan.  This  will 
not  be  a  great  fund  built  up  as  an  endow¬ 
ment  or  surplus  capital,  subject  to  predatory 
desires  and  purposes  of  boards  and  directors, 
a  melon  to  be  cut  for  the  profit  of  the  favored 
few.  This  reserve  fund,  like  the  accumulating 
fund  after  the  adoption  of  the  Reserve  Plan, 
will  be  made  up  of  an  aggregate  of  small 
sums  placed  to  the  credit  of  individual  min¬ 
isters  with  whom  our  church,  by  its  pension 
system,  is  already  under  contract  to  pay  a 
pension  sufficient  to  keep  off  the  spectre  of  a 
poverty-stricken  old  age,  but  for  which  suf¬ 
ficient  provision  to  pay  in  full  has  not  been 
made  and  will  not,  cannot  be  made,  under 
our  present  plan  because  it  would  overburden 
the  church  to  do  so. 

William  H.  Powell. 

Boston,  Mass. 


M^rch  10,  1927  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 

The  American  Negro  and  Religion* 

Eccl.  7.  16. 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


That  the  Negro  is  one  of  the  most  religious  peo¬ 
ples  of  the  world  is  very  well  known  and  frequently 
stated.  Religious  sentiment  controls  practically 
his  entire  life.  He  has  had  to  have  the  church  if  he  was 
voluntarily  to  perform  his  social  duties.  Every  success¬ 
ful  movement  for  his  social  improvement  has  succeeded 
only  by  having  the  church  lined  up  behind  it.  Even  un¬ 
til  this  day  a  very  feeble  appeal  will  be  made  to  him  to 
support  even  his  schools  unless  the  appeal  is  made  and 
his  contribution  paid  through  the  church. 

But  while  it  is  agreed  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  re¬ 
ligious  peoples,  it  is  by  no  means  agreed  as  to  the  social 
value  of  his  religion.  There  are  those  who  regard  his 
intense  religiousness  as  a  great  boon  and  something  which 
by  all  means  is  to  be  preserved  and,  if  possible,  increased. 
The.  salvation  and  future  glory  of  the  race  is  thought 
by  them  to  depend  on  the  tenacity  with  which  he  clings 
to  his  present  religious  ideas  and  practices.  Any  tend¬ 
ency  toward  a  change  in  the  religious  spirit  of  any  group 
of  the  race  is  looked  upon  with  very  grave  concern,  and 
vehemently  denounced.  Religion  itself  is  identified  with 
its  more  primitive  forms  of  emotional  expression.  On 
the  other  hand  there  are  those,  and  especially  among 
the  more  outstanding  social  leaders  of  the  race,  who  re¬ 
gard  the  Negroe’s  intense  religiousness  as  rather  a  seri¬ 
ous  handicap  to  his  social  progress.  His  social  prog¬ 
ress  thus  far  is  thought  to  have  been  achieved  in  spite 
of  his  religiousness.  Some  years  ago  the  late  Booker 
T.  Washington  was  reported  by  the  press  as  saying  that 
the  Negro  had  tried  religion,  and  that  had  not  solved 
his  problem;  now  he  ought  to  try  a  bank  account,  and 
that  will  solve  it.  Some  months  ago,  while  manifesting 
great  practical  interest  in  the  social  and  civic  rights  of 
the  Negro,  Mr.  Clarence  Harrow  was  reported  by  the 
Associated  Press  to  have  told  the  race  in  a  mass  meeting 
in  New  York  that  it  was  “too  blooming  religious.”  Some 
others  of  our  social  leaders  make  similar  statements  pub¬ 
licly,  while  still  others  prefer  to  make  them  privately. 
When  such  criticisms  are  made,  there  are  always  other 
Negroes  who  flay  the  critic  with  the  most  stinging  in¬ 
vectives.  We  frequently  hear  such  epithets  as  “atheist,” 
infidel,”  “heretic,”  and  other  blackguard  approaching 
curse  words.  So  one  class  of  leaders  is  saying  to  the 
race,  “Trust  God  more,”  while  another  set  seems  to  be 
saying,  “Let  God  go.” 

Now  these  men  do  not  always  understand  and  appi-e- 
ciate  each  other’s  standpoint.  Religion  is  always  some¬ 
thing  the  most  sacred,  and  bitterly  resents  all  criticism, 
even  when  it  is  meant  to  be  constructive.  One  is  not  at¬ 
tacking  religion  every  time  one  points  out  an  unpleas¬ 
ant  truth  regarding  it.  But  the  disposition  to  denounce 
those  who  offer  any  kind  of  criticism  of  our  religion  is 
not  a  peculiarly  racial,  but  rather  a  human  character¬ 
istic. 

The  great  social  leaders  who  criticize  our  religion 
do  not,  as  a  rule,  do  it  from  any  desire  to  make  us  athe- 

•Delivered  by  Dean  J.  Leonard  Funner,  Pli.D.,  of  Sam  Huston 
College,  before  tbe  student  body  of  tliat  institution  assembled  during 
Negro  Hittory  Week  of  1927. — Editor. 


ists,  but  because  they,  at  any  rate,  are  convinced  that 
our  social  progress  would  be  more  rapid  if  we  were  less 
superstitiously  and  more  practically  religious — if  we  de¬ 
pended  less  on  God  and  more  on  ourselves  to  do  for  us 
those  things  which  we  can  do  for  ourselves — if  we  spent 
less  time  in  preparing  to  die,  and  more  time  in  preparing 
to  live  a  higher  and  better  life  in  this  world.  It  is  an 
unpleasant  and  uncomfortable  fact  to  admit  that  much 
of  our  religiousness  is  superstition,  and  that  much  of 
our  religion  is  crude.  That  is  what  many  of  our  genuine 
friends  among  the  white  people  say  about  us.  I  quote 
from  a  pamphlet  sent  out  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  the  beginning  of  the  Centenary  period  to  serve 
in  the  churches  as  talking  points  on  the  Negro:  “Statis¬ 
tically  speaking,  the  Negro  is  the  most  religious  of  all 
Americans.  He  must  have  the  church  in  order  to  be  a 
good  citizen.  It  is  the  chief  institutional  achievement 
of  his  race,  the  best  embodiment  of  self-government  and 
of  group  ideals.  .  .  .  But  this  is  often  offset  by  a 

lack  of  practical  Christianity,  lax  morals,  poor  business 
methods,  and  crude  worship.  .  .  .”  This  type  of  re¬ 

ligion,  however,  is  not  peculiar  to  the  Negro,  but  is 
characteristic  of  all  primitive  peoples.  Religion  always 
tends  to  reflect  the  stage  of  cultural  civilization  achieved 
by  a  people.  And  we  should  not  expect  to  find  a  high 
stage  of  religion  among  a  people  low  in  the  scale  of  cul¬ 
tural  development.  Notwithstanding  the  great  deeds  and 
splendid  achievements  of  certain  outstanding  individuals 
of  the  race,  the  Negro  as  a  race  is  still  quite  primitive 
in  comparison  with  the  white  race  (the  white  race  has 
had  nearly  fifteen  hundred  years  the  start  on  him).  The 
more  primitive  a  people  is,  the  more  superstitiously  re¬ 
ligious  it  is.  The  white  race  used  to  be  that  way;  but 
it  has  risen  above  that,  and  is  still  at  least  just  as 
good  Christians  as  we  are.  This  is  the  genius  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  :  it  can  be  developed  so  as  to  meet  the  demands 
of  men  in  any  stage  of  civilization  and  of  any  degree 
of  culture.  And  the  more  a  people  progresses  along  the 
line  of  intelligence,  the  more  cultural  and  elevating  its 
religion  hecomes.  Among  a  primitive  people  the  most 
that  is  required  of  a  religion  is  that  it  satisfies  the 
coarser  emotions ;  but  among  more  civilized  peoples  re¬ 
ligion  is  required  to  satisfy  both  the  cultured  emotions 
and  the  intellect,  and  be  an  inspiration  to  higher  civili- 
zational  endeavors.  Manifestly  if  a  people’s  religion  is 
of  such  a  type  as  to  serve  as  a  damper  rather  than  as 
an  incentive  to  its  highest  social  endeavors  for  this 
world,  that  type  of  religion  is  to  be  deplored  even  though 
it  may  have  to  be  tolerated  for  a  time.  So  what  the 
critics  of  the  Negro’s  religion  ought  to  say  is,  not  that 
he  is  too  religious,  but  that  as  a  race  he  is  too  crudely 
or  naively  religious.  His  religion  needs  a  development 
such  as  it  has  not  yet  received.  Such  a  development 
cannot  come  suddenly.  It  must  come  gradually.  But  it 
must  come  surely.  And  his  religious  development  has 
been  going  on,  most  notably  among  some  of  the  more 
cultured  city  Negroes,  whose  worship  is  as  spiritually, 
culturally,  and  intellectually  edifying  as  one  could  reason- 
ably  desire.  But  the  rank  and  file  of  Negroes  are  ap¬ 
parently  unaffected  by  it.  And  this  development  has 
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been  largely  confined  to  those  denominations  more  or 
less  closely  affiliated  with  white  churches. 

If  a  people’s  religion  does  not  lend  itself  to  develop¬ 
ment,  it  will  either  prevent  their  highest  development 
along  other  lines,  or  will  be  eventually  given  up  for  the 
sake  of  this  other  cultural  and  social  development.  In 
vain  shall  we  try  to  develop  a  people  intellectually  in 
schools,  and  in  life  try  to  keep  its  religious  ideas  and 
practices  identically  the  same  as  before  its  intellectual 
development.  Its  religious  development  must  go  pari 
passu  with  its  intellectual  and  social  development,  or 
it  wUl  eventually  lose  interest  m  its  religion. 

And  we  Negroes  to-day  are  actually  coming  face  to 
face  with  this  situation.  The  race  may  be  roughly  di¬ 
vided  into  two  groups:  the  uneducated,  who  were  reared 
in  communities  in  which  there  was  no  culture  in  the  at- 
'mosphere  and  who  are  greatly  in  the  majority,  and  the 
educated  and  thinking  Negro,  whose  number  is  rapidly 
increasing  as  our  colleges  are  becoming  real  colleges  and 
no  longer  chiefly  training  schools.  The  former  can  ap¬ 
preciate  only  the  more  naive  religious  ideas,  the  cruder 
type  of  religious  worship,  and  are  the  more  primitive 
in  their  religious  emotions  and  practices.  Except  in  the 
comparatively  few  more  cultured  churches,  their  spirit 
is  the  prevailing  spirit  of  the  local  church — so  much  so 
that  many  an  educated  minister  finds  to  his  deep  regret 
that  he  must  throw  much  influence  with  his  congregation. 
This  is  one  of  the  things  which  are  making  it  increas¬ 
ingly  harder  for  us  to  influence  bright  young  college 
fellows  to  accept  the  ministry  as  their  lifework.  The 
latter  can  appreciate  religion  of  a  higher  type,  but  not 
the  religion  of  the  former.  Consequently  they  are  de¬ 
nounced  by  the  former  as  being  spoiled  by  education 
and  no  longer  believing  in  religion.  And  it  is  true  that 
they  are  spoiled  by  education  for  the  appreciation  of  a 
certain  type  of  religion.  Because  they  get  no  edification 
from  the  worship  of  the  former,  they  manifest  a  very 
little  if  any  interest  in  the  local  church.  Not  infrequently 
when  they  would  show  some  interest,  every  effort  is  made 
to  whip  them  into  line  with  the  spirit  of  the  church.  A 
parting  of  company  takes  place.  Then  their  school  is 
blamed  and  sometimes  denounced  for  not  having  kept 
them  interested  in  the  work  of  the  church.  But  it  is 
simply  impossible  for  long  to  train  young  people  intel¬ 
lectually  and  culturally  and  at  the  same  time  keep  them 
deeply  interested  in  the  more  primitive  religious  worship 
and  the  more  antiquated  religious  practices.  These  young 
educated  Negroes  now  going  out  of  the  colleges  are  com¬ 
ing  more  and  more  to  accept  the  misexpressed  judgment 
of  the  critics  referred  to  above,  namely,  that  the  Negro 
is  too  religious  for  his  highest  social  development.  So 
the  cleavage  is  being  drawn  closer  and  closer.  The  die 
is  about  to  be  cast.  And  something  not  entirely  unlike 
a  religious  rebellion  on  the  part  of  the  educated  Negro 
youth  is  fomenting. 

This  has  both  its  good  and  its  evil  aspects.  The 
good  is  that  if  our  young  educated  Negroes  stand  by  the 
church,  they  will  hasten  the  race’s  religious  development. 
If  they  have  eyes  to  see  and  should  see,  they  will  see  that 
if  they  stand  by  the  church  it  is  only  a  matter  of  a  short 
time  before  they  will  have  the  deciding  voice  in  the  Negro 
church.  But  if  they  hold  themselves  aloof  from  the  church 
with  an  air  of  aristocracy  because  they  frequently  receive 
cold  shoulders  from  those  now  in  control,  our  much-needed 
religious  development  will  be  indefinitely  postponed.  And, 
on  the  other  hand,  in  order  for  the  church  to  hold  our 


young  educated  people  to  itself  it  will  have  to  make  itself 
more  attractive  to  them,  even  though  to  do  so  many  a 
pulpit  will  have  to  be  declared  vacant  to  give  place  to 
more  intelligent  and  forward-looking  men.  The  evil  is 
that  our  young  educated  people  may  come  to  identify 
religion  itself  with  certain  of  its  more  popular  primitive 
expressions  as  prevail  among  us ;  and  because  these  ex¬ 
pressions  are  distasteful,  religion  itself  will  become  ob¬ 
noxious  to  them :  they  will  lose  their  appreciation  for  the 
personal  and  social  value  of  religion  as  such ;  and  when 
that  happens,  they  will  turn  socially  radical.  What  they 
are  demanding  to-day  is  a  higher  and  a  more  elevating 
type  of  religion.  If  they  are  caused  to  despair  of  getting 
that,  they  will  become  indifferent,  not  to  say  inimical, 
toward  religion  itself.  Already  there  is  apparent  an  un¬ 
comfortable  degree  of  the  radical  spirit  among  many  of 
them.  No  type  of  address  seems  more  popular  to  them 
than  that  which  denounces  and  makes  merry  over  the 
simple  beliefs  by  which  their  fathers  have  lived  and  died. 
I  say  it  seriously,  this  is  to  .be  deeply  regretted.  No 
matter  how  primitive  it  may  have  been,  religion  has  been 
the  salvation  of  the  Negro  thus  far;  and  we  believe  it 
will  be  henceforth.  Without  the  firm  hope  which  his  simple 
faith  in  God  instilled  within  him,  American  slavery  would 
have  crushed  the  very  soul  and  manhood  out  of  him.  And 
without  this  hope  and  faith  in  God  to  fight  his  battles, 
the  Negro,  coming  up  out  of  slavery  and  ofttimes  so  un¬ 
justly  treated  by  his  neighbors,  would  have  attempted 
to  fight  his  own  battles  at  a  time  when  patience  and 
humility  were  the  only  prudent  thing ;  or,  having  no  hope 
for  anything  better,  he  would  have  slowly  but  surely  per¬ 
ished  in  the  midst  of  his  surrounding  civilization.  It 
may  be  that  we  have  now  come  to  the  place  where  we 
can  safely  fight  our  own  battles  without  faith  in  God  to 
keep  us  hopeful  in  the  midst  of  defeat  and,  as  the  late 
Professor  Bowne  would  say,  thanking  God  for  His  favors 
of  the  past,  can  courteously  bow  Him  out  of  our  thoughts 
and  life.  But  I  for  one  am  not  yet  convinced  of  that. 

Will  one  say  that  the  American  Indian  has  been  rap¬ 
idly  perishing  because  he  could  not  exist  in  the  midst  of 
the  white  man’s  civilization.^  That  may  be  a  good  ad 
hominem  argument;  but  it  is  hardly  scientifically  true. 
Anthropology  knows  of  no  race  which  is  by  nature  in¬ 
capacitated  for  the  appropriation  of  the  civilization  of 
another  race  in  the  same  environment.  To  the  contrary, 
anthropologists  always  explain  a  large  part  of  the  spread 
and  development  of  civilization  by  civilizational  diffusion. 
The  perishing  of  the  Indian  has  not  been  due  to  his  native 
incapacity  to  exist  in  the  midst  of  a  higher  civilization ; 
but  it  has  doubtless  been  due  to  a  large  extent  to  the 
perishing  of  the  Indian’s  religion,  because  of  continued 
military  defeats,  while  no  other  religion  took  its  place. 
That  has  happened  to  every  people  known  to  history  that 
has  lost  its  religion  without  adopting  another.  And  there 
is  no  likelihood  that  an  exception  would  be  made  in  the 
case  of  the  Negro  should  he  let  his  God  go. 

But  the  Negro  will  not  commit  racial  suicide  by  giv¬ 
ing  up  his  religion,  but  his  religion  will  be  developed  to 
meet  the  demands  of  his  increasingly  developing  intelli¬ 
gence.  He  will  not  become  less  religious ;  but  he  will 
become  less  superstitiously  and  naively  religious :  he  will 
become  more  intelligently  and  culturally  so.  He  will  npt 
become  less  emotional,  but  he  will  become  less  violently 
expressive  of  his  emotions :  he  will  become  more  profound 
but  more  refined  in  his  emotional  life.  He  will  not  become 
less  spiritual,  but  he  will  become  less  sensational  in  his 
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spirituality :  he  will  become  more  genuine  in  his  spiritual 
life.  He  will  not  believe  in  God  less — God  will  fill  no  less 
a  place  in  his  thoughts  and  life ;  but  he  will  have  a  higher 
conception  of  God — God  will  fill  a  more  practical  place 
in  his  life:  He  will  be  no  less  an  inspiration  to  hope,  but 
He  will  be  more  an  inspiration  to  do.  He  may  try  to  use 
God  less,  but  he  will  allow  God  to'  use  him  more.  In  any 
case,  he  will  be  a  God-loving,  God-fearing,  and  a  God¬ 
worshipping  people — as  now,  his  life  will  be  centered  in 
God. 

But  this  development  will  not  come  by  denouncing  the 
Negro’s  religion.  Much  less  will  it  come  by  ridiculing 
and  making  merry  over  it.  If  that  were  possible,  the 
prophets  of  Israel  would  most  assuredly  have  succeeded 
in  reforming  their  people’s  religion.  They  specialized  in 
denouncements  and  ridicule.  But  that  was  not  the  method 
of  Jesus.  And  it  will  not  come  by  the  educated  and  more 
cultured  assuming  an  attitude  of  religious  indifference 
and  superiority  toward  the  less  cultured.  If  that  were 
possible,  the  Sadducees  would  have  changed  the  religion 
of  the  Pharisees.  And  it  will  not  come  by  the  educated 
hypocritically  catering  to  the  superstition  and  na'ivety 
of  the  more  primitive.  If  that  were  possible,  we  would 
have  had  a  more  marked  progress  than  we  have  had.  The 
higher  should  elevate  the  lower,  but  the  lower  should  not 
degrade  the  higher.  But  it  will  come  as  intelligence  and 
culture  become  more  general  in  the  race.  It  will  come 
as  the  intelligent  and  cultured  come  to  appreciate  the 
essential  nature  and  the  personal  and  social  value  of  re¬ 
ligion  for  this  world  as  well  as  for  the  next.  It  will  come 
through  a  sympathetic  and  helpful  religious  contact  be¬ 
tween  the  more  and  the  less  intelligent.  Finally,  it  is  to 
the  Christian  schools  that,  in  the  last  analysis,  we  must 
look  for  this  development  of  the  Negro’s  religion.  These 
schools  cannot  afford  to  stand  for  less  religion,  but  thev 
must  stand  for  a  higher  type  of  religion  than  the  rank 
and  file  of  Negroes  practice.  They  cannot  afford  to  try 
to  develop  the  intellect  of  the  Negro  only:  they  must  seek 
to  develop  the  whole  psychical  life  of  the  Negro.  They 
must  seek  to  develop  his  intellect  that  he  may  know  the 
truth.  They  must  seek  to  develop  his  emotions  that  he 
may  learn  to  appreciate  and  love  the  beautiful.  And  they 
must  seek  to  strengthen  his  will  that  he  may  will  the  good. 
For  after  all,  the  truth,  the  beautiful,  and  the  good  are 
a  trinity  which  comprises  our  whole  contemplative  con¬ 
ception  of  God. 

Let  knowledge  grow  from  more  to  more. 

But  more  of  reverence  in  us  dwell; 

That  mind  and  soul  according  well 
May  make  one  music  as  before — 

But  vaster. 

A  Word  to  Dr.  Albert  E.  Day 

By  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Wheeler 

AVING  read  your  article  on  “Christian  Brother¬ 
hood  and  Ministers’  Salaries — A  Plea  for  Re¬ 
form  in  the  Salary  System  in  the  Church,”  I 
wish  to  say  that  I  do  not  know  when  I  have  been  so 
gripped  by  a  pronouncement  coming  from  the  mouth  or 
pen.  The  subject  matter  is  indeed  a  live  wire  and  should 
be  given  wide  publicity. 

If  I  had  a  criticism,  it  would  be  that  your  “Reform” 
did  not  begin  high  enough.  I  think  it  should  begin  with 
the  chief  pastors.  In  my  mind  you  plainly  discuss  money, 
and  when  you  so  do  you  touch  life  itself.  Chief  Justice 


Marshall,  in  defining  “corporation,”  said  that  it  was  an 
artificial,  invisible,  intangible  person  existing  only  in  the 
contemplation  of  law — “body  politic”— to  be  dealt  with, 
in  the  majority  of  cases,  as  you  would  a  person.  Like¬ 
wise,  in  the  contemplation  of  this  modern  age,  viewed 
from  every  angle,  money  becomes  life.  Say  what  you 
please,  the  love  of  money  and  the  improper  use  of  the 
same,  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  deplorable  condition  we 
now  face  in  so  many  quarters.  We  can  easily  claim  the 
Fatherhood  of  God,  but  the  brotherhood  of  man,  to  be¬ 
come  real,  must  be  demonstrated. 

The  apostolic  doctrine  of  the  early  church  may  be 
said  to  be  impracticable,  but  your  modem  application 
or  theory  of  said  doctrine  is  indeed  timely  and  workable. 
“Consistency  thou  art  a  jewel,”  and  I  just  cannot  see 
how  we  can  be  consistent  preachers  without  conforming 
to  the  subject  matter  of  your  worthy  and  valuable  pro¬ 
duction. 

We  have  never  come  out  in  print  relative  to  this 
matter,  but  took  occasion  at  our  last  District  Conference 
to  speak  along  this  line  by  saying  that  if  more  of  our 
high-salaried  pastors  would  send  some  of  their  tithing 
outside  of  their  church,  their  tithing  would  be  more  Christ- 
like  and  hence  more  effective.  Judgment  begins  in  the 
house  of  God  and,  as  you  have  said  in  substance,  the 
church  must  lead  out,  if  we  are  to  have  an  effective  social 
and  industrial  reformation.  It  strikes  me  that  Luke  4. 
31-36,  and  Paul,  the  greatest  of  great  preachers — save 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ — in  Eph.  4.  28,  should  be  read 
and  re-read,  and  applied  in  the  way  you  have  so  wisely 
and  bravely  outlined. — Pastor  North  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Marshall,  Mo. 

Crusades  in  Race  Relations 

( Conthmed  from  page  18^ ) 

or  general  enough  to  indicate  a  permanent  trend.  No 
lynchings  occurred  in  North  Carolina,  Alabama,  Lou¬ 
isiana,  or  Oklahoma,  and  but  one  each  in  Georgia  (which 
had  a  forty-year  average  of  eleven  a  year),  Arkansas 
(former  average,  seven  a  year),  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
and  Virginia.  In  the  one  case  in  Georgia  nine  members 
of  the  mob  have  been  convicted  and  sentenced  to  long 
prison  terms,  the  leader  for  life.  Even  in  Florida,  which 
heads  the  lynching  roll  this  year,  a  public  conscience  has 
been  aroused  and  mobilized  that  promises  to  make  things 
different  in  days  to  come. 

Perhaps  on  the  whole,  the  most  disquieting  interracial 
trend  of  the  year  has  manifested  itself  in  the  North  and 
Middle  West.  There  the  incoming  tides  of  Negro  migra¬ 
tion  have  developed  serious  situations  which  still  await 
solution.  Bombings  and  mob  attacks  on  Negro  property 
in  Chicago,  Detroit,  and  other  centers;  the  emergence 
of  the  separate  school  question  in  Cleveland  and  Dayton ; 
efforts  to  restrict  Negro  residential  areas  in  city  after 
city ;  .street  clashes  in  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Philadelphia, 
Beverly,  N.  J. — these  are  unhappy  manifestations  of  a 
spirit  the  North  did  not  realize  it  possessed.  Perhaps 
they  are  the  result  of  temporary  maladjustment  and  will 
speedily  pass  as  conditions  become  more  settled.  On  the 
other  hand,  as  migration  continues  the  conflict  may  be¬ 
come  more>general  and  acute.  The  possibilities  are  seri¬ 
ous  enough  to  arouse  deep  concern  on  the  part  of  both 
groups,  and  to  stir  their  leaders  to  calm  joint  consid¬ 
eration  of  the  situation  and  to  co-operative  effort  to 
meet  it. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IxTUlTATIOirAl.  SkBIKS 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


THE  CHRISTIAN’S  HOPE 

FIRST  QUARTER.  LESSON  XII.  MARCH  20 


Scripture  Lesson — John  14.  1-3;  2  Cor.  6. 
1-10;  John  8.  2,  3. 

What  is  the  Christian’s  hope?  It  is  the 
hope  of  a  never-ending  personal  life  after 
physical  death  in  this  world.  Sometimes  this 
future  life  is  thought  of  as  a  continuation 
of  the  present  life  of  the  soul  under  dif¬ 
ferent  conditions  after  its  separation  from 
the  physical  body.  This  is  the  philosophical 
idea  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  And 
sometimes  it  is  thought  to  be  a  resurrection 
of  the  physical  body  and  its  reunion  with 
the  soul  under  difiFerent  conditions  from  the 
present.  This  is  the  religious  idea  of  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead.  Saint  Paul  har¬ 
monized  these  distinct  ideas  and  developed 
them  into  the  idea  of  the  immortal  soul  being 
clothed  with  a  spiritual  body  (2  Cor.  6.  1-8; 
1  Cor.  16.  36-64).  In  either  case  the  founda¬ 
tion  is  established  for  the  hope  of  eternal 
blessedness  after  death. 

The  Christian’s  hope  a  human  hope.  This 
hope  of  never-ending  existence  is  not  pecul¬ 
iarly  a  Christian  one.  Many  peoples  before 
Christ  held  it,  and  many  peoples  who  are 
not  Christian  hold  it.  Belief  in  a  future  life 
of  some  description  may  be  considered  a 
human  hope — the  faith  of  humanity.  It  is 
one  hope  that  “springs  eternal  in  the  human 
breast.”  A  people  does  not  have  to  be  taught 
it.  What  it  may  be  taught  is  a  conception 
of  the  future  life  different  from  that  previ¬ 
ously  held.  Pantheism,  which  teaches  an  im¬ 
personal  existence  after  death,  is  a  “taught” 
hope.  Of  course,  from  the  beginning  of  ra¬ 
tional  thought  there  have  always  been  a  few 
individuals  without  this  hope.  The  investi¬ 
gation  recently  made  by  the  leading  news¬ 
papers  of  this  country  only  substantiated 
what  we  already  knew,  namely,  that  there 
are  a  few  men  who  do  not  believe  in  the 
future  life,  but  that  the  majority  of  our 
people  do  believe  in  it.  It  is  not  demon¬ 
strable  knowledge,  but  faith,  as  Paul  implies 
(2  Cor.  6.  7) ;  but  it  is  a  faith  that  is  tre¬ 
mendously  worth  while  for  the  satisfaction 
of  our  ethical  life,  as  Kant  long  ago  observed. 

Current  psychology  tends  toward  the  un¬ 
dermining  of  this  faith.  But  behaviorism 
has  not  the  last  word  to  say  regarding  the 
reality  of  the  soul  any  more  than  science  has 
the  last  word  to  say  regarding  the  reality 
of  God.  As  long  as  behaviorism  confines  it¬ 
self  to  a  description  of  experimental  facts 
it  is  as  any  natural  science,  and  is  helpful. 
But  sometimes  the  behaviorist  unwarrantably 
exaggerates  physiological  facts  and  makes 
unnecessary  inferences.  Happily,  the  rank 
and  file  of  people  are  not  and  will  never  be 
behaviorists.  Perhaps  most  uncritical  stu¬ 
dents  of  psychology  (and  most  students  be¬ 
long  to  that  class)  study  it  chiefly  for  its 
practical  value;  that  is,  as  it  applies  to  edu¬ 
cation  and  social  control,  and  ignore  or  “pass 
up”  its  religious  implications.  We  are  of  the 
opinion  that  behaviorism  is  chiefly  a  tempo¬ 
rary  psychological  aberration  whose  little  day 
has  already  reached  its  zenith.  We  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  future  life  need  not  be  at  all 
disturbed  because  of  the  presence  of  a  few 
in  our  midst  who  do  not  believe  in  it,  or 
because  its  reality  cannot  be  experimentally 
proven  (though  some  spiritualists  of  world 
fame,  such  as  Conan  Doyle  and  especially 
Sir  Oliver  Lodge,  think  that  it  can  be  thus 
proven).  There  is  no  venture  of  faith  which 
is  taken  by  every  individual.  And  if  we 
walked  only  by  knowledge  and  not  by  faith, 
we  would  do  but  a  very  little  walking.  Most 
of  our  most  worth-while  steps  would  not  be 
taken.  All  ventures  are  ventures  of  faith; 
and  without  ventures  no  progress,  even  in 
knowledge,  would  be  possible.  “For  we  walk 
by  faith,  not  by  sight.” 


Peculiarities  of  the  Christian’s  hope.  The 
quality  of  the  future  blessings  hoped  for  is 
peculiarly  Christian.  Peoples  of  different  re¬ 
ligions  hope  for  different  kinds  of  blessings 
in  heaven.  Always  the  heavenly  blessings 
hoped  for  represent  the  highest  ideals  of  a 
people — such  things  as  they  desire  most  in 
this  life  but  which  from  one  cause  or  another 
they  either  do  not  enjoy  at  all  or  enjoy  only 
to  a  limited  extent.  In  heaven  it  is  hoped 
that  these  blessings  will  be  full  and  complete. 
The  best  way  to  find  out  what  a  people  really 
desire  most  in  life  is  to  know  what  they  hope 
for  in  heaven.  Mohammed  assured  his  fol¬ 
lowers  a  heaven  wherein  they  may  recline 
on  gorgeous  couches  and  be  served  by  beau¬ 
tiful  maidens! 

It  is  a  fact  that  some  Christians  also  hope 
for  material  blessings  in  heaven— luxurious 
food,  clothing,  surroundings  of  gold  and 
precious  stones.  Such  must  be  really  their 
ideal  on  earth,  even  though  they  may  con¬ 
demn  those  who  actually  strive  successfully 
to  realize  these  things  for  themselves  on  earth. 
Even  though  many  Christians  entertain  such 
a  hope  seriously,  and  even  though  there  seems 
to  be  good  grounds  for  it  in  that  wonderfully 
poetical  book  of  Revelation,  this  is  not  the 
Christian  hope.  Jesus  did  not  hold  out  such 
promises  to  His  followers.  He  nowhere  tried 
to  describe  the  heavenly  blessings.  Lazarus 
was  simply  in  the  place  of  honor  with  Abra¬ 
ham.  In  His  Father’s  house  there  were 
simply  many  rooms  (not  “mansions”  as  the 
word  is  popularly  understood).  He  was  more 
interested  in  adding  joys  to  life  here.  The 
joys  of  heaven  are  the  spiritual  joys  which 
He  tried  to  have  His  followers  realize  on 
earth  and  which  He  realized  for  Himself  on 
earth.  In  heaven  these  joys  are  no  longer  to 
be  intermittent  and  mixed  with  sorrows,  but 
permanent,  full,  and  complete.  Saint  Paul 
rose  to  the  high  spiritual  standpoint  of  his 
Master  (Rom.  14.  17). 

And  there  have  always  been  many  Chris¬ 
tians  who  have  been  able  to  rise  to  that  high 
spiritual  standpoint  of  Jesus  and  Paul  in 
their  yearning  and  hope.  Righteousness  and 
joy  and  peace  ih  the  Holy  Spirit  is  their 
highest  ideal  for-  life  here  and  hereafter. 
Heaven  for  them  is  become  highly  moralized, 
spiritualized,  and  socialized.  Their  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  these  things  now  can  be  but  partial 
because  of  their  natural  and  social  environ¬ 
ment  and  physical  existence.  But  tlien  all 


(Note — A  belated  letter  from  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Cliurch,  Rushville,  Ind.,  states 
that  the  mission  study  program  was  carried 
out  in  the  chapter  there.) 

Church  members  are  afraid  of  stewardship 
talk.  When  the  word  “stewardship”  is  men¬ 
tioned,  they  put  their  hands  on  their  pocket- 
books.  A  sermon  on  stewardship  is  always 
greeted  by  indulgent  looks  and  dubious 
shakes  of  the  head.  The  average  Christian 
feels  that  the  preacher  and  the  church  and 
God  are  invading  personal  and  private  ter¬ 
ritory  when  they  tread  upon  the  precincts 
of  the  pocketbook. 

Poor  Man  and  the  Tithe.  Surely  poor 


hindrances  will  have  been  removed  and  their 
spiritual  enjoyment  will  be  eternal,  full,  and 
complete.  This  is  the  Christian’s  highest  hope 
of  heaven.  Saint  John’s  ignorance  of  what 
we  shall  be  did  not  grieve  him  at  all  so  long  I 
as  he  was  persuaded  that  we  shall  be  like 
Christ  (1  John  8.  2).  And  that  should  suf¬ 
fice  us  if  we  are  spiritual-minded. 

SAM  HUBTOX  COLLEGE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessox  for  Suxdat,  March  20,  1927 
“Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled.” 

(By  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.  D.) 

This  is  a  lesson  of  hope.  Every  Christian 
heart  in  all  the  world  has  ground  for  hope  in 
the  life  that  now  is  and  for  the  life  which  is 
to  come.  He  who  is  the  Resurrection  and 
tlie  Life  said,  "Let  not  your  heart  be  trou¬ 
bled.”  No  such  word  of  comfort  has  come 
to  the  non-Cliristian  world,  and  their  heart 
is  troubled.  The  instinct  of  immortality  is 
theirs.  They  have  a  confusion  of  ideas  con¬ 
cerning  it,  and  no  one  has  told  them  of  Him 
who  came  to  make  clear  to  us  all  that  in 
•our  Father’s  house  there  are  many  mansions. 

Everyone  knows  “our  earthly  house  of  tliis 
tabernacle”  will  be  dissolved.  The  heathen 
die  young  ind  quickly,  and  life  is  full  of 
forebodings.  Instead  of  the  “building  of  God 
not  made  with  hands,”  they  can  see  only  tlie 
darkness  of  an  unfriendly  spirit  world  or 
the  jirospect  of  a  rebirth  as  an  animal  or 
snake  or  possibly  a  human.  But  the  joy  and 
glory  of  resurrection  hope  they  do  not  know. 
Tliat  mortality  will  be  lost  in  Immortality 
tliey  cannot  understand.  These  are  the  gos¬ 
pel*  truths  which  must  be  carried  by  the  mes¬ 
sengers  of  the  cross  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

The  heathen  world  will  be  judged  as  those 
who  are  without  the  law.  And  many  of  them 
wlio  have  lived  up  to  the  light  which  they 
liave  will  be  justified  by  that  grace  which 
is  horn  of  love  and  compassion.  So  that  it 
is  fair  to  assume  and  safe  to  believe  that 
many  heatlicn  will  be  among  tlie  redeemed. 
Some  will  rise  up  in  that  day  to  condemn 
us  who  have  been  so  slow  in  carrying  to  them 
the  gospel  of  love  and  hope.  Many  from 
the  Christian  lands  will  be  condemned  in  that 
they  have  failed  to  carry  the  “Good  News” 
and  have  permitted  so  many  to  sit  in  dark¬ 
ness. 

It  is  now  that  we  are,  or  may  be,  the  sons 
of  God.  This  spirit  of  sonship  in  this  life 
is  the  joy  of  the  Christian  which  is  not  pos¬ 
sible  for  the  heathen  without  the  “word  of 
reconciliation”  which  we  are  to  carry  them. 
And  the  added  joy  of  anticipation  “That  it 
doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be,  but 
we  shall  be  like  him  for  we  shall  see  him 
as  he  is.”  This,  the  richest  of  all  gifts — of 
a  likeness  to  Christ  in  the  paradise  of  God — 
is  not  in  the  mind  of  the  heathen  world.  Our 
work  is  to  put  it  there. 

GAMMOX  SEMIXARY. 


people  ought  not  to  be  expected  to  tithe. 
It  is  all  right  for  Rockefeller  and  Col¬ 
gate  to  tithe;  they  have  something  to 
divide.  This  is  the  way  the  average  poor 
man  reasons.  But  the  reasoning  is  fal¬ 
lacious.  As  a  mutter  of  fact,  the  amount 
of  the  giving  is  not  the  important  thing;  the 
important  thing  is  that  it  shall  be  liberiil, 
not  stingy;  systematic  and  not  intermittent. 
The  poor  man  is  under  as  much  obligation 
to  divide  his  pay  check  in  a  liberal,  regular 
manner  for  the  support  of  the  Kingdom  as 
a  rich  man  is.  One  does  not  have  to  be  rich 
to  be  stingy. 

Church  Finance.  One  of  the  most  dis- 


Epworth  League  Topic 

MARCH  20 

By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 


WHO  GETS  THE  PAY  CHECK  ?— STEWARDSHIP 

(Acts  20.  36;  Exod.  36.  29) 
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couraging  things  about  our  churches  to-day 
is  the  way  they  have  to  get  their  money. 
Personally,  I-  think  rallies  are  the  greatest 
possible  dissipaters  of  spiritual  energy.  I 
know  many  of  my  brethren  of  the  cloth  will 
V  want  my  scalp  for  making  this  statement. 
So  many  preachers  revel  in  rallies;  rallies 
are  their  meat  and  drink.  All  their  energy 
is  spent  in  chasing  rally  dollars,  hence,  when 
they  preach,  the  gospel  is  thin  and  skiippy. 
If  the  rank  and  file  of  our  Methodist  min¬ 
istry  spent  as  much  time  in  study  and  ser¬ 
monizing  as  they  do  in  planning  Irish  potato 
rallies,  we  would  be  producing  great  preach¬ 
ers.  But  the  method  of  giving  that  is  prac¬ 
ticed  by  church  people  makes  it  necessary 
for  our  preachers  to  spend  most  of  their 
time  either  promoting  rallies  or  thinking  of 
some  startling  name  to  give  the  next  rally. 
One  thing  is  certain:  if  the  church  is  to  cope 


with  the  problems  that  will  confront  it  In  the 
future,  it  must  be  financed  on  a  different 
basis.  If  the  church  is  worth  our  while,  we 
must  count  it  definitely  in  on  our  pay  check. 
We  are  talking  about  enlarging  the  minis¬ 
trations  of  the  church;  this  can’t  be  done  on 
intermittent  pennies  and  hot  air.  It  will 
take  money,  and  the  people  who  claim  that 
they  believe  in  the  program  and  possibilities 
of  the  church  must  furnish  the  money. 

Will  a  Man  Rob  Ood?  Thus  queried  the 
prophet  of  old.  What  are  we  doing  but  rob¬ 
bing  Him?  We  do  not  face  our  obligation 
fairly  when  it  comes  to  giving  to  the  church. 
When  I  was  a  boy,  we  used  to  say  to  a 
fellow  who  was  doing  a  great  lot  of  talk, 
“Put  your  money  where  your  mouth  is.”  If 
we  think  the  church  is  worth  while,  we  must 
let  it  in  on  our  pay  check. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Archer,  Fla. — Sunday  was  a  high  day  in 
this  city.  Our  district  superintendent 
preached  morning  and  night.  The  new  pas¬ 
tor  preached  at  3  P.  M.  All  who  heard  him 
are  satisfied  that  the  Conference  has  made 
^  no  mistake  in  sending  him  here.  Collection 
m  for  the  day,  .^U.  April  18  will  tell  the  story. 
V  Follow  Archer  to  tlie  top.— J.  W.  Jackson, 
Reporter. 

Nashville,  Tenn. — We,  the  officers  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  Seay  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Nashville,  feel  that  it  was  God’s 
blessing  when  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  sent  to 
us  the  Rev.  L.  A.  Armstrong  and  his  good 
wife  to  pastor  our  flock.  We  all  feel  that  he 
is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and  that 
a  great  deal  of  good  will  be  done  under  his 
administration.— Wm.  Copeland,  Reporter. 

Cuero,  Tea-na.— Brother’s  Chapel:  Sunday 
was  a  high  day  at  this  church.  Sunday  being 
Sam  Huston  College  Day,  the  Rev.  R.  S. 
Mosby  preached  an  interesting  sermon  on 
“Education.”  Sunday  night  an  educational 
pageant  was  rendered,  representing  educa¬ 
tion,  the  church,  mercy,  justice,  India, 
Australia,  Mexico,  and  others.  Amount 
raised  was  .$12. — Evangelin  Mathis,  Reporter. 

Huntsville,  Texas. — Tlie  many  friends  of 
the  Rev.  N.  N.  Sawyer,  pastor  of  St.  James 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  throughout  the 
Texas  Conference,  will  be  glad  to  know  that 
his  wife,  Mrs.  Sawyer,  after  having  undergone 
Aa  serious  operation  on  February  1,  is  rapidly 
nimproving.  The  membership  has  stood 
loyally  by  them.  Mrs.  Sawyer  is  the  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  E.  Mischeaux.  Her  mother  is  at 
her  bedside. — Reporter. 

Natchitoches,  La. — We  are  proud  of  out 
new  pastor,  the  Rev.  Chas.  Anderson,  and  his 
good  wife,  who  is  a  splendid  church  worker. 
Tliey  are  both  loved  by  all  the  members  of 
the  church.  The  Rev.  Anderson  is  looking 
into  every  interest  of  the  church,  and  the 
bishop  made  no  mistake  In  sending  him  to 
be  our  leader  for  this  Conference  year.  We 
hope  to  do  great  work  this  year,  and  are  get¬ 
ting  busy  on  raising  our  World  Service 
money.  The  pastor  is  busy  on  his  job,  and 
we  expect  to  stand  by  him.— Victoria  Joseph, 
Reporter. 

N.  C. — On  February  6,  at  Addie’s 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev. 

«•  W.  Shuford  preached  a  soul-reviving  ser¬ 
mon  from  1  Kings  18.  21;  subject,  “How 
long  halt  ye  between  two  opinions?”  The 
church  conducted  a  two  weeks’  meeting  to 
Wve  souls.  Six  were  added  to  the  church, 
pastor  administered  the  Lord’s  Supper, 
^fbe  church  seems  to  have  taken  on  new  life 

Christ  Our  Sunday  school  is  doing  great  1 
^^ork  under  the  leadership  of  its  superintend-  i 
.  J"-  *^“ised  for  the  Sunday  i 

•chool,  ,$7.87;  for  pastor,  $27.06;  grand  total  < 
for  the  day,  $34.92.— Idella  C.  Ervin,  Re-  < 
porter. 


Camilla,  Texas. — February  6  was  a  high 
day  at  Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  Rev.  A.  D.  Phelps  preached  two  soul¬ 
stirring  sermons;  at  11  A.  M.  his  text  was 
‘  taken  from  1  Cor.  16.  13,  “Be  Strong.”  At 
t  7  P.  M.  he  was  at  his  best.  The  house  was 
-  packed  to  capacity.  He  preached  from  11 
I  Cor.  7.  14.  Bishop  Jones  made  no  mistake 
:  in  sending  the  Rev.  Phelps  back  to  us.  Col- 
1  lection  for  the  day,  $10.76.  We  thank  Mr. 

J.  Eeford  and  others  for  making  things  pleas- 
>  ant  in  the  parsonage.  Come  again,  young 
men.  We  are  planning  for  a  great  year’s 
work. — J.  S.  Taylor,  Reporter. 

Lottie,  La. — Green  Chapel  Methodist  Epis- 
i  copal  Church:  On  February  1,  the  spiritual 
tide  ran  high,  and  we  had  a  glorious  class 
meeting.  While  the  pastor  was  speaking  to 
the  congregation  and  thanking  God  for  the 
blessings,  a  crowd  of  members  came  march¬ 
ing  in,  singing,  “When  the  Saints  Go  March- 
ing  In,  and  laid  on  the  table  many  pounds 
of  choice  groceries,  led  by  Bros.  A.  Noble  and 
P.  Johnson,  Sisters  M.  Pearson  and  Amelia 
Rowe.  The  presentation  was  made  by  Bro. 
P.  Johnson;  response  by  the  pastor.  In 
chosen  words  he  thanked  all  who  gave  so 
freely  for  the  cause,  and  asked  them  to  come 
again.— Rev.  J.  H.  Frazier,  Pastor;  M.  A. 
Noble,  Reporter. 

Boyce,  La. — We  thank  Bishop  Jones  for 
sending  to  us  the  Rev.  W.  R.  London  as  our 
pastor.  The  entire  circuit  has  been  reorgan¬ 
ized;  membership  increased  fifty  per  cent; 
twenty-five  per  cent  of  World  Service  raised; 
$4r  for  Gulfside;  paid  pastor  $226;  district 
superintendent,  $25;  and  repaired  the  par¬ 
sonage  and  church  and  bought  cistern  for 
water — all  of  which  has  been  paid  for  in  full 
at  the  cost  of  $86.  We  have  given  several 
pound  suppers  to  both  district  superintend¬ 
ent  and  pastor.  Without  any  reflection  on 
the  past,  we  are  simply  on  the  iob,  doing 
our  work  under  this  gallant  leader,  who  is 
respected  by  the  entire  circuit.— Emma 
Cleveland,  Reporter. 

Suwanee,  Qa. — To  the  surprise  of  the  Rev. 

E.  H.  Allison,  pastor,  and  his  beloved  family, 
the  members  and  friends  of  Suwanee  Grove 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  visited  the  par¬ 
sonage  on  the  night  of  January  29,  and  left 
about  thirty-five  pounds  of  choice  groceries. 
Bro.  R.  M.  Brandon  spoke  in  behalf  of  those 
who  gave.  Prayers  were  offered  by  Brothers 
Murray  and  Freeman.  A  hearty'  invitation 
was  extended  to  the  party  to  come  again 
soon.  We  are  attempting  to  make  this  year 
the  best  year  in  the  history  of  the  church. 
Every  member  has  taken  on  new  life,  and 
with  God’s  help  we  are  going  to  put  Meth-  ' 
odism  over  the  top  in  Suwanee.— Miss  Sal-  ' 
lie  Kate  Scott,  Reporter.  ' 

Handsboro,  Miss. — We  are  proud  to  say  i 
that  Sunday,  February  6,  was  a  greit  day  « 
at  Riley  Chapel,  beginning  with  the  Sunday  S 
school.  The  pastor  preached  at  the  eleven  i 
o’clock  service,  and  the  sermon  was  greatly  i 
enjoyed  by  all  present.  He  preached  again  i 
at  the  evening  service.  Both  services  were  I 


le  largely  attended.  This  was  our  communion 
it  day ;  a  large  number  of  members  partook 
e  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  We  are  glad  to  have 
c.  our  pastor  back  for  another  year,  and  thank 
I-  the  bishop  for  sending  him  back  to  us.  We 
n  liope  to  make  this  a  crowning  year  for  God 
11  and  His  Kingdom.  Plans  have  been  laid  for 
t  a  great  time  on  Easter  Sunday.  We  pray  for 
s  great  success.  The  collection  for  the  day  was 
$40. — Edward  Smith,  Reporter. 

e  Marshalltown,  /omo.- At  3  P.  M.,  Febru- 
-  ary  13,  we  had  a  platform  meeting,  held  by 
[)  the  four  churches.  The  choir  rendered  a 
I.  selection,  followed  by  invocation  by  the  Rev. 
,  H.  J.  Parker,  of  the  African  Methodist  Epis- 
^  copal  Church;  Scripture  lesson  by  the  Rev. 
f  Sanders,  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church; 
t  paper  by  Mrs.  Helen  Johnson;  subject,  “The 
Progressive  Negro.”  Miss  Rosa  Banon  and 
Mrs.  Martha  Warn  rendered  a  duet.  A 
paper  was  read  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Maxwell; 
subject,  “Christian  Unity.”  This  was  dis¬ 
cussed  by  Mr.  Crosswait  and  the  Rev.  F.  L. 
Lucius.  Recitation  by  Miss  Fleda  Jones. 
The  Rev.  D.  S.  Robinson  preached  the  ser- 
1  mon.  Collection  for  the  day,  $16.06.— Rev. 

.  T.  J.  Jones,  Pastor;  Ealy  Morrow,  Reporter. 

I  Hamlet,  N.  C.— The  Rev.  S.  F.  B.  Peace 
is  still  showing  his  ability  to  keep  at  work 
:  all  of  the  auxiliaries  of  the  church.  Upon 
entering  his  new  field  in  November,  he  began 
at  once  to  deepen  the  interest  in  all  of  his 
auxfliaries  in  the  cause  of  the  church.  On 
the  third  Sunday  in  December,  1926,  he  called 
on  his  church  to  raise  $100  for  Bennett  Col¬ 
lege,  at  which  time  they  raised  $88;  $28  for 
current  expenses,  and  $60  for  Bennett.  The 
Ladies’  Aid  Society,  led  by  Mrs.  Alma  Man¬ 
ning,  and  the  Queen  Esther  Circle,  led  by 
Miss  Margie  Hubbard,  came  to  his  rescue 
and  raised  the  balance.  The  Ladies’  Aid 
raised  ^7,  and  the  Queen  Esther  girls  raised 
$3,  which  enabled  him  to  make  his  full  re¬ 
port  of  .$100. — Reporter. 

New  Berry,  F/a.— New  Bethel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  The  new  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Geo.  W.  Dubose,  was  introduced  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  and  welcomed  to  the  church  by  J. 
W.  Dooling,  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school.  The  pastor  delivered  the  morning’s 
message  from  Matt.  25.  23.  The  new  pastor 
of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Rev.  Blackwell,  was  with  us,  and  assisted  in 
administering  the  sacrament.  Board  meet¬ 
ing  was  called  at  4  P.  M.  Bro.  J.  D.  Brown 
and  Bro.  Flowers  were  received  into  the 
church.  At  the  evening  service  the  pastor 
spoke  from  Mark  4.  39.  We  are  praying 
for  a  prosperous  year.  Sister  Rosa  Davis 
has  recovered  from  her  illness  and  is  out  on 
the  mission  field  again. — Mrs.  Lula  R.  Gard¬ 
ner,  Reporter. 

Balias,  Texas.— Trinity  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church:  We  are  on  the  upward  march. 
We  just  closed  a  week’s  rally  with  wonderful 
success.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Strait,  our  beloved 
pastor,  is  striving  to  finish  our  church.  On 
the  fifth  Sunday  in  January,  at  3.30  P.  M., 
the  Rev.  G.  A.  Desland  preached  us  a  won¬ 
derful  sermon  from  the  subject,  “Ye  are  the 
light  of  the  world.”  We  laid  on  the  table. 
.^3.80.  The  Rev.  E.  G.  Gibbs,  pastor  of 
Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church,  was  with  us, 
together  with  his  congregaition,  who  gave  us 
a  collection  amounting  to  $8.60.  After  all 
reports  were  rendered  on  Wednesday  night, 
^e  Rev.  E.  M.  Rowe,  pastor  of  Griggs  Chapel 
Baptist  Church,  preached  the  closing  sermon ; 
text,  “Thy  kingdom  come.”  Total  raised  in 
the  rally,  $72.90  for  building  purposes. — Mrs. 

M.  A.  Adams,  Reporter. 

Houston,  Texas.— St.  James  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  On  account  of  the  illness 
of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  T.  S.  Pryor,  who  has 
been  on  the  sick  list  for  fourteen  days,  we 
have  not  been  able  to  make  a  report  for  some 
time.  However,  we  are  thankful  that  he  is 
up  again  and  at  his  post  of  duty.  The  finan- 
cial  part  of  the  church  Is  in  good  shape.  Over 
$400  was  raised  in  the  month  of  January, 
with  the  assistance  of  our  noble  worker. 
Sister  L.  A.  Pryor,  who  rendered  a  program 
on  Monday  night,  January  81,  entitled,  "A 
Millionaire  Ayedding,”  and  raised  $84.79. 
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This  was  divided  between  the  Ladies’  Aid 
and  trustees.  Why  sboiild  we  not  be  proud 
of  such  a  worker  as  Sister  Pryor,  and  bend 
every  effort  to  help  her  put  the  program  over 
this  year  as  never  before.  Pray  for  our 
success. — Anna  Mae  Cain,  Reporter. 

Greenwood,  Miet. — On  February  8,  just  at 
the  close  of  the  mid-week  services,  quite  a 
number  of  the  loyal  members  of  Wesley 
stormed  the  parsonage,  bringing  over  ^0 
worth  of  groceries  of  every  variety.  They 
left  the  table  groaning  beneath  its  load  and 
the  pastor  and  family  smiling.  We  thank 
them,  and  most  cordiaily  invite  their  speedy 
return.  The  foUowing  persons  participated; 
Mesdames  E.  Brewer,  H.  Brewer,  M.  Elliott, 
M.  Collins,  E.  L.  Lockey,  P.  McPherson,  M. 
Graham,  C.  Garner,  L.  Brown,  A.  S.  Gray, 
M.  Hilliard,  M.  Jackson,  M.  Jamison,  S. 
Warmsiy,  E.  L.  Shufteld,  A.  Leflore,  M.  Le¬ 
flore,  J.  Stanberry,  G.  A.  Marks,  J.  Coleman, 
E.  Long,  Miss  M.  Ashford,  Messrs.  W.  Guy, 
J.  L.  Long,  P.  McAdams,  C.  Brooks,  N.  S. 
Whitehead,  Wm.  Handsbrough,  E.  L. 
Jl’evils,  and  many  others. — E.  R.  Miller,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

MUlican,  Texas. — Brooks  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  without  a  doubt,  is  taking 
on  new  life  this  year.  The  Rev.  P.  Edward 
came  back  to  us  from  the  Texas  Conference 
full  of  inspiration  to  do  a  big  job  this  year. 
All  of  the  members  were  glad  to  have  him 
back.  There  was  no  parsonage  in  which  he 
could  live,  so  he  made  his  plans  and  pre¬ 
sented  them  to  the  members,  and  they  went 
to  work.  In  two  months  a  parsonage  was 
built  containing  four  rooms,  and  is  paid  for. 
The  pastor  and  family  are  now  occupying 
the  same.  The  first  Quarterly  Conference 
was  held  on  January  22.  The  weather  was 
inclement,  but  reports  were  fairly  good.  We 
hope  to  raise  all  claims  this  year.  The  pas¬ 
tor  is  now  repairing  the  meeting  house  at 
Camp  Ground  on  the  Navasota  Circuit.  We 
thank  Bishop  Jones  for  sending  us  this  able 
pastor. — Maggie  Hill,  Reporter. 

Holly  Springs,  Mias.— Asbury  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  Local  Council  was  held  on 
jMuary  31  at  the  home  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
G.  M.  Chisholm.  This  being  the  first  meet¬ 
ing  of  this  Conference  year,  it  was  highly 
attended.  The  work  of  all  the  auxiliaries 
for  the  month  of  February  was  planned. 
Miss  Delma  Lawrence,  the  newly  elected 
president  of  the  Epworth  League,  shows  much 
interest  in  her  work.  The  checking  system 
of  all  scholars  who  attend  the  Sunday  school 
has  put  new  life  into  it,  and  with  the  co-oper¬ 
ation  of  all  the  teachers,  we  hope  to  keep 
the  church  record  up.  Our  good  pastor,  the 
Rev.  G.  M.  Chisholm,  was  present  and  urged 
the  Council,  which  is  made  up  of  young  peo¬ 
ple,  to  stand  by  the  church’s  program.  He 
stated  that  if  we  keep  up  the  spirit  as  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  meeting,  the  program  would 
certainly  be  a  successful  one. — S.  W.  Wys- 
inger.  Reporter. 

Nashville,  Te»n.— Sunday,  February  6,  was 
a  day  of  great  blessings  at  Gordon  Memorial. 
We  had  quite  a  spiritual  meeting  at  the 
eleven  o’clock  service,  and  at  1.30  P.  M.  the 
pastor  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon. 
Quite  a  few  partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
The  second  Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  the  Rev. 
C.  L.  Carter,  with  a  very  pleasant  surprise, 
brought  us  a  lovely  message,  “I  find  no  fault 
in  this  man.”  That  night  was  set  aside  for 
religious  education.  Mrs.  Tliomas  was  chair¬ 
man,  and  had  a  splendid  program,  a  part  of 
which  was  in  honor  of  Lincoln.  The  Brother¬ 
hood  gave  the  ladies  quite  a  little  entertain¬ 
ment,  and  our  brothers  are  getting  in  line 
this  year.  They  are  planning  great  things. 
The  funeral  of  Mrs.  Mary  Golden  was  con¬ 
ducted  on  February  14,  preached  by  the  Rev. 
Gorden  and  the  Rev.  Frank  Watkins.  This 
was  the  first  death  in  our  ranks  for  1927.— 
Rev.  H.  P.  Gorden,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Georgie 
Williams,  Reporter. 

Shreveport,  La. — While  in  the  city.  Dr.  J. 
W.  E.  Bowen  was  the  guest  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  G.  Alston.  He  was  entertained  at  supper 
in  the  home  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  David. 
On  Sunday  afternoon  he  dined  at  the  home 


of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.  D.  Vesha,  in  company 
with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Harris,  District 
Superintendent  J.  D.  David,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  G.  Alston.  Dr.  Bowen  preached  at  St. 
Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  11 
A.  M.,  and  delivered  his  famous  lecture, 
“Three  Feet  Make  a  Yard,”  at  8  P.  M.  at 
the  same  place.  People  came  from  all  parts 
of  the  city  to  hear  this  great  orator;  many 
could  not  get  in  to  hear  him.  The  audience 
was  made  up  of  white  and  colored.  He 
preached  at  7.30  P,  M.  at  St.  James,  where 
another  large  audience  greeted  him.  The 
people  were  so  delighted  with  Dr.  Bowen’s 
visit  that  he  could  not  get  away  until  he 
made  them  a  faithful  promise  to  return  to 
them  at  a  later  date. — Reporter. 

Kosciusko,  Miss.— The  officers  and  mem¬ 
bers  wish  to  thank  the  bishop  for  sending  to 
us  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Watson  as  our  pastor  for 
this  year.  He  is  indeed  a  fine  preacher,  and 
has  won  the  good  will  of  all  members  and 
friends.  He  has  already  laid  his  plans  for 
Easter  and  World  Service.  This  will  be  the 
banner  year  for  this  charge.  On  Monday 
night  the  Ladies’  Aid,  led  by  Mrs.  George 
Bullocks,  gave  one  of  the  largest  receptions 
the  church  has  ever  witnessed.  It  was  given 
in  honor  of  our  pastor,  his  wife,  and  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Heffner. 
It  was  all  that  could  be  expected.  The  church 
was  nicely  decorated,  and  a  splendid  program 
was  rendered.  The  Rev.  Calvin  Perkins, 
president  of  C.  M.  C.  College,  delivered  the 
welcome  address.  The  Rev.  Carr,  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  responded.  Remarks 
were  made  by  the  Rev.  Waton,  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Heffner.  The  choir  rendered  splendid 
music  under  the  direction  of  the  pianist,  Mrs. 
Lula  McMillian. — Reporter. 

Statesboro,  Ocu. — Brown  Chapel  Church: 
On  February  6,  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Nunally,  our 
pastor,  was  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Samuel  Lea.  When  he  was  called  in  to  sup¬ 
per,  he  found  the  members  of  Brown  Chapel 
standing  around  the  table  singing,  “God  Will 
Take  Care  of  You.”  Prayer  was  offered  by 
Bro.  Aster  Burns.  The  Rev.  Nunally  was 
led  to  the  table  in  the  corner  of  the  dining 
room  by  Prof.  Pope.  It  was  laden  with 
groceries  of  all  kinds,  fruits,  socks,  handker¬ 
chiefs,  neckties,  and  seven  large  country- 
cured  hams.  After  Prof.  Pope  presented 
these  good  things  to  the  pastor,  he  spoke 
words  of  appreciation,  which  thrilled  all  that 
were  present.  Those  who  participated  in  this 
surprise  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Hall, 
Brothers  A.  Burns,  Samuel  Lea,  J.  Lea,  Da¬ 
vid  Lea,  E.  Lea,  Doc.  Powell,  H.  Wilson, 
E.  Thomas,  Sisters  L.  Lea,  M.  Lea,  N.  Lea, 
V.  Lea,  Maebelle  Lea,  Johnle  B.  Lea,  B.  Lea, 
D.  Steward,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Lea,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Geo.  Lea,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  T.  King, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  C.  Anderson.  This  surprise 
was  valued  at  $18.  We  are  well  pleased 
with  our  pastor,  and  have  lined  up  the  mem¬ 
bership  for  World  Service.  Under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  Rev.  Nunally,  we  know  we  are 
going  to  raise  our  full  assessment  by  Easter 
Sunday.  Watch  the  Southwestern,  and  see 
how  we  are  going  to  come  out. — J.  H.  Hall, 
Reporter. 

Waynesboro,  Oa. — We  regretted  to  have 
the  Rev.  Bankston  leave  us  at  the  last  session 
of  the  Savannah  Annual  Conference,  but  we 
are  proud  of  our  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  D. 
Giddens,  whose  sermons  are  forceful  and 
logical,  and  whose  program  is  progressive. 
We  feel  highly  honored  to  have  him  as  our 
leader  for  this  Conference  year.  He  seems 
to  get  better  and  better  at  each  service.  Our 
district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Strip¬ 
ling,  whom  we  all  love  and  respect,  held  our 
first  Quarterly  Conference  the  fifth  Saturday 
and  Sunday  in  January.  He  was  well  pleased 
with  our  duplex  envelope  system  and  our 
pastor’s  program,  which  we  unanimously 
adopted.  The  following  is  our  first  quarter 
report:  Paid  pastor  for  support-  and  moving 
expenses,  $300;  district  superintendent,  $69; 
Ladies’  Aid  Society,  $160;  trustees,  $120; 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  $40; 
Sunday  schools,  $11;  World  Service,  $86; 
sick  and  poor,  $26;  grand  total,  $740.  This 
includes  our  whole  charge.  Our  pastor  was 
not  altogether  a  new  man  to  Waynesboro, 


for  it  was  he  who  rebuilt  the  Haven  Academy 
when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  over  twenty- 
eight  years  ago.  We  are  alive  to  a  man  and 
woman,  and  we  mean  to  put  over  the  great¬ 
est  program  of  our  lives  this  year,  with  the  | 
Rev.  J.  S.  Stripling,  our  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  and  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Giddens,  pastor. 
— R.  B.  Owens,  Reporter. 

Biloxi,  Miss.— We  are  pleased  to  say  the 
great  reception  given  the  Rev.  Dr.  P.  H. 
Rembert  on  his  return  from  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  was  fine  evidence  of  how  the  good 
members  and  friends  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  love  him.  Never  in  the 
history  of  the  church  has  any  pastor  received 
such  expensive  entertainment.  More  than 
200  persons  were  present,  and  every  one  was 
served  to  the  highest  satisfaction  with  the  best 
of  refreshments.  The  addresses  delivered  by 
the  speakers  were  splendid.  Dr.  Kyle,  M.D.; 
Prof.  Nichols,  principal  of  the  city  school; 
Mrs.  P.  M.  Stallworth;  Mrs.  S.  Jawkins;  Mas¬ 
ter  Joseph  Washington  were  the  speakers. 
The  promoters  of  this  grand  reception  were 
given  the  highest  commendation,  and  we  are 
proud  of  the  following  named  persons: 
Bros.  A.  Steadman,  L.  Parker,  J.  H.  Scott, 
•D.  W.  Andrews,  J.  Woods,  E.  Jefferson,  P. 
T.  Stallworth,  J.  C.  Walker,  master  of  cere¬ 
monies,  and  Sisters  L.  Sherman,  M.  Gant, 
M.  Alexander,  A.  Bell,  H.  Bell,  M.  Stead¬ 
man,  E.  Jones,  E.  Jolla,  C.  Davix,  a  leading 
Baptist  member,  and  others  too  numerous  to 
mention.  The  junior  choir,  with  Master  Jo¬ 
seph  Washington  presiding  at  the  organ,  ren¬ 
dered  excellent  music.  Dr.  Rembert,  in  his 
own  way,  made  our  hearts  glad,  and  this  re¬ 
ception  went  down  in  history  as  the  greatest 
event  of  its  kind  for  St.  Paul.  All  praise  to 
Sister  Sherman  and  Brother  Steadman  for 
promoting  this  affair. — Reporter. 

Port  Arthur,  Texas.— Saint  Paul  is  show¬ 
ing  evidences  of  real  progress  as  it  enters 
upon  its  third  year  under  the  pastorate  of 
the  Rev.  W.  D.  Lewis,  who  has  spent  all 
energy  to  lift  the  membership  from  a  neglible 
factor  to  a  place  of  first  magnitude.  Two 
years  ago  he  found  a  struggling  membership 
of  120;  to-day  we  number  628.  He  found  us 
worshipping  in  a  poorly  constructed  taber¬ 
nacle;  to-day  we  are  worshipping  in  a  beauti¬ 
ful  $12,000  edifice,  completed  from  concrete 
foundation  to  roofing.  It  is  said  that  ours 
is  the  first  church  building,  white  or  colored, 
to  go  on  to  completion  in  the  city.  We  are 
worshipping  in  the  first  story  until  our  pews 
are  installed  in  the  main  auditorium.  We 
plan  entering  the  auditorium  by  Easter.  The 
senior  choir  and  Epworth  League  have  put 
carpet  on  the  pulpit  and  choir  gallery,  to  the 
cost  of  $208.  The  junior  church  put  a  kneel¬ 
ing  pad  around  the  altar  to  the  cost  of  $60. 
The  senior  choir  has  also  installed  a  piano 
at  a  cost  of  $636.  Sisters  Clark  and  Waters 
installed  six  electric  fans  in  the  side  walls  at 
a  cost  of  $200.  The  other  auxiliaries  are 
busy  arranging  the  other  fixtures.  Mrs.  Con¬ 
ner  and  the  Junior  League  are  actively  at 
work  in  putting  over  a  real  program  of  ad¬ 
vance.  We  have  paid  our  first  note  in  ad¬ 
vance,  and  the  membership  has  increased 
thirty-one  since  Conference.  A  photograph 
of  the  completed  building  will  follow  later. 
We  boast  only  in  the  cross  of  Christ,  our 
Lord,  who  has  given  us  the  victory.  Easter 
is  “our  over  the  top”  day — $2,600  our  goal. 
— Reporter. 

Leona,  Texas. — We  are  grateful  to  Bishop 
R.  E.  Jones  and  our  district  superintendent, 
W.  R.  Robinson,  for  the  return  of  the  Rev 
A.  L.  Gabriel  and  family  for  the  fifth  year, 
The  writer  has  been  a  member  of  this  churcl 
for  twenty-six  years,  and  has  never  known  a 
leader  more  honest  and  just  in  every  way 
The  Rev.  A.  L.  Gabriel  came  to  us  with  c 
message  of  information  and  inspiration.  Ir 
our  first  official  meeting  he  put  financial  plant 
before  the  official  officers,  tested  by  his  ex¬ 
perience  in  other  fields.  Improved  methods  o1 
church  organisation,  and  conquering  both  Ir 
God  and  constituency.  Every  department  ol 
the  church  is  being  looked  after.  All  th< 
officers  are  pleased  with  the  program  for  tha 
year’s  work.  A  week’s  drive  and  social  meet 
ing  began  on  December  81  and  closed  Sun¬ 
day,  January  9.  Every  leader  was  at  hi! 
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post  on  Saturday,  at  2.80  P.  M.,  January  8. 
District  Superintendent  W.  R.  Robinson 
came  before  the  audience  and  gave  a  splen¬ 
did  talk  on  the  various  movements  of  the 
church.  The  report  showed  that  the  church  is 
taking  on  new  life.  Sunday  was  a  high  day. 
The  Rev.  Robinson  was  at  his  best,  and  se¬ 
lected  for  his  text.  Psalm  8,  9.  The  Lord’s 
Supper  was  administered  by  the  district  su- 


District 

District  Round 

ROME  DISTRICT 

Second  Round — Cave  Springs,  April  2,  3; 
Austell,  9,  10;  Villa  Rica,  23,  24;  Douglas- 
ville,  28,  24;  Palmetto,  30,  May  1;  CarroUton, 
7,  8;  Cohutta,  14,  15;  Summerville,  21,  22; 
Cedartown,  28,  29;  South  Rome,  28,  29;  Car- 
tersvUle,  June  4,  5;  Rome,  First  Church,  12, 
18;  Bremen,  18,  19;  Adairsville,  18, 19;  Frank¬ 
lin,  25,  26. 

Notice  t  Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson,  D.D., 
LL.D.,  resident  bishop,  Atlanta  Area,  will 
speak  at  Rome,  First  Church,  on  April  29, 
at  11  A.  M.,  and  call  the  roll  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice. 

Dear  Brethren:  We  have  closed  1926  with 
some  improvements,  but  there  was  a  deficit 
in  our  World  Service.  I  beg  you,  in  the  name 
of  our  Christ,  to  bring  up  the  arrears.  Make 
a  report  every  month  to  Dr.  O.  W.  Auman, 
treasurer,  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  Ill.  Or¬ 
ganize  every  department,  collect  weekly.  Be¬ 
gin  now;  work  and  pray.  Easter,  April  17, 
is  World  Service  Rally  Day.  Let  every 
charge  report  a  100  per  cent  of  their  appor¬ 
tionment.  Put  the  Southwestern  in  every 
home.  I  am  your  servant,  R.  T.  Jackson, 
25  Calhoun  St.,  Newnan,  Ga. 

Quarterly  Conference 

WEST  JACKSON,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  Pratt 
Memorial  Church  was  held  February  17,  with 
the  Rev.  J.  S.  Williams,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  in  the  chair.  After  the  devotional 
service  the  Conference  went  into  the  business 
session,  and  every  phase  of  the  work  was 
well  handled  by  the  district  superintendent. 
Excellent  reports  were  made  by  the  leaders, 
after  which  the  district  superintendent  ex¬ 
pressed  himself  as  being  well  pleased  with  the 
work.  The  sisters  and  brothers,  under  the 
leadership  of  Sister  M.  L.  Morrison,  have 
added  over  $300  worth  of  new  furniture  to 
the  parsonage  and  are  making  everything  as 
comfortable  as  possible  for  the  pastor  and  his 
wife.  The  whole  church  is  greatly  inspired 
by  the  coming  of  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Keeling, 
and  this  year  promises  to  be  the  best  year 
in  the  history  of  the  church. — Reporter. 

District  Conferences  and 
Conventions 

BENNETTSVILLE  DISTRICT  GROUP 
MEETING 

Notwithstanding  the  continuous  rain  Tues- 
day,  February  8,  the  pastors  and  leading 
laymen  of  the  Bennettsville  District,  South 
Carolina  Conference,  made  their  way  through 
rain  and  slush  to  Darlington,  S.  C.,  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  call  of  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Thompson.  Your  re¬ 
porter,  in  company  with  the  Rev.  D.  E. 
Thomas,  arrived  just  in  time  for  the  devo¬ 
tional  services,  conducted  by  the  able,  alert, 
and  sweet-spirited  district  superintendent, 
and  to  our  agreeable  surprise  found  a  large 
and  representative  number  present.  The  Rev. 
J.  D.  Whitaker  was  elected  secretary,  and 
E.  J.  Sawyer  was  elected  reporter  for  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  and  the 
Watchman  and  Defender. 

The  Rev.  W.  S.  Thompson,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting 
and  briefly  outlined  his  program  for  raising 
a  fifteen  per  cent  increase  over  lost  year’s 
Collections  for  World  Service  and  Claflin  en- 


perintendent;  160  communed.  The  superin¬ 
tendent  was  paid  in  full,  $40;  total  amount 
raised  for  the  quarter,  $188.06.  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society,  led  by  the  Rev. 
Mrs.  Gabriel;  the  Ladies’  Aid  by  Mrs.  Emma 
D.  Perkins,  the  Sunday  school  by  Miss  M. 
D.  Davis;  and  other  auxiliaries,  are  plan¬ 
ning  to  go  over  the  top  this  year. — Mrs. 
Emma  D.  Perkins,  Reporter. 


Activities 

dowment.  He  then  read  the  tentative  ap¬ 
portionment  for  World  Service  made  by  the 
church  for  Bennettsville  District.  This  was 
accepted  with  only  two  changes,  namely: 
$61  was  taken  from  Chesterfield  and  given  to 
Hartsville  circuit;  and  $50  was  taken  from 
Bennettsville  and  given  to  Hartsville  Mission. 

Among  distinguished  visitors,  we  noted 
Dean  Henry  Pearson  and  the  Rev.  R.  F. 
Freeman,  of  Orangeburg;  and  the  Rev.  H.  C. 
Asbury,  of  Timmonsville ;  they  were  made 
welcome  and  mingled  freely  and  pleasantly 
with  their  brethren,  Both  laymen  and  min¬ 
isters  participated  in  the  discussions  and  en¬ 
dorsed  the  program  of  and  the  standard  set 
by  the  district  superintendent,  and  in  opti¬ 
mistic  words  promised  him  their  cordial  co¬ 
operation  in  carrying  out  his  program  and 
reaching  the  goal  of  his  ambition.  The  Revs. 
J.  D.  Whitaker  and  D.  E.  Thomas  spoke  on 
World  Service,  suggesting  different  ways 
by  which  success  in  collecting  World  Service 
money  may  be  assured.  The  Rev.  G.  W. 
Cooper,  Dean  Henry  Pearson,  the  Rev.  R. 
F.  Freeman,  and  E.  J.  Sawyer,  Esq.,  spoke 
on  Claflin  College  endowment.  They  made 
timely,  strong,  enthusiastic,  and  forceful  ap- 
j)eals  for  the  endowment  and  extension  fund 
for  the  institution,  and  gave  several  cogent 
and  impressive  reasons  why  the  urgent  de¬ 
mand  for  endowment  and  expansion  money 
should  be  supplied  at  once.  As  the  South 
Carolina  Conference  is  trying  to  raise  $10,000 
for  this  purpose  by  the  Claflin  commence¬ 
ment,  in  June,  the  district  superintendent 
presented  a  carefully  prepared  apportion¬ 
ment,  based  on  the  supposed  membership 
and  financial  ability  of  each  charge,  which 
would  raise  $1,250,  one-eighth  of  the  amount 
desired  in  June.  This  apportionment  was  ap¬ 
proved,  and  the  brethren  pledged  themselves 
to  try  to  raise  at  least  fifty  per  cent  of  it 
by  the  commencement. 

This  report  would  be  incomplete  should 
we  fail  to  mention  the  excellent  dinner  served 
by  the  sisters  of  this  church.  Darlington  has 
long  been  noted  for  the  magnificence  of  its 
hospitality,  and  its  reputation  was  grandly 
sustained  by  these  good  sisters. — E.  J. 
.Sawyer,  Reporter. 

BIRMINGHAM  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

The  Birmingham  District  Council  met  at 
St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  East 
Thomas  charge,  January  24  and  25,  at  the 
call  of  Dr.  C.  L.  Dunn,  district  superintend¬ 
ent.  After  devotions.  Dr.  Dunn  stated  in 
brief  the  purpose  for  which  the  meeting  had 
been  called.  All  of  the  pastors  were  present 
except  seven.  It  was  reported  that  the  Rev. 
W.  F.  Dancy  was  in  the  hospital  with  an 
amputated  foot.  All  of  the  brethren  ex¬ 
pressed  sympathy  for  him  and  hoped  that  he 
would  soon  recover.  On  motion  of  the  Rev. 
T.  A.  Wilson,  an  offering  was  taken  for  him. 

After  the  district  superintendent  had  out¬ 
lined  the  year’s  program  for  the  district,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  adopt  the  same  with¬ 
out  a  single  hitch.  Letters  were  read  from 
Bishops  .tones  and  Henderson,  respectively. 
One  stressed  the  benevolences  of  the  church, 
while  the  other  stressed  evangelism.  A  letter 
was  read  from  Dr.  I.  G.  Penn  relative  to  the 
rebuilding  of  Central  Alabama  College.  Each 
of  these  letters  contained  matter  which  the 
superintendent  had  on  program  for  discus¬ 
sion.  Ways  and  means  of  reaching  the  de¬ 
sired  goal  were  thoroughly  discussed  by  the 
brethren,  and  each  pledged  himself  to  do  his 
best  to  be  a  one  hundred  per  center  at  Con¬ 
ference. 

Even  though  we  were  less  than  two  months 
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from  the  adjournment  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  some  of  the  brethren  reported  much 
success  already  achieved  on  their  charges. 
In  brief,  our  motto  is:  All  benevolence  raised 
by  Easter,  evangelism  already  begun,  to  con¬ 
tinue  throughout  the  year,  and  a  greater  Cen¬ 
tral  Alabama  College  rebuilt  at  all  cost,  while 
all  of  our  people  are  to  be  brought  up  to 
respect  the  Southwestern. 

Inspirational  sermons  were  preached  by 
Brothers  J.  C.  McGee,  T.  A.  Wilson,  Luther 
Jenkins,  and  N.  H.  Redrick.  All  hearts 
were  made  glad  by  the  messages  these  breth¬ 
ren  brought.  The  St.  James  Church  and  their 
acting  pastor.  Father  Israel  Townsend,  took 
care  of  the  meeting  in  fine  shape.  The  Rev. 
W.  O.  Pearson  having  died  early  after  Con¬ 
ference,  left  a  gap  at  this  appointment,  and 
the  new  pastor.  Rev.  P.  Y.  Wofford,  met  his 
people  for  the  first  time  during  this  meeting. 
If  the  general  church  will  but  trust  the  Birm¬ 
ingham  District  this  year,  it  will  not  be  dis¬ 
appointed. — Joel  C.  Carson,  Reporter. 


CORPUS  CHRISTI  DISTRICT  MINIS¬ 
TERIAL  COUNCIL 

The  first  Ministerial  Council  of  the  Corpus 
Christ!  District  was  held  at  Goliad,  Texas, 
January  12-15,  inclusive,  the  Rev.  J.  J. 
Hardeman  presiding.  Those  present  were: 
L.  W.  Roberts,  Beeville  Ct.;  W.  M.  White, 
Corpus  Christ!;  F.  M.  Hudspeth,  Kingsville; 
R.  W.  Allen,  Goliad.  Council  expense  money 
was  called  for  and  reported.  The  budget 
system  of  church  finance  was  thoroughly  dis¬ 
cussed.  Its  protective  features  and  its  re¬ 
flection  of  real  church  business  appealed  to 
the  laymen  as  well  as  the  ministers.  Use  of 
the  budget  system  for  1927  was  unanimously 
favored  and  recommended  to  the  entire  dis¬ 
trict.  Plans  for  the  district  expense  fund 
were  suggested  and  approved  by  the  minis¬ 
ters.  Each  member  is  expected  to  report 
twenty-five  cents,  and  each  auxiliary  one  dol¬ 
lar  to  the  District  Conference.  The  registra¬ 
tion  fee  shall  be  fifty  cents.  The  Sunday 
School  and  Epworth  League  Institute  as¬ 
sessment  is  twenty-five  cents  per  member. 
Dates  and  places  for  the  named  Conferences 
will  be  announced  later.  The  following  were 
elected  as  district  oflScers:  Sunday-school  su- 
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perintendent,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Sanders,  Beeville; 
Epworth  League  president,  A.  A.  Brewer, 
Goliad;  Junior  League  president,  Roeena 
Taylor,  Goliad;  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society,  Teena  Brooks,  Kingsville;  Woman’s 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  Mrs.  T.  A.  White, 
Corpus  Christi;  Ladies’  Aid,  J.  Patterson, 
Corpus  Christi;  Art  Club,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Gar¬ 
ner,  Beeville;  Men’s  Council,  W.  H.  Curry, 
Goliad;  S.  H.  L.,  Maynard  Smith,  Corpus 
Christi;  So.  and  Rec.,  Myrtle  Canady;  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  secretary,  W.  M.  White; 
treasurer  World  Service,  J.  H.  Brown;  treas¬ 
urer  district  expense  fund  and  statistician, 
R.  A.  Allen;  district  organist,  vice-president 
of  So.  and  Rec.  and  reporter,  F.  M.  Hud¬ 
speth. 

We  are  oflfi  With  such  a  leader  as  the 
Rev.  Hardeman,  who  presided  over  the  ses¬ 
sion  while  a  favorite  sister  lay  silently  in 
death  awaiting  burial,  we  are  determined  as 
followers  to  emulate  such  faith  and  courage, 
remembering  to  have  lio  other  God  before 
the  great  Redeemer.  All  eyes  upon  the 
“Baby  District.”  Many  thanks  to  the  Rev. 
Allen  and  his  good  people  who  caused  us  to 
have  a  greater  conception  of  the  words, 
“You  have  never  seen  the  righteous  forsaken, 
nor  his  seed  begging  bread.” — F.  M.  Hud- 
jspeth.  Reporter. 

CAINESVILLE  DISTRICT  LETTER 

Dear  Pastors  and  Members  of  the  Gaines¬ 
ville  District:  You  all  will  please  accept  this 
letter  of  gratitude  from  one  whom  you  have 
stood  so  loyally  by  in  putting  the  Gainesville 
District  at  the  head  of  Methodism  in  the  State 
of  Florida.  Your  pastor  will  tell  you  that 
we  are  now  in  the  lead,  and  by  the  help  of 
God  and  the  co-operation  of  the  entire  mem¬ 
bership,  we  expect  to  stay  in  tlie  lead.  I 
ask  that  you  all  please  stand  by  your  new 
pastors  this  Conference  year  and  help  him  to 
put  his  program  over.  Every  charge  on  the 
district  has  a  right  to  feel  proud  of  the  leader 
that  they  have  this  year.  Make  your  church 
the  banner  of  the  district.  Build  an  altar 
in  the  church  and  call  it  the  Holy  Ghost 
headquarters,  so  that  the  people  will  flock 
there  to  get  their  spiritual  food  for  the  jour¬ 
ney  that  we  all  must  complete  soon  or  late. 
If  you  need  my  help,  let  me  know,  and  I 
will  gladly  come  to  your  rescue.  Order  some 
good  books,  read  them  daily,  read  the  South¬ 
western,  study  the  Sunday-school  lesson,  or¬ 
ganise  the  Epworth  League,  and  preach  the 
Word.  Leave  off  your  manuscripts  and  other 
things  that  you  nor  the  people  can  under¬ 
stand.  Ask  God  to  give  you  more  wisdom 
and  pulpit  power  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the 
people.  Begin  your  revival  before  Easter, 
and  harvest  in  the  souls  for  the  Master.  Meet 
me  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  April  18,  with  your  full  quota  for 
World  Service  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
member  for  world-wide  evangelism.  Let  us 
invite  our  bishop  down  here  that  day  to  see 
us  put  on  the  table  one  thousand  dollars  for 
the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  have  five  free 
tickets  to  the  World  Service  Council  at 
Chafleston,  S.  C.,  September  20,  1927,  and  will 
give  them  to  any  five  women  on  the  district 
that  will  raise  and  report  to  me  on  the  18th 
day  of  April  $60  as  a  special  gift  for  World 
Service  from  her  charge.  Write  and  tell  me, 
are  you  in  the  race  for  this  free  trip  to  the 
greatest  Christian  gathering  that  meets  an¬ 
nually  in  this  country?  I  want  one  hundred 
members  to  attend  this  Council  from  the 
Gainesville  District.  Don’t  forget  our  school 
at  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.  Let  us  send  them 
$1,000  this  year,  and  twice  that  amount  next 
year.  Now,  dear  friends,  I  shall  leave  you 
in  the  hands  of  Him  who  is  able  to  keep  you 
from  falling.  I  pray  that  this  will  be  the 
best  year  of  your  lives  in  the  church  of  God. 
Love  ye  one  another  as  I  have  loved  you. 
Yours  for  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. — D.  S. 
Sclmore,  District  Superintendent. 

HOLLY  SPRINGS  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

The  Holly  Springs  District  Council  con¬ 
vent  in  Burns  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Oxford,  Miss.,  February  8,  1927,  with 
the  Rev.  A.  G.  Cole,  district  superintendent, 
presiding.  After  the  devotional  services,  G. 
Orange  was  elected  secretary.  Tlie  district 


superintendent  stated  the  object  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  which  was  the  fixing  of  the  apportion¬ 
ments  for  World  Service,  Rust  Endowment, 
and  other  benevolences.  This  was  done  with 
perfect  harmony;  each  pastor  willingly  ac¬ 
cepted  the  amount  apportioned  his  charge. 
Our  new  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  A. 
G.  Cole,  conducted  the  Council  with  ability 
and  brotherly  kindness;  he  showed  himself 
the  big  brother,  and  made  it  plain  that  he  was 
willing  to  go  into  the  trenches  with  them  and 
help  put  over  the  program.  The  bishop  made 
the  right  appointment  over  the  Holly  Springs 
District.  The  majority  of  the  pastors  were 
present,  and  a  number  of  laymen.  Much  in¬ 
terest  was  manifested  in  eyery  department 
of  the  church.  Prof.  S.  W.  Wysinger,  of 
Rust  College,  was  present,  representing  the 
president.  Dr.  L.  M.  McCoy.  After  his  ad¬ 
dress,  which  was  short  and  pointed,  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  pastors,  and  laymen 
raised  $20  on  Rust  Endowment  for  imme¬ 
diate  use,  and  turned  it  over  to  Prof.  Wysin¬ 
ger.  One  very  distinguished  visitor  was  pres¬ 
ent,  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Gatewood,  pastor  of  the 
Colored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
was  Introduced,  and  after  a  few  brief  re¬ 
marks  opened  his  big  heart  and  took  from 
his  pocket  $10,  and  gave  it  towards  World 
Service.  The  Council  tendered  him  their 
hearty  thanks  for  his  generous  deed  of  kind¬ 
ness.  The  following  apportionments  were 
made  for  World  Service  and  Rust  Endow¬ 
ment,  respectively:  Abbeville,  .$132-$215; 
Alesville,  $300-$200;  Batesvllle,  $63-$15; 
Grenada,  li!300-$150;  Grenada  Ct.,  $139-.$50; 
Hernando,  $76-.$10;  Holly  Springs,  $300-$250; 
Holly  Springs  Ct.,  $306-.$100;  New  Albany, 
.$300-$250;  New  Albany  CL,  $268-$166;  Ox¬ 
ford,  $310-$160;  Oxford  CL,  $41-$60;  Ponto¬ 
toc,  .$260-.$160;  Pontotoc  Ct.,  $1.32-$16;  Potts 
Camp,  .$258-$160;  Potts  Camp  Ct.,  $,30-.$15; 
Ripley,  $251-$160;  Ripley  Ct..  $200-$160; 
Sardis  and  S.  H.,  $125-$46;  Water  Valley, 
$77-$60.  The  pastor.  Rev.  J.  L.  King,  and 
his  good  people  made  it  very  comfortable 
and  pleasant  for  the  pastors  and  laymen 
while  at  Oxford.  The  entire  delegation  left 
full  of  enthusiasm  and  determination  to  put 
over  the  program  of  the  district. — Rev.  A. 
G.  Cole,  District  Superintendent;  G.  Orange, 
Secretary-Reporter. 

JACKSON  DISTRICT  STEWARDS’ 
MEETING 

The  Jackson  District  Stewards’  Meeting 
was  held  in  Central  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  February  21,  with  the  Rev.  J.  S. 
Williams  in  the  chair.  The  district  super¬ 
intendent  conducted  the  devotional  services, 
reading  the  fifth  chapter  of  St.  Matthew 
and  commenting  on  the  same.  The  Rev. 
J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  Jr.,  led  in  prayer.  Upon 
the  invitation  of  the  district  superintendent, 
the  Rev.  L.  W.  Price,  one  of  the  ex-district 
superintendents  of  this  district,  came  to  the 
rostrum  and  made  a  timely  talk  on  the  out¬ 
look  of  the  district  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  Williams.  On  organization  of  the 
meeting  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Keeling  was  elected 
secretary  and  reporter  to  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate.  At  the  roll  call  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pastors  answered  “present” :  the  Revs. 
R.  B.  Anderson,  P.  W.  Baldwin,  G.  W. 
Adams,  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  Jr.,  Harry  Holston, 
L.  W.  Price,  L.  E.  Johnson,  C.  R.  McCor¬ 
mick,  J.  W.  Isable,  J.  E.  Thompson,  A.  B. 
Keeling.  Apporionment  of  the  World  Serv¬ 
ice  quota  to  the  several  charges  was  then 
made,  followed  by  a  general  discussion  of  the 
district  program  for  the  year.  The  motion 
prevailed  that  each  charge  should  increase 
the  salary  of  the  district  superintendent  by 
adding  two  dollars  per  quarter  to  what  they 
were  assessed  in  1926,  excepting  the  follow¬ 
ing  charges,  whose  district  stewards,  being 
present,  voted  to  pay  the  amounts  following 
i-heir  names:  Brandon,  $27.26;  Canton.  $3.3; 
Forrest,  $36;  Morton,  $26;  Pratt  Memorial, 
$32.60;  Yazoo,  St.  Stephen,  $40.  The  district 
superintendent’s  salary  was  fixed  at  $2,236 
for  the  year.  After  adjournment  a  very  de¬ 
licious  menu  was  served  at  the  Colored  Y.  W. 
C.  A.  rooms  by  the  ladies  of  Central  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church. — A.  B.  Keeling,  Re¬ 
porter. 


MINISTERS’  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 
VICTORIA  DISTRICT 
The  Ministers’  District  Council  of  the  Vic¬ 
toria  District  convened  in  Wesley  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  February  10  and  j 
11,  1927,  with  the  district  superintendent  and 
nine  of  the  fourteen  pastors  present.  Devo¬ 
tions  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Bry¬ 
ant,  and  the  Council  was  organized  with  the 
Rev.  D.  F.  Vance,  secretary,  and  the  Rev. 
Geo.  Waters,  treasurer.  The  Rev.  R.  S. 
Mosby,  of  the  San  Antonio  District,  was 
made  an  honorary  member.  The  Rev.  Elli¬ 
son  outlined  the  program  for  the  district, 
being  very  careful  to  emphasize  each  cause 
separately;  viz.,  for  World  Service,  Samuel 
Huston  College,  and  Gulfside.  The  seat  of 
the  Victoria  District  Conference  is  Halletts- 
ville,  Texas,  AprU  19-24,  1927.  At  7.80  P.  M. 
the  Rev.  S.  D.  Mosely  led  the  devotion.  The 
Rev.  Geo.  Waters  preached  the  opening  ser¬ 
mon  from  James  6.  13;  subject,  “The  Power 
of  Prayer.”  His  sermon  was  full  of  wisdom 
and  power,  and  enjoyed  by  his  many  hearers. 
Devotions  were  conducted  on  Friday  by  tbe 
Rev.  D.  L.  Mosby  at  8.30  A.  M.  The  Rev. 

Q..  S.  Mosby  spoke  at  10.16  A.  M.,  and  the 
Revs.  Mallory  and  Mosely’  spoke  briefly. 

At  11.30  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Ellison,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  introduced  the  Rev.  D.  L. 
Mosby,  who  brought  another  burning  mes¬ 
sage,  that  stirred  the  hearts  of  all.  At  night, 
the  round  table  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Ellison.  At  7.30  P.  M.,  devotions  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  Brother  Jesse  Lewis.  The  Rev.  J. 

T.  Carper  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon 
from  Heb.  2.  12.  Thus  passes  into  history  ' 
one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  district 
councils  ever  held  on  the  Victoria  District. 
The  superintendent  and  pastors  left  in  praise 
of  the  pastor.  Rev.  D.  F.  Vance,  and  loyal 
members  for  the  splendid  entertainment  of 
the  Council. — Mrs.  L.  B.  Glover,  Reporter. 

TUPELO  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
The  Ministerial  and  Laymen  Council  of  the 
Tupelo  District  met  in  our  church  at  Tupelo, 
Miss.,  on  February  16.  The  district  super¬ 
intendent,  Rev.  B.  W.  Wynn,  presided.  A 
full  representation  of  ministers,  saving  two. 
The  several  charges  and  circuits  were  well 
represented  by  the  laymen.  The  work  in  hand 
was  gone  into  with  loyalty  and  enthusiasm 
by  the  ministers  and  laymen.  Closing  the 
regular  business,  a  short  respite  was  given 
for  laymen  speeches  on  various  features  of 
church  work.  The  laymen  made  good  use  of 
the  time  in  discussing  how  to  improve  the 
churches.  This  gave  inspiration  to  all  pres-  '• 
ent,  and  helped  to  get  up  steam  on  which 
to  run  till  the  next  similar  meeting.  Next 
was  a  splendid  talk  from  Dr.  McCoy,  of  Rust 
College,  touching  things  for  the  betterment 
of  Rust,  which  was  very  agreeably  accepted 
by  all  present.  Last,  but  not  least,  the  good  | 
sisters  of  Tupelo  fed  the  delegation  in  the 
basement  of  the  church  on  the  most  appetiz¬ 
ing  food.  I  think  no  army  of  soldiers  could 
have  served  their  country  better  than  these 
good  sisters.  God  bless  them. — W.  R. 
Adams,  Reporter. 

Obituaries 

COLEMAN — Mr.  Cleo  Coleman,  a  member  of 
Haven  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Alex¬ 
ander  City,  Ala.,  on  the  night  of  February 
14,  1927,  was  called  from  labor  to  reward. 

He  joined  the  church  about  a  year  ago  and 
lived  a  devoted  Christian  life.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  on  the  third  Sunday  in  November,  1926, 
to  Miss  Tommie  L.  Hunter.  He  was  only 
twenty-four  years  of  age;  was  a  devoted  hus¬ 
band  and  a  true  friend.  He  was  loyal  to 
bis  church  and  to  the  choir  also.  Even 
though  the  sudden  ending  of  this  youthful 
life  has  cast  dark  clouds  of  sorrow  upon 
the  bereaved  ones  at  home,  God  took  him  J 
home  to  heaven,  and  if  we  let  the  life  he 
lived  be  a  strong  influence  to  our  future 
life,  we  as  ones  who  loved  him  will  not  always 
be  parted. — The  Rev.  I.  B.  Points,  Pastor;  | 
Francis  Russell,  Reporter. 

COLEMAN — Mrs.  Henrietta  E.  Coleman,  a 
faithful  and  loyal  member  of  Wesley  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Green- 
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wood,  Miss.,  died  at  her  home  Sunday  night, 
February  6.  She  was  at  church  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  celebrating  with  us  the  sacrament  of  the 
jLord’s  Supper,  and  died  that  night.  She  was 
Secretary  of  the  Epworth  League  for  thirteen 
years,  secretary  of  Sewing  Circle  nine  years, 
treasurer  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society,  and  a  member  of  the  Stewardess 
Board.  All  of  these  positions  she  served 
faithfully.  She  will  be  missed  by  the  many 
relatives  and  friends  left  to  mourn  their  loss. 
The  funeral  was  attended  at  Wesley,  Sunday, 
February  13.  Many  were  present  to  witness 
the  last  sad  rites.  The  Rev.  B.  R.  Miller, 
pastor,  officiated. — Reporter, 


CROUSTON — Little  Fred  Crouston,  who  was 
born  September  7,  1922,  died  January  25, 
1927,  at  the  age  of  four  years.  At  this  age 
he  was  a  faithful  Sunday-school  scholar.  His 
parents  are  members  ot  Jones  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Mayflower,  Ark.  He 
passed  away  at  3  A.  M.  with  a  bright  smile 
upon  his  face.  The  Sunday  school  and  friends 
mourn  his  passing.  He  leaves  a  father, 
mother,  grandparents,  one  sister,  one  brother, 
and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  their  loss. 
The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  R.  B. 
Fayan,  the  pastor,  and  the  Rev.  J.  Jackson, 
of  the  Baptist  Church. — The  Rev.  John  Nel¬ 
son,  Reporter. 

GRAFTON — Bro.  Jake  Grafton,  of  Union 
Church,  Miss.,  departed  this  life  December 
14,  1926.  He  was  born  in  Jefferson  County, 
a  slave  boy.  Growing  up  through  this  strug- 
^gle  of  life,  he  confessed  Jesus  Christ  and 
Ijoined  the  old  Bell  Hill  Church,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  its  first  members.  He  served 
as  a  class  leader  for  forty  years.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  He  leaves 
a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  their  loss.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  A.  G. 
Crump. 

Card  of  Thanks 

The  Rev.  E.  W.  Rogers  wishes  to  thank 
members  of  St.  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal 
ChurchT  Stallo,  Miss.,  for  a  cash  purse  pre¬ 
sented  for  Conference,  led  by  Miss  P.  C. 
N  icholson.— Reporter . 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good  people 
of  Poplarville,  Miss.,  Methodist  and  Baptist, 
for  their  kindness  to  me  during  my  illness.  I 
appreciated  the  lovely  flowers  and  the  fruit 
which  they  brought  me.  May  God  bless  them 
all. — Rose  Doby. 


1  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good  people 
tf  the  Mount  Carmel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Mansfield,  La.,  for  the  many  nice 
presents  given  us  during  the  Chrlstmastide, 
among  whom  were  Sisters  E.  L.  Houston  and 
Sarah  Jackson.  We  thank  one  and  all. — The 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Kirvin. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
and  friends  of  Newman  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  the  recent  storm  which 
visited  the  parsonage  and  brought  many 
pounds  of  choice  groceries  and  fruit  for  the 
pastor  and  family,  led  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Vaughn. 
Thanks;  call  again. — H.  Allbright,  Pastor. 


We  wish  to  take  this  method  of  expressing 
oiir  many  thanks  to  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  Easley  charge,  Easley,  S.  C.,  for  the 
liberal  poundings  which  they  have  given  us 
since  January  1 — Easley  Chapel,  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  and  St.  James,  respectively.  These 
cliurches  seem  to  have  vied  with  each  other 
in  furnishing  edibles  for  us.  Again  we  wish 
to  thank  you,  and  pray  God’s  richest  bless¬ 
ings  upon  you. — The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  C. 
W  right. 


Marriages 


CRAIG — ANDRE.  Mr.  C.  C.  Craig  and 
Miss  Ethel  Andre  were  married  on  February 
6,  1927,  by  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Landry,  of  New 
Orleans,  La.  Mr.  Craig  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Craig,  of  State  Line,  Miss.,  old 
members  of  the  church  there.  Mrs.  Craig 
is  of  Mobile,  Ala.  After  their  return  from 
tile  honeymoon  trip,  they  will  reside  at  3100 
Toulouse  St.,  New  Orleans,  La. — Reporter. 


GILCHRIST— BUIN.  Mr.  S.  C.  Gilchrist 
and  Miss  Zadie  Buin  ware  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  at  the  parsonage  on  Thanksgiving  Day, 
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1926.  The  bride  is  a  young  woman  of  high 
ideals  and  a  fine  church  worker.  Bro.  Gil¬ 
christ  is  one  of  the  best  Epworth  League 
presidents  on  the  circuit,  and  a  local  preacher. 
Both  are  members  of  the  old  Hickory  Block 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  the  Union 
Church  (Miss.)  circuit.  The  Rev.  A.  G. 
Crump  officiated. — Reporter. 

ONEAI^HOLMES.  Miss  Johnie  Mae 
Holmes,  a  member  of  St.  Mary  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Minter  City,  Miss.,  was 
married  to  Mr.  Eddie  Oneal,  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  on  December  24,  1926.  We  wish  for 
them  a  pleasant  voyage  over  life’s  sea. — Miss 
Bettie.Maye  Gray,  Reporter. 

Woman’s  Column 

Coffeyville,  Kans. — Tbe  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  met  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Dora  Wallace  Friday  evening.  The  ladies 
conducted  a  pie  sale  and  the  results  were 
very  pleasing.  Mrs.  Dora  Wallace  is  presi¬ 
dent  and  Miss  Hazel  O.  Carclow,  secretary. 

Winona,  Mitt. — The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  of  Ackerman,  Miss.,  gave  a 
grand  reception  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ernest  Stackings  in  honor  of  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  O.  W.  Crump.  The  Rev.  Crump  is  their 
ex-pastor.  May  God  bless  these  good  women. 
— Mrs.  O.  W.  Crump. 

Atlanta,  Oa. — The  South  Atlanta  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  ot  which  the  Rev.  C.  L. 
Johnson  is  pastor,  had  a  very  unique  pro¬ 
gram  on  Sunday  night,  January  30.  It  was 
a  joint  program  of  the  ladies’  auxiliaries  of 
the  church,  Mrs.  Grant  Adams  presiding. 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Arnold  represented  the  Ladies’ 
Aid;  Mrs.  L.  J.  Price,  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society,  while  Mrs.  Willis  J.  King 
made  an  appeal  for  the  organization  of  The 
Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society.  The 
result  of  the  program  was  that  each  auxiliary 
enrolled  some  news  members  and  The  Wom¬ 
an’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  was'  organ¬ 
ized  with  a  membership  of  twelve  auxiliary 
members,  two  extension  members,  and  four¬ 
teen  honorary  members.  Mrs.  Grant  Adams 
was  elected  president;  Mrs.  R.  N.  Brooks, 
secretary,  and  Miss  Katie  Mae  Bryant,  treas¬ 
urer.  This  marks  the  beginning  of  The  Wom- 
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an’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  in  any  of 
the  churches  in  the  State  of  Georgia. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Washington,  D.  C. — The  inscription  “Tip 
Top”  on  a  pencil  reminded  me  of  achieve¬ 
ments  on  our  district.  A  Christmas  box  was 
packed  by  the  Young  Women’s  Auxiliary  of 
Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
Faith  Kindergarten  in  New  Orleans,  La. 
The  president,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Parker,  was  well 
pleased  with  the  way  in  which  each  member 
responded.  The  Washington  District  is  so 
thoroughly  aroused  with  enthusiasm  that  I 
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Superstition 


Superstition,  the  black-robed  messenger 
spiritual  death,  world-wide.  To 
the  human  race  free  from  bondage 
of  the  great  tasks  the  Christian  religion. 

World  Service  is  helping  to  break  the  chains. 

^  There  is  no  need  to  go  abroad  to  find  supersti-  ~ 
tion.  It  is  right  here  in  America.  You  can  find 

without  diffiodty  sects  that  zealously  propagate  a  fear  of  education ; 
soaal  and  politic^  movements,  embracing  large  sections  of  the  popu¬ 
lation,  that  flourish  on  the  superstitions  of  the  people;  in  certain 
quarters  most  ^absurd  vagaries  are  promoted  in  the  name  of  religion. 

In  uncivilized  lands  superstition  is  found  in  forms  of  weird  incan¬ 
tations,  _  strange  beliefs  and  harmful  practices,  which  hold  back 
civilization  and  prevent  the  advance  toward  the  higher  forms  of 
human  progress. 

What  civilization  the  world  has,  its  material  and  scientific  progress 
are  due  to  the  forward  look  of  the  Christian  faith.  Shall  we  not 
share  the  priceless  blessings  which  are  ours? 

World  Service  Offers  the  Opportunity 


World  Service 
includes: 

Home  Minions 
Foteign  Minions 
Christian  Education 
Direction  of  Hospi¬ 
tals  end  Homes  and 
Deaconen  Work 
Pensions  and  Relief 
Supervision 
Temperance  and 
Prohibition 
Bible  Distribution 
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am  forced  to  continue  writing.  Mrs.  Mamie 
P.  Thomas,  of  Ebenezer  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  organized  a  Junior  Queen  Esther 
Circle.  They  presented  a  beautiful  pageant, 
“Christ  In  America.”  Mrs.  I.  Broadnick,  of 
Mt.  Zion,  in  November  organized  a  Young 
Women’s  Auxiliary  and  they,  too,  caught  the 
missionary  spirit.  Twelve  young  women  sat 
eagerly  listening  to  a  very  timely  address 
by  Mrs.  M.  E.  Jones,  who  spoke  on  “For 
Love  of  Christ  and  In  His  Name.”  This  is 
what  we  call  “Tip  Top,”  don’t  you?— Mrs. 
Callie  A.  Nelson,  District  Young  People’s 
Secretary. 


retary  Palestine  District,  also  Secretary 
Texas  Annual  Conference  Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  Box  21,  Bryan,  Texas. 


Bryan,  Texas. — To  the  presidents  of  The 
Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Palestine  District:  We  are  out  on  an  expe¬ 
dition  to  make  our  second  annual  report. 
You  did  fairly  well  considering  all  things, 
and  yet  we  must  do  better  according  as  we 
advance  in  the  intelligence  of  the  purpose 
of  the  society.  Now  our  quota  for  the  en¬ 
tire  district  is  only  $25,  and  I  am  sure  we 
could  not  afford  to  fall  short  of  so  small 
an  amount.  The  apportionments  by  charges 
are  as  follows:  Palestine  Station,  Bryan, 
East  Mexia,  Calvert,  Fairfield,  Leona,  Love- 
lady,  and  Oak  wood,  $2.60  each;  Bryan  circuit, 
Streetman,  Teague,  and  Normangee,  $2  each; 
Jacksonville  and  Buffalo,  $1.50  each;  Hearne, 
Jewett,  Palestine  circuit,  Tyler,  Sutton, 
Thornton,  and  Bethlehem,  $1  each.  Send 
these  monies  to  the  Conference  treasurer  of 
The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
Mrs.  T.  A.  Jackson,  2221  Davis  Street,  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texas,  and  receive  a  voucher  for  the 
same.  Bring  voucher  to  your  district  meet¬ 
ing;  do  not  bold  the  cash  to  present  there. 
If  you  wait  to  bring  this  amount  to  your 
district  meeting,  you  will  not  be  properly 
reported,  and  besides  you  make  unnecessary 
and  extra  burdens  on  your  district  and  an¬ 
nual  societies.  Sisters,  let  us  do  business. 
We  are  not  doing  business  any  way  and  at 
any  time.  If  we  are  capable  of  doing  busi¬ 
ness,  suppose  we  do  it. — Ella  Mae  Blue,  Sec¬ 


Victoria,  Texas. — The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  of  the  West  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  called 
to  order  December  10,  1926,  in  semi-annual 
session  by  that  grand  and  noble  woman,  Mrs. 
Anna  L.  Carper,  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  in 
the  Baptist  church  of  Victoria,  Texas,  the 
Rev.  Joshua,  pastor.  The  afternoon  through¬ 
out  the  meeting  was  filled  with  the  Spirit 
of  the  Master.  It  -would  take  more  space 
than  would  be  given  me  to  give  in  detail 
the  work  of  this  short  meeting.  Certainly 
I  could  not  close  without  making  mention  of 
our  efficient  Conference  corresponding  secre¬ 
tary  of  Fort  Worth,  who  brought  to  us  echoes 
/rom  that  great  annual  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  which  was  held  in  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  October  18-20,  1926,  in  the  person  of 
Mrs.  F.  L.  K^p'atrick.  Filled  with  mis¬ 
sionary  information  and  inspiration.  Miss 
King,  of  Sam  Huston  College,  presented  the 
Jubilee  Sticker  and  beautifully  explained  its 
significance  to  us.  Our  task  at  home  is  be¬ 
fore  us.  1  ask.  What  will  we  do  with  this 
opportunity  to  do  our  duty  and  to  perform 
our  task?  May  the  Lord  open  our  eyes  and 
ears  and  hearts  to  see  and  hear  and  receive 
just  such  blessings  as  He  knows  this  old 
world  needs,  and  may  Jesus  be  able  to  count 
on  us  for  service,  too,  for  we  cannot  do  our 
task  at  home  as  missionaries  until  we  are 
willing  to  work.  Let’s  pray  for  a  wonderful 
annual  meeting,  which  is  to  be  held  at  St. 
James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Waco, 
June,  1927.  Let’s  study  hard,  do  our  work, 
give  service,  that  we  may  not  be  subjected 
to  unworthy  criticism. — Mrs.  W.  A.  Perkins. 


Inquiries 


I  wish  to  inquire  for  my  son,  Eddie  Green. 
When  last  heard  of  he  was  in  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.  Any  information  leading  to  his  where- 


anouts  will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  his 
mother,  who  is  very  ill  at  the  present.  Pas¬ 
tors,  plea.se  make  this  inquiry  from  your 
pulpits. — Mrs.  Mary  Green,  Union  Church, 
Miss. 


I  wish  to  make  inquiry  for  my  brother. 
Alien  Brown.  His  father’s  name  is  Bird,  his 
brother  is  Henry  C.  Brown,  and  sister,  Jennie 
Brown.  When  last  heard  from  he  was  in 
Leavenworth,  Kans.  Any  information  con¬ 
cerning  his  whereabouts  will  be  gladly  re¬ 
ceived  and  appreciated.  Please  notify!'  his 
brother,  Henry  C.  Brown,  Box  256,  Bluefield,. 
Va.  I 

I  desire  that  the  people  of  Gibbons  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Brandywine,  Md., 
help  me  locate  a  lady  whose  surname  is  Mrs. 
Spellman,  whom  I  met  at  Hampton  Institute 
last  summer.  I  believe  there  is  great  hope 
of  finding  her  through  the  missionary  society, 
as  she  is  a  good  worker  in  that  department. 
Thanking  you  in  advance  for  your  kindness, 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Arnold,  P.  O.  Box  371,  Okolona, 
Miss. 


To  the  pastors  of  the  Jackson  District: 
Please  announce  from  your  pulpits  that  I 
desire  to  inquire  for  my  sister,  whose  name 
was  Lougenia  Morgan,  and  who  was  married 
to  one,  Andrew  Watts,  at  Colon,  Miss.  They 
moved  to  Clarksdale,  Miss.,  about  eight  years 
ago.  She  has  one  son  whose  name  is  Heze- 
kiah  Morgan,  but  generally  known  by  the 
name  of  Doby.  Please  send  any  information 
to  Mrs.  Eunice  Morgan,  Heidelberg,  Miss. 


I  wish  to  inquire  for  my  daughter,  Mamie 
Stepney.  She  left  Montrose,  Miss.,  in  June, 
1926,  with  Sam  Stepney,  her  uncle.  They 
went  to  Blaine,  Miss.  When  last  heard  of 
she  was  at  Sunflower,  Miss.  Any  informa-i 
tion  concerning  her  will  be  highly  appre-l 
dated.  Please  notify  Dan  Stepney  and^ 
Nannie  Stepney,  the  parents.  Address  them 
at  Montrose,  Miss.,  care  of  the  Rev.  W.  P. 
Ward,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN 


A  group  of  Methodist  Ejpiscopa,!  youth  assembled  at  the  base  of  a  Confederate 
monument  in  the  heart  of  the  Southland,  picturing  the  triumph  of 
the  Christian  spirit  of  forgiveness  and  love  over  that  of 
ill-will  and  unbrotherliness 

^  \ 

See  article,  “The  Stuff  Boys  Are  Made  Of,"  page  211 
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Personal  and  General 

— It  is  not  a  mere  custom  but  an  urgent  ne¬ 
cessity  that  there  shall  be  nation-wide  ob¬ 
servance  of  Health  Week  among  Negroes  of 
.  the  country  in  order  to  effect  a  reduction  to 
the  minimum  of  the  Negro  death  rate.  It 
occurs  this  year,  April  &-10. 

— Countee  Cullen,  poet,  has  consented  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  National  Association  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  Colored  People  in  its  annual 
spring  conference  in  Indianapolis  in  June.  It 
is  ejected  also  that  United  States  Postmas¬ 
ter-General  H.  S.  New,  will  be  present  and 
speak. 

—We  are  in  receipt  of  a  very  splendid  col¬ 
iege  paper,  “The  Philanderian,”  published  by 
the  students  of  Philander  Smith  College, 
Little  Rock,  Ark.  Many  interesting  articles 
are  found  regarding  the  Jubilee  Campaign, 
which  is  to  be  held  ^ring  the  month  of  June, 
192T. 

— Our  honor  roll  is  in  process  of  formation 
for  those  who  show  diligence  in  promoting 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  subscrip¬ 
tions.  If  pastors  will  procure  their  new  sub¬ 
scriptions  and  renewals  at  once,  those  doing 
so  will  head  the  list  of  the  honorable  ones. 
Send  them  in  at  once. 

— The  Rev.  V.  D.  Jenkins,  Georgia’s  Negro 
representative  at  the  Sesqui-Centennial,  has 
accepted  the  position  of  financial  agent  for 
the  State  Industrial  Institute  at  For^h,  Ga. 
Dr.  Jenkins  is  at  present  soliciting  funds  in 
the  North.  He  is  an  honored  retired  min¬ 
ister  in  Atlanta  Conference. 

— Dr.  W.  L.  Turner,  returned  missionary 
from  Africa,  and  now  an  active  pastor  at 
Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  was  the  principal  speaker 
during  National  Negro  History  Week,  which 
was  observed  in  a  very  fine  way  at  Wiley 
College.  Dr.  Turner  spoke  on  the  theme, 
“Negro  Culture  in  West  Africa.” 

— Memphis,  Tenn.,  will  be  host  to  the  forth¬ 
coming  session  of  the  National  Insurance  As¬ 
sociation,  comprising  most  of  the  colored  in¬ 
surance  companies  of  the  country.  The  dates 
of  meeting  will  be  April  20-22.  President 
J.  E.  Walker,  of  the  Universal  Life  Insur¬ 
ance  Co.,  is  providing  for  the  largest  attend¬ 
ance  in  the  association’s  history. 

— Reading  its  purpose  carefully,  there  is  .no 
need  for  further  arrament  as  to  the  timeli¬ 
ness  and  need  of  The  League  of  the  Kindly 
Tongue,  organized  twelve  years  ago  by  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  Wm.  D.  Marsh,  of  New 
York  State.  Its  members  agree  ‘Ho  abstain 
from  unkind  speech,  and  as  often  as  possible 
to  speak  in  the  spirit  of  Christ,  to  stranger, 
friend,  or  kin,  words  of  cheer,  courage,  or 
counsel.” 

— ^Mr.  G.  W.  Hodges,  educated  at  Clark  and 
Atlanta  Universities,  is  president  of  the  In¬ 
terstate  Bible  class  of  St.  Mark  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  New  York  City.  This  class 
is  one  of  the  most  effective  organizations  in 
that  great  church  or  anywhere  else  in  Meth¬ 
odist  circles.  Under  its  auspices  is  published 
St.  Mark  Bulletin,  which  maintains  a  margin 
of  superiority  over  well-nigh  any  church 
bulletin  we  have  seen  among  our  group. 

— ^We  record  here  the  death  of  Miss  Beatrice 
McDonald,  a  member  of  Wesley  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  a  student  in  third 
year  high  school  at  New  Orleans  College. 
Miss  McDonald,  on  several  occasions,  assisted 
in  the  business  oflSce  of  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate  in  a  very  helpful  and  e£B- 
cient  way.  She  was  a  lovable  student  and 
an  active  member  of  the  church.  The  entire 
office  force  extends  to  the  family  heartfelt 
sympathy. 

— Dr.  R.  T.  Weatherby,  pastor  of  St.  Matthew 
Church,  Greensboro,  N.  C.,  makes  to  the  city 
of  Greensboro  the  very  timely  suggestion  to 
set  apart  some  definite  week  as  a  “No-Crlme 
Week,”  when  all  church  people  of  both  races 
will  co-operate  with  officers  of  the  law  in  the 
effort  to  create  among  all  elements  the  will 
to  refrain  from  crime  and  lawbreaking  of 
every  kind.  Such  a  suggestion  would  nelp 
to  bring  about  better  conditions  in  any  com¬ 
munity,  and  should  receive  wider  currency. 


— According  lo  general  reports,  the  Rev.  J. 
C.  Brower,  of  Wesley  Chapel,  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  is  doing  some  very  helpful  preaching 
in  that  city.  The  Arkansas  Survey,  local 
paper,  in  recent  issue,  under  editorial  caption, 
“Tackling  an  Evil  from  the  Right  Angle,” 
remarks:  “When  ministers  will  take  up  such 
subjects  and  frankly  discuss  them,  calling  a 
spade  a  spade,  a  hoe  a  hoe;  and  when  their 
life  squares  with  their  preachments,  improve¬ 
ment  will  be  noted.  The  good  doctor  has 
blazed  the  way;  let  others  follow.” 


An  epidemic  of  suicides  among  young 
people  in  our  colleges  recently  has  caused 
alarm  and  has  led  psychologists  to  specu¬ 
lation.  Is  it  not  probable  that  these  sui¬ 
cides  are  the  direct  results  of  concerted 
and  interested  attacks  ^on  religious  faith 
and  public  morals?  The  public  interest 
does  not  require  legislative  defense  of  re¬ 
ligious  dogma,  but  nevertheless  it  does  in¬ 
dicate  concern  over  the  fact  that  deliberate 
effort  is  made  to  destroy  the  religious  loy¬ 
alty  and  hope  of  our  young  people.  And 
why  should  they  not  sometimes  be  de¬ 
pressed  by  the  shattering  of  faith,  the 
seeming  passage  of  the  simple  cleanliness* 
of  life  their  mothers  knew,  the  systematic 
destruction  of  ideals?  Much  of  the  liter¬ 
ary  and  journalistic  offerings  of  the  day 
smack  too  much  of  Trotsky  and  Mencken 
and  too  little  of  Washington  and  Lincoln. 
The  theories  of  the  former  lead  to  blank 
despair  and  suicide;  of  the  latter,  to  rich 
fruitfulness  in  this  life  and  hope  for  the 
life  to  come. — From  The  Clipsheet. 


— ^We  have  been  favored  with  many  promi¬ 
nent  visitors  within  the  last  two  weeks.  Drs. 
M.  W.  Dogan,  president  Wiley  College;  L. 
M.  McCoy,  Rust  College;  J.  B.  F.  Shaw, 
Haven  Teachers’  College;  M.  T.  J.  Howard, 
Department  of  Rural  Work  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension;  J.  M. 
Shumpert,  pastor  at  Pass  Christian,  Miss.; 
J.  H.  Bynum,  Mound  Bayou,  Miss.;  W.  G. 
Alston,  Shreveport;  and  Arthur  Robinson, 
Shreveport.  We  are  always  delighted  to  have 
our  friends  visit  the  office  of  the  Southwest¬ 
ern  Christian  Advocate. 

— During  the  current  and  succeeding  month 
of  April,  Dr.  James  C.  Baker,  pastor  of 
Trinity  Church,  Urbana,  Ohio,  is  preaching  a 
series  of  sermons  that  go  to  the  heart  of  the 
Christian  faith  and  liK.  The  topics  are: 
“Why  the  Sense  of  God  Grows  Dim,”  “Mod¬ 
ern  Substitutes  for  God,”  “Without  God — 
What?”  “The  Christian  Conception  of  God,” 
“The  Personal  Adventure,”  “Is  God  Al¬ 
mighty?”  “God  and  Immortality.”  The  ac¬ 
cent  of  this  series  indicates  that  while  the 
day  of  dogma  may  be  dying,  the  day  of  true 
and  essential  doctrine  is  now  beginning  to 
dawn. 

— At  the  sessions  of  the  National  Conference 
of  Social  Work,  to  be  held  in  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  May  11-18,  the  Conference  will  deliber¬ 
ate  on  “The  Church  and  Social  Justice,”  “The 
Church  in  Industry,”  and  “Mental  Hygiene  in 
Religion.”  Much  will  be  said  about  commu¬ 
nity  responsibility  for  problems  of  the  mucli 
discussed  youth  of  to-day,  methods  of  educa¬ 
tional  publicity,  the  modern  family,  crime,  the 
immigrant,  industrial  relations,  recreation. 
From  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  some  progress 
will  be  made  toward  a  more  constructive  point 
of  view  with  respect  to  the  church’s  ministry 
in  relation  to  the  moral  weaknesses  of  our 
social  order. 

— Among  subjects  discussed  at  the  recent  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Negro  Press  Association, 
held  in  Chicago,  Hon.  B.  J.  Davis,  president, 
were:  1.  Disfranchisement  in  the  South.  2. 
Segregation  in  Public  Offices.  3.  Lynching 
Law.  4.  Jim  Crow  Cars.  5.  More  Political 
Recognition  for  Our  Group.  6.  Reduction 
of  Representation  in  Congress  in  Proportion 
as  American  Citizens  Are  Denied  the  Right 
of  Suffrage.  7.  Prohibition.  8.  Larger  Rep¬ 
resentation  in  the  Consular  Service.  9.  The 
Elimination  of  the  Photograph  Discrimina¬ 
tion  on  Applications  for  Positions  in  the 
Classified  Service.  10.  A  Plank  in  the  Plat¬ 
form  of  All  Political  Organizations  Through¬ 
out  the  States,  and  a  Larger  Opportunity 
for  Labor  in  the  Industries  of  the  Country. 


— A  call  has  been  issued  for  the  twelfth  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  National  Race  Congress, 
to  be  held  April  5-7,  with  Mount  Carmel 
Baptist  Church,  Washington,  D.  C.  Delega¬ 
tions  are  requested  from  all  local  churches  as 
well  as  all  social  uplift  agencies.  The  annual 
sermon  will  be  preached  by  Dr.  M.  H.  Davis, 
of  Waters  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Baltimore.  Dr.  W.  H.  Jernagin  is 
president  of  the  organization.  Dr.  J.  U.  King, 
our  pastor  of  Asbury  Church,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  is  the  vice-president.  National  public 
questions  will  be  discussed  in  the  addresses  of 
such  eminent  speakers  as  Governor  Jackson, 
of  Indiana,  senators  and  representatives  of 
Congress. 

— Dr.  Dunbar  H.  Ogden,  prominent  Presby¬ 
terian  minister  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  is  president, 
and  Dr.  E.  T.  Belsaw,  prominent  colored 
dentist,  is  secretary  of  the  Alabama  State 
Interracial  Committee.  The  session  of  that 
commission  just  closed  committed  itself  and 
the  better  moral  sentiment  of  Alabama 
“1.  To  obtain  better  school  facilities  for  the 
colored  children  of  the  State.  2.  To  encour¬ 
age  health  measures  and  more  general  em¬ 
ployment  of  public  health  nurses  and  officers, 
particularly  in  the  rural  districts.  3.  To  give 
all  possible  support  to  the  bill  now  pending 
in  the  legislature  providing  for  a  home  for 
delinquent  Negro  girls.”  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  work  for  these  ends. 

— ^The  February  edition  of  The  Rural  Evan¬ 
gel  is  a  pastors’  edition,  valuable  to  pastors 
in  rural  charges  contemplating  church  build- 
inar  and  improvement  programs.  Acknowl¬ 
edgment  therein  is  made  of  the  valuable  serv¬ 
ice  rendered  that  issue  by  our  own  Dr.  Con¬ 
over,  director  of  our  Bureau  of  Architec¬ 
ture,  which  renders  every  needed  assistance 
to  our  pastors  in  their  church  building  pro¬ 
grams.  Quotations  of  considerable  length 
also  are  made  in  this  issue  of  the  Evangel 
from  the  annual  reports  to  our  Board  of 
Drs.  Dawber  and  Hughes.  Altogether 
therein  are  sixteen  pages  of  invaluable  read¬ 
ing  for  our  hard-pressed  country  pastors,  who 
can  get  the  copy  referred  to  by  sending  ten 
cents  in  stamps  to  The  Rural  Evangel,  Ports¬ 
mouth,  Ohio. 

— The  Pacific  Christian  Advocate  deals  deadly 
blows  at  the  Mormon  movement.  Because  he 
is  in  close  proximity  to  the  Mormon  situa¬ 
tion  and  has  studied  it  for  years.  Editor  Mills 
is  in  position  to  note  its  failures  in  the  es¬ 
sential  marks  of  evangelical  Christianity,  as 
well  as  its  historical  fallacies  kept  current 
by  its  elaborate  machinery.  In  order  to  cope 
with  this  movement  out  in  the  West,  Dr.  Mills 
wisely  says  that  “The  Boards  ought  to  lift 
the  level  of  their  appropriations  to  Utah  and 
Southern  Idaho  and  then  maintain  them  with 
a  fair  degree  of  continuity,  so  that  Mormon 
converts  to  evangelical  churches  may  not  have 
any  fears  of  being  left  stranded  high  and  dry 
the  next  year  by  a  drop  in  appropriations 
and  a  resulting  cessation  of  work  in  the  lo¬ 
cality  where  they  happen  to  live.” 
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Misleading  Negro  Students 


A  RECENT  release  of  The  Associated  Negro  Press 
discloses  the  fact  of  a  visit  made  by  Mr.  Clarence 
narrow  to  Tuskegee  Institute,  and  the  synthesis 
of  an  address  made  by  the  noted  lawyer  to  the  student 
body  there.  The  address  excerpts  follow: 

“Cret  education  and  money,  for  these  mean  power,” 
was  the  advice  which  Clarence  S.  Darrow,  of  Chicago, 
introduced  by  Vice-Principal  R.  R.  Taylor  as  a  lover  of 
humanity — a  characterization  which  he  repudiated  at  the 
outset — gave  to  students  of  Tuskegee  Institute  in  an 
address  here  Thursday  afternoon.  “In  these  place  your 
hope  for  advancement.  As  I  see  it,  they  are  your  only 
hope.  Remember  that  nothing  comes  into  this  world 
without  labor  and  pain  and  sacrifice.  Your  worse  days, 
pl  believe,  ye  over.  But  there  are  still  hard  days  ahead.” 
Speaking  for  longer  than  an  hour,  the  noted  lawyer 
expounded  all  his  cherished  iconoclasms,  his  religious 
skepticism,  his  dissatisfaction  with  the  social  order,  h^s 
disregard  for  tradition,  his  lack  of  faith  in  the  human 
rye.  He  talked  in  an  easy-going  manner,  deliberately, 
leisurely,  slouched  characteristically  over  the  pulpit.  At 
times  his  voice  was  low  and  soothing  j  again  it  was  indig¬ 
nant,  fierce,  blazing. 

He  reviewed  the  history  of  race  relations  between 
Negroes  and  whites,  a  record  which  he  said  every  white 
man  ought  to  be  ashamed  of.  He  made  an  estimate  of 
present  conditions,  analyzed  their  cause,  and  ventured 
to  prophesy  their  outcome. 

He  pointed  his  customary  contemptuous  thrust  at 
the  “noble  Nordic,”  arraigning  the  whites  as  arrogant 
oppressors  of  disadvantaged  people,  and  declaring  that 
science  knew  no  such  thing  as  race.  “Color,”  he  said, 
has  nothing  to  do  with  race  prejudice.  Rather,  it  is 
l^previous  condition  of  servitude.  It  is  not  merely  this, 
tit  IS  that  the  Negro  is  nearer  to  his  slavery  than  the 
white  to  his.” 

Ruthlessly  Mr.  Darrow  attacked  the  superiority  com¬ 
plex  of  the  Nordic,  declaring  that  no  race  possesses  more 
intrinsic  intelligence  than  any  other,  and  that  the  talk 
about  “pure  blood”  is  the  veriest  of  bunk.  “And  on  this 
practically  every  scientist  in  the  world  agrees.  Every 
biologist,  yery  anthropologist  knows  that  I  am  telling 
you  what  is  true.  They  are  all  for  you.  Likewise,  all 
the  best  literary  men  are  on  your  side.” 

The  present  generation  of  Negroes  in  America,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Darrow,  cannot  hope  for  a  full  measure 
of  the  constitutional  rights  that  are  theirs,  but  it  is  their 
duty  to  work  and  fight  for  these  rights  for  their  children. 

Great  pity  it  is  that  a  man  of  Mr.  Darrow’s  much- 
heralded  popularity,  and  his  ability  as  well,  fails  utterly 
at  nearly  every  public  utterance  and  appearance  to  re¬ 
veal  a  true  knowledge  of  the  essential  underlying  cause 
^of  social  progress.  He  is  beyond  question  a  man  of  wide 
learning,  comprehensive  experience,  social  sympathies 
that  are  exceptionally  catholic,  and  a  man  who  has  con¬ 
tributed  much  to  the  public  good.  But  there  is  this 


defect  in  Mr.  Darrow’s  philosophy,  viz.,  that  he  fails  to 
reygnize  the  moral  good  and  government  which  is  clearly 
evident  everywhere  in  the  universe  and  which  every  sanc¬ 
tion  of  reason,  revelation,  and  common  sense  acknowledges 
and  reaffirms. 

Just  why  Mr.  Darrow  places  the  hope  of  future  prog¬ 
ress  in  “education  and  money”  and  urges  this  as  the 
“only  hope,”  we  are  at  a  loss  to  understand.  Does  not 
much  learning  make  him  mad?  No  fact  of  history  is 
clearer  than  that  from  time  immemorial  religious  beliefs 
have  been  causally  bound  up  with  the  progressive  evolu¬ 
tion  of  society.  No  constant  stream  of  influence  in  the 
building  of  human  society  has  been  given  more  eloquent 
tribute  than  have  the  religious  phenomena  of  mankind. 
Advocates  of  this  theory  of  social  progress  are  frank  to 
express  their  lack  of  faith  in  any  other  theory.  Abet¬ 
ting  this  position  is  the  implication  of  the  present  situ¬ 
ation  in  world  relationships.  Everywhere  there  is  an  in¬ 
evitable  tendency  toward  the  clash  of  groups— political, 
ecclesiastical,  and  racial.  The  lines  are  converging  for 
bitter,  brutal  conflict.  The  more  education  is  diffused 
and  the  more  money  is  acclaimed  and  hoarded  as  the 
sovereign  good,  the  more  the  motives  seem  to  be  thereby 
supplied  for  the  impending  battle  of  competing  forces. 
If  it  be  true  that  “the  interests  of  the  social  organism 
and  those  of  the  individuals  comprising  it  are  actually 
antagonistic,  can  never  ^  reconciled,  because  they  are 
inherently  irreconcilable,”  it  must  be  that  there  comes 
into  society  from  some  source  higher  than  ourselves  that 
endowment  which  makes  possible  such  harmony  and  con¬ 
cert  of  thinking  and  conduct  as  is  productive  of  con¬ 
structive  effort  by  the  individuals  and  groups  that  make 
up  the  social  compact.  In  other  words,  some  form  of 
religious  belief  has  been  responsible  for  human  progress 
thus  far.  For  social  progress  finds  no  sanctions  merely 
in  the  reason.  It  is  in  the  realm  of  religion  that  men 
live,  move,  and  have  being.  “I  am  come  that  they 
might  have  life,  and  that  they  might  have  it  more  abun¬ 
dantly,”  It  is  not  within  the  province  and  power  of 
education  and  money  to  give  such  life.  Such  progress 
as  the  Negro  or  any  other  group  of  society  covets  or  can 
expect  must  come  through  his  belief  in,  surrender  to,  and 
trust  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ. 

Much  of  Mr.  Darrow’s  iconoclasm  directed  against 
the  forms,  motives,  and  manifestations  of  the  social  order 
finds  approval  in  most  progressive  quarters.  To  say 
nothing  of  the  prophets  of  the  long-gone  past,  many 
modem  prophets  have  felt  the  urge  and  spoken  the  word 
while  they  have  led  reform  after  reform  against  the  exist¬ 
ing  social  order  of  their  times.  Monarchy,  feudalism, 
slavery,  capitalism,  too  often  autocratic  and  unjust,  all 
these  and  others  besides  have  been  objects  of  attack  by 
a  long  line  of  advocates  of  a  better  social  order.  Like¬ 
wise,  (Bsregard  for  the  narrowness  and  the  handicaps  of 
tradition  and  dogmatism  has  been  on  the  increase,  reach¬ 
ing  at  times  the  verge  of  disrespect  and  irreverence  for 
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the  fine  values  of  the  past,  without  which  very  much  of 
the  richness  of  the  present  would  not  have  been  possible. 
In  his  war  on  these  idols  of  a  bygone  social  regime,  Mr. 
Darrow’s  efforts  will  find  ready  concert  justly  among  a 
growing  number  of  progressives. 

But  the  new  social  order  sensed  and 'sought  by  the 
prophets  of  the  new  day  cannot  be  effected  by  social 
agencies  that  find  their  ideals,  their  values,  their  motives, 
and  their  dynamics  outside  of  the  pale  of  religious  belief. 
There  can  be  no  concert  of  effort  with  Mr.  Darrow  in 
his  religious  skepticism,  which  would  junk  the  religious 
values  that  have  been  the  central  motivating  feature  and 
fact  of  human  history.  Under  influence  of  the  Christian 
religion,  gradually  human  society  is  evolving  into  that 
state  in  which  it  harmonizes  with  those  “ethical  convic¬ 
tions  which  are  identified  with  Christ.”  In  addressing 
the  Negro  youth  and  all  the  youth  of  the  nation,  let 
Mr.  Darrow  tell  them  that  social  progress  finds  its  ideal 
and  motive  through  religion  and  not  beyond  religion’s 
pale.  Let  him  glorify  the  religious  impulse  rather  than 
greed  and  acquisitiveness  of  material  possessions  as  the 
“stuff”  out  of  which  life  is  made.  When  he  preaches 
equality,  wealth,  liberty,  education,  patience,  and  sacri¬ 


fice,  let  him  tell  the  youth  that  these  can  be  idealized 
and  receive  permanent  value  in  the  reconstruction  of  our 
social  order  only  as  they  are  caught  up  and  interwoven 
into  that  Christian  idealism  which  is  being  increasingly 
recognized  as  the  indispensable  contribution  of  Jesus  to 
the  world’s  need.  Mr.  Darrow  should  assist  leaders  of 
the  Negro  race  in  Christianizing  the  social  order,  not 
in  paganizing  it,  which  he  does  when  he  inveighs  against 
the  potency  and  necessity  of  religious  beliefs. 

No  quarrel  is  lodged  with  Mr.  Darrow  for  saying,  “Get 
education  and  money,  for  these  mean  power.”  In  this  he 
is  eminently  correct,  and  we  thank  him  for  placing  the 
emphasis  here,  and  acutely.  But  when  he  says  further, 
“In  these  place  your  hope  of  advancement  .  .  .  they 

are  your  only  hope,”  he  speaks  either  carelessly  or  as  an 
infidel  or  atheist.  With  such  views  we  find  ourselves  at 
complete  variance  and  urge  that  such  atheistic  views  are 
contradictory  to  the  age-old  faith  of  our  race  and  de- 
structive  to  the  moral  stamina  of  the  youth. 

Young  men  should  get  education,  get  money,  get  char¬ 
acter,  and  get  Christ,  and,  going  through  Him,  find  and 
experience  God.  This  is  our  hope. 


The  Death  of  a  Prominent  Minister 


By  the  Rev.  ] 

HE  Rev.  D.  S.  Williams,  pastor  of  the  Springtown 
charge,  Beaufort  District,  South  Carolina  Confer¬ 
ence,  died  in  St.  George,  S.  C.,  Thursday,  February 
3.  The  Rev.  Williams  was  bora  in  Barnwell  County  about 
fifty  years  ago  and  was  converted  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  He  obtained  his  education  from  Claflin  Univer¬ 
sity,  Clark  University,  and  Gammon  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary.  For  several  years  he  had  been  in  poor  health, 
the  result  of  a  broken  rib.  He  joined  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina  Conference  in  1874,  and  served  some  of  the  most 
difficult  appointments,  viz.:  Aiken,  Columbia,  Bamberg, 
Allendale,  and  the  Springtown  charge.  It  was  at  the 
last  place  where  he  immortalized  himself,  when  he  built 
out  in  the  country  “The  Springtown  Brick  Church,”  the 
only  brick  church  structure  in  Colleton  County.  Bro. 
Williams  was  serving  this  charge  the  ninth  year  when 
the  death  angel  came  for  him.  Truly  he  was  a  great 
man,  a  master  builder,  a  community  pastor,  and  an  ex¬ 
cellent  preacher. 

Great  men  are  among  the  most  interesting  subjects 
on  which  we  can  meditate.  There  is  scarcely  anything 
so  interesting  to  man  as  his  brother-man,  because  there 
is  nothing  else  which  acts  upon  his  sympathies;  and 
sympathy  is,  perhaps,  the  most  powerful  of  forces.  We 
may  feel  much  interested  in  a  thing,  more  in  truth,  but 
most  of  all  only  in  man.  Like  is  most  moved  by  like; 
and,  therefore,  that  only  which  has  life,  which  has  feel¬ 
ing,  which  has  mind,  can  affect  us  most  deeply.  And 
especially  those  men  who  have  possessed  in  the  greatest 
measure  and  cultivated  to  the  highest  degree  the  same 
qualities  which  we  ourselves  are  conscious  of  possessing, 
these  are  the  most  interesting  to  us.  This  is  the  way 
we  feel  toward  our  deceased  Brother  Williams.  We 
cannot  all  be  great  men,  but  we  may  render  great  service 
by  fidelity  to  Christ  and  our  brethren.  We  may  not  all 
be  missionaries  to  the  mission  fields,  but  by  God’s  grace 
we  may  be  apostles  of  a  household— of  a  profession. 


.  C.  Gregg,  Jr. 

We  may  not  all  be  reformers  of  churches,  but  however 
limited  our  gifts,  we  may  remember  and  imitate  the  deed 
of  that  poor  widow  whose  cottage  stood  on  an  elevated 
ridge  of  a  rugged  and  perilous  coast,  and  whose  heart 
was  melted  by  the  sight  of  wrecked  vessels  and  the  wail 
of  perishing  humanity.  She  thought:  might  not  her 
lamp,  if  placed  by  her  window,  prove  a  beacon  light  to 
keep  some  mariner  off  the  coast?  All  her  life  after  her 
lamp  had  burned  at  the  window  during  the  winter  nights, 
and  the  blessing  of  many  a  fisherman  came  upon  her 
who  thus  “did  what  she  could.”  We  too,  like  her  and 
our  deceased  brother,  may  have  some  light.  May  it  so 
shine  before  men  that  seeing  our  good  works,  they  mav 
glorify  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven. 

The  memorial  services  were  held  on  Sunday,  Febru¬ 
ary  6,  in  the  graded  school  building,  erected  during  the 
Rev.  Williams’  principalship.  The  serenity  of  a  lovely 
day,  the  stillness  of  the  winter  winds,  and  the  mellow 
sunshine  formed  a  fitting  setting  for  the  impressive  cere¬ 
mony.  The  building  was  crowded  to  the  doors,  and 
many  remained  on  the  outside,  at  the  doors  and  windows, 
eager  to  witness  the  services  over  one  whom  they  so  highly 
esteemed.  The  following  persons  took  a  part  in  the 
services:  Revs.  Blassingame,  Zeigler,  Marcus,  Jackson, 
Reddish,  Dunbar,  L.  C.  Gregg,  Jr.,  Miller,  Dr.  Johnson, 
Prof.  Pinckney,  V.  Hodges,  and  others.  Dr.  L.  G. 
Gregg,  Sr.,  district  superintendent  of  the  Beaufort  Dis¬ 
trict,  officiated.  He  spoke  in  an  eloquent  manner,  touch¬ 
ing  upon  the  beautiful  life  of  Brother  Williams  as  a 
student,  a  preacher,  and  a  loyal  citizen.  Dr.  Gregg 
said  Brother  Williams  was  a  great  man,  and  in  order 
to  be  a  great  man,  a  man  must  be  a  minister  of  a  great 
cause,  a  servant  of  the  people,  and  that  the  character¬ 
istic  of  a  great  man  is  emphatically  self-sacrifice. 

According  to  the  request  of  the  deceased,  interment 
was  at  St.  George  in  the  burying  lot  of  Mr.  William 
(Concluded  on  page  215) 
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Have  Faith  in  China 

By  Mrs.  Thomas  Nicholson,  President,  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and 
Dr.  John  R.  Edwards,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 


OUR  missionaries  are  not  fleeing  from  China.  They 
are  not  being  driven  out  of  China.  They  are  not 
being  recalled  by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 
Their  work  is  far  from  finished. 

Christianity  and  Christian  missions  are  not  dead  in 
China.  There  have  been  no  known  deflections  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Chinese  to  other  faiths.  Our  investments  in  churches, 
in  schools,  in  hospitals  still  stand.  Colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities  are  generally  maintaining  normal  enrollment. 

We  are  in  constant  touch  with  our  bishops  and  our 
missionaries  by  cable  and  by  letter.  How  do  these  men 
appraise  the  situation?  What  do  they  say  of  the  status 
of  our  mission  work  in  China?  Do  their  facts  bear  out  or 
refute  statements  of  mission  collapse  coming  from  a  few 
newspaper  sensationalists  in  China  ?  Here  are  the  facts : 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  has  326  missionaries  to  China ;  the  Woman’s 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  has  224. 

Of  this  number  460  are  in  their  usual  places  of  service. 
Eleven  missionaries  of  the  Board  and  six  women  of  the 
Society  are  now  en  route  to  the  United  States.  They  are 
coming  home  this  year  on  furlough.  They  are  not  refu¬ 
gees.  They  expect  to  return  to  China  after  furlough. 

Twenty-two  missionaries  of  the  Board  have  gone  to 
Manila.  They  are  mostly  mothers  with  children.  Most 
of  the  husbands  and  fathers  are  remaining  at  their  posts 
in  China.  Nine  women  of  the  Society  are  in  Manila. 
They  all  hope  to  return. 

Thirty-six  missionaries  of  the  Board  and  nine  of  the 
Society  from  the  interior  towns  of  isolated  West  China 
have  temporarily  gone  to  Shanghai  on  the  advice  of 
American  consuls.  They  were  at  remote  centers  where 
lawlessness  might  not  be  easily  controlled  by  Chinese  au¬ 
thorities.  They  await  favorable  opportunity  to  return 
to  their  posts. 

We  know  of  no  missionary  who  has  left  a  station  be¬ 
cause  of  opposition  to  him  or  her  personally,  or  because  of 
opposition  to  Christianity  in  general,  or  to  his  or  her 
church  or  institution  or  service  in  particular.  In  certain 
instances  services  are  being  carried  on,  schools  conducted, 
and  clinics  operated  by  Chinese  men  and  women  who  have 
been  trained  by  missionaries.  These  difficult  times  are 
proving  the  deep-seated  spiritual  strength  of  Chinese 
Christians.  They  are  holding  steadfast  to  the  highest 
teachings  of  Christ. 

Briefly  stated,  the  political-military  situation  is  this: 
For  years  China  has  been  controlled  by  contending  war¬ 
lords  ;  on  the  whole  they  have  not  disturbed  mission  work, 
but  China  herself  could  never  develop  under  them.  Then 
there  arose  around  Canton — ^guided  by  Sun  Yat  Sen,  a 
Christian — the  Southern  Army,  which  plans  to  free  China 
from  the  war-lords.  Unfortunately,  since  the  death  of 
Sun  Yat  Sen  there  have  been  two  groups  in  the  Southern 
leadiership — one  of  them  greatly  influenced  by  Russian 
Bolshevism. 

The  Southern  Army,  officered  largely  by  able  and  pa¬ 
triotic  and  earnest  young  men  (many  of  them  mission- 
school  products),  is  now  marching  northward  and  appears 
able  to  defeat  the  war-lords.  As  the  Southern  Army 
controls  new  counties  and  towns  in  its  march  local  govern¬ 
ing  committees  are  placed  in  control.  In  Nanchang,  for 


example,  two  men  with  Ph.D.s  from  Columbia  University, 
and  a  third  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Paris 
form  the  governing  committee;  elsewhere  there  may  be 
coolies  in  cohtrol.  Sometimes  these  committees  have  an 
anti-Christian  bias  and  make  unreasonable  demands  upon 
churches  and  schools ;  sometimes  they  co-operate  in 
friendly  manner. 

In  general  the  Southern  leaders  demand  that  mission 
schools  have  a  majority  of  Chinese  on  the  governing 
body,  that  the  president  or  principal  be  a  Chinese,  that 
Bible  study  be  voluntary  and  not  compulsory,  that  obei¬ 
sance  be  made  to  a  picture  of  Sun  Yat  Sen  displayed 
in  the  school,  and  that  his  three  principles  of  action — . 
self-determination  of  nations,  sovereignty  of  the  people, 
government  control  of  economic  factors — ^be  studied.  To 
most  of  these  demands  many  schools  give  ready  acquies¬ 
cence.  Some  hesitate  to  bow  to  Sun  Yat  Sen,  interpreting 
it  as  idolatry ;  others  think  of  it  as  we  think  of  saluting 
the  flag. 

But  there  is  no  attempt  here  to  wipe  out  Christianity 
or  Christian  institutions,  or  to  dismiss  the  missionary. 
It  is  an  outgrowth  of  a  new  national  consciousness — a 
consciousness  that  China  has  greatly  needed  and  one  with 
which  almost  all  missionaries  are  in  heartiest  sympathy 
and  undertanding.  Missionaries  see  in  it  new  hope  for 
China,  new  opportunities  for  Christian  service,  new  Chi¬ 
nese  leaders.  The  Soviet  influence — uncomfortable  here 
and  there---is  regarded  as  but  a  temporary  feature 
against '  which  the  better  sense  of  normal  China  will  even¬ 
tually  recoil. 

We  need  to  remember  what  Bishop  Wallace  E. 
Beown  says :  **China’s  millions  do  not  hate  foreigners, 
nor  do  they  hate  Christianity.  They  are  keenly  aware 
of  the  great  contribution  that  Christianity  has  made  to 
China’s  life.  They  want  justice.  This  is  what  the 
larger  and  saner  group  of  young  China  is  demanding.  .  .  . 
The  movement  is  not  anti-Christian ;  it  is  anti-unchris¬ 
tian.  It  is  a  call  for  sincerity  and  reality  in  religion  ex¬ 
pressed  in  international  and  interracial  living.” 

No,  missionary  work  has  not  collapsed  in  China.  It 
has  larger  opportunities  ahead  of  it — ^just  as  it  multiplied 
after  the  Boxer  Rebellion.  The  missionaries  know  it: 
four  hundred  and  fifty  are  on  the  job ;  the  others  are  wait¬ 
ing  to  go  back  to  their  stations.  Many  of  our  churches 
and  people  in  America  realize  it:  Treasurer  Moeeis  W. 
Ehnes  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  (160  Fifth  Ave¬ 
nue,  New  York)  has  had  recently  a  gift  of  $3,000  for 
the  increased  medical  needs;  and  one  gift  of  $2,000  and 
several  smaller  amounts  for  the  added  costs  which  come 
through  the  travel  and  care  of  missionaries  in  Manila 
and  Shanghai.  Gifts  in  any  amount  to  either  the  Board 
or  the  Society  will  be  welcome  for  these  added  costs  and 
they  will  be  a  testimony  to  all  of  American  Methodism’s 
faith  in  the  purpose  of  our  missionaries  and  Christian 
institutions  in  China.  IVe  must  not  abandon  our  mis¬ 
sionaries — they  are  not  abandoning  us  whom  they  repre¬ 
sent.  Our  gifts  are  more  needed  for  China  today  than 
'  they  were  ever  before. 

Have  faith  in  the  ultimate  good  of  China.  She  has  per¬ 
sisted  through  the  centuries.  She  has  weathered  many 
and  worse  storms.  And  so  has  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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Calling  on  Calles 

Face  to  Face  With  Mexico’s  President 
By  William  Monroe  Balch 

Profest6r  in  Baktr  Univertity,  Baldtoin,  Kanta$. 


1 


R.  PRESIDENT, 
over  in  ‘the  States’ 
Henry  Ford  is  tell¬ 
ing  us  that  your  policy  toward 
the  church  is  due  to  your  being 
a  secret  and  revengeful  Jew. 
Is  that  true?” 

The  question  was  addressed 
to  President  Oalles  of  Mexico. 
The  questioner  was  a  jolly 
rabbi  from  New  York.  The 
occasion  was  the  interview  given 
by  the  president  to  a  company 
of  forty  North  Americans  in 
the  city  of  Mexico,  the  eighth 
of  January,  1927. 

The  president’s  keen  eyes 
twinkled  and  his  iron  visage  re¬ 
laxed  a  little  as  he  answered 
slowly,  “No,  the  Jews  are  in 
New  York.” 

It  was  the  cheerful  close  of  a  stately  and  somewhat 
anxious  interview.  The  relations  between  his  country 
and  ours  were  strained,  at  that  hour,  almost  to  the  break¬ 
ing  point.  Oil,  Nicaragua,  maybe  Bolshevism — our  party 
was  unsure  about  all  that,  but  we  were  sure  of  just  one 
thing — we  didn’t  want  war  or  intervention.  Yet  we 
weren’t  sure  what  was  coming.  The  storm  area  covered 
the  whole  Western  Hemisphere.  And  this  square,  rock¬ 
like  man  was  the  center  of  the  storm. 

We  had  awaited  him  in  the  magnificent  Executive 
Chamber  of  the  National  Palace.  On  opposite  walls  were 
the  heroic  portraits  of  Hidalgo  the  priest  and  Madero 
the  patrician,  martyrs  for  Mexico  at  intervals  of  a  cen¬ 
tury,  while  in  front  of  us  were  the  great,  gilded  doors 
of  the  chamber.  The  doors  opened  and  into  the  grandiose 
apartment  stepped  the  master  of  it  all,  in  whom  lives  the 
spirit  of  Hidalgo  and  Madero  and  all  who^have  fought 
and  died  to  give  Mexico  a  name  among  the  nations.  But 
Calles  himself  is  not  grandiose.  He  was  dressed  in  a 
well-fitting  business  suit  of  gray,  stepped  and  stood  like 
a  soldier  but  never  strutted,  attracted  us  by  manifest 
good  will  and  at  the  same  time  stood  us  off  by  manifest 
stateliness.  When  the  formal  hearing  was  over,  and  we 
all  shook  hands  with  him,  we  knew,  by  some  inner  sense 
with  no  outward  sign,  that  we  approached  him  on  his 
initiative,  not  our  own. 

His  face  is  bronze  alike  in  its  hue  and  its  firmness. 
Its  expression  gives  the  rare  blend  of  sternness  and  kind¬ 
liness  which  marks  the  approved  masters  of  men.  His 
figure  is  medium  in  stature  but  more  than  medium  in 
solid  breadth.  His  voice  is  pleasantly  modulated  with 
a  faint  but  sure  suggestion  of  resonance  that  could  raise 
a  battle-cry  at  need.  His  poise  is  never  a  pose,  so  sure 
of  himself  that  he  doesn’t  think  of  himself.  He  possesses 
that  feature  often  named,  rarely  seen — an  eagle  eye. 


Calles  and  Roosevelt — Comparison 

Who  is  he  like?  Roosevelt,  of  course.  And  again, 
of  course  not.  He  is  built  like  Theodore  Roosevelt,  has 
a  face  of  the  same  shape,  body  and  countenance  both  set 
for  action.  Look  at  either  man  and  you  can’t  fancy  him 
tired  out  nor  bewildered.  Roosevelt  is  said  to  have  died 
some  years  ago,  but  he  isn’t  dead.  Calles  may  die  some 
day,  but  he  won’t  be  dead.  You  know  such  men  when 
you  see  them. 

But  you  can’t  feature  Roosevelt  keeping  still,  and 
you  can’t  easily  feature  Calles  making  noises.  Roosevelt 
was  a  volcano  in  eruption.  Calles  suggests  a  potential 
earthquake. 

His  earthquake  possibilities  explain  him  in  the  part 
of  the  bogey  man.  The  world  looks  at  Calles.  And  one 
look  assures  the  world  that  Calles  is  about  to  do  some¬ 
thing  prodigious;  the  question  is.  What?  Big  business 
and  American  politicians  shout  “Bolshevism!”  It’s  an 
easy  word  to  use  when  you  have  the  habit.  But  the  world 
takes  a  second  look  at  Calles.  He  is  evidently  calm, 
steady,  solid;  the  sort  that  may  conjure  up  new  civili¬ 
zations,  but  he’s  no  reckless  dynamiter.  He  is  for  Mexico 
first,  but  he  doesn’t  suggest  the  lunatic  who  will  ag¬ 
grandize  Mexico  by  burning  up  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

Legend  and  Truth  About  Calles 

His  background  is  picturesque.  What  about  Calles 
as  a  secret  Jew,  for  instance?  Like  most  of  Henry  Ford’s 
jokes,  Henry  doesn’t  know  it’s  a  joke.  Wanting  the  fact 
about  it,  I  went  to  the  official  historiographer  of  one 
of  the  government  departments,  an  eminent  European 
savant  who  is  part  of  the  great  system  of  scholarship 
so  characteristic  of  Mexico’s  government-with-a-heart. 
From  him  I  learned  that  Calles  comes  from  an  old 
Spanish  family  which  has  been  in  Mexico  since  the  sixteen 
hundreds.  And  on  the  Spanish  side  of  his  house  one  of 
the  ancestral  family  names  is  Elias,  which  sounds  rather 
Old  Testamentish,  and  by  inference  Hebraic.  And  since 
in  those  days  there  were  many  Jews  in  Spain  and  also 
many  Jews  leaving  Spain  for  all  parts  of  the  world,  there 
is  an  obvious  and  inevitable  tradition  in  this  Elias  family 
that  one  of  its  ancestors,  three  or  four  hundred  years 
ago,  was  a  Jew.  It  is  rather  probable  that  many  of  us 
have  that  much  Hebrew  blood. 

Down  in  Mexico  there  are  other  legends  about  the 
Calles  family-tree.  There  are  many  Syrian  merchants  in 
Mexico,  and  for  some  reason  or  no  reason  they  are  defi¬ 
nitely  unpopular  in  that  land.  And  so  the  president’s 
enemies  have  whispered  it  from  Sonora  to  Yucatan  that 
he  is  a  Syrian.  And  for  proof  positive,  there’s  that  name 
again — “Elias.”  Another  fable  is  to  the  effect  that 
Calles  is  half  Indian,  the  son  of  a  Yaqui  mother.  One 
often  sees  this  in  well-accredited  publications.  And  it 
might  very  well  be  true.  But  it  isn’t.  So  I  am  assured 
by  the  historian  mentioned  above.  Rather  too  bad  that 
it  isn’t  true,  for  the  more  Indian  blood  a  Me'xican  poli- 
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tician  can  boast,  the  more  to  the 
good.  “Indianism”  is  the  social  and 
political  vogue.  Rather  more,  it  is 
the  historic  ground-swell  just  now. 
Calles  has,  however,  an  Indian  strain 
in  his  heritage. 

It  is  sometimes  remarked  of  Mex¬ 
ico  that  all  the  men  at  the  top  were  bom  at  the  top  or 
else  shot  their  way  up.  Calles  is  sometimes  pointed  out 
as  an  example  of  those  who  “shot  their  way  up.”  The 
ground  for  that  notion  is  simply  his  title,  “General.” 
He  is  indeed  a  fighter,  but  not  a  shooter.  His  military 
car^r  was  distinguished  enough,  but  it  was  almost  en¬ 
tirely  in  the  administrative  functions  of  command,  as  the 
commissary  and  adjutant  departments.  In  such  posi¬ 
tions  he  was  a  wizard  of  efliciency.  To  his  credit  there 
is  just  one  fighting  episode — ^his  successful  defense  of  a 
northern  city  against  a  long,  gruelling  siege.  He  was 
not  the  Cromwell  of  the  late  revolution;  that  was  rather 
Obregon’s  part.  Calles  was  Mexico’s  Carnot;  he  “or¬ 
ganized  victory.”  Perhaps  that  is  one  reason  for  the 

almost  unexampled  co-operation  of  Obregon  and  Calles _ 

each  leaves  the  other  unrivalled  in  his  own  field. 


The  Schoolmaster 


Calles  made  his  way  to  the  top  much  as  Presidents 
of  the  United  States  have  done.  Bora  of  the  common 
people  fifty-three  years  ago,  he  had  the  typical  frontier 
lad’s  struggle  for  self-education.  In  due  time  he  qualified 
as  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  and  enjoyed  some  years 
of  high  success  in  his  profession.  Then  he  sought  the 
active  adventures  of  business  life.  In  Sonora,  near  the 
international  border,  animated  by  North  American  pep, 
he  was  several  years  a  money-making  merchant.  Then 
came  the  call  to  public  life,  the  governorship  of  his  state, 
his  part  in  the  revolution,  cabinet  offices  under  several 
presidents,  and  at  last  the  presidency  itself.  We  don’t 
see  the  gunman.  But  we  see  the  schoolmaster  still.  His 


zeal  for  universal  education,  for  the 
spiritual  emancipation  of  his  coun- 
try,  is  the  outstanding  feature  of 
his  statesmanship. 

.Returning  to  that  interview  of 
January  8.  What  Calles  said  dur¬ 
ing  that  unusual  hour  was  published 
to  the  world  next  day.  Since  then  it  has  become  more 
than  an  incident.  At  least  two  of  his  utterances  are 
likely  to  become  historic.  One  of  these  was  the  intima¬ 
tion  that  American  oil  companies  accepting  the  Mexican 
concessions  of  fifty  years’  operating  rights  might  de¬ 
pend  on  another  extension  of  thirty  years  for  unexhausted 
deposits.  This  gave  definition  to  the  former  hint  of  a 
further  extension.”  Incidentally,  it  suggested  to  the 
American  public  that  eighty  years’  milking  of  a  cow  or 

an  oil  well  might  not  be  quite  the  same  as  confiscation 
after  all. 

More  eventful  was  what  he  said  to  us  about  arbitra¬ 
tion.  In  substance,  it  was  this:  “If  a  nation  has  made 
enactments  in  control  of  its  own  natural  resources,  to 
discuss  the  propriety  of  such  laws  with  other  nations  is 
a  compromise  of  its  sovereignty.  History  also  shows 
that  in  arbitral  tribunals  the  point  of  view  of  the  strong 
usually  dominates.  But  if  necessary  to  avoid  exceptional 
difficulties  in  international  relations,  it  may  be  better 
to  submit  to  arbitration;  of  two  evils,  it  is  better  to 
choose  the  least.”  Through  our  company  and  the  press 
reports  this  dignified  statement  reached  the  United  States 
Senate,  if  not  the  State  Department,  and  there  is  now 
air  promise  that  it  will  lead  to  a  conciliation  between 
the  two  republics.  Whether  or  not  this  way  out  was 
technically  diplomatic,  it  seems  to  have  proved  tactfully 
and  practically  diplomatic. 

Here  s  hoping  that  our  national  attitude  may  not 
disconcert  his  great  program  of  universal  education,  pub¬ 
lic  health,  artistic  renaissance,  irrigation  and  good  roads, 
and  the  restoration  of  Mexico’s  land  to  Mexico’s  people. 


A  Prayer  for  the  State 

By  Glenn  Frank 

PresiderU  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
Delivered  at  the  Opening  Session  of  the  Wisconsin  Senate 


Almighty  God,  Lord  of  all  governments,  help  us, 
in  the  opening  hours  of  this  legislature  session, 
to  realize  the  sanctity  of  politics. 

“Save  us  from  the  sins  to  which  we  shall  be  subtly 
tempted  as  the  calls  of  parties  and  the  cries  of  interests 
beat  upon  this  seat  of  government. 

“Save  us  from  thinking  about  the  next  election  when 
we  should  be  thinking  about  the  next  generation. 

Save  us  from  dealing  in  personalities  when  we  should 
be  dealing  in  principles. 

“Save  us  from  thinking  too  much  about  the  vote 
of  majorities  when  we  should  be  thinking  about  the  vir¬ 
tue  of  measures. 

“Save  us,  in  crucial  hours  of  debate,  from  saying 
the  things  that  will  take  when  we  should  be  saying  the 
things  that  are  true. 

Save  us  from  indulging  in  catch-words  when  we 
should  be  searching  for  facts. 

“Save  us  from  making  party  an  end  in  itself  when 
we  should  be  making  it  a  means  to  an  end. 


“We  do  not  ask  mere  protection  from  these  tempta¬ 
tions  that  will  surround  us  in  these  legislative  halls; 
we  ask  also  for  an  even  finer  insight  into  the  meaning 
of  government  that  we  may  be  better  servants  of  the 
men  and  women  who  have  committed  the  government  of 
this  commonwealth  into  our  hands. 

Help  us  to  realize  that  the  unborn  are  part  of  our 
constituency,  although  they  have  no  vote  at  the  polls. 

“May  we  have  greater  reverence  for  the  truth  than 
for  the  past.  Help  us  to  make  party  our  servant  rather 
than  our  master. 

“May  we  know  that  it  profits  us  nothing  to  win 
elections  if  we  lose  our  courage. 

“Help  us  to  be  independent  alike  of  tyrannical  ma¬ 
jorities  and  tirading  minorities  when  the  truth  abides 
in  neither.  , 

May  sincerity  inspire  our  motives  and  science  in¬ 
form  our  methods. 

“Help  us  to  serve  the  crowd  without  fiattering  it, 
and  believe  in  it  without  bowing  to  its  idolatries.” 
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"It  would  pay  hotter  in  reaulte,  in  church  membership,  contributions,  attendance,  capacity  for  appreciation  of  the 
sermon,  fidelity  to  Ood  and  the  church,  to  pay  ten  dollars  a  Sunday  to  a  high-grade  Christian  kindergartner  for  an 
hour's  real  instruction  to  the  babies  and  near-babies  than  to  devote  the  same  money  to  a  doubtful  tenor  with  a  repertoire 
of  ten  fairly  good  and  three  dozen  indifferent  solos.’’ 


The  Prodigal  Church 

II.  How  the  Sheep  Got  Lost 
By  Samuel  W.  Grafflin 

Religious  Work  Director,  West  Side  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  New  York 


IT  has  always  been  our  belief  that  the  reason  the  sheep 
is  the  world-wide  symbol  of  dullness  is  because  it  was 
early  taken  for  granted  that  he  was  dumb.  We  have 
spent  all  of  our  time  in  training  shepherds  and  shepherd 
dogs  and  perfecting  sheepfolds  and  clean  pastures  and 
still  waters,  but  have  never  acted  as  though  the  sheep 
had  one  gray  cell  to  rub  against  another.  It  has  also 
impressed  us  that  if  we  spent  part  of  the  time  which  we 
now  devote  to  training  the  collie  on  coaching  the  sheep, 
we  might  at  least  teach  him  how  to  run  home  when  danger 
is  impending.  In  other  and  less  allegorical  language  let 
us  say:  the  reason  so  many  of  our  young  people  from 
the  home  and  from  the  Sunday  school  are  lost  forever 
to  God  and  the  church  is  because  there  is  not  the  sys¬ 
tematic,  careful  instruction  from  babyhood  through  the 
kindergarten  age  during  the  whole  pre-adolescent  period 
in  the  deep  things  of  God. 

Four  Ages  of  Youth 

There  are  four  periods  at  which  we  deal  with  boys 
and  girls.  Mr.  Oscar  H.  Benson,  Dr.  Foster,  and  many 
other  writers  on  this  subject  have  pointed  out  that  these 
ages  are: 

The  Knee  Age,  at  which  every  question  is  settled  on 
or  over  mother’s  knee. 


The  Me  Age,  in  which  the  selfish  qualities  are  on  the 
ascendent. 

The  We  Age,  in  which  the  gang  spirit  is  developed 
in  both  boys  and  girls,  but  especially  in  boys,  and 

The  He  and  She  Age:  that  wonderful  period  just  pre¬ 
ceding  adolescence  during  which  the  “divine  urge” 
impels  the  opposite  sex  to  “take  notice.” 

If  the  children  in  our  homes  and  Sunday  schools  are 
not  thoroughly  grounded  in  knowledge,  faith,  wisdom,  and 
the  broader  aspects  of  life  during  these  early  periods, 
the  church  has  nothing  left  but  a  reclamation  project. 
Perhaps  the  biggest  lie  that  the  devil  has  ever  told  the 
parent  and  the  teacher  is  that  “the  child  is  not  yet  old 
enough  to  understand.” 

Susannah  Wesley,  if  we  remember  correctly,  indicates 
in  her  diary:  “I  taught  all  of  my  children  to  cry  softly 
and  exercise  self-control  before  they  were  three  months 
old.” 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  we  are  trying  in  our  teach¬ 
ing  everywhere  to  have  every  church  install  a  Sunday 
kindergarten.  It  would  pay  better  in  results,  in  church 
membership,  contributions,  attendance,  capacity  for  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  sermon,  fidelity  to  God  and  the  church, 
to  pay  ten  dollars  a  Sunday  to  a  high-grade  Christian 
kindergartner  for  an  hour’s  real  instruction  to  the  babies 
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and  near  babies,  than  to  devote  the  same  money  to  a  or  five  years  of  age  when  Hannah  committed  him  to  the 
doubtful  tenor  ^th  a  repertoire  of  ten  fairly  good  and  care  of  Eli.  It  was  Hannah’s  training  and  prayers  that 
three  dozen  indifferent  solos.  hearing  of  God’s  voice.  Eli 

By  the  same  token,  it  would  be  infinitely  more  worth  had  not  trained  his  own  sons.  To  Jochebed  and  not  to 
while  to  have  a  junior  Boy  Scout  organization,  beginning  Pharaoh’s  daughter  is  due  the  praise  for  the  training  of 
at  five  years  of  age,  in  which  nature  studies,  farming,  Moses.  Susannah  Wesley,  not  Oxford,  laid  the  founda- 
bee  culture,  cabin  building,  woodcraft,  and— what  the  tion  of  the  Methodist  revival.  What  is  more— whenever 

en  j  nature  and  an  aged  sinner  has  been  reclaimed,  it  has  been  because 

of  God  than  to  install  a  flossy  set  of  chimes  to  be  heard  that  sinner  accepted  the  saving  grace  of  God  with  child- 
once  a  week  when  the  noise  of  traffic  is  not  too  great  to  like  simplicity  and  faith.  Naaman’s  flesh  “became  as  the 

/imnrn  fViArvi  4-Ua4 


drown  them  out.  Not  that 
we  have  anything  against 
tenors  or  chimes  any  more 
than  we  are  opposed  to  beau¬ 
tifully  painted  steamboats 
or  finely  gilded  or  nickel- 
plated  engines — what  we  are 
saying  is  that  staunchness  in 
the  ship  and  soundness  and 
traction  power  in  the  engine 
are  of  infinitely  more  value. 
No  church  has  a  right  to  hire 
a  lot  of  frills  until  it  has  pro¬ 
vided  for  its  boys  and  girls 
at  their  most  impressionable 
period. 

Absentee  Youth 

But  to  come  down  to  cases. 
Walk  up  to  any  church  on 
any  Sunday  morning  at  nine- 
thirty,  and  what  do  you  find? 
Little  groups  of  young  people 
and  older  people  gathering  to 
go  through  the  routine  of 
Sunday  school  and  church. 
Youth  is  practically  absent. 
The  entire  group  is  made  up 
of  two  types:  children  who 
can  still  be  compelled,  and 
adults  who  have  no  other  in¬ 
terests.  Oh  yes — and  a  few 
faithful  “Elder  Brothers.” 


Spring,  the  Traveling  Man 

Spring,  the  Traveling  Man,  ha*  been  here. 

Here  in  the  glen; 

He  mult  have  pasted  by  in  the  gray  of  the  damn. 
When  only  the  robin  and  wren 
Were  awake; 

Watching  out  with  their  bright  little  eyes 
In  the  midst  of  the  brake; 

The  rabbits,  maybe,  heard  him  past. 

Stepping  light  on  the  grass; 

•  Whistling  careless  and  gay  at  the  break  of  the  day. 
Then  the  blackthorn,  to  give  him  delight. 

Put  on  raiment  of  white; 

•And,  all  for  his  sake. 

The  gone  on  the  hill,  where  he  rested  an  hour. 

Grew  bright  with  a  splendor  of  flower. 

My  grief,  that  I  was  not  aware 
Of  himself  being  there; 

It  is  I  would  have  given  my  dower 
To  have  seen  him  set  forth. 

Whistling  careless  and  gay  in  the  gray  of  the  mom. 
By  gone  bush  and  fraughan  and  thorn. 

On  his  way  to  the  north.  ■ 

— Wis-iTBED  M.  Letts. 


flesh  of  a  little  child  and  he 
was  clean.” 

God’s  spirit  is  in  and  with 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  little 
children,  co-operating  at 
every  step  with  those  who  in 
the  Knee  Age,  Me  Age,  and 
We  Age  will  train  them  so 
thoroughly  that  they  need  not 
become  lost  muttonheads.  It 
is  merciful  to  reclaim  lost 
sheep.  It  is  more  merciful 
to  so  train  the  lambs  that 
they  will  not  become  lost 
sheep. 

Put  Three-Fourths  of 
Church’s  Energy  Into 
Child  Training 

Our  whole  thought  con¬ 
cerning  this  child-training 
business  is  that  the  church 
would  do  well  to  divert  three- 
fourths  of  her  money,  brains, 
and  man-power  to  the  one  task 
of  child  training ;  that  she 
would  do  a  far  larger  piece  of 
service  for  God  and  humanity 
if  from  the  moment  they 
learned  to  walk  and  talk  the 
church  were  a  part  of  the 
child  life.  This  whole  Sunday 
school  and  child-in-the-church 


Frequently  the  church  is  holding  missions  and  evangel-  business  is  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  old.  Robert 
istic  services  in  the  hope  of  reclaiming  lost  sheep  who  prob-  Raikes  has  hardly  been  dead  a  century,  and  while  we  have 
ably,  under  a  piece  of  great  leadership,  could  have  been  made  tremendous  advances  in  pedagogy,  psychology,  and 
marched  right  along  and  held  and  taught  the  Bible,  the  technique,  our  training  of  the  children  has  been  pitifully 
nature  of  salvation,  the  joy  of  service,  and  the  other  superficial.  Even  those  who  are  tremendously  in  earnest 
necessary  things,  so  that  the  Shepherd  would  have  had  about  the  business  seem  to  be  hopelessly  in  the  rut.  Even 
more  time  to  lead  the  “ninety  and  nine”  to  green  pastures  our  graded  lessons  and  examinations  and  promotion  meth- 
and  still  waters  instead  of  spending  most  of  his  time  on  ods  might  show  more  imagination. 

the  mountain,  cold  and  bare,  lugging  in  muttonheads.  It  is  not  that  we  have  not  cared  for  the  children  of 

It  is  absolutely  true,  as  the  Master  said,  that  there  the  Sunday  school;  it  has  only  been  that  we  have  begun 
IS  a  joy  in  the  presence  of  the  angels  over  one  sinner  that  our  training  of  the  muttonheads  so  late  that  what  should 
repenteth  more  than  over  ninety  and  nine  just  persons  have  been  a  safeguarding  and  preventive  preparation  has 
that  need  no  repentance,  but  the  vital  thing  about  it  all  not  been  put  into  operation  until  the  material  has  become 
IS  that  in  every  point  in  His  ministry  He  magnified  the  set  and  the  psychological  grooves  formed, 
work  for,  with,  and  through  childhood.  Not  having  discovered  the  source  of  our  difficulty,  we 

God’s  method  has  been  the  same  from  the  beginning,  have  been  spending  our  substance  on  shepherds  and  col- 
Whenever  He  wanted  a  great  soul  for  a  great  piece  lies  instead  of  in  feeding  and  training  lambs.  The  result  is 
of  service.  He  began  with  a  good  woman  and  a  little  that  we  have  some  wonderfully  fine  looking  specimens  of 
^  child  and  trained  that  child  from  its  babyhood  in  the  each,  but  our  lambs  keep  on  wandering  off. 

things  of  God.  Perhaps  the  most  hopeful  sign  in  the  whole  program 

We  cannot  start  too  young  with  our  church  kinder-  is  the  space  allotted  to  and  plans  made  for  the  “young 
garten.  Very  probably  little  Samuel  was  not  over  four  people” - only - we  do  not  start  young  enough! 
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FOR  THE  LENTEN  SEASON 


You  Must! 

By  Bruce  S.  Wright 

Pastor  Asbury-Delaxvars  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Buffalo,  N.  T, 


IT  IS  not  a  pleasant  word.  We  do  not  like  to  hear 
it.  When  people  say  it  to  us  we  resent  it.  “You 
must  do  that,”  we  are  told.  Our  inclination  is  to 
reply,  “I  will  not  do  that ;  not  that  I  cannot,  nor  that  I 
do  not  want  to ;  it  is  simply  that  I  will  not  be  compelled 
to  do  anything.”  The  best  psychology  of  child  training 
teaches  us  that  we  should  not  say  to  children,  “You  must.” 
That  is,  it  is  not  well  to  say  it  without  explanation.  Ex¬ 
plain  to  them  why  they  must,  then  when  they  know  the 
reasons,  the  command  may  well  follow.  We  are  very 
'much  like  children.  We  like  to  be  wooed  rather  than 
driven.  We  prefer’  to  come  by  easy  stages  to  life’s  com¬ 
pulsions.  Despite  the  human  tendency  to  resent  life’s 
Musts,  there  are  certain  ones  we  are  bound  to  face. 

The  Compulsion  of  the  New  Birth 

“Ye  must  be  born  again.”  It  is  the  word  of  none  other 
than  Christ  Himself.  In  explanation  of  this  astounding 
statement,  Jesus  said  to  Nicodemus,  “That  which  is  born 
of  the  flesh  is  flesh;  and  that  which  is  bom  of  the  spirit 
is  spirit;  marvel  not  that  I  said  unto  thee  ye  must  be 
born  again.”  The  conclusion,  it  seems  to  me,  is  perfectly 
plain.  Life  has  two  sides — -the  physical  and  the  spiritual. 
The  physical  side  of  life  is  quickly  recognized  and  as 
speedily  defined.  We  are  bom ;  we  live ;  we  die — that  is 
the  body.  And  most  of  us  are  completely  immersed  in  the 
processes  of  birth,  life,  and  death,  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  body.  Our  whole  civilization  centers  in  these  three 
things.  Enter  Jesus  who  says,  “Life  is  more  than  meat, 
and  the  body  than  raiment ;  ye  must  be  born,  and  ye  must 
be  born  again.”  We  must  come  to  a  clear  and  positive 
appreciation  and  acceptance  of  spiritual  things.  As  we 
open  our  lives  to  the  inflow  of  the  physical  enjoyments  and 
material  privileges  of  life,  so  must  we  open  our  minds  and 
hearts  to  the  inflood  of  God’s  life  and  love.  We  must  be 
bom  again. 

The  Compulsion  of  Worship 

“God  is  a  Spirit,  and  they  that  worship  him  must 
worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth.”  The  compulsion  is 
not  of  worship,  rather  it  is  of  method.  The  act  of  wor¬ 
ship  is  wholly  on  the  basis  of  choice.  On  Sunday  you 
may  go  to  the  theatre,  play  golf,  motor  all  day,  you  may 
do  any  one  of  a  score  of  things,  or  you  may  go  to  church 
to  worship  God.  It  is  choice  that  determines  what  you 
shall  do,  choice  and  conscience.  Do  you  remember  the 
day  you  stood  at  the  altar  and  the  pastor  asked  you  this 
question,  “Will  you  give  reverent  attendance  upon  the  ap¬ 
pointed  means  of  grace,  the  ministry  of  the  Word,  the 
private  and  public  worship  of  God?”  “With  the  help 
of  God  I  will,”  you  replied.  If  the  compulsion  i^  upon 
the  method  rather  than  the  act,  what  shall  the  method 


be?  Here  enters  the  whole  question  of  symbolism  in  wor¬ 
ship.  Shall  we  have  an  altar,  candles,  and  crosses,  staffs, 
processionals,  elaborate  ceremonies,  and  many  genuflec¬ 
tions — or  shall  we  simply  have  a  bare  room,  a  hymn  un¬ 
accompanied,  the  Scripture  read,  and  a  few  explanations  ? 
As  I  understand  the  New  Testament,  it  may  be  either 
or  both.  I  have  partaken  of  the  Holy  Communion  in  a 
little  village  in  the  interior  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  in 
a  humble  chapel  made  of  nipa,  dirt  floor,  china  com¬ 
munion  ware,  kneeling  beside  barefooted  natives ;  and  I 
have  taken  communion  in  a  great  church,  kneeling  at  a  , 
noble  altar — Christ’  was  in  both  places.  I  have  wor-'S 
shipped  in  Westminster  Abbey,  and  I  have  worshipped  in 
a  barren  chapel  no  larger  than  my  present  pulpit  plat¬ 
form — I  have  found  God  in  both  places.  The  test  of  wor¬ 
ship  is  not  in  the  symbols  but  in  the  spirit.  I  will  not 
quarrel  with  anyone  about  the  accoutrements  of  worship ; 
have  them  or  banish  them.  But  whatever  we  have  or  do 
not  have,  we  must  have  the  spirit  and  the  truth. 

The  Compulsion  of  Work 

“I  must  work  the  works  of  him  that  sent  me.”  Here 
again  it  is  Jesus  who  speaks.  Oh,  to  feel  the  throb  of 
this  New  Testament  compulsion — I  must  work  the  works 
of  God!  Oh,  for  the  pastor  who  says,  “I  must  do  this; 

I  must  make  the  rule  that  governed  Theodore  Cuyler 
mine,  never  to  let  a  day  close  without  making  at  least  one 
call  upon  some  home  or  some  person  1”  Oh,  for  the  Sun¬ 
day-school  teacher  who  says,  “I  must  look  after  my  class ; 

I  simply  must  do  it,  my  conscience  will  not  permit  of  any-  | 
thing  less !”  Oh,  for  official  board  members  who  say,  “We  ^ 
must  take  our  obligation  seriously!”  Oh,  for  an  entire 
membership  resolving,  “We  must  work  the  works  of  God 
and  of  the  church  of  God ;  we  will  not  let  our  membership 
be  only  a  nominal  affair!” 

The  Compulsion  of  Love 

“Other  sheep  have  I  which  are  not  of  this  fold ;  them 
also  must  I  bring.”  This  compulsion  of  love  is  a  part  of 
that  marvelous  discourse,  “The  Good  Shepherd.”  “I  am 
the  Good  Shepherd,”  says  Jesus,  “I  care  for  my  sheep, 

I  go  before  them,  leading  them  into  green  pastures  and 
beside  still  waters ;  I  watch  over  them  and  protect  them ; 

I  know  my  sheep  and  call  them  by  name ;  I  call  them  and 
they  answer  me.”  Then  Jesus  pauses  a  moment,  and  look¬ 
ing  wistfully  toward  the  hills,  continues,  “And  other  sheep 
have  I  which  are  not  of  this  fold;  them  also  must  I  bring.” 

I  am  thankful  for  the  compulsion  of  religion.  I  re-  A 
sent  folks  saying  to  me,  “You  must.”  But  not  God;  I  ■ 
want  God  to  say  to  me,  “You  must,  you  must.”  And  to 
Him  I  want  to  answer,  “I  will,  I  will.” 
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The  Stuff  Boys  Are  Made  Of 

By  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Stowell 


District  Superintendent  D.  H.  Stanton,  of  the 
Griffin  District,  Georgia,  believes  in  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  Negro  boys,  and  for  two  years  he  has 
held  a  District  Boys’  Conference.  Recently  he  called  a 
conference  of  his 
pastors  to  discuss 
World  Service  ask¬ 
ings  for  1926-1927, 

The  boys’  work  on 
the  district,  how¬ 
ever,  loomed  so 
large  in  the  think¬ 
ing  of  the  pastors 
present  that  it 
could  not  be  kept 
out  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  a  recent 
letter  from  Dr. 

Stanton  gives  a 
glimpse  of  what 
happened  there. 

“Every  pastor 
reported  a  change 
in  the  attitude  of 
the  majority  of  the 
members  of  his  con¬ 
gregation  growing 
out  of  the  fact 
that  the  church  had 
at  last  become  interested  in  the  children.  The  boys  had 
undertaken  some  definite  task  in  the  local  church  in  a 
number  of  cases.  At  one  church  (College  Park)  they 
have  in  hand  for  the  Conference  next  week  $50  for  the 
retired  ministers,  their  widows  and  orphans.  (This  is 
twice  as  much  as  the  entire  church  reported  last  year. 
At  Red  Oak,  on  the  Jonesboro  charge  (the  church  to 
which  little  John  Willie  Dabney  belongs),  the  boys  had 
raised  and  reported  more  than  twice  as  much  money  for 


World  Service  as  the  whole  church  reported  in  1926. 
This  same  club  had  also  put  on  a  two  days’  fair  at  the 
church  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  November,  which  had 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  entire  community  and 
had  gotten  some  most  helpful  comment  from  the  lead¬ 
ing  white  citizens  in  the  immediate  community  and  in 
Stockbridge  and  McDonough,  Ga.,  two  towns  not  far 
away.  And  so  on  for  an  hour  one  man  after  another 
told  of  the  activities  in  his  and  how  they  had  served  to 
awaken  a  helpful  interest  in  a  number  of  old  people  who 
had  been  looking  with  indifference  toward  the  whole  pro¬ 
gram. 

“The  World  Service  collections  had  made  an  advance 
in  every  charge  in  the  district,  and  those  charges  had 
made  the  greatest  advance  where  the  boys’  clubs  were 
the  most  flourishing.  Pastors’  salaries  have  been  ad¬ 
vanced  in  all  but  two  places,  and  strangely  enough,  these 
were  places  where  the  interest  in  the  boys  had  lagged 
more  than  once  during  the  year.  Happily  enou^,  too, 
in  the  charge  where  the  pastor  had  taken  personal  charge 
of  the  club,  they  paid  only  $750  last  year,  and  they  have 
already  paid  him  $1,200  this  year.  Our  collections  for 
building  and  improvement,  while  very  small  when  seen 
by  the  side  of  some  of  the  amounts  raised  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  in  some  districts  in  the  church,  is  three  times  what 
it  was  last  year.  Whether  we  are  justified  in  giving 
the  Board  of  Home  Missions  credit  for  all  of  this  or 
not,  the  fact  remains,  the  advance  has  been  made,  and 
we  seemed  not  to  be  able  to  make  it  before  the  Board 
came  to  our  rescue. 

At  the  regular  fall  rally  at  Clark  University  on 
October  26,  nine  of  these  little  fellows  came,  six  of  them 
about  twenty-five  and  three  of  them  thirty  miles,  to  re¬ 
port  to  Bishop  Richardson  their  World  Service  offering. 
It  was  money  collected  at  odd  times,  and  was,  for  the 
most  ,  part,  in  pennies,  nickels,  and  dimes,  but  when  it 
was  all  counted,  they  had  given  an  average  of  more  than 
$4.  Bishop  Richardson,  in  very  tender  words,  com- 


BEV.  D.  H.  STANTON, 

District  Superintendent,  who  headed  up 
the  Boyt’  Conference  movement  in  Atlanta 
Conference  two  years  ago,  maintains  on  his 
district  the  most  effective  boys’  organ¬ 
ization  we  know  of. 
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mended  them  and  said  to  the  audience  that  if  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Church  would  make  a  like  contri¬ 
bution,  more  than  the  $18,000,000  asked  for  would  be 
raised,  and  the  work  of  the  Kingdom  could  move  for¬ 
ward  without  any  further  embarrassment.  These  boys 
were  poorly  clad  and  wet  from  a  drenching  rain  that 
had  been  falling  all  day,  but  they  were  the  happiest 
group  on  the  campus  that  day.  They  occasioned  much 
thought. 

“One  report  was  made,  which  to  a  man  so  well  schooled 
in  the  impulsiveness  of  youth  may  mean  absolutely  noth¬ 
ing,  vet  to  those  of  us  who  are  not  so  well  informed,  it 


had  meaning  enough  to  interest  us  for  a  few  moments 
and  to  make  us  ask  the  boys  to  tell  us  what  they  plan 
to  be  when  they  reached  manhood.  Two  ministers  re¬ 
ported  that  eight  out  of  thirty  boys  said  they  planned 
to  enter  the  ministry.  Oh,  we  knew  that  these  were  just 
boys,  and  that  maybe  many  of  them  would  change  their 
minds  as  they  grew  older,  but  we  could  hardly  keep  from 
believing  that  if  the  church  would  go  after  the  boy  of 
the  district  in  dead  earnest,  and  keep  at  it  long  enough, 
the  church  and  its  importance  would  loom  so  large  in  his 
developing  mind  that  more  would  seek  places  of  leader¬ 
ship  in  it.” 


American  Bible  Society  Honors 

Dr.  Wragg 


Covrltti^Ameriean  Bible  Soeiety,  N.  Y. 

DR.  J.  P.  WRAGG 


IN  HONOR  of  a  quarter  of  a  century’s  continuous 
service  with  the  American  Bible  Society,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  John  Percy  Wragg,  secretary  of  the  society’s 
Agency  for  the,  Colored  People  in  the  United  States,  was 

given  a  testimony  of  ap¬ 
preciation  for  his  remark¬ 
able  services  by  the  board 
of  managers  of  the  society 
recently.  A  recognition 
of  the  devoted  services  of 
his  wife,  Mrs.  Jessie  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Wragg,  was  also  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  resolution. 

Dr.  Wragg  holds  the 
unique  position  of  “Dean” 
of  the  agency  secretaries 
in  the  United  States.  He 
was  bom  in  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  October  15,  1866. 
It  was  here  he  attended 
Avery  Institute,  and  dur¬ 
ing  1871-72  studied  at 
Claflin  University, 
Orangeburg.  In  April,  1885,  shortly  after  the  open¬ 
ing  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  Atlanta,  he  en¬ 
tered  the  seminary  and  graduated  in  June,  1888.  It 
was  while  here  he  met  Mrs.  Wragg,  who  was  a  student 
in  Clark  University,  situated  on  an  adjacent  campus. 

In  1901  the  board  of  managers  of  the  American  Bible 
Society  decided  to  set  up  in  the  United  States  an  agency 
similar  to  those  which  were  carrying  on  its  work  of  dis¬ 
tributing  the  Scriptures  in  foreign  lands.  Many  of  the 
auxiliaries  of  the  society  had  done  a  good  work  in  the 
South  for  the  colored  people  in  connection  with  their  gen¬ 
eral  local  Scripture  distribution,  but  there  were  still  large 
areas  not  covered  by  the  Bible  workers. 

This  peculiar  need  could  not  well  be  met  without  at¬ 
tempting  some  new  measures,  and  it  was,  therefore,  de¬ 
cided  to  create  a  special  agency  for  the  “Colored  Peo¬ 
ple  of  the  South.” 

In  looking  about  for  someone  to  take  charge  of  this 
agency,  it  was  natural  to  seek  for  advice  from  the  Gam¬ 
mon  Theological  Seminary,  the  only  institution  in  the 
country  giving  its  attention  wholly  to  the  training  of 
colored  preachers.  The  president,  now  Bishop  Wilbur 
P.  Thirkield,  recommended  the  Rev.  John  Percy  Wragg, 
Mr.  Wragg  had  at  that  time  experience  as  a  pastor  and 


as  a  presiding  elder  in  the  Savannah  and  Atlanta  Confer¬ 
ences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

When  elected,  he  was  pastor  in  Newman,  Ga.  With 
Mrs.  Wragg,  he  moved  at  once  to  Atlanta  and  made  that 
his  headquarters  from  the  spring  of  1901  to  1920. 

His  home  was  consecrated  to  the  work  of  the  American 
Bible  Society.  The  depository  and  the  headquarters  for 
correspondence  and  administration  were  located  there. 
The  early  years  were  spent  in  traveling,  visiting  his  entire 
field,  and  carrying  on  the  work  of  a  colporteur.  During 
this  time  he  was  gathering  together  a  staff  of  colporteurs 
whom  he  trained  to  the  same  heroic,  unselfish  service  as 
that  exhibited  by  himself. 

No  one  who  is  not  familiar  with  the  problems  of  travel¬ 
ing  for  a  colored  man  in  those  days  can  understand  the 
difficulty  which  these  workers  faced.  Mr.  Wragg  won  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  consequential  people  in  all  of 
the  communities  in  which  he  labored.  In  these  twenty-five 
years  there  has  arisen  no  criticism  from  any  source  of  his 
character,  his  consecration,  and  courtesy. 

With  the  movements  of  the  Negro  population  into 
other  parts  of  the  country,  it  seemed  desirable  to  enlarge 
the  sphere  of  this  agency.  In  1920  it  was  changed  from 
a  Special  Agency  for  the  Colored  People  of  the  South  to 
the  Agency  for  the  Colored  People  of  the  United  States. 
Dr.  Wragg — for  during  this  time  he  had  received  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity — transferred  his  residence 
from  Atlanta  to  New  York  City,  and  established  his  office 
in  Bible  House,  Astor  Place,  the  headquarters  of  the 
American  Bible  Society. 

He  divided  his  work  into  four  or  five  sub-divisions, 
with  headquarters  at  Atlanta,  Charleston,  Houston,  Cleve¬ 
land,  and  for  a  time  at  Memphis.  The  agencies  are  in 
charge  of  men  trained  by  Dr.  Wragg  and  conse¬ 
crated  to  the  great  work  of  bringing  the  Scriptures  tc 
their  people. 

Dr.  Wragg  has  been  very  efficient  in  the  circulatior 
of  the  Scriptures.  During  the  years  of  his  service  wit! 
the  American  Bible  Society  he  has  supervised  the  distri 
bution  of  1,300,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures.  He  has  hac 
in  his  employ  between  four  and  five  hundred  men  anc 
women.  Some  of  these  workers  have  entered  the  leading 
pastorates  of  the  churches  of  the  colored  people  of  thif 
country. 

Dr.  Wragg  has  also  established  connections  with  tlw 
principal  denominations  among  the  colored  people.  He  n 
welcomed  in  their  pulpits  at  their  general  gatherings  an( 
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among  their  bishops,  presidents,  and  other  leading 
officers.  He  has  secured  the  official  co-operation  of  many 
these  bodies  in  the  support  of  the  American  Bible 
^pociety.  • 

Through  these  twenty-five  years  Dr.  Wragg  has  given 
himself  without  stint  to  the  great  work  of  the  society. 
He  has  been  an  example  in  industry,  fidelity,  enterprise, 
integrity,  and  consecration  to  all  his  workers  and  to  all 
his  associates  in  the  various  home  agencies  which  have 
been  created  on  the  model  which  he  set  up. 

The  American  Bible  Society,  appreciating  to  the  full¬ 
est  extent  the  work  done  by  Dr.  Wragg,  cannot  fail  to 
call  attention  to  the  devoted  service  of  Mrs.  Jessie  Eliza¬ 
beth  Wragg.  She  has  made  her  husband’s  success  possible 
by  her  wisdom,  cheeriness,  courage,  and  self-denial. 

Together  they  have  given  the  society  a  most  unselfish 
service.  No  task  has  been  counted  too  heavy,  no  hours 
too  long,  no  journey  too  taxing  to  carry  forward  their 
work.  They  have  also  given  of  their  means.  Properties 
and  securities  amounting  to  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  have  been  turned  over  to  the  work  of  the  society.  A 
quarter  of  a  century  of  remarkable  growth  and  success 
is  but  the  forerunner  of  greater  accomplishments  in  the 
work  to  which  they  have  dedicated  their  lives. 

•  In  the  first  week  of  December,  at  the  last  meeting  of 
he  year  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  American  Bible 


Society,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wragg  were  asked  to  be  present. 
They  were  entirely  unprepared  for  the  surprise  which 
the  society  had  planned  for  them.  Why  should  they  be 
honored  especially?  They  had  been  doing  but  their  daily 
tasks.  Their  every  day  revolved  around  the  one  great 
theme  which  to  them  spelled  existence. 

They  were  welcomed  by  President  E.  Francis  Hyde, 
who  spoke  in  appreciative  terms  of  the  service  which  they 
had  both  given  the  society.  Dr.  Wragg’s  response,  made 
in  modest  and  unassuming  manner,  was  one  which  will  be 
long  remembered  by  those  there.  It  was  to  his  Master 
Dr.  Wragg  gave  any  glory  attached  to  his  work.  He  was 
but  the  instrument  through  which  God  had  made  possible 
the  upbuilding  of  His  kingdom. 

Dr.  William  I.  Haven,  senior  secretary,  in  the  name 
of  the  society  presented  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wragg  with  a 
beautiful  basket  of  flowers.  The  members  of  the  board 
were  then  given  an  opportunity  to  meet  and  congratulate 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wragg.  They  all  rejoiced  in  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  honoring  them,  and  later  directed  that  a  testi¬ 
monial  be  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  society.  An 
embossed  copy  will  also  be  given  Dr.  Wragg. 

In  thus  closing  the  twenty-five  years  of  their  service, 
the  American  Bible  Society  is  ennobled  and  enriched  by 
the  work  which  they  have  given.  Dr.  Wragg  has  brought 
honor  to  the  society  in  all  parts  of  this  great  country. 


There  Ought  To  Be  a  Change 

Why  Not? 


By  the  Rev.  E.  P.  Moon 


CERTAINLY,  it  is  a  hard  thing  to  get  away  from 
time-worn  customs,  even  though  their  usefulness 
may  have  long  since  ended.  This  undoubtedly  is 
the  case  with  many  things  essential  to  the  life  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Annual  Conference.  Territorially,  it  is  too  large. 
Its  center  is  the  District  of  Columbia ;  it  extends 
directly  east  to  thei  Susquehannah  about  seventy 
miles ;  thence  north  about  ninety  miles ;  thence  a 
l^agonal  line  northwesterly  about  four  hundred  miles  to 
^^e  northeastern  line  of  Ohio.  Again,  from  the  District 
of  Columbia,  its  center,  direct  west  about  390  miles  to 
the  Ohio  River;  with  about  the  same  distance  directly 
south  down  the  Ohio  River  to  the  boundary  line  of  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Thence,  almost  direct  east  along  the  line  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Tennessee,  and  North'  Carolina,  to  the  eastern 
coast  quite  five  hundred  miles.  In  this  territory  there 
are  three  whole  States  and  a  quarter,  and  the  District 
'  of  Columbia,  with  six  district  superintendents’  districts, 
34,921  members,  divided  as  follows:  Washington  Dis¬ 
trict  Number  of  49  pastoral  charges,  including  about 
2,600  square  miles,  along  the  western  line  of  Maryland, 
rith  an  average  salary  thus:  Class  (A),  4  pastors 
average  $2,637;  Class  (B),  18  pastors  average  $1,126; 
Class  (C),  26  pastors  average  $670,  with  the  highest 
paid  pastor,  $3,160,  the  lowest  paid,  '$106.  The  Charles¬ 
ton  District,  including  the  entire  State  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  area  of  about  24,000  square  miles,  with  29  pastors 

tlaried  as  follows:  Class  (A),  4  pastors  average  $1,930; 

ass  (B),  9  pastors  average  $1,140;  Class  (C),  14 
pastors  average  $760;  the  highest  paid  pastor,  $2,400, 
the  lowest  paid,  $219.  Western  Pennsylvania,  an  area 


of  about  14,000  square  miles,  salaried  as  follows:  Class 
(A),  6  pastors  average  $1,868;  Class  (B),  14  pastors 
average  $1,088;  the  highest  paid,  $2,960,  the  lowest  paid, 
$660.  This  territory  has  no  third-rate  pastors.  Rich¬ 
mond  District,  the  entire  State  of  Virginia  with  a  very 
small  exception,  an  area  of  about  42,000  square  miles, 
with  36  pastoral  charges  salaried  as  follows:  Class  (A), 
6  pastors  average  $1,668;  Class  (B),  12  pastors  average 
$1,108;  Class  (C),  18  pastors  average  $726;  highest 
average  paid,  $3,000,  the  lowest,  $210.  While  the  State 
of  Maryland,  no  part  of  which  is  600  miles  from  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  center  contains  two  Confer¬ 
ence  districts,  with  each  covering  about  10,000  square 
miles.  The  North  Baltimore  District  has  36  salaried 
pastors  rated,  as  follows:  Class  (A),  11  pastors  average 
$2,666;  Class  (B),  10  pastors  average  $1,163;  Class 
(C),  16  pastors  average  $614;  the  highest  paid,  $3,300, 
the  lowest  paid,  $260.  The  South  Baltimore  District, 
with  33  paid  pastors,  according  to  the  following  rate: 
Class  (A),  8  pastors  average  $2,027;  Class  (B),  9  pas¬ 
tors  average  $1,262;  Class  (C),  16  pastors  average  $782; 
highest  paid  pastor,  $2,600,  lowest  paid  pastor,  $366. 
The  salary  of  the  district  superintendents.  Episcopal 
Fund,  and  veteran  funds,  are  not  included  in  this  sum- 
mary.  As  it  is  not  our  intention  to  raise  an  issue  on  the 
difference  of  the  salaries  paid  the  pastors,  but  rather, 
if  possible,  to  establish  a  just  cause  for  the  change  we 
advocate,  we  shall  suggest  two  changes,  the  power  of 
which  rests  with  the  General  Conference,  which  we  know 
will  pay  little  or  no  attention  to  them,*  since  these  con¬ 
ditions  herein  stated  do  not  exist  in  the  white  Conferences. 
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But  we  shall  nevertheless  state  them  in  this  article.  With 
pastoral  salaries  paid  as  follows;  By  districts — ^pastoral 
charges  divided  into  three  classes:  (A,  B,  and  C).  The 

(A)  class,  37  pastors  get  $74,000  annual  salaries — an 
average  of  $2,000  each ;  96%  of  this  salary  is  paid  them. 

(B)  class,  62  pastors  get  $68,200 — an  average  of  about 
$1,000  each,  with  76%  of  their  salaries  paid.  (C)  class, 
81  pastors  get  $40,600 ;  63%  of  their  salaries  paid — an 
average  of  little  over  $600  each.  •  Note  that  these  37 
pastors  and  charges  are  encompassed  in  a  radius  of  6,000 
square  miles,  the  62  pastors  in  an  area  of  about  22,000 
square  miles,  the  81  pastors  in  an  area  of  30,000  square 
miles.  This  would  give  the  62  pastors  just  two  thirds 
of  the  average  amount  of  37  pastors  and  three  times  the 
distance  of  travel.  And  the  81  pastors,  with  one  fourth 
of  the  salary  of  the  37  pastprs  and  four  times  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  the  37  pastors  to  travel.  Now  I  pause  to  ask, 
Is  not  this  too  heavy  a  burden  for  the  (C)  class  of  pastors 
in  the  Washington  Conference?  The  question  here  arises. 
Where  may  we  find  a  remedy?  Certainly  we  all  agree 
that  the  burden  is  too  unequal  and  certainly  must  render 
hardship  on  the  (C)  class  of  preachers,  three  fourths 
of  whom  must  bear  this  burden  annually.  These  (C)  class 
or  underpaid  pastors  have  a  hard  task  of  raising  their 
salaries  at  the  best,  and  very  often  must  resort  to  ques¬ 
tionable  methods  to  get  it.  Not  only  is  it  their  duty  to 
attend  the  Annual  Conferences,  but  they  love  to  attend 
them,  and  they  often  desire  to  have  their  wives  accom¬ 
pany  them,  which  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  if  they 
so  desire.  And  if  they  do  so,  as  they  desire,  and  pay  equal 
transportation  and  equal  for  entertainment  along  with 
the  (A)  and  (B)  classes,  their  children  must  suffer  for 
suitable  clothes  and  other  necessities  of  life.  If  not,  they 
must  go  hungry  and  the  pastor  bear  a  bad  name  as  poor 
debt  payer.  As  grave  as  these  conditions  are,  nobody 
seems  to  care.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  these  pastors  are 
faithful  and  earnest  workers,  and  deserve  places  equal  to 

The  True  Spirit  of 

[Editor’s  Note. — One  of  the  bishops  sends  us  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  he  has  just  received  from  one  of  the  ministers  in  one  of  the 
Conferences.  The  letter  so  perfectly  reveals  the  true  spirit  of  a 
minister  in  our  church  that  we  are  glad  to  print  it  just  for  its  own 
worth  without  indicating  what  bishop  received  it  or  what  preacher 
wrote  it.  The  second  letter,  addressed  to  the  editor,  is  likewise  a 
fine  expression  of  contentment  in  holy  ambition  and  sacrificial 
service.] 

My  Dear  Bishop — 

I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  all  seasons  of  the  year 
you  are  indeed  very  much  occupied,  but  at  this  time  you 
are  beginning  to  think  of  the  great  responsibility  that 
is  yours  in  the  holding  of  the  sessions  of  our  Conference. 

The  major  appointments  of  the  Conference  will 
naturally  demand  your  personal  consideration,  and  for 
that  reason  I  thought  I  would  render  you  some  service 

by  suggesting  that  the  pastor  of  the  -  charge 

is  satisfied,  and  he  believes  the  people  will  in  the  course 
of  time  become  pleased  with  their  preacher.  Now  if 
this  sounds  satisfactory  to  you,  why  you  can  turn  your 
attention  to  smaller  charges,  such  as - , - ,  etc. 

Truly,  bishop,  a  word  like  contentment  might  add 
some  cheer  to  yoiir  busy  life,  and  for  that  reason  I  am 
addressing  you.  I  am  beginning  to  see  new  truth  in  the 
words,  “The  place  whereon  thou  standest  is  holy  ground.” 

I  am  in  the  open  country,  where  holly  and  cedar  and 
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the  best.  Some,  of  course,  will  never  get  any  better — 
they  have  passed  the  age.  Others  will  get  no  better — 
totally  without  the  art  required  to  maintain  a  confidentiaL 
friendship  with  their  superiors  in  office.  Some  have  un^ 
fortunate  luck  like  the  man  who,  on  his  way  to  Jericho, 
fell  among  thieves,  beaten,  scared,  and  torn  in  name  and 
infiuence ;  left  as  dead,  and  no  Christ  to  pass  to  rescue 
and  reinstate  them.  Something  must  be  done,  some  kind 
of  a  change  must  take  place.  This  underpaid  group  is 
smarting  under  the  severe  strain.  The  effects  are  be¬ 
coming  visible.  It  is  seen  and  heard  in  the  life  and  action 
of  that  group ;  in  the  effects  on  their  wives  and  children. 
In  the  decrease  of  membership,  poor  attendance  in  church, 
and  almost  the  entire  absence  of  the  young  people. 
Brethren,  we  may  as  well  face  these  facts,  grave  as  they 
are,  and  seek  somewhere  for  an  immediate  remedy.  First, 
I  would  offer  less  Annual  Conference  travel.  Divide  the 
Conference  into  two  divisions,  which  would  cut  down  the 
annual  traveling  expense  at  least  one  half.  This  would 
give  the  district  superintendents  less  travel  and  a  chance 
to  do  more  effectual  work.  Second — of  course  the  fol¬ 
lowing  will  be  a  little  noticed  because  radical,  and  after 
all  in  time  it  might  have  to  be  done — have  biennial  Con¬ 
ferences  instead  of  Annual  Conferences.  This  would  give 
a  greater  meaning  to  the  office  of  the  episcopacy  and  d 
greater  practical  duty  to  the  district  superintendents, 
by  extening  the  latitude,  duty,  and  powers  of  the  District 
Conferences.  As  I  have  said  in  the  above  that  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  having  no  such  problems  in  the  white 
Conferences,  would  pay  little  or  no  attention,  but  it  re¬ 
mains  with  us,  the  most  interested  and  the  most  re¬ 
sponsible,  to  seek  some  remedy,  and  do  it  now.  The 
present  decline  in  membership,  poor  attendance  in  church 
worship,  and  the  dead  strain  to  raise  the  finances  of  the 
church-^in  fact,  a  real  deterioration  in  the  Washington 
Conference — are  all  traceable  to  this  somewhat  appalling 
condition  existing  in  our  Conference. 

a  Minister  Revealed 

pines  grow  at  their  best.  I  have  more  than  220  square 
miles  of  territory  under  my  spiritual  supervision.  I  am 
the  only  Protestant  preacher  in  that  territory.  It  « 
true,  the  Catholics  are  strong,  but  that  adds  interest  to 
our  problems,  and  I  suppose  all  charges  have  their 
problems. 

I  am  convinced  that  this  is  a  Methodist  opportunity. 

I  have  arrived  at  my  contentment  through  following 
your  advice  of  reading  again  the  Discipline  as  to  the 
requirements  necessary  for  the  keeping  of  myself  in  the 
frame  for  becoming  a  good  Methodist  minister.  Again 
I  have  enjoyed  during  my  stay  here  the  kindly,  soul¬ 
stirring  requirements  essential  for  making  me  “a  good 
minister  of  Jesus  Christ.”  I  have  become  so  satisfied 
if  I  stay  here  or  go  yonder,  or  wherever  I  am  sent,  to 
do  the  one  big  job  of  “taking  men  alive”  for  Christ  and 
His  Kingdom.  How  well  do  I  remember  hearing  you  asi 
the  brethren,  “Are  there  any  more  souls  for  you  to  save 
on  your  charge?” 

Truly,  bishop,  preaching  the  gospel  is  a  wonderful 
experience,  and  I  am  praying  to  become  worthy  of  y 
great  a  task.  * 

Pardon  my  intrusion,  and  yet  I  desire  to  let  you 
know  that  my  happiness  is  the  result  of  thinking  upou 
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o'  our  .errice,.  We  work. 


SO  frequently  send  forth. 

«May  God’s  choicest  blessings  rest  upon  you  and  yours 

TT _  .  •  .  . 


Your  servant  in  Christ. 


My  Dear  Dr.  King — 


sing,  smile,  and  pray  for  another  good  year’s  work  in 
this  place.  “God  is  with  us.” 

Mrs.  joins  with  me  in  sending  best  wishes 

of  continued  success,  good  health,  prosperity,  and  happi¬ 
ness  to  you,  Mrs.  King,  and  the  boys.  We  enioy  .read- 


; - -  ivixig,  auu  me  ooys.  We  enjoy  .read- 

1  am  enclosing  news  items  which,  I  trust,  you  wiU  Jour  pointed,  logical  editorials  and  the  other  s^  up 
nn  space,  even  if  by  installments,  to  print  in  your  valu-  Southwestern,  and  we  assure  you  that  we  shall  con- 

a  e  paper.  I  am  a  bit  late  in  getting  them  to  you,  but  ^^“ue  being  loyal  supporters  of  this,  the  Advocate  of 
tny  school  work  and  other  thinars  cot  in  the  wav  better  thincrs.  Trusti  nrr  fflAf  oil  ova  wall  1. _ * _ J.. 


-  —  o - o  MUt 

tny  school  work  and  other  things  got  in  the  way. 

I  have  been  ill  since  the  Annual 
Conference,  but  I  am  glad  to  state  that  I  am  almost  O.  K., 

and  Mrs. - is  getting  along  very  well,  although  she 

IS  still  under  the  care  of  a  physician. 

Our  church  work  is  progressing,  nptwithstanding  the 
general  depression  in  this  section  of  the  country.  We 
face  very  serious  problems.  Most  of  the  farmers  are 
discouraged  and  disgusted  over  the  cotton  prices  of  last 
year.  And  they  advance  money  to  the  tenants  for  them 
to  pay  only  their  lodge  and  society  dues,  saying  it  is 
cheaper  on  them  than  paying  doctor  and  medicine  bills. 

They  are  advancing  only  flour,  meal,  and  meat  on  the 
adjacent  plantation.  And  on  most  of  the  other  plan¬ 
tations  they  are  not  advancing  anything,  and  will  not, 
Pntil  the  individuals  plant  their  cotton  this  month  or  in 


better  things.  Trusting  that  all  are  well,  and  hoping  to 
see  you  sometime  during  the  year,  I  am 

Respectfully  yours. 

Short-Story  Contest 

A  GAIN  the  board  of  trustees  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  offers  prizes  for  the  seven  best  stories  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  interest  of  Home  Missions . 

f  $76  00 

.  26  00 

Fifth  Prize . •  iSSS 

Sixth  Prize  .  ,n  ^ 

Seventh  Prize  . !!!!!.!!  6  00 


April.  However,  they  pay  the  laborers  $1.26  per  day  •  Material.~Th%  theme  of  this  year’s  study 

for  the  ploughing  they  have  been  doing  recently.  Essentially  Missionary  Character  of  Christian- 


for  the  ploughing  they  have  been  doing  recently.  ^  ^®®”tially  Missionary  Character  of  C . . 

It  is  said  that  farther  down  the  river  the  farmers  have  r  i  written  by  Samuel  McCrea 

absolutely  refused  to  advance  the  tenants  anything  And  <^eal  with  any  phase  of  home 

some  of  the  farmers  have  told  them  to  go  and  use  the 

land,  and  whatever  they  are  able  to  make,  if  they  can  — Original. 

mlVk^rit!  clothing,  they  Manuscripts.— Must  be  typewritten,  double  spaced, 

T.  ,  ,  .  •  ,  easy  to  read.  No  manuscripts  wiir  be  returned, 

fiftv  "1  A  ^  conditions.  Not  though,  of  course,  none  will  be  used  without  permission 

fifty  colored  men  in  this  entire  parish  cleared  as  much  of  the  writer. 

as  $50  (those  who  are  working  someone’s  else  land).  r  *1.  e  ^  ^  .  nr  ' 

And  they  came  from  $41  to  $2,700  in  debt.  The  man  *  of  story  must  be  from  fifteen  hur 

that  ramp  ’  r  i_  i  /«  two  thousand  words, 

mat  came  5^.4,700  in  debt  is  one  of  my  best  officers.  These 

people  worked  hard  last  year,  and  came  out  in  debt ;  and  Tvme  of  contest  is  from  now  until  Julv  V 

then  to  start  working  this  year  with  a  large  debt  hanging  Committee— Mrs.  J.  H,  Race,  Mis" 

over  their  heads  is  something  galling.  Yet  some  of  these  'ri.-  *  «  r  ^  ._VVoman  s 

people  go  forward  hopefully;  others  simply  plod  on,  ap-  come  the^  orL^  t’^'f  Th^  W 
parently  not  worried.  And  still  others  smile,  sing,  and  ^oretv  ^  1  mty  and  Woman’s 

We  arp  bprp  nr.,!  nh  4- u  •  stones  to  Mrs.  Dtiews  of  ^  - 

Som7of  tbP  1  PAiZW.Zr  notified  in  October, 

lie  of  the  more  thoughtful  women  have  secured  jobs  test  will  be  giv- 

,  work  there  until  Saturday,  come  home  Sun-  Home  Miss’  *  r»+ 

Jay,  and  return  Monday.  Some  of  the  men  do  likewise,  publishrftb  of  a  PfOminent 

tilers  simply  live  as  best  they  can,  waiting  for  the  land-  Home ax-  •  T-esr 

lords  to  begin  advancing  supplies.  MlHlStCr 

As  we  note  these  conditions  our  hearts  bleed  for  our  .m^tinued  from  page 

inc .  It  so  happens  that  I  do  not  have  very  many  merr  ^  •  tut  him  arc  his  wife  and  one 

hers  on  these  hard  plantations;  and  then  I  also  Ackney.  Those  surviving 
about  thirty  members  in  - So  with  whaMaughter,  Samuella. 

from  the  church  and  from  teaching  school  w  o-pntle,  and  the  elements 

to  make  it.  You  would  be  surpris^ed  to  ^n  Sm  ^at  nature  might  stand  up^ 

collections  for  the  two  Sundays  when  wj  •=  f  to  artho  world,  ‘This  was  a  man ! 

month,  amounted  to  $64.66.  We  a  ®  say  ,  enviable 

jives  among  these  people,  and  it  s-^dance  and  co-  Yum  a  splen  undying  influence, 

mg  a  miracle  here  by  magnifyAessings  to  others.  ,  inspiring  memory, 

foi*  TiT_  _  •  7  "  _ 'Uooi  fhev  can  r  » 


—  VO  aiiiuiig  tnese  people,  and  it  - 

mg  a  miracle  here  by  magnifyAessings  to  others. 


I 


for  our  needs.  We  receivedipw  as  best  they  can 
day  of  last  month.  ’ 
mmunion  as  we  talb 
operation  in  mak> 
t^ur  members  p 


mutilated 
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Sunday  School  Lesson  - 

IimjrAXiojrAX.  Sbum 

■  By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


REVIEW— STUDIES  IN  THE  CHRISTIAN  LIFE 

FIRST  QUARTER.  LESSON  XIII.  MARCH  27 


th. 

«et 
tM 
pattern, 
ual,  arid  a 
The  latter  a. 
.d^ciplte  ot  all 
^£tittt6de.  TUs  . 

'ttn 


We  are  trying  to  think  of  an  outline  of  the 
twelve  lessons  of  the  quarter  as  an  organic 
whole  or  a  logical  oneness.  Several  imperfect 
ones  suggest  themselves  to  us.  We  use  one 
of  these,  as  follows: 

Subjxct:  The  Chbistiak  Life 

I.  Introduction:  The  Christian  Pattern 
(Lesson  I). 

II.  The  Christian  as  he  lives  in  himself — 
Personal  (II-IV).  1.  Public  moral  life  (II). 
2.  Private  devotional  life  (III,  IV). 

III.  The  Christian  as  he  lives  for  others — 

Social  (V-XI).  1.  Preliminary  or  prerequi¬ 

sites  (V,  VI).  a)  Responsibility  for  Ability 
'VI).  b)  Choosing  principles  and  methods 

2.  Christianising  the  national  group 
X).  a)  The  methods  (X).  b)  Work- 
and  through  the  family  (VII).  c) 
g  in  and  through  the  church  (VIII L 
,  king  in  and  through  the  state  (IX). 

ianising  the  world  (XI). 
inclusion:  Future  Reward  for  the 
..  LJfe  (XII). 

‘e  of  Jesus  as  He  lived  it  on  earth  is 
fiir  the  life  of  His  followers.  But 
-'f  clearness  and  definiteness  we 
’on  between  the  Christian  dis- 
Hristian  apostle,  or  between 
’stian  layman  and  the  ag- 
leader.  For  the  former 
.tnal  life  of  Jesus  is  the 
.'atter  the  moral,  spirit- 
*  Je^fis  Is  the  pattern, 
'o^ritelssloned ,  to  make 
ilt’  ^  former  are  the 
.•  sense  of 

in  ids’  ^  ^ 

Jesus  r*8 

Tests 

n*  '  -'**  L**®  the  majority 

V  Onrifltians  sincenif  tiy  to'  -.-’aiize  it  to- 
“  Ay.  Whether  we  care  to-eonfesil  it  or  not, 
die  Grseco-Roman,  and  not  the  Christian 
moral  standard  is  the  code  of  the  mc^rity 
of  Christians  in  practice.  The  least  that 
Christ  can  expect  of  us  is  that  we  be  honest. 
We  ought  to  try  to  follow  Jesus  or  be  honest 
enough  to  admit  openly  that  we  prefer  to 
follow  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  Hypocrisy 
and  devilry  are  of  the  same  brood.  But  a 
minority  of  Christians  has  made  serious  and 
successful  efforts  toward  a  progressive  real¬ 
isation  of  the  standard  of  Jesus.  Some  have 
wproached  it  more  nearly  than  others.  But 
doubtless  the  nearer  approach  among  dis¬ 
ciples  has  been  in  the  ^iritual  life  wmch  is 
emphasised  in  Lessons  III  and  IV,  and  among 
apostles  in  the  spiritual  and  more  aggres¬ 
sively  social  life.  But,  to  repeat  frankly, 
among  neither  grotm  have  the  moral  quali¬ 
ties  emphasised  in  Lesson  II  been  generally 
taken  as  seriously  as  could  be  desirra.  And 
jct  Jesus  considered  these  among  the  most 
distinguishing  characteristics  of  the  Christian 
(Luke  6.  82-86).  Certainly  we  can  think  of 
no  surer  evidence  of  one’s  second  birth  than 
these  qualities — because  they  are  so  un¬ 
natural. 

What  we  mean  by  personal  Christianity  is 
the  living  a  Christian  in  one’s  ordinary  re¬ 
lations  in  life.  One  does  good  to  others  be¬ 
cause  it  is  one’s  character  to  do  good  at  all 
times  and  in  every  situation.  We  mean  by 
social  Christianity  the  doing  of  good  to  others 
with  the  conscientious  purpose  of  winning 
their  allegiance  to  Christian  principles.  Pre¬ 
liminary  to  such  effort,  the  (lorically)  first 
step  is  a  feeling  of  responsibuite  for  the 
best  use,  in  extending  the  cause  of  Jesus,  of 
whatever  ability  one  may  possess  (Lesson 
VI);  and  the  second  step  is  a  careful  and 
thoughtful  selection  of  the  principles  ,and 
methods  which  one  will  enmloy  in  his  inis- 
endeavors  (Lesson  V).  In  choosing 
•  methods,  one  must  needs 


reject  others  which  will  suggest  themselves 
for  his  adoption.  This  is  resisting  the  temp¬ 
ter  as  Jesus  did  in  the  wilderness.  The  meth¬ 
ods  which  He  chose  were  teaching,  preach¬ 
ing,  and  the  removal  of  sorrows  and  suffer¬ 
ings  among  people.  And  this  must  always 
be  the  general  methods  of  Christians  (Les¬ 
son  X)> 

In  our  efforts  to  Christianize  the  world  the 
first  objective  should  be  to  Christianize  our 
national  group;  and  the  first  step  in  this  is 
to  Christiania  the  smallest  social  unit,  the 
family  (Lesson  VII) ;  from  the  family  to  the 
community  or  State  (Lesson  IX) ;  thence  to 
all  States  and  peoples  (^Lesson  XI).  These 
efforts  must  be  organized  if  much  permanent* 
success  can  reasonably  be  even  hoped  for. 
The  church  is  the  institution  through  which 
all  such  efforts  are  organized,  though  other 
institutions  and  organizations  may  aid  more 
or  less  in  carrying  out  special  phases  of  the 
church’s  work.  Therefore  all  Christian  efforts 
in  general  must  center  in  the  church;  and 
Christians  should  serve  in  and  through  the 
church,  no  matter  what  other  organizations 
they  may  serve  in  (Lesson  VIII). 

If  the  Christian  lives  his  personal  life  in 
the  community  as  he  ought,  in  his  ordinary 
social  relations  doing  gow  and  not  evii,  and 
if  he  lives  his  social  life  as  he  ought  in  his 
efforts  to  help  others  to  be  and  do  good,  he 
is  assured  the  reward  of  a  never-ending  life 
of  eternal  blessedness  after  his  few  days 
on  earth  have  been  successfully  spent  (Les¬ 
son  XII).  If  there  were  no  heaven  to  hope 
for,  theoretically  there  might  still  be  some 
incentive  to  goodness  besides  law  and  public 
opinion;  but  practically  it  would,  be  other¬ 
wise.  The  hope  of  heaven  has  been  the  most 
effective  persuasive  means  of  social  control. 

Our  lessons  next  quarter  will  be  in  the  life 
of  Saint  Peter. 

SAM  HUErrOFT  COLLEGE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessok  too.  Sithdat,  Maech  27,  1927 
"This  One  Thing  I  Do” 

(Ej  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

This  garter  we  have  been  studving  “The 
Christian  Life.”  The  purpose  of  these  notes 
has  been  to  find  in. the  lessons  of  the  quarter 
the  ScAptural  yr^rrant  and  background  for 
the  missionary  {ihase  of  a  Christian  life.  We 
have  found  It 'in  ev«ry  lesson. 

In  Lesson  I  it  wtw  found  in  the  call  to 
become  disciples.  “1  will  make  you  to  be¬ 
come  fishers  of  men.”  k 

In  Lesson  II  we  found  the  Christian  life 
is  unselfish  in  that  we  should  “do  good,  hop¬ 
ing  for  nothing  again.” 

In  Lesson  III  it  was  made  clear  that  we 
should  make  the  one  God  known  to  people 
who  have  “gods  many  and  Lords  many.” 

In  Lesson  IV  we  were  taught  to  pray,  “Thy 
Kingdom  come,”  and  we  learned  that  prayer 
is  vital  to  Christian  living  and  bringing  in 
the  Kingdom. 

Lesson  V  teaches  us  how  to  overcome  temp¬ 
tations.  Even  if  all  the  glory  of  earth’s  king¬ 
doms  are  offered,  God’s  Word  is  sufficient. 

Lesson  VI  showed  the  importance  of  the 
practice  of  stewardship  to  carry  forward 
God’s  work  and  win  the  whole  world  to  it. 
The  real  crime  is  hiding  the  talent. 

Lesson  VII  had  to  do  with  making  the 
home  Christian  through  love  such  as  Christ 
gave  to  the  church.  We  are  shown  the  value 
of  a  Christian  home  in  a  heathen  land. 

Lesson  VIII  emphasizes  how  the  church 
offers  us  a  way  to  serve  not  only  in  our  home 
centers,  but  to  carry  the  light  to  the  most 
distant  parts  of  the  earth. 

Lesson  IX  was  a  temperance  lesson  and 


revealed  the  true  principle  of  temperance  in 
loving  our  neighbors  as  ourselves.  Then  we 
will  do  nothing  that  will  harm  him. 

Lesson  X  gave  us  some  missionary  aspec^ 
of  the  early  church  who,  as  they  were  persM 
cuted  and  scattered  abroad,  went  everywhere 
preaching  the  Word.  So  should  we  in  this 
restless  age,  wherever  we  go,  preach  the 
Word. 

Lesson  XI  is  the  great  commission,  “Go  ye 
therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,”  and  the  gra¬ 
cious  promise,  “Lo,  I  am  with  you  always.” 

Lesson  XII  gives  us  the  Christian’s  hope, 
the  priceless  gift  of  the  gospel,  which  the 
heathen  cannot  have  until  we  carry  it  to  them. 
This  quarter  has  brought  us  twelve  mission¬ 
ary  lessons. 

oahmon  semihakt. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

We  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  Lufkin,  Texas,  for  a 
box  of  choice  groceries,  a  heater,  and  a  set 
of  window  shades  for  the  parsonage.  Your 
kind  remembrance  of  us  shall  not  be  forgot¬ 
ten  soon. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  Z.  A.  Batiste. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  members  and  friends 
of  St.  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Wichita,  Kans.,  for  the  many  pounds  brought 
to  the  parsonage  on  Monday  night,  Decem¬ 
ber  20.  The  foUowing  contributed^:  Mesdameg 
A.  Williams,  Lee  Hyde,  E.  Hamilton,  M. 
Nulon,  C.  M.  Ashley,  S.  E.  Taylor,  L.  Hutt, 
Marie  Ewell,  L.  Triplet,  D.  Taylor,  O.  ^ 
Grayam,  Jordan,  D.  Hyde,  Misses  D.  Wi||| 
liams,  M.  Hamilton,  and  Messrs.  £.  Broofll 
and  Wade  Hamilton.  We  pray  God’s  bless¬ 
ings  on  these  loyal  people. — Mrs.  R.  M.  Con- 
well. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
and  friends  of  Davis  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  for  176  pounds  of  choice 
groceries  brought  to  the  parsonage  on  Mon¬ 
day  evening,  January  17,  as  the  result  of  a 
storm  party,  which  was  led  by  Sister  Martha 
Shaw,  Sister  Lula  Conlyr,  and  Bro.  S.  W. 
Curtis.  After  singing  “God  Will  Take  Care 
of  You,”  the  presentation  speech  was  made 
by  Miss  Ida  Mae  Wilson.  Response  was 
made  by  the  pastor  and  wife.  May  God’s 
blessings  be  upon  all  of  these  good  people. 
Come  again. — J.  G.  Browne,  Pastor,  Marlin, 
Texas. 

I  wish  to  take  the  liberty  here  to  thank 
the  good  people  of  Gethsemane  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  most  kindly  for  the  sur¬ 
prise  party  given  their  pastor,  leaving  many 
pounds  of  choice  grocries,  which  are  being 
enjoyed  highly.  I  thank  them  with  that  grate¬ 
fulness  that  heart  only  can  feel,  but  tongue 
cannot  express.  May  God  shower  His  rich¬ 
est  blessings  upon  them,  not  only  because  ^ 
their  recent  gifts  to  their  pastor,  but  becauH 
of  their  loytil  support  of  God’s  church  W 
every  phase  of  its  activity. — L.  S.  Lamb, 
Pastor. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  members  and  friends 
of  Lawson  Chapel  for  the  storm  party  that 
came  to  the  parsonage  Monday  night,  Janu¬ 
ary  81.  The  party  was  led  by  Sisters  B.  Has- 
sel,  F.  Temple,  J.  Reed,  E.  Pye,  A.  Moore, 
and  E.  Gypson.  Space  will  not  permit  ns 
to  mention  all  names,  for  they  are  lerion. 
The  storm  party  approached,  singing,  “The 
Comforter  Has  Come.”  The  many  pounds 
of  groceries  were  a  burden  to  the  dlning-rooo 
table.  The  pastor  and  wife,  with  prayers  of 
thanksgiving,  asked  God’s  blessing  upon  the 
party  for  its  noble  deed  of  kindness. — R*^’ 
and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Phoenix. 

The  pastor  wishes  to  thank  the  good  people 
of  Liberte  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
Hogansville,  Ga.,  for  what  they  did  in  sending 
him  to  the  Alilmta  Conference,  held  December 
1,  1926,  at-Sonlh  Atlanta,  Ga.  A  pair  of 
shoes,  a  new'hsit,  two  shirts,  four  collars,  and 
a  tie  were  predentoA  him.  These  were  given  ^ 
by  the  Ladies’  Aid  and  The  Woman’s  Ho^ 
Missionary  Societies  of  liberty  Hill  Chur|||y 
The  sum  of  $10  was  spent  by  the  socienP 
The  project  was  led  by  Mrs.  Lulu  CampbeR 
Mrs.  Rosetta  Lee,  Mrs.  Almetta  Montgomery: 
and  others.  I  thank  yon  all;  come  agaln.^ 
The  Rev.  J.  H.  Brandon,  Pastor. 
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Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


#  What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

DeKalb,  Mist.— We  are  glad  to  have  with 
us  again  this  year  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Williams. 
We  are  hoping  for  a  successful  year.  On 
returning  from  the  Conference,  our  ex-pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  D.  R.  Bentley,  preached  a  noble 
sermon  at  St.  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Wednesday  night,  February  2. — Rev 
E.  H.  Williams,  Pastor;  Hezde  C.  Scott! 
Reporter. 

Tamola,  Miss. — February  6  was  a  gala  day 
at  Key’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
with  our  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Wig¬ 
gins,  present.  He  preached  two  excellent  ser¬ 
mons,  and  we  raised  for  the  pastor,  $10.01. 
We  are  praying  for  the  speedy  recovery  of 
the  pastor’s  wife,  Mrs.  Wiggins.  We  are  de¬ 
termined  to  stand  by  the  Rev.  Wiggins  and 
help  put  the  program  over  for  this  Confer¬ 
ence  year.— Josephine  Cotton,  Reporter. 

B^^f^ithj  Texas. — Salem  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  On  the  fifth  Sunday  in  Janu- 
ary  we  began  a  rally  to  raise  money  to  paint 
the  church.  Our  pastor  preached  an  excellent 
sermon  from  Jeremiah  9.  1.  The  sermon  at 
night  WM  preached  from  the  text  found  in 
John  6.  8;  thme,  “Man  the  Purpose  of  God,” 
by  the  Rev.  Ed.  Scott,  of  our  sister  church  ' 

•  Total  amount  raised,  $18.67,  and  $3.60  for 
Gi^ide,  Waveland,  Miss.— M.  A.  P^or  Re¬ 
porter.  ^  ' 

Miss.— New  Albany  circuit, 
^xuP®!*^®***®***®*  Episcopal  Church; 
Annual  Upper  Mississippi 

fh-  ^  Belzoni,  Mis^, 

Superintendent,  for 

R  T  H?i  t  the  Revs  J. 

R.  Little,  who  has  been  with  us  two  years. 

^aching  our  children  every  day, 

®  progressive  condition. 
—Eddie  Nowell,  Reporter. 

Marion,  Ala. — The  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of 
the  Zion  Methodist  Church  rendered  a  g?and 
program  Friday  afternoon.  Sunday  morning 
communion  services  were  held,  conducted  by 
the  pastor.  Rev.  G.  W.  Brown.  Mrs.  L.  P. 

Wh'"  Episcopal  Church! 

^®‘^tured  on  the  subject,  “Temperance,” 
which  was  enjoyed  by  afl.  At  the  evening 

took  for  his  tex* 
spirit  of  God  was  with  us 
-Miss  Velma  V.  B.  Young,  Reporter 

people  of  Benson 
circuit  stormed  the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  W.  Knox, 
twice,  living  a  good  supply  of  fine  gro- 
cerks.  ^  On  the  fifth  Sunday  in  January  the 
Society’s  annual  sermon  was 
I  preached  by  the  pastor  to  a  full  church 
^very  soul  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit!  i 
X he  Aid  members  presented  the  pastor  a  > 
Pe  pastor  loves  these  ' 


began  work.  To-day  we  are  singing,  -  pray¬ 
ing  and  paying  in  a  new  church  Widing  at 
a  cost  of  $1,250,  with  a  debt  of  only  $176. 
Our  pastor  is  a  great  leader,  easy  to  follow. 
— Thomas  King,  Reporter. 

Cuero,  Teaios.— Brother’s  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  We  wish  to  report  the 
successful  activities  of  our  church.  We  have 
been  epgaged  for  the  last  eleven  days  in  a 
great  revival.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  there 
were  some  disadvantages  and  handicaps  to 
begin  with,  we  had  a  great  success,  both 
spiritually  and  financially.  There  were  six 
converts  and  one  reclaimed.  Forty-five  dol¬ 
ors  were  raised  for  the  preachers.  Rev.  A. 
G.  Russell  and  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Williams,  of 
Waco.  The  Rev.  Williams  visited  our  church 
the  past  week  and  preached  for  us  some  very 
helpful  and  soul-stirring  sermons.  He  is  a 
God-sent  man.— Evangelin  Mathis,  Reporter. 

Mardella  Springs,  Md.— An  able  sermon 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Boggs,  one  of  the 
oldest  men  of  the  Delaware  Confertnee,  on 
January  23.  His  text  was,  “Sanctification.” 
On  January  30,  Woman’s  Day  was  held  at 
Mt.  Nebo  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Rev.  O.  P.  Dickerson,  pastor.  A  woman 
preacher  fr.om  Delmar,  Mrs.  West,  brought 
an  inspiring  message.  Collection  for  the 
aay,  $16.  A  sacred  concert  was  given  by  the 
members  of  the  choir  on  January  23.  The 
propam  was  -conducted  by  Mrs.  Mary 
Dickerson.  Mfes  Mary  E.  Hull,  the  daughteV 
of  Mr.  and ’Mrs.  James  Hull,  has  just  re- 
^vered  from  a  serious  iUness. — Rev.  O  P 
Dickerson,  Pastor;  Reba  Winder,  Reporter. 

Ripley,  Miss.— We  arrived  here  on  our  new 
field  of  labor,  Saturday,  February  19,  and 
found  several  ladies  at  the  parsonage  to 
greet  us,  and  serve  us  a  well-prepared  din- 
ner.  These  ladies  had  greatly  improved  the 
iperior  of  the  parsonage,  such  as  papering 
we  walls  and  putting  in  some  new  furniture. 
On  Saturday  night,  about  eight  o’clock,  a 
storm  struck  the  parsonage,  leaving  many 
choice  groceries  on  the  table.  There  were 
about  ten  or  twelve  men  and  women  who  < 
P®'’*y-  We  take  this 

method  to  thank  the  good  members  and  \ 

Prayer  was 

offered  by  the  Rev.  M.  C.  Pulliam,  the  pas- 
tor,  who  invited  them  to  come  again  verv 
soon.— Reporter.  ^  ^ 


WHAT  OUR ■ ■ 

■  ■  FOLKS  SAY 

Even  in  a  amall  fcliool — 

^  receive  each  moptJi  three  magazines 
dealing  with  the  Children’s  division  work, 
but  I  really  feel  Thf  Bletnentary  Mag. 
oginc  stands  out  from  the  rest.  It  is  so 
thoroughly  usable  —  not  a  suggestion  in  it 
but  can  be  used  even  in  a  small  school, 
such  as  my  home  school.  The  pictures, 
songs  and  stories  arc  just  the  type  to  »peal 
to  a  child  and  to  make  the  heavenly  Father 
a  bit  more  real  to  him." — Ethd  Af.  R«»- 
hart,  Altamont,  N.  Y. 

Full  of  helpful  things — 


time.  It  is  so  full  .of  helpful  things.  I  do 
not  wish  to  miss  one  number.  I  wish 
every  Beginners  teacher  would  subscribe 
for  It.;  — Gibbons,  Clyde,  Ohio. 

Of  the  very  best — 

"A  few  days  ago  I  received  the  February 
number  of  The  Elementary  Magazine 
and  want  to  say  that  it  is  one  of  the  best 
magazines  of  the  kind  published.  I  can 
not  say  too  much  in  praise  of  it.’’— 7  IV 
y^eberry.  Plan  and  i^hod  IVriSer'  for 
Sunday  School  Periodicals.^  Ladrange,  Mo. 

The  Elementary  MagasOne 
Is  23c  per  quarter,  in  cIuIm;  90c  per  year. 
Single  subrcriptlons,  annual  oni^ll.OO. 

For  sample  copies  address  ; 

The  Methodist  Book  Concem  ,  • 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
*^*****  City  Franciwo  Portland,  Ora. 


New  London  Ohio.— The  Rev.  W.  M.  GUes, 
of  Lorain,  conducted  a  ve^  successful  revival 
at  Secopd  Methodist  Episconal  Church 


We  feel 

has  given  us  one  of  its 
porter*’”’^''*’  Ee* 

thM^^r‘^T’11  came 

Hirough  Tallapoosa  County.  Februarv  is 

MetLdist 

a  vc™  n  ®:®P’  a  mission,  it  was 

a  v®ry  promising  church.  Sixty  students 
Were  enrolled  in  the  Sunday  school,  fifteen 

The  members  are  sad 

t  ‘’.“PPv" “  “‘®y  "o  money 
with  which  to  build  a  new  church.  Dear 
rrfends,  we  need  your  help  and  sympathy  in 

inur’’®!'*!'  ®®"^  wlllbe^  greatly 

p^eciated.  Send  w^t  you  have  to  t^  Rev. 

-»■  H.  Gilder,  Pastor.  Box  266.  Dadeville,  Ala. 

^®‘?*’~Thi®  circuit  is  moving 
on  as  never  before.  We  entered  our  nel 
•  Joseph  8  Church  on  February  13,  1927 

fears  twentf seven 

ear^  and  our  gallant  pastor,  the  Rev.  R. 

Ll  *  «“®  Texas  An- 

L®"®®  October  28,  1926,  and  on 
^tober  31  he  preached  and  raised  $80  for  the 

we  laid  the  lumber  on  the  ground  and 


— ' “  ■'-•J  revival 

at  Secopd  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
Twenty-six  united  with  the  church.  The  Rev 
Giles  has  been  a  spiritual,  financial,  and  in¬ 
tellectual  benefit  to  our  church.  The  revival 
has  helped  to  the  extent  that  every  family 
in  town  is  actively  engaged  in  the  welfare 
of  our  church.  On  Sunday,  March  6,  the 
C-hristian  Alliance  Church  of  Oberlin  wor- 
shipped  with  us.  On  Sunday,  February  27, 
Woman’s  Day  was  observed.  There  were 
uiree  excellent  programs  rendered  during  the 
day.  A  neat  sum  of  $25  was  realized,  which 
amount  was  banded  to  the  pastor.  Mrs 
Bertha  Jones  and  Mrs.  Hildred  Norris  de¬ 
livered  the  principal  addresses.— Rev.  A.  L. 
Holland,  Pastor. 

Vanceville,  La. — The  members  and  friends 
of  the  Mount  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  ar®  joyful  over  the  return  of  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Calvin  as  their  pastor  for  the  second 
year.  A  reception  was  held  in  honor  of  the 
pastor  and  Mrs.  Calvin.  Two  pound  par- 
and  other  presents  have  been  given  them, 
^e  church  work  is  moving  along  splendidly, 
^e  Volunteer  Workers’  auxiliary,  Mrs.  Lou 
Wiley,  president,  bought  a  beautiful  new 
Bible  for  the  church,  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Calvin  donated  a  Morocco  bound  and  gold- 
engraved  hymn  book.  A  beautiful  dedica¬ 
tory  ser^ce  was  conducted  on  the  third  Sun¬ 
day  in  December.  The  $300  note  that  had 


.  •  V.  bliai  lltiU 

been  outstanding  against  the  church  for  two 
years  was  redeemed,  and  a  great  note-burn- 
mg  service  was  held  January  16,  1927.  Dr. 
W.  G.  Alston,  pastor  of  Shreveport,  de¬ 
livered  the  sermon.  And  there  was  irreat 
rejoicing  in  Zion.  The  World  Service  rally 
IS  on  for  Easter^  and  the  captains,  lieuten¬ 
ants,  presidents,  members,  and  friends  are 


;  working  hard  to  keep  Mount  Zion’s  banner 
‘  waving  Wgh.  Pray  for  us.— (Mrs. "i  M.  M. 
Tolliver,  Reporter. 

Memphis,  Tenn.— The  members  of  Cen- 
tenary  and  the  citizens  of  Memphis  are  very 
foi^nate  to  have  with  them,  b^eginning  the 
third  week.  Dr.  W.  M.  H.  Huff,  of  Sioux 
city,  Iowa.  He  is  conducting  an  evangelistic 
c^palgn,  and  each  message  is  accompanied 
with  power.  Dr.  Huff  says  he  knows  of  no 
other  place  that  needs  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  more  than  the  city  of  Memphis.  Each 
service  is  largely  attended.  On  Friday  night 
IJr.  Huff  asked  for  questions  from  the  audi¬ 
ence,  which  he  answered  with  Scriptural 
reference  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  We  feel 
that  Dr.  Huff’s  coming  to  Memphis  at  this 
time  18  not  only  a  blessing  for  Methodism, 
but  for  all  the  Christian  churches.  Several 
of  our  white  friends  worshipped  with  us  dur¬ 
ing  the  meeting.  Centenary  is  very  grateful 
to  Bishra  R.  E.  Jones,  under  whose  direction 
Dr.  Huir  came  to  us.— Dr.  E.  J.  Cox,  Pas¬ 
tor;  A.  D.  Ivy,  Reporter. 

Honey  Grove,  Texas. — Eighth  Street  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  is  moving  along  nicely 
despite  the  hard  times.  Excellent  services 
were  held  last  Sunday  morning  and  night, 
Vith  one  addition  to  the  church.  Our  mis¬ 
sionary  society  has  started  out  nicely;  how¬ 
ever,  we  hope  to  have  more  sisters  meet  wfth 
us  in  the  near  future.  Every  member  is 
ur^d  to  do  his  or  her  part  in  the  Easter 
rally Sister  Amanda  Wallace  has  been  on 
the  sick  list  one  week.  On  Tuesday  evening 

”^i.i!5®j  ™®  a  three-act  drama, 

entitled,  Old-Fashioned  Mother,”  which  was 
very  commendable  and  highly  appreciated 
by  the  large  audience  of  both  colored  and 
white.  The  door  receipts  amounted  to  $14.60. 
Much  comment  is  being  passed  on  all  char- 
acters  of  the  play,  and  especially  on  Mrs. 
Lee  Tatum,  although  all  played  well  their 
parts.  We  wish  to  thank  the  following  per¬ 
sons  who  took  part  in  the  play;  Mrs.  Lee  Ta- 
^m,  Hattie  Payne,  Georgia  Dalton,  Misses 
Nannie  M.  Basin,  Odel  Walcott,  Maggie 
Flovd,  Mr.  Justus  Yoakum,  Ernest  Floyd, 
Richard  Logan,  Albert  Smith,  Howard  Hig¬ 
gins,  M.  J.  Johnson.  We  also  wish  to  thaiu 
all  who  came  out  to  witness  the  program. — 

F.  W.  Logan,  Pastor. 
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District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

BENNETTSVILLE  DISTRICT 
Second  Round — Alcot,  March  12,  18; 

Bethel  and  Ebeneser,  18;  Chesterfield,  19; 
Cberaw,  20,  21;  Hartsville  Ct.,  26';  Harts- 
ville,  27,  28;  Hartsville  Mission,  28;  St.  John 
and  We^ey,  April  2,  8;  Lydia  and  Kin^lle 
(8  P.  M.),  2,  8;  Syracuse  and  Provic^ce, 
9,  10;  Darlington,  10,  11;  Darlington  Ct,  11; 
Little  Rock,  16,  17;  Hamer,  88,  24;  Dillon, 
24,  28;  Clio  and  Dunbar,  80  to  May  1;  Blen¬ 
heim  and  Spears,  7,  8;  Bennetts^e,  8,  9; 
Level  Green  and  Wesley,  14,  18;  Tatum  and 
McCoU,  21,  22;  North  Marltoro,  20.  Group 
Meeting,  Hartsville,  Tuesday,  April  19. 

Dear  Brethren:  We  have  set  our  goals. 
Evangelism,  ministerial  support,  and  the  be¬ 
nevolences  must  have  our  closest  attention. 
The  next  three  months  must  be  great  months. 
World  Service,  on  Easter,  must  show  as  never 
before.  We  hare  the  order  of  the  chief.  We 
haw  airnkgitA  onreelves  to  raise  the  largest 
^0tdbmi  ~on  IWs  day  possible.  We  meet  in 
Moap  meetiBg  the  ‘nesday  following,  to 
take  stock.  Who  wOl  lead?  All  almardi 
Let’s  Jp>l — W.  S.  Thompson,  District  Super- 
Intenomt. 

BLUElPIELD  DISTRICT 
TkUrd  Momtd — Gary,  April  2,  8;  Princeton, 

8,  10;  'Riorpe,  16,  17;  Bluefield,  Bethel,  28, 
24;  bmelsior,  24,  28;  Tazewell,  80  to  Mav  1; 
.kmoneate,  L  2;  Bluefield,  John  Steward,  7, 
f|  Davy,  Becahontas,  14,  16;  Freeman, 
U,  16;  PeoHsburg,  21,  22;  Tiptop,  28,  29; 
B^lch,  June  4,  8;  Northfork,  6,  6;  Anawalt, 
^  12;  Wilcoe,  12,  18. 

My  dear  Co-workers:  Easter  is  just  across 
tbs  hill,  the  time  for  our  semi-annual  report. 
So  let  us  strive  to  get  souls  into  the  King¬ 
dom  and  our  benevolence  far  in  advance  of 
last  year  at  this  season.  The  convention  of 
church  auxiliaries  will  meet  in  Tazewell,  Va., 
April  27  to  May  1.  All  ministers,  local 
preachers,  presidents  of  groups  or  superin¬ 
tendents,  are  expected  to  be  present.  Sun¬ 
day  should  be  a  high  day  in  Zion,  at  which 
time  we  hope  to  bless  the  entertaining  charge. 
Any  of  the  representatives  of  our  general 
boards,  journals,  or  schools  are  welcome  with 
us  in  this  educational  meeting.  As  ever  your 
brother,  B.  J.  Martin,  District  Superintend¬ 
ent. 

CORPUS  CHRISTI  DISTRICT 
Second  Round — Corpus  Christi  Station, 
March  20,  21;  Mathis  and  Alice,  26,  27;  Sin- 
ton  and  Taft,  April  2,  3;  Beeville,  9,  10; 
Bishop  and  Robstown,  16,  17;  Goliad  Station, 
23,  24;  Salcedo  Ct,  30,  May  1;  District  Con¬ 
ference,  3-8;  Kingsville  Station,  15,  16;  Har¬ 
lequin,  21,  22;  Raymondsville,  28,  29;  San- 
benito,  June  4,  6;  Edinberg,  11,  12;  Talferio, 
18,  19;  San  Juan,  18,  19. 

Dear  Brethren:  I  am  expecting  every  pas¬ 
tor  on  the  district  to  raise  his  full  quota 
of  World  Service  monies  on  Easter  Sunday, 
April  17,  and  be  a  100  per  cent  pastor. 
Brethren,  let’s  put  it  over.  Yours  for  co¬ 
operation,  Jesse  J.  Hardemon,  Dist.  Supt., 
P.  O.  Box  638,  Luling,  Texas. 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT 
Second  Round — Sidney,  March  18;  Bates- 
ville,  20,  21;  Newport,  22;  Crawfordsvllle, 
26,  27;  Hughes  Ct.,  30,  81;  Brickeys  and 
Kokomo,  April  2,  3;  Marianna  Scott  Valley, 

9,  10;  Moro,  15;  Marianna  Ct,  16,  17;  Bras- 
field  and  Duvalbluff,  19;  Palestine  Ct.,  20; 
Marvell  Ct,  23,  24;  Helena,  26;  Brinkley  and 
Penrose,  28,  29;  Clarendon,  30,  June  1; 
BrinUey  Ct,  7,  8;  Hunter  Ct,  12,  13;  Au¬ 
vergne,  14,  15;  Augusta,  20;  Cotton  Plant, 
22,  23;  Caldwell  Ct.,  26;  Forrest  City,  29,  80. 

Dear  Brethren:  One  fourth  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  year  has  gone.  Spring  has  come,  and 
this  is  the  time  for  us  to  do  our  best  for  the 
church  which  we  represent,  and  don’t  forget 
the  goal:  Every  man  over  the  top  along  all 
lines  in  advance  of  last  year.  I  hope  every 
pastor  will  observe  roll  call  Easter  Sunday. 
I  hope  your  program  of  evangelism  for  the 
next  few  weeks  will  develop  into  the  salvation 
of  the  young  people  of  your  community. 
Brethren,  please  don’t  forget  General  Con¬ 


ference  expenses,  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate,  and  Pension  and  Relief  Fund.  I 
am  sure  you  won’t  forget  June  2,  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  PhUander  Smith  College. 
Faithfully  yours,  J.  H.  Hatchett,  Dist.  Supt 

HUNTSVILLE  DISTRICT 

Second  Round — Bellmlna,  April  2,  8;  Mad¬ 
ison  and  Springhill,  9,  10;  ShefBeld  Mission, 
16-17;  Scottsboro  Ct.,  22-24;  Huntsville, 
Lakeside,  29-May  1;  Decatur,  6-8;  Albany 
and  Beulah,  18-15;  Athens  and  OaUand,  21, 
22;  Warrior  and  Bangor,  27-29;  Trlania  Ct., 
10-18;  Blount  Spring  Ct,  18,  19;  Ardmore 
and  Johnson,  28,  26;  Huntsville  Ct,  July 

1,  2;  Center  Grove  Ct.,  9,  10. 

Dear  Brethren:  Easter  Sunday,  April  17, 
each  man  is  expected  to  raise  his  full  quota. 
We  cannot  afford  to  fall.  We  are  expecting 
our  bishop  to  meet  with  us  some  time  after 
Easter,  when  we  shall  make  our  report  for 
World  Service.  Let  us  talk  “over  the  top” 
and  “go  over  the  top.”  Anyway  that  I  can 
be  of  any  assistance  to  you,  call  on  me.  The 
district  must  raise  its  full  quota. — J.  W. 
Whitfield,  Dist.  Supt. 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT 

Second  Round — Danville,  March  12,  18; 
Roland,  19,  20;  Little  Maumelle,  26,  27;  West 
Rock,  28,  29;  Lonoke  and  St  James,  April 

2,  3;  North  Little  Rock,  McCabe,  and 
Adams  Chapel,  9-14;  Marche  Ct.,  16-20;  Con¬ 
way,  80-May  1;  Morrillton,  April  23,  24; 
Solgohachia,  24-28;  Van  Buren,  May  8,  9; 
Fayetteville,  11-16;  Bentonville,  17,  18;  Fort 
Smith,  22,  23;  Group  Meeting  No.  1,  Little 
Maumelle,  March  30,  31;  Group  No.  2, 
Adams  Chapel,  April  6,  6;  Group  No.  8, 
Cleveland,  April  27,  28;  Group  No.  4,  Fa¬ 
yetteville,  May  11,  12;  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  Convention  at  Fayetteville, 
May  13-16. 

Dear  Co-workers:  We  are  beginning  our 
second  round,  so  let  us  get  busy.  Let  us 
make  Easter  a  great  day  spiritually  and 
financially.  Let  us  raise  seventy-five  per¬ 
cent  of  our  World  Service.  Do  not  forget 
the  Philander  Smith  College  Jubilee  Anni¬ 
versary.  We  must  go  over  the  top.  Let  us 
make  this  second  round  the  beginning  of 
great  things  for  the  Fort  Smith  District. — 
J.  L.  Bryan,  Dist.  Supt.,  Box  333,  Conway, 
Ark. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

ABERDEEN,  MISS- 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Aberdeen  Second  Church  convened  February 
18-20,  with  the  Rev.  B.  W.  Wynn  presiding. 
The  Conference  was  well  attended  by  officers 
and  all  had  good  reports.  The  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing’s  service  was  conducted  by  the  pastor, 
during  which  time  a  new  member  was  added 
to  the  church  roll.  The  district  superintend¬ 
ent  preached  a  beautiful  sermon  during  the 
evening  service.  Collection  for  the  day  was 
$3tf;  district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full. 
Again  we  thank  the  bishop  and  his  cabinet 
for  the  return  of  our  pastor,  who  is  making 
a  wonderful  start  for  the  new  year.  His 
plans  are  many  for  the  advancement  and 
growth  of  the  church.  We  are  all  looking 
forward  to  the  coming  of  Easter  with  high 
aims  and  great  hopes  for  a  successful  day. — 
Ida  Robinson,  Reporter. 

ABINGDON,  VA. 

Charles  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church:  Dr.  Anderson  Davis,  our  much- 
beloved  district  superintendent,  was  in  our 
midst  January  30,  31.  On  Sunday  at  11 
A.  M.  he  preached  an  excellent  sermon  from 
the  subject,  “What  Must  We  Do  with  Je¬ 
sus?”  which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  The  district 
superintendent  spent  the  day  with  us  and  we 
were  pleased  to  have  him.  Monday  night, 
January  81,  the  second  Quarterly  Conference 
was  held  with  Dr,  Davis  presiding.  A  large 
crowd  was  present  and  excellent  reports  were 
rendered  from  all  departments  of  the  church, 
showing  a  wonderful  increase  along  all  lines. 
We  thank  God  for  the  success  thus  far.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  Conference  year  the 


Epworth  League  Cabinet  met  for  the  purpose 
of  solving  some  way  to  assist  raising  the 
World  Service  quota.  Our  beloved  pastor  be¬ 
ing  present,  gave  the  League  one  of  his  ^ 
service  hours  that  they  might  launch  a  pro- fl 
gram  and  rallv.  This  was  very  much  ap-  w 
preciated  by  all  members  of  the  cabinet.  The 
president,  Mr.  Wm.  Gary  was  in  charge  of 
the  rally.  A  grand  Lincoln  Day  program 
was  conducted  by  the  first  vice-president, 
Mrs.  Jennie  C.  Cooke,  February  18,  at  8  P.  M. 
Dr.  A.  J,  Brown  delivered  the  address.  On 
Friday  night,  Februaij  11,  Miss  Arelia  An¬ 
derson  gave  a  beautiful  mock  wedding  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Epworth  League.  A  corn¬ 
iest  was  opened  to  four  young  ladies  of  the 
church:  Misses  Arelia  Anderson,  Kathleen 
Pope,  Susan  Pope,  Hortense  Brown.  They 
reported  as  follows:  Miss  Anderson,  $8.86; 
Miss  Susan  Pope,  $14.67 ;  Miss  Kathleen 
Pope,  $14.88;  Miss  Brown,  $4.01.  A  prize 
was  awarded  the  one  raising  the  largest 
amount.  Total  amount  raised,  $46.84.  (los¬ 
ing  remarks  and  benediction  by  the  pastor. 
Rev.  F.  D.  Thomas.  Too  much  cannot  be 
said  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Epworth  League 
Cabinet  and  its  co-workers  of  the  Charles 
Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — Re¬ 
porter. 

AILEY,  GA. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  at 
Warren  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
February  8,  6,  with  our  new  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  Rev.  S.  D.  Bankston,  in  the 
chair.  He  spoke  words  of  encouragement  at 
the  opening  of  the  Conference.  We  are  plan- 
ning  to  do  more  this  year  than  ever  before  fl 
with  the  help  of  the  Lord.  The  officers  made^ 
good  reports.  Paid  district  superintendent 
in  full,  $24;  pastor,  $17;  total,  $41.  Nepsis 
Chapel:  Lincoln’s  Birthday  was  a  grand  af¬ 
fair  with  us  on  Sunday,  February  13.  The 
program  was  conducted  by  Sister  Maggie 
Griner.  Papers  were  read  by  several  young 
ladies.  Remarks  were  made  by  Bro.  D.  W. 
Griner,  S.  C.  McArthur,  and  others.  Amount 
raised,  $3. — C.  Wiggs,  Reporter. 


AMORY,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  at 
Spruel  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
January  29,  30,  with  Dr.  B.  W.  "Wynn  in  the 
chair.  The  quarter  was  opened  in  the  usual 
order  at  2.30  P.  M.  After  the  devotional 
service,  the  district  superintendent  spoke  en¬ 
couraging  words  concerning  the  Amory 
charge.  The  roll  was  called  and  a  good  num¬ 
ber  of  officers  answered  present.  Sunday, 
January  80,  the  Rev.  Wynn  was  at  his  best 
and  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  which 
was  enjoyed  by  all  present.  Seventy-three 
came  forward  to  commune  with  us.  We  paid 
our  full  quarter  assessment,  $16.  We  are 
very  grateful  to  Bishop  Jones  for  the  return 
of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Brown,  and  the 
Rev.  B.  W.  Wynn  as  district  superintendent.^ 


— Henrietta  Jackson,  Reporter. 


AUGUSTA,  GA. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  St.  Mark  on  February  13.  The  Rev.  Dr. 

J.  S.  Stripling,  district  superintendent, 
preached  morning  and  evening  to  a  large  and 
appreciative  audience,  many  being  visitors 
from  other  churches.  The  superintendent 
expressed,  himself  as  being  pleased  with  the 
progress  of  the  church  since  last  quarter,  as 
evidenced  by  the  reports  of  the  various  aux¬ 
iliaries  of  the  church.  On  Monday  night,  the 
Lincoln-Douglass  birthday  program  was  held, 
the  district  superintendent  presiding.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  regular  program  furnished  by 
the  Board  of  Education,  there  were  three 
speakers.  Prof.  John  Cade,  of  Paine  Col¬ 
lege,  spoke  on  Abraham  Lincoln;  Chaplain 
A.  C.  Griggs,  of  Haines  Institute,  spoke  on 
Frederick  Douglass,  and  Prof.  A.  J.  Jackson, 
manager  of  the  National  Benefit  Insurance 
Company,  spoke  on  “Sixty  Years  of  Negro 
Freedom.”  The  addresses  were  highly  inter¬ 
esting  and  instructive.  A  most  splendid 
gathering  attended  this  service  and  a  liberal 
offering  was  given  for  our  World  Service 
work.  The  orchestra  of  Paine  College  furA 
nished  enchanting  music,  while  appropriate^ 
songs  were  sung  by  the  audience.  The  success 
of  the  Conference  and  the  Lincoln  Birthday 
exercises  were  due  in  the  main  to  the  un¬ 
tiring  efforts  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  Wm.  M. 
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^hol»“aWng  himself  felt  and  wlU  After  the  pastor  had  read  the  Scripture  les- 
andoubte^y  bring  St  Mark  In  Augusta  into  son  and  sentence  prayer  was  offered  by  all, 
tor  rightful  place  as  a  power  for  the  ad-  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Batiste,  pastor,  introduced  the 
^ncement  of  the  Kingdom. — S.  J.  Wil-  district  superintendent.  Dr.  Gilder  spent 
^Pigbby,  Reporter.  twenty  minutes  discussing  prayer  and  the  ne- 


BIG  STONE  GAP,  VA. 

Davidson’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  is  doing  splendid  work  under  the 
leadership  of  Its  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Hurd. 
Every  department  of  the  church  is  feeling  the 
spirit  of  progress.  Our  second  Quarterly 
Conference  was  held  January  8,  with  our  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  the  Rev.  A.  Davis,  pre¬ 
siding.  The  reports  were  good.  During  this 
quarter  we  have  paid  the  pastor  $248.26;  a 
stove  was  purchased  for  the  church  at  the 
cost  of  $100.  So  far  our  collections  are  in 
advance  of  last  year.  It  is  our  intention  to 
raise  our  quota  for  World  Service  by  Easter 
Sunday,  including  our  $60  for  Morristown 
College.  Our  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  A.  Davis,  spent  January  9  with  us,  and 
it  was  indeed  a  pleasure  for  everyone  to  hear 
him.  He  always  brings  us  helpful  and  cheer¬ 
ful  messages.  After  the  League  service  at 
night  we  again  listened  to  the  Rev.  Davis, 
who  preached  on  “The  Pre-eminence  of 
Christ.”  Through  every  phase  of  life  he 
showed  Christ  pre-eminent.  His  closing 
thought  was,  “Is  Christ  pre-eminent  in  our 
lives?”  The  day’s  services  were  well  attended 
and  quite  a  success  spiritually  and  financially. 
Total  amount  raised,  $36;  paid  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  $20;  pastor,  $16.  All  the 
^ranches  of  the  Sunday  school  are  doing  effi- 
^pent  work.  On  February  6,  our  missionary 
president,  Mrs.  Kate  Harris,  rendered  a  mis¬ 
sionary  program  in  connection  with  the  Sun¬ 
day  school,  which  was  enjoyed  by  everyone. 
On  February  13,  Mrs.  Maude  Spears,  tem¬ 
perance  president,  gave  the  Sunday  school 
an  interesting  lecture  on  temperance.  The 
Epworth  League  is  doing  fine  work  under  its 
new  president.  Miss  Myrtle  Wood.  The  other 
auxiliaries,  which  space  will  not  permit  us  to 
mention  here,  are  in  fine  working  condition. 
We  ask  your  prayers  that  this  year’s  work 
will  be  a  success  in  every  movement. — Re¬ 
porter. 

BRANDON,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Brandon  circuit  convened  in  Wesley  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  February  19,  20, 
with  our  new  and  efficient  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Williams,  in  the  chair. 
The  Conference  was  opened  by  the  superin¬ 
tendent,  making  an  eloquent  introductory 
speech,  touching  his  plans  and  interest  of  the 
Jackson  District.  After  listening  to  his  won¬ 
derful  remarks,  we  all  resolved  to  stand  by 
the  church  100  per  cent.  The  officers  present 
had  well-written  reports,  showing  that  they 
are  ready  to  face  the  many  duties  of  the 
^|ew  year.  The  Rev.  Williams  preached  a 
pibnderful  sermon  at  the  11  o’clock  service  on 
Sunday  morning  from  Rom.  7.  24.  He 
urged  the  every-member  canvass  to  take 
place  in  March.  He  also  gave  us  plans  that, 

^  worked,  will  put  us  over  the  top  for  our 
World  Service  by  Easter.  We  feel  very  much 
encouraged  and  inspired  since  his  visit  to  us. 
--Dr.  L.  W.  Price,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Ina  A. 
Taper,  Reporter. 


After  the  pastor  had  read  the  Scripture  les¬ 
son  and  sentence  prayer  was  offered  by  all, 
the  Rev.  J.  A.  Batiste,  pastor,  introduced  the 
district  superintendent.  Dr.  Gilder  spent 
twenty  minutes  discussing  prayer  and  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  the  church  returning  to  its  first 
love.  At  the  close  of  his  message  he  called 
for  reports  from  the  various  churches  on  the 
circuit.  According  to  reports  brought  in  by 
the  officers,  the  work  of  the  Kingdom  Is  being 
weU  cared  for.  In  the  business  session,  Sat¬ 
urday  evening,  $36.78  was  raised.  Sunday 
morning,  the  Rev.  Gilder  preached  an  excel¬ 
lent  sermon.  Our  hearts  were  made  to  re¬ 
joice.  Dinner  was  then  served.  At  8.30 
P.  M.  a  general  mass  meeting  was  held. 
Short  talks  were  made  by  many.  Sunday 
night.  Dr.  Gilder  again  led  us  to  a  throne 
of  grace.  Three  accessions  followed.  We  are 
very  pleased  to  say  that  $184.91  was  raised 
during  this  quarter.  Monday  morning,  the 
Rev.  Batiste  took  Dr.  Gilder,  Bros.  Jas.  Dun¬ 
can,  R.  B.  Macy,  and '  Robert  Duncan  to 
Lufkin,  where  he  e:^lalned  to  them  that 
$14.60  was  needed  before  he  could  get  the 
deeds  for  our  property.  Dr.  Gilder  gave 
$8;  Bro.  Jas.  Duncan,  Bro.  R.  B.  Macy, 
$4,  and  Bro.  Robert  Duncan,  60  cents,  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  of  $14.60;  grand  total,  $169.41. 
Pray  for  our  success.— F.  K.  Flounoy,  Re¬ 
porter. 

JACKSON,  MISS. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  Central 
Methodist  Church  was  held  Monday,  Feb¬ 
ruary  21,  following  the  District  Stewards’ 
Council  held  in  the  morning.  District  Super¬ 
intendent  J.  S.  Williams  presided  with  in¬ 
terest  at  each  meeting.  These  meetings  were 
attended  in  large  numbers.  After  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Stewards’  Council  meeting,  the  members 
were  given  refreshments  by  the  Ladies’  Aid 
No.  1,  and  all  seemed  to  have  enjoyed  them¬ 
selves.  Later  in  the  evening  the  members 
of  the  Quarterly  Conference  assembled  with 
almost  a  100  per  cent  attendance  and  ready 
for  service.  After  the  prdiminary  remarks 
of  the  district  superintendent,  he  called  for 
reports,  and  to  these  the  members  responded 
beautifully.  The  class  leaders  were  called  by 
number  and  reported  without  hesitancy, 
$91.60.  The  stewards  gave  a  few  cents  over 
$9,  making  a  total  for  the  evening  of  about 
$100.60.  Superintendent  Williams  made  some 
remarks  by  way  of  complimenting  the  ac¬ 
tivity  of  the  Quarterly  Conference,  after 
which  the  Conference  adjourned.  At  this 
time  refreshments  were  prepared  by  the 
young  men  of  the  Conference,  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  served  at  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  building.  It 
wM  with  regret  that  Dr.  Williams  could  not 
join  us  there,  but  being  indisposed,  could 
not  do  so. — Dr.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  Jr.,  Pastor; 
Katie  Marie  Patton,  Reporter. 


Communion  Service  Outfits 

Individud,  the  present  day 
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prices.  Write  for  catalog. 
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BRIDGEVILLE,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  Bridge- 
ville  charge  convened  at  Little  Rock  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  February  19,  20, 
with  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Coleman,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  presiding.  After  some  timely  re- 
•^rks  the  meeting  was  called  to  order.  All 
officers  present  made  good  reports,  showing 
advancement  along  all  lines.  We  paid  the 
district  superintendent  in  full,  $27.  The 
Rev.  Coleman  preached  a  soul-stirring  ser- 
®on  at  11  A.  M.  and  8  P.  M.  We  are  proud 
of  our  pastor  and  district  superintendent. 
Iney  are  the  right  men  for  the  work.  We 
Pfay  God’s  blessing  upon  them. — The  Rev. 
8-  J.  Cooper,  Pastor;  Mrs.  S.  E.  Rice,  Re¬ 
porter. 

t  CORRIGAN,  TEXAS 

On  February  6,  6,  the  Corrigan  and  Lufkin 
fcult  met  at  Corrigan,  Texas,  Mt.  Vernon 
"^■'odist  Episcopal  Church,  with  Dr.  J.  W. 
Wider,  our  most  efficient  district  superin- 
wndent,  for  our  first  Quarterly  Conference. 
0  Saturday  we  had  our  business  session. 


LINCOLN,  NEBR. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference,  Newman 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  held 
February  18-20,  1927.  This  was  unquestion¬ 
ably  one  of  the  most  successful  Conferences 
in  the  history  of  Newman  Church,  both  spir¬ 
itually  and  financially. 

The  district  superintendent,  Dr.  B.  R. 
Booker,  was  on  the  grounds  in  the  morning 
of  the  first  day  and  was  busy  every  minute 
until  the  close,  Sunday  night.  When  he  was 
not  preaching  our  energetic  pastor,  the  Rev. 
S.  H.  Johnson,  had  him  going  here  and  there 
acquainting  him  with  the  spiritual,  financial, 
and  social  needs  of  the  church  and  commu¬ 
nity.  The  business  session  was  held  Sat¬ 
urday  evening,  in  which  the  pastor  and 
members  were  highly  commended  by  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  for  the  splendid  reports 
and  achievements. 

In  discussing  the  forward  program  of  the 
church,  better  organization  for  handling  the 
finances  of  the  local  church  was  effected.  It 
was  also  agreed  that  we  enter  into  a  revival 
service  beginning  forthwith  and  to  continue 
for  not  less  than  two  weeks.  The  district 
superintendent.  Dr.  B.  R.  Booker,  was  en¬ 
gaged  to  preach  on  this  occasion. 

The  Sunday  morning  service  began  with 
an  infant  baptism  (a  very  appropriate  be¬ 
ginning  for  a  full  day’s  work  for  the  Mas¬ 
ter).  The  pastor  delivered  the  message  for 
the  morning  worship  in  order  to  let  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  gather  strength  and 
energy  for  the  afternoon  and  evening  serv- 
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ices.  At  the  same  time  he  set  a  high  stand¬ 
ard  for  the  day,  below  which  the  district 
superintendent  could  not  afford  to  fall.  The 
pastor  and  audiences  were  satisfied  that  he 
measured  well  up  to  the  standard  set  and 
every  heart  was  stirred  and  revived. 

Immediately  following  the  sermon  in  the 
afternoon  there  was  a  general  class  and  tes¬ 
timonial  meeting,  in  which  every  one  pres¬ 
ent,  regardless  of  church  or  creed,  took  an 
active  part  (including  even  the  child  who 
was  baptized  in  the  morning).  The  sacra¬ 
ment  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered 
at  the  close  of  this  service. 

The  highest  point  in  the  Conference  was 
reached  at  the  Sunday  evening  service,  to¬ 
wards  which  all  had  been  eagerly  looking 
since  the  beginning  of  the  Conference,  and 
they  were  not  disappointed,  spiritually  nor 
otherwise.  After  the  district  superintendent 
had  preached  this  his  last  sermon  of  the 
Conference  (the  Parable  of  the  Good  Shep¬ 
herd),  which  will  be  long  remembered  by  his 
hearers,  the  various  clubs  and  auxiliaries 
made  their  financial  reports.  These  organi¬ 
zations  and  individuals  as  well  rallied  so 
gallantly  that  some  mention  of  their  efforts 
should  be  made  in  this  report.  We  mention 
first  that  not  only  did  the  members  of  Mt. 
Zion  Baptist  Church  and  the  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  contribute  liberally 
as  individuals,  but  they  made  contributions 
representing  their  churches  to  the  amount  of 
$3.26  and  ifo,  respectively.  Other  contribu¬ 
tions  and  collections  follows:  District  su¬ 
perintendent’s  cabinet,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Jones, 
president,  $27.60;  W.  H.  Fields,  district 
steward,  $9.70;  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society,  Anna  Hill,  president,  $7;  class  lead¬ 
ers,  $6  each;  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  Alma  Gib¬ 
son,  president,  $10;  junior  chair,  Mrs.  E.  D. 
Johnson,  director,  $3;  Sunday  school,  G.  B. 
Evans,  superintendent,  $8.  The  following 
list  includes  the  names  of  individuals  who 
contributed  from  fifty  cents  to  $2  each:  the 
Rev.  S.  H.  Johnson,  Dr.  B.  R.  Booker,  W. 
H.  Fields,  Alma  Gibson,  Anna  Hill,  M.  C. 
Todd,  G.  B.  Evans,  Elenora  O’Banion,  Mrs. 
E.  D.  Johnson,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Jones,  Wm.  Miller, 
Elenora  Evans,  J.  Stepney,  Miss  Cook,  Lillie 
Washington,  Priscilla  Ross,  J.  W.  Bedell, 
Guy  Wiley,  and  Mrs.  W.  Pierce.  The  rally 
netted  over  $100,  of  which  amount  the  district 
superintendent  was  paid  $86,  and  the  pastor 
$47. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  S.  H. 
Johnson,  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  alone  has 
raised  over  $160  during  the  first  and  second 
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l  the  parMnsn  reno-  leonTille;  the  Rev.  J,  Green,  of  Woodland; 
lecorated,  besides  male-  Mrs.  Harris,  and  Mrs.  Green  were  the  guests 
improvements  In  the  of  Calvar7.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  R. 
ries  are  doing  proper-  Hatcher  and  his  sister-ln-law,  Mrs.  Thomp- 
Rev.  S.  H.  Johnson,  son,  were  also  present  and  joined  in  with  the 
Reporter.  social  repast  Our  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev. 

ELD  r  A  T.  A.  Hampton,  Is  happy  over  his  people,  and 

,  ^  1  the  people  are  happy  to  have  him  as  their 

erly  Conference  con-  pastor.  He  Is  kind  to  us  and  83rmpathlses 
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Church,  Wednesday,  March  28.  The  pn 
dents  and  members  of  the  local  auxiliai 
are  requested  to  be  present  Sisters, 
time  is  drawing  near  for  our  annual  conv 
tion,  and  we  want  to  go  over  the  t<q).  1 
are  expecting  every  president  to  be  presi 
at  this  meeting  and  report. 

Our  Sunday  program  for  the  benefit  of  i 
district  wUl  be  held  at  Trinity  Chur 
March  27,  at  8.80  P.  M.  Let  us  ail  be  pr 
ent  and  make  this  one  of  the  best  progra 
that  we  have  had.— Mrs.  A.  Green,  Cor.  Sec 
Mrs.  L.  D.  Walker,  Dlst  Pres. 


quarterap  was  paid  in  full.  The  superin¬ 
tendent  brought  to  us  a  wonderful  message. 
We  are  proud  of  our  pastor  and  superin¬ 
tendent. — Mrs.  A.  B.  Brlsto,  Reporter. 

MONTGOMERY,  ALA.  ’ 

St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  We 
had  with  us,  February  18-20,  our  beloved  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  of  the  Montgomery  Dis¬ 
trict,  the  Rev.  P.  P.  Wright,  who  held  his 
first  Quarterly  Conference  on  Friday.  The 
work  showed  a  marked  improvement.  In 
spite  of  the  inclement  weather,  we  paid  the 
superintendent,  $12;  paid  pastor,  $51;  trus¬ 
tees  raised  and  paid  $68;  total  raised  in  the 
five  weeks  that  I  have  been  with  these  good 
people,  $188. — F.  J.  Jacobs,  Pastor. 

NEW  ROAD,  LA. 

St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb¬ 
ruary  20,  with  the  district  superintendent 
presiding.  ^  He  seemed  to  have  been  much 
pleased  with  the  wonderful  progress  the 
church  has  made  along  all  lines.  We  pledge 
to  make  this  the  greatest  year  in  the  history 
of  the  church.  The  services  on  Sunday  were 
a  delight  to  all  who  attended.  The  young 
life  of  the  church  is  in  full  bloom.  Young 
men  and  women  are  seeking  to  find  the  place 
in  the  church  and  various  aiudliaries  to  do 
service  for  God  and  humanity.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  the  Junior  Class  was  wide-awake.  The 
Learae  rendered  a  wonderful  program,  under 
the  direction  of  our  demonstrator.  Miss  Z.  A. 
Marquis,  who  manifests  so  much  interest  in 
the  Sunday  school.  Collection  for  the  day 
was  $20.69.  The  district  superintendent  was 
paid  in  full.  We  are  proud  of  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  C.  Daughtry.— Mrs.  Lillie  Anderson, 
Reporter. 

OXFORD,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Burns  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Fri¬ 
day  night,  January  21,  with  Jhe  Rev.  A.  G. 
Cole,  district  superintendent,  presiding.  All 
oflScers  were  present  and  listened  with  in¬ 
terest  as  the  new  district  superintendent  out¬ 
lined  his  plans  for  the  year.  The  World 
Service,  Evangelism,  Rust  College,  and  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  were  em¬ 
phasised.  The  Rev.  Cole  paid  high  tribute 
to  Dr.  W.  N.  Redmon,  who  for  six  years  had 
led  the  Holly  Springs  District  successfully. 
All  oflScers  pledged  themselves  to  put  over  a 
great  program.  As  a  representative  of  the 
churchy  Prof.  S.  W.  Rogers  made  a  wonder- 
ful  address  on  the  program  of  the  general 
church.  In  connection  with  the  Cnnferenr,* 
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My  Pastor 
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THE  BIBLE 

HIS  book  contains  the  mind  of  God,  the  state  of 
man,  the  way  of  salvation,  the  doom  of  sinners, 
and  the  happiness  of  believers.  Its  doctrines 
are  holy,  its  precepts  are  binding,  its  histories  are  true, 
and  its  decisions  are  iminutable.  Read  it  to  be  wise, 
believe  in  it  to  be  safe,  and  practice  it  to  be  holy.  It 
contains  light  to  direct  you,  food  to  support  you,  and 
comfort  to  cheer  you.  It  is  the  traveler’s  map,  the  pil¬ 
grim  s  staff,  the  pilot  s  compass,  the  soldier’s  sword, 
and  the  Christian’s  character.  Here  paradise  is  re¬ 
stored,  heaven  opened,  and  the  gates  of  hell  disclosed. 
Christ  is  its  grand  object,  our  good  its  design,  and  the 
glory  of  God  its  end.  It  should  fill  the  memory,  rule 
the  heart,  and  guide  the  feet.  It  is  a  mine  of  wealth,  a 
paradise  of  glory,  and  a  river  of  pleasure.  It  is  given 
you  in- life,  \yill  be  opened  in  the  judgment,  and  will  be 
remembered  forever.  It  involves  the  highest  responsi¬ 
bilities,  will  reward  the  greatest  labor,  and  will  con¬ 
demn  all  who  trifle  with  its  sacred  contents. 

— Author  Unknown, 
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Personal  and  General 


— Colombia,  S.  recently  haa  appropriated 
980,000  for  enlarj^g  and  otherwise  improv* 
ing  the  Booker  T.  Washington  School  for 
Colored  Children  in  that  city. 

Bishop  Richardson  has  been  assigned  to 
hold  the  Lexington  Conference  instead  of 
Bkhop  Nicholson.  The  time  and  place  of 
meeting  remain  the  same. 


—There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  General 
Conference  Commission  on  Social  Service  Ac¬ 
tivities  on  Wednesday,  March  80,  at  10  A.  M., 
in  Room  800,  Methodist  Book  Concern  Build¬ 
ing,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City. 

— The  baccalaureate  sermon  of  Douglas 
High  School,  Huntington,  West  Virginia, 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Jenkins, 
our  pastor  of  Ebenezer  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  during  the  week  of  the  mid-year 
commencement  exercises  in  January. 

—Bishop  McDowell  preached  on  Sunday 
morning,  February  20,  in  Ponce  de  Leon 
Methodist  flpiscopal  Church  to  an  audience 
that  packed  the  auditorium.  He  also  ad¬ 
dressed  a  meeting  to  all  the  Atlanta  min¬ 
isters  of  all  denominations,  in  the  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  to  which  he  made  a  powerful 
spiritual  appeal,  and  from  which  he  elicited 
a  hearty  response. 


membership  on  the  Maryland  State  Inter¬ 
racial  Commission.  The  commission’s  1927 
report  deals  in  an  intelligent  and  straightfor¬ 
ward  manner  with  those  phases  of  public  life 
that  are  a  source  of  irritation  between  the 
two  groups  of  colored  and  white  population 
in  the  State.  It  points  out  the  evil  and  names 
the  remedy  for  it.  The  report  is  comprehen¬ 
sive,  conservative,  and  convincing.  Through 
it  breathes  the  spirit  of  mutual  respect  and 
concession,  all  of  which  points  to  a  better 
state  of  affairs  being  ushered  in  in  Maryland. 


President  J.  O.  Spencer,  of  Morgan  College, 
and  Dr.^  A.  J .  Mitchell,  one  of  the  Held  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  church,  are  honored  with 


— In  more  than  one  way  the  influence  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  though  not  spectacular,  is  being 
felt  in  building  society  Into  a  better  whole. 
Senior  secretary  C.  H.  Tobias,  of  the  Colored 
Work  Department,  points  out  that  five  presi¬ 
dents  of  as  many  higher  educational  institu¬ 
tions  of  learning  for  colored  people  have  come 
from  secretary^ps  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Each 
of  them  is  personally  known  to  this  editor, 
and  he  takes  pleasure  in  attesting  the  sterling 
ability  and  strength  of  character  and  leader- 
ship  qualities  of  each  of  the  five.  It  is  a 
galaxy  of  which  the  race  can  be  justly  proud, 
since  they  will  direct  the  youth  aright.  They 
are  Presidents  Mordecai  Johnson,  of  Howard 
University;  David  Jones,  of  the  Woman’s  Col¬ 
lege,  Greensboro,  N.  C.;  W.  Trent,  Living¬ 
stone  College,  Salisbury,  N.  C.;  John  B.  Wat¬ 
son,  Leland  College,  Baker,  La.;  and  John 
W.  Davis,  State  College,  Charleston,  W.  Va. 


South  Florida  Annual  Conference 

Proceedings 


By  the  Rev.  W.  O.  Bartley,  D.D. 


The  third  annual  session  of  the  South 
Florida  Conference  convened  at  Mt. 
Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Clear¬ 
water,  Fla.,  February  8-6,  1927.  The  session 
was  opened  by  Bishop  Joseph  F.  Berry,  D.D., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  He  conducted  the  devo¬ 
tional  service,  concluding  with  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  holy  communion.  Upward  of 
one  hundred  pastors  and  laymen  partook  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper.  The  bishop  was  assisted 
In  this  part  of  the  service  by  the  pastor  of 
Uie  church.  Rev.  A.  L.  Jackson,  and  the  two 
district  superintendents.  Drs.  J.  S.  Todd  and 
J.  A.  Simpson. 

At  the  close  of  this  sacred  service  the 
bishop  ordered  the  former  secretary.  Dr.  W. 
P.  Pickens,  to  call  the  roll.  Practically  all 
the  pastors  answered  to  their  names.  Then 
followed  the  organization  of  the  Conference. 
The  following  were  elected  officers:  Dr.  W. 
P.  Pickens,  secretary;  Drs.  A.  J.  Coulter 
and  N.  J.  Curington,  assistant  secretaries; 
Dr.  S.  P .  Rutlege,  statistical  secretary ;  Rev. 
Harry  Burney,  assistant  statistician;  Dr. 
John  W.  Wesley,  treasurer;  Drs.  J.  W.  Moul¬ 
trie  and  D.  W.  Demps,  assistant  treasurers; 
Dr.  A.  L.  Jackson,  postmaster;  Dr.  W.  R. 
Strahens,  reporter  to  the  State  local  papers; 
and  W.  O.  Bartley,  reported  to  the  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate. 


At  the  completion  of  the  organization,  we 
were  favored  with  a  wonderful  address  by 
'Dr.  Douglass,  of  Cincinnati.  Then  followed 
the  introduction  of  quite  a  number  of  vis¬ 
itors.  Among  the  number  were  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Dr,  and  Mrs.  Mozier,  of  New  York;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hall,  Dr.  McAllister,  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.;  Dr.  D.  S.  Selmore,  superintendent 
of  the  Gainesville  District;  Dr.  H.  W.  Bart¬ 
ley,  superintendent  of  the  Jacksonville  Dis¬ 
trict;  Rev.  J.  W.  Robinson,  Dr.  Scott  Bart¬ 
ley,  Dr.  Dudley,  Dr.  McLain,  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Bethune,  Dr.  A.  R.  Howard,  Dr.  S.  B.  Wil¬ 
son,  Mrs.  Dudley,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Thompson, 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Bell,  Mrs.  S.  P.  Rutlege,  Mrs. 
McCloud,  and  Mrs.  Goodwine. 

The  welcome  addresses  delivered  by  the 
following  named  were  on  a  high  order,  and 
caused  us  to  feel  that  we  were  at  home  in 


Clearwater.  On  behalf  of  the  city  of  Clear¬ 
water,  Hon.  H.  H.  Baskin;  on  behalf  of  the 
colored  churches.  Dr.  H.  B.  Barkley;  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  white  churches.  Dr.  E.  O.  Heath; 
on  behalf  of  the  public  schools,  Hon,  R.  S. 
Blanton.  Remarks  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Davis.  A 
masterly  response  to  all  of  the  above  ad¬ 
dresses  was  delivered  by  Dr.  W.  P.  Pickens, 
the  model  pastor  of  Mount  Pleasant  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Bradenton,  Fla. 
Last,  but  not  least,  our  honored  Bishop  J. 
F.  Berry  took  the  opportunity  of  heartily 
responding  in  a  way  that  will  ever  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  those  who  heard  him. 

The  annual  reports  rendered  by  the  two 
district  superintendents  showed  that  great 
efforts  on  the  part  of  each  of  them  to  put 
their  big  tasks  over,  had  been  made,  and 
that  success  had  been  their  reward.  Too 
much  cannot  be  said  of  their  wonderful  re¬ 
ports.  While  the  Atlantic  District  had  been 
badlv  handicapped  by  a  destructive  tornado, 
which  swept  away  many  homes,  and  thus  left 
hundreds  of  our  members  homeless,  such  ac¬ 
counted  for  the  shortage  in  their  general  re¬ 
port  to  the  World  Service  and  other  causes. 
While  some  parts  of  the  Gulf  District  were 
struck  slightly  by  the  said  tornado,  yet  she 
managed  to  hold  her  place,  and  more  than 
that,  made  some  increase. 


Great  addresses  were  delivered  by  the  sev¬ 
eral  representatives.  Dr.  A.  R.  Howard,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Charleston  District,  Soutli 
Carolina  Conference,  ably  represented  the 
Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief.  He  will  al¬ 
ways  be  a  welcome  visitor  to  all  the  Florida 
Conferences.  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Bethune,  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Bethune-Cookman  Collegiate  In¬ 
stitute,  in  her  wonderful  addresses  and  in  her 
usual  way  swayed  the  crowd  at  will  in  pre¬ 
senting  the  claims  of  said  institution  and 
the  need  of  education.  She  is  in  a  class  by 
herself.  Dr.  Douglass,  of  Cincinnati,  who 
represented  the  Book  Concern,  delivered  sev¬ 
eral  able  addresses.  He  proved  to  be  the 
right  man  to  collect  book  accounts.  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Allister,  who  represented  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate,  in  his  convincing  argu¬ 
ments  regarding  the  need  of  that  paper  in 


every  home,  had  its  effect.  And  this  was 
shown  in  the  several  subscribers  that  he 
gained.  Several  great  sermons  were  delivered 
during  the  week  oy  the  following:  Dr.  E.  Li 
Davis,  of  the  West  Ohio  Conference;  Dr.  M 
P.  Rutlege,  of  Orlando;  Dr.  W.  T.  Collier, 
of  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.  Dr.  J.  W.  Moultrie, 
of  Daytona  Beach,  delivered  several  helpful 
addresses.  The  Conferences  of  Florida  are 
greatly  helped  by  having  such  a  man  of  the 
hour  as  Dr.  Moultrie.  Dr.  Shumate,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Tampa  District  of  the 
St.  Johns  River  Conference,  was  also  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  Conference.  He  also  assisted  in 
the  ordination  of  deacons  and  elders  on  Sun¬ 
day.  The  Rev.  Albert  Stone  and  the  Rev. 
Fletcher  were  received  on  trial.  The  Rev. 
C.  G.  Gissentanner,  was  received  into  full 
membership. 

The  pastor,  together  with  the  district  su¬ 
perintendents,  anticipating  the  great  host  of 
people  who  were  expected  on  Sunday  to  hear 
the  bishop’s  sermon,  thought  it  best  to  resort 
to  a  ^acious  building  for  the  Sunday  serv¬ 
ice.  Pastor  A.  L.  Jackson  assisted  in  se¬ 
curing  the  Court  House  for  the  Sunday 
morning  service.  It  was  indeed  a  great  day. 
The  love  feast,  conducted  by 'the  Revs.  A. 
W.  Williams  and  E.  W.  Garrison,  was  indeed 
a  great  feast.  Bishop  Berry  chose  for  his 
text  St.  John  6.  68.  His  sermon  was  so 
powerful  that  for  a  while  the  hearers  just 
could  not  hold  their  peace.  We  felt  as  if 
we  were  on  the  mountain  with  our  heavenly 
Master.  Many  persons  expressed  themselves 
by  saying  that  they  felt  that  they  would  never  a 
have  the  precious  opportunity  of  hearingl| 
Bishop  Berry  again  in  this  life.  His  last  re¬ 
marks  after  his  sermon  was  ended,  were  that 
he  expected  soon  to  be  retired.  But  after 
retiring,  he  is  expecting  to  spend  a  part  of 
his  time  in  Florida.  If  so,  we  will,  if  life 
lasts,  hear  him  again. 

The  following  were  ordained  deacons: 
Clifford  G.  Gissentanner,  Duncan  McCoy,  and 
Fred  Robinson.  The  Rev.  N.  J.  Cherring- 
ton,  S.T.D.,  was  ordained  an  elder.  The 
writer  was  appointed  by  the  bishop  to  preside 
on  Sunday  ahernoon.  The  new  presiding 
officer  selected  the  Rev.  S.  P.  Rutlege,  of  Or¬ 
lando,  as  the  speaker  for  the  afternoon.  He 
delivered  a  wonderful  sermon.  While  our 
Conference  was  in  session,  the  sad  news  was 
received  o^he  illness  of  our  resident  bishop’s 
daughter.  TSuch  came  to  us  as  a  shock.  The 
Conference  voted  that  a  wire  of  sympathy 
be  sent  to  our  dear  Bishop  Richardson. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  splendid 
way  in  which  the  pastor  and  people  of  Clear¬ 
water  entertained  the  Conference.  Several 
resolutions  were  read  touching  many  things 
regarding  the  Conference.  The  closing  ser¬ 
mon  of  the  Conference  was  preached  by  the 
writer.  This  brought  to  a  close  one  among 
the  greatest  Conference  sessions  ever  held  in^ 
the  State  among  colored  Conferences.  We^ 
closed,  to  meet  next  year  at  Daytona  Beach, 
Fla. 
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Crime  and  the  Pistol 


CASTING  about  for  an  effective  corrective  of  the 
pronounced  crime  wave  in  Pennsylvania,  author¬ 
ities  there  have  wisely  applied  themselves  to  a  care¬ 
ful  study  of  the  causes  of  crime.  It  is,  they  say,  the 
deadly  pistol,  and  they  have  proposed  to  stop  the  traffic 
in  firearms.  Already  there  is  on  the  statute  books  a 
firearms  act,  but  this  is  old  and  lacking  in  teeth.  At  the 
next  session  of  the  State  legislature  they  propose  a  new, 
more  drastic  and  effective  law  to  ban  the  unrestricted 
sale  of  these  deadly  weapons. 

Happily  for  such  proposal,  there  is  a  growing  volume 
of  public  sentiment  throughout  the  State.  The  proposed 
legislation  is  sponsored  by  the  Associated  Pawnbrokers 
of  Pennsylvania.  In  Philadelphia  the  Pawnbrokers’  As¬ 
sociation’s  membership  includes  ninety-five  per  cent  of  the 
pawnbrokers,  all  of  whom  are  co-operating,  many  of  them 
already  refusing  to  display,  sell,  or  accept  any  weapon 
for  pledge.  In  other  cities  it  is  likewise  favored.  In  this 
attitude  of  the  dealers  a  blow  will  be  struck  at  the  main 
source  of  uncontrolled  supply. 

A  flawless  law  is  probable,  inasmuch  as  the  measure 
proposed  has  been  drawn  by  the  District  Attorneys’  As¬ 
sociation  of  the  State.  In  substance,  it  would  greatly 
increase  the  penalty  for  carrying  weapons  concealed  on 
the  person  or  in  an  automobile ;  would  provide  registra¬ 
tion  and  regulation  of  sale,  and  careful  licensing  of  any 
whose  business  required  or  entitled  weapon  carrying. 

Such  legislation  has  previously  found  obstruction  at 
the  contention  of  rural  communities  in  the  interest  of 
larger  hunting  privileges,  which  they  saw  would  be  cur¬ 
tailed  thereby.  It  now  appears  that  this  element  of  the 
population  has  been  won  over,  seeing  the  increasing  dan¬ 
ger  to  the  whole  State,  urban  and  rural  communities, 
through  the  onward-sweeping  crime  wave  of  the  State. 

Not  only  Pennsylvania  needs  such  legislation,  but  the 
whole  country  does.  Why  should  there  be  legalized  traffic 
in  firearms,  unrestricted,  any  more  than  in  the  outlawed 
traffic  of  strong  drink.?  Both  traffics  are  of  so  deadly 
a  nature  as  to  demand  the  strictest  legislation  and  ma¬ 
chinery  for  their  social  control.  The  population  of  this 
country  should  not  longer  be  permitted  unrestricted  pur¬ 
chase  and  use  of  deadly  firearms.  Verily,  this  “liberty” 
IS  one  of  the  most  fruitful  sources  of  crime  of  the  present 
day,  and  its  prompt  and  effective  regulation  is  one  of  the 
most  urgent  duties  of  the  State. 

But  in  the  inequalities  of  the  civic  conditions  that 


characterize  our  body  politic  such  legislation,  if  it  should 
become  general,  would  likewise  carry  with  it  seeds  of  dan¬ 
ger  for  certain  classes.  The  unpnvileged  poor  classes, 
the  socially  influential,  the  political  camp  followers  would 
be  distressed  by  their  disadvantage  in  not  being  able  to 
procure  these  weapons,  even  when  needed,  while  the  pow¬ 
erful,  the  political  ringsters,  the  bootleggers’  brood  in 
firearms  would  likely  get  by. 

Of  course,  the  first,  last,  and  most  disadvantaged 
would  be  the  black  man.  With  a  dominant  group  utilizing 
every  advantage — every  social  agency  and  every  inter¬ 
pretation  of  law  in  order  to  enhance  its  social  and  civic 
pre-eminence — as  over  against  the  welfare  of  the  handi¬ 
capped  group,  it  could  but  be  expected  that  one  of  the 
first  effects  or  uses  made  of  the  law,  if  enacted,  would 
be  to  make  it  impossible  for  a  Negro  to  possess  a  weapon  j 
while  there  would  be  a  thousand  and  one  loopholes 
through  which  it  would  be  possible  for  any  other  citizen 
in  the  community  to  own  and  carry  his  weapon  “in  in¬ 
terest  of  general  peace  and  protection.”  There  would 
not  be  left  in  the  community  enough  sense  of  social  jus¬ 
tice  to  insure  otherwise. 

Who  does  not  recall  that  in  every  racial  clash  in 
this  country  the  authorities,  civil  and  military,  have  in¬ 
variably  been  most  alert  and  resolute  to  see  that  every 
Nepo  in  the  neighborhood,  in  the  city,  was  disarmed — 
deliberately,  methodically,  religiously,  even  if  brutally 
and  surreptitiously,  disarmed  of  every  semblance  of  a 
weapon ;  and  whites  by  the  thousands  were  left  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  their  weapons  and  free  to  terrorize  and  butcher 
the  helpless  Negroes  until  their  bloodthirst  has  been  sati¬ 
ated  on  the  defenseless,  unoffending  Negroes? 

Such  a  law,  we  repeat,  is  a  good  law  manifestly,  if  it 
could  be  impartially  administered,  discommoding  white 
and  black  criminals  alike;  and  such  a  law  would  likely 
be  justly  administered  in  Pennsylvania.  But  it  would 
be  dangerous  and  disastrous  to  the  Negro  in  the  South, 
until  there  shall  have  been  developed  in  the  South  such  a 
strong,  active  public  opinion  as  will  demand  in  judicial 
administration  even-handed  and  equal  justice  for  black 
men  and  white  men,  and  circumspect  conduct  for  white 
as  well  as  for  black.  May  the  day  of  such  a  righteous 
civic  conscience  in  the  South  be  speedily  ushered  in  so  that 
the  nation  may  be  reinforced  alike  by  every  section  of 
our  proud  domain  in  an  honest  effort  to  reduce  crime  as 
well  as  to  prevent  it. 


.F 


Need  Our  Religion  Have  Fears? 


Far  from  being  loser,  as  some  have  lugubriously 
prophesied  that  it  would  be  in  its  passage  through 
the  fires  of  skepticism  and  criticism  so  prevalent 
in  the  present  age,  the  Christian  religion  with  its  essential 
postulates  and  values  seems  to  be  gaining  definite  head¬ 
way.  We  have  never  thought  that  the  religion  of  Jesus 


would  ever  be  without  adequate  sanctions  in  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  m^n.  Christian  evidences  are  abundant  and,  if 
given  time,  will  be  shown  to  be  incontrovertible. 

Nor  are  these  evidences  to  be  found  merely  in  the 
zone  of  the  “revelation”  as  conceived  in  terms  of  the  old 
formal  theologies.  The  whole  body  of  knowledge,  in- 
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non  oi  spintual  truth  and  making  more  certain  reason-  cannot  cease  to  bt 

able  and  trustworthy  the  facts  of  religious  experience.  “This  thing _ s 

Timid  and  fearful  souls  in  the  past  have  suspected  exception.  In  son 
and  assumed  toward  the  investigations  and  findings  of  too  must  possess  c« 
science  a  belligerent,  often  inimical,  attitude.  Such  an  conclusion  is  inevit 
attitude  may  have  its  justification  toward  certain  ma-  Since  science  is 
terial,  mechanistic  systems  of  science,  so-called.  But  it  coming  to  the  staj 
is  the  wise  course  of  religion  to  keep  open  window  for  former  is  acquired 
whatever  dove  of  quest  science  may  send  out,  for  when  and  God-given.  1 
it  returns  to  the  ark,  whatever  of  truth  is  brought  back  the  latter  is  co-exii 
will  be  a  requisite  part  of  the  wisdom  which  is  necessary  religion,  but  for  thi 
to  assist  man  in  the  adjustment  properly  to  the  world  science  joins  the  g 
of  spiritual  life.  No  truth  is  detrimental  to  any  other  cession  of  the  beli( 
truth.  In  fact,  all  truth  is  one  universal  reality.  What-  they  have  believed 
ever  truth  science  unearths  by  its  methods  is  an  integral  keep  that  which  th 
part  of  what  we  style  “religious  truth.”  that  day.” 

A  well-known  postulate  of  science  is  that  no  matter 
in  the  universe  is  lost.  There  is  only  change  of  form  of  ,  present 

that  which  we  call  matter.  The  cycle  is  from  matter  religioi 

to  energy  and  thence  back  to  matter.  Orthodox  science  ° 
now  afilrms  the  soul’s  existence,  using  its  own  methods,  of  a  mirag 

thus  corroborating  the  claims  of  revelation  during  the  which  is  not, 

centuries  as  these  claims  have  found  their  satisfying  evi-  ®®^ception  of  a  mo: 
dences  in  religious  experience.  Speaking  for  this  view,  universe 

Prof.  H.  D.  Curtis  said  the  other  day  before  the  American  have  not  s 

Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  since  there 

is  perfect  conservation  of  all  matter  and  energy  in  the  Jesus  spei 

universe,  “Are  we  alone  annihilated?”  Man  is  undoubt- 

edly  a  creative  spirit.  Since  there  is  a  principle  of  con-  ,  standing  wh 

tinuity  in  the  universe,  “I  believe  man  possesses  it.”  Con-  ^sciplii 

tinuing,  the  distinguished  scientist  said:  ploded  and  junked 

under  the  correcti\ 

“There  seems  at  present  to  be  a  gap  between  the  outer  Together  with  true 
universe  and  that  of  the  atom.  Personally  I  am  ready  tinue  to  “Exert  all  c 
to  admit  another  gap  between  the  world  of  matter  and  for  the  faith ;  to  lay 
that  of  spirit,  with  energy,  matter,  space,  and  time  con-  we  were  called,  when 
tinuing,  with  nothing  lost.  Are  we  ourselves  the  only  witnesses.”  Let  the: 
manifestation  that  comes  to  an  end,  stops,  ceases,  is  anni-  gation  and  establisl 


Pan- African  Congress 


tne  roiirtn' jfanrAjncan  acknowledged  and  strengthened  by  its  endorsement  on 
in  New  York  City  this  part  of  infiuential  groups  and  individuals  in  our  national 
IS  of  The  Circle  for  Peace  life.  College  fraternities  and  sororities  have  endorsed  and 

made  to  it  substantial  appropriations;  and  besides  the 
vhich  has  now  become  a  National  Association  of  College  Women,  President  Cool- 
[fare  of  the  darker  races  idge,  through  his  secretary,  extends  to  the  movement  his 
races,  there  is  a  gradual  wishes  for  its  success. 

of  intelligent  and  favor-  Ample  information  will  be  found  in  bulletins  issued 
looming  big  upon  the  by  The  Circle  for  Peace  at  their  headquarters.  Room  688, 
of  social  aflFairs  as  one  Bible  House,  Astor  Place,  New  York,  and  from  invita- 
to  make  a  splendid  con-  tions  to  the  congress  which  will  be  sent  out  to  the  leading 
d  co-operation  for  better  colored  groups  of  the  world. 

Epected  that  there  shall  All  who  keep  abreast  of  international  thinking,  who 
st  generous  support  of  realize  the  necessity  of  group  unity  in  thought  and  action 
ations  and  leading  in-  in  order  to  effect  the  best  solution  possible  for  the  world’s 

acute  interracial  problems,  will  follow  the  work  of  the 
>f  the  Pan-African  Con-  Pan- African  Congress  with  active  interest  and  give  to  it 
ial  institution.  That  is  the  wide  support  it  deserves. 


March  24,  1927 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


225 


4 


Contributed  Editorial 


Vicarious  Living 


IT  IS  one  of  the  principal  ironies  of  our  advancing 
mechanical  and  industrial  civilization  that  the  more 
aids  to  life  we  invent  and  produce,  the  less  life  we 
have.  No  characteristic  of  our  time  is  more  striking 
than  the  vast  increase  in  vicarious  living,  that  is,  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  things  we  allow  someone  else 
to  do  for  us.  With  every  year  we  resign  into  the  hands 
of  others  more  and  more  things  which  we  used  to  do  for 
ourselves.  The  radio  is  a  striking  illustration  of  this. 
We  not  only  take  our  music  vicariously  but  we  can  take 
our  home  runs  and  our  sermons  in  the  same  way.  More 
and  more  we  can  substitute  button-pressing  for  any  exer¬ 
tion,  either  muscular  or  mental.  But  as  the  array  of 
labor-saving  buttons  increases,  many  are  beginning  to 
look  back  enviously  at  their  grandparents,  who  had  the 
thrill  of  doing  something  for  themselves  occasionally. 
Our  walking  is  now  done  for  us  for  the  most  part  by 
Henbt  Foed,  or  the  obliging  Dodge  Bbothees,  or  if  we 
wish  to  walk  a  little  faster,  by  Mr.  Cheyslee. 

•  As  far  as  the  development  which  comes  with  sharing  in 
creative  activity  is  concerned,  a  vast  number  of  people  are 
getting  less  and  less  of  it.  They  are  becoming  nonentities 
on  the  grand  stand.  The  result  is  that  life  in  this  increas- 
ingly  miraculous  wonderland  tends  to  become  thinner  and 
thinner.  The  recent  introduction  of  the  vitaphone  is  an¬ 
other  step  in  the  process.  We  will  soon  have  spoken 
dramas  coming  out  of  the  machine.  When  in  a  few  years 
will  be  added  the  predicted  wonder  of  tele-vision,  by 
which  we  can  sit  in  our  armchairs  and  actually  watch 
performances  a  thousand  miles  away,  multitudes  will  just 
resign  themselves  to  sitting.  What  with  convenient 
agencies  for  doing  our  thinking  and  choosing,  like  “Book 
of  the  month”  clubs,  we  are  being  prepared  for  the  role 
of  mechanical  dolls. 

But  while  too  great  an  increase  in  this  kind  of  vi¬ 
carious  living  has  been  going  on,  there  is  another  kind  of  t 
vicarious  living  which  is  not  being  overdo'ne  by  any  ' 
means.  The  second  kind  does  not  consist  in  letting  others  . 
do  things  for  us,  but  of  ourselves  so  entering  into  the 
^needs  and  experiences  of  other  lives  that  we  take  upon 
ourselves  some  of  their  burdens  and  experiences.  It  is 
that  kind  of  living,  supremely  exemplified  in  Jesus,  which 
is  the  “life  indeed”  in  the  New  Testament  sense.  That 
kind  of  vicarious  living  does  not  mean  the  dwarfing  of  life 
by  the  withdrawal  from  activity;  it  means  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  and  deepening  of  life  by  participation.  It  means 
giving  ourselves  in  a  real  way  as  a  ransom  for  many. 

One  of  the  finest  opportunities  of  Lent  is  that  it  may 
lead  us  into  more  vicarious  living  in  the  high  New  Testa¬ 
ment  sense  of  investing  our  lives  for  the  redemption  of 
others,  so  that  through  us,  as  the  disciples  of  our  Master, 
they  may  have  a  more  abundant  life. 


cision  that  Mr.  Doheny’s  acquisition  of  the  oil  lands  at 
Elk  Hills  was  tainted  with  corruption  is  not  recorded. 
But  there  is  no  doubt  what  the  majority  of  the  people  itt 
the  country  felt.  The  Supreme  Court  decision  iJiat  the 
whole  transaction  was  “corrupt”  restores  the  self-respect 
of  the  United  States.  It  does  not,  of  course,  erase  the 
part  played  by  the  sordid  revelry  and  fraud  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  nor  does  it  remove  the  dirty,  ugly  smear  of  crude 
oil  on  the  fair  name  of  our  country.  But,  at  least,  thia 
Supreme  Court  decision  does  say  to  conspirators  preying 
upon  the  government,  “You  can't  get  away  with  it!" 

The  Elk  Hill  oil  lands  are  to  be  returned  to  the  United 
States  and  the  Doheny  companies  lose  $11,000,000, 
which  they  invested  in  the  bargain,  since  the  whole 
transaction  is  now  branded  as  fraudulent  by  the  highest 
tribunal  in  the  land.  This  decision  comes  at  a  very  crit¬ 
ical  time  in  our  relations  with  Mexico  and  the  inquiry 
raised  by  the  New  York  W^orld  in  this  connection  cannot 
be  overlooked.  It  points  out  that  the  Doheny  companiea 
produce  about  fifty  per  cent  of  the  oil  produced  in  Mex¬ 
ico,  according  to  the  United  States  government  figures.. 
The  Mexican  government  charges  that  these  Doheny 
titles  are  tainted  with  fraud.  The  ^^orld  says  very  per¬ 
tinently,  “It  would  be  indeed  a  spectacle  if  the  United 
States  government,  having  recovered  its  property  which 
was  taken  by  fraud,  should  turn  around  and  insist  at  the 
risk  of  a  rupture  in  diplomatic  relations  that  everything 
this  same  Doheny  acquired  in  Mexico  was  sacred  and  in¬ 
violable.”  Our  government  cannot  now  afford  to  take  the 
'position  that  it  will  defend  the  Doheny  oil  titles  in  Mexico 
without  inquiry  as  to  their  character. 


If  Not  a  Protectorate — What? 


The  Curtain  Goes  Down 


WHEN  a  jury  in  a  criminal  court  in  Washington 
last  December  acquitted  Mr.  Edwaed  L.  Do- 
HENY  and  Albeet  B.  Fall  on  the  charge  of 
^bribery,  Mr.  Doheny  said  with  pious  unction:  “The  out¬ 
come  in  Washington  merely  emphasizes  the  faith  I  have 
always  had  in  courts.”  What  Mr.  Doheny  said  when  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  handed  down  its  de¬ 


The  news  that  the  State  Department  has  rejected 
mthout  consideration  the  offer  of  the  Diaz  faction 
in  Nicaragua  to  have  the  United  States  establish 
a  protectorate  over  that  country,  is  very  gratifying. 

It  is  inconceivable  that  any  course  other  than  rejec- 
tion  of  that  proposal  could  have  been  taken.  Certainly 
such  a  protectorate  could  not  have  been  successfully  de¬ 
fended  before  the  country.  It  would  be  too  preposterous, 
a  plunge  into  barefaced  imperialism.  Now  that  that  pro¬ 
posal  is  safely  out  of  the  way,  the  question  does  remain,. 
“Just  what  is  the  State  Department  trying  to  do  in 
Nicaragua?”  There  are  now  over  4,600  United  States 
marines  in  Nicaragua,  and  the  testimony  given  beforo 
the  Senate  Foreign  Affairs  Committee,  just  made  public 
on  March  10,  undeniably  shows  how  valuable  the  marines, 
have  been  in  deciding  the  military  argument  in  favor 
of  Diaz. 

IVhat  are  we  about  in  Nicaragua  now  and  how  much 
longer  are  we  going  to  be  about  it?  An  acute  attack  of 
candor  in  regard  to  this  question  would  undoubtedly 
strengthen  the  State  Department  in  the  eyes  of  the 
country. 

Larynx 

The  high  priest  of  the  Behaviorist  school  of  psy¬ 
chology,  Dr.  John  B.  Watson,  says  that  “Think¬ 
ing  is  a  result  of  movements  of  the  larynx.”  But 
that  “larynx”  is  a  little  hard  to  swaUow.  For  we  have 
seen  too  many  movements  of  the  larynx  that  were  not 
accompanied  by  any  thinking  at  all!  L. 
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The  Prodigal  Church  ^ 

III.  Shall  We  Cultivate  the  Spiritual  Life  or  Static  Morality? 


By  Samuel  W.  Grafflin 

BtUffUms  Work  Director,  Weet  Side  T,  M.  O.  A. 


**  T  F  YOU  haven’t  got  enough  religion  to  ki 
1  wouldn’t  miss  it  if  you  lost  it.”  So  s 
Brown  long  years  ago. 

In  the  preceding  chapters  we  have  empli 
importance  of  very  early  child-training  as  ma 
of  the  reclamation  effort  of  the  church  unnece 
this  article  we  shall  deal  with  the  Lost  Coin,  or 
ually  dead  youth  that  remains  nominally  ^ 
church.  It  has  a  static  morality,  and  yet  never  knows 
the  power  of  God’s  grace  and  Spirit  in  sufficient  degree 
to  have  either  joy  or  interest  in  the  real  work  of  the 
Kingdom. 

The  difficulty  with  us  in  dealing  with  much  of  our 
young  life  in  the  church  is  that  we  have  mistaken  an  ab¬ 
sence  of  vice  for  the  presence  of  virtue.  There  isn’t  a 
church  in  Christendom  that  has  not  a  few  of  these  choice 
moralists  within  its  portals — “Such  nice  people 
dress  well!  They  are  not  profane!  They  do  not  dis 
gust  their  families  or  bring  the  church  into  disrepute 
But  they  know  no  more  of  the  true  baptism  of  God’s 
Holy  Spirit  on  their  lives  than  if  they  were  actually  dead. 

People  Who  Are  So  “Safe” 

The  mere  suggestion  that  we 
a  broom,  spiritually  speaking,  and  begii 
perfectly  fine  moral  people  to  a 
sus  Christ  seems  < preposterous.  “ 

cipal  of  the  high  school !  He  passes  the  plate  every 
Sunday!  He  belongs  to  both  of  the  auxiliaries  and  is 
interested  in  almost  everything  about  the  church !”  Now 
go  back  over  the  life  of  that  man  and  you  will  find  that 
he  was  a  “mama’s  boy,”  grew  up  in  the  Sunday  school, 
brought  in  his  penny  or  nickel,  learned  his  little  songs, 
spoke  his  pieces  on  Children’s  Day,  and  actually  remained 
in  the  congregation  and  service  of  the  Sunday  school 
while  the  poor  muttonhead  wandered  off  and  got  lost, 
and  the  wild  boy  went  to  the  far  coun¬ 
try.  But  when  the  shepherd  came  — 
lugging  home  the  poor  dumb  sheep,  '  *‘Bread  enoug 
and  there  was  rejoicing  among  the  Oh,  if  the  chur 
angels  at  the  reclamation,  there  was  that  half  the  tim 

no  joy  in  his  heart.  When  the  poor  on  “singing  evoA 

prodigal  came  limping  in,  he  experi-  cial  services,  if  g 

enced  no  thrill.  He  was  dead  spirit-  wants  of  youth 

ually,  and  the  church  was  satisfied  be-  the  Far  Cou/ntri 

cause  he  seemed  so  safe.  never  he  taken! 

What  we  propose  in  connection  There  is  noth 
with  the  child-training  is  that  special  normal  youth  w 

effort  be  made  to  give  this  type  of  be  given  by  the 

static  moralist  a  real  vision  of  Christ.  always  that  the 

There  is  no  more  important  field  of  to  devote  the  t 

effort  than  this,  and  no  more  challeng-  thusiasm,  and  n 

ing  or  difficult  task.  There  is  no  out-  ventive  program 

ward  sin  from  which  we  may  call  him.  ing  to  bestow  m 

There  is  no  overt  act  that  has  made  projects. 

him  ashamed,  no  single  thing  which  we  _ 


'ou  may  lay  hold  of  as  a  reason  for  repentance,  no  series  of 
ah  duties  which  we  may  suggest.  He  is  “letter  perfect  in 
the  moralities,”  but  presented  with  the  ultimate  which 
.he  Christianity  demands,  he  “goes  away  sorrowful.” 
ich  One  of  the  interesting  recent  experiences  of  and  ex- 
In  periments  at  a  certain  church  has  been  the  committing 
of  all  the  upkeep  to  its  boys.  Of  course,  it  was  almost 
necessary  to  sandbag  the  aged  chairman  of  the  Improve¬ 
ments  and  Repairs  Committee.  He  had  watched  over  the 
broken  chairs,  the  nails  sticking  out  of  the  pew  racks, 
the  windows  that  would  not  raise  or  lower  for  ventila¬ 
tion,  and  the  trestles  that  were  always  broken  just  when 
you  needed  them  for  church  suppers,  for  such  a  great 
period  of  time  that  it  seemed  nothing  short  of  a  sac-^ 
rilege  to  him  and  to  a  lot  of  other  old  fossils  in  the  church  f 
that  these  precious  nails,  trestles,  chairs,  and  windows 
!  They  should  be  turned  over  to  a  lot  of  kids  who  would  be 
“running  all  over  the  church  premises.”  But,  thank  God, 
!”  they  allowed  the  young  boy  scout  master  to  try  the  ex¬ 
periment,  and  we  had  the  high  privilege  of  seeing  three 
whole  troops  of  eager,  listening  youngsters  at  the  regular 
church  service. 

That  the  church  has  not  waked  up  to  the  possibilities 
should  get  a  candle  and  that  lie  in  a  Children’s  Church  is  one  of  the  mysteries 
in  to  bring  these  of  the  ages.  You  would  think  that  after  having  read 
saving  knowledge  of  Je-  the  beautiful  story  of  the  “Bringing  of  the  Children”  at 
■Why,  he  is  vice-prin-  every  baptismal  service  for  the  last  four  hundred  vears 


our  effort  focus  on  one  great  act  of 
faith  on  the  part  of  the  child — the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  as  Saviour 
and  Lord. 

Children  and  the  Church 

Of  course,  you  have  to  have  a  kin- 
dergartner  for  a  kindergarten.  Of 
course,  you  have  to  have  a  junior  boy 
scout  leader  for  these  young  boys.  It 
is  even  more  important  that  you  have 
a  sane  and  sunny  high-grade  woman 
for  the  girls  of  life  age.  But  what  do 
you  think  and  what  do  you  suppose 
Jesus  thought  the  church  was  for?^ 
An  infirmary  for  a  lot  of  finnicky 
folks,  or  a  recruiting  station  for  the 
army  of  the  Lord? 


March  44.  19*7  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


Years  ago  we 
took  charge  of  a  new 
h  u  r  c  h.  Nobody 
HPsranted  us  there  ex¬ 
cept  a  few  wise  souls 
from  without  who 
happened  to  realize 
that  the  statistics  in 
the  growing  commu¬ 
nity  had  been  ex¬ 
actly  the  same  for 
eleven  years.  When 
a  church  does  not 
vary  a  single  figure 
in  its  statistics  for 
eleven  years  it  is 
dead. 

After  we  had 
paid  one  visit  to  the 
Sunday  school  and 
church,  had  gone 
through  the  formal¬ 
ity  of  that  first  ter¬ 
rible  week  of  a  new 
^pastorate,  we  began 
a  careful  and  neces¬ 
sary  survey.  The 
first  discovery  gave 
the  key  to  the  whole 
situation.  In  the 
“infant  department” 
was  a  bitter,  quar¬ 
relsome  woman  rul¬ 
ing  with  a  rod  of  iron 
and  marring  the  out- 
reaching  tendrils  of 


What  is  the  an¬ 
swer  in  all  this? 
Simply  that  we  as  a 
church,  in  many  in¬ 
stances,  have  been 
running  a  reclama¬ 
tion  project  and 
training  shepherds 
who  shall  be  familiar 
with  mountain  climb¬ 
ing  and  valley 
searching  when  a 
timely  training  of 
the  sheep  would  have 
obviated,  in  most  in¬ 
stances,  this  form  of 
endeavor. 

It  is  our  firm 
conviction  that  any 
sermon  which  a  child 
cannot  understand 
nobody  can  under¬ 
stand.  We  also  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  is  ten 
times  as  hard  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  sermon  for 
children  as  for 
adults. 

It  seems  to  us 
that  we  have  read 

was  a  hiffer*  ®  great  teacher 

relsome  woTnan  ml  t  •  pastor  doea  not  know  how  frequently  the  church  school  fails  so  to  once  said  concerning 

rdsome  woman  ml-  tram  cur  toj,.  oM  gml.  that  uaturall,  aud  glaHy  the,  jam  <.  th,  maramy  children,  “To  such 
mg  With  a  rod  of  iron  »>orship  of  the  church?  Some  schools  are  conducted  as  if  they  had  no  connec-  l,  i  i  • 

and  marring  the  out-  the  church  and  its  worship/*  belongeth  the  king- 

reaching  tendrils  of  heaven,”  and 

ever,  climbing,  happy  soul.  For  example:  On  our  first  verted  and  become  as  little  children,” ve “hi  to  1  X 
Visit  we  found  a  beautiful  little  four-year-old  boy  stand-  enter  therein.”  Did  He  know  whereof  He  spoke?  Have 
mg  in  a  corner  with  his  face  to  the  wall  and  wearing  a  we  been  allowing  our  children  to  grow  up  i^to  a  joyless 

cause  he  had  not  learned  some  unquotable  passage  as-  and  vital  relationship  to  Him?  I  fear  so. 

•  What  we  said  to  her  was  blunt  and  effective,  and  it  sequence  of  keeping  on  in  this  ruinous  rut !  Mat/  He  alto 
went  for  others.^  But  after  a  few  moments  of  prayer  help  us  to  realize  the  present  and  the  eternal  reward  at- 
we  walked  into  the  church  service  and  announced  to  the  tendant  upon  the  effort  which  we  are  suaaestinaf 


we  walked  into  the  church  service  and  announced  to  the  tendant  upon  the  effort  which  we  are  suggeetinq! 
congregation  that  anything  over  twenty-one  could  leave 

if  it  pleased,  join  some  other  church,  and  we  would  be  '  Bread  Enough  and  to  Spare 

grateful;  that  nothing  over  twenty-one  would  be  allowed  Tkp  storv  of  fWo  c  •  i.u  4  1 

to  sing  in  the  choir,  if  we  had  anything  to  do  with  it  t  ^  u  a  4  Prodigal  Son  is  the  one  story  that 

and  that  the  sermons  henceforth  would-be  for  children  ycIrsTsn  ““lW 

and  young  people,  and  only  those  who  cared  to  Llr  fetl  ;  TwTs  “h  t"?  ^ 

that  we  had  arranged  for  a  new  teacher.  „  T  •  °1 /c'’*''- 

m  tnere  has  been  one  great  mistake  which  wc  ar  chiiroh 

Two  women  rose  and  left  the  little  congregation  of  leaders  have  made  during  the  last  few  centuries  it  has 

BotrrV^^^^f  f ‘"insistent  repression  of  youth.  Probably 
h  returned  later  to  lead  peaceful,  if  not  very  effective,  seven-tenths  of  the  moral  fence-jumping  done  bv  the 

A  fin  Id  rt"  r'*  came  from  the  “Amen”  comer,  mature  has  been  due  to  the  memory  of  the  sense  of  rt 

Go?  fh  '"7“"  exclaimed  fervently,  “Thank  striction  which  that  same  fence  exerted  before  they  were 

God,  the  children  are  to  have  a  chance!”  able  to  jump  it.  ^ 

in  rrrT  six  hundred  present  But  let  us  quit  this  philosophizing  and  get  down  to 

had^  actually  said  to  the  church  of  Hi^  day  about 

had  to  be  remodeled  to  accommodate  the  increased  and  the  Lost  Boy.  He  said:  “A  certain  man  had  two  sons  ” 

(ever  increasing  attend^ance.  The  givings  were  ten  times  He  leaves  the  consideration  of  the  one  to  a  later  period 

cr!wd  ^  ^  accommodate  the  church  in  the  most  wonderful  story  ever  told:  the  demand,  ^- 

stowal,  revolt,  disaster,  return,  and  reconciliation  of  the 


the  southwestern 

younger  son.  Let  us  read  the  direct  word,  then  read  be¬ 
tween  the  lines,  then  carefully  deduce  and  see  just  what 
this  story  has  to  say. 

There  is  just  one  thing  that  governs  in  this  life.  It 
is  Hu/nger.  It  has  five  expressions:  food  hunger;  sex 
hunger;  goods  hunger;  power  hunger;  praise  hunger. 
These  hungers,  being  primary,  must ‘be  satisfied.  Out 
of  them  grow  the  fears,  the  hates,  the  defeats,  the  suc¬ 
cesses,  and  the  spiritual  victories  of  life.  Jesus  realizes 
that  wherever  there  is  really  life — ^vigorous,  aspiring, 
imaginative  life — ^that  all  five  of  these  make  a  tremendous 
demand,  and  that  nothing  will  solve  the  problem  except 
the  right  satisfaction  of  these  hungers. 

Now  let  us  see  what  He  says  to  the  church  about  the 
satisfaction  of  the  cravings  of  the  high-strung,  imagi¬ 
native,  and  life-loving  youth  that  is  lost  to  it  in  such  tre¬ 
mendous  numbers. 

First,  He  shows  that  this  youth  came  directly  to  the 
church  and  asked  for  “life”  from  the  church.  Do  not 
take  my  word  for  it:  read  it,  read  it  in  the  original,  sit 
down  and  ponder  over  it.  And  what  is  more,  and  again 
read  carefully  and  in  the  original,  the  church  shared  its 
life  with  him:  “opened”  or  poured  out  its  “life.”  This 
boy  was  not  seeking  goods  or  gain.  He  did  not  want 
half  the  farm  with  the  crops.  This  boy  wanted  a  large, 
up-and-going  life,  and  the  Father’s  house  gave  him  some¬ 
thing  that  was  real  and  permanent. 

Let  no  discouraged  pastor  or  heartbroken  Sunday- 
school  teacher  feel  that  what  the  church  is  giving  to 
childhood  when  it  is  properly  instilled  does  not  amount 
to  anything.  It  does.  It  was  a  realization  of  this  that 
brought  the  prodigal  back  to  the  Father’s  house. 

Five  Great  Lessons  for  the  Church 

Jesus  is  teaching  five  great  lessons  here.  First  that 
the  church  has  something  vital  to  give,  and  in  this  in¬ 
stance  she  gave  it.  Indeed,  Jesus  points  out  that  the 
Father’s  house  had  life  to  give,  and  gave  life. 

The  second  great  lesson  which  the  Master  indicates 
is  that  the  thing  which  was  irksome  to  the  boy  was  the 
word  “service.”  You  will  notice  that  through  his  whole 
return  trip  he  does  not  speak  of  Fatherhood  of  Love;  he 
only  speaks  of  his  hungers  and  the  service  or  services 
of  the  Father’s  house  or  church.  “How  many  hired 
servants  of  my  father’s  have  bread  enough  and  to  spare?” 
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“I  will  arise  and  go  to  my  father,  and  say  unto  him, 
Make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired  servants.** 

Perhaps  at  no  point  has  the  church  been  more  con-i 
fusing  to  the  mind  of  youth  than  its  insistence  upoj 
service  and  services.  At  no  place  did  Jesus  say  that  the 
man  must  become  a  servant.  Paul  alone  stresses  that 
point.  He  who  was  “bom  free”  becomes  a  “bond  slave” 
of  Christ.  God  does  not  want  servants ;  God  wants  sons. 

The  boy  filled  with  the  life  and  spirit,  the  riches  of 
the  church,  but  denied  the  things  which  his  heart  was 
craving,  takes  his  church-given  riches  and  goes  into  the 
world  seeking  life. 

The  third  point  which  Jesus  so  wonderfully  points 
out  is  that  the  life  which  He  was  actually  seeking  and 
which  the  church  did  not  know  that  it  was  able  to  give, 
and  which  He  hoped  He  might  find  in  the  far  country, 
He  did  not  find  when  He  arrived  there.  There  is  no 
more  certain  thing  in  life  than  the  disillusionment  that 
follows  a  trip  tp  the  far  country  by  those  who  have 
actually  been  in  touch  with  the  riches  of  the  Father’s 
house. 

But  the  fifth  great  thing  that  Jesus  makes  so  clear 
is  the  education  of  the  church  during  the  absence  of  the 
prodigal.  That  boy  wanted  good  clothes,  jewelry,  shoes, 
food,  merry  music — and  the  church  did  not  realize  that^ 
it  possessed  those  things.  It  let  him  get  away  in  its^ 
ignorance ;  but  the  moment  he  hove  in  sight,  limping  back 
to  the  church  that  really  loved  him,  the  church  suddenly 
discovered  that  it  had  them  all.  It  does  not  even  let  him 
complete  his  plea  for  pardon,  but  interrupts  with  the  glad 
cry:  “Bring  out  the  best  clothes  and  put  them  on  him, 
and  a  ring  on  his  hands,  and  shoes  on  his  feet.  Bring 
hither  the  fatted  calf  and  let  us  eat  and  be  merry,  for 
this  my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again;  he  was  lost, 
and  is  found!  And  they  began  to  be  merry.” 

All  honor  to  those  great  evangelists — ^the  nineteenth 
century  preachers.  We  owe  to  them  too  great  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  say  one  word  against  them  or  their  sermons, 
but  as  we  remember  the  best  of  them  they  would  be  the 
first  to  welcome  some  new  light  on  this  “heart  of  the 
gospel”  chapter.  And  we  firmly  believe  that  in  view 
of  the  acute  situation  with  regard  to  our  young  people, 
they  would  be  the  first  to  welcome  some  new  plan  for 
satisfying  the  cravings  of  youth  without  having  them  go  A 
through  the  foolish  and  dangerous  experiment  of  reach-® 
ing  the  true  value  of  the  church  by  way  of  the  far  country. 


Sentence  Sermons  for  Folks  in  a  Hurry 


By  Paul  Morrison 


L_ 


— Where  there’s  a  will  there’s  a  way — to  get  to 
church  regularly. 

^The  church  member  who  measures  his  “share”  sel¬ 
dom  uses  the  Golden  Riile. 

— ^A  word  of  counsel  to  the  backers  of  the  church — 
be  sure  not  to  get  too  far  back. 

— Pity  the  poor  minister  for  the  difllcult  task  of  par¬ 
ish  visitation ;  if  he  does  not  call  often  on  certain 
members,  they  call  him  lazy ;  if  he  calls  too  often  on 
certain  other  members,  he  is  under  suspicion. 


The  difference  between  Loyalty  and  Disloyalty  is 
not  D-I-S  but  L-O-V-E. 

— ^A  remedy  for  spiritual  rheumatism  is  the  oil  of 
gladness  frequently  applied. 

— Is  your  church  so  completely  organized  that  it 
even  has  a  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Spirituality? 
— The  Christians  who  tell  how  they  used  to  attend 
church  and  prayer  meeting  have  a  hard  time  explain¬ 
ing  why  they  do  not  attend  NOW. 

SARATOGA  SPRINGS,  NEW  YORK. 
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FOR  THE  LENTEN  SEASON 


“Orthopraxy” 

By  Herbert  A.  Keck 

Paitor  First  Methodist  Episeoped  Church,  Ohcunpaign,  Illinois 


Orthopraxy  means  straight  living.  Orthodoxy 
means  straight  thinking.  Jesus  taught  men  how 
to  live ;  the  church  has  taught  men  what  to  think : 
Jesus  tested  men  by  their  lives;  the  church  has  tested 
men  by  their  beliefs.  The  shift  from  orthopraxy  to  or¬ 
thodoxy  came  about  In  this  fashion.  Primitive  Chris¬ 
tianity  was  “A  Way  of  Life.”  Then  the  gospel  came 
Into  contact  with  Greek  philosophy.  It  was  forced  to 
define  and  defend  Itself.  Then  followed  the  creed-making 
centuries.  Thus  Christianity  was  gradually  shifted  from 
a  practical  to  an  Intellectual  emphasis.  Credo  took  the 
place  of  amo.  A  theological  Christianity  was  gradually 
substituted  for  the  practical  religion  of  Jesus.  Ortho¬ 
doxy  became  the  test  of  Christian  dlsclpleshlp.  The 
grand  heresy  of  the  Christian  centuries  has  been  the 
substitution  of  orthodoxy  for  orthopraxy.  The  World 
War  revealed  the  Impotency  of  dogmatic  Christianity. 
Our  hope  for  the  future  lies  In  a  return  to  the  practical 
emphasis  of  Jesus.  As  Leigh  Hunt  once  exclaimed: 
“What  might  not  Christianity  do  If  It  relied  upon  love 
and  not  upon  dogma!” 

The  One  Genuine  Test  of  Discipleship 

Orthopraxy  Is  the  one  genuine  test  of  Christian  dls¬ 
clpleshlp.  We  are  not  seeking  to  discredit  orthodoxy. 
Sound  thinking  Is  Important  In  religion.  In  a  day  when 
men  are  thinking  with  Increasing  precision  about  natural 
phenomena,  we  cannot  afford  to  think  loosely  about  re¬ 
ligious  phenomena.  But  orthodoxy  Is  no  guarantee  of 
orthopraxy.  As  John  Wesley  once  said  in  his  blunt 
way,  We  may  be  as  orthodox  as  the  devil  and  as  wicked.” 

Saint  James  reported  ‘*that  even  the  devils  believe 
and  tremble.”  We  have  made  Intellectual  conformity 
more  Important  than  moral  consecration.  That  Is  ex¬ 
actly  what  Jesus  Christ  did  not  do.  He  never  prescribed 
particular  doctrines  that  must  be  held  in  order  to 
the  being  of  a  Christian.  He  simply  said,  “Follow  me.” 
Following  Christ  in  loving  loyalty  we  come  to  a  sense  of 
certitude  about  many  things.  We  do  not  so  much  “think 
our  way  into  our  living,  as  we  live  our  way  into  our 
thinking.”  “He  that  doeth  the  will  of  God  shall  know 
of  the  teaching.”  William  Penn,  thoroughly  evangelical 
in  doctrine,  once  nobly  declared:  “There  is  one  creed  in 
heaven  to  love  God  and  to  do  His  will.”  Right!  And 
the  creed  of  heaven  is  the  true  creed  of  earth. 

Too  often  we  have  made  our  creeds  a  test  when  they 
should  have  been  used  only  as  a  testimony.  We  have 
used  them  as  hurdles  over  which  men  must  leap  before 
they  could  enter  the  church  of  Christ.  We  have  no  right 
to  make  it  more  difficult  to  get  into  the  Christian  church 
than  God  makes  it  to  get  into  heaven.  There  has  been 
much  discussion  as  to  the  religion  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
The  experience  of  life  threw  him  back  upon  God.  In  his 


later  years  at  least  we  must  regard  him  as  essentially 
a  Christian  man.  But  why  did  not  Abraham  Lincoln 
unite  with  the  church?  The  explanation,  as  I  conceive  it, 
was  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  too  honest  Intellectually 
to  unite  with  the  church.  He  could  not  conscientiously 
subscribe  to  the  old,  cast-iron  orthodoxy.  He  preferred 
to  be  an  honest  outsider  rather  than  to  be  a  dishonest 
insider.  And  we  cannot  but  respect  him  for  that.  On 
one  occasion  Mr.  Lincoln  said:  “Show  me  a  church  that 
has  love  to  God  and  love  to  man  written  over  its  portals, 
and  I  will  join  that  church  instanter.”  Orthodoxy  made 
Lincoln  an  outsider.  Orthopraxy  might  have  made  him 
an  insider. 

How  to  Bring  Church  Unity 

Orthopraxy  will  tend  to  unify  the  body  of  Christ. 
Orthodoxy  has  always  had  a  divisive  effect.  What  we 
believe  divides  us.  But  whom  we  believe  unites  us.  We 
are  not  going  to  get  together  soon  along  creedal  lines. 
We  shall  come  together  along  lines  of  practical  endeavor 
in  Kingdom  building.  We  ought  “to  think  and  let  think,” 
while  we  say  one  to  the  other,  “If  thy  heart  is  as  my  heart, 
give  me  thine  hand.”  Orthopraxy  will  be  the  test  in  the 
great  final  judgment. 

Do  not  mistake  the  import  of  my  message.  I  am 
not  advocating  a  cold  morality.  In  the  teaching  of  Jesus 
morality  and  religion  are  all  or  one  piece.  We  can  sep¬ 
arate  them  in  thought,  •  but  they  cannot  be  separated  in 
reality.  Religion  is  the  root  and  morality  is  the  fruit. 
We  are  quite  aware  that  life  is  a  unity.  By  orthopraxy 
we  do  not  mean  a  cold,  self-centered  morality.  But  we 
do  mean  filial  obedience  to  the  will  of  God. 

The  Greatest  Christian  Heresy 

The  great  heresy  is  not  inaccuracy  of  doctrine  but 
apostasy  of  life.  As  the  author  of  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews  wrote:  “An  evil  heart  of  unbelief  in  departing 
from  the  living  God.”  Horace  Bushnell  suggested  that 
a  man  might  be  orthodox  in  his  theology  and  heterodox 
in  his  practice.  What  Jesus  Christ  demands  is  not  con¬ 
formity  but  consecration.  We  have  been  hearing  fre¬ 
quently  during  these  latter  years  that  Christianity  was 
a  failure.  Here  is  the  truth  in  the  matter.  Dogmatic 
Christianity  is  a  failure.  Theological  Christianity  is 
dead,  but  the  practical  religion  of  Jesus  is  not  a  failure. 
It  has  never  been  tried  except  upon  a  small  scale.  We 
have  talked  about  our  religion.  We  have  argued  about 
it.  We  have  even  fought  over  it.  We  have  done  every- 
thing  but  practice  it.  Samuel  Butler  was  right  when 
he  described  the  Christian  church  as  full  of  people  who 
would  be  equally  horrified  at  hearing  the  Christian  re¬ 
ligion  doubted  and  at  seeing  it  practiced.  The  past  be¬ 
longed  to  orthodoxy.  The  future  must  belong  to  ortho¬ 
praxy. 
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Some  Folks  in  Our  Church 

Our  Treasurer 

By  Hubert  C.  Herring 


OUR  treasurer  is  the 
man  who  cultivates  the 
gentle  art  of  hoping 

for  the  best.  He  has  learned  H 

to  twist  figures  and  turn  them,  W\\\\||||  ill  i 

never  dodging  facts,  but  coax-  ij 

ing  facts  into  good  behavior. 

Even  a  balance  line  in  red  I 

yields  to  his  persuasions  and 
becomes  black  again. 

He  is  the  man  who  sends 
out  the  notices,  and  says 
gently  to  Brother  Jones,  “You 
owe  the  church  $6.89,  and 

how  can  I  pay  the  coal  bill  if  you  don’t  pay  your  pledge  ?” 
And  when  Brother  Jones  replies  with  acid  that  he  is  not 
accustomed  to  being  dunned,  our  treasurer  smiles  and 
tries  another  tack.  So  does  he  finally  get  Brother  Jones’ 
$6.89  and  the  coal  bill  is  paid.  But  it  is  a  long  process, 
and  our  treasurer  has  his  troubles. 

He  is  the  man  who  has  learned  the  trick  of  putting 
his  name  on  church  notes  at  the  bank.  There  are  those 
old  notes  which  were  written  when  the  parish  house  was 
built,  and  the  parsonage  bought.  They  have  an  exasper- 
ating  habit  of  coming  due.  Then  does  our  treasurer  put 
his  name  down  on  the  back  of  the  note,  writes  it  in  casual 
fashion,  with  no  fuss  and  feathers.  He  does  not  enjoy 
the  process.  He  is  in  business,  and  it  hurts  his  credit, 
but  church  comes  ahead  of  business  with  him. 

There  are  some  who  say  that  our  treasurer  is  a  bit 
hard-boiled.  Now  hard-hoiled  is  a  relktive  term,  and 
should  be  applied  with  moderation.  There  are  many  de¬ 
grees  of  boiling.  Our  treasurer  has  learned  to  watch  the 
corners,  and  he  sometimes  reveals  a  tendency  to  cut  them 
sharply.  It  is  not  a  bad  habit  at  that.  But  this  treas¬ 
urer  of  ours  reveals  another  side.  He  reads  between  the 
lines  of  his  ledger  and  learns  to  detect  the  signs  that 


nearer  her  share — well,  say 
forty  cents.  Widow  Brown  is 
proud,  but  our  treasurer  per¬ 
suades  her.  The  hard-boiling  process  works  both  ways. 
It  is  a  great  thing  to  have  men  who  know  how  to  figure 
but  who  in  their  figuring  do  not  ignore  that  larger  econ¬ 
omy  which  helps  Widow  Brown  to  pay  her  bills. 

Our  treasurer  never  has  much  to  say.  In  church 
meetings  he  sits  in  the  back  seat,  and  coughs  when  asked 
for  a  speech.  But  Sunday  finds  him  in  his  pew,  and  after 
the  service  he  is  busy  piling  a  cartload  of  pennies  and 
nickels  and  quarters  into  soiled  cloth  bags.  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  he  wraps  up  endless  pennies  in  neat  rolls,  and  adds 
up  the  figures.  You  can  tell  by  his  greeting  Mondav 
morning  how  much  loose  change  there  was  in  the  Sunday 
collection;  $78.48  of  nickels  and  dimes  and  quarters  gives 
him  a  smile  which  lasts  all  week. 

Our  church  would  close  next  week  were  it  not  for  that 
treasurer.  He  furnishes  no  oratory,  nor  articulate  en¬ 
thusiasm.  He  counts  the  money,  he  gathers  the  money, 
he  pays  the  bills,  he  balances  his  books  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  there  is  a  little  balance  to  show.  Not  much, 
just  enough  to  be  respectable,  just  enough  to  prove  that 
the  church  pays  its  way — $14.36  it  was  last  January. 
But  that  balance  in  honest  black  ink  is  a  decrree  of  honor. 


Nobody  At  Home 


By  W.  L.  Y.  Davis 


Down  the  Santa  Monica  way  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
for  many  years  stood  a  movie  village.  It  was 
not  a  real  community — ^just  a  make-believe  for 
filming  pictures. 

There  were  houses  in  it ;  I 
supported  by  scaffolding  behind — they 
one  wall  deep. 

they  had  no  roots.  They 
over  the  gables  for  each  picture, 

If  you  entered  a  door,  you  found  no  room,  no  hearth¬ 
stone,  no  family  gathered  around  the  flickering  flames. 
No  children  prattled  their  prayers  at  the  knee  of  any 
mother. 

A  romantic  chapel  lifted  its  steeple  above  the  sea; 
but  it  whipped  no  waves  into  place  by  its  devotions. 


truths — indeed,  there  were  no  j 
but  they  were  just  fronts  Everything  was  just  one  b 
j  were  shells  just  was  in  the  shop  window.  All  th< 
Vines  clambered  up  over  the  houses ;  but  side  of  the  place  of  worship.  . 

were  freshly  festooned  up  The  world  is  full  of  pictures 

stitutions.  Many  of  them  are  i 
pearance,  and  yet  they  do  not 
so-called  is  but  skin  deep. 
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Trustees  Hold  Meeting 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held  at  the 
Cincinnati  Club,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  Wednesday, 
January  19.  The  following  members  of  the  board  were 
present:  James  N.  Gamble,  W.  M.  Green,  E.  I.  Antrim, 
M.  C.  Slutes,  L.  C.  Bentley,  F.  G.  Mitchell,  J.  R.  Edwards, 

^  Mr.  Gamble  presided. 

The  minutes  of  the  executive  committee  were  approved, 
as  were  the  reports  of  all  the  standing  and  special  com¬ 
mittees. 

The  treasurer  reported  assets  as  follows:  Bonds, 
$363,169;  stocks,  $76,955;  notes  secured  by  mortgage, 
$189,200;  land  trust  certificates,  $10,000;  balance  due 
on  land  contract,  $9,650,  and  cash  on  hand,  $522  24  a 
total  of  $649,486.24.  The  liabilities  are :  Principal  trust 


funds  and  bequests,  $639,664.23;  undisbursed  income, 
$9,822.01,  a  total  of  $649,486.24;  $32,486.66  was  paid 
to  beneficiaries.  The  total  administrative  expense  was 
$2,043,  a  decrease  of  $316  as  compared  with  last  year. 

The  following  officers  were  elected :  James  N.  Gamble, 
president;  Bishop  Theodore  S.  Henderson,  first  vice- 
president  ;  Dr.  P.  H.  Murdick,  second  vice-president ;  Dr. 
Charles  E.  Schenk,  secretary ;  Mr.  W.  A.  R.  Bruehl,  treas¬ 
urer;  Mr.  J.  R.  Edwards,  associate  treasurer;  Mr.  Mer¬ 
rill  C.  Slutes,  attorney. 

The  Union  Trust  Company  of  Cincinnati  continues 
to  be  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  board.  The  address  of  the 
secretary  is  1027  Wesley  Avenue,  and  the  address  of  the 
treasurer  is  Fourth  National  Bank  Building,  Cincinnati, 


A  Laboratory  for  Preachers 


By  Oscar  L. 

PROGRAMS  that  are  handed  down  are  often  ob¬ 
jectionable  because  they  smack  of  oflicialism  and 
treat  of  matters  from  the  standpoint  of  theory 
practice,  showing  little  sympathy  with  the 
real  difficulties  where  the  work  is  actually  done.  This 
was  not  the  case  with  the  program  of  the  seventh  con¬ 
ference  of  representative  chairmen  of  the  boards  of  ex¬ 
aminers  and  deans  of  the  summer  schools  of  theology, 
held  at  Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  Evanston,  Ill.,  Decem¬ 
ber  28-30.  Dr.  Allan  MacRossie,  educational  director 
of  the  Commission  on  Courses  of  Study,  prepared  the 
program,  on  the  basis  of  extensive  correspondence  with 
boards  of  examiners  and  with  students.  The  discussions 
were,  therefore,  reactions  upon  reactions  from  the  field. 

The  intensely  practical  tone  of  everything  done  at 
this  conference  was  most  encouraging.  What  had  been 
|accomplished  during  the  last  year  was  made  the  starting 
point  for  yet  further  advances  in  clarifying  the  spiritual 
and  educational  ideals  of  the  teachers  and  examiners,  in 
stimulating  the  interest  of  the  undergraduate  students, 
in  stressing  the  importance  of  post-graduate  work,  in 
impressing  upon  all  concerned  the  strategic  bearing  of 
the  commission’s  task  upon  the  future  of  Methodism.  This 
was  all  the  more  significant  because  this  gathering  was 
composed  of  seventy-five  picked  men,  representing  seventy 
Annual  Conferences,  and  affecting  primarily  the  larger 
usefulness  of  over  seventeen  hundred  examiners  and  three 
thousand  young  preachers. 

The  subjects  considered  were  “Public  Worship,”  “The 
Certainties  of  Christian  Belief,”  “The  Qualities  of  Preach¬ 
ing,”  “The  Genius  of  Pastoral  Work,”  “The  Ethics  and 
Dynamics  of  Evangelism,”  “The  Intellectual  and  Spir¬ 
itual  Leadership  of  the  Minister.”  Addresses  on  these 
^emes  were  given  by  Bishop  Wilbur  P.  Thirkield,  Dr. 
King  D.  Beach,  Dr.  Lucius  H.  Bugbee,  Dr.  J.  Timothy 
Ptone,  Bishop  Edwin  H.  Hughes,  and  Bishop  Francis  J. 
McConnell.  These  men  really  opened  up  the  subjects 
^th  an  ability  and  freedom  that  stimulated  wholesome 
discussion.  It  was  not  forgotten  at  any  point  that  the 


Joseph,  Litt.D. 

presentation  of  these  questions  bore  upon  the  constructive 
development  in  ministerial  training.  The  men  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  were  constantly  thinking  of  the  lonely  young 
preachers  in  distant  circuits  and  churches,  and  how  to 
reduce  their  embarrassments  due  to  inadequate  training. 

The  goal  of  this  undertaking  was  repeatedly  evidenced 
at  the  open-forum  discussions,  where  the  most  important 
work  of  the  conference  was  done.  The  men  were  ready 
for  this  exchange  of  thought  because  of  the  appropriate 
material  furnished  them  beforehand  by  Dr.  MacRossie. 
Among  the  subjects  taken  up  were  the  methods  of  teach¬ 
ing,  the  contacts  between  teachers  and  students,  the  con¬ 
duct  of  examinations,  the  grading  of  students,  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  written  work,  the  co-operation  of  district 
superiiitendents,  the  needs  of  nearly  four  thousand  sup¬ 
ply  pastors,  the  preachable  qualities  of  the  books  in  the 
courses  of  study,  the  positive  note  in  Christian  thought 
and  experience,  ways  and  means  to  cultivate  the  spirit 
and  practice  of  public  worship,  the  effective  types  of 
evangelism,  graduate  courses  for  preachers  in  full  con¬ 
nection,  methods  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  An¬ 
nual  Conferences  while  in  session,  the  work  of  the  supple¬ 
mentary  lectures  at  the  summer  schools. 

The  reports  submitted  by  several  boards  of  examiners 
revealed  the  fact  that  their  work  is  carried  out  with  a 
thoroughness  that  is  in  accord  with  the  finest  educational 
Ideals.  In  some  schools  it  is  of  so  high  a  standard  as 
to  ment  recognition  from  colleges  and  theological  semi¬ 
naries.  Everywhere  the  program  contemplates  work  the 
year  round  and  reaching  a  climax  at  thfe  summer  schools. 

The  presence  of  three  of  the  strongest  colored  preach¬ 
ers  was  a  clear  indication  of  the  conscientious  efforts  of 
Methodism  to  discharge  its  many-sided  mission.  “The 
Negro  Minister  and  His  Education”  was  ably  discussed 
by  Dr.  Willis  J.  King,  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary; 
Dr.  D.  H.  Stanton,  a  district  superintendent  from  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  and  Dr.  F.  J.  Handy,  a  pastor  from  Camden, 
N.  J.  It  was  most  gratifying  to  learn  of  the  marvelous 
strides  made  towards  the  better  spiritual  and  educational 
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equipment  of  the  colored  preachers  as  a  direct  result  of 
the  sympathetic  support  of  the  commission.  Three  sum¬ 
mer  schools  of  theology,  representing  fifteen  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences,  are  conducted  for  the  colored  preachers  at 
Waveland,  Miss.;  Princess  Anne,  Md.,  and  Orangeburg, 
S.  C.  It  is  worth  noting  that  these  three  schools  have 
directed  the  educational  program  of  the  commission  with 
such  unusual  ability  so  that  already  there  has  taken  place 
a  renaissance  and  a  reformation  among  the  colored 
preachers.  This  fact  auspiciously  betokens  a  better  day 
for  American  Protestant  Christianity,  whose  strength 
depends  not  a  little  upon  conserving  and  cultivating  the 
religious,  intellectual,  and  social  life  of  the  colored  people. 
Methodism  has  a  resonsible  share  in  this  obligation. 

What  was  threshed  out  at  this  gathering  was  crys¬ 
tallized  into  a  series  of  reports  prepared  by  special  com¬ 
mittees.  These  will  be  sent  out  to  the  examiners,  students, 
and  district  superintendents  as  the  definite  pronounce¬ 
ments  of  the  Evanston  conference  for  the  guidance  of  the 
coming  year.  Valuable  as  were  the  previous  conferences, 
the  seventh,  just  concluded,  was  ackowledged  to  be  the 
most  important  as  to  the  character  of  the  addresses  given, 
the  personnel  of  the  men  in  attendance,  the  searching 


quality  of  the  deliberations,  and  the  plans  adopted  foi 
the  yet  larger  extension  of  the  work. 

The  fellowship  of  these  leaders  was  a  most  profitable 
feature  and  helped  to  enrich  the  spiritual  morale  of  the 
gathering.  The  banquet  at  the  University  Club  on  De¬ 
cember  29  was  a  fitting  expression  of  the  cordiality  and 
fidelity  of  these  men  on  whom  largely  rests  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  success  of  this  movement.  Dr.  MacRossie 
acted  as  toastmaster.  Addresses  were  given  on  various 
relations  to  the  commission.  Prof.  F.  Watson  Hannan 
spoke  on  our  theological  schools ;  Dr.  Oscar  L.  Joseph, 
on  the  special  lecturers ;  President  Arlo  A.  Brown,  on  the 
college;  Dr.  W.  B.  Farmer  and  Dr.  H.  A.  Reed,  on  the 
Board  of  Examiners ;  Bishop  Hughes  and  Dr.  Bugbee, 
on  the  commission. 

The  church  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  serious  and 
intelligent  way  in  which  the  interests  of  the  young  preach¬ 
ers  are  receiving  attention.  A  more  liberal  support  of 
this  timely  educfitional  institution  on  the  part  of  the 
church  will  make  possible  more  extensive  undertakings, 
to  guarantee  and  secure  results  that  will  prove  most  ad¬ 
vantageous  for  to-morrow’s  Methodism  and  the  glory  of 
Christianity, 


Christian  Statesmanship  the  Safeguard 

of  World  Democracy- — 'I 

By  the  Rev.  John  H.  Reed,  D.D. 


THn^RE  are  no  more  hermit  nations.  The  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  “Divine  Right”  of  kings  has  been 
blasted  by  the  dynamic  forces  of  modern  represent¬ 
ative  democracies  as  are  now  characterized  in  our  re¬ 
publican  institutions.  The  tremendous  experiment  of 
self-government  is  now  being  tried  out  under  the  blaze 
of  twentieth  century  civilization,  and  the  effete  and  worn- 
out  systems  of  governmental  order  as  obtained  in  the 
early  centuries,  can  find  no  place  in  the  constitution  and 
building  of  pur  present  international  structure.  New 
wine  cannot  be  put  into  old  skins,  nor  new  cloth  into 
old  garments,  neither  in  religion  nor  government,  for  such 
is  contrary  both  to  the  doctrine  of  the  world’s  greatest 
Teacher  and  to  the  fundamental  law  of  evolution  and 
world  progress. 

In  the  Christian  church  priesthood  and  prelatic  domi¬ 
nation  over  religious  beliefs  and  individual  self-determi¬ 
nation  must  now  give  place  to  modern  thought  fully  and 
completely  expressed  in  terms  of  the  free  moral  agency 
of  mankind;  in  the  state  the  demagogue  must  be  replaced 
by  the  Christian  statesman.  This  is  essential  in  a  world 
rent  and  torn  by  wars,  sociological  upheavals,  internal 
strifes  and  international  controversies,  with  greed,  wrath, 
and  hate  standing  in  the  dark  background;  The  impact 
of  these  world  forces  shakes  the  whole  earth  with  uni¬ 
versal  alarm.  There  never  was  such  an  era  and  signifi¬ 
cant  epoch  in  human  history  as  that  through  which  the 
nations  are  now  passing,  and  he  who  is  blinded  to  the 
signs  of  the  times  must  inevitably  be  ground  to  powder 
under  the  rapidly  revolving  wheels  of  progressive  thought. 

A  new  day  has'  dawned,  and  the  sun  of  civic,  social, 
moral,  intellectual,  and  spiritual  righteousness  has  arisen 
with  increasing  splendor,  and  can  never  be  obscured  by 
the  fieeting  clouds  of  human  passions  and  doubts  which 


now  sweep  over  our  international  'skies.  The  counter 
forces  in  modern  civilization  all  tend  to  leave  mankind 
in  darkness  and  despair,  and  would,  if  possible,  break 
down  the  lofty  standards  of  true  national  greatness.  The 
day  calls  for  a  full  interpretation  of  both  scientific,  ])o- 
litical,  and  religious  truth  in  order  to  quiet  the  tremen¬ 
dous  disruptions  which  disturb  the  peace  of  the  world. 

Europe  yet  heaves  and  groans  under  the  burden  of 
a  war  debt,  the  national  legacy  bequeathed  to  present 
statesmanship  by  the  most  destructive  war  in  the  history 
of  nations;  Asia  feels  the  shock  as  a  reaction  from  the 
mighty  convulsion  that  almost  wrecked  civilization  ^ 
Africa  struggles  under  a  new  industrialism  that  now^ 
sweeps  over  the  “Dark  Continent,”  with  its  teeming  mil¬ 
lions  ;  China  awakens  to  a  sudden  national  self-conscious¬ 
ness  which  now  startles  the  modern  world,  while  states¬ 
men  and  diplomats  form  an  international  investigation 
for  the  solution  of  the  Chinese  puzzle;  Russia  stands 
as  the  riddle  of  European  politics,  threatening  to  sweep 
down  from  her  northern  heights  upon  the  i-est  of  Europe 
with  a  new  coalition  of  national  power  and  political  in¬ 
fluence;  Japan,  with  a  determination,  born  out  of  the 
humiliation  of  her  national  pride  by  the  American  Ex¬ 
clusion  Act,  knocks  at  the  closed  door  of  international 
diplomacy  for  equality  of  rights  as  a  sovereign  power; 
India  now  chafes  under  British  rule,  and  breathes  forth 
the  hot  breath  of  Ghandi  her  intrepid  exemplar  and  na¬ 
tional  leader,  with  an  increasing  self-determination  that 
cannot  be  longer  crushed;  Germany  is  in  the  struggle  of 
a  new  national  birth,  with  Hindenburg,  the  war  god,  in 
the  role  of  statesman,  while  Streesemann  stands  in  th^ 
background,  and  the  ex-kaiser  pulls  back  the  curtain 
in  the  grand  drama,  watching  the  European  political 
kaleidoscope  as  it  shifts  and  changes  under  great  world 
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readjustments  and  alignments;  France  yet  contends  for 
an  amicable  and  equitable  settlement  of  her  obligation 
I  grievous  to  be  borne;  Italy  stands  aghast  at  the  role  of 
•  her  indomitable  ruler,  Mussolini,  as  he  now  holds  the 
reins  and  drives  his  swift  chariot  without  a  tremor  along 
the  dangerous  and  difficult  pathway  amidst  the  counter 
national  forces  in  Italian  administration. 

yS^en  we  consider  the  conditions  upon  the  Western 
hemisphere,  here  we  behold  the  same  national  ferment. 
Mexico  broils  with  internal  discontent,  and  resents  any 
attempt  on  part  of  outside  powers  to  suggest  or  demand 
through  diplomatic  notes  and  the  rules  of  international 
law,  to  assist  in  the  solution  of  her  internal  problems; 
the  insult  of  American  intervention  is  expressed  at  every 
step  of  Mexican  progress;  the  present  upheaval  be¬ 
tween  the  government  and  the  Catholic  Church  carries 
with  it  a  far-reaching  influence  in  the  final  determination 
of  the  true  relation  of  church  and  state ;  the  population 
of  Mexico  being  Roman  Catholic  in  religion,  makes  the 
situation  truly  an  anomaly  in  the  present  contest. 

The  South  American  republics  all  stand  with  abated 
breath  watching  the  outcome  of  the  new  internationalism 
as  portrayed  in  the  game  of  world  politics,  shifted  and 
cut  by  the  cards  of  international  diplomacy,  which  calls 
loudly  for  a  new  Christian  statesmanship  in  order  that 
modern  civilization  may  be  safeguarded.  America,  with 
the  swiftness  of  an  eagle,  her  national  emblem,  flies  among 
tlie  nations  of  the  earth,  holding  in  her  beak  the  olive 
branch  of  world  peace,  while  grasping  the  financial  bal¬ 
ance  sheet  as  the  creditor  nation  of  the  world,  with  mul¬ 
tiplied  billions  of  wealth  and  inexhaustible  internal 
resources.  Despite  this  exalted  position  among  the  na¬ 
tions,  there  is  danger  of  this  great  nation  losing  her  real 
national  soul  in  the  game  of  dollar  diplomacy  in  the  ex- 
erci^e  of  unlimited  financial  power  over  the  nations. 
With  all  of  our  boasted  power,  America,  the  Queen  of  the 
West,  stands  in  woeful  need  of  a  broad  Christian. states¬ 
manship  to  guide  the  Ship  of  State  through  the  rocks 
and  breakers  that  lift  their  jagged  heads  along  the  turbu¬ 
lent  pathway  of  our  international  sea.  Forty-eight  in¬ 
destructible  States,  welded  into  a  Federal*  Union,  must 
either  stand  for  the  weal  or  woe  of  future  world  civiliza¬ 
tion.  All  eyes  now  gaze  upon  the  flight  of  the  eagle. 

The  conditions  of  smaller  states  may  be  considered 
as  a  most  important  phase  of  true  and  wide-awake 
statesmanship  on  part  of  leaders  who  look  into  the  true 
philosophy  of  history  in  the  making.  Just  after  the  close 
of  the  World  War,  in  forecasting  the  readjustments  that 
were  inevitable  out  of  the  chaos  of  that  world  struggle, 
a  distinguished  writer,  speaking  for  Hungary  and  other 
smaller  weaker  sections,  said:  “The  demand  is  universal 
that  the  pre-war  boundaries  of  Hungary  must  be  re¬ 
stored.  It  is  inconceivable  to  them  (the  Hungarians) 
that  a  national  life  can  go  on  in  their  mutilated  terri¬ 
tory.  They  think  that  Roumania  and  Jugo-Slavia  will 
collapse  from  sheer  inability  and  intellectual  incapacity 
to  carry  on  a  civilized  state;  that  Czecho-Slovakia  can¬ 
not  protect  her  preposterous  boundary  lines ;  Austria  will 
sink  into  chaos ;  Poland  will  resolve  again  into  Germany, 
and  Russia  will  find  a  southern  outlet  to  Trieste,  and 
take  over  Constantinople;  France  and  England  will  drift 
further  apart ;  America  will  ever  stand  aloof  from  Europe, 
buch  IS  the  popular  thinking  in  Hungary  to-day.  In 
the  midst  of  this  weltering  seething  chaos  and  eventual 
realignment,  Hungary  will  regain  her  own  and  become  a 
nation  with  political  power  and  cultural  influence.” 
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The  above  quotation  clearly  and  succinctly  sets  forth 
the  trend  of  thought  at  that  time  with  respect  to  present 
world  movements  in  the  readjustments  and  aUgnments  of 
international  relationships  and  territorial  expansion. 
Subsequent  and  recent  events  are  well-known  to  all  ob¬ 
servers  of  national  affairs  respecting  these  sections  among 
ini states  concerned,  where  the  cloudburst  of 
1914  deluged  the  whole  world,  sweeping  away  billions  of 
treasure  and  millions  of  the  best  manhood  of  modem 
times.  It  becomes,  therefore,  quite  evident  that  a  new 
international  statesmanship  must  now  enter  into  these 
world  readjustments  to  work  out  the  best  possible  human 
relationships  under  the  flags  of  all  nations.  This  is  es¬ 
sential  for  the  high  sftandard  set  for  the  rehabiUtation  of 
our  world  empire  and  the  perpetuity  and  maintenance  of 
world  democracy  for  which  the  nations  fought.  No  na¬ 
tion  should  be  recreant  to  such  a  high  and  noble  trust, 
nor  should  any  present-day  statesman  prove  false  to  the 
obligations  of  such  worthy  service. 

The  wisdom  of  such  a  national  policy  as  will  deter¬ 
mine  the  accomplishment  of  the  foregoing  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  smaller  states  is  indeed  apparent,  because  these 
states  need  to  guard  most  sacredly  the  very  best  policies 
and  fundamental  principles  actuating  and  underlying 
democratic  government,  in  order  to  maintain  a  stable  and 
safe  position  in  the  catalog  of  nations.  The  tendency 
on  part  of  Great  Powers  is  to  make  smaller,  weaker  states 
the  political  gambling  ground  of  these  powers,  now  in  the 
pme  for  world  prestige  and  territorial  expansion.  This 
IS  done  in  order  to  maintain  what  is  popularly  known 
as  “Zones  of  Influence”  on  part  of  these  nations.  But 
this  IS  no  day  for  the  mere  play  of  politics,  based  upon 
narrow  national  exclusiveness  backed  and  buttressed  by 
racial  prejudices.  Our  world  democracy  will  be  wrecked 
upon  this  dangerous  rock.  It  should  and  must  be  guided 
and  guarded  by  the  lofty  standards  of  true  patriotism 
on  part  of  present-day  statesmanship  as  applied  to  both 
state  and  church.  The  peace  of  Europe  and  the  concord 
of  the  world  find  to-day  its  highest  expression  in  a  World 
Court,  and  this  high  ideal  of  international  jurisprudence 
should  not  be  prostituted  upon  the  low  plane  of  partizan 
politics,  nor  subjected  to  the  grab  game  of  low-visioned 
demagogues  and  political  reactionaries  in  either  state 
assemblies,  national  congresses  and  legislatures,  parlia¬ 
ments  or  cabinets. 

The  supreme  test  of  world  democracy  is  now  being  de¬ 
termined  by  the  nations  around  the  globe.  Its  safety  and 
possibility  cannot  be  obtained  by  national  aloofness  from 
organized  international  government  agencies,  such  as  find 
true  national  expression  in  a  League  of  Nations  and  a 
World  Court.  These  two  great  agencies  were  set  in  op¬ 
eration  by  the  most  far-seeing  statesmanship,  that  states¬ 
manship  as  exemplified  in  the  life  and  character  of  Wood- 
row  Wilson,  Elihu  Root,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Charles 
Evans  Hughes,  men  possessing  true  statesmanship,  which 
functions  in  everything  that  fosters  the  concord  of  na¬ 
tions,  culminating  in  the  universal  triumph  of  truth  and 
the  brotherhood  of  man.  The  crux  of  this  great  world 
test  IS  truly  centered  in  the  United  States  of  America,  the 
now  greatest  self-governing  democracy  upon  the  globe. 

The  nationalities  of  the  whole  earth  find  a  habitat 
upon  the  American  commonwealth,  despite  the  restric¬ 
tions  of  our  immigration  laws,  and  this  great  nation  faces 
the  task  of  welding,  not  only  into  an  American  national¬ 
ism  these  millions,  but  in  a  larger  and  nobler  sense,  a 
world  citizenship  of  all  these  strangers  within  our  gates. 
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Such  a  task  must  be  faced  with  a  world  vision,  and  should 
be  mutually  borne  by  all  of  the  political  and  religious 
Aggregsites  under  the  ample  folds  of  “Old  Glory”  to  the 
extent  that  this  great  nation  would  exert  such  an  in¬ 
ternational  influence  that  the  nations  of  our  modem  times 
would  truly  “beat  their  swords  into  plowshares  and  their 
spears  into  pruning  hooks,”  in  fulfillment  of  ancient 
prophecy,  which  can  never  be  accomplished  in  the  make¬ 
shift  political  and  national  gesture  of  meaningless  “dis¬ 
armament”  so  weariedly  enunciated  through  the  public 
press  as  an  administrative  political  soothing  syrup. 
Emerson  once  wrote:  “America  is  God’s  last  chance  for 
the  human  race.”  If  such  be  true,  then  woe  to  this  great 
Republic  should  it  prove  recreant  to  its  God-appointed 
place  and  destiny  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  past  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  mark  the 
growth  and  expansion  of  popular  government  under  a 
representative  democracy  as  an  experiment  fraught  with 


the  most  far-reaching  consequences  in  its  final  analysis. 
This  land  of  the  free  and  home  of  the  brave,  where  human 
liberty  had  its  birth,  the  land  that  marks  the  high  tide 
of  twentieth  century  achievements  in  every  department  of 
human  endeavor,  situated  within  the  most  favored  zone 
for  thought  and  soul  expansion  upon  the  globe — what 
will  we  do  with  it.^  The  answer  comes  at  once  in  con¬ 
sideration  with  geographical  location  and  material  pos¬ 
sibilities — this  land  must  in  deed  and  truth  rise  to  the 
calls  of  more  than  a  hundred  millions  of  population,  com¬ 
prising  all  races  and  nationalities,  free  itself  from  the 
thralldom  of  national  moral  turpitude  discovered  within 
its  political  life,  extricate  itself  from  the  deeply  imbedded 
fangs  of  racial  prejudice,  build  again  its  tottering  struc¬ 
ture  upon  the  enduring  principles  of  constitutional  law, 
enforce  the  constitutional  rights  of  all  men,  and  fix  its 
place  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  for  world  peace. 

(To  be  concluded  in  next  issue) 


The  Rev.  R.  A.  Wallace  Passes 

By  the  Rev.  J.  E.  A.  Johns 


Richard  henry  Wallace,  the  son  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Henry  and  Nancy  Russell  Wallace,  was  born 
*  near  Fairlee,  in  Kent  County,  Maryland,  August 
2,  1871.  His  early  manhood  was  spent  in  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  where  his  devotion  to  church  life  led  him,  while 
yet  tender,  into  the  way  of  right  living. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Scott,  at  Haven 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Wilmington,  Delaware,  on 
the  site  where  the  remains  of  the  deceased  rest  for  our 
last  view,  and  while  singing  in  the  choir,  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  gospel  and  the  song,  “It  is  well  with  my 
soul,”  he  gave  his  heart  to  the  Lord  and  found  pardon, 
and  on  through  life  he  delighted  to  recall  this  the  memory 
spot  where  the  lasting  evidence  of  the  new  life  that  was 
imparted  to  him  which  marked  the  start  into  the  long  life 
of  service  he  has  since  given  freely  to  the  Master’s  cause. 
His  first  marriage  was  of  short  duration,  caused  by  his 
companion’s  death.  From  that  union  one  daughter,  Mrs. 
Mabel  Turner,  survives  him. 

Following  the  change  caused  by  the  death  of  his  com¬ 
panion  he  entered  Lincoln  University  to  make  preparation 
for  greater  usefulness,  from  whence  he  graduated  and 
taught  school  for  six  years.  The  greater  call  was  felt 
and  acknowledged  during  these  years  of  public  service, 
which  led  him  to  join  the  Delaware  Annual  Conference 
in  1904. 

In  1906  he  was  married  to  Miss  Estelle  Dillahay,  of 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  who  has  served  with  him  during 
the  remaining  days  of  his  ministry  and  life.  To  this  union 
three  children  were  bom,  two  of  whom  preceded  their 
father  into  the  mystic  veil. 

The  Conference  life  of  our  brother  was  marked  with 
earnestness  and  rewarded  with  the  highest  gift  of  our 
Conference. 

He  served  during  the  twenty-two  years  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  charges:  Cape  May,  New  Jersey;  Denton,  Mary¬ 
land  ;  Laurel,  Delaware ;  Easton,  Maryland ;  Chestertown, 
Maryland;  Frankford,  Pennsylvania  (twice)  ;  Centerville 
District,  five  years,  and  a  few  months  filling  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  the  late  J.  W.  Fenderson,  at 


Nanticoke,  Maryland,  where  he  fell  in  the  harness,  which 
was  really  filling  his  expressed  desire  touching  the  end. 

The  stroke  that  ended  his  career  was  visible  nearly 
four  years  ago,  and  had  gradually  wrecked  his  house 
of  clay,  in  spite  of' the  professional  efforts  to  check  the 
mighty  forces  that  worked  to  this  sad  end. 

To  him  the  opening  of  this  Conference  year  was  nearly 
all  darkness ;  to  the  writer  he  remarked,  “I  thought  it  was 
about  the  end,  I  could  not  hold  my  thoughts.”  However, 
he  rallied  and  hoped  to  make  it.  At  his  third  Quarterly 
Conference,  held  one  week  before  the  fatal  stroke,  he 
expressed  high  hopes  and  determination  to  regain  the 
lost  ground  and  be  himself  in  the  work  once  more ;  but 
lurking  then  and  there  was  the  arch  enemy  of  physical 
life  ready  to  make  or  deliver  the  final  blow,  for  about  the 
same  time  one  week  later  he  fell,  uttering  the  remark  to 
his  wife,  “This  is  the  end.”  Remaining  unconscious  there¬ 
after,  and  speechless,  excepting  an  effort  on  the  following 
Tuesday  when  he  was  understood  to  say  “Amen”  after  ' 
what  seemed  an  effort  to  pray,  and  he  uttered  the  words, 
“I  am  going  home.”  Thursday  night,  December  23, 1926, 
about  eleven-thirty,  he  quietly  passed  to  the  great  beyond. 

During  those  days  and  nights  of  tense  anxiety  (from 
Saturday  until  Thursday)  his  wife  and  the  good  people 
of  Nanticoke  were  constantly  by  his  side  rendering  all 
service  possible  for  comfort  to  the  fast-failing  form, 
then  the  vigil  of  those  anxious  days  and  nights  ended,  he 
having  joined  the  innumerable  host  that  have  passed  the 
veil,  leaving  to  mourn  their  loss  his  wife,  daughter,  and 
son,  Richard  H.,  Jr.,  and  many  relatives  and  friends. 

It  is  just  to  say  that  the  church  he  was  serving  gave 
their  best  for  his  comfort,  and  are  real  companions  to 
the  bereaved  wife  and  son,  and,  further,  that  Doctor 
Fields,  his  physician,  had  his  full  confidence,  and  that  he 
could  not  have  done  more  in  the  way  of  service  intended 
to  restore  the  patient  had  he  been  his  own  brother  in 
the  kind  of  service  he  rendered  during  the  months  of  this  | 
his  last  pastorate  and  unto  the  end. 

Services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  E.  A.  Johns, 
district  superintendent  of  the  Salisbury  District,  assisted 
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by  colleagues  from  Philadelphia  and  Wilmington  Dis¬ 
tricts,  Drs.  T.  H.  Woodley  and  W.  C.  Thompson.  Rep- 
^  resentatives  from  each  charge  the  deceased  had  served 
were  present  to  pay  tribute  to  the  departed. 

Resting  From  Labor 

PRESIDENT  of  one  church  organization  for  twenty 
years  is  the  record  of  Mrs.  Lucy  Payne,  who  had 
held  the  presidency  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of 
Lewis  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  in  1907. 

Mrs.  Payne  was  born  at  Brunswick,  Missouri,  Decem¬ 
ber  19,  1857.  When  she  passed  to  her  reward,  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  10,  1927,  she  had  been  married  to  the  Rev.  L  F 
Payne  for  nearly  fifty  years.  This  happy  marriage  "oc¬ 
curred  at  Brunswick,  Missouri,  April  5,  1877.  To  them 
were  born  twelve  children,  five  of  whom  survive  her. 

Having  been  converted  at  thirteen  years  of  age,  she 
lived  consistently  the  Christian  life,  beautiful,  rich,  and 
lull,  in  loving  service  to  her  husband,  family,  and  com- 
munity.  For  this  life  of  service  fifty-six  years  long  shed 
its  radiancte  in  every  direction. 

Her  sad  demise  occurred  at  Glasgow,  Missouri,  leaving 
to  bemoan  her  homegoing  her  husband,  the  Rev.  L.  F. 
Payne;  Mrs.  Wayne  Langdon,  Moberly,  Missouri,  daugh- 
ter,  and  four  sons:  Alvin,  of  Los  Angeles;  Lemuel,  New 
Britain,  Connecticut;  Lloyd,  New  York  City,  and  Curtis, 
Kansas  City.  She  verily  is  resting  from  her  labors. 

Death  Takes 
The  Rev.  J.  C.  Eusail 

By  Rev.  C.  E.  Whitiker 

IN  THE  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.”  While  going 
about  his  daily  routine  of  business,  and  apparently 
in  a  fair  state  of  health.  Dr.  J.  C.  Eusan  was  called 
trom  labor  to  reward,  Monday  morning,  February  21, 

A  1927.  He  was  stricken  with  paralysis  just  as  he  was’ 

^  about  to  make  his  second  trip  to  the  city  Monday  mom- 
ning,  and  breathed  his  last  breath  about  2  P.  M.  the 
same  day.  He  did  not  regain  sufficient  consciousness  to 
say  anything;  death  was  not  a  struggle  for  him  He  ; 
sjmply  slept  away.  Rev.  J.  W.  Warren,  the  members  of  ' 
ne  family,  and  a  few  friends  witnessed  his  passing.  j 

Dr.  J.  C.  Eusan  was  bom  in  Daisy,  Louisiana.  His  t 
parents  were  Charlie  and  Jennie  Eusan.  He  began  his  ] 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Daisy,  Louisiana.  Later  t 
ho  entered  New  Orleans  College.  He  finished  his  college 
work  in  Wiley  College,  receiving  the  degrees  A.B.  and  i 
i.B.  Realizing  that  he  was  to  be  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  t 
e  entered  Gammon  Theological  Seminary.  He  finished  t 
his  course  in  Gammon  and  received  the  degVee  of  Bachelor  n 
of  Divinity.  P 

•  X 

In  1898  he  was  admitted  on  trial  in  the  Texas  Con-  c 
erence  and  assigned  to  the  work  at  Greenville,  Texas,  ir 
Ihree  years  later  he  transferred  to  the  West  Texas  Con-  p 
.^terence.  He  has  served  faithfully  the  following  appoint-  In 
jnents  in  the  West  Texas  Conference ;  Winchester,  2  years ;  oi 
iddings,  1  year;  Lockhart,  1  year;  Yorktown,  17  years,  th 
«is  last  appointment  was  Lincoln  Heights  Methodist  T 
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Episcopal  Church,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  he  served 
a^ut  one  and  one-half  years.  It  was  in  his  pulpit  at 
Lincoln  Heights  that  he  preached  his  last  sermon,  Sun¬ 
day,  February  20,  1927. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Florence  Bloodworth,  of 
Lockhart,  Texas,  September  4,  1907.  They  went  imme¬ 
diately  to  Yorktown,  Texas,  where  they  lived  until  their 
coming  to  San  Antonio,  in  1923.  Of  this  union  three  sons 

were  bom:  Joseph  C.,  Jr.,  Wilbur  Thirkield,  and  Warren 
Harding  Eusan. 

an  educator,  he  taught  successfully  in  Louisiana 
and  lexas.  He  was  professor  of  Latin  in  Tillotson  Col¬ 
lege,  Austin,  Texas,  one  year.  He  was  principal  of  York¬ 
town  public  school  seventeen  years.  He  also  taught  one 
year  in  Grant  School,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

His  was  a  vigorous,  industrious,  high-purposed  life. 

He  leaves  a  devoted  wife,  three  sons,  and  a  host  of 
friends  to  mourn  their  loss.  He  was  a  scholar,  educator, 
preacher,  fraternalist,  and  Christian  citizen.  We  shall 
miss  Brother  Eusan,  and  his  place  in  the  Conference  will 
not  be  easy  to  fill.  The  ministers  of  the  West  Texas  Con¬ 
ference  and  their  wives  extend  their  heartfelt  sympathy 
to  Sister  Eusan  and  the  children  in  these  sad  hours  of 
bereavement. 

Brother  Eusan  is  gone.  But  it  can  be  truly  said  of 
nm  that  he  so  lived  that  when  his  summons  came  to  ioin 
that  innumerable  caravan  where  each  must  take  his  sta¬ 
tion  in  the  silent  halls  of  death,  that  he  went  not  like  the 
quarry  slave  at  night,  scourged  to  his  dungeon,  but 
soothed  and  sustained  by  an  unfaltering  tmst,  he  ap¬ 
proached  his  grave  like  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his 
couch  about  him  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams.’ 

SAX  ANTONIO,  TEXAS. 


Sam  Huston  College  Holds  All- 
Texas  Epworth  League 
Institute 

A  STATEWIDE  Epworth  League  institute,  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Frederick  H.  Butler,  of 
Chicago,  secretary  of  the  Epworth  League  as  it 
relates  to  the  Negro  work  in  the  United  States,  convened, 

Hnston  College.  The  institute 
eluded  the  leaders  of  the  several  district  institutes  of  the 
Texas  and  the  West  Texas  Conferences,  and  has  as  busi¬ 
ness  the  study  of  attitudes  and  problems  of  the  youth  of 
to-day  and  the  instmction  of  the  leaders  in  Epworth 

League  work  for  the  district  institutes  to  be  held  in  Texas 
this  summer. 

The  unique  feature  of  the  bi-conference  Epworth 
League  meeting  consisted  of  the  presence  and  service  of 
ree  officers  from  Chicago  headquarters.  In  addition 
to  Doctor  Butler,  there  were  present  Dr.  Blaine  E.  Kirk- 
pa  rick,  secreUry  of  the  department  of  the  Epworth 
League  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  and  Dr.  Merrill  J.  Holmes,  director  of 
institutes  of  the  department.  The  officers  were  well 
pleased  with  the  results  of  the  meeting,  and  Doctor  Butler 
happily  looks  forward  to  increased  interest,  more  efficient 
organization,  and  larger  returns  to  the  welfare  of  youth 
Uirough  the  Epworth  League  district  institutes  of  the 
Texas  and  West  Texas  Conferences. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IjrmvATKnrAL  Sbum 

By  the  Rev.  Edward  R.  Lewis,  A.M. 
ANSWERING  CHRIST’S  CALL 


SECOND  QUARTER. 

Omurai  Title — ^Peter  Becomes  a 

Disciple  of  Jesus. 

Lenon  Material — ^Mark  1.  14-18,  29-81. 

Additional  Material  for  Teachers — John  1. 
40-42. 

Oolden  Tewt — “Come  ye  after  me,  and  I 
will  make  you  to  become  fishers  of  men.” 
(Mark  1.  17.) 

Devotional  Reading — 1  John  4.  9-16. 

LIFE  OF  PETER 

Peter’s  Gospel.  Our  lesson  text  is  taken 
from  the  Gospel  according  to  Mark.  This  is 
appropriate,  since  there  is  an  ancient  and 
persistent  tradition,  frequently  appearing  in 
the  early  church  writings,  that  Mark’s  Gospel 
depends  on  Peter.  It  is  asserted  that  Mark 
was  wrltt^  in  Rome,  the  traditional  scene 
of  Peter’s  important  work,  and  that  Mark 
got  much  of  his  information  directly  from 
Peter.  We  know  that,  although  Mark  was 
not  an  apostle,  he  was  dosely  associated  with 
Peter,  who  is  represented  (in  First  Peter) 
as  caUing  John  Mark  his  son  (in  the  faith). 

To  be  sure,  John  Mark  was  a  cousin  of 
Barnabas,  and  was  with  Paul  and  Barnabas 
on  their  first  missionary  journey.  Thus  he 
must  have  had  abundant  opportunity  to  gain 
accurate  information  concerning  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  the  new  religion.  Nevertheless,  it 
is  easy  to  imagine  that  the  impetuous  spirit 
of  Peter  is  reproduced  to  a  certain  extent 
in  the  abrupt  and  vigorous  style  of  the  short¬ 
est  and  earliest  Gk>spel.  Hence  there  is  a 
certain  justification  (in  the  light  of  the  old 
tradition)  in  calling  this  “Peter’s  Gospel.” 
Of  course,  this  is  oidy  a  tentative  judgment; 
but  we  suggest  it  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
we  are  to  study  the  life  and  letters  of  Peter 
during  this  quarter. 

In  the  first  half  of  the  second  century 
there  was  a  certain  bishop  of  Hierapolis  by 
the  name  of  Papias.  Eusebius,  the  famous 
church  historian  of  the  fourth  century,  quotes 
from  this  earlier  writer  as  follows:  “Mark, 
being  the  interpreter  of  Peter,  wrote  down 
accurately  everything  that  he  remembered, 
not  however  recording  in  order  what  was  said 
or  done  by  Christ.  For  neither  did  he  hear 
the  Lord  nor  follow  Him,  but  afterward,  as 
I*  said,  attended  Peter,  who  adapted  his  in¬ 
structions  to  the  needs  of  his  hearers,  but 
bad  no  purpose  of  giving  a  connected  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  Lord’s  words.  Mark  made  no 
mistake  as  he  wrote  down  thus  certain  things 
as  he  remembered  them,  for  he  was  careful 
not  to  omit  anything  that  he  heard  or  to  set 
down  any  false  statement.” 

As  we  go  to  the  Gospel  of  Mark,  from 
time  to  time,  as  our  source  for  the  life  of 
Peter,  it  may  be  Interesting  and  helpful  to 
remember  this  old  tradition  which  associates 
this  story  so  Intimately  with  Peter’s  experi¬ 
ence  and  influence. 

Jesus’  First  Sermon.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  Jesus’  first  preaching,  after  John 
the  Baptist  was  delivered  up,  followed  very 
closely  the  theme  of  the  Bap^Ps  eidiortation. 
Before  this  time  evidently  Jesus  thought  of 
Himself,  in  a  sense  at  least,  as  John’s  dbciple. 
Now  that  John’s  public  ministry  had  come 
to  an  abrupt  end,  Jesus  came  into  prominence, 
preaching  as  John  had  preached,  urging  to 
immediate  repentance  as  John  had  exhorted. 

There  was  a  tragic  urgency  about  this 
preaching  which  muirt  have  held  the  nervous 
attention  of  Peter’s  fiery  mind.  Jesus  came 
into  Galilee  declaring,  “The  time  is  fulfilled, 
and  the  kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand.”  Peter’s 
genius  was  not  of  the  calm  and  cautious  sort. 
His  loyalty  was  not  circumspect  .Peter’s 
affection  was  spontaneous,  his  decision  pas¬ 
sionate,  his  action  precipitate. 

Jesus’  ringing  call  to  repentance  must  have 
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come  to  the  ear  of  the  hardy  fisherman  some 
days  before  he  saw  the  Master  passing  along 
by  the  sea  of  Galilee.  The  challenge  of  His 
uncompromising  “Believe  in  the  Gospel!” 
must  have  strangely  stirred  the  heart  of  im¬ 
pulsive  Peter.  He  may  have  dimly  pondered 
this  matter.  He  did  not  comprehend  very 
clearly  what  this  new  kingdom  might  be;  but 
his  excitable  nature  was  ready  to  respond. 
More  than  this,  the  depths  of  him  were 
reached;  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  he  felt 
that  a  great  cause,  more  than  worthy  of  his 
mightiest  inner  strivings,  was  approaching 
his  humble  and  hidden  ways. 

To  the  Place  of  Toil.  When  Jesus  wanted 
exacting  work  done,  he  went  to  the  place 
where  work  was  going  forward.  He  did 
not  seek  out  idlers.  He  went  to  the  sea¬ 
side,  where  hardy  flsherfolk  were  busy  cast¬ 
ing  their  nets  into  the  sea.  There  He  found 
Peter.  This  Peter  was  a  doer;  he  was  of 
the  dynamic  type.  He  may  have  been  se¬ 
cretly  dissatisfied  with  his  desiny ;  he  may 
have  been  troubled  with  doubts  and  inner 
longings.  But  this  did  not  prevent  him  from 
plying  his  trade  with  all  his  strength  and 
skill. 

Promotion  in  the  Fisheries.  Jesus  did  not 
deprecate  this  toil.  It  had  developed  qual¬ 
ities  of  courage  and  character  which  He 
needed  in  the  Kingdom  business.  He  wanted 
men  who  could  bring  things  to  pass,  who  had 
skill  and  endurance,  who  dared  the  fury  of 
storms,  and  hesitated  not  to  attempt  seem¬ 
ingly  impossible  tasks. 

Jesus  wished  to  capitalise  the  peculiar  skill 
developed  in  this  arduous  trade,  and  so  of¬ 
fered  to  promote  these  expert  laborers  in  the 
same  profession  of  fishing.  He  would  ad¬ 
vance  them  in  their  chosen  and  familiar  trade. 
He  would  sublimate  their  ambitions  and  ex¬ 
alt  their  ideals  of  service.  “Come  ye  after 
me,”  He  said,  “and  I  will  make  you  to  be¬ 
come  fishers  of  men.” 

OTHER  COURSES 

Primary — Giving  Another  the  First  Choice. 

Lesson  Material:  Gen.  18.  1-12. 

Junior — Jesus’  Last  Supper  With  His 
Friends. 

Lesson  Material:  Mark  14.  12-26. 
Intermediate-Senior — ^Making  the  Great  De¬ 
cision. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessox  for  Sxjxdat,  April  8,  1927 
“I  itfill  make  you  to  become  fishers  of  men” 
(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

To  be  a  good  fisherman  means  a  careful 
understanding  of  the  nature  and  habits  of  the 
fish  one  is  trying  to  catch.  Jesus  knew  men 
and  understood  how  to  make  an  effective 
call.  When  He  called  Simon  and  Andrew, 
“They  straightway  forsook  their  nets  and  fol¬ 
lowed  him.”  They  were  a  success  in  catch¬ 
ing  fish  which  soon  must  perish;  He  calls 
them  to  catch  men  that  they  might  live  for¬ 
ever.  The  sequel  proves  that  they  were  as 
good  catching  men  as  fish.  It  was  Peter’s 
sermon  that  drew  so  largely  after  Pentecost 
as  to  add  to  the  King^dom  three  thousand 
in  one  day,  the  most  of  whom  went  out  to 
be  missionaries. 

The  great  sea  of  human  life  is  yet  full 
of  men  to  be  saved  by  the  gospel  net  and 
called  by  the  voice  Divine  to  the  service  in 
catching  men.  There  are  more  heathen  now 
in  India  than  when  Wm.  Carey  first  preached 
to  its  people.  There  are  more  in  China  than 
when  Morrison  first  began  his  g^eat  work 
of  translating  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  their 
language.  Of  course,  there  are  more  Chris¬ 


tians  in  all  these  lands,  for  there  are  more 
people.  The  fishing  is  good  all  along  the 
line.  God  wants  us  each  to  become  fishers 
of  men  where  we  are  and  unto  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  world. 

What,  after  all,  constitutes  a  call  to  become 
a  saver  of  men  and  to  the  mission  fields? 
The  call  centers  in  the  need  and  becomes 
effective  when  the  need  is  made  known.  With 
the  call  is  the  promise  of  power  to  meet  the 
need.  “I  will  make  you  to  become  fishers 
men”  is  equal  to  saying,  I  will  train  you  to 
catch,  or  save,  men;  and  I  will  see  that  you 
are  successful  fishers  of  men.  The  call  is 
to  feel  the  need  and  a  call  to  prepare  to 
meet  the  need.  Many  wasteful  lives  could 
have  been  useful  for  the  Kingdom  had  prepa¬ 
ration  been  made  for  service.  Many  have 
left  the  finest  prospects  in  home  life  to  be¬ 
come  missionaries  in  foreign  lands. 

People  who,  like  Peter,  have  a  vocation  and 
are  busy,  are  among  those  who  make  the  best 
workers  in  the  Kingdom.  God  wants  men 
and  women  who  have  learned  the  value  of 
time  and  how  to  make  the  most  of  an  oppor¬ 
tunity;  such  as  are  alert  to  the  call  of  the 
hour  and  have  learned  to  put  first  things 
first.  They  must  see  “the  kingdom  of  God  at 
•hand”  with  its  every  demand,  and  make  it 
the  first  business  in  their  lives.  The  call 
was  never  more  urgent  than  now,  and  the  call 
of  this  lesson  should  mean  that  some  in  every 
Sunday  school  go  out  to  become  fishers  of 
men. 

OAUMOX  SEMIXART. 


Resolutions’ 


Adopted  by  the  Faculty,  Alumni,  Student- 
body  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  on 
the  Gammon  Alumni  Lectures,  Delivered 
by  the  Rev.  Bishop  William  Fraser  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
February  14-17,  in  Thirkield  Hall. 

Our  seminary  regards  it  a  good  fortune  to 
have  the  Rev.  Bishop  William  F.  McDowell, 
D.D.,  LL.D.,  as  her  alumni  lecturer  in  this 
year  of  g^ace.  The  course  of  lectures,  de¬ 
livered  under  the  general  caption,  “That  I 
May  Save  Some,”  in  five  separate  lectures 
on  different  days,  was  attended  by  our  whole 
faculty,  many  alumni,  the  student  body,  fac¬ 
ulty  members  and  students  of  Clark  'Uni¬ 
versity,  Atlanta  University,  and  many  preach¬ 
ers  and  Christian  workers  from  the  city  of 
Atlanta  and  contiguous  cities,  and  also  by 
representatives  of  Emory  University  and 
Candler  Theological  Seminary,  and  pastors 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
and  other  denominations,  with  our  Resident- 
Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  as 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Bishop  McDowell’s  clear,  philosophical,, 
thoughtful,  and  Biblical  deliverances  upon 
many  of  the  various  phases  of  ministerial 
preparation  and  spirit  for  the  supreme  busi¬ 
ness  of  saving  mankind  revealed  him  to  be 
a  wide  reader,  cogent  reasoner,  and  a  faithful 
disciple  of  the  mind  of  Christ,  and  a  con¬ 
vincing  speaker  inspired  with  the  divine 
conviction,  so  serious  was  he  to  get  his 
spiritual  message  over  to  his  audience  that 
he  forgot  his  well-known  flights  of  oratory. 
He  spoke  out  of  his  cultivated  and  enriched 
mind  and  a  heart  aflame  with  the  seal  of  his 
Master  for  the  saving  of  some. 

The  audience  was  brought  face  to  face  with 
the  Great  Teacher  and  Saviour  of  men  and 
was  impressed  that,  without  the  heart-pur¬ 
pose  and  divine  motives  that  led  Him  to 
Calvary,  the  present-day  ministry  is  an  utter 
failure.  We  saw  the  Crucified  One  and  heard 
Him  say,  “I  am  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and 
the  Life.” 


The  lectures  were  more  than  an  intellectual 
treat  from  a  cultivated  and  profound  scholar 
and  preacher;  they  were  sermons  delivered 
from  Golgotha  and  the  open  tomb. 

We  said  to  the  great  preacher,  brother, 
bishop,  and  friend,  we  thank  you;  God  bless 
you. 

The  presence  of  Mrs.  William  F.  McDowell 
with  her  great  husband  added  a  distinct  pleas¬ 
ure  to  all  of  the  meetings. 


We  cannot  close  this  series  of  resolutions 
without  expressing  gratitude  to  the  Rev. 
Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  for 
his  untiring  seal  and  devotion  to  the  bringing 
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of  this  lectureship  to  such  splendid  fruition 
as  appears  to-day;  and  also  to  our  Resi¬ 
dent-Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson,  who,  by  per- 
^sonal  contribution  and  unflagging  interest  in 
^his  lectureship  and  the  welfare  of  the  semi- 
V^ary,  helped  to  make  the  lectureship  a  beau¬ 
tiful  success  this  day. 


Be  it  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  be  given  to  Bishop  McDowell, 
Bishop  Jones,  and  Bishop  Richardson,  ahd  a 
copy  be  made  a  part  of  the  record  of  the 
faculty  of  the  seminary,  and  a  copy  be  fur- 
nished  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate 
and  others. — George  H.  Trever 


What  Other 
Folks  Say — 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Troy,  Mo. — The  Lincoln  Day  program  was 
fittingly  carried  out,  Sunday,  February  18, 
by  the  choir  and  the  young  people  of  Wes- 
ley  Chapel.  The  singing  was  Indeed  excel¬ 
lent.  The  regular  Lincoln  Day  program  was 
supplemented  by  home  talent.  Many  fine  ad¬ 
dresses  were  made,  select  readings,  recita- 
tions,  and  essays.  An  offering  to  the  amount 
of  $7  was  taken  for  World  Service.  Our 
district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  C.  S 
Webster,  of  the  Hannibal  District,  held  the 
fourth  Quarterly  Conference  and  the  meeting 
for  this  charge  on  January  29  and  30.  The 
reports  indicated  that  some  progress  had 
been  made  over  the  third  quarter.  Our  series 
of  meetings  started  on  watch  night  and  ran 
^0  weeks,  with  some  results.  The  Rev.  J 
n  Truesdale,  Mo.,  and  the  Rev. 

C.  S.  Webster,  gave  valuable  service.  The 
pastor.  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Smith,  is  doing  his  full 
l^hare  in  carrying  forward  the  work  of  the 
»hnrch.  All  things  seemingly  are  working 
together  for  good. — Viola  Harmond,  Secre¬ 
tary. 

Pueblo,  Colo.— Scotts  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  growing  wonderfully 
un^der  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  G.  N.  Jones, 
who  has  been  our  pastor  since  October.  When 
he  came  to  this  charge,  the  morale  was  very 
low,  but  we  feel  very  much  encouraged  since 
his  coming.  We  have  raised  over  $600  in 

one-third  of  the 
World  Service  money.  Eleven  members  have 
been  added  to  the  church.  Our  Christmas 
morning  exercise  was  the  best  ever  given  at 
this  church.  A  large  Christmas  tree  laden 
with  gifts  was  presented  for  the  Sunday 
school.  The  Epworth  League,  under  the 
leadership  of  Miss  Fannie  Rowell,  is  indeed 
growing  Interesting.  Through  the  efforts  of 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jones,  Mrs.  Fleta  Banks  ' 
hM  accepted  the  office  as  president  of  the  i 
choir,  and  with  the  new  song  books,  our  choir 
promise  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  Pueblo.  Mrs.  < 
Bessie  Marshall  is  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 

putting  new  life  in  the  j 
wort  We  are  planning  for  a  great  and  glori-  ^ 
ous  Easter.  The  church  is  very  proud  of  its  ‘ 
1  are  loved  and  rL  1 

iflErter  Bessie  Marshall,  Re-  • 


the  Rev.  W.  M.  Neal,  has  just  closed  a  suc¬ 
cessful  Twelve  Tribe  rally.  On  February  20, 
despite  the  disagreeable  weather,  the  faithful 
few  came  and  laid  on  the  table,  as  foUows: 
Bros.  J.  A.  Bumpers,  O.  Z.  Summerhill,  Mes- 
dames  Mary  Summerhill,  Ida  Parker,  Anna 

Muzie  Davis, 
Martin 

Par^r,  $6.66;  Miss  Gladys  Buchaner,  $3;  R. 

®®ttha  Parker,  Mrs.  Ag- 

w?  f^ii®  ^  ^uch;  Bob 

*  1  I  public  collection,  $6.60;  grand 

total,  ^8.66.  We  are  willing  and  ready  to 
do  all  we  can  to  foster  the  cause  of  our 
Lord  and  Christ.  The  Sunday  school,  with 
our  superintendent,  Mr.  R.  M.  Parker,  and 
his  board  of  officers,  is  in  splendid  shape,  and 
we  are  working  hard  to  advance  the  cause. 
We  have  a  CTaded  Sunday  school  of  which 
we  are  proud.  It  is  one  of  the  best  on  the 
Dickson  District.  The  officers  and  members 
are  wor^ng  hard  to  have  everything  ready 
for  the  District  Conference,  which  will  con- 
^ne  the  latter  part  of  July.  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society,  under  the  leader- 
^ip  of  Mrs.  Anna  Buchaner,  Mrs.  Mazie 
Davis,  and  Mrs.  Earley  Neal,  has  boueht  a 
nice  carpet  for  the  pulpit.  May  the  Lord 
continue  great  blessings  upon  these  faithful 
sisters. — O.  Z.  Summerhill,  Reporter. 


Bubbard  Texas.-We.  the  pastor  and 
members  of  Pelham  circuit,  are  riad  to  sav 
far  °  TV**’  **’®  brought  us  safe  this 

vtar  K  after  a 

year  of  bard  work,  1926,  we  found  ourselves 

alumn  because  of  the 

market.  Under  the  care- 
leadership  of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  L.  E. 
muse,  we  have  been  given  a  wonderful  plan, 
ne  has  asked  each  man  and  woman  to  tithe 
M  definite  things.  The  Rev. 

P®y‘"«  ten  per  cent  of  his 
Misry.  The  names  of  those  who  pledged 
»  tithe,  are  as  follows:  Mrs.  L.  A.  Kichie 

^  hogs; 

f- ttoss,  one  acre  corn;  Willie  Caruth- 
Muse,  eggs  and 
'^*ttie  Ross,  eggs  and  chick- 
pKuu  Sweeney  and  E.  Thomas,  egrs  and 
chickens;  M  Wilson,  potatoes,  J.’  I^fshing- 
n,  corn.  Geo.  Henderson,  hogs,  Monroe 

liathiaK 

cS  Chickens.  Others  will 

1  ^“ttr.  Wesley 

charges  are  planting 
^enty  acres  of  cotton,  ten  acres  each,  to  pay 

I"  Delphi 

**  r«EP“d  ***'’■•  tor  our  shc- 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Muse,  Reporter. 

John  Methodist 
®Pl8copal  Church,  under  the  leadership  of 


Jasper  Ta»a».— Holmes  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  moving  on  nicely  under 
w  ‘c^^cfsbip  of  our  worthy  pastor,  the  Rev. 
W.  L.  Sonier.  On  watch  night  we  had  a  won¬ 
derful  service  at  Jamestown,  one  of  the 
churches  on  the  circuit  The  pastor  was 
overshadowed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  He  came 
with  a  burning  message  that  shall  never  be 
forgotten.  After  which  sixty-six  partook  of 
the  sacrament.  The  first  quarter  was  held 
at  J^estown,  with  our  district  superintend¬ 
ent.  Dr.  J  W.  Gilder,  presiding.  All  officers 
made  good  reports,  as  follows:  A.  W.  Arm¬ 
strong,  superintendent  of  Sunday  school  and 
district  steward,  reported  $10  for  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  $6  for  World  Service.  Others 
who  reported  World  Service  money  in  the 
first  quarter,  were:  Mrs.  Artie  Sells,  president 
Epworth  League,  $6;  Mrs.  Rena  Barclay, 
ffll*®ii»  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society, 
A-j  a®‘  Johnson,  president  Ladies’ 

district  superintendent  was 
paid  in  full  to  the  amount  of  $40;  the  pas- 
^  Sonier,  $6,  for  World  Service, 
$30.  The  entire  circuit  is  all  smiles  over  the 
way  our  new  pastor  is  bringing  things  to 
PM®,  and  the  brothers  are  standing  by  him. 
Much  improvement  hM  been  made  on  the 
parsonage.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
the  Rev.  Sonier  and  his  helpmatCy  who  are 
sacrificing  their  lives  for  the  work  of  the 
Master.  Under  his  Chrlstly  leadership  we 
cannot  fail. — Gladys  M.  Johnson,  Reporter. 


I  Setting  the  pace — 

Your  new  Eleinent^  Magaziiie  is  in 
a  class  by  itself.  In  religious  education  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  setting  the 
pee  for  other  communions." — Aibott  B^k 
Director  Religious  Education,  Union  Avenue 
Christian  Church,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Best  in  its  field — 

“I  have  received  and  devoured  the  January 
and  February  issues  of  The  Elementary 
Magazine.  It  is  truly  the  most  helpful 
thing  I  ye  ever  seen  for  elementary  workers 
and  shall  recommend  it  everywhere  1  go  " 
—Etta  Mai  Russell,  Deft.  Elementary  Work, 
Oaltimore  Conference  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  Sunday  School  Board  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C. 

Standard  for  all — 

I  *1'"^  Elementary  Magazine  is  de- 
lightful.  You  have  set  a  standard  for  all 
of  us  to  try  to  reach.  You  must  have  some 
sort  of  magic  that  makes  one  dollar  do  the 
work  of  two  to  be  able  to  give  us  anything 
as  unusual  at  such  a  price. 

fTTn 

School  Boardy  Nashvillcy  Term. 

Btementary  Magasine 
Single  auMcriptlons,  annual  oni^  ti.OO. 
For  sample  copies  address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 

Detroit  Plmburgh 
City  San  Franciico  Portland,  Ot«. 


.Jonesboro,  Oa. — The  pastor,  officers,  and 
members  of  the  Jonesboro  and  Red  Oak 
charge  have  set  their  sails  for  1927.  Deter¬ 
mined  to  weather  the  storm  of  opposition 
and  the  breakers  of  disappointment,  having 
undergirded  our  vessel  with  faith  and  humble 
prayer,  we  are  guaranteed  a  safe  and  suc¬ 
cessful  voyage.  The  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  at  Andrews  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  the  Rev.  D.  H.  Stanton,  our 
efficient  and  much  beloved  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  in  the  chair.  Despite  the  con¬ 
tinued  rain  and  cold  weather,  the  Confer¬ 
ence  was  quite  a  success,  and  well  attended 
Splendid  reports  were  rendered,  showing  that 
some  improvements  were  being  made  on  the 
charge.  Mr.  M.  Bell  presented  the  annual 
report  for  the  board  of  trustees.  It  showed 
that  the  temporal  and  financial  affairs  of 
Andrews  Chapel  had  been  carefully  looked 
after,  and  its  Indebtedness  carefully  guarded. 
The  report  was  highly  commended  by  the 
district  superintendent.  The  officers  of  Red 
Oak  church,  hindered  by  the  rain  and  cold 


'  weather,  finally  made  their  arrival,  led  by 

5  ?®bney,  Ragland,  Barnes, 

_  and  others,  more  determined  to  put  the  pro- 

'  gram  over  than  ever  before.  They  had  a 

1  tt  in  earnest. 

The  officers  of  Andrews  Chapel,  led  by 

i  Dixson,  Burnet^ 

nd  M.  Bell,  and  the  good  women,  waxed 
!  «“=eedingly  warm  in  their  determination  to 
meet  Red  Oak  church  on  half-way  ground. 
I  f*®*r>^*  .  superintendent  was  highly 
pleMed  with  the  progress  that  the  charM  is 
making  under  the  present  administrartion. 
The  way  is  clear,  and  unless  all  signs  fail, 
thi®  will  be  one  of  the  best  and  most  suc- 
cessful  years  that  the  charge  hM  had.  The 
thousand  dollar  rally  for  Andrews  Chapel 
claimed  a  part  of  the  attention  of  the  Con- 
ferencfc  The  plan  outlined  by  the  pMtor 
and  official  board  of  the  church  wm  accepted 
Q““tterly  Conference.  This  means 
that  the  heavy  mortgage  on  our  church  and 
parsonage  property  will  soon  be  canceled. 
The  church  and  basement  will  then  be  com- 
pleted,  giving  us  one  of  the  best  appoint¬ 
ments  within  the  bounds  of  the  Atlanta  Con¬ 
ference.  The  light  of  activity  shines  now  as 
never  before,  and  our  people  feel  that  this  is 
the  time  to  do  the  job.  So  they  are  willing 

and  to  pay  the  price 
that  the  vexing  mortgage  might  be  lifted. 
At  the  close  of  the  Conference  session,  the 
ladies  of  Andrews  Chapel  served  dinner  to 

®  *  present  May 

God  bless  these  good  women  who  are  doine 
so  much  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
1  ruly  these  are  some  of  the  most  loyal  peo¬ 
ple  in  Methodism.  On  Sunday  the  district 
superintendent  was  really  and  truly  at  his 
best.  The  morning  message  will  long  be  re¬ 
membered  by  the  large  and  appreciative 
audience.  Many  souls  were  made  to  rejoice. 
Ihe  district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full. 
Thus  passed  into  history  the  work  of  the 
Conference  year,  which 
IS  said  by  the  older  officers  of  the  charge  to 
be  one  of  the  best  and  most  satisfactory 
Confere^es  held  on  this  charge  in  many 

C.  W.  Adams, 

has  the  work  well  in  hand,  and  every  depart¬ 
ment  of  church  work  is  being  thoroughly  or¬ 
ganized.  Pray  for  us.— M.  L.  Brown, 
Reporter.  ’ 
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District 

District  Round 

LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT 
Second  Round — Carthage  and  Bunn,  March 
29-31;  Elbethel  and  St.  Luke,  April  2,  3; 
St.  Francis  and  Mount  OUie,  2,  3;  Johnson- 
ville  and  Hermitage,  9,  10;  Holly  Springs 
and  Rison,  16,  17;  Hensley  and  St.  Mark, 
23,  24;  Altheimer  Ct.,  30  to  May  1;  Pine 
Bluff,  St.  James,  8,  9;  Pine  Bluff  Ct.,  7,  8; 
Gould  and  Maroney,  14-16;  McGehee,  23,  24; 
Dermott,  20-22;  Eudora  and  Avery,  21,  22; 
Boydell  Mission,  24;  Sweet  Home  and  Dun¬ 
can  Chapel,  29,  80;  Hot  Springs,  June  6,  6; 
Malvern,  7;  White  Memorial  Church,  12,  13; 
Brown’s  Chapel,  19,  20;  Wesley  Chapel,  19,  20. 

Dear  Brethren:  Don’t  let  your  World  Serv¬ 
ice  collections  lag;  take  the  collection  each 
week.  Plan  to  make  Easter  a  great  day 
for  World  Service.  The  church  asks  that 
we  observe  the  annual  World  Service  roil 
call  during  the  month  of  May.  Don’t  for¬ 
get  our  $50,000  drive  for  Philander  Smith 
College.  The  church  expects  each  man  to  do 
his  duty  on  all  these  claims.  Don’t  forget 
the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  By 
our  works  we  are  known. — W.  S.  Sherrill, 
District  Superintendent. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

BROWNWOOD,  TEXAS 
Emanuel  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church:  The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was 
held  February  6  and  6,  1927,  with  the  su¬ 
perintendent  in  the  chair.  All  reports  were 
good.  On  Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  Dr.  Black- 
nell,  district  superintendent,  brought  to  us  a 
burning  message;  at  7..30  P.  M.  he  preached 
to  us  again  out  of  his  heart.  Paid  the  su¬ 
perintendent  in  full,  $26.25;  paid  pastor,  $23; 
raised  for  Minutes,  $4;  total  raised,  ^3.25. 
— Rev.  J.  C.  Brown,  Pastor. 

COLFAX,  LA. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
December  30,  with  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Earles  pre¬ 
siding.  All  officers  were  present  with  good 
and  encouraging  reports.  The  superintend¬ 
ent  was  well  pleased  with  the  work.  He 
gave  us  the  district  password,  also  the  watch¬ 
word.  After  Conference  adjourned,  the  su¬ 
perintendent  and  pastor  were  given  a  recep¬ 
tion.  Our  church  is  on  the  upward  trend 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Clark. 
The  Home  Mission  sisters,  under  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  Sister  Irene  Tolbert,  has  purchased 
curtains  for  the  church,  also  an  individual 
communion  service  outfit.  We  are  planning 
a  big  drive  on  Easter  for  World  Service. 
Watch  us  grow. — E.  R.  Turner,  Reporter. 

HARRISBURG,  TEXAS 
Sunday,  February  6,  was  a  day  of  spiritual 
feasting  at  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  district  superintendent  deliv¬ 
ered  his  second  Quarterly  Conference  sermon 
at  11  A.  M.  Despite  the  heavy  showers,  a 
large  audience  listened  to  his  message.  The 
Rev.  Scott  is  always  at  his  best  in  our  pul¬ 
pit,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  him  in  our  midst. 
At  8  P.  M.  the  pastor.  Rev.  C.  H.  Pimelton, 
preached  a  short  sermon,  after  which  every¬ 
one  entered  into  a  general  speaking  meeting. 
The  Epworth  League  has  revived,  taking  on 
new  life,  activities,  and  responsibilities,  of 
which  the  church  is  quite  proud. — Mrs.  C.  V. 
Adair,  Reporter. 

HOUMA,  LA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  Wesley 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held  Janu¬ 
ary  30  and  31.  The  Rev.  Hubbard  Daniels, 
district  superintendent,  presided.  On  Sun¬ 
day  night  he  preached  a  great  gospel  sermon 
to  the  delight  of  all  present  and  moved  the 
audience  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
On  Monday  night.  Group  No.  2,  La  Teche 
District,  met  in  the  above  named  church. 
The  Rev.  T.  A.  Hampton,  of  Thibodaux,  was 
elected  president  and  presided;  the  Rev.  D. 
L.  Davidson  was  elected  secretary;  J.  H. 
Thompson,  vice-president  and  chairman  of 
the  proeram  committee.  The  memberships 
of  two  Baptist  churches,  Mt.  Zion  and  New 


Activities 

Salem,  also  Little  Rock  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  were  welcome  visitors,  to 
help  tne  pastor  and  membership  welcome 
the  new  district  superintendent.  The  pastor 
and  all  officers  had  written  reports.  One 
was  received  into  the  church,  and  three  pro¬ 
bationers.  The  superintendent  was  paid  in 
full ;  an  increase  of  $2  was  made  on  the  quar¬ 
terage  fund;  $4  was  raised  for  Waveland. 
The  Sunday  school  increased  three  per  cent. 
The  church  was  wrecked  by  the  storm  last 
August,  and  only  about  twenty-five  members 
are  struggling  to  hold  up  Methodism.  Our 
membership  has  lost  over  $5,000  by  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  bank.  The  way  looks  dark,  but 
we  have  faith  in  God.  We  have  raised  $75 
toward  the  remodeling  of  the  church.  The 
superintendent  was  well  pleased  with  the 
work.  The  pastor  is  a  tireless  worker  and 
a  fine  preacher.  The  officials  are  standing 
loyally  by  the  pastor.  We  expect  to  put  the 
program  over  hy  Easter,  with  the  help  of 
the  Lord.  The  Southwestern  interests  are 
being  looked  after.  We  wish  to  thank  the 
Ladies’  Aids  for  the  fine  reception  tendered' 
the  district  superintendent,  pastor,  and  offi¬ 
cers.  Thus  passed  into  history  another  great 
Quarterly  Conference. — Rev.  ,1.  H.  Thompson, 
Pastor;  Miss  R.  Bertha  Scott,  Reporter. 

SLIDELL,  LA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Hartzell  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
January  22  and  23.  Our  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  Rev.  M.  R.  Walker,  was  ill,  and 
the  Rev.  S.  C.  Williams,  of  Anrie,  La.,  pre¬ 
sided.  The  Conference  was  cafled  to  order 
at  7.30  P.  M.  All  officers  were  present  with 
written  reports.  The  Rev.  Williams  con¬ 
ducted  the  business  in  a  masterly  way.  Un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  our  new  pastor,  the 
Rev.  I.  Catherine,  who  is  working  hard  to 
put  over  the  program  of  the  church,  we  be¬ 
lieve  this  will  be  a  successful  Conference 
year.  We  tbank  the  Conference  for  sending 
him  to  us.  At  11  o’clock,  Sunday,  the  Rev. 
Williams  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon 
from  Gen.  13.  8;  subject,  “Let  there  be  no 
strife  between  me  and  my  brother.”  Paid 
district  superintendent  in  full. — Nancy  Hyde, 
Reporter. 

STRONG,  MISS. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  King’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
February  19  and  '20.  The  reports  were  good. 
The  meeting  was  conducted  with  care  by  the 
district  superintendent.  Dr.  B.  W.  Wynn,  who 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  from  the  sub¬ 
ject,  “Carry  Your  Burden  to  Jesus.”  A  large 
number  partook  of  the  sacrament.  Amount 
raised  was  $13.11.  We  are  facing  a  new  year; 
iet  us  get  busy.  The  bishop  is  looking  for 
one  hundred  per  cent  report  on  Easter. — 
Rev.  N.  H.  Copperwood,  Pastor;  Moses 
Moore,  Reporter. 

District  Conferences  and 
Conventions 

ANDERSON,  TEXAS 

World  Service  roll  call  and  fiftieth  anni¬ 
versary  of  Bro.  Chas.  Fountain  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  McKenzie 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  still 
co-operating  with  the  Rev.  W.  L.  McDonald, 
the  pastor,  who  has  everything  well  at  hand. 
Since  Annual  Conference  he  has  been  work¬ 
ing  a  World  Service  program,  with  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  his  members  over  the  circuit  pledg¬ 
ing  themselves  to  stand  by  the  program 
through  the  local  World  Service  Council.  Mc¬ 
Kenzie  Chapel  answered  the  roll  call,  made 
their  pledge  for  1927,  and  raised  $17  of 
their  quota.  It  was  the  plan  of  our  pastor 
and,  at  the  request  of  the  president,  Bro. 
Pratt,  of  the  local  World  Service  Council, 
that  the  fifth  Sunday  in  January  be  Roll 
Call  Day.  We  pledged  ourselves  to  stand 
by  our  pastor  and  the  church  program.  The 
service  opened  with  a  soul-stirring  praise 
service,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Calhoun, 
after  which  the  Rev.  McDonald  made  some 
timely  remarks  for  World  Service  needs  and 
Bro.  Chas.  Fountain  as  organizer  of  the  Sun¬ 


day  school.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  McDonald, 
selected  for  his  text  Matt.  2.  2.  His  sermon 
was  inspiring  and  instructive.  Miss  G.  M. 
Loud  presented  Father  Fountain,  who  ha^ 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school 
for  fifty  years,  to  the  audience.  He  was  th^ 
first  man  to  organize  a  Sunday  school  in  the 
county.  A  splendid  program  was  also  ren¬ 
dered.  Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  con¬ 
vened  at  McKenzie  Chapel,  February  5,  6, 
with  District  Superintendent  Newton  in  the 
chair.  The  Rev.  Newton  preached  a  strong 
sermon,  stressing  the  thought,  “Let  us  go 
God’s  way,  and  not  our  way.”  Total  amount 
raised  during  the  quarter,  $47.  The  work  is 
better  organized  to-day  than  ever  before.  If 
organization  will  get  results,  watch  Anderson 
circuit.  We  are  with  our  pastor  from  start 
to  finish. — Mrs.  L.  E.  Knox,  Reporter. 

MANY,  LA. 

Preachers’  Meeting,  Groups  3  and  4,  was 
held  at  St.  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
February  10,  11,  with  the  president,  the  Rev. 
E.  S.  Johnson  in  charge.  Prayer  service  was 
conducted  by  the  presidents  of  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  and  Ladies’  Aid, 
after  which  the  president  opened  his  meeting. 
The  president  thanked  the  presidents  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  and 
Ladies’  Aid,  Sisters  Annie  Sibley  and  Lillian 
Bledsoe,  for  their  active  service  rendered  in 
getting  all  the  women  to  be  present  at  the 
meeting,  that  they  might  learn  of  the  great 
church  and  make  the  task  lighter  for  the  pas¬ 
tors.  After  the  roll  call  the  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  C.  H.  McCraw,  of  thi 
Baptist  Church.  Collection  amounted  to' 
$2.15.  The  Rev.  J.  J.  Johnson  preached  a 
great  sermon  at  the  ev'ening  service.  Collec¬ 
tion,  $4.55.  Our  next  meeting  will  convene 
at  Pelican,  La.,  March  18,  19,  1927. — I.  H. 
Lodge,  Secretary;  S.  S.  Earles,  District  Su¬ 
perintendent;  T.  Cheatam,  Reporter. 

WEST  POINT,  MISS. 

The  World  Service  Council  of  the  Stark- 
ville  District  met  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  West  Point,  the  Rev.  M. 
Brownridge,  pastor,  on  February  8.  All  the 
pastors,  excepting  two,  were  present,  together 
with  a  few  laymen.  The  council  was  graced 
with  the  presence  of  Dr.  L.  M.  McCoy  and 
District  Superintendent  D.  Green.  Devo¬ 
tion  was  conducted  by  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Tolbert.  After  de¬ 
votion  a  very  impressive  talk  outlining  the 
year’s  program  was  made  by  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent.  J.  W.  Byrd  was  elected  sec¬ 
retary  and  G.  W.  Weatherly,  assistant.  The 
business  of  the  council  was  then  taken  up  and 
discussed.  A  letter  from  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones 
was  read  and  considered.  The  World  Serv¬ 
ice  quota  was  handed  down  to  each  charge 
and  approved  by  the  pastors.  Dr.  L.  M. 
McCoy  was  intr<^uced  and  delivered  a  verj 
instructive  and  impressive  speech.  A  quot? 
for  each  charge  was  made  in  the  interest  of 
Rust  College  and  approved  by  the  pastors. 
After  discussing  a  few  more  important  items. 
District  Superintendent  D.  Green  was  intro¬ 
duced  and  spoke  to  the  delight  of  all. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Obituaries 

HOUSTON — One  month  after  a  serious  acci¬ 
dent,  the  unseen  angel  called  Sister  Leanna 
Houston  from  our  presence  on  December  11, 
1926.  She  was  born  in  Missouri  seventy-eight 
years  ago.  She  was  set  free  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  and  from  there  she  went  to  Ar¬ 
kansas.  About  forty  years  ago  she  with  her 
husband  settled  in  Marche,  and  joined  Zion 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  lived 
a  true  memher  until  the  last  hour.  She  has 
gone  to  join  her  husband,  John  Houston,  who 
preceded  her  twenty-four  years  ago.  She 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children.  Sister 
Houston  was  loved  by  all ;  she  loved  her  home, 
which  she  beautified  each  day,  as  she  did  her 
soul.  She  will  be  missed  by  her  church, 
home,  and  the  community.  For  convenience 
her  funeral  was  attended  at  Pleasant 
Baptist  Church;  ceremony  conducted  by  llii 
Rev.  F.  W.  Wade,  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Watson.  She  was  buried  with  the  honors  of 
the  Eastern  Star. — A.  L.  Rhodes,  Reporter. 
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HUBERT — Sister  Fannie  Hubert  departed 
this  life  December  28,  1926.  She  joined  the 
church  in  1906  and  served  as  a  faithful  mem- 
^^er  of  Morris  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
^Church,  Pittsburg,  Texas,  until  a  short  time 
'before  her  death.  She  was  greatly  loved  by 
ail  who  knew  her,  and  leaves  to  mourn  their 
loss  four  daughters — Mrs.  Nona  Neal,  with 
whom  she  was  living  at  the  time  of  her 
death;  the  Rev.  Mrs.  Venice  Rogers,  Ft 
Worth;  Mrs.  Mary  Howard,  of  Tyler;  a  son. 
Shank  Hubert,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  and  a  host 
of  relatives  and  friends.  Her  funeral  was 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  J,  P.  Belcher,  in  the 
absence  of  her  pastor.  Rev.  James  Clark. — 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Hanson,  Reporter. 

JACKSON — Bro.  Clabe  Jackson,  a  member 
of  Providence  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Webb,  Miss.,  died  January  10,  1927.  Brother 
Jackson  was  one  of  the  founders  of  this 
church  and  a  faithful  member  for  forty-flve 
years,  serving  in  the  capacity  of  class  leader, 
steward,  and  district  steward  for  about  thirty- 
eight  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  Aid  Society.  Eulogies  were  offered 
by  the  following  persons:  Bro.  R.  Walker, 
on  behalf  of  the  lodge;  Miss  Laura  V. 
Hayes,  his  life  as  a  Christian  and  citizen; 
his  loyalty  to  the  sister  churches  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  Mrs.  Amanda  Smith,  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church;  as  a  dis¬ 
trict  steward,  Mattie  Henry.  The  funeral 
was  attended  by  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Butler,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  Clarksdale  District,  as- 

«isted  by  the  Rev.  H.  L.  Jones,  ex-pastor; 
he  Rev.  E.  N.  Smith,  of  the  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  and  D.  D.  Reed, 
pastor.  The  floral  offerings  were  many  and 
beautiful.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  passing 
a  devoted  wife,  four  children,  ten  grand¬ 
children.  A  large  concourse  of  friends  fol¬ 
lowed  his  remains  to  the  last  resting  place.— 
Mattie  Henry,  Reporter. 

LESEIR — Sister  Everlien  Leseir,  a  member 
of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Campti,  La.,  departed  this  life  January  31, 
1927,  in  full  triumph  of  faith.  She  had  been 
a  member  of  the  church  for  thirty-two  years. 
She  leaves  a  father,  mother,  four  sisters,  seven 
brothers,  and  six  children  to  mourn.  The 
fimeral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor,  assisted 
by  the  Rev.  Paul  Windslow  and  the  Rev. 
E.  Griffin,  of  the  Baptist  Church. — Thomas 
Williams,  Pastor. 

LIVENSTON — Brother  William  Livenston 
departed  this  life  January  22,  1927.  He  was 
a  faithful  member  of  Mallalieu  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  St.  Martinville,  La.  He 
went  to  Port  Arthur,  Tex.,  and  remained 
there  fourteen  years,  until  God  called  him. 
He  joined  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal 
Uphurch,  and  was  made  leader  of  class  No.  3. 
flpis  life  was  one  of  service  to  his  family, 
church,  and  the  community.  His  kindhearted¬ 
ness  and  faithfulness  won  for  him  many 
friends.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  by  all. 
His  body  was  brought  to  St.  Martinville,  his 
home  church,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  D.  Lewis, 
who  was  his  pastor  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
together  with  three  others,  motored  200  miles 
from  Port  Arthur,  Tex.,  here,  to  attend  the 
funeral  at  his  home  ehurch.  The  sermon  was 
spiritual,  logical,  and  powerful.  His  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  with  honor  by  the  K.  of  P. 
Lodge  No.  43,  St.  Martinville.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  There  are  left  to 
mourn  their  loss  a  wife,  one  daughter,  two 
sons,  five  brothers,  two  sisters.  Mrs.  L 
Aubry  sang  a  beautiful  solo,  and  other 
friends  made  brief  remarks  concerning  the 
life  of  the  deceased.  Two  beautiful  floral 
offerings  were  brought  from  Port  Arthur 
witli  the  body.  The  Rev. ,  Dr.  W.  D.  l.,ewis 
took  for  his  text.  Job  16.  22;  theme,  “Death 
As  A  Way.” — J.  A.  Landry,  Pastor. 

McPherson — Mrs.  Peggie  McPherson,  an 
old  reliable  member  and  pillar  of  Wesley 
^etliodist  Episcopal  Church,  Greenwood,  | 
■  iss.,  after  many  months  of  illness,  died  at 
home  Wednesday  morning,  February  9, 
1927.  She  loved  her  church  and  was  faithful  ' 
lo  every  cause.  During  all  the  months  of  ■  j 
her  illness  lier  faith  was  triumphant.  She  i 
Was  huried  from  her  home,  February  10,  in  I 
Ihe  presence  of  husband,  son,  relatives,  and  a  ( 
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host  of  friends.  The  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  at  Shellmound,  Miss.  The  Rev.  E.  R. 
Miller  ofiBciated. — Reporter. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

The  pastor  and  wife  take  this  method  to 
thank  the  good  people  of  Georgeville  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Goodman,  Miss.,  for 
the  many  good  gifts  that  were  laid  on  the 
table,  J anuary  1,  1927.  This  storm  party  was 
led  by  Bro.  J.  S.  Horton,  Mack  Crawford, 
Sister  Carrie  Crawford,  Cora  Horton,  Quilla 
Horton,  and  John  Vaughn.  We  thank  the 
good  people  of  Georgeville.  Come  again. — 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Wesley. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Ladies’ 
Aid  Society  and  the  Ep worth  League  for  a 
cook  stove  for  the  parsonage.  The  Ladies’ 
Aid  is  doing  good  work.  Mrs.  Susan  Con¬ 
ner  is  the  efficient  president.  The  following 
members  are  very  active:  Mrs.  Ida  Hendrick, 
treasurer;  Mrs.  Mattie  Eaves,  secretary;  Mrs. 
Mattie  Pbndexter,  Mrs.  H.  G.  Harrison,  Mrs. 
Mary  Overstreet,  and  Mrs.  Lettie  Walker. 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Conner  is  president  of  the  League. 
She  is  the  right  person  in  the  right  place. 
She  is  leading  the  young  people  to  higher 
ground. — H.  G.  Harrison,  Pastor,  Dublin, 
Va. 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 

and  friends  of  Mt.  Zion  and  Union  Churches, 
Logansport,  La.,  for  the  thoughtful  and  kind 
surprise  party  given  the  pastor  and  family, 
Sunday,  January  9,  1927.  The  entire  mem¬ 
bership  of  Mt.  Zion  marched  in  Union  Church 
laden  with  baskets,  boxes,  chickens,  eggs, 
groceries  of  all  kinds.  Mrs.  Pearl  Wallace 
made  the  presentation  speech  for  Mt.  Zion, 
Mrs.  O.  V.  Lovell  for  Union  Church.  A 
cash  purse  of  $4.08  and  a  fine  pig  were  also 
presented  the  pastor  and  family.  Space  will 
not  permit  us  to  mention  names.  The  pastor 
thanks  them  and  wishes  them  to  call  again. — 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  O.  J.  Harvey. 

The  Rev.  P.  B.  Gates  and  wife  take  this 
method  to  thank  the  members  and  friends 
of  Crawford  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Bremen,  Ga.,  for  their  kindness.  A 
storm  struck  the  parsonage  on  Friday  night, 
January  14,  1927,  about  7.30  o’clock,  and 
laid  on  the  table  many  pounds  of  select 
groceries,  to  the  amount  of  $12.  It  was  led 
by  Sisters  Josie  White,  Ollie  Vaiyihn, 
Brookey  Thomas,  Annie  P.  Smith,  Josie  Nor-  i 
ris,  Bertha  Eldas,  Bro.  D.  Philips,  Mr.  John  i 
Thomas  (of  the  Baptist  Church),  D.  Bell,  i 
and  many  other  good  people  whose  names 
space  will  not  permit  us  to  mention.  May  ] 
the  Lord  smile  upon  them  in  their  good  work.  ] 
Come  again. — The  Rev.  P.  B.  Gates,  Pastor.  I 
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We  take  this  method  to  thank' our  friends 
and  loved  ones  for  their  service,  money,  and 
sympathy  during  the  sickness  and  death  of 
our  two  children,  Willie  Alberta  and  Bennie 
Freeland  Cox.  We  especially  thank  Mrs. 
Mosley,  Mrs.  Cells,  Mrs.  Massey  Davis,  Mrs. 
McDowel,  Mrs.  Graves,  Minnie  Thomas,  and 
the  pastor  of  the  \fethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
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ireedom  £ 
Hung'ei* 


Babies  CRYI  Not  for  ice-cream  sodas!  Not  for 
chocolate  c^e!  Not  for  mashed  potatoes!  But 
millions  cry  for  just  a  crust  of  bread,  from  the 
Congo  to  our  cane  fields.  They  have  not  hungered  for  an 
hour,  they  have  been  starving  for  a  year. 

The  Chinese  coolie  works  from  dawn  to  dusk — ^not 
for  clothing  or  shelter — ^but  for  a  meager  bowl  of  rice. 

A  colored  mother  in  a  squalid  shack  amidst  Loui¬ 
siana  cane  fields  sees  black  skin  stretched  tight  over 
starving  ribs  and  the  white  heart  of  her  little  picaninny. 
All  for  want  of  food! 

All  because  no  one  has  ever  taught  these  people 
the  rudiments  of  seed  selection,  crop  rotation,  fertili¬ 
zation.  All  because  no  one  has  ever  shown  them  the 
way  to  better  crop  yields.  Yet  our  far-flung  forces 
wait  to  show  them.  Missionaries  will  say  Christianity 
with  a  plough,  a  harrow,  agricultural  training  whenever 
we  say  the  word. 


Millions  are  waiting  while 
Christ  waits  for  you.  Answer 
the  World  Service  Roll  Call. 


Rev.  Tipton,  also  Elk  Lodge,  for  $32.30,  all 
of  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.  We  also  thank 
the  friends  of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  for  many  beau¬ 
tiful  floral  offerings  and  their  financial  aid. 
Total  amount  received,  $118.58.  We  thank 
you  sincerely  and  pray  God’s  choicest  bless¬ 
ing  on  each  of  you. — Areaner  Cox,  mother; 
Christopher  Cox,  brother;  Carroll  Cox, 
brother. 


efforts  on  their  behalf.  So  it  will  be  with 
The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 
Every  prayer  of  ours  will  contain  a  petition 
for  the  strengthening  of  the  kingdom  of  Go4 
in  China  and  for  His  children,  foreign  ani 
national,  in  that  land;  every  dollar  that  has 
been  pledged  will  be  paid,  support  provided 
for  every  missionary  and  national  worker, 
every  scholarship  maintained,  every  evidence 
of  Christian  friendship,  fellowship,  and  fra¬ 
ternity  emphasized  in  this  the  day  of  China’s 
sorrow,  in  this  the  day  when  loyalty  to  our 
profession  of  love  and  sympathy  is  put  to 
the  test. 

MADISON,  N.  j. 


selves  workmen  of  cfod.  Stand  by  our  pas-  ha?  been  made  upon  any  of  our  missions  Sncpiq!  NotlPP 

tors  and  district  superintendent,  and  help  or  missionaries.  Letters  written  late  in  Janu-  OpCCldl  i’MOLlCe 

put  the  program  over  with  the  help  of  God.  ary  from  sections  outside  the  war  areas  re-  To  the  Ministers  and  Laymen  of  the  Ocala 

Let  us  pray  for  a  wonderful  success.  Yours  Port  work  going  on  as  usual,  undisturbed.  District— Let  me  thank  you  for  the  year’s 

in  Christ.— Mrs.  Frances  Alexander,  District  If  war  conditions  demand  that  some  schools  work  just  closed  and  for  the  increase  in 

President.  a  time,  this  affords  an  op-  World  Service,  Episcopal  Fund,  and  General 

portunity  to  accumulate  resources  for  their  Conference  Expense.  This  year  we  shall  do 
Aberdeen,  Miss.- — To  the  Presidents  of  The  use  when  they  are  reopened.  Missionaries  better.  Brethren,  you  are  hereby  called  to 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  and  national  workers  must  be  supported,  and  meet,  April  18,  Monday  after  Easter,  at 
Tupelo  District!  I  am  very  grateful  to  God  are  finding  opportunities  for  service  in  other  Rochell,  Fla.,  Hall  Chapel  Methodist  Epis- 
that  he  has  preserved  life  that  enables  me  fields  when  necessarily  away  from  their  own.  copal  Church,  to  report  World  Service  and 
to  extend  greetings  to  you  in  this  new  year.  Hospitals  minister  to  the  wounded  of  all  Episcopal  Fund  collection.  Make  Easter  a 
Through  His  divine  guidance  He  has  brought  armies,  and  school  buildings  offer  shelter  to  great  day,  both  for  Christ  and  His  cause, 
us  this  far.  Now  let  us  show  our  apprecia-  the  needy.  Some  new  missionaries  sent  to  The  ladies  will  serve  dinner  at  the  church, 
tion  to  Him  by  doing  service  for  Him  in  Manila  as  a  precaution,  have  returned  to  Foo-  x.ets  make  this  a  record  breaker.  Our  good 
this  year.  Let  us  begin  and  have  our  regular  chow  to  take  up  their  work  at  the  opening  Bishop  Richardson  is  depending  upon  uj 
monthly  meetings.  1  ask  that  each  pastor  of  school  after  the  Chinese  New  Year  holi-  Let  us  not  fail.  Keep  the  revival  fire  biffw 

give  us  his  support.  Sisters,  let  us  not  get  day.  lug.  Our  greatest  aim  is  t6  bring  souls  into 

iscouraged,  but  work  and  pray  that  our  Yes,  there  is  trouble  in  some  parts  of  China,  the  Kingdom.  Push  .the  cause  of  the  South* 
efforts  be  crowned  with  success.  Yours  for  but  do  we  withhold  help  for  our  country,  our  western  Christian  Advocate.  Let  our  motto 
Christ. — Mrs.  Mary  F,  Crawford,  District  church,  and  our  children  when  they  are  in  be:  Every  officer  a  subscriber. — F.  E.  Welch 
President.  trouble?  Rather  we  seek  to  increase  our  District  Superintendent. 
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Simpson  Methodist  Episcopal  Edifice 

IMPSON  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 


attractive  features.  In  the  basement  there  is 
a  large  swimming  pool,  together  with  shower 
baths,  lavatories,  kitchen,  furnace  room,  store 
room,  and  dining  room.  The  dining  room  has 
a  seating  capacity  of  two  hundred.  Each 
room  is  furnished  with  the  very  latest  modern 
equipment. 

The  Rev.  W.  P.  Kellogg  and  his  congre¬ 
gation,  through  this  up-to-date  plant,  for  the 
past  year  have  been  able  to  give  efficient  serv¬ 
ice  to  the  community.  It  has  had  its  doors 
open  to  the  public  every  day  in  the  week. 
Classes  in  domestic  science,  gymnastics,  and 
citizenship  were  taught  to  many  during  the 


of  Steubenville,  Ohio,  has  just  closed 
its  anniversary  in  its  spacious  new 
church  building.  The  church  building  proper, 
which  takes  its  place  as  one  of  the  city’s  many 
attractive  churches,  is  constructed  of  stone 
and  stucco,  and  is  quite  handsome  in  design. 
The  interior  of  the  church  is  beautifblly  deco¬ 
rated  and  well  lighted  by  the  most  modern 
lighting  fixtures.  , 

On  the  main  floor  there  is  the  auditorium, 
with  seating  capacity  of  five  hundred.  A 
ladies’  rest  room,  the  pastor’s  study,  the 
chorus  room,  a  beautiful  pipe  organ,  and  sev¬ 
eral  Sunday-school  rooms  are  among  its  manv 
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Personal  and  General 

— Bishop  Joseph  C.  Hartxell,  retired,  founder 
of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate,  was 
a  welcome  visitor  to  our  offices  last  week. 
The  bishop  enjoyed  perusing  copies  of  the 
paper  published  in  1878,  at  which  time  he 
was  the  able  editor. 

— Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones  visited  Austin  last 
week  and  delivered  several  memorable  ad¬ 
dresses  in  the  city  and  vicinity.  He  was  the 
guest  of  the  Samuel  Huston  College  during 
his  stay,  where  he  spoke  at  one  of  the  chapel 
services  before  nearly  800  students.  He  also 
called  to  Austin  the  district  superintendents 
of  the  West  Texas  Conference,  to  whom  he 
gave  instructions  on  putting  over  the  program 
of  the  church  on  Easter. 

— Hampton  Institute  is  launching  the  unique 
enterprise  of  conducting  a  study  tour  for 
teachers  and  others  who  desire  to  study 
abroad.  Principal  Jas.  E.  Gregg  announces 
the  purpose  of  giving  teachers  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  broaden  their  education  by  foreign 
travel  with  the  added  advantage  of  summer 
school  work  in  history  with  college  credit 
given  through  the  Hampton  Summer  School. 
The  party  will  sail  from  New  York  on  May 
26,  arriving  in  Cherbourg  June  4,  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  Caen.  After  four  days  in  Caen, 
with  trips  to  Bayeux  and  Trouville,  a  three- 
day  stop  will  be  made  in  Rouen.  On  June  12 
the  party  will  proceed  to  Paris  where,  for 
twelve  days,  that  city  and  vicinity  wili  be 
headquarters.  Motor  trips  to  Versailles  and 
the  battlefields  are  included  in  the  plans  for 
these  days.  Then  Holland,  on  June  24,  will 
claim  their  attention,  and  after  two  days  in 
Amsterdam,  with  a  side  trip  to  the  Island 
of  Marken,  the  capitol  of  Belgium  will  be 
visited.  Arter  three  days  in  Brussels,  with  a 
trip  to  the  battlefield  of  Waterloo,  the  party 
will  sail  on  July  1  from  Boulogne,  arriving 
in  New  York  on  July  8. 

Crescent  City  Note 

The  meetings  of  the  New  Orleans  District 
Methodist  Brotherhood  are  growing  in  influ¬ 
ence  and  enthusiasm.  Men  now  have  an  abid¬ 
ing  place  where  they  may  congregate  in  the 
afternoons  of  the  third  Sunday  of  each  month 
under  wholesome  and  religious  environments. 

A  great  and  appreciative  crowd  of  enthusi¬ 
astic  men,  eager  for  the  Word  of  God,  turned 
out  last  Sunday,  the  20th,  accompanied  by 
their  wives  and  other  Christian  women  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  Brotherhood  movement.  The 
objects  of  the  meeting,  briefly  stated,  were  to 
perfect  definite  arrangements  for  the  annual 
State  convention,  which  will  be  held  at  Wesley 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Dr.  W.  Scott 
Chinn,  pastor,  April  6  and  7  next;  to  elect 
district  officers,  and  to  listen  to  addresses  by 
able  race  men  who  had  been  invited  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  Brotherhood.  The  meeting  reached 
high-water  mark.  Dr.  G.  W.  Lucas,  a  suc¬ 
cessful  practician  and  president  of  the  N.  A. 
A.  C.  P.,  New  Orleans  Branch,  and  Attorney 
Frank  B.  Smith,  one  of  the  leading  counsels 
for  the  N.  A.  A.  C.  P.  in  the  recent  segre¬ 
gation  case,  delivered  strong  and  eloquent 
messages  on  the  “Segregation  Victory  and 
Race  Uplift.”  Both  speakers  were  at  their 
best  and  made  a  fine  impression  upon  their 
hearers. 

Woman’s  Column 

STOP— LOOK— READ 

Gulfside  School  of  Missions  will  be  held 
the  week  of  August  8-14.  Many  unusual 
features  are  being  worked  out  this  year. 
We  hope  to  have  Mrs.  Dan  B.  Brummitt 
with  us  again.  Begin  to  plan  for  a  large  dele¬ 
gation  from  your  auxiliary  and  Queen  Esther 
Circle. — Mrs.  Daisy  Bulkley-Taylor,  Dean. 

Ooliad,  Texat. — Dear  Sisters:  I  am  writ¬ 
ing  you  through  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate  to  ask  that  you  raise  your  full 
quota  for  the  District  Conference,  which  will 
convene  at  Jones  Chapel  Church,  Beeville, 
Texas,  May  8-8,  1927.  The  following  are  the 
quotas  to  be  raised  W  charges:  Beeville,  $16; 
Bishop,  $4;  Corpus  Christi,  $16;  Goliad,  $16; 
Kingsville,  $14 ;  Alice,  $4 ;  Placedo,  $16 ;  Ray- 


mondville,  $6;  San  Benito,  $4;  San  Juan,  $6; 
Sinton  and  Taft,  $4.  Do  your  best,  in  order 
that  we  may  have  a  good  District  Conference. 
I  am  expecting  all  delegates  to  be  present  on 
the  first  day.  Yours  for  Christ  and  the 
church. — Mrs.  R.  Taylor,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Junior  League,  Goliad,  Texas. 

To  the  Auxiliary  Presidents  and  District 
Secretaries  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Birmingham  District:  Dear 
Sisters — The  time  is  fast  approaching  for  the 
convening  of  our  district  meeting,  which  we 
are  to  hold  at  Oneonta,  Ala.,  Thursday  and 
Friday,  April  7  and  8,  with  the  Rev.  G.  B. 
Morgan’s  congregation.  We  expect  every 
auxiliary  to  be  represented  with  auxiliary 
dues  and  report.  Now  sisters,  let  us  all  help 
to  put  over  the  program  of  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  this  year.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  a  successful  meeting  at 
Oneonta,  and  we  are  asking  the  local  presi¬ 
dents  of  each  auxiliary,  with  the  c«-operation 
of  her  pastor,  to  help  us  put  the  program 
over.  Meet  us  there  with  good  reports. — 
L.  A.  M.  Jackson,  Dist.  Pres. 

Yoakum  Texas. — To  the  officers  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  The  Woman’s  Foreijm  Missionary  So-, 
ciety  of  the  West  Texas  Conference,  greet¬ 
ing:  We  are  now  engaged  in  a  new  work 
as  a  Conference;  we  cannot  afford  to  fail. 
The  women  of  other  lands  are  calling  upon 
us  for  help;  let  us  respond  by  raising  our 
full  quota.  We  are  asking  each  distrirt  su¬ 
perintendent  and  pastor  to  help  us  by  or¬ 
ganizing  the  women  and  young  people  in 
each  charge.  I  am  sure  that  each  district 
president  has  received  her  quota,  which  is 
to  be  reported  at  your  district  missionary 
convention.  All  officers  and  as  many  mem¬ 
bers  as  can  be  secured  should  subscribe  for 
The  Woman’s  Missionary  Friend.  The  book, 
“Moslem  Women,”  should  be  studied  by  all. 
Let  us  keep  these  lines  in  mind:  “To  your 
knees,  O  Christian  women,  for  yourselves  is 
the  task  of  uplifting  the  world.  To  your 
knees,  women  of  Methodism,  for  you  have  a 
share  in  the  task.” — Mrs.  J.  H.  Swann,  Con¬ 
ference  President,  Box  662,  Yoakum,  Texas. 

Beeville,  Texas. — Dear  Sisters:  As  district 
president  of  the  Art  Club  of  the  Corpus 
Christi  District,  I  am  writing  you  to  bestir 
yourselves  as  never  before,  for  we  must  make 
the  art  work  a  success.  Now,  Sisters,  each 
Art  Club  has  been  asked  by  our  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  Dr.  J.  J.  Hardemon,  to  raise 
$76.  The  following  is  the  quota  for  each 
charge;  Beeville  Circuit,  $10;  Bishop  Circuit, 
$4;  Corpus  Christi,  $10;  Goliad,  $10;  Kings¬ 
ville,  $10;  Alice,  $4;  Placedo  Circuit,  $10; 
San  Benito  Circuit,  $4;  Sinton  Circuit,  $4; 
Raymondsville,  $4;  San  Juan,  $6;  to  be  re¬ 
ported  by  your  Art  Club  in  the  District  Con¬ 
ference,  which  will  convene  in  Jones  Chapel, 
May  8-8,  1927.  You  are  also  requested  to 
bring  some  of  your  fancy  work  to  put  on 
exhibition  during  the  Conference,  such  as 
.embroidering,  crochet,  drawn  work,  quilt 
block,  or  any  work  you  choose  to  put  on  ex¬ 
hibit.  The  club  having  the  nicest  work  will 
be  awarded  the  district  Art  Club  banner. — 
M-rs.  M.  J.  Garner,  District  President,  P.  O. 
Box  281,  Beeville,  Texas. 

Special  Notices 

WANTED— A  DOCTOR 

A  doctor  desiring  a  good  field  in  which  to 
practice  his  profession  would  do  well  to  write 
Rev.  A.  H.  Higgs,  108  S.  Western  Avenue, 
Mexico,  Mo. 

The  address  of  the  Rev.  F.  R.  Bridges  has 
been  changed  from  LaGrange,  Ga.,  to  Zebu- 
Ion,  Ga. 

The  Corpus  Christi  District  Conference  will 
be  held  at  Beeville,  Texas,  May  3-8,  the  Rev. 
J.  J.  Hardemon,  district  superintendent. 

The  Waco  District  Conference  will  meet 
at  Calvert,  Texas,  April  26  to  May  1,  1927, 
the  Rev.  J.  W.  Downs,  district  superintend¬ 
ent.  The  institute  will  be  held  August  1-7, 
at  Rocky  Crossing,  Texas. 

To  the  Pastors  of  the  Mississippi  Confer¬ 
ence:  The  Minutes  will  soon  be  ready  to  ship 
out.  In  sending  your  balance  that  you  are 
due  on  paying  for  them,  please  give  your 
correct  post  office  address,  at  the  earliest 


possible  date,  and  oblige. — J.  M.  Shumpert, 
Secretary,  Pass  Christian,  Miss. 

The  Dallas  District  Conference,  WorlcL 
Service  Council,  Woman’s  Home  and  Foreigw 
Missionary  Societies,  will  convene  at  Trlnlt^ 
Church,  North  Dallas.  Texas,  April  26  to 
May  1,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Childs,  district  super¬ 
intendent. 

Mrs.  C.  A.  B.  Price,  widow  of  the  Rev. 
D,  J.  Price,  met  with  a  painful  accident  a 
few  days  ago,  falling  and  fracturing  her 
ankle.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  Mrs. 
Price’s  injury  is  healing  nicely  and  she  will 
be  able  to  be  out  in  a  short  while. 

The  Rev.  M.  C.  Pulliam  has  been  called  to 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  on  account  of  the  death  of 
his  aunt,  Mrs.  Georgia  A.  Nolen,  which  oc¬ 
curred  Friday  morning,  March  4.  His  mem¬ 
bers  greatly  sympathize  with  him  in  his  be¬ 
reavement. — The  Rev.  B.  S.  Pegues,  Reporter. 

To  the  Pastors  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Dis¬ 
trict;  The  District  Council  will  meet  at  Wes¬ 
ley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  Wednesday  morning,  April  20, 
1927,  at  10  o’clock.  Let  each  man  be  present 
prepared  to  report  his  full  quota.  Bishop 
Jones  has  been  invited  to  be  with  us,  also 
Professor  McAllister,  who  represents  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  Don’t  for¬ 
get  your  area  expenses.  Make  Easter  a  high 
day  spiritually.  God  bless  you. — B.  J.  Red- 
dix,  Dist.  Supt. 

Marriages 

AUGUST— PROVOOT.  On  February  19, 
1927,  Mr.  Merlin  August  and  Miss  Matilda 
Provoot  were  marri^  at  the  home  of  the 
bride.  Olivier,  La.  The  Rev.  N.  L.  Baptiste 
officiated.  A  grand  reception  was  held  after 
the  wedding.  We  wish  for  them'  much  suc¬ 
cess  and  happiness. — C.  E.  Baptiste,  Re¬ 
porter. 

NERAUD— LEWIS.  On  March  3,  1927,  Mr. 
Joseph  Neraud  and  Miss  Mary  Lewis  were 
united  in  matrimony  at  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
Matilda  Green,  on  O.  G.  Avenue,  Opelousas, 
Louisiana.  The  Rev.  L.  H.  Smith  officiated. 
We  hope  for  them  a  long  and  prosperous 
life. — Reporter. 

ROWLAND— FLEMING.  The  bonds  of 
matrimony  between  Professor  Joseph  P. 
Fleming  and  Mrs.  Zenobia  Cannon  Rowland 
were  solemnized  in  early  February  at  the 
parsonage  of  St.  Marks  Church,  Gulfport, 
Miss.,  the  Rev.  Dr.  M.  P.  Johnson  officiating. 
Prof.  Fleming  is  principal  of  the  Junior  High 
School  of  Handsboro,  Miss.,  and  the  son  of 
Dr.  H.  R.  Fleming,  a  prominent  Alabama 
minister  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
connection.  Mrs.  Rowland  Fleming  is  the 
daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  S.  H.  Cannon,  of 
Meridian,  Miss.,  and  is  the  secretary  to  the 
district  manager  of  the  Universal  Life  In¬ 
surance  Co.  They  are  at  home  at  1912  80th 
Ave.,  Gulfport,  Miss. — Reporter. 
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Methodism  At  Her  Educational  Task 


That  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  doing  a 
most  praiseworthy  work  toward  the  incorporation 
of  the  Negro  within  that  enlightened  Christian 
brotherhood  being  set  up  throughout  the  modern  world 
is  amply  attested  by  the  fact  that  the  church  maintains 
an  educational  enterprise  valued  at  $26,000,000  for 
Christian  education  of  the  Negro. 

During  the  past  year  these  eighteen  institutions  of 
learning  reflected  normal  growth  and  development.  But, 
according  to  Dr.  Maveety,  secretary  of  the  Department 
of  Educational  Institutions  for  Negroes,  in  his  report  to 
the  recent  session  of  the  Board  of  Education,  much- 
needed  new  building  projects  have  been  impossible  this 
year  because  of  lack  of  funds.  The  single  exception  to 
A  this  calamitous  condition  was  at  Morristown  Normal  and 
Industrial  College,  where  a  new  girls’  dormitory  was 
erected.  The  former  structure  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but 
insurance  carried  on  the  building  made  possible  its  re¬ 
construction  at  quite  a  lower  margin  of  cost  than  was 
at  first  calculated.  This  fact,  in  addition  to  the  careful 
salvaging  of  much  of  the  old  material,  together  with  a 
contribution  of  $3,500  by  a  friend,  and  care  in  letting 
the  contract  for  the  work — all  of  which  is  due  to  the 
wise  economies  of  President  Judson  S.  Hill,  an  excep¬ 
tional  financier— made  possible  not  only  the  rebuilding 
of  a  new  and  better  Crary  Hall,  but  the  erection  of  a 
long-needed  new  gymnasium  costing  $16,268,  a  coveted 
addition  to  the  admirable  plant  with  its  group  of  ex¬ 
cellent  buildings,  creating  another  brilliant  chapter  in 
that  school’s  remarkable  history. 

Considering  such  an  heroic  achievement,  ,it  is  not  sur¬ 
prising  that  in  approval  of  President  Hill’s  request,  the 
Board  of  Education  authorized  the  projection  of  a  cam- 
A  $500,000  for  Morristown  Normal  and  Indus- 

W  trial  College.  Those  who  know  the  personnel  of  the  two 
patronizing  Conferences,  the  Tennessee  and  East  Ten¬ 
nessee;  their  proverbial  loyalty  and  intense  zeal  toward 
this  famous  institution,  the  readiness  of  a  people  of  meager 
means  to  share  in  their  own  burdens  of  social  advance¬ 
ment,  are  convinced  that  Morristown  is  destined  to  enjoy 
a  larger  and  more  prosperous  response  and  support  than 
ever  before. 

The  board  also  authorized  the  consideration  of  offers 
to  purchase  the  property  of  our  Flint-Goodridge  Hos¬ 
pital,  New  Orleans.  Because  of  its  coveted  location  in 
the  very  heart  of  the  business  section  of  the  city,  this 
property  has  greatly  enhanced  in  value  so  that  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  its  sale  should  net  funds  suflScient  to  provide  for 
the  erection  of  several  much-needed  buildings  on  some 
new  and  eligible  site  in  a  more  suitable  location.  Under 
the  careful  superintendency  of  Dr.  T.  Restin  Heath,  and 
the  normally  increasing  demands  to  be  met  by  this  insti- 
^  tution,  the  expansion  program  has  become  an  urgent  ne¬ 
cessity  not  longer  to  be  delayed.  Flint  is  one  of  a  number 
of  justly  prided  institutions  of  New  Orleans  Area,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  within  that  territory. 


and  one  of  the  two  or  three  only  of  its  kind  in  all  the 
territory  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line.  Sharing  the 
alert  supervision  which  Bishop  Jones  usually  gives  the 
institutions  of  his  area,  Flint  will  undoubtedly  move  for¬ 
ward  to  the  first-line  position  of  service  among  the  great 
hospitals  and  nurse-training  schools  in  the  country. 

Much  of  the  board’s  deliberation  was  thus  given  to 
developing  into  greater  efficiency  the  educational  system 
of  the  church  for  her  Negro  membership,  but  the  wider 
scope  of  interests  of  the  board  was  thoroughly  consid¬ 
ered.  The  major  element  in  this  program  was  strikingly 
brought  forward  by  Dr.  W.  S.  Bovard,  whose  truism 
should  ring  loudly  around  the  entire  church.  The  cor¬ 
responding  secretary  said:  “If  this  Board  of  Education 
has  one  responsibility  more  urgent  than  all  others,  it  is 
to  assist  in  awakening  the  whole  church  to  the  urgent 
necessity  of  finding  preachers  of  personality  and  power, 
preachers  with  an  object  as  well  as  a  subject.  Prophets 
as  well  as  pastors.” 

This  challenge  to  the  church  to  revamp  some  of  her 
thinking  as  to  the  correct  relation  of  her  educational 
program  to  the  problem  of  ministerial  recruits  is  a  much- 
needed  emphasis  at  this  time.  In  its  purview  is  brought 
prominently  forward  rightly  to  its  place  in  the  thinking 
of  the  church  her  system  or  group  of  theological  insti¬ 
tutions.  As  Secretary  Bovard  observes  wisely:  “If  an 
aroused  Christian  public  sentiment  should  demand  a  stand¬ 
ard  of  qualification  for  the  ministry  commensurate  with 
the  primacy  of  the  mission  of  the  church  in  human  affairs, 
our  theological  schools  would  certainly  take  precedence 
over  schools  of  business  and  commerce.”  Because  of  this 
primacy  of  the  church’s  mission  in  human  society,  and 
because  of  the  relation  of  the  minister  thereto,  the  cause 
of  ministerial  training  for  the  task  should  receive  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Christian  church  proportionally  commensurate 
with  that  of  business  and  commerce.  Constrained  by 
such  considerations,  the  church  would  make  ample  pro¬ 
vision  for  her  theological  seminaries.  By  all  the  urgent 
necessities  of  the  situation,  this  is  the  period  in  the  life 
of  the  church  when  emphasis  rightly  and  wisely  put  on 
training  for  Christian  leadership  will  determine  for  the 
generations  to  come  the  strong  position  which  the  church 
shall  take  in  the  society  of  the  future.  At  the  approach¬ 
ing  General  Conference  it  must  be  that  the  church  will 
give  larger  and  due  consideration  to  ministerial  educa¬ 
tion,  creating  a  system  of  theological  seminaries  so 
financed  and  undergirded  with  the  total  interest  of  the 
church  as  shall  contribute  to  the  greatest  efficiency  of 
our  own  and  the  whole  ministry  of  the  American  church. 

Most  appropriately,  religious  education  of  the 
younger  generation  through  our  church  (Sunday) 
schools  received  its  share  of  the  board’s  consideration. 
Dr.  Trenery,  secretary  of  the  board’s  Department  of 
Church  Schools,  reported  23,364  such  schools,  with  an 
enrollment  of  4,288,700  pupils,  616,900  of  whom  are  in 
the  10,375  schools  in  the  foreign  field.  That  the  church 
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prizes  highly  the  modern  daily  vacation  and  week-day 
church  school  features  is  shown  by  the  allocation  of 
$220,000  from  her  benevolent  funds  for  continuing  and 
increasing  this  type  of  religious  activity.  It  is  cause 
for  rejoicing  that  in  matters  of  organization  and  edu¬ 
cational  method  our  schools  arc  equal  to  the  best  yet 
developed.  The  content  of  the  modem  educational  ideal 
around  which  the  system  is  focussed  is  finely  expressed 
herein:  “The  interpretation  of  religion  as  consisting 
solely  of  instruction  in  religious  information  is  surely 
giving  way  to  the  conviction  that  teaching  religion  in¬ 
cluded  with  such  instruction  a  first-hand  knowledge  of 
the  application  and  use  of  truth  and  Christian  principles 
in  their  relation  to  actual  life  situation.” 

More  than  680,000  Methodist  young  people  arc  har¬ 
nessed  up  in  those  forms  of  practical  expressional  activity 
represented  by  that  other  division  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
catioti,  the  Epworth  League.  “The  chief  value  of  the 
I..eaguc,”  said  Dr.  Blaine  Kirkpatrick,  League  secretary, 
“has  been  in  providing  a  channel  for  the  initiative  and 
resourcefulness  of  young  people  under  their  own  leader¬ 
ship.  Most  of  the  items  in  our  present  program  have 
originated  through  the  originality  and  inventiveness  of  a 
crowd  of  enthusiastic  young  people.”  He  stressed  the 
value  of  Epworth  League  institutes  for  enrichment  of 
personal  life,  and  pointed  out  as  “by-products”  the  train¬ 
ing  for  leadership  and  the  awakening  in  the  youtli  of 
urgent  aspirations  for  a  college  education.  Under  the 
fine  leadership  and  inspiration  of  Drs.  Kirkpatrick  and 
Butler,  the  18,000  chapters  and  130,000  officers  of  the 
Epworth  League  arc  proving,  according  to  the  prophecy 
of  its  founders,  that  the  Epworth  League  is  an  indis¬ 
pensable  part  of  the  machinery  of  the  modern  church 
that  would  wisely  hold  and  utilize  the  interest  and  powers 
of  the  youth  for  the  kingdom  of  God. 

The  administration  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
board  was  highly  gratifying  as  the  note  of  economy 
was  sounded  by  Executive  Secretary  Bovard,  adding  evi¬ 


dence  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislation  by  which  the  several 
boards  were  consolidated.  Previously,  annual  meetings 
assembling  115  persons  cost  $11,500.  The  annual  expense  j 
for  meeting  of  the  present  board  of  forty-five  persons  ^ 
amounts  to  about  $4,400.  Treasurer  Harris  showed  that 
pursuant  to  this  policy  of  economy  $2,490,397  had  been 
received  and  $2,394,527  disbursed  by  the  board.  Of  this 
amount,  the  board’s  full  share  of  $1,253,226  had  been 
received  from  World  Service  collections  of  $7,087,934. 
Upon  the  method  of  estimation,  the  board’s  appropria¬ 
tion  for  its  work  during  this  current  year  will  be  $1,090,- 
750,  which  will  be  distributed  as  follows:  To  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Educational  Institutions,  49.6% ;  to  the  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  for  Negroes,  24.9%  ;  to  church  schools 
(Sunday  schools),  19.7%  ;  to  the  Epworth  League,  5.7%. 

The  exact  amounts  to  be  distributed  on  this  basis 
was  referred  to  the  executive  committee  for  determina¬ 
tion,  at  its  meeting  on  May  13.  A  flat  appropriation 
of  $50,500  was  mekde  to  the  Wesley  Foundation  for  re¬ 
ligious  work  among  Methodist  students  at  fifty-one  cen¬ 
ters  in  State-supported  institutions.  And  the  following 
authorization  of  loans  was  made  from  the  Student  Loan 
Fund,  the  Children’s  Day  educational  collection:  Theo¬ 
logical  schools,  $27,000 ;  colleges  and  universities,  $193,- 
300;  secondary  schopls,  $6,375;  Negro  schools,  $6,240;  ^ 
non-Methodist  institutions,  $27,386 — total,  $260,000. 

Reports  of  the  Committee  on  Curriculum  and  the 
Commission  on  Conference  Courses  of  Study  were  made 
respectively  by  Dr.  H.  H.  Meyer  and  Bishop  E.  H. 
Hughes.  Bishop  F.  D.  Leete,  for  the  Committee  on  Evan¬ 
gelism,  read  the  most  significant  report  for  the  future 
of  Methodism.  It  was  adopted.  Bishop  W.  F.  Anderson, 
president  of  the  board,  presiding.  Among  the  forty  mem¬ 
bers  present  were  five  bishops,  eleven  pastors,  six  college 
presidents,  and  fifteen  laymen.  One  of  the  most  con¬ 
structive  annual  sessions  of  the  board  terminated  its 
meeting  with  befitting  devotions  conducted  by  Bishop 
T.  S.  Henderson,  of  Cincinnati  Area. 


I 
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Clark  University  in  Musical  Triumph 

By  George  W.  McCorkle  ^ 


The  midyear  musicale,  which  was  given  in  Crogman 
Chapel  of  Clark  University  on  Friday  evening, 
February  2.5,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Philhar¬ 
monic  Society  of  Clark  University  in  connection  with 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  was  pronounced  to  be 
one  of  the  greatest  achievements  of  the  year  in  the  mu¬ 
sical  realm.  Music  lovers  of  both  races  came  from  all 
sections  of  the  city  to  witness  one  of  the  greatest  events 
of  the  season.  I.ong  before  8.15,  which  was  the  scheduled 
hour  for  the  exercises  to  begin,  the  large  chapel  was  filled 
to  its  capacity.  The  tremendous  chorus,  composed  of 
students  from  Clark  University  and  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary,  with  an  orchestra  of  thirty-five  instruments 
arrayed  in  front  of  the  chorus,  was  a  beautiful  pictuie 
in  itself  to  behold. 

At  8.15,  Professor  Hall,  director  of  the  musicale,  ap¬ 
peared  before  the  audience  in  his  usual  modest  but  mas¬ 
terly  manner,  amidst  roars  of  cheers,  made  a  bow  of  great 
significance,  then  turned  to  the  orchestra  and  raised  his 
baton,  which  meant  the  beginning  of  the  treat  of  the  eve¬ 
ning.  The  Piano  Concerto,  G  Minor,  from  Mendelssohn, 


played  on  two  different  pianos  by  Misses  Mebane  and 
Harvey,  was  in  itself  a  wonderful  triumph  in  music.  The 
chorus  thrilled  the  audience  with  its  songs  as  each  hearer 
sat  with  abated  breath.  The  Gammon  Quartet,  composed 
of  Messrs.  Gannaway,  McCallum,  Clay,  and  Gregg,  ex¬ 
celled  all  past  records. 

The  soloi.sts  for  the  evening  were  Misses  Rayfield, 
Peaks,  Mrs.  Perry,  and  Messrs.  Evans  and  Green.  A 
new  interpretation  and  feeling  was  given  to  the  spirituals, 
“Heaven,”  “Steal  Away,”  “Hand  Me  Down,”  “Rocks 
and  Mountains,”  and  “Every  Tinie  I  Feel  the  Spirit.” 

Professor  Hall  de.serves  to  be  known  to  the  world  of 
music  lovers.  He  is  modest  in  his  manner,  yet  stern  and 
exact  in  the  execution  of  his  work.  The  race  should  be 
proud  of  such  a  man,  who  has  not  reached  his  present 
status  of  honor  and  recognition  by  accident,  but  by  hard 
work,  perseverance,  and  an  invincible  determination. 

Through  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  faculties  and  ^ 
student  bodies  of  both  schools,  the  Philharmonic  Society 
made  history  for  itself  under  the  masterful  direction  of 
Prof.  Fredrick  Hall. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Sinclair  Lewis  and  His  Critics 

A  GLANCE  oyer  most  of  the  comments  made  by  the 
literary  critics  on  Sinclaih  Lewis’  novel  dealing 
with  the  clergy,  Elmer  Gantry,  seems  to  indicate 
that  William  Allen  White  has  written  the  epithet  that 
will  cling  permanently  to  the  novel.  Mr.  White  says :  “Sin¬ 
clair  Lewis  stood  in  the  pulpit  of  a  Kansas  City  church 
last  spring  and  deded  God  to  strike  him  dead.  So  far  as 
Sinclair  Lewis  the  artist  is  concerned,  in  the  book,  Elmer 
Gantry,  God  took  him  at  his  word.  He  got  so  excited 
making  faces  at  God  that  he  forgot  his  craftsmanship.” 

Lewis’  novel  will  certainly  furnish  a  popular  topic  of 
conversation  for  the  spring  season.  The  advertising 
which  is  put  out  with  much  beating  of  tom-toms  by  his 
publishers  betrays  the  hope  that  the  novel  will  make  many 
people  mad.  But  it  is  to  be  feared  that  not  many  will 
bother  to  get  mad.  Thoughtful  people  within  the  Church, 
at  any  rate,  will  feel  rather  disappointed  that  Lewis 
froths  at  the  mouth  so  in  rage,  that  his  criticism  of  the 
Church  becomes  like  all  utterances  of  a  person  in  a  fit- 
maudlin  and  incoherent.  The  first  sentence  of  the  book 
IS,  “Elmer  Gantry  was  drunk.”  An  additional  sentence 

might  be  added  in  all  fairness — “So  was  Sinclair  Lewis _ 

dnink  with  rage.”  He  seems  so  intoxicated  with  rage  or 
hate  that  he  utterly  fails  in  the  criticism  of  certain  evils 
and  faults  in  the  Church,  which,  with  his  very  great 
ability,  he  could  have  done  with  large  effectiveness. 

It  IS  true  that  in  the  chronicle  of  this  renegade 
preacher  Lewis  does  touch  on  commercialism  in  the 
Church.  A  complete  picture  of  that  evil,  whether  by 
means  of  photographic  realism  or  satire,  is  greatly  needed. 
Mr.  Lewis  could  have  done  it ;  but  in  his  present  novel  he 
fails  to  do  anything  of  that  sort  which  carries  conviction. 

The  story  is  that  of  an  out-and-out  crook,  whose  per¬ 
sonality  and  career  are  both  incredible.  The  hero  of  the 
novel  begins  as  a  drunken  reprobate,  and  after  a  few 
years  as  pastor  and  shyster  evangelist,  he  becomes  pastor 
of  one  of  the  strongest  Methodist  churches  in  America 
and  apparently  the  supreme  power  of  the  Protestant 
Chuich  of  this  country.  The  Brothers  Grimm  in  their 
most  romantic  moments  never  attempted  to  palm  off  so 
grotesque  a  career.  Mr.  Lewis  asks  his  readers  to  believe 
that  a  man  who  never  rises  to  the  intellectual  rating  of 
a  third  grade  moron,  or  to  the  moral  character  of  a  pro¬ 
fessional  crook,  could  in  a  few  years  become  one  of  the 
leading  preachers  in  the  country. 

Anything  which  a  preacher  may  say  of  the  novel  will 
naturally  be  discounted  by  a  large  number  of  people.  This 
is  especially  true  of  a  Methodist  preacher  since  the  book 
deals  very  largely^  with  the  Methodist  Church.  Conse¬ 
quently,  there  are  here  presented  a  sheaf  of  comments  on 
the  book  by  some  representative  literary  critics,  who  ap¬ 
proach  it  without  the  slightest  trace  of  any  bias  in  favor 
of  the  Church. 

No  comment  by  preachers  could  possibly  be  more  de¬ 
vastating  to  the  value  of  the  novel  as  an  interpretation 
cither  of  life  or  of  the  Church  than  the  comment  of  these 
critics. 

Of  the  book  as  a  whole  Robert  Littell,  one  of  the 
editors  of  the  New  Republic,  and  one  of  the  most  compe¬ 
tent  literary  critics  in  the  country,  says:  “.  .  .  In  its 
pauscless  scries  of  knockdowns  administered  by  the  au¬ 
thor  to  his  chief  character,  and  in  the  endless  kicking  him 


when  he  is  down  the  book  is  as  fatiguing  as  would  be  a 
rather  hoarse,  high-pitched  and  not  altogether  adult  fac¬ 
tory-whistle  blowing  without  interruption  for  the  length 
of  time  it  takes  to  read  not  much  less  than  170,000  words.” 

Of  the  hero,  Elmer  Gantry,  Mr.  Littell  says : 


nnv  '“’J  allowed  to  possess,  for  more  than  a  moment, 

which  <Mn  make  us  believe  in  his  existence  as  a  man. 

A  man  who  is  making  an  efiSgy  of  his  enemy  for  public  burning 
does  not  take  pains  to  get  a  likeness.  A  few  rags,  a  shirt*  troupers! 

“  large  label  will  do  the  trick  well  enough, 
r  we  would  destroy  some  one  by  the  ancient  sorcery  of  stickinir  pins 
nto  a  wax  image  of  him,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  fashion  thf  wax 
too  accurately  lest  we  come  to  look  upon  it  as  a  work  of  art,  and 
worth  preserving.  The  image  of  Elmer  Gantry  is  a  pincushion,  a 
^  u-  1?  figure  bristling  with  the  hatred  and  burlesque  mockery 
which  Mr.  Lewis  volleys  over  the  lower  planes  of  organised  religion 
and  Its  commercial  preachers.  Elmer  Gantry,  an  effigy  rather  than  a 
character  in  a  story,  is  roasted  anew  in  every  page  with  such  zest 
that  we  end  by  feeling  in  this  instance  that  Mr.  Lewis  is  not  a 
novelist,  nor  a  crusader,  nor  even  a  propagandist,  but  simply  and 
solely  a  witch  burner.” 


Heywood  Broi'n  of  the  New  York  World,  who,  of  all 
people  in  the  United  States,  would  probably  be  one  of  the 
last  to  be  accused  of  prejudice  for  the  Church,  says:  “It 
is  not  a  good  novel  and  it  is  faulty  journalism.  In  its 
essence  the  book  is  not  true,  because  it  deals  so  completely 
with  outward  aspects  and  scarcely  touches  any  inner 
grace.  Lewis  gets  both  feet  off  the  ground  on  too  many 
occasions  not  to  convince  me  that  fundamentally  he  is  a 
fanatic.  But  his  technique  in  tackling  is  all  wrong.” 
Harry  Hansen,  also  of  the  New  York  World,  says :  “The 
book  reads  more  like  a  feature  story,  hot  off  the  griddle 
for  a  sensational  newspaper,  than  a  novel.” 

But  perhaps  the  most  penetrating  of  all  criticisms  is 
that  by  Rebecca  West,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of 
English  novelists.  Writing  in  the  New  York  Herald 
Tribune,  she  says :  **It  is  probably  one  of  the  most  disap¬ 
pointing  books  that  a  man  of  genius  has  ever  produced.” 
She  thus  describes  the  hero,  Elmer  Gantry :  “This  snort¬ 
ing,  cringing  creature,  this  offspring  of  the  hippopota¬ 
mus  and  the  skunk,  between  whose  coarse  lips  the  texts 
sound  as  if  he  were  munching  sappy  vegetation,  under 
whose  coarse  hands  sex  becomes  a  series  of  gross  acts  of 
the  body  ending  in  grosser  acts  of  the  spirit,  such  as  de¬ 
ceit  and  cruelty.” 

Very  keenly  she  points  out  that  the  work  fails  as  a  sa¬ 
tire  for  the  very  obvious  reason  that  one  must  know 
something  of  the  thing  that  he  is  satirizing  if  it  is  to  have 
any  value  whatever.  She  says :  “Mr.  Lewis  does  not  fulfill 
that  necessary  condition  of  the  satirist.  He  has  not  en¬ 
tered  into  imaginative  possession  of  those  qualities  the 
lack  of  which  he  derides  in  others.  He  pillories  Elmer 
Gantry  and  those  who  follow  him  because  they  are  ob¬ 
viously  misusing  the  force  that  makes  men  want  to  speak 
and  to  hear  speech  of  religion ;  but  he  has  no  vision  of  the 
use  they  ought  to  be  making  of  it.  The  passages  in  the 
book  which  present  to  one  what  Mr.  Lewis  regards  as  the 
proper  attitude  to  religion  are  disconcertingly  jejune — 
are  disconcertingly  on  the  same  mental  plane  as  Elmer 
Gantry.”  Miss  West  makes  this  observation:  “If  Lewis 
would  sit  still  so  that  life  could  make  any  deep  impression 
on  him,  if  he  would  attach  himself  to  the  human  tradition 
by  occasionally  reading  a  book  which  would  set  him  a 
standard, of  profundity,  he  could  give  his  genius  a  chance.” 

The  Advocate  will  print  in  an  early  issue  an  article  on 
Elmer  Gantry”  by  one  of  the  most  competent  literary 
scholars  and  critics  in  the  country.  Professor  Fred  L. 
Pattee  of  Pennsylvania  State  College.  L. 
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THE  PRESENT  GENERATION  HAS  TO  FACE  THE  HEAVIEST  BOMBARDMENT  OF  APPEALS  TO  "BUY  SOME 

THING”  THAT  HAS  EVER  BEEN  LET  LOOSE 


Is  Simple  Living  a  Lost  Art? 


By  J.  George  Frederick 

Fortner  Managing  Editor  of  “Printer'e  Ink 


Every  orator  and  every  writer  of  the  day  cele-  to  a  very  important  extern 
brates  or  laments  the  “complicated”  civilization  material  wants  and  in  abi! 
of  to-day.  Statisticians  have  calculated  that  one  truth  can  it  be  said  to  be 
hundred  years  ago  the  average  person  had  just  about  to  desire  to  possess  comfo: 
72  wants,  of  which  16  were  necessities ;  whereas,  the  aver-  can  be  said  is  that  the  verj 
age  person  to-day  has  484  wants,  of  which  94  are  now-  desires,  and  modem  skill  in 
aday%  rated  as  necessities.  Furthermore,  one  hundred  about,  in  our  Western  civi 
years  ago  there  were  not  more  than  200  items  urged  upon  away  from  spiritual  things 
the  average  man  by  the  seller,  whereas  to-day  there  are  too  emphatically  upon  the 
something  like  32,000.  A  home  containing  all  the  mod-  and  away  from  the  concen 
ern  inventions  and  improvements  available  to-day  would  and  renunciation  of  materi 
have  a  grand  total  of  about  100  separate  mechanisms,  be  characterized  as  traditio 
The  total  number  of  items  sold  to-day,  including  different  ling  puts  the  contrast  thus 
brands  of  one  type  of  article,  reaches  the  dizzy  heights  outer  formation  of  life;  Ii 
of  approximately  365,000.  A  well-stocked  hardware 

store  alone  carries  88,000  separate  items.  There  are  75  Avalanch 

contending  brands  of  dentifrice  (and  still  only  25%  of  The  rapidity  of  our  ris 
the  public  brushes  its  teeth!).  marvel  of  the  ages.  From 

A  state  of  civilization  such  as  is  indicated  by  the  above  the  public  prints  as  to  Amei 
figures  gives  very  especial  point  to  the  phrase  of  Emer-  for  an  austere  religionist  t( 
sons’,  worship  of  golden  calves  a 

“To  be  simple  is  to  be  great”  our  liquor  and  night-club  c 
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S:. ‘  ^  ">»«<>”  Can  Simple  Living  Be  lUdiseovered  ? 

These  few  hints  will  suffice  to  paint  the  familiar  tale  l  »  ^ost  art  to-day,  but  it  is 

of  material  possessions  in  America— which  is  from  two  “  rediscovered.  The  rich,  who  in  their 

to  three  times  greater  than  that  of  any  other  nation  in  frarrin  “  k  great  mansions,  are  now  finding  them  dis- 
the  world.  We  are  obviously  in  the  very  middle  of  a  ^  urdens,  and  are  simplifying  their  living  as  a 

great  age  of  creating  and  spreading  merchandise  and  h'  /^^^-Preservation.  Great  city- houses  are 

^  being  vacated  for  apartments.  The  tide  is  no  longer 

The  spiritually  minded  of  to  day  who  are  not  withonf  i  *  •  suburb  and  the  country, 

the  .pprecUtio.  of  tjt  that  "  vZ*!".  ‘  r*”'"  “  more  feasible;  where 

of  living  of  the  common  man  are  very  hannilv  hebi^  !  mjnad  distractions  and  mechanisms  of  the  city  do 
raised,  and  poverty  routed.  But  they  are  neverthpl  ^  render  life  such  a  bedlam.  The  styles  are  becoming 
troubled  at  the  departure  of  simplicfty  and  poise-  the  fourteen  petticoats  at  the 

.  obsession  with  material  wants  which  this  era  hL  u  h  A  nineties  women  wore  twice  as  many 

in.  It  seems  to  them  that  no  sub^^t  fould  be  moret^^^^^^^^  fp^Ttlree  ^ 
mg  to-day  than.  How  shall  that  essential  simplicity  thich  sLrekeepers  Even  Ts” ^ 

makes  for  a  fine  character  be  maintained  in  a  swiVl  f  “  •  business  is  entering  upon  a  vast 

merchandise?  There  is  every  ^  simplification  program  under  Herbert  Hoover’s  guid- 


merchandise?  There  is  every 
reason  to  admit  that  our  vic¬ 
tories  over  nature  through  in¬ 
vention,  research,  and  machinery 
are  gifts  which  it  would  be  folly 
to  deny  ourselves.  Let  every 
plumber’s  assistant  and  every 
farm  hand  go  to  work  in  his  own 
automobile  and  return  to  his 
plentiful  and  modernly  furnished 
home  containing  a  thousand 
things  which  his  grandmother 
and  grandfather  never  could  af¬ 
ford.  Let  the  stenographer 
revel  in  her  silk  stockings  and 
fur  coat ;  let  the  wage  earner 
wear  silk  shirts  and  own  bonds! 
Why  not?  It  seems  mere  snob¬ 
bery  or  illiberality  to  question 
this.  It  is  even  believed  by  some 
liberal  democrats  that  this  orgy 
of  merchandise  is  in  itself  a 
phase,  a  stepping-stone  to  spir¬ 
ituality,  since  the  possession  of 
wealth  and  leisure  will  sharpen 


Bewildered  Youth 

T^SPECIALLY  do  young  people 
need  to  he  guided  when  they  come 
upon  this  vast  bazaar  of  brilliantly  il¬ 
luminated  merchandise.  They  almost 
literally  never  spend  a  moment  beyond 
the  range  of  fhe  electric  signs,  printed 
udvertisements,  and  seductively 
arranged  window  displays  of  merchan¬ 
dise,  of  our  365,000  material  things. 
They  are  plainly  bewildered  and  put 
at  a  disadvantage,  whatever  may  be  the 
air  of  nonchalant  sophistication  which 
they  wear.  The  great  numbers  of 
young  criminals  and  the  preponderance 
of  economic  crimes  by  the  young  plainly 
demonstrate  the  intensity  of  the  money- 
pressure  which  the  yowng  who  start  in 
life  feel.” 


ance.  There  were  once  1,260 
different  kinds  of  farm  wagons 
manufactured,  by  one  concern ; 
now  reduced  to  200.  Uniform 
standards  of  every  type  and  kind 
are  being  fostered  to  eliminate 
waste,  and  in  the  world  of  art 
the  tendency  has  been  toward 
purer,  simpler  line,  and  away 
from  rococo,  jumbled,  over¬ 
loaded  design. 

Simpler  types  of  men,  sim¬ 
pler  standards  of  living,  sturdier 
resistance  to  the  lure  of  mean¬ 
ingless  multiplicity  of  posses¬ 
sions  must  be  held  up  still  more 
pointedly  as  high  examples.  The 
great  welter  of  possible  posses¬ 
sions  must  be  shown  to  be  a  drug 
to  sensibility  and  fineness,  if  in¬ 
dulged  in  too  sensuously. 

Making  Simplicity  Desirable 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  rau¬ 
cous  crying  of  wares,  it  is  ex- 
■  1  1  «  .  • 


rather  than  blunt  the  finer  facultiVs _ a11  in  i.  i  crying  of  wares,  it  is  ex- 

Cold  and  hunger  and  destitution  thev  sav  are  th  feme  y  important  that  there  be  advertisement  also  of 

destroyer,  of  fpiritualiCint  th!v  «k<=tivity.  There  e.n  be  no  indirid- 

ntd™'^-h*e 

ft  irztir "  "  rr!  ^  “ 

that  class  with  a  defimte  sense  of  values,  it  is  particu- 

Money  Concern  Strangling  the  Soul  IntjfptLt 

It  does  no  violence  to  the  spiritual  ideal  to  admit  this.  up-to-dateness  and  success  is  quantitative  material 
But  immediately  it  becomes  equally  clear  that  we  have  a  This  is  not  really  to  be  wondered  at  in  such 

very  special  responsibility  for  setting  up  spiritual  beacons  ®  'health-creating  period  as  to-day— it  comes  about  by 
in  the  midst  of  this  great  flood  of  material  wants  and  natural  gravitation.  Appeal  to  the  senses  with 

offerings  which  our  industrial  civilization  unlooses,  lest  "'*tenal  things  is  always  more  vivid  than  the  appeal  to 
we  e  carried  away  on  its  crest  like  helpless  creatures ;  spirituality ;  and  there  are  so  many  more  brains  at  work 
even  engulfed  and  drowned  in  it.  As  Henry  James  put  malting  the  appeal! 

It,  “The  object  of  money  is  to  make  one  forget  it.”  It  As  Charles  Wagner  has  said,  ‘‘Simplicity  is  a  state 
IS  precisely  because  we  are  remembering  money  too  much,  of  mind.”  And  a  state  of  mind  is  a  more  delicate  A 

'^°**^***°"ki*^*^  spirituality,  and  the  simplicity  evanescent  matter  to  foster  and  create  than  the 

which  IS  inseparable  from  it,  are  endangered  bv  the  thun-  of  u  .  1  ^  earning 

dering  water,  of  pro,perity,  bearing  on  their  anrface  a  refrigerator”°“what  L"Zded“i°"'°'’‘'l  r 

gay  and  thrilling  , peed.  *  ®  ‘  “  ‘<>  *■'  «  deeirable 

and  superior  as  the  automobile  and  the  electric  refrig- 
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erator  are  superior.  It  was  a  grace  in  time  when  a  gen¬ 
teel  class  existed,  practicing  genteel  traditions.  But  this 
purple  circle  of  aristocracy  has  perished,  and  unfortu¬ 
nately  its  spiritual  core — that  of  cultural  leadership,  dis¬ 
crimination,  taste,  selectivity — has  almost  perished,  too. 
We  must  make  simplicity  as  well  advertised  and  as  defi¬ 
nite  an  object  of  desire  as  it  once  was  in  the  days  when 
the  aristocracy  of  gentility  fostered  it.  The  parvenu 
once  anxiously  imitated  the  genteel  because  the  genteel 
occupied  high  social  place.  The  caste  conception  of  so¬ 
ciety  is  no  longer  such  a  disciplinary  force  toward  culture 
and  simplicity.  The  reliance  now  must  be  upon  the  mind 
and  the  soul,  upon  the  individual  understanding. 

Nowhere  is  our  modern  civilization  so  weak  as  in  its 
failure  to  understand  the  difficulties  our  new  standards 
of  living  create  for  young  people.  They  are  reared  to 
higher  standards,  but  so  fast  do  living  standards  rise  that 
they  find  it  almost  impossible  to  attain  by  the  marked 
value  of  their  own  efforts  the  high  standards  of  living 
so  carelessly  set  in  our  modern  prosperity,  at  an  age 
commensurate  with  their  emotional  mating  period.  At 
a  time,  therefore,  when  they  have  the  greatest  need  for 
spiritual  standards  they  find  themselves  unprepared,  in 
these  irreligious  days,  for  the  intense  pressure  upon  those 
standards  which  the  lure  of  luxury  and  customs  set  up. 
It  seems  as  though  all  the  resources  and  the  genius 
of  civilization  are  focused  upon  developing  wants,  upon 
fixing  these  wants  as  a  social  standard,  and  upon  offer- 
ing  goods  to  assuage  these  wants — ^but  do  not  make  it 
possible  for  the  average  young  people  to  secure  the  pur¬ 
chase  price  of  these  wants  until  nearly  middle  age.  Nor 
is  there  widely  offered  to  young  people  the  necessary 
counteracting  standards  by  means  of  which  they  can 
learn  to  find  happiness  in  simple  things. 

The  Postponement  of  Marriage 

Under  modern  specialized  training  and  the  greater 


call  for  education  and  preparation,  the  age  at  which  a 
man  can  earn  the  salary  necessary  to  maintain  the  modern 
standard  of  comfort  does  not  arrive  until  thirty  or  thirty- 
five.  The  young  man  out  of  college  or  the  young  man 
starting  in  business  can  very  easily  spend  an  entire  week’s 
salary  providing  a  young  lady  of  his  choice  with  enter¬ 
tainment  and  yet  not  depart  very  far  from  her  expecta¬ 
tions.  The  resulting  delay  in  matrimony  brings  its  own 
train  of  social  evils;  biit  there  are  many  other  results, 
not  alone  in  crime,  but  in  feverishly  focusing  attention 
upon  earning  the  price  of  the  new  standards  of  living, 
which  are  only  quantitative  standards. 

We  must  especially  make  sure  that  young  people  arc 
given  the  information,  the  standards,  the  ripe  experience 
— which  show  that  it  is  folly  to  follow  other  people’s 
standards — “keep  up  with  the  Joneses.”  The  higher  • 
aristocracy,  deeper  spiritual  satisfactions,  and  more  sat¬ 
isfying  individuality  of  a  few  choices  based  on  the  simple 
but  beautiful  should  be  inculcated.  We  need  in  our  schools 
and  colleges  to  teach,  more  definitely,  emotional  adjust¬ 
ment  to  the  life  and  standards  pressing  in  too  close  upon 
us ;  we  need  courses  in  the  practical  philosophy  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  life.  Not  long  ago  college  undergraduates  them¬ 
selves  pleaded  for  this  very  thing.  The  superior  philos¬ 
ophy  of  enjoying  by  anticipation  a  treasured  possession, 
during  a  period  of  earning  and  saving  for  it,  needs  to 
be  more  widely  understood.  The  nature  of  desire,  the 
futility  of  just  “things”  and  more  things,  the  rich  possi¬ 
bilities  of  more  inner  resources ;  the  fundamental,  even 
rational,  place  of  religion  in  arriving  at  a  workable, 
satisfactory  meaning  of  life  as  a  basis  for  setting  stand¬ 
ards  of  value — these  things  even  our  “disillusioned” 
younger  generation  is  calling  for,  and  soon  they  will  be 
telling  us  that  we  have  been  grossly  negligent  in  not  pro¬ 
viding  them. 

The  greater  satisfactions  residing  in  things  which  are 
not  material  and  not  purchasable  need  to  be  extolled. 


J 


The  Parable  of  the  Nile  and  the  Po 

By  John  Andrew  Holmes 


Last  summer  a  lot  of  the  best  people  in  Lincoln  made 
j  me  a  present  of  some  money.  “Take  this  money,” 
said  they,  “and  clear  out.  Go  as  far  away  from 
here  as  you  can  get.  Stay  away  as  long  as  it  will  last. 
We  only  wish  it  were  a  million  dollars,  so  thflit  you  would 
never  need  to  return.” 

I  took  the  money  and  my  family  and  went  on  the 
greatest  journey  possible  to  man.  I  visited  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Sea,  and  viewed  the  remains  of  the  nations  which 
have  made  the  bulk  of  the  history  of  the  race. 

On  the  opposite  sides  of  that  famous  sea  I  saw  two 
rivers,  from  which  I  drew  a  parable  regarding  the  gen¬ 
erosity  of  my  friends.  Flowing  into  the  Mediterranean 
from  the  north  is  the  Italian  Po,  and  from  the  south  is 
the  African  Nile. 

The  Po  is  only  a  provincial  stream,  the  Nile  is  a  con¬ 
tinental  river.  The  Nile  is  ten  times  as  great  as  its  little 
neighbor,  and  is  known  around  the  world  as  a  marvel. 
Yet  at  the  end  of  its  course,  when  it  comes  to  pour  itself 
out  in  death  into  the  great  sea,  as  we  shall  pour  ourselves 
at  the  ends  of  our  courses  into  the  ocean  of  eternity,  it 
dies  poor.  It  has  little  left  of  its  resources  to  pour  out. 
In  that  hour  the  insignificant  Po  is  as  rich  as  the  Nile. 


The  reason  is  that  the  Po  is  a  tightwad  stream.  All 
the  water  that  flows  into  it  is  carried  on  undiminished 
to  the  end.  Like  the  Scotchman  of  our  modern  my¬ 
thology,  it  is  frugal  to  a  fault.  It  celebrates  Thrift  Week 
every  week.  It  needs  not  to  set  any  time  apart  for  such 
purposes.  So  it  dies  rich. 

Far  different  the  sort  of  life  that  is  led  by  the  Nile. 
Throughout  the  thousands  of  miles  of  its  course,  the  Nile 
constantly  gives  off  of  its  resources.  It  lives  to  serve.  It 
is  a  philanthropist  to  the  burning  atmosphere  of  equatorial 
Africa,  which  it  blesses  with  its  evaporation.  Through 
irrigation  its  alms  are  so  vast  that  Egypt  is  called  the 
gift  of  the  Nile.  At  Cairo  I  calculated  that  a  cubic  mile 
of  water  flowed  there  every  week  within  Nile  banks.  Yet 
so  generously  are  those  waters  given  off  to  bless  the 
parched  land  that  when  it  reaches  the  end  of  its  long 
career,  the  Nile  is  as  poor  in  its  death  as  the  Po. 

While  it  is  not  an  evil  thing  to  die  rich,  yet  I  should 
rather  live  rich.  I  should  rather  have  much  and  give 
most  of  it  away  as  need  appeared  than  have  as  little  as 
the  Po  and  keep  it  all  till  I  died.  I  admire  the  spirit  of 
the  Nile. 

LINCOLN,  NEBRASKA. 
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I  FOR  THE  LENTEN  SEASON  | 

Great  Living 

The  Thingsi'Most  Worth  Having  Are  Never  Thrusti.Into  Our  Hands 

By  McEwan  Lg,wsoii 

IIFE  is  not  easy  to  understand.  Jn  some  moods  it  fusing  the  secondarv  with  fKo  r...-  a  .... 

^angfr  of  beco™„7n.:;l'^Ioo  "  r" 


= ‘“.rE- r-irizx: - ' 

thrust  into  our  hands.  As  Mr.  "ever  heard  of  Presbyteri- 


d.  L.  Paton  says,  life  is  like  an 
Oriental  shopkeeper.  He  dis- 
^  plays  his  goods,  sits  at  the  back 
W  of  his  shop,  and  you  may  safely 
reckon  that  he  keeps  his  best 
goods  hidden;  they  have  to  be 
asked  for.  Most  of  us  make  a 
muddle  of  life,  not  because  we  are 
evil,  but  because  we  are  ignorant. 
^Ve  do  not  know  the  goods  which 
last. 

The  Asset  of  Clear  Sight 

Clear  sight  is  a  great  asset. 
There  are  some  things  which  are 
primary  and  some  things  which 
are  secondary.  “The  hottest 
day  that  ever  I  felt  in  my  life,” 
writes  Pepys  in  his  Diary  of 
June  7,  1665.  “This  day,  much 
against  my  will,  I  did  in  Drury- 
^  lane  see  two  or  three  houses 
marked  with  a  red  cross  upon 
the  doors,  and  ‘Lord,  have  mercy 
upon  us’  writ  thereon.”  Five 
luindred  and  ninety  died  of  the 
plague  that  month.  Pepys — and 
all  honor  to  him — stays  on  in 
London;  he  keeps  to  his  desk  at 
the  Admiralty.  It  is  true  that 
his  motive  is  not  altogether  dis¬ 
interested.  He  climbs  a  little 
higher.  “My  late  gettings  have 
been  very  much  to  my  great  con¬ 
tent,”  he  writes,  “and  am  likely 
to  have  yet  a  few  more  profitable 
jobs  in  a  little  while.”  In  Au¬ 
gust  seventeen  thousand  die,  and 
tliirty-one  thousand  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  In  September  he  writes 
*gain.  September  3  (Lord’s 
Day)  :  “Up,  and  put  on  my  col¬ 
oured  silk  suit,  very  fine,  and  my 
new  periwig.”  Mr.  Pepys  is  con- 


An  Ancient  Olive  in  Oetheemane 


A  Palestine  Perspective 

By  Madeleine  Sweeny  Miller 

Forgotten  are  Jerusalem’s  narrow  streets 
With  caves  where  poor  men  bug  their  fly- 
flecked  meats. 

Forgotten  are  her  steps  where  merchants  crowd 
Chief  priests  that  wedk  caparisoned  and  proud. 
Forgotten,  puny  babies  at  the  breast 
O/  milkless  mothers,  seeking  stones  for  rest. 
Forgotten,  stumbling  women  under  veils 

hold  the  sweat  and  dust  of  passing  years. 
Forgotten  are  the  temple  leper’s  tears 
And  blind  man’s  cry,  who  every  passer  hails. 
Forgotten  are  our  pangs  at  men  who  bend 
And  stagger  under  loads  that  will  not  end. 

For  as  we  sail  into  the  hopeful  sea, 

A  single  star  looms  over  Palestine — > 

The  star  of  Nazareth  and  of  Galilee; 

A  Single  tree  finds  in  our  hearts,  a  shrine — 
An  ancient  olive  in  Oethsemanel 

BROOKLYN,  NEW  YORK. 


,  haps  never  heard  of  Presbyteri- 
»  ans  or  Congregationalists  or 
I  Anglo-Catholics,  and  they  will 
I  not  bother  much  about  whether 
I  we  have  been  “butchers  or  bakers 
i  or  candlestick-makers.”  The 
great  thing  will  be  to  be  able  to 
say,  “In  that  queer,  confused 
world  I  came  from,  I  did  try  to 
lead  them  straight.” 

Naturalness 

The  second  secret  of  real 
giHjatness  is  to  be  natural.  In 
the  Middle  Ages  the  troubadour 
and  the  jongleur  ^tramped  the 
roads  together.  The  trouba¬ 
dour  was  the  musician,  and  the 
joijgleur,  between  the  musical 
items,  would  stand  on  his  head 
or  balance  a  stick  on  the  tip  of 
liis(  nose.  The  old  story  goes 
that  a  jongleur  once  became  a 
monk.  He  put  on  the  gray  robe 
of  a  Franciscan,  and,  leaving  all 
his  tricks  behind  him,  entered 
the  monastery  and  sang  de¬ 
voutly  in  the  choir.  And  soon 
they  saw  that  he  was  ill.  The 
whisper  went  round  the  refectory 
that  Brother  Martin  was  not 
long  for  this  world.  Then,  to 
the  astonishment  of  all,  he  began 
to  revive.  Night  by  night,  after 
vespers,  they  "hatched  him  steal¬ 
ing  along  the  cloisters  back  to 
the  chapel.  “A  miracle  is  being 
wrought,”  they  said ;  “the  Blessed 
V^irgin  must  be  touching  his  pale 
cheek.”  And  so,  in  a  back  pew, 
five  of  them  watched.  In  through 
the  door  came  Brother  Martin, 
and  up  the  aisle.  He  knelt  be¬ 
fore  the  altar  and,  just  as  they 
expected  to  see  the  Blessed  Vir¬ 
gin  bend  over  him,  to  their  as- 
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tomshment  they  saw  that  Brother  Martin  was  turning 
somersaults,  and  balancing  a  stick  on  his  nose,  and  doing 
all  his  old  tricks,  to  the  glory  of  Crod.  The  story  says 
that  the  child  in  the  Virgin’s  arms  smiled  and  clapped 
His  hands.  God  hates  stencils.  He  likes  roses  and  men 
and  women  all  different.  He  needs  every  kind  of  window 
to  shine  through,  not  a  hundred  portholes  all  the  same. 
He  wants  our  natural  selves. 

The  Real  Jewels 

.  The  third  secret  is  to  have  immortal  treasure.  There 
are  lovely  things  in  this  world: 

White  plates  and  cups,  clean  gleaming,  * 

Ringed  with  blue  lines; 

Wet  roofs,  beneath  the  lamplight; 

The  blue,  bitter  smoke  of  wo<m. 

Radiant  raindrops  couching  in  cool  flowers; 

The  keen  unpassioned  beauty  of  a  great  machine; 

High  places,  brown  horse-chestnuts,  glossy-new; 

Firm  sands;  the  little  dulling  edge  of  foam 

That  crowns  and  dwindles  as  the  wave  goes  home. 

But  one  day  we  have  to  say  good-bye  to  them.  Where 
we  should  be  without  human  friendship,  passes  compre¬ 
hension.  We  are  all  nearly  as  funny-looking  as  Mr.  Bate¬ 
man  draws  us,  but  the  funniest-looking  of  us  has  someone 
who  thinks  the  world  of  us,  and  that  love  keeps  us  alive. 
But  friends  pass  on.  The  real  tragedy  of  life  as  Jesus 
saw  it  was  to  watch  men  and  women  bending  over  their 
hard-won  jewels,  and  then  to  see  the  lean  hand  of  Sorrow, 
Time,  or  Death  stealing  under  the  tent-flap,  wrapping 
its  thin  fingers  about  our  treasure,  and  leaving  us  utterly 
forlorn.  “You  must  have  immortal  treasure,”  Christ  says 
— “treasure  that  neither  moth  nor  rust  can  rorrupt — 
treasure  that  thieves  can  never  steal.” 

Be  a  Pied  Piper;  Play  Something 

Discover  something.  Old  songs  are  wonderful  things. 
You  can  hear  “To  Anthea”  twice  in  an  evening,  and  be 
ready  to  hear  it  a  third  time,  and  one  never  really  wearies 
of  the  Pied  Piper.  You  can  see  the  long  gaunt  man;  he 
seems  to  carry  a  special  wind  with  him  which  always 
flutters  the  trailing  ribbons  of  his  dress.  You  can  see 
the  rats  in  all  their  shapes  and  sizes.  You  can  see  all 
the  children  hurrying  after  him. 


Did  I  say  all?  No;  one  was  lame. 

And  could  not  dance  the  whole  of  the  way ;  , 

And  in  after  years,  if  you  would  blame 

His  sadness,  he  was  used  to  sayi  ^ 

“It’s  dull  In  our  town  since  my  playmates  left.  ’■ 

I  cfan’t  forget  that  I’m  bereft  ^ 

Of  all  the  pleasant  sights  they  see. 

Which  the  Piper  idso  promised  me. 

For  he  led  us,  he  said,  to  a  joyous  land. 

Joining  the  town  and  just  at  hand. 

Where  waters  gushed  and  fruit  trees  grew. 

And  flowers  put  forth  a  fairer  hue. 

And  everything  was  strange  and  new; 

And  just  as  I  became  assured 
My  lame  foot  would  be  speedUy  cured. 

The  music  stopped,  and  I  stood  still. 

And  found  myself  outside  the  Hill.” 

That  little  child,  with  its  lame  foot,  dreaming  of  “a  joy¬ 
ous  land  joining  the  town  and  just  at  hand,”  is  a  picture 
of  the  world.  Be  a  Pied  Piper.  Play  something.  Dis¬ 
cover  something. 

Last !  It  is  easy  to  set  out  on  a  long  walk.  It  is 
hard  going  after  twenty-five  miles.  That  is  the  testing 
time.  There  was 'a  great  interview  in  the  papers  not 
long  ago.  It  was  the  life  story  of  a  humble  woman : 

I  was  living  at  Sandy  Hook  when  I  met  Jacob  Walker.  He  kept 
the  Sandy  Hook  lighthouse.  He  took  me  to  that  lighthouse  as  his 
bride.  I  enjoyed  tlmt,  for  it  was  on  land,  and  I  could  keep  a  garden 
and  raise  veg^ables  and  flowers.  After  a  few  years  my  husband  ^ 
was  transferred  to  Robbins  Reef.  The  day  we  came  here  I  said:  ^ 
“I  won’t  stay.  The  sight  of  water  whichever  way  I  look  makes  me  " 
lonesome  and  blue.”  I  refused  to  unpack  my  boxes  and  trunks  at 
first.  I  unpacked  them  a  little  at  a  time.  After  a  while  they  were 
all  unpacked,  and  I  stayed  on.  My  husband  caught  a  heavy  cold 
while  tending  the  light.  It  turned  to  pneumonia.  It  was  necessary 
to  take  him  to  the  Smith  Infirmary  on  Staten  Island,  where  he  Could 
have  better  care  than  I  could  give  him  in  the  lighthouse.  I  could  not 
leave  the  light  to  be  with  him.  He  understood.  One  night,  while  I 
sat  up  there  tending  the  light,  I  saw  a  boat  coming.  Something 
told  me  what  news  it  was  bringing  me.  I  expected  the  words  that 
came  up  to  me  from  the  darkness:  “We  are  sorry,  Mrs.  Walker,  but 
your  husband’s  worse.” 

“He  is  dead  I”  I  said. 

We  buried  him  in  the  cemetery  on  the  hill.  Every  morning  when 
the  sun  comes  up  I  stand  at  the  porthole  and  look  in  the  direction 
of  his  grave.  Sometimes  the  hills  are  white  with  snow,  sometimes 
they  are  green,  sometimes  brown.  But  there  always  seems  to  come 
a  clear  message  to  me.  It  is  what  I  heard  Jacob  say  more  often  than 
anything  else  in  his  life.  Just  three  words,  “Mind  the  light.”  I  have 
been  here  thirty-two  years. 

That  is  the  man  or  woman  Christ  wants.  They  are 
the  great  discoverers.  They  arrive,  and  they  lead  others 
with  them.  They  hear  the  “Well  done !” 


Ten  Ways  of  Being  a  Bad  Parent 


1.  A  parent  is  bad  whose  imagination  is  colored 
by  an  uncritical  belief  in  the  vague  rumors  of  scandal 
about  young  people.  Such  parents  have  no  sense 
of  proportion,  are  ready  to  accept  the  worst  be¬ 
cause  it  fits  in  with  their  theories.  They  are  the 
largest  contributing  factor  to  the  breakdown  of 
reputation,  even  of  their  own  children. 

2.  A  parent  is  bad  who  accepts  “fate”  blindly 
and  cannot  see  behind  present  handicaps  the  back¬ 
ground  of  latent  strength. 

3.  A  parent  is  bad  who  does  not  realize  that  with 
adolescence  comes  a  tremendous  pull  of  loyalty  to¬ 
ward  frfends  outside  the  family  group. 

4.  For  a  parent  to  become  prematurely  stabil¬ 
ized,  so  that  he  loses  a  sense  of  proportion  and  can¬ 
not  distinguish  between  major  and  minor  values,  is 
to  become  a  bad  parent. 


5.  A  parent  who  makes  a  faulty  characteriza¬ 
tion  of  a  child  is  likely  to  produce  bad  results. 

6.  A  parent  may  be  bad  if  the  goal  placed  be¬ 
fore  the  children  is  too  immediate  and  too  easy,  or 
is  so  concerned  with  money  and  “comfort”  that  the 
children  become  bored  with  life. 

7.  A  parent  is  bad  who  is  a  parent  only  spas¬ 
modically,  and  then  usually  at  the  wrong  time. 

8.  A  parent  is  bad  who  cannot  shield  a  child 
from  premature  exposure  to  adult  anxiety  or  per¬ 
plexity. 

9.  A  parent  is  bad  who  builds  up  in  the  child  a 
feeling  of  inferiority. 

10.  A  parent  is  bad  who  will  not  let  a  child  grow 
up ;  who  does  all  the  talking ;  makes  all  the  decisions, 
and  meets  all  the  issues. — Miriam  Van  Waters,  in 
The  Survey.- 
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Christian  StEtcsmanship  the  S3,f0gu3,rcl 
of  World  Democracy ■ — -II 

{Concluded  from  previous  itstie) 

By  the  Rev.  John  H.  Reed,  D.D. 


Consider  the  Relation  of  the 
Church  to  the  State  in  the  Destiny  of  Our  World 
Population.  World  problems  are  indeed  problems 

•  These  must  find  their  solution 

in  the  final  triumph  and  sovereignty  of  God’s  moral  gov¬ 
ernment  of  His  universe.  Any  attempt  to  break  daylight 
upon  human  darkness  otherwise  than  through  the  chan¬ 
nels  of  human  thought,  based  upon  eternal  truth,  is  but 
to  confuse  and  confound  the  peoples  of  the  earth.  The 
kings  of  the  earth  shall  bring  their  glory  and  honor  into 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

The  great  and  abiding  principles  of  the  church 
undergird  human  civilization,  and  these  are  being  wrought 
out  as  the  deep  current  of  modern  thought  swells  the  tide 
of  the  world  8  progress,  borne  unceasingly  onward  towards 
the  great  ocean  of  eternity.  Mankind  now  evolves  out 
of  the  long  night  of  error  into  the  daybreak  of  the  most 
marvelous  revelations  disclosed  to  statesmen,  publicists, 
and  Christian  philosophers.  This  comes,  not  through 
blinded  ignorance  and  prejudiced  judgments,  but  through 
spyks  of  infinite  mental  and  spiritual  capacities  with 
which  the  various  groups  and  racial  types  are  endowed 

constant  evolution  hfis  been 
further;  out  of  cruelties,  oppressions,  slavery,  and  hate, 
into  altruism,  freedom,  liberty,  patriotism,  brotherhood; 
out  of  selfishness  and  greed  into  benevolences  and  the 
larger  humanities. 

t  Evans  Hughes,  former  Secretary 

of  State,  in  an  address  at  Fanueil  Hall,  Boston,  not  long 
since,  celebrating  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  speaking  on  the  “Problem  of  Liberty  To¬ 
day,”  said:  “As  we  contemplate  a  world  of  peoples  en- 
arged  out  of  the  control  of  dynasties — as  we  observe 
the  widespread  simulations  of  democratic  forms  among 
peoples  still  without  self-discipline  or  training  in  the  most 
difficult  of  arts — vast  masses  who  are  the  victims  of  abuses 
and  tyrannies  bearing  popular  labels,  we  can  but  realize 
that  we  have  fallen  upon  a  time  when  it  is  not  necessary 
to  argue  the  right  of  self-govermnent,  but  to  demonstrate 
the  capacity  for  its  exercise;  not  to  invoke  the  name  of 
Liberty,  but  to  learn  the  practice  of  Liberty ;  not  to  op¬ 
pose  the  outworn  pretensions  of  despots  asserting  “Di¬ 
vine  Rights,”  but  to  secure  the  good  order  of  community 
life  and  rational  progress  under  free  institutions  so  that 
peoples  escaping  the  weariness  and  cynicism,  which  are 
the  natural  reactions  from  the  illusions  of  freedom,  will 
not  invite  despots  to  return.”  This  declaration  and  de¬ 
liverance  by  one  among  the  greatest  of  Christian  states¬ 
men,  expresses  a  truth  that  is  applicable  to  the  whole 
rend  of  popular  public  thought  and  opinion  as  related 
to  the  problem  of  liberty  and  search  for  truth  within  the 
vast  realm  of  religious  endeavor  as  affecting  popular  gov¬ 
ernment  upon  the  globe.  “ 

What  are  the  great  issues  that  now  arise  for  discus¬ 
sion  and  permanent  settlement  on  part  of  the  church  and 
the  faith  of  our  fathers,  as  these  relate  themselves  to  the 
principles  underlying  governmental  order  and  world  de¬ 


mocracy?  First,  the  unity  of  Christian  believers  and  the 
solidarity  of  our  world  population.  This  is  fundamental, 
especially  so  within  a  representative  democracy,  tending 
towards  reaching  its  true  destiny  in  the  Fatherhood  of 
God  and  the  universal  brotherhood  of  man.  There  is  in¬ 
deed  a  positive  self-determination  on  part  of  government 
towards  a  great  nationalism  which  is  expressed  in  terms 
of  national  unity.  The  Federal  Union  of  the  American 
Republic,  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  with  her 
world  dependencies,  together  with  the  trend  of  Colonial 
Union  of  European  Crown  Colonies  and  Protectorates, 
6vince  this  truth  in  modern  government. 

There  can  be  no  union  of  church  and  state  as  such. 
Nevertheless,  this  principle  of  national  unity  comes  to 
grief  under  a  system  of  warring  factions  and  dis¬ 
similar  denominational  sects  with  opposing  creeds  in  the 
Christian  church,  which  organization,  by  the  very  spirit 
and  genius  of  Christianity,  must  be  and  remain  the  hand¬ 
maid  of  the  state.  With  tenets  and  dogma,  there  arise 
two  counter  forces  in  our  civic  and  religious  order,  the 
impact  of  which  by  their  counter  marches,  must  inevitably 
make  for  the  disintegration  of  the  forces  striving  for 
national  unity.  This  situation  very  manifestly  obUins 
under  our  modern  order. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  secure  national  unity  and  con¬ 
serve  the  undying  principles  of  constitutional  govern¬ 
ment,  the  unity  of  Chrijstian  believers  becomes  at  once 
imperative.  Yea,  it  is  indeed  the  rock-bed  principle  for 
the  4;riumph  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  through  the  dominant 
and  regnant  forces  silently  at  work,  leavening  the  whole 
lump,  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  This  is  in  full 
consonance  and  in  harmony  with  the  declaration  of  our 
Head  and  Founder,  Jesus  the  Christ,  who  said,  “I  am  come 
that  they  all  may  be  one.”  The  basis  of  such  unity  is  the 
fullest  recognition  of  those  underlying  principles  which 
constitute  the  unity  and  solidarity  of  all  races  and  na¬ 
tionalities  upon  the  globe.  It  is  truly  apparent  in  pres¬ 
ent  ecclesiastical  thought  that  the  trend  of  the  Christian 
church  is  towards  a  broader  relation  than  federal  union 
of  churches  upon  the  narrow  platform  of  denomination- 
ahsm,  and  a  deeper  self-determination  and  self-expression 
of  the  various  religious  groups.  This  manifest  tendency 
in  religious  thought  cannot  and  should  not  be  crushed 
back  into  narrow  sectionalism  on  part  of  Christian  be¬ 
lievers,  nor  countenanced  on  part  of  the  nation  under  the 
prb  of  so-called  religious  freedom.  There  should  be  no 
bar  of  racial  exclusiveness  within  the  church,  nor  should 

there  be  any  act  of  national  exclusion  on  part  of  the  na¬ 
tion. 

The  unity  of  Protestant  Christianity  under  our  pres¬ 
ent  world  conditions  can  never  be  truly  effected  upon  a 
materialistic,  geographical,  sectional,  nor  racial  basis. 
The  very  quintessence  of  such  a  unity  must  find  its  deepest 
and  broadest  expression  in  safeguarding  the  constitu¬ 
tional  rights  and  moral  obligations  of  mankind  for  both 
the  good  of  the  church  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  state. 
This  IS  the  true  philosophy  qf  constitutional  government. 
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Louisiana  Conference  Methodist 
Brotherhood  Meeting 

At  Wesley  Chapel,  New  Orleans,  La.,  April  6-7 


STIMULATED  by  the  Methodist  Men’s  Council 
meeting  last  March  in  New  Orleans,  the  Methodist 
men  of  the  New  Orleans  District  immediately,  un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  Dr.  A.  W.  Brazier, 
organized  the  Methodist  Brotherhood  of 
the  New  Orleans  District. 

So  much  good  resulted  in  the  resur¬ 
rected  and  new-born  brotherhoods,  and 
with  renewed  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
men  of  the  different  churches,  that  the 
district  brotherhood  asked  the  Louisiana 
Conference  at  its  last  session  to  permit 
the  organization  of  a  Conference  brother¬ 
hood.  This  was  granted. 

The  meeting  April  6  and  7  at  New 
Orleans  is  the  fulfillment  of  that  grant. 

A  great  meeting  is  anticipated.  Enthusi¬ 
asm  will  be  at  fever  heat.  Practical  plans 
of  work  will  be  presented  by  speakers  of 
experience.  The  Conference  brotherhood  will  be  organ¬ 
ized.  The  good  which  has  been  achieved  on  the  district 
over  which  the  Rev.  M.  R.  Walker  is  the  efficient  district 
superintendent  will  be  transmitted  to  the  other  dis¬ 
tricts. 

Questions  of  financial,  evangelical,  civic,  'and  general 
welfare  of  the  church  in  the  local  community  and  the 
world  at  large  will  be  presented. 

Bishop  Jones  has  arranged  his  program  so  that  he 


will  be  present  and  address  the  meeting.  Other  promi¬ 
nent  speakers  within  and  without  the  Conference  w'ill  speak. 

The  public  is  cordially  invited  to  this  Conference-wide 
brotherhood  convention.  Every  interest 
of  the  church  will  be  featured  with  promi¬ 
nent  speakers  from  various  parts  of  the 
country.  Every  church  in  the  city  and 
State  must  be  represented.  Every  male 
member  of  the  church  is  expected  to  at¬ 
tend.  Registration  fee,  one  dollar.  Don’t 
miss  this  great  meeting.  Superb  music — 
100  male-voice  choir  under  the  leadership 
of  Brothers  Stewart,  of  Mt.  Zion;  L.  R. 
Scott,  of  Haven;  B.  McHubbard,  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  This 
great  meeting  is  endorsed  by  Bishop  Rob¬ 
ert  E.  Jones,  resident  bishop,  and  the  local 
Ministers’  Alliance. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Brazier,  president  District 
Brotherhood ;  Robert  Armstead,  secretary ;  Dean  Robert 
B.  Hayes,  chairman  Committee  on  Arrangements,  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Ministerial  Alliance:  The  Revs.  J.  W.  Wells, 
Trinity  Church;  C.  S,  Stanley,  First  Street  Church;  W. 
T.  Handy,  People’s  Church ;  J,  W.  Turner,  Williams 
Church ;  C.  W.  Reeves,  Peck  Memorial  Church. 

Send  in  your  registration  fee.  Those  coming  write 
Dr.  A.  W.  Brazier,  Pythian  Temple,  or  Dean  Robert  B. 
Hayes,  New  Orleans  University,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Bishop  R.  E.  Jones 


and  the  high-water  wark  of  our  Christian  civilization. 
The  approach  to  such  a  proposition  by  Protestant  faith 
demands  the  broadest  Christian  statesmanship.  It  com¬ 
prehends  in  its  scope  the  moral  and  spiritual  transfor¬ 
mation  of  our  world  population  and  holds  within  its 
perspective  those  lofty  world-visioned  ideals  which  make 
for  the  permanent  establishment  of  world  democracy 
under  popular  government  and  the  maintenance  of  na¬ 
tional  integrity  among  the  nations  of  modern  times.  We 
must  therefore  think  in  terms  of  world  building  on  part 
of  the  state,  and  world  redemption  on  part  of  the  church. 
The  very  conception  of  such  a  lofty  ideal  connotes  the 


complete  and  final  disintegration  of  denominational  sec¬ 
tionalism,  a  full  restatement  of  our  worn  and  threadbare 
creeds  in  harmony  with  new  world  policies  embodied 
within  national  constitutions,  and  the  broadest  expression 
of  all  enduring  virtues  found  within  the  very  warp  and 
woof  of  the  garment  which  clothes  the  peoples  of  the 
earth  with  righteousness  that  exalts  the  nations. 

Such  a  unity  becomes  more  than  a  mere  scheme  of 
church  unification  or  organic  absorption  between  any  two 
denominational  bodies  in  Protestantism ;  it  is  not  a  mere 
compromise  between  two  hostile  ecclesiastical  camps,  but 
rather  the  basic  and  undergirding  principle  for  the  whole 
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future  work  and  world  operation  of  Protestant  Chris¬ 
tianity.  The  real  purpose  of  such  an  approach  must 
find  its  primary  result  in  the  maintenance  of  constitu¬ 
tional  government  upon  the  globe,  the  perpetuation  of  the 
best  there  is  in  Christian  civilization,  reaching  its  highest 
culmination  in  Christian  brotherhood. 

We  may  consider,  in  the  second  place,  the  truth:  The 
Church  Stands  Responsible  for  the  Destiny  of  the  Na¬ 
tion.  This  is  indeed  a  bold  assertion,  but  considered  in 
the  light  of  truth  and  candor,  it  at  once  becomes  ap- 
[larent.  Two  great  and  commanding  forces  now  operate 
throughout  the  governmental  and  religious  world,  viz., 
Protestantism  and  Roman  Catholicism,  These  two  domi¬ 
nant  forces  direct  and  control  the  entire  ecclesiastical 
and  religious  thought  of  the  American  republic.  They 
stand  as  antagonistic  forces  under  the  ample  folds  of  the 
American  flag — both  protected  by  the  National  Consti¬ 
tution  in  the  full  and  free  exercise  of  religious  rights. 
Religious  freedom  carries  with  it  the  right  to  worship 
(lod  according  to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience,  sustained 
by  a  free  moral  agency.  While  such  is  true,  there  is  a 
manifest  discordant  note  heard  in  the  ecclesiasticism  of 
these  two  branches  of  Christianity,  which  mars  the  con- 
^cord  and  harmony  of  communicants  and  adherents  of 
^he  Christian  church  as  represented  in  these  two  branches. 
\Ve  may  well  pause  and  make  the  query,  Whither  bound.? 

Phe  governments  of  the  civilized  world  to-day  watch 
with  anxious  and  abated  breath  the  movements  of  the 
('hristian  church  as  portrayed  in  the  world-wide  religious 
propaganda  of  these  two  religious  forces.  From  the  time 
that  Montcalm,  the  French  Catholic  general,  went  down 
in  death  and  defeat  under  the  conquering  arms  of  Wolfe, 
the  English  Protestant  general  in  that  death  grapple 
upon  the  plains  of  Abraham,  in  the  surrender  of  Quebec, 
and  the  muse  of  history  sang  the  triumph  of  Protestant 
ideals  upon  the  Western  continent,  which  made  the  early 
settlements  English  rather  than  French,  thereby  giving 
the  prestige  to  Protestant  faith  upon  a  new  continent,  the 
sword  has  been  unsheathed  and  the  religious  battle  has 
been  waged,  inspired  by  Roman  Catholic  cardinals,  under 
the  spell  of  the  Vatican  at  Rome  on  the  one  hand,  and 
stubbornly  opposed  by  Protestant  ecclesiastical  leaders 
on  the  other.  What  is  the  sequel  under  the  Stars  and 
^tripes.?  In  the  educational  growth  of  our  institutions 
there  has  arisen  a  parochial  school  system  on  part  of 
Roman  Catholicism  over  against  the  American  public 
school  system,  and  fostered  to  the  extent  that  the  Holy 
liible,  the  inspired  Word  of  God,  has  been  practically 
cluninated  from  our  system  of  public  education  and  in¬ 
struction.  This  grew  out  of  the  inharmonious  relation- 
slii|)s  and  discords  of  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant 
faiths,  all  intensified  by  denominational  bigotry  and  re¬ 
ligious  intolerance,  from  which  neither  side  can  lay  claims 
to  innocence  and  Christian  perfection. 

In  the  growth  of  the  American  Republic  this  spirit  of 
intolerance  has  increased  in  exact  ratio  and  proportion 
to  the  increase  of  population.  The  situation  now  relates 
itself  to  national  politics,  and  doubtless  will  be  made  an 
issue  in  the  national  campaign.  The  question  resolves 
itself  to  this:  Will  the  American  Republic,  through  party 
politics,  ever  nominate  and  elect  a  Roman  Catholic  as 
president.?  In  other  words,  will  the  Vatican  at  Rome  ever 
••  afforded  the  opportunity  of  lending  its  ecclesiastical 
influence  to  the  administration  of  the  Government  at 
Washington?  From  the  history  of  Roman  Catholicism 
•f*  its  relation  to  republican  institutions,  true  American¬ 


ism  at  once  questions  the  wisdom  of  such  a  political  pro¬ 
cedure  and  such  a  governmental  experiment  on  part  of 
the  electorate  of  this  great  representative  democracy. 
It  becomes  not  a  matter  of  personal  fitness  and  proficient 
statesmanship  on  part  of  any  individual  candidate,  but 
rather  the  deeper  consideration  of  historic  facts  regard- 
ing  the  church  itself  in  its  relation  to  democratic  gov¬ 
ernment. 

When  we  recall  the  long  struggle  of  the  Roman  Pon¬ 
tificate  at  temporal  power — both  ecclesiastical  and  gov¬ 
ernmental  and  the  historic  attitude  of  the  Vatican  and 
holy  see  towards  popular  government ;  when  we  consider 
the  purpose  and  intent  of  the  European  Holy  Alliance, 
fostered  and  abetted  by  Roman  Catholicism,  a  world 
movement  which  threatened  the  very  foundations  of  the 
infant  American  Republic,  and  usurpation  of  the  power 
of  government  upon  the  globe ;  when  we  remember  the 
declaration  of  the  historic  Monroe  Doctrine,  growing  out 
of  this  significant  movement,  enunciated  by  President 
James  Monroe  as  a  safeguard  to  civil  and  religious  lib¬ 
erty  and  the  perpetuity  of  democratic  government  and 
institutions  upon  the  Western  continent;  when  we  refer 
to  the  records  and  read  the  onslaught  of  that  formidable 
fleet — the  Spanish  Armada — in  the  English  Channel,  and 
divine  the  purpose  of  Philip  II  of  Spain — a  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic — against  Protestant  England,  and  note  the  deep 
meaning  of  such  a  movement  as  at  that  time  related  itself 
to  both  government  and  religion ;  when  we  read  with  a 
shudder  the  deeds  of  the  Spanish  Inquisition,  the  cruel 
romance  of  history ;  when  we  note  in  modern  history  that 
Roman  Catholic  Ireland  has  been  an  adder  in  tbe  path- 
way  of^English  diplomacy  and  statesmanship,  biting  the 
heels  of  the  horsemen,  causing  the  riders  to  fall  back¬ 
wards — William  E.  Gladstone  to  the  contrary  notwith¬ 
standing;  further,  when  we  consider  the  backward  con¬ 
dition  of  modern  states,  dominated  by  Catholic  rule,  dic¬ 
tated  from  the  pope  at  Rome;  when  we  behold  Mexico, 
the  political  kaleidoscope  among  the  nations,  torn  and 
rent  by  a  long  series  of  governmental  feuds,  dominated 
by  a  Roman  Catholic  population,  a  hiss  and  a  by-word  in 
popular  government,  and  the  object  of  international 
anathema  and  ridicule,  it  is  then  that  true  Americanism 
would  soft  peddle  any  political  movement  looking  towards 
the  election  of  a  Roman  Catholic  to  the  presidency. 

The  battle  still  rages  between  the  forces  of  more  than 
three  hundred  millions  of  Roman  Catholic  communicants 
in  the  world  as  over  against  approximately  one  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  of  adherents  to  Protestantism — the 
former  standing  as  heretofore  for  the  temporal  power  of 
the  Vatican  at  Rome,  the  latter  contending  for  universal 
liberty  and  religious  freedom  on  part  of  the  world’s  popu¬ 
lation,  backed  by  the  lofty  standard  of  republican  ideals 
in  the  fullest  and  most  complete  exercise  of  governmental 
affairs  separate  and  distinct  from  the  work  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  throughout  the  world.  This  was  and  is  the 
secret  of  that  clear  note  of  religious  liberty  sounded  by 
the  champion  of  the  Reformation,  and  the  bugle  call  of 
that  high  note  still  reverberates  among  the  nations. 

In  the  march  of  the  two  mighty  opposing  forces  as 
above  mentioned,  we  do  well  to  heed  the  comparison  of 
their  strength  and  influence  in  shaping  the  destiny  of 
popular  government.  In  the  light  of  the  foregoing,  it 
behooves  this  great  republic  to  guard  most  sacredly  the 
true  principles  of  constitutional  government  and  world 
democracy  against  this  ancient  foe.  The  millions  within 
the  territorial  boundary  of  the  United  States,  with  their 
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great  institutions  and  commanding  influence,  can  shape 
the  political  policy  of  the  Western  hemisphere,  when  once 
entrenched  behind  the  stronghold  of  popular  suffrage  in 
national  campaigns.  A  little  more  than  a  generation 
past  a  distinguished  American  statesman,  running  for 
the  presidency,  made  as  his  political  slogan  in  the  mem¬ 
orable  national  campaign  the  significant  trio  against 
which  he  contended — Aum,  Romanum,  and  Rebellion.  We 
remember  the  sequel — James  G.  Blaine  suffered  an  ig¬ 
nominious  defeat  due  to  the  powerful  influence  exerted 
by  Roman  Catholicism  among  the  electorate  of  this  great 
nation  at  that  time.  Let  present-day  statesmanship 
therefore  raise  the  index  finger  and  admonish — Beware! 

In  the  final  analysis.  Government  is  ordained  of  God. 
The  state  therefore  becomes  the  organized  unit  for  the 
dispensation  of  justice  and  equality  among  the  peoples 
of  the  globe.  This  must  be  fostered  by  men  as  the  vice¬ 
gerents  of  that  higher  Power  from  which  emanates  popu¬ 
lar  government.  For  just  as  true  as  the  powers  that  be 
are  ordained  of  God,  true  Christian  statesmanship  should 
and  must  direct  the  destiny  of  the  nation,  in  harmony 
with  constitutional  law,  sustained,  observed,  and  enforced 
by  the  Christian  and  enlightened  conscience  of  the  nation, 
but  not  dominated  by  any  ecclesiastical  unit  purporting 
the  sole  right  of  both  governmental  and  religious  power, 
nor  the  realization  of  its  ancient  dream  of  temporal  power 
in  the  political  and  religious  amalgamation  of  church  and 
state. 

Finally,  with  the  proper  international  relationships 
among  the  nations,  with  the  distinct  and  mutual  function¬ 
ing  of  the  Christian  church  in  its  relation  to  the  state, 
with  the  unity  and  solidarity  of  Christian  believers 
throughout  the  world,  with  the  fullest  enforcement  of 
constitutional  law  on  part  of  organized  government,  with 
the  broadest  and  most  comprehensive  educational  system 
for  the  universal  enlightenment  of  a  world  population, 
with  the  development  of  a  world  citizenship  based  upon 
the  highest  altruism  and  the  truest  patriotism,  with  a 
World  Court  in  full  function  representing  the  best  inter¬ 
national  legal  jurisprudence  shared  in  by  all  modern 
states  and  freed  from  the  bias  and  narrow  sectionalism 
of  partisan  politics,  with  the  full  co-operation  of  all  na¬ 
tions,  particularly  the  so-called  Great  Powers  upon  the 
subject  of  world  disarmament  for  the  purpose  of  outlaw¬ 
ing  future  cruel  war,  and  with  the  spiritual  rebirth  of 
the  Christian  church  and  the  elimination  of  denomina¬ 
tional  warfare  and  racial  differentiations  'and  prejudice 
on  part  of  both  the  church  and  the  nations — then  there 
comes  on  apace  the  realization  of  the  Judean  glory — 
song  chanted  by  angels — ^peace  on  earth  and  good  will 
among  men — when  the  Hallelujah  chorus  shall  break  the 
discords  of  mankind  in  the  universal  acclaim — The  Lord 
God  Omnipotent  Reigneth! 

Enthusiastic  Group  Meeting 

The  Spartanburg  District  group  meeting  met  with 
the  Rev.  George  Thomas  at  Gaffney,  S.  C.,  Feb¬ 
ruary  16,  1927,  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Williams,  district 
superintendent,  presiding. 

The  devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  Much  emphasis  was  laid  upon  the 
Scripture  lesson,  “Let  your  light  shine,”  by  the  leader. 
It  was  very  inspirational  and  helpful  to  all. 
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Organization  was  effected  by  the  election  of  the  Rev. 

I.  M.  Myers  as  secretary. 

At  this  point  the  district  superintendent  stated  the^ 
object  of  the  call,  which  was  gladly  received  by  all.  The 
program  being  thus  outlined  for  this  Conference  year,  the 
men  all  unitedly  resolved  to  put  forth  greater  efforts 
for  1927  than  during  the  past.  Up  to  the  present  time 
more  money  had  been  reported  for  World  Service  than 
at  the  same  time  last  year.  There  were  several  very  vital 
subjects  presented  by  the  district  superintendent  and 
ably  discussed  by  the  brethren  present,  which  evidenced 
the  fact  that  the  men  were  all  alive  to  the  program  of 
the  church. 

All  questions  of  the  call  having  been  discussed,  the 
brethren  all  pledged,  their  uncompromising  support. 
There  being  a  special  drive  on  for  the  endowment  of 
Claflin  University,  the  district  superintendent  being  an  un¬ 
tiring  program  executive,  in  the  final  appeal  requested  that 
the  cause  of  the  World  Service  and  Claflin  endowment 
be  met  in  full,  with  all  of  the  other  claims  receiving  their 
just  consideration.  This  request  was  “unanimously”  en¬ 
dorsed  by  all  of  the  pastors. 

The  work  of  the  group  meeting  being  accomplished, 
the  faithful  pastor  and  the  loyal  ladies  of  the  churchy 
furnished  a  very  appetizing  dinner,  which  shall  remain^ 
in  the  minds  of  all  present  with  a  growing  desire  to  have 
the  same  repeated.  May  the  Holy  Spirit  ever  lead  them 
all. — (Rev.)  J.  F.  Greene,  Reporter. 

National  Interdenominational 
Ministerial  Alliance 
Will  Meet 

1AST  year,  in  the  month  of  March,  in  the  city  of 
.  Washington,  D.  C.,  colored  ministers,  representa- 
tives  of  the  different  denominations  of  the  country, 
met  and  organized  what  is  known  as  the  “National  Inter¬ 
denominational  Ministerial  Alliance,”  with  the  following 
named  persons  as  officers:  The  Rev.  C.  L.  Russell,  of  the 
Colored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  president ;  the  Rev. 
Walter  H.  Brooks,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  first  vice- 
president  ;  Bishop  I.  N.  Ross,  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  second  vice-president;  Bishop  W.  Jl^ 
Walls,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church, 
third  vice-president ;  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair,  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  fourth  vice-president;  the  Rev. 
L.  K.  Williams,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  fifth  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Woods,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  sixth 
vice-president;  Bishop  R.  S.  Williams,  of  the  Colored 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  seventh  vice-president;  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  Waters,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
treasurer;  the  Rev.  E.  B.  Watson,  of  the  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  chairman  of  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee;  the  Revs.  H.  T.  Medford,  of  the  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  Wm.  A.  Taylor,  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  R.  W.  Stennett,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  M.  C.  Strachan,  of  the  Seventh  Day  Ad¬ 
ventist  Church,  secretaries;  the  Revs.  H.  B.  Taylor,  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  J.  C.  Alden,  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  chairman  and  secretary  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  respectively ;  the  Revs.  S.  G.  Lamp^ 
kins,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  C.  C.  Williams,  of  tHw 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  chairman  and 
secretary  of  the  Publicity  Committee,  respectively.  Be¬ 
low  we  give  the  preamble  of  the  constitution  of  the  Ns- 
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tional  Interdenominational  Ministerial  Alliance,  and  one 
can  see  the  principles  it  advocates. 

^  Preamble. — “We,  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 

Christ,  desiring  to  serve  the  kingdom  of  God  by  project¬ 
ing  the  mind  of  Christ  into  all  of  our  relations,  hereby 
set  forth  our  purpose  of  organizing  ourselves  into  a  Na- 
tional  Interdenominational  Ministerial  Alliance,  so  as  to 
solidify  our  influences  for  the  uplift  of  the  educational 
and  moral  standards  of  the  people ;  to  aid  them  in  their 
economic,  social,  civil,  and  religious  aspirations ;  to  en¬ 
courage  interracial  inflexible  good  will ;  to  preserve  inter¬ 
esting  historic  documents  of  our  race;  to  establish  a 
medium  of  publicity  that  will  encourage  the  search  of 
truth  and  foster  the  spirit  of  righteousness,  which  ex- 
alteth  a  nation,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  constitution 
for  the  National  Interdenominational  Ministerial  Alliance 
of  the  United  States  of  America.” 
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Brent  was  elected  chairman.  The  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  is  represented  on  the  committee  by  Bishop  Fran¬ 
cis  J.  McConnell.  Other  communions  are  also  adequately 
represented.  A  second  meeting  o^  the  general  commit¬ 
tee  was  held  in  Berne,  Switzerland,  in  August  of  this 
year  to  complete  the  arrangements  for  the  conference. 

The  Agenda. — The  Agenda  provides  for  the  free  and 
frank  discussion  of  the  following  topics:  1.  The  Call  to 
Unity.  2.  The  Nature  of  the  Church.  3.  The  Church’s 
Common  Confession  of  Faith  in  God.  4-.  The  Church’s 
Mimstry.  5.  The  Sacraments.  6.  The  Unity  of  Chris¬ 
tendom  and  the  Place  of  the  Different  Churches  In  It. 
7.  Arrangements  for  Continuing  the  Work  of  the  Con¬ 
ference.  Other  topics  may  be  presented  for  discus¬ 
sion  at  the  written  request  of  at  least  three  members  and 
the  consent  of  the  Committee  on  Arrangements. 


The  next  session  will  be  held  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
April  19-23,  1927.  Ordained  ministers  of  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  in  good  standing  in  their  respective  denom¬ 
inations,  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  the  meeting  and 
join  the  Alliance.  A  list  of  subjects  that  will  be  dis- 
cussed  at  the  meeting  in  April,  and  literature  bearing  on 
tothe  Alliance,  can  be  secured  free  of  charge  by  writing  to 
the  president  at  headquarters,  2001  Eleventh  St.,  N.  W. 
(Federal  Life  Building),  Washington,  D.  C. — The  Rev. 
C.  L.  Russell,  President. 

The  World  Conference  on 
Faith  and  Order 

The  conference  will  convene  in  Lausanne,  Switzer- 
land,  on  August  3,  and  will  continue  in  session  until 
August  21.  It  will  be  composed  of  five  hundred 
delegates  from  sixteen  distinct  branches  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  will  embrace  eighty-eight  nation-wide 
churches,  every  country  in  the  world  where  there  are 
Christian  churches  being  represented.  The  invitation  to 
participate  in  the  world  conference  was  extended  to 
all  bodies  accepting  the  fact  and  doctrine  of  the  Incar- 
nation.  Acceptances  have  been  received  from  practically 
^11  the  important  churches  of  Christendom,  except  the 
IRoman  Catholic  Church.  Pope  Benedict  XV  expressed 
cordial  interest  in  the  movement,  but  declared  that  the 
teaching  and  practice  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
made  participation  in  such  a  conference  impossible. 

Origin  of  the  Movement. —At  the  General  Convention 
Episcopal  Church,  held  in  Cincinnati 
in  1910,  a  resolution  was  adopted  on  the  subject  of  church 
unity,  of  which  the  following  was  the  heart:  “Whereas, 
there  is  to-day  among  all  Christian  people  a  growing 
esire  for  the  fulfillment  of  our  Lord’s  Prayer  that  all 
His  cbsciples  may  be  one,  that  the  world  may  believe  that 
bod  has  sent  Him.  Resolved,  that  a  joint  commission 
ue  appointed  to  bring  about  a  conference  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  questions  touching  faith  and  order,  and 
hat  all  Christian  communions  throughout  the  world 
Which  confess  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God  be  asked 
to  unite  with  us  in  arranging  for  and  conducting  such 
s  conference.” 

9  Commissions  were  appointed  by  many  churches,  and 
»  meeting  held  in  Geneva  in  1920,  when  a  continuation 
committee  was  named  to  carry  on  the  work  and  make 
preparations  for  the  conference.  Bishop  Charles  H. 


The  Objective  of  the  Conference. — To  have  a  full 
and  frank  discussion  upon  these  important  subjects,  to 
ascertain  how  far  agreements  can  be  reached  upon  them 
and  wherein  our  differences  lie.  It  is  strongly  felt  by 
those  who  are  sponsoring  the  movement  that  the  great 
communions  are  more  nearly  in  agreement  than  they 
know.  No  attempt  will  be  made  to  adopt  a  platform 
or  frame  any  plan  for  organic  union.  Whether  it  will 
ever  be  wise  to  attempt  such  a  thing,  certainly  Christen¬ 
dom  is  not  ready  for  it  now.  It  is  hoped  that  the  con¬ 
ference  will  clear  the  atmosphere  of  many  apprehensions 
and  reveal  many  ways  of  co-operation  in  the  great  task 
of  the  church,  and  that  the  essential  truth  for  which 
each  church  stands  will  be  enhanced  rather  than  ob¬ 
scured.  There  was,  and  perhaps  there  is  yet,  some  fear 
that  the  movement  is  an  effort  to  promote  certain  views 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  It  may  be  that  some  of  the 
men  of  that  church  hoped  that  might  come  to  pass,  but 
there  is  not  the  slightest  possibility  of  it.  First  because 
the  majority  of  the  Episcopal  brethren  who  are  in  the 
movement  are  not  interested  in  any  denominational  prop¬ 
aganda,  and  second  because  the  whole  body  of  Episco¬ 
palians  in  the  conference  will  be  a  decided  minority. 

The  Relation  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to 
the  Movement.— The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has 
always  recognized  itself  as  but  one  of  the  branches  of  the 
Universal  Church  of  Christ,  and  has  always  sought  the 
widest  co-operation  with  other  Christian  bodies.  For  a 
number  of  years  we  have  been  represented  on  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Committee  of  Arrangements  of  the  World  Conference 
on  Faith  and  Order.  When  the  date  and  place  of  the 
conference  were  fixed,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  requested  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  con¬ 
ference,  the  matter  came  before  the  Board  of  Bishops 
and  was  referred  by  them  to  the  Commission  on  Federa¬ 
tion  as  being  within  their  scope  of  responsibility.  After 
very  full  consideration  by  the  commission  in  its  meeting 
last  May,  and  correspondence  with  the  members  of  the 
commission  who  were  not  able  to  be  present,  it  was  unani¬ 
mously  agreed  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
ought  to  be  represented  at  this  conference,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  were  appointed  as  delegates:  Bishop  Francis  J 
McConnell,  as  a  member  of  the  Continuation  Committee 
(ex-officio).  Bishop  Joseph  F.  Berry,  Bishop  Charles  E. 
Locke,  Rev.  J.  M.  M.  Gray,  Rev.  E.  J.  Culp,  Rev.  Robert 
Bagnell,  Professor  W.  B.  Windsor,  John  R.  Mott,  Frank 
E.  Home,  J.  A.  James,  J.  Horace  McFarland. — Robert 
Bagnell,  Secretary  of  the  Commission  on  Federation 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


IxTUVATioirAi.  Siun 


i 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


PETER’S  LESSON  IN  TRUST 

SECOND  QUARTER.  LESSON  II.  APRIL  10 


Scripture  Lesson — Matt.  14.  22-38. 

The  incident  recorded  in  our  lesson  is 
treated  also  in  Mark  (6.  45-31)  and  John 
(6.  15-21).  But  the  part  of  it  which  is  the 
theme  of  our  lesson  is  conspicuously  omitted 
hy  these  latter  two  writers.  That  the  omis¬ 
sion  has  some  historial  significance  must  be 
admitted,  though  we  do  not  know  why  es¬ 
pecially  John,  who  wrote  his  Gospel  after 
Matthew’s  had  been  written,  omitted  the 
story.  But  we  can  with  a  greater  degree  of 
certainty  judge  why  Matthew  incorporated 
it. 


Purpose  of  the  Main  Story.  In  the  first 
place,  the  story  of  Jesus’  walking  on  the  sea 
was  recorded  by  these  three  authors  to  help 
convince  of  Jesus’  Christhood  or  Messlahship. 
Indeed,  that  was  the  controlling  purpose  of 
all  four  Gospels.  This  is  the  greatest  reported 
miracle  of  Jesus  not  to  some  extent  dupli¬ 
cated  or  approached  by  some  Old  Testament 
report.  Elisha  is  said  to  have  made  an  axe 
to  swim  (2  Kings  6.  6) ;  but  that  is  a  differ¬ 
ent  thing.  The  Red  Sea  and  the  Jordan  are 
said  to  have  been  divided  for  the  Israelites 
to  cross;  but  .Jehovah,  and  not  Moses  or 
Joshua,  did  it.  Again,  the  dangers  of  the 
sea  are  considered  the  gravest  of  all  from 
which,  if  one  was  caught  in  them,  one  was  the 
most  powerless  to  save  himself.  One  might 
possibly  escape  from  natural  catastrophes 
on  land  by  finding  a  sufficient  hiding  place; 
but  not  so  in  the  midst  of  storms  at  sea.  So 
Jesus  is  said  to  have  stUled  a  storm  at  sea, 
thereby  showing  His  power  over  the  most 
unbridled  and  unbridable  natural  forces.  But 
here  His  power  is  shown  the  more  conclu¬ 
sively  when  He  walks,  not  only  on  the  sea, 
but  on  an  enraged  sea!  That  places  Him  in 
a  class  to  Himself,  and  shows  Him  much 
more  wonderful  than  all  Old  Testament  char¬ 
acters.  Thus  far  Matthew,  Mark,  and  John 
agree  in  the  story. 

Purpose  of  the  Peter  Episode.  But,  in  the 
secona  place.  Saint  Matthew  strengthens  his 
evidence  for  the  uniqueness  of  Jesus  by  incor¬ 
porating  the  Peter  episode.  It  is  done  in  this 
way: 

His  readers  might  accept  the  report  of  Je¬ 
sus’  walking  in  the  sea.  But  they  might  be 
tempted  to  avoid  the  conclusion  to  which 
the  story  was  Intended  to  lead  by  the  idea 
either  that  the  sea  was  not  dangerously  deep 
where  He  was  walking,  hence  He  was  not 
walking  on,  but  m  the  water  (Saint  John  im¬ 
plies  that  it  was  not  far  from  shore — John 
6.  21).  And  some  scholars  have  actually 
supposed  that  Jesus  was  walking  on  the 
shore,  but  because  of  mist  and  wind  the  dis¬ 
ciples  thought  that  He  was  in  the  sea,  or  that 
a  miracle  was  wrought  by  God  on  His  behalf 
as  He  had  done  in  the  case  of  others;  but 
that  Jesus  Himself  did  not  work  the  miracle. 
That  is,  his  Tcadtrs,  to-escape^  the  ewnchiston 
that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah,  might  suppose 
that  God  had  divided  the  sea  for  Jesus,  and 
He  was  walking  on  its  bed  rather  than 
on  its  bosom.  Matthew  forestalled  both 
of  these  suppositions.  For  Peter,  an 
old  fisherman,  reared  near  the  sea, 
doubtless  a  good  swimmer  and  at  home  on 
and  in  water — this  human  fish  attempted  to 
meet  Jesus  in  the  water,  and  came  within 
handgrasp  of  Jesus  when  Peter  found  the 
water  so  deep  and  the  waves  so  terrifying 
that  he  despaired  of  his  life  but  for  t(ie 
help  of  Jesus,  who  was  standing  in  the  wave- 
crest  which  Peter  feared  would  be  the  mound 
of  his  watery  grave!  This,  Saint  Matthew 
would  contend,  shows  conclusively  that  it 
was  no  B^low  and  no  divided  sea  where 
Jesus  was,  and,  shall  we  not  say,  that  Jesus 
was  not  walking  along  the  shore,  and  that 
no  mere  man  could  possibly  have  done  what 


Jesus  did  on  that  occasion?  I  am  sure  that, 
to  those  who  accept  the  accounts  of  Jesus’ 
walking  on  the  sea,  the  incident  as  reported 
by  Matthew,  while  not  shown  to  have  been 
any  more  miraculous,  is  shown  to  have  been 
more  unquestionably  miraculous  by  the  inser¬ 
tion  of  the  Peter  episode.  No  wonder  Saint 
Matthew  alone  says  that  the  disciples  there 
recognised  that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah 
(14.  83). 

Spiritual  Lesson  to  Be  Gotten  from  the 
Story.  Aside  from  its  testimony  to  the  Mes- 
siahship  of  Jesus,  what  lesson  should  this 
story  teach  us?  It  has  taught  different  les¬ 
sons  to  different  men.  To  one  like  Canon 
Farrar,  who  may  be  thinking  of  doctrinal 
or  Scriptural  disbeliefs  and  doubts,  it  will 
teach  that  “if,  like  Peter,  we  fix  our  eyes 
on  Jesus,  we,  too,  may  walk  triumphantly 
over  the  swelling  waves  of  disbelief  and  un¬ 
terrified  amid  the  rising  winds  of  doubt; 
but  if  we  turn  away  our  eyes  from  Him  in 
whom  we  have  believed — if,  as  it  is  so  easy 
to  do,  and  as  we  are  so  much  tempted  to  do, 
we  look  rather  at  the  power  and  fury  of 
those  terrible  and  destructive  elements  than 
at  Him  who  can  help  and  save — then  we,  too, 
shall  inevitably  sink.”  This  is  a  good  lesson; 
but  we  should  remember  that  such  an  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  lesson  story  would  place  d^sus, 
too,  in  the  midst  of  the  swelling  waves  of 
disbelief  and  the  rising  winds  of  doubt.  Os¬ 
car  Holtzmann  gives  the  best  spiritual  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  story  that  I  have  anywhere  seen. 
It  amounts  to  this:  Jesus  Christ  never  for¬ 
sakes  His  followers.  When  their  need  is 
greatest,  then  is  He  most  likely  to  be  pres¬ 
ent.  In  the  midst  of  distresses  we  should 
expect  divine  help.  At  first  we  are  apt  to 
think  that  divine  help  is  near ;  and  then  doubt 
is  apt  to  cause  us  to  fancy  that  our  expected 
help  is  but  illusion,  soon  to  vanish.  But  when 
the  heart  lays  firm  hold  upon  the  belief  that 
the  Saviour  is  near  to  help  us,  then  inward 
calmness  ensues,  just  as  the  tempest  ceased 
when  Jesus  stepped  into  the  vessel.  Indeed, 
if  one  will  always  believe  that  the  Saviour 
is  near,  there  will  always  be  inward  calm¬ 
ness,  even  though  the  tempest  may  rage  with¬ 
out. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lesson  fob  Sunday,  Apbil  10,  1927 
“O  thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore  didst  thou 
doubtr 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

It  requires  a  trusting  soul  to  walk  the 
billowing  waves  with  calmness  of  spirit  and 
in  safety.  The  doubting  mind  will  not  be 
able  to  keep  its  head  in  the  tempest.  Peter 
began  to  sink  and  cry  for  help  to  the  only 
one  near,  and  there  was  a  hand  near  enougli 
and  strong  enough  to  hold  him.  Though  the 
social  and  political  sea,  as  represented  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  is  tempestuous  in 
these  days,  there  is  One  walking  in  the  storm 
unscathed;  it  is  the  Master.  Anyone  who 
will  commit  themselves  to  Him  and  the  work, 
is  safe. 

Jesus  had  constrained  His  disciples  to  go, 
and  He  is  ever  keeping  watch  above  His  own. 
He  could  be  seen  in  the  storm:  and  this  gave 
confidence  to  His  disciples  in  so  much  that 
Peter  abandoned  himself  to  the  waves  to  get 
nearer  his  Lord.  There  is  “the  form  of  the 
fourth  like  unto  the  Son  of  God”  to  be  seen 
in  every  great  world  conflict  or  disturbance. 
Faith  sees  Him  and  takes  courage,  whether 
in  battle-scarred  China,  war-stricken  Europe, 
nr  in  the  bewildering  confusion  of  Mexico. 

A  venturesome  Peter  will  sometimes  get  their 
eye  off  Christ  on  the  tempest  and  soon  sink 
out  of  sight  on  the  field  or  return  to  shelter 
of  the  homeland. 

No  one  can  fail  to  see  how  God’s  purpose 
is  being  worked  out  in  much  of  the  storn^ 
passion  of  men  and  nations  by  letting  thenfl 
see  the  courage  and  poise  of  His  followers. - 
Much  depends  these  days  on  the  faith  ex¬ 
hibited  by  missionaries  on  every  field.  If 
they  can  hold  steady  and  show  God’s  grace 
sufficient,  God’s  presence  will  be  felt  among 
the  nations.  But  if  they  lose  the  grip  of 
faith  and  flee  before  the  tempest,  the  day 
of  their  service  is  lost  to  tbe  church.  We 
do  not  wonder  that  missionaries  are  often 
worried  and  filled  with  fear.  It  is  not  easy 
to  be  alone  in  a  strange  land  with  threaten¬ 
ing  opposition.  Yet  so  much  depends  on 
trust  and  loyalty  that  we  cannot  afford  to 
let  missionaries  falter.  Jesus  says,  “Be  of 
good  cheer;  it  is  I,  be  not  afraid.” 

The  missionary  on  the  field  is  not  the  only 
one  needing  courage.  It  is  the  doubter  in  the 
home  field  that  is  causing  distress  and  per¬ 
mitting  the  whole  ship  to  sink  for  want  of 
moral  and  financial  support.  Men  and  women, 
seeing  the  storm  coming,  say  it  is  no  use 
that  we  try  to  save  the  world,  and  the  mis¬ 
sionary  spirit  is  lost  out  of  their  lives,  and 
the  work  is  suffering  not  for  unfaithfulness 
on  the  field,  but  the  lack  of  faith  and  cour¬ 
age  at  home.  Let  us  cry  unto  our  Christ, 
who  will  lift  us  up  and  give  new  inspiration 
to  the  whole  church..  _ 


SAM  HUSTON  COI.I.EOE. 


GAMMON  SEMINARY. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 


Columbia,  Miss. — On  Sunday  night,  Febru¬ 
ary  20,  the  choir  of  New  Zion  rendered  a 
program.  The  following  topics  were  dis¬ 
cussed  :  “What  the  Choir  Means  to  the 
Church,”  Mrs.  Myra  Stepney;  “Building  a 
Community,”  by  Mrs.  Nellie  Stephens.  Re¬ 
sponses  were  made  touching  on  these  sub¬ 
jects.  Amount  rai.sed  was  — Myra  Step¬ 
ney,  Reporter. 


a  birthday  banquet.  Mrs.  William  I^evi  was 
toastmistress  and  presented  him  with  a  birth¬ 
day  cake  lighted  with  candles,  and  also  a 
purse  of  $H,  for  which  the  Rev.  Littlejohn 
thanked  them.  The  committee  was  composed 
of  Mrs.  Mary  Whayne,  Mrs.  I*  Floyd,  Mrs. 
Nancy  D.  Levi,  Misses  Annie  Finnp  and  Hazel 
Lee.  William  Levi  was  toastmaster. — He- 
|)orter. 


Fort  Scott,  Kan. — Zion  Chapel  has  had  a 
spiritual  feast,  a  revival  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  our  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  J. 
Moore,  for  two  weeks.  There  were  three 
conversions  and  one  accession,  making  a  total 
of  four  added  to  the  membership.  The  Rev. 
W.  C.  Conwell,  of  Wichita,  was  the  evan¬ 
gelist,  and  his  messages  were  soui-stirring. 
May  God  bless  such  men. — Fannie  Wade,  Re¬ 
porter. 


Waco,  Texas. — We  are  in  the  midst  of  * 
great  revival  meeting  at  Mt.  Zion  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Dr.  S.  E.  Jones,  our  pas¬ 
tor  of  Ft.  Worth,  is  shaking  the  city  with 
the  message  of  God  to  dying  men  and  women. 
The  entire  town  is  .stirred  at  his  coming.  Our 
pastor.  Rev.  B.  A.  Byars,  is  managing  the 
situation.  We  pray  that  Dr.  Jones  will  IW* 
long  to  preach  the  gospel.  The  pastor  and 
family  were  made  to  feel  glad  with  many 
]>ounds  of  choice  grm'cries  given  them.  Mt 
Zion  is  on  the  march  us  never  before. — 


M. 


Bentonville,  Ark. — On  Tuesday  evening, 
February  22,  the  ladies  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  surprised  their  pastor  with 


P.  Sanford,  Reporter. 

Mineola,  Texas. — On  February  20,  1927, 
Cedartree  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  whil* 
the  stewards  were  taking  the  evening  off*f' 
ing,  a  storm  struck  the  church,  led  by  sister 
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Griffin,  Mr.  and 
r  Johnson,  Mr.  James 

L.  Bell,  Miss  Ardella  Dean,  Mrs.  Tennie 
•  Miss  Jewel  White, 

^  The  presentation  speech  was  made  by  Mrs. 
Wary  Bell,  ^  Response  by  the  pastor,  who 
prayed,  dicing  God’s  blessing  upon  them. 
Ihey  laid  upon  the  table  many  pounds  of 
choice  groceries.  Among  these  were  some  of 
the  best  members  of  the  Pine  Spring  Baptist 
Church.  We  can  stand  several  storms  like 
this.  God  bless  you  good  people;  come 
again.— R.  Hillary,  P.  C. 

_  Anderson,  rearas.— February  20  was  a  high 
day  at  Yarbough  Chapel.  At  the  eleven 
o  clock  service  the  pastor.  Rev.  W.  L.  Mc¬ 
Donald,  spared  no  pains  in  making  this  serv¬ 
ice  all  that  his  good  people  hoped  for  it  to 
be.  His  text  was  taken  from  Gen.  3:  “And 
God  said.  Let  there  be  light.”  Bishop  Jones 
made  no  mistake  in  sending  the  Rev.  McDon¬ 
ald  back  to  us.  We  are  in  advance  in  asking 
for  his  return  again.  Yarbough  Chapel  was 
more  than  proud  to  be  honored  with  so  many 
members  of  McKensie  Chapel  and  the  gooil 
people  of  the  Baptist  churches.  The  Lord’s 
Supper  was  given  to  110.  The  collection  for 
the  day  was  $36.42.  Bro.  R.  Pratt  spoke 
very  forcibly  on  World  Service.  Yarbough 
('hapel’s  motto  is  $180  on  Easter.  We  hope 
to  ]^t  the  program  over  by  that  time.— Mrs. 

L.  E.  Knox,  Reporter. 

Opelousas,  La.— “The  people  had  a  mind 
to  work.  Mrs.  Ella  Girom  and  Miss  Fannye 
I..  Richards  furnished  the  living  room  of 
St.  .Mark’s  parsonage,  at  Opelousas,  I.a.,  with 
•some  much-needed  furniture,  for  which  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  L.  H.  Smith,  and  wife,  are 
very  thankful.  Mrs.  Girom  is  one  of  the 
faithful  workers  of  St.  Mark  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  and  Miss  Richards,  the  daugh- 
***■  O.  Richards,  D.D.,  who  is 

teaching  in  the  city  public  school  here,  is 
ably  assisting  her.  Also  we  desire  to  thank 
the  members  of  the  official  board  for  having 
the  parsonage  screened  and  all  fences  re-‘ 
paired.  Brothers  Sam  Augustus  and  F.  Do-  i 
nato  did  the  work.  Brothers  Robert  Nash 
and  Arthur  'Esprite  presented  the  church 
a  beautiful  aluminum  bread  plate  to  match  < 
the  communion  set. — Reporter. 


pastor.  His  gospel  messages  are  wonderful 
from  Sunday  to  Sunday.  The  church  is  well 
organised  in  every  department;  the  clubs  are 
busy,  and  doing  great  work,  also  The  Wo¬ 
man’s  Home  Missionary  Society.  The  Ladies’ 
Aid  Society  No.  1,  with  Mrs.  Mamie  Hudson 
as  president,  met  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  P.  Robinson,  March  8.  The  presi¬ 
dent  called  the  house  to  order  with  a  Bible 
game,  in  which  all  took  part.  The  ladies 
rendered  a  very  enjoyable  program.  A  very 
timely  paper  was  read  by  Mrs.  Rhoda  Wardf. 
Miss  Williams  and  Mrs.  Howard  rendered 
instrumental  solos.  Very  timely  remarks 
were  given  by  Mr.  F.  P.  Robinson,  Mr.  Zeb 
Hosea,  Mr  W.  Slaughter,  Rev.  D.  Jackson, 
Rev.  F.  W.  Willrams,  and  others.  The  re¬ 
past,  served  by  Mrs.  F.  P.  Robinson,  was  de¬ 
licious.— Mrs.  Mamie  Hudson,  Reporter. 

Ruskville,  Ind. — The  Epworth  I.«ague,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  .Mrs.  J.  D.  Tracy,  presi¬ 
dent,  and  Mr.  Geo.  Adams,  first  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  put  into  action  the  six-week  study 
course  as  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Ep¬ 
worth  Leagues  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Book  studied,  “The  Templed  Hills”  and  “The 
Advancing  Church.”  These  books  not  only 
gave  us  a  history  of  our  church  and  Leagues, 
but  crea^d  a  thirst  for  substantial  mission 
study.  Our  League  found  no  difficulty  in 
putting  on  this  project  because  of  the  pre- 
cultivated  soil  and  the  efficient  working  ma- 
chinery.  A  few  days  ago  there  appeared  in 
the  Southwestern  a  statement  referring  to  the 
I.eagues  which  have  kept  this  mission  course 
alive  for  the  past  six  weeks.  We  wish  this 
brief  article  to  serve  as  an  eye-opener  to  the 
readers  of  the  Southwestern  at  Rushville, 
that  our  League  is  numbered  with  those  which 
carried  out  the  program.  Sunday  closed  the 
SIX  weeks’  study  with  an  interesting  program, 
with  exultant  victory  over  our  achievements, 
(ollection  taken,  $10.- Mrs.  J.  D.  Tracy 
President;  Mrs.  H.  L.  Bundrant,  Secretary, 


IS  NO  IMPRESSION 

^thq^a  corresponding 

EXPRESSION,”  which  means 

that  the  skillful  teacher  gives  her  children 
every  opportunitv  to  be  and  do  and  build 
^  truth  she  seeks  to  teach.  This  is  why 
The  Elementary  Magazine  provides 
patterns  which  the  children  may  use  in  ex¬ 
pressing  their  love  of  form  and  color,  thus 
using  their  “restlessness"  for  its  intended 
purpose.  This  feature  alone  is  worth  the 
price  of  the  magazine,  which  is  only  zic. 
a  {Quarter,  jcx.  a  year  in  clubs;  single  sub¬ 
scriptions,  annual  only,  $i.oo. 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  TORK 
Chicaf*  BmIm  Datrail  Rttalwrili 
Kabmo  Gty  Sen  Frucuc*  PorllaBd,  Ora. 


Temple,  Texas. — On  February  3,  1927,  a 
.storm  struck  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal 
parsonage  and  left  thirty-eight  pounds  for 
the  pastor  and  his  good  wife.  The  move- 
iiunt  was  sponsored  by  the  following:  Sister 
Lucy  Steward,  Sister  F.  E.  McQueen,  Bro. 
A.  Foster,  Sister  McKenny,  and  others. 
I  he  members  of  St.  James  seemingly  have  a 
high  spirit  to  go  forward  with  the  work  this 
year,  and  they  express  themselves  as  being 
grateful  to  the  cabinet  for  the  return  of  their 
.same  pastor.  We  are  planning  great  things 
,  for  this  Conference  year.  Notwithstanding 
^  the  bad  weather,  which  has  had  us  handi- 
^  capped,  the  work  moves  on.  We  have  our 
attention  turned  toward  Easter  now  for  a 
full  quota.  May  the  Lord  bless  the  good 
people  of  Sti  .fames.  We  mean  to  succeed 
by  the  help  of  the  Master  and  our  present 
leader.— Prof.  L.  J.  Wheatley,  Reporter. 

Cohinihiis.  Ofcio.— Clair  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Through  and  by  the  helj) 
"f  the  Master,  the  members  gave  the  pastor 
imd  wife  a  surprise  party,  leaving  with  them 
more  than  125  pounds  of  groceries  and  a  cash 
purse  of  .$2.25.  The  party  was  led  by  Bro. 
.Lie  Martin.  Those  participating  were  Fanny 
Morton,  M.  Roberson,  H.  Grooms,  M.  Grooms, 
P.  Kincholow,  E.  Kincholow.  C.  Hines,  I.. 
Hines,  J.  McMire,  M.  Moore,  J.  W.  Williams, 
>'•  (  .  Williams,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Johnson,  M. 
Greenhead,  O.  Teamer,  I..  Brown,  M.  Brown. 
•L  Davens,  M.  Steveson,  I.  Nelson,  H.  W. 
Snieadley  and  family,  E.  Reece,  B.  Reece, 
A.  Drake,  M.  Drake,  R.  Holmes,  N.  Reed, 

L  C.  Milner,  A.  Milner,  I,.  O.  Gorden,  V. 
Iciimer.  1'.  Morton.  L.  Gray,  H.  Greenhead; 
cnsli  .$2.25  by  Joe  Grandy.  The  lA>rd  is  with 
u«,  and  we  love  our  pastor.  He  brings  to  us 
the  Word  of  Jesus  in  a  true  sense. — .foe 
jgliraiidy.  Secretary;  S.  W.  Duncan,  Pastor. 

^  Tuscaloosa,  .J/n.— Tlie  St.  Paul  Methodist 
episcopal  Church  is  experiencing  the  greatest 
»ucre.ss  in  its  history  under  the  leadership 
"f  the  Rev.  F.  W.  William.*,  D.D.,  who  is 
now  serving  this  churcii  for  the  fifth  year  ns 


I.  Chattanooga,  Tenn. — Sunday,  March  13, 
1927,  was  an  epoch-making  day  in  our  church 
■  life  at  Hurst  Memorial.  On  that  day  cul¬ 
minated  our  presentation  meeting.  This  form 
of  meeting  was  an  idea  of  the  versatile  Pro- 
fessor  W.  M.  Brooks,  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
1  lie  object  of  the  meeting  w-as  to  do  honor 
to  Mr.  William  Hammons,  wlio  has  been  our 
Sunday-school  superintendent  for  thirty-five 
years.  The  high  point  of  the  meeting  came 
w’hen  Brother  Hammons  was  escorted  to  the 
front  of  the  church  by  two  of  the  Sunday- 
school  scholars  and  was  presented  a  gold 
inedal  for  his  untiring,  unbroken,  and  most 
efficient  service.  Brother  Charles  Scruggs 
made  the  presentation  speech,  to  which 
Brother  Hammons  responded.  Those  who 
helped  to  make  this  meeting  a  great  success 
were  Mi.ssc8  Margaret  and  Johnnie  Scruggs, 
Margaret  Young,  Della  Scruggs,  Margaret 
Adkins,  Messrs.  Wm.  Brooks,  Charles  Booker, 
Newton  Scruggs,  Green  Bryson,  Rev.  O. 

I  ucker’  with  his  splendid  choir,  together  witli 
Hie  Taylor  Glee  Club  family,  and  others. 
Mk.  t .  A.  M.  Hamhien  presided  at  the  piano. 
— E.  E.  Hamblen,  Pastor. 

^  evangelistic  services, 
held  during  the  past  w-eek,  were  inspiring, 
educationaL  and  beneficial  to  the  entire  com¬ 
munity.  These  services  w’ere  conducted  by 
Dr.  Chavis,  of  Tazewell.  He  opened  on  Mon¬ 
day  evening,  using  as  a  theme,  “Prayer  As 
a  Power  of  Salvation.”  In  his  eloquent  and 
candid  explanation  of  his  subject,  he  won 
the  admiration  and  confidence  of  all  present, 
which  was  demonstrated  by  the  attendance 
and  zeal  manifested  during  the  entire  week. 
Each  service  was  closed  with  a  powerful  ap- 
pe-al  to  all  non-members  of  a  church.  During 
this  campaign  fourteen  united  with  the 
church.  This  series  of  services  closed  Sunday 
evening  with  the  baptism  of  five  members 
by  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  Aaron  I.ash.  Music 
was  furnished  by  the  choir,  with  Mrs.  Alma 
T.  Brown,  pianist.  Two  beautiful  duets 
were  rendered  by  Mrs.  Brown  and  Dr.  Chavis. 
The  remodeling  of  our  church  has  been  slow, 
on  account  of  inclement  weather,  but  our,  pas¬ 
tor,  with  his  unfaltering  determination,'  and 
the  members  of  the  trustee  hoard,  with  their 
stick-to-it-iveness,  promise  to  complete  the 
construction  in  the  early  spring.  This  church, 
when  completed,  will  be  one  of  the  most  i 
beautiful  structures  in  a  rural  district,  ns  i 


the  modern  improvements  are  to  include  a 
Sunday-school  and  dining  room,  a  new  ves¬ 
tibule,  and  a  study.  Fifteen  hundred  dollars 
has  been  assigned  by  the  church  for  this  im¬ 
provement.— Mrs.  Roscoe  M.  Harman,  Re¬ 
porter;  Rev.  Aaron  Lash,  Pastor. 

Paris,  Kg.~A  very  successful  mock  Con¬ 
ference  was  lield  at  St.  Paul  .Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  of  which  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Sten- 
nett  is  pastor,  on  March  2,  1927.  The  Con¬ 
ference  was  organized  as  follows:  Resident 
Bishop,  Mrs.  C.  D.  C.  Mebane;  superintend¬ 
ent,  of  Chicago  District,  Mrs.  Julia  Macon; 
.superintendent  of  Columbus  District,  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Fields;  superintendent  of  Indian¬ 
apolis  District.  Mrs.  Annie  S.  Corbin;  su- 
{’/ Lexington  District,  Mrs.  Ida 
It.  Warren;  superintendent  of  Louisville  Dis¬ 
trict,  Mrs.  Edna  C.  Young;  and  Pastor  Sten- 
nett,  the  Board  of  Bishops.  Each  district 
superintendent  appointed  eight  or  ten  pas¬ 
tors  on  his  district,  and  assigned  to  him 
certain  ones  us  his  members,  thus  using  the 
entire  membership  of  the  church.  Each 
member  was  asked  to  pay  to  his  pastor 
twenty-five  cents  per  week,  for  which  he  re- 
ceived  a  receipt.  Each  district  superintend¬ 
ent  held  a  District  Conference  once  a  week, 
at  which  time  pastors  reported  to  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  the  amount  received  from 
members.  Ihe  bishop  held  cabinet  meetinirs 
every  Monday  night,  and  received  from  the 
district  superintendents  the  reports  of  the 
work  of  each  district.  A  special  week  was 
assigned  to  each  district  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  entertainments,  so  that  there  would 
be  no  conflict  of  dates.  At  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  each  pastor  reported  how  he  got 
along  with  his  work;  but  the  financial  report 
of  each  pastor  was  read  by  his  district  su¬ 
perintendent.  A  banner  was  awarded  the 
pastor  in  each  district  raising  the  largest 
amount.  Also  a  banner  given  the  district 
raising  the  largest  amount.  The  district  re¬ 
ports  are  as  follows:  Chicago,  $63.46;  Co¬ 
lumbus,  $86.71;  Indianapolis,  $160;  I.,exinir- 
ton,  $116.76;  Louisville,  $160.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  was  composed  entirely  of  women,  who 
were  dressed  in  black  skirts,  men’s  coats, 
shirts,  and  hats.  Much  merriment  attended' 
the  humorous  reports  of  pastors,  and  the 
crowded  house  enjoyed  the  occasion.  Grand 
total  for  World  Service  was  .$665.91.  The 
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Rev.  R.  £.  Skelton,  pastor  of  Asbury,  Lex-  Paul,  is  doing  a  fine  work  of  constructive 
ington,  and  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Jordan,  super-  effort,  and  the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference 
intendent  of  the  Lexington  Distrirt,  were  unanimously  requested  the  return  of  both 
present  and  gave  words  of  cordial  greeting,  pastor  and  district  superintendent. — Mrs.  C. 
The  Rev.  R.  W.  Stennett,  pastor  of  St.  D.  C.  Mebane,  Reporter. 

District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

KNOXVILLE  DISTRICT 
Third  Round — Mountain  City,  April  9,  10; 
Johnson  City,  16,  17;  Rising  Sun,  23,  24; 
Seney  Chapel,  80  to  May  1;  Knoxville,  East 
Vine,  8,  9;  Morristown,  16,  16;  PineviUe,  14, 
16;  Clinton,  21,  22;  Lansdale,  22,  23;  Greene- 
ville  Ct.,  2^  29;  Greeneville,  29,  80;  Russell- 
vUle,  June  4,.  6;  Newport,  11,  12;  Jefferson 
Cl^,  18,  19;  KnoxviUe  Ct.,  26,  26. 

Iwar  Coworkers:  One  half  of  the  Conference 
year  has  gone  down  in  history.  We  have 
had  a  degree  of  success  this  far.  Let  us 
make  the  remainder  of  the  year  count  for 
more  than  any  previous  year.  Easter  Sun¬ 
day  is  just  over  the  way.  Let  us  raise  our 
entire  quota  for  World  Service  on  that  day 
and  report  the  same  to  the  general  treas¬ 
urer,  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  Ill.  Keep 
the  revival  fire  burning.  Don't  forget  your 
quota  for  the  endowment  of  Morristown  Col¬ 
lege.  Read  the  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate,  and  get  your  people  to  subscribe  for 
it.  ljt±  us  pray  and  work  for  the  success 
of  the  Knoxville  District  Yours  in  His 
name. — P.  D.  Johnson,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

NASHVILLE  DISTRICT 
Third  Round — Smyrna,  April  2,  8;  Brent¬ 
wood,  24,  26;  Pisgah,  May  1,  2;  Lebanon 
Ct,  7,  8;  Lebanon,  16,  16;  MitchellsvUle,  21, 
22;  Gallatin,  28,  29;  HartsviUe,  June  4,  6; 
Hnbbadrd,  11,  12;  John  Wesley,  12,  13;  Seay, 
19,  20;  Braden,  19-22;  Qark,  26,  27;  Patter¬ 
son,  26-28;  Nolensville,  July  2,  3;  Gordon, 
10, 11. 

Brethren:  I  am  persuaded  to  believe  that 
three  times  at  the  same  point  is  a  charm. 
Let  this  third  quarter  be  our  charm  to  close 
up  idl  of  our  Annual  Conference  claims  by 
July  24,  the  week  of  our  District  Confer¬ 
ence,  which  will  convene  at  Lebanon,  Tenn. 
Don’t  faU  me.  Remember  our  slogan:  Class 
A  and  a  Southwestern  in  every  home. — W. 
E.  Mitchell,  District  Superintendent. 


Quarterly  Conferences 

BENTON,  MISSISSIPPI 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  on  the  Ben¬ 
ton  Circuit  was  held  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Feb¬ 
ruary  28,  with  our  new  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Rev.  J.  S.  Williams,  presiding.  Although 
the  two  churches  are  fifteen  miles  apart,  and 
the  weather  was  cold  and  rainy,  yet  every 
leader  was  present,  except  Bro.  Henry  Wil¬ 
liams,  who  was  absent  on  account  of  a  broken 
leg.  The  district  superintendent  entered  into 
the  business  session  with  smoothness  and  in 
a  Christian  manner,  and  dispatched  the  busi¬ 
ness  with  brevity.  He  was  paid  in  full.  After 
dinner  we  reassembled  at  2.30  P.  M.,  and  the 
Rev.  Williams  preached  a  soul-stirring  ser¬ 
mon,  one  that  will  not  be  forgotten.  Our 
guests  were  Sisters  S.  H.  Whisenton  and  H. 
S.  Morton  and  Judge  Barnes,  of  Canton,  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  We  were  proud  to  have  them  and 
wish  them  to  call  again.  Watch  for  our  re¬ 
port  after  Easter.  We  are  on  our  way  over 
the  top. — Rev.  H.  Holston,  Pastor;  Mrs.  M. 
E.  Wilburn,  Reporter. 

BRADY,  TEXAS 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  St. 
Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held 
on  January  29  and  80.  The  Rev.  S.  E.  Black- 
nell,  district  superintendent,  presided.  Care¬ 
fully  prepared  reports  were  read  by  the  of¬ 
ficers.  The  district  superintendent  expressed 
himself  well  pleased  with  the  condition  of  our 
work  and  predicted  for  St  Paul  one  of  the 
best  year’s  work  in  the  history  of  the  church. 
The  superintendent  was  paid  in  full  for  his 
quarterly  visit.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Mesdames  Ellen  Harris,  Bettie 


Wright,  and  E.  B.  Carothers  motored  over 
to  San  Saba,  Texas,  to  be  in  the  meeting 
with  their  sister  church. — E.  B.  Carothers, 
Reporter. 

BROOKHAVEN,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Kenolia  Circuit  convened  at  Pleasant  Grove 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Thursday, 
March  10,  1927.  In  the  absence  of  our  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Thompson 
presided.  He  read  the  Scripture  lesson,  and 
then  made  a  stirring  speech  on  the  needs  of 
the  church  for  missions.  The  Rev.  A.  Jones 
was  elected  secretary.  The  Conference  was 
well  attended.  Most  of  the  ofBcers  were  pres¬ 
ent  with  good  reports.  All  reports  showed 
an  Increase  along  all  lines.  We  thank  Bishop 
Jones  for  this  strong  and  stirring  young  man, 
the  Rev.  Joe  C.  Crisler.  We  expect  to  put 
things  over  the  top  on  Easter.  At  7.30  that 
night  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Thompson  preached  a 
rousing  sermon,  which  was  enjoyed  by  all 
present.  We  paid  the  district  superintendent 
in  full.  We  are  going  on  to  success. — A. 
Jones,  Reporter. 

CLARKSDALE,  MISSISSIPPI 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
February  27  and  28,  with  Dr.  C.  W.  Butler 
presiding.  Every  interest  of  the  church  was 
carefully  looked  after.  A  goodly  number  of 
the  oflBcers  were  absent.  Notwithstanding 
this,  it  was  the  best  Conference,  financially 
and  spiritually,  during  my  pastorate.  Raised 
during  the  Conference,  $90;  raised  for  all 
causes  during  the  quarter,  $117.  We  are 
lined  up  for  Easter. — D.  D.  Shelly,  Pastor. 

CLEVELAND,  OKLAHOMA 

On  February  2,  3,  and  4,  Rev.  J.  H.  Ellis, 
district  superintendent,  visited  this  charge 
and  held  the  first  Quarterly  Conference.  He 
preached  each  night  to  an  appreciative  audi¬ 
ence.  On  Friday  night,  after  religious  serv¬ 
ices,  the  fourth  vice-president  of  the  Epworth 
League  conducted  a  very  enjoyable  social 
hour,  at  which  time  our  superintendent  had 
a  chance  to  get  acquainted  with  all  the  people 
of  the  community.  Mrs.  Pearl  McFall,  as¬ 
sisted  by  three  girls,  served  luncheon,  while 
Odessia  Jefferson  had  charge  of  the  games. 
The  district  superintendent  presented  the  dis¬ 
trict-parsonage  plan  and  secured  twenty-five 
dollars  in  cash  and  pledges  on  the  initiative 
payment.  Fifty  per  cent  of  World  Service 
and  his  salary  in  full  was  reported.  Recently, 
Miss  Belvedere  Shambra,  second  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Epworth  League,  gave  a  mission¬ 
ary  pageant,  entitled,  "Pleading  China,”  with 
Alberta  English  taking  the  part  of  China. 
Our  cliurch  school  is  doing  fine  work  now 
with  primary  and  ji^ors  graded  and  using 
graded  literature.  Tiils  is  the  outgrowth  of 
the  vacation  Bible  school  conducted  for  the 
primary  department  last  summer. — Annie  B. 
Austin,  Reporter. 

CLINTON,  MISSISSIPPI 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Lynch  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
February  6  and  6.  The  reports  from  all  of¬ 
ficers  were  good.  Lynch  chapel  raised  $13; 
Seven  Spring,  $7.60 ;  raised  for  pastor,  $22.60 ; 
raised  for  poor,  $1.60;  total  raised  for  the 
quarter,  $44.10.  We  are  going  to  put  the 
program  over  this  year. — J.  W.  Bassett,  Re¬ 
porter. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Eleventh  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  held  on  February  13  and  14.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  Rev.  T.  L.  Ferguson, 
officiated  at  both  meetings,  preaching  an  ex¬ 
cellent  sermon  Sunday  morning,  subject,  “He 
That  Prayeth.”  After  the  inspiring  message, 
communion  was  administered  by  the  super¬ 


intendent,  with  the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  W.  Chinn, 
assisting.  Business  meeting  was  held  on  Mon¬ 
day,  officers  being  installed  and  reports  re¬ 
ceived.  Class  leaders  made  their  reports:  . 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Taylor,  $32.90;  Mrs.  Sophia  Fields,  | 
$36.04;  Bros.  Costephens,  Sanford,  Covington, 
and  Sisters  Carroll  and  Gardner  made  smaller 
reports.  The  Epworth  League  is  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Rev.  Costephens.  He  needs 
your  heip.  Bro.  Norris  Harris  is  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Junior  Learae.  “Come,  help  us 
fight.”  We  appreciate  the  way  you  are  co¬ 
operating  in  the  various  departments  of  the 
church.  Why  neglect  the  missionary  so¬ 
cieties?  Sure,  the  Brotherhood  is  still  alive; 
“you  are  still  a  member.”  Shall  we  look 
for  you  in  the  Sunday  school,  the  place  where 
you  will  get  food  for  the  soul?  The  superin¬ 
tendent  gave  us  a  voucher  for  his  salary  paid 
in  full  for  the  year. — F.  W.  Twitty,  Reporter. 

CONRAD,  LOUISIANA 

Dr.  B.  J.  ReddLx,  district  superintendent, 
was  with  us  on  February  16  and  was  delighted 
with  the  outlook  for  this  Conference  year. 

He  was  paid  in  full.  On  the  20th,  while  the 
pastor  was  still  in  smiles,  a  band  of  members 
and^  friends  was  heard  singing  at  the  door, 
and’  when  it  was  opened  they  came  in  and 
laid  on  the  table  seventy-five  pounds  of  gro¬ 
ceries,  tog^ether  with  a  cash  purse.  This 
project  was  led  by  Mrs.  Beatrice  Weldon, 
the  president  of  the  Willing  Workers.  We 
assured  them  that  the  latch  would  always  be 
found  on  the  outside  of  the  door.  May  the 
Lord  bless  them  and  help  them  to  come 
again!— Rev.  P.  P.  Wright,  Pastor.  ^ 

DICKSON,  TENNESSEE 

Bowman  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church:  The  district  superintendent  was  with 
us  on  February  19  and  20,  on  his  second 
round  for  this  Conference  The  Rev.  J . 

O.  Dixon  was  full  of  the  Spirit,  preaching  a 
wonderful  sermon  at  11  A.  M.  on  Sunday 
and  also  at  night.  Though  the  weather  was 
disagreeable,  we  were  able  to  pay  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  in  full  by  the  plan  that 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  Ranson,  put  forth.  An 
after  collection  of  $8.06  was  taken  up  for 
the  trustees.  The  Rev.  A.  Ranson  is  bringing 
things  to  pass. — Gilbert  H.  Beck,  Reporter. 


GREENVILLE,  MISS. 

Bevels  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church:  Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  con¬ 
vened  Friday  night,  March  4,  1927,  with  the 
Rev.  D.  Green,  district  superintendent,  in 
the  chair.  After  a  splendid  address,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  the  business  of  the  Conference. 
Most  of  the  officers  were  present.  The  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Conference  was  dispatched  with 
much  dignity  and  ease.  At  the  roll  call  the 
officers  rendered  good  reports.  The  district 
superintendent  made  a  fine  address  on  the 
program  of  the  church  and  the  World  Serv¬ 
ice.  He  also  called  special  attention  of  the 
members  of  the  church  to  co-operate  with  the 
pastor  and  to  stand  by  him  and  the  church 
in  ail  its  activities.  At  the  •  close  of  the 
business  part  of  the  Conference  a  great  love 
feast  was  held,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  B.  J. 
Hudson  and  the  Rev.  L.  Bohanon,  local 
preachers.  On  Saturday,  March  6,  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  was  at  Cooks  Chapel 
and  there  held  his  first  Quarterly  Conference 
and  preached  a  great  sermon.  Sunday  night 
Dr.  Green  preached  a  powerful  sermon  at 
Revels  Memorial  to  quite  a  large  gathering, 
using  for  his  text,  “The  prayers  of  a  right¬ 
eous  man  availeth  much.”  Money  raised 
during  the  Conference  amounted  to  $36.62. 
Sixty-two  partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper;  one 
united  with  the  church.  At  the  close  of  the 
service  a  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  by 
Bro.  D.  E.  Hughes  on  behalf  of  the  church 
and  its  members  to  pastor  and  district  su¬ 
perintendent. — N.  G.  Crawford,  Pastor;  F.  R. 
Key,  Reporter. 

s 
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HOUSTON,  TEXAS 


Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
February  20  and  21,  in  Boynton  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Scott,  presided.  The  of¬ 
ficers  rendered  written  reports  to  the  high 
credit  of  the  church,  under  the  worthy  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  T.  M.  Jackson.  Our  district  su¬ 
perintendent  was  at  his  best  on  Sunday. 
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After  the  business  session  on  Monday  night, 
the  twen^-flrst,  all  went  into  the  church 
center  ana  enjoyed  a  grand  banquet  given 
honor  of  the  Rev.  W,  M.  Jones  and  Mrs. 
®fluby  Gambles,  who  raised  the  highest  amount 
of  money  in  the  church  rally.  The  Rev. 
W.  M.  Jones  was  crowned  king  and  Mrs. 
Ruby  Gambles  was  crowned  queen.  After 
which  a  delicious  menu  was  served  and  all 
enjoyed  the  social  feast. — Mrs.  L.  A.  Steptoe, 
Reporter. 

JEFFERSON,  TEXAS 
Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
February  19  and  20,  with  Rev.  E.  H.  Holden 
in  the  chair.  The  majority  of  the  officers 
were  present  with  fair  reports.  We  are  al¬ 
ways  glad  to  have  Doctor  Holden  come  to 
us  as  he  always  brings  a  burning  message. 
We  paid  him  in  full  for  the  quarter,  $25; 
paid  pastor  this  quarter,  $116;  paid  ^3.60  on 
repairs.  The  bell  tower,  which  has  been 
standing  unfinished  for  a  number  of  years, 
has  been  completed  and  adds  much  to  the 
attractiveness  of  the  church.  We  raised  for 
all  causes  this  quarter  $193.  Doctor  Holden 
preached  two  great  sermons.  Our  hearts  were 
made  to  rejoice.  More  than  sixty-five  par¬ 
took  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Two  rooms  in 
tlie  parsonage  have  been  papered  at  a  cost 
of  $16.  This  is  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of 
tlie  pastor’s  wife,  who  has  worked  untiringly. 
A  grand  total  of  $208  has  been  raised.— 
Rev.  Jas.  Hants,  Pastor;  Mrs.  M.  J.  Paster, 
Recorder. 

^  LINEVILLE,  ALABAMA 

“  The  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
February  26  and  27,  at  Young’s  Chapel,  un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  J.  C.  Chuman.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  was  well  attended  both  days.  Most  of 
the  officers  were  present  with  good  reports. 
The  trustees  reported  raised  and  paid  out, 
$172.22,  which  showed  much  improvement 
along  all  lines.  There  were  seventy-five  per¬ 
sons  who  partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  The 
Rev.  J.  C.  Chuman  delivered  a  fine  message 
to  the  people  on  Sunday  from  the  text  found 
in  Rom.  1.  16.  Total  receipts  for  the  day, 
$2.5.67.  The  Rev.  Chuman  is  doing  his  best 
to  make  the  work  a  success.  If  all  members 
will  line  up  with  the  plans  of  the  pastor,  all 
claims  will  be  paid. — Rev.  L.  D.  Daniels,  Pas¬ 
tor;  C.  W.  Moseley,  Reporter. 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. 

Sunday,  February  6,  marked  the  close  of 
our  fourth  and  last  quarterly  communion  for 
this  Conference  year.  It  was  a  high  day  in 
New  Coke,  beginning  with  our  Sunday  school. 
We  were  graced  with  the  presence  of  111 
pupils  in  all  grades,  and  we  are  striving  to 
make  the  number  136  for  the  next  Sunday. 
This  was  our  missionary  day  and  the  offer- 
'l]£j^g  amounted  to  $8;  Christmas  fund, 
“1.19.  Our  district  superintendent  was 
with  us  and  made  an  able  address  to  the 
school.  The  Rev.  Gaines  was  also  with  us  and 
spoke  concerning  the  missionary  work  which 
was  very  timely.  At  the  closing  of  the 
Sunday  school,  the  district  superintendent 
was  presented  by  the  pastor  and  brought 
to  us  a  wonderful  message.  The  service  was 
well  attended.  Fifty-two  dollars  were  laid 
on  the  table  for  the  morning  offering.  The 
afternoon  brought  to  us  another  Large  audk 
ence,  our  sister  churches  being  present. 
The  Rev.  Shambourger,  of  the  R.  E.  Jones 
Temple,  brought  us  the  message  from  the 
prophet  Isaiah.  The  spirit  ran  high.  The 
Rev.  Shambourger’s  membership  laid  on 
the  table  $8.46.  Calvary  Church,  led  by 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  L.  R.  Starks,  was  ores- 
ent  and  his  male  chorus  sang  to  the  delight 
of  all.  They  laid  an  offering  of  .$4.66  on 
the  table.  Our  mission,  led  by  Ihe  Ilev, 

G.  G.  Butler,  was  well  represented.  They 
gave  an  offering  of  $3.46.  The  ^ame  was  i 
frturned  to  them  to  help  on  their  debt.  ] 
One  hundred  and  fifty-three  communed,  A  i 
splendid  program  was  rendered  at  the  1 
Epworth  League  hour.  The  district  super-  i 

«ten(lent  preached  again  at  tlie  night  serv-  ( 
e.  Total  offering  for  the  day,  $120.  Mon-  i 
•lay  night  marked  the  close  of  our  fourth  i 
*nd  last  Quarterly  Conference.  Reports  were  ( 
goo<L  The  superintendent  was  paid  in  ] 
full.  The  return  of  our  pastor  was  asked  ! 
for.  All  officials  were  retained  for  the  en-  i 


suing  year  and  pledged  themselves  to  work 
I  with  ^eater  seu  for  the  next  year.  We 
hope  to  do  greater  work  next  year  and  look 
for  the  return  of  the  Rev.  R.  D.  Hines,  our 
pastor. — J.  H.  Madison,  Reporter. 

MANSFIELD,  LOUISIANA 

The  first  and  second  Quarter^  Conferences 
of  Trenton  Circuit  were  held  January  9  and 
10  and  February  9  and  10,  with  the  Rev.  S.  S. 
Earles,  district  superintendent,  presiding. 
The  business  of  the  Conference  was  dis¬ 
patched  w'ith  ease.  The  officers  were  present 
with  very  good  reports.  The  Rev.  Earles 
has  proven  to  be  the  man  for  the  job.  He 
presides  over  his  Conference  as  a  big  brother, 
with  the  grace  of  God  in  his  heart.  His  spirit 
toward  his  men  has  tied  them  and  their  con¬ 
gregations  to  him.  With  a  man  like  this  I 
hope  every  man  will  endeavor  to  stand  by 
him  and  see  to  it  that  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  will  take  its  place  in  our  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference.  I  have  in  hand  thus  far  forty  dollars 
on  my  World  Service  quota,  and  paid  the 
district  superintendent  in  full,  forty  dollars. 
Pray  for  our  success. — R,  H.  White,  P.  C. 

MEMPHIS,  TENNESEE 

Warren  Chapel:  The  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Doctor  Crenshaw,  was  with  us  to  hold 
his  first  Quarterly  Conference  on  February 
26.  Owing  to  the  inclement  weather,  he  had 
not  been  able  to  hold  his  Conference  at  the 
appointed  time.  We  were  delighted  to  meet 
him  and  find  him  to  be  a  most  worthy  man, 
and  fully  able  to  carry  on  the  work  that  has 
been  assigned  to  him. — Dr.  T.  W.  Davis, 
Pastor;  Lillie  L.  Lloyd,  Corresponding  Sec¬ 
retary. 

NEWBERRY,  FLORIDA 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  New  Bethel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
by  the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  D.  S. 
Selmore.  At  11  A.  M.  the  Rev.  Selmore  filled 
the  pulpit  and  preached  an  able  sermon  from 
Mark  1.  17.  The  Woman’s  Home  and  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Societies  met  at  4  P.  M., 
President  L.  R.  Gardner  presiding.  After  an 
excellent  program,  the  district  superintendent 
preached  a  wonderful  sermon  from  Daniel 
3.  18.  All  hearts  were  made  to  feel  glad, 
after  which  the  visitors  were  introduced  by 
the  pastor.  Rev.  G.  W.  Dubose,  namely:  Rev. 
Miles  Adams  and  Mrs.  Lena  Dubose,  of  Ala¬ 
chua,  Florida;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  and 
Mrs.  Clara  Johnson,  of  Bucannon,  Florida; 
Mrs.  Weeks,  of  Decatur,  Alabama.  Collection 
for  all  purposes  for  the  day,  $82. — Mrs.  Lula 
R.  Gardner,  Reporter. 

•  OLIVIER,  LA. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
March  7,  1927,  and  at  Hubbertville,  La., 
March  8,  1927.  The  Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton, 
district  superintendent,  presided.  After  some 
timely  remarks  the  roll  was  called.  All  offi¬ 
cers  answered  present,  with  good  reports. 
The  pastor’s  report  showed  advancement  on 
all  lines.  Ten  members  have  been  added  this 
quarter  to  the  church.  District  superintend¬ 
ent  quarterage  has  been  raised  at  Olivier 
charge  from  $12.60  to  $16,  and  $27.60  for  the 
circuit.  World  Service  money  at  Olivier  has 
been  raised  already,  and  Hubbertville  charge 
will  also  go  over.  Every  interest  of  the 
church  has  been  looked  after  by  the  pastor. 
We  are  planning  to  build  a  new  parsonage 
at  Olivier  soon.  The  district  superintendent 
went  away  smiling  at  the  work  which  is  be¬ 
ing  done  by  the  Rev.  N.  L.  Baptiste. — Mrs. 

C.  B.  Baptiste,  Reporter. 

OMAHA,  NEBRASKA 
The  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  Grove 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held  Feb¬ 
ruary  11-13,  with  Rev.  B.  R.  Booker  In  the 
chair.  Most  of  the  officers  were  present  and 
presented  written  reports.  The  reports 
showed  signs  of  progress.  After  receiving 
the  reports  from  the  various  officers  and  heads  i 
of  auxiliaries,  the  building  committee  of 
Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  presented  i 
its  program,  which  program  was  meeting  the 
challenge  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  1 
Church  Extension  Society.  The  board  pro-  i 
poses  to  loan  the  trustees  of  the  church  i 
^,600,  provided  the  trustees  raise  $1,600,  ( 

which  sum  is  to  be  used  in  making  an  in-  ' 


itial  payment  on  a  church  edifice  in  a  more 
desirable  location  than  the  present  church 
now  occupies.  The  entire  program  was 
adopted  by  the  Quarterly  Conference.  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  at  11  o’clock,  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  preached  to  the  delight  of  all 
who  heard  him.  On  Sunday  at  8  P.  M.,  as 
is  our  custom,  all  of  the  Methodist  churches 
of  the  city  assembled  at  the  seat  of  the  4^ar- 
terly  Conference.  Rev.  John  Grant,  pastor 
of  St.  John  African-  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  city,  preached  the  sacramental 
sermon.  His  text  was,  “Dwell  deep,  dwell 
long,  and  dwell  alone.”  The  sermon  was  full 
of  thought  and  was  accompanied  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.  About  seventy  persons  partook 
of  the  communion.  The  quarter  was  a  suc¬ 
cess  from  every  angle.  The  quarterly  assess¬ 
ment  was  raised  in  full,  with  seven  or  eight 
dollars  to  apply  on  the  pastor’s  salary.  Six 
cash  subscriptions  were  taken  for  .the  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate. — ^Y.  W.  Logan, 
Reporter;  Rev.  T.  B.  Oville,  Pastor. 

POPE,  TENNESSEE 
We  had  our  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  J.  O.  Dixon,  with  us  February  22,  also 
the  Rev.  Irvin,  from  Cumberland  Furnace, 
Tennessee.  The  Rev.  Irvin  preached  a  won¬ 
derful  sermon  from  John  2.  6.  The  people 
were  delighted  with  the  message  he  brought 
and  asked  him  to  come  again.  The  Rev. 
Carter  was  at  his  post  Sunday,  and  at  11 
A.  M.  he  preached  from  the  subject,  “Come 
and  See  a  Man  Which  Told  Me  All  Things 
That  Ever  I  Did.”  He  preached  again  at 
night.  The  people  are  very  pleased  with  the 
Rev.  Carter.  Amount  raised,  $9.41.  Pray 
for  us. — C.  L.  Howard,  Reporter. 

TIPLERSVILLE,  MISSISSIPPI 
Shady  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
On  February  26  and  27  we  held  our  first 
Quarterly  Conference.  We  were  glad  to  have 
with  us  our  district  superintendent.  Rev.  A. 
G.  Cole,  who  preached  a  fine  sermon.  We 
are  proud  of  our  pastor.  Rev.  B.  S.  Pugues. 
We  pray  that  God  will  send  His  blessings 
upon  us  this  year  that  we  may  do  a  success¬ 
ful  year’s  work.  The  Rev.  Pugues  preached 
another  able  sermon  on  Sunday.  We  raised, 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  amount  of  sev¬ 
enteen  dollars. — G.  J.  Prather,  Reporter. 

WETUMPKA,  ALABAMA 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Wetumpka  Circuit  convened  at  New  Stile 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  February  26 
and  27,  with  the  Rev.  P.  P.  Wright,  district 
superintendent,  presiding.  The  Rev.  S.  L. 
Damous,  pastor,  led  the  devotions.  After 
some  timdy  remarks  from  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  the  meeting  was  called  to  or¬ 
der.  All  the  officers  as  a  whole  made  splen¬ 
did  reports  from  the  different  auxiliaries. 
The  superintendent  seemed  to  be  well  pleased. 
This  was  one  of  the  best  Conferences  that 
has  been  held  recently  on  the  circuit  The 
iadies  served  a  very  nice  dinner.  On  Sunday 
morning  at  9.30  o’clock  the  Sunday  school 
was  conducted  by  the  assistant  superintend¬ 
ent,  R.  H.  Anthony.  The  attendance  was 
good.  Prof.  W.  T.  Harris,  of  Tuskegee,  re¬ 
viewed  the  lesson.  The  Rev.  P.  P,  Wright 
preached  a  very  impressive  and  instructive 
sermon  at  11.30  o’clock  from  St.  Mark  11.  24. 
His  theme  was,  “The  Power  of  Faith.”  He 
made  it  explicit  that  if  we  have  faith  we 
can  accomplish.  We  raised  this  quarter  for 
the  superintendent  $29.66.  We  are  yet  look¬ 
ing  forward  for  the  many  blessings  from  the 
Lord,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  S.  L. 
Damous  as  pastor. — Emma  V.  Greeter,  Re¬ 
porter. 

WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  Simp¬ 
son  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held  by 
Dr.  M.  J.  Naylor,  district  superintendent, 
Friday  evening,  February  26,  1927.  Reports 
from  the  various  departments  showed  con¬ 
tinuous  progress,  and  $676,  the  full  quota  for 
World  Service,  was  reported.  This  is  an 
increase  of  thirty-five  per  cent  over  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  The  budget  rec^ts  for  the  quar¬ 
ter  aggregated  $1,242.60.  The  secretary  for 
the  Morgan  College  Crusade  reported  $770 
collected  on  a  $1,086  subscription.  The  week 
day  Bible  school,  taught  by  Mrs.  Fannie 
Turner,  director  of  religious  education,  re- 
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ported  an  enrollment  of  forty-six.  The 
leadership  training  claiss  in  the  church  school 
department,  taught  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  Wm. 
H.  Williams,  reported  an  enrollment  of 
sixteen.  Of  this  number  two  are  Baptists, 
one  is  Presbyterian,  one  is  Episcopalian,  and 
fourteen  are  Methodists.  The  church  school 
board  In  Chicago  accredited  the  work  by 
granting  certificates  to  the  class.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  was  presented  a  beauti¬ 
ful  secretarial  case  by  the  official  board,  in 
recognition  of  his  six  years’  of  inestimable 
serv^  to  the  Pittsburg  District.  Sunday 
the  audience  witnessed  bis  final  and  match¬ 
less  discourse,  “Paul’s  Farewell  Address  to 
the  Ephesian  Elders.”  The  church  anticipates 
a  great  dosing -of  the  Conference  year. — J. 
R.  Mason,  Recording  Steward. 

.  Obituaries 

BRYAN — Sister  Annie  Bryan,  the  wife  of 
District  Superintendent  J.  L.  Bryan,  of  the 
Port  Smith  District,  departed  this  life  Feb¬ 
ruary  20,  1927,  at  Conway,  Ark.  She  bore 
her  iUness  with  patience.  She  was  a  faithful 
wife,  mother,  and  Christian.  For  forty-two 
years  she  stayed  on  the  firing  line,  and  her 
place  will  be  hard  to  fill  in  the  home,  the 
church,  and  the  community.  She  leaves  to 
mourn  her  passing,  husband,  nine  step-chil¬ 
dren,  four  sisters,  one  brother,  other  rda- 
tives,  and  a  host  of  friends.  The  funeral  was 
conducted  in  the  new  Eheneser  Memorial 
Church.  The  Revs.  A.  L.  Buchannon,  S.  Mc¬ 
Donald,  and  F.  B.  Neal  assisted  in  the  serv¬ 
ices.  The  funeral  oration  was  delivered  by 
the  pastor.  The  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
in  Conway  cemetery. — M.  McCrosky,  Re¬ 
porter. 

PICKETT — Sister  Crecy  Pickett  was  horn 
in  1861;  died  January  26,  1927,  aged  seventy- 
six  years.  She  was  ill  for  about  eight  months, 
but  bore  her  illness  with  patience.  She  leaves 
two  sons,  three  daughters,  twelve  grandchil- 
ren,  fifteen  great-grandchildren,  four  brothers, 
three  sisters,  and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn 
her  passing.  She  was  loved  by  all  who  knew 
her.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
J.  L.  Kelley,  assisted  by  Elder  Hodges,  who 
spoke  on  her  life  as  a  Christian.  Her  re¬ 
mains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Mt.  Olive 
cemetery. — A.  McGrew,  Reporter. 

REDDICK — ^The  Rev.  E.  J.  Reddick  was 
horn  September  26,  1879,  and  died  January 
9,  1927,  at  the  parsonage,  Fowlkes,  Tenn.,  at 
the  age  of  forty-eight  years.  He  was  con¬ 
verted  at  the  age  of  nine  years,  and  lived  a 
consistent  Christian  life.  He  was  exhorted 
by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Price,  proved  to  be  worthy 
of  Bis  calling,  was  then  licensed  as  a  local 
preacher  by  the  Rev.  Price,  and  joined  the 
Tennessee  Annual  Conference,  and  was  loved 
generally  by  the  brethren.  He  was  a  good 
shepherd  and  a  loving  pastor.  To  know  him 
was  to  love  him.  He  was  always  ready  to 
advise  and  instruct  sinners  to  the  way  of 
holiness.  Brother  Reddick  was  a  devoted 
husband  and  kind  father.  He  leaves  a  de¬ 
voted  wife,  three  sons,  E.  J.  Jr.,  Thirkleld, 
John  Wesley;  one  daughter,  Alima;  and  a 
host  of  sorrowing  friends.  “Servant  of  God, 
well  done!” — Beadie  Preston,  Reporter. 

REED — Sister  Lizzie  Reed  departed  this  life 
February  8,  1927,  in  full  triumph  of  faith. 
She  was  a  member  of  St.  Mark  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Opelousas,  La.  She  leaves 
one  son,  two  brothers,  four  sisters,  and  many 
friends  to  mourn  their  loss.  The  funeral  was 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  L.  H.  Smith,  pastor. 
— Reporter. 

SWINNEY— Sunday,  February  6,  1927, 

death  visited  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Meridian,  Miss.,  and  took  from  our 
midst  Sister  Gertrude  Swinney,  a  faithful 
member  of  the  church.  She  was  only  ill  for 
a  few  days,  and  died  from  the  effects  of 
blood  poisoning.  She  was  a  real  Christian; 
she  never  failed  In  her  duties  to  the  church, 
and  was  interested  in  all  activities  of  the 
church.  Sister  Swinney  leaves  one  daughter, 
one  son,  brothers,  sisters,  relatives,  and 
friends  to  mourn  her  departure.  Her  ftmeral 
was  attended  at  Scooba,  Miss.,  by  her  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  R.  N.  Jones,  and  the  Rev.  F. 
Williams.  Interment  in  the  family  cemetery 
at  Scooba. — ^Reporter. 


Tuskegee  Institute  Summer  Quarter 

TEN  WEEKS:  JUNE  6  TO  AUGUST  13 
First  Term:  June  6  to  July  9.  Second  Term:  July  11  to  August  13. 

Recitations  six  days  in  the  week.  Twelve  weeks’  work  in  ten  weeks.  Credit  granted 
toward  High  School  and  Junior  College  Diplomas  in  Teacher  Training. 

Certificates  extended  and  renewed.  Registration  fee,  $3.50  for  one  term;  or  $6.00  for 
both  terms,  payable  in  advance.  Write  for  Catalog. 

R.  R.  MOTON,  Prlactpal  E.  G.  ROBERTS.  Director 
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WYCHE — Brother  John  Wyche  died  Janu¬ 
ary  21,  1927,  at  St.  Martinville,  La.,  with 
hope  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-five  years.  He  leaves  a  wife,  two 
daughters,  three  sons,  a  sister,  members  of 
the  church  and  lodge  to  mourn  their  loss. 
He  was  buried  with  honors  by  the  K.  of  P. 
Lodge,  Magnolia  No.  48,  of  St.  Martinville, 
La.  The  following  ministers  spoke  of  his 
life:  the  Revs.  G.  C.  Casemere  and  Archey 
Wmiams,  both  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The 
choir  rendered  appropriate  music. — Rev.  J. 
A.  Landry,  Pastor. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
of  Free  Liberty  Church  for  the  many  nice 
presents  given  us  during  the  Christmastide. 
Sisters  Lula  Jones,  Rose  Lee,  and  Jessie  Orr 
led  the  party.  We  enjoyed  a  Christmas  tree 
at  Free  Liberty  Church  on  Christmas  day. 
We  thank  one  and  all. — Wm.  Jones,  Pastor. 

We  desire  to  thank  the  members  and  friends 
of  Camilla,  Texas,  for  the  storm  which  struck 
the  parsonage  on  January  29,  leaving  more 
than  130  pounds  of  choice  groceries.  The 
party  was  led  by  Mr.  Jeff  Eckford  and  Bro. 
J.  B.  Ellis.  Mr.  Eckford  is  not  a  member 
of  the  church,  but  he  is  loyal  to  the  pastor 
and  wife.  Bishop  Jones  said  In  his  sermon 
at  Paris,  Texas,  “There  is  some  good  in  every 
man.” — ^The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  D.  Phelps. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Leggett,  of  Eb- 
enezer  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Madison, 
Ind.,'take  this  method  of  thanking  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  for  a  surprise  storm  which 
struck  the  parsonage  January  10,  led  by  Mrs. 
Fred  Tandy.  More  than  fifty  pounds  of 
choice  groceries,  canned  fruit,  oranges,  grape¬ 
fruit,  and  four  large,  fat  hens  and  other  good 
things  to  eat,  also  a  cash  purse,  blew  our  way. 
We  could  stand  another  just  like  it.  Thanks ; 
come  again. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
of  St.  Mark  Church,  Many,  La.,  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  St.  Paul  Church,  of  Fisher,  for  the 
ninety-six  pounds  of  groceries  placed  on  the 
parsonage  table,  led  by  Sister  Lillian  Bledsoe 
and  Sister  Annie  Sibley;  also  the  good  Bap¬ 
tist  sister,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Matthews,  who  joined 
in  bringing  pounds  the  next  day.  God  bless 
these  good  people  in  Many  and  Fisher.  They 
are  always  ready  to  do  noble  things. — Rev. 
and  Mrs.  I.  H.  Lodge. 

We  take  this  method  of  expressing  our 
thanks  to  those  who  stormed  us  with  many 
pounds  of  select  groceries  In  January.  Those 
who  gave  were:  Sisters  E.  Shelby,  E.  Jack- 
son,  W.  Doolittle,  R.  Durrah,  C.  Biggs,  M. 
Ward,  L.  Hamilton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philips, 
Torrence  Shelby,  P.  Ward,  M.  Shelby,  I. 


Communion  Service  Outfits^ 

Individual,  the  present  day* 


method— cleanly  and  sonitoiy. 
A  more  impressive  servioe. 
Beautiful  sets  at  rsosonable 
prices.  Write  for  catalog. 

DeMouIia  Brae.  St  Co.,  Dept  42,  Giesavflkb  IL 
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PLEASANT  ROOT 

Inexpensively  overcomes  any  tobacco  or 
snuff  habit.  Not  medicine.  Send  address. 

J.  O.  STOKES,  Mohawk,  Florida. 


Shelby,  W.  B.  Durrah,  J.  M.  Durrah,  L  0. 
Durrah,  J.  Lee  Ward,  W.  Durrah,  L.  Smith, 
Geo.  Smith,  Nora  Smith,  V.  Ward.  We  pray 
God’s  choicest  blessing  upon  them. — Rev.  P. 
H.  Moore  and  Wife,  Llano,  Texas. 

Inquiries 

Mr.  S.  L.  Sandford  has  not  been  seen  or 
heard  of  s’ince  1912.  When  last  heard  of  was 
at  Tululla,  La.  Anyone  knowing  his  where¬ 
abouts  will  please  write  Mrs.  Mary  V.  Hud¬ 
son,  Route  1,  Box  44-A,  Shreveport,  La. 

I  wish  to  inquire  for  my  son,  whose  name  id 
Sylvester  Maxwell.  He  left  Marianna,  Ark,* 
September,  1917,  with  a  circus.  When  last 
heard  of  he  was  in  Louisiana.  Any  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  him  will  be  greatly  appre¬ 
ciated.  Send  information  to  his  father,  R- 
B.  Maxwell,  Marianna,  Ark. 
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FOUNDER’S  DAY  AT  NEW  ORLEANS  UNIVERSITY 

BISHOP  JOSEPH  C.  HARTZELL,  D.D.,  Oueit  of  Honor 

Master  Lawrence  Hayes,  Son  of  Dean  and  Mrs.  R.  B.  Hayes.  Jeane  Claire  Moses,  Daughter  of  Prof,  and  Mrs.  Rudolph  Moses, 
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Forecasting  the  World  Service 

Campaign 

In  the  New  Orleans  Area 
By  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones 


The  loyal  Methodist  Episcopalians  of 
the  New  Orleans  Area  are  determined  to 
do  their  part  in  responding  to  the  call 
of  the  church  for  world  redemption.  Those 
who  are  in  touch  with  the  situation  in  the 
New  Orleans  Area  report  that  there  is  more 
enthusiasm  for  World  Service  at  this  time 
than  any  period  since  the  first  year  of  the 
Centenary.  A  new  sense  of  responsibility 
has  come  to  the  pastors  and  laj^en,  a  sense 
of  their  responsibility  to  tbe  ‘“Master  of  us 
all,”  as  well  as  their  obligation  to  the  dis¬ 
tressed  people  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  It  is 
a  new  conviction;  it  is  the  looking  away  from 
self  to  others ;  it  is  the  determination  to  stand 
by  the  missionaries  and  the  bishops  on  the 
foreign  field.  It  is  the  determination  to  make 
America  a  better  place  to  live  in.  The  effort 
on  the  part  of  these  people  is  little  less  than 
a  crusade;  almost  to  a  man  the  area  is  hard 
at  work  to  report  the  full  amount  allotted  to 
the  area  for  World  Service. 

Bishop  Jones,  who  has  been  traveling  the 
area  and  who  is  in  constant  touch  by  cor¬ 
respondence  with  all  parts  of  the  area,  re¬ 
ports  most  favorably  on  the  outlook.  He 
says  he  is  particularly  gratified  with  the  new 
attitude  of  the  brethren.  More  money  is  in 
hand  at  this  time  than  in  any  previous  year 
in  the  Easter  effort.  The  bishop  thinks  that 
this  is  due  largely  to  the  new  conception  of 
their  responsibility  to  tbe  church  and  to  the 
world,  and  to  the  accepting  of  the  spiritual 
obligation  to  send  the  gospel  to  all  parts  of 
the  world.  The  bishop  reports  that  the 
area  is  organized  better  than  in  previous 
years.  Every-member  canvasses  have  been 
conducted,  unit  leaders  appointed.  Reports 
from  the  field  gained  at  first  hand  and  by 
correspondence  predict  a  very  successful 
effort  terminating  with  Easter. 

It  will  be  interesting,  no  doubt,  to  quote 
some  of  the  letters  from  the  pastors  and  from 
district  superintendents. 

The  Rev.  S.  S.  Earles,  of  the  Alexandria 
District,  Louisiana  Conference,  wrote  his 
brethren:  ‘‘The  church  has  no  other  way  of 
getting  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  the  lost  world 
except  through  you.  So  let  us  buckle  up  our 
loins  and  not  fail  the  Master  nor  disappoint 
Him,  He  is  depending  upon  us  to  save  the 
world  to  Him.” 

Appeals  of  this  type  are  the  occasion  for 
the  new  conviction  and  the  new  enthusiasm. 

The  Rev.  T.  R.  W.  Harris,  Napoleon ville, 
La.,  has  already  raised  and  reported  the  en¬ 
tire  quota  of  World  Service  to  that  charge. 
The  quota  was  $160.  Brother  Harris  has  re¬ 
ported  and  raised  $155.  This  is  an  increase 
of  one  hundred  per  cent  over  last  year.  At 
the  same  time  there  is  an  advance  in  pastor’s 
and  district  superintendent’s  salaries. 

The  Rev.  C.  Spears,  Monroe  District, 
Louisiana  Conference,  reports  that  he  has 
had  his  first  ingathering  of  World  Service. 
Mt.  Nebo,  Mt.  Olive,  Washington,  St.  Sinai, 
and  Lake  Providence  have  reported,  and  the 
indications  are  that  this  district  will  raise 
more  on  Easter  than  it  raised  all  of  last 
year. 

The  Rev.  C.  W.  Butler,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Clarksdale  District:  ‘‘In  spite 
of  the  high  water,  Easter  will  be  a  financial 
success.  Clarksdale  has  about  raised  its 
quota.  Ruleville,  Shellmound,  Mlnter  City, 
and  Mound  Bayou  have  raised  a  part  of  their 
quotas.” 

J.  W.  Whitfield,  Huntsville  District,  Cen¬ 
tral  Alabama  Conference:  ‘‘The  outlook  for 
World  Service  is  bright.  Several  of  the  pas¬ 
tors  have  sent  in  a  part  of  their  quotas. 
There  are  World  Service  Committees  in  each 
church,  and  they  are  raising  money  weekly. 
The  plan  is  to  have  the  president  of  each 
committee  at  the  District  Area  World  Serv¬ 
ice  Council.” 


The  Rev.  P.  P.  Wright,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  Montgomery  District,  Central  Ala- 
ama  Conference:  ‘‘The  outlook  for  advance 
over  former  years  in  World  Service  is  very 
fine,  indeed.  J.  L.  Wilson,  Warren  Street, 
Mobile,  has  every  auxiliary  of  the  church  in 
full  swing  collecting  funds  every  night  in  the 
week.  The  Emergency  Club  has  a  fine  sum 
on  hand.  Troy,  Wetumpka,  Eclectic,  and 
Brewton  are  making  very  fine  efforts.” 

W.  E.  Mitchell,  NashvUle  District,  Ten¬ 
nessee  Conference:  “In  spite  of  the  rain,  snow, 
and  high  water,  they  have  kept  their  powder 
dry  and  are  going  to  fight  to  bring  up  their 
quota  on  Easter.  Special  efforts  are  being 
made  in  every  charge.  I  have  vouchers  in 
hand  already  from  Hartsville,  Pisgah,  Gor¬ 
don,  Braden,  Mitchell,  Clark,  and  Brent¬ 
wood.” 

G.  W.  Coleman,  Brookhaven  District,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Conference:  “We  are  going  to  be  in 
the  front  rank.  The  Revs.  Robinson,  Ham¬ 
mond,  Moulton,  and  Thompson  have  already 
sent  in  a  part  of  their  quota.” 

W.  J.  Hampton,  Lake  Charles  District, 
Louisiana  Conference:  “I  have  been  on  this 
district  fourteen  years,  and  the  outlook  is 
brighter  to-day  than  ever  before.  Lees  ville 
has  raised  $105;  Welsh,  $76;  and  Teche,  $30. 
The  Rev.  Rolax,  of  Warren  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  will  make  the  greatest  report  from 
that  church  in  years.” 

J.  L.  S.  Edmondson,  Austin  District,  West 
Texas  Conference:  “Every  man  has  on  a  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  collection  of  his  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  and  frankly  assure  you  that  from  all  in¬ 
dications  there  will  be  quite  an  increase  over 
last  year.” 

C.  V.  Heffner,  Durant  District,  Upper  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Conference:  “I  have  been  to  most  of 
the  charges  and  find  as  a  result  of  our  Quar¬ 
terly  Conferences  and  emphasis  put  on  World 
Service  that  the  people  are  inspired  to  make 
special  efforts  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
general  church.  A  few  of  the  men  have 
small  amounts  on  hand.  I  feel  sure  of 
satisfactory  results  when  the  Easter  rallies 
are  over.” 

A.  G.  Cole,  Holly  Springs  District,  Upper 
Mississippi  Conference:  “Will  make  a  full  re¬ 
port  on  Easter.” 

The  Rev.  J.  H.  Talbert,  Starkville  District, 
Upper  Mississippi  Conference:  “Greatly  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  fine  spirit  that  seems  to 
dominate  every  part  of  the  district  in  the  in¬ 
terest  of  World  Service.” 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  Hibbler,  Wesley  Church, 
Vicksburg:  “The  first  thing  I  did  after  com¬ 
ing  from  Conference  was  to  put  on  the  every- 
member  canvass  for  World  Service.  I  have 
been  preaching  on  the  mission  of  the  church 
ever  since  coming  from  Conference.” 

The  Rev.  B.  W.  Wynn,  Tupelo  District, 
Upper  Mississippi  Conference:  “We  are  de¬ 
termining  to  do  more  by  far  than  last  year. 
Every  man  is  working.” 

The  Rev.  W.  R.  Robinson,  Palestine  Dis¬ 
trict,  Texas  Conference:  “You  may  rest  as¬ 
sured  that  everything  is  being  done,  not  only 
to  go  beyond  last  year’s  report,  but  to  raise 
our  entire  quota.  The  pastors  are  desirous 
of  reaching  their  goal.” 

M.  W-  Stephens,  Pearsall  Circuit,  San  An¬ 
tonio  District,  West  Texas  Conference:  “I 
am  sick  now,  but  am  trying  to  keep  my  pro¬ 
gram  warmed  up.  One  cannot  stop  after  he 
gets  a  program  started,  but  must  pujh  it. 
We  are  going  to  have  our  full  quota.” 

The  Rev.  N.  H.  Redricks,  Ashville,  Ala.: 
“I  am  doing  all  I  can  to  go  over  the  top. 
This  is  my  duty  to  my  church.” 


Personal  and  General 

— Miss  Orelia  W.  Harris,  after  having  com-A 
pleted  a  two-year  course  in  physio-therapy  j 
in  New  York  City,  has  served  very  acceptablv 
as  superintendent  of  Mercy  Hospital,  Bristol, 
Tenn.  The  many  friends  of  Miss  Harris  will 
be  delighted  to  learn  that  she  is  now  at  home 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  J.  Ellis,  1907  Palmyra 
Street,  New  Orleans. 

Crescent  City  Notes 

People's  Methodiit  Epueopal  Church. — The 
King’s  business  goes  right  on  at  People’s 
Church.  Sunday  morning,  February  27,  our 
pastor,  tbe  Rev.  Handy,  exchanged  pulpits 
with  the  Rev.  I.  H.  Jones,  pastor  of  Calvary 
Colored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  It 
would  be  hard  to  decide  which  congregation 
enjoyed  the  change  the  better.  Before  the 
Rev.  Jones  could  get  away,  in  came  the  Rev. 

J.  A.  Bingaman,  congregation,  and  junior 
choir  of  the  First  African  Baptist  Church. 
After  a  short  service,  the  Rev.  Bingaman 
and  good  folks  left  $14  collection  with  us 
'as  a  token  of  Christian  fellowship.  The 
singing  of  the  choirs  of  Calvary  and  the  First 
A.  B.  Church  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Sunday 
morning,  March  6,  Dr.  L.  H.  King,  editor 
of  the  Southwestern,  stole  in  upon  us  and 
preached  for  us  very  acceptably.  We  highly 
appreciate  the  compliment  of  his  presence. 
At  the  evening  service  the  communion  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  by  our  beloved  districts 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  M.  R.  Walker. — ™ 
A.  D.  Posey,  Reporter. 

WUliama  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — On 
Sunday,  March  27,  at  11  A.  M.,  the  Rev.  A. 
N.  Haywood,  superintendent  of  the  Lafon 
Old  Folks’  Home,  preached  an  interesting 
sermon;  subject,  “Saving  the  Young  People.” 
Reading,  subject,  “The  Meaning  of  the  Jun¬ 
ior  Church,”  Miss  Priscilla  Brown.  The 
junior  church  at  Williams  is  doing  nicely, 
and  we  hope  to  increase  its  membership. 
Sunday  night  we  had  a  rare  treat.  Dean 
Robert  Hayes,  of  New  Orleans  University, 
preached  an  excellent  sermon;  subject,  “Man’s 
Dependency  on  God.”  Those  present  enjoyed 
the  sermon  and  were  greatly  benefited.  After 
the  sermon  he  installed  the  oflScers  of  the 
Brotherhood.  We  are  always  pleased  to  have 
the  dean  worship  with  us.  On  last  Tuesday 
night,  March  22,  Bro.  Moses  Weary,  a  lad 
from  Okmulgee,  Okla.,  preached  a  good  ser¬ 
mon;  subject,  “A  Perishing  Soul.”  On  Fri¬ 
day,  March  25,  “The  Pastors’  Singing  Con¬ 
test”  was  a  success.  We  had  a  good  audience. 
The  Rev.  J.  N.  Wells,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Episcopal  jChurch,  won  the  first 
prize,  a  baked  fat  hen;  and  the  Rev.  T.  R. 
Wallace,  pastor  of  Phillip  Memorial  Meth^ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  the  second  prize,  afl 
delicious  cake.  We  are  planning  to  go  over^ 
the  top  with  our  World  Service  on  Palm 
Sunday. — Rev.  J.  Wesley  Turner,  Pastor; 
Miss  Elsie  C.  Charles,  Reporter. 
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The  Time  is  Not  Yet  Come 


COMMENTING  editorially  upon  the  recent  salu¬ 
tary  decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
adverse  to  the  series  of  efforts  made  repeatedly 
by  the  South,  but  specifically  by  the  State  of  Louisiana 
in  its  effort  to  segregate  the  Negro  population  in  New 
Orleans  and  other  cities  of  that  State,  a  New  Orleans 
daily  paper  thus  sings  its  swan  song: 

In  the  public  interest  snd  for  the  welfare  of  both  races,  we 
believe  that  segregation  ordinances  along  the  lines  of  the  New  Orleans 
measure  and  designed  as  this  one  is  to  give  equal  protection  to  both 
races,  eventually  will  win  judicial  sanction,  just  as  the  long-embattled 
zoning  system  has  been  carried  to  victory  after  an  uphill  fight  against 
ancient  prejudices  and  precedents.  But  that  time,  it  appears,  is  not 
yet  come.” 

Involved  in  that  decision  were  only  two  major  ques¬ 
tions.  T.  he  one  was  as  to  the  relative  political  authority 
of  local.  State,  and  federal  governments.  Clearly  it  was 
not  a  question  as  to  the  nature  of  the  State  primarily, 
but  whether  the  local  political  State  unit  or  the  Federal 
Government  has  the  superior  power  under  our  national 
economy.  Has  the  State  the  right,  under  the  guise  of 
the  old  hoax  of  “State’s  rights,”  to  prostitute  its  legis¬ 
lative  powers  to  enact  class  legislation  such  as  denies  that 
class  those  very  rights  guaranteed  by,  and  as  a  basis  of, 
that  very  constitutional  agreement  by  which  the  several 
States  became  welded  into  the  Federal  Government  of 
which  that  class  are  citizens.?  Both  the  legitimate  and 
moral  evils  become  clear  when  such  legislation  is  directly 
in  the  interest  of  citizenship  and  manhood  repression. 
1  hat  the  local  State  does  not  have  that  right  was  em¬ 
phatically  declared  by  the  recent  decision  in  question. 
Once  again,  to  the  satisfaction  of  millions  of  American 
citizens,  black  and  white,  the  Federal  Government  has 
^  asserted  unequivocally  and  has  exhibited  specifically  its 
W  sovereignty  over  that  of  the  local  State.  The  voice  of 
the  Federal  Government  is  authoritative  intra-State. 

The  other  question  comprised  in  the  anti-segregation 
<locision  was  purely  one  of  the  personal  human  rights  of 
the  individual  and  the  group.  In  any  order  of  society 
that  pretends  to  be  human,  every  institution,  every  proc¬ 
ess,  every  ideal  set  up,  is  dissocial  and  should  be  out¬ 
lawed  if  its  effect  and  infiuence  be  to  impair  the  sense  of 
self-respect  and  to  handicap  the  legitimate  expressional 
life  of  the  individual  and  the  group.  Every  segregation 
ordinance  does  this  very  thing  as  they  have  been  aimed 
at  Negroes.  They  who  propose  such  laws  are  either  blind 
or  callous  to  this  fact.  However  much  or  in  whatever 
manner  they  endeavor  to  cloak  or  explain  it  away,  there 
IS  no  way  of  successfully  evading  the  fact  of  the  evil  pur¬ 
pose  and  repressive  effects  of  all  efforts  at  segregation. 

It  impairs,  does  violence  to  the  sense  of  self-respect  of 
the  segregated.  It  becomes  a  farce  when  the  segregation 
^  basis  is  color  instead  of  character.  Character  is  the  only 
allowable  basis  of  value  for  discrimination  in  civilized 
human  society. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  Southern  segregation  spirit  and  desperate  efforts  have 


been  bolstering  up  their  hopes  of  final  victory.  Under 
the  guise  of  “equality”  in  applying  the  segregation  ordi¬ 
nance  to  whites  and  Negroes  alike,  they  expected  to  in¬ 
veigle  the  great  United  States  Supreme  Court  to  approve 
their  folly.  But  that  court  knows  too  well  there  is  pos¬ 
sible  no  equality  of  treatment  in  these  Southern  segrega¬ 
tion  separatists.  Despite  the  gesture  set  up,  the  Negro, 
at  whom  the  legislation  is  avowedly  aimed,  is  the  suffering 
one,  as  in  the  school  appropriations,  the  public  convey¬ 
ances,  and  in  everything  else  under  a  dual  system  sus¬ 
tained  on  basis  of  color  rather  than  character. 

Another  stock  but  empty  argument  is  that  “Negro 
invasions  of  white  residential  districts  North  repeatedly 
have  provoked  riots  and  bloodshed.”  But  is  it  a  valid 
argument  against  a  legal  or  moral  right  that  its  exercise 
is  met  with  bloodshed  on  resistance  by  those  opposing.? 
By  no  means.  The  act  of  the  Boston  Tea  Party  was  so 
met.  So  was  the  effort  to  maintain  the  Union  met  at 
Fort  Sumter.  So  with  returned  Negro  soldiers  from 
European  battlefields  wearing  legitimately  their  country’s 
uniform  down  here  in  the  South.  These  were  met  with 
riot  and  bloodshed.  So  Jesus  Christ,  when  He  encountered 
popular  prejudices  by  His  invasions  a  few  centuries  ago, 
met  riot  and  bloodshed.  It  is  rather  argument  in  favor 
of  a  cause  when  it  encounters  opposition  of  those  who 
are  not  social  minded  or  inclined  to  social  justice.  For 
the  more  uncompromising  Right  becomes  and  the  more 
entrenched  evil  is  behind  its  prejudices  and  passions,  the 
more  likely  it  is  that  reform  and  rectitude  shall  encounter 
the  wicked  will  to  riot  and  bloodshed.  It  is  the  method 
of  the  wicked  to  resort  to  riot  and  bloodshed.  They 
trust  in  “horse  and  chariot,”  but  we  in  the  justice  of 
our  cause.  A  just  cause  never  lost  hold  on  the  public 
sense  of  right  and  fairness  or  was  ever  permanently 
thwarted  by  the  opposition’s  resort  to  riot  and  bloodshed. 

Because  there  has  been  developing  in  American  life 
a  trend  toward  a  more  liberal  rather  than  extra-legalistic 
interpretation  of  law  and  its  spirit,  it  is  acknowledged 
that  Southerners  hoped  the  supreme  court  of  the  nation 
would  avoid  strict  interpretation  of  the  law  of  the  land 
in  its  protective  intent  for  every  American  citizen.  Here 
also  they  have  been  foiled.  Justice  Holmes’  decision 
simply  ridiculed  them  out  of  court.  And  why  shouldn’t 
he  have  done  so.?  In  any  well-regulated  social  order  the 
benefit  of  any  liberalizing  judicial  trends  should  be  in¬ 
voked  in  the  interest  of,  rather  than  against,  those  who 
are  the  victims  of  handicaps  imposed  by  an  unjust  ele¬ 
ment  within  the  majority  group. 

And  so  the  decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  advises  the  South  that  the  time  is  not  yet  come 
for  giving  judicial  sanctions  to  these  senseless  schemes 
for  segregating  American  citizens  on  any  other  basis  than 
that  of  character.  The  Negro  will  accept  the  character 
qualification  as  a  basis  of  residential  restriction  any¬ 
where  on  the  habitable  globe.  While  Southerners  of  the 
Blease  type  will  set  about  feverishly  devising  other  sub¬ 
stitute  segregation  ordinances  to  defeat  the  ends  of  jus 
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tice  to  the  Negro,  it  will  be  difficult  for  them  to  perma¬ 
nently  succeed  in  the  attempt.  They  must  take  into  their 
account  the  aspirations  of  the  victims  of  their  well-meas¬ 
ured  oppression.  Because’  he  is  human  and  thinks,  and 
aspires,  and  works,  and  worships  a  God  who  is  not  con¬ 
ceived  by  us  in  racial  terms,  the  Negro  is  as  sure  to  win 
out  in  his  efforts  for  fair  human  treatment  as  that  the 
waters  from  our  continental  divide  rush  to  the  sea  in 
opposite  directions.  Coming  generations  of  Negroes  will 
make  this  fact  even  more  inevitable  and  evident.  It  was 
ten  times  as  easy  to  fool,  baffie,  cower,  and  oppress  the 
older  type  of  Negro  as  it  will  be  to  handle  the  new  Negro. 
Patenialism  and  pity  determined  former  relationships  be¬ 
tween  white  and  black  in  this  country ;  now  racial  respect 
and  mutual  co-operation  must  characterize  our  relation¬ 
ship.  Only  on  this  basis,  it  is  agreed  by  the  best  people 
of  all  races,  can  the  problem  of  living  together  be  solved 
satisfactorily  and  finally. 

As  to  the  political  issues  involved,  the  Negro’s  status 
has  been  irrevocably  fixed  by  the  organic  law  of  the  land, 
and  the  South  cannot  “unfix”  it.  All  that  is  being  done 
is  to  delay  the  tide  that  is  rapidly  rushing  toward  full 
realization.  The  attitude  of  the  nation  on  the  prohi¬ 
bition  amendment  makes  necessary  some  moral  expression 
on  the  other  constitutional  amendments  involving  the 
Negro’s  rights.  This  question  as  to  the  Negro’s  right 
to  live  where  he  desires  and  is  financially  able  to  purchase 
is  not  a  local  issue,  but  primarily  a  human  question,  of 
national  proportions.  And,  of  course,  the  nation  will  not 
give  judicial  sanctions  for  ignoring  the  fact  of  the  human 
values  involved  therein. 

Furthermore,  the  present  tenor  and  temper  of  mind 
in  the  world  to-day  is  putting  Christianity  squarely  on 
the  defensive.  Society  demands  that  Christianity  shall 
stress  more  acutely  ethical  conduct  in  all  human  contacts 
and  shall  be  more  explicit  and  assertive  in  the  aggressive 
conflict  for  human  rights.  Christianity  will  not  longer 
be  able  to  vindicate  its  preachment  as  a  heaven-fitting 
way  of  life  unless  it  satisfies  men  and  society  that  it  is 
a  justice-enthroning  factor  in  the  earthly  relationships 
of  the  diverse  groups  of  men  who  must  live  together  on 
earth  before  they  set  out  to  find  that  other  world. 

For  these  reasons  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  this 
nation  is  not  yet  ready  at  the  expense  of  its  peace,  its 
cultural  life,  its  growing  religious  outlook,  its  fundamental 
national  traditions  of  opportunity  and  justice,  its  moral 
leadership  in  world  life ;  we  do  not  believe  the  nation  is 
ready  to  sacrifice  now,  or  ever  will  risk,  its.  ideals  upon 
the  altar  of  color  segregation.  The  decision  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  proves  the  soul-stuff  of  the  nation. 

Negro  Methodist  Pastors 
Organize 

The  Methodist  pastors  of  Helena  and  vicinity,  com¬ 
posing  the  African  Methodist,  Colored  Methodist, 
and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  churches  of  Helena 
and  vicinity,  met  at  the  parsonage  of  Carter  Chapel 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  organized  a 
Methodist  Ministers’  Council,  with  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Pope, 
president ;  the  Rev.  S.  J.  Brown,  vice-president ;  the  Rev. 
J.  M.  Jones,  secretary ;  the  Rev.  W.  P.  Davis,  treasurer ; 
the  Rev.  M.  W.  Smith,  instructor. 

The  object  of  the  organization  was  stated  to  be  the 
better  understanding  and  a  closer  co-operation  among  the 


pastors  in  their  work;  to  better  encourage  their  mem¬ 
bership  in  civic  and  community  effort,  and  the  assisting 
each  other  in  raising  means  for  the  educational  work  of 
their  respective  churches.  Under  the  auspices  of  the 
churches  in  the  confederation.  Shorter  College,  North 
Little  Rock;  Philander  Smith  College,  Little  Rock,  and 
Haygood  College,  at  Moten*  near  Pine  Bluff,  are  main¬ 
tained.  These  schools  are  devoted  to  Christian  education 
of  the  members  of  their  race,  and  supported  primarily 
by  local  collections  from  the  membership. 

The  council  will  hold  their  meetings  each  Monday  at 
10  o’clock.  Union  services  will  be  held  each  Sunday 
afternoon,  beginning  the  first  Sunday  in  April,  rotating. 
The  Rev.  M.  C.  Davis  is  the  reporter  for  secular  press 
and  church  papers, — M.  C.  Davis,  Reporter. 

Centenary  Church,  Memphis, 
Holds  Revival 

SELDOM  has  a  greater  revival  been  witnessed  than 
that  recently  conducted  at  the  Centenary  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  of  which 
Dr.  E.  J.  Cox  is  pastor,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  M.  H.  Huff, 
of  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  For  three  weeks,  from  February 
6  to  27,  inclusive,  the  famous  evangelist  broke  the  bread 
of  life  to  eager  throngs  of  hungry  souls,  and  there  is 
abundant  evidence  of  a  great  outpouring  of  the  Spirit. 

Night  after  night,  with  unabated  zeal,  the  good  man 
dispensed  the  gospel  message  with  such  clarity  and  sim¬ 
plicity  that  the  learned  approvingly  appreciated  and  the 
unlettered  fully  understood,  to  the  spiritual  uplifting  of 
them  both. 

The  populace  responded  splendidly.  Many  there  are 
who  never  missed  a  single  night’s  service.  And  when  we 
consider  the  fact  that  it  takes  a  strong  motive  to  urge 
people  out  at  night  after  a  hard  day’s  work,  the  uni¬ 
formly  large  attendance  is  a  high  testimonial  of  and  a 
flattering  tribute  to  the  preacher’s  power  as  a  gospel 
messenger.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  whole  church 
has  been  reconsecrated  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  Dr.  Huff 
spoke  as  from  the  heart  to  the  heart.  He  unfolded  the 
Christianity  of  a  full  and  rich  experience  and  of  the  deep 
realities  of  life. 

Special  services  were  arranged  for  business  men,  for 
the  members  of  the  postal  service,  for  the  school  teachers, 
and  others.  For  each  group  the  great  evangelist  had 
an  appropriate  message,  and  the  hearts  of  all  were  thrilled 
as  groups  of  men,  women,  and  children  ci’owded  the  altar 
to  receive  the  hand  of  fellowship  from  the  herald  of  Christ. 

No  less  remarkable  was  the  spirit  of  good  will  and 
fellowship  that  was  manifested  by  the  several  churches 
of  other  denominations.  With  the  utmost  cheerfulness 
the  choirs  of  several  churches  relieved  the  strain  on  the 
choir  of  Centenary  Church — a  service  which  the  pastor 
and  congregation  wish  to  acknowledge  publicly  and  grate- 
fully. 

Memphis  will  long  remember  the  visit  of  Dr.  Huff, 
and  all  who  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  him  wish  for 
him  a  long  and  useful  career  in  the  good  work  to  which 
he  has  been  called. 

There  are  other  encouraging  features  of  the  work  at 
Centenary  Church.  During  the  past  two  years  the  churclv 
has  raised  more  than  $15,000  and  the  huge  church  debt 
has  been  reduced  to  $400.— P.  W.  Ivy,  Financial  Secre¬ 
tary. 
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Contributed  Editorial 

Crowding  Christ  Into  a  Uniform 

They  put  on  Him  a  general's  short  crimson  cloak. 

Matt.  27.  28. 


These  words,  in  Weymouth’s  translation  (First 
Edition)  of  the  section  of  the  Gospel  of  Matthew 
describing  the  scourging  of  Jesus,  add  a  very  sug¬ 
gestive  touch  to  the  narrative.  They  are  symbolic  of 
much  that  has  happened  in  Christian  history.  In  those 
tragic  hours  immediately  preceding  the  Crucifixion,  there 
were  many  cruel  indignities  heaped  upon  Jesus.  But  one 
of  the  crowning  indignities  was  dressing  Him  up  in  the 
cloak  of  a  Roman  general.  What  a  piece  of  irony  it  was, 
to  dress  the  Prince  of  Peace  in  the  trappings  of  a  War 
Lord !  This  indignity  was  committed  by  Jesus’  enemies — 
if  those  who  had  no  understanding  of  Him  at  all  could  be 
called  His  enemies.  But  the  same  indignity  has  been  often 
forced  upon  Jesus  by  His  friends  and  adherents,  and  that 
wrong  is  still  being  done  Him. 

All  through  the  centuries  Christ  has  been  crowded 
into  a  general  s  uniform.  Each  age  has  made  violent 
wrenchings  and  distortions  of  Jesus  to  make  Him  fit  the 
war-lust  of  men  and  the  interests  of  militarism.  In 
Pilate  s  day,  Jesus  was  put  into  the  scarlet  cloak  of  a 
Roman  general.  Men  no  longer  use  scarlet  for  war.  To- 
day  the  color  is  khaki,  and  Christ  has  been  crowded  into 
a  khaki  uniform  again  and  again.  During  the  war  there 
was  much  loud  talk  about  “Christ  in  khaki”  and  He  has 
been  made  the  supporter  and  inciter  of  war.  Christ  can¬ 
not 'aoe  put  into  khaki.  We  may  dress  up  a  mechanical 
figure  and  put  the  sentiments  of  angry  men  into  his 
mouth,  but  it  is  not  Jesus.  Dean  Inge  in  very  vivid 
words  has  described  how  this  process  has  hidden  the  real 
Christ :  “Institutional  religion  does  not  represent  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  but  the  opinions  of  a  mass  of  nominal 
Christians.  It  cannot  be  expected  to  do  more  than  look 
after  its  own  interests  and  reflect  the  ideas  of  its  sup¬ 
porters.  The  real  Gospel,  if  it  were  accepted,  would  pull 
up  by  the  roots,  not  only  militarism,  but  its  analogue  in 
civil  life,  the  desire  to  exploit  other  people  for  private 
gain.  But  it  is  not  accepted.” 

But  that  is  not  the  only  uniform  which  has  been  fitted 
upon  Christ.  He  has  been  dressed  up  in  ecclesiastical 
regalia,  smothered  with  vestments  of  church  officialism. 
I  he  Living  Jesus,  the  Divine  Christ,  has  been  lost  again 
and  again  in  the  uniform  of  the  ecclesiastical  prince,  the 
priest,  the  monk,  the  bishop,  or  any  other  conventional 
figure  of  religion.  He  has  been  interpreted  as  the  spokes¬ 
man  for  the  interests  of  an  intrenched  system.  By  a 
crowning  irony  He  has  been  so  distorted  that  he  has  been 
made  to  stand  for  the  very  evils  of  loveless,  petrified 
officialism,  against  which  He  contended  all  His  life  and 
which  finally  did  Him  to  death. 

We  are  witnessing  in  our  own  day  the  curious  process 
of  dressing  up  Jesus  into  a  new  uniform.  Naturally,  it 
IS  the  characteristic  uniform  of  our  time — the  business 
suit.  Jesus  has  been  dressed  up  in  a  sack  suit  and  in¬ 
terpreted  as  the  founder  of  much  that  the  business  mind 
glorifies  in  our  time.  He  has  been  pictured  as  the  “go- 
getter,”  the  “high-powered  executive” — a  fine  man  for 
president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  This  outfitting 
of  Jesus  in  a  new  uniform  has  been  done  with  unconscious 
perfection  by  Bruce  Barton  in  his  chapters  on  Jesus, 
the  world’s  greatest  executive  and  the  founder  of  modern 


business.  But  all  such  interpretations,  even  though  in¬ 
tended  as  honor,  are  only  another  indignity  to  the  real 
Jesus. 

This  coming  week  we  shall  observe  Passion  Week.  We 
will  take  into  our  hearts  and  imaginations  once  more 
the  pictures  of  the  violence  done  to  Jesus.  Let  us  re¬ 
member  this  continued  violence  of  dressing  the  world’s 
Redeemer  into  short,  ill-fitting  clothes  of  man’s  making. 
There  is  no  ne^d  in  the  world  greater  than  to  strip  away 
from  the  regal  figure  of  Jesus  everything  that  is  foreign 
to  Him  and  let  His  grace  and  truth  stand  out  unhindered 
and  undisguised ! 

Shall  the  Arms  Embargo  in  Mexico 
Be  Lifted? 

HE  announcement  by  the  State  Department  of  the 
intended  termination  of  the  anti-smuggling  treaty 
with  Mexico  inevitably  arouses  the  suspicion  and 
fear  that  that  action  is  a  step  toward  raising  the  em¬ 
bargo  on  arms  shipment  into  Mexico.  The  lack  of  can¬ 
dor  on  the  part  of  the  State  Department  in  recent 
months  has  made  it  impossible  that  such  suspicions  should 
be  avoided.  There  is  already  pouring  in  upon  the  State 
Department  and  the  President  a  large  volume  of  protest 
from  hosts  of  citizens  and  organizations.  Such  protests 
should  be  multiplied  until  they  reach  a  volume  that  cannot 
be  disregarded.  For  the  termination  of  that  treaty,  the 
State  Department  has  given  no  convincing  reason  what- 
eve". . 

To  terminate  the  anti-smuggling  treaty  will  have  a  bad 
effect  in  itself.  It  looks  like  an  invitation  to  Mexican 
revolutionists  to  begin  fighting.  ‘  The  sinister  interests  in 
this  country  which  would  be  glad  to  finance  and  arm  a 
revolution  in  Mexico  may  well  regard  this  action  as  a  tip 
to  stir  up  a  revolution. 

To  raise  the  arms  embargo  would  be  a  deliberately 
hostile  act  provoking  civil  war  and  eventually  causing 
intervention.  There  are  active  forces  in  the  country 
which  desire  the  overthrow  of  the  present  Mexican  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  setting  up  a  government  which  will  be  a 
mere  creature  of  the  United  States.  To  gain  this  end, 
they  would  be  willing  to  stir  up  the  horrors  of  civil  war 
in  Mexico  and  the  sacrifice  of  American  lives  in  inter¬ 
vention.  Against  this  policy  the  conscience  and  true 
patriotic  spirit  of  the  mass  of  the  people  must  and  will 
protest.  But  the  protest  must  be  swift  and  strong. 

No  President  has  made  more  high  and  pretentious  in¬ 
dorsements  of  arbitration  and  international  friendliness 
than  has  President  Coolidge.  Did  he  mean  what  he 
said.f*  That  question  will  be  answered  by  his  action  on 
raising  the  arms  embargo,  for  such  an  act  cannot  in  any 
way  be  made  to  fit  pleas  for  arbitration  and  good  will. 

During  the  tense  days  in  the  situation  with  Mexico  last 
January,  the  government  received  an  avalanche  of  vig¬ 
orous  opinion  from  all  parts  of  the  country  protesting 
against  warlike  steps  and  urging  arbitration.  Tense 
days  have  come  again.  As  predicted,  the  forces  desiring 
intervention  in  Mexico  have  laid  low  till  Congress  ad¬ 
journed  with  the  Borah  resolution  smothered.  There 
must  be  another  protest  against  the  lifting  of  the  arms 
embargo  which  shall  make  it  evident  that  the  people  can¬ 
not  be  deceived  or  coerced  and  will  not  allow  the  coun¬ 
try  to  be  manoeuvered  into  intervention  and  war.  L. 
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— r/n  American  Colony  Pholographert 


VISTA  OF  JERUSALEM  FROM  THE  MOUNT  OF  OLIVES 


The  Preaching  of  the  Cross 


A  Passion  Week  Meditation 


By  W.  M.  Clow,  D.D. 

Principal  United  Free  Church  College,  Glasgow 


jO  PREACH  Christ”  is  the  all-embracing  task  of 
the  minister,  but  there  may  be  diverse  inter¬ 
pretations  of  its  meaning.  Even  a  passing 
acquaintance  with  the  preaching  of  to-day  will  disclose 
how  varied  and  how  dissimilar  are  the  messages  of  men 
who  all  claim  to  be  preaching  Jesus  Christ.  Every  man’s 
distinctive  message  is  based  upon  his  conception  of  Christ. 
There  are,  it  may  be.  allowed,  five  portraits  of  Christ  to 
be  discerned  within  the  New  Testament  Scriptures. 


Five  Portraits  of  Christ 

There  is  that  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus  of  Naz¬ 
areth,  with  His  words  of  grace  and  deeds  of  mercy,  who 
went  about  doing. good,  as  depicted  throughout  the  Syn¬ 
optic  Gospels.  There  is  the  risen  Christ,  who  haunts  the 
little  companies  of  believers,  and  visits  them  in  their  hours 
of  need,  as  is  affirmed  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  There 
is  the  Christ,  the  Lord,  whose  divine  glory,  as  it  shone 
through  every  deed  of  His  human  life,  smote  His  disciples 
into  adoring  reverence,  so  that  the  confession,  “My  Lord, 
and  My  God,”  set  their  faith  in  its  fitting  appeal.  That 
is  the  Christ  who  is  seen  in  the  Gospel  of  John. 


Tkere  is  the  Christ  of  experience,  who  is  the  in¬ 
dwelling  Spirit  of  the  believer,  whose  earthly  life  in  the 
broad  record  of  the  Gospels  does  not  match  the  spiritual 
splendor  of  the  Holy  One  revealed  to  the  soul.  That  is 
the  Christ  of  whom  we  are  assured  in  the  Epistles.  And 
there  is  the  ascended  Christ,  the  Lord  of  Glory,  the  High 
Priest  within  the  veil,  and  the  Lamb  upon  the  throne, 
awaiting  the  triumph  of  the  end.  This  is  the  Christ  who 
is  presented  in  the  glowing  sentences  of  the  writer  to  the 
Hebrews,  and  in  the  visions  of  the  book  of  Revelation. 

These  all  preach  Christ,  and  we  do  not  preach  Christ 
fully  unless  we  also  see  Him  and  proclaim  Him  as  they 
did.  Of  these  five  portraits  each  has  its  own  revelation, 
and  its  own  value,  and  we  need  them  all.  The  last  is  the 
most  revealing,  the  most  interpretative,  the  most  complete. 


The  Complete  Portrait  of  Christ 

Now  every  portrait  can  be  fully  seen  and  adequately  ^ 
appraised  only  from  one  standpoint.  We  must  take  up 
our  place  where  the  light  falls  fairly  upon  the  face.  Then 
every  line  can  be  seen,  and  even  the  shadows  will  tell  their 
story.  We  can  enter  into  the  painter’s  perception  of  the 
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man,  and  understand  what  lies  behind  the  portrayal  of 
the  face.  Where  shall  we  stand  so  as  to  see  Christ  and 
be  able  to  preach  Him  in  all  the  fullness  of  His  grace 
and  truth?  Not  beside  His  cradle  in  Bethlehem,  where 
He  lay,  incarnate,  as  a  babe.  Those  who  stand  there  have 
usually  been  entranced  by  the  virgin  grace  of  Mary.  Not 
by  the  seashore  at  Capernaum.  Then  we  are  held  by  the 
Master  of  the  parables.  Not  within  the  upper  room. 
There  we  see  Him  who  stooped  in  His  love  and  service  to 
wash  His  disciples’  feet.  In  truth  we  do  need,  at  times, 
to  so  see  Jesus.  But  we  must  not  forget  that  He  did  a 
greater  and  more  revealing  deed  than  wash  men’s  feet. 
Not  on  the  way  to  Damascus,  the  while  that  we  see  what 
is  hidden  from  all  others,  and  hear  a  voice  no  one  else  can 
understand.  Not  even  in  the  company  of  believers  gath¬ 
ered  for  prayer  and  conference,  with  desire  and  expect¬ 
ancy  for  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit.  Each  of  these  stand¬ 
points  has  its  own  vision  of  Christ.  But  there  is  only 
one  place  from  which  we  can  see  Christ  in  the  fullness  of 
His  person  and  of  His  work.  That  is  at  the  cross.  The 
man  who  has  taken  his  stand  at  the  cross  will  preach 
Jesus  Christ,  and  as  he  preaches  the  cross,  the  whole  round 
of  the  personality  and  the  life  and  the  message,  and  the 
supreme  sacrifice  of  the  Lord,  will  be  proclaimed. 

The  Preaching  of  the  Cross  in  History 

This  claim  that  the  Christian  preacher  can  preach 
Christ  in  the  fullness  of  His  grace  and  power  only  when 
he  stands  to  look  on  Him  in  the  light  of  the  cross  is  open 
to  convincing  proof.  To  begin  with,  the  cross  is  central 
in  the  Christian  revelation  of  God  and  of  His  purpose 
for  men.  That  purpose  is  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  on  earth.  That  kingdom  is  not  to  come  through 
a  revelation  in  nature,  or  in  law,  or  even  in  the  disclosure 
of  the  righteousness  of  God. 

It  is  only  in  the  cross  that  that  revelation  reaches 
its  completion.  It  is  only  as  the  Redeemer  that  God’s 
final  glory  is  seen.  In  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ  the  whole 
truth  of  God’s  purpose  and  desire,  of  His  love  and  pity, 
of  His  grace  and  forgiveness,  is 
expressed. 

The  witness  of  the  Gospels 
is  even  more  clear  and  decisive 
as  to  the  pre-eminence  and  all- 
embracing  power  of  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  cross.  The  Gospels 
are  not  dealt  with  fairly  if  we 
regard  them  only  as  a  historic 
presentation  of  a  divine  Per¬ 
sonality  revealing  God’s  will,  and 
fulfilling  His  commandments 
with  a  flawless  sanctity. 

We  feel  the  absorbing  ten¬ 
derness  with  which  the  evangel¬ 
ists  describe  His  love  and  sor¬ 
row  for  the  disciples,  and  His 
compassion  for  the  castaway 
and  lost,  and  we  understand  the 
hushing  of  their  voices  when  they 
refer  to  His  agony  in  the  garden 
and  His  anguish  on  the  cross, 
as  the  unique  proof  of  their  af¬ 
firmations.  But  finally  there 
stands  out  in  awful  light  the 
final  act  of  His  dying,  in  which 
the  cross  is  set  as  His  most  sig¬ 
nificant  choice.  His  consum¬ 


mating  purpose,  and  the  supreme  necessity  of  His  love 
for  men.  Take  the  cross  out  of  the  New  Testament  and 
it  will  still  rank  with  the  other  broken  records  of  God- 
thirsty  souls.  Close  any  estimate  of  Christ  with  the  story 
of  the  week  before  the  cross — as  is  done  by  the  author 
of  “Ecce  Homo,**  and  some  jnodern  expositors  who  follow 
in  his  steps — and  we  may  still  see  the  face  of  One  whose 
feet  never  faltered  in  the  ways  of  truth  and  peace,  but 
whose  supreme  witness  and  triumph  hour  were  never  at¬ 
tained.  How  can  any  man  think  it  possible  to  preach 
Christ  without  preaching  the  cross? 

The  age-long  witness  of  Christian  experience  demon¬ 
strates  the  necessity  and  power  of  the  preaching  of  the 
cross.  When  experience  can  appeal  to  the  evidence,  not 
only  of  vast  multitudes,  and  of  their  changed  lives,  but 
to  the  men  and  women  of  every  age,  it  is  not  longer 
merely  subjective,  and  it  is  not  individual. 

When  we  recall  the  broad  line  of  this  testimony  of 
Christian  experience,  and  realize  its  unanimity,  and  the 
strength  and  power  of  its  certainty ;  when  we  examine  it 
from  the  day  when  the  rarely  sensitive  souls  of  Christ’s 
early  disciples  looked  at  the  cross,  and  its  message  flashed 
upon  them,  to  that  of  the  lost  man,  whose  sins  have  taken 
hold  upon  him  to  his  shame  and  despair,  until  he  has  ac¬ 
cepted  God’s  forgiveness  through  Christ,  and  gone  forth 
to  a  changed  life,  we  shall  become  assured  of  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  Paul’s  declaration,  “I  delivered  unto  you  first  of 
all  that  which  I  also  received,  how  that  Christ  died  for 
our  sins  according  to  the  Scriptures.”  Law  and 
prophecy  unite  with  the  gospel  to  explain  the  experience 
of  the  redemption  of  Christ  through  His  cross. 

The  Witness  of  To-day’s  Experience 

The  evidence  never  ceases.  In  one  aspect  the  witness 
of  present-day  experience  is  more  cogent  than  that  of  the 
apostles,  even  although  the  Christian  church  is  the  richly 
inscribed  monument  of  their  deliverance  from  the  guilt 
and  bondage  of  sin  and  of  their  reconciliation  to  God. 
But  if  men  were  no  longer  smitten  with  shame  by  Christ’s 


-Thf  . I iTif n'rnn  Colony  Photographers 

THE  VIA  DOLOROSA 


cross,  II  they  did  not  stand  be 
low  it  and  see  God  reconciling  th< 
world  unto  Himself,  if  they  m 
longer  received  forgivenes! 
through  Christ’s  death,  no  im 
passioned  word  of  John  or  oi 
Paul,  no  testimony  of  any  apos 
[tie  or  historian,  no  pathetic  ap 
neal  of  the  author  to  the  He¬ 
brews,  would  maintain  the 
^credibility  of  the  power  of  th< 
cross  for  an  hour. 

That  is  the  experience  of  to¬ 
day.  One  hopeless  man  who  has 
made  his  bed  in  hell  finds  the 
furies  of  vengeance  haunting 
liim  in  the  torture  of  his  flesh, 
At  the  cross  he  finds  himself  en- 
jdiied  with  a  great  freedom,  and 
begins  to  walk  in  newness  of  life, 
Another,  who  has  paid  heed  to 
the  counsels  of  the  wise,  has  kept 
his  life  clean  from  gross  and  will- 
tjful  disobediences,  and  observed 
the  customs  of  the  faith  with  dili¬ 
gence  and  decorum.  But  the 
[cross  has  not  been  the  focus  of 
|ihis  faith.  In  that  hour  when  he 
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awakes  to  the  poverty  of  the  dull  and  tepid  and  feeble 
loyalty  of  his  devotion,  because  he  sees  the  love  and  grace 
of  God  redeeming  him  in  the  cross,  the  thrill  of  a  dynamic 
faith  passes  through  him,  and  he  finds  that  all  things  in 
life  and  death  have  been  made  new.  Another,  young  and 
unstained,  has  been  led  into  the  fold  of  the  good  Shepherd 
by  hearing  the  call  of  His  voice.  There  comes  a  day  when 
the  high  seriousness  of  life  dawns  upon  him,  the  strength 
of  keen  temptation  assails  him,  and  the  splendid  height 
of  the  moral  and  spiritual  demands  of  Christ  are  dis¬ 
closed,  and  he  realizes  that  the  simple  trust  of  his  unles¬ 
soned  days  no  longer  meets  his  need.  Then  he  turns  to 
the  cross,  to  find  himself  brought  into  a  new  realm  of 
knowledge,  both  of  his  own  need  and  God’s  infinite  good¬ 
ness,  and  lie  makes  that  new  covenant  which  begins  in  a 
fresh  forgiveness,  and  passes  on  to  a  closer  and  morf 
mystic  communion  with  his  Redeemer. 

The  Cross  and  Life’s  Mystery 

In  all  that  has  been  written  we  have  been  thinking  of 
the  inward  experience  and  the  revelation  made  to  the 
soul.  But  that  hour  in  which  a  man  sees  the  wonder  and 
the  glory  of  the  cross  is  succeeded  by  others  in  which 
its  power  is  even  more  presently  felt.  As  we  grow  older 
life  becomes  more  full  of  mystery.  There  are  strange 


happenings,  embittering  limitations,  heavy  burdens, 
straining  trials,  fierce  temptations.  Poverty,  disappoint- 
ment  in  pure  and  simple  hopes,  loneliness  as  our  need  of 
and  craving  for  fellowship  grow  the  greater,  humbling 
mortifications,  and  again  some  abasing  shame  cast  upon 
us  by  others,  make  life  a  stern  and  somber  pilgrimage. 
Then,  as  it  often  happens,  faith  falters  and  fails.  Men 
and  women  grow  bitter  and  hopeless,  and  desert  the  place 
of  worship  and  the  time  of  prayer.  Where  in  Ihe  world 
is  there  healing  for  such  a  sickness  of  heart  and  refusal 
of  will  ?  It  is  found  only  where  men  can  behold  the  Christ 
of  the  cross.  They  hear  the  voice  that  speaks  from  it; 
“The  disciple  is  not  above  his  Master.”  “It  is  enough 
for  the  disciple  that  he  be  as  his  Lord.”  In  the  cross 
they  find  not  simply  the  explanation  and  interpretation 
of  their  hard,  strange  lives.  In  the  cross  they  receive 
not  only  the  wonderful  renerving  assurance  that  they  are 
walking  in  the  way  that  the  Master  went.  They  find  the 
revelation  of  the  mind  and  will  and  love  and  purpose  of 
God,  and  the  cross  of  Christ  becomes  their  law  and  their 
motive  and  the  source  of  that  noble  passion  which 
quenches  every  mean  desire.  A  new  peace  is  given  to  their 
hearts,  a  new  strength  to  their  will,  a  new  wdsdom  to  all 
they  say  and  do.  They  become  “more  than  conquerors  A 
through  Him  that  loved  them.”  " 


Increasing  Church  Membership 

A  Symposium  on  Methods  Which  Have  Proved  Most  Successful 


“A  HUMAN  CHURCH  WITH  A  DIVINE  PROGRAM 

BY  LOUIS  C.  WRIGHT 

Pastor  Epworth-Euclid  Church,  Cleveland,  Ohio 


During  the  last  six  years  a  few  more  than  one  thou¬ 
sand  new  members  have  been  received  into  the  Epworth- 
Euclid  Methodist  Church.  This  addition  of  members  has 
taken  place  in  the  old  Epworth  Memorial  Church  build¬ 
ing,  which  has  been  for  some  years  outside  even  the  edge 
of  the  territory  in  which  the  members  and  constituency 
live.  People  have  not,  therefore,  simply  drifted  into  its 
fellowship,  nor  have  there  been  large  numbers  of  children 
from  the  Sunday  school.  A  church  of  this  type  is  not 
blessed  with  a  throng  of  children. 

How,  then.?  Our  motto  is,  “A  Human  Church  With 
a  Divine  Program.”  We  seek  to  fulfill  that  ideal.  It  is 
the  aim  to  make  preaching,  teaching,  music,  fellowship, 
and  organizations  point  towards  the  production  of  Chris¬ 
tian  living.  We  discourage  cheap  methods  and  sensa¬ 
tional  schemes.  Through  twenty-four  units  with  leaders 
we  do  effective  personal  work  all  the  time  and  build  up 
a  definite  prospect  list  for  the  season  before  Easter.  Gen¬ 
uine  reverence  in  all  worship  and  the  persistent  preach¬ 
ing  and  teaching  of  the  superior  values  of  concrete  reli¬ 
gion  seems  to  bring  people  within  reach.  The  atmosphere 
of  every  Sunday  and  church  night  is  such  that  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life  is  at  once  an  attraction  and  a  challenge.  It  is 
the  purpose  of  every  church  to  make  Christians  desire 
to  become  more  Christlike  and  other  participants  to  be¬ 
come  Christian. 

It  is  just  ordinary  church  work  done  well  and  with  a 
fair  degree  of  Christian  consecration. 

A  WORKING  PROGRAM 

BY  RICHARD  M.  MILLARD 

Pastor  First  Methodist  Episcop^  Church,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

That  which  we  have  not  accomplished  so  staggers  us 
that  to  tell  the  story  of  what  we  have  done  and  methods 
used  is  difficult. 


Our  people  are  usually  won  through  the  application 
of  the  principle  of  evangelism  in  some  one,  or  more,  of  its 
many  forms.  However,  we  major  on  the  following 
methods : 

Periods  preceding,  and  climaxing,  on  special  days  and 
anniversaries  are  of  superlative  value.  “The  Easter 
Class,”  “The  New  Year’s  Class,”  etc.,  of  a  given  year 
offers  opportunity  to  focus  interest  and  effort  on  a  given 
period  of  evangelism  and,  at  the  same  time,  remove  the 
curse  of  indefiniteness.  One  hundred  and  ten  members 
were  recently  received  into  our  church  on  an  Anniversary 
Sunday  as  a  result  of  this  method. 

Our  slogan  is,  “Every  man  a  job,  and  a  real  job  for 
every  man.”  We  have  a  large  number  of  organizations  in 
our  church  (none  duplicating)  and  almost  limitless  ac¬ 
tivities  and  varied  programs,  in  order,  in  part,  to  place 
responsibility  on  more  people.  For  instance,  one  of  our 
popular  musical  organizations  is  the  large  vested  junior 
chorus.  On  more  than  one  occasion  members  from  this 
group,  having  learned  through  work  and  responsibility 
to  love  the  church  and  Christ,  have  left  the  choir  and  come 
with  others  to  the  altar  of  the  church  for  membership. 
To  do  is  to  understand,  and  to  understand  is  to  accept. 

The  annual  “Win-My-Chum”  movement  is  illustrative 
of  a  principle  which  we  attempt  to  apply  to  all  natural 
groups  such  as  boys,  girls,  men,  women,  etc.  In  appeal¬ 
ing  to  the  group  “an  evangelistic  banquet”  is  used  with 
success  as  a  place  for  definite  appeal  and  the  immediate 
acceptance  of  Christ.  I  have  never  given  such  an  appeal 
without  gratifying  results.  We  also  have  “over-night” 
and  “week-end”  hikes  into  the  mountains  for  the  same 
purpose,  with  good  results. 

We  organize,  and  proceed,  on  the  basis  that  every  or¬ 
ganization  within  the  cliurch  has  at  least  a  twofold  pur¬ 
pose.  First,  its  own  immediate  program ;  second,  the 
definite  work  of  using  its  own  members  to  win  its  own 
constituency  to  Christ  and  the  church.  The  work  of  the 
missionary  society  or  any  other  society  is  not  complete 
when  it  has  sent  a  certain  amount  of  money  to  the  mis- 
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sion  fields.  That  same  society  has  an  evangelistic  obli- 
gation  in  its  own  community.  Our  Methodist  Brother- 
hood  and  Ladies’  Aid  Society  have  been  unusually  active 
in  this  type  of  work. 

The  two  largest  classes  which  I  have  received  into  the 
church  during  the  last  three  years  number  267  and  286, 
respectively,  and  were  won  through  personal,  seasonal, 
and  group  evangelism  combined — what  might  be  termed 
synthetic  evangelism.”  At  present  we  have  three  groups 
of  workers,  men  and  women  and  young  people,  who  meet 
weekly  to  receive  assignments  from  the  constituency  and 
to  make  reports  on  work  accomplished.  We  endorse  mass 
and  all  other  types  of  sane  evangelism  which  is  effective, 
but  for  our  own  work  in  a  downtown  church,  with  a 
widely  scattered  membership,  we  have  found  the  above 
mentioned  methods  best  suited  to  our  work. 


ON  OUR  OWN  POWER 

BY  ERNEST  A.  MILLER 

Pastor  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Manchester,  N,  H, 

In  our  church  we  concluded  that  for  our  evangelistic 
work  we  should  run  on  our  own  power.  It  is  always  wise 
to  use  resources  permanently  available.  An  outside- 
starter  is  likely  to  be  an  outside-stopper ;  that  is,  bring 
in  a  professional  evangelist  to  get  things  going  and  in¬ 
terest  is  quite  certain  to  depart  with  him. 

Before  our  revival  meeting  I  called  out  twenty  as¬ 
sistant  pastors.  These  were  selected  geographically. 
Each  worked  his  own  district.  Lists  of  members  and 
constituents  were  given  to  these  assistant  pastors.  They 
were  to  call  upon  them,  write  them,  phone  them,  call  for 
them,  distribute  calendars  and  invitations,  greet  them  at 
the  church,  send  others  after  them,  and  do  whatsoever  they 
could  to  develop  interest.  The  assistant  pastors  reported 
to  me  from  time  to  time.  They  added  names  to  their  lists 
as  they  found  new  folks.  They  exchanged  lists  for  the 
sake  of  re-enforcement  and  fresh  interest.  This  system 
worked  well.  It  is  just  a  variation  of  the  unit  system. 

Folks  are  intensely  human  in  appreciating  individual 
notice.  A  nightly  register  of  attendants  upon  the  serv¬ 
ices  was  kept.  This  register  was  kept  in  the  vestibule, 
and  each  one  signed  as  he  entered.  The  small  act  of  sign¬ 
ing  one’s  name  seems  to  give  one  a  feeling  of  being  a  part 
of  the  service.  Further,  the  names  and  addresses  of 
strangers  and  newcomers  were  gotten  automatically  by 
means  of  this  register. 

Human  quality  was  brought  out  also  in  the  matter  of 
awards  for  faithful  attendance.  Because  of  the  Scrip¬ 
ture-reading  campaign  which  was  on  for  the  months  of 
January  and  February — Luke  for  January  and  Acts  for 
February — I  gave  these  booklets  as  rewards,  one  for  each 
week.  On  the  front  of  each  I  wrote  a  personal  saluta¬ 
tion.  The  cost  was  negligible. 

The  question  which  taxes  a  minister’s  ingenuity  and 
lays  a  burden  upon  his  spirit  above  all  other  questions 
of  method  is  how  to  secure  the  decisions.  It  is  delicate 
business ;  it  is  business  requiring  the  sagacity  and  tact  of 
an  angel.  Sometimes  I  think  no  mere  human  being  should 
ever  attempt  it.  Think  of  how  souls  have  been  wounded, 
trampled  on,  misjudged,  exposed,  killed,  in  some  of  the 
old-fashioned  revivals !  Children  grouped  with  deep-dyed 
sinners,  sensitive  spirits  berated,  irrational  discrimina¬ 
tions  made !  No  wonder  such  meetings  had  violent  and 
pathetic  reactions ! 

To  secure  decisions,  I  asked  those  who  wished  to  de¬ 
clare  for  the  Godlife  to  come  forward,  be  baptized,  and 
unite  with  the  church  then  and  there.  Our  disciplinary 
questions  are  rather  searching  when  properly  used.  They 
mean  the  most  possible  when  used  at  this  strategic  time 
of  decision.  It  seems  to  me  that  affiliation  with  the  church 
should  be  coincident  with  inward  decision.  When  one  de¬ 
cides  for  God  he  decides  for  His  program.  The  sacra¬ 


ments  and  the  church  are  an  integral  part  of  that  pro¬ 
gram.  I  know  the  custom  has  been  to  receive  the  con¬ 
verts  into  the  church  the  last  Sunday  of  the  revival.  But 
why  wait?  Confirm  and  clinch  the  decision  in  the  strong¬ 
est  way  possible  when  it  is  made.  It  may  be  impossible 
for  some  of  the  converts  to  come  the  last  Sunday.  In 
our  case  on  the  last  Sunday,  New  England  was  having  one 
of  the  severest  storms  of  the  winter.  Some  could  not  get 
through  the  drifts,  nevertheless  already  they  had  com¬ 
mitted  themselves  body  and  soul  to  the  church. 

The  messages  were  very  simple  and  brief.  Services 
did  not  last  more  than  an  hour.  High-school  students 
came  knowing  they  would  be  dismissed  in  time  to  get  their 
studies.  Workmen  who  had  to  get  up  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  could  1^  sure  of  getting  to  bed  early.  The  thesis 
of  the  meetings  was  the  fullness  of  the  Christian  life. 

You  might  say  our  meeting  was  not  such  a  big  success. 
Perhaps  not.  We  had  good  attendance  every  night.  We 
received  thirty-nine  into  the  church  during  the  two  weeks 
of  our  mission.  We  received  fifty  during  the  month  of 
January.  They  still  come.  Sunday  attendance  and  in¬ 
terest  have  been  greatly  quickened.  Our  gains  were  clear- 
cut  and  solid.  Whole  families  came.  We  have  a  large 
weekly  praise  and  study  meeting  now.  We  had  none  be¬ 
fore. 

UNITED  EFFORT 

BY  D.  STANLEY  COORS 

First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 

When  the  passion  for  souls  bums  in  the  heart  of  the 
pastor  it  isn’t  long  until  some  of  the  laymen  become  in¬ 
oculated  with  the  spirit  of  evangelism.  When  I  have 
been  most  serious  and  earnest  about  this  kind  of  King¬ 
dom  business  my  church  has  warmed  up  in  spiritual  in¬ 
terest  and  zeal. 

Two  methods  of  evangelism  have  commended  them¬ 
selves  to  me  above  all  others  so  far  as  making  my  own 
pastorate  fruitful. 

1.  Personal  evangelism  by  the  pastor. 

The  so-called  “hand-picked”  method  appeals  to  me 
increasingly.  I  like  to  come  to  grips  with  a  man  who  is 
thoroughly  honest  and  perfectly  frank  in  conversation 
concerning  his  life  and  the  claims  of  Christ  and  the  church. 
For  a  long  time  I  shrank  from  this  direct  man-to-man 
challenge.  But  I  find  that  to  face  a  man  squarely  in  the 
interest  of  his  own  soul  and  to  win  his  decision  to  the 
Christian  life  in  the  privacy  of  home  or  office  makes  for 
stability  and  permanence  in  the  maintaining  of  his  Chris¬ 
tian  profession.  Such  a  method  surely  puts  one  on  his 
mettle,  but  no  thrill  is  comparable  to  that  experienced 
in  the  victory  won  in  such  an  engagement. 

2.  Personal  evangelism  by  the  pastor  and  the  congre¬ 
gation. 

(1)  I  begin  with  myself.  From  time  to  time  I  read 
such  books  as  Goodell’s  “Heralds  of  a  Passion,”  or  Mc¬ 
Dowell’s  “Good  Ministers  of  Jesus  Christ.”  These  and 
similar  books  inspire  one  to  his  supreme  task  as  a  min¬ 
ister.  They  help  to  maintain  the  spiritual  glow  and 
prompt  to  evangelistic  effort. 

(2)  I  seek  for  laymen,  small  though  the  group  may 
be,  who  will  join  me  in  the  holy  task  of  winning  people 
to  the  Christ. 

(3)  After  selection  of  such  a  group  I  spend  a  few 
weeks  in  studying  some  good  material  on  methods  of  per¬ 
sonal  evangelism,  such  as  Guy  Black’s  pamphlets. 

(4)  I  meantime  compile  a  live  and  accurate  constit¬ 
uency  list  as  prospects. 

(6)  Definite  dates  are  set  for  an  intensive  campaign, 
preferably  climaxing  at  Christmas  or  Easter. 

(6)  Keep  the  whole  atmosphere  of  the  church  prayer¬ 
ful,  purposeful,  and  expectant. 

(7)  A  sincere,  sustained,  systematic  personal  evan¬ 
gelism  is  far  more  fruitful  than  a  spasmodic  revival. 
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FROM  EASTER  TO  EASTER 

BY  W.  E.  HAMMAKEB 

Pattor  Trinity  Methodut  Epitcopal  Church,  Youngstown,  Ohio 

To  give  a  glimpse  of  “Our  Most  Fruitful  Method  in 
Winning  People  to  the  Church,”  I  must  sketch  in  the 
background.  Some  preachers  live  from  Conference  *to 
Conference ;  some  from  Christmas  to  Christmas ;  some 
from  vacation  to  vacation.  For  myself,  I  live  from  Easter 
to  Easter. 

The  reason  for  this  lies  in  the  fact  that  on  that  day 
I  have  for  many  years  had  the  joy  of  seeing  about  two 
hundred  people  crowded  about  the  altar  of  Christ  as  an 
indication  of  their  purpose  to  be  united  in  the  bonds  of 
His  fellowship  in  the  church  militant. 

This  joyous  experience  has  come,  each  year,  out  of 
unremitting  toil.  For  at  least  two  months  preceding 
Easter  I  spend  not  less  than  six  hours  a  day  in  personal 
interviews  with  those  whose  names  have  been  on  my  “pros¬ 
pect  list,”  and  whose  lives  have  been  upon  my  heart. 

These  names  are  collected  throughout  the  year,  and 
the  years,  in  various  ways.  I  never  marry  a  couple,  and 
I  happen  to  be  somewhat  of  “a  marrying  parson,”  with¬ 
out  getting  the  facts  about  the  religious  inclinations  of 
the  contracting  parties.  Likewise,  I  make  it  my  business 
to  know  about  the  religious  tendencies  of  the  families 
where  I  may  be  called  in  to  conduct  funerals.  In  meeting 
folks  casually  I  ascertain,  if  it  is  at  all  natural  so  to  do, 
whether  they  have  religious  connections. 

On  half  a  dozen  Sundays  in  each  year  I  take  an  at¬ 
tendance  record  of  my  congregation,  both  morning  and 
evening.  This  is  done  without  breaking  in  on  the  fine 
worshipfulness  of  the  services.  With  some  simple  re¬ 
marks  I  introduce  the  matter  and  then  ask  the  ushers  to 
pass  our  attendance  cards. 

Everybody  gets  a  card.  Everybody  signs  one.  Those 
belonging  to  my  own  church  fill  in  the  card  showing  that 
fact;  those  belonging  to  other  churches  in  or  out  of  the 
city  reveal  the  facts ;  those  who  belong  nowhere  can  do 
nothing  other  than  make  that  known  by  what  is  written 
and  unwritten. 

As  a  result  of  such  an  attendance  record  Sunday,  Jan¬ 
uary  30,  I  secured  thirty-two  “prospects”  in  the  morning 
service  and  forty-six  at  night.  I  use  my  workers  in  cul¬ 
tivating  folks  in  a  friendly  way;  but  as  a  rule,  the  defi¬ 
nite  dealing  in  “the  religious  deeps”  I  do  myself  in  the 
hardest  and  yet  most  glorious  two  months  of  the  year. 
Of  course,  I  do  more  than  persuade  people  to  join  the 
church ;  I  seek,  with  as  great  expenditure  of  nervous  and 
spiritual  energy  as  in  my  most  effective  preaching,  to 
get  them  to  unite  themselves  to  the  living  Christ  Himself. 


MANY  APPROACHES 

BY  JOHN  W.  FLYNN 

Pattor  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Oneonta,  N.  Y, 

Our  most  fruitful  method  of  winning  people  to  the 
church  is  that  of  personal  work  or  personal  appeal. 
During  the  year  I  try  to  give  one  evening  each  week  to 
visiting  in  the  homes  of  unchurched  people  with  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  winning  their  commitment  to  Christ.  So  easy 
is  it,  I  have  discovered,  to  my  shame,  to  make  even  a 
call  of  this  kind  a  mere  talkfest  that  I  have  often  tried  to 
protect  my  opportunity  by  telephoning  to  the  home  or 
homes  that  I  was  coming  over  and  for  what  purpose. 
Also,  I  have  written  numerous  letters  to  help  me  in  this. 

Then  just  previous  to  Easter  I  have  for  a  number  of 
years  done  intensively  what  through  the  year  I  tried  to 
do  regularly.  I  need  not  here  speak  of  the  appropriate¬ 
ness  of  the  Easter  season  for  an  appeal  to  men  to  become 
Christians.  All  through  Lent  I  have  in  various  ways  given 
my  whole  ministry  toward  making  Easter  a  day  of  in¬ 


gathering.  I  have  written  letters,  sent  out  tracts, 
preached  sermons,  and  visited  intensively  with  people  in 
their  homes  and  mine.  ^ 

Perhaps  I  should  say  a  word  more  about  letter  writing 
as  a  powerful  ally  of  the  pastor  in  helping  him  to  lead 
people  to  Christ.  Often  in  this  way  he  can  prepare  the 
way  for  a  purposeful  visit  to  a  home.  Then  for  some  the 
home  may  not  be  the  place-  for  a  conversation  on  the 
Christian  life.  A  condition  there  or  the  presence  of  some 
member  of  the  family  may  be  a  distinct  hindrance.  A 
letter  to  persons  affected  thus,  and  especially  to  young 
people,  written  more  than  once  maybe,  to  urge  them  to 
drop  in  for  a  talk,  has  given  me  opportunities  I  could 
never  have  had  otherwise.  And  the  coming  of  one  to  the 
parsonage  or  to  the  pastor’s  room  in  the  church,  whether 
in  response  to  the  appeal  of  a  letter  or  a  telephone  call, 
or  out  of  his  own  desire  to  converse  about  his  life,  offers 
to  the  pastor  an  opportunity  worthy  of  his  best  ability 
and  fullest  consecration. 

A  soul-winning  activity  of  this  type,  planned,  prayed 
about,  and  pushed  by  the  pastor,  I  have  discovered,  will 
bring  people  into  the  church  and  will  greatly  enrich  the 
pastor’s  life. 

TRAINING  WORKERS 

BY  JAMES  FRANKLIN  HOFFMAN  A 

Pastor  Walnut  Hills  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Our  program  of  evangelism  opens  regularly  with  the 
month  of  January,  and  continues  as  an  intensive  campaign 
until  Easter  day.  The  first  and  second  week  of  this 
period  we  urge  our  people  to  devote  to  intercessory 
prayer,  meeting  in  the  various  groups  with  which  they 
are  associated,  and  at  such  time  and  place  as  each  group 
may  choose.  Following  our  two  weeks  of  prayer,  we 
conduct  a  two  weeks’  “special  meeting,”  regularly  held 
in  the  auditorium  of  the  church.  These  meetings  are 
held  with  one  object  in  view,  namely,  tlie  deepening  of 
the  spiritual  life  of  the  church,  our  prayer  groups  meet¬ 
ing  each  evening  fifteen  minutes  before  the  preaching 
service.  In  the  meeting  through  which  we  have  just 
passed,  volunteer  workers  visited  all  our  church  homes 
in  the  interest  of  the  meetings,  securing  signed  pledges 
of  attendance  from  almost  seventy  per  cent  of  our  mem¬ 
bership,  pledging  themselves  to  attend  as  a  minimum  four 
nights  out  of  each  week,  which  pledges  were  faithfully 
kept. 

During  these  meetings  the  pastor,  being  his  own  evan-  I 
gelist,  uses  sin,  repentance,  new  birth,  assurance,  while 
pastor  and  people  have  the  joy  of  seeing  many  who  have 
followed  Him  “afar  off”  come  into  a  conscious  realization 
of  a  new  power  within  their  life,  and  we  are  bound  to 
believe  this  outward  manifestation  to  be  but  a  small  part 
of  the  good  accomplished.  In  short,  we  endeavor,  during 
this  two  weeks’  period,  to  lead  our  people  into  an  “upper 
room”  experience. 

When  men  and  women  truly  know  God,  they  arc  ready 
and  anxious  to  be  witness  bearers,  and  are  now  ready 
for  “The  Constituency  Roll,”  which  includes  all  homes 
represented  in  Bible  school,  Epworth  Leagues,  church 
and  parish-house  activities.  To  this  we  add  a  careful 
canvass  of  a  portion  of  our  parish  each  year.  This 
working  list  quickly  grows  into  five  hundred  or  a  thou¬ 
sand,  if  in  a  crowded  city,  increasing  as  men  and  women 
confess  Christ,  and  in  turn  become  interested  in  tlie 
salvation  of  their  friends  and  loved  ones. 

Before  doing  personal  work,  our  workers,  including 
the  Official  Board  and  the  leadership  of  all  activities  s 
and  organizations  of  the  church,  are  trained  in  a  School  " 
of  Evangelism  and  then  go  out  two  and  two,  covenanting 
in  prayer  for  the  souls  they  seek  to  win  for  Christ,  and 
not  for  the  church.  We  believe  when  this  is  done  the 
matter  of  increased  membership  will  take  care  of  itself. 
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4  The  Pioneer  Preacher 

By  the  Rev.  William  H.  Polk 


TO  suggest  such  a  subject  in  this  hour  of  great 
achievement  might  be  regarded  by  some  as  a  re¬ 
flection  upon  the  progress  of  the  age.  Using  the 
Bible  as  a  gauge  for  the  years  of  man’s  experience  upon 
the  earth,  we  gladly  say  he  has  wrought  well,  but  should 
Ins  progress  be  considered  according  to  the  evolutionary 
calendar,  his  advancement  has  been  slow  yet  sure. 

Dare  we  tarry  long  enough  to  consider  the  ideal  God 
has  set  for  humanity  as  is  presented  to  the  world  in  His 
Son,  Jesus  Christ,  we  can  safely  say,  from  a  practical 
point  of  view,  the  race  of  men  has  not  yet  discovered  that 
the  earth  is  round.  The  spiritual  concept  of  many  is 
that  the  earth  is  flat,  and  they  defy  the  preacher  of  the 
gospel  to-day  to  venture  beyond  the  border  of  expediency. 

Thanks  to  the  pioneer,  who  has  made  progress  pos¬ 
sible  by  going  beyond  the  barrier  set  by  others,  reaching 
always  over  to  the  undiscovered,  he  has  found  new  and 
rich  ideas  for  the  generations  that  have  followed,  while 
usually  he  who  would  do  or  dare  suffered  the  consequences 
in  his  own  day. 

Should  one  look  for  Christianity  among  the  civilized 
nations  of  the  earth,  one  would  be  disappointed,  for  he 
would  find  many  barren  places  in  the  chief  centers  of 
human  advancement.  Some,  like  the  praying  prophet  of 
old,  would  try  to  seek  the  Lord’s  anointed  by  outward 
ai)pearances.  The  word  of  the  Lord  is  just  the  same 
to-day:  “Looji  not  on  his  countenance  or  the  height  of 
his  stature,  for  I  have  refused  him ;  for  the  Lord  seeth 
not  as  man  seeth ;  for  man  looketh  on  the  outward  ap¬ 
pearance,  but  the  Lord  looketh  on  the  heart.” 

Sk3’scraper  cathedrals,  elegant  choirs,  and  brilliant 
pulpiteers  are  by  no  means  the  best  evidence  that  we  have 
reached  the  unknown  heights  of  spiritual  development. 
Many  truths  are  yet  to  be  revealed,  the  way  is  by  no 
means  known,  and  the  life  is  still  abundant.  .Those  who 
congratulate  themselves  over  present  accomplishments, 
with  no  thought  of  what  is  vet  to  be  achieved,  are  blind 
prophets. 

I  found  127  pages,  6x9  inches,  of  double-column 
printed  matter  was  used  in  an  attempt  to  describe  the 
most  wonderful  personality  tliat  ever  lived.  In  this  age 
of  the  printing  press,  when  it  is  possible  to  turn  out  that 
mucli  printed  matter  daily  in  thousands  of  copies,  to  me 
it  is  a  miracle  that  such  a  short  description  has  within 
it  the  potency  and  dynamic  force  for  turning  the  world 
uj)side  down. 

Jesus  Christ  is  a  pioneer  of  pioneers,  the  greatest 
preacher  of  preachers.  Even  though  we  count  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  two  thousand  years  since  His  advent  upon  the 
earth,  we  are  but  babes  in  the  understanding  and  tlie 
practice  of  His  precepts. 

In  Jesus  Christ  the  whole  truth  was  revealed,  the 
abundant  life  was  presented;  and  the  only  way,  the  way 
of  tlie  cross,  was  opened.  I.ike  a  far-awav  planet  which 
requires  a  powerful  lens  in  order  that  it  might  be  seen, 
so  the  refining  of  our  lives  is  needed  to  be  able  to  ap- 
^proach  the  fullness  of  the  life  of  Christ.  We  have  j)i"ofited 
by  the  things  we  have  learned  from  the  Nazarene,  but 
tbere  is  so  much  . truth  yet  to  be  revealed.  He  who  will 
seek  these  truths  must  be  a  pioneer.  This  is  a  splendid 
opportunity  for  young  men. 


Jesus,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  a  young  man.  '  When 
we  think  of  the  Master  finishing  His  work  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  is  the  pioneer 
age.  It  is  the  age  when  the  individual  does  his  own  think¬ 
ing  and  has  the  courage  to  act  upon  the  thoughts  that  are 
his.  He  need  not  be  hemmed  in  by  tradition,  but  willing 
to  take  a  chance  regardless  of  the  cost.  Those  who  have 
made  a  careful  study  of  this  subject  state  that  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  pioneers  in  any  field  were  young  men.  Older 
men  sound  the  word  “caution”  and  advise  as  to  what  has 
been  “our  custom.” 

Fearlessly  Jesus  faced  the  tradition  of  the  elders, 
found  the  faults  in  them,  presented  His  own  program 
to  take  the  place  of  the  faulty  one,  and  paid  the  price 
for  overriding  public  opinion.  The  pioneer  preacher 
must,  compare  the  church  of  to-day  with  the  program 
of  Christ  and  find  her  limitations,  and  fearlessly  pay  the 
price  of  faultfinding;  and  present  the  new  program  as 
he  sees  it  in  the  Master. 

An\'  unusual  event  may  become  the  stopping  point  in 
the  life  of  a  church,  community,  or  nation,  and  many  will 
look  with  just  pride  back  to  that  great  occasion,  rather 
than  to  try  to  accomplish  something  greater  or  move 
up  a  step  higher.  Thus  many  are  saying  to  the  preacher 
to-day.  This  is  our  custom.”  Let  the  3’oung  men  launch 
out  into  the  deep. 

Truth  to  the  pioneer  is  inborn.  A  conviction  comes 
early  in  his  life,  is  it  did  to  the  greatest  Pioneer,  whose 
words  shall  ring  through  the  ages,  “To  this  end  was  I 
born.”  Another  great  preacher  exclaims,  “Woe  is  unto 
me,  if  I  preach  not  the  gospel.”  Jesus  not  only  knew 
the  truth,  but  declared  Himself  to  be  the  Truth.  Jesus 
did  not  boast  about  the  truth  He  knew,  but  used  that 
truth  so  that  it  made  men  free.  Jesus  was  anxious  to  use 
all  the  truth  He  embodied  in  order  that  He  might  free 
all  the  men  He  could. 

The  pioneer  preacher  for  this  day  must  be  thoroughly 
equipped  with  the  truth  of  Christ.  Knowledge  is  essential 
to  his  success,  but  what  he  needs  to  know  best  is  Christ. 
Jesus  is  not  as  popular  to-day  as  we  might  think.  It  is 
rather  a  risky  business  to  attempt  to  imitate  the  life  of 
the  Master.  One  is  liable  to  be  regarded  as  peculiar  if 
he  takes  seriously  the  life  of  Jesus.  We  like  to  talk  at 
length  about  the  good  deeds  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi, 
Luther,  Wesley,  and  Asbury.  It  is  far  easier  to  sing 
praises  to  the  doer  of  great  deeds  than  to  attempt  to  do 
the  great  deed.  The  truth  of  Jesus  was  not  alone  acquired 
truth,  but  applied  truth  as  well.  Jesus  knew  what  to  do, 
and  did  what  He  knew.  The  pioneer  contends  with  the 
forces  without  and  within  so  that  he  might  accomplish 
M  hat  he  knows  to  be  right.  The  man  M’ho  knows  must 
blaze  the  way  through  ignorance  and  superstition  and 
the  custom  of  the  day ;  he  must  declare  these  truths  from 
the  pulpits  of  the  wealthy  city  churches,  and  find  his  way 
to  the  open  country,  hamlets,  and  towns.  “Whom  shall 
I  send  and  who  will  go  for  me”  is  the  call  of  the  hour. 

The  pioneer  preacher  must  be  consecrated.  “Holy,” 
sanctified,  and  **Christian  perfection”  are  not  popular 
terms.  To  say  he  is  efficient  or  he  is  a  good  manager 
or  a  good  mixer,  are  the  compliments  used  for  the  preacher 
of  the  hour.  The  Master  in  His  prayer  to  the  Father 
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made  this  statement:  “And  for  their  sakes  I  sanctify 
myself  that  they  also  might  be  sanctified  through  the 
truth.”  To  help  Christ  to  build  His  Kingdom  is  no  easy 
task,  and  those  who  make  the  world  to  understand  that 
they  have  been  with  Jesus  and  have  learned  of  Him  are 
the  men  and  the  women  who  have  spent  long  hours  making 
themselves  fit  company  for  the  Christ. 

Preachers  to-day  can  demand  a  large  salary,  and 
blessings  on  him  who  receives  it,  for  when  all  is  said  and 
done,  the  preacher  is  not  the  best  paid  laborer  in  the 
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world.  It  is  needful,  however,  for  the  preacher  in  this 
day  to  say,  as  did  Peter  of  old,  “Silver  and  gold  have 
none,  but  such  as  I  have  give  I  unto  thee ;  in  the  name^ 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  rise  up  and  walk.” 

The  pioneer  preacher  is  needed  to  cause  this  halting 
and  lame  generation  to  rise  up  and  walk  in  the  steps  of 
the  Master.  Like  Jesus,  he  is  to  forget  the  material 
rewards  for  his  labor,  but  lay  hold  of  those  spiritual  gifts 
so  that  in  the  time  of  great  need  he  will  be  in  a  position 
to  heal  and  to  help. 
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Founders’  Day,  New  Orleans  University 


By  President 

N  March  22,  1873,  the  charter  of  New  Orleans 
University  was  approved  and  signed  by  William 
P.  Kellogg,  governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
and  by  P.  F.  Deslonde,  secretary  of  State.  The  names 
of  the  first  board  of  trustees  appear  in  the  charter  as 
follows:  J.  C.  Hartzell,  I.  S.  Leavitt,  Cyrus  Bussey, 
Emperor  Williams,  H.  C.  Dibble,  John  Baldwin,  George 
Dardis,  W.  M.  Daily,  M.  C.  Cole,  James  H.  Ingraham, 
C.  W.  Boothby,  J.  M.  Vance,  Pierre  Landry,  W.  G. 
Brown,  and  J.  L.  J.  Barth. 

On  March  22,  1927,  occurred  the  first  celebration  of 
Founders’  Day  at  New  Orleans  University.  The  occasion 
was  made  memorable  by  the  presence  of  Bishop  Joseph 

C.  Hartzell,  D.D.,  who  had  been  spending  several  weeks 
in  the  sunny  South,  and  who  ig  looked  upon  as  being  in  a 
very  special  sense  the  founder  of  New  Orleans  University. 

After  words  of  welcome  had  been  spoken  by  Dean 
Robert  B.  Hayes,  an  appropriate  passage  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  was  read  by  the  Rev.  M.  R.  Walker,  district  super¬ 
intendent.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Wells. 
There  followed  an  address  by  the  president  of  the  uni¬ 
versity,  Dr.  O.  E.  Kriege,  and  an  address  by  Prof. 
Rudolph  Moses,  who  spoke  for  the  alumni,  the  faculty, 
and  the  students.  Hereupon  Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones, 

D. D.,  representing  the  trustees  and  the  church  at  large, 
spoke  feelingly  of  the  heroic  services  rendered  by  Bishop 
Hartzell  in  behalf  of  the  Negro  race  in  America  and  in 
Africa,  and  then  introduced  the  guest  of  honor. 

Bishop  Hartzell,  deeply  touched  by  the  words  of  ap¬ 
preciation  spoken  by  Bishop  Jones  and  others,  by  the 
spontaneous  and  hearty  greetings  extended  to  him  by  the 
audience,  and  by  the  sacred  memories  of  the  past,  spoke 
for  half  an  hour  about  the  beginnings  of  the  work  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  South,  and  of  New 
Orleans  University  in  particular,  and  then,  with  the  aid 
of  a  large  map  of  Africa,  outlined  his  efforts  looking  to 
the  planting  of  a  continent-wide  missionary  church  in 
Africa.  Though  weary  in  body,  his  memory  of  the  past 
was  clear  and  his  vision  of  the  future  as  bold  and  heroic 
as  ever.  At  the  close  of  his  address  little  Jeane  Claire 
Moses,  daughter  of  Professor  and  Mrs.  Moses,  and  Master 
Lawrence  Hayes,  son  of  Dean  and  Mrs.  R.  B.  Hayes, 
presented  beautiful  bouquets  in  behalf  of  the  faculty  and 
students,  and  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Reeves  presented  a  similar 
tribute  from  the  New  Orleans  Methodist  Episcopal  min 
isters. 

Several  other  notable  guests  were  introduced,  and  re¬ 
sponded  with  stirring  addresses :  Ex-Governor  H.  C. 
Warmoth,  the  first  (Republican)  governor  after  the  Civil 
War  and  an  intimate  friend  of  Bishop  Hartzell;  Dr. 
H.  R.  Knight,  secretary  of  the  National  Conference  of 
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Social  Work,  a  son  of  the  former  president  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  University,  the  Rev.  F.  H.  Knight;  Dean  L.  T. 
Larsen  and  the  Rev.  George  A.  Downey,  fraternal  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  Straight  College.  Various  groups  were 
then  presented  as  follows :  the  board  of  trustees ;  the 
alumni;  the  faculty;  the  students;  Flint-Good  ridge  Hos¬ 
pital,  Superintendent  T.  R.  Heath  and  Mrs.  Heath,  Dr. 
A.  W.  Brazier,  and  other  physicians  and  workers ;  Peck 
Home,  with  Mrs.  Emma  Montgomery,  superintendent,  th(| 
teachers  and  several  members  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society ;  Sager-Brown  Orphanage,  repre¬ 
sented  by  Miss  Joanna  Busk ;  visiting  pastors  of  various 
churches;  friends  from  far  and  near. 

Music  was  furnished  by  the  university  orchestra,  the 
university  chorus,  and  the  Osceola  Five,  an  organization 
of  professional  men.  The  college  song  and  yells  added 
much  cheer  and  pep  to  the  occasion.  After  the  program 
the  official  guests  and  the  visitors  were  invited  to  an  in¬ 
formal  reception  in  the  home  of  President  and  Mrs. 
Kriege.  Taking  it  all  in  all,  it  was  one  of  the  greatest 
days  ever  seen  at  New  Orleans  University  and  will  do 
much  to  impress  upon  students  and  friends  alike  the 
splendid  work  done  at  this  institution  in  the  past  and 
the  bright  outlook  for  its  future  development. 

When  in  1886  ground  was  broken  for  the  new  uni¬ 
versity  building  on  St.  Charles  Avenue,  the  Rev.  Emperor 
Williams,  one  of  the  heroic  founders  of  the  institution, 
lifting  his  hands  to  the  heavens,  said:  “I  wonder  if  thi| 
is  the  world  I  was  born  in!  For  twenty  years  I  was  ^ 
slave  on  these  streets.  It  was  a  penitentiary  offense  to 
educate  a  Negro.  I  have  seen  my  fellow  servants  whipped 
for  trying  to  learn.  But  to-day,  here  am  I  on  this  great 
avenue,  in  this  great  city,  with  the  bishops  and  elders 
and  people  of  the  great  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
speaking  at  the  breaking  of  ground  where  a  building  is 
to  be  erected  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  my 
people.  I  wonder  if  this  is  the  world  I  was  born  in!” 
Many  another  one,  on  this  Founders’  Day'  celebration, 
thanked  God  for  the  change  which  has  come  over  us  and 
for  the  splendid  institution  which  was  founded  in  that 
early  day  and  which  this  year  has  an  enrollment  of  over 
830  students. 

Within  the  year  the  New  Orleans  University  Chorus 
has  given  a  program  of  spirituals  in  the  following 
churches:  The  Epworth  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South;  the  Eighth  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Churc^ 
the  Louisiana  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South;  ari 
the  male  quartet  a  program  before  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of 
Tulane  University.  The  university  chorus  recently  sang 
for  the  Victrola  people  and  two  records  were  made  of 
their  voices.  The  records  will  soon  be  on  the  market. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IxmirATioirAi.  Smu 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
PETER’S  GREAT  CONFESSION 

SECOND  QUARTER.  LESSON  III.  APRIL  17 


Scripture  Lesson — Matt.  16.  13-24. 

1.  The  Great  Secret,  The  impression  we 
gain  from  the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  of  Mark, 
and  of  Luke  (John  to  the  contrary),  is  that 
before  the  incident  in  our  present  lesson  Je¬ 
sus  did  not  tell  anyone  that  He  was  the 
Messiah.  Both  privately  and  publicly  He 
niaintained  a  conspicuous  silence  concerning 
it.  Throughout  His  entire  ministry  only  on 
one  occasion  do  these  writers  say  that  He 
publicly  testified  to  His  Messiahship;  and 
only  Mark  says  that  He  unequivocally  de- 
elared  it  in  public  (compare  Matt.  26.  63fi 

3  with  Mark  14. 
blr).  On  many  occasions  He  publicly  sug¬ 
gested  His  Messiahship;  but  the  suggestion 
^uld  have  had  more  than  one  signification. 
His  miracles  and  His  teachings  per  se  might 
show  that  He  was  only  a  prophet  whom  God 
had  exceptionally  endowed  and  inspired  and 
^rough  whom  He  had  worked  mightily. 

✓  j-j  ^  might  imply  His  Messiahship;  but  they 
^  not  necessarily  declare  it.  He  had  been 

V  tempted  in  the  wilderness  to  suddenly  leap 
from  the  temple  and,  deceiving  the  people 
into  believing  that  He  had  suddenly  descended 
from  heaven,  convince  the  people  of  His  Mes¬ 
siahship  (Matt.  4.  6-7).  But  He  righteously 
rejected  that  deceptive  appeal-to-the-gallery 
method  of  convincing  men  of  the  truth  con¬ 
cerning  Himself.  He  chose  rather  to  work 
among  the  people  as  their  prophets’  God  had 
always  done,  rendering  all  the  help  that  He 
reasonally  could,  and  leave  it  to  His  Father 
m  His  own  way  to  persuade  them  of  His 
Messiahship.  Having  allowed  them  sufficient 
opportunity  to  arrive  at  a  personal  opinion 
or  conviction  concerning  Him,  He  enquired 
of  His  disciples  first  the  people’s  and  then 
tlieir  own  opinion  concerning  Him.  They  had 
had  better  opportunity  than  He  to  hear  the 
people  express  private  judgments  concern¬ 
ing  Him. 

It  is  disappointing  but  by  no  means  sur¬ 
prising  that  none  of  the  people  was  heard 
to  express  his  belief  in  Him  as  the  Messiah, 
lliey  had  recognized  that  He  was  a  prophet, 
and  an  exceptionally  great  prophet.  But  all 
tliought  tliat  He  was  a  prophet  redivivus. 
Evidently  they  thought  that  nobody  new  could 
come  that  was  great,  or  that  nobody  great 
Could  come  that  was  new.  Such  is  character- 
^istic  of  a  people  of  decadent  national  great¬ 
ness.  It  liad  not  occurred  to  them  that  the 
Messiah  could  be  so  obscure,  so  poor,  and 
so  apparently  ordinary  a  person.  In  their 
mind  the  chief  function  of  the  Messiah — the 
restoration  of  the  glorious  kingdom  of  Da¬ 
vid — had  not  been  performed.  Jesus  knew 
that  unle.ss  He  should  reestablish  the  king- 
worn  of  David  and  make  it  the  political  cap- 
itol  of  the  world,  it  would  be  very  difficult 
for  Him  to  convince  the  people  of  His  Mes¬ 
siahship.  Accordingly  He  had  been  tempted 
m  the  wilderness  to  undertake  this  (Matt. 

4.  8-10) ;  but  He  had  rejected  the  idea.  He 
con.sidered  tlie  function  of  the  Messiah  to  be 
spiritual  and  religious  rather  than  political 
and  militaristic.  But  He  must  have  known 
that  it  would  not  be  so  easy  for  even  Him- 
wlf  to  spiritually  transform  the  popular 
Messianic  conception — especially  when  its 
materialistic  and  political  aspects  were  at 
•east  as  pronounced  in  the  Old  Testament  1 
as  Its  spiritual  aspects.  But  He  had  hoped  ' 
ffiat  such  a  transformation  would  through  ' 
Mis  Father  be  effected.  So  doubtless  He  was  ^ 
Somewhat  disappointed  but  not  very  greatly  • 
surprised  at  the  disciples’  answer  concern-  • 
the  opinions  of  the  people.  This  was  not 
W  secret  concerning  Himself  that  He  Intended  i 
"w  remain  concealed  from  the  people;  but  it  j 
was  a  secret  which  He  did  not  Intend  to  i, 
omufyc,  but  only  to  admit  after  it  had  been  |, 


Peter’s  ^  testimony  of  his  personal  opinion 
concerning  Him.  No  wonder  He  declared 
that  the  revelation  of  that  truth  had  come 
^om  God  only!  I  sometimes  wonder  what 
Peter  s  reply  would  have  been  had  he  been 
requested  to  answer  for  himself,  before  an¬ 
swering  for  the  people.  I  wonder  if  before 
this  occasion  the  disciple’s  belief  concerning 
Jesus  had  been  any  different  from  that  ex- 
pressed  by  the  people.  Matthew  tells  us  that 
the  disciples  had  already  expressed  their  be- 
Messiahship  (14.  33);  but  Mark 
(6.  46-62)  and  John  (6.  16-21)  say  nothing 
^out  such  a  testimony  on  that  occasion. 
Mark  says  their  heart  was  hardened.  Unless 
I  am  mistaken,  Peter’s  testimony  was  true 
to  his  characteristic  impulsiveness  in  acting 
or  speaking  twice  before  he  had  thought  once 
it  was  a  decision  of  the  moment,  because 
he  had  seen  that  the  people’s  opinion  had 
not  met  Jesus’  approval.  It  was  one  time 
when  an  impulse  drove  him  without  think¬ 
ing  to  say  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time. 
That  is  to  say,  doubtless  the  disciples  had 
been  thinking  that  Jesus  might  be  the  Mea- 
siah,  and  that  He  might  not  be — they  were 
uncertain;  but  their  mind  was  open.  Jesus’ 
corifession  cleared  away  all  this  uncertainty, 
and  makes  it  easier  for  us  to  understand  the 
event  in  our  next  lesson.  So  then  the  subject 
of  this  lesson  might  more  appropriately  be, 
Peter’s  Great  Testimony,”  or  “Jesus’  Great 
Confession.”  But  it  is  a  private  testimony 
and  confession  which  is  not  yet  to  be  divulged 
(Matt.  16.  20).  He  has  changed  His  policy 
of  private  silence  regarding  the  secret  be¬ 
cause  it  has  become  privately  believed;  but 
His  policy  of  public  silence  on  the  matter 
remains  the  same. 

3.  Importance  of  the  Great  Testimony. 
This  testimony  and  confession  mark  a  turn¬ 
ing  point  in  Jfesus’  ministry.  Henceforth  His 
ministry  is  to  be  one  almost  entirely  of  teach¬ 
ing — miracles  are  to  be  rare.  And  there  is 
to  be  a  marked  change  in  the  spirit  of  His 
teaching  (Matt.  16.  21).  Heretofore  He  has 
been  tryinir  to  help  men  to  escape  sorrow  and 
live  happily  in  this  world;  but  henceforth  His 
emphasis  is  to  be  on  the  life  to  come.  Here¬ 
tofore  He  had  been  teaching  His  disciples 
their  duty ;  but  henceforth  He  is  to  teach 
them  the  dire  consequences  should  they  not 
do  their  duty.  But  in  spite  of  this  more 
sombre  mood,  there  is  a  divine  satisfaction 
in  His  great  heart,  and  He  becomes  more 
and  more  resigned  to  leave  the  world  with 
His  mission  unfulfilled,  because  the  men  who 
knew  Him  best  are  convinced  of  His  Mes¬ 
siahship  (Matt.  16.  18ff)  and,  after  His  de¬ 
parture,  can  do  for  Him  what  He  could  not 
do  with  propriety  for  Himself— declare  His 
Messiahship  to  the  world  to  the  end  that  the 


world  might  accept  Him  as  its  authority  in 
all  matters  spiritual,  and  that  the  men  of  the 
world  might  progressively  realize  their  per¬ 
sonal  and  social  salvation  by  accepting  His 
life  ^d  teachings  as  the  attractive  standard 
of  their  life.  Without  this  testimony  He 
would  have  died  a  disappointed  person,  with 
His  fondest  hopes  for  the  realization  of  His 
noble  ideal  completely  shattered. 

8AM  HUSTON  COLLEOE. 

Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessok  for  Sundat,  Aprii,  17,  1927 

“Ye  seek  Jesus  which  was  crucified” 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  ancient  world  made  a  long  search  for 
the  Christ.  When  He  came,  they  did  not 
know  Him,  for  He  came  as  one  of  them,  and 
walked  the  lowly  paths  of  service,  until  His 
declaration  of  His  work  and  kinship  with 
God  turned  the  people  against  Him,  and  they 
cried,  “Away  with  him,  crucify  Him.”  This 
was  done,  and  He  was  laid  in  a  grave  closed 
vdth  a  heavy  stone,  and  sealed  against  any 
chMce  of  being  opened.  Then  there  came 
others  seeking  Him  who  was  crucified.  Then 
came  the  Easter  announcement,  “He  is  not 
here,  for  he  is  risen.” 

_  From  the  first  Easter  morn  until  now  mul¬ 
titudes  have  been  seeking  Christ.  More  would 
seek  Him  if  they  knew  and  could  believe 
the  good  truth,  “He  is  not  here,  but  is  risen. 
See  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay.”  The  fact 
of  His  brief  life,  early  and  tragic  death,  and 
the  purpose  of  it  all  has  not  yet  reached  all 
the  world,  but  from  all  “the  dark  places  of 
earth’s  heathen  races”  there  are  those  who 
are  seeking  “Jesus,  who  was  crucified.”  To 

•  **  comes  the  glad  Easter  truth, 

*  not  here,  for  he  is  risen  as  he  said.” 

This  is  the  most  precious  truth  human  lips 
can  declare,  and  it  is  the  message  God’s  chil¬ 
dren  are  to  carry  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

Only  Christianity  has  such  a  message  for  a 
world  in  bondage  to  death.  And  it  is  the 
last  word  in  offering  the  world  hope,  for; 
“If  Christ  be  not  risen,  then  is  our  preach¬ 
ing  vain,  and  your  faith  is  also  vain.”  Our 
faith  in  Him  is  based  on  His  resurrection 
and  that  He  liveth  now  as  the  Saviour,  Re¬ 
deemer,  and  Mediator.  We  can  see  the  place 
where  He  was  in  the  midst  of  humanity’s 
life  in  the  world  as  the  historic  Christ,  but 
by  faith  we  have  the  resurrection  message 
of  hope.  No  other  religion  has  such  a  mes¬ 
sage,  and  every  human  in  the  world  needs 
this  message  now,  and  we  have  it  to  carry 
to  them. 

The  exhortation  to  the  early  visitors  to  the 
tomb  was  to  “go  quickly  and  tell.”  The  de¬ 
mand  was  never  more  urgent  than  now.  The 
more  desperate  conditions  become  because  of 
war  and  other  calamities,  the  more  the  call 
to  hasten  with  the  Easter  truth,  involving  a 
new  hope  and  a  new  faith  for  a  lost  world, 
and  the  glad  truth  in  the  lesson  is  that  they 
had  not  gone  far  until  “Jesus  met  them  in 
the  way.”  And  we  will  not  go  far  in  our 
missionary  task  of  telling  the  good  news,  un¬ 
til  He  will  meet  us  in  the  way  with  the  en¬ 
couraging  “All  Hail!” 

GAMMON  SEMINARY. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Carthage,  Miss. — Wesley  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  On  February  27,  we  had 
with  us  the  Rev.  Frank  Leflore,  who  preached 
a  splendid  sermon  for  us.  We  raised  $301.60 
for  the  new  church  that  we  are  planning  to 
build  this  year.  Pray  for  our  success. — 
Ida  I..  Smith,  Reporter. 


2.  The  Great  Confession.  I  am  sure  that 
esus  was  more  agreeably  surprised  at 


Arredondo,  Wesley  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  on  top.  Dr.  Selmore 
preached  a  sermon  here  on  the  third  Sunday 
night  from  1  Kings  18.  20,  that  will  outlive 
his  name.  The  Rev.  Warner  is  the  best  pas¬ 
tor  in  the  State.  We  are  ready  now  to  pay 
our  World  Service  quota  in  full.— G.  Kelley, 
Reporter. 


PitMsvaie,  Fla.— The  coming  of  Dr.  A.  Miles 
to  this  church  has  made  it  a  new  place.  Our 
district  superintendent  was  with  us  on  Sunday 
and  preached  two  great  sermons.  Collection 
for  the  d^,  $36.  We  are  ready  now  to  pay 
our  World  Service  quota,  but  will  wait  for 
the  crowd. — Jas.  Wilson,  Reporter. 

Corinth,  Miss. — Mt.  Moriah  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church;  We  are  very  pleased  to  have 
the  Rev.  C.  H.  Maxwell  as  our  pastor,  and 
his  consecrated  wife.  Every  sermon  he 
preaches  reminds  us  of  the  day  of  Pentecost. 
The  spiritual  tide  ran  high  on  March  13.  We 
raised  $20. — Mrs.  Amy  Johnson,  Reporter. 

Lexington,  Tenn.—Tht  Rev.  C.  H.  Williams 
preached  a  splendid  sermon  from  the  book 
of  Jonah,  and  remarks  on  the  same  were  made 
by  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Blackman,  pastor  of  Lex- 
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ington  circuit.  Our  hearts  were  made  glad 
while  they  preached  to  us.  Only  a  few  were 
present,  but  a  collection  of  $7.41  was  taken. — 
Reporter. 

Cary,  Mi»s. — February  27  was  a  high  day 
at  Clark  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  spite  of  the  inclement  weather  we  had  a 
splendid  crowd  day  and  night.  The  Rev. 
J.  H.  Small  preached,  to  the  delight  of  all 
present.  We  are  proud  of  our  pastor  and 
believe  he  is  the  right  man  for  this  charge. 
Collection,  $42.82. — Reporter. 


tor  has  just  recently  moved  into  the  par- 
sonaare.  We  are  happy  to  have  them  with  us. 


Summitt,  Miss. — Dr.  M.  T.  J.  Howard,  of 
Atlanta,  was  with  us  on  March  6  at  Magnolia 
Church,  with  his  lantern  slides,  and  lectured 
on  the  World  Service  program.  He  made 
a  fine  impression  upon  the  people.  The  offi¬ 
cers  made  a  resolution  that  they  would  put 
the  program  over  on  Easter.  We  feel  that 
Dr.  Howard  is  rendering  good  service  in  the 
area. — H.  E.  Morgan,  Reporter. 


Moss  Point,  Miss.  —  The  members  and 
friends  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  heartily  welcomed  the  Rev.  Roberts 
as  their  pastor  on  Monday  night,  February 
14.  A  program  was  rendered,  at  the  close 
of  which  the  remarks  coming  from  the  Rev. 
Roberts  were  enjoyed  by  all.  After  the  pro¬ 
gram  all  enjoyed  the  reception  given  in  honor 
of  him  and  his  wife  by  the  Ladies’  Aid. — Re¬ 
porter. 

McMinnville,  Tenn. — Clark  Memorial,  under 
the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Patillo,  is  in  a  pro¬ 
gressive  state.  On  Sunday,  February  27,  the 
Sunday  school  was  largely  attended.  At  the 
11  A.  M.  service  the  pastor  preached  an 
excellent  sermon  from  Judges,  sixteenth  chap¬ 
ter;  subject,  “Samson’s  Strength.”  We  pray 
that  every  auxiliary  of  the  church  may  help 
forward  the  work  and  that  it  may  revive  both 
spiritually  and  financially. — Martha  Martin, 
Reporter. 


sonage.  'We  are  happy  to  have  them  with  us. 
Pray  for  our  success  in  God’s  great  vineyard. 
—Geo.  W.  Bell,  Reporter. 


Houston,  Texas — Boynton  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  T.  M.  Jackson,  has  started  the  Easter 
drive;  already  religious  and  business  plans 
have  been  arranged  for  the  coming  Easter 
day.  Our  Sunday  school  is  doing  fine.  The 
superintendent,  Mr.  S.  S.  Millard,  and  his 
ofiScers  are  lining  up  for  a  greater  Sunday 
school.  We  are  praying  for  a  great  spring 
feast — religiously,  financially,  and  socially. — 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Steptoe,  Reporter. 


Ackerman,  Miss. — The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  gave  a  grand  banquet  in 
honor  of  our  ex-pastor  and  wife,  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  O.  W.  Crump,  and  the  new  pastor. 
Rev.  J.  M.  Walton,  on  February  2.  We  wish 
for  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Crump  much  success 
in  life,  and  are  delighted  to  have  the  Rev. 
Walton  with  us  this  year.  We  feel  that  we 
have  a  great  roan,  and  will  do  great  things 
this  year  for  Christ.  Sunday,  February  27, 
he  preached  two  strong  sermons.  Collection, 
$130.— W.  M.  Ashford,  Reporter. 


Moss  Point,  Miss. — An  excellent  program 
was  rendered  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Moss  Point,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Sunday  school,  in  an  effort  to  help 
raise  the  Sunday-school’s  quota  in  the  World 
Service  movement.  The  program  consisted  of 
local  talent,  which  were  violin,  cornet,  and 
piano  solos,  also  readings  from  Dunbar. 
Everyone  seemed  to  enjoy  the  program.  The 
program  was  closed  with  remarks  by  the  pas¬ 
tor. — Ariel  Hawkins,  Reporter. 


Leesburg,  Term. — We  have  started  off  for 
a  bright  year’s  work.  The  fourth  Sunday  in 
February  we  were  honored  with  a  great  ser¬ 
mon  by  the  pastor.  One  soul  has  been  added 
to  the  church  this  year.  Our  services  are 
spiritually  alive  from  start  to  finish.  The 
Rev.  W.  M.  Holden  is  doing  all  in  his  power 
to  put  the  church  where  it  belongs,  and  $60.80 
has  been  raised.  We  desire  an  interest  in 
your  prayers  that  we  may  do  more  in  the 
future  for  the  Master’s  kingdom. — Reporter. 


March  1  to  March  14,  adding  six  new  mem¬ 
bers  to  the  church  here.  Her  intelligent  way 
of  preaching  caused  large  crowds  to  come  to 
hear  her.  The  Rev.  Dr.  L.  E.  Jordan,  district 
superintendent,  held  his  fourth  Quarterly 
Conference  March  26,  27.  The  Rev.  W.  Sin¬ 
gleton,  the  pastor,  is  working  hard  to  make 
a  good  report  at  the  Annual  Conference  in 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  April  20. — Reporter. 


Flat-woods,  Tenn. — We  had  with  us  on 
February  21  the  Rev.  J.  O.  Dixon,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Dickson  District ;  the  Rev.  Er¬ 
vin,  of  Cumberland  Furnace;  the  pastor.  Rev. 
W.  M.  Carter;  Mr.  Leslie  Carter;  and  Mr. 
Robert  Gilbert.  The  pastor  opened  the  serv¬ 
ice  by  reading  the  Scripture  lesson,  after 
which  the  Rev.  Ervin  delivered  a  wonderful 
sermon  from  Isaiah.  The  sermon  was  en¬ 
joyed  by  everyone  present.  We  hope  to  re¬ 
pair  our  church  in  the  near  future. — Jo¬ 
sephine  Hnrvell,  Reporter. 


Titus,  Ala. — On  Thursday,  February  24,  the 
Rockford  charge  met  in  a  group  meeting  at 
Rivers  Chapel  and  discussed  the  following 
subjects:  “How  to  Keep  the  Young  People 
in  Sunday  School”;  “Is  the  Program  Too 
Large  for  the  Church?”  These  were  discussed 
by  the  Rev.  F.  T.  Thomas,  of  Kelleyton,  Ala.; 
the  Rev.  H.  H.  Nunn,  pastor  of  Rivers 
Chapel,  and  others.  The  same  were  enjoyed 
by  all.  Everyone  present  pledged  to  do  more 
for  the  church  than  ever  before.  We  had  a 
stirring  sermon  by  our  visiting  pastor,  Rev. 
F.  T.  Thomas. — J.  T.  Hannon,  Reporter. 


Brenham,  Texas. — Pleasant  Grove  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  is  rejoicing  over  the 
great  work  being  done.  The  pastor  put  on 
a  drive  January  30.  Owing  to  the  severe 
weather  we  were  not  ahle  to  respond.  On 
February  20  the  captains  came  forward  and 
laid  on  the  table  for  building  fund  $117.36. 
We  thank  Bishop  Jones  for  the  return  of  our 
pastor.  Rev.  C.  H.  Wofford,  and  his  good  wife. 
He  is  the  pastor  we  need  on  this  job  because 
he'  knows  what  to  do. — Mattie  Williams,  Re¬ 
porter. 


Sealy,  Texas. — Sealy  circuit  has  added  on 
eagle  wings,  and  is  making  her  way  to  the 
mountain  peak.  Coles  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  raised  Sunday,  February 
27,  $42.06  on  World  Service,  under  three  cap¬ 
tains:  Lilly  Byars  in  the  lead;  M.  E.  Gar¬ 
land,  second;  and  M.  Long,  third.  Their 
final  reports  will  be  made  on  Easter  day. 
Wesley  Chapel  raised  $8.20  on  the  fifth  Sun¬ 
day  in  January,  saying,  “Hear  from  us  on 
Easter  Day.”  San  Felipe  will  make  their 
report  on  Easter  also.  Total  on  hand,  $60.26,  ^ 
Our  motto  is:  Nava.sota  District  one  hundred^ 
per  cent. — A.  A.  Frank,  Pastor.  " 


New  Albany,  ^[iss. — Adkins  Chapel:  The 
Sunday  school"  has  taken  on  new  life  and  is 
making  new  plans  under  the  big-hearted  su¬ 
perintendent.  We  are  beginning  to  work 
again,  as  the  weather  has  been  so  inclement 
that  we  have  been  unable  to  get  to  the  church. 
We  are  preparing  to  make  lEaster  Sunday  a 
high  day,  and  we  are  trying  to  go  over  the 
top.  The  superintendent,  S.  M.  Berry,  and 
his  assistant,  Mrs.  Eddie  Norvell,  are  going 
forward,  and  we  are  going  to  stay  in  line 
with  our  pastor.  Pray  for  our  success. — Re¬ 
porter. 


Rocky  Ford,  Ga. — Horse  Creek  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  We  are  still  pressing  for¬ 
ward  under  the  excellent  leadership  of  our 
honored  and  much  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev. 
J.  B.  Simpkins,  who  has  come  to  us  and  is 
on  the  job.  Sunday  was  a  high  day.  Our 
pastor  preached  two  able  sermons.  At  tlie 
morning  hour  he  preached  from  Rev.  2.  17; 
at  8..30  P.  M.  from  the  text,  “Keep  thy  heart 
with  diligence,  for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of 
life.”  The  message  was  power  to  both  saints 
and  sinners.  One  was  added  to  the  ehureh. 
The  choir  rendered  splendid  music.  Collec¬ 
tion,  .$19. — W.  T.  I.ovett,  Reporter. 


Eutaw,  Ala. — Our  church  at  Eutaw  has 
taken  on  new  life  under  the  leadership  of 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Payne.  The  par¬ 
sonage  has  been  repaired ;  $32  has  been  paid 
on  old  debts.  The  Ladies’  Aid  is  working 
fine.  They  rendered  a  nice  program,  Sun¬ 
day,  at  3  P.  M.  The  Rev.  Payne  has  organ¬ 
ized  a  Bible  class,  which  meets  at  4  P.  M. 
each  Sunday,  and  is  largely  attended.  Bro. 
Matthews  is  teacher.  We  hope  to  do  a  great 
work  this  year  under  the  leadership  of  our 
pastor,  and  ask  the  prayers  of  all. — Mrs.  S. 
A.  Murphy,  Reporter. 


Brentwood,  Tenn. — The  fir.st  Sunday  in 
March  was  a  high  day  at  Brooks  Cha])el 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  attend¬ 
ance  at  Sunday  school  numbered  thirty-nine. 
Our  pastor.  Rev.  Wm.  T.  C.  Travis,  preached 
an  able  sermon  from  St.  .John  15.  14,  16.  The 
spiritual  tide  ran  high;  forty-four  communed. 
Our  pastor  is  beginning  to  see  some  results 
of  his  prayers.  The  church  has  put  on  new 
life  since  it  has  been  reorganized;  good  choir, 
Epworth  League,  Ladies’  Aid,  and  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society.  May  God  help 
this  people  to  open  their  hearts  that  they 
may  be  inclined  to  work  as  never  before. — 
Robert  Utley  Green,  Reporter, 


Benton,  Miss.  —  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Shortly  after  we  arrived 
on  the  Benton  work  a  friendly  storm  blew 
over  this  charge  and  finally  spent  its  force 
in  the  parsonage.  When  all  was  over  and 
we  began  to  estimate  the  damage,  we  found 
that  enough  good  things  to  eat  had  been  left 
to  last  pastor  and  family  for  some  time. 
After  presentation  by  Bro.  J.  S.  Morton,  the 
pastor  thanked  them  and  gave  them  a  stand¬ 
ing  invitation  to  call  often. — H.  Holston,  Pas¬ 
tor. 


atarkville.  Miss. — We  wish  to  say  that 
Griffin  Chapel  is  on  the  forward  march  since 
the  Annual  Conference.  The  Sunday  school 
and  all  the  auxiliaries  of  the  church  are  live 
wires,  each  trying  to  help  reach  the  goal. 
Every  Sabbath  since  Conference  we  have  from 
one  to  two  members  to  unite  with  the  church. 
On  account  of  illness  in  his  family,  the  pas- 


Marion,  Ala. — Zion  Methodist  Episcopal 
CJiurch:  On  Friday,  March  3,  the  Ladies’  Aid 
Society  rendered  a  splendid  program.  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  March  6,  communion  services 
were  held,  and  the  Rev.  Brown  took  for  his 
text  Matt.  26.  8.  Sunday  afternoon,  at  three 
o’clock,  the  funeral  of  Bro.  G.  Brooks,  one 
of  Marion’s  oldest  citizens,  was  held.  The 
Rev.  Brown  preached  a  heart-searching  ser¬ 
mon  at  night  from  Rom.  8.  37.  Two  members 
have  been  added  to  the  church  this  month. — 
The  Rev.  G.  W.  Brown,  Pastor;  Miss  Velma 
Young,  Reporter. 

Cuero,  Texas. — Brothers  Chapel:  We  are 
still  fighting  in  the  good  old  way.  Sunday 
was  a  high  day  with  us;  the  pastor.  Rev. 
R.  S.  Mosby,  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon 
both  morning  and  night.  The  Lord’s  Supper 
was  administered  to  a  large  number.  The 
funeral  of  one  of  our  members,  Mrs.  Susie 
Hopsin,  was  held  Sunday  afternoon;  Brothers 
Chapel  has  lost  a  faithful  member,  but  we 
realize  that  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in 
death,  and  our  heavenly  Father  is  too  wise 
to  err  and  too  just  to  be  unkind. — Evangeline 
Mathis,  Reporter. 


Lexington,  Ky. — The  Rev.  Mrs.  Martha  E. 
Shaw,  evangelist,  of  Okolona,  Miss.,  held  a 
very  interesting  revival  at  the  New  Zion  Place 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Lexington,  from 


Cookeville,  Tenn. — Sunday,  March  6,  was 
our  communion  day.  At  11.30  the  general 
class  meeting  was  led  by  the  pastor.  We 
had  with  us  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Stanton,  Dove 
Roherson,  and  R.  Sewell.  At  7.30  the  above 
ministers  were  again  present  with  us,  to¬ 
gether  with  members  of  their  congregations, 
also  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Devlin,  of  Sparta  circuit. 
The  Rev.  G.  A.  Johnson,  of  the  Christian 
Church,  broke  the  bread  of  life  to  us  from 
Heb.  13.  1.  It  was  a  wonderful  mes.sage, 
full  of  power  and  the  Spirit.  Our  i)ustor, 
Rev.  J.  S.  Vance,  is  a  live  wire  in  the  work; 
we  are  all  proud  of  him.  As  we  go  on  our 
upward  march  this  year,  pray  for  us. — J.  S.  L., 
Reporter. 

Memphis,  Tenn. — Warren  Chapel:  Me¬ 
morial  services  were  observed  Sunday  night, 
February  27,  under  the  auspices  of  the  auxil¬ 
iaries  in  honor  of  our  deceased  members  who 
died  in  the  past  year.  There  was  a  splendid 
program '  rendere'd.  Touching  eulogies  were 
rendered.  The  music  rendered  was  hea^l- 
ful  and  appropriate.  We  had  with  us  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Barnwell,  Mrs.  J.  Carr,  also  friend^ 
from  Allen  Chapel  Church,  who  aided 
in  putting  the  program  over.  Collection  wM 
taken  to  the  amount  of  $10.60,  after 
we  had  a  spiritual  sermon  by  our  beloved 
pastor.  Dr.  Thomas  W.  Davis,  which  was  en¬ 
joyed  by  all  present. — Mrs.  I<.  L.  Lloyd,  Cor¬ 
responding  Secretary. 
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McComb,  Mim.— The  Hev.  Dr.  M.  T.  J. 
Howard  delivered  a  strong  address  to  a  large 
congregation  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
r  Church.  .Members  and  friends  of  other  de- 
nominations  were  present  when  Dr.  Howard 
made  the  strong  appeal  for  World  Service 
Ihe  officers  very  readily  voted  that  the  pastor 
divide  the  membership  into  three  class  groups, 
and  then  divide  our  quota  equally  among  the 
three  groups,  canvass  each  member  and  take 
pledges  to  the  amount  to  be  raised,  raise  our 
full  quota  and  report  over  the  top  on  Easter 
Sunday.  We  hope  to  have  Dr.  Howard  come 
again  and  arouse  this  city  to  a  sense  of  its 
Morld  Service  duty  and  other  duties.— The 
Hev.  P.  R.  Stephens,  Pastor. 

Stonehamville,  Teieas.— Sunday,  March  13, 
was  a  high  day  at  our  church;  the  pastor. 
Rev.  B.  E.  Williams,  was  at  his  best  and 
preached  from  the  text  found  in  John  3.  7; 
subject,  “A  Peace  Treaty.”  This  sermon  will 
ive  long  in  the  minds  of  those  who  heard 
him.  After  the  sermon  the  president  of  The 
W  Oman  s  Home  Missionary  Society  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  sisters  would  meet  her  Mon¬ 
day  at  10  o’clock  at  the  parsonage,  and  the 
following  were  present:  Sisters  Ann  Chat¬ 
man,  L.  Caldwell,  Jane  Henry,  K.  Leonard, 

S.  Jones,  E.  Peterson,  O.  Malone,  G.  Mitchell. 

1  hey  cleaned  up  around  the  parsonage  and 
papered  the  interior.  Total  amount  raised  for 
the  day,  $20.— Mrs.  S.  Jones,  Reporter. 

— Gordon  Methodist  Epis- 
copal  Church  is  still  alive  and  we  are  at  work, 
t  A  report  on  the  revival  conducted  by  the 
VEev.  T.  B.  Blackman  will  be  given  in  an 
early  issue.  On  the  fourth  Sunday  in  Febru- 

aVV  Gordon  was  at  his  best. 

All  who  heard  him  enjoyed  the  message.  Our 
young  church  is  still  progressing.  We  have 
had  much  sickness  among  our  members  and 
quite  a  few  deaths.  Brother  Hickman,  one 
of  our  good  members,  is  greatly  Improved. 
Brother  Reece  at  this  writing  was  still  on 
the  sick  list.  We  hope  to  have  a  successful 
spring  rally.  Our  motto  is,  “Do  a  great  work 
this  year  for  the  Master.”— The  Rev.  H.  P 
Gordon,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Fruzie  A.  Vaugliter! 
Reporter. 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark.—St.  James  Methodist 
Ejiiscopal  Church  of  Pine  Bluff  has  just  i 
closed  a  ten-days’  revival  under  the  direction 
of  the  Rev.  Mrs.  Alice  Clark,  of  North  Little  \ 
Kock.  As  a  result  the  membership  was  re-  J 
vived  and  fourteen  new  members  were  added  . 
to  the  church,  and  one  joined  another  church  ; 
of  tile  city.  The  meeting  was  at  high  tide  .1 
throughout  the  entire  ten  days.  The  member-  ^ 
ship  simwered  the  parsonage  with  groceries  ^ 
of  every  kind  while  Sister  Clark  was  here.  ® 
H.  L.  Sherrill,  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Wm  * 
bhcrrill,  preached  his  introductory  sermon  ? 
I^bunday  night,  February  27,  to  the  delight  of 
•his  many  friends.  This  young  man  will 
matriculate  at  Gammon  for  the  next  school  ^ 
year. — Reporter. 


the  Rev.  Charles  Speaks,  are  doing  excellent 
..  bring  a  number  of  new 

subscribers  for  the  Southwestern  to  the  Con¬ 
ference,  and  to  give  a  good  report  of  our 
stewardship  in  all  the  activities  of  the  church 
— Reporter. 

I  •  Point,  Ga.— Sunday,  March  6,  was  a 
high  day  f^  the  members  of  Cannon  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  We  are  wor- 
shiping  at  the  Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  Church, 
who  threw  open  their  doors  and  made  us  wel¬ 
come.  Sunday  school  was  held  at  1  PM 
preaching  at  2.30  P.  M.  At  the  close  of  the 
evening  service  one  young  man  joined  the 
church.  At  7.80  P.  M.  we  were  favored  with 
one  of  our  ^stors  from  the  Millen  charge, 
the  Rev.  P.  R.  Dubose,  who  brought  a  mes¬ 
sage  of  cheer  to  the  congregation.  All  seemed 
to  h^ave  enjoyed  the  sermon.  At  the  close 
of  the  service  $166.26  was  laid  upon  the  table 
for  work  on  the  new  church.  This  well-known 
pastor.  Rev.  R.  R.  pneal,  is  still  on  the  job, 
and  the  members  still  working  to  fulfill  their 
dream  of  a  greater  Cannon  Chapel.— The  Rev. 
R.  R.  Oneal,  Pastor;  E,  L.  Johnson,  Reporter. 

Vein  Mountain,  N.  C.— March  13  was  a 
high  day  at  Brackett  Town  Methodist  Epis- 
^pal  Church;  Preachers’  Union  and  Rally 
Day  combined.  At  11  A.  M.  Bro.  Samuel 
Rutherford  preached  a  fine  sermon  from  the 
subject.  Choose  you  this  day  whom  you  will 
serve,  followed  by  the  Rev.  H.  M.  Mills,  of 
the  Colored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  who 
preached  from  Psa.  92.  12.  At  2.30  our  be¬ 
loved  pastor,  Rev.  J.  H.  Meeks,  preached  a 
soul-stirnng  sermon  from  Prov.  36.  We 
thank  the  bishop,  district  superintendent,  and 
Conference  for  the  return  of  our  pastor  for 
another  year.  He  knows  how  to  bring  things 
to  pap.  Owing  to  the  inclement  weather 
the  attendance  was  small.  All  present,  how¬ 
ever,  were  on  the  job  with  open  hearts  and 
pocketbooks.  Collections  for  the  day,  $4.9.60. 
Pray  for  us.  Mrs.  Lula  V.  Morris,  Reporter. 


Hatwood,  Teim..— Sunday,  March  13,  at 
Oak  Grove  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Carter  preached  a 
soul-stirring  sermon  from  Matt.  6.  4;  subject. 
Blessed  are  they  that  mourn,  for  they  shall 
be  comforted."  Tlie  sermon  was  enjoyed  by 
all  present.  He  preached  again  at  7!30  P.  M 
Botli  services  were  largely  attended.  Collec¬ 
tion  for  the  day  was  .$8.02,  On  March  11 
our  Sunday-school  superintendent,  Bro.  D.  C. 
Chappie’s  house  was  burned  and  everything 
The  pastor.  Rev.  W.  M.  Carter,  was 
with  him  at  the  time  and  sustained  the  loss 
or  a  handbag  with  contents.  The  good  citizens 
of  Perry  have  given  Brother  Chappie  pro¬ 
visions  to  the  amount  of  $76,  including  wear¬ 
ing  apparel  and  household  goods.— Mareurite 
Christian,  Reporter. 

Madison,  Ind.—We  have  just  closed  a  three 
weeks  revival,  with  one  addition  and  the 
purch  greatly  revived.  The  pastor  was  his 
nwn  evangelist.  The  Rev.  Gaines,  of  the 
Broadway  Baptist  Church,  and  his  congre- 
T«tion  were  with  us  each  week  evening,  and 
endped  valuable  service.  The  Woman’s 
_oreign  Hissionary  Society,  led  by  Mrs. 

siri.i  Grey;  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
^lety,  led  by  Mrs.  Ella  Neal;  the  Ladies’ 
led  by  Mrs.  Nellie  Beatty;  the  Junior 
*j*ngue,  by  Muster  Rodger  Shelton;  and  the 
undiiy  sehool,  under  the  superintendency  of 


[  Marshalltown,  /okw.— Sunday,  February  27, 

.  was^  a  day  long  to  be  remembered  at  Mor- 
,  row  s  Memorial  Chapel.  A  splendid  program 
was  rendered  by  the  four  churches,  entitled, 

A  Spiritual  Feast.”  The  first  Scripture  les- 
:  son  was  read  by  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Jones— Gala- 

Mrs.  I^eana  Morrow 
recited  “The  Fall  of  Man,”  and  Mrs.  George 
“  P^P^*"  ""  “The  Golden  Grain.” 

I  he  Bible’  the  Best  of  Classics,”  was  read 
by  Mrs.  Henry  Flippins,  and  “Why  Do  We 
Read  the  Bible?”  by  Miss  Jessia  Walker. 

Mrs.  Agnes  Gildmore’s  paper 
was  “The  Use  of  the  Bible”;  general  discus¬ 
sion  by  M^rs.  Deliro§e  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Maxwell- 
Jiiano  solo  by  Miss  Fleda  A.  Jones.  The 
quartet  rendered  a  beautiful  selection.  Col¬ 
lection,  $61.  We  hope  to  have  MarshaUtown 
charge  100%  by  Conference. — E.  Morrow,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Floresville,  Texas.  — St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Sunday  school  was  held 
at  the  usual  hour,  with  Superintendent  W.  J. 
Russell  at  his  post.  We  had  a  wonderful 
lesson,  and  raised  at  that  hour  $4.21.  The 
Rev.  M.  Majors,  of  Smithville,  preached  for 
us  at  eleven  o’clock.  He  preached  from  Matt. 
26.  58,  and  took  for  his  subject,  “Jesus  From 
Afar  Off.”  One  united  with  the  church.  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  under  the 
leadership  of  their  worthy  president,  Mrs. 
Janie  Jimison,  pounded  one  of  the  old  pi¬ 
oneers  of  the  church  with  great  success.  Our 
worthy  pastor.  Rev.  H.  O.  McCutchin,  de¬ 
livered  a  wonderful  sermon  Sunday  night 
from  the  subject,  “Breakfast  With  Jesus.” 
Our  church  is  progressing  wonderfully  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  McCutchin.  Total 
raised  for  all  purppses,  $16.— Mrs.  Millie 
Walker,  Reporter. 

Dickson,  Tenn. — Bowman  Chapel:  The  in¬ 
stallation  of  officers  in  the  Willing  Workers’ 
Society  was  held  recently  and  the  following 
officers  were  installed:  Mr.  Douglas  Bolden, 
president;  Mr.  James  Breedlove,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Mr.  Williams  Walner,  secretary;  Mr. 

W.  D.  Woods,  assistant  secretary;  Mrs.  E. 
Breedlove,  recording  secretary;  Mr.  V.  Evans, 
treasurer;  Miss  Beulah  Lockard,  critic  and 
reporter.  Addresses  and  words  of  encour-  i 
agement  were  spoken  by  those  who  were 
present.  The  pastor.  Rev.  A.  Ranson,  spared  . 


nt  no  pains  in  explaining  to  each  officer  his  duty, 
:w  after  which  Mr.  W.  D.  Woods  had  the  pleas- 
n-  ure  of  presenting  to  Mr.  Douglas  Bolden  his 
iir  g^vel,  to  Mr.  James  Breedlove  his  book,  to 
n.  Mr.  William  Walner  his  pen,  to  Mr.  D.  Bolden 

his  notebook,  and  the  sum  of  $18.28  to  Mr 
^  Vann  Evans.  The  ladles  then  took  charge 

and  refreshments  were  served.— Gilbert  H. 

Reck,  Reporter. 

h,  Waldo,  Fla.— Mt.  Carmel  Methodist  Epls- 
1-  copal  Church;  We  are  proud  of  our  new 
[.,  pastor.  Rev.  G.  E.  Hall.  He  is  looking  into 
le  every  interest  of  the  church,  and  the  bishop 
le  made  no  mistake  in  sending  him  to  be  our 
;h  leader  for  this  Conference  year.  We  hope 
e.  to  do  great  work  this  year.  The  pastor  de- 
s-  livered  the  morning  message  from  Matt.  26 
d  23.  The  pastor  of  the  African  Methodist 
le  Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev.  Powell,  was  with 
le  us  and  assisted  in  administering  the  sacra- 
n  ment;  the  spiritual  tide  ran  high.  The  Rev. 
},  Hall  has  arranged  the  member^ip  into  clubs 
r  for  this  Conference  year,  and  to  report 
^  monthl^y.  Club  No.  1— Mrs.  Lena  Hendricks, 
r.  Bro.  G.  W.  Watson,  Jr.— $13.86;  Club  No.  2 
„  ®ossie  Jones,  Bro.  Bennie  Boyston— 

$22^5;  Club  No.  3 — Mrs.  Katie  Mitchell,  Bro. 
'•  C.  H.  Pelham — $6.16;  Club  No.  4 — Bro.  W.  E. 
y  English — ,$6.05.  Public  collection,  ^.25 

Grand  total,  $*9.85.— Mrs.  W.  E.  English! 
c  Reporter.  " 

f  Livingston,  Texas. — February  27  was  a  high 
“  Q  Luke  Methodist  Episcopal  Churdi. 

-  Sunday  school  was  omitted  on  account  of 
I  the  funeral  of  George  Agnew,  which  was  held 
®  w  conducted  by  the  pastor,  Rev. 

i  W.  Summers,  and  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Brown, 
r  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

5  Tl^  pastor  preached  from  Romans  8.  28.  At 
r  8  P.  M.  a  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  pro- 
.  gram  was  rendered  under  the  direction  of 
1  the  president,  Mrs.  K.  E.  M.  Summers.  This 
program  was  truly  a  great  and  impressive 
Collection  for  this  cause  amounted  to 
$10.50;  total  for  the  day,  $12.25.  After  the 
,  program  the  pastor  preached  from  Psalms 
144.  15;  subject,  “The  Happy  People.”  This 
was  truly  a  great  sermon.  One  person 
joined  the  church.  The  Rev.  Summers  is  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place.  Look  for  a 
round  report  from  him  this  Conference  year. 
God  leading  him,  we  shall  follow  his  lead.— 
Mrs.  C.  Sykes,  Reporter. 

Hattiesburg,  Miss.— On  Thursday  night. 
March  10,  the  adult  Bible  class  of  St.  Paul 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  celebrated  the 
birthday  of  its  teacher,  Mr.  J.  A.  G.  Coleman, 
at  the  home  of  Prof,  and  Mrs.  T.  R.  Smith 
^  Dewey  Street.  After  a  study  of  the  lesson, 
Mrs.  Etta  Parker  in  an  interesting  way  pre¬ 
sented  a  beautiful  basket,  artistically  de¬ 
sired  by  Mrs.  C.  W.  Smith,  filled  with 
Uikens  from  the  members  of  the  class,  to  Mr. 
Coleman,  who  thanked  the  class  very  heartily. 

Dudley  and  Mr.  Lawrence 
Smith  spoke  highly  of  Mr.  Coleman.  A  de¬ 
licious  chicken  salad  course  was  served.  The 
birthday  cake  was  white  adorned  with  pink 
candles.  Miss  Mayme  Smith,  daughter  of 
Prof,  and  Mrs.  Smith,  blew  out  the  candles, 
then  each  guest  cut  a  slice  of  the  cake.  Vis¬ 
itors  present  were  Mrs.  Cora  Farmer,  of 
Truelight  Baptist  Church,  and  Miss  Watson 
and  Miss  Billingslea,  teachers  in  the  Eureka 
High  School. — C.  Wilson,  Reporter. 

Hogansville,  G«.— Liberty  Hill  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  leads  the  circuit  in  work 
done  by  the  ladies.  They  have  just  pulled 
off  a  great  entertainment  for  the  interest  of 
the  church  and  raised  $14.  This  was  done  by 
the  ladies  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society  and  Ladies’  Aid  Society.  Mrs.  Lulu 
Campbell  is  president  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society,  and  Miss  Essie  Ector  is 
president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid.  These  ladies 
were  assisted  by  the  following:  Mesdames 
D.  Lee,  A.  Montgomery,  A.  Hodges,  E.  Moss. 

A  tine  set  of  young  people  were  present.  The 
following  named  brothers  deserve  mentioning; 

U  H.  Lee,  T.  M.  Montgomery,  T.  Moss,  S.  V. 
Hickson,  R.  Lee,  J.  Gates,  and  E.  L.  Camp¬ 
bell.  This  church  gave  $80  World  Service 
money  last  year,  one  dollar  for  each  member. 

It  was  done  by  the  bunch  named  above.  The 
pastor  hopes  that  it  may  be  repeated  this  year 
May  the  blessings  of  God  remain  with  you.— 

J.  H,  Brandon,  Pastor. 
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Harriiburg,  Texas. — Asbury  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  has  been  booming  with 
spiritual  and  financial  activities  the  past 
week,  and  Sunday  was  a  d^  of  wholesome 
service.  The  pastor,  Rev.  C.  H.  Pimelton, 
was  at  his  best  in  his  sermon  at  11  o’clock, 
and  fifty-two  persons  knelt  at  the  communion 
altar.  At  7  P.  M.  the  Epworth  League  was 
at  its  best  in  devotions,  and  after  a  special 
sermon  to  League  folks,  the  ofBcers  were  in¬ 
stalled  by  the  pastor  and  Prof.  T.  M.  Echols, 
of  Sam  Huston  College,  made  a  practical 
lecture  to  the  young  folks.  The  Ladies’  Aid 
Society,  of  which  Mrs.  Hattie  Johnson  is 
president,  realised  $60  from  a  womanless 
wedding.  Thursday  night  the  pastor  and  re¬ 
porter  enjoyed  the  special  meeting  held  at 
Trinity  Church  by  Drs.  Hughes,  Morris,  and 
Prof.  Echols.  Wonderful  information  was 
theirs  to  receive.  We  are  working  hard  to¬ 
wards  our  World  Service  drive  for  the  second 
Sunday  in  April. — Mrs.  C.  V.  Adair,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Jasper,  Texas. — Services  at  Neely  Grove 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  are  well  at¬ 
tended  and  unusually  spiritual  on  Sunday. 
The  superintendent,  Bro.  Jack  Hadnott,  and 
his  Sunday-school  squad  were  in  and  out  on 
time,  with  every  one  well  prepared  in  the 
lesson.  The  Rev.  Wm.  Dunigan  preached 
at  the  11  o’clock  service  from  Deut.  32.  His 
sermon  was  very  inspiring  and  uplifting.  We 
trust  that  he  will  visit  us  again,  as  his  visits 
mean  much  to  us.  At  3  P.  M.  we  were  also 
favored  with  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  W.  C. 
Jackson.  The  rally  was  planned  by  the 
Ladies’  Aid  Society,  with  Sister  Frances 
Rhymes  as  president  Collection  was  $30.62. 
We  thank  God  for  Bishop  Jones  and  his  keen 
insight  for  giving  to  the  Jasper  and  Newton 
circuit  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Sonier  as  pastor.  He 
is  a  live  wire  for  the  Master.  The  pastor 
was  also  presented  a  nice  box  by  Sister  Fran¬ 
ces  Rhymes.  Our  motto  is;  We  will  stand 
back  of  our  church,  our  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  and  our  pastor. — Jack  Hadnott,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Kosciusko,  Miss. — One  of  the  outstanding 
social  events  of  the  church  was  the  luncheon 
given  by  the  ladies  of  Wesley  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  in  honor  of  the  new 
pastor.  Rev.  J.  P.  Watson,  and  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  C.  V.  Heffner,  and  wife.  The 
guests  of  honor  present  were  Prof.  Perkins 
and  wife,  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Carr  and  wife,  the 
Rev.  Silas  and  wife,  and  Mr.  E.  D.  Wells, 
of  California.  Covers  were  laid  for  forty- 
five.  The  church  was  beautifully  decorated 
with  ferns  and  other  lovely  pot  flowers.  The 
tables  had  as  their  centerpiece  large  baskets 
of  flowers.  Mrs.  Ruby  Lovelady  and  Mrs. 
Florence  Johnson,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  looked 
very  charming  in  their  black  dresses  and 
white  aprons,  and  served  the  guests  with 
grace  and  ease.  Wesley  Chapel  wants  to 
thank  the  bishop  for  sending  us  this  good 
man.  We  believe  much  good  will  be  accom- 


District 

District  Rounds 

HATTIESBURG  DISTRICT 
Second  Bound — Baysprings,  April  23,  24; 
Mallalieu,  Laurel,  30,  May  1;  Laurel,  St. 
Paul,  6-8;  Laurel,  Wesley,  9;  Hattiesburg 
Miss'ion,  12;  Hattiesburg,  St.  Paul,  13-16; 
Hattiesburg,  Bentley,  21,  22;  Sumrall,  28,  29; 
Paulding,  June  1,  2;  Heidelberg,  4,  6;  Pa- 
chuta,  3;  West  Enterprise,  11,  12;  Ellisville, 
18,  19;  Quitman,  26,  26;  State  Line,  July  2, 
3;  Waynesboro,  7,  8;  Shubuta,  9,  10;  De¬ 
soto,  16,  17;  Enterprise,  23,  24;  Shubuta  Ct., 
30,  81;  Salem  and  Major  Hill,  August  1,  2; 
Mt.  Oilie,  MossviUe,  and  Blodgett  Camp,  11, 
12. 

My  Dear  Brother  Pastors:  Let  me  urge 
upon  you  now  to  make  haste;  don’t  delay. 
Our  District  Conference  will  be  held  August 
8-7.  Get  your  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate  committee  at  work  and  bring  your  full 
quota  to  the  Conference;  also  let  me  urge 
upon  you  to  collect  your  General  Conference 
expense  by  that  date;  also  the  Episcopal 
Fund.  We  must,  at  this  time,  get  in  all  of 


plished  this  year  under  his  leadership.  An 
interesting  musical  program  was  rendered  by 
Mrs.  Lula  McMillian.  Everyone  enjoyed  the 
beautiful  trio  rendered  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Bul¬ 
lock,  Miss  Jeannette  Robinson,  and  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Millian. — Mrs.  P.  L.  Bullocks,  Reporter. 

Clow,  Ark. — Wiley  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  is  moving  on  nicely  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Hanna,  the  pas¬ 
tor.  We  closed  our  first  financial  drive  in 
the  form  of  a  State  rally  the  third  Sunday 
in  February.  The  pastor  preached  at  11 
A.  M.,  and  our  souls  rejoiced  as  he  broke 
to  us  the  bread  of  life.  The  States  reported 
as  follows:  Texas,  Mr.  E.  D.  Gamble,  $3.26; 
Mississippi,  Mr.  M.  D.  Dixon,  $4.20;  Lou¬ 
isiana,  Mr.  A.  D.  Sampson,  $6.60;  Indiana, 
Miss  Georgia  V.  Jinkins,  $8.10;  Georgia, 
Miss  Sylvia  A.  Gamble,  $12.70;  Arkansas, 
Mrs.  Birdie  Williams,  $23.26;  public  offering, 
$3.70 — total,  $60.70.  Everybody  is  optimistic 
over  our  work  and  we  feel  that  this  is  going 
to  be  a  year  that  will  count  much  in  the 
fostering  of  God’s  kingdom.  The  pastor  is 
with  us  every  first  and  third  Sunday,  and 
he  always  has  a  gospel  message  for  us  that 
makes  us  anxious  for  his  coming.  We  have, 
Sunday  school  every  Sunday  morning.  Our 
motto  is:  “Sunday  school  every  Sunday  in 
the  year.”  The  auxiliary  of  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  is  having  regular 
meetings,  and  the  pastor  is  sometimes  with 
us  and  encourages  us  in  our  work. — (Miss) 
Georgia  V.  Jinkins,  Reporter. 

Liberty,  Tenn. — The  Rev.  J.  A.  W.  Moore, 
pastor  of  Phillips  Chapel,  of  the  Liberty  cir¬ 
cuit,  is  leaving  no  stone  unturned.  A  few 
days  ago  he  called  his  board  of  stewards  to¬ 
gether,  asking  them  could  they  raise  $100. 
They  accordingly  put  on  a  rally  for  February 
6.  Eight  young  men  volunteered  to  sing; 
the  missionary  superintendent  put  on  her 
program  for  the  afternoon  entertainment,  and 
the  Ladies’  Aid  said  they  would  furnish  din¬ 
ner.  Alexandria  said  they  would  help  raise 
the  money,  so  on  Sunday  morning  at  9.30 
o’clock  Sunday  scljool  was  held;  at  11  A.  M. 
the  Rev.  Moore  preached  a  stirring  sermon. 
One  was  added  to  the  church  and  sixty-four 
partook  of  the  sacrament.  Collection  at  that 
hour  was  $10.39.  In  the  meantime  the  young 
men  had  been  touring  the  country  singing 
for  two  months,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
W.  F.  Sims.  Our  free  dinner  in  the  school 
building  near  the  church  was  grand.  At  2.30 
a  great  missionary  program  was  rendered,  led 
by  Sister  Ella  Turner.  Report  of  stewards: 
Raised  in  the  afternoon  at  Liberty,  $71.39; 
Alexandria,  $26 — total,  $96.39.  On  March  6 
love  feast  was  held  and  a  great  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  W.  Moore.  The 
young  men  with  their  splendid  voices  set  the 
house  on  spiritual  fire;  fifty-two  persons  com¬ 
muned.  Amount  raised  $12.60.  We  are  plan¬ 
ning  to  do  a  great  work  this  year. — Geo.  W. 
Groom,  Reporter. 


Activities 

our  benevolent  monies.  So  let  us  not  let  up 
one  ounce. — W.  H.  Smith,  Dist.  Supt. 

JACKSON  DISTRICT 
Second  Round — Forest  Ct.,  April  30,  May 
1;  Lillian,  1,  2;  Morton,  3;  Pelehatchie,  4,  6; 
Brandon,  6;  Pratt  Memorial,  7,  8;  Jackson, 
Central,  8-9;  Jackson  Ct.,  10;  Canton,  11,  12; 
Canton  Ct.,  13;  Benton,  14,  16;  Yazoo,  St. 
Stephen,  16,  16;  Yazoo  Ct.,  i7;  Lampkin,  18- 
22;  Craig,  21,  22;  Couparle,  24;  Carthage,  26. 

Dear  Brethren:  Please  accept  my  con¬ 
gratulations  on  the  part  of  the  work  done 
by  you  thus  far.  May  it  ever  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  with  God  all  things  are  possibie, 
and  without  Him  we  can  do  nothing;  there¬ 
fore  let  us  labor  to  keep  His  spirit  among 
us,  and  success  will  be  ours.  Faithfully 
yours,  J.  S.  Williams,  Dist.  Supt.,  Route  4, 
Box  79-a,  Meridian,  Miss. 

NAVASOTA  DISTRICT 
Third  Round — Anderson,  April  30,  May  1; 
Navasota  Station,  May  1,  2;  East  Hemp¬ 
stead  Ct.,  7,  8;  Hempstead  Station,  8,  9; 
Bedias,  14,  16;  Hockley,  14,  16;  Madison- 


ville,  2l,  22;  Brenham  Ct.,  28,  29;  Brenham 
Station,  29,  80;  Sealey,  June  4,  6;  Brookshire, 
11,  12;  Bellville,  11,  12;  Stoneham,  18,  19; 
Caldwell,  26,  26;  Millican,  July  2,  3;  Huf-^ 
smith,  9,  10;  lola,  16,  17;  Somerville,  Lyons, ^ 
16,  17;  Navasota  Ct.,  16,  17;  District  Con¬ 
ference,  19-24,  Hempstead,  Texas. 

Brethren:  Friday  night,  Juiy  22,  in  the 
District  Conference  wili  be  Wiley  Night.  Let 
us  raise  every  ’dollar  of  our  Wiley  Endow¬ 
ment  Fund  and  report  the  same  at  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference.  Bring  your  fuii  quota  of 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  subscrip¬ 
tions  with  you. — A.  J.  Newton,  Dist.  Supt. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

ANGLETON,  TEXAS 

Angleton  circuit  is  truly  alive  under  tiie 
gallant  leadership  of  our  pastor,  the  Rev. 

R.  H.  Warren,  who  is  a  safe  leader  for  any 
people.  On  March  12  and  13,  our  second 
Quarterly  Conference  convened  at  our  newly 
built  St.  Joseph  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
On  March  12,  Dr.  J.  S.  Scott  opened  the 
Conference  and  greeted  us  with  enthus>iasm 
and  with  much  praise  for  the  wonderful  suc¬ 
cess  that  has  been  ours.  Ten  of  the  officials 
were  present  with  good  reports.  Sunday, 
at  11.30  A.  M.,  Dr.  Scott  preached  as  never 
before;  at  3  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Marshall,  pastor 
of  Mt.  Pisgah  Baptist  Church,  preached  a 
great  sermon,  after  which  the  Rev.  Scott  laid 
the  cornerstone  to  this  new  church.  Paid  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  $38;  pastor,  $92;  Old^ 
Folks’  Home,  $6.60;  building,  $120.85;  Worldl 
Service,  $7;  Pension  and  Relief,  $3;  total  for” 
the  quarter,  $260.86. — Mrs.  A.  J.  Hobbs,  Re¬ 
porter. 

AUGUSTA,  ARK. 

We  held  our  Quarterly  Conference  here  at 
our  church,  St.  James,  March  6  and  6,  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Hatchett. 
We  went  over  the  top,  and  paid  the  quarterly 
assessment  in  full.  The  Rev.  Hatchett 
preached  from  the  subject,  “Faith.”  The 
doors  of  the  church  were  opened,  and  one 
member  was  received.  The  Lord’s  Supper 
w’as  administered  to  fifty-three  persons,  in¬ 
cluding  Baptists  and  Methodists.  As  we  are 
repairing  our  church,  the  good  people  of 
both  our  sister  churches  have  opened  their 
doors  to  us.  The  morning  service  was  held 
at  Jackson  Chapel  Colored  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  and  at  night  at  the  Mission 
Baptist  Church,  St.  Luke.  We  cannot  say 
too  much  for  our  good  people  here,  and  for 
our  good  leader,  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Adams,  our 
pastor.  He  is  truly  a  good  leader  and  a  good 
preacher. — Miss  B.  Douglas,  Reporter. 

BRINKLEY,  ARK 

Brinkley  circuit’s  first  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  was  held  at  Beauty  Spot  Methodist  Epis-^ 
copal  Church,  February  19,  20,  with  the  dis-^ 
trict  superintendent  in  the  chair.  Officers 
were  present  with  written  reports  and  paid 
the  superintendent  in  fulL  Eight  dollars 
were  given  to  the  pastor.  On  Sunday,  at  11 
A.  M.,  the  superintendent  preached  a  spiritual 
sermon  to  a  crowded  house.  Many  Baptist 
friends  were  present  and  communed  with  us. 
The  Rev.  Hatchett  is  bringing  things  to  pass. 
— W.  A.  Smith,  Pastor;  N.  J.  Watson,  Re¬ 
porter. 

CEDAR  KEY,  FLA. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  a  suc¬ 
cess.  Dr.  Selmore  preached  two  sermons  that 
will  never  be  forgotten  on  the  island.  The 
Rev.  Player  is  here  for  life.  Our  church  is 
ieading  in  this  city.  Come  down  to  see  us. 
Collection  for  the  day,  $44. — Reporter. 

CLIFTON,  TENN. 

St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is 
yet  aiive.  Our  second  Quarteriy  Conference 
was  held  January  23,  24,  with  good  results. 
Our  district  superintendent  was  in  the  chair 
and  seemed  to  have  been  pleased  witli  our 
reports,  with  the  exception  of  World  Serv¬ 
ice.  We  feci  sure  that  after  Easter  our  re-^ 
port  on  this  fund  will  be  satisfactory.  Th^ 
Rev.  J.  O.  Dixon,  district  superintendent 
preached  two  great  sermons.  Our  pastoTj 
the  Rev.  S.  M.  Carmichael,  is  a  faithfiu 
worker,  and  we  feel  safe  to  co-operate  with 
him  as  our  leader.  Our  rally  for  the  pastor 
was  good  considering  the  rainy  weather. 
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Club  No.  1,  Mrs.  Mattie  Churchwell,  leader, 
$19.75;  Club  No.  2,  Mrs.  Lillian  Culp,  leader, 
$30.25;  total,  $50.  The  Woman’s  Home  Mls- 
^sionary  Society  has  been  organized  with  Mrs. 
{^Lizzie  Bogans  as  president.  The  Ladies’  Aid 
Society  is  doing  nicely;  Miss  M.  B.  Maberry 
is  president.  They  are  very  helpful  in  every 
department  of  the  church;  also  to  the  sick 
and  poor. — G.  W.  Grimes,  Reporter. 

CLOVERPORT,  KY. 

The  Rev.  G.  W.  Tindull,  our  beloved  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  was  with  us  in  the  fourth 
Quarterly  Conference,  February  26,  27.  On 
the  26th  our  last  Quarterly  Conference  for 
this  Conference  year  was  held  with  a  goodly 
number  of  the  oflScers  present.  Good  reports 
were  made  from  all  the  organizations  of  the 
church.  The  Quarterly  Conference  was 
unanimous  in  requesting  the  return  of  their 
pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Hook.  The  Rev.  Tin- 
dull  preached  two  soul-stirring  sermons  on 
the  27th  to  an  appreciative  audience.  The 
district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full  for 
the  year.  On  Tuesday  night,  March  1,  the 
Rev.  N.  D.  Shamborguer,  of  R.  E,  Jones 
Temple,  Louisville,  Ky.,  spoke  to  a  repre¬ 
sentative  crowd  of  white  and  colored  people 
in  tl^  Community  Hall.  Despite  the  snow, 
the  Rev.  A,  L,  Hook,  officers,  and  members 
were  present  in  large  numbers.  The  Clover- 
port  colored  band  rendered  excellent  music. 
All  present  were  loud  in  their  praise  Oif  the 
address,  “The  American  Negro,”  and  urged 
the  speaker  to  come  again.  Asbury  Meth- 
A  oanst  Episcopal  Church,  under  the  pastorate 
Wof  tlie  Rev.  A.  L.  Hook,  is  taking  its  rightful 
place  in  Cloverport. — Reporter. 

DE  KALB,  MISS. 

Tlie  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  St.  Mark 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held 
February  17,  with  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Morgan, 
district  superintendent,  in  the  chair.  Reports 
were  made  by  the  leaders,  after  which  the 
Rev  D.  L.  Morgan  preached  a  noble  sermon. 
Paid  the  district  superintendent  in  full,  $30; 
$7  was  raised  for  the  pastor.  Raised  during 
the  day,  $37.— Rev.  E.  H.  Williams,  Pastorl 
Muss  Hezzie  C.  Scott,  Reporter. 


FAYETTE,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Fayette  charge  was  held  March  11-13,  with 
our  most  efficient  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  J.  R.  Ross,  presiding.  The  pastor. 
Rev.  I.  R.  Kersh,  being  ill,  the  superintend¬ 
ent  called  the  business  to  order  at  8  P.  M. 
He  has  the  work  at  heart,  and  handled  the 
situation  in  a  Chrlstlike  way.  The  weather 
being  very  inclement,  somewhat  hindered  the 
officers  of  the  other  church  from  being  pres¬ 
ent.  The  superintendent  seemed  to  have  been 
welt  pleased  at  the  way  the  pastor  and  his 
officers  have  things  in  hand.  Reports  were 
good  and  showed  an  increase  along  all  lines 
of  church  work.  The  Rev.  Ross  spoke  words 
of  encouragement  and  bettered  conditions  of 
the  spiritual  working  of  the  church,  after 
whicli  lie  gave  way  for  all  to  express  them¬ 
selves  of  their  desire  for  this  year’s  work. 
Raised  in  the  quarter,  $37.  On  Sunday,  at 

11.30  A.  M.,  the  Rev.  Ross  preached  at  Pine 
Grove  church,  and  back  at  Adams  Chapel  at 

7.30  P.  M.  The  Lord’s  Supper  was  admin¬ 
istered  to  seventy  persons.  We  pray  God’s 
blessing  on  the  superintendent  as  he  carries 
the  message  throughout  the  district.— Clara 
F.  Drayden,  Reporter. 

GEORGE,  MISS. 

St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  The 
first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  February 
25,  with  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Williams,  district 
superintendent,  presiding.  The  Rev.  W.  A. 
White  opened  the  Conference  with  a  series 
of  prayers.  The  district  superintendent  was 
introduced  by  the  worthy  pastor.  Rev.  N. 
Poe.  The  superintendent  first  preached  an 
inspiring  sermon  to  the  delight  of  all,  then 
proceeded  with  the  business  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence.  Most  of  the  members  were  present  and 
made  good  reports.  Paid  the  district  super¬ 
intendent  the  sum  of  $31.05;  paid  the  Rev. 
N.  Poe,  $30.85;  total  amount,  ^0.90.  The 
Rev.  H.  J.  Grant  petitioned  the  throne  of 
grace,  after  which  he  made  a  few  brief  re¬ 
marks  in  behalf  of  the  Conference.  We  are 
praying  to  make  this  our  banner  year  spirit¬ 
ually  and  financially. — A.  A.  Cheek,  Reporter. 


These  are  for  the 

^^The  School  that  is 
in  Your  Church** 

The  Classmate 
The  Target 
The  Portal 

The  Picture  Story  Paper 

The  Church  School  Journal 

The  Elementary  Magazine 

Adult  Bible  Class  Monthly 

The  Home  Quarterly 

The  Home  Visitor 

First  Steps  in  Christian  'Nurture 

The  Officer 

World  Neighbors 

Service  and  Lesson  Leaf 

Primary  Quarterly 

Leaf  Cluster 

Berean  Lesson  Pictures 

Boys  and  Qirls  Quarterly 

Intermediate  Quarterly 

Illustrated  Quarterly 

Studies  for  Youth 

Senior  Quarterly 

If  any  of  these  are  not  now  in  use  you  may 
have  as  many  copies  as  you  need  for  a 
whole  quarter  free  of  charge.  Is  it  wise 
to  do  without  them  ?  For  introductory 
application  blank  and  price  list  address 

The  Methodist  Book  Gincern 

(Founded  1789) 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chicago  Boston  Detroit  Pittsburgh 
Kansas  City  San  Francisco  Portland,  Ore. 
Order  from  the  nearest  address 


DICKINSON,  TEXAS 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Dickinson  circuit  was  held  February  26  and 
27,  at  Hitchcock,  Texas,  with  Dr.  J.  S.  Scott, 
district  superintendent,  presiiding.  The  busi¬ 
ness  session  was  well  attended,  and  the  re¬ 
ports  from  every  phase  of  the  church  were 
increasingly  good.  From  reports,  from  at¬ 
tendance,  and  from  all  available  evidences, 
there  was  more  enthusiasm  over  the  entire 
circuit  than  there  was  in  the  first  quarter. 
The  jiastor  reported  a  new  church  completed 
jj^t  Lamarque,  Texas,  which  gives  us  two  new 
^ihurches  on  the  Dickinson  circuit,  costing 
roorc  than  $5,000,  in  less  than  eighteen  months. 
Sunday,  at  3  P.  M.,  Dr.  Scott  preached  a 
Wonderful  .sermon  to  a  crowded  house,  using 
for  his  text  a  combination  of  Scripture  se¬ 
lections.  He  used  for  his  subject,  “Jesus 
Christ  a  Great  Saviour.”  This  was  indeed 
a  great  message,  and  the  entire  audience  was 
'1^'*  Sunday  night,  at 

*  •  C)'''  Scott  again  came  on  the  scene, 

and  he  brought  to  our  hearts  another  won¬ 
derful  me.ssage,  using  for  a  text,  John  14.  2: 
i  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.”  Again 
we  were  all  carried  to  the  mount  of  vision, 
and  our  hearts  burned  as  he  brought  to  us 
such  a  soul-stirring  message,  which  shall  not 
soon  be  forgotten.  The  proceeds  during  the 
quarter  were  $63.25.  The  district  superin¬ 
tendent  was  paid  in  full.  Let  us  thank  the 
embers  of  the  Dickinson  Circuit  for  your 
loyal  support  during  this  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence.  Now  since  we  have  done  so  well  in 
w  past,  let  us  look  forward  to  Easter  for  a 
^eat  World  Service  drive.  Let  us  close 
Easter  drive  as  one  of  the  one  hundred 
fna  ‘ihurclies  of  the  Houston  District 
/  thf  1?^  Orleans  Area.  Our  pastor, 

*®  putting  forth  every 
^ssible  effort  to  make  this  a  great  year  for 
me  Dickinson  circuit.  Let  us  pledge  our 
nnn  ®“PP°i^»  dud  whenever  we  are  called 
pon,  let  us  shoulder  our  responsibility  and 

the  goal.-^ohn  Win- 
*ld,  District  Steward  (Reporter). 


HOGANSVILLE,  GA. 


Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
on  the  Hogansville  circuit,  March  12  and  13, 
with  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Queen,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  presiding.  This  was  truly  a  great 
Conference.  We  have  reorganized  the  class 
system  in  this  circuit.  We  have  now  forty- 
three  class  leaders,  and  are  in  fine  shape  for 
good  work.  There  were  forty  leaders  pres¬ 
ent  ill  this  quarter;  $53  was  raised  on  Satur¬ 
day,  and  a  total  of  $72.81  was  raised  for 
both  days.  Bro.  C.  H.  Lee  is  the  popular 
district  steward  on  this  Circuit.  The  Rev. 
J.  W.  Queen  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord’s 
day.  He  preached  a  great  sermon  on  Sun- 
day  at  11  A.  M.  The  people  went  away  to 
their  homes  happy.  The  Rev.  Queen  ex¬ 
pressed  himself  as  being  highly  pleased  with 
our  organization,  and  the  results  that  he  saw 
coming  from  it.  He  spent  three  days  with 
us,  going  from  church  to  church,  lecturing 
to  us  on  the  World  Service  program  in  our 
night  training  schools.  The  work  is  really 
progressing  on  the  Hogansville  circuit.  Here 
we  have  a  fine  set  of  officers,  men  and  women, 
to  work  with.  The  Atlanta  Conference  might 
feel  proud  of  this  circuit  and  its  working 
force. — J.  H.  Brandon,  Pastor. 

HOLLY  SPRINGS,  MISS. 

Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  had 
the  Rev.  A.  G.  Cole,  the  new  district  super¬ 
intendent,  to  hold  his  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference,  who  preached  Sunday,  February  13. 
The  weather  was  inclement  but  the  faithful 
few  were  present,  and  the  full  quarterage  was 
raised.  Tlie  members  who  were  present  spoke 
very  highlv  of  the  Rev.  W.  N.  Redmond,  who 
had  served  the  district  for  the  past  six  years, 
and  all  wished  him  much  success  in  his  new 
field  as  pastor  of  the  Columbus  Church.  All 
pledged  the  same  kind  of  support  to  our' new 
district  superintendent.  The  day  was  full, 
as  the  pastor.  Rev.  G.  M.  Chisholm,  preached 
the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Harris  McCorkle, 
at  2.30  P.  M.  She  was  a  loyal  and  faithful 
member  of  Asbury.  The  funeral  was  largely 
attended.— S.  W.  Wysinger,  Reporter. 


HOUSTON,  TEXAS 

St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
The  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
Febniary  22.  Our  district  superintendent, 
the  Rev.  J.  E.  Scott,  presided.  All  officers 
were  present  with  good  reports.  The  church 
has  been  organized,  from  the  leading  officers 
to  the  Cradle  Roll,  and  each  department  is 
doing  splendid  work.  The  superintendent 
preached  to  a  large  audience  Sunday  night; 
$106.05  was  raised  during  the  day.  The  mil¬ 
lionaire  wedding  that  was  conducted  by  Sls- 
ter  L.  A.  Pryor,  was  repeated  oh  Monday 
n'lght,  February  14,  at  Bethel  Baptist  Church, 
and  .$108.60  was  raised.  Sister  Pryor,  with 
her  big,  broad,  and  noble  heart,  turned  over 
$54.25,  which  was  her  share,  to  the  trustees 
to  use  in  whatever  way  they  saw  fit  to  help 
the  church.  The  Rev.  C.  S.  Williams  is  now 
carrying  on  a  revival.  He  is  a  splendid 
preacher.  Many  souls  have  been  added  to 
the  church.  The  meeting  will  continue 
the  week  through.— Anna  M.  Ca'in,  Reporter. 

LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 

Ihe  first  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
March  5  and  6  at  Duncan  Chapel,  with  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  W.  S.  Sherrill  presid¬ 
ing.  All  officers  were  preseat  with  written 
reports.  Amount  raised  during  the  quarter. 
.$40.60.  The  church  is  fully  organized  in 
every  department.  The  quarter  was  held 
Mond^  night,  March  6,  at  the  residence  of 
Mrs.  P.  E.  Clark,  and  was  entertained  by 
Duncan  Chapel  Community  Club,  which  gave 
a  tacky  party.  A  delightful  menu  was 
served.  Mrs.  P.  E.  Clark  received  the  prize 
for  wearing  the  tackiest  dress,  which  was  a 
delicious  cake.— Rev.  C.  H.  Brooks,  Pastor; 
Frankie  Smith,  Reporter. 

LYONS,  TEXAS 

Our  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  Feb¬ 
ruary  27,  by  the  Rev.  D.  M.  Everage  and 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Wofford.  All 
reports  showed  marked  improvement.  Sun¬ 
day  school  was  well  attended.  Everyone 
pre.sent  enjoyed  the  inspiring  messages 
brought  to  us  at  the  11  o’clock  service  and 
the  evening  service.  The  Rev.  Everage 
preached  to  us  on  "Kindness.”  Three  were 
added  to  the  church  during  this  Quarterly 
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Conference.  We  have  great  plans  for  our 
World  Service  drive.  Pray  for  our  spir¬ 
itual  growth. — I.  A.  Roberts,  Reporter. 

KELLYTON,  ALA. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Kellyton  circuit  was  held  Saturday,  March 
6,  at  Spring  Hill.  The  majority  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  were  present  with  their  reports.  The 
district  superintendent  labored  very  hard  at 
this  charge  to  get  the  officers  and  members 
to  see  the  program  of  the  general  church. 
They  have  pledged  themselves  to  raise  $60 
for  World  Service,  and  with  the  help  of  the 
other  churches,  we  are  going  over  the  top. 
We  raised  during  the  quarter,  $34.46.  It 
pays  to  line  up  and  do  team  work.  February 
23  and  24  we  met  and  discussed  the  program 
of  the  church.  Every  subject  was  discussed 
by  the  laymen,  followed  by  various  pastors. 
“World  Service  and  Its  Financial  Needs”  was 
discussed  by  R.  B.  Marbury  and  the  Rev. 
H.  H.  Nunn;  “What  Kind  of  Program  Can 
the  Church  Put  On  to  Hold  the  Young  Peo¬ 
ple?”  was  discussed  by  Lucille  Moon  and  L. 
Marbury.  “Is  the  Program  Too  Large  for 
the  Church?”  was  discussed  by  J.  H.  Mar¬ 
bury  and  the  Rev.  D.  G.  Toney. — Rev.  F.  F. 
Thomas,  Pastor;  Lottie  Thomas,  Reporter. 

LIBERTY  HILL,  FLA. 

We  are  glad  to  have  our  pastor.  Rev.  L.  T. 
Bell,  back  again.  The  membership  is  small 
but  strong.  We  are  planning  to  raise  our 
full  assessment  on  Easter  Sunday.  Our  first 
Quarterly  Conference  is  over  and  Dr.  Selmore 
has  gone  to  preaching.  He  is  a  great  super¬ 
intendent. — E.  Jonas,  Reporter. 

MARTHAVILLE,  LA. 

The  Rev.  S.  S.  Earles,  district  superintend¬ 
ent  Alexandria  District,  held  his  second 
Quarterly  Conference  at  Shilo  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  All  officers  were  present 
with  written  reports.  Members  of  Union 
Chapel  and  Rose  Chapel  were  also  present. 
Raised  for  the  second  quarter,  $30.  We  thank 
Bishop  Jones  for  sending  us  such  an  efficient 
pastor  as  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Tyus  to  lead  us 
this  Conference  year.  Our  work  is  forging 
to  the  front.  The  Rev.  Earles,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  is  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place. — Ed.  Norton,  Reporter. 

McCOMB,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  this 
charge  was  held,  with  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Cole¬ 
man,  district  superintendent,  in  the  chair. 
Every  phase  of  the  business  was  carefully 
attended  to,  and  the  class  leaders  and  other 
officers  made  excellent  reports.  The  district 
superintendent  preached  a  soul-stirring  ser¬ 
mon.  He  was  paid  in  full,  $15,  for  this  quar¬ 
ter.  After  the  sess’ion  a  grand  reception  was 
given  in  honor  of  the  Rev.  Coleman,  led  by 
Mrs.  Bessie  Tobias  and  others.  The  next  on 
the  program  is  our  World  Service  drive.  We 
expect  to  report  over  the  top  on  Easter. — 
Rev.  P.  R.  Stephens,  Pastor. 

MERIDITH,  FLA. 

This  charge  has  the  smallest  membership 
in  the  Florida  Conference — only  one.  Yet  wp 
can  pay  Dr.  Selmore,  district  superintendent, 
$60  a  year.  At  the  recent  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  we  gave  him  $16.40.  His  sermons  are 
inspiring  and  uplifting.  The  Rev.  W.  M. 
Strong  is  our  pastor  and  we  are  all  proud 
of  him. — Silas  Goldmill,  Reporter. 

NEWBERRY,  FLA. 

Our  district  superintendent  came  to  us  on 
March  6,  and  found  the  church  completely 
turned.  The  Sunday  school.  League,  Wo¬ 
man’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society,  and  the  Ladies’ 
Aid  Society  are  all  organized.  Our  church 
lights  are  turned  on  every  night  'in  the  week. 
Collection  for  the  day,  $82. — Rev,  G.  M. 
Debose,  Pastor;  L.  R.  Gardner,  Reporter. 

OAK  HILL,  GA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
on  the  Oak  Hill  charge  at  Richard  Chapel, 
March  6  and  6,  with  the  Rev,  D.  H.  Stanton, 
district  superintendent,  presiding.  The  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Conference  was  dispatched  in  a 
spirit  of  meekness.  The  Rev.  Stanton 
preached  a  wonderful  sermon  at  11  A.  M., 


and  all  hearts  were  made  to  rejoice.  We 
raised  during  the  quarter,  $45.50.  We  are 
thankful  to  Bishop  Jones  .for  sending  the 
Rev.  J.  T.  Wolfe  to  us  as  pastor.  The  charge 
is  ninety  per  cent  better  now  than  it  was 
lust  year.  We  are  going  to  register  one  hun¬ 
dred  per  cent  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  Wolfe. — Daisy  Thackson,  Reporter. 

PHILADELPHIA,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Philadelphia  circuit  was  held  at  Mt.  Zion 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  the  Rev. 
D.  L.  Morgan,  our  district  superintendent, 
presiding.  I’he  Conference  was  well  attended, 
and  each  officer  was  present  with  his  report. 
The  superintendent  was  well  pleased  with  the 
progress  made.  He  was  paid  in  full,  $20. 
We  are  always  glad  to  have  the  Rev.  Mor¬ 
gan  with  us.  We  raised  in  our  first  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference,  $30. — Rev.  F.  L.  Woods, 
Pastor;  Annie  Woods,  Reporter. 

ROCKYFORD,  GA. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
February  19,  20,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Stripling, 
district  superintendent,  presiding.  In  spite 
of  the  inclement  weather  we  had  a  nice  quar¬ 
ter.  The  Rev.  Stripling  preached  two  stir¬ 
ring  sermons  on  Sunday.  His  text  in  the 
morning  was,  “I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ,”  and  at  eight  o’clock  he 
preached  from  Matt.  26.  16.  The  church  has 
taken  on  new  life.  Raised  during  the  day 
and  night,  $48.  The  Rev.  J.  B.  Simpkins, 
pastor,  is  on  the  job. — V.  A.  Parker,  Re¬ 
porter. 

SHELBY,  N.  C. 

The  Rev.  N.  J.  Pass,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  held  his  Quarterly  Conference  on  Janu¬ 
ary  22  and  23  for  the  Shelby  and  King’s 
Mountain  charge.  The  reports  showed  that 
the  Lord  had  blessed  the  Rev.  C.  I.  With¬ 
row,  pastor,  with  twenty-eight  new  members 
since  Conference.  The  debt  on  the  Shelby 
church  was  properly  adjusted.  Paid  super¬ 
intendent,  $^.56.  Mrs.  Davie  Cabiness,  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Pass,  Mrs.  Miller,  Mrs.  Fro- 
nerberger,  and  others,  gave  the  pastor  and 
his  wife  a  surprise  'in  foodstuffs. — Reporter. 

SUNNYSIDE,  GA. 

The  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  Feb¬ 
ruary  5,  6,  at  St.  Peter  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churcb,  with  Dr.  Stanton,  our  efficient  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  presiding.  We  had  a 
good  attendance  and  paid  the  superintendent 
in  full  on  Saturday.  We  are  thankful  to  the 
Conference  and  the  bishop  for  sending  us  this 
great  leader  in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  E.  H. 
Lee;  under  his  leadership  we  are  going  over 
the  top  this  Conference  year.  We  had  vis¬ 
itors  from  various  charges,  namely:  The  Rev. 
Ennon,  of  the  Griffin  charge,  who  spoke  to 
us  on  the  lines  of  progress;  the  Rev.  Jones, 
of  Fayetteville,  who  came  to  us  with  a  great 
message  for  the  boys;  Brother  Weems,  of 
Hampton,  and  Sister  S.  Woodward,  of  County 
IJne  Baptist  Church,  and  others  who  enjoyed 
the  soul-stirring  message  brought  by  the  su¬ 
perintendent.  Total  amount  raised  was 
$68.60. — Mrs.  Lillie  Robinson,  Reporter. 

TEMPLE,  TEXAS 

St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
From  March  4  through  the  6th,  marked  our 
second  Quarterly  Conference.  Dr.  S.  E. 
Blacknell,  our  district  superintendent,  called 
the  house  to  order,  and  prayer  was  offered 
by  Bro.  S.  W.  Grant,  district  steward.  After 
Scripture  reading  by  the  superintendent,  he 
told  us  concerning  the  condition  of  the  d'is- 
trict  in  the  churches  in  the  West,  where  he 
had  just  completed  his  first  round.  He 
states  that  the  spiritual  fire  is  burning  all 
over  the  district.  Sunday  morning,  March 
6,  despite  the  threatening  weather,  our  serv- 
'ices  were  well  attended.  At  that  time  our 
superintendent  preached  a  wonderful  sermon 
on  “Prayer.”  Our  hearts  were  lifted  to  the 
throne  of  grace.  At  6.30  P.  M.  the  Junior 
League  was  conducted  by  the  superintendent, 
Mrs.  Hettie  Appling.  At  6.30  P.  M.  the 
Epworth  League  opened  their  meeting  with  a 
large  attendance.  The  superintendent 
preached  again  at  the  evening  service  from 
the  text,  “Sir,  I  would  see  Jesus.”  The  Lord’s 
Supper  was  administered  to  fifty  persons. 


Our  full  quarterly  assessment  was  raised, 
$32,  and  the  pastor  was  paid  $13.  May  the 
Lord  bless  the  people  of  St.  James.  We 
are  now  in  the  midst  of  our  drive  for  ourj 
full  quota  for  World  Service. — D.  B.  Baker," 
Pastor;  Mrs.  M.  E.  Hill,  Reporter. 

WELLINGTON,  MO. 

The  Rev.  E.  W.  Hannah,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  held  his  fourth  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  February  19,  20.  The  officers  had  good 
reports  and  the  district  superintendent  was 
paid  in  full.  The  wholesome  advice  given 
by  the  superintendent  was  highly  appre¬ 
ciated  by  all.  Sunday  was  a  high  day  in 
Zion.  The  district  superintendent  preached 
morning  and  afternoon.  The  pastor  preached 
at  the  evening  service.  The  Rev.  Hannah 
was  royally  entertained  at  the  beautiful  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Brown. — The  Rev. 
H.  T.  Reeves,  Pastor;  Theodore  Miller,  Sec¬ 
retary. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

The  pastor  and  wife  of  Emanuel  Chapel, 
Brown  wood,  Texas,  wish  to  thank  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  for  the  many  pounds  of 
groceries  left  on  the  table,  February  6. — 
J.  E.  Brown,  Pastor. 

Tbe  Rev.  and  Mrs.  I.  Catherine,  Slidell, 
La.,  desire  to  thank  the  members  and  friends, 
led  by  Mrs.  Theresa  Jackson  and  Sister  Rosa 
Porter,  for  a  fifty-two-piece  dinner  set.  Mrs. 
Rosa  B.  Porter  also  wishes  to  thank  her  many^ 
friends  for  the  lovely  birthday  surprise  onl 
February  7.  More  than  thirty  pounds  of 
choice  groceries  were  left  on  the  table. — 
Nancy  Hyde,  Reporter. 

Obituaries 

A  HERO  HAS  FALLEN  IN  ISRAEL 

The  Rev.  L.  P.  Kimball,  a  retired,  honor¬ 
able  minister  of  the  Atlanta  Conference,  de¬ 
parted  this  life  at  the  home  of  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Bryan,  on  February  21,  and  the 
funeral  was  held  at  Asbury  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  February  24.  The  Rev.  Kim¬ 
ball  was  converted  about  forty-five  years  ago. 
He  served  the  following  charges  as  pastor: 
Cordele,  Marietta,  Adairsv'ille,  P-almetto  Ct, 
Newnan  Ct.,  Fairburn,  Douglasville,  Luthers- 
ville,  twice  at  intervals;  Houston,  Lavonia, 
Williamson  Ct.,  Jonesboro  Ct.,  Hagan,  Grant- 
ville  Ct.  He  was  twice  married.  He  leaves 
five  children,  three  sisters,  three  brothers, 
and  other  relatives  to  mourn  his  passing.  A 
few  days  before  his  death  he  asked  the  writer 
to  urge  the  Conference  to  help  educate  his 
three  dependent  children  out  of  his  Confer¬ 
ence  allowance.  He  also  suggested  that  the 
funeral  text  be,  “I  am  ready  to  be  offere^ 
up;  I  have  fought  a  good  figfit;  I  have  finished 
my  course.”  Brother  Kimball  was  ill  for’ 
about  three  months.  The  funeral  was  largely 
attended  at  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  Burke  County,  Ga.,  and  the  writer 
preached  the  funeral  sermon  from  the  text 
given  above,  assisted  by  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  J.  S.  Stripling,  and  the  Rev. 
Dubose,  pastor  at  Millen,  Ga. — E.  D.  Giddens, 
Pastor. 

CARPENTER— W.  E.  W.  Carpenter,  a 
member  of  Haven  Memorial  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Waynesboro,  Ga.,  was  born  in 
Burke  County,  Ga.,  about  fifty  years  ago. 
He  joined  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  when  a  boy,  and  transferred  his  mem¬ 
bership  to  Haven  Memorial  about  twenty-five 
years  ago.  He  was  the  son  of  Bro.  Jas. 
Carpenter,  and  married  Miss  Janie  V.  Scar¬ 
lett,  of  Brunsw'ick,  Ga.,  about  seventeen  years 
ago.  They  had  one  adopted  daughter  about 
four  years  of  age.  Bro.  Carpenter  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  tailoring  trade  for  about  ten 
years,  and  later  organized  the  Phinazee  and 
Carpenter’s  Undertaking  Company  about  ten 
years  ago.  He  filled  the  following  positions 
in  the  church  during  his  life:  Sunday-school^ 
superintendent,  class  leader,  chairman  trust^^ 
board,  chairman  Laymen’s  Association, 
vice-chairman  of  Men’s  Movement.  His  sick¬ 
ness  was  of  about  two  months’  duration.  The 
Rev.  C.  W.  Prothro,  of  Warren  Temple,  !>•' 
Grange,  gave  the  funeral  oration;  Mrs.  Al- 
bertha  Washington  sang  “Crossing  the  Bar. 
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Bro.  Carpenter  died  February  27,  The  Ma¬ 
sons  and  K.  of  P.  participated  in  the  funeral 
h  ^’crvice;  also  the  Rev.  Blunt,  of  the  Baptist 
f  'Muhurch.  Nearly  1,000  attended  the  funeral. 
T'he  Haven  choir  rendered  appropriate  music. 
“Servant  of  God,  well  done.”— E.  D.  Gld- 
dens,  Pastor. 

PUCKETT — Mrs.  Mariah  Puckett,  aged  sev¬ 
enty-five,  departed  this  life  Friday,  February 

4,  1927,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Lou  Wiley,  1210  Travis  Street,  Shreveport, 
La.  She  was  born  in  South  Carolina  and 
came  to  this  State  many  years  ago.  She  was 
one  of  the  oldest  and  best  members  of  the 
Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Vance- 
vUle,  La.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Morning  Star  Benevolent  Association  and  the 
Porter-Winn  Burial  Association.  She  was 
sick  for  several  months,  but  endured  her  suf¬ 
fering  patiently  and  died  in  full  triumph  of 
faith.  Her  life  was  a  beautiful  and  service¬ 
able  one.  She  leaves  a  daughter  and  six  sons: 
Johnnie,  Ed,  George,  Hugh,  Sonny,  and  Zeck 
Wilson,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends 
to  mourn  their  loss.  Her  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  her  pastor.  Rev.  J.  C.  Calvin,  as¬ 
sisted  by  the  Revs.  A.  J.  McCoy  and  Robert 
Johnson,  and  Eddie  Moore,  Charner  Harris, 
and  W.  W.  Banks,  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Resolutions  were  read  by  Horace  Wiley, 
M.  S.  B.  A.;  Mrs.  Mattie  Taylor,  V.  W.,  and 

5.  M.  Hason,  M.  Z.  M.  E.  C.  Solos  were 
sung  by  Mrs.  Ophelia  Hart  and  Mrs.  J.  C. 

.  Calvin.  Tributes  by  Mrs.  Sylvia  Lawson  and 
■£^31iver  Taylor.  The  fioral  offering  was  large 
Iwknd  beautiful.  Interment  in  Mt.  Zion  Cem- 
I  etery. — J.  C.  Calvin,  Reporter. 


Tuskegee  Institute  Summer  Quarter 

TEN  WEEKS:  JUNE  6  TO  AUGUST  13 
F IRST  Term:  June  6  to  July  9.  Second  Term:  July  11  to  August  13. 

Redmiras  mx  days  in  the  week.  Twelve  weeks’  work  in  ten  weeks.  Credit  granted 
toward  High  School  and  Junior  College  Diplomas  in  Teacher  Training. 

Certificates  eirtended  and  renewed.  Registration  fee,  $3.50  for  one  term:  or  $6.00  for 
both  terms,  payable  m  advance.  Write  for  Catalog. 

R.  R.  MOTON.  Principal  E.  C.  ROBERTS,  Director 
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WYNN — Sister  Ella  Wynn  departed  this  life 
February  26,  1927,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years.  She  was  ill  only  a  short  time.  Her 
pastor  wd  many  of  her  friends  knew  nothing 
of  her  illness  until  the  word  came  that  she 
had  died.  She  was  converted  and  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  an  early  age, 
and  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life  to  the 
end.  She  was  a  good  wife,  a  loving  mother, 
and  bore  life’s  bitters  without  complaint.  Her 
husband,  one  daughter,  two  sons,  had  gone  be¬ 
fore.  The  funeral  was  largely  attended  at 
the  home.  Three  daughters,  one  of  whom 
is  organist  of  Griflin  Chapel,  Starkville, 
Miss.;  six  sons,  one  of  whom  is  our  own  Rev. 
B.  W.  Wynn,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Tupelo  District;  and  one  brother  survive  her. 
We  feel  our  loss  is  heaven’s  gain. — Rev.  Z. 
T.  Powell  attended  the  funeral. — Mrs.  Z.  T. 
Powell,  Reporter. 


Marriages 


CANNON — PRATT.  A  quiet  and  beautiful 
^arriage  took  place  in  the  Methodist  par¬ 
sonage  at  Handsboro,  Miss.,  on  February  19, 
when  Mr.  Gus  Cannon  and  Mrs.  Olydis  Pratt 
were  joined  together  in  the  bonds  of  holy 
wedlock.  The  Rev.  A.  H.  Lathan,  pastor, 
performed  the  ceremony. — Reporter. 

COLEMAN — BROWN.  One  of  the  prettiest 
weddings  ever  held  at  Lake  Arthur,  La.,  was 
solemnized  February  19,  1927,  when  Miss 
Julia  Brown  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Henry 
Coleman.  Mrs.  Fannie  Washington  began 
^e  wedding  march  at  8  P.  M.  Little  Misses 
May  Lenton  and  Susie  Sutton  were  charm- 
os  flower  girls.  The  bride,  entering  on 
the  arm  of  her  father,  wore  a  beautiful  wed¬ 
ding  gown.  Many  valuable  gifts  were  re¬ 
ceived.  After  the  wedding  a  reception  was 
given  at  the  bride’s  home.  The  happy  couple 
left  for  Elizabeth,  La.,  where  they  will  make 
twir  future  home.  The  Rev.  D.  McCain 
officiated. — Girlie  Moultree,  Reporter. 

CREIGHTON-^OHNSON.  On  February 
1927,  Mr,  Columbus  Creighton  and  Miss 
Klnora  Johnson  were  quietly  united  in  holy 
Wedlock.  The  marriage  took  place  at  Je¬ 
rusalem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  George, 
aMiss.  The  bride  is  a  member  of  New  Hope 
■paptist  Church,  and  the  groom  comes  from 
family  of  Methodists.  Their  many  friends 
;^sh  for  them  a  prosperous  sail  over  life’s  sea. 
the  Rev.  N.  Poe  officiated. — Corrlne  Creigh- 
lon,  Reporter. 

— ROBINSON.  On  December  19, 

*26,  Mr.  Edward  Gray,  age  eighty-two,  and 


Mrs.  Elnora  Robinson,  age,  sixty-one,  were 
married  at  the  home  of  the  bride.  Mr.  Gray 
is  a  member  of  Hickory  Biock  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  Mrs.  Gray  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Antioch  Baptist  Church.  May 
God’s  richest  blessings  attend  them. — A.  J. 
Anderson,  Reporter. 

HILL — WATSON.  A  pretty  wedding  cere¬ 
mony  was  performed  at  Mt.  Pisgah  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  October 
10,  1926,  when  Mrs.  Callie  Watson  became 
the  bride  of  Mr.  Joshua  Hill.  Mrs.  John 
W.  Wade  sang  sweetly,  “Whispering  Hope.” 
The  wedding  march  was  played  by  Mrs.  Ella 
Boyd  Barnes,  the  public  school  teacher.  They 
were  united  in  holy  wedlock  by  the  pastor. 
Rev.  John  W.  Wade.  Both  are  members  of 
this  church.  We  wish  for  them  a  happy  life. 
— Mrs.  John  W.  Wade,  Reporter. 

LAPOINT — BRIGGS.  Mr,  Charles  Lapoint 
and  Miss  Viola  Briggs  were  united  in  '  the 
bonds  of  matrimony,  February  26,  1927,  at 
the  residence  of  Mr.  Hard^  Mrs.  Lapoint 
is  a  dai^ghter  of  Mr.  Silas  Briggs,  and  Mrs. 
Elsie  Briggs  of  Abbeville,  La.  Our  church 
at  Briggs,  La.,  is  named  for  the  Briggs  fam¬ 
ily.  We  wish  for  them  a  successful  life.  The 
Rev.  J.  Wesley  Thurner  officiated. — Reporter. 

MOORE — COLLIER.  Mr.  Johnie  Beverly 
Moore  and  Miss  Lucille  Collier  were  married 
Sunday  evening,  February  27,  at  the  par¬ 
sonage,  Starkville,  Miss.  Mr.  Moore  is  one 
of  the  outstanding  young  men  of  our  town, 
loyal  in  church  work,  faithful  in  the  home, 
and  admired  by  young  and  old.  Mrs.  Moore 
is  a  splendid  young  lady  and  a  staunch 
worker  in  our  church.  They  are  both  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  own  Griffin  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  here.  We  hope  for  them 
a  long  and  useful  life  together.  The  Rev. 

Z.  T.  Powell  officiated. — Mrs.  Z.  T.  Powell, 
Reporter. 

RANDOLPH— PEPPERS.  Many  were  the 
friends  and  admirers  that  witnessed  the  mar¬ 
riage  Thursday  night  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Benton,  La.  The 
contracting  parties  were  Miss  Ethel  S.  Pep¬ 
pers,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jno.  H. 
Peppers,  and  Mr.  Walter  T.  Randolph,  of 
Jackson,  M*iss.  A  variety  of  nice  things 
were  given  the  bride.  Refreshments  were 
served  at  the  home.  The  Rev.  H.  Holston 
officiated, — Reporter. 

RUFFINS— HINKLE.  Mr.  L.  F.  Ruffins, 
of  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Meridian,  Miss., 
and  Miss  Hariette  Hinkle,  of  St.  Elizabeth 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Southside 
charge.  Meridian,  Miss.,  were  married  at  the 
home  of  the  bride,  January  23,  1927,  in  the 
presence  of  relatives  and  friends.  They  re¬ 
ceived  many  beautiful  presents.  A  grand  i 
reception  was  held  after  the  ceremony.  On 
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January  25  a  linen  shower  was  given  them 
by  Mrs.  Gena  Jones.  May  God’s  richest 
blessings  attend  them.  The  Rev,  H.  K. 
Roberts  officiated. — Miss  N.  A.  Green,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Woman’s  Column 

Memphis,  Tenn. — The  auxiliaries  of  Warren 
Chapel  met  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F. 
L.  'Thompson,  165  Patton  Street.  The  meet¬ 
ing  was  presided  over  by  the  president  of 
the  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  Mrs.  Annie 
Bowens.  Reports  from  the  Committee  on 
Memorial  Services  was  rendered;  amount  re¬ 
ported  was  $10.50.  One  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
was  given  Miss  Eugenia  Johnson  for  her  serv¬ 
ice  as  organist;  $3  was  given  to  each  of 
three  auxiliaries.  Each  member  present  gave 
short  talks,  and  was  very  much  encouraged 
at  the  progress  of  the  auxiliaries.  We  were 
served  with  sandwiches  and  hot  chocolate, 
cake,  and  jello,  with  marshmellows.  A  ris¬ 
ing  vote  of  thanks  was  given  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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beedom  irom 
Disease 


I  ■  death  crowd  in.  In  the  deeps  of  China 
^d  India!  In  the  steeps  of  the  Dutch 
East  Indies  I  In  the  heart  of  the  jungle  and  the 
frozen  northland  I  At  the  outposts  of  civilization 
and  close  at  home  ....  disease  and  death  ride 
hard  I  Because  of  filthy  conditions,  povertied  re- 
ast^ce,  close-cramped  living,  ignorant  risks,  a 
skeleton  rattles  over  half  the  earth. 

Amidst  these  gruesome  conditions,  taking  fright¬ 
ful  chances,  our  medical  missionaries  stand  eager  to 
save.  St^d  ready — but  without  surgical  instru¬ 
ments,  without  medicine, 
without  antiseptics,  while 
people  topple  and  die.  I  I 


There  are  not  enough  of 
them  and  those  we  have 
are  poorly  equipped. 

^  Want  to  save  many 
—  UvcM  by  proxy  this  year? 

Want  to  he  as  real  a  hero 
as  if  you  rescued  a  stranger  from  drowning? 

Answer  the  World  Service  Roll  CaH, 


World  Service  incltidfs : 

Home  Mimioiu 
Foteiga  Miauona 
Chmdeii  Educadon 

Diracdon  of  Hoapiteb  and  Homes  and 
Deeconasa  Work 
Pensions  and  Relief  Supervision 
Ten^>et■nce  and  Ptohioidon 
Bible  Distribudon 


Thompson  for  entertaining  us  so  royally. —  a  few  of 
— ^L.  L.  Lloyd,  Corresponding  Secretary.  Home  Mi 

To  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Conference — ^Dear 
Coworkers:  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
year  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  dose.  Each 
district  is  asked  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  local 
presidents  and  delegates  from  charges  the  last  „ 

week  in  May,  to  be  able  to  make  a  round  re-  £,7®  “ 

port  at  the  annual  convention,  to  be  held  at  A.  . 

Indianola  in  the  month  of  June.  Let  every  i 

district  president  be  sure  to  get  in  touch  with 
her  district  superintendent  and  push  with  all  Mrs.  J. 
of  her  strength,  urging  the  co-operation  of  n  r. 
each  local  president  in  this  work.  The  Len-  i  < 

ten  season  is  here.  Let  us  remember  our  Swlel 

offering  of  this  time,  our  mite-box  collections, 
thankoffering,  scholarship  pledges,  and  all. 

Each  district  is  asked  to  raise  at  least  $200  '  - 

in  all.  And  in  the  six  districts  in  our  Con- 
ference  we  will  go  over  the  top  with  $1,2M 
to  report  in  July  to  the  home  office.  Yours 
for  the  cause. — (Mrs.)  Nettle  B.  Rooney, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

Anchorage,  Ky.—^a  Womb’s  Home  Mis-  — ^ - - - - - - 

sionary  Society  of  the  Louisville  District  met  Sunday  school  again,  after  which  we  lis- 
in  a  group  meeting  at  Anchorage,  February  tened  to  reports  from  the  delegates  from  _  .  _  ,  _ 

10,  1927.  The  district  presWent  was  in  the  the  group  meeting  held  In  Chicago,  February  this  city,  wUT  speak 

chair.  Mrs.  Lucas,  of  Jeffersontown,  and  17,  Mrs.  F.  S.  Delaney,  district  president;  Mark.”  Dr.  eT  J. 

Mrs.  Johnson,  of  LaGrange,  conducted  the  Mrs.  E.  Williams,  Mrs.  Gamble,  and  Mrs.  “ 

devotional  services.  All  present  testified.  M.  Lindsey.  AU  spoke  of  the  meeting  as  one 

Representative  from  LaGrange  was  present  of  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  group  meet- 

and  made  a  very  encouraging  report;  Jeffer-  ings.  Mrs.  S.  A.  Gamble  made  special  effort 

sontown  and  Anchoran  reported  all  depart-  at  the  group  meeting  and  at  this  meeting  to 
ments  at  work.  Mrs.  Webster,  district  corre-  bring  to  the  church  and  auxiliary  the  real 
sponding  secretary;  Mrs.  Joe  Small,  district  meaning  of  tithing.  When  this  is  done,  we 
president,  gave  the  meeting  all  information  shall  advance  the  kingdom  of  ( 
and  instruction  that  was  needed  to  put  the  speaker  gave  literature  on  tithing, 
program  over.  February  10,  1927,  will  be  sionary  work  mad<  ' 

remembered  in  the  hearts  of  the  good  people  season,  ending  on  G 
of  Anchorage.  We  were  glad  to  have  our  treasurer,  ^.26.  j 
district  superintendent  with  us  to  encourage  responded  with  a 
our  work.  The  Rev.  Shamhorguer,  of  R.  E.  who  padd  member 
Jones  Temple,  was  present  and  preached  a  Williams,  presiden 
wonderful  sermon  at  8  P.  M.  At  1  P.  M.  Mrs.  E.  Keys,  Mrs 


a  few  of  the  good  ladies  of  The  Woman’s  nie  King,  Mrs.  Sarah  Hart,  Mrs.  Ida  Henry, 
Home  Missionary  Society  gathered  in  the  and  Mrs.  Cora  Copeland.  Total,  $9.60.— Rev. 
social  hall  and  served  a  merry  group  who  F.  S.  Delaney,  Pastor;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Drom- 
had  gathered  there  around  the  table  with  mond.  Reporter, 
sharpened  appetites.  We  then  passed  to  the 

church  and  found  a  waiting  congregation,  XT  s.*_ 

eager  to  learn  of  the  work  of  The  Woman’s  OpCClfll  NOllCCS 

‘‘‘r  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Reeves 

kind  sisters  of  jg  Box  281,  Jasper,  Ala.;  formerly  R.  F.  D. 

1  Missionary  Society  ior  3,  Box  446,  Bessemer,  Ala.  ^ 

their  loyalty  in  taking  such  an  active  part  ^  ^  ,  _  _  .  i 

in  helping  to  make  this  occasion  a  success.  «  place  and  date  of  the  Waco  Districl 
—Mrs.  J.  S.  Jones,  Reporter.  Conference  have  been  chan^d  to  St.  James 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Waco,  Texas, 
Gary,  Ind.— The  Woman’s  Home  Mission-  1927.— Rev.  J.  W.  Downs,  Dis- 

ary  Society  of  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Superintendent 

Church  met  on  February  21.  The  president.  There  will  be  a  mock  General  Conference 
Mrs.  Ella  Williams,  presided.  After  song  held  in  connection  with  Warren  Methodist 
and  prayer,  the  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  Episcopal  Church,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  April 
were  read.  Those  on  the  sick  list  were  Mrs.  17-20.  Both  the  home  and  foreign  fields  of 
Young  and  Johnie  Taylor.  Miss  J.  L.  Gor-  missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
ham  suggested  taking  the  Junior  League  will  be  discussed  by  representative  bishops. 
OTf*"  to  the  home  of  Johnie  Taylor,  where  Dr.  F.  H.  Butler,  field  agent  for  the  Ep- 

worth  League,  will  be  the  principal  speaker 
on  “World-wide  Missions.”  Dr.  W.  B.  Cren¬ 
shaw,  district  superintendent  of  the  district, 
will  speak  on  “How  to  Put  the  Job  Over.” 
The  Rev.  A.  L.  Nelson,  pastor  of  Bethel, 

:  on  “Why  We  Missed  the 
Dr.  E.  J.  Cox,  pastor  of  our  great 
Centenary,  on  “Our  Task  In  Evangelizing 
the  World  for  Christ.” — Thos.  W.  Davis, 
Pastor;  Miss  Eva  Wiley,  Secretary  to  the 
Pastor. 

Inquiry 

I  am  trying  to  locate  my  father,  wliom  I 
d.  The  have  not  seen  since  1914.  He  was  then  at 
The  mis-  Greenwood,  Miss.  His  name  is  Cap  Hoskinji 
e  Lenten  his  father’s  name  was  Watt  Hoskin;  addres^ 
Report  from  Slater,  Miss.  My  mother’s  name  was  Ells* 
call  each  one  Pattin  before  marriage,  and  her  mother’s 
:ation.  Those  name  was  Sallie  Pattin.  Their  address  was 
vere  Mrs.  E.  Slater,  Miss.  Please  send  any  information 
L.  Gorham,  to  Mary  I.  Hoskin,  1620  Bond  Ave.,  East 
on,  Mrs.  Jan-  St.  Louis,  Ill. 


31W!c«l 

•vanston.  H’inp* 


_E.vanaton.  i'  sfipt 
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Personal  and  General 

— Recently  the  Southwestern  office  was  hon¬ 
ored  hy  a  brief  visit  from  Secretary  George 
N.  White,  of  the  American  Missionary  As¬ 
sociation,  and  Dr.  George  E.  Haynes,  sec¬ 
retary  Commission  on  Church  and  Race  Re- 
iations  of  Federal  Council  of  Churches,  both 
of  New  York  City. 

— The  1926  report  of  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  and  Church  Extension  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  press  and  is  now  ready  for 
distribution.  Pastors  and  others  desiring 
copies  may  obtain  them  by  writing  to  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Exten¬ 
sion,  1701  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

— Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  special  representative 
Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief,  made  a  very 
fine  impression  upon  the  Delaware  Annual 
Conference,  which  held  its  session  at  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J.,  March  80.  By  motion  of  Dr. 
Jason,  the  Conference  extended  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Dr.  Jones  for  his  addresses  and  an 
invitation  to  visit  the  Conference  again. 

—President  J.  B.  Randolph,  of  Claflin  Uni¬ 
versity,  is  sorely  bereaved  in  the  loss  of  his 
father,  who  passed  peacefully  to  his  final  re¬ 
ward,  April  6,  1927,  at  his  home,  Pass  Chris¬ 
tian,  Miss.  Funeral  ceremonies  were  held 
Friday,  8th,  account  of  which  will  be  reported 
later.  To  the  family,  the  Southwestern  ex¬ 
tends  tenderest  sympathy  and  condolences. 

— District  Superintendent  J.  S.  Scott,  of  the 
Houston  District,  Texas  Conference,  was  pre¬ 
sented  recently  with  a  purse  of  more  than 
$50  by  the  Houston  Methodist  Ministers’ 
Meeting  as  an  expression  of  their  high  regard 
and  esteem.  The  presentation,  a  complete 
surprise,  was  made  by  Dr.  A.  W.  Carr,  Dr. 
Scott’s  predecessor.  Dr.  Scott  is  a  faithful 
and  brotherly  executive,  and  the  work  of 
his  district  moves  apace. 

—During  his  stay  at  the  Washington  Annual 
Conference,  recently,  at  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
the  editor  was  most  comfortably  entertained 
in  the  cultured  atmosphere  of  the  beautiful 
home  of  Dr.  Andrew  D.  Brown,  leading  den¬ 
tist,  and  Mrs.  Brown,  of  that  city.  At 
Atlantic  City,  the  seat  of  the  Delaware  Con¬ 
ference,  Dr.  A.  L.  Martin,  resourceful  host, 
provided  happily  for  our  entertainment  at  the 
popular  commodious  Wright  Hotel. 

— Friendship  Home,  Detroit,  was  formally 
opened  on  March  16,  1927,  with  Miss  Florrena 
McGee  as  superintendent.  Dr.  Howard  A. 
Field,  district  superintendent  Detroit  Con¬ 
ference,  which  made  possible  this  remarkable 
Christian  home  for  our  colored  girls,  con¬ 
ducted  the  dedicatory  services.  Young 
women  going  to  Detroit  and  desirous  of  a 
perfectly  safe  place  of  residence,  should  cor¬ 
respond  with  Miss  McGee  at  6100  Scotten 
Avenue. 

—Mrs.  Daisy  Bulkley  Taylor,  dean  of  Gulf- 
side  School  of  Missions,  advises  us  that  one 
of  the  attractive  features  of  the  Gulfside 
School  of  Missions  will  be  a  “Gift  Shoppe,” 
maintained  to  help  defray  the  school’s  ex¬ 
penses.  Every  delegate  will  be  expected  to 
make  some  contribution  to  the  project.  All 
Queen  Esthers  and  auxiliary  members  are  re¬ 
quested  to  begin  now  to  make  articles  of 
handicraft,  hand  embroidery,  etc.,  to  bring 
with  them  to  Gulfside  for  the  week  of  August 
8-10. 

— Dr.  I.  Garland  Penn,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  Board  of  Education,  delivered 
addresses  at  District  Conferences  and  Men’s 
Councils  held  in  the  Helena  Area,  at  Minot 
and  Fargo,  N.  D.,  recently.  The  subjects 
discussed,  were:  “Methodism  a  Pioneer  in 
Negro  Uplift”;  “Interracial  Good  Will  and 
the  Essentials  of  Life  the  Negro’s  Need.” 
He  has  been  engaged  to  speak  at  the  Mich¬ 
igan  State  Epworth  League  Institute,  Albion, 
Mich.,  June  27,  on  the  subject,  “The  Con¬ 
tribution  of  the  Negro  to  Civilization.” 

— Bishop  Matthew  W.  Clair,  D.D.,  LL.D., 
dropped  us  the  following  line:  “After  a  rough 
and  stormy  voyage  of  five  weeks,  we  are 
landing  to-day — both  of  us  feeling  fine.”  The 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Clair  wintered  in  Africa, 
where  the  interests  of  our  work  there  were 


most  carefully  promoted.  The  bishop  is  wide 
awake  to  the  phases  of  our  work  as  it  is 
affected  by  the  new  developments  rapidly  go¬ 
ing  on  especially  in  Liberia,  and  seizes  every 
opportunity  possible  to  make  our  Methodism 
a  benediction  to  Africa’s  belated  millions. 
Bishop  Clair  is  heartily  welcomed  back  to 
the  States  to  resume  the  work  of  the  home 
field  in  his  important  area  embracing  great 
responsibilities  in  two  continents. 


NOTICE! 

In  accordance  with  the  provuiont  of 
the  Book  of  Discipline,  Paragrwph  S81, 
Section  X,  the  Book  Committee  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  hereby 
called  to  meet  m  annual  session  Wednes¬ 
day  morning,  April  Z7, 19S7,  in  the  Edge- 
water  Beach  Hotel,  Chicago,  III,  at  10 
o’clock. 

William  F.  Conner,  Chairman. 

Ezra  8.  Tipple,  Secretary. 


—Bennett  College  for  Women  campus  is  tp 
be  beautified,  due  to  the  loyalty  and  love  of 
the  members  of  the  North  Carolina  Confer¬ 
ence.  In  a  self-denial  effort,  which  termi¬ 
nated  on  Lincoln’s  birthday,  the  North  Caro¬ 
lina  Conference,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
district  superintendents,  Drs.  Morris,  Pass, 
Phelps,  and  Baxter,  raised  $2,630.86.  This 
amount  was  turned  over  to  President  David 
D.  Jones,  and  is  to  be  used  in  improving  and 
beautifying  the  campus.  Bishop  W.  P.  Thlr- 
kield  served  as  chairman  of  the  campaign, 
and  President  Jones  served  as  the  director. 
President  Jones,  however,  says:  “All  the 
credit  for  success  goes  to  the  ministers  and 
district  superintendents.  It  was  their  cam¬ 
paign  and  their  success,  and  we  are  very 
grateful  to  them.” 

— We  have  heard  of  no  pastoral  record  to 
surpass  that  of  the  Rev.  Arthur  D.  Wil¬ 
liams,  of  Pocahontas,  Va.  Brother  Williams 
has  only  a  small  handfull  of  members  of 
modest  means  up  in  the  mining  section  of 
Virginia,  but  they  are  a  plucky  and  proud 
Christian  group — lovers  of  their  church  and 
loyal  to  the  cause.  The  last  Sunday  in  March 
was  sacrificial  offering  day,  and  the  little 
congregation  laid  on  the  table  $3,060  without 
any  prolonged  rally  effort.  This  is  in  the 
direction  of  erecting  a  much  needed  new 
church  building,  for  which  excavation  has 
already  begun.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that 
during  four  successive  years  this  church  has 
led  East  Tennessee  Conference  in  giving  for 
benevolences,  and  for  the  last  three  years, 
within  one  month  of  the  adjournment  of  the 
Annual  Conference  session,  has  forwarded  to 
the  Chicago  office  its  total  World  Service 
assessment. 

— The  Rev.  Joseph  Griffith,  our  popular  pas¬ 
tor  at  Newnan,  Ga.,  was  happily  married  on 
Wednesday,  March  30,  1927,  to  Mrs,  Sara  A. 
Taylor,  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
J*.  W.  Linder,  146  Boulevard,  N.  E.,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.  Mrs.  Taylor  is  daughter  of  the 
late  Mr.  E.  L.  Simon,  Sr.,  and  Mrs.  Simon, 
one  of  Atlanta’s  most  highly  respected  fam¬ 
ilies.  One  sister,  Mrs.  Linder,  married  a 
prominent  family  physician;  another  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  A.  P.  Shaw,  of  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.;  still  another  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  C. 
Thompson,  superintendent  Philadelphia  Dis¬ 
trict,  Delaware  Conference.  Both  Dr. 
Griffith  and  Mrs.  Griffith  are  old  Clark  Uni¬ 
versity  products,  and  he  holds  a  diploma 
from  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  be¬ 
sides.  We  wish  them  a  long  and  happy  mar¬ 
ried  life  as  they  set  up  housekeeping  at  the 
parsonage,  72  Robinson  St.,  where  this  editor 
himself  once  lived. 

— Mr.  Davis  Gillis  Scott,  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
brother  of  Bishop  I.  B.  Scott,  died  a  few 
weeks  before  the  Christmas  holidays.  He 
was  about  eighty  years  of  age,  having  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War.  After  the  war, 
he  and  his  widowed  mother  moved  from  Ken¬ 
tucky  to  Texas,  taking  with  them  her  two 
youngest  children.  In  Texas  she  found  five 
of  her  older  children,  who  had  been  carried 
there  before  the  war.  Bro.  Scott  soon  found 
schools  to  teach  In  Brazoria  and  Caldwell 


April  7,  1927 


Counties.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  for  about  sixty  years. 
He  eventually  moved  to  California  with  the 
hope  that  the  climate  would  be  helpful  to , 
his  wife.  She  and  four  of  their  children  pre-^ 
ceded  him  to  the  glory  land,  while  two  of 
their  daughters,  Mrs.  Mattie  Nelson  and  Mrs. 
Nellie  McClannahan,  still  survive  him.  The 
bishop  spent  some  time  with  him  in  Los 
Angeles  Just  before  his  death. 

— Bishop  Robert  T.  Brown,  A.M.,  M.D.,  D.D., 
of  the  sixth  Episcopal  District,  Colored  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  residing  at  Birming¬ 
ham,  writes  us  that  they  have  met  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  General  Education  Board  for 
a  gift  of  $76,000  to  Miles  Memorial  College, 
one  of  the  leading  educational  institutions  of 
that  denomination.  The  new,  much-needed 
building  is  already  in  course  of  construction. 
Miles  Memorial  is  strategically  located  for 
promoting  Christian  education  and  for  en¬ 
hancing  denominational  prestige  in  the  Ala¬ 
bama  territory.  For  some  cause,  our  much- 
needed  and  favorably  established  Central 
Alabama  College,  destroyed  by  fire  severeal 
years  ago,  has  never  been  rebuilt,  from  which 
unfortunate  situation  our  brethren  of  another 
denomination  are  reaping  some  very  fine  and 
substantial  results.  We  congratulate  Bishop 
Brown  and  his  constituency  on  their  far¬ 
sighted  leadership  and  achievement. 


— Belated  information  has  Just  come  to  our 
desk  of  the  entering  into  eternal  rest  of  Mrs. 
Grace  Gertrude  Melear,  beloved  wife  of  our 
editorial  colleague.  Dr.  James  M.  Melear, j 
editor  of  The  Southeastern  Christian  Advo-* 
cate,  Athens,  Tenn.  We  did  not  know  her 
personally,  but  Bishop  R.  J.  Cooke  gives  this 
beautiful  picture  of  ber,  which  incites  all  sym¬ 
pathetic  hearts  to  profound  appreciation  of 
the  rare  qualities  of  her  devoted  life  and 
character:  “From  childhood  up  Mrs.  Melear 
lived  the  Christian  life.  That  life  was  as 
natural  to  her  as  the  air  she  breathed.  She 
knew  no  other.  Her  quiet  disposition,  her 
gentle  ways,  and  kindly  heart,  made  more 
beautiful  by  tenderest  affection  on  those  who 
clung  to  her  with  deepest  devotion,  made 
friends  for  God  wherever  she  lived.  Her  in¬ 
fluence  was  springlike,  bringing  out  with 
warmth  and  geniality  the  blessed  best  that 
was  in  one  and  strengthening  with  invigor¬ 
ating  courage  the  broken  in  spirit  in  the  day 
of  his  adversity.  She  was  God’s  good  gift  to 
him  who  now  sits  in  the  shadow  mourning 
for  “the  touch  of  a  vanished  hand  and  the 
sound  of  a  voice  that  is  still.”  But  God’s 
Comforter  is  still  with  us!  He  will  not  leave 
us  alone,  and  we  shall  never  be  so  little  alone 
as  when  alone  with  Him.  Doctor  Melear  will 
have  the  sympathy  of  his  brethren  throughout 
the  church  and  the  prayers  of  all  that  the 
comfort  he  brought  to  others  in  their  days  of 
grief  may  now  come  to  him  in  superabundance 
through  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,'! 
“who  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light 
through  the  gospel.” 
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Jesus  the  Nazarene 


WHATEV  EH  may  be  our  thoughts  during  this 
Easter  season,  our  thinking  centers  around  Jesus, 
the  Nazarene,  as  tlie  occasion’s  inspiration.  His 
resurrection,  and  its  meaning  in  the  scheme  of  human 
values,  is  the  immediate  theme  for  contemplation  in  the 
setting  of  the  Easter  atmosphere  now  prevalent  every¬ 
where. 

A  group  of  mysteries  is  focused  here.  Reflecting  upon 
Jesus’  resurrection,  our  thoughts  are  distributed  among 
other  kindred  themes.  Many  minds  linger  to  ponder  the 
fact  of  the  resurrection,  its  attendant  circumstances,  its 
effect  upon  the  disciples,  the  current  social  reaction 
thereto;  some  nowadays  even  questioning  whether  it  did 
actually  occur.  Still  others  to-day  are  thinking  of  the 
ascension.  Was  it  a  bodily  manifestation.?  Such,  they 
A  say,  were  impossible.  While  others  yet  go  back  in  thefr 
P  thinking  to  questions  of  the  birth  of  the  Nazarene.  Was 
He  actually  born  of  a  woman.?  Was  His  birth  of  a 
Mrgin.?  Was  He  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost.?  With 
no  less  industriousness  many  minds  are  indulging  in 
doubts  of  His  death.  They  say  He  did  not  die,  that  it  was 
a  hoax  arranged  by  His  disappointed  disciples  to  account 
for  the  failure  of  fulfillment  of  His  promises  by  their  Lord. 

Among  this  group  of  mysteries  also  is  that  of  the  per¬ 
sonality  of  Jesus.  Was  He  divine  or  was  He  human  only.? 
Could  He  be  both  human  and  divine.?  In  what  way  could 
there  be  the  combination  of  both  the  divine  and  human 
natures  into  one.?  Was  it  a  spiritual  or  metaphysical 
unity  comprised  in  this  Personality.?  Yet  other  minds 
would  question  the  existence  even  in  history  of  such 
a  person  as  Jesus,  the  Nazarene.  These  say  that  the 
Christ  of  the  Christians  is  a  myth;  that  He  ha^  developed 
from  a  nucleus  of  Christian  tradition  to  which  during 
nineteen  centuries  there  have  come  accretions  of  ideal 
ptiment  sufficient  to  give  to  the  Christian  church  the 
^full-grown  character  we  now  conceive  Jesus  to  be  his¬ 
torically.  But,  say  they,  such  a  real  Person  as  we  Chris¬ 
tians  are  wont  to  idealize  never  actually  lived.  One  of 
the  latest  books  published  treats  Jesus  as  a  “myth.” 

To  persons  who  come  up  to  this  Easter  period  with 
such  intellectual  musings  as  these,  it  were  well  to  remind 
them  that  such  concepts  and  attitudes  are  not  original, 
nor  are  they  in  any  degree  advanced  beyond  the  age-old 
skepticism  of  which  they  are  a  part.  Clearly  Jesus’  con¬ 
temporaries,  even  within  the  circle  of  His  followers,  were 
quite  as  skeptical  as  the  modem  critic  to-day  who  con¬ 
gratulates  himself  on  having  at  last  spun  out  some  theory 
which  punctures  the  Christian’s  “bubble”  of  faith.  Then, 

«s  now,  there  was  distracting  discussion  and  deep  doubt 
in  the  minds  of  many  as  to  the  facts  of  Jesus’  conception, 
through  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  a  Virgin;  of  the  genuineness 
Of  His  personality;  of  the  actuality  of  His  birth;  of  the 
t^th  of  His  resurrection  and  ascension;  and  of  the 

•efficacy  of  His  ministry  for  salvation  from  sin.  “Who,” 
said  they,  “can  forgive  sins  but  God?” 

To-day,  as  of  old,  the  Christian  holds  the  facts  of 
ue  involved  in  all  of  these  Easter  memories  and  mys- 
eries,  as  among  the  fundamentals  of  our  glorious  faith 


in  our  matchless  Christian  philosophy  of  life,  whatever 
may  be  the  unsolvable  mysteries  thereof.  And  we  chal¬ 
lenge  those,  who  do  not  believe  as  we  do,  the  story  of 
the  Christian  Eastertide,  to  commend  to  us  a  way  of  life 
more  reasonable  and  freer  from  insolvable  mysteries.  And 
more,  we  ask  those  who  differ  with  us  as  to  the  value  of 
the  facts  of  the  Easter  group  of  Christian  truth  to  offset 
our  way  of  faith  and  life  by  one  which  offers  us  such 
satisfactions  of  soul  as  does  our  faith  in  those  truths 
which  Easter  celebrates  and  thereby  emphasizes  as  of  per¬ 
manent  value  for  mankind. 

Holding  to  these  truths  that  comprise  the  entrancing 
theme  of  the  world’s  Easter  message,  the  Christian  as¬ 
serts  his  right  to  guard  the  truth  committed  to  him  with 
enthusiastic  zeal.  To  us  there  is  abundant  evidence  and 
ample  proof  of  the  claims  of  our  Christian  faith.  What¬ 
ever  may  be  the  processes  by  which  that  knowledge  is  de¬ 
rived  and  validated,  we  Christians  know  whom  we  have 
believed.  It  remains  not  for  us  to  prove  what  we  believe 
and  upon  which  we  rest  our  hope  of  salvation  and  joy 
now  and  in  the  future.  It  rather  devolves  on  the  skeptic 
to  disprove  our  Christian  faith  if  he  dares  to  deny  it. 
For  us,  the  Easter  message  is  true.  And,  until  disproven. 
It  IS  true  for  humanity.  Blasting  away  at  the  Rock  of 
Ages  has  for  nineteen  centuries  proven  a  futile  and  fruit¬ 
less  adventure  for  the  skeptic.  The  Christian’s  anchor 
holds. 

On  our  faith  in  the  truth  of  this  Easter  message  of  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus,  the  Nazarene,  are  pivoted  our  hopes 
for  humanity.  Traceable  to  this  fact  alone  is  the  per¬ 
sonal  goodness  of  men  and  the  corporate  righteousnesi  of 
society.  This  has  been  the  creative  fact  in  human  ex¬ 
perience  that  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  came  into  the  world 
and,  through  His  vicarious  ministry  of  sacrifice,  suffer¬ 
ing,  and  death,  effected  for  humanity  salvation  from  sin, 
including  the  glorious  hope  of  immortality  now  and  in  the 
hereafter.  As  one  of  the  benefits  of  this  resurrection,  Je¬ 
sus  assures  man,  “He  that  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall 
never  die.’^  Whatever  the  trappings  to  be  thrown  off,  al¬ 
lowing  for  the  bold  imagery  of  the  East,  we  cling-  to  the 
spiritual  content  of  Jesus’  message  of  assurance  to  His 
followers,  “In  my  Father’s  house  are  many  mansions.  I 
go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  I  will  come  again  and 
receive  you  unto  myself,  that  where  I  am,  there  you  may 
be  also.”  Assuming,  as  we  do,  on  adequate  evidence,  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus,  the  Christian’s  faith  demands  the 
fact  of  His  glorious  immortality  through  the  triumphant 
resurrection  of  Jesus. 

In  the  absence  of  such  a  Christ-inspired  hope,  human¬ 
ity  sinks  down,  shorn  of  inspiration,  void  of  satisfaction, 
and  in  the  darkness  of  crushing  despair.  The  highest 
wisdom  still  dictates  that  “If  in  this  life  only  we  have 
hope,  we  are  of  all  men  most  miserable.”  Jesus’  struggle 
with  death  and  the  grave  was  to  the  end  that  He  thus 
might  make  possible  for  mankind  a  sure  escape  from 
spiritual  despair. 

In  the  final  analysis,  men’s  faith  as  to  security  of 
their  hopes  rests  with  the  assurance  of  the  Easter  mes- 
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sage.  Men  do  not  believe  there  is  salvation  from  any 
other  quarter  than  by  way  of  the  cross.  This  is  true, 
though  they  may  not  yield  their  wills  to  accept  that  way 
of  faith  and  conduct.  Many  men  believe  the  truth  of  the 
Easter  story,  but  prefer  to  live  contrary  to  their  faith. 
It  is  no  argument  against  the  value  of  the  Christian  way 
of  life,  that  frequently  men  do  not  adopt  that  way  as 
their  mode  of  living.  It  is  rather  a  matter  of  will  than 
of  faith.  For  it  is  a  common  fact  of  human  experience 
that  men  give  credence  to  principles  and  facts  by  means  of, 
and  in  accordance  with,  which  they  are  not  willing  to  live. 

Frankly  facing  the  group  of  insolvable  mysteries 
brought  to  the  fore  in  our  Easter  meditations,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  realizes  this  as  an  occasion  for  higher  hopes  because 
the  centuries  have  disclosed  no  defects  in  the  truths  of  our 
message,  but  a  stronger  undertone  of  confidence  in  wider 
circles  of  human  thought  in  the  ability  of  Jesus,  the 
Nazarene,  to  satisfy  every  spiritual  aspiration  and  need 
of  the  human  heart.  As  His  resurrection  from  the  grave 
is  celebrated  by  spiritual  festivities,  so  Jesus,  the  Naz¬ 
arene,  is  emerging  from  more  or  less  faint  to  bolder  out¬ 
lines  in  the  consciousness  of  mankind. 

On  the  same  day  that  He  arose  from  the  grave,  Jesus 
breathed  upon  His  disciples  and  said,  “Receive  the  Holy 
Spirit.”  Easter  is  the  season  not  merely  for  revelry  in 
reassurances  of  the  triumph  of  Jesus  as  divine,  but  it  is 
equally  the  time  for  spiritual  endowment  of  the  believers 
that  we  may  be  more  effective  in  making  Jesus’  triumph 
a  fact  in  human  relationships.  It  should  be  said  of  the 
Christian  and  of  the  church  during  this  Easter  season  that 
we  have  received  afresh  the  Holy  Spirit — the  spirit  of 
purging,  of  renewed  dedication,  the  spirit  of  sacrificial 


ministry.  The  Easter  message  from  the  lips  of  Jesus  is, 
“Receive  the  Holy  Spirit.”  Not  argument,  but  endue- 
ment,  is  the  function  of  the  Easter  season.  The  world 
can  perhaps  out-argue  the  Christian  logically,  but  the  ' 
world  should  not  be  able  to  outlive  the  Christian  spirit¬ 
ually.  Argument  about  Jesus  is  effete.  Living  the  Spirit- 
filled  life  in  Jesus  is  vital,  contagious.  To  this  end  was, 
and  should  be,  the  Easter  drama. 

Having  received  the  Holy  Spirit  and  thus  having  our¬ 
selves  been  reassured  of  the  value  of  Jesus  for  human  life, 
we  are  then  to  go  out  among  men  equipped  of  Jesus  in 
like  manner  as  He  had  been  clothed  upon  by  the  Father. 
“As  the  Father  sent  me,  I  also  now  send  you.”  Easter 
therefore  means  spiritual  endowment  for  larger  service 
to  mankind.  Going  out  from  the  atmosphere  of  Easter¬ 
time,  the  disciple,  as  his  risen  Lord,  M'ill  meet  the  two 
dominant  types  of  human  character  in  society  to-day.  He 
will  encounter  the  Thomases  of  doubt  and  the  Marys  of 
despair;  tlie  one  worshipping  at  the  shrine  of  cold,  crass 
materialism ;  the  other  crushed  and  broken  bj'  despair 
brought  on  by  flippant  irreverence  toward  the  ideals  held 
as  invaluable  by  the  followers  of  Jesus. 

To  both  doubter  and  despairer,  the  Easter  message 
from  the  lips  and  conduct  of  the  Spirit-filled  disciple  who 
has  seen  his  risen  Lord  contains  all  that  is  necessary  for 
assurance  and  satisfaction.  To  all  classes,  at  this  Easter¬ 
tide,  Jesus,  the  Nazarene,  speaks  with  ample  assurance. 
He  says,  “I  am  he  that  was  dead,  and  am  alive  for  ever¬ 
more.  He  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet 
shall  he  live.  He  that  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall 
never  die.”  Above  the  noises  of  men,  thus  speaks  Jesus, 
the  Nazarene. 


Echoes  from  the  Florida  Conference 

By  the  Rev.  S.  P.  Pratt 


The  Florida  Conference  is  part  of  the  Atlanta  Area 
of  the  great  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  is  the  effi¬ 
cient  leader.  The  area  has  in  its  confines  the  St.  Johns 
River  Conference,  the  Savannah  Conference,  the  South 
Carolina  Conference,  Florida  Conference,  and  South 
Florida  Mission  Conference.  There  are  several  colleges 
and  institutions  of  learning  scattered  throughout  the  area 
as  beacon  lights  for  the  express  purpose  of  disseminating 
Christian  education  to  all  denominations,  with  Clark  Uni¬ 
versity,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  M.  S.  Davage,  president ;  Epworth 
Seminary,  Epworth,  Ga.,  W.  H.  Patten,  principal;  Mt. 
Zion  Seminary,  Mt.  Zion,  Ga.,  Mrs.  Herbert  N.  Howard, 
president;  Claflin  College,  Orangeburg,  S.  C.,  J.  B.  Ran¬ 
dolph,  president;  Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  George  H.  Trever,  president ;  and  Bethune- 
Cookman  College,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  Mrs.  Mary  M. 
Bethune,  president.  In  this  area  there  are  seven  Annual 
Conferences ;  twenty-seven  districts ;  918  churches ;  468 
preachers;  86,666  members;  874  Sunday  schools;  6,895 
Sunday-school  teachers;  61,036  Sunday-school  members; 
268  Epworth  League  Chapters ;  8,969  Epworth  Leagues, 
with  4,286  Junior  Leagues;  290  parsonages,  with  $6,- 
294,827  in  church  property,  plus  $737,166  in  parsonage 
property. 

The  episcopal  headquarters  are  located  at  63  Ponce 
de  Leon  Avenue,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  with  The  Methodist  Advo¬ 
cate-Journal,  at  Athens,  Tenn. ;  The  Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,  631  Barronne  Street,  New  Orleans,  La. ; 


The  Epworth  Herald,  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  III. 
These  papers  are  criterions  of  the  area. 

In  this  area  can  be  found  some  as  loyal  Methodists- 
as  there  are  in  the  world.  Beginning  with  the  sexton  of 
the  most  humble  meeting  house  of  the  area,  up  to  the 
bishop,  you  will  find  this  loyalty. 

The  personnel  of  the  area,  beginning  with  the  bishop 
and  his  cabinet,  are  all  men  of  fine  temperament  and  loyal 
Christian  devotion,  that  adds  to  the  dignity  of  the  area. 
As  for  Florida,  the  work  goes  forward,  not  by  leaps  and 
bounds,  but  by  a  steady  increase  not  on  a  phenomenal  or¬ 
der,  either,  but  enough  to  know  that  progress  is  being 
made  along  all  lines. 

The  Jacksonville  District,  of  which  the  writer  is  a 
member,  is  led  by  the  stalwart  Dr.  Henry  William  Bartley, 
the  efficient  superintendent  of  many  years.  He  is  sup¬ 
ported  in  his  activities  by  every  man  of  the  Jacksonville 
District.  At  our  last  Annual  Conference  it  was  clearly 
demonstrated  that  Dr.  Bartley  was  a  favorite  among  the 
ministers,  and  that  he  had  the  work  well  in  hand. 

Every  man  was  returned  to  his  former  charge,  not  a 
single  change  in  the  district.  This  is  the  way  for  brethren 
to  dwell  together  in  unity,  for  in  unity  there  is  strength. 

All  the  churches  of  the  Jacksonville  District  will  lay 
on  the  altar  on  Easter  Sunday  their  entire  assessment 
for  World  Service.  The  good  Bishop  Richardson  willi 
doubtless  attend  some  of  the  services  during  Easter.  Hfr 
is  a  big  brother  and  a  friend  to  humanity,  more  especially 
to  the  ministers. 
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W  Easter  Sunrise 

There  was  produced  in  London  last  year  a  striking 
little  play  by  Thomas  Wilby  entitled  “Seven 
o’clock.”  In  the  play  a  gathering  of  all  sorts  and 
conditions  of  women  are  discovered  in  what  to  outward 
appearance  is  a  very  hard  prison  under  the  surly  do¬ 
minion  of  a  grim  gaoler.  Each  night  at  seven  o’clock  one 
of  the  prisoners  is  led  away,  presumably  to  execution ; 
and  the  play  presents  us  with  the  different  bearing  of  the 
varied  characters  under  this  suspense.  It  resembles  a 
scene  in  the  Paris  jails  during  the  French  Revolution. 
Each  victim  is  led  out,  not  to  the  stake  after  all,  but  to 
freedom  and  the  fresh  air.  The  prison  door  is  never 
really  locked,  the  grim  gaoler  is  only  a  sheep  in  wolf’s 
clothing. 

With  this  play  there  was  no  key  to  its  symbolism  given 
but  it  serves  very  suggestively  as  a  picturization  of  men’s 
ideas  of  death  and  what  the  great  Easter  truth  does  to 
release  life  from  fear.  All  that  miraculous  transforma¬ 
tion  of  life  seems  to  be  expressed  in  that  first  word  of  the 

•  risen  Jesus,  “Hail !”  In  the  language  of  today  that 
“Hail”  of  Jesus’  would  be  equivalent  to  “Good  morning.” 
Indeed,  that  is  the  word  with  which  Goodspeed  translates 
Jesus’  salutation  “Hail!”  It  means  that  the  night  of 
fear,  of  unhealed  heartache  is  over.  It  is  morning,  morn¬ 
ing  forever,  and  eternal  sunrise. 

That  is  the  meaning  of  Easter — “Good  tnorningl" 
And  because  of  that  one  best  morning  so  long  ago  every 
day  may  and  should  witness  an  Easter  sunrise.  For  the 
power  of  the  risen  Christ  enables  us  to  bring  that  radiant 
“Good  morning !”  into  every  day. 

After  Nanking 

The  appeal  of  numerous  Chinese  commercial  or¬ 
ganizations  in  Shanghai,  sent  to  the  government 
in  ^Vashington,  is  one  which  should  receive  the 
fullest  sympathy  and  response  from  the  peojile  of  Amer¬ 
ica.  After  expressing  deep  regret  for  the  Nanking  inci¬ 
dent  the  statement  concluded :  “We  urge  patience  and  con¬ 
tinued  confidence  in  the  Chinese  people.”  Patience,  re¬ 
straint  and  clearheadedness  are  indeed  the  needs  of  the 
hour  in  regard  to  China.  There  should  be,  of  course,  no 
minimizing  the  critical  character  of  the  days.  Situa¬ 
tions  full  of  impending  danger  are  to  be  found  in  many 
parts  of  China.  The  missionaries  and  the  churches  back 
of  them  are  facing  a  staggering  test  of  their  faith  and 
endurance.  But  while  all  this  is  true,  the  situation  may 
be  made  infinitely  worse  by  hasty  or  careless  actions  on 
the  part  of  foreign  military  and  naval  forces. 

The  newspapers  report  lots  of  talk  about  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  “strong”  action.  When  this  word  “strong” 

18  examined  it  frequently  is  found  to  mean  nothing 
more  than  precipitate  action  due  to  aroused  anger  and 
national  pride  or  a  feeling  of  revenge.  If  these  feel¬ 
ings  are  allowed  to  have  full  play  they  will  inevitably 
result  in  greater  disaster.  An  action  which  would  look 
strong  to  a  militaristic  mind,  such  as  premature  firing 
or  provocative  display  of  force,  might  be  the  weakest 
A  thing  that  could  be  done  in  the  situation.  For  it  would 
play  directly  into  the  hands  of  the  Communist  element  and 
break  down  the  force  of  those  in  the  nationalistic  armies 
struggling  to  keep  order  and  avoid  violence.  At  the 
present  writing  the  announcement  of  President  Coolidoe 


that  “joint  command  between  the  United  States  and  other 
powers  will  not  be  engaged  in,”  is  very  welcome. 

Amid  the  perplexity  of  the  situation  some  obvious  con¬ 
siderations  well  deserve  pondering. 

1.  The  United  States  should  not  allow  itself  in  any 
manner  to  be  saddled  with  complicity  in  defending  a 
political  and  economic  status  quo  in  China  from  which 
other  powers  have  reaped  advantages  but  which  our  coun¬ 
try  did  not  establish,  and  has  not  shared  in  and  which  it 
does  not  like.  There  will  be  doubtless  efforts  made  to 
saddle  us  with  the  burdens  of  other  powers  and  it  will  be 
very  poor  statesmanship,  whether  on  the  part  of  an  ad¬ 
miral  or  any  other  official,  which  allows  our  country  to 
be  used  to  pull  Great  Britain’s  chestnuts  out  of  the  fire. 

2.  Deeply  as  the  loss  of  life  resulting  from  the  riots 
in  Nanking  is  regretted,  and  serious  as  the  situation  is, 
nevertheless  fairness  will  compel  American  opinion  to 
admit  that  the  responsible  Chinese  nationalist  armies’ 
commanders  have  acted  to  restrain  violence.  This  is 
borne  out  by  the  reading  of  the  news  dispatches  in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  headline  writers.  Read  many  of  the  headlines 
and  you  get  the  impression  that  China  has  run  amuck  and 
that  fire,  murder  and  assault  are  the  usual  thing,  and  that 
the  nationalist  army  itself  is  actively  engaged  in  the 
slaughter.  Yet  if  we  read  carefully  through  the  dis¬ 
patches  they  give  the  lie  to  these  scare  headlines. 

3.  Up  to  the  present  time  the  full  story  of  the  incident 
at  Nanking  has  not  yet  been  told.  Many  who  know  China 
best,  with  years  of  experience  enabling  them  to  interpret 
events,  have  yet  to  be  convinced  that  the  shelling  of  Nan¬ 
king  by  American  troops  was  absolutely  necessary.  They 
are  not  persuaded  that  it  was  not  a  hasty  action  unneces¬ 
sary  to  save  life  and  one  which  will  have  very  serious  con¬ 
sequences. 

4.  Anyone  who  seeks  a  real  knowledge  of  the  Chinese 
situation  should  remember  that  there  is  now  flowing  into 
this  country,  mainly  by  means  of  signed  dispatches,  one 
of  the  most  pernicious  streams  of  distorted  propaganda 
that  has  been  turned  loose  in  recent  years.  This  propa¬ 
ganda  is  directed  against  the  Chinese  nationalists.  It  is 
appearing  steadily  in  some  of  the  leading  and  best  trusted 
newspapers  in  the  United  States.  Here  is  one  sample 
from  a  correspondent:  “The  Canton  government  by  dis¬ 
avowing  responsibility  for  the  killing  and  looting  of  for- 
eigners  in  Nanking  has  turned  definitely  and  murderously 
anti-foreign.”  That  statement  appeared  in  news  columns, 
but  it  is  not  news.  It  is  simply  an  interpretation  of  news. 
Likewise  is  the  statement  of  another  correspondent  that 
“the  nationalist  movement  is  a  ghastly  tragedy” ;  a  state¬ 
ment  followed  by  an  open  appeal  to  the  United  States 
and  other  powers  to  make  war  on  Chinese  nationalism. 
Then  follows  the  statement  that  for  sheer  ridiculousness  is 
hardly  to  be  matched,  “by  taking  the  field  aggressively 
an  American  army  could  re-establish  the  missionaries  as 
well  as  the  business  men.” 

Much  complaint  has  been  made,  in  particular,  against 
the  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Times,  Frederick 
Moore.  His  interpretation  of  the  situation  as  regards 
Christian  missions  in  China,  for  instance,  has  been  gro¬ 
tesque.  It  evidently  comes  from  an  extensive  ignorance 
of  the  whole  situation.  No  one  with  real  knowledge  could 
cook  up  such  fiction  as  Mr.  Moore  presents  day  by  day. 

In  addition  to  that  there  seems  to  be  a  rabid  anti-Chinese 
animus  running  through  his  correspondence.  L. 
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The  Garden  Tomb 

By  Minna  McEuen  Meyer 


Early  in  the  morning 
of  our  last  day  in  Je¬ 
rusalem  we  started 
from  a  place  near  the  temple 
site  to  travel  once  again  the 
Via  Dolorosa.  We  knew 
very  well  that  the  streets  of 
the  present-day  city  are 
built  on  the  ruins  of  the  city 
which  Jesus  knew,  and  which 
had  been  completely  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  Romans.  We 
also  knew  that  no  evidence 
exists  to-day  as  to  the  exact 
location  of  the  various  sta¬ 
tions  of  the  Cross,  the  place 
of  the  crowning  with  thorns, 
or  the  place  where  the  burden 
became  too  heavy  for  the  suf¬ 
ferer  and  was  lifted  to  the 
shoulders  of  another.  But 
we  did  know  that  somewhere 
near,  Jesus  had  borne  His 
cross  to  Calvary,  and  the 
way  we  were  traveling  seemed 
sacred  to  us  because  of  the  many  pilgrims  who  have  trav¬ 
eled  it,  hoping  thereby  to  enter  more  closely  into  the  fel¬ 
lowship  of  His  sufferings  and  to  pay  homage  to  our  Lord. 
From  the  open  streets  upon  which  the  Eastern  sun  shone 
with  tropic  heat  we  passed  into  the  narrow  path  between 
the  food  bazaars,  a  path  always  dark  and  wet.  Finally  we 
emerged  in  front  of  the  ancient  Crusader  Church  of  the 
Holy  Sepulcher. 

Was  this  really  the  place  of  the  crucifixion  and  burial 
of  Jesus.?  No  one  to-day  can  answer  that  question.  The 
selection  of  this  site  dates  back  to  the  time' shortly  after 
the  meeting  of  the  great  ’Church  Council  at  Nicaea  in 
326.  Constantine,  who  had  embraced  Christianity  in 
the  year  306,  attributed  his  victory  in  battle  to  the 
power  of  the  Cross,  the  figure  of  which  he  had  had  placed 
on  the  flags  borne  by  his  army.  He  then  determined  to 
find  the  sites  of  the  crucifixion  and  the  resurrection  and 
erect  churches  over  them.  Bishop  Macarius  was  com¬ 
missioned  to  find  these  sites. 

We  do  not  know  how  the  bishop  was  led  to  the  hill 
on  which  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulcher  now  stands. 
Of  course,  with  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  the  Chris¬ 
tians  had  gone  elsewhere,  and  when  that  small  company 
which  was  found  in  Jerusalem  about  the  year  326  or 
327  returned,  perhaps  there  were  very  few  among  them 
who  knew  the  place  of  the  tomb.  Up  to  the  time  of  Con¬ 
stantine  no  writer  makes  mention  of  the  tomb,  and  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  veneration  for  it — the  devotion 
of  the  little  company  of  Christians  having  been  directed 
to  the  living  Christ. 

The  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulcher 

Bishop  Macarius  decided,  however,  that  the  site  of 
the  tomb  of  Jesus  was  beneath  the  temple  of  Aphrodite, 
which  the  Roman  Emperor  Hadrian  had  erected.  When 


this  temple  was  removed;  a 
Jewish  tomb  was  found  be¬ 
neath,  and  in  a  cavity  of  the 
rock  a  short  distance  away 
— 280  feet,  to  be  exact — 
there  were  found  three 
crosses.  When  Constantine 
received  this  report  he  or¬ 
dered  the  erection  of  two 
churches,  one  over  the  tomb, 
and  the  other,  a  larger  and 
more  expensive  edifice,  higher 
on  the  hill,  over  the  place 
where  t^  crosses  had  been 
discovered.  These  churches 
remained  even  when  Jerusa¬ 
lem  was  captured  by  the  Per¬ 
sians  in  614,  and  later  by 
the  Moslem  Caliph  Omar  in 
636;  but  in  1010,  when  Ca¬ 
liph  Hakim  took  the  city, 
they  were  almost  destroyed. 
In  1099  came  the  crusaders, 
who  repaired  and  enlarged 
the  Church  of  the  Holy 
Sepulcher  and  connected  it  with  the  church  oh  Mt.  Cal¬ 
vary,  making  one  edifice. 

To  one  visiting  Jerusalem  to-day  the  location  of 
ihe  church  does  not  seem  to  corree-  with  the  de¬ 
scription  given  in  the  gospel  stories,  as  it  is  within  the 
walls  rather  than  outside ;  but  many  archaeologists  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  old  wall  of  Jerusalem  extended  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  direction,  and  that  the  site  of  the  present  church 
was  outside  the  original  wall. 

As  early  as  the  year  764,  however,  some  Bible  stu¬ 
dents  began  to  express  doubt  as  to  the  authenticity  of 
this  traditional  site.  Various  other  places  were  sug¬ 
gested,  and  finally,  in  1842,  a  hill  north  of  the  city  was  | 
mentioned  as  the  most  probable  site.  In  1867,  the  tomb, 
henceforth  to  be  known  as  “The  Tomb  of  the  Garden,” 
was  discovered  on  the  side  of  the  hill.  This  site  has  often 
been  called  Gordon’s  Calvary. 

We  talk  of  some  of  these  events  as  we  wander  through 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulcher.  We  turn  away  from 
the  glare  of  the  forty-three  gold  lamps  that  hang  from 
the  ceiling  of  that  tomb.  We  pass  the  great  figure  of 
the  Christ,  crowned  with  glittering  jewels  instead  of 
thorns,  and  that  statue  of  Mary  which  some  pious  pil¬ 
grim  has  recently  presented  with  a  gold  wrist  watch ; 
and  then  we  go  out  once  more  into  the  open  square.  We 
wend  our  way  along  the  street  that  leads  through  the 
Damascus  gate  and  out  where  a  rounded,  skull-shaped 
hill  lifts  its  sad  head.  From  dark-eye  sockets  it  seems 
to  gaze  over  the  city.  In  the  solid  rock  of  this  hill  long, 
long  ago  was  carved  a  tomb.  In  the  garden  about  it 
are  trees  and  flowers  and  singing  birds.  If  this  is  not  a 
the  place  “where  they  laid  Him,”  it  must  have  been  a  j 
place  very  like  this.  Great  peace  hovers  over  the  garden. 
“He  is  not  here,  he  is  risen,”  we  seem  to  hear  the  refrain. 
Yes,  and  in  our  hearts  He  is  risen  again. 
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“Death  Could  Not  Hold  Him” 

An  Easter  Meditation 

By  James  C.  Baker 

Pastor  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Urbana,  Illinois 


Death  cannot  hold  Him”  is 
the  inevitable  exclamation 
when  we  stand  by  the  grave 
of  those  whom  we  have  honored,  or 
loved  and  revered.  Such  spiritual 
values  and  being  must  be  conserved. 
They  cannot,  they  must  not,  be  lost. 
Emerson  spoke  for  the  deep  heart  of 
humanity  when  he  wrote  after  the 
death  of  his  boy: 

“What  is  excellent 
As  God  lives,  is  permanent ; 

Hearts  are  dust,  hearts’  loves  remain ; 
Heart’s  love  will  meet  thee  again.” 

This  conviction  of  his  young  manhood 
increased  in  strength  through  the  ma¬ 
ture  days  of  his  life.  “Death  cannot 
hold  my  beautiful  boy,”  said  Emerson. 

As  Emerson  felt  about  his  “beauti¬ 
ful  boy,”  so  the  historian  Buckle  about 
his  mother.  Confessing  his  belief  in 
immortality,  he  said  that  no  mere 
argument  had  much  weight  with  him, 
but  thdt  when  he  remembered  his 
mother,  he  could  not  disbelieve  in  it. 
As  he  thought  of  the  richness  and  worth 
of  her  life,  his  cry  was,  “Death  cannot 
hold  my  mother.” 

The  English  poet,  Wilfred  Gibson, 
is  far  from  being  a  sentimentalist;  but 
when  his  fellow  poet,  Rupert  Brooke,  died,  Gibson  did 
not  tolerate  the  thought  that  he  had  ceased  to  be.  In 
the  heart  of  a  rarely  beautiful  poem  we  find  these  words : 

“Though  now  beyond  earth’s  farthest  hills  you  fare. 
Song-crowned,  immortal,  sometimes  it  seems  to  me 
That  as  I  listen  quietly. 

Perhaps  I’ll  hear  a  light  foot  on  the  stair. 

And  see  you,  standing  with  your  angel  air. 

Fresh  from  the  uplands  of  eternity.” 

“Death  cannot  hold  Rupert  Brooke,”  sang  his  friend 
Gibson. 

There  is  a  Vast  deal  of  superficial  talk  by  some  who 
deny  immortality.  Swinburne  professed  to  rejoice 

“That  no  life  lives  forever ; 

That  dead  men  rise  up  never.” 

There  is  a  jauntiness  about  others  as  they  assume  superior 
mentality,  or  breadth  of 
view,  or  even  richer  altru¬ 
ism  because  they  deny  a 
future  life. 

Now  a  man  may  in  all 
honesty  conclude  that  the 
evidence  is  against  a  future 


life  and  may  accept  the  verdict  for  him¬ 
self  with  equanimity  and  even  uncon¬ 
cern.  But  when  he  confesses  a  like 
evenness  of  spirit  and  lack  of  concern 
though  the  great  souls  of  the  race  and 
of  his  own  fellowship  pass  out  into  dark¬ 
ness  and  cease  to  be,  then  he  seems  to 
me  to  be  lacking  both  in  heart  and  in 
intellect.  Life  simply  does  not  make 
sense  on  that  basis. 

W^e  would  Indeed  have  in  our  uni¬ 
verse  “the  economy  of  a  madhouse.” 

Nor  are  we  helped  a  whit  by  any  post¬ 
ponement  of  the  ultimate  blackness  of 
doom  by  talk  about  biological  continu¬ 
ities,  or  the  immortality  of  influence 
or  the  immortality  of  values.  This  is 
a  mere  trick  of  the  imagination,  and 
the  horror  is  only  more  appalling  be¬ 
cause  added  riches  of  beauty,  honor, 
love,  and  character  have  been  accu¬ 
mulated  for  the  final  tragedy. 

Let  a  man  deny  immortality  even 
for  humanity’s  bravest  and  best  if  he 
must  but  for  the  sake  of  mental  and 
moral  decency,  let  him  not  make  his 
denial  raucously,  jauntily,  or  with 
even  “brief  thanksgiving.” 

II 

“Death  cannot  hold  me,”  is  the 
prophetic  affirmation  by  the  great  multitude  of  human¬ 
ity’s  noblest  spirits  concerning  themselves.  They  have 
“felt  through  all  this  earthly  dress,  bright  shoots  of 
everlastingness.”  Facing  death,  they  will  to  live,  and  to 
live  endlessly.  Further  they  intended  to  live.  There  is 
an  unconquerable  vitality  within  them  which  refuses  death 
and  claims  life. 

Biography  is  full  of  illustrations  for  us  here.  Philos¬ 
opher  and  prophet,  poet  and  scientist,  man  of  medita¬ 
tion  and  man  of  action,  join  in  saying,  “Call  me  not 
dead  when  I  have  gone  into  the  company  of  the  ever- 
living.” 

We  have  a  lovely  picture  in  the  lives  of  two  very  noble 
men  of  this  intention  of  going  on  in  a  letter  which  Charles 
Kingsley  wrote  to  his  wife  while  on  a  visit  to  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.  “Yesterday,”  he  says,  “in  Boston,  dear 
old  Whittier  called  oh  me,  and  we  had  a  most  loving  and 
like-minded  talk  about  the  other  world.” 

There  are  those  who  say 
that  such  desire  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  for  an  endless  life 
is  selfish.  There  is  no  bet¬ 
ter  answer  than  to  see  in 
the  record  of  biography 
that  it  is  not  the  mean  and 
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selfish,  the  slack  and  easy-going  natures  that  have  the 
most  vivid  and  vibrant  sense  of  the  life  that  cannot  end. 
Rather  it  is  those  who  have  great  loves,  who  have  found 
causes  worth  living  for,  and  who  have  spent  themselves 
for  the  common  good,  who  will  not  tolerate  the  thought 
of  their  own  extinction. 

William  James,  early  in  his  life,  said  that  he  did  not 
have  much  personal  interest  in  immortality.  However, 
when  asked  about  it  in  later  years,  when  his  life  was 
growing  richer  and  more  serviceable,  he  answered : 
“I  find  my  interest  in  personal  immortality  growing 
stronger.”  When  asked  “Why,”  his  answer  was,  “Because 
I  am  just  getting  ready  to  live.”  Apparently,  the  greater 
one’s  idealism,  one’s  devotion  to  truth,  to  goodness  and 
to  beauty,  the  stronger  is  one’s  zest  in  existence  and  the 


to  all  men  the  reasonableness  of  the  Easter  gospel  about 
Jesus.  “Surely  death  cannot  hold  such  a  one”  is  the 
inevitable  exclamation  as  one  stands  by  His  rocky  tomb. 

There  is  a  beautiful  illustration  of  this  in  John  Mase-  < 
field’s  “Trial  of  Jesus.”  After  the  crucifixion  Procula, 
the  wife  of  Pilate,  and  Longinus,  the  centurion,  talk  to¬ 
gether  : 

Peocula:  “Do  you  think  He  is  dead?” 

Longinus:  “No,  lady,  I  don’t.” 

Peocula:  “Then,  where  is  He?” 

Longinus:  “Let  loose  in  the  world,  lady,  where  neither 
Roman  nor  Jew  can  stop  His  truth.” 

Then  the  living  risen  Jesus,  Himself,  appears  and 
speaks  beautiful  words  which  are  as  true  to  His  character 


greater  the  probability  of  one’s  desire 
existence. 


We  return  to  the  his-  ; 
torical  remark  of  our  text.  ; 
^‘Death  covld  not  hold  Him”  \ 
is  Peter’s  exclamation  con-  :  9/ 
cerning  Jesus.  It  is  a  central  ;  J  \ 
conviction  of  all  the  New  Tes-  ^  \ ‘ 
tament  writers.  What  had  ■  T  ' 
happened  at  the  grave  of  ^  jutt 
Jesus  under  the  Syrian  skies 
had  wrought  an  indestructi¬ 
ble  belief  in  their  hearts:  “Christ  is 
risen,  He  is  risen  indeed.  Death  could 
not  hold  Him.”  This  is  our  Easter 
gospel.  It  has  been  and  is  the  stead¬ 
fast  belief  of  the  Christian  Church. 

The  historical  event  which  made 
the  first  Easter  is  the  more  easily 
credible  as  we  recall  such  great  human 
facts  as  have  already  been  emphasized 
in  this  brief  meditation. 

First,  Jesus,  Himself,  in  “the  days 
of  his  flesh”  belonged  in  the  company 


to  continue  in  and  mission  as  they  are  beautiful.  The  closing  lines  are : 

^ - brothers,  I  make  the 

V  world  one  kin; 

'  n  ll/  K  1  Open  your  hearts  and  let  me 


^  "-v-" 


The  Seed  is  in  the  Clod 

By  William  L.  Stidoeb 

The  seed  is  in  the  clod,  my  friend, 

The  sun  is  in  the  sky; 

The  world  may  rock  with  ruthlessness. 
But  Ood  is  standing  by. 

The  fog  has  settled  down,  O  world. 

The  traveler’s  trail  is  dim; 

The  night  is  starless  as  the  tomb 
Along  the  world’s  wide  rim. 

But  faith  is  still  alive,  alert. 

And  love  is  everywhere; 

In  every  broken  heart  that  lifts 
Amid  its  gloom,  a  prayer t 


That  the  reign  of  my 
Father  may  begin 
And  the  grave’s  gates  be 
sealed.” 


You  remember  how,  in 
Browning’s  picture  of  John’s 
death,  the  little  knot  stood  round  and 
watclied  him  sinking  lower  and  yet 
lower,  till  the  flame  of  life  flickered, 
and,  as  it  seemed,  went  out.  And  at 
that  a  blankness,  cold  as  a  crawling 
sea-mist,  filled  their  hearts.  For  the 
last  of  those  who  had  known  Christ 
was  gone;  and  there  was  no  one  left 
now  who  could  say :  “I  saw,”  “I 
heard.”  And,  much  as  these  had  told 
them,  how  much  they  had  carried  with 
them  unrecorded,  lost  to  a  world 


of  those  who  in  the  midst  of  life  say, 
“Death  cannot  hold  me.”  We  read 
the  Gospels  and  see  how  He  lived  in 
the  intention  and  expectancy  of  going 
on.  He  was  willing,  for  our  sa,kes,  to 
lay  down  His  life,  but  He  intended  to 
take  it  again.  “God,”  He  said,  “is 
not  the  God  of  the  dead  but  of  the 
living,  for  all  live  unto  Him.”  He 
predicted  his  own  death,  but  almost  in 
the  same  breath  He  spoke  of  His 
resurrection.  Hanging  upon  the 
Cross  there  is  no  uncertainty  in  His 
statement  to  the  penitent  thief:  “To¬ 
day  thou  shalt  be  with  me  in  para¬ 
dise”;  nor  in  His  final  cry,  “Father, 
into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit.” 
“Death  cannot  hold  me”  was  expressed 
in  the  habit  of  His  life  even  more  force¬ 
fully  than  in  His  spoken  words.  His 
conduct  revealed  His  steadfast  belief. 

Second,  the  insistent  human  cry 
for  the  conservation  of  spiritual  char¬ 
acter  and  worth  comes  to  its  height  in 
the  presence  of  the  death  of  Jesus. 
The  supreme  worth  of  Jesus  testifies 


And  hope  still  strums  its  single  string, 
A  lonely  star  still  gleams; 

And  music  such  as  angels  sing 
Still  sounds  along  our  dreams. 

Still,  kindliness  unfolds  her  wings 
Along  life’s  somber  skies; 

And  charity  wipes  wistful  tears 
From  this  world’s  weeping  eyes. 

__  W orld^brotherhood  is  still  alive, 

Though  stricken  to  the  sod; 

It  waits  amid  the  mire  and  mud 
To  hear  the  shout  of  Ood  I 

"Arise,  ye  stricken  dreams  of  men!’’ 
Ood  calls  from  shore  to  shore; 

"O  brotherhood  of  human  kind. 

Arise  from  death  once  more!” 

The  seed  is  in  the  clod,  my  friend. 

Nor  shall  it  ever  die; 

Thou  weak  and  worthless  human  wrecks. 
In  abject  sloth  we  lie. 

The  seed  of  hope,  and  faith,  and  love 
Of  brotherhood  sublime, 

Wcu  shot  into  our  frames  in  faith 
Before  the  dawn  of  time. 

The  rose  shall  blossom  from  the  muck 
In  His  good  time  and  day; 

The  seed  is  in  the  clod,  oh  world. 

And  Ood  shall  have  His  way! 


greedy  for  any  crumb  of  Christ.  So 
it  was  desperately  they  kept  seeking, 
seeking  to  coax  back  a  tiny  spark  to 
the  heart  not  yet  cold ;  tried  this,  tried  i 
that,  in  vain.  Till  a  lad,  stung  with 
the  splendor  of  a  sudden  thought,  ran 
for  the  gospel,  found  the  place,  and 
read,  “I  am  the  Resurrection  and  the 
Life.”  Whereat  the  seemingly  dead 
man  sat  up,  hearing  again  his  Lord’s 
authoritative  voice,  and  poured  out 
all  his  soul  in  one  last  glorious  talk. 
And  Christ  is  here.  If  only  we  expect 
that,  credit  that,  believe  that,  we 
should  go  our  way  with  a  new  enthu¬ 
siasm,  a  new  purpose,  a  new  power 
within  us,  no  longer  dead  but  living, 
eager,  well,  yes,  with  a  whole  new 
glorious  chapter  added  to  the  ever¬ 
growing  gospel  that  records  the  won¬ 
ders  He  did  here  for  us  to-day.  I 
promise  it,  says  Christ.  It  must  be  . 
so,  if  My  touch  really  fall  on  you.  ^ 
For  I  am  Resurrection,  I  am  Life. 

— ^A.  J.  Gossip,  in  Th£  Galilean 
Accent. 
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The  Religious  Situation  in  Mexico 


By  Bishop  Francis  J.  McConnell 


NO  DOUBT  all  the  readers  of  our  Methodist  papers 
are  by  this  time  familiar  with  the  outstanding 
features  of  the  religious  situation  in  Mexico.  We 
have  read  of  the  drastic  laws  under  which  religious  or¬ 
ganizations  now  have  to  work  in  Mexico — the  difficulties 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  incorporation  of  religious  bodies, 
the  obstacles  to  landholding  which  churches  must  face, 
the  definite  restriction  of  primary  education  to  secular 
agencies,  the  opposition  to  foreign  religious  teachers  and 
preachers — to  say  nothing  of  the  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  state  to  regulate  the  details  of  ecclesiastical  adminis¬ 
tration,  such  as  the  number  of  religious  workers  to  be 
employed  in  a  given  territory;  or  of  the  virtual  censor¬ 
ship  of  the  utterances  of  church  officials  on  political  and 
social  questions.  The  anti-ecclesiastical  laws  are  not 
themselves  new.  The  constitutional  provision  that  limits 
the  holding  of  property  by  ecclesiastical  organizations 
reaches  back  to  1857 ;  and  the  more  severe  provisions 
p  governing  the  conduct  of  ecclesiastical  institutions  are 
a  part  of  the  laws  passed  at  Queretaro  at  the  climax 
of  the  revolutionary  effort  in  1917.  Neither  Carranza, 
who  was  instrumental  in  having  the  1917  anti-ecclesias- 
tical  laws  passed,  nor  Obregon,  who  followed  Carranza 
in  the  Mexican  presidency,  pushed  the  execution  of  the 
laws  with  any  especial  vigor.  Both  these  presidents  w'ere 
more  concerned  with  the  handling  of  the  agrarian  than 
of  the  ecclesiastical  reforms.  W^hen  Calles  came  to  power, 
he  seemed  to  feel  that  other  questions  were  far  enough 
along  to  warrant  him  in  taking  up  the  ecclesiastical  prob¬ 
lem  with  some  thoroughness. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  all  these  laws  are  aimed  chiefly 
at  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  I  have  very  good  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  that  they  are  wholly  aimed  at  Roman 
Catholicism,  for  just  after  the  laws  were  passed.  Presi¬ 
dent  Carranza  told  me  personally  that  they  were  so 
aimed,  and  that  the  other  religions,  “religiones”  was  his 
word,  had  nothing  to  fear.  In  fact,  however,  the  laws 
^  are  being  put  into  force  quite  impartially. 

Protestant  Attitude  to  the  Mexican  Government 

Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  say  that  the  Protestants 
have  from  the  first  tried  to  discover  the  requirements  of 
the  laws  and  to  adjust  themselves  to  those  requirements. 
Out  of  this  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  Protestants  has 
come  an  approach  to  mutual  understanding  between  Prot¬ 
estant  ecclesiastical  authorities  and  Mexican  State  au¬ 
thorities,  which  seems  to  have  obviated  the  likelihood  of 
serious  friction.  For  example,  in  my  relation  to  the 
Mexico  Annual  Conference,  which  met  at  Pachuca, 
Mexico,  February  16,  I  was  careful  not  to  do  anything 
which  savored  of  the  exercise  of  authority.  Following 
the  wise  course  of  Bishop  Miller,  I  did  not  preside  either 
at  Conference  sessions  or  at  cabinet  meetings,  though 
I  took  enough  advantage  of  the  permission  given  me  to 
say  anything  I  had  in  mind  to  say — all  on  the  open 
I  _  Understanding  that  the  Conference  could  take  or  leave 
I*  u>y  advice  as  they  saw'  fit. 

The  observance  of  the  law  requires  the  consideration 
of  some  fine  legal  points — consideration  which  is  a  good 
deal  of  annoyance,  but  nothing  more  serious  than  annoy¬ 


ance.  I  discovered  that  it  was  permissible  for  me  to  take 
a  Methodist  bishop’s  part  in  ordination,  because  in  our 
system  the  bishop’s  part  is  purely  formal,  the  effective 
power  being  lodged  in  the  action  of  the  Conference  it¬ 
self  in  electing  preachers  to  orders.  It  became  necessary 
for  three  of  our  ordained  men  to  surrender  their  parch¬ 
ments  and  become  laymen,  inasmuch  as  they  are  teach¬ 
ing  school  in  the  grades  in  which  the  law  insists  that 
the  instruction  shall  be  given  by  laymen. 

The  legal  problems  in  connection  with  our  various 
properties  have  not  yet  been  worked  out,  but  adjustments 
are  in  process  with  the  knowledge  and  co-operation  of 
government  authorities  themselves.  It  is  easy  to  see 
that  in  so  delicate  a  situation  much  depends  on  the  spirit 
of  the  interpreters  of  the  law.  A  change  of  political 
administration  in  Mexico  might  bring  a  more  liberal  in¬ 
terpretation  or  a  stricter  interpretation.  There  is  danger 
to  the  churches  also  from  the  intense  spirit  of  national¬ 
istic  patriotism  that  burns  furiously  in  some  quarters. 
When  the  news  reached  this  country  that  the  Mexican 
law  would  permit  the  denunciation  of  foreign  religious 
properties  and  their  forced  sale,  many  of  us  thought  that 
this  would  open  a  door  for  all  forms  of  spiteful  perse¬ 
cution  of  religious  organizations.  The  danger  here, 
however,  proves  to  be  not  so  much  from  anybody’s  per¬ 
sonal  meanness  as  from  an  over-inflamed  patriotism.  We 
have  only  to  recall  the  orgy  of  spying  on  one  another  in 
which  we  indulged  in  the  United  States  in  war  times  to 
realize  how  the  same  exaggerated  loyalty  to  country  may 
work  in  Mexico.  Still,  I  do  not  think  the  danger  is  great. 
Such  denunciation  of  foreign  property  is  a  legally  ex¬ 
pensive  process,  and  the  denouncer  himself  has  to  stand 
a  heavy  share  of  the  expense.  A  more  serious  embarrass¬ 
ment  is  that  the  present  law  can  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  any  worthwhile  discussion  of  social  themes  from 
the  pulpit. 

Nationalism  and  Religion 
Looked  at  abstractly,  such  interference  by  the  state 
in  religious  activities  is  bad.  There  is  abroad  in  the 
world  to-day  altogether  too  much  of  the  spirit  that  would 
make  tlic  state  supreme  over  the  church,  rather  than 
leave  each  supreme  in  its  field.  In  truth,  the  state  itself 
has  become  the  object  of  religious  worship  with  multi¬ 
tudes  of  persons  who  are  indifferent  to  the  church.  Even 
inside  church  circles  I  know  scores  of  persons  in  the 
United  States  who  are  much  more  devout  toward  the 
flag  than  they  would  ever  think  of  being  toward  any  dis¬ 
tinctively  religious  object  whatsoever.-  There  are  even 
a  good  many  ministers  in  our  land  who  can  remain  per¬ 
fectly  calm  when  the  most  sacred  conceptions  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  are  attacked,  but  who  blaze  with  holy  wrath  at 
anything  which  seems  to  them  like  sacrilege  in  an  atti¬ 
tude  toward  the  nation.  There  are  many  of  us  to  whom 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  much  more  to 
be  revered  than  are  the  Holy  Scriptures.  A  year  or  two 
ago,  in  a  krmon  in  New  York  City,  I  thought  I  was 
on  good,  safe,  patriotic  ground  in  quoting  a  remark 
which  Bishop  Simpson  made  during  the  Civil  War;  “Nail 
the  United  States  flag  as  high  as  you  please,  but  nail 
it  beneath  the  Cross.”  This,  of  course,  had  no  reference 
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to  an  organized  church.  Nothing  that  I  have  ever 
said  has  been  more  bitterly  attacked.  A  bright  New 
York  editor  discovered  that  I  was  trying  to  overthrow 
the  Republic. 

Mexican  Sentiment  Concerning  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church 

In  Mexico,  however,  the  problem  of  the  relation  of 
church  and  state  cannot  be  looked  at  in  the  abstract. 
No  matter  who  is  to  blame,  the  controlling  forces  in 
Mexico  are  convinced  that  during  the  long  four  cen¬ 
turies  since  the  conquest  of  Cortes,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  has  sought  to  control  the  state,  and  that  not 
by  the  method  of  open  discussion  merely,  but  by  processes 
w’hich,  in  the  hands  of  other  organizations,  would  be  pro¬ 
nounced  strictly  secular.  When  I  use  the  term  “con¬ 
trolling  forces,”  I  do  not  refer  only  to  the  governmental 
authorities  actually  in  control.  I  mean  to  include  that 
large  body  of  Mexican  sentiment  which  renders  it  safe 
for  the  state  authorities  to  take  their  present  stand 
against  the  Roman  Catholic  organization.  I  made  this 
same  statement  some  time  ago  before  a  semi-public  group. 
A  rather  intense  Roman  Catholic  arose  and  demanded 
that  I  give  proofs  that  the  Roman  authorities  ever  have 
sought  by  secular  methods  to  control  Mexico.  My  re¬ 
ply  was,  and  is,  that  I  am  not  trying  to  prove  any  such 
charge  against  Roman  Catholicism.  All  I  am  doing  is 
reporting  on  what  the  sentiment  of  Mexico  itself  seems 
to  me  to  be.  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  is  much  injustice 
in  the  Mexican  handling  of  the  Roman  Catholic  problem, 
but  I  see  no  relief  for  Roman  Catholicism  in  Mexico 
except  as  Rome  convinces  Mexico  that  she  genuinely  de¬ 
sires  the  separation  of  church  and  state,  and  not  the 
control  of  the  state  by  the  church  through  the  pressure 
of  measures  which  in  other  circles  would  be  called  po¬ 
litical. 

Problems  Catholicism  Faces  in  Mexico 

The  Roman  Catholics  certainly  are  not  looking  to 
me  for  any  advice,  but  I  think  they  themselves  needlessly 
add  to  their  own  difficulties  south  of  the  Rio  Grande.  In 
the  first  place,  Rome  would  lose  nothing  by  consenting 
to  recall  enough  of  the  foreign  priests  to  take  all  point 
out  of  the  charge  that  the  church  seeks  to  dominate 
Mexico  by  foreign  agencies.  From  all  I  am  able  to  learn, 
the  native  Mexican  priests  are  better  anyhow  than  those 
sent  in  from  abroad.  At  least  they  seem  to  stand  higher 
in  the  estimation  of  the  communities  among  whom  they 
work.  Again,  the  Roman  authorities  would  do  better 
not  to  try  to  justify  everything  that  the  Roman  Church 
has  done  from  1520  until  now.  It  is,  of  course,  wholly 
unjust  for  Protestants  to  attack  Roman  Catholicism  for 
the  cruelties  of  the  Spanish  regime  in  Mexico,  for  the 
Protestants  were  not  particularly  dovelike  during  the 
same  period.  In  the  judgment  of  many  competent  stu¬ 
dents,  Spanish  slavery  was  milder  than  English.  Many 
of  the  old-time  Spanish  ecclesiastics  were  no  doubt  bad 
enough,  but  Las  Casas  is  without  a  superior  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  entire  church  since  the  days  of  the  apostles, 
for  his  devotion  to  the  elemental  human  rights — and 
Las  Casas  was  a  Roman  Catholic  in  every  breath  that  he 
drew.  Of  course,  I  know  that  Roman  Catholic  theory 
forbids  Roman  Catholics  going  very  far  in  admitting  mis¬ 
takes  on  the  part  of  the  church,  but  if  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olics  would  just  find  a  way  to  say  that,  granting  for  the 
sake  of  the  argument,  their  predecessors  ancient  and  re¬ 
cent  made  mistakes  in  Mexico  in  times  past,  but  that 


they  themselves  would  embark  on  a  new  policy  for  the 
days  to  come,  confining  themselves  to  the  use  of  such 
spiritual  instruments  as  full  and  open  discussion  for  what¬ 
ever  influence  they  may  think  necessary  to  exert  on  the 
state,  they  would  find  many  of  their  troubles  on  the  way 
to  a  solution.  Once  more,  Roman  Catholics  need  to 
remember,  as  we  all  do,  that  hurling  epithets  will  not  solve 
the  Mexican  problem.  Within  a  week  I  have  read  in  a 
Catholic  journal  a  reference  to  “Calles  and  his  ruffians.” 
Mexico  is  the  last  place  on  earth  to  hope  to  succeed  by 
calling  names.  Finally,  the  cessation  of  religious  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  church  in  Mexico,  to  such  a  degree  as 
the  Roman  authorities  now  seem  to  be  countenancing,  is 
fraught  with  peril  to  Catholicism.  Very  intelligent  ob¬ 
servers  in  Mexico  tell  me  that,  whereas  the  Roman  Catli- 
olic  adherents  were  at  first  desperately  disturbed  at  the 
cessation  of  religious  effort,  a  large  majority  of  them 
now  seem  to  be  adjusted  to  the  change.  Many  of  the 
Roman  Catholics' may  make  the  discovery  that  they  can 
get  albng  without  the  church. 

Religious  Opportunity 

I  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  am  not  writ¬ 
ing  any  of  this  in  an  untroubled  mood.  I  know  too  well 
what  happens  in  Mexico  when  Roman  Catholics  become 
indifferent  to  their  church  without  making  connection 
with  some  other  religious  organization.  Protestantism 
has,  throughout  Mexico,  rendered  an  astonishingly  fine 
qualitative  service.  But,  quantitatively  speaking,  there 
has  not  yet  been  time  enough,  or  money  enough,  to  make 
large  mass  conquests  for  the  Protestant  form  of  belief. 
The  result  is  that  when  the  Roman  Catholic  breaks  witli 
his  church  he  is  likely  to  fall  outright  into  atheism.  One 
of  the  most  pathetic  features  in  the  Mexican  situation 
is  the  wistful  eagerness  with  which  some  of  the  leaders 
in  Mexico’s  political  and  educational  circles  look  upon 
the  human  serviceableness  of  the  Protestant  churches. 
Some  of  these  leaders  say  outright  that  they  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  in  God,  but  that  they  do  believe  in  humanity,  and 
they  ask  if  there  is  some  way  in  which  they  can  support 
Protestantism  for  its  human  usefulness  without  accept¬ 
ing  its  thought  of  the  Divine.  I  am  aware  that  there 
are  many  persons  in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  in 
Mexico,  who  increasingly  recognize  the  human  usefulness 
of  the  church,  but  who  deny  any  validity  to  Christianit3'’s 
thought  of  God.  I  certainly  would  not  refuse  any  such 
persons  any  opportunities  the  church  can  give  them ;  but 
if  the  church,  in  any  of  its  branches,  ceases  to  utilize 
its  growing  understanding  of  human  values  for  an  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  nature  of  God  Himself,  its  grasp  on 
those  human  values  itself  will  soon  weaken.  The  religious 
task  in  Mexico  and  the  United  States  is  a't  this  point  one 
and  the  same,  namely  to  make  the  character  of  God  as 
revealed  in  Christ  an  effective  force  in  the  relations  of 
men  to  one  another. 

PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

Open  your  heart,  open  your  mind. 

If  ye  bind  your  souls  it  is  Me  ye  bind ; 

Ask  of  Me :  seek,  and  ye  shall  find ; 

Knock,  and  behold  the  door  shall  yield. 

O  brothers,  I  make  the  world  one  kin ; 

Open  your  hearts  and  let  Me  in,  { 

That  the  reign  of  My  Father  may  begin 
And  the  grave’s  gates  be  sealed. 

— John  Masefield  :  The  Trial  of  Jesus. 
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Some  Thoughts  on  the  Cross 

By  E.  Adolph  Haynes 


TIM£  has  again  brought  us  to  the  season  set  apart 
by  Christians  for  special  meditation  on  “the  pas¬ 
sion  of  our  Lord.”  VVe  are  supremely  grateful  for 
such  reminders  of  the  most  extreme  sacrifice  ever  offered 
or  perfected.  It  is  a  commendable  thing  that  Methodism 
is  laying  emphasis  upon  the  fact  that  “Good  Friday” 
and  “Easter”  are  “holy  days,”  and  not  mere  “holidays.” 
1  his  helps  us  to  give  the  season  more  than  a  passing 
thought.  We  feel  with  a  positive  degree  of  certainty 
that  the  founder  of  Methodism,  John  Wesley,  would  open 
his  eyes  with  grieved  surprise  if  he  could  come  back  and 
note  the  meager  observance  we  give  to  these  great  days 
of  the  calendar.  He  would  look  on  with  bated  breath  at 
the  composure  with  which  local  church  officials  condone 
and  in  so  many  instances  foster  the  use  of  these  formerly 
revered  days  as  seasons  of  secular  festivities  believed  by 
Methodism  (Par.  69)  to  “demoralizingly  furnish  the  first 
easy  steps  to  the  total  loss  of  character.”  If  there  is 

•  any  “Red  Letter  Day”  in  the  year  at  all  it  is  “Good  Fri¬ 
day,  the  day  of  the  Saviour’s  finished  offering  for  our 
sins.  Passion  Week  brings  to  our  minds  how  much  the 
Saviour  of  mankind  wrought  on  our  behalf. 

The  Physical  Pain 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  physical  pain  Jesus 
endured — His  illegal  trial  on  that  black,  inky  night ;  His 
brutal,  heartless,  humiliating  scourging, inflicted  byPilate, 
who  pandered  to  prejudice;  His  scarlet  robe.  His  crown 
of  thorns.  His  scepter — mock  emblems  of  royalty — His 
final  excruciating  torture  of  crucifixion.  These,  if 
thought  about  at  all,  should  stand  in  our  imagination  as 
symbolic  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  anguish  that  was 
His.  It  was  this  latter  that  made  the  Via  Dolorosa  a 
veritable  “way  of  sorrow”  to  His  aching  feet. 

Love  iind  Sympathy 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  death  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  divines  and  teachers  of  all  ages  have  sought 
for  some  adequate  theory  of  all  it  has  meant  to  human 
life;  but  so  far  we  know  very  little  more  than  “it  was 
foi  us  He  hanged  and  suffered  there.”  At  Calvary  we 
learn  the  lesson  of  supreme  love  and  genuine  sympathy. 
The  cross  lias  many  guises,  many  ways  of  accomplishing 
its  redemptive  ministry  in  the  lives  of  men.  It  is  more 
than  the  bringer  of  joy.  It  has  a  more  profound  mission. 

In  Calvary  its  witness  is  one  of  agony  and  pain  which  was 
endured  even  to  that  awful  moment  when  there  was  wrung 
from  the  lips  of  the  Saviour  the  heart-piercing  cry,  “My 
God,  my  God,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken  me !”  It  was  a 
unique  spectacle  of  loye  in  anguish,  and  glaringly  reveals 
the  secret  of  Christ’s  power  to  save.  His  is  a  love  that 
‘‘endureth  all  things,”  that  was  willing  to  “taste  of  death” 
if  by  so  doing  perishing  humanity  would  be  enabled  to 
drink  deeji  of  the  cup  of  life  eternal. 

The  Burden  of  Iniquity 

Did  Jesus  do  any  more  than  reveal  God’s  love,  and 
take  all  human  sorrow  into  His  own  heart.?*  Surely  tliere 
Was  something  deeper  than  this,  something  infinitely  more 
tragic.  It  is  expressed  in  the  words  used  of  the  “suffering 
servant”  in  the  ])rophecy  of  Esaias — “the  Lord  hath  laid 


on  Atm  the  iniquity  of  us  all.”  Because  of  this  awful 
emphasis  on  the  burden  of  iniquity  we  cannot  afford  to 
overlook  the  unique  importance  attached  to  His  death. 
The  institution  of  “the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper” 
is  a  permanent  and  perpetual  reminder  of  the  crowning 
act  of  that  matchless  life  whose  years  had  been  one  long 
sacrifice.  As  we  stand  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  and 
mark  His  agony  as  He  bows  under  the  shade  of  the  olive 
trees  we  cannot  believe  the  mere  fear  of  physical  death 
was  the  cause  of  such  intense  sorrow.  Such  a  thought 
is  blasphemous  and  dishonoring  in  the  extreme.  When 
we  follow  Him  through  the  rude  scenes  of  the  judgment 
hall,  and  walk  by  His  side  to  Golgotha,  we  cannot  but 
feel  as  we  stand  before  the  cross  that  we  stand  before 
something  ten  thousand  times  more  appalling  than  phys¬ 
ical  death.  For  the  first  time  in  life  the  full  realization 
of  Isaiah  s  words  grip  us,  “He  was  wounded  for  our  trans¬ 
gressions  ;  he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities :  the  chasti.se- 
ment  of  our  peace  was  upon  him ;  and  with  his  stripes  we 
are  healed.”  We  cannot  but  admit  that  it  is  a  cardinal 
mistake  to  dwell  on  the  physical  aspects  of  His  death, 
for  such  low  ground  helps  us  to  divert  the  mind  from  what, 
after  all,  are  the  main  source  and  character  of  the  suffer¬ 
ings  of  our  Lord.  “Nature  herself  drew  a  veil  over  the 
face  of  the  sun”  during  His  last  agony.  One  cannot  but 
become  overwhelmingly  freighted  with  the  idea  that  the 
real  nature  of  His  pain  and  anguish  lies  in  the  fact  that 
for  one  fearful  moment  the  Saviour  became  obsessed  with 
the  final  consequence  of  sin — “.separation  from  God.” 

I  hat  is  the  blackness  of  inky  darkness  which,  if  a  man 
experience,  it  were  better  for  that  man  that  he  had  never 
been  born.  That  is  the  true  death  Jesus  “tasted  for 
every  man.”  A  great  physician  has  told  us  that  the 
physical  symptoms  of  Christ’s  death  indicate  that  He 
died  literally  of  a  broken  heart.  If  God  had  not  forsaken 
Him,  and  peremptorily  separated  Himself  from  Him,  the 
Saviour  of  mankind  would  have  lingered  many  more  hours. 
But  God’s  ^‘forsaking”  was  more  than  He  could  endure 
and  live.  He,  therefore,  laid  down  His  life.  He  offered 
Himself  up  at  a  great  cost,  yet  it  was  purely  voluntary. 
He  was  not  “punished,”  neither  was  God  “angry”  with 
Him ;  nay,  rather,  God  was  “well  pleased,”  for  loye’s  re- 
deertiing  work  was  done — Jesus  had  sayed  His  people 
from  their  sin.  Marvelous!  Result  compelling! 

Our  Work  Remains 

The  return  of  Passion  Week  reminds  us  that  we  are 
called  to  be  His  even  as  He  is  ours.  He  has  won  the 
victory;  He  has  tasted  death  for  us;  He  has  paid  the 
redemptive  price.  Our  work  remains.  He  has  braved  the 
ignominy  of  the  cross  that  we  might  enjoy  the  distinction 
of  the  crown.  Everything  shall,  on  bended  knee,  pay 
homage  to  Him ;  all  creation,  intoxicated  with  joy,  shall 
fall  prostrate  at  His  feet;  all  peoples,  kindreds,  tribes, 
and  tongues  overflowing  with  love  shall  hail  Him  King  and 
conjointly  ^>roclaim  that  “Jesus  Christ  is  Lord  to  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father.”  Then  shall  we  fully  realize 
that  through  His  death  we  jiarticipate  in  His  life,  and, 
redeemed  by  His  grace,  stand,  squirming  with  delight, 
in  the  ever-blazing  light  of  the  “glory  of  God  the  Father.” 

CLARKSBURG,  W.  VA. 
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Another  Pioneer  Falls  Asleep  in 
the  Arms  of  Jesus 

By  the  Rev.  Julius  M.  Hayden 

HE  Rev.  T.  *F.  Williams  was  born  in  Varsailles, 
Ky.,  January  12,  1855.  He  died  Saturday,  March 
12,  1927.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Florence  Grif¬ 
fin,  of  Louisville,  Ky.  Their  relation  was  that  of  a  de¬ 
voted  wife  and  husband.  He  entered  the  ministry  in  1890, 
when  the  days  were  dark  and  opportunities  very  small. 
Bishop  D.  A.  Goodsell  ordained  him  in  1894.  His  record 
shows  that  he  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Lexington 
Annual  Conference,  and  served  the  same  with  credit.  Be¬ 
cause  of  health  conditions,  the  Rev.  Williams  took  a  re¬ 
tired  relation  and  held  his  membership  in  Simpson  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Quarterly  Conference,  of  which  he  was 
a  faithful  member  until  the  end  came.  Too  much  cannot 
be  said  about  these  pioneer  fathers,  who  have  endured 
hardness  as  good  soldiers,  and  thereby  blazed  a  way  for 
this  almost  new  generation.  He  believed  in  giving  his 
time,  talent,  and  money  to  the  church  in  order  to  help 
speed  the  Kingdom  to  the  ends  of  all  the  earth.  He  was 
stricken  in  1908;  confined  since  July,  1926.  Many  years 
passed  by,  within  which  he  could  not  speak,  but  could 
make  others  speak  and  smile  by  pointing  them  towards 
the  Kingdom.  The  funeral  service  was  held  from  Simp¬ 
son  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  with 
the  Rev.  S.  H.  Sweeney,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Indianapolis  District,  in  charge.  Dr.  E.  A.  White,  his 
pastor,  delivered  the  oration  from  St.  John  14. 

“Servant  of  God,  well  done;  rest  from  thy  loved  employ, 

The  battle  fought,  the  victory  won,  enter  thy  Master’s  joy. 

The  voice  at  midnight  came,  he  started  up  to  hear, 

A  mortal  arrow  pierced  his  frame;  he  fell,  but  felt  no  fear.” 

Ministers  present:  The  Revs.  H.  W.  Simmons,  W.  H. 
Riley,  J.  C.  Hayes,  H.  B.  Mays,  T.  R.  Printis,  T.  S.  Mc- 
Morris,  C.  T.  Parker,  M.  S.  Johnson,  Charles  Jones,  J. 
W.  White,  S.  H.  Sweeney,  E.  A.  White,  and  J.  M. 
Hayden. 

Methodism  in  Houston 

By  Dr.  J.  H.  Lovell 

OUSTON  Methodists  have  been  highly  favored 
within  the  last  few  weeks  by  the  presence  and  in¬ 
spirational  utterances  of  distinguished  visitors. 
Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones,  the  heroic  leader  of  the  New 
Orleans  Area,  reached  Houston  from  the  West  early  one 
morning,  and  at  11  o’clock  he  addressed  the  ministers  of 
the  district  at  Mallalieu  Church,  and  was  honor  guest  at 
a  noon  luncheon  given  at  the  parsonage  by  Pastor  F.  D. 
Mayes  and  his  people.  He  conferred  with  Superintendent 
Newton,  of  the  Navasota  District,  and  others.  At  4 
P.  M.  he  talked  to  a  group  of  representative  laymen  at 
St.  James  Church,  where  also  a  delightful  repast  was 
served  by  Pastor  T.  S.  Pryor  and  his  people.  A  confer¬ 
ence  was  held  with  the  board  of  trustees  of  Trinity  Church 
and  the  pastor,  J.  H.  Lovell,  touching  a  proposition  as 
to  a  change  in  the  location  of  the  church  and  consequent 
readjustments.  Then  followed  dinner  at  the  residence  of 
Miss  S.  Cristopher,  and  a  conference  with  another  group 
of  ministers.  Finally  comes  the  big  mass  meeting  at  Trin¬ 
ity  Church  and  the  popular  address  by  Bishop  Jones,  cli¬ 
maxed  with  a  collection  of  more  than  $100  for  the  exten¬ 


sion  work  at  Waveland.  Bishop  Jones  and  the  Houston 
people  were  happy  as  he  took  leave  of  the  city  at  11  o’clock 
that  night. 

Just  a  week  prior  to  the  bishop’s  visit  a  Cultivation* 
Conference  was  conducted  at  Triftity  Church  for  the 
upper  portion  of  the  Houston  District  by  Dr.  W.  A.  C. 
Hughes,  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Ex¬ 
tension,  assisted  by  Dr.  R.  Gammon  Morris,  of  the  Rural 
Department,  and  Prof.  T.  B.  Echols,  of  the  faculty  of 
Samuel  Huston  College.  A  representative  group  of  lay¬ 
men  joined  the  ministers  in  this  meeting,  and  all  were 
deeply  moved  by  the  lectures,  the  chart  demonstrations, 
and  the  inspirational  addresses  given  by  the  earnest 
workers. 

Two  weeks  before  the  Cultivation  Conference,  Dr.  J. 
W.  E.  Bowen,  Sr.,  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary, 
came  to  Houston  as  the  guest  of  the  Methodist  Ministers’ 
Meeting,  and  delivered  his  popular  address  on  “Social 
Changes”  before  a  representative  audience  in  the  audi¬ 
torium  of  Trinity  Church.  The  “boys”  in  South  Texas 
were  happy  to  greet  ^and  to  hear  their  erstwhile  friend 
and  professor,  now  a  venerable  sage  and  theologian,  a 
profound  scholar,  and  an  inimitable  orator. 

Houston  is  a  rapidly  growing,  thriving  city.  With 
the  wonderful  agricultural  and  oil  resources  of  this  sec-  ^ 
tion  of  the  State,  the  excellent  port  facilities  and  railway 
connections,  Houston  bids  fair  to  take  its  place  at  an 
early  date  as  the  metropolis  of  the  great  Southwest. 

The  Empty  Pew 

‘‘  V  MPTY  pews  are  the  fault  of  the  preacher,”  is 
■  1  .  a  common  remark.  The  remark  may  be  true, 
but  it  is  certainly  opposed  to  old-fashioned  ideas 
of  what  a  church  is  for.  The  notion  that  the  church 
can  attract  only  when  the  preacher  is  attractive — when 
all  sorts  of  people  are  drawn  irresistibly  to  hear  him 
when  he  talks — signifies  that  the  people  who  in  that  case 
fill  the  church  are  there,  not  for  worship  but  for  enter¬ 
tainment.  Under  that  interpretation  the  churches  be¬ 
come  very  much  like  other  places  of  entertainment.  They 
require  their  “talent”  and  their  manager.  If  these 
are  inferior,  the  pews  are  empty.  That  is  (under  this 
theory  of  the  reason  and  foundation  of  church  attend-  j 
ance)  all  there  is  about  it.  ' 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  is  not  the  doctrine  in 
which  our  fathers,  or  even  our  elder  brothers,  were  brought 
up.  The  good  old  New  England  idea  was  that  one  should 
go  to  church  “whether  or  no.”  In  some  sense,  the  more 
terrible  the  preaching,  the  greater  was  the  obligation. 
Sermons  two  hours  long,  made  up  of  theological  subtle¬ 
ties  which  not  one  in  ten  of  the  congregation  could  under¬ 
stand,  and  delivered  in  the  coldest  winter  weather  in  un¬ 
heated  churches,  were  no  deterrent  to  attendance.  No 
preacher  was  bad  enough  to  empty  his  pews.  If  to  listen 
to  his  sermons  was  a  mortification  of  the  flesh,  so  much 
the  better.  Except  in  this  possibly  inverse  relation,  his 
attractions  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  performance  of 
a  sacred  duty.  .  .  .  There  really  must  be  something 

else  in  the  case  than  mere  preaching  ability  in  the  pulpit. 
It  would  seem  that  there  must  be,  if  the  church  is  to  be 
a  real  church,  the  powerful  lodestone  of  conviction,  of 
emotion,  of  reverence,  of  awe,  of  the  passion  of  worships 
of  all  the  things  that  join  to  make  what  we  call  religion. 
These  will  help  solve  the  problem  of  church  attendance. — ■ 
Boston  Transcript. 
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Sll  n  /-I  o  -ir  CJ  ^  rf-v  ^  1  T  ^  The  Significance  of  the  Voict.  So,  then,  the 

LI  1 1  L-1  d  V  ll^  C  ll  O  d  1  I  J  ^  ^  Cl  n  vision  showed  that  both  the  law  and  prophecy 
^  O  o  W  1 1  (symbolized  by  Elijah)  had  paid  homage  to 

IirnEWATiovAi.  Smia  Jesus,  and  had  yielded  their  place  henceforth 

to  Him.^  No  wonder,  therefore,  Peter  heard 
By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer  spiritual  voice  which  Jesus  ha'd  heard  at 

His  baptism.  (Compare  Mark  1.  11  with  9.  7. 
In  the  former  case  the  voice  spoke  directly 

PETER  AT  THE  TRANSFIGURATION 

SECOND  QUARTER.  LESSON  IV.  APRIL  24  “TWs  ”)  The  “him”  should  be  em- 

a  ■  ,  T  ^  phatlc.  It  means  that  henceforth  Je»u$  is  to 

Scnpture  Lesson— Mark  9.  2-19;  2  Peter  the  men  with  him  heard  the  voice  (Acts  instead  of  either  the  law  or  proph- 

^  9-  7) ;  while  Paul  says  that  only  he  himself  ^7  former  times,  should  there  be  any  con- 

We  said  in  our  last  lesson  that  if,  as  Mat-  >'eard  it  (Acts  22.  9).  There  is  no  intellec-  P*®*'  between  them.  The  teaching  of  Jesus  is 

M^arlr  an#1  T  T _  .  fiiat  .._.4 _ a. _ J* _  i  «  R  'fn  aimAl*ecs/l<k  oil 


-  IQ  — .  -  9  -  -A  me  iiicii  wiiii  nim  neara  tne  voice  (Acts  saaobeau  vi  luc  law  ur  prupn- 

^  9-  7) ;  while  Paul  says  that  only  he  himself  t'ry  former  times,  should  there  be  any  con- 

We  said  in  our  last  lesson  that  if,  as  Mat-  >'eard  it  (Acts  22.  9).  There  is  no  intellec-  between  them.  The  teaching  of  Jesus  ii 

thew,  Mark,  and  Luke  imply,  Jesus  did  not  difficulty  in  understanding  how  such  dis-  ^“ceforth  to  supersede  all  former  teaching 

confess  His  Messiahship  until  the  event  of  crepancies  might  occur  without  any  intention  supreme, 

that  lesson,  we  could  better  understand  the  the  part  of  anyone  to  mislead.  Doubt-  huston  college. 

incident  in  our  present  lesson.  We  are  now  Peter  was  the  best  prepared  psycholog-  _ 

to  see  how  that  is  so.  ically  for  the  vision,  as  it  is  evident  that 

Psychological  Background  of  the  Trans-  greatest  spiritual  and  intellectual  MlSsionarv  Intf'TTI'rptfltinn 

figuration.  We  are  told  that  after  the  still-  practical  initiative  of  all  the  dis-  XluerpreiAllOn 

ing  of  the  storm  by  Jesus  the  disciples  were  I*  was  he  to  whom  God  had  revealed  Lesson-  for  Sukdat,  April  24,  1927 


- TV  R.,  lli/V 

to  see  how  that  is  so. 

Psychological  Background  of  the  Trans 
figuration.  We  are  told  that  after  the  still 

J _ J.1 _ _A_  1  •» 


Missionary  Interpretation 

ing  of  the  storm  by  Jesus  tlie  disdples  wdre  I*  was  he  to  whom  God  had  revealed  Lesson-  for  Sukdat,  April  24,  1927 

struck  with  profound  amazement,  and  won-  «  Jesus  was  the  Christ.  And  the  trans-  “Jesus  Only” 

dcred  what  sort  of  a  man  Jesus  was  (Matt,  "g^^ation  was  made  psychologically  possible  (By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

8.  27).  And  again  after  He  had  told  Peter  confession  of  His  Messiahship.  Mountain-top  experiences  are  not  stranee 

where  he  could  get  a  good  draught  of  fishes,  psychological  background  explains  how  to  our  day.  A  traLfigured  Christ  in  hSn 

Peter  was  struck  with  profound  awe  in  His  ?  recognized  those  spiritual  persons  to  liyes  is  visible  when  ^e  nlnne  ceen  Rv 


ciKi»  mneo  L  V.  1'''°  epen  them  imuoc  wiiu  «rc  lavoreu  wiin  a  noiy  iniimacy 

He  m3  R  ^  explaining  who  He  was:  (1)  ^  such  as  was  accorded  the  disciples  on  the 

He  might  be  one  of  the  former  prophets  re-  The  Significance  of  Moses  and  Elijah  in  the  mount,  and  such  as  many  servants  of  His 
\i\ecl,  especially  Elijah,  who  was  recognized  *  t»ton.  So  then,  when  those  disciples  went  have  enjoyed  when  wholly  given  to  His  serv- 
worker  of  the  proph-  “P  with  Jesus  to  pray,  they  were  not  thinking  ice.  In  heathen  lands  they  have  lords  many 

ets;  or  (2)  He  might  be  a  new  prophet  of  pe  same  thoughts  as  Jesus.  He  was  think-  and  gods  many,  representing  every  shade  of 

the  same  order  as  the  old  ones;  or  (3)  He  jng  about  His  death  which  was  awaiting  Him  conception  and  approach  to  the  powers  above. 

J  might  be  <Ae  Prophet;  that  is,  the  Messiah,  m  Jerusalem,  as  He  was  some  weeks  later  The  missionary  comes  with  the  message  of 

1  n6  second  CXDla.natmn  Ufflc  -nvn/>4i/»allTr  when  rie  fnnir  fh<»cA  cuttkr  flivtoA  ut _ _ i_- »  ^ 


.a  mat  15,  me  messian.  t/v-i uoaicm,  as  jiic  wtt5  ttuiue  weeKs  laier  me  missiona 

The  second  explanation  was  practically  ruled  when  He  took  these  same  three  disciples  on  “Jesus  only.” 
out  by  the  fact  that  the  Jews  of  that  day  the  Mount  of  Olives  with  Himself  to  pray  The  sad  fact  is  that  the  world  for  the  most 
were  not  expecting  any  new  prophet  to  come  —at  which  time  it  was  psychologically  im-  part  has  no  heavenly  vision.  The  thought 
except  the  Messiah.  So,  doubtless,  in  certain  possible  for  them  to  behold  Jesus  transfigured  of  God  is  not  of  a  loving  Father  who  cares 
moments  of  profound  amazement  and  awe  it  because,  if  they  were  thinking  at  all  at  this  “Jesus  only”  can  give  such  a  view  of  God’ 

flashed  into  their  mind  that  Jesus  might  be  tjnie,  they  were  thinking  about  the  humilia-  He  came  to  earth  for  the  very  purpose  of 

the  Messiah,  while  at  other  times  they  sur-  tion  rather  than  about  the  glorification  of  making  Him  known.  It  was  the  voice  from 

mised  that  He  might  be  one  of  the  older  ’J®®'*®-  now  at  least  Peter’s  mind  was  His  excellent  glory  which  they  heard  on  the 

prophets  revived.  But  before  that  inspiring  fuH  of  thoughts  about  Jesus’  Christhood  and  mount,  but  “when  they  had  looked  around 
idea  of  Jesus  Messiahship  could  become  a  imimnent  glorification  as  Ruler  of  the  world,  they  saw  no  man  any  more  save  Jesus  only 
pennmiently  established  conviction  they  His  heart  was  full  of  joy  because  of  such  with  themselves.”  The  transfigured  Christ 
needed  to  be  able  to  explain  satisfactorily  to  thoughts,  and  because  he  had  been  the  one  to  was  again  their  companion  in  the  lowly  walks 
themselves  three  or  four  things:  (1)  if  He  whom  Jesus’  Messiahship  had  been  first  re-  of  helpful  service  to  humanity.  He  had  made 
IS  the  Messiah,  why  does  He  not  unequivocally  vealed.  But  the  question  of  Moses’  okeh  of  God  known,  and  brought  Old  Testament  char- 
say  so?  (2)  It  was  expected  that  Elijah  Jesus  teachings,  and  of  the  coming  of  Elijah  acters  into  vital  relation  to  His  work 
would  return  immediately  preceding  the  iid-  was  also  in  his  mind.  He  had  no  doubt  that  Such  experiences  are  necessary  to  give  re¬ 
vent  of  the  Messiah;  and  if  Jesus  is  the  these  things  were  so;  but  how  W'ere  they  so?  assurance  to  those  going  out  as  missionaries 
Messiah,  why  has  no  one  appeared  who  lias  — that  was  the  question.  With  such  thoughts  of  the  cross.  Then  with  the  full  sense  of 
been  recognized  as  Elijah?  (3)  Jesus  some-  uppermost  in  his  mind  it  was  not  difficult  for  the  significance  of  His  coming  to  the  lost 
times  taught  out  of  harmony  with  the  ac-  Elijah  and  Moses  to  be  revealed  spiritually  world,  they  see  “Jesus  only”  with  themselves 
cepted  interpretation  of  Moses  (the  “law”) ;  along  with  Jesus  to  him.  Probably  as  Jesus  as  they  traverse  strange  lands,  and  make  con- 
would  Moses  approve  these  teachings?  and  (prayed)  talked  with  His  Father  about  His  tacts  with  strange  religions,  and  have  sore 
(4)  why  it  is  that  if  He  is  the  Messiah  He  imminent  death  in  Jerusalem,  Peter,  under  temptations  with  trials  which  only  can  come 
has  made  no  gesture  toward  the  re-establish-  ^be  influence  of  the  spiritual  revelation,  un-  to  the  lonely  spirit  so  far  from  earth  friends, 
ment  of  the  kingdom  of  David  as  the  Mes-  fierstood  Him  to  be  talking  with  those  spirit-  They  do  not  forget  the  mount  of  His  glory. 


has  made  no  gesture  toward  the  re-establish- 
ment  of  the  kingdom  of  David  as  the  Mes¬ 
siah  was  supposed  to  do. 


to  the  lonely  spirit  so  far  from  earth  friends. 
They  do  not  forget  the  mount  of  His  glory, 
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v/x  as  iiic  1TJIC5-  .aA.AAAA  ».vr  MV.  vustvjiig  TTicii  uo  Hot  lorget  me  mount  01  nis  glory, 

A  supposed  to  do.  RftI  persons  revealed  to  his  spirit.  The  vision  and  the  uplift  of  the  heavenly  vision  as  with 

A  definite  statement  from  Jesus  would  showed  that  Moses  recognized  the  Messiah-  them  they  see  “Jesus  only.” 

A  clear  away  the  first  uncertainty;  but  even  fbip  of  Jesus,  and  that  the  “law”  needs  no  Trials  and  temptations  are  not  counted 
(Wthe  Baptist  had  not  succeeded  in  eliciting  longer  to  be  a  stumblingblock  to  the  accept-  when  our  eyes  are  fixed  on  Christ.  The  al- 
this  from  Him.  But  in  our  last  lesson  He  "nee  of  His  Messiahship.  No  wonder  after  lurements  of  this  world  lose  their  power  in 
did  clear  away  this  uncertainty.  The  fourth  this  Peter  became  the  stalwart  champion  of  His  presence.  We  are  not  lonely  if  He  is 
uncertainty  was  cleared  away  by  the  belief  Moses  along  with  faith  in  Jesus  near.  Sickness  is  not  so  hard  to  bear  when 

that  He  would  re-establish  the  kingdom  when 


this  Peter  became  the  stalwart  champion  of  His  presence.  We  are  not  lonely  if  He  is 
the  law  of  Moses  along  with  faith  in  Jesus  near.  Sickness  is  not  so  hard  to  bear  when 
for  salvation!  And  the  vision  also  showed  He,  the  Great  Physician,  is  with  us,  and 

4-Kf>4-  Y71S...I.  xl.  — X  xl-.^  Ai_ _ 1.  TV  i  •  •  ■  . 


Hciji  nim  to  ao  it  with  the  sword  if  needs  sian  was  no  longer  an  oDstacie  to  the  accept-  and  whenever  the  call  to  any  field,  if  we  are 
^  whenever  He  should  call  upon  them  (Luke  «nce  of  Jesus  as  the  Messiah.  Had  Peter  be-  assured  we  have  Him,  who  is  tbe  Light  of  the 
38;  Matt.  26.  51).  It  is  significant  that  lieved  tliat  John  the  Baptist  was  Elijah  be-  world  with  us,  wfe  are  safe  and  happy,  for 
the  disciples’  strife  about  rank  in  the  King-  fo*"®  hi.s  vision,  Elijah  would  not  have  ap-  our  one  help  is  “Jesus  only.” 
dom,  and  that  the  mother’s  request  for  John  peared  in  the  vision.  gammon  semikart. 

and  James  in  the  Kingdom — all  come  after 
Jesus’  confession  of  His  Messiahship  (Luke 

9.  46  If;  Matt.  20.  20-28).  For  a  time  they  ^ 

taWished  immediatel/(L“^^  LlttlC  StOFlCS  Of  AchlCVCITlCnt 

0;.  uut  later  they  came  to  expect  it 

upon  the  reappearance  of  Jesus.  For  the  wti  .  x-..  .  ,  , 

disciples  John  and  James,  the  second  uncer-  What  the  ChuFcheS  '',‘^1’’  conducted  by  Mrs.  Mary  Robin- 

tainty  was  cleared  away  by  Jesus  Himself  a  Baltimore,  Md.  On  this  charge  there 

in  answer  to  a  direct  question  (Mark  9.  10-  AFC  UOinfir  seventy-two  converts.  After  the  revival 

13) ;  and  the  second  and  third  were  cleared  Mardella  for  two  weeks,  a  beauti- 

up  for  Peter,  at  least  in  our  lesson  for  to-  Okolona,  Miss. — Pleasant  Valley  Methodist  ^ul  pageant  was  rendered,  entitled,  “The  Way 
day.  ‘  Episcopal  Church  wishes  to  thank  our  dis-  to  Calvary.”  The  following  two  weeks  the 
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copal  Church,  conducted  by  Mrs.  Mary  Robin¬ 
son,  of  Baltimore,  Md.  On  this  charge  there 
were  seventy-two  converts.  After  the  revival 
was  held  at  Mardella  for  two  weeks,  a  beauti- 


;  ana  the  second  and  third  were  cleared  iwo  weess,  a  oeauii- 

up  for  Peter,  at  least  in  our  lesson  for  to-  Okolona,  Miss. — Pleasant  Valley  Methodist  ^ul  pageant  was  rendered,  entitled,  “The  Way 
day.  ‘  Episcopal  Church  wishes  to  thank  our  dis-  to  Calvary.”  The  following  two  weeks  the 

It  may  be  that  only  Peter  had  this  remark-  superintendent  and  the  bishop  for  send-  revival  was  held  at  Mt.  Nebo  church. — O.  P. 

able  vision;  for  John,  who  was  present,  says  ‘"S'  Cannon.  The  spirit  Dickerson,  Pastor;  Reba  Winder,  Reporter. 

« nothing  about  it,  even  though  to  do  so  would  ^•'®  People  has  been  aroused  to  do  their  p„, -  c-  ..  .u  i  .  a  .  o 
have  helped  to  establish  belief  in  the  Mes-  Pitting  over  the  program  of  the  .  Te*.-  Since  the  last  Annu^  Con- 

siahship  of  Jesus.  It  is  true  that  Matthew  church.  The  Rev.  Cannon  preaches  wonder-  j’  the  members  of  St.  Paul 

Mark,  and  Luke  imply  that  all  three  of  these’  sermons,  and  everyone  is  benefited  by  his  themselves  to  do  more  to  bring  souls 

disciples  had  the  vision;  but  an  analogy  for  *'‘^n"a«'ks. — Mrs.  Mary  F.  Crawford,  Reporter.  r?  the  prayer  meetings 

5' 's"  f  "■  • 

g  vision  of  Saul,  Luke  says  that  all  revival  was  held  at  Wesley  Methodist  Epis-  more  in  the  near  future.  We  thank  Bishop 
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Jones  for  sending  the  Rev.  Conway  to  us. 
We  are  glad  to  have  him,  together  with  his 
three  children. — Winnie  Langston,  Reporter. 

Houston,  Tex. — Boynton  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  In  spite  of  the  rainy  weather 
on  Sunday,  March  20,  we  had  a  wonderful 
Sunday  school;  quite  a  large  number  were 
present,  and  a  good  collection  taken.  Mr.  S. 
S.  Mfllard  is  a  progressive  superintendent. 
The  Rev.  T.  M.  Jackson,  our  pastor,  preached 
a  wonderful  sermon  from  Romans  14.  7,  8; 
text,  “For  none  of  us  liveth  to  himself,  and 
no  man  dieth  to  himself’;  subject,  “Chris¬ 
tian  Influence.” — Mrs.  L.  A.  Steptoe,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Chawute,  Kan. — St.  Luke  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  We  have  just  closed  the  best 
revival  ever  held  in  this  town.  The  entire 
community  was  spiritually  awakened.  Mrs. 
S.  Anna  Armstrong,  evangelist,  of  St.  Jo¬ 
seph,  Mo.,  was  the  conductor.  Slie  is  a  won¬ 
der,  a  spiritual  power  in  the  pulpit.  We 
regret  her  departure.  The  friends  presented 
Sister  Armstrong  a  beautiful  dress,  together 
with  other  things.  The  Rev.  T.  C.  Butler, 
peistor,  is  much  encouraged  now  to  go  on. — 
Reporter. 

Jasper,  Tex. — Neely  Grove  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  We  are  exceedingly  glad  to 
report  at  this  time  some  progress  along  many 
lines  in  our  church  activity.  The  Sunday 
school  is  growing  spiritually  and  flnancially. 
On  March  18,  Mr.  Allen  S.  Hadnot  and  Misses 
Dora  E.  Brumley  and  Beulah  Hadnot,  gave 
a  Sunday-school  supper  to  help  out  on  World 
Service.  They  raised  $2.26.  All  the  auxil¬ 
iaries  are  alive,  both  spiritually  and  flnan¬ 
cially.  We  are  praying  and  working  to  put 
World  Service  over  on  Easter. — Jack  Had¬ 
not,  Reporter. 

Fort  Worth,  Tex. — The  mock  Conference 
at  Thompson’s  Chapel  was  indeed  a  great 
success,  considering  the  inclement  weather 
and  the  amount  of  sickness  in  the  community. 
On  the  second  Sunday  in  March  we  closed  out 
by  laying  $218.46  on  the  table.  Our  beloved 
pastor.  Dr.  S.  E.  Jones,  and, the  brothers  of 
the  church  were  highly  elated,  and  there 
seemed  to  have  been  a  spiritual  awakening 
of  the  church.  We  are  expecting  by  Easter 
to  have  every  dollar  of  our  World  Service 
paid,  the  Lord  being  our  Helper. — Mrs.  D. 
L.  Green,  Pastor. 

Bluefield,  W.  Va. — Monday  evening,  March 
21,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Pleasants,  ex-pastor  of 
Gary,  W.  Va.,  was  most  pleasantly  surprised 
by  the  good  people  of  Gary  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and  friends  with  a  storm  party, 
led  by  Mrs.  Minnie  Campbell,  Mrs.  Evalina 
Jones,  and  Mrs.  Mary  George.  They  came 
at  an  hour  when  he  least  expected  it,  and 
iaid  on  the  table  and  around  it  many  things 
for  his  comfort,  then  quickly  returned  to 
their  homes,  asking  God’s  blessing  to  rest 
upon  the  Rev.  Pleasants  and  his  illness. — 
A.  A.  Owens,  Reporter. 

Flatwoods,  Tenn, — On  March  19,  a  grand 
concert  was  given  at  Oak  Grove  Chapel  for 
the  benefit  of  the  church.  We  are  planning 
on  putting  the  program  over  this  year  under 
the  leadership  of  our  pastor.  Brother  W.  M. 
Carter.  The  program  was  rendered  by  Mrs. 
Beatrice  Mitchell  and  Miss  M.  Christian.  We 
collected  $11.60  at  the  door.  March  20  was 
a  gala  day  at  Oak  Grove  Chapel.  Our  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Carter,  preached  two 
excellent  sermons;  in  the  morning  from  Luke 
16.  21,  and  at  night  from  Genesis  18.  The 
message  was  a  wonderful  one. — Margurite 
Christian,  Reporter. 

Grand  Bayou,  La. — Corinth  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  has  taken  on  new  life  un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
C.  C.  Smith.  ‘All  interests  of  the  church  are 
being  looked  after.  We  are  planning  to  re¬ 
build  our  parsonage;  part  of  the  money  is  in 
hand,  and  the  World  Service  is  being  raised. 
On  the  first  Sunday  in  March  there  was  an 
educational  rally  for  the  Rosenwald  School, 
which  is  to  be  built  here.  We  raised  about 
$400.  The  church  is  well  organized  for  our 
World  Service  drive,  and  we  expect  to  go 
over  the  top  on  Easter.  Then  we  will  start 
to  rebuild  the  parsonage,  which  is  greatly 
needed. — Buster  Jones,  Reporter. 


Atholton,  Md. — The  pastor  and  wife.  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  R.  D.  Jennings,  wish  to  thank  the 
members  and  friends  of.  Locust  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  their  kind  donation 
surprise  of  vegetables  and  groceries  given 
them  during  the  holidays;  dso  cash  gifts 
from  Locust,  Hopkins,  and  Asbury  Churches 
and  Sunday  schools.  The  pastor’s  report  to 
the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  showed  $30 
increase  for  World  Service  vouchers  already 
received.  Paid  district  superintendent,  $96; 
World  Service,  $76;  Episcopal  Fund,  $12; 
Student  Loan  Fund,  Children’s  Day,  ^0; 
School  of  Theology,  $3;  Pension  and  Relief, 
$24. — Henrietta  D.  Boardley,  Reporter. 

McMinnville,  Tenn. — Smith  Chapel:  The 
trustees  put  on  a  rally  for  the  repair  of  the 
church.  On  Saturday  night,  March  12,  the 
sisters  and  friends  came  together  and  served 
refreshments,  and  had  a  joyful  time.  On 
Sunday,  March  13,  W.  M.  Burks  preached 
at  11  A.  M.;  subject,  Hebrews  12.  14.  We 
are  indeed  thankful  to  report  real  progress. 
We  raised  $16.76.  We  ask  the  prayers  of 
God’s  people  that  we  may  be  more  success¬ 
ful.  On  Sunday,  March  20,  our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  W.  M.  Holden,  was  at  his  best;  Tie 
preached  from  the  subject,  John  15.  17.  His 
sermon  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Collection, 
$10.05;  for  Walden  College,  $4.  At  7  P.  M. 
the  Rev.  Holden  delivered  a  wonderful  ser¬ 
mon  from  Luke  22. — Josie  Cooper,  Reporter. 

Janesville,  Fla. — Sunday,  March  20,  was  a 
high  day  on  the  old  campground.  Three  hun¬ 
dred  people  heard  the  wonderful  sermon  de¬ 
livered  by  Dr.  Selmore,  district  superintend¬ 
ent.  Our  church  is  now  on  the  main  line 
again.  The  Rev.  Niblack  is  the  man  for  this 
church,  and  we  will  prove  it  by  April  18. 
Our  motto  is:  $100  for  World  Service  and 
$26  for  the  rebirth  of  Methodism.  We  thank 
the  bishop  for  sending  us  this  year  a  man 
who  knows  the  church  and  how  to  make  it  go. 
Collection  for  the  day,  $35.  Our  League  is 
the  best  on  the  district.  We  have  nine 
“wheels”  turning  in  this  church  every  Sun¬ 
day.  We  are  looking  for  you  in  June.  Bring 
your  friends. — N.  L.  Pinkney,  Reporter. 

Gainesville,  Fla. — Our  district  superintend¬ 
ent  was  with  us  on  the  night  of  March  17, 
and  found  us  leading  the  district.  We  have 
only  six  members,  but  all  of  them  are  loyal 
Methodists.  We  have  paid  for  one  acre  of 
land,  and  have  $46  in  the  treasury  toward 
building  our  church.  We  paid  the  superin¬ 
tendent  $6.03,  and  donated  him  one  cord  of 
wood.  Our  World  Service  quota  is  paid  in 
full  for  this  year.  We  have  the  best  super¬ 
intendent  and  pastor  in  the  Florida  Confer¬ 
ence.  Many  thanks  to  our  dear  Bishop  Rich¬ 
ardson  for  these  two  God-sent  men.  We  hope 
that  Dr.  Selmore  will  have  many  more  years 
on  the  Gainesville  District.  When  you  want 
to  know  how  to  make  your  church  go,  see  us 
out  here  at  Union  Bethel. — C.  A.  Clifton, 
Pastor;  .las.  Clifton,  Reporter. 

Millican,  Texas. — The  Home  Mission  sisters 
met  at  Brooks  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  February  20,  and  after  services  went 
to  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palm  and  laid 
on  the  table  many  pounds  of  choice  groceries 
and  in  cash  $1.70.  Sister  Maggie  Edwards 
read  the  Twenty-third  Psalm;  prayer  by  Sis¬ 
ter  Maggie  Hill.  The  following  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  Baptist 
Church  participated:  Mesdames  L.  Lawson, 
M.  Hill,  M.  Edward.s,  E.  Farris,  S.  McDade, 

L.  Perry,  A.  Hackney,  M.  Williams,  M.  At¬ 
kins,  D.  Farris,  M.  Jordan;  the  Misses  L.  M. 
Green,  K.  M.  Myers,  L.  Edwards,  M.  Parks; 
Messrs.  F.  Atkins,  R.  Jordan,  S.  Washington, 

M.  Day,  E.  Wheeler,  C.  Johnson.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Palm  are  well  stricken  in  age  and  have 
been  in  ill-health  for  some  time.  They  re¬ 
ceived  the  party  with  must  joy  and  appre¬ 
ciation. — Maggie  Edwards,  Reporter. 

Winchester,  Va. — Great  things  are  spoken 
of  Winchester.  Our  people  there  are  living 
well  in  their  home  life  and  church  life.  The 
John  Mann  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is 
a  credit  to  our  people  in  the  city,  having  the 
Rev.  Horace  A.  Johnson  as  their  faithful  pas¬ 
tor,  and  Mrs.  Frances  A.  Johnson,  his  good 
wife,  standing  by  his  side.  They  are  liRing 
the  people  as  never  before.  The  church  has 
nearly  doubled  itself  in  attendance,  and  its 


finance  for  benevolences,  for  ministerial  sup¬ 
port,  and  for  building  and  improvement  on 
the  parsonage.  The  people  of  the  city  seem 
to  love  the  pastor  ana  are  standing  with  hiim 
in  putting  the  program  over.  Women’s  Daw 
on  February  13,  was  a  success;  $65  was  col¬ 
lected.  The  supper  at  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard 
Robinson’s,  on  February  25,  was  great;  .$.30 
was  cleared.  Sunday,  February  27,  was  the 
Young  People’s  Day,  and  $46  was  collected. — 
Reporter. 

Chipley,  Oa. — Smith  Chapel:  Sunday, 
March  20,  was  a  great  day  at  this  place. 
We  raised  $1  in  the  Sunday  school  for  World 
Service.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Shuman, 
was  with  us,  and  said  many  good  things  to  the 
members  of  the  Sunday  school.  At  11.30 
A.  M.  the  Rev.  Shuman  opened  the  service 
with  song,  and  prayer  by  Bro.  It.  B.  Bough 
and  Bro.  G.  W.  Ransom.  The  pastor 
preached  from  Neh.  4.  20;  subject,  “Come 
Together.”  The  spirit  of  the  Lord  seemed  to 
have  had  full  effect  upon  all  present.  We 
feel  that  the  church  has  taken  on  new  life 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Shuman. 
The  collection  for  the  pastor  was  $17.60;  $1 
for  World  Service,  making  a  total  collection 
of  ,$18.60  on  pastoral  day.  One  year  ago  the 
collection  amounted  to  ,$10.45.  We  feel  that 
we  are  in  advance  of  last  year  along  all  lines. 
We  are  proud  of  our  pastor,  and  we  wish 
for  him  a  long  life  and  a  long  stay  with  us. 
— Mary  L.  Smith,  Reporter. 

Covington,  Ky. — The  Ninth  Street  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  has  just  closed  a  verv 
excellent  revival,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  .f; 
W.  Golden,  of  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  who 
preached  every  night  for  a  period  of  about 
ten  days.  Each  sermon  was  touching,  soul-in¬ 
spiring,  and  full  of  devotion.  During  his  stay 
in  Covington  we  were  able  to  reclaim  some 
souls,  and  others  were  saved.  As  a  whole, 
nineteen  were  taken  into  the  church  during 
these  meetings.  We  raised  during  the  reviv,il 
$200,  of  which  we  were  able  to  give  the  Rev. 
Golden  $156.19.  Each  service  was  largely 
attended.  Before  going  into  the  revival,  each 
auxiliary  held  prayer  meetings  each  week  for 
about  six  or  seven  weeks  at  the  homes  of 
various  members,  which  we  feel  were  very 
helpful.  We  truly  thank  each  one  that  put 
forth  any  effort.  We,  the  pastor  and  mem¬ 
bers,  ask  the  churches  to  pray  that  our  church 
will  be  stronger  in  the  next  Conference  year. 
— R.  F.  Broaddus,  Pastor. 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Seay  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  On  Saturday  evening, 
February  26,  the  writer’s  husband.  Rev.  L. 
A.  Armstrong,  was  called  to  the  city  on 
business.  In  his  absence,  there  came  to  the 
parsonage  a  host  of  faithful  members  sing¬ 
ing  that  good  old  song  that  has  made  numbers 
of  preachers  and  their  families  happy, 
“Bringing  in  the  Sheaves.”  This  song  wai 
led  by  Mrs.  Rosa  Winstead  and  Bro.  Wml 
Copland.  The  parsonage  door  was  opened, 
which  meant  welcome,  and  this  host  marched 
in  and  ladened  the  table  with  all  kinds  of  se¬ 
lected  groceries,  together  with  nice  bed  linens. 
I  would  not  attempt  to  estimate  the  number 
of  pounds;  however,  I  am  sure  the  sugar 
was  average  around  100  pounds,  not  counting 
the  other  valuable  gifts.  We  have  never  been 
treated  better  anywhere  we  have  served,  than 
we  have  by  the  good  members  and  friends  of 
Seay  Chaj)el.  May  the  blessing  of  the  I-ord 
rest  on  the  good  people. — Mrs.  L.  A.  .Arm¬ 
strong,  Reporter. 

Shelhyville,  Tenn. — The  Clover  Leaf  Club 
of  Scott’s  Chapel  .Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch 
gave  a  womnnless  wedding,  Monday  night, 
February  14.  This  was  a  grand  affair.  The 
program  preceding  the  bridal  party  consisted 
of  a  solo  by  Mr.  N.  C.  Byars,  and  two  sel^ 
tions  by  the  Maple  I,eaf  quartet,  composed 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Thompson,  and  Mr- 
and  Mrs.  Horace  Blakemore.  They  have 
made  quite  a  reputation,  being  called  upon 
on  most  all  occasions.  The  crowning  feature 
was  the  wedding.  Mr.  W.  M.  Massey,  bride; 
Mr.  Walter  McGill,  groom;  bridal  partj 
Messrs.  B.  Washington,  R.  Brazier,  H.  Blake^ 
more,  F.  Thompson,  M.  Thompson,  T.  Whitii 
side,  F.  Gardener,  C.  Owens;  flower  bo^ 
F.  Thompson,  Jr.,  and  Chester  Whitesidfc 
Miss  Catherine  Gwyn  was  at  the  piano.  The 
first  prize  for  the  best  make-up  went  to  Mr. 
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B.  Brazier;  second,  Mr.  Chas.  Owens.  Hon. 
W.  H.  Gasling  officiated. — Mr.  F,  Thompson, 
President;  Mrs.  L.  P.  Snelling,  Secretary; 
Mr.  H.  E.  Blakemore,  Treasurer. 

Pulatki,  Oa. — We  are  grateful  to  Bishop 
^iair  for  giving  up  this  great  man,  the  Rev. 
W.  R.  Dixon,  for  another  year.  This  is  his 
fourth  year,  and  the  greatest.  The  second 
Sunday  in  February  he  preached  a  wonder¬ 
ful  sermon  from  Ecc.  12.  1-14,  “Man’s  Seven 
Creators.”  It  will  live  in  our  memory  for 
rears  to  come.  Under  his  leadership  we 
have  had  a  new  parsonage  built,  and  soon 
will  have  three  new  modern  churches  finished. 
May  God  bless  him  for  bringing  this  charge 
into  the  front  ranks.  On  February  26,  the 
district  superintendent.  Rev.  J.  S.  Stripling, 
held  his  second  Quarterly  Conference.  He 
came  to  us  full  of  life,  as  he  always  does. 
He  found  the  pastor  and  members  in  readi¬ 
ness  for  the  Conference.  The  business  ses¬ 
sion  was  a  success.  On  Sunday  the  Rev. 
Stripling  preached  from  2  Tim.  4.  7.  The 
spirit  ran  high,  and  the  fire  is  still  burning. 
Raised  during  the  quarter  for  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  $29.20;  total  raised  during  the 
quarter,  $192.36.— Mrs.  Lula  Studgls,  Re¬ 
porter. 

St.  Marys,  Oa. — The  members  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  citizens 
at  large  are  proud  to  have  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Robbins  as  the  pastor  of  the  St.  Marys  cir¬ 
cuit.  ^  The  Rev.  Robbins’  ability  and  per¬ 
sonality  have  added  much  to  the  spiritual 
strength  of  the  church.  The  financial  depart- 
Aient  of  the  church  enjoys  the  confidence  that 
QR  will  not  be  embarrassed  during  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  our  worthy  pastor.  The  St. 
Marys  circuit  has  raised  the  entire  claim  of 
the  district  superintendent  for  the  year.  A 
new  church  is  now  under  construction  at 
Kinlaw.  The  circuit  as  a  whole  is  alive  and 
expects  to  attract  Conference-wide  attention 
before  the  year  ends.  The  city  of  St.  Marys 
now  is  on  a  spiritual  boom,  and  much  im¬ 
petus  has  been  added  by  the  coming  of  the 
Rev.  Robbins  to  these  parts.  Our  World 
Service  money  has  been  assured.  This  mat¬ 
ter  has  been  forcibly  put  before  the  people, 
and  as  loyal  Methodists  we  desire  to  play  our 
full  part  in  the  church's  program. — Hazel 
Mangham,  Reporter. 

Evnndale,  Miss. — Sunday,  March  13,  was 
a  high  day  at  Tamola  Bethel  Church,  under 
the  leadership  of  our  new  pastor,  the  Rev. 
W.  A.  Wiggins.  On  account  of  the  inclement 
weather,  few  were  present  at  the  morning 
service,  but  at  night  the  pastor  brought  to 
us  good  news  and  glad  tidings  from  John 
9.  4:  “I  must  work  the  works  of  him  that 
sent  me,  while  it  is  day;  for  the  night  cometh 
when  no  man  can  work.”  This  was  indeed  an 
inspiring  sermon.  Raised  in  the  day’s  serv¬ 
ice,  ,$S.60.  We  held  our  first  Quarterly  Con- 
nierence  on  February  16,  with  the  district  su- 
l^erintendent  presiding.  All  officers  were 
present  with  good  reports.  Paid  the  super¬ 
intendent  in  full,  $12;  raised  during  the  quar¬ 
ter,  .$20.26.  The  superintendent  left  many 
words  of  encouragement  along  the  lines  of 
the  work.  Our  pastor  is  making  every  effort 
to  put  the  program  over.  We  are  planning 
to  raise  our  World  Service  by  Easter,  so 
that  our  pastor  can  go  to  Hattiesburg  with 
a  round  report.— Mrs.  M.  J.  Blanks,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Waynesboro,  Oa. — A  glorious  storm  visited 
the  pastor  in  the  Haven  Memorial  parsonage, 
March  11,  while  the  pastor,  E.  D.  Giddens, 
Was  sick  with  the  influenza.  Heavenly  voices 
were  heard  singing,  “There’s  a  Stranger  At 
^e  Door,”  and  “God  Will  Take  Care  of  You.” 
Their  singing  greatly  revived  the  pastor.  The 
Poup  entered  again,  singing,  “The  Lord  Will 
•  Provide,”  bringing  about  200  pounds  of  choice 
l^oceries  and  fruits.  Mrs.  Katie  E.  Giddens, 
the  wife  of  the  pastor,  received  them  with 
choice  words  of  thanks  and  appreciation,  i 
while  the  Rev.  Blunt  and  Bro.  R.  B.  Davis,  I 
chairman  of  the  steward  board,  represented  ( 
pustor.  Mrs.  N.  Davis,  E.  P.  Walker,  i 
Williams,  and  Julia  Oatware  read  papers  < 
presentation  in  appreciation  of  the  pas-  i 
tor  8  services,  and  their  sympathy  for  him  and  I 
0"  family.  The  other  group  consisted  of  ( 
Misses  R.  Reynolds,  I.  Borner,  L.  Scruggs,  t 

Washington,  G.  Johnes,  and  Burks;  3 


Messrs.  Roundtree,  J.  Brown,  P.  Carpenter, 
S.  M.  Walker,  Scruggs,  Johnson,  and  others. 
If  you  want  to  help  a  man  live,  pin  flowers 
on  him  while  he  lives.  Come  again,  and  God 
be  with  you  all.— E.  D.  Giddens,  Pastor. 

Yoakum,  Tessas. — St.  John’s  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  still  fprgping  to  the 
front  Shortly  after  my  return  to  this 
charge  to  begin  my  second  year’s  work,  a 
storm  struck  the  parsonage  and  left  forty- 
eight  pounds  of  flour,  sugar,  lard,  canned 
goods,  and  fruits  to  the  value  of  $16.  The 
leaders  in  the  movement  were  Jas.  Tilley,  E. 
Blackmon,  A.  Hyliar,  and  Jesse  Thomas. 
Johnson’s  Chapel,  Shiner,  Texas,  surprised  us 
on  January  30  with  several  useful  articles. 
The  promoters  were  Sisters  Donie  Mosby, 
Josephine  Herring,  and  Emma  Wallace.  The 
pastor  and  wife  are  real  thankful  to  our 
dear  members  for  these  useful  tokens  of 
love.  Come  again.  Our  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Ellison, 
district  superintendent,  February  12-14. 
More  money  was  raised  during  this  quarter 
than  had  been  raised  in  several  years.  We 
paid  the  district  superintendent  in  full, 

His  sermons  were  very  edifying  and  inspiring. 
On  February  20,  St.  John’s  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  had  a  high  day.  The  members 
of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
worshipped  with  us  at  11  A.  M.  The  pas¬ 
tor  preached  morning  and  evening  to  large, 
appreciative  audiences.  The  offering  was 
$40.23.  The  outlook  for  a  fruitful  year’s 
work  is  very  encouraging. — J.  H.  Swann, 
Pastor. 

Alamo,  Tenn. — Our  church,  Midgett 
Chapel,  is  going  forward.  Never  before  in 
the  history  of  the  church  has  there  been 
such  great  progress  as  this  year.  The  church 
is  taking  on  new  life.  Our  efficient  pastor, 
the  Rev.  E.  F.  Douglas,  was  sent  back  to  us 
and  is  bringing  things  to  pass.  His  wife  is 
also  a  great  help  to  him,  for  she  has  organ¬ 
ized  .several  new  clubs  to  aid  in  our  church 
work.  Not  very  long  ago  several  members 
of  the  church  gave  the  pastor  and  his  wife 
a  storm.  Several  pounds  of  provisions  were 
laid  on  the  table.  Our  Sunday  school,  under 
the  leadership  of  Dr.  L.  D.  Thomas,  has 
taken  on  new  life  again.  There  is  an  in¬ 
crease  every  Sunday.  Our  second  Quarterly 
Conference  was  held  March  13  and  14.  The 
Rev.  W.  B.  Crenshaw,  the  newly  appointed 
district  superintnedent,  presided.  On  Suh- 
day,  March  13,  our  district  superintendent 
preached  two  soul-stirring  sermons.  The 
business  session  was  held  March  14,  and  re¬ 
ports  were  made  by  nearly  all  of  the  leaders, 
and  we  have  also  paid  him  out  in  full  for 
the  quarter.  Our  new  concrete  church  is 
being  erected.  We  are  hoping  to  get  into 
the  new  church  very  soon.  Prayer  meetings 
are  being  held  every  Wednesday  night.  A 
goodly  number  attend  every  night.  With¬ 
out  prayer  we  can  do  nothing. — Dr.  L.  D. 
Thomas,  Reporter. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — It  will  Interest  the  read¬ 
ers  of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate 
to  get  news  of  our  new  project.  Many  have 
anxiously  waited  to  hear.  The  work  will 
soon  be  completed.  The  auditorium  floor 
space  of  8,274  square  feet  is  now  covered 
with  inlaid  rubber  and  we  are  hoping  to  turn 
over  a  finished  church  to  our  pastor  for  the 
g^eat  church  gathering  to  be  held  here  in  this 
month,  Big  oaks  from  little  acorns  grow. 

So  has  Tindley  Temple  grown  from  the 
proverbial  acorn  and  has  blossomed  to  God’s 
glory.  Not  only  as  a  place  to  worship,  but 
to  “study  to  show  ourselves  approved,  work¬ 
men  that  need  not  be  ashamed,  rightfully  di¬ 
viding  the  word  of  truth.”  God  is  pleading 
for  a  chance  to  bless  our  people,  and  he  needs 
a  whole  block  on  Broad  Street  to  suit  His 
needs.  There  should  be  room  for  the  training 
classes  now  going  on  in  the  church.  A  place 
for  a  laundry  department,  a  hospital  de¬ 
partment  for  nurse  training,  and  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  our  own  doctors,  where  our  children 
can  be  born  and  the  sick  attended  by  our 
own  nurses  and  doctors.  This  is  the  vision 
of  our  pastor,  and  the  work  as  it  now  stands 
is  not  only  a  monument  of  brick  and  mortar 
for  the  builder,  but  a  small  voice  from  the 
once  dead  work  which  shall  roll  on  down  the 
ages  and  gain  volume  as  it  goes  to  nations  1 
yet  unborn,  expressive  of  God’s  power  to  < 


speak  life  to  the  dead.— Adelaide  M.  Jones. 
Reporter. 

Troy,  Mo. — The  Wesley  Church  at  Troy  is 
carrying  forward  the  program  of  Methodism 
in  a  very  creditable  way.  The  church  has 
adopted  a  plan,  called  the  Men’s  Day  and 
the  Women’s  Day,  to  be  observed  as  a  day 
especially  for  the  men  and  a  day.  for  the 
women.  This  year  the  men  had  as  their  day 
February  27.  Their  aim  is  to  reach  every 
rnan  on  that  day  and  get  them  to  attend 
the  church,  and  to  make  it  a  day  of  religious 
worship  in  preaching,  singing,  praying,  and 
pving  of  their  earthly  substance.  This  has 
brought  forth  a  great  inspiration  to  the  en¬ 
tire  community.  The  attendance  numbered 
sixty-nine  men.  Several  came  forward  .for 
prayer,  and  the  offering  amounted  to  $70. 
The  women  observed  Sunday,  March  6,  with 
eighty-eight  women  in  attendance.  There 
were  a  number  who  came  forward  for  prayer, 
and  the  offering  amounted  to  $100.08.  The 
church  was  very  beautifully  decorated  with 
many  kinds  of  flowers.  There  were  more 
than  200  people  attending  these  services  on 
these  occasions.  The  pastor.  Rev.  Smith, 
preached  strong  and  helpful  sermons  at  these 
meetings,  and  the  people  rejoiced  in  the  Rock 
and  God  of  our  salvation.  Selecting  as  a 
text  on  Men’s  Day  in  the  book  of  Ezra,  3.  1, 
“The  people  gathered  themselves  together  as 
one  man  to  Jerusalem”;  theme,  “In  union 
there  is  strength.”  The  text  on  Women’s  Day 
was  1  Sam.  18.  7.  The  Rev.  Boddie  preached 
on  Sunday  evening  mi  “Prayer.”  This  was 
an  excellent  sermon.  Bro.  Gussie  Boyse  led 
the  men,  with  Bro.  Wesley  Sydnor,  assistant; 
Sister  Carrie  Robinson  led  the  women,  with 
Miss  Bessie  Wright,  assistant.- Reporter. 

11  iehita,  Kan. — St.  Mark  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  Through  the  untiring  efforts 
of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Conwell,  and 
the  harmonious  working  together  of  pastor, 
officers,  and  members,  St.  Mark  is  wielding 
a  very  strong  influence  for  righteousness  in 
this  community,  and  Methodism  is  gaining 
its  rightful  place  in  Wichita.  We  are  work¬ 
ing  and  praying  for  a  greater  St.  Mark.  The 
Rev.  D.  G.  Franklin  held  his  second  Quarterly 
Conference  at  this  place,  February  20.  We 
are  always  glad  to  have  him  with  us.  His 
enthusiasm  for  our  efforts  and  undertakings 
seems  to  arouse  new  vigor,  as  it  penetrates 
whatever  cloud  there  may  be  of  doubt  and 
discouragement.  The  Rev.  Franklin  delivered 
a  very  inspiring  sermon  to  a  full  house  at 
the  11  o’clock  services.  The  pastors  of  the 
city,  with  a  goodly  number  from  their  con¬ 
gregations,  joined  with  us  at  the  afternoon 
service.  The  Rev.  Brooks,  pastor  of  St. 
Paul  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
delivered  a  message  which  must  have  been  a 
.spiritual  blessing  to  those  who  heard  it. 
At  the  evening  service,  the  Rev.  Franklin 
delivered  a  very  forceful  message  to  a 
crowded  house.  At  each  service  during  the 
day,  Mrs.  B.  Bunton,  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  our  pastor,  favored  us  with  a  beautiful 
solo,  for  which  we  were  grateful.  The  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  quarter  was  held  at  7.30  P.  M., 
Monday,  and  was  largely  attended.  All  re¬ 
ports  were  good.  Amount  raised  during  the 
quarter,  $600;  number  of  members  taken  into 
the  church,  twenty-eight.  The  superintendent 
expressed  himself  as  being  well  pleased  with 
the  work  being  done  here.  Ezel  Conwell, 
son  of  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Conwell,  who  is  only 
seventeen  years  of  ag^,  was  given  exhorter’s 
license  in  the  Quarterly  Conference.  We  are 
praying  that  this  young  man  may  grow  to  be 
a  very  strong  and  convincing  preacher. — S. 
E.  Hamilton,  Reporter. 

Oastonia,  N.  C. — Miss  M.  A.  Lynch,  State 
organizer  and  lecturer  for  the  State' Federa¬ 
tion  of  Colored  Women’s  Clubs  of  North 
Carolina,  was  in  Gastonia  recently  organiz¬ 
ing  and  lecturing  in  the  interest  of  the  fed¬ 
eration.  She  spent  several  days  in  Gastonia 
as  the  guest  of  Mrs.  Glenn  Gaither  and  Mrs. 
E.  M.  Foley.  While  here  Miss  Lynch  held 
several  meetings  and  made  inspiring  lectures 
at  Lincoln  Academy,  Highland  Graded 
School,  Pleasant  Ridge  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion  Church,  Dallas,  Belmont,  and  Mt.  Holly. 
Miss  Lynch  was  fortunate  in  organizing  two 
new  clubs,  known  as  the  Mothers’  Club  and 
the  Fleur  de  Lis  Club,  tbe  latter  composed 
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strictly  of  teachers.  She  also  formed  a  City 
Federation  of. Clubs,  composed  of  live  local 
clubs.  The  following  officers  were  elected: 
Mrs.  G.  T.  Foley,  president;  Mrs.  Holland 
Thompson,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Oscar  Cox, 
recording  secretary,  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  Adams, 
treasurer.  Miss  Lynch  left  feeling  very  much 
benefited  from  her  stay  in  Gastonia,  and 
expressed  herself  as  being  highly  pleased 
with  the  work  being  accomplished  by  the 
women’s  clubs  of  Gastonia.  At  Lincoln 
Academy  a  club  was  organized  as  the  Kings 
Mountain  Mothers’  Club.  Mrs.  W.  E.  Ricks, 
the  wife  of  the  principal  of  the  school,  was 
chosen  as  its  president;  Mrs.  Dunlap,  vice- 
president;  and  Mrs.  McNair,  treasurer.  The 
city  federation  organized  at  Gastonia  be¬ 
came  at  once  a  nucleus  of  the  State  federa¬ 
tion  of  North  Carolina.  The  main  objective 
of  the  various  city  federations  is  the  Home 
for  Delinquent  Girls  at  Efflin,  N.  C.  We  are 
pleased  to  report  the  Epworth  Chapel  Metli- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the  Rev. 
G.  T.  Foley  is  pastor,  went  up  100  per  cent 
in  the  drive  for  Bennett  College  for  Women. 
The  second  Quarterly  Conference,  held  March 
14  at  this  church,  was  a  success;  $58  was 
raised  on  Sunday,  March  13. — Reporter. 

Beaumont,  Tex. — St.  James  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  January  16  was  rally  day  at 
St.  James;  $800  was  raised,  and  the  same  ap¬ 
plied  on  the  debt  of  the  church.  On  the  Sun¬ 
day  following.  Dr.  S.  W.  Johnson,  of  Hous¬ 
ton,  Tex.,  preached  for  us  at  the  morning 
and  evening  services.  Dr.  Johnson  is  now 
engaged  in  the  interracial  work,  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Houston.  St.  James  has  been 
blessed  with  the  privilege  of  having  some  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  church  to  visit  and 
preach  for  us.  February  13,  Dr.  J.  W. 
Gilder,  district  superintendent,  preached  at 
the  morning  service,  and  Dr.  M.  W.  Dogan, 
president  Wiley  College,  preached  at  night. 
The  spiritual  tide  ran  high  at  both  of  these 
services.  Dr.  Gilder  held  his  second  quarter 
on  February  16,  and  expressed  himself  as  be¬ 
ing  well  pleased  with  the  work.  On  March  6, 
Prof.  J.  H.  McGowan,  our  efficient  Sunday- 
school  superintendent,  held  in  connection  with 
the  Sunday  school  a  drive  for  members  and 
finance.  The  results  of  which  the  Sunday 
school  has  increased  in  membership,  and  $175. 
raised  on  that  day.  We  doff  our  hats  to 
Prof.  McGowan.  On  this  same  day  Dr.  R. 
G.  Morris  was  with  us  and  preached  at  the 
morning  and  night  service.  Our  souls  were 
made  to  be  glad.  Two  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  took  the  communion.  On  February  8, 
Drs.  Morris  and  W.  A.  C.  Hughes  gave  in¬ 
spiring  lectures  on  “Stewardship.”  Our  pas¬ 
tor  and  big  brother.  Dr.  E.  Q.  Woolfolk,  had 
what  is  called  a  feast  in  the  wilderness.  Mrs. 


District 

District  Rounds 

Marsh AXi,  District.  Third  Round — Long¬ 
view,  April  30,  May  1;  Ore  City,  April  30, 
May  1;  Jefferson,  7,  8;  Hawkins,  7,  8;  Eben- 
ezer,  15,  16;  Mallalieu,  15-17;  Lassater,  21,  22; 
Washem,  21,  22;  Concordia,  28,  29;  Dainger- 
ileld,  28,  29;  Texarkana,  June  3-6;  Texarkana 
Ct.,  4,  5;  Mineola,  11,  i2;  St.  James,  11,  12; 
Harlrton,  18,  19;  Smithland,  25,  26;  Wood- 
lawn,  July  2,  3;  Queen  City,  9,  10;  Lodi,  16, 
17;  Marshall  Ct.,  23,  24;  Pittsburg,  30,  31; 
District  Conference,  August  3-7. 

Dear  Brethren:  You  are  requested  to 
meet  at  Mallalieu,  Marshall,  not  later  than 
Wednesday,  April  27,  at  10  o’clock,  to  make 
your  World  Service  report,  unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  bishop.  Bring  your  Wiley 
Endowment  and  minute  money  also,  and  let 
us  make  a  round  report  on  all  these  claims. 
— E.  H.  Holden,  Dlst.  Supt. 

Charlestox  Diotrict.  Firet  Round — Par¬ 
kersburg,  April  11;  Paden  City,  12;  Buck- 
hannon,  13;  Moorefield,  14;  Romney,  16; 
Clarksburg,  20;  Hedgesville,  21;  Inwood,  22; 
Charlestown,  28;  Shepherdstown,  26;  Harpers 
Perry,  27;  Martinsburg,  28;  Summit  Point, 
29;  Covin^on,  80;  Ronceverte,  May  2;  Union, 
8;  Seebert,  4;  Lewisburg,  6;  Alderson,  6; 
Hinton,  7;  Mt.  Hope,  9;  Montgomery,  10; 


T.  Brown  and  W.  C.  Overton  were  awarded 
first  prize  for  the  best  decorated  table.  On 
March  18,  the  nineteen  captains  made  their 
reports.  Mrs.  Brown  and  W.  C.  Overton  won 
the  first  prize  again,  reporting  $65  from  sale 
of  suppers;  Mrs.  F.  Campbell,  second,  $38. 
A  total  of  $260  was  raised  from  this  enter¬ 
prise.  St.  James  is  a  real  bee  hive;  everybody 
is  working.  The  choir,  under  Prof.  J.  L. 
Kirkwood,  Mrs.  E.  Champ  Gordon,  and  Miss 
Ruth  Grimstead,  has  everything  that  goes 
to  make  up  a  great  choir.  We  are  marching 
to  victory. — O.  B.  Gibson,  Reporter. 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — White’s  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  We  are  very  happy  to 
report  that  our  year’s  work  is  moving  along 
so  nicely.  On  Sunday,  February  13,  we  held 
our  Lincoln  Day  services  in  the  interest  of 
Philander  Smith  College.  In  the  morning. 
Prof.  Taylor,  president  of  the  school,  and 
the  students  were  present.  President  Taylor 
delivered  a  very  inspiring  sermon,  and  Prof. 
P.  H.  Dorsey’s  address  on  the  “Life  of  Abra- 
liain  I.incoln”  was  full  of  eloquence  and  in¬ 
terest.  In  the  evening,  at  our  Epworth 
League,  Prof.  Dorsey’s  address  on  “The  Life 
of  Jesus”  was  indeed  wonderful.  The  collec¬ 
tion  for  the  day  was  $225,  beside.s  many 
pledges.  On  Wednesday  night,  February  16, 
the  White  Rose  Club  and  the  Boys’  Club  en¬ 
tertained  its  many  friends,  both  young  and 
old,  in  behalf  of  the  League.  After  a  very 
entertaining  program,  indoor  games  were 
played,  while  the  committee  made  arrange¬ 
ments  to  serve  the  delightful  refreshments. 
We  find  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  S.  McDonald, 
a  resolute  lender  and  an  ideal  moral  min¬ 
ister,  who  is  going  forth  in  a  spiritual  way, 
doing  whatever  is  in  his  power  for  the  up¬ 
building  of  the  church.  He  has  labored  hard 
since  being  with  us,  and  to-day  shows  no 
signs  of  fatigue.  Our  church  is  no  longer 
White’s  Chapel  under  the  hill,  but  White’s 
Memorial  on  the  hill,  and  in  the  near  future 
will  be  the  place  of  worship  for  the  students 
and  faculty  of  Philander  Smith  College.  The 
top  is  almost  on,  and  we  hope  to  have  the 
building  completed  by  June,  not  later  than 
July.  Since  our  Annual  Conference  we  have 
had  sixteen  accessions  and  three  conversions 
in  the  morning  services.  Our  World  Serv¬ 
ice  is  up  to  the  standard  of  last  year  this 
time.  We  have  eight  clubs  earnestly  working 
to  finish  the  church,  to  make  it  pleasant  for 
the  next  Annual  Conference  when  it  comes  in 
December.  Our  Sunday  school,  under  the 
leadership  of  Brother  Dozier,  is  improving 
all  the  time.  Bright,  our  assistant 

pastor,  is  f^itnful  in  all  services,  and  in  the 
near  future  will  make  us  a  minister  worthy 
of  note  in  Little  Rock  Conference. — Mrs. 
LaVenia  Douglas,  Reporter. 


Activities 

Charleston,  11;'  Brown’s  Chapel,  11;  River- 
view,  12;  Huntington,  14.  “In  the  name  of 
our  God,  we  will  set  up  our  banners”  (Psa. 
^0.  5). 

Dear  Brother:  The  slogan  for  this  quarter 
is,  “Victory  for  Morgan  College,”  May  8-16. 
Use  your  best  efforts  to  get  every  subscriber 
to  pay  something  on  the  pledge  made.  Every 
member  who  is  in  arrears  shouid  strive  to  at 
least  make  part  payment.  Don’t  forget  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate. — E.  A. 
Haynes,  District  Superintendent;  tentative 
address,  420  Ben  St.,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va. 

Giri.FsroE  District.  Second  Round — Rich- 
ton,  April  23,  24;  Merrill,  27,  28;  McLain, 
30  to  May  1;  Basin,  30  to  May  1;  Picayune, 
May  3,  4;  Lumberton,  6,  6;  Bond  and  Wig¬ 
gins,  7,  8;  McHenry,  11,  12;  Gulfport,  Haven, 
14,  15;  Gulfport,  St.  Mark,  19,  20;  Pass  Chris¬ 
tian,  21,  22;  Bay  SL  Louis,  26,  27;  Wave- 
land  and  Pearlington,  28,  29;  Handsboro, 
June  4,  6;  Biloxi,  11,  12;  Ocean  Springs,  18, 
19;  Moss  Point,  26,  26;  Escatawpa,  28,  29. 

Mv  dear  Brethren:  Let  us  put  ourselves 
on  the  altar  for  the  Lord  to  use  us  this  year 
as  never  before,  and  let  us  do  the  whole  task.  I 
think  if  we  are  deeply  and  thoroughly  conse¬ 
crated  to  the  Lord,  He  will  use  us  to  a  much 
greater  advantage.  The  crying  needs  of  the 
world  are  imperative,  and  God  says,  “Inas¬ 


much  as  ve  have  done  it  unto  the  least  o 
these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.' 
The  church  is  depending  on  the  bishop,  th( 
bishop  is  depending  on  me,  and  I  am  depend 
ing  on  you.  Let  us  put  the  whole  progran 
over.  1  am  yours  for  the  cause. — E.  A 
Wilson,  District  Superintendent. 

Beaumont  District.  Third  Round — Por 
Arthur,  May  8,  9;  St.  James,  8-10;  Silsbei 
and  Voth,  12;  McCabe,  16-17;  Orange,  16,  16 
North  Beaumont,  Hull  and  Menard,  19;  Lib 
erty,  21,  22;  Montgomery,  26,  27;  Conroe 
29,  30;  Willis,  June  4,  6;  Camp  Ground  Ct. 
9,  10;  Huntsville  Ct.,  11,  12;  Huntsville  anc 
Ty,  11,  12;  Hemphill  Ct.,  16,  16;  Jasper  Ct. 
18,  19;  Epworth  League  and  Church  Schoo 
Institute,  Port  Arthur,  21-26;  Onalaska,  29 
■30;  Camilla,  July  2,  3;  Livingston,  9,  10 
I,ufkin  and  Corrigan,  16,  17. 

Dear  Brethren:  God  is  counting  on  us  ti 
do  our  best.  I  am  sure  you  can  readily  ap 
predate  the  needs  of  His  church  and  will  d( 
your  best  without  coercion.  You  are  men 
and  as  such  you  are  expected  to  do  a  ful 
man’s  job.  The  New  Orleans  Area  is  neai 
the  bottom  of  the  list  of  areas  in  its  Work 
Service  giving,  which  should  make  us  blusl 
with  shame.  But  the  more  disgraceful  fad 
is,  brethren,  the  area  has  lost  in  four  yean 
8,000  members.  Where  are  they?  Where  an 
the  nine?  May  God  help  us  to  “go  for  the 
lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel”  and  briiif 
them  back  to  the  fold. — J.  W.  Gilder,  Dist 
Supt. 

Murfreksboro  Disttrict.  Third  Round— 
Bordensville  and  Carthage,  April  30,  May  1 
Sparta  Ct.,  7,  8;  Sparta  Station,  7,  8;  Nelsor 
and  Butlers,  14,  15;  McMinnville  Ct.,  21,  22 
McMinnville  Station,  22,  23;  Cherry  Valley 
29,  30;  Dilton,  June  4,  5;  Manchester,  10: 
Dechard,  11,  12;  Tullahoma,  12,  13;  Murfrecs- 
lioro  Ct.,  18,  19;  Murfreesboro  Station,  26,  27; 
Lancaster  and  Rock  Springs,  July  2,  3. 

Dear  Brothers:  I  have  worked  very  hard 
to  stress  the  all  importance  of  looking  aftei 
every  interest  of  the  church.  We  have  now 
come  to  the  third  quarter.  Are  we  near  the 
mark?  Remember  we  are  to  raise  our  quota 
Easter  for  World  Service.  We  can  and  we 
should  do  it.  Never  before  has  the  demand 
been  so  urging  as  now.  Do  not  forget 
Walden.  Our  district  must  raise  the  assess¬ 
ment  for  the  above-named  school  endowment, 
which  is  $1,000.  Raise  your  share;  also  Pen¬ 
sion  and  Relief,  Episcopal  Funds,  Area  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  Southwestern.  We  are  to  report 
them  in  full  by  our  District  Conference, 
which  convenes  July  20-24,  at  Cookeville, 
Tenn.  Let  us  play  well  our  part  in  King¬ 
dom  building. — F.  N.  Collier,  Dist.  Supt.,  419 
State  Street,  Murfreesboro,  Tenn. 

Dickson  District.  Third  Round — Law- 
renceburg  and  West  Point,  April  9,  10;  Clif¬ 
ton,  16,  17;  Lexington,  23,  24;  Paris,  30,  May 
1;  Mansfield,  7,  8;  Dover,  10,  11;  Cumber¬ 
land  Furnace,  14,  16;  Dickson,  21-23;  Anni¬ 
versary  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society, 
25-29;  Springfield  Ct.,  28,  29;  Springfield,  29, 
30;  Shelby ville  Ct.,  June  4,  6;  Shelbyville 
5,  6;  Farmington,  11,  12;  Lewisburg,  18, 
19;  Columbia,  26,  26;  Springhill,  July  2,  3. 

Dear  Brethren:  The  Board  of  Bisliops 
prayed  that  we  work  in  all  the  charges  to 
the  end  that  we  may  realize  the  “Spiritual 
Rebirth”  of  the  church.  I  have  been  im¬ 
pressed  that  each  one  has  taken  this  seri¬ 
ously  and  that  you  have  been  working  to 
this  same  end.  During  the  suggested  period 
you  should  have  rejoiced  for  ingathering  of 
souls.  Easter  is  just  over  the  way.  I  feel 
sure  you  are  looking  forward  to  a  great 
World  Service  rally.  Some  of  the  charges 
have  turned  in  the  results  of  the  every-inem- 
ber  canvass.  All  are  expected  to  be  in  before 
Easter.  Please  do  not  fall  lower  than  your 
goal  of  advance  for  World  Service.  Bishop 
R.  E.  Jones  is  viewing  with  fatherly  care 
and  with  the  most  technical  scrutiny  all  the 
work  of  the  area,  and  has  some  idea  of  the 
strength  of  even  the  smallest  charges.  We 
have  urgently  but  reverently  insisted  that 
Bishop  Jones  meet  with  us  when  we  report 
our  Easter  collections,  and  he  has  very  kindly 
consented  to' meet  with  us.  The  place  wiU 
be  named  later.  Call  on  me  for  anything 
where  I  can  render  assistance.  I  am  your* 
for  the  cause,  J.  O.  Dixon,  Dist.  Supt. 
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Texabkana  Distbict.  Second  Round — 
Texarkana,  April  16,  17;  Bengin,  Highland, 
and  Murfreesboro,  23-25;  Centerpoint  and 
^Saratoga,  30  to  May  1,  2;  Locksburg,  Mace- 
^Alonia,  Holly  Springs,  and  Mt.  Carmel,  7-9; 
^^araloma,  Horatio,  and  McQueen,  14-16; 
Clow  and  Hope,  21-23;  Caddo  Gap,  June  4, 
6;  Stamps,  Canfield,  I^wisville,  and  Shady 
Grove,  10-13. 

Dear  Pastors:  We  are  now  beginning  tlie 
second  round  of  our  district  work,  and  in 
checking  up  for  the  first  quarter,  I  find  that 
we  are  greatly  in  the  arrears  along  all  lines. 
I  am  now  pleading  with  each  of  you  to  check 
uj)  closely  on  yourselves  each  week  this  quar¬ 
ter  and  push  every  phase  of  your  work. 
Tlicre  are  a  number  of  you  who  have  failed 
to  get  a  report  of  your  World  Service  collec¬ 
tions  from  your  charge  to  the  Chicago  oflBce 
the  first  quarter.  I  am  anxious,  brethren, 
that  you  wili  see  to  it  that  your  local  World 
Service  treasurer  gets  his  or  her  remittance 
in  not  later  than  the  first  of  each  month. 
Let  us  not  forget  Easter.  We  promised  at 
our  group  meeting  that  we  were  going  to 
make  it  a  red-letter  day  on  the  Texarkana 
District  in  raising  our  World  Service  quotas 
in  full.  Begin  now,  and  don’t  let  up  until  you 
have  done  it.  Our  bishop  will  be  in  the  State 
riglit  after  Easter  to  look  over  and  check  up 
on  our  work.  The  district  program,  as 
ndo])ted  at  our  group  meeting — 1,000  converts 
on  the  Texarkana  District  this  year.  World 
Service  quota  in  full  by  Easter,  and  our  full 
contribution  to  the  jubilee  endowment  fund 

•  for  Philander  Smith  College;  100  new  students 
from  the  Texarkana  District  ready  to  enter 
at  the  opening  in  Sejjtember;  and,’of  course, 
a  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  in  every 
family.  Brethren,  this  will  take  organization, 
planning,  working,  and  praying.  Can  we  do 
it?  My  answer  is.  Yes,  in  God’s  name  we 
will  do  it. — W.  C.  Rivers,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  1217  W.  20th  St.,  IJttle  Rock,  Ark. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

Wesson,  Miss. — The  first  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Wesson  charge  convened  March 
12,  1.3,  at  New  Hope  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  with  Rev.  G.  W.  Coleman  presiding. 
Several  of  the  official  members  were  present 
with  written  reports.  On  Sunday  Rev.  Cole¬ 
man  preached  two  soul-stirring  sermons;  one 
at  New  Salem,  the  other  at  New  Hope.  Paid 
district  superintendent  in  full,  $20.— L.  T. 
Jone.s,  Pastor;  Mrs.  L.  T.  Jones,  Reporter. 

PKTEBSBrBo,  Tenn. — Caldwell  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  is  still  moving  along 
in  fine  condition.  The  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Rev.  J.  O.  Dixon,  held  his  second  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference  March  12,  13,  with  great  suc- 
A  cess.  Our  Sunday  school  is  very  much  alive 
(jpand  the  Epworth  League  still  moves  on  to 
success.  Twenty-nine  communed  Sunday 
night.  We  raised  this  quarter,  $24.65.  Our 
pastor  is  putting  forth  every  effort  to  bring 
success  to  the  church  in  every  department. — 
T.  A.  Hardy,  Reporter. 

Reddick,  Fi.a. — The  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  March  12,  13.  After  the 
devotional  exercises,  the  Conference  was 
opened  for  business  by  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  F.  E.  Welch.  The  Conference 
was  a  splendid  one,  and  all  officers  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Conference  were  present  and  had 
Written  reports  which  showed  advancement 
along  all  lines.  The  Rev.  Welch  preached 
an  able  sermon,  and  lifter  the  3  o’clock  serv- 
^e  he  left  for  Orange  I,ake. — The  Rev.  G. 
M.  Hearst,  Pastor;  K.  I,.  Simmons,  Reporter. 

Pai.anvii.i.e,  La. — Our  second  Quarterly 
Conference  was  held  March  9,  with  the  dis- 
"ict  superintendent.  Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton, 
Presiding.  The  district  superintendent  was 
Well  pleased  with  the  reports  rendered  by  the 
leaders  and  stewards.  He  was  paid  in  full- 
paid  pastor,  $13.60;  World  Service,  $30.  We 

•IJave  ten  members  on  roll.  Our  church  was 
Wown  down  at  this  jilace  and  we  are  now 
noiding  service  in  a  house;  but  we  are  rais- 
money  now  to  rebuild  our  church  again, 
"'e  trust  our  condition  will  come  before  the 
*yes  of  the  general  church.— The  Rev.  G.  J 
"ogers.  Pastor. 


Bovce,  La. — Our  second  Quarterly  Con- 
,  ference  was  held  March  24,  with  the  Rev. 
I  S.  S.  Earles,  district  superintendent,  presid¬ 
ing.  He  was  well  pleased  with  the  reports 
;  made  by  the  members  of  the  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference.  We  are  proud  of  our  pastor,  the 
,  Rev.  G.  F.  Robinson,  and  we  believe  that 
under  his  leadership  we  are  going  to  put  the 
program  over  before  the  Conference  year  is 
over.  After  the  Conference  was  over  the 
members  and  several  friends  came  into  the 
church  and  presented  the  pastor  176  pounds 
of  select  groceries. — D.  L.  Harper,  Reporter. 

Hempstead,  Texas — The  district  superin¬ 
tendent  was  with  us  on  February  13,  14,  and 
held  his  second  Quarterly  Conference  with 
much  success.  We  paid  him  in  full  and 
raised  for  the  quarter,  $91.  We  had  with  us 
during  the  Conference  the  Revs.  T.  S.  Pryor, 
A.  J.  Newton,  E.  F.  Jackson,  S.  D.  Mays, 
r.  Scott,  and  S.  W.  Johnson.  The  Junior 
League  is  doing  nice  work  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Bro.  Willie  H.  Moore.  They  raised 
money  and  had  the  pews  stained.  We  have 
been  raising  money  on  World  Service  every 
Sunday. — The  Rev.  L.  V.  Harrison,  Pastor; 
R.  B.  Neal,  Reporter. 

Weir.  Miss. — The  first  Quarterly  Conference 
of  Weir  charge  was  held  at  Penderville  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  March  12,  13,  with 
our  new  district  superintendent.  Rev.  C.  V. 
Heffner,  in  the  chair.  He  was  introduced 
by  the  pastor.  Rev.  E.  D.  Cameron.  All 
officers  were  jiresent  with  good  reports.  Be¬ 
fore  entering  into  the  business,  we  had  an 
excellent  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Morris  Brown. 
The  Rev.  Heffner  preached  two  soul-stirring 
sermons  on  Sunday.  Total  amount  raised  in 
the  quarter  was  $78.22.  We  tender  our  heart¬ 
felt  thanks  for  these  good  men  to  lead  our 
forces  this  year.— Rena  M.  Potts,  Reporter. 

Brinki.ev,  Ark. — Our  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  February  27,  28,  at  Lake 
Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  Dr. 
J.  H.  Hatchett,  district  superintendent,  in 
the  chair.  In  spite  of  the  inclement  weather, 
all  officers  were  present  with  good  reports. 
After  the  business  meeting  was  over,  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  spoke  in  high  terms  of 
the  church  work.  The  Rev.  Hatchett  preached 
an  able  sermon  at  11  A.  M.  Sunday.  Thirty- 
seven  partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Raised 
during  the  day,  $22;  paid  the  superintendent, 
$16.25;  pastor,  $5.  We  are  planning  to  go 
over  the  top  this  year  with  our  new  pastor, 
the  Rev.  C.  H.  Howell.  Pray  for  us. — Re¬ 
porter. 

LockHART,  Miss. — The  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  of  Daleville  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  held  February  24,  1927.  The 
Rev.  D.  L.  Morgan,  district  superintendent, 
presided.  Many  officers  were  present  with 
good  reports  and  reported  as  follows:  C. 
Cole,  $1.26;  E.  C.  Cole,  $1.25;  John  Clayton, 
$1.25;  Mary  Stennis,  $1;  Victory  Clayton,  95 
cents;  Andrew  Cole  and  E.  C.  Cole,  Jr.,  60 
cents  each;  Cora  Hardy,  75  cents;  D.  Baxton, 
$3.15;  F.  McCornell,  75  cents;  A.  C.  Cole,  $2; 
Alpha  Arron,  $1.20;  Jessie  Grayer,  25  cents. 
At  night  the  Rev.  Morgan  preached  a  soul¬ 
stirring  sermon  from  Exod.  14.  16.  Total 
raised  during  the  quarter,  $21.90.— The  Rev. 
E.  S.  McLain,  Pastor;  V.  Stennis,  Reporter. 

Okoi-ona,  Miss.— The  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  convened  at  Mt.  Pisgah  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Friday,  March  18,  1927, 
the  Rev.  B.  W.  Wynn,  district  superintendent, 
presiding.  After  a  few  timely  remarks  the 
meeting  was  opened  with  the  usual  devotions. 
The  Conference  was  well  attended.  Excellent 
reports  were  rendered  by  a  number  of  officers. 
At  the  Sunday  evening  service  the  district 
superintendent  preached  to  a  large  and  ap¬ 
preciative  audience,  many  being  visitors  from 
other  churches.  Communion  was  adminis¬ 
tered,  and  the  full  quota,  $20,  paid.  We  are 
well  pleased  with  our  superintendent;  also 
with  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  D.  E.  McNair,  and 
pray  that  God’s  choicest  blessings  will  crown 
the  year’s  work. — Mrs.  J.  L.  Estes,  Reporter. 

Waskom,  Texas — St.  James  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  held  its  second  Quarterly 
Conference  February  27,  Dr.  E.  Holden,  pre¬ 
siding.  The  quarter  was  well  attended,  and 
the  Rev.  Holden  preached  a  wonderful  sermon 


Shut  In— Shut  Out 

These  words  apply  to  those  of  your  church 
or  community  who,  through  illness  of 
themselves  or  others,  home  duties,  or  the 
“task  of  making  a  living,"  are  denied  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  Sunday  morning 
session  of  your  school. 

But  there  is  no  Church  School  that  need  be 

Shut  Up  or  Shut  Away 

from  its  ministry  to  those  who  cannot 
attend  its  regular  worship  and  study  hours 

The  Home  Quarterly 

and 

The  Home  Visitor 

provide  the  means  by  which  you 
and  your  school  or  class  can  min¬ 
ister  to  these  deserving  folks 
through  the  Home  Department  or 
the  Extension  work  of  your 
Church  School. 

The  price  of  the  Quarterly  is  14c.  a  quarter; 
50c.  a  year.  Single  subscriptions,  annual 
only,  yoc.  The  Visitor — 15c.  a  quarter; 
55c.  a  year;  single  subscriptions,  annual 
only,  75c. 

We  will  gladly  furnish  samples  of 
these  Home  Magazines.  Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chicago  Boston  Detroit  Pittsburgh 
Kansas  City  San  Franciaco  Portland,  Ore. 


to  the  delight  of  all  who  heard  him  from 
Numbers  10.  29;  subject,  “Companionship.” 
All  claims  were  raised.  Under  the  able 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  V.  F.  Hickman,  our 
beloved  pastor,  the  church  is  making  rapid 
progress.  The  Epworth  League  and  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Society  rendered  an 
excellent  program  Sunday,  February  27.  On 
the  third  Sunday  we  had  a  successful  rally, 
and  $27.60  was  raised  by  this  small  band  of 
twenty-six  members.  Our  motto  is,  “Over  the 
top  and  let  others  follow.”  We  are  striving 
to  do  our  bit  to  spread  the  gospel.— R.  L. 
Hicks,  Reporter. 

Philadelphia,  Miss. — The  first  Quarterly 
Conference  of  the  Philadelphia  charge  was 
held  March  4.  This  marked  one  of  the  great 
Conferences  of  this  charge.  Devotional  serv¬ 
ice  was  conducted  by  the  pastor;  the  Rev. 
F.  L.  Wood  read  the  Scripture  lesson.  After 
some  timely  remarks  by  the  Rev.  D.  L. 
Morgan,  district  superintendent,  the  roll  was 
called  and  most  of  the  officers  answered 
present.  The  pastor’s  report  showed  the 
work  to  be  moving  on  nicely.  Every-member 
canvass  has  been  made  by  the  pastor,  and 
$1,962.24  has  been  subscribed.  The  Phila¬ 
delphia  charge  is  planning  to  make  this  the 
best  year  in  its  history.  Paid  pastor,  $90; 
district  superintendent,  $38;  raised  during  the 
Conference,  $80.  Dr.  Morgan  preached  a 
great  sermon  on  the  5th  from  John  14.  16. — 
E.  W.  Rogers,  Pastor;  Maggie  Moten,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Pei.ahatchie,  Miss. — Our  first  Quarterly 
Conference  of  the  Pelahatchie  circuit  was  held 
March  19  and  20  in  LRtle  Zion  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  with  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Wil¬ 
liams,  our  newly  appointed  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  and  his  family,  present.  After  a 
delicious  dinner  was  served  by  the  sisters  of 
the  church,  the  business  session  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  was  held.  The  large  crowd  present 
was  delighted  with  the  way  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liams  conducted  the  Conference.  The  super¬ 
intendent’s  salary  was  increased  from  $34  to 
$38  per  quarter,  and  was'paid  in  full  for  this 
quarter.  Two  members  have  been  added  to 
the  church;  paid  pastor,  $126;  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  $8;  church  building,  .$67;  moving  and 
traveling  expense,  ,$16.70.  We  will  raise  our 
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full  quota  for  World  Service  by  Easter.  We 
are  {ueased  to  have  the  wife  and  baby  of  the 
Rev.  Williams  in  our  home. — Mrs.  Ida  Jones, 
Reporter. 

Okoloka,  Miss. — The  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Pleasant  Valley  circuit  con¬ 
vened  at  Pleasant  Valley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  March  26  and  27,  with  the  Rev.  B. 
W.  Wynn  presiding.  Quite  a  number  of  the 
ofScials  were  present  and  answered  the  roll 
call.  After  preliminary  remarks  by  the  district 
superintendent,  he  called  for  reports,  and  to 
this  the  members  responded  beautifully.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  the  good  sisters 
in  the  way  of  entertaining  the  Conference 
with  well  prepared  baskets  of  edibles.  Dr. 
Wynn  was  at  his  best  on  Sunday.  He 
preached  from  Mark  2.  17,  and  the  sermon 
was  enjoyed  by  all.  We  are  very  grateful 
to  the  bishop  for  sending  us  these  great  men. 
Dr.  Wynn  and  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Cannon.  The 
district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full,  and 
a  liberal  collection  was  given  the  pastor.  The 
church  has  taken  on  new  life. — Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Crawford,  Reporter. 

New  Bloomfield,  Mo. — The  fourth  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference  of  the  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  convened  March  9,  the  Rev. 
C.  S.  Webster,  district  superintendent,  pre¬ 
siding.  The  Conference  was  well  attended, 
■and  he  was  pleased  with  the  good  reports 
rendered  by  the  officers.  The  district  super¬ 
intendent  was  at  his  best  and  preached  a  won¬ 
derful  sermon.  The  collection  was  $12,  and 
he  was  paid  in  full.  Under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  E.  T.  Carrington,  we  have  had  a  new 
roof  put  on  our  church  at  a  cost  of  $161, 
which  has  been  paid.  During  this  Conference 
year  his  plans  have  ever  been  for  the  advance¬ 
ment  and  spiritual  'growth  of  our  church, 
which  is  now  better  than  ever  before.  We 
are  also  gratified  to  be  associated  with  his 
efficient  wife.  We  will  thank  the  good  bishop 
and  his  cabinet  to  return  him  to  us.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  the  coming  of  Easter  with 
high  aims  and  great  hopes  for  a  successful 
day. — Mrs.  Hettie  Davis,  Reporter. 

West  Point,  Ga. — Whitesville  charge:  The 
second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  at 
Smith  Chapel,  March  26,  27,  with  the  Rev. 
J.  B.  Maddux,  district  superintendent,  pres¬ 
ent.  Saturday,  at  12.30  P.  M.,  the  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  S. 
Shuman.  The  Rev.  Maddux  gave  a  splendid 
talk  on  church  work.  The  pastor  made  some 
remarks  and  announced  that  dinner  would  be 
served  on  the  grounds.  The  good  sisters  of 
Smith  Chapel  prepared  a  nice  dinner.  At 
3.30  P.  M.  the  Conference  was  called  to  order. 
Many  were  present,  and  reports  showed  a 
splendid  advance  along  all  lines.  Collection 
on  Sunday  morning  amounted  to  $20.50.  The 
Sunday  school  raised  $1.12.  The  Rev.  Mad¬ 
dux  came  before  the  congregation  with  an¬ 
other  great  message ;  subject,  “Strive  to  Enter 
in  at  the  Straight  Gate.”  A  Collection  of  $10 
was  taken,  making  a  total  of  $30.50  for  the 
superintendent.  Sacrament  was  adminis¬ 
tered  to  forty-one  persons. — J.  A.  Knight, 
Reporter. 

Lawndale,  N.  C. — Our  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  convened  January  15  and  16,  with  the 
district  superintendent  present.  A  number 
of  the  officers  were  present,  and  their  reports 
showed  a  great  increase  along  all  lines  of 
church  work.  The  business  session  was  very 
inspiring.  At  11.30  A.  M.  the  Rev.  B.  L. 
Burge,  our  beloved  pastor,  filled  the  pulpit 
at  Philadelphia,  while  the  superintendent 
filled  the  pulpit  at  Brook’s  Chapel.  At  2.30 
P.  M.  the  superintendent  preached  an  excel¬ 
lent  sermon  at  Philadelphia  to  the  delight  of 
all  present.  The  church  is  progressing  nicely 
along  all  lines;  all  the  departments  are  at 
work.  We  hav(^'  a  splendid  Sunday  school. 
The  Ladies’  Aid  is  doing  a  work  worth  while 
in  Kingdom  building.  The  young  people  are 
falling  In  line  for  the  betterment  of  the 
church.  They  are  taking  an  active  part  in 
conducting  song  service  and  other  church 
work,  l^e  League  has  been  reorganised, 
with  Miss  Lissie  Blanton,  president.  The 
Rev.  Burge,  pastor,  is  leaving  no  stone  un¬ 
turned.  We  nope  to  make  this  a  great  year 
for  Kingdom  building. — Alice  Hamilton, 
Reporter. 


Little  Rock,  Akk. — The  first  Quarterly 
Conference  of  White’s  Memorial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  was  held  March  20,  21,  with 
the  Rev.  W.  S.  Sherrill,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  presiding.  The  Rev.  J.  A.  Brooks,  pas¬ 
tor  at  Sweet  Home,  preached  Sunday  at  11 
A.  M.  from  the  subject,  “Christ’s  Copy  Book.” 
The  Rev.  Sherrill  was  absent  on  account  of 
illness.  All  reports  were  good  and  showed 
an  increase  along  all  lines  of  the  work.  The 
superintendent  was  well  pleased  with  the 
work  and  was  paid  in  full  in  the  Conference. 
We  are  grateful  to  Bishop  Clair  for  sending 
us  the  Rev.  W.  S.  McDonald,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  pastorate  of  this  church  about 
three  years  ago.  He  found  a  struggling  con¬ 
gregation  worshiping  in  a  frame  building 
down  under  the  hill,  which  was  called  White’s 
Chapel.  Since  we  liave  moved  into  the  base¬ 
ment  of  our  new  brick  church  we  have 
changed  the  name  to  White’s  Memorial.  It 
is  designed  to  be  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
churches  within  the  confines  of  our  West  End 
Methodism.  Our  pastor  is  not  only  a  church 
builder,  but  a  great  leader  and  a  spiritual 
preacher.  Twenty-nine  accessions  have  been 
made  to  the  church  this  quarter.  With  God, 
as  our  Helper,  we  are  planning  to  go  into  our 
main  auditorium  in  the  near  future. — W.  H. 
D.  Bright,  Assistant  Pastor. 

Tupelo,  Mias. — On  March  5  and  7  the  first 
Quarterly  Conference  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  was  held  with  the  Rev.  B. 
W.  Wynn,  district  superintendent,  in  the 
chair.  After  devotional  service  the  Confer¬ 
ence  went  into  business  session.  Every  phase 
of  the  work  was  well  handled 'by  the  district 
superintendent.  Excellent  reports  were 
made  by  the  leaders,  which  showed  marked 
improvement  along  many  lines.  The  district 
superintendent  and  officers  extended  much 
praise  to  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Golden,  pastor, 
for  his  most  excellent  report.  The  consensus 
of  opinion  was  that  it  was  the  best  ever  read 
by  any  pastor  in  St  Paul  for  many  years. 
The  Rev.  Wynn  expressed  himself  as  being 
well  pleased  with  the  condition  of  the  work 
and  good  spirit  of  the  people  to  work  this 
year  as  never  before,  and  predicted  for  St. 
Paul  one  of  the  best  years  in  its  history. 
The  superintendent’s  claim,  $30,  was  raised. 
Love  feast  was  held  at  11  A.  M.,  Sunday, 
At  7.30  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Wynn  preached  a 
soul-stirring  sermon  to  a  full  house.  The 
Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  to  eighty- 
ohe.  Total  collection  for  the  day,  $44.  We 
are  proud  to  have  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Golden 
returned  to  us  as  pastor;  he  is  a  wide-awake 
Christian  gentleman,  and  is  carefully  looking 
after  every  interest  of  the  church. — Mrs.  M. 
A.  McEwe’n,  Reporter. 

Sikeston,  Mo. — Our  fourth  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  at  Sikeston  and  Poplar 
Bluff  charges  from  March  12-14.  The  Rev. 
LeRoy  Woolrich,  district  superintendent, 
presided.  On  Saturday,  March  12,  in  the 
afternoon,  the  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  the  Poplar  Bluff  charge.  The  members 
were  present  with  good  reports,  which  showed 
improvement  along  all  lines.  On  Sunday, 
March  13,  at  11  A.  M.,  the  Rev.  Woolrich 
delivered  a  soul-stirring  sermon.  At  3  P.  M. 
the  Rev.  Mrs.  Cora  Hudson,  of  Neelyville, 
Mo.,  preached  to  the  delight  of  many  hearers. 
At  4  P.  M.  Monday  the  Conference  was  held 
at  the  Sikeston  charge.  All  members  were 
present  with  good  reports,  which  made  the 
pastor  feel  very  much  uplifted.  At  6  P.  M. 
a  banquet  was  given  in  honor  of  the  district 
superintendent  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Knox.  The  Rev.  E.  L.  Gayles 
and  wife,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church;  the 
Rev.  Sam  Gayle  and  wife,  also  a  Baptist 
minister,  were  present  and  a  number  of  visit¬ 
ing  friends.  Prayer  service  was  conducted 
by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  M.  Madden.  At 
8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Woolrich  preached  a  soul¬ 
stirring  sermon.  The  Lord’s  Supper  was  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  district  superintendent. 
Just  before  the  closing  service  a  fountain  pen 
was  presented  to  the  superintendent  by  Bro. 
J.  W.  Knox,  in  behalf  of  the  members  of  the 
Sikeston  Mrthodist  Episcopal  Church.  Paid 
the  superintendent  in  full.  Total  amount 
raised  during  the  quarter,  $53.40.  Four  in¬ 
fants  and  two  adults  have  been  baptised  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. — Stella  V.  Smith,  Reporter. 


April  14,  1927 

Midway,  Texas — The  World  Service  and 
Community  Council  held  In  Midway  Chapel, 
February  23-25,  in  connection  with  the  sec¬ 
ond  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Madville 
circuit,  convening,  February  26,  27,  was  metl 
with  success.  The  meeting  was  opened  on  > 
We'dnesday  night,  with  prayer  service  con¬ 
ducted  by  Brother  Mid  Johnson  and  Sister 
Mary  Wasliington,  followed  by  some  timely 
remarks  on  the  object  of  the  World  Service 
drive  by  our  worthy  and  efficient  pastor,  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Stripling.  The  Rev.  J.  M.  John¬ 
son  was  then  introduced  and  preached  a  noble 
sermon.  On  Thursday  night  prayer  service 
was  conducted  by  Brother  Luther  Washing¬ 
ton  and  Sister  Mary  Grace,  after  which  a 
program  was  rendered,  conducted  by  the 
writer.  The  papers  read  by  Sisters  T.  An¬ 
drews  and  M.  E.  Morton  were  interesting  and 
arrested  tlie  attention  of  all  to  the  cause  of 
the  great  work  of  missions.  The  Rev.  J.  C. 
Stripling  filled  the  rostrum  and,  as  usual, 
made  our  hearts  rejoice  as  he  spoke  to  us. 
The  prayer  service  on  Friday  night  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Sister  Mary  Grace  and  Brother 
Mid  Johnson.  The  program  for  the  night 
was  conducted  by  Miss  A.  E.  Tarrow.  The 
paper  read  by  Sister  F.  A.  Washington  was 
well  taken,  and  the  talks  made  by  different 
ones  on  “The  Relation  of  the  Sunday  School 
to  the  Church”  was  indeed  inspiring.  Our 
district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  A.  J.  New¬ 
ton,  was  present  and  held  the  congregation 
spellbound  by  his  wonderful  sermon.  On 
Saturday  the  Quarterly  Conference  met  at  3 
o’clock,  with  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Newton,  district 
superintendent,  presiding.  Roll  was  called  I 
and  most  of  the  officers  were  present  with 
good  reports.  We  are  delighted  to  say  that 
the  churches  seem  to  be  moving  on  nicely 
and  that  the  spirit  of  love,  peace,  and  har¬ 
mony  is  existing,  which  is  an  assurance  of 
success.  We  witnessed  a  lively  Sunday 
school  Sunday  morning,  and  considered  it 
quite  a  treat  to  have  our  district  superin¬ 
tendent  present,  whose  wonderful  remarks 
were  gladly  received.  At  11  A.  M.  the  Rev. 
A.  J.  Newton,  district  superintendent,  took 
his  text  from  Ezek.  1.  1,  and  preached  a  noble 
sermon;  also  preached  again  at  3.30  P.  M. 
Total  collection,  $64.29.  Paid  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  in  full. — Mrs.  I.  B.  Green,  Re¬ 
porter. 

District  Conferences  and 
Conventions 

BROOKHAVEN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

The  Brookhaven  District  Pastors’  and 
Di.strict  Stewards’  Council  meeting  was  held 
in  Elizabeth  Crump  Chapel,  Brookhaven, 
Miss.,  March  3,  1927,  with  the  Rev.  G.  W. 
Coleman,  district  superintendent,  presiding.  , 
The  Rev.  J.  W.  Moulton,  our  pastor  at  Brook-  i 
haven,  conducted  the  devotional  service.s, 
after  which  D.  R.  Bentley  was  elected  sec¬ 
retary.  The  session  was  well  represented  by 
the  pastors  and  district  stewards  of  the  dis¬ 
trict.  The  roll  was  called  and  the  World 
Service  quota  presented  to  each  station  and 
circuit  and  by  a  motion  adopted,  and  the 
members  present  joined  in  a  lively  discussion, 
and  were  very  enthusiastic  in  putting  the  pro¬ 
gram  over  the  top  on  Easter.  The  Rev.  M. 
T.  J.  Howard,  one  of  the  former  district  su¬ 
perintendents  of  the  said  district,  and  worker 
in  our  schools  for  rural  pastors,  was  pre¬ 
sented  and  he  made  some  very  interesting 
and  timely  remarks  on  ^adership  and  organ¬ 
izing.  The  Rev.  G.  W.  Smith,  another  of  the 
former  district  superintendents,  was  pre¬ 
sented  and  cheered  us  on  the  way  in  speaking 
of  the  pastor  and  his  office  in  the  church.  A 
telegram  was  received  bearing  the  news  of 
regret  from  our  business  manager  of  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  be  present,  whereupon  D.  R.  Bentley 
was  elected  collector  of  the  subscriptions, 
and  eleven  cash  subscribers  were  received  in 
that  council  meeting  for  the  Southwestern  i 
Christian  Advocate,  to  be  sent  to  various! 
charges. 

The  presidents  of  the  various  group  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Brookhaven  District  elected  and 
charges  grouped  for  .special  services  and 
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evangelization  as  follows:  No.  1,  Columbia 
District,  D.  R.  Bentley,  president;  No.  2, 

Summit  and  Magnolia,  H.  E.  Morgan,  presi- 
4|dent;  No.  8,  Crystal  Springs,  R.  S.  Hammond, 
iH^resident.  The  three  above-named  presidents 
^nd  our  district  superintendent  to  plan  for 
the  district  convention.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Moul¬ 
ton,  our  pastor  at  Brookhaven,  and  his  good 
people  know  how  to  entertain  and  how  to 
feed  you,  which  of  itself  seems  to  say,  “Come 
again.”  All  went  away  rejoicing  and  to  do 
a  bigger  task  in  1927.— D.  R.  Bentley,  Re¬ 
porter. 

GULPSIDE  DISTRICT  STEWARDS’ 

AND  PASTORS’  COUNCIL 

The  District  Stewards’  and  Pastors’  Coun¬ 
cil  convened  in  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episco-  p.  A  DICKS  4.3.3  RnnrlwM 

pal  Church,  Pass  Christian,  Thursday.  March  UILKS  433  Bonrboi 

17,  1927.  The  Rev.  E.  A.  Wilson,  district  ; - 

superintendent,  presided.  Devotional  serv-  L.  H.  Smith,  which  showed  careful  study 

ice  was  conducted  by  the  district  superin-  ^he  same.  At  the  night  service  the  Rev. 

tendent.  The  Rev.  E.  A.  Wilson  delivered  E;  Rolax  spoke  on  World  Service.  The 

a  very  pathetic  address  concerning  the  breth-  district  superintendent  stressed  the  impor- 
reii  who  have  fallen  from  our  ranks  since  tance  of  putting  over  the  job  in  every  phase 
we  assembled  at  our  last  meeting.  He  em-  the  work.  Preachers  for  the  night  were: 
phusized  the  importance  of  enlisting  pre-  the  Revs.  F.  R.  Butler  and  H.  L.  Clark;  each 
pared  young  men  to  fill  the  depleted  ranks  sermon  was  a  masterpiece.  Collection  for 
of  those  who  have  fallen  a  victim  to  death,  the  day  was  very  good.  The  district  super- 
On  organization,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Campbell,  intendent  installed  the  district  officers:  the 
pastor  at  Ocean  Springs,  was  elected  secre-  R®'’-  W.  H.  Jones,  president;  the  Rev.  Sam- 
tary  and  reporter  to  the  Southwestern  uel  Green,  vice-president  (the  Rev.  Green 
Christian  Advocate.  Nearly  all  of  the  pas-  being  ill,  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Landry  was  proxy 
tors  and  district  stewards  were  present.  The  stead);  the  Rev.  H.  L.  Clark,  secre- 

l^^alnry  of  the  district  superintendent  was  the  Rev.  L.  H.  Smith,  assistant  secre- 

f^P-aised  by  a  few  of  the  charges.  The  follow-  tary;  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Rolax,  treasurer.  Reso- 
ing  charges  were  given  their  World  Service  lutions  were  offered  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Augus- 
quotas:  Basin,  $180;  Bay  St.  Louis,  $275;  tus  and  his  good  people  for  the  way  in  which 
Biloxi,  $263;  Bond  and  Wiggins,  $230;  Es-  they  entertained.  Brethren,  don’t  forget  the 
catawpa,  $185;  Gulfport  (Haven),  $250;  place  and  date  of  our  District  World  Serv- 
Gulfport  (St.  Mark),  $263;  Handsboro,  'ce  Convention,  which  will  meet  in  Crowley, 
$270;  Lumberton,  $200;  McHenry,  $135;  La.,  April  20,  21. — H.  L.  Clark,  Secretary  and 
McLain,  $232;  Picayune,  $150;  Merrill  and  Reporter. 

Vernal,  $1.35;  Moss  Point,  $461;  Ocean  _  _  , 

Springs,  $206;  Pass  Christian,  $274;  Wave-  MamaCTeS 

land  ^and  Pearlington,  $180;  Riehton,  .$274.  ® 

Various  plans  were  discussed  by  the  pastors,  PEOPLES  SMITH.  Mr,  Edward  Peoples 
district  stewards,  and  laymen  for  raisine  the  Smith  were  united  in  holy 
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Marriages 


World  Service  quotas.  The  following  breth¬ 
ren  discussed  their  methods:  the  Revs.  A.  L. 


wedlock  at  Washington  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Wardville,  La.,  March  6, 


Holland,  A.  H.  Latham,  G.  A.  Britton,  S  G  bride’s  father  is  a  loyal  class 

Roberts,  J.  B.  Campbell,  P.  H.  Rembert,  leader  in  this  church.  We  pray  God’s  bless- 
James  Gaddis,  F.  Smith,  J.  M.  Shumpert;  '"8  “PO"  this  couple.  On  January  16  Mr. 
also  Bro.  J.  C.  Jacobs,  a  wide-awake  layman,  layette  Peoples  and  Miss  Frances  Williams 


nmnGn&9 
Actioa.  Qom 

siSdNo 

If  ftoc  tmrolftj^od 


OrthTriM  Boh 
nMBufearCoiibudahMn. 
99  tai  poKieft  Um  M 
Moo  vBIlw 

NO-US  BALTlSORAMD. 


and  Bro.  Red. 

_  The  Rev.  E.  W.  Dean,  manager  of  Gulf 


were  united  in  matrimony  at  the  home  of  the 
bride.  Bro.  Isaac  Williams,  the  bride’s 


side  Association,  was  introduced  to  the  coun-  father,  is  a  local  preacher  in  our  church, 
cil  and  delivered  a  stirring  and  masterful  wi.sh  both  couples  a  long  life  and  happi- 

address,  emphasizing  “The  Ministry  Offers  a  Robinson  officiated.— Re- 

Challenge  to  the  Young  Men,”  which  was  Porter. 

S-  C.  WEATHERBY— WALLACE.  Sunday  eve- 
“t  3  P.  M.,  Miss  Magnolia  Wallace  and 
iKr  Sh?. f  ^  evangelistic  services  for  j^r  Earl  Weatherby  were  united  in  holy 
f  patrimony  at  New  ftope  Methodist  Episco- 
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a  few  brief  remarks.  This  was  indeed  an 
enthusiastic  meeting,  and  the  pastors,  dis- 


pal  Church,  Wesson,  Miss.  Mrs.  Weatherby 
is  a  member  of  New  Hope  Methodist  Epis- 


_ J  ,  ,  J  J  IL  .  ,  IS  IIICIIIUCI  III  ..rw  nouc  .MCiiiuuisi  J!.pis- 

a  V  nnH  Church.  Many  presents  we.-e  pre- 

siaL  In  i  f  i  w  rented  to  the  couple.^  We  wish  for  them  a 

ni^  ^  happy  voyage  over  life’s  sea.  The  Rev.  L. 

Too  "luch  praise  cannot  be  t.  Jones ‘officiated.-Mrs.  L.  T.  Jones,  Re- 
given  Dr.  Shumpert  and  his  loyal  members, 
who  served  a  delightful  repast  at  the  parson- 


TARArrA  Or  Snuff  Habii 
J  VPAvW.  Curwd  Or  No  Pay 

irJss:lss.iss^^ 


SOO.OOOMmi«4W 


■«  if  it  IiA.  Um4  by  ow 
NTM  BdliaMin.Md. 


«ge.  May  God  bless  us  all. — The  Rev.  J.  B 
Campbell,  Reporter. 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
PREACHERS’  MEETING 


MUoat^Outo 


l??XSSiJESTJS^^ 


WILLIAMS— WHEATON.  The  Rev.  B.  E.  HAJTOAKntAZORATOR 

Williams,  of  Stoneham,  Texas,  and  Mi.ss  Effie  — 

Wheaton,  of  Madisonville,  Texas,  were  mar-*  j  u  i 

ried  March  20,  1927,  by  the  Rev,  J.  C.  Strip-  by  the  hostess.— Mazie  Davis,  Re- 

ling  at  the  parsonage  in  Madisonville,  Texas. 

The  Rev.  Williams  is  serving  a  splendid  ]Vebsfer  Groves,  Mo.— St.  Louis  District 


PREACHERS’  MEETING  *be  parsonage  in  Madisonville,  Texas.  * 

The  fourth  Preachers’ Meetinir  for  this  Con-  Rev.  Williams  is  serving  a  splendid  J/o._St.  Louis  Dis 

ferenee  jear  of  the  lake  Charles^  T  a  E’^tension  Department.  Reports  for  the 

'4  yvnr  oi  tne  i.fHKe  unnries  uisinci,  success.  Mrs.  Williams  was  one  of  the  lead-  r> _ ..i _ tt-.!..-.  Kir..Ai-_ji_ a  t 


Louisiana  Conference,  was  held  March  16, 
1927,  in  Washington,  La.,  with  the  St.  James 


success.  Mrs.  Williams  was  one  ot  tne  lean-  quarter;  Crosby  Union  Methodist  Epis- 

mg  members  of  Wilson  Chape  Methodist  church,  $3.40,  Mrs.  F.  Dobson,  exten- 


A-  W'th  the  St.  James  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  she  held  several  sibn  secretar^  Kin  och  Methodist  Fniseonal 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev.  J.  L.  offices  and  is  a  charming  singer.  We  wish  S 


Augustius,  pastor;  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton, 
district  suiierintendent. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order,  and  de¬ 
votional  service  was  conducted  hy  the  presi- 
“fnt,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Jones;  prayer  by  the 
1^'  V',  ^*viith.  The  secretary  called  the 
foil.  The  following  ministers  answered  the 
oil  call:  the  Revs.  W.  J.  Hampton,  district 

..  4  .a. _ 1 _ 1.  a«v  «*  -r  w  A..  . 


Church,  $2.30,  Mrs.  Sallie  Porter,  extension 


fi>r  them  a  pleasant  voyage  over  life’s  sea.—  secretary;  Union  Memorial,  Samaritan, 
Reporter.  M’ebster  Groves,  Asbury,  and  East  St.  Louis 

Wesley  Tabernacle  made  no  report.  May  I 
vwT  f  1  ^“‘^b  president  .to  stress  the  extension 

W  Om&Il  S  UOlUITiri  work  more  in  God’s  name.  I  am  glad  to 

X  ..  ,  rr.,  .X,  report  one  new  paid-up  member,  Sister  Fan- 

LaTcreneefmr.7,  Tean -The  Woman’s  Ho^  Brooks,  Webster  Groves,  Mo.  We  are 

•"I  paying  -port 


L.  Clark,  Episcopal  Church  met  at  the  home  of  Sister 


E.  Rolax  Gi.n  hrVwp"T  'H  o.  oisicr  Yours  in  His  name,  Mrs.  F.  Dobson,  Dis- 

b^ndrri  L  A^JltS  F  R  Bonlr  ’^  1  hv  •  J  .  "iS  was  called  to  trict  Extension  Secretary,  7834  West  Rich- 

^  t.  R.  Butler,  W.  L.  order  by  the  president,  Mrs.  M,.  A.  Buchanan,  mnn3  Hpiirhis 

wmons.  Ihe  pastors  made  their  reports,  at  2  P.  M.  After  Scripture  reading  and  “  Heights. 

ch  .showed  improvements  along  all  lines,  prayer,  the  business  session  was  held;  ,$2.70  Leroishurg,  Tenn.— Miss  Sallie  Jones  enter- 
»unffny-school  lesson  was  taught  by  the  was  collected.  A  very  delicious  menu  was  tained  at  her  home  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society 
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of  Galilee  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Song  was  led  by  Mrs.  Addie  Ray,  president; 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Hudson,  pastor. 
The  reception  was  an  enjoyable  affair.  A 
beautiful  solo  was  rendered  and  short  talks 
were  made  by  tbe  pastor  and  others.  The 
Ladies’  Aid  is  doing  very  good  work,  intel¬ 
lectually,  financially,  and  spiritually,  under 
the  leadership  of  our  president,  Mrs.  Ray. 
We  are  hoping  to  beautify  our  church  and 
to  assist  In  various  causes  for  our  church. 
We  pray  that  our  aim  will  be  accomplished 
with  much  success,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Rev.  B.  J.  Hudson,  pastor.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  Miss  Sallie  Jones  for  this 
reception. — Reporter. 

Lawrenceburg,  Tenn. — ^The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  of  St.  John  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Buchanon  and  her  staff  of  offi¬ 
cers,  is  doing  a  great  work.  We  have  fur¬ 
nished  the  altar  with  a  nice  carpet,  and  also 
a  stove  for  the  parsonage.  We  look  after 
the  sick  and  needy  in  our  community.  We 
donated  $5  to  this  cause  and  stormed  one  sick 
family.  The  last  meeting  was  held  at  the  par¬ 
sonage,  where  we  enjoyed  ourselves  very 
much.  Collection  amounted  to  eighty-five 
cents.  A  two-course  menu  was  served  by 
the  hostess. — Mazie  Davis,  Reporter. 

Paris,  Ky. — Report  of  the  Lexington  Con¬ 
ference  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
for  the  quarter  ending  March  16,  1927:  Chi¬ 
cago  District,  $116.26;  Columbus  District, 
$140.60;  Hawesville  District,  $9.66;  Indian¬ 
apolis  District,  $116.14;  Lexington  District, 
$60.20;  Louisville  District,  $18.10;  grand  total 
for  the  quarter,  $469.84.  Standard  Bearers, 
$1.40;  King’s  Heralds,  $9.26;  Little  Light 
Bearers,  no  report.  Banner  district  for 
quarter,  Columbus;  second  honor,  Indian¬ 
apolis;  third  place,  Chicago.  Banner  auxiliary 
for  quarter,  St.  Mark,  $62.60;  second  honor, 
Springfield,  $46.90;  third  place,  Rushville, 
$41.66.  Banners  will  be  awarded  at  Annual 
Conference  at  Simpson,  Indianapolis,  April 
28,  1927. — ^Mrs.  C.  D.  C.  Mebane,  Treasurer, 
184  West  Eighth  Street,  Paris,  Texas. 

Bryan,  Texas — ^To  tbe  District  Presidents 
of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Texas  Conference  and  to  all  concerned: 
This  is  to  let  you  know  that  you  are  expected 
to  see  to  it  that  your  district  mite  box  secre¬ 
taries  order  and  put  out  as  many  mite  boxes 
on  her  or  their  respective  districts  as  they 
think  will  be  sufficient,  and  after  each  local 
charge  has  its  mite  box  opening, '  report  to 
your  Conference  treasurer  your  monies,  Mrs. 
A.  D.  Logan,  Marshall,  Texas,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  boxes  you  put  out,  the  number  opened, 
the  largest  amount  in  a  single  box,  the  total 
amount  in  all  the  boxes,  and  the  name  of  the 
person  who  held  the  box  with  the  largest 
amount ;  the  number  of  members  in  your 
auxiliaries.  Queen  Esther  Circles,  Mothers’ 
Jewels,  and  Home  Guards.  Send  this  to  your 
Conference  mite  box  secretary.  I  shall  send 
the  report  blanks  in  the  near  future.  There 
is  a  banner  to  be  given  away  this  year  to  the 
Conference  having  the  largest  per  cent  gain. 
— Mrs.  Ella  Mae  Blue,  Conference  Mite  Box 
Secretary,  Box  21,  Bryan,  Texas. 

Special  Notice 

CENTRAL  MISSOURI  CONFERENCE 

All  ministers  who  expect  to  bring  their 
wives  with  them  to  the  coming  session  of  the 
Central  Missouri  Conference,  April  20-24,  will 
kindly  notify  the  pastor  at  once;  also  state 
the  number  of  missionary  ladies  who  will  at¬ 
tend  from  your  charge. — W.  L.  Lee,  Pastor, 
410  North  Laurine  Street,  Sedalia,  Mo. 


Inquiry 


I  wish  to  inquire  for  Mr.  Robert  Gamble, 
last  heard  of  in  Washington,  Ark.,  from  which 
place  he  was  supposed  to  have  gone  to  Texas. 
Any  information  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 
His  father’s  name  is  John  Gamble,  of  Toi¬ 
lette,  Ark.  Please  send  any  information  to 
the  Rev.  James  Baxter,  P.  O.  Box  26,  Center- 
point,  Ark. 


The  Cream  of  the  Hymnal 

Great  Hymns  of  the  Church 

Compiled  by 

BISHOP  WILBUR  P.  THIRKIELD 

Bishop  THIRKIELD  has  gathered  out  of  the  Methodist  Hymnal  a 
group  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  hymns  which.  In  his  judgment,  are 
worthy  of  the  designation  “great.”  He  has  added  an  Order  of  Wor¬ 
ship  adapted  from  Wesleys  Sunday  Service,  and  selections  from  the  Psalter 
arranged  as  a  Responsive  Service.  This  selection  of  hymns  will  meet  the  desire 
that  has  been  widely  expressed  for  a  shorter  hymnal  which  shall  contain  the 
more  favorably  known  and  more  frequently  used  hymns  of  the  original  book, 
but  is  not  meant  to  be  a  substitute  for  the  Hymnal. 

On  account  of  the  low  price  at  which  Great  Hymns  of  the 
-  Church  is  offered  for  sale,  it  is  requested  that  cash  be  sent 
with  the  orders. 

Price:  net,  per  copy,  16  cents,  postpaid.  Per  hundred,  $10.00,  carriage  extra. 

THE  METHODIST  BOOK  CONCERN 
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CHICAGO  BOSTON  PITTSBURGH  KANSAS  CITY 
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DETROIT 


Tuskegee  Institute  Summer  Quarter 

TEN  WEEKS:  JUNE  6  TO  AUGUST  13 
First  Term:  June  6  to  July  9.  Second  Term:  July  11  to  August  13. 

week.  Twelve  weeks’  work  in  ten  weeks.  Credit  granted 
toward  High  School  and  Junior  College  Diplomas  in  Teacher  Training. 

Certificates  extended  and  renewed.  Registration  fee,  $3.50  for  one  term;  or  $6.00  for 
both  terms,  payable  in  advance.  Write  for  Catalog. 

R.  R.  MOTON,  Principal  E.  C.  ROBERTS,  Director 


Surely  You  Forgot 


We  watched  the  mails  last  week  for  your  Renewal. 
Read  above  your  name  and  observe  your  date  of  ex¬ 
piration. 

Stop!  Look  Now! 

Get  Money  Order  for  $1.50.  Fill  out  the  blank 
below  and  mail  to-day. 
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To  Meet  the  China  Emergency 

UPON  the  urgent  advice  of  the  United  States  legation,  our  mission 
workers  in  the  interior  of  Southern  China  have  been  withdrawn  to 
the  seaports  and  in  some  cases  are  to  be  brought  home.  This  is  a 
necessary  measure  of  precaution  against  perils  due  to  civil  war  and  the  ac¬ 
companying  agitation  against  foreigners. 

To  remain,  under  the  circumstances,  would  have  been  not  only  to  in¬ 
tensify  the  anti-foreign  feeling  and  so  needlessly  to  imperil  missionary  lives 
and  property,  but  also  to  render  more  difficult  the  situation  of  the  Chinese 
Christians,^  whose  loyaltj'^  to  their  church  as  well  as  their  nation  is  assured. 

The  bishops  in  China— Birney  at  Shanghai,  Grose  at  Peking,  and  Brown 
at  Foochow— are  doing  everything  possible  to  protect  missionary  life  and 
property,  and  their  cables  assure  us  that  native  Christians  are  giving  every 
possible  support  to  the  Church. 

The  dislocation  of  many  missionary  families,  their  transportation  under 
emergency  conditions,  and  at  war  prices,  for  great  distances,  in  many  cases 
exceeding  a  thousand  miles,  their  housing  and  support  during  the  period  while 
their  work  is  interrupted,  have  suddenly  brought  upon  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  large  and  altogether  unforeseen  expense,  at  a  time  when  the  treasury 
is  entirely  without  funds  to  meet  an  emergency  which  is  comparable  with 
famine,  flood,  tempest,  or  earthquake.  There  is  immediate  need  of  at  least 
$75,000  to  meet  this  emergency  which  is  pressed  upon  us  by  the  bishops  in 
China,  who  are  face  to  face  with  the  situation,  and  who,  with  full  knowledge 
of  the  facts,  have  authorized  the  temporary  withdrawal  of  the  missionaries. 

M  e  place  this  situation  on  the  heart  and  conscience  of  a  sympathetic 
and  generous  church,  appealing  for  immediate  contributions  to  the  amount 
of  at  least  $75,000  to  care  for  the  pressing  needs  of  the  men  and  women  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  missions,  whose  field  is  being  swept  by  the  whirl¬ 
wind  of  the  Chinese  revolution.  Surely  Methodism  may  be  depended  on  to 
care  for  its  own  in  this  time  of  trial. 

Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  Morris  W.  Ehnes,  treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (150  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York),  and  marked  for  the  “China  Emergency  Fund.” 

John  R.  Edwards, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
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New  Orleans  District  Methodist 
Brotherhood  Holds  Meeting 

By  Dr.  A. 


The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  New 
Orleans  District  Methodist  Brotherhood 
has  closed,  leaving  a  lasting  impression 
upon  all  who  attended.  The  Methodist 
Brotherhood  met  in  Wesley  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  South  Liberty,  between  Poy- 
dras  and  Perdido  Streets,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  April  6,  7.  Dr.  A.  W,  Brazier, 
its  president,  was  in  the  chair. 

At  9  o’clock,  Wednesday  morning,  the  Rev. 
C.  W.  Reeves,  pastor  of  Peck  Memorial 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  conducted  the 
devotional  services;  Bros.  Robert  Armstead 
and  W.  R.  Butler,  convention  registrars. 
Brief  remarks  were  made  by  the  president; 
visitors  were  introduced,  and  strong  ad¬ 
dresses  were  delivered  by  Mr.  Marshall  Bal¬ 
lard,  of  the  Item  Tribune,  and  Mr.  H.  H. 
Ahrens,  religious  editor  of  the  Times-Plca- 
yune;  Prof.  Pierre  Landry,  representing 
Craig  School;  Prof.  W.  Barker,  representing 
Willow;  Prof  George  Parker,  representing 
No.  35  High.  Strong  addresses  were  also 
made  by  students  of  New  Orleans  Univer¬ 
sity,  namely:  Messrs.  W.  W.  Sarter,  Joseph 
Reson,  L.  Steward,  William  Bickham,  Eddie 
Atkins,  Octave  Lillie,  Warren  Grant,  John 
Edwards,  and  David  Segue. 

Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  resident  bishop  of 
New  Orleans  Area,  delivered  an  inspirational 
address.  Bishop  Jones  needs  no  introduction 
as  a  platform  speaker  to  the  American  pub¬ 
lic;  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  in  this 
address  he  was  at  his  best,  and  all  felt  greatly 
benefited,  lifted,  and  inspired  as  a  result  of 
his  matchless  effort.  The  Hon.  Nichols  Bauer, 
superintendent  of  city  public  schools,  sent  a 
letter  regretting  his  inability  to  be  present, 
but  very  kindly  permitted  the  male  princi¬ 
pals  and  as  many  of  the  male  teachers  and 
students  in  the  advanced  classes  to  be  pres¬ 
ent  on  the  morning  of  the  first  day.  Prof. 
A.  E.  Perkins,  principal  of  Danneel  School, 
also  sent  statements  of  regret  on  account  of 
his  being  out  of  the  city  on  that  day. 

Wednesday  afternoon,.  Attorney  F.  B. 
Smith  presided.  Devotionals  were  conducted 
by  Dr.  J.  W.  Wells,  pastor  of  Trinity  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  following 
topics  were  discussed:  Evangelism,  the  Rev. 
M.  R.  Walker,  district  superintendent  New 
Orleans  District;  World  Service:  The  Field 
and  Its  Needs,  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Brown,  D.D., 
pastor  of  Mt.  Zion;  Our  Imperative  Duty, 
Bro.  Robert  Armstead,  secretary  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Brotherhood;  What  Shall  the  Answer 
Be,  Bro.  Andrew  Turner,  pastor  of  our 
church  at  Mandeville. 

The  evening  session  was  presided  over  by 
Dean  R.  B.  Hayes;  devotional  services  were 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Handy,  pastor 
of  People’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
Community  Center.  Dr.  W.  H.  Robin,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  city  Board  of  Health,  delivered 
a  very  able  and  instructive  addre.ss.  He 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  his  board, 
ns  well  as  the  State  board,  stood  ready  at 
all  times  to  co-operate  with  physicians  and 
others  of  the  race  in  health  matters.  He 
jiaid  a  tribute  to  the  Negro  physicians  who 
have  always  co-operated  with  the  board,  and 
not  one  has  been  charged  with  violating  the 
laws  of  the  city  or  State  Board  of  Healtli. 
He  wanted  to  know  why  the  health  rate  of 
Negroes  is  so  low  and  the  death  rate  so 
high,  and  why  the  span  of  life  of  the  aver¬ 
age  white  man  has  been  lengthened  while  tlie 
s])an  of  life  of  the  average  black  man  has 
been  shortened.  We  quote  from  his  speed: 
the  following:  “Follow  the  advice  of  tl:e 
doctors  of  your  race;  you  can’t  go  wrong. 
I  have  never  known  a  Negro  doctor  who  will¬ 
fully  violated  any  of  the  health  ordinances 
of  tlie  city.  Your  men — your  doctor.s — are 
competent.  Learn  to  take  baths;  learn  to  get 
better  housing  conditions;  make  war  on  mos¬ 
quitoes.  Any  man  and  every  man  can  go 
a  long  way  towards  improving  conditions  in 
his  immediate  neighborhood.  Form  groups 
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to  improve  the  healtli  conditions  of  your  peo- 
jilc.  Help  the  State  and  city  health  officials 
by  reporting  cases  of  contagious  diseases. 
Don’t  be  afraid  of  vaccination.  The  diseases 
which  take  the  heaviest  toll  among  Negroes 
can  be  jirevented.  When  contracted  they  can 
he  cured.  Take  tuberculosis;  it  can  be  cured. 
But  it  cannot  be  cured  if  you  shut  all  the 
doors  and  windows,  if  you  live  too  closely 
together  with  a  tubercular  without  taking  any 
j)  recaution.’’ 

Dr.  L.  B.  Landry,  health  writer  for  the 
Louisiana  Weekly,  spoke  briefly  on  health 
problems.  Dr.  H.  Roger  Williams,  a  prac¬ 
ticing  physician  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  Dr.  J. 
S.  Clark,  president  of  Southern  University, 
both  delivered  strong  and  inspiring  addres.ses. 
Dr.  Clark  spoke  in  part  as  follows:  “It* is 
(disurd  for  people  of  our  race  to  allow  (dl 


NOTICE! 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Book  of  Discipline,  Paragraph  S81, 
Section  S,  the  Book  Committee  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  hereby 
called  to  meet  in  annual  session  Wednes¬ 
day  morning,  April  !B7, 19£7,  in  the  Edge- 
water  Beach  Hotel,  Chicago,  III,  at  10 
o’clock. 

William  P.  Conner,  Chairman. 

Ezra  8.  Tipple,  Secretary. 


our  insurance  to  go  into  a  high-priced  casket 
in  which  to  be  put  into  the  ground  while  our 
children  are  left  naked  and  unfed.  There 
should  be  a  clause  in  these  insurance  policies 
providing  that  at  least  a  certain  amount 
should  go  to  the  dependent  survivors.  More 
than  $100,000  was  spent  in  New  Orleans 
last  year  in  Negro  funerals.  In  1920  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  had  100,930  Negroes; 
6,000  of  them  were  ill  all  the  year;  their  loss 
earnings  amounted  to  more  than  $750,000.” 

Thursday  morning.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Taylor 
presided.  Devotional  services  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  Dr.  E.  D.  Williams,  pastor  of  St. 
Peter  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Topics  for  discussion:  The  Laymen  in  the 
Annual  Conference.  First,  the  minister’s 
viewpoint  was  very  ably  discussed  by  Dr.  C. 
S.  Stanley,  pastor  of  First  Street  Church, 
and  the  layman’s  viewpoint  was  ably  looked 
after  by  Dr.  Thaddeus  Taylor,  a  practicing 
physician,  formerly''of  Natchitoches,  now  re¬ 
siding  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans.  These  topics  were  very  ably  dis¬ 
cussed  by  others,  and  a  solo  was  rendered 
to  the  delight  of  all  by  Mr.  B.  McHubbard. 

'Address,  Christianity  vs.  Religion,  Dr.  H. 
Roger  Williams,  Mobile,  Ala.  Dr.  Williams 
again  was  at  his  best,  and  his  Iwarcrs  were 
delighted  to  listen  to  him. 

Thursday  afternoon.  Dr.  Brazier  presided. 
Devotional  services  were  conducted  by  Dr. 
A.  C.  Yearwood,  of  Petty  Metropolitan 
African  Methodist  Zion  Episcopal  Church. 
To])ic,  Giilfside  (Waveland,  Miss.)  Activi¬ 
ties:  Its  Needs  and  Possibilities,  was  very 
ably  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  conven¬ 
tion.  New  Orleans  University:  Its  Present 
Outlook,  was  discussed  hy  Dr.  O.  E.  Kriege, 
tiresident.  What  the  Local  Church  Can  Do 
for  the  University  was  discussed  l)y  Drs.  G. 
C.  Haywood,  Fi.  D.  Williams,  W.  Scott  Chinn, 
and  others. 

Thursday  evening  the  great  meeting  reached 
its  climax,  with  Dr.  F.  W.  Brown  conduct¬ 
ing  the  devotional  services.  Tojdc,  Social 
Service  Activities.  Address,  Sylvania  F. 
Williams’  Community  Center,  was  ably  dis¬ 
cussed  by  Mr.  C.  K.  Stalnaker,  executive 
secretary.  A  very  excellent  solo  was  ren¬ 
dered  by  Mr.  George  L.  Johnson,  of  the 
Recreational  and  Playground  Activities  of 
America. 

Dr.  Phil  Deschner,  jiastor  of  Napoleon 
AveTiue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  recently 


elected  president  of  Blinn  Memorial  Colleg 
at  Brenham,  Texas,  delivered  a  very  stroi 
message.  Dr,  Deschner  is  an  able  and  cqi 
vincing  speaker.  Our  group  hears  him  glai 
at  all  times  for  the  reason  that  he  practie 
what  he  preaches.  We  can  safely  say,  wii 
Dr.  Deschner  we  have  a  friend  “in  court 

Segregation:  Its  Baneful  Influence,  wi 
very  ably  discussed  by  Attorney  F.  B.  Smit 
Attorney  Smith  is  one  of  the  strong  laym: 
of  the  Methodist  Episcojial  Church,  havii 
attended  five  or  more  General  Conference 
He  was  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  in  tl 
segregation  case  which  came  up  in  Was 
ington  before  the  United  States  Supren 
Court. 

The  brotherhood  is  doing  effective  work 
the  various  churches  where  local  chapters  hai 
been  organized.  More  and  more  men  a; 
coming  to  realize  their  duties  and  respons 
bilities  to  the  great  church.  The  ineetir 
closed  with  the  following  resolutions  unai 
imously  adopted: 

The  stages  in  the  progress  of  the  huint 
race  have  always  demanded  a  commensura 
leadership.  When  thoroughly  aroused  to  tl 
situation,  men  have  never  failed  to  respor 
and  tackle  with  a  will  the  problem  that  coi 
fronts  them. 

The  outstanding  religious  movements  ( 
the  past  developed  an  illustrious  leadershi 
The  birth  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chun 
marks  one  of  the  great  stages  in  the  world 
religious  movements.  She  has  ever  been  t 
the  alert.  Her  ringing  call  for  service  she 
not  go  unheeded.  Therefore  be  it  1 

Resolved,  That  the  New  Orleans  Distri 
of  the  Methodist  Brotherhood,  in  its  fir 
annual  session,  here  and  now  renews  its  pled| 
of  loyalty  to  the  great  church  and  its  worl 
activities,  and  declares  it  our  purpose  i 
loyally  stand  by  in  every  way  its  religiou 
moral,  and  civic  movements  for  the  upli 
of  humanity  at  home  and  abroad. 

We  urge  a  greater  manifestation  of  tl 
man  power  of  the  church  in  its  local  as  we 
as  its  world-wide  movements. 

We  further  urge  the  organization  of  tl 
brotherhood  in  every  local  church  in  tl 
Louisiana  Conference,  to  the  end  that  tl 
men  of  the  church  may  plan  a  larger  prograi 
of  service  in  the  various  activities  that  ha\ 
to  do  with  the  betterment  of  mankind;  ar 
we  hereby  pledge  our  support  to  work  i 
harmony  on  any  jiroposition  put  forth. 

We  look  with  pride  upon  the  increased  ii 
fluence  and  recognition  of  the  New  Orlear 
University  and  commend  the  present  admii 
istration. 

We  unqualifiedly  endorse  the  Gulfsid 
movement  as  one  of  the  outstanding  agencu 
for  the  religious,  educational,  and  social  uj 
lift  of  bur  people. 

We  sincerely  appreciate  the  aid  of  tt 
pre.ss  rendered  us  during  the.se  meetings,  j 

Our  thanks  arc  heartily  extended  to  t! 
pastor,  officers,  and  members  of  Wesle 
Church  for  their  hosjiitality. 
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^^FTER  Easter  there  is  observed  well-nigh  univer- 
/A  sally  throughout  Christendom  the  custom  of  fever¬ 
ish  evangelistic  activity.  Both  in  its  intensity  and 
the  area  of  extent  is  this  phase  of  church  energy  notice¬ 
able.  It  is  a  species  of  periodic  evangelism.  It  has  its 
sufficient  grounds  of  justification  within  the  program  of 
the  church,  as  no  mean  sanction  being  found  in  the  mag¬ 
nificent  results  recorded  annually  by  the  churches  when 
their  reports  are  all  in.  It  is  perhaps  a  fact  of  laud¬ 
able  church  pride  that  the  bulk  of  the  recruits  to  the 
ranks  of  Christianity  are  obtained  through  the  Easter 
season  efforts  of  the  churches. 

Reflection  as  to  the  reasons  for  such  extra  stimula¬ 
tion  in  evangelistic  effort  as  is  manifest  during  this  par¬ 
ticular  period  would  show  that  there  is  the  general  con- 
^  viction  among  church  workers  that  this  is  the  most  favor- 
able  occasion  of  the  year  for  making  the  evangelistic 
appeal.  And  such  conviction  is  an  accurate  one,  if  we 
cease  to  think  in  terms  of  sustained  evangelistic  effort. 
For  periodic  evangelism,  of  all  periods,  Easter  is  with¬ 
out  doubt  the  most  disposing  occasion.  Christmas  is  a 
good  time,  but  lacking  in  that  element  of  seriousness  and 
reflection  which  characterizes  Easter.  In  the  festivities 
of  the  Christmas  season,  the  modern  masses  have  sadly 
lost  the  significance  of  the  new-born  Christ  for  the  world’s 
salvation.  Not  quite  so  with  the  Easter  event. 

That  drama  has  as  its  dominant  theme  the  Risen  and 
E'er-living  Christ.  To  the  public  thought  He  is  now 
not  merely  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem,  to  whose  triumph 
over  world  forces  we  look  forward  with  solicitude,  but  He 
IS  to  this  and  coming  generations  the  victorious  Christ, 
having  conquered  death  and  the  grave,  and  He  wlio,  dur¬ 
ing  nineteen  centuries,  lias  been  steadily  conquering  and 
winning  undisputed  sway  over  the  individual  personal 
and  group  life  of  mankind.  The  scenes  and  incidents  of 
^  His  life  iinmediately  preceding  and  following  His  resur¬ 
rection  arc  the  most  dramatic  and  thrilling  of  the  entire 
series  of  His  marvelous  life;  and  more  than  any  other 
they  have  captured  the  interest  of  men  during  all  the 
subsequent  centuries.  The  Easter  season  is  dynamic  with 
evangelistic  appeal  as  is  no  other  period  of  the  year. 

At  this  time  also  is  the  religious  consciousness  of 
humanity  tenderer  than  at  other  times.  Now  human  sym¬ 
pathies  are  awakened  and  ally  themselves  passionately 
with  the  purposes  and  mission  of  Jesus.  With  Him  they 
enter  the  struggles  and  sacrifices  which  He  experienced 
to  make  possible  the  attainment  of  His  object.  In  a 
sense  Jesus  did  tread  “the  wine-press  alone.”  But  to¬ 
day,  in  another  sense.  He  does  not  tread  it  alone;  for 
there  are  unnumbered  thousands  who  abandon  themselves 
to  as  complete  sympathy  with  Jesus  in  the  full  scope  of 
^  IS  suffering  as  is  possible  for  human  beings  to  enter 
in  Jiartnership  with  the  Divine.  When  men  arc  thus  emo- 
tionally  disposed,  it  is  a  good  time  to  make  the  appeal 
their  loyalties,  even  of  those  who  have  not  previously 
declared  their  attachment  to  Jesus  and  their  professed 
declaration  to  follow  Him. 

Likewise  there  arises  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  empty 
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tomb  a  fresh  sense  of  humanity’s  common  kinship  and 
of  our  responsibility  for  the  spiritual  well-being,  each 
I  and  all,  for  the  other.  Under  such  wholesome  reflections, 
both  the  eyangelistic  urge  and  reaction  thereto  by  the 
objects  of  our  endeavors,  find  a  happy  medium  for  ex¬ 
pression.  That  other  men  are  akin  to  us  is  a  fact  that 
impels  us  even  to  the  point  of  anxiety  to  seek  the  enrich¬ 
ment  of  their  lives,  the  guarantee  of  their  spiritual  satis¬ 
factions,  by  helping  to  bring  them  under  the  influence 
of  that  One  who  came  that  men  might  have  the  Life 
abundant  and  eternal.  And  it  is  an  earnest  of  success 
and  of  divine  approval  on  its  work  that  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  never  before  is  finding  the  hearts  of  men 
responsive  to  her  message  and  reciprocal  toward  her 
earnest  activity. 

Similarly  it  should  be  urged  that  evangelistic  activ¬ 
ity  at  Easter  time  is  well  directed  effort  in  that  it  gives 
opportunity  for  the  church  itself  and  society  to  restudy 
the  institution  upon  which  society  looks  and  is  depend¬ 
ent  for  keeping  alive  the  Christian  religious  tradition 
among  men.  Other  social  institutions  frankly  avow  this 
is  not  their  mission,  and  accordingly  are  pursuing  the 
objects  that  accord  with  their  purpose  and  genius.  With 
this  other  type  of  social  institution  the  church  joins 
hands  and  interest  in  every  point  that  makes  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  spiritual  nature  of  men.  This  function 
with  the  church  is  primary;  ’tis  all  the  business  of  the 
chuich  to  effect  the  spiritual  regeneration  of  human  so¬ 
ciety. 

That  which  is  primary  with  the  church  is  secondary 
with  these.  In  the  light  of  this  service  to  society,  the 
Easter  season  affords  a  most  favorable  background  from 
which  men  may  view  and  appraise  the  church  for  its 
social  worth.  And  nothing  could  contribute  more  to 
a  favorable  appraisal  of  its  value  for  the  eternal  good 
of  mankind  than  that  the  church  should  be  studied  in 
the  prosecution  of  its  evangelistic  task  at  the  time  of 
the  Easter  urge. 

Eastertide  evangelism  is  justified  by  the  urgent  need 
as  well  as  by  the  occasion.  Merely  as  an  organization,' 
the  church  needs  the  recruits.  It  is  said  that  there  are 
in  the  United  States  to-day  at  least  seventy-five  millions 
of  people  to  whose  thinking  the  church  makes  no  appeal ; 
who  go  on  living  just  as  though  there  were  no  church  in 
their  midst.  There  is  a  rirtual  decrease  yearly  in  the 
number  of  recruits  to  the  ranks  of  the  churches.  In  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  were  recorded  more  than 
10,000  baptized  children  in  1923.  In  1925  not  more 
than  half  this  number  were  reported.  Irregularities  in 
record  keeping,  etc.,  may  be  pleaded,  but  other  evidence 
adds  to  the  proof  that  recruiting  to  the  ranks  in  the  mod-  . 
ern  church  appears  to  be  on  the  wane.  Our  Methodist 
records  revealed  a  slump  of  practically  three-fourths 
in  the  net  gain  of  membership  in  the  year  1925  as  con¬ 
trasted  with  that  of  the  year  1923. 

Easter  evangelism  is  valuable  as  a  method  of  rein¬ 
forcing  membership  loyalty  to  the  churches.  What  must 
be  said  respecting  the  loyalty  of  those  thirty-five  per 


304 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


April  21,  1927 


cent  of  our  total  Methodist  membership  who  fail  to  con¬ 
tribute  support  to  the  benevolent  program  of  their  de¬ 
nomination?  In  their  attitude  is  involved  a  vital  prin¬ 
ciple  as  deep  as  is  their  membership  vow.  The  obligation 
which  they  break  is  sacred ;  and  the  breaking  of  such  an 
obligation  works  a  reflex  detriment  on  personal  char¬ 
acter.  In  recreating  a  keen  sense  of  personal  obligation 
and  loyalty  on  part  of  the  membership  toward  their 
denominational  institutions,  the  Easter  evangelistic 
activity  is  worth  while. 

But  not  in  the  appropriateness  of  the  season  nor 
even  in  its  purpose  to  satisfy  such  secondary  needs  as 
the  rehabilitation  of  itself  as  a  formal  institution  does 
the  church  find  its  supreme  reason  for  evangelism  at 
Easter  time.  It  is  rather  in  the  conviction,  stronger  at 
Easter  because  of  the  stirring  tragedy  of  the  hour,  that 
sin  is  the  most  destructive  fact  in  human  experience; 
that,  only  through  the  passion  of  Jesus,  sin  can  be  con¬ 
quered;  that  the  church  is  divinely  ordained  to  preach 
this  truth  to  lost  men;  that  the  task  is  an  immediate 
one;  that  its  performance  faithfully  through  His  Spirit 
will  result  in  the  conversion  of  men  not  only  as  to  their 
intellectual  beliefs,  but  in  their  moral  attitudes  so  that 


Uiere  will  be  definite  commitment  of  men  to  the  way  of 
life  advocated  and  exemplified  by  Jesus,  the  crucified, 
risen,  and  ever-living  Christ.  Herein  is  a  world  of  force, 
an  irresistible  constraint,  that  makes  the  church  of  Je- 
sus  Christ  restive  as  long  as  she  is  aware  that  there  is  a 
life  in  which  Jesus  has  not  been  accorded  first  place,  and 
that  there  is  a  realm  of  group  life  that  is  not  permeated 
by  the  mind  of  the  Master. 

Evangelism  has  as  its  inspiring  cause  and  overmaster¬ 
ing  urge  the  double  fact  of  sin  and  salvation  therefrom. 
Contemplating  these  in  the  light  of  the  resurrection, 
the  church  at  this  time  most  appropriately  beholds  her 
risen  Lord  mysteriously  standing  in  her  midst,  saying, 
“Receive  you  the  Holy  Spirit  for  this  task ;  and  go  forth 
and  evangelize  the  hearts  of  men,  and  thus  make  Chris¬ 
tian  the  relationships  of  human  society.  Always  I  am 
with  you.”  To  supply  this  heart  yearning  of  humanity 
for  the  values  which  Christ  offers  mankind,  and  to  fill 
the  measure  of  His. will  concerning  us,  the  church  goes 
forth  to  sow  the  precious  seed  through  the  process  of 
evangelism,  trusting  to  the  Holy  Spirit  for  the  results 
which  we  seek — regenerated  hearts  and  a  Christ-centered 
social  order. 


The  Dancing  Mania 


WE  have  no  moral  hobbies.  Any  kind  of  hobby 
is,  indeed,  repulsive  in  the  long  run.  There  are, 
however,,  certain  convictions  which  are  deliberate 
with  us  and  for  which  we  never  find  it  necessary  to  apol¬ 
ogize.  And  these  convictions  we  are  frequently  express¬ 
ing — not  because  we  hold  them,  but  because  their  expres¬ 
sion  is  in  the  direction  of  a  fundamental  social  benefit. 

One  set  of  such  convictions,  those  to  which  we  now 
specifically  allude,  concern  the  practice  of  dancing, 
favored  social  sport  of  modem  times.  To  inveigh  against 
the  terpsichorean  art  is  to  provoke  a  howl  of  protest 
from  the  patrons  and  practitioners  of  the  modern  world’s 
deified  indulgence.  Because  dancing  is  so  popular,  uni¬ 
versally  prevalent,  and  “everybody”  does  it,  is  no  logical 
defense  for  it.  Nor  would  such  claims  afford  an  adequate 
validation  of  its  moral  value  for  society. 

It  is  safe  to  analyze  our  universe  into  physical  and 
spiritual  phenomena.  Not  only  is  this  an  ancient  con¬ 
cept,  but  it  coincides  with  individual  personal  experience. 
It  is  of  the  genius  of  religion  to  put  the  major  emphasis 
of  life  upon  culture  of  the  spiritual  facts  and  relation¬ 
ships  of  the  world  of  mankind.  The  Christian  ideal  is 
to  keep  the  physical  subservient  to  the  ascendency  and 
dominance  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  element  in  the  hu¬ 
man  consciousness,  and  in  our  reaction  to  our  whole  en¬ 
vironment. 

To  this  admittedly  desired  end  dancing  makes  no  con¬ 
tribution.  Hardly  any  of  its  most  ardent  advocates 
would  make  for  it  such  a  high  claim.  It  does  not  make 
for  high  exaltation  of  the  spiritual  over  the  physical 
within  the  person  of  the  individual,  nor  does  it  promote 
real  spiritual  attraction  between  those  indulging  in  it — 
usually  opposite  sexes.  Grant  that  it  does  give  grace¬ 
fulness  to  one’s  form  and  carriage  as  a  means  of  exercise. 
But  in  its  serpentine  movements  more  than  bodily  grace 
is  promoted.  And  bodily  grace,  thus  obtained,  is  not  the 
most  desirable  good  for  human  social  well-being. 

For  the  Christian  the  pearl  of  great  price  is  a  virile. 


vital,  dominant  spiritual  principle  and  passion  to  which 
the  whole  earthly  experience  pays  its  tribute,  all  our 
bodily  members  acting  in  concert  therewith.  “Bodily 
grace”  is  another  route  by  which  we  go  speedily  into 
that  realm  of  values  which  are  of  the  earth  “earthy.” 
The  Greathearts  of  spiritual  combat  and  conquest  have 
squandered  little  time  with  the  dance.  The  spiritual 
“fanatics”  and  “fogies,”  who  have  changed  the  face  of 
spiritual  continents  in  human  experience ;  who  have  given 
Christian  civilization  its  pattern  moral  ideals;  who  have 
been  the  reservoirs  of  spiritual  power  by  which  our  present 
social  order  has  arrived  at  its  heights  of  spiritual  vic¬ 
tory,  were  not  men  and  women  who  tarried  on  the  dance 
floor.  The  dance  does  not  enrich  the  inner  spiritual  life 
of  the  individual  or  enhance  real  spiritual  relationship 
within  the  group  who  dance. 

One  fact  is  certain.  If  the  present  period  of  civili- 
zation  needs  any  stimulant  to  sex  excitement,  it  has  this 
in  the  dance.  Than  it  we  know  of  no  more  powerful, 
irresistible  stimulant  in  the  history  of  human  contacts. 
Not  its  value  as  a  promoter  of  bodily  grace,  but  its 
known  utility  as  a  powerful  sex-complex  stimulant,  rests 
its  popularity  as  well  as  its  ground  of  defense  by  those 
who  indulge  in  its  “graceful”  movements. 

The  dance  is  chief  instrument  for  evil  worship  in  the 
hands  of  a  generation  that  is  joy  mad  and  jazz  crazy. 

It  is  the  leading  act  in  the  drama  of  the  debasing  of  the 
senses  in  the  riot  of  the  sensual.  It  is  glorified  worship 
of  the  physical  as  over  against  the  claims  of  the  spiritual. 

It  is  enthronement  of  the  god  Pleasure,  and  adherence 
to  a  physical  pleasure  cult  that  embraces  the  whole 
retinue  of  diversions  and  pastimes  and  sports  which  tend 
to  spiritual  paralysis  and  hence  cannot  be  indulged  in 
“in  the  name  of  the  Lord.” 

Dancing  tends  to  produce  damaged  goods.  It  tends  J 
to  lessen  individual  piety.  It  hastens  social  decay.  It  " 
fosters  domestic  disintegration.  It  litters  the  social  high¬ 
way  with  wrecks  in  body  and  in  soul.  Avoid  the  dance. 


r 
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The  Christlike  God 


Contributed  Editorial 


IT  is  doubtful  if  Bishop  Francis  J.  McConnell  has 
ever  rendered  a  larger  service  to  the  religious  think- 
ing  of  his  time,  great  as  has  been  his  service  in  that 
field,  than  in  his  latest  volume,  just  published.  The  Christ¬ 
like  God  (Abingdon  Press).  This  book  marches  directly 
into  the  very  center  of  the  pivotal  question  of  religion 
to-day,  the  nature  of  God.  The  book  exhibits  Bishop  Mc¬ 
Connell’s  unique  faculty  for  discussing  abstract  subjects 
in  a  style  which  is  clear  as  sunlight,  simple  in  structure, 
and  yet  with  a  logical  penetration  that  finds  the  weak 
spots  in  a  shaky  argument  or  position.  One  of  the  many 
attractive  features  of  the  book  is  that  there  is  hardly  a 
current  theory  in  philosophy  or  religious  discussion  which 
does  not  find  treatment  in  this  volume,  and  it  is  frequently 
treatment  with  the  rapier. 

The  theme  of  the  book  is  an  examination  of  the  so- 
called  “attributes  of  God”  when  brought  to  the  test  of 
Christlikeness.  “The  modern  demand,”  says  Bishop  Mc¬ 
Connell,  “is  not  so  much  for  a  proof  of  the  existence  of 
X  God  as  for  a  conception  of  His  character  in  which  we  can 
W  trust.”  The  author  points  out  that  the  real  debate  to-day 
IS  not  so  much  about  the  divinity  or  deity  of  Christ  as  it 
is  on  the  Christlikeness  of  God.  The  purpose  of  the  vol¬ 
ume  is  not  to  seek  to  prove  the  existence  of  God  so  much 
as  it  is  to  see  how  the  common  philosophical  and  theolog¬ 
ical  statements  about  God  must  be  interpreted  if  we  think 
of  God  as  Christlike. 

Again  and  again  in  a  variety  of  arguments  it  is  main¬ 
tained  that  Christ  is  so  great  a  phenomenon  in  the  world 
that  He  can  only  be  explained  on  the  assumption  of  a 
Christlike  God.  Anything  else  is  inadequate  to  account 
for  the  fullness  and  intensity  of  the  moral  passion  of  the 
Christ  life.  All  through  the  volume  the  metaphysical 
attributes  of  God  are  brought  to  the  Christian  test  and 
weighed  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ. 

The  Christlike  God”  is  a  rescue  party  .which  sets  out 
for  the  rescue  of  a  “Lost  Battalion”  of  great  words.  These 
words  are  such  impressive  standbys  of  Christian  theology 
as  omniscience,  omnipresence,  omnipotence,  unity,  and 
W  tangles  of  such  great  words  the  simple 

Christian  faith  has  frequently  been  lost  and  the  inquirer 
is  tempted  to  say,  “They  have  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I 
know  not  where  they  have  laid  Him.”  In  this  book  these 
philosophical  ideas  are  brought  into  subjection  to  Christ. 

Emerson  once  said  of  Carlyle  that  he  was  a  trip¬ 
hammer  with  an  ^olian  attachment.  That  would  be  a 
fair  description  of  Bishop  McConnell,  for  there  is  the 
music  of  faith  as  well  as  the  drive  of  logic  in  this  book. 


country,  the  Communists  are  a  most  insignificantly  small 
faction.  When  they  split  off  from  the  Socialist  Party  in 
1919,  they  numbered  at  least  60,000  committed  zealots. 
In  1925,  the  Chicago  headquarters  reported  20,000  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Workers’  Party;  and  in  1926  it  listed  16,000. 

“The  I.  W.  W.  has  now  probably  about  16,000  mem¬ 
bers.  This  organization  is  dying;  it  has  no  fringe  left. 
To  that  we  may  add  perhaps  3,000  simon-pure  Anar¬ 
chists.  Finally  there  are  no  more  than  76,000  Commun¬ 
ists,  party  members  and  fringe  alike.  Very  well,  16,000 
plus  3,000  plus  76,000  equals  94,000.  To  be  liberal,  and 
to  make  calculation  easier,  let  us  throw  in  a  thousand  and 
say  that  the  adults  of  the  deep  red  revolution  element  in 
the  United  States  may  number  96,000.  There  are  57,- 
000,000  or  68,000,000  adults  among  our  117,000,000 
souls.  The  revolution-radicals,  therefore,  amount  at  the 
most  liberal  calculation  to  one  sixth  of  one  per  cent  of 
our  population. 

“Never  since  the  great  Eastern  and  Southern  European 
influx  began  in  the  last  years  of  the  last  century  did 
American  radicalism  stand  at  so  low  an  ebb  as  in  the  win¬ 
ter  of  1926-27.  I  repeat:  the  ‘revolutionary  reds,’  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  best  estimates  I  can  find,  number  at  most 
liberal  estimate  only  one  sixth  of  one  per  cent  of  our 
population ;  and  the  whole  strictly  radical  elements,  revo¬ 
lutionary  and  evolutionary  together,  certainly  not  more 
than  one  per  cent.  This  may  comfort  those  nervous 
citizens  who  still  have  nightmares  of  shooting  behind  the 
barricades.  It  will  perhaps  give  less  consolation  to  cer¬ 
tain  propagandists  whose  business  it  is  to  advance  special 
interests  by  playing  on  the  fear  of  a  social  revolution.” 


How  Red  Is  America? 

WILL  IRWIN  has  done  a  large  and  timely  service 
in  contributing  to  the  current  discussions  of 
“Bolshevism”  in  America,  aft  element  which  is 
ordinarily  entirely  lacking,  namely,  a  real  statement  of 
facts  concerning  the  extent  of  radical  organizations  in 
the  United  States.  His  dispassionate  presentation  of 
cold  facts  will  be  a  dose  of  cold  water  to  many  over-heated 
^  orators.  His  findings  are  published  ( J.  H.  Sears  &  Com¬ 
pany)  in  his  new  book  entitled,  Hozc  Red  Is  America? 
Here  are  the  figures  and  facts ; 

“Compared  with  the  enormous  total  population  of  this 


The  Passing  of  the  Anti -Evolution 
Agitation 

The  legislative  record  for  the  year  just  closing 
shows  that  anti-evolution  bills  have  been  defeated 
States,  Oklahoma,  West  Virginia,  Arkansas, 
Missouri,  New  Hampshire,  and  Minnesota.  The  fight  was 
not  close  in  any  of  the  States  where  the  proposal  was  de¬ 
feated.  These  defeats  indicate  that  the  agitation  has 
about  exhausted  itself.  The  only  States  that  actually 
have  the  statute  on  their  books  are  Tennessee  and  Missis¬ 
sippi,  and  they  are  allowing  it  to  become  a  dead  letter 
and  are  expected  to  repeal  it  within  a  year  or  two. 

The  passing  of  this  particular  agitation,  approaching 
sometimes  to  hysteria,  is  a  happy  event  for  the  Christian 
church.  Dr.  Lucius  H.  Bugbee,  pastor  of  the  Hennepin 
Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Minneapolis,  Minne¬ 
sota,  delivered  a  very  effective  address  when  the  anti-evo¬ 
lution  bill  was  pending  in  the  Minnesota  Legislature. 
One  paragraph  of  his  address  well  summed  up  “the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  whole  matter” : 


anti-Christian  or  anti-biblical.  It  is  not  heces- 
k1*k**k***^  k  irreligious.  It  is  an  Interpretative  principle  of 
fe  which  has  been  substantiated  by  so  many  facts  that  it  com- 
mends  itself  to  many  of  the  greatest  minds.  To  forbid  by  law 
the  teaching  of  such  a  principle  would  be  cmitrary  to  every  tradi¬ 
tion  of  American  freedom  and  fairmindedness.  It  can,  of  course 
be  misinter^eted,  misread,  and  misused  like  every  other  body  of 

It ‘iS®  k  is  not  prohibitive  leglsla- 

tlon.  It  lies  rather  in  flllinR  the  atmosphere  of  our  irreat  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  with  a  religious  attitude  toward  liff  and  intro- 
ucing  into  aU  processes  of  education  those  character  controls  which 

S  ofimmature  minds  and  kindle  reverent  devo¬ 

tion  and  childlike  surrender  to  righteousness  and  truth.” 

L. 
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Some  Parents  I  Have 

Known 


By  Ernest  R.  Groves 

Professor  of  Sociology  in  Boston  University 


PARENTHOOD  is  many-sided.  The 

needs  of  children  are  so  various  and  'i/L 

changing  that  no  father  or  mother  feels  ^ 

equal  to  all  the  obligations  that  his  children 
put  upon  him.  Moreover,  few  parents  can  give 
themselves  exclusively  to  their  children.  For  jj 
most  fathers  there  are  the  stern  demands  upon  ll 

their  time  that  earning  a  living  entails,  while  | 

the  majority  of  mothers,  even  in  these  modern 
days,  face  a  never-ending  series  of  household  i  y 
responsibilities  that  cut  into  the  allotment  of  j! 

time  and  energy  reserved  for  comradeship  with  jj 

their  children.  Under  the  circumstances  it  is  ^ 

hardly  strange  that  no  parent  attains  one  hun¬ 
dred  per  cent  efficiency. 

There  is,  however,  a  vast  difference  between  inability  to  des] 
to  meet  all  the  demands  of  one’s  children  and  failure  as  having 
a  parent.  When  we  run  across  parenthood  failure  we  the  be 
always  discover  in  the  children  serious  consequences  that  age,  is 
have  resulted  from  the  mistakes  of  the  home,  results  Th 
that  the  child  has  to  carry  as  an  affliction  throughout  velop  1 
his  life.  ents  ai 

Contrary  to  the  opinion  of  many  people,  parents  who  their  o 
fail  are  not  always  lacking  in  love  or  concern  for  their  second 
children.  Parents  stumble  into  failure  with  the  best  of  placed 
intentions.  Good  parenthood  requires  knowledge  of  how  an  exa 
to  help  children  as  well  as  the  driving  impulse  of  affection.  At 
The  attention  that  parenthood  technique  is  now  get-  that  tli 
ting  in  so  many  quarters  is  evidence  of  a  growing  under-  of  thei 
standing  that  fathers  and  mothers  need  something  more  affecti< 
than  general  intelligence  and  right  purposes  if  children  ^ 

are  to  be  given  a  fair  start  in  life. 

Parents  Who  Fail  Th 

Anyone  who  comes  frequently  in  contact  with  parents  faults 
who  have  failed,  who  even  admit  their  failure  and  seek  neither 
the  help  of  the  specialist,  finds  himself  grouping  the  mis-  The  fa 
takes  of  parents,  since  certain  blunders  appear  again  has  sel 
and  again.  The  best  way  to  bring  out  the  most  common  been  ol 
causes  of  parenthood  failure  is  to  describe  family  situa-  mother 
tions  thaUexpress  the  kinds  of  difficulties  that  are  con-  childre 
stantly  repeated.  side  th 

The  most  self-satisfied  parent,  were  he  to  meet  con-  of  so-c 
tinually  the  same  type  of  family  disaster,  would  see  in  deavor: 
their  flesh  and  blood  revelations  of  parenthood  failure  service 
an  invitation  to  stop,  look,  and  consider.  giving 

These  are  not  happy  days  in  family  A.  Both  the  engage 
father  and  the  mother  are  sad  and  puzzled.  They  are  supper 
having  trouble  with  their  two  sons.  They  cannot  under-  she  hai 
stand  what  is  the  matter.  The  older  boy  has  tried  sev-  them,  t 
eral  employments,  failing  in  each  of  them  in  turn  after  ant,  wl 
a  very  short  trial.  He  is  shiftless,  lacking  in  industry,  but  wl 
unreliable,  and  extravagant.  The  father,  who  is  a  pro-  for  tht 
fessional  man  with  a  comfortable  income,  has  been  obliged  Thi 
again  and  again  during  the  past  year  to  pay  debts  that  the  vie 
his  son  has  recklessly  contracted,  until  he  has  been  driven  the  mo 
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helped  to  guide  them  in  a  sense  of  responsibility.  Neither 
son  has  any  family  loyalty;  their  only  desires  are  for 
pleasures,  and  they  look  upon  both  parents  as  merely 
means  for  the  attainment  of  their  wishes.  Never  having 
been  incorporated  into  a  real  family  fellowship,  they  are 
as  destitute  of  home  ties  as  if  they  had  been  orphans. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  generous  giving  of  both  father 
and  mother,  whenever  it  has  been  possible,  to  satisfy  the 
desires  of  the  children  for  comfort  or  pleasure,  has  pre¬ 
vented  the  latter  from  developing  any  sense  of  self-control 
or  personal  responsibility.  They  have  had  the  protection 
of  the  family  coupled  with  the  irresponsibility  of  one  who 
as  never  had  a  home.  When  pushed  out  into  life  upon 
us  own  initiative,  the  older  son  revealed  his  meager  prepa¬ 
ration  and  the  softness  of  his  character.  The  parents 
are  ashamed,  but  only  now  are  they  beginning  to  under¬ 
stand  the  real  cause  of  their  trouble. 


of  course,  blames  other  people;  for  he,  to  her,  is  always 
faultless.  ^ 

As  the  boy  has  come  into  adolescence  he  has  strug¬ 
gled  manfully  to  escape  the  tentacles  of  his  mother’s 
affection,  but  without  success.  He  is  conceited,  opinion¬ 
ated,  lacking  in  self-confidence,  utterly  unable  to  cope 
with  the  problems  life  is  beginning  to  thrust  upon  him. 
His  mother  has  spoiled  him,  and  now,  much  too  late,  she 
IS  beginning  to  recognize  the  mischief  she  has  done.  ’ 

No  one  would  question  what  is  the  matter  with  fam¬ 
ily  C.  The  two  boys  are  always  in  trouble  and  have 
been  moved  from  one  school  to  another.  They  are  un¬ 
trustworthy,  troublesome,  and  in  all  sorts  of  ways  mean 
and  disagreeable.  The  boys  have  more  than  the  average 
mental  ability  and,  given  a  fair  chance,  both  of  them 
would  surely  have  met  life  with  success. 


Where  the  Child  Gets  Too  Much  Attention  Child 

The  trouble  with  family  B  is  exactlv  the  r.t  t  n  been  weighted  down  with  the  burden  of  a 

the  situation  just  described.  In  this  home  the  one  child  ^  incompatibility.  The  father  and  mother  are  al- 

has  received  too  much  attention  ^rtruLrW  “om  SI?"*’'’' t ‘T  ■  from  the 

mother.  Since  the  mother  nearly  died  when  the  child  ^  i°f  u  marriage,  and  they  have  especially 

born,  and  in  early  infancy  r^o^  “hardi“A;  dTcT^  ““  "‘d  1“"^’ 

it  was  not  strange  that  both  father  and  mnfVro,.  K  •  t.  .  aisliked.  Any  discipline  imposed  by  one 

exceedingly  affecfionate,  shouW  ^  P-ent  has  received  the  protest  of  the  oth^  Thechil- 

over-express  their  feelings-  yet  as  thev  are  both  ^^^^^‘^  ^beir  home  and  have  lived  on  the  street 

tremely  intelligent  persons,  had  they  been  given  any  clue  walk’^^hey^reTnelt  n  ^h'^  the  time  they  began  to 
as  to  their  danger,  they  would  have  nassed  thrmurh^tb  *  k  j  j  spect  neither  parent;  indeed,  they  respect 
ordeal  without  m  u  c  7  ^  “  =«"*'qoence  are  always  making  trouble 

1  .  «  A 


ordeal  without  much 
trouble.  Apparently, 
however,  they  have  never 
had  until  recently  any  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  trag¬ 
edy  that  comes  to  the  child 
that  fixes  itself  upon  one 
of  its  parents  and  does  not 
mature.  In  this  instance, 
as  one  would  expect,  the 
son  has  become  the  victim 
of  his  mother’s  excessive  ,* 
expression  of  affection.  | 
Her  one  interest  in  life 
has  been  her  boy.  Start 
her  talking  on  any  topic 
whatsoever,  and  she  soon 
reaches  the  point  where 
her  emotion  leads  her  to 
bring  the  conversation 
back  to  her  child.  She  has 
been  jealous  of  everyone 


WHERE  THE  PARENT  PLAYS  FAVORITES 


- 

both  for  themselves  and 
for  others.  With  their  bad 
habits  thoroughly  estab¬ 
lished,  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  they  are  likely  to  re¬ 
cover  and  become  happy 
and  useful. 

The  “Temperamentar* 
Father” 

Family  D  has  been  in¬ 
jured  by  a  temperamental 
father.  He  is  a  man  of 
intelligence,  very  fond  of 
his  children,  and  inter¬ 
ested  in  his  home.  His 
outstanding  fault  is  his 
emotional  instability.  He 
is  flighty,  extremely  sensi¬ 
tive,  pugnacious,  and  even 
at  times  meanly  jealous. 
The  children  are  girls,  and 


if lirhu'ZT o 7aT:rhr- ‘7 ' 

the  child  in  a  way  to  jeopardL  her  oZ  Ttho  ‘"b  ‘fb  ‘'""P'™"''"*?'  ““‘Jurats  of  their  father. 

j  p  Qize  nei  own.  Although  they  are  very  fond  of  him,  for  at  his  best 

The  “Smothered  Child”  generous  and  a  delightful  comrade,  they  are 

Thp  TYinet  ,>  1  u  IJ  ashamed  of  the  fact  that  he  is  always  in  trouble,  and 

Ine  most  casual  observer  would  see  where  the  diffi-  —  au.  .  .  .  .  .  ’ 

culty  IS  in  this  family.  The  mother  is  attempting  to 

thwart  nature  and  prevent  the  child  from  growing  up. 


- -  —  aai  vJivuUiCj  aUU 

they  have  the  judgment  to  recognize  that  the  fault 
is  his.  Their  experience  has  made  them  timid  and  self- 
conscious  and  over-mature.  They  seem  always  on  guard. 


ck  •  A  ,• - irom  growing  up.  conscious  and  over-mature.  They  seem  alwavs  on  mmrd 

wm  pZnf  iif  tZT  “  d  ‘h.t  f«rfnl  that  something  will  happen,  and  gZairare 

method  of  continuing  hcr”domZc77er  "the*  child  f'”'*'”tb  Protect  themselves 

been  a  fussy  interferfnee  with  aThTs  doZ  To^Io^kra's  Th'”'  P'“P''- 

tion,  as  well  as  her  affection,  has  concentrated  uLn  ^r  fb.,”  T  Whatever 

son.  She  follows  every  detail  of  his  life  and  o-Jv  b’  r  Ak  !)*'**^®  career  may  be,  they  must  carry  the  scar 

no  freedom.  Whenever  he  gets  in  social  difficuftiel!  sh”  ftther.^'"'^^  ^  temperamental 
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I  have  never  met  the  parents  who  are  responsible  for 
the  tragedy  that  has  happened  to  E.  E  is  an  impressive 
personality  who  is  now  on  the  western  side  of  middle  life. 
In  spite  of  her  years  she  is  noticeably  attractive  and 
must  have  been  a  very  winsome  person  in  her  girlhood, 
yet  she  has  never  married,  even  though  she  has  strong 
home  impulses  and  is  extremely  fond  of  children.  Her 
cravings  for  a  home  of  her  own  have  been  substituted  for 
by  her  choice  of  a  life  profession.  She  is  a  teacher  of 
home  economics,  and  extremely  successful. 

From  her  viewpoint  her  life  is  a  tragedy.  In  my 
opinion  she  sees  things  clearly.  She  knows  now  what  has 
been  the  trouble.  Her  mother,  like  many  other  mothers, 
was  anxious  above  everything  else  to  protect  the  girl 
from  the  dangers  of  sex.  She  began  her  process  of  pro¬ 
tection  as  soon  as  the  child  arrived  at  early  adolescence, 
and  her  instruction  succeeded,  but  at  fearful  cost  to  the 
child.  Sex  very  quickly  became  to  the  girl  a  morbid 
thing,  too  unpleasant  even  to  be  thought  about ;  and  since 
men  represented  sex,  they  also  became  taboo.  She  feared 
them,  kept  away  from  them  as  much  as  possible,  never 
had  any  association  with  boys;  and  even  her  romantic 
day-dreaming,  when  she  played  with  the  idea  of  home  and 
children,  excluded  the  male.  It  has  been  hard  for  her  to 
face  squarely  the  consequences  of  her  mother’s  teaching, 
but  this  she  has  done,  and  she  has  found  it  an  advantage 
at  least  to  recognize  the  losses  of  her  life  rather  than  to 
go  on  blindly  concealing  from  herself  her  fundamental 
desires.  Her  one  ambition  now  is  to  save  her  younger 
colleagues  from  her  own  tragic  mistake.  She  also  in  a 
heroic  manner  is  doing  all  she  can  to  fill  the  void  in  her 
life  by  cultivating  friendship. 

The  Curse  of  Too  Much  Discipline 

The  trouble  with  F  family  has  been  too  much  dis¬ 
cipline.  Upon  the  death  of  her  brother.  Miss  X  came 
into  control  of  two  young  children,  a  boy  and  a  girl. 
Miss  X  was  an  austere  New  Englander,  believing  in  re¬ 
pression  and  strict  obedience.  The  children  were  brought 
up  according  to  a  rigorous  schedule.  The  aunt  had  an 
all-seeing  eye;  nothing  escaped  her.  The  slightest  in¬ 
fraction  of  her  program,  and  she  had  immediate  recourse 
to  the  whip.  When  any  of  her  relatives  remonstrated 
with  her  for  her  severity,  she  answered  that  physical 
punishment  was  good  for  her  children,  they  expected  it 
and  needed  it.  In  short,  she  was  a  woman  saturated 
with  the  love  of  power.  The  children  gave  her  the  op¬ 
portunity  she  had  always  craved  to  dominate.  She  made 
the  most  of  it.  She  satisfied  her  power-complex,  but 
ruined  the  children.  They  grew  up  to  be  deceitful,  crafty, 
vicious,  double-faced  in  all  their  behavior. 

The  Fear  Complex  in  the  Child’s  Mind 

G  illustrates  the  evil  that  comes  from  inculcating 
fear  in  the  growing  child.  Circumstances  made  it  easy 
for  Mrs.  G.  to  over-protect  her  boy.  Her  husband  had 
died  early  of  tuberculosis,  and  the  mother  naturally  con¬ 
centrated  not  only  her  affections,  but  her  anxiety  upon 
her  little  boy.  It  was  perhaps  well  she  took  good  care 
of  him,  but  it  certainly  was  unfortunate  that  she  increas¬ 
ingly  built  in  him  morbid  anxiety  and  lack  of  confidence. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  the  boy  developed  into  a  very  healthy 
youngster,  and  any  careful  physical  examination  would 
have  demonstrated  that  if  he  continued  to  take  good  care 
of  himself,  he  had  no  reason  for  worrying  lest  he  go 
the  way  of  his  father. 


As  he  grew  toward  manhood  his  mother  felt  more 
and  more  the  risk  of  his  slipping  from  his  childhood 
dependence  upon  her,  so  she  made  use  of  his  worry  about 
health  to  tie  him  firmly  to  her.  He  married,  but  his 
marriage  was  only  partial.  He  could  not  commit  him¬ 
self  to  his  new  home  because  he  was  so  largely  imbedded 
in  the  life  of  his  ipother.  From  the  start  his  wife  had 
to  be  satisfied  with  a  small  portion  of  his  interest.  Soon 
the  mother  extended  her  dominance  into  the  new  home 
and  moved  near  the  son  and  wife  that  she  might  better 
control  things.  She  immediately  discovered  that  ambition 
might  carry  the  boy  away  from  her  clutches,  so  she  en¬ 
couraged  him  to  get  on  as  easily  as  possible.  Eventually 
she  destroyed  any  desire  on  his  part  to  exert  himself  and 
become  more  than  a  mediocre  teacher. 

Recently  the  son,  mother,  and  wife  have  met  with  a 
catastrophe.  The  young  wife  had  given  birth  to  a  child 
and  resents  the  effort  of  her  mother-in-law  to  dominate 
the  newly-arrived  baby.  She  has  rebelled,  and  is  hope¬ 
lessly  trying  to  win  the  allegiance  of  her  husband.  Also, 
his  years  of  subserviency  to  his  mother’s  selfishness  are 
making  it  impossible  for  him  even  to  understand  why  his 
wife  feels  as  she  does  in  regard  to  his  mother.  Husband 
and  wife  are  rapidly  drifting  apart,  and  were  it  not  for 
economic  pressure,  one  would  prophesy  that  in  a  very 
short  time  the  young  mother  would  leave  her  husband. 

The  “Pollyana”  Mother 

H  represents  a  family  that  has  gone  on  the  rocks  for 
a  reason  one  does  not  meet  quite  so  commonly  as  the 
causes  that  have  just  been  described,  yet  it  is  frequently 
a  contributing  cause  of  family  disaster.  Mrs.  H  has 
had  a  very  definite  philosophy  in  dealing  with  her  chil¬ 
dren.  Apparently  she  has  determined  never  to  recog¬ 
nize  anything  troublesome.  When  one  of  her  children  said 
something  disagreeable  or  reported  an  unpleasant  experi¬ 
ence  or  expressed  fear  or  hostility,  the  mother  insisted 
that  the  child  did  not  really  feel  as  he  said  or  had  not 
actually  had  the  experience  he  rehearsed.  No  matter  how 
honest  or  frank  the  child  tried  to  be,  he  made  no  head¬ 
way.  What  the  mother  wished  to  have  true  was  always 
true.  Eventually  the  child  gave  up  in  his  attempt  to 
state  the  facts  as  they  were.  The  mother  apparently 
felt  the  kind  of  treatment  she  was  carrying  on  would  most 
certainly  lead  the  child  to  come  up  to  her  expectations. 
What  she  did  not  notice  was  that  she  was  always  dis¬ 
honest,  that  deceit  was  forced  upon  the  child  even  when 
the  child  tried  to  be  truthful.  As  the  children  grew  older, 
they  gave  up  all  hope  of  dealing  frankly  with  the  mother 
and  accepted  the  gulf  between  what  they  did  and  thought 
and  what  their  mother  insisted  was  true  as  something 
that  was  inevitable.  It  was  not  strange  that  these  chil¬ 
dren  became  extremely  deceitful,  and  each  of  them  in  turn 
led  a  double  life.  The  mother  was  awakened  from  her 
day-dreaming  by  the  suicide  of  the  oldest  girl  before  she 
was  twenty,  and  the  court  sentence  of  the  boy,  who  com¬ 
mitted  a  serious  crime  in  early  adolescence. 

Do  mothers  more  often  injure  their  children  than 
fathers?  Well,  if  they  do,  it  is  because  the  fathers  con¬ 
tribute  so  little  to  the  family  life.  Both  parents  are 
equally  responsible,  but  the  father’s  harmfulness  is  often 
due  to  his  negative  attitude  toward  family  life.  He  leaves 
the  children  to  the  mother,  and  as  a  result  they  run  the 
greater  risk  of  being  warped  when  the  mother  is  selfish 
or  unwise. 

BOSTON,  MASS. 
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Gunboats  and  the  Gospel  in  China 

By  Bishop  George  R.  Grose 


What  is  to  be  the  future  policy  of  Western  na¬ 
tions  for  the  protection  of  foreign  business  and 
missionary  interests  in  China?  The  present 
policy  of  policing  foreign  concessions  and  treaty  ports 
with  military  force  and  gunboats  has  seemed  to  be  neces¬ 
sary  because  of  the  lack  of  a  stable  government  to  give 
adequate  protection.  It  has  been  urged  in  support  of 
the  present  policy  that  foreign  property  and  life  would 
be  immediately  endangered  if  foreign  soldiers  and  gun¬ 
boats  were  withdrawn. 

What  are  the  facts  in  the  present  situation?  Within 
the  past  twelve  months  there  is  scarcely  one  of  the  treaty 
provisions  for  the  protection  of  foreigners  that  has  not 
been  ignored  or  violated  with  impunity.  There  has  been 
wanton  destruction  of  property  and  frequent  encroach¬ 
ments  upon  business.  More  than  a  score  of  lives  have 
been  sacrificed.  Some  of  the  foreign  goveniments  have 
made  repeated  gestures  threatening  to  use  force  for  the 
^||  protection  of  their  nationals,  with  at  the  sam''  f’"-- 
steady  loss  of  trade  and  prestige.  The  very  presence 
of  foreign  naval  and  military  force  in  China’s  inland 
waters  is  a  source  of  provocation  to  the  Chinese. 

There  is  no  question  but  that  the  gunboat  is  a  safe- 
guyd  to  those  within  reach  of  its  shots.  But  this  is  an 
insignificant  number  in  comparison  to  those  residing  in 
the  interior  whose  safety  is  imperiled  rather  than  pro¬ 
moted  by  the  gunboat  policy.  When  a  foreign  gunboat  is 
at  hand  and  occasion  arises  for  the  use  of  force  for  the 
protection  of  foreign  property  or  life,  which  protection 
is  duly  guaranteed  by  treaty  provisions,  extreme  meas- 
ures  will  likely  be  used.  The  few  nearby  will  be  pro¬ 
tected.  But  their  safety  will  be  purchased  by  the  added 
peril  of  the  larger  number  in  the  interior  who  will  be¬ 
come  the  victims  of  mob  spirit. 

The  Futility  of  Forceful  Intervention 

But  there  are  larger  interests  involved  than  the  per- 
sonal  safety  of  foreign  tradesmen  or  missionaries  in  a 
^  given  locality.  The  continuance  of  Western  trade  in 
China  and  the  large  property  interests  of  foreigners  are 
menaced  to-day  as  they  have  not  been  in  the  past  twenty- 
five  years.  The  future  of  missionary  work  is  at  stake. 
Business  interests  urge  quite  generally  upon  the  foreign 
powers  a  policy  of  forceful  intervention,  or  at  least  of 
military  protection  in  any  locality  where  foreign  property 
or  trade  is  in  jeopardy.  One  nation  is  quietly  pursuing 
the  policy  of  peaceful  penetration.  Another  is  subsidiz¬ 
ing  and  promoting  agitation,  strikes,  boycotts,  and  vio¬ 
lent  uprisings  under  the  guise  of  peaceful  friendship.  An¬ 
other  European  nation,  with  no  gunboats  in  Asiatic 
waters,  is  rapidly  extending  its  trade  to  the  interior  of 
•  China  with  a  friendly  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese. 
The  result  of  the  gunboat  policy,  as  seen  in  the  incidents 
of  the  Yangtze  River  ports  and  in  the  recent  experience 
of  Hongkong  trade,  is  the  steady  decline  of  foreign  busi- 
ness  and  the  alienation  of  the  Chinese  people  to  the  point 
^  of  open  hostility.  Simply  in  the  interest  of  promoting 
trade  the  policy  of  forceful  demands  upon  China  has 
proved  futile. 

The  occasional  use  of  gunboats  to  protect  life  or 
property,  foreign  press  innuendos  and  public  platform 


threats  of  armed  intervention  have  been  followed  by  more 
strikes,  boycotts,  and  increasing  hatred  of  foreigners. 
The  most  alarming  sign  of  the  times  is  a  growing  dis¬ 
respect  for  foreigners  as  such  and  a  disregard  for  what 
Western  nations  think  or  do.  In  the  awakened  national 
spirit  in  China  there  is  a  consciousness  of  power  and  a 
sense  of  independence  such  as  foreign  nations  have  never 
had  to  reckon  with  before  in  their  dealings  with  China. 
An  apostle  of  force  said  to  the  writer  recently:  “One 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  British,  American,  and  Jap¬ 
anese  soldiers  -would  bring  China  to  her  knees  in  six 
weeks.  Even  so.  How  long  would  it  be  necessary  to 
keep  her  on  her  knees?  What  assurance  of  true  repent¬ 
ance  would  be  required  before  the  penitent  nation  were 
allowed  on  her  feet  again?  And  what  guarantee  of  good 
behavior  would  be  adequate  from  a  country  of  400,000,- 
000  people  with  approximately  two  million  soldiers  un¬ 
der  arms?  Bringing  nations  to  their  knees  at  the  point 
of  bayonets  promotes  neither  trade  nor  piety. 

What,  then,  is  the  alternative?  Under  existing  con¬ 
ditions,  to  withdraw  immediately  all  foreign  protection 
would  undoubtedly  jeopardize  in  some  localities  the  lives 
of  both  commercialists  and  missionaries.  But  it  is  per¬ 
fectly  evident  that  the  present  policy  is  giving  satisfac¬ 
tion  neither  to  foreigners  nor  to  the  Chinese  people.  Un¬ 
less  some  other  basis  of  action  is  found,  it  will  not  be 
long  until  foreign  trade  and  philanthropic  work  is  driven 
from  China.  Even  though  China  were  brought  to  her 
knees,  she  knows  how  to  work  the  boycott  and  peaceful 
resistance  with  deadly  effectiveness.  In  the  first  boycott 
of  the  Japanese,  the  J apanese  residents  in  Shanghai  found 
they  had  nothing  to  do  except  to  take  in  each  other’s 
washing,  which  soon  ceased  to  be  either  exhilarating  or 
remunerative.  The  best  and  only  adequate  safeguard  of 
foreign  trade  interests  and  of  Christian  missionary  work 
is  the  good  will  of  the  Chinese  people.  If  the  American 
government  would  withdraw  all  gunboats  from  China’s 
inland  waters  just  as  soon  as  the  property  and  lives  of 
Americans  are  assured  responsible  protection,  it  would 
promote  amazingly  all  the  mutual  interests  of  China  and 
America. 

How  the  Gunboat  Policy  Hinders  Christian 
Missions 

The  gunboat  policy  vitally  affects  the  work  of  Chris¬ 
tian  missions.  The  spiritual  commodities  of  the  mission¬ 
ary  are  unlike  the  material  commodities  in  which  the 
commercialist  deals.  They  are  not  liable  to  tax  or  to 
seizure  as  are  the  goods  of  the  tradesman.  The  mission¬ 
ary  escapes  the  rivalry  and  competition  with  which  for¬ 
eign  business  must  contend  in  the  Orient.  The  chief 
asset  of  the  missionary  is  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
the  people  among  whom  he  labors.  When  the  mission¬ 
ary  depends  for  protection  upon  military  measures,  he 
at  once  in  the  mind  of  the  people  discredits  his  cause. 
The  spread  of  the  gospel  is  placed  on  the  same  level  in 
the  thought  of  the  Chinese  as  the  distribution  of  oil  or 
tobacco,  with  a  more  active  demand  for  the  latter.  The 
spirit  of  the  gospel  and  the  gunboat  policy  are  irrecon- 
cilables.  The  greatest  hindrance  to  the  Christian  move¬ 
ment  in  China  at  the  present  time  is  its  suspected  alliance 
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with  foreign  •  trade  interests  or  with  political  designs  of 
foreign  nations.  And  this  suspicion  is  supported  by  the 
presence  of  the  same  gun  protecting  both  tradesman  and 
missionary  alike. 

The  Missionary  Asks  No  Favoritism 

Facing  facts,  then,  as  they  are,  and  not  as  we  would 
have  them,  it  is  clearly  evident  that  the  Christian  mis¬ 
sionary  is  placed  in  a  most  delicate  and  difficult  position. 
He  is  a  loyal  citizen  of  his  government,  to  which  he  owes 
an  obligation.  He  also  owes  a  duty  to  his  fellow  coun¬ 
trymen  who  are  in  business  and  who  are  as  much  entitled 
to  protection  as  commercialists  as  he  is  as  a  missionary. 
He  has  no  right  to  become  a  law  unto  himself  regardless 
of  the  safety  and  rights  of  others  affected  by  his  course 
of  action.  He  has  no  right  to  demand  a  kind  of  con¬ 
sideration  for  his  class  and  for  his  work  that  would  be 
inimical  to  the  interests  of  his  fellow  foreigners  who  are 
engaged  in  trade.  At  the  same  time  he  may  rightfully 
insist  that  his  government  have  due  regard  to  the  hu¬ 


April  21,  1927 

manitarian  and  philanthropic  enterprises  which  the 
Christian  Church  is  promoting,  as  well  as  to  trade 

interests.  j 

But  whatever  policy  may  be  adopted,  two  things 
should  be  borne  in  mind.  First,  that  the  peace  of  the 
Orient,  if  not  of  the  world,  depends  upon  what  Western 
nations  do  with  respect  to  China  and  upon  what  China 
does  in  the  next  decade.  Here  are  illimitable  potentiali¬ 
ties  either  of  a  higher  civilization  increasingly  enriching 
the  world,  or  of  military  tyranny,  political  chaos,  and 
moral  anarchy  threatening  the  civilization  of  the  Far 
East.  Second,  whatever  missionary  and  international 
policy  may  be  adopted,  the  work  of  the  Christian  mis¬ 
sionary  in  China  for  years  to  come  will  be  both  a  venture 
and  an  adventure.  Let  us  face  the  facts  squarely,  the 
gospel  herald  must  make  a  venture  with  his  life  as  he 
makes  this  great  adventure  with  God.  But  since  his  is 
an  adventure  with  God,  he  needs  no  gunboat  for  protec¬ 
tion  in  his  venture  with  the  gospel. 

PEKING,  CHINA. 
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Essentialist 

By  Bishop  Adna  W.  Leonard 


ON  SUNDAY,  MARCH  28,  1926,  in  preaching 
the  Conference  sermon  before  the  members  of 
the  Newark  Conference,  in  Paterson,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  I  used  for  the  first  time  in  any  definite  way  the  word 
“essentialist”  in  an  attempt  to  express  my  position  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  continuing  controversy  between  what  is  gen¬ 
erally  known  as  modernism  and  fundamentalism.  The 
Christian  Advocate  published  that  sermon  in  its  entirety 
in  the  issue  of  April  1,  1926.  Since  its  publication,  I 
have  received  numerous  letters  and  communications  from 
ministers  and  laymen  assuring  me  of  their  appreciation 
of  the  term  “essentialist,”  many  of  them  stating  their 
satisfaction  in  the  discovery  of  a  word  free  from  the 
qualifying  conditions  and  associations  characteristic  of 
the  terms,  “modernism”  and  “fundamentalism.” 

If  this  word  should  come  to  be  used  by  any  particular 
group  or  large  number  of  people,  I  hope  it  may  not  be 
attached  to  any  “ism.”  I  have  carefully  avoided  in  my 
public  use  of  this  word,  as  well  as  in  private  correspond¬ 
ence,  the  term  “essentialwTw.”  We  have  all  the  *‘isms” 
we  can  stand. 

Furthermore,  I  desire  to  have  it  distinctly  understood 
that  in  making  this  statement  I  am  not  endorsing  the 
publication  that  has  recently  changed  its  name  to  “The 
Essentialist,”  nor  assuming  to  interpret  the  theological 
positions  of  its  editor.  Neither  have  I  authorized  any¬ 
one  to  state  for  me  my  understanding  and  meaning  of 
this  term.  If  there  is  anything  worthy  or  significant 
in  the  term  “essentialist,”  and  I  believe  there  is,  I  sin¬ 
cerely  trust  that  it  may  serve  a  useful  purpose  and  that 
it  may  tend  to  lessen  rather  than  intensify  mere  con¬ 
troversy. 

With  some  of  the  contentions  of  fundamentalism  I  am 
in  hearty  accord,  and  with  some  I  am  not.  Recognizing 
certain  Christian  positions  incorporated  in  fundamental¬ 
ism  as  now  understood,  it  is,  nevertheless,  impossible  for 
me  to  accept  all  for  which  that  controversy  stands.  The 
fundamentalists  insist  upon  so  much  more  than  I  can  ap¬ 
prove  or  defend. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  cannot  accept  all  for  which  some 
modernists  stand,  for  I  take  my  position  with  those 


who  accept  the  deityship  of  Christ,  the  historical  basis 
of  Christianity,  the  creeds  of  the  church,  apostolic 
authority  so  far  as  the  definition  of  Christianity  is  con¬ 
cerned,  the  divinely  appointed  place  of  St.  Paul  in  the 
apostolic  group,  the  absoluteness  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  dis¬ 
tinctive  doctrines  of  divine  grace,  and  the  inspiration  of 
the  Bible,  although  not  from  the  standpoint  of  absolute 
liberalism.  Hence,  I  cannot  classify  myself  as  a  mod¬ 
ernist. 

I  have,  therefore,  used  the  word  or  term  “essential¬ 
ist,”  which  expresses  a  reaction  against  fundamentalism 
and  modernism,  a  term  which,  in  my  own  thinking,  is 
constructive  and  stands  for  a  sane,  scholarly,  Christian 
type  of  Biblical  interpretation  and  criticism.  Without 
mental  reservation,  it  holds  Jesus  Christ  to  be  the  divine 
Son  of  God  and  the  burning  center  of  our  faith. 

The  Christian  church  will  not  break  the  test-tube  in 
the  laboratory  nor  shackle  the  mind  of  scholarship.  All 
that  is  really  truth  helps  rather  than  hinders  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith.  The  need  of  the  hour  is  a  discerning  mind 
and  the  ability  to  interpret  scientific  truth  in  such  a  way 
as  to  make  it  an  aid  to  and  not  the  enemy  of  religion. 

When  the  church  in  North  Africa  became  a  disputing 
church  and  spent  most  of  her  time  in  the  discussion  of 
doctrinal  matters  of  a  more  or  less  technical  nature,  Chris¬ 
tianity  became  very  largely  an  intellectual  proposition. 
As  a  result  of  the  bitter  controversies  of  that  day,  the 
church  became  hopelessly  divided.  If  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  should  come  to  the  place  where  her  interest 
in  orthodoxy  would  be  greater  than  her  interest  in  men, 
it  would  be  a  tragedy  unspeakable.  On  the  other  h^nd, 
if  she  were  to  become  hyper-intellectual,  and  cease  to 
be  an  army  for  spiritual  conquest,  the  disaster  would 
be  equally  great. 

There  is  no  reason  why  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  should  be  forced  to  accept  all  for  which  some 
modernists  stand  or  be  forced  to  accept  all  the  positions 
of  fundamentalism.  She  will  do  neither.  Between  these 
two  the  “essentialist”  may  take  his  stand  with  utmost 
loyalty  to  Jesus  Christ  and  to  historic  Christianity. 

BUFFALO,  NEW  TOBK. 
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Delaware  Annual  Conference 

By  Rev.  R.  B.  Thompson 


The  sixty-fourth  annual  session  of  the  Delaware 
Conference  met  in  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  Tuesday,  March  29. 
Adequate  accommodations  for  the  ministers  were  secured 
by  the  local  church  committee  in  Wright  and  Ridley 
Hotels.  The  church  is  well  arranged,  with  dining  room 
and  facilities  for  entertainment,  with  several  extra  rooms 
for  committee  work.  The  cuisine  was  superb,  and  the 
service  regular  and  orderly.  Expectations  were  met  and 
exceeded.  Atlantic  City,  “The  Empress  of  Seaside  Re¬ 
sorts,”  afforded  ample  reception  for  the  thousands  of 
visitors  who  came  for  the  week-end  to  attend  our  most 
notable  Conference. 

The  vanguard  arrived  Tuesday  afternoon  and  began 
to  confer  in  committees  preparatory  to  the  formal  open¬ 
ing  on  Wednesday  morning.  At  2  P.  M.  Conference 
Board  of  Examiners:  accrediting  candidates  and  preach¬ 
ers  in  courses  of  study ;  4  P.  M.,  district  superintendents 
and  pastors  reviewed  statistics  and  reports  of  pastors ; 
reception  to  Conference,  7.30  P.  M.  The  presence  of 
Bishop  Luther  B.  Wilson,  in  advance  of  the  formal  open¬ 
ing  of  the  Conference,  was  a  fitting  crown  to  the  formal 
reception  tendered  this  fraternal  foregathering  of  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  Conference.  Welcome  ad¬ 
dresses  were  made  as  follows :  On  behalf  of  the  city.  His 
Honor  Mayor  RufFu ;  on  behalf  of  the  Ministerials  Unions 
of  the  city.  Dr.  A.  C.  Sanders ;  greetings  from  well-wishers 
of  Asbury;  greetings  from  local  church  by  the  pastor. 
Rev.  A.  L.  Martin ;  response  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Handy,  Cam¬ 
den,  N.  J.  The  annual  sermon  to  the  Historical  Society 
was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  E.  E.  Parker,  serving  his  forty- 
eighth  year  as  a  pastor. 

After  devotions,  9  A.  M.,  Wednesday,  the  Conference 
was  organized  by  electing  James  M.  Dickerson,  secretary ; 
E.  O.  Parker,  statistician;  W.  J.  Helm,  treasurer.  The 
holy  communion,  administered  by  the  bishop,  was  an  im¬ 
pressive  service. 

Three  ministers  died  during  the  Conference  year:  J. 
E.  A.  D.  Grigsby,  R.  H.  Wallace,  L.  Y.  Cox.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  widows  are  deceased:  Hattie  R.  Showed,  Sarah 
Hammond,  Elizabeth  Parker,  Mrs.  E.  H.  Pierce,  Mrs.  J. 
E.  A.  D.  Grigsby. 

At  12  o’clock  Bishop  Wilson  conducted  the  first  of  a 
series  of  daily  devotional  half  hours,  exhorting  the  pas¬ 
tors  to  a  more  devout  and  diligent  ministry.  In  these 
addresses  the  bishop  was  transcendent,  with  a  style  of 
simplicity  and  incisiveness,  graced  by  a  manner  quiet  yet 
fbrceful.  Statistical  reports  were  received  from  pastors 
at  2  P.  M. 

Thursday,  regular  business  session.  The  report  of  the 
Easton  District  was  read  by  J.  W.  Jefferson,  district 
superintendent;  also  report  of  the  New  York  District, 
by  M.  A.  Thompson,  district  supei’intendcnt ;  2  P.  M., 
business  session ;  report  of  W.  C.  Thompson,  Philadel¬ 
phia  District. 

Friday,  9  A.  M.,  special  executive  session.  The  oc¬ 
casion  brought  out  the  rare  judicial  ability  of  the  bishop. 
The  brethren  of  the  Conference  also  showed  restraint  and 
discretion  in  handling  matters  of  an  acute  problematic 
sort.  Charitableness  with  due  regard  for  discipline  was 
the  order  of  the  day.  Reports:  Wilmington  District, 


T.  H.  Woodley;  Salisbury,  J.  E.  A.  Johns.  Ministerial 
relations :  George  W.  Downs,  C.  W.  Shockley,  and  J.  M. 
Whittington  were  retired;  C.  W.  Winder,  F.  A.  Lusan, 
J.  W.  Brown  left  without  appointnient  for  one  year,  by 
request.  Reinstated:  J.  I.  Peaco,  P.  E.  Robinson,  A. 
E.  Martin. 

Saturday,  9  A.  M.,  Conference  session.  Report  of 
manager  of  Epworth  League  Institute,  A.  J.  Mitchell. 
Fraternal  message  from  the  Washington  Conference,  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  U.  King.  Bishop  Joseph  F.  Berry,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  was  introduced  and  spoke  of  the  coming  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Council  of  the  Philadelphia  Area,  April  27-29 ; 
2  P.  M.,  reports  of  secretary  of  the  Conference  and  statis¬ 
tician.  The  reports  indicate  general  increase  in  benevo¬ 
lences,  but  decrease  in  membership;  $36,365  received  for 
World  Service;  $12,413  for  Conference  Claimants;  re¬ 
ceived  for  local  Conference  support,  $1,276;  total  mem¬ 
bership,  39,000. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Historical  Society  on 
Tuesday  evening,  the  fact  was  brought  out  that  the  manu¬ 
script  of  “The  History  of  the  Delaware  Conference,”  pre¬ 
pared  by  Dr.  W.  C.  Jason,  was  ready  for  the  press, 
awaiting  funds  necessary  for  its  publication.  The  cost 
is  estimated  at  not  over  $400. 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  anniversary  of  the  Board 
of  Temperance,  Prohibition,  and  Public  Morals  was  held ; 
address  by  Dr.  Clarence  T.  Wilson,  in  which  he  pointed 
out  the  urgent  necessity  of  educating  the  present-day 
youth  on  the  evil  effects  of  alcoholism  upon  the  human 
system.  At  9.30  P.  M.,  anniversary  of  Board  of  Pensions 
and  Relief ;  address  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones. 

Thursday,  3  P.  M.  The  missionary  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  L.  S.  Moore,  pastor  at  St.  Daniel 
Church,  Chester,  Pa. ;  special  feature,  the  ministerial 
choir.  At  7.30  P.  M.,  anniversary  of  Philadelphia  Mis¬ 
sionary  and  Church  Extension  Society;  address  by  Dr. 
W.  A.  Ferguson.  The  society  expects  to  project  a  five- 
year  program  of  church  extension  in  the  growing  sections 
of  the  city  and  vicinity ;  9  P.  M.,  Morgan  College  Crusade 
rally  for  endowment.  Speakers :  Dr.  J.  0.  Spencer,  Dr. 
T.  H.  Kiah,  Dr.  A.  J.  Mitchell ;  10.16  P.  M.,  anniversary 
of  Home  for  the  Aged;  music,  Asbury  choir. 

On  Friday,  at  10  A.  M.,  the  anniversary  of  Summer 
School  of  Theology  was  held,  the  Rev.  F.  J.  Handy, 
dean ;  10  A.  M.,  laymen’s  meeting,  Shiloh  Baptist  Church ; 
2  P.  M.,  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate;  address 
by  Dr.  L.  H.  King,  “Religious  Journalism  and  Modern 
Issues” ;  3  P.  M.,  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  met 
at  Shiloh  Baptist  Church ;  raised  a  special  collection  of 
$100;  7  P.  M.,  Young  People’s  anniversary,  or  Epworth 
League  and  church-school  meeting.  A  demonstration  of 
“The  Junior  Church  in  Action”  projected  by  Mrs.  Louise 
Maxwell,  with  group  from  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  An  address  by  Dr.  F.  H.  Butler,  “Modern  Youth 
on  the  Trek.”  At  9  P.  M.,  Dr.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes  deliv¬ 
ered  the  a(jldress  at  the\  anniversary  of  Board  of  Home 
Missions  and  Church  Extension  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  He  evaluated  the  work  of  redeeming  the 
Southland. 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  at  3  P.  M.,  a  delegation  from 
the  Laymen’s  Association  was  received  and  made  a  report 
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including  a  resolution  asking  the  Conference  to  consider 
the  admission  of  laymen  for  membership  in  the  Annual 
Conference,  favoring  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  evening  address 
was  delivered  by  Prince  Blayechettai,  of  East  Africa,  or 
Abyssinia,  “The  Biblical  Negro.”  An  address  was  also 
delivered  by  Mrs.  A.  P.  Camphor,  wife  of  the  late  Bishop 
Camphor,  herself  a  returned  missionary  of  Liberia,  West 
Africa,  auspices  of  Foreign  Missionary  Board ;  music  by 
St.  James  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  choir. 

The  rising  tide  of  inspiration  which  was  notable 
throughout  the  week  broke  in  a  deluge  of  spiritual  blessing 
upon  those  who  went  early  to  the  love  feast  at  9  A.  M., 
Sunday,  at  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  at 
the  Globe  Theater,  on  the  boardwalk,  where  the  main  serv¬ 
ices  of  the  day  were  held.  For  the  second  time  Mrs.  Alice 
Bushrod,  a  member  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  secured  the  lease  (free  of  charge)  of  the  Globe 
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Theater,  compliments  of  Mr.  Joseph  Snellenburg  and 
Mr.  John  McCarron,  proprietors.  The  spacious  theater 
at  Charles  Place  and  the  Boardwalk,  seating  2,600  per-  j 
sons,  was  easily  overflowed  by  the  nearly  5,000  persons 
who  sought  to  enter.  As  is  customary,  a  committee  on 
worship  appointed  suita'ble  ministers  to  preach  in  all  the 
churches  among  the  colored  people,  and  also  some  were 
secured  for  service  in  white  churches.  The  bishop 
preached  at  11  A.  M.  Ordination  service  at  3  P.  M.  at 
the  Globe  Theater,  after  which  Dr.  C.A.Tindley  preached. 

The  appointments  were  read  at  evening  at  Asbury 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  There  were  fifty-four 
changes  in  the  pastorates.  The  most  important  was  the 
change  of  Dr.  A.  L.  Martin  from  Atlantic  City  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  after  seventeen  years.  He  was  succeeded  at  As¬ 
bury,  Atlantic  City,  by  Dr.  W.  B.  Perry,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  next  session  of  the  Conference  goes  to  Tindley 
Temple,  Philadelphia,  by  unanimous  vote. 


Report  of  the  Sixty-fourth  Session 
Washington  Annual  Conference 

Held  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  March  22-28,  1927 


Delivering  his  concluding  charge  to  the  breth¬ 
ren  in  grim  staccato  phrases — crisp  and  with  the 
insistence  and  regularity  of  machine-gun  fire — 
Bishop  Wm.  Frazier  McDowell,  senior  pastor  and  brother 
beloved  of  the  Conference,  scathingly  denounced  a  pro¬ 
fessional  attitude  on  the  part  of  pastor  toward  Kingdom 
work  instead  of  the  idealistic  attitude,  which  is  far  better. 
The  reports  of  treasurer  and  statistician  were  read  and 
approved;  the  Committee  on  Appreciation  read  resolu¬ 
tions  ;  the  appointments  by  districts  were  given  by  the 
bishop ;  someone,  everyone,  began  spontaneously  and  with 
intense  feeling,  “God  be  with  you  till  we  meet  again. 
Keep  love’s  banner  waving  o’er  you.  Smite  death’s  threat¬ 
ening  wave  before  you,”  etc.  The  bishop  gave  the  bene¬ 
diction,  and  the  sixty-fourth  session  of  the  Washington 
Annual  Conference,  meeting  in  Simpson  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  was  history;  and  with 
a  curious  sort  of  reluctance,  pastors,  laymen,  and  visitors 
by  automobile,  train,  and  the  ubiquitous  Ford,  began 
leaving  for  home. 

It  was  an  extraordinary  Conference  session.  The 
calendar  of  Conference  business  was  full  to  the  bulging 
point.  The  Titans  out  of  the  East  were  there  to  do 
battle  for  their  own  and  peculiar  interests.  A.  J.  Mitchell, 
the  “Borah”  of  the  body,  filibustering  for  Morgan  Col¬ 
lege;  W.  Alfred  C.  Hughes,  a  greater  compromiser  than 
Calhoun  or  Clay  at  their  best;  Dr.  Ernest  Lyons,  dour 
and  doughty,  busy  all  along  the  battle’s  line ;  Dr.  J.  W. 
E.  Bowen,  his  talons  somewhat  blunted,  his  great  soaring 
wings  somewhat  weary,  but  the  eagle  still,  feared  and 
respected;  and  as  these  and  others  fulminated  and  ges¬ 
ticulated  and  pointed  the  index  finger,  it  was  grand,  it 
was  heroic,  it  was  epic.  God  rest  you,  merry  gentlemen ; 
may  nothing  you  dismay. 

Since  the  sitting  of  this  Conference  the  phrase,  “South¬ 
ern  hospitAlity,”  loses  its  meaning.  The  wealth  and  cul¬ 
ture  of  West  Virginia  is  massed  at  Charleston,  its  capital 
city.  Here  dwell  its  Cabots  and  Lowells  and  Lodges — 
the  Cabots  speak  to  the  Lowells,  the  Lodges  speak  only 


to  God.  It  is  privately  said  that  books  on  etiquette  had 
a  huge  sale  at  bookstalls,  as  pastors  “dead  game”  faced 
resolutely  the  invitations  to  teas,  receptions,  included  in 
every  day’s  program. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  at  9  o’clock,  Bishop  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  assisted  by  District  Superintendents  Naylor, 
Carroll,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  and  Dean,  administered 
the  holy  communion.  The  organization  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  was  effected  with  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Briggs  as  statistician, 
and  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Harper  as  secretary.  The  Rev.  D. 
M.  Pleasants  was  elected  reporter.  In  the  absence  of 
the  Rev.  N.  M.  Carroll,  the  memorial  service  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Dr.  C.  H.  Matthews.  The  brethren  memorial¬ 
ized  were:  Jas.  E.  Tanzy,  L.  E.  S.  Nash,  J.  S.  Cole, 
Julius  C.  Love,  Jas.  T.  Moten,  J.  B.  Arter. 

The  obituaries  and  eulogies  of  ministers’  wives  who 
died  during  the  year  were  ordered  printed  in  the  Minutes. 

Greetings  in  code  were  received  from  Bishop  Matthew 
Clair  via  Paris,  France.  A  reply  was  ordered  sent. 

The  following  welcome  addresses  were  delivered:  On 
behalf  of  the  State,  His  Excellency  Governor  Howard  M. 
Gore ;  on  behalf  of  the  city.  His  Honor  Mayor  Wertz ;  on 
behalf  of  the  professions.  Attorney  J.  H.  Love ;  on  behalf 
of  the  fraternal  organizations.  Attorney  T.  G.  Nutter; 
on  behalf  of  the  business  men’s  league,  Mr.  C.  H.  James ; 
on  behalf  of  the  Preachers’  Meeting,  the  Rev.  A.  L. 
Browne ;  on  behalf  of  the  Laymen’s  Association,  Mr.  I. 
M.  Carper. 

The  Rev.  D.  M.  Pleasants,  of  Parkersburg,  preached 
the  missionary  sermon  from  the  text,  “Whereupon,  oh 
King  Agrippa,  I  was  not  disobedient  to  the  heavenly 
vision.”  Dr.  Clarence  True  Wilson,  in  his  characteristic 
vein,  delivered  a  great  address  on  the  prohibition  situa¬ 
tion  in  the  world  to-day.  A  superb  demonstration  under 
the  caption,  “The  Visit  of  the  Missionary  Family,”  was 
arranged  and  presented  by  Mrs.  Florence  Dongee  Carroll, 
Mrs.  Lulu  M.  Johnson,  and  Mrs.  Mamie  P.  Thomas,  offi¬ 
cers  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society.  Dr.  W. 
Alfred  C.  Hughes,  in  a  masterly  way,  gave  a  resume  of  the 
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work  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Ex- 
tension,  with  special  emphasis  upon  work  accomplished 
in  rural  sections  and  mining  and  industrial  centers. 

Friday  was  a  high  day  in  the  Conference  schedule. 
At  daybreak,  already  having  breakfasted  and  in  holiday 
spirit,  the  members  of  the  Conference  and  visitors  were 
earned  to  Institute,  W.  Va.,  by  special  train,  to  hold 
that  days  session  in  the  auditorium  of  West  Virginia 
[  Collegiate  Institute,  where  Bishop  McDowell  gave  a 
great  address  to  the  student  body  of  that  institution 
and  where  also,  at  the  special  instance  of  Governor  Gore, 
dinner  was  served  to  the  Conference  in  the  spacious 
refectory  of  the  college.  President  Davis  made  a  last¬ 
ing  impression  on  the  Conference,  not  only  by  his 
scholarly  and  Christian  bearing,  but  also  by  the  evi¬ 
dences  of  the  tremendous  work  being  accomplished  there. 

Sun^y  morning,  at  eleven  o^ilock,  in  the  beautiful 
Kearse  Theatre,  Bishop  McDowell  preached  his  master¬ 
piece  on  “Quench  not  the  Spirit;  despise  not  prophesy- 
.  mgs.  Prove  all  things;  hold  fast  that  which  is  good; 
abstain  from  all  appearance  of  evil.”  A  feature  of 
the  worship  here  was  the  music  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  Maud  Wanzer,  a  graduate  of  the  French  Academy 
A  of  Music  at  Sorbonne,  and  who  is  the  organist  and 
W  chorister  at  Simpson  Church. 


Sunday  afternoon  the  ordination  sermon  was  preached 
at  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by  Dr.  John 
Waters,  of  Baltimore,  on  the  text,  “And  when  I  saw 
him  I  fell  at  his  feet  as  dead.”  Music  was  rendered  by 
the  choir  of  First  Church.  Two  large  classes  were  or¬ 
dained. 

At  the  evening  worship  in  Simpson  Church,  Dr.  L. 
H.  King,  with  matchless  oratory  and  irresistible  logic, 
laid  upon  the  Conference  the  burden  of  the  Southwest¬ 
ern  and  World  Service.  Dr.  Spencer,  of  Morgan  College ; 
Dr.  Wade,  of  Chicago ;  Dr.  Oaten,  of  the  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  and  Relief;  Dr.  I.  G.  Penn,  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  were  present  and  spoke  at  various  times. 

The  Conference  voted  to  meet  at  Metropolitan 
Church,  Baltimore,  next  year,  the  Rev.  E.  S.  Wil¬ 
liams,  D.D.,  pastor. 

The  adjectives  that  describe  this  Conference  must  be 
superlatives.  The  weather  was  sunny  and  perfect,  the 
atmosphere  was  balmy  and  bracing,  the  total  environ¬ 
ment  physically  and  otherwise  was  ideal,  classic,  never- 
to-be-forgotten.  Dr.  J.  D.  Browne,  entertaining  pastor, 
his  officers,  members,  and  friends  set  up  a  standard  of 
hospitality,  efficiency,  and  courtesy  that  makes  this 
sixty-fourth  session  the  most  historic  of  them  all.— D. 
M.  Pleasants,  Reporter. 


Report  of  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones 

Special  Representative,  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief,  for  Year  1926 


IT  IS  indeed  very  gratifying  to  report  the  growing 
interest  our  colored  ministers  are  manifesting  in  the 
welfare  of  their  Conference  claimants.  Some  years 
ago  very  little  interest  was  shown.  Many  pastors  re¬ 
ported  nothing  for  this  cause — that  was  the  rule,  but 
the  reverse  is  true  and  you  can  rarely  find  a  pastor 
who  does  not  report  something.  The  offering  may  not 
be  large,  but  an  offering  nevertheless.  This  is  hearten¬ 
ing  and  a  healthy  sign,  and  means  a  good  deal  in  the 
near  future. 

^  Annual  Conference  Visitation. — I  have  visited  the  fol- 
V  lowing  Annual  Conferences :  Tennessee,  East  Tennessee, 
Central  Alabama,  Atlanta,  Central  Missouri,  Florida, 
South  Florida  Mission,  Lexington,  Little  Rock,  Texas, 
West  Texas,  Louisiana,  Upper  Mississippi,  Mississippi, 
and  Washington. 

At  these  Conferences  I  have  presented  the  interest  of 
the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief  before  the  Conference 
sessions,  and  held  successful  anniversaries.  I  have  been 
cordially  received  and  given  ample  time  to  speak  for  our 
cause. 

X/f-  resolutions  and  memorials  pertaining  to  the 

Ministers’  Reserve  Pension  Fund  which  I  have  presented 
have  been  adopted  by  these  Annual  Conferences. 

Permanent  Funds. — I  have  been  stressing  the  necessity 
of  Conference  Permanent  Funds,  and  as  a  result  all  the 
colored  Conferences  are  increasing  their  Permanent  Funds, 
all  money  collected  being  placed  with  the  board,  in  trust. 
The  twenty  colored  Conferences  increased  their  Perma¬ 
nent  Funds  last  year  from  $30,000  to  $47,332— a  gain 
of  about  $17,332. 

Expense  Fund. — ^If  the  Mississippi  Conference,  which 
meets  shortly,  holds  its  own,  we  shall  have  raised  this  year 
about  $6,602.54  for  the  Expense  Fund.  All  the  Confer¬ 


ences  in  the  area  have  paid  their  share  of  the  expenses 
and  had  a  nice  little  sum  for  local  distribution. 

H^s  for  the  Old  Preachers.— Three  of  the  Confer¬ 
ences  in  this  area  have  taken  steps  to  secure  homes  for  their 
old  preachers,  namely,  the  Mississippi,  Upper  Mississippi, 
^^^^as  Conferences.  The  two  Conferences  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  are  jointly  raising  money  to  build  at  Waveland, 
Miss.,  and  the  Texas  Conference  has  secured  quarters 
near  Houston. 

Teaching  in  the  Summer  Schools. — I  am  now  on  the 
faculty  of  both  of  the  summer  schools  which  meet  annually 
at  Gulfside,  Miss.  All  the  undergraduates  of  seven  Confer¬ 
ences  are  required  to  attend.  Besides  the  undergraduates, 
many  of  the  rural  pastors  are  in  attendance.  Here  I 
have  the  privilege  of  teaching  the  principles  and  policy 
of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief.  These  two  schools 
run  for  about  eighteen  days— this  gives  me  a  fair  chance 
to  do  some  constructive  work. 

Donations  of  Property. — ^While  we  have  several  per¬ 
sons  in  the  area  who  are  planning  to  give  their  property 
to  the  board  for  the  claimants,  we  have  not  succeeded 
in  getting  the  deeds  for  the  same.  More  will  be  done 
along  this  line  this  year  than  ever.  The  Mississippi  Con¬ 
ference  ordered  a  house  and  lot  to  be  sold,  but  we  have 
not  as  yet  found  a  buyer,  since  Bolton,  Miss.,  where  the 
property  is  located,  is  a  small  town  and  there  is  not  much 
demand  for  property. 

District  Conferences. — There  are  forty-one  District 
Conferences  held  in  this  area  annually,  and  I  get  to  most 
of  them  by  tfttending  about  three  each  week  for  two 
months.  Here  we  meet  not  only  the  pastors,  but  the 
church  officials  and  great  crowds  of  laymen.  When  I 
am  not  attending  Annual  or  District  Conferences,  I  visit 
the  local  churches  of  the  area. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IiTTiairATiovAi.  Sniu 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


PETER’S  DENIAL  AND  REPENTANCE 

SECOND  QUARTER.  LESSON  V.  MAY  1 


Scripture  Leeson — Mark  14.  63,  54,  66-71; 
Luke  22.  61,  62. 

Peter,  the  man  who  only  a  few  weeks  ago 
had  the  remarkable  vision  of  our  last  lesson, 
who  only  a  few  hours  ago  with  clenched  fist 
declared  that  he  was  ready  to  die  with  Jesus 
rather  than  to  deny  Him  (Mark  14.  81),  and 
who  has  just  a  little  while  ago  drawn  his 
sword  in  defense  of  his  Lord — this  Peter  not 
only  lies  now  with  clenched  fist  concerning 
his  relation  with  Jesus,  but  lies  with  even 
curses  and  oaths.  Instead  of  being  willing 
to  dght  for  his  Lord,  he  is  now  more  willing 
to  fight  anyone  who  accuses  him  of  any 
knowledge  of  Jesus.  It  would  seem  that 
again  an  angel  of  light  has  become  a  devil 
and  has  fallen  from  the  highest  heaven  to  the 
lowest  hell.  But  instead  of  indulging  in 
vehement  denouncements  of  him,  let  us  rather 
try  to  understand  this  Peter  of  our  lesson. 
Jesus  did  not  denounce  him,  because  Jesus 
understood  him  better  than  we  do,  and  better 
than  Peter  understood  himself. 

Psychological  Cause  of  Peter’s  Weakness. 
It  will  not  explain  Peter  to  say  that  he  was 
a  weak-willed  man.  He  was  probably  a 
normal  man.  “Weak-willed”  must  be  a  rela¬ 
tive  term.  A  man  may  be  very  immoral 
(using  morality  in  its  broadest  sense)  and 
yet  be  of  a  strong  will.  The  will  is  strong 
when  a  strong  temptation  is  necessary  to 
cause  it  to  act  contrary  to  its  characteristic 
or  established  course,  whether  this  course  be 
good  or  evil.  It  is  a  weak  will  when  it  is 
not  established  in  any  course  of  conduct — 
when  one  is  as  apt  to  act  in  an  immoral 
as  in  a  moral  way— when  a  person  is  charac¬ 
terless.  So  a  strong  will,  to  be  morally  valu¬ 
able,  must  be  a  will  that  is  strong  against 
evil  and  weak  toward  good.  If  it  is  strong 
against  good,  it  is  weak  toward  evil.  In 
that  case  it  is  morally  better  that  one  be 
weak-willed,  for  then  he  is  just  as  apt  to  do 
good  as  evil. 

Now  Peter  did  not  become  bad  all  at  once; 
no  man  does.  This  was  not  the  first  time  he 
had  cixrsed  and  sworn.  Doubtless  he  had 
often  cursed  that  old  fishing  net  of  his,  and 
other  people  with  whom  he  had  become  angry. 
It  was  not  the  first  time  he  had  lied,  either. 
Doubtless  he  had  often  lied  about  what  he 
had  or  had  not  done  whenever  it  seemed  con¬ 
venient  for  him  to  do  so.  Remember  Peter 
volunteered  the  confession  of  his  sinfulness 
to  Jesus  (Luke  5.  8) ;  and  that  confession 
did  not  arise  from  any  keen  reflection  on 
the  contrast  between  his  high  ideal  and  his 
inward  tendencies.  He  meant  sinfulness 
which  everybody  who  knew  him  knew  about. 
Doubtless  as  a  young  man  he  had  no  repu¬ 
tation  in  the  community  for  refinement  in 
language  and  in  conduct,  but  as  a  sort  of 
rough  fellow  who  may  have  been  too  good  to 
be  called  bad,  but  certainly  too  bad  to  be 
called  good.  It  was  this  formerly  rough 
Cephas  who  dashed  furiously  onto  Malchus 
with  his  sword  (John  18.  10).  And  it  was 
this  same  rough  immoral  Cephas  whom  Jesus 
promised  to  convert  into  a  moral  character — 
into  a  fisher  for  men  instead  of  what  he  was, 
a  fellow  who  brooked  no  provocation,  but 
who  was  always  flying  off  the  handle  at  them 
and  cursing  them  and  lying  to  them.  (We 
know  that  John  and  James  were  violent  fel¬ 
lows.) 

While  he  was  with  Jesus,  as  far  as  his  out¬ 
ward  life  was  concerned,  he  was  morally 
good — tamed  down  and  more  polished  in  his 
language.  He  was  under  the  influence  of 
Jesus’  teaching  and  the  more  vitally  whole¬ 
some  influence  of  His  comradeship.  The  en¬ 
vironment  was  wholesome,  so  that  there  was 
no  occasion  for  his  characteristic  disposition 
to  manifest  itself.  Accordingly,  the  old  Ce¬ 
phas  slumbered  in  him.  But  no  great  change 


had  taken  place  in  his  heart  and  spirit — 
the  springs  of  his  conduct.  Such  permanent 
changes  cannot  so  soon  take  place  without 
the  influence  of  some  profound  and  soul¬ 
stirring  emotion  like  frequently  comes  at 
conversion,  and  like  came  to  Peter  at  Pente¬ 
cost.  And  even  with  such  emotions  these 
permanent  changes  do  not  always  come  with¬ 
out  continued  self-watching  and  prayer. 

But  when  Peter  came  to  the  trial  of  Jesus 
there  was  a  strong  emotional  and  intellectual 
temptation  for  his  former  old  self  to  reassert 
itself.  It  was  emotional  because  he  was  very 
afraid.  He  feared  not  so  much  because  he 
had  been  a  disciple  of  Jesus.  That  was  no 
serious  charge,  even  though  Jesus  should  be 
condemned.  John  was  there,  too.  But  he 
feared  because  he  had  wounded  the  high 
priest’s  servant  with  a  sword.  If  that  should 
be  brought  against  him,  there  would  be  no 
possible  way  of  his  fighting  his  way  success¬ 
fully  through  so  many  enemies.  That  would 
be  a  serious  charge  should  he  be  identified  as 
the  assailant.  He  might  free  himself  from 
suspicion  by  denying  that  he  even  knew  Je¬ 
sus.  It  was  intellectual  because  his  faith  in 
Jesus’  ability  to  defend  Himself  and  His  dis¬ 
ciples  had  been  greatly  shaken.  He  had  been 
thinking  all  the  time,  not  of  moral,  but  of 
physical  defense — either  by  the  sword  (Luke 
22.  38,  49)  or  in  some  other  miraculous  way. 
But  now  he  has  come  to  despair  of  all  such 
defense.  In  this  situation  the  real  Cephas 
temporarily  reasserted  itself.  Current  psy¬ 
chology  would  say  that  the  real  Cephas  was 
still  in  the  neurones  and  synapses  of  Peter. 

Significance  of  Peter’s  Weeping.  After  his 
moral  relapse  Peter  caught  the  eyes  of  Je¬ 
sus,  and  went  out  and  cried  sorrowfully.  Was 
it  the  cry  of  repentance  or  simply  the  cry  of 
sorrow?  These  two  cries  may  be  the  same, 
but  not  necessarily  so.  When  one  repents  of 
a  deed,  one  is  so  sorry  for  having  done  the 
deed  that  one  will  not  willfully  do  the  like 
again.  Now  if  that  maid  had  followed  Peter 
outside  and  again  accused  him  of  discipleship 
to  Jesus,  I  wonder  if  he  would  have  finally 
admitted  it,  or  would  not  have  again  denied 
it.  If  he  would  have  admitted  it,  the  trial 
was  not  over — nothing  hindered  him  from  go¬ 
ing  inside  like  an  honest  man  and  between 
sobs  making  the  admission.  Judas  gave  better 
evidence  of  repentance  than  Peter.  To  say 
the  least,  when  he  had  realized  his  mistake, 
Judas  had  manly  and  moral  courage  enough 
to  go  back  and  confess  it;  and  because  he 
could  not  undo  it,  he  preferred  death  to  life. 
But  Peter  had  ample  opportunity  to  tell  the 
truth  to  the  same  people  about  the  same  thing 
which  he  had  told  them  a  falsehood  about. 
But  he  would  not.  It  seems  clear  that  his 
sorrow  was  not  so  much  because  he  had  done 
the  deed,  as  because  of  the  whole  situation 
which  made  it  (seem)  necessary  for  him  to 
do  it — because  of  the  pathetic  situation  into 
which  his  beloved  comrade  and  Lord  had 
(apparently)  helplessly  been  brought. 

But  .lesus  knew  Peter  better  than  Peter 
knew  himself.  He  had  studied  all  of  His 
disciples  just  as  any  teacher  of  a  small  group 
studies  his  students  individually.  He  knew 
that  Peter  would  have  courage  to  follow  Him 
to  the  trial  and  would  falsify  if  a  situation 
arose  apparently  dangerous  to  Peter.  So  He 
had  prayed  that  Peter  might  recover  from 
his  moral  relapse  and  henceforth  be  the  Peter 
which  He  had  been  trying  to  make  him  (Luke 
22.  81-34) ;  and  He  had  urged  Peter  to  pray 
that  he  might  be  spared  any  incentive  to 
moral  relapse  (Luke  22.  40,  46).  But  Peter 
did  not  know  the  value  of  prayer  for  moral 
strength;  he  had  too  much  confidence  in  him¬ 
self  and  his  sword,  and  in  Jesus’  protection. 
In  the  whole  New  Testament  we  have  no 
finer  evidence  of  Jesus’  patience  and  sym¬ 


pathy  and  charitableness  with  respect  to  our 
moral  weakness,  and  faith  in  the  character 
that  we  may  become  in  spite  of  our  present 
moral  weakness,  than  is  furnished  by  His 
attitude  toward  Peter’s  denial  of  Him  both 
before  and  after  it  was  done. 

SAM  RUSTOX  COLLEOE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lesson  for  Sundat,  Mat  1,  1927 
“Thou  also  wast  with  Jesus  of  Nazareth” 
(By  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

No  one  can  be  long  with  Jesus  and  not 
show  it.  Peter  had  been  called  and  had  been 
a  foremost  follower  of  Christ,  and  when  he 
was  seen  in  the  company  of  unbelievers  and 
scoffers,  he  looked  out  of  place.  Both  his 
looks  and  his  speech  indicated  he  was  a 
follower  of  Christ.  The  language  and  life  of 
Jesus  will  become  second  nature  to  one  who 
has  left  all,  as  did  Peter,  and  follows  Him. 
It  is  not  easy  or  natural  to  sin  as  it  has 
been,  and  Peter  was  undertaking  the  impos¬ 
sible  in  trying  to  look  and  act  as  though  he 
had  never  known  the  Lord. 

Being  with  Jesus  does  not  mean  that  we 
cannot  slip.  Many  ardent  followers  of  our 
Lord  liave  broken  step  with  Christ  at  tlie 
crucial  moment,  bringing  sorrow  and  dis¬ 
grace  to  themselves  and  to  their  associates. 
Such  lapses  are  especially  injurious  on  the 
mission  fields.  It  has  been  sadly  true  in  a 
few  instances  that  trusted  missionaries  and 
mission  leaders,  having  taken  their  eyes  off 
Christ  in  the  midst  of  their  work,  have  fallen 
victim  to  some  temptation,  and  the  whole 
cause  in  that  field  has  suffered  irreparable 
loss.  This  shows  the  necessity  of  great  care 
in  the  selection  of  missionaries  and  all  who 
are  to  assume  responsibilities  in  Kingdom 
building. 

It  is  also  true  that  young  converts  to  the 
faith  on  mission  fields  often  prove  unequal 
to  the  test  which  temptation  subjects  them 
to.  Christ  is  no  more  popular  in  countries 
not  Christian  than  He  was  iu  Jerusalem  in 
the  days  of  Peter.  It  requires  courage  to 
withstand  assaults  by  the  enemies  of  Christ 
such  as  Peter  needed,  and  too  often  new 
converts  to  the  faith  are  off  guard  and  lose 
out.  The  danger  is  in  feeling  too  sure.  Peter 
thought  he  could  die  for  his  Lord,  and  fell 
when  a  little  maid  accused  him  of  being  one 
who  had  been  with  Jesus.  It  requires  ex¬ 
perience  to  own  Christ  everywhere. 

We  have  some  remarkable  instances  of 
heathens  who  have  stood  the  test  and  re¬ 
mained  firm  in  paying  the  supreme  sacrifice. 
Such  were  the  Chinese  converts  in  time  of  the 
Boxer  uprising,  and  many  faithful  African 
converts.  Chinese  Christians  are  again  being 
put  to  the  test  in  the  revolution  which  has 
shaken  the  empire,  and  created  much  preju¬ 
dice  against  all  foreigners.  This  has  made 
it  hard  for  the  Chinese  missionaries  to  re¬ 
main  loyal  to  the  missionaries  and  the  church 
of  Christ.  Almost  to  a  person  they  are  true. 

GAMMON  8EM1NAHT. 

Crescent  City  Notes 

NOTICE 

The  annual  meeting  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  will  convene  at  Williams  Chapel,  New 
Orleans,  June  17-19.  Dear  Sisters:  Allow 
me  to  call  your  attention  to  our  work  and 
responsibility.  We  have  done  well  in  the 
past;  we  are  looking  forward  to  a  greater 
success  in  the  future.  We  must  have  noth¬ 
ing  less  than  complete  success  spiritually  and 
financially.  We  must  not  and  we  cannot 
fail.  The  time  is  near;  let  us  pray  and  plan 
for  a  great  time  by  raising  our  full  appor¬ 
tionment  and  make  a  round  report.  Let  each 
of  us  do  our  bit  to  make  this  meeting  the 
greatest  we  have  held.  Do  your  best  to  have 
all  monies  in  the  hand  of  the  Conference 
treasurer  before  June.  Faithful  and  true, 
Mrs.  Amelia  Turner,  Conference  President. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  churches  of  the 
city  are  making  preparations  for  a  mammoth 
sin^ng  contest  among  the  seventeen  choirs, 
under  the  supervision  of  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones. 


April  21,  1927 


315 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


Fifty  dollars  in  prizes  will  be  given  by  the 
bishop— $26,  $16,  and  $10.  The  purpose  of 
the  contest  will  be  to  stimulate  interest  in 
the  music  of  the  various  churches.  Proceeds 
will  go  for  the  benefit  of  the  Lafon  Old  Folks’ 
Home.  Speakers  are  being  sought  to  discuss 
the  place  of  the  choir  in  the  church.  Monday 
night,  April  26,  1927,  has  been  set  as  the  date 
of  the  contest,  to  be  held  at  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  on  South  Liberty 
Street,  between  Poydras  and  Perdido.  All 
roads  lead  to  Wesley  on  that  date.  This 
church  was  selected  because  recently  there 
was  Installed  at  Wesley  a  $6,000  pipe  organ. 
A  committee  composed  of  G.  C.  Hayward, 
chairman;  W.  T.  Handy,  Mrs.  Georgia 
Greyer,  Mrs.  C.  Lomax,  Mrs.  Alma  L.  Hub¬ 
bard,  Mrs.  O.  A.  Smith,  Mr.  J.  Hensley,  Mrs. 
Susie  Wilson,  Miss  Pauline  Jackson,  and  Mrs. 
A.  C.  Simms  has  been  appointed  to  work 
out  the  details,  with  the  Rev.  M.  R.  Walker, 
district  superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans 
District. 

WILLIAMS  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

On  a  recent  Sunday  morning,  at  11  o’clock, 
a  very  practical  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
Rev.  F.  Jones,  of  the  Sixth  District;  subject, 
“Confidence  in  God.”  At  night  a  sacred  con¬ 
cert  was  given  by  Mrs.  Varney,  Mrs.  Carey, 
and  Miss  Anna  Messiah.  Those  present  en¬ 
joyed  an  excellent  program. 

Sunday,  at  5  P.  M.,  the  stewardess  had  a 
social  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  S.  Obey,  in 
honor  of  Mrs.  M.  Bartholomew,  who  was 
leaving  for  Chicago,  Ill.  Delicious  refresh¬ 
ments  were  served.  Among  those  present 
were:  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  Wesley  Turner, 


Mrs.  Oscar  Lewis,  Mrs.  August  Terrence, 
Hiss  Anna  Messiah,  Mrs.  Harriet  Bullins,  and 
Mrs.  Arthur  Fletcher,  At  the  last  regular 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Wilson-Messiah  Clinic 
the  following  report  was  made:  From  Feb¬ 
ruary  1  to  March  7,  1928,  number  of  patients 
treated,  22;  number  of  children  treated,  17; 
number  of  house  visits  made,  6;  number  of 
free  treatments  given,  43;  one  baby  born, 
February  21,  1927;  services  rendered  by  Dr. 
Thaddeus  Taylor  amounted  to  $110;  services 
rendered  by  A.  Messiah,  registered  nurse,  $20; 
drugs  donated  by  Dr.  Taylor,  $4;  gas  do¬ 
nated  by  the  Rev.  Turner,  gas  donated 
b’’^  Dr.  Taylor,  $4;  drugs  donated  by  friends, 
$1.56;  two  sheets  donated  by  Mrs.  Esther 
Jones;  three  ounces  wood  alcohol  by  Mrs.  V. 
Thomas,  26c;  charity  box,  86c;  by  effort  of  a 
friend,  $5.60;  total,  $149.66. 

Dr.  Alston  and  M.  R.  Walker  were  visitors 
at  the  clinic. 

On  March  7,  1927,  a  very  delicious  luncheon 
was  served  in  honor  of  the  Rev.  J.  Wesley 
Turner,  president  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  clinic,  and  Dr.  Thaddeus  Taylor,  who 
is  so  faithful.  Mrs.  S.  Obey  was  chairlady 
of  the  committee. 

Among  our  visitors  during  the  past  few 
weeks  were:  the  Rev.  Arthur  Robinson,  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Shreveport,  La.  who  preached  a  very  inter¬ 
esting  sermon;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adam  Mitchell, 
and  Prof.  McAllister,  business  manager  of 
the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  Prof. 
McAllister  made  some  very  interesting  re¬ 
marks.  We  were  glad,  indeed,  to  have  the 
above-mentioned  persons  with  us;  also  Mr. 
Briggs,  a  visitor.— The  Rev.  J.  W.  Turner, 
Pastor;  Miss  E.  C.  Charles,  Reporter. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 

What  the  Churches 
Are  Doin^y' 


Hatidsboro,  Miss. — The  Willing  Workers’ 
Club  met  at  the  home  of  Miss  J.  Riley,  March 
2.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  3  P.  M. 
by  the  president.  After  the  business  of  the 
club  was  transacted,  delicious  refreshments 
were  served.  This  club  is  doing  a  great  work 
for  the  church. — E.  Smith,  Reporter. 

McMinnville,  Tenn. — Fingers  Chapel,  Mc¬ 
Minnville  circuit:  On  Sunday,  March  13, 
Sunday  school  was  opened  as  usual,  and  the 
attendance  was  large.  The  pastor.  Rev.  W. 
M.  Holden,  filled  the  pulpit  at  the  eleven 
o’clock  service,  and  preached  a  wonderful 
sermon  from  the  text  found  in  Galatians  6.  8. 
We  are  proud  of  our  pastor,  and  may  God 
help  these  people  to  open  their  hearts  that 
they  may  be  inclined  to  receive  the  gospel. — 

Mary  E.  Durham,  Reporter. 

% 

Cotton  Plant,  Ark. — Recently  a  great  storm 
struck  the  parsonage  and  left  120  pounds  of 
fine  groceries  on  the  table.  We  feel  grateful 
to  our  memhers  and  friends  for  their  loyal 
support.  We  take  this  method  to  thank  them. 
The  storm  was  led  by  Mrs.  I.,.  Humphries, 
Mrs.  Viola  Jones,  Prof.  B.  Jones,  Bro.  O.  J. 
Clemons,  Mesdames  O.  R.  Darby,  O.  J.  Clem¬ 
ons,  B.  Brinkley,  M.  Blake,  C.  B.  Holland, 
Frances  Darby,  Bro.  A.  Darby,  and  many 
others. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  T.  Stephens. 

Lake  Charles,  La. — The  Warren  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  Unity  Christian  Social  Club 
met  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  L.  Champ  in  Frank¬ 
lin  Street,  with  C.  Lewis,  president,  in  the 
chair.  The  meeting  was  nicely  conducted.  A 
splendid  address  was  given  hy  our  district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  W.  Hampton,  also 
from  our  good  shepherd,  the  Rev.  E.  Rolax. 

A  two-course  menu  was  served  to  thirty-three 
persons.  Collection,  $23.46.  We  are  now 
working  on  window  funds.  We  arc  marching 
onward  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  E. 
Rolax. — Mrs.  Callie  Lewis,  Reporter. 

Hobson  City,  Ala. — The  pastor  rejoices 
with  the  members  of  Rising  Star  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  very  fine  way  in 
Which  the  benevolence  budget  is  being  car- 
''Icd  forward.  On  Sunday,  March  27,  came 


the  first  report,  which  was  $60.45.  We  ac¬ 
knowledge  our  appreciation  to  the  bishop  and 
his  cabinet  for  the  return  of  our  pastor  and 
wife.  He  is  a  man  of  character  and  ability. 
He  is  not  a  leader  because  he  is  a  preacher, 
but  a  preacher  because  he  is  a  leader. — Rev. 
J.  R.  Taylor,  Pastor;  Mrs.  lola  Bailey,  Sec¬ 
retary;  Mrs.  O.  Thomas,  Treasurer. 

Carthage,  Ark. — The  World  Service  Coun¬ 
cil,  Group  No.  3,  met  in  Parham  Chapel, 
March  29,  with  the  district  superintendent  in 
the  chair.  The  district  officers  were  elected, 
as  follows;  ,Rev.  S.  B.  Branch,  chairman ; 
Rev.  J.  T.  Tolbert,  vice-chairman;  Prof.  B. 
Parham,  secretary;  Mr.  E.  D.  McClain,  treas¬ 
urer.  The  meeting  was  a  very  interesting  one. 
Dr.  W.  L.  Turner,  of  Hot  Springs,  was  pres¬ 
ent  with  his  African  exhibit.  He  made  a 
very  lasting  impression  upon  his  hearers.  We 
welcome  Dr.  Turner  back  to  our  city. — Rev. 
S.  B.  Branch,  Pastor;  B.  Parham,  Reporter. 

Forsyth,  Oa. — Kynett  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church:  The  spring  rally  of  our  church  was 
a  success,  both  spiritually  and  financially. 
Report  by  clubs:  No.  1,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Hubbard, 
$21.21;  No.  2,  Mrs.  Willie  Smith,  $20.63;  No. 
3,  Mrs.  Wade  H.  Brown,  $19.06;  No.  4,  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Davis,  $23.25;  public  collection,  $11.01; 
total,  $96.16.  Under  the  leadership  of  our 
efficient  pastor  and  his  enthusiastic  wife,  every 
auxiliary  is  functioning.  We  liave  an  excel- 
cent  attendance  in  the  Sunday  school,  and  a 
Sunday-school  training  class,  which  is  putting 
much  interest  in  the  work.  We  are  praying 
that  this  be  our  “banner  year.” — Rev.  J.  W. 
Brown,  Pastor;  Mrs.  V.  S.  Curry,  Reporter. 

Bengin,  Ark. — Duncan  Chapel  Community 
Club  held  its  meeting  at  Mrs.  Hattie  Jordan’s, 
March,  22,  the  president,  Mrs.  P.  E.  Clark, 
presiding.  A  number  of  members  were  pres¬ 
ent.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  with 
song  and  prayer;  at  the  roll  call  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  amount  of  $3.60  were  collected. 

A  donation  was  given  to  the  old  people  of  the 
community,  also  to  the  pastor  and  wife  of 
Duncan  Chapel.  Sister  Clark  is  doing  a 
great  mission  work  in  this  community;  she 
knows  how  to  put  things  over.  Cash  and  do¬ 
nations  amounted  to  $15.  The  church  and 
community  cannot  suffer  with  Christian  work¬ 
ers. — C.  H.  Brooks,  Pastor;  Miss  Frankie 
Smith,  Reporter. 


Montgomery,  Ala. — Sunday,  March  20,  was 
a  high  day  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  We  had  our  own  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones 
with  us,  and  he  was  at  his  best  and  at  home 
with  his  many  friends.  He  preached  an  able 
sermon  on  “The  Indestructible  Church,”  from 
the  text,  “Upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my 
church.”  Mrs.  Jones,  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  M. 
Jones,  entertained  the  pastor  and  family  with 
a  splendid  dinner.  We  invite  all  ministers  to 
St.  Paul  when  they  are  passing  through  our 
city,  and  give  us  a  sermon.  St.  Paul  is  des¬ 
tined  to  take  her  place  with  the  leading  ap¬ 
pointments  in  the  Central  Alabama  Confer¬ 
ence. — F.  J.  Jacobs,  Pastor. 

Marion,  Ala. — Sunday  morning  services 
were  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  G.  W. 
Brown,  who  took  for  his  text,  “Quit  you  like 
men,  be  strong,”  John  6.  36.  At  the  Sunday 
night  service,  the  Rev.  Roberson,  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  preached  to 
an  audience  of  about  300,  using  for  his  text, 
1  Cor.  13.  13.  The  Ladies’  Aid  Society  ren¬ 
dered  a  splendid  program  on  Friday,  March 
18;  subject  for  discussion,  “My  Place  in  Re¬ 
deeming  the  Human  Family.”  The  subject 
was  beautifully  discussed  by  Miss  V.  B. 
Young  and  others.  We  are  glad  to  say  that 
Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  still  alive 
and  doing  a  great  work.— Rev.  G.  W.  Brown, 
Pastor;  Miss  V.  B.  Young,  Reporter. 

DeKalb,  Miss. — Sunday,  April  3,  was  a  high 
day  at  St.  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  Rev.  E.  H.  Williams  preached  two  noble 
sermons.  At  4  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Williams  and 
his  good  people  were  with  us  from  Blues 
Chapel,  Scooba,  Miss.,  and  he  preached  a 
great  sermon.  We  had  on  a  g^eat  drive  for 
World  Service.  The  captains  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Mr.  G.  W.  Fox,  $60.70;  Mr.  H.  Jack, 
$28;  Mrs.  Annie  Gully,  $^.36;  Maggie  Hamp¬ 
ton,  $13.26;  Mrs.  E.  Scott,  $13;  Scooba  and 
public  collection,  $10;  pastor,  $20;  total  raised 
during  the  day,  $167.30.  We  are  planning  to 
put  every  program  over  in  the  church. — Rev. 
E.  H.  Williams,  Pastor;  Miss  Hezzie  C.  Scott, 
Reporter. 

Itta  Bena,  Miss. — Dr.  M.  T.  J.  Howard, 
representing  the  Department  of  Rural  Work 
of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church 
Extension  in  the  bounds  of  the  Upper  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Conference,  came  to  us  Thursday, 
March  17,  and  was  greeted  by  at  least  four 
hundred  people,  a  large  number  of  whom 
were  young  men  and  young  women.  The  pic¬ 
tures  presented  and  lectures  given  were  of  a 
high  order.  His  very  informing  message 
served  to  put  new  life  and  energy  into  the  en¬ 
tire  congregation.  A  resolution  was  unani¬ 
mously  passed,  thanking  Bishop  Jones  for  se¬ 
curing  the  service  of  this  great  man  for  the 
New  Orleans  Area  and  a  promise  to  raise 
our  quota  in  this  charge.— J.  W.  Winbush, 
Pastor. 

Sealy,  Texas. — Coles,  Downey,  and  Wesley 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  are 
bringing  things  to  pass.  "They  have  surprised 
the  parsonage  with  front  and  back  porches 
and  eleven  window  panes.  Mrs.  F.  D.  N. 
Brooks  being  the  propagator,  raised  the  first 
$7.60.  Mr.  J.  H.  Hills  made  himself  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  balance,  and  the  work  is  done. 
The  work  was  done  by  the  following  trustees: 

J.  H.  Hills,  P.  P.  Newsome,  R.  L..  Anderson, 

E.  W.  Brooks,  L.  Holliday,  L.  Anderson,  Wm. 
Garland,  E.  R.  Anderson.  My  wife  and  I 
are  delighted  with  the  membership  and  how 
they  are  submitting  to  the  program  of  the 
church.  May  God  add  them  blessings  untold. 
The  New  Orleans  Area  can  depend  on  us. 
Look  for  our  reports  after  Easter. — A.  A. 
Frank. 

Bowling  Green,  ATy.— College  Street  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  was  called  together 
about  February  16  to  consider  winding  up  of 
the  Conference  year.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Britt,  lectured  to  the  membership  on  the 
need  of  sending  up  a  round  report  with  all 
claims  taken  care  of.  In  his  talk  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  he  said  it  would  take  $380  to  make  a 
round  report,  and  at  the  close  of  the  meeting 
the  entire  membership  present  resolved  to  go 
to  work  with  the  determination  to  take  care 
of  every  phase  of  the  Conference  claims,  to¬ 
gether  with  our  pastor’s  salary  paid  in  full. 
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Sister  M.  H,  Bathie,  captain  of  Club  No.  1, 
gave  a  concert  on  Wednesday  night,  March 
80,  for  the  benefit  of  the  rally.  The  church 
was  not  large  enough  to  accommodate  the 
crowd  that  came  to  witness  the  concert.  Mrs. 
Bathie  is  a  great  church  worker,  and  never 
fails  at  anything  she  starts  to  do.  We  closed 
Sunday,  April  ^  with  a  $100  raliy.  Our  Con¬ 
ference  report  will  be  the  best  we  have  had 
in  several  years. — Reporter. 

Newport,  Ark. — Emory  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  growing,  both  spiritualty 
and  financially,  under  the  leadership  of  our 
much  loved  pastor,  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Neal.  He 
has  only  been  with  us  a  short  time,  yet  much 
good  has  been  done.  He  got  the  scattered 
membership  together  and  started  all  to  work, 
and  when  he  lud  heen  here  two  months,  we 
had  somewhere  to  worship.  He  has  done  the 
seemingly  impossible.  The  city  is  suffering 
one  of  the  greatest  financiai  depressions  ever 
known  in  its  history,  yet  through  Providen¬ 
tial  guidance  and  the  faithful  leadership  of 
our  pastor,  we  are  steadily  moving  upward. 
During  this  quarter  a  large  amount  of  monev 
has  been  raised.  Our  Sunday  school  is  much 
alive  and  doing  good  work,  with  Bro.  Wm. 
Spinks  as  superintendent.  The  membership 
is  increasing,  and  very  soon  all  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  church  will  be  at  work.  Our 
second  Quarterly  Conference  was  very  good. 
Our  district  superintendent,  the  Rev. 
Hatchett,  is  a  live  wire,  and  always  inspires 
the  membership  to  do  greater  things.  We 
are  hopeful  of  doing  more  in  the  next  quar¬ 
ter.  We  fed  that  we  have  in  Bro.  Neal  a 
dean  Christian  gentleman  here  to  do  the  work 
for  the  Master.  Our  hope  is  to  build  a  church 
here  in  the  near  future  and  add  many  new 
souls  to  the  Master’s  kingdom.  Pray  for  our 
success. — Mrs.  S.  F.  Clark,  Reporter. 

StarkvUle,  Mitt. — At  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1926,  our  church  buildings  on  the  Stark- 
ville  circuit  were  condemned,  and  we  were 
afraid  to  hold  service  in  them,  but  tbe  good 
bishop  sent  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Weatherly  as 
pastor.  He  came  as  manager,  preacher,  and 
leader.  He  began  by  organising  the  mem¬ 
bership  into  financial  groups,  and  we  were 
able  to  report  in  our  first  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence,  March  18,  1927,  which  met  in  New 
Prospect  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Talbert  presiding.  The  pas¬ 
tor’s  report  showed  an  advancement  along 
all  lines  of  church  work.  We  have  built  a 
new  church  at  Zion  Franklin,  a  new  church 
at  New  Prospect,  each  having  three  rooms, 
neat  and  modern.  After  the  pastor’s  report, 
the  district  superintendent  introduced  Prof. 
Pearson,  one  of  the  teachers  of  Rust  College, 
who  made  a  short  talk  in  the  interest  of  Rust 
endowment  fund.  The  officers  were  present 
with  written  reports.  On  Saturday  night 
Prof.  Pearson  spoke  to  a  crowded  house.  A 
collection  of  $17  was  taken  for  Rust  endow¬ 
ment.  Sunday  was  a  high  day  spiritually. 
The  Rev.  Pearson  preached  a  strong  sermon 
and  assisted  the  district  superintendent  in 
administering  the  sacrament  to  seventy-five 
persons.  Raised  for  district  superintendent, 
$22;  for  pastor,  $16;  for  Rust  College,  $17; 
total,  $54. — Miss  Rossie  Rogers,  Reporter. 

NolennUle,  Term. — A  time  of  depression  in 
any  industry  is  always  the  best  time  in  which 
to  take  a  searching  look  over  its  past  and 
throw  the  spotlight  upon  its  progress,  if  it 
has  made  any.  We  now  bring  before  you  the 
progress  made  by  Ebenezer  Church  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  L.  M.  Miller.  Under 
this  captain,  who  has  never  lost  a  battle,  the 
members  seem  to  conceive  the  idea  that  we 
are  not  our  own,  but  bou^t  with  a  price, 
that  precious  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
women  of  the  church  are  doing  splendid  in 
raising  emergency  funds.  They  are  engaged 
in  what  is  known  as  a  home-coming  drive, 
which  was  fostered  by  the  deceased  Mrs. 
Mitchell.  Limited  space  will  not  permit  us 
to  mention  the  names  of  those  participating 
in  this  drive.  As  we  rejoice  each  Sunday  in 
a  handclasp  and  the  entire  congregation  sings, 
“Coming  Home,”  we  believe  that  Sister 
Mitcbelf  joins  in  with  us  with  a  smile  of  con¬ 
tentment.  Sister  Guthrie  started  off  in  high, 
and  still  has  the  lead.  The  home-coming  pic¬ 
nic  will  be  held  April  30  in  Sunset  Park.  We 
are  doing  great  things,  and  have  greater 


things  planned.  March  20  marked  a  date 
that  we  shall  always  remember;  we  paid  the 
district  superintendent.  Rev.  Mitchell,  in  full, 
the  first  time  this  has  happened  in  sixteen 
years.  The  school  program  on  March  19  and 
20  was  a  success. — Rev.  L.  M.  Miller,  Pas¬ 
tor;  Prof.  E.  J.  Hickman,  Reporter. 

Blodgett,  Mite. — St*  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  held  its  World  Service  roll  call, 
March  27,  the  afternoon  service  being  a  baby 
contest  rally.  Baby  Horne,  represented  by 
Sister  A.  Harper;  Baby  Wright,  by  Sister 
E.  Jones;  Baby  Baker,  by  Sister  F.  Hollo¬ 
way;  Baby  Hudson,  by  Sister  C.  Hall.  The 
prize  was  awarded  the  baby  whose  captain 
raised  the  most  money.  No.  1  reported  $36; 
No.  2,  $21;  No.  8,  $7;  No.  4,  $9.  Baby  Horne 
received  the  first  prize,  and  Baby  Wright  the 
second.  Total  for  the  afternoon,  $75.  Rain 
prevented  many  from  attending  the  evening 
service.  At  the  roll  call,  however,  the  follow¬ 


ing  reported:  W.  M.  Mauldin  and  Abe  Cooper, 
$10  each;  H.  Holloway,  W.  Bankhead,  T. 
Spells,  B.  Jones,  R.  Harper,  L.  Williams,  G. 

V.  Lindsey,  A.  Harper,  $5  each;  F.  Israel, 
L.  Lindsey,  $4  each;  M.  Cooper,  $8;  A.  Spells, 
A.  Martin,  C.  Hall,  F.  Holloway,  L.  Bank- 
head,  H.  Milner,  $2  each;  F.  Parker,  A. 
Robinson,  F.  Griffin,  A.  Young,  L.  King,  E. 
Lindsey,  D.  Robinson,  R.  Robinson,  Wm. 
Frierson,  Brother  and  Sister  Ed.  Pickens,  Rev. 
G.  W.  Hawkins,  $1  each;  E.  Jones,  $1.50; 
E.  Spencer,  J.  Bankhead,  50  cents  each;  Ben 
Hinds,  25  cents;  total  for  the  evening,  $100; 
grand  total,  $175;  net  total  for  the  expense 
of  the  contest,  $155.  We  went  $55  over  the 
top.  Everyone  is  glad  to  have  the  Rev.  G. 

W.  Hawkins  back  this  year,  and  pledge  to 
stand  by  him  and  the  church.  The  board  of 
stewards  raised  the  pastor’s  salary  $50  this 
year.  Our  slogan  is.  Over  the  top. — W.  M. 
Mauldin,  Reporter. 


District  Activities 


Quarterly  Conferences 


*  paid  in  full,  and  a  donation  given  to  the  new 
church  in  Tampa.— G.  Gaskin,  Reporter. 


ARDMORE,  ALA. 


HOLLY  SPRINGS,  MISS. 


Ardmore  Mission  and  Johnson  Chapel:  We 
had  with  us,  March  26  and  27,  our  district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Whitfield, 
who  held  our  first  Quarterly  Conference.  He 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  from  the  sub¬ 
ject,  “Wbat  Shall  I  Do  to  Be  Saved?”  We 
are  more  determined  than  ever  to  put  the 
program  over.  We  have  only  forty  members 
on  this  charge,  and  we  raised  $12.82  for  the 
superintendent.  We  have  a  splendid  pastor 
here  at  Ardmore  Mission;  this  is  his  third 
ear  here  and  he  is  proving  worthy.  When 
e  came  to  us  two  years  ago  we  had  six  mem¬ 
bers;  death  claimed  one  in  June  and  left 
only  five  members,  and  yet  another  in  Au- 
gu^  leaving  only  four  members.  Our  pas¬ 
tor  spoke  words  of  comfort  to  us  and  urged 
us  not  to  be  discouraged.  We  have  the  church 
record  for  Ardmore — ^fifteen  members — who 
are  working  earnestly.  The  Rev.  Jones,  the 
pastor,  is  working  hard.  He  has  recently 
taken  over  the  work  at  Johnson  Chapel,  Tan¬ 
ner,  Ala.  The  superintendent  was  enthused 
over  the  work  accomplished  here. — Mary 
Dozier,  Reporter. 

DES  MOINES,  IOWA 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  Burns 
'Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held  March 
20  and  21,  with  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Hannah,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  in  the  chair.  Sunday 
morning  and  evening  he  preached  two  soui- 
stirring  sermons.  In  the  afternoon,  the  Rev. 
Fisher,  of  Kyles  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  delivered  a  powerful  messan. 
Seventy-five  persons  partook  of  the  Lora’s 
Supper.  Collection  for  the  day,  $52.50.  On 
Monday  evening,  after  devotionals,  led  by 
Bro.  Bush,  the  meeting  was  turned  over  to 
the  superintendent;  reports  from  all  depart¬ 
ments  showed  much  progress;  raised  $2S9.26 
during  the  quarter  by  stewards;  $1,906.65  by 
congregation  for  the  year.  Our  district  su¬ 
perintendent  was  much  pleased  with  the  work 
accomplished.  Under  the  leadership  of  our 
pastor,  the  Rev.  H.  L.  Overton,  we  intend  to 
put  the  program  over. — Blanche  E.  Lee,  Re¬ 
porter. 

GULF  HAMMOCK,  FLA. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
by  the  district  superintendent,  April  8.  The 
Sunday  service  was  well  attended.  After 
devotions,  the  pastor  presented  the  superin¬ 
tendent  in  well-chosen  words,  who  delivered 
the  message  of  Christ  from  Rev.  21.  12:  This 
sermon  will  long  be  remembered.  Our  church 
is  on  the  main  line,  and  is  headed  for  success. 
The  Rev.  R.  S.  Tyer  is  the  man  for  the  place. 
He  is  loved  by  the  peOTle  of  every  denomina¬ 
tion.  The  people  of  Otter  Creek  and  Cedar 
Key  were  invited  to  worship  with  us  on 
Easter.  The  pulpit  was  well  supplied  with 
the  Revs.  Kerney  Jennings  and  Geo.  W.  Tyer, 
of  College  Hill,  Tampa,  each  of  whom  gave 
valuable  service.  The  collection  for  the  day 
amounted  to  $14.  The  superintendent  was 


The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Potts 
Camp  chargee  was  held  March  26,  with  the 
Rev.  A.  G.  Cole,  district  superintendent,  pre¬ 
siding.  The  Conference  was  the  best  ever 
held  in  the  history  of  the  charge.  It  was 
well  attended.  The  district  superintendent 
stressed  the  importance  of  raising  the  quotas 
for  World  Service,  Rust  Endowment,  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate,  and  all  of  the 
benevolences  of  the  church.  After  the  busi¬ 
ness  session  of  tbe  Conference  was  over,  the 
ladies  served  a  delicious  repast.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  was  paid  in  full.  He 
preached  two  very  able  sermons,  and  admin¬ 
istered  the  sacrament  at  both  churches.  The 
future  looks  bright  for  a  great  year.  The 
Conference  was  held  at  Calvin’s  Chapel.  The 
total  collection  Saturday  and  Sunday  was  $44. 
— Rev.  G.  Orange,  Pastor. 

LAMPTON,  MISp. 

Lampton  and  Zion  Ridge:  Our  first  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference  was  held  in  Zion  Ridge 
Church,  April  2  and  8,  with  the  Rev.  G.  W. 
Coleman,  our  district  superintendent,  in  the 
chair.  After  devotional  service,  Bro.  J.  B. 
James,  secretary,  called  the  roll,  and  many 
of  the  officers  were  present.  The  business  of 
the  Conference  was  dispatched  with  much 
smoothness  and  brevity.  Much  enthusiasm 
was  expressed  concerning  the  World  Service, 
and  over  the  top  on  Easter.  Sunday  services 
were  highly  enjoyed.  The  district  superin¬ 
tendent  preached  an  excellent  sermon  at  11 
A.  M.  and  at  7.30  P.  M.  Raised  during  the 
quarter,  $50;  paid  the  superintendent  in  full. 
Thus  closed  a  very  good  quarter.  We  all  left, 
to  enter  upon  another  session  of  activities. — 
Mrs.  Myra  Stepney,  Reporter. 

LUCY,  TENN. 

Friendship  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
The  district  superintendent  was  with  us  on 
April  2  and  8,  on  his  second  round  this  Con¬ 
ference  year.  The  Rev.  B.  W.  Crenshaw  was 
full  of  the  Spirit,  preaching  a  wonderful  ser¬ 
mon  on  Sunday,  using  for  his  text,  “The  Re¬ 
turn  of  the  Angel.”  Amount  raised  during 
the  Conference,  $16.50;  paid  the  superintend¬ 
ent  in  full;  paid  pastor,  $5.62.  Music  was 
furnished  by  Mrs.  R.  L.  Nelson,  of  our  pub¬ 
lic  school. — B.  C.  Tyler,  Reporter. 

NEW  ALBANY,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  New 
Albany  circuit  was  held  March  12  and  13  at 
Adkins  Chapel,  with  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Rev.  A.  G.  Cole,  in  the  chair.  After  the 
devotional  service,  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Cole 
preached  a  stirring  sermon  from  John  22.  41. 
The  entire  church  was  spiritually  awakened. 
We  raised  in  the  collection  $18.75  for  the  Old 
Folks’  Home. — Mrs.  E.  Nowell,  Reporter. 

OCEAN  SPRINGS,  MISS. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  convened  at 
'  Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  April  2  and  3,  1927, 
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the  Rev.  E.  A.  Wilson  presiding.  The  busi¬ 
ness  session  of  the  Conference  was  held 
Saturday  evening.  Nearly  all  of  the  officers 
were  present  with  good  reports,  showing* 
L  progress  along  all  phases  of  the  church  work. 
f  The  district  superintendent  preached  two  im¬ 
pressive  sermons.  The  spiritual  tide  ran 
high,  and  everyone  present  experienced  a 
spiritual  shower.  Reports  were  as  follows: 
St.  Stephens,  Gantier,  Miss,  raised  $18.50; 
St.  James,  Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  $22.  The 
district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full  ($30) 
for  the  quarter;  raised  for  the  pastor,  $10.60; 
total  amount  raised  during  this  quarter, 
$160.60. — Rev.  J.  B.  Campbell,  Pastor;  J.  C. 
Jacobs,  District  Steward. 

OXFORD,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Ales- 
ville  charge  was  held  at  Salem  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  on  March  6  and  6,  with  our 
new  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  A.  G. 
Cole,  presiding.  After  serving  a  delicious 
dinner  at  1  P.  M.,  the  house  was  called  to 
order  for  business  with  song  and  prayer.  A 
number  of  the  officers  were  present  with 
good  reports.  Paid  the  superintendent  in  full 
on  Saturday,  $30.  Dr.  Cole  made  some  timely 
remarks  on  what  the  churches  need  and  on 
Rust  endowment  fund.  Sunday,  at  11  o’clock, 
Dr.  Cole  preached  a  splendid  sermon  and  ad¬ 
ministered  the  Lord’s  Supper.  We  are  proud 
of  our  superintendent  and  our  new  pastor, 
the  Rev.  P.  R.  Jenkins.  The  members  of  the 
Alesville  charge  intend  to  put  the  program 
over,  God  being  our  helper.— Miss  Daisy  B. 
Taylor,  Reporter. 

STATE  LINE,  MISS. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  on  the  State 
Line  charge  was  held  at  Mt.  Zion  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  March  80  and  81,  with  the 
district  superintendent.  Rev.  W.  H.  Smith, 
presiding.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Smith  and  the 
pastor.  Rev.  Sam  Harris,  were  cordially  in¬ 
vited  by  Mr.  L.  N.  Knobles,  a  leading  merch¬ 
ant  of  the  town,  to  attend  a  tone  missionary 
meeting  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
white.  They  accepted,  and  were  made  wel¬ 
come  by  the  district  superintendent,  pastor, 
and  congregation.  After  listening  to  their 
excellent  reports  and  addresses^  they  were 
served  a  most  appetizing  dinner,  which  they 
enjoyed  very  much.  Wednesday  evening,  at 
3  o  clock,  the  Rev.  Smith  held  his  quarter. 
Most  of  the  officers  were  present  with  splen¬ 
did  reports.  The  superintendent  was  paid  in 
full.  On  Thursday  evening  Sister  Smith  met 
the  women  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  and  delivered  an  address  that 
will  live  long  in  the  hearts  of  those  who 
On  Thursday  night  we  motored 
to  Pleasant  Ridge  Church,  and  there  the  Rev. 
Smith  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  to  the 
delight  of  all  present,  from  St.  Mark  1.  17. 
Total  amount  raised  during  the  quarter, 
$167.66.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Smith  seemed 
well  pleased  with  the  work.— Rev.  Sam  Har¬ 
ris,  Pastor;  V.  Harris,  Reporter.  i 


Jackson  led  with  $6.86,  and  retained  the  ban¬ 
ner.  The  various  churches  of  the  charge  ren¬ 
dered  financial  reports,  as  follows:  St.  An¬ 
drews,  $17.91;  Simpson,  $18.67;  Oak  Grove, 
$18.86;  Malory,  $1.76;  total,  $62.08.  Sunday 
was  a  high  day.  At  10.80  A.  M.  Brother 
Wm.  Nixon  conducted  devotion;  at  11  A.  M. 
the  district  superintendent  preached  a  won¬ 
derful  sermon  from  2  Tim.  4.  7,  which  gripped 
our  souls.  An  offering  was  received  from 
visiting  friends,  which  swelled  the  amount  to 
$70.  Immediately  after  service  a  well-pre¬ 
pared  dinner  was  spread  and  enjoyed  by  all 
who  attended.  The  success  of  these  services 
was  due  to  the  effort  on  the  part  of  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  J.  F.  Robinson,  to  bring  his  plans 
to  pass.  The  district  superintendent.  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Robinson,  dined  with  Mrs* 
Mamie  L.  Cummings  on  Monday  afternoon. 
The  Quarterly  Conference  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  as  one  of  the  greatest  in  the  history 
of  the  charge.— W.  S.  Lawton,  Reporter. 

District  Conferences  and 
Conventions 

BASTROP,  LA. 

The  preachers  of  the  Monroe  District  met 
in  regular  session  at  Bastrop,  March  9,  in 
Mt.  Olive  Church.  The  Rev.  J.  L-  Jackson 
is  the  popular  and  efficient  pastor.  He  had 
things  well  in  hand  for  the  occasion.  The 
president.  Rev.  B.  R.  Jackson,  being  absent, 
the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  C.  Spears, 
presided.  The  meeting  was  opened  by  sing¬ 
ing,  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  S.  Robinson; 
Scripture  lesson  by  the  Rev.  I.  E.  Badie.  The 
superintendent  made  some  very  timely  re¬ 
marks  about  the  work  of  the  district  and 
World  Service,  which  were  very  inspiring. 
The  following  were  present  and  made  favor¬ 
able  reports:  the  Revs.  S.  Robinson,  Wash¬ 
ington  Chaftel,  $66;  J.  L.  Jackson,  Bastrop, 
$60;  1.  E.  Badie,  Mt.  Nebo,  $41,  and  J.  E. 
Brown,  Lake  Providence,  ^2.  All  pastors 
present  were  very  optimistic  about  World 
Service,  and  for  this  reason  the  Rev.  Spears, 
district  superintendent,  is  all  smiles.  A  very 
sumptuous  dinner  was  served  by  the  ladies. 
Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  the  good 
ladies  for  their  faithful  service.  The  Rev.  S. 
Robinson  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  at 
night.  All  the  pastors  of  the  Monroe  District 
have  pledged  themselves  to  stand  by  the  su¬ 
perintendent,  Rev.  Spears,  their  leader,  in 
putting  over  the  World  Service.— J.  E.  Brown, 
Reporter. 

DURANT  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


THE  TEACHER 

CLAHENCE  E.  FLYNN 

TJia  eyet  of  tho  ages  are  toward  him. 

The  love  of  the  race  hit  ovm. 

The  heart  of  du  worU  wM  reward  him 
With  a  name  that  it  more  than  a  throne. 
The  life  that  he  lives  it  unending. 

For  he  it  the  servant  of  youth. 

Earth  it  lit  by  the  flame  he  it  tending 
This  firiett  of  the  attar  of  Cnah. 


Here  is  fuel  for 

these  altar  fires: 

The  Church  School  Journal 
The  Elementary  Magazine 
World  Neighbors 

The  most  useful  helps  which  it  is  possible 
for  skill  to  devise  tor  those  who  teach  in 
the  “school  that  is  in  your  church.” 

The  first  two  members  of  this  group  are 
priced  as  follows:  ijc.  per  quarter,  90c. 
per  year  in  clubs;  single  subscriptions,  an¬ 
nual  only,  $1.00. 

The  price  of  the  last  periodical  is  14c.  a 
quarter,  30c.  a  year. 

For  sample  copies  address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Kanms  Citr  Swi  Fnncisco  PottUnd.  OrZ 


STONEHAM,  TEXAS 

Pleasant  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church:  March  27  was  a  high  day  on  this 
charge.  The  Rev.  A.  J.  Newton,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  held  his  second  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  on  this  charge  and  preached  three 
wonderful  sermons.  The  spiritual  tide  ran 
high.  The  sermon  will  live  long  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  heard  him.  He  also  administered 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  to  fifty- 
three.  Total  amount  raised  for  the  day,  $41. 
— Mrs.  Effie  Williams,  Reporter. 

SYLVANIA,  GA. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Sylvania  charge  was  held  at  Oak  Grove 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  March  6  and  6, 
with  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Stripling,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  presiding.  On  Saturday,  at  11 
A.  M.,  the  service  was  opened  by  the  super¬ 
intendent.  The  Rev.  R.  W.  Broboy,  one  of 
the  local  ministers  of  the  charge,  preached  a 
brief  and  interesting  sermon  from  Acts  2. 
12.  The  order  of  business  was  taken  up,  and 
a  display  of  loyalty  of  the  officials  was  shown 
When  forty-eight  answered  to  the  roll  call 
With  well-prepared  reports  representing  every 
auxiliary  of  the  charge.  Class  leader  James 


The  District  Council  of  the  Durant  Dis¬ 
trict  convened  in  Wesley  Chapel,  February 
23,  with  the  district  superintendent,  the  Rev. 
C*  V.  Heffner,  in  the  chair.  After  a  spiritual 
devotion,  led  by  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Reed,  G.  W. 
Hunt  was  elected  secretary.  The  district  su¬ 
perintendent  addressed  the  council  in  an  ear¬ 
nest  and  painstaking  way,  setting  forth  the 
desired  plans  for  this  year.  At  2.30  P.  M. 
we  were  favored  with  the  presence  of  Dr. 
L.  M.  McCoy,  president  of  Rust  College, 
Holly  Springs,  Miss.  He  addressed  the  coun¬ 
cil  in  the  interest  of  World  Service.  His  text 
was,  “Prepare  for  a  great  drive  for  World 
Service;  do  it  now.”  This  district  is  pledg^ 
to  raise  $4,000  for  World  Service  this  year 
and  $1,000  for  Rust  College,  a  total  of  $5,000. 
The  district  was  carefully  gone  over  by 
charges  and  quotas  were  assigned.  The  coun¬ 
cil  raised  about  $20  for  Rust  College.  The 
Rev.  R.  B.  Adams  and  his  good  people  know 
how  to  take  care  of  their  guests,  for  each 
preacher  was  looking  happy  on  returning 
from  dinner.  We  judge  the  district  will  not 
lag,  being  in  safe  hands.— G.  W.  Hunt,  Re¬ 
porter. 

KNOXVILLE  DISTRICT  GROUP 
MEETING 

The  Knoxville  District  group  meeting, 
called  by  the  superintendent.  Dr.  F.  D.  John¬ 
son,  convened  in  the  First  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  at  Morristown,  Tenn.,  March 
17,  1927.  A  morning  session  at  10  o’clock 
and  a  2  o’clock  afternoon  session  were  held. 
The  superintendent  conducted  the  devotional 
services,  which  were  full  both  in  spiritual 


richness  and  lasting  impressiveness.  The  su¬ 
perintendent  stated  that  the  nature  of  the 
meeting  was  to  inform,  inspire,  and  receive 
reports  of  money  collected  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice  benevolence  and  the  Endowment  Fund 
for  our  Morristown  Normal  and  Industrial 
College.  The  Rev.  E.  L.  Wright,  pastor  in 
charge  at  Morristown,  was  elected  secretary, 
and  authorized  to  send  a  statement  of  the 
meeting  to  our  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate. 

The  body  formed  two  group  meetings — an 
Eastern,  to  be  known  as  the  Greenville 
Group,  and  a  Western,  to  be  known  as  the 
Knoxville  Group— subject  to  assemble  at  the 
call  of  the  superintendent.  A  committee 
composed  equally  of  ministers  and  laymen 
and  appointed  by  the  chair  was  authorized 
to  prepare  the  program  and  outline  in  gen¬ 
eral  the  activity  of  the  two  groups. 

Reports  from  the  several  charges  showed 
that  the  district  is  wide-awake.  The  district 
had  raised  for  World  SeiWlce  from  last  ses¬ 
sion  of  Annual  Conference  until  date  of 
meeting,  $322,  viz.:  Clinton,  $19.60;  East 
Vine,  $107;  Greeneville,  $46;  Johnson  City, 
Jefferson  City,  $2.76;  Morristown,  $100 1 
Mountain  City,  $7;  Newport,  $10;  Pineville! 
$4;  Rising  Sun,  $13;  Seney  Chapel,  $8.  The 
district  had  raised  in  same  period  of  time  for 
the  Endowment  Fund  of  Morristown  Colleire 
$138,  viz.:  Clinton,  $10;  East  Vine,  $84.65,- 
Greeneville’  $7,-  Morristown,  $26;  Newport, 
$10;  Seney  Chapel,  $6. 

We  acknowledge  with  appreciation  the  fol¬ 
lowing  introductions  and  greetings:  the  Rev 
P.  S.  McDaniel,  pastor  Friendship  Holiness 
Church;  the  Rev.  P.  A.  Flack,  a  Sunday- 
school  worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church; 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Sherrill,  Mrs.  Martha  Smith,  Mr. 
C.  J.  Sams,  Mrs.  Hattie  R.  Walker.  At 
12.30  o’clock  the  morning  session  recessed 
from  business  to  the  parsonage,  where  a 
sumptuous  dinner  was  served  the  delegation 
and  city  pastors  of  our  sister  churches. 
Promptly  at  2  o’clock  the  group  reassembled. 
Dr.  J.  C,  Sherrill  was  introduced  and  ad- 

Needs  of  the 

World.  Dr.  J,  S.  Hill  was  introduced  and 
^oke  on  “World  Service  Shortcomings.” 
Dr.  J.  D.  Zedler,  dean  of  the  college,  was 
introduced  and  spoke  very  acceptable  words. 


318 


THE  SOUTHWESl’ERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


April  21,  1927 


A  resolution,  of  appreciation  was  presented 
by  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Jackson,  thanking  the 
pastor  and  church  for  the  cordial  reception 
given.  Present:  the  Revs.  F.  D.  Johnson,  J. 
C.  SherrUl,  J,  S.  Hill,  H.  R.  S.  Dykes,  W. 
A.  Jackson,  W.  A.  Webber,  Frank  Bewley, 
E.  L.  Wright. — E.  L.  Wright,  Reporter. 

MORRILLTON,  ARK. 

Group  No.  8  convened  at  Wesley  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  February  16, 
17.  The  president.  Rev.  M.  McCrosky,  was 
in  the  chair.  The  afternoon  session  was 
opened  with  a  discussion  on  the  budget  sys¬ 
tem.  A  paper  on  “How  are  the  group  meet¬ 
ings  helping  the  local  charges  to  put  the  pro¬ 
gram  over?”  was  read  by  a  Cleveland  dele¬ 
gate;  sermon  by  Mrs.  T.  Balenton;  program 
by  the  local  talent.  Reports  from  all  de¬ 
partments  showed  an  increase  in  all  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  work.  The  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Rev.  J.  L.  Bryant,  was  Introduced  and 
spoke  words  of  encouragement.  Officers  for 
the  ensuing  year  were  elected  as  follows: 
president,  the  Rev.  M.  McCrosky;  secretary. 
Miss  Mary  Bush;  treasurer,  the  Rev.  I.  P. 
Parker;  reporter  to  Southwestern,  Miss 
Lavada  Brown.  Our  motto  is,  “The  South¬ 
western  in  Every  Home.”  Thus  closed  one 
of  the  greatest  group  meetings  ever  held. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  held  April  27,  28. — 
Reoprter. 

Obituaries 

'CRAWFORD — Mrs.  Mary  E.  Crawford,  one 
■of  the  faithful  members  of  St.  James  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Temple,  Texas,  died 
February  10,  1927.  She  was  born  August  16, 
1892,  in  Limestone  County,  and  was  con¬ 
verted  in  1901  at  Grosebeck,  Texas,  under  the 
Rev.  G.  W.  Perry,  and  joined  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  under  the  Rev.  L.  R. 
Parker,  deceased.  From  that  time  she  was 
a  loyal  member  to  the  church  of  her  choice. 
She  moved  to  Temple,  Texas,  in  1920,  and 
joined  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
under  the  Rev.  M.  L.  Wyatt’s  administration, 
and  indeed  she  was  a  brilliant  light.  She 
was  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school  here  until  the  end.  In  1922  she  was 
married  to  Mr.  E.  E.  Crawford,  July  24. 
Three  children  were  born  to  their  union,  one 
of  which  preceded  her.  She  was  also  an  ex- 
horter  in  the  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  this  place.  She  leaves  to  mourn 
their  loss  two  brothers,  three  sisters,  two 
children,  and  a  host  of  friends.  The  body 
was  laid  to  rest  February  13. — Reporter. 

INGRAM  —  On  January  9,  1927,  death 

claimed  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Ingram,  who  was  a 
faithful  member  of  New  Prospect  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Amory,  Miss.,  also  a  local 
preacher,  district  steward,  and  chairman  of 
the  Laymen’s  Convention.  He  was  loved  by 
all  who  knew  him.  In  the  absence  of  the 
pastor.  Rev.  S.  S.  Brown,  the  Rev.  J.  M. 
Marsh  was  called  to  take  charge  of  the  fu¬ 
neral  service.  He  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss 
three  children  and  a  host  of  relatives  and 
friends.  Amory  Circuit  has  lost  one  of  its 
brightest  jewels. — Henrietta  Jackson,  Re¬ 
porter. 

KEY — Bro.  Thomas  Key  departed  this  life 
■on  January  2,  1927,  in  full  triumph  of  faith 
at  Rockyford,  Ga.  He  was  sixty-nine  years 
of  age  and  one  of  the  oldest  members  of 
'Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was 
a  faithful  and  earnest  worker.  His  work 
'Will  still  live  in  the  memory  of  the  people 
here.  He  leaves  a  wife,  six  daughters,  five 
sons,  two  stepchildren,  and  a  host  of  friends 
ot  mourn  their  loss.  The  Rev.  J.  B.  Simp¬ 
kins,  pastor,  officiated. — Reporter. 

LUNDY — Sister  Ellen  Lundy  was  bori\  in 
Poke  County,  China  Grove,  Miss.,  in  the  year 
1861,  and  died  January  20, 1927,  aged  seventy- 
flve  years.  Her  parents  were  Aaron  and 
Chaney  McConnell,  members  of  Pleasant 
Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was 
married  to  Mr.  Henry  Lundy  in  1877,  and  to 
this  union  three  children  were  born.  She 
moved  to  this  place  in  1879  and  united  with 
Jerusalem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  the 
Craig  (Miss.)  circuit,  and  was  a  loyal  mem¬ 
ber  for  a  number  of  years.  She  was  a  con¬ 
sistent  Christian  and  an  ideal  wife  and 


mother.  She  leaves  three  children,  three 
grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild,  also  a 
brother  and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  her 
passing.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Clay  at  Jerusalem  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  George,  Miss. — Co- 
rinne  Creighton,  Reporter. 

LEWIS — Sister  Mary  E.  Lewis,  wife  of  Bro. 
J.  L.  Lewis,  departed  this  life  January  18, 
1927,  in  full  triumph  of  faith.  Sister  Lewis 
was  the  mother  of  Trinity  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Gary,  Ind.,  and  was  loved  by 
all  who  knew  her.  She  lived  a  consistent 
Christian.  She  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven 
years.  “Servant  of  God,  well  done.”  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
F.  S.  Delaney,  assisted  by  the  district  super¬ 
intendent,  Dr.  Gorham,  of  Chicago,  and  Dr. 
Seaman,  of  the  city  church,  white.  She  leaves 
to  mourn  her  passing  a  husband  and  a  host 
of  friends. — Mrs.  J.  M.  Drummond,  Reporter. 

LIVINGSTON — William  Livingston,  a  faith¬ 
ful  member  and  official  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  departed  this  earthly  life 
Sunday  morning,  January  23,  1927.  He  was 
stricken  with  apoplexy  Tuesday  morning, 
January  4,  and  never  rallied.  Brother  Liv¬ 
ingston  was  truly  a  faithful  steward,  serving 
his  church  as  leader,  trustee,  steward,  and  his 
class  led  the  whole  church  every  month.  He 
was  a  real  inspiration  to  the  other  classes. 
As  a  fitting  tribute  to  his  memory,  the  church 
held  the  funeral  services  in  the  main  audi¬ 
torium  of  our  new  church.  Going  from 
Port  Arthur,  Texas,  to  St.  Martinsville,  La., 
he  united  with  the  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  when  we  had  no  organization 
here,  but  told  them  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  having  a  shelter  and  as  soon  as  his  de¬ 
nomination  was  organized,  he  would  go  to  it. 
This  he  did  several  years  ago.  The  funeral 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  pastor,  assisted 
by  the  Revs.  Scipion,  Johnson,  and  Coffee,  of 
the  Baptist,  Colored  Methodist  Episcopal,  and 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches,  re¬ 
spectively.  The  remains  were  carried  to  St. 
Martinsville,  La.,  where  the  pastor.  Rev. 
Lewis,  delivered  the  funeral  sermon  in  his 
home  church,  and  the  body  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  old  home  cemetery.  His  class  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  Sister  Rosa  Clark,  and  a  resolution 
was  read  by  Sister  Ida  Maldry,  both  present¬ 
ing  floral  offerings  from  Class  No.  3  and  St. 
Paul  Church.  We  deeply  mourn  his  passing. 
— W.  D.  Lewis,  Pastor. 

McCOMBS — Mrs.  V.  B.  McCombs,  an  active, 
faithful,  and  energetic  member  of  Wesley 
Tabernacle  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  East 
St.  Louis,  Ill.,  while  at  work  in  her  cleaning 
and  pressing  shop,  had  the  misfortune  of  be¬ 
ing  severely  burned  as  a  result  of  a  gasoline 
explosion,  December  21,  1926,  about  4  P.  M., 
and  five  hours  later,  in  St.  Mary’s  Hospital, 
she  crossed  the  bar.  The  funeral  service  was 
held  at  St.  Luke  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  the  sake  of  accommodation,  and 
yet  only  about  one  half  of  the  attendance 
could  be  accommodated.  The  attendance  was 
a  fitting  tribute  to  her  usefulness  'in  church 
and -civic  activities.  The  following  secret  or¬ 
ders  paid  due  honor  to  her  memory:  Eastern 
Star,  Heroines  of  Jericho,  and  Sisters  of  the 
Mysterious  Ten.  Resolutions  were  read  for 
the  choir  and  church  by  Mrs.  Teer  and  Mrs. 
Watkins,  respectively.  In  appreciation  of  her 
service  as  district  organizer  of  The  Woman’s 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  a  fitting  resolu¬ 
tion  was  read  by  Mrs.  Claretha  M.  Barrett, 
of  Union  Memorial  Church.  Miss  A.  M.  Wil¬ 
liams,  dean  of  the  Standard  Teacher-Training 
School  held  at  Union  Memorial  Church,  St. 

I. ouis,  briefly  commended  her  usefulness.  The 
Rev.  H.  G.  Kirkpatrick,  pastor,  officiated, 
preaching  from  Deut.  1.  6-8.  He  was  as¬ 
sisted  by  M.  L.  Jackson,  A.  J.  Williams,  and 
R.  F.  Fisher.  Otjier  pastors  present  were 

J.  A.  Randolph,  P.  A.  Lampley,  C.  M.  Kirk¬ 
patrick,  and  the  Rev.  Christine.  She  is  sadly 
missed  as  church  organist  and  director  of 
religious  education.  A  father  and  mother, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Harrison;  also  husband,  to¬ 
gether  with  other  relatives,  mourn  her  pass¬ 
ing. — Reporter. 

REDDICK — The  Rev.  E.  J.  Reddick  was 
born  September  26,  1879,  and  departed  this 
life  January  9,  1927,  aged  forty-eight  years. 
He  died  in  full  triumph  of  faith  in  the  par- 
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sonage  at  Fowlkes  Station,  Tenn.  He  pro¬ 
fessed  a  hope  in  Christ  at  the  age  of  nine 
years,  and  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life 
until  the  end.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
he  was  a  licensed  exhorter,  and  a  local 
preacher  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  When 
he  was  nineteen  years  old  he  joined  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Conference  and  labored  for  about 
twenty-one  years  with  much  credit  to  himself 
and  the  Conference.  The  Rev.  Reddick  was 
a  good  shepherd  and  a  God-sent  man.  Ross 
Chapel  has  lost  a  faithful  pastor.  “The  Lord 
giveth  and  the  Lord  taketh  away,  blessed  be 
the  name  of  the  Lord.”  He  leaves  a  devoted 
wife.  Sister  Ruth  Reddick;  three  sons — E.  J., 
Jr.,  Thirkield,  and  John  Wesley — and  one 
daughter — Alma.  “Servant  of  God,  well  done. 
Rest  from  thy  loved  employ.”  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  the 
Revs.  J.  S.  Hughlett  and  R.  I.  Sumner. — 
Jesse  P.  Price,  Reporter. 

SCRUGGS — Bro.  William  Scruggs,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Scruggs  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Marianna  circuit,  was  born  January 
11,  1902,  and  was  converted  in  the  year  1912 
under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Brooks. 
He  was  a  faithful  member  until  death.  He 
bore  his  illness  patiently  for  tweiity-six  days. 
He  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  a  wife,  one 
child,  father,  two  brothers,  one  sister,  and 
other  relatives  and  friends.  The  funeral  was 
largely  attended.  The  following  ministers 
spoke  on  his  lifework  as  a  member  and  class 
leader:  the  Rev.  Henry  Wilder,  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  the  Rev. 
C.  W.  Thompson,  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Sain,  and 
the  Rev.  H.  Adams,  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Remarks  were  made  by  the  pastor,  R.  B. 
Maxwell. — R.  B.  Maxwell,  Reporter. 

WILLIAM — On  Saturday  morning,  January 
15,  1927,  Sister  Lille  William  passed  from 
labor  to  reward.  She  was  one  of  the  faitli- 
ful  members  of  Jerusalem  Church,  Indian- 
ola.  Miss.,  serving  as  superintendent  of  tlie 
Sunday  school  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
president  of  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Society.  She  was  a  faithful  worker  in 
the  church,  and  was  loved  by  all  who  knew 
her.  Not  only  the  bereaved  home  and  church 
mourn  her  passing,  but  the  entire  community. 
She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  a  mother, 
father,  two  sisters,  two  brothers,  and  a  little 
son.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
the  pastor.  Rev.  F.  P.  Leonard;  funeral 
sermon  by  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Holmes. — Mrs.  E- 
K.  Leonard,  Reporter. 


.  April  21,  1927 


319 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


Xuskegee  Institute  Summer  Quarter 

TEN  WEEKS:  JUNE  6  TO  AUGUST  13 
First  Term:  June  6  to  July  9.  Second  Term:  July  11  to  August  13. 

pan«d 

both 

R.  R.  MOTON.  Principal  E,  C.  ROBERTS.  Director 


^ - - 

DICKS'* 

ANTISEPTIC 

V 

j^^rOR  CUTS.  WOUNDS.  BRUISES, 

UUIIIIHHNIflHmflff 

^  &URNS,SCALI>S.CRAMP3.C0UC 

•iNiillll|irWfi«lfi 

ntUlHllflRlWlM 

NMMftfWMlMlIlM 

A  PROMPTGERniCIDE 

■HintituiiHiniwNrtliM 

itMMMfWMlNlMMRMW 

HEALING^  SOOTHING- COOLING 

IIMiniKXtMlIilHlMIft 

lltSlUllMlRMlilMIIIIH 

umilHIMIIt, 

F.  A.  DICKS 


433  Bourbon  St. 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Colored  Agents  Wanted 
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in  our  three  different  policies  issued.  Half 
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Cards  of  Thanks 

We  wish  to  thank  the  big-hearted  pastor, 
k  Rev.  J.  D.  Wheaton,  and  loyal  members  of 
St.  Paul  Church,  of  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  for 
the  purse  given  me  to  help  me  off  to  the 
Annual  Conference.  May  God’s  richest  bless¬ 
ings  be  showered  upon  them  all. — D.  F. 
Dudley. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Wheaton  take  this 
method  to  thank  the  members  and  friends  of 
the  St.  Paul  Church,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  for 
the  storm  that  came  to  our  home  and  left 
many  pounds  of  groceries.  Mrs.  Fannie 
McGlaun  and  Mrs.  Nola  Madson  led  the 
way.  We  thank  you;  come  again. 

I  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  good 
people  of  Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Natchitoches,  Louisiana,  for  their 
liberal  gifts  for  Christmas,  among  which  were 
more  than  one  hundred  pounds  of  choice 
groceries.  We  pray  God’s  blessings  upon 
tliese  good  people. — The  Rev.  Z.  Smalley  and 
wife. 

We  thank  our  many  friends  for  the  many 
kindnesses  shown  our  dear  mother  during 
her  short  sickness,  and  for  the  way  they 
ministered  to  her  until  death.  Too,  we  are 
grateful  to  them  for  the  beautiful  floral  de¬ 
signs.  We  trust  that  they  may  have  many 
years  to  enjoy  the  rich  blessings  of  our 
heavenly  Father,  and  thus  serve  Him  by 
serving  humanity. — B.  W.  Wynn. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  pastor  and  members 
of  Neely  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  for  a 
surprise  given  my  family  during  my  absence. 
In  the  stillness  of  the  night  a  song  was 
heard  at  the  door  which  aroused  the  inmates 
of  the  home.  The  door  was  opened,  and  a 
comjiany  of  welt  wishers,  led  by  Mrs.  Jessie 
Brooks,  came  in  and  laid  upon  the  table 
nearly  one  hundred  ppunds  of  selected  gro¬ 
ceries,  with  a  cash  purse,  presented  by  the 
]>astor.  God  bless  you;  call  again. — B.  J. 
Reddix. 

Tlie  pastor  and  wife  wish  to  thank  Mrs. 
Tressa  Jackson  and  her  workers  for  the 
fifty-two-piece  set  of  dishes  for  the  parson¬ 
age.  on  behalf  of  the  Hartzell  Methodist 
Episcoi)al  Church,  of  which  she  is  a  well 
wislier.  Mrs.  Jackson  is  connected  with  the 
Catholic  Church,  but  her  view  is  broad  and 
slie  does  much  in  a  financial  way  to  support 
tile  church  of  which  her  husband,  Bro.  M. 
Jackson,  is  a  staunch  member.  The  pastor 
and  wife  pray  God’s  blessing  upon  this  young 
woman  and  those  who  gave  to  this  cause. 
— Tlie  Rev.  and  Mrs.  I.  H.  Catlierine,  Slidell, 
Louisiana. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  good  members  and 
friends  for  their  liberal  contributions  to  pur¬ 
chase  for  me  a  suit  of  clothes  for  the  Annual 
Conference.  The  following  deserve  credit: 
Hojiewell,  P.  Thomas,  $8;  S.  Harjier,  95  cents; 
E.  V.  Wil.son,  .SI. 16;  M.  Parker,  .$1J25;  Carra 
Clark,  .$1.25;  I..  Cooper,  $5.20;  E.  Williams, 
i’=2.05;  S.  Carter,  50  cent.s.  Mintcr  City 
I'hurch:  R. ‘E.  Hinton,  L.  King,  W.  Dixon, 
50  cents  each;  P.  Simmons,  45  cents;  S.  Sim- 
mo7is,  25  cents;  C.  Vassa,  $1.30;  H.  McLe- 
more,  .$2.40;  H.  Jackson,  $1.01;  A.  Moore, 
$2.(i0;  L.  Wallace,  $1.40;  M.  L.  Laurence,  $2; 
W.  Lomax,  10  cents;  total,  .$34..36.  Thank 
you.  May  God's  choicest  blessings  he  upon 
yoii. — P.  A.  I.emon,  Pastor,  M inter  City, 
.Missi.ssij)))i. 

Special  Notice 

(n'ARTO  CENTENNIAL  JUBILEE 

To  every  Methodist  within  the  bounds  of  Lin¬ 
coln  Conference,  and  every  friend  of  the 
Great  Cau.se  represented.  Greeting: 

In  the  month  of  April,  1902,  a  child  was 
horn,  then  the  youngest  child  of  Methodism, 
and  the  ^sainted  Bishop  Warren  named  it 
‘Gkaneh.”  One  year  later  the  child's  name 
"as  changed  and  the  Lincoln  Conference  was 
formally  organized,  with  Bishoj>  John  W. 
Hamilton  presiding.  Albert  W.  Talbert  was 
elected  secretary,  and  J.  A.  C.  Wade  was 
Jnade  treasurer.  Our  stock  in  trade  consisted 
largely  of  a  few  ambitious  men  with  a  burn- 
'ng  jiassion  to  make  some  sort  of  record  in 
this  new,  hard  field. 


^  Born  in  I.ouisiana,  Mo.,  and  christened  in 
Guthrie,  Okla.,  a  year  later,  the  young  child 
has  grown  to  manhood.  It  is  befitting,  we 
think,  to  come  together  after  twenty-five 
years,  in  a  Jubilee  service;  tell  of  our  suc¬ 
cesses  and  failures,  and  as  it  were,  make  an 
inventory  of  our  little  stock  in  trade  and 
plan  for  the  larger  work  of  Kingdom  build¬ 
ing.  Hence  our  celebration,  April  26-29. 

We  trust  every  church  within  the  bounds 
of  Lincoln  Conference  will  be  represented, 
and  such  a  wave  of  holy  enthusiasm  ns  shall 
sweep  on  into  achievements  hitherto  not 
dreamed  of. 


The  meeting  will  be  held  in  Mason  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Kansas 
City,  Kans.  Bishop  C.  L.  Meade  w'ill  lecture 
on  “Tlie  Black  Knight.” 

As  a  charter  member  of  the  Conference, 
and  as  district  superintendent  of  the  district 
in  whose  bounds  the  celebration  is  to  be  held, 
permit  nxe  to  extend  to  all  a  hearty  welcome. 
COME. — D.  G.  Franklin. 

The  address  of  the  Rev.  Jesse  J.  Harde¬ 
man,  district  superintendent  Corpus  Christ! 
District,  has  been  changed  from  Box  538, 
Luling,  Texas,  to  P.  O.  Box  100,  Goliad, 
Texas. 
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freedom  from 
Cit;y  Dangers 


IF  we  knew  the  pathos  of  those  who  pass  on  the 
crowded  street.  The  danger!  The  waverings! 
The  struggles!  Down  dirty  alleys.  In  stuffy 
tenanents.  Between  canyons  of  brick  and  steel. 
Here  a  jobless,  homesick  girl  shambles  thru  the 
grey  morning,  hunting  for  an  honest  chance. 

Here  a  bright-eyed,  cooing  baby  is  left  abandoned  in 
a  basket  on  a  bench. 

Here  a  derelict,  seeks  an  arm  to  lean  on  just  long 
enough  to  start  again.  - 

Here  an  old  and  infirm  woman,  someone’s  mother, 
forsaken,  seeks  a  home. 

Here  a  tottering,  grey-haired  unfortunate,  with  use¬ 
fulness  lived  out,  wants  to  find  a  place  to  settle 

E  where  a  room  is  warm. 

As  our  social  workers,  deacon¬ 
esses,  nurses,  goodwill  em¬ 
ployees,  Bible  distributors, 
temperance  advocates  fight  for 
the  meager  chance  to  help  a 
few  of  the  many,  we  must  not 
fail  to  help  them.  Think  on 
these  things!  Ponder!  Lend 
a  helping  hand. 


World  Service  includes : 

Home  Missions 
Foreign  Missions 
Christian  Education 
Direction  of  Hospitak  and 
Homes  and  Deaconess  Work 
Pensions  and  Relief  Supervision 
Temperance  and  Prohibition 
Bible  DUtribution 


Set  Christianity  to  work  with  your  contribution  to  the  World  Service 
Roll  Call.  Every  cent  is  invested.  It  isn’t  a  duty;  it  is  a  privilege. 


aiice  for  double  bookings,  tbe  February  record 
shows  that  fully  660  congregations  saw  and 
heard  the  World  Service  message  each  week 
during  the  last  month  in  a  graphic  way.  Par¬ 
ticularly  noticeable  has  been  the  expanded 
use  of  stereoptlcon  lectures  in  connection  with 
church  training  night  and  mission  study 
classes.” 

The  stereoptlcon  department  has  recently 
received  a  large  nun^ber  of  reports  from  pas¬ 
tors  on  the  helpful  effect  of  these  illustrated 
lectures  in  arousing  World  Service  interest 
and  Increasing  World  Service  giving.  With¬ 
out  exception  the  churches  state  that  results 
have  been  beneficial.  All  sets  are  furnished 
to  the  churches  without  charge  from  con¬ 
veniently  located  depositories.  Parcel  post¬ 
age  is  paid  one  way,  and  the  only  expense  to 
the  churches  is  the  return  or  forwarding 
transportation  of  sets. 

Wesley  Memorial  Hospital,  Chicago,  III., 
received  a  bequest  of  ^360,000,  it  became 
known  when  the  will  of  the  late  Charles 
Deering,  farmer  chairman  of  the  board  of  the 
International  Harvester  Company,  was  filed 
for  probate  at  Miami,  Fla.  The  gift  is  to  he 
added  to  the  Deering  memorial  fund  of  the 
hospital,  which  was  started  with  a  $150,000 
gift  by  Charles  Deering  in  memory  of  his 
father,  William  Deering,  for  many  years  a 
trustee  of  Wesley.  Mr.  E.  S.  Gilmore  is  su¬ 
perintendent  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Dixon  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  hospital, 
which  cared  for  more  than  8,000  patients  in 
1926  and  had  to  refuse  admittance  to  half  ns 
many  more  as  it  admitted  because  of  insuffi¬ 
cient  bed  space. 


Inquiry 

I  wish  to  inquire  for  my  brother,  Fletcher 
Coleman.  When  last  heard  of  he  was  in  the 
Delta  of  Mississippi.  Anyone  knowing  his 
whereabouts  will  please  write  his  sister,  Patsy 
Coleman,  Ackerman,  Miss. 

World  Service  Receipts 

The  World  Service  receipts  on  apportion¬ 
ment  for  the  month  of  March  were  $662,- 
253.86.  This  makes  a  total  for  the  first  ten 
months  of  the  World  Service  fiscal  year  of 
$5,611,967.95.  The  World  Service  fiscal  year 
closes  May  81.  In  order  to  equal  the  income 
for  the  last  fiscal  year,  there  must  be  re¬ 
ceived  during  the  months  of  April  and  May, 
$2,607,571.44.  The  receipts  for  these  two 
months  last  year  were  ^,169,847.17,  which 
means  that  if  we  are  not  to  show  a  decrease 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  church  must  raise 
$438,224.27  more  than  it  raised  in  these  two 
months  last  year. 

This  needed  increase  is  not  a  large  sum 
in  comparison  with  the  normal  receipts  for 
April  and  May,  nor  is  it  too  much  to  expect 
when  we  think  of  the  true  resources  of  the 
church. 

If  in  every  charge  the  May  roll  call  is 
thoroughly  organized,  if  the  available  World 
Service  literature  is  wisely  used,  if  every 
possible  contributor  is  solicited,  if  all  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  World  Service  are  collected  in 
full  to-date,  and  if  all  World  Service  moneys 
in  the  local  church  treasury  are  remitted  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  World  Service  Commis¬ 
sion  at  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  before  May 


All  Stereoptlcon  Records 
Broken 

February  was  the  greatest  month  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Stereopticon  Department  of  the 
World  Service  Commission,  according  to  the 
report  just  issued  by  the  Rev.  Hiram  G. 
Conger,  secretary.  Atlhough  the  shortest 
month  of  the  year,  it  showed  a  total  booking 
of  4,018  illustrated  lectures  and  hymns.  This 
is  an  increase  of  more  than  thirty  per  cent 
over  the  previous  high  record,  which  was 
3,072  bookings  in  January,  1927.  March, 
1924,  when  the  first  general  World  Service 
lecture  was  launched  with  seventy-five  sets, 
was  the  high-water  mark  before  this  year. 
The  stereopticon  department  has  been  in  ex¬ 
istence  fifteen  years. 

“The  remarkable  increase  in  the  use  of 
World  Service  lectures  and  hymns  is  an  in¬ 
dication  of  reviving  interest  in  World  Serv¬ 
ice,”  said  Mr.  Conger.  “Making  ample  allow- 
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CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


iW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA,  APRIL  28,  1927 


The  Question  Is- 


Have  we  determined  to  be  world  Christians  or  do  we  wish  to  be 
merely  home-town  Christians  with  a  limited  horizon  and  a 
correspondingly  limited  purpose? 

If  we  wish  to  be  world  Christians,  will  we  attempt  to  meet  our  world 
obligations  with  the  smallest  response  our  conscience  will  per¬ 
mit,  or  with  the  largest  response  our  generosity  can  devise? 

If  we  are  determined  to  be  world  Christians  in  the  largest  possible 
way,  will  we  be  content  if  only  a  few  members  of  our  local 
church  have  the  world  vision  and  the  world  purpose,  or  will 

we  want  them  all  to  have  the  joy  of  a  share  in  the  spiritual  con¬ 
quest  of  the  world? 

If  this  is  our  desire. 


The  Answer  Is 


The  Annual  World  Service  Roll  Call  in  our  local  church  completed 
to  the  last  member. 

May  is  pre-eminently  World  Service  month,  when  the  whole  year’s 
educational  program  should  culminate  in  the  enlistment  of 
every  last  member  in  definite  and  regular  World  Service  pray¬ 
ing  and  giving. 

If  the  canvass  has  been  completed  earlier  in  the  year,  every  remain¬ 
ing  non-contributor  should  be  solicited  in  May. 

All  World  Service  pledges  should  be  collected  to  date  and  all  World 
Service  money  remitted  to  the  treasurer  of  the  World  Service 
Commission,  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  before  May  31. 
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Personal  and  General 


— ^The  latest  reports  from  Dr.  M.  P.  Bnrns, 
of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church 
Extension  in  Philadelphia,  indicate  a  con¬ 
tinued  improvement  in  nis  condition.  In  fact, 
his  recovery  has  so  far  advanced  that  he  has 
left  the  hospital  and  returned  to  his  home, 
and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  in  due  time 
he  will  be  able  to  return  to  his  ofBce  and  take 
up  the  leadership  of  the  Department  of  City 
Work. 


— ^The  Rev.  T.  A.  Thomas,  D.C.,  our  pastor 
at  Fort  Washington,  Md.,  Washington  Con¬ 
ference,  was  among  the  twenty-seven  stu¬ 
dents  who  recently  graduated  as  Doctors 
of  Chiropractic  '  and  Hydrotherapy  at  the 
Pennsylvania  College  of  Chiropractic  and 
Hydrotherapy,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Thomas  has  been  principal  of 
Grammar  Schools  for  many  years,  and  also 
was  instructor  for  nearly  a  year  at  the 
State  University,  Louisville,  Ky.  The  Fort 
Washington  charge  had  a  very  successful 
year  under  his  pastorate. 


— Because  the  management  of  West  Baden 
Hotel,  West  Baden,  Ind.,  refused  to  accept 
its  colored  secretaries  as  guests,  the  National 
Employed  OfiBcers  and  Staff  Conference  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  have  changed  their  place 
of  meeting  to  be  held  May  26  to  June  1,  to 
the  Edgewater  Beach  Hotel,  Chicago.  Con¬ 
cerning  the  affair.  Dr.  Channing  H.  Tobias, 
senior  secretary  Colored  Work  Department, 
states  that  the  National  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Coun¬ 
cil  is  committed  to  the  policy  of  holding  its 
meetings  only  at  such  places  as  will  agree  to 
the  entertainment  of  all  its  secretaries  and 
delegates  rega.rdless  qf  race.  Such  a  principle, 
long  time  operative  in  the  Methodist  Church, 
if  practiced  by  all  religious  bodies,  would 
in  due  time  break  down  the  unchristian 
barriers  that  operate  too  frequently  in  pub¬ 
lic  places  and  religious  gatherings  to  the  em¬ 
barrassment  of  colored  delegates  and  to  the 
discredit  of  the  Christian  spirit  of  fraternity. 


The  Methodist  Review 


MAY-JUNE,  1927 


A  considerable  portion  of  this  issue,  which 
will  doubtless  be  in  the  mail  before  the  end 
of  this  month,  is  given  to  the  subject  of 
“Worship.” 

The  leading  article  is  by  Dr.  James  A. 
Beebe  on  the  theme,  “Some  Reflections  On 
Public  Worship.”  It  ably  portrays  the  change 
going  on  in  Protestant  ideals  of  worship  in 
America  aund  makes  most  inspiring  sugges¬ 
tions  for  its  improvement.  This  is  followed 
by  a  “Symposium  on  Church  Worship,”  con¬ 
tributed  by  one  bishop:  William  P.  Tbirkield; 
three  pastors:  Drs.  King  D.  Beach,  of  Chi¬ 
cago;  Oscar  Thomas  Olson,  of  Baltimore;  and 
Hugh  D.  Atchison,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa;  one 
official  on  church  architecture,  the  Rev.  El¬ 
bert  M.  Conover;  one  president  of  tbe  Na¬ 
tional  Organist  Association:  Regineld  McAll; 
and  Carl  F.  Price,  the  well-known  hymnol- 
ogist.  This  is  a  noble  double  quartet.  The 
editor  joins  in  this  symposium  and  also  offers 
an  editorial  on  “The  Sermon  As  a  Sacra¬ 
ment.”  (The  Biblical  Research  Department 
furnishes  a  brief  study  on  public  worship 
in  tbe  Bible.) 

There  is  a  notable  poem  which  deals  largely 
with  worship,  “Browning’s  Christmas  Eve,” 
interestingly  criticised  by  Professor  A.  W. 
Crawford,  of  the  University  of  Manitoba. 

This  is  also  a  Wesley  number,  as  John 
lyesley’s  heart  was  “strangely  moved,”  May 
24,  1788,  and  he  was  first  born  June  17 
(O.S.),  1708.  Professor  Charles  W.  Hargitt, 
of  Syracuse  University,  discusses  “John  Wes¬ 
ley  and  Science”  as  a  “challenge  from  the 
Biahteenth  Century,”  and  the  Rev.  W.  C.  S. 
PeUowe  presents  “Wesley’s  Use  of  Science” 
in  a  rather  more  conservative  manner.  Their 
instructive  treatment  of  Wesley’s  Survey  is 
followed  by  a  poem  on  Wetley  by  Major 
Harry  Webb  Farrington. 

Useful  for  the  Pentecostal  season  is  Pro¬ 
fessor  Irwin  Beiler’s  article,  “The  Pauline 
Criterion  of  the  Spiritual,”  and  Professor 
Karl  Stolts  ably  annihilates  the  materialistic 
element  in  “The  Behavioristic  Prraaganda.” 
The  editor  presents  a  sermonic  editorial  on 


“The  Lord  of  Life,”  and  also  aulapts  the 
House  of  tbe  Interpreter  department  to 
Whitsunday. 

Dr.  Edward  KOnig  writes  concerning  “The 
Problem  of  Suffering”  largely  based  on  the 
book  of  Job.  Another  Biblical  article  con¬ 
cerning  “Universal  and  Provincial  Firares  of 
Speech  in  the  Old  Testament”  is  contributed 
by  Dr.  Neil  E.  Stevens,  of  the  Pathologist 
Bureau  of  Plant  Indurtry  in  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

“The  Doctrine  of  Original  Sin  in  Methodist 
Theology”  is  quite  thoroughly  presented  by 
the  Rev.  Benjamin  Franklin  Holmes. 

Many  rea&rs  are  becoming  entertained 
(and  we  hope  instructed)  by  the  Bi-monthly 
Brevities,  those  editorial  paragraphs  in  the 
Notes  and  Discussions.  They  will  also  And 
some  good  wrestling  in  The  Arena  of  this 
number.  Our  Boouhelf  is  crowded  with 
volumes  fairly  reviewed  by  efficient  experts, 
and  the  Reading  Course  is  at  its  best  in  tbe 
presentation  of  The  Peyehology  of  the  Keth- 
odiet  Bevixfalj  an  empirical  and  descriptive 
study,  by  Sidney  G.  Dimond,  and  many  other 
treatises  on  evangelical  experience. 

The  Methodist  Rexnew  has  probably  as' 
large  a  circulation  as  anv  theolorical  jour¬ 
nal  in  America.  But,  like  all  the  rest,  it 
suffers  from  a  financial  deficit.  This  could 
easily  be  overcome  by  its  being  taken  and 
read  by  all  our  ministers,  and  also  by  the 
support  of  our  most  educated  laymen. 


to  the  annual  treasurer  by  the  10th  of  June; 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Golden,  annual  treasurer. — ^Mrs. 
Rachel  Hadly,  District  President. 


Baaley,  Oa, — Savannah  Conference  Savan- 


Crescent  City  Note 


Williams  Chapel — On  Sunday,  April  8,  Cap¬ 
tain  N.  McNeal,  of  the  Volunteers  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  preached  an  able  sermon  from  the  sub¬ 
ject,  “Jesus  the  True  Foundation  of  the 
Soul.”  One  hundred  and  eighteen  persons 
received  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
On  Thursday,  April  7,  the  baby  contest  was 
quite  a  success.  The  first  prise  was  won  by 
Louise  Joyce  Davis,  $B  in  gold;  second  prize, 
$2.60  in  gold,  by  William  Henry  Brown. 
Edna  Minor  was  given  $2;  total  amount 
raised,  $60.60.  Sunday,  April  10,  at  11  A.  M., 
the  Rev.  H.  J.  Brown  preached  a  good  ser¬ 
mon.  At  night  we  were  delighted  to  have 
Prof,  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  Walker,  of  New  Orleans 
College,  worship  with  us.  Prof.  Walker 
preached  an  interesting  sermon.  Easter  Sun¬ 
day  was  a  big  day  at  Williams.  The  resur¬ 
rection  sermon  was  preached  by  the  pastor. 
At  11.30  A.  M.  the  Sunday  school  rendered 
the  Easter  program,  which  was  excellent.  At 
8  P.  M.,  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Hayward  preached. 
We  were  proud  to  have  Deaconess  Pugh,  also 
Mrs.  McDonald,  worship  with  us.  We  went 
over  the  top  with  our  World  Service;  $268.96 
was  raised.  The  attendance  was  good.  Wor¬ 
ship  at  Williams;  all  are  welcome. — Rev.  J. 
Wesley  Turner,  Pastor;  Miss  Elsie  C.  Charles, 
Reporter. 


Woman’s  Column 


Inverness,  Miss. — Hale  Chapel  Mehodist 
Episcopal  Church:  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  met  with  the  president  in  the 
chair,  and  a  very  successful  meeting  was 
held.  A  band  consists  of  a  few  who  are  true 
and  tried.  Our  leaders  are  frank  and  bold; 
our  aim  is  over  the  top. — Melta  Walker, 
President;  Layuna  Hale,  Secretary. 


Brookhtecen  District — ^The  Brookhaven  Dis¬ 
trict  meeting  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  will  convene  at  New  Zion 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Lampton,  Miss., 
May  27-29.  We  are  expecting  all  auxiliaries 
to  render  in  the  meeting  good  reports  along 
all  lines.  We  are  expecting  our  Conference 
treasurer  to  be  with  us,  Mrs.  Hall,  also  the 
Rev.  D.  R.  Bentley  will  preach  for  us  on 
Sunday.  We  hope  to  have  a  great  meeting. 
— S.  A.  Dukes,  District  President. 


Tupelo  District — To  the  Presidents  of  The 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Tupelo 
District:  We  are  now  in  the  third  quarter 
of  our  work.  Through  the  gloomv  winter  the 
Lord  has  kept  us;  now  let  us  wake  up  to  the 
sense  of  our  duty.  Our  motto  is,  “Renew 
and  strengthen  on  every  line,  till  nineteen 
hundred  twenty-nine.”  Let  us  get  into  the 
work  whole-heartedly  with  prayer  and  sup¬ 
plication  to  God  and  put  the  job  over.  Let 
each  president  make  a  good  financial  report 


nah  District  session  met  at  Odum,  Ga.,  with 
New  Hope  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  We 
shall  never  forget  this  norioua  and  spiritual 
session.  We  had  our  strict  president.  Sis¬ 
ter  Lucy  Lovette,  with  us,  who  presided  with 
love  and  care  over  all  departments  of  the 
work.  The  session  was  a  success  financially 
and  spiritually.  Nine  persons  came  forward 
for  prayer.  Raised  $168.65.  The  Savannah 
District  knows  no  failure.  We  are  going  to 
ask  the  other  three  districts  to  come  on,  but 
we  cannot  wait  on  you. — Alice  B.  McNeal, 
Reporter. 


Laurel,  Miss. — To  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Societies  of  the  Hattiesburg  District; 
Dear  Coworkers — The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  year  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close. 

Let  each  president  get  busy  and  raise  your 
pledge  so  that  you  will  be  able  to  make  a 
round  report  at  the  convention  to  be  held 
at  Enterprise,  Miss.,  in  May.  Each  auxiliary 
president  is  asked  to  raise  their  pledge,  as 
follows:  Laurel,  St.  Paul,  $8;  Hattiesburg, 

St.  Paul,  $12;  Laurel,  Wesley,  $1;  Laurel, 
Mallalieu,  Hattiesburg,  Bentley,  $2;  Sum- 
rail,  $2;  Purvis,  $2;  Ellteville,  $2;  Blodgett, 

$2;  Bay  Spring,  $2;  Heiddburg,  $2;  Pauld¬ 
ing,  $8;  Mount  Jordan,  $2;  Friendship,  $1; 
Enterprise,  $2;  Quitman,  $8;  Desoto,  $3; 
Shubuta,  $8;  Shubuta  Ct.,  $8;  Marthaville,  $1; 
Waynesboro,  $2;  State  Line,  $8.  Let  each 
and  everyone  do  her  best  to  make  this  the 
greatest  convention  ever  held. — ^Mrs.  Lena  ^ 
Blalock,  District  Corresponding  Secretary, 

810  S.  6th  Ave.,  Laurel,  Miss. 


WOMAN’S  DAY  AT  THE  WASHINGTON 
ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 


The  program  for  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  hour  was  unique  in  character,  but  in¬ 
tensely  interesting  from  beginning  to  end. 

An  evangelistic  service,  conducted  by  Mrs. 
Susie  C.  Love,  was  followed  by  a  real  old- 
fashioned  Methodist  love  feast.  Jubilee  plans 
were  explained,  and  those  present  were  urged 
to  join  our  ranks.  To  emphasize  stewardship, 
which  goes  hand  in  hand  with  evangelism,  the 
beautiful  pageant,  “The  Feast  of  the 
Candles,”  was  given.  A  group  of  Queen 
Esther  girls  sang,  and  one  of  the  number  gave 
the  history  of  the  society,  which  will  soon 
celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary.  About 
forty  Mothers’  Jewels  and  Home  Guards  en¬ 
tered  the  church  singing,  “Onward,  Christian 
Soldiers.”  They  contributed  several  numbers 
to  the  program.  Prof.  David  Jones,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Woman’s  College,  Greensboro, 

N.  C.,  was  present  and  brought  a  very  en¬ 
couraging  message  from  the  college.  Mrs.  J 
Florence  D.  Carroll,  the  Conference  president,  ^ 
presided,  and  Mrs.  Mamie  P.  Thomas,  the  V 
Conference  corresponding  secretary,  had 
charge  of  the  program. — Reporter. 
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Put  God  Into  Our  Education 


Questionnaires  are  commonplaces  nowadays. 
They  prove  nothing  conclusively,  not  even  among 
those  who  circulate  them.  They  do,  however,  con¬ 
tain  some  significance  for  social  thinking  and  acting,  even 
when  circulated  among  students.  In  February  a  ques¬ 
tionnaire  was  circulated  among  the  students  of  Princeton 
University.  Results  of  the  canvass  showed  more  than 
1,000  responses  from  an  enrollment  of  about  2,200  stu¬ 
dents.  These  questions  centered  around  faith  in  a  per¬ 
sonal  God. 

It  is  said  that  there  were  667  votes  of  negative  belief 
in  a  personal  God  against  604  positively  believing  in  a 
personal  God.  Before  entering  the  college  there  were  667 
of  these  students  who  believed  positively  in  a  personal  God 
|as  against  418  who  did  not.  The  interest  here  lies,  not 
in  the  small  majority  (63)  of  negatives  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance,  but  in  the  fact  that  there  should  be  at  all  so 
many  of  the  youth  of  the  land  indicated  by  the  667  who 
have  no  faith  in  the  generally  accepted  fact  of  a  personal 
God.  In  the  second  instance,  concerning  the  667  believers 
before  going  to  college  as  against  the  418  who  apparently 
lost  their  faith  after  entering  college,  it  is  quite  easy 
and  natural,  as  well  as  logical,  it  would  appear,  to  infer 
that  their  college  life  or  their  college  studies  wrought 
havoc  with  their  faith.  This  seems  the  more  probable 
since  “belief  seems  to  have  lost  ground  in  proportion  to 
the  length  of  the  college  course.” 

Among  a  complex  of  causes  determining  an  event  or 
circumstance  or  deed  it  is  difficult  to  isolate  and  deter¬ 
mine  the  cause.  After  a  student  leaves  a  religious  at¬ 
mosphere  in  a  well-regulated  home  and  goes  to  college, 
if  he  loses  the  faith  which  he  formerly  avowed,  the  col¬ 
lege  to  which  he  goes  and  where  he  suffers  recession  in 
^his  faith  can  hardly  be  held  innocent  of  having,  in  some 
k,  aspect  of  its  life,  been  an  iconoclast  to  that  student’s 
faith  which  was  but  is  no  more. 

The  questionnaire  revealed  only  about  100  atheists, 
but  673  agnostics.  Which  few  atheists  would  not  be 
atheists  at  all  if  they  were  honest  enough  to  give  sober, 
sustained  thought  to  the  problem  of  personal  existence, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  marvelous  mysteries  of  the  vast 
universe,  our  physical  environment.  The  agnostics  do 
not  know  God  because  they  will  not  know  Him  by  the 
method  taught  and  exemplified  by  Jesus  Himself.  The 
agnostic  tries  to  know  God  through  the  wnaided  intellect, 
Ignoring  the  power  of  spiritual  discernment  through  the 
channel  of  faith.  One  must  not  expect  to  know  all  about 
God  with  one’s  finite  intelligence;  enough  may  be  ex- 
^rienced  for  one’s  salvation  which  is  not  by  intellectual 
knowledge,  but  by  faith. 

In  a  day  of  expanding  democracy,  liberty  of  action, 
and  freedom  of  speech,  it  would  be  expected  that  there 
*nould  be  found  in  great  educational  institutions  a  med- 
of  faith,  unbelief,  infidelity,  and  agnosticism.  And  we 
an  not  know  what  is  being  done  at  this  particular  insti- 
ntion  to  cultivate  or  clarify  or  conserve  religious  con¬ 


viction  in  the  interest  of  general  human  progress  or  of 
the  nation’s  welfare.  We  do  know  that  such  great  social 
institutions  sustain  by  virtue  of  their  existence  a  definite 
social  responsibility  to  the  community.  And,  in  a  nation 
which  is  founded  upon  faith  in  a  personal  God  and  the 
imperativeness  of  the  sanctions  of  a  moral  universe,  the 
nation  s  institutions  should  direct  the  life  currents  of  those 
they  train  into  channels  that  will  uphold  those  national 
ideals.  To  this  extent  secular  schools  should  be  moral 
and  Christian. 

It  is  an  arresting,  alarming  fact  that  during  their 
penod  of  life  and  study  at  one  of  the  greatest  educational 
plants  in  the  nation,  146  students  testify  to  having  lost 
their  faith  in  those  spiritual  values  that  derive  from  our 
Christian  concept  of  a  personal  God.  It  is  time  for  us 
to  begin  another  query — Is  the  endowment  of  great  edu¬ 
cational  institutions  of  our  times  with  their  multi-millions 
of  dollars  to  the  end  and  purpose  that  they  shall  become 
better  plants  in  which  to  make  frigid  and  sterile  the  faith 
of  our  youth  in  their  attitude  toward  the  big  moral  fact 
of  the  universe,  the  focal  fact  of  all  life?  What  is  to  be¬ 
come  of  our  civilization  and  our  souls  if  our  educational 
institutions  are  to  become  mere  mobilizing  centers  for  the 
armies  of  skepticism,  infidelity,  and  atheism?  American 
educational  enterprise  must  discover  some  content  and 
technic  in  educational  ideal  and  process  that  will  arrest 
the  present  tidal  wave  totvard  fatalism  and  turn  back 
these  erratic  tides  of  our  souls  into  the  deep  channels  of 
vital  faith  in  the  Christian’s  God. 

Of  course,  the  numerous  church  and  denominational 
schools  of  the  country,  for  the  most  part,  are  ringing  true 
to  the  Christian  ideals  espoused  by  their  churches.  Which 
fact  must  be  the  constantly  dominant  factor  inspiring  to 
larger  giving  and  completer  loyalty  for  their  maintenance. 
Also  the  fact  that  the  State  supported  schools  do  not, 
renders  it  all  the  more  necessary  that  the  nation’s  church 
supported  schools  shall,  adhere  rigidly  to  the  program 
and  ideals  of  Christian  education.  It  is  the  spiritual 
coloring  in  any  civilization  that  gives  it  its  permanent 
content  of  value.  Fighting  for  the  conservation  of  all 
that  is  best  and  worth  while  in  modem  civilization,  the 
church,  with  her  Christian  agencies,  summons  loudly  the 
nation  to  her  support  in  the  effort  to  put  God  into  our 
educational  concept. 

— It  pays  to  check  yourself  up. 

— The  way  to  find  Christ  is  to  seek  Him. 

— The  world’s  work  never  appeals  to  the  idler. 

— God  so  loved  the  world,  is  the  greatest  mystery  in  the 
worjd.  \ 

— The  girl  who  never  makes  a  confidante  of  her  mother 
sooner  or  later  gets  into  trouble. 

^I***‘®**ts  who  quarrel  before  their  children  need  not  be 
surprised  if  they  finally  quarrel  with  them. 
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“An  Educational  Creed  for  the  Church”^ 

By  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Bovard,  D.D.,  LL.D.  l 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Board  of  Education 

Delivered  on  formal  opening  day,  Jam/tiary  26,  1927,  at  Drew  Theological  Semvnary 


Because  of  the  importance  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion,  I  propose  to  state  an  educational  creed  for 
the  church.  We  have  a  creed  of  every  sort  these 
days,  a  political  creed,  a  social  creed,  a  religious  creed 
— why  not  an  educational  creed?  I  am  a  great  believer 
in  reducing  creeds  to  just  as  few  articles  as  possible. 
In  fact,  one  of  the  joys  of  my  early  experience  in  a 
theological  school  was  to  discover  that  some  men  had 
dared  summarize  our  systematic  theology  in  a  single 
voliune  called  “Outlines  of  Christian  Theology.”  I 
think  it  is  certainly  the  spirit  of  the  times  in  which  we 
live  to  give  outlines  in  suggestive  fashion  and  let  the 
reader  fill  in  the  content. 

My  educational  creed  has  four  articles.  The  first 
article  is  the  primacy  of  persons.  High  above  all  other 
values  must  be  placed  the  values  represented  in  persons. 
Persons  alone  are  of  sufficient  worth  to  be  called  ends 
in  themselves.  All  else  belongs  in  the  realm  of  means. 
What  is  it  in  the  home  that  really  counts?  It  is  the 
family,  not  the  furniture.  What  is  it  in  the  church? 
It  is  the  people,  not  the  pews.  What  is  it  in  the  com¬ 
munity?  It  is  the  citizens,  not  the  cash  or  the  material 
in  the  factories.  What  is  the  bond  between  the  church 
of  the  past  and  present?  What  connects  it  with  the  fu¬ 
ture?  It  cannot  be  only  doctrines,  it  is  the  stream  of 
human  life  that  gives  continuity  to  past,  present,  and 
future.  It  is  the  stream  of  humanity  that  gives  continu¬ 
ity  to  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  physical 
universe  can  only  find  a  rational  explanation  in  its  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  potentialities  of  human  life.  I  think  we 
must  catch  the  spirit  of  Tennyson,  who  said,  “What 
know  we  greater  than  the  soul?”  Persons  must  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  holding  the  place  of  primacy  over  and  above  all 
other  values.  Human  beings  must  be  treated  as  ends  in 
themselves,  with  all  other  things  subordinated  and  de¬ 
termined  for  their  worth  and  use  in  the  world  according 
to  their  relationship  to  human  beings. 

The  second  article  of  my  educational  creed  is  that 
truth  must  be  personalized  and  vitalized  and  energized. 
God  personalized  and  vitalized  the  revelation  of  Himself 
in  Jesus  Christ  by  having  him  walk  on  earth.  Only  truth 
that  is  lived  has  any  real  significance  or  meaning.  The 
one  thing  of  value  we  can  export  to  foreign  lands  is 
Christian  living.  And  as  a  matter  of  fact  our  only  hope 
of  making  Christian  truth  effective  in  India,  China, 
Africa,  Japan,  and  the  other  countries,  is  to  have  Chris¬ 
tian  living  embodied  in  the  individuals  who  represent  it. 
When  truth  is  personalized  and  vitalized  and  concreted 
in  a  life  day  after  day  and  year  after  year,  that  is  the 
unanswerable  argument  and  the  one  argument  that  will 
close  the  mouth  of  skepticism. 

My  third  article  is  ^that  the  school  in  the  home,  in 
the  church,  in  the  university,  the  college,  the  theological 
seminary,  is  the  supreme  method  for  putting  truth  into 
life.  I  t^k  the  church  should  be  regarded  as  an  organ¬ 
ism  rather  than  an  organization,  and  therefore  subject 
to  the  laws  of  life  and  growth.  And  I  like  to  think  of 


the  school,  not  so  much  as  a  factory,  but  as  a  great 
growing  institution  into  which  we  put  the  finest  human 
stuff  and  as  a  place  where  truth  and  life  shall  grow  to¬ 
gether  into  a  great  and  glorious  Christian  character. 
Bishop  Bashford  gives  as  the  definition  of  education: 
“Education  is  the  process  by  which  we  learn  to  live  to¬ 
gether  in  a  way  that  is  mutually  helpful.”  I  insist  that 
there  is  one  other  factor:  “Education  is  the  process  by 
which  we  seek  to  become  the  biggest  and  finest  personali¬ 
ties  that  it  is  possible  for  us  to  be.”  In  other  words, 
we  need  to  think  of  educational  institutions  as  great  op¬ 
portunities  for  the  instilling  of  Christian  truth  in  living 
persons  in  order  that  they  may  be  the  biggest  and  finest 
Christians  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be. 


The  fourth  and  last  article  of  my  creed  is  that  eco 
nomic  prosperity  may  find  a  spiritual  significance  anc^J 
really  immortalize  itself  by  being  transmuted  through^^ 
the  school  into  the  moral  and  spiritual  fiber  of  Christian 
manhood  and  womanhood.  Our  Christian  task  will  not 
be  completed  until  we  see  that  the  material  values  have 
a  real  spiritual  meaning.  I  have  had  some  interesting 
conversations  recently  with  Oriental  brethren  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  Western  civilization.  One  had  just  visited  a 
Chicago  stockyard.  He  returned  and  told  me  that  there 
wasn’t  a  bit  of  use  in  our  trying  to  get  Christian  civil¬ 
ization  into  his  own  civilization  because  our  spiritual  sen¬ 
sibilities  had  been  deadened  by  material  prosperity,  and 
all  of  America  was  crassly  materialistic.  I  admitted 
the  force  of  his  criticism,  but  told  him  that  I  should  like 
to  ask  him  a  question.  “How  do  you  feel,”  I  asked, 
“when  every  year  thousands  upon  thousands  of  your 
native  fellow  beings  die  of  starvation,  of  disease  or  plague, 
simply  because  you  have  neglected  the  development  of 
a  sound  economic  basis  for  your  civilization?  You  con- 
dem  our  economic  system,  yet  you  depend  on  our  ship 
loads  of  produce  to  stem  the  tides  of  famine  and  pes 
tilence.” 

America  need  not  apologize  for  her  economic  pros¬ 
perity.  No  nation  has  ever  reached  any  lofty  height  of 
culture  or  spiritual  strength  without  a  solid  foundation 
of  economic  prosperity.  On  the  other  hand,  we  must 
not  treat  our  wealth  as  an  end  in  itself,  but  should  de¬ 
vote  it  to  the  end  of  character  building  and  spiritual 
values.  We  must  transmute  our  wealth  into  Christian 
manhood,  our  cash  into  character,  and  our  property 
into  personality. 

The  school  is  the  supreme  opportunity  for  this  trans¬ 
mutation  of  lower  values  into  higher  values,  for  the  school 
is  the  means  of  putting  truth  into  human  personalities. 
We  must  get  the  captains  of  industry  to  see  that  the 
school  is  the  supreme  opportunity  of  exchanging  ma¬ 
terial  wealth  for  ennobled  and  enriched  human  life  and 
the  achievement  of  the  kingdom  of  God  on  this  earth. 
Then  shall  there  be  established  one  great,  glorious  Chri 
tian  educational  brotherhood,  and  the  prayer  of  o' 
Lord  shall  be  fulfilled,  “Thy  kingdom  come,  thy  will  he 
done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.” 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Massachusetts  on  Trial 

BOUT  eight  years  ago  a  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
who  has  since  become  rather  well  known,  Mr.  Cal¬ 
vin  CooLiDGE,  published  a  book  entitled  Have 
Faith  in  Massachusetts,  The  rest  of  the  country  is  doing 
its  best  these  days  to  have  faith  in  Massachusetts ;  but 
the  pronouncement  of  the  death  sentence  on  Sacco  and 
Vanzetti  has  placed  a  great  strain  on  that  faith.  And 
if  the  State  of  Massachusetts  allows  these  men  to  go  to 
their  death  for  the  simple  reason  that  its  courts  refuse  to 
examine  the  new  evidence  as  to  their  guilt  or  innocence, 
that  faith  will  be  shattered.  More  than  that,  the  faith 
in  America  held  by  many  people  in  other  countries 
wiU  be  shattered.  The  names  of  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  have 
become  world  famous.  They  are  the  two  Italians  charged 
with  the  murder  of  a  paymaster,  in  South  Braintree,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  in  April,  1920.  The  case  has  become  interna¬ 
tionally  famous  and  the  refusal  of  the  courts  of  Massa- 
chusette  to  grant  a  new  trial  has  made  a  situation  by 
which  it  is  not  so  much  these  two  Italians  but  the  State 
itself  which  is  on  trial. 

The  question  at  issue  is  not  whether  these  two  men  are 
guilty  or  innocent  but  simply  the  fact  that  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  many  of  the  ablest  legal  minds  of  the  country  they 
are  entitled  to  a  new  trial  because  there  is  real  question 
as  to  their  guilt. 

Professor  William  Ernest  Hocking  of  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity  put  the  issue  in  one  sentence  when  he  declared  that 
“the  sentencing  of  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  discloses  the  essen¬ 
tially  ^sgraceful  situation  that  men  may  be  sent  to  their 
death  in  Massachusetts  because  the  courts  refuse  to  hear 
relevant  evidence.” 

^^e  right  of  these  men  to  a  new  trial  rests  on  two  con¬ 
tentions.  First,  that  their  first  trial  was  unfair  due  to  the 
fact  that  their  being  Communists  led  to  violent  prejudice 
which  deflected  justice.  The  trial  occurred  in  the  dark 
and  shameful  days  when  A.  Mitchell  Palmee  was  At¬ 
torney  General  of  the  United  States,  when  the  red  hysteria 
was  at  its  height.  Those  are  days  over  which  thoughtful 
and  patriotic  Americans  may  truly  hang  their  heads  in 
shame.  In  a  thoughtful  and  careful  article  on  the  case 
of  Sacco  and  Vanzetti,  in  the  March  issue  of  the  Atlantic 
Monthly,  Professor  Felix  Feankfuetee,  Professor  of 
Administrative  Law  in  the  Harvard  Law  School,  formerly 
Assistant  United  States  Attorney  for  the  Southern  Dis¬ 
trict  of  New  York,  thus  estimates  this  sinister  influence : 


In  1921  the  temper  of  the  times  made  it  the  special  duty  of  a 
prosecutor  and  a  court  engaged  in  trying  two  Italian  radicals  before 
a  jury  of  naUve  New  Englanders  to  keep  the  Instruments  of  justice 
^om  the  infection  of  passion  or  prejudice.  In  the  case  of  Sacco  and 
restraints  were  respected.  By  systematic  ex- 
plottation  of  the  defendants’  alien  blood,  their  imperfect  knowledge 
or  JSngllsh,  their  unpopular  social  views,  and  their  opposition  to  the 
war,  the  district  attorney  invoked  against  them  a  riot  of  political 
passion  and  patriotic  sentiment;  and  the  trial  judge  connived  at¬ 
one  had  almost  written,  co-operated  in— the  process.” 


The.  second  contention  is  thnt  the  new  evidence  pro¬ 
duced  since  the  trial  has  never  yet  been  heard  by  a  Massa¬ 
chusetts  court,  except  by  Judge  Thayee,  who  presided 
at  original  trial.  It  was  Judge  Thayer  himself  who 
denied  the  appeal  for  a  new  trial.  Concerning  his  judi¬ 
cial  pronouncement  denying  the  trial.  Professor  Frank¬ 
furter  gives  this  considered  judgment: 


Speaking  from  a  considerable  experience  as  a  prosecuting  crfBcer 
Whose  special  task  for  a  time  it  was  to  sustain  on  appeal  convictioni 
lor  the  government,  and  whose  scientific  duties  since  have  led  to  th( 


^  number  of  records  and  the  (pinions  based 

disOTonf  with  deep  regret,  but  without  the  slightest  fear  of 

disproof,  that  certamly  m  modern  times  Judge  Thayer’s  opinion 

^f«"«P“cies  between  ^at  the '  record  dis- 
the  opinion  conveys.  His  2«,000-wor^  document 
dMcrlbed  otherwise  than  as  a  farrago  of  mls- 

and  mutUations.  The 
Inquirer  could  not  possibly  derive  from  it  a  true  knowl- 

Tnew  (ruf  that  was  submitted  to  him^as  the  basis  for 

erroM  *w>neycombed  with  demonstrable 

**'*1  a  spirit  alien  to  judici^  utterance  permeates  the  whole 
opinion  in  the  light  of  the  record  led  the  conserva- 
ti?“  long  held  the  view  that  the  sentence 

position  “®"  *’®  ‘^®*’'‘*®**  ®  ^rank  reversal  of  its 


Apparently  the  only  recourse  now  is  for  intervention 
by  Governor  Fullee  to  commute  the  sentence  until  the 
evidence  may  be  reviewed  by  a  committee  of  citizens  who 
command  the  confidence  of  the  State.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  Governor  Fuller  will  take  this  action  and  enable  us 
to  continue  to  have  faith  in  Massachusetts. 


Free  Speech  in  Pennsylvania 

ONCE  again  the  issue  of  the  freedom  of  American 
citizens  and  the  freedom  of  teaching  has  arisen — 
this  time  in  Pennsylvania.  The  attempt  of  the 
principal  and  trustees  of  the  West  Pennsylvania  Normal 
School  to  suppress  the  Liberal  Club  of  that  institution  for 
permitting  a  debate  in  the  course  of  which  criticism  of  the 
Nicaraguan  policy  of  the  administration  occurred,  has 
attracted  pation-wide  attention.  Two  teachers  implicated 
in  that  debate  have  been  dismissed  from  their  position. 
The  local  chapter  of  the  American  Legion  has  been  vocif¬ 
erous  in  raising  the  hue  and  cry  against  these  men  who- 
disagreed  with  Mr.  Kellogg  on  policy  in  Nicaragua.  The 
dismissal  of  the  two  teachers  is  attributed  by  many  close 
observers  to  the  expressions  of  their  opinions  and  the 
campaign  of  the  American  Legion  against  them. 

In  some  aspects,  of  course,  a  situation  like  this  is  a 
farce  comedy.  It  is  almost  unbelievable  that  people  in 
their  senses  would  consider  the  divergence  of  opinion  about 
Mr.  Kellogg’s  Nicaraguan  policy  as  a  matter  for  sup¬ 
pression  of  speech  or  the  dismissal  of  teachers.  There 
has  been  more  criticism  of  the  Nicaragua  intervention 
than  of  any  government  policy  in  recent  years.  Re¬ 
sponsible  leaders  of  public  opinion  all  over  the  country 
have  joined  in  the  sharpest  protest  against  that  policy. 
If  all  the  people  who  disagreed  with  the  KeUogg  policy 
were  to  be  punished  a  considerable  section  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  would  be  in  jail. 

Such  incidents  raise  the  question:  Is  this  Russia,  or 
Italy,  or  is  it  still  America?  Is  the  country  being  gov¬ 
erned  by  the  Constitution  or  is  it  operating  under  the  by¬ 
laws  of  the  American  Legion?  Fortunately  such  an  in¬ 
telligent  and  puhlic-spirited  chapter  of  the  American  Le¬ 
gion  as  the  Willard  Straight  Post  of  New  York  has  made 
a  vigorous  protest  against  the  action  of  the  League  Post 
in  Westchester.  It  was  this  post  which  itself  called  upon 
Mr.  Kellogg  a  few  weeks  ago  for  a  frank  statement  of  the 
Nicaraguan  policy. 

The  whole  incident  makes  very  timely  the  vigorous 
word  of  I^TNN  Haeold  Hough,  to  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  issue :  “The  attempt  to  check  free  speech,  to  stifle  the 
unfettered  expression  of  opinion,  produces  an  unrest  which 
no  brilliant  military  discipline  can  counteract.  Full  free¬ 
dom  of  speech  and  full  freedom  of  investigation  are  the 
very  foundation  upon  which  a  republic  rests.”  L. 
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iSome  American  Obstacles  I 
to  International  Fellowship  I 

A  Frank  Examination  of  Some  Current  Trends  in  American  Life 


By  Lynn  Harold  Hough 

Peutor  Central  Methodiit  Epiteopal  Church,  Detroit,  Michigan 


The  whole  world  is  passionately  and  wistfully  long-  uncritical  mind.  (Dr.  Pound  is  a  member  of  the  Massa- 
ing  for  fellowship.  And  the  suspicion  which  is  the  chusetts  Committee  on  Militarism  in  Education.)  There 
antithesis  of  fellowship  is  banking  great  storm  is  Dr.  S.  Parkes  Cadman,  who,  to  be  sure,  has  been  a 
clouds  all  about  the  edges  of  our  sky.  All  the  world  is  citizen  of  two  hemispheres  and  has  had  contact  with  the 
looking  upon  us  with  anxiety.  All  the  world  is  looking  best  life  in  many  lands.  But  evidently  his  mind,  too,  is 
upon  us  with  fearful  questioning.  W^ith  tragic  rapidity  of  that  unsophisticated  character  which  makes  him  the 
the  United  States  is  coming  to  have  the  place  in  the  mind  easy  instrument  of  influences  from  Soviet  Russia.  There 
of  the  world  which  was  so  lately  held  by  Germany.  If  is  President  Glenn  Frank,  of  W^isconsin  University,  who 
we  do  not  find  a  better  way  of  life  we  will  become  the  with  all  his  network  of  significant  relationships  has,  it 
best  hated  country  in  the  world.  Bankrupt,  war-tom,  would  seem,  been  quite  deluded  at  this  one  point.  (Wis- 
world-weary  Europe  looks  upon  us  with  irritated  amaze-  consin  University  has  recently  abolished  compulsory 
ment.  Our  blatant  materialism  and  our  crass  lack  of  military  training.)  When  we  sing  “America  the  Beau- 
understanding  of  the  actual  situation  all  about  the  world  tiful”  we  think  of  Katherine  Lee  Bates.  She,  too,  has 
have  made  a  deep — I  am  afraid  an  indelible — impression  set  her  face  firmly  against  the  military  spirit,  which  she 
upon  all  mankind.  promises  anything  but  good  to  the  Republic.  So,  too, 

-  has  President  Wooley,  of  Mount  Holyoke,  and  many  an- 

The  New  Military  Propaganda  other.  Much  of  the  best  of  the  character  and  intelligence 

And  at  this  moment,  with  the  bankrupt  world  at  our  of  the  Republic  has  set  itself  firmly  against  the  fomenting 
feet,  we  have  suddenly  produced  from  some  sordid  center  of  a  military  spirit  at  the  very  time  when  the  world  needs 
of  our  Hfe  a  military  passion  new  to  our  country.  Before  above  everything  else  the  spirit  of  good  will.  And  the 
the  war  less  than  two  hundred  officers  were  engaged  in  attempt  to  question  the  judgment,  to  throw  doubts  upon 
giving  military  training  in  our  schools.  Now  there  are  the  intellectual  acumen,  or  even  to  besmirch  the  character 
nearly  two  thousand.  Why  this  sudden  increase.?  Who  of  this  group  is  one  of  the  strangest  of  the  phenomena 
is  our  foe?  What  menacing  dread  prompts  the  hysterical  which  accompany  the  up  rush  of  the  military  spirit, 
appeals  of  the  military  party  in  the  United  States?  At  The  next  war,  the  scientists  tell  us,  will  be  of  unbe- 
the  very  moment  when  we  can  afford  to  give  the  world  lievable  deadliness.  The  front  trenches  will  be  everywhere, 
a  supreme  example  of  hearty  good  will,  we  are  developing  Women  and  children  will  share  as  they  have  never  done 
a  self-conscious  military  ambition  of  the  most  curious  before  in  the  tragic  menace  of  its  farflung  campaigns, 
character.  The  great  foe  of  the  democratic  party  in  A  city  like  New  York  will  suffer  in  quite  a  new  fashion 
Japan  is  the  military  party  in  America.  Germany  in  its  from  the  deadly  chemicals  which  will  do  duty  in  the  next 
most  belligerent  days  never  gave  military  training  to  the  world  conflagration.  And  civilization  itself  can  scarcely 
boys  corresponding  to  those  in  our  high  schools.  But  survive  another  vast  cataclysm  of  conflict  like  that  be- 
with  us  a  vigorous  propaganda  is  being  carried  on  to  tween  1914  and  1918.  If  another  world  war  comes,  it 
make  the  high  school  a  center  of  mditary  activity.  will  not  matter  much  on  which  side  you  fight.  Nothing 

worth  keeping  will  remain  to  either  when  the  vast  con- 

Campaign  of  Slander  Against  Opponents  flagration  has  come  to  an  end. 

of  Military  Training 

We  are  even  told  that  those  sane  and  clear-sighted  Putting  Matches  in  the  Powder  Magazine 
people  who  oppose  the  emotional  debauch  of  military  en-  In  a  situation  like  this,  when  above  everything  else 
thusiasm  are  inspired — ^innocent  though  their  intentions  we  must  keep  matches  away  from  the  powder  magazine. 
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Even  if  a  quite  new  situation  in  military  science  had 
not  made  all  the  difference  in  the  world  in  the  whole 
matter  of  the  menace  of  war,  it  would  still  be  true  that 
a  nation  free  from  the  subversive  poison  of  the  military 
spirit  would  be  best  prepared  for  struggle  at  the  point 
of  arms.  We  all  know  the  splendid  record  made  by  the 
Canadians  and  the  Australians  in  the  late  war.  Their 
initiative,  their  audacity,  their  daring  courage,  formed 
part  of  the  most  splendid  record  of  the  war.  The  ex¬ 
planation  was  put  in  a  sentence  by  a  Canadian  minister 
of  state  who  crossed  the  U-boat  infested  Atlantic  on  the 
same  ship  on  which  I  journeyed  over  the  sea  in  the  fall 
of  1918.  “It  is  an  army  of  citizens,”  he  said  proudly. 
The  military  machine  can  never  produce  such  fighting 
men  as  the  freedom-loving  republic,  where  the  individu- 
ality  of  each  citizen  is  preserved  in  proud  and  unhesitating 
strength. 

To  be  sure,  there  must  be  such  a  thing  as  a  nation’s 
police  force.  And  voluntary  military  training  has  its 
place  in  colleges  and  universities.  But  in  these  days  of 
a  new  military  technique  it  is  a  poor  arm  upon  which  to 
lean.  It  is  our  genius  in  the  practice  of  good  will,  and 
not  a  new  edition  of  the  goose  step,  which  is  to  make  us 
able  to  deal  with  the  critical  and  baffling  situations  which 
.  will  arise  among  the  nations  in  the  years  which  lie  just 
'  ahead. 


The  Peace  Crusade  in  Great  Britain 

I  suppose  it  is  the  knowledge  of  these  elements  in  the 
whole  world-wide  situation  which  has  caused  some  very 
eminent  men  to  take  almost  unprecedented  action.  Dr. 
Frederick  W.  Norwood,  the  powerful  minister  of  the  City 
Temple  in  London,  has  been  giving  most  of  his  time  for 
months,  and  will  continue  to  give  most  of  his  time  for 
months  to  come,  to  a  great  campaign  for  peace  all  about 
Great  Britain.  Sunday  after  Sunday  men  stand  in  his 
great  pulpit  while  his  own  congregation  gladly  lends  him 
,  to  the  whole  nation  for  this  far-reaching  enterprise.  And 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  has  taken  the  quite  un¬ 
precedented  step  of  suggesting  that  Anglican  cathedrals 
and  churches  everywhere  welcome  him  to  their  pulpits. 
So  Anglican  and  Free  Churchmen  are  joining  in  a  tre¬ 
mendous  endeavor  to  speak  to  the  conscience  of  England 
and  Scotland  regarding  the  iniquity  of  war.  The  tragic 
need  of  the  world  has  spoken  its  own  word  to  the  con¬ 
science  of  great  leaders.  And  they  are  speaking  to  the 
world  the  word  God  has  given  them  to  speak. 

It  is  not  strange  that  it  should  be  so,  for  the  fight  for 
fellowship  is  the  great  battle  of  the  church,  and  the  call 
of  the  great  forces  which  make  for  peace  may  well  com¬ 
mand  its  very  mind  and  conscience  and  heart. 

Perhaps  after  we  have  done  our  best  civilization  will 
go  down  in  the  terrible  holocaust  of  war.  Perhaps  after 
every  cry  of  prophet  and  sage  the  wild  passions  of  men 
will  be  too  much  and  we  shall  lose  all  the  slowly  garnered 
treasures  of  the  civilization  of  the  whole  great  world. 
In  1914!,  before  the  last  bitter  conflict  broke  out,  I  at¬ 
tended  a  great  military  pageant  at  the  Olympic  in  Lon¬ 
don.  It  took  the  form  of  a  sham  battle  representing  the 
last  flght  of  Roman  soldiers  in  Britain  before  that  land 


was  given  over  to  the  barbarians  with  the  waning  strength 
of  Rome.  Mr.  Asquith,  then  prime  minister,  sat  in  the 
Royal  Box  that  afternoon,  and  I  have  often  since  won¬ 
dered  what  his  thoughts  were  that  day.  Did  he  suspect 
that  soon  dramatic  presentation  would  be  succeeded  by 
grim  reality? 


The  Church’s  Supreme  Obligation 

It  was  a  brilliant  and  remarkably  staged  spectacle. 
The  last  stronghold  maintained  by  Roman  soldiers  was 
making  its  final  stand  against  the  barbarians.  The  wild, 
fierce  men  charged  madly.  And  one  by  one  the  Roman 
soldiers  fell,  overcome  by  the  sheer  force  of  numbers. 
Every  Roman  sold  his  life  dearly.  But  the  disciplined 
courage  of  the  very  few  was  no  match  for  the  wild  and 
impetuous  ferocity  of  the  great  mass  of  foes  who  pressed 
upon  them.  Finally  there  was  but  one  grim  and  stalwart 
soldier  left  upon  the  wall.  He  fought  with  desperate 
energy.  His  sword  did  marvelous  execution.  But  at 
last  he  went  down.  And  his  body  fell  from  the  wall.  So 
the  light  went  out  for  centuries.  And  the  order  and  peace 
Rome  had  brought  vanished  from  the  land.  It  may  be 
so  after  we  have  done  our  best  to  save  the  world  for 
fellowship  and  good  will.  But  even  in  the  face  of  that 
last  and  unbelievable  catastrophe  there  are  those  who  in 
a  situation  not  unlike  that  of  the  grim  Roman  left  alone 
upon  the  wall,  would  have  courage  enough  to  give  them¬ 
selves  to  the  very  end  to  the  great  and  high  purpose  of 
calling  the  fierce  and  wayward  minds  of  men  to  ways  of 
peace. 

I  do  not  believe,  however,  that  such  a  tragic  close  is 
to  come  to  the  tale  of  the  civilization  of  the  world.  I  do 
not  believe  that  we  are  to  go  down  in  ruin  at  last.  I  do 
believe  that  the  forces  of  good  will  are  stronger  than  the 
forces  of  hate.  I  do  believe  that  the  steadiest  hands  and 
minds  in  all  the  world  are  committed  to  a  policy  of  con¬ 
ciliation  and  good  will. 

To  be  sure,  there  are  those  who  declare  that  fellow¬ 
ship  is  impossible  in  the  United  States  because  we  are 
living  upon  the  brink  of  a  volcano.  Social  unrest  influ¬ 
enced  by  malignant  forces  from  Russia  has  become  so 
menacing  that  a  terrible  eruption  may  come  at  any  mo¬ 
ment.  A  nation  with  its  arms  ready  and  its  youth  trained 
to  meet  any  emergency  is  our  only  safety. 

The  Anti-Red  Hysteria  in  the  United  States 

It  is  just  a  little  hard  to  take  this  sort  of  thing  seri¬ 
ously.  There  are  people  in  England  whose  frayed  nerves 
responded  to  the  same  fears.  But  since  England  has  gone 
through  the  astounding  and  testing  experience  of  a  gen¬ 
eral  strike,  with  Russia  doubtless  straining  to  see  what 
would  happen  next,  and  ready  to  aid  and  abet  in  any 
possible  fashion,  and  that  general  strike  passed  off  prac¬ 
tically  without  a  casualty,  the  Red  hysteria  will  hardly 
lift  its  head  for  a  long  time  in  the  British  Isles.  Yet  if 
there  has  been  such  a  thing  as  a  real  danger  from  Soviet 
influence,  it  was  doubtless  more  menacing  in  England  a 
year  ago  than  it  has  ever  been  in  the  United  States.  If 
in  the  difiScult  days  through  which  England  has  passed 
a  few  people  had  lost  their  heads  as  completely  as  have 
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some  people  in  the  United  States,  one  does  not  like  to 
think  of  what  might  have  happened. 

The  truth  is  that  really  subversive  propaganda  only 
thrives  where  there  are  open  sores  of  social  maladjust¬ 
ment.  Starving  workers  are  likely  to  produce  menacing 
unrest  anywhere.  At  the  moment  the  prosperity  of  the 
United  States  makes  a  social  uprising  laughable.  And 
when  the  menace  of  later  days,  when  our  increased  popu¬ 
lation  presses  against  our  food  supply,  actually  comes, 
the  way  to  meet  the  danger  will  be  by  squarely  facing 
the  problem  along  economic  lines  and  not  by  a  wild  at¬ 
tempt  to  shoot  the  surplus  population.  In  every  country 
the  righting  of  social  and  economic  wrongs  is  the  way 
to  counteract  all  the  influences  which  would  threaten  the 
orderly  movement  of  life. 

Shall  Free  Speech  Be  Stifled? 

On  the  other  hand,  the  attempt  to  check  free  speech, 
to  stifle  the  unfettered  expression  of  opinion,  produces 
an  unrest  which  no  brilliant  military  discipline  can  coun¬ 
teract.  When  in  time  of  peace  men  are  invited  to  join 
groups  where  they  are  to  hear  menacing  facts  stated  in 
solemn  secrecy,  wise  men  will  pause  and  think  long,  long 
thoughts.  In  a  republic  where  every  citizen  has  a  right 
to  know  all  the  facts,  why  this  strange  and  solemn  secrecy? 
Is  it  because  the  alleged  facts  will  not  bear  investigation?. 
Men  of  trained  minds  with  some  historical  perspective’ 
know  that  tyranny  always  has  thrived  upon  assertioiis 
which  for  patriotic  reasons  could  not  be  investigated. 
Indeed,  one  of  the  terribly  poisonous  aspects  of  war  itself 
is  just  the  fact  that  so  many  assertions  made  in  solemn 
and  austere  secrecy  prove  to  have  no  foundation  at  all 
when  they  are  investigated  in  the  cold,  clear  light  of  the 
days  when  the  war  is  over.  Any  discussion  which  will 
not  face  the  light  of  day  is  utterly  without  foundation 
in  the  days  of  peace.  And  the  dastardly  and  conscience¬ 
less  misuse  of  secrecy  in  days  of  war  leaves  a  blight 
behind  from  which  the  nations  are  long  in  recovering. 
Full  freedom  of  speech  and  full  freedom  of  investigation 
■are  the  very  foundations  upon  which  a  republic  rests. 
It  is  the  furtive  whisperer  afraid  to  come  into  the  light 
as  he  passes  on  his  ugly  suggestions  of  menacing  forces 
in  the  republic  who  has  already  passed  across  the  line 
of  patriotism  into  the  dark  and  boggy  regions  where  the 
foes  of  the  republic  dwell. 

Do  Not  Call  the  Creed  of  Brute  Force  Christian 

To  be  sure,  there  are  hard  and  capable  men  who  quite 
repudiate  all  the  defining  Christian  principles.  They 
believe  that  life  is  a  battle  to  the  death.  They  believe 
that  unethical  force  is  the  only  power  upon  which  a  man 
or  a  nation  can  depend.  They  believe  in  a  race  of  blonde 
beasts  holding  a  cowering  world  at  bay.  This  philosophy 
of  the  jungle  has  a  certain  commanding  virility.  With 
the  present  development  of  military  science  it  would  lead 
to  the  suicide  of  civilization.  At  least  it  has  its  own  com¬ 
manding  energy.  One  can  have  at  least  a  kind  of  scorn¬ 
ful  respect  for  it  when,  casting  aside  all  subterfuge,  it 
appears  in  its  own  naked,  ugly  honesty.  But  at  least 
let  us  keep  this  sort  of  thing  free  from  any  entangle¬ 
ment  with  that  lofty  and  exhaustlessly  powerful  Person¬ 
ality  who  founded  the  Christian  religion.  Let  us  at  least 
insist  that  the  great  Lord  of  good  will,  who  was  nailed 
to  the  cross  because  He  refused  to  surrender  His  own 
high  loyalty  to  moral  and  spiritual  values,  shall  not  be 
entangled  in  the  activities  of-  the  cult  of  Mars.  Let  us 


insist  that  men  shall  at  least  show  enough  respect  for  the 
name  which  has  put  a  new  conscience  into  Western  civili¬ 
zation  to  leave  that  name  free  from  entanglement  with 
that  worship  of  unethical  force  against  which  His  whole 
career  was  a  protest,  and  which  at  last  nailed  Him  to 
the  cross.  Let  no  man  claim  His  authority  for  the  very 
principle  which  hounded  Him  to  death. 

The  Christian  church  in  just  as  far  as  it  is  loyal  to 
its  Master  does  believe  in  the  far-reaching  power  of 
impalpable  moral  and  spiritual  forces.  It  does  believe 
in  good  will.  It  takes  its  stand  firmly  on  the  ground 
which  its  Founder  occupied.  It  closes  the  door  against 
suspicion  and  hate  and  all  the  clever  lies  by  means  of 
which  the  vast  military  systems  of  the  world  have  built 
up  their  strength. 

The  Hope  of  To-morrow 

The  Christian  qhurch  believes  that  the  time  has  come 
for  a  world-wide  experiment  of  clear-minded  good  will. 
It  welcomes  the  news  of  such  a  long  and  fruitful  conver¬ 
sation  as  that  between  Herr  Stressemann  and  Mr.  Briand 
at  the  little  eating  place  near  Geneva,  when  at  last  Ger¬ 
many  and  France  met  to  face  together  the  facts  of  a 
difficult  situation,  putting  aside  suspicion  and  meeting 
each  problem  in  direct  and  earnest  co-operation. 

The  way  of  fellowship  is  a  great  and  gracious  high- 
'way.  Only  men  of  great  faith  walk  in  it.  And  as  the 
light  of  God  falls  upon  them  they  know  that  a  divine 
imperative  calls  them  into  it.  We  have  seen  in  how  many 
ways  the  principle  of  the  fellowship  of  moral  and  spir¬ 
itual  light  relates  itself  to  human  experience^  It  is  the 
flight  in  which  individuals  must  live.  It  is  the  light  in 
which  institutions  become  nobly  fruitful.  It  is  the  light 
in  which  nations  are  to  find  their  way  from  old  barbarities 
to  gracious  civilization.  The  Founder  of  Christianity 
put  a  new  principle  into  the  life  of  the  world  when  He 
said,  “I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me,”  and 
when  He  followed  the  word  by  the  deed.  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  creator  of  that  fellowship  which  is  the  hope  of  the 
world. 

Brass  Tacks 

By  John  Andrew  Holmes 

— Preaching  is  human  love  speaking  for  divine  love. 

— ^The  preacher  should  make  the  bread  of  life  out  of 
flour,  not  flowers. 

— Church  etiquette  note:  In  driving  past  a  church  dur¬ 
ing  service,  one  invariably  sounds  the  horn. 

— ^There  are  some  churches  where  a  minister  who  remains 
more  than  a  year  is  run  out  of  town  on  the  charge  of 
loitering. 

— To  make  oneself  great  and  good,  and  then,  molten  with 
fervent  love  for  men,  to  pour  oneself  forth — this  is  preach¬ 
ing  at  its  best. 

— Whatever  is  Christ’s  business  may  be  made  the  business 
of  the  church  and  brought  within  the  mighty  sweep  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ. 

— Those  people  who  hesitate  to  abolish  war  until  they 
can  find  a  moral  equivalent  for  its  heroism  need  look 
no  further  than  brave  preaching. 

— Thrift  Sunday  has  been  proposed  as  if  it  were  an  in¬ 
novation,  whereas  people  have  always  been  more  saving 
at  church  than  at  any  other  time. 
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The  New  Muck-Rake  School  of  Literature 

I® 

With  a  Glance  at  Sinclair  Lewis  as  a  Specimen 

t  . 

By  Fred  Lewis  Pattee 

Professor  of  English  Literature,  Pennsylvania  State  College 


The  so-called  “muck-rake  school”  of  a  generation 
ago,  which  for  a  period  filled  the  magazines  with 
”The  Shame  of  the  Cities,”  “Corrupt  and  Con¬ 
tented,”  and  similar  articles,  had  as  its  justification  the 
old  eighteenth-century  precept  that 

“Vice  to  be  hated  needs  but  to  be  seen.” 

If  the  citizens  really  knew  the  truth,  it  was  argued,  they 
would  rise  in  their  wrath  and  smite  until  their  hands 
clave  to  the  sword.  Not  much  smiting  followed,  to  be 
sure,  but  the  articles,  all  of  them,  were  written  with  the 
need  for  smiting  made  devastatingly  plain.  It  was  the 
last  spasm  of  the  Puritan  conscience. 

It  is  becoming  clear  now  that  another  muck-rake  era 
is  upon  us,  if  it  be  not  already  at  full  tide.  One  has  but 
to  examine  the  spring  books.  And  it  is  a  muck-rake  era 
without  a  vestige  of  reform  intent  or  of  reconstructive 
purpose.  The  new  “school,”  born  for  the  most  part  in 
small  towns  of  the  Middle  West,  trained  in  the  smartness 
and  the  Gomorrah  ethics  of  Baltimore  and  New  York 
City  journalism,  has  puritanism  as  its  devil  and  befouling 
of  its  own  nest  as  its  one  constructive  accomplishment. 
Muck  for  muck’s  sake  it  is  now,  muck  for  entertainment’s 
sake,  the  pitiful  weakness  and  ignorance  and  littleness 
and  filth  of  humanity  held  up  with  the  limelight  upon 
them  for  jeers  and  enjoyment.  And  for  its  motto  read 
this:  “Whatever  things  are  true,  whatever  things  are 
honest,  whatever  things  are  just,  whatever  things  are 
pure,  whatever  things  are  lovely,  whatever  things  are 
of  good  report,”  swat  those  things,  “debunk”  them,  ig¬ 
nore  them:  romance  is  dead,  religious  is  ridiculous,  love 
is  lust,  every  man  has  his  price  and  it’s  small,  God  never 
was,  man  is  a  mere  animal  and  nothing  else — consider 
these  things  and  be  entertained.  Open  your  Americana 
and  laugh. 

“Muck  for  Muck’s  Sake” 

Is  the  statement  too  strong?  Read  “Up  from  Meth¬ 
odism,”  by  Herbert  Asbury  (Up  where?  I  have  failed 
to  find  him.  He  is  not  even  in  “Who’s  Who”)  ;  read  his 
Life  of  Bishop  Asbury,”  whom  he  claims  as  his  great- 
uncle  and  then  befouls;  read  Rupert  Hughes’  “Life  of 
Washington”  with  its  gloating  emphasis  upon  the  worser 
side  of  the  man ;  read  the  new  Comstock  biography,  com¬ 
piled  almost  solely  from  the  caricatures  of  his  period 
to  the  utter  neglect  of  the  really  serious  side  of  the  re¬ 
former,  a  ridiculously  one-sided  volume  and  yet  one  dig¬ 
nified  by  being  placed  as  the  initial  venture  of  the  new 
book  “guild” ;  read  Mencken  passim,  especially  his 
Americana”  department  of  monthly  rakings  by  means 
of  clipping  bureaus  from  the  entire  press  of  America, 
'uth  everything  winnowed  i  out  save  those  scraps  that  tend 
*0  belittle  our  civilization;  read  the  rank  and  file  of  our 
^monthly  list  of  novels ;  read  “Elmer  Gantry,”  by  Sinclair 
l^wis,  the  “leading  novel  of  the  year,”  say  the  publisher’s 
circulars,  a  novel  advertised  like  a  cigarette  or  a  soap, 
the  name  stretching  across  whole  pages  of  newspapers 


and  magazines,  a  novel  chosen  as  the  April  selection  of 
the  “book  a  month  club”  and  piled  in  heaps  into  every 
bookstore  window.  Let  us  take  this  “Elmer  Gantry” 
as  a  type  specimen  of  the  work  of  the  new  muck-rake 
school,  the  school  that  seems  to  know  only  swine  and  has 
but  one  literary  act  that  it  can  perform  with  originality 
and  perfect  technique:  the  butchering  of  these  swine  bn 
the  altars  held  holy  by  whole  races,  and  who  call  the 
gasps  of  horror  that  result  “literary  fame.” 

First  of  all,  the  book  is  not  a  novel  at  all :  it  is  yellow 
journalism;  it  is  the  work  of  a  newspaper  man  set  out 
to  get  a  series  of  “feature  stories”  for  sensational  display 
on  the  front  page  of  the  Sunday  edition.  Viewed  from 
this  standpoint  it  is .  well  done :  there  is  a  “punch”  in 
every  paragraph.  It  was  good  journalism  to  send 
Menc)cen  to  report  the  Tennessee  evolution  trial:  he  could 
liy.er  the  punch;  it  was  good  journalism  to  have  Sin¬ 
clair  Lewis  Bahbittize  in  a  series  of  articles  (for  the  book 
is  not  a  unit,  but  a  collection  of  units — a  series  of  epi¬ 
sodes  each  with  its  own  cast  of  characters)  those  Amer¬ 
ican  institutions  that  would  cause  the  greatest  outcry 
if  they  were  properly  held  up  with  jeers.  It  was  pure 
yellow  journalism  that  was  required.  “Main  Street,”  like 
Anderson’s  “Winesburg,  Ohio”  and  dozens  of  other  small¬ 
town  picturings,  had  been  a  series  of  photographs  of 
hog  pens,  all  of  them  real,  but  to  the  utter  neglect  of  the 
flower  gardens  and  lawns  also  to  be  found  in  the  town, 
and  these  photographs  had  been  so  presented  as  to  imply 
that  everything  everywhere  was  hog-pen.  “Elmer  Gan¬ 
try”  undoubtedly  is  all  true;  a  series  of  notes  might  be 
prepared  verifying  with  actual  cases  every  episode,  but 
the  thing  that  defeats  the  book  and  destroys  its  whole 
effect  is  its  yellow  journalistic  method:  it  presents  but 
one  side  of  Main  Street;  it  tells  only  of  scandals  and 
weaknesses  and  it  tells  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  make 
them  appear  to  be  the  whole  truth.  It  is  a  dramatizing 
of  Mencken’s  Americana,  a  making  of  the  small  percent¬ 
age  appeal  like  the  entire  unit.  And  this  is  the  sin  of 
sins  in  the  literary  world ;  to  practice  it  means  speedy 
oblivion  to  its  practitioner,  means  to  be  forgotten  with 
the  issue  of  the  yellow  journal  that  contained  it.  The 
first  requisite  of  the  novel  is  Truth, — ^Truth. 

Elmer  Gantry  an  Overdone  Marionette 

Again,  in  a  novel  we  demand  living  characters,  not 
automatons,  and  Elmer  Gantry  is  no  more  a  living  man 
than  Sparkplug  is  a  horse.  He  is  a  Frankenstein  mon¬ 
ster  fabricated  of  scraps  from  Mencken’s  Americana 
column  and  from  newspaper  clippings  concerning  the  Hall 
murder  case  and  similar  trials.  At  no  single  point  in  the 
tale  do  we  have  sympathy  with  him — I  mean  the  sym¬ 
pathy  of  comprehension.  He  is  an  overdone  marionette; 
he  is  but  a  frame  to  hang  ministerial  failing  and  mon¬ 
strosities  upon.  And  there  is  Bishop  Townis — ^who  in 
all  America  ever  heard  a  bishop  talk  like  him?  Read  his 
conversation  aloud  to  your  friends  and  hear  them  ex- 
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plode.  shall  laugh  myself  to  death  at  this  puppy¬ 
headed  monster.”  And  the  lady  evangelist  with  her  mys¬ 
tical  upper  room  in  the  Southern  castle — there  is  nothing 
like  it  in  all  literature  or  life  save  in  Augusta  Evans 
Wilson’s  “St,  Elmo.”  What  a  hodge-podge!  A  few  of 
the  minor  characters  are  alive,  like  Lulu,  the  deacon’s 
daughter,  and  her  vigorous  old  father,  but  the  ministers 
are  all  of  them  papier  mach4  images  illustrating  hypoc¬ 
risy,  feebleness  of  intellect,  voicers  of  apostasy,  victims 
of  a  remorseless  machine. 

That  the  book  was  written  for  notoriety  is  evident 
if  one  read  but  the  jacket  of  the  volume.  “The  contro¬ 
versy  aroused  by  ‘Main  Street,’  ”  says  this  flamboyant 
“blurb,”  “was  small  compared  with  the  sensational  dis¬ 
cussion  inherent  in  ‘Elmer  Gantry’ !”  There  lies  the  whole 
matter  in  a  sentence.  To  quote  Jay  House,  the  columnist, 
“Lewis  doesn’t  give  two  whoops  in  a  rain  barrel  what 
the  people  say,  so  long  as  they  say  it.  Very  likely  Mr. 
Lewis  is  a  great  artist.  Certainly  he  is  a  grand  show¬ 
man.”  Truth  indeed.  Unless  he  is  in  the  front-page 
headlines  he  is  in  hell.  To  attain  them  he  will  refuse, 
with  elaborate  gestures  even,  the  grand  prize  of  the  year. 
It  is  precisely  the  same  urge  that  drove  Steve  Brody  to 
jump  from  the  Brooklyn  Bridge.  Where  could  there  be 
a  reaction  comparable  to  that  gained  by  the  implied 
charge  that  aU  Baptist  and  Methodist  preachers  are  lech¬ 
erous  perverts,  drunken,  profane,  insincere,  ignorant ;  that 
all  Christians,  Protestant  and  Catholic  alike,  are  hypo¬ 
crites  and  morons,  in  the  game  simply  because  of  abysmal 
ignorance  or  for  selfish  gratification?  The  vision  that 
he  ascribed  to  Gantry  of  making  himself  a  world  figure, 
causing  bishops  to  squirm  and  even  the  pope  to  turn 
pale,  was  his  own  vision.  He  dreamed  of  doing  what 
Mencken  declares  he  has  done:  “The  book  may  turn  out 
to  be  a  bugle  blast  to  topple  over  the  evangelical  wall, 
now  so  high  and  frowning.  It  may  be  the  bomb  fore¬ 
ordained  to  blow  up  the  citadel.”  With  this  world-shaking 
dream  intoxicating  him,  he  set  out  with  preparations 
worthy  a  general  laying  siege  to  a  city.  It  was  like  a 
special  correspondent  sent  to  work  up  a  “story”  or  a 
young  graduate  starting  to  work  out  a  Ph.D.  thesis. 
He  joins  the  clipping  bureau,  he  surrounds  himself  with 
a  formidable  library,  he  subscribes  for  church  papers,  he 
procures  hymnals  and  Methodist  Disciplines,  and  he  hires 
someone  to  supply  him  with  the  proper  religious  argot 
and  ecclesiastical  realism,  and  then  with  enormous  toil 
— the  herculean  task  impressed  even  Mencken — by  main 
force  he  completed  his  thesis. 

The  Cult  of  the  Sneer 

And  a  thesis  the  book  is,  not  a  novel.  One  feels  often 
the  absence  of  footnotes  verifying  cases.  He  could  use 
as  many  as  did  his  fellow  artist  up  from  Methodism,  in 
his  “Life  of  Asbury”  concoction.  The  book  is  a  thesis: 
the  Bible  is  a  moron  volume  and  Jesus  a  sleight-of-hand 
performer,  who  borrowed  all  His  teachings  and  mixed 
them  lamentably — so  lamentably  indeed  that  the  few  who 
are  up  like  Herbert  Asbury  and  Mencken  and  Lewis  sit 
back  and  laugh  and  jeer  at  His  impotence.  And  to  .float 
this  huge  weight  of  propagandic  prose,  these  whole  chap¬ 
ters  of  exegesis,  and  to  keep  the  story-loving  reader  from 
throwing  down  the  volume  in  despair  of  getting  anywhere 
in  the  tale,  he  was  forced  to  lard  the  story  thick  with 
immorality.  Without  the  huge  animality  and  the  gross 
amours  of  Elmer,  the  book  would  be  intolerable  to  the 
general  reader. 


But  the  exegesis  has  been  the  novelist’s  undoing.  So 
long  as  he  confined  himself  to  the  mistakes  of  Christians 
and  the  human  frailty  of  preachers  he  could  defend  him¬ 
self,  but  when  he  attempts  Biblical  destruction  he  lays 
open  his  whole  right  flank  and  rear.  If  he  has  enemies, 
surely  at  this  point  the  Lord  has  delivered  him  into  their 
hands.  He  has  exposed  his  mentality  and  his  scholar¬ 
ship  to  the  verge  of  indecency.  Those  who  have  lived 
with  college  students  recognize  the  sophomoric  stage  of 
Biblical  criticism.  How  familiar  all  these  questions  are 
to  one  who  has  lived  with  adolescents!  How  long  would 
Lewis  last  with,  say  Bishop  McConnell?  He  has  eyes, 
he  can  see  the  surface  of  life  that  he  wills  to  see,  but 
he  has  little  above  his  eyes  when  it  comes  to  genuine 
thinking.  He  is  voluble  to  the  feminine  degree  of  rattle, 
but  he  is  as  shallow  as  a  brook  over  pebbles.  He  reads 
only  to  secure  confirmatory  material.  What  he  needs 
is  to  leave  the  newspaper  whirl  and  superficiality  and 
sensationalism,  and  to  read  with  contemplation  and  with 
a  view  of  the  whole  case,  a  thing  that  never  for  one  moment 
has  he  ever  done. 


9 


“  Menckenettes  ” 


Something  has  happened  to  the  man.  A  novelist 
should  be  constantly  improving,  and  this  is  the  worst  of 
all  his  creations:  worse  even  than  “Main  Street.”  It  is 
poor  art.  At  times  there  are  flashes  of  power,  but  the 
book  as  a  whole  is  a  slump  and  every  critic  who  is  honest 
thoroughly  knows  it.  What  can  have  happened?  Read 
the  dedication,  “To  H.  L.  Mencken  with  profound  ad¬ 
miration.”  The  secret  is  out.  The  asteroid  has  sailed 
too  near  the  infernal  Baltimore  Jupiter  and  he  has  be¬ 
come  simply  one  of  that  growing  cloud  of  nebula  dust 
that  I  have  called  the  “Menckenettes.”  His  very  style 
has  become  Menckenized,  and  his  manner  of  thinking. 
I  imagine  I  hear  a  hoarse  chuckle  in  the  den  of  the  Balti¬ 
morean.  What  a  fat  fly  to  entangle  in  one’s  web,  this 
best  seller,  this  man  in  the  limelight  next  to  Mencken 
himself !  Of  course  he  reviews  the  book  with  superlatives. 
Of  course  he  will  consider  Elmer  as  typical  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  preacher,  for  he  is  created  after  his  own  pattern 
designed  years  ago,  a  creature  who  mounts  the  pulpit  each 
week  “to  vomit  forth  the  immemorial  bilge  of  his  order” 
while  the  “morons  in  front  of  him  respond  with  hosannas.” 
We  expect  this  of  Mencken  and  we  are  used  to  it,  but 
one  Mencken  in  a  generation  is  positively  all  that  we  can 
endure.  Doubtless  it  is  salutary  to  have  a  jester  in  every 
king’s  court,  and  a  death’s  head  may  sometimes  be  a 
useful  furnishing  for  a  banquet,  but  Menckenettes  are 
intolerable.  And  now  Lewis  steps  up  beside  Herbert 
Asbury. 

The  collapse  of  the  man  is  undoubtedly  the  chief  lit¬ 
erary  tragedy  of  the  year.  The  book  does  not  arouse 
in  me  the  fighting  spirit  as  I  expected  it  would,  nor  does 
it  alarm  me  in  the  least  as  to  its  effect  upon  the  church: 
is  too  extreme  to  be  dangerous.  So  eager  has  he  been 
to  create  a  sensation  that  he  has.  loaded  both  barrels  to 
the  muzzle  and  the  result  has  been  the  bursting  of  the 
gun.  Rather  has  it  brought  me  a  feeling  of  pity.  There 
was  a  time  when  I  believed  that  Lewis  had  it  in  him  to 
write  the  novel  that  we  so  sadly  need,  the  great  work  of 
art  that  will  be  commensurate  with  what  America  really 
is,  a  work  of  art  that  we  may  show  with  pride  to  Europe 
and  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  dream  is  over  now,  but , 
let  us  not  revile  the  man.  Let  us  rather 

“Walk  backward,  with  averted  gaze 
And  hide  the  shame.” 
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Liberia  Conference 

By  Miss  Anna  E.  Hall 


The  ninety-fourth  session  of  the  Liberia  Annual 
Conference  convened  at  Grand  Cess,  Maryland 
County,  Liberia,  West  Africa,  January  27-31 
1927,  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair,  LL.D.,  presiding. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  10  A.  M. 
After  devotional  exercises,  conducted  by  the  bishop,  he^ 
assisted  by  F.  A.  Price,  R.  V.  Richards,  J.  T.  Dayrell, 
and  W.  B.  Williams,  district  superintendents,  adminis¬ 
tered  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  L.  W.  Wah, 
secretary  of  the  last  Conference,  called  the  roll.  Several 
of  the  brethren  were  absent,  due  to  distance  and  incon¬ 
venience  of  travel.  J.  D.  Johnson  was  reported  as  having 
died  during  the  year.  The  Rev.  T.  E.  Ward,  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Monrovia,  was  unable 
to  be  present  because  of  the  illness  of  his  wife.  He  had 
taken  her  to  Cape  Coast,  Gold  Coast,  for  medical  treat¬ 
ment.  She  was  reported  improving. 

The  Organization— L.  W.  Wah  was  elected  secretary; 
G.  E.  Nuckles  and  J.  O.  W.  Garber,  assistants;  J.  E. 
Padnrore,  statistical  secretary  ;  J.  D.  Brent  and  J.  R. 
Harris,  assistants;  J.  T.  Kink,  treasurer;  N.  B.  Whit¬ 
field  and  J.  N.  F.  Russ,  assistants. 

The  district  superintendents  reported  the  work  of 
their  districts  in  fair  condition.  All  things  considered, 
they  felt  wo  were  holding  our  own  and  making  some  little 
progress.  Several  of  the  charges— First  Church,  Mon¬ 
rovia,  and  Mt.  Scott,  Harper — had  been  blessed  with  gra¬ 
cious  revivals,  which  left  them  in  good  spiritual  condition. 

Brumskine,  a  promising  young  man,  was  received 

on  trial. 

The  evening  program  consisted  of  welcomes.  The 
principal  address  was  delivered  by  Chief  Jack,  a  very 
remarkable  character.  His  address  was  inspiring.  He 
spoke  in  the  Kru  dialect  with  enthusiasm.  Chief  Jack 
had  been  interpreter  for  Bishop  Taylor  and  is  still  a  de¬ 
vout  Methodist.  His  wife,  the  chief  lady  of  the  town,  is 
president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid.  Following  him  were  ad¬ 
dresses  by  P.  F.  Simpson  and  other  government  officials. 

This  being  the  first  time  a  Conference  was  held  in  a 
native  town,  our  native  brethren  were  at  their  best  to  make 
tlie  members  of  the  Conference  comfortable  and  happy. 
They  deserve  much  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
responded  to  the  call  of  their  district  superintendent,  W 
B.  Williams. 

Sunday  was  a  high  day.  At  6  A,  M.,  love  feast  was 
conducted  by  N.  B.  Whitfield  and  T.  V.  Cummins;  at  11 
A.  M.  the  bishop  preached  to  a  crowded  house;  music 
was  furnished  by  the  native  vested  choir.  They  sang  in 
their  native  Kru  tongue;  the  harmony  was  exceptional. 
The  collection  was  $265,  which  went  to  their  building 
fund.  This  year  they  will  build  a  new  church  costing 
$4,500;  already  they  have  raised  $2,650.  This  native 
church  has  about  600  members.  In  the  afternoon  the  fol¬ 
lowing  brethren  were  ordained  deacons :  D.  J.  Robertson, 

A.  T.  Savage,  and  C.  W.  Williams.  The  services  through¬ 
out  the  day  were  seasons  of  spiritual  refreshing  from  the 
Lord. 

Mrs.  Clair’s  presence  was  an  inspiration  to  the  women. 
Her  interest  in  the  work  was  very  evident. 

The  reports  of  the  missionaries  were  full  of  interest 
and  encouraging.  In  many  of  them  were  high  spots  of 


success.  The  Conference  is  beginning  to  pay  special  at¬ 
tention  to  the  work  of  education.  The  following  are  our 
important  schools:  St.  Paul  River  Industrial  Institute, 
C.  H.  Henry,  principal;  College  of  West  Africa  and 
Stokes  Bible  Training  School,  R.  L.  Embree,  president ; 
Hartzell  Academy,  J.  T.  Daryell,  principal;  Sinoe  River 
Industrial  Institute,  L.  W.  Wah,  principal;  Nana  Kru 
Mission  School,  Mrs.  N.  W.  W.  Williams,  principal ;  Gar- 
raway  Mission  and  Station,  Miss  Anna  E.  Hall,  superin¬ 
tendent  ;  Cape  Palmas  Seminary,  Miss  Rosa  E.  Lee,  prin¬ 
cipal,  These  are  all  doing  a  splendid  work,  but  could  do 
much  better  if  more  adequately  supported.  Thousands 
of  young  men  and  women  in  Liberia  are  begging  for  a 
chance,  but  our  equipment  will  not  permit  us  to  do  more. 
The  new  Hartzell  Academy  is  nearing  completion.  The 
walls  are  up,  the  roof  is  on,  and  the  windows  are  in.  The 
inside  work  is  yet  to  be  done.  A  little  more  help  from  the 
home  field  will  greatly  encourage  the  people  and  we  will 
have  here  a  beautiful  building,  worth  $25,000.  The 
ground,  worth  $4,500,  was  donated  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Doun- 
noum,  commonwealth  commissioner.  He  is  a  loyal  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Lower  Bu¬ 
chanan.  The  people  are  ready  and  willing  to  do  for  them¬ 
selves,  but  they  need  our  help.  They  are  standing,  look¬ 
ing  toward  Christian  America,  saying, .  “Come  over  and 
help  us.” 

This  year  the  Cox  Memorial  Building,  College  of  West 
Africa,  will  be  erected.  This  will  be  the  best  school  build¬ 
ing  in  the  entire  republic,  occupying  a  prominent  site  in 
the  city  of  Monrovia.  When  completed  it  will  be  the  pride 
of  Liberian  Methodism.  These  two  buildings  are  to  be 
dedicated  when  the  bishop  is  holding  the  next  session. 

Ganta  is  our  far  interior  station.  It  is  planted  in 
the  midst  of  200,000  native  people  who  will  be  looking  to 
this  mission  for  their  educational  and  religious  training 
in  the  years  to  come.  Our  plan  is  to  develop  this  mission 
on  a  very  large  scale.  The  Rev.  H.  T.  Miller  is  in  charge. 

Already  the  attention  of  the  people  is  being  attracted 
to  this  work,  though  we  have  scarcely  begun,  Liberia 
means  opportunity  and  responsibility. 

The  appointments  of  the  Conference  follow: 

BASSA  DISTRICT 
T.  J.  Kino,  Dist.  8upt. 

P.  O.,  Lower  Buchanan,  Liberia 

supply.  Edina,  J.  J.  Johnson.  Farminirtoh, 

J.  S.  Dickerson.  Fortsville,  M.  F.  Parker.  Harlandsville  and  Cam¬ 
phor  Memorial,  J.  T.  Innis,  supply.  Hartford,  A.  A.  Pierre,  supply. 
Kitikpo,  J.  D.  Striker.  Lower.  Buchanan:  First  Church,  J.  D.  John- 
^n,  supply;  Krutown,  S.  D.  Sottro,  supply.  New  Sottro,  J.  H 
Deputie.  Paynesbury,  W.  P.  L.  Brumskine.  River  Cess,  J.  A. 
Washin^on,  supply.  Sanquin,  J.  S.  Jellity,  supply.  Timbo  and 
Grand  Colloh,  D.  J.  Robertson,  supply.  Upper  Buchanan,  C.  F. 
Innis. 

CAPE  PALMAS  DISTRICT 
D.  D.  Starks,  Bi»t.  Supt. 

P.  O.,  Harper,  Cape  Palmas,  Liberia,  West  Africa 
Barraka  and  Stations:  J.  R.  Harris,  Thos.  Newton,  George 
Stephens,  Ross  Taylor.  El-Bethel:  A.  R.  Harmon,  supply;  S.  B. 
Bowman,  Danlet  Neal.  Garraway:  Toy  Tabernacle,  Bestman  Ko- 
lenky,  supply;  Training  School  and  Stations:  Annie  E.  Hall,  supply; 
Claris  O.  Lewis,  matron;  Mary  Johnson,  Clara  Harmon,  Donald 
Kolenky,  George  Purser,  Jas.  Wilson,  John  Coffee,  Timothy  Toe, 
Paul  Smith,  Glascow  Dosla.  Grand  Cess  and  Stations:  J.  O  W 
Garber,  Dan.  D.  Tweeby.  Harper:  Potter  Memorial,  C.  H.  Camp¬ 
bell,  supply;  Mt.  Scott,  D.  D.  Starks;  C.  E.  Gibson,  superintendent’s 
Msistant;  Tuskegee,  T.  N.  Twieh.  Mt.  Tubman,  C.  W.  WiUiams. 
Picanmi  Cess  and  Stations,  W.  B.  Geebey.  Plebo,  J.  K.  Starks, 
John  N-imley.  Wedabo,  J.  F.  Yancy.  Cape  Palmas  Seminary.  Rosa 
E.  Lee,  principal. 
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and  Kadenda,  J.  E.  Sims.  Clay  Ashland,  P.  T.  Barker.  *Cro8lerville, 
J.  E.  Padmore.  Gardnersville,  J.  H.  Marshall,  supply.  Johnson ville, 
A.  L.  Williams.  Marshall,  to  be  supplied.  Millsburg,  J.  A.  Clarke, 
supply.  Monrovia:  First  Church,  T.  E.  Ward;  Patton  Memorial, 
C.  S.  Sanso.  New  Georgia,  J.  A.  Wilson.  Owens  Grove,  M.  B. 
Gordon,  supply.  Paynesville,  W.  N.  Ross,  supply.  Robertsport, 
R.  W.  Gordon,  supply.  Robertsville,  to  be  supplied.  Sasstown  and 
Fendell,  J.  D.  Brent.  Talla,  G.  N.  Emmons.  Virginia,  to  be  sup¬ 
plied.  White  Plains  and  Harrisburg,  R.  R.  Sims. 

SANAQUELLI  DISTRICT 
H.  T.  Mili-eh,  Dist.  8upt. 

P.  O.,  Monrovia,  Liberia,  West  Africa 
Ganta  Mission:  H.  T.  Miller,  Dr.  C.  W.  Harley,  Kate  W.  Miller, 
Winifred  J.  Harley.  Tappitown,  T.  V.  Cummins. 

J.  A.  Dingwall,  superintendent  Government  Hospital;  member 
First  Church  Quarterly  Conference,  Monrovia. 

J.  T.  Dayrell,  principal  Hartzell  Academy;  member  First  Church 
Quarterly  Conference,  Lower  Buchanan. 

Missionaries  on  furlough:  Hattie  Hooks,  Virgil  Adams,  Myrtle 
W.  Adams,  F.  S.  J.  Robertson,  L.  J.  Price,  F.  A.  Price. 


KRU  COAST  DISTRICT 
W.  B.  WiixiAMs,  DUt.  8upt. 

P.  O.,  Greenville,  Sinoe,  Liberia,  West  Africa 
Anoaka,  Jos.  Tipley,  supply.  Betu,  to  be  supplied.  Bluntsville 
and  Louisiana,  C.  H.  Railey,  supply.  Big  Fishtown,  to  be  supplied. 
Bolo:  Beach,  J.  C.  Weak,  supply;  Bush,  J.  S.  Doe,  supply.  Calvert 
Webb,  C.  S.  Fineah,  supply.  Dewh,  G.  B.  Robertson,  Ebenezer, 
J.  S.  Bollo,  supply.  Greenville:  First  Church,  N.  B.  Whitfield;  Kru- 
town,  J.  N.  F.  Russ.  Jacktown,  L.  W.  Wah.  Lexington,  to  be 
supplied.  Martha  Nah,  J.  S.  Nabeh.  Nana  Kru:  Asbury,  J.  N. 
Natt,  supply;  Mary  L.  Allen  Memorial,  M.  W.  Williams,  supply. 
Plymouth,  R.  G.  Tobah.  Sasstown:  Delaware  Avenue,  G.  W.  Natt; 
Newtown,  J.  J.  Jerreh.  Sobobo,  Ben  Nua,  supply.  Wah  Country, 
to  be  supplied.  Wahteh  and  Stations,  to  be  supplied.  Webahtown, 
Peter  Jipley,  supply.  Wissipo,  A.  T.  Savage. 

MONTSERRADO  DISTRICT 
R.  V.  Richards,  Digt.  8upt. 

P.  O.,  Monrovia,  Liberia,  West  Africa 
Bensonville,  to  be  supplied.  Brewerville,  J.  H.  Davis.  Bushrod 
Island,  Z.  N.  Brown,  supply.  Caldwell,  G.  E.  Nuckles.  Careysburg 


Conquest  of  Coal  Field  Church 

By  the  Rev.  Arthur  D.  Williams,  A.M.,  S.T.B. 


Three  and  one  half  years  ago  the  East  Tennessee  ers  as  assistants  to  the  pastor,  organize  the  first  radio 
Conference  gave  me  an  appointment  to  the  coal  concert  hour,  promote  the  first  daily  vacation  Bible 
field  charge,  Pocahontas,  Va.  A  minister  who  had  school,  supported  in  part  by  the  State  Board  of  Educa- 
served  another  church  in  the  same  town  sent  word  by  tion,  deserves  a  right  to  live,  and  to  the  glory  of  God 
my  father  that  if  I  could  stay  in  Pocahontas,  then  tor-  deserves  a  good  name!  Dr.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  of  the 
ment  would  not  be  unknown  to  me,  for  this  town  was  Board  of  Home  Missions,  in  his  annual  report  concern- 
one  step  this  side  the  city  of  tlic  dead,  and  one  step  be-  ing  this  church,  said:  “Their  daily  vacation  Bible  school 

was  the  best  in  our  entire  rural  work.  A  four-room 

. school  building  was  used  for  this  purpose,  and  during 

the  two  summer  sessions  of  the  school  eight  teachers 
were  regularly  employed.” 

!  The  Yale  Divinity  School’s  religious 

I  lowship  invited  the  pastor  to  relate  this  pioneering  en- 

Perhaps  the  two  features 
were  the  first  success- 


■  terprise  during  last  December, 

which  have  gained  greatest  praise 
ful  miners’  welfare  conference,  and  the  securing  of  an 
absolute  deed  to  the  church  site. 

The  occasion  for  the  conference  grew  out  of  a  re¬ 
search  made  by  the  pastor  in  an  effort  to  obtain  data 
on  the  social,  economic,  and  religious  life  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  miner. 

An  exhaustive  search  showed  that  there  was  little 
or  no  literature  or  facts  available  in  this  desired  field. 
The  miners’  conference  brought  together  many  of  the 
nation’s  leaders  of  church  and  statecraft.  These  lead¬ 
ers  for  the  greater  part  of  one  week  worked  on  nine  re¬ 
spective  commissions.  Their  findings  were  arresting  and 
awakening.  Among  the  facts  which  were  clearly  shown 
were  that  the  church  buildings  were  more  uninspiring 
than  those  among  any  other  large  industrial  or  rural 
group.  Another  concomitant  observation  was  that  where 
the  churches  are  unsightly,  the  homes  of  its  constituents 
are  degraded  in  appearance.  The  answer  to  why  the 

_ '  •  ’  _ property  was  below  the  average  lay  in  the  fact  that  in 

this  non-union  field,  for  reasons  altogether  obvious,  all 
yond  the  city  of  the  devil.  Each  day  in  the  more  than  of  the  property  is  controlled  by  the  mining  interests,  who 

a  thousand  days  in  this  field  has  justified  my  question-  usually  give  the  churches  ground  with  reservations  against 

ing  the  good  judgment  of  this  otherwise  good  man.  being  used  for  any  other  than  religious  purposes — not 

A  church  that  can  consistently  pay  its  full  benev-  to  be  sold,  and  all  mineral  rights  reserved.  The  boards 

olent  apportionment  within  less  than  one  month  after  of  the  respective  churches  cannot  grant  aid  to  strug- 
Conference,  as  this  church  has  done,  is  not  dead!  A  gling  churches  under  these  conditions.  The  people 
church  that  can  increase  its  membership  seventy-five  per  anxious  for  a  place  in  which  to  worship  very  often,  with 
cent  in  this  time  is  not  going  into  the  hands  of  the  re-  little  or  no  aid,  and  incompetent  builders,  erected  houses 
ceiver.  A  church  of  116  members,  none  wealthy,  or  of  worship  of  a  very  poor  type.  They  are  sometimes 
listed  as  professionals,  that  can  support  two  social  work-  without  chimneys. 
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It  was  again  found  that  while  the  miners  were  among 
our  best  paid  unskilled  workers,  they  had  less  in  economic 
values  to  show  for  their  labor. 

™  It  was  also  shown  that  whereas  the  miners  were  among 
the  most  responsive  laborers  to  benevolent  appeals,  there 
had  been  less  done  for  them  in  the  way  of  developing 
an  adequate  religious  program  than  for  any  of  our  in¬ 
dustrial  groups. 

Many  other  corresponding  problems  were  uncovered. 
Suffice  to  say,  the  challenge  had  been  given  the  church. 
The  next  step  to  take  was  to  have  a  survey  made  of  our 
parish.  This  gave  us  a  grasp  on  the  problems,  and  at 
once  our  work  was  begun.  Before  long,  men  of  the  na¬ 
tion:  Bishop  W.  P.  Thirkield;  Governor  E.  Lee  Trinkle, 
Richmond,  Va. ;  Congressman  Geo.  C.  Peery,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.;  Drs.  B.  J.  Martin,  Bluefield,  W.  Va.;  I. 
Garland  Penn,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  N.  I>.  Shamborguer, 
Chicago,  Ill.;  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Fred 
H.  Butler,  Chicago,  Ill.;  J.  S.  Hill,  Tennessee,  together 
with  a  long  list  of  judges,  lawyers,  physicians,  and  min¬ 
isters,  visited  the  field  and  gave  this  work  their  endorse¬ 
ment. 

The  past  December  17,  1926,  will  be  recorded  in 
^  whatever  progress  the  church  makes  in  the  coal  field 
^^as  an  epochal  day.  It  was  on  the  said  date  that  our 
church,  through  the  vigorous  efforts  of  Messrs.  James 
Ellwood  Jones,  general  manager  of  the  Pocahontas  Fuel 
Corporation;  W.  A.  Bishop,  the  chief  engineer,  and 
Robert  Wallace,  local  superintendent,  secured  the  first 
fee  simple  absolute  deed,  rated  by  the  New  York  Trust 
Company  as  a  $10,000  transaction.  Two  months  later 
finds  our  church  razed  to  the  ground  and  every  effort 
organized  in  our  drive  for  a  modem  institutional  church, 
with  a  staff  of  workers  who  are  determined  to  carry  on 
the  conquest  of  the  church  until  the  American  coal  fields 
are  won  to  Christ. 

Miss  Hall  Writes  from  Africa 

'‘Not  for  Ourselves,  But  for  Others"^ 

Ganaway  Mission,  Cape  Palmas,  Liberia. 

December  27,  1926. 

^My  Dear  Dr.  King — 

For  fear  you  and  our  many  friends  who  read  the 
Southwestern  will  think  we  are  sleeping  over  here,  we 
want  to  let  them  know  we  are  not. 

Our  District  Conference  of  Cape  Palmas  was  held 
as  usual  in  our  church  at  Lubmantown.  The  unusual  and 
what  was  not  so  much  as  dreamed  of,  neither  had  it  en¬ 
tered  into  the  heart  of  man,  that  an  automobile  would 
call  at  the  seminary  and  take  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Missionary  Ladies’  Aid  president,  and  drive  regard¬ 
less  of  speed  limit,  and  in  ten  minutes  slow  down  at  the 
church  door.  This  really  happened.  The  superintend¬ 
ent  of  Maryland  Co.,  in  the  person  of  Hon.  A.  Yancy, 
took  his  car  and  did  this.  It’s  due  to  his  untiring  efforts 
that  we  have  the  good  road  over  which  his  car  can  go. 
How  different  to  my  trip  down  from  Ganaway  by  ham- 
|nock  the  day  before !  I  wonder  if  former  district  super¬ 
intendents  ever  dreamed  of  such? 

The  devotions  were  conducted  by  the  district  super- 
^tendent.  Rev.  F.  A.  Price.  “Led  By  the  Spirit”  was 
he  keynote.  The  holy  communion  was  administered  by 
the  superintendent,  assisted  by  the  elders  and  ordained 
nunisters. 


The  roll  was  called.  Three  had  answered  the  roll 
call  up  yonder:  Prof.  James  B.  Gray,  the  first  secretary 
of  the  Conference ;  the  Rev.  W.  Johnson,  and  Charles 
Richards.  Memorial  services  were  held  for  these,  Sun¬ 
day,  P.  M, 

OflScers  were  elected,  and  the  business  of  the'  Con¬ 
ference  was  taken  up.  The  reports  were  good.  Not  any¬ 
thing  startling  in  numbers  of  conversions  and  in  financial 
efforts,  but  there  is  a  steady  increase.  Two  hundred 
dollars  were  raised  to  supply  the  cut  and  help  with  self- 
support  work. 

The  passing  of  characters  and  renewing  of  licenses 
was  the  work  of  Saturday,  P.  M.  Sunday  was  a  high 
day.  The  love  feast  was  a  good  old-fashioned  one.  At 
eleven.  District  Superintendent  Price  preached  to  a 
packed  house.  In  the  P.  M.,  the  Pentecostal  consecra¬ 
tion  service,  as  well  as  the  memorial  service,  prepared 
us  for  the  evening  service.  The  District  Superintendent 
made  the  altar  call.  The  young  men  came,  and  soon 
the  altar  was  crowded.  The  dear  Lord  met  us,  then  the 
power  came,  and  men  and  women  fell.  It  seems  they  were 
swept  from  the  altar.  They  came  up  praising  God !  The 
meetings  were  already  going  on  in  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Cape  Palmas.  It  seems  the  whole 
city  was  moved,  and  many  precious  souls  have  been  saved, 
baptized,  and  added  to  the  churches. 

The  Southwestern  was  represented,  and  one  half  dozen 
names  were  given.  I  am  waiting  for  the  cash  so  as  to 
send  them  in. 

Despite  the  “cut”  and  other  drawbacks,  our  district 
is  alive  and  active.  We  are  trying  to  help  ourselves  where 
we  can.  Self-help  is  a  household  word  now,  and  all  are 
trying;  in  some  instances  the  effort  is  very  feeble. 

The  dear  Lord  is  very  good.  The  Rev.  Price  has 
the  work  of  district  superintendent,  doctor,  acting  pastor, 
and  our  mission  treasurer,  and  so  is  kept  busy.  The 
Lord  is  blessing  us.  There  is  much  to  be  done. 

Pray  you  for  laborers  in  this  field. 

Yours  “in  His  name,” 

Anna  E.  Hall. 


Stirring  Substantial  Campaign 
for  Greater  Morgan  College 

A  ftER  hearing  the  masterly  report  frwn  Dr.  Albert 
J.  Mitchell,  financial  field  secretary  for  Morgan 
College,  the  Washington  Conference,  which  met 
in  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  and  Delaware  Conference,  which 
met  in  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  took  unanimous  action  re¬ 
cently  to  organize  an  intensive  collection  campaign  to 
raise  immediately  $100,000  from  the  communities  which 
comprise  the  territory  of  these  two  Conferences. 

The  dates  of  May  8-16  have  been  fixed  by  both  Con¬ 
ferences,  and  will  be  known  as  “Victory  Week  for  Morgan 
College.”  All  subscribers  are  urged  to  pay  out  their 
subscriptions  before  the  end  of  May  16.  A  pilgrimage 
is  planned  to  the  college  on  May  16,  at  11  A.  M.,  when 
it  is  hoped  that  a  sufficient  amount  will  be  reported  on 
the  pledges  and  from  other  cash  collected  to  meet  the 
condition  of  the  General  Education  Board.  The  organi¬ 
zation  will  take  shape  under  Bishops  McDowell,  of  the 
Washington  Area;  Berry,  of  the  Philadelphia  Area; 
Clair,  of  the  Covington  Area,  and  the  district  superin¬ 
tendents  and  pastors  of  both  Conferences. 


S34 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


A  large  organization  of  laymen  will  be  effected  in 
every  community,  and  the  collection  program  will  go  on 
simultaneously  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  and  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  success  of  this  campaign  will  mean  a  greater 
Morgan. 

Claflin  University  Day 

Held  in  Neva  York  at  St.  Mark's  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Alumni  Start  Movement  for  Greater  Claflin 

By  Cleveland  G.  Allen 

HE  first  annual  Claflin  University  Day  to  be  held  in 
this  city  took  place  on  Sunday  afternoon,  April  3,  at 
St.  Mark’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
started  the  movement  by  the  alumni  of  this  city  for  a 
“Greater  Claflin,”  that  will  rank  in  the  class  of  A-grade 
colleges.  The  meeting  was  sponsored  by  the  New  York 
Club  of  Claflin  University,  and  was  under  the  auspices 
of  the  St.  Mark’s  lyceum. 

The  meeting  brought  together  for  the  first  time  in  a 
public  meeting  former  students  and  graduates  of  Claflin, 
and  was  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  gatherings  ever  held 
by  graduates  of  any  institution  of  the  race.  It  showed 
the  spirit  of  Claflinites,  and  their  willingness  to  rally 
to  the  call  of  alma  mater. 

A  touching  feature  of  the  meeting  was  the  tribute  paid 
to  Dr.  W.  M.  Dunton,  who  served  the  university  as  presi¬ 
dent  for  forty-three  years,  and  who  is  still  president  emeri¬ 
tus.  George  W.  Hodges,  president  of  the  lyceum,  and 
former  student  of  Claflin,  told  of  the  part  that  the  in¬ 
stitution  played  in  the  development  of  the  leadership  of 
the  race. 

The  principal  address  was  delivered  by  T.  A.  Dixon, 
of  the  Northeastern  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  the 
president  of  the  New  York  Club  of  Claflin  University. 
He  traced  the  growth  and  development  of  Claflin  from 
its  beginning  in  1869,  and  told  of  the  wide  influence  that 
it  has  had  upon  the  lives  of  graduates  and  students.  He 
said  that  Claflin  had  sent  forth  over  2,000  graduates, 
who  were  holding  their  ground.  He  said  that  the  school 
had  had  only  three  presidents.  He  praised  Dr.  Dunton, 
and  said  that  his  labors,  together  with  those  of  Mrs.  Dun¬ 
ton,  had  endeared  them  to  all  Claflinites.  He  told  of  the 
ambition  of  Dr.  Dunton  to  see  Claflin  become  a  standard 
college,  and  said  that  is  the  hope  of  every  Claflinite.  He 
told  of  the  work  that  the  New  York  Club  will  do  to  as¬ 
sist  in  that  effort. 

Musical  numbers  on  the  program,  all  given  by  Claflin 
graduates,  were :  vocal  solo,  Charles  Williams ;  piano  solo. 
Miss  Reba  McClain;  vocal  solo,  Miss  Lulu  Hunt,  former 
director  of  music;  piano  solo,  Mr.  DeYampert;  vocal 
solo,  Jacob  Williams;  and  vocal  solo,  S.  C.  Thompson. 
Mrs.  Katie  Marshall  Barr,  a  former  member  of  the  fac¬ 
ulty,  was  present  at  the  meeting.  Claflin  is  now  seeking 
an  endowment  of  $300,000,  and  is  conducting  a  campaign 
to  that  end.  The  officers  of  the  Claflin  Club  in  New  York 
are:  T.  A.  Dixon,  president;  Miss  Ada  Dore,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Miss  Lulu  Hunt,  recording  secretary;  Mrs.  Ger¬ 
trude  Coleman,  corresponding  secretary;  James  Wil¬ 
liams,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Lillian  Rector,  chairman  of  the 
program  committee;  and  Cleveland  G.  Allen,  director  of 
publicity. 

NEW  TOEK  CITY. 


28,  1927 


Deathblow  to  Our  Methodism 
in  the  West 

By  the  Rev.  M.  T.  Reeves  ® 


George  R.  smith  college  should  be  rebuilt, 

and  that  at  once,  by  all  means.  The  peculiar 
circumstances  surrounding  us  as  ministers  and 
laymen  of  this  section  of  the  country  makes  a  building 
plan  at  George  R.  Smith  College  more  imperative  every 
day,  and  this  intense  feeling  and  growing  sentiment  of 
the  mass  of  the  public,  both  in  and  out  of  our  church,  is 
embarrassing  us  in  many  ways.  In  a  short  while  it  will 
embarrass  us  in  raising  our  World  Service  and  other 
church  claims.  Many  of  our  laymen  are  asking  now, 
“What  about  George  R.  Smith  College?”  and  adding.  “I 
don’t  care  about  giving  so  much  to  World  Service  until 
I  hear  something  Jibout  what  they  are  going  to  do  about 
our  college.” 

And  this  situation  will  grow  more  serious  as  time  goes 
on.  This  is  an  age  of  democracy.  The  day  of  taxation 
without  representation  is  past.  If  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  going  to  do 
anything  toward  rebuilding  the  college,  or  intend  giving 
the  patronizing  territory  a  program,  the  sooner  it  is  doncfH 
will  be  the  better.  The  delay  is  causing  unrest  in  the"** 
church.  It  seriously  embarrasses  every  pastor  in  the 
two  Conferences — the  Central  Missouri  and  Lincoln  Con¬ 
ferences — and  virtually  is  tying  the  hands  of  every  loyal 
layman.  Why  keep  us  in  suspense?  Why  not  come 
straight  across  with  a  flat  “yes”  or  “no”?  As  it  is,  we 
are  like  a  stranded  seaman  on  a  lonely  island,  bewildered 
and  forlorn,  watching  and  waiting  for  a  ship  to  heave  in 
sight  to  rescue  him  from  his  peril.  We  are  sure  no  fair- 
minded  man  or  woman  could  or  would  blame  us  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  great  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  pro¬ 
testing;  and,  in  fact,  it  would  be  a  reflection  on  our 
manhood  and  womanhood  not  to  say  anything  about  our 
race  or  church  pride  if  we  did  not  contend  with  all  of  our 
powers  for  the  rebuilding  of  our  college. 

Right  here  in  Missouri  there  is  a  Missouri  Wesleyan, 
the  Central  Wesleyan,  and  the  Ozark  Wesleyan  Colleges, 
and  in  a  short  time  there  will  be  the  great  Lincoln  and 
Lee  University  at  Kansas  City  for  our  white  Methodism^j 
Now  we  do  not  envy  them,  we  doff  our  hats  to  them  foi^W 
the  great  interest  they  are  taking  in  the  education  of 
their  children  and  for  the  fostering  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  for  their  group.  Now  in  the  face  of  all  this,  should 
we  not  have  at  least  one  little  ewe  lamb  in  the  educational 
field  to  which  we  could  send  our  children  for  a  Christian 
education? 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  Missouri  has  her  great  State 
university,  every  denomination  of  any  considerable  num¬ 
bers  has  its  church  school  for  the  Christian  training  of 
its  youth.  Therefore  we  do  not  believe  that  members  of 
the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  as  a  whole  know  all  the  facts  in  the  case  con¬ 
cerning  the  educational  conditions  of  this  section  of  the 
country,  and  the  great  and  urgent  need  of  rebuilding 
George  R.  Smith  College  at  once. 

May  the  Board  of  Education  untie  our  hands  and  let 
us  go.  In  a  time  like  this  we  need  men.  Every  man  i# 
the  Central  Missouri  and  Lincoln  Conferences  sho 
pray,  work,  and  give  and  use  his  influence  to  realize  ti 
benign  accomplishment  for  God  and  humanity. 


April  28,  1927 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

IimavATiovAi.  Sam 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
PETER  AND  THE  RISEN  LORD 

SECOND  QUARTER.  LESSON  VI.  MAY  8 


Scripture  Lesson — John  20.  1-10;  21.  1-28. 

Had  Jesus  been  willing  to  defend  Himself 
with  the  sword,  all  eleven  of  His  disciples 
would  have  fought  with  and  for  Him  and, 
if  die  they  must,  to  die  with  Him.  They 
would  have  been  willing  to  die  fighting,  but 
not  to  die  as  sheep.  Their  spirit  was  not  the 
spirit  of  Jesus — he  was  the  Lamb,  they  would 
be  the  Hon— He  would  fight  with  truth,  with 
reason,  with  moral  and  spiritual  persuasion; 
they  would  fight  with  fists,  with  sticks,  with 
swords.  He  was  willing  to  be  a  martyr  for 
truth,  being  fully  persuaded  that  if  truth 
and  justice  should  be  defeated  in  Him,  it 
would  be  only  a  temporary  defeat — it  would 
rise  again  to  conquer.  He  identified  Himself 
with  truth.  They  were  but  partially  armed— 
there  were  two  swords  among  them.  Jesus 
had  said  these  were  suflicient.  They  expected 
Him  to  use  these  miraculously  to  destroy 
whatever  enemy  should  come  against  Him. 
When  the  enemy  came  the  armed  disciples 
asked  whether  they  should  begin  the  attabk; 
^^nd  before  the  answer  came  Jeter  wieldeR 
vhis  sword.  But  Jesus  stopped  him.  They 
saw  but  two  alternatives— fight  or  flee.  J^ 
sus  would  not  permit  them  to  fight,  so  they 
fled.  They  simply  did  not  understand  Jesus. 
And  Jesus  knew  that  they  did  not  under¬ 
stand.  But  He  had  to  leave  it  to  His  Father 
to  reveal  it  to  them  (John  16.  12-14).  This 
was  one  reason  why  He  had  such  great  faith 
in  what  they  would  become  in  spite  of  what 
He  knew  them  to  be.  He  knew  that  they 
loved  Him  as  a  man;  but  did  they  have  any 
rational  and  contemplative  love  for  the  prin¬ 
ciples  for  which  He  stood?  His  greatest 
faitli  was  in  Peter — I  suppose  because  of 
Peter’s  remarkable  ability  for  leadership. 
And  it  seems  that  after  Jesus’  death  the  other 
disciples  were  quite  willing  to  follow  Peter’s 
leadership.  They  assembled  from  time  to 
time  to  discuss  what  they  should  do.  On 
one  of  these  occasions  Peter  decided  that  he 
was  going  back  to  his  old  trade— fishing,  and 
the  others  present  were  willing  to  follow  him 
in  this.  We  can  see,  therefore,  why  Christ 
selected  Peter  for  questioning  and  exhorting 
m  our  present  lesson.  He  had  not  doubted 
the  love  of  any  of  them  because  they  had 
forsaken  Him.  But  even  their  leader  doesn’t 
seem  to  understand  how  to  show  his  love. 
Peter,  said  He,  do  you  love  the  principles 
^Tor  which  I  stand  (that  meaning  is  carried 
by  the  Greek  word  which  He  used  for  “love”) 
more  than  these  other  disciples  do,  or  more 
than  you  love  these  fishing  tackles  (the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  “these”  is  not  clear  either  in  the 
Greek  or  English)?  Peter  replied  that  he 
loved  H\m  (that  meaning  is  carried  by  the 
Greek  word  which  Peter  used  for  “love”). 
Well,  feed  my  lambs,  said  Christ.  Again, 

“0  you  love  the  principles  for  which  I  stand 
-maybe  you  say  you  don’t  love  “these”  or 
these  don’t  love  Me,  and  any  love  for  Me 
would  be  more  than  “these”?  Again  Peter 
cplicd  as  before.  Well,  tend  my  sheep. 
And  again.  Well,  do  you  love  Me?  Peter 
was  grieved  because  Christ  seemed  to  be 
ooubting  that  Peter  loved  Him,  to  say  noth¬ 
ing  about  His  principles.  But  he  replied  t 
jj^ewhat  as  before.  Well,  feed  my  sheep,  r 
f^ree  times  Peter  had  denied  Jesus;  and  ^ 
fn,  ou  .  he  was  required  to  attest  his  love 
the  4.  denials  were  climactic,  ii 

me  strongest  coming  last  (Matt.  26.  70^T4) ;  e 
«t  his  attestations  of  love  are  anti-climactic,  li 
2*  weakest  coming  last.  Peter’s  experience  a 
IL2f  of  Jesus  destroyed  much  of  his  u 
J^Mence  m  himself  and  increased  his  confi-  h 
Ijmc*  in  ChrUfs  knowledye—a  better  thing  a 

tt>AioA  could  hardly  have  happened  to  y 


dear  to  the  Master.  In  the  latter  case  the 
injunction  is  the  same  given  to  Peter  before 
Jesus’  death  (Luke  22.  32).  The  “sheep” 
means  the  men  and  women  of  the  world.  They 
are  to  be  tended  during  their  active  life  and 
/ea  during  their  old  age.  This  is  clear  from 
the  immediately  following  statement  which 
reminds  Peter  of  his  helpless  <fid  age,  when 
he  will  be  as  a  child  (John  21.  18),  though 
John  interpreted  it  otherwise  (21.  19). 

What  the  Lord  says  to  Peter,  then,  is, 
Peter,  you  loved  Me  when  you  did  not  under¬ 
stand  Me;  now  do  you  love  Me  after  you 
have  come  to  understand  Me  better?  You 
loved  Me  as  Jesus;  now  do  you  Jove  Me  as 
Chri^?  If  you  love  Me  better  than  you  do 
everything  else;  if  you  do  not  love  Me  better 
than  anything  else,  but  love  Me  dearly  and 
thoughtfuUy;  or  if  you  dmi’t  love  Me  dearly 
and  thoughtfully,  but  love  Me  at  all— what¬ 
ever  your  love  for  Me  may  be,  you  cannot 
show  it  by  spending  your  time  fishing.  You 
have  seen  that  you  have  fished  all  night  with-* 
out  catching  anything,  but  with  my  help  yon 
have  caught  sufficient  in  a  little  while.  If 
you  love  Me  at  all,  get  on  the  job.  Do  the 
thing  that  is  dearest  to  My  heart.  Prosecute 
My  cause.  Nurture  little  children  in  My  faith 
and  truth;  guide  grown-ups  in  My  faith  and 
truth;  and  again  nurture  old  folks  in  My 
faith  and  truth.  That’s  your  job— ^Hom  Me ! 
This  seemed  a  hard  task  to  Peter.  He  had 
been  willing  to  die  fighting  for  Jesus.  Now 
Christ  gives  him  the  opportunity  and  duty 
to  die  fighting  for  Him — but  with  a  spiritual 
sword  as  He  had  fought  with— /oHom  Me! 
Peter  wanted  to  know  whether  John  would 
be  given  as  hard  a  task  as  that.  He  did 
not  care  what  happened  to  the  others— he 
did  not  want  his  former  rival  for  easy  hon¬ 
ors,  John,  to  have  an  easier  time  than  he. 
But  Christ  would  not  answer  his  question. 
On  this  occasion  He  officially  delegated  to 
Peter  His  former  place  of  visible  leadership 
among  the  disciples,  and  His  place  of  visible 
shepherd  of  the  people  in  general.  What 
Christ  said  to  Peter  that  morning  He  has 
been  saying  to  His  ministers  ever  since,  and 
IS  saying  to  His  ministers  to-day — to  you 
and  to  me— Feed  My  lambs;  Tend  My  sheep; 
Feed  My  sheep— if  you  love  Me!  This  is 
the  only  sure  proof  of  your  love  for  Me. 

To-day,  however,  one  may  do  all  of  these 
things  without  any  love  for  Christ— for  the 
principles  for  which  He  stands,  and  for  His 


is  still  fishing  for  fish  w^e  using  men  as  a 
bait.  In  other  words.  He  is  fishing  for  men 
in  order  to  use  them  as  baft  to  catch  fish. 
The  primary  and  ulterior  motives  determine 
everything.  Let  each  man  examine  •  himself. 

BAM  HirSTOK  COIXSOI.  ' 

Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessox  poa  SuxDAT,  Mat  8,  1927 
“Thou  hnowest  that  I  love  thee” 

(By  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  resurrection  of  our  Lord  is  the  fact 
of  greatest  significance  to  the  whole  world, 
and  the  burden  of  the  resurrected  Lord  was 
to  get  its  truth  of  hope  and  life  to  all  the 
world.  There  was ,  a  conspicuous  member  of 
the  little  group  He  had  in  training  who, 
Mder  strain  and  temptation,  had  denied  his 
Lord.  Jesus  tarries  before  His  ascension  to 
seek  him  out,  and  have  a  heart-searching 
conversation  with  him  to  make  Peter  more 
conscious  of  our  Lord’s  abiding  nearness  and 
more  certain  of  his  duty. 

Peter  was  alert  and  ready.  Only  John 
could  outrun  him  toward  the  empty  tmnb. 
Could  he  be  relied  upon  to  hasten  with  the 
message  to  a  lost  world?  It  was  a  question 
of  unfailing  love  to  Christ  which  always  in¬ 
cludes  passion  for  those  for  whom  Christ 
died.  Peter  must  declare  his  love  for  Christ 
to  exceed  his  love  for  his  business  gains, 
or  as  the  question  might  be  interpreted, 
“Lovest  thou  Me  more  than  others  love  Me?” 
Peter’s  reply  spoke  for  all  his  life  thereafter, 
“Thou  knowest  that  I  love  Thee.” 

With  each  answer  Peter  was  more  deeply 
stirred,  and  our  Lord  gave  him  with  each 
a  new  emphasis  to  his  commission.  Feed 
the  sheep,  the  sheep  being  My  own  sheep, 
and  the  “other  sheep”  not  of  this  fold.  The 
world  is  such  a  hungry  world,  and  there  is 
but  one  Source  of  living  bread.  That  Peter 
had  found,  and  there  was  just  one  thing  for 
him  to  do,  and  that  was  to  help  satisfy  this 
world  with  Christ.  From  that  hour  of  close 
touch  with  the  heart  of  Christ,  Peter  never 
wavered.  The  sick  and  faint  were  healed 
and  fed,  and  multitudes  were  turned  to  God. 

The  world  was  never  more  hungry  or  more 
in  need  than  now.  If  we  love  Christ,  we  will 
care  for  those  for  whom  He  died.  He  knows 
if  we  love  Him,  the  world  about  us  knows 
if  we  love  Him,  and  the  heathen  world  knows 
if  we  have  the  Christ-spirit  toward  them. 
Our  business  is  to  find  the  sad  and  hopeless 
of  earth,  and  feed  them  with  the  bread  of 
life  than  they  may  hunger  no  more.  If  we 
are  real  missionaries,  this  will  be  our  life 
work.  If  we  do  not  have  this  thought  and 
care  for  others,  we  can  never  say  to  Jesus, 
“Thou  knowest  that  I  love  Thee.” 

GAMMON  SBMINABT. 


Epworth  League  Topic 


M  A  Y  8 


By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 
WITH  CHRIST  IN  THE  OUT-OF-DOORS 

(Mark  6.  80-32) 


V)h\eh  could  hardly  have  happened  to 

^^bs’’  here  is  usually  Interpreted  as 
^ing  children,  though  ft  is  also  probable 
t  it  means  the  other  disciples  who  were  so 


At  first  glance,  this  topic  seems  more  poetic 
than  anything  else.  It  is,  however,  more  than 
poetry;  it  is  a  practical  statement  pregnant 
with  suggestiveness.  Let’s  dig  into  it  a  little. 

Where  Is  Qodf  The  old  catechism  answer 
is,  “God  is  everywhere.”  Practically,  how¬ 
ever,  few  of  us  believe  this  answer.  We  are 
like  the  Samaritan  woman,  we  think  of  God 
as  being  localiEcd  in  some  special  place.  With 
us  modern  folk,  that  place  Js  the  chilrch 
house.  Now,  our  institutes  are  doing  a  big 
and  significant  job  when  they  habituate  the 
young  folk  to  thinking  of  God  as  having  no 
specially  fixed  location. 

Extending  the  Bounds  of  ReUgion.  Re¬ 
ligion  with  us  is  generally  such  a  narrow 
thing.  Singing  and  praying  is  about  all  there 


is  to  it.  It  is  just  a  little  segment  of  our 
lives,  and  requires  only  a  little  fragment  of 
our  time.  These  institutes,  with  their  varied 
program  of  activities,  are  calculated  to  rive 
the  young  people  the  wider,  more  inclusive 
religious  outlook.  Tennis,  volley  ball,  yelling, 
and  studying  come  to  be  things  of  religious 
import.  In  short,  religion  is  no  longer  a 
special  part  of  life,  but  aU  life.  This  is  Just 
tim  thing  that  should  happen.  We  need  to 
think  of  religion  as  co-extensive  with  the 
whole  of  life.  Religion  ought  to  be  the  sauce 
and  flavor  of  all  we  do.  Not  what  we  do, 
but  how  we  do  what  we  do,  makes  us  re¬ 
ligious.  A  baseball  game  itaay  be  as  much 
a  means  of  grace  as  a  prayer  meeting.  ' 

MORGAN  COLUOR. 


pastor  the  first  Sunday  in  March.  that 

we  continue -to  grow. — Rev.  J.  W.  Satter¬ 

field,  Pastor;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Anderson,  Reporter. 

Dickton,  Tetm. — Bowman  Chapel  Methodist* 
Episcopal  Church:  Sunday,  April  8,  being  the 
first  Sunday,  after  a  warm  discussion  of  the 
Sunday-school  lesson,  the  Rev.  A.  Ransom 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  at  11  A.  M. 
and  administered  the  lord’s  Supper,  assisted 
by  the  Rev.  Jessie  Standfield,  of  Indian- 
apcdis,  Ind.  At  night,  the  Rev.  Standfield 
preached  a  wonderful  sermon,  which  was 
enjoyed  by  all.  The  following  Tuesday  night, 
April  6,  Sister  Ida  L.  Ransom,  with  her  club, 
known  as  the  “Young  Christian  Workers,” 
conducted  a  wonderful  program  that  was 
really  worth  while.  Sister  Ransom  has  also 
organized  another  club  of  junior  girls  known 
as  the  “Busy  Bees,”  and  they  are  really  busy 
doing  things  for  the  church.— Gilbert  H.  Beck, 
Reporter. 

Louuville,  Ky, — New  Coke  Methodist  Sun¬ 
day  school  is  on  the  upward  climb.  Re¬ 
ports  for  the  first  quarter  were  as  follows: 
^  Quarter  ending  March  28,  average  attend- 
ance  for  the  quarter,  seventy-five  per  cent; 
total  of  new  members  in  all  classes,  nine; 
total  visitors  during  the  quarter,  twenty-two; 
joined  the  church  during  the  quarter,  six; 
the  average  attendeuice  of  teachers,  sixty  per 
cent;  the  present  enrollment  of  the  school, 
186;  total  in  all  departments,  211;  regular 
collection  for  the  quarter,  $68.47;  missionary 
collection  for  the  quarter,  $19;  special  col¬ 
lection  for  the  quarter,  $14.17;  total  raisedj 
during  the  quarter,  $96.98.  Mrs.  Beulah 
Sanders  is  superintendent;  J.  H.  Madison, 
acting  superintendent;  Ora  L.  Taylor,  secre¬ 
tary;  the  Rev,  R.  D.  Hines,  pastor. — J.  H. 
Madison,  Reporter. 

VickBhnrg,  Mi»g. — Hope  Chest  Contest, 
Wesley  Chapel:  The  effort  was  launched  by 
the  women  of  the  church,  led  by  Mrs.  G.  H. 
Hibbler.  The  men  were  their  true  allies.  The 
effort  was  to  pay  the  indebtedness  on  the 
organ  of  the  church.  The  chest  was  valued 
at  $60,  and  was  to  be  awarded  to  the  one 
who  raised  the  most  over  that  amount.  The 
following  were  the  contestants:  Miss  Pauline 
Smith,  $1.20;  Miss  Rosa  Barnes,  $2.60;  Miss 
Marcina  Allen,  $8.06;  Miss  Ethel  Hankin, 
$7.86;  Miss  Hazel  Truley,  $8;  Miss  Owens, 
Miss  Annie  Johnson,  $18;  Miss  A.  K. 


IXrUo*.  attractive  buUdings  on 

V  V  Ilak  UlC  V^nUrCllCo  tljg  parls  District.  We  also  take  pleasure 

A  W0  Doillff  thanking  Prof.  Matthew  Hinds,  the  prin- 

**6  ipai  of  our  public  school,  for  a  program  ren- 

TtpUrvillg,  Mi$t. — Shady  Grove  Methodist  dered  in  favor  of  our  new  church,  from 
Episcopal  Church:  We  are  glad  to  have  with  which  we  realised  $18.68.  Too  much  praise 
us  the  Rev.  P.  S.  Pegues  as  pastor,  and  the  cannot  be  given  him. — Rev.  J.  H.  Mann, 
Rev.  A.  G.  Cole  as  district  superintendent.  Pastor. 

We  are  working  hard  to  Put  the  program  windior,  Mo.-The  Rev.  C.  D.  Hester,  pas- 
over  this  year,  and  pray  that  God  will  send  preached  his  fareweU  sermon  Sunday 

His  blesstags  upon  us  t^year  that  we  may  .  ^  ^  ^  audience  present 

do  a  good  year’s  work.-G.  J.  Prather,  Re-  ^  by 

porter.  ^be  pastor  was  paid  in  full.  The 

Betiemer,  Ala. — The  good  and  faithful  offering  for  the  day  was  $66.  The  pastor 
members  of  Readers  Church  came  to  the  pas-  was  well  pleased  with  the  reports.  We  hope 
tor’s  room  on  Tuesday  night,  April  12,  with  that  he  will  be  with  us  next  year.  The  Ep- 
a  storm  of  many  pounds  of  choice  groceries,  worth  League  held  morning  watch  Easter 
laid  on  the  table.  The  visit  of  morning,  and  after  the  meeting  the  president 
people  brought  surprise  and  left  served  a  buffet  breakfast  to  all  present.  The 
It  was  led  by  Brother  Paul  Du-  League  is  doing  a  great  work. — ^Lockey  Sykes, 
■  ~  President;  Jewell  Willis,  Reporter. 

Simpionville,  Md. — The  Sunday  school  of 
Locust  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  doin~ 
good  work,  and  the  attendance  is  very  good. 
The  Epworth  League  is  held  at  1.80  every 
~  and  is  doing  an  excellent  work.  Mrs. 

Kate  KeUy  is  president.  Preaching  services 
are  held  every  other  Sunday;  the  Rev.  R.  D. 

The  Ladies’  Aid  is  still 

Many  white  friends  were  present  making  progress  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 

.-  .  niembers  are 

All  who 


which  they  laid  on  the  table, 
these  ^oo< 
much  joy. 

mas  and  wife.  Sister  Fannie  Burnett,  Brother 
Cook,  6uid  others. — Rev.  J.  H.  DufiBe,  Pas¬ 
tor;  Paul  Dumas,  Reporter. 

Oreetuboro,  N.  C. — St.  Matthews  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  rendered  a  sacred  cantata, 
conducted  by  the  choir,  Sunday  night,  April  Sunda; 

10,  entitled,  “The  Seven  Last  Words  of 
Christ.”  A  solo  was  rendered  by  Mrs.  Loder. 

This  event  gave  rise  to  a  large  and  welcome  Jennings  is  pastor, 
audience.  I'  , 

to  witness  the  great  event.  Mrs.  Anna  Stew-  Eliza  Thomas,  president, 
art  is  director  and  organist. — Dr.  R.  T.  doing  their  part  towards  the  cause. 
Weatherby,  Pastor;  J.  O,  Copeland,  Reporter,  wish  to  subscribe  for  the  Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,  see  Mrs.  Hennie  Boardley. — 
Reporter. 

Ooliad,  Texat — Sunday,  March  27,  was  a 
high  day  at  Fannin  Street  Methodist  Epis- 
copal  Church.  Sunday  school  opened  at  the 
regular  hour,  conducted  by  the  superintend¬ 
ent,  Prof.  J.  B.  Whitby.  At  11  A.  M.  the 
Rev.  R.  W.  Allen  preached  a  noble  sermon. 
We  feel  that  the  Rev.  Allen  is  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place.  At  8  P.  M.  he  preached 
again  to  a  crowded  house.  All  auxiliaries 
are  organized  and  this  assures  a  successful 
year’s  work.  The  Rev.  Allen  is  on  his  job, 
and  we  have  lined  up  with  him  to  put  the 
program  over.  Collection  for  the  day,  $30.41. 
— Mrs.  Rozena  Taylor,  Reporter. 

life  of  Robinson 


Wett  Point,  Tenn. — ^We  had  with  us  on 
April  10,  the  Rev.  J.  O.  Dixon;  also  Mr.  O. 

Z.  Summerhlll,  the  district  president  of  the 
Epworth  League.  The  Sunday-school  less( 
was  beautifnfly  taught  by  Mr.  Summerbi 
and  at  11  A.  M.  the  Rev.  Dixon  preached  a 
soul-stirring  sermon,  taking  for  Us  subject. 

“And  as  Moses  lifted  up  ue  serpent  in  the 
wilderness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of  man  be 
lifted  up.”  The  Rev.  Dixon  was  at  his  best, 
and  our  hearts  were  made  to  rejoice.  Col¬ 
lection  for  the  day  was  $11.06. — Miss  S.  J. 

Cathey,  Reporter. 

MeMinuvUle,  Tenn. — Clarks  Memorial 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  April  8  was  an 
enjoyable  day.  The  Rev.  Patillo  was  full  of 

the  Spirit  and  preached  an  able  sermon,  which  Liberty,  8.  C. — The  youi 
was  enjoyed  by  all  who  sat  under  the  sound  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  in  full 
of  his  voice,  choosing  for  his  text,  Phil.  8.  bloom.  The  following  is  the  Sunday-school 
18,  14.  The  sacrament  was  administered  to  report  for  the  first  quarter:  Amount  received 
a  large  number.  Collection,  $4.26.  We  are  in  January,  $14.46;  February,  $12.63;  March, 
praying  for  a  spiritual  revival  to  break  out  $19.62;  total,  $46.61.  The  various  auxiliaries 
among  the  Christians,  and  that  every  Chris-  of  the  church  are  alive  and  doing  work  for 
tian  will  do  his  or  her  whole  duty  to  make  God  and  hunvanity.  The  baby  contest  at 
the  church  just  what  it  should  be.— Martha  Liberty  on  the  first  Sunday  was  a  delight  to 
Martin,  Reporter.  uH  who  attended.  The  amount  raised  was 

$146.  During  our  seven  years’  stay  among 

Union  Mille,  N.  C. — ^March  27  was  a  high  you,  you  have  become  very  dear  to  us,  and 


$8.87 

Lewis,  $18.40;  Mrs.  P,  B.  McCarthy,  $24.40; 
Miss  Z.  M.  Foley,  $61.86;  Miss  Jannie  Foote, 
$66.80;  Miss  Mildred  Kemper,  $100.10;  total, 
$331.60.  We  thank  all  the  friends  and  mem¬ 
bers  for  their  assistance  and  contributions.— 
W.  B.  Barnes,  Reporter. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. — The  Rev.  W.  L.  Darius 
has  just  closed  a  week’s  meeting  at  St 
Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  we 
were  made  to  rejoice  because  of  the  mlghtjJ 
your  (mnfidence.  We  presence  of  God.  Sunday,  April  8,  was  af 

if  friendship  will  ever  never  to  be  forgotten.  This  was  the  last 

;h  time  and  eternity.  week’s  meeting.  The  pastor,  Rev. 

W.  L.  Darius,  preached  at  11  A.  M.  He 
We  arrived  here  from  preached  a  stirring  sermon,  and  our  hearts 

_ o  —  —.7 _ April  6.  My  mother  were  made  to  rejoice.  A  rally  was  held  on 

and  husband  came  to  the  work  immediately  this  day,  which  was  the  ending  of  the  meet- 

after  Conference.  They  notified  me  of  the  ing,  for  the  purpose  of  the  benevolent  claiim 

pleasant  way  in  which  the  people  received  The  Rev.  J.  T.  Moore,  at  8  P.  M.,  preached 

them.  The  night  I  arrived,  I  found  that  the  a  wonderful  sermon.  At  7.80  P.  M.  our  pas- 

half  had  not  been  told.  While  sitting  in  the  tor  brought  to  us  a  message  from  1  Samuel; 

parsonage,  talking  over  the  plans  for  a  sue-  subiect,  “Bring  Back  the  King.”  We  are 

cessful  year’s  wore,  we  heard  the  voices  of  a  well  pleased  with  our  pastor,  and  we  are 

host  of  singers  at  the  door.  They  were  in-  going  to  do  all  we  can  this  year  to  go  over 

vited  in,  and  brought  many  choice  groceries,  the  top.  We  raised  for  our  pastor,  $30. W; 

some  cash,  and  other  things  for  the  comfort  tor  benevolence,  $76.20;  grand  total  for  the 

of  the  pastor  and  family.  They  expressed  $106.60. — Mrs.  A.  Bullock,  Reporter. 

r  Tf Hermitage,  Ark.-Tht  members  and  friends 

you  are  ^ways  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  have 

welcome.-Mrs.  N.  L.  Patterson.  Reporter.  the  leadership  of 

Lebanon,  Tenn. — Pickett  Chapel  Methodist  our  new  pastor.  We  are  organized  for  serv- 

Episcopal  Church  closed  out  a  successful  re-  ice,  and  expect  to  go  over  the  top  with  sU 

vival,  with  thirteen  converts  and  seventeen  claims.  We  are  thankful  to  the  bishop  and 

additions  to  the  church.  The  Rev.  G.  R.  the  district  superintendent  for  sending  to  ns 

Gray,  of  Nashville,  assisted  the  R«v.  J.  W.  the  Rev.  R.  J.  Tolbert  as  pastor.  On  Sun* 

Satterfield  in  the  revival  services.  Our  Ep-  day,  April  10,  the  pastor  preached  ftoo 

OUurkevtUe,  Temae. — ^We  are  rejoicing  over  worth  League  has  grown  as  never  before.  Exodus  14.  14.  Seven  were  baptised, 

our  new  durefa  at  Preebope,  which  we  be-  Our  Sunday  school  to  growing  also.  Dr.  F.  meeting  was  held  In  the  aftefrnoon,  and  evMM 

nn  to  reconstruct  .right  after  the  last  Annual  D.  Butler  was  with  us  on  April  14.  Fuller  one  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  Ov 

Coafarwsee,  with  birt  little  means  to  start  detail  of  his  visit  will  be  given  later.  We  second  Quarterly  Conference  convened  A^ 

wllh^  bat  with  a  mind  to  work,  and  strong  thank  Bishop  Jones  and  the  district  super-  lO,  with  Dr.  W.  8.  Sherrill  presiding.  ^ 

porseveraace.  We  have  now  at  this  place  one  intendent  for  the  return  of  our  beloved  pas-  preached  an  able  sermon.  God  bless  Bt* 


unton  JXlutM,  iv.  u. — whs  a  y, 

day  at  Isham  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  We  had  with  us  the  Preachers’ 
Union  from  Bessemer  City,  which  brought 
to  us  many  inspiring  messages.  At  the  dose 
of  the  night  service  everyone  had  been  made 
to  feel  glad.  We  thank  these  good  brethren, 
and  hope  to  have  them  with  us  again  soon. 

The  good  ladies  of  the  sister  churches  help^ 
serve  dinner,  which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Our 
membership  to  small,  but  we  are  planning  to 

?nt  the  program  over.  Collection,  $16il6. 

'ray  for  us. — Mrs.  Lula  V.  Morris,  Reporter. 

Flatwoode,  Tenn. — Sunday,  April  10,  at 
Oak  Grove  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Carter  preached  a 
soul-stirring  sermon  from  John  1.  4;  subject, 

“In  him  was  life,  and  the  life  was  the  fight 
of  men.”  The  sermon  was  enjoyed  by  all 
present.  On  AprU  2,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W. 
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Sherrill,  and  may  he  live  long  to  preach  the 
gospel.  The  class  leaders  reported  in  full. 
Collection,  $14.46.  We  ask  the  prayers  of 
the  Conference  that  we  nrtiy  go  over  the  top 
and  do  great  things  this  year  for  Christ  and 
His  cause.— Rev.  R.  J.  Tolbert,  Pastor;  Min¬ 
nie  B.  Couser,  Reporter. 

Springfield,  Tenn, — Springfield  circuit:  We 
are  moving  upward  and  onward.  The  weather 
lias  been  disagreeable  almost  every  Sunday 
since  the  Annual  Conference  convened,  still 
we  have  kept  our  forces  intact  and  expect 
to  make  a  better  report  this  year  than  we 
did  last  vear  at  this  time.  The  members 
and  friends  are  standing  back  of  their  humble 
servant  in  every  way.  On  Sunday,  April 
10,  Dean  H.  H.  Sutton,  of  Walden  College, 
was  with  us  and  delivered  a  great  message; 
subject,  “The  Bull  Tongue  Plow.”  He  left 
us  thinking  deeply  concerning  our  future. 
Dean  Sutton  received  $10  in  cash  and  ^  in 
subscriptions  for  Walden  College.  Collection 
for  the  day  was  $66.67.  On  the  first  Sunday 
we  were  at  Bigbee  Chapel,  and  collection  was 
.$46.  On  the  third  Sunday  we  will  be  at 
Coopertown,  and  at  Paynes  Chapel  on  the 
fourth^  Sunday.  Pray  for  our  success.  We 
are  doing  all  we  can  to  advance  over  last  year. 
— M.  S.  Johnson.  Pastor. 

Jasper,  Texas.— The  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of 
Holmes  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mrs.  Effie  C.  John¬ 
son,  entertained  the  pastor.  Rev.  W.  L. 
SoniM,  and  some  of  his  co-laborers  and 
friends,  with  a  nice  reception,  Friday  eve- 
ning,  March  16.  After  the  business  hour  a 
splendid  program  followed.  Among  the  se¬ 
lections  was  a  paper  by  Mrs.  Lenie  Barnes; 
subject,  “The  Object  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  So¬ 
ciety  ;  solo  by  Mrs.  Rena  Barkley.  The  les¬ 
son  topic  was  also  inspiring.  Among  the 
visitors  was  Mrs.  Lizzie  Hadnot,  of  Nealy 
Grover.  During  this  session  the  treasury  in- 
cre^ed  to  the  amount  of  $6.  Mrs.  Ella 
Sonier,  the  pastor’s  wife,  spared  no  pains  in 
helping  to  make  it  a  sweet  affair.  The  com¬ 
mittees  were  Mrs.  Ella  Sonier  and  Mrs.  L. 
W.  Armstrong.  Those  serving  were  Miss 
Eva  Armstrong  and  Miss  Emma  Mae  Hadnot. 

A  delicious  menu  was  served.— Gladys  M. 
Johnson,  Reporter. 

Memphis,  Tenn. — The  auxiliaries  of  Warren 
Chapel  met  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M. 
Parker,  March  28.  The  meeting  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mrs.  Annie  Bowers,  president  of 
The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 
The  meeting  was  largely  attended,  there  be¬ 
ing  about  eighteen  present.  Plans  were  com¬ 
pleted  for  the  Mock  General  Conference  which 
we  are  planning  to  have.  We  are  expecting 
to  put  the  program  over  for  World  Service. 
Each  auxiliary  is  working  hard  to  do  their 
part  with  the  help  of  the  loyal  pastor.  Rev. 

T.  W.  Davis,  who  has  the  work  at  heart.  On 
April  4  the  auxiliaries  met  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Johnson  and  Mrs. 
Jennie  E.  Parks,  president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid, 
presided.  We  had  a  splendid  meeting.  The 
topic  for  discussion  was  beautifully  outlined 
and  a  general  discussion  of  the  lesson  was 
held.  The  auxiliaries  are  planning  to  raise 
their  quota  for  World  Service.  We  ask  your 
prayers  for  our  success.  A  delicious  menu 
was  served.— Lillie  E.  Lloyd,  Rec.  Secy. 

Lovejoy,  /«.— Smith  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church;  The  Rev.  L.  W.  Smith, 
our  beloved  pastor,  has  succeeded  in  doing 
what  was  said  to  be  the  impossible.  Three 
years  ago  he  organized  our  great  church,  and 
just  recently  closed  the  greatest  revival  in 
its  history,  adding  four  new  members  to  the 
church.  The  Rev.,  A.  S.  Cooper,  the  evan- 
plist  of  this  city,  set  the  spiritual  fire  burn¬ 
ing  in  every  heart,  and  kept  it  burning 
throughout  the  two  weeks.  Our  beloved  dis-  : 
trict  superintendent,  Dr.  L.  R.  Woolridge,  of  : 
we  Central  Missouri  Conference,  St.  txmis  < 
District,  who  always  brings  us  a  burning  1 
messa^,  was  with  us  one  night,  and  on  the  < 
lollowlng  Sunday  evening  held  his  fourth  i 
quarter  and  preached  to  a  full  house,  and  ' 
from  all  indications  he  was  at  his  best.  He  i 
Mmlnlstered  sacrament  to  a  goodly  number,  i 
ine  total  amount  of  finance  raised  durlnff  the  ( 
and  Quarterly  Conference  was  $32.95.  c 
the  district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full:  i 
SjporteJ  Servlce.-L.  A.  Gulledgel  t 


Besville,  Texas, — Jones  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  proud  of  its  pastor,  the 
Ecv.  L.  W.  Roberts.  •  He  is  now  serving  his 
third  year  on  the  Beeville  circuit.  On  April 
9  and  10,  our  second  Quarterly  Conference 
was  held,  with  District  Superintendent  J.  J. 
Hardemon  presiding.  He  preached  three 
strong  sermons  to  a  packed  house;  standing 
room  was  at  a  premium.  One  young  woman 
was  happily  converted  and  joined  the  church. 
The  entire  Corpus  Christ!  District  is  well 
pleased  with  its  district  superintendent,  and 
feel  that  under  his  leadership  the  district  is 
assured  of  success.  Since  he  has  been  on 
this  district  we  have  had  forty-six  conversions 
and  fifty-six  accessions  to  the  church.  In  the 
Quarterly  Conference  he  stated  that  he  de¬ 
sired  to  have  at  least  100  converts  and  acces¬ 
sions  by  the  District  Conference,  May  8-8 
when  we  meet  at  Beeville.  The  bishop  and 
liis  cabinet  made  no  mistake  when  they  or¬ 
ganized  this  new  district  and  placed  this  gos- 
I)cl  hero  as  its  chief  administrator.  He  knows 
his  work  and  is  always  on  the  job.  We 
raised  our  full  quarterly  assessment.  Watch 
us  grow. — Reporter. 

Bmley,  Miss. — We  are  indeed  glad  to  have 
Hunt  and  family  with  us  again 
this  year.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
Sister  Hunt,  who  stands  loyally  by  the  side 
of  her  husband,  ready  and  willing  to  help 
put  over  the  program  of  the  church.  On 
April  8,  the  Rev.  Hunt  celebrated  his  sixty- 
second  birthday  anniversary  with  his  family, 
members,  and  friends  of  Hopewell  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  which  broke  all  records 
for  Fort  Stephan  charge.  It  was  really  a 
grand  feature.  A  delicious  dinner  was 
served.  His  daughters,  Mrs.  Francis  May 
and  Mrs.  Maggie  Carter,  of  Meridian,  Miss., 
were  present  and  presented  their  father  valu¬ 
able  presents.  His  daughters  and  sonMn- 
law,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White, 
and  Mrs.  Marzella  Echols,  presented  him  with 
a  gold  watch  and  chain,  valued  at  $46.  He 
also  received  many  presents  from  members 
and  friends  of  Hopewell  church.  Among  the 
distinguished  visitors  were  Miss  Hannah  Mc¬ 
Call,  of  Detroit,  Mich.;  Mrs.  Alma  Roach, 
Mr.  L.  Hale  and  family.  Meridian,  Miss.;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  Hunt,  of  Bailey,  Miss.  We  are 
working  and  praying  to  put  the  program  of 
the  church  over.— Rev.  I.  L.  Hunt,  Pastor; 
Cora  Gordon,  Reporter. 


Springfield,  Ohio — The  Springfield  Group 
Meeting  of  the  Columbus  District,  Lexington 
Conference,  met  for  its  fifth  meeting  in 
Richard’s  Chapel,  Troy,  Ohio,  March  28,  29. 
In  the  absence  of  the  president,  the  Rev.  J. 
E.  Burton,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  whose  wife  was 
very  ill,  the  Rev.  J.  A.  James,  first  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  Springfield,  presided.  The  following 
churches  were  represented  in  missionaries. 
Aids,  Sunday  schools,  Epworth  Leagues,  and 
Brotherhoods:  Springfield,  missionary,  $92; 
Aids,  $676.38;  Broaddus  Chapel,  $60;  Dayton, 
Ohio,  Aids,  $126;  Troy,  Ohio,  $70.16.  This 
was  a  three-months’  report.  Urbana  and 
Crown  Point,  Dayton,  are  missions.  The  Rev. 
T.  L.  Ferguson,  district  superintendent  Co¬ 
lumbus  District,  was  present  and  brought  a 
message  on  World  Service.  “The  Christian 
View  of  Missions”  was  handled  in  a  wonder¬ 
ful  way  by  Mrs.  B.  C.  Jeton,  Dayton;  and 
a  paper  on  “Why  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate  Should  Be  In  Every  Home,”  by 
Stella  Huffman,  Springfield,  was  well  re¬ 
ceived.  The  sessions  were  very  inspiring,  and 
the  topics  discussed  ably  and  helpfully. 
Delegates  spent  two  profitable  days  at  Rich¬ 
ards  Chapel,  and  adjourned  to  meet  at  Mc¬ 
Kinley  Church,  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  July.— Abi 
Daniels,  Reporter. 

Nashville,  Tenn. — On  Wednesday  evening, 
March  2,  the  Ladies’  Aid  and  Brotherhood  of 
Patterson  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  surprised  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  D. 
McCord,  with  a  birthday  banquet.  A  number 
of  distinmished  visitors,  with  the  local  church 
membership,  gathered  in  the  main  auditorium. 
There  the  organization  held  its  weekly  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  president,  Mrs.  Alberta  Patton, 
in  the  chair.  After  this  meeting,  the  Rev. 
G.  W.  Lewis,  pastor  of  Clark  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  was  appointed  toast¬ 
master.  He  directed  the  entertainment  of 
the  audience,  while  the  committee  mi  refresh¬ 
ments  prepared  a  table  in  the  community 


iiiiiimniMiiimiiMManinnnnniiifliHiiiiiiniin^ 


Supposin* 


you  were  a  primary  kiddie,  and  when  you 
went  to  Sunday  School,  instead  of  having 
the  teacher  just  tell  you  a  story  she  gave 
you  a  pair  of  scissors,  some  fascinating 
patterns,  and  lovely  colored  paper,  and  told 
you  to  cut  out  two  little  Indian  boys  in 
brown  suits,  a  black  and  white  doggie,  or 
a  big  chief  riding  home  on  his  brown  and 
white  pony  to  his  brown  and  orange  tepee, 
so  that,  with  the  other  little  girls  and 
boys,  you  would  have  made  a  pretty  panel 
for  your  class  room  ?  Well,  just  supposin’  ? 

THE  ELEMENTARY 
MAGAZINE 

provides  “cut-outs”  each  month.  Arc  the 
kiddies  in  your  school  having  fun  cutting 
them  out,  thus  providing  activity  by  which 
the  little  hands  can  express  God’s  simple 
truths  for  eye  and  mind  and  heart? 

Tba  pric*  •!  thii  maftan*  U  Sc.  par  quariar.  Me.  par 
yaar  in  diiba.  Sia|la  aubacriptiaaa,  annual  aniy,$lJ0L 

Sample  copies  gladly  furnished  by 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chicago  Boston  Detroit  Pittsburgh 
Kansas  City  San  Francisco  Portland,  Ore. 


room,  almost  the  full  length  of  the  room, 
covering  it  with  snow-white  linen,  and  plac¬ 
ing  an  exquisite  birthday  cake,  covered  with 
candles,  at  the  head  of  the  table.  A  part  of 
the  committee  prepared  the  delicious  menu 
which  was  later  served.  There  were  three 
district  superintendents  present:  the  Rev.  J. 
A.  Pickett,  Chattanooga  District;  the  Rev. 
Crenshaw,  Memphis  District;  and  the  Rev. 
Mitchell,  Nashville  District.  There  were  also 
present:  Dr.  Kendrick;  Mr.  Crowder,  under¬ 
taker;  Mr.  Copeland,  of  the  Star  Realty  Co.; 
Mr.  W.  D.  Hawkins,  president  of  the  Peo- 
ple’s  Bank,  and  many  other  distinguished 
visitors.  Many  fine  talks  were  made  during 
the  evening,  and  as  a  part  of  the  surprise  the 
pastor  received  a  handsome  purse,  presented 
by  Mrs.  Alberta  Patton.  The  pastor  and 
family,  together  with  all  others,  left  happy 
and  feeling  uplifted.— Mrs.  Mamie  Hendley, 
Reporter. 

Cleveland,  Tenn. — With  the  Rev.  E.  T.  An¬ 
derson  as  a  noble  speaker,  a  well  thinker,  a 
hard  worker,  and  a  man  that  has  really 
walked  and  talked  with  God,  we  look  forward 
to  accomplishing  great  things.  The  Ladies’ 
Aid  Society,  or  the  Live  Wires,  as  we  usually 
speak  of  them,  are  still  doing  great  work. 
They  have  just  had  some  papering  dofte  at 
the  parsonage.  The  ladies  have  also  pre¬ 
sented  our  pastor  with  a  lovely  suit  of  clothes, 
and  the  trustees  gave  him  a  hat  and  a  pair 
of  slippers.  We  find  in  Mrs.  Anderson  a 
very  useful  woman  and  one  whom  we  greatly 
admire.  The  members  of  our  church  cannot 
find  words  to  express  our  gratefulness  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Shepard  for  providing 
and  sacrificing  a  place  for  us  to  hold  our 
services  when  we  were  without  a  place  to  go. 
Thanks  to  God  and  our  friends  that  on  Sun- 
April  8,  at  10.80  A.  M.,  a  goodly  number 
marched  from  Mr.  Shepard’s  auditorium  to 
the  Sunday-school  room  of  our  church,  on  82d 
and  Berry  Streets,  which  has  not  been  com¬ 
pletely  finished  as  yet.  Already  about  $2fiS00 
has  been  spent  on  the  Sunday-school  room. 
At  8  o’clock  Sunday,  April  8,  we  had  a  very 
interesting  program;  every  minister  of  the 
different  congregations  and  some  of  their 
members  were  present  and  responded  to  our 
call  for  help.  On  Monday  night  another  In¬ 
teresting  program  was  rendered,  at  which 
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time  the  keys  were  presented  to  the  trustee 
board.  The  sum  of  (270  was  the  sunount 
taken  in  at  the  opening.  To  show  you  that 
someone  else  has  been  busy,  the  stork  has 
within  the  past  six  months  added  four  to  our 
flock:  Margaret  Ernestine  White,  Sarah  Bell 
Anderson,  Mary  Louise  Pearson,  Patsy  Re¬ 
becca  Hall.  All  were  christened  on  April  17. 
Our  mid-week  service  is  alwi^s  inspiring. 
The  Junior  and  Senior  £p worth  Leagues  seem 
quite  progressive  under  the  leadership  of 
Prof.  J.  W.  Howard  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Shepard. 
The  Sunday  school  seems  to  be  climbing  with 
our  eflScient  superintendent,  Mrs.  Anna 
Spriggs.'  The  Bible  class  is  the  much-talked 
of  class,  led  by  one  who  really  is  qualified. 
Prof.  Senter. — Goldta  Hall,  Reporter. 

Eeutport,  Md. — The  Rev.  C.  C.  Brown,  pas¬ 
tor,  is  rejoicing  in  the  fact  that  the  Confer¬ 
ence  year  has  closed  with  success  along  all 
lines.  There  are  two  churChes  on  this  work: 
Mt.  Zion,  Eastport;  and  John  Wesley,  An¬ 
napolis  Neck,  Md.  Both  churches  have  been 
spiritually  blessed.  A  revival  at  Mt.  Zion 
beginning  watch  meeting  night,  running  five 
weeks,  resulted  in  eighty-five  conversions.  At 
the  close  of  this  meeting,  John  Wesley  be¬ 
gan  a  series  of  meetings,  with  twenty  conver¬ 
sions  to  date;  the  meeting  continues.  There 
have  been  102  accessions  to  the  charge.  More 
benevolences  have  been  raised  than  ever  be¬ 
fore,  the  debt  on  Mt.  Zion  church  has  been 
reduced,  all  furnishings  paid  for,  no  outstand¬ 
ing  debts  but  the  mortgage  on  the  church. 
The  usual  special  davs  have  been  observed. 
Beginning  with  Girls’  Day,  Easter  Sunday, 
19M,  conducted  by  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Thompson; 
Mothers’  Day  in  May,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Love,  chief 
speaker;  Children’s  Day  in  June,  conducted 
by  Mrs.  C.  C.  Brown;  with  two  camps  clos¬ 
ing  the  season.  Men’s  Day  at  Mt.  Z}on 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  best.  Many  young 
men  have  been  added  to  the  church,  and  thev 
helped  to  make  the  day  a  men’s  day,  indeed. 
The  pastor  preached  to  the  men  at  night. 
The  Rev.  E.  A.  Love,  S.T.B.,  pastor  Asbury 
Church,  Annapolis,  preached  to  the  men  at 


District 

District  Rounds 

BROOKHAVEN  DISTRICT 

Second  Round — Brookhaven  Ct.,  April  29 
to  May  1;  Bridgeville,  May  7,  8;  Crystal 
Springs,  14,  15;  Hazlehurst,  20-22;  Wesson, 
21,  22;  Kenolia,  26;  McComb,  27-29;  Summit, 
28,  29;  Riles  and  Oma,  June  4,  6;  Columbia, 
8,  9;  Lampton,  10-12;  Hub,  11,  12;  St.  Paul 
and  New  Bethel,  17-19;  Tylertown,  18,  19; 
Florence,  26,  26;  District  Conference,  July 
28-31,  at  Hazlehurst. 

Dear  Brethren:  We  appreciate  very  much 
what  has  been  accomplished  during  the  first 
quarter,  but  let  us  not  stop  here.  Owing  to 
the  fact  that  our  District  Conference  will  con¬ 
vene  in  July,  we  hope  each  one  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  by  that  time  to  make  a  round  report 
on  the  following:  Southwestern,  Episcopal 
Fund,  Conference  expenses.  Let  us  work  as 
never  before  for  the  sake  of  the  upbuilding 
of  the  Master’s  kingdom.  Don’t  fornt  your 
evangelistic  services.  Your  co-worker. — G. 
W.  Ooleman. 

DURANT  DISTRICT 

Second  Bound — Durant,  April  29  to  May 
1;  West,  April  30,  May  1;  Kosciusko,  6-8; 
Kosciusko  Ct.,  7,  8;  Lexin^on,  18-16;  Lex¬ 
ington  Ct.,  14,  16;  Pilgrim  Rest,  21,  22;  Good¬ 
man,  28,  29;  Sulphur  Springs,  June  8-6;  Ack¬ 
erman,  4,  6;  Weir,  11,  12;  Lx>uisville,  17-19; 
Louisville  Ct.,  18,  19;  Sallis,  26,  26;  Pickens, 
July  1-8;  Ebenezer,  2,  3;  McCool,  9,  10; 
Sturgis,  9,  10. 

Dear  Brethren:  Now  that  the  Easter  drive 
is  over,  you  remember  that  we  are  to  begin 
our  campaign  for  Rust  Endowment  Fund  in 
May.  Since  you  have  received  the  assessment 
to  your  charge,  you  are  requested  to  make  a 
liberal  report  by  the  first  of  June,  at  which 
time  the  commencement  exercises  will  be  in 
session. — C.  V.  Heffner,  Dlst.  Supt. 


8  P.  M.  He  was  at  his  best,  and  heard 
gladly  by  all;  $180  was  raised.  Women’s  Day 
was  quite  a  success  also.  The  Rev.  Mrs. 
Florence  F.  Williams,  evangelist,  was  the 
speaker,  afternoon  and  evening.  Sister  Wil¬ 
liams  has  power,  both  in  song  and  preaching. 
Six  persons  were  converted.  The  collection 
was  $198.  There  is  always  a  contest  between 
men  and  women  in  these  rallies,  raising 
money.  Men  and  Women’s  Days  at  John 
Wesley  were  successful.  This  is  rural  work. 
The  inclement  weather  hindered  the  men  from 
having  their  special  service.  Mrs.  Emory, 
evangelist,  of  Baltimore,  preached  to  the 
women  in  her  own  inimitable  manner.  All 
who  heard  her  were  pleased.  The  men  and 
women  at  this  point  raised  $108.  Mrs.  Iva 
Turner,  president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid,  as¬ 
sisted  by  the  women  of  the  church,  served 
a  fine  supper  at  close  of  the  last  Quarterly 
Conference.  Everybody  was  well  served  and 
happy.  The  Beulah  Sewing  Circle,  Miss  Della 
Snowden,  president,  presented  the  pastor’s 
wife  $6.76  as  a  token  of  their  love.  The 
Rosary-  Sewing  Circle,  Mrs.  Louise  Offer, 
president,  gave  the  pastor  and  his  wife  $17.60 
as  a  token  of  their  appreciation.  The  Ushers’ 
Club,  which  is  composed  of  young  men  re¬ 
cently  converted,  was  organized  by  the  pas¬ 
tor  since  the  revival.  This  club  gave  the  pas¬ 
tor  and  wife  $60  to  help  on  their  trip  to  Con¬ 
ference  and  to  bring  them  back.  They  have 
come  back  full  of  enthusiasm  to  attempt  an¬ 
other  year’s  work  for  the  Master.  The  mem¬ 
bership  of  these  two  churches  is  167,  with  102 
probationers.  The  closing  year  records  $600 
benevolences,  $143  Morgan  College,  $1,302 
stewards,  $1,199  trustees,  with  other  organ¬ 
izations  totaling  $3,288.  The  year’s  work 
has  been  the  best  in  this  pastorate.  We  are 
blessed  to  start  work  afresh  another  year, 
beginning  with  eleven  subscriptions  to  the 
Southwestern,  looking  forward  to  Girls’  Day 
the  third  Sunday,  and  church  debt  rally  the 
fourth  Sunday  of  this  month.  We  have  faith 
in  God  to  achieve  more  for  Him  this  year 
with  the  help  of  these  faithful  members. — 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Broun,  Reporter. 


Activities 

OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT 
Third  Round — Okmulgee-Weleetka,  May 
1  (A.  M.),  and  Weleetka  (afternoon) ;  Boley, 
1,  2;  Vernon,  8;  Tulsa,  8,  9;  Chelsea-Grand 
River,  10,  11;  Elliott-Big  Creek,  12,  13;  Paw- 
huska,  14,  16;  Terlton,  16;  Cleveland  Ct.,  16; 
Porter,  15,  16 ;  Muskogee,  16,  16 ;  Sapulpa,  17 ; 
Depew,  18;  Chandler,  19;  Wellston,  20; 
Meridian  Ct.,  22,  23;  Langston,  22;  Guthrie 
Ct.,  26,  27;  Quayle-Oklahoma  City,  29,  80; 
Clair-Oklahoma  City,  29;  Hennessey,  June  1, 
2;  Shawnee,  8;  Seminole  Ct.,  6-7;  Purcell, 
10;  Chickasha,  11,  12;  Anadarko,  12-14; 
Altus,  17-19;  Waurika,  21;  Ardmore,  26,  27; 
Colbert,  29;  Davis  Ct.,  30  to  July  1;  Grant- 
Gay,  1-3;  Hugo,  8,  4;  McAlester,  8;  Eu- 
faqja,  3,  4. 

Our  District  Conference  is  July  6-10,  at 
Boley,  Okla.  Sunday  School  Institute, 
Wednesday  afternoon.  Epworth  League  In¬ 
stitute,  Thursday  afternoon.  Woman’s  Home, 
Foreign,  and  Ladies’  Aid  Societies,  Friday 
afternoon.  We  will -be  looking  for  you  on 
time  with  your  report.  See  your  pastor  and 
secure  your  report  blank.  This  is  to  be  the 
largest  District  Conference  ever  held  in  the 
State.  Many  outstanding  persons  are  invited, 
and  will  be  on  the  program.  Be  there;  Boley 
is  making  ready  in  fine  shape. — J.  H.  Ellis, 
District  Superintendent. 

SOUTH  BALTIMORE  DISTRICT 

Fir$t  Bound — Atholton,  May  6;  Mt.  Hope, 
6;  Chesapeake  Beach,  7;  Catonsville,  10; 
Davidsonville,  13;  Mt.  Zion,  20;  Churchton, 
21;  Sparrows  Point,  23;  Balnew,  26;  Broad- 
neck,  26;  South  River,  28;  Glenbumie,  June 
8;  Ellicott  City,  4;  Brooklyn,  6;  Patapsco 
Park,  7;  St.  Paul  (Balto.),  9;  Magothy,  11; 
Annapolis,  14;  Eastport,  15;  Waterbury,  16; 
North  Point,  21;  Glllis  (Balto.),  22. 

Dear  Brother:  Remember,  May  8-16  is 
Victory  Week  for  Morgan  College.  Pay  on 
your  own  pledge,  and  then  collect  as  much 


as  you  can  from  other  subscribers.  Be  sure 
to  bring  the  money  yourself  or  have  it  at 
Morgan  College  on  Monday,  May  16,  1927. 
We  must  not  fail  Morgan  College  now.  Pray¬ 
ing  God’s  blessings  upon  you  for  success  in 
soul  winning  and  the  financial  obligations  of 
the  charge.-^ulius  S.  Carroll,  1810  W.  Lan- 
vale  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

VICKSBURG  DISTRICT 

Second  Round — Edwards,  April  80  to  May 
1;  Cary,  6-8;  Vicksburg,  13-16;  Bolton,  20-22; 
Russum  and  Reddicks,  24,  26;  McNair,  28, 
29;  Harriston,  June  4,  6;  Fayette,  10-12; 
Union  Church,  18, 19;  Natchez,  21,  22;  Center¬ 
ville  and  Liberty,  26,  26;  Bude,  July  1-8; 
Meadville,  9,  10;  Meadville  Mission,  12,  18; 
Kirby,  16,  17. — J.  R.  Ross,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

COOKEVILLE,  TENN. 

The  first  Sunday,  April  8,  our  third  quar¬ 
terly  meeting  was  held,  with  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  present.  He  preached  at  Al- 
,good  at  3  P.  M.,  and  at  our  church  here  at 
'7.30  P.  M.  The  Rev.  J.  S.  Nance,  our  beloved 
pastor,  was  at  his  post  and  conducted  the 
morning  service.  At  8.30  P.  M.  the  Rev.  W. 
A.  Waters,  of  Sparta  Station,  paid  us  a 
visit  and  brought  to  us  a  wonderful  message. 
At  7.30  P,  M.  the  Rev.  F.  N.  Collier,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  conducted  the  service 
and  brought  to  us  a  stirring  message  from 
the  subjert,  “The  Multitude,  Christ,  and  the 
Disciples.’’  The  Rev.  Collier  is  loved  by  all; 
he  is  a  man  with  a  broad  vision  for  the  work 
’and  Christ.  We  pray  for  him  much  success 
in  his  work.  Our  church  is  on  the  upward 
march  this  year. — J.  S.  L.,  Reporter. 

DARLING,  MISS. 

Duberry  Chapel:  The  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  April  1  and  2,  with  the 
Rev.  C.  W.  Butler  presiding.  The  oflScers 
were  present  with  written  reports.  Our  new 
pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  Marsh,  had  things  well 
in  hand.  The  Rev.  Butler  preached  a  great 
sermon  on  Sunday  morning  from  St.  Luke 
17.  61.  He  also  administered  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per.  Raised  $42.76;  paid  district  superin¬ 
tendent  in  full,  $36. — Mrs.  Julia  King,  Re¬ 
porter. 

GREENSBORO,  N.  C. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
at  Goshen  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
March  20  and  21,  with  Dr.  P.  P.  Morris,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  presiding.  Sunday  he 
delivered  two  masterful  sermons.  At  11 
A.  M.  he  preached  at  St.  Peters  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  administered  the  Lord’s 
Supper.  At  night  he  was  at  his  best,  and 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermori  at  Goshen 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  On  Monday 
night  he  held  his  quarterly.  Most  of  the 
ofBcers  were  present  with  good  reports,  which 
showed  much  progress  in  the  work.  We  paid 
the  superintendent  $42.96.  The  superintend¬ 
ent  delivered  a  strong  message  concerning 
the  young  people  attending  the  regular 
church  services,  Sunday  school,  and  Epworth 
League,  which  will  prepare  them  for  future 
life  and  service. — N.  C.  Clapp,  Reporter. 

HANDSBORO,  MISS. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
March  26  by  the  district  superintendent.  All 
oflBcers  were  present  with  good  reports.  The 
superintendent  was  present  in  our  Sunday 
school  and  spoke  very  interestingly  concerning 
the  lesson.  At  11  A.  M.  he  preached  a  won¬ 
derful  sermon,  and  many  souls  were  made  to 
rejoice.  At  7.30  P.  M.  a  program  was  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  Ladies’  Aid.  Dr.  Wilson  de¬ 
livered  a  stirring  message.  Total  amount 
raised  was  $60. — Edward  Smith,  Reporter. 

MEADEVILLE,  MISS. 

New  Fork  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
April  2  and  8,  with  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent  in  the  chair.  After  some  brief  remarks, 
the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  J.  R.  Ross, 
opened  the  business  of  the  Conference,  with 
love  to  all  and  malice  to  none.  All  oflicers 
were  present  with  good  reports.  Psdd  the 
superintendent  in  full,  $80.  Total  raised  dur- 
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Ing  the  quarter,  $44.40.  We  want  to  thank  on  Saturday.  On  Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  Dr. 
Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  for  this  great  man.  This  Coleman  preached  to  the  delight  of  all  who 
is  his  third  year,  and  the  district  has  taken  heard  him.  At  8  P.  M.  Dr.  Carruthers,  of 
^  new  life.  The  pastor.  Rev.  P.  S.  Olive,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
iPared  no  pains  in  making  the  Conference  a  preached  a  great  sermon.  It  was  enjoyed 
-success.— P.  S.  Olive,  Pastor;  Mrs.  M.  A.  by  all  who  heard  him.  At  7.30  o’clock.  Dr. 
Olive,  Reporter.  Coleman  again  preached  to  the  delight  of  all. 

_ _  Three  young  laaies  came  forward  and  Joined 

NORTHWEST  GREENSBORO,  N.  C.  the  church.  Dr,  Coleman  urged  the  Confer- 
The  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  ence  to  raise  the  World  ^rvice  quota  in  fuU. 
Northwest  Greensboro  charge  was  held  in  the  Raised  during  the  Conference,  $62.10;  raised 
Warren  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  during  the  quarter,  $117.86.  Paid  district  su- 
April  8-10,  with  Dr.  J.  P.  Morris  in  the  chair,  perintendent  in  full. — I.  H.  Hammond,  Re- 
Notwithstanding  the  inclement  weather  and  porter, 
bad  roads,  a  number  of  the  brethren  were  on 
hand  with  written  reports.  Dr.  J.  P,  Mor¬ 
ris,  district  superintendent,  is  a  splendid  pre¬ 
siding  officer,  and  looks  after  the  business  in 
detail.  The  brethren  are  elated  over  the  way 
he  conducted  the  business.  On  Sunday  Dr. 

Morris  preached  a  very  forceful  sermon,  one 
that  will  linger  long  in  the  thoughts  of  the 
members  and  friends  who  heard  him.  We 
raised  during  the  quarter,  $480.60.  Of  this 
amount  the  pastor  received  $188.97;  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  received  $27.40;  Bennett 
College,  $66;  and  the  remainder,  $164.13,  went 
to  the  trustees.  The  same  was  applied  on  the 
indebtedness  of  the  church.  We  plan  to 
double  our  World  Service  giving.  My  peo¬ 
ple  are  heroic,  and  need  the  prayers  of  the 
church  in  their  struggie. — N.  S.  T.  Sham- 
borguer.  Pastor. 

SHREVEPORT,  LA. 

^  Dr.  J.  D.  David  preached  at  the  evening  BLACKMON 

Prvice,  Sunday,  March  3,  to  an  appreciative  killed  by  a  gi 

Siudience.  The  members  of  St.  James  are  al-  McNair,  Miss. 

ways  glad  to  have  the  Rev.  Davis  in  their  known  and  w« 

midst.  The  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  him.  He  was 

held  Tuesday  evening,  April  6.  The  reports  Society  for  a 

were  indeed  gratifying.  The  reports  showed  dutiful  and  It 

that  there  was  an  increase  along  all  lines.  Episcopal  Chu 

and  the  future  of  the  church  seemed  brighter  The  funeral  w 

than  ever  before.  The  average  amount  col-  Poster  and  th 

lected  for  the  quarter  was  $76  per  week.  We  is  survived  by 
•  <1  «  *  ......  ....  * 


‘The  Amen  Corner’ 

Rent  for  Oomer"  pnid  by  Bonnd  of  Peniioiii 


Obituaries 

BAGLEY — ^Mrs.  Julia  Ann  Bagley  was  born 
at  Liberty  HUl,  Texas,  March  28,  1874.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Moore. 
At  an  early  age  she  was  converted  to  the 
Christian  faith  and  joined  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  She  was  married  to  Mr. 
James  Bagl^,  June  6,  1890,  in  the  city  of 
Lampasas,  Texas,  and  to  this  union  were 


Communion  Service  Outfits 

Individual,  the  present  day 
method— cleanly  and  sanitary. 
A  more  impreaeive  aervioe. 


A  more  impi .  .  _ 

Beautiful  sets  at  laasonabla 
ptkea.  Write  for  eatalog. 

DeMoulin  Bros,  dk  Co.,  Dsyt  4^  Graan*n%  B. 


CHURCai  FURNHtJRE 

-  BvtryMmfor  Chmth  tmd  Sumity  Sd»»l  ^ 
I  Mb  AMiPaMn'OYM.  H 

J  DsMoulm  Bros.  Co. 
sd  1142  SeMh4diSt..OMtMr«l>,nheii  HT 
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Cards  of  Thanks 

The  pastor  wishes  to  express  his  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  the  ladies  of  St.  Michael  Mfethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Webb,  Miss.,  for  $16  given 
on  the  purchase  of  a  Conference  suit.  The 
project  was  led  by  Sister  L.  B.  Roberts  and 
other  good  sisters.  I  thank  you  all  for  the 
amount  given  me. — R.  D.  Reed,  Pastor. 

I  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  good 
women  of  Dekalb,  Miss.,  for  helping  the  pas¬ 
tor  to  secure  a  suit  and  make  ready  for  Con¬ 
ference.  The  good  women  reported  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Sisters  R.  Fox,  $8;  C.  Love,  $3;  E. 
Lee,  $8;  E.  Scott,  $8;  M.  Jones,  ^.60;  S. 
Riley,  C.  Scott,  $3;  L.  Grady,  $1;  M. 
Jack,  $1;  Sister  Clark,  $1;  Sisters  O.  Scott 
and  L.  Love,  20  cents  each.  I  pray  God’s 
richest  blessing  upon  these  good  people. — 

E.  H.  Williams,  Pastor. 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  The  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Society  and  good 
friends  of  the  New  Haven  Chapel  Meth^ist 
Episcopal  Church  for  the  storm  which  struck 
the  parsonage  Saturday  night,  February  6, 
with  one  hundred  pounds  of  choice  groceries 
and  a  splendid  purse.  The  party  was  led  by 
Sisters  Viola  Tillman,  Mattie  Smith,  Lillie 
Sanders,  Jessie  Murray,  Jannie  Braddock, 
and  Bro.  Y.  Williams,  Jr.  With  bowed  heads 
around  the  table,  God’s  blessing  was  invoked 
upon  this  party.  You  are  welcome  to  come 
again  at  any  time. — ^The  Rev.  J.  H.  Oliver, 
Pastor,  Hensley,  Ark. 

The  pastor  of  St.  Paul  and  Spring  Hill 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  takes  this  method 
to  thank  the  following  members  for  a  suit 
of  clothes  for  Conference:  Mesdames  E.  Car¬ 
ter,  Ida  McCoy,  I.  Heidleburg,  R.  Evans, 

F.  Arrington,  M.  Arrington,  Miss  Annie 
Evans,  $8  each;  Mrs.  Louisa  Johnson,  $6; 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Button,  $1.60;  Bro.  Dan  McCoy, 
$1.80;  Bro.  Dave  Husband,  60  cents.  May 
God  bless  this  untiring  committee.  We  also 
wish  to  thank  the  chudren  of  the  Mothers’ 
Jewels  and  Home  Guards  for  their  surprise 
party  which  brought  many  choice  gifts,  ties, 
socks,  handkerchiefs,  and  other  things.  God 
bless  you  all. — ^The  Rev.  G.  W.  Johnson,  Shu- 
buta.  Miss. 

Marriage 

OLIVE— RANDOLPH.  The  Rev.  P.  S. 
Olive  and  Miss  M.  A.  Randolph  were  united 
at  matrimony  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  A.  A. 
Randolph.  Miss  Randolph  is  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  A.  A.  Randolph,  a  successful  vegetable 
grower  of  Jefferson  County,  and  treasurer  of 
the  Vicksburg  District.  This  couple  were 
united  in  matrimony  by  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Ross, 
district  superintend^ent,  at  4.80,  April  4.  A 
grand  reception  was  given  at  the  home  of  the 
bride,  after  which  they  returned  to  the  par¬ 
sonage,  where  they  enjoyed  a  nice  reception 
given  in  honor  of  the  Rev.  P.  S.  Olive  and 
wife  by  the  Ladies’  Aid,  Epworth  League,  and 
Sunday  school.  The  Rev.  Olive  is  a  successful 
pastor  of  the  Mefidville  charge.  We  pray 
God’s  blessing  upon  pastor  and  wife. — Miss 
L.  V.  Mctryer,  Reporter. 


Tuskegee  Institute  Summer  Quarter 

TEN  WEEKS:  JUNE  6  TO  AUGUST  13 
First  Term:  June  6  to  July  9.  Second  Term:  July  11  to  August  13. 

Recitations  six  days  in  the  week.  Twelve  weeks'  work  in  ten  weeks.  Credit  granted 
toward  High  School  and  Junior  College  Diplomas  in  Teacher  Training. 

Certificates  extended  and  renewed.  Registration  fee,  $3.50  for  one  term;  or  $6.00  for 
both  terms,  payable  in  advance.  Write  for  Catalog. 

R.  R.  MOTON.  Principal  B.  C.  ROBERTS,  Director 


DICKS 

ANTISEPTIC 


^  ^roRcuTs.wouNDS.Dmitses. 

^  5URIIS.SCALDS.CRAMPS.CDIJC 

A  PROMPTGCRMICIDE 

HEAUNO^  SOOTHING- COOLING 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


F.  A.  DICKS 


433  Bourbon  St 


Tie  Trize  Winning 
CHILDREN’S  DAY 


PROGRAM  for  1927 


p«retchen*t  Wondrous  Adventure, 

^by  Mae  M.  Rideout,  is  the 
program  selected  from  the 
many  submitted  to  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Day  Program  Contest  for 
publication  this  year.  The  qual¬ 
ities  that  won  for  it  this  distinc¬ 
tion  will  help  immeasurably  in 
making  your  celebration  a  suc¬ 
cess. 

Send  for  a  free  sample  copy. 


Atk  for  a 
eample  copy 


Gretchen  is  a  little  girl  who 
runs  away  from  school  tired, 
dirty  and  discouraged.  With 
the  aid  of  the  birds  and  flowers 
she  is  convinced  that  life  is 
really  lovely  and  gets  back  into 
her  stride  with  all  the  en¬ 
thusiasm  life  deserves.  < 


Special  Notice 

CENTRAL  ALABAMA  CONFERENCE 
The  minutes  of  the  Conference  ate  now 
ready,  and  just  as  soon  as  remittance,  in 
keeping  with  the  resolution  at  Conference,  is 
made  to  the  Rev.  P.  P.  Wright,  treasurer 
minute  fund,  the  minutes  will  be  sent  to  each 
superintendent  for  distribution.  Please  do 
not  delay  the  matter  any  longer.  The 
minutes  could  have  been  sent  out  a  month 
ago  if  the  money  had  been  reported. — J.  L. 
Wilson,  Secretary. 


. ASK  AND  YE  SHALL  RECEIVE . 

Send  me  a  free  sample  copy  of  “Gretchen’s  Wondrous  Adventure,”  the  Children’s 
Day  Program  for  1927, 

Name  . . . , . - 


Inquiry 

Annie  Graham  Lacy  wishes  to  find  her 
uncle,  Henry  Graham,  who  lived  in  Greens¬ 
boro,  N.  C.  He  is  now  about  seventy  years 
of  age.  He  is  the  youngest  brother  of  her 
father,  whose  name  was  John  Graham.  PlOase 
send  any  information  to  her  pastor,  the  Rev. 
R.  B.  Adams,  Box  11,  Durant,  Miss. 


Street  and  Number 


The  Board  of  Education  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois 
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MAY 


|ARPED  indeed  must  be  the  soul  of  the  one  who  has  no 
glad  welcome  for'  the  magic  month  of  May !  What  mar¬ 
velous  transformations  a  few  warm  days  make !  One  day 
Mother. Nature  appears  very  unattraedve  in  her  shabby  winter  garb 
of  dull  browns  and  grays.  But,  behold !  the  soft  southwest  wind 
stirs  through  her  rags;  the  sun  gazes  at  her  with  fiery  ardor  one 
moment,  and  the  dripping  shower  refreshes  her  the  next;  when 
suddenly  she  comes  before  our  wondering  eyes  robed  in  garments 
of  tenderest  green  and  filling  the  air  with  languorous  blossom  scents. 
Ever  new,  ever  delightful  is  the  gracious  beauty,  the  revivifying  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  early  spring.  The  Giver  of  all  good  has  indeed 
placed  us  in  a  most  beautiful  world.  But  how  many  of  us  go  on 
our  way  with  unseeing  eyes,  shutting  out  all  the  sweet  influences  of 
this  wonderful  outer  sanctuary,  and  never  allowing  ourselves  to 
come  near  to  the  great  throbbing  heart  of  Nature,  whose  shy 
secrets  she  is  so  willing  to  impart  to  her  true  disciples.  We  are  too 
unready  to  learn  the  lessons  spread  on  the  open  book  of  God’s 
wide  out-doors — lessons  that  only  he  who  understands  can  interpret 
aright,  so  intangible  are  they,  so  elusive;  but,  when  once  compre¬ 
hended,  how  sweet,  how  satisfying,  how  holy  is  the  communion 
with  nature  and  nature’s  God ! 
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Personal  and  General 

— Dr.  J.  U.  King,  who  for  five  years  was 
pastor  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  recently  ap¬ 
pointed  district  superintendent  of  the  Alex¬ 
andria  District,  wishes  to  announce  his  new 
address  as  2620  Georgia  Avenue,  N.  W., 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Central  Missouri 
Conference  Appointments 

HANNIBAL  DISTRICT 
C.  S.  Wkhstes,  Di$t.  Bupt. 

2109  Hope  Street,  Hannibal,  Mo. 
Bowling  Green,  Alfred  Clay.  Clarksville, 
Badie  Ray.  Columbia,  M.  L.  Jackson.  Els- 
berry,  C.  C.  Cato.  Fayette,  Spencer  Ray. 
Foristell,  A.  C.  Smith.  Fort  Madison,  A. 
C.  White.  Fulton,  J.  C.  Jau:kson.  Hannibal, 
J.  C.  McGlnty.  Louisiana,  James  McKnight. 
Mexico,  A.  H.  Higgs.  Moberly,  E.  F.  Pate. 
Montgomery,  W.  C.  Ellis.  New  Bloomfield, 
E.  T.  Carrington.  Sturgeon,  C.  G.  Glaspie. 
Troy,  W.  H.  Smith.  WeUsviile,  J.  W.  Ter¬ 
rell.  Truesdale  (J.  C.  Grady). 

KANSAS  CITY  DISTRICT 
E.  W.  Haitkah,  Dist,  Bupt. 

1619  Norton  Avenue,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Armstrong,  F.  D.  Avant.  Blackburn  Ct., 
C.  C.  Reynolds.  Des  Moines,  H.  L.  Overton. 
Glasgow,  R.  G.  Williams.  Glasgow  Ct.,  L.  F. 
Payne.  Independence,  J.  H.  McAllister. 
Kansas  City:  Centennial,  M.  L.  Mackay; 
Clark  Chapel,  T.  J.  Jones;  St.  Mark  (P. 
Overton).  Lexington  and  Wellington,  H.  T. 
Reeves.  Malta  Bend  and  Gillian,  Harmon  J. 
Harrison.  Marshall,  W.  H.  Wheeler.  Mar¬ 
shalltown,  C.  N.  Wright.  Mason  City,  Iowa, 
A.  L.  Woolfolk.  Slater,  R;  H.  Young.  St. 
Joseph,  W.  F.  Walker.  Sioux  City,  H.  W. 
James. 

SEDALIA  DISTRICT 
E.  L.  McAixiarea,  Ditt.  Bupt. 

213  West  Morgan  Street,  Sedalia,  Mo. 
Beaman  Ct.  (R.  Twyman).  Butler  Ct., 
W.  H.  Huston.  Carthage,  W.  A.  Payton. 
California  Ct.,  Ernest  Scott.  Clinton,  D.  J. 
Mitchell.  Dresden  Ct.,  A.  M.  Sommervllle. 
Greenfield  Ct.,  M.  Denney.  Georgetown  Ct., 
C.  D.  Hester.  Holden  Ct.,  to  be  supplied. 
Joplin,  E.  A.  Graham.  Knobnoster  (S.  A. 
Graves).  Lebanon  Ct.,  R.  Colder.  Neosho 
Ct.  (J.  A.  Holt).  Osceola  Ct.,  Arthur  San¬ 
ders.  Rolla,  H.  C.  Shaw.  Sedalia,  W.  L. 
Lee.  Springfield,  L.  R.  Grant.  Sweet 
Springs,  F.  D.  Woodford.  Versailles  Ct.,  R. 

G.  Smith.  Warrensburg,  E.  M.  Madden. 

ST.  LOUIS  DISTRICT 
G.  D.  Hancock,  Dist.  Bupt. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

De  Soto,  J.  C.  Guyton.  East  St.  Louis, 

H.  G.  Kirkpatrick.  Farmington,  Clarence 
Banks.  Fredericktown-Ironton,  W.  D. 
Rivers.  Festus,  A.  J.  Williams.  Jackson¬ 
ville,  Ill.,  F.  S.  Bowles.  Lovejoy,  L.  W. 
Smith.  Malden,  Mo.,  M.  D.  Giles.  Neather- 
lands-Steele  (P.  Dantzler).  Peoria,  A.  E. 
Miller.  Poplar  Bluffs  and  Sikeston,  L.  C. 
Dawkins.  St.  Charles,  J.  H.  Boone.  Spring¬ 
field-Buff  alo,  A.  M.  Todd.  St.  Louis:  Asbury, 
A.  E.  Diggs;  Howard  Place,  Thomas  H. 
Parish;  Kinloch  Park,  C.  W.  Sims;  La  Salle, 
Robert  Woods;  Union  Memorial,  B.  F.  Ab¬ 
bott,  L  E.  Vincent;  Webster  Groves,  LeRoy 
Woolrich;  Samaritan,  A.  L.  Re)molds. 

Wiley  College  Notes 

The  Older  Boys’  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Conference 
held  at  Temple  was  evidently  an  impressive 
one,  as  judged  from  the  glowing  reports  from 
several  delegates  passing  through  Marshall, 
and  who  stopped  by  Wiley  College.  Refer¬ 
ence  was  made  especially  to  the  large  attend¬ 
ance,  which  reached  practically  200  boys ; 
“and  if  they  averaged  anything  like  as  high 
a  personality  test  as  the  group  that  visited 
Wiley,”  says  this  correspondent,  “the  ‘Y’  is 
to  be  both  congratulated  and  felicitated  upon 
its  idea  and  ite  ideals:” 

President  Dogan,  who  is  connected  with  the 


“Y”  in  a  State  and  national  capacity,  was  at 
tlie  meeting,  and  he  says  the  type  of  boys 
who  composed  the  personnel  of  the  Temple 
Older  Boys’  Conference  are  a  credit  to  the 
aspirations  of  the  race — “a  fine  group,”  was 
the  way  this  educator  designated  the  delega- 


Help  the  Flood  Sufferers 

There  Is  ^eat  distress  amonft  our 
ministers,  members,  and  othm  in 
the  Mississippi,  Upper  Mississippi,  and 
Louisiana  Conferences  alon^  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  ^ver. 

Mr.  R.  H.  McAllister,  business  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate,  reports  the  situation  as 
follows:  “Impossible  to  describe  Vicks¬ 
burg  situation.  Pitiful,  pathetic, 
heart-rending  are  mild  terms.  Your 
assistance  will  mean  much  to  this 
suffering  humanity.’’ 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  W.  P.  Thirkield  are 
moved  by  the  distress  and  suffering  of 
our  homeless  people,  and  the  Bishop 
and  his  good  wife  send  a  check  for 
$100.00  to  start  off  the  New  Orleans 
Area  Flood  Sufferers’  Fund. 

I  am  requesting  our  churches  to  take 
a  collection  and  our  well-to-do  lay¬ 
men  to  send  special  contributions  at 
once  to  my  office,  631  Baronne  Street. 
All  contributions  will  be  acknowledged 
through  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate. 

MONEY  RECEIVED 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  W.  P.  Thirkield, 

$100.00 

R.  E.  Jones  and  wife .  100.00 

Prompt  response  urgently  requested. 

R.  E.  JONES, 

Resident  Bishop. 


tion.  It  is  the  further  opinion  of  Dr.  Dogan 
that  because  of  the  increasing  interest  show¬ 
ing  among  local  Hi-Y  clubs,  the  Older  Boys’ 
Conferences  are  destined  to  become  sources 
of  great  dynamic,  moral,  religious,  and  social 
forces.  Among  the  leaders  attending  this 
conference  were  President  Dogan,  of  Wiley; 
Dr.  E.  W.  Kelley,  pastor  Wesley  Tabernacle 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Galveston;  Dean 
O.  A.  Fuller,  Bishop  College;  Prof.  H.  B. 
Pemberton,  Marshall.  Prof.  S.  H.  Fowler,  of 
Fort  Worth,  was  director  of  the  conference. 

President  Dogan  was  on  program  to  dis¬ 
cuss  “The  Negro’s  Contribution  to  His  Own 
Progress,”  at  a  two-day  conference  of  church 
leaders  on  race  relations  held  at  Austin,  April 
5,  6.  Referring  to  this  conference  he  said, 
“I  have  never  before  attended  an  interracial 
meeting  that  impressed  me  more  profoundly 
with  the  absolute  sincerity  of  the  partici¬ 
pants;  and  that  means  the  white  as  well  as 
the  colored  attendants.”  Commenting  fur¬ 
ther  upon  the  work  on  race  relations  and 
social  progress  being  done  by  various  or¬ 
ganizations,  Dr.  Dogan  remarked  that  the 
church  in  all  ages  apparently  has  been  the 
slowest  to  adopt  new  and  liberal  ideals.  It 
has  been  skeptical  towards  everything  that 
did  not  conform  to  staid  traditions.  At  first, 
he  said,  there  seemed  to  be  a  note  of  skep¬ 
ticism  manifest  in  the  Austin  meeting;  but 
the  situation  soon  cleared  up  and  everybody 
was  facing  the  problems  in  a  whole-hearted, 
fearless  way.  Among  the  topics  discussed 
were;  “Race  Relations  of  the  South — An  In¬ 
ternational  Problem,”  “Changing  Racial 
Ideals,”  “Negro  Health  and  Housing  in 
Texas,”  “Institutional  Care  of  Negroes,  State 
and  Private,”  “Negroes  and  the  Courts  in 
Texas,”  “Negro  Education  in  Texas,”  “Reli¬ 
gious  Life  and  Opportunities  of  the  Negro,” 
“Negro’s  Contribution  to  His  Own  Progress,” 
“How  Shall  Texas  Meet  the  Race  Issue?” 

“More  frequent  conferences  of  this  char¬ 
acter,”  said  the  Marshall  educator,  “will  go 
a  long  way  towards  removing  the  causes  for 
and  possibilities  of  race  friction.” 

Just  the  week  prior.  Dr.  Dogan  delivered 
a  paper  on  “Negro  Delinquency,”  before  the 
State  organization  of  white  social  workers  at 
Houston,  and  out  of  respect  for  the  truth 
was  compelled  to  admit  a  good  many  short¬ 
comings  of  the  race.  He  says  he  was  glad 


of  the  opportunity  to  have  a  comeback  and  to 
be  able  to  tell  of  some  of  the  Neno’s  strong 
points  as  exhibited  in  the  matenal  and  in¬ 
tangible  contributions  which  he  is  making  to 
his  own  progress. 

Samuel  Huston  College 
Announces  Summer  School 

Added  Attractions  Offered 

The  Samuel  Huston  College  announcements 
for  the  summer  session,  which  opens  June  8, 
bring  in  the  form  of  a  neat  and  takable  bul¬ 
letin  full  iqformation  on  courses,  faculty,  and 
other  attractive  features  which  are  offered 
students  and  the  teachers  of  Texas  and  ad¬ 
joining  States. 

The  fees  are  higher  and  more  attractive 
than  ever,  and  the  curriculum  presents  an 
interesting  variety  of  college  credit  courses  in 
education — English,  sociology,  economics,  and 
the  natural  sciences.  To  make  it  possible 
for  students  to  absolve  college  entrance  units 
and  remove  conditions,  several  high-school 
courses  are  offered.  Physical  education 
courses,  under  Prof.  Dean  Mohr,  is  also  an 
•added  attraction.  The  dining  hall  and  the 
dormitories  for  men  and  women  will  be  open 
and  a  regular  quarter  of  school  work  for 
regular  students,  as  well  as  teachers,  is  em¬ 
phasized.  The  summer  school  will  be  directed 
by  Acting  Dean  H.  L.  Stevens,  who  is  an 
experienced  educator  and  well-known  for 
summer-school  work  in  Texas.  Dean  Harry 
W.  Greene,  who  has  been  on  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  for  a  year  in  study  for  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Science  in  Education  at  Columbia, 
is  reported  to  have  charge  of  his  usual  sub¬ 
jects. 

Twenty-Fifth  Annual 
Commencement  Excersises 
and  Exhibit 

of  the  Okolona  Industrial  Bchool,  Okolona, 
Mississippi,  May  12-18,  19^ 

Thursday,  8  P.  M. — Recital,  Music  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Friday,  8  P.  M. — Whittemorc  Oratorical 
Contest. 

Sunday,  3  P.  M. — Baccalaureate  sermon  by 
Bishop  Theo.  D.  Bratton,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  dio¬ 
cese  of  Mississippi. 

Sunday,  8  P.  M. — Alumni  anniversary. 

Monday,  8  P.  M. — Okolona  Concert  Com¬ 
pany. 

Tuesday,  10  A.  M. — Class  day  exercises. 

Tuesday,  8  P.  M. — Drama,  “The  Dream  of 
Queen  Esther.” 

Wednesday,  10  A.  M. — Exhibit  of  indus¬ 
tries. 

Wednesday,  2  P.  M. — Annual  meeting, 
board  of  trustees. 

Wednesday,  8  P.  M. — Graduation  exercises. 
Annual  address  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Reynolds,  Dean, 
Haven  Teachers’  College,  Meridian,  Miss. 
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CONSIDERATIONS  of  control  of  the  general 
crime-wave  among  the  youth  of  the  country,  of 
their  marked  moral  laxity,  and  of  their  tendency 
to  self-destruction  by  suicide,  have  caused  a  more  anxious 
and  determined  study  of  remedial  measures  for  coping 
with  these  social  ills. 

One  attitude,  representing  probably  the  bulk  of  those 
who  think  in  religious  terms  is,  that  only  by  training 
boyhood  and  youth  to  be  law-abiding,  can  the  crime  tend¬ 
ency  be  checked.  And  the  church  and  school  afford  the 
proper  atmosphere  and  training  ground  for  this  task. 
That  is  the  position  taken  by  H.  B.  Chamberlin,  director 
of  the  Chicago  Crime  Commission.  “If  the  church  and 
school,”  says  he,  “did  what  they  were  organized  to  do, 
there  would  be  less  crime  in  the  world.”  He  thinks  this 

»is  a  situation  for  which  we  all  are  to  be  blamed.  Con¬ 
tinuing,  he  says,  “There  is  certainly  need  of  religious 
education.  Every  adult  criminal  represents  a  breakdown 
in  the  machinery  of  organized  society.  Such  machinery 
seems  to  have  been  passed  on  to  the  courts  and  prisons 
because  other  factors  have  failed  to  make  him  socially 
fit.  If  the  church  and  schools  cannot  do  this,”  Mr. 
Chamberlin  thinks,  “we  are  a  long  way  from  the  solu¬ 
tion  of  the  crime  problem,”  which  begins  with  the  boy. 
This  is  one  of  the  major  problems  for  discussion  in  the 
sessions  of  the  Religious  Education  Association,  recently 
assembled  in  Chicago. 

That  this  challenge  is  keenly  felt  in  other  quarters 
is  seen  reflected  in  the  new  moral  education  courses  just 
established  in  the  public  schools  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  After 
a  year  of  careful  study  of  the  needs  to  be  met,  the  su¬ 
perintendent  and  a  committee  of  teachers  drew  up  a 
course  of  instruction  calculated,  it  is  thought,  to  com¬ 
bat  successfully  the  widespread  and  lamentable  moral 
let-down  of  modern  youth.  The  course,  graduated  ac¬ 
cording  to  approximate  age  and  grade  groups,  aims  to 
build  morale,  develop  industry,  improve  scholarship,  re¬ 
duce  failure,  to  stop  stealing,  develop  courtesy,  good 
manners,  loyalty  and  courage,  and  to  place  greater  em¬ 
phasis  on  training  emotions,  etc.,  in  relation  to  the  moral 
welfare  of  the  group.  It  is  hoped  that  this  course  will 
foster  closer  co-operation  with  the  home  also.  The  net 
result  expected  is  that  thus  the  child’s  sense  of  right  and 
wrong  will  be  developed,  his  will  to  do  right  be  strength¬ 
ened,  and  he  will  be  led  to  correct  social  attitudes  and 
habits. 

In  other  w'ords,  the  modem  school  must  shift,  or 
share,  the  exaggerated  intellectual  emphasis  now'  being 
given  the  youth,  with  the  moral  emphasis.  As  truly  as 
there  are  intellectual  modes  and  formulas  which  are  valu¬ 
able,  there  are  likewise  moral  formulas  of  thought  and 
feeling  that  constitute  the  highest  ideals  of  life  and 
achievement.  To  reinforce  and  create  these  is  the  high- 
I  est  function  of  any  social  institution.  This  premier  ob- 
P  ligation  the  school  cannot  evade.  It  must  relate  mankind 
intelligently  to  our  total  environment.  That  includes 
the  moral  and  religious  phenomena  that  humanity  has 
found  an  indispensable  part  of  conscious  experience. 


Can  Young  People  Be  Saved? 


That  institution  which  does  not  bring  to  those  whom 
it  serves  such  an  outlook  upon  life  as  to  include  those 
weightier  facts  of  moral  and  spiritual  destiny ;  those  facts 
of  the  relation  of  man  to  his  fellows  in  time  and  there¬ 
after  as  these  facts  existed  and  were  interpreted  in  the 
mind  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  unfaithful  to  its  task  and  falls 
far  short  of  its  opportunity.  The  moral  education  of 
the  youth  is  the  one  burning  task  encumbent  on  church, 
school,  and  home  if  the  present  generation  of  youth  is 
to  be  arrested  from  the  downward  tendency  which,  be- 
yound  cavil,  is  manifest  alarmingly  in  the  life  of  the 
youth  and  of  the  environment  which  surrounds  them. 

Whether  the  tendency  can  be  arrested  by  these  agen¬ 
cies  is  not  certain,  for  these  themselves  seem  to  be  under¬ 
going  a  period  of  impaired  influence  in  the  scheme  of 
ethical  control.  But  at  present  they  are  the  best  yet 
evolved  by  society  for  the  purpose.  If  these  fail,  until 
some  better  institution  arises,  it  is  sad  to  contemplate 
the  moral  lapse  that  will  ensue.  The  moral  sentiment 
of  society  must  be  mobilized  and  brought  to  the  aid  of 
the  church,  the  school,  and  the  home,  that  these  shall 
become  more  effective  in  society’s  battle  to  make  our 
youth  socially  more  fit. 

A  high  moral  sense  and  a  rededication  of  those  who 
head  up  the  churches,  homes,  and  schools  of  the  nation 
to  the  divine  responsibility  of  snatching  youth  from  the 
maelstrom  of  evil  now  engulfing  it,  is  the  present  pressing 
requisite  of  the  situation.  Preachers,  parents,  and  teach¬ 
ers,  God-filled,  are  the  chief  valid  instruments  of  influence. 
As  such  leaders  relax  their  tension  in  devotion  and  suffer 
a  sag  in  their  ideals,  the  youth  note  the  fact  and  are 
adversely  impelled.  Age  must  set  the  example  for  youth 
by  itself  climbing  the  ascent  of  moral  and  spiritual  beauty 
of  conduct  and  character,  if  it  would  have  youth  to  follow. 

World  Service  Receipts 

Comparative  Statement  for  Ten  Months  Ending  March  81,  1927 


Second  Third 

W.  S.  Year  W.  S.  Year 

June  .  $322,965  94  $274,847  06 

July  .  356,912  88  333,661  29 

August  .  361,883  76  336,496  72 

September  .  1,146,831  69  1,036,637  68 

October  .  1,896,179  88  1J500,096  08 

November  ....  169,498*  22  194^297  92 

December .  302,399  66  324,762  40 

January  .  419,663  62  413,187  49 

February  .  400,643  68  436,829  06 

March  .  686,313  20  662,263  36 


Over 

Preceding  Year 


$24,799  70 
22,362  76 

36,i85  48 
76,940  16 


Under 

Preceding  Year 
$48,118  89 
22,361  69 
16,387  04 
109,194  01 
396,084  80 


6,376  03 


Total . $6,960,192  22  $5Jill,967  96  .  $438,224  27 

NEEDED  INCOME  FOR  APRIL  AND  MAY 


World  Service  receipts  (net)  second 

World  Service  year . 

First  ten  months  third  World  service 

year  . 

Needed  income  for  April  and  May  this 
year  to  equal  second  World  Service 

year  . 

World  Service  receipts  (net)  April,  sec¬ 
ond  World  Service  year . $1,161,211  12 

World  Service  receipts  (net)  May,  second 
World  Service  year .  1,018,186  05 

Total  for  two  months . 

Increase  needed  during  April  and  May 
this  year  . 


$8,119,639  39 
6,611,967  95 


2,607,671  44 


$2,169,347  17 
438,224  27 
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Facing  Some  Country  Church  Problems^ 

By  Warren  H.  Wilson 

1HAVE  just  finished  reading  a  lecture  upon  the  work  in  this  area  has  no  church.  They  show  also  that  among 
of  my  own  church  among  country  people,  and  I  am  the  churches  in  the  town  and  country  population  only 
impressed  with  its  great  extent.  The  country  pas-  one  in  eight  has  a  resident  pastor  on  full  time.  That 
tors  serve  the  people  whose  place  of  residence  is  deter-  this  area  is  dependent  on  boards  is  shown  by the  low 
mined  by  their  engagement  in  any  of  five  great  industries  incomes  of  the  greatest  class  of  workers,  namely  farmers, 

— agriculture,  lumbering,  fishing,  mining,  and  oil-produc-  who  constitute  sixty  per  cent  of  the  whole.  The  Depart¬ 
ing.  These  workers  attend  and  maintain  three  fourths  ment  of  Agriculture  is  responsible  for  the  statement  that 
of  the  congregations  of  my  own  denomination.  Of  the  the  average  income  of  farmers  in  the  years  1913-1926 
greater  denominations  in  the  Home  Missions  Council  was  less  than  $1,000.  A  farmer  cannot  on  this  pay  for 
even  a  larger  proportion  in  rural.  Here  is  the  great-  his  labor  and  management  support  a  minister  who  de- 
est  religious  field  of  America.  As  a  whole  the  city  mands  as  pay  for  his  services  a  salary  of  $2,000.  Most 
churches  maintain  their  own  administration.  That  of  of  the  pastors  in  this  area  are  absentees  from  the  churches 
country  churches  centers  mainly  upon  the  Board  of  they  serve,  testifying  in  this  scant  ministry  to  their  neces- 
Home  Missions.  sity  of  finding  an  income  where  they  can.  Very  naturally 

That  country  church  work  is  still  a  missionary  field  the  greater  number  of  country  churches  are  closed  on 
is  disclosed  by  the  studies  of  the  Institute  of  Social  Re-  any  given  Sabbath  day  because,  being  on  part-time  min- 
ligious  Research,  which  give  a  measurement  of  the  degree  istry,  these  churches  have  to  take  their  turn  from  the 
of  penetration  of  the  gospel  among  the  people  of  the  Sundays  out  of  the  month  to  be  closed, 
country.  Their  studies  show  that  only  one  sixth  of  t^e  The  financial  solution  of  the  country  problem  will  j|j 
population  dwelling  in  towns,  villages,  and  open  country  not  be  attained  until  the  churches  provide  a  central  fund  " 
is  in  any  Protestant  church,  while  one  community  in  seven  for  the  equalizing  of  the  salaries  of  pastors. 

“Love  Circle,”  Ministers'  Wives’  Associa¬ 
tion,  Annapolis,  Maryland 

ON  A  balmy  September  afternoon  in  1926,  a  sainted  ant  secretary ;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Love,  corresponding  secretary ; 
mother  in  Israel  called  to  see  the  writer  of  this  Mrs.  Anna  Evans,  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  J.  L.  Evans, 
article.  After  conversing  awhile,  she  said:  “I  chaplain;  Miss  Lottie  Ruddock,  sister  of  the  late  Rev. 
will  soon  be  leaving  here  to  spend  the  winter  with  my  E.  J.  Ruddock,  domestic  science  teacher  in  Annapolis 
son  in  Kansas  City,  but  before  I  go  I  want  to  organize  high  school,  is  financial  secretary. 

the  ministers’  wives  in  this  rural  section  into  an  asso-  The  Rev.  E.  A.  Love,  S.T.B.,  deserves  great  credit 
ciation  that  they  may  get  together  socially,  and  also  for  the  interest  he  has  manifested  in  the  Love  Circle.  He 
help  the  retired  ministers’  fund.”  has  attended  the  meetings  regularly,  and  has  encouraged 

This  thoughtful  woman  is  none  other  than  the  one  the  women  by  his  help  in  various  ways.  His  wholesome  | 
who  is  well  known  throughout  the  Washington  Annual  advice  and  special  addresses  have  added  much  to  the  liter- 
Conference  as  an  organizer  among  women  and  children,  ary  program.  After  typewriting  the  constitution  and 
Mrs.  Susie  Love,  evangelist,  wife  of  the  date  Rev.  J.  C.  presenting  it  to  the  Circle,  he  had  a  copy  typewritten  for 
Love,  mother  of  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Love,  Annapolis ;  Dr.  each  member.  The  Circle  will  always  be  obligated  to  him 
Love,  Kansas  City;  and  two  lawyers.  Charleston,  W.  Va.  as  one  of  its  sponsors. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  Love,  the  ministers’  wives.  The  Circle  meets  monthly.  The  membership  is  small- 
daughters,  sisters,  and  local  deacons’  wives  of  Annapolis  fourteen,  including  officers.  The  endeavors,  however,  have 
and  rural  vicinity,  met  at  the  parsonage  of  Asbury  Meth-  been  to  help  raise  funds  that  the  life  of  the  veterans  of 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Her  plans  were  stated,  dis-  the  cross  may  be  easier  and  more  pleasant  while  resting 
cussed,  and  finally  agreed  upon.  Mrs.  Love  is  thorough  here  from  their  labors,  awaiting  the  last  adventure  to  the 
in  her  work.  She  had  a  constitution  already  drawn  up.  great  beyond. 

Each  article  and  by-law  was  voted  upon  and  adopted.  From  the  dues,  entertainments,  and  special  collections 

The  officers  were  then  elected,  and  the  organization  con-  from  Asbury  Church,  Annapolis,  Eastport  charge,  and 
summated.  The  late  Mrs.  Harriet  Ruddock  was  elected  Waterbury,  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  Circle  to  present  to 
president.  She  was  a  devoted,  earnest  worker,  and  her  the  stewards’  board  of  the  Washington  Annual  Confer- 
going  from  us  was  an  irreparable  loss.  She  was  the  ence— Dr.  C.  H.  Matthews,  president  of  the  board ;  Bishop  ; 
widow  of  the  late  Rev.  E.  J.  Ruddock.  Mrs.  Hannah  Wm.  F.  McDowell,  Conference  president— the  sum  of  $80.  I 
Harris,  vice-president,  was  then  elected  president.  Mrs.  We  voice  the  sentiment  of  the  Circle  when  we  say  that  J 
Harris  is  a  minister’s  widow.  Mrs.  E.  D.  Fletcher,  a  much  credit  must  be  given  Mrs.  Susie  E.  Love,  the  organ- 
minister’s  daughter,  is  vice-president.  Mrs.  Holt,  a  local  izer,  whom  we  have  honored  as  president  emeritus. — Mrs. 
elder’s  wife,  is  treasurer.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Dockett,  assist-  Mary  E.  Broun,  Secretary,  Eastport,  Md. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


“Little  Dollars  in  the  Dark” 

Edwin  Arlington  robinson  has  a  mem¬ 
orable  line  of  poetry  in  the  description  of  one  of 
.  the  characters — a  miser,  in  one  of  his  longer 
poems.  This  man  had 

“Eyes  like  little  dollars  in  the  dark.” 

That  line  of  poetry  might  be  taken  as  a  perfect  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  reply  made  by  the  National  Association  of 
Manufacturers  to  the  recent  appeal  of  forty-one  Southern 
bishops  and  ministers  and  outstanding  leaders  of  civic  life 
to  industrial  leaders  of  the  South  to  improve  labor  con¬ 
ditions.  The  outlook  upon  the  industrial  life  expressed 
in  that  reply  is  exactly  the  outlook  which  would  be  seen 
through  “eyes  like  little  dollars  in  the  dark.” 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  the  American  public  has 
been  furnished  as  clear  cut  and  shameless  an  expression  of 
the  doctrine  that  “property  rights  precede  and  outweigh 
human  values  and  human  rights.” 

The  appeal  made  some  few  weeks  ago  by  these  forty- 
one  ministers  of  the  South  to  the  industrial  leaders  de- 
kserved  a  reply  made  in  the  same  fine  reasonableness  and 
fcourtesy  which  characterized  the  appeal.  That  appeal 
was  one  of  the  most  encouraging  actions  in  the  industrial 
life  of  the  country  in  recent  months.  The  appeal  of  the 
clergymen  called  on  manufacturers  to 

“Take  the  initiative  in  friendiy  co-operation  of  empioyers,  em¬ 
ployees,  churches,  educators  and  State  officials  in  huilding  in  the 
South  a  greater  and  more  powerful  industry  constructed  solidly  upon 
good-will  and  co-operation,  higher  wages,  shorter  hours,  labor  repre¬ 
sentation  and  the  absorption  of  the  mill  village  by  the  larger  com¬ 
munity.” 

But  instead  of  giving  thoughtful  consideration,  the 
Manufacturers’  Association,  through  its  President,  Mr. 
John  E.  Edgeeton,  simply  filed  a  blanket  denial  that 
there  is  anything  the  matter  with  industrial  conditions  in 
the  South  and  rather  brusquely  told  the  clergymen  to 
mind  their  own  business. 

Throughout  the  reply  there  is  a  spirit  of  sneering 
contempt  of  any  attempt  to  incarnate  ChriMian  prin¬ 
ciples  in  industrial  relations.  This  is  exactly  the  kind  of 
reply  one  would  have  expected  judging  from  past  per- 
^formances  of  both  the  Manufacturers’  Association  and 
its  president.  They  have  shown  a  strong  partiality  for 
sneers  and,  an  imperviousness  to  human  rights  in  indus¬ 
try.  To  these  gentlemen  the  industrial  situation  in  the 
South  is  perfect.  The  Association  declares: 

“As  a  matter  of  fact,  American  industry  today  is  about  the  oniy 
thing  in  America  that  is  looked  upon  with  envy  by  the  rest  of  the 
world.  It  has  attained  a  higher  degree  of  success  than  any  of  our 
professions  or  non-industrial  pursuits  or  any  of  our  other  institu¬ 
tions.” 

There  you  have  the  creed  in  a  nutshell.  Industry 
makes  money!  What  more  do  you  want?  The  old  “iron 
law  of  wages”  reappears  in  the  statement. 

This  Manufacturers’  statement  defines  the  issue 
clearly.  It  shows  the  Christian  religion  face  to  face  with 
its  ancient  enemy  “Greed”  coupled  with  contempt  for  hu¬ 
man  values.  This  makes  a  fine  opportunity  to  recall  to 
ourselves  the  positive  declaration  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  1924,  standing  in  utter  contrast  and  deadly  con¬ 
flict  with  the  dollar  view  of  life  put  forth  by  the  Manu- 
Jiacturers’  Association.  That  statement  reads: 

,  call  upon  our  members  as  employers,  investors,  or  wag^ 
everything  that  lies  in  their  power  to  initiate  and 
promote  measures  and  movements  that  make  for  the  realisation  of 
'•“T  standard: 


"A  living  wage  as  a  tninitnum  in  every  industry  and  the 
highest  wage  that  each  industry  can  aford,  and  the  most 
equitable  division  of  the  product  of  industry  that  can  ulti¬ 
mately  be  devised. 

“Industry  should  be  made  the  instrument  for  aiding  men' to  find 
that  abundant  life  for  which  Christianity  stands.  We  caU  once  again 
nrt  merely  for  the  physical  conditions  which  will  make  for  the 
Christianization  of  industry — for  a  living  wage  and  for  all  possible 
safeguards  for  health  and  security — but  for  the  higher  prerequisites 
for  sound  human  existence,  for  the  recognition  of  labor’s  right  to 
orgfanize,  for  the  laborer’s  right  to  be  heard  through  representa¬ 
tives  of  his  own  choosing,  for  an  increasing  share  of  responsibility 
by  labor  in  the  control  of  industry.  We  believe  that  the  time  has 
coine  for  the  serious  trying  out  of  plans  alminir  at  doinip  away 
with  unemployment.  o  e  / 

.  ®li™i*>ation  of  unemployment,  the  interpretation  of  property 

rights  in  terms  of  proper^  duties — ^the  emphasizing  of  the  motive 
of  service  rather  than  pront — the  encouragement  of  all  measures  in 
every  vocation  which  develop  for  all  workers  self-respect,  self-control, 
self-determination,  self-consecration,  in  a  common  purpose  to  achieve 
for  6sch  the  highest  values  of  life,  these  are  the  immediate  obligations 
of  the  holders  of  the  Christian  faith.” 

The  Rebirth  of  the  Missionary  Spirit 

There  are  some  encouraging  signs  to  give  prmnise 
that  out  of  the  danger,  perplexity  and  turmoil  of 
China  today  will  come  a  rebirth  of  the  mission¬ 
ary  spirit  in  the  Christian  Church.  That  has  been  an 
inevitable  result  of  such  a  testing  and  challenge  as  is 
now  being  made  in  China.  One  result  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  must  be  and  will  be  a  reawakening  of 
that  missionary  motive  and  passion  which  is  the  very 
soul  of  Christianity,  and  which  has  been  the  animating 
soul  of  Methodism  from  its  birth  hour. 

With  the  critical  days  in  China,  when  it  has  again  been 
made  clear  that  the  way  of  the  Cross  is  the  way  in  which 
the  disciples  as  well  as  their  Master  travel  to  any  real 
victory,  when  the  opportunity  for  Christian  influence 
looms  larger  than  ever  before,  in  spite  of  formidable  ob¬ 
stacles,  there  must  and  will  come  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Church  in  America  a  new  springtime  in  which  the  old  mis¬ 
sionary  passion  will  rise  up  and  cry  anew: 

“Now  God  be  thanked  who  matched  us  with  this  hour!” 

It  is  instructive  and  heartening  to  remember  how  after 
the  years  of  the  Boxer  persecution,  Christianity  in  China 
went  forward  by  leaps  and  bounds  never  approached  be¬ 
fore. 

With  this  resurgence  of  the  missionary  spirit,  which 
has  become,  in  many  places,  palsied  and  deadened  in  re¬ 
cent  years,  let  us  hope  that  there  will  also  come  in  Meth¬ 
odism  the  courage  to  adapt  her  ministry  and  service  freely 
and  swiftly  to  the  new  conditions  in  China.  It  will'  un¬ 
doubtedly  mean  a  large  increase  in  responsibility  to  the 
Chinese  and  other  far-reaching  changes. 

In  its  very  early  days  Methodism  ran  away  to  sea.  It 
could  not  be  confined  by  the  hedgerows  of  pleasant  Eng¬ 
land.  It  had  a  vision  of  far  horizons  that  haunted  the 
mind  of  John  Wesley.  Writing  of  the  Anglo-Saxons 
recently,  a  student  has  said :  “The  most  precious  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  and  of  the  British  race  in 
particular,  is  the  sea-sense,  which  always  draws  them  to 
blue  water.”  Methodism  has  always  had  a  “sea-sense”; 
an  instinct  for  blue  water  that  has  sent  the  word  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  flying  over  all  the  Seven  Seas.  That  mood  is  be¬ 
ginning  to  move  again  in  the  Church  today.  Let  Meth¬ 
odism  again  say  as  expressing  its  passion: 

“I  must  go  down  to  the  sea  again,  to  the  lonely  sea  and  the  sky. 
And  all  I  ask  is  a  tall  ship  and  a  star  to  steer  her  by.” 

L. 
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Why  Stay  in  the  Ministry? 

By  Roy  L.  Smith 

Pcutor  Simpson  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


The  papers  were  full,  not  long  ago,  of  the  account 
of  a  certain  minister  who  had  left  his  pulpit  and 
gone  into  business.  Numerous  reasons  were  given 
for  the  change.  Editors  commented  on  it,  clergymen  dis¬ 
cussed  it,  and  plain  men  on  the  street  had  their  opinions, 
but  the  result  was  that  the  church  came  in  for  a  lot  of 
unfavorable  criticism. 

With  all  this  returning  publicity  about  leating  the 
ministry,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  record  some  reasons 
why  men  stay  in  the  ministry,  for  I  am  one  of  the  host 
who  are  glad  to  stay  in  it.  Moreover,  I  am  going  to  stay 
in  the  pastorate,  meet  with  the  official  board,  make  the 
customary  parish  calls,  assist  with  the  work  of  the  Ladies’ 
Aid  Society,  and  do  all  the  much-scomed  things  that  come 
in  the  routine  of  a  pastor. 

The  “Big  Pay” 

The  preacher  who  quit  said  he  did  so  because  the  pay 
was  too  small.  I  am  going  to  stay  because  the  pay  is 
so  big. 

I  was  called  one  night  to  find  a  boy.  He  had  been  in 
our  Sunday  school  at  one  time,  but  evil  companions  had 
stolen  him  away,  and  for  some  time  past  he  had  been 
pretty  wild.  His  mother,  a  widow,  was  almost  frantic. 
I  found  the  lad  at  the  city  jail,  where  he  confessed  the 
whole  sorry  business.  The  next  morning  I  appeared  in 
court  and  pleaded  for  him,  with  the  result  that  he  was 
paroled  to  me.  That  was  four  years  ago.  To-day  he 
is  a  university  student,  with  a  fine  record,  and  well  on 
his  way  to  a  successful  manhood. 

I  invested  less  than  forty  hours  in  that  boy  and  his 
mother  and  I  have,  to-day,  two  friends  for  life,  a  boy’s 
confidence,  a  mother’s  gratitude,  and  a  huge  draft  on  the 
Bank  of  Satisfaction,  besides  a  lot  of  valuable  experience. 
That’s  pretty  good  pay  for  forty  hours  work! 

A  young  man  of  my  acquaintance  entered  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
work  because,  as  he  said,  he  wanted  a  'broader  field  of 
service  than  the  church  had  to  offer.  I  appreciate  the 
wonderful  work  of  the  association  and  honor  the  men  who 
serve  it  as  secretaries,  but  they  are  in  a  specialized  field. 
I  am  going  to  stay  in  the  ministry  because  it  is  the  broad¬ 
est  field  of  service  I  know. 

My  regular  work  includes  boy  scout  activities,  camp 
fire  work,  business  administration,  job  hunting,  social 
service,  public  service  on  commissions  and  committees, 
platform  work,  and  public  addresses,  besides  my  pulpit 
work,  radio  broadcasting,  music,  art,  educational  work, 
research,  travel,  etc.  I  even  painted  lots  of  signs  for  the 
church  one  year  (a  return  to  my  trade  of  college  days). 
There  isn’t  anything  that  I  can  do  that  I  can’t  do  for 
the  church. 

“Nothing  to  Do  Till  To-morrow !” 

During  my  present  pastorate  I  have  addressed  Ro- 
tarians,  Kiwanians,  Lions,  newsboys,  taxi-drivers,  tele¬ 


phone  employees,  meat  cutters,  hardware  dealers,  liunber- 
men,  implement  dealers.  Chambers  of  Commerce,  adver¬ 
tising  clubs,  bankers’  conventions,  parents’  and  teachers’ 
associations,  dental  societies,  medical  societies,  college 
and  university  audiences  and  convocations,  women’s  clubs 
galore,  public  school  janitors,  department  store  em¬ 
ployees,  Jewish  plubs,  stenographers,  fraternal  orders, 
sales  girls,  labor  unions,  city  councils.  State  legislatures, 
ministerial  gatherings,  young  people’s  societies,  shop 
meetings,  men’s  clubs,  etc.,  etc.  There  is  no  business  or 
professional  group  in  my  city  with  which  I  have  not  had 
some  personal  dealings,  to  say  nothing  of  industrial  or¬ 
ganizations.  I  know  of  no  other  profession  that  would 
allow  me  to  reach  so  many  people  of  such  divergent  in¬ 
terests. 

The  rewards  have  been  generous  in  the  extreme.  I 
stopped  to  buy  a  paper  one  stormy  night  in  the  down¬ 
town  district.  As  the  little  Jewish  newsboy  folded  it  up 
he  handed  back  the  two  pennies  with  the  paper  and  said, 
“Reverner,  I  can’t  take  yer  money ;  you’ve  done  too  much 
fer  us  kids.”  That  was  big  pay  for  the  few  hours  I  had 
spent  at  their  meetings.  The  owner  of  a  big  department 
store  sent  me  a  check  for  $1,000  for  our  new  church, 
saying,  “In  appreciation  of  the  service  being  rendered  to 
our  town.” 

I  have  saved  homes  from  the  divorce  courts,  helped 
fathers  find  work,  assisted  boys  and  girls  through  college, 
counselled  with  mothers  in  their  difficulties,  served  on  State 
and  municipal  commissions,  and  done  all  the  regular  work 
of  an  ordinary  pastor.  In  friends,  private  satisfaction, 
public  esteem,  gratitude,  appreciation,  and  infiuence  I 
have  become  a  multi-millionaire.  7  cannot  afford  to  leave 
the  ministry.  ' 

We  conduct  an  employment  bureau  in  connection  with 
our  work,  and  the  stream  of  applicants  is  sometimes  al¬ 
most  depressing.  I  have  served  on  industrial  commissions 
and  have  helped  to  register  as  high  as  twelve  hundred 
jobless  men  in  one  day.  I  know  what  it  means  to  a  man 
to  be  out  of  work. 

But  I  have  not  been  out  of  a  job  in  seventeen  years, 
and  no  prospect  of  being  out  of  a  job  so  long  as  health 
and  good  behavior  hold  out. 

I  have  never  lost  one  hour  because  of  a  strike,  lock¬ 
out,  business  depression,  change  of  management,  closing 
of  a  branch,  boycott,  shutdown,  layoff,  or  walkout.  Of 
course  the  hours  are  long,  but  I  do  not  know  of  a  preacher 
who  would  shorten  them  of  his  own  free  will  because  we 
get  “double  time  for  overtime”  all  the  time.  I  am  going 
to  stay  in  the  ministry  because  it  is  a  steady  job. 


The  Freedom  of  the  Pulpit 

I  am  going  to  stay  in  the  ministry  because  it  permits  I 
me  to  be  a  free  man.  I  write  occasional  editorials,  but 
they  always  have  to  pass  under  the  eye  of  the  managing 
editor.  I  was  once  offered  a  political  job  if  I  would 
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“march  with  the  band.”  But  in  seventeen  years  I  have 
never  had  any  member  of  my  official  board  tell  me  what 
I  should  or  should  not  say  on  political,  religious,  or  eco¬ 
nomic  problems.  So  far  as  I  know,  no  man  has  ever  cut 
his  subscription  to  the  church  expenses  because  he  did 
not  like  what  I  said,  and  yet  on  every  board  I  have  ever 
served  there  have  been  those  whose  opinions  differed  from 
mine  as  red  differs  from  green. 

I  am  going  to  stay  in  the  ministry  because  of  the  va¬ 
riety/  in  it.  After  spending  my  morning  at  study,  not  long 
ago,  I  went  down  to  the  Radisson  Hotel  to  talk  to  the 
Commonwealth  Club  on  “What  I  Learned  on  the  Crime 
Commission.”  As  soon  as  I  could  get  away  I  spent  an 
hour  and  a  half  calling  in  the  hospitals.  At  3.30  I  was 
addressing  a  woman’s  club  on  “Women  in  Social  Service.” 
At  4.30  I  arrived  at  a  meeting  of 
the  mayor’s  Juvenile  Crime  Com¬ 
mission.  At  6.30  I  was  at  home 
with  my  boy.  At  6.30  I  was  at  a 
banquet  of  the  taxi-drivers,  speak¬ 
ing  on  “The  High  Cost  of  Low 
Living”;  and  at  8  I  was  at  my 
church  leading  my  own  prayer 
meeting. 

“Human  Interest  Stuff” 

I  am  going  to  stay  in  the  min¬ 
istry  because  of  its  human  inter¬ 
est.  What  more  fascinating  ex¬ 
perience  could  one  have  than  that 
which  I  went  through  with  the 

-  family.?  The  father  had 

deserted  the  mother  and  five  chil¬ 
dren,  leaving  them  penniless  and 
strangers  in  the  city.  We  stood 
by  them  for  four  years  and  saw 
two  of  the  children  graduate  from 
the  high  school,  another  one — a 
boy — get  a  good  job  as  paper  car¬ 
rier,  saw  the  family  become  self- 
supporting,  saw  the  oldest  girl 
dedicate  herself  to  life  service  for 
the  church,  and  saw  them  all  rise 
to  positions  of  leadership  and  popularity  in  our  various 
organizations. 

The  ministry  permits  me  to  serve  the  most  funda¬ 
mental  needs.  Our  bell  rang,  one  evening,  just  at  dinner¬ 
time.  A  young  woman  came  in  asking,  “May  I  spend  the 
evening  in  your  parlor?  I  don’t  want  you  to  pay  any 
attention  to  me.  Just  let  me  act  as  if  I  was  in  mother’s 
front  room  back  home.  I  am  lonely  to-night.”  She  was 
a  girl  from  one  of  the  rooming  houses.  All  evening  she 
played  on  the  piano,  romped  with  our  little  boy,  read  the 
magazines,  and  otherwise  entertained  herself.  My  wife 
caught  a  glimpse  of  her,  once  sprawled  out  on  the  floor, 
reading.  At  11  o’clock  she  left,  saying,  “This  is  one  of 
the  happiest  evenings  I  have  had  since  coming  to  the 
city.” 

A  nurse  came  one  afternoon  asking,  “Can  I  play  on 
your  piano  awhile?”  Before  she  left  we  got  the  expla¬ 
nation:  “They  are  having  a  family  reunion  back  home 
to-day,  and  I  am  the  only  one  who  could  not  get  back. 
I  thought  that  an  afternoon  in  the  preacher’s  home  would 

the  next  best  thing.” 

A  friend  sent  a  poor  fellow  to  me  one  day  with  the 
»ord,  “You’re  the  only  man  in  the  city  who  can  help  this 


chap.  None  of  the  rest  of  us  can  find  out  what  is  the 
matter  with  him.”  After  a  half  hour  of  fruitless  conver¬ 
sation  I  discovered  the  secret.  Two  months  before  he  had 
gone  to  the  hospital  for  a  simple  operation,  and  while 
asleep  someone  had  stolen  his  false  teeth  which  lay  on  a 
stand  near  the  head  of  his  bed.  Being  without  money  he 
had  been  unable  to  get  a  new  set,  and  without  teeth  he 
could  get  no  work.  His  spirits  began  to  droop  and  finally 
hope  died.  Too  proud  to  tell  his  friends  for  fear  of  ridi¬ 
cule,  he  had  drifted  down  and  out.  Sensing  my  sympa¬ 
thy  (in  spite  of  my  amusement),  he  said,  “Doctor,  if  you 
can  get  me  some  new  teeth  you  can  get  me  on  my  feet.” 
I  did  so,  and  none  of  his  friends  can  believe  the  miracle 
that  has  happened.  He  is  a  new  man,  energetic  and  ca¬ 
pable,  with  a  new  capacity  for  achievement. 

I  am  going  to  stay  in  the  min¬ 
istry  because  of  the  burdens  it  im¬ 
poses.  I  stand  with  my  people  in 
their  moments  of  highest  joy  and 
deepest  grief.  I  see  the  human 
soul  laid  bare.  I  hear  confessions 
poured  out  without  reserve  that 
could  never  be  wrung  from  the 
people  by  the  best  criminal  law¬ 
yers  in  the  land.  I  share  the  wor¬ 
ries  of  fathers  out  of  work, 
mothers  of  prodigals,  wives  of 
drunkards,  children  of  divorcees, 
employers  who  want  to  run  their 
business  on  Christian  principles, 
workingmen  with  wives  in  the  hos¬ 
pital,  policemen  who  want  to  do 
their  duty,  students  who  have 
flunked  and  are  afraid  to  write 
home,  and  all  the  anxious  cares  of 
the  boys  and  girls  who  have  come 
down  from  the  country  to  the  big 
city  to  find  a  job.  It  is  under  this 
load  of  woe  and  worry  that  I  find 
another  of  the  rewards  of  the  min¬ 
istry. 

I  am  going  to  stay  in  the  min¬ 
istry  because  I  am  striking  at  the 
very  foundations  of  evil — the  wrong  principles  of  living. 
I  never  find  a  man  in  trouble  that  I  do  not  discover  the 
cause  of  it  in  some  mistaken  ideal  of  life.  In  the  New 
Testament  I  find  the  right  ideal  and  undertake  to  make 
him  understand.  Other  agencies  will  relieve  him  of  many 
of  his  difficulties,  but  I  know  that  I  have  the  cure. 

No,  I  cannot  afford  to  drop  out  of  the  ministry.  I 
would  go  bankrupt  in  any  other  job  within  a  month.  I 
have  become  accustomed  to  such  a  luxurious  life  during 
the  last  seventeen  years  that  I  could  never  become  accus¬ 
tomed  to  ordinary  business  again.  “I  am  doing  a  great 
work  and  I  cannot  come  down.” 

Adventurers 

“They  sit  at  home  and  they  dream  and  dally. 

Raking  the  embers  of  long-dead  years — 

But  ye  go  down  to  the  haunted  Valley, 
Light-hearted  pioneers. 

They  b*^ve  forgotten  they  ever  were  young. 

They  hear  your  songs  as  an  unknown  tongue.  .  .  . 
But  the  Flame  of  God  through  your  spirit  stirs. 
Adventurers — oh.  Adventurers !” 

— May  Byron. 


Mother 

(Mothers’  Day — May  8) 

Your  love  was  like  moonlight. 
Turning  harsh  things  to  beauty. 

So  that  little,  wry  souls 
Reflecting  each  other  obliquely. 

As  in  cracked  mirrors. 

Beheld  in  your  luminous  spirit 
Their  own  reflection. 

Transfigured  as  in  a  shining  stream. 
And  loved  you  for  what  they  are  not. 

Y ou  are  less  an  image  in  my  mind 
Than  a  luster. 

I  see  you  in  gleams. 

Pale  as  a  star-light  on  a  gray  wall. 
Evanescent  as  the  reflections  of  a 
white  swan 

Shimmering  in  broken  water. 

— Lola  Ridge  in  '^Sun-Up  and 
Other  Poems”  (Viking  Press ). 
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How  May  Worship  Services  Be  Enriched? 

I 

.  A  Few  Experiences  and  Suggestions  From  Pastors 


WORSHIP  OBJECTIVES 

BT  HENBT  HOAG  BKOST 
Pattor  Trinity  MethodUt  BpUcopal 
Church,  Berkeley,  Calif, 

I  hope  to  learn  far  more  than 
I  can  give  in  the  proposed  sym¬ 
posium  oh  ‘*How  to  Enrich  Our 
Public  Worship.”  Here  are 
some  objectives  I  have  kept  in 
mind: 

1.  Prayer  with  the  choir  be¬ 
fore  entering  the  pulpit  that  all 
may  be  united  in  the  spirit  of 
worship.  An  occasional  friendly 
exhortation  to  the  group  giving 
guidance  to  thought. 

2.  Good  music!  Organ  and 
chorus  choir  with  a  good  di¬ 
rector;  also  a  quartet  to  lead  if 
available.  All  the  choir  numbers 
and  hymns  chosen  in  harmony 
with  the  theme  and  sung  with  the 
desire  to  deliver  a  message  for 
that  especial  hour. 

3.  An  invocation  sung  softly 
by  the  choir  following  the  organ 
prelude  is  a  helpful  call  to  wor¬ 
ship  when  you  cannot  have  the 
processional.  However,  a  large  robed  choir  in  proces¬ 
sional  is  one  of  the  best  means  of  concentrating  the  at¬ 
tention  and  thought  of  all  upon  the  hour  of  worship. 

4.  The  public  prayer  should  lift  the  listeners  into  con¬ 
scious  touch  with  the  Divine.  Study,  therefore,  to  make 
it  -thoroughly  representative  of  the  spiritual  yearnings 
of  the  congregation. 

6.  Call  attention  often  to  the  fact  that  we  are  part 
of  a  great  host  of  worshipers.  There  is  a  contagious 
spirit  in  the  psychology  of  the  crowd  that  may  be  used 
to  good  purpose. 

6.  Receive  offering  with  a  recognition  of  privilege  in 
sharing  the  work  of  the  Kingdom  as  well  as  a  sense  of 
responsibility  of  stewardship. 

7.  The  sermon  should  be  prepared  and  delivered  with 
the  view  of  meeting  definite  spiritual  needs  of  the  hour  in 
the  lives  of  earnest  struggling  people — a  means  rather 
than  an  end  in  itself.  It  should  answer'  the  questioning 
mind,  hearten  the  discouraged,  renew  and  strengthen  faith 
in  God,  and  above  all,  it  should  point  out  the  Jesus  way 
of  life. 

8.  Acquaintance  and  fellowship  promoted  before  and 
after  the  public  service  for  the  sake  of  a  feeling  of  unity 
in  the  worship  of  the  church  family. 

9.  Promptness  in  opening  and  closing,  physical  com¬ 
fort  assured,  and  worshipful  surroundings  provided.^ 

10.  Hold  firmly  to  the  thought  of  worship  in  every 
detail,  avoiding  excess  of  announcements,  of  special  pleas 
and  of  offerings. 

11.  Helps  to  evening  worship  are  a  fifteen  minute  or¬ 
gan  recital  or  a  short  religious  drama,  such  as  Lydia 
Glover’s  “Friends  of  Jesus.”' 

There  are  many  short  dramas  which  have  a  strong 
religious  appeal  and  also  real  values  for  worship.  The 
organ  recital  period  is  a  splendid  opportunity  for  the  ex¬ 
ercise  of  one  variety  of  worship  too  little  provided  for  in 
many  churches,  that  of  silent  meditation.  The  organ  is 
too  frequently  used  as  a  preliminary  or  postscript. 


VARIETY  AND  UNITY 

BY  JOHN  BENJAMIN  MAGEE 
Pattor  Trinity  Methodiet  Epitcopal 
Church,  Kantat  City,  Mo. 

The  worship  service  is  in¬ 
tended  to  reverence  and  honor 
God  and  to  uplift  and  enrich  the 
heart  of  man.  If  it  does  not  do 
this  it  has  failed.  To  do  it  most 
successfully  it  must  not  be  arti¬ 
ficial,  but  natural.  It  is  natural 
for  a  man  to  bow,  to  pray,  to 
sing,  and  to  unite  in  other  forms 
of  worship,  and  such  natural  ele¬ 
ments  should  be  introduced. 

Each  worship  hour  should  be 
different.  It  should  have  a  theme 
running  through  it  like  a  sym¬ 
phony.  This  gives  it  unity, 
progress,  and  objective.  It  al¬ 
lows  for  variety  and  surprise 
just  as  an  overture  may  change 
its  beat  and  melody.  But  to  be¬ 
gin  and  end  somewhere,  there 
must  be  a  plan.  That  minister 
is  a  culprit  who  has  not  planned 
his  program  of  worship. 

Everything  should  be  ready 
like  a  stage  in  a  theater.  There  should  be  no  visible  shift¬ 
ing  of  scenery  after  the  play  begins.  The  Bible,  the 
hymn  book,  the  notes,  and  other  papers  should  have  been 
arranged  beforehand.  The  choir  and  minister,  should  be 
mutually  respectful  as  each  takes  part,  for  whispering 
choirs  and  prancing  preachers  are  not  conducive  to  wor¬ 
shipful  attitudes.  Ushers  should  keep  late  comers  quiet, 
and  adjourning  church  schools  should  be  taught  to  be 
silent  in  the  halls. 

Some  people  prefer  a  formal  service  and  some  an  in¬ 
formal  service.  A  recent  survey  of  about  300  col- 
lege  young  people  showed  118  who  enjoyed  the  formal 
service,  and  136  the  informal  service;  twelve  liked  both; 
one  neither,  and  fifteen  did  not  think  on  the  subject 
at  all. 

The  following  elements  may  be  suggestive:  A  pro¬ 
cessional  hymn  with  the  church-school  departments  all 
marching  in  at  once ;  the  reading  of  a  common  prayer  by 
the  people,  from  a  prayer  sheet;  the  consecration  of  the 
church-school  offering;  quiet  moments  with  some  of  the 
old  chants  by  the  choir  (perhaps  concealed)  ;  children  in 
antiphonal  praise  with  the  choir;  a  hidden  reader  of  the 
sacred  Word,  or  the  reading  of  it  by  some  distinguished 
layman. 

A  REVALUATION  OF  WORSHIP 

BY  FBED  WINSLOW  ADAMS,  D.D. 

Pastor  Trinity  Methodist  Epitcopal  Church,  Springfield,  Mats. 

How  may  we  enrich  our  public  worship,  and  how  may 
we  make  it  more  inspiring  and  influential  for  the  worship¬ 
ing  congregation?  The  following  hints  merely  indicate 
direction  for  such  enrichment: 

1.  By  a  revaluation  of  worship  itself.  We  need  to 
persuade  people  that  the  cardinal  reason  for  attending 
church  is  to  worship  God. 

2.  By  a  better  understanding  and  a  better  conducted 
service  of  worship.  More  silence  and  less  direction  on  the 
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part  of  the  minister.  It  is  better  to  have  the  hymns  un- 
announc^  (if  there  is  a  printed  calendar  or  hymn  board). 
The^  minister  should  select  more  objective  and  less  sub- 
Ajective  hymns  and  Scripture  lessons — ones  that  tell  a 
^  story  or  paint  a  picture. 

3.  By  a  better  architectural  setting,  making  central 
the  altar  or  communion  table,  which  symbolizes  Christ’s 
sacrifice,  and  by  bringing  the  pulpit  forward  into  the 
congregation  (at  the  right  or  left  of  the  communion 
table),  thereby  giving  a  new  emphasis  to  preaching. 

4.  By  the  enrichment  of  music,  giving  childhood  and 
youth  a  definite  part  in  worship  through  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  series  of  choirs — girls’  choir,  boys’  choir,  junior 
and  adult  choirs,  and  through  these  choirs  introducing 
some  of  those  wonderful  New  Testament  chants,  together 
with  a  wider  range  of  hymns. 

5.  By  enriching  the  service  through  the  development 
of  a  more  logical  order  of  worship,  and  an  order  more  in 
harmony  with  that  given  to  us  by  John  Wesley,  and' 
adopted  by  the  first  General  Conference.  In  the  main  to 
adopt  the  principles  underlying  the  Wesleyan  order  of 
service  would  mean  merely  dropping  the  Apostles’  Creed 
and  Prayer  to  a  position  immediately  between  the  New 
Testament  lesson  and  the  announcements,  and  substitut¬ 
ing  in  their  place  a  collect  or  general  confession,  and 
brief  prayer  for  mercy  and  pardon,  followed  by  the  Lord’s 
Prayer.  This  need  not  add  five  minutes  to  the  length  of 
the  service. 

6.  Enrichment  by  giving  the  people  a  larger  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  service.  Aside  from  the  hymns  and  the  re¬ 
sponsive  service  where  this  is  used,  the  minister  does  most 
of  the  worshiping  for  the  people.  Methodists  seem  to  even 
have  lost  the  art  of  saying  “Amen.”  By  restoring  at  least 
a  liturgical  “Amen,”  and  adding,  as  suggested  above,  a 
general  confession,  the  people  are 
brought .  more  personally  into 
audible  worship.  Then,  by  us¬ 
ing  an  introit  just  preceding  or 
following  the  first  hymn,  and 
adding  a  response  for  the  people 
after  the  Lord’s  Prayer  and 
after  the  Apostles’  Creed  (in  all 
not  requiring  over  two  minutes 
in  time)  the  people  become  con¬ 
tinuously  active  in  the  worship. 

This  enriched  order  of  service 
may  mean  more  rising  and  kneel¬ 
ing,  but  we  sit  too  much  and  too 

I)  long,  and  do  not  kneel  any  more 
at  all.  Methodist  worshipers  are 
apt  to  be  too  complacent,  to 
come  to  church  for  what  they 
can  see  or  hear.  Any  change  in 
the  order  of  service  now  current 
that  will  transform  them  into  a 
worshiping  congregation  and 
make  “God  in  Christ,  reconciling 
the  world  unto  Himself”  a  vital 
fact  in  their  lives,  is  a  consum¬ 
mation  devoutly  to  be  wished. 

AVOIDANCE  OF  FORMAL¬ 
ISM 

BY  JOHN  E.  CHARLTON 
Pattor  Morrow  Memorial  Church, 

Maplewood,  N.  J. 

In  spite  of  the  arguments  of 
some  of  my  friends  in  the  min- 
istry,  I  am  not  convinced  that 
Worship  is  enriched  in  the  best 
sense  by  reverting  to  extensive 
^ual,  though  I  '  believe  that 
Methodists  have  just  as  much 


right  to  it  as  anybody,  and  should  not  hesitate  to  adopt 
it  if  I  felt  that  it  would  help.  My  own  belief  is  that  rit¬ 
ualism  turns' to  formalism  in  the  long  run. 

If  we  mean  by  “enrichment”  to  make  our  services 
worship  in  spirit  and  in  truth  with  suitable  atmosphere 
and  dignity,  I  believe  the  following  simple  suggestions 
should  be  considered: 

The  attitude  of  the  minister  must  not  be  careless  and 
Praying  with  feet  crossed,  one  arm  leaning 
on  the  pulpit  and  the  other  hand  in  his  trouser’s  pocket, 
is  bad  taste  and  bad  example.  The  posture  should  be 
in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  him  who  prays.  An  untidy 
pulpit,  cluttered  with  papers  and  hymnals,  does  not  tend 
to  decency  and  order.  He  who  conducts  a  service  of 
worship  should  do  so  as  one  who  leads  his  people  into 
audience  with  the  King  of  kings,  and  therefore  every  part 
of  the  service  should  be  carefully  prepared. 

The  attitude  of  the  minister  is  likely  to  be  reflected 
in  the  choir  and  congregation.  The  choir  director  should 
ask  first  about  every  selection,  “Will  this  help  in  our 
worship.?”  Often  that  is  the  last  thought,  if  it  has  any 
consideration  at  all.  When  a  particular  line  of  thought 
is  to  be  carried  through  the  service,  the  director  should  be 
informed  and  his  co-operation  secured.  Blessed  is  the 
minister  whose  choir  joins  forces  with  him  for  our  service 
of  worship. 

Congregations  need  instruction  from  time  to  time  on 
the  place  and  meaning  of  worship.  Anything  which  will 
bring  the  people  together  to  worship  rather  than  to  hear 
Dr.  So-and-So  is  to  be  fostered.  I  am  not  seeking  to  be¬ 
little  the  sermon.  God  forbid!  Many  of  them  are  too 
little  as  it  is.  I  am  pleading  for  worship.  A  reverent 
and  hearty  co-operation  of  the  congregation  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  is  essential,  which  means  that  they  must  have  a  part 

in  it.  At  our  morning  worship 
we  have  sought  to  accomplish 
these  things  while  keeping  fairly 
close  to  the  Disciplinary  service. 
The  organ  prelude  concludes 
with  a  signal  on  the  chimes  for 
quiet,  all  ushering  stops,  and  the 
quartet  sings  the  call  to  worship ; 
follows  the  salutation,  “Grace 
and  peace  from  God  the  Father 
and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be 
with  you,”  and  the  invocation 
which  sometimes  is  a  verse  of  a 
hymn.  The  first  hymn  is  sung 
without  announcement  and  is  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  communion  collect 
in  unison.  Then  the  anthem,  the 
psalter  (usually  for  the  day  and, 
when  suitable,  a  part  concluded 
in  unison)  the  second  lesson,  the 
pastoral  prayer,  and  Lord’s 
Prayer — the  last  offered  in  uni¬ 
son.  The  offertory  is  designated 
as  part  of  the  service,  and  is  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  doxology;  then  we 
continue  according  to  the  Dis¬ 
ciplinary  plan. 

This  service  seems  to  have 
sufficient  ritual  to  meet  the  needs 
of  representatives  of  fifteen  de¬ 
nominations  who  worship  in  our 
community  church.  The  choir  is 
robed,  but  not  the  minister — as 
yet.  Given  a  service  of  this  kind, 
the  enrichment  and  helpful¬ 
ness  depend  principally  on  the 
attitude  and  co-operation  of 
the  minister,  choir,  and  congre¬ 
gation. 


The  House  of  God 

Like  to  a  seagull  wearied  in  its  flight. 

Who  finds  a  narrow  ledge  beneath  the  rock 
Which  towering  guards  the  shore,  so  to  the 
sight 

The  little  church,  crouched  by  the  business 
block. 

Massive  skyscrapers,  boasting  as  the  tower. 
Acclaim  from  metal  throats  the  Calf  of  Gold; 
Dazed  by  their  insolence,  their  din,,  their  power. 
The  heart  grows  leaden  and  the  spirit  cold. 

Within  the  little  church  a  hush  prevails — 
The  brazen  boasts  without  fall  back  unheard; 
The  spell  of  man*s  achievement  dims  and  fails 
As  mightier  forces  deep  within  are 'stirred, 

U p  from  the  church  which  lay  so  still  and  low, 
Man's  aspirations  to  high  heaven  go. 

— Winifred  Ayres  Hope  in  "The  New 
York  Times." 
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giving  evidence  of  spiritual  resources  within,  will  impress 
the  congregation  and  insure  a  service  rich  in  grace  and 
vision. 

Further  enrichment  will  come  from  music  more  devo¬ 
tional.  Music  for  display,  which  may  be  good  in  compo¬ 
sition  but  set  to  inappropriate  words,  which  simply  re¬ 
veals  extraordinary  skill  in  vocal  athletics,  robs  any 

t-  •  service  of  real  helpfulness.  The  highest 

forms  of  musical  composition,  however, 
are  of  exceptional  value  when  they  carry 
devotional  messages.  Not  long  since  one 
of  the  finest  tenors  in  this  city  sang  “The 
Ninety  and  Nine”  to  the  gospel  melody 
with  extraordinary  effect  upon  the  con¬ 
gregation.  A  gospel  hymn  sung  by  finest 
talent  in  musical  training  has  untold  pos¬ 
sibilities  for  enjoyment  and  spiritual 
strength. 

Special  song  groups  like  the  juniors, 
occasional  antiphonal  singing,  illustrative 
pictures  and  lights  are  forms  of  reverent 
variety  worthy  of  trial.  The  responsive 
readings  can  vary  from  the  calendar  as¬ 
signed  with  much  benefit. 

Greater  brevity  in  sermons,  with  in¬ 
creased  clearness  and  conciseness,  will  be 
^  very  welcome  to  many  congregations  and 
*  make  the  services  more  inviting.  Small 
and  cheap  themes,  however,  will  destroy 
taste  for  true  worship. 

Most  essential  for  the  enrichment  of 
public  worship  is  the  presence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

A  NEW  ORDER  OF  WORSHIP 

BY  M.  STEPHEN  JAMES 

Pastor  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

I  am  afraid  of  two  disasters  that  may  befall  us  in  our 
present  mood  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  old  order  of 
worship:  first,  that  we  may  produce  a  number  of  “wild¬ 
cat”  (and  more  or  less  fantastic)  services;  and,  second, 
and  quite  the  opposite  of  the  first,  that  without  proper 
study,  experimentation,  and  correlation  we  may  have 
official  and  semiofficial  orders  of  service,  supplementary 
orders  of  service,  prayer  books,  etc.,  put  out. 

I  have  seen  evidence  of  this  first  danger  in  several 
church  bulletins  that  have  come  to  me.  Especially  there 
has  seemed  to  be  the  tendency  to  add  to  the  service  with¬ 
out  enriching  it,  and  sometimes  only  exaggerating  the 
violation  of  the  laws  of  sequence  and  order  of  the  service. 

As  to  the  second  danger,  I  also  feel  quite  strongly 
that  a  great  deal  of  care  needs  to  be  exercised  if  we  are 
to  get  the  best  out  of  the  present  mood  of  dissatisfaction 
with  the  old.  Undoubtedly  there  will  be  proposals  to 
formulate  another  order  of  worship,  and  to  give  it  legal 
standing.  There  is,  I  think,  a  desire  on  the  part  of  some 
to  bring  out  an  edition  of  Wesley’s  Prayer  Book.  To 
do  simply  that,  especially  if  it  were  also  intended  to  urge 
it  for  general  use,  would  be  to  be  too  easily  satisfied. 
There  are  two  elements  to  the  present  revolt  against  our 
order:  first,  it  violates  the  traditional  worship;  and,  sec¬ 
ondly,  it  is  too  aloof  from  modern  emphases  and  mate¬ 
rials.  My  contention  is  that  the  period  of  study  ought 
to  continue  for  some  time;  that  there  ought  to  be  an 
agency  for  the  correlation  and  study  of  the  attempts 
made,  and  that  finally  we  will  want  a  supplementary 
book  of  worship  and  prayers  adopted  and  published  that 
will  include  Wesley’s  Services,  if  they  seem  best,  and  also 
collects  and  prayers  that  ring  with  the  modem  emphases. 
That  book,  when  it  comes,  ought  to  be  at  a  price  that 
will  help  to  give  it  wide  use,  and  of  a  character  that  will 
be  as  acceptable  and  helpful  to  the  small  church  as  for 
the  exceptional  church. 


ENRICHMENT  THROUGH  PERSONALITY 

BY  K.  H.  SHUETT 

Peutor  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Bt.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  most  difiScult  task  I  have  to  perform  in  my  min¬ 
istry  is  to  lead  my  people  in  worship,  because  it  requires 
greater  preparation  than  does  the  sermon.  I  never  have 
been  “gifted”  in  prayer.  At  no  time  is  my  sense  of  in- 
sufiSciency  so  great.  The  experiences  of  twenty-five  years 
have  never  delivered  me  from  fear  and  trembling  as  I 
approach  God  to  bring  Him  out  of  the  realm  of  the 
mystic  and  indefinite  into  the  lives  of  needy  men  and 
women,  inviting  them  to  come  and  taste  and  see  that  the 
Lord  is  good.  That,  of  course,  is  the  real  object  of  en¬ 
riching  our  public  worship. 

I  know  the  value  of  architecture  to  create  an  atmos¬ 
phere  for  worship;  my  own  church  stands  as  a  beautiful 
example  of  that.  I  know  the  value  of  music  and  its  min¬ 
istries.  I  appreciate  the  dignity  of  ritual  and  order,  the 
beauty  of  those  historical  litanies  that  are  rooted  in  the 
experiences  of  the  past,  but  in  my  own  mind  I  am  per¬ 
suaded  that  the  real  enrichment  of  our  services  will  al¬ 
ways  be  largely  a  matter  of  person-  ^ 

ality;  it  is  in  the  minister  himself. 

Where  does  he  place  the  chief  em- 
phasis — upon  worship  or  preach- 
ing?  What  does  he  stress  in  his  ad- 
vertisements  If  he  tells  men  that 

they  can  get  at  his  services  the  same  .  yfpf  yA.'Bnpg^i 
thi^  they  get  at  the  movie,  there 
will  be  no  great  spiritual  enrichment.  ^  TT  y*-  M 

If  the  climax  of  the  service  is  the 
sermon,  then  all  “preliminaries”  will 
be  quickly  passed  by  and  his  appeal  will  be  to  the  intel¬ 
lect  rather  than  the  spirit,  though  I  do  not  mean  to  infer 
that  they  are  exclusive  of  each  other.  We  are  in  danger 
of  becoming  so  eager  to  describe  the  blessings  and  mercies 
of  God  that  we  really  make  it  hard  for  men  to  have  a 
chance  during  the  service  to  enjoy  the  presence  of  God. 
In  the  realm  of  the  spirit,  “the  process  of  reason  is  often 
very  unreasonable.” 

Personally  I  should  like  to  see  a  “new  order  of  serv¬ 
ice”;  but  men  that  are  indifferent  to  the  present  order 
will  not  be  transformed  by  a  new  “program.”  No  man 
can  give  to  a  service  what  he  does  not  possess  in  his  own 
soul.  If  the  minister  himself  feels  that  worship  is  the 
important  thing  in  his  service,  and  that  the  entire  order 
must  contribute  to  making  God  real,  then,  though  he  can’t 
change  the  architecture  of  his  church,  he  surely  will  the 
atmosphere.  His  own  mind  and  soul  will  be  reflected  in  a 
reverent  attitude,  a  more  careful  study  of  the  hymns  that 
reveal  he  has  been  a  close  student  of  the  psychology  of 
worship. 

THE  BLIGHT  OF  CARELESSNESS 

BY  ORIEN  W.  FIFER 

Pastor  Central  Avenue  Church,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Public  worship  cannot  be  enriched  by  a  minister  spir¬ 
itually  impoverished.  The  minister  must  so  prepare  and 
guard  himself  that,  when  he  enters  the  pulpit  to  lead  in 
public  worship,  he  gives  the  truthful.impression  that  he 
is  well  stored  with  spiritual  interpretations  and  experi¬ 
ences. 

The  necessity  for  a  more  pronounced  spiritual  tone 
in  the  manner  of  the  minister  in  his  pulpit  is  evident. 
Some  basis  exists  for  the  criticism  that  many  public  serv¬ 
ices  are  marred  by  careless  behavior  in  the  minister’s 
leadership.  Sometimes  the  minister  appears  hurried  and 
fretted.  His  announcements  of  hymns  lack  evident  ap¬ 
preciation  and  earnestness.  His  prayer  seems  unpre¬ 
pared.  He  gives  too  little  impression  in  tone  and  de¬ 
meanor  that  he  feels  the  solace  and  the  strength  of  psalm, 
hymn,  or  prayer.  His  example  of  quiet  self-possession. 
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Mrs.  Mary  Crolley 

IN  THE  translation  of  [Mrs.  Mary  Crolley*  wife  of 
the  Rev.  John  Crolley,  Warren  Memorial  Church,  the 
city  of  Atlanta,  the  Atlanta  Conference,  and  Meth¬ 
odism  loses  one  of  its  “grand  old  soldiers.”  Mrs.  Crol¬ 
ley  was  born  in  McDonough,  Ga.,  May  3,  1850.  At  the 
early  age  of  five  years  she  was  placed  on  the  slave  block 
and  sold  away  from  her  mother  for  $500.  At  an  early  age 
she  was  converted  and  became  a  devoted  Christian.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  she  was  happily  married  to  the  Rev. 
Nervy  Bentley,  and  to  this  union  were  given  five  children. 
After  the  translation  of  the  Rev.  Bentley  she  was  married 
to  the  Rev.  John  Crolley,  who  had  been  a  soldier  in  the 
Civil  War,  and  to  this  union  were  born  ten  children. 

Mrs.  Crolley  was  a  natural  missionary,  patriotic  to 
her  country,  and  believed  in  the  education  of  her  children, 
seven  of  whom  graduated  from  Clark  University.  Dur- 
ing  the  Spanish- American  IVar  her  son  James  served  as 
a  member  of  the  famous  Tenth  Cavalry,  and  was  killed 
going  up  San  Juan  Hill,  under  the  leadership  of  the  late 
Theodore  Roosevelt.  Edward  served  in  the  navy,  and 
Gammon  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Force  during 
the  W^orld  War.  Not  only  did  she  give  soldiers  to  her 
country  in  time  of  war,  but  she  has  given  strong  soldiers 
to  the  Christian  army;  prominent  among  these  are  the 
Rev.  N.  J.  Crolley,  district  superintendent  of  the  Gains- 
ville  District,  Atlanta  Conference ;  Mrs.  Birdie  Wallace, 
Warren  Memorial  Church ;  Mr.  Richard  Crolley,  who  for 
many  years  has  been  with  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  in 
Chicago,  and  several  times  lay  delegate  to  the  General 
Conference. 

Mrs.  Crolley  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union  in  Georgia ;  State  superin¬ 
tendent  of  prison  work ;  and  was  connected  with  every  de¬ 
partment  in  Warren  Memorial  Church.  As  a  prison 
worker  she  touched  more  people,  black  and  white,  with  re¬ 
ligious  advice  than  any  other  person  in  the  State,  and 
helped  many  a  lost  traveler  to  find  the  right  road.  No 


Missionary 

The  annual  Missionary  Convention  of  Clark  and 
Gammon,  March  31  to  April  3,  was  a  pronounced 
success.  The  reception  to  the  senior  classes  of  the 
two  schools,  with  the  Gammon  Ladies’  Club  as  hostesses, 
was  a  charming  event.  There  were  several  distinguished 
guests  present. 

The  program  rendered  by  the  seniors  of  Clark  on  Fri¬ 
day  afternoon  was  a  masterful  discussion  of  the  race 
question  in  its  relation  to  Christian  missions.  Friday 
evening  was  given  to  the  oratorical  and  hymn  contest  by 
Gammon  students.  The  honors  in  oratory  were  given  to 
G.  W.  McCorkle,  of  the  middle  class,  and  to  Alfred  Clay 
and  H.  H.  Jones,  of  the  senior  class,  in  the  order  named. 
The  honors  in  the  hymn  writing  were  awarded  to  E.  A. 
Paul,  of  the  junior  class ;  W.  A.  Harewood,  of  the  middle 
class,  and  to  H.  H.  Green,  of  the  junior  class,  in  the  order 
named.  No  stronger  contest  has  ever  been  held. 

Saturday  forenoon’s  program  was  featured  by  three 
syniposiums — two  by  Gammon  seniors  and  one  by  Clark 
seniors — each  discussing  some  phase  of  the  world  situa- 


Ascends  the  Throne 

place  was  too  lowly,  no  night  too  dark,  no  day  too  hot  or 
cold,  for  this  angel  of  mercy  to  go  about  doing  good,  and 
preaching  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  fallen.  To 
the  very  last  she  found  joy  in  this  work. 

On  March  15  she  was  taken  ill,  and  gradually  grew 
weaker.  She  knew  that  the  end  of  the  earthly  journey 
had  almost  come;  and  as  loving  ones  cared  for  her,  she 
constantly  reminded  them  that  she  w'as  going  home.  She 
stated  that  she  had  no  doubts  nor  fears,  and  that  it  was 
only  a  step  across  the  river.  On  the  following  Sunday, 
while  asleep,  she  had  a  vision  of  heaven,  and  described  it 
according  to  John’s  vision.  And  as  she  continued  to  de¬ 
scribe  it,  she  grew  even  weaker,  and  pointing  up,  said, 
“All  is  well — heaven.” 

On  March  22,  having  completed  instructions  as  to 
what  she  wanted  done  after  leaving,  and  being  fully  satis¬ 
fied  within  herself  of  a  life  well  spent— just  at  the  close 
of  the  day,  in  the  quiet  of  the  early  evening  time,  the 
Master  of  Destiny  entered  her  room  and  bore  her  safely 
through  the  valley  of  the  shadow,  and  escorted  her  home. 

The  funeral  was  largely  attended  at  Warren  Memorial 
Church,  March  25.  The  pastor.  Rev.  J.  F.  Demery,  was 
in  charge  of  the  ceremonies.  Music  was  furnished  by 
the  Warren  choir  and  Clark  University  quartet.  The 
obituary  was  read  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Arnold.  The  following 
ministers  and  laymen  took  part  in  the  ceremonies :  the 
Rev.  D.  H.  Stanton,  Dr.  C.  L.  Johnson,  Dr.  D.  D.  Martin, 
the  Rev.  J.  W.  Queen,  the  Rev.  H.  E.  Burns,  Dr.  H.  W. 
B.  Wilson,  Dr.  M.  S.  Davage,  Mr.  S.  Cunningham,  and 
Dr.  A.  M.  Wilkins.  Dr.  M.  M.  Alston  delivered  the  fu¬ 
neral  oration,  and  the  resolutions  were  read  by  Mrs.  D. 
B.  Whitaker. 

As  the  sun  gently  sank  to  rest  in  the  lap  of  the  golden 
West,  the  Revs.  J.  W.  Queen,  W.  B.  Wood,  H.  W.  B. 
Wilson,  H.  E.  Burns,  C.  L.  Johnson,  and  H.  M.  White 
deposited  the  body  in  the  vault  at  Southview,  and  thus 
ended  that  which  is  earthly.  “Servant  of  God,  well  done.” 


Convention 

tion.  There  were  also  two  numbers  by  the  School  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  both  well  timed,  on  social  service  topics.  Saturday 
evening  was  the  contest  by  Clark  University  students. 
It  maintained  the  high  standards  of  previous  years  in 
grade  of  work  and  type  of  oratory  and  music.  The  honors 
in  oratory  were  awarded  Lucretia  Wright  and  Mary  Lee 
Crosby  in  order  named,  and  in  hymn  writing  to  Sydney 
Johnson  and  Sarah  O.  Neal  .in  order  named. 

Sunday  was  a  great  day,  beginning  with  a  joint  Y.  M. 
and  Y.  W.  meeting,  at  8.30,  which  was  well  attended, 
followed  by  a  missionary  program  in  the  union  Sunday 
school,  directed  by  Miss  I.  M.  Henry,  of  the  Clark  fac¬ 
ulty.  The  annual  missionary  sermon  was  delivered  by 
Marshall  McCollum,  of  the  senior  class  in  Gammon,  and 
was  a  masterful  deliverance  from  whatever  viewpoint 
judged.  H^  was  assisted  in  the  service  by  W.  R.  Gregg 
and  E.  H.  Beard. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  there  were  several  addresses  of 
high  interest  from  returned  missionaries  and  others;  also 
greetings  from  Atlanta  University,  Morehouse  College, 
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and  Spellman  College,  by  the  president  or  representative. 
On  Sunday  evening  the  Le  Zoute  Conference  on  Africa 
was  brought  to  us  by  Dr.  A.  B.  McCoy.  He  was  there 
and  understood  how  to  reproduce  it.  The  situation  in 
China  was  made  clear  by  Mr.  Eugene  Turner,  who  was 


born  in  China,  and  knows  the  situation.  Both  addresses 
were  enjoyed  and  profitable  and  made  a  happy  closing 
of  a  memorable  student  missionary  convention,  the  seven¬ 
teenth  held  here  under  the  auspices  of  the  Stewart  Mis¬ 
sionary  Foundation. 


Epworth  League  Institutes — Season  of  1927 


DATE 

PLACE 

DEAN 

LIFE  WORK  SECRETARY 

MANAGER 

May  18-82. 

Wilmington  District, 

North  Carolina  Conference, 
Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Prof.  J.  A.  McRae, 

Reidsville,  N.  C. 

Rev.  R.  S.  Abemethy, 

Red  Springs,  N.  C. 

Rev.  G.  M.  Phelps, 

Box  601, 

Hamlet,  N.  C. 

June  18-19. 

Bennett  College, 

North  Carolina  Conference, 
Greensboro,  N.  C. 

Prof.  J.  A.  McRae, 

Reidsville,  N.  C. 

Rev.  R.  T.  Weatherby, 
Greensboro,  N.  C. 

Prof.  David  Jones, 

Bennett  College, 
Greensboro,  N.  C. 

June  87  to 

July  8 

Chattanooga  District, 

East  Tennessee  Conference, 
Cleveland,  Tenn. 

Rev.  C.  K.  Brown, 

504  Lookout  St., 
Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Rev.  E.  E.  Hamblen, 
Chattaqpoga,  Tenn. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Pickett, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

July  5-10 

Beaumont  District, 

Texas  Conference, 

Port  Aithur,  Tex. 

Prof.  T.  B.  Echols, 

Austin,  Tex. 

Rev.  E.  H.  Holden, 

201  Moore  St., 

Marshall,  Tex. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Gilder, 

1430  Ash  Ave., 

Beaumont,  Tex. 

July  11-17 

Gulfsioe  Institute, 
Mississippi  Conference, 
Waveland,  Miss. 

Rev.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen, 

Church  St., 

Jackson,  Miss. 

Rev.  A.  L.  Holland, 

Bay  St., 

Louis,  Miss. 

Rev.  D.  L.  Morgan, 
Meridian,  Miss. 

July  18-24 

Rust  College  Institute, 
Upper  Mississippi  Conf., 

Rust  College, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

Rev.  A.  G.  Cole, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

Rev.  C.  H.  Pearson, . 

Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

Rev.  W  .  H.  Golden, 

Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

July  18-24 

Lexington  Conference 
Institute, 

Rushville,  Ind. 

Rev.  F.  H.  Bunton, 

3787  Dirr  St., 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Rev.  C.  T.  Parker, 

820  Thornburg, 

Newcastle,  Ind. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Hayden, 
Rushville,  Ind. 

July  18-24 

San  Antonio  District, 

West  Texas  Conference, 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Rev.  R.  M.  Davis, 

1024  So.  Main  St., 

Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 

Rev.  R.  M.  Mosby, 

Box  105, 

Cuero,  Tex. 

Rev.  K.  W.  McMillan, 

Sta.  “A”,  Box  508, 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 

July  25-81 

Little  Rock  Conference 
Institute, 

Philander  Smith  College, 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Rev.  B.  F.  Neal, 

Ft.  Smith,  Ark. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Turner, 

Hot  Springs,  'Ark. 

Prof.  Geo.  Taylor, 

Philander  Smith  College, 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 

August  1-7 

Bluefield  District, 

Elast  Tennessee  Conference, 
Bluefield,  W.  Va. 

Rev.  Wesley  J.  Manning, 
Gary,  W.  Va. 

Rev.  A.  D.  Williams, 
Pocahontas,  Va. 

Rev.  Howard, 

Bluefield,  W.  Va. 

August  1-7. 

Waco  District, 

West  Texas  Conference, 
Rocky  Ct.,  Rocky,  Tex. 

Mr.  M.  B.  Burkley, 

Rev.  R.  S.  Mosby, 

Box  105, 

Cuero,  Tex. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Downs, 

1025  So.  10th  St., 

Waco,  Tex. 

August  8-14. 

Morgan  College, 

Washington  and  Delaware 
Conferences 

Rev.  W.  C.  Thompson, 

5837  Race  St., 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Rev.  D.  H.  Hargis, 

2249  Oxford  St., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Rev.  A.  J.  Mitchell, 

529  Sanford  St., 

Baltimore,  Md. 

August  16-21. 

Dallas  District, 

West  Texas  Conference, 
Waxahachie,  Tex. 

Rev.  R.  M.  Davis, 

1024  So.  Main  St., 

Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 

Rev.  J.  D.  Rice, 

1814  Burford  St., 

Dallas,  Tex. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Childs, 

1814  Burford  St., 

Dallas,  Tex. 

August  82-28. 

Atlanta, 

Clark  University, 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Rev.  D.  H.  Stanton, 

202  N.  Ashley  St., 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Rev.  Crolley, 

So.  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Rev.  Bums, 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

August  82-88. 

Tennessee  Conference, 
Walden  College, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Lewis, 

919  First  Ave., 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Rev.  J.  D.  McCord, 

268  Whitsitt  Ave., 
Woodbine  Station, 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

H.  H.  Sutton, 

Walden  College, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

August  1-7. 

Chicago  District, 

Lexington  Conference, 
Chicago,  Ill. 

F.  H.  Butler, 

740  Rush  St., 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Rev.  H.  C.  Carroll, 

3011  Prairie  Ave., 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Higgins, 

4406  Indiana  Ave., 
Chicago,  Ill. 

June  87  to 

July  8. 

WiLET  “U”, 

Texas  Conference, 

Tabernacle  Church, 
Galveston,  Tex. 

Rev.  J.  S.  Scott, 

2814  St.  Charles  St., 
Houston,  Tex. 

Rev.  E.  H.  Holden, 

201  Moore  St., 

Marshall,  Tex. 

T.  H.  Patrick, 

814  28th  St., 

Galveston,  Tex. 

July  4-10. 

Sedaua  Institute, 

Central  Missouri  Conf., 
Sedalia,  Mo. 

Rev.  B.  F.  Abbott, 

St.  Loiis,  Mo. 

Miss  Hanson, 

Kansas  City  Training 
School, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Rev.  Lee, 

Sedalia,  Mo. 

July  4-10. 

Rockt  Mountain  District 
Institute, 

Lincoln  Conference, 
Manhattan  Conference. 

Rev.  M.  W.  Clair,  Jr., 
Denver,  Colo. 

Rev.  Tipton, 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 

Rev.  B.  R.  Booker, 

1415  N.  9th  St., 

Kansas  City,  Kans. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


IvnavATiovAi.  S 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
PETER  AT  PENTECOST 

SECOND  QUARTER.  LESSON  VII.  MAY  16 


Scripture  Letton — Acts  2. 

The  Commiteion.  In  our  lesson  last  Sun- 


T  niaintained  that  Jesus’ crucifixion  was  a  seri- 

Ll  1  I  A  P  S  S  O  n  ous  sin  against  God.  And  he  pointed  out  the 

'  way  by  which  this  sin  mij^t  be  atoned  for. 

WAi.  sauna  His  sermon  went  home  to  many.  A  large 

number  accepted  Jesus  as  the  Christ.  So 
onard  Farmer  many  who  had  taken  home  with  them  from  the 

_  '  Passover  the  story  of  Jesus’  crucifixion  are 

compelled  to  take  back  with  them  from  the 
PENTECOST  PentMost  the  story  of  His  resurrection  and 

lordship  over  the  world.  But  Peter’s  sermon 
LESSON  VII.  MAY  15  would  not  have  been  so  successful  but  for  the 

attitude  caused  on  the  part  of  his  hearers 
dared  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was  upon  Him,  by  the  unusual  emotion^  expression  of  the 
ana  gave  that  fact  as  a  reason  for  His  min-  disciples  attending  their  baptism  of  the  Holv 
istrv  iLulc^  A.  nmAaky*#*  AM  4.U:-  .  Qwvt.tA  vr _ _ _ L  ..  •  ^ 


in  our  lesson  last  Sun-  r”'*  hm:i;  as  a  reason  ror  tiiB  min-  aiscipies  attending  their  baptism  of  the  Holy 

day  Peter  received  from  Christ  his  commis-  (Luke  4,  18-21).  Reflect  on  this  for  a  Spirit  Never  have  such  strange  actions  been 

Sion  to  begin  the  Christian  ministry.  He  had  ™onaent,  ^d  then  remember  that  Jesus  did  more  justified  by  their  consequences  than  at 
been  called  to  that  work  when  Jesus  called  51*®  ”‘***‘7  works  by  the  Holy  Spirit  (Matt  Pentecost.  The  end  here  amply  iustified  the 
him  to  follow  Him  (Jesus),  promising  to  28-82;  Luke  4.  1,  18;  and  various  other  means, 
make  him  a  fisher  of  men.  His  call  to  the  •‘cfcj’cnces).  Christian  character  may  be  the  sam  huston  coixege. 
work  was  first  a  call  to  preparation  for  the  of  teaching  and  training,  but  spirit- 

work.  He  had  to  spend  some  time  in  prepa-  passion  and  power  and  the  like  come  not 

ration  before  he  received  his  commission.  Un-  ®*cept  by  the  Holy  Spirit  But  we  should  \fiosinTmrv  Tnfoi>ni.Af af 
fortunately  there  are  still  too  many  men  who  over-concerned  about  the  emotional  ex-  iVJ-iasionary  inierpreiatlOn 

confuse  the  call  to  the  ministry  and  the  com-  P^ession  attending  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit,  Lesson  toe  Spndat,  Mat  15,  1927 

mission  to  begin  the  ministry— they  "pass  up”  but  about  the  moral  and  spiritual  qualities  "And  to  all  that  are  afar  of” 

the  preparation  side  of  it.  Peter’s  call  came  Produced  by  Him.  The  emotional  expression  *1,.  p-„  rj  rv  Vm+Jn  n  n  ^ 

with  the  promise  of  his  becoming  a  fisher  depends  largely  upon  the  emotional  nature  -n,  p  *  f 

of  men;  and  his  commission  came  as  Christ  “"d  cultural  control  of  the  individual.  The  .  *^®“tecost  h^  a  farther  reach  in  Its 


ration  before  he  received  his  commission.  Un-  ®*cept  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  But  we  should  \fiosinTmrv  Tnfoi>ni.Af af 
fortunately  there  are  still  too  many  men  who  over-concerned  about  the  emotional  ex-  iVJ-iasionary  inierpreiatlOn 

confuse  the  call  to  the  ministry  and  the  com-  Pcession  attending  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit,  Lesson  toe  Sunday,  Mat  16,  1927 

mission  to  begin  the  ministry— they  "pass  up”  but  about  the  moral  and  spiritual  qualities  "And  to  all  that  are  afar  of” 

the  preparation  side  of  it.  Peter’s  call  came  Produced  by  Him.  The  emotional  expression  *1,.  p-„  rj  rv  Vm+Jn  n  n  ^ 

with  the  promise  of  his  becoming  a  fisher  depends  largely  upon  the  emotional  nature  -n,  p  *  f 

of  men;  and  his  commission  came  as  Christ  “"d  cultural  control  of  the  individual.  The  .  *^®“tecost  h^  a  farther  reach  in  Its 
was  questioning  him  whether  he  loved  Him  of  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit  is  the  than  just  those  in  attendance 

more  than  he  loved  fish.  We  pointed  out  in  "“ture  and  consequent  social  activity  of  the  1“  the  upper  room,  or  to  those  who  chanced 


more  than  he  loved  fish.  We  pointed  out  in  "“ture  and  consequent  social  activity  of  the  the  upper  room,  or  to  those  who  chanced 
our  last  lesson  that  the  "these”  of  John  21  supposedly  baptised.  Better  by  far  if  we  p  *'sten  to  the  Pentecostal  preaching  of 
15  may  have  meant  either  “these  other  dis-  P*“ced  greater  stress  on  the  baptism  of  the  tli  day  at  Jerusalem  and 

ciples”  or  “these  fishing  implements.”  But  Spirit  than  on  the  baptism  by  water.  ®  aiaciples  of  our  Lord,  but  its  full 

upon  further  reflection  I  am  fully  persuaded  The  Psychological  Moment,  Pentecost  was  Y-  o/ 

tlrnt  it  meant  “these  fishes.”  And  that  simply  a  very  fitting  time  for  the  inauguration  of  the  reaHL‘^it?‘^ft*oTJoS^,“’®H 
meant.  Do  you  love  me  more  than  you  love  Christian  movement.  Just  fifty  days  ago,  at  power  and  Hffc  For  the 

something  to  eat?  Jesus  had  decided  the  issue  the  last  national  religious  cele^bration,  Tesus  Kff  children  and  to 

between  the  principles  involved  in  this  ques-  was  put  to  death.  Now  at  the  next  such  Vh.  t  ia  . 

tion  in  His  first  temptation  in  the  wilderness  celebration  the  same  multitude  that  witnessed  coranrehlnd 

—physical  food  was  not  to  be  put  first  in  the  crucifixion  hear  the  first  public  procla-  ^  heaven  wWrt 

ones  strivings.  And  again  in  the  Sermon  on  mation  of  His  Messlahship.  So  far  m  the  the  GentUe  races  represent^ 

greatly  stressed  the  same  public  was  concerned,  this  was  the  true  spirit-  thei*^ 
idea  (Matt.  6.  26-33).  So  on  this  occasion  ual  resurrection  of  Jesus,  though  for  the  dis-  mot#*  from 
some  of  the  disciples,  led  by  Peter,  had  been  ciples  He  had  been  raised  seven  weeks  earlier.  Th^  n^nmii  in'  n 

vainly  toiling  all  night  to  get  something  to  Ever  since  He  had  been  put  to  death,  things  f  r 

eat.  They  must  have  been  very  hungry,  had  settled  down  to  very  much  like  what  thfy  ^»>o  were  remote  to 

Christ  appeared  when  their  thoughts  and  dc-  had  been  before  John  the  BapUst  began  is  to  w”  iT*“ 

sires  were  most  anxiously  centered  on  fish,  preaching.  Both  of  these  reformers  had  been  ****?  vision 

and  not  only  assisted  them  in  getting  fish,  killed.  If  the  public  thought  of  Jesus  at  aU,  hoLi  ti^ 

but  even  prepared  the  fish  for  them.  With-  it  thought  of  Him  becaufe  this  celebration  S.  of  threarth  ^  ^ 

out  His  hein  tb^v  wmilH  nnf  Kbva  AotifvKf  pppaIIaH  who-f  ka/1  Vi»weweama.i  aa  -a  xi _  ine  eanii. 


A  T*;  Aiiciu.  TTJiii-  Aiiuu^uA  ui  mm  ucesuse  inis  ceieoration  nf  Bavfii 

out  His  help  they  would  not  have  caught  recalled  what  had  happened  to  Him  at  the  T>i,af  a.I  ofllil  *,  i  j  •  j 

any  fish.  After  they  had  satisfied  their  last  celebration.  Doubtless  many  of  them,  n, ®  from  every ^ land  received 
Imnger,  he  enquired  of  Peter  whether  he  loved  coming  up  to  Jerusalem  for  the  Llebration,  dav^ar^’ 

Him  more  than  he  loved  those  fishes  lying  came  as  do  some  who  attend  any  great  de-  J*’®”  about  three 

there  in  the  net.  If  so,  he  was  no  longer  to  nominatlonal  conference  or  convention  to-day  thest  are  oftL  mSst  reaSv 
spend  all  his  time  and  thought  in  trying  to  —came  thinking  that  there  might  be  some  w  fu  * 

get  a  living,  but  was  to  hel?  Him  biUd'up  “heretic”  to  be®  dealt  with.  aFi  eyes  we”e  3,®npv  ®T® 

the  kingdom  of  God.  He  was  no  longer  to  kept  open.  All  ears  were  kept  pricked.  the 

be  thinking  first  about  feeding  his  body;  but  Every  unusual  act  was  closely  observed.  But  tHpop  efrnnw..  f^^®  O"  **** 

wins  to  be  thinking  first  about  the  feeding  of  the  very  unusual  thing  happened.  Th;  S-  JlaH  „f  bri.t  .nd^w.^h®*  id 
Christs  lambs  and  sheep  (Matt.  6.  26-33).  ciples  of  Jesus  receive®the  Holy  Spirit.  They  IIm  J*  ^  T  it 

He  was  no  longer  to  fish‘^for  fish,  but  hence-  act  exceedingly  strange.  Wwd^ is  hastily 
forth  was  to  fish  for  men.  passed  around  concerning  their  behavior  A  Word  ^ 

The  Spiritual  Baptiem.  Some  days  passed,  curious  crowd  speedily  surrounds  them.  j,- '  c-ii-j  them  and  called  ns  to  heln 

however,  before  Peter  actually  began  the  Spiritual  tension  is  high  among  the  disciples,  them.  When  He  shall  call  us  to  renort  on 
work.  Even  if  any  fitting  opportunity  had  Amazement  is  breath-taking  among  the  crowd.  *--1.  osoi„,ed  sf  wiii  fu™  u-  moL  -i-or 
presented  itself,  he  lacked  the  inward  prLpt-  They  are  possessed  with  Semonsf  say  some,  t  js  not  iulrf^r’  ns  but  f^r  thos^  to  whom 

ng  or  "drive”  for  the  work-the  pass’ion  a^nd  No  they  are  drunk,  say  others.  we  are  se'nt  that  He  will  be  losing  And 

enthusiasm  which  causes  one  to  forget  one-  The  Sermon.  But  interest  is  deepened  as  if  we  are  true,  there  will  be  in  that  “multitude 
self  and  all  personal  consideration  and  be-  the  strangely  acting  men  suddenly  become  which  no  man  can  number”  manf  who  are 
come  lost  in  a  cause.  Such  zeal  does  not  normal.  Peter  became  the  spokesman  of  the  there  because  we  were  interested  in  those  who 
normally  come  through  teaching  or  exhorta-  group.  He  ceased  to  speak  in  tongues,  and  are  afar  oflf.  Peter  was  successful  because 
lions  or  injunctions;  but  it  usually  originates  spoke  in  his  mother  tongue.  His  sermon  was  he  had  a  Pentecostal  experience  which  wave 
in  some  very  vital  emotional  experience.  It  simple.  He  explained  the  cause  of  their  him  the  missionary  passion  and  which  bore 
came  to  Jesus  at  His  baptism— but  He  knew  strange  actions.  He  testified  In  a  historical  immediate  fruit, 
how  to  control  the  physical  expression  of  His  argument  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ  He  gammon  seminaet. 
emotions.  It  came  to  Saul  at  his  conversion. 

And  it  came  to  Peter  at  Pentecost.  It  is  the 

gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  Not  only  does  the  J_  1  T  m  • 

Holy  Spirit  produce  zeal  and  enthusiasm  in  tl  1  T*  T  1^  I  ,  ^  Q  CT  114^  I  ^  1  n 

find  for  a  cause,  but  He  produces  also  power  *  ^  I*  X  i  J  ^  I.JL  vJ  IJ  X  L 

and  persuasiveness  in  one’s  words.  Like  Je-  MAY15  * 

BUS,  we  may  call  men  to  the  Christian  min¬ 
istry  and  persuade  them  to  accept  the  call.  U,,  .v^  T  XKT  TT  j  tv  tv 

Like  Jesus,  we  may  prepare  them  spiritually  XSy  1116  Xv6V.  J.  W.  JnRy  WOOCt.  D.D. 

and  intellectually  as  well  as  we  can  for  the  _ 

w^ork.  And  like  Jesus,  we  may  commission  _ _ _ _ 

them-^ven  through  ordination  and  consecra-  MEASURING  UP  TO  OUR  PAST 

lion.  But  without  the  passion  and  power  ere-  f  AMVTVTrB«ABv  r»Av\ 

ated  or  aroused  in  them  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  (ANNIVERSARY  DAY) 

their  ministry  cannot  be  very  vital  and  effec-  (Gen.  26.  18-22;  Isa.  80.  20) 

f **cept  for  the  raising  of  money  and  the 

churches.  One  may  have  the  Another  League  birthday  is  upon  us.  The  backwards  to  see  what  we  have  to  show  for 
Virit  of  Jesus  without  having  the  Holv  Solrlt.  years  are  so  short  1  One  must  keen  rl»bt  the  .1 


Epworth  League  Topic 

MAY  16 

By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 

MEASURING  UP  TO  OUR  PAST 

(ANNIVERSARY  DAY) 

(Gen.  26.  18-22;  Isa.  30.  20) 

Another  League  birthday  is  upon  us.  The  backwards  to  see  what  we  have  to  show  for 

C&Pfi  AFA  fln  (  OnA  miiof  Itaate  ^1 _ M. _ _ «_a  a_  _  . 


He  Lrnn^  V  did  wc  do  to-day?  Let  me  suggest  some  things  with  definite  goals  of  achievement  before  it. 

lave  menT  A  I?  passion  to  which  I  think  ought  to  be  included  in  our  If  that  was  done,  now  is  a  good  time  to  take 

and  n  ^hlhit  programs  stock,  make  an  inventory,  siTwhere  you  are 

0  probably  only  sermon  at  home.  He  de-  1.  Retrospection.  We  ought  to  take  a  look  “at.”  ^  ^ 
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2.  Bpeeial  Ofering.  This  is  a  s^d  day 
for  the  League  to  make  a  special  offering 
for  World  fitervlce.  One  big  object  of  the 
League  is  to  train  in  Christian  ^ving.  We 
have  studied  stewardship  during  the  last 
quarter.  This  is  a  good  day  to  bring  the 
tithes  from  the  storehouse  and  send  them  on 
their  mission.  Make  this  Anniversary  Day 
historic  by  reason  of  its  sacrificial  giving. 


Little  Stories  c 

What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Chicago,  III. — On  April  16  the  Pastor’s  So¬ 
cial  Hdpers  of  the  South  Park  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  gave  to  the  pastor,  Rev. 
H.  M.  Carroll,  a  basket  of  choice  groceries, 
to  the  amount  of  $7.66. — Chas.  Johnson,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Wectmintler,  8.  C. — The  following  mem¬ 
bers  of  Walhalla  charge  paid  their  World 
Service  claims  on  Easter  day:  Mr.  Willie 
McFall,  $1;  Rev.  S.  Jackson,  $2;  Mr.  Allen 
Green,  $1;  Mrs.  Conie  Green,  $1.60;  Miss 
Laurena  Agnew,  $1. — Rev.  S.  Jackson,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

Sandhill,  Fla. — On  Easter  Sunday,  at  11 
A.  M.,  our  church  was  too  small  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  people  who  came  to  hear  Dr. 
Selmore  prove  that  Christ  rose  from  the 
dead.  This  Easter  will  always  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  the  people  of  Sandhill.  Collection, 
$20. — The  Rev.  J.  R.  Rutledge,  Pastor;  M. 
Chapelle,  Reporter. 

Lutbyi,  Md. — St.  John  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church:  We  are  proud  of  our  new  pastor, 
the  Rev.  W.  E.  Williams.  He  is  looking  into 
every  interest  of  the  church,  and  the  bishop 
made  no  mistake  in  sending  him  to  be  our 
leader  for  this  Conference  year.  The  pastor 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  on  Sunday, 
and  the  spiritual  tide  ran  high. — Mrs.  M.  £. 
Moseley,  Reporter. 

BridgevUle,  Dela. — Easter  was  warmly  ob¬ 
served  by  Mt.  Calvary  Church,  its  people, 
and  community.  There  was  a  very  large' and 
appreciative  attendance  at  the  morning  wor- 
sUp.  The  pastor  and  people  were  inspired. 
According  to  the  report  of  the  stewards,  be¬ 
tween  eighty-five  and  ninety  people  received 
the  Lord’s  Supper.  The  evening  service  was 
also  largely  attended. — E.  M.  Hurley,  Pastor. 

Mon  Point,  Mi$$. — An  excellent  program 
was  rendered  April  17,  Easter  Sunday.  Sun¬ 
day  school  was  held  at  the  usual  hour,  after 
which  a  program  was  rendered  by  the  small 
children.  At  night  a  pageant,  “The  Search 
for  the  Risen  Christ,”  was  rendered.  After 
the  program  World  Service  reports  were 
called  for.  Total  raised  was  $311.  Rev.  S. 
G.  Roberts,  Pastor;  Ariel  Hawkins,  Reporter. 

ahubtUa,  Mist. — The  Easter  services  were 
very  interesting  and  enjoyed  by  all.  Mrs. 
M.  L.  Fisher,  the  Sunday-school  superintend¬ 
ent,  was  punctual  and  conducted  a  splendid 
Sunday  school.  At  Mt.  Zion,  Bro.  Dottie,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  at  Pleas¬ 
ant  Grove,  conducted  a  delightful  service. 
Mrs.  Ada  Trotter  knows  how  to  deal  with  the 
young  people.  Collection  for  the  day  was 
$101. — W.  R.  Walker,  Reporter. 

Mt.  Brook,  Fla. — Sunday  will  never  be  for¬ 
gotten  at  New  Home  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  At  6  P.  M.  the  superintendent  held 
the  business  session  of  the  Conference,  and 
at  8  P.  M.  delivered  an  able  sermon  from 
John  20.  26.  Five  came  up  for  prayer.  Col¬ 
lection,  $14.  We  have  but  six  members,  but 
they  are  sincere.  We  paid  the  superintend¬ 
ent,  Dr.  Selmore,  in  full,  $10. — M.  E.  Ed¬ 
wards,  Reporter;  the  Rev.  J.  Bell,  Pastor. 

Hadticiburg,  Mitt. — St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  The  little  card  class  No. 
10,  taught  ^  Mrs.  Mary  V.  Hails,  enjoyed 
a  Ipvdy  Easter  entertainment  Saturday 
afternoon,  April  16,  on  the  beautiful  lawn 
at  their  teacher’s  home  in  Scott  Street.  There 
were  forty  or  more  children  and  adults  pres¬ 
ent,  who  enjoyed  an  egg  and  peanut  hunt. 


8.  Oct  Anniversary  Day  Prog/ram.  Our 
Book  Concern’  has  a  brief  pageant  which  is 
suitable  for  Anniversary  Day.  Every  chap¬ 
ter  ought  to  get  it  and  work  it  up  for  this 
day.  The  price  is  about  ten  cents  a  copy 
where  you  get  as  many  as  ten  copies.  Send 
to  the  nearest  depository  of  the  Book  Con¬ 
cern. 

MOaOAK  COIXEOB. 


f  Achievement 

A  neat  sum  was  realised,  which  these  little 
tots  gave  on  their  World  l^rvice  quota.  Mrs. 
Hails  has  these  little  folk  well  in  hand. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Marion,  Ala. — Sunday  morning,  April  17, 
the  Rev.  R.  G.  Morris,  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
preached  tor  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Brown,  pastor 
of  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
subject  was,  “The  Conversion  of  Simon.”  The 
sermon  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Sunday  night  the 
Rev.  Morris  spoke  on  World  Service,  after 
which  a  beautiful  Easter  pageant  was  ren¬ 
dered  to  the  delight  of  all.  The  Ladies’  Aid* 
put  over  another  splendid  program. — Rev. 
G.  W.  Brown,  Pastor;  Miss  Velma  Young, 
Reporter. 

Pottg  Camp,  Mi**. — On  April  18  a  splendid 
program  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  A.  Jackson 
and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Wade  at  St.  Mary  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  An  able  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Pitts,  of  Holly  Springs, 
at  3  P.  M.  The  choir  rendered  beautiful 
music.  The  public  collection  amounted  to 
$16;  list  coUection,  $16.06;  total,  $30.06.  We 
are  now  trying  to  repair  our  church,  and 
desire  the  prayers  of  everyone.  The  title  of 
our  Easter  pageant  was  “The  Search  for  the 
Risen  Christ.” — Lucille  Street,  Reporter. 

DeKalb,  Mi**. — Preston  Circuit,  Bethlehem 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  The  first  Sun¬ 
day  in  April  was  a  high  day  with  us  in  putting 
over  our  Easter  program.  The  Rev.  G.  W. 
Vaughan,  our  new  pastor,  preached  a  soul¬ 
stirring  sermon  from  the  subject,  “Ye  May, 
if  Ye  Believe.”  Ten  dollars  and  ten  cents 
were  raised  for  World  Service.  Though  we 
are  few  in  number,  we  raised  $4.60  for  the 
pastor,  making  a  total  of  $14.60.  At  the  night 
service  the  Rev.  Vaughan  preached  another 
able  sermon.  We  are  glad  to  have  this  man 
of  God  as  our  leader.  Pray  for  our  success. 
— Arlena  Coleman,  Reporter. 

Chipley,  Oa. — Whitesville  charge:  April  17 
was  a  splendid  day  at  our  place.  Our  dear 
pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Shuman,  has  been  quite 
ill,  but  by  the  help  of  the  Lord  he  was  on  the 
job  and  preached  another  great  sermon;  sub¬ 
ject,  “Take  a  Stand  for  Christ”;  text,  1  Cor. 
16.  68.  He  brought  us  a  great  message.  We 
are  proud  to  have  the  Rev.  Shuman  as  our 
pastor.  Easter  Day  a  year  ago,  pastor’s 
salary  was  $10.46;  total  collection  on  that 
day  was  $6.76;  total,  $16.20.  This  Easter, 
pastor’s  salary  was  $18.iS0;  Easter  collection, 
$18.73;  total,  $37.23.  We  are  indeed  proud 
of  this  advancement.  Good  leaders  make 
good  people. — Mary  L.  Smith,  Reporter. 

West  Point,  Oa. — Whitesville  charge:  Sun¬ 
day  night,  April  17,  our  Easter  program  was 
conducted  at  Rose  Chapel  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  Shuman,  pre¬ 
siding.  At  the  close  of  the  program  the  pastor 
made  some  timely  remarks.  Easter  collection 
at  this  place  was  not  what  we  had  hoped  for, 
yet  we  did  well  under  the  circumstances.  Col¬ 
lection  amounted  to  $11;  at  Pine  Grove, 
$4.60;  total  for  the  day,  including  collection 
for  other  causes,  amounted  to  ^4.23.  Wa 
are  hard  pressed  for  money  in  this  section  of 
the  country,  but  we  intend  to  put  the  pro¬ 
gram  over  by  the  help  of  the  Lord. — J.  A. 
Knight,  Reporter. 

Columbus,  Oa. — Sunday,  April  17,  was  a 
high  day  with  Simpson  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  After  decision  week  serv¬ 
ices,  beginning  April  10,  at  11  A.  M.,  the 
pastor.  Rev.  P.  E.  Smith,  preached  from  John 
11.  26;  subject,  “The  Resurrection  Morn.” 
The  Sunday  school  rendered  a  program  at 
7.30  P.  M.,  which  was  well  attenaed.  Raised 


for  World  Service,  $13;  other  collection,  $10; 
total  for  the  day,  $23.  The  church  has  put  on 
new  life,  and  we  feel  that  with  the  leaoership 
of  our  pastor,  we  will  go  over  the  top  with 
all  causes  this  year.  We  thank  Bishop  Clair  m 
for  sending  us  the  Rev.  P.  E.  Smith.  Our  I 
motto  is,  all  claims  paid  and  church  improved.  ^ 
— W.  T.  Ayers,  Reporter. 

Wateree,  8.  C. — This  charge  is  composed  of 
two  churches:  Smyrna  and  Mt.  Prospect.  The 
Wateree  charge,  with  its  loyal  set  of  officers 
and  members,  is  second  to  none  in  the  South 
Carolina  Conference.  Sunday,  April  17,  was 
a  high  day.  We  raised  $206.  We  have  paid 
our  Episcopal  fund  in  full  for  the  year,  and 
our  Pension  and  Relief  and  General  Confer¬ 
ence  expenses;  also  $100  for  World  Service 
and  $40  for  Clafiin  endowment.  The  district 
superintendent’s  claim  has  been  raised  in  full. 
Strange  to  say,  this  is  where  the  writer  was 
born  into  the  world  and  also  into  the  King¬ 
dom.  These  are  indeed  a  great  people.  You 
will  hear  from  us  at  the  next  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. — G.  B.  Tillman,  Pastor. 

Cherry  Valley,  Tenn. — On  April  16,  a  grand 
day  was  witnessed  at  Dowell  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  The  district  super¬ 
intendent,  Rev.  F.  N.  Collier,  was  with  us, 
also  the  Rev.  S.  G.  Brown,  of  Murfreesboro. 
We  raised  for  World"  Service  $14,  and  the 
Rev.  Collier  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon. 
Our  trustees  have  begun  work.  We  have 
turned  over  a  new  leaf.  A  splendid  Easter 
program  was  rendered  at  Richmond,  Tenn. 
The  district  superintendent  was  present  and 
preached  an  able  sermon  on  “World  Serv¬ 
ice.”  Collection  for  the  day  and  night  ^ 
amounted  to  $26  for  World  Service.  Grand 
total  raised,  $46.  Pray  for  our  success. — 
Rev.  A.  A.  D.  Butler,  Pastor;  C.  Butler,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Duck  Hill,  Mis*. — Our  Easter  program 
was  carried  out  nicely.  The  resurrection  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  G. 
Spencer,  from  the  text,  “My  kingdom  is  not 
of  this  world.”  On  April  9  a  crowd  of  mem¬ 
bers  from  Green  Chapel,  also  Payne  Chapel, 
came  into  the  parsonage  and  laid  upon  the 
table  several  pounds  of  choice  groceries. 
Many  thanks  to  them.  Our  first  Quarterly 
Conference  was  held  March  16,  17,  with  the 
Rev.  D.  Green  presiding.  A  grand  service 
was  held  on  Sunday.  The  Lord’s  Supper  was 
administered  by  the  superintendent  and  pas¬ 
tor.  A  large  number  partook  of  the  sacra¬ 
ment.  The  superintendent  was  paid  in  full, 
$26;  paid  pastor,  $169.66. — E.  Hoskins, 
Steward. 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Clark  Memorial:  The 
parsonage  club  met  at  the  home  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Lewis,  with  Mrs.  G.  H. 
Martin  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Glenn  as  joint  host¬ 
esses.  The  president,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Martin, 
presided.  After  Scripture  reading  and  | 
prayer,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  ' 
were  read  and  adopted.  Flowers  were  sent 
to  Miss  Eureka  Martin,  who  was  ill.  Miss 
Martin  is  one  of  the  most  loyal  members  of 
the  club,  also  of  the  church  and  choir,  and 
we  are  all  praying  for  her  recovery.  Our 
president,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Martin,  made  a  very 
interesting  talk  to  the  ladies  and  visitors  of 
the  club,  and  also  reported  what  had  been 
accomplished  under  her  regime.  Too  much 
credit  and  praise  cannot  be  given  our  presi¬ 
dent  for  the  active  part  and  interest  taken 
in  helping  to  make  the  parsonage  club  worth 
while.  The  Rev.  G.  W.  Lewis  made  a  very 
encouraging  talk.  He  also  introduced  the 
Rev.  Armstrong,  of  Seays  Chapel,  who  spoke 
briefly  on  the  importance  of  the  club.  Mem¬ 
bers  responding  with  dues  and  quotations 
numbered  fourteen.  Total  collection,  $2. 
After  the  close  of  the  business  session,  the 
hostesses  served  a  delicious  menu. — Mrs.  R- 
E.  Glenn,  Secretary. 

Cookeville,  Tenn. — On  Easter  Sunday  the 
rally  was  conducted  by  clubs,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  persons  were  appointed  captains:  No.  1, 
Miss  L.  Crook;  No.  2,  Miss  M.  Murphy; 
No.  8,  Miss  K.  V.  Buck;  No.  4,  Miss  B.  Bart-  J 
lett;  No.  6,  Miss  Vergie  New.  Each  one  d  a  ^ 
splendid  work,  and  were  awarded  gifts  In 
appreciation  of  same.  At  11  A.  M.  the  Re'^* 

J.  S.  Nance  delivered  the  Easter  message. 
At  8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Berry,  of  Algooo, 
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preached  for  us.  At  7.80  P.  M.  the  Rev. 
Nance  was  In  his  pulpit  with  closing  remarks 
for  the  day.  The  musical  program  was 
splendid.  Mrs.  P.  H.  New  presided  accept- 
I  ably  at  the  organ.  We  raised  for  the  day, 
“  J64.44.  Our  work  is  moving  on;  pray  for 
our  success. — J.  S.  L.,  Reporter. 


Kosciuiko,  Mitt. — ^The  Easter  services  were 
all  one  could  expect.  At  5  A.  M.  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  J.  P.  Watson,  delivered  the  resur¬ 
rection  sermon  to  the  delight  of  all.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  riven  Mrs.  P.  L.  Bul¬ 
locks,  the  efficient  superintendent  of  our  Sun¬ 
day  school,  for  the  pains  taken  with  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  for  the  splendid  program  rendered. 
The  pantomime  by  Miss  Jeanette  Robinson 
was  a  masterpiece.  The  male  quartet  ren¬ 
dered  beautiful  music,  composed  of  W.  H. 
Cooper,  Daniel  Shumaker,  Henry  Bullocks, 
and  John  Lloyd.  Mrs.  Lula  McMilllan,  pian¬ 
ist,  was  at  her  best.  We  did  not  raise  the 
$1,000  as  we  had  planned,  but  all  have  agreed 
not  to  stop  until  it  has  been  raised.  The  col¬ 
lection  surpassed  that  of  previous  years. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Brookhaven,  Mitt. — The  Brookhaven  circuit 
is  alive  and  working.  The  Rev.  A.  J.  Thomp¬ 
son  came  to  us  from  the  Conference,  and 
like  a  master  of  things,  set  about  organizing 
his  forces  in  working  order.  He  first  an¬ 
nounced  to  us  our  quota,  then  set  plans  to 
raise  it.  He  went  after  World  Service  with 
a  similar  spirit  as  he  did  when  he  went  into 
the  World  War.  We  have  made  three  drives, 
counting  Easter  Day.  We  first  raised  $27. 
On  our  second  drive  we  raised  $26;  then  on 
Easter  we  raised  $26.  We  are  slowly  but 
surely  going  on  to  the  top.  We  are  deter¬ 
mined  as  never  before  to  stand  by  the  church 
in  every  cause.  We  heartily  thank  our  good 
bishop  for  this  keen-sighted  leader,  the  Rev. 
A.  J.  Thompson.  We  are  going  on. — Walter 
Brewer,  Reporter. 

Biloxi,  Mitt. — Easter  was  a  great  day  at 
Biloxi.  The  resurrection  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Leach,  of  Hands- 
boro,  and  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  P.  H. 
Rembert,  and  the  camp  was  stirred  from  the 
pulpit  to  the  door.  The  stereopticon  pic¬ 
tures  on  the  Resurrection  of  Christ  by  Dr. 
Leach  were  the  best  ever  seen  in  Biloxi!  We 
had  a  crowded  house.  Dr.  Rembert  raised 
his  full  World  Service  quota,  $263,  and  all 
of  his  other  claims,  and  now  stands  ready  to 
make  his  Annual  Conference  report.  Mrs. 
S.  A.  Rembert  raised  $60.86.  The  other 
members  and  friends  did  fine.  Superintend¬ 
ent  Moore  and  his  Sunday  school  made  a 
fine  impression  on  Sunday  night.  Mrs.  C. 
L.  Brown  had  things  in  fine  shape,  and  pre¬ 
sided  at  the  organ  with  dignity  and  ease. — 
Reporter. 

Maditonville,  Texas. — Easter  Sunday  was 
a  high  day  for  the  churches  on  the  Madison- 
ville  circuit.  There  were  Easter  programs 
rendered  at  each  church  to  the  delight  of  all 
who  witnessed  them.  Members  from  the 
different  churches  met  at  Wilson  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Madisonville, 
Sunday  night,  and  witnessed  the  final  Easter 
program,  and  there  reported  the  grand  total 
for  the  Easter  rally.  Our  worthy  pastor, 
the  Rev.  J.  C.  Stripling,  and  wife,  spared 
no  little  pains  in  trying  to  put  the  program 
over,  assisted  by  the  loyal  members  of  the 
Madisonville  circuit.  Total  raised,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  For  World  Service,  $137.26;  for  Wiley 
College,  $26;  for  other  causes,  that  is,  Wave- 
land,  $5;  grand  total,  $168.26.  Do  we  real¬ 
ise  that  this  world  needs  Christians  of  serv¬ 


ice-willing  and  ready  to  do  what  the  Mas¬ 
ter  requires  of  them?— I.  B.  Green,  Reporter. 

Kenolia,  Miss. — Easter  was  a  success  on 
the  Kenolia  charge.  Our  pastor,  immediately 
on  his  arrival  here  from  Conference,  lost  no 
time  in  making  preparation  for  the  Easter 
drive.  He  first  organized  the  entire  congre¬ 
gation  into  working  units,  after  which,  like 
a  general  leading  an  army,  he  led  the  charge 
in  the  every-member  canvass.  On  Easter  we 
made  an  attack  on  World  Service.  Our  first 
battle  was  fought  at  Pleasant  Grove.  We 
raised  $80,  with  our  captain,  the  Rev.  A. 
Jones,  and  his  lieutenant,  Mrs.  Rosa  Crisler, 
our  pastor’s  wife.  Every  member  played  the 
part  of  a  valiant  soldier.  At  the  evening 
service  we  engaged  in  a  severe  battle  at 
Wesley  Chapel,  with  Captain  John  Smith 
leading,  with  Lieutenant  Rev.  A.  Hillard 
supporting  his  every  charge.  We  raised  $40; 
total,  $70.  We  are  not  over  the  top  yet,  but 
we  are  bound  to  win  the  battle  with  our  great 
general,  the  Rev.  Joe  C.  Crisler,  leading.— 
A.  Jones,  Reporter. 

Waycross,  Oa. — Easter  was  very  beauti¬ 
fully  celebrated  at  King  Solomon  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  this  city.  The  Junior  De¬ 
partment  rendered  a  beautiful  program  Sun¬ 
day  night,  with  sixty-five  participants.  The 
department  was  under  the  direction  and  su¬ 
pervision  of  Mrs.  Jessie  Smith,  one  of  the 
efficient  school  teachers  of  the  city.  Monday 
night  following,  an  Easter  pageant  was  given, 
entitled,  “The  Sacred  Flame,”  under  the 
auspices  of  the  intermediate  and  senior  de¬ 
partments  of  the  Sunday  school.  This  pag¬ 
eant  was  directed  by  Mrs.  Lilia  L.  Odum,  the 
efficient  wife  of  the  district  superintendent  of 
the  Waycross  District,  who  is  also  the  Sun¬ 
day-school  superintendent.  Twenty-five  char- 
•-acters  and  a  chorus  of  twenty  voices  par¬ 
ticipated.  The  music  was  excellent,  and  was 
handled  by  Mrs.  L.  M.  Jones,  the  accom¬ 
plished  organist  of  the  church.  Quite  $60  was 
realized  from  this  effort,  which  leaves  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  D.  R.  Cooper,  all  smiles. — Reporter. 

Meridian,  Miss. — Haven  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church;  We  have  closed  two  very 
successful  drives.  The  first  drive  was  put 
over  by  Brothers  Lagrone  and  Edwards  on 
the  second  Sunday  in  March,  which  brought 
in  $276.  After  completing  this  drive,  the 
trustees  selected  two  young  ladies  as  cap¬ 
tains  in  the  person  of  Miss  Hines  and  Mrs. 
Hampton.  The  contest  was  planned  to  raise 
our  quota  in  the  World  Service  program,  the 
honor  as  president  of  the  church  for  the  year 
1927  to  be  given  the  lady  raising  the  highest 
amount.  Therefore  each  captain  was  given  a 
group  of  members  to  work  with.  Much  en¬ 
thusiasm  was  aroused  on  both  sides,  and  many 
plans  were  put  on  to  help  both  captains. 
Mrs.  Hampton  and  her  group  gave  a  three- 
night  bazaar.  Miss  Hines  and  her  group  had 
a  great  baby  contest,  which  brought  in  $22. 
A  pew  rally  and  a  State  rally,  in  which  every 
State  in  the  Union  was  represented  with  a 
dollar.  The  State  rally  aroused  .much  inter¬ 
est,  and  a  number  of  the  States  reported 
more  than  the  amount  asked  for.  Mrs. 
Hampton  raised  $163;  Miss  Emma  Hines 
raised  $215,  Many  congratulations  were  ex¬ 
tended  Miss  Hines  for  raising  the  highest 
amount  ever  raised  by  a  lady  of  Haven  at 
one  time;  also  her  many  helpers,  with  Mr. 
Edwards  as  sponsor;  Mrs.  Spencer,  secretary; 
and  Mrs.  M.  A.  Chapman,  treasurer.  The 
church  is  getting  along  nicely,  and  has  a  great 
working  spirit  for  raising  money, — Rev.  G.  W. 
Williams,  Pastor;  Emma  Hines,  Reporter. 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

First  Round — Roanoke  (8  P,  M.),  May  2; 
Salem  (8  P.  M.l,  8;  Buchanan  and  B.  V. 
O  P.  M.),  4;  Stewartsvllle  (1  P.  M.),  6; 
wesville  (1  P.  M.),  9;  Pittsville  (1  P.  M.), 
JOj  Waynesboro  (8  P.  M.),  18;  West  Staun- 
wn  (1  P.  M.),  19;  Staunton  (8  P.  M.),  19; 
Grottoes  (8  P.  M.),  20;  Highland  (8  P.  M.), 
^5  Richmond-Asbury  (8  P.  M.),  June  7; 


Richmond-Leigh  Street  (8  P.  M.),  8;  Lex¬ 
ington  (8  P.  M.),  16;  Brownsburg  (1  P.  M.), 
16;  Harrisonburg  (8  P.  M.),  17;  Bridge- 
water  (1  P.  M.),  20;  Woodstock  and  Luray 
(8  P.  M.),  21;  Strasburg  (1  P.  M.),  22;  Win¬ 
chester  (8  P.  M.),  28.  V  ' 

Dear  Brother:  Let  the  motto  of  our  dis¬ 
trict  be,  “For  Christ  and  Humanity.”  To 
this  end  our  first  great  call  is  to  Morgan 
College.  Victory  Week  from  May  8-16.  Let 
each  pastor  pay  on  his  own  pledge  and  then 
urge  each  member  and  friend  to  do  his  very 


best  We  must  not  fail  now.  May  we  all 
be  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  all  of  our  varied 
J  activities  for  the  Kingdom.  District  Confer- 

^  ence  at  Leesburg,  Va.,  August  16-21;  Morgan 

,  College  Epworth  League  Institute,  August 
f  8-16.— James  U.  King,  Dist  SupL  2620  Geor- 
.  gia  Avenue,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

\  ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

>  Third  Round — Benson,  May  4;  Trenton  Ct., 

I  6,  6;  Shady  Grove,  7,  8;  Robeline  Ct„  9,  26; 

!  Mathew,  10,  11;  Pleasant 

Hill,  12,  18;  Zoola,  16;  Bayou  Sea,  16;  Many 
Ct.,  20-22;  Marthaville  and  Rosa,  28,  24- 
[  St.  Paul  and  Allen,  26,  June  6;  Powhattan, 

;  6;  Natchitoches,  7-12;  Cane  River  CL,  9-12; 

:  Grand  Ecore  Ct.,  18,  14;  Campti,  16,  18;  Col- 
I  to  CL,  17-19;  Boyce  and  Rapides,  20,  21; 

I  Boyce  and  Village,  23-26;  Newman,  27  to 
,  July  3;  Pineville,  June  28  to  July  8;  Bunkie, 

!  June  29,  80;  Cottonport  Ct.,  July  1,  2;  St. 

:  Paul,  4-10;  Wilton,  6-10;  BoonviUe,  17;  Le- 
compte  Ct.,  24. 

Dear  Brother  Ministers:  Easter  is  over,, 
and  you  have  wrought  w<mderfully  well.  I 
am  very  grateful  to  you  for  the  great  success 
in  the  Easter  drive.  You  have  labored  un¬ 
ceasingly,  and  have  brought  honor  to  your¬ 
self  and  to  the  great  old  church.  But  we 
must  not  stop  here,  for  the  goal  has  not  yet 
been  reached.  The  World  Service  year  closes 
midnighL  May  81.  May  I  not  ask  that  each 
of  you  who  did  not  go  over  the  top  to  put 
forth  every  effort  to  raise  the  balance  of  your 
quota  and  forward  it  to  the  office,  740  Rush 
Street,  Chicago,  Ill.,  in  time  to  reach  the 
office  before  midnight  of  May  81?  Remember 
Children’s  Day  for  Education  for  New  Or¬ 
leans  College,  and  the  Southwestern  in  every 
home.  Remember,  brothers,  the  race  is  not 
given  to  the  swift  nor  to  the  strong,  but  to 
him  that  endureth  to  the  end.  We  want  to 
be  able  to  give  each  minister  his  voucher  for 
the  full  quota  of  World  Service  Fund  at  the 
District  Conference,  July  27. — S.  S.  Earles, 
District  Superintendent. 

GAINESVILLE  DISTRICT 
Second  Round-r-Axchas!  and  Alachua,  May 
8;  Liberty  Hill  and  Arredendo,  16;  Cedar 
Key,  22;  Otter  Creek  and  Gulf  Hammock, 
29;  Newberry,  June  6;  Pinesville,  18;  Brooker, 
Newbell,  and  LaCross,  19,  20;  JonesviUe,  28- 
27,  including  the  Sunday  School  and  Epworth 
League  Convention;  Union  Bethel,  80;  Sand¬ 
hill,  Mt.  Brook,  and  Williston,  July  2-4;  Nebo, 
Benington,  and  Texan,  10;  Gainesville,  16- 
17;  East  Gainesville,  21;  Bennetts  Lake  and 
Hainesworth,  24;  Bell  and  Williford,  26. 

My  Dear  Pastors:  Allow  me  to  congratu¬ 
late  you  and  your  loyal  members  for  your 
wonderful  work  on  Easter.  You  have  proven 
to  our  dear  Bishop  Richardson  that  you  are 
men  called  of  God  to  preach  the  gospel.  You 
have  won  for  yourselves  a  name  that  wiU  be 
spoken  of  around  the  world.  Our  next  drive 
will  be  for  the  Bethune-Cookman  College. 
Let  us  put  on  the  table  at  Cedar  Key,  August 
26-28,  $1,000  for  our  school.  I  ask  you  to  please 
stand  by  Sisters  Celia  Green  and  Rosa  Davis 
in  the  work  of  home  and  foreign  missions. 
They  will  call  on  you  in  May  and  June  to 
show  your  love  for  these  two  great  causes. 
May  23  will  be  the  final  roll  call  for  World 
Service.  Let  every  pastor  on  the  district 
get  in  line  with  Debose,  Certian,  Lundey, 
Neal,  Tyer,  Clifton,  Brown,  and  Murry,  who 
are  standing  at  the  100  per  cent  mile  post. 
Don’t  forget  tq  bring  your  Episcopal  Fund 
to  the  District  Conference.  Let  us  not  for¬ 
get  to  call  and  see  our  fallen  comrade,  the 
Rev.  L.  C.  Foster,  and  carry  him  a  donation 
and  a  prayer.  Read  the  Southwestern,  and 
tell  others  about  IL— D.  S.  Selmore,  District 
Superintendent. 

KANSAS  CITY  DISTRICT 
First  Round — Armstrong,  May  7,  8;  Slater, 
14,  16;  Gilliam,  16;  Marshall,  21,  22;  L^ing- 
ton,  28,  29;  Centennial,  June  6-7;  St.  Joseph, 
11,  12;  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  14;  Malta  Bend,  16, 
17;  Glasgow  CL,  18,  19;  Wellington,  26,  26; 
Independence,  July  2,  8;  Blackburn,  9,  10; 
Clark  Chapel,  12;  St.  Mark,  14;  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  17,  18;  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  20;  Marshall¬ 
town,  Iowa,  24,  26;  Mason  City,  Iowa,  81; 
District  Conference,  St.  Mark,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  August  10-14. 

Brethren:  We  must  increase  our  World 
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Service  offerings;  send  monthiy  reports  to  the 
office;  all  other  claims  to  be  provided  for;  each 
official  a  subscriber  for  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate.  We  solicit  your  co-op¬ 
eration  in  the  entirety  in  all  departments  of 
church  work.  Faithfully  yours,  E.  W.  Han¬ 
nah. 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Third  Round^m.  Nebo,  May  14,  16;  Mt. 
Sinai,  21,  22;  Washington,  28,  29;  Bonita, 
June  8-6;  St.  James,  Monroe,  10-12;  St.  Paul, 
17-19;  Bastrop,  24-26;  Lake  Providence,  July 
1-3;  Jones  and  Fairbanks,  9,  10;  Wisner,  16, 
17;  Casper,  23,  24;  Rayville,  30,  81;  Ruston, 
August  6,  7. 

Dear  Brethren:  Our  World  Service  re¬ 
ports  thus  far  exceed  those  of  last  year.  The 
Easter  drive  was  on  in  all  churches.  .  Every 
pastor’s  slogan  was,  “A  Clean  Sweep  for 
World  Service.”  The  district  is  growing 
stronger,  both  spiritually  and  flnancially. 
The  amount  on  quota  raised  to  date  is  $989. 
I  take  this  method  of  thanking  each  pastor 
and  member  for  his  wonderful  aid  given  in 
this  worthy  cause.  I  am,  yours  for  service, 
C.  Spears,  Dist.  Supt. 

WAYCROSS  DISTRICT 

Third  Round — Liberty  Hill,  May  14,  16; 
Barnesville,  21,  22;  Forsyth,  28,  29;  Macon 
Station,  June  4,  6;  Waycross,  10-12;  Black- 
shear,  17-19;  Waycross  Ct.,  17-19;  Cordele, 
26,  26;  Folkston,  July  2,  3;  Eastman,  9,  10; 
Patterson,  16,  17;  Bainbridge,  28,  24;  Val¬ 
dosta,  29,  80. 


Brethren:  Accept  my  compliments  for  the 
splendid  work  done  last  quarter.  You  have 
the  program  before  you;  put  it  over,  and  all 
will  be  nappy  at  Blackshear.  World  Service 
to  the  office  monthly;  Southwestern  in  every 
home;  all  claims  looked  after;  especially  re¬ 
member  Clark  University.  Let  us  make  this 
a  revival  season,  and  help  each  other  to  fight 
against  the  powers  of  evil,  establishing  truth 
and  righteousness  within  our  borders.  Dis¬ 
trict  Conferences:  Lower  End,  Patterson, 
Ga.,  July  14;  North  End,  Forsyth,  Ga.,  Au¬ 
gust  18.  Bring  all  World  Service  claims  to 
the  District  Conference. — W.  H.  Odum,  Dist. 
Supt.  " 

Quarterly  Conferences 

ANGIE,  LA. 

Easter  World  Service  was  a  high  day.  On 
the  16th  the  second  Quarterly  Conference  was 
held  by  the  Rev.  M.  R.  Walker,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  who,  in  a  masterly  way,  dis¬ 
patched  the  business  of  the  Conference,  and 
was  paid  in  full.  On  Easter  morning  at 
3.30  the  Rev.  M.  R.  Walker  preached  the 
resurrection  sermon  at  the  church  in  Var- 
nado.  A  great  message  was  delivered  to  the 
delight  of  all,  and  a  large  amount  of  World 
Service  money  was  raised  at  this  service 
and  was  reported  at  the  11  A.  M.  service 
held  at  the  Wesley  Ray  Church  at  Angie, 
where  the  pastor.  Rev.  S.  C.  Williams, 
preached  the  resurrection  sermon  at  8.30 
P.  M.  to  a  very  appreciative  audience.  Rev. 


S.  C.  Williams  aiso  preached  at  the  11  o’clock 
hour  to  a  large  audience.  It  was  one  of  the 
best  sermons  ever  heard  at  the  old  Wesley 
Ray.  We  are  proud  of  our  pastor,  who  is 
a  noble  preacher  and  a  great  leader  in  this 
community.  After  the  message,  invitation  | 
was  extended  to  sinners;  five  accepted  prayer 
and  ten  souls  have  been  added  to  the  church 
during  the  Easter  campaim.  The  Rev.  Mc- 
Gruder,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  was  present 
with  us  also.  Bro.  Jefferson,  deacon  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  was  present  and  lifted  the 
offering,  and  more  than  $160  was  laid  on  the 
table  for  World  Service.  At  7.30  the  service 
was  opened  at  the  Live  Oak  Church;  devo¬ 
tion  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  S.  C.  Wil¬ 
liams.  The  membership  of  Live  Oak  was 
out  in  full  bloom.  The  Rev.  Peters  was  in¬ 
troduced  by  the  pastor  and  he  preached  a 
noble  sermon.  World  Service  collection  was 
taken  and  more  than  $60  was  laid  on  the 
table.  The  Live  Oak  members  are  happy 
and  are  ready  to  put  over  any  program  that 
the  pastor  gives  them.  The  building  funds 
are  being  raised  on  a  new  Live  Oak  Church. 
The  pastor.  Rev.  S.  C.  Williams,  wishes  to 
thank  Sister  Ida  Brown  and  a  number  of 
members  and  ftiends  for  the  sum  of  $6.60 
on  a  new  pair  of  shoes  for  Easter. — S.  L. 
Brown,  Reporter. 

GAINESVILLE,  FLA. 

The  Gainesville  District,  of  which  the  Rev. 
Dr.  D.  S.  Selmore  is  the  efficient  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  reported  on  April  18  the  sum  of 
$800  for  World  Service  and  $9  for  evangel¬ 
ism.  This  is  $300  above  that  reported  on 
last  Easter.  The  work  moves  on. — Reporter. 

LIBERTY,  TENN. 

Liberty  and  Alexandria  circuit  held  their 
third  Quarterly  Conference  April  16,  17,  the 
Rev.  F.  N.  Collier,  district  superintendent, 
presiding.  The  business  session  was  well  rep¬ 
resented  with  reports  of  the  churches.  The 
Rev.  A.  D.  Butler,  pastor  of  Cherry  Valley 
circuit,  was  present  and  made  a  splendid  talk 
on  Methodism  and  the  progress  of  the  race. 
Sunday,  April  17,  was  a  high  day.  Sunday 
school  was  held  at  9.80  A.  M.  At  the  11 
o’clock  service  the  Rev.  Brown,  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Murfreesboro, 
preached  on  “The  New  Birth.”  Sixty-four 
persons  partook  of  the  sacrament.  The 
Young  Jubilee  Singers  furnished  beautiful 
music.  At  8  P.  M.  the  Easter  program  was 
rendered.  There  were  visiting  friends  from 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Dowelltown,  also  Alexandria.  Several  white 
visitors  contributed  liberally  to  the  World 
Service  collection.  The  collection  on  Satur¬ 
day  and  Sunday  amounted  to  $90.08;  at  Alex¬ 
andria,  $61.96;  total  amount  raised,  $162.04. 
We  thank  the  many  friends  for  their  liberal 
contributions;  also  give  much  praise  to  the 
Rev.  J.  A.  W.  Moore,  our  pastor,  for  the 
way  he  conducts  his  service  for  the  members 
of  his  little  flock. — G.  W.  Groom,  Reporter. 

LINCOLN,  NEB. 

One  of  the  most  Important  features  of  our 
successful  second  Quarterly  Conference  in 
February  was  the  arrangements  made  for 
a  revival,  which  began  February  21.  Our 
district  superintendent.  Dr.  B.  R.  Booker, 
and  pastor,  the  Rev.  S.  H.  Johnson,  realizing 
the  need  of  a  real  revival  of  the  Christians 
of  our  church  and  community,  divided  the  en¬ 
tire  community  into  districts  for  house-to- 
house  prayer  meetings  for  ten  days  next  pre¬ 
ceding  the  revival  proper.  To  each  district 
was  assigned  one  or  more  leaders  for  the 
prayer  meetings  to  be  held  each  evening. 
These  meetings  were  well  attended  by  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  all  denominations  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  resulting  in  a  great  spiritual  awaken¬ 
ing.  The  preaching  service  began  the  first 
Sunday  in  March.  The  church  people  had  by 
this  time  done  so  much  cleaning  up  at  the 
fountain  that  they  were  ready  for  the  first 
sermon  by  Dr.  Booker,  from  the  text,  “In 
that  day  there  shall  be  opened  to  the  house 
of  David  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem  a  fountain  for  sin  and  for  uncleanness. 
The  speaker  met  his  hearers  again  at  8 
P.  M.  and  spoke  from  the  text,  “Have  faith 
in  God.”  The  subjects  for  each  service  dur- 
in-  the  ten  days  had  such  a  fitting  relation 
one  to  the  otner  that  the  people  plainly 
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showed  their  anxiety  to  hear  the  next  subject 
discussed.  Although  the  pastor  and  Dr.  J. 
H.  Ellis  each  preached  once  during  the  series, 
there  was  no  break  in  the  continuity  of 

f  thought  and  objective.  Measured  by  the 
usual  standards,  the  revival  was  a  success. 
The  people  were  revived,  the  financial  obliga¬ 
tions  were  met,  and  four  adult  accessions 
were  made  to  our  church,  besides  several 
small  children.  One  adult  joined  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as  a  direct  re¬ 
sult  of  the  revivrf  and  one  joined  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.— The  Rev.  S.  H.  Johnson,  Pas¬ 
tor;  G.  B.  Evans,  Reporter. 


MOSS  POINT,  MISS. 

St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  Our 
first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  April  9 
by  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Wilson,  our  beloved  district 
superintendent.  The  Conference  was  held 
Saturday  night,  with  good  results.  Before 
going  into  the  business  part  of  the  quarter 
he  gave  us  a  short  talk  which  was  very  inter¬ 
esting  and  enjoyed  by  all  who  were  present. 
The  district  superintendent  was  present  with 
us  in  the  Sunday  school  and  gave  some  help¬ 
ful  remarks  pertaining  to  the  lesson.  He 
preached  a  wonderful  sermon  at  11  A.  M. 
and  also  at  night.  We  are  aJways  glad  when 
it  is  time  for  our  district  superintendent  to 
come  to  us,  because  he  always  brings  good 
news  to  us,  something  uplifting.  Total  raised 
for  the  day,  $72.66.— Ariel  Hawkins,  Reporter. 

SHUBUTA,  MISS. 

four  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
April  7,  with  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Smith  in  the 
chair.  He  dispatched  the  business  with  much 
ease  and  dignity,  and  also  preached  to  the 
delight  of  all  who  heard  him.— W.  R.  Walker, 
Pastor. 

WAYNESBORO,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Waynesboro  circuit  was  held  at  Mt.  Leavy 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Smith,  district  superintendent,  presid¬ 
ing.  The  Conference  was  well  attended,  and 
each  class  leader  and  oflicer  made  excellent 
reports.  The  superintendent  preach^  a  soul¬ 
stirring  sermon.  His  wife,  Mrs.  B.  L.  Smith, 
was  also  with  him.  The  superintendent  was 
well  pleased  with  the  progress  made.  He 
was  paid  in  full,  $83.  We  raised  in  our  first 
Quarter^  Conference  $61.87.— The  Rev.  T.  A. 
Carter,  Pastor-Reporter. 

WEST  JACKSON,  MISS. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Mt.  Beulah  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
April  9,  10.  The  Rev.  J.  S.  WUliams,  district 
superintendent,  was  present  and  opened  the 
Conference  at  3  P.  M.  Bro.  Joe  Greer  was 
elected  secretary  and  called  the  roU.  Eight 
officers  were  present  with  good  reports.  The 
business  of  the  Conference  was  handled  with 
Jease,  and  the  superintendent  said  many  good 
■  Wngs  concerning  the  work  of  the  district. 
The  district  superintendent  preached  two 
soul-stirring  sermons.  The  Lord’s  Supper 
was  administered  to  twenty-five  persons,  in- 
duding  Baptists.  We  are  planning  to  repair 
Mt.  Beulah  In  the  near  future.  Paid  the  su- 
^'^ntendent  in  full,  $20.60.— R.  B.  Anderson, 

District  Conferences  and 
Conventions 

BATON  ROUGE 

The  Baton  Rouge  District  Convention  con¬ 
vened  in  annual  session  at  Wesley  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Tuesday,  April 
19,  1927.  District  Superintendent  B.  J.  Red- 
nut  presided.  The  Rev.  A.  W.  M.  Obee  con-  ' 
nucted  the  devotions.  Ninety  per  cent  of  the  , 
ministers  were  present  and  reported  their  i 

world  Service  collections.  Fifty  per  cent  of 
‘“«n>  paid  all  or  a  part  of  their  Area  Council  i 

''■o™  ^“nh  charge  ] 

lowed  an  increase  over  that  of  last  year  fSr  ] 

•  Similar  period  of  time.  The  full  amount  , 

year  was  i 

Mrnm  n  tu®  ^°“nt  paid  on  apportionment 

•W0.60  Increase  this  year  to  date  over  c 

Klfio  KA  ^  Conference  year  is  e 

•50;  $62.60  was  paid  on  Area  Council  ex-  I 


t  pense.  The  convention  was  graced  with  the 
presence  of  Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones,  resident 
,  bishop  of  the  New  Orleans  Area,  and  Dr.  I. 
f  Garland  Penn,  of  the  Board  of  Education  for 
e  Negroes.  Bishop  Jones,  after  paying  a  glow¬ 
ing  tribute  to  District  Superintendent  Red- 

-  dix  for  his  excellent  leadership,  spoke  en¬ 
couragingly  to  the  ministers,  praising  them 

1  for  the  splendid  work  they  had  accomplished. 
Bishop  Jones  said  in  part:  “Brethren,  I  know 
that  the  work  shown  by  your  reports  here 
to-day  was  not  accomplished  by  sitting  idly 

-  by ;  but  it  required  going  through  water, 
mud,  and  sweating  bloody  sweat,  so  to  speak. 
I  deeply  sympathirc  with  you,  and  thank  each 
of  you  out  of  a  heart  overfiowing  with  love.” 

r  Dr.  Penn  spoke  commendingly  of  the  work 
9  done  by  the  pastors;  he  expressed  himself 
t  highly  pleased  with  every  phase  of  the  work 
j  of  the  district.  He  spoke  informingly  of  the 
e  apportionment  for  New  Orleans  College  and 
r  its  relation  to  World  Service.  Many  thanks 
.  were  tendered  the  pastor  and  members  of 
Wesley  for  the  fine  way  they  entertained 
li  the  convention. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  the  min- 
e  isters  and  laymen  of  the  district  presented 
.  Bishop  Jones  a  beautiful  cut-glass  water 
1  pitcher  as  a  token  of  their  appreciation, 
J  love,  and  loyalty  to  him  as  bishop.  Miss 
1  Helen  Evans,  a  hlgh-school  senior,  in  very 
1  choice  words  delivered  the  presentation 
speech.  Mrs.  J.  A.  Williams  presented  the 
bishop  a  beautiful  basket  of  Easter  lilies. 
The  bishop  expressed  his  appreciation  to  the 
I  donors,  thanking  them  again  and  again,  not 
.  forgetting  to  pay  a  high  tribute  to  Miss 
,  Evans  for  her  fine  speech. — The  Rev.  B.  J. 

.  Reddix,  District  Superintendent;  J.  A.  Wil- 
j  liams,  Secretary. 

GAINESVILLE  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

The  Gainesville  District  World  Service 

-  Council  met  Monday,  April  18,  at  Mt.  Pleas¬ 
ant  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Gainesville, 
Fla.  The  meeting  was  opened  with  singing 

1  and  prayer.  The  superintendent  read  the 
Scripture  lesson  from  2  Tim.  4.  Prayers  were 
oflTered  by  the  Revs.  W.  P.  Player,  B.  B.  Hall, 
and  W.  M.  Murry.  Dr.  S.  B.  Wilson  was 
elected  secretary  and  the  Revs.  A.  Miles  and 
W.  P.  Player  receivers.  The  Rev.  H.  M. 
Trapp  was  appointed  receiver  of  all  monies 
except  for  World  Service.  The  roll  was  called 
and  the  pastors  made  their  reports  to  the 
amount  of  $810  for  World  Service,  and  $8 
for  rebirth  of  Methodism.  Those  who  made 
100  per  cent  were:  the  Revs.  G.  W.  Debose, 
S.  L.  Brown,  Robt.  Neal,  C.  B.  Lundey,  R. 
S.  Tyer,  C.  A.  Clifton,  W.  M.  Murry,  and 
J.  C.  Certain.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held 
at  Mt.  Pleasant,  May  23,  at  which  time  all 
the  pastors  will  be  in  the  first  magnitude. 
Dr.  Selmore  is  a  leader  of  men.  We  mean 
to  put  the  Gainesville  District  in  the  front 
rank  of  the  Atlanta  Area.  We  want  our 
bishop  to  see  that  he  made  no  mistake 
when  Dr.  Selmore  was  put  at  the  head  of 
the  district.  Our  next  move  will  be  to  raise 
our  quota  for  Bethune-Cookman  College. 
Some  of  us  are  ready  now.  We  love  the  old 
church  and  mean  to  stand  by  every  cause 
handed  down  to  us  by  the  great  heads. — S.  L. 
Brown,  Reporter. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  AND  EPWORTH 
LEAGUE  CONVENTION 
La  Orange  Dietriet 

The  Sunday  School  and  Epworth  League 
Convention  of  the  La  Grange  District,  Sa¬ 
vannah  Conference,  convened  at  Rust  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  April  7-10,  1927,  at 
Greenville,  Ga.  Thursday  at  8  P.  M.  a  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Smith. 
This  was  a  spiritual  feast  There  were  wel¬ 
come  addresses  from  the  following:  From 
the  city,  by  the  Rev.  Scott  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South;  from  the  Baptist 
Church,  by  Mrs.  Marie  Hammond;  from  Rust 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  by  Miss  Ada 
Lovejoy;  response  by  the  Rev.  F.  R.  Bridges, 
of  the  Zebulon  charge.  These  were  enjbyed 
by  all  present. 

Friday  at  8  A.  M.  the  convention  was  or¬ 
ganised  with  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Maddox  in  the 
chair.  Miss  Hattie  Mas  Dawson  was  elected  i 
secretary,  with  Miss  Willie  Lee  Godwin  and 
Master  Nathaniel  Harrison,  assistants.  Mrs. 


‘  ‘The  Amen  Corner’  ’ 

Rent  for  Corner**  paid  by  Boord  of  PendoBf 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  May  1,  19X8.  The  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  opened  to-day  and  the  Min-' 
isters’  Reserve  Pension  Fund  awaits  formal 
approval.  The  thousands  of  Methodist 
preachers  and  laymen  who  co-operated  in  the 
development  of  an  adequate,  safe,  sane,  and 
common  sense  pension  system  have  done  their 
I  part.  The  professional  advisers — most 
tinguished  actuaries — declare  that  the  new 
Fund  is  based  on  the  latest  pension  science, 
and  that  its  resources  equal  its  liabilities,  and 
have  given  to  it  their  unreserved  professional 
approval. 

On  this  first  day  of  the  General  Conference 
we  declare  that  we  have  done  the  best  we 
could.  But,  in  all  good  conscience,  we  de¬ 
clare  that  the  Methodist  laymen  and  preach¬ 
ers  have  done  more  than  we.  For  they 
pointed  out  the  way  when  we  halted  before 
three  apparently  immovable  obstacles,  vis.: 
How  carry  on  during  the  period  while  bott 
plans  will  be  In  operation.  How  provide  a 
larger  pension  for  ministers,  whose  salaries 
have  been  small.  How  change  from  an  en¬ 
dowment  to  a  reserve  plan,  utilising  both 
present  and  future  resources. 

Ministers  solved  for  us  the  first  problem; 
the  actuaries  solved  the  second;  and  business 
laymen  solved  the  third.  These  three  immov¬ 
able  obstacles  met  the  irresistible  force  of 
common  sense  and  scientific  pension  laws  and 
were  dynamited  out  of  the  way.  Hence,  we 
begin  the  first  day’s  session  in  the  mood  of 
Isaiah: 

“A  highway  shall  be  there.  Wayfaring  men, 
though  fools,  shall  not  err  therein.  'The  ran¬ 
somed  of  the  Lord  shall  return  with  joy  and 
gladness.  Strengthen  ye  the  weak  hands,  and 
confirm  the  feeble  knees.  Be  strong!  Fear  not !” 

It  would  sound  modest  and  pious  if  we  said, 
“We  might  have  done  better.’’  But  it  would 
not  be  true,  for  we  have  dono  the  best  we 
could — ^believing  the  best  to  be  none  too  good 
for  our  SOifiOO  Methodist  preachers  and  their 
20,000  wives,  widows,  and  children  for  whom 
the  new  Ministers’  Reserve  Pension  Fund 
has  been  set  up: 

A  Plan  which  conserves  to  the  last  penny 
the  ministers’  pension  annuity  savings. 

A  Plan  by  which  the  Church  provides  sure 
and  substantial  old  age  pensions. 

A  Plan  which  furnishes  financial  protection 
against  disability. 

A  Plan  which  pays  a  death  benefit  to  the 
minister’s  family. 

A  Plan  which  deals  liberally  with  the  young 
widows  whose  husbands  died  early,  and  for 
the  orphan  children. 

A  Plan  so  flexible  in  its  relation  to  salaries 
as  to  adapt  itself  automatically  to  possible 
changes  in  the  Church’s  salary  policy. 

A  Plan  with  no  preferred  list;  in  which 
every  minister  bears  his  own  burden,  and  all 
churches  help  to  bear  the  total  pension  burden 
and  to  increase  materially  the  pensions  of 
those  who  served  in  hard  places  on  poor 
salaries. 

A  Plan  so  adjusted  to  the  present  retire¬ 
ment  system  as  to  make  it  possible  to  bring, 
immediately  or  gradually,  as  Conference 
finances  may  permit,  the  entire  ministry  under 
the  munificent  operations  of  the  new  Fund. 

A  Plan  which  shatters  the  iron  bands  which 
bind  the  retired  ministers  into  seg^regated 
Annual  Conference  grotips  and  brings  them 
into  one  connectional  or  denominational  Fund. 
What  will  the  General  Conference  do? 

CArwfian  Advocats 
prophet  of  the  new  way: 

“Its  adoption  will  substitute  system,  equity, 
and  stability  for  the  precarious,  faulty,  and 
inefScient  plan  under  which  the  Church  has 
operated  since  1908.  If  only  one  thing  is 
accomplished  by  the  coming  General  Confer- 
ence  the  adoption  of  a  Plan  along  the  lines 
proposed- the  General  Conference  of  1928 
will  have  made  itself  historic,  and  one  of 
the  most  serious  obstacles  to  the  recruiting 
of  our  ministerial  ranks  will  have  been  for¬ 
ever  removed.” 

Without  exception  our  Editors— the  20th 
Century  Prophets— stand  back  of  the  new 
Plan  of  the  Ministers’  Reserve  Pension  Fund. 

Joseph  B.  Hihoblet,  Cor.  Bee. 
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Carrie  Newson  was  elected  treasurer,  and  the  Georgia  V.  Jenkins  at  the  home  of  her  father. 
Rev.  P.  E.  Smith,  reporter  to  the  Southwest-  Mr.  Thos.  Jenkins,  the  Rev.  M.  McCrosky, 
ern  Christian  Advocate.  The  reports  from  pastor  in  charge  at  Conway,  Ark,  officiating, 
the  superintendent  showed  a  marked  advance  The  Rev.  Bryan  is  district  superintendent  of 
along  all  lines  of  Sunday-school  and  Learae  Fort  Smith  District,  tmd  Mrs.  B^an,  while| 
work  over  the  district.  All  of  the  Sunday  being  a  teacher  in  her  home  town.  Clow,  Ark., 
schools  were  represented  and  their  reports  is  also  district  secretary  of  the  Sunday  School 
rendered.  These  reports  showed  that  the  dis-  and  Epworth  League  Convention  of  Texar- 
trict  is  bringing  things  to  pass,  both  in  spir-  kana  District,  having  served  in  that  capacity 
itual  and  flnancial  uplift  over  the  distrirt.  since  1918;  district  corresponding  secretary 
The  following  ministers  preached  during  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society, 
the  convention:  Revs.  A.  L.  Smith,  C.  W.  Conference  secretary  of  Young  People’s  De- 
Prothro,  A.  H.  Jemerson,  W.  C.  King,  and  P.  partment  in  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
E.  Smith.  All  of  these  sermons  were  master-  Society,  president  of  local  auxiliary  of  The 
pieces.  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  Sun- 

The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  day-school  teacher.  They  will  be  at  home 
had  a  fine  session  Saturday  afternoon,  with  after  May  1,  1927,  at  Conway,  Ark. — Re- 
Mrs.  M.  V.  Smith  presiding.  The  district  porter. 

arranged  their  plans  to  go  to  the  June  con-  .  ...  . 

vention  with  good  reports  at  Zebulon,  Ga,  PETERSON  ^CLAI^.  M  the  beautiful 
Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Clark,  Tuesday  evening, 

Pinkney  and  his  good  people  for  their  en-  March  29,  1927,  tte  marriage  of  her  ^ugh- 
tertainment  of  the  convention.  We  pray  that  1®*"'  Au^sta  Nathaniel,  to  Mr.  Henry  Peter- 
they  may  invite  the  convention  again.  We  Detroit,  Mich.,  was  solemnized.  The 

closed  to  meet  at  Columbus,  Ga.,  in  April,  house  was  beautifully  decorated  for  the  oc- 
1928.— P.  E.  Smith,  Reporter.  casion.  Miss  Lucille  Foster  played  the  wed- 


Question — “How  may  there  arise 
in  the  ‘  church  of  tomorrow’ 
*A  MiMionary«mmded  Gener' 
adon*  spiritually  and  mentally 
equipped  to  solve  the  important 
problem  of  world  brotherhood?” 

Atmver — “By  building  such  a 
mind  into  the  generation  of  child¬ 
hood  in  the  church  of  today.” 


WORLD 

NEIQHBORS 


provides  the  needful  material  with 
which  to  do  this  building.  It 
is  a  monthly  magazine  of  plans, 
methods,  programs,  stories,  facts, 
and  other  materials  planned  ex¬ 
pressly  for  the  Church  School 
teacher  and  worker. 

Its  price  is  but  50c.  a  year. 

Ask  for  sample  copies  and  intro¬ 
ductory  terms.  Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

(PoMiuled  1789) 

CINCINNATI  NEW  TORE 
CUeifa  BmIm  Dairwl  PitUbvfh 
Kuua  Cily  Su  FraacUca  Partlaod,  On. 
Order  from  th«  neareec  addrest 


WORLD  SERVICE  CONVENTION  W'orge  prown  omciaieu.  ine 

bridesmaids  were  Miss  Bertha  Clark,  Miss 
Held  with  the  Warren  Methodist  Epitcopal  Ann  Clark,  sisters  of  the  bride;  Miss  Helen 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  La.  Webb,  and  Mrs.  Louise  Whitman,  cousins  of 

April  21,  1927,  was  a  high  day  on  the  Lake  bride,  who  wore  satin  frocks^  with  hats 
Charles  District.  Warren  Church  was  the  1®  match.  The  bride  was  gowned  in  a  trara- 
center  of  attraction,  where  each  pastor  of  ’**8  spring  suit,  in  shades  of  blue  with  touches 
the  district  made  his  report.  The  Rev.  Dr.  of  fu*'  match.  She  carried  a 

J.  E.  Rolax  and  his  good  people  were  the  shower  bouquet  of  brides  roses.  Imme- 
proud,  progressive,  and  aggressive  host.  All  diately  following  the  ceremony  the  couple 
were  elated  over  the  fact  that  Bishop  R.  E.  left  for  Detroit,  Mich.  The  bride  is  a  young 
Jones  was  with  us  on  business  pertaining  to  woman  of  culture  and  charm.  She  was  edu- 
Warren  Church.  The  bishop  took  part  in  cated  in  Lincoln  Normal  School,  Marion,  Ala. 
the  meeting  and  was  very  high  in  his  praises  Mr.  Peterson  received  his  education  from 
to  each  pastor  and  the  district  superintend-  Lincoln  Normal  and  Tuskegee  Institute, 
ent  for  the  way  they  performed  their  work  They  have  the  good  wishes  of  all  their  friends, 
on  the  district.  —Miss  Velma  Young,  Reporter. 

The  old  Lake  Charles  District  is  on  the 
upper  grade,  and  has  taken  her  place  along-  Wnmon’c  rVlInmn 

side  of  the  other  leading  districts  of  the  UIHali  a  VyfJlUlllll 

Conference  under  the  wise  and  brotherly  Dear  Sisters  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis- 
leadership  of  our  beloved  district  superin-  sionary  Society  of  the  Lincoln  Annual  Con- 
tendent,  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton,  who  is  ference;  The  annual  convention  of  The  Worn- 
bringing  things  to  pass.  We  are  proud  of  a^’s  Home  Missionary  Society  will  convene 
him.  We  were  also  graced  with  the  presence  Parsons,  Kans.,  June  1,  1927.  Please  no- 
of  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  tjfy  Mrs.  Mary  Jackson,  1214  East  Grand 
for  Negroes  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  street.  Parsons,  Kans.,  of  the  number  of  dele- 
Church  in  the  person  of  Dr.  I.  Garland  Penn,  gates  and  the  time  of  their  arrival.  We  are 
He  spoke  in  the  interest  of  education  for  expecting  a  full  delegation.  Yours  in  His 
Negroes,  and  stressed  the  importance  and  ne-  name,  Mrs.  L.  Culverhouse,  President;  Mrs. 
cessity  of  each  pastor  and  people  raising  m.  L.  Williams,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
their  full  apportionment  for  the  endowment 

of  the  New  Orleans  University  in  the  Con-  San  Marcos,  Texas — Notice  to  the  women 
ference  educational  campaign.  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  the  Austin 

Bishop  Jones  asked  that  each  church  on  District:  We  are  asked  to  send  to  our  dis- 
the  district  observe  Children’s  Day  as  Edu-  trict  treasurer,  Mrs.  Ella  Robinson,  2200 
cational  Day  for  New  Orleans  University.  Washington  Avenue,  Austin,  Texas,  $1  for 
The  Rev.  Dr.  W.  S.  Chinn,  of  New  Or-  district  expenses.  Please  send  this  in  before 
leans,  and  Dr.  Wolfolk,  of  Beaumont,  Texas,  the  fifth  Sunday  in  May,  the  29th.  Don’t 
were  also  with  us.  Dr.  Chinn  is  acting  secre-  forget  our  District  Conference,  as  we  are 
tary  to  the  bishop  on  his  tour.  Bishop  Jones,  planning  for  a  bazaar,  and  be  there  with  your 
Drs.  Chinn,  Wolfolk,  and  Penn  motored  to  art  work,  June  26  to  July  1. — Mrs.  L.  E. 
Beaumont  in  the  afternoon.  The  bishop  was  Grant,  District  President  Ladies’  Aid,  San 
on  a  tour  through  Louisiana  and  Texas.  He  Marcos,  Texas. 

\vas  well  pleased  with  the  work.  The  World 

Service  rally  was  good.  Six  of  the  pastors  Hattiesburg,  Miss. — To  the  District  Secre- 
went  over  the  top  and  two  went  over  the  top  taries  of  the  Junior  Department  of  the  Wo- 
and  higher.  The  amount  of  $1,839  was  paid  man’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  Mississippi 
in  at  this  meeting.  District  Superintendent  Conference:  We  hope  you  have  been  busy  this 
Hampton  was  all  smiles  over  the  results,  year  seeing  that  the  juniors  are  organized  in 
The  place  for  the  next  Preachers’  Meeting  each  church.  Also  hope  you  are  pushing  the 
will  be  at  New  Iberia,  La.,  May  18,  1927.  Balto  contest.  Use  the  mite  boxes  free^? 

At  the  night  service  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  M.  don’t  fail  to  send  the  name  of  the  child  that 
Caldwell  preached  an  able  sermon,  which  was  raises  the  largest  amount  in  their  mite  box. 
both  logical  and  spiritual.  Text,  Eph.  6.  11.  Their  names  are  to  be  sent  to  the  national 
The  collection  was  good.  secretary.  Don’t  fail  to  come  to  the  annuW 

Great  praise  and  appreciation  is  given  the  meeting  in  Laurel  in  June;  also  urge  eacn 
ladies  who  made  possible  the  palatable  and  local  leader  to  be  present;  get  all  of  your 
delicious  edibles.  They  are  as  follows:  Mes-  membership  dues  in  before  the  annual  meet- 
dames  Mary  Ganor,  Mason  Callery,  L.  Cham-  ing.  Let  us  work  and  pray  that  this  will  M 
pion,  M.  E.  Benard,  Annie  Baskin,  Estella  the  banner  year  with  the  children.— Mrs.  E. 
Callra,  and  Lilliam  Nesby.  Sweet  music  was  L.  Smith,  Conference  Secretary  of  Junior 
rendered  by  the  choir,  and  the  Rev.  Rolax  Work. 

and  his  members  are  to  be  commended  for  Waycross,  Go.— To  the  Officers,  District 
their  royal  reception  f^ven,  having  only  a  few  Presidents,  and  Departmental  Secretaries  of 
day^^  notiw.  We  shall^go  b&ck  in  July.  H,  Savannah  Conference,  Woman’s  Honrf 

Missionary  Society:  Our  annual  conventlojj 
which  will  be  held  at  Forsyth,  Ga.,  June  2-o» 
is  only  a  few  weeks  distant.  We  look  for- 
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Communion  Service  Outfits 

Indivldiul,  Uw  piuwt  day 
method— daaaly  and  witaiy. 
A  more  impremivo  earefee. 
Beautiful  aeU  at  reaaoaabic 
prieea.  Write  for  eatalof. 

DoMouHn  Brea,  dk  Ce.,  Dtal.  42;  Qmmite,  II 


CHURCH  FURNITURE 

_  Svsrjdmtfor  Cherdi  end  Saadey  Seteal  » 

^  ass,  naaiPeOarylaYoa.  Piaseelidesfitt. 
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Marriag:es 


BRYAN— JENKINS, 
Rev.  J.  L.  Bryan  1 
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Let  us  make  every  day  which  remains  count. 
Use  your  best  efforts  to  bring  up  deficiencies 
in  order  that  our  Conference  will  come  up  to 
^|e  100  per  cent  standard.  We  did  well  last 
^^ar.  We  must  not  fall  short  this  year. 
^iJet  every  department  do  its  full  share  in 
reaching  the  desired  goal.  Yorrs  in  His 
name,  Mrs.  Lilia  L.  Odum,  Conference  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Oreenville,  Oa. — The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  met  in  connection  with  the 
Sunday  School  and  Epworth  League  Con¬ 
vention,  April  8-10.  The  meeting  was  called 
to  order  by  Sister  P.  E.  Smithy  secretary  of 
evangelism,  with  Mrs.  Louise  Warner,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  local  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society,  as  secretary.  After  several  fervent 
prayers,  Mesdames  Smith  and  Prothro  gave 
impressive  talks  of  instruction  and  informa¬ 
tion  which  will  be  remembered  by  the  dele¬ 
gates  and  members  present.  Mesdames  C.  W. 
Prothro,  P.  E.  Smith,  and  A.  L.  Smith  are 
arousing  the  missionary  spirit  of  the  La 
Grange  District,  and  our  task  is  before  us. 
Let  us  do  our  best  to  report  100  per  cent  in 
June.  If  our  efforts  are  true,  prayerfully 
and  carefully  planned,  we  cannot  fail.  Dis¬ 
trict  officers;  Mrs.  Leila  Turner,  president; 
Mrs.  Ada  Lovjoy,  secretary;  Mrs.  Harriet 
Baldwin,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Fannie  King,  first 
vice-president;  Mrs.  L.  C.  Maddux,  recording 
secretary. 

Beaumont,  Texas — To  The  Woman’s  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Societies  of  the  Beaumont 
district;  Dear  Sisters — Our  quota  for  the 
•strict  this  year  is  $65.  It  has  been  appor- 
•oned  as  follows:  Silsbee,  Pain  Chapel,  Voth, 
San  Augustine,  $1  each;  Trinity,  Dodge, 
Hemphill,  Liberty,  and  Onalaska,  $1.50  each; 
Jasper,  Montgomery,  Willis,  and  Huntsville, 
$2  each;  Conroe,  Corrigan,  and  Camilla,  $3 
each;  St  Paul,  Port  Arthur,  McCabe,  Beau¬ 
mont,  and  Salem,  Orange,  $6  each;  Liv¬ 
ingston  and  St.  James,  Beaumont,  $7  each. 

I  am  sure  that  each  of  you  have  received  a 
personal  notice  ere  this.  Now  let  us  get  busy 
and  raise  this  small  amount  and  send  it  at 
once  to  the  Conference  treasurer,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Jackson,  2221  Davis  Street,  Houston,  Texas, 
and  receive  voucher  for  the  same.  Bring  or 
send  voucher  to  the  District  Conference. 
Where  there  is  no  auxiliary,  we  are  asking 
each  pastor  to  register  his  charge  with  $1.60. 
Now,  sisters,  let’s  be  faithful  stewards,  using 
w^isely  the  talents  given  us,  and  God  will  bless 
the  work  through  our  efforts.  Yours  for 
service,  Mrs.  Cora  J.  B.  Hockless,  District 
President,  207  Stanton  Street,  Beaumont, 
Texas. 

Eutaw,  Ala. — The  Tucaloosa  District  Wo¬ 
man  s  Home  Missionary  Society  held  its  first 
jprmg  meeting  at  the  St.  Paul  Methodist 

f Episcopal  Church,  April  7  and  8,  1927.  The 
St  day,  the  president  being  absent,  was 
fen  over  to  talks  and  suggestions.  At  8 
M.  a  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev. 

0^.  W.  Brown,  pastor  at  Marion,  Ala.  On 
he  second  day,  at  10  A.  M.,  after  devotion, 
the  president  took  the  chair,  and  all  business 
was  brought  forward.  Minutes  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  e.xecutive  board  were  read  and  adopted 
hy  the  district;  roll  call  by  charges;  $26.75 
was  collected  for  all  causes  that  were  rep¬ 
resented.  By  a  majority  vote,  the  treasurer 
was  asked  to  send  to  the  national  treasurer  a 
theck  for  the  following  monies:  Ways  and 
means  Committee,  $10;  membership  dues, 

^5  thank  offering,  $3;  total, 
*“<•1116  afternoon  sermon  was  preached  by 
tw  Rev.  E.  Green,  pastor  of  Akron  Circuit, 
Her  which  we  adjourned  for  dinner.  The 
•reernoon  was  spent  in  the  reading  of  the 
mws  and  methods  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
missionary  Society.  Several  other  papers 
wire  read,  and  many  helpful  things  brought 
m  a**'*  discussed.  A  musical  program  was 
rendered  in  the  evening,  presented  by  the 
Wen  Esther  girls  of  Tuscaloosa  Circle.  The 
Williams  preached  at  8.30  P.  M. 
Missions.”  Vocal  solo  was  rendered  by 
“tsou  Vaughn;  an  instrumental  solo 
/Kj,  j'®®  Emily  Murphy.  Others  rendered 
WH  their  parts  on  the  program.  The  Queen 
^tner  girls  from  the  Tuscaloosa  Circle  and 
^  .“‘••ictor,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Williams,  deserve 
for  this  splendid  program.  We 
|.  t  to  thank  the  district  superintendent  for 
presence,  and  our  Conference  president. 


Mrs.  Kate  Williams,  for  her  visit  and  talks. 
Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  the  pastor 
and  bis  loyal  people  for  their  hospitality.  We 
hope  the  district  will  have  come  up  with  all 
claims  by  The  Womans’  Home  Missionary 
Society  Conference,  June  17  and  18.— Mrs. 
R.  L.  Williams,  District  Reporter. 

Special  Notices 

Fort  Smith,  Ark. — Dear  Brethren:  You 
remember  that  Bishop  Clair  appointed  me 
Conference  evangelist,  and  I  am  very  anxious 
to  be  of  as  much  help  to  all  of  the  pastors 
as  possible.  Please  write  me.  Yours  for  the 
work,  W.  H.  Simpson,  1819  North  9th  Street, 
Port  Smith,  Ark. 


The  public  wUl  please  note  that  my  ad¬ 
dress  is  now  614  West  Church  Street,  Lake- 
land,  Fla. — John  W.  Wesley,  District  Super¬ 
intendent  Atlantic  District,  and  Treasurer  of 
the  South  Florida  Annual  Conference. 


Inquiry 


I  wish  to  locate  my  uncle,  who,  when  last 
heard  of,  was  in  Lumberton,  Miss.,  Green- 
pond  Station,  eleven  miles  from  the  county 
seat,  Purvis,  Miss.,  in  1923.  His  father’s 
name  was  Tellie  Harris;  mother,  Dilsie 
Harris.  My  mother’s  name  was  Mittie 
Harris,  who  married  Allen  Moore.  Any  in¬ 
formation  will  be  greatly  appreciated. — Lil¬ 
lian  Moore,  Waynesboro,  Miss. 


Tuskegee  Institute  Summer  Quarter 

TEN  WEEKS:  JUNE  6  TO  AUGUST  13 
First  Term:  June  6  to  July  9.  Second  Term:  July  11  to  August  13. 

days  in  the  week  Twlve  weeks’  work  in  ten  weeks.  Credit  granted 
toward  High  School  and  Junior  College  Diplomas  in  Teacher  Training.  ^ 

fee.  »3.50  for  one  term;  or  $6.00  for 

both  terms,  payable  m  advance.  Write  for  Catalog. 

R.  R.  MOTON,  Principal  E,  C.  ROBERTS.  DIrwtor 
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HCAUNO'*  SOOTHING -COOLINO 
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F.  A.  DICKS 


433  Bourbon  St. 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Again  You  Forgot 


We  watched  the  mails  last  week  for  your  Renewal. 
Read  above  your  name  and  observe  your  date  of  ex¬ 
piration. 

Stop!  Look  Now! 

Get  Money  Order  for  $1.50.  Fill  out  the  blank 
below  and  mail  tb-day. 


Southwestern  Christian  Advocate 

631  Baronne  Stiwet  -  -  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Name 


Box  or  Street . 


City  and  State 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


norance 


Not  By  a  Public  Prayer 
But  By  a  Private  Act 


overt 


CHRISTIANITY  is  not  a  jumble  of  pious  hozannas !  All 
that  is  static  when  you  are  broadcasting  Christ.  Chris¬ 
tianity  finds  the  loving  thing  to  do,  not  just  where  you 
are  but  aU  over  the  globe,  and  it  does  it.  Action!  Not  words! 

The  world  rolls  on  in  ignorance,  poverty,  hunger,  disease, 
superstition.  Methodism’s  far-flung  forces  stand  ready  to  throw 
the  drowning  world  its  life-preserver ;  they  stand  ready  to  jump 
in  and  save  it. 

These  ambassadors  of  Christ  have  sacrificed  everything  to 
serve.  They  wait  for  your  help.  Here  is  your  chance.  You 
don’t  have  to  roam  among  savage  tribes  thousands  of  miles  from 
home!  You  don’t  have  to  dip  in  the  dregs  of  life !  You  don’t 
have  to  quiver  in  disease-stricken  areas !  You  don’t  have  to  be 
away  from  your  business  or  leave  your  own  fireside!  They  will 
do  those  things  for  you. 

Your  part  is  to  contribute  generously  to  the  World  Service 
Roll  Call.  It  is  money  invested  in  priceless  security  paying 
'  eternal  dividends  to  you  and  the  world. 

Be  a  Christian. 


sease 


World  Service  includes : 

Home  MiMiofu 
FoRign  Mimiona 
Chriatian  Education 
Direction  of  Hoapitala  and 
Homea  and  Deaconeaa  Work 
Penaiona  and  Relief  Superviaion 
Temperance  and  Prohibition 
Bible  Diattibution 


The  only  way  to 
Hnuh  the  fur¬ 
row  is  to  keep 
plowing  on. 
Millions  are 
waiting  while 
Christ  waits  for 
you. 


SOUTHWESTERN 


TIAN 

CATE 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO,  AND  NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA,  MAY  12,  1927 


To  A/Lelody 

BY  G E O R G E  L E O N A R D  ALLEN 

I  think  that  man  hath  made  no  beauteous  thing 
M.ore  lovely  than  a  glorious  melody 
That  soars  aloft  in  splendor j  full  and  free 
And  graceful  as  a  swallow  on  the  wing! 

A  melody  that  seems  to  move  and  sing 
And  cjuivetj  in  its  radiant  ecstasy j 
That  bends  and  rises  like  a  slender  tree 
Which  sways  before  the  gentle  winds  of  Spring! 


Ahj  men  will  ever  love  thee^  holy  art! 

Tor  thoUj  of  all  the  blessings  God  hath  given. 
Canst  best  revive  and  cheer  the  wounded  heart 
And  nearest  bring  the  weary  soul  to  heaven! 
Of  all  God's  precious  gifts,  if  seems  to  me, 

The  choicest  is  the  gift  of  M.elody ! 
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Personal  and  General 

—Dean  Hayes,  of  New  Orleans  College,  was 
the  preacher  of  the  baccalaureate  sermon  for 
the  Washington  Parish  Training  School  at 
Frankllnton,  La.,  on  April  24.  Prof.  Dysen 
is  the  principal,  and  the  Rev.  Bridges  is 
pastor  of  our  church  there.  Dean  Hayes 
has  been  asked  to  preach  the  commencement 
sermon  for  the  training  school  at  Franklin, 
May  22,  and  to  give  the  commencement  ad¬ 
dress  for  Bilmd  High  School,  Biloxi,  Miss., 
June  6,  and  McDonogh  No.  24,  New  Orleans, 
La.,  June  10. 

District  Conferences  and 
Conventions 

OPELIKA  DISTRICT  GROUP  MEETING 

The  World  Service  group  meeting  of  the 
Ctaelika  District  met  in  Haven  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  10  A.  M.,  Wednes¬ 
day,  April  26,  1927,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Chuman 
presiding,  and  J.  W.  Martin,  secretary. 

District  Superintendent  J.  C.  Chuman 
opened  the  meeting  by  an  appropriate  ex¬ 
hortation  to  the  ministers  and  delegates  to 
be  suicerely  devoted  to  Christ  and  loyal  to 
the  church.  His  remarks  were  pertinent  and 
effectual.  The  district  superintendent  called 
for  the  collection  of  World  Service,  to  be 
reported  by  charges.  There  are  twenty-four 
charges  constituting  the  Opelika  District, 
twenty  of  which  reported  $1,700  in  cash,  an 
approximate  amount  reported  last  year  at 
the  Annual  Conference.  Of  course  this  ad¬ 
vance,  very  largely  in  the  rural  district  where 
money  is  scarce  this  time  of  year,  on  the 
part  of  the  representatives  reporting,  was 
the  cause  of  much  jubilation. 

Ministers  and  delegates  discussed  earnestly 
the  possibility  and  probability  of  rebuilding 
Central  Alabama  College,  and 
they  expressed  themselves  as  being  willing 
to  go  to  the  task.  On  motion  of  the  Rev. 
J.  R.  Houser,  it  was  voted  that  the  min¬ 
isters  of  the  Opelika  District  act  as  a  unit 
in  the  interest  of  rebuilding  the  only  school 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  had  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  to  accommodate  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  more  than  15,000  loyal  members, 
leading  in  contributions  to  the  World  Serv¬ 
ice.  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  meeting  of  the  Opelika  District  will 
convene  at  Lafayette,  Ala.,  May  26,  27,  1927. 
The  women  of  the  district  will  be  given  a 
warm  reception.  Come ! 

SvL  the  group  meeting  a  suc¬ 

cess.  The  meeting  closed  Wednesday  night 
with  a  sermon  by  the  secretary. — J.  W. 
Martin,  Secretary. 

ORANGEBURG  DISTRICT  GROUP 
MEETING 

Orangeburg  District,  South  Carolina  Con¬ 
ference,  held  its  second  group  meeting  in 
Wilson  Chapel  Church,  Branchville,  S.  C., 
Thursday,  April  21,  1927,  Dr.  J.  B.  Taylor, 
district  superintendent;  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Cun¬ 
ningham,  pastor.  The  meeting  was  inspiring 
to  all  who  attended  it.  The  Orangeburg 
District  seems  to  be  characterized  by 
brotherly  love  and  Christian  affection,  judg¬ 
ing  from  the  brethren’s  reports  and  depart¬ 
ments.  The  devotions  were  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  S.  J.  Cooper.  Dr.  Taylor  stated  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  meeting  and  introduced  Dr.  Dun- 
ton,  who  made  a  most  powerful  speech  in 
the  interest  of  better  education  and  Claiiin 
Endowment.  He  also  spoke  of  the  sixtieth 
anniversary  of  the  South  Carolina  Confer¬ 
ence,  to  be  held  in  Charleston,  and  urged 
the  brethren  to  co-operate  in  making  it  the 
greatest  Conference  in  the  history  of  the 
church. 

The  reports  were  then  called  for  and  the 
pastors  reported  as  follows:  Branchville, 
$57.48,  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Cunningham,  pastor; 
Columbia  Station,  $34.40,  the  Rev.  N.  S. 
Smith,  pastor;  Denmark,  $20,  the  Rev.  J.  E. 
Goins,  pastor;  Edistore  Fork,  ^1,  the  Rev. 

A.  P.  Gillard,  pastor;  Jamison,  $42,  the  Rev. 

S.  J.  Cooper,  pastor;  Macedonia.  $90,  the 
Rev.  J.  A.  Summers,  pastor;  Midway,  $50, 
th^  Rev.  E.  J.  Curry,  pastor;  North,  $24, 
the  Rev.  J.  S.  Miller,  pastor;  Orangeburg 


Station,  $148,  the  Rev.  R.  F.  Freeman,  pas¬ 
tor;  Orangeburg  Ot.,  $10,  the  Rev.  J.  A. 
Thomas,  pastor;  Pineville  and  Bowman,  $80, 
the  Rev.  I.  C.  Wiley,  pastor;  Roseville,  $100, 
the  Rev.  M.  J.  Porter,  pastor ;  Reeseville,  $27, 
the  Rev.  M.  O.  Stewart,  pastor;  total,  $678. 

The  Rev.  N.  S.  Smith,  pastor  of  Colum- 


The  Time  is  Short 

The  World  Service  roll  call  throughout 
Methodism  is  rapidly  coming  to  a  climax. 
Hundreds  of  churches  are  following  the 
plan  of  setting  the  month  of  May  aside 
for  special  consideration  of  the  general 
benevolences  of  the  church  and  conducting 
the  every-member  canvass  for  World 
Service.  Where  the  canvass  has  already 
been  held,  a  supplementary  enlistment  of 
new  members,  friends,  and  non-contrib¬ 
utors  is  planned  for  the  completion  of  the 
task. 

If  every  one  of  our  25,000  Methodist 
churches  would  stress  missionary  and  ed¬ 
ucational  work  at  home  and  abroad  dur¬ 
ing  this  month,  a  new  epoch  of  Kingdom, 
advancement  would  begin !  Let  every 
church  do  its  utmost  to  make  the  observ¬ 
ance  of  the  World  Service  roll  call  uni¬ 
versal.  The  time  is  exceedingly  short,  yet 
opportunity  remains  for  action.  Three 
things  are  urgent: 

1.  Complete  the  World  Service  canvass. 

2.  Collect  all  amounts  due  on  World 
Service  pledges  to  May  31'. 

3.  Remit  all  World  Service  funds  on 
hand  to  Treasurer  O.  W.  Auman,  740 
Rush  Street,  Chicago,  in  time  to  reach 
him  before  May  31. 

In  behalf  of  our  world  enterprises. 
World  Service  Cohmissiox, 

R.  J.  Wade,  Executive  Secretary; 

O.  W.  Auman,  Treasurer, 


bia  Station,  preacher  of  the  day,  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  Dr  Taylor.  This  man  of  God  spoke 
with  power  and  demonstration  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Bros.  Isaac  Rhodes,  of  Roseville; 
Garvin,  of  Prospect,  and  Belenger,  of  Ed¬ 
istore  Fork,  lifted  collection,  $6.55.  The 
benediction  was  pronounced  by  Dr.  Dunton. 

The  tables  on  the  outside  were  laden  with 
all  that  heart  could  wish,  so  we  just  passed 
from  the  spiritual  feast  to  the  natural  feast; 
thus  were  body  and  soul  well  fed.  Among 
the  many  visitors  was  Mrs.  Dunton.  We 
were  all  glad  to  see  her.  The  Rev.  Sum¬ 
mers’  wife  was  sick  and  he  could  not  attend, 
but  sent  in  a  fine  report.  The  Revs.  Hen¬ 
derson  and  Franklin  were  absent. 

The  next  group  meeting  is  to  be  held  at 
Denmark,  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Goins,  pastor.  The 
Rev.  L.  A.  Thomas  was  elected  secretary  of 
the  meeting,  and  the  writer  reporter  for  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  and  the 
Watchman  and  Defender. — I.  C.  W. 

THE  HUNTSVILLE  DISTRICT  WORLD 
SERVICE  ROLL  CALL 

The  World  Service  meeting  of  the  Hunts¬ 
ville  District  met  with  the  King  Memorial 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Decatur,  Ala., 
of  which  Dr.  J.  N.  Wallace  is  pastor.  His 
people  were  ready  and  awaiting  our  com¬ 
ing.  The  bishop  was  expected  to  be  present, 
but  owing  to  other  pressing  calls,  he  could 
not  be  present.  He  sent  as  his  substitute 
Dr.  Gammon  ‘Morris,  the  field  agent  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Exten¬ 
sion.  Dr.  Morris  filled  the  place  nicely;  he 
brought  to  us  much  information.  He  was 
asked  to  open  the  meeting,  and  he  gave  a 
spiritual  message  from  1  Cor.  13,  after  which 
the  business  session  of  the  meeting  was 
opened  with  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Whitfield,  our 
manly  and  energetic  superintendent,  in  the 
chair. 

The  success  and  progress  which  this  dis¬ 
trict  has  enjoyed  in  the  past  is  still  being 
sustained  under  the  very  efficient  leadership 
of  our  superintendent.  The  pastors  and 
delegates  of  the  various  charges  reported 
their  work,  which  showed  that  all  bad  been 
busy.  The  amount  that  was  taken  doubled 


that  of  last  year  this  time.  Our  district  ii 
marching  on. — Dr.  J.  W.  Whitfield,  Super¬ 
intendent;  Alfred  P.  Sumter,  Reporter. 


VICTORIA  DISTRICT  CONFERENCeA| 
The  forty-eighth  session  of  the  Victoria^ 


District  Conference  met  at  Hallettsville, 
Texas,  April  19-24,  1927.  Tuesday,  at  8.30 
A.  M.,  devotional  service  was  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  A.  C.  Holden.  The  Rev.  W.  M. 
Ellison,  district  superintendent,  addressed  the 
Conference,  and  in  his  usual  way  gave  some 
very  encouraging  words.  He  then  proceeded 
with  the  organization  of  the  Conference.  The 
Rev.  D.  F.  Vance  was  elected  secretary; 
the  Rev.  T.  H.  Bryant,  assistant;  the  Rev. 
George  Waters,  treasurer;  the  Rev.  J.  T. 
Carper,  assistant;  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Mason, 
treasurer  expense  funds;  the  Rev.  G.  M. 
Mallory,  reporter  to  the  Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate.  The  following  ministers 
preached  during  the  Conference:  Revs.  A. 

M.  Harris,  R.  S.  Mosby,  A.  M.  Mason,  J, 

H.  Swann,  J.  N.  Hooey,  and  W.  M.  Ellison. 
The  Revs.  R.  S.  Mosby  and  N.  J.  Moore  were 
made  honorary  members  of  the  Conference. 
The  Rev.  Mosby,  our  pastor  at  Cuero,  Texas, 
had  charge  of  the  recreational  exercises,  and 
also  gave  several  lectures  which  thrilled  our 
hearts.  The  Rev.  C.  A.  Reed,  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the.  Rev. 

T.  H.  Crowder,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  were  introduced  and  ad¬ 
dressed  the  Conference.  The  report  on  World 
Service  doubled  that  of  last  year.  Total 

for  World  Service,  $1,228;  the  Woman’sml 
Home  Mission,  $99;  Woman’s  Foreign  MislB 
sionary  Society,  $7;  expense  funds,  $131;^! 
raised  in  the  Quarterly  Conference,  $34;  pub¬ 
lic  collection,  $16.10;  grand  total,  $1,515.10. 
Thus  we  had  one  of  the  best  Conferences  we 
have  had  for  several  years.  The  Rev.  S.  D. 
Mosby,  of  Victoria,  helped  to  push  every 
cause.  Two  were  converted  and  joined  the 
church.  Mrs.  Harry  Swann,  president  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  conducted 
that  part  of  the  work  with  ease  and  success. 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Swann,  president  of  The  Wom¬ 
an’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  put  great 
emphasis  on  the  work  which  we  feel  will 
prove  helpful.  Sunday,  April  24,  was  a 
great  day.  The  contest  in  the  Sunday  school 
among  Hallettsville,  Columbus,  and  S^’ictoria, 
created  a  deal  of  interest.  Fir.st  prize  was 
awarded  Hallettsville  and  second  prize  Vic¬ 
toria.  The  choir  came  over  from  Columbus 
and  rendered  excellent  music  at  3  P.  M.  The 
Sunday  School  and  Epworth  League  Con¬ 
vention  will  meet  in  Yoakum,  Texas,  Au¬ 
gust  12.  Visitors  to  the  Conference  were 
Mrs.  F.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  Conference  corre¬ 
spondence  secretary;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Carper,  Con¬ 
ference  president;  visiting  ministers,  the 
Revs.  R.  S.  Mosby,  Cuero,  Texas,  and  N.  ■ 
J.  Moore,  Gonzales,  Texas.  This  meeting  was  jl 
one  of  love  and  harmony.  The  Conference  fH 
adjourned  to  meet  at  Columhus,  Texas,  1928.  * 

— The  Rev.  G.  M.  Mallory,  Reporter. 
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That  World  Service  Roll  Call 


Four  million  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  are  being  urged  in  pulpit  and  church  press 
of  the  denomination  to  fix  their  attention  upon  the' 
most  important  date  in  the  fiscal  calendar  of  our  church. 

May  thirty-first  is  that  date — the  date  of  the  World 
Service  Roll  Cull — which  marks  the  end  of  the  church 
year. 

It  is  not  a  spectacular  day.  It  is  too  full  of  serious 
and  sacred  significance  for  human  well-being  to  be  re¬ 
garded  with  any  sentiments  of  the  showy  and  the  sensa¬ 
tional.  It  is  a  day  for  facing  up  to  the  stern  facts  in 
volved  in  the  present  condition  of  world  society  and  of 
the  church’s  relation  to  a  most  challenging  situation. 

May  thirty-first  has  deep  meaning  for  the  very  ex¬ 
istence  of  the  church  itself  as  a  Christian  social  institu- 
^  tion.  Underlying  the  existence  of  the  church  is  the  as¬ 
sumption  which  cannot  be  evaded  that  there  is  in  human 
nature  a  fundamental  need  left  unsupplied  by  other  types 
of  institution ;  that  besides  that  which  he  needs,  man  is 
conscious  of  a  type  of  spiritual  want  incapable  of  being 
supplied  by  any  agency  that  does  not  give  spiritual  min¬ 
istry,  and  that  down  in  human  nature  there  is  the  ca¬ 
pacity  and  ability  and  tendency  to  yield  ready  response 
to  that  ministry  w'hen  such  service  is  properly  directed. 

An  equally  important  assumption  of  the  church  con¬ 
cerns  herself.  The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  assumes,  and 
is  conscious  that  within  her  as  in  no  other  institution, 
is  the  ability  to  effect  through  her  ministry  to  mankind 
that  spiritual  satisfaction  that  humanity  needs.  In  this 
consciousness  of  fundamental  human  need  and  of  her 
ability  to  meet  that  need,  the  church  finds  her  ground 
of  responsibility  for  service.  Besides  this  moral  sanction 
there  is  the  clear  teaching  and  example  of  her  Lord,  which 
must  always  be  for  the  church  as  for  the  individual  the 
imperative  urge  to  duty  toward  this  needy  world.  For 
I  the  Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to 
minister  and  to  give  His  life  a  ransom  for  many.  Fol¬ 
lowing  in  His  footsteps  of  service  is  the  church’s  mission 
and  motive. 

In  the  church’s  assumption  of  human  need  and  of  her 
ability  and  responsibility  to  minister  thereto,  all  of  which 
the  facts  of  experience  have  vindicated  during  the  cen¬ 
turies  of  her  history,  rests  the  obligation  of  the  individual 
member  of  the  church.  Fellowship  with  the  church, 
Christ’s  visible  body,  has  as  its  requisite  and  condition¬ 
ing  consideration  the  ability  of  each  member  to  share  the 
superb  and  far-reaching  idealism  of  the  group  and  of 
the  organization  to  which  he  belongs.  Essential  to  the 
'^ery  existence  of  any  organization  is  the  sympathetic 
likemindedness  of  every  unit  of  the  group.  It  is  the  com¬ 
mon  idealism  that  forms  the  basis  uf  external  unitv.  I’his 
IS  strikingly  true  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  wherein 
there  can  be  little  question  as  to  the  definite  character  of 
the  ideals  espoused  and  the  objectives  sought.  The  spir¬ 
itual  service  idealism  of  the  church  is  universally  know'n 
»nd  acknowledged ;  and  men  honestly  entering  the 
church’s  fellowship,  do  so  with  clear  knowledge  and  un- 
iJerstanding  of  what  it  all  means.  Indeed,  the  idealism 


of  the  church  constitutes  the  essence  of  membership 
therein. 

Expecting  that  this  fact  shall  constitute  for  every 
one  of  her  members  the  true  basis  of  their  obligation  to 
uphold  and  foster  her  ideals,  the  church  expects  loyalty 
of  her  members  to  the  church  program  on  the  basis  also 
of  such  common  attachment  as  is  expected  by  all  other 
institutions.  Considering  the  degree  of  intelligent,  faith¬ 
ful  loyalty  shown  her  by  her  membership  generally,  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  perhaps  the  most  successful 
institution  in  the  world.  With  her,  membership  loyaltv 
must  in  the  nature  of  the  case  lie  in  the  urge  of  the  spir¬ 
itual  idealism  which  is  at  the  very  center  of  her  life  and 
is  the  genius  of  her  spirit.  Consequently  where  there  is 
not  in  the  individual  real  consonance  of  spirit  with  the 
palpitating  spirit  and  motive  of  the  church,  the  church 
suffers  as  an  institution.  It  is  in  the  member’s  complete 
identification  of  himself  with  the  church’s  ideals  that  he 
discovers  both  his  obligation  and  wdll  to  loyally  support 
the  program  of  the  church  for  the  betterment  of  society 
and  the  enrichment  of  individual  life. 

May  thirty-first  means  all  of  the  above  and  more. 
The  World  Service  Roll  Call  to  be  conducted  by  Meth¬ 
odism’s  large  army  of  faithful  pastors  in  our  25,000 
churches  is  for  the  purpose  of  creating  anew  within  the 
church  her  spiritual  energies  by  stirring  up  to  the  glow- 
point  in  the  mind  and  heart  of  every  one  of  her 
4,000,000  members  the  fires  of  appreciation  and  loyalty 
to  that  Christian  idealism  that  has  ope^’ated  so  effectively 
for  a  century  in  making  our  church  such  a  powerful  agent 
in  the  hand  of  our  Lord  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  a  suf¬ 
fering,  sinful  world.  Whatever  the  name  given  to  Meth¬ 
odism’s  ministry  throughout  the  earth — we  call  it  World 
Service — it  matters  not.  The  principle  of  benevolence, 
of  Christian  helpfulness,  is  ever  the  same.  It  is  Meth¬ 
odism  playing  the  good  Samaritan,  showing  neighborli¬ 
ness  to  a  suffering  world. 

The  roll  call  on  May  31  is  simply  bringing  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  face  to  face  with  the  condition  of  the 
world  and  relating  him  to  the  personal  task  of  doing 
something  to  make  the  burdens  of  the  world  lighter,  the 
sufferings  of  the  world  less  acute,  and  the  sorrows  of 
the  world  less  crushing. 

May  31  is  the  day  when  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  undertakes  to  get  a  fresh  grip  on  the  lever  to 
lift  the  world  a  little  higher  toward  her  Lord. 

May  31  is  the  day  Methodism  has  sacredly  set  apart 
to  create  fresh  currents  of  hope  in  the  bosoms  of  earth’s 
dejected  souls  who  find  their  lives  difficult  to  live  under 
present  handicaps. 

May  31  has  been  set  apart  by  the  church  to  give  fresh 
impetus  to  confidence  in  religious  values  by  undergirding 
the  forces  that  maintain  the  Christian  enterprise. 

May  31,'  Methodism’s  mobilizing  day  for  her  array 
of  world  forces  at  her  command  to  withstand  against  the 
armies  of  moral  evil — more  securely  entrenched  than  ever 
before  to  effect  the  nation’s  disaster. 

“Increasing  crime,  rampant  materialism,  selfishness. 
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exploitation  of  the  weak,  vice,  gambling,  drinking,  im¬ 
morality,  oppression,  race  prejudice,  war — all  these  and 
a  thousand  other  murderers  of  the  spirit  hover  above  this 
and  other  lands. 

It  is  an  endless  battle  to  keep  down  these  things  that 
destroy.  Only  militant  warfare  will  achieve  it.  An  im¬ 
portant  function  of  World’s  Service  is  the  fight  against 
the  liquor  forces  and  for  the  maintenance  of  prohibition ; 
the  promotion  of  temperance  in  all  things;  and  ceaseless 
action  in  behalf  of  public  morals.  Not  only  is  this  work 
carried  on  in  America,  but  in  twenty  other  countries,  help¬ 
ing  to  bring  about  a  new  moral  and  social  order.” 

To  meet  the  menacing  moral  evils,  Methodism  calls 
for  renewed  dedication  of  her  millions  of  members  on  May 
31 1  and  not  one  of  our  number  should  fail  to  answer  the 
roll  call  on  that  day.  For  no  individual  in  human  society 
can  escape  the  ravages  of  a  diseased,  decadent  social 
order.  Wickedness,  crime,  and  sin  are  as  truly  harmful 
to  us  all,  though  it  may  exist  in  one  part  of  the  world 
and  we  in  the  other.  A  shot  once  fired  in  Europe  went  all 
around  the  world,  killing  and  maiming  a  dozen  million 
men.  Sin  committed  anywhere  cuts  right  through  hu¬ 
manity  in  its  consequences. 

We  are  world  citizens  alike  responsible  for  the  World 
Service  task  of  world  salvation.  Christians,  to  the  task ! 
Co-operation  with  the  World  Service  Roil  Call  on  May  31 
will  enable  our  church  to  support  1,126  missionaries 
abroad  and  over  14,000  native  workers ;  to  maintain  2,400 
schools,  with  121,000  pupils;  to  conduct  hospitals  serv¬ 
ing  160,000  afllicted  persons  each  year;  and  to  minister 
in  forty  foreign  countries  to  672i000  Methodist  members. 

To  carry  on  home  mission  work  in  America  among 
twenty-three  nationalities,  as  well  as  Negroes,  American 
Indians,  and  Mexicans ;  in  rural  and  sparsely  settled  re¬ 
gions,  in  lumber  and  mining  camps,  among  students,  in 
downtown  sections  of  great  cities,  and  in  Goodwill  Indus¬ 
tries,  and  to  build  churches  in  needy  fields. 

To  maintain  thirty-two  secondary  schools,  forty-five 
colleges  and  universities,  forty-one  professional  schools, 
and  nineteen  Negro  educational  institutions. 

To  finance  Wesley  Foundations  for  Methodist  stu¬ 
dents  in  seventy-five  non-Methodist  institutions. 

To  foster  the  work  of  religious  education  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  Epworth  Leagues. 

To  stimulate  the  work  of  176  Methodist  Hospitals 
and  Homes  for  the  Aged,  for  children,  and  for  others, 
besides  deaconess  work. 

To  care  for  our  ministers  in  old  age. 

To  fight  vice,  and  aid  in  enforcing  the  prohibitory  law. 

To  translate  and  distribute  the  Bible  in  our  own 
country  and  in  fifty  foreign  lands. 

Walden  College  Notes 

Dr.  F.  H.  butler,  assistant  general  secretary 
of  the  Epworth  League  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  addressed  the  students  and  faculty 
of  Walden  College  recently.  Among  other  things.  Dr. 
Butler  said: 

“In  the  general  outline  of  our  present  educational 
system,  the  principle  of  adult  freedom  is  accepted.  When 
within  the  educational  realm  we  talk  about  the  freedom 
of  youth,  there  is  a  protest.  Our  teaching  method  is 
to-day  undergoing  a  great  change.  We  are  getting  away 
from  the  theoretical  and  academic  processes,  and  instead 
finding  a  way  whereby  there  will  be  a  closer  relation  to 


life  itself.  Out  of  this  grows  the  question  as  to  whether 
or  not  we  can  impose  upon  youth  of  whatever  situation 
a  uniform  curriculum  or  allow  a  freedom  of  choice  with 
the  proper  guidance  so  that  the  individual  may  realize  in  ^ 
the  largest  way  the  ends  of  living. 

“To  my  thinking,  this  has  to  do  with  the  freedom  of 
modem  youth,  and  helps  our  understanding  of  its  mean¬ 
ing.  It  is  not  a  freedom  apart  from  responsibility.  If 
it  was,  we  might  better  call  it  the  li«ense  of  youth.  The 
blending  of  freedom  and  responsibility  means  there  is  a 
safety  valve.  It  means  ballast  in  the  ship;  it  means  that 
there  is  a  discipline,  control,  and  authority. 

“The  follow-up  of  this  process  will  lead  to  a  kind  of 
education  that  will  have  the  content  of  character  training 
and  the  basic  principles  of  religion. 

“Unless  your  college  life  contributes  to  high-grade 
thinking  and  living,  your  school  life  is  in  vain.  You  may 
have  learning  and  be  able  to  meet  the  technical  require¬ 
ments  for  a  diplcfma  or  degree,  and  not  be  educated. 

“You  are  to  think  of  your  college  not  merely  as  an 
assembly  of  classes  where  subjects  are  taught  and  cffedits 
are  given,  but  also  as  a  place  where  growing  youth  gather 
for  a  portion  of  their  time  that  they  may  have  the  advice, 
practice,  guidance,  and  momentum  to  carry  on  the  high- 
grade  thinking  and  living  of  the  college  in  the  subsequent  1 
life.  In  proportion,  as  the  college  thus  projects  itself 
into  the  community,  it  is  educative ;  and  what  I  say  of  the 
college  may  be  said  of  the  college  student  and  graduate.” 

Emergency  Appeal 

For  Flood  SuflFerers  from  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  and  Church  Extension 

IX  Annual  Conferences  serve  sections  of  the  flood 
area  of  the  Southland.  There  are  more  than  209 
communities  in  this  stricken  section  where  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  has  the  major  responsibility  in 
religious  leadership,  with  a  church  membership  totaling 
40,000.  From  these  communities  appeals  are  coming 
from  distressed  ministers,  churches,  and,  in  some  cases, 
entire  districts,  for  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and 
Church  Extension  to  send  immediate  aid.  Reports  indi¬ 
cate  that  hundreds  of  parsonages  and  churches  are  com¬ 
pletely  wrecked.  One  Conference  reports :  “Sixty  pastors  ^ 
suffering  in  overflow  districts,  and  fully  four-fifths  of  the 
charges  of  the  Conference  directly  affected.”  A  district 
superintendent  reports:  “District  flooded.  Pastor  at 
each  church  in  suffering  condition.  Send  emergency  help 
at  once.”  From  the  Brookhaven  and  Vicksburg  (Miss.) 
districts  comes  the  report:  “Seventy-five  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Churches  are  now  under  water.  Fully  86%  of  these 
churches  raised  their  entire  World  Service  quota  on  Easter 
Sunday.”  A  number  of  agencies  are  at  work  giving  relief 
to  sufferers,  but  no  other  agency  feels  the  responsilrility  for 
the  rebuilding  and  repairing  of  church  and  parsonage 
property.  Applications  for  aid  already  received  by  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  indicate 
that  more  than  $100,000  emergency  aid  must  be  provided 
if  we  would  in  any  considerable  measure  meet  these  needs. 
In  addition  to  individual  gifts,  it  is  urged  that  this  appeal 
be  presented  to  every  congregation  on  May  15  or  22,  and 
that  an  offering  be  .taken  to  help  meet  this  emergency,  j 
“He  gives  twice  who  gives  quickly.”  Send  aid  to 
flood-stricken  country  through  the  Board  of  Home  Mi*' 
sions  and  Church  Extension,  1701  Arch  Street,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  William  J.  Elliott,  Treasurer. 


May  12,  1927 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


365 


Contributed  Editorial 


iff  Governor  Smith’s  Declaration 

The  reply  of  Governor  Alfeed  E.  Smith  to  the 
open  letter  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Maeshali.  in  the  Atlantic 
Monthly,  has  won  the  attention  of  the  whole 
country.  It  has  also  won  the  respect  of  the  country 
at  large  as  a  frank  and  sincere  personal  declaration. 

This  utterance  of  Governor  Smith’s  will  have  influ¬ 
ence  in  many  directions  entirely  aside  from  its  political 
effects.  Indications  are  already  at  hand  in  the  reception 
which  the  utterance  has  received  that  it  will  do  much  to 
lift  the  coming  political  campaign  out  of  the  region  of 
bigotry  and  deadly  religious  animosity.  It  will  have 
much  effect  in  causing  the  opposition  to  Governor  Smith 
to  center  its  attack  on  legitimate  political  grounds  such 
as  his  opposition  to  prohibition  and  other  political  poli¬ 
cies,  instead  of  centering  opposition  to  him  on  the 
grounds  that  he  is  a  Roman  Catholic. 

Many  of  the  inescapable  implications  of  Governor 
Smith’s  statement,  however,  have  not  been  noted  in  a 
majority  of  the  comments. 

For  one  thing,  it  is  a  devastating  blow  to  the  whole 
Roman  Catholic  theory  of  temporal  power.  The  blow 
is  all  the  more  effective  in  that  it  was  not  made  by  an 
outsider  but  by  a  favorite  son  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
To  the  citations  made  by  Mr.  Marshall  from  orthodox 
Catholic  documents,  showing  the  claims  made  by  the  Vati¬ 
can  to  authority  greater  than  the  State,  Governor 
Smith’s  reply  reduced  to  its  simplest  terms  is:  “What 
of  it?  The  theory  of  the  Vatican  is  nothing  to  me!” 
This  reply  topples  over  the  whole  pretentious  structure 
built  up  by  Roman  Catholic  theorists  throughout  the 
centuries.  Governor  Smith  demonstrates  that  such 
theory  and  dogma  are  impossible  and  un-American. 

In  the  second  place,  the  statement  in  a  very  real  way 
puts  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  on  record'.  It  amounts 
to  a  repudiation  of  the  claims  of  temporal  power.  Of 
course,  the  statement  is  merely  that  of  one  individual. 
Nevertheless  it  has  all  the  values  of  a  rather  official  docu¬ 
ment.  It  has  received  the  widest  approval  from  official 
Catholic  sources.  It  was  prepared  with  the  advice  and 
n  the  knowledge  of  responsible  church  officials.  It  must 
make  exceedingly  interesting  reading  at  the  Vatican,  for 
it  has  some  characteristics  of  being  a  declaration  of  inde¬ 
pendence  from  Vatican  promulgations  on  the  part  of  at 
least  a  considerable  section  of  American  Catholicity. 

This  statement  will  afford  a  standard  which  the  pop¬ 
ulace  can  check  up:  the  movement,  actions,  and  expres¬ 
sions  of  Catholic  forces.  The  document  in  a  real  sense 
is  something  to  be  lived  up  to. 

The  Fine  Art  of  Saying  Nothing 

R.  ROBERT  H.  DAVIS,  the  veteran  magazine 
editor,  in  his  very  readable  column  of  remi¬ 
niscences  in  The  New  York  Sun,  has  reprinted 
a  trick  speech  written  by  a  professor  in  Princeton  which 
should  cause  earnest  searching  of  heart  of  every  public 
speaker,  particularly  to  those  who  are  gifted  with  that 
ojysterious  endowment  known  as  the  “oratorical”  tem¬ 
perament.  For  this  speech  is  a  demonstration  of  how 
eloquently  words  may  be  put  together  so  as  to  mean 
absolutely  nothing  at  all! 

The  speech  was  written  by  A.  Paekee  Nevin,  of 


Princeton  University.  Mr.  Job  E.  Hedges  said  of  it: 
“You  can  call  it  ‘The  Crisis,’  ‘Justice,’  ‘Solution,’ 
‘Destiny,’  or  anything  you  want.  It  covers  the  whole 
range  of  human  thought  and  is  unanswerable.”  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  part  of  the  speech: 

“Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

“It  is  indeed  a  great  and  undeserved  privilege  to  address  such  an 
audience  as  I  see  before  me.  At  no  previous  time  in  the  history 
of  human  civilisation  have  greater  problems  confronted  and  chal- 
Icnged  ingenuity  of  man’s  intellect  than  now.  Let  us  look  around 
What  do  we  see  on  the  horisonP  what  forces  arc  at  work? 
wUther  are  we  drifting?  Under  what  mist  of  clouds  does  the 
future  stand  obscured?  My  friends,  casting  aside  the  raiment  of  all 
hnmtm  speech,  the  crucial  test  for  the  solution  of  aU  these  intricate 
problems  to  wUch  I  have  just  alluded  is  the  sheer  and  forceful 
appUcation  of  those  immutable  laws  which  down  the  corridor  of  Time 
have  uways  guided  the  hand  of  man,  groping,  as  it  were,  for  some 
faint  bMcon  light  for  his  hopes  and  aspirations.  Without  these 
peat  vitM  principles  we  are  but  puppets  responding  to  whim  and 
fancy,  faUing  entirely  to  grasp  the  hidden  meaning  of  it  all.  We 
miut  readdress  ourselves  to  these  questions  which  press  for  answer 
and  solution.  The  issue  cannot  be  avoided.  There  they  stand.  It 
IS  upon  you,  and  you— and  yet  even  upon  me — that  the  yoke  of 
responsibUity  falls. 

“What,  then,  is  our  duty?  Shall  we  continue  to  drift?  Xo!  With 
all  the  emphasis  of  my  being  I  hurl  back  the  message  NO!  Drifting 
must  stop.  We  must  press  onward  and  upward  toward  the  ultimate 
pal  to  which  all  must  aspire.  But  I  cannot  conclude  my  remarks, 
dear  friends,  without  touching  briefly  upon  a  subject  which  I  know 
IS  steepp  in  your  very  consciousness.  I  refer  to  that  spirit  which 
gleams  from  the  eyes  of  a  new-born  babe;  that  animates  the  toiling 
masses;  that  sways  all  the  hosts  of  humanity  past  and  present 
WitMut  this  energising  principle  all  commerce,  trade  and  industry 
are  hushed  and  will  perish  from  this  earth  as  surely  as  the  crimson 
sunset  follows  the  golden  sunshine.  Mark  you,  I  do  not  seek  to 
unduly  alarm  or  distress  the  mothers,  fathers,  sons  and  daughters 
gathered  before  me  in  this  vast  assemblage,  but  I  would  inde^  be 
repeant  to  a  high  resolve  which  I  made  as  a  youth  if  I  did  not  at 
this  time  and  in  this  place  and  with  the  full  realising  sense  of 
responsibility  which  I  assume  publicly  declare  and  affirm  my  dedl- 
cation  and  my  concentration  to  the  eternal  principles  and  receipts 
of  simple,  ordinary,  commonplace  JUSTICE.” 

This  sort  of  speech  is  technically  known  as  a  “knock¬ 
out.”  One  wonders  whether  the  Church  has  not  really 
suffered  more  from  such  knockout  oratory  than  from 
most  other  causes  combined.  There  is  a  seductiveness 
about  mouthing  of  grandiloquent  nothings  against  which 
every  minister  must  set  himself  like  steel.  It  is  against 
such  danger  that  Jesus  gave  the  eternal  warning:  Let 
your  communication  be  “yes”  or  “no.” 

One  style  of  speech  differs  from  another  in  quality. 
There  is  unquestionably  a  glory  of  the  highfalutin  oratory 
which  raises  a  Newfoundland  fog  about  every  subject  it 
discusses.  But  a  much  higher  glory  is  that  of  the  con¬ 
crete,  positive  word. 

P.  S.  We  have  just  compared  this  speech  with  our 
last  Sunday’s  sermon,  and  are  wearing  a  new  suit  of  sack¬ 
cloth  and  ashes. 


Hymn  for  the  Modern  Church 

A  couplet  from  a  beautiful  and  familiar  hymn  might 
well  serve  as  a  hymn  for  the  modem  church  beset  before 
and  behind  with  surveys  and  questionnaires: 

“A  cloud  of  witnesses  around 
Hold  thee  in  full  survey.” 


,  Correction 

A  typographical  error  appeared  in  the  article  by  Bishop  Adna 
W.  Leonard,  entitled  “The  Essentialist”  in  the  Advocates,  April  21. 
The  word  “liberalism”  in  the  second  column,  the  last  line  of  first 
paragraph,  should  be  “literalism.” 

L. 
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Jesus  in  the  Thought  of  To-day 

A  Glimpse  of  Some  Recent  Books  on  Jesus 


By  Harris  Franklin  Rail 

Professor  of  Christian  Doctrine,  Garrett  Biblical  Institute 


Underwood  &  Underwood 


The  significant  fact  is  that  men 
are  thinking  and  writing  about 
Jesus,  and  more  than  ever.  Men 
are  always  talking  about  the  outstand¬ 
ing  figures  of  their  time.  To-day  it  is 
Mussolini ;  yesterday  it  was  Gandhi ;  the 
day  before  it  was  Roosevelt  and  Lloyd 
George  and  Woodrow  Wilson  and 
Lenine.  How  brief  their  hour  before 
they  leave  the  front  page  and  the  head¬ 
lines— some  of  them  to  become  sober 
subjects  for  the  historian,  others  to  enter 
a  lasting  obscurity!  All  except  Jesus. 

He  is  not  only  the  subject  for  the  his¬ 
torian,  seeking  to  understand  the  past ; 

He  is  a  theme  for  each  generation  as  it 
faces  its  own  day.  We  see  that  at  once  ’ 
when  we  scrutinize  the  books  of  the  day, 
and  particularly  a  group  such  as  has 
been  chosen  for  this  article,  taken,  as 
they  are,  not  from  acknowledged  church 
leaders,  but  from  representatives  of  the 
larger  world,  radical  and  conservative, 
business  man  and  man  of  letters,  historian  and  publicist, 
Jew  and  Christian.  For  all  these  men  Jesus  is  a  subject 
of  vital  interest.  What  is  His  place  in  history  ?  these  men 
are  asking.  What  is  His  meaning  for  men  to-day.^  The 
answers  are  interesting  and  varied. 

History  or  Myth 

Our  first  book  gives  a  very  simple  answer  to  this 
question.  “There  was  no  Jesus,”  says  Georg  Brandes, 
the  great  Danish  literary  critic,  in  his  newly  translated 
work,  “Jesus  a  Myth”  (Albert  and  Charles  Boni,  New 
‘York,  1926).  It  is  not  a  new  idea.  Bruno  Bauer  de¬ 
clared  a  century  ago  that  the  Gospels  were  mere  literary 
•creations  and  Jesus  a  literary  fiction.  He  has  not  been 
without  followers  in  more  recent  years — the  German  phi¬ 
losopher  Drews,  the  Orientalist  Jensen,  Fastor  Kalthoff, 
the  Englishman  Robertson,  the  American  mathematician 
Smith,  and  the  French  Couchoud.  With  all  variation, 
there  is  a  broad  agreement  among  these.  Jesus  is  the 
foundling  of  Christianity,  not  its  founder.  He  is  not  the 
creator  of  Christianity,  but  was  created  by  it.  Out  of 
hopes  and  dreams  and  mystical  experiences,  out  of  scraps 
in  the  Old  Testament,  like  Isa.  63  and  7.  14,  which  were 
turned  into  history ;  out  of  Oriental  myths  about  saviour 
gods,  this  figure  was  created.  The  stories  of  His  life 
came  from  various  sources,  His  words  mostly  from  cur¬ 
rent  Jewish  teaching.  With  the  real  founders  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  it  was  not  a  historical  person,  Jesus,  that  counted ; 
it  was  the  Christ  idea,  the  Saviour-God  idea — something 
that  existed  long  before  Christianity. 

It  is  interesting  to  see  Brandes  at  work ;  he  shows  so 
beautifully  how  credulous  a  critic  may  be.  He  makes  the 
book  of  Revelation  the  starting  point  out  of  which  the 
New  Testament  grew.  Paul’s  interest  is  the  Christ  idea. 


not  the  Jesus  of  history.  Acts  comes 
before  the  Gospels,  and  is  the  source  of 
various  Gospel  stories.  Incidents  of  Je¬ 
sus’  death  grew  out  of  the  death  of 
Stephen.  Peter’s  raising  of  Tdbitha 
gave  rise  to  the  tale  of  how  Jesus  raised 
a  girl  by  saying  Talitha.  Judas  is  a 
myth,  a  hateful  expression  of  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  Gentile  Christians  toward  Jew¬ 
ish  Christians  in  the  second  century. 
Mary,  mother  of  Jesus,  is  a  myth,  as  in¬ 
dicated  by  the  suspicious  fact  that  there 
are  so  many  Marys  among  the  friends 
of  Jesus,  and  that  Eastern  religions  give 
to  the  mother  of  a  god  a  name  beginning 
with  M  a. 

This  is  so  interesting  and  so  easy  that 
one  is  quite  tempted  to  apply  the  process 
further.  Here  is  the  supposed  historical 
figure  of  John  Wesley.  The  story  seems 
•  .  credible,  but  grows  suspicious  as  you 
study.  Think  how  John  recurs  in  Chris¬ 
tian  history  as  the  name  of  great  reli¬ 
gious  leaders:  John  the  Baptist,  John  the  Evangelist, 
John  Chrysostom,  John  Duns  Scotus,  John  Hus,  John 
Calvin,  John  Wesley,  and  nearly  two  dozen  Pope  Johns. 
With  all  the  names  that  mothers  might  give  to  children, 
how  should  this  one  be  chosen  for  the  whole  line.?*  Evi- 
dentlv  there  are  mythical  elements  here.  Add  the  in¬ 
credible  tales  of  what  this  John  Wesley  did  ^his  preach¬ 
ing,  writing,  traveling,  organizing,  and  the  suspicion  of 
myth  becomes  a  confirmed  fact. 

Of  course  these  vagaries  have  been  answered,  and  an¬ 
swered  by  scholars  who  are  really  historical  critics.  One 
of  these  is  the  French  theologian,  Maurice  Goguel,  who 
writes  on  “Jesus  the  Nazarene:  Myth  or  History”  (D. 
Appleton  &  Co.,  New  York,  1926).  His  book  is  directed 
chiefly  against  a  fellow  countryman,  P.  L.  Couchoud. 
With  Couchoud,  like  the  others,  the  stumblingblock  is  the 
idea  that  there  ever  could  have  been  such  a  figure  as  Jesus, 
who,  in  a  single  generation,  became  the  object  of  faith 
and  worship.  Patiently  and  with  full  and  critical  schol¬ 
arship,  Goguel  takes  up  in  turn  the  non-Christian  testi¬ 
mony,  of  which  we  have,  of  course,  but  little  from  the 
first  century,  and  then  the  New  Testament  materials,  es¬ 
pecially  Paul  and  the  Gospels.  He  shows  how  the  epistles 
of  Paul  stand  like  a  rock  against  all  such  speculations. 
Tested  by  a  century  of  criticism,  the  chief  letters  of  Paul 
are  acknowledged  on  all  hands  as  genuine  to-day.  Con¬ 
verted  but,  a  few  years  at  most  after  Jesus’  death,  Paul 
wrote  these  letters  to  a  generation  that  contained  men 
and  women  who  had  seen  Jesus  in  the  flesh.  And  though 
Paul  was  chiefly  concerned  with  the  risen  Christ,  the 
Christ  of  the  Spirit,  it  is  not  a  principle  upon  which  he 
builds  his  faith,  but  a  Person — one  who  lived  and  loved 
and  died  for  men. 

Almost  overnight  there  has  sprung  up  a  new  cla.ss  of 
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best  sellers — not  fiction,  but  books  that  deal  with  serious 
subjects — and  people  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands  are 
reading  history,  science,  philosophy,  psychology,  and  re¬ 
ligion.  Mr.  Wells  set  the  pace,  and  he  and  his  fellows 
deserve  a  high  measure  of  credit  for  opening  up  these 
treasures  to  the  common  reader,  for  luring  the  multitudes 
who  would  otherwise  content  themselves  with  fiction  and 
the  daily  paper  (or  are  these  both  fiction?).  These  men 
are  not  all  journalists — some  are  really  scholars — but 
they  have  learned  the  journalist’s  art — keep  your  eye  on 
the  reader,  hit  the  high  spots,  make  your  story  simple 
whatever  the  reality  may  be,  always  be  positive,  and  put 
in  the  human  interest  whether  it  be  evolution  or  Einstein. 

“This  Believing  World*'  by  Lewis  Browne  (The  Mac¬ 
millan  Co.,  New  York,  1926),  a  story  of  the  chief  reli¬ 
gions  of  mankind,  well  illustrates  the  merits  and  faults 
of  this  kind  of  writing.  The  author  faces  a  tremendously 
difficult  task,  that  of  telling  the  story  of  man’s  search  for 
that  unseen  world  in  relation  to  which  he  finds  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  life.  He  has  been  successful  in  making  his  story 
simple  and  interesting,  and  for  some  people  these  are  the 
marks  of  truth.  But  he  has  paid  a  heavy  price.  He  has 
omitted  what  was  essential  to  a  true  picture.  He  has 
joined  solid  fact  and  pure  conjecture  in  bald  assertion. 
He  has  been  especially  unfortunate  in  his  treatment  of 
the  beginnings  of  religion  and  of  Christianity.  But  his 
chief  fault  has  been  that  he  has  given  not  so  much  a  story 
of  religion  as  religious  ideas  and  practices  viewed  mainly 
from  the  outside.  It  reads  like  a  story  of  “The  Supersti¬ 
tious  World." 

We  are  concerned  here  with  his  treatment  of  Jesus. 
First  comes  an  extreme  skepticism:  he  speaks  of  “all  the 
stupid  and  silly  and  gross  extravagances,  all  the  pious 
embellishments  and  patent  falsehoods  that  clog  and  con¬ 
fuse  the  Gospel  accounts.”  To  this  skepticism  is  joined 
an  interesting  credulity  in  relation  to  various  modern 
theories  and  a  generous  use  of  the  imagination.  Just 
where  did  the  author  learn  that  John  the  Baptist  was  one 
of  a  whole  group  of  evangelists  baptizing  in  the  Jordan, 
his  baptism  being  for  the  purpose  of  driving  out  evil 
spirits?  And  in  view  of  our  late  and  meager  knowledge 
of  Mithraism,  why  is  he  as  confident  that  by  the  time  of 
Paul’s  death  Christianity  had  cast  out  Judaism  and  taken 
over  the  Sunday  and  the  ritual  of  the  Mithraists? 

The  Jewish  Scholars  and  Jesus 

The  author  undoubtedly  tries  to  be  fair  in  his  treat¬ 
ment  of  Jesus.  He  fails  in  the  appreciation  alike  of  the 
character  of  Jesus,  the  nature  of  His  infiuence,  and  the 
character  of  His  message.  Jesus  is  an  earnest  and  elo¬ 
quent  but  evidently  very  much  mistaken  young  man.  He 
wins  the  crowd  by  the  high  hopes  that  He  holds  out  for 
them.  When  at  last  the  mob  deserts  Him  in  Jerusalem, 
He  tries  to  escape,  only  to  be  captured  and  put  to  Heath. 
There  is  nothing  ignoble  in  the  main  in  the  Jesus  whom 
Rabbi  Browne  here  pictures,  but  there  is  an  utter  failure 
to  explain  how  a  movement  like  Christianity  could  thus 
originate.  The  suggestion  of  the  attempted  escape  is, 
of  course,  pure  invention.  What  we  miss  is  that  which 
makes  the  very  heart  of  the  picture  for  Christianity — the 
lofty  spirit  that  transformed  men  by  its  touch,  the  pure 
devotion  of  loyalty  and  love  that  led  Him  open-eyed  to 
the  cross,  the  message  of  God,  and  of  life  which  has  com¬ 
manded  the  noblest  of  our  race  since  that  day. 

Jewish  scholars  are  trying  to  arrive  at  a  just  ap¬ 
praisal  of  Jesus,  and  are  writing  about  Him — that  is  one 


of  the  striking  facts  to-day.  If  they  have  been  laggard^ 
can  we  charge  them  with  sole  blame  in  view  of  the  atti¬ 
tude  and  actions  of  “Christian”  peoples? 

“A  Jewish  View  of  Jesus"  was  written  by  Rabbi  H.  G. 
Enelow  (The  Macmillan  Co.,  New  York,  1920).  He 
claims  Jesus  for  the  Jews,  and  is  proud  that  Jesus  was 
ready  to  die  for  His  ideal.  Jesus  is  not  a  Messiah  for 
the  modern  Jews,  but  the  latter  does  realize  “the  ethical 
power  and  spiritual  beauty  of  Jesus.”  “The  love  He  in¬ 
spired,  the  solace  He  has  given,  the  good  He  has  engen¬ 
dered,  the  hope  and  joy  He  has  kindled — all  that  is  un¬ 
equaled  in  human  history.” 

Joseph  Klausner  is  the  first  Jew  to  attempt  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus  in  a  volume  writ¬ 
ten  in  Hebrew  and  for  Jews.  This  book  was  translated 
into  English  two  years  ago  (The  Macmillan  Co.,  New 
York,  1925).  With  all  diflFerences,  the  Christian  reader 
will  appreciate  the  spirit  of  the  writer,  his  solid  scholar¬ 
ship,  and  the  light  which  he  throws  upon  the  Jewish  en¬ 
vironment  of  Jesus.  He  compares  favorably  with  the  in¬ 
adequacies  of  Browne  and  the  vagaries  of  Brandes,  the 
Jewish  writers  already  mentioned.  He  considers  Jesus 
“the  most  Jewish  of  the  Jews,”  and  declares  that  in  His 
ethical  code  there  is  a  sublimity,  distinctiveness,  and  orig¬ 
inality  in  form  unparalleled  in  any  other  Hebrew  ethical 
code.  He  thinks,  however,  that  His  emphasis  on  mercy, 
with  God  and  man,  endangers  that  absolute  righteousness 
for  which  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  stand,  this  His  extreme 
idealism.  His  purely  spiritual  concept  of  religion,  im¬ 
periled  the  national  culture  of  Judaism,  and  that  this 
lofty  code  has  become  simply  the  ideal  of  an  isolated  few. 
What  Klausner  criticizes  seems  to  most  of  us  the  ground 
for  the  high  claim  of  Christianity  as  a  spiritual  and  uni¬ 
versal  religion.  The  chief  defect  of  the  book  is  its  failure 
to  see  that  Jesus  was  no  mere  teacher  of  ideas  about 
ethics  and  God,  but  one  who  lived  a  life  from  God  and 
with  God,  and  by  His  life  and  word  and  death  brought 
man  into  living  fellowship  with  His  God. 

Middleton  Murry 

The  New  Testament  has  no  more  interesting  scenes 
than  those  which  suggest  what  happened  when  men  met 
Jesus.  We  think  of  Matthew  and  Zacchaeus,  of  Nicodemus 
and  the  rich  young  ruler.  “Jesus  Man  of  Genius"  by  J. 
Middleton  Murry  (Harper  &  Bros.,  New  York,  1926), 
is  a  book  that  seems  to  have  grown  out  of  a  modern  man’s 
meeting  with  Jesus.  As  editor  of  the  London  Athenaeum, 
literary  critic,  and  novelist,  its  author  represents  the 
highest  culture  of  England.  But  he  writes  here  not  pri¬ 
marily  as  historian  or  critic.  The  loss  of  his  wife,  a  bril¬ 
liant  writer  whose  promise  had  not  time  for  fulfillment; 
an  association  with  Maud  Royden  in  the  work  of  that 
gifted  woman  preacher;  some  addresses  given  in  that  con¬ 
nection,  and  then  a  personal  facing  of  the  question  of 
what  Jesus  really  was  to  His  day  and  what  His  message 
means  to  us — these  seem  to  be  the  influences  that  con¬ 
spired  to  bring  forth  this  volume. 

This  is  not  an  orthodox  book,  though  perhaps  not  so 
far  from  the  faith  as  the  writer  supposes.  “Two  thou¬ 
sand  years  ago,”  the  author  says,  “the  deed  of  Jesus 
seemed  so  sublime  that  men  could  not  but  consider  it  an 
act  of  God.  So,  in  the  final  contemplation,  it  was.  In 
Jesus  God  was  manifest  as  He  has  never  since  been  in 
man ;  but  manifest  in  Him,  because  He  was  wholly  Man.” 
Has  the  church  perhaps  helped  to  shut  the  way  for  such 
men  as  this  by  its  too  frequent  suggestion  that  the  ap- 
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the  faith  in  Him  No  space  is  left  us  for  review  of  books  or  writings  deal- 
sus,  we  read  here,  ing  with  these  matters,  though  these  are  not  lacking.  We 
en  were  to  become  recall  voices  like  that  of  Walter  Rauschenbusch,  and  great 
I  of  God,  they  and  gatherings  like  Copec  and  Stockholm.  But  we  must  not 
ly  changed,  in  the  miss  this  fact,  that  men  are  asking  the  question:  what 
od,  but  radically,  would  the  religion  of  Jesus  do  on  these  great  highways? 
or  does  not  want  What  would  it  do  at  Geneva,  or  in  the  State  Department 
as,  or  the  eschato-  at  Washington,  or  in  any  one  of  the  capitals  of  Europe, 
le  insight,  he  seeks  or  the  office  of  an  international  concern,  in  the  office  of  the 
in  Jesus.  Beauty  metropolitan  daily,  at  the  headquarters  of  organized 
kening  suggestive-  labor,  in  the  mills  of  the  great  city  ?  It  must  suffice  us  to 
i  of  a  life  of  Jesus,  close  with  the  challenging,  the  provocative  statement  of 

Don  Marquis,  the  brilliant  columnist,  realizing  the  sig- 
nificance  of  the  appearance  of  these  words  in  such  a  place, 
n  are  talking  and  “Jesus  would  undoubtedly  be  considered  an  anarchist  to- 
hways.  He  is  not  day  if  He  were  alive;  and  any  person  who  attempts  to 
s,  where  the  single  apply  His  principles  in  a  thoroughgoing,  uncompromising 
with  God,  and  the  manner  to  a  political  situation  in  any  modern  state  is  sup¬ 
ra  of  another  race  pressed.  Real  Christianity  is  necessarily  intolerant  of 
our.  Out  on  the  fraud,  injustice,  and  oppression.  The  moment  it  abates  its 
;he  nations,  where  intolerant  idealism  it  ceases  to  exist ;  it  cannot  make  terms, 
•ace  touches  race,  or  it  defeats  itself ;  it  can  pardon  all  sinners,  but  never 
;rrible  things  have  any  sin;  its  most  mild-seeming  precepts  are  really  ex- 
They  have  become  plosive  paradoxes ;  eventually  the  human  race  must  either 
id  of  death.  And  extirpate  it  completely  or  practice  it  sincerely  if  it  wants 
to  sav  to  us  here?  any  rest.” 


If  I  Were  a  Father 


By  Jeshurun 


conflict  of  science  and  religion.  “Do  men 
gather  grapes  of  thorns?”  No,  neither 
"j  do  they  measure  flour  with  a  yardstick, 

nor  estimate  values  with  spring  balances. 
But  some  do  attempt  to  put  God  into  the 
test-tube  and  the  human  soul  under  a 
1^3  microscope.  “A  companion  of  such  fools 

shall  smart  for  it.”  He  shall  not  get 

I  would  keep  humble  by  remembering 
that  “One  is  your  Father,”  and  encourage 
my  son  with  the  thought  that  my  faults 
and  failures  are  not  found  in  Him  “who 
dwelleth  in  light  unapproachable.” 

I  would  try  to  let  him  grow  up.  I  know  it  would 
be  hard,  but  I  believe  I  would  try  to  avoid  making 
every  decision  for  the  boy  until  he  lost  the  power  of 
making  decisions  for  himself,  for  he  is  bound  to  come  to 
the  place  where  nothing  will  save  but  his  own  judg¬ 
ment,  and  if  I  haven’t  developed  that  I  will  have 
ruined  him. 

I  would  use  my  eyes  more  than  my  ears.  That  is,  I 
would  depend  on  what  I  actually  did  see  of  the  character 
and  actions  of  young  people,  including  my  own  boy,  rather 
than  on  the  wild  stories  which  are  brought  to  me  about 
how  terrible  the  young  people  are  to-day.  To  believe 
all  such  tales  is  to  spoil  my  boy’s  confidence  in  his 
father. 

I  would  try  to  get  some  fun  out  of  the  job.  No  one 
does  a  thing  really  well  unless  he  enjoys  it,  and  it  is  the 
parents  who  feel  most  keenly  the  inconveniences  and  irn- 
tations  of  raising  children  who  make  the  greatest  mess 
out  of  it. 


1  WOULD  not  tell  my  son  that  I  was 
a  model  boy.  He  might  ask,  “When 
did  you  check  out?” 

I  would  not  declare  to  him  that  nearly 
all  the  boys  of  my  day  were  loyal  and  obe- 
dient  to  their  parents.  He  might  go  be- 
hind  the  returns  and  call  another  witness. 

I  would  not  quote  too  often  the  hard- 
ships  and  handicaps  of  my  youth.  He 
would  be  sure  to  wonder  what  grandfather 
said  to  me  about  the  soft  times  I  was  hav- 
ing  as  compared  with  the  real  difficulties 
of  his  day. 

I  would  not  assert  that  young  peopk  were  much  hap¬ 
pier  in  former  days  than  now.  The  mental  response  would 
surely  be :  “Poor  dad !  He  doesn’t  know  it,  but  he’s  get¬ 
ting  old.” 

I  would  not  be  stingy  with  him.  Economy,  like  char¬ 
ity,  begins  at  home;  and  I  would  prune  my  own  luxuries 
and  even  comforts  before  I  would  withhold  a  single  dollar 
that  would  be  a  real  benefit  to  him. 

I  would  not  create  the  impression  that  dad  is  a  mere 
saddle  horse  for  his  superior  son  to  ride  to  a  finish.  I 
would  insist  that  he  lift  his  share  on  the  financial  and 
other  burdens  of  the  home  company. 

I  would  not  revise  the  Scripture,  “Train  up  a  child 
in  the  way  he  should  go,”  and  make  it  read,  “I  will  train 
him  in  the  way  I  went.”  If  I  could  make  the  tour  anew 
I  would  omit  some  of  the  side  trips. 

I  would  let  him  develop  the  form  of  his  religion  as 
naturally  as  a  mollusk  grows  his  shell.  But  I  would  try 
to  keep  the  water  clear  during  the  process. 

I  would  advise  him  to  lose  no  sleep  over  the  alleged 
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p  Edwin  Markham— 
Poet  and  Prophet 

The  Author  of  ‘The  Man  With 
the  Hoe’*  Celebrates  Seventy - 
Fifth  Anniversary 

By  William  L.  Stidger 

Pattor  of  Unwood  Boulevard  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Edwin  MARKHAM  is  the  preachers*  poet. 

In  a  special  interview  I  had  with  him  for 
the  purpose  of  writing  this  article  in  cele¬ 
bration  of  his  seventy-fifth  anniversary,  I  said  to 
him : 

“Mr.  Markham,  I  want  you  to  send  a  message 
to  the  ministers  of  my  church  on  your  seventy-fifth 
It  anniversary.” 

“I  shall  be  glad  to  do  that.  Tell  them  for  me 
that  they  are  engaged  in  the  greatest  occupation  on 
earth — the  business  of  carrying  the  message  of  the 
Comrade  Christ  to  humanity.  I  would  rather  be 
a  doorkeeper  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  than  to  dwell 
in  the  tents  of  the  mighty. 

“Tell  them  that  they,  too,  are  poets,  and  that 
they  come  from  a  long  line  of  poetic  ancestry ;  that 
they  are  the  representatives  of  Poet  David  and 
Poet  Isaiah,  and  Poet  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  that 
is  an  holy  occupation.” 

And  knowing  Mr.  Markham  as  I  have  for  fif¬ 
teen  years,  I  can  testify  that  in  these  two  paragraphs  lie 
has  stated  exactly  what  he  believes  and  lives  with  a  pas¬ 
sionate  loyalty. 

I  have  never  known  a  man  who  was  so  loyal  to  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  as  he;  nor  any  man  who  lived 
the  Christlife  so  consistently ;  nor  any  man  who  was  so 
^  saturated  with  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  or  who  shot  them 
into  his  own  preaching  so  constantly. 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  one  great  adoration  of  this  poet’s 
life.  He  has  been  in  the  process  of  writing  a  prose-volume 
on  the  life  of  Christ  with  the  intention  of  setting  forth 
the  teachings  of  Christ  as  they  have  appeared  to  a  poet 
after  a  lifelong  study  of  these  teachings.  My  great  hope 
IS  that  the  poet  will  live  to  complete  this  master  volume. 
But  he  works  slowly  and  with  infinite  patience  and  care. 
I  have  never  known  a  writer  who  worked  so  patiently  and 
so  carefully. 

He  has  been  at  work  on  this  volume,  to  my  knowledge, 
for  ten  years.  He  worked  more  than  fifteen  years  on 
“The  Man  With  the  Hoe.”  However,  he  is  not  bound  by 
»ny  slavish  adherence  to  any  set  way  of  working,  as  is 
illustrated  by  the  fact  that  he  wrote  his  immortal  poem 
“Lincoln — The  Man  of  the  People,”  one  morning  be¬ 
tween  the  hours  of  three  and  daylight,  and  when  he  was 
through  he  gave  that  great  utterance  to  the  world  prac¬ 
tically  untouched  again. 

His  new  volume  on  Christ  may  never  be  finished,  but 
t  for  one  have  a  feeling  that  if  he  does  get  it  finished  it 
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will  be  the  most  astounding  and  the  most  important  con¬ 
tribution  that  he  has  ever  made  to  literature. 

Most  people  think  that  Mr.  Markham  is  not  doing 
much  work,  but  those  who  know  him  intimately  happen 
to  know  that  he  works  night  and  day.  He  has  just  fin¬ 
ished  one  of  the  most  colossal  collections  of  poetry  that 
has  ever  been  published,  a  collection  which  he  has  been 
making  all  of  his  lifetime.  It  will  consist  of  eight  or  ten 
volumes.  It  might  be  called  “The  Edwin  Markham  Scrap¬ 
book.”  It  is  Mr.  Markham’s  hobby  to  collect  poetry,  and 
he  has  been  doing  this  all  of  his  life.  These  eight  or  ten 
volumes  will  contain  the  fruits  of  a  lifetime  of  col¬ 
lecting. 

Mr.  Markham  has  recently  written  “The  Ballad  of 
a  Gallows  Bird,”  which  the.  late  George  Sterling  says  is 
one  of  the  great  ballads  of  all  time,  equal  to  “The  Ancient 
Mariner.”  .  His  poem,  “Israfel,”  won  the  Poetry  Review 
prize  recently.  The  judges  were  Alfred  Noyes  and  five 
leading  British  editors. 

Because  this  poem  has  never  been  published  in  any 
of  his  books,  I  have  asked  permission  to  quote  a  few 
quatrains  from  it: 

“He  knew  life’s  immemorial  grief — the  cry 

.Of  young  Love  with  the  ruined  rainbow  wings, 

The  pathos  of  the  vanishing,  the  sigh 
Out  of  all  mortal  things.” 

The  next  quatrain  which  I  quote  brings  the  hint  of 
eternity  back  into  our  souls : 
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“He  lookt  on  cities  in  their  crumbling  hours, 

Where  Death  obscurely  mumbles  out  His  rune, 

Hoary,  remote,  alone,  where  time-worn  towers 
Hang  spectral  in  the  moon.” 

What  a  picture  of  the  poet  of  whom  this  poet  writes 
is  there  in  this  stanza : 

“He  walked  the  streets  as  on  a  lonely  strand: 

His  country  was  not  here — it  was  afar. 

Not  here  His  home,  not  here  His  motherland. 

But  in  some  statelier  star.” 

Or  in  this  stanza: 

“Life  was  His  exile,  earth  His  alien  shore. 

And  these  were  foreign  faces  that  He  passed; 

For  He  had  other  language,  other  lore. 

And  He  must  home  at  last.” 

The  most  significant  four  lines  in  the  poem,  to  my 
way  of  estimating,  are: 

“He  knew  the  demon  whispers  in  the  deep. 

And  songs  of  deathless  love  where  seraphs  are: 

He  saw  the  cliffs  of  Time,  a  ghostly  heap. 

But  over  the  cliffs  a  Star!” 

Edwin  Markham’s  poems  make  up  a  gold  mine  for 
preachers.  He  is  not  only  full  of  rich  nuggets  of  ser- 
monic  ideas,  but  his  poetry  is  rich  with  beautiful  spiritual 
and  social  illustrations. 

I  am  going  to  suggest  the  ways,  briefly,  in  which  I 
think  that  Edwin  Markham  is  the  most  useful  poet  who 
has  ever  written  in  the  United  States  for  preachers: 

Prophet  of  the  Social  Gospel 

First,  because  he  is  the  great  poet-prophet  of  the 
social  gospel.  One  does  not  need  to  tell  intelligent  men 
that  the  social  gospel  was  ushered  in  with  that  great  poem, 
“The  Man  With  the  Hoe.”  No  wonder  that  Jay  William 
Hudson  said  of  this,  **Markham’s  ‘Man  With  the  Hoe’  will 
be  the  battle  cry  of  the  next  thousand  years.” 

But  this  is  not  his  only  great  social  poem.  I  want 
to  mention  the  titles  of  several  others  which  are  as  rich  in 
the  social  gospel  even  as  “The  Man  With  the  Hoe.”  They 
are:  “Brotherhood,”  “Little  Brothers  of  the  Ground,” 
“Two  at  a  Fireside,”  “The  Toilers,”  “The  Man  Under 
the  Stone,”  “The  Rock  Breaker,”  “The  Day  and  the 
Work,”  “The  Sower,”  and  a  hundred  others. 

No  preacher  who  even  pretends  to  a  belief  in  the  social 
gospel  of  Jesus  has  heard  its  completest  expression  until 
he  has  read  every  one  of  Markham’s  great  social  utter¬ 
ances.  He  is  the  pioneer  social  prophet-poet  and  preacher 
of  us  all. 

Second,  there  has  never  been  a  poet  in  American  life 
who  has  so  beautifully  and  reverently  expressed  the  Spirit 
of  Christ  and  the  legends  of  the  great  'Christian  stories 
as  has  Markham.  I  refer  to  such  narrative  poems  as: 
“The  Shoes  of  Happiness,”  “The  Juggler  of  Touraine,” 
“How  Oswald  Dined  with  God,”  “The  Cup  of  Pride,” 
“How  the  Great  Guest  Came,”  “Inasmuch,”  “A  Guard  of 
the  Sepulchre,”  “The  Song  of  the  Shepherds,”  “The  Hin¬ 
dered  Guest.” 

A  Preacher  at  Heart 

Third,  there  has  never  been  a  poet  in  American  life 
who  was  so  rich  in  sermon  suggestions.  Mr.  Markham 
is  a  preacher  at  heart.  He  admits  it  to  me  time  and  time 
again.  I  would  be  willing  to  wager  that  any  preacher 
who  cares  to  read  Markham  carefully  will  find  the  kernel 
thought  for  a  thousand  sermons  without  even  half  try¬ 
ing.  They  thrust  themselves  at  one.  They  cry  out  for 
utterance  and  preaching.  Take  his  quatrain, “Outwitted”: 

“He  drew  a  circle  that  shut  me  out — 

Heretic,  rebel,  a  thing  to  flout. 

But  L/Ove  and  1  had  the  wit  to  win: 

We  drew  a  circle  that  took  Him  in!” 


And  there  are  more  than  three  hundred  of  these 
quatrains.  There  has  never  been  a  poet  who  mastered 
the  quatrain  form  as  he  has: 


“Forget  it  not  ’till  the  crowns  are  crumbled, 

And  the  swords  of  the  kings  are  rent  with  rust; 
Forget  it  not  ’till  the  hills  lie  humbled 
And  the  springs  of  the  seas  run  dust.” 


m 


What?  That  love  is  triumphant  over  time  and  eternity. 

Of  all  his  books,  I  should  say  that  “The  Shoes  of 
Happiness”  is  the  richest  treasure  mine  for  ministers. 

The  first  section  of  this  book  is  entitled  “Six  Stories.” 
These  are  all  narrative  poems,  and  every  one  of  them  is 
a  sermon,  and  will  make  the  background  of  a  great  book 
sermon.  The  preacher  who  fails  to  find  this  group  has 
lost  much.  One  section  of  this  book  is  called  “Script  for 
the  Journey.”  In  this  section  are  fifteen  brief  poems, 
running  from  six  to  twelve  lines.  In  every  poem  is  a 
great  sermon.  I  quote  one  to  illustrate  what  I  mean,  and 
it  will  speak  fon  itself : 


The  Hidden  Glacier 


“There  is  no  time  for  hate,  O  wasteful  friend: 
Put  hate  away  until  the  ages  end. 

Have  you  an  ancient  wound?  Forget  the  wrong. 
Out  in  my  West  a  forest  loud  with  song 
Towers  high  and  green  over  a  fleld  of  snow. 
Over  a  glacier  buried  far  below.” 


I  am  tempted  to  quote  another  of  these  poems  from 
“Script  for  the  Journey”: 


The  Place  of  Peace 


“At  the  heart  of  the  cyclone  tearing  the  sky 
And  flinging  the  clouds  and  the  towers  by 
Is  a  place  of  central  calm: 

So  here  in  the  roar  of  mortal  things 
I  have  a  place  where  my  spirit  sings. 

In  the  hollow  of  God’s  palm.” 


He  also  has  a  section  in  this  great  book  called  “The 
Hero  of  the  Cross,”  and  every  poem  in  it  is  a  tender, 
understanding  study  of  the  experiences  of  Jesus  under 
the  following  titles :  “The  Lord  of  All,”  “The  Consecra¬ 
tion  of  the  Common  Way,”  “The  Song  of  the  Magi,”  “The 
Garden  of  the  Sepulchre,”  and  “After  the  Sepulchre.” 

The  hour  has  come  for  all  preachers  to  get  acquainted 
with  Edwin  Markham.  They  will  find  him  to  be  their 
greatest  friend,  and  the  greatest  poet-friend  of  the  Christ  JM 
that  we  have  produced  in  America.  I  know  the  poets  of 
America,  and  I  make  this  statement  without  fear  of  any 
forceful  rebuttal  from  any  source,  academic  or  minis¬ 
terial.  If  I  were  to  suggest  any  single  book  of  Mark¬ 
ham’s  for  the  preacher,  it  would  not  be  “Lincoln  and 
Other  Poems,”  or  “The  Man  With  the  Hoe,”  or  “The 
Gates  of  Paradise,”  but  “The  Shoes  of  Happiness.”  Every 
line  in  this  comparatively  unknown  book  is  a  preacher’s 
line,  written  for  him,  written  from  his  viewpoint,  written 
with  his  gospel — social,  personal,  and  universal  in  mind. 

Sermons,  lectures,  and  readings  from  Edwin  Mark¬ 
ham  will  be  timely  this  year  of  his  seventy-fifth  anniver¬ 
sary.  He  will  be  honored  all  over  the  world.  California 
will  have  him  all  of  April,  and  the  University  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  other  great  educational  institutions  are  plan¬ 
ning  celebrations  in  his  honor.  The  Middle  West  will 
have  him  all  of  May,  and  five  great  educational  institu¬ 
tions  are  giving  him  honor  and  recognition.  It  is  a  good 
year  for  Methodist  preachers  to  get  acquainted  with 
again,  and  to  preach  the  Christian  gospel  in  a  new  and 
a  fresher  medium  by  using  Markham’s  great  poems  in¬ 
terpreting  Christ  and  the  Christ-spirit. 
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Reasons 

For  Prohibition  in  This  Generation 

_  t 

By  Colonel  Raymond  Robins 


Extracts  from  address  at  Annual  Meeting  at  Washington  of  the 
Citizens’  Committee  of  One  Thousand  for  Law  Observance  and  En¬ 
forcement. 

First,  prohibition  came  to  the  United  States  in 
this  generation,  in  part,  because  of  the  close  of  the 
frontier.  You  may  think  I  am  far  afield.  I  am 

not. 

People  saw  the  promise  of  better  things,  and  started 
their  movement  westward,  seeking  to  escape  from  eco¬ 
nomic,  social,  and  religious  pressure.  Ever  westward 
has  been  the  vast  trek  of  mankind. 

Western  Asia,  eastern  Europe,  western  Europe,  the 
British  Isles,  and  then  across  the  surging  Atlantic  to 
the  bleak  New  England  shores  and  to  the  happier  shores 
of  the  South,  was  the  challenge  of  a  new  hope,  a  new 
means  of  escape  from  the  past  pressure  on  the  human 
race.  There  their  sons  picked  up  the  trail  and  carried 
it  over  the  Alleghenies,  and  ever  westward,  over  the  bosom 
of  the  Father  of  Waters,  across  the  Great  Plains  to  the 
foothills  of  the  Rockies,  and  there  it  rested  for  a  time, 
and  then  ever  westward  over  the  Continental  Divide,  and 
then  on  to  the  shore  of  the  beautiful  Pacific.  There  it 
rested  for  twenty  years,  and  then  we  picked  it  up,  west¬ 
ward  and  northward,  and  carried  it  forward  until  we 
reached  the  Behring  Sea  on  the  north. 

Eager-hearted  boys  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
Maine,  in  California,  in  Florida,  wherever  they  are,  boys 
and  girls  with  questions  in  their  hearts,  with  desire  to 
free  themselves  and  get  away  from  the  shelter,  possibly, 
of  a  father’s  home — that  is  the  quest  of  the  human  heart. 
What  are  they  thinking  about.?  About  the  frontier. 

The  old  frontier  has  ceased  to  exist.  They  are  think¬ 
ing  about  Chicago,  New  York,  San  Francisco,  Pittsburgh, 
and  the  great  industrial  towns  of  New  England,  and  they 
are  to-day  pouring  into  those  communities.  This  nation 
began  96  per  cent  rural.  It  is  54  per  cent  urban  at  this 
moment,  and  that  percentage  is  increasing  rapidly. 

The  social  implications  of  individual  action  are  wholly 
different  in  the  two  situations.  A  man  getting  drunk 
in  his  farm  home,  or  driving  along  a  country  road  with 
mules  or  oxen  going  six  miles  an  hour,  was  not  so  serious. 
The  mules  or  the  oxen  would  take  him  home.  But  now 
in  a  sixty-miles-an-hour  world,  with  crowded  commu¬ 
nities,  the  drunken  hand  on  the  wheel  has  a  wholly  dif¬ 
ferent  social  implication.  There  you  find  one  of  the  rea¬ 
sons  why  society  has  had  to  relieve  the  community  from 
the  danger  and  menace  of  alcoholic  waste,  poisoning,  in¬ 
efficiency,  and  incompetency. 

There  is  another  reason.  We  are  the  greatest  me¬ 
chanical  and  engineering  people  in  the  world.  Power 
under  control — for  that  is  all  an  automobile  is — ^has 
more  devices  in  this  country  than  in  any  other  nation  in 
the  world.  Thirty  years  ago  we  made  a  rule  that  loco¬ 
motive  engineers  in  this  country  could  not  drink;  they 
had  to  be  teetotalers.  Nobody  wanted  to  limit  the  per¬ 
sonal  liberties  of  locomotive  engineers ;  but  everybody 
knew  that  locomotive  engineers,  whose  business  it  was  to 
protect  life  and  property,  could  not  do  so  if  they  were 


drinking  engineers.  And  nobpdy  in  the  country  wanted 
to  ride  on  trains  that  were  run  by  engineers  who  were 
drinking  men.  And  nobody,  from  President  Nicholaa 
Murray  Butler,  who  has  so  much  to  say  about  personal 
liberty  and  prohibition  laws,  down  or  up,  if  he  were  going 
from  Chicago  to  New  York  on  the  Twentieth  Centijry 
Limited,  would  want  to  have  a  drunken  hand  on  the  throt¬ 
tle.  That  condition  which  was  necessary  for  a  class- 
thirty  years  ago  has  now,  by  reason  of  the  diffusion  of 
mechanical  and  engineering  power  throughout  the  mass 
of  the  people,  become  necessary  for  the  whole  people,  to 
protect  the  life  and  property  of  all  of  us. 

There  is  a  third  reason.  The  diffusion  of  a  better 
standard  of  living,  of  a  larger  means  of  recreation  and  of 
personal  happiness  in  a  material  sense.  The  spread  of 
general  education  has  been  greater  in  those  thirty  years 
than  in  any  other  previous  period  in  the  world’s  life. 

The  part  that  liquor  played  in  the  social  life  and  habits 
of  the  people  has  been  wholly  changed,  so  far  as  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  it  is  concerned,  within  the  thirty  years.  These 
thirty  years  have  seen  the  widest  diffusion  of  general 
intelligence ;  the  widest  diffusion  of  general  recreation,  the 
coming  of  the  movie,  the  radio,  the  Ford  car,  giving  all 
kinds  of  opportunity  for  a  better  type  of  recreation. 
These  things  have  changed  the  burden  and  necessity  of 
artificial  stimulation  so  far  as  the  vast  mass  of  the  peojde 
is  concerned. 

And  side  by  side  with  that  education  has  gone  on 
another  education.  We  have  learned  the  effect  of  alco¬ 
holic  stimulation  and  poison  upon  the  human  body.  We 
have  learned  that  it  is  injurious  in  every  way. 

A  group  of  Germans  have  been  studying  the  effects 
of  alcoholic  stimulation  on  men  and  women,  and  in  a 
unanimous  report  which  they  have  made,  they  tell  us  that 
it  has  the  effect  to  deflect  the  accuracy  of  the  message 
sent  by  the  brain  along  the  nerves  to  the  muscles,  so  that 
a  fine  marksman  shot  a  little  off  after  he  had  had  a  drink 
or  two;  and  that  a  fine  draftsman  drew  his  lines  a  little 
irregular  after  he  had  had  a  drink  or  two.  And  a  peculiar 
thing  in  that  study  by  the  Germans  was  this,  that  the 
lower  the  type,  or  more  phlegmatic  or  stolid  the  subject, 
the  less  the  effect,  and  the  more  sensitive  and  higher  the 
nervous  tension,  the  higher  the  type  of  mind,  the  greater 
the  effect.  So  when  a  man  says  to  you  that  he  can  take 
three  or  four  drinks  without  affecting  him,  it  may  be 
true,  but  it  is  not  very  complimentary  to  him. 

There  is  another  reason.  We  men  and  women  of  Amer¬ 
ica  are  not  a  temperate  people.  We  might  as  well  be 
honest  with  ourselves.  It  is  a  fact  that  we  may  think 
we  are  following  the  Scriptural  injunction,  and  we  do 
things  in  a  large  way,  “Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to 
do,  do  it  with  thy  might.”  We  throw  ourselves  into 
anything  we  do  or  undertake  until  we  overdo  it. 

All  this  talk  about  light  wines  and  beers  is  pure 
unadulterated  bunk,  and  the  people  who  are  doing  the 
talking  about  it  do  not  want  it.  They  want  whiskey  and 
they  want  it  straight.  They  want  cocktails  and  high¬ 
balls  and  whisky  sours  and  mint  julep.  I  come  from 
Kentucky,  and  I  know.  And  the  reality  is  that  the  people 
of  America,  by  reason  of  their  characteristics  and  their 
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social  tendencies,  cannot  be  temperate  with  alcoholic 
stimulation.  And  the  fact  is  that  we  want  a  kick,  and 
we  want  it  fast,  and  if  we  do  not  get  it  with  one  drink 
we  take  another  to  get  the  kick.  This  has  been  one  of  the 
reasons  why  it  has  been  necessary  in  our  present  day  to 
have  prohibition. 

There  is  another  reason.  The  liquor  traffic  itself 
is  more  responsible  at  this  hour  for  prohibition  and  its 
immediacy  in  the  United  States  than  any  other  one  single 
force.  I  am  not  a  fanatic. 

I  know  some  distillers,  and  there  are  some  mighty 
fine  men  among  them.  But  the  more  commercially-minded 
among  them  said,  “We  are  not  getting  as  much  money 
as  we  could  get  out  of  this,”  and  they  began  to  buy  up 
every  available  corner  and  established  saloons,  and  they 
began  to  pick  up  the  ex-convicts  and  put  them  behind 
the  bar,  and  said:  “Gret  the  booze  across;  get  the  booze 


across,  and  we  will  pay  you  a  commission  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  you  put  over.” 

That  was  the  organized  saloon.  And  that  kind  of 
an  organized  saloon  soon  gathered  around  it  organized 
gambling  and  organized  prostitution,  and  it  was  not  long 
until  it  became  a  stench  in  the  nostrils  of  the  people  of 
the  community,  and  a  menace  to  the  children,  to  the  homes, 
to  the  church  and  the  school.  The  aroused  conscience 
of  the  country  arose  and  outlawed  it,  and  made  the  saloon 
an  outlaw  among  the  institutions  of  the  land.  And  now 
there  is  not  a  single  saloon  under  the  flag,  and  in  my 
judgment  the  saloon  can  never  come  back  to  the  United 
States. 

That  is  the  force,  economically,  socially,  education¬ 
ally,  which,  more  than  agitation,  than  mere  moral  enthusi¬ 
asm,  is  responsible  for  the  coming  of  prohibition  to  the 
United  States. 


Are  the  Ten  Commandments 

Obsolescent? 

By  Bishop  Wilbur  P.  Thirkield 


The  young  people  in  a  woman’s  college  have  re¬ 
vised  them.  They  seem  to  have  passed  out  of  the 
memory  of  multitudes  of  young  men.  A  college 
man  was  plajdng  jazz.  In  conversation  he  was  asked, 
“Do  you  know  the  Ten  Commandments.?”  “No,  but  if 
you  will  just  hum  ’em  I  think  I  can  catch  the  tune  and 
play  ’em.” 

Are  they  to  drop  out  of  life  as  they  have  out  of  the 
service  of  worship  in  the  sanctuary?  A  call  made  many 
times  has  shown  that  not  one  minister  in  fifty  reads  them 
in  the  congregation  once  in  six  months.  They  used  to  be 
illuminated  on  the  front  walls  of  the  church,  staring 
the  congregation  in  the  face.  But  now  often  nonde¬ 
script  decorations  have  replaced  them. 

An  American  writer  tells  the  story  of  an  old  Negro 
preacher  who  wore  a  Prince  Albert  coat  on  which  the 
Ten  Commandments  were  embroidered  in  many  colors. 
This  gives  point  to  the  suggestion  of  a  leading  preacher 
that  many  people  are  making  the  same  mistake.  Ethical 
in  their  speech,  the  Ten  Commandments  are  not  written 
in  their  heart  or  exemplified  in  their  conduct. 

It  is  a  solemn  question :  Is  it  not  an'  hour  when  the 
Ten  Commandments  should  again  take  hold  of  the 
thought  and  conscience  of  the  people?  Is  it  not  a  time 
when  our  people  are  going  after  other  gods?  How  the 
name  of  God  is  blasphemed  and  the  holy  day  has  now 
become  a  holiday!  The  sanctity  of  marriage  is  dese¬ 
crated  and  the  home  imperiled.  Adulterers  and  forni¬ 
cators  parade  their  vices  unabashed  and  unashamed. 
Men  covet  their  neighbors’  wives.  They  covertly  enter 
and  break  up  homes.  The  cry  of  little  children,  worse 
than  orphans,  is  abroad  in  the  land. 

And  “scoffiaws”  defy  law  and  decency.  The  laws 
of  state  and  the  sanctions  of  society  are  violated.  The 
terms  of  the  Constitution  itself  are  openly  flouted.  The 
author  of  “The  World  and  Its  Meaning,”  a  book  marked 
by  soberness  and  restraint,  sounds  a  warning  note.  He 
sees  “a  crisis  that  has  arisen  in  the  moral  progress  of 
the  world  through  the  failure  in  social  morale.”  If  this 
is  not  curbed,  he  predicts  “the  dark  ages  that  would 


follow”  and  “the  long  centuries  of  social  decadence  that 
would  ensue.  Since  the  Great  War  the  world  is  full  of 
wasters  and  grafters  and  despoilers  of  women  and  break¬ 
ers  of  law  and  destroyers  of  the  home  and  traitors  to 
peace  and  justice.”  It  is  no  secret  that  our  great  cities 
are  centers  of  lawlessness  and  even  defiance  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution. 

Face  to  face  with  peril  to  society,  the  church,  and 
the  nation,  let  the  Commandments  be  restored  to  their 
place  in  the  order  of  worship  as  John  Wesley  designed 
in  his  Sunday  seiwice  for  “the  Societies  in  America.”* 
Let  them  be  read  with  the  choral  responses  at  the 
communion  service,  the  people  bowing  down  and  asking 
God’s  mercy  for  their  transgressions  in  time  past  and 
grace  to  keep  the  law  in  time  to  come. 

Led  by  a  choir  of  ministers,  I  have  used  the  Com¬ 
mandments  with  choral  responses  (Hymnal  No.  738)  at 
the  communion  service  in  Annual  Conferences  with 
gracious  and  subduing  effect:  “Lord,  have  mercy  upon 
us  and  incline  our  hearts  to  keep  this  law” ;  .  .  .  and 

write  all  these  thy  law  in  our  hearts,  we  beseech  thee.” 
If  ever  there  was  a  time  when  this  prayer  should  be 
uttered  in  the  sanctuary,  it  is  now.  Let  the  sermon  be 
abbreviated  on  communion  Sunday  that  the  people  may 
hear  God’s  voice  in  the  Commandments. 

Appropriate  opening  sentences  may  be  used  as  follows: 

Minister:  Blessed  are  the  undefiled  in  the  way;  who  walk 
in  the  law  of  the  Lord. 

Answer:  Order  my  steps  in  Thy  Word:  and  let  not  any 
iniquity  have  dominion  over  me. 

Minister:  Blessed  are  they  that  keep  His  testimonies; 
and  that  seek  Him  with  the  whole  heart. 

Answer:  With  my  whole  heart  have  I  sought  Thee:  0 
let  me  not  wander  from  thy  Commandments. 

•Out  of  print  but  now  available  in  “Service  and  Prayers  for 
Church  and  Home”  (Methodist  Book  Concern). 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


is  not  available.  So  these  unfortunates,  bj 
the  million,  live  on  with  no  hope  of  being 
healed,  having  only  the  scant  charity  of 
masses,  already  poor  themselves,  to  depend 
upon.  The  Orient  is  filled  with  such.  Only 
the  healing  of  the  Son  of  God,  as  He  may 
bring  the  triumphs  of  the  kingdom  of  grace 
with  every  gift  of  healing,  can  save  them. 
Only  Christian  lands  have  phTsicians  and 
hospitals  to  meet  the  need  of  all  Who  apply 
for  aid. 

It  is  not  only  the  bodies,  but  the  souls  of 
Peter;  Method  of  Preaching.  This  they  ““  t^at  are  deformed  In  wery  land  w^re 
did,  not  because  Peter  had  told  them  whdt 
Jesus  could  do  or  what  Jesus  had  done  in 
times  past,  but  because  be  had  told  them 

that  it  was  Jesus  through  whom  was  done  BPirit.  ^hdr  heart  is  sh^owed  hy  the 

the  remarkable  thing  wlich  they  had  wit-  hopeleMness  of  ignorance  and  supersfiUon, 

nessed.  He  had  already  used  this  method 

very  effectively  at  Pentewst.  Paul  also  used  *•  despairtog  cry  for  help  that 

it  when  it  was  convenient  for  him.  I  don’t  ***' 

know  what  to  name  thU  method;  but  you  «om  may  come  that  way  with  the  fi^ess 

can  see  what  it  is:  it  is  explaining  that  it  is 

Jesus  who  has  done  something  In  the  life  of  t  #  *,  i  .1 

men  of  the  day  whom  the  pwple  may  know  ^he  transformation  was  complete  and 

or  know  of  rather  than  d^aring  what  Je-  f  cripple, 

sus  can  do-not  a  poor  method  at  all,  we  Ji® 

should  say.  tlod.  Such  transformation  is  noticeable  in 

a  j  „  .  .  .  ,  any  life  healed  by  divine  power,  and  can  be 

anggeetvc^  from  Method,  ^d  geen  In  whole  communities  in  the  South  Sea 

may  it  not  be  possible  that  our  preaching  islands,  or  in  the  gospel  sunlight  portions 
t^ay  would  g^n  g^eaUy  to  convincingness  of  Africa  and  of  Asia.  Silver  and  gold  wiU 
if  we  seek  to  adopt  this  method  to  a  greater  ^ot  redeem,  or  Africa  would  be  the  most 
extent?  And  s^uld  we  not  seek  more  to  heavenly  of  places.  The  peoples  of  the  world 
«t  onr  demoastrations  of  the  cannot  be  made  whole  except  by  the  power 

Jmiw  from  the  life  of  modern  men?  The  of  Christ,  by  whom  this  man  was  made 
thinking  young  people  to  whom  we  preach  ^hole 
to-day  want  a  I^rd  who  can  do  things  for  oammok  semikart. 

•MAM  Aa  aa  AIbaa.  a—a  a  a.  J A.  _ _ 1 ^ 
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Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Bay  Springt,  Mi$$. — Easter  was  a  high  day 
here.  We  raised  $66  for  World  ^rvice. 
The  work  is  still  alive,  and  we  are  all  in  love 
and  doing  a  real  work  for  the  Master. — 
J.  M.  Griffin,  Reporter. 

Deeherd,  T enn. — A  missionary  rally  was 
held  at  Pelham  Church  on  Easter  Sunday. 
The  Rev,  J.  W.  Betty  and  the  Rev.  A.  L. 
Southern  were  present  at  the  morning  serv¬ 
ices.  The  Rev.  Taylor,  of  Decherd,  was 
present  at  the  afternoon  service.  Collection 
for  missionary  causes,  $32.12;  pastor’s  sal¬ 
ary,  $6;  total  for  the  day,  $37.12. — Reporter. 

Hoxuton,  Texas. — Easter  Sunday  was  a 
great  day  at  Boynton  Methodist  Episcopai 
Church,  beginning  at  4  o’clock  in  the  morning. 
Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  T.  M.  Jackson,  preached 
the  resurrection  sermon  to  a  crowded  house 
from  St.  Luke  24.  13.  In  the  afternoon  and 
night,  a  great  program  was  rendered  by 
the  Sunday  school,  and  more  than  $800  was 
raised. — Mrs.  L.  A.  Steptoe,  Reporter. 

Queen  City,  Texas. — On  April  16  and  17, 
we  celebrated  Easter  at  Bethel  Methoaist 
Episcopal  Church.  Sunday  school  was  held 
at  9.46  A.  M.,  and  at  11  o’clock  lha  paster 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon.  The  mem¬ 
bership  was  divided  into  fourteen  teams,  but 
due  to  bad  weather,  only  about  half  of  t^iem 
reported.  We  raised  on  World  Service, 
$68.01. — Rev,  K.  S.  E.  Henry,  Pastor;  Lucy 
Mae  Johnson,  Reporter. 

MeMinnville,  Tenn. — Clarks  Chapel;  Un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Patilla, 
the  church  is  progressing  nicely.  Easter 
Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  the  service  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor,  who  preached  a  very 
interesting  sermon,  choosing  for  his  text. 
Matt.  28.  6 ;  subject,  “The  Resurrection.”  At 
night  a  program  was  rendered  by  the  church, 
which  was  highly  enjoyed  by  all.  Amount 
raised  for  World  Service,  $60. — Martha  Mar¬ 
tin,  Reporter. 

Stringer,  Miss. — Sunday,  April  17,  was  a 
high  day  at  this  place.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
J.  H.  Hendrix,  preached  from  Matt.  28.  6. 
Our  hope  is  that  the  Rev.  Hendrix  will  re¬ 
main  with  us  on  the  Bay  Springs  charge. 
The  following  is  a  report  from  captains: 
Sister  Ida  McRee,  $21.40;  Lettie  Wesley,  $1; 
Rachael  Barnett,  $2;  Ella  McCullum,  $8.IW; 
Sarah  Laster,  $7.42;  Grade  Shelby,  $1.36; 
total  for  captains,  $41.37;  grand  total  for 
day,  $66.10. — Reporter. 

New  Albany,  Miss. — The  pastor.  Rev.  J.  R. 
Little,  had  a  stroke  of  paralysis  on  April 
12  at  the  home  of  B.  J.  Lidddl.  The  Rev. 
Little  has  been  our  pastor  for  two  years,  and 
has  served  faithfully.  He  and  wife  wish  to 
thank  the  members  of  the  New  Albany  cir¬ 
cuit  for  the  help  w’hich  they  have  given  them 
during  his  illness.  He  asks  the  prayers  of 
every  Christian  and  friend  of  the  Holly 
Springs  District,  and  others.  May  God  bless 
his  family. — G.  Liddell,  Reporter. 

Cherry  Valley,  Tenn. — The  Willing  Work¬ 
ers’  Club  met  at  Dowell’s  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  April  24.  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  the  president,  Mr. 
T.  B.  Alexander,  and  after  the  devotional 
service  we  rendered  an  excellent  program. 
The  Rev.  A.  D.  Butler,  pastor,  gave  a  won¬ 
derful  talk.  On  April  28,  the  Willing  Work¬ 
ers  gave  an  ice  cream  entertainment  at 
Dowdl’s  Chapel,  and  raised  $6.60. — Mr.  T.  B. 
Alexander,  President;  Miss  G.  M.  Scales, 
Secretary. 

Bryan,  Texas. — Easter  was  a  high  day 
over  the  Bryan  circuit.  The  people  seem 
to  be  taking  on  new  life.  Our  churches  are 
progressing  nicely  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  G.  L.  I^ud.  He  truly  is  a  Chris¬ 
tian  man  and  a  gospel  preacher.  We  thank 
the  bishop  for  sending  him  to  us.  We  are 
glad  to  report  the  total  amount  of  $100 
raised  for  World  Service.  We  are  expecting 
to  raise  our  entire  quota  by  the  Annual  Con¬ 


ference.  We  ask  the  prayers  of  all  the  faith¬ 
ful. — Rev.  Arthur  Nelson,  Reporter. 

New  Smyrna,  Fla. — St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church;  Easter  Sunday,  Mr.  C. 

R.  Rouse,  superintendent,  and  his  staff  of 
teachers  rendered  a  very  interesting  pro¬ 
gram.  It  was  a  pageant  in  two  acts,  en¬ 
titled,  “The  Risen  Christ.”  We  had  a  full 
house.  Collection  for  the  day,  $30.  Mrs. 
M.  Russell,  the  first  Bible  teacher,  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  League,  is  a  live  wire.  She 
knows  how  to  do  things  that  will  catch  and 
grip  the  people.  Mr.  Rouse  is  blessed  in 
having  such  great  help  in  directing  the  young 
folks  in  social  and  religious  services. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — Busy  Bee  Cluh  of  Dun¬ 
can  Chapel  gave  a  baby  contest  at  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  Mrs.  P.  E.  Clark,  April  22.  The 
baby  receiving  the  highest  amount  was  given 
$2.60  in  gold,  and  the  next  $1.60  in  cash.  The 
babies  were  served  ice  cream  free.  Amount 
raised  during  the  contest  was  $16.66.  Every» 
one  enjoyed  the  contest.  The  baby  receiving 
the  first  prise  was  represented  by  Miss  Rossie 
Brown,  and  the  second  by  Mrs.  Hattie  Jor¬ 
dan.  The  club  is  doing  splendid  work  under 
our  leader,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Brooks. — Mrs. 
P.  E.  Clark,  President;  Miss  Frankie  Smith, 
Reporter. 

McMinnville,  Tenn. — Smith  Chapel:  On 
April  17,  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Holden, 
was  present  and  delivered  a  short  sermon 
on  the  “Resurrection.”  He  was  called  away 
suddenly  to  attend  a  funeral.  At  7  P.  M. 
he  was  present  and  preached  with  the  Spirit, 
“Greater  love  hath  no  man,”  etc.  The  Spirit 
moved  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  The  trus¬ 
tees  are  doing  a  great  work  on  our  church, 
painting,  and  enlarging  the  pulpit,  and  build¬ 
ing  concrete  steps.  Total  amount  spent  on 
repairs,  $30.60.  We  pray  God’s  blessings, 
that  the  work  may  be  completed. — Josie 
Looper,  Reporter. 

Fort  Scott,  Kan. — Sunday,  April  10,  was 
rally  day  tor  Zion  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  for  parsonage  indebtedness. 
The  church  was  divided  under  four  captains, 
and  with  the  help  of  the  city  churches,  raised 
for  the  day,  $232.61.  Under  the  leadership 
of  our  enthusiastic  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  J. 
Moore,  we  feel  that  we  will  succeed.  May  the 
Lord  bless  him.  On  Easter  Sunday,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Sunday-school  superin¬ 
tendent,  Attorney  W.  O.  Re3mold8,  the  school 
rendered  its  pro^am  at  night,  which  was 
enjoyed  by  all.  The  collection  was  $9.70. — 
F.  Wade,  Reporter. 

Columbus,  Ohio. — On  Wednesday  evening, 
April  18,  after  class  meeting,  which  was  very 
gratifying,  there  was  a  reception  given  in 
the  honor  of  the  faithful  ones,  and  the  pas¬ 
tor  included.  The  occasion  was  great. 
Many  were  present  and  enjoyed  themselves. 
Timely  after-dinner  speeches  were  made  by 
the  guests.  The  Rev.  Chinn  was  master  of 
ceremonies.  The  colors  were  pink  and  white. 
We  all  wish  the  treasurer,  Bro.  W.  Worth¬ 
ington,  many  prosperous  years  for  his  work, 
and  also  others.  The  Sunday-school  super¬ 
intendent  was  out  for  an  enjoyable  time,  tell¬ 
ing  the  committee  to  have  him  again  soon,  if 
they  please. — F.  W.  Twitty,  Reporter. 

Cuero,  Texas. — Brothers  Chapel:  We  are 
pleased  to  say  that  Brothers  Chapel  is  one 
hundred  per  cent.  We  must  say  that  we 
have  one  of  the  strongest  leaders  in  the 
West  Texas  Conference.  He  has  put  his 
whole  soul,  life,  and  strength  and  money  into 
his  work.  His  members  are  loyal  to  him; 
they  love  and  respect  him,  and  carry  out  his 
every  request.  On  Easter  Sunday  the  faith¬ 
ful  members  raised  the  entire  World  Service 
quota,  which  was  $225.  In  looking  back  over 
the  past  years,  all  officers  and  members  can 
now  appreciate  the  improvement  made  in 
our  church  by  our  dear  pastor,  the  Rev.  R. 

S.  Mosby. — Evamgelin  Mathis,  Reporter. 

Spring  HUl,  Tenn. — John  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcoped  Church:  The  Easter  sermon 
was  preached  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  A.  Springer, 


from  Matt.  28.  6.  Under  the  leadership  of 
our  pastor  the  church  has  been  constantly 
growing  financialiy  and  spiritually.  We  are 
asked  by  the  district  superintendent  to  raise 
$20  for  World  Service.  Our  program  for 
Easter  was  conducted,  and  at  2.80  P.  M. 
Sister  L.  A.  Hill,  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society,  from  Lewisburg,  Tenn., 
spent  a  few  days  with  us  and  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  speaker,  raising  $12.83  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice.  The  Rev.  Springer  is  bringing  our 
church  back  to  its  rightful  place. — B.  Cheers, 
Reporter. 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Seay  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Our  Easter  services  were 
a  complete  success,  both  financially  and 
spiritually.  The  following  captains  deserve 
much  credit  for  their  faithful  work:  Mrs. 
Mary  D.  Owens,  $110.20;  Mrs.  Charolette 
Johnson,  $33.10;  Mrs.  Rosa  Winstead, 
$110.40;  Mrs.  Roberta  Henely,  $42.60;  Miss 
Beatrice  Johnson,  $36.20;  Mrs.  Emma  Hen¬ 
derson,  $37.86;  Mrs.  Lula  Allen,  $60.81;  Mrs. 
Mollie  Cemland,  $77.34;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B. 
Steward,  ^.66;  Miss  Annie  L.  Paynes,  $40; 
young  people’s  club.  Miss  Christina  Haw- 
icln,  $6.16;  Sunday  school  and  church,  $39.94; 
grand  total,  $638.85. — Rev.  L.  A.  Armstrong, 
Pastor;  Mrs.  Charolette  Johnson,  Reporter. 


Dublin,  Oa. — Howard  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Our  Easter  services  were 
quite  a  success.  At  11  M.  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  J.  R.  Wallace,  preached  a  soul-stir¬ 
ring  sermon  from  St.  John  20.  11;  subject, 
“Love,  Loneliness,  and  Life.”  At  8.30  P.  M. 
the  Easter  ptogram  was  rendered  to  a 
crowded  house.  The  Easter  rally  was  quite  a 
success.  At  the  close  of  the  program  the 
clubs  reported,  as  follows:  No.  1,  T.  M.  How¬ 
ard,  $41.78;  No.  2,  H.  G.  Gordon,  $9.37; 
No.  8,  Zimmie  Hicks,  40  cents;  No.  4,  the 
pastor  and  children,  $3.05;  grand  total  for 
World  Service,  $63.66.  Brother  T.  M.  How¬ 
ard  and  his  good  wife  deserve  much  praise 
and  credit. — Rev.  J.  R.  Wallace,  Pastor; 
Annie  Mae  Roberson,  Reporter. 

Stovall,  Oa. — Greenville  and  Stovall 
charge:  Sunday,  April  17,  was  pastoral  day 
at  Stovall.  Our  pastor  preached  the  Easter 
sermon  at  11  A.  M.,  and  preached  at  3  P.  M. 
in  Greenville.  The  Easter  program  was 
conducted  at  night  at  each  church.  The  pas¬ 
tor  bad  his  plans  well  in  hand.  At  Green¬ 
ville  we  had  a  full  house  and  an  excellent 
program.  It  was  said  to  he  one  of  the  best 
programs  in  the  history  of  the  church.  At 
Stovall  we  did  not  have  standing  room,  and 
an  excellent  program  was  rendered.  Total 
collection  for  Easter  for  both  churches  was 
$126;  for  pastor,  $22;  total  for  the  day,  $147. 
We  thank  the  bishop  and  his  cabinet  for 
sending  us  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Pinkney  to  serve 
us  as  pastor. — Miss  Etha  Love  joy.  Reporter. 

Sherrills  Ford,  N.  C. — Easter  was  a  great 
day  on  the  Sherrills  Ford  and  Denver  charge. 
At  11  A.  M.,  at  Motts  Grove,  the  Easter 
message  was  delivered  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
A.  E.  Robinson,  who  preached  to  the  de¬ 
light  of  all  who  heard  him.  The  following 
clubs  reported;  No.  1,  Mrs.  S.  Abernethy, 
$11;  No.  2,  Mrs.  C.  Little,  .$3.50;  No.  3, 
Mr.  F.  D.  Gabriel,  ,$1.15;  No.  4,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Farrer,  $1.05;  public  collection,  $8.  At  2 
P.  M.  a  splendid  Easter  program  was  ren¬ 
dered  under  the  auspices  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Mc- 
Corkle,  one  of  the  best  ever  witnessed  at 
Denver  church.  Each  member  had  subscribed 
for  World  Service  and  paid  their  pledges. 
Amount  raised,  $28;  total  raised  on  the 
charge  for  the  day,  $68. — Mrs.  Saphronia 
Abernethy,  Reporter. 

Castleberry,  Ala. — We  are  very  thankful 
to  Bishop  Clair  for  sending  us  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  G.  W.  Washington.  Since  being 
here,  he  and  his  faithful  wife  have  worked 
hard  to  try  to  bring  things  to  pass. 
auxiliaries  of  the  church  are  in  good  working 
condition.  Easter  was  a  high  day  at  both 
churches.  The  auxiliaries  reported  nice 
sums  of  money  for  the  cause.  We  had  on  • 
contest  with  the  children.  Our  pastor’* 
daughter  reported  $2.40  for  World  Service, 
receiving  the  first  prize;  the  second  prUe 
went  to  Miss  Ella  Mary,  who  raised  $1.26; 
the  amount  raised  by  the  children  was  .$6.84. 
We  are  glad  to  say  that  Castleberry  circuit 
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raised  on  Easter,  $82.  We  are  still  working 
for  this  great  cause.  Pray  for  our  success. 
— Leanna  Nettles,  Reporter. 

Livingston,  Texas.— We  wish  to  thank  the 
1  good  members  and  friends  of  the  Livingston 
circuit  for  their  loyal  support  in  our  most 
successful  World  Service  rally  on  Easter. 
After  the  morning  service,  $123.21  was  placed 
on  the  table.  The  men  raised  $56 ;  the  women, 
$63.21;  Swartant,  $71;  Tiggerville,  $26.  We 
came  back  to  Livingston  Sunday  night  to 
witness  the  great  program  conducted  by 
Mrs.^  C.  Sykes,  Mrs.  K.  E.  M.  Summers,  Mrs. 
Maria  Collins,  and  others.  We  closed  out 
with  a  sum  total  of  $268.76.  Our  World 
Service  apportionment  was  $260.  We  are 
over  the  top.  Look  for  a  round  report: 
$126  for  ^  Wiley,  and  $46  for  other  causes 
by  the  District  Conference,  will  put  us  over 
tlie  top  for  all  causes.  God  bless  these  good 
people. — E.  W.  Summers,  Pastor* 

Tullahoma,  Tenn. — Howard  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church;  Easter  Sunday  was 
a  high  day.  We  are  glad  to  have  our  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Burnley,  return  to  us 
for  the  third  year.  He  is  a  wide-awake  pas¬ 
tor,  and  we  are  glad  to  say  that  we  are 
bringing  things  to  pass  under  his  leadership. 
Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  Mrs.  Whitaker  preached 
from  the  text  found  in  St.  John  12.  21.  The 
sermon  was  enjoyed  by  all  who  heard  her. 
Tlie  Easter  program  was  rendered  at  3  P.  M. 
Mrs.  Burnley  had  charge  of  the  program. 
She  worked  untiringly  to  help  us  with  the 
task  of  the  church.  We  shall  never  forget 
her.  At  night,  the  Rev.  Tate,  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  white,  preached  a  delightful  sermon. 
Our  Easter  collection  amounted  to  $40. — 
Rev.  J.  A.  Burnley,  Pastor;  Mary  Dowell, 
Reporter. 

Princeton,  Kg.— On  Sunday,  April  24,  the 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  closed  a 
prosperous  Conference  year  with  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  rally.  There  were  ten  clubs,  and 
each  club  was  asked  to  bring  in  ten  dollars. 
Following  is  the  report  of  each  club:  No.  1, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  Holden,  $20.10;  No.  2, 
-Mrs.  M.  Cook  and  Miss  B.  Edmond.s,  $15.35; 
Xo.  .3,  Mrs.  W.  Copeland  and  Mrs.  A.  Brey- 
ley,  $10.80;  No.  4,  R.  E.  Acton  and  E.  Ray, 
$23.43;  No.  6,  Prof.  H.  D.  Crowe  and  Mrs 
D.  Pettit,  $8.05;  No.  6,  Mr.  E.  Powell  and 
Miss  R.  Debney,  $14.20;  No.  7,  Prof.  J.  S. 
Foreman  and  Mrs.  L.  Young,  .$1.05;  No.  8, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clyde  Crowe,  .$;1.10;  No.  9, 
Mrs.  .M.  Powell  and  Mrs.  R.  Grooms,  $6.65; 
No.  10,  Misses  Woods,  Holden,  and  Grooms, 
$12.20;  total,  $114.9.3.— Rev.  R.  Acton,  Pas¬ 
tor;  R.  E.  Acton,  Reporter. 

Starkville,  Miss. — Griffin  Chapel  is  still 
alive  and  on  the  forward  march  in  the  King’s 
business.  On  April  12,  our  own  Mrs.  Mary 
Jones,  evangelist,  came  to  us  and  began  n 
wrics  of  meetings,  running  through  the  17th 
Though  the  weather  was  inclement,  large 
crowds  filled  the  pews  each  night.  The  news 
of  her  wonderful  messages  spread  all  over 
town  and  the  country  like  wildfire;  the  ush¬ 
ers  could  scarcely  seat  the  people  who  came 
to  liear  her  most  eloquent  sermons.  We  had 
SIX  converts  and  accessions  to  the  church, 
with  «  unanimous  vote  for  better  living. 
Her  main  theme  was  “Right  Living.”  We 
feel  that  we  have  been  greatly  enlightened 
M  many  things  by  her  presence  with  us. 
Had  an  excellent  program  Easter  Sunday; 
over  the  top  with  World  Service.— (Mrs.) 
Rosebud  O.  Belle,  Reporter. 

Wagnesboro,  Tenn. — On  April  17  our  pas- 
mr,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Carter,  preached  the 
Caster  sermon  at  4  P.  M.  from  the  text  found 

unto  you.”  At 
.80  P.  M.  the  Easter  program  was  conducted 
oy  Mrs.  Alice  Hassell  and  others.  We  are 
"ying  to  put  our  year’s  work  over  the  top. 
We  are  few  in  number,  but  we  are  trying  to 
00  our  best.  Collection  amounted  to  $4.05. 
After  the  program  was  rendered  the  pastor 
preached  from  Matt.  28.  9.  This  was  indeed 
*0  Inspiring  message.  Our  Sunday  school  is 
growing  rapidly.  We  hope  to  continue  cur 
|wd  work.  On  April  11,  the  Rev.  J.  O. 
“Won  passed  through  the  city  and  preached 
«n  able  sermon  for  us.  We  are  always  glad 
ro  have  bim  with  us.  Mrs.  Amy  Pointer, 

outstanding  lady  of  our  town,  is  on  the 


sick  list.  We  pray  for  her  recovery. — Mrs. 
Alice  Hassell,  Reporter. 

Canton,  Miss. — The  writer  is  gratefui  to 
the  people  of  this  town  for  their  loyal  sup¬ 
port  on  Easter,  both  white  and  colored.  Now 
as  for  the  members  of  Asbury  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  I  cannot  say  too  much, 
for  they  have  proven  themselves  worthy  of 
every  good  saying.  The  pastor  asked  the 
people  to  pay  big  monies  out  of  their  pock¬ 
ets,  and  we  took  it  by  families  who  responded 
with  from  $1  up  to  $25  per  family.  Bro. 
Devine  and  his  wife  gave  $46;  Bro.  W.  W. 
Thomas  and  family  led  the  whole  church, 
with  $100.  The  church  stopped  to  applaud 
them  as  they  reported.  May  the  Lord  bless 
them  for  their  service.  Total  collection  for 
the  day,  $1,003.25.  Last,  but  not  least,  we 
bow  our  heads  and  thank  God  for  all  of  this, 
for  without  His  leadership  we  would  have 
failed. — L.  E.  Johnson,  Pastor. 

Teague,  Texas. — East  Mexica  circuit:  We, 
the  members  of  Wilson  Chapel,  and  the 
neighboring  churches,  both  Methodist  and 
Baptist,  met  at  Wilson  Chapel  Good  Friday, 
and  enjoyed  ourselves  in  a  free  box  dinner. 
On  Friday  night  the  Sunday  school  had  an 
entertainment,  with  a  large  crowd  present. 
Refreshments  of  all  kinds  were  sold,  raising 
the  amount  of  $4.45.  Our  hearts  rejoiced  to 
know  that  Wilson  Chapel  Sunday  school  had 
in  Iwnd  the  amount  asked  to  be  raised  for 
Easter.  At  night  a  delightful  Easter  pro¬ 
gram  was  rendered,  to  the  delight  of  all 
present  at  Wilson  Chapel.  Everything  was 
carried  out  to  the  letter.  The  Rev.  C.  L. 
Hill,  our  most  wonderful  pastor,  preached 
a  great  sermon  on  the  resurrection.  Total 
raised,  $19.25.  Our  church  has  put  on  new 
life,  and  is  in  fairly  good  working  condition. 
We  have  a  lovely  pastor.  He  is  loved  by 
both  Methodist  and  Baptist. — Reporter 

Seaig,  Texas. — Sealy  circuit  it  still  on 
eagle’s  wings,  flying  higher  and  higher.  Our 
Easter  drive  was  a  success.  Captain  No.  1 
won  first  prize,  Mrs.  Lilly  Byars;  Capt.  No. 
3,  second  prize,  Mrs.  Martha  Long;  No.  2, 
third  prize,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Garland.  Everyone 
of  them  made  it  upon  the  mountain  peak; 
$91.77  was  realized  from  Coles  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Wesley  Chapel  was 
handicapped  on  account  of  the  flood  during 
Easter  week;  showing  their  willingness,  how¬ 
ever,  reported  $33.  They  are  very  loyal. 
San  Fillippi,  with  a  faithful  few  trying  to 
hold  up  her  own,  reported  $17.60.  Our  motto 
is:  We  will  keep  our  beloved  Bishop  R.  E. 
Jones  upon  the  peak  of  the  mountain  so 
that  fie  can  stretch  forth  his  hand  to  tlie 
district  superintendent.  Rev.  A.  J.  Newton, 
who  is  eoming  up  with  the  Navasota  District. 
Then  we  all  shall  sing.  Praise  God  from 
whom  all  blessings  flow.— A.  A.  Frank,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

Columbus,  Miss. — Columbia  Valley  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church:  Easter  day  was  ob¬ 
served  with  an  early  morning  sermon  preached 
by  the  pastor  at  4  o’clock.  The  meeting  was 
well  attended.  All  present  were  delighted 
with  the  message.  At  7  P.  M.  Mrs.  Gladdis 
Warren  called  the  children  together  and  ren¬ 
dered  quite  an  interesting  program.  The  lit¬ 
tle  children  did  credit  to  themselves  and  to 
the  members.  All  were  highly  pleased  with 
the  rendition.  After  the  close  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  the  pastor  called  for  the  Easter  work¬ 
ers,  who  reported  as  follows:  D.  Robinson, 
$6;  M.  Woodson,  $20;  A.  Bacchus,  $7.66;  M. 
House,  $2.76;  A.  Ellis,  $1.26;  Gladdis  War¬ 
ren,  $18.60;  M.  A.  Foreman,  $7.10;  Lucille 
Jackson,  $4.60;  Laura  Bridges,  $21;  E.  Arm¬ 
strong,  $46.75;  Abi  Marshall,  $2;  C.  B. 
Brooks,  $62;  Mattie  Magee,  $15;  Lovie 
Bridges,  $1.60;  Letty  Averett,  $7.60;  P. 
Bridges,  $2.60;  A.  Woodson,  ,$1.  We  went 
over  the  top,  raising  .$216. — J.  B.  Brooks, 
Pastor. 

Abingdon,  Va. — The  Charles  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  members  and  friends, 
spent  a  very  pleasant  Easter.  Sunday*  morn¬ 
ing,  11  A.  M.,  the  pastor,  Rev.  F.  D.  Thomas, 
preached  a  very  impressive  sermon  from  the 
subject,  “Question  of  Immortality.”  Sun¬ 
day  night  the  Sunday  school  had  its  Easter 
program,  in  which  many  participated.  It 
was  conducted  by  the  Sunday-school  super¬ 


intendent,  Mr.  Chas.  Ellison,  and  Mrs.  Rosla 
Anderson,  in  charge  of  music,  with  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  all  the  teachers.  It  was  at¬ 
tended  by  a  large  congregation,  and  enjoyed 
by  all.  The  amount  rais^  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice  that  day  was  $86.  Monday  night  follow¬ 
ing  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  gave  an  egg  roll¬ 
ing  at  the  Odd  Fellows’  Hall,  which  proved 
to  be  very  satisfactory.  The  Sunday-school 
rooms  and  kitchenette,  which  were'  not  com¬ 
pleted  last  year  due  to  some  disadvantages, 
are  now  under  construction,  and  will  be  ready 
for  use  in  a  short  time. — Reporter. 

NashoUle,  Term.— The  Matthew  W.  Clair 
Club  of  Clark  Memorial  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  met  Wednesday  evening,  April 
20,  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  O.  L.  Hambrick, 
with  the  president,  Mrs.  S.  F.  Wingfield, 
as  hostess.  After  Scripture  reading  and 
prayer,  the  business  session  was  held.  We 
were  then  favored  with  remarks  from  our 
beloved  pastor,  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Lewis,  and 
Dr.  E.  A.  Maryland,  chairman  of  the  stew¬ 
ard  board,  after  which  the  following  pro¬ 
gram  was  rendered:  Duet  by  Mrs.  N.  E. 
Woods  and  Miss  Mattie  Bates;  reading,  Mrs. 
B.  W.  Ferguson;  songs  by  the  little  Misses 
Works,  of  the  Junior  Golden  Hour  Club; 
reading,  Mrs.  Rupe.  An  Easter  egg  hunt 
was  enjoyed  by  all,  with  Mrs.  Rosa  McHenry 
the  winner  of  the  prize.  Although  the 
weather  was  very  inclement,  quite  a  large 
number  were  present.  The  club  donated  $20 
to  the  church  toward  current  expenses. — 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Hamilton,  Reporter. 

Mexia,  Texas. — Launza  Chapel,  East  Mexia 
circuit:  Our  early  morning  Easter  service 
was  one  of  great  uplift.  The  Rev.  C.  L.  Hill, 
pastor,  preached  to  the  delight  of  all  present 
from  Matt.  28.  6.  We  all  rejoiced  as  we 
listened  to  the'  resurrection  sermon.  At 

11.30  A.  M.  the  Rev.  R.  Yeldell  preached  a 
spiritual  sermon  from  Mark  16.  3.  The 
spiritual  tide  ran  high  throughout  the  day. 
Two  joined  the  church.  The  people  through¬ 
out  the  circuit  have  taken  on  new.  courage; 
everyone  has  a  mind  to  work.  The  windows 
in  Launza  Chapel  have  been  repaired,  a  well 
has  been  completed,  and  the  fence  around 
the  church  and  parsonage  is  being  repaired. 
The  Easter  program  rendered  at  our  church 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  M.  D.  Harlin, 
Miss  Amanda  Kirvin,  and  Sister  Hill,  was 
excellent.  The  little  tots  played  well  their 
parts.  Total  collection  was  $34.55.  Chas. 
Taylor  is  superintendent;  and  E.  Davis,  as¬ 
sistant.  Rev.  C.  L.  Hill,  pastor.— Reporter. 

Brookhaven,  Miss. — Sunday,  April  17,  at 
Kyriett  Chapel,  the  spiritual  and  financial 
tide  ran  high.  Sunday  school  was  largely 
attended.  Prof.  P.  D.  Gullage  preached  a 
wonderful  sermon  on  “The  Resurrection,” 
which  lifted  our  souls  on  higher  planes.  At 

3.30  P.  M.  the  Easter  program  was  ren¬ 
dered  to  a  crowded  house,  after  which  the 
clubs  reported,  as  follows:  Bro.  A.  J.  Green, 
who  represented  the  Ford,  reported  $1.76; 
Bro.  Seth  Davis,  Lincoln,  $6;  Mrs.  Patton, 
Nash,  $4.65;  Mrs.  Weathersby,  Packard, 
$8.66;  J.  L.  Winston,  Moon,  $10.25;  Thelma 
Pendleton,  Willys-Knight,  $1;  Anna  Jordan, 
Buick,  $14.16;  M.  J.  Moulton,  Dodge,  $15.80; 
L.  B.  Smith,  Pierce  Arrow,  $18.65;  Ethel 
Freeman,  Cadillac,  $24.66;  total  raised,  $117. 
The  pastor  is  well  pleased  over  the  reports. 
Four  other  cars  are  to  report  later.  This 
report  shows  an  increase  over  the  last  few 
years  for  World  Service.  We  are  proud  of 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.,  J.  W.  Moulton.— Miss 
Josie  Davis,  Reporter. 

Stnte  Line,  Miss. — Sunday,  April  17,  was 
a  high  day  in  Zion  on  the  State  Line  charge. 
The  Rev.  Sam  Harris,  our  pastor,  began  the 
day  at  6.30  A.  M.,  when  prayer  meeting  was 
held  and  a  splendid  sermon  was  preached  at 
sunrise.  He  held  his  eleven  o’clock  service 
of  his  church  at  Battle,  Miss.,  when  they, 
though  few  in  number,  went  over  the  top  with 
their  part  of  the  World  Service.  At  3  P.  M. 
service  was  held  at  Pleasant  Ridge,  another 
church  on  the  charge,  where  the  members 
made  excellent  reports.  Sunday  night  at  7 
o’clock,  after  a  splendid  program  rendered 
by  the  Sunday  school,  and  another  strong 
sermon  by  the  pastor,  we  went  over  the  top 
with  our  World  Service  quota,  which  was 
$121.  We  wish  to  make  special  mention  of 
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the  tplendid  way  in  which  the  official  board 
and  committees,  of  which  Bro.  Arthur  T^y- 
ner  was  chairman,  dtoatched  the  business  of 
the  day.  Tlte  Rev.  Harris  has  his  work  well 
organised,  and  his  men  are  certainly  on  their 
job.— V.  Harris,  Reporter. 

Tsayws,  Tssos — Our  program  at  Fairheld 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  well  ren¬ 
dered.  Never  before  In  the  history  of  Meth¬ 
odism  was  there  a  better  feeling  toward 
World  Service.  After  the  program  the  Rev. 
R.  R.  BaUey,  our  pastor,  came  forward  and 
explained  the  World  Service  and  why  every 
member  should  do  his  or  her  share.  Every¬ 
one  was  greatly  aroused,  and  when  W.  C. 
Blaine,  the  Sunday-school  superintendent, 
asked  everyone  to  show  what  sine  they  were 
on,  over  $88  was  placed  on  the  table  to  the 
delight  of  the  few  willing  workers  who  know 
no  retreat.  We  cannot  neglect  to  mention 
some  features  of  the  program.  Little  Gar¬ 
land  Blaine,  aged  eight  vears,  sang  a  solo; 
the  closing  solo  was  rendered  by  Mr.  C.  B. 
Donahue,  with  Mrs.  C.  B.  Donahue  at  the  . 
piano.  Our  own  Miss  Pauline  Johnson  was 
mrector.  Miss  Lura  Johnson,  our  own  pian¬ 
ist,  mastered  her  situation.  She  acconraanied 
little  Garland.— Rev.  R.  R.  Bailey,  Pastor; 
W.  C.  Blaine,  Superintendent  and  Reporter. 

Stontkam,  Teaw#.— April  17  was  a  high  day 
here  at  Stonehamville  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  E.  Wil¬ 
liams,  conducted  a  mock  Conference  with 
Yarbrough  Chapel,  Pleasant  Grove,  and  Cole 
Chapel.  These  three  churches  came  together 
on  April  17,  and  it  was  a  high  day  here  at 
Stoneham.  The  Conference  opened  Thurs¬ 
day  night,  April  14.  The  pastor  preached 
the  resurrection  sermon  at  4  A.  M.  Easter 
morning.  At  8.80  the  Conference  was  organ¬ 
ised,  after  which  the  pastor  administered  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  Ninety-eight  came  forward 
for  the  communion.  Welcome  addresses  were 

gven  by  members  of  the  various  churches. 

ro.  R.  B.  Shepherd,  of  the  Hight  Point 
Baptist  Church,  spoke  on  “How  to  Make 
the  Sunday  School  a  Soul  Winner”;  Mrs. 
Odessa  Malone  spoke  on  “Why  Should  the 
Negro  Be  Educated?”  The  spiritual  tide  ran 
high.  Dinner  was  served  on  the  grounds.  To¬ 
tal  amount  raised  for  the  day  was  $147.19; 
for  World  Service,  $187.— Miss  E.  Steward, 
Reporter. 

Mitt. — Easter  was  highly  observed 
on  this  charge,  when  New  Hope  and  New 
Salem  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  rallied 
for  World  Service.  Under  the  leadership 
of  the  Sunday-school  superintendent,  G.  W. 
Wallace,  and  the  teacher.  Prof.  J.  W.  Mc- 
Clinton,  the  Sunday  schools  played  well  their 
parts.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  these 
brethren.  The  following  paid  $1  each;  S. 
Arnica,  J.  Arnica,  J.  Forrest,  E.  Forrest,  D. 
Hill,  L.  D.  Hill,  W.  Hedges,  N.  E.  Hedges, 
D.  Harris,  L.  O.  Harville,  C.  Harville,  R. 
Holmes,  C.  Gus,  A.  Montgomery,  J.  Miner, 
M.  aay,  C.  Michael,  C.  Smith,  A.  McCoy, 
F.  Webb,  A.  Sutton,  B.  Miller,  L.  Wallace, 
M.  Weathersby,  J.  Phillips,  V.  Phillips,  J. 
Edwards,  W.  Henderson,  Prof.  J.  W.  Mc- 
Clinton,  C.  Jones,  Calhoun  Jones;  G.  W. 
Wallace,  $2;  E.  R.  Jones,  $8;  total  collec¬ 
tion  for  the  day,  $75.  We  are  glad  to  say 
that  we  are  in  advance  of  last  year,  and  are 
still  moving  upward.  Myr  God  bless  these 
good  pcopde. — Rev.  L.  T.  Jones,  Pastor; 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Jones,  Reporter. 

Winekttttr,  Va. — John  Mann  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  made  wonderful  progress 
during  the  last  Conference  year  under  the 
leadership  of  her  faithful  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Horace  A.  Johnson.  Every  department  of 
the  church  has  taken  higher  ground.  The 
people  of  the  city  and  the  members  of  our 
church  are  elated  over  the  return  of  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Horace  A.  Johnson,  to  serve 
them  another  year.  They  are  now  arrang¬ 
ing  to  celebrate  in  the  honor  of  the  pastors 
birthday  on  May  17,  which  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind  In  the  history 
of  John  Mann  Church.  Easter  Sunday  was 
celebrated  In  a  very  hlgji  degree.  The  Sun¬ 
day  school  was  largely  attend^  and  at  11 
A.  M.  the  pastor  preached  from  the  sub¬ 
ject,  “The  Living  Christ.”  Epworth  League 
was  held  at  7  P.  M.,  and  at  8  P.  M.  the 
pastor  preached  another  able  sermon.  An 


offering  was  taken  to  the  amount  of  $40. 
The  Easter  program  was  rendered  on  Mon¬ 
day  night,  conducted  by  the  superintendent. 
Miss  Bettle  Jackson. — Reporter. 

NathoWt,  Tan*.— Clark  Memorial  Sunday 
school  is  making  rapid  progress.  During  w 
last  six  months  the  attendance  has  doubled. 
The  school  Is  well  organised  with  an  efficient 
corps  of  teachers,  who  are  giving  time  and 
thought  to  the  work  in  hand.  Under  the 
combined  leadership  of  the  pastor  and  su¬ 
perintendent,  we  have  been  able  to  bring  the 
school  to  a  place  of  standing  and  recogni¬ 
tion.  On  Easter  Sunday,  with  but  lltUe  ef¬ 
fort,  the  Sunday  school  raised  for  World 
Service  $52.  The  Easter  program  at  night 
was  a  decided  success.  Each  Sunday  is  brim- 
full  of  interest,  with  special  features  to  suit 
the  time  and  the  occasion.  There  is  not  a 
dull  moment  from  opening  to  closing.  Plans 
are  being  laid  for  further  development,  which 
will  be  announced  later.  In  another  issue  we 
shall  be  glad  to  give  in  detail  just  how  we 
have  been  able  to  increase  the  attendance 
and  the  interest.  All  Nashville  and  Meth¬ 
odism  is  proud  of  Clark  Memorial  Sunday 
school.— The  Rev.  G.  W.  Lewis,  Pastor;  Prof. 
H.  J.  Johnson,  Superintendent;  Mamie 
Hatch,  Reporter. 

Shreveport,  La.— St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  Our  great  Easter  drive 
minated  April  17,  and  was  the  best  ever  had 
in  the  history  of  Shreveport’s  MethodUm. 
Total  amount  raisod  on  this  day  was  $1,617. 
The  pastor  desires  to  thank  the  auxiliary 
presidents  and  every  faithful  member  and 
friend  of  the  church  for  the  noble  way  they 
stood  by  him  in  this  effort.  The  amounts 
raised  by  the  auxiliary  presidents  are  as 
follows:  Ladies’  Aid,  Mrs.  Laura  Williams. 
$2M;  World  Service  Club,  Prof.  R.  E. 
Brown,  $180;  Willing  Workers,  Mrs.  Laura 
Stephens,  $157;  Alston  Ever-ready,  Mrs.  May 
Vesha,  $150;  Sunshine  Circle,  Mrs.  Pearl 
Turner,  $187;  Ministerial  Guard,  Mrs.  Bell 
Chambers,  $185;  Ruth  Gleaners,  Mrs.  O.  L. 
Lucas,  $120;  Naearene,  Mrs.  Millie  Smith, 
$108;  W.  H.  M.  S.,  Mrs.  Mary  Daniels,  $72; 
W.  F.  M.  S.,  Mrs.  B.  C.  Thomas,  $62;  Sun¬ 
day  School,  Mr.  W.  J.  Walker,  $83;  St. 
Paul  Invincible,  Mrs.  Ella  Edwards,  $65; 
Jones’  Helping  Hand,  Mrs.  Octelia  Johnson, 
$10;  Epworth  League,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Alston, 
.166  _W.  G.  Alston,  Pastor. 

Anderton,  T«»as.— Yarbough  Chapel:  In 
spite  of  the  threatening  weather  on  April  17, 
we  had  a  wonderful  service.  At  4.80  A.  M. 
the  Rev.  G.  McGill  spoke  to  a  large  congre¬ 
gation  concerning  the  “Resurrection.”  At 
the  same  hour,  the  Rev.  W.  L.  McDonald 
was  at  Anderson  Grove,  where  he  met  a 
host  awaiting  him.  At  McKensie,  the  Rev. 
D.  L.  Loud  and  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Calhoun  had 
charge  of  the  service.  At  11.80  A.  M.  Rev. 
McDonald  was  at  old  Yarbdugh  Chapel, 
where  he  met  a  large  crowd,  eager  to  hear 
him.  Eighteen  persons  came  forward  for 
prayer,  while  Brother  L3mn  offered  up  a 
special  prayer  for  the  pardon  of  their  sins. 
Everyone  under  the  sound  of  the  Rev.  Mc¬ 
Donald’s  voice  was  made  to  feel  that  this 
was  one  of  the  best  Easters  they  have  ever 
witnessed.  Each  Sunday  school  had  an  ex¬ 
cellent  program.  The  amount  collected  from 
these  three  churches  on  that  day  was  $200 
for  all  purposes.  We  have  pledged  to  stand 
by  our  pastor,  and  are  trying  by  the  help 
of  God  to  put  over  the  program  of  the  church 
as  never  before. — Mrs.  L.  E.  Knox,  Reporter. 

Murfreetboro,  Term. — The  recent  happen¬ 
ings  at  Key  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  have  been  observed  with  keen  interest. 
The  marriage  of  Miss  Sadie  N.  Williams,  or¬ 
ganist,  to  Dr.  Jas.  E.  Jones,  superintendent 
of  Sunday  school  and  member  of  the  choir, 
has  been  quietly  solemnised,  with  the  Rev. 
D.  T.  Burch  officiating.  A  club  known  as 
Willing  Workers  have  set  themselves  to  the 
task  of  paying  off  a  street  debt  of  more  than 
$850.  Their  progress  is  remarkable.  On 
Friday  night,  April  8,  Dr.  F.  D.  Butler,  field 
secretary  of  the  Epworth  League,  Colored 
Work,  addressed  a  large  and  representative 
audience  in  the  main  auditorium  In  Interest 
of  World  Service.  His  address  was  pointed, 
forceful,  and  eloquent.  Dr.  Butler  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  great  acclaim.  The  Epworth 


League  became  host  at  an  informal  reception 
tendered  the  general  officer  at  the  close  of  the 
program.  Dr.  Butler  left  with  the  assurance 
that  the  visit  to  Key  Memorial  had  not  been 
in  vain;  while  the  Rev.  Burch,  pastor,  felt 
that  his  burden  in  the  approaching  great 
effort  had  been  considerably  lightened. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Wett  Point,  Go.— April  17  was  one  of  tlie 
most  pleasant  Easters  ever  witnessed  at  Can¬ 
non’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  exercises  were  good,  music  being  fur¬ 
nished  by  Miss  Willie  L.  Godwin.  At  the 
close  of  the  service,  the  following  captains 
made  their  reports;  Sister  Susie  Gunn  for 
the  Gunn  Club,  $100.50;  Sister  L.  Howard 
for  the  Blue  Hen  Club,  $65.25;  Y.  M.  and 
B.  TJ.,  $12.10;  Cannon’s  Chapel  Young  Girls’ 
club,  $15;  pastor’s  club,  $25;  grand  total, 
including  other  monies  for  the  day,  $228.85. 
We  are  wo^ng  like  Trojans  to  get  into  our 
new  church.  The  workmen  continue  to  push 
things  onward.  This  will  be  a  modern  build¬ 
ing  when  completed,  with  basement,  kitchen, 
lavatories,  Sunday-school  rooms,  and  pastor’s 
study.  Pray  for  our  success.  We  are  hop¬ 
ing  to  observe  the  anniversary  of  the  young 
men  and  boys’  unit  and  Mothers’  Day  in  the 
basement,  M(^  8.  Let  all  Methodism  pray 
that  our  leader  and  pastor  shall  have  the 
blessings  of  God  that  he  might  put  the  pro¬ 
gram  over.  He  is  a  worthy  leader  and  u 
gospel  preacher. — Rev.  R.  R.  Oneal,  Pastor; 
E.  L.  Johnson,  Reporter. 

Orantmlle,  Oa. — ^Thls  charge  is  moving 
along  nicely  under  the  leadership  of  our  pres¬ 
ent  pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  F.  Barkley,  who  is 
really  a  leader,  having  a  splendid  group  of 
officials  who  stand  by  the  pastor  in  putting 
over  the  program.  Easter  Sunday  was  a  high 
day  along  all  lines.  At  9.80  A.  M.  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  was  held,  with  Bro.  Allen  Jack- 
son,  superintendent,  presiding.  At  11.80 
A.  M.  our  pastor  preached  the  resurrection 
sermon  from  the  text  found  in  Mark  16. 
15.  The  spiritual  tide  ran  high.  At  2.30 
P.  M.  the  children’s  program  was  conducted 
by  Mrs.  Barkley,  who  had  things  well  ar¬ 
ranged.  A  nice  program  was  rendered.  At 
7.30  P.  M.,  “Search  for  the  Risen  Christ”  was 
the  feature  of  the  evening.  Offering  by 
classes  was  as  follows:  No.  1,  Mrs.  M.  £. 
Connally,  $1^50;  No.  2,  Miss  A.  C.  Con- 
nally,  $10.40;  No.  8,  Mrs.  Mollie  Miller, 
$25.08;  No.  4,  Mrs.  Barkley,  $11.50;  No.  5, 
Mrs.  Ethel  Leigh,  $28.75;  No.  6,  Mrs.  Tom¬ 
mie  Russell,  $7 ;  No.  7,  Mrs.  Amanda  Brooks, 
$18.70;  No.  8,  Mrs.  Hatten,  $8;  No.  9,  Mrs. 
Carter,  $27.86;  No.  10,  Miss  G.  B.  Morton, 
$25.25;  No.  11,  Mrs.  Freeman,  $18.75;  total, 
$164.— Miss  Myrtle  Reid,  Reporter. 

La  Orange,  Oa. — Leete  Hill  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  A  grand  rally  resulted 
in  the  raising  of  $155.  This  money  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  indebtedness  of  the  church. 
The  speakers  during  the  week  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Monday  nighL  April  11,  the  Rev.  C. 
W.  Prothro;  Tuesday  night,  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Heard;  W^nesday  night.  Rev.  Philpot; 
Thursday  night,  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Smith;  Fri¬ 
day  night.  Rev.  A.  H.  Jamerson,  pastor.  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  April  17,  the  Rev.  H.  W.  B. 
Wilson,  secretary  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  preached  a  power¬ 
ful  sermon.  At  8  o’clock  there  was  a  laying 
of  the  cornerstone  by  the  Odd  Fellows. 
Bishop  Ernest  G.  Richardson-  closed  the  rally 
with  one  of  his  soul-stirring  sermons.  The 
members  and  friends  of  Leete  Hill  Church 
are  exemplifying  the  spirit  of  co-operation. 
Although  we  did  not  raise  what  we  bad 
hoped  to  raise,  yet  we  appreciate  the  splen¬ 
did  spirit  shown  under  conditions.  Every 
department  of  the  church  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
bring  up  our  full  quota  to  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  The  amount  raised  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice  on  Easter  Sunday  was  $12. — Rev.  A.  H. 
Jamerson,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Lillian  Bowie,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Covington,  Oa. — On  March  10,  Grace  Me^ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  membership  was  m-| 
vided  into  twelve  tribes,  with  Bro.  A.  » 
Brown  as  Moses.  April  11,  the  Ladies’  AM 
board,  directed  by  Mrs.  L.  T.  Lovelace,  the 
president,  rendered  a  successful  progr^ 
with  splendid  results.  Sunday,  April  17,  the 
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spiritual  and  financial  tide  ran  high.  At  11 
A.  M.  the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  W.  Swain,  preached 
a  soul-stirring  sermon  from  Matt.  28.  6;  sub¬ 
ject,  “The  Empty  Grave.”  Two  were  added 
to  the  church.  At  7.80  P.  M.,  under  the  suc¬ 
cessful  leadership  of  the  Sunday-school  super¬ 
intendent,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Easley,  an  Easter  pro¬ 
gram  was  beautifully  rendered  to  a  packed 
house.  The  Junior  choir  rendered  lovely 
music,  directed  by  the  efficient  pianist,  Mrs. 
Louise  Hendrix.  The  tribes  reported  as  fol¬ 
lows:  No.  1,  H.  Earl,  $82.90;  2,  Minnie  Rake- 
straw,  $26.80;  8,  T.  Hendrix,  $84.87  ;  4,  Mary 
Stokes,  $36.86;  6,  Lula  Scbackleford,  $8.60; 
6,  Ineal  Smitb,  $21.86;  7,  Cassie  Fleming, 
$16.26;  8,  Louise  Daniels,  $20.21;  9,  Hummie 
Minter,  $6.66;  10,  Edna  Anderson,  $14.66;  11. 
L.  Henderson,  $10.46 ;  12.  Maude  Davis,  $28.16 ; 
Ladies’  Aid  board,  $^;  Sunday  school,  $20.68; 
public  collection,  $0.19;  total  raised,  1810.26. 
Too  much  cannnot  be  said  for  the  members 
and  friends  of  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  for  they  are  on  the  job. — Mrs.  L.  T. 
Lovelace,  Reporter. 

Laurel,  Hits. — St.  Paul:  The  members  and 
their  friends  are  proud  of  our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  G.  W.  Smith,  who  came  to  us  from  the 
Jackson  District.  The  pastor,  on  reaching  our 
charge,  did  not  lose  any  time  in  the  effort 
of  finding  out  the  condition  of  things  that 
had  caused  much  unrest  in  the  rank,  but  no 
general  breakdown.  After  acquainting  him¬ 
self  with  conditions,  he  set  about  at  once 
to  place  the  church,  Sunday  school,  and  all 
other  departments  upon  the  proper  and  regu¬ 
lar  basis  as  laid  down  by  the  Discipline  and 
government  of  the  church.  We  are  proud  of 
such  a  man  for  a  leader.  The  members  and 
friends  responded  to  his  call  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice  as  never  before.  Our  statistics  will  show 
that  every  man,  woman,  and  child  was  in  the 
thickest  of  the  battle.  The  greatest  Easter 
celebration  ever  stased  for  the  benefit  of  the 
young  people  on  these  occasions  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mrs.  Evannline  Lee  and  Mrs.  B. 
V.  Price,  who  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  the 
parents  and  lovers  of  the  Christian  religion. 
The  roil  for  pledges  was  called  at  the  eleven 
o'clock  service,  after  the  greatest  Easter  ser¬ 
mon  it  has  ever  been  our  good  fortune  ’  > 
hear,  by  the  pastor,  from  Rom.  8.  11.  After 
the  exercises  were  over,  the  pastor  called  for 
results  of  the  World  Service  program,  and 
was  cheerfully  met  with  the  response  of 
$683.09. — E.  A.  Chapman,  Reporter. 

Naihville,  Tenn. — The  Passion  Week  and 
Easter  season  have  gone  well  with  us  in 
many  respects.  The  services  have  been  in¬ 
teresting  and  spiritual.  On  Palm  Sunday  the 
Rev.  J.  D.  McCord,  pastor,  spoke  from  Luke 
19.  30b;  subject,  “God  Wants  and  Accepts 
Our  Best  Only.”  The  Sunday  school  seemed 
to  be  at  its  best.  The  attendance  was  prompt 
and  full  with  a  lesson  which  showed  un¬ 
usual  preparation;  and  there  was  a  spirit 
to  give,  raising  $80.06.  The  sermons  de¬ 
livered  by  the  pastor  were  considered  real 
crystalised  thoughts  of  Easter  ideals,  ad¬ 
vancements,  aspirations,  and  hopes.  In  the 
morning  he  spoke  from  Acts  2.  24;  subject, 
‘‘The  First  Fruits  of  Them  That  Sleep.”  In 
the  evening  the  text  was  Matt.  28.  7;  sub¬ 
ject,  “The  Light  of  the  Resurrection.”  The 
afternoon  exercises  will  not  soon  be  forgot¬ 
ten.  A  “tip  top”  and  real  Easter  program 
was  conducted  in  the  community  room  of  the 
church  by  Mrs.  Lurlie  Lyons.  After  the 
program  all  bounced  into  the  tender  grasses 
of  the  spacious  church  yard  in  search  of 
the  liberal  supplv  of  brightly  colored  Easter 
**$8.  deposited  there  by  Mrs.  Alberta  Patton 
and  Mrs.  Mamie  Hendley.  Little  Henry 
^len  McClaron  won  the  prise,  a  beautifully 
OMorated  ostrich  egg  of  the  “Kress”  breed. 
The  interesting  thing  about  it  was,  when  the 
ostrich  egg  was  opened,  there  was  found  in- 
Mde  of  it  a  wee  Easter  chicken.  Many  visit¬ 
ors  were  present,  including  the  Rev.  W.  E. 
Mitchell,  district  superintendent;  Mrs.  Cul- 
wt  Terry,  and  others  of  Nashville;  and  Bro. 
ihos.  Brien’s  relatives,  of  Chicago.— Mrs.  J. 

O'  McCord,  Reporter. 

Berwick,  La.— In  recording  the  churches  ! 
™t  may  be  classed  as  one  hundred  per  cent  1 
wnrehes,  please  don’t  leave  out  Mason  Chapel 
Mrthodist  Church.  This  is  a  one  hundred  per  i 
center  along  all  lines.  It  does  not  only  pav  ( 


World  Service  and  all  the  benevolences  of  the 
church,  but  pays  its  pastors,  district  superin¬ 
tendents,  both  current  and  general  expenses 
of  the  church.  Sunday,  .^ril  17,  was  an¬ 
other  high  day  in  Mason.  The  early  morning 
service  was  well  attended,  r.:gardless  of  the 
high  water.  Some  had  to  build  high  board 
walks  to  reach  the  streets;  some  had  to  row 
in  proas  to  reach  the  church.  The  pastor 
preached  the  Easter  sermon,  at  which  time 
two  were  received  into  the  church.  Mr.  Al¬ 
bert  Minor  was  baptised  at  the  altar,  and 
his  wife  was  reclaimed.  At  night  the  Easter 
program  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Walmsley  and  Miss  Agnes  Humphry.  The 
program  was  one  of  the  best  had  here  in  some 
time.  More  than  ten  dollars  was  raised  and 
turned  over  to  World  Service  by  the  Sunday 
school.  Much  praise  is  given  the  ladies  for 
their  untiring  efforts.  Our  first  and  second 
Quarterly  Conferences  were  held,  and  each 
time  the  full  quarterage  was  raised,  as  is 
the  case  always  in  this  church.  Our  third 
will  be  held  May  7  and  8,  at  which  time  we 
are  expecting  to  do  as  we  have  always  done. 
We  are  praying  for  God’s  continued  bless¬ 
ings  upon  these  faithful  and  loyal  people  of 
Berwick,  and  that  God  will  bless  tne  future 
of  Mason  Chapel,  that  it  may  become  one 
of  our  strong  self-supporting  charges  of  the 
district  and  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. — 
R.  A.  Walmsley,  P.  C. 

EvantxfUle,  Ind. — St.  John  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  The  pastor  conducted  the 
Easter  program  with  seventy-two  present. 
After  a  few  chosen  words  on  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  and  pointed  events  that  had  recently 
taken  place  in  our  community,  an  open  gate¬ 
way,  as  the  pastor  explained  it  to  the  chil¬ 
dren,  the  doors  of  the  junior  church  were 
opened  and  fifty-four  chUdren  responded  im¬ 
mediately,  and  a  junior  church  was  organ¬ 
ised.  St.  John  carries  the  largest  “teen-age” 
girls  and  boys  in  Evansville.  The  motto 
adopted  by  the  Rev.  I.  F.  White  is  “Use 
Them  or  Lose  Them.”  Hence  the  junior  or¬ 
ganisation.  The  entire  Sunday  school  turned 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  Prof.  J.  M.  Spotsville 
for  his  proficient  and  earnest  effort  to  make 
St.  John  the  best  Sunday  school  in  the  city. 
Our  Sunday  school  carries  an  average  of 
seventy-five  to  eighty  boys  and  gfirls,  and  at 
a  minute’s  notice  no  teacher  is  hardly  missed, 
for  out  of  the  class  a  teacher  takes  hold  and 
the  absence  is  not  noted  until  the  report  is 
read  by  the  secretary.  Closing  this  year’s 
work  the  following  ministers  and  their  con¬ 
gregation  appeared  in  St.  John  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  April  18,  the  Rev.  J.  F. 
Dixon,  Little  Hope  Baptist  Church;  April 
19,  the  Rev.  R.  J.  Miller,  Naaarene  Baptist 
Church;  April  20,  the  Rev.  R.  N.  Davis, 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion;  April  21, 
3  P.  M.,  free  lunch  was  given  by  the  Ladies’ 
Aid  of  St.  John,  the  Rev.  Bennie  Watkins, 
speaker  for  the  day;  April  22,  the  Rev.  E. 
L.  Rabitoy,  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  April  24,  3  P.  M.,  the  McClure’s 
Laymen  and  Ministerial  Alliance;  April  26, 
the  Rev.  L.  S.  Smith,  Liberty  Baptist  Church. 
— I.  F.  White,  Pastor. 

Hickory,  N.  C.— Harteell  Memorial  Church: 
We  are  still  doing  business  for  the  King 
under  the  efficient  leadership  of  our  beloved 
pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Lomax.  A  special 


effort  was  arranged  on  March  20  to  raise 
some  extra  finance.  The  church  was  divided 
into  three  groups.  The  men  were  ied  by 
Bro.  C.  A.  Forney,  and  raised  $48;  the  wo¬ 
men,  led  by  Bro.  C.  Horton,  raised  $76;  and 
the  children,  led  by  tbe  pastor,  raised  $46; 
total  for  the  day,  $166.  We  have  raised  our 
full  quota  for  Bennett  Ckdlese  for  Women, 
$60;  paid  our  pastor,  $648;  &trict  superin¬ 
tendent,  $76;  World  Service,  $8$88;  trus¬ 
tees,  $262.68;  to  the  sick,  $36.69;  total, 
$999.22.  Palm  Sunday  was  a  great  day  for 
our  church.  The  Christian  Crusaders  Qub 
from  Lenior,  Rhyne  College,  white,  brought 
to  us  a  speciai  Palm  Sunday  program  which 
was  enjoyed  by  a  very  large  and  apprecia¬ 
tive  audience.  Our  Easter  service  was  ex- 
ceilent  The  pastor  preached  at  11  A.  M. 
from  1  Cor.  16.  20;  subject,  “The  Risen 
Christ.”  The  audience  was  lifted  to  higher 
ground.  At  night  we  were  thrilied  by  a 
special  cantata,  directed  >by  Dr.  O.  Mabel 
Lomax  Fisher,  the  ^tor’s  daughter.  Dr. 
Fisher  is  an  accomplished  musician  as  well 
as  a  practicing  physician.  We  are  highiy 
honored  to  have  ner  spend  a  few  wceb  in 
our  city.  Our  collection  on  Easter  Sunday 
was  small,  due  to  the  fact  that  more  than 
half  of  the  leading  families  of  our  congre¬ 
gation  are  shut  in  by  sickness.  Collection  for 
the  day,  $86.66.  We  are  praying  for  the  re- 
covery  of  our  sick  that  our  church  might  get 
back  to  normalcy,  and  that  we  may  end  the 
year  with  the  best  report  in  our  history. 
We  solicit  your  prayers.— Mrs.  Ollie  Mac 
Johnson,  Reporter. 

NaehvUle,  Tenn. — There  was  given  at  Pat¬ 
terson  Memorial  Church  (Flat  Rock),  Mon¬ 
day  evening,  AprU  11,  a  baby  contest.  This 
was  one  of  the  most  interesting  functions  of 
the  season  with  us.  It  was  grandmothers, 
mothers,  daughters,  sisters,  and  babies  in  ac- 
tion.  Four  of  the  most  beautiful  babies  in 
Nashville  formed  the  center,  around  which 
all  others  moved.  They  were  dressed  in 
snow-white  raiment.  After  the  pastor.  Rev. 
J.  D.  McCord,  had  directed  the  opening  serv¬ 
ice,  much  interest  was  taken  in  the  forceful 
sermon  delivered  by  the  lady  evangelist,  the 
Rev.  Mrs.  Lula  Allen.  She  held  the  audience 
spellbound  from  start  to  finish.  This  sermon 
has  since  been  the  talk  of  the  community.  We 
are  planning  to  have  her  early  return.  After 
the  sermon  Mrs.  J.  D.  McCord,  manager,  pre¬ 
dated  the  prise,  which  was  an  exquisite 
Easter  suit,  and  the  three  tokens.  With  each 
she  presented  a  health  card.  It  being  so 
near  Negro  Health  Week,  the  card  was  read 
and  discussed  by  the  pastor,  who  sugg^ed 
that  it  be  posted  in  the  homes  for  future 
reference.  The  prise  was  won  hy  Sophia 
Davis,  with  $8.20.  Eva  Lee  McCord  was 
secf^d,  with  $7.90;  while  Otis  Alonsa  Turner 
^shed  her  hard,  with  $6,  as  Mary  Louise 
Hall  was- close  on  his  heels  with  $4;  the  four 
b^ies  leaving  on  the  table  $26.10.  The  air 
of^  the  meeting  was  that  of  the  women  enter* 
taming  the  men;  for  the  sermon  was  by  a 
woman  evangelist;  the  choir  practically  alt 
girls;  Misses  Elisabeth  Burns  and  Margaret 
B.  Alexander,  ushers;  three  of  the  four  babies 
were  girls;  and  women  were  managing  the 
house.  Truly,  they  seemed  to  say,  “Let  the 
men  keep  silent.  If  they  wish  to  know  any¬ 
thing,  let  them  ask  their  wives  when  they  go 
home.”— Mrs.  J.  D.  McCord,  Reporter. 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

HANNIBAL  DISTRICT 
First  Round — Troy,  May  1,  2;  Moscow, 
3;  Moberly,  7,  8;  New  Florence,  10;  Jones- 
burg,  II;  Truesdale,  12;  Payette,  14,  16; 
Mexico,  22,  23;  Montgomery,  28,  29;  Wright 
CHy,  June  1;  ForUtell,  2;  Wellsville,  4,  6; 
Louisiana,  11,  12;  Paynesville,  14;  Clarks¬ 
ville,  16;  Souls  Chapel,  16;  Elsberry,  18,  19; 
Port  Madison,  Iowa,  28,  28;  Bowling'  Green, 
26,  26;  Fulton,  July  8,  4;  New  Bloomfield, 
9,  10;  Sturgeon,  18;  New  Franklin,  14;  Co¬ 
lumbia,  16,  17;  Hannibal,  28,  24. 

Dear  Brethren:  Please  accept  my  con- 

gratulations  and  thanks  for  the  splendid  work 
one  last  year;  yet  we  didn’t  reach  our  goal. 


Let  me  urge  you  to  make  haste  at  the  be^ 
ginning  of  the  year,  organise  your  church, 
set  every  part  of  the  machinery  at  its  task, 
raise  and  report  at  least  half  of  your  World 
Service  at  the  District  Conference  which 
convenes  at  Moberly,  Mo.,  August  81  to 
SeptOTber  4,  1927.  The  District  Stewards’ 
and  Pastors’  Council  will  meet  at  Williams¬ 
burg,  Mo.,  June  8,  at  1  o’clock  P.  M.  Get 
six  new  subscribers  for  the  Southwestern. 
Make  full  proof  of  your  ministry.— C.  S. 
Webster,  Dist.  Supt. 

MONTGOMERY  DISTRICT 

Third  Round— Tensaw  Ct,  May  28,  29; 

'Wesley  Chapel  (Mobile), 
10-12;  Chickasaw  (St  Jolui),  Mobile,  9L-12ft 
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It  belongs  in  every  home. 

It  is  enjoyed  alike  by  young 
and  old. 

It  helps  to  keep  that  youth¬ 
ful  spirit. 

It  feeds  the  mind,  gladdens 
the  heart,  keeps  clean 
the  life. 

There  is  no  other  paper  like 

THE 

CLASSMATE 

Let  it  speak  for  itself.  Get  it, 
read  it,  you’ll  become  a  booster 
for  it. 

In  clubs  to  Sunday  Schools  it  is 
but  75c.  a  year.  Single  subscrip¬ 
tions,  $1.00. 

Why  not  ask  for  a  sample  copy 
and  investigate?  Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 

CUcago  Boston  Detroit  Pittsburgh 
Kansas  City  San  Francisco  Portland,  Ore. 


Communion  Service  Outfits 

Individual,  the  present  da; 
method — cle^y  and  eanitaiy. 
A  more  impreeaive  service. 
Beautiful  seta  at  reasonable 
prices.  Write  for  catalog. 


DeMoulin  Bros.  A  Co.,  Dept  42,  GfoaoeBs,  II. 


Warren  Street  (Mobile),  17-19;  Pensacola 
(St.  Paul),  Fla.,  24-26;  Brewton,  Pollard, 
July  1-8;  Castleberry  Ct.,  8-10;  Evergreen 
Ct.,  15-17;  Troy,  22-24;  Union  Springs,  23,  24; 
Booth,  Lomax,  27-31;  Union  Springs  Ct.,  Au¬ 
gust  6,  7;  Eclectic  Ct.,  12-14;  Montgomery, 
19-21;  Wetumpka  Ct.,  27,  28. 

We  have  asked  each  charge  to  gather  up 
a  small  fragment  on  World  Service,  and  this 
v^jll  put  us  in  advance  of  previous  years. 
Brothers,  don’t  fall  this  Kingdom  service. 
District  Conference  will  be  held  in  Booth, 
Ala.,  July  27-81.— P.  P.  Wright,  Dist.  Supt. 


PALESTINE  DISTRICT 
Third  Round — Bryan  Station,  May  6-8; 
Bryan  Ct.,  7,  8;  Hearne,  13-15;  Sutton,  14, 
15;  East  Calvert  Ct.,  21,  22;  Teague  Ct.,  28, 
29;  East  Mexia  Ct.,  28,  29;  Normangee  Ct., 
June  4,  5;  Jewett  Ct.,  4,  5;  Bethlehem,  10; 
Fairfield  Ct.,  11,  12;  Streetman  Ct.,  11,  12; 
Tyler,  18,  19;  Oakwood  Ct.,  25,  26;  Palestine 
Ct.,  25,  28;  Jacksonville  Ct.,  July  2,  3;  Pales¬ 
tine  Station,  8^10;  Leona  Ct.,  16,  17;  Buffalo 
Ct.,  23,  24;  Thornton,  23,  24;  Lovelady  Ct., 
30,  81. 

Dear  Brothers:  I  wish  to  commend  you 
for  the  very  splendid  efforts  which  you  put 
forth  to  bring  the  district  back  into  its  own. 
Allow  me  to  urge  you  to  do  your  level  best 
to  finish  your  quota  in  time  to  have  it  in  the 
office  by  May  31,  1926.  I  am  sure  that  I 
may  depend  on  your  doing  this. — W.  R.  Rob¬ 
inson,  Dist.  Supt.,  Box  No.  40,  Palestine, 

SAVANNAH  DISTRICT 
Third  Round — Brunswick  Ct.,  May  14,  15; 
St.  Mary’s  and  Woodbine,  21,  22;  White  Oak 
and  Jefferson,  28,  29;  Vidalia,  June  4,  5; 
Brunswick,  Grace,  12,  13;  Arco  Mission,  12; 
Jesup,  18,  19;  Palen,  26,  27;  Mt.  Zion,  29;, 
Asbury,  26-28;  Waynesville,  July  2,  3; 
Hagan  9,  10;  Reidsville,  16,  17;  Baxley,  23, 
24;  Mt.  Vernon,  30,  31. 

Dear  Brethren:  We  are  just  back  from  the 
Sunday-school  convention.  The  reports  at 
World  Service  roll  call  were  splendid.  Let’s 
plan  now  to  raise  our  full  quota  on  Children’s 
Day.  Our  District  Conference  will  be  held 
in  the  St.  Mary’s  charge  with  Carnegie 
Chapel.  Every  charge  is  expected  to  be  rep¬ 
resented  with  pastor  and  delegates.  Bring 
your  full  quota  of  subscriptions  for  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  Remem¬ 
ber,  we  make  our  own  appointments. — S.  D. 
Bankston,  District  Superintendent. 

ST.  LOUIS  DISTRICT 
First  Round — Peoria,  May  1,  2;  Jackson¬ 
ville,  7,  8;  Springfield,  Buffalo,  8,  9;  Webster 
Groves,  16,  16;  East  St.  Louis,  22,  23;  St. 
Charles,  29,  30;  Howard  Place,  27-29;  Union 
Memorial,  June  5-7;  Lovejoy,  6;  Samaritan, 
12,  13;  Oran-Bertrand,  16,  17;  Poplar  Bluff, 
19,  20;  Netherlands,  21,  22;  Malden,  2.3,  24; 
Festus,  25,  26;  Kinloch  Park,  July  1-3;  Fred- 
ricktown,  9,  10;  Farmingtown,  10,  11;  DeSoto, 
16,  17;  La  Salle,  24,  25;  Asbury,  29-31. 

Dear  Brothers:  Now  we  have  set  out  for 
the  new  year;  let  us  pray  that  the  St.  I.ouis 
District  may  lead  in  converts.  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  Pensions  and  Relief,  Episcopal  Fund, 
and  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  Be¬ 
gin  your  every-member  canvass  now,  that 
there  may  be  no  spasms  in  church  giving,  but 
that  the  church  may  be  trained  in  systematic 
giving.  Send  your  World  Service  monthly 
to  the  World  Service  treasurer,  740  Rush 
Street,  Chicago,  III.  I  am  with  you  in  spirit 
and  in  prayer  for  the  success  of  the  Master’s 
kingdom. — G.  D.  Hancock,  Dist.  Supt.,  273.3 
Mill  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

WAYNESBORO  DISTRICT 
'  Third  Round — Rocky  Ford  Ct.,  May  14, 
16;  St.  Mark,  Augusta,  21-23;  Pulaski,  21, 
22;  Statesboro  Ct.,  28,  29;  Newin^on,  Lee, 
and  Clyo,  at  Clyo,  June  4,  6;  Dublin,  11,  12; 
Millen  Ct.,  18,  19;  Stillmore,  Summit,  and 
Metter,  26,  26;  Herndon  and  Midville,  July 
3;  Charlestown  Ct.,  9,  10;  Haven,  Asbury, 
Gough,  and  Wadley,  16-17;  Hlltonia  Ct.,  23, 
24;  Sylvanla  Ct.,  30,  31;  Green  Hill,  August  1. 

Dear  Workers:  The  last  half  of  our  year 
begins  with  this.  Let’s  hit  hard  and  make, 
every  stroke  count.  Pray  and  work  for  re¬ 
vivals;  complete  the  claims;  take  in  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate.  Church  School 
and  Epworth  League  Convention  will  be  held 
at  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Statesboro  charge.  May 
26-29.  The  District  Conference  will  be  held 
at  Sylvanla,  July  28-31.  Come  with  every 
unit  up  in  full  to  that  point. — J.  S.  Strip¬ 
ling,  District  Superintendent. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

BATON  ROUGE,  LA. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
held  April  19,  1927.  Superintendent  B.  J. 
Reddix  presided.  He  expressed  him.self  well 


pleased  with  our  manner  of  handling  the 
affairs  of  the  church.  Reports  were  read 
from  every  auxiliary  of  the  church.  The 
same  showed  that  the  numerical,  financial, 
and  spiritual  tides  continue  to  rise.  The 
pastor’s  report  showed  that  twenty  persons 
had  been  happily  converted  to  Christ  and 
added  to  the  church  during  the  quarter,  plus 
two  additional  accessions,  making  a  total  of 
twenty-two  conversions  for  the  quarter.  The 
steward’s  report,  despite  the  fact  that  World 
Service,  Pension  and  Relief,  and  Episcopal 
Fund  were  paid  in  full  and  reported  in  first 
Quarterly  Conference,  showed  that  nearly 
$1,100  had  been  raised  for  present  quarter, 
and  that  there  is  a  balance  in  budget  fund  of 
more  than  $600  to  the  church’s  credit.  The 
report  further  showed  that  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  had  been  paid  in  full  ($50),  and 
that  the  pastor  had  received  a  cash  salary 
of  $390  during  the  quarter,  plus  a  $46  suit 
of  clothes  presented  to  him  by  the  stewardess 
board  as  an  Easter  present.  New  carpet 
has  been  put  in  the  altar  around  the  pulpit 
and  in  the  choir  stand  at  a  cost  of  nearly 
.$200.  New  fences  have  been  built  around 
the  church  property.  The  consensus  of 
opinion  in  Baton  Rouge  is  that  Wesley 
Chapel,  under  the  sane  leadership  of  the  Rev. 
J.  A.  Williams,  has  taken  her  place  in  the 
sun. — James  E.  Evans,  Reporter. 

JEANERETTE,  LA. 

We  all  feel  that  the  Rev.  H.  Daniels  is 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  The  second 
Quarterly  Conference  was  held  at  St.  Peter 
Church,  April  8.  Sunday  night  we  had  a 
spiritual  feast.  The  Rev.  Daniels  preached 
an  able  sermon  on  the  subject,  “The  Lord 
Will  Provide.”  A  reception  was  given  in 
honor  of  the  pastor’s  birthday  Sunday  night 
for  the  pastor  and  district  superintendent, 
by  Sisters  Mary  Thompson,  Mary  DeQueer, 
Ella  Alexander,  and  Lillie  Carroll.  We  thank 
them  kindly.  A  pound  party  was  given  for 
the  pastor,  April  13.  Those  participating 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  Alexander,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Naanian  Alexander,  Mesdames  L.  Wil¬ 
liams,  M.  Coleman,  V.  Doshan,  R.  Alexan¬ 
der,  M.  Dlxson,  R.  Gaines,  Mr.  G.  Alexan¬ 
der,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Carroll,  and  others. 
We  expect  to  make  a  round  report  at  Shreve¬ 
port.  We  will  not  forget  tlie  Southwestern. 
— Timothy  P.  Norris,  Pastor. 

MANCHESTER,  GA. 

The  Quarterly  Conference  convened  .tt 
Manchester  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
March  19  and  20,  1927.  The  Rev.  J.  B. 
Maddux,  district  superintendent,  presided. 
This  marked  one  of  the  great  Conferences 
of  this  charge.  Devotional  service  conducted 
by  the  pastor.  Rev.  M.  C.  King.  Timely  re¬ 
marks  relative  to  the  program  of  the  church 
were  made  by  our  kind  and  loving  district 
superintendent.  The  roll  was  called,  and 
most  of  the  officers  present  made  splendid 
reports.  The  pastor’s  report  showed  the  work 
to  be  moving  on  nicely.  Our  pastor  is  do¬ 
ing  his  bit  to  build  a  church  worth  while  at 
this  place.  Some  repairs  have  been  com¬ 
pleted,  a  small  though  live  Sunday  school 
and  Epworth  League,  and  a  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  working  harmoniously. 
We  must  make  this  the  best  year  in  its  his¬ 
tory.  Sister  King,  our  pastor’s  wife,  is  a 
live  wire  among  the  young  folks,  and  “over 
the  top”  is  our  motto.  The  district  super¬ 
intendent  preached  us  a  wonderful  serinon, 
and  left  us  filled  with  the  Spirit.  He  is  a 
power  in  the  pulpit,  and  we  look  forward 
to  his  coming  with  great  joy. — Reporter. 

MANHATTAN,  KAN. 

Some  of  the  features  of  our  second  quar¬ 
ter’s  activities:  The  closing  of  the  first  quar¬ 
ter  left  traces  of  unfinished  work.  So  we 
began  our  second  quarter  with  high  hopes 
and  determination  to  make  this  quarter  far 
better  than  the  preceding  one.  Our  first 
efforts  were  put  forth  in  a  rally  which  closed 
March  27.  It  was  highly  successful.  We  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  raising  $208.  Following  is  a  1'^ 
of  those  who  contributed,  together  with  w 
amounts  contributed:  Mrs.  M.  Wofford, 
Mrs.  A.  Keele,  president  Ladies’  Aid  Societyi 
together  with  others,  $40;  Junior  I.cagne, 
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Mrs.  E.  F.  Saxton,  superintendent,  $81;  the 
Rev,  B.  J,  Bonnell,  $26;  Mrs.  M.  L.  Don¬ 
nell,  $17;  Mr.  A,  Smith,  $26;  Miss  O.  Keele, 
^  3®*  Mrs.  E.  Dawson, 

$4;  Mrs.  R.  Brown,  $2.60;  Mr.  R.  S.  Brown, 
'  $1;  Mrs.  O.  Brown,  $6;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 

Morgan,  $2;  a  friend,  $2.60;  public,  $10. 
Though  the  rally  closed,  we  could  not  stop. 
We  next  turned  our  attention  and  efforts 
to  the  production  and  presentation  of  a  play. 
Mrs.  Emma  Dawson,  manager,  together  with 
a  cast  of  fifteen  young  men  and  women,  most 
of  whom  are  students  of  Kansas  State  Agri¬ 
cultural  College,  presented  the  play,  "The 
Minister’s  Wife’s  New  Bonnet,”  from  which 
we  cleared  $13.  This  sum  was  given  to  help 
the  Ladies’  Aid  in  its  efforts.  Then  came 
the  call  for  our  third  Quarterly  Conference. 
Superintendent  Booker  was  with  us,  and  an 
excellent  session  was  held,  with  good  reports. 
Following  closely  upon  the  heels  of  the  quar¬ 
ter  was  a  reception  given  for  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.^  G.  _T,  Saxton,  on  April  6,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  in  which 
every  colored  church  in  the  city  was  repre¬ 
sented.  The  Rev.  B.  M.  Hatton,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal;  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Wilson, 
Baptist;  the  Rev.  C.  Davis,  Church  of  God; 
and  Mr.  L.  Clem,  the  student  body  of  Kan¬ 
sas  State  Agricultural  College.  The  church 
was  beautifully  decorated  with  flowers.  Car¬ 
nations  were  donated  by  the  greenhouse 
authorities.— Rev.  G.  T.  Saxton,  Pastor;  Mr. 
L.  Clem,  Reporter. 

r  QUEEN  CITY,  TEXAS 

On  April  9  and  10  we  held  our  second 
Quarterly  Conference  at  Bethel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  with  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  E.  H.  Holden,  presiding.  Sun¬ 
day  school  was  conducted  at  9.46  A.  M.,  and 
at  tlie  eleven  o’clock  service  the  Rev.  Holden 
was  at  his  best.  He  preached  a  soul-stir- 
ring  sermon  to  the  delight  of  all  who  heard 
him.  Collection,  $19.70;  raised  for  the  pas¬ 
tor,  $6.66;  total,  $26.20.  We  are  striving  to 
do  much  this  year  under  the  successful 
leadership  of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  K.  S.  E. 
Henry.  We  thank  the  Conference  for  send¬ 
ing  us  such  a  noble  man  as  he.  We  have 
just  installed  a  new  piano.  Pray  for  our 
success.— Lucy  Mae  Johnson,  Reporter. 


one  of  our  members  of  Asbury,  died  In  East 

'T**®  funeral  was 
^tended  ^  Shuqualak  by  the  writer.— W.  C. 
iiilliard.  Pastor. 


Obituaries 


J’®®  more 

isited  our  ranks,  claiming  one  of  our  be¬ 
loved  women,  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  Ella 
Glenn,  who  died  March  8,  1927,  at  the  home 
m  her  sister  and  brother-in-law,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Teague,  Birmingham,  Ala.  Mrs. 
Glenn  was  known  throughout  the  Central 
Alabama  Conference.  Even  after  the  death 
cHii  G.  Glenn,  she 

accepted  the  position  as  matron  of  Central 
Alabama  College,  under  the  late  Bishop 
Camphor  Her  loving  care  of  the  students 
won  her  the  blessed  name  of  Mother  Glenn 
Leaving  there  she  went  to  a  larger  field  of 
service  where  she  made  many  friends.  Later 
she  went  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  she  did 
some  effective  work.  She  gave  her  life  work- 
ing  for  humanity,  in  the  church,  social  serv¬ 
ice  field,  and  in  the  home.  She  taught  Chris- 
tian  character  by  living  it.  She  was  cheer- 
ful  through  her  illness.  She  expressed  her- 
self  through  the  songs,  ‘Tve  Done  My  Work” 
and  Sunset  and  Evening  Star,”  etc.— Mrs. 
S.  J.  Jordan  and  Mrs.  E.  A.  Walls,  Friends. 


*The  Amen  Corner* * 

Rent  for  ••Amen  Conwr"  paid  by  Boawl  of 

ia  MiMteri'  R«$erv0  Pension  Ptmd 

complicated  or  difficult  to  underitaad. 
(^mpared  with  the  old  plan,  it  ii  simplicity 
■  ^^can  be  stated  in  two  paragraphs! 
Ftrsf;  Contributions  by  both  minlstm  ud 

to  the  seve“.3 

ministers  accounts  in  inverse  ratio  to  their 
bv“^mn  contributions,  accumulated 

J.  M 

Second:  The  Ministers’  Reserve  Pension 
connectional,  not  localised  in  an 
be  administered 
Fusions  and  Relief  and  wm 
provide  pensions  based  on  principles  tested 
by  long  eyerimce;  also  isabiliW,  death, 
orphans’  beneflts—wlth  adequate 
S  ^  adjusting  the  old  and  the  new 

t**®  ‘”‘^®'  statement  on 
the  titie  page  of  "Pension  Progress”  the 
^etch  and  “statement’  on  page  12  the 
“Secretarv’s  View”  on  page  24!  Sd  "Com- 

“Av?”““4e 

is  Biblic^-  only  scientific,  but 


HAMPTON— Mr.  Charlie  D.  Hampton,  Jr., 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charlie  Hampton,  de- 
®  Sunday  evening,  February  6, 
Jr?  member  of  St.  Mark  Meth- 

odist  Episcopal  Church,  DeKalb,  Miss.  He 
had  been  ill  for  several  months,  but  bore  his 
Illness  with  patience.  He  was  loved  by  all 
who  knew  him.  Their  loss  was  heaven’s  gain 
He  leaves  a  dear  mother,  father,  five  brothers, 
three  sisters,  and  many  relatives  and  friends 
to  mourn  their  loss.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
noted  hj  the  pastor.  Rev.  E.  H.  Williams.— 
Hezzie  C.  Scott.  Hennrf<*r 


SAN  SABA,  TEXAS 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  con¬ 
vened  April  23  and  24,  with  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  Rev.  S.  E.  Blacknell,  present. 
Sunday,  at  9  A.  M.,  we  had  a  splendid  Sun¬ 
day  school.  At  11  A.  M.,  by  request  of 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Hamilton,  dis- 
yict  superintendent,  gave  a  splendid  talk  on 
Sunday-school  and  church  work.  At  6  P  M 
the  Conference  was  called  to  order.  A  n’um- 
^ber  of  officers  were  present,  and  their  re- 

mcrease  along  all  lines. 

I  K  *  M.  a  song  service  was  conducted 

by  Miss  L.  M.  Kelly,  our  public  school 
teaclier.  The  young  people  are  falling  in 
hne  for  the  betterment  of  the  church.  At 
0  P.  M.  the  district  superintendent  preached 
a  soul-stirring  sermon,  after  which  the  Lord’s 
Supper  was  administered.  The  district  su¬ 
perintendent  expressed  himself  as  being  well 
pleased  with  the  condition  of  the  work  and 
good  spirit  of  the  people  to  work  this  year 
as  never  before.— Irene  McNelly,  Reporter. 

SHUQUALAK,  MISS. 

On  April  23,  our  second  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence  was  held,  with  Dr.  J.  H.  Tolbert,  dis- 
ifict  superintendent,  in  the  chair.  We  had  a 
one  quarter,  and  quite  a  number  of  the  offi- 
cers  were  present  with  good  reports.  Paid 
ine  district  superintendent  in  full.  Raised 
uuring  the  quarter  for  all  purposes,  $331. 
master  Sunday  was  a  great  day  with  us.  The 
faithfully  at  both  Asbury 
St.  Peter  Churches,  raising  the  sum  of 
Sister  Dew,  the  wife  of  the  efficient 
steward  at  St.  Peter,  Bro.  Willis  Dew,  won 

amount  of 

woney.  The  following  members  died  during 
V. ,  ®  quarter:  Bro.  Ed  Little,  February  20; 

“  member  of  St.  Peter.  Sister  Mary 
jWks,  a  faithful  member  of  Asbury.  Velma 
30;  she  was  a  faithful 

yea^?"  i*/*®*-  J.®'®"  ®bout  five 

Sister  Charity  Nelson,  daughter  of 


]  Hezzie  d  ScottT  Reporter. 

■  Hedrick,  a  member 

-  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Leaks- 

-  vine,  N.  C.,  passed  away  January  30,  1927. 

'  0^°?,®  ''®''  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

J.  w.  Smallwood.  Her  funeral  was  attended 
by  the  pastor.  Rev.  N.  M.  Black.  She  leaves 
a  husband,  parents,  two  sisters,  two  brothers, 

•  and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends  to  mourn 
their  loss.— Mrs.  Anna  D.  Foye,  Reporter. 

McDaniel — sister  Sarah  McDaniel  was 
born  in  1878  and  died  February  6,  1927.  She 
had  a  'stroke  of  paralysis  about  a  year  ago. 
She  endured  her  affliction  with  patience,  and 
her  faith  was  strong  until  the  last  hour.  Sis¬ 
ter  McDanielwas  forty-eight  years  of  age. 
She  joined  Two  Mile  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Leona  (Texas)  Circuit,  when  only 
eight  years  old,  therefore  giving  forty  years 
of  ser^ce.  She  lived  a  consistent  Christian 
life.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
A.  L.  Gabriel,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  E 
Norris,  of  the  Baptist  Church.— A.  L.  Gabriel 
Pastor.  ’ 

McWRIGHT — Mrs.  Nellie  McWright  was 
bora  in  Wainesburg,  N.  C.,  in  1863,  and  de¬ 
parted  this  life  February  28,  1927,  aged  sev- 
en^-four  years.  She  moved  to  Waldo,  Fla., 
With  her  parents  in  the  early  period  of  her 
me,  where  she  was  united  in  marriaee  to  Mr 
Edw^d  McWright,  June  17,  1876;  t^y  later 
moved  to  Lawtey,  Fla.,  where  she  joined  Mt. 
Nebo  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has 
given  many  years  of  faithful  service.  The 
funeral  w<as  held  from  the  above  named 
chur^  February  24,  and  was  conducted  by 
the  Rev,  J,  W.  Robinson,  assisted  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  E.  J.  Young.  Many  of  those 
present  were  given  an  opportunity  to  speak 
of  the  life  of  this  beloved  sister.  She  is  sur- 
«r  ,  husband,  Mr.  Edward  Me- 

Wright;  two  sons,  Eddie  and  Willie,  and  other 
relatives.  The  remains  were  tenderly  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Lawtey  cemetery.— Miss  Celia  M. 

J  ones.  Reporter.  ' 

NORRI^Amandn  Norris,  a  member  of 
John  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Durant,  Miss.,  died  February  4,  1927.  Sister 
Norris  was  a  loyal  and  faithful  member  of  1 
John  Wesley  for  thirty-five  years  and  she  1 
loved  her  church;  she  was  always  willing  to  • 


3.  /.  Contributions. 

(a)  By  the  ministers— 2%%  of  their 
*9  salaries. 

■-  "Every  man  shall  bear  his  own 

’»  burden.”  Gal.  6.  6. 

■-  (b)  By  the  church,  graduated  amounts 

®  equivalent  to  8%  of  the  salaries. 

I  "Partakers  of  spiritual  things, 

thexr  dnty  is  to  minister  in  carnal 
things."  Rom.  16.  27. 

_»  (c)  The  churches’  contributions  allo¬ 

cated  (credited)  to  the  ministers’ 
pension  accounts  severally  in  in¬ 
verse  ratio  to  their  salaries. 

“Bear  ye  one  another’s  burdens.” 
Gal.  6.  2. 

(d)  Sure  pensions  at  age  68,  based  on 
accumulations. 

"Laying  up  in  store  for  themselves 
a  good  foundation  against  the  time 
to  come."  1  Tim.  6.  19. 

II.  The  New  Pension  Fund  a  Reserve. 

(a)  Future  pensions  largely  provided 
by  compound  interest. 

“Wherefore  gavest  thou  not  my 
money  into  the  bank,  that  I  might 
receive  mine  own  with  interest!" 
Luke  19.  23. 

(b)  Pensions  for  past  services  funded 
or  commuted  into  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

“They  tlMt  preach  the  Gospel 
should  live  of  the  Gospel."  1  Cor. 
9.  14. 

Ill-  The  N ew  Fund  Connectional  or  Denom¬ 
inational. 

"A  Fellowship  of  Ministering." 

2  Cor.  8.  4. 

IV.  Death,  Disability,  Widows’  and  Orphans’ 
Benefits  for  unforeseen  contingencies. 

"A  Father  of  the  fatherless,  and 
a  Judge  of  widows  is  God."  Psa. 
68.  6. 

Intelligent  Faith  and  conquering  Courage 
is  needed  in  the  "Amen  Comer f’  to  bring 
about  a  better  day. 

“0,  watch  and  fight  and  pray. 

The  battle  ne’er  give  o^r; 

Renew  it  boldly  every  day. 

And  help  divine  implore!”  Amen. 
Joseph  B.  Hinoelet,  Cor.  Sec. 

do  whatever  the  church  asked  of  her.  She 
paid  $6  each  year  for  World  Service  for 
four  years,  and  paid  each  year  on  pastor’s 
salary  $6.  She  was  one  of  the  best  class 
leaders  in  the  church  and  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  all.  She  had  only  one  son,  who 
could  not  be  located  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
and  one  daughter-in-law.  The  funeral  serv- 
^es  were  conducted  by  the  pastor  and  the 
Rev.  F.  J.  Talbert.  A  paper  was  read  by 
Rosie  Stingley,  a  selection  by  C.  A.  Williams, 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Williams.  The 
body  was  laid  to  rest  In  the  Durant  cemetery. 

— R.  B.  Adams,  Pastor. 
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Tuskegee  Institute  Summer  Quarter 

TEN  WEEKS:  JUNE  6  TO  AUGUST  13 
First  Term:  June  6  to  July  9.  Sbcond  Tbru:  July  11  to  August  13. 

RedtEtkms  siz  days  in  the  week.  Twelve  weeks'  work  in  ten  wwks.  Credit  granted 
toward  High  School  and  Junior  College  Diplomas  in  Teacher  Training. 

Certificates  extended  and  renewed.  Registration  fee,  $3.50  for  one  term;  or  $6.00  for 
both  terms,  payable  in  advanra.  Writ*  for  Cataloz. 

R.  R.  MOTON,  Prlndfwl  C.  ROBERTS,  Dlrsctor 


canriit  for  two  years  In  the  public  schools, 
ana  was  then  married  to  Mr.  Felix  Lawrence 
in  1909,  with  whom  she  lived  until  1915.  Mr. 
Lawerence  was  accidentally  killed  in  the  coal 
mines  at  Attalla  at  that  time.  Their  home 
was  blessed  with  two  beautiful  children,  a 
boy  and  a  girl.  She  was  again  married  to  Mr. 
Johimy  Price,  a  very  fine  young  man,  with 
whom  she  lived  till  death.  Sister  Price  was 
reared  in  Ue  church,  but  formally  confessed 
the  Saviour  in  1906.  She  was  very  much 
devoted  to  her  church  as  long  as  she  lived. 
She  was  secretary  of  Aid  No.  2  of  the  Enon 
Ridge  Church  at  the  time  of  her  death.  She 
lingered  several  months  before  the  end  came, 
but  bore  it  patiently.  She  passed  into  the 
beyond  on  Thursday  afternoon,  February  17. 
Her  funeral  was  conducted  in  Enon  Church 
W  the  Rev.  J.  C.  McGee,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
W.  J.  Smith  and  the  writer.  She  leaves  to 
mourn  a  father,  mother,  husband,  two  chil¬ 
dren,  sister,  and  many  i^atives  and  friends. 
She  was  laid  to  rest  in  Mason  City  cemetery, 
where  she  sleeps  beneath  a  bank  of  flowers. — 
.Toel  C.  Carson,  Reporter. 

ROBINSON  —  Fannie  Lee  Robinson,  the 
daughter  of  Prof.  W.  R.  Robinson,  departed 
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this  life  January  27,  1927,  at  the  age  of  five 
years.  Little  Fannie  was  one  among  the  first 
children  baptised  four  years  ago,  when  the 
Rev.  A.  L.  Gabriel  came  to  Leona,  Texas,  in 
1923.  She  was  a  lovely  child  and  death  came  „ 

unexpectedly.  The  funeral  was  attended  by  sionary  Society — Dear  Sisters 
the  pastor.  The  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  more  days  and  we  will  be  C( 
the  Spring  Creek  cemetery. — A.  L.  Gabriel,  our  report  at  the  District  ^ 

Pastor 

VINSON — Mrs.  Ozella  Vinson  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  1,  1846;  married  January  7,  1869; 
joined  the  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Bolton,  Miss.,  1870,  in  which  she 
lived  a  consistent  Christian  for  about  fifty- 
six  years.  February  12,  1927,  Sister  Vinson 
laid  down  all  that  was  mortal  and  went 
up  to  be  with  God.  We  are  instructed  that 
her  funeral  was  the  largest  ever 
from  Bolton,  Miss.  In  testimony  of  her 
Christian  character  and  faithfulness  to  her 
neighbors,  society,  and  to  her  God,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  persons  either  read  papers  or  spoke 
in  pleasing  terms:  Brother  F.  L.  Jones,  Sis¬ 
ter  Angie  McGowan,  the  Revs.  Davis  and 
Vaughns,  of  Yazoo  City,  Miss.;  the  Revs. 

Hugh  White  and  J.  W.  West.  Each  min-  Dear  Sisters 
ister  mentioned  is  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Sister  Vinson  leaves  four  children  and  a 
host  of  grandchildren  and  great-grandchil¬ 
dren  to  mourn.  She  was  living  with  Brother 
W.  J.  Vinson  and  his  wife,  her  son  and 
daughter-in-law,  who  administered  unto  her 
very  tenderly  during  her  illness. — W.  L. 

Marshall,  Reporter. 

WADE — Horace  Wade,  the  son  of  the  Rev, 

J.  E.  Wade,  our  pastor  at  South  Omaha, 

Neb.,  was  born  at  Perry,  Okla.,  February  16, 

1906,  and  was  accidentally  killed  by  a  moving 
train  in  Clinton,  Okla.,  February  6,  1927,  aged 
twenty  years.  Horace  was  a  member  of 
Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  Sun¬ 
day  school,  Omaha,  also  a  member  of  the 
Evening  Star  Temple,  No.  4.  He  leaves  to 
mourn  their  loss  a  father,  stepmother,  two 
sisters,  other  relatives  and  friends.  The  Rev. 

T.  B.  Oville  officiated. — ^Y.  W.  Logan,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Woman’s  Column 

STOP— LOOK— READ ! 

The  date  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  Summer  School,  Gulfside,  Miss., 
has  been  changed  to  August  22-29,  inclusive. 

— Mrs.  Daisy  Bulkley-Taylor,  Dean. 

Savannah  Conference — The  eleventh  annual 

convention  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission-  _ 

ary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  To  the  Pastors,  Sunday  School  and  Ep-  _  — 

Church  of  the  Savannah  Conference,  will  con-  worth  League  Workers:  The  Birmingham 

vene  with  Kynett  Methodist  Episcopal  District,  Sunday  School  and  Epworth  League  night  for  the  rebuilding  of  our  Central  Ala- 

Church,  Forsyth,  Ga.,  June  2-6,  J.  W.  Brown,  Convention  will  convene  June  9-12,  at  Hob-  bama  Institute.  Every  Sunday  school  and 

pastor.  Will  the  auxiliary  presidents  write  son  City,  Ala.  Every  Sunday  school  and  Epworth  League  is  asked  to  send  a  donati^ 

the  pastor  the  number  of  delegates  from  Epworth  League  on  the  district  Is  expected  for  this  cause.  It  will  be  credited  to  W 

their  charges? — E.  P.  Walker,  Correspond-  to  send  a  good  delegation  to  this  meeting,  quota  that  you  are  to  raise. — John  H.  Red¬ 
ing  Secretary.  On  Friday  night,  June  10,  will  be  the  rally  rick.  District  President. 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA 


F.  A.  DICKS 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  report 
■  blanks  for  your  young  people’s  work  have 
?  been  sent  to  you.  Please  see  that  they  be 
filled  correctly  and  returned  to  Mrs.  Lillian 
G.  Coleman,  Box  269,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.  We 
are  hoping  to  make  this  a  great  year  in  the 
cause  of  missions. 

Dear  Sisters  of  the  Lincoln  Conference: 
attended  The  Womans’  Home  Missionary  Society 
Convention  will  convene  June  1-4,  1927,-  at 
Parsons,  Kans.  We  urge  that  each  auxiliary 
send  dues  and  pledge  money  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  treasurer,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Curtis,  Box  16, 
Boley,  Okla.  Send  reports  to  Mrs.  M.  L. 
Williams,  Conference  corresponding  secre¬ 
tary,  1827  Van  Buren  Street,  Topeka,  Kans. 
~  “■  ■  The  one  thing  needful  before 

us  is  a  membership  campaign  to  get  more 
members  tO  help  carry  out  the  plans  of  the 
jubilee  goal,  and  that  we  iftake  this  a  banner 
year.  The  auxiliary  bringing  in  the  largest 
number  of  members  will  receive  a  prize. — 
Loal  Culverhouse.  President;  M.  L.  Williams, 
Secretary. 

Alexandria,  La. — To  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Alexandria  Dis- 
,  trlct:  Dear  Sisters,  Brother  Pastors,  and 
District  Superintendent:  Our  convention  is 
drawing  near,  which  will  be  held  at  New 
Orleans,  La.,  June  17-19,  1927.  Now,  dear 
coworkers,  please  do  your  best  to  send  in 
all  reports  by  the  last  of  May  or  the  first 
of  June  to  Mrs.  M.  E,  David,  1660  Hotch¬ 
kiss  Street,  Shreveport,  La.,  and  the  figures 
to  me.  We  are  anxious  for  every  church  to 
send  in  a  good  report.  We  need  the  aid  of 
everyone.  Let  us  work,  push,  and  plan  that 
we  may  be  able  to  put  over  a  complete  pro¬ 
gram.  We  are  looking  forward  for  a  great 
year’s  work,  and  we  ask  the  district  super¬ 
intendent  and  all  pastors  for  your  co-oper¬ 
ation.  The  great  church  is  calling  on  us 
as  never  before.  We  realize  more  and  more 
that  without  God  we  can  do  nothing.  He 
who  works  with  Him  does  best. — Lucy  Davis, 
President. 


Watch  Your 
Children  'sDaip 
Offering  Grow 


I  Use  Special  Coin  Envelopes 

RUSH  ORDER  FORM 

Please  send  me  free  of 

charge . coin 

envelopes  for  our  Children’s 
Day  Services. 

Name . 

Church . 

St.  &  No . 

Town . 

State . - . - . 

The  time  is  short.  Please  send 
these  supplies  by  return  mail. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
740  Rush  St.,  Chicago,  111. 
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CINCINNATI.  OHIO,  AND  NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA,  MAY  19,  19*7 


The  Annual  World  Service  Roll  Call  Means 


The  Whofe  Church  Enlisted  for 


World  Service  Before  Mav  31st 


These  things  should  be  completed  in  everg  charge  before 
that  date: 

1.  EVERYBODY  in  the  charge  thoroughly  informed  on  World 

Service. 

2.  Complete  the  EVERY  MEMBER  World  Service  Canvass. 

3.  If  the  Canvass  has  already  been  conducted,  have  a  well-organ¬ 

ized  canvass  of  all  World  Service  NON-CONTRIBUTORS 
in  the  charge.  It  is  the  non -contributors  who  hold  back  the 
world  progress  of  the  Church. 

4.  COLLECT  all  amounts  due  on  World  Service  pledges  to 

May  31st. 

5.  REMIT  all  World  Service  moneys  on  hand  to  Orrin  W. 

Auman,  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  in  time  to  reach  that 
office  before  May  31st. 


CHRIST  FOR  THE  WORLD 


When  the  Roll  is  called,  let  no  church  fail,  and  mag  there  be 
no  member  missing. 


SUN 

MON 

1 

2 

8 

9 

15 

16 

22 

23 

s 
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Personal  and  General 

— ^The  Graeral  Conference  of  1928  has  been 
voted  to  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

—The  Rev.  J.  W.  Gdden,  D.D.,  is  rendering 
very  valuable  service,  conducting  evangelistic 
campaigns  in  the  North  and  East. 

— Dr.  E.  J.  Cox,  our  pastor  at  Centenary 
Church,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  has  been  preaching 
able  sermons  to  flood  refugees  in  and  around 
Memphis. 

— Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  resident  bishop  of  the 
New  Orleans  Area,  is  exerting  every  effort  to 
secure  data  and  information  regarding  our 
unfortunate  friends  who  are  suffering  as  a 
result  of  the  flood. 

—The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  F.  W.  Brown,  pastor 
of  our  Mount  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  New  Orleans,  celebrated  their 
twenty-fifth  wedding  anniversary  .on  Friday 
night.  May  18,  at  their  residence,  2217  Jack- 
son  Avenue. 

— The  membership  and  friends  of  St.  James 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Monroe,  La., 
are  all  smiles,  due  to  the  fact  that  they  ob¬ 
served  Mothers’  Day,  May  8,  in  their  beauti¬ 
ful  and  newly  finished  auditorium.  The  Rev. 
Arthur  Booker  is  the  popular  pastor. 

—Prof.  G.  W.  Oliver,  of  Rust  College,  is 
sending  an  urgent  call  to  all  former  students 
to  be  present  at  a  special  meeting  of  the 
alumni  association  at  the  college,  Tuesday, 
May  31.  The  Hon.  Henry  Avant,  of  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  will  be  the  principal  speaker. 

— Not  only  is  he  making  fine  progress  in 
every  line  of  activity  of  his  great  outstand¬ 
ing  church,  but  Dr.  A.  P.  Shaw,  Wesley 
Chapel’s  able  pastor,  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
assures  us  he  is  on  the  job  for  the  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate  as  never  before. 

— The  Rev.  A.  G.  Jenkins  has  begun  very 
auspiciously  the  year’s  work  in  his  new  pas¬ 
torate  at  Asheville,  N.  C.  He  previously 
served  with  notable .  success  pastorates  in 
Marshall,  Texas,  and  New  Orleans,  La.  In 
ability  and  character  he  is  an  asset  to  the 
North  Carolina  Conference. 

— The  oldest  Methodist  church  in  the  city 
of  Milwaukee,  Grand  Avenue,  Dr.  Robert 
Basil  Stansell,  pastor,  has  Changed  its  name 
to  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
This  is  its  rightful  name  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,  because  it  was  the  first  religious  or¬ 
ganization  created  in  Milwaukee  County  in 
1836. 

— Born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meredith  M.  Lewis, 
of  Chicago,  Ill.,  on  April  21,  1927,  a  fine  baby 
girl,  Vilma  Adele.  Mrs.  Lewis  was  formerly 
Miss  Hattie  Stanley,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  C.  S.  Stanley,  New  Orleans.  She  is 
a  graduate  of  New  Orleans  College,  and  was 
popular  in  church  circles  here.  Their  many 
friends  extend  congratulations. 

— Prof.  R.  J,  Simmons,  formerly  of  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  which  section  of  our  Methodism  he  at 
one  time  represented  in  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  now  resident  in  Duluth,  Minn.,  writes 
that  his  oldest  son  and  his  daughter.  Miss 
Edna  Mae,  both  graduate  this  June  from 
Duluth  Central  High  School.  Both  parents 
and  youngsters  are  to  be  congfratulated. 

— President  David  Dallas  Jones,  of  Bennett 
College  for  Women,  at  Greensboro,  N.  C., 
was  inaugurated  with  inspiring  ceremonies  on 
the  college  campus,  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.,  May 
25,  1927.  Leading  educators,  church  laymen, 
and  pastors  of  different  institutions  and  de¬ 
nominations  were  present,  bringing  good 
wishes  and  lending  high  academic  distinc¬ 
tion  to  the  occasion. 

— One  of  the  Gammon  boys,  the  Rev.  E.  C. 
McLeod,  was  appointed  by  Bishop  W.  P. 
Thirkield,  presiding  at  the  New  England  Con¬ 
ference,  to  be  pastor  and  director  of  activities 
of  the  colorea  membership  of  Morgan  Me¬ 
morial,  Church  of  All  Nations,  Boston,  Mass. 
Bro.  McLeod  is  one  of  the  two  valued  col¬ 
ored  members  of  New  England  Conference, 
the  other  being  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Marks,  of 
Worcester,  Mass. 

—The  Rev.  O.  B.  Quick  and  family,  of  our 
Fourth  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Shaw- 


mut  Ave.,  Bostem,  were  tendered  a  reception 
of  honor,  Thursday  evening,  May  6,  by  the 
Ladles’  Aid  Society,  officers,  and  members 
of  that  historic  congregation.  Dr.  Quick  was 
formerly  stationed  in  the  far  South,  but  is 
now  a  member  of  the  New  England  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
where  he  is  making  good. 

— Ministers  and  religious  workers  progres¬ 
sively  Inclined  will  receive  with  pleasure  in¬ 
formation  of  the  opening  of  the  seventh  An¬ 
nual  Mid-Summer  Conference  of  Union  The¬ 
ological  Seminary,  New  York  City,  from  July 
11-22.  During  the  period,  series  of  five  lec¬ 
tures  each  will  be  given  on  the  general 
themes,  “The  Death  of  Christ,’’  “Religion  In 
the  Modern  World,”  “Youth  of  To-day  and 
the  Church,”  “The  Origins  of  the  Gospels,” 
“Foreign  Missions  and  the  Home  Ministry,” 
and  “Methods  of  Preaching.”  Several  of  our 
pastors  have  written  us  testifying  to  the 
great  benefits  they  have  received  from  at¬ 
tendance  upon  courses  in  this  midsummer 
Conference  in  the  past. 

— The  unpVecedented  record  of  winning 
twenty-three  consecutive  games  before  meet^ 
ing  defeat  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  Froebel 
high  school  basket-ball  team  of  Gary,  Ind. 
In  the  Gary  first  annual  interscholastic  track 
meet,  the  individual  big-point  performer  was 
Gordon,  young  son  of  the  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  local  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  E.  L.  Gordon, 
himself  an  old  athletic  ace.  Young  Gordon, 
tall,  vigorous,  agile,  observant,  proved  him¬ 
self  easily  the  star  athlete  of  the  meet.  He 
copped  seventeen  points,  finishing  first  in  both 
the  120  yard  high  and  220  yard  low  hurdles, 
being  tied  for  honors  only  in  the  high-jump 
event.  Young  Gordon  is  only  nineteen  years 
of  age,  and  has  been  proffered  a  scholarship 
in  the  University  of  Iowa. 

— One  of  our  most  efficient  pastors  is  the 
Rev.  William  H.  Williams,  A.M.,B.D.,  of 
Wheeling,  W.  Va.  For  the  past  year  he  has 
conducted  within  his  parish  a  large  leader¬ 
ship  training  class  composed  of  members  of 
different  denominations.  For  this  work  our 
Board  of  Church  Schools  has  granted  official 
certificates  to  those  graduating.  Attesting 
the  standard  type  of  Dr.  Williams’  work,  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Exten¬ 
sion  has  granted  him  a  scholarship  to  the 
Interdenominational  City  Workers’  Confer¬ 
ence  at  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New 
York  City.  The  International  Council  of  Re¬ 
ligious  Education  has  appointed  him  also  to 
a  position  on  its  teaching  staff,  pursuant  to 
which  appointment  he  will  assist  in  that  coun¬ 
cil’s  summer  institutes  within  the  State  of 
West  Virginia. 

— “The  Gospel  of  Goodwill”  is  the  challeng¬ 
ing  title  of  a  series  of  addresses  recently 
delivered  by  Dr.  Ch^s.  A.  Tindley,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  in  a  tour  of  Illinois  cities.  At  De¬ 
catur  he  spoke  under  combined  auspices  of 
the  Methodist  churches,  with  District  Super¬ 
intendent  A.  M.  Wells  in  charge.  At  Spring- 
field  Dr.  Tindley  was  guest  of  the  Midday 
Luncheon  Club  at  the  Leland  Hotel,  where 
he  was  greeted  by  representatives  of  various 
denominational  bodies,  occupying  places  at 
the  speaker’s  table.  Walter  M.  Allen,  State 
superintendent  of  public  instruction;  Francis 
G.  Blair,  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Campbell,  the  Rev. 
A.  M.  Wells,  Decatur,  Ill.;  the  Rev.  Walter 
■  R.  Cremeans,  the  Rev.  Hudson  Pittman, 
Michael  Eckstein,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Sydes,  the 
Rev.  George  A.  Brown,  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Guy, 
the  Rev.  H.  W.  McPherson,  the  Rev.  Laverne 
Taylor,  Dr.  A.  R.  Crook,  Robt.  Taylor,  and 
E.  J.  Kneale.  Pastor  of  what  is  probably 
the  largest  Negro  church  in  the  world.  Dr. 
Tindley  is  wielding  wide  influence  with  his 
remarkable  insight  into  human  nature  and 
his  fine  spirit  and  rare  poise,  in  contributing 
to  the  problem  of  race  group  adjustment. 

— With  reference  to  the  election  of  Dr.  Mor- 
decai  Wyatt  Johnson,  S.T.M.,  D.D.,  to  the 
presidency  of  Howard  University  less  than 
a  year  ago.  The  Christian  Century  said  edi¬ 
torially:  “In  their  selection  of  Dr.  Johnson 
it  is  safe  to  predict  that  the  trustees  have 
found  a  man  who  can  justify  their  belief 
in  the  ability  of  the  modern  American  Ne¬ 
gro  to  provide  his  own  educational  leader¬ 
ship.  He  has  been  one  of  the  first  of  his 


raet  to  see  the  racial  problem  in  this  country 
in  itk  true  perspective  as  a  part  of  a  larger 
world  problem.  He  goes  now  to  a  position 
in  which  it  may  be  his  privilege  to  pass  on  H 
his  own  breadth  and  depth  of  view  to  hun¬ 
dreds  among  the  coming  leaders  of  the  Ne¬ 
groes  of  America.”  In  testimony  of  the 
prompt  fulfillment  of  such  a  prophecy,  the 
board  of  trustees  and  the  faculty  of  How¬ 
ard  University  are  extending  invitations  to 
the  inauguration  ceremonies  of  the  new  presi¬ 
dent,  to  be  conducted  on  the  university  cam¬ 
pus,  Washington,  D.  C.,  at  8.80  o’clock,  on 
Friday,  June  10,  1927.  At  that  time  will 
be  marked  a  new  period  in  the  life  of  the 
university  and  a  new  epoch  in  the  cultural 
life  of  the  race. 

Commencement  Days 

AT  NEW  ORLEANS  UNIVERSITY, 
MAY  13-26,  1927 

Friday,  May  13,  8  P.  M. — Concert,  music 
department  and  alumni. 

Wednesday,  May  18,  7  to  10  P.  M. — Re¬ 
ception  to  graduates  by  President  and  Mrs. 
Kriege. 

Thursday,  May  19,  8  P.  M. — Students’  re¬ 
cital. 

Friday,  May  20,  8  P.  M. — Graduation  ex¬ 
ercises,  model  grade  school. 

Sunday,  May  22,  8  P.  M.— Baccalaureate 
sermon,  Presiaent  O.  E.  Kriege. 

Monday,  May  23,  8  P.  M. — Senior  play, 
“Crimson  and  Blue,”  Jerome  K.  Jerome.  < 

Tuesday,  May  24,  8  P.  M. — Graduation  ex¬ 
ercises,  high  school  (Gilbert  Academy). 

Wednesday,  May  25,  8  P.  M. — Graduation 
exercises,  teachers’  course.  9  P.  M. — Alumni 
reunion  and  banquet. 

Thursday,  May  26,  10  A.  M. — Commence¬ 
ment  address  by  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  Ph.D., 
Atlanta,  Ga.  Conferring  of  degrees. 

Commencement  Program 

MORRISTOWN  NORMAL  AND  INDUS- 
TRIAL  COLLEGE 

Friday,  May  20,  7.30  P.  M. — Oratorical 
contest. 

Sunday,  May  22,  10.30  A.  M. — Baccalau¬ 
reate  sermon,  “Swift  Memorial  Chapel,”  Dr. 
King  D.  Beach,  pastor  St.  James  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Chicago,  Ill.  7.30  P.  M. — 
Annual  sermon,  the  Rev.  H.  S.  Hlght,  Pu- 
Idslci 

Monday,  May  23,  10.30  A.  M. — Annual 
meeting  board  of  trustees.  2.30  P.  M.-^lass 
day  exercises.  7.30  P.  M. — Oratorical  con¬ 
test.  Tuesday,  May  24,  10.30  A.  M. — Presi¬ 
dent’s  day  exercises.  2  P.  M. — Alumni  meet¬ 
ing.  7.30  P.  M. — Play,  “Take  My  Advice.” 

Wednesday,  May  26,  10  A.  M. — Graduation  . 
exercises.  Address  by  Dr.  Arlo  Ayres  Brown, 
president  Chattanooga  University. 

The  friends  and  patrons  of  the  college  are 
cordially  invited  to  attend  these  exercises. 
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The  Flood  Sufferers 


The  Mississippi  delta  for  nearly  the  entire  length 
of  that  historic  “Father  of  Waters,”  from  St.  Louis 
to  its  mighty  rushing  outlet  below  the  Crescent 
City,  presents  an  appalling  spectacle  of  suffering — one 
of  the  direst  calamities  that  has  ever  befallen  the  nation. 

Thousands  upon  thousands  of  acres  of  the  most  fertile 
farm  lands  of  which  American  agricultural  interests  can 
boast,  have  been  swept  clean  by  tons  of  mad,  meandering 
waters,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  remain  still 
inundated  by  the  spreading  backwaters  which  seem  to 
harbor  some  sinister  spite  against  the  helpless  inhabit¬ 
ants  whose  hotpes  and  fortunes  are  within  its  path.  And 
the  end  is  not  yet.  For  while  these  lines  are  being  writ¬ 
ten,  as  if  it  were  not  yet  satisfied,  the  greedv  river  is 
gnawing  in  its  yielding  levee  banks  crevasses  of  more 
^  than  fifty  feet  in  width.  One  of  the  main  levees  guard¬ 
ing  the  famous  “Sugar  Bowl”  territory  of  Louisiana  is 
reported  to  be  broken  already  in  ten  places,  threatening 
additional  inundation  of  lands  and  destitution  of  in- 
,  creasing  thousands  of  people.  By  the  time  this  page  is 
seen  by  our  readers,  at  least  a  half  million  of  victims 
of  the  flood  ravages  will  be  coralled  in  refugee  camps  or 
dependent  upon  the  charity  of  the  nation  for  bare  phys¬ 
ical  comforts. 

A  fair  estimate  is  that  three  fourths  of  the  entire 
number  of  dependents  are  Negroes.  Upon  these  are  fall¬ 
ing  hardest  the  pangs  of  physical  discomfiture  and  suffer¬ 
ing  the  exposure,  the  hunger,  the  epidemics  of  disease, 
accompanying  evils  of  such  calamities.  Propertv  dam- 
age  and  destruction  is  likewise  appalling,  carrving  in 
its  path  despondency  and  despair.  Livestock  and  cattle 
by  the  hundreds  have  been  drowned,  homes,  representing 
in  thousands  of  cases  the  total  earthly  possessions  of  their 
former  occupants,  stand  watersoaked,  deserted,,  dens  now 
for  the  winged  creatures  of  the  forests.  Even  these  are 
perishing  for  lack  of  food  from  forest  and  field.  Schools 
many  of  which  were  such  in  name  only — are  closed. 
Churches  are  under  water,  and  religious  services  in  many 
places  completely  disrupted. 

One  of  our  pastors  has  just  written  to  us  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter:  “On  account  of  the  floods  in  our  parish,  we 
have  been  forced  to  move  into  the  parsonage  with  the 
®  distant  town.  I  am  completely  shut  out 
from  my  work,  which  is  all  under  water.  In  the  pres¬ 
ent  circumstances  my  people  are  not  able  to  perform 
their  church  duties.  From  this  letter  the  brethren  may 
get  some  idea  of  the  serious  situation  I  am  in.  On  the 
night  of  April  22,  I  was  attempting  to  cross  swollen 
Silver  Creek  in  a  small  boat  when,  to  my  dismay,  the 
boat  sank  with  me  in  fifteen  feet  of  dangerous  water. 
Not  knowing  how  to  swim  put  me  in  grave  peril.  But 
by  the  help  of  God,  through  presence  of  mind,  fortun- 
^  fttel_\  I  clung  to  the  boat  until  some  brothers  arrived 
and  rescued  me.  Being  chilled  through  before  reaching 
the  bank,  I  have  not  been  well  since  the  accident.  The 
good  people  of  Rev. - ’s  church  gave  me  a  liberal  col¬ 

lection  of  $4.24  Sunday  night,  for  which  we  thank  them. 
And  we  ask  the  kindness  and  prayers  of  all.” 


1  o  meet  the  flood  situation,  measures  of  relief  are 
uell  under  way,  but  caution  here  is,  of  course,  necessary. 
Appeals  are  being  multiplied,  some  of  them  being  set  up 
by  irresponsible  persons.  As  always  happens  in  such 
crises,  even  fakirs  will  ply  their  trade  of  exploiting  a 
generously  inclined  public.  And,  too,  there  will  arise 
now,  as  officious  champions  of  the  cause  of  the  suffering 
ones,  some  who  will  be  self-appointed  money  getters.  We 
have  been  told  that  there  are  in  some  sections  local 
agencies  administering  relief  to  refugees  and  charging 
the  same  to  account,  although  the  supplies  so  charged 
are  part  of  the  free  donation  sent  into  the  community 
by  outside  charity  for  free  distribution.  And  that 
thus  Negroes  are  being  inveigled  into  unjust  labor  con¬ 
tracts. 

Of  these  methods  of  “relief”  let  the  generous  public 
beware.  Funds  intended  for  relief  should  be  entrusted 
to  properly  accredited  and  well-known  agencies,  from 
which  an  accounting  can  be  had  on  the  proper  occasibn. 
In  intent  and  generally  in  actual  operation,  the  Red 
Cross  agencies  insure  the  proper  allocation  of  funds  in 
the  most  direct  and  responsible  system  for  general  relief 
under  such  circumstances.  Rarely,  though  sometimes 
it  appears  that  local  administrators’  activities  reveal  a 
biased  local  coloring.  Such  irregularities,  however,  are 
subject  to  correction  through  channels  of  gi*ievance  and 
redress,  properly  sought. 

For  these  tens  of  thousands  of  distressed  Negroes, 
chiefly  of  the  rural  sections,  the  greatest  concern  must 
be  shown  as  to  their  future  well-being.  Staring  them 
in  the  face  is  gaunt  debt— child  of  the  plantation  sys¬ 
tem.  Many  of  them  will  remain  attached  to  the  old 
farms  and  surroundings  and  there  attempt  to  rebuild 
their  fortunes  on  the  old  ruins.  They  must  go  in  debt 
from  the  start,  taking  their  chances  for  success.  To  thus 
go  into  debt  in  the  delta  means  that  they  become  vic¬ 
tims  to  other  forms  of  enslavement  so  common  in  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  delta  according  to  reports  from  those  who  know 
the  conditions  peonage  and  enforced  labor.  Seldom  is 
it  possible  for  Negroes  to  extricate  themselves  from 
debt  in  the  section.  Though  they  work  slavishly  during 
the  whole  twelve  months,  at  the  end  of  the  year  they  are 
told  by  the  planters  that  they  “didn’t  quite  pay  out.” 
If  escape  is  attempted,  the  State  contract  labor  laws 
are  so  framed  as  to  empower  the  planter  to  pursue  and 
have  the  “debtor”  returned  to  the  toils  till  the  “debt” 
has  been  satisfied.  We  have  learned  that  the  few  Negroes 
who  are  permitted  to  “pay  out”  of  debt  in  the  delta  are 
merely  the  “stool  pigeons”  of  the  planters  to  deceive 
the  outsider  as  to  real  conditions  existing  on  many  large 
1  ural  estates  that  are  municipalities  immune  within  them¬ 
selves. 

Another  distressing  phase  of  the  flood  situation  is  in 
the  report  now  current  that  exodus  of  Negro  refugees 
to  other  sections  of  the  country  is  forbidden  in  interest 
of  the  planters  lest  their  labor  supply  become  lowered. 
The  effects  of  this  prohibition  are  twofold.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  a  restriction  op,  the  freedom  of  American  cit- 
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izens  to  go  to  any  section  of  their  own  country  where 
opportunity  calls  and  wherever  they  prefer  to  live.  '  No¬ 
body  has  any  right  to  coerce  Negroes  to  live  in  the 
delta  or  anywhere  they  do  not  desire  to  live.  It  is  poor 
public  policy  to  undertake  to  illegally  compel  classes  of 
folk  to  live  against  their  will  in  undesirable  localities  or 
sections.  Moreover,  this  flood  will  result  in  a  largely  re¬ 
duced  acreage  for  the  present  crop  year.-  To  force 
Negroes  to  remain,  means  to  glut  the  labor  market  and 
consequently  to  reduce  the  price  of  farm  labor  to  the 
minimum.  This  will  result  in  lowering  very  substantially 
the  standard  of  living  to  the  bare  existence  point  for 
thousands  of  ambitious  and  industrious  folk. 

It  is  an  “ill  wind  that  blows  nobody  good,”  and  if 
the  flood  breaks  up  the  old  feudal  system  of  the  delta, 
making  possible  the  escape  and  redistribution  of  Negroes 


from  notorious  agricultural  conditions  hanging  over  from 
the  plantation  customs  of  bygone  bitter  days,  the  flood  evil 
will  have  been  counteracted  by  the  good.  Because  of  its 
significance  for  the  future  status  of  the  Negro,  the  flood 
calamity  in  all  of  its  aspects  should  be  carefully  watched 
by  the  Federal  Government.  Undoubtedly  there  will  re¬ 
sult  a  marked  redistribution  of  the  colored  population 
in  the  flood- ridden  area.  To  this  trend  of  the  Negro  the 
Government  should  give  attention  lest  sinister  efforts  set 
up  to  hamper  freedom  of  his  movements.  And  to  the 
nature  of  labor  contracts,  likewise,  careful  scrutiny 
should  be  given  by  Federal  authorities  that  peonage  and 
enforced  labor  may  be  forever  estopped  in  certain  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  nation.  There  are  many  ways  to  render 
fundamental  aid  to  these  flood  sufferers,  of  which  it  is 
hoped  the  Government  will  be  apprised. 


m 

Flood  Brings  Calamity  to  Methodist 

Churches 

By  Dr.  J.  S.  Stowell 


The  reports  continuing  to  come  in  from  the  flood 
centers  of  the  Mississippi  area  indicate  that  the 
havoc  wrought  to  Methodist  churches  is  perhaps 
the  most  widespread  of  any  calamity  in  the  history  of 
the  church.  A  telegram  from  Montgomery,  Ala.,  says: 
“Flood  conditions  indescribable.  Upper  Mississippi, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Little  Rock  Conferences  hard 
hit.  Pastors  and  people  driven  out  of  Mississippi  bot¬ 
toms  to  hills.  They  are  in  camps  at  Memphis,  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Yazoo  City,  etc.  Cannot  tell  where  pastors  and 
people  from  Clarksdale  District  are.**  A  telegram  from 
Meridian,  Miss.,  contains  the  following  information: 
“Floods  in  the  Mississippi  delta  the  worst  in  the  history 
of  the  country.  The  Greenville,  the  Clarksdale,  and  most 
of  the  Greenwood  Districts  of  our  Upper  Mississippi 
Conference  are  under  water;  also  the  following  charges 
in  the  Mississippi  Conference:  Craig,  Lamkin,  Yazoo 
City,  and  Yazoo  circuit.  All  delta  towns  not  under 
water  are  overcrowded  with  refugees.  Suffering  in¬ 
describable.  Most  of  the  people  and  pastors  have 
lost  all.  Many  pastors  and  people  miraculously  es¬ 
caped  with  their  lives.  Help  urgently  needed.**  An¬ 
other  message  from  New  Orleans  contains  the  following : 
“Thirty-five  of  our  churches  and  pastors  affected.  Situa¬ 
tion  serious.  Help  for  these  much  needed.”  From 
Shreveport  comes  the  following:  “Grand  Bayou  circuit, 
the  Rev.  C.  C.  Smith,  pastor:  Two  churches  are  under 
water.  People  have  moved  away.  Parsonage  is  also  un¬ 
der  water.  Bayou-Lachute,  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Hilton,  pas¬ 
tor:  One  church  is  under  water.  Half  of  the  people  have 
moved  away.  Nothing  can  be  done  at  this  place  this  year. 
Thomas  Chapel,  J.  L.  Kirvin,  pastor:  One  church  is 
under  the  water.  Pastor  moved  to  Mansfield.  Vanceville 
circuit,  J.  C.  Calvin,  pastor:  One  church  under  water. 
Jewella  circuit,  L.  L.  Green,  pastor:  One  church  under 
water.  Many  of  the  people  have  moved  to  Shreveport. 
Seems  that  the  condition  is  growing  worse.  I  sincerely 
trust  that  your  Board  will  do  its  very  best  for  these 
separate  pastors.**  Our  pastor  at  Greenwood  wires: 
“TTie  places  in  Greenwood  District,  Upper  Mississippi 
delta,  under  water,  viz.,  Greenville,  Belzoni,  Inverness. 


Many  drowned.  Many  refugees.  Many  rescued.  Pas¬ 
tors*  families  escaped,  but  without  means  of  support. 
Indianola  backwaters  cover  suburbs.  Pastor  needs  aid. 
These  are  the  worst  affected  places  in  Greenwood  Dis¬ 
trict.’*  A  telegram  dated  May  8,  from  Baton  Rouge, 
is  as  follows:  “Just  arrived  from  flooded  territory  on 
my  district.  Found  conditions  serious.  Islaqd  is^  flooded, 
and  the  people  are  in  refugee  camps.  Lettsworth  is  in 
a  serious  plight.  Minister  couldn’t  be  located.  The 
minister  and  members  of  the  Melville  charge  have  moved 
out.  Torras  is  expected  to  go  under  at  any  minute.  All 
churches  on  the  west  banks  are  affected,  and  people  are 
leaving.  I  found  people  in  camps  without  shoes,  food, 
and  the  proper  clothing.  In  some  places  I  found  people 
storing  thefr  household  goods  and  cattle  in  hurriedly 
built  houses  above  the  level  of  the  water,  where  the  water 
hasn’t  broken.  Boats  are  waiting  to  carry  the  affected 
people  to  safety.  All  of  the  available  man  power  is  found 
carrying  bags  of  sand  to  the  levees.  The  people  have 
never  witnessed  anything  like  this  before.  Sickness  and 
death  is  found  in  most  of  the  affected  territory.  Women 
are  giving  birth  to  children  without  proper  medical  at¬ 
tention  en  route  to  camps.  If  ever  there  was  a  time  this 
district  needs  help,  it  is  now.”  From  Little  Rock  word 
comes  that  fifteen  churches  are  under  water.  These 
churches  having  a  membership  of  1,200.  Half  of  the 
members  have  been  driven  from  their  homes  by  the  flood. 
For  weeks  it  has  been  impossible  to  do  any  work  in  the 
communities.  The  pastors  have  no  means  of  support. 

Every  Methodist  church  is  urged  to  take  a  special 
collection  for  the  benefit  of  the  churches  and  pastors  in 
the  flooded  area  and  send  it  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Elliott,  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Exten¬ 
sion,  1701  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  By  a  very 
fitting  coincidence,  the  first  check  received  arrived  from 
the  church  in  Johnstown,  Pa.,  before  any  public  appeal 
had  been  sent  out.  That  congregation  passed  through 
a  flood  experience  some  years  ago,  and  it  did  not  require 
much  imagination  for  the  older  members  in  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  picture  the  calamity  that  has  come  to  so  many 
churches  in  the  recently  flooded  area. 
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Outline  of  Christianity  Birmingham  to  Bombay,  from  Detroit  to  Foochow,  and 

WHEN  Negro  spirituals  are  discussed  the  emphasis  criss-cross  fashion  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth. 

is  usually  laid  on  the  quaintness  and  beauty  of  ; .  9ot  a  robe."  The  robe  is  the 

the  music  or  the  primitive  conceptions  of  the  «®e-honored  symbol  of  the  redemption  of  humanity  in 
words  or  the  unique  place  which  these  spirituals  have  in  It  is  a  tremendous  faith  to  reach  up  to, 

American  music.  The  result  is  that  the  striking  and  pro-  Testament. 


American  music.  The  result  is  that  the  striking  and  pro-  1®  the  New  Testament, 

found  spiritual  content  of  these  melodies  is  overlooked.  **’®  spiritual 

In  a  remarkable  way  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  *®*\®®  °"®  ^®  accustomed  to 

Negro  spirituals,  that  lilting  melody  usually  called  ‘‘Heb-  outlines  of  systematic  theology.  But  that  is 

ben,”  contains  a  most  vital  outline  of  the  Christian  faith.  d  glory.  What  it  puts  in  lyrical  form  is  a  suffi- 

It  expresses  the  timeless,  essential  truths  of  Christianity.  gospel  and  a  timely  one. 

But  those  truths  which  it  enshrines  are  also  extremely 

timely  for  the  needs  of  our  age.  This  Negro  spiritual  ^  l  x*  tx* 

sings  a  creed  of  four  articles.  General  l^onierence  Discussion 

1.  All  of  Gods  chillun  got  wings."  This  is  not  the  f  ■  '^HE  choice  of  a  location  for  a  Methodist  General 
affirmation  of  a  sentimental  blindness  to  the  facts  of  I  Conference  has  usually  proved  the  beginning  of 
human  evil.  It  is  not  a  superficial  estimate  of  humanity  an  open  season  for  discussion  about  what  the  Gen- 

seen  through  rose-colored  glasses.  It  is  a  simple  and  eral  Conference  ought  to  do.  No  doubt  the  guns  of  de- 

noble  expression^  of  the  spiritual  capacity  of  man.  It  is  bate  will  soon  be  limbered  up  and  moved  into  position, 

a  melodious  declaration  of  the  truth  that  “To  them  who  This  is  undoubtedly  a  good  thing  in  many  ways.  It 

•jpeceived  Him,  to  them  gave  He  power  to  become  the  sons  will  stimulate  thinking  before  action.  But  it  will  be  an 
of  God.”  John  Wesley  records  somewhere  in  his  journal  extremely  bad  thing  if  the  attention  of  the  church  and 
that  he  preached  on  the  text  just  quoted  and  he  adds  the  later  of  the  General  Conference  becomes  focused  on  minor 
note,  “They  seemed  greatly  encouraged.”  Small  wonder!  details  of  ecclesiastical  machinery. 

The  only  bit  of  encouragement  that  can  come  to  the  In  The  Christian  Advocate  for  April  28,  an  edi- 
human  soul  strong  enough  to  outlast  every  vicissitude  is  torial,  announcing  the  opening  of  a  department  for  dis- 
the  assurance  that  he  is  the  child  of  God  with  divine  cussions  on  General  Conference  matters,  says,  “Our 
possibilities.  readers  can  be  assured  that  variety  and  vigor  will  not  be 

This  is  a  timely  gospel  for  an  age  of  cynicism.  There  wanting  when  the  episcopacy,  the  itineracy,  the  ritual,  the 
are  large  nuiribers  today  who  think  of  the  great  majority  hymnal,  the  educational  system,  the  press,  and  the  World 
of  people  as  a  company  of  “boobs,”  “yokels,”  and  Service  organization  are  overhauled  by  ‘the  best  minds.’  ” 
**morons.”  That  contemptuous  sneer  has  become  exceed-  Of  course,  this  was  just  a  random  list  of  subjects  that 
mgly  popular  in  the  voluminous  writings  of  the  sophisti-  will  be  discussed.  Such  a  list  was  not  intended  to  be  com- 
cated.  Days  such  as  ours  need  the  assertion  of  the  faith  plete.  But  the  outlook  which  these  topics  raise  is  a 
that  is  imbedded  in  the  gospel  in  the  possibilities  of  man  rather  barren  one.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  will  not 
through  the  action  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  The  faith  ex-  be  the  only  subjects  or  even  the  chief  ones.  It  is  also  to 
pressed  in  the  words  “All  of  God’s  chillun  got  wings”  is  be  hoped  that  the  verb  “overhauling”  will  not  represent 
also  timely  in  that  it  asserts  the  sacredness  and  value  of  the  chief  interest  or  activity  of  the  General  Conference, 
human  personality  at  a  time  when  a  rampant  materialism  It  will  be  a  great  misfortune  for  the  Church  if  its  energy 
j^uts  property  values  before  the  values  of  the  soul.  is  chiefly  expended  on  any  kind  of  interior  rearrange- 

2.  All  God*s  cTiUlun  got  a  song."  The  second  article  ment. 
m  this  creed  expresses  the  truth  embodied  in  the  Meth-  To  keep  itself  in  health  is  a  duty  of  every  organism 
odist  doctrine  of  assurance.  All  of  God’s  children  have  and  organization.  But  if  that  is  all,  it  is  hardly  worth 

got  a  song,  their  own  song  of  a  personal  experience  of  the  effort.  Keeping  the  body  in  a  healthy  state  is  not  a 

God  through  Christ.  That  experience  puts  a  joy  and  sufficient  career.  It  is  merely  preparatory  to  the  main 

lyric  ecstasy  into  life.  The  tremendous  emphasis  of  the  achievement  of  life.  A  General  Conference  might  have 

Evangelical  revival  was  upon  personal  experience.  Some  a  mighty  swirl  of  legislation,  a  perfect  Niagara  Falls  of 


is  chiefly  expended  on  any  kind  of  interior  rearrange¬ 
ment. 

To  keep  itself  in  health  is  a  duty  of  every  organism 
and  organization.  But  if  that  is  all,  it  is  hardly  worth 
the  effort.  Keeping  the  body  in  a  healthy  state  is  not  a 
sufficient  career.  It  is  merely  preparatory  to  the  main 
achievement  of  life.  A  General  Conference  might  have 
a  mighty  swirl  of  legislation,  a  perfect  Niagara  Falls  of 


one  has  said  of  the  England  of  Elizabethan  times  that  it  reports,  amendments  and  substitutes ;  it  might  rearrange 
was  “a  nest  of  singing  birds.”  Much  of  the  England  of  half  the  paragraphs  in  the  Discipline ;  and  yet  make  little 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  something  genuine  contribution  to  the  real  service  of  the  Church, 
better  than  that.  It  was  a  home  of  singing  children.  These  considerations  are  especially  important  now  be- 
Those  wandering  minstrels  of  God,  field  and  street  cause  the  General  Conference  of  1924  set  a  very  high 
preachers  of  the  evangelical  revival,  literally  sang  a  new  mark  in  Methodist  history  for  prophetic  thinking  and 
day  into  Britain.  When  that  personal  experience  drops  action.  It  faced  many  of  the  great  problems  of  our  time, 
out  of  our  religion  it  is  as  though  the  sun  drops  out  of  such  as  war,  industry  and  race  conflict,  in  a  courageous 

thoroughgoing  manner.  The  General  Conference  of 
3.  "AU  God's  chillun  got  shoes."  Shoes  are  a  symbol  1928  should  not  recede  from  this  high  achievement  but 
of  a  journey,  and  this  declaration  of  the  old  spiritual  well  should  make  an  advance  on  it.  This  can  only  be  done 
»^nds  for  the  fact  that  the  gospel  is  something  to  carry,  if  moral  and  spiritual  problems  of  our  time  are  made  the 
H^e  song  declares,  “We’ll  walk  all  over  God’s  hebben.”  chief  business  of  the  General  Conference.  It  should  not 
out  first,  we  are  to  walk  all  over  God’s  earth.  For  each  be  a  gathering  of  carpenters  or  journeymen  tinkerers 
®ne  of  God’s  children  is  part  of  a  walking  fellowship.  In  with  eyes  intent  on  some  job  of  overhauling.  It  should 
joumeyings  oft  we  must  take  our  share  in  the  extension  be  a  gathering  of  prophets  and  pioneers  in  the  building 
®f  the  Kingdom.  Long  trails  have  been  marked  from  of  the  Kingdom.  L, 
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The  Old  McGuffey  Reader 


One  of  America’s  Most  Famous  Educational  Institutions 


By  James  C.  Young 


A  FTER  a  man  passes  forty 
he  thinks  oftener  of  his 
^  ^  youth.  In  the  mellow 
hour  by  the  fireside,  or  even  an 
apartment  radiator,  it  is  pleas¬ 
ant  to  close  the  eyes  and  look 
backward.  Then  the  familiar 
scenes  of  other  days  stand  out — 
the  swimming  hole,  the  little  red 
schoolhouse,  especially  McGuf- 
fey’s  Reader.  Perhaps  the  city- 
bred  man  of  forty  never  knew 
McGuffey’s  Reader,  but  the  man 
who  went  to  a  country  school  as¬ 
suredly  knew  its  pages  well.  As 
for  the  generation  before,  Mc- 
GufFey’s  Reader  took  its  place 
along  with  the  Bible,  “Pilgrim's 
Progress”  and  the  family  album. 

Now  McGufFey’s  Reader  has 
come  to  have  a  place  in  our  lit¬ 
erature  ;  its  true  worth  has  been 
1‘ecognized.  A  group  of  Mc¬ 
Guffey  graduates  have  organized 
what  promises  to  become  a  na¬ 
tional  society,  made  up  of  former 
students  who  still  keep  their  old 
school  books.  And  the  method 
of  organization  has  been  unique. 

The  reader  of  an  Indiana  paper 
wrote  to  the  editor,  saying  that 
he  would  like  to  buy  a  McGuffey 
Reader  just  for  the  sake  of  other, 
times,  and  could  the  editor  refer 

him  to  the  owner  of  one.  The  editor  could  not,  but  he 


electric  lights  or  rapid  transit, 
unless  we  include  the  trains. 
Railroads  were  limited  and  trains 
scarce.  Americans  traveled  lit¬ 
tle  in  those  days.  Even  the  post 
was  slow  and  intermittent  in 
rui*al  sections.  There  were  no 
movies  and  few  theaters,  and  the 
few  there  were  had  but  a  slender 
attendance  from  church-going 
folk. 


When  Toil,  Not  Pleasure, 
Was  the  Measure  of  Life 
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A  Favorite  in  the  McGuffey  Hall  of  Fame 
Whatf  Ward^,  Hoi  Let  the  fortcidlia  falU” 


American  life  of  to-day  de¬ 
pends  in  large  measure  upon  rec¬ 
reation.  We  measure  our  efforts 
by  the  hope  of  entertainment  to 
come  at  a  certain  hour  or  day. 
But  the  America  of  half  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago  was  a  nation  that  meas¬ 
ured  its  life  by  toil,  often  by  sac¬ 
rifice.  The  recreation  was  inci-. 
dental.  No  need  to  find  fault 
with  the  new  day  because  of  its 
different  standard.  The  world 
has  changed  and  American  life 
with  it.  Yet  we  must  glimpse  the 
past  for  this  fleeting  moment  to 
comprehend  the  influence  of  Dr. 

W.  H.  McGuffey  in  shaping  the 
mental  bent  of  two  generations. 

When  Dr.  McGuffey  began  ^ . 
to  write  his  school  books  in  thMfl 


published  tl^e  letter  in  his  paper  and  another  reader  pres¬ 
ently  answered,  saying  that  he  had  seen  one  copy  in  a 
library. 

Other  letters  followed,  until  a  reader  offered  these  less 
fortuMte  correspondents  the  privilege  of  scanning  his 
school  book.  There  was  a  fireside  gathering  and  much 
talk  of  the  days  that  have  gone  before.  In  this  way  “The 
McGuffeyites”  came  into  existence,  a  society  that  includes 
several  hundred  members.  It  is  growing  constantly,  the 
only  requirements  being  a  McGuffey  Reader,  once  studied 
by  its  owner.  Occasionally  the  society  publishes  a  bul¬ 
letin,  with  news  of  its  members  and  the  research  that  has  . 
begun  into  McGuffey  literature.  Before  long  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  muster  a  membership  of  thousands. 

In  this  hurrying  age  of  printing  presses  that  turn  off 
books  by  the  unread  millions  it  may  be  difficult  to  under¬ 
stand  such  sentiment  attaching  to  McGuffey’s  Reader. 
When! the  author  entertained  and  instructed  a  younger 
America,  it  was  a  different  America  indeed.  Only  by.  an 
effort  of  memory  can  we  evoke  the  nation  that  was  in  the 
middle  of  the  last  century,  changing  but  slowly  until  the 
period  of  189Q.  There  was  no  radio  and  no  telephone. 


middle  of  the  century  he  found  a  rich  field  awaiting  him. 
Earlier  books  had  been  dry-as-dust  compilations  for  the 
most  part.  Dr.  McGuffey  brought  to  his  task  not  only 
learning,  but  understanding.  He  laid  aside  the  stilted 
method  and  breathed  humanity  into  his  pages.  And  the 
reflection  of  his  spirit  still  kindles  a  kindly  light  in  many 
memories. 


Dr.  McGuffey  Kn,ew  the  Heart  ,of  Youth 

His  readers  ran  through  about  twenty  editions  over, 
a  period  of  fifty  years.  Pick  up  any  one  of  them  and 
let  us  see  what  we  shall  find.  Here  is  philosophy,  erudi¬ 
tion  set  forth  simply  with  a  touch  of  poesy,  history  that 
brings  the  characters  before  our  eyes.  Surely  this  is  no 
school  book,  we  think,  but  recall  that  it  probably  was  the 
greatest  of  all  school  books.  Before  the  vision  unrolls 
the  whole  screed  of  creation,  lighted  by  an  intelligence 
that  in  turn  illumined  the  minds  of  a  young  host. 

The  boys  and  girls  who  received  their  first  instruction^ 
at  the  hands  of  Dr.  McGuffey  were  youngsters  who  knew 
little  of  life.  The  greater  number  already  had  learned 
the  hard  lessons  that  come  from  plow  handles  and  house¬ 
work.  If  we  pass  over  the  simple  readers  of  the  first  two 
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or  three  grades,  we  may  imagine  the 
^lohns  and  Sarahs  of  fifty  years  ago  en¬ 
tering  into  a  realm  of  delight,  led  by  their 
mentor  and  friend.  It  was  a  day  of 
charm  indeed  when  John  quit  the  corn¬ 
field  to  sit  in  school  and  read  of  those 
far-oflf  times  when  Caesar  marched  across 
the  ancient  world  at  the  head  of  his  le¬ 
gions.  The  boy  at  his  pine  desk  could 
almost  hear  the  tramp  of  their  feet,  on¬ 
ward  to  Gaul  and  Britain.  What  young  American  of 
Dr.  McGuffey’s  daiy  has  failed  to  stand  with  Cmsar  at 
the  brink  of  the  Rubicon.^  Many  a  head  has  been 
scratched  in  deep  perplexity — to  cross  or  not  to  cross. 

mi  1  «  « 


LjI  1 1 


rapture  by  annals  of  heroes  and  gilded 
palaces,  he  skillfully  interlarded  reflec¬ 
tions  on  the  worth  of  virtue  and  the 
power  of  duty.  Many  a  footnote  at  the 
bottom  of  his  pages  implanted  high  pur¬ 
pose  in  the  reader’s  mind.  No  one  could 
wander  far  with  Dr.  McGuffey  and  fail 
to  realize  that  the  compensation  of  labor 
was  satisfaction  over  a  hard  task  well 
done.  But  he  put  the  matter  in  a  better 
way.  There  were  no  thorns  in  his  philosophy.  One  read 
and  believed. 

The  average  American  mind  of  a  generation  or  two 

ago  had  slight  conception  of  the  beauties  that  enter  into 
1  .  . 


-  -  -  -  --  -  -o- - LUC  ucauues  inai;  enter  into 

Sood  schoolman  understood  youthful  imagina-  such  matters  as  poetry  and  architecture.  A  poet  was  a 

tions.  No  sooner  had  Cmsar  gone  upon  his  glorious  way,  long-haired  fellow  who  acted  queerly.  As  for  architec- 
through  a  few  brief  pages,  than  the  youngster  found  him-  ture,  that  had  something  to  do  with  buildings.  Dr.  Mc- 
?  sitting  at  the  very  round  table  where  Guffey  made  both  understandable,  at  least  in  a  measure 

Arthur  ate  of  roast  boar’s  head  among  his  sturdy  knights.  His  readers  were  filled  with  the  romantic  poetry  of  Scott. 
What  a  clanking  of  swords  there  was,  and  a  tossing  of  Who  that  has  studied  his  pages  can  fail  to  call  up  the 
bones  to  the  dogs  looking  hungrily  on!  Every  boy  knew  full-page  wood  cut  that  went  with  the  “Lady  of  the 
Arthur  s  intimate  self,  through  the  medium  of  Dr.  Me-  Lake”.?  The  eye  must  see  again  that  dark  pool,  lighted 
^uffey.  His  rude  virtues  appealed  to  the  youthful  heart,  by  a  cloud-swept  moon,  while  the  lady  herself  stands  upon 
|He  was  stal^wart  against  every  evil,  the  friend  of  the  the  edge,  her  hair  touched  by  the  sylvan  beams.  She 
lowly.  ^  Each  figure  of  his  court  stood  boldly  forth  from  wears  one  of  those  old-fashioned  gowns,  ending  in  a  long 
the  printed  page.  train,  a  tiny  foot  issuing  from  beneath  its  folds.  Number- 

Moulding  the  Mind  of  Youth 

•  °  ynshed  she  would -turn  around.  Had  Scott 

There  was  so  much  of  the  world’s  epics  in  those  pages  failed  to  provide  a  hero,  there  were  thousands  in  the 
thfit  the  young  mind  might  almost  roam  at  will.  Who  schoolrooms  of  America 

could  ever  forget  the  verses  from  Scott,  the  story  of  The  art  of  the  wood  cut  is  no  more.  It  has  passed 

Kl*n^*Pr  111*  rnp  Hntr  tmit  ^ 


Bruce.?  Or  the  boy  who  put 
his  arin  intfr  the  dike  and 
held  back  the  flood.?  Heroes 
all  1  There  was  Charlemagne, 
carrying  his  big  axe  as  lightly 
as  a  staff,  and  Roland  beating 
back  the  Saracens.  What  heart 
has  not  stood  still  when  he  “laid 
him  down  to  die”  beneath  a  tree 
and  asked  word  of  his  faithful 
friend,  the  gallant  Oliver.? 

But  Dr.  McGuffey  did  not 
rite  for  the  boys  alone.  He 
charmed  the  girlish  heart  as 
well.  Cinderella  graced  his 
pages  with  the  swish  of  her 
silken  dress.  How  many  poor 
little  girls  in  their  calico  smocks 
have  envied  Cinderella.?  Had 
not  every  one  of  them  the  dream 
of  a  prince  who  should  come  for 
her  some  day  in  a  golden  coach .? 
And  many  of  them — far  too 
many — knew  the  sorrows  that 
fall  from  a  stem  stepmother’s 
hand.  There  were  elder  sisters, 
too,  bent  upon  seizing  Prince 
Charming,  while  Cinderella  car¬ 
ried  out  the  ashes.  Happy  is 
this  world  in  the  fact  that 

fc^rince  Charming  frequently 
ies  Cinderella,  despite  the 
ashes  and  her  gingham  dress. 

The  wealth  of  Dr.  McGuf¬ 
fey  was  infinite.  When  he  had 
thus  stirred  young  minds  to 


V  HERE’S  ADVENTURE  I 
Another  toetl-tiiom  page  from  The  McGvfey  Reader 
depicting  the  tragic  story  of  Robinson  Crusoe 


into  the  endless  yesterdays 
with  Dr.  McGuffey.  But  it  had 
a  large  part  in  his  scheme  of 
instruction.  Let  us  always  re¬ 
member  that  we  are  speaking  of 
a  time  when  photography  was 
primitive  and  painting  almost 
unknown  to  rural  America. 
There  were  few  magazines  and 
fewer  books.  Elusions  were 
mostly  of  the  mind.  Life  was 
hard  and  unornamented.  Only 
the  panorama  of  nature  pleased 
the  eye.  Thus  Dr.  McGuffey 
with  his  wood  cuts  helped  to 
make  visual  a  fairy  world. 

Anyone  who  ever  read  his 
description  of  the  way  in  which 
the  first  cathedral  was  built 
must  have  sensed  the  devotion 
of  the  Gothic  age.  A  French 
monk  went  to  the  Holy  Land 
and  stood  beside  the  sepulchre. 
On  his  way  home  he  visited  Con¬ 
stantinople,  and  there  received 
a  miniature  Christ  done  in 
ivory.  With  this  treasure  in 
his  robe  he  returned  to  France 
and  exhibited  the  crucifix. 
Rude  workers  of  the  land  made 
others  in  stone  and  wood.  Some 
of  these  were  mounted  by  the 
roadsides.  Then  others,  still 
larger,  were  wrought.  And 
thus  the  first  cathedral  was 
carved. 
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The  Old  Race  of  Schoolmen 

Let  U8  add  a  modicum  of  science  to  Dr.  McGuffey’s 
Readers  and  we  have  a  fair  conception  of  the  world  into 
which  he  guided  the  young  minds  of  fifty  years.  Although 
he  achieved  high  standing  as  an  educator  in  his  own  life, 
he  probably  would  be  surprised  at  the  latter-day  fame 
that  has  come  to  him.  He  belonged  to,that  race  of  school¬ 
men  who  taught  almost  every  subject  in  the  little  red 
schoolhouses  that  once  dotted  the  land.  They  were  men 
of  a  race  apart,  almost  extinct  in  this  day  of  specialists 
and  education  with  hifalutin’  names.  At  their  best  they 
were  men  of  unusual  timber — underpaid,  overworked,  but 
patient  and  deeply  conscious  of  their  responsibility.  Most 
of  them  knew  a  little  Latin  and  perhaps  a  smattering  of 
Greek.  They  could  do  sums  in  many  figures  with  a  dex¬ 
terity  that  appalled  the  youthful  observer.  The  mysteries 
of  syntax  were  as  an  open  page  to  their  inquiring 
minds.  When  spelling  was  the  issue,  their  tongues  knew 
no  bounds. 

But  Dr.  McGuffey’s  Readers  have  been  closed  these 
many  years;  the  little  red  schoolhouses  are  mostly  brick 
and  up-to-date ;  the  old  “liberal  academies”  have  vanished, 
too.  With  them  went  a  whole  era  in  American  life,  carry¬ 
ing  into  oblivion  much  that  was  good.  Competent  au¬ 
thorities  doubt  whether  our  specialized  schools  of  to-day 
impart  a  larger  or  better  measure  of  learning  than  the 
institutions  of  the  past.  Certainly  the  young  receive  a 
larger  measure,  but  the  de^ee  of  its  quality  is  frequently 
discussed. 


Now  “The  McGuffeyites”  are  striving  to  preserve 
something  of  the  old  education.  They  have  no  definite^ 
program;  perhaps  would  not  consider  themselves  qualiiV 
fied  to  suggest  one;  but  it  is  their  wish  to  see  the  high 
conceptions  of  the  McGuffey  Reader  perpetuated  in  mod¬ 
ern  instruction.  In  any  event,  they  would  bring  together 
again  in  some  degree  that  host  of  Americans  who  received 
their  first  enlightenment  from  the  once  familiar  school 
books. 

Their  efforts  have  disclosed  a  treasure  house  of  unsus¬ 
pected  sentiment,  clustering  around  the  readers.  Attics 
and  storerooms  in  all  parts  of  the  land  recently  have 
yielded  forgotten  and  well-thumbed  copies,  put  away 
years  ago  as  reminders  of  youth.  The  search  is  going 
on,  and  it  may  be  believed  that  the  whole  range  of  Mc¬ 
Guffey  literature  will  be  uncovered.  Several  editions  of 
the  readers  are  said  to  have  been  wholly  exhausted,  and 
any  copy  of  at  least  one  would  have  considerable  value. 
This  edition  appeared  in  the  late  TO’s,  with  a  full-length 
photograph  of  the  author  facing  the  title  page.  Probably 
no  more  than  a  half-dozen  copies  have  been  found,  all  of 
them  in  libraries  which  keep  jealous  care  of  such  posses¬ 
sions.  ^ 

We  may  imagine  Dr.  McGuffey  smiling  benignly  overj 
the  stir  his  work  has  created  after  so  many  years  o* 
quietude  among  his  musty  covers.  Maybe  he  would  even 
enjoy  the  interest  of  his  old  pupils  who  would  now  honor 
their  teacher. 

NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Can  Methodist  Benevolences  Come  Back? 

Some  Considerations  on  World  Service  and  the  Future 


By  William  Boyd 

Advertising  Director,  The  Curtis  Publishing  Company 


ASA  member  of  the  Commission  of  Ten,  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  the  writer  spent 
^  a  total  of  more  than  seven  months  last  year  in 
visiting  mission  stations  in  various  parts  of  the  world — 
including  ^pain.  North  Africa,  Italy,  Switzerland,  France, 
and  India — the  last  four  months  of  the  time  in  India. 

The  impressions  regarding  the  work  on  the  field  and 
the  character  and  personnel  of  the  workers  were  varied 
and  overwhelming  in  their  intensity  as  to  the  visible  re¬ 
sults  accomplished,  the  extraordinary  value  to  the  church 
and  to  the  world  in  proportion  to  the  money  expended. 
We  saw  the  tremendous  opportunity  that  is  still  afforded, 
not  only  for  strengthening  the  work  already  established, 
but  for  its  extension  in  many  very  definite  directions. 
This  is  not  the  place  for  any  special  laudation  of  what 
our  church  is  doing  in  foreign  lands  through  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  and  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  in  carrying  out  the  last  great  command  to 
preach  the  gospel  and  to  saturate  human  society  with 
the  principles  and  ideals  of  our  great  Founder. 

Although  more  or  less  familiar  all  my  life,  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  missionary 
leaders  and  fields,  and  always  cherishing  a  sympathetic 
and  appreciative  attitude  towards  this  work,  I  returned 
home  in  an  attitude  of  mind  far  more  enthusiastic  and 
confident  than  ever.  The  present  opportunity  is  the  most 


challenging  that  has  ever  been  presented  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church.  The  work  itself — facilities  and  resources 
considered — is  as  well  organized  and  conducted,  and  tK^ 
results  as  gratifying  as  the  most  exacting  and  fair- 
minded  critic  could  demand.  Abundant  evidence  is  at 
hand  to  prove  these  statements  incontestably. 

The  Need  of  Direct  Appeal  to  the  Church 

Side  by  side  with  these  convictions,  however,  I  re¬ 
turned  with  a  strong  feeling  that  the  machinery  of  ad¬ 
ministration  at  home  needs  to  be  changed.  This  does 
not  refiect,  in  any  sense,  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration,  but  upon  the  way  in  which  the  machinery 
is  now  organized  by  the  law  of  the  church.  To  come  to 
the  point  at  once,  I  believe  that  the  time  has  come  when 
the  World  Service  organization  and  the  relation  of  the 
various  boards  to  it  and  to  one  another  should  be  radically 
changed.  Stated  as  a  definite  proposition :  First,  the 
World  Seiwice  organization  should  be  abandoned ;  second, 
the  benevolent  boards  of  the  church  should  be  concen¬ 
trated  in  two,  or,  at  the  most,  three,  namely:  the  Boar^ 
of  Foreign  Missions,  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  an^ 
the  Board  of  Education,  and  all  other  boards  consolidated 
or  grouped  with  these  two  or  three;  third,  each  of  these 
three  boards  should  be  independent  of  the  other  to  raise, 
as  well  as  to  administer,  its  own  funds,  making  its  own 
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appeal  direct  to  the  church,  and  be  free  to  carry  out  its 
own  program. 

I  realize  that  this  is  more  or  less  of  a  swing  back¬ 
wards,  with  this  exception :  that  we  would  have  a  maximum 
of  three  boards  making  their  individual  appeals  to  the 
churches,  instead  of  nine  or  ten  separate  appeals  as 
formerly. 

The  reasons  for  such  a  change  are  both  practical 
and  psychological.  Practical,  first,  because  the  present 
arrangement  is  largely  responsible  for  the  continuous 
falling  off  in  receipts  to  our  benevolences  which,  in  my 
opinion,  will  continue  until  this  arrangement  is  changed. 
The  present  machinery  introduces  an  indirect  and  cum¬ 
bersome  obstacle  between  the  heart  of  the  church  and  the 
causes  to  which  its  benevolent  impulses  should  be  ap¬ 
plied.  The  term  “World  Service”  is  so  general  and 
vague  that  it  no  longer  carries  with  it  the  appeal  that 
formerly  went  and  would  still  go  with  the  terms — “be¬ 
nevolence,”  “foreign  missions,”  “home  missions,”  and 
“Christian  education.”  The  old  words  were  rallying 
cries  in  the  days  when  these  great  enterprises  were  started 
and  got  their  first  great  original  impulse. 

Second,  the  direct  appeal  is  no  longer  possible  under 
present  circumstances.  If  a  member  of  the  church  is 
aroused  on  the  subject  of  foreign  missions,  for  instance, 
he  realizes  that  out  of  each  dollar  he  contributes  to  the 
thing  in  which  he  may  be  especially  interested,  only  thirty- 
six  cents  go  to  that  object,  and  sixty-four  cents  of 'the 
dollar  go  in  some  other  direction  in  which  he  may  be  only 
partially  interested  or  interested  not  at  all.  In  any 
event,  he  resents  the  fact  that  he  cannot  give  directly  to 
the  cause  the  full  amount  that  his  interest  impels  him 
to  give. 

Larger  Opportunity  for  Designated  Gifts 

Third,  the  present  arrangement  makes  it  practically 
impossible  for  designated  gifts  to  specified  objects. 
Where  such  gifts  are  given  the  effect  is  practically  neu¬ 
tralized  in  the  method  of  distribution  of  the  total  amount 
given  by  World  Service  to  various  causes  and  fields. 

Fourth,  the  boards,  as  such,  are  now  merely  admin¬ 
istrative,  dispensing  the  funds  they  receive  from  World 
Service,  and  without  any  direct  responsibility  for  rais¬ 
ing  their  money.  This  is  said  with  a  large  charity,  with¬ 
out  criticism,  and  with  a  knowledge  of  the  splendid  work 
done  by  different  members  of  the  boards  as  individuals, 
and  yet  with  a  conviction  that  the  lack  of  direct  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  raising  of  its  funds  handicaps  a  board 
in  the  administration  of  those  funds.  If  a  board  could 
make  its  own  appeal,  direct  to  the  church,  and  feel  re¬ 
sponsible  for  raising  the  entire  amount  for  its  needs,  it 
would  greatly  increase  its  resources  and  efficiency  for  its 
share  of  the  work,  and  be  able  to  apply  a  greater  meas¬ 
ure  of  intelligence  and  discrimination  in  the  distribution 
of  its  funds  than  where,  as  now,  it  simply  acts  as  a  dis¬ 
pensing  agency. 

Again,  the  direct  appeal  would  give  the  board  a 
greater  control  over  its  work  in  the  various  fields  than 
it  now  has,  which  would  promote  greater  efficiency  on  the 
field  because  of  that  larger  control,  for  reasons  that  are 
self-evident  to  everyone  familiar  with  the  situation. 

This  direct  responsibility  and  control  by  each  board 
of  its  own  funds  and  affairs  would  stimulate  the  highest 
type  of  leadership  in  the  boards,  both  administrative  and 
executive,  because  of  the  added  responsibility  and  larger 
scope  of  work  to  be  done,  and  would  place  a  legitimate 
premium  upon  those  positions  that  would  attract  a  type 


of  leadership  which  at  present  prefers  other  fields  in  the 
church. 

Concisely:  the  World  Service  organization,  with  its 
splendid  record  of  achievement  in  the  past,  has  fulfilled 
its  function  and  should  be  abandoned.  The  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  and  the 
Board  of  Education  should  absorb  or  consolidate  all  the 
others.  Each  board  should  be  independent  of  the  others 
to  raise  and  dispense  its  own  funds  and  to  carry  on  its 
own  work. 

Larger  Use  of  Lay  Activity 

The  last  General  Conference  authorized  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  World  Service  Councils  for  Episcopal  Areas,  Con¬ 
ferences,  districts,  and  for  local  churches.  A  little  prog¬ 
ress  has  been  made  in  organizing  these  councils  in  some 
of  the  areas,  but  there  is  little  effective  operation  in  the 
local  churches.  Provision  for  local  church  councils  gives 
us  an  opportunity,  without  creating  additional  machin¬ 
ery,  without  extra  expense,  and  without  extra  legislation, 
to  organize  the  laymen  of  each  church  into  a  council 
which  will  share  with,  if  not  largely  relieve,  the  pastor  of 
the  responsibility  for  raising  the  apportionments  for  be¬ 
nevolences. 

One  of  the  weaknesses  of  the  church  at  the  present 
time — not  confined  by  any  means  to  our  own  denomina¬ 
tion — is  the  fact  that  the  men  of  the  church  have  so  little 
to  do  in  the  line  of  definite  church  activity  and  responsi¬ 
bility.  The  great  missionary  causes  are  suffering  for  the 
lack  of  attention  and  effort  which  laymen  ought  to  supply 
for  their  own  sake,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  the  cause. 

Here  is  a  potential  resource  which  could  be  and  should 
be  organized,  educated,  and  made  efficient  along  the  lines 
of  a  simple  organization  of  men  in  each  church,  similar 
to  the  organization  of  women  by  The  Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  and  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society. 

We  have  in  the  two  women’s  societies  as  organized  in 
each  church  an  illustration  of  a  form  of  organization  into 
which  the  men  of  the  church  could  be  grouped  as  a  for¬ 
eign  council  and  as  a  home  council.  These  organizations 
would  provide  an  outlet  for  the  expression  of  their  Chris¬ 
tian  lives,  as  well  as  render  a  greatly  needed  service  to 
the  church  in  its  manifold  activities.  People  become  in¬ 
terested  only  in  those  things  on  which  they  expend  effort. 
Missionary  appeals  as  such  should  stimulate  work  as  well 
as  gifts. 

Some  churches  have  men’s  clubs,  more  or  less  success¬ 
ful  ;  but  most  of  these  clubs  have  a  checkered  career, 
usually  starting  out  with  a  good  deal  of  enthusiasm,  but 
are  short  lived,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  maintaining 
interest.  What  more  thrilling  work  could  the  men  of 
any  church  take  up  than  the  great  causes  represented  by 
the  church  benevolences 

In  conclusion,  I  believe  that  the  laymen  of  the  church 
can  be  enrolled  in  a  nation-wide  effort  that  will  not  only 
stop  the  stream  of  recession  in  our  benevolences,  but  will 
turn  that  stream  in  the  other  direction,  and  will  lift  the 
sum  total  to  a  point  greater  than  it  has  ever  reached 
before. 


There  is  nothing  in  life  so  worth  while  as  to  ride  out 
in  happy  valiancy  with  Christ  for  God  and  love’s  sake, 
blundering  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread,  by  the  love  of 
Christ  making  glad  the  Heart  of  man  on  his  pilgrimage, 
binding  up  hearts  that  are  broken,  and  standing  by  those 
who  are  halting. — H.  L.  Sheppard. 
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Spring  Song 

•I  ■ 

By  Henry  L.  Lambdin 


IT  IS  a  sure  sign  of  spring./  Snows 
may  yet  linger  within  the  chill  shadow 
of  the  northern  eaves.  The  first  robin 
may  not  yet  have  made  his  much-debated 
debut  near  Hackensack.  The  editor’s 
waste-basket  may  not  have  received  its  an¬ 
nual  deluge  of  sonnets  celebrating  “silken 
bobs”  and  “eyes  of  gray.”  The  mistress 
of  the  house  may  not  yet  have  queried  as 
to  whether  she  can  find  some  pussy-willows 
at  the  same  place  as  last  year.  In  fact, 
one  may  not  yet  have  written  to  “The 
Times”  so  as  to  save  the  world  from  sin 
before  the  legislature  adjourns.  All  signs 
fail  sometimes.  But  when  John  Commuter 
burrows  in  that  pile  of  brown-sheathed  cir¬ 
culars  and  at  last  emerges  with  a  sheepish  but  satisfied 
look  and-  a  seed  catalogue — blizzards  may  claim  the 
northwest;  but  as  for  us,  spring  is  on  the  way. 

The  Miraculous  Seed  Catalogue 

Breathes  there  a  man  with  soul  immune  from  the  lure 
of  those  covers,  the  front  one  alive  with  roses  of  an  orig¬ 
inal  never-before-seen  hue  and  name  of  the  first  lady  of 
Hollywood,  and  the  back  with  tomatoes  whose  luscious, 
sanguine  periphery  scorns  comparison  with  that  half¬ 
green  king-marble  which  graced  last  night’s  salad. 
Breathes  there  a  man  who  can  resist  those  slogans,  “Beau¬ 
tify  your  lawn  at  six  cuttings  for  two  dollars — ^Vege¬ 
tables  from  your  own  garden — Sweet  com  and  roses”? 
If  such  a  super-civilized  biped  exists,  let  not  “Earth  to 
earth”  adorn  his  demise,  but  rather  inter  him  perma¬ 
nently  in  his  office  since  he  is  already  buried  there. 

It  is  a  permanent  element  in  our  literature,  this  seed 
catalogue,  which  makes  callow-cheeked  clerks  and  heavy- 
jowled  bankers  long  for  callouses  and  overalls.  Who  pub¬ 
lished  the  first  one?  Who  ventured  the  original  adver¬ 
tisement  of  cabbages  in  color?  Where  is  the  reply  of  that 
lover  of  Americana  with  his  window  full  of  bottles  and 
his  file  full  of  almanacs?  Has  he  the  first  edition  of  the 
first  seed  catalogue  in  colors?  No!  Thqn  he  has  been 
writing  his  name  in  water  when  he  might  have  written  it 
on  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  The  mercury  may  rise 
and  fall,  time  fly,  digests  become  dyspeptic  and  the  At¬ 
lantic  cease  to  roll,  but  the  seed  catalogue  shall  not  fail 
to  appear  nor  its  pages  diminish  in  number.  It  depends 
on  no  pre-war  phobias  nor  post-bellum  revolts.  Literati 
and  unintelligentsia  it  captivates  alike.  It  is  one  of  the 
precious  fruits  put  forth  by  the  advancing  sun ;  one  of  the 
religious  madnesses  educed  by  the  homed  moon.  It  stirs 
Maecenas  with  a  strange  elemental  urge  to  dig  in  the  dirt 
and  to  transform  his  backyard  into  a  Sabine  farm. 

“Nice,  Clean  Dirt” 

The  elemental  is  always  both  understandable  and 
mysterious,  and  such  is  this  feeling  of  wanting  to  dig  in 
the  dirt.  It  is  such  **nice,  clean  dirt,”  as  Thomas  Hardy’s 
character  in  “The  Woodlandeif”  says,  so  much  cleaner 
than  greenbacks  or  ledgers,  that  one  feels  that  dirt  has 
been  maligned  when  its  adjectival  form  has  been  borrowed 


to  describe  human  filth  and  uncleanness. 
Rousseau’s  condemnation  of  man  as  defiler 
is  too  tme  at  times.  The  mountain  valleys 
are  unsightly  with  slag  or  culm.  The  lum¬ 
berman  is  a  Genghis  Khan.  The  vacant  lot 
teems  with  junk;  little  wonder,  then,  Ge¬ 
henna  was  made  to  include  souls.  Worst 
of  all  is  that  defiler  of  countrysides  with 
tin  cans  and  pickle  jars,  the  ravisher  of 
dogwood  and  laurel — the  American  pic¬ 
nicker.  It  is  an  insult  to  dirt  to  use  it  to 
describe  hind.  Man  does  not  stop  his  de¬ 
filing  with  nature  and  its  parts ;  he  defiles 
language  in  a  peculiar,  inexplicable  way 
that  suggests  “the  casting  dice  on  the  sa¬ 
cred,  seamless  robe.”  But  the  touch  of 
the  soil  is  regenerative.  Man  defiles  dirt  when  he  despises 
it  and  those  who  from  it,  by  spade  or  plow,  prospector’s 
pick  or  miner’s  drill,  or  by  seeds — those  wonderful  tools 
of  God — produce  all  wealth.  '  Dirt  does  not  defile  man. 
When  he  touches  it,  tills  it,  handles  it,  loves  it,  it  renews 
his  strength.  It  comes  nearest  among  all  created  things 
to  being  free  from  the  vices  of  excessive  devotion.  Loved 
for  its  own  sake,  money  makes  a  miser,  power  a  tyrant, 
learning  a  pedant,  and  position  a  corrective.  To  love 
one’s  calling  overmuch  is  to  leave  the  self-copaposed  epi¬ 
taph,  “Bom  a  man,  died  a  preacher,  or  paymaster,  or 
prizefighter,”  which  is  less  than  what  one  was  when  born, 
and  less  than  what  one  was  born  to  be.  But  the  good, 
brown  earth  is  full  of  life  and  parables  to  the  devotee  of 
spade  and  hoe,  and  the  student  of  the  mysteries  of  seeds. 

Chesterton  asks  the  Elder  Father  whose  eyes  are  il¬ 
luminated  with  hoary  mysteries, 

“Speller  of  the  stones  and  weeds, 

Skilled  in  nature’s  craft  and  creeds, 

Tell  me  what  is  in  the  heart 
Of  the  smallest  of  the  seeds.” 

“God  Almighty,  and  with  Him 
Cherubim  and  Seraphim, 

Filling  all  eternity, 

Adonai  Elohim!” 

And  parables,  no  sower  ever  went  forth  to  sow  with¬ 
out  encountering  them.  They  are  the  first  fruits  of  all. 
Callouses  speak  of  that  chastening  of  the  Lord  which,  at 
the  time,  seemeth  grievous,  but  afterward  yieldeth  peace. 
The  straight  furrow  is  an  art  attained  by  no  ploughman 
who  looks  aside,  much  less  back.  Hand  and  eye  must  be 
single  for  him  who  would  plow  and  expect  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  retrospect  at  the  end  of  the  furrow.  And  weeds, 
they  are  foemen  worthy  of  one’s  steel.  Rainy  seasons 
hinder  not  their  marches.  They  seem  to  have  an  enemy 
that  aids  them  by  night.  They  are  emblems  of  evil.  Crab 
grass  can  subsist  if  one  tiny  tendril  is  left  clinging  to  the 
soil.  Johnson  grass,  which  thrives  only  in  a  warmer 
clime,  spreads  by  both  seed  and  root.  But  the  best  of 
all  is  the  everlasting  parable  of  soils  and  souls,  which 
brings  to  remembrance  the  varied  results  of  the  sowing 
of  good  seed.  And  at  nightfall  the  “steady,  brown  con¬ 
tent”  which,  like  well-earned  sleep,  is  a  gift  of  God  to 
His  beloved. 

SUMMIT,  N.  j. 
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A  Coliege  Built  fay  Giristi^tn  Mart vrs 


THE  PRESENT  INADEQUATE  COLLEGE  BUILDING 
{The  white  is  not  concrete,  but  whitewash!) 


'‘Where  prophets*  word  and  martyrs*  blood 
And  prayers  of  saints  were  sown. 

We,  to  their  labors  entering  in. 

Would  reap  where  they  have  strown.” 

The  Rev,  Melville  B.  Cox,  first  for¬ 
eign  missionary  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  went  to  Liberia 
in  1833.  Within  four  months  he  was  dead 
from  fever.  But  his  death  aroused  Amer¬ 
ican  Methodism  to  an  interest  in  Africa. 

The  Rev.  Jabez  A.  Burton  went  to  Li¬ 
beria  in  1839.  Two  years  later  he  was 
buried  in  Monrovia  by  the  side  of  Mr.  Cox. 

But  in  those  two  brief  years  Mr,  Burton 
had  founded  “Monrovia  Seminary,”  in 
which  through  the  years  have  been  trained 
the  leaders  of  Liberian  Methodism. 

Liberian  civilization  to-day  has  its  be- 

fS^nriine^of  mfssionlries— f»“cy  needlework,  printing,  and 
who  sacrificed  health  and  often  life^n^hTt  diffic^  lt”r  consists  of  a  brick  building  erected 

CO.? sir  hr-  ^c^rrn: 

gro— visited  Liberia  in  1920,  they  made  this  renort  con-  j  !?  courses. 

ceminir  the  colleee  •  “The  roll<»f»o  f  w  4.  a  <  ^  institution  is  under  the  competent  leadership  pf 

Ten  L  four  woln  *  /  "  teachers-six  contributing  $10,000  of  this  amount;  the  Board  of  For¬ 
goes  and  six  are  natives  of  T  v’  *  American  Ne-  eign  Missions  has  paid  $5,000,  and  is  asking  fpr  addi- 

secondary  classes  indicate  the  destr  f  J^cts  of  the  tional  gifts  of  $16,000  to  complete  the  enterprise.  'Gifts 
prepare  the  pupils  to  teach  Thev  P»:^*?cipal  to  of  any  amount  may  be  sent  to  Morris  W.  Ehnes,  treas- 

agogv,  and  hfst^y  of  education  Effort Foreign  Missions,  Methodist  Episcopal 
g  gy,  history  of  education.  Effort  is  made  to  give  Church,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  and  designated 

by  a  church,  a  Sunday  school,  an  organiza¬ 
tion,  or  an  individual  toward  this  total. 

Competent  educational  authorities  be¬ 
lieve  that  no  more  important  contribution 
can  be  made  to  the  welfare  of  Liberia  than 
to  strengthen  and  adequately  equip  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  West  Africa  for  its  service  to  a  whole 
nation. 


The  Liberian  Methodist  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  that  sponsors  the  College 
development 


— Faith  is  a  rock. 

— The  first  step  counts. 

— The  devil  gets  the  idler. 

The  devil  takes  all  volunteers. 

-^Malice  creates  an  open  wound. 

— Great  riches  mean  great  trouble. 

—The  biggest  coward  on  earth  is  guilt. 
Shadow  fighting  never  defeats  the  devil. 
A  stitch  in  time  will  save  an  old  garment. 


"Raw  Material"  of  the  College  of 
West  Africa 
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Singing  in  the  Churches  ^ 


CAREFUL  reflection  on  the  condition  of  religious 
worship  in  the  Christian  church  of  the  present 
time  will  reveal  our  worship’s  defectiveness  at 
many  points.  With  some  degree  of  justification,  of  course, 
there  is  an  increasing  clamor  for  greater  efficiency  in  the 
pulpit.  Though  it  is  doubtful  whether  in  its  manifold 
virtues  the  message  of  the  pulpit  was  ever  more  praise¬ 
worthy  on  the  whole  than  at  the  present  time.  The 
modern  sermon’s  prophetic  note,  its  fine  adaptations,  its 
social  vision  and  horizon,  its  sweep  of  logic,  and  its 
pungency  and  directness  of  appeal  cannot  be  gainsaid. 
It  may  lack  the  hectic  passion  and  emotional  excitement 
which  marked  the  discourse  of  other  days,  which  fact 
may  not,  probably  is  not  to  be  reckoned  as  a  liability 
against  its  effectiveness.  Here  is  a  wide  field  for  thought 
that  might  lead  to  a  new  appraisal  of  the  modem  sermon 
from  a  sympathetic  study  of  the  causes  and  factors  out 
of  which  it  has  evolved. 

But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  is  wide  margin 
for  improvement  in  the  singing  feature  of  our  system 
of  modem  worship.  While  much  could  here  be  said  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  choral  singing,  we  pass  over  this  feature  and 
stress  the  need  of  improvement  in  the  congregational  sing¬ 
ing  of  our  worship  period.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  and 
the  mistake  needs  correction,  that  well-nigh  universally 
congregational  singing  has  been  too  generally  discarded 
in  the  modem  church  services.  Considering  the  purpose 
of  singing  in  the  original  ritualistic  portion  of  worship 
in  the  early  church,  and  considering  the  nature  and  value 
of  singing  in  itself,  it  is  easy  to  see  how  its  neglect  in  the 
churches  inevitably  affects  the  services.  It  is  as  impos¬ 
sible  for  the  worshiper  to  experience  the  full  value  of 
singing  done  for  him  by  the  chorus  as  it  would  be  for 
the  members  of  a  family  to  designate  the  head  of  the 
family  to  do  their  eating  for  them.  To  experience  the 
full  benefits  of  singing  the  worshiper  must  himself  sing. 


Among  the  causes  contributing  to  this  lapse  in  the 
singing  habit  of  the  modern  church  is  to  be  reckoned 
the  custom,  whether  intentional  or  not,  of  discarding  the 
use  of  the  church  hymnal.  In  too  many  instances  there 
is  the  growing  tendency  to  substitute  in  our  worship  the 
improvised,  cmde,  and  unholy  ditty  of  otherwise  doubtful 
value.  Those  jingling  compositions  are  frequently  the 
output  of  a  covetous  commercialism,  that  results  in  the 
impairment  of  our  worship  with  the  loss  to  the  wor¬ 
shiper  of  the  real  spiritual  values  supposed  to  accrue 


to  him  from  the  church  service. 

In  his  Great  Hymns  of  the  Church,*  Bishop  Thirkield 
hopes  to  meet  the  need  and  thus  to  counteract  this  ten¬ 
dency  of  discarding  the  hymnal  in  the  congregation.  In 
these  selections  suggestive  of  the  stored  values  locked 
up  in  the  great  lyric  compositions  in  the  Methodist 
Hvmnal,  he  hopes  to  popularize  that  book  of  best  hymns 
in  Christendom.  In  his  compilation  are  about  150  com¬ 
pelling  hymns,  together  with  the  “Order  of  Public  Wor¬ 
ship”  for  both  general  and  occasional  use.  As  he  perti-^ 
nently  observes : 


“These  pages  comprise  selections  from  the  hymnal  now  in  use 
by  American  Methodism.  They  are  not  intended  as  a  substitute 
for  the  hymnal.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  confidently  expected  that 
their  use  will  lead  to  the  more  general  adoption  of  the  hymnal  in 
our  churches.  These  tested  and  noble  hymns  stand  in  striking  con¬ 
trast  to  many  of  the  popular  songs  often  set  to  weak  and  unworthy 
tunes  that  are  now  sung  in  numerous  churches.  It  will  be  a  distinct 
gain  to  our  congregations  to  bring  again  into  the  memory,  imagina¬ 
tion,  and  affection  of  the  people  the  outstanding  hymns  of  the  church, 
ancient  and  modern.  The  fathers  of  early  Methodism  knew  their 
hymns  by  heart.  The  early  Methodist  preachers  were  truly  singing 
pilgrims.  The  great  hymns  of  the  church,  experimental.  Scriptural, 
preachable — hymns  touched  with  lyric  fire  and  inspiration — took  tre¬ 
mendous  hold  of  the  people.  They  were  an  element  of  power  in 
their  life  and  ministry.  May  we  cleanse  and  renew  the  very  roots 
of  our  religious  experience  in  the  tuneful  and  inspiring  fellowship 
of  sacred  song.  Dr.  James  Martineau  has  said  that  ‘the  Methodist 
Hymnal  is  the  greatest  instrument  of  Christian  praise  since  the 
days  of  the  apostles.’  Along  with  the  Bible,  the  hymnal  should  be 
found  in  every  Methodist  Home.” — Bishop  Wilbur  P.  Thirkield,  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  Tenn. 


•“Great  Hymns  of  the  Church” — The  Methodist  Book  Concern. 


Friendly  Chat  With  An  Inquiring  Pastod 

By  Dr.  Oirin  W.  Auman,  I 

Treaturer  World  Service  Commiseion  I 


SEVERAL  months  ago  when  I  was' visiting  a  charge 
in  one  of  the  Middle  Western  States,  the  pastor 
asked  me  if  I  did  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to  dis¬ 
continue  the  World  Service  Commission  and  thus  save  the 
large  expenditure  which  the  existence  of  the  commission 
made  necessary.  The  question  was  asked  in  a  fine  spirit 
and  with  a  constructive  attitude  of  mind. 

I  replied  by  stating  that  the  World  Service  Commis¬ 
sion  actually  cost  the  church  very  little  during  the  course 
of  a  year.  He  was  surprised  to  learn  that  last  year  the 
total  expenses  of  the  World  Service  Commission  were  less 
than  $6,000,  or  to  be  exact,  $6,788.92. 

I  suggested  that  he  may  have  been  thinking  of  the  ex¬ 
pense  budget  of  the  Chicago  office,  and  he  admitted  that 
he  had.  I  then  proceeded  to  explain  that  the  work  at 
the  Chicago  office  is  not  maintained  by  the  World  Service 
Commission,  but  is  created  and  maintained  by  the  con¬ 
stituent  boards. 

The  Chicago  office  is  maintained  strictly  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  economy.  No  work  is  done  through  this  office 


excepting  that  which  can  be  done  more  cheaply  under  this 
plan  of  co-operation  than  it  could  be  done  if  the  boards 
conducted  the  same  work  independently  of  each  other. 

I  called  his  attention  to  the  Department  of  Missionary 
Education  as  a  case  in  point.  Before  the  present  arrange¬ 
ment  was  entered  into  whereby  the  boards  are  providing 
for  the  work  of  missionary  education  throughout  the 
church  in  this  co-operative  plan  the  Board  of  Sunday 
Schools,  now  the  Department  of  Church  Schools  in  the 
Board  of  Education,  had  a  budget  of  $36,000  for  mission¬ 
ary  education.  The  Board  of  Epworth  Leagues  had  * 
budget  of  $20,000  for  the  same  purpose,  making  a  total 
of  $66,000,  not  including  the  amount  spent  by  the  mis¬ 
sion  boards  and  the  Committee  on  Conservation  and  Ad¬ 
vance  for  this  purpose.  Now  that  the  work  of  missionaOjj 
education  for  the  whole  church  is  centralized  in  tH 
Chicago  World  Service  office  and  is  done  in  a  co-operative 
manner  by  the  boards,  the  budget  for  the  current  ye»*' 
is  but  $33,770. 

After  hearing  this  statement,  the  pastor  was  convinced 
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that  this  part  of  the  budget  of  the  Chicago  office  showed 
A  good  management  and  was  more  than  justified. 

"  We  then  talked  about  the  central  treasury.  I  called 
his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Discipline  provides, 
when^^ref erring  to  the  co-operative  administrative  staff, 
that  It  shall  establish  a  central  receiving  treasury  which 
shall  distribute  to  the  several  boards  according  to  the 
ratio  of  funds  established  by  the  Commission.”  He  was 
quite  readily  convinced  that  this  was  a  more  economical 
method  of  handling  the  receipts  from  the  churches  and 
that  mailing  the  voucher  for  each  remittance  and  keeping 
the  ledger  account  with  each  of  the  charges  in  this  co¬ 
operative  way  was  far  cheaper  than  it  would  be  to  have 
each  of  the  boards  have  a  receiving  office  issuing  similar 
vouchers  and  each  keeping  an  account  with  all  of  the 
charges  of  the  church.  The  budget  for  the  current  year 
for  this  work,  I  informed  him,  is  $44,205. 

We  then  canvassed  carefully  the  departments  of  ad¬ 
ministration,  field  work,  publicity,  general  literature, 
stewardship,  stereopticon,  apportionments,  and  statistics. 
I  then  asked  him,  in  his  judgment,  which,  if  any,  of  these 
departments  should  be  dispensed  with.  Having  ap- 
proached  the  subject  in  an  intelligent  and  fair-minded 
y  way,  he  concluded  by  saying,  “I  do  not  think  any  of  this 
work  should  be  discontinued,  and  I  believe  that  in  this 
co-operative  way  it  is  being  managed  in  a  much  more 
economical  manner  than  in  any  other  way.” 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  inquiry  voiced  by  this  pastor 
is  in  the  minds  of  many  of  our  Methdist  ministers  and 
laymen,  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that  when  they  are  in 
possession  of  the  facts,  as  this  pastor  came  to  be,  their 
conclusion  ;n  each  case  would  be  uniform  with  his. 

The  World  Service  Commission  does  not  incur  the 
expenses  of  the  central  offices,  but  the  Discipline  in  the 
following  words  empowers  the  Commission  to  fix  a  maxi¬ 
mum  beyond  which  the  expense  may  not  go:  “The  ex¬ 
pense  of  this  staff  shall  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible 
amount.  The  total  shall  be  determined  by  the  World 
Service  Commission.” 

Thus  we  see  that  the  World  Seiwice  .Commission, 
instead  of  being  in  itself  an  expense  to  the  church,  is  an 
inexpensive  and  democratic  means  for  the  control  of  our 
expense  budgets  and  our  benevolent  policies  by  the  church. 

Flood  Sufferers’  Fund 

The  area  of  the  flooded  district  widens.  The  pri¬ 
vations  and  suffering  are  indescribable.  To  meet 
the  situation,  other  denominations  are  making 
special  efforts  to  provide  for  their  ministers  and  congre¬ 
gations.  After  all  that  we  do,  our  pastors  and  congrega¬ 
tions  will  suffer  much.  The  Rev.  N.  Poe,  who,  with  his 
wife  and  eight  children,  was  rescued  from  the  flooded 
area,  writes:  “We  are  very  well;  but  when  I  think  of  all 
four  of  my  churches  being  from  eight  to  ten  feet  in 
water,  I  get  sad.  Then,  too,  my  people  are  scattered  in 
such  a  way  that  I  do  not  know  where  they  are.  We  are 
surrounded  by  much  sadness  and  poverty.” 

The  Rev.  N.  G.  Crawford  writes:  “Greenville  is  un¬ 
der  water,  and  every  member  of  our  church  is  homeless. 

I  have  lost  everything  that  I  possess,  and  yet  I  am  will- 
-  ing  to  go  back  and  do  the  best  I  can  as  soon  as  the 
9  Water  recedes.” 

The  contributions  listed  below  have  come  from  some 
of  our  churches  and  friends.  Notable  is  the  contribution 
that  came  by  air  post  from  Dr.  J.  W.  Hancher,  who  is 
now  in  San  Francisco.  He  writes:  “We  are  distinctly 


disturbed  at  our  office  over  the  misfortune  that  has  over¬ 
taken  our  people  in  the  Southland;  Not  withstanding 
the  many  calls  for  money.  Miss  Willard  and  I  feel  that 
we  must  have  a  little  investment  in  the  comfort  and  con¬ 
solation  which  a  few  dollars  may  buy.” 

Send  in  your  contribution  at  once.  Every  little  will 
help.  Now  is  the  needed  time. — R.  E.  Jones,  Resident 
Bishop,  631  Baronne  St.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

“a  P-  ThJ'-kield.  WOO.  R.  E.  Jones  and  wife, 

r  w  w  n’  Matthews.  New  Orleans,  «16.  Rev. 

i:'  ^VT  Orleans,  $16.  Rev.  H.  J.  Williams,  MaUa- 

*^**o”»  Boyntwi,  New  Orleans,  $1. 
PhU5,.^'J’’  Marteell,  New  Orleans,  $6.  Rev.  T.  Wallace, 

Orleans,  $1.26.  Rev.  H.  J.  Johnson,  Haven, 
M.  Lang,  Thompson,  New  Orleans, 
r-l'  ^  Tpi  New  Orleans,  $6.26.  Rev.  H.  B.  F, 

o’  Orleans,  $3.  Rev.  F.  W.  Brown,  Mt.  Zion, 

New  Orieans,  $26  33  Rev.  A.  W.  Carr,  Mt.  Vernon,  HoustonI 

Trinity  E?st,  Houston,  Texas,  $20. 
r  ®  ‘,1  'r,..  Mayes,  Mallalieu,  Houston,  Texas,  $10.  Rev.  J.  H. 
Lovell,  Trinity,-  Houston,  Texas,  $33.  Rev.  F.  T.  Lee,  Grace, 

2,’o  'p®’  5®T;  *‘®*‘**  Memorial,  Houston, 

^xas,  $19.  Rev.  ^  W.  Kelly,  Wesley  Tabernacle,  Galveston,  Texas, 

Galveston,  Texas,  $10.  Rev. 
W.  G.  Alston,  St.  Paul,  Shreveport,  La.,  $16.  Rev.  A.  B.  Keeling, 
ratt,  Jackso^  Mi8s.j$13.60.  Rev.  R.  M.  Davis,  Andrews  Cha^, 
^  Texas,  $26.  Rev.  G.  A.  Deslandes,  St.  Paul,  DaUu, 
Texas,  $26.  Rev.  J.  A.  Williams,  Wesley,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  $10. 
w St.  Paul,  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  $20.06.  Rev.  S. 
W.  Cathron,  Braden,  NashvUle,  Tenn.,  $11.62.  Rev.  J.  O.  Brown, 
St.  Marfe,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  $10.  Rev.  A.  D.  Jacques,  Simpson, 
Austin,  Texas,  W.  Rev.  A.  Robinson,  St.  James,  Shreveport,  La., 
't  G.  Williams,  Ebenecer,  Marshall,  Texas,  $26.  Rev. 

J.  p.  Wheaton,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  $11.  Rev.  W.  H.  Smith,  dis- 

J""*®'  St.  Paul,  Meridian, 
Miss.,  $3.  Rev.  J.  A.  Williams,  Union,  Miss.,  $1.  Rev.  A.  D. 
Wright,  Mendian,  Miss.,  60  cents.  Rev.  F.  L.  Williams,  Scooba, 
Miss.,  j^.  Rev.  J.  C.  Smoot,  Meridian,  Miss.,  $1.  Rev.  A.  Nelson, 
^mj^ete.  Miss  SOyents.  Rev.  E.  W.  Rodgers,  Meridian,  Miss., 
G-  Smith,  Laurel,  Miss.,  $12.  Rev.  H.  J.  Riley,  Nor¬ 
ris,  Miss.,  60  cento.  Rev.  W.  D.  Kirkland,  Rosehill,  Miss.,  60  cento. 
T  i  Birmingham,  Ala.,  $18.62.  Rev. 

„  .T.  Napoleonville,  La.,  $4.09.  Rev.  E.  H.  Forrest, 

Bri®tol,  Va.  $10.  Rev.  J.  W.  Weakley,  Jacob’s,  San  Antonio, 
TMas,  Rev.  L.  E.  Muse,  Hubbard,  Texas,  $6.  Rev.  J.  P. 
Wragg,  Bible  Hoiwe,  New  York,  $2.  Rev.  M.  M.  Jefferson,  Roanoke, 
Va.,  $7.  Dr  J.  W.  Hancher,  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  $24.  Rev.  J. 
B.  Peeler,  Plwsant  Ridge,  Va.,  $6.26.  Miss  Winifred  Willard,  Sah 
Francisco,  Calif.,  $16.  Total,  $826.87. 

Summer  Schools 

for  Town  and  Country  Ministers  under  the  Direction  of 
the  Bureau  of  Negro  Work,  the  Board  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  and  Church  Extension 

The  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension 
will  continue  its  program  of  training  rural  pastors 
by  conducting  three  summer  schools  this  summer. 
The  schedule  is  as  follows : 

June  7-17 — Philander  Smith  College,  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas. 

June  14-26 — Waveland,  Miss. 

June  27  to  July  2 — Claflin  College,  Orangeburg, 
South  Carolina. 

These  schools  will  be  served  by  some  of  our  best  pre¬ 
pared  teachers  in  rural  leadership,  and  the  courses  will 
include :  Rural  Church  Administration,  Rural  Community 
Organization,  Agricultural  Problems,  Social  and  Rec¬ 
reational  Leadership,  Evangelism,  and  Church  Finance. 

One  of  the  finest  services  rendered  by  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  is  that  which  pro¬ 
vides  a  leadership  program  for  our  rural  churches. 

More  than  600  scholarships  have  been  granted  dur¬ 
ing  the  years  to  our  colored  preachers.  Some  of  the  re¬ 
sults  of  this  training  can  be  found  on  nearly  every  dis¬ 
trict  in  our  colored  Conferences. 

Persons  desiring  information  about  rural  training 
schools  may  write  Dr.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  secretary  of 
Negro  Work,  1701  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

Mi'  IimurAnovAi.  Stans 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
PETER  UNDAUNTED  BY  PERSECUTION 

SECOND  QUARTER. 


Scf^ture  Lesson — Acts  6.  17-42. 

A  mediate  result  of  Peter’s  healing  of  the 
lame  man  was  the  beginning  of  the  perse¬ 
cution  of  the  Christians  by  the  Jews.  This 
came  up  in  the  last  lesson;  hut  we  did  not 
discuss  it  because  it  would  more  conveniently 
come  up  in  the  pruent  lesson.  In  the  present 
'stage  it  is  not  a  persecution  of  the  Christians 
as  such  by  the  Jews  as  such,  but  a  persecu¬ 
tion  of  the  Christian  leaders  by  the  Jewish 
leaders.  It  is  a  controversy  between  big  men 
— active  aggression  by  one  group  and  passive 
resistance  by  the  other.  But  before  it  is 
over,  it  will  be  a  similar  popular  controversy. 
At  present  the  opposition  is  against  Chris¬ 
tians  for  trying  to  make  other  men  Christian. 
But  erelong  it  will  be  against  Christians 
simply  because  they  are  Christians. 

Psychology  of  Religious  Persecution.  Be¬ 
cause  we  are.  so  thoroughly  persuaded  that 
those  persecutors  of  Peter  were  themselves 
opposing  the  will  of  God,  it  is  not  easy  for 
us  to  be  treasonably  fair  in  our  judgment  of 
them.  But  if  the  Christian  leaders  to-day 
were  to  ask  themselves  seriously  and  answer 
honestly  how,  if  they  had  been  those  Jewish 
leaders,  they  would  have  behaved  toward 
Peter,  it  will  appear  probable  that  those  per¬ 
secutors  of  Peter  were  not  much  worse  than 
we  would  have  been.  Throughout  the  history 
of  Christianity  even  some  Christians  have 
bitterly  persecuted  other  Christians  simply 
because  of  relii^ous  ideas  which  they  have 
been  trying  to  disseminate  among  the  people. 
Paul  w^  a  targfet  for  many  of  the  Christians 
throughout  his  ministry.  Witness  the  con¬ 
troversy  t(>-day  between  the  so-called 
Fundamentalists  and  Modernists,  or  between 
the  anti-^Evolutionists  and  Evolutionists,  in 
which  case  even  the  civil  law  is  sometimes 
invoked  to  add  teeth  to  the  persecution ! 
Every  religion  tends  to  be  very  conservative, 
and  none  passively  submits  to  the  dissemina¬ 
tion  of  ideas  palpkbly  contradictory  to  the 
traditional  ones.  When  leaders  have  been 
teaching  anything  for  a  long  time,  they  bit¬ 
terly  reseitt  having  it  said  or  Implied  that 
they  have  been  wrong.  If  the  teacher  of  new 
ideas  does  not  mt  his  teaching  okehed  by 
the  acknowledged  leaders,  it  is  just  too  bad 
for  him.  And  he  greatly  aggravates  matters 
if  he  appeais  away  from  the  ieaders  to  the 
“people”  for  approval.  The  “people”  are  not 
capaole  of  critical  judgment,  and  are  easily 
swayed  by  emotions  and  sentiments.  And 
then  if  leaders  should  be  convinced  of  a  seri¬ 
ous  mistake  which  they  have  made,  they  bit¬ 
terly  resent  the  publishing  of  the  mistake  as 
a  mistake  before  the  “people.”  Such  public 
airing  of  leadership  mistakes  tends  to  destroy 
popular  confidence  in  its  leadership.  It  is 
believed  that  the  knowledge  of  these  mistakes 
should  be  kept  among  the  leaders  only.  What 
leader  is  there  to-day  who,  deep  down  in  his 
heart,  would  not  love  to  be  considered  in¬ 
fallible  in  judgment  by  the  “people”?  This 
is  true  in  secular  or  civil  matters,  and  es¬ 
pecially  true  in  sacred  or  religious  matters. 
So  the  progressive  and  liberal  would-be 
leader,  if  he  be  also  wise  and  prudent,  will 
always  try  to  persuade  that  his  new  ideas 
are  realiy  the  old  ones  restated  or  re-inter¬ 
preted.  This  is  what  all  those  early  Christian 
leaders  did. 

Cause  of  Peter's  Persecution.  There  was 
nothing  in  Peter’s  preaching  which  conflicted 
with  the  traditional  teaching  of  Moees.  But 
the  leaders  condemned  him  for  teaching  that 
Jesus  was  the  Messiah.  This  was  regarded 
as  in  fact  a  condemnation  of  the  ieaders  for 
having  put  Jesus  to  death.  It  was  they  who 
had  had  Jesus  arrest^  tried,  and  convicted, 
with  the  fickle  peopk  abetting  them.  Peter 
was  having  splendid^  success  in  persuading 
the  ‘people”  that  tbby  had  been  wrong  in 
their  pataionate  judgment  of  Jesus.  But  the 
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leaders  were  not  so  easily  persuaded.  Al¬ 
though  there  was  a  miscarriage  of  justice  in 
Jesus’,  crucifixion,  they  felt  that  the  law  had 
had  its  course,  and  that  it  was  less  than  re¬ 
spect  for  the  law  for  any  ordinary  citizen 
to  be  trying  to  create  sentiment  among  the 
people  to  the  effect  that  the  court  was  to 
be  condemned  for  its  course.  Suppose  there 
had  been  a  mistake,  they  adjudged  it  good 
public  policy  to  put  the  damper  on  all  pub¬ 
lic  criticism  of  the  court.  Do  we  not  some¬ 
times  have  similar  miscarriages  of  justice  to¬ 
day  to  satisfy  the  clamor  of  a  passionate  mob 
and  as  the  result  of  a  prejudiced  jury?  The 
court  has  formally  pronounced  the  sentence. 
The  sentence  has  been  executed.  Community 
leaders  have  brought  about  the  man’s  arrest, 
conviction,  and  death.  A  private  citizen  makes 
it  his  business  to  go  around  and  try  to  cre¬ 
ate  .popuiar  feeling  against  the  act  of  those 
leaders.  That  will  be  taken  as  implying  that 
those  leaders  deserve  the  penalty  meted  out 
to  the  supposed  criminal — ^just  as  those  Jew¬ 
ish  leaders  regarded  Peter’s  preaching  (Acts 
S.  28).  Now  what  do  you  suppose  will  be  the 
attitude  of  these  community  leaders  toward 
this  private  citizen?  If  the  K.  K.  K.  is  do¬ 
ing  business  in  that  community,  it  is  not  un¬ 
likely  that  this  private  citizen  will,  like  Peter, 
be  whipped  and  ordered  at  least  to  bridle  his 
tongue.  In  any  case,  if  he  is  greatly  succeed¬ 
ing  in  winning  the  “people”  to  his  convic¬ 
tions,  a  cunningly  devised  trap  will  be  set 
for  his  downfall.  Peter  was  right,  we  are 
fully  persuaded,  and  his  persecutors  were 
wrong.  But  we  are  trying  to  get  the  reader 
to  see  that  human  nature  hasn’t  changed  very 
much,even  though  we  claim  to  be  more  liberal- 
minded  than  the  men  of  the  ancient  world. 
TTie  persecution  of  Peter  was  as  much  po¬ 
litical  as  it  was  religious,  as  the  church  and 
state  were  one.  There  are  liberal-minded 
leaders  to-day.  But  then  there  was  at  least 
one  such  leader,  the  scholar  Gamaliel,  among 
Peter’s  judges  (Acts  6.  34-39).  And  the  fact 
that  his  counsel  so  easily  prevailed  in  a 
group  of  nearly  six  dozen,  indicates  that 
probably  he  was  only  the  spokesman  of  a 
liberal-minded  group  as  against  the  close- 
minded  group  led  by  the  high  priest. 

The  Result  of  Peter’s  Persecution.  We  con¬ 
tinue  to  speak  of  this  as  the  persecution  of 
Peter.  But  in  fact  it  was  a  persecution  of 
neither  Peter  nor  the  apostles,  but  of  ah 
idea — of  a  cause.  Peter  was  only  the  leader 
of  this  cause.  Now  I  know  of  no  case  in 
history  when  the  persecution  of  a  worth-while 
idea  or  cause  has  been  permanently  success¬ 
ful.  Sometimes  it  has  succeeded  temporarily, 
hut  later  failed.  If  it  is  untimely  advocated, 
it  will  fail  without  persecution;  and  if  the 
cause  is  timely,  it  will  succeed  in  spite  of 
persecution  of  the  severest  sort.  Of  course, 
there  have  always  been  some  men  who  could 
be  frightened  into  retreat  by  the  brandishing 
of  a  weapon  only  of  words.  But  it  is  only 
through  ^e  courtesy  of  language  that  such 
moral  cowards  can  be  called  men.  The  true 
man  has  convictions  if  he  has  individuality. 
These  convictions  may  be  changed,  as  they 
are  produced,  by  spiritual,  moral,  and  intel¬ 
lectual  persuasions,  but  never  by  the  threat 
or  even  the  experience  of  any  kind  of  pun¬ 
ishment.  Peter  was  just  one  of  the  true 
“men”  leaders  of  history,  whom  persecu¬ 
tion  served  to  strengthen  rather  than  to 
weaken  in  his  convictions  and  activities.  In 
this  he  was  but  following  his  great 
Teacher,  whose  cause  he  had  espoused. 
To  be  a  true  “man”  in  this  respect  is  to  be  a 
true  Christian.  “The  wise  man  changes  his 
mind  often,”  but  it  is  only  because  of  clearer 
insight  or  better  information.  The  true  man 
is  like  the  “fool”  when  he  never  changes  his 
mind  because  of  persecution.  So  was  Peter. 

SAM  HUSTOK  COIXCOE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

LzasoK  ro*  Sunday,  Mat  29,  1927 

‘'If  this  counsel  or  this  work  be  of  men,  it 
will  come  to  nought” 

(By  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

Peter  and  the  other  disciples  were  being 
persecuted  and  suffering  shame,  for  which 
they  rejoiced  that  they  were  counted 
worthy.  Like  many  missionaries  since  their 
day,  they  had  made  an  impression  on  a  cit¬ 
izen  of  influence  and  power,  who  spoke  in 
their  behalf,  and  who  secured  a  change  in 
sentence  which  gave  them  early  release  from 
the  hands  of  their  persecutors,  and  proved  a 
help  to  them  in  that  they  had  “a  friend  at 
court.”  This  man  proved  his  strength  in  his 
logic:  “If  this  work  be  of  men,  it  will  come 
to  nought;  but  if  it  be  of  God,  ye  cannot 
overthrow  it.” 

The  great  question  before  the  non-believing 
world  to-day  is  whether  the  work  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary  be  of  God.  There  are  many  heathen 
wise  enough  to  know  that  if  our  gospel  be 
of  men,  it  is  sure  to  fail;  but  if  it  be  from 
God,  even  the  heathen  will  know  it  is  vain 
to  fight  against  God.  The  absorbing  ques¬ 
tion  now  in  all  the  world,  including  the  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  of  our  land,  as  well 
as  other  lands,  is  whether  there  be  a  God  suclt 
as  missionaries  teach,  and  is  He  in  the  mis¬ 
sionary  movement.  The  faithful  Christian 
and  missionary  can  afford  to  trust  results 
with  God,  for  if  the  work  is  His,  He  will 
see  it  through  to  victory.  If  it  is  not  of 
God,  it  will  come  to  nought. 

The  whole  missionary  movement  is  an  ad¬ 
venture  by  faith.  The  devout  spirits  wht> 
trusted  fully  may  have  suffered  with  their 
Lord  as  did  these  disciples,  but  always  with 
the  assurance  of  final  victory.  It  requires 
courage  even  yet  to  be  exposed  as  are  the 
missionaries  of  China,  but  as  sure  as  God  is 
with  them,  there  is  joy  even  in  the  supreme 
sacrifice  for  Him.  It  is  this  victorioM  faith 
that  triumphs  over  enemies  yjd  wins  tlie 
friendship  of  the  wise  and  strong  in  every 
place,  and  compels  even  persecutors  to  recog¬ 
nize  that  God  is  with  us.  Mackay  in  Uganda 
was  an  outstanding  example  of  one  whose 
constancy  of  purpose  won  the  friendship  of 
those  who  had  been  cruel  enemies. 

In  the  final  outcome  of  missionary  en¬ 
deavor,  we  may  have  confidence  that  if  it 
is  of  God,  it  will  win,  and  the  nations  of 
this  world  will  become  kingdoms  of  our 
Lord.  “The  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  God,  and  all  flesh  shall  worship  at 
his  feet.”  If  this  movement  is  not  of  God, 
it  will  come  to  nought;  which  means  that 
every  phase  of  missionary  endeavor,  which  is 
not  true  to  the  gospel  and  built  on  the  un¬ 
selfish  desire  to  save  the  lost  and  make  bet¬ 
ter  conditions  for  all  people,  will  also  come 
to  nought.'  God’s  kingdom  will  succeed. 

GAMMON  SEHINABY. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  George  wish  to 
thank  the  members  and  friends  who  stormed 
the  parsonage  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Columbus,  Miss.,  which  brought 
smiles  to  their  faces.  May  God  bless  them 
all.  Cotne  again. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good  peo¬ 
ple  of  Crawford  charge  (Miss.),  and  Baptist 
friends  for  their  kindness  to  us  during  the 
illness  and  death  of  my  sister,  Lucy  Led¬ 
better,  who  died  February  13,  1927. — Edmond 
.Johnson  and  Family. 

We  wish  to  take  this  method  to  thank  the 
members  and  friends  of  Grace  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Covington,  Ga.,  for  many 
pounds  of  choice  groceries  and  some  money 
brought  to  the  parsonage.  You  are  welcome 
to  come  again.  May  God  bless  these  good 
people. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Swain. 

— The  Rev.  Green  and  wife  take  this  method 
to  thank  the  Rev.  Brown  and  wife,  also  Mr, 
L.  L.  Jones,  of  the  Colored  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  of  Lafayette,  La.,  who  came  to 
the  parsonage  with  loaded  baskets  contain¬ 
ing  250  pounds  of  select  groceries.  The  Rev, 
Green  has  lost  his  health  entirely,  but  the 
Lord  has  blessed  his  family. — Doris  Green. 
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I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
and  many  friends  of  Corinth  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  for  the  pounding  and  the  sur¬ 
prise  that  they  have  riven  us  since  we  have 
been  here.  .Also  1  .thank  the  following  for 
the  chickens  given  to  the  pastor  and  wife: 
Mrs.  Alex  Murphy,  Mr.  R.  McMack,  Mrs. 
C.  D.  Williams,  Mrs.  Selina  Jordan,  Sally 
Black,  Mr.  Williams  Vashi,  Mrs.  Emma 
Haynes,  and  Mrs.  Buster  Jones.  We  are 
greatly  elated  over  the  many  kindnesses 
shown  us  since  we  have  been  here. — Rev.  and 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Smith,  Grand  Bayou,  La. 


The  Rev.  S.  E.  Roberts  and  wife  take  this 
method  of  thanking  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society, 
Epworth  League  members,  and  many  friend 
for  the  reception  that  was  given  in  his  honor 
as  pastor  of  St.  Raul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church),  Moss  Point,  Miss.,  and  also  the  nice 
program  that  was  rendered  by  the  young 
people  of  the  church.  Words  cannot  teU  how 
well  we  enjoyed  the  occasion.  The  flowers 
f^  the,  occasion  spoke  louder  than  words. 
The  work  has  started  nicely,  and  I  pray  that 
God  will  bless  the  efforts  of  all  concerned 
In  this  work. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Drew,  Mite. — Beasley  Chapel:  May  1  was 
a  high  daff  with  us.  The  Sunday  school  met 
at  the  usual  hour,  and  at  11  A.  M.  the  pastor 
preached  an  inspiring  sermon  from  St.  Mark 
14.  The  Rev.  I.  S.  McDonald,  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  was  present.  One  member  was 
added  to  the  church.  Collection  amounted  to 
$26.60. — ^D.  D.  Shelly,  Pastor;  G.  I.  Worrell, 
Reporter. 

Most  Point,  Mist. — On  Tuesday  night, 
April  12,  the  members  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 

f  Episcopal  Church  were  blessed  with  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Dr.  M.  T.  J.  Howard,  who  came  in 
the  interest  of  the  World  Service  movement. 
Dr.  Howard  gave  an  interesting  lecture  aiong 
with  Ms  stereopticon  slides,  which  made  the 
movement  more  interesting,  and  we  all  felt 
like  giving  freely  to  the  cause.  .The  audience 
was  well  pleased,  and  trust  that  Dr.  Howard 
will  come  again.— Rev.  S.  G.  Roberts,  Pas¬ 
tor;  Ariel  Hawkins,  Reporter. 

North  Chattanooga,  Tenn. — “Larola,”  a 
missionary  drama  in  one  act,  was  presented 
by  the  young  people  of  Hurst  ..Memorial 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Wednesday 
night  of  Holy  Week.  The  many  wl»o  at¬ 
tended  expressed  themselves  as  having  been 
enlighten^  upon  the  task  of  the  Christian 
missionaries  and  were  inspired  to  do  more 
for  world-wide  missions.  Mrs.  E.  E.  Ham¬ 
blen  is  the  director  of  the  young  people’s 
activities  here,  and  our  young  folk  are  fol¬ 
lowing  her  gladly.— The  Rev.  E.  E.  Ham¬ 
blen,  Pastor. 

Leesville,  La. — Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  During  tiie  month  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  a  successful  rally  was  conducted  at 
this  place.  The  club  leaders  and  coworkers 
reported  as  follows:  No.  1,  A.  Sims,  ^ 

#Selfth,  $60.60;  No.  2,  G.  Fox,  M.  Hudleaton, 
^5.30;  No.  3,  C.  E.  Gill,  C.  Conley,  $36; 
No.  4.  Miss  E.  Kirk,  Sister  E.  Owens,  $66.46; 
No.  6,  Children’s  Club,  led  by  Sister  E. 
Hudleston  and  James  Crump,  Jr.,  $10;  total 
raised  for  the  day,  $182.  I  thank  these  good 
people  for  their  loyalty,  and  pray  God’s  i 
ble.ssing  upon  them.— J.  C.  Coleman,  Pastor.  ! 

DametvUle,  Oa. — A  great  revival  beiran  at  ' 


John  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
April  24.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Clemons  preached 
at  11  A.  M.,  and  at  7.30  P.  M.  the  pastor 
preached.  The  following  Monday  the  Rev. 
P.  R.  Dubose,  our  great  pastor  at  Millen, 
Ga.,  preached  and  held  the  fort  for  nine 
days,  up  to  May  1.  At  11  A.  M.  the  Rev. 
T.  M.  Bush  preached,  and  Dr.  Dubose 
preached  at  night.  The  meeting  closed  on 
Tuesday  night.  Seven  members  were  added 
to  the  church.  Total  raised  during  the 
meeting  was  $46.14.— Rev.  H.  W.  Kimball, 
Pastor. 

Pickens,  Mist.— Spring  Ridge  Methodist 
Kpisc'opal  Ghurch  had  a  club  rally  April  17. 
A  splendid  program  was  also  rendered.  The 
“fv.  B.  H.  Ashford,  the  pastor,  was  with 
jj*!  also  the  Rev.  Wesley,  of  Georgeville 

•Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  club  lead¬ 
ers  reported  as  follows:  No.  1,  Sisters  V. 
Banks,  $2.70;  No.  2,  L.  Bell,  $18;  No,  3,  E. 
J^arton,  $2.46;  No.  4,  E.  Thurmon,  80c;  No. 

E.  Drain,  67c;  No.  6,  A.  Carson,  $3;  No. 
J*  E.  Bell,  $1 ;  No.  8,  L.  Carson,  $1 ;  H. 
^bry,  $8.20;  No.  10,  E.  Hamblin,  86c;  total, 
public  collection,  $4.86;  grand  total. 


$33.43. — The  Rev.  B.  H.  Ashford,  Pastor; 
Lucy  Bell,  Reporter. 

Titus,  Ala. — Easter,  April  17,  was  a  day 
s  of  remembrance  at  our  church  here.  The 
t  pastor,  Rev.  H.  H.  Nunn,  preached  a  soul- 
r  stirring  sermon  that  will  outlive  his  name  to 
k  all  that  were  present.  The  members  and 
-  friends  gave  $46  for  World  Service.  At 
5  2.30  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Nunn  left  for  St.  Paul 

J  with  another  soul-stirring  sermon,  where  the 
,  members  and  friends  were  raising  their 
World  Sercice  quota.  We  also  had  with  us 
on  Easter  Prof.  Roberson  and  wife,  principal 
’  of  the  Coosa  County  Training  School,  who 
spoke  many  encouraging  words.  We  hope 
to  have  Prof.  Roberson  with  us  again.  Our 
'  motto  is,  do  a  great  work  for  the  Master 
;  this  year. — Miss  Sarah  Holt,  Reporter. 

Clifton,  Tenn. — St.  James  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  April  16  and  17  were  dates 
of  our  third  quarter.  The  Rev.  J.  O.  Dixon, 
district  superintendent,  was  present  and 
preached  two  great  sermons  to  a  crowded 
house.  Although  it  was  Easter,  we  paid  the 
superintendent  in  full,  $20,  and  paid  $20  on 
World  Service.  The  Conference  made  no 
mistake  in  sending  us  the  Rqv.  S.  M.  Car¬ 
michael  as  pastor;  he  is  an  able  -preacher, 
and  we  feel  that  we  can  do  a  great  work 
under  his  leadership.  He  was  at  his  best 
Sunday,  May  1,  and  preached  a  wonderful 
sermon.  Collection  for  the  day,  $10.  The 
Ladies’  Aid  Society  is  doing  a  great  work 
for  the  church  and  the  poor. — Miss  M.  B. 
Maleary,  Reporter. 

High  Point,  N.  C.— Morris  Chapel  Meth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church  is  prosperous  under 
the  leadership  of  its  new  pastor.  Dr.  H.  L. 
Ashe.  _  The  Sunday  services  are  well  attended 
by  people  from  all  parts  of  the  city.  The 
pastor  has  organized  a  very  enthusiastic 
Brotherhood;  and  the  men  of  the  church  are 
taking  on  new  life.  Recently  a  father  and 
son  banquet  was  given  at  the  church,  with  an 
excellent  program,  in  charge  of  Miss  Ava 
Robinson.  Many  of  the  teachers  of  the  city 
school  system  took  part.  A  strong  address 
was  delivered  by  Dr.  R.  T.  Weatherby,  of 
St.  Matthews  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Greensboro,  N.  C.  On  Monday  evening.  May 
9,  a  drive  was  launched  for  a  new  modern 
church.— J.  M.  Foust,  Reporter. 

LaOrange,  Texas. — St.  James  Methodist  ' 
Episcopal  Church  is  moving  along  nicely.  ^ 
Sunday,  April  3,  was  our  regular  pastoral 
day.  The  Rev.  P.  H.  Phillips,  pastor, 
preached  from  Rev.  3.  1.  He  seemed  to  ] 
have  been  at  his  best.  A  large  congregation  , 
was  present  to  hear  this  able  message,  j 
Among  the  visitors  present  was  Prof.  Ran-  i 
dolph,  principal  of  the  city  high  school.  Col-  , 
lection  amounted  to  $16.45.  On  April  10,  , 

our  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  J.  L.  j 
S.  Edmondson,  held  his  second  Quarterly  , 
Conference.  He  preached  two  great  sermons,  i 
Fifty  partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  The  f 
superintendent  was  paid  in  full,  $26;  paid  g 
pastor,  $8.66;  total  raised  for  all  causes,  ^ 
.$36.66.  We  have  a  loyal  set  of  members  r 
here. — Reporter.  ^ 

Oarwood,  Texas. — St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis-  a 
copal  Church  is  doing  a  great  work.  Easter  \ 
Sunday  was  a  high  day.  Wfe  made  our  pas-  s 
tor  happy  when  we  laid  on  the  table  our  full  d 
World  Service  quota.  Each  member  was  F 
asked  to  pay  $2,  which  was  paid  by  the  fol-  1 
lowing:  Sam  Axel,  N.  Axel,  J.  Dabney,  tl 
Sisters  F.  A.  Moshey,  M.  Shirley,  S.  Chavis,  p 


is  L.  Dance,  H  Axel,  G.  K.  K«,a««»dall. 
y,  ter  Ml.  Stapleton  paid  $1.60;  HSisters  Dord 
Is  Lowe  and  M.  Woodforks,  $1  eaclvi.  Space 
>r  not  permit  us  to  mention  the  names  of  ot^r« 
who  gave  smaller  amounts.  Total  raised  for, 
:e  World  Service,  $63;  for  pastor,  $6;  igrand 
g  total  for  day,  94^.  We  sent  our  pa§^r  i|p 
W  to  the  District  Conference  at  Halle^MvWe 
•S  with  a  round  report.— T.  H.  Bryant,  Pastori 
B.  Fannie  Mosley,  Reporter, 
it  • 

d  Goliad,  Texas— On  Apj-il  10,  our  Easter 
rally  began.  A  successful  Weekly  meeting 
was  held  Easter  Sunday.  At  4  P.  M.  the 
early  morning  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
Rev.  Allen  from  the  text,  “The  Risen  Christ.” 
A  large  number  of  members  were  present 
from  all  churches.  Two  young  men  came 
forward  for  prayer.  At  11  A.  M.  the  Rev. 

.  Allen  preached  another  noble  sermon.  At  8 
P.  M.  the  Junior  League  met  and  rendered 
an  interesting  program.  A  program  was 
f  rendered  by  the  Sunday  school  at  8  P.;.M. 

which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  The  World  Sefv- 
-  ice  treasurer,  Bro.  A.  A.  Brewer,  and  the  sec- 
,  retary,  Mrs.  G.  Rooney,  were  called ‘to  .’tlie 
table  to  take  collection.  The  roU  was  calltd 
and  our  pastor  was  all  smiles  when  they  re- 
^  ported  $116,  which  was  our  quota. — ^The  Rev. 

'  R.  W.  Allen,  Pastor;  Mrs.  R.  Taylor,  Re- 
^  porter, 
s 

I  McComb,  Miss. — We  are  very  glad  to  say 
•  that  our  Easter  drive  was  a  success.  Clean- 
!  up  week  was  observed  with  mUch  interest, 
and  the  church  was  nicely  decorated.  At  4.80 
A.  M.  the  pastor  preached  the  resurrection 
sermon  from  Matthew  28.  6.  We  witnessed 
a  great  demonstration  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
this  service.  Bro.  A.  Tobias,  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday '  school,  made  a  strong  plea 
for  World  Service.  At  11  A.  M.  the  pa^or 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon.  At  3  P.  M. 
Mrs.  Bessie  Tobias  conducted  a  program,  the 
best  that  St.  Paul  Church  has  ever  witnessed 
during  its  short  history.  We  are  glad  to  re¬ 
port  our  World  Service  over  the  top  for 
Easter.  Our  Quota  was  $67;  we  raised  and 
paid  $70;  paid  pastor,  $16.80;  total  raised 
for  Easter,  $86.80.  St.  Paul  Church  is  on  the 
upw  ard  march  under  the  leadership  ot  the 
Rev.  P.  R.  Stephens.— Bessie  Tobias,  i  .Re¬ 
porter. 

Llano,  Texas. — We  ar^  glad  to  say  Ithat 
the  program  is  being  put  over  by  bijr  "pop¬ 
ular  pastor,  the  Rev.  I*.  H.  Moore.  April 
was  a  high' day,  both  for  Llano 
and  Mason.  pur  superintendent  was  at 
Mason,  Saturday,  April  ,16,  and  .  held  our 
second  Quarterly  Conference.  About  twenty- 
five  people  went  in  cars  thirty-six  miles  to 
Mason  to  hear  our  superintendent.  Rev..  S.  E 
Blacknell,  preach  at  11  A.  M.;  subjeri,  ^he 
Resurrection  of  Christ.”  The  holy  sacrament 
was  administered  at  3  P.  M.;  Ihirty-flwe  com¬ 
muned.  We  then  drove  back  to  jjaim,  .where 
we  heard  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  ST  H.  Moore, 
preach  a  powerful  sermon  from  Bxpdu^  12. 

1.  One  joined  the  church,  making -^ITtotal 
of  twenty-one  who  have  joined  the  Llano  cir¬ 
cuit  under  the  leadership^,  RCv*  Mooi;e.  We 
went  over  the  top  with  World  Service;  paid 
our  superintendent  in  full.  The  amount 
raised  for  all  causes,  $147.20. — Rev.  J*.  H. 
Moore,  Pastor;  Elner  Jackson,  Reporter. 

Fayette,  Mitt. — Adams  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  rendered  an  excellent  pro¬ 
gram  on  Easter  entitled  “The  Search  for  the 
Risen  Christ,”  conducted  by  Mrs.  ‘  Jones; 
Marie  Montgomery,  A.  M.  Hall,  and  the 
writer.  The  church  was  artistically .  deco¬ 
rated  in  rich  evergreens  by  the  young  ladies ; 
also  the  appropriate  Easter  motto,  lilies  and 
roses.  Amidst  this  hung  the  beautiful 
Easter  bells.  The  participants  were  well 
trained.  The  “lily  drill”  made  a  beautiful 
scene.  Easter  was  a  high  day  at  both 
churches.  The  pastor;  Rev.;/I. -;R.  Kersh, 
preached  the  11  o’clock  sermon  at  the  lower 
church.  The  Sunday  school  is  very  much 
alive  at  Adams  Chapel;  raised  $1.46  tot 
World  Service;  total  collected  was '$61.  We 
shall  look  forward  for  a  successful  year  un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  the  superintendent; 
Rev.  J.  R.  Ross,  and  the  pastor.  Rev.  I.  R^ 
Kersh.  We  are  striving  to  do  jpod  work 
this  year.— Mrs.  Clara  F.  Drsyden,  Re¬ 
porter.  '  •  . 
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Martim,  Ttnn. — McCabe  Temple  Methodist 
Episcopal  Cfaurch  is  succeeding  along  aU 
lines  of  church  work  during  nds  quarter, 
nrst,  our  Lincoln  Day  pronam  was  ren¬ 
dered  conducted  by  Mrs.  M.  Ransom  and 
Ifrs.  T.  L.  Wilson;  second,  our  World  Serv¬ 
ice  program,  conducted  by  Mr.  D.  C.  Martin. 
Both  proved  a  great  success.  We  have  raised 
our  full  assessment.  Our  Easter  exercises 
were  the  best  we  have  ever  witnessed,  con¬ 
ducted  ^  Mrs.  M.  Ransom,  Agnes  Lee,  and 
Misses  T.  L.  Wilson  and  Beatrice  Emery. 
The  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  led  1^  Mrs.  Bera 
England,  raised  949.96;  and  T^e  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society,  led  by  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Bondurant,  raised  949  for  the  second  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference,  which  was  held  the  second 
Sunday  and  Monday  in  April  by  our  be¬ 
loved  district  superintendeirt,  the  Rev.  W. 

B.  Crenshaw,  who  was  well  pleased  with 
the  progress  made  by  the  church  under  the 
leadersmp  of  our  pastor.  Rev.  J.  P.  Price. 
— Mrs.  Bera  Bngd<md,  Reporter. 

Ovlfport,  Mitt, — Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Turkey  Creek:  Our 
Easter  program  was  carried  over  the  top. 
After  the  various  auxiliaries  had  reported, 
the  amount  totaled  9100.  Everyone  is  proud 
of  this  achievement.  The  Sunday  school  took 
an  active  part  in  the  raising  of  this  amount. 
The  different  departments  of  our  church  are 
doing  splendid  work,  especially  the  Epworth 
League.  Questions  are  given  out  by  our  sec¬ 
retary,  Miss  M'.  Sims,  to  be  looked  up  by 
the  members,  which  proves  very  interesting. 
Miss  Lettie  Sims,  one  of  our  bright  League 
leaders,  has  captured  two  prizes  in  succes¬ 
sion,  having  found  the  most  answers  in  pre¬ 
vious  meetings.  A  delightful  P&rty  was  given 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  H.  M.  Fairley,  our  so¬ 
cial  and  recreational  club  president.  A  relief 
offering  for  flood  sufferers  was  taken  up  by 
Mr.  Dozier  Hines,  which  totaled  916.76.  A 
tiny  whirlwind  blew  by  our  worthy  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Frank  Smithy  and  ’  wife,  and  de¬ 
posited  92.68,  which  tliey  welcomed  with 
smiles. — H.  M.  Hines,  Reporter. 

AUey,  Oa. — Our  Easter  service  was  a  great 
success  on  the  Mt.  Vernon  charge.  A  great 
World  Service  drive  was  conducted  under 
the  leadership  of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  D.  G. 
Greer,  who  has  things  well  in  hand.  We  also 
conducted  a  babv  contest.  The  following 
little  ones  were  the  entrants:  Little  Glasper, 
seventeen  cents;  A.  J.  Stanley,  96.27;  lliel- 
mon  Home,  98A0;  M.  M.  McRae,  911;  Naomi 
Bolher,  911;  Climmie  Carswell,  918.66;  from 
the  public,  94.28;  by  envelopes,  forty  cents; 
grand  total,  964.17.  The  amount  of  ^.60  was 
given  as  flrst  prize  to  Climmie  Carswell,  and 
the  second  prise  of  91.26  was  divided  between 
Naomi  Bolder  and  M.  M.  McRae.  The  Rev. 
D.  G.  Greer,  presiding  at  the  organ,  ren¬ 
dered  fine  music  for  the  Easter  program. 
We  are  planning  to  do  great  thinm  this  year 
through  the  Sunday  school  and  church.  We 
are  expecting  to  raise  every  dollar  of  our 
World  Service.  The  program  was  conducted 
hy  Sisters  Ma^e  Griner  and  L.  A.  Pierce. 
We  are  now  looking  forward  to  Children's 
Day.  We  are  planning  to  go  over  the  top 
this  year,  with  the  Lord’s  help. — C.  Wiggs, 
Reporter. 

Hattietbury,  Mitt. — St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  feels 
very  jubilant  over  the  recent  Easter  drive. 
We  count  it  quite  a  success,  and  every  club 
leader  feds  repaid  for  their  effort.  The  re¬ 
ports  were  as  follows:  No.  1,  Mrs.  L.  Ward, 
968;  No.  2,  Mrs.  N.  Ware,  970;  No.  8,  Mrs. 
M.  V.  HaUs,  976;  No.  4,  Mr.  A.  B.  Wilson, 
984;  No.  6,  Mrs.  S..  Glenn,  912;  No.  6,  Mrs. 

C.  W.  Smith,  941;  No.  7,  Mr.  Ruffin  Jones, 
910.90;  No.  8,  Mrs.  L.  Britton,  982;  No.  9, 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Williams,  972.86;  No.  10,  Mrs. 

D.  A.  RandaU,  960.60;  No.  11,  Mr.  E.  W. 
Hall,  962.60;  No.  12,  Mr.  E.  D.  Trigg,  946.96; 
No.  18,  the  Rev.  D.  F.  Dudley,  914;  No.  14, 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Hall,  988.26;  No.  16,  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Smith,  986.26;  No.  16,  Mrs.  J.  Brown,  980; 
No.  17,  Mrs.  C.  McCarty,  961;  No.  18,  Mrs. 
F.  C.  Love,  949;  No.  19,  Mrs.  J.  O.  Wheaton, 
9M;  No.  20,  Mrs.  E.  Parker,  989.78;  Sunday 
school,  9160;  Ladies’  Aid,  9280;  Epworth 
League,  940;  Junior  Epworth  League,  920; 
Mothers’  Jewels,  97;  Queen  Esthers,  96; 
Junior  Church,  Class  No.  24,  98;  Standard 


Bearers,  96;  total  amount  raised,  91Ji28. — 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Wheaton,  Reporter. 

NoUtuvilU,  Term. — 'Nolensville  charge  is 
progressing  in  every  way.  We  have  raised 
one  half  of  our  World  Service  quota  and 
Ians  are  being.put  on  to  have  the  balance 
y  May  80.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  Miller, 
has  been  sick  for  a  few  days,  but  he  preached 
a  touching  sermon  on  “Let  him  that  thinketh 
he  standeth  take  heed  lest  he  fall,’’  which 
made  our  hearts  rejoice.  It  is  very  inter¬ 
esting  to  know  that  the  sinners  and  the  young 
people  of  the  community  are  seeking  a  place 
whereby  they  may  play  a  part  in  the  King¬ 
dom  building.  A  rally  was  conducted  by 
them  on  May  8  in  which  each  pledged  to  pay  ■ 
$1  each.  The  day  school  closed  April  27. 
On  that  night  the  “1926  Pals’’  presented  to 
the  pastor  910  as  a  token  of  appreciation 
and  confidence  during  their  short  acquaint¬ 
ance.  This  is  a  club  made  up  of  the  school 
children  of  Nolensville,  and  have  as  their 
motto,  “Service.”  The  pastor  in  his  accept¬ 
ance  stated  that  he  was  not  only  proud  of 
the  gift,  but  of  the  motive  and  spirit  in  which 
it  was  given.  And  above  all,  that  he  had 
won  the  love  and  confidence  of  the  children  * 
in  such  a  short  time. — Rev.  M.  Miller,  Pas¬ 
tor;  £.  J.  Hickman,  Reporter. 

Beaumont,  Temu — Silsbee  and  Voth:  The 
early  morning  Easter  sermon  was  preached 
by  the  pastor,  “He  is  risen,  even  as  he  said” 
(Matt.  28.  6).  Quite  a  number  were  pres¬ 
ent.  The  exercises,  conducted  by  Sister  Lucy 
Scott,  with  little  “tots”  whom  she  had  trained 
for  the  occasion,  delighted  the  audience  with 
their  songs  and  little  speeches.  The  Lord’s 
Supper  was  administered  by  the  pastor.  The 
total  for  World  Service  at  this  point  was 
$26.90.  The  fourth  Sunday  of  April  we  were 
at  Voth,  the  other  point.  Here  we  have  a 
few  members,  but  loyal  to  the  core — ^true  and 
tried.  “She  hath  done  what  she  could”  (Mark 
14.  8)  was  the  text  of  the  pastor  at  11  A.  M. 
Our  members  were  out  ready  to  do  their  duty. 
Bros.  Pratt,  of  our  church  at  Silsbee,  and 
WUliams,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  were  present.  Sisters  Lucy  Scott, 
Onnie  Sells,  Carry  Powell,  and  Nanie  Ham- 
mon,  our  members  from  Silsbee,  were  pres¬ 
ent  to  give  encouragement.  At  3  P.  M.  we 
were  back  for  service.  The  Rev.  J.  J.  Jauik- 
son,  of  Mt.  Olive  Baptist  Church,  preached 
for  us.  Total  raised  for  World  Service  at 
Voth,  $43.06;  one  yearly  subscriber  to  the 
.Southwestern. — W.  L.  Duncan,  Pastor. 

Meridian,  Mi*». — Easter  was  highly  ob¬ 
served  at  St.  Elizabeth  Chapel.  We  had  a 
splendid  Sunday  school,  which  was  largely 
attended.  Total  raised  in  Sunday  school  was 
$21.  An  excellent  program  was  rendered 
Easter  night,  consisting  of  a  cantata  en¬ 
titled  “The  Resurrection.”  The  church  was 
packed  to  its  capacity,  and  the  people  showed 
their  appreciation  by  hearty  applause.  Total 
amount  raised  for  World  Service  was  $168. 
Saturday,  April  80,  was  ground-breaking  day 
for  our  new  church.  The  sum  of  $41.20  was 
rajsed  on  that  project.  Under  the  efficient 
leadership  of  our  present  pastor,  the  work 
of  the  church  has  gone  forward  in  a  remark¬ 
able  way.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
him  for  his  untiring  efforts  in  trying  to  help 
us  put  the  program  over.  The  partor,  offi¬ 
cers,  and  members  are  working  harmoniously 
togrther  in  planning  to  build  a  great  St. 
Elisabeth.  We  solicit  your  prayers  that  our 
aims  may  be  accomplished.  The  following 
marriages  have  taken  place  thus  far:  Mr. 
L.  F.  Ruffin  and  Miss  Harriet  E.  Hinkle, 
January  23,  1927;  Mr.  Jeff  Goodwin  and  Miss 
Bessie  Harris,  January  26;  Mr.  S.  Thompson 
and  Miss  Rosie  I..  Young,  February  10;  Mr. 
Clarence  Brown  and  Miss  Bessie  Hardy, 
February  27. — Rev.  H.  K.  Roberts,  Pastor; 
Mrs.  G.  M.  Harris,  Reporter. 

Opeloueae,  La. — The  Easter  drive  at  St. 
Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  a  suc¬ 
cess.  The  Rev.  L.  H.  Smith,  pastor,  was 
ably  assisted  by  Prof.  J.  H.  Augustus  and 
Bro.  Robert  Nash  as  World  Service  speak¬ 
ers.  With  the  'co-operation  of  the  officials, 
the  church  was  divided  into  eleven  groups. 
The  Sunday  school  was  added  to  these  and 
led  bv  Prof.  J.  H.  Augustus.  Collection,  $60. 
The  leaders  and  co-workers  reported  as  fol¬ 
lows:  No.  1,  Mrs.  L.  Hebrard,  Mr.  R.  Nash, 


$38;  No.  2,  Mrs.  M.  Green,  Mr.  E.  M.  Dun- 
ton,  921.80;  No.  8,  Mrs.  O.  Newman,  Mr.  A. 
Daniel,  914.26;  No.  4,  Mrs.  A.  V.  Girom,  Mr. 
R.  Julius,  981.28;  No.  8,  Mrs.  C.  Donato, 
Mr.  F.  Donato>  989.60  (this  grroup  came  next 
to  the  Sunday  school) ;  No.  6,  Mrs.  E.  Girom, 
Mr.  C.  N.  Wilkerson,  984.26;  No.  7,  Mrs.  L. 
Barber,  Mr.  A.  Esprite,  986.60;  No.  8,  Mrs. 
J.  Allen,  Mr.  S.  Aumstus,  926;  No.  9,  Mrs. 
L.  Thompson,  Mr.  H.  Thompson,  920.26;  No. 
10,  Mrs.  L.  Robinson,  Mr.  P.  Jacobs,  $17; 
No.  11,  Mrs.  L.  Pallet,  Mr.  B.  J.  Austin, 
$16;  grand  total,  9868.30.  Despite  the  fact 
that  the  World  Service  quota  was  increased 
$30  above  iast  year,  it  was  paid  in  fuli,  and 
there  was  a  surplus  to  be  applied  on  local 
debts.  The  memberships  and  friends  rallied 
to  their  leaders  to  put  over  the  program. 
The  following  persons  have  been  on  the  sick 
iist,  but  are  convalescent:  Mrs.  C.  Pallet, 
Miss  R.  Sanders,  Mrs.  L.  Hebrard,  Mr.  S. 
Augustus.  Mesdames  J.  Grinstead  and  L. 
Gardner  are  still  on  the  sick  list.  Mr.  Henry 
Brooks  was  baptised  Easter  Sunday. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Beaumont,  Texae — At  3  A.  M.  Easter  Sun¬ 
day  a  beautiful  program  was  rendered  st 
St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by  the 
junior  Sunday  school,  and  at  4  A.  M.  the 
resurrection  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  S. 
W.  Johnson,  of  Houston,  Texas.  At  9.30  a 
model  Sunday  school  was  conducted  by  tlie 
superintendent.  Prof.  J.  H.  McGowan,  at  the 
close  of  which  twenty  dozen  of  beautiful 
colored  Easter  eggs,  prepared  by  Mrs.  Ida 
McGhee,  were  g^ven  to  the  children.  At 
10.80  A.  M.  a  very  interesting  program  was 
rendered  by  the  Intermediate  and  Primary 
Departments  of  the  Sunday  school,  under 
the  supervision  of  Miss  Florence  M.  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Mesdames  McGowan  and  Wool- 
folk.  The  church  was  beautifully  decorated, 
with  Bro.  W.  C.  Overton  in  charge.  At  11 
o’clock  St.  James  had  as  her  guest  Lewin 
Commandery,  No.  16,  K.  T.,  with  the  visiting 
commanderies  from  Houston  and  Port  Ar¬ 
thur.  An  able  sermon  was  pr^aphed  to  them 
by  Dr.  E.  O.  Woolfolk.  A  pageant,  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  F.  E.  Charlton,  was 
rendered  at  7.80  P.  M.  entitled  “The  King 
Called  Jesus.”  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  Drs. 
Chinn  and  Penn  were  welcome  visitors  to  St. 
James  and  McCabe.  They  were  the  guests 
of  Dr.  Gilder  and  the  ministers  of  the  Beau¬ 
mont  District.  The  ministers  reported  close 
to  $8,000  World  Service  money  on  Easter 
day.  St.  James,  Port  Arthur,  and  Orange 
took  first  place  in  raising  World  Service. 
Dr.  S.  W.  Johnson  conducted  a  ten-days’ 
revival  at  St.  James  and  sixteen  were  added 
to  the  church.  He  is  a  great  preacher.  Dr. 
Woolfolk  is  still  on  the  job,  working  hero¬ 
ically  to  put  St.  James’  program  over  this 
Conference  year. — O.  B.  Gibson,  Reporter. 

Viekebury,  Mist. — Wesley  Chapel:  Our 
World  Service  drive  on  Easter  was  a  success. 
The  church  was  divided  into  two  divisions 
and  an  every-member  canvass.  Prof.  R.  H. 
McAllister,  a  loyal  and  staunch  official  of 
Wesley  Chapel  and  business  manager  of  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate,  organized 
the  two  divisions  into  States,  Mississippi  and 
I.ouisiana,  and  subdivided  the  States  into 
cities,  having  a  governor  for  each  State  and 
a  mayor  for  each  city,  each  mayor  to  col¬ 
lect  World  Service  money  as  a  revenue  for 
his  citv.  This  plan  put  pep  and  inspiration 
into  the  effort,  and  many  friends  on  the 
outside  joined  with  us  in  the  drive.  The 
governor  whose  State  raised  the  most  revenue 
was  to  be  made  president;  and  the  mayor 
whose  city  raised  the  highest  amount  was  to 
be  made  governor.  At  11  A.  M.  the  pastor 
preached  the  resurrection  sermon,  and  at 
night  the  Sunday  school  rendered  an  excellent 
program.  Collection,  $12;  Mrs.  F.  D.  Mc¬ 
Allister,  superintendent.  'The  reports  w  ere  as 
follows;  Mississippi,  W.  B.  Barnes,  governor; 
Mrs.  T.  H.  Guy,  mayor  of  Clarksdale,  $31.27; 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Kemper,  Hattiesburg,  ^9.40; 
Mrs.  I.  B.  Barnes,  Laurel,  $20.44;  Mrs.  W. 
M.  Newton,  Meridian,  $11.10;  Mrs.  M.  L 
Wilson,  Vicksburg,  $7;  Miss  A.  E.  Johnson, 
Natchez,  $4.10;  Mrs.  Julia  Banks,  Green¬ 
ville,  $8.49;  Miss  A.  Campbell,  Yazoo  City, 
$8.20;  Miss  J.  M.  Foley,  Jackson,  $1.20; 
total,  .$118.16.  Louisiana,  Governor  Smith; 
Mrs.  I.  B.  Smith,  mayor,  Alexandria,  $21.88; 
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Mrs.  F.  Powell,  Baton  Rouge,  $12.42;  Mrs. 
P.  B.  McCarthy,  Lake  Charta,  $11.01;  Mrs. 

«G.  H.  Hlbbler,  Morgan  City,  $87.70;  Mrs. 
jH.  J-  Jones,  Monroe,  $14;  Mrs.  Nora  Win- 
lock,  New  Orleans,  $7;  Mrs.  M.  M.  Hemp¬ 
hill,  Napoleon vllle,  $18;  Mrs.  F.  D.  McAllis¬ 
ter,  Plaquemine,  $19.00;  Mrs.  R.  E.  Lodge, 
Shrevejport,  $2.20;  Mrs.  Alice  Leggett,  Tal- 
lula,  $81.10;  total,  $189.84;  grand  total, 
$315.68. — R.  H.  McAllister,  Chairman;  Rev. 
J.  C.  Hihhler,  Pastor;  W.  B.  Barnes,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Maxton,  N.  C. — Easter  day  at  St.  George 
Church  was  one  of  the  most  successful  and 
inspiring  days  in  the  history  of  our  church, 
both  from  a  flnancial  and  spiritual  stand¬ 
point.  The  Sunday  school  at  9.80  A,  M.  was 
largrely  attended  and  great  interest  was  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  study  and  application  of  the 
Easter  lesson.  At  11  o’clock  the  Rev.  Rush, 
our  esteemed  pastor,  preached  a  most  ef¬ 
fective  and  heart-searching  sermon  from  the 
text,  “I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you”  (St. 
John  14.  2).  At  8  o’clo»  in  the  afternoon 
the  junior  and  primary  grades  rendered  their 
part  of  the  program  and  brought  to  us  the 
Easter^  message  in  their  own  winsome  and 
appealing  way,  and  we  were  made  to  feel 
anew  the  meaning  of  the  blessed  Master  when 
He  said  while  on  earth,  “Suffer  the  little 
children  to  come  unto  me.”  The  evening 
services  were  very  short  and  consisted  of 
special  music  by  the  choir  and  a  short  pag¬ 
eant  by  the  intermediate  grades  entitled  “Vic- 
^ory.”  At  this  service  the  captains  of  the 
^tarious  clubs  reported,  and  great  was  the 
rejoicing  when  it  was  found  that  we  had 
more  than  raised  our  quota  of  World  Serv¬ 
ice  money  and  had  about  $261  over.  The 
offering  for  the  day  was  $882  from  the  Max- 
ton  and  Piney  Grove  charge.  One  of  the 
features  of  the  day’s  services  was  the  spe¬ 
cial  Easter  music  rendered  by  our  efficient 
organist.  Prof.  J.  W.  McEachin,  and  his 
well-trained  junior  and  senior  choirs.  An¬ 
other  feature  of  interest  was  the  very  in¬ 
spiring  address  at  the  evening  service  hy 
Mr.  H.  'JV.  Pope,  who  is  now  studying  for 
his  master’s  deg^'ee  at  Columbia  University. 
We  want  to  thank  our  pastor  for  his  untir¬ 
ing  efforts  in  promoting  this  rally  and  for 
the  never-failing  inspiration  and  encourage¬ 
ment  he  so  freely  gave  to  all.  Truly  we  feel 
that  the  Lord  abundantly  blessed  our  efforts 
and  accepted  of  the  offering  which  we  were 
^ad  to  lay  at  His  feet  as  an  evidence  of 
our  love  for  Him  who  so  freely  gave  His 
all  for  our  redemption.— L.  Mildred  Hayes, 
Reporter. 

Oeaan  Springs,  Miss.— For  three  years  St. 
James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Ocean 
^ringi.  Miss.,  has  borne  the  burden  of  a 
12,000  debt  on  the  parsonage.  A  few  days 
After  being  appointed  to  this  charge  the  pas¬ 
ter,  officers,  and  members  decided  to  make 
a  drive  to  clear  off  the  incumbrance.  We 
organized  our  forces  and  set  aside  Easter  Sun¬ 
day  to  raise  the  World  Service  quota,  which 
a'as  $206.  Fifteen  captains  were  appointed 
from  both  churches— St.  James,  at  Ocean 
Springs;  St.  Stephen’s,  at  Gautier.  We  have 
only  sixty-flve  members  in  all.  Each  mem- 
Mr  pledged  to  give  at  least  $5.  The  World 
S^ice  quota  was  raised  Easter  Sunday, 
$209 — “Over  the  top,”  Monday  night  we 
pulled  off  one  of  the  greatest  stunts  in  the 
nirtory  of  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  styled  “The  Millionaire  Wedding,” 
and  realised  $861.08,  thereby  enabling  us  to 
pay  off  the  mortgage  on  the  parsonage,  which 
*«8  $474.18.  We  are  now  clear  of  debt.  The 
captains  of  our  church  at  Gautier  raised  as 
'Ollows;  No.  1,  Mrs.  Leona  Bilbo,  $^.96; 

No.  2,  Mrs.  Olivia  Harris,  $19.80;  No.  8,  Mrs. 
Victoria  Bilbo,  $10;  No.  4,  Mrs.  Calllc  An- 
iiSo®’  Mrs.  Minnie  Andrews, 

W2.20;  No.  6,  Mrs.  Mary  Laster,  $9.44;  No. 

Mrs.  Isabella  Jacobs,  $26.80;  No.  8,  Mr.  , 
J- C.  Jacobs,  $28;  Mrs.  Susie  Hurst,  $1;  No. 
tMrs.  C.  Whisanhunt,  $41;  public  collection, 

fwj  total  amount  raised  $192.60.  “The  Mil-  i 
maires”  at  Ocean  Springs  raised  as  follows:  \ 
A.  S.  Washington  (Henry  Ford),  $91.48;  i 
c- A.  Brooks  (Rockefeller),  $68.74;  Mr.  M. 
Kep  (Saplro),  $188;  Mr.  G.  W.  Smith,  i 
,1;  (Astor),  $68.64;  Mr.  Roger  Smith  i 
iBUckey),  $188.88;  Mr.  T.  I.  Keys  (Car-  ; 
P®)*  $71.50;  tickets,  $18.35;  public  collec-  8 


tion,  $1.80;  total  amount  raised  by  the 
charge,  $778.80.  Through  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Carter,  loyal  members  of 
St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Ocean  Springs,  but  visiting  in  New  Orleans, 
La.,  solicited  from  Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  $82.80, 
for  which  we  are  very  grateful  to  the  Rev. 
F.  W.  Brown,  bis  members,  and  friends. — J. 
B.  Campbell,  Reporter. 

Lagrange,  Oa. — Sunday  morning.  May  4, 
at  11  o’clock,  the  members  and  friends  of 
Warren  Temple  were  keyed  to  a  very  high 
tension  over  a  landbreaking  contest  for  the 
honor  of  being  the  first  to  turn  the  soil  for 
the  greater  Warren  Temple.  The  audience 
listened  to  a  sermon  by  the  pastor  for  this 
occasion  from  Numbers  18.  80;  subject,  “The 
Strong’s  Attitude  Toward  the  Weak.”  At 
the  conclusion  of  this  part  of  the  service,  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  which  had  ^en  pre¬ 
viously  selected  (Prof.  L.  S.  Wingfield,  Mrs. 

R.  C.  Hawkins,  and  Dr.  B.  T.  Wood),  took 
their  places  at  the  table  to  receive  and  verify 
the  reports  of  the  twelve  trills  contesting 
the  first  honor  in  breaking  the  land  for  the 
Warren  Temple  Church.  The  reports  were 
arranged  in  the  following  order  for  the  land¬ 
breaking,  which  was  programmed  for  8  P.  M. : 
Bro.  J.  F.  and  Mrs.  L.  L.  Harrison,  $182; 
J.  W.  Jackson,  Mrs.  Mattie  Blackshear, 
$127.38;  J.  W.  Moore,  Mrs.  Carrie  WsJker, 
$120.12;  A.  D.  Rutledge,  Walter  Wilson, 
$84.35;  R.  R.  Greenwood,  Mrs.  Lucy  Morgan, 
$88;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  W.- Prothro,  $77.46; 
president  of  Ladies’  Aid,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Moore, 
$60.10;  president  of  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  Mrs.  D.  K.  Harrison,  $50; 
Prof.  W.  R.  King,  demonstration  agent, 
$29.79;  Bro.  A.  C.  Stenson,  Mrs.  Francis 
Young,  $26.65;  Wm.  Wilkerson,  $20.26;  Wm. 
Maddux,  $10;  total,  $809.61.  At  8.15  P.  M. 
the  Rev.  A.  H.  Jamerson,  pastor  of  the  Leete 
Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  invoked  the 
divine  blessing  upon  the  occasion.  Prof.  L. 

S.  Wingfield  was  presented  by  the  pastor, 
who  made  remarks  and  then  introduced  Mr. 
W.  A.  Reaves,  a  member  of  one  of  the  banks. 
He  then  in  turn  introduced  Judge  L.  P. 
Longly  and  the  ex-school  commissioner,  both 
of  these  being  familiar  with  the  great  part 
this  particular  church  had  played  in  devel¬ 
oping  some  of  the  best  citizens  of  Lagrange 
and  the  wisdom  of  transferring  the  church 
to  this  most  desirable  site.  Bro.  I.  W.  Jack- 
son  asked  aid  for  this  cause  and  received 
nearly  .$30,  making  the  grand  total  for  the 
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week,  Sunday  morniifl;,  and  at  the  ground 
amount  to  ^52.61.  The  twelve  tribes  then 
began  the  land-breaking,  Bro.  J.  F.  Har¬ 
rison  and  mother,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Harrison,  hav¬ 
ing  distinguished  themselves  with  the  honor 
of  being  the  first  to  touch  the  pick  and  shovd 
to  turn  the  soil  for  the  new  church.  The 
Mcasion  was  enjoyed  by  alt  present,  and 
they  left  with  a  vision  of  the  new  church 
soon  become  a  reality. — Nona  B.  Prothro. 
Reporter. 
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District  Round 

MEMPHIS  DISTRICT 

Third  Round — Capersville,  May  14,  16; 
Kenton  and  Sharon,  21,  22;  Pleasant  Grove, 
28,  29;  Bethel,  June  6,  6;  Galloway,  11,  12; 
Mason,  18,  19;  Centenary,  26,  27;  Warren, 
July  3,  4;  Hudson  and  Mays,  9,  10;  Dyers- 
burg,  16,  17;  Fowlks,  23,  24;  Mt.  Pleasant, 
30,  31;  Martin,  August  6,  7;  Alamo,  13,  14, 
District  Conference;  Selma,  20,  21;  Pleasant 
Grove,  27,  28;  Yorksville  Mission,  May  22 
(afternoon);  Union  City,  May  23  (ni^t); 
Peace  Mission,  May  15  (afternoon). 

Dear  Brethren:  Easter  is  over,  and  we 
have  fallen  short  in  our  World  Service  re¬ 
port.  Now  let  us  press  harder  than  ever 
to  reach  the  goal  of  a  complete  World  Serv¬ 
ice  quota.  Nothing  less  than  thait  will  en¬ 
able  us  to  stand  before  God  with  a  clear  con¬ 
science.  Let  us  do  our  best  to  raise  the  last 
dollar  by  May  81.  The  winter  is  gone,  and 
we  are  yet  alive  to  do  something  great  for 
the  grand  old  cause.  Our  District  Confer¬ 
ence  will  convene  at  Alamo,  Tenn.,  August 
10-14.  Let  us  meet  there  with  round  reports. 
Let  us  report  in  the  District  Conference  as 
follows:  At  least  two  new  subscriptions  for 
the  Southwestern  Christian'  Advocate;  full 
assessment  for  Gulfside,  Pension  and  Relief, 
Episcopal  Fund,  General  Oonference  Ex¬ 
pense,  and  souls  added  to  the  church.  If 
you  need  me  for  anything,  call  on  me.  I  am 
your  brother  for  His  cause. — W.  B.  Cren¬ 
shaw,  District  Superintendent. 


Quarterly  Conferences 

ALEXANDER  CITY,  ALA. 

Haven  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  We 
are  moving  toward  the  top.  The  second 
Quarterly  Conference  was  a  success;  paid 
District  Superintendent  J.  C.  Chuman,  $27.80. 
rhe  Mothers’  Jewels,  a  club  of  chUdren,  took 
the  initiative  of  buying  a  heatrola  for  the 
church  at  a  price  of  $150,  Mrs.  Lucile  Max¬ 
well,  leader.  The  Sunday  school  is  march¬ 
ing  forward— Mrs.  Estella  Allen,  superin¬ 
tendent;  Prof.  A.  J.  Herring,  assistant.  The 
Woman  s  Home  Missionary  Society  work  has 
taken  on  new  life  in  every  respect.  Mrs. 

®'*“«*‘ter  is  president.  The  Ladies’ 
Aid  Board  is  reaching  out  in  its  work  and 
Is  felt  as  a  great  force  for  good  in  all  causes. 
Mrs.  Fannie  Hodge  is  president.  The  En- 
worth  League,  under  the  leadership  of  its 
presidrats,  Mrs.  Lucile  Maxwell  and  Mrs. 

doing  good  work 
The  Will  Club,  a  mighty  power  in  the 
social  and  financial  life  of  thV  church,  is 
the  most  popular  of  the  church’s  clubs.  Mr 
W.  L.  Hutchinson  is  president.  The  World 
Service  drive  was  a  success.  The  followinir 
captains  need  to  be  commended  for  their  un¬ 
tiring  work:  Mesdames  Z.  Harris,  J.  C.  Chu- 
man,  L.  Maxwell,  M.  Townsend,  P.  Hill.  D 
Hutchinson,  E.  Burks,  E.  Calvin,  I.  B.  Points! 

Club,  the 

Social  Tribe,  Mrs.  A.  Mosley,  leader. 
TheM  leaders  reported  a  sum  of  $@67.68 
Mesdames  Harris  and  Chuman  Club  reported 
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Roster  of  District"  Confei;?nGes  for  1927  Season 

"W*  wiU  •“/  corwctona  or  entvie*  where  neCeecur.  A  postcard  reqacst  ta  all 

:  is  ezpeetsd.  District  Supdrintendents  will  kindlr  enter  theirs  as  early  as  possible. 

District  I  Place  Date  Dist.  Snpt. 

Webs. . . .Napoleonville,  tis . July  6-19 . H-  Daniels 

. Bolegr.  Olds . July  6-10 . J.  H.  Kllis 

Anaek) . Brady,  Texas . July  12-17 . S.  B. 

"MOSS . So.  End,  Patterson.  Ga . July  14-17 . W.  H.  Odum 

tressboro . Gookreille.  Tton . July  19-24 . F.  N.  Collier 

:  . AB«to.  La........ . July  20-24 . M.  R.  Walker 

. BscaUwga,  Niss . July  20-24 . E.  A.  WUson 

“ftw* . . July  27-21 . J.  R.  Ross 

'■•koro . Sylvania.  Ga . July  28-81 . J.  8.  Stripling 

assbur* . State  Line,  Miss . Au».  8-7 . W.  H.  Smith 

*» . Benton.  Miss . Au*.  4-7 . J.  S.  Williams 

. Alamo,  Tenn . Au».  10-14 . W.  B.  Crenshaw 

MW^City . Kansas  City,  Mo . Au«.  10-14 . E.  W.  Hannah 

Mori* . Leesbura,  Va . Au«.  16-21 . J.  U.  Kina 

»“•>••• . Moberiy,  Mo .  Aua.  81-Sept.  4 . C.  S.  Webster 


the  chair.  Devotions  were  conducted  bv  the 
Rev.  B.  S..  J ackson,  after  which  a  brief  talk 
by  the  district  superintendent,  touching  the 
cause  of  World  Service  and  other  phases  olj 
benevolences  in  general.  The  reports  showed 
that  the  pastors  of  the  district,,  includk^  the 
district  superintendent,  were  taken  care  of. 
A  handsome  sum  has  been  raised  on  debt 
paying.  Many  conversions  and  accessions 
added  to  the  church.  Reports  for  World 
Service  were  as  follows:  Anderson,  9^; 
Belton,  $92;  Easley,  $40;  Greenville  (John 
Wesley),  $109;  St.  Andrews,  $84;  Minus 
Chapel,  $10;  Greenwood,  $12;  McCormick, 
$21;  Ninety-six,  $14;  North  GreenvUle,  $24; 
Pendleton,  $8;  Pickens,  $80;  Rock  Hill,  $10; 
Seneca,  $^;  i^iloh  Mission,  $2;  South  Green¬ 
ville,  $64;  Starr,  $14;  St.  Luke,  $18;  Wal- 
halla,  $28;  West  Anderson,  $11;  Williamston, 
$44;  total  for  World  Service,  $720. 

We  commend  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Smith,  the 
wide-awake  pastor,  and  his  good  people  for 
the  royal  way  in  which  they  entertained  the 
group  of  faithful  pastors  of  the  district.  Dr. 
J.  E.  C.  Jenkins,  the  dignified,  the  pains¬ 
taking  district  superintendent,  is  laboring 
hard  to  put  over  the  program  of  the  church. 

A  very  strong  sermon  was  preached  at 
noon  by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Taylor,  pastor  of 
Greenville  Station,  and  another  sermon  by 
the  Rev.  A.  Knox,  pastor  of  St.  Andrew’s 
Church. 

This  closed  one  of  the  hest  group  meetings 
^  ,  that  has  been  ours  to  witness  on  the  district 

The  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Sallis  and  Our  slogan  on  the  district  is,  “World  Service 
Durant  circuit  convened  April  9,  10,  at  Bar-  and  Endowment.”— B.  S.  Jackson,  Reporteri^ 
low  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sallis,  ^ 

Miss.,  the  Rev.  C.  V.  Heffner  in  the  chair.  WILMINGTON  DISTRICT  WORLD 
After  the  devotions,  J.  J.  Barfield  was  elected  SERVICE  MEETING 

secretary.  Most  of  the  Conference  members  xhe  World  Service  meeting  of  the  Wil- 

District  convened  at  Laurinburg. 

perintendent  addressed  the  Conference  on  the  Anrii  io  iqot  u  * 

p™  or  ,h.  ch.„h  for  im,  .nd  tPo  off ' 

of  the  church.”  The  Rev.  Heffner  preached  nraver“ wa«  w 

a  strong  sermon  at  7.80  and  administered  the  r™  annerintmilmt 

Lord’s  Supper  to  a  nice  crowA  Paid  the  brethrei^  setting  fJrth  the  necessity  of 

of  oor  p„-,or,  ‘ho  R.v  G  W  H„„,,  .Sd  of  ^ 

the  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  C.  V.  o,e  Itudfof  the  World  Service  volume,  and 


the  largest  amount.  The  following  members  nooga,  the  district  superintendent,  pastor, 
■of  Haven  Methodist  Episco^l  Church  have  and  all  members  were  delightfully  surprised 
been  called  to  meet  their  God  since  last  Con-  when  the  communion  steward,  Mrs.  Judie 
ference:  Mrs.  Cyril  Duckett,  aged  thirty-  Roberts,  went  to  the  table  to  prepare  it  for 
four;  Mr.  Jesse  Burns,  aged  thirty-eight;  Mrs.  the  sacrament  and  placed  thereon  a  lovely 
Amanda  Jane  McClure,  aged  thirty-two;  Mr.  individual  communion  set,  which  was  a  per- 
Cleo  Coleman,  aged  twentyfive.— A.  J.  Her-  sonal  gift  to  the  church  from  Susie  Coleman, 
ring.  Reporter.  one  of  our  most  faithful  members  and  work- 

■nnnrkirxiAxrirM  mtcc  Sister  Coleman  is  also  a  member  o*f 

BtvUUJvHA VJSN,  Mias.  choir  and  deserves  great  credit  for  her 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  thoughtfulness  in  this  respect. — The  Rev.  E. 
-April  29  at  Macedonia  Methodist  Episcopal  E.  Hamblen,  Pastor. 

‘Clwrch,  with  the  district  superintendent.  Rev. 

'G.  "W.  (Coleman,  presiding.  After  the  devo-  SALLIS,  MISS. 

'tional  service,  the  Conference  was  opened  for 
•business  by  the  secretary  calling  the  roll. 

^Most  all  the  officers  were  present  with  good 
■reports,  which  ahowed  gain  along  all  lines. 

'The  business  of  the  Conference  was  dis¬ 
patched  with  much  ease  and  brevity.  The  su¬ 
perintendent  made  a  timely  address  on  the 
work  of  the  church,  with  much  emphasis  on 
our  World'  Service  program.  On  Sunday 
Ihe  preached  a  wonderful  sermon  froin  Acts 
-'8,  6,  which  was  enjoyed  by  all  who  heard 
Ihim,  „JVt  8  o’clock  we  motored  to  Crump’s 
■^iiapd,  and  again  we  were  blessed  with  a 
xreat  sermon.  We  are  proud  of  this  s^eat 

^er.  Dr-  G.  W.  (pieman.  We  p^d  the  superintendent  $16.60, 

superintendent  In  full;  raised  for  all  pur-  -  r  .  _  _  _ 

poses  tilts  quarter,  $167.06;  thus  closing  the 
greatest  quarter  in  the  history  of  the  Brook- 
baven  circuit. — Walter  Brewer,  Reporter. 

CANTON,  MISS. 

Canton' Circuit:  Our  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  at  '  Hopewell  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  Rev.  J.  S.  Williams, 
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Plan  of  Episcopal  Visitation 

^  FALL  CONFERENCES 

CmiIotwic* 

jUabam* . 

Atlanta....... . 
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Bjarthcrn  SwadUh. ... 

Marlhweat  Indiana...., 
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Nartbwaat  Kanaaa . 
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Oklabama . 

Ora^an . 

Pacific  Carman . 

Pacific  Swadiab . 

Pittaborgb . 

Pagat  Saund . 

Rack  Rirar . 

Saint  Lauia . 

Sarannah . 
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The  Amen  Corner 


Phea  Dua  Biahag  cnarges  to  be  he 

TarrantCbr . Nar.  M . Laandrd-  QOUncement  1b  8 

■M*D»«rjACa..Dae.  l4..Rickardaan  to  add  to  It. — 
Canton,  N.C....Dac.  T....iLaanard 

&cranata*a . Sa*.  14. .  .Nicbalaao 

Annbtoa . OcL  M Janaa 

^TMnr,  Ind....Aag.  S4 . Bmna  VJ 

Mrl  :o3^  THE  PASSlNi 

Ang.  24 . Hagltoa  After  a  brief 

.^akana,Wath...SaH.  7 . Sbagard  April  12,  the  Rc 

■“••Unm.S.  Dak. Oct.  u . Smith  his  eternal  rewa 

the  church  h. 

.Mari^Va. . Oct.  5 Claw  boro,  Md.,  on  Ft 

■  td-  •  MeCannall  perintendent  R. 

.Aa^,RackaatarOcl.  5 . Laanard  j-ieg  Hnlivn 

.KnaETilla,Tann..Oct.  U...McDawan  Turpeau,  J 

. . Hnghaa  P.  G.  Mvers,  P. 

. Sarl.l4...Handaraan  otWn  Thi 

.Burlar,  Ualia....Aat.  SI..Ricliardaan  Others.  Th( 

.Bnrliartan . Ang.  31 . Bwna  home  of  the  wli 

•  •  •§*>*•  ?* . and,  after  a  briel 

ArdoMrSg  OkMw  . . Octa  19. ...... .Cliir  Daw..  tj  ii» 

UltlaRack,Ark...Dac.  7 . Jana.  Thf  Rev.  Hollins 

^aTC|^,U.  ..Oct.  12 . Janaa  February  28,  18 

. g«f;-.?  .  .*n^aan  Academy,  and  gr 

■•*•««> . Sagt.  7..Ricliardaaa  joined  the  Wash: 

. . year.  A  lodtre 

Santa  Fa . Sept.  28 . Maad  Iv  a  al 

Gwnihw . Oete  26 . Jmms  charge  of  the  pod 

BUnurck . Sapl.28 . .'.Smith  ful  floral  designs. 

c»"" 

St.  Pad,  Minn...Sapi.  1 .  1..^  izens.  He  leavef 

. Sepi.2S . Buraa  wife,  five  childri 

Wabilar  Citj - Sapt.2B . Kaanag  brethrnn  nf  flip  f 

Salma . Sapl.2l . Waldarf  oretnren  01  the  G 

. Sa^.  1 . Hnghaa  Communities 

9*Jf*.*'* . . brethren  in  atten 

. Oct.  19  Waldarf  twentv-threp  Ai 

V  A . Sapt.21 . Shepard  u  f  a  ^ 

Parlland,  Orag. .  .Aug.  l8....Nichaliea  the  highest  term; 

Partland,  Om. .  .Ang.  24...  Ni^ara  preacher,  faithful 

G^IiSKr^Sla&pt.li'.'^'fe^  and  friendly  to  a) 

Oa  Park,  lU.  . . .  Oct.  S . Hnghaa 

Maunlau  Cram.. Sapl.28 . Lacka  _ 

Blackahaar.  Ga...Ocl.  20.  .Richardaan  ANDERSON — Di 

nl"*i*r**’ . ’  liam  Anderson,  of 

uh;I:i:".;.::.;g?;  (Miss.)  circuit,  f 

Haualan,  Taut.  .Dec.  7 . Waldarf  et  the  age  of  t' 

Nteto.*^“.^.  .'::oJ{:  11  c^ldren,  om 

Gatrealan . Nar.  23! ....  .janaa  “0“™  niS  paSSm] 

Cadar  Falla . Sapl.2l . kaanay  RKNTnK—Mrc 

.Oakland,  Calif....  Sapl.  1 

.Delaware . Sapl.  S. 

,San  Anianie . Nar.  30. 

.  Hnniinglen . Sept.  21 . 

.Spmto . Sapl.  7. 

.Bnrdick,  Kanut..Ang.  24. 

.Applalan . Sapl.  7. 

Rack  Spring! _ Sapl.  14. 

MISSIONS 

Philadaipbia,  Pa.. Sapl.  23. 

Sacramanle,  CaHf.  Sapl.  0. 

.Laa  Angtiea,  CalR.  Sept.  21 . 

Albuiiner  ineJd.M.  Sept,  21 . 

.Salt  Lake  Citp. .  .Sept.  I. 

^  FOREIGN  CONFERENCES 

i";*'*  . . Ang.  24. 

■wfwn  Congo . Jul-  07 

r*"!”!  •. . Nanking . Oct.  12^ 

J^tral  Garmanp . Leipiig . Jnlr  S 

.  . . Jnij  s: 

fi***"** . Pair . July  24. 

Faachew . Faachew . Oct.  27. 

P'?*’”** . Hinghwa - .;..Ocl.  12. 

Sf't-; . Sept.  20. 

. . O'*-  2*- 

JJarlh  bat  Garmanjr. ..  Berlin . April  27 

Watt  Garmtiip.  .Kiel . June  29. ! 

. Trandhjam . June  27! ! 

. Tainanfu . Sapl.  7. 

jwh  Fukian . Yukigtchun . Sapl.  28 

CiCm  . Stuttgart . June  IS.. 

ja«n  Watt  Carmanp.  .Fumatena . June  22 

uT”^/. . Oakarahamm . . . .  Jdp  13.' 

wartChroa . Tiachaw . Oct.  10 

j . Yanping . Sapl.  14.'. 

SwilMrIand . Ratal . Map  18.. 
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Communion  Service  Outfits 

•  Individual,  the  preaeat  day 
method — cleanly  and  oanitary. 
A  more  impressiTe  eervioe. 
Brautifui  oeta  at  reaaooable 
pricea.  Write  for  catalog. 

DeMouUn  Broa.  &  Co.,  Dopt  42,  GiMavflla,  OL 
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church  furniture 

_  EtmtUngfoT  Chnth  and  Sunday  Sdool  ^ 

I  urn.  Prom  Factory  le  You.  Pinteamotfrit. 

I  DeMouUn  Broe.  C?  Co.  l9 
aj  1142  So«>b4«liSt,,GraMnrflh.Iliinah  1^ 
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GREEN — It  is  with  reverence  that  we  here 
make  mention  of  the  death  of  Sister  Frances 
Green,  who  departed  this  life  'March  2,  1927. 
She  had  been  a  faithful  worker  in  Lee’s 
Chapel,  Bryan,  Texas,  for  more  than  forty 
years.  When  the  writer  came  to  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  Bryan  he  found  her  confined  to 
her  room  and  was  never  able  to  come  to 
church;  but  when  I  visited  her  home  to  carry 
sacrament,  it  was  a  delight  to  be  in  her  pres- 


$6;  Goldsboro,  $2.60;  Hamlet, 
Hoffman  and  Southern  Pines,  $80; 
an5"®o®1^  Bcaverdam,  $46.62;  Laurinburg 
•“a  Cool  Springs,  $260;  Lumberton,  $102; 

Bethel,  $2;  Maxton  and  Piney 
^ve,  $302;  Millers  and  Pembroke,  $6;  Red 
"P  ings,  $102;  Rockingham  and  Philadelphia, 
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burial  association  was  sponsored  bjr  these 
faithful  coworkers.  Lee  Chapel  bos  lost  a 
veteran  soldier  from  its  ranks  who  will  not 
be  forgotten.  Many  friends  mourn  her  pass¬ 
ing. — J.  L.  Blue,  Pastor. 

GRUNDY— LitUe  Malchi  Grundy  was  born 
September  6,  192S,  and  died  January  18, 
19OT.  He  was  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Grundy.  The  Rev.  D.  H.  E.  Harris,  pastor 
of  the  Paraloma  (Ark.)  charge,  conducted 
the  funeral. — Reporter. 

TAYLOR — ^Mrs.  Catherine  Taylor,  wife  of 
Charles  W.  Taylor,  a  faithful  member  and 
class  leader  of  Eleventh  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  de¬ 
parted  this  life  Tuesday,  March  1,  1927,  at 
the  home  of  her  son,  Elwood  Taylor,  467 
South  Eleventh  Street,  after  a  brief  illness 
of  ten  days.  Sister  Taylor  had  led  a  class 
in  Eleventh  Street  Church  for  twenty-one 
years,  being  president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  No. 

1  for  seventeen  years.  Her  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  at  the  Eleventh  Street  Church,  March 
4.  The  pastor.  Rev.  J.  W.  Chinn,  paid  a 
glowing  tribute  to  her  life.  Her  husband, 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Taylor,  an  old  trustee  of  the 
church,  and  who  was  at  the  time  of  her  death 
in  St.  Frances  Hospital,  recovering  from  an 
operation  which  deprived  him  of  both  legs 
beneath  the  knee,  was  able  to  attend  the  fu¬ 
neral.  Interment  was  made  in  Greenlawn 
Cemetery. — M.  E.  Chinn,  Reporter. 

WILSON — Mrs.  Sophia  Wilson,  aged  sixty- 
five  years,  died  February  14,  1927,  in  New 
Orleans,  La.,  2116  Freret  Street,  9.^  A.  M., 
and  was  buried  in  Darrow,  La.,  from  Mt. 
Zion  Bcq)tist  Church,  where  she  was  a  life¬ 
long  member,  by  her  pastor.  Rev.  M.  C.  Wil¬ 
liams,  assisted  by  the  Revs.  James  Robinson, 
Nathern  Cambridge,  George  D.  McGruda,  and 
Scott.  She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  three 
sons — .Tohn  W.  Wilson,  unity  agent.  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Willie  Wilson,  New  Orleans,  and  Holly 
Wilson,  Sacramento  City,  Calif;  two  daugh¬ 
ters — Josephine  Jacob  Darrow,  and  Mary 
Haynes;  one  sister,  Mrs.  Susie  L.  Earles, 
wife  of  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Earles,  district  super¬ 
intendent  Alexandria  District,  Alexandria, 
La.,  and  a  host  of  grandchildren. 

Marriages 

MONROE— ALLEY.  On  Sunday,  April  17, 
1927,  Mr.  James  Monroe  and  Mrs.  Winnie 
Alley  were  united  in  holy  wedlock  in  Green’s 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Texas,  at  high  noon.  Bro.  Monroe  is 
a  leading  steward  here,  while  Sister  Monroe 
is  an  honored  member  of  Wesley  Chapel  at 
Altair,  Texas.  The  Rev.  D.  F.  Vance  offi¬ 
ciated. — Mrs.  Edith  Evans,  Reporter. 

WILSON— FINLEY.  Mr.  Willie  Wilson  and 
Miss  Dasie  Finley  were  happily  married  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Amanda  Bolewares,  Alex¬ 
andria  City,  Ala.,  Easter  Sunday,  April  17, 
at  2.30  P.  M.,  The  Rev.  I.  B.  Points,  pastor, 
performed  the  ceremony. — A’  J.  Herring,  Re-- 
porter. 

Woman’s  Column 

STOP— LOOK— READ ! 

The  date  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission- 
_  ary  Society  Summer  School,  Gulfside,  Miss., 
has  been  changed  to  August  22-29,  inclusive. 
— Mrs.  Daisy  Bulkley-Taylor,  Dean. 

Atlanta,  Oa. — The  twenty-seventh  annual 
session  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Atlanta  Conference  will  be  held 
at  Laster’s  Chapel,  College  Park,  Ga.,  June 
6-7,  1927.  The  Rev.  D.  H.  Stanton,  district 
superintendent;  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Newton,  pas¬ 
tor;  Mrs.  Z.  L.  Crolley,  president. 

Cotton  Plant,  Ark. — To  the  Women  of  the 
Forrest  City  District,  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence:  We  desire  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  district  and  Conference  meeting  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  on  June 
9-12.  The  district  meeting  will  open  at  10.80 
A.  M.;  the  Conference  meeting  at  9.80  A.  M., 
Friday.  Delegates  are  asked  to  come  Thurs¬ 
day.  Registration  fee,  60  cents. — Mrs.  F.  E. 
Darbey,  Secretary, 


Tuskegee  Institute  Summer 

TEN  WEEKS:  JUNE.  6  TO  AUGUST  13 
First  Tbru:  June  6  to  July  9.  Second  Term:  July  11  to  August  13. 

Recitations  six  days  in  the  week.  Twelve  weeks'  work  in  ten  weeks.  Credit  granted 
toward  High  School  and  Junior  College  Diplomas  in  Teacher  Training. 

Certificates  extended  and  renewed.  R^stration  fee,  $3.50  for  one  term;  or  $6.00  for 
both  terms,  payable  in  advance.  Write  for  Catalot. 

R.  R.  MOTON,  Prtadiwl  B.  C.  ROBERTS,  Dlrwtor 
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Anniston,  Ala. — Dear  Sisters:  Our  dis¬ 
trict  meeting  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  of  the  Birmingham  District, 
which  was  held  at  Oneonta,  Ala.,  April  7,  8, 
with  the  Rev.  G.  B.  Morgan’s  congregation, 
was  a  glorious  one.  It  seemed  the  heavenly 
Spirit  encamped  round  about  the  place  the 
entire  two-days’  session,  and  everybody  was 
filled  with  His  abiding  hope  and  trust.  We 
achieved  much  good  while  there,  and  all  left 
greatly  inspired  and  resolved  to  keep  the 
missionary  fires  burning  throughout  the  Con¬ 
ference.  The  meeting  was  a  decided  success, 
financially  and  spiritually,  kindling  a  fiamc 
of  love  for  the  work  in  the  hearts  of  the  many 
who  attended  the  business  session  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  and  listened  to  the  good  talks  and  re¬ 
ports  on  the  work.  The  Revs.  Knox,  Wof¬ 
ford,  Wilson,  and  Connor  ennobled  them¬ 
selves  in  feeding  us  with  the  enriched  gospel 
sermons  delivered  to  us  by  them.  Then  Dea¬ 
coness  Gaither  filled  our  bosoms  with  joy  as 
she  unfolded  many  good  things  to  us;  also 
Sister  Russel,  Conference  corresponding  sec¬ 
retary,  and  Sister  Williams,  Conference  presi¬ 
dent.  Dear  Sisters  of  the  Birmingham  Dis¬ 
trict:  We  kindled  a  camp  fire  in  The  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Society  that  shall  re¬ 
main  burning  in  the  hearts  of  that  people 
for  years  to  come.  Help  us  to  set  the  stub¬ 
ble  afire  all  over  the  Central  Alabama  Con¬ 
ference,  and  great  will  be  our  harvest  in  our 
annual  meeting  in  June. — L.  A.  M.  Jackson, 
District  President. 


Special  Notices 

The  Lexington  Conference  Epworth  League 
Institute  will  meet  at  Covington,  Ky.,  July 
12-16,  instead  of  Rushville,  Ind.  The  Rev. 
H.  W.  Tate,  Manager;  the  Rev.  F.  H.  Bun- 
ton,  Dean. 

To  the  Undergraduates  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference:  We  desire  to  serve 
notice  that  the  summer  school  of  theology 
will  be  in  session  June  7-16,  Waveland,  Miss. 
Please  be  present. — W.  J.  King,  Dean;  C.  S. 
Stanley,  Registrar. 

To  the  Pastors  and  District  .Srewards  tf 
the  Hannibal  District,  Central  Missouri  Con¬ 
ference:  The  Pastors’  and  District  .Stewards’ 
Council  will  meet  at  Williamsburg,  Mo.,  .lune 
3.  Williamsburg  is  on  the  highway.  Those 
who  are  coming  by  the  way  of  Fulton,  the 
bus  leaves  Fulton  in  the  morning  between 
seven  and  eight  o’clock,  going  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  Those  coming  from  down  the  Wabash 
can  get  the  bus  or  the  Wabash.  The  bus  will 
carry  you  to  Williamsburg;  but  the  Wabash 
will  cariy  you  to  Montgomery.  For  those 
coming  d^own  on  the  trains:  there  are  two 
trains  that  stop  in  Montgomery,  the  local 
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Use  Special  Coin  Envelopes 

RUSH  ORDER  FORM 

Please  send  me  free  of 

charge . coin 

envelopes  for  our  Children’s 
Day  Services. 

Name . 
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St.  &  No . 

Town . 

State . 

The  time  is  short.  Please  send 
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The  Board  of  Education  of  the 
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740  Rush  St.,  Chicago,  III* 
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and  No.  20.  .Those  coming  in  cars  will 
no  trouble  in  finding  the  way.  Please  wrlN 
me  how  you  are  coming,  and  how  many  I*f' 
men  you  will  have.  If  you  are  not  in  a  cy 
or  bus,  I  must  arrange  transportation.— »■ 
W.  Terrell,  Pastor,  Wellsvilic,  Mo. 
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THE  MISSIONARY  PASSION  of  a  Melville  B.  Cox-“Let  a  thousand 
fall  before  Africa  be  given  up*’— of  a  William  Taylor,  a  James  M. 
Thobum,  a  William  F.  Oldham,  apostle  of  two  continents,  and  of  a 
thousand  others  less  known  to  fame,  but  for  their  services  and  sac¬ 
rifices  not  unknown  to  God— that  is  World  Service. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  STATESMANSHIP  which  set  Francis  Asbury 
and  Jason  Lee  on  the  long  trail,  which  planted  Pittman  Com¬ 
munity  Center  in  the  mounteiins,  which  has  Builded  a  Morgan 
Memorial  and  a  score  of  Goodwill  Industries  in  the  heart  of  city 
slums  and  has  reared  Wesley  Foundations  in  a  half-hundred  great 
educational  centers — that  is  World  Service. 

THE  FAITH  of  the  Bible  translator  and  colporteur,  the  socieJ  conse¬ 
cration  of  deaconess  .and  nurse,  the  untiring,  unsleeping  zeal  of  the 
temperance  reformer — that  is  World  Service. 


1.  VISION  which  reared  a  Colesbury  in  the  wilderness,  as  to-day  it 
builds  a  Gooding,  an  Inter  mountain,  a  Snead,  a  Harwood ;  which 
has  called  into  being  two-score  Wesleyans  and  colleges  of  other 
names  to  dower  the  church  and  enrich  our  national  life  with  trained 

I  passing  over  the  lines  of  race, 
ex-slave  his  chance  in  a  Claflin,  a  Day- 
Gammon — that  is  World  Service. 


minds  and  Christian  leadership ;  and 
has  given  the  child  of  the 
tona,  a  Meharry,  a 

THE  WISDOM  which  trains  our  youth  i__  _ _ ^ _ _ 

day  School,  and  the  gratitude  that  cheers  and  shelters  the  sum 
days  of  the  Christian  veteran — that  is  World  Service. 

THE  DARING  IDEALISM  which  seeks  to  share  with  all  men  evei 
where  the  Christ  who  has  blessed  our  lives,  which  believes  tf 
He  holds  the  answer  to  the  world’s  needs,  and  which  gladly  to 
and  gives  to  win  to  Him  the  world  for  which  He  died— //ia/ 
World  Service.  —CHARLES  M.  BARTON. 
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Central  Missouri  Conference 
Proceedings 

By  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Wheeler 


TH£  forty-first  annual  session  of  the 
Central  Missouri  Conference  convened 
in  Taylor  CSiapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  April  20-24,  1927,  Bishop  Ernest  L- 
Waldorf  presiding,  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Lee,  pas¬ 
tor  and  host. 

The  spiritual  and  inspiring,  tide  was  ushered 
in  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  by  the 
administration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and 
this  atmosphere  continued^  throughout  the 
session.  The  bishop  was  assisted  in  admin¬ 
istering  the  sacrament  by  the  four  district 
simerintendents:  the  Revs.  L.  Woolrich,  C.  S. 
Webster,  E.  L.  McAllister,  E.  W.  Hannah, 
and  the  pastor.  Over  200  communed. 

Greetings  and  best  wishes  were  read  from 
Bishop  M.  W.  Clair.  The  same  were  warmly 
received  and  the  Conference  appointed  a 
committee — D/.  B.  F.  Abbott,  chairman — to 
return  the  same.  Sixty-three  responded  to 
the  call  of  the  roll.  The  Revs.  R.  G.  Williams 
and  W.  C.  Ellis  were  reported  on  the  sick 
list;  the  Revs.  T.  H.  Lockwood  and  W.  J. 
Debose,  deceased. 

The  organisation  of  the  Conference  was 
effected  thus:  Dr.  B.  F.  Abbott,  secretary; 
the  Revs.  J.  C.  Jeu^kson,  G.  D.  Hancock,  and 
A.  L.  Reynolds,  assistants;  the  Rev.  W.  H. 
Huston,  statistician,  with  the  Revs.  C.  N. 
Wright,  C.  W.  Sims,  E.  F.  Pate,  and  A.  C. 
Smith,  assistants;  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Lee,  re¬ 
elected  treasurer,  with  the  Revs.  L.  R.  Grant, 
H.  W.  James,  A.  L.  Woolfolk,  and  A.  E. 
Miller,  assistants;  reporters;  J.  H.  McAllis¬ 
ter,  Central  Christian  Advocate;  local  and 
other  secular  papers,  M.  L.  Mackey;  William 
H.  Wheeler,  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate. 

Welcome  addresses  were  delivered  as  fpl- 
lows:  On  behalf  of  city.  His  Honor,  Mayor 
J.  L.  Babcock;  church,  Mr.  W.  A.  Clark; 
city  churches,  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Wilkins;  pub¬ 
lic  schools.  Prof.  C.  C.  Hubbard;  Ministerial 
Alliance,  Dr.  J.  W.  Counts,  by  proxy.  This 
being  the  “Show-me  State,’  as  well  as  a 
laboratory  age,  the  good  members  and  friends 
of  the  church  did  not  fail,  through  their  well¬ 
laden  tables,  morning,  noon,  and  evening,  to 
show  their  hospitality  with  cheerfulness. 
Bishop  Waldorf,  in  his  happy  and  entertain¬ 
ing  manner,  responded  to  the  welcome  ad¬ 
dresses. 

The  business  of  each  session  was  preceded 
by  a  thirty-minutes’  message  from  the  bishop 
based  upon  the  following  Scriptures  and 
subjects:  1  Cor.  2.  2 — keyword,  “Riches”; 
Ecd.  9.  10 — ^basic  word,  “Do.”  Subject 
Thursday  and  Friday,  respectively,  “Remem¬ 
ber  «Me,”  and  his  popular  last  General  Con¬ 
ference  address,  “My  World.”  The  bishop 
is  really  fond  of  singing.  He  frequently 
called  for  some  of  our  Spirituals,  vis.:  “We 
Are  the  Sons  of  God”  and  “Christian  in  My 
Heart”  By  request,  the  Conference  organ¬ 
ised  a  quartet  composed  of  the  Revs.  James 
and  Shaw,  and  Mesdames  B.  Woods  and  A. 
Noble.  They  sang  to  the  delight  of  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Waldorf  and  son  Robert.  The  se¬ 
lection  was  “In  the  Garden.”  The  bishop’s 
paid  lecture  on  “My  Fourteen  Weeks  in  Eu¬ 
rope”  was  great  and  helpful,  financially  and 
otherwise. 

Dr.  F.  S.  Bowles  remains  chairmsin  of 
board  of  examiners.  The  following  standing 
committees,  with  their  chairmen,  were  an¬ 
nounced:  American  Bible  Society,  J.  C.  Guy¬ 
ton;  auditing  R.  Woods;  Conference  Rela¬ 
tion,  J.  H.  Boone;  district  records,  H.  W. 
James;  education,  E.  M.  Madden;  Epworth 
League,  W.  W.  Goff;  periodicals,  A.  C. 
White;  Home  Missions,  T.  H.  Parrish;  me¬ 
moirs,  W.  H.  Wheeler;  temperance,  Russell 
Colder;  summer  schools,  B.  F.  Abbott;  Sun¬ 
day  schools.  Miss  Arsenia  Williams;  Board 
of  Stewards,  W.  H.  Smith. 

The  Rev.  L.  R.  Grant  was  selected  to  hold 
the  statistical  session.  The  Rev.  H.  L.  Over- 
ton  preached  an  awakening  missionary  ser¬ 
mon.  Over  $2,000  (the  largest  amount  on 
record) — $969  from  Book  Concern,  $40  from 


Charter  Fund,  $710  from  Board  of  Pensions 
and  Relief — was  distributed  to  Conference 
Claimants.  Full  members  in  Conference, 
9,371;  preparatory,  1,196;  total,  10Jt66. 
Treasurer’s  report,  $17JS41.  Somewhat  of  a 
decrease.  Total  number  of  Southwesterns, 
629;  admission  on  trial,  nine,  vis.:  Clarence 
Spencer  Ray,  W.  A.  Payton,  W.  H.  Houston, 
W.  F.  Walker,  H.  W.  James,  A.  J.  Williams, 
L.  F.  Payne,  A.  L.  Woolfolk,  and  F.  D. 
Woodford. 

The  Ccmference  was  charmed,  enlightened, 
and  edified  by  the  presence  of  Drs.  Lorenxo 
H.  King,  our  able  and  gifted  editor  of  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate;  P.  J.  Ma- 
veety.  Board  of  Education;  E.  M.  Jones, 
Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief;  Robert  L. 
Faucett,  Board  of  Foreign  Missions;  W.  F. 
Dermott,  World  Service;  S.  W.  Robinson, 
Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes  and  Dea¬ 
coness  Work;  T.  S.  Haddock,  Board  of  Tem¬ 
perance,  Prohibition,  and  Public  Morals;  J. 
W.  Coonts,  pastor  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  city;  Dr.  Gilbraith  and  wife,  St.  Louis 
District;  Mrs.  Waldorf  and  son  and  Mrs. 
Thomas,  the  bishop’s  area  secretary;  J.  E. 
Moore,  Lincoln  Conference;  T.  Redd  and 
wife,  pastor  Colored  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  anniversary  ot  The  Woman’s  Home 
and  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Societies 
was  indeed  interesting  and  informing,  as  well 
as  inspirational.  Mrs.  McPherson  was  the 
principal  speaker  for  the  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Society,  and  Dr.  Abbott  for  the  Home 
Missionary  Society.  The  following  officers 
were  elected  for  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society:  Mesdames  Wm.  H.  Wheeler, 
president,  867  West  North  Street,  Marshall, 
Mo.;  G.  Moss,  M.  A.  Gamby,  L.  R.  Grant, 
L.  J.  Ball,  R.  G.  Williams,  vice-presidents; 
S.  Wilson,  recording  secretary,  101  East 
Burkhart  Street,  Moberly,  Mo.;  L.  C.  Aus¬ 
tin,  corresponding  secretary,  3316  Morgan 
Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Ella  Palmer,  treas¬ 
urer,  1812  Bayard  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
S.  A.  Abbott,  evangelistic  secretary;  Nettie 
Freels,  mite  box  secretary;  E.  Elsford,  young 
people’s  secretary;  Blanche  Lee,  junior  sec¬ 
retary;  A.  Harrison,  stewardship;  Sadie 
Henson,  supply;  E.  Barnes,  Christian  citi- 
senship;  Josie  Walls,  missionary  education; 
Martha  West,  temperance;  R.  G.  Smith, 
Permanent  Missionary  Fund;  M.  Brown, 
Permanent  Deaconess  Fund;  H.  G.  Kirkpat¬ 
rick,  jubilee  secretary;  N.  M.  Ray,  thank 
offering.  Officers  of  The  Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Socie^:  Mesdames  W.  Berry, 
4261  Sacramento  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  cor¬ 
responding  secretary;  E.  W.  Hannah,  1619 
Norton  Avenue,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  recording 
secretary;  James  Mason,  1178  Morgan  Street, 
Sedalia,  Mo.,  treasurer. 

Sunday  was  a  high  day.  Love  feast  was 
conducted  by  the  Revs.  Richard  Russell 
Banks,  ordained  deacon  under  missionary 
rule;  E.  A.  Saunders  and  Herman  Harvey, 
left  without  appointment  to  attend  school; 
Ernest  Scott,  graduated  from  the  Confer¬ 
ence  course  of  study  and  ordained  elder. 

Lincoln  High  School  of  Sedalia,  having  the 
distinction  of  being  one  of  the  three  high 
schools  of  Missouri  fully  accredited  and  to 
win  a  membership  for  the  year  1927  in  the 
North  Central  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Secondary  Schools,  gave  the  Conference  a 
rare  treat  by  sending  over  its  semi-chorus  to 
sing.  The  Conference  appointed  a  committee 
of  five — the  Revs.  W.  A.  Payton,  W.  W.  Goff, 
H.  T.  Reeves,  L.  E.  Vincent,  M.D.,  and  Wm. 
H.  Wheeler,  chairman — to  visit  said  high 
school.  W.  W.  Goff  delivered  greetings. 
Beautiful  flowers  were  in  abundance,  de¬ 
signed  and  arranged  by  Mrs.  E.  A.  Webb, 
assistant  designer  of  the  State  Fair  Floral 
Company.  Presentations;  A  suit  of  clothes 
to  District  Superintendent  LeRoy  Woolrich, 
who  had  completed  his  six  years  on  St.  Louis 
District;  flowers  to  M.  L.  Mackey  from  Cen- 
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tennial,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  to  W.  L.  Lee 
from  Taylor  Cbap^  Sedalia. 

A  decided  advance  step  was  taken  in  in¬ 
terest  of  Conference  Cli^ants  by  puttlngA 
on  record  that  each  pastor  should  rMse  forV 
said  cause  five  per  cent  of  his  estimated  sal¬ 
ary.  Only  the  Revs.  Richard  Riuh  and  J.  P. 
Bishop  answered  the  roll  call  of  retired  min¬ 
isters,  and  the  bishop  and  Conference  lis¬ 
tened  patiently  to  them.  The  four  district 
superintendents’  reports  were  full,  brief,  and 
informing,  well  read,  and  favorably  received. 
The  special  committee  findings  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  George  R.  Smith  College  in  substance 
were,  “The  emerging  of  said  college  by  co¬ 
operation,  into  a  st^dardised  college,  some¬ 
where  north  of  the  Mason  and  Dixon  Line.” 
The  Rev.  A.  L.  Woolfolk  presented  a  me¬ 
morial  for  the  formation  of  a  new  district 
comprising  the  charges  of  Iowa  and  Illinois. 

It  was  received  and,  by  motion,  passed  to 
Bishop  Clair.  The  Rev.  A.  C.  Poston  was 
granted  leave  of  absence;  and  W.  W.  Goff, 
supernumerary  relations. 

Devotional  services  were  led  by  the  Revs. 

T.  L.  Jones,  A.  L.  Reynolds,  J.  P.  Bishop. 
Sermon  at  11  A.  M.  hy  Bishop  Waldorf; 
text.  Matt.  27.  86;  subject,  “The  Cross  of 
Jesus  Christ”  Truly  the  sermon  was  pene¬ 
trating  and  edifying.  Memorial  service  was 
held  at  2  P.  M.,  preceded  by  the  installation 
of  the  officers  of  The  Woman’s  Home  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Societies.  At  7.30  P.  M. 
the  anniversary  of  the  Board  of  Temperance, 
Prohibition,  and  Public  Morals,  by  Dr.  T.  S. 
Haddock.  This  was  preceded  by  the  readings 
of  resolutions  and  a  brief  sermon  by  W.  H.^B 
Wheeler,  acting  as  a  substitute  for  the  Rev. 

A.  L.  Reynolds.  Resolutions  were  read  by 
the  Rev.  W.  H.  Houston,  and  the  bishop  pro¬ 
nounced  them  the  best  in  point  of  diction  and 
delivery  that  he  had  heard  for  many,  many 
Conferences.  Lexington  and  Union  Memorial 
were  placed  in  nomination  for  seat  of  next 
session.  Union  Memorial,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
was  made  the  unanimous  choice.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  given  the  pastor.  Rev.  W. 

L.  Lee;  the  good  members  and  friends  of 
Taylor  Chapel,  and  the  excellent  vested  choir 
for  the  loyal  and  Christian  treatment. 

MABSHA!.!.,  MO. 

Personal  and  General 

— Mr.  John  K.  Wright,  a  staunch  and  loyal 
Ia}rmen  of  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  was  a  recent  and 
welcome  visitor  to  our  office. 

— Dr.  H.  E.  Woolever,  editor  of  The  National 
Methodist  Press,  mourns  the  passing  of  his 
mother.  She  was  born  at  Van  Etten,  New 
York,  sixty-seven  years  ago  and  early  joined 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  that  vil¬ 
lage.  She  was  a  noble  Christian  character 
and  found  her  greatest  joy  in  doing  for  herA 
family  and  her  church.  She  left  a  priceless^ 
heritage  to  two  sons  and  a  daughter  who  sur¬ 
vive  her. 
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“Mrs.  White” 


“The  submergence  in  that  neighborhood  persisted  through 
Saturday  and  well  into  Sunday,  but  White  and  his  wife  fal¬ 
tered  not  nor  failed  in  their  well-doing.  They  cooked  such 
food  as  was  available  and  fed  the  rescued  folk  until  Sun¬ 
day  night,  when  other  relief  finally  reached  them.  This  sus¬ 
tained  and  self-sacrificing  service  by  an  humble  Negro 
family  to  its  distressed  white  neighbors  deserves  place  upon 
the  permanent  record,  as  surely  as  it  will  hold  place  in  the 
memories  of  the  families  who  were  thus  rescued  and  fed 
and  sheltered.  All  residents  of  Edgewood,  it  is  reported, 
are  loud  in  their  praise  of  White’s  heroic  work.  The  entire 
communiW  joins  in  that  praise,  which  might  fittingly  be 
broadened,  we  think,  to  include  Mas.  White,  who  cooked 
the  meals  and  kept  •  the  coffee  hot  for  the  drenched  people 
who  were  brought  out  of  their  flooded  homes  by  her  hus¬ 
band  and  his  hastily  improvised  raft.” 


Thus  a  leading  Southern  newspaper,  The  Times- 
Picayune  of  New  Orleans,  either  inadvertently  or 
with  reasoned  intent,  for  one  time  gives  due  re¬ 
spect  to  Negro  womanhood  by  prefixing  the  proper  title 
to  the  name  of  a  colored  woman.  Why  this  representa¬ 
tive  journal  of  the  Southern  Press  should  break  away 
from  the  persistent  Southern  tradition  of  deliberate  in¬ 
sult  and  humiliation  to  the  womanhood  of  the  Negro 
race,  is  to  be  found  in  the  circumstances  set  forth  in  this 
following  paragraph : 

“Following  the  flooding  of  certain  sections  of  the  city 
by  the  recent  record  rainfall,  the  heroism  of  Samuel  White, 
Negro  railroad  employee,  who  rescued  and  cared  for  twenty- 
five  white  families,  is  being  warmly  acclaimed  by  the  public 
and  the  press.  When  the  waters  began  to  overflow  the 
suburb  of  Edgewood,  White,  who  works  in  the  adjacent 
stock  yards,  hastily  built  a  raft  from  commandeered  tim¬ 
bers,  voyaged  among  the  submerged  homes  and  brought 
twenty-five  families  to  safety.  He  first  placed  his  own 
home  at  the  disposal  of  the  refugees,  but  that  was  soon 
crowded,  and  he  provided  shelter  and  straw  beds  for  the 
others  in  box  cars  in  the  railroad  yards.  Meantime  his  wife 
was  busy  preparing  hot  coffee  and  food,  and  from  Friday 
night  until  Monday  morning  the  two  furnished  meals  to  the 
refugees  and  helped  nurse  a  family  of  children  who  were  ill 
with  measles  at  the  time  of  their  rescue.” 

It  was  heroism.  It  was  the  service  rendered  his  com¬ 
munity  during  a  period  of  crisis  by  this  heroic  Negro 
citizen  and  his  wife,  forgetful  of  their  own,  and  com¬ 
pletely  abandoned  to  the  interest  of  their  neighbors,  which 
evidently  elicited  from  the  Southern  daily  its  gesture 
of  respect  for  a  colored  woman. 

Of  course,  respect  for  this  woman,  Mrs.  White,  is 
amply  deserved  by  the  unsurpassed  service  she  rendered 
by  the  side  of  her  public-spirited  husband  to  relieve 
suffering  and  distress  in  the  community.  But  if  seiw- 
ice  is  a  just  ground  for  the  respect  of  one’s  neighbors, 
has  not  the  attitude  and  service  of  the  race  group  as  a 
whole  been  such  as  to  warrant  the  cheerful  respect  of 


Southern  whites  for  their  Negro  neighbors?  From  Henry 
Grady’s  time  to  the  present,  Southern  whites  of  the  liberal- 
minded  tjrpe  have  unstintedly  heaped  upon  the  Negro 
race  commendation  for  faithful  and  loyal  service  in  build¬ 
ing  both  the  old  and  new  South.  Some  day  the  most 
romantic  story  ever  written  concerning  the  past  civili¬ 
zation  of  the  South  will  be  written  with  the  proverbial 
“black  mammy”  as  its  heroine.  Yet  these  Southern 
papers  never  respected  her  nor  her  descendants  enough 
to  address  them  with  that  title  which  properly  accom¬ 
panies  high  service.  We  therefore  wonder  if  it  is  con¬ 
sistent  for  The  Times-Picaynue  to  thus  honor  an  occa¬ 
sional  service  such  as  Mrs.  White  so  nobly  rendered  and 
not  to  honor  the  sustained  service  rendered  during  all 
the  past  by  the  womanhood  of  the  Negro  race  in  the 
splendid  contribution  they  have  made  to  their  country’s 
prosperity  and  security.  The  Times-Picayune  and  its 
entire  family  of  Southern  newspapers  are  bound  by  the 
logic  of  their  position  to  honor  all  Negro  women  with  the 
proper  titles  of  respect. 

But  respect  for  womanhood  is  not  to  be  found  funda¬ 
mentally  in  service  rendered  or  in  color  or  race.  It  in¬ 
heres  in  the  dignity  of  personality.  Any  violence  done 
the  self-respect  of  personality  is  a  crime  against  society 
and  a  breach  of  social  responsibility.  The  Southern 
press  which  disrespects  Negro  womanhood  and  teaches 
its  clientele  so  to  do,  is  inveighing  against  society  by 
breaking  down  those  conventionalities  whose  observance 
makes  for  culture,  progress,  stability  of  the  whole  social 
group. 

By  every  worth-while  consideration,  if  the  Times- 
Picayune  calls  Mrs.  White  “Mrs.,”  its  incumbent  policy 
is  to.  prefix  the  title  “Mrs.”  to  all  Negro  woman’s  names 
hereafter  when  writing  about  them.  And  the  whole 
Southern  press  will  follow  suit  unless  they  are  all  so 
hide-bound  by  local  traditions  as  to  be  unable  to  respond 
to  the  impact  of  modem  democratic  ideals  upon  anti¬ 
quated  Southern  customs. 

Either  this,  or  Negro  women  in  the  South  can  look 
to  receive  the  title  of  respect  from  their  white  neighbors 
only  when  they  have  kept  the  coffee  hot  and  cooked  the 
meals  for  drenched  peoples  brought  by  their  husbands 
out  of  flooded  homes  and  on  improvised  rafts.  If  she 
has  at  last  pointed  out  the  classic  way  to  respect  for 
the  womanhood  of  the  Negro  race,  Mrs.  White  deserves 
and  has  the  race’s  unstinted  praise. 


Tell  the  Youth 


That  society  has  a  profound  moral  obligation  to 
conserve  the  life  of  its  youth  is  a  truism.  Such  a 
course  is  necessary  both  for  the  sake  of  the  infinite 
value  of  the  individual  as  an  end  within  himself  and  for 
the  sake  aUo  of  society  itself.  And  society  has  been  en¬ 
deavoring  on  the  basis  of  such  a  reflectian  to  save  the 
youth  from  the  very  first  beginnings  of  group  life. 


The  method  chosen  has  been  that  type  of  education 
which  the  group  was  capable  of  setting  up.  Thus  was 
group  culture  mediated.  Primitive  types  of  education 
were  all  primarily  an  effort  to  transmit  to  the  youth  the 
ancient  traditions  of  the  group  by  certain  fixed  cere¬ 
monies,  including  symbols  and  hard,  fast,  ritualistic  ex¬ 
ercises.  The  bane  of  the  old  systems  was  that  they 
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tended,  as  they  were  designed,  to  perpetuate  the  static 
old  conditions  of  life  of  the  group.  That  society  lacked 
the  creative  progressive  element  of  our  present  Western 
and  modem  social  order.  The  two  greatest  teachers  of 
all  times  encountered  and  gave  up  their  lives  to  break 
down  this  age-old  theory  of  education.  That  is  the 
sequel  to  the  life  and  death  of  ancient  Socrates.  They 
say  he  “corrupted  the  youth.”  And  likewise  Jesus  Christ 
was  cmcified  because  He  spake  with  authority — ^not  as 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  whose  sole  concern  was  to  pre¬ 
serve  among  the  youth  the  tradition  of  the  elders. 

Modem  education,  breaking  with  the  old  method,  en¬ 
courages  self-expression,  independent  investigation,  philo¬ 
sophical  speculation,  the  modern  scientific  approach  to 
verify  all  the  facts  of  human  experience.  Perhaps  a 
legitimate  but  very  dangerous  weapon  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  callow  youth,  without  guidance  or  suggestion 
at  least  as  to  the  how  of  its  use.  At  this  very  point 
modem  youth  is  breaking  down  and  needs  its  dashing, 
daring  spirit  of  inexperience  supplemented  by  the  sober¬ 
ing  reflection  of  that  experience  and  wisdom  which  the 
elder  members  of  society  have  gained  at  great  cost.  While 
there  must  of  necessity  be  larger  liberty  shown  to  present- 
day  youth,  it  cannot  now  be  possible  that  youth  is  able  to 
go  the  ways  of  life  in  its  own  strength.  Society’s  expe¬ 
rience  has  always  paved  the  way  for  the  willful,  wander¬ 
ing,  wasteful  feet  of  prodigal  youth;  and  it  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so  even  now. 

Society,  through  its  teachers  and  leaders  of  youth, 
must  tell  suiciding  youth  that  the  mechanistic  systems 
of  philosophy  they  are  trying  to  constmct  on  material 
bases,  in  school  laboratories  and  elsewhere,  cannot  ac¬ 
count  satisfactorily  for  the  world  in  which  man  lives. 
The  best  scientists  attest  this  fact.  For  man  is  conscious 
of  a  world  of  sense  perception  and  another  world  of  spir¬ 
itual  experience.  Because  he  cannot  account  for  all  the 
mysteries  of  his  spiritual  world  and  experience,  argues 
nothing  against  its  realities,  no  more  than  does  his  failure 
to  understand  all  the  mysteries  of  his  physical  world  argue 
against  that  world’s  existence.  How  did  the  physical 
world  come  to  be?  What  is  gravitation?  Explain  the 
electron.  Is  there  such  a  thing  as  space?  What  is  life, 
and  how  is  it  maintained?  Eliminate  the  hypotheses 
upon  which  rests  the  bulk  of  evidence  in  proof  of  the 
practical  theories  of  the  world  of  physical  fact  and  ex¬ 
perience,  and  our  physical  world  becomes  a  very  uncertain 
entity. 

Tell  the  youth,  despairing  through  failure  to  solve  un- 
fa.thomable  mysteries,  that  the  world’s  Great  Teacher 
called  the  attention  of  youth  to  the  realities  of  the  spirit¬ 
ual  world,  which  is  superior  to  the  physical.  Its  laws 
ramify  all  of  the  physical  world,  including  our  own  being. 
Tell  them  that  moral  values  are  part  of  this  spiritual 
world;  that  they  can  enter  into  the  experience  of  this 
world  of  spiritual  values  only  by  faith.  Speculation  and 
philosophy  are  not  the  keys  thereto.  Only  that  faith  and 
tmst  in  its  value  which  leads  a  young  man  to  sell  all  and 
give  to  the  poor  and  to  enter  into  the  fellowship  of  faith 
with  Jesus  Christ  and  love  of  his  fellowman  can  unlock 
the  Kingdom’s  doors. 

Herein  has  been  the  chief  value  of  speculative  ma¬ 
terialistic  theories  of  life — that  they,  by  their  impotence 
and  failure  to  afford  life  its  true  satisfactions,  have  thus 
pointed  disconsolate,  disappointed  souls  to  the  surer  Way, 
even  that  which  is  reached  by  the  route  of  the  cross.  He, 
then,  does  the  greatest  service  for  modem  youth  who 
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^  points  it  back  to  the  religion  of  the  Spirit,  to  the  reg- 
nancy  of  the  soul  over  the  body.  For  a  man’s  life  con- 
sisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things  he  possesseth. 
Not  excess  of  the  senses,  but  surfeiting  of  the  soul  in  its 
spiritual  aspirations  and  outreach  is  the  only  adventure 
becoming  the  dignity  and  high  destiny  of  mankind. 

The  multiplication  of  the  number  of  suicides  among 
them  and  the  general  breakdown  of  morale  in  the  masses 
of  youth  are  alarming  and  augur  ill  both  for  the  youth 
and  for  society.  Whether  youth  generally  is  worse  to-day 
than  yesterday  is  not  the  main  issue.  Whether  youth  was 
bad  yesterday  or  not,  the  conditions  are  appalling  now. 
At  least  conditions  are  sufficiently  alarming  to  warrant 
that  those  who  are  responsible  for  young  life  to-day  shall 
run  and  speak  to  it  and  tell  the  youth  of  fihe  possibilities 
of  a  successful  and  satisfied  life  in  its  fullest  import 
through  faith  in,  and  following  with,  Jesus  Christ,  who 
is  calling  aloud  to  them  for  fellowship  and  comradeship 
with  Himself. 

What  Made  Lincoln  Great? 

By  Miss  Berlina  Woods 

[This  paper  was  awarded  second  place  among  those  of  fifty  con¬ 
testants.  The  writer,  a  seventh-grade  pupU,  was  the  only  colored 
girl  in  her  class  in  the  Roosevelt  Public  School,  Mason  City,  Iowa. 
She  is  a  twelve-year-cdd  member  of  our  Union  Memorial  Church  and 
Sunday  school  of  that  city. — Editor.^ 

HY  do  we  remember  Abraham  Lincoln?  We  re¬ 
member  Lincoln  because  he  was  a  man  noted  for 
his  deeds  and,  above  everything,  his  character¬ 
istics.  He  worked  for  years  to  earn  what  people  honor 
and  remember  him  for  to-day. 

One  of  Lincoln’s  greatest  qualities  was  honesty.  When 
a  boy  he  was  honest  and  was  never  known  to  tell  anything 
untruthful.  In  later  life  he  was  fair  in  all  dealings  even 
with  his  worst  rivals.  He  became  known  as  “Honest 
Abe.” 

Lincoln  was  also  kind.  Never  when  a  child  was  he 
known  to  mistreat  a  smaller  child  or  an  animal.  Growing 
into  manhood,  his  kindness  also  grew.  Many  times  he 
saved  people’s  lives  in  various  ways.  Reverence  was  a 
teaching  which  he  owed  to  his  “Angel  Mother.”  While 
a  child  Lincoln  was  taught  reverence,  and  cherished  it 
throughout  life.  He  was  also  reverent  to  older  people. 

Being  a  staunch  Christian,  he  helped  others  to  believe 
in  the  Christian  faith.  Self-control  was  practiced  by 
him.  Many  times  when  small,  meager  enjoyment  such 
as  swimming  and  fishing  were  forbidden.  At  such  times 
it  was  hard  to  keep  a  pleasant  face.  He  was  never  known 
to  give  a  cross  glance.  Later  while  President,  when  people 
tried  to  dictate  or  boss  him,  he  would  give  them  a  quiz¬ 
zical  smile  but  would  say  nothing. 

Lincoln  had  a  desire  to  learn  while  a  small  child.  His 
mother  taught  him  stories  from  the  Bible.  His  whole 
education  consisted  of  not  more  than  a  year  at  school. 
In  later  life  he  was  able  to  deliver  a  speech  or  do  any¬ 
thing  in  the  business  world  well.  He  was  very  fit  for  the 
presidential  chair  and  worked  loyally.  Lincoln  was  one 
of  the  fairest,  outstanding  men  the  American  continent 
has  ever  produced.  He  can  be  an  example  for  us  to  help 
us  in  later  life.  ^ 

— Men  do  not  find  their  way  to  heaven. 

— Prayer  and  practice  are  good  team-mates. 

— It  is  a  long  time  between  hard  times  in  heaven. 
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Contributed  Editorial 

The  American  Stand  in  China  have  been  progressively 

HERE  have  emanated  from  the  commercial  groups  8'ip€rstition,  bu^  a  gr 


have  been  progressively  emancipated  from  the  dominion 

There  have  emanated  from  the  commercial  groups  superstition,  bu^  a  great  multitude  of  people  in  throw- 
in  Shanghai  strong  endeavors  to  rush  the  United  over  the  superstitions  of  the  past  have  also  put  out  of 
States  and  other  powers  into  taking  up  prompt  and  nearly  all  that  makes 

punishment  measures  as  a  lesson  to  the  Chinese.  Inci-  worthful  and  of  high  significance.  The  chapters  in 
dentally,  of  course,  the  military  measures  desired  could  sermons.  They  were  originally  delivered 

be  used  to  recover  the  British  concession  at  Hankow  and  i  ^  ®™P8on  Lectures  at  DePauw’s  University.  Never- 
to  cripple  the  nationalist  movement.  But,  of  course,  superb  preaching  to  the  needs  of  our  day. 

these  latter  objectives  were  not  publicly  stressed.  Now  When  Moncuee  D.  Conway  was  a  young  man,  a 
it  is  reported  that  the  European  powers  are  not  to  en-  congregation  once  said  to  him, 

force  their  demands  by  military  or  naval  activities.  be  preaching  to  the  moon.”  Doctor 

Hence  the  interventionist  party  of  foreigners  in  China  not  preach  to  the  moon.  He  preaches  to 

have  made  bitter  criticisms  of  the  United  States,  declar-  ‘  current  mood  to  which  this  book  addresses 

ing  that  its  refusal  to  join  in  these  proposed  measures  has  '  t  7^1?  Doeen’s  description 

been  responsible  for  their  abandonment.  „  major  prophets  of  cynicism  today,  Aldous 

But  so  far  as  thut  _ _ u....  Huxley.  Mr.  Van  Doren  writes: 


been  responsible  for  their  abandonment. 

But  so  far  as  that  charge  is  true,  and  it  seems  to  have 
sound  foundations,  it  is  a  charge  in  which  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  may  take  genuine  pride.  The  stand  of 
President  CooLiDGE  in  strongly  opposing  intervention  in 
China  has  undoubtedly  been  a  large  influence  in  deterring 
intervention  by  other  nations.  That  stand  is  in  accord 
with  some  high  and  noble  achievements  of  the  United 
States  in  friendship  for  China.  This  position  is  a  re¬ 
minder  of  the  time  when  a  lone  stand  by  the  United  States 
against  other  powers  resulted  in  the  preservation  of  the 
Open  Door  Policy  for  China.  The  desires  of  some,  at 

least,  of  the  fire-eating  Shanghai  traders  have  been  ex- 
_ _  11  ■  _ 


generation,  he  has  come  to  suspect  the 
generaUy  accepted  during  the 
pwt  century,  but  which  were  broken  up  in  the  turmoU  accompanvina 

k.  At'*  has  assured  him  that  the  gener^ 

is  full  of  purposeless  drifting;  science  has  as- 
™®”4.’  ^  thM  puppets,  are  at  best  no  more  than 

possibly  be  discovered  to 
reside  in  the  atom.  The  mystery  of  character,  of  love,  hate,  ambi¬ 
tion,  devotion,  may  turn  out  to  depend  upon  the  chemical  action  of 
obscure  glancU.  Human  existence  may  tiierefore  be  best  regarded 
as  a  dance,  either  a  dance  of  life  or  a  dance  of  death.” 

Doctor  Sockman  brings  a  persuasive  affirmation  of  the 
realities  of  the  spirit.  It  is  a  timely  message  for  an  age 
in  which  there  is  much  disillusion,  confusion,  materialism. 


To  All  Congregations 


|EV.  H.  R.  L.  SHEPPARD,  until  recently  the  rec¬ 
tor  of  Saint  Martin’s-in-the-Fields  Church  in. 
London,  affectionately  known  and  loved  bv  a 

_.t*  ft.i  -  _  _  w 


o  .  o - - - - -  vFaaxFXw  AO  AEAUWA  U1D111U01U11,  CUUZ USlOIly  lliatenailSina 

*  prominent  Briton,  E.  S.  Little,  who  has  and  yet  withal,  an  age  which  has  wistful  longing  for  the 
published  in  Shanghai  a  demand  urging  that  the  powers  assurance  of  spiritual  realities, 
disarm  China,  demolish  all  arsenals,  arms  and  naval  equip¬ 
ment  and  disband  the  Chinese  armies  by  the  use  of  for-  A  11  j.* 

eign  military  force.  The  fact  that  such  a  program  would  <-OngregatlOnS 

call  for  twenty-five  years  of  time  and  hundreds  of  thou-  |j  ^EV.  H.  R.  L.  SHEPPARD,  until  recently  the  rec- 

sands  of  soldiers,  is  evidently  a  minor  detail  which  inter-  *or  of  Saint  Martin’s-in-the-Fields  Church  in 

ventionists  do  not  bother  considering.  London,  affectionately  known  and  loved  by  a 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  April,  President  Coolidge  spoke  section  of  the  population  in  England  as  “Dick  Shep- 

some  enlightened  words  that  look  toward  peace.  He  P*rd,”  wrote  a  letter  to  his  congregation  on  the  occasion 

said:  “The  friendship  of  America  for  China  has  become  resignation  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  gave  one 

proverbial.  We  feel  for  her  the  deepest  sympathy  in  Moving  admonition,  which  might  well  be  broadcasted  to 
^  these  times  of  her  distress.  We  have  no  disposition  to  do  c'^®ry  Christian  congregation  in  the  world.  Speaking  of 
otherwise  than  to  assist  and  encourage  every  legitimate  successor,  he  says :  “And  you  won’t  say,  will  you,  as 
aspiration  for  freedom,  for  unity,  for  the  cultivation  of  to  me  then:  ‘This  cannot  be  done  and 

a  national  spirit,  and  the  realization  of  a  republican  form  ought  not  to  be  done,  for  it  was  not  done  by  the  last 
of  government.  .  .  .  We  do  not  wish  to  pursue  any  ^car’?” 

course  of  aggression  against  the  Chinese  people.”  Decrees 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  policy  will  determine  every  -w-vr  k* 
action  by  military  and  naval  commanders  in  China.  A  season  when  honorary  degrees  are  flying 

firm  stand  on  this  policy  by  the  United  States  will  un-  A  following  list  of  new  degrees  sug- 

doubtedly  make  it  a  dominant  factor  in  the  attitude  of  gested  by  Dr.  Feancis  H.  Geeen,  headmaster  of 

other  nations  as  well.  Pennington  School  for  Boys,  is  interesting.  Any  one  of 


Degrees 


cuiiiiuuii  variety  oi  x^n.Ll. : 

en  of  the  Mysteries  Ardent  Believer.  Doubt  does  not  accompUsh  things,  belief 

Dr.  RALPH  W.  SOCKMAN’S  recent  volume.  Men  /  M^.--Magniflcent  Dreamer.  Dream  true,  high  ideals  and  move 
of  the  Mysteneg  (Abingdon  Press),  deals  with  *  ft.,,. 

the  poesibility  ef  (iret-century  Christian  eaperi- 
ence  in  the  twentieth-century  world.  It  deals  at  close 

range  with  many  of  the  central  themes  of  our  generation.  befT-e  the  Thfoni  of  GoT*"  «rly 

Perhaps  Doctor  Sockman’s  own  words  best  define  the  v  Deeds.  “By  their  fruits  ye  shaU  know  them.” 

theme  of  the  book.  “While  we  are  dispelling  the  shadows  - 

of  superstition,  we  must  preserve  the  sense  of  mystery.”  “How  fine  it  would  be,”  exclaims  Canon  B.  H. 

u  w  j  century  is  due  to  the  old,  Steeetee,  “if  instead  of  trying  to  save  religion,  we  would 

old  blunder  of  “throwing  out  the  baby  with  the  bath.”  We  allow  religion  to  save  us !”  L. 


IN  this  season  when  honorary  degrees  are  flying 
through  the  air,  the  following  list  of  new  degrees  sug¬ 
gested  by  Dr.  Feancis  H.  Geeen,  headmaster  of 
Pennington  School  for  Boys,  is  interesting.  Any  one  of 
these  degrees  suggested  by  Doctor  Green  is  worth  ten  of 
the  common  variety  of  Ph.D. : 

Doubt  does  not  accomplish  things,  belief 

M.p.— Magnificent  Dreamer.  Dream  true,  high  ideals  and  move 
towani  them. 

D.Lltt.— Devotee  of  Literature.  Become  a  lover  of  the  best  in 
literature  and  remember  that  at  the  forefront  of  all  books  stands 
the  Book — the  Bible. 

P.R.S.— PeUow  of  Regular  Supplication.  Present  yourself  early 
before  the  Throne  of  God.  ^ 

D.D.— Dper  of  Deeds.  “By  their  fruits  ye  shaU  know  them.” 
“How  fine  it  would  be,”  exclaims  Canon  B.  H. 
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The  Seeds  of  War 

• 

A  Message  for  Memorial  Day 

By  Charles  E.  JeflFerson 

Pcutor  Broady^y  TahemaeU,  New  York  City 


Memorial  day  is  not 

merely  a  day  for  loving 
^  and  grateful  remem¬ 
brance  of  heroic  dead,  but  also, 
as  a  part  of  that  remembrance, 
a  day  for  reverent  meditation. 

The  great  question  for  us  to 
consider  on  Memorial  Day  is  how 
to  end  war.  It  is  not  easily 
ended.  It  cannot  be  ended  with¬ 
out  a  tremendous  struggle.  We 
cannot  end  it  by  wishing  it  ended, 
or  hoping  it  ended,  or  praying 
that  it  may  be  ended.  It  can¬ 
not  be  ended  by  denouncing  it, 
or  hating  it,  or  passing  resolu¬ 
tions  against  it.  It  cannot  be 
ended  unless  we  quit  planting  the 
seeds  of  war.  An  inspired 
apostle  once  told  us  that  we  are 
living  under  the  law  of  seed 
growth.  From  the  dominion  of 
that  law  there  is  no  escape. , 

“Whatsoever  a  man  sows,  that 
shall  he  also  reap.”  That  is  a 
law  for  nations  as  well  as  indi-  CHARLES  E.  JEFFERSON 

viduals.  Whatsoever  a  nation 


bitter  and  inflame  the  feelings  of 
the  heart,  and  it  is  out  of  these 
ugly  feelings  that  war  at  last 
comes. 

We  should  also  beware  of 
reckless  legislation  passed  in  a 
haughty  and  supercilious  spirit. 
Our  Asiatic  Exclusion  Act 
passed  a  few  years  ago  was  a 
shame  and  a  disgrace.  The  de¬ 
sired  end  may  have  been  a  good 
one,  but  the  manner  in  which  the 
law  was  passed  was  inexcusable. 
The  same  end  could  have  been 
obtained  in  a  gentler  and  more 
courteous  manner.  There  was 
no  excuse  for  giving  needless 
pain  to  a  sensitive  and  high- 
strung  people  which  wants  noth¬ 
ing  so  much  as  to  be  our  friend. 
Whenever  we  wound  the  heart  of 
other  peoples,  we  are  planting 
the  seeds  of  war. 

Provocative  Foreign 
Policies 

We  should  cease  to  follow 


sows,  that  shall  it  also  reap.  If  it  sows  the  seeds  of  war, 
it  will  reap  the  harvest  of  blood.  That  is  the  kind  of 
universe  we  are  living  in,  and  from  the  consequences  of 
our  sowing  there  is  no  escape.  Let  us  think  about  just 
a  few  of  the  seeds  of  war. 

Sarcastic  and  Insulting  Speech  About 
Other  Nations 

At  the  head  of  the  list  let  us  place  sarcastic  and  in¬ 
sulting  speech  about  other  nations.  We  do  not  often 
realize  the  tremendous  possibility  of  evil  in  foolish  and 
hateful  words.  Journalists  of  the  baser  sort  in  every 
country  plant  the  seeds  of  war.  A  journalist  who  habit¬ 
ually  lies  about  other  nations,  and  slanders  them,  ought 
to  go  to  prison  as  a  traitor  to  his  country  and  an  enemy 
of  the  human  race.  There  ought  to  be  a  law  written  on 
our  statute  books  making  the  slandering  of  other  na¬ 
tions  an  act  of  treason.  Statesmen  are  often  reckless 
in  their  use  of  words  when  they  speak  of  other  nations. 
There  are.  statesmen  in  France  who  ought  to  be  more 
careful  of  the  words  they  use  when  they  speak  of  other 
nations,  and  there  are  men  high  up  in  political  and  so¬ 
cial  rank  in  England  who  might  well  weigh  more  care¬ 
fully  the  words  they  utter.  We  have  in  Washington  City, 
both  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  in  the  Senate, 
boorish  Americans  who  ought  to  be  retired  to  private  life. 
Many  of  us  are  not  at  all  careful  when  we  speak  of  other 
nations.  Christians  ought,  above  all  other  people,  to  be 
exceedingly  careful  not  to  say  unkind  and  unjust  things 
about  other  countries.  Unkind  and  unjust  words  em- 


policies  which  are  provocative  of  national  resentment.  We 
are  often  reckless  as  a  nation  in  the  ways  in  which  we  deal 
with  other  nations,  especially  with  those  which  we  re¬ 
gard  beneath  us.  For  instance,  we  keep  gunboats  in  some 
of  the  rivers  of  China.  We  have  a  few  men-of-war  at 
certain  harbors  along  the  Chinese  coast.  We  have  no 
business  to  have  them  there.  We  will  not  allow  China 
to  patrol  any  of  our  rivers  or  lakes  with  gunboats.  We 
would  tear  the  heavens  down  in  a  frenzy  of  wrath  until 
the  last  such  foreign  vessel  had  been  sunk  out  of  sight. 
Why  do  we  have  them  in  China?  Because  China  is  de¬ 
fenseless.  China  cannot  strike  us  with  her  flst.  Because 
she  is  helpless,  we  impose  upon  her.  We  insult  her  by  our 
gunboat  patrols. 

Gunboats  in  China 

It  is  sometimes  said  that  we  have  gunboats  there  in  order 
to  protect  our  missionaries.  I  used  to  be  hoodwinked  along 
with  some  of  you  by  that  specious  argument.  It  was 
one  of  the  surprises  I  experienced  when  I  got  to  China, 
to  discover  that  our  missionaries  do  not  want  the  gun¬ 
boats  there.  They  do  not  ask  for  naval  protection.  They 
want  the  gunboats  to  go  home.  They  are  not  a  pro¬ 
tection,  but  a  menace.  In  the  first  place,  the  area  of 
their  protection  is  exceedingly  small.  Most  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  do  not  live  within  reach  of  the  guns.  There 
are  eight  thousand  Christian  missionaries  in  China  scat¬ 
tered  over  a  vast  territory,  and  the  gunboats  at  the 
best  afford  only  a  very  limited  protection.  Moreover, 
it  is  a  doubtful  protection.  I  was  told  again  and  again 
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that  missionaries  are  far  safer  back  in  the  interior  than 
they  are  near  the  meij-of-war.  Whenever  a  gunboat  fires 
upon  a  Chinese  village,  it  only  endangers  the  lives  of 
missionaries  five  hundred  miles  back  from  the  coast.  The 
presence  of  a  foreign  gunboat  is  a  constant  irritation-to 
the  Chinese  mind.  That  irritation  is  becoming  an  inflam¬ 
mation,  and  the  inflammation  is  growing  year  by  year. 
The  student  body  in  China  is  constantly  increasing,  and 
the  students  are  going  to  set  on  fire  the  whole  Chinese 
people.  China  will  not  submit  indefinitely  to  the  imper¬ 
tinences  and  insults  of  the  Christian  nations  of  the  West. 

Naval  Competition 

Battleships  are  seeds  of  war.  They  used  to  be  heralded 
as  a  line  of  defense.  Nations  built  battleships  in  order 
to  obtain  security,  but  the  experience  of  the  ten  years 
preceding  the  great  war  shattered  that  delusion  forever. 
It  was  the  naval  competition  between  Great  Britain  and 
Germany  which  precipitated  the  greatest  of  all  wars. 
When  Germany  laid  the  keel  of  another  battleship.  Great 
Britain  did  the  same ;  whereupon  Germany  laid  the  keel  of 
another  one,  and  Great  Britain  followed  her  example,  and 
so  the  race  went  on  year  after  year,  fear  becoming  greater 
and  hate  ever  intenser,  until  finally  the  great  explosion 
came.  It  became  clear  to  everyone  with  eyes  that  battle¬ 
ships  are  seeds  of  war.  Our  Secretary  of  State,  Charles 
E.  Hughes,  saw  it,  and  in  1922  called  the  famous  Wash¬ 
ington  Conference  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end 
to  this  naval  competition.  He  knew  that  if  in  some  way 
the  naval  competition  could  not  be  stopped,  then  the 
world  would  inevitably  slide  into  another  war.  In  the 
Washington  Conference  it  was  agreed  that  the  competi¬ 
tion  in  battleships  should  cease  for  ten  years,  but  noth¬ 
ing  was  done  about  cruisers  up  to  ten  thousand  tons.  The 
diplomats  of  the  various  nations  saw  that  it  was  not  wise 
to  venture  any  further  in  building  battleships,  and  so 
competition  in  battleships  was  for  ten  years  suspended; 
but  the  nations  are  building  cruisers  and  submarines  and 
airships,  and  all  of  these  are  seeds  of  war. 


Looking  Back  Home  from  Japan 

Military  drill  on  a  large  scale  in  a  great  country  is 
also  a  see'd  of  war.  Military  drill  on  a  small  scale  in 
a  small  country  is  not  a  menace  to  international  peace.  * 
'A  little  country  lifcrSwitzerland  can  drill  its  young  men 
as  thoroughly  as  it  wishes,  and  no  one  is  alarmed;  but  a 
powerful  nation  like  Germany  cannot  indulge  in  military 
drill  on  a  large  scale  without  frightening  an  entire  con¬ 
tinent.  America  is  far  larger  than  Germany  and  more 
powerful;  and  therefore  it  cannot  engage  in  military 
drill  on  a  large  scale  without  awakening  suspicion  and 
fear.  While  I  was  in  Japan,  letters  were  constantly 
coming  from  America,  every  one  of  them  stamped  with 
thc'  slogan,  “Citizens’  Military  Training  Camp.  Let’s 
go !”  Why  should  the  United  States  Government  allow 
the  military  oligarchy  in  Washington  City  to  put  a  stamp 
like  that  on  letters  going  to  foreign  countries?  What  a 
shame  to  allow  a  stamp  like  that  to  be  on  letters  going 
to  Japan.  How  true,  as  Mr.  Walter  Hines  Page  said 
in  the  course  of  the  war,  “Militarism  has  no  judgment.” 
After  the  Exclusion  Act,  what  action  on  the  part  of  our 
Government  could  be  more  stupid  or  more  exasperating 
than  that?  The  Japanese,  when  they  hear  a  slogan  like 
that,  immediately  begin  to  ask  what  all  this  furious 
military  activity  means.  Military  drill  on  a  large  scale 
in  a  great  nation  is  one  of  the  seeds  of  war. 

The  End  of  an  Era 

We  are  approaching  the  end  of  an  era.  The  Chris¬ 
tian  church  has  reached  a  crisis  in  its  career.  It  cannot 
go  on  as  it  has  been  going.  It  has  got  to  become  more 
Christian  or  cease  to  claim  to  be  the  leader  of  the  world. 
The  greatest  living  Hindu  poet,  Tagore,  has  recently 
said  thatithe  Orient  at  one  time  reverenced  the  West,  but 
that  reverence  had  ceased  to  exist.  The  Orient  now  be¬ 
lieves  the  West  to  be  insincere.  Our  Christian  countries 
are  finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to  present  the  ideas  of 
Jesus  to  non-Christian  congregations.  Orientals  have  lost 
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fftith  in  Chrutuuuty.  Chnstinns  da-im  to  be  followers  of 
the  Prinoc  of  Pence.  They  mj  ihnt  they  worship  the  King 
of  LoTe.1  Tliey  dednre  that  the  law  of  love  is  the  su¬ 
preme  law  of  the  woxid,  that  love  is  the  mightiest  power 
in  human  lifei  and  nevertheless  Christian  nations  go  right 
on  preparing  for  war. 

Christian  nations  are'  fighting  nations.  They  haive 
converted  Oirutianity  into  a  fighting  religion.  Who  cre¬ 
ated  the  howitsers?  Christians.  Who  created  thP  sub¬ 
marines?  Christians.  Who  created  the  tanks?  Chris¬ 
tians.  Who  invented  the  bomb-dropping  airplanes? 
Christians.  Who  created  poison  gas?  Christians.  Who 
soaked  a  continent  with  Mood?  Christians.  No  wonder 
the  East  is  turmng  away  from  Christendom,  feeling  that 
it  is  a  hypocrite  and  an  enemy. 

“The  White  Peril” 

We  have  sometimes  heard  of  the  “Yellow  peril.”  There 
is  no  “Yellow  peril.”  There  is  no  “Brown  peril.”  There 
is  no  ‘*Black  peril.**  There  is  only  one  peril,  and  that  is 
the  “White  peril,**  and  singular  enough,  the  white  race 
is  the  only  race  that  claims  to  follow  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
The  time  has  come  when  the  church  of  Christ  must  cut 
loose  from  the  whole  war  system.  The  war  system  is  a 
millstone  hung  around  its  neck,  which,  unless  it  is  tom 
off,  will  sink  the  church  into  the  depths  of  the  sea.  The 
church  of  Christ  must  put  its  foot  down  on  the  whole  mili- 
tary  policy  and  program.  We  claim  to  follow  Jesus 
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Christ,  the  Leader,  who  said,  “Put  Up  your  sword.”  We 
do  not  put  up  our  sword.  We  are  proud  of  our  sword. 
We  spend  more  money  on  it  than  on  anything  else.  We 
make  it  longer  and  sharper  and  deadlier  all  the  time.  The 
time  has  come  when  the  Christian  church  must  say  to  the 
diplomats  and  statesmen,  “Put  up  your  sword.”  Men 
cannot  serve  Christ  and  Mars.  The  church  cannot  wor¬ 
ship  Christ  and  Caesar  and  Napoleon. 

The  Defense  of  Friendship 

The  church  cannot  follow  Christ  and  Genghis  Khan 
and  Tamerlane.  The  church  cannot  worship  Christ  and 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  Tiglath-Pileser  and  Rameses  II. 
We  have  done  it  long  enough.  The  time  has  come  when 
all  that  must  be  ended.  We  must  unitedly  work  on  the 
techmque  of  peace.  We  must  spend  our  time  and  our 
money  in  perfecting  the  machinery  of  peace.  We  must 
seek  to  make  friends  of  all  .the  nations  on  the  earth. 
We  must  prepare'  ourselves.  We  must  put  up  lines 
of  defense.  Some  men  speak  as  though  there  were 
only  one  kind  of  defense.  They  assume  there  is  only  one 
way  in  which  security  can  be  obtained.  There  is  only 
one  kind  of  preparedness.  It  is  a  preparedness  of  guns. 
It  is  a  defense  by  guns.  It  is  security  obtained  by  guns. 
Every  intelligent  man  believes  in  preparedness,  in  security, 
in  defense,  but  there  is  another  kind  of  defense.  Friend¬ 
ship  is  a  defense.  Friendship  secures  security.  Friend¬ 
ship  is  a  form  of  preparedness. 


The  “Perfect”  Church 

By  Clarence  Dean  Marston 


1  FOUND  myself  alone  in  the  silence  of  an  empty 
church,  the  most  beautiful  church  I  have  ever  seen. 
I  stood  a  moment  wrapped  in  wonder.  Then  I  broke 
the  silence,  eternal  silence. 

“How  beautiful  !*’  I  exclaimed.  The  sound  of  my  words 
startled  me  and  I  could  see  my  breath  as  I  spoke. 

“Do  you  think  it  is  beautiful?”  The  voice  seemed 
to  come  horn  the  open  Bible  on  the  pulpit.  I  think  it 
was  the  voice  of  one  of  the  angels  of  the  seven  churches 
over  in  Revelation. 

“0  yes,’*  I  replied,  “superbly  beautiful.” 

Every  word  I  uttered  seemed  to  be  shattering  some¬ 
thing.  But  I  could  not  refrain. 

“Is  it  always  like  this?”  I  asked. 

“Always,”  replied  the  angel. 

“Always  so  quiet?” 

“Always,”  came  the  answer. 

“No  one  ever  whispers  in  church  service  here,  do  they?” 
I  said. 

“No  one,”  came  the  answer. 

“But  your  young  people — do  they  never  become  noisy 
and  disorderly?”  I  asked. 

“Never,”  said  the  angel.  “They  used  to,  but  we  in¬ 
sisted  on  order,  and  now  we  have  it,”  the  angel  added. 

“You  never  have  any  misunderstandings  in  a  church 
like  this,  do  you?”  I  said. 

“Never,”  replied  the  angel. 

“Nor  any  differences  of  theological  opinion,  either?” 
I  added  enthusiastically. 

“Never,”  replied  the  angel. 


**Oh,”  said  I,  “this  is  the  church  of  my  dreams !  How 
I  would  love  to  be  the  preacher  in  such  a  church!” 

“Would  you?”  replied  the  angel. 

Oh  yes !”  I  replied.  “And  what  a  preacher,  what  a 
choir,  and  what  a  sexton  you  must  have  in  a  church  like 
this !”  I  exclaimed. 

“We  have  none,”  said  the  angel. 

“How !”  replied  I  in  astonishment. 

“We  don’t  need  any,”  replied  the  angel  sadly. 

By  this  time  my  teeth  were  beginning  to  chatter  with 
the  cold ;  my  joints  were  stiffening  so  I  could  scarcely 
move,  and  somehow  I  wished  to  be  out  of  that  beautiful, 
silent,  orderly,  cold  church. 

“What  has  come  over  me?”  I  asked.  “Is  it  possible, 
after  all,  that  anything  can  be  wrong  in  this  beautiful, 
orderly,  quiet  church?”  I  added. 

The  angel  replied  no  more. 

As  I  was  leaving  the  church  I  heard  another  voice 
from  the  same  location.  I  think  it  was  the  voice  of  one 
of  the  elders  of  the  seven  churches.  He  was,  as  if  trying 
to  repair  the  damage  and  desecration  of  my  presence 
there,  slowly  repeating,  “Silence,  order,  conformity.” 
This  he  gravely  said  over  and  over. 

I  listened  a  moment  and  called  back,  “Mr.  Elder,  you 
will  find  plenty  of  that -in  the  cemetery.” 

At  that  he  replied  in  dignified  words,  “Please,  sir,  you 
have  quite  disturbed  the  order,  silence,  and  conformity 
of  our  church.  Good-bye,  sir.”  And  the  heavy  doors 
closed  automatically  behind  me. 
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China’s  Christian  Nationalists 

By  Stanley  High 


He  is  dean  of  the  College  of  Propaganda  of  the 
Kuomingtang  party  in  Foochow.  He  piloted  me 
through  his  school  where  one  hundred  young  men 
and  women  were  being  prepared  to  go  out  through  the 
Province  of  Fukien  as  prophets  of  the  new  nationalism. 
We  ended  our  tour  in  his  office — a  huge  room  with  a  lit¬ 
tered  rolltop  desk  in  one  comer  and  several  poster-photo¬ 
graphs  of  Dr.  Sun  Yat  Sen  on  the  waUs.  The  dean  un¬ 
earthed  a  copy  of  his  curriculum.  Classes  ran,  morning 
and  afternoon,  six  days  of  the  week.  They  covered  a  wide 
range  of  subjects,  from  the  history  of  imperialism  to 
propaganda  technique. 

“You  may  be  interested  to  know,”  said  the  dean,  “that 
I  am  a  Christian  and  a  graduate  of  Yenching  University. 
The  work  in  these  classes  may  look  decidedly  anti-Chris¬ 
tian  to  you.  It  is  decidedly  anti  many  of  the  things  with 
which  the  church  of  the  West  has  been  associated.  But 
one  of*  these  days  even  you  Christians  of  the  West  may 
be  thankful  that  here  in  China  we  undertook  this  drive 
to  rid  the  religion  of  Jesus  of  some  of  its  pagan  connec¬ 
tions.” 

These  convictions  of  the  dean,  I  have  discovered,  are 
not  at  all  uncommon  throughout  the  territory  of  nation¬ 
alist  China.  It  is  not  for  China  alone,  but  for  Christianity 
in  China  that  Chinese  Christians,  inside  the  Kuomingtang 
party  and  out  of  it,  are  giving  their  active  support  to 
the  program  for  which  that  party  stands. 

Mrs.  Sun  Yat  Sen,  the  widow  of  China’s  foremost 
nationalist,  declared  a  short  time  ago:  “I  am  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  My  faith  in  the  Kuomingtang  springs  from  my 
Christianity.” 

The  Most  Hopeful  Hour  in  a  Century 

It  is  probable  that  a  vast  majority  of  China’s  Chris¬ 
tian  community  shares  that  faith  in  the  party  and  finds 
for  it  a  similar  foundation.  Since  entering  Chinese  ter¬ 
ritory  at  Canton  I  have  met  many  Chinese  Christians — 
some  of  them  orthodox,  most  of  them  wholly  loyal.  Up 
to  the  present  I  have  met  but  one  who  did  not  hold  the 
conviction  that  the  present  movement  has  in  it  more  of 
hope  for  China  and  the  Christian  church  in  China  than 
any  development  since  the  coming  of  the  first  mission¬ 
aries  more  than  a  century  ago.  This  opinion — when  one 
breaks  away  from  the  influences  of  the  wild  propaganda 
that  fills  much  of  the  foreign  press — appears  to  be  not 
only  consistent,  but  inevitable. 

“If  the  Christians  of  America,”  one  prominent  Chi¬ 
nese  Christian  leader  said  to  me,  “make  up  their  minds 
relative  to  the  present  movement  on  the  basis  of  the  re¬ 
ports  of  those  who  believe  their  vested  interests  are  at 
stake,  or  upon  the  interpretations  of  churchmen  who 
knew  the  old  China,  but  are  out  of  step  with  the  new,  the 
result  will  be  disastrous.  There  is  much  in  the  present 
movement  that  we  Christians  deplore.  But  we,  nonethe¬ 
less,  support  the  movement  for  the  greater  good  which  it 
represents.  Such  a  position  is  not  without  precedent. 
Certainly  many  Western  Christians  must  have  supported 
the  Great  War  while,  at  the  same  time,  they  deplored 
many  of  the  tactics  that  it  involved  and,  likewise,  were 
impotent  to  stop  them.  Christian  America  in  judging 


the  Kuomingtang  and  the  nationalist  movement'  can  well 
afford  to  follow,  more  than  it  has  been  willing  to  follow 
in  the  past,  the  leadership  of  the  Christians  of  China.” 

And  the  Christians  of  China  are  daily  becomilig  a 
more  potent  factor  in  the  affairs  of  the  nationalists.  Not 
all  of  th^  join  the  party.  In  fact,  some  of  the  most 
effective  influences  which  have  helped  to  direct  party  pol¬ 
icy  have  been  represented  by  groups  not  actually  included 
in  the  membership  of  the  Kuomingtang. 

Thus  in  the  capital  of  one  province  where  I  visited 
three  different  bodies  of  Chinese  Christians  had  estab¬ 
lished  definite  and  regular  relationship  with  the  govern¬ 
ing  officials.  There  were  rather  frequent  interchanges  of 
Chinese  feasts,”  where  problems  of  more  than  passing 
importance  were  discussed.  Representatives  of  these  or¬ 
ganizations  had  easy  access  to  the  official  yamens,  and 
they  called  and  were  called  upon  relative  to  many  mat¬ 
ters,  not  all  of  them  having  to  do  with  the  Christian 
church  or  its  work.  I  know  of  another  powerful  Chris¬ 
tian  group  in  one  of  the  largest  cities  of  China  that  has 
initiated  a  definite  program  to  inform,  on  the  one  hand, 
leading  members  of  the  foreign  community  of  the  actual 
development  within  the  Kuomingtang  as  an  offset  to  the 
false  reports  that  are  circulated ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  influence,  in  so  far  as  possible,  the  radical  student  ele¬ 
ment  toward  a  more  reasonable  program  less  given  to 
violence.  To  list  the  contacts  which  are  maintained,  with 
radicals  and  reactionaries,  by  this  single  Christian  group 
would  give  plain  indication  of  the  significance  of  the  work 
which  it  has  undertaken. 

Christian  Leaders  in  National  Party 

But  another,  equally  influential,  and,  I  believe,  equally 
consecrated  body  of  Chinese  Christians  have  joined  the 
party  and  are  actively  engaged  in  its  program  for  the 
establishment  of  a  unified  and  democratic  government  in 
China.  The  contributions  of  these  Chinese  are  varied. 
Some  of  them,  in  fact,  have  been  engaged  at  the  very 
front  of  the  nationalist  advance.  One  Methodist  school, 
in  territory  governed  still  by  the  Northern  militarists, 
fell  strongly  under  the  suspicion  of  the  secret  service 
agents  of  the  Northerners.  Action  was  taken  which  in¬ 
volved  a  careful  investigation.  Before  the  investigation 
got  under  way,  however,  the  Southerners  captured  the 
city.  Whereupon  the  missionaries,  somewhat  to  their  con¬ 
sternation,  learned  that  their  school  had  served  for  many 
months  as  headquarters  for  the  local  Kuomingtang,  and 
that  their  Christian  students  were  its  most  aggressive 
leaders. 

In  the  Fukienese  city  of  Yenping  the  officials  of  the 
Kuomingtang,  following  their  custom,  announced  that 
they  proposed  to  organize  a  Woman’s  Department  in  the 
government.  Only  Christian  women  seemed  available  for 
its  leadership.  Of  these  a  Chinese  woman  doctor,  for¬ 
merly  the  head  of  the  Woman’s  Department  of  the  Yen¬ 
ping  Hospital,  was  finally  chosen. 

“I  felt  that  to  accept  this  position,”  she  told  me, 
“was  merely  to  continue,  through  a  different  channel, 
with  my  church  work.  I  have  not  been  obliged  to  alter 
my  convictions  or  to  change  my  interests.  We  are  work- 
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ing,  as  I  worked  before,  against  foot-binding,  against 
child  marriages  and  slavery,  for  the  general  uplift  of  the 
women  of  China.” 

'  The  program  of  the  Woman’s  Department  in  Yenping 
is  illuminating,  even  though,  up  to  now,  it  chiefly  exists 
on  paper.  A  poster  campaign  asking  all  women  over 
thirty  years  of  age  to  unbind  their  feet  has  been  carried 
through  the  city  and  into  the  hinterland.  An  adult  day 
school  for  women  will  be  organized,  where  educated  women 
will  teach  the  rudiments  of  reading  and  writing,  conduct 
classes  in  hygiene  and  in  the  care  of  babies.  There  is 
also  a  day  nursery  in  prospect  for  the  children  of  working 
women  and  an  orphanage  for  “cast-oflF”  babies. 

Communist  Opposition  to  Christians 

Meanwhile  the  women  representatives  of  this  depart¬ 
ment  are  admitted,  on  terms  of  equality,  into  the  official 
councils  of  the  government  in  Yenping.  There  are  al¬ 
ways  women  speakers  at  the  mass  meetings.  And,  most 
significant,  all  of  those  who  have  been  enlisted,  up  to  the 
present,  in  the  Woman’s  Department  of  the  Kuomingtang 
in  Yenping  are  themselves  active  Christian  women. 

There  is  a  multitude  of  such  incidents.  Communist 
agitators,  an  aggressive  minority  within  the  party,  have 
sought  by  fair  means  and  foul  to  stampede  the  Christians 
and  thus  eliminate  them  as  a  factor  in  the  nationalist 
movement.  But  the  Christians  have  not  sqrrendered  their 
Christianity,  nor  have  they  been  stampeded.  When,  in 
various  cities  at  last  Christmas,  the  communists  an¬ 
nounced  that  they  would  stage  huge  anti-religious  dem¬ 
onstrations,  the  Chinese  Christians,  in  these  same  com¬ 
munities,  voluntarily  organized  their  own  demonstrations 
and,  as  a  result,  in  most  places  the  anti-religious  parades 
were  a  fiasco. 

For  a  time,  while  the  communists  were  having  their 
day,  it  was  made  to  appear  that  the  Christians,  who  main¬ 
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tained  their  faith,  were  disloyal  to  China.  But,  that  period 
is  well  past.  Chinese  Christians  have  proved  themselves 
with  too  great  definiteness  to  be  further  doubted.  And 
now,  when  the  lines  are  drawn  within  the  Kuomingtang 
for  a  fight  to  eliminate  these  Sino-Russian  influences,  the 
Christian  group  represents  an  asset  for  the  moderates 
that  may  eventually  carry  the  day. 

Support  of  Christian  America  Needed 

But  this  struggle  to  supplant  the  extremists  will  not, 
in  any  sense,  be  easy.  In  it  the  best  element  of  the  new 
China  requires  the  support  of  every  agency  that  can  be 
enlisted.  Not  only  the  support  of  Christian  China,  but 
likewise  that  of  Christian  America  is  essential.  If  the 
Christians  of  the  West  are  stampeded  by  the  communists 
— as  they  had  hoped  to  stampede  the  Christians  of  China 
— that  support,  obviously,  will  be  lacking.  The  church 
in  America  may  choose  to  join  its  judgment  with  that  of 
the  sensational  press  and  the  anti-Chinese  foreigners  who 
have  come  to  the  "East  to  profit  themselves,  and  who,  for 
that  purpose,  need  the  protection  of  old  privileges  and 
concessions.  In  that  case,  Christianity  in  China  will  not 
be  destroyed.  But  its  progress  will  be  retarded.  And 
with  the  loss  of  sympathetic  understanding  a  continued 
and  close  fellowship  between  the  church  in  China  and  that 
of  the  West  will  be  difficult. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  church  in  America  may  accept 
the  testimony  of  the  Christians  of  China  relative  to  the 
problems  of  China  and  of  Chinese  Christianity,  and  face 
the  future,  not  apart  from,  but  as  brethren  with  these 
men  and  women  who  now  are  making  a  new  nation.  In 
that  case  the  advance  of  the  Kuomingtang  may  prove — 
as  many  Chinese  and  missionaries  already  believe  it  will 
prove — an  agency  for  more  speedily  accomplishing  many 
of  those  tasks  to  which  the  Christian  church  in  China  is 
committed. 


The  Man  Who  Has  Nothing  to  Do 

By  Hubert  C.  Herring 


This  is  the  man  whom  the  parson  hunts  out  on 
Monday  afternoon.  His  office  door  is  always  ^pen. 
One  calls  out  “HeUo,’’  and  from  the  inner  office 
comes  an  easy,  “Come  in!” 

It  is  easy  to  go  in.  His  is  one  of  those  offices  that 
is  never  dressed  up  to  impress  the  casual  comer.  It 
doesn’t  bristle  with  all  sorts  of  imposing  paraphernalia. 
The  filing  cabinets  are  old,  and  have  a  way  of  sitting 
around  in  all  sorts  of  odd* and  awkward  positions.  Chairs 
and  desks  are  always  more  or  less  in  the  way.  One  is 
always  falling  over  a  waste  paper  basket.  The  efficiency 
expert  would  acquire  an  attack  of  delirium  tremens  here. 
The  “man  who  is  so  busy”  would  dream  about  the  place 
for  a  month.  There  are  hardly  any  of  the  patent  elec¬ 
trical  appliances  with  shiny  knobs  and  mysterious  noises 
which  delight  the  soul  of  the  very  busy  man. 

“Come  on  in.  No,  no,  I  have  nothing  to  do.  Just 
loafing  out  my  old  age.  Sit  down.” 

He  means  it.  Of  course  the  parson  knows  why  he 
has  nothing  to  do.  He  was  at  the  office  a  full  two  hours 
this  morning  before  anyone  else  turned  up.  His  dicta¬ 
tion  was  over  at  noon.  He  has  nothing  to  do,  for  the 
good  and  sufficient  reason  that  he  is  always  ahead  of  his 
tasks,  and  his  work  is  never  hounding  him  and  pursu¬ 
ing  him.  He  gets  his  work  done,  and  there  is  plenty  of 


it.  His  business  is  exacting  and  his  interests  ex¬ 
tensive.  He  is  interested  in  every  community  enterprise. 
He  is  the  chairman  of  this  and  the  treasurer  of  that. 
He  is  on  the  committee  which  is  charged  with  the  task 
of  building  the  new  hospital. 

He  has  time.  Time  was  made  for  such  as  he.  He 
knows  what  to  do  with  it.  He  is  always  doing  some  un¬ 
usually  decent  thing  with  it. 

This  man  with  nothing  to  do  writes  letters.  Not 
being  a  modem  efficiency  expert,  he  knows  how  to  use  a 
pen.  He  is  always  writing  letters  to  people,  the  kind  of 
letters  which  are  worth  reading,  and  worth  keeping. 
When  there  is  a  doubt  in  his  mind  as  to  what  should  be 
done  next,  he  writes  a  letter.  He  writes  them  to  all  sorts 
of  people,  poor  people,  rich  people,  young  and  old.  He 
writes  them  about  their  new  babies,  and  their  fresh  sor¬ 
rows.  He  always  has  something  to  say. 

There  will  always  be  holy  spots  in  the  church  which 
the  parson  remembers,  spots  marked  not  by  furniture, 
but  by  people.  This  parson  will  remember  one  spot, 
he  can  see  it  now,  the  pew  where  the  man  with  nothing  to 
do  is  always  to  be  found  of  a  Sunday  morning. 

The  prophet  foretold  him.  “In  quietness  and  con¬ 
fidence  shall  be  your  strength.”  It  is  the  paean  of 
praise  for  the  man  who  has  nothing  to  do. 
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The  Bishops  and 

Following  the  statement  made  by  the  Board  of 
Bishops,  after  their  semi-annual  meeting  last  fall, 
through  its  Committee  on  Evangelism,  on  “Spirit¬ 
ual  Rebirth,  Methodism’s  Primary  Need,”  the  primacy 
of.  evangelism  in  the  church  became  the  foremost  con¬ 
sideration  in  the  spring  meeting  of  the  bishops  recently 
closed. 


For  an  entire  day  the  bishops  of  the  church  gave 
themselves  to  the  fellowship  of  prayer,  to  deep  heart¬ 
searching,  to  unreserved  surrender  of  themselves  to  the 
Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  uttermost  reliance  upon 
the  Holy  Spirit  for  enlightenment,  for  enrichment,  and 
for  the  enduement  of  the  power  of  God.  The  upper 
room  of  the  church  at  Warren,  Pa.,  where  we  met,  be¬ 
came  the  spiritual  kinsman  of  the  upper  room  in  Jeru¬ 
salem,  and  where  men  of  kindred  spirit  met  to  discover 
God’s  will  and  way  to  spiritual  rebirth  throughout  our 
borders.  Conscious  of  their  own  need  of  Jesus  Christ 
as  their  sole  and  sufficient  Saviour,  as  well  as  for  His  ever- 
expanding  dominion  over  their  lives  as  their  divine  Lord ; 
conscious  likewise  of  the  necessity  of  intimate  communion 
with,  and  the  constant  leadership  of,  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  all  their  attempted  service  in  behalf  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  they  call  upon  all  the  ministers  and  members  in 
Methodism  to  join  with  them  in  this  fellowship  of  the 
upper  room  which  humanly  conditions  and  divinely  as¬ 
sures  the  spiritual  achievements  of  every  essential 
Pentecost. 


As  this  day  of  spiritual  fellowship  developed,  it  was 
agreed  by  every  bishop,  each  in  his  own  area,  to  counsel 
intimately  with  his  area  advisors  on  the  urgency  of  the 
present  status  of  the  spiritual  life  in  the  church.  Ex¬ 
tensive  correspondence  by  the  committee  with  district 
superintendents,  pastors,  laymen,  educators,  and  editors, 
disclose  a  desperately  low  spiritual  vitality  within  our 
membership.  Deeper  than  all  meager  and  disturbing 
statistical  returns  was  revealed  the  primary  need  of  spirit¬ 
ual  rebirth  in  Methodism.  The  bishops  are  unanimous 
in  their  conviction  that  a  piercing  sense  of  the  appalling 
spiritual  need  in  the  church  can  come  only  through  the 
convicting  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  not  by  any 
attempt  to  discover  some  new  human  mechanism  or  to 
rely  upon  some  cleverly  conceived  evangelistic  method. 

Moreover,  with  complete  unanimity  and  hearty  ac¬ 
cord,  every  member  of  the  Board  of  Bishops  placed  him¬ 
self  at  the  disposal  of  every  resident  bishop  to  assist  the 
latter,  wherever  and  whenever  it  were  possible  and  the 


Spiritual  Rebirth 

resident  bishop  should  desire  it,  for  the  fostering  of  an 
improved  spiritual  life  within  the  bounds  of  his  area. 

Recognizing  that  the  district  units  in  Methodism 
furaish  an  unrivaled  evangelistic  opportunity  for  cre¬ 
ative  evangelistic  leadership,  the  Board  of  Bishops  was 
increasingly  convinced  that  under  the  consecrated  and 
competent  leadership  of  district  superintendents,  pastors, 
and  laymen  of  each  district,  there  should  be  new  chapters 
written  in  the  evangelistic  life  of  every  district  in  Meth¬ 
odism.  To  that  glorious  achievement  through  this  dis¬ 
trict  leadership,  the  bishops  of  the  church  dedicate  them¬ 
selves  anew.  With  one  accord,  the  entire  Board  of 
Bishops  recognized  the  obligation  of  every  bishop  to  take 
the  area  leadership  in  direct  evangelism,  in  such  forms 
as  he  may  elect,  with  the  prayerful  hope  that  thereby 
a  new  evangelistic  impulse  would  be  created  throughout 
every  area  in  the  church. 

Back  of  all  effective  evangelistic  methods,  we  recog¬ 
nize  the  urgency  of  the  making  of  a  new  evangelistic 
mind  and  the  creation  of  a  different  evangelistic  method, 
before  we  can  have  a  right  to  expect  an  evangelistic 
product  of  improved  quality  and  increased  quantity.  An 
evangelistic  motive,  dominated  by  the  spirit  of  our  Re¬ 
deemer,  must  control  all  our  varied  evangelistic  methods, 
or  modern  Methodism  will  be  going  through  evangelistic 
motions  without  the  spiritual  motor  power  of  a  new  and 
needed  modern  Pentecost. 

We  do  not  forget  that  it  is  the  work  of  more  than  a 
season  or  a  year  to  change  completely  the  spiritual  mood 
of  the  church,  but  we  declare  our  purpose  to  help  make 
the  coming  year  but  the  beginning  of  years  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  victorious  evangelistic  life  in  Methodism.  For 
the  realization  of  this  purpose  we  register  our  reliance 
upon  and  alliance  with  Jesus  Christ,  our  Redeemer  and 
Master.  We  invoke  the  Holy  Spirit  to  seal  our  pledge 
of  service  to  the  end  that  Christ  shall  be  crowned  Lord 
of  all  lives  and  all  life,  everywhere. 

For  the  Board  of  Bishops: 

John  L.  Nuelsen, 

Theodore  S.  Henderson, 

Adna  Wright  Leonard, 

Lauress  J.  Birney, 

Charles  Wesley  Burns, 

H.  Lester  Smith, 

Charles  L.  Mead, 

Committee  on  Evangeligm. 


Monroe-Shreveport  World  Service 

Convention 


The  Joint  World  Service  Convention  of  the  Monroe 
and  Shreveport  Districts  was  held  at  the  St.  Paul 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Shreveport,  La., 
Friday,  April  22,  1927.  The  Rev.  J.  D.  David,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Shreveport  District,  presided. 

The  devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by  the  Revs. 
J.  Johnson,  J.  C.  Calvin,  and  Arthur  Robinson.  The 
ttov.  J.  L.  Jackson  preached  a  great  spiritual  sermon 
from  the  text,  “Jesus  being  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost”  (Luke 


4.  1).  The  district  superintendents  delivered  timely  ad¬ 
dresses. 

J.  C.  Calvin  was  appointed  secretary,  and  the  Revs. 
W.  J.  M.  Price,  T.  A.  Bailey,  and  Arthur  Robinson, 
assistants.  >  The  Rev.  Cornelius  Spears,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Monroe  District,  was  appointed  as  chair¬ 
man  of  finance  committee ;  the  Rev.  Arthur  Booker  and  J. 
L.  Jackson,  assistants.  The  roll  was  called  and  the  pas¬ 
tors  reported  their  World  Service  monies— Monroe  Dis- 
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trict,  $1,023 ;  Shreveport  District,  $2,267 ;  total,  $3,290. 
Short  addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  W.  G.  Alston,  the 
Rev.  H.  G.  Johnson,  of  the  St.  Matthew  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  one  of  our  prominent  lay¬ 
men,  Mr.  W.  C.  Baker. 

The  ladies  of  St.  Paul  Church  are  to  be  congratulated 
for  the  sumptuous  dinner  served  the  convention.  The 
afternoon  session  was  featured  by  the  devotional  serv¬ 
ices  conducted  by  the  Revs.  H.  W.  Gray,  G.  W.  Ogilvie, 
and  G.  C.  Hilton,  and  the  soul-stirring  sermon  preached 
by  the  Rev.  F.  J.  Thomas  from  the  text,  “I  am  the  true 
vine”  (John  16.  1);  theme,  “Dependence.”  Short  mes¬ 
sages  were  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Arthur  Robinson,  the 
Rev.  Cornelius  Spears,  Mrs.  Susie  H.  Day,  district  presi¬ 
dent  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  and 
Bishop  R.  E.  Jones. 

The  “high  tide”  of  the  convention  was  reached  in 
the  mammoth  night  service.  Dr.  W.  G.  Alston  and  the 
Rev.  J.  S.  Williams  led  in  the  devotional  services.  Bishop 
Jones  was  presented  and  he  delivered  an  informing,  in¬ 
spiring,  and  challenging  address  from  the  subject,  “The 
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Success  of  the  World  Service  in  the  New  Orleans  Area.” 
The  large  audience  was  thrilled  again  by  the  two  musical 
selections  rendered  by  Mrs.  Bell  Chambers  and  daughters.  ^ 

Dr.  I.  Garland  Penn,  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Edu-  * 
cation  for  Negroes,  delivered  an  outstanding  address, 
using  as  his  subject,  “The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  Negro  Education.”  Miss  Irma  Green  sang  a  beau¬ 
tiful  solo.  Bishop  Jones  spoke  of  the  great  Gulf  side 
Association,  and  Dr.  W.  Scott  Chinn,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Wil¬ 
liams,  and  the  Rev.  G.  Brown  collected  $80  for  the 
work  of  the  association.  Total  raised  in  the  convention, 
$3,270. 

Bishop  Jones  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the  district 
superintendents,  pastors,  members,  and  friends  for  the 
splendid  reports  and  suport  given  the  area  and  general 
church.  Following  the  benediction  the  convention  re¬ 
paired  to  the  basement  of  the  church,  where  a  brilliant 
reception  was  held.  Unlimited  praise  is  due  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  David,  the  Methodist  ministers,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  Shreveport  for  the  matchless  way  the  convention 
was  entertained. — J.  C.  Calvin,  Reporter. 


A  Beautiful  Contradiction  ^ 


Frequently  it  is  said  that  the  church  will  go  to 
the  “bow-wows”  when  the  present  generation  of 
elderly  people  will  have  passed  out  of  positions  of 
official  direction  and  control ;  that  the  youth  are  not 
interested  in  the  church  and  religious  matters.  Per¬ 
sonally  we  have  heard  this  evil  prophecy  for  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century  and,  for  a  time,  was  concerned  no 
little  as  to  the  outcome  of  the  issue.  But  we  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  lacks  even  the  semblance  of  truth. 

Long  since,  our  apprehensions  were  silenced  by  ob¬ 
servation  of  the  facts.  Anyone  may  make  the  experi¬ 
ment.  Go  back  to  the  old  home,  or  enquire  of  those  who 
remain  there.  Is  the  little  church  that  fostered  your 
spiritual  life  in  those  early  days  still  there,  or  has  it  gone 
to  pieces.?  Who  is  carrying  it  on?  The  bulk  of  the 
officials  who  shaped  its  policies,  financial  and  spiritual, 
in  those  days,  have  gone  to  their  reward.  Those  who 
now  have  this  task  of  directing  that  community’s  spirit¬ 
ual  currents  are  some  of  the  very  boys  and  girls  with 
whom  we  fellowshipped  and  studied  our  first  lessons  in 
religious  education  as  taught  in  the  Sunday  school  of 
those  days.  The  religious  passion  is  not  dying,  although 
it  is  undergoing  a  radical  change  in  the  method  and 
manner  of  its  expression.  As  long  as  it  is  at  heart  vital, 
the  church  will  live  and  function,  although  as  an  insti¬ 
tution  the  church,  too,  must  undergo  radical  changes  in  its 
methods  of  functioning,  even  also  in  its  organizational 
form  in  society. 

Concretely  illustrating  the  attachment  of  the  younger 
and  oncoming  generation  to  the  church,  their  loyalty  to 
her  ideals,  and  their  appreciation  of  the  services  of  a 
consecrated  leader  of  youth,  is  the  beautiful  event  which 
occurred  the  other  day  in  the  Leigh  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Richmond,  Va.,  the  Rev.  R.  M.  Wil¬ 
liams,  A.B.,  B.D.,  pastor.  It  was  a  youth  demonstration 
primarily.  In  large  numbers  they  assembled  to  honor 
befittingly  the  little  public-spirited  woman  who  had  built 
into  their  growing  lives  the  highest  ideals  of  Christian 
service  by  both  her  precepts  and  her  example. 

It  was  the  Junior  League  group  of  Leigh  Street 


showering  their  “alabaster  box  of  ointment”  upon  Mrs. 

E.  C.  Eldridge,  their  beloved  superintendent.  A  half 
dozen  years  ago,  while  on  a  visit  to  this  church,  we  ob¬ 
served  Mrs.  Eldridge  there  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  most 
inspiring  Junior  Epworth  Leagues  to  be  found  in  Meth¬ 
odism.  She  is  still  there.  And  because  for  the  last 
twenty-four  years  she  has  been  there  as  the  sweet-souled 
spiritual  mother  of  this  expectant,  ambitious  group  of 
youth,  giving  inspiration  and  rich  content  to  their  lives, 
they  were  met  on  this  particular  day  to  show  their  es¬ 
timate  of  her  worth  to  them  and  their  community  in  con¬ 
crete,  visible  terms.  And  with  them  cheerfully  joined  a 
host  of  members  and  friends  from  the  various  denomina¬ 
tions  of  the  city  of  Richmond  and  as  far  away  as  Mary¬ 
land,  who  packed  the  church  auditorium. 

A  beautiful  art  glass  window,  presented  by  the  Jun¬ 
ior  League  to  the  church  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Eldridge,  was 
unveiled  with  appropriate  ceremony.  The  processionals 
by  the  Junior  League  choir  and  officials  was  followed  with^ 
touching  devotions  by  Pastor  R.  M.  Williams.  Mrs.  R. 
Ramsey  Harris,  the  League’s  first  president ;  Miss  Edith 
Ammons  and  Master  James  Cephas  led  the  symposium 
on  “What  the  League  Has  Meant  To  Me.”  To  these 
preliminaries  a  fine  contribution  was  made  also  by  the 
musical  renditions  of  Miss  Marjorie  Jackson  and  Mr. 
Barrett.  President  of  the  Dorcas  Sewing  Circle,  Mrs. 
Willie  Sharpe,  rendered  an  original  poem.  Master  James 
West  then  introduced  in  fitting  fashion  the  Rev.  C.  C. 
Gill  to  make  the  address  of  the  occasion.  Under  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Gill,  as  a  former  pastor  of  the  church,  originated 
the  idea  of  the  memorial  window  to  Mrs.  Eldridge. 
Marching  to  the  place  where  rested  the  veiled  window, 
singing,  “Jesus  Wants  Me  for  a  Sunbeam,”  twelve  tiny 
tots,  attired  in  immaculate  white  dress,  arrayed  them¬ 
selves  in  artistic  grouping,  while  little  Miss  Helen  Hay¬ 
den  deftly  removed  the  veiling.  It  then  remained  for 
Master  Oscar  H.  Houser  in  a  beautiful  speech  to  mnk^A 
presentation  of  the  gift  to  the  church.  Acceptance  was^ 
given  by  Mr.  Thomas  Fulton  on  behalf  of  the  trustees. 
“Christ  the  Good  Shepherd,”  the  title  of  the  window,  most 
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appropriately  symbolized  the  service  which  Mrs.  Eld- 
ridge  has  rendered  during  these  two  dozen  years  to  this 
I  of  youthj  who  through  sheer  confidence  in  her  per¬ 

sonality  and  ministry  have  been  entrusting  their  lives  and 
the  shaping  of  their  characters  to  her  direction.  A 
beautiful  ceremony  was  brought  to  its  close  by  assuring 
remarks  from  the  Junior  League  president,  Miss  Lillian 
Frayser,  and  words  of  wisdom  and  gratitude  from  the 
honor-guest  of  the  occasion,  Mrs.  Eldridge.  Pastor  A. 
A.  Ector,  of  First  Presbyterian  Church,  gave  the  bene¬ 
diction  after  the  beautiful  recessional  by  the  choir. 

Pastor  R.  M.  Williams  is  to  be  congratulated  that  in 
his  church  there  is  such  a  fine  nucleus  of  personality 
revealed  in  this  striking  incident  upon  which  to  build  a 
greater  permanent  church  down  through  the  years. 

Dean  John  Zedler 


delivered  an  address  at  each  service.  The  fioral  decora¬ 
tions  were  of  rare  beauty  and  abundance.  The  inter¬ 
ment  was  in  the  spacious  family  lot  of  President  Hill  in 
a  city  cemetery  which  joins  the  school  campus,  and  over¬ 
looks  the  city  as  weU  as  mountains  and  valleys  so  ad¬ 
mired  by  Dean  Zedler.  The  impressive  committal  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Masonic  Order  was  read  at  the  grave.  A  brief 
message  concerning  his  value  to  the  order  was  delivered. 
A  group  of  students  sang  “Swing  Low,  Sweet  Chariot,” 
and  a  final  prayer  by  President  Hill  closed  a  day  of  honor 
service  to  one  who  was  worthy. 

The  Longer  Pastorate 

By  the  Rev.  M.  A.  Dawber 

Superintendent  of  the  Rural  Department  of  the  Board  of  Home  Mie- 
eioni  and  Church  Exteneion  of  the  Methodtet  Bpieeopal  Church 


By  the  R«v.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D. 


The  shock  from  the  sudden  death  of  Dean  Zedler, 
which  occurred  Sunday  morning,  April  3,  1927, 
while  sitting  before  the  fire  in  his  home  in  Morris¬ 
town,  Tenn.,  ready  to  go  to  Centenary  Methodist  Epis- 
^j^pal  Church  to  meet  with  his  large  men’s  Bible  class, 
came  as  a  surprise  to  his  many  friends  throughout  the 
communities  in  which  he  had  lived  and  served. 

John  Zedler  was  bom  in  Essen,  Germany,  November 
11,  1864;  came  to  the  United  States  in  1881;  entered 
the  army  in  1862  and  served  seven  years.  He  married 
Miss  Carrie  Viola  Wright  in  1889.  He  became  an  Amer¬ 
ican  citizen  in  1894,  and  in  that  year  joined  the  Mich¬ 
igan  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
served  seven  years  in  the  pastorate,  then  entered  Albion 
College,  graduating  with  A.B.  degree  in  1903,  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  Master  in  Arts  from  the  University  of  Mich¬ 
igan  in  1908.  He  became  a  member  of  the  faculty  in  Al¬ 
bion  College  in  1903,  and  was  later  made  professor  of 
History  and  Political  Science.  He  resigned  to  become 
dean  of  Clark  University  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  1919.  In 
1923  he  became  dean  of  the  Normal  and  Industrial  Col¬ 
lege  at  Morristown,  Tenn. 

During  his  extended  career  as  an  educator.  Prof, 
^dler  never  lost  interest  in  his  Conference  or  the  work 
the  ministry.  He  was  a  Christian  minister  first  of  all. 
This  was  felt  in  the  classroom  and  chapel  program.  He 
served  many  times  as  supply  pastor  most  acceptably. 
Prof,  and  Mrs.  Zedler  strengthened  in  every  way  the 
local  church  and  its  auxiliaries  in  Albion  as  thev  have 
in  Atlanta  and  Morristown. 


The  crowning  move  of  his  career  was  in  going  to 
Morristown.  A  well-equipped  home  in  commanding  loca¬ 
tion  was  enjoyed.  Here  he  was  happy  in  every  relation, 
and  with  President  Hill  was  a  brother  and  adviser.  Men 
from  the  church  and  her  brotherhoods  came  to  believe  in 
and  trust  him.  He  meant  much  to  the  school  in  these 
days  of  pressure  following  a  destructive  fire  when  the 
president’s  thought  was  needed  in  reconstruction  and 
nnancing. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  on  Wednesday,  April 
0.  and  of  much  more  than  ordinary  beauty  and  interest. 
Ahe  first  service  was  at  10  A.  M.  in  the  school  chapel. 

students,  faculty,  and  friends  of  the  school  filled  the 
^cious  room.  At  2  P.  M.  service  was  held  in  the  Cen- 
'  Church,  also  largely  attended.  Both  services  were 
®  charge  of  the  president,  assisted  by  the  family  pastor, 
N.  H.  Cardwell.  Dr.  D.  D.  Martin,  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 


There  are  encouraging  signs  looking  toward 
longer  pastorates  in  rural  churches.  To  continue 
to  use  the  rural  church  only  as  a  stepping  stone 
to  something  else  is  a  policy  that  can  only  be  pursued 
at  our  peril.  That  rural  pastors  are  beginning  to  think 
in  terms  of  three  to  five  years  as  a  minimum  is  a  tendency 
that  should  be  encouraged.  The  results  of  recent  studies 
of  the  one-year  ministries,  particularly  with  reference  to 
their  effect  upon  the  parishes  concerned,  are  most  dis¬ 
quieting.  In  increasing  numbers  rural  pastors  are  think¬ 
ing  in  terms  of  a  three  to  five-year  ministry.  This  should 
be  encouraged  in  a  large  way.  Especially  is  this  neces¬ 
sary  in  the  churches  now  being  assisted  with  missionary 
aid.  A  recent  study  of  these  churches  reveals  the  im¬ 
portance  of  this  problem.  Sixty-two  per  cent  of  the  pas¬ 
tors  serving  missionary  churches  in  the  districts  studied 
moved  every  year  during  the  last  five  years.  Little  or 
no  progress  can  be  expected  with  a  ministry  of  short 
duration.  The  department  is  pressing  this  consideration 
on  every  possible  occasion. 

Illustration  of  the  value  of  the  longer  pastorate  could 
be  given  from  a  number  of  Conferences.  One  of  the 
classic  examples  is  that  of  the  Rev.  Arthur  Hewitt,  who 
is  now  in  his  nineteenth  year  as  pastor  at  Plainfield,  Vt. 
Let  Mr.  Hewitt  speak  for  himself.  In  that  entrancing 
book,  which  has  just  come  from  his  pen,  there  is  a  chapter 
entitled  “Why  Stay  in  Plainfield?”  from  which  I  wish 
to  quote.  He  says:  “Another  motive  that  keeps  me  in 
a  humble  i-ural  charge  is  the  thought  of  my  brethren. 
If  there  is  any  curse  upon  the  work  of  God,  it  is  that 
restless  fashion  of  considering  that  to  succeed  is  to  get 
out  of  the  rural  into  the  urban  pastorate,  the  unwilling¬ 
ness  to  serve  a  country  parish  longer  than  is  imperative 
and  the  consequent  caste  and  grading  of  men.  I  am  bet¬ 
ting  my  whole  professional  life  that  this  thing  is  wrong. 
Wordly  reasons  are  obvious  why  no  pastor  moves  from 
a  so-called  ‘leading  church’  into  a  great  pagan  rural 
community,  but  is  there  any  spiritual  reason  why  the 
thing  should  not  be  done  without  loss  of  caste?  Ten 
thousand  of  my  brother  pastors  will  be  in  humble  rural 
churches  as  long  as  they  live ;  many  of  them  because  they 
are  too  consecrated  to  leave;  others  because  no  other 
appointments  are  open  to  them.  If  I  could  be  the  might¬ 
iest  man  in  the  church,  all  the  more  should  I  stand  with 
the  least  and  the  humblest,  helping  them  to  take  heart 
in  the  great  crusade.” 

Here  we  have  typified  the  life  and  spirit  of  the  Christ. 
Would  that  hundreds  more  might  be  inspired  to  do  like¬ 
wise. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


IvmjrAmnrAii  Si 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


PETER  PREACHING  TO  GENTILES 

SECOND  QUARTER.  LESSON  X.  JUNE  6 

Scripture  Leseon — Acts  10  and  11. 

Race  Prejudieet.  Race  prejudice  of  some 


were  yet  Jews  even  though  they  had  become 
Christians. 


sort  is  as  universal  as  race  consciousness  is. 
It  is  based  upon  conceitedness;  and  every 
race  that  is  conscious  of  itself  as  such  is 
normally  more  or  less  conceited,  as  every  self- 
conscious  Individual  is.  Especsdly  is  this  true 
of  a  race  that  has  accomplished  something 
worth  while  that  other  races  have  not  accom¬ 
plished,  or  which  believes  that  it  is  destined 
to  fulfill  a  peculiar  mission  in  the  world.  No 
one  can  strongly  appeal  to  race  pride  with¬ 
out  to  some  extent  inculcating  race  prejudice. 
Whenever,  as  is  usualy  the  case,  there  is  a 
feeling  of  race  superiority  in  any  respect, 
there  is  also  a  feeling  of  race  prejudice.  This 
superiority  may  be  considered  innate,  as  for 
instance  the  present  claim  of  Nordic  superi¬ 
ority,  or  only  as  superiority  of  accomplish¬ 
ments.  as  is  the  true  view  of  Nordic  superi¬ 
ority.  And  then  it  may  be  considered  as 
neither  innate  nor  of  accomplishments,  but 
only  as  ordained  of  God  for  the  future,  as 
was  the  case  with  the  Jews.  And  when  this 
feeling  of  superiority  is  based  on  religious 
grounds  the  prejudice  engendered  is  apt  to 
be  the  most  inveterate;  for  religion  always 
has  the  strongest  possible  tendency  toward 
conservatism.  God  is  believed  to  sanction  it; 
and  therefore  the  present  and  future  welfare 
of  the  race  is  thought  to  depend  on  the 
pertinacity  with  which  this  prejudice  is 
clung  to.  The  Jews  believed  themselves  su¬ 
perior  to  all  other  peoples  because  they 
rightly  believed  their  God  superior  to  the 
gods  of  all  other  peoples.  He  had  chosen 
them  to  be  His  peculiar  people,  and  therefore 
was  destined  to  make  them  the  greatest  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  the  world.  Their  prejudice  was  a 
logical  result  of  their  faith  in  God  and  in 
themselves  as  His  peculiar  people. 

Jewish  Prejudice  in  Peter's  Day.  This  nar¬ 
row  conception  of  God  generally  prevailed 
until  long  after  the  exile.  But,  due  to  the 
progressive  spiritual  insight  of  a  number  of 
their  prophets,  the  belief  eventually  prevailed 
that  their  God  was  really  the  only  God  in 
existence,  and  therefore  that  in  some  sense 
all  the  peoples  of  the  world  were  His.  Con¬ 
sequently  during  the  century  before  Christ 
they  busied  themselves  in  trying  to  convert 
Gentiles  to  the  religion  of  Jehovah.  But 
never  was  it  believed  by  them  that  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  were  His  in  the  same  sense  and  to  the 
same  extent  that  Jews  were.  These  con¬ 
verted  Gentiles  (called  proselytes)  were 
never  thought  to  be  on  an  equality  before 
God  with  Jews,  who  were  thought  to  come 
first  in  His  love  and  consideration.  God’s 
choicest  blessings,  it  was  thought,  would  al¬ 
ways  be  reserved  for  Jews  first,  and  after 
they  should  be  satisfied  the  Gentiles  may  come 
in  for  a  lesser  portion  (Matt.  16.  26,  27). 
Next  to  God,  all  glory  and  honor  belonged 
to  Jews,  upon  whom  Gentiles  should  be  de¬ 
pendent  for  their  highest  blessings.  That 
idea  may  seem  strange  on  the  surface.  But 
is  not  that  the  present  attitude  of  at  least 
many  of  the  “Nordics,”  who  nevertheless  try 
to  spread  their  religion  and  civilization 
among  all  the  peoples  of  the  world?  Even 
though  they  should  give  their  civilization  to 
all  other  peoples,  it  is  with  the  tacit  hope  that 
these  peoples  will  always  be  kept  in  some 
sense  dependent  on  the  “Nordics”;  but  it  is 
never  hoped  that  they  shall  become  inde¬ 
pendently  equal  in  every  respect  to  the  “Nor¬ 
dics.”  Whenever  you  find  altruistic  or  mis¬ 
sionary  service  carried  on  by  a  prejudiced 
people  on  behalf  of  another,  it  is  with  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  condescension.  And  wherever  you  find 
thu  atthude  of  condescension,  know  you  that 
prejudice  is  there. 

Now  we  are  better  prepared  to  understand 


Psychological  Background  of  the  Futon  of 
Peter  and  Cornelius.  While  he  was  away  in 
Joppa,  away  from  the  strict  religious  infiu- 
ence  of  Jerusedem,  Peter  was  doubtless  think¬ 
ing  of  offering  the  gospel  to  Gentile  prose¬ 
lytes.  Heretofore  it  had  been  offered  only 
to  Jews,  which  seems  to  have  been  the  de¬ 
liberate  policy  of  the  church  (Acts  11.  19). 
But  already  a  more  liberal  tendency  had 
arisen  among  some  Christians  away  from 
Jerusalem  (Acts  11.  20).  Without  much 
doubt,  Peter’s  mental  state  in  Joppa  was  in 
part  the  aftermath  of  Saul’s  more  liberal 
influence  on  him  (Gal.  1.  18).  But  he  was 
not  prepared  to  go  to  the  other  extreme  of 
religious  liberalism  to  which  Saul  had  gone. 
He  considered  a  middle  ground.  But  being 
the  leader  of  the  Christian  movement,  and 
therefore  responsible  for  its  success  or  its 
failure,  he  was  in  a  serious  quandary  as  to 
what  the  will  of  God  was.  Following  his 
great  Master,  he  had  already  taken  a  ques¬ 
tionable  step  in  accepting  the  hospitality  of 
a  tanner  who,  as  such,  was  considered  by  the 
Jews  ceremonially  unclean  (Acts  10.  6). 
This,  too,  was  weighing  heavily  on  his  mind 
as  he  went  upon  the  housetop  for  his  noon 
devotion.  These  (the  influence  of  Saul,  and 
his  having  accepted  the  hospitality  of  the 
tanner)  partly  furnished  the  psychological 
background  of  his  vision  up  there.  He 
prayed  for  guidance;  and  guidance  he  re¬ 
ceived. 

But  already  over  there  in  Caesarea  a  Gen¬ 
tile  proselyte  had  been  seriously  consi^dering 
the  espousal  of  the  Christian  cause,  but  was 
in  equally  as  serious  a  doubt  as  to  whether 
a  proselyte  would  be  admitted  into  the 
Christian  faith  by  the  apostles.  It  may  be 
that  he  had  heard  about  some  Christians  of¬ 
fering  Christ  to  Gentiles  in  Antioch  (Acts 
11.  20).  But  he  wanted  to  hear  more  about 
Christianity  from  its  chief  spokesman.  He, 
too,  prayed  God’s  guidance;  and  His  guid¬ 
ance  he  got.  This  is  the  psychological  back¬ 
ground  of  Cornelius’  vision.  It  is  significant 
that  he  and  Peter  should  have  had  their  vi¬ 
sions  which  concerned  each  the  other  at  so 
near  the  same  time.  To  call  it  a  mere  coin¬ 
cidence  is  not  a  sufficient  explanation.  Re¬ 
ligion  explains  it  as  the  doing  of  God;  while 
a  psychological  explanation  would  be  mental 
telepathy,  which  completes  the  psycholo^cal 
background  of  Peter’s  vision. 

Peter's  Oentileism.  Another  thing  that 
should  be  remembered  about  Peter’s  preach¬ 
ing  to  Gentiles  is  that  he  did  not  preach  to 
the  Gentiles  as  such,  but  to  certain  Gentiles 
being  already  proselytes  to  Judaism. 


as 


requiring  them  to  come  in  by  way  of  Juda¬ 
ism — the  attitude  especially  of  Paul;  and  of¬ 
fer  the  gospel  to  those  Gentiles  only  wh9 
were  proselytes  to  Judaism.  This  last,  oM 
middle  ground,  was  Peter’s.  He  and  hi^ 
brethren  in  Jerusalem  had  scruples  against 
this  because  they  formerly  held  the  first  pos¬ 
sible  attitude  outlined  above  (Rom.  1.  16; 
Acts  8.  26;  18.  46,  and  various  other  places). 
Paul  turned  from  Jews  to  Gentiles  because 
the  former  rejected  the  gospel.  And  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  Peter  finally  de¬ 
cided  to  offer  the  gospel  to  proselytes  be¬ 
cause  of  the  bitter  persecution  of  the  Jewish 
leaders.  Hence  his  first  Gentile  convert  was 
not  a  “little”  Gentile,  but  an  outstanding  one 
(Rom.  10.  19;  11.  11,  14). 


SAM  HUSTOX  COLLEGE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessok  for  Sukdat,  Juke  6,  1927 
“Qod  is  no  respecter  of  persons” 
(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 


There  were  three  possible  attitudes  for  the 
Christians  to  have  taken  toward  Gentiles: 
reject  them  altogether — at  least  temporarily 
until  all  Jews  should  be  won;  offer  the  gos¬ 
pel  freely  to  the  Gentiles  as  such  without 


All  races  and  people  are  alike  in  God’s 
estimate  of  human  value.  He  made  of  one 
blood  all  nations,  and  He  redeemed  all  by 
the  blood  of  Christ.  No  man  or  woman  is 
inferior  in  the  light  of  the  cross,  for  the  sac¬ 
rifice  of  Christ  puts  them  quite  beyond  hu¬ 
man  comparison.  Then  in  this  lesson  it  is 
shown  how  the  Holy  Spirit  has  come  upon 
all  without  distinction  as  to  race  or  natiouw 
ality.  Those  who  have  gone  out  to  the  en4|S 
of  the  earth  preaching  the  gospel  are  wit¬ 
nesses  to  the  truth  that  God  is  no  respecter 
of  persons. 

The  Jews  lived  in  an  atmosphere  of  ex¬ 
clusiveness  and  intolerance,  the  most  obsti¬ 
nate  the  world  has  known,  unless  it  be  that 
of  the  caste  systems  of  India.  It  was  from 
this  prejudiced  background  that  the  early 
Jewish  church  was  caUed  to  send  out  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  Gentiles.  They  had  been 
taught  to  have  no  dealings  with  peoples  of 
other  races,  and  that  the  God  whom  the 
prophets  had  taught  them  to  believe  was  a 
Jewish  God,  and  that  when  the  Messiah 
should  come  He  would  come  to  be  the  De¬ 
liverer  and  Saviour  of  the  Jews  only. 

There  is  grave  danger  that  something  of 
the  same  spirit  has  entered  into  the  Western 
church,  and  that  missionaries  have  gone 
forth  feeling  that  they  were  by  nature  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  heathen  in  countries  to  which 
they  were  sent.  Such  a  spirit  does  not  reach 
far  in  converting  men  to  Christ.  But  as  has 
been  shown  in  the  work  of  David  Living¬ 
stone,  Wm.  Taylor,  Bishop  Thoburn,  and 
many  more  who  have  lived  the  Christ-life  to¬ 
ward  others,  the  Spirit  does  fall  on  all  races 
of  the  earth  now  just  as  it  did  on  the  Gen^ 
tiles  to  whom  Peter  preached.  JK 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  mnw' 
sionary  work  that  gives  promise  of  a  new 
earth  of  blessed  fellowship  in  Christ  is  the 
developing  of  a  native  leadership  in  every 
land  who  can  interpret  to  their  own  people 
the  gospel  of  Christ,  with  all  of  the  hal¬ 
lowed  results  which  it  has  attained  with  the 
most  favored  through  the  centuries.  There 
is  no  difference,  God  Himself  being  the 
Judge,  for  He  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  but 
is  rich  unto  all  alike  who  call  upon  Him. 


OAMSIOir  SEMIITART. 


Epworth  League  Topic 


JUNE  6 


By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 


PLAYING 


THE  GAME 

(1  Cor.  8.  6-11) 


TOGETHER 


the  attitude  of  Peter  before  his  vision  on  the 
housetop,  and  of  his  brethren  in  Jerusalem 
before  his  apology  (Acts  11.  2-18).  They 


Our  League  year  ends  to-day.  During  the 
past  year  we  have  given  major  emphasis  to 
the  work  of  the  second  department.  Begin¬ 
ning  to-day  we  shall,  for  the  next  year,  em¬ 
phasize  the  work  of  the  first  department. 
The  program  for  the  year  contemplates  sev¬ 
eral  very  definite  things: 


& 


1.  Discovering  the  Values  in  Christian  Ci 
radeship.  One  often  hears  it  said  by  slotl 
church  members  that  it  is  possible  to  live” 
good,  fruitful  Christian  life  and  seldom  or 
never  attend  church.  We  want,  this  vear,  to 
explode  this  heresy.  We  want  to  discover 
the  reciprocal  value  in  Christian  fellowship- 


May  26,  1927  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


2,  Diteovering  the  Valuet  m  the  Bible 
Critical  study  of  the  Bible  has  its  place  and 
Its  value.  I  believe  in  brin^g  to  the  study 

/jgpf  the  Scripture  all  the  scholarship  we  can 
'•duster.  But  that  is  not  the  way  that  leads 
to  the  discovery  of  the  personal  messages 
th&t  the  6ible  Kes  for  one.  One  c&n  never 
tell  how  an  apple  tastes  by  subjecting  it  to 
chemical  analysis.  The  taste  of  an  apple 
can  only  be  discovered  by  tasting  the  apple. 
The  Bible  never  reveals  its  inner,  personal 
messages  to  one  who  approaches  it  intel¬ 
lectually,  analytically.  To  hear,  in  the  Book, 
that  voice  which  whispers  comfort,  breathes 
hope,  and  inspires  faith  and  courage,  one 
must  put  the  Bible  against  his  heart. 

3.  Diecovering  the  Joyful  Life  in  Christ. 
The  disciples  who  met  Christ  on  the  Emmaus 
Road  said,  “Didn’t  our  hearts  burn  within  us 


as  He  talked  with  us?”  They  found  the  com¬ 
radeship  of  Jesus  a  thrilling  thing.  A  few 
of  our  nervous,  hectic  young  people  have  re¬ 
cently  been  killing  themselves  and  killing 
other  people  when  they  were  too  “nutty”  to 
kill  themselves.  They  said  they  were  look- 
jor  something  that  would  give  a  thrill. 
Vital  religion,  intimate  association  with  Je¬ 
sus,  gives  the  incomparable  thrill.  This  year 
we  want  to  find  the  magic  word  that  opens 
the  portal  to  real  joy  in  Christ.  If  we  can 
ouraelves  find  that  joy  and  can  succeed  in 
leading  others  to  it,  what  a  changed  world 
we  shall  have!  Young  people  and  old  people 
wUI  no  longer  run  to  the  garbage  paUs  of 
cheap  commercialised  amusements  to  find 
their  pleasure.  There  will  be,  instead,  re¬ 
joicing  with  a  joy  that  is  unspeakable  and 
full  of  glory. 

MOBOAK  COLLEGE. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

^  Minter  City,  Miss. — Easter  day  was  car¬ 
ried  out  with  excellent  results,  despite  the 
fact  that  we  are  in  the  flood  district.  Many 
rallied  around  the  old  flag.  Each  church 
reported  as  follows:  Minter  City,  854.07: 
^lopewell,  $64.16;  St.  Mary,  $42.06;  total  for 
•World  Service,  $160.— P.  A.  Lemon,  Pastor. 

Marion,  ^  la.— Zion  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church:  Sunday  morning  services  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Williams,  who 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon.  The  Rev. 
G.  W.  Brown  preached  at  the  night  services 
from  the  text  found  in  St.  Luke  10.  31.  The 
trustees  raised  $ilo.— The  Rev.  G.  W.  Brown 
Pastor;  Miss  Vilma  Young,  Reporter. 

Dadeville,  Ala. — We  are  glad  to  say  that 
we  are  spiritually  alive  and  the  Lord  is  lead- 
mg  us.  Our  second  Quarterly  Conference 
was  held  April  30  and  May  1.  The  Rev.  J. 
C.  Chuman  preached  two  able  sermons  and 
we  all  rejoiced.  Seventy-eight  partook  of  the 
sacrament  and  the  district  superintendent 
was  paid  in  full,  $21.26;  paid  pastor,  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Gilder,  $8.70.  We  are  going  over 
the  top  with  our  pastor  this  year.— Lavada 
Phillips,  Reporter. 

LaGrange,  Ga.— Burk’s  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  still  on  the  upward 
march,  with  the  Rev.  T.  A.  South  as  pastor. 
Ihe  work  is  being  carried  on  in  a  systematic 
way.  The  pe^le  of  Burk  are  proud  of  the 
,aev.  South.  On  March  14  they  gave  him  a 
l^rprise  party,  presenting  246  pounds  of 
^oceries  and  $3  in  cash.  Many  interesting 
remarks  were  made  by  those  present.  May 
wr  pastor  live  long  to  preach  the  gospel.-- 
Wm.  .Maddox,  Reporter. 

South  Clayton,  Mo.— The  Rev.  T.  H  Par- 
nsh,  of  Howard  Place  Methodist  Episcopal 
thurch,  has  been  sent  back  to  serve  as  pas- 

All  members 

ere  glad  to  greet  him,  and  we  pray  a  suc- 
CMsful  year’s  work.  We  as  members  will 
eo-operate  with  him  in  God’s  name.  The 

W  *  ’■“"y  «««■  pastor, 

^  by  Mr.  P.  Dobson,  A.  Williams,  Brown, 

U  Roe,  and  Mrs.  Cora  Simon.  Collection, 
wo,  applied  on  pastor’s  salary.  The  Rev. 
wade  officiated  in  the  service. — Mrs.  F.  Dob¬ 
son,  Reporter. 


North  Carrollton,  Miss. — We  wish  to  thank 
the  members,  visitors,  and  friends  of  Carroll¬ 
ton  for  their  liberal  support  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice.  In  spite  of  the  rain  on  Easter,  the  day 
was  a  success.  The  charge  was  organixed  in 
groups  that  reported  as  follows:  No.  1,  J  E 
Williams,  $10.10;  No.  2,  M.  Jones,  $10;  No! 
3,  C.  H.  Griffin,  No.  4,  N.  Clayton,  $10.06; 
No.  6,  Rosa  Love,  $8.60;  No.  6,  M.  Harvey. 
$7.30;  No.  7,  Rev.  G.  H.  Harvey,  ^.26;  No 
8,  E.  Jackson,  $6.20;  No.  9,  M.  Miles,  $3.70; 
T  ®2.60;  No.  11,  H. 

Lidell,  $2.60;  No.  12,  E.  Harvey,  $6.06;  grand 
total  raised  for  the  day,  $130. — Rev.  M.  L. 
Ross,  Pastor;  Mrs.  M.  L.  Ross,  Reporter. 


East  Mexia  circuit,  Whit- 

membered  at  Whiting  Chapel.  Our  pastor, 
9-  “t  his  best  and 

tidl 28-  The  spiritual 
will  We  had  a  noble  service  which 

own  day  our 

>|JI»  “"ival  from  Stark- 

W..  ’  where  she  had  been  visiting  her 

■jwer  and  mother,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Wynn, 

Methodist  Episcopal 
Sssail  District.  We  enjoyed  the 

to  L  80  she  brought  to  us,  and  were  glad 
of  our^n^^*^  with  us.  We  are  indeed  proud 
our  pastor  and  his  wife.— Reporter. 


Bogahtsa,  La. — The  pastor,  officers,  and 
members  of  Thirkield  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  were  graced  with  the  presence  of 
Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  on  April  17.  We  were 
indeed  grateful  to  have  him  with  us,  for 
his  visit  added  to  our  spiritual  -and  financial 
success.  Our  good  bishop  preached  an  able 
sermon.  It  was  logical  and  very  inspiring 
to  all  present.  Immediately  after  the  sermon 
Dr.  O.  V.  Cooper  came  forward  and  con¬ 
nected  himself  with  the  membership  of  our 
church.  Total  amount  raised  was  $231.21. 
We  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  the  bishop  call 
again.  We  are  planning  to  have  our  new 
church  ready  for  the  District  Conference. 
Pray  for  our  success.— The  Rev.  R.  Brown, 
Pastor. 

Peoria,,  III. — St.  Luke  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  made  to  rejoice  on  April  26  to 
know  that  their  most  faithful  'pastor,  the 
Rev.  A.  E.  Miller,  had  been  returned  to  them 
for  another  year.  This  will  be  his  sixth  year 
with  us,  and  we  thank  our  beloved  Bishop 
Clair  and  Bishop  Waldorf  for  returning  him 
to  us.  Our  pastor  is  a  real  community  pas¬ 
tor  and  is  loved  by  all.  May  1  was  our 
quarterly  meeting,  at  which  time  the  new 
district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  G.  D.  Han- 
CTCk,  was  present  and  preached  three  splen¬ 
did,  uplifting,  and  soul-stirring  sermons, 
pointing  the  people  to  higher  ideals  of  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  It  was  a  great  day  in  Zion.  We  feel 
proud  of  our  new  superintendent,  and  look 
forward  to  a  great  year’s  work  for  the  King¬ 
dom. — Edward  Walker,  Reporter. 

H  est  Palm  Beach,  Fla. — Our  observance  of 
Passion  Week  and  Easter  at  Trinity  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  was  a  wonderful  suc¬ 
cess.  On  Palm  Sunday  the  church  was  ap¬ 
propriately  decorated  with  palms,  and  each 
person  was  given  a  palm  cross.  At  11  A.  M. 
the  pastor.  Rev.  D.  W.  Demps,  preached  a 
wonderful  sermon  on  “The  Triumuphant 
Entry.”  Good  Friday,  at  11  A.  M.,  the  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  C.  B.  Higgs, 
which^  was  enjoyed  "by  all.  The  decoration 
committee  deserves  much  credit  for  their  ar¬ 
tistic  decoration.  At  6  A.  M.  Easter  Sunday, 
the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  us  in  the  prayer 
meeting.  At  11  o’clock  the  pastor  again  dis¬ 
played  his  ability,  preaching  from  St.  Mark 
28.  6.  At  8  P.  M.  the  Sunday  school  ren¬ 
dered  a  pageant,  “The  Search  for  a  Risen 
Christ,”  to  a  crowded  house  The  program 
was  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Geo.  R.  L.  Edwards. 
— H.  Holmes,  Superintendent. 


i-  Statesboro,  Go.- Brown  Chapel  Methodist 
IV  Episcopal  Church:  About  six  weeks  before 
under  the  leadership  of  our  pastor, 
®  R®v.  R.  L.  Nunnally,  we  organised  our  mem- 
o  bership  into  four  clubs,  asldng  each  club  to 
;-  raise  |B6.  Club  No.  1,  Mrs.  Bertha  Ander- 
1.  son,  $28.30;  No.  2,  Mrs.  Lola  Lee,  $28.20; 
i-  No.*  ^Mrs.  R.  HaU,  $29;  No.  4,  Mys.  C.  C. 
r  Lee,  $38.16.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the 
s  way  these  good  women  worked  during  these 
n  SIX  weeks  to  put  this  program  over  for  the 
a  l^rd.  Several  of  the  brethren  paid  the  $2 

P  P“y-  by  clubs, 

#  public  coUection,  $1.66;  total,  $120.20. 

f  Under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  NunnaUy, 
1  we  are  hoping  to  send  up  a  round  report 
-  to  the  Annual  Conference.  At  this  church 
1  we  have  already  raised  our  World  Service 
in  full. — J.  H.  Hall,  Reporter. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.— We  are  faithfully  labor- 
ing  for  the  increase  of  the  Master^s  kingdom, 
and  have  just  closed  a  successful  three-weeks’ 
revival  at  the  North  Side  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  This  revival  was  conducted  by 
the  Rev,  Arthur  J,  Pogue,  D.D.,  of  Lynch- 
burg,  S.  C.  He  is  a  great  and  gifted  evan¬ 
gelist,  rightly  divining  the  word  of  truth 
.  with  unseen  and  irresistible  power.  Back¬ 
sliders  were  reclaimed,  a  number  of  souls 
,  professed  saving  faith,  Christians  were 
strengthened,  and  several  members  were 
added  to  the  church.  The  church  cared  for 
all  of  Dr.  Pogue’s  expenses,  including  round- 
trip  transportation  from  Lynchburg,  S.  C., 
his  home,  to  Pittsburgh.  We  also  paid  him 
$26  a  week,  and  when  the  revival  closed  we 
presented  him  with  a  new  suit  of  clothes. 
Pray  for  us  that  we  may  have  sufficient 
strength  to  sustain  us  unto  the  end. — The 
Rev.  B.  J.  Pogue,  D.D.,  Pastor;  G.  W.  Har¬ 
per,  Reporter. 

Shreveport,  La. — St.  James  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Easter  Sunday  service 
will  long  be  remembered  here.  Our  early 
morning  services  were  excellent.  The  church 
was  crowded  and  the  pastor  was  at  his  best. 
After  the  sermon  many  came  forward  for 
prayer,  and  three  persons — two  men  and  a 
woman— joined  church.  At  11  A.  M.  the 
pastor  preached  a  baptismal  sermon  which 
was  very  instructive.  The  picture  that  was 
very  striking  was  the  kneeling  together  of 
little  Beulah  and  John  Warmsley  receiving 
the  baptismal  covenant.  At  7.30  P.  M.  the 
Sunday  school,  in  charge  of  the  superintend¬ 
ent,  Miss  C.  W.  Johnson,  rendered  an  ex¬ 
cellent  program.  The  Rev.  J.  D.  David,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  was  present  at  this 
service  and  pronounced  the  benediction.  Six 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  was  raised 
for  World  Service  and  $60  by  the  stewards, 
making  a  total  of  $726.  This  year  bids  fair 
to  be  a  banner  year  at  St.  James.— Elaine 
Brown,  Reporter. 

Pittsburg,  rea:a»— Sunday,  April  17,  was 
a  high  day  at  Morris  Chapel.  The  pastor. 
Rev.  Jas.  Clarke,  preached  to  a  full  house 
at  the  11  o’clock  service.  Sunday  night  the 
Easter  program  was  rendered,  conducted  by 
Miss  Edith  Mae  Hanson.  We  had  a  great 
drive  for  World  Service  and  for  our  new 
church.  The  captains  reported  as  follows: 
Aaron  Neal,  $18;  Mrs.  M.  E.  Pitts,  $36.26; 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Hanson,  $28;  the  Rev.  Jas.  Clark, 
$9.66;  Sunday  school,  $11.47.  The  members 
paid  as  follows:  P.  Nelms,  $7.70;  R.  Crowell, 
$6;  R.  L.  Hanson,  $6;  I.  Green,  $2.60;  S.  P. 
Pitts,  $10;  L.  Drake,  $6.46;  N.  Rodgers,  $1; 

D.  Hubert,  $6;  Irene  Smith,  76c;  J.  H.  TriKir. 

A.  Hamilton,  P.  Kidd,  R.  Lavance,  J.  D. 
Smith,  G.  Henderson,  60c  each;  J.  Green,  $3; 

L.  Hubert,  $2.36;  A.  Hamilton,  26c;  C. 
Rodgers,  $1;  Henry  Nelson,  R.  Nelson,  $2 
each;  A.  Montgomery,  $2.60;  by  entertain¬ 
ment,  $4.  We  raised  our  full  quota  for  World 
Service  on  Easter  day.  Total  raised  during 
the  drive,  $416.47.— The  Rev.  Jas.  Clark, 
Pastor;  Prince  Nelms,  Reporter. 

Lebanon,  Tenn. — We  were  indeed  delighted 
to  have  present  with  us  on  April  14  Dr.  P, 

H.  Butler,  of  Chicago.  He  was  met  at  the 
train  by  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Satterfield  and 
several  members  of  the  Epworth  League 
with  their  cars.  From  thence  he  was  car- 
ried  to  the  parsonage.  His  lecture  began  at 
8.30.  Previous  to  this  Dr.  Lewis  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  congregation  by  Dr.  Mitchell, 
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after  which  the  speaker  of  the  evening  was 
introduced  bj  Dr.  G.  W.  Lewis.  The  theme 
of  Dr.  Butlers  lecture  was  “The  World  Serv¬ 
ice.**  The  Jceture  was  both  interesting  and 
inspiring.  1'he  out-of-town  guests  were:  Dr. 
Mitchell,  district  superintendrat;  the  Rev.  G. 
W.  Lewis,  pastor  of  Clarke’s  MemorisJ, 
Nashville;  Dr.  Armstrong,  pastor  of  Seay’s 
Chapel;  the  Rev.  G.  R.  Gray,  the  Rev.  Nathan 
Smith,  and  the  Rev.  John  Neal.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  Picket  Chapel  can  truthfully  say  the 
campaign  is  over  for  them.  We  have  raised 
every  penny  of  our  World  Service  money,  and 
are  now  busy  getting  ready  to  entertain  our 
District  Conference. — Mrs.  A.  L.  Anderson, 
Reporter. 

NtukviUe,  Ttnn. — The  Methodist  Union 
meets  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  corner  of  Cedar 
and  Fourth  Avenues,  every  Tuesday,  from 
10.80  to  12  o’clock  noon.  The  Rev.  W.  B. 
Mitchell  is  chairman;  John  W.  Wade,  sec¬ 
retary;  H.  P.  Gordon,  treasurer.  On  the 
12th  of  April  we  were  entertained  by  Dr.  F. 
H.  Butler,  of  Chicagra,  who,  in  the  meantime, 
was  visiting  the  flowing  churches  in  the 
citv!  Qark  Memorial,  Braden,  Seay,  Gordon, 
John  Wesley.  In  pushing  the  World  Service, 
it  was  a  pleasure  to  him  to  find  the  brethren 
on  their  ^b.  His  visit  to  the  union  was  in¬ 
spiring.  The  district,  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  W.  E.  Mitchell,  is  moving  to  the 
front.  The  brethren  are  in  the  trenches  to 
fight  the  battle  to  the  end.  We  hope  to  make 
tUs  tmion  a  success  this  year  in  putting  on 
the  pages  of  history  the  one  thought, 
“Brotherly  love  and  idndness.**  We  have 
with  us  at  times  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Martin  and 
others.  We  are  always  glad  to  have  them, 
and  extend  to  them  a  hearty  welcome.  We 
also  extend  an  invitation  to  all  visiting  min¬ 
isters  to  meet  with  us  at  the  above-mentioned 
place.— J.  W.  Wade,  Reporter. 

Huntroille,  Texas — Easter  Sunday  was  a 
great  day  at  St.  James  and  Thomas  Chapel 
and  Trinity.  At  6  A.  M.  the  resurrecticm 
sermon  was  delivered  by  our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  N.  N.  Sawyer,  whose  message  was 
thoughtful  and  inspiring  to  the  delight  of  all 
present.  This  was  the  largest  congregation 
we  have  bad  in  many  years  on  such  an  occa¬ 
sion.  Our  pastor  had  the  membership  di¬ 
vided  into  four  companies:  Mrs.  C.  G.  Nu¬ 
gent  reported  $30;  Mrs.  S.  V.  Carter,  $84; 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Crawford,  $101  (of  this  amount 
Prof.  D.  Williams  raised  $40) ;  Miss  E.  A. 
Watkins,  $83.89.  Thomas  Chapel — Mrs.  E. 
Walker,  $^.46;  Mrs.  C.  Stanley,  $17;  Mrs. 
E.  Davis,  $13.60;  Sunday  school,  grand 
total,  $367.44.  With  this  amount  our  World 
Service  quota  was  paid  in  full,  $160.  The 
church  has  been  freed  of  some  long-standing 
debts  against  it.  The  pastor  and  members 
have  turned  their  attention  to  the  Wiley 
quota,  to  put  it  over  in  fine  shape  at  a  very 
early  date.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
our  faithful  people,  who  are  trying  to  put 
over  the  big  program  of  the  church  under  the 
fine  leadership  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  N.  N. 
Sawyer,  who  knows  how  to  do  big  things. — 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Crawford,  Reporter. 

Theodore,  Ala. — Harper’s  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  is  alive  and  moving 
on.  Easter  Sunday  was  highly  celebrated. 
At  11  A.  M.  the  pastor  preached  an  Easter 
sermon  leading  up  to  the  resurrection;  sub¬ 
ject,  “The  Risen  Lord,”  after  which  the 
World  Service  collection  was  asked  for. 
Amount  raised  for  same  was  $60.  At  3.30 
P.  M.  the  Easter  exercises  were  held.  The 
program  was  rendered  to  a  packed  house  by 
the  small  children.  The  program  was  an  ex¬ 
cellent  one,  and  the  pastor’s  wife,  who  had 
labored  so  untiringly,  was  made  to  feel  glad 
over  the  results.  At  night  a  panant  was 
rendered  by  the  senior  pupils,  to  the  delight 
of  all  present.  We  have  recently  put  a  new 
piano  in  our  church.  Mothers’  Day  was  fit¬ 
tingly  observed  here.  A  splendid  program 
was  conducted,  and  at  the  morning  service 
the  pastor  preached  a  wonderful  sermon  on 
“The  Responsibility  of  a  Mother.”  A  large 
crowd  was  present  to  witness  the  program 
rendered  at  the  Epworth  League  hour.  Mrs. 
E.  Casher  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  D.  Thornton  are 
the  senior  leaders.  Our  League  is  second  to 
none  on  the  district  Mr.  K.  Casher  is  the 
superintendent  of  our  Sunday  school. — ^The 


Rev.  S.  B.  Thornton,  Pastor;  J.  Washington, 
Reporter. 

Murfreesboro,  Tenn. — Easter  was  fittingly 
observed  at  Key  Memorial.  The  Sunday- 
school  hour  was  given  to  the  rendition  of  a 
program  by  the  small  children.  At  11  A.  M. 
the  pastor  brought  a  message  on  the  subject, 
“The  Risen  Lora.”  At  nigtrt  a  cantata,  ^he 
Easter  Message,”  was  ww  rendered  by  the 
choir  to  an  appreciative  audience  that  taxed 
the  capacity  of  the  auditorium.  Mrs.  Sadie 
N.  Williams  Jones,  our  efficient  pianist,  de¬ 
serves  to  be  commended  for  the  splendid  ren¬ 
dition  of  the  cantata.  World  Service  reports 
showed  a  collection  for  the  day  of  $118;  total 
World  Service  collection,  $176.  The  go(^ 
people  of  the  church  deserve  praise  for  their 
loyalty.  We  expect  to  raise  our  full  quota. 
Mothers’  Day  will  never  be  forgotten  at  this 
place.  At  11  A.  M.  an  impressive  service 
was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  A  splendid 
congregation  was  present  and  a  goodly  num¬ 
ber  spoke  interestingly  in  the  spirit  of  the 
day.  At  night  a  program,  "Tribute  to 
Mothers,”  was  rendered  by  the  Sunday  school. 
The  choir  furnished  music.  Mrs.  Annie  V. 
Burch,  wife  of  the  pastor,  was  in  charge  of 
the  program  and  deserves  much  praise  for  its 
splendid  rendition.  The  church  was  beauti¬ 
fully  decorated  with  flowers  by  the  ladies. 
Collection,  $60. — The  Rev,  D.  T.  Burch,  Pas¬ 
tor;  Miss  E.  A.  Williams,  Reporter. 

Yoakum,  Texas — St.  John’s  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  is  doing  business  on  a  larger 
scale  of  late.  May  1  was  a  hig^  day  with 
us.  The  Sunday  school,  with  Mrs.  F.  L. 
Brownlow  as  superintendent,  was  well  at¬ 
tended.  At  11  A.  M.  the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  M- 
Swann,  delivered  a  great  message  from  St. 
John  8.  16;  subject,  “The  Law  of  Love.”  The 
sacrament  was  administered  to  sixty-three 
members.  At  7.80  P.  M.  Epworth  League 
service  was  conducted  by  tbe  president,  Mrs. 
B.  L.  Singer.  Sermon  by  the  pastor  from 
Isa.  3.  10;  subject,  “A  Message  from  God.” 
Offering  for  the  day,  $81.66.  On  May  7,  8, 
our  second  Qbarterly  Conference  was  held  by 
the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  Wm.  Ellison. 
The  officers  were  present  with  well-prepared 
reports  which  gave  evidence  of  progress.  The 
district  superintendent  preached  very  ac¬ 
ceptably.  We  raised  during  the  Quarterly 
Conference,  $44;  the  quarterly  claim  of  $36 
was  paid.  James  TiUey,  of  Yoakum,  and  W. 
L.  Dees,  of  Shiner,  are  our  financial  banner 
class  leaders.  A  brief  Mothers’  Day  pro¬ 
gram  was  carried  out  by  Mrs.  J.  H.  Swann 
preceding  the  evening  message.  We  hope  to 
do  a  full  year’s  work  by  keeping  everlast¬ 
ingly  at  it.  The  hailstorm  in  April  de¬ 
stroyed  our  church  in  Shiner.  We  hope  to 
be  able  to  rebuild  in  the  near  future. — Mrs. 
B.  L.  Singer,  Recording  Steward. 

West  Point,  Oa. — To  the  Members  and 
Friends  of  Goodsell  Memorial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Allow  me  to  thank  you 
for  the  way  you  stood  by  me  in  our  recent 
Easter  drive,  yet  words  are  inadequate  for 
me  to  express  my  deepest  appreciation  for 
your  loyalty.  May  God  bless  you.  The 
Easter  program  began  with  a  sunrise  prayer 
meeting  at  11  o’clock.  Dr.  R.  N.  Brooks,  of 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
preached  the  resurrection  sermon.  Dr. 
Brooks  was  truly  at  his  best,  and  his  hearers 
heard  him  gladly.  At  7.30  the  Sunday  school 
rendered  an  excellent  program,  in  charge  of 
Mrs.  Allie  Mae  Melton  and  Mrs.  L.  M.  Car- 
lilse.  Miss  Blanche  Edwards  presided  at  the 
piano  amd  rendered  efficient  service.  The 
financial  report  by  captains:  Kinchion  Lee, 
$19;  Mrs.  Liszie  M.  Croft,  $23.40;  W.  M. 
Reese,  $40;  Mrs.  Lottie  Melton,  $46.80;  the 


District 

District  Rounds 

OPELIKA  DISTRICT 
Third  Round — Ashland  Ct.,  May  20-22; 
Lineville,  21,  22;  Rockford  Ct.,  28,  29;  Benson 
Ct.,  June  4,  6;  Sylacauga  Ct,  11,  12;  Alex¬ 
ander  City,  17-19;  Kellyton,  18,  19;  West 
Point,  26,  27;  Lanette  Mission,  26,  26;  La- 


Rev.  P.  H.  KeUey,  $71.10;  Mrs.  P.  H.  K«Dey, 
$60;  Ed.  Winkflcld,  $14.10;  Lindsey  Melton, 
$20;.  Mrs.  Mattie  Winkfield,  $72.44;  Thomas 
Owens,  $80;  J.  H.  Club,  $46;  Sunday  scho<dA 
$10;  G.  M.  C.  Club,  $14.66;  Brother  Hood,^ 
$127;  Mrs.  Elisa  Toles,  $27;  Mrs.  Lula  B. 
Autry,  $87.80;  Theopolis  Boyd,  $6.10;  Mrs. 
Mary  Hugul^,  $16.^;  Prof.  H.  A.  Carlilse, 
$21;  Curtis  Turner,  ^.26;  Pinky  Morgan, 
$12;  Alto  Harris,  $18;  Miss  Jimmie  Carlilse, 
^8;  grand  total,  $826.29. — The  Rev.  P.  H. 
Kelley,  Pastor. 

Knoxville,  Tenn. — The  Vine  Avenue  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  after  a  season  of 
apparent  lethargy  and  indifference,  has  taken 
on  new  life  under  the  wise  and  efficient  leader¬ 
ship  of  our  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
Sherrill.  New  members  are  being  constantly 
added  to  the  roll  of  membership.  All  of  the 
clubs  and  auxiliaries  are  alive  to  action  and 
new  clubs  are  being  organised.  Recently  a 
rally  was  held  to  liquidate  the  indebtedness 
of  the  church.  The  first  report  showed  that 
the  members  gave  over  $1,600  as  a  free-will 
offering,  and  it  is  believed  that  when  the 
final  reports  are  all  in  the  amount  will  ex¬ 
ceed  $2,000.  This  drive  was  directed  by  Mrs. 
Martha  Smith  as  general.  As  usual,  she 
showed  that  she  stUl  possesses  the  sterling 
qualities  of  leadership.  Mrs.  Linda  Drake, 
one  of  the  pioneer  workers  of  the  church,  and 
one  of  the  captains  in  the  drive,  raised  more 
than  twice  as  much  as  any  other  two  cap¬ 
tains.  Evangelistic  services  were  conducted 
from  April  20  to  May  4,  with  the  Rev.  J.  W..^ 
Golden,  noted  evangelist,  in  charge.  HIim 
reputation  as  an  evangelist  has  preceded  hin^ 
from  other  fields.  A  clear-cut  exposition  of 
the  Scriptures  characterizes  every  sermon 
that  he  delivers.  A  full  report  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  will  be  given  later.  A  secretary  of  good 
literature  has  been  appointed  in  the  person 
of  Mrs.  Jas.  G.  Beck,  and  she  expects  to 
place  the  Southwestern,  with  other  literature 
of  the  church,  in  every  home  in  this  congre¬ 
gation,  with  the  able  assistance  of  her  com¬ 
mittee. — Reporter. 

Temple,  Texas — St.  James  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  is  on  the  upward  move.  We 
have  advanced  along  all  lines.  April  17  was 
a  high  day  with  us;  our  Easter  exercise  was 
fine.  Mrs.  B.  Z.  Wallace,  conductor,  had 
things  well  in  hand,  and  everyone  played 
their  part  well,  after  which  the  pastor  called 
for  the  reports  of  the  four  governors:  Mrs. 
Clara  Sykes,  governor  of  Texas,  $90;  Mrs. 
Zora  Miller,  governor  of  Kansas,  $62.60;  Mrs. 

E.  L.  Beal,  governor  of  Louisiana,  $^.60; 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Bulerson,  governor  of  California, 
$34.40;  grand  total,  $216.40.  We  raised  our 
full  quota  for  World  Service,  which  was 
$160.  The  pastor  and  members  are  all  smiles 
over  this  effort.  With  a  supplemental  report 
from  each  governor,  Monday  night,  April  24^ 
brought  our  total  up  to  $247.  We  are  lool^P 
ing  forward  to  greater  things  this  year.  Our 
Bro.  Hood  shared  in  this  drive,  and  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  also.  May  the  Lord  bless  the 
people  of  St.  James.  We  have  our  auxiliaries 
at  work  and  they  are  doing  fine  work  with 
their  most  worthy  presidents.  We  are  saying 
to  the  men  of  the  San  Angelo  District,  “Let’s 
go  forward  in  Kingdom  building.”  We  are 
starting  our  drive  for  the  renovation  of  our 
parsonage,  which  we  hope  to  begin  not  later 
than  the  first  of  June.  The  pastor  is  put¬ 
ting  forth  every  effort  to  advance  the  work. 
We  are  hoping  that  we  will  be  able  to  be  in 
our  parsonage  by  our  District  Conference 
and  be  able  to  go  to  the  District  Conference 
with  a  good  report  for  Pensions  and  Relief. 
We  are  praying,  paying,  and  working  here, 
for  we  know  if  this  job  is  put  over  it  means 
untiring  labors. — Mrs.  M.  E.  Hill,  Reporter. 


Activities 

fayette,  July  1-8;  Lafayette  Ct.,  2,  8;  Roan¬ 
oke  Ct.,  8-10;  Rocky  Mount  Ct.,  9,  10; 

Points  Ct,  16,  17;  Wedowee  Ct,  28,  2^1 
Stevens  Mission,  80,  81;  Dadeville  Ct.,  Auguv 
6,  7;  Opelika,  6-7;  Talladega,  20,  21;  Talla¬ 
dega  Mission,  21;  Mt.  Godfrey,  9.  The  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  will  be  held  August  10-14  at 
Lineville,  Ala. 
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•  TUSCALOOSA  DISTRICT 
Third  Round^Mt  Sterling  Ct.,  May  28, 
29;  Roxey  Mission,  27;  Mantua  Ct.,  June  3- 
Butaw  and  Springfield, 
17-19;  Tuscaloosa  Station,  24-26;  Akron  Ct., 
Oak  Grove,  8-10;  Newbern  and 
Wathal,  9,  10;  Marion  Station,  15-17;  Mari¬ 
etta  Ct,  16,  17;  Bessemer  Station,  22-24; 
Reeders,  23,  24;  Gainesville  Ct.,  29-31;  Clin¬ 
ton  Ct.,  August  6-7;  District  Conference,  17- 
21.  Brethren:  Plan  now  to  get  your  Area 
Council  expense.  The  bishop  requests  that 
we  send  it  in  at  an  early  date.  Put  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  in  every 
home.  We  must  help  put  over  the  entire 
program  of  the  church.  Great  revivals  are 
essential.  Yours  in  Christ,  R.  R.  Williams, 
Dist,  Supt. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

BATESVILLE,  ARK. 

On  March  18  the  second  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  at  Sidney,  with  the  Rev. 
J.  H.  Hatchett,  district  superintendent  of 
.  the  Forrest  City  District,  in  the  chair.  We 
had  a  ^eat  quarter.  The  superintendent 
at  his  best  and  we  all  were  made  to 
Wieel  glad.  He  is  the  man  of  the  hour.  We 
paid  him  in  full,  and  the  effect  was  shown 
^  great  storm  from  that  charge  which 
passed  over  the  parsonage  at  Batesvllle  and 
left  a  number  of  pounds  of  groceries,  which 
made  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Stokes  and  wife  rejoice. 
—Reporter. 

BRANDON,  MISS. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Brandon  circuit  convened  at  St.  James  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  May  16,  with  our 
most  eflScient  district  superintendent,  the  Rev. 

presiding.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  and  opened  by  the  superin¬ 
tendent.^  After  making  some  timely  remarks 
concerning  the  upbuilding  and  progress  of 
the  district,  he  then  proceeded  with  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Conference.  A  number  of  oflicials 
were  present  with  written  reports,  which  were 
very  encouraging  to  the  superintendent. 
After  the  business  session  the  good  ladies 
of  bt.  James  spared  no  pains  in  making  the 
visitors  feel  at  home  by  spreading  a  larire 
dinner  before  them.  At  night  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liams  preached  a  most  wonderful  sermon  to 
a  very  appreciative  audience  from  Matt.  1. 

2o.  Our  hearts  were  made  to  feel  glad.  He 
carefully  laid  the  program  of  the  church  ‘ 
(Ijj^rore  us  and  urged  us  to  put  it  over.  Cen-  ■ 
•*nng  our  minds  on  this  one  thought,  great  ' 
wings  are  in  store  for  those  only  who  work.  ' 
We  feel  mucli  encouraged  to  go  forward  1 
Since  his  visit  to  us,  and  earnestly  pray  that 
Oods  own  spirit  may  guide  him  as  he  tours  ' 
we  district.  He  was  paid  in  full,  $27.26.—  < 
Mrs.  Ina  A.  Taper,  Reporter. 


CORINTH,  MISS. 

w  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 

-  Myriah  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
held  May  6-8,  with  the  Rev.  B.  W.  Wynn, 
’  district  superintendent,  presiding.  After  de- 
j  votions  the  regular  business  of  the  Conference 
was  resumed.  The  reports  of  the  pastor  and 
ofiicers  showed  a  spiritual  and  financial  prog- 
I  ress  of  the  church.  The  man  power  of  the 
church  is  being  aroused  and  Mt.  Marriah  is 
taking  on  new  life.  The  young  people  are 
;  entering  gleefully  into  the  work  of  the  church 
and  great  work  is  being  accomplished.  After 
the  reports  the  district  superintendent  spoke 
enthusiastically  on  loyalty  and  the  necessity 
of  each  man  rallying  earnestly  to  World  Serv- 
ice.  Some  of  the  officers  saw  the  Importance 
of  World  Service  as  never  before,  and  have 
pledged  their  support  to  the  church’s  need, 
after  which  the  pastor  clinched  more  firmly 
what  had  been  said.  Then  suddenly  he  began 
singing  “Bringing  in  the  Sheaves.”  The  wind 
was  calm,  but  a  great  storm  arose,  forcing 
IK  way  through  the  main  entrance  of  the 
church,  led  by  Prof.  W.  R.  Adams  and  the 
loyal  menibers  of  the  church,  who  brought 
many  choice  groceries  and  presented  to  the 
district  superintendent.  The  Rev.  Wynn  gave 
his  hearty  thanks  for  the  very  happy  sur¬ 
prise  and  the  kind  remembrance  by  the  pas¬ 
tor  and  church.  ^  ^ 

Sunday  was  a  high  day.  At  11  o’clock  an 
old-time  love  feast  was  conducted  by  the 
pastor.  The  evening  message  by  the  Rev. 
Wynn  was  a  spiritual  feast  indeed,  and  was 
enjoyed  by  all.  We  pray  that  this  young 
man  will  let  God  use  Wm  ever  to  His  honor 
and  glory.  Seventy-two  partook  of  the  holy 
communion,  which  was  very  impressive.  The 
district  superintendent  was  paid  In  full.  Col¬ 
lection  for  the  day  was  $28.  The  Rev.  Max¬ 
well  and  wife  wish  to  thank  the  good  people 
for  their  hearty  and  loyal  support.— Mrs. 
Reagusta  Maxwell,  Reporter. 

HUFSMITH,  TEXAS 
Salem  and  Springfield  Churches:  The 
Rev.  A.  J.  Newton,  our  district  superintend- 
preached  the  crucifixion  sermon  on  Good 
Friday  night  to  the  delight  of  all  who  heard 
mm.  On  April  16,  17,  our  second  Quarterly 
Conference  was  held  at  Springfield  Church, 
the  Rev.  A.  J.  Newton  presiding.  The  re¬ 
ports  from  the  officers  present  showed  prog¬ 
ress  in  church  activities;  paid  the  superin¬ 
tendent  in  full ;  raised  for  World  Service,  $62. 
The  superintendent  preached  at  11.30  A.  M. 
Sunday  and  carried  the  people  to  a  mount' 
of  vision.  One  member  was  added  to  the 
church  at  Springfield.  Sunday  night  the  su- 
perintendent  was  with  us  at  Salem  Church, 
Where  the  Blaster  program  was  rendered,  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mrs.  M.  A.  Pryorand.— Miss  Pre- 
tonia  Thomas,  Reporter. 


Vacation  Church  School  Days 

will  soon  be  here.  The  June  number  of 

The  Elementary  Magazine 

will  specialize  in  material  of  direct  assist- 
ance  to  workers  in  this  phase  of  the 
Church  School  field.  Among  other  ioter- 
esttng  articles  is  one  dealing  with  the  fine 
art  of  showing  pictures  to  children. 

Would  you  not  like  a  sample  copy  of 
this  magazine?  It  is  but  $i.oo  a  war,  or 
90c.  in  clubs  to  schools.  Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chicaco  Boston  Dotroit  Pittsburch 
Kansas  City  San  Francisco  Portland,  Ora. 


CHILTON,  TEXAS 
second  Quarterly  Conference  for  the 
Chilton  circuit  was  opened  Friday  night.  May 
0.  with  a  nianless  wedding  and  banquet  con- 
ducted  by  Mrs  F  D  Young  and  the  ladies 

rLif*'  Episcopal  Church, 

^niiton,  which  was  an  occasion  of  much  en- 

business  session  was  also  held 
«  bt.  Paul  Saturday  evening.  The  Rev.  J. 

.  Downs,  our  honored  district  superintend- 
hv  M Much  interest  was  manifested 
2  the  officials  present.  The  Rev.  Downs 
nelivered  a  wonderful  Mothers’  Day  message 
Sunday  morning  at  Foster’s  Chapel,  Moor- 
*nie,  and  spoke  again  at  8  P.  M.  to  a  crowded 
St.  Paul.  Both  messages  were  full 
thi.  The  administration  of 

of  thf ®  Supper  was  very  impressive,  some 
^Sir  n  I  ®  °  members  of  the  church  be- 
Present  to  partake.  Total  amount  raised 
W  he  day,  $88.  We  always  look  forward 

of  our  beloved 
M  for  his  councU  with 

inir  li*  Wisdom  and  his  sermons  upllft- 

•Pirit  tif  '^^th  the  working 

•Pnt  that  the  church  is  taking  on  under 


LEBANON,  TENN. 

Lebanon  circuit  held  its  third  Quarterly 
Conference,  May  7,  at  Bellwood,  with  the 
Rev.  W.  E.  Mitchell,  district  superintendent, 
presiding.  All  reports  were  good  and  showed 
process  along  all  lines.  The  Conference  was 
well  attended.  The  Sunday  school,  under  the 
leadership  of  our  local  preacher,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Seay,  raised  $26  for  World  Service. 
The  Rev.  Mitchell  made  a  stirring  address 
to  the  membership  in  general  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  requesting  them  to  raise  their  full  quota 
by  May  31.  To  further  encourage  them  in 
this  effort,  lie  paid  his  one  dollar  and  asked 
each  one  to  do  likewise.  Our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  J.  F.  Neal,  has  recently  married,  and 
h  s  people  are  rejoicing  with  him  and  wishing 
success  and  joy.  Amount  raised. 
$36. — Wm.  Seay,  District  Steward. 

LOUISVILLE,  MISS. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
April  2,  8.  Quite  a  number  of  officers  were 
present  with  good  reports.  Our  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  the  Rev.  C.  V.  Heffner,  opened 
the  Conference  by  bringing  to  us  a  message 
on  World  Service  and  the  duty  of  the  church. 


-  The  pastor’s  report  was  read  and  showed  im- 

‘  o"  J'ues.  The  Rev.  A.  A. 

Louisville  charge,  came  over  in 
the  afternoon  and  gave  us  some  most  en- 
coura^ng  remarks.  On  Sunday  Dr.  Heffner 
preached  two  strong  sermons  which  seemed 
;  to  impress  the  entire  congregation.  The  pas- 

-  tors  salary  was  increased  $100,  and  the  su- 

*  suluiT  was  also  increased. 

1  Faid  the  superintendent  in  full,  $22.60.  To¬ 
tal  raised  Saturday  and  Sunday,  $43.— L.  D. 

,  Campbell,  Pa.stor;  Katie  Gardner,  Reporter. 

MARION,  N.  C. 

On  March  25  the  Rev.  N.  J.  Pass  was  with 
us  and  held  his  second  Quarterly  Conference. 

^  ihe  business  session  was  held  on  Friday  night 
Md  the  officers  made  good  reports.  On  Sun- 
day  night  the  Rev.  Pass  preached  a  soul- 
stirring  sermon  to  a  full  house.  He  was  paid 
in  full,  $30. — Mrs.  Idella  Erwin,  Reporter. 

McNAIR,  MISS. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  McNair 
charge  was  held  March  19,  20,  at  Crown 
Point  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  the 
Key.  J.  R.  Ross,  district  superintendent,  pre¬ 
siding  in  his  usual  cheerful  manner.  Just 
before  dispatching  the  business  of  the  Con¬ 
ference,  Dr.  Ross  gave  a  most  interesting 
talk  to  officers  and  members,  after  which  the 
roll  was  called.  Most  of  the  officers  were 
present  with  written  reports.  Paid  the  su¬ 
perintendent  in  full,  notwithstanding  the 
downpour  of  rain  and  wind  which  followed 
and  cut  short  our  service  and  congregation. 
The  spirit  of  progress  is  seen  and  felt  along 
an  lines  of  church  work  under  the  new  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  I.  S.  Thomas,  who  is  leaving 
no  stone  unturned.  He  did  quite  a  bit  of 
beautifying  in  observing  clean-up  week.  We 
hope  to  make  this  a  great  year  for  Kingdom 
building  “Over  the  top”  is  our  motto.— 
M.  A.  Nelson,  Reporter. 

MONTGOMERY,  ALA. 

St.  P^  Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  Our 
second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  May 
6-8,  with  the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  P. 

P.  Wright,  presiding.  He  delivered  two 
powerful  sermons  on  Sunday  to  the  delight 
of  all  who  heard  him.  Reports  showed  an 
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Roster  of  District  Conferences  for  1927  Season 

We  will  cheerfully  make  any  correction*  or  entries  where  necessary.  A  postcard  request  is  all 
that  is  expected.  District  Supwntendents  will  kindly  enter  their*  as  early  as  possible. 

District  Place  Date  Diet.  Supt. 

La  Teche . Napoleonville,  La . June  22-26 . JL  Daniels 

Oklahoma . ^ley>  OUa . . . July  6-10 . J.  H.  E31is 

Sumter . Camden,  S.  C . July  6-10 . A.  G.  Townsend 

San  Angdo. . . Brady,  IVxas . July  12-17 . S.  E.  Blacknell 

Wayeroas . So.  End,  Patterson.  Ga . July  14-17 . W.  H,  Odum 

Nayaaota . Hempstasd,  Texas . July  19-24 . A.  J.  Nee^n 

Murfreeslmro . Cookeville,  Tenn . July  10-24 . F.  N.  Collier 

New  Orleans . Bosalusa,  La. . July  20-24 . M.  R.  Wj^er 

Gulfport . .Escatawpa.  Miss . July  20-24 . E.  A.  Wilson 

Vieksburs . Bolton,  Mias . July  27-21 . J.  K  Rw 

Brookhaven . Haslehurst,  Mias . July  27-21 . G.  W.  Crfenian 

Montcomery . Booth,  Ala. . July  27-21 . P.  P.  Wrisht 

Waynesboro . Sylvania,  Ga . July  28-21 . J.  S.  Slxlpliw 

Hattiesburg . State  Line,  Miss . Aug.  2-  7 . W.  H.  Smith 

Hannibal . Moberly,  Mo . Aug.  2-7 . C.  8.  We^r 

Jackson . Benton,  Mias . Aug.  4-7 . J.  S.  Williams 

Memphis . Alamo,  Tenn . Aug.  10-14 . .W.  B.  Crenshaw 

Kansas  City . Kansas  City.  Mo . Aug.  10-14 . .E.  W.  Hannah 

Alexandria . Leesburg,  Va . Aug.  16-21 . J.  U.  King 


increaee  along  all  lines.  Paid  pastor,  $128; 
trustees,  $88;  World  Service,  ^2;  Pension 
and  Relief,  $8;  district  superintendent,  $18; 
raised  for  all  purposes,  $298.  St.  Pa^  has 
been  underestimated,  but  she  is  coming  and 
is  fast  taking  her  place  among  the  leading 
appointments  in  the  Central  Alabama  Con¬ 
ference.  We  have  some  of  the  most 
members  to  be  found  in  Methodism. — ^The 
Rev.  F.  J.  Jacobs,  Pastor;  Maxine  Jacobs, 
Reporter. 

RADFORD,  VA. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Radford  Charge  was  held  at  Mt.  Olive  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Rock  Road,  May  7, 
8.  The  business  session  was  held  Saturday 
evening  at  8.80,  the  district  superintendent. 
Rev.  A.  Davis,  presiding.  All  officers  were 
present  with  their  reports,  which  showed 
much  progress  under  the  leadership  of  our 
beloved  pastor,  the  Rev.  R.  M.  Green.  Our 
Sunday  school  is  increasing  in  number  and 
progressing  nicely  under  the  leadership  of 
its  most  efficient  superintendent,  Mr.  T.  G. 
Gunn,  and  his  loyal  teachers.  Sunday,  May 
8,  was  class  rally  day,  and  $5.20  was  raised 
for  current  expenses.  At  the  close  of  the 
class  period  a  missionary  program,  “Forgive¬ 
ness,”  was  rendered  by  the  juniors  and  $1 
was  raised  for  World  Service;  total,  $6.20 
raised  by  Sunday  school.  At  11  A.  M.  the 
district  superintendent  was  at  his  best.  He 
thrilled  the  hearts  of  his  hearers  by  a  ser¬ 
mon;  subject,  “The  Pre-eminence  of  Christ.” 
A<  8.30  P.  M.  a  Mothers’  Day  program  was 
rendered  which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Total 
raised  during  the  day,  $46.74.  Raised  this 
quarter  on  pastor’s  salary,  $140.39.  Of  this 
amount,  $49.26  was  raised  by  Rough  and 
Ready  Church.  Raised  for  parsonage  im¬ 
provements,  $262.42;  for  World  Service, 
$67.50.  The  superintendent  was  paid  in  full 
and  said  that  this  was  one  of  the  best  Quar¬ 
terly  Conferences  ever  held  by  him  on  this 
charge. — Mrs.  L.  V.  Green,  Reporter. 

VILLA  RICA,  GA. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Griffin  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
April  23,  24,  with  the  district  superintendent, 
Rev.  R.  T.  Jackson,  present.  At  11.46  Sat¬ 
urday  morning  he  preached  a  wonderful  ser¬ 
mon.  At  1.30  P.  M.  dinner  was  served  on 
the  grounds.  At  2.46  the  business  session 
was  held.  Every  phase  of  the  church  work 
was  cared  for.  A  number  of  the  officers 
were  present  with  good  reports.  Paid  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  in  full.  Total  amount 
raised  in  the  Conference,  $48.  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  at  9.30  o’clock  the  Sunday  school  was 
conducted,  and  at  11.30  A.  M.  the  district 
superintendent.  Rev.  R.  T.  Jackson,  was  at 
his  best  and  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon. 
Sunday  night  we  closed  out  with  a  message 
from  the  Rev.  M.  M.  Sumlin.  Total  collec¬ 
tion,  $84.53.  Our  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Cunningham,  is  loved  by  all.  He  is  a 
man  with  a  broad  vision  for  the  work  and 
Christ.— Miss  E.  Lewis,  Reporter. 

District  Conferences  and 
Conventions 

ATLANTA  DISTRICT  WORLD  SERV¬ 
ICE  ROLL  CALL 

Tuesday,  April  26,  1927,  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  and  pastors  of  the  Atlanta  Dis¬ 
trict  met  in  Central  Avenue  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Atlamta,  Ga.,  to  report  World 
Service  money  collected  before  and  on  Easter 
day.  Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson  presided  over 
this  meeting. 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  Queen,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  conducted  devotions.  After  this  serv¬ 
ice  he  presented  the  bishop,  who  gave  us  most 
helpful  Information  of  the  “World’s  Need  and 
Our  Responsibility  to  Help.”  He  said  that 
there  were  a  few  reasons  why  we  fall  short  in 
raising  World  Service  claims.  Some  reasons 
for  this  are  as  follows:  A  lack  of  real  love 
for  Christ  and  His  cause,  many  pastors  fail 
to  recognixe  their  individual  responsibility 
and  obligations  to  this  cause  and  fall  to  carry 
out  the  same;  that  is,  many  pastors  fail  to 
give  to  the  “World  Service  Cause.”  They  fail 
to  inform  the  people  of  the  world’s  need  and 
what  the  World  Service  is  doing  for  them. 


He  urged  the  pastors  to  give  to  this  worthy 
cause  as  God  prospers  them,  and  stimulate 
their  people  by  informing  them  of  the  all¬ 
importance  of  this  cause  for  the  extension  of 
God’s  kingdom  throughout  the  world. 

After  this  wonderful  address  the  follow¬ 
ing  charges  reported:  Ariel  Bowen,  $100; 
Battle  Hill,  $62;  Central  Ave.,  $660;  Edge- 
wood,  — ;  Ladds  Street,  $70;  Rockdale  Park, 
$65;  South  Atlanta,  $80;  Warren  Memorial, 
.^67;  Burns  and  Powdl,  $78;  Grantville, 
.$140;  Hogansville  Ct.,  $90;  Hogansville  and 
Corinth,  ^0;  Jones  and  Smith,  $51;  Luthers- 
ville,  $62;  Marietta,  $36;  Newnan  Station, 
$136;  Newnan  Circuit,  $60;  total,  $2311.  This 
is  more  than  $600  in  advance  over  that  of 
last  year  at  this  time.  We  all  rejoiced  over 
this  wonderful  achievement  made. 

District  Superintendents,  the  Rev.  N.  J. 
Croliey,  of  the  Gainesville  District,  and  the 
Rev.  D.  H.  Stanton,  of  the  Griffin  District, 
were  presented  and  spoke  very  encouragingly 
of  our  work. 

This  closed  the  happiest  and  most  inspiring 
“World  Service  Roll  Call”  held  on  the  At¬ 
lanta  District  in  any  previous  years. — Rev. 
J.  W.  Queen,  District  Superintendent;  H.  E. 
Burns,  Secretary. 

GREENWOOD  AND  DURANT  DIS¬ 
TRICT  COUNCIL 

The  joint  session  of  the  Greenwood  and 
Durant  Districts  convened  in  Haven  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Winona,  Miss.,  April 
25,  1927.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  the  Rev.  D.  Green,  superintendent  of  the 
Greenwood  District.  The  devotional  was 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Holmes.  F.  P. 
Leonard  was  elected  secretary  of  the  joint 
District  Council  and  reporter  to  the  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate.  The  Revs.  E. 
R.  Miller,  E.  H.  Holmes,  and  R.  B.  Adams 
were  appointed  financial  committee.  Bishop 
Jones,  unable  to  be  present,  was  represented 
by  Dr.  I.  G.  Penn,  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Education.  The  Rev.  Green  called  the  roll 
of  the  Greenwood  District.  In  spite  of  the 
fact  that  part  of  the  Greenwood  District  was 
inundated  by  the  Mississippi  River  flood,  and 
the  absence  of  three  of  the  ministers  by  rea¬ 
son  of  the  flood,  the  Greenwood  District  laid 
on  the  table  for  World  Service  $1,612,  which 
marked  a  considerable  increase  over  last 
year’s  Easter  collection. 

The  roll  call  of  the  Durant  District  was 
calied  by  the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  C. 
V.  Heffner,  and  the  Durant  District  laid  on 
the  table  for  World  Service  $1348.70,  which 
was  also  an  advance  over  last  year’s  Easter 
collection,  thug  giving  a  total  for  the  two 
districts  of  $2,966.70.  After  this  amount  of 
cash  was  raised  in  currency  and  cashier’s 
checks,  pledges  were  taken  which  are  to  be 
paid  by  May  81.  The  pledges  of  the  pastors 
of  the  Greenwood  District  amounted  to  $206, 
and  the  pledges  of  the  pastors  of  the  Durant 
District  amounted  to  ^16,  giving  a  total  in 
pledges  of  $621,  which  will  be  a  grand  total 
for  the  year  ending  May  81,  1927,  of  $3,476.70 
for  the  two  districts. 

This  was  done  in  the  spirit  of  “The  yoke 
is  easy  and  the  burden  is  light.”  And  so 
shall  the  work  of  the  Greenwood  and  Durant 
Districts  move  on  under  the  brotherly  and 
efficient  leadership  of  the  Revs.  D.  Green  and 
C.  V.  Heffner. 

Having  finished  the  business  of  the  day. 


Dr.  Penn  addressed  the  brethren  in  a 
brotherly  yet  manly  manner.  Among  the 
many  good  things  which  he  impressed  in¬ 
delibly  upon  our  hearts  was  the  imperative 
necessity  of  standing  by  Rust  College  and 
Gulfside.  As  always,  we  appreciated  the 
presence  and  message  of  Dr.  Penn. 

The  distinguished  visitors  who  greeted  our 
Council,  were:  The  Revs.  A.  G.  Cole,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Holly  Springs  District ;  E.  A. 
May,  pastor  of  the  Grenada  charge;  and 
Sister  Mary  E.  Jones  (evangelist).  All  gave 
timely  remarks.  The  manner  in  which  Dr. 
Scarborough  and  his  good  people  received 
and  stood  by  the  Council  shall  never  be  for-^H 
gotten. — F.  P.  Leonard,  Reporter. 

HOLLY  SPRINGS  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

• 

The  Holly  Springs  District  Council  met  in 
Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Holly 
Springs,  Miss.,  April  29,  with  the  Rev.  A. 

G.  Cole  in  the  chair.  Owing  to  high  water 
conditions.  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  was  absent. 

After  devotions,  conducted  by  A.  G. 
Marshall,  the  district  superintendent  stated 
the  object  of  the  meeting,  which  was  to  re¬ 
ceive  reports  from  each  (marge  of  the  amount 
raised  for  World  Service  on  Easter.  G. 
Orange  was  elected  secretary;  and  G.  M. 
Chislom,  A.  G.  Marshall,  and  S.  J.  Mack  were 
elected  finance  committee. 

The  charges  reported  as  follows:  Abbeville, 
$100;  Alesville,  $77;  Batesville,  $12.60;  Gren¬ 
ada,  $300;  Grenada  Ct.,  $16;  Hernando,  $10; 
Holly  Springs,  $300;  Holly  Springs  Ct., 
$51.80;  New  Albany,  $218;  New  Albany  Ct., 
$23;  Oxford,  $160;  Pontotoc,  $136;  Pontotoc 
Ct,  $30;  Potts  Camp,  $36;  Potts  Camp  Ct, 

$8;  Ripley,  $126;  Ripley  Ct.,  $60;  Sarclis  and 
Sprin^ll,  $76;  Watervalley,  $20;  other  col¬ 
lections,  ^7 ;  grand  total,  $1,770. 

There  were  some  distinguished  visitors 
present.  Dr.  L.  M.  McCoy,  president  of  Ru^jj^ 
College,  made  a  strong  address  on  the  finamK 
clal  needs  of  Rust  College.  Each  pastor  an<P^ 
lavman  pledged  himself  to  stand  by  the 
school  and  come  up  with  a  good  financial 
report  on  May  81.  The  Rev.  C.  W.  Butler, 
of  the  Clarksdale  District,  made  a  strong 
speech.  He  stated  that  notwithstanding  the 
high  water,  his  district  raised  $1,000  for 
World  Service.  The  Rev.  W.  N.  Redmond, 
pastor  of  St.  James,  CJolumbus,  Miss.,  spoke 
encouragingly  to  the  Council. — A.  G.  Cole, 
District  Superintendent;  G.  Orange,  Secre¬ 
tary  and  Reporter. 

OCALA  DISTRICT  GROUP  MEETING 

The  Ocala  District  group  meeting,  called 
by  the  superintendent.  Rev.  F.  E.  Welch,  con¬ 
vened  in  Halls  Chapel  at  Rochelle,  Fla.,  April 
18,  1927.  The  superintendent  conducted  the 
devotional  services,  which  made  a  lasting  im¬ 
pression  on  its  hearers.  The  superintendent 
stated  that  the  nature  of  the  meeting  was  to 
inspire  and  receive  reports  of  money  col¬ 
lected  for  World  Service. 

The  Rev.  P.  R.  Dukes  was  elected  secre¬ 
tary;  the  Rev.  J.  W  Robinson,  treasurM, 
Prof.  A.  C.  Kelly,  assistant;  the  Rev.  W.  ^ 
McCloud,  receipt  writer;  Mrs.  Lena  Heq|||| 
ricks,  reporter  to  the  Southwestern  Christl^^ 
Advocate.  . 

Reports  from  the  several  charges  showw 
that  the  district  is  wide  awake.  The  district 
had  raised  for  World  Service  since  last  An¬ 
nual  ConferenceHuntil  date  of  meeting,  as  fol- 
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lows:  Cotton  Plant  and  Orange  Lake,  {8; 
Citra,  $21;  Freedom,  $1S;  Waldo  and  Free 
.Canaan,  $87;  Hawthorne,  $58;  Lake  Jelford 
And  Interlachen,  $20;  Reddick,  $21;  Santos, 
^11;  Storke  and  Pleasant  Groye,  $116;  Mi- 
canopf  and  Rochelle,  $88;  Lowell  and  Fair- 
field,  $26;  Debose  Chapel,  $19;  Kendricks, 
$5.20;  Romes,  $2;  with  a  few  other  charges 
that  reported  later,  made  a  total  for  the  dis¬ 
trict  World  Service,  $477.20;  Episcopal 
Fund,  $19;  total,  $496.20. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  12.80,  and  the 
ladies  had  prepared  a  sumptuous  dinner, 
which  everyone  enjoyed  to  the  highest. 

The  meeting  re-assembled  at  2  o’clock,  to 
conclude  the  work  of  the  morning  session 
and  arrange  the  program  for  the  Sunday- 
school  convention,  which  will  convene  at 
Starke,  Fla.,  in  June. — Reporter, 

SAN  ANTONIO  DISTRICT  CONFER¬ 
ENCE 

The  District  Conference  of  the  San  Antonio 
District  met  at  Jones  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Kenwood,  of  which  the  Rev. 
C.  E.  White  is  pastor.  The  devotional  serv¬ 
ice  was  conducted  by  the  pastor,  after  which 
the  efficient  district  superintendent.  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Millan,  made  some  enthusiastic  remarks,  and 
in  turn  presented  the  Rev.  Mosby,  of  Cuero, 
who  in  befitting  words  spoke  of  the  sacrificial 
offering  of  Christ,  who  gave  his  life  for  us. 
The  sacrament  was  then  offered,  after  which 
tlie  pastors  rendered  their  reports.  Most  of 
^  the  reports  showed  an  increase  over  last  year. 
^  Dr.  Edmondson  and  the  Rev.  Bruton,  of 
^^the  Austin  District,  made  some  timely  re¬ 
marks.  The  Rev.  Whitaker  then  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  Conference  a  subject  we  so  much 
needed  to  know,  “The  Challenge  Before  the 
Church.”  1.  The  task  of  strengthening  the 
home  bases,  (a)  Campaign  of  Evangelism. 
2.  Systematic  giving.  3.  A  new  vision  of  the 
value  of  the  young  life. 

The  Rev.  R.  S.  Mosley,  of  Cuero,  gave  the 
Conference  in  a  very  unique  way,  “The 
Church  and  Its  Organization.”  Those  who 
served  on  committees  and  in  other  phases 
of  the  District  Conference  session  were  as 
follows:  The  Rev.  C.  W.  Franklin,  secretary; 
the  Rev.  J.  W,  Weakly,  World  Service  treas¬ 
urer;  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Whitaker,  district  ex¬ 
pense  treasurer;  the  Revs.  H.  O.  McCutchin, 
M.  W.  Stevens,  J.  F.  Muse,  auditing  commit¬ 
tee;  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Russell,  statistician. 
There  was  preaching  each  day  at  eleven  and 
at  night.  The  sermon  of  each  minister  was 
Well  seasoned  with  thought  as  well  as  spirit¬ 
ual  fervor. 

Dr.  McMillan  presided  in  such  a  fatherly 
way  over  the  Conference,  and  with  the  dignity 
that  only  befits  a  district  superintendent.  On 
Friday  night  the  Samuel  Hustcm  College  en- 
^  tertained  the  Conference  with  a  grand  mu- 
ilical,  to  the  delight  of  all.  Dr,  Farmer,  dean 
•of  Samuel  Huston,  delivered  an  interesting 
lecture.  Thirty-two  dollars  were  raised  for 
Samuel  Huston  College.  Our  World  Service 
showed  an  increase  over  last  year.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  given  the  Rev.  C.  E. 
Whitaker  and  his  good  wife  and  members  for 
the  fine  way  in  which  they  took  care  of  the 
Conference. 

The  Rev.  Ellison,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Victoria  District;  and  the  Rev.  A.  M. 
Mason,  also  of  the  Victoria  District,  were 
visitors  to  the  Conference.— Rev.  H.  O.  Mc¬ 
Cutchin. 


Obituaries 

CRAWFORD — Miss  Venia  Crawford,  a 
faitliful  member  of  St.  Mark  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  DeKalb,  Miss.,  was  called  from 
labor  to  reward  February  26,  1927.  She 
joined  the  church  about  forty  years  ago  and 
lived  a  devoted  Christian  life.  She  served 
Sunday-school  teacher  for  many  years, 
bhc  leaves  three  sisters,  two  brothers,  and  a 
best  of  relatives  and  friends  to  mourn  her 
departed  life.— The  Rfev.  E.  H.  WUliams, 
^rastor;  Miss  Hezzie  C.  Scott,  Reporter. 

J^®^®LLBTE — On  Sunday,  February  20, 
ffloom  was  cast  over  the  entire  commu¬ 
nity  of  Opelousas,  La.,  when  the  body  of 
Uncoln  Estellete  was  borne,  by  his  sorrowing 
^mrades,  to  its  last  resting  place.  Young 
Kstcllete  was  loved  by  all  who  knew  him. 


as  attested  by  over  a  thousand  persons  who 
viewed  the  corpse  as  it  lay  in  state  in  St. 
Mark’s  Church.  The  Rev.  Smith  delivered 
the  funeral  oration.  The  bereaved  fsunily 
wishes  to  thank  the  many  friends  who  so 
valiantly  stood  by  them  in  their  hours  of  sor¬ 
row. — M.  R.  Mantell,  Reporter. 

HAMMONDS — Beulah  Harris  Hammonds, 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Harris, 
was  bom  in  Morristown,  Tenn.,  December  12, 
1877.  She  departed  this  life  February  26, 
1927.  She  gave  her  heart  to  God  when  she 
was  about  murteen  years  of  age,  and  joined 
the  Methodist  Church.  Throughout  her  life 
she  lived  a  life  of  usefulness  and  service  in 
the  church,  Sunday  school,  and  community  in 
which  she  lived.  When  but  a  girl  she  was 
married  to  Mr.  William  Hammonds,  with 
whom  she  lived  for  thirty-two  years.  Mrs. 
Hammonds  was  a  devoted  v^fe,  dutiful 
daughter,  and  a  loving  sister.  Her  character 
and  Christian  life  was  beautiful.  She  leaves 
to  mourn  a  husband,-  mother,  three  sisters, 
one  brother,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and 
friends. — Reporter. 

HUGHES — Dr.  Andrew  J.  Hughes  answered 
the  roll  call  Sunday  morning,  January  16, 
1927,  after  a  lingering  illness  of  a  year,  more 
or  less.  He  was  one  of  the  outstanding  min¬ 
isters  of  the  East  Tennessee  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  for  years,  having  served  some  of  its 
leading  appointments.  Dr.  Hughes  has  had 
the  advantage  of  the  average  minister  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  having 
traveled  over  the  United  States  and  foreign 
lands  as  a  member  of  the  Original  Fisk  Ju¬ 
bilee  Singers.  He  served  four  years  as  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  of  the  Chattanooga  Dis¬ 
trict.  He  went  from  the  district  to  Esist 
Vine  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  Last  fall  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  from  the  East  Tennessee  Conference 
to  the  Tennessee  Conference,  and  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Seay  Memorial  Church,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  which  charge  he  was  serving  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Dr.  Hughes  was  a  great 
preacher,  thoroughly  prepared  musically,  a 
devoted  husband  and  a  loving  father.  He 
had  a  great  wife  by  his  side,  who  now  sur¬ 
vives  him.  A  wife  and  four  children  survive 
him.  Dr.  C.  K.  Brown,  pastor  Wiley  Me¬ 
morial  Church,  delivered  a  great  funeral  ora¬ 
tion,  after  which  the  following  ministers 
spoke,  touching  his  life:  Dr.  W.  E.  Mitchell, 
who  also  read  a  resolution  from  the  Min¬ 
isterial  Alliance  of  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Dr.  Jo¬ 
seph  Johnson,  pastor  Orchard  Knob  Mission¬ 
ary  Baptist  Church;  Dr.  Caldwell,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  and  J.  W. 
Sebastian,  who  also  sang  a  solo,  “Face  to 
Face.” — Rev.  J.  W.  Sebastian,  Reporter. 

Samuel  Huston  College 

COMMENCEMENT  EXERCISES 
MAY  26  TO  JUNE  1,  1927 

Wednesday,  May  26,  8.30  P.  M. — High- 
school  play,  “A  Poor  Married  Man.” 

Thursday,  May  26,  7  P.  M.— President’s 
reception  to  faculty  and  graduating  classes. 

Friday,  May  27,  8  P.  M. — Closing  exercises, 
Eliza  Dee  Home. 

Sunday,  May  29,  11  A.  M. — Baccalaureate 
sermon,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Leonard  Farmer, 
Ph.D.,  at  Wesley  Chapel. 

Monday,  May  30,  9  A.  M.— Exhibits.  8 
P.  M. — Graduating  exercises  of  high  school; 
address  by  Mr.  George  T.  Blud worth.  State 
supervisor  of  Negro  education. 

Tuesday,  May  31,  11  A.  M. — Annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  board  of  trustees.  3  P.  M. — College 
class  day  exercises.  7  P.  M. — Inauguration 
of  Thomas  Russell  Davis,  A.M.,  as  president 
of  college.  8.30  P.  M. — Annual  meeting  of 
Alumni  Association. 

Wednesday,  June  1,  10  A.  M. — Commence¬ 
ment;  address  by  the  Rev.  W.  F.  Bryan, 
D.D.,  pastor  First  Methodist  Church,  Austin. 

Commencement  Excersises 

HAVEN  TEACHERS’  COLLEGE 

College  Heights,  Meridian,  Miss. 

Friday,  May  27,  6  P.  M. — President’s  re¬ 
ception  to  faculty,  graduating  classes,  and 
alumni. 
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Sunday,  May  29,  3  P.  M. — Baccalaureate 
sermon  by  Rev.  A.  B.  Keeling,  A.B.,  B.D., 
Jackson,  Miss. 

Monday,  May  30,  3  P.  M. — High-school 
class  exercises. 

Monday,  May  30,  8  P.  M. — Concert. 

Tuesday,  May  31,  10  A.  M.— Final  chapel 
exercises,  distribution  of  prizes,  etc. 

Tuesday,  May  31,  3  P.  M.— College  class 
exercises  and  alumni  meeting. 

Tuesday,  May  31,  8  P.  M. — Opera,  “Captain 
Crossbones,”,  by  the  musical  department. 

Wednesday,  Jime  1,  10  A.  M. — Meeting  of 
board  of  trustees. 

Wednesday,  June  1,  8  P.  M. — Graduating 
exercises.  Commencement  address  by  Rev. 
A.  F.  Watkins,  D.D.,  pastor  Central  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  Meridian, 
Miss. 

Card  of  Thanks 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good 
people  of  the  Mississippi  Conference  for  their 
liberal  contributions  to  us  from  time  to  time. 
Bishop  Jones  lifted  a  heavy  burden  in  a  time 
of  distress.  The  names  are  as  follows:  the 
Revs.  L.  E.  Johnson,  Canton,  Miss.;  J.  W. 
Isable,  Yazoo  City;  M.  P.  Johnson,  Gulfport; 
Riley  Berry,  Yazoo  City;  H.  Holston,  Ben¬ 
ton.  All  of  the  above-named  ministers,  with 
their  good  people,  have  responded  wonder¬ 
fully  to  our  needs  in  a  needy  time.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  give  figures  later.  It  will  be  a 
long  time  before  we  can  go  back  to  our  field 
of  labor,  but  we  are  going  when  the  water 
recedes.  All  of  the  Craig  circuit  is  in  bad 
shape;  most  of  my  members  are  scattered 
about  from  place  to  place,  and  some  will  not 
return  again.  Then,  too,  those  who  are  to 
return  are  in  bad  circumstances.  The  water 
has  damaged  all  of  our  four  church  build¬ 
ings  and  parsonage,  but  we  shall  go  back 
and  do  the  best  we  can  with  God’s  help.  Wc 
are  yet  cheerful,  feeling  that  we  have  the 
sympathy  of  our  great  church.  God  bless 
our  bishop,  ministers,  and  laymen. — N.  Poe 
and  Family.  Present  address,  209  Yazoo 
Street,  Yazoo  City,  Miss. 

Woman’s  Column 

STOP— LOOK— READ  I 

The  date  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  Summer  School,  Gulfside,  Miss., 
has  been  changed  to  August  22-29,  inclusive. 
— Mrs.  Daisy  Bulkley-Taylor,  Dean. 
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Cotton  Plant,  Ark. — To  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Little  Rock 
Conference:  Dear  Sisters,  Brother  Pastors, 
and  District  Superintendent:  Our  district 
and  State  meeting  is  drawing  near.  The 
date  is  June  9-12,  and  the  place  is  Cotton 
-  -  ■  ■  ‘  Mrs.  A.  T. 


Tuskegee  Institute  Summer  Quarter 

TEN  WEEKS:  JUNE  6  TO  AUGUST  13 
Fiest  Tbrji :  June  6  to  July  9.  Second  Teem:  July  11  to  August  13. 

Redtaiions  tiz  days  in  the  week.  Twelve  weeks’  work  in  ten  weeks.  Credit  granted 
toward  High  School  and  Junior  College  Diplomas  in  Teacher  Training. 

Certificates  extended  and  renewed.  Registration  fee,  $3.50  for  one  term;  or  $6.00  for 
both  terms,  payable  in  advance.  Write  for  Catalog. 

R.  R.  MOTON,  Prlndpisl  B.  C.  ROBERTS,  DIrwtor 

TUSKEGEE,  ALABAMA 


Plant  We  are  looking  for  you.— 

Stephens. 

Jefferton,  Tewae. — Marshall  Di 
man’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
call  upon  the  presidents,  pastors,  and  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  in  God’s  name  to  help 
put  this  program  over  which  we  are  trying 
to  do,  that  Kingdom  building.  The  dis¬ 
trict  assesments  are  as  follows:  Dangerfleld 
Ct,  $11;  Woodlawn  Ct,  $10;  Smithland  Ct, 

$12;  Lodi  Ct,  $12;  Marshall  Ct,  $10;  Lan¬ 
caster  Ct,  $12;  Mallalieu,  $10;  St.  Paul,  Tex¬ 
arkana,  $12;  Jefferson  Valley  Plain,  $10; 

Queen  City,  $8;  Waskom  Ct,  $8;  Longview 
Ct.,  $5;  Ore  City  Ct.,  $6;  Harlton  Ct,  $12; 

Texarkana  Mission,  $6;  Pittsburg  Ct.,  $8; 

Ebeneser  Ct,  $5;  Concord  Ct,  $6;  Mineola 
and  Quitman,  $10;  Hawkins  Ct.,  $8.  Let  each 
one  of  the  presidents  feel  responsible  for  this 
work.  We  are  planning,  working,  and  pray¬ 
ing  that  each  of  us  w^  do  our  full  duty 
in  this  g^reat  work  for  the  cause  of  Christ 
As  we  climb,  let  us  lift  others  to  a  higher 
plane. — Mrs.  I.  Reeseman-Hants,  District 
President,  Jefferson,  Texas,  P.  O.  Box  124. 

Montrose,  Miss. — ^The  first  district  asso¬ 
ciation  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Meridian  District  convened  at 
Springhill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on 
the  Montrose  charge,  May  4.  Mrs.  Sadie 
Jones,  president,  presided.  The  service  be¬ 
gan  promptly  at  7.80  P.  M.,  with  W.  P.  Ward 
conducting  the  devotions.  The  Rev.  S.  L. 

Harrison,  pastor  of  Hickory  and  Newton, 
preached  the  missionary  sermon.  Mrs.  Jones 
read  her  report,  which  was  full  of  inspiration 
and  information  to  the  whole  district.  Sev¬ 
eral  addresses  were  made  pertaining  to  the 
work  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  Beal,  Mrs.  Jones,  Revs. 

Harrison  and  Ward,  and  others.  The  Rev. 

M.  P.  Johnson,  pastor  of  St.  Mark,  Gulfport, 
preached  the  annual  sermon  to  the  delight  of 
all.  We  welcome  him  at  all  times.  Pledges 
from  each  charge  were  as  follows:  Lake  Ct., 

$2.60 ;  Philadelphia,  $2 ;  Hickory,  $6 ;  St.  Paul, 

Meridian,  $8;  Haven  Chapel,  $6;  ^se  Hill, 

$4;  Montrose,  $6;  total  pledge  money,  $84.50; 
birthday  party  funds,  $4;  public  collection, 

$18.60;  total  raised,  $67.  The  convention 
came  to  a  close  with  a  fine  missionary  pag¬ 
eant.  Much  praise  must  be  given  to  the  Rev. 

Ward  and  his  good  people  for  the  fine  way  in 
whch  they  entertained  Oie  convention,  and  es¬ 
pecially  the  Misses.  Smiley  and  Moore,  who 
conducted  the  pageant.  The  next  convention 
will  convene  at  Hickory. — J.  S.  Beal,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Sylvania,  Oa. — The  second  District  Conven¬ 
tion  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety,  Waynesboro  District,  met  at  St.  An¬ 
drew  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sylvania, 

Ga.,  April  22-24.  This  meeting  was  one  of 
much  success,  and  was  far  ahead  of  that  of 
last  year.  The  Rev.  W.  H.  Gamble  preached 
the  introductory  sermon.  He  left  with  us 
a  message  that  will  be  long  remembered. 

Saturday  morning  we  had  with  us  our  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  the  Rev.  J,  S.  Stripling, 
who  gave  us  an  inspiring  message.  The  busi¬ 
ness  was  then  taken  up,  and  we  found  that 
all  of  our  auxiliary  presidents  present  had 
been  working;  and  hearing  the  various  re¬ 
ports  made  each  person  feel  zealous,  and  ? 
everybody  left  with  a  determination  to  do 
more.  Saturday  night  a  literary  program 
was  conducted  by  Miss  Sadie  Maltsby  and 
Mrs.  lola  Young;  also  echoes  from  the  na¬ 
tional  convention  by  Mrs.  E.  P.  Walker.  This 
was  both  interesting  and  inspiring.  Mrs. 

Martha  Brayboy  conducted  the  recreational 
part,  and  she  was  really  on  the  job.  Sunday 
morning  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Brayboy,  of  Syl¬ 
vania,  brought  us  another  great  message. 

Our  president,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Stripling,  made 
some  timely  remarks.  Among  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  guests  present  were  our  district  Elijah  Clay 

superintendent,  the  Rev.  P.  R.  Debose,  Mrs. . 

Overstreet,  and  others.  - 

was,  “How  To  Stimulate  More*  Interest  In 
the  Country  Parish.” 
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Educational  Trend 


Is  in  the  Direction  of  Definite  Objectives 


WILEY  COLLEGE 


and  other  Leading  Schools — whether  technical  or  liberal — more  and  more  are  stressing 
the  vocational  aspect  of  education. 

Teaching  is  done  with  an  idea  of  giving  the  student  not  only  general  culture,  but 
something  that  will  enable  him  to  fill  a  definite  place. 


THE  WILEY  SUMMER  SCHOOL 


which  opens  JUNE  6th  will  offer  the  largest  possible  choice  of  courses  for  specific 
training.  Write  for  bulletin. 


V.  E.  DANIEL,  Director 


M.  W.  DOGAN,  President 


MARSHALL,  TEXAS 


!,  and  I  wish  to  inquire  for  my  niece.  Miss  Pearlia 
!,  and  Skelton.  When  last  heard  of  she  was  fl 
back  Cleveland,  Ohio,  at  2329  Center  Ave.  Mir? 
3r  the  isters  will  please  make  this  inquiry  from  their 
Sadie  pulpits.  Any  information  will  be  highly  ap- 
Bel-  predated.  Notify  Will  Martin,  104  Cullum 
aanda  Ave.,  Dickson,  Tenn. 

nr^of  ^  wish  to  know  the  whereabouts  of  my 
etarv  '^'’o^her,  Simon  Benjamin  Allen  or  Gaines, 
Simn-  sisters,  Julia  and  Racheal  Allen  or 

Brav-  They  were  born  in  Boone  County, 

A’  Ky.  My  father  and  mother’s  names  were 
etarv*  Mary  Allen.  They  left  this  sec- 

^  tion  during  slavery.  Send  information  to 

,  George  Allen,  101  Summit!  Ave.,  Conners- 

neS 

3ecre-  SpCCkl  NoticCS 

The  new  address  of  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Darius 
is  2763  Columbia  Ave.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

I  wish  to  know  the  whereabouts  of  Ernest  Please  note  the  following  changes  in  the 
Jackson,  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epls-  plan  of  Conference  visitations:  Norwegian- 

copal  Church.  When  last  heard  of  about  two  Danish,  Brooklyn,  September  16  instead  of 

years  ago  he  was  in  Lake  Charles,  La.  Any  Philadelphia,  September  23.  Northern  Swed- 

information  will  be  appreciated  by  Isaac  ish,  Minneapolis,  not  St.  Paul.  Central  Ten- 

Jackson,  2624  Jackson  Avenue,  New  Orleans,  ncssee,  September  29  instead  of  October  6. 

Louisiana.  Sunday  School  and  Epworth  League 

I  wish  to  locate  my  cousin,  whose  name  Institute  of  the  Corpus  Christ!  District  VH 

was  George  Clay;  his  father’s  name  was  convene  July  20-24  at  Long  Mott,  Tex. 

~  and  mother,  Cornelia  Clay.  Rev.  W.  M.  White,  dean,  1109  Ramery  St* 

When  last  heard  of  was  in  Detroit,  Mich.  Corpus  Christ!,  Tex.;  the  Rev.  Ralph  W-  Al- 

The  topic  discussed  Any  information  will  be  greatly  appreciated,  len,  life  work  secretary,  P.  O.  Box  100,  Goli8<*» 

r' —  I..‘. - I.i  Send  to  Miss  Iva  Houston,  Rt.  2,  Box  26,  Tex.;  the  Rev.  Jesse  Hardemon,  manager, 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Nunally,  DeKalb,  Miss.  P,  O.  Box  100,  Goliad,  Tex.- 
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Personal  and  General 

— Dr.  R.  N.  Jones,  our  pastor  at  St.  Paul, 
Meridian,  has  been  ill  for  several  weeks,  but 
is  much  improved  at  this  writing.  We  wish 
for  Bro.  Jones  a  speedy  recovery. 

— Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Parker,  highest  nationai 
officer  of  the  Household  of  Ruth,  the  women’s 
amtiliary  of  the  Grand  United  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  of  America,  died  .Saturday,  May  14, 
1927.  Her  funeral  was  conducted  at  the 
Nineteenth  Baptist  Church,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  on  Thui'sday,  May  19. 

— ^The  Summer  School  of  Religious  Education 
for  pastors,  local  church  leaders,  and  Sun¬ 
day-school  workers  will  be  held  June  16-26, 
at  Waveland,  Miss.  The  faculty  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  the  Rev.  R.  N.  Brooks,  dean;  the  Rev. 
Wm.  Jones,  registrar;  the  Rev.  W.  J.  King, 
Mrs.  Georgia  L.  Lawson,  and  the  Rev.  J. 
C.  McMorries. 

— ^The  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church 
Extension  sends  Dr.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  di¬ 
rector  Bureau  of  Negro  Work,  throughout 
the  flood  area  of  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and 
Louisiana,  with  full  authority  to  give  imme¬ 
diately  aid  to  our  pastors  who  are  suffering 
as  a  result  of  the  flood.  Dr.  Hughes  pre¬ 
sents  a  thrilling  and  tragic  picture  of  the 
situation,  with  a  full  report  to  be  g^ven  in 
a  later  issue. 

—Philander  Smith  College,  Little  Rock,  has 
just  issued  a  bulletin  of  courses  offered  in 
the  summer  sessions  of  that  institution,  for 
the  benefit  of  those  seeking  teachers’  license 
and  those  students  desiring  to  pursue  fur¬ 
ther  academic  work  in  college  and  univer¬ 
sity.  Besides,  high-school  courses  are  given 
also  in  history,  chemistry,  education,  mathe¬ 
matics,  sociology,  psychology,  and  govern¬ 
ment.  President  Taylor  is  keeping  this  noted 
church  school  abreast  of  the  demands  of  the 
times.  * 

— Students  at  Morristown  Normal  and  In¬ 
dustrial  College,  Morristown,  Tenn.,  are  of¬ 
fered  enlarged  and  valuable  courses  in  cal- 
esthenics,  basket  ball,  tennis,  and  other  ath¬ 
letic  privileges  not  offered  by  any  similar 
institution  in  the  South,  due  to  the  fact  of 
completion  of  the  new  gymnasium  and  im¬ 
provement  of  the  splendid  athletic  field.  The 
“gym”  is  100  feet  by  60  feet,  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  to  be  found  anywhere. 
President  Hill  is  realizing  his  lifelong  hopes 
of  seeing  this  institution  rank  among  the 
foremost  institutions  for  colored  youth  in 
the  nation.  It  refiects  his  high  ideals  for 
Negro  youth,  and  is  a  monument  to  his  un¬ 
tiring  devotion  to  these  ends. 

— It  is  gratifying  that  a  member  of  the 
Negro  race  should  be  endorsed  unqualifiedly 
for  academic  honors  by  his  Southern  white 
neighbors.  Such  an  acknowledgment  of 
merit  has  come  to  Prof.  H.  E.  Archer,  head 
of  the  Department  of  Science  at  Clark  Uni¬ 
versity,  Atlanta,  Ga.  Prof.  Archer,  who 
also  teaches  chemistry,  has  just  been  ad¬ 
mitted  to  membership  in  the  American  Chem¬ 
ical  Association.  Dr.  Archer  holds  both  the 
Bachelor’s  and  Master’s  degrees  in  science, 
besides  that  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Meharry  Medical  College, 
where  he  was  assistant  instructor  in  chem¬ 
istry  with  the  late  Dr.  Hubbard.  His  col¬ 
lege  work  was  taken  in  Michigan  and  post¬ 
graduate  work  in  the  University  of  Chicago. 
Clark  is  proud  of  this  honor  bestowed  upon 
a  member  of  her  faculty. 

— Attorney  Chas.  P.  Ford,  prominent  lay¬ 
man  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  has  accepted  designation 
by  President  Daniel  L.  Marsh,  of  Boston 
University,  as  official  representative  of  that 
institution  to  the  inauguration  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  Howard  University,  on  Friday,  June 
10,  on  the  Howard  University  campus.  This 
designation  finds  its  ^lendid  appropriateness 
in  that  Attorney  Ford  represents  in  his 
training  and  career  the  combined  culture  of 
both  institutions.  His  preparatory  training 
was  received  at  New  Orleans  University. 
Later  coming  to  Howard  University,  he  re¬ 
ceived  there  his  A.B.  degrree  in  1903.  Ma¬ 


triculating  subsequently  at  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity,  he  graduated  from  that  school  as  w 
honor  man  in  1906,  with  the  degrees  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Law  and  Master'  of  Jurisprudence. 
In'  his  public  career  he  has  attained  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  bar  in  the  States  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  Oklahoma;  also  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  He  also  is  a  member  of  the 
bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Ford  is  now,  and  has  been  since 
1910,  an  attorney  in  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  of  the  Interior  Department.  Both  as 
a  representative  public  official  and  active 
churchnian.  Attorney  Ford  is  fitted  admira¬ 
bly  to  represent  Boston  at  the  Inauguration. 


The  Kaneae  City  local  committee  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  19X8  has  opened  offices  »n  The 
Methodist  Book  Concern,  11X1-X3  McGee 
Street,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  All  communi¬ 
cations  concerning  the  work  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  may  he  sent  to  John  W.  R.  Sum- 
wait,  executive  secretary,  at  this  address. 


Mission  Boards  Ask  Offering 
on  June  5  for  China  Mis¬ 
sions  and  Flood  Sufferers 

Sunday,  June  6,  is  to  be  set  aside  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  churches  throughout  the 
United  States  as  a  day  of  especial  giving  for 
the  unusual  emergencies  which  are  confropt- 
ing  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Ex¬ 
tension.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  is 
asking  $150,000  to  meet  the  added  costs  that 
come  to  it  as  a  result  of  the  civil  war  in 
China,  making  necessary  the  temporary  with¬ 
drawal  of  missionaries  to  coast  cities,  their 
housing,  and  the  return  of  some  to  the 
United  States.  The  Board  of  Home  Missions 
and  Church  Extension  is  asking  $160,000  to 
meet  the  emergencies  in  the  flood  region  of 
the  Mississippi  Valley,  where  many  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  have  been  inundated,  where 
pastors  and  congregations  have  been  driven 
from  their  homes,  and  where  the  reg^ar  in¬ 
come  of  parishes  has  been  cut  off. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  World 
Service  Commission  has  authorized  the  ap¬ 
peal  for  these  funds  on  June  6.  All  gifts 
for  these  needs  will  be  acknowledged  by 
World  Service  “specials”  vouchers  when  for¬ 
warded  to  Morris  W.  Ehnes,  treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  160  Fifth  Ave¬ 
nue,  N.  Y.,  for  the  China  Emergency  Fund, 
and  to  W.  J.  Elliott,  treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension, 
1701  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  for  the  flood 
emergency. 

The  appeal  for  this  special  giving  is  issued 
jointly  by  Dr.  John  R.  Edwards,  correspond¬ 
ing  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions,  and  Dr.  E.  D.  Kohlstedt,  correspond¬ 
ing  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
and  Church  Extension.  In  their  appeal  the 
secretaries  say: 

THE  CHINA  SITUATION 

“The  civil  ,war  in  China  leaves  our  more 
than  600  missionaries  in  the  position  of  non- 
combatants.  Many  of  them  have  been  serv¬ 
ing  in  communities  along  the  line  of  march 
of  advancing  or  retreating  armies.  As  al¬ 
ways  in  such  cases,  they  are  in  danger  of 
attack  by  unruly  mobs  or  detached  groups 
of  soldiers.  Such  dangers  to  non-combatants 
often  bring  on  international  misunderstand¬ 
ings  and  complications,  and  sometimes  lead 
to  war.  In  order  to  avoid  such  international 
difficulties,  American  consuls  have  asked  our 
missionaries  to  withdraw  from  danger  zones 
to  the  safer  port  cities,  and  most  of  them 
have  complied  with  that  request. 

“This  greatly  increased  travel  by  the  mis¬ 
sionaries,  the  housing  of  many  of  them  in 
Shanghai  and  Peking,  the  sending  of  some 
to  Malaysia,  Japan,  and  Korea  for  tem¬ 
porary  service,  and  the  bringing  home  of 
some  of  them  in  advance  of  regular  furlough, 
has  added  about  $160,000  to  the  amount 
which  the  Board  of  Foreigfn  Missions  must 
secure  for  the  extra  cost  of  its  work  in  China 
this  year. 


“A  cablegram  received  May  17  from  Sec¬ 
retary  R.  E.  Diffendorfer,  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  from  Peking,  states: 
‘After  a  close  investigation  I  am  of  thA 
opinion  that  at  least  $200,000  is  required  a* 
once  to  cover  expenses  owing  to  the  with-  " 
drawal  of  missionaries  to  the  coast,  and 
losses  of  personal  property  or  effects.’ 

“Of  the  twenty-five  stations  in  the  three 
areas  in  which  Methodism  is  working  in 
China,  fifteen  are  entirely  evacuated  of  mis¬ 
sionaries,  four  stations  are  partly  evacuated, 
and  six  have  their  full  quota  of  missionaries 
with  the  exception  of  some  women  and  chil¬ 
dren.  Missionary  work  seems  to  be  going 
on  normally  in  the  large  centers,  such  as 
Shanghai,  Peking,  and  Foochow. 

“The  majority  of  these  missionaries  expect 
to  return  to  their  stations  when  such  return 
will  not  endanger  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  China  and  wUl  not  en¬ 
danger  their  Chinese  friends.  In  almost  all 
the  evacuated  stations,  Chinese  Christian  pas¬ 
tors,  teachers,  doctors,  and  nurses  are  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  great  part  of  the  work.  They  rec¬ 
ognize,  as  do  the  missionaries,  that  the  pres¬ 
ent  situation  in  China  is  not  anti-Christian,  is 
not  anti-missionary;  they  are  carrying  on 
until  the  missionaries  can  return.” 


THE  FLOOD  EMERGENCY 
“Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  the  United  States  have  so 
many  individual  churches  met  with  calamity 
as  in  the  present' flood  in  the  Mississippi  'Val¬ 
ley.  At  this  writing  the  flood  is  still  i^ 
process  and  new  areas  are  being  inundate:?^ 
Buildings  have  been  wrecked,  pastors  have 
been  driven  from  their  homes,  and  members 
of  our  congregations  forced  to  abandon  their 
entire  possessions.  Crops  have  been  de¬ 
stroyed,  live  stock  killed,  and  means  of  sup¬ 
port  cut  off.  The  church  buildings  destroyed 
have  been  for  the  most  part  of  the  humbler 
sort,  but  they  were  the  only  buildings  avail¬ 
able  for  the  use  of  our  congregations  and, 
owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  people,  they  can¬ 
not  possibly  replace  them  unless  the  churches 
in  more  prosperous  communities  come  to 
their  aid.  Six  Annual  Conferences  serve  sec¬ 
tions  of  this  flooded  area. 

“Appeals  for  aid  are  being  constantly  re¬ 
ceived  from  district  superintendents  and  local 
pastors.  A  representative  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  is  in 
the  field  assisting  in  the  work  of  relief.  The 
rehabilitation  of  the  churches  affected  will 
take  many  months,  possibly  years. 

“It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  before  any 
appeal  had  been  sent  out,  two  generous 
checks  Were  received — one  from  the  Frank¬ 
lin  Street  Methodist  Church  of  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  and  one  from  the  'White  Temple,  Miami, 
Fla.  Both  of  these  churches  know  from  per¬ 
sonal  experience  what  a  flood  means,  and  theyA 
needed  no  appeal  to  induce  them  to  send  in^ 
checks  to  aid  in  the  relief  of  pastors  and  in 
the  reconstruction  of  the  damaged  churches.” 
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Summer  Schools  for  Pastors 


IT  IS  to  be  hoped  and  is  expected  that  the  numerous 
summer  schools  of  theology  maintained  by  the  Com- 
mtssion  on  Courses  of  Study,  under  General  Confer¬ 
ence  provision,  will  be  more  largely  attended  this  season 
approaching  than  at  any  time  previous  during  this  quad- 
rennium.  That  the  largest  possible  benefit  shall  accrue 
to  undergraduates  attending  this  summer  is  the  fervent 
desire  of  the  commission.  This  desire  is  fathered  by  the 
demand  for  efficiency  in  the  candidates  for  the  ministry. 

Dr.  Allan  MacRossie,  dfrector,  has  so  wrought  as  to 
have  brought  into  being  a  system  of  summer  schools  of 
remarkable  efficiency.  During  the  approaching  season, 
special  emphasis  is  to  be  put  upon  the  discussion  hour 
in  all  these  schools.  It  will  be  that  period  in  the  day’s 
program  when  the  leader  or  teacher  of  the  class  will 
listen  to  what  the  students  have  to  say  concerning  the 
jlstudents’  problems,  experiences,  anxieties,  and  aspira¬ 
tions  confronting  them  in  everyday  life.  From  such 
presentations  will  result  a  frank  and  free  interchange 
and  clearing  house  of  opinion  as  will  be  highly  beneficial. 
For  the  teacher  will  thus  become  informed  of  the  most 
up-to-date  practical  phases  of  the  subject  as  these  are 
reflected  from  fresh  experiences  rather  than  from  stale 


theories  set  forth  in  books  that  are  often  impractical  or 
outgrown.  Besides,  it  will  develop  in  the  student  the 
power  to  think  accurately  and  to  formulate  and  express 
their  thoughts  more  clearly  and  with  greater  assurance 
of  the  soundness  of  their  convictions. 

This  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  old  methods  em¬ 
ployed  and  is  in  direct  line  with  modern  effective  educa¬ 
tional  method  and  procedure.  Announcement  of  this 
plan  of  emphasis  will  assuredly  incite  all  teachers  in  such 
schools  to  a  keen  sense  of  the  rare  opportunity  offered 
them  through  this  newly  adopted  method  of  approach 
and  of  the  rich  rewards  in  character  development  and 
efficiency  of  their  pupils  which  it  will  be  theirs  to  expe¬ 
rience.  The  whole  process  will  be  creative  of  an  intel¬ 
lectual  earnestness  that  will  make  the  Conference  courses 
of  study  a  veritable  stepping  stone  to  successful  prepara¬ 
tion  for  richer,  because  more  efficient,  ministry. 

Helps  are  being  sent  out  by  the  commission  to  chair¬ 
men  of  boards  of  examiners  fraught  with  pointed  sug¬ 
gestions  how  to  make  the  discussion  period  one  of  great 
profit.  The  co-operation  of  undergraduates  is  necessary 
to  prevent  the  hour  from  being  converted  into  one  of 
fruitless  argument  and  endless  discussion. 


Anxiety  exists  in  many  quarters  and  there  is  seri- 
ous  misgiving  in  the  ranks  of  pious  souls  as  to 
the  ability  of  religion  to  survive  the  impact  of 
modern  life  upon  it.  Especially  are  persons  who  think 
in  terms  of  certain  processes  and  time-worn  theories 
afraid  lest  the  “tinkerings”  of  the  modems  cause  our 
spiritual  house  to  collapse  or  come  to  grief. 

Instead  of  being  a  wrapped-and-tied  article  of  a 
Apiysterious  nature  which  God  has  dropped  down  to  men 
to  be  caught  at  by  men  as  a  group  of  athletes  would  play 
catch”  with  a  ball — something  external  to  ourselves ; 
religion  is  rather  a  certain  definite  attitude,  and  all  which 
accompanies  that  attitude  in  our  experience,  toward  a 
given  body  of  knowledge.  Religion,  of  course,  is  con¬ 
cerned,  as  its  b.asis,  with  the  fact  of  God,  primarily.  It 
is  the  person’s  awareness  of  God  within  and  his  reac¬ 
tion  to  this  presence  of  God  within  the  personal' experi¬ 
ence.  It  begins  with  belief  in  God.  Whatever  is  involved 
in  affirmative  adjustment  to  this  belief  is  part  of  one’s 
religious  experience.  Someone  has  reduced  the  minimum 
statement  of  this  belief  in  God  to  four  points:  “Belief 
that  the  universe  is  a  unity ;  belief  that  the  universe  is 
mtelligible ;  belief  that  the  ultimate  reality  behind  th*. 
universe  is  good;  belief  that  the  ultimate  reality  is  per¬ 
sonal.  Fact  and  attitude,  then,  are  the  twin  values  con¬ 
stant  in  any  adequate  religious  experience. 

That  means  of  apprehending  the  facts  of  expeii- 
knce  determining  our  attitude  thereto  is  faith.  Religious 
laith  differs  from  all  other  faith  chiefly  in  the  character 
of  the  body  of  knowledge  and  the  intensity  with  which 
accept  as  true  for  us,  the  contemplated  facts.  Thus 


Is  Religion  Decaying? 


faith  in  that  which  we  otherwise  do  not  apprehend  but 
accept  as  of  value  is  the  “substance  of  things  hoped  for, 
the  evidence  of  things  not  seen” ;  or,  as  rendered  by  Wey¬ 
mouth,  it  is  “a  well-grounded  assurance  of  that  for  which 
we  hope,  and  a  conviction  of  the  reality  of  things  which 
we  do  not  see.” 

Herein,  in  religious  faith,  we  perceive  the  fruit  and 
operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  He  who  works  and 
effects  in  us  the  conviction  of  the  values  inherent  in  the 
body  of  religious  truth,  who  creates  in  us  the  “urge” 
to  accept  its  demands  for  our  lives,  and  who  energizes  our 
will  to  that  conduct  which  harmonizes  with  the  dictates 
of  the  highest  interests  of  our  being.  Religion,  there¬ 
fore,  is  the  co-operative  work  of  God  and  man  within 
personal  human  experience ;  God,  through  His  Spirit,  dis¬ 
poses  us  to  that  which  He  reveals  to  human  consciousness, 
and  man,  believing  in  the  values  disclosed,  willingly  of 
his  personal  choice  assumes  toward  these  values  an  atti¬ 
tude  of  faith  and  conformity. 

In  this  view,  religion  is  not  external  ritual  or  symbol 
or  the  material  temple  or  a  body  or  collection  of  theolog¬ 
ical  doctrines.  These  are  chiefly  valuable  as  mediators, 
vessels  for  helping  to  conserve  religion.  It  is  easily  con¬ 
ceivable  that  religion  would  be  possible  in  the  absence 
of  any  or  all  of  these  means  of  grace.  The  old  bottles, 
nor  even  the  new,  can  be  called  part  of;  religion.  They 
were  wonderful  as  reservoirs,  but  none  the  less  were  not 
the  wine  of  religion.  They  were  more  or  less  valuable 
as  trappings ;  but  time  relegates  all  outgrown  parapher¬ 
nalia  eventually  to  give  place  to  other  such  as  the  temper 
and  taste  of  the  age  demand. 
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Religion,,  then,  is  not  machinery  or  verbal  formulas. 
It  is  the  life  reaction  to  fact  which  the  soul  interprets  as 
true,  according  to  the  dependable  norms  given  by  hu¬ 
man  exeprience,  and  as  having  supreme  value  for  per¬ 
sonal  and  corporate  experience.  And  the  Christian  re¬ 
ligion  finds  its  superiority  inherent  in  the  superlative  value 
of  its  ethics,  the  fruit  of  its  basic  facts.  Its  concept  of 
God  is  determinative.  Only  as  its  facts  fail  to  satisfy 
the  deepest  needs  of  human  experience  can  Christianity 
fail  to  validate  itself  to  the  human  soul  and  thereby  fail 
as  the  religion  of  mankind.  As  long  as  it  works  as  prac¬ 
tically  as  it  does,  the  Christian  religion  will  not  lose  hold 
on  humanity  and  fall  into  decay. 

The  present  feverish  excitement  in  the  realm  of  reli¬ 
gion  does  not  indicate  its  decay.  It  is  an  omen  in  the 
contrary  direction — an  oracle  of  an  approaching  vigor¬ 
ous  period  of  religious  development.  Here  has  set  in  a 
testing  process.  Society  is  healthfully  beginning  a 
critique  of  its  religion.  It  will  not  stop  until  all  that 
claims  to  have  religious  value  for  society  shall  have  passed 
through  the  crucible  of  a  more  highly  evolved  and  scru¬ 
tinizing  public  opinion.  The  criticism  of  religion  at  the 
present  time  is  serious,  not  because  of  the  loss  that  re¬ 
ligion  may  sustain,  but  because  of  the  serious  construc¬ 
tive  motive  and  purpose  behind  society’s  approach  to 
the  task.  The  present  attitude  of  society  toward  religion 
is  the  outreach  of  a  growing  faith,  an  expanding  hope 
that  the  religious  influence  in  human  experience  will  prove, 
according  to  our  highest  hope,  adequately  equal  to  the 


weightier  demands  made  upon  human  nature  by  the  most 
complex  and  involved  period  in  human  history.  Society 
is  hereby  revealing  its  revulsion  to  the  painful  failure  oW 
those  unfaithful  souls  who  prove  themselves  disobedien* 
to  the  “Heavenly  Vision”  of  the  value-concept  of  God 
in  the  soul  and  life  of  man. 

Religion  is  gaining,  not  decaying,  among  men.  All 
circles  of  thought  have  ceased  to  regard  it  as  a  negligible 
factor  for  constructive  living  and  achievement ;  all  zones 
of  life  increasingly  are  paying  tribute  to  it  as  the  influ¬ 
ence  which  is  capable  of  leavening  the  total  social  mass. 
Though  inveighing  against  certain  forms  through  which 
religion  is  sought  to  be  made  manifest,  men  are  not  fun¬ 
damentally  far  afleld  in  their  faith  in  all  that  group  of 
essential  moral  facts  radiating  from  the  compelling  con¬ 
cept  of  a  personal  God  in  human  experience.  ’’ Different 
groups  interpret  the  facts  differently — Protestant,  Cath¬ 
olic,  Greek,  Jew,  Barbarian — all  bring  to  the  facts  a 
local-coloring  interpretation.  But  still  the  refrain  of  hu¬ 
manity’s  universal  song  is  that  “God  is.”  It  is  all  an 
effort  on  part  of  all  to  express  that  something,  that  atti¬ 
tude  which  is  religion.  Whatever  the  shift  in  the  em¬ 
phasis  of  interpretation,  as  long  as  the  facts  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  field  are  what  they  are  with  profoundest  value  for 
human  experience,  so  long  will  there  be  within  men  th«(i^ 
religious  response  of  those  who  are  hungering  and  thirst- ' 
ing  for  that  which  gives  the  highest  satisfactions.  Reli¬ 
gion  lives  always  as  the  facts  live  and  the  capacity  to 
respond  thereto. 


“Manners  At  Church” 


By  Miss  Lucille  Wyatt 


There  ought  to  be  no  necessity  for  mentioning 
manners  in  church,  since  the  association  of  the 
place  should  naturally  inspire  decorus  behavior; 
but  certain  proprieties  are  often  violated  more,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  from  ignorance  rather  than  from  want  of  re¬ 
spect  and  reverence.  Reverence  is  a  habit  of  mind  to 
be  cultivated  and  exercised  toward  all  that  is  great  and 
good.  It  is  a  trait  of  character  that  we,  as  Americans, 
are  accused  of  lacking,  and  we  should  hesitate  to  do  any¬ 
thing  that  will  furnish  foundation  for  the  criticism. 

A  lady  was  asked  why  she  always  went  to  church 
so  early.  Her  reply  was,  “It  is  a  part  of  my  religion 
not  to  disturb  the  religion  of  others.”  Appreciating  this 
idea  we  should  be  punctual  to  the  hour  appointed  for 
the  service  to  begin;  or  if  by  accident  we  arrive  too  late, 
we  should  w^it  at  the  door  during  the  opening  exercises 
and  enter  whep  there  is  a  change  in  the  service.  Respect 
also  for  the  place,  for  the  congregation,  and  for  the 
clergyman  in  charge  should  lead  us  to  avoid  being  late. 

We  should  enter  church  quietly  and  soberly.  Gen¬ 
tlemen  and  boys  should  remove  their  hats  at  the  door, 
not  halfway  up  the  aisle.  Ladies  precede  gentlemen. 
Formerly  it  was  the  custom,  when  a  lady  wished  to  enter 
a  pew  in  which  gentlemen  were  already  seated,  for  the 
latter  to  rise  and  pass  out  that  the  lady  might  have  the 
most  desirable  place. 

It  seems  more  ill  mannered  to  whisper  or  to  laugh 
in  church  than  anywhere  else,  because,  although  it  may 
not  be  intended,  such  conduct  has  the  appearance  of 
irreverence.  Impoliteness  of  the  same  nature  is  shown 
by  looking  around  at  newcomers  or  by  twisting  the  neck 
to  see  who  is  seated  behind  you. 

One  should  avoid  moving  about  and  opening  and  shut¬ 


ting  books.  Reading  is  disrespectful  to  the  one  who  con¬ 
ducts  the  services.  Likewise  it  is  well  to  remember  that 
church  is  not  the  place  for  showing  off  striking  effects 
in  costume  or  new  fashions  of  dress. 

When  an  usher  brings  a  stranger  to  our  pew  we 
should  welcome  him  by  any  suitable  attention  in  our 
power.  This  duty  is  so  self-evident  that  it  hardly  seems 
worthy  of  mention,  but  is  not  an  unusual  occurrence  for 
a  person  poorly  dressed  or  peculiar  in  appearance  to 
be  made  uncomfortable  by  the  cold  stare  or  haughty 
glance  of  the  pew  owner.  We  should  hand  strangers 
book,  and  if  anyone  near  us  seems  to  have  difficulty  in^ 
finding  the  place  in  the  song  book  we  should  pass  him 
our  own  open  book.  At  the  close  of  the  services,  espe¬ 
cially  in  small  churches,  it  is  kind  to  hold  some  conver¬ 
sation  with  the  stranger  and  to  invite  him  to  come  back 
again. 

When  we  enter  other  churches  than  our  own  we  may 
find  a  marked  difference  in  the  manner  in  which  the  serv¬ 
ices  are  conducted;  but  if  they  are  such  that  w^e  may 
properly  join  in  them,  it  is  courteous  to  do  so.  It 
is  rude  to  sit  when  the  congregation  stands  unless  we 
have  a  good  reason  for  not  rising. 

As  the  time  for  the  close  of  the  service  approaches 
we  oftentimes  see  people  in  such  a  hurry  to  leave  the 
church  that  they  drop  their  books  noisily,  and  with  the 
utmost  haste  donning  their  overcoats  and  w'raps,  and 
making  every  preparation  for  a  rush  to  the  door  as  soon 
as  the  last  word  is  spoken.  Such  speed  is  indecorous; 
so  is  the  accompanying  idle  chatter  and  laughter. 
should  pass  slowly  and  quietly  down  the  aisle  with  dig-^ 
nity  becoming  the  place  and  the  occasion. 

POPLAR  BLUFF,  MO. 
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The  Hand-to-Mouth  Disease 

A  FEW  seasons  ago  the  papers  were  full  of  laments 
/A  and  discussions  over  the  prevalence  of  the  “foot 
and  mouth  disease”  among  cattle  over  large  areas 
of  the  country.  We  hear  less  of  the  foot  and  mouth  dis¬ 
ease  in  these  days.  Apparently  the  efforts  to  eliminate 
it  have  been  largely  successful. 

Retail  Marketmen’s  and  Grocers*  Associations,  how¬ 
ever,  have  scanned  upon  the  horizon  the  appearance  of  a 
new  peril  which  they  call  the  “hand-to-mouth  disease.” 
Mr.  Earl  W.  Barnhart  of  the  Federal  Board  of  Voca¬ 
tional  Education  recently  addressed  the  grocers  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  Conn.,  on  that  subject.  He  pointed  out  that  the 
old  days  when  families  living  in  apartments  stocked  up 
their  kitchens  and  pantries  with  meat  and  groceries  for 
the  week-end  have  about  passed,  much  to  the  sorrow  of 
the  retail  storekeeper.  The  prevalence  of  the  automobile 
is  blamed  for  the  growing  habit  of  families  living  from 
hand  to  mouth.  Lack  of  room  in  the  modern  cubicle  used 
as  a  dwelling  is  also  blamed  for  the  passing  of  the  well- 
filled  larder  with  provisions  for  many  days  to  come.  In 
these  degenerate  days  the  grocerymen  lament  that  every 
day  or  meal  must  be  preceded  by  a  raid  on  the  delicatessen 
store  for  half  a  pound  of  chipped  beef  or  a  can  of  beans. 

The  hand-to-mouth  disease  has  penetrated  into  more 
areas  of  life  than  the  grocery  and  butcher  shop.  It 
would  be  rather  hard  to  find  a  more  fitting  name  for  the 
blight  which  has  settled  on  the  mental  life  of  multitudes  of 
people  today  than  to  identify  it  as  the  hand-to-mouth 
disease.  For  intellectually  and  morally  large  sections  of 
the  population  are  living  from  hand  to  mouth.  Life  is 
not  guided  by  great,  permanent  principles.  Their  actions 
are  not  under  the  sway  of  deep  and  unshakable  convic¬ 
tions.  There  is  no  consistent  continuance  and  perma¬ 
nence  of  endeavor.  It  is  a  hand-to-mouth  existence. 

Opinions  are  formed  by  asking  the  question,  “What 
are  the  popular  shades  of  thought  this  season?  What  are 
the  styles  of  thinking  or  near-thinking  affected  by  the 
smart  set  this  spring?”  There  is  a  lack  of  depth  to  the 
mental  and  spiritual  life  of  multitudes  because  there  is  no 
past  in  their  mental  picture.  They  are  like  the  popular 
fiction-renting  libraries  which  make  it  a  rule  never  to 
carry  any  book  over  three  months  old.  Such  a  mind  with¬ 
out  a  sense  of  the  past  is  as  thin  as  an  architect’s  drawing 
with  only  one  dimension  to  it.  It  has  no  perspective, 
no  standards  by  which  a  significant  purpose  or  plan  can 
be  worked  out. 

To  such  a  thin,  hand-to-mouth  mental  and  moral  and 
spiritual  life  the  Christian  pulpit  has  a  tremendous  and 
necessary  service  in  bringing  eternity  into  the  passing  mo¬ 
ment,  of  furnishing  the  background  of  permanent  values 
and  the  lure  of  eternal  realities.  But  what  is  the  hope  of 
such  a  service  when  the  pulpit  itself,  as  sometimes  hap¬ 
pens,  is  stricken  with  the  hand-to-mouth  disease,  too? 
Read  the  Saturday  church  announcements  of  any  large 
city  in  America  and  you  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  are  thousands  of  preachers  who  have  been  forced 
to  make  a  frantic  dash  to  some  cheap  delicatessen  store  of 
the  mind  and  serve  up  on  Sunday  morning,  or  more  par¬ 
ticularly  Sunday  evening,  a  hash  freshly  concocted  out  of 
scraps  and  tin  cans  of  what  happened  yesterday  after¬ 
noon.  It  is  well  to  recall  the  observation  of  Professor 
James  Moffatt,  that  some  American  preaching  gave  him 


the  impression  that  the  preacher  was  unaware  that  any¬ 
thing  had  happened  before  last  Saturday  night.  Where 
the  preacher  has  the  hand-to-mouth  disease  .the  congre¬ 
gation  dies  of  pernicious  anemia. 

-Strike  These  Off  the  List  I 

“TJIG  BILL”  THOMPSON,  the  new  mayor  of 
J  j  Chicago,  evidently  takes  his  election  pledges  seri¬ 
ously,  for  he  is  setting  out  to  free  that  noble  city 
from  the  pernicious  influence  of  King  George  of  England. 
We  are  told  by  the  news  dispatches  that  American  history 
is  to  be  rewritten  next  year  for  the  use  of  the  young  in 
Chicago’s  public  schools.  All  pro-British  and  pro-French 

and  pro-foreign  propaganda  must  be  removed  as  insidious 
poison. 

It  does  not  yet  appear  what  Mayor  Thompson  will 
succeed  in  doing  for  Chicago  as  an  educational  center, 
but  he  is  bound  to  have  large  success  in  restoring  Chicago 
as  the  center  of  American  humor.  In  the  days  when 
Eugene  Field  flourished  at  his  prime,  Chicago  was  noted 
as  a  center  of  humor,  and  Mayor  Thompson  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  bringing  it  back. 

The  resulting  100  per  cent  American  history,  if  it  is 
produced,  will  be  a  fearful  and  wonderful  thing.  Think 
of  the  foreigners  who  will  have  to  be  removed !  Christo¬ 
pher  Columbus  will  go,  of  course.  There  is  no  place  for 
“dagoes”  in  a  100  per  cent  history.  Also  those  British 
minions  whose  very  names  are  insidious  propaganda. 
Miles  Standish,  William  Brewster  and  John  Smith. 
We  hate  to  think  of  John  Smith  passing  out  of  the  lives 
of  school  children,  but  patriotic  duty  can  tolerate  no 
half-way  measures.  Alexander  Hamilton  will  leave 
quite  a  hole  when  he  drops  out  of  the  story.  So  will  that 
other  great  financier,  Albert  Gallatin  of  Switzerland 
and  Pennsylvania.  Perhaps  Carl  Schurz,  as  a  German, 
a  nationality  which  the  Mayor  has  always  flattered,  will 
have  a  chance  to  remain  in  the  picture.  Thomas  A.  Edi¬ 
son  as  a  cursed  Britisher  must  get  out.  Charles  P. 
Steinmetz  cannot  meet  the  100  per  cent  test.  American 
history  too,  will  have  to  get  along  without  Francis  As- 
BURY  and  Lafayette. 

We  move  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to  Mayor  Thompson 
for  his  smashing  demonstration  that  American  history 
cannot  be  told  from  the  cheap,  demagogic  100  per  cent 
nationalistic  standpoint.  America  is  a  great  complex  of 
human  life  from  all  sections  of  Europe,  and  nothing  will 
quite  prove  that  so  completely  as  an  examination  of  what 
the  picture  would  look  like  with  the  contributions  of  the 
great  personalities  from  other  lands  left  out. 

Compulsory  Drill  Abolished  at  DePauw 

PRESIDENT  L.  H.  MURLIN  of  DePauw  Univer¬ 
sity  has  announced  that,  by  the  vote  of  the  faculty, 
compulsory  military  training  at  that  institution, 
hitherto  required  of  all  freshmen  and  sophomores,  will  be 
made  optional  next  year.  This  announcement  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  with  great  satisfaction  by  large  numbers  of  people 
throughout  the  church  and  country  generally,  and  the 
president  and  faculty  will  be  heartily  congratulated  on 
the  decision.  This  brings  DePauw  University  into  line 
with  all  the  other  colleges  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  the  abolition  of  compulsory  military 
training.  L 
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Vnderwood  &  JJr^erwood 

THERE  ABE  TWENTY-FOUR  MILLION  MORE  LIKE  THESE!  ■ 

Shall  Religion  Be  Ignored  in  the  Forming  of  Their  Minds? 

The  Public  Schools  and  Religion 

Facing  the  Menacing  Results  of  Ignoring  Religion  in  American  Education 

By  Luther  A.  Weigle 

Professor  of  Religious  EdueaHon,  Tale  University 

Education  and  religion  belong  together.  They  and  that  at  the  same  time  we  have  stripped  these  schools 
have  in  the  deepest  and  truest  sense  a  common  almost  wholly  of  religious  elements, 
end.  Education  refers  to  the  human  conditions,  This  system  of  public  schools  is  one  of  the  most  char- 
and  religion  to  the  divine  creative  initiative,  which  makes  acteristic  and  impressive  features  of  American  life.  Over 
possible  the  fulfillment  of  Jesus’  purpose  when  He  said,  ninety-two  per  cent  of  the  children  and  young  people  who 
I  am  come  that  they  may  have  life  and  may  have  it  are  in  the  elementary  and  secondary  schools  of  this  coun- 
abundantly.  The  full  life  of  education  and  the  full  life  try*are  enrolled  in  public  rather  than  private  or  parochial 
of  religion  are  bound  up  with  one  another.  schools.  The  amount  of  schooling  received  by  the  aver- 

So  close  is  this  relationship  of  education  and  religion  age  American  child  has  more  than  doubled  in  the  last 
that  when  for  any  reason  they  become  sundered  they  in-  fifty  years.  More  than  that,  the  curriculum  of  public 
evitably  become  rivals.  Education  begins  to  usurp  the  education  has  been  greatly  enriched.  The  public  schools 
place  of  religion,  and  men  in  the  name  of  religion  begin  of  to-day  touch  children’s  lives  and  influence  their  devel- 
to  decry  education.  It  is  because  of  their  very  intimacy  opment  at  many  more  points  than  the  schools  of  fifty 
of  relationship  that  this  rivalry  takes  place  if  for  some  years  ago. 

reason  or  other  they  are  sundered.  In  the  elementary  and  secondary  public  schools  of 

Education  and  religion  are  too  far  sundered  in  Amer-  the  better  sort  to-day  children  learn  not  only  reading, 
ica  to-day.  I  am  thinking  not  simply  of  the  fact  that  writing,  and  arithmetic,  the  languages,  and  the  traditional 
there  are  some  otherwise  well-educated  men  and  women  subjects  of  literature,  history,  and  geography,  but  the 
who  are  not  interested  in  religion,  nor  of  the  other  fact  physical  and  biological  sciences  /and  their  applications ; 
that  there  are  some  who,  in  the  name  of  theology,  decry  cooking,  sewing,  and  household  economy;  woodworking 
science.  I  am  thinking  of  a  fact  that  lies  deeper  than  and  metal-working;  gardening  and  agriculture;  stenog- 
these,  the  fact  that  we  have  entrusted  the  education  of  raphy,  typewriting,  bookkeeping,  and  the  economics  of 
our  children  almost  wholly  to  a  system  of  public  schools,  business;  journalism  and  printing;  drawing,  painting. 
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modeling,  and  decorating  ;  music,  dancing,  dramatic  ex-  toe  have  a  history  among  the  Teutonic  tribes  which  ante 
press.™,  and  pubhc  speaking,  physical  education,  per-  dates  the  Christian  era.  The  pnbUc  ..hoot  of  ttat  dtv 


Religion  Ignored  in  the  Schools 
Yet  the  strange  fact  is  that 
neither  the  actual  public  schools  of 
America  nor  the  ideal  school  of 
Prof.  Dewey’s  educational  theory 
are  quite  true  to  life — they  omit 
religion.  With  the  exception  of  the 
reading  of  a  few  verses  from  the  cnoay  /i 

Bible  and  the  recital  of  the  Lord’s  It  is  < 
Prayer  in  some  States  and  commu-  ProtssU 
nities,  the  teaching  of  religion  has 
disappeared  from  the  public  schools 
of  this  country,  and  the  program  XTnJ 
and  curriculum  of  these  schools  af-  day,  wit 
ford  no  conscious  recognition  of  the 
part  that  religion  has  played  and  Atheii 

is  playing  in  the  life  of  humanity.  re^t'on 
This  situation  would  seem  im-  When^ 

possible  if  it  were  not  true.  Yet  it  vidual,  , 
does  not  mean  that  the  American  averred 
people  are  indifferent  or  hostile  to 
religion,  or  that  there  has  been  a  hls^t, 
purposed  movement  to  take  religion  religious 
out  of  our  schools.  The  seculariza-  P^e  o 

tion  of  public  education  has  been  g^am  o) 
incidental  rather  than  purposed.  It  "T/ 
has  been  a  by-product  of  the  work-  n  ^  5^, 

ing  out  of  the  principle  of  public  minds. 

responsibility  for  education  and  the  ligion  is 
principle  of  religious  freedom  un-  relevant 
der  the  conditions  of  sectarian  com- 
petition.  Whenever  a  minority,  or  ,pX  Z 
even  an  individual,  has  chosen  to  adherent 
object,  on  what  are  averred  to  be  more  coi 
conscientious  grounds,  to  some  reli-  echools  t 
gious  element  in  the  program  or 
curriculum  of  the  public  schools, 
that  element  has  forthwith  been  upon  wh 
eliminated,  and  no  other  religious 
element  has  taken  its  place. 


To  Think  Over- 

Absence  of  religious  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  is  the  principal  reason  for  the 
pagan  lustfulness  of  a  world  that  is  drifting 
away  from  Ood  and  good. 

It  is  one  of  the  tragedies  of  our  time  that 
Protestant,  Catholic  and  J ew.  Fundamental¬ 
ist,  Evangelical,  and  Modernist,  should 
quarrel  with  one  another,  while  the  real 
enemy  of  us  all,  the  most  insidious  foe  of 
American  institutions,  the  irreligion  of  the 
day,  wins  its  way  to  the  minds  of  our  chil¬ 
dren. 

Atheism  has  again  become  blatant,  and 
societies  devoted  to  the  propaganda  of  ir¬ 
religion  have  begun  to  be  organized. 

Whenever  a  minority,  or  even  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  has  chosen  to  object,  on  what  are 
averred  to  be  conscientious  grounds,  to  some 
religious  element  m  the  program  or  cur¬ 
riculum  of  the  public  schools,  that  element 
has  forthwith  been  eliminated,  and  no  other 
religious  element  has  taken  its  place. 

The  omission  of  religion  from  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  public  education  inevitably  con¬ 
veys  to  children  a  negative  suggestion. 
They  cannot  help  but  notice  the  omission. 
It  is  bound  to  discredit  religion  in  their 
minds.  They  cannot  but  conclude  that  re¬ 
ligion  is  negligible,  or  unimportant,  or  ir¬ 
relevant  to  the  real  business  of  life. 

It  was  not  infidels  or  atheists  that  stripped 
these  schools  of  religion.  It  was  folk  who 
spoke  in  the  name  of  religion.  It  is  because 
adherents  of  all  faiths  in  America  have  been 
more  concerned  to  see  to  it  that  the  public 
schools  should  not  contain  any  element  to 
which  they  could  object  than  they  have  been 
to  conserve  in  these  schools  the  great  funda¬ 
mental  principles  of  religion  and  morals 
upon  which  they  all  agree. 


dren  a  negative  suggestion.  They  cannot  help  but  notice 
the  omission.  It  is  bound  to  discredit  religion  in  their 

minds.  They  cannot  but  conclude 
that  religion  is  negligible,  or  unim- 
OVGr — ^  portant,  or  irrelevant  to  the  real 

education  in  the  pub-  business  of  life. 

Hpal  reason  for  the  This  danger  is  greater  to-dav 

^  than  fever  before  just  because  the 
lies  of  our  time  that  public  schools  are  greater  than  ever 

i  Jew,  Fundamental-  before.  As  the  public  schools  en- 

Modemist,  should  large  their  scope,  the  negative  sug- 

stronger.  When 

the  irreligion  of  the  public  schools  concerned  them- 

e  minds  of  our  chil-  selves  with  but  a  fraction  of  life, 

as  they  did  as  late  as  a  generation 
>ecome  blatant,  and  ago — when  they  did  little  more 

^  propaganda  of  ir-  than  drill  children  in  the  clerical 

f.  or  even  an  indi-  ®  .  transmit  to  them  a  meager 

ibject,  on  what  are  conventional  heritage  of  book 

JUS  grounds,  to  some  knowledge — when  much,  often  the 

\e  program  or  cur-  larger  part,  of  education  was  got- 

fools  that  element  ten  outside  of  the  schools,  it  was 

aken  its  place.  ^  consequence  if  religion  was 

gion  from  the  pro-  omitted  from  their  program.  But 

ion  inevitably  con-  to-day  the  schools  are  taking  on 

negative  suggestion.  the  dimensions  of  life  itself.  They 

r^otice  the  omission.  provide  for  the  education  of  chil- 

U  religion  tn  their  ,  .  i, 

it  conclude  that  re-  practically  every  other 

unimportant,  or  ir-  sound  human  interest  except  reli- 

isiness  of  life.  gion. 

theists  that  stripped  rr.i.  •  •  ,  ,  ... 

It  was  folk  who  principle  of  religious  free- 

igion.  It  is  because  dom  which  insures  the  separation 

^  America  have  been  of  church  and  state  is  precious.  It 

o  it  that  the  public  touches  bedrock  in  its  truth.  It  is 

than  they  have  been  ^  guarantee  of  our  liberties.  But 

ols  the  great  funda-  principle  of  the  separation  of 

sligion  and  morals  church  and  state  must  not  be  so 

construed  as  to  render  the  state  a 

- fosterer  of  non-religion  or  atheism. 

Yet  that  is  precisely  what  we  are 


The  cesuU  of  neariy  one  hundred  and  «,ty  years  of  in  danger  of  doing  in  ALri™ 
this  process  has  been  to  strip  the  public  schools  almost  , 

completely  of  direct  religious  teaching  and  religious  wor-  Shall  the  State  Foster  Atheism.^ 

ship.  In  some  States  the  teachers  in  the  public  schools  Wo  i,  t  , 

are  afraid  even  tn  non  nrn  i-u  4.  u  v  •  must  keep  sectarianism  out  of  our  schools.  But 

are  afraid  even  to  use  words  that  have  religious  connola-  that  does  not  necessitate  the  stripping  them  of  religion. 

telHnir  ah^'rth  a- 1°'"’°'  «u>Tcnder  the  public  schools  to  the^ec- 

cxDressive  of  d  r  ‘h'.  ^'scribed  as  tarianism  of  irreligion.  Yet  that  is  what  in  some  States 

expressive  of  the  delights  of  returning  spring.  A  child  we  are  doing. 

‘be  customary  answer.  It  is  said  that  the 
it  me  *be  life  of  any  school  is  to  be 

fatb  *”<*  religious  character  of  the  teacher 

n  eZ  °f  ""“‘eb"  to  tell  you  what  it  is.”  Recently  And  we  are  reminded  that  the  public  schools  of  America 

he  L!!  r  ">“<*'  ‘o  bre  not  irreligious,  because  their  teachers  are  almost 

chooU  ITth'l  Th  d”!  n™’  ^  P"'’"'’  everywhere  men  and  women  of  strong  moral  character 

«hools,  and  the  objection  failed  to  be  sustained  only  and  of  definite  religious  conviction.  I  thank  God  for  that 

out  tlVthVcT"t  1’ v°r'*l  "  *'■'  ‘•'b  present  situation 

out  that  the  Christmas  tree,  the  Y  ule  log,  and  the  mistlc-  Without  the  definite  teaching  of  religion,  or  even  the  men- 


4«8  the  southwestern 

tion  of  religious  beliefs,  these  teachers,  bj  the  character 
of  their  discipline  and  by  the  spirit  which  they  maintain 
in  the  life  of  the  schools,  have  been  and  are  of  profound 
influence  in  determining  the  character  of  American  boys 
and  girls. 

But  what  a  travesty  upon  the  judgment  and  good 
will  of  the  American  people  this  situation  presents !  Un¬ 
able  to  agree  upon  any  religious  principles  which  we  are 
willing  to  make  a  part  of  the  common  education  of  our 
children,  we  shut  religion  out  of  the  schools  officially; 
then  say  that  we  will  rely  upon  the  spirit  and  individual 
initiative  of  the  teachers. 

The  public  schools  are  not  to  blame  for  the  present 
situation.  It  was  forced  upon  them.  Protestant,  Cath¬ 
olic,  and  Jew  have  shared  in  this  movement.  All  must 
shoulder  some  of  the  responsibility  for  the  situation  into 
which  we  have  drifted. 

What  May  We  Expect  from  the  Schools.^ 

What,  now,  have  we  a  right  to  expect  from  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools?  Clearly  we  cannot  expect  the  public  schools 
to  do  the  whole  work  or  even  to  undertake  a  major  share 
of  the  religious  education  of  American  children.  This 
is  for  two  reasons,  which  are  so  obvious  as  to  need  no 
detailed  discussion:  First,  because  a  complete  religious 
education  could  not  be  offered  by  the  public  schools  with¬ 
out  transgressing  the  principle  of  religious  freedom ;  sec¬ 
ond,  because  the  growth  of  religion  in  the  mind  of  a  child 
depends  upon  a  multitude  of  factors  too  intimate  and 
too  pervasive  to  be  compressed  within  the  limits  of  or¬ 
ganized,  formal  schooling. 

We  have  a  right  to  expect  the  public  schools  to  do 
more  in  the  way  of  moral  and  religious  education  than 
they  have  been  doing,  however.  They  can  take  steps  to 
offset  or  wholly  void  the  negative  suggestion  involved  in 
the  present  situation.  They  can  in  many  States  con¬ 
tinue  the  reading  from  the  Bible  and  the  recital  of  the 
Lord’s  Prayer — an  act  of  corporate  worship  in  which  all 
religious  groups  might  well  agree  to  unite;  and  by  the 
careful  selection  of  materials  this  practice  could  be  made 
to  be  of  more  religious-educational  value  than  it  now  is. 
The  public  schools  can  and  should  in  all  of  their  teaching 
manifest  due  reverence  for  God  and  respect  for  religious 
beliefs.  Teachers  should  understand  that  the  principle 
of  religious  freedom  is  designed  to  protect  rather  than 
to  destroy  religious  belief,  and  that  it  gives  them  no  right 
either  tacitly  to  suggest  or  actually  to  teach  irreligion. 
The  public  schools  can  aim  at  the  development  of  a  citi¬ 
zenship  which  is  founded  upon  character,  and  thev  can 
in  their  efforts  to  educate  for  character  give  due  recog¬ 
nition  to  religious  sanctions.  They  can  teach  that 
morality  is  more  than  custom,  public  opinion,  or  legal 
enactment ;  they  can  point  to  its  grounding  in  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  universe  and  in  the  nature  of  God. 

Weekday  Religious  Education 

It  is  from  this  latter  standpoint  that  the  growing 
practice  of  excusing  children  from  the  public  schools  at 
their  parents’  request  for  religious  instruction  in  church 
schools  is,  in  the  last  analysis,  to  be  justified.  That  prac¬ 
tice  is  a  proper  recognition  by  the  state  of  the  fact  that 
in  education  both  church  and  state  are  interested  and 
should  co-operate.  It  is  a  desirable  form  of  recognition 
because  it  so  definitely  conveys  to  the  mind  of  the  child 
the  suggestion  that  religion,  instead  of  being  the  neg¬ 
ligible  thing  that  it  now  appears  to  be,  is  of  important 
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and  vital  interest  to  the  school,  the  community  and  the 
State,  as  well  as  to  the  churches. 

The  position  which  I  am  here  taking  is  not  popular, 
I  am  well  aware,  with  some  folk  to-day.  This  opening 
quarter  of  the  twentieth  century  has  witnessed  a  strange 
recrudescence  of  paganism,  both  passive  and  active.  In 
many  respects  the  period  in  which  we  are  living  is  re¬ 
markably  like  that  period  immediately  following  the 
Revolutionary  War,  during  which  the  moral  and  religious 
life  of  America  touched  its  lowest  ebb. 

Blatant  Atheism 

We,  too,  have  been  at  war;  and  war  has  been  followed 
by  extravagance  and  by  an  appalling  prevalence  of  crime 
and  immorality.  Old  conventions  are  shattered ;  re¬ 
straints  are  denounced  as  unwarranted  repressions  of  in¬ 
dividuality  ;  liberty  is  confounded  with  lawlessness.  Athe¬ 
ism  has  again  become  blatant,  and  societies  devoted  to 
the  propaganda  of  irVeligion  have  begun  to  be  organized. 
I  received  the  literature  of  one  such  the  other  day,  which 
invited  me  to  join,  not  only  in  my  own  name,  but  in  those 
of  my  children ;  and  assured  me  that  the  children’s  society 
was  being  well  planned,  as  they  had  secured  a  brilliant 
young  girl  of  seventeen,  living  in  one  of  the  towns  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  head  it  up  and  to  write  the  lessons  in 
atheism  for  the  children.  The  desire  of  folk  to  do  what 
they  please,  when  they  please,  and  where  they  please, 
finds  supposedly  scientific  backing  and  sanction  in  the 
behavioristic  psychology  of  John  B.  Watson,  the  psy¬ 
choanalytic  mythology  of  Sigmund  Freud,  and  the  free 
love  philosophy  of  Bertrand  Russell. 

The  Need  of  United  Action 

This,  I  venture  to  think,  in  spite  of  its  present-day 
fashionableness  among  certain  groups,  does  not  represent 
the  mind  or  the  heart  or  the  will  of  America.  Underlying 
all  our  surface  paganism  and  beneath  all  our  differences 
of  creed,  polity,  and  ritual,  America  has,  I  believe,  a 
common  religious  faith.  Its  citizens  generally — Prot¬ 
estant,  Catholic,  and  Jew — worship  the  one  God,  Creator 
of  all  things  and  Father  of  men.  They  believe  that  His 
will  has  been  revealed  in  the  life  and  literature  of  the 
Hebrew  people,  as  this  is  recorded  in  the  Bible.  They 
acknowledge  the  principles  of  human  duty  set  forth  in 
the  Ten  Commandments,  in  the  teachings  of  the  Hebrew 
prophets,  in  the  Golden  Rule,  and  in  the  law  of  love  to 
God  and  to  fellow  man.  They  assent  to  the  ideals,  how¬ 
ever  poorly  they  may  practice  the  precepts,  of  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount.  They  hold  in  high  honor  the  character 
and  teachings  of  Jesus,  though  only  Christians  call  Him 
Lord  and  Saviour.  They  sing  hymns  and  psalms  which 
transcend  differences  of  creed,  and  they  unite  in  the  use 
of  the  form  of  prayer  which  Jesus  taught  His  followers. 

Can  we  not  surrender  our  jealousies  of  one  another, 
we  who  profess  belief  in  God?  The  need  is  urgent.  The 
forces  of  atheism  and  irreligion  are  beginning  to  lay  claim 
to  the  public  schools  as  though  these  schools  belonged 
to  them.  An  at-a-distance  disciple  of  Tom  Paine  has 
lately  attempted  to  set  himself  up  as  dictator,  in  this 
regard,  to  the  public  schools  of  the  State  of  New  York 
and  super-parent  to  your  children.  It  is  one  of  the  trag¬ 
edies  of  our  time  that  Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jew, 
Fundamentalist,  Evangelical,  and  Modernist  should  quar¬ 
rel  with  one  another,  while  the  real  enemy  of  us  all,  the 
most  insidious  foe  of  American  institutions,  the  irreligion 
of  the  day,  wins  its  way  to  the  minds  of  our  children. 
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What  Some  Editors  Want 

A  Glance  Behind  the  Curtain  at  the  Process  of  “Debauching”  America 

By  Charles  S.  Braden,  Ph.D. 

A$tutant  Profe$$or  HMory  of  Religion,  Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  Illinois 


GLANCE  a  t 
almost  any 
display  of  pe¬ 
riodicals  would  seen) 
to  answer  the  question 
as  to  what  some  ed¬ 
itors  want.  The  il¬ 
lustrations  that  shriek 
at  one  from  the  cover 
pages  and  the  highly 
suggestive  featured  ti¬ 
tles  of  articles  would 
seem  to  be  an  ac¬ 
curate  index  of  what 
certain  editors  think 
to  be  most  important. 

However,  I  had 
never  known  just  how 
an  editor  would  ex¬ 
plain  the  character  of 
his  magazine  until  a 
little  while  ago  when 
a  copy  of  a  magazine 
for  writers  fell  into 
my  hands  and  I  read  through  the  section  telling  the  wants 
of  editors,  mostly  in  their  own  words.  I  pass  on  a  few 
of  them  gleaned  from  the  files  of  that  magazine. 

There  is  nothing  particularly  wrong  about  this  one 
from  a  story  magazine  featuring  adventure.  The  editor 
wants  “not  single  incidents,  not  travel  materials,  but 
thrilling  narratives  of  he-man  adventures  .on  the  out 
trails  of  the  world.”  It  is  typical  of  a  variety  of  like 
periodicals^  which,  on  the  whole,  may  be  fairly  wholesome. 
It  was  the  “he-man”  quality  that  caught  my  eye. 

There  is  another  type  of  magazine  that  features 
highly  emotional  situations  in  individual,  family,  and  so¬ 
cial  life,  usually  on  the  confession  order.  The  editors 
arc  fairly  clear  as  to  just  what  is  wanted  here.  Most 
of  them  run  to  sex  problems  by  deliberate  design. 

Here  an  editor  announces  a  plan  “to  start  a  snappy 
type  of  magazine  with  highly  fervid  love  stories,  ‘sexy’ 
and  smart  in  style,  but  suitable  for  women.”  He  solicits 
material  for  it. 

Another  editor  is  in  the  market  for  “gay,  young  gen¬ 
eration  stories  with  considerable  sex  interest.”  Still  an¬ 
other  wants  “clever,  interesting,  and  satirical  fiction  with 
cleverly  plotted  sex  interest  and  a  Parisian  background.” 

One  editor  asks  for  “love  stories  that  have  a  strong 
and  attractive  sex  appeal.”  Another  declares  that  be¬ 
sides  other  qualities  his  stories  “must  also  have  a  sex 
flavor,  but  withal  be  clean.”  “The  sex  story  told  in  the 
third  person”  is  sought  by  another. 

High  emotionalism  is  demanded  by  this  type  of  peri¬ 
odical.  Stories  must  have  a  deeply  emotional  appeal. 
One  editor  states  it  thus,  “Stories  of  marriage  and  love 
’’written  in  the  first  person  and  in  a  highly  emotional  way.” 
One  editor  specifies  particularly  “realistic  love  stories 


having  a  strong  heart 
interest  which  will 
provide  a  deep  emo¬ 
tional  appeal  to  work¬ 
ing  girls.”  * 

Must  Be  “Shot 
Through  With 
Giddiness” 

There  are  maga¬ 
zines  whose  major 
interest  centers  in  col¬ 
lege  life.  How  will 
college  men  and  women 
enjoy  this  editor’s  de¬ 
scription  of  college 
life.?  He  is  looking 
for  “bright  college 
stories  wherein  the 
love  element  is  han¬ 
dled  with  a  sophisti¬ 
cated  touch.  . 

Short  stories  of  col¬ 
lege  life  that  are  shot 
through  with  the  glamour  and  giddiness  which  properly 
belongs  in  such  surroundings.” 

A  New  York  editor  wants  “intelligent  burlesque  humor 
of  life,  the  unusual,  the  unexpected — fiction  put  into  such 
shape  that  it  overshadows  truth”  an  appealing  phrase 
this  last,  whatever  it  may  mean. 

One  magazine  exists  to  bring  the  night  life  of  Paris 
to  American  readers,  “a  brisk,  enlivening  magazine  of 
Paris  night  life,  containing  snappy  stories  with  Parisian 
backgrounds  and  personal  experience  articles  of  the  Latin 
quarter,  studio  life,  etc.” 

A  Million  Copies  a  Week  of  This! 

Another  will  perform  a  like  service  for  metropolitan 
life  in  one  of  our  own  great  cities.  It  will  be  on  a  higher 
level  than  the  other,  but  we  are  assured  that  it  “will  not 
be  highbrow  nor  radical.”  It  will  be  what  is  commonly 
called  sophisticated  in  that  it  will  assume  a  reasonable 
degree  of  enlightenment  on  the  part  of  its  readers. 

Then  there  is  a  group  of  editors  who  print  plain  smut 
and  obscenity  and  try  to  disguise  it  under  high-flown 
verbiage  about  uplift.  Here  is  a  sample:  “We  intend  to 
keep  this  a  sex  magazine.  We  want  to  stick  to  elementals, 
sex  elementals — the  thing  closest  to  the  heart  of  the 
average  woman  or  girl,  whatever  her  ignorance  or  so¬ 
phistication.  Above  all,  we  mean  to  lift  the  moral  tone 
of  the  magazine.  (Could  it  possibly  have  been  low?)  We 
believe  that  to  treat  sex  trivially  is  to  diminish  its  dra¬ 
matic  value)  while  sober  treatment  enhances  it.  Char¬ 
acters  may  do  anything  they  please,  but  they  must  do  it 
from  some  lofty  or  apparently  lofty  motive.”  This  maga¬ 
zine  is  one  of  a  group  which  professes  to  have  a  circula¬ 
tion  of  millions  weekly,  and  it  is  on  your  newsstand. 
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This  staiem^t,  which  reveals  the  real  interest  of  the-  and  help  children  and  animals.  How  about  some  kind  of 
whole  brood  of  like  sheets,  was  found  as  just  one  among  a  society — it  would  certainly  be  humane-^that  would  tend 
a  score  or  more  statements  of  editors’  needs,  some  of  them  to  do  away  with  this  type  of  “newsstand  poison”  which  isif 
church  editors,  and,  oddly  enough,  in  the  same  column  destroying  much  that  is  finest  in  vast  numbers  of  Amer- 
is  a  request  for  stories  as  to  how  humane  societies  rescue  ican  young  people  to-day? 


A  Neglected  Phase  of  Spiritual  Ministry 


By  LeGrand  Kerr,  M.D. 

PelUm  of  Amoriean  OolUgo  of  Pkg$ieiatu 


The  opportunity  to  worship  and  attend  the  ap¬ 
pointed  means  of  grace,  as  interpreted  by  the  min¬ 
istry,  is  not  always  possible.  In  many  instances  it 
is  most  inconvenient  for  the  individual.  In  other  circum¬ 
stances  it  is  impossible. 

Present-day  activities,  witli  their  demands  upon  the 
time  of  the  individual,  do  not  always  leave  him  free  for 
the  selection  of  his  time  of  worship.  Unless  his  religious 
training  and  faith  are  strong  and  well  rooted,  the  many 
allurements  of  the  present  day,  by  a  simple  process  of 
mental  effort  can  be  transformed  by  the  individual  into 
necessities.  These  leave  him  without  the  inclination ;  that 
is,  the  inclination  is  not  so  strong  that  it  cannot  be  read¬ 
ily  set  aside  as  subservient  to  the  need  of  rest  and  the 
need  of  exercise  and  recreation. 

In  any  large  community  there  are  large  numbers  of 
nominal  Christians. 


People  Who  Do  Not  Get  to  Church 

These  men  and  women  are  fully  aware  of  the  benefits 
of  the  church  in  a  community;  they  are  appreciative  of 
the  great  good  that  is  accomplished  through  the  church’s 
many  activities ;  they  want  to  see  it  progress  and  grapple 
with  and  influence  the  great  questions  of  the  day.  They 
may  even  be  most  hearty  well-wishers  of  a  particular 
church  and  of  a  particular  pastor.  But  with  their  well- 
wishing  and  their  occasional  drifting  in  at  Easter  or  at 
a  time  of  great  stress,  their  interest  ends.  They  do  not 
support  any  man  or  any  organization — mentally,  mor¬ 
ally,  or  with  material  gifts.  As  far  as  their  spiritual  life 
is  concerned,  it  is  a  vacuum,  or  nearly  so. 

Even  in  the  well-organized  churches  there  is  a  per¬ 
centage  of  those  who  are  members  or  occasional  attend¬ 
ants  who  contribute  nothing  to  the  church  but  their  in¬ 
frequent  attendance.  This  percentage  might,  with  safety, 
be  placed  at  from  ten  to  twenty-five  per  cent.  They  are 
a  problem  for  any  church. 

Irrespective  of  what  we  think  should  be,  the  history 
of  religion  in  the  past  has  been  that  it  has  more  or  less 
adapted  its  expression  to  the  needs  of  the  changing  times. 

In  Protestantism  there  has  been  the  recognition  of 
the  individual  largely  to  the  exclusion  of  any  church  au¬ 
thority.  Its  inception  was  largely  upon  this  basis. 

While  there  need  be  no  temporizing  with  the  great 
verities,  with  the  fundamentals  of  religious  belief,  the  ap¬ 
preciation  of  them  may  still  be  open  to  better  adaptation. 

The  golfer  is  a  product  of  recent  years.  With  the 
call  to  the  open  spaces  which  he  intently  listens  for  every 
pleasant  Sunday,  his  urge  for  favorite  foursome  makes 
church  attendance  a  trial  even  on  a  rainy  day. 

The  busy  housewife,  whose  day  is  largely  given  over 
to  the  task  of  providing  for  the  comfort  and  well-being 
of  others,  may  be  the  queen  of  her  home,  but  she  is  not 
the  mistress  of  her  time. 


The  busy  physician,  whose  duties  compel  him  to  at¬ 
tend  the  needy  at  home  and  in  hospital  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  and,  indeed,  often  far  into  the  night,  cannot  say, 
“This  thing  will  I  do  at  this  appointed  hour.” 

And  the  worker,  often  through  force  of  circumstances, 
cannot  readily  give  up  two  or  three  hours  from  his  labors 
for  church  attendance,  and  when  he  can,  the  home  often 
demands  those  hours. 

And  then  there  is  that  large  group,  whose  early  reli¬ 
gious  training  has  not  been  such  that  they  feel  the  ne¬ 
cessity  for  giving  one  or  more  hours  to  church  attendance. 

Are  all  of  these  to  be  neglected?  Because  of  their 
apparent  or  real  disinterestedness,  because  of  their  in¬ 
ertia  of  habit,  because  of  their  incorrect  evaluation  of 
fundamentals,  are  these  to  be  disregarded?  The  most 
fundamental  obligation  of  any  religion  is  to  safeguard 
and  nurture  the  spiritual  life  of  those  with  whom  it  makes 
any  kind  of  contact. 

How  could  these  best  be  served? 

Might  they  not  be  induced  to  spend  at  least  a  few 
minutes  in  prayer  and  meditation  in  the  church  at  a  time 
that  would  not  interfere  with  their  inclinations  for  a  more 
or  less  unrestricted  day?  Would  they  not  even  welcome 
this  service? 


New  Types  of  Services  at  Unusual  Hours 
Needed 

The  average  human  being  is  influenced  more  certainly 
by  what  he  sees  than  by  what  he  hears.  If  some  who 
now  disregard  all  religious  ceremony,  except  to  tolerate 
it,  could  see  some  of  its  manifestations  in  a  service  with-  ^ 
out  having  it  talked  to  them  or  at  them,  might  they  not  ® 
be  brought  to  a  realization  of  its  power  and  finally  of 
themselves  seek  the  preached  word? 

These  are  not  being  reached  through  the  usual  church 
service.  As  the  important  thing  in  religion  is  to  possess 
a  personal  relationship  to  God,  why  would  not  an  early 
morning  service  of  a  few  minutes  duration  only  reach  this 
large  and  increasing  number  and  be  a  means  of  helping 
them  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  church  and  of 
God?  If  this  relationship  could  be  established,  we  could 
well  let  the  correct  philosophy  about  the  facts  of  religion 
take  care  of  itself. 

It  might  not  be  the  part  of  wisdom  to  outline  a  plan 
for  such  a  service:  its  feasibility  and  the  desirability  for 
it  would  first  have  to  bo  established,  and  then  it  might 
be  a  more  or  less  special  problem  for  each  individual 
church. 

But  with  the  present-day  activities  and  demands,  I 
feel  strongly  that  in  the  larger  communities  and  in  com-  ^ 
munities  which  have  a  large  number  of  city  dwellers  (as  ^ 
at  summer  resorts,  etc.),  such  a  service,  brief  and  at  the 
proper  hour,  would  fill  a  decided  spiritual  need. 
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Greater  Wesley  Tabernacle 


SEVERAL  weeks  ago  we  were  in  a  city  out  in  the 
far  Pacific  Northwest.  In  a  large  and  representa¬ 
tive  Methodist  assembly,  we  had  made  a  talk  on 
“Methodism’s  Ministry  to  the  Negro.”  The  value  of 
the  talk  clearly  lay  in  the  novelty  of  the  presence  of  a 
colored  speaker  in  a  white  audience  in  such  a  remote 
section  of  our  country.  But  the  general  theme  of  that 
talk  became  pregnant  with  tremendous  interest  when  the 
presiding  oflicer,  the  resident  bishop  of  the  area,  Bishop 
H.  Lester  Smith,  arose  to  give  confirmation  to  the  main 
elements  of  our  story  of  Methodism’s  remarkable  mis¬ 
sionary  doings  for  the  black  man  chiefly  in  the  Southland 
for  the  last  half  hundred  years  and  more. 

Bishop  Smith’s  vital  grasp  and  knowledge  of  that 
thrilling  missionary  chapter  in  the  history  of  American 
Methodism  was  to  us  a  surprise.  For  it  showed  that  he 
had  not  been  a  mere  reader  of  the  printed  records,  but 
himself  had  been  a  part  of  that  stirring  drama  and  had, 
by  direct  contact,  first-hand  knowledge  of  this  movement 
as  it  has  swept  on  in  his  own  time.  He  has  not  lived  in 
a  position  of  detached  interest  from  the  forces  that  are 
shaping  the  destinies  of  his  colored  brethren. 

This  was  very  evident  from  the  recital  of  an  experience 
which  he  had  previously  had  when  holding  one  of  our 
colored  Conferences— the  Texas— several  years  ago. 
He  referred  to  the  reports  of  the  splendid  men  of  that 
Conference— how  these  compared  favorably  with  those 
of  any  Conference  within  the  church;  how  those  reports 
were  an  ad^uate  justification  of  all  the  wealth  of  in¬ 
terest  and  life  which  Methodism  has  poured  into  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  her  colored  brethren  in  the  Southland  dur¬ 
ing  her  ministry  to  them.  As  evidence  for  proof  of  his 
position,  the  bishop  instanced  one  case  as  typical  It 
was  that  of  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Kelly,  Sr.,  and  the  Greater 
Wesley  Tabernacle  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Galveston,  lexas.  Out  in  this  remote  northwestern  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  country  we  heard  Bishop  Smith  pay  to  Dr. 
Kelly,  on  the  basis  of  merit,  an  unusual  tribute,  every 
word  of  which,  knowing  the  man  and  his  work  as  we 
have  for  years,  we  approve  as  richly  deserved. 

When,  in  the  fall  of  1920,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
pastorate  of  Wesley  Tabernacle,  Dr.  Kelly  brought  to 
a  difficult  situation  a  powerful  conviction.  He  held  that 
an  efficient  church  must  be  one  that  adapts  itself  to  the 
diversified  legitimate  demands  of  modern  community  life. 
To  do  this,  that  church  must  have  a  program  with  ob¬ 
jectives  of  such  character  and  size  as  will  challenge  and 
hold  the  community  to  activities  of  social  betterment.  It 
nuist  likewise  incite  in  the  individual  definite  response  to 
an  effort  of  personal  character  development.  Fortu¬ 
nately  for  this  pastor,  his  ideals  found  reinforcement  in 
the  general  program  of  the  denomination.  For  at  that 
period  the  Methodist  Church  had  launched  upon  the  ad-  ' 
venture  of  an  expanding  and  more  efficient  church,  and 
was  everywhere  adapting  old  forms  and  programs  to  I 
the  new  outlook  with  its  new'  demands.  ' 

Ho  believed  tremendously  in  youth  as  the  church’s  i 
most  promising  asset  for  the  future.  Accordingly  he  ‘ 
reasoned  that  the  most  pressing  problem  of  the  efficient 
church  is  conservation  of  its  young  manhood,  young  ^ 
womanhood,  and  its  childhood ;  that  the  primary  method  * 
of  doing  this  is  through  religious  education  definitely  t 
marked  out  and  directed  under  supervision  of  the  church.  J 


e  Said  he,  “All  the  facilities  and  equipment  involved  in  such 
a  program  of  religious  development  for  the  youth  must 
a  be  provided  for  the  youth  of  the  congregation  for  which 
f  I  am  responsible.” 

a  Clearly  such  a  program  required  a  physical  plant 
e  adapted  in  all  purposes  for  its  realization.  Pastor  and 

t  people  determined  to  project  a  new  church  building  and 

e  began  immediately  creating  sentiment  favorable  through- 

3  out  the  community  for  erecting  a  $50,000  modern  brick 

1  structure.  It  was  a  big  task  to  undertake  and  required 

-  great  courage  on  the  part  of  leader  and  followers.  Rela- 

1  tively  speaking,  the  membership — ^just  400 — was  small. 

Their  church  assets  were  practically  negligible.  Already 
reaction  from  the  Centenary  enthusiasm  was  beginning 
I  to  set  in.  By  this  time,  1923,  the  slump,  because  of  Cen- 
!  tenary  inability  to  make  good  many  pledges,  was  hang¬ 
ing  like  a  forbidding  cloud  above  the  horizon  of  the  gen- 
>  eral  church.  According  to  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
and  Church  Extension,  “Wesley  Tabernacle  had  not  been 
wntten  into  the  extension  program  of  the  Houston  Dis- 
tnet;  and  as  for  the  emergency  fund,  there  was  a  half 
million  dollar  reserve  to  cover  a  million  dollar  asking.” 

How  could  Pastor  Kelly  meet  the  compelling  demand 
for  a  new  church  plant.?  “We  were  able,”  he  says,  “to 
make  a  mortgage  debt  for  the  sum  of  $17,600,  which 
amount,  plus  $5,500  that  we  had  on  hand,  represents 
the  entire  capital  of  the  church  at  that  time.  After 
much  persuasion,  the  architect  agreed  to  let  the  contract, 
providing  we  would  promise  to  have  the  balance  of  the 
funds  on  hand  as  would  be  needed  in  the  progress  of  the 
work.  The  work  was  begun  the  last  week  in  October, 
1923,  and  was  completed  in  full  the  first  week  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1924.  To-day,  $11,000  will  pay  every  cent  owed  on 
this  church,  and  not  one  cent  has  been  received  from  the 
general  church.” 

Mark  it!  A  $50,000  church  structure,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful,  well  equipped,  prominently  located,  effi-  ' 
ciently  functioning  church  plants  in  all  our  Southern 
field  erected  by  the  local  congregation  itself  without  one 
cent  from  the  missionary  board  of  the  denomination. 
Food  for  thought!  More  striking  even  is  the  following 
group  of  facts:  During  the  entire  period  of  construc¬ 
tion  and  paying,  not  one  penny  has  ever  been  raised  at 
the  Sundmj  services.  Asked  why  this  elimination  of 
money-raising  on  tlie  Sabbath  for  even  so  obviously 
necessary  a  purpose  as  paying  for  their  new  church 
structure.  Dr.  Kelly,  whose  ministry  is  one  with  a  pro¬ 
nounced  spiritual  emphasis,  said: 

a"budiero7*m64^  (not  unip  leaders— InA  to-day  weTav\ 

*  t  ^,764,  and  the  subscription  to  this  budget  is  $9,349 
Receipts  for  the  quarter,  as  rendered  April  4  at  th^  OuaVt^lv 
Conference,  were  $3,647.30.  *  ®  Wuarieriy 

It  is.  interesting  to  note  how  sinners  have  been  converted  and 
joined  oi^  communion  during  this  building  period.  Eighty  ner  cent 
of  the  officiary  of  the  church  are  men  who^  were  sinK  when  we 
became  pastor  of  this  church.  Without  one  set  revival  duHnjr  our 
127  adult  persons  have  been  converted  during  the 
Sunday  services  It  is,  quite  evident  that  money  may  be  rfised 

of  S'L Aship  ‘Abatement  of  the  spiritual  ardo; 

The  growth  and  interest  in  our  young  people’s  work  have 

ffradeH^^"°“^"“  ■  I**®  's  departmentalised  and  the 

graded  lessons  used  in  every  department.  Each  department  is 

tlT'^do  accessories  as  are  necessary 

to  do  efficiently  the  assigned  task.  Our  Sunday-school  enrollment 
has  increased  from  176  to  376  pupils.  The  Epworth  League  has 
made  the  same  definite  progress.  A  study  class  in  elementary 
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methods  meets  weekly  for  instructions.  ‘Storv  Telling,*  by  Gather, 
is  the  text  used.  Two  classes  of  young  people  meet  each  Tuesday 
evening  for  a  definite  studv  in  stewardship.  ‘Stewardship  For  All 
of  Life,*  bv  Loveioy,  is  the  text  used. 

“A  brotherhood  of  the  boys  is  one  of  the  outstanding  factors 
for  good  in  the  church.  The  entire  young  life  is  organised  into  a 
junior  church,  which  has  definite  form  and  does  actual  reli^ous 
work.  Each  second  Sunday  is  designated  for  their  service.  They 
take  our  entire  services  for  the  day,  and  are  thereby  trained  to  do 
definite  church  work.  As  a  result  of  these  activities,  four  young 
men  have  e^ressed  a  knowledge  of  a  definite  call  to  the  ministry. 
One  is  a  junior  in  Wiley  College,  two  are  seniors  in  this  high  school, 
and  the  other  is  a  freshman  in  the  high  school.** 

A  man  of  conviction,  but  of  courage  and  consecra¬ 
tion,  was  required  for  this  achievement.  With  a 
character  possessing  these  elements,  Edward  W.  Kelly 
is  fortunately  endowed.  His  congregation  and  the 
entire  community  of  Galveston,  believing  implicitly  in 
the  man  and  his  vision,  have  followed  him.  Wherever 
the  call  for  co-operation  has  gone  forth  from  among  his 
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officials,  there  has  been  the  promptest  and  most  cheerful 
response.  For  all  these  years  there  has  existed  in  his 
official  board  the  most  cordial  spirit  of  co-operation.  In 
Galveston  it  is  a  proverbial  statement  that  Greater  Wes¬ 
ley  Tabernacle  official  board  meetings  resemble  a  family 
reunion  rather  than  a  formal  business  assembly.  Be¬ 
sides,  Dr.  Kelly  is  a  great  preacher,  who  would  be  a  con¬ 
structive  asset  in  any  pulpit  within  our  twenty  colored 
Conferences. 

With  the  equipment  as  at  present  set  up,  and  an  aug¬ 
mented  personnel  of  an  additional  trained  deaconess,  a 
director  of  religious  education,  and  director  of  instru¬ 
mental  and  vocal  music,  Wesley  Tabernacle,  under  its 
outstanding  leadership,  will  be  probably  the  ranking 
church  in  the  far  Southland  in  point  of  efficiency  in  the 
execution  of  an  all-round  modern  church  program. 


Echoes  Philadelphia  Area  Men’s  Council 

Held  at  Tindley  Temple,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

By  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Thompson,  B.D. 


The  Methodist  Men’s  Council  held  in  Philadelphia 
recently,  was  the  twenty-second  of  a  series  of  Men’s 
Councils  of  similar  purpose  and  plan  in  other  epis¬ 
copal  areas  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

It  was  the  first  time  in  the  council  movement  that  the 
Negro  race  was  included  on  a  parity  with  the  white  race. 
Its  sessions  were  held  in  the  largest  Negro  Methodist 
Church  in  the  world.  Dr.  Charl^  A.  Tindley  has  been 
the  pastor  for  twenty-six  years.  It  has  9,500  members, 
3,000  of  whom  are  tithers. 

There  were  1,500  registrants,  who  for  three  days 
listened  to  addresses  by  fourteen  of  America’s  Christian 
leaders,  men  eminent  in  church  and  state.  The  council 
had  no  financial  objective.  No  collections.  A  registration 
fee  of  $2  was  received,  solely  to  support  the  council. 

The  Philadelphia  Area,  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Berry, 
resident  bishop,  consists  of  four  Conferences :  Philadel¬ 
phia,  New  Jersey,  Wyoming,  and  the  Delaware  Confer¬ 
ence,  colored.  There  are  included  1,443  churches;  269,- 
070  members;  $38,000,000  in  church  and  parsonage 
property;  four  educational  institutions;  eleven  homes, 
hospitals,  and  orphanages. 

Dr.  Bert  E.  Smith,  executive  secretary,  declared  this 
council  the  best  in  program  and  execution. 

The  director  of  congregational  singing  was  Mr.  J. 
Lincoln  Hall,  of  the  Hall-Mack  Co.,  music  publishers. 

The  great  new  $40,000  organ  in  Tindley  Temple  was 
played  by  Mr.  Clarence  Kohlman,  organist  at  the  Ocean 
Grove  Camp  Meeting,  New  Jersey. 

“The  Men’s  Council  is  part  of  a  church-wide  move¬ 
ment  to  vitalize,  organize,  and  utilize  the  man-power  of 
the  church  for  its  Christian  responsibility.  ...  It  seeks 
to  bring  preachers  and  laymen  into  closer  unity  in  loyal 
devotion  to  their  common  task.  .  .  .  The  council  aims 
to  correlate'  and  support  every  group  in  the  local  church 
that  touches  the  life  of  men.” 

The  emblem  is  the  shield  and  cross,  a  badge  that 
stands  for  an  organization  with  a  service  motive. 

The  motto:  A  million  Methodist  men  making  the 
mind  of  the  Master  their  main  motive  and  mission. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  readers  of  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate  will  enjoy  the  following  excerpts 
from  the  council  addresses  per  program : 


“They  Brought  Him  to  Jesus” — McDowell. 

Speaking  bluntly,  the  Christian  church  is  not  making  enough  of 
Jesus  Christ.  'We  must  recover  for  the  church  its  ancient  passion 
for  the  souls  of  men.  Set  it  in  the  stream  of  modern  life. 

What  is  the  most  important  thing  that  any  one  man  can  do  for 
any  other  man?  Make  him  acquainted  with  some  other  person  that 
is  worth  knowing.  “Introduce  me  to  the  Lord  of  all  llrt.” 

The  best  persons  to  bring  others  to  Christ  are  their  fathers, 
mothers,  sisters,  brothers.  Nathaniel  went  across  lots  to  get  his 
man — informed. 

“A  Valid  Christianity  for  To-day” — Sweet. 

I  cut  my  finger — the  blood  is  red;  a  colored  man’s  blood  is  red. 
“God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations.’*  Solve  the  race  problem 
on  the  basis  of  brotherhood.  Make  religion  a  reality  in  all  spheres 
of  life. 

A  valid  Christianity  will  seek  the  truth  and  will  follow  that 
truth  where  it  leads.  The  church  is  not  the  objective,  but  the  agency. 

“God's  Substitute  for  Man's  Financial  Drives” — Ban¬ 
croft. 

The  tithe  is  the  minimum  of  our  giving.  The  fellow  who  doesn’t 
tithe  is  below  level,  giving  at  cellar  rate.  The  tithe  is  a  tribute 
to  God’s  ownership  of  all.  The  widow’s  mite  was  all  her  living. 
It  costs  to  love. 

“The  Church  In  Modern  Life” — Chas.  E.  Jefferson. 

I  love  the  church.  Paul  loved  it  so.  He  called  it  the  household 
of  God,  the  body  of  Christ,  the  bride  of  Christ,  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  the  truth,  the  medium  of  revelation. 

Paul  believed  in  the  church,  that  through  the  tides  of  fluctuating 
opinion  it  was  going  to  stand  like  a  rock.  I  love  it  because  so 
many  people  are  criticizing  it.  Many  say  the  church  is  in  peril, 
has  come  to  the  crossroads.  I  want  to  be  with  it  there.  It  has  al¬ 
ways  been  attacked. 

The  Bible  has  been  misinterpreted  a  thousand  times.  The  scribes 
and  rabbis  did  not  understand  the  Scriptures,  could  not  hear  the 
voice  of  God  in  their  own  day.  The  Medievalists  noticed  that  Jesus 
never  married.  Hence  the  vow  of  celibacy — no  property — no  busi¬ 
ness — moneyless — hid  away  in  monasteries.  An  awful  but  honest 
blunder.  The  Puritans,  seventeenth  century:  Read  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  with  earnest  hearts  and  keen  eyes.  “Everything  is  here; 
if  not,  it  is  an  invention.”  Hence,  no  Christmas — no  Easter — no 
pictures — no  beauty  in  the  house  of  God!  The  nineteenth  century: 
False  reading;  not  in  the  light  of  experience — individualistic.  The 
twentieth  century:  So  much  of  our  education  is  pagan;  busine.ss 
creed  is  materialistic;  our  politics  are  rotten.  India  does  not  un¬ 
derstand  how  we  can  treat  colored  people  as  we  do.  Unless  we 
do  the  thing,  there  is  no  hope  of  silencing  criticism.  'We  are  to  make 
the  social  applications  of  the  gospel.  Jesus  had  not  time  to  do  it. 

“The  Supremacy  of  Law” — Senator  Willis,  Ohio. 

I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  spirit  that  seems  to  wish  to  take 
out  the  essentials  of  religion  and  make  it  a  sort  of  polite  philo¬ 
sophic  society. 

The  church  stands  as  a  bar  to  anarchy.  If  one  man  can  break 
some  law  which  he  doesn’t  like,  every  other  man  has  the  right  to 
break  some  law  which  he  doesn’t  like.  Crime  is  crime! 

“A  Christian  Home  Life” — Ralph  Connor,  Canada. 

Home  is  the  dearest  thing  in  all  the  heritage  of  our  civilization. 
At  the  very  origination  of  the  home  lies  marriage.  The  place  of 
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marriage  determines  the  place  of  woman.  Woman’s  proper  place, 
the  comrade  and  companion  of  man.  f  y  > 

•  In  18M  there  were  17,#6T  divorces  |  in  1926,  there  were  169,189: 
ven  and  (me-half  times  the  increase  in  population  for  forty  years ! 
iterature  deals  so  much  with  the  “eternal  triangle”;  sugi^sts  the 
Dreakdown  of  the  home.  Divorce  for  the  purpose  of  remairiage  is 
adultery.  People  have  to  work  it  out  with  their  own  consciences 
and  the  Word  of  God.  The  church  exists  for  the  home  and  to  make 
men. 

''Making  America  Z>ry”— Ex-Gov.  Pat.  M.  Neff,  Texas. 

The  Eighteenth  Amendment  was  put  into  the  Constitution  bv 
forty-six  out  of  forty-eight  States,  backed  up  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

Evils  die  hard.  .  .  .  Put  bootlegger  and  buyer  on  the  same 
rock  pile.  .  .  .  Are  we  going  to  admit  that  we  are  incapable  of 
self-government?  We  are  going  to  win. 

"A  Man's  Religion"— S.  Paekes  Cadman,*  Brooklyn. 

It  is  far  more  important  for  us  to  be  alive  unto  God  and  dead 
unto  the  world  than  to  have  mere  intellectuality.  Be  a  son  of  God! 

^  crushed  unless  inward  resistance  is  equal  to  that 
outward  oppression.  ^ 

.  7“®  destroyed,  do  you  not  know  that  we  should 

still  have  the  living  Christ? 

Abolish  these  damnable  prejudices. 

Emotionalism  is  no  substitute  for  sound  thinking 

What  will  be  your  place  in  the  annals  of  eternity  five  minutes 

f  *®*ders  of  to-day?  Consolidate  • 

Christianity  lest  it  perish  in  a  pit  of  blood.  Attach  supreme  im¬ 
portance  to  Christ.  ^ 

"The  World  Task  of  Methodism" — W.  S.  Bovakd. 

proceed  to  pre-empt  the  whole  human  world  in  its 
childhood  to  furnish  a  spiritual  adulthood.  If  we  want  a  warless 
^orld,  emphasis  must  be  put  upon  constructive  rather  than  the 
jpfestructive  phases  of  our  national  life. 

Two  hundred  Americans  with  $62,000,000  (made  in  a  war  that 
cost  billions)  went  into  Russia,  a  realm  of  human  stuff,  and  in 
two  years— fighting  pestilence  and  disease— saved  more  lives  than 
the  war  destroyed.  Nobody  has  written  this  into  the  school  books! 

"Dynamics  of  Christianity" — Chas.  A.  Tindley 

The  Last  Supper.  Not  many  knew  how  or  where,  but  they  were 
disciples  and  willing.  .  .  .  “But  be  of  good  cheer” — a  disjunctive 
that  cut  off  all  the  gloom,' that  linked  up  with  victory  ahead.  I 
say,  ‘Be  of  good  cheer,”  to  help  folks  bear  it;  but  He  said  it  be¬ 
cause  He  was  going  to  fix  it  so  that  it  would  be  better  than  they 
thought.  It  is  the  Lord’s  note  above  the  calamity. 

The  Reason  “I  h&ve  overcome  the  world!”  The  suggestion  of 
the  dynamics  of  the  Christian  church— a  startling  word!  ft  changes 
time  and  tense ;  it  is  done  now!  All  that  is  coming  from  Jesus  is 
included  in  HIS  NOW!  Positive  assurance,  done  now! 

Sin  won’t  move  for  a  thing  but  righteousness. 

The  Struggle  for  Brotherhood" — Edward  Steiner. 

During  2,000  years  not  enough  people  have  heard  the  gospel 
to  change  the  currents  of  history!  ®  ^ 

A  hot-headed  youth  fires  a  pistol  at  the  heir  of  Austria ;  10,000,000 
men  give  up  their  lives;  heartbreak,  “World  sickness.’^ 

Progress  has  not  moved  us  far.  Polygamy  is  still  regnant.  Sci¬ 


ence  Is  our  Mish.  Chemicals  always  behave  the  same  way  uuder 
the  same  condiWons.  You  can’t  say  that  about  human  relationships. 

WhCT  you  hate  and  hate  hard  enough  and  long  enough,  you  lose 
your  inind.  The  war  came;  we  lost  our  minds.  .  .  .  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  hate  is  to  destroy.  The  thing  won’t  go  out  of  us,  u^ess 
we  have  the  mind  of  Christ — a  new  birth! 

"The  Outlawry  of  War" — Col.  Raymond  Robin 

“They  that  take  the  sword  shall  perish  with  the  sword." 

Aftem^h  of  Orsat  War.  Europe  is  bankrupt!  men  hating  each 
other  in  the  mass;  the  returned  soldier  restless. 

What  will  the  next  war  mean?  Women  will  be  conscripted  for 
munition  factories;  wholesale  slaughter  by  scientific  methods!  Do 
you  care? 

As  we  grow  old  the  army  of  the  young  advances.  Give  yourself 
to  this,  the  great  adventure  of  your  generation— outlaw  the  war 
system. 

Methodism  and  the  Negro  Race" — Lorenzo  H.  King 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  a  universal  church. 

Jesus  Christ  came  with  a  concept  that  fell  athwart  the  thinking 
.  L*®  ,  y*  8*'’®  ideal  of  a  new  social  order:  a  universal  group 

of  brotherly  men,  doing  the  wUl  of  their  Father,  God. 

Wesley  and  Whitefleld  came  forth  with  this;  ‘“Hiere  is  such  a 
thing  as  a  religious  experience.  ...  We  black  people  believe  in 
a  religion  that  we  can  feel.  ...  A  theology  with  God  as  Father 
and  men  as  brothers. 

The  Ministry  of  Christian  Education.  It  has  not  always  been 
popular  to  educate  the  Negro.  The  Methodist  Church  heard  the 
voice  of  One  who  said,  “Other  sheep  have  I,  not  of  this  fold;  them 

u  ®  j  o"®  sheepfold  and  one  shep¬ 

herd.  The  Methodist  Church  went. 

Methodism  must  carry  on  or  repudiate  her  Christian  ideals. 

"The  Meaning  of  Christianity" — Chas.  R.  Brown 

What  is  the  essence  of  the  Christian  life?  The  soul’s  awareness 
of  the  presence  of  God  revealed  in  Christ,  an  experience  which  will 

great  communions.  This  process 
of  Christian  development  is  not  to  be  done  over  radio.  We  need 
fellowship  with  God  and  with  man. 

When  Jesus  desired  to  show  the  glory  of  heaven  He  did  not 
point  to  the  stars.  He  took  a  little  child  and  said,  “Except  ye 
humble  yourselves  and  become  as  a  little  child,  ye  shall  not  enter 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.”  That  is  the  evidence  of  the  Christian  life. 

"The  Irresistible  Christ" — Merton  S.  Rice 

Bot  we  see  Jesus.”  How  striking!  We  set  Him  over  against 
all  these  problems!^  “Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.”  A  man  who  could  say  such  things 
was  either  crazy  or  divine.  I  know  the  Christ  of  God  through  con¬ 
tact. 

We  see  sin,  war,  death— but  we  see  Jesus!  Match  the  Prince  of 
Peace  agmnst  them.  We  behold  Jesus  Christ  as  King  of  kings  and 
Lord  of  lords,  blessed  forever.  Take  Him! 

Devotions  {daily) — F.  Watson  Hannan 

Look  at  the  church  and  say,  “I  thank  you  for  environing  me 
in  a  way  conducive  to  worship — the  inner  grace  of  appreciation.” 

Prayer:  Make  us,  O  Lord,  masters  of  the  gospel,  that  it  may 
master  us.  ^ 


®  Annual  Session  of  Book  Committee 

Promptly  at  lO  o’clock  a.  M.,  Wednesday,  Report  of  the  Episcopal  Fund  was  read  by  D 
April  27,  pursuant  to  previous  announcements,  H.  Race,  treasurer. 


Promptly  at  lO  o’clock  a.  M.,  Wednesday, 
April  27,  pursuant  to  previous  announcements. 
Dr.  Wm.  F.  Connor,  chairman,  called  to  order  the 
Book  Committee  in  regular  annual  session  in  Edgewater 
Beach  Hotel,  Chicago.  Havergal’s  hymn,  “Lord,  speak 
to  me  that  I  may  speak  in  living  echoes  of  thy  tone,” 
was  announced  by  Editor  E.  P.  Dennett,  of  the  California 
Christian  Advocate,  who  led  the  devotions.  He  then  read, 
after  singing,  the  35-48  verses  of  the  Gospel  of  John, 
*ixtli  chapter. 

I'he  calling  of  the  roll  revealed  the  unavoidable  ab- 
wncc  of  the  following  members :  Dr.  J.  E.  Holmes,  Messrs. 
C.  A.  J.  Walker,  Jesse  R.  Clark,  F.  A.  Arter,  Dr.  H. 
C.  Jennings,  publishing  agent  emeritus.  Dr.  D.  F.  Diefen- 
orf,  and  Mr.  Frank  S.  ^Vallace.  Rules  of  procedure 
iJere  adopted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Frank  A.  Horne, 
y  Regular  routine  work  censjsted  in  hearing  reports 
^ni  editors,  standing  committees,  and  publishing  agents, 
^tie  committee  fixed  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  as  the  seat  of  the 
®ext  General  Conference. 


Report  of  the  Episcopal  Fund  was  read  by  Dr.  J. 
H.  Race,  treasurer. 

Dr.  O.  Grant  Markham  read  the  report  of  the  pub¬ 
lishing  agents.  This  report  gave  the  following  fiscal  table 
of  business  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1926,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  of  1925: 

Manufacturing  Department:  Decrease 

Religious  Job  Sales.  1926 . $628,186  18  $38,968  41 

Sales  to  Graded  Lessons  Syndication,  1926  .  432,937  46  10,817  68 

Commercial  Job  Sales,  1926  .  163,499  86  70,006  72 


. $1,124,622  96 

Net  Decrease  . 


$114,781  71 


A  A  ,  Increase  Decrease 

Accounts  Receivable  . $1,812,818  86  .  $62,928  98 

Notes  Payable  .  216,000  00  $146,000  00  ........ 

Accounts  Payable  .  198,917  62  66,766  61  , . 

Mortgages  Payable  .  836,000  00  686,000  00 

Invited  Surplus  .' .  806,887  26  .  VlMVesO 

A  .  292,089  68  .  60,646  48 

Accrued  Salaries,  Wages,  Taxes,  Interest  82,947  66  82  947  66 

Net  Produce  for  1926  .  218,119  10  .  289.768  96 

Of  special  interest  to  Annual  Conferences  is  the  fact 
that  during  the  ninety-year  period  of  its  policy,  the  Book 
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Concern  has  distributed  up  to  and  inclusive  of  1926  the 
huge  sum  of  $7,454,908  to  the  Annual  Conferences  from 
its  net  produce  for  retired  preachers,  widows,  and  chil¬ 
dren.  For  the  present  year’s  produce  the  Concern  sends 
to  the  Conferences  $200,000  for  this  purpose. 

In  conformity  with  Disciplinary  requirement,  the 
Book  Committee,  making  its  report  to  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences,  sends  out  this  year  the  following  address : 

One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  years  ago  the  church  fathers  with 
faith  and  vision  organised  The  Methodist  Book  Concern  for  the 
promoti(Mi  of  Christian  education  and  the  dissemination  of  moral 
and  religious  literature.  These  are  still  the  ideals  and  purpose  of 
The  Methodist  Book  Concern.  That  these  are  the  ideals  and  pur¬ 
pose  is  clearly  indicated  by  the  various  types  of  books,  periodicals, 
and  study  courses  in  religious  education. 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern  has  Mne  forward  in  its  particular 
field  under  the  efficient  leadership  of  the  publishing  agents.  Dr.  John 
H.  Race,  Dr.  George  C.  Douglass,  and  Dr.  O.  Grant  Markham, 
who  have  at  all  times  cared  for  the  larger  interests  of  the  church. 
They  have  had  associated  with  them  a  large  group  of  loyal  co¬ 
workers. 

The  Abingdon  Texts  are  increasing  in  popularity  with  those  who 
are  biterested  in  religious  educaticm  both  in  the  church  schools  and 
the  week  day  and  vacation  Bible  schools.  They  are  widely  used 
both  by  our  own  cburch  and  by  other  denominations. 

The  Sunday-school  publications  of  our  church  hold  a  pre-eminent 
place.  It  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  that  our  Sunday-school  liter¬ 
ature  as  rraresented  by  the  International  Uniform,  International 
Graded,  and  International  Group  Lessons  is  in  the  forerank  among 
Sunday-school  publications  in  the  United  States.  They  meet  the 
needs  in  every  school,  from  the  youngest  pupil  to  the  oldest.  We 
heartily  commend  them  to  the  Sunday  schools  of  our  church. 

We  note  with  pleasure  the  increase  in  the  number  of  subscribers 
to  the  Advocates,  and  wish  to  thank  the  pastors  for  their  interest 
In  the  church  papers.  We  respectfully  ask  their  co-operation  and 
assistance  in  making  Good  Literature  Day  a  success,  that  Methodists 
may  Increasingly  read  the  Advocates. 

A  fine  quality  and  variety  of  books  in  the  field  of  religious  liter¬ 
ature  have  been  produced  by  The  Methodist  Book  Concern,  two  of 
which  we  would  especially  mention:  “The  Story  of  Methodism,”  by 
Drs.  Luccock  and  Hutchinson;  and  “The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road,” 
by  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones. 

The  “Story  of  Methodism”  has  had  a  fine  reception  by  the  read¬ 
ing  public,  and  should  have  a  place  in  every  Methodist  home.  The 
reading  of  It  will  bring  a  greater  knowledge  of  our  church  and 
a  finer  loyalty  to  it. 

“The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road”  has  challenged  the  civilized 
world,  and  has  become  the  best  seller  among  religious  books  of  the 
year.  It  is  in  demand  in  every  land,  and  editions  have  been  printed 
in  various  foreign  languages. 

During  the  past  year  the  improvement  and  enlargement  of  the 
publishing  plant  at  Chicago  has  been  completed,  and  has  become 
tbe  home  of  many  church  boards. 

The  completion  of  the  new  publishing  plant  at  Dobb’s  Ferry, 
New  York,  has  given  the  church  one  of  the  finest  publishing  houses 
in  the  country. 

In  spite  of  quietness  in  the  publishing  business,  the  dividend  to 
the  Conferences  is  $200,000. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)  Louis  M.  Potter,  H.  S.  Hamilton,  J.  M.  Emert, 

G.  M.  Henderson,  J.  S.  Todd,  M.  J.  Naylor,  Fred  D.  Storie. 


Jubilee  Campaign 
For  Philander  Smith  College 

WITH  a  resolute  will  there  is  an  inevitable  way  to 
success.  Thus  reasons  the  entire  Philander  Smith 
College  community.  That  includes  trustees,  fac¬ 
ulty,  alumni,  student  body,  ministers  and  laymen  of  the 
patronizing  Conference,  and  all  well-wishing  friends  of 
Christian  education.  Spurred  on  by  faith  in  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  the  object  for  which  they  are  striving  and  in  the 
generosity  of  a  sympathetic  public,  leaders  in  the  Philan¬ 
der  Smith  College  campaign  for  a  much-needed  $60,000 
endowment  fund  formally  opened  their  drive  in  Little 
Rock,  on  March  4,  with  a  striking  parade  of  cars,  with 
President  Taylor,  of  the  college,  seated  in  the  school  car 
at  the  head  of  the  enthusiastic  crusaders.  In  the  other 
cars — twenty  in  all — were  members  of  the  faculty  and 
students.  Decorations  consisted  of  flowers  and  buntings, 
punctured  with  placards  and  pennants  bearing  stirring 


slogans.  This  caravan  of  enthusiastic  boosters  proceeded 
through  thickly  populated  sections  of  the  city  where 
their  constituency  reside  in  large  numbers,  and  impres| 
sively  brought  home  to  the  residents  of  the  city  of  Little' 
Rock  the  challenge  of  Christian  education  and  enlarged 
opportunity  for  the  youth. 

That  was  a  striking  appeal,  a  fine  way  to  initiate  one 
of  the  most  worthy  movements  for  the  public  good  that 
ever  came  to  that  or  any  other  community.  The  Philan- 
derian,  their  college  paper,  said  editorially  concerning 
the  campaign,  under  the  caption,  “It  Takes  Money  to 
Construct  Buildings” : 


“Very  numerous  are  the  people  after  they  have  listened  to  a 
solicitor  present  the  needs  of  a  worthy  cause  who  will  say,  ‘I  am 
In  sympathy  with  the  cause;  it  is  a  worthy  one,  and  I  want  to  help 
the  cause  along,  but — ’  They  will  begin  to  scratch  their  heads  and 
to  make  excuses  to  show  the  solicitor  why  they  cannot  give  any 
money  to  help  the  institution  or  worthy  cause  which  they  are  so 
much  in  sympathy  with. 

“The  drive  for  $60,000  for  a  new  and  better  Philander  Smith 
College  is  now  in  progress.  President  Taylor,  members  of  the  fac¬ 
ulty,  most  of  the  students  of  the  college,  with  a  great  host  of  friends, 
are  on  the  field  working  trying  to  get  money  for  the  $60,000  jubilee 
celebration  scheduled  for  June  2.  They  can  witness  with  the  writer 
that  the  people  mentioned  In  the  opening  paragraph  of  this  article 
are  very  numerous. 

“Among  this  class  of  sympathizing  well-wishers,  who  for  many 
excuses  cannot  or  will  not  give  any  money  to  help  this  worthy 
cause,  are  many  former  students  and  graduates  of  the  institution^^ 
Strange  it  is  how  people  can  forget,  ignore,  or  fail  to  respond  twB 
the  call  of  an  institution  which  has  helped  them  to  learn  as  much*^ 
as  they  know  and  in  many  cases  caused  them  to  come  into  their 
own.  It  seems  that  they  are  not  mindful  of  the  fact  that  what¬ 
ever  success  they  may  be  having  is  due  to  a  great  degree  to  the 
ideas  and  ideals  received  while  attending  the  institution. 

“Then  there  are  those  (this  is  the  largest  class  of  these  sym¬ 
pathizing  well-wishers  who  make  excuses)  who  have  not  attended 
the  institution,  but  who  have  been  helped  by  the  influence  of  the 
college.  And  what  Negro  in  the  State  of  Arkansas  has  not,  and 
how  many  more  out  of  the  State  have  not  been  helped  either  di¬ 
rectly  or  indirectly  by  the  influence  of  Philander  Smith  College? 

“Lest  we  be  accused  of  being  too  materialistic  or  mercenary, 
we  must  admit  that  any  cause  or  institution  wants  and  needs  the 
sympathy  and  well  wishes  of  the  people.  Moral  backing  is  worth 
something,  and  we  do  not  mean  to  underestimate  or  count  for 
naught  the  sympathy  and  genuine  well-wishes  that  many  people 
have  for  the  welfare  of  the  college,  and  most  especially  for  this 
great  jubilee  campaign.  But  this  sympathy  and  these  genuine 
well-wishes  are  of  no  economic  value — unless  backed  up  by  a  cash 
donation  to  the  campaign. 

“It  is  a  fact  that  the  three  new  units  that  are  being  contemplated 
(that  is  not  all)  for  the  building  of  the  new  Philander  Smith  College 
must  be  built  with  brick  and  mortar,  and  they  cost  money.  Just 
mere  sympathy  and  well-wishes  without  the  cash  cannot  and  will 
not  build  the  new  Philander  Smith  College.  Sympathy  is  all  right 
in  its  place;  but  it  takes  dollars  to  construct  buildings. 

FRIENDS  IN  DEEDS 

“That  the  college  has  many  well-wishers  among  the  white  raoW 
has  been  amply  shown  since  the  $60,000  jubilee  campaign  waS' 
launched.  Out  of  the  many  striking  evidences  to  prove  our  topic 
sentence,  we  are  mentioning  three  examples  in  this  article. 

“Prof.  John  A.  Clair,  principal  of  the  high  school  department 
of  the  college,  wdio  is  a  graduate  of  Syracuse  University,  received 
a  check  for  $60  for  the  campaign  from  a  classmate  of  his,  Carl  Woese, 
as  a  reply  to  a  request  sent  to  the  young  white  man. 

“A  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  South,  in  a  town  in 
South  Arkansas,  sent  his  check  for  $6  to  Mrs.  A.  B.  Ives  for  the 
campaign.  The  donation  from  this  pastor  was  secured  through 
the  suggestion  of  a  young  lady  of  the  college.  Miss  Cleopatria 
Richardson. 

“A  benefit  show  was  given  at  the  Plaza  Theater,  March  23,  for 
the  jubilee  drive.  The  picture,  ‘The  Dark  Angel,’  was  furnished 
by  the  management  of  the  theater,  who  gave  a  liberal  share  of  the 
proceeds  to  Prof.  G.  C.  Paige  for  the  drive.  This  benefit  show 
was  given  with  the  permission  of  Mrs.  Frank  Nowells,  who  has 
recently  succeeded  Mr.  Ed  Bauer.  Mr.  Bauer  was  always  willing 
to  help  worthy  causes  with  benefit  performances,  as  manager  of 
the  Plaza  Theater. 

“These  people  have  proven  themselves  friends  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  by  these  donations  to  the  jubilee  campaign.  For  indeed  it 
has  been  well  said,  ‘A  friend  in  need  is  a  friend  indeed.’” 


Thousands  of  Methodists  and  others  desirous  of  As¬ 
sisting  in  a  worthy  cause  could  make  no  better  invest^ 
ment  of  their  money  in  the  spirit  of  Christian  stewardshijy 
than  to  forward  their  check  for  this  purpose  to  President' 
George  C.  Taylor,  Philander  Smith  College,  Little  Rock» 
Arkansas. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

Iv  nuTAiicnrAL  Snm 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
PETER  DELIVERED  FROM  PRISON 

SECOND  QUARTER,  LESSON  XI.  JUNE  12 


Soriptture  Le$ton — Acts  12.  1-17, 

The  Jews  are  determined  by  aU  means, 
lawful  or  unlawful,  that  the  ChrlsUan  move¬ 
ment  sha  be  put  down;  and  the  Christians 
are  M  fully  ^determined  by  aU  means,  human 
or  divine,  that  the  movement  shall  succeed. 
The  Jews  are  active  In  their  attack  of  the 
Christians;  and  the  Christians  are  passive  in 
their  resistance  of  the  Jews.  When  lawful 
means  fail,  the  Jews  resort  to  rotten  po- 
liticu  Rhemes;  and  when  human  power  seems 
unreliable^  the  Christians  through  prwer  in- 
yoke  divine  aid.  The  Jews  try  the  court; 
the  Christians  prevent  a  judicial  decision 
against  them.  The  Jews  resort  to  mob  vio¬ 
lence;  the  Christians  defeat  them  by  their 
courage  in  enduring  suffering  for  their  cause. 
The  Jews  appeal  to  King  Herod;  the  Chris¬ 
tians  appeal  to  King  Jehovah.  The  Jews 
fail  in  every  scheme;  the  Christians  succeed 
in  every  resistance.  Such  in  brief  is  the 
story  of  the  persecution  which  our  study  be- 
gan  week  before  last,  and  continues  to-day. 
gghat  we  shall  say  in  these  notes  will  be  but 
■P  elaboration  of  the  above  introductory 
statements. 

Peter  Defeate  the  Jews  at  Court.  There 
may  have  been  not  an  unreasonable  excuse 
*  n  i  mitial  persecution  and  imprisonment 
of  Peter-  Looked  at  from  the  purely  social 

PP“tical  standpoint,  those  Jewish  leaders 
could  trump  up  not  an  absolutely  silly  case 
against  him.  By  preaching  the  Christhood  of 
Jesus,  and  that  He  had  been  wickedly  killed, 
it  looked  like  he  was  himself  condemning  the 
work  of  the  Jewish  court  which  had  tried 
Jesus,  and  was  trying  to  create  sentiment 
among  the  people  against  the  decision  of  the 
®  campaign  for  the 
recall  of  judicial  decision.”  Everyone  who 
became  a  Christian  voted  for  the  measure. 
And  everyone  who  opposed  the  Christians 
voted  against  the  pinposition  and  in  favor 
of  the  authority  of  the  court,  right  or  wrong. 
Heime  when  they  hauled  Peter  before  the 
court,  they  fully  believed  that  the  court  would 
uphold  Its  authority  by  deciding  against  him. 
And  such  a  decision  would  have  been  for- 
mally  rendered  had  it  not  been  for  the  liberal- 
minded  scholar,  Gamaliel,  who  recommended 
the  laissez-faire  attitude  toward  the  move¬ 
ment  championed  by  Peter  #o  far  as  the  court 
^toeal  Jewish  government  was  concerned 
W  recognized  the  fallibility  of  human  judg- 
ent,  and  the  limitation  of  human  reason  in 
ecimng  the  will  of  God  when  the  authority 
or  the  Scriptures  was  not  concerned.  He 
reckoned  that  the  most  judicious  policy  was  ' 
m  „  God  to  declare  His  will  in  the  ' 

matter  by  giving  success  or  causing  failure  ' 
0  the  movement  as  He  had  done  in  other  > 

A  a  /u- counsel  prevailed.  ' 
And  this  court  seems  to  have  been  governed  ‘ 
oy  that  decision  ever  afterwards.  Henceforth  * 
when  It  tried  a  Christian  it  tried  him,  not  ‘ 
M  a  Christian,  but  as  a  heretic  (that  Is,  as  ‘ 
Scriptures)  as  in  the  ' 
Jesus  had  * 

Wen  killed,  and  Peter  had  been  tried  by 

heresy.  This  changed  at-  ^ 
omde  of  the  court  was  doubtless  due  to  the 
tofliKnce  of  Peter.  If  he  failed  to  convert  the  h 
JUd^s  to  Christianity,  he  did  succeed  in  con-  P 
ling  them  to  a  greater  justice;  that  is,  * 
‘  to  sentence  a  man  to  death  without  hav- 
h«i  “  proved  against  him  for  which  cap- 
»•  punishment  was  legally  the  penalty.  To 
havin'*  Christianized  the  court  without 

Christ*"^ '***^'^  judges  that  Jesus  was 


the  court  would  protect  or  defend  Christians 
^  unlawfully  at- 

^  leaders.  If  a  Jewish  mob 

s  Ihem  and  bring  the  movement  to 

j,  ueught,  that  would  be  regarded  as  the  wrath 
1.  .  ®d  upon  them.  The  decision  was  not 

e  I**®  persecution  of  the  Christians; 

,  but  It  was  indirectly  against  their  persecu- 
1  tion,  and  directly  against  the  kUling  of  the 
.  lexers  of  the  movement,  by  the  authority  or 
j  order  of  ^  court  (Acts  fi.  33).  The  court 
-  “either  sanction  formaUy  nor  Interfere 

5  ‘lipuffli  each  of  its  members 

,  should  be  minded  to  take  part  in  the  perse¬ 
cution  as  a  private  citizen. 

P  Hence  notwithstanding  and  because  of  the 
•  11*®  la*^»  persecution  of 

the  Christians  by  high-handed  measures  be- 
'  fu"  I"  earnest— the  president  of  the  court, 

I  the  high-priest,  serving  as  chairman,  and 
Gamaliel  s  disciple,  Saul,  as  manager  of  the 
persecution  commission.  They  had  no  author¬ 
ity  to  put  anyone  to  death;  but  they  could 
whip  and  imprison  at  wUl.  And  no  habeas 
corpus  proceedings  could  be  resorted  to  in 
those  days.  But  the  apostles  either  kept  out 
°  11*®  P®i's®cution  commission  or, 

which  IS  more  likely,  this  commission  as- 
sum®d  authority  to  deal  only  with  the  or¬ 
dinary  Christian  disciple,  and  needed  higher 
authority  to  deal  with  the  leaders  of  the 
movement.  The  ordinary  disciple  did  not 
know  his  rights  as  did  the  leaders.  So  they 
dealt  as  they  would  with  the  disciples— or, 
at  any  rate,  with  the  more  insignificant  ones 
—and  let  the  leaders  be  until  some  higher 
authority  could  be  secured  for  their  high- 
handedness.  ° 

Eventually  they  found  this  arbitrary 
authority  in  the  unprincipled  Herod 
Agrippa  I,  whose  arbitrariness  knew  no 
limits  especially  when  a  Roman  citizen  was 
not  involved,  and  whose  audacity  knew  no 
^unds  in  gratifying  some  selfish  ambition. 
He  was  willing  to  sell  his  soul  for  popular¬ 
ity  ;  and  those  J ewish  leaders  knew  when 
to  rub  on  him  the  soft  soap  and  when  to 
hang  him  out”  to  dry— If  the  phrase  wiU  be 
excus®d.  To  satisfy  the  Jews,  this  Herod 
^lled  the  Apostle  J ames  and  ■  imprisoned 
Peter,  not  to  await  trial,  but  to  await  exe- 
cution  without  the  semblance  of  a  trial  and 
without  even  being  charged  with  the  violation 
of  any  law. 

Peter  Slips  Between  the  Fingers  of  His 
Enemtes.  One  can  easily  imagine  the  anxiety 
which  the  Christians  felt  for  Peter  and  which 
he  felt  for  himself.  One  may  weU  wonder 
how  Peter  could  have  fallen  asleep  that  night 
unless  it  be  because  he  had  fully  resigned  i 
himself  to  whatever  fate  should  befall  him.  , 
The  Christians  prayed  fervently  for  his  es¬ 
cape.  And  through  some  unexpected  and 
inexplicable  means  his  escape  was  easily 
effected  by  night.  The  only  explanation  he 
could  give  to  it  was  that  it  was  the  work  • 
of  an  angel.  Herod,  however,  explained  it  “ 
as  the  result  of  defection  among  his  guards — 
the  explanation  which  most  naturally  would  t 
have  suggested  itself  in  such  a  case.  But  I 
whoever  it  was  that  so  easily  led  Peter  to  i 
his  escape,  it  was  for  him  and  his  anxiously  s 
praying  Christians  nothing  less  than  a  God-  « 
sent  angel.  j 

SAM  HOSTOX  COLLEOE.  U 


Jem*  Resort  to  High-handed  Measures. 
'J^ution  has  been  removed  from  the  court; 
ieci.i  *®^*  1“^®  the  hands  of  the  people.  The 
(Arts  a  privately  reached 

Prim.i„  **®'“*®*‘  publicly  nor 

«iely  handed  down.  It  did  not  mean  that 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lesson-  foe  Sundat,  June,  12,  1927  > 
'•Many  were  gathered  together  praying” 
(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

Something  must  come  to  pass  when  God’s 
people  are  in  earnest  before  Him.  The  prison 
walls  and  bolted  doors  seem  impregnable,  but 
when  there  was  united  prayer,  the  doors 


began  to  tremble,  and  the  prison  bolts  to  leap 
from  their  sockets,  and  the  chains  binding 
the  prisoners  fell  and  left  them  free.  The 
prison  house  of  sin,  and  the  bondage  men 
“  m  "•  ^  J  *  X*  *“Pe*'rtitions  of  heathen  lands 
will  yi^  their  grip,  when  there  is  earnest, 
meaningfiU  prayer  on  the  part  of  the  church 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

I  j?"®  ^®  ““*y  instances  re- 

lated  in  the  Scriptures  of  help  coming  to 
God  s  people  in  answer  to  prayer,  and  how 
ns  nations  were  turned  to  God  as  was 

t-  f when  Daniel  and  his  three  friends  prayed 
in  Babylon  for  deliverance  and  help.  Many 
to  :l''®x!’®®"  ^’J®  missionaries  who  in  Impossible 
th  when  no  human  help  seemed  pos- 

rible  or  abk  to  bring  relief,  have  called  u^n 
God,  and  He  has  heard.  This  was  true  with 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Moffatt  in  South  Africa,  when 
le  J**®  ^®  "^P®”  ber  knees  in  prayer, 

,r  Moffatt  went  out  to  meet  the  maddened 
native  spirit,  and  bared  his  breast  that  they 
re  “i*"*  ®®®  ***.®  beating  of  his  heart,  and  know 
rs  ^here  to  strike.  God  heard  prayer,  and  even 
^  those  heathen  saw  that  God  was  with  him. 

A  time  of  extremity  has  come  now  in  our 
missionary  work.  If  again  the  church  could 
if  ”®  *^f*bered  in  earnest  prayer,  stations  that 
_  are  threatened  for  want  of  support  would 
t  “f  strengthened.  The  whole  spirit  and  life 
J  of  the  people  in  the  homeland  would  be 
^  aroused  to  the  great  needs,  and  the  seeming 
.  impossible  would  be  accomplished.  The 
.  machinery  of  the  church  is  overshadowing  the 
prayer  life  of  the  church,  until  the  mission- 
^  ary  zeal  is  become  abortive,  and  the  real  pas- 
^  sion  essential  to  win  this  world  to  Christ  is 
no  longer  characteristic  of  churches  and  Con- 
’  ferences  as  formerly. 

■  God  did  better  for  this  praying  hand  than 
^  they  expected,  and  while  they  were  yet  pray- 
g  ing,  the  answer  came.  God,  who  is  near  us 
J  when  we  pray,  can  at  the  same  moment  be 
with  our  representatives  on  the  field,  and  will 
come  to  their  relief  even  as  He  did  to  Peter 
'  There  is  now  great  need  of  united  prevailing 
prayer.  ® 

GAMMON  SEMINAET. 

[  Cards  of  Thanks 

I  I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  McCabe 
1  Temple  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Martin, 

I  Tenn.,  for^  the  many  kindnesses  shown  to  my 
husband  since  he  has  been  their  pastor.  The 
inspiration  he  has  received  from  each  mem¬ 
ber  has  been  invaluable  to  him.  These  same 
members  added  much  cheer  by  sending  to 
nie  A  large  box  filled  with  many  necessities 
of  life,  which  we  enjoyed  immensely.  My 
husband,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Hughlett,  joins  me 
in  thanking  them  again  and  again.  My  ear¬ 
nest  prayer  is  that  God  may  bless  each 
®ne. — Mrs.  Fannie  Hughlett.  , 

Jenkins,  the  pastor  of  Asbury 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Richland  Hill, 
La.,  takes  this  method  to  thank  the  ladles 
of  the  ^dies’  Aid  auxiliary  for  a  nice  hat 
for  the  Preachers’  Council  held  at  Port  Allen. 
La.,  January  11,  1927.  We  also  wish  to  thank 
the  good  members  and  friends  for  the  pound 
party  on  January  27,  when  126  pounds  of  , 
select  groceries  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  a 
Msh  purse.  The  party  was  led  by  Bro.  S. 
Moses  and  others.  May  the  Lord  bless  you 
all.  Come  again.— The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C. 
Jenkins. 

?®^-  nnd  Mrs.  L.  A.  Greenwood  wish 
to  thank  the  participants  who  came  to  the 
parsonage  on  the  evening  of  January  27,  sing¬ 
ing  “God  WUl  Take  Care  of  You,”^and  prf- 
senting  to  pastor  and  wife  sixty  pounds  of 
groceries  and  fruit.  On  behalf  of  the  sisters 
M.  Jamison  extended  a  cordial  welcome  to 
Mrs  Greenwood,  who  had  just  returned  to 
her  new  field  of  labor,  after  a  visit  of  sev- 
eral  months  in  Georgia.  It  made  Mrs.  Green- 
wood  hapy,  indeed,  and  in  a  few  choice 
words  she  responded.  The  Rev  L  A 
Greenwood  also  expr®ss®d  his  appreciation 
for  the  thoughtfulness  of  members  and 

friends,  and  invited  them  to  come  again _ 

L.  A.  Greenwood,  Pastor,  Texarkana,  Texas. 

We  are  taking  this  method  to  thank  the 

Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  for  the  surprise  party  wMch 
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came  to  the  parsonage  Tuesday  night,  Janu¬ 
ary  20,  led  hy  Mrs.  M.  C.  McCoy  and  Mrs. 
C.  S.  Winflela.  More  than  fifty  pounds  of 
choice  groceries  and  a  purse  were  presented 
to  the  pastor  and  his  wife.  About  9.80  the 
crowd  came  up,  sln^ng,  “Open  the  Door  and 
Let  a  Stranger  In.”  Tlie  door  was  opened, 
and  they  marched  in.  Mrs.  McCoy  made  the 
presentation  speech,  and  Mrs.  Allen,  in  a  few 
words,  responded.  Indeed,  this  was  a  sur¬ 
prise,  and  one  very  much  appreciated.  May 
the  I^rd  bless  each  one  who  contributed,  and 
replenish  their  storehouses. — Rev.  and  Mrs. 
L.  B.  Allen,  Dickinson,  Texas. 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  president 
of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society, 


Miss  Adeline  English,  for  a  grand  surprise, 
which  was  presented  by  Bro.  E.  H.  Cabbie, 
which  consisted  of  fifty  pounds  of  groceries 
and  a  cash  purse;  also  the  Ladies’  Aid,  V.  A. 
Sweetman,  and  Miss  Gladys  Compton,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Epworth  League,  for  tne  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  presented  the  pastor  and  family, 
also  a  cash  purse.  The  presentation  was 
made  by  Mrs.  V.  A.  Sweetman  and  Miss  Rosa 
Lee.  Space  wUl  not  permit  me  to  mention 
the  names  of  all  those  who  participated.  The 
pastor  and  wife  responded  in  a  few  but  well- 
chosen  words.  Call  again,  good  friends.  We 
shall  ever  pray  God’s  choicest  blessing  upon 
you  all. — The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  M.  Garner, 
Bunkie,  La. 


Dr.  Robinson  delivered  the  principal  sermon. 
Amount  raised,  $72. — Rev.  O.  J.  Harvey, 
Pastor;  Mrs.  Pearl  Wallace,  Reporter. 

Cryital  Spring*,  Mit*. — Crystal  SprinjJ 
circuit  has  taken  on  new  life.  The  Rev.  ^ 
H.  Easter,  our  pastor,  came  to  us  from  the 
Conference  with  a  spirit  to  work,  and  cou¬ 
pling  up  with  the  people,  we  set  out  to  put 
the  World  Service  quota  over  on  Easter.  The 
ReV.  J.  H.  Easter  preached  the  resurrection 
sermon,  and  W.  J.  Price,  with  the  assistance 
of  Mrs.  Dora  Finley  and  Mrs.  Gertrude  Ford, 
who  directed  the  young  folks,  rendered  a  fine 
program.  We  had  with  us  also  the  Rev.  A. 
C.  Reed,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  his  con¬ 
gregation,  who  took  part  in  the  service  and 
the  program.  Total  raised  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  $67.  We  failed  to  go  over  the  top,  but 
we  are  not  going  to  stop.  Pray  for  our  suc¬ 
cess. — Dora  Finley,  Reporter. 

Olade  Spring,  Va. — Where  there  is  unity 
there  is  strength.  We  have  just  closed  a  com¬ 
munity  revival,  which  marked  one  of  the 
best  we  have  held  in  recent  years.  All  the 
churches  of  the  city  united  at  Ebenezer  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the  Rev. 
H.  L.  Johnson  is  pastor.  During  the  last 
seven  nights  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Russell,  of  Gate 
City,  Va.,  preached  stirring  sermons.  We 
were  also  favored  with  the  presence  of  the 
Rev.  F.  D.  Thomas,  of  Abingdon,  who 
preached  the  opening  sermon,  and  the  Rev. 
F.  A.  Hatcher,  who  preached  on  the  second 
night.  Glade  Spring  is  moving  on  as  never 
before  under  the  leadership  of  their  busy  paa» 
tor,  the  Rev.  H.  L.  Johnson.  We  wish  ffl 
him  many  happy  years  with  us. — E.  Hutchin*^ 
son.  Reporter. 

Brewton,  Ala. — From  May  9-15  we  cele¬ 
brated  the  fiftieth  centennial  of  Shiloh  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  We  were  glad  to 
have  our  pastors  and  their  good  members 
of  the  six  different  churches  of  our  city  to 
co-operate  with  us.  We  are  grateful  to  the 
people  of  this  town  for  their  loyal  support. 
On  Sunday  the  16th,  we  were  favored  with 
a  paper  read  by  Mrs.  John  Nolen  on  “How 
We  Ought  to  Serve  the  Church”;  response 
by  Mrs.  V.  E.  Moore,  our  beloved  pastor’s 
wife.  Paper,  “The  Church  Saved  Me,”  by 
Bro.  Jas.  Murphy;  response.  Prof.  Jarman. 
Bro.  H.  Cheatham,  our  efficient  Sunday-school 
superintendent,  gave  a  splendid  talk  on  “How 
He  Served  the  Church.”  Total  collection, 
$45.60.  Of  the  six  other  churches  that  raised 
the  largest  amount  above  $10,  the  pastor  of 
said  church  received  a  prize  of  $6  in  gold. 
The  Rev.  McMillan,  of  the  First  St.  Siloam 
Baptist  Church,  was  awarded  the  prize. — The 
Rev.  R.  H.  Moore,  Pastor;  Mrs.  L.  E.  Shel¬ 
ley,  Reporter. 

Shelbyville,  Tenn. — Scott’s  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  has  taken  on  new  life. 
The  Sunday-school  department  is  growiA 
wonderfuUy.  The  superintendent,  Mr.  Joi*^ 
M.  Streater,  turned  his  part  of  the  service 
over  to  the  boys  during  Boys’  Week.  Mr. 
Charlie  Blakemore,  one  of  the  active  raem- 
bess  of  the  Sunday  school,  was  superintend¬ 
ent.  The  pastor.  Rev.  R.  A.  Dowell,  preached 
an  excellent  sermon  at  11  A.  M. ;  text,  “Honor 
thy  father  and  thy  mother,”  etc..  Exodus  20. 
12.  A  very  interesting  comment  was  made 
on  the  sermon  by  Dr.  Wittenburg,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  Turner  College.  A  Mothers’  Day 
program  was  rendered  Sunday  evening  under 
the  auspices  of  Mrs.  Frank  Thompson.  Two 
helpful  talks  were  made  by  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Campbell,  layman  at  Woodfork  Chapel,  Af¬ 
rican  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Prof- 
J.  C.  McAdams,  principal  of  the  public 
school.  The  latter  emphemized  the  importance 
of  an  “Old-Fashioned  Mother.” — Miss  Sarah 
E.  Dean,  Reporter. 

Lakeland,  Fla. — The  pastor  thanks  the  good 
members  and  friends  of  Foster’s  Memorial 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  the  grand 
surprise  given  on  May  10,  after  a  glorioui 
class  meeting.  This  party  was  led  by  Mrs. 
Addie  Welch,  assistant  class  leader  of  Class 
No.  6,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Wallace,  leader  mm 
Class  No.  4.  The  church  has  taken  on 
life  in  every  department,  and  is  deeply  In' 
terested  in  their  pastor.  This  is  shown  1® 
many  ways.  This  is  our  fourth  month  at  this 
charge,  and  noble  things  are  being  done.  The 
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What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Dover,  Tenn. — Carter’s  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Our  Sunday  school  is 
progressing  nicely,  and  rendered  an  excel¬ 
lent  program  on  Easter  Sunday.  The  offer¬ 
ing  raised  by  the  Sunday  school  was  given 
over  to  World  Service. — Rev.  L.  M.  Williams, 
Pastor;  Mrs.  Lovie  B.  Skinner,  Reporter. 

Snmmitt,  Mia*. — We  are  glad  to  say  that 
Summitt  and  Magnolia  charge  is  alive.  We 
raised  on  Easter  for  World  Service:  Mag¬ 
nolia,  $140;  Summitt,  $125;  total,  $266,  our 
full  apportionment  for  the  year.  We  feel 
sure  that  all  claims  of  the  church  will  be 
raised.  We  thank  the  good  people  for  their 
loyalty. — H.  E.  Morgan,  Reporter. 

Enondale,  Mit*. — The  first  Sunday  in  May 
was  a  high  day  at  Keys  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  pastor.  Rev.  W.  A. 
Wiggins,  preached  a  wonder f^  sermon  at 
11  A.  M.  to  a  large  congregation.  Collectimi 
for  the  day  was  $10,  and  the  Easter  collec¬ 
tion  was  $^,  making  a  total  of  $30.  We  are 
still  holding  the  fort. — Josephine  Cotton,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Moss  Pfiint,  MUs. — On  Sunday,  May  8, 
Mothers’  Day,  the  people  of  St.  Paul  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  were  blessed  with  a 
program  of  wonderful  songs,  papers,  and 
readings,  which  was  rendered  in  the  honor 
of  mothers.  At  the  night  service  the  pastor. 
Rev.  S.  G.  Roberts,  preached  a  wonderful 
sermon  on  “Mothers,”  which  was  enjoyed  by 
ail  present. — Ariel  Hawkins,  Reporter. 

Philadelphia,  Mits. — Hope  Well  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  We  have  just  closed  a 
week’s  revival,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Smoot, 
of  the  Meridian  circuit.  He  was  at  his  best 
each  night.  We  were  made  to  rejoice  be¬ 
cause  of  the  mighty  presence  of  God.  His 
sermons  will  live  long  in  the  memory  of  the 
people  who  heard  him,  and  we  hope  to  have 
him  with  us  again. — Rev.  E.  W.  Rogers. 
Pastor;  Maggie  Moten,  Reporter. 

Aberdeen,  Mi*». — Easter  was  highly  ob¬ 
served  on  the  Pleasant  Valley  charge.  At 
11  A.  M.  the  Easter  message  was  delivered 
by  the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  T.  Cannon,  which  every¬ 
one  enjoyed.  An  excellent  program,  directed 
by  Prof.  Levi  Crawford,  was  rendered  for  the 
occasion.  In  spite  of  the  inclement  weather, 
our  efforts  were  crowned  with  success. 
Amount  raised  for  World  Service,  $126. — 
Rev.  J.  T.  Cannon,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Crawford,  Reporter. 

Amorg,  Miet. — Our  church  is  progressing 
nicely  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  S. 
S.  Brown,  who  knows  no  failure.  He  asked 
us  to  put  the  program  over  on  Easter  and 
this  was  done.  We  have  pledged  to  stand 
by  him  in  all  of  his  efforts,  for  he  is  the 
right  man  for  this  work.  The  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  Dr.  Wynn,  stated  that  he  could 
see  a  big  change  on  the  Amory  circuit  since 
the  Rev.  Brown  came  to  us.  Pray  for  our 
success. — Mcrdal  Stone,  Reporter. 

Ehrhardt,  S.  C. — The  Ehrhardt  charge  is 
as  it  never  was  in  its  history.  The  greatest 
work  ever  done  on  the  charge  is  being  done 
by  the  Rev.  L.  S.  Selmore.  In  three  nights 
thirty-seven  souls  were  added  to  the  church. 


This  is  the  largest  number  of  accessiems  to 
the  church  in  ten  years.  This  charge  is  also 
planning  to  lead  in  ail  benevolences  as  it  has 
already  done  in  the  saving  of  souls,  district 
superintendent’s  and  pastor’s  support.  God 
bless  the  Rev.  Selmore. — R.  C.  Ayers,  Re¬ 
porter.  . 

Teague,  Texas. — East  Mexia  circuit;  The 
Sunday  school  at  Wilson  Chapel  is  alive,  and 
is  the  hest  on  the  circuit.  April  24  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  was  opened  by  Superintendent 
Steve  Busby,  with  thirty-four  members  and 
three  visitors  present.  The  lesson  was  dis¬ 
cussed  with  much  enthusiasm.  Sister  Hill 
reviewed  the  lesson.  Despite  the  rain  on 
April  24,  the  members  of  Wilson  Chapel 
attended  service  in  great  numbers.  The 
Rev.  C.  L.  Hill  preached  a  great  sermon  from 
Genesis  32.  27,  28. — Reporter. 

State  Line,  Miss. — Easter  Sunday  was  ob¬ 
served  at  each  church  on  the  Salem  and  Mor¬ 
gan  Hill  charge  with  much  success.  The  good 
people  rallied  as  never  before  to  put  over  the 
World  Service  program.  Liberty  Hill  church 
raised  $21;  Morgan  Hill,  $10;  Salem  and 
Beautiful,  $6.  The  total  amount  raised  was 
$36.  Space  will  not  permit  us  to  mention 
the  names  of  those  who  contributed.  One 
subscription  was  secured  for  the  Southwest¬ 
ern  Christian  Advocate.  May  God’s  blessing 
ever  remain  with  both  Methodists  and  Bap¬ 
tists,  who  stood  by  us  in  this  drive. — A. 
Bivins,  Pastor. 

Holly  Springs,  Miss. — Okolona  circuit:  Our 
Easter  drive  was  quite  a  success.  At  New 
Hope  the  club  leaders  are  to  be  congratu¬ 
lated.  No.  1,  Bro.  E.  Pickens,  $36;  No.  2, 
Mrs.  I.  V.  Anderson,  $16;  No.  3,  Mrs.  C. 
Buckhanan,  $7;  grand  total,  including  pub¬ 
lic  collection,  $66.  At  Snow  Town,  $28  was 
raised,  and  $11  at  Preymount.  Our  district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Wynn, 
preached  for  us  at  New  Hope.  He  rendered 
valuable  service.  The  Rev.  R.  B.  Buck¬ 
hanan  preached  at  Preymount,  and  rendered 
able  service.  Grand  total  raised,  $104. — Rev. 
John  E.  Glenn,  Pastor. 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss. — Bridgeville,  Little 
'Rock  Meth(^ist  Episcopal  Church:  Easter 
was  indeed  a  success.  We  raised  in  Sunday 
school  for  World  Service,  $46.  After  the 
Easter  program  was  rendered,  the  collection 
was  raised  by  little  Misses  Bertha  Brown 
and  Jessie  L.  Bland;  amount,  $6.06.  An  in¬ 
spiring  talk  was  made  by  the  superintendent, 
Mr.  H.  W.  Frank.  The  pastor.  Rev.  B.  J. 
Cooper,  preached  from  the  Golden  Text,  “He 
is  risen  as  He  said.”  The  total  amount 
raised  for  World  Service  was  $202.  The 
Sunday  school  is  advancing  spiritually  as 
well  as  financially.  Pray  for  our  continued 
success. — Mrs.  S.  E.  Rice,  Reporter. 

Logansport,  La.. — Sunday,  May  8,  was  a  big 
day  at  Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
We  entered  the  new  church,  which  had  been 
completed.  Over  200  people  witnessed  the 
occasion.  The  Revs.  W.  R.  Peterson  and 
C.  Peterson  preached  very  acceptable  ser¬ 
mons.  We  were  also  graced  with  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  our  honored  district  superintendent, 
the  Rev.  J.  D.  David.  About  fifty  of  our 
white  friends  participated  in  the  service.  The 
Rev.  T.  A.  Bailey,  of  Fairfield,  La.,  and  the 
Rev.  A.  Robinson,  of  St.  James  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  delivered  fine  sermons. 
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District 

La  Teehe . 

P1m« 

Date 

Dist.  Supt. 

Oklahoma . 

....July  6-10 . 

. . . .  Jl.  Daniels 
_ J.  H.  miu 

San  Angelo . 

WaTcroas . 

. July  6-10 . 

- July  12-17 . 

- July  14-17 . 

....  A.  G.  Townsend 
....S.  E.  Blacknell 

Murfrsaaboro . 

New  Orleans . . 

....July  19-24 . 

....July  19-24 . 

. July  20-24 . 

....A.  J.  Newton 
....F.  N.  CoUier 
....M.  R.  Walker 

Vicksburg . 

- July  20-24 . 

....July  27-81 . 

....B.  A.  WUson 

Montgomery . 

....July  27-81 . 

....G.  W.  (Oilman 
....P.  P.  Wright 

- J.  S.  Scott 

. . . . J.  S.  Stripling 

Waynesboro . 

- July  27-81 . 

Charleston . 

Hattiesburg . 

- Aug.  8-  7 . 

. . .  Ja.  A.  Haynes 
. . .  eW.  H.  Smith 

LaGrange . 

. ...  Aug.  8-  7 . 

...  .Aug.  3-  7 . 

Memphis . 

...  .Aug.  4-  7 . 

. . .  J.  S.  Williams 

Kansas  City . 

Opelika . 

Alezradria . 

Fort  Smith . 

. .  ..Aug.  10-14 . 

. . . .  Aug.  10-14 . . 

- Aug.  16-21 . 

....  Aug.  81-Sept.  4 . . 

....We  B.  Crenshaw 

■ .  ■  J.  C.  Chumsn 
....J.  U.  King 
. . . .  J.  L.  Bryan 

members  are  doing  everything  to  make  it 
pleasant  for  the  pastor  and  his  good  wife. 
A  great  day  was  witnessed  on  Mothers’  Day. 
Mrs.  Rainey,  Miss  Addie  Rainey,  and  Mrs. 
E.  T.  Wesley  raised  $16.25,  which  they  gave 
to  the  trustees.  God  bless  these  good  women. 
You  may  come  again.  The  doors  of  the  par¬ 
sonage  stand  ajar  for  all.  About  seventy- 
flve  pounds  of  groceries  were  given  in  this 
surprise.  Pray  for  us  that  this  may  be  a 
year  of  jubilee  with  us.— A.  L.  Jackson,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

Waldo,  Fla. — April  17  was  a  high  day  at 
Mt.  Carmel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  Rev.  G.  E.  Saul  addressed  the  council 
in  the  interest  of  World  Service.  His  text 
was,  “Prepare  For  a  Great  Drive  For  World 
Service.”  Our  Sunday  school  is  much  alive 
and  doing  good  work,  with  Mrs.  Lena  Hen¬ 
dricks  as  superintendent.  She  is  an  excellent 
leader  in  the  church  and  Sunday  school.  She 
always  inspires  the  members  and  children  to 
do  greater  work  for  the  upbuilding  of  the 
church.  Mrs.  M.  M.  Gordon  has  been  licensed. 
She  has  held  several  offices  in  Mt.  Carmel 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  always  dis¬ 
charged  her  duties  in  the  church.  Mrs.  Gor¬ 
don  is  a  live  wire  in  all  departments.  Sun¬ 
day  morning  she  spoke  to  a  large  congrega¬ 
tion.  We  believe  that  she  is  on  the  main 
line  and  is  headed  for  success.  At  8  P.  M. 
the  Easter  program  was  rendered.  The  clubs 
reported  as  follows:  No.  1,  Mrs.  L.  Hendrick 
Bro.  G.  W.  Watson,  $9.90;  No.  2,  Mrs.  b! 
Jones,  B.  Boyston,  $16.86;  No.  3,  Mrs.  K 
Mitchell,  C.  H.  Pelham,  $4.86;  No.  4,  Bro. 
W.  E.  English,  $1.66;  Easter  offering,  ^7.29; 
collection  for  the  day,  $69.84.  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Gordon  presented  a  choice  box  of  groceries 
to  the  pastor.  Mrs.  Mabel  Page  is  on  the 
sick  list.  Mrs.  W.  Ej.  Eln^Iish,  Reporter. 

Indianapolis,  Ind. — The  members  and 
friends  of  Scott  Memorial  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  wish  to  express  our  highest 
^preciation  of  the  work  done  by  our  pastor, 
Hr.  W.  H.  Riley.  When  he  came  to  us  last 
May,  1926,  he  found  our  church  a  sad  plight. 
The  doors  were  about  to  be  closed,  all  our 
debts  were  past  due,  and  no  one  had  any 
confidence  in  our  ability  to  pay,  and  the 
membership  was  greatly  divided.  Dr.  Riley 
saw  our  great  need  and  threw  himself  into 
the  breach  like  a  great  financial  and  spirit¬ 
ual  pacificator,  and  very  soon  all  things  were 
set  going  in  the  right  direction,  so  that  to-day 
our  membership  has  been  drawn  together  and 
our  creditors  have  been  satisfied.  We  have 
raised  for  all  purposes  more  than  $6,000. 

Service  has  been  more  than 
(loubled,  and  forty-seven  new  members  have 
been  added  to  our  list  Every  department 
of  the  church  has  felt  the  fostering  hand 
of  our  great  leader.  We  are  glad  to  say, 
the  Conference  has  deemed  it  wise  to  return 
to  us  for  another  year  Dr.  W.  H.  Riley  as 
pastor.  In  closing,  we  must  not  fail  to 
mention  the  great  help  the  Southwestern 
'  hristian  Advocate  has  been  to  us,  and  this 
we  greatly  appreciate  by  sending  five  annual 
subscriptions.— Mrs.  Malinda  Phillips,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Wnthington,  D.  C.— Mt.  Vernon  Methodist 
episcopal  Church:  Easter  Sunday  night  the 


senior  choir  rendered  appropriate  music  for 
the  occasion  which  was  well  attended  by  the 
public.  About  $18  was  turned  over  to  the 
church  fund.  On  April  19  our  new  district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  R.  F.  Coates, 
preached  an  Inspiring  sermon  to  the  officials, 
members,  and  well-wishers  of  the  church. 
The  evening  served  a  twofold  purpose:  be¬ 
sides  enjoying  tbe  sermon,  the  audience  had 
a  chance  to  get  acquainted  with  the  Rev. 
Coates  and  know  his  plans  and  expectations. 
We  are  going  to  try  to  stand  by  our  district 
superintendent  and  help  to  make  his  work  on 
this  district  a  great  success.  The  Ladies’ 
Aid  gave  a  pastoral  reception  April  26  in 
honor  of  our  pastor,  who  has  been  with  us 
for  several  years  and  returned  again  this 
year.  Several  pastors  and  their  wives  were 
present.  Among  the  high  officials  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  present  were  our  ex-district  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Jenkins,  and  his 
wife,  both  of  whom  gave  us  very  interesting 
talks.  A  special  program — music  and  lit¬ 
erary — was  rendered  by  the  society.  Speeches 
were  made  by  some  of  the  guests,  at  the 
close  of  which  our  pastor  expressed  his  ap¬ 
preciation.  Some  of  the  young  ladies  of  the 
senior  choir  helped  to  serve  at  the  tables.— 
M.  B.,  Reporter. 

Dallas,  Texas — On  Monday  evening.  May 
2,  the  members  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  entertained  with  a  most  de¬ 
lightful  birthday  party  in  compliment  to  the 
Rev.  G.  A.  Deslandes,  the  honorable  pastor. 
The  attractive  banquet  hall  was  even  more 
lovely  than  usual  when  quantities  of  lovely 
spring  flowers  and  ferns  were  used  in  pro¬ 
fusion.  The  large  round  table  was  overlaid 
with  exquisite  lace,  the  center  decoration  be¬ 
ing  a  large  cake  filled  with  white  and  pink 
candles.  Over  a  hundred  guests  were  served 
a  delicious  ice  course.  Two  of  the  delightful 
features  of  the  occasion  were  the  cutting  of 
the  cake  and  the  presenting  of  a  white  gold 
watch,  chain,  and  knife  by  our  worthy  chor¬ 
ister,  Mr.  Timothy  Johnson.  After  viewing 
the  many  beautiful  presents,  all  wished  for 
the  pastor  many  more  birthdays.  The  donors 
were:  Messrs,  and  Mesdames  Johnson,  Rice, 
Owens,  Murry,  Grant,  Jones,  Powell,  Thomp¬ 
son,  G.  Bills,  Lightner,  Green,  Mlnter,  Mor- 
pn,  Ray,  Wilson,  Stewart,  S.  Shirley,  Batts, 
Mack,  Mesdames  L.  Taylor,  Manning,  L. 
Mickles,  Pritcher,  Aggee,  Brown,  Turley,  F. 
Pollard,  I.  Bailey,  M.  Howard,  Karo,  C.  Mc- 
Kiney,  H.  Eson,  P.  Wilson,  R.  White. 
Christopher,  Hightower;  Misses  Rose  and 
Clara  Wilson,  I.  Bailey,  M.  B.  Gary,  Messrs. 
G.  Walker,  J.  Galimore,  Bro.  Baker,  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Childs  and  family,  Miss  Deltessa. 
— Reporter. 

Shuqualak,  Miss. — Easter  proved  quite  a 
success  at  our  church.  The  program  was  ren¬ 
dered  in  the  morning  to  the  delight  of  all 
present.  Our  efficient  pastor  was  detained  at 
the  church  in  town,  and  on  his  instructions, 
we  took  the  collection  by  roll  call,'  and  the 
following  members  paid:  W.  Dew,  M.  Parker, 
$1.75  each;  E.  Dew,  N.  Dew,  E.  Domity,  P. 
Dew,  $1.06  each;  J.  H.  Lockett,  $1.66;  A. 
Strong,  F.  Ballard,  L.  Strong,  C.  I.  Strong, 
N.  January,  J.  Domity,  S.  Jordan,  $1  each; 
L.  Logan,  D.  Lockette,  $1.10  each;  M.  Dew, 


WHAT  IS 

The  Officer? 

Atuwer — It  is  a  3X-page  pocket-size 
monthly  periodical. 

Who  is  it  for? 

Answer— For  the  Superintendent,  the 
Assistant  Superintendent,  tbe  Secretary, 
the  Librarian,  and  for  all  other  officers 
of  the  Cburch  School. 

How  often  is  it  useful? 

Answer — Every  week. 

What  are  some  of  its  contents? 

Answer— Practical  plans,  helpful  sug¬ 
gestions  and  valuable  news.  A  ready- 
to-use  service  of  worship  for  each  week 
and  a  weekly  chalk-talx  leader's  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  International  Uniform  Les¬ 
son. 

Is  there  any  mistake  about  it? 

Anstver — A  mistake  is  made  every  time 
it  is  not  included  in  the  regular  order  for 
Church  School  supplies. 

How  many  ought  a  school  to  order? 

Answer— Not  less  than  three— frequently 
more. 

What  does  it  cost? 

Answer — ^Thirty-five  cents  a  year  in 
clubs  of  three  or  more,  to  one  address. 

May  we  have  sample  copies? 

Answer — You  certainly  may. 

Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 

Chicago  Boatoa  Detroit  Pittaburgh 

Kantaa  City  San  Franciico  Portland,  Ore. 


$1.16;  J.  Barner,  60  cents;  O.  Parker,  35 
cents;  H.  Lockette,  66  cents;  A.  Lockette,  65 
cents;  W.  Davis,  B.  Davis,  20  cents  each; 
J.  Parker,  T.  Parker,  26  cents  each;  J.  Jor¬ 
dan,  60  cents;  B.  Hillard,  6  cents.  In  the 
afternoon  Bro.  Calomese  and  his  local  preach¬ 
ers  union  gave  us  their  assistance,  and  we 
were  favored  with  some  soul-stirring  sermons. 
The  following  amounts  were  raised:  Rev, 
Glass,  $1.10;  Rev.  Dudley,  $1.86;  Rev.  Frank¬ 
lin,  $3;  Rev.  Span,  $1.71.  Sister  Mittie  Dew, 
having  raised  and  paid  in  the  largest  amount 
above  $7,  was  awarded  the  cash  priae  of 
$2  by  the  pastor  in  the  afternoon.  Thus 
closed  one  of  the  greatest  days  in  the  history 
of  St.  Peter  on  benevolent  or  World  Service 
collection.  Net  total  for  World  Service,  $41. 
Our  motto  is.  Over  the  top,  and  we  feel  that 
we  will  succeed  under  the  leadership  of  our 
pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Hilliard,  of  whom  we 
are  proud. — Ira  Davis,  Reporter. 

Tuscaloosa,  Ala. — St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  is  marching  on  with  coiors 
flying.  Sunday,  May  1,  was  “governor’s  elec¬ 
tion  day.”  Three  candidates  were  on  the 
field  with  a  distinct  platform.  Wets,  Drys, 
and  Light  Wines.  The  Drys  were  led  by 
Mrs.  L.  Oliver,  Mrs.  M.  Griffin,  manager; 
the  Light  Wines  by  Miss  L.  Frierson,  Mrs. 
F.  W.  Williams,  manager;  the  Wets  by  Mrs. 
C.  White,  Mr.  A.  H.  Frierson,  manager. 
Amount  raised  by  Drys,  or  Daniel’s  Band, 
$93.06;  Light  Wines  or  Busy  Bees,  $188.80; 
Wets  or  Jolly  Workers,  $140.21.  Mrs.  White 
was  elected  governor.  Ladies’  Aid,  Mrs.  M. 
Hudson,  president,  raised  $74;  grand  total, 
$446.66.  The  World  Service  was  paid  in  full, 
$160.  We  have  ordered  the  contractor  to 
go  forward  with  the  work  of  completing  our 
church  on  the  inside,  which  will  be  a  thing 
of  beauty.  Those  paying  over  $10  were: 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Murphy,  $11.75;  Mrs.  C.  White, 
$14.76;  Mrs.  M.  Hudson,  $12.26;  Mr.  R.  Mil¬ 
ler,  $11.60;  Mr.  A.  H.  Frierson,  $10;  Mrs. 
F.  W.  Williams,  .$20.26;  Mrs.  R.  D.  Word, 
$11.60;  Miss  L.  Frierson,  $10;  Mr.  F  P 
Roberson,  $10;  Mrs.  F.  A.  Walthall,  $10.60,- 
Mrs.  M.  Holly,  $9.02;  Rev.  F.  W.  Williams, 
$26.  May  8  was  also  a  high  day  with*  us. 
At  11  A.  M.  a  Mothers’  Day  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  pastor.  The  anniversary 
sermon  of  the  Benevolent  Christian  Aid  So- 
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ciety  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Williams  at 
8  P.  M.  At  8.80  P.  M.  Madam  Malinda  Perry 
Farmer,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  gave  a  song  re¬ 
cital.  She  possesses  a  sweet  soprano  voice. 
— R.  Miller,  Reporter. 

Augutta,  Oa. — St.  Mark:  Five  weeks  pre¬ 
vious  to  Easter,  the'  trustees  launched  an 
effort  to  raise  some  money,  to  be  applied 
to  our  new  project  and  World  Service  ob¬ 
ligations.  This  was  known  as  “Ten  Virgins’ 
Rally.”  The  membership  was  divided  into 
eight  groups;  each  group  was  requested  to 
raise'  a  sum  within  their  financial  ^illty,  the 
sums  ranging  from  $65  to  $85  each.  Those 
raising  the  required  amounts  were  known  as 
wise  virgins;  and  those  failing,  as  unwise. 
The  rally  ended  on  Easter  Sunday,  when 
$850  was  laid  on  the  altar  for  Kingdom  ad¬ 
vancement.  During  the  week  leading  up  to 
Easter  we  had  preaching  by  various  min¬ 
isters  of  the  city  preparatory  to  launching 
our  decision  week  services.  The  Rev.  W.  A. 
Holmes,  of  the  Charleston  circuit,  preached 
most  acceptably  during  the  weel4  and  five 
young  persons  made  the  great  decision,  and 
one  was  added  by  Christian  experience.  Thus 
ended  a  very  splendid  testimonial  to  the  un¬ 
tiring  efforts  of  our  most  sealous  and  ener¬ 
getic  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Melton.  A 
banquet  was  given  the  pastor  by  the  stew¬ 
ards.  Four  big-hearted  laymen  furnished 
the  refreshments,  and  the  following  Wednes¬ 
day  night  the  church  was  beautifully  lighted 
and  decorated,  when  a  fitting  program  was 
rendered!,  including  a  male  quartet  '  from 
Paine  College,  which  was  sent  as  a  personal 
compliment  by  the  president  to  the  pastor. 
Dr.  J.  W.  Josey  spoke  for  the  citizens,  and 
the  Rev.  S.  J.  Jenkins  for  the  clergy. 
Twenty-five  dollars  were  raised  to  assist  the 
stewards  in  meeting  their  claims.  The  church 
gave  $5  to  the  Red  Cross  to  aid  the  flood 
sufferers.  Success  is  ours  under  the  present 
leadership. — S.  J.  Willoughby,  Reporter. 

VancevtUe,  La. — Easter  Sunday  was  a  high 
day  at  the  Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Calvin,  our  pastor, 
preached  a  great  sermon  at  3.30  A.  M.  The 
Rev.  C.  T.  Richardson  preached  a  splendid 
sermon  at  1.30  P.  M.  The  reports  for  World 
Service  were  outstanding,  considering  the 
poor  condition  of  the  country  and  the  rains. 
They  were  as  follows:  Class  No.  1,  Mrs.  M. 
M.  Tolliver,  captain,  Robert  Johnson  and 
Miss  Anna  King,  lieutenants,  $14.72;  No.  2, 
Miss  Mary  B.  Hason,  captain,  Horace  Wiley, 
Mrs.  Eliza  Murray,  and  Mrs.  Ennis  Stephen¬ 
son,  lieutenants,  $15.96;  No.  3,  Mrs.  Cotelia 
Johnson,  captain,  Oliver  Taylor,  Athlee  John¬ 
son,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Conroe,  lieutenants, 
$4.15;  No.  4,  Mrs.  Estelle  Cook,  captain, 
Robert  King,  Mrs.  P.  M.  Calvin,  and  S.  M. 
Hason^  lieutenants,  $10.74;  No.  5,  Eugene 
Brown,  captain.  Lay  Davis,  lieutenant,  $1.52; 
No.  6,  T.  H.  Johnson,  captain,  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Davis  and  Mrs.  Susie  Rumley,  lieutenants, 
$24.21;  No.  7,  Mrs.  Bell  Smith,  captain,  Ed 
Griff en,  Mrs.  Lula  Griffen,  and  Miss  Lillie 
Bell  Taylor,  lieutenants,  $39.93;  No.  8,  Mrs. 
Verda  B.  Murray,  captain,  Daniel  Moore  and 
Miss  Isabella  Hason,  lieutenants,  $6.14;  total 
from  classes,  $117.87.  Auxiliaries:  Stew¬ 
ardess  board,  Mrs.  Betty  Warren,  president, 
$7.75;  Ladies’  Aid,  Mrs.  Eliza  Taylor,  presi¬ 
dent,  $8.25;  Willing  Workers,  Mrs.  Cotelia 
Johnson,  president,  $4.70;  volunteer  work¬ 
ers,  Mrs.  Lou  Wiley,  president,  $15.50;  Wo¬ 
man’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  Mrs.  Betty 
Wiley,  president,  $4.40;  Silver  Leaf,  Miss 
Mary  B.  Hason,  president,  $2.25;  Union  G. 
C.,  Eugene  Brown,  president^  $1;  total  aux¬ 
iliaries,  $43.85;  other  collection,  $4.30;  total 
for  the  day,  $165.52.  Our  church  steeple  has 
been  repaired  and  new  windows  placed  in  the 
church.  Pray  for  our  continued  success. — 
Rev.  J.  C.  Calvin,  Pastor;  E.  P.  Johnson, 
Secretary. 

Abingdon,  Va. — Sunday,  May  8,  was  known 
all  over  the  universe  as  Mothers’  Day.  In 
the  Charles  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  it  was  quietly  and  beautifully  sol¬ 
emnized.  At  11  o’clock  A.  M.  the  pastor. 
Rev.  F.  D.  Thomas,  preached  a  very  beau¬ 
tiful  sermon  from  the  text,  Mark  14.  6,  “Leave 
her  alone.”  At  3  o’clock  the  Grand  United 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Household  of  Ruths, 


and  Juveniles  assembled  in  the  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley  Church  for  their  annual  sermon,  which 
was  preached  by  the  pastor  from  the  text, 
1  Tim.  4.  8.  Sunday  night  at  8  o’clock  the 
Epworth  Learae  gave  a  Mothers’  Day  pro¬ 
gram  in  which  quite  a  number  participated. 
The  program  was  arranged  by  the  president, 
Mr.  Wm.  Gary,  and  the  first  vice-president, 
Mrs.  Jennie  Cooke,  which  was  nicely  ar¬ 
ranged.  The  church  was  beautifully  deco¬ 
rated  with  evergreen  and  white  flowers,  mven 
by  the  members  of  the  church;  the  attendance 
was  very  large,  and  alL  seemed  to  have  en¬ 
joyed  it  very  much.  Mothers’  Day  programs 
are  usually  enjoyed  by  both  young  and  old, 
as  both  understand  the  true  love  and  care  of 
a  mother.  All  the  auxiliaries  of  Charles 
Wesley  Church  are  very  much  interested  in 
completing  our  new  Sunday-school  rooms  and 
kitchenette.  From  their  interest  we  notice 
much  good  is  being  done  to  raise  sufficient 
funds  for  this  cause.  Sunday,  May  15,  was 
set  apart  for  a  rally  for  that  purpose;  it 
was  called  the  East  and  West  rally.  Three 


District 

District  Rounds 

CHARLESTON  DISTRICT 

Second  Round — Harper’s  Ferry,  June  7  (3 
P.  M.) ;  Summit  Point,  8  (11  A.  M.) ;  Charles¬ 
town,  8  (8  P.  M.) ;  Martinsburg,  11  (8  P.  M.)  ; 
Shepherdstown,  14  (8  P.  M.);  Hedgesville, 
15  (2  P.  M.) ;  Inwood,  16  (2  P.  M.) ;  Rom¬ 
ney,  20  (8  P.  M.) ;  Moorefleld,  22  (8  P.  M.) ; 
Buckhannon,  24  (11  A.  M.);  Clarksburg,  24 
(11  A.  M.);  Covington,  July  8  (3  P.  M.); 
Lewisburg,  9  (8  P.  M.)  ;  Union,  11  (2  P.  M.)  ; 
Roncevert  and  White  Sulphur,  11  (8  P.  M.) ; 
Seebert,  12  (2  P.  M.);  Alderson  and  Talcott, 
13  (2  P.  M.);  Hinton,  14  (8  P.  M.) ;  Mt. 
Hope,  16  (8  P.  M.) ;  Montgomery,  16  (8 
P.  M.);  Charleston,  18  (8  P.  M.);  Brown’s 
Chapel,  18  (8  P.  M.);  Riverview,  19  (8 
P.  M.) ;  Huntington,  20  (8  P.  M.) ;  Point 
Pleasant,  21  (8  P.  M.) ;  Parkersburg,  23, 
(8  P.  M.);  Paden  City,  26  (8  P.  M.). 

Dear  Brethren:  The  District  Conference 
will  be  held  at  Covington,  Va.,  August  2-7. 
The  district  moves  forward.  It  is  our  ear¬ 
nest  wish  that  all  the  charges  adopt  the  unit 
system  and  put  in  the  duplex  envelope.  Min¬ 
isterial  support  and  benevolences  will  then 
be  much  easier  to  raise.  Careful  planning 
and  hard  work  will  bring  results.  We  are 
asking  every  pastor  to  attend  the  District 
Conference  and  arrange  to  stay  over  Sun¬ 
day.  Special  features;  World  Service  retro¬ 
spect,  church  school  institute.  Bring  flve 
subscriptions  to  the  Southwestern  Christian 


DALLAS 

The  Dallas  District  Conference  met  in  its 
thirty-second  annual  session  in  Trinity  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Dallas,  Texas,  with 
the  Rev.  J.  Henry  Childs,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  presiding.  The  formal  opening  was 
Monday  night,  April  25.  The  organization 
was  as  follows:  Secretary,  the  Rev.  J.  L. 
Wattley;  assistants,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Stones, 
Jr.,  and  Miss  Mable  Childs;  statistician,  the 
Rev.  J.  B.  Pheanix;  assistants,  Mrs.  Light- 
ner,  the  Rev.  Mrs.  Blair,  and  the  Rev.  Mrs. 
Wattley;  treasurer,  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Des- 
landes;  reporter  to  the  papers,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  N.  Harvey  and  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Rice; 
the  Rev.  Harvey  was  made  representative  of 
the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate;  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  Stones,  Jr.,  was  elected  president 
of  Committee  on  Resolutions.  All  of  the 
pastors  were  present  except  one.  Bishop 
Jones  made  no  mistake  in  sending  to  us  Dr. 
E.  M.  Jones,  area  secretary  and  field  secre¬ 
tary  for  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief. 
Dr.  Jones  rendered  valuable  service  during 
the  session.  Drs.  J.  W.  Downs,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Waco  District;  C.  S. 
Williams,  pastor  St.  James,  Waco;  the  Revs. 
M.  Fountain,  Waco;  W.  M.  Reed,  Waco,  and 


young  ladies  were  chosen  from  each  point, 
namely:  Misses  Hortense  Brown,  Isabelle 
Brown,  Gertrude  Boyd,  East;  Misses  Susan 
Pope,  Josephine  Watson,  Susie  Mae  Clark, 
West.  A  prize  was  to  be  given  to  the  end  that 
raised  the  largest  amount.  The  East  End 
ladies  won  the  prize.  The  amount  raised  by 
both  points  was  $200,  which  will  be  used  for 
the  work  done  on  our  Sunday-school  rooms. 
In  connection  with  the  rally,  our  pastor 
preached,  at  11  o’clock,  a  very  appropriate 
sermon  for  the  occasion.  He  used  for  his 
text  Exod,  4.  7,  “What  is  that  in  thy  hand?” 
subject,  “How  Great  Works  Are  Done.” 
Sunday  night  another  very  much-suited  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached.  We  as  a  congregation 
haven’t  words  in  our  minds  to  express  our 
thanks  to  the  heavenly  Father  for  His  kind¬ 
ness  in  allowing  us  to  have  such  co-oper¬ 
ation  along  all  phases  of  our  church  work; 
but  we  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  it  is  through 
His  divine  providence  and  our  energetic  pas¬ 
tor  that  we  are  having  such  wonderful  suc¬ 
cess. — Reporter. 


Activities 

Advocate  to  District  Conference. — E.  Adolph 
Haynes,  Dist.  Supt.,  786  Water  Street, 
Clarksburg,  W.  Va. 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT 

Third  Round — Danville  and  Plainview, 
June  4,  5;  Roland  and  Natural  Steps,  11,  12; 
Little  Maumelle  and  Mark  Chapel,  18,  19; 
Lonoke  and  St.  James,  24-28;  West  Rock,  26- 
29;  North  Little  Rock,  McCabe,  and  Adams 
Chapels,  July  1-8;  Marche,  9-15;  Conway,  17- 
22;  Morrilton,  Wesley,  Mt.  Zion,  and  Union 
Chapels,  23-29;  Solgohachia,  Pleasant  Hill, 
and  Cleveland,  30- August  5;  Bentonville,  7- 
12;  Fayetteville,  14-19;  Van  Buren,  21-25; 
Fort  Smith,  26-28;  District  Conference  and 
Sunday  School,  Epworth  League  and  Junior 
League  Convention,  31-September  4,  at  North 
Little  Rock,  Adams  Chapel;  group  meetings: 
No.  1,  Natural  Steps,  June  21-23;  No.  2,  Mc¬ 
Cabe  Chapel,  July  6-7;  No.  3,  Conway,  19-21; 
No.  4,  Van  Buren,  August  23-26. 

Dear  Coworkers:  This  brings  us  to  the 
seventh  month  of  the  year.  Half  of  the  year 
is  gone  and  we  have  done  well  under  the 
existing  conditions;  but,  dear  coworkers,  let 
us  put  our  hands  in  the  hand  of  our  great 
Leader  who  said,  “It  is  I,  be  not  afraid.” 
Let  us  come  up  to  the  District  Conference 
and  Convention  with  a  round  report  on  all 
causes.  Do  not  forget  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate.  Your  brother  in  the 
work,  J.  L.  Bryan,  Dist.  Supt.,  Box  333, 
Conway,  Ark. 


F.  D.  Young,  of  Chilton,  also  rendered  valu¬ 
able  service  during  the  session.  The  Rev. 
Gills,  of  Morning  Star  Baptist  Church;  Mrs. 
Allen,  Mrs.  McDade,  Mrs.  Jones,  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  were 
also  present  and  lent  their  service.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  ministers  preached  excellent  sermons 
during  the  session:  the  Revs.  J.  H.  R.  Dud¬ 
ley,  of  Denison;  C.  E.  Connor,  of  Corsicanna; 
J.  W.  Stones,  Jr.,  of  Wichita  Falls;  J.  A. 
Wills,  of  Stop  Six,  Fort  Worth,  Texas;  Drs. 
R.  M.  Davis,  St.  Andrews;  C.  S.  Williams, 
Waco,  St.  James;  J.  W.  Downs,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  Waco  District,  and  the  re¬ 
porter.  The  spiritual  tide  ran  high — two  con¬ 
versions  and  five  accessions  to  Trinity 
Church.  Dr.  S.  E.  Jones,  pastor  of  Thomp¬ 
son  Chapel,  Fort  Worth,  conducted  the  evan¬ 
gelistic  services.  The  World  Service  quotas 
were  foremost  from  the  very  beginning.  All 
charges  save  three  reported  in  advance  of 
last  year.  The  Rev.  R.  M.  Davis  had  a 
quota  of  $900;  he  placed  it  on  the  table  at 
roll  call.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Stones,  Jr.,  fol¬ 
lowed,  placing  his  full  quota  on  the  table. 
There  were  others  the  reporter  did  not  catch. 
More  than  .$2,160  for  World  Service  was 
raised  at  this  Conference.  There  were  sev- 
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eral  special  collections  taken — one  for  the 
Rev.  R.  A.  ^plin,  who  is  on  the  sick  list  at 
Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Our  pravers  are  for  his 
■roeedy  recovery,  the  local  church,  and  the 
^flooded  district  In  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
other  Southern  States  touching  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River.  Several  pastors  paid  something 
for  Pensions  and  Relief.  In  all  we  raised 
more  than  $26,000. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  Drs.  G. 
A.  Deslandes,  R.  M.  Davis,  and  S.  E.  Jones 
for  the  way  they  are  standing  by  the  district 
superintendent;  in  fact,  all  of  the  pastors 
are  standing  hard  by  the  program  in  each 
of  their  respective  fields  of  labor.  One  cash 
subscriber  to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate. 


The  pastor.  Rev.  J.  H.  Strait,  had  every- 
thing  well  in  hand  and  put  the  entertainment 
of  the  Conference  over  in  grand  style.  The 
message  that  came  from  the  bishop  was  read 
and  the  brethren  through  it  felt  the  heart- 
throb  of  pur  own  Bishop  Jones.  Long  live 
our  bishop  and  Dr.  J.  Henry  Childs!  The 
next  session  will  be  held  in  Wichita  Falls.— 
Samuel  N.  Harvey,  Reporter. 

WACO 

The  Conference  met  for  the  fifty-second 
annual  session  at  St<  James  Methodist  Epis- 
copal  Church,  Waco,  Texas,  the  Rev.  C.  S 
Williams,  pastor. 

Tuesday— Woman’s  Home  and  Foreign 

■Missionary  Societies,  opening  exercise  con- 
ducted  by  Mrs.  M.  M.  Sanford,  evanffelistic 
Secretary;  Mrs.  F.  D.  Young,  president,  and 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Henry,  district  secretary  of  the 
Young  People’s  Society.  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick, 
president  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society,  was  introduced  and  was  highly 
received.  Dr.  J.  B.  Butler,  pastor  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Gal¬ 
veston,  brought  greetings  from  his  congrega¬ 
tion.  Dr.  H.  L.  Smith  and  W.  T.  Bank- 
night,  both  of  the  city  of  Waco,  took  a  few 
minutes  in  extending  a  cordial  welcome  to  the 
visitors.  At  8.30  P.  M.  the  Rev.  F.  D.  Young, 
pastor  at  Chilton,  Texas,  preached  to  the' 
young  people  a  sermon  that  will  always  live 
in  the  memory  of  those  who  heard  him. 

Wednesday— Devotion  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  I.  T.  Sandford;  organization  and  re¬ 
marks  by  the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  J. 
W.  Downs,  after  which  all  members  and  dele¬ 
gates  responded  to  the  roll  call  by  paying 
of  dues  asked  for  in  the  bulletin.  The  Rev, 

J.  G.  Browne  was  elected  to  look  after  the 
interest  of  the  Pension  and  Relief;  Mrs.  C. 
Criss,  for  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate.  11.30  A.  M.,  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper;  sermon  for  the  occasion  was  deliv¬ 
ered  by  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Williams,  which  was 
a  masterpiece,  both  in  delivery  and  thought; 
^Jext,  “Where  is  he?’’ 

ijyt  Thursday — Devotions  conducted  by  the 
'^ev.  R  L.  Palmer,  of  Kosse,  one  of  the 
three  who  went  over  the  top  Easter.  11.30, 
sermon  by  the  Rev.  G.  F.  Alexander,  of 
Bremond.  2.30  P.  M.,  devotions  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  E.  Davis,  pastor  of  Waco  cir¬ 
cuit.  The  Rev.  Davis  and  his  good  people  * 
are  bringing  things  to  pass  and  hope  to  make  ' 
•'^poi't  by  Annual  Conference.  At  < 
this  hour  the  Conference  listened  to  several  ' 
inspirational  addresses.  Mrs.  Bishop  John-  i 
son,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
thurch,  and  world  president  for  literature  ! 
leader  of  the  world  prayer  movement,  made  , 
some  very  helpful  and  timely  remarks  to  i 
?***’  Rroup.  ^  Mrs.  H.  L.  London,  a  teacher  ] 
Paul  Qumn  College,  held  the  audience  in  , 
ner  grasp  for  a  few  minutes  with  a  humor-  r 
ous  recitation.  j 

Friday — Devotions  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
esau  Smith,  pastor  at  Maysfleld,  Texas,  who  ^ 
Af  things  over  this  year.  ^ 

this  hour,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  the  Con-  ^ 
lerence  was  voted  back  to  St.  James,  Waco,  « 
M.,  devotions  conducted 
y  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Palmer,  and,  as  usual,  good.  " 
i;ne  discussion,  “How  to  Increase  Your 
ll-hurch  Attendance,”  by  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Wil-  i 

others,  was  a 

T  1  The  discussion,  “Should  the  tl 

®  Recreational  Pro-  o 
Pam?  by  Mrs.  M,  E.  Burkley,  Mrs.  F.  D.  b 

Henry,  no  doubt  w 
«a»cned  some  very  tender  places  of  our  older  bi 


people;  but  after  listening  to  these  teachers, 
who  are  well  experienced  in  schoolroom  work, 
we  would  be  glad  to  report  at  some  future 
date  progress  along  many  lines  in  our  church 
activity.  At  8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  B.  A.  Byas, 
pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Waco,  captivated 
his  audience  with  one  of  his  master  sermons. 

At  2.80  P.  M.,  Saturday,  aU  took  part  in 
a  rMreational  program,  led  by  the  Rev.  B. 
A.  Byas  and  Prof.  J.  L.  Henry. 

Sunday  was  a  high  day,  as  expected.  Model 
Sunday  school,  conducted  by  Prof.  A.  C.  Wil¬ 
son.  11  A.  M.,  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Browne  gave 
us  an  insight  of  the  new  Jerusalem.  8PM 
sermon  by  the  Rev.  F.  D.  Young,  which 
crowned  the  week  with  a  broader  view  of 
Jesus  death  and  resurrection. — Reporter. 

STARKVILLE  AND  TUPELO  DIS¬ 
TRICTS  MEET 

A  joint  meeting  of  the  Starkville  and  Tu¬ 
pelo  Districts  was  called  by  Bishop  R  E 
Jones  to  meet  in  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal' 
Church,  April  28,  1927.  The  bishop  being 
unabl®  to  attend,  the  meeting  was  called  to 
order  by  the  district  superintendent.  Rev. 

Scripture  lesson  was  read 
S?  prayer  by  the  Rev.  A.  J. 

McNair,  the  meeting  was  organized  as  fol- 
^ws:  Dr.  L.  M.  McCoy,  chairman;  J.  W. 
Byrd  and  N.  Cooperwood,  secretaries; 
toance  committee  for  StarkviUe  Districts 
rte  Revs.  W.  M.  Redmon,  Z.  T.  Powels,  and 
Brownridge;  committee  for  the  Tupelo  Dis- 
^ict:  J.  M.  Marsh,  J.  R.  Nevils,  and  W.  H. 
Golden.  The  meeting  was  well  attended  bv 
both  pastors  and  laymen.  Starkville  District 
reported  in  vouchers  and  checks,  $1,879;  Tu¬ 
pelo  District,  $1,806.  After  hearing  the 
Easter  reports,  Dr.  McCoy  spoke  in  tne  in- 
terest  of  Rust  College.  The  ladles  need 
no  little  praise  for  the  meals  served  to  the 
pastors.  After  announcement  for  night  serv¬ 
ice,  benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Rev. 
Suel. — Reporter. 


Obituaries 


1^'^®  Evans,  pastor  of 

Danville  charge.  Fort  Smith  District,  Little 
Rock  Conference,  died  in  Bentonville,  Ark., 
Ma^h  20,  1927.  The  Rev.  Evans  was  born 
at  Fyetteville,  Ark.,  August  13,  1866.  He 
joined  the  church  at  an  early  age  under  the 
Rev.  S.  McDonald.  After  many  years  of 
service  as  a  faithful  member  of  St.  Paul 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  felt  the  call 
of  the  ministry  for  greater  service,  and  joined 
the  Little  Rock  Conference  in  1916,  and 
^rved  his  first  charge  at  Bentonville,  Ark. 
He  then  went  to  Morrillton,  and  after  six 
years  of  service  there,  he  came  back  to  Ben¬ 
tonville  for  one  year;  then  was  sent  to  Dan¬ 
ville,  where  he  served  until  his  death.  The 
Evans  put  his  whole  heart  into  the  work 
of  his  church,  and  was  a  great  soul  winner. 
Funeral  services  were  held  March  22  at  St. 
Paul  Church,  Bentonville,  Ark.  The  follow¬ 
ing  persons  took  part  in  the  service:  the  Revs. 

F-  Littlejohn,  A.  R.  Ray,  G.  W.  Webb, 
and  P.  H.  Myers.  He  leaves  a  wife,  two 
daughters,  one  son,  one  sister,  one  brother, 
and  a  host  of  friends.  He  leaves  to  his  mem¬ 
ory  a  splendid  life’s  work  and  an  undying 
influence.— Mrs.  B.  F.  Littlejohn.  Reporter! 

March  6,  1927,  the  remains 
of  Sister  Gussie  Valmont  Johnson,  of  Beau¬ 
mont,  Texas,  were  laid  to  rest  in  Opelousas, 
La.,  in  St.  Mark’s  Cemetery.  The  pastor. 
Rev.  Smith,  delivered  a  soul-stirring  funeral 
oration  on  this  occasion,  assisted  by  the  Revs. 
Crowder  and  Van  Bryant.— M.  R.  Mantell, 
Reporter. 

JOHNSON — Death  claimed  Brother  Charley 
Johnson,  a  member  of  Military  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Columbus,  Miss.,  Febru- 
ary  24,  1927.  Brother  Johnson  was  a  class 
leader  and  choir  leader.  He  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  the  church  and  the  community. — 
The  Rev.  C.  A.  George,  Pastor.  , 


‘  ‘The  Amen  Corner’  ’ 

Rent  for  Ansit  Con^r^*  paid  by  Board  of  Pondoaa 

PENSION  COMMANDMENTS 

I.  Be  sure  you  are  right,  then  go  ahead  I 
Face  facts  or  face  failure. 

II.  Pensioning  is  an  exact  science.  Do 
not  guess  or  gamble.  The  amateur’s 
sun  is  setting  amid  threatening  clouds. 

III.  Thou  shalt  not  break  financial  law. 
Lax  business  methods  are  not  sacred. 
“Piety”  and  “Poverty”  begin  and  end 
allice,  but  are  not  of  the  same  brood. 

IV.  “Science  is  organized  common  sense.” 
Therefore,  organize  pension  common 
sense  into  a  scientific  pension  system. 
For  unscientific  systems  are  fatal. 

V.  Do  not  try  to  endow  a  growing  cause, 
or  to  balance  increasing  expenditures 
by  a  fixed  income.  Endowments  are 
futile.  Our  pension  insolvency  in¬ 
creases  $6,000  per  day.  To-morrow’s 
harvest  will  be  bankruptcy. 

VI.  Maintain  a  constant  balance  between 
resources  and  liabilities.  A  Reserve 
Fund  is  in  perpetual  equipoise. 

VII.  A  Connectional  Church  must  have  a 
Connectional  pension  system.  Even 
congregationally  organized  churches 
have  denominational  pension  plans. 

VIII.  Utilize  the  materials  of  the  old  plan  to 
build  the  new.  To  “carry  on,”  how¬ 
ever,  is  as  difficult  as  it  would  be  to 
use  the  brick  of  your  old  house  to  build 
a  new  one,  while  you  are  living  in  it. 

IX.  Pensions  are  the  cash  value  of  good 
intentions.  The  laymen’s  mandate  for 
the  Veterans  is, 

“Give  them  the  flowers  now." 

X.  Endorse  God’s  promise,  “Even  to  old 
age  will  I  carry  you,”  and  adopt  the 
Ministers’  Reserve  Pension  Fund. 

Send  for  Life  Annuity  Bond  Literature  and 
learn  how  to  “eat  your  apple  and  keep  it.” 

Joseph  B.  Hihoei,ey,  Cor.  Sec., 

740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Communion  Service  Outfits 

IndiTidual,  the  present  day 
method — cleanly  and  sanitary. 
A  more  impressiTe  aerrice. 
Beautiful  sets  at  reasonable 
prices.  Write  for  catalog. 

DaMouUn  Bros.  A  Co.,  Dept  42,  Crssaillls.  H 
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CHURCH  furniture' 

_  Evetyfliins  for  Ctnmb  and  Sunday  School  » 

\  UK.  PromtacUtry loYou.  Ftnecaudogfite.  B3 

I  DeMoulin  Bros.  Co. 

•id  1143  Soitdi4diSt.,GfMimlKIl>nob 


TARArrOP*’  Snuff  .Habit 
I  WnflVWCurad  Or  No  Pav 


TAYLOR — Johnnie  E.  Taylor,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Taylor,  of  Garjr,  Ini,  passed  into 
the  beyond  on  February  23,  1927,  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  y^ars.  He  was  given  to  the  church 
by  his  parents  at  an  early  age,  and  grew  up 
with  the  knowledge  of  God.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Sunday  school  and  League.  Res- 


VTAIWARO  La^BORATORliaiteN  4}  BALTWOuTiSI 

olutions  from  the  Sunday  school  by  Mr.  H. 
Zemmer,  Supt.,  Class  No.  6;  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Drummond,  and  other  friends  were  read.  The 
funeral  service  was  conducted  by  the  pastor, 
Bev,  F.  S.  Delaney.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his 
going,  father,  mother,  two  sisters,  two  broth¬ 
ers,  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends. — Mrs. 
J.  M.  Drummond,  Reporter. 
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Woman’s  Column 

STOP— LOOK— READ  I 

The  date  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission- 
arj  Society  Summer  School,  Gulfside,  Miss., 
has  been  changed  to  August  22-29,  inclusive. 
— Mrs.  Daisy  Bulkley-Taylor,  Dean. 

Bastrop,  La. — Dear  Sisters:  Owing  to  the 
high-water  condition  on  the  Monroe  District, 
our  annual  convention  has  been  postponed 
until  a  later  date.  I  hope  this  will  not  affect 
your  work,  as  the  great  church  is  depending 
on  us  to  put  the  program  over.  If  you  need 
me,  write  me.  I  am  at  your  service  at  all 
times.  (The  date  of  the  next  meeting  will 
be  announced  later.)  Yours  for  the  work. — 
I.  M.  Ennis,  District  President;  Lucile  How¬ 
ard,  Secretary. 

Lampton,  Miss. — The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  and  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society 
held  a  joint  anniversary  at  New  Zion  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Sunday,  May  1.  A 
short,  spicy  program  was  rendered,  after 
which  a  very  appropriate  and  excellent  ser¬ 
mon  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  D.  R.  Bent¬ 
ley  from  Eph.  4.  16.  A  committee  of  ladies 
served  refreshments  to  all.  Many  were  the 
tokens  of  appreciation  given  to  the  two  great 
bodies  of  women  who  are  busily  working  for 
the  church.  The  committee  reported  a  new 
candidate  for  admission.  The  collection  was 
grand.  The  regular  meeting  is  held  the  first 
Wednesday  in  each  month.  We  love  our 
church,  and  are  going  forward  in  His  name 
to  do  and  dare. — Mrs.  M.  A.  James,  Presi¬ 
dent  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society; 
Mrs.  Mattie  Stepney,  President  Ladies’  Aid. 

Sedalia,  Mo. — The  Woman’s  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  of  the  Central  Missouri  Con¬ 
ference  held  one  of  its  best  sessions  at  Se¬ 
dalia,  April  20-24.  A  great  spiritual  feast 
was  enjoyed  by  all.  The  session  was  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  the  Conference  corresponding 
secretary,  Mrs.  Ward  Berry.  The  roll  was 
called,  and  all  delegates  registered.  The  dis¬ 
tricts  reported  as  follows:  St.  Louis,  $201.96; 
Kansas  City,  $118.28;  Sedalia,  $93.55;  Han¬ 
nibal,  $82.61;  amount  in  treasury,  $23.94; 
total  raised  during  the  Conference  year, 
$520.33.  Mrs.  L.  Thomas,  Kansas  City,  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  Retired  Fund  Com¬ 
mittee;  Mrs.  E.  Mickens,  St.  Louis,  chairman 
of  the  Cheer  Fund  Committee;  Mrs.  M.  L. 
Grant,  Springfield,  chairman  of  Poster  and 
Publicity  Committee;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Reynolds, 
St.  Louis,  Ways  emd  Means  Committee;  Mrs. 
M.  L.  Jackson,  Resolution  Committee.  The 
anniversary  of  the  society  was  held  at  Tay¬ 
lor  Chapel,  Saturday  evening,  April  24;  at 
2.30  P.  M.  devotions  were  conducted  by  Mrs. 
M.  Wright;  address,  Mrs.  W.  Berry;  instru¬ 
mental  solo.  Miss  O.  Reeves;  address,  Mrs. 
S.  C.  McPheering;  remarks  by  Mrs.  Sullivan. 
The  treasurer,  Mrs.  Js  Mason,  read  her  re¬ 
port.  The  Conference  corresponding  secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  Ward  Berry,  was  presented  a  nice 
present  from  the  members  for  her  faithful 
years  of  service.  The  officers  are  as  follows: 
Conference  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  E. 
W.  Berry;  Conference  treasurer,  Mrs.  J. 
Mason;  superintendent  young  people’s  work, 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Grant;  superintendent  junior 
work,  Mrs.  S.  Willis;  secretary  of  steward¬ 
ship,  Mrs.  E.  G.  Mickens;  extension  secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  D.  Walton ;  secretary  of'  literature, 
Mrs.  A.  Harrison;  recording  secretary,  Mrs. 
E.  W.  Hannah.  The  society  sent  one  of  the 
sick  members,  our  former  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Gibson,  a  nice  letter  and  $6.40  as  a  little  token 
of  remembrance. — Mrs.  E.  W.  Hannab,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Special  Notices 

ADDITIONS  AND  CORRECTIONS  OF 

EPWORTH  LEAGUE  INSTITUTES 

The  Lexington  Conference  Institute  will  be 
held  the  week  of  July  11-17,  at  Covington, 
Ky.  The  Rev.  F.  H.  Bunton  is  dean  and 
the  Rev.  G.  W.  Tate,  manager.  The  Rev. 
E.  O.  Woolfolk,  D.D.,  pastor  of  St.  James 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Beaumont, 
Texas,  is  the  life  work  secretary  of  the  Beau¬ 
mont  District  Institute,  to  be  held  at  Port 
Arthur,  Texas.  The  Rev.  G.  W.  Franklin, 
1739  Nolan  Street,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  is 
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Educational  Trend 

Is  in  the  Direction'  of  Definite  Objectives 

WILEY  COLLEGE 

and  other  Leading  Schools — whether  technical  or  liberal — more  and  more  are  stressing 
the  vocational  aspect  of  education. 

Teaching  is  done  with  an  idea  of  giving  the  student  not  only  general  culture,  but 
something  that  will  enable  him  to  fill  a  definite  place. 

THE  WILEY  SUMMER  SCHOOL 

which  opens  JUNE  6th  will  offer  the  largest  possible  choice  of  courses  for  specific 
training.  Write  for  bulletin. 

V.  E.  DANIEL,  Director  M.  W.  DOGAN,  President 

MARSHALL,  TEXAS 


the  dean  of  the  San  Antonio  District  Insti¬ 
tute  instead  of  Dr.  R.  N.  Davis.  Dr.  Davis 
is  now  pastor  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and  is 
dean  of  the  Dallas  District  Institute. — F.  H. 
Butler,  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  Ill. 

The  annual  convention  of  the  Central  Ala¬ 
bama  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
will  convene  at  Ashland,  Ala.,  June  16,  17. 
The  auditing  committee  will  meet  on  June 
16. — Mrs.  R.  R.  Williams,  President. 

Sunday  morning,  June  12,  at  11  o’clock. 
Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  will 
preach  at  Heck’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Griffin,  Ga;  We  invite  our  friends 
to  worship  with  us. — The  Rev.  P.  L.  Inman, 
Pastor;  Miss  J.  V.  Reid,  Reporter. 

LOST — Two  films  of  Gulfside  Association 
Activities,  Waveland,  Miss.  These  films  were 
shown  last  at  Dallas,  Texas.  Anybne  know¬ 
ing  the  whereabouts  of  these  films,  please 
notify  Gulfside  Association,  Box  103,  Wave- 
land,  Miss. 

Please  note  the  following  changes  in  the 
plan  of  episcopal  assignments  for  the  fall 
Conferences:  Tennessee  Conference,  October 
12  instead  of  October  19;  South  Carolina 
Conference,  December  6,  instead  of  Decem¬ 
ber  7.  Liberia  is  a  Conference,  not  a  Mis¬ 
sion  Conference.  ' 

To  the  Pastors  of  the  Atlanta  Annual  Con¬ 
ference:  The  Layman’s  Convention  is  slated 
to  meet  with  us  at  Griffin,  Ga.,  and  I  am 
asking  that  every  pastor  send  the  number 
of  delegates  from  tbeir  respective  charges 
that  will  attend  the  convention.  Please  do 
this  at  your  earliest  convenience.  Send  all 
names  to  the  Rev.  P.  L.  Inman,  202  East 
Broad  Street,  Griffin,  Ga. — Miss  J.  V.  Reid. 

The  Rural  School  for  Pastors  will  be  held 
at  Waveland,  Miss.,  June  14-24,  1927.  We 
are  urging  that  the  brethren  who  are  to  at¬ 
tend  this  school  please  arrange  to  be  present 
on  the  first  day.  We  want  you  to  differen¬ 
tiate  between  the  School  of  Theology  and 
the  rural  school.  In  times  past,  in  the  minds 


of  many  brothers,  these  schools  have  been 
confused;  but  the  rural  school  is  for  rural 
pastors  and  men  who  are  not  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  course  of  study.  We  are  offering  this 
year  a  three  years’  course  in  evangelism, 
stewardship,  rural  economics,  church  finance, 
recreation,  and  play.  We  are  going  to  give 
to  the  men  who  successfully  complete  this 
three  years’  course  a  diploma  as  recognition 
of  their  accomplishment.  We  want  every 
man  to  take  an  interest  and  do  his  best 
so  that  we  may  make  this  a  tremendous  suc¬ 
cess.  Don’t  forget  the  date.  For  informa¬ 
tion  address  R.  G.  Morris,  Box  103,  Wave- 
land,  Miss.  . 

To  the  Pastors  of  the  Hattiesburg  DistrictiV 
Mississippi  Conference:  My  dear  Pastors” 
and  Brothers:  This  has  indeed  been  a  won¬ 
derful  year  despite  the  obstacles.  We  ren¬ 
dered  the  best  World  Service  report  for  this 
time  of  the  year.  So  let  me  congratulate  you 
and  all  your  members  foY  this  wonderful 
success.  We  did  not  get  over  the  top  with 
the  district  quota,  but  how  wonderful  was 
every  man’s  report  at  the  World  Service  roll 
call.  Now  let  me  say,  brethren,  there  is 
much  yet  to  be  done.  Let  us  push  now  to 
make  a  clean  sweep  on  Children’s  Day  for 
all  the  church  monies  asked  of  us.  Come  to 
the  District  Conference  with  your  General 
Conference  expense  collection,  your  full 
quota  for  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate,  Area  Council  expense.  Old  Folks’  Home 
collection.  Remember,  the  eyes  of  the  world 
are  on  our  church,  and  the  eye  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  church  is  on  this  district,  so  let  us  do 
our  part  to  bring  the  area  back  to  where 
it  once  was. — Your  brother,  W.  H.  Smith, 
Dist.  Supt. 

Inquiry 

I  wish  to  inquire  for  the  mother  of  James^ 
Moore,  an  ex-soldier,  who  was  killed  in  Ne^[® 
Orleans,  February  26,  1927.  His  mother  'iw 
supposed  to  be  in  Flint,  Mich.  I  am  asking 
that  each  pastor  inquire  in  his  field  of  labor 
for  the  mother  of  James  Moore.  Send  in¬ 
formation  to  Mrs.  Matilda  Small,  Station  F, 

R.  F.  D.  2,  Box  69,  New  Orleans,  La. 
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A  Negro  Salutes  the  Flag 

BY  GEORGE  LEONARD  ALLEN 

Unfurled  against  the  sapphire -tinted  skies, 

Borne  high  above  the  cheering  of  the  throng, 

My  country’s  flag!  With  reverent,  eager  eyes 
And  beating  heart,  I  see  thee  pass  along! 

Red  as  the  blood  shed  by  a  thousand  slaves. 

And  spilled  in  freedom’s  cause  when  Attucks  fell; 
White  as  the  daisies  blooming  o’er  the  graves 
Of  blacks  who  bore  thee  through  the  jaws  of  hell! 
Blue  as  the  sea  beyond  whose  storm-swept  tide 
Unnumbered  dusky  heroes  martyred  lie, 

I  hail  thee,  emblem  of  a  nation’s  pride. 

And  in  my  heart  I  hold  thee  ever  high ! 

Thou  art  my  flag,  for  in  thy  every  strand 

Are  woven  black  men’s  deeds,  wrought  in  thy  name! 

Full  many  a  faithful,  toil-scarred,  swarthy  hand 
Has  writ  thy  glory  on  the  scroll  of  fame! 

So  as  I  see  thy  gleaming  colors  flash. 

Forgotten  are  a  thousand  tyrannies — 

The  lyncher’s  rope,  the  cruelties  of  the  lash. 

The  lusts,  the  hates,  the  wrongs  of  centuries! 

And  gazing  up  in  hope,  my  spirit  cries: 

“Float  on,  O  glorious  banner  of  the  free; 

From  Maine’s  dark  woods  to  Georgia’s  smiling  skies. 
From  fertile  plain  to  throbbing,  wind -tossed  sea! 
From  sunlit  vale  to  snow-capped  mountain  crag. 
Wave  ever  on,  mine  own,  my  country’s  flag!’’ 
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— ^The  Rev,  W.  M.  Clark,  pastor  at  Basin, 
Miss.,  has  the  sympathy  of  the  entire  com¬ 
munity  over  the  serious  illness  of  Mrs.  Clark, 
now  in  the  hospital  at  Laurel,  Miss.  For 
more  than  eight  weeks  she  has  been  indis¬ 
posed. 

— Gammon  Theological  Seminary  of  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  at  its  commencement  exercises,  May  18, 
conferred  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity  upon  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  the  success¬ 
ful  representative  of  the  Board  of  Pensions 
and  Relief. 

—President  W,  J,  Davidson,  of  Illinois  Wes¬ 
leyan  University,  preached  the  baccalaureate 
sermon  of  that  institution  on  June  6,  and 
the  commencement  address  was  delivered  by 
Mr.  William  McAndrew,  superintendent  of 
schools,  Chicago. 

— Dr.  Kelly  Miller  delivered  the  annual  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  student  organizations  of  Bethune- 
Cookman  College,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla., 
Monday,  May  23,  and  Judge  G.  Edward 
Dickerson,  of  Philadelphia,  the  address  to  the 
graduating  class  on  May  26. 

— At  Tuskegee’s  annual  commencement.  Dr. 
Charles  A.  Tindley  was  commencement 
speaker,  and  Dean  Plato  Durham,  of  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  University,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  was  the  commencement  speaker 
at  Gammon  Theological  Seminary. 

— The  Rev.  D.  M.  Pleasants,  of  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  writes  that  his  father  is  seriously  ill  at 
the  present  time,  requiring  his  presence  at 
the  father’s  bedside.  His  father  is  an  honored 
member  and  pioneer  of  East  Tennessee  Con¬ 
ference.  It  is  hoped  that  his  recovery  will 
be  prompt. 

—Dean  J.  R.  Reynolds,  of  Haven  Teachers’ 
College,  Meridian,  delivered  very  ably  the 
annual  address  before  the  graduating  class 
and  friends  of  the  Okolona  Industrial  School 
on  the  twenty-fifth  commencement  occasion, 
when  ten  young  people  graduated  with  splen¬ 
did  credit  to  themselves  and  to  the  school. 

—The  wife  of  Pastor  F.  T.  Lee,  of  Houston, 
Texas,  was  in  New  Orleans  recently  ac¬ 
companying  the  body  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  L. 
Rogers,  for  funeral  and  interment.  Mrs. 
Rogers  died  in  Galveston,  Texas,  on  May  22, 
and  was  buried  from  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Hardimon,  1911  North  Villue 
Street,  this  city. 

— An  encouraging  list  of  subscriptions  to  the 
Southwestern  was  sent  the  ofSce  last  week 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  F.  Page,  pastor  of  his¬ 
toric  Centenary  Church,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Dr.  Page  was  formerly  district  superintend¬ 
ent  in  the  South  Carolina  Conference,  which 
body  he  represented  with  credit  in  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

Thomas  Russell  Davis,  A.M.,  formerly 
president  of  Walden  College,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  was  installed  president  of  Samuel 
Huston  College,  Austin,  Texas,  on  May  31, 
1927.  Besides  the  student  body,  a  large  and 
representative  group  of  citizens  and  edu¬ 
cators  of  the  community  and  State  was  pres¬ 
ent  in  testimony  to  their  interest  in  this  new 
epoch  in  the  life  of  the  school. 

— One  of  the  most  successful  revivals  in  its 
history  has  just  been  held  on  the  Lake  City 
(S.  C.)  charge,  under  the  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  W.  M.  R,  Eaddy.  He  writes  us,  say¬ 
ing:  “Every  bank  in  Lake  City  has  failed 
within  a  year,  but  God  is  the  same.  The 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  still  rests 
upon  our  minds.  I  will  take  up  to  tlie 
Conference  not  less  than  twenty  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  this  dear  old  paper.” 

— John  Wesley,  Jr.,  eldest  son  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Moultrie,  formerly  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  South  Carolina  Conference,  now 
of  Daytona,  in  the  Florida  Conference,  was 
graduated  from  Allegheny  College  at  its 
recent  commencement.  During  his  college 
career,  young  Moultrie  maintained  a  high 
grade  of  scholarship,  and  was  the  only  lad 
of  color  in  his  class.  He  won  a  purse  of  $100 
for  general  scholarship  and  deportment.  His 
brother,  George,  graduates  from  the  Shenley 
High  School,  Pittsburgh.  Of  course.  Dr.  and  i 


Mrs.  Moultrie  are  justly  proud  of  these  two 
forward-looking  sons,  and  this  editor  shares 
their  parental  pride. 

— The  Rev.  M.  L.  Mackay,  pastor  Centennial 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  returned 
to  this  pastorale  for  another  year -by  Bishop 
E.  L.  Waldorf,  presiding  at  the  recent  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Central  Missouri  Conference. 
Bro.  Mackay  and  his  ambitious  congregation 
have  already  purchased  on  the  popular 
Paseo  Boulevard  an  eligible  site  upon  which 
soon  they  will  erect  a  $100,000  modern  church 
structure,  so  long  needed  by  our  Kansas  City 
Methodism. 


No  hook  is  worth  anything  that  is  not 
worth  MUCH;  nor  is  it  serviceable  until 
it  has  been  read  and  reread  and  loved  and 
loved  again,  and  marked  so  that  you  can 
refer  to  the  passages  you  want  in  it,  as 
a  soldier'  can  seize  the  weapon  he  needs  in 
an  armory,  or  a  housewife  bring  the  spice 
she  needs  from  her  store.  Bread  of  flour 
is  good;  but  there  is  bread  sweet  as  honey, 
if  we  would  eat  it,  in  a  good  book;  and 
the  family  must  be  poor  indeed  which, 
once  in  their  lives,  cannot  for  such  multi- 
pliable  barley  loaves  pay  their  baker’s 
bill, — Ruskin. 


— The  Rev.  Dr.  Gloster  R.  Bryant  was 
transferred  by  Bishop  Locke,  who  presided 
at  the  recent  session  of  the  Lexington  Con¬ 
ference,  from  the  important  pastorate  of  Cal¬ 
vary  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  to  the  great  Warren  Church  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.,  in  the  bounds  of  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Conference.  In  turn.  Dr.  D.  D.  Tur- 
peau,  after  four  very  successful  years  at 
Warren,  was  transferred  to  Cincinnati  to 
succeed  Dr.  Bryant  at  Calvary.  Both  men 
are  great  leaders  of  their  people  and  much 
beloved  among  their  brethren. 

— The  Rev.  E.  W.  Rakestraw,  pastor  of  As- 
bury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Savan¬ 
nah,  Ga.,  has  just  succeeded  in  placing  that 
congregation  in  the  front  rank  among  Negro 
congregations  in  that  city,  which  enshrines 
perpetually  the  names  of  the  Methodist  pio¬ 
neers  there — John  Wesley  and  Francis  As- 
bury.  By  a  wise  purchase  the  Asbury  con¬ 
gregation  is  now  housed  in  the  most  elegant 
church  structure  occupied  by  any  congrega¬ 
tion  of  our  people  in  Savannah.  Full  an¬ 
nouncement  will  be  made  in  these  columns 
concerning  the  dedicatory  exercises  which 
are  to  occur  in  the  late  summer. 

— A  copy  of  the  first  number  of  Tiie  Home 
Mission  College  Review  has  just  reached  our 
desk.  It  is  the  organ  of  those  educational 
institutions  supported  mainly  by  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Baptist  Home  Missionary  Society  and 
the  Woman’s  American  Baptist  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Society.  Its  editor  is  Prof.  Benja¬ 
min  Brawley,  of  Shaw  University,  Raleigh, 
N.  C.  Both  in  its  well-conceived  purpose 
and  in  the  high  character  of  its  contents, 
editorial  and  contributed  articles,  also  in  its 
make-up,  the  Review  is  a  worthy  product, 
reflecting  the  observant,  discriminating  schol¬ 
arship  for  which  Prof.  Brawley  is  already 
so  well  and  favorably  known. 

' — The  Rev.  James  M.  Harris,  D.D.,  who  was 
our  progressive  pastor  at  Wilson  Temple, 
West  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  is  circulating  cards  an¬ 
nouncing  his  marriage  on  Wednesday,  June 
8,  1927,  in  the  West  Raleigh  Church,  to  Miss 
Christine  Lavinia  Graves,  of  Raleigh.  Miss 
Graves  is  from  one  of  Raleigh’s  oldest  and 
most  substantial  families.  Though  for  years 
a  busy  teacher  of  highest  repute  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Raleigh,  she  has  consistently 
given  of  her  time  to  social  uplift  and  re¬ 
ligious  interests.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Harris 
have  showered  upon  them  for  the  coming 
years  the  best  wishes  of  their  large  number 
of  friends  throughout  the  South,  where  they 
are  so  favorably  known.  They  are  at  home 
to  their  friends  after  June  21  in  their  new 
pastorate,  81  Argyle  Street,  West  Asheville, 
N.  C. 

— Thirty-five  new  annual  cash  subscriptions 
to  The  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  is 
a  most  commendable  piece  of  denominational 
co-operation  and  loyalty.  The  honor  of  this 


distinctive  achievement  falls  upon  the  Rev. 
Arthur  D.  WUliams,  pastor  of  our  Poca¬ 
hontas  Community  Church,  in  the  coal  fields 
of  Virginia.  The  honor  is  all  the  more  de¬ 
serving  because  Dr.  Williams  is  in  the  midst 
of  a  most  strenuous  building  program,  erect¬ 
ing  what  wiU  be  probably  the  most  unique 
church  plant  to  be  found  among  our  group 
anywhere  in  the  Southland.  It  will  be  unique 
in  that  it  is  designed  and  wUI  be  equipped 
for  a  full-orbed  Christian  community  service 
for  a  mining  population  as  worthy,  though 
so  long  neglected,  as  any  people  to  be  found 
anywhere.  Pastor  Williams  modestly  says: 
“If  there  is  any  credit  due  for  these  sub¬ 
scriptions,  it  is  due  my  religious  education 
secretary,  who  conducted  the  Southwestern 
drive.” 

—-The  World  League  Against  Alcoholism 
will  hold  its  annual  congress  this  year  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  of  August  17-24,  at  Winona 
Lake,  Ind.  It  comes  in  the  middle  of  the 
period  when  two  other  powerful  temperance 
bodies  will  be  gripping  the  interest  of  the 
national  public — the  International  Convention 
of  Good  Templars  and  the  National  Wom¬ 
an’s  Christian  Temperance  Union.  Starting 
in  Washington  in  1919,  its  first  convention, 
held  in  Toronto,  1922,  with  representatives 
from  sixty-six  countries,  was  the  greatest 
reform  convention  ever  held  in  the  world. 
The  approaching  convention  at  Winona  is 
preparing  for  3,000  delegates,  as  it  will  be 
the  mobilization  of  all  national  temperance 
organizations  in  all  the  important  countries 
of  the  globe.  Dr.  Ernest  Cherrington,  who 
declined  the  secretaryship  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  last  year,  is 
general  secretary  of  the  league. 

— The  Kings  Mountain  Student  Conference, 
which  is  meeting  at  Lincoln  Academy,  Kings 
Mountain,  N.  C.,  June  3-13,  will  celebrate 
this  year  the  fifteenth  anniversary  of  its 
foundation.  Many  former  delegates  will  re¬ 
turn  to  join  in  the  celebration.  The  confer¬ 
ence  will  also  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  founding  of  the  Christian  Student 
Movement  in  America.  Big  features  this 
year  are  the  return  of  Max  Yergan,  Kings 
Mountain  man,  from  his  field  of  work  in 
South  Africa;  a  conference  of  high-school 
boys  from  ten  Southern  States,  and  delegates 
are  coming  from  190  student  associations  and 
Hl-Y  Clubs.  Several  African  students,  as 
well  as  outstanding  lenders  of  the  Christian 
movements  in  Europe,  will  be  present. 
Among  the  chief  speakers  and  leaders  are: 

Dr.  C.  D.  Hubert,  Atlanta;  Dr.  C.  H.  Tobias, 
New  York;  Prof.  B.  E.  Mays,  Tampa;  the 
Rev.  Howard  Thurman,  Oberlin;  Mr.  A. 
Philip  Randolph,  New  York;  Mr.  Max  Yer¬ 
gan,  South  Africa;  and  Messrs.  H.  L.  Hen- 
riod,  chairman  of  the  World’s  Christian  Stu¬ 
dent  Federation,  and  H.  C.  Rutgers,  chair-  ^ 
man  of  the  Dutch  Student  Movement,  Am-  m 
sterdam. 
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Preach  the  Word 


If  IS  noticeable  and  an  object  of  common  remark 
that  modern  men  do  not  by  any  means  attend  church 
services  as  largely  or  in  as  great  numbers  as  the 
enthusiasm  of  church  leaders  and  the  facilities  for  ac¬ 
commodation  warrant.  Hardly  any  problem  of  church 
life  is  so  acute  as  that  of  the  empty  pew. 

On  this  question  much  has  been  said,  much  more  has 
been  thought.  Some  think  the  absence  of  relatively  large 
masses  from  the  churches  is  indicative  of  the  waning  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  church  in  the  thought  and  conduct  of  so¬ 
ciety  ;  and  that  organized  religious  enterprise  is  doomed. 
Others  think  it  is  rather  due  to  multipliciity  of  agencies 
— recreational,  business,  educative — dissipating  men’s 
energies  and  diverting  their  interests  so  as  to  make  it 
impossible  for  the  church  to  hold  the  center  of  the  stage 
^  of  human  interest,  and  certainly  not  to  command  so  much 
of  men’s  time. 

Others  explain  the  fall  away  in  church  attendance  as 
part  of  that  evident  general  movement  now  demoralizing 
Sunday  as  a  rest  day,  the  “holy  Sabbath”  day  of  the 
past.  There  is  no  questioning  the  fact  that  our  modern 
strenuous  life  has  made  upon  the  ancient  Sabbath  day, 
as  an  institution  utilized  so  wisely  by  the  church  in  the 
past  as  a  means  of  grace,  such  radical  encroachments 
as  to  render  the  day  almost  unrecognizable  in  sections 
of  our  country,  notably  in  the  great  cities. 

All  of  which  observations  have  valid  weight.  Any 
solution  of  the  problem  of  the  vacant  pew  must  seek 
to  meet  the  arguments  set  up  by  those  who  advance  these 
factors  as  accounting  for  the  slump  in  attendance  of 
men  on  the  church  services  of  the  present  time.  But  to 
these,  and  perhaps  most  potent  of  the  group  of  causes 
already  suggested,  is  the  one  which  that  careful  and  wide 
observer  of  men  and  institutions,  Roger  Babson,  re- 
-  ferred  in  an  address  recently  before  the  National  Coun- 
of  Congregational  Churches  in  their  annual  session  in 
Omaha.  He  thinks  men  fail  to  go  to  church  because  the 
preachers  talk  too  much  of  book  reviews,  science,  pro¬ 
hibition,  and  other  things  in  which  they  are  not  expert, 
lather  than  on  religious  subjects.  Says  Mr.  Babson: 

“More  laymen  would  go  to  church  if  they  were  sure  of 
getting  real  help  and  inspiration.  Laymen  will  not  go 
to  church  for  dissertations  on  the  League  of  Nations, 
prohibition,  or  other  subjects  which  they  can  get  far  bet- 

tei  presented  in  a  newspaper  or  magazine  on  their  library 
table.” 

VVe  take  it  that  he  was  making  the  application  to  the 
brethren  of  the  ministry  of  the  Congregational  persua¬ 
sion.  But  his  analysis  will  admit  of  far  wider  applica¬ 
tion.  The  malady  is  universal  in  America,  and  we  be- 
ie\l  the  specific,  applied  to  the  whole  area  wherever  the 
P'il  exists,  lies  in  the  quoted  assertion,  without  regard 
A  o  church  lines.  All  denominations  are  handicapped  by 
Wtlic  stay-away-from-church  evil;  and  much  of  the  evil 
IS  due  to  the  message  which  the  modern  pulpit  is  deliver¬ 
ing  to  the  people,  or  to  the  vacant  pews.  It  would  be 


an  interesting  study  in  ecclesiastics  to  visit  the  church 
with  an  empty  pew  and  to  sit  therein  and  study  the  type 
of  message  that  “preacher”  groans  as  he  delivers  it  to 
the  people. 

Primarily  the  church  service  is  not  intended  for,  nor 
should  it  partake  of,  the  character  of  a  political  caucus 
or  club,  or  of  a  college  seminar  where  an  actor  assumes 
the  role  of  a  stump-speaker  or  a  lecturer  on  abtruse 
academic  themes.  Men  do  not  go  to  church  to  hear  dis¬ 
courses  with  such  content ;  nor  does  the  mood  of  church 
goers  comport  with  the  atmosphere  begotten  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  by  that  type  of  “preaching.”  Men  go  to  ward  meet¬ 
ings  for  politics ;  they  attend  academic  classrooms  or 
public  lecture  courses  in  lyceums  and  forums  when  they 
seek  purely  intellectual  calisthenics. 

Worship  involves  a  different  atmosphere,  a  different 
attitude,  a  different  motive,  and  a  different  message. 
When  men  go  to  church,  they  are  in  serious  pursuit  of 
soul-help.  They  want  magnified  as  unique  and  supreme 
that  type  of  spiritual  philosophy  and  way  of  life  which 
is  better  known  as  the  way  of  Jesus  Christ  set  forth 
essentially  in  the  gospel.  They  want  their  lives,  their 
problems,  their  misfortunes,  their  sufferings,  their  de¬ 
spair,  all  related  to  the  central  fact  of  universal  human 
experience  the  Christ  of  the  cross,  who  is  an  expression, 
the  crowning  consummate  complete  expression,  of  God 
in  His  love  and  Fatherhood  for  men  in  all  the  conditions 
of  life.  Men  go  to  church  to  refresh  and  reinforce  and 
reassure  their  spiritual  impulses  and  their  loyalties  to 
Him  whom  they  thereby  acknowledge  as  their  supreme 
Value,  and  in  whom  alone  they  find  their  ample  satis¬ 
factions  under  the  strain  of  life. 

The  church  assumes  the  social  responsibility  to  offer 
this  specific  ministry  to  men.  In  this  service,  unique  in 
character,  is  the  church’s  only  reason  of  existence.  The 
chief  human  actor  in  this  drama  of  the  church  is  her 
minister,  called  of  God  and  set  apart  by  the  church, 
clothed  upon  with  her  confidence,  her  authority  and  the 
authority  of  the  Truth  which  she  is  divinely  ordained  to 
me(bate  to  the  world.  By  divine  endowment,  and  by  edu¬ 
cation,  Christian  culture  and  consecration,  he  becomes 
the  priest  of  God,  the  “expert”  in  spiritual  interpreta¬ 
tion  and  ministry  adapted  to  render  to  the  people  such 
service  as  is  implied  in  the  holy  idealism  of  the  church. 

What  a  privilege  is  this  priest’s!  For  his  ministry 
the  people  are  hungry.  Hence  they  go  to  church.  If 
he  feeds  them,  they,  growing  hungry  again,  will  return. 
Whether  or  not  he  feeds  them  can  be  determined  with 
almost  prophetic  accuracy  by  him  when  he  looks  out 
habitually  upon  the  empty  pews.  “Tlie  people  know  their 
man”  in  the  pulpit,  is  but  another  way  of  expressing 
the  Master’s,  “My  sheep  know  my  voice.” 

The  major  corrective  for  the  empty  pew  was  given 
by  that  spiritual  sage  of  the  first  century  who  suffered 
more  than  any  other  man  to  propagate  the  faith  of  his 
Lord,  when  he,  Paul,  was  advising  the  voung  theolog, 
Timothy.  It  is,  Preach  the  Word."  The  Word  is  that 
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which  is  accepted  with  credence  everywhere  as  being  the  across  and  making  chasms  in  the  continents  of  human 
constant  spiritual  factor  in  human  history  which  brings  life.  To  preach  the  Word  is  to  exalt  once  again  to  its 
to  men  the  only  satisfying  hope  of  purity  and  progress  primal  position  in  society  the  function  and  purposes  of 
for  their  personal  and  corporate  lives.  To  preach  the  the  church,  and  hence  to  attract  within  her  doors  and 

Word  is  to  satisfy,  as  experience  has  proven  for  twenty  unto  her  altars  many  multitudes  who  absent  themselves 

centuries,  the  acute  spiritual  hunger  of  men;  it  is  to  therefrom  on  account  of  the  dry  dogma  and  profitless 
vindicate  the  faith  of  the  church ;  it  is  to  justify  our  piffle  that  all  too  many  modem  preachers  are  giving  out. 

gracious  calling;  it  is  to  avert  the  tides  of  evil  cutting  Preach  the  Word  and  fill  the  pews. 

Arrived 


For  a  number  of  weeks  it  had  been  rumored  through¬ 
out  our  Methodism  that  one  of  the  most  successful 
of  our  missionaries  to  Africa  would  soon  return 
home  on  a  much  needed  and  justly  deserved  furlough. 
And  because  of  the  excellent  quality  of  her  work  there 
as  reported  by  those  who  had  official  knowledge  of  it, 
all  of  us  became  expectant  for  her  arrival  home  for  her 
much  needed  rest. 

And  so,  agreeable  to  the  expectation  of  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  progress  of  missionary  work  in 
Africa  and  the  welfare  of  the  missionaries  there.  Miss 
Hattie  Hooks  has  arrived  home  from  her  post  of  duty 
on  the  far-flung  fields  of  missionary  challenge  in  the  heart 
of  the  continent  of  Africa.  In  coming  to  the  States,  Miss 
Hooks  is  terminating  her  first  period  of  service  as  for¬ 
eign  missionary.  It  is  a  beautiful  chapter  which  she 
has  written  in  modem  missionary  annals ;  the  secret  of 
the  service  rendered  is  in  the  beauty  of  her  character 
and  the  sincerity  of  her  consecration. 

For  seven  and  a  half  consecutive  years  she  has  lived 
the  missionary’s  life  of  deprivation,  courage,  strenuous 
application,  isolation,  and  unstinted  devotion  in  per¬ 
formance  of  the  thousand  and  one  forms  of  activities, 
little  and  large,  that  engage  the  hand  and  head  and 
heart  of  the  true  missionary,  which  she  is.  Her  service 
was  rendered  at  Garraway  and  Grand  Cess  missions, 
chiefly  as  teacher  of  primitive  folk. 

Her  sustained  period  of  service  and  the  attested  high 
character  of  her  work  are  due  in  large  measure  to  the 
thorough  preparation  she  received  before  undertaking 
the  exacting  task  of  a  foreign  missionary.  She  relied 
not  merely  upon  her  consecrated  zeal — of  which  she  is 
obsessed  with  abundance — ^but  she  was  shaped  in  mind 
and  heart  by  the  discipline  of  the  schools. 

She  had  an  endowment  of  intelligent  zeal  which  en¬ 
abled  her  to  penetrate  and  analyze  the  missionary  prob¬ 
lem,  to  sense  the  proper  approach  thereto,  to  adapt  her¬ 
self  to  its  manifold  requirements.  She  had  insight  and 
perspective  as  well  as  zeal  and  consecration.  She  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  college  department  of  Clark  University, 
Atlanta,  and  from  the  mission  study  course  at  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary.  Besides,  Miss  Hooks  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  Des  Moines  Training  School.  Thus  becom¬ 
ing  oriented  for  the  adventure,  her  endurance  and  aban¬ 
don  to  the  work  she  chose  for  her  life  career  becomes 
less  difficult  of  explanation,  and  her  success  is  promptly 
accounted  for. 

After  a  year’s  rest  and  study  here,  she  will  return 
to  the  field  to  carry  on  and  to  carry  out  the  great  com¬ 
mission.  On  landing  in  the  States,  she  was  for  several 
days  the  guest  of  Mrs.  A.  P.  Camphor,  wife,  and  for 
many  years  missionary  helpmeet,  of  the  late  beloved 
Bishop  Alexander  P.  Camphor,  whose  life,  full  of  labors, 
was  laid  upon  the  altar  of  Africa’s  redemption.  Later 


Miss  Hooks  made  the  long  overland  journey  to  her  far 
Western  home  in  Topeka,  Kan.,  to  greet  the  over-anxious 
look  of  a  mother  who  was  pious  enough  to  lend  her  to 
Him  whose  servants  the  missionaries  are. 

Fit  to  be  numbered  among  the  worthies,  those  stal¬ 
wart  heroes  of  sacrificial  service  around  whom  is  inter- 
’.voven  the  history,  of  African  missions,  is  the  Rev.  F.  A. 

ze,  district  superintendent  of  the  Cape  Palmas  Dis¬ 
trict,  Liberia  Conference.  Dr.  Price  also  has  just  re¬ 
turned  to  this  country,  having  arrived  in  New  York  on 
the  “S.  S.  Baltic,”  on  April  25.  During  his  twenty-four 
years  of  missionary  service  in  Liberia  he  has  accepted 
only  two  furlough  periods  from  the  field.  This  is  his  ^ 
second  furlough  after  ten  consecutive  years  in  Liberia. 
He  comes  now  to  join  his  family,  which  preceded  him 
here  some  months  ago  because  of  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Price. 
Her  health  is  so  nearly  restored  now,  that  after  a  year’s 
rest  for  her  husband,  the  family  will  return  to  their 
chosen  field  of  service  in  human  uplift  and  Kingdom  ex¬ 
tension. 

Our  missionaries,  we  are  sure,  will  experience  the 
most  cordial  welcome  wherever  they  go  among  our 
churches,  telling  the  story  of  Africa’s  needs  and  of  our 
privilege  of  ministry  in  the  spirit  of  the  Christ. 

The  Hannon  Awards 

TIMULATION  of  creative  endeavor  are  the  Har¬ 
mon  Awards  proffered  to  Negroes  for  excellence 
of  achievement  in  religious  organization,  religious 
education,  and  social  service.  The  sums  of  $400  andj| 
$100,  with  gold  and  bronze  medals,  are  offered.  But" 
the  service  must  be  of  an  outstanding  character  and  con¬ 
stitute  a  distinct  contribution  to  its  particular  field. 

Besides  the  religious  field,  other  fields  in  which  such 
activity  is  encouraged,  are  the  fine  arts,  literature,  music, 
business,  education,  science  and  race  relations,  open  to 
both  colored  and  white. 

The  field  is  fertile,  and  by  no  means  pre-empted  for 
this  type  of  endeavor.  It  is  hoped  that  many  contestants 
will  enter,  qualified  for  these  awards.  The  awards  are 
offered  in  contemplation  of  a  constructive  social  service, 
and  the  fortunate  contestants  will  be  making  a  worth-while 
contribution  to  social  advancement.  Civilization  is  a 
synthesis  of  cultures.  That  which  adds  to  culture  in 
any  given  field — whether  of  fine  arts  or  belles-le'ttres 
or  invention  or  social  adjustment — increases  the  sum 
total  of  that  culture  and  thus  gives  society  a  forward 
impulse. 

Prior  to  August  15,  applications  and  nominations^ 
should  be  addressed  to  Dr.  George  K.  Haynes,  105  E. 
22  Street,  New  York  City. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


0  “Take  Away  That  Ugly  Black  Thing” 

IN  one  of  the  Irish  plays  of  William  Butleb  Yeats, 
there  is  a  striking  scene  where  a  fairy  visits  the  home 
of  a  peasant.  The  fairy  is  dancing  around  the  room, 
when  suddenly  its  eye  is  caught  by  a  dark  crucifix  hanging 
on  the  wall.  The  dance  is  stopped  and  the  fairy  cries  out, 
“Take  away  that  ugly  black  thing.”  That  word  of  the 
fairy  in  the  poet’s  play  expresses  very  truly  the  attitude 
of  a  great  deal  of  superficial  religion  to  the  Cross. 

The  Cross,  with  its  suggestion  of  sacrifice  and  suffer- 
Interrupts  the  thoughtless  dance  that  a  great  many 
people  would  like  to  make  out  of  life.  They  want  their 
Christianity  without  that  “ugly  black  thing.”  They  would 
blink  the  hard  and  tragic  facts  of  life  and  hide  away  in 
some  superficial  optimism  that  rejects  burdens.  It  is  due 
to  the  same  feeling  expressed  by  the  fairy  that  many  woi^d 
prefer  a  thin,  diluted  version  of  Christianity,  with  'Ve 
Cross  left  out. 

It  is  easy  to  concoct  a  pleasant  philosophy  of  life  wdiich 
lays  no  uncomfortable  burdens  on  the  backs  and  shoulders 
of  the  believer,  but  it  is  not  Christianity.  Nor  will  such 
distorted  versions  of  Christianity  meet  the  deepest  needs 
of  men.  The  problems  of  the  world  are  not  solved  by 
dancing  lightly  around  them.  A  little  kindness  and  a  little 
generosity,  a  little  hand-shake  of  the  optimist  and  the 
weak  smile  of  a  Pollyanna,  who  tells  us  that  everything 
is  all  right,  will  not  resolve  the  discords  of  life.  We  are 
not  children  to  be  solaced  with  a  sugar  stick. 

An  adequate  Christian  faith  does  not  run  away  from 
the  Cross.  It  does  not  seek  to  escape  its  share  of  bearing 
the  burdens  and  the  woes  of  the  whole  family  of  God.  It 
does  not  think  of  the  Cross  and  its  law  of  sacrifice  in  life 
as  an  ugly  black  thing.”  It  views  rather  in  this  light: 

“When  I  survey  the  wondrous  Cross 
On  which  the  Prince  of  glory  died, 

My  richest  gain  I  count  but  loss. 

And  pour  contempt  on  all  my  pride.” 

Investing  in  the  Future  Ministry  of  the 

Church 


the  minister  and  pastor  as  a  man  in  a  specialized  task  who 
is  required  to  know.  At  the  same  time  it  is  more  difficult 
for  the  minister  always  to  purchase  the  necessary  tools, 
his  books.  Some  years  ago  Mr.  Orr  made  a  similar  gift 
to  the  undergraduate  members  of  this  Conference.  Two 
years  ago  his  son,  Chaeles  T.  Oee,  Je.,  joined  the  Saint 
Louis  Conference  on  trial,  and  last  year  was  one  of  the 
young  men  to  benefit  by  his  father’s  gift. 

Such  a  gift  not  only  helps  to  buy  the  books,  but  also  is 
a  direct  word  to  the  preacher  that  an  alert  layman  wants 
his  preacher  to  be  well  read.  That,  too,  is  a  stimulation  in 
the  right  direction.  The  furnishings  of  the  mind  have  a 
new  value  to  these  young  men  as  they  look  ahead  to  their 
ministry. 

Where  is  another  man  who  will  follow  this  strategic  in¬ 
vestment  in  future  power  for  the  Church  in  another  Con- 

Eael  C.  Weight. 

On  Going  to  Church 

KRISTOPHER  MORLEY  has  recently  written  a 
little  bit  of  verse  which  expresses,  in  a  whimsical 
manner,  a  thought  which  has  doubtless  passed 
through  many  minds : 

Thoughts  in  Red  Ink 
“When  I  go  to  the  Prune  Exchange  Bank 
To  retrieve  my  passbook 
I  always  think,  how  helpful 
If  there  were  somewhere  to  leave  my  mind 
To  be  written  up — 

Collections  entered,  debits  and  credits  noted. 

Soul  balanced — and  carried  forward.” 

As  one  reads  the  poem  it  occurs  that  unintentionally 
he  has  expressed  in  a  memorable  fashion  one  of  the  chief 
reasons  for  going  to  church.  Thoughtful  worship  does 
exactly  what  is  expressed  as  a  vain  hope  in  this  verse. 
In  worship  the  mind  is  “written  up,”  the  soul  is  balanced 
and  “carried  forward.”  For  that  reason  worship  meets 
a  universal  and  permanent  human  need. 


»G 


IVING  ten  dollars  worth  of  books  to  each  young 
preacher  enrolled  in  the  Undergraduate  Course 
of  Study  in  the  Saint  Louis  Conference,  Mr. 
Chaeles  T.  Oee  of  Joplin,  Mo.,  expr.essed  himself  as 
wishing  to  make  a  direct  investment  in  the  coming  min¬ 
isters  of  the  church.  In  making  this  investment,  Mr.  Orr 
did  not  buy  the  books  himself  nor  state  what  books  should 
be  bought.  He  gave  a  check  to  The  Methodist  Book  Con¬ 
cern  which  placed  ten  dollars  to  the  credit  of  each  of  the 
fifty-five  young  men  who  were  enrolled  in  the  Saint  Louis 
Conference  in  the  Course  of  Study.  The  only  stipulation 
Mr.  Orr  made  was  “No  one  must  be  left  out.”  Knowing 
the  need  of  these  men  for  books  in  their  four-year  Course 
of  Study  the  cost  of  the  books  which  must  be  purchased 
averaging  in  excess  of  twenty  dollars  a  year — Mr.  Orr 
undertook  to  provide  a  part  of  the  books  needed  by  each 
man. 

Mr.  Orr  is  a  mining  and  smelting  operator  of  Joplin. 
His  company  finds  it  necessary  to  employ  men  of  the 
highest  educational  and  technical  training.  It  is  not  un¬ 
common  to  find  men  who  add  Ph.D.  to  their  names  on  his 
staff.  His  business  requires  men  who  know.  As  an  earn¬ 
est  Christian  and  a  member  of  the  Church,  Mr.  Orr  sees 


The  Smothered  Church 

There  is  probably  no  church  in  Christendom 
around  which  more  of  the  glamour  of  romance 
and  history  cling  than  the  Church  of  Saint  Sophia 
in  Constantinople.  For  architectural  reasons  Saint 
Sophia  is  nearly  always  a  disappointment  to  the  visitor. 
There  are  so  many  auxiliary  and  surrounding  buildings 
that  the  design,  the  beauty  and  the  size  of  the  central 
structure  are  lost.  In  that  respect  Saint  Sophia  might 
well  be  a  warning  to  every  church,  for  in  the  organization 
and  life  of  a  church,  much  more  than  in  its  architecture, 
there  is  constant  danger  that  the  beauty  and  the  great¬ 
ness  of  the  central  thing — the  church  itself  and  its  gospel 
may  be  smothered  by  a  conglomeration  of  auxiliary 
and  supplementary  organizations.  This  is  peculiarly  seen 
in  situations,  which  are  unfortunately  rather  common, 
when  people  have  a  stronger  loyalty  to  some  fraction  of 
the  Church,  some  subsidiary  organization,  than  they  have 
to  the  Church  itself.  So  the  Church  languishes  by  being 
smothered  by  its  auxiliaries. 

The  tragedy  of  Saint  Sophia  might  well  be  taken  to 
heart  in  many  churches  which  seek  to  retain  or  regain  the 
primacy  of  worship  in  the  life  of  the  Church.  L. 
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What  Do  You  Do  With  \bur  Leisure? 


By  George  Barton  Cutten 

President  of  Colgate  Vnivereity;  Author  of  “The  Threat  of  Leieure‘ 


With  eight  hours’  work  every 
day,  eight  hours*  sleep,  and 
three  hours  for  meals  and  go¬ 
ing  back  and  forth  to  work, 
men  will  have  five  hours’  leis¬ 
ure  for  five  days  of  the  week, 
and  all  day  Saturday  and 
Sunday;  can  we  be  astonished 
if  some  of  them  drift  into  un¬ 
desirable 


ways  r 

The  Threat  of  Leisure 
to  Civilization 

As  human  nature  has  not 
changed  much,  and  as  man  has 
reached  his  present  high 
status  by  strife  and  struggle 
and  toil,  we  are  not  naturally 
fitted  for  leisure,  and  “Satan 
finds  some  mischief  still  for 
idle  hands  to  do,”  Our 
Can  America  be  trusted  with  a  four-hour  greatly  extended  leisure  which  at  the  same  time  is  un¬ 
organized,  unled,  and  uncontrolled,  is  the  gravest  danger 
V  Tl  T  t  d  WtVi  T  *  ?  which  any  nation  was  ever  exposed.  This  is  the  most 

menacing  threat  to  our  civilization,  and  consequently  the 
,  adoption,  and  improvement  of  the  auto-  greatest  challenge  to  our  thoughtfulness  and  ingenuity, 
have  given  us  our  leisure.  The  reaper  Leisure  seems  to  be  the  goal  toward  which  we  have  been 
as  good  an  example  of  this  as  the  Hoe  striving — the  guarantee  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  fruition 
jr  the  machines  which  make  pins  or  shoes,  of  accomplishment.  But  we  must  be  warned  by  history : 
3  is  given  us  by  machinery.  By  the  use  the  master  who  had  leisure  was  removed  by  time ;  the 
every  man’s  labor  is  manifolded  many  slave  who  worked  usurped  his  place, 
ir  wants  were  as  simple  as  they  were  one  In  former  civilizations  it  was  only  a  small  portion 
ago  we  could  now  have  a  four-hour  day.  of  the  population  which  enjoyed  leisure ;  and  while  this 
;ween  the  productive  capacity  of  the  coun-  was  the  upper  class  and  most  valuable  to  the  world,  the 
sumers’  demand  will  determine  the  amount  enervating  effects  did  not  permeate  the  whole  population, 
ill  have.  Mr.  Ford’s  advocacy  of  the  five-  but  left  the  larger  mass  still  virile  and  able  to  carry  the 
the  demand  of  labor  for  similar  curtail-  responsibilities  and  tasks.  In  America  we  have  abolished 
ire  but  indicative  of  the  increase  of  leisure,  the  special  leisure  class  by  the  simple  expedient  of  everv- 
already  have  a  five-day  week,  and  the  one’s  joining  it.  Now,  if  leisure  carries  with  it  the  germs 
ivill  soon  be  forty  hours  instead  of  forty-  of  deterioration^  it  will  mean  the  destruction  of  the  whole 
is.  We  do  not  have  to  be  very  old  to  re-  nation. 


itizt  •  r/'. 
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have  seized  the  opportunity  with  their  usual  avidity. 
Their  object  has  been  to  make  money,  and  naturally  other 
considerations  have  been  subservient  to  this.  Whether 
the  means  used  to  employ  leisure  time  were  beneficial  to 
the  participant  or  not  has  not  been  a  matter  for  consid¬ 
eration,  and  they  have  been  just  as  moral  and  just  as 


this  world  for  centuries.  The  solution  must  be  construc¬ 
tive.  Railing  and  complaint  and  censure  will  not  accom¬ 
plish  the  task.  Education — using  the  word  in  its  broad¬ 
est  sense — must  be  the  keynote  of  the  solution.  In  the 
past,  education  has  been  for  earning  a  living;  it  must 
now  devote  a  part  of  its  task  to  preparing  for  leisure. 

mt  a  •  . 


uplifting  as  public  opinion  demanded.  Unfortunately  The  arts  course  in  college  is  coming  into  its  own  in  sup- 

the  genera  attitude  of  the  American  people  has  been  plying  the  best  training  for  leisure  of  which  we  how  know, 

either  total  indifference  to  the  problem  or  the  repressive  for  it  furnishes  a  background  for  life.  Notwithstanding 

and  negative  attitude  of  the  Puritan.  The  commercial  all  the  crowding  of  our  colleges,  not  one  per  cent  of  our 

agencies  which  have  supplied  popular  needs  have  de-  population  graduates  from  our  colleges;  so,  however 

manded  ^mediate  and  large  returns— and  have  obtained  valuable  it  may  be,  this  can  be  a  solution  for  but  a  small 

them.  They  have  encouraged  dissipation,  and  divided  proportion  of  the  people.  Education  for  leisure  must 


amusements  into  many  special 
forms  which  have  been  overem¬ 
phasized  and  overadvertised,  but 
all  of  which  have  given  the  pleas¬ 
ure  seeker  little  to  do.  Many 
programs  prepared  by  idealists 
have  demanded  more  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  participant  and 
the  results  have  not  been  imme¬ 
diately  pleasurable.  If  we  are 
to  succeed  we  must  learn  from 
commercialized  amusements  how 
to  make  our  programs  interest¬ 
ing. 

More  money  is  spent  in  this 
country  on  commercialized  leis¬ 
ure  than  on  anything  else  except 
food,  and  more  invested  in  this 
enterprise  than  in  anything  ex¬ 
cept  land.  There  are  more  than 
twenty  million  daily  admissions 
to  the  moving  picture  exhibi¬ 
tions.  Last  year  over  thirty 


It  is  estimated  that  1^97^48,701  leisure  hours  are 
wasted  in  the  United  States  every  year  by  people  try¬ 
ing  to  decide  the  momentous  question  of  what  to  lead! 


be  carried  down  into  our  sec¬ 
ondary  and  primary  schools  so 
as  to  reach  all.  The  State  De¬ 
partment  of  Education  should 
take  as  much  interest  in  the  leis¬ 
ure  of  the  people  as  commercial 
agencies  have  taken.  The  rec¬ 
reational  illiterate  is  as  danger¬ 
ous  as  the  academic  one. 

Education  for  Constructive 
Use  of  Leisure 

We  must  recognize  that  ar¬ 
tisans  as  a  class  will  not  be  in¬ 
terested  in  cultural  studies.  This 
can  be  proved  theoretically  as 
well  as  practically.  When  the 
hours  of  daily  toil  are  reduced 
from  twelve  to  eight,  do  the 
workers  rush  wildly  to  libraries 
and  art  galleries,  and  enroll  en¬ 
thusiastically  in  night  schools? 
Not  at  all ;  they  go  to  the  movies. 


million  dollars  were  spent  in  admissions  to  the  circuses  of  the  pool  rooms,  and  to  amusement  parks.  Some  forms  of 
this  country.  Over  one  hundred  million  dollars  are  paid  amusement — if  not  definitely  helpful,  at  least  not  harm- 
yearly  to  jazz  orchestras,  and  five  million  dollars  were  ful — should  be  provided,  and  opportunity  given  for  self- 
spent  to  see  the  Dempsey-Tunney  fight  last  September  expression  in  artistry  of  some  form  if  it  should  be  wanted, 
m  admissions  and  expenses.  Every  year  there  are  more  We  are  far  from  the  saturation  point  in  wholesome 
than  one  hundred  million  paid  admissions  to  sporting  amusements,  and  lacking  still  more  in  opportunity  for 
events.  In  the  United  States  in  1925  the  motor  regis-  spending  leisure  hours  in  occupations  which  will  be  help- 
tration  was  twenty  millions,  and  twenty  million  people  ful  in  developing  the  personality,  while  not  being  unin- 
used  the  radio.  These  indicate  some  of  the  ways  in  which  terestingly  cultural. 


we  spend  our  time  and  money  during  leisure  hours — there 
aie  better  and  worse  ways  which  I  have  not  mentioned. 

Money  Profits  on  Commercialized  Leisure 

There  is  one  factor  to  which  I  wish  to  pay  a  just 
due  in  this  connection,  and  that  is  the  Ford  automobile. 
Coming  into  popular  favor  as  the  saloon  went  out,  it 
has  provided  a  way  to  spend  time  which  was  formerly 
squandered  in  the  saloon,  and  in  many  cases  it  is  now 
spent  in  company  with  the  other  members  of  the  family. 
It  seems  as  though  this  had  done  more  to  establish  do- 


Children  should  be  encouraged  in  some  hobby.  There 
is  a  time  when  they  are  interested  in  making  collections 
of  certain  kinds — moths,  coins,  stamps,  woods,  flowers. 
If  intelligent  interest  could  be  cultivated  at  that  time, 
the  passing  fancy  might  be  captured  and  harnessed  to 
a  life  interest  of  permanent  value.  Encouragement  to 
play  musical  instruments  of  some  kind,  or  to  devote  the 
natural  mechanical  interest  in  every  boy  to  definite  and 
attractive  machines,  might  furnish  occupation  for  future 
leisure  hours. 

We  must  realize  that  interests  are  always  along  the 


c?  - - -  wi./ VM>  ~  - -  -  waaww  A ««  vx,  X  V.  X  lllvT 

niestic  solidarity  and  family  happiness  in  recent  years  of  the  instincts,  and  govern  ourselves  accordinglv. 

than  any  other  one  factor,  as  during  the  day-ends  and  The  instinctive  energy,  by  which  the  human  life  is  con- 

week-ends  whole  families  may  be  seen  driving  out  together  stantly  impelled,  may  be  directed  into  other  expressions 

and  picnicing  by  the  wayside.  Leisure  is  also  spent  in  than  the  primary  one,  so  that  the  interests  may  be  broad- 

gardening,  fishing,  and  in  sport ;  but  no  one  can  look  at  oned  far  wider  than  the  narrow  idea  of  the  instincts  would 


the  problem  without  noting  how  few  are  spending  leisure 
hours  in  a  profitable  way  and  how'  many  are  wasting  or 
Worse  than  wasting  their  time.  This  problem  presents 
the  greatest  threat  and  at  the  same  time  the  greatest 
opportunity  which  has  confronted  the  good  people  of 


seem  to  indicate.  In  our  program  for  the  leisure  hours 
the  instincts  must  be  consulted  if  we  desire  success,  and 
H'hile  the  ideal  must  be  kept  in  mind,  we  must  deal  on  a 
basis  of  the  real. 

HAMILTOK,  N.  Y. 
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Hard  Facts  and  Easy  Money 

Hard  Facts  and  Concrete  Pictures  of  the  Present  Day  American  Chase  of  the  Dollar 


By  Lewis  Thurber  Guild 

Superintendent  Loe  Angelee  Dietrict,  Southern  California  Conference 


“f'  k  ^HE  trouble  is  that  we  want  people 
I  to  join  our  church  but  do  not  care 
to  have  them  affiliate  with  our  fami- 
lies.  We  cannot  make  the  church  of  Jesus 
that  way ;  it  must  have  all  kinds  of  people. 

I  want  my  children  to  know  that  for  thou- 
sands  of  men  $5  means  a  day’s  work  in  the 
hot  sun,  and  that  it  is  no  disgrace  for  one 
to  get  his  hands  dirty  at  labor.”  The  speaker 
was  one  of  several  men  considering  their 
church  progress.  He  was  the  wealthiest  ^ 
man  of  the  group,  of  great  business  ability, 
and  an  earnest  Christian.  <^0 

Easy  money  produces  hard  facts,  among  which  are  Some  Ch 
hard-boiled  men,  flaming  youth,  and  social  results,  which  placed  high 
might  be  distinguished  as  petrifaction.  A  few  years  ago  that  by  deei 
the  Wall  Street  Journal  produced  a  sensation  almost  (to  cost  son 
equal  to  that  when  Amos  of  Tekoa  appeared  at  Bethel  prices  in  hi 

with  his  “tracts  for  the  times,”  in  an  editorial,  the  pith  priced  higher,  are  open  to  business.  Result :  on  thou- 
of  which  was :  “Easy  money  is  destructive ;  if  you  amass  sands  of  acres  in  the  greatest  city  in  California,  now 
it  and  it  doesn’t  ‘get’  you,  it  will  ‘get’  your  children.”  built  up  with  homes,  no  churches  can  be  built  for  from 
Exhibit  A — my  own  beloved  California ;  land  of  sun-  twenty-five  to  fifty  years,  according  to  the  whim  of  the 
shine  and  flowers ;  land  to  which  the  eyes  of  all  unfor-  noble  spirit  who  laid  out  that  subdivision.  The  city 
tunates  living  in  rough  Eastern  climates  turn;  land  of  planning  commission  justifies  this  procedure,  and  the 
the  annual  pilgrimage  of  church  secretaries  et  al,  who  courts  uphold  it.  One  church  of  126  members  recently 
are  stirred  with  great  desire  to  do  something  or  other  on  paid  $62,600  for  a  lot  100  x  100  feet  to  get  into  such 
the  coast  somewhere  between  January  and  March  (which  a  community. 

shows  they  have  ability  for  their  jobs).  The  founders  of  Streets  must  be  paved,  sewers  put  in,  and  the  immense 
our  State  institutions  were  the  famed  Argonauts,  seekers  multiplication  of  automobiles  congests  traffic.  The  de¬ 
fer  easy  money,  many  of  partment  stores  will  not  stand 

whom  gladly  left  some  things  legislation  forbidding  the 

behind  them  in  the  East.  parking  of  cars  in  the  down- 

They  gave  us  a  system  with-  town  streets,  so  fabulous  sums 

out  Sunday  laws,  enacted  are  spent  in  widening  streets, 

no  bastardy  laws,  taxed  ^ and  many  home  owners  find 

churches  and  colleges,  left  us  their  assessments  extremely 

gambling,  horse  racing,  and  a  «  40  heavy.  The  peculiar  laws  en- 

thoroughly  secularized  civil-  .  acted  to  facilitate  this  pro- 

ization  imposed  upon  the  ^  ^  ^  cedure  are  so  administered  as 

Spanish  -  Catholic  founda-  to  make  it  possible  for  a  man 

m  to  discover  that  unknown  to 

The  Real  Estate  Orgy 

Came  the  shrewd,  saga-  ings ;  the  general  atmosphere 

spirits  who  discovered  easy  money  makes  it  pos- 

the  method  of  capitalizing  sible  for  city  government, 

climate  and  extracting  much  county  government,  and 

wealth  from  future  inhabit-  voters  to  finance  enormous  ex¬ 
ants.  We  lay  our  vast  areas  penditures — out  of  the  fu- 

out  into  new  cities  or  addi-  ‘  ture.  We  have  a  building,  on 

tions  to  some  already  exist-  which  are  the 

ing,  maybe  twenty-five  j^il  one  of  the  finest  views  in 

the  world;  delightful  ventila¬ 
tion  ;  all  modern  improve¬ 
ments.  It  was  to  cost  $3,- 


priced  our  lots  ten  years  in  advance,  we  keep 
them  there.  Everybody  who  buys  a  lot  in¬ 
creases  the  price  to  the  next  man.  Often 
but  little  money  is  handled  until,  after  a 
number  of  transactions,  somebody  from  the 
East  appears  with  real  money.  This  is 
not  the  famous  shoestring  strip  of  Los 
Angeles,  but  it  is  doing  business  on  a  shoe- 


A  POPULAR  PAGAN  IDOL 
The  Worehip  of  the  Caeh  Begieter  1$  by  no  Meant  a  “Dead 
Religion”  in  America  To-day 
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I  ’"orfd*”  «  stated  by  the  press  to  name  seven  “stars” 

^,0M,000.  It  has  been  popularly  christened  “Liberty  as  co-respondents.  (And  the  press  prints  only  such 
HaU,  from  the  large  number  of  convicts  escaping  there-  facts  as  the  front  ofljce  approves.)  Recently  in  the 
We  are  now  erecting  a  City  Hall  and  developing  Crescent  Athletic  Qub,  frequented  by  these  people,  one 
the  finest  civic  center  in  the  world.  Diggan  was  found  stabbed  to  death  after  a  fighL  No- 

Agricultural  lands  have  become  high  priced.  The  body  can  ascertain  who  ran  the  bar  at  which  liquor  was 
famed  citrus  groves,  beautiful  as  a  dream,  may  be  bought  dispensed,  and  while  it  is  known  that  the  plkce  was 
for  pnces  up  to  $5,000  per  acre.  And  there  are  people  crowded  by  motion  picture  people,  names  cannot  be  ob- 
who  think  such  land  can  be  operated  at  a  profit!  Prices  tained.  The  eflicient  district  attorney’s  office  puts  forth 
are  of  necessity  complicated  by  the  presence  or  absence  the  suggestion  that  he  was  stabbed  by  falling  upon  a 
of  water  for  irrigation,  and  farm  land  with  the  necessary  sliver  of  glass !  Easy  money  has  produced  the  apotheo- 
water  is  priced  from  $300  up.  But  the  cost  of  producing  sis  of  the  Hfe  of  seeming;  has  substituted  for  the  ancient, 
cro^  staggers  the  unfortunates  who  try  it.  tested  moral  values,  standards  as  substantial  as  the 

There  are  other  sources  of  easy  money.  The  oil  flickering  silver  screen.  Children  and  youth,  feasted  con- 
gushers,  the  fabulous  sums  amassed  by  the  Dohenys,  et  al,  tinually  upon  the  reeking  pabulum,  their  imagination  de- 


has  altered  the  entire  fabric  of  some  localities. 
Beautiful  Long  Beach,  established  by  church  peo-  i  ^ 
pie  and  always  kept  free  from  the  saloon,  is  girdled  ''  ^ 
on  the  approach  from  the  landward  side  by  a  mass  '  *'  ■ 
of  bristling  derricks — a  Brobdignagian  beard,  while 
the  flow  of  black  gold  has  altered  the  entire  moral 
code  of  not  a  few. 

Captain  Kidd — 1927  Style  S 

The  question,  “How  did  you  get  it.?”  is  not 
often  asked,  nor  is  method  of  acquisition  closely  Sw 
scrutinized.  Sometimes  one  feels  that  Captain  Kidd  ^ 
under  the  Jolly  Roger  would  be  regarded  as  a  “kid”  v  ^ 
by  these  great  financiers.  Not  long  ago  one  who 
has  been  under  world-wide  discussion,  and  whose  | 
conduct  was  branded  by  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  4'| 
nation  as  tainted  by  fraud,  was  welcomed  home  by 
a  brass  band,  a  processional  led  by  one  of  our  chief 
Christian  leaders,  and  was  given  a  banquet  by  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  city. 


» I 


filed  in  almost  every  picture 
they  see,  “hit  the  pace”  and 
naturally  imitate  and,  so  far 
as  they  can,  reproduce  much 
of  this  stuff  in  their  limited 
opportunities.  Many  children 
know  more  of  Charlie  Chaplin 
than  they  do  of  Jesus  of  Naz¬ 
areth. 

Immense  theaters  multiply; 
new  ones  are  constantly  under 
erection ;  the  million  dollar 
theater  is  no  longer  an  adver¬ 
tisement.  Last  week  one  com¬ 
pany  was  floating  a  $10,000,- 
000  bond  issue;  it  will  easily 
float  on  our  bubbly  foundation 
of  easy  money. 

The  curse  of  easy  money 
penetrates  the  professions. 


OI  roe  city.  penetrates  the  professions. 

Easy  Money  in  the  Movies  procedure  and  business  trans- 

.  .  actions  enrich  title  companies  and  attorneys.  The  pro- 

The  motion  picture  industry  has  surpassed  all  other  bate  fees  fixed  by  statute  astound  attorneys  who  come 
fountains  in  ^slung  out  easy  money.  The  vast  sums  from  the  East.  Any  poor  little  church  which  wishes 
paid  to  stars  of  both  sexes;  the  management  by  Jew-  to  sell  or  mortgage  church  property,  although  required 
ish  financiers  who  have  brought  the  nickelodeon  of  for-  to  be  incorporated  (at  a  cost),  must  go  to  court  for 
iner  years  up  to  revenue  producing  beyond  the  wildest  permission;  expenses  anywhere  from  $26  to  $100.  To 
dreams  of  any  Croesus,  have  set  a  wild,  hazardous  pace  buy,  sell  or  mortgage  any  property,  we  must  pay  tribute 
and  have  infiated  the  entire  financial  system.  Immense  to  the  title  companies,  whose  enormous  assets  remind  one 
bank  deposits  enable  the  motion  picture  lords  to  infiuence  of  the  great  insurance  corporations.  Some  tribunes  of 
the  money  market.  The  great  “earnings”  of  the  Fair-  the  people  secured  enactment  of  the  Torrence  law,  mak- 
banks,  Pickfords,  Chaplins,  Gloria  Swanson,  et  al,  et  al,  ing  the' passing  of  titles  simple  and  inexpensive— but  by 
have  made  investment  a  difficulty;  their  multiplied  mil-  means  Mst  known  to  Big  Business,  after  a  feeble  and 
lions  have  been  put  into  corner  lots  and  desirable  real  gasping  life,  the  Torrence  law  was  extinguished. 

estate  plots  at  almost  any  price,  pushing  the  market  up  Easy  money,  as  we  practice  it,  requires  a  constant 
higher  and  higher.  A  corner  in  an  erstwhile  fine  residential  i  •  i.  i.  /  • 

section,  and  Lt  long  ago  a  barley  field  whTch  firyea^^^^  replenishment  from  newcomers  in  order  that  we  may  sell 

ago  could  be  bought  for  $10,000,^ now  sells  at  $260  000  knowledge  of 

(owned  by  one  of  these  “stars”).  f  ^  seriously  injurious  fact  to  seep  over  our  borders  and 

fp  nr.oV.1  u  f  II  i  j  them  away.  It  has  been  freely  stated  that  when 

Sant.  Barbara  earthquake  wreLd  that  beautiful 
autan™  ^  “"‘i  "“W*  ^urpasemg  the  wildest  im-  city,  means  were  found  to  silence  telegraph  operator, 

gination  of  any  Sybarite  romancer.  You  can  pay  any  and  reporters,  and  the  effort  was  even  made  to  muzzle 

fer'stars"”  and"  “h  h  ’  ■‘“d  ‘herein  you  can  »  Methodist  bishop  who  went  to  attend  the  Board  of 

-lethil  ■■■■■  .1  q""  promenade  m  bejewel^  Home  Missions,  and  who  naturally  wanted  to  help  our 

t“=ir„s-7a  sty.'”  ra7d  r't  77’' 

^  lapsed,  they  having  their  own  broken  homes  to  fix  up. 

The  Hollywood  Touch  '  money  creeps  into  our  doctor’s  bills.  The  pro- 

_  spective  mother  finds,  as  the  interesting  and  perilous 

A  recent  divorce  case  filed  by  his  second  wife  (the  hour  approaches,  that  the  cost  of  her  accouchement  is  at 
nrst  was  divorced)  against  one  whose  name  is  a  house-  least  $500;  often  double  that.  No  imagination  is  re- 
bold  word  and  who  has  been  called  “the  greatest  lover  quired  to  see  the  strangling  of  the  race  in  the  cradle— 
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noy  before  it  gets  to  the  cradle.  Young  people  on  ssl- 
*  aries  and  wages  confide  to  the  pastor  in  sorrow  that 
they  cannot  afford  to  raise  a  family. 

The  high  prices  of  building  lots  forces  rents  up. 
Meanwhile  the  easy  money  of  the  luxurious  motion  picture 
people,  oil  magnates,  et  al.,  causes  the  rapid  and  immense 
increase  of  apartment  houses,  luxurious  in  all  appoint¬ 
ments;  often  they  have  the  familiar  sign,  or  invisible 
rule,  “No  children.”  Equipped  with  that  ne  plus  ultra 
of  furniture,  the  disappearing  bed,  they  bear  witness  also 
to  the  disappearing  home.  These  apartments  cannot  by 
wildest  imagination  be  called  homes.  From  the  richly 
upholstered  cells  these  cliff  dwellers  go  forth  to  the  day’s 
pursuit,  returning  at  eventide  to  change  apparel  and 
hasten  to  the  show  houses  the  club,  or  what  ?  Meals  from 
costly  restaurants  or  brought  in  from  the  delicatessen. 

Slums 

Not  all  of  our  people  are  thus  housed.  In  my  cit}’ 
there  are  100,000  Mexicans ;  for  the  most  part  labor¬ 
ers.  Costly  lots  and  luxurious  buildings  are,  of  course, 
impossible.  Multitudes  of  them  are  herded  into  pathetic 
and  unsanitary  shacks,  partially  constructed  of  old 
boxes,  etc.,  in  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  incorpora¬ 
tion.  No  sewers,  no  police  regulations.  Within  the  city, 
in  a  region  where  often  several  families  inhabit  one  pitiful 
hovel,  a  family  even  renting  a  bed  to  a  “boarder,”  pneu¬ 
monic  plague  broke  out.  This  was  not  published  in  our 
daily  papers  nor  Chamber  of  Commerce  literature. 
Everyone  who  took  the  disease  died,  even  the  priest  who 
buried  the  dead. 

“Keeping  Up  With  the  Joneses” 

The  appeal  of  this  abounding  luxury  and  foolish 
spending  of  money  becomes  irresistible.  The  old- 
fashioned  virtues  of  economy  and  thrift  are  as  out  of 
fashion  as  are  hoopskirts.  The  paved  roads,  the  auto¬ 
mobiles,  bought  almost  entirely  on  the  installment  plan, 
make  it  possible  for  every  citizen  of  California,  male 
and  female,  children  included,  to  get  in  and  ride  at  the 
same  time.  Shop  windows  display  gorgeous  and  novel 
things,  and  in  the  elite  restaurants,  where  milady  lunches 
and  smokes  her  cigarette,  elegant  mannequins  parade 
and  display  gowns  whose  absurd  price  is  only  equal  to 
their  scantiness.  We  buy  radios,  panatropes,  even  cloth¬ 
ing  on  the  installment  plan,  as  well  as  our  automobiles. 


We  must  “keep  up  with  the  Joneses”;  step  on  the  gas! 
We  don’t  know  where  we’re  going,  but  we  are  on  the 
way! 

EflFect  on  the  Church 

Our  business  men  are  so  absorbed  in  the  game  that 
they  give  but  pitiful  fragments  of  time  to  the  affairs  of 
the  church.  Thousands  of  people,  active  members  in  the 
church,  who  transplant,  never  connect  with  us  here. 
Church  business  must  languish  under  the  well-meant 
efforts  of  men  of  little  experience,  who  must  provide  for 
worship  and  the  training  of  children  for  a  population 
manifold  more  than  is  just,  because  of  the  backsliding  of 
these  multitudes  who  fail  to  attach  themselves  to  the 
work  of  Jesus. 

The  economic  pressure  which  crowds  the  home  owner 
and  the  young  people  so  unbearably,  almost  crushes 
the  church.  Some  of  these  disconnected  folk  would  come 
with  us,  but  as  they  face  the  constant  demands  for  money, 
they  shrink  from  the  sacrifice.  Pathetic  churches  with 
poorly  paid  pastors  struggle  for  existence.  Great  col¬ 
leges,  striving  to  maintain  Christian  ideals  in  education, 
find  themselves  facing  annual  deficits;  sometimes  $100,- 
000,  $200,000.  The  result  is  inevitable;  their  policy 
must  conform  to  the  principles  of  wealthy  men. 

The  daily  press  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  multi¬ 
millionaires,  and  is  close  to  the  sources  of  easy  money, 
besides  the  natural  tendency  of  wealth  to  consolidate  and 
to  protect  its  class  interests.  The  news  is  often  prop¬ 
aganda  ;  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  the  coloring  from 
the  facts.  A  free  press,  the  means  of  knowing  the  facts, 
has  long  been  considered  the  bulwark  of  democracy.  In 
the  present  case  easy  money  has  certainly  bored  through, 
letting  the  sea  seep  in ;  or  to  change  the  metaphor,  it  has 
rotted  the  dike. 

“Christianize”  Capital 

We  must  Christianize  capital  or  be.  ruined.  We  need 
missions  to  the  boulevard.  Our  splendid  Christian  busi¬ 
ness  men,  who  have  the  stamina  to  withstand  the  degen¬ 
erating  moral  rot  of  easy  money,  are  a  precious  nucleus, 
a  source  of  hope  for  the  struggling  Christian  institu¬ 
tions  which  must  meet  the  complicated  demands  of  the 
day  with  institutional  and  community  programs,  and  a 
pulpit  unmuzzled,  brave,  evangelistic ;  the  latter  not  only 
for  salvation  of  the  individual,  but  of  the  social  order. 


Shot  in  the  Back 

t 

By  John  Andrew  Holmes 


ONCE  word  was  received  in  heaven  that  a  faithful 
and  courageous  minister  of  Christ  was  about  to 
arrive  there.  Many  a  good  fight  had  this  man 
fought  on  earth  against  the  forces  of  evil,  and  many  an 
ugly  wound  was  he  said  to  have  received.  At  last  he  had 
fallen,  mortally  wounded,  at  the  head  of  his  company  of 
Christian  soldiers.  All  heaven  turned  out  to  meet  him 
and  to  dp  him  honor.  But  as  the  spirit  of  this  supposedly 
battle-scarred  veteran  of  the  cross  approached,  as  naked 
a  soul  as  when  he  had  left  heaven  at  birth,  he  seemed  un¬ 
harmed  and  perfect,  so  that  great  was  the  amazement  felt. 

Then  it  was  noticed  that  he  had  been  fatally  shot  in 
the  back. 

“Hast  thou,  then,  so  often  turned  thy  back  upon  the 


enemies  of  Christ  that  thou  hast  always  been  wounded 
thus?”  asked  the  Lord’s  representative  at  the  gate. 

“Nay,”  replied  the  spirit  of  many  scars,  “not  so. 
But  as  the  church  of  God  has  moved  like  a  mighty  army, 
dll  these  voownds  in  my  hack  have  I  received  from  the 
troops  whom  I  was  leading.  Whilst  by  the  shield  of  faith 
I  have  guarded  myself  against  the  fiery  darts  of  the  Evil 
One,  I  have  suffered  grievously  from  the  arrows  of  thy 
Lord’s  saints,  who  always  have  this  way  of  shooting  their 
leaders  from  the  rear.  Often,  indeed,  they  make  a  pas¬ 
time  of  it,  and  few  be  they  whom  thy  Lord  hast  called  to 
be  captains  of  His  army  whose  backs  have  escaped  their 
cruel  shafts,  while  many,  like  myself,  have  come  down  to 
their  deaths  from  such  trait’rous  wounds.” 


June  9,  19*7  THE  SODTHWESTEEN  CHEKTUN  ADVOCATE  451 

Gammon  Closes  Best  Year 

$  Scholarship  Standard  Improved.  Endowment  Increase  Begun 

;5pS???5~ 

•  3”irtL;7cte;'„r‘;„tr„lThe  tfr  t-  ■■‘"<*  ‘“o- 

.a  i;  i:T^s  rE’ir“r 

graduates;  the  refectory;  Bowen  Hall,  „an.ed  for  the  before  MCA 

Irti-s“tt''new’  ad”'’"  'T  ‘'"=  I"  afternoon  President  George  H.'  Tre,er 

nrn^rl  f  Pleached  the  baccalaureate  sermon.  In  the^vening  were 

by  all  his  held  the  class  day  exercises  of  the  School  of  IVlfssions 
fo^r  ’  comfortable  homes  for  the  pro-  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Martin.  Monday  eveninir 

f  11  Tri  ^7  cottages  for  married  students.  Eight  student  night,  a  program  was  rendered  in  Thirkield  HaH 
full-fledged  professors  give  their  time  to  the  work  of  the  by  members  of  L  farious  classes!  TuesIrMav  17 

arind*^'^'  a  seminary  is  within  itself  was  alumni  convocation  day,  with  an  address  in  th^  morn- 

ndependent  corporation,  occupying  its  own  campus  ing  by  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Turner,  of  the  class  of  1917  In 
exclus.ve  y,  .t  ..  fortunately  situ.ted  adjacent  to  Clark  the  afternoon  a  business  meeting  was  hdd*  fo  Ihlch  tJe 
studenK  i  It  possible  for  the  Gammon  presence  and  earnest  work  of  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  of  the 

rthe  un^^X  !“*  A"  impressive  Vrt  of 

Ttc  J!  IJ  f  a  -a  ,  •  *  day’s  exercises  was  the  ordination  of  a  larffe  class 

dcred  tr^  opportunity  and  its  past  service  ren-  of  young  men  to  deacon’s  and  elder’s  orders,  by  Bishops 

deied  therein  to  various  reli^ous  denominations  among  E.  G.  Richardson  and  R.  E.  Jones.  In  the  evening 

!  by  Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson,  in  the  annual  banquet  was  an  occasion  of  delightful  felZ 

•  whose  official  territory  the  seminary  is  situated:  ‘‘For  ship.  ueugntim  leiiow 

•  forty  years  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  has  been  per-  On  Wednesday  the  commencement  exercises  were  held 

ofThT^T^  *be  Negro  ministers  in  Crogman  Chapel  of  Clark  University.  The  Rev  L 

confincdV  tf  Mitr'd-  ?Z  ^be  Southwestern  Christian 

nfined  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination.  We  Advocate,  was  to  have  delivered  the  address  but  a  sud 

eiven  to  r  '  ll  ‘  ^  assistance  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  cancel  the  engagement.  ‘  Dr 

of  influrn^*""'"’”"  ^  Durham,  of  Emory  University,  kindfy  consented 

influence  as  a  very  worthy  donation.”  to  respond  to  a  sudden  telephone  call,  and  came  out  to 

eon  *be  forefront  of  the  battle  for  religion  and  right-  deliver  the  address.  It  was  a  masterpiece  on  “The  Res- 
sness’  these  Gammon  men  within  all  the  denomina-  toration  of  Christianity.”  Coming  from  a  Southern  white 
-fiveZve^b^''  h  bishopric  man,  it  was  a  significant  and  hopeful  utterance. 

1  r’"  The  Horace  Lincoln  Jacobs  Christological  prize  on 

ZI  Z  have  made  their  impact  for  good  upon  the  the  topic,  “The  Kingship  of  Jesus,”  was  wfn  by  the  Rev 
lives  of  the  communities  where  they  have  lived  and  labored.  Herman  Harvey  Jones ;  the  president’s  prize  L  highest 

scIreTaryTlffW  ^  t  Christian  doctrine  was  awarded  to  Charles 

terff  infl!  r  ,  Z  president’s  cen-  David  Gerald,  of  the  middle  class.  The  Stewart  mission- 

/"kf’  professor  s  chair,  to  the  district  ary  prizes  were  bestowed  upon  G.  W.  McCorkle  the  first 

J  orwr  o  r‘ r?  Aifr^  w  p*-; tr 

Ikho  Ttr^  •  ^  1?  Z  Minneapolis  to  hymn,  Andrew  Paul ;  second,  W.  A.  Harewood^ 

me  Mexican  border.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  a  majority  The  1927  meeting  of  the  board  ortruIteeZas  ap- 

tors  ofThrMeth'jf  Z  ^^rongh  Secretary  Maveety,  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 

■  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  prominent  cation,  of  a  $5,000  annuity  gift  to  the  seminary  for  a 
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scholarship  fund.  President  Trever’s  earnest  solicita¬ 
tion  induced  Bishop  and  Mrs.  W.  P.  Thirkield  to  consent 
to  use  their  name  for  the  establishment  of  a  Mary  Haven 
Thirkield  scholarship  fund  of  $60)000,  which  consent  was 
given  because  of  their  profound  interest  in  the  school. 
It  will  be  the  first  unit  of  a  $600,000  endowment,  and  will 
commemorate  the  life  and  efforts  of  Bishop  Gilbert  Haven, 
whose  vision  and  energy  initiated  the  great  educational 
enterprise  that  eventuated  in  Clark  University  and  Gam¬ 
mon  Theological  Seminary. 

The  other  advanced  step  was  made  in  President 
Trever’s  proposal  for  a  larger  board  of  trustees.  This 


proposition  suggests  including  in  the  trustee  personnel 
members  of  other  denominations  than  our  own.  The  sug¬ 
gestion  is  apropos  and  meets  with  the  hearty  accord  of 
the  trustees.  Within  a  year  the  present  charter  is  to  be 
renewed,  making  possible  such  an  amendment.  Contem¬ 
plating  this  much  desired  and  far-sighted  change,  already 
a  committee  has  been  set  Up  by  the  board  to  effect  this 
result.  Negroes  everywhere  will  welcome  these  signs  of 
an  enlarged  service  which  Gammon  is  preparing  to  give 
the  race,  as  well  as  rejoice  over  the  unusual  success  at¬ 
tained  by  the  seminary  this  year  through  President 
Trever^s  wise  and  able  leadership.' 


North  Africa  Invites  Methodism 

By  Josiah  T.  C.  Blackmore 

For  Twenty  Years  a  Medical  Missioncsry  in  Kabylia  Region,  North  Africa 


IT  MUST  be  a  very  long  time  since  your  paper  re¬ 
ceived  anything  direct  from  this  part  of  the  world. 
Africa  is  a  big  word,  or  rather  stands  for  a  big  thing 
— ^geography’s  big  “pear.”  And  at  the  farthest  point 
from  where  the  stem  seems  to  have  been  (Cape  of  Good 
Hope),  Europe’s  teeth  (Spain)  look  as  if  they  were  go¬ 
ing  to  dig  in  at  any  moment.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Spain’s 
soldiers  are  campaigning  along  the  skin  and  diving  into 
the  pulp  (Riff)  at  this  moment. 

It  is  an  awful  long  way  from  the  Mississippi  delta  to 
the  Atlas  Mountains,  and  still  more  so,  I  would  suppose. 


from  the  Americans  of  that  new  country  back  to  these 


Berbers,  who  are  thought  to  hold  humanity’s  record  for 
long  residence  in  the  same  country.  These  Atlas  Berbers 
(Riffs,  Kabyles,  Chleuhs,  etc.),  dwell  where  their  fathers 
dwelt  when  the  Crusaders  tried  to  take  Palestine  from 
the  Saracens,  and  ba,ckward  when  Mohammed  was  bom 
in  Arabia  and  his  followers  came  to  North  Africa  and 
made  them  Moslems.  The  Berbers  were  there  when  Jesus 
Christ  appeared  among  men.  Their  great  Augustine  is 
still  considered  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  those  who  have 
followed  the  Nazarene.  Two  centuries  before  Christ  their 
great  Hannibal  went  forth  to  conquer  Rome.  Stepping 
back  another  half  millennium,  and  we  see  them  graciously 
receiving  Queen  Jezabel’s  cousin,  Dido,  with  her  ship¬ 
loads  of  Phoenicians,  who  came  to  found  Carthage  in 
their  midst.  And  now  let  us  watch  our  step,  for  the  light 
is  getting  dim.  Prof.  Breasted  in  his  Egyptian  history 
seems  to  indicate  that  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  Nile 


delta  (we  are  five  or  six  millenniums  back  from  the  Chris¬ 
tian  era)  were  probably  Berbers  come  from  the  West! 

And  so  we  get  right  back  to  the  twilight  before  all 
written  history,  where  we  can  only  advance  by  guesswork, 
though  our  groping  tells  us  we  are  probably  right.  There 
are  indications  that  the  Berbers  were  the  first  tribes  of 
mankind  to  settle  down,  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  years 
ago,  and  that  they  are  the  great  progenitors  of  the  white 
races!  Prof.  Keith,  England’s  greatest  authority  on 
ancient  human  remains,  asked  me  not  long  since  to  fur¬ 
nish  him  with  authentic  Berber  skulls,  because  this  peo¬ 
ple  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  in  the  history  of  the 
human  race. 

The  Berbers  are  little  known,  because  tucked  in  under 
those  warts  on  that  end  of  the  great  “pear,”  the  skin 
particularly  hardened  by  the  Barbary  pirates.  Western 
civilization  bit  into  the  middle  of  the  fruit  first.  Euro¬ 
peans  and  Americans  were  eating  out  Africa’s  dusky 
heart  years  before  France  gained  a  footing  among  the 
Berbers  less  than  a  century  ago. 

But  this  letter  is  to  tell  you  that  Bishop  Blake  pre¬ 
sided  this  month  over  the  Mission  Conference  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  held  in  Constantine,  an  ancient 
Roman  citadel,  perched  over  2,000  feet  high  on  a  mighty 
mound  of  rock  among  the  Atlas  Mountains,  up  to  which 
at  one  end  a  road  leads  along  the  narrow  neck  that  nat¬ 
urally  links  the  fortress  to  the  lower  surroundings.  Our 
Conference  now  has  one  full  member  Berber  and  three 
on  trial.  Another  ten  are  local  preachers.  These  are  from 
a  Christian  community  of  300  and  constantly  growing. 

The  accompanying  photo  shows  a  few  of  the  eighty 
odd  girls  in  our  three  homes.  These  are  from  the  Con¬ 
stantine  Home,  and  are  wearing  the  odd  little  peaked 
hat  peculiar  to  that  city.  This  phase  of  our  work,  homes 
for  boys  and  girls,  is  justifying  our  faith  in -spending 
most  of  our  money  that  way,  and  are  yielding  the  most 
and  best  fruit  of  all  our  efforts.  Unfortunately  in  mak¬ 
ing  reductions  these  days  when  our  friends  in  America 
have  been  forgetting  us,  we  have  been  obliged  to  reduce 
the  numbers  in  our  homes.  Missionary  and  native  staffs 
have  been  reduced  and  the  work  pinched  all  round;  but 
to  cut  down  our  homes  is,  perhaps,  the  worst  thing  we 
have  had  to  do. 

Just  a  line  to  be  fair  to  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society.  Each  year  they  have  increased  the  girl* 
in  their  homes.  The  hymns  sings,  “Can  a  woman’s  tender 
care  cease  towards  the  child  she  bear?”  Women  do  not 
forget  their  offspring.  Hagar  is  found  still  by  her  child’s 
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I  side,  though  she  has  npthing  but  death  to  share  with  him. 

I  Abraham  is  back  home  increasing  his  flocks.  Forgive 

me  if  I  seem  unreasonable,  but  flgures  given  in  the  home 
church  papers  show  a  constant  increase  in  the  wealth 
of  those  churches,  although  their  offspring,  away  out 
under  the  shadow  of  friendly  rocks  in  the  deserts  of  North 
Africa  and  elsewhere,  are  gasping  their  last  prayers. 


45S 

forgotten  by  those  that  gave  them  birth.  (To-day’s  local 
paper  speaks  of  the  terrible  trial  you  Mississippians  are 
passing  through  just  now.  My  children  were  horror- 
struck  when  I  read  it  to'  thfem.  May  the  Lord  bring  you 
well  through.  But  when  you  are  through,  will  you  try 
to  remember  the  Ishmaels,  the  half-forgotten  fruit  of 
your  other-time  missionary  interests?) 
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He  Strikes  Fire 


SHOULD  the  Preacher  Return”  is  the  title  of  an 
article  in  the  February  10th  issue  of  The  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate,  written  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Blakeney,  of  Quitman,  Miss.  The  Rev.  M.  C. 
Harrison,  of  Pineville,  La.,  thinks  Mr.  Blakeney’s  paper 
was  a  rather  unfair,  unwarranted  criticism  of  the 
preacher.  Brother  Harrison  sends  us  the  following  letter 
by  way  of  rebuttal: 

“Dear  Editor:  I  wish  to  state  with  due  respect  to 
Brother  Blakeney  that  I  have  always  regarded  with  the 
highest  respect  the  man  who  expresses  his  conviction  pub¬ 
licly.  If  those  convictions  should  strike  the  right  key 
to  public  interest,  such  a  man  would  be  a  great  power 
■A  to  foster  the  cause.  But  here  are  some  things  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  his  subject  which  reflect  and  shadow  the  rural 
pastors,  the  officials,  and  flocks  as  unfit  subjects,  viz.: 

“  ‘Now,  many  of  our  pastors  boast  that  they  can  go 
or  stay  as  they  see  fit,  regardless  of  what  the  congrega¬ 
tion  and  members  whom  they  serve  may  say  or  desire. 
But  this  is  said  generally  in  the  rural  regions  and  country 
communities  where  their  flock  are  not  well  informed  and 
intelligent,  and  whose  officials  are  weak,  if  not  wicked, 
and  are  usually  too  spineless  to  speak  out  for  themselves 
and  their  church  and  for  the  kingdom  ot  God.’  • 

“Maybe  Brother  Blakeney,  being  a  polished  city 
gentleman,  overlooked  the  rugged  backwoodsman,  Abra¬ 
ham  Lincoln,  who  came  from  the  rurals  but  who  met  the 
challenge  of  the  public  institutions  of  his  day.  The  in¬ 
dictment  Brother  Blakeney  makes  against  rural  officials 
is  too  strong  and  cannot  be  approved  by  public  sentiment. 
The  South  makes  the  same  indictment  to  cover  its  sin 
against  the  civic,  political,  and  social  rights  of  the  Negro 
—that  he  is  ignorant,  weak,  and  wicked  in  the  rurals. 

“No  one  will  agree  with  Brother  Blakeney  when  he 
says  that  the  officials  are  more  ‘wicked’  in  the  country 
than  they  are  in  cities.  Our  greatest  men  came  from 


the  rurals.  Among  the  best  women  on  earth  come  from 
the  rural  country.  Surely  Brother  Blakeney  did  not  read 
oyer  his  paper  before  he  sent  it  to  press.  It  makes  me 
sick  to  continue  to  hear  about  the  Negro  being  ignorant 
in  the  country  when  90%  of  the  Negroes  in  the  city  come 
directly  from  the  fields  of  the  country  and  they  played 
an  honest  and  religious  game  there.' 

I  don’t  know  Brother  Blakeney’s  nationality  and  am 
very  little  concerned  about  it,  but  I  think  he  should 
explain  his  meaning  more  fully,  as  he  insinuates  that 
some  of  our  pastors  ‘have  not  common  sense,  few  have 
religion.  They  will  fleece  the  ignorant  people,  and  the 
district  superintendent  will  co-operate.’  Before  making 
such  statements  men  should  think. 

IVould  there  be  a  bishop.  General  Conference,  editor, 
secretaries,  areas,  district  superintendent,  or  church  if 
there  were  no  pastors?  He  is  trying  to  ‘kill  the  goose 
that  laid  the  golden  egg.’  When  that  is  done  there  will 
be  no  more  eggs.  If  salaries  kept  the  preacher  preaching 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  this  Southland,  you  would 
not  have  enough  to  hold  a  decent  prayer  service ;  but 
it’s  his  covenant  with  his  God  to  go  into  all  the  world 
and  preach  the  gospel.  Sometimes  he  is  poorly  clad, 
often  hungry,  friendless,  criticized,  but  there  is  within 
him  a  resistless  power  that  compels  him  to  go  forward.” 

The  editor  would  counsel  Brother  Harrison  to  find 
comfort  in  at  least  one  paragraph  out  of  the  heart  of 
the  article  complained  against.  Mr.  Blakeney  did  say: 
'*We  cannot  do  too  much  for  a  Christian  gentleman  in 
the  pulpit,  and  he  cannot  stay  too  long.  His  character 
and  integrity  should  be  spotless.  He  should  be  a  sample 
and  an  example  of  piety  and  purity  any  time  and  any¬ 
where  ;  and  if  there  exists  a  reasonable  report  or  rumor 
that  the  preacher  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  not 
what  he  ought  to  be  in  morals  and  veracity,  he  should 
be  movect” 


Interested— Who  Wins? 


The  Rev.  J.  H.  Ellis  was  for  several  years  the 
courageous  pastor  of  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Omaha,  Neb.  Less  than  a  year  ago,  on 
merit,  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  Oklahoma 
District  of  the  Lincoln  Conference. 

His  first  year  District  Conference  is  to  be  held  at 
Boley,  Okla.,  and  plans  for  it  are  being  perfected  to  make 
this  the  largest  and  most  profitable  ever  held  in  the  State. 
A  challenging  program  is  already  announced,  printed 
contents  of  which  are  being  circulated  on  a  four-page 
folder  attractively  gotten  out  and  chuck-full  of  thought- 
provoking  suggestions  and  solid  information. 

From  the  ten  or  twelve  specific  topics  on  that  general 
program  of  Conference  features  stressed,  we  take  the 
following  paragraph,  which  looks  mighty  attractive  to 


us  at  this  office:  “Southwestern:  Friday,  11.30  A.  M.., 
at  our  District  Conference  will  be  held  the  special  hour 
for  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  Each  church 
will  be  called  to  report  subscriptions  taken.  Brethren 
and  laymen,  start  now ;  appoint  your  committees,  one  in 
each  church;  send  me  the  name  of  the  chairman;  I  want 
the  pleasure  of  calling  that  chairman  for  report  on  the 
above  named  day.  Let  us  do  ourselves  proud.  We 
can  get  from  five  subscriptions  up  in  almost  every 
charge.” 

Dr.  Ellis 'herein  envisions  possibilities  within  reach 
of  those  appealed  to,  and  himself  brings  to  the  task 
the  requisite  intelligence  in  approach  and  enthusiasm 
for  reaching  the  desired  end.  He  is  interested  in  getting 
subscriptions  as  part  of  the  co-operative  task  which 
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loyalty  to  his  church  and  its  several  enterprises  con¬ 
strains  him  to  realize  is  his  task  in  common  with  all 
those  who  are  truly  devoted  to  the  church’s  ideals  and 
polity  must  acknowledge. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  District  Conference  season 
in  the  South  he  has  set  a  high  standard  for  achievement 
which  may  well  be  regarded  by  the  districts  on  the  whole 
as  a  moving  challenge.  It  is  a  clarion  call  to  duty.  In 
other  summers  quite  a  few  district  superintendents  like¬ 
wise  have  initiated  in  a  challenging  way  the  District  Con¬ 
ference  drive,  from  which  our  subscription  list  has  been 
considerably  augmented.  Let  this  be  so  again,  brethren, 
you  who  head  Methodism’s  one  hundred  colored  divisions 
within  our  twenty-one  colored  Conferences. 


Who  wins  the  banner  in  this  season’s  District  Con¬ 
ference  drive?  Interest  and  enthusiasm  will  do  it!  A 
beautiful  silk  token  of  successful  achievement — The 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  Banner  for  1927 — is  to 
be  presented  with  appropriate  public  ceremony  at  the 
succeeding  session  of  their  Annual  Conference  to  that  dis¬ 
trict  which  reports  from  its  District  Conference  rally 
the  largest  number  of  annual  cash  subscriptions  accord¬ 
ing  to  membership  as  shown  in  that  Annual  Conference’s 
Minutes.  Who  wins  the  1927  banner? 

Congratulations  to  Dr..  Ellis,  and  may  ninety-nine 
other  interested,  enterprising  district  superintendents 
make  this  the  liveliest  race  ever  entered  among  these  one 
hundred  Methodist  captains. 


The  Development 

The  notion  that  Jesus  was  an  infant  prodigy  has  no 
voucher  in  the  Bible.  The  absurd  stories  which  were 
gathered  by  ardent  traditionalists,  imputing  to  Je¬ 
sus  an  unnatural  and  forward  childhood,  have  been  aban¬ 
doned  as  incredible.  The  gospel  narrators  have  been  not¬ 
ably  simple  and  clear  in  their  moderate  reports.  They 
have  been  silent  about  those  things  which  ingenious  fraud 
would  have  sought  to  present  with  great  detail  and  finesse. 
Their  evident  sincerity  and  uncraftiness  makes  their  story  ^ 
the  more  easily  credited,  while  they  evince  a  charming  sim¬ 
plicity  and  uniqueness  which  awakens  and  allures  the  soul 
to  taste  the  truth.  Concerning  the  childlife  of  Jesus,  we 
read,  “And  the  child  grew,  and  waxed  strong  in  spirit,  be¬ 
ing  filled  with  wisdom,  and  the  grace  of  God  was  upon 
him.”  He  began  life  as  a  normal,  human  child. 

The  divinity  of  God  is  beyond  question  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  mind.  However,  one  feels,  on  refiection,  that  the 
modern  stress  upon  the  humanity  of  Christ,  emphasizing 
His  physical,  mental,  and  spiritual  development,  has 
brought  Him  appreciably  nearer  to  us  than  did  the  dogma 
of  yesterday.  There  was  a  time  when  the  teachings  of 
Jesus  were  so  new  and  radical  that  they  seemed  the  veriest 
menace  to  established  faith ;  to-day  the  world  knows  that 
Christianity  is  the  fruition  of  Mosaic  law,  reinterpreted 
and  fulfilled  in  the  followers  of  Jesus,  the  Jew.  Truth  is 
not  imperiled  by  revision;  eternal  values  suffer  nothing 
from  queries  and  tests.  The  diamond  owes  its  brilliancy 
to  the  rub;  so  the  peerless  personality  of  Jesus  comes 
forth  more  glorious  from  each  critical  survey.  A  new 
approach  to  the  Christ  is  rewarded  by  a  fresh  realization 
of  personal  values ;  of  the  unbounded  possibilities  of 
human  development;  of  the  identity  of  the  human  with 
the  divine.  “As  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he 
authority  to  become  the  children  of  God.”  Man  is  as¬ 
sured  of  the  magistracy  of  himself.  Herein  is  set  forth 
a  religion  of  growth  in  character  by  the  help  of  God. 
“As  I  have  overcome,  so  shall  ye,”  The  help  is  not  “be¬ 
yond  the  hills,  but  is  discovered  to  be  within,  and  unfold¬ 
ing. 

The  man  who  views  Jesus  as  somehow  apart  in  his 
life  and  character  from  humanity,  will  not  long  strive 
to  be  like  Him.  An  attitude  toward  life  which  despairs 
of  human  capacities,  human  possibilities,  will  result  in  a 
denial  of  the  provisions  of  the  gospel.  “He  was  tempted 
in  all  things  even  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin.”  Jesus 
achieved  character  in  the  truly  human  conflict,  which  all 
of  us  must  wage. 


of  Jesus 


By 

Ralph  B.  Thompson 


Joseph  and  Mary  flee  with  the  infant  Jesus  to  escape 
the  slaughter  of  childhood  ordered  by  the  hated  Herod. 
Providence  is  there,  indeed,  filling  the  human  scene  with 
celestial  light,  but  it  does  not  preclude  the  necessity  of 
parental  care.  The  correspondence  of  divine  with  human 
agency  is, found  all  along  the  way  that  Jesus  takes.  ^ 

The  doctrine  of  the  virgin  birth  is  evidently  Scrip-  " 
tural.  It  places  the  correlation  of  the  divine  and  human 
factors  at  the  right  point  in  the  growth  of  Jesus;  at  the 
outset.  This  answers  to  the  claim  of  the  divine-human 
character  of  Christ.  No  one  can  view  with  inward  calm 
the  controversy  over  the  person  of  Christ,  who  realizes 
that  the  issue  of  faith  in  a  divine  Redeemer  is  the  thing 
at  stake.  Liberalism  loses  all  that  is  vital  when  it  gives 
up  “God  in  Christ.”  Fundamentalism  becomes  obstruc¬ 
tive  and  the  enemy  of  religious  progress,  when  it  denies 
that  Jesus  was  a  true  child,  requiring  years  of  nurture 
for  growth  and  maturity.  If  Jesus  lived  beyond  human 
limitations.  He  is  outside  of  the  scope  of  human  attain¬ 
ment.  “Great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness,”  yet  we  can 
accept  it  in  the  light  of  the  blessings  which  that  accept¬ 
ance  brings  to  us.  Like  the  Apostle  Paul,  we  may  de¬ 
clare,  in  the  knowledge  of  His  grace,  “I  can  do  all  things 
through  Christ,  who  strengthens  me.” 

A  golden  silence  attests  the  normality  of  the  early  j 
life  and  conduct  of  the  Master.  We  know  with  what^M 
loving  solicitude  the  Jewish  child-life  was  directed.  Jesus 
must  have  received  the  usual  education  of  the  Jewish 
youth,  which  was,  indeed,  excellent  for  its  moral  and  re¬ 
ligious  as  well  as  for  its  intellectual  value.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  was  nothing  in  the  nativity  of  Jesus  of  Naz¬ 
areth  which  warranted  any  expectations  for  Him  above 
His  fellows:  He  was  a  commoner,  a  “Galilean.”  There 
was  general  contempt  for  Galileans  among  the  Judeans. 

At  Jerusalem  men  engaged  in  scholastic  and  political  pur¬ 
suits;  in  Galilee  they  fished  or  worked  at  the  carpenter’s 
trade.  Jesus  is  not  to  be  explained  by  what  His  times 
or  His  formal  education  did  for  Him,  yet  these  human 
features  are  not  negligible.  “He  grew.” 

Some  kinds  of  learning  seem  to  befog  the  mind,  to 
stifle  the  soul;  the  expert  in  science  often  suffers  from 
spiritual  anemia.  Charles  Darwin  says,  in  his  autobiog¬ 
raphy:  “Up  to  the  age  of  thirty  or  beyond  it,  poetry 
of  many  kinds  gave  me  great  pleasure;  and  even  as  a 
schoolboy  I  took  intense  delight  in  Shakespeare  .  . 

pictures  formerly  gave  me  considerable,  and  music  very 
great  delight.  But  now  for  many  years  I  cannot  endure 
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to  read  a  line  of  poetry.  I  have  tried  lately  to  read 
Shakespeare,  and  found  it  so  intolerably  dull  tha,t  it 
^  nauseated  me.  I  have  also  almost  lost  my  taste  for  pic- 
^  tures  or  music.  .  .  .  My  mind  seems  to  have  become 

a  kind  of  machine  for  grinding  general  laws  out  of  large 
collections  of  facts ;  but  why  this  should  have  caused  the 
atrophy  of  that  part  of  the  brain  alone,  on  which  the 
higher  tastes  depend,  I  cannot  conceive.  .  .  .  •  If  I 

had  to  live  my  life  again,  I  would  have  made  a  rule  to 
read  some  poetry  and  listen  to  some  music  at  least  once 
every  week;  for  perhaps  the  parts  of  my  brain  ijow 
atrophied  would  thus  have  been  kept  alive  through  use. 
The  loss  of  these  tastes  is  a  loss  of  happiness,  and  may 
possibly  be  injurious  to  the  intellect,  and  more  probably 
to  the  moral  character,  by  enfeebling  the  emotional  part 
of  our  nature.”  The  members  of  the  rabbinical  school 
at  Jerusalem  were  learned  in  the  legalities,  languages, 
and  sciences  of  their  day ;  it  was  a  standardized  require¬ 
ment,  imperative.  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  at  twelve  years  of 
age,  sought  to  inquire  of  them  concerning  religion,  but 
they  were  only  conversant  with  tenets  of  theology  and 
legal  tradition.  He  asks  for  truth;  they  offer  him  the 
Talmud.  They  knew  the  letter,  but  not  the  Spirit.  He 
astounded  them  by  His  wise  words  and  penetrating 
^  queries.  He  spoke  of  those  things  of  the  soul  which  they 
I  had  doubtless  glimpsed  in  the  days  of  their  own  youthful 
yearnings,  but  had  lost  in  their  zeal  for  mere  legalism. 
Nicodemus  was  a  rabbi  whom  Jesus  had  aroused  to  a  sense 
of  his  spiritual  destitution,  but  the  challenge  found  him 
unwilling  to  begin  again.  The  weight  of  tradition  en¬ 
thralled  him;  the  truth  appalled  him. 

A  man  has  come  to  spiritual  maturity  when  he  can 
break  with  mere  traditional  beliefs  and  go  a-pioneering 
with  God  through  the  trackless  wild.  At  thirty,  Jesus 
appears  in  the  Jordan  Valley  as  the  crown  of  the  min¬ 
istry  of  John  the  Baptist.  He  goes  straightforth  from 
His  ordination,  “led  by  the  spirit  into  the  wilderness.” 
There  he  has  His  “irritations  of  the  soul.”  No  one  cared 
to  follow  Him  there,  to  share  His  solitude  and  self-disci¬ 
pline  ;  no  one  could.  Men  do  not  come  to  self-discovery 
in  groups.  “He  trod  the  winepress  alone.”  ’Faint,  but 
with  self  subordinated,  He  receives  divine  comfort.  Des¬ 
tiny  dawns,  day  breaks,  the  Man  Christ  knows  Himself. 

»  Now  the  Son  of  God  enters  frankly  and  heroically 
Pupon  His  majestic  way.  “Repent  ye,  for  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  at  hand.”  Through  days  of  popularity,  when 
scribe  and  “scrub”  alike  compass  Him  with  feverish  in¬ 
terest,  when  magic  word  and  miracle  deed  mark  Him  as 
the  Man  of  the  hour.  He  plods  on  toward  the  consumma¬ 
tion  of  His  matchless  career.  “My  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world.”  The  churchmen  heard  Him  and  frowned;  the 
masses  marveled.  The  tide  turns,  interest  alters.  Malev- 
rient  hands  itched  for  His  throat,  but  waited  to  take 
Him  by  stealth,  because  the  common  people  adored  Him. 
With  unwearied  pace  he  covers  the  dusty  distances  of  a 
menaced  way,  while  His  chosen  followers  waver,  in  their 
allegiance,  before  the  gathering  storm. 

He  stands  at  last  upon  the  crest  of  His  endeavor.  At 
the  final  meal  He  dramatizes  His  personal  sacrifice,  say-  ' 
mg.  This  is  my  body.”  He  had,  from  time  to  time, 
mnted  and  eventually  declared  that  tragedy  awaited  1 
Hmi.  He  predicted  His  desertion,  betrayal,  crucifixion, 
esurrection,  ascension.  His  companions  were  no  more  < 
*ac  y  to  inyent  such  an  outcome  than  were  His  worst  1 
toes,  80  great  was  their  fear,  so  limited  their  outlook,  i 
«o  unprepared  were  they  for  the  reyelation.  In  the  e 


1  garden  of  Gethsemane  He  crayed  human  comradeship, 
t  but  the  disciples,  exhausted,  slept. 

“Thy  will,  4iot  mine,  be  done.”  The  whispered,  agon- 
e  ized  words  were  wafted  forth  upon  the  faint  zephyrs  that 

2  stirred  the  leayes  of  the  century-old  olive  trees  in  the 
“  garden  of  gloom  at  midnight.  All  the  travel,’,  all  the 
'  travail,  for  this :  “to  learn  obedience  by  the  things  which 

He  suffered”;  to  achieve  a  human  triumph  in  submission 
>  to  the  bemgn  wiU  of  God.  “The  cup  of  my  Father,  shaU 
I  not  drink  it?”  Yes,  Golgotha  shall  not  stay  Him. 
With  face  set  like  a  flint  He  passes  into  the  judgment  hall, 
through  mockings,  scourgings,  and  finally  the  cross  on 
which  He  is  to  die  is  borne  alone,  save  for  the  Ethiopian, 
who  unwittingly  journeys  to  undying  fame  at  the  side  of 
the  Saviour.  “It  is  finished.”  Now  we  know  that  men 
may  live  victoriously,  growing  into  the  completeness  of 
the  manhood  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  call  of  Jesus  is  heard 
across  the  centuries,  amplified  by  the  relays  of  time, 
broadcasted  by  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand  of  His 
witnesses,  stationed  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  “Fol¬ 
low  Me.”— R.  B.  T.,  St.  Michaels,  Md. 

Another  Forward  Step 

MEMORABLE  event  took  place  on  Sunday,  May 
15,  1927,  at  the  intersection  of  Sixteenth  and  Levis 
Streets,  N.  E.,  Washington,  D.  C.  The  occasion 
was  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  the  new  Nash  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  It  was  through 
the  vision,  direction,  and  effort  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  V. 
S.  N.  Hughes,  and  the  generous  support  of  a  loyal  and 
aspiring  group  of  people  that  the  work  of  rebuilding 
this  church  has  been  accomplished. 

It  became  potent  to  the  eye  of  the  leader  some  time 
ago  that  something  would  have  to  be  done  by  way  of  a 
new  building  in  order  to  adequately  meet  the  needs  of 
this  growing  section ;  so  he  set  to  work,  and  under  his 
personal  direction  the  small,  undesirable  building  has 
been  transformed  into  a  more  spacious,  more  convenient, 
well  lighted,  properly  furnished  church — an  altogether 
attractive  place  of  worship  that  has  already  become  the 
pride  of  the  community  in  which  it  stands. 

On  the  chosen  day,  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
a  crowd  of  people,  far  too  large  to  be  accommodated 
within,  had  gathered  to  witness  the  proceedings.  The 
resourceful  pastor,  comprehending  the  situation,  imme¬ 
diately  modified  the  arrangements,  and  with  small  loss 
of  time,  all  was  in  readiness  for  an  outside  service.  The 
following  program  was  observed : 

Hymn,  read  by  the  pastor;  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Geo. 
Carter;  Scripture  lesson  read  by  the  Rev.  J.  Alfred 
Jackson;  sermon  by  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Jenkins.  Music  was 
furnished  by  the  choir  of  the  church,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  E.  E.  Ayers.  The  very  excellent  band  furnished 
by  the  visiting  Order  of  Elks  also  rendered  appropriate 
music.  Then  followed  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone. 

This  impressive  service  was  conducted  by  the  Morn¬ 
ing  St&r  Lodge  No.  40,  I.  B.  P.  O.  E.  of  W.,  and  the 
Forrest  Temple  No.  9,  and  was  followed  immediately  bv 
the  benediction,  given  by  the  pastor  of  the  church. 

The  large'  throng  of  people,  flanked  by  the  members 
of  the  order  in  the  regulation  uniform,  and  over  all  the 
brilliant  rays  of  an  afternoon  sun,  made  an  unusual 
and  attractive  scene,  and  marked  the  beginning  of  a  new 
era  for  this  enterprising  church. — Reporter. 
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Sunday  School  L 

IrapvAimrAL  Snoi 

By  I^r.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


we  say  to  them  or  not.  There  is  little  use 
of  preaching  the  gospel  of  Christ  unless  we 
live  it.  Thne  is  a  professional  approach  to 
the  non-Christian,  and  there  is  a  Chrlstiike 
approach.  The  world  Is  now  anxious  to  see 
Jesus.  Their  only  chance  to  see  and  know 
Him  as  a  vital  force  in  the  lives  of  men,  is 
to  see  Him  in  the  life  of  the  missionary,  the 
pastor,  or  the  Sunday-school  teacher.  It  is 
only  when  He  is  exemplified  that  real  work 
for  the  Kingdom  is  bdng  done  anywhere  in 
8criptur0  Xissson-*-!  Peter  2.  11-17 ;  4.  1-5.  isen  of  a  rep'ublic  and  had  the  Christians’  the  world. 

How  Potor'o  Social  Teaehiagt  Difar  from  v,otes  been  numerous  enough  to  count  for  Peter  was  urging  the  converts  in  everv 
Oura.  Peter’s  teachings  conc^ing  good  cit-  aught  in  the  control  of  government.  His  place  to  abstain  from  those  things  which 
iseuhlp,  but  not  his  motive,  is  identically  *^Uef  difference  in  standpoint  from  us  is  that  .  would  detract  from  the  spiritual  growth, 
the  same  as  ours.  He  taught  more  from  a  ^  na'Ilinp  that  hia  eomptarativaly  small  such  as  fleshlv  liuts  and  otner  things  char- 
religious  motive  with  a  SMial  basis;  while  fffoup  of  Christians  with  nagUgibla  political  acterlstlc  of  the  world’s  M<^ie,  and  to  speak 
we  teach  more  from  a  social  motive  with  a  p<fwar  shoald  wait  patiently  on  Ood  in  some  hones'tly  from  the  heart  that  with  which  their 
religions  ba^is.  He  considered  established  other  way  to  efect  whatever  governmental  lives  had  been  made  consistent.  Not  to  talk 
government  an  agent  of  G«>d  for  good  in  the  change  was  deemed  necessary;  ttdiile  we  one  thing  and  behave  in  a  contrary  manner, 
world;  but  he  believed  this  government  of  Christians  with  large  civic  influence  under-  but  living  after  the  will  of  God.  “Oh  con- 
but  temporary  duration,  destined  shortly  to  stassd  that  Ood  most  frequently  works  sistency,  thou  art  a  jewel  I”  Given  a  man 
be  supers^ed  by  another  kingdom  not  of  through  us  to  effect  those  necessary  changes,  anywhere  in  heathen  or  Christian  lands,  who 
this  world — a  Ungilnm  of  God.  Civil  govern-  Let  us  remember  that  Peter  was  a  subject  will  live  and  speak  always  in  keeping  with  his 
ment  with  its  laws  was  to  be  respectfmly  and  *  citizen  in  the  true  sense  of  the  term.  .  profession  and  the  TOspel  he  teaches,  and 

obedl^tly  tolerated  while  it  lasted.  But  it  But  the  citixen  heartily  agrees  with  the  sub-  men  will  be  won  to  Christ, 
is  our  idea  that  Christians  should  whole-  rulers  and  laws  are  to  be  respected  If  Christian  nations  could  be  led  to  deal 

heartedly  co-operate  with  and  take  an  active  obeyed  until  they  have  been  lejgitimalely  honestly  with  heathen  nations  so  that  the 
part  in  the  af^irs  of  our  government  of  this  changed,  whether  God  changes  them  without-  light  of  Christ  would  have  a  chance  to  shine 
world  to  the  end  that  it  may  become  the  <»■  “’•'<*  The  Democrat  certainly  fights  on  international  affairs,  a  new  day  would 
means  of  greater  good  for  God,  and  may  democracy  when,  as  frequently  happens,  the  dawn  on  the  world.  So  often  it  is  apparent 
itself  sooner  or  later  become  the  kingdom  minority  tries  to  force  its  will  upon  the  ma-  to  the  foreij^  nations  that  there  are  designs 
of  God.  -And  again,  Peter’s  teaching  on  the  jority  by  disrespecting  the  rulers  and  laws  not  in  keeping  with  the  religion  we  profess, 
subject  was  for  a  good  part  due  to  a  desire  established  by  the  majority.  And  in  propor-  and  they  lose  confidence  because  we  are  not 
to  allay  suspicion,  and  to  contradict  fidse  Won  this  minority  decreases,  it  approaches  honest  in  our  dealings  with  them.  Even  mis- 
accusations  brought  against  the  Christians,  monarchism  or  at  the  worst  individualism —  sionaries  sometimes  have  selfish  ends  in  the 
namely,  that  they  were  a  menace  to  law  and  one  man  will  make  the  laws  for  all,  or  each  work  they  are  doing,  which  is  soon  discovered 
order,  tacitly  if  not  openly  encouraging,  by  man  will  make  the  laws  for  himself.  The  by  those  for  whom  they  work.  In  the 
their  teaching  of  Christ  as  the  future  Ruler  of  anarchic  spirit  of  the  minority  may  not  be  searchlight  of  these  days  we  need  men  and 
the  world,  durespect  for  the  present  govern-  so  bad  when  it  is  confined  to  insignificant  women  who  are  altogether  honest  to  work 
ment  and  rulers,  and  also  to  make  the  in-  matters.  But  the  habit  mice  established  in  for  God  anywhere. 

justice  of  the  persecution  which  they  had  such  matters  cannot  indefinitely  be  confined  When  we  learn  to  recognise  fully  the  rights 
undergone  or  were  undergoing  all  the  more  to  the;n — especially  as  the  interna  tionalistic  of  others,  and  show  them  the  respect  that  is 
manifest  And  doubtless  there  were  not  a  spirit  which  we  are  justly  trying  so  hard  to  their  due,  and  so  far  as  possible  give  credit 
few  Christians  who  felt  and  acted  that  a  gov-  cultivate,  takes  precedence  over  the  natioiril-  for  all  in  their  lives  that  can  be  utilised  for 
emment  which  either  initiated  or  permitted  istic  one.  Already  some  young  people’s  or-  good,  then  will  they  come  to  have  confidence 
such  grave  injustices  as  they  had  suffered  ganixations  have  met  and  passed  resolutions  in  us,  and  we  can  help  them.  Absolute 
did  not  deserve  their  respect  and  obedience,  not  to  support  another  war!  That  must  mean  honesty  and  fairness  is  essential  in  Christian 
It  was  doubtless  difScult  for  anyone  not  to  that  the  will  of  the  majority  will  never  control  service, 
have  ■  felt  that  wav.  But  the  situation  is  them  in  that  matter— even  thouirh  national  oammok  sbminaey. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lxssoir  roa  Sukdat,  3vx%  19,  1927 
“Having  your  conversation  honest  among 
the  Gentiles" 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  people  of  foreign  lands  and  strange  re¬ 
ligions  know  whether  we  are  honest  in  what 
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tWs  Mrs.  Emma  Walker;  response  by  the  pastor, 
Ttomas  who  expressed  his  appredatlon  ta  well-chosen 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrcl^  Trinity,  words..  We  also  express  our  appreciation  to 
lor  the  surpriM  party  given  ns,  which  brought  the  members  and  friends  of  St  James  Meth- 


WHAT  IS 


Th««  &  r  ILT  ^  churchM,  Courts  of  Calanthe,  House- 

w  V  Of  hold  of  Ruth,  for  their  kindness  extended  to 

»■  jP*^***»,  ■  ®**U*®y*  M.  Watson,  Mrs.  us  during  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Sawyer.  We 
r  ?•  Walker,  are  glad  to  say  that  she  is  improving 

Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Cuero,  Texat. — Brother’s  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Sunday,  May  8,  was  a  high 
day  with  us.  The  spirit  ran  high.  Our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  R.  S.  Mosby,  preached  out  of  his 
soul  two  very  soul-stirring  sennons.  Gifts 
were  presented  the  mothers,  and  a  short 
program  was  also  rendered. — Evangelin 
Mathis,  Reporter. 

Mmter  City,  Mit*. — Mothers’  Day  was 
beautifully  celebrated  at  Minter  City  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Junior  De¬ 
partment  rendered  a  spiendid  program  at 
2.30  P.  M.,  with  flfty-two  participants.  The 
program  was  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs. 
A.  Moore,  the  principal  of  the  city  school. 
We  are  looking  forward  for  a  great  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Day. — Reporter. 

Marion,  Ala. — Sunday  morning.  May  8, 
services  were  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
G.  W.  Brown.  Sunday  evening  a  splendid 
Mothers’  Day  program  was  rendered.  Sev¬ 
eral  interesting  papers  were  read  on 
“Mothers’  Day.”  Sunday  night  the  Rev. 
Brown  preached  a  wonderful  sermon.  The 
many  friends  of  Miss  Velma  Young  sympa¬ 
thise  with  her  in  the  death  of  her  uncle, 
Bro.  Willis  Tucker. — Reporter. 

Pontiac,  Mich.— The  members  of  St.  John 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  are  grateful  to 
the  bishop  for  sending  the  Rev.  C.  J.  John¬ 
son  to  labor  with  us  this  year.  Mothers’  Day 
was  his  first  Sunday  with  us.  At  the  morn¬ 
ing  service  he  preached  an  able  sermon  to 
mothers;  subject,  “A  Mother’s  Reward.”  At 
8  P.  M.  a  fitting  program  was  rendered.  At 
night  the  pastor  preached  to  daughters;  sub¬ 
ject,  “Honor  Thy  Mother.”  Total  collection 
for  the  day,  $36.60.— Nona  M.  Churchwell, 
Reporter. 

Binghampton,  Tenn. — Easter  was  a  great 
day  at  Bethel.  Though  the  weather  was  very 
'much  against  us,  a  splendid  program  was 
I  rendered  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  F.  D. 
Owens,  who  seemed  to  have  had  ever3rthing 
planned  and  well  in  hand.  Our  collection 
amounted  to  $9.  Dr.  F.  H.  Butler,  of  the 
Epworth  League,  expressed  himself  higMy 
pleased  with  the  occasion.  After  a  few  words 
from  the  pastor  as  to  the  forward  move  of 
the  church,  the  benediction  was  given  by 
Dr.  Butler. — Miss  Verneita  Miller,  Reporter. 

Platwoodt,  Tenn.— Oak  Grove  Chapel 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  On  May  8  our 
pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Carter  was  present 
and  delivered  a  wonderful  sermon  from  John 
4.  16.  The  sermon  was  enjoyed  by  all  pres¬ 
ent.  We  also  had  with  us  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Carter,  the  pastor’s  wife,  also  his  son  and 
daughter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  Odel  and  daugh¬ 
ter,  of  Linden,  Tenn.,  were  also  present, 
and  we  were  proud  to  have  them  in  our 
midst.  The  amount  of  $7.10  was  raised  for 
World  Service.  We  hope  to  go  over  the  top 
this  year  and  also  repair  our  church.— Jose¬ 
phine  Harvell,  Reporter.  1 

Corinth,  Miet.—m.  Moriah  Methodist 
episcopal  Church:  Our  Sunday  school  has  i 
put  on  new  life.  The  school  rendered  a  pro- 
on  Thursday  night,  April  28,  in  honor  i 
of  the  Bible  class,  Prof.  J.  B.  Combs,  teacher.  1 
ihe  program  was  as  follows:  Chorus  by  tan-  ’ 
lors;  invocation  by  superintendent;  "Class  . 
Defeat”  by  r.Tis?  Lotta  E.  Inghi'am;  re-  1 
•ponse,  Prof.  J.  M.  Combs;  reading  from  1 


the  “Dark  Days  of  Slavery,”  .by  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Watson.  Closing  remarks  by  the  superin¬ 
tendent.  A  deficious  menu  was  served. — 
Mr.  Grant  Turner,  Superintendent;  feev.  C. 
t  H.  Maxwell,  Pastor;  Mrs.  A.  Johnson,  Re- 
1  porter. 

i  DeSoto,  Mi*i. — St.  John  Methodist  Epis- 
i  copal  Church:  We  had  a  spiritual  revival  the 
t  week  before  Easter.  One  soul  was  saved. 

I  On  Easter,  under  the  mananment  of  Mrs. 
Willie  M.  Hough,  a  splendid  program  was 
rendered.  We  raised  as  follows  for  World 
I  Service:  Mrs.  I.  Haynes,  $10;  Mrs.  Xddie 
May,  $10;  Mrs.  A.  Falconer,  $8;  Miss  J. 
Haynes,  $9;  Miss  B.  Horne,  $4.76;  Mrs.  L. 
Hampton,  $1.20;  Miss  E.  Falconer,  $10;  MiSs 
Mae  Ruth  Hough,  $16;  total,  $71.84.  Total 
■  raised,  together  with  other  collections,  $106. 
The  work  is  moving  along  nicely  with  our 
new  pastor,  the  Rev.  R.  House. — Mrs.  W.  M. 
Hough,  Reporter. 

Bardie,  Miee. — Easter  was  a  high  day  over 
the  Sardis  and  Spring  Hill  charge.  The 
people  seem  to  be  taking  on  new  Bfe  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  N.  O.  Griffin.  The 
churches  were  divided  into  groups,  and  re¬ 
ported  as  follows:  St.  Paul,  Sardis,  Mrs.  D. 
E.  Isaiah,  $3;  Mrs.  J.  F.  Carpenter,  $8; 
Mr.  H.  E.  Pegues,  $8;  Mrs.  B.  A.  Collins. 
$12.10;  Mr.  S.  M.  Lillie,  $16;  total,  $41. 
Spring  HiHi  Mrs.  Mattie  Lard,  $8.60;  Mrs. 
B.  Q.  McCarty,  $9.66;  Mrs.  S.  A.  Patterson, 
$5.60;  Mrs.  Lieu  Terrell,  $9.86;  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Thompson,  $6.10;  Mr.  E.  D.  Butler,  $6.60; 
total,  $40.  Grand  total  for  both  churches, 
$81.  — Mrs.  B.  A.  Collins,  Reporter. 

Millican,  Texas. — Sunday,  April  17,  was  a 
high  day  at  Brooks  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  The  pastor.  Rev.  Plenty  Ed¬ 
wards,  preached  at  11  A.  M.  The  Rev.  C. 
Johnson,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  preached  at 
3  P.  M.  At  night,  under  the  leadership  of 
our  superintendent,  Mrs.  Maggie  Edwards, 
our  Easter  program  was  rendered,  after 
which  the  superintendent  gave  a  Sunday- 
school  teachers’  contest.  Mrs.  Maggie  Hill, 
teacher  of  Class  A;  Miss  Lina  McCain, 
teacher  of  Class  B.  Miss  Lina  McCain  was 
the  winner  of  the  first  prise,  having  raised 
$10;  Miss  Maggie  HUl  won  the  second,  hav¬ 
ing  raised  $6.20;  total,  $16.20;  ferahd  total 
raised  on  Easter,  $62. — Reporter. ' 

Starke,  Fla.— Mt.  Moriah  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church :  Our  Easter  services  were 
quite  inspiring.  At  9.80  A.  M.  the  Sunday- 
school  scholars  rendered  a  splendid  program, 
directed  by  S.  F.  McCoy,  superintendent.  A 
collection  of  $8  was  taken.  The  following 
unit  leaders  reported:  Frank  Hall,  No.  1, 
$26.90;  Damon  Dell,  No.  2^  $86.66;  James 
Ellison,  No.  3,  $33.80;  Charley  Thomas,  No. 

4,  $27.60.  Pleasant  Grove  Church:  T.  R. 
Kelley,  $20;  Sam  Tyson,  $20;  N.  Mathes, 
$11;  Sunday  school,  total,  $181.36.  Our 
pastor,  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Debose,  preached  two  ' 
very  excellent  sermons  on  the  resurrection  of  ' 
Christ,  which  were  full  of  thought'  and  in-  ' 
spiration.  They  were  enjoyed  ny  all  who  ^ 
heard  him. — Reporter.  ! 

Aberdeen,  Miee. — Second  Church:  During  i 
our  six-weeks’  Easter  drive  we  reported  each  < 
Thursday  night.  We  had  the  following  min-  1 
isters  present  with  us:  the  Revs.  R.  Frank-  ] 
lin,  M.  C.  McMillian,  S.  D.  Martin,  R.  J.  ] 
Wells,  Hagger,  Cooper  wood,  and  Adams.  1 
All  gave  good  service  in  helping  to  put  over  ^ 
the  program.  Easter  was  a  high  day.  At  1 
11.30  A.  M.  the  sermon  was  preached  by  ^ 


‘TIRST  STEPSr 

Answer— It  is  a  unique  quarterly  maga¬ 
zine.  It  is  not  a  “lesson  help.*' 

Who  is  It  for? 

Anssoer— For  all  fmmts  of  small  children. 
It  belongs  in  every  home  where  there  is 
a  baby  or  a  child  of  pre-school  or  primary 
age.  It  is  also  for  child-study  groups. 

Why  is  it? 

Ansuter— So  that  parents  may  have 
practical  and  eiqxrt  help  as  they  direct 
the  first  steps  of  their  children  in  re¬ 
ligious  nurture,  one  of  the  most  difficult 
aspects  of  their  job— the  biggest  job  on 
earth. 

How  may  it  be  obtained? 

Answer— Either  singly  at  6o  cents  a  year 
or  in  clubs  to  one  address  at  50  cents  a 
year. 

How  mi^t  Hub  subscriptions  be 
distributed? 

Answer — Either  by  your  Cradle  Roll 
Department  or  your  Home  Department. 

Would  it  be  worth  while? 

Answer — Yes,  if  new  homes,  loyal  to  the 
church  because  of  its  hclfrfulness,  and  a 
new  generation,  started  right  religiously, 
are  worth  while. 

How  may  samples  be  secured? 

Answer — By  addressing 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 
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the  pastor;  at  2.80  P.  M.  the  Sunday  school 
rendered  an  exceUent  program,  conducted 
by  the  superintendent,  Mr.  W.  L.  Lloyd, 
and  at  6  P.  M.  each  group  leader  made  their 
final  report  to  the  amount  of  $201.60.  More 
money  was  raised  this  Easter  than  ever  be¬ 
fore  in  the  history  of  the  church.  We  are 
grateful  to  the  bishop  and  his  cabinet  for 
sending  us  such  a  strong  young  man  as  the 
Rev.  W.  B.  Rogers  as  our  pastor.— W.  M. 
Davenport,  Reporter. 

Talladega,  Ala. — Bethlehem  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  going  forward.  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  church  has  there 
been  such  great  progress  as  this  year.  Our 
pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  Callahan,  has  on  a  great 
revival  and  six  more  soldiers  are  on#  the 
battlefield.  The  Busv  Bees  Club  of  children 
is  still  biusing.  They  raised  $20  on  our 
piano,  with  Masters  John  Kirk,  president; 
Andrew  Jackson,  treasurer;  James  Smith, 
SMretary.  We  could  not  do  without  the 
Busy  Bees.  We  raised  for  World  Service 
$94.09,  and  we  are  still  wprking  to  raise  our 
quota.  Rockwell  church  raised  $28.69;  Tal- 
ladega,  Bethlehem,  $66.60.  The  Rev.  J.  C. 
Chuman  preached  a  wonderful  sermon  at 
RockweU,  Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  and  at  night 
he  preached  at  Bethlehem.  The  pastor  re¬ 
ported  sixteen  members  added  this  quarter. 
— ^Mrs.  Emma  Montgomery,  Reporter. 

Brookhaven,  Miee. — The  Brookhaven  Dis¬ 
trict  World  Service  meeting  was  held  at 
Kynette  Chapel,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Moulton, 
pastor.  We  were  expecting  the  bishop,  but 
he  was  detained  in  New  Orleans  and  could 
not  be  present.  The  district  superintendent 
took  charge  of  the  meeting.  The  success 
and  progress  which  this  district  has  enjoyed 
fo  the  past  is  still  being  sustained  under 
the  very  efficient  leadership  of  our  district 
superintendent.  The  pastors  reported  as 
follows;^  Bridgeville,  $202;  Crystal  Springs, 
$169;  Brookhaven,  $180;  Brookhaven  cir¬ 
cuit,  $96;  Crystal  Springs  circuit,  $67;  C^ 
hmbi^  $210;  Florence,  $68;  Foxworth  and 
New  Bethel,  $89;  Haalehurst,  $100;  Hub,  $68; 
Kenolla,  $81;  Lampton,  $167;  MeComb,  $70; 
Riles  and  Oma,  $88;  Summltt  and  MagnoUa, 
Tylertown,  $88;  Wesson,  $76.  The 
following  pastors  are  over  the  top  and  some¬ 
what  In  advance:  the  Revs.  H.  E.  Morgan, 
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Roster  of  District  Conferences  for  1927  Season 

^  vmMmmry.  A  pwteMd  nvtmt 

•  w  Diltriet  SupcriatMdittila  will  kindly  Miter  thtim  u  Mrly  m  pnwiflite. 

Hm*  Ofct  Supt. 

.NwoImbtIU*.  L* . JuM  I1-4C . iL  Duida 

Annon^ej  Ksna . JuiM  SM^ulp  8 . D.  G.  Fnnklin 

...June  2tMul7  8 . B.  J.  Mmrtin 

...June  89-Jul7  8 . A.  Davia 

..July  8-10 . J.  H.  EUb 

. .  .July  6-l0 . A.  G.  Towaaend 

...July  6-10 . B.  R.  Booker 

..  July  18-17 . 8.  B.  Blaeknall 

..July  14-17 . W.  H.  Odum 

..July  10-84 . A.  J.  Newton 

...July  18-84 . P.  N.  CoUier 

...July  80-84 . M.  H.  Walker 

..July  80-84 . E.  A.  WUaon 

..July  87-81 . J.  B.  Boaa 

..July  87-81 . G.  W.  CNeiuan 

..July  87-81 . P.  P.  Wricht 

..July  87-81 . J.  a  Seott 

...July  87-81 . John  W.  Wcaley 

...July  87-81... . a  S.  Barlca 

..July  88-81 .  I,  a  Stripling 

..Aug.  8-7 . Ja  A.  Baynaa 

...Aug.  8-7 . J.  8.  CarroU 

.  Aug.  2-7 . .W.  H.  Dean 

..Aug.  8-7 . W.  H.  Smith 

..  Aug.  8-  7 . C.  8.  Wabater 

..Aug.  8-7 . J.  a  lladdux 

...Aug.  8-7 . S.  D.  Bankaton 

..Aug.  4-7..... . J.  a  Williama 

..Aug.  10-14 . .W.  a  CraMhaw 

..Aug.  10-14 . a  W.  Hannah 

..Aug.  10-14 . J.  C.  Chnman 

..Aug.  16-21 . J.  U.  King 

..Aug.  17-21 . a  a  T^iams 

t.Aug.  17-81 . J.  W.  Gflder 

..Aug.  81-Sept.  4 . J.  L  Bryan 


or  her  apportionment  ag  had  been  aaked  for 
by  the  pastor.  The  Sunday  school  reported 
the  church,  $808,  making  a  total  of  |M<M. 
The  pastor  and  members  were  so  well  pleased 
with  the  entire  day’s  report  and  success  that 
on  Thursday,  when  the  pastor  went  to  Hous¬ 
ton  to  the  joint  meeting  to  make  his  report, 
quite  a  crowd  accompanied  him.  St.  Wul 
is  trying  to  make  this  a  great  year  in  its 
history  under  the  leadership  of  Qur  new  pas¬ 
tor. — The  Rev.  W.  H.  Hightower,  Pastor; 
Mrs.  G.  C.  Brown,  Reporter. 

San  Antonio,  Temu — Jones  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  EpiscopaJ  Church  is  advancing  very 
rapidly  under  the  leadership  of  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  C.  E.  Whitiker,  who  is  deeply  in¬ 
terested  in  his  work.  As  members  of  the 
church  we  are  willing  to  do  all  we  can  for 
the  upbuilding  of  God’s  kingdom.  It  was 
under  the  instruction  of  this  good  man  that 
we  have  been  able  to  build  a  beautiful  six- 
room  parsonage  with  all  modern  equipments. 
It  has  been  said  that  this  parsonage  is  one 
among  the  best  on  the  San  Antonio  District. 
With  the  wonderful  help  of  our  pastor  and 
his  dear  helpmate,  Mrs.  Whitiker,  we  will  be 
able  to  do  great  work  for  the  Lord.  Under 
the  leadership  of  the  Ladies’  Aid,  Miss 
Selena  Fowler,  Mrs.  Ella  Brite,  and  Mrs. 
Ida  Green,  -the  parsonage  has  been  nicely 
furnished.  We  have  organised  a  new  church 


DMriek 

La  Taeha . 

Topaka . 

Bluaflald . 

Pulaski . 

Oklahoma.... 
SmteVs  ••••.• 
Hooky  Mount. 
8aa  Aagolo.. 

WayeroM . 

Navaoota . 

Miirframbuiu., 
New  Oriaana. 

OuUalde . 

Vlaksbnrg. _ 

Brookhayen. . . 
Moalgaaaery. . 

RowIob . 

Atlantle . 

Aleaandria. . . . 
Wayuasboro. . . 
CharlaetoD. . . , 
8o.  Baltimore. 
Pittaburgh. . . . 
HatUasburg. . . 

Hannibal . 

LaGranga . 

Savannah . 

Jaokson . 

Mampbia . 

Konaaa  City.. 


.  Brady,  Ibm . 

.So.  mtdl  Patteraon,  Gs 

.Hanapetaad.  Tasos . 

.  CookevUla,  Tann . 

.Bogaluaa.  La. . 

.  Kseatawpa.  Mbs. . . 

.HasMinrat.  Mbs . 

.Booth.  Ala. . 

.Houston,  Tazas . 

.Cocoa.  Fla . 

..BoonvUla,  La. . 

.  Sylvania,  Ga . 

.Covington,  Va . 

..Churabtoa,  Md . 

.Fairmount,  W.  Va. . 

.State  LtaM  lUaa . 

.  Mobarly,  Mo . 

2abaloa,  Ga . 

.Woodbtae.  Ga . 

.  Beaton.  Mba . 

.  Alamo,  Tana . 

.Kaaaaa  CHy,  Mo . 

Xiaevilla.  Ala . 

Laasburg,  Va . 

.Newbam,  Aid . 

.Beaumont,  Texas . 

.No.  Little  Bock,  Ark.... 


Tuscaloosa. 
'Baamnont. . 
'Fort  Smith 


-J.  B.  Brooks,  and  P.  R.  Stephen.  Our  dis¬ 
trict  Is  marching  on. — M.  B.  Coleman,  Re- 
j)OTler. 

DadevilltyAla. — The  following  members 
answered  to  the  World  Service  roll  call,  con¬ 
tributing  one  dollar  each:  G.  P.  Chambliss, 
C.  Chambliss,  D.  D.  Crawford,  E.  Ford,  N. 
Price,  L.  Morgan,  B.  Morgan,  B.  Smith,  N. 
Crawford,  L.  Gilder,  Rev.  P.  Samuel,  C.  Nel¬ 
son,  Cora  Nelson,  J.  Nelson,  A.  Nelson,  E. 
Nelson,  M.  Nelson,  A.  B.  Webb,  I.  Ford,  E. 
Taylor,  P.  Woodyard,  S.  Day,  J.  Pitts,  G. 
Rowe,  E.  Rowe,  J.  Phillips,  L.  V.  Phillips, 
H.  B.  Sims,  N.  Sinas,  S.  Phillips,  M.  Stones, 

G.  W.  Berry,  A.  Berry,  M.  Jones,  H.  Rainey, 

H.  Turks,  E.  Wise,  M.  Ford,  L.  Hatcher,  Rev. 
G.  H.  Hatcher,  I.  Holley,  R.  Johnson,  M. 
Morgan,  F.  Pitts,  M.  Slaughter,  S.  Slaughter, 
W.  C.  Rowe,  J.  P.  Rowe,  A.  A.  Rowe,  Z. 
Rowe,  J.  W.  T.  Rowe,  E.  Rowe,  Read  Rowe, 
C.  C.  Heard,  A.  Rowe,  O.  Heard,  R.  Heard, 
W.  H.  Heard,  F.  G.  Heard,  L.  M.  Heard, 
P.  Rowe,  B.  Ware,  F.  Phillips,  F.  Nelson. 
Total,  ^4.  Contributions  from  friends 
amounted  to  $37,  making  a  grand  total  of 
$101.  Dadeville  closed  one  of  the  greatest 
World  Service  programs  in  its  history,  with 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Gilder  as  pastor. — L.  Phil¬ 
lips,  Reporter. 

Ckarlet  Town,  IF.  Va. — Mt.  Zion  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Sunday,  May  15,  the 
services  were  well  attended,  both  morning 
and  night.  Our  church  school  has  had  an 
Increase  in  attendance  with  a  large  number 
of  the  older  members  of  the  church.  We 
have  launched  a  great  Rally  Day  for  July 
10,  with  a  queens’  contest.  Those  chosen  for 
the  contest  are  Mrs.  May  Walker  and  Mrs. 
Ethel  Robinson.  The  Knights  of  Pythias 
held  their  annual  convention  at  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  Thursday,  May  12.  Quite  a  num¬ 
ber  of  delegates  from  the  State  attended  the 
session.  Lawyer  T.  G.  Nutter,  of  Charleston, 
W.  Va.,  was  the  principal  speaker  of  the 
occasion.  Music  was  furnish^  by  the  Mt. 
Zion  choir.  The  interior  of  Mt.  Zion  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  has  been  beautified 
with  new  draperies  for  the  choir  stand  and 
rostrum.  This  was  a  contribution  from  the 
choir.  The  chancel  rails,  offering  table,  pul¬ 
pit,  and  its  furniture  have  been  painted  as  a 
contribution  by  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society.  The 
Ladies’  Aid  Skiciety  is  doing  a  great  work 
to  prmnote  the  program  of  th^e  church,  under 
the  efficient  leadership  of  the  president,  Mrs. 
E.  R.  Williams.  The  brotherhood  that  was 
organised  recently  by  the  Rev.  E.  W.  John¬ 
son  is  having  quite  an  effect  upon  the  young 
men  of  the  church.  They  are  rallying  to  iU 
promotion.  With  its  efficient  president,  Mr. 
A.  Bailey,  it  is  moving  toward  success. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Oalvetton,  Ttxat — Sunday,  April  17,  was 
Easter  Sunday,  and  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  carried  this  day  out  to  the 


District  Activities 

District  Rounds 


don’t  forget,  I  want  every  pastor  on  the  ,•> 
Corpus  Christi  District  to  send  in  your  full  ri. 
quota  for  the  Area  Council  expense  to  me 
not  later  than  June  12,  for  we  must  make 
our  report  to  Bishop  Jones  that  week. 
Brothers,  we  are  the  first  district  in  the  West 
Texas  Conference  to  report  our  full  quotis. 
of  World  Service.  Now  let’s  be  the  first  dis^  '* 
trict  to  report  our  full  quota  of  Area  Coun¬ 
cil  expense  to  Bishop  Jones.  Now  who  will  . 
be  the  one  that  will  cause  the  standard  to 
be  lowered?  I  hope  each  one  of  you  will  say,  w 
“Not  me,’’  and  prove  it  by  sending  in  your 
full  quota  by  June  12.  The  following  pas¬ 
tors  raised  full  quota  of  World  Service: 
Beeville,  L.  W.  Roberts;  Kingsville,  F.  M. 
Hudspeth;  Goliad,  R.  W.  Allen;  Placedo,  J. 

H.  Brown;  Bishop,  Dave  Johnson.  Send  all 
Area  Council  expense  to  the  Rev.  Jesse  J. 
Hardemon,  district  superintendent,  P.  O.  Box 
100,  Goliad,  Texas. 


BLUEFIELD  DISTRICT 
Fourth  Round — Thorpe,  July  9.  10:  Gary, 

10,  11;  Bluefield,  Bethel,  16,  17;  Amoneate, 
17,  18;  Bluefield,  John  Stewart,  28,  24;  Wil- 
coe,  24,  25;  Pocahontas,  80,  81;  Excelsior, 
31,  August  1 ;  Pearisburg,  6,  7 ;  Welch,  13,  14 ; 
Anawalt,  14,  15;  Williamson,  20,  21;  North- 
fork,  27,  28;  Freeman,  28,  Tiptop,  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  4;  Tazewell,  4,  5;  Princeton,  10,  11. 

Dear  Brothers:  The  slogan  is,  “Round 
reports  at  the  Annual  Conference  and  our 
full  quota  for  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate  and  souls  in  abundance  brought  to 
Christ.’’  The  District  Conference  will  con¬ 
vene  in  New  Century  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Princeton,  W.  Va.,  June  29-July  8. 
1927,  at  10  A.  M.  All  local  auxiliaries  should 
be  represented  and  have  reports  ready.  Gen¬ 
eral  officers,  educational  leaders,  ana  editor 
are  invited. — B.  J.  Martin,  Dist.  Supt. 

CORPUS  CHRISTI  DISTRICT 
Third  Bound — Corpus  Christi,  June  26,  27; 
Harlengin,  July  2,  8;  Raymondsville,  9,  10; 
Brownsville,  16,  17;  Placede  circuit,  23,  24; 
Goliad,  August  6,  7;  Beeville,  18,  14;  Alice, 
20,  21;  Kingsville,  27,  28;  Odems,  September 

11,  12;  San  Juan,  17,  18;  Bishop,  24,  25; 
Falfuris,  21,  22;  Edingberg,  22,  23. 

Dear  Brethren:  The  District  Conference 
is  over  and  you  made  a  fine  report  on  World 
Servies  monies.  The  Board  of  World  Service 
Commission  asked  the  Corpus  Christi  Dis¬ 
trict  to  raise  $372,  but  we  went  a  step  far¬ 
ther  and  raised  $424.  Brothers,  shall  we 
stop?.  I  say,  no;  we  want  to  report  at  the 
Annual  Conference  November  80,  when  our 
own  resident  bishop,  Robert  E.  Jones,  calls 
for  the  report,  $500  for  World  Service  and 
all  other  claims  paid  in  full.  Brother  pastors. 


PULASKI  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Round — Kingsport,  July  9,  10;  Big 
Stone  Gap,  16,  17;  BrUtol,  ^  24;  Abingdon, 
24,  25;  Marion,  80,  81;  Glade  Spring,  August 
6,  7;  Wytheville,  18,  14;  Christiansburg,  14, 
15;  Radford,  20,  21;  Dublin,  21,  22;  New 
River,  27,  28;  Independence,  l^ptember  3,  4; 
North  Pulaski,  10,  11;  Draper,  17,  18;  Pula.ski 
City,  18,  19;  Rural  Retreat,  24,  25. 

Dear  Brethren:  It  is  gratifying  to  know 
that  we  have  advanced  in  our  World  Service 
payments,  and  there  have  been  some  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  church,  but  we  have  much  to 
do  before  Conference  in  order  to  make  a 
good  report.  Subscriptions  for  the  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate  must  be  gotten 
and  the  General  Conference  expenses  must 
be  raised ;  also  our  quota  for  the.  endowment 
of  Morristown  College  must  be  raised.  Keep 
these  objects  before  your  people,  and  be  sat- 
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lafled  with  nothing  less  than  an  advance  along 
all  lines.  ^Yours  to  help,  Anderson  Davis, 
Dist.  Supt 
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Quarterly  Conferences 

AILEY,  GA. 


Mt.  Vernon  charge:  Our  second  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference  was  held  at  Nepsls  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  the  Rev. 
S.  D.  Bankston  presiding.  The  business  ses¬ 
sion  on  Saturday  was  fine.  OfScers  were 
present  with  good  reports.  The  district  su¬ 
perintendent  instructed  us  with  delight  on 
the  World  Service,  and  was  much  pleased 
with  the  work  done  this  quarter.  Love  feast 
was  held  at  10.30  A.  M.,  and  the  superintend¬ 
ent  preached  at  11.30  from  Matt.  25.  14.  We 
observed  Mothers’  Day  in  the  afternoon.  A 
splendid  talk  was  made  by  the  superintend¬ 
ent.  At  7.80  the  Rev.  Bankston  preached  an¬ 
other  inspiring  sermon.  The  superintendent 
WM  paid  in  full,  $24;  pastor,  $12.76;  Sunday 
school,  $1  on  lights;  total,  $38.76.  We  ex¬ 
pect  to  stand  by  your  pastor  and  put  him 
over  the  top.  We  are  working  faithfully  to 
raise  all  claims.  We  are  well  pleased  with 
our  new  district  superintendent.— C.  Wiirus 
Reporter.  ’ 

BRIDGEVILLE,  MISS. 

On  May  7,  8,  the  second  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  convened  at  St.  May  Church,  with 
the  pastor.  Rev.  B.  J.  Cooper,  and  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  Rev.  G.  W.  Coleman, 
^presiding.  The  pastor  made  an  excellent  re- 
mort  and  the  reports  from  officers  showed  a 
^^arked  increase  along  all  lines.  Paid  the 
superintendent  in  full,  $27.  Total  amount 
raised  during  the  quarter,  $49.02.  The 
church  and  Sunday  school  are  showing  ad¬ 
vancement  along  all  lines,  spiritually  and 
financially.  At  8  P.  M.  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  at 
Little  Rock  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
after  which  the  pastor  made  a  brief  talk  to’’ 
the  officers.  The  district  superintendent  ex¬ 
pressed  himself  as  being  well  pleased  with 
the  work.— Mrs.  S.  E.  Rice,  Reporter. 

DECATUR,  ALA. 

Kings  Memorial  Church:  The  second 
Quarterly  Conference  was  held  May  6,  with 
our  untiring  district  superintendent,  the  Rev. 

J.  W.  Whitfield,  in  the  chair.  The  reports 
oming  from  the  different  departments 
showed  progress  along  all  lines.  The  pastor 
reported  nine  persons  received  from  the 
preparatory  membership  into  full  member¬ 
ship;  .one  member  from  the  African  Meth- 
dist  Episcopal  Zion  Church  of  Tuscaloosa, 

A.,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Jordan.  The  Woman’s 
ru  jie  Missionary  Society,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Mrs.  J.  W.  Whitfield,  has  been  re- 
^ntly  reorganized  and  has  $5.64  in  the  treas- 
^•y.  The  Ladies’  Aid  Society  reported  $80 
^aid  on  the  new  pulpit  carpet.  The  Epworth 
League  has  papered  one  room  in  the  par¬ 
sonage  and  placed  three  shades  over  the 
windows.  The  adult  Bible  class  papered  one 
room  in  the  parsonage  and  is  now  putting 
Jn  screen  doors  and  painting  the  kitchen  in¬ 
side.  Miss  Lillian  Hall  is  the  active  and 
interesting  president  of  the  League,  and  Miss 
D.  Collins  is  president  of  the  adult  Bible 
mss.  The  pastor’s  report  showed  that  the 
World  Service  had  been  paid  in  full.  The 
rally  on  Easter  was  a  great  success.  Mrs. 
Lena  D.  Collins  was  the  leader  of  the  blues, 
and  raised  $177.  The  reds,  led  by  Mr.  J.  B. 
foney,  $122.35;  total  amount  raised,  $329.35. 
fhe  Sunday  school,  under  the  Religious  Edu¬ 
cational  Department,  conducted  a  six-weeks’ 
course  in  mission  study.  The  course  was  well 
attended.  The  children  were  given  a  recep- 
^n  at  the  end  of  the  course.  We  raised  on 
Warterly  Conference  Sunday  $41.90,  and 
paid  our  district  superintendent  in  full.  He 
pressed  himself  well  pleased  with  the 
progress  of  the  church.— Mrs.  Lena  D.  Col- 
nns,  Reporter 


no  pains  In  handling  the  affairs  of  the  Con¬ 
ference.  The  Rev.  Williams  preached  an  In¬ 
spiring  sermon  from  the  fifth  chapter  of 
Jeremiah;  subject,  “God  Wants  a  Man.”  The 
Mcr^ent  was  also  administered  by  the  Rev. 
williams.  Total  amount  raised  for  the  day, 
— Mrs.  Emma  Thomas,  Reporter. 

HOLAPAW,  FLA. 

Sunday,  May  8,  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  J.  W.  'Wesley,  held  his  second 
Quarterly  Conference  at  Holapaw  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  We  had  a 
splendid  Sunday  school;  raised  through  the 
classes,  $4.40.  At  11  A.  M.  love  feast  was 
hdd;  collection,  $1.60.  At  8  P.  M.  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  held  the  business  ses¬ 
sion.  All  officers  had  good  reports;  paid  su- 
perintendent,  $16;  Taised  for  World  Service, 
^6.  On  Sunday  night  the  Rev.  Wesley  de- 
iyered  a  soul-stirring  sermon  and  admin¬ 
istered  the  Lord’s  Supper;  collection,  $15. 
Class  leaders  reported  as  follows:  No.  1 
Sister  J.  K^wles,  $6.16;  No.  2,  Sister  Essie’ 
raised  during  the  day, 
$80.20.  Our  group  is  small  here,  consisting 
of  only  thirteen  members,  all  Mississippians, 
but  we  are  working  and  praying  to  help  the 
cause  of  our  Lord.  We  also  thank  the  Rev. 
Smith,  pastor  of  the  African  Methodist  Epis- 
and  his  loyal  members  for 
their  help  throughout  the  day.-^essenia 
Knowles,  Reporter. 

JASPER,  TEXAS 

We  thank  Bishop  Jones  and  the  Texas 
Conference  for  sending  to  us  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Gilder  as  superintendent  of  the 
Beaumont  District.  The  third  Quarterly 
Conference  will  be  held  June  18  and  19  at 
Neely  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
We  closed  the  second  quarter  on  April  16 
and  17  at  Holmes  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Raised  in  the  second  quarter: 
Jasper,  $76;  Jamestown,  $66;  Neely  Grove, 
$172;  total,  $313.  Paid  superintendent,  $36; 
World  Service,  $133;  Conference  Minutes, 
$1.60;  paid  pastor  in  full,  $143.60.  The 
Jasper-Newton  circuit  has  taken  on  new  life 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  W.  L. 
Sonier.  We  have  done  more  in  the  past  six 
months  than  in  the  past  three  years.  We 
hope  to  repair  our  church  in  the  near  future. 
Nine  souls  were  received  into  the  church  in 
the  second  quarter.— nj.  Brown,  Reporter. 

KILMICHAEL,  MISS. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Shady  Grove  Church,  May  14.  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  D.  Green  presided.  A  number 
of  the  faithful  officials  were  present  with 
good  reports.  Paid  pastor  this  quarter,  $128; 
district  superintendent,  $26;  benevolence, 
$100;  total,  $263.  On  Sunday  the  Rev.  Green 
preached  two  soul-stirring  sermons. — J.  H. 
Triplett,  Reporter. 


distrirt  superintendent.  Rev.  G  S.  Webster, 
^nght  us  glowing  messages  during  the  day. 
Two  Joined  the  church  and  one  snWrlption 
was  taken  for  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate.  The  superintendent  was  paid  in 
full.  Collection  during  the  day:  district  su- 
periMendent,  $27;  pastor,  $16;  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  $2.60;  total,  $44A0. — Reporter. 

WHEATLEY,  ARK. 

Sweet  Home  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
reports  of  the  first  and  second  quarter 
showed  good  results  from  the  efforts  put 
terth  by  the  faithful  few  members  of  the 
Brinkley  circuit,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
A.  Smith.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Hatchett, 
district  superintendent,  came  to  us  twice  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  and  brought  each  time  a  master- 
fiU  message.  We  are  always  glad  to  have 
hiin  with  us.  Paid  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent  in  full.  On  Easter  Sunday  we  raised  at 
Sweet  Home  Church,  $40;  Beauty  Spot, 
Fargo,  $26;  a  total  of  $65  for  World  Service. 
We  are  inspired  to  continue  the  work.— Mrs. 
Ellen  Tucker,  Reporter. 


Marriages 


SLAUGHTER— BARNUM.  On  AprU  20, 
1927,  Mr.  Chriss  Slaughter  and  Miss  Lilly 
Barnum  were  united  in  marriage  at  the  par- 
sonage,  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Natchitoches,  La.  The  Rev.  Chas.  Anderson, 
pastor,  officiated. — Reporter. 

TORRY— ARNOLD.  Mr.  C.  Terry  and 
Miss  Beatrice  Arnold,  of  Bridgeville,  Miss., 
were  married  on  Easter  Sunday,  April  17. 
The  bride  is  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Lizzie 
Arnold,  of  Terry,  Miss.  Mr.  C.  Terry  is  the 
son  of  Mr.  C.  T.  Terry,  of  Crystal  Springs, 
Miss.,  one  of  the  county’s  most  prominent 
farmers.  This  couple  was  united  in  matri¬ 
mony  by  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Cooper,  at  Mt.  Wade 
Baptist  church,  in  the  presence  of  many 
friends.  We  wish  for  them  long  life  and 
happiness.— Mrs.  S.  E.  Rice,  Reporter. 

WASHINGTON— BARNUM.  On  May  4, 
1927,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Washington  and  Miss 
Florence  Barnum  were  united  in  holy  wed¬ 
lock  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Natchitoches, 
La.  The  bride  is  a  member  of  Asbury  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Rev.  Chas.  An¬ 
derson,  pastor,  officiated. — Reporter. 

Crescent  City  Note 


t  HOCKLEY,  TEXAS 

unday.  May  16,  was  a  high  day  here.  The 
Newton,  district  superintendent, 
jouw  not  be  with  us,  but  sent  the  Rev. 
“•  ^  Williams,  of  Stoneham,  Texas,  to  hold 
our  third  Quarterly  Conference,  who  spared 


MINTER  CITY,  MISS. 

The  Minter  City  charge  held  its  second 
Quarterly  Conference  May  7,  8,  the  Rev.  C. 
W.  Butler  presiding.  The  business  session 
was  well  represented  with  good  reports.  The 
superintendent  preached  two  good  sermons. 
His  text  on  Sunday  night  was  taken  from 
Job  21;  subject,  “What’s  in  it  for  me?”  One 
soul  was  added  to  the  church;  sixty-four  par¬ 
took  of  the  sacrament.  Amount  raised  Sat¬ 
urday  and  Sunday  was  $75;  paid  superin¬ 
tendent  in  full.  The  district  superintendent 
and  pastor  are  well  pleased  with  the  prog¬ 
ress  made. — Alice  A.  Moore,  Reporter. 

SARDIS,  MISS. 

On  April  2,  8  our  first  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  was  held  at  Spring  Hill  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  with  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Rev.  A.  G.  Cole,  presiding.  We  had  a 
fine  quarter  and  quite  a  number  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  were  present  with  good  reports.  Paid 
the  superintendent  in  full.  Raised  In  the 
quarter,  $33.50.  We  are  striving  to  make  a 
round  report  this  year.— Mr?.  B.  A.  Col¬ 
lins,  Reporter. 

TROY,  MO. 

We  have  entered  the  new  Conference  year 
with  renewed  vigor,  and  with  a  greater  am¬ 
bition  in  Kingdom  building.  Our  first  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference  was  held  May  7,  8.  The 


Williams  Chapel. — On  Sunday,  April  24,  at 
11  A.  M.,  our  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  M.  R.  Walker,  preached  a  wonderful 
sermon;  subject,  “Taste.”  Tuesday  night, 
at  eight  o’clock,  the  second  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held.  The  amount  raised  during 
the  quarter  was  $1,618.85.  On  Sunday  night 
the  pastor  preached  an  excellent  sermon; 
subject,  “Peter’s  Faith  In  Christ,”  after  which 
the  communion  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  was 
administered.  We  were  delighted  to  have 
the  Rev.  W.  C.  Haywood,  and  the  Rev.  H. 
Daniel  worship  with  us  on  Tuesday  night. 
Sunday,  May  8,  at  11  A.  M.,  the  Rev.  C.  W. 
Thomas,  of  the  sixth  district,  preached  a 
very  good  sermon;  subject,  “High  Power.” 
At  night  the  program  for  Mothers’  Day  was 
rendered.  An  address,  “Mother’s  Care,”  was 
delivered  by  Dean  R.  B.  Hayes,  of  New 
Orleans  College.  The  attendance  at  Wil¬ 
liams  is  increasing  weekly. — Rev.  J.  Wesley 
Turner,  Pastor;  Miss  Elsie  C.  Charles,  Re¬ 
porter. 


Obituaries 


ANGELO — Mr.  Alex  Angelo,  a  member  of 
Bentley  Chapel  Church,  Hattiesburg,  Miss., 
died  February  10,  1927.  Bro.  Angelo  was 
H  faithful  worker  to  every  post  of  duty.  He 
leaves  a  devoted  wife,  mother,  two  sisters, 
two  brothers,  and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn 
his  passing.  He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  C.  H.  Hill,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  D.  F. 
Dudley.  The  remains  were  sent  to  his  home, 
Vaughns,  Miss. — Miss  A.  McGrew,  Reporter. 

BARNES — Sister  Leola  Barnes  died  March 
19,  1927,  in  Dublin,  Ga.  She  was  a  member 
of  Howard  Chape]  Methodist  Episcopal 
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Church,  and  vftM  a  conslatent  CJulatlan,  a  de¬ 
voted  wife,  and  loving  mother.  She  wifi  be 
dtlMed  In  the  community,  church,  and  home. 
Xhe  cbnrdi.  loses  one.qf  its  stanndi  members. 
She  leaves  to  mourn  Mr  passing  a  devoted 
hiuband,  two  children,  and  two  brothers.  The 
funeral  was  largely  attended,  and  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Wallace,  her  pas¬ 
tor. — ^Annle  Mae  Robinson,  Reporter. 

LEDBETTER — Sister  Lucy  Ledbetter,  one 
of  Wright’s  Chapel,  Crawford,  Miss.,  oldest 
members,  departed  this  life  February  12, 

Sister  Led- 
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1927.  she  was  ill  for  five  weeks, 
better  was  sixty-flve  years  of  age;  having 
lost  her  sight  over  five  years  ago,  she  went 
to  live  wim  her  brother,  E.  Johnson,  who 
with  his  family  made  things  comfortable  and 
pleasant  for  her.  The  church  has  lost  a  good 
member.  She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  two 
brothers,  two  grandsons,  one  niece.  She  was 

buried  in  Snow  Hill  C^etery.  The  funeral  relatives,  and  many  friends.  The  funeral 
was  preached  by  her  district  simerintendent,  services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  James 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Tidhert. — J.  H.  Jennings,  Re-  McKnight  at  Wesley  Chapd  Methodist  Epis- 
porter.  copal  Church,  Sturgeon. — Reporter. 

McDADE — Amelia  Elder  McDade,  a  loyal  WRIGHT — Bro.  John  W.  Wright  was  horn 
and  faithful  member  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  in  Lexington,  Miss.,  was  converted  and  ioined 
Episcopal  Church  of  Moss  Point,  Miss.,  St.  Stephen  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  brothers,  as  well  as  the 'friends,  Mrs.  Yaaoo  City,  Miss.,  under  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Hous- 
passed  to  the  neat  beyond  Friday,  March  4,  ton,  over  thirty  years  ago.  He  was  married 
1927,  after  a  long  illness.  She  was  a  Ufe-  to  Miss  Celedia  Davis,  to  which  union  were 
long  member  of  the  same  church,  having  bom  three  boys  and  one  girl,  all  of  whom 

survive  him.  In  the  latter  part  of  December, 
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Joined  the  church  at  an  early  age.  Sister 
McDade  was  loved  by  all  who  knew  her.  She 
bore  her  illness  with  patience.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  S<  Q. 

Roberts,  Sunday,  March  6,  1927,  at  8  P.  M. 

She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing  a  father, 
five  sisters,  two  brothers,  a  host  of  relatives 
and  friends.  Her  body  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  city  cemetery,  amid  a  beautiful  mound 
of  flowers. — Ariel  Hawkins,  Reporter. 

MEEK — Bro.  Relyea  Meek  was  born  in 
Marshall,  Texas,  January  7,  1898.  He  was 
reared  in  the  church  by  his  parents.  Prof.  E. 

J.  and  Lucy  Meek.  When  he  reached  school  and  District  Secretaries  of  The  Woman’s 
age,  be  attended  the  public  schools  of  Home  Missionary  Society,  Central  Missouri 
Marshall  under  Prof.  Pemberton,'  then  en-  Conference — Dear  Sisters:  Thh  time  is  fast 
tered  Wll^  Ckfilege.  Bro.  Meek  entered  approaching  for  the  convening  of  our  Dis- 
Tuskegee  Institute  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  trict  Meeting,  to  be  held  at  Carthage,  with 
volunteered  for  service  in  the  Signal  Corps  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Payton,  pastor.  We  expect 
at  the  age  at  eighteen,  leaving  Tuskegee  in  every  auxiliary  to  be  represented  with  dues 
his  senior  year,  but  was  given  ^  diploma  as  and  reports.  Now,  sisters,  let  us  all  help 
a  nrark  of  merit.  He  entered  Camp  Meade,  to  put  over  the  program  of  The  Woman’s 
was  sent  overseas,  remained  in  the  service  Home  Missionary  Society  this  year.  We  are 
eighteen  months,  and  then  returned  to  Amer-  looking  forward  to  a  successful  meeting,  and 
ica.  Eager  for  more  advanced  work,  he  en-  '  we  are  asking  the  local  president  of  each 
tered  Chicago  University  and  completed  his'  auxiliary  for  their  support,  with  the  aid  of 
course  in  electrical  engineering.  He  entered  the  pastor. — S.  A.  Abbott,  District  Presi- 
Columbia  University  for  more  advanced  ^ent. 
work.  He  took  up  electro-chemistry,  studied 

French  and  Spanish;  after  this  he  was  trans-  OpCClfll  J^OXlC6S| 

Terminal  post  oflice.  The  address  of  Rev.  S.  S.  Earles,  district 

th.  j?®  superintendent  Alexandria  District,  has  been 

^e  time  of  hta  death,  March  8,  1927.  Bro.  chang^sd  from  2076  Mason  Street,  to  2302 
Meek  was  a  fine  and  exemplary  man.  The  Houston  Street,  Alexandria,  La. 
funeral  services  were  conducted  from  Union 

Church,  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  O.  'Williams  officiat-  Hattie  Hall,  of  Hattiesburg,  Miss., 

ing.  There  was  a  large  number  of  relatives  •^he  Conference  treasurer  of  the  Mississippi 
and  friends  present  to  mourn  their  loss. —  Conference,  underwent  an  operation  on 
H.  B.  Pemberton,  Reporter.  Wednesday  morning.  May  26,  at  Flint-Good- 

cMT'Tu  u  1  J  ,  o  ridge  Hospital.  I^e  is  doing  nicely,  and 

SMITH  Death  has  ^^ited  our  ranks  and  be  glad  to  hear  from  her  friends, 

we  pause  to  consider.  Mrs.  Lucy  Jane  Smith, 

a  loyal  member  of  Eleventh  Street  Methodist  We  wish  to  ask  the  prayers  of  all  Christian 
Episcopal  Church,  Columbus,  Ohio,  passed  friends  for  the  recovery  of  our  husband  and 
from  labor  to  reward  February  28,  1927,  at  father,  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Millsap,  who  is  now 
the  residence  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Henrietta  i"  f**®  Charity  Hospital,  suffering  from  an 
Brooks,  967  Elliott  Street.  Sister  Smith  was  operation,  which  was  performed  May  28, 
a  charter  member  of  Eleventh  Street  Church.  1827. — Mrs.  E.  J.  Millsap,  Jr.,  J.  B.  F.  Mill- 
She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  one  daughter,  ®®P' 

^o  sisters,  one  brirthw,  and  a  host  of  friends.  We  desire  the  prayers  of  the  Christian 
Her  funeru  wm  Mid  at  the  above  church,  friends  for  the  recovery  of  Mrs.  Emma  J. 
February  28,  the  Rev.  John  W.  Chinn  oflS-  Montgomery,  wife  of  W.  M.  Montgomery, 
elating.  M.  E.  Chinn,  Reporter.  a  faithful  member  of  Bethlehem  Methodist 

WINN— Bro.  Benjamin  Winn  departed  this  Episcopal  Church,  Talladega,  Ala.,  also  sec- 
life  January  26,  1927,  at  his  home  in  Sturgeon,  at  church  and  Ladies  Aid  P«8i- 

Mo.  He  was  born  in  Boone  County,  Mo.  She  is  now  in  the  Talladega  Hospital, 

and  was  married  to  Miss  Elsie  Jane  Ritchie  “P'^^ti^-  The 

in  December,  1874.  He  had  been  a  faithful  is  the  pastor, 

officer  and  member  of  Wesley  Chapel  Meth-  Brethren  and  Friends  of  the  'Vicksburg 
odist  Episcopal  Church  of  Sturgeon  Bay  tor  District:  We  have  had  ouf  struggles  and 
forty  years,  making  many  sacrifices  for  the  trials  in  the  past  few  months,  so  many  we 
cause  of  Christ.  Bro.  'Winn  was  loved  and  cannot  count  them.  Can  we  afford  to  stop 
honored  as  a  citixen,  friend,  and  neirtbor,  as  here  and  give  over  to  these  trials?  No,  not 
well  as  a  leader  In  spiritual  wqrk.  He  leaves  if  we  expect  to  win  the  prise.  We  preach 
to  mourn  their  loss  a  loving  wife,  three  chll-  faithfulness  will  give  us  the  crown.  Now, 
dren,  one  son-in-law,  three  brothers,  other  let  each  pastor,  local  preacher,  class  leader. 
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Or  Snuff  Habit 


and  auxiliary  president  get  busy  and  bring 
up  the  arrears  to  the  District  Confe’rence, 
July  27-81,  at  Bolton.  Remember,  we  prom¬ 
ised  to  go  ahead  of  last  year’s  work,  and  if 
we  count  ourselves  with  the  pronessives,  we 
will  go  anway,  though  our  trials  are  man)^ 
Push  all  claims;  Area  Council  expense  mua 
be  looked  after.  Let  each  pastor  bring  uf 
his  full  quota.  Have  each  Ladies’  Aid,  Ep- 
worth  league,  Sunday  school.  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society,  and  similar  aux¬ 
iliaries  report  nothing  less  than  $6.  We  must 
take  care  of  all  cladms — Pension  and  Relief, 
Episcopal  Fund,  and  General  Conference  ex¬ 
penses.  Since  we  fell  short  of  our  quota 
for  World  Service,  let  us  get  busy;  do  all 
you  can  to  report  nothing  less  than  $60  from 
each  charge.  This  will  help  us  to  take  care 
of  the  claims  we  have  before  us.  I  am  ask¬ 
ing  each  pastor  to  bring  ten  subscriptions 
for  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate. 
Let  us  pray,  work,  and  pay  that  we  wiil  do 
our  whole  for  the  church  and  for  our  God. 
God  is  depending  upon  us.  Let  us  not  dis¬ 
appoint  Him.  Come  to  report  the  souis  you 
have  brought  into  the  Kingdom,  not  merely 
those  you  nave  reclaimed,  but  those  you  have 
received  by  conversion  as  well.  I  am  pmy* 
ing  daily  for  your  success. — ^Yours  in  Hh 
name,  J.  R.  Ross,  Dist.  Supt. 


Inquiry 

The  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Smith,  treasurer  of 
board  of  stewards  of  the  Central  Missofl 
Conference,  wishes  very  much  to  know  w 
address  of  Sister  Emma  Dorsey,  a  Conference 
claimant  in  this  Conference.  Kindly  address 
me  at  Troy,  Mo.,  Box  231. 
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Why  Should  the  Denominational 

College  Live  ? 


I.  It  is  the  standard  of  American  educa' 
tion,  and  has  maintained  it. 


12.  It  believes  that  the  words  of  Jesus  and 
Paul  should  be  studied,  as  well  as  those  of 
Socrates  and  Plato. 


2.  It  is  the  mother  of  college  presidents 
and  America’s  most  prominent  educators. 


13.  It  believes  that  teachers  of  youth 
should  know  the  truth. 


3.  It  is  the  college  which  has  furnished 
the  church  with  its  ministry,  been  tested 
in  two  wars,  and  not  found  wanting. 

4.  Its  form  of  government  is  truly  Amer¬ 
ican  and  free  from  politics. 


14.  It  is  an  institution  bom  of  sound  doc¬ 
trine,  and  fostered  by  those  who  have  a 
vital  faith. 


15.  Its  educational  work  has  been  done 
for  less  money  than  that  of  any  other 
agency.  It  is  the  greatest  tax-saving  insti¬ 
tution  in  the  State. 


5.  It  is  thoroughly  Christian,  yet  free 
from  bigotry. 


6.  Its  scientific  departments  are  manned 
by  scholarly,  Christian  men. 


16.  It  gives  the  greatest  return  to  the 
country  of  any  philanthropic  investment 
known  to  Christian  people. 


7.  It  is  free  from  that  irreligious  sectari¬ 
anism  which  denies  a  place  to  the  Bible  in 
the  curriculum  of  study. 


17.  lit  is  the  safest  investment  of  Chris 
tian  money  known  to  the  church. 


8.  It  believes  in  a  philosophy  which  holds 
to  a  personal  God,  a  divine  Christ,  an  im¬ 
mortal  soul,  and  an  imperative  duty. 

9.  It  is  free  from  agnosticism  and  panthe¬ 
ism,  the  greatest  foe  of  Christian  truth. 


18.  Its  trustees  are  consecrated  Christian 


men. 


19.  Its  students,  coming  from  the  best 
Christian  homes,  help  to  create  a  clean, 
strong,  collegiate  life. 


10.  Fundamental  in  its  curriculum  is  love 
'for  truth.  It  does  not  prejudice  the  stu¬ 
dent  against  the  truth  of  revelation  by  re¬ 
fusing  it  a  place  in  the  curriculum. 


20.  Its  students  are  taught  to  live  eco 
nomically,  to  think  rightly,  and  to  act  no 
bly. 


II.  It  believes  that  the  formative  element 
in  history  is  Christianity,  and  that  any  cur¬ 
riculum  is  defective  which  fails  to  teach  it. 


21.  Its  product  is  the  well-trained,  accom¬ 
plished  Christian  citizen. — Herald  and  Pres 
byter. 
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The  Christian  Quest 

Youth  and  Jesus*  Way  of  Life 

By  Percy  R.  Hayward 

Forty  denominations,  fifty-six  State 
and  provincial  councils  of  religious  ed¬ 
ucation,  and  «  nnmber  of  other  agencies 
have  Joined  forces  to  develop  co-operativdy 
a  church  pronam  for  youth.  The  following 
facts  set  forth  briefly  toe  important  elements 
in  this  enterprise: 

li  Th0  proffram  mattridU  hao0  bseu  eo- 
op0ratio0tjf  er0at0d  by  a  Committee  of  the 
International  CpuncU  of  Religious  Educa¬ 
tion.  The  council  represents  forty  denomina¬ 
tions  and  fifty-six  State  and  provincial  coun¬ 
cils  of  religious  education  in  a  co-operative 
enterprise.  On  the  committee,  in  addition  to 
workers  from  these  agencies,  are  also  leaders 
whose  fields  are  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  Y.  W. 

C.  A.,  and  several  outstanding  young  people’s 
society  movements.  While  these  leaders  do 
not  commit  their  organisations  officially,  their 
wide  and  varied  experience  contributes  much 
to  the  work  of  the  committee. 

2.  Th0  fnat0rtal0  hmp0  6s««  rsotewsd  crit¬ 
ically  and  eon0truetiD0ly  by  126  leaders  of 
youth  and  other  religions  educators  in  all 
parts  of  North  America.  They  are  thus  the 
product  of  no  single  mind  or  group  of  minds. 

8.  TAcy  haV0  been  co-operotioely  approv0d. 

The  Young  People’s  Work  Professional  Ad- 
visoiy  Section  of  the  CouncU,  the  Committee 
on  Education,  and  finally  the  International 
Council  itself,  at  their  February  meetings, 
adopted  and  approved  it. 

4.  Youth  itsAf  has  sharsd  in  tAe  enter¬ 
prise.  The  name  to  be  used  in  connection 
with  these  materials  is  “The  Christian  ^est,” 
with  the  subtitle,  “Youth  and  Jesus’  Way  of 
Life.”  This  name  was  chosen  by  the  com¬ 
mittee,  not  alone  in  the  isolation  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  room,  but  only  after  taking  into  ac¬ 
count  the  results  of  a  vote  among  8,200  youth  prehensive  program  by  which  to  bind  together 
between  twelve  and  twenty-three  years  of  the  various  youth  organizations  used  by  the 
age,  of  all  communions,  from  all  over  the  church. 

continent,  in  a  cross-section  of  the  young  life  (2)  Other  leaders  will  want  to  provide  one 
of  the  church.  organization  for  each  age-group,  this  age- 

6.  TAs  program  matericds  toUl  be  issued  m  group  organization  to  carry  an  all-round  pro¬ 
loose  leaf  form  and  will  be  eo-operatioely  gram. 

published.  They  will  be  in  print  about  June  These  materials  are  designed  to  fit  either 
16,  tor  use  in  summer  schools  and  camps,  situation. 

The  materials  issued  this  year  will  be  for  8.  These  program  materials  will  be  the  basis 
leaders  only;  the  committee  is  already  at  of  courses  in  summer  schools  and  camps  this 
work  upon  further  materials  for  leaders  and  summer  and  will  thus  be  introduced  to  lead- 
on  other  materials  for  youth  for  issue  next  ers  of  youth.  Next  fall  they  will  be  used  in 

the  local  church  and  community.  A  series 
6.  These  program  materials  are  not  built  of  State,  provincial,  and  denominational 
upon  an  antagonistic  attitude  to  any  organi-  young  people’s  conferences  will  begin  early  in 
ration  now  serving  vouth.  They  offer,  on  the  the  fall,  carrying  the  theme,  “The  Christian 
contrary,  a  comprehensive  program  that  can  Quest,”  and  thus  intr^ucing  the  materials 
be  used  in  any  organiz^ion.  to  young  people  themselves. 

_  7.  These  materials  will  be  used  mostly  in  9.  Fuller  information  can  be  secured  by 
either  of  two  ways:  writing  Dr.  M.  J.  Trenery,  740  Rush  Street, 

(1)  Some  leaders  will  find  in  them  a  com-  Chicago,  Ill. 


Were  Our  Ancestors  Jungle  Folk? 

Flashing  Human  Pictures  of  West  African  Nations 

By  Drusilla  Dunjee  Houston 

Department  of  Research  in  Negro  History  of  the  Associated  Negro  Press 

Let  us  look  into  Africa,  through  the  eyes  of  Africans  and  many  kinds  of  dispositions. 
.  of  friendly  yet  reliable  explorers.  American  Negroes  came  from  all  parts  of 
These  men  saw  the  last  expiring  evi-  Africa,  and  are  allied  to  all  of  these  different 
draces  of  the  mighty  drama  Ethiopians  had  strains  that  I  shall  describe.  This 
pUyed  out  in  primitive  ages.  The  story  of  photoplay  will  answer  the  questions  so  often 
their  deeds  remain  in  the  myths  and  legends  asked,  and  never  convincingly  answered,  as 
of  all  the  nations  of  historic  times.*  The  to  which  is  the  most  natnridly  intelligent — 
first  of  these  writers  to  attract  world  atten-  the  black,  brown,  or  mulatto  Negroes;  the 
tion  was  Mongo  Park,  sent  out  by  a  geo-  full-featured  stoA  or  those  of  sharper  fea- 
graphical  society  of  England.  He  visited  tures.  All  of  this  can  be  answered  by  study 
West  Africa  wbra  the  slave  trade  was  being  of  the  natural  types  in  Africa, 
ind^ged  in  for  profit  by  the  kings  and  queens  Among  the  most  progressive  of  the  West 
of  European  naticms.  African  famUies  are  the  Mandingoes.  They 

In  his  travels  in  1796  he  found  many  types  are  a  full-featured,  taU,  black  tjrpe,  and  in 

-  many  ways  are  superior  to  the  other  naticms 

•Foe  hktorle  prooCi,  mo  “WoBderfnl  Ethio-  surrounding  them.  We  have  this  large,  full- 
piaaa,”  VoL  n.  lipped,  flat-nosed,  good-natured  black  man 

A 


Quest 

The  lesser  quests  are  in  the  xoorld  of 
matter — the  quest  of  the  flower  turning 
to  the  sun,  of  the  chemical  unit  for  its 
predestined  mate,  and  of  the  planet  for 
the  far-separated  but  certain  stages  in  its 
vast  but  certain  path. 

The  greater  quests  are  in  the  Aearf  of 
man — his  quest  for  the  mastery  of  matter; 
for  what  lies  always  beyond  his  frontier; 
for  all  that  science  can  reveal;  for  spirit¬ 
ual  achievement;  for  the  mgg^  pathway 
of  the  prophet,  the  mart^,  and  the  con¬ 
structive  rebel;  for  mippiness,  even 
though  he  mistakenly  seek  it  on  the  path 
of  sin  and  crime;  for  the  meaning  of  life; 
and  his  quest,  everywhere  and  always,  for 
God. 

TAs  greater  quests  are  also  in  the  heart 
of  Ood — His  creation  of  a  universe  that 
would  reveal  His  will;  His  sense  of  in¬ 
completeness  that  led  Him  to  the  making 
of  man  as  His  child  in  His  own  image; 
His  eternal  search  for  men  of  spiritual 
insight  and  of  moral  power;  and,  greatest 
of  all,  in  the  incarnation  itself.  His  quest 
for  human  fellowship. 

The  greatest  quest  is  in  a  unity  of  pur¬ 
pose  that  lies  both  in  the  heart  of  man 
and  in  the  heart  of  God— a  united  quest 
for  a  new  and  better  world  that  shall  come 
because  these  two  are  workers  together; 
for  the  Kingdom  itself,  and  for  a  city 
whose  builder  and  maker  is  God. 


in  America,  and  we  do  not  fully  value  the 
genhia  and  goodoess  in  them.  It  will  be  well 
worth  our  while  to  study  the  Mandlngo.  In 
the  seboolroom  I  often  fonnd  them  to  be  an 
intelligent  and  heroic  type. 

Mrs.  Mary  Betbune  and  Miss  Nannie  Bor- 
roughs  are  splendid  representatives  in  Am^ 
ica  of  what  the  Mandlngo  can  do.  To  thbse 
who  love  and  understaro  black  people  they 
are  handsome  types.  To  admire  keen  features 
is  THINKING  WHITE.  In  West  Africa, 
Mandingoes  have  a  government  with  a  king, 
and  an  assembly  of  principal  men  and  elders. 
The  king  is  directed  by  their  counsels.  T^ 
is  the  old  Greek  and  Roman  form  gained 
from  Cushites  and  adopted  by  the  world. 

In  disposition  Mandingoes  are  mild,  so¬ 
ciable,  and  obliging.  They  dress  in  cotton 
clothes  of  their  own  manufacture.  One  of 
the  flrst  lessons  of  the  Mandlngo  mother  to 
her  child  is  the  practice  of  truth.  Mandingoes 
do  not  dance;  thev  consider  it  heathenish. 
These  Africans  wiU  sooner  forgive  a  blow 
than  a  term  of  reproach  against  their  ances¬ 
tors.  “Strike  me,  but  do  not  curse  my 
mother,”  is  an  expression  common  among 
slaves. 

.  Walts,  the  great  German  anthropologist, 
in  1869,  coming  among  these  people  and 
studying  them  with  an  unprejudiced  eye,  said 
that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  America 
at  that  time  were  considerably  behind  these 
Africans  in  both  material  and  intellectual 
attainments.  When  we  have  shown  you  the 
true  picture  of  West  African  life,  you  will 
agree  that  his  estimate  was  true.  As  Dowd 
says,  “European  intervention  has  tended  to 
demoralize  and  destroy  the  native  industries 
as  they  originally  existed.” 

In  the  higher  family  life  among  these  peo¬ 
ple  the  houses  have  ten  or  more  rooms.  I^me 
are  two  stories  with  hinged  doors  and  win¬ 
dows.  They  have  a  gallery  all  around  to 
keep  out  the  sun.  Mandingoes  have  pro¬ 
fessional  expounders  of  law.  A  mistress  of 
the  street  srttles  disputes  among  the  women. 
Mandingoes  have  large,  well-developed  brains. 
They  grasp  the  abstract  as  proved  by  their 
maxims.  Numerous  wellrattended  schools  are 
ammig  them. 

Personal  and  General 

— Announcement  has  been  made  by  Mrs. 
Wilbur  McCann,  of  Baltimore,  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  her  daughter,  Sara  Elisabeth,  of 
Madras,  India,  to  the  Rev.  Walter  Alfred 
Mueller,  on  Saturday,  May  28,  in  Tokyo, 
Japan.  The  marriage  ceremony  was  per¬ 
formed  by  Bishop  Welch  and  Dr.  Ralph  E. 
Diffendorfer.  Mr.  Mueller,  who  has  been  in 
India  for  several  years  as  secretary  of  the 
World  Service  Council,  is  now  returning  to 
the  United  States  as  secretary  to  Dr.  Diffen¬ 
dorfer.  His  bride  has  been  a  missionary  of 
The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  in 
Madras. 
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Flood  Disaster 

To  THOSE  who  know  the  history  of  the  section, 
its  spirit  and  general  attitude  toward  the  Negro, 
it  is  not  surprising  to  hear  the  current  reports  of 
how  Negroes  of  the  flood  area,  victims  of  the  nation’s 
most  horrible  disaster,  are  being  treated  And  maltreated 
by  those  local  agencies  that  are  administerinir  flood  “re¬ 
lief.” 

Observers  are  telling  harrowing  tales  that  leave  in 
the  public  mind  little  doubt  but  that  in  addition  to  other 
indignities  and  cruelties  inflicted,  the  deprivations  and 
sufferings  of  these  multiplied  scores  of  thousands  of 
Negroes  are  being  capitalized  by  interested  parties  to 
swell  the  coffers  of  those  landed  barons  who  are  continu- 
ing  the  old  industrial  order  and  methods  of  slavery  days. 
Mr.  Hoover,  of  course,  denies  the  charges  of  such  abuses. 
And  probably  he  is  honest  in  his  position.  The  country, 
we  think,  justly  confldes  in  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Hoover. 
Despite  the  thousand-and-one  avenues  of  information  and 
investigation  open  to  him,  he  cannot  possibly  know  the 
facts  in  the  case,  or  all  the  elements  entering  into  the 
situation,  as  disinterestedly  as  do  those  investigators  of 
our  group  who  have  given  out  to  the  world  those  “inside” 
facts  which  have  percolated  through  the  Negro  press  with 
such  persistency  during  recent  days. 

Writing  under  his  personal  signature,  a  staff  corre¬ 
spondent  of  the  Chicago  Defender  calls  attention  to  a 
news  release  over  the  signed  statement  of  Relief  Chair¬ 
man  W.  A.  Percy,  son  of  ex-Senator  Percy,  of  Missis¬ 
sippi,  as  follows: 

1.  No  rations  will  be  issued  to  Greenville  Negro  women  and 
children  unless  there  is  a  man  in  the  family,  which  fact  must  be 
certified  to  by  a  white  person. 

2.  No  Negro  men  in  Greenville,  nor  their  families,  will  be  ra¬ 
tioned  unless  the  men  join  the  labor  gang  or  are  employed. 

8.  Negro  men  employed  at  $1  a  day  have  the  right  to  rations 
if  they  have  families.  Those  drawing  a  higher  wage  are  not  en¬ 
titled  to  be  rationed. 

4.  All  employers  of  Negroes  should  give  their  employees  a  new 
ticket,  showing  where  they  are  working,  marked  with  the  date 
it  is  issued,  showing  the  number  in  their  families,  and  whether  they 
are  being  paid  more  than  $1  a  day.  It  would  greatly  facilitate 
our  check  if  they  furnish  a  list  of  their  colored  employees  to  E. 
D.  Davis. 

5.  All  employers  who  can  afford  to  pay  the  normal  wage  should 
do  so  and  take  the  burden  of  feeding  their  labor  off  the  Red  Cross. 

6.  Greenville  Negro  men  not  employed  on  the  levee  will  be  given 
labor  tickets,  which  will  be  punched  each  day  they  labor. 

7.  Every  three  days  rations  for  three  days  will  be  issued  to 
Negro  men  whose  tickets  show  they  are  entitied  to  rations. 

No  less  revolting  are  the  disclosures  made  through 
the  National  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People,  by  their  special  investigator  of  these  flood  ir- 
regularities.  Walter  White  is  known  from  coast  to  coast 
as  a  careful  and  critical  observer  of  social  conditions. 
He  is  an  unbiased  searcher  for  cold,  bare  fact  unmixed 


Commercialized 

with  sentimentalism.  He  is  a  man  of  integrity.  We 
have  known  him  personally  for  years,  and  have  implicit 
confldence  in  any  report  that  he  would  make  concern¬ 
ing  flood  conditions. 

Sent  by  his  organization  on  a  tour  of  investigation 
of  flood  conditions,  Mr.  White  visited  such  centers  of 
population  and  relief  activity  as  Memphis,  Vicksburg, 
New  Orleans,  Jackson,  and  found  that  Negroes  were 
brutally  treated,  being  forced  to  work  on  levees  at  the 
point  of  guns  in  the  hands  of  soldiers  and  civilians; 
that  supplies,  even  food,  was  being  sold  to  Negroes  and 
charged  against  their  accounts  as  tenants;  that  in  many 
refugee  camps,  Negroes  are  released  only  to  the  land¬ 
lords,  from  whose  plantation  they  had  refugeed,  and 
then,  only  on  written  consent  or  personal  requesit  of  such 
landlords ;  that  Negroes  are  sent  back  against  their  wills 
to  many  of  the  plantations,  some  of  them  prefering  death 
rather  than  submission  to  the  brutality  administered  them 
on  such  plantations. 

Ample  authoritative  evidence  from  high  oflScial  rep¬ 
resentatives  also  substantiates  Mr.  White’s  charges. 

“In  many  refugee  camps,”  says  he,  “Negroes  are  released  only 
to  their’  landlords  and  are  sent  back  to  the  plantation  from  which 
they  came.  This  fact  was  confirmed  to  me  by  General  Curtis  T. 
Green,  commanding  officer  at  Vicksburg  of  the  Mississippi  National 
Guard  troops,  who  are  keeping  order  in  the  area  covering  registra¬ 
tion  from  parts  of  Sunflower,  Bolivar,  Yazoo,  Warren,  and  Holmes 
Counties,  and  all  of  Issaquena,  Sharkey,  Washington,  and  Humph¬ 
reys  Counties.  General  Green  told  me  that  plantation  owners  come 
to  the  camps  to  pick  out  ‘their  Negroes’  and  that  labor  agents  are 
kept  from  the  camps,  ‘no  man  being  permitted  to  talk  to  any  other 
but  his  own  Negroes.’ 

‘JThe  extent  of  virtual  imprisonment  of  Negro  flood  sufferers  to 
prevent  escape  from  the  plantation  areas  is  attested  in  a  despatch 
from  Cleveland,  Miss.,  published  in  the  Vicksburg  Evening  Post 
of  May  5,  in  which  it  is  stated:  A  meeting  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Citizens’  Relief  Committee  was  held  jointly  with  J.  C. 
McMullen,  director-in-charge  of  Red  Cross  relief  work  here.  The 
matter  of  parties,  covering  a  wide  range  of  the  delta  section  not 
overflowed,  coming  to  Cleveland  with  the  view  and  purpose  of  be¬ 
ing  permitted  to  remove  families  from  the  camp  and  place  them 
on  their  own  plantations,  was  thoroughly  discussed  and  considered, 
with  the  result  that  the  matter  of  releasing  families  or  individuals 
to  parties  other  than  the  one  with  whom  they  have  previously  con¬ 
tracted  for  the  year,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  V.  W.  Thomas. 
Mr.  Thomas  was  instructed  by  the  committee  not  to  release  any  fam¬ 
ily  or  persons  from  the  camp  except  on  written  consent  of  the  land¬ 
lord  from  whose  plantation  the  laborers  came,  or  on  the  personal 
request  or  authorization  of  the  landlords. 

“At  a  number  of  camps  I  was  told  of  Negroes  eluding  guards 
and  escaping,  preferring  to  forego  food,  shelter,  clothing,  and 
medical  attention  rather  than  go  back  to  the  plantations  from 
which  the  flood  waters  had  driven  them.  At  some  of  the  camps  the 
Negroes  were  being  taken  out  by  industrial  firms,  being  checked 
in  again  when  their  labors  were  finished.  Most  of  these  men  had 
no  objection  to  working,  even  though  not  paid;  but  they  objected 
to  the  beating,  cursing,  and  kicking  they  had  to  endure. 

V  “There  Wre  also  numerous  instances  of  brutality  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  Negroes  forced  to  work’  on  the  levees  under  the  guns 
of  soldiers  and  even  white  civilians.  In  many  places,  notably  Green¬ 
ville  and  Stop’s  Landing,  Negroes  were  thus  conscripted,  among 
them  being  an  insurance  agent,  and  they  were  kept  at  work  even 
when  it  was  plain  the  levee  would  break. 
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“When  tbe  break  came,  this  insurance  agent  told  me  how  he 
saw  some  forty  or  fifty  Negroes  swept  away  by  the  waters,  pre¬ 
sumably  to  death.  He  managed  to  fight  his  way  back  to  the  levee. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Tuskegee,  married,  with  a  child,  and  entirely 
trustworthy  and  reputable. 

“He  injured  his  foot  in  tiie  break  of  the  levee,  but  was  put  to 
work  on  the  levee  at  Greenville,  being  allowed  to  obtain  treatment 
for  his  injury  only  when  that  levee  gave  way  two  days  later. 

“In  conclusimi  I  will  give  one  more  authorized  quotation  from 
Dr.  Redden,  showing  the  conditions  prevalent  in  the  delta:  Some 
of  the  Negroes  did  not  even  know  that  their  own  bodies  belonged 
to  them.  When  we  sou^t  to  vaccinate  them  they  said  thst  it  could 
be  done  only  after  their  plantation  bosses  gave  their  permission. 
When  S(Mne  of  these  plantation  owners  objected,  we  had  to  tell  them, 
‘Either  you  wlU  permit  vaccination,  or  we  will  stop  relief.’ 

“In  my  talk  with  responsible  heads  of  the  Red  Cross  I  was 
impressed  with  their  attitude  of  fairness  and  impartiality;  but,  of 
course,  individual  subordinates  in  doing  the  work  did  not  always 
act  in  accordance  with  the  expressed  spirit  of  the  Red  Cross.  The 
attention  of  the  central  administration  is  being  called  to  the  com¬ 
plaints.” 

Other  reports  are  current  of  unsanitary  conditions  in 
some  places  where  Negro  quarters  are  made  the  dumping 
ground  for  refuse  and  garbage  from  other  sections ;  of 
lack  of  medical  attention  with  ensuing  epidemics  of 
measles,  typhoid,  mumps,  from  which  those  dying  are 
“cut  open,  filled  with  sand,  and  tossed  into  the  river.*’ 

The  following  story  is  told  as  one  of  a  number  of  in¬ 
sults  to  Negro  womanhood:  “A  near-riot  occurred  on 
the  streets  of  Greenville,  Miss.,  last  week  when  Mrs.  Nan¬ 
nie  Clark  Peters  was  arrested  by  a  policeman  and  thrown 
into  jail  because  she  objected  to  her  husband  being  con¬ 
scripted  and  forced  to  work  on  the  levee.  When  the 
woman  offered  her  disapproval,  the  officer  threatened  to 
knock  her  down.  Several  refugees  standing  near  rushed 
to  her  assistance.  She  was  held  in  custody  all  night. 
Her  husband  is  still  at  work  on  the  levee.  The  Peterses, 
it  is  said,  were  not  forced  to  flee  by  the  flood.  The  water 
did  not  disturb  them  at  their  home  in  Tuxedo  Park.” 
Other  stories  more  revolting  are  told  of  indigmties 
and  violence  to  helpless  womanhood  of  the  Negro  race, 
which  would  seem  incredible  in  some  sections  of  the  nation. 

Mention  is  made  of  these  conditions  not  as  an  indict¬ 
ment  of  the  Red  Cross  relief  administration.  That  body, 
we  believe,  is  doing  its  best  to  relieve  this  national  calam¬ 
ity.  The  irregularities  are  a  disease  of  the  local  mind. 
Those  whom  the  Red  Cross  organization  uses  for  local 
administration  are  less  interested  from  humane  than  from 
motives  of  economic  advantage  for  their  section,  which 
has  always  been  wasteful  of  Negro  manhood.  Why 
should  this  nation  pile  up  millions  of  dollars  for  relief 
to  more  than  a  half  million  disaster-stricken  people  to 
have  these  millions  administered  in  the  inhumane  spirit 
of  master  and  slave,  on  conditions  of  submission  to  en¬ 
forced  labor  and  virtual  peonage.'*  The  situation  is 
grave  and  excites  deep  concern. 

These  betrayers  of  the  gradually  growing  ethical  sense 
which  many  observers  note  emerging  elsewhere  in  the 
Southland  should  not  be  permitted  to  “get  by”  with  their 
scheme  of  Negro  exploitation — especially  when  funds 
nationally  contributed  are  involved  and  when  these 
Negro  sufferers  are  American  citizens,  some  of  whose 
families  have  loved  ones  sleeping  in  Flanders  fields.  The 
sooner  this  exploiting  type  of  Southern  sentiment  is 
estopped,  not  being  cajoled  by  other  sections,  the  sooner 
that  better  section  of  Southern  sentiment  seeking  expres¬ 
sion,  will  rise  into  the  ascendency  in  Southern  counsels, 
and  thereby  reinforce  our  democratic  Americanism. 

Moreover,  the  Negro  will  not  much  longer  tolerate 


the  ruthless  overbearing  attitude  indulged  in  by  that  type 
of  Southerner  who  regards  him  as  a  mere  object  to  be  in¬ 
sulted,  exploited,  and  enslaved.  Enlightened,  ethical  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  must  hasten  to  leaven  this  blind  lump  of 
Southern  tradition  and  policy  that  seems  bent  on  mal¬ 
treating  the  Negro.  Times  have  changed.  The  con¬ 
sciousness  of  the  Negro  has  within  it  a  different  content 
from  that  of  even  a  decade  ago.  He  is  thinking  himself 
out  into  social,  economic,  and  political  freedom.  To  take 
advantage  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  helpless  Negroes 
in  time  of  their  calamity  may  cause  a  few  currents  of 
back-wash,  but  will  not  contribute  eventually  to  the  in¬ 
tended  purpose  of  the  perpetrators  of  so  monstrous  a 
social  crime.  In  this,  as  in  all  matters  of  interracial  con¬ 
tacts,  the  South  should  heed  the  preachment  of  the  great 
Georgian,  Henry  W.  Grady: 

“Let  us  give  the  Negro  his  uttermost  rights,  and  measure  out 
justice  to  him  in  that  fulness  the  strong  should  always  give  the  weak. 
Let  us  educate  him  that  he  may  be  a  better,  a  broader  and  more 
enlightened  man.  .  .  .  And  let  us  remember  this — that  whatever 
wrong  we  put  on  him  shall  return  to  punish  us.  Whatever  we  take 
from  him  in  violence,  that  is  unworthy  and  shall  not  endure.  .  .  . 
But  what  we  win  from  him  in  sympathy  and  affection,  what  we  gain 
in  his  confiding  allegiance  and  confirm  in  his  awakening  judgment, 
that  is  precious  and  shall  endure — and  out  of  it  shall  come  healing 
and  peace.” 

Fortunately,  at  this  juncture,  the  Government, 
through  Mr.  Hoover,  has  taken  the  wise  step  to  create 
confidence  in  the  Negroes  of  the  country  that  fair  play 
is  intended  by  the  nation  toward  her  suffering  citizens. 
A  representative  commission  of  colored  citizens  has  been 
created  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Red  Cross  and 
the  Mississippi  Flood  Commission.  Provided  this  com¬ 
mission  will  be  dealt  with  in  good  faith  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  all  fears  as  to  the  fair  treatment  of  Negro  flood 
sufferers  may  now  be  set  at  rest.  We  know  every  man 
of  the  commission,  and  are  confident  he  will  give  to  the 
nation  at  this  calamitous  hour  the  best  service  in  him 
to  see  that  this  flood  disaster  shall  not  be  capitalized 
and  commercialized  against  the  half  million  unfortunate 
victims.  Their  report  with  recommendations  will  be  avail¬ 
able  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Members  of  the  commission  appointed  thus  far  in¬ 
clude  Dr.  Robert  R.  Moton,  chairman;  Bishop  Robert 
E.  Jones,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  president; 
Joseph  S.  Clark,  of  Southern  University,  Miss. ;  Eva 
Bowles,  national  secretary  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  New  York ; 
Thomas  Hayes,  president  of  the  Solvent  Savings  Bank, 
Memphis;  Eugene  Kinckle  Jones,  executive  secretary  of 
the  National  Urban  League;  Dr.  S.  D.  Redmond,  Mis¬ 
sissippi;  Dr.  J.  B.  Martin,  Memphis;  Jesse  C.  Thomas, 
Atlanta ;  Dr.  L.  M.  McCoy,  president  Rust  College ;  Bert 
M.  Roddy,  Memphis;  A.  L.  Holsey,  Tuskegee  Institute, 
Alabama;  Dr.  Roscoc  Brown,  assistant  secretary  Na¬ 
tional  Medical  Association;  Thomas  M.  Campbell,  U.  S. 
Department  Agriculture,  in  charge  of  Mississippi  Valley 
States ;  Miss  F.  C.  Williams,  public  health  expert ;  Mrs. 
John  Hope,  Morehouse  College;  R.  R.  Taylor,  vice-prin¬ 
cipal  Tuskegee ;  and  Claude  A.  Barnett,  of  the  Associated 
Negro  Press. 


— Work  with  a  plan. 

— Sin  seldom  has  an  ugly  face.  { 

— You  look  for  the  print  of  the  nails  in  His  hands,  He 
looks  for  the  callouses  on  yours. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


The  Tragedy  of  Richard  Cory 

The  wide  acclaim  which  Edwin  Arlington  Robin¬ 
son  has  received  this  spring  over  the  publication  of 
his  poem  “Tristam”  has  brought  back  into  remem¬ 
brance  one  of  his  perfect  shorter  poems  “Richard  Cory.” 
This  little  poem  of  just  four  verses  is  remarkable  not  only 
for  its  flawless  form  and  its  compressed  drama,  but  also 
for  the  vivid  way  in  which  it  pictures  one  of  the  great 
liabilities  of  civilization  today.  The  poem  describes  Mr. 
Cory,  a  man  who  was  the  envy  of  everyone  in  the  town 
in  which  he  lived.  He  was  the  product  and  symbol  of  an 
opulent  material  civilization: 

“And  he  was  ricli — yes,  richer  than  a  king — 

And  admirably  schooled  in  every  grace: 

In  line,  we  thought  that  he  was  everything 
To  make  us  wish  that  we  were  in  his  place. 

So  on  we  worked,  and  waited  for  the  light, 

A  ■^**^^®**t  without  the  meat,  and  cursed  the  bread; 

And  Richard  Coiw,  one  calm  summer  night. 

Went  home  and  put  a  bullet  through  his  head.” 

In  possession  of  all  the  things  to  live  on  he  had  no  real 
reason  for  going  on ;  no  high  goal  that  lured  him ;  no  food 
by  which  the  soul  might  live.  His  tragedy  speaks  elo¬ 
quently  of  the  truth  that  neither  an  individual  nor  a  civil¬ 
ization  can  live  on  mechanical  ingenuities.  Life  was 
swallq^ed  up  by  what  should  have  been  its  incidental 
accompaniments.  There  is  a  well  authenticated  instance 
of  a  Methodist  preacher  in  a  Middle  Western  city  who 
planned  a  trip  around  the  world  and  purchased  so  many 
accessories,  such  as  cameras,  baggage,  etc.,  that  he  did 
not  have  enough  money  left  to  make  the  trip.  Individuals 
and  nations  frequently  make  the  same  tragic  mistake. 
The  real  trip  of  life — an  adventure  in  spiritual  growth 
and  achievement — is  lost  in  a  fussy  pre-occupation  with 
things. 

The  term  “half-wit”  is  bandied  about  frequently  in 
these  days,  much  more  frequently  than  it  should  be.  It 
has  become  a  favorite  word  of  contempt,  used  by  those 
who  traffic  largely  in  sneers  and  contempt  for  the  com¬ 
mon  run  of  humanity.  Yet  there  is  a  very  real  sense  in 
which  men  become  half-wits.  We  have  within  us  faculties 
fashioned  for  fellowship  with  God.  Men  who  are  not 
using  their  spiritual  faculties  are,  in  a  real  sense,  half¬ 
wits,  because  they  are  using  only  half  their  wits.  And 
thus  in  a  real  way  a  civilization  intent  only  on  a  mastery 
of  the  material  world  is  a  half-witted  civilization.  The 
end  of  a  half-witted  civilization  is  some  kind  of  a  bullet. 

One  of  the  liabilities  of  our  civilization  is  that  it  may 
be  the  tragedy  of  Richard  Cory. 

Man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone,  or  things  alone,  but 
by  the  words  of  eternal  life ;  words  that  bring  depth  to 
life  s  meaning;  words  that  reveal  the  world  as  more  than 
a  hardware  store,  or  a  smart  clothes  shop,  or  a  glorified 
garage;  a  world  of  personal  relations  with  God  and  a 
spiritual  enterprise. 

Bolshevism  in  China 

AN  editorial  in  The  Christian  Advocate  for  May 
26,  makes  the  charge  both  directly  and  by  infer¬ 
ence  that  the  lectures  of  Harry  F.  Ward,  given  in 
China  in  1926,  were  one  of  the  causes  of  the  Bolshevist 
influence  in  the  Nationalist  party  and  movement  in  China. 
The  sole  evidence  furnished  for  this  astounding  charge  is 


an  unsigned  letter  written  by  a  Chinese  student.  The  rea¬ 
son  for  the  suppression  of  his  name  is  not  given  in  the 
article.  The  letter  from  the  student  indulges  in  rather 
coarse  invective  against  Doctor  Ward,  charging  him  with 
feeding  the  students  “rotten  stuff,”  and  pictures  him  as 
saying  that  “everyone  in  the  Communist  party  is  a  saint.” 

Apparently  no  effort  was  made  to  check  up  this  com¬ 
munication  as  to  the  facts,  by  the  readily  available  testi¬ 
mony  from  responsible  church  leaders  whose  names  do 
not  need  to  be  held  back. 

The  editorial  creates  the  impression  that  Doctor  Ward 
spent  his  time  in  China  disseminating  propaganda  for  the 
Bolshevists.  The  editorial  declares,  “When  an  observer 
like  Bishop  Brown  says  that  the  Nationalist  movement 
has  been  poisoned  it  will  be  well  to  remember  that  some 
of  the  corrupting  ideals  came  from  Moscow  by  way  of 
London  and  New  York.” 

Concerning  the  effect  of  Doctor  Ward’s  lectures  in 
China,  there  is  abundant  testimony  from  men  whose  char¬ 
acter  and  competentness  cannot  be  questioned.  Bishop 
George  R.  Grose,  of  Peking,  writes,  for  instance,  as 
quoted  in  Zion’s  Herald  and  the  California  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate  : 

“Professor  Harry  F.  Ward,  of  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  spent  a  month  in  Peking  lecturing  to  the  stu¬ 
dents  in  Christian  schools  and  government  universities, 
speaking  also  in  groups  of  missionaries  and  in  churches 
on  the  application  of  Christian  principles  to  present-day 
social  and  industrial  conditions  in  the  Orient.  Doctor 
Ward  8  addresses  made  an  important  contribution  to¬ 
ward  steadying  the  student  mind  of  China  at  a  time  when 
many  were  being  swept  off  their  feet  by  radical,  com¬ 
munistic,  and  anti-religious  propagandists.” 

Note  Bishop  Grose’s  careful  words,  “An  important 
contribution  toward  steadying  the  student  mind  of 
China.” 

President  A.  J.  Bowen,  of  Nanking  University,  paid 
this  tribute  to  Doctor  Ward’s  influence:  “Doctor  Ward 
has  done  a  greater  service  to  the  cause  of  Christianity 
than  any  man  who  has  ever  come  from  the  West  to  China 
as  a  lecturer.”  (Quoted  from  The  Christian  Century.) 

Doctor  Ward  went  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  Stu¬ 
dent  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  the  Young 
Women’s  Christian  Association  and  the  National  Chris¬ 
tian  Council  of  China.  From  the  offices  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  comes 
this  statement: 

•  “During  and  following  Professor  Ward’s  trip  through 
China  comments  from  outstanding  American  and  Chinese 
leaders  were  received  that  show  that  his  work  was  held  in 
deep  appreciation.  Professor  Ward  helped  to  save  men 
from  going  to  the  extreme  of  either  radicalism  or  reac¬ 
tion.  No  man,  more  than  he,  deplored  some  of  the  dan¬ 
gerous  tendencies  of  destructive  radicalism  in  China.” 

Other  outstanding  leaders  who  have  given  similar 
testimony  to  Doctor  Ward’s  constructive  influence  are 
Fletcher  Brockman,  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  As¬ 
sociation  in  China,  and  Bishop  Fred  B.  Fisher,  of  India. 
It,  would  prove  very  difficult  to  bow  out  of  court  the 
weight  of  testimony  of  such  men  as  Grose,  Bowen,  Brock¬ 
man,  Fisher.  The  weight  of  their  words  when  placed 
beside  a  Chinese  student’s  unsigned  version  of  one  of 
Doctor  Ward’s  lectures  is  rather  conclusive.  L. 
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Has  the  Day 
of  the 

Small  Christian 
College 
Passed  By? 


A  Question  for  the  Commence 
ment  Season 


By  Fred  Lewis  Pattee 

Profeuor  of  English  Literature,  Pennsylvania  State  College 


INEVITABLY  the  question  above  brings  ^  ~  ' 

before  us  the  discussion  of  the  old  vital  . 

quesaon.  What  is  college  for  and  what  is 

it  that  educates?  A  business  eapert  not  long  roVTE’8  WINDOW  ON  THE  WORLD 

ago  said  to  a  group  of  our  faculty :  “Stripped 

of  all  moonshine,  a  college  education  means  simply  an  and  taught,  professor  and  pupil,  and  if  your  professor 

admittance  ticket  to  a  job.  Every  student  in  this  uni-  is  adequate  and  your  pupil  adequate  you  have  education 

versity  came  with  no  other  purpose  than  to  fit  himself  at  its  highest  possibility.  To  me  the  problems  of  to-day 

for  a  job — a  bread  and  butter  job.”  Is  this  conception  reduce  themselves  to  but  two  essentials:  the  securing  of 

true.'’  Is  education  actually  a  matter  of  a  job?  In  the  adequate  teachers  and  the  selecting  of  adequate  pupils, 
office  of  one  of  our  deans  there  once  hung  a  series  of  photo¬ 
graphs  of  the  men  who  had  graduated  in  his  department.  The  Dangerous  Fetish  of  “Ph.D.  Worship 
each  bearing  a  card  with  the  figures  indicating  the  man’s  j  Mencken  reviling  the  present  run  of  in¬ 
salary.  The  greater  the  salary  the  greater  the  success,  structors  in  our  colleges,  though  at  times  I  feel  like  ap¬ 
is  it  salary  that  measures  success?  If  these  be  the  ideals  plauding  some  of  his  superlatives.  With  salaries  at  the 

of  what  a  college  should  do  for  its  students,  then  dws  point  where  they  have  always  been,  with  promotion  de- 

not  the  college  become  a  mere  trade  school  or  apprentice  pendent  upon  what  I  may  denominate  as  an  asinine 

course?  That  this,  however,  is  not  now  the  opinion  of  stretching  of  every  candidate  on  the  Procrustes  bed  of  a 

even  the  economic  and  industrial  world,  the  chief  user  of  degree,  with  scholarship  diluted  until  now  one  may 

such  technically  trained  men,  is  every  day  more  apparent,  baccalaureate  degree  in  hog  butchering  and  pork 

You  may  strip  a  college  of  its  stadiums  and  its  fra-  cutting,  is  it  any  wonder  that  the  virile  and  the  intelligent 
ternity  houses;  you  may  disband  its  athletic  teams;  you  geek  other  and  better  rewarded  pursuits?  Not  that  I 
may  discharge  its  trustees ;  you  may  cancel  all  the  diplo-  discredit  the  Ph.D.  degree ;  far  from  it.  But  the  Ph.D. 
mas  of  its  alumni ;  you  may  send  away  its  president  and  Jg  for  research  scholars  in  the  university.  Its  aim  is  to 
its  treasurer,  and  you  may  bum  all  its  buildings,  but  if  train  for  original  investigations  in  the  areas  of  the  un- 
you  have  two  other  elements  left  you  will  still  have*  a  explored.  Every  research  scholar  must  have  the  Ph.D. 
college.  You  remember  the  trite  old  dictum  of  a  college  training,  but  such  training  does  not  fit  one  in  the  least 
being  a  log  with  Mark  Hopkins  on  one  end  and  Garfield  for  adequate  teaching.  More  often  than  not  the  Ph.D. 
on  the  other.  There  are  three  elements  there,  but  you  student  is  a  failure  in  the  undergraduate  classroom.  To 
can  eliminate  the  log  and  still  have  a  college.  When  Soc-  require  that  all  teachers,  as  does  the  University  of  Cali- 
rates  and  Plato  were  together  they  sat  on  no  log;  they  fornia,  for  instance,  have  this  degree  is  on  the  face  of  it 
walked  and  talked  and  Plato  became  Plato.  In  later  a  bid  for  poor  teaching.  There  are  times  when  the  pos- 
years  Plato’s  academy  was  simply  a  grove  wh6re  he  session  of  this  degree  is  a  badge  of  inferiority.  Failing 
walked  and  talked  with  half  a  dozen,  perhaps  thoroughly  again  and  again  as  a  teacher,  a  man  may  conclude  that 
prepared,  disciples.  The  ideal  of  teaching  is  a  teacher  failure  has  come  from  lack  of  preparation,  and  so  has 
and  an  adequate  learner — Christ  and  Nicodemus ;  Mark  persisted  year  after  year  in  his  pursuit  of  graduate  work 
Hopkins  and  Garfield.  The  school  of  Jesus  had  twelve  until  at  last,  against  the  protest  of  nature  herself,  he 
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teacher’s  possession  of  a  degree.  In  very  few  colleges  are 
instructors  examined  as  to  character,  or  as  to  their  gen¬ 
eral  influence  upon  the  adolescent  souls  given  into  their 
hands.  A  man  may  fail  on  account  of  character  to  secure 
a  position  in  a  bank  and  yet  be  taken  as  an  instructor  in 
a  college,  for  the  college  requires  only  two  things:  a 
knowledge  to  a  reasonable  degree  of  some  freshman  sub¬ 
ject  and  a  willingness  to  work  for  a  starvation  wage  be¬ 
cause  permitted  to  use  part  of  his  time  toward  getting 
a  Ph.D.  degree. 

And  right  here  comes  the  work  of  the  small  Christian 
college.  Being  small,  it  has  few  professors  and  not 
enough  of  young  instructors,  but  that  each  student  at 
some  time  can  sit  in  the  class¬ 
rooms  of  the  heads  of  the  depart¬ 
ments.  Being  Christian,  it  has 
weighed  the  character  of  its  teach¬ 
ing  force  as  well  as  their  intel¬ 
lectual  fltness.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  sympathy  with  the  re¬ 
mark  so  often  heard  among  young 
instructors  that  the  professor  is 
concerned  only  with  the  intel-  • 
lectual  condition  of  his  students. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  college  to 
build  men  on  all  three  sides  of 
their  nature — the  physical,  the  in¬ 
tellectual,  and  the  spiritual. 

The  Magic  of  Personality 

A  man  should  leave  college 
only  after  he  has  come  in  close 
contact  with  strong  personalities, 
all  of  them  men  of  character  and 
scholarship.  What  is  it  that  edu¬ 
cates?  Books?  Then  why  not 
keep  the  student  at  home  and  sur¬ 
round  him  with  books?  The  rub¬ 
bing  of  shoulders  with  other  stu¬ 
dents?  Then  why  not  join  a  good 
club  and  be  frequently  in  the  so¬ 
ciety  of  youngsters,  congenial  and 
helpful?  These  make  the  man  of 
the  world,  but  not  the  scholar. 

True  education  comes  from  con¬ 
tact  with  masters.  The  youth  who 
in  his  adolescent  years  has  felt  the 
shaping  touch  of  a  great  personality  cannot  help  being 
molded  and  changed.  Think  what  it  would  have  meant 
to  be  a  student  at  the  small  college.  Harvard,  when  Ed¬ 
ward  Everett  and  C.  C.  Felton  were  fresh  from  Germany 
and  Greece,  when  Follen  was  teaching  the  German  and 
Ticknor  the  Spanish ;  think  of  what  it  would  have  meant 
to  sit  in  the  classroom  of  a  Longfellow,  a  Holmes,  a 
Lowell,  an  Agassiz.  Can  one  wonder  at  the  surprising 
list  of  scholars  and  preachers  and  literateurs  and  scien¬ 
tists  that  Harvard  points  at  with  pride  to-day,  headed 
by  Emerson,  Thoreau,  and  the  rest?  What  is  the  secret 
of  the  small  college,  Bowdoin,  with  Longfellow  and  Haw¬ 
thorne  in  the  same  class  and  with  Pierce  and  Andrews  and 
dozens  of  others  on  her  alumni  roll?  Longfellow  awoke 
in  a  classroom  there  one  day  and  thereafter  was  Long¬ 
fellow.  Bowdoin  had  a  professor  of  Latin.  She  had 
Parker  Cleveland,  too,  and  she  had  a  professor  of  litera¬ 
ture  that  awakened  young  Hawthorne.  Men  in  contact 
with  such  personalities  for  four  years  can  never  be  little 


souls.  The  small  college  has  exercised  in  the  past  more 
influence  upon  American  life  than  any  other  single 
agency.  Take,  for  example,  Wesleyan  University  in  the 
days  when  it  had  on  its  teaching  r<fll  Atwater,  Winchester, 
Conn,  Rice,  and  others  as  strong.  Then  ask  the  reason 
why  Wesleyan  has  more  men  in  **Who*$  Who  in  America** 
than  any  other  college.  Count  the  influence  of  men  like 
March,  of  Lafayete,  and  of  Gummere,  of  Haverford. 
Read  the  faculty  roll  and  then  the  alumni  roll  of  Am¬ 
herst,  Williams,  Hobart,  Hamilton,  and  a  hundred  others 
small  Christian  colleges  that  have  stamped  the  scholar¬ 
ship  and  the  character  of  genuine  teachers  and 
moulders  of  youth  upon  their  students. 

The  small  Christian  college  to¬ 
day  is  the  safest  place  a  boy  can 
be  sent  to  for  education.  The 
professors  have  been  chosen  for 
both  scholarship  and  character. 
There  are  no  instructors  dividing 
their  time  with  feverish  struggles 
for  the  Ph.D.  degree.  The  coUege 
is  small  and  the  classes  are  small, 
allowing  each  professor  to  become 
acquainted  intimately  with  each  of 
his  class.  The  students  know  each 
other ;  there  is  true  college  spirit, 
one  of  the  finest  things  in  the 
world.  If  I  had  a  boy  I  would 
send  him  for  his  undergraduate 
work  not  to  the  great  university, 
where  he  would  be  simply  one  in 
twenty  thousand,  one  fish  in  a 
huge  shoal.  I  would  send  him  to 
the  small,  distinctive  college  where 
somebody  with  maturity  of  intel¬ 
lect  and  with  soundness  of  char¬ 
acter  would  know  him  intimately 
and  would  care  if  he  went  intel¬ 
lectually  or  morally  astray. 

The  great  universities  have  a 
tremendous  impetus  now.  They 
are  the  result  of  our  democracy, 
and  the  tide  overwhelmingly  is  to¬ 
ward  them.  The  tendency  of  de¬ 
mocracy  is  to  level  down  as  well 
as  to  level  up.  Every  laborer, 
even  the  humblest,  has  dreams  now 
of  sending  his  children  to  college.  “Thank  God,”  some 
may  say ;  “Amen !”  I  echo,  but  remember  this :  the  number 
in  every  generation  really  fitted  for  an  education  leading 
to  a  baccalaureate  degree  is  by  no  means  a  large  one. 
Thousands  of  our  youth  are  in  State  universities  when 
they  should  be  on  farms  or  in  shops.  They  are  not  of  col¬ 
lege  material. 

Quality  in  the  Student  Body 

Students  must  be  carefully  chosen;  and  for  quality, 
not  for  number.  The  great  pressure  now  upon  the  col¬ 
leges  demands  a  revision  of  the  selective  process.  There 
have  been  four  methods  of  selection:  by  examination,  by 
certificate,  by  personal  interview,  and  by  intelligence 
tests.  Eai^h  has  more  or  less  failed.  Examinations  are 
inadequate;  they  pick  not  always  the  best.  The  certifi¬ 
cate  is  open  to  grossest  abuses.  For  the  small  Christian 
college,  whose  aim  should  be  to  get  distinctively  college 
material,  all  four  should  be  used,  and  especially  the  third. 


f  i  iHE  denominational  colleges  of  the 
country  have  been  and  are  a  part 
of  the  glory  of  the  American  educa¬ 
tional  system.  The  virtue  of  such  in¬ 
stitutions  has  been  not  so  much  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  their  expert  instruction  as 
in  the  ideals  that  have  prevailed  in  the 
colleges  and  in  the  Christian  atmos¬ 
phere.  The  view  from  the  college  win¬ 
dow  has  been  Christian  and  the  spirit 
of  service  has  been  Christian.— Bishop 
Francis  J.  McConnell. 
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the  personal  interview  with  each  candidate.  Let  the  State 
universities  have  the  great  mass  of  stodents  who  are  using 
the  college  as  a  vaulting  board  for  landing  them  in  a  job; 
but  let  there  be  always  a  few  colleges  that  are  kept  small 
and  distinctive  and  strictly  cultural,  and  let  the  students 
here  be  picked  with  greatest  care.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
more  and  more  the  great  universities,  so  far  as  they  deal 
with  merely  technically-minded  students,  seekers  for  po¬ 
sitions  in  the  industrial  and  agricultural  areas,  will  with¬ 
hold  baccalaureate  degrees  from  such  candidates  and 
grant  merely  certificates  to  be  handed  to  employers  of 
such  especially  trained  men. 

*  But  let  the  small,  old-type  Christian  college  train  for 
rounded  development,  for  culture  in  its  mellowest  and 
broadest  and  most  charming  sense ;  let  its  aim  be  not  in¬ 
stant  job-getting,  but  leadership  in  the  highest  sense  of 
the  term,  leadership  intellectual,  and  moral,  and  spiritual. 
And,  if  ever  there  was  a  time  when  such  leadership  was 
needed,  when  men  and  women  trained  not  merely  for  con¬ 
templation  of  material  things,  but  trained  to  think  also 
in  the  higher  realms  of  thinking  and  of  living,  are  needed  in 
numbers,  surely  it  is  now.  The  small  Christian  college  is 
the  hope  of  the  future. 

“Deluged  With  Trash” 

It  should  be  the  work  of  the  college  that  would  mold 
its  students  into  men  of  culture  and  sanity  of  vision  to 
make  them  acquainted  not  only  with  the  wealth  of  the 
culture  of  the  past,  with  the  “glory  that  was  Greece  and 
the  grandeur  that  was  Rome,”  with  the  riches  of  Chaucer 
and  Shakespeare  and  IVGlton,  with  the  prose  and  reason 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  the  dreams  and  the  poetry 
of  the  romantic  early  nineteenth  century,  with  the  novels 
of  the  mid-century  and  the  realism  of  the  fin  de  siicle 
years,  but  I  would. have  courses  in  contemporary  author¬ 
ship,  I  would  permit  no  student  to  leave  the  college  with 
the  seal  of  its  approval  upon  him  who  did  not  have  the 
ability  to  judge  rightly  the  value  of  the  latest  new  book 
that  may  come  into  his  hands.  We  are  deluged  with  trash. 
The  thinking  of  the  younger  generation  is  being  debauched 
with  a  literary  output  that  defies  all  the  rules  of  decency 
and  of  art.  If  our  colleges  are  not  teaching  their  stu¬ 
dents  to  meet  this  outpouring  flood  with  clear  judgment 
and  accurately  weighing  balances,  where  shall  we  find 
leadership? 

And  what  of  the  duty  of  the  Christian  college  teach¬ 
ing  religion?  Clearly  nothing  ever  approaching  the 
caricature  pictures  of  religious  small  college  training  as 
depicted  in  Sinclair  Lewis’  novel  is  to  be  tolerated.  To 


use  his  own  phrase,  nothing  religious  is  to  be  “put  down” 
upon  the  student.  Everywhere  I  find  conviction  that  the 
present  generation  in  the  colleges  is  hopelessly  irreligious. 
Godless,  atheistic.  Nothingcould  be  more  erroneous.  That 
they  do  and  say  things  concerning  organized  religious 
worship  tremendously  disturbing  to  the  older  genera¬ 
tions  I  do  not  deny,  but  these  are  mere  surface  things. 
Our  student  bodies  are  thinking  more  than  we  know,  they 
are  desirous  of  leadership  more  than  we  realize. 

The  College  and  Religion 

This  must  come  spontaneously,  however.  Not  a  week 
ago  I  was  walking  with  the  president  of  our  senior  class, 
in  many  ways  the  most  influential  man  in  the  college,  a 
man  who,  so  far  as  I  knew,  had  no  religious  leanings  what¬ 
ever,  and  suddenly,  after  a  pause  in  the  conversation,  he 
surprised  me  by  saying,  “Professor,  I  would  like  to  come 
to  your  room  sometime  and  talk  religion  with  you.”  Every 
one  of  the  best  of  our  college  leaders,  the  men  who  in  leav¬ 
ing  us  will  go  to  places  of  responsibility  early  as  leaders 
of  their  generation,  are  men  of  this  stamp,  eager  to  know 
the  truth  about  life  and  to  have  the  doubts  that  come  in 
such  floods  during  the.  adolescent  years  resolved  and  made 
clear.  In  the  small  Christian  college  the  professor  can 
know  his  class.  In  the  large  universities  classes  have  crept 
up  from  twenty  to  forty  to  sixty  and  beyond.  I  have  now  ^ 
two  classes  of  seventy-five,  and  there  are  classes  in  the 
college  of  two  hundred.  The  quality  of  the  teaching  de¬ 
clines  because  the  personal  touch  is  gone. 

In  closing,  I  can  do  no  better  than  to  present  Emer¬ 
son’s  ideal.  It  is  mine  also:  I  but  echo  the  master: 

“My  college  should  have  Allstone,  Greenough,  Bryant, 
Irving,  Webster,  Alcott,  summoned  for  its  domestic  pro¬ 
fessors.  And  if  I  must  send  abroad  (and,  if  we  send  for 
dancers  and  singers  and  actors,  why  not  the  same  prices 
for  scholars?),  Carlyle,  Hallam,  Campbell,  should  come 
to  read  lectures  on  history,  poetry,  letters.  I  would  bid 
my  men  to  come  for  the  love  of  God  and  man,  promising 
them  an  open  field  and  a  boundless  opportunity,  and  they 
should  make  their  own  terms.  Then  I  would  open  my 
lecture  rooms  to  the  wide  nation;  and  they  should  pay, 
each  man,  a  fee  that  should  give  my  professor  a  remunera¬ 
tion  fit  and  noble.  Then  I  should  see  the  lecture  room, 
the  college,  filled  with  life  and  hope.  Students  would  come 
from  afar;  for  who  would  not  ride  a  hundred  miles  to  t 
hear  some  one  of  these  men  giving  his  selectest  thoughts  ' 
to  those  who  received  them  with  joy?  I  should  see  living 
learning;  the  Muse  once  more  in  the  eye  and  the  cheek 
of  the  youth.” 


The  Missing  Portrait  of  Jesus 


WHEN  one  remembers  His  scathing  rebukes.  His 
deliberate  and  calculated  thrusts  to  the  very  heart 
of  hypocrisy.  His  merciless  analysis  of  the  re¬ 
ligious  perversions  which  lay  all  about  Him,  His  valiant 
defense  of  the  oppressed.  His  intrepid  exposure  of  the 
corrupt  heirarchy,  and  His  clear  challenge  to  the  de¬ 
ceit  or  pretense  among  the  overlords  under  whom  the 
people  suffered,  one  arrives  at  a  fairer  conception  of  the 
Jesus  of  history  and  the  spiritual  athlete  with  whom 
men  had  to  deal.  It  is  small  wonder  that  the  leaders 
wished  Him  out  of  the  way,  or  that  the  plain  people 
heard  Him  gladly.  The  thing  for  us  to  gain  from  this 
view  of  the  life  and  work  of  Jesus,  is  that  His  example 


furnishes  a  far  sterner  challenge  to  supposed  fellowship 
than  one  is  likely  to  imagine  from  a  traditional  point  of 
view.  It  is  no  soft  and  easy  affair  to  be  the  disciple 
of  such  a  flame  of  spiritual  fire.  The  demand  upon  dis- 
cipleship  which  His  method  suggests  is  far  too  big  for 
most  of  us.  It  certainly  removes  the  delicate  and  easy¬ 
going  sort  of  Christianity  from  the  chief  place  in  one’s 
conception.  To  stand  with  courage  and  fearlessness  be¬ 
side  innocence  and  helplessness ;  to  point  out  defects  and 
deceits  with  unwavering  candor  and  unswerving  conse¬ 
cration;  to  insist  upon  a  clean  right  and  resist  a  clear 
wrong,  in  spite  of  consequence,  is  no  delicate  task,  and 
no  dainty  occupation. — Karl  Reiland. 
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sity  of  Washington.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  children, 
a  daughter  who  died  at  eleven  years  of  age;  and  a  son, 
Kenneth  K.  Landes,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University 
with  a  Doctorate  in  Philosophy,  and  now  connected  with 
the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey.  Two  years  after  the  death 
of  their  own  daughter,  Dean  and  Mrs.  Landes  adopted 
a  little  girl  the  same  age  as  their  daughter.  She  is  now 
married,  and  lives  in  Seattle. 

Mrs.  Landes  was  bom  in  Ware,  Mass.,  the  youngest 
of  eight  brothers  and  sisters.  Her  parents  removing 
to  Worcester,  Mass.,  she  there  received  her  public  school 
education.  By  the  time  she  was  ready  for  her  university 
studies,  her  sister  had  married  Dr.  David  Starr  Jordan, 
who  was  then  president  of  the  University  of  Indiana. 
Hither  she  went  to  live  in  the  Jordan  home  and  pursue 
her  education. 

For  many  years  Mrs.  Landes  has  interested  herself 
in  civic  and  community  affairs,  working  largely  through 
women’s  clubs,  finally  serving  as  president  of  the  Seattle 
Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs. 

In  1922  she  was  elected  to  the  Seattle  City  Council, 
and  three  years  later  was  re-elected.  One  other  woman 
was  elected  in  the  same  year,  but  failed  re-election,  and 
no  other  woman  candidate  has  been  successful  at  the  polls. 

Elected  on  a  “Decency”  Platform 

As  the  campaign  for  the  election  of  a  mayor  ap¬ 
proached  last  winter,  Mrs.  Landes  was  among  those  who 
insisted  Seattle  should  have  a  man  in  that  responsible 
office;  but  she  stated  that  should  no  male  candidate  ap¬ 
pear,  who  would  likely  be  able  to  defeat  Mayor  Brown, 
she  would  run.  As  in  her  judgment,  and  with  advice  of 
many  others,  no  man  of  proper  outlook  having  filed,  she 
made  a  last  minute  filing  and  was  successful  at  the  polls 


on  a  “decency,”  not  a  “reform”  plat¬ 
form. 

Mrs.  Landes  assumed  her  high 
office  without  parade  or  expensive 
demonstration.  In  the  mayor’s 
office,  crowded  with  thronging  wdl- 
wishers,  she  took  her  oath,  of  office 
and  went  to  work  without  further 
inaugural  festivities.  This  is  Mayor 
Landes’  characteristic  way  of  doing 
everything.  She  bdieves  deeds  count 
for  more  than  show  or  publicity. 

The  new  mayor’s  first  act  was  to 
make  the  greatly  needed  change  in 
the  police  chief.  In  this  appoint¬ 
ment  the  mayor  showed  coura^, 
judgment,  and  independence.  In 
fact,  among  Mrs.  Landes’  outstand¬ 
ing  acts  has  been  her  selection  of 
men  to  head  the  various  city  depart¬ 
ments.  An  of  her  appointments, 
even  her  secretary,  have  been  men, 
except  one  woman  placed  upon  the 
Park  Board,  and  one  on  the  Civil  Service.  No  person 
doubts  the  efficiency  or  integrity  of  the  persons  so  named, 
nor  do  thinking  people  believe  personal  political  ambition 
has  had  any  influence  in  these  selections. 

Shaking  Up  the  Police  Department 

The  public  feeling  regarding  the  Police  Department 
for  four  years  had  been  one  of  suspicion,  to  say  the  least. 
The  new  chief  immediately  made  such  a  shake-up  of  the 
whole  department  as  to  break  any  unholy  alliances.  Some 
of  the  effects  may  be  noted  in  the  comparative  figures 
given  by  the  city  government.  During  the  first  five 
months  of  1926  (Mayor  Brown’s  regime)  the  police  court 
fines  totaled  $50,099,90.  In  the  next  five  months  (Mayor 
Landes’  regime)  the  fines  totaled  $143,508.96.  Mayor 
Landes  asserts  her  desire  to  be  that  there  shall  come 
such  a  willing  law  obedience  that  it  will  result  in  a  de¬ 
crease  of  the  fines  imposed.  One  of  these  new  department 
heads  has  so  improved  distribution  of  water  supply 
as  to  increase  revenues  more  than  $160,000  in  the  last 
five  months. 

There  have  been  several  constructive  plans  put  for¬ 
ward  by  Mayor  Landes  since  she  took  office.  It  may  be 
of  interest  to  mention  a  few  of  them.  At  her  request 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  work  out  a  program  of 
co-operation  between  her  reorganized  Park  Board  and 
the  elective  School  Board  which  will  enlarge  recreational 
activities  for  the  people  of  the  city. 

Almost  immediately  upon  taking  office,  Mrs.  Landes 
,  brought'  together  the  law  enforcement  officials  from  city, 
county,  and  federal  departments  to  secure  co-operation 
in  law  enforcement,  especially  in  the  matter  of  prohi¬ 
bition.  It  is  the  first  time  Seattle  has  known  such  united 
efforts.  These  groups  are  now  working  harmoniously 


Meet  the  Mayor! 

Seattle's  Woman  Mayor  Makes  Good 


By  J.  Ralph  Magee 

Potior  Fir  ft  MethodiH  Epiioopal  Chureh,  Seotilt.  Wath. 


APETTICXIAT  mayor?  No! 
Never!  This  was  one  of  the 
'many  such  ejaculations  heard 
among  the  four  hundred  and  more 
thousands  of  Seattleites  in.  the 
mayoralty  campaign  last  spring. 
When  the  votes  were  counted,  how¬ 
ever,  the  largest  majority  ever  given 
a  mayor  of  this  city  decided  the 
w'oman  was  a  far  better  man  than 
her  opponent. 

Has  the  better  element  been  dis¬ 
appointed  in  this  new  venture  of  a 
great  modern  city?  No,  indeed! 
Mrs.  Bertha  K.  Landes  is  demon¬ 
strating  to  the  world  that  securing 
the  right  woman,  you  have  as  bal¬ 
anced  a  mind,  and  one  as  capable, 
alert,  and  efficient  leader  in  getting 
work  done  as  any  man. 

Mayor  Bertha  K.  Landes  is  the 
wife  of  Dean  Henry  Landes  of  the 
Science  Department  of  the  Univer¬ 
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is  enjojing  as  high  a  tide  of  prosperity  to-day  as  any 
of  our  American  municipalities. 

Mrs.  Landes  is  not  spectacular  in  her  program,  nor 
methods.  Her  public  appearances  in  greeting  distin¬ 
guished  visitors  and  her  addresses  of  welcome  have  al¬ 
ways  struck  a  high  level  and  made  a  most  favorable  im¬ 
pression. 

Mayor  Landes  does  not  fear  to  do  what  might  be 
expected  of  a  masculine  mayor.  She  dons  her  old  clothes 
and  hikes  into  our  Skagit  Hydro-electric  project  to  study 
its  needs  at  first  hand. 

Last  summer  when  the  battleship  fleet  was  greeted  by 
the  city  on  its  annual  summer  visit,  the  mayor  boarded 
the  ships  and  made  the  inspection  in  company  with  the 
high  naval  officials.  The  admiral  in  command  arranged 
for  the  mayor  to  circle  over  the  city  in  a  naval  plane, 
which  she  did  as  courageously  as  any  man  could  have  done. 

Mrs.  Landes  might  well  be  characterized  as  a  ‘*good 
sport”  in  the  fine  sense  of  that  expression.  She  is  a 
sane,  balanced,  progressive  thinker,  free  from  fads  and 
silly  sentimentalities,  a  real  leader,  of  whom  Seattle  is 
well  proud. 

Mayor  Landes  is  a  member  of  the  University  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  of  Seattle,  and  has  always  been  in¬ 
terested  in  her  church  life. 


Pronounce  It  to  Suit  Yourself 

I  celebrate  an  honored  name. 

For,  though  I  can’t  pronounce  the  same. 
Right  well  I  know  that  garden  greens 
Are  very  rich  in  vitamines. 

That  garden  truck  from  stalks  and  vines 
Will  keep  us  full  of  vitamines. 

Now  wise  is  he  who  reads  this  rhyme 
And  thinks  of  it  in  garden  time; 

Still  wiser  he  who  then  begins 
To  raise  his  own  fresh  vitamines. 


CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


But  “The  Underworld”  Doesn’t  Like  Her 


The  underworld  has  continuously  circulated  the  state¬ 
ment  that  law  enforcement  was  hurting  business  and  that 
many  paying  concerns  were  leaving  the  city.  This,  of 
course,  is  their  only  means  of  an  attempted  comeback. 
They  know  dollars  weigh  heavily  in  most  taxpayers’ 
minds.  A  study  of  conditions,  however,  shows  that  Seattle 


and  efiiciently  without  attempting  an  overturning  reform 
wave.  As  in  all  other  cities,  the  trafiSc  problem  has  be¬ 
come  most  serious.  Mayor  Landes  called  together  a 
group  of  citizens  to  seek  a  solution  for  this  vexing  ques¬ 
tion.  They  have  organized  a  Public  Safety  Council, 
with  the  mayor  as  president  of  its  board  of  trustees. 
They  are  seeking,  at  least  five  thousand  citizens  who  will 
become  members  of  the  council  at  one  dollar  a  year  each. 
These  members  are  asked  to  report  reckless  drivers  and 
traftc  violators,  who  will  be  warned  by  the  Police  De¬ 
partment  without  disclosing  the  identity  of  the  one  mak¬ 
ing  the  report.  The  belief  is  that  when  the  public  knows 
there  are  five  thousand  people,  any  one  of  whom  may 
send  in  a  report,  that  it  will  help  the  memories  of  many 
who  now  forget  the  traffic  laws.  The  council  is  also 
seeking  to  educate  the  public  to  greater  caution  in  traffic 
by  sending  speakers  to  all  clubs,  societies,  organizations, 
or  wherever  a  public  assemblage  offers  opportunity  to 
spread  the  information.  The  plan  is  meeting  with  ex¬ 
cellent  response. 

Another  great  interest  of  the  mayor  has  been  public 
health  and  hospitalization.  She  is  now  carefully  study¬ 
ing  these  important  questions. 

Mrs.  Landes  wisely  and  widely  consults  with  the  best 
brains  to  be  found  specializing  in  the  department  she  is 
studying,  thereby  giving  the  city  the  advantage  of  an 
extended  range  of  observation.  But  Mrs.  Landes  knows 
also  that  she  is  fully  responsible  to  the  people,  and  takes 
final  decisions  in  her  own  hands.  The  mayor  is  mayor 
without  a  question. 


Trees 

Bt  Bliss  Cabmiit 

/»  the  Qardtn  of  Bdon,  plantod  bv  Ood, 

There  were  goodly  treee  the  eprmgkeg  eod — 

Treee  of  beauty  and  height  and  grace, 

To  etand  in  epUndor  before  Hie  face. 

Apple  and  hickory,  aeh  and  pear. 

Oak  and  beech  and  the  tulip  rare; 

The  trembling  aepen,  the  noble  pine. 

The  emeeping  elm  by  the  river  Une; 

Treee  for  the  birde  to  build  and  eing. 

And  the  lUac  tree  for  a  joy  in  the  epring; 

Treee  to  twm  at  the  froety  eidl 

And  carpet  the  grouM  for  their  Lorde  footfall; 

Treee  for  fruitage  and  fire  and  shade. 

Trees  for  the  cunning  bunder's  trade; 

Wood  for  the  bow,  the  epear,  and  the  fiail. 

The  keel  and  the  mast  of  the  daring  sail; 

He  made  therd  of  every  gram  and  girth 
For  the  use  of  man  in  the  Garden  of- Earth. 

Then  lest  the  soul  should  not  lift  her  eyes 
From  the  gifts  of  the  Giver  of  Paradiee, 

On  the  crown  of  a  hUl  for  all  to  see, 

God  planted  a  scarlet  maple  tree. 

Coperisht,  Dodd,  Mead  A  Company — Vied  by  Permitiion. 
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1927  Commencement  at  New  Orleans 
*  University  a  Success 

Sixteen  Graduates  from  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts,  thirty-four  from  the  Teachers'  College  Department, 
one  hundred  fifty-five  receiving  Certificates  and  Diplomas  from  all  the  Departments  of  the  University 


Dr.  J.  W.  E.  BOWEN,  “Commencement  Day 
Prince,”  was  the  speaker.  Having  finished  forty- 
nine  years  previous  himself  in  the  same  school, 
it  was  fitting  that  he  should  deliver  the  commencement 
address.  He  was  received  in  grand  style,  and  spoke  upon 
the  “Providential  Guidance  of  the  Negro  In  American 
History.”  Few  are  able  to  inspire  young  people  better 
than  he.  The  chapel  was  overcrowded,  and  when  12.20 
o’clock  P.  M.  struck,  a  successful  commencement  was 
historic. 

President  Kriege  awarded  certificates  to  nine  grad¬ 
uates  and  two  internes  from  Flint-Goodridge  Hospital, 
and  thirty-four  graduates  from  the  Teachers’  College 
Department.  On  Tuesday,  May  24,  fifty  received  cer¬ 
tificates  from  the  high  school,  seventeen  from  Home  Eco- 
^Bomics  Department,  and  on  Thursday  night  twenty-seven 
^rrom  the  Model  Grammar  School.  The  baccalaureate 
sermon  was  preached  on  Sunday  by  the  president,  mak¬ 
ing  a  favorable  impression  upon  the  audience.  A  strong 
appeal  for  more  of  God  in  all  of  life’s  activities  was 
made. 

Commencement  proper  was  started  May  18  with  the 
reception  given  by  President  and  Mrs.  Kriege  to  the 
senior  classes.  The  music  department  gave  two  pro¬ 
grams,  one  on  May  13,  in  connection  with  the  alumni  as¬ 
sociation;  another  May  19.  The  Model  Grammar 
School  with  Mr.  E.  D.  Jones  as  principal,  rendered  a 
program  May  20.  The  senior  college  class  had  for  their 
play,  “Crimson  and  Blue,”  by  James  K.  Jerome.  It  was 
supervised  by  Miss  B.  T.  Reeves.  On  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  the  Home  Economics  Department  at  Peck 
Home,  with  Mrs.  Montgomery  as  superintendent.  Miss 
Neal  as  matron,  and  Misses  McDonald,  Washington,  and 
Hanawalt  as  teachers,  took  pleasure  in  showing  the  ex¬ 
cellent  exhibit  and  receiving  the  commendations  of  visit- 
jj^g  friends.  Prof.  M.  S.  Frazier  was  sponsor  for  the  high- 
school  program  on  Tuesday  night,  and  Prof.  S.  Jackson 
for  the  Teachers’  College  program  on  Wednesday  night, 
featuring  “The  Divine  Spirit  of  Man.”  Most  of  these 
programs  were  equal  to,  if  not  better,  than  any  which 
have  been  rendered  in  recent  years. 

Wednesday  morning  was  the  last  chapel  exercise.  A 
unique  program  was  rendered.  Short  addresses  were 
made  by  different  class  presidents:  Freshman  Class,  Mr. 
Dixon ;  Teachers’  College  Class,  Miss  Rebecca  Steward ; 
Sophomore  Class,  Alfred  Blass;  Junior  Class,  E.  Green; 
Senior  Class,  Thaddeous  WilSon;  Twelfth  Years,  Octave 
Lilly;  Eleventh  Years,  “Big  Ike”  Harrison;  Tenth 
Years,  Carroll  Lilly;  Ninth  Year,  Clinton  Jackson. 
Speakers  for  the  Alumni  Association  were  David  C. 
Reeves,  Class  of  ’26,  Port  Allen,  La. ;  Miss  Betsy  Austin, 
Class  of  ’26,  Ft.  Pier,  Fla. ;  W.  Scott  Chinn,  Class  of  ’09, 
Wesley  Chapel.  Prof.  Briscot,  coach  of  athletics, 
^Awarded  medals  for  the  field  day  meet,  both  to  the  girls 
^jpd  to  the  boys  (see  list  later).  President  Kriege  made 
the  final  talk,  setting  forth  the  purposes  of  the-  school 
for  another  year.  Dean  Hayes  called  upon  Mr.  David 


Segue,  a  successful  young  master,  who  outlined  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  a  thousand  students  another  year.  So  enthu¬ 
siastic  did  he  put  the  matter  that  he  was  dubbed  “the 
spirit  of  New  Orleans  University.” 

On  Wednesday  night  the  Alumni  Association,  with 
Dr.  C.  H.  D.  Bowers,  president,  gave  a  very  toothsome 
banquet  in  honor  of  Dr.  Bowen  and  the  graduating 
classes.  Those  who  gave  toasts  were  Dr.  Bowen,  Presi¬ 
dent  Kriege,  Prof.  Smith,  of  Bienville  School,  Dr.  Brazier, 
Mr.  Ed.  Atkins,  Miss  Nabdier  Davis,  Mr.  Octave  Lilly, 
and  Miss  Rosa  Faulk,  Class  of  ’82,  who  presented  a  pair 
of  gold  cuff  links  on  behalf  of  the  association  to  Dr. 
Bowen.  Mr.  Huntley  spoke  representing  the  visitors, 
and  Mrs.  CaldwelLsang  very  sweetly  a  solo. 

Commencement  day  service  opened  with  the  academic 
procession,  led  by  Prof.  Moses,  to  the  strands  of  music 
furnished  by  the  university  orchestra,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Walker, 
directress.  Dr.  C.  S.  Stanley,  successful  pastor  of  First 
Street  Church,  led  in  prayer,  and  the  choir  sang  “Un¬ 
folding  Portals.”  Mrs.  Alma  Lillie  Hubbard  played. 
After  Dr.  Bowen’s  address,  the  girls’  sextette  sang  “Morn¬ 
ing.”  After  the  conferring  of  the  degrees  by  President 
Kriege,  Dean  Hayes  announced  the  prize  winners  of  the 
year,  an  offer  made  by  the  People’s  Industrial  Insurance 
Company,  of  which  Hon.  Walter  L.  Cohen,  comptroller 
of  Port  of  New  Orleans,  is  president,  offering  employ¬ 
ment  to  any  of  the  students  during  the  summer  season. 
The  Rev.  Hubbard  Daniels,  district  superintendent  of 
the  LaTeche  District,  pronounced  the  benediction,  and 
the  throng  of  students  and  visitors  filled  the  campus  amid 
the  click  of  the  camera  and  the  shout  and  laughter  of 
friends. 

The  school  has  been  successful  in  almost  every  de¬ 
partment.  They  won  the  championship  in  basket  ball, 
the  city  championship  in  baseball  and  football,  and  did 
themselves  credit  in  the  first  year  of  forensics.  A  suc¬ 
cessful  track  meet  was  held  for  the  first  time.  Our  ath¬ 
letes  took  part  in  the  field  day  at  Tuskegee,  showing  up 
well  with  the  larger  schools  of  the  South.  We  have  per¬ 
sons  for  enrollment  in  the  post-graduate  department  for 
the  year.  Our  singers  made  several  records,  which  may 
be  secured  from  the  Grunewald  Musical  Company,  New 
Orleans.  Several  thousand  dollars  were  spent  on  equip¬ 
ment  and  repairs  during  the  past  year.  Extension  courses 
were  organized  in  Lake  Charles  and  Alexandria,  giving 
the  teachers  nearby  an  opportunity  to  earn  advance 
standing.  The  enrollment  in  the  last  two  years  has  in¬ 
creased  from  606  to  844,  and  so  the  slogan  for  another 
year  is  1,000,  making  an  increase  of  one  hundred  per 
cent  in  two  years.  The  board  of  trustees,  president,  and 
faculty  desire  to  thank  the  many  friends,  both  in  the  city 
and  different  sections  of  the  country,  for  their  aid  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  schoql  year  successful.  The  alumni  association 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  gave  $100  for  library  improve¬ 
ment.  Mr-.  P.  C.  Reed,  of  the  same  city,  offered  prizes 
for  work  in  English ;  Bishop  Hartzell,  The  Philip  Sizeler 
Jewelry  Co.,  and  the  family  of  former  President  Knight 
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added  to  the  liirt  of  prize  donors.  The  Public  Sj^eak- 
iii|r  D^artments  under  Dean  Hayes  and  Prof.  Walker, 
are'  featuring  debating  and  oratory  as  never  before. 
Mr.  £dward  Atkins  and  Braxton  Young  were  winners 
of  the  “Cum  Laude’*  honors.  Miss  Althea  Landry,  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Landry,  won  the  honors  of  “Magna 
Cum  Laude,”  and  Miss  Hazel  Augustine  won  the  honors 
of  **Summa  Cum  Laude”  (see  the  list  for  the  prizes). 

Our  summer  school  will  be  conducted  at  the  univer¬ 
sity,  June  13  to  July  26;  and  at  Waveland,  July  18  to 
August  27.  The  next  session  will  open  September  10. 
Students  desiring  application  blanks  and  catalogues,  ad¬ 
dress  President  Kriege  or  Dean  Hayes,  6318  S.  Charles 
Street,  New  Orleans,  La. 

REMEMBER  OUR  GOAL,  1,000.  HELP  TO  MAKE 
ONE  OF  THE  THOUSAND 

Awakds  at  Commencement,  New  Obleans  Univeesity 

Laboratory  assistant  free  fees  for  next  year,  Mary 
Nelson,  Class  of  1929.  Alpha  Phi  Alpha  prize  essay  con¬ 
test:  first,  $10,  Dorothy  Evans;  second,  $6,  Leon  Bick- 
ham.  Band  of  Africa  Contest:  poem,  Esther  Breaux, 
Methodist  Hymnal;  song,  Ruth  Thompson,  Methodist 
Hymnal ;  essay,  Mildred  Williams,  Teachers*  Bible. 
Knight  prize  in  high-school  English,  $10;  Washington, 
D.  C.,  excellence  in  freshman  English,  $6,  Miss  Agatha 
Powell;  P.  C.  Reed  prize  in  American  Government,  $6, 
Miss  Brittina  Conway ;  Charles  M.  Melden  prize,  $10, 
for  the  student  who  ranks  highest  in  scholarship,  char¬ 
acter,  participation  in  college  activities,  and  general 
leadership,  Theodore  Grifilth ;  Bishop  J.  C.  Hartzell  prize. 
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$10,  for  progress  in  science  and  gives  promise  of  useful 
service,  Ruffin  H.  Cotton;  Philip  H.  Sizeler  Jewelry  Co., 
New  Orleans,  prize,  gold  medal,  for  the  student  of  th^ 
senior  high-school  class  who  ranks  highest  in  schola|fl 
ship,  character,  participation  in  school  activities,  anW 
general  leadership.  Miss  Luella  Mathews.  For  excellence 
in  oratory:  first,  gold  medal,  Alfred  R.  Gardiner;  second, 
silver  medal.  Miss  Valeria  Harris.  Music  Department 
popularity  contest.  Miss  Hilda  F.  McDonald. 

RESULTS  OF  INTRA-MURAL  TRACK  MEET 
M.  S.  Bbiscoe,  Coach 

One  hundred  yard  dash,  won  by  Griffith,  11  seconds; 
second,  James,  12  seconds.  Girls’  fifty  yard  dash,  won 
by  Miss  Williams,  8  seconds;  second.  Miss  Jackson,  9 
seconds.  Twelve-pound  shot-put,  won  by  Harrison,  42 
feet,  1  inch ;  second,  Wm.  White,  38  feet,  3  inches.  Run¬ 
ning  high  jump,  won  by  Dixon,  6  feet,  6  inches;  second, 
Harrison,  6  feet,  4  inches.  Twelve-pound  hammer  throw, 
won  by  C.  White,  78  feet,  6  inches;  second.  Gates,  78 
feet,  8  inches ;  Girls’  running  high  jump,  won  by  Miss 
Turner,  4  feet;  second.  Miss  Trinity,  3  feet,  11  inches. 
Fifty  yard  dash,  won  by  Griffith,  6  seconds ;  second.  Bland, 

7  seconds.  Pole  vault,  won  by  C.  White,  8  feet;  second, 
Hamilton,  7  feet,  10  inches.  Girls’  running  broad  jumaM 
won  by  Miss  Williams,  14  feet;  second,  Miss  Myles, 
feet,  8  inches.  Boys’  running  broad  jump,  won  by  Harri¬ 
son,  21  feet;  second.  Bland,  20  feet.  Sixty  yard  dash, 
won  by  Griffith,  7^  seconds ;  second.  Bland,  8^  seconds. 
Discus  throw,  won  by  Wm.  White,  122  feet;  second,  C. 
White,  114  feet. 


Boston  University  Holds  Anniversary  of 
Inaugural  of  President  Marsh 


Concerning  this  epochal  day  in  the  history  of 
one  of  Methodism’s  greatest  educational  institu¬ 
tions,  Hyman  M.  Teich,  writing  in  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  News  of  May  10,  makes  the  following  trenchant 
survey  of  the  first  year’s  incumbency  by  President  Marsh : 

This  Sunday  will  be  the  first  anniversary  of  the  inauguration 
Daniel  L.  Marsh  to  the  presidency  of  Boston  Uiuversity. 
On  May  16,  one  year  ago,  the  fourth  president  was  install^  into 
office  at  Symphony  Hall,  in  the  presence  of  dignitaries  from  all 
over  the  world.  Representatives  from  200  institutions  of  this  and 
other  countries,  the  facuRies,  trustees,  deans,  and  prominent  alumni 
of  the  university,  in  addition  to  800  chosen  'students  representing 
a  student  body  of  11,000,  were  present  in  the  hall,  when  former 
Governor  John  L.  Bates,  president  of  the  University  Corporation, 
presented  the  charter  and  seal  to  Dr.  Marsh.  It  was  a  g^eat  mo¬ 
ment  in  the  history  of  Boston  University. 

President  Marsh  was  already  an  important  factor  in  the  work 
of  Boston  University  even  before  his  formal  Inauguration.  During 
the  four  months  that  have  elapsed  between  his  election  and  inaugu¬ 
ration  he  thorou^y  acquainted  himself  with  the  university,  which 
he  has  made  up  his  mind  will  be  the  field  for  his  life  work.  He  had 
managed  to  come  in  contact  with  everything  in  the  university,  and 
won  the  admiration  and  support  of  everybody  before  he  was  for¬ 
mally  inducted  into  office. 

“A  VIGOROUS  PERSONALITY” 

The  election  and  acceptance  of  Dr.  Daniel  L.  Marsh,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  a  naduate  of  Boston  University,  was  announced  December 
81,  1926.  Dr.  Marsh  was  widely  known  in  Pittsburgh,  where  he  was 
superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Union,  consist¬ 
ing  of  108  churches.  He  was  famous  as  a  capable  preacher,  author, 
editor,  and  executive.  “He  is  by  far  the  best  executive  in  my  area,” 
said  Bishojp  McConnell  when  be  heard  of  his  election  to  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  Boston  University.  “I  am  confident  that  in  any  position 
calling  for  executive  ability,  unusual  leadership  of  men,  and  vast 
energy  and  courage.  Dr.  Marsh  will  succeed  better  than  any  man 
I  know.” 

“The  election  and  acceptance  of  Dr.  Marsh  as  president  of  Boston 


University,”  wrote  Dr.  Lemuel  H,  Murlin,  president  of  DePauw 
University,  and  former  president  of  Boston  University,  “coines  si 
a  happy  New  Year’s  surprise.  He  is  a  vigorous  and  versatile  per¬ 
sonality,  a  man  among  men,  an  enthusiastic  and  dUig^nt  worker 
who  leads  and  inspires  others  to  their  best.” 

THE  CONVOCATION 

The  president-elect  met  the  official  family  for  the  first  time 
Tuesd^,  January  19,  at  a  “get-together”  banquet,  at  which  G^ 
ernor  Fuller,  Mayor  Nichols,  and  Bishop  Anderson  were  among 
honorary  guests.  It  was  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
university  that  the  trustees,  the  faculties  of  the  ten  schools  and 
colleges,  the  executive  officers,  and  the  office  staffs  of  every  depart¬ 
ment  were  brought  together  at  a  university  family  gathering.  The 
purpose  of  the  get-together  was  to  introduce  the  official  family  to 
its  new  executive  and,  incidentally,  to  each  other. 

The  president  assumed  his  duties  February  1,  and  on  February 
26  the  university  convocation  was  revived  after  four  years,  when 
the  students  gathered  at  two  meetings  in  Tremont  Temple  to  greet 
the  new  executive.  Dr.  Marsh  and  his  address  made  a  great  im¬ 
pression  on  the  students. 

THREE  BIG  AIMS 

President  Marsh  announced  three  large  aims  for  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity.  The  three  big  aims  are:  Organization  of  alumni,  creation 
of  a  spirit  of  oneness  within  the  university,  and  the  assembly  of 
the  physical  plant  upon  a  single  campus. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  ALUMNI 

1.  The  first  aim — that  of  the  organization  of  the  alumni — is  suc¬ 
ceeding.  The  appointment  of  Prof.  Robert  Mason  as  a  full-tifflS 
alumni  secretary  was  the  first  important  step  towards  realization 
of  President  Marsh’s  objective,  the  forming  of  the  12,000  graduate! 
into  a  unified  alumni  organization. 

Soon  after  he  appointed  Mason,  the  president  sent  out  a  mt^ 
sage  to  the  alumni  in  every  State  and  in  twenty  foreign  countd^H 
A  special  “Alumni  Edition”  of  The  News,  containing  the  presidi^^H 
message,  was  sent  out  to  every  alumni.  The  response  of  the  aluflSH 
to  the  message  was  encouraging  and  greatly  helped  Robert  MaMwV 
in  the  work  of  organization,  which  he  began  at  once.  I 
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Dosens  of  alumni  clubs  were  already  organised,  and  many  more 
are  now  bring  united  all  over  the  country.  The  alumni  secretary 
has  traveled  a  great  deal  all  over  the  country,  and  has  just  returned 
from  a  sucMssf^  trip  in  the  South.  In  many  cases  the  president 
Lhas  travded  with  the  secretary  and  has  addressed  the  new  alumni 
I  clubs.  Boston  University  will  soon  be  represented  by  a  string  of 
aubs,  extending  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic  coasts. 

The  first  all-university  reunion  of  graduates  will  take  place  com¬ 
mencement  day,  June  18.  A  monster  luncheon  at  the  arena  will  be 
tendered  the  returning  alumni.  There  will*be  open  house  in  every 
department  to  welcome  the  graduates.  The  class  having  the  largest 
numMr  of  representatives  will  receive  a  prise.  The  classes  of  1877 
and  1902,  who  wUl  be  celebrating  their  fiftieth  and  twenty-fifth  an- 
niverfiaiieSt  have  made  elaborate  plana  for  the  reunion. 

SPIRIT  OP  “ONENESS” 

2.  The  second  aim  of  the  president,  that  of  creating  a  spirit  of 
onraess  within  the  universHv,  is  also  bring  realised.  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  is  being  transformed  from  ten  separate  institutions  into  one 
^eat  university.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  president,  the  different 
departments  have  been  co-operating  wonderfully,  and  a  feeling  of 
a  new  university  consciousness  is  present  everywhere. 

The  two  big  athletic  assemblies  at  tbe  arena,  sponsored  by  the 
president,  besides  expressing  enthusiasm  for  the  Boston  University 
atMetes,  also  helped  to  bring  the  different  parts  of  the  university 
into  a  closer  contact  Students  from  every  department  all  came  with 
one  purpose,  to  cheer  the  teams  of  their  university. 

This  year’s  Junior  Prom  expressed  a  great  deal  the  new  “spirit 
®  u  ^^aU-unlversity  show,  “The  Mikado.”  also  showed 

what  the  united  efforts  of  an  institution  like  Boston  University  can 
accomplish.  Another  example  of  the  new  spirit  of  co-operation  is 
the  insurance  endowment  plan,  which  has  received  the  endorsement 
and  support  of  all  the  departments.  The  plan  is  meeting  with  the 
approvri  of  all  the  seniors  in  the  university,  and  it  shows  good  re¬ 
sults.  With  the  idea  of  further  boosting  this  plan  which  is  to  insure 
the  successful  future  of  Boston  University,  President  Marsh  has 
leered  a  trophy,  suitably  inscribed,  which  will  be  known  as  “The 
President’s  Cup,”  This  cup  will  be  given  to  the  senior  class  of  that 
department,  which  will  enroll  the  largest  percentage  of  its  members 
in  the  insurance  plan.  There  is  keen  competition  between  the  classes, 
and  each  class  is  trying  its  best  to  capture  the  trophy  on  commence¬ 
ment  day. 

A  SINGLE  CAMPUS 

3.  The  third  aim  of  President  Marsh,  that  of  assembling  the  phys¬ 
ical  plant  upon  a  single  campus,  is  by  far  the  most  difficult.  The 
president  has  been  careful  to  name  no  date  for  the  realisation  of 
this  aim.  There  are  good  signs,  however,  that  careful  and  well 
formed  plans  are  being  made  for  the  successful  reaching  of  the  third 
goal  at  some  time  in  the  future. 

Is  desirable,”  said  the  president  in  his  report  to  the  trustees, 
^hat  Boston  University  should  concentrate  a  number  of  departments 
on  a  single  campus.  We  have  already  the  title  to  fifteen  acres  of 
ground  in  an  admirable  location,  the  development  of  which  might 
weU  take  care  of  Boston  University,  with  the  exception  of  certain 
of  its  specialized  professional  schools.” 

In  an  address  at  one  of  the  departments  last  February,  Dr. 
Marsh  clearly  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  Boston  University  and 
his  confidence  in  her  future.  “I’ve  never  put  in  a  year,”  he  said, 
“which  has  given  me  more  durable  satisfaction  than  thp  past  year  as 
president  of  Boston  University.  The  university  has  a  staggering 
problem  ahead  of  it,  but  I  have  absolute  confidence  in  the  future 
of  Boston  University  evidenced  in  every  member  of  tbe  university 
family.  There  is  hopefulness  and  optimism  for  the  future  through- 
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out  the  university;  we  mav  capitalise  on  that  and  make  progress.  I 
view  the  future  with  confidence,  and  hope  for  the  concentration  of 
BostiHi  University  upon  one  campus.” 

ATHLETICS  FOR  ALL 

The  greatest  outburst  of  atUetic  spirit  the  Boston  University  has 
seen  was  shown  at  tbe  first  athletic  assembly  sponsored  by  Pnaldent 
Marsb,  when  4fi00  students  from  all  departments  gathered  at  the 
Boston  arena  to  honor  its  atidetic  teams,  and  eapeduly  the',  footiball 
team,  which  conraered  Tufts  and  Hdy  Cross.  “We  are  going,  to 
win  from  now  on,  encouraged  tbe  president  “Boston  Unlversify  is 
also  going  to  have  an  athletic  field  of  its  own.  I  don’t  know  bow  we 
are  going  to  get  the  money,  but  we’ll  raise  it  somehow.  There  must 
be  a  way,  and  it’s  up  to  us  to  get  ft.” 

FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Dr.  Marsh’s  annual  report  attracted  wide  attention,  and  was 
widely  distributed,  lOJiOO  copies  having  bear  mailed.  Tbe  section 
containing  the  reasons  for  the  president’s  abolition  of  compulwry 
military  training  attracted  special  attention  all  over  tte  country. 
The  president  also  stated  that  he  is  not  a  “padflsP  in  the  modem 
meaning  of  the  word,  and  would  advocate  conscription  if  America’s 
life  and  ideals  should  be  imperilled. 

One  of  the  president’s  great  ideals,  which  he  stresses,  is  his  op¬ 
position  to  the  materialistic  tendencies  of  our  age.  He  mentioned 
the  evils  of  materialism  in  his  inaugural  address,  and  has  recently 
told  a  representative  of  the  Chicago  Tribune  that  materialism  is  the 
basic  reason  for  many  suicides  in  colleges. 

CHARACTER  OR  KNOWLEDGE? 

Believing  that  the  acmiisition  of  character  is  more  important  than 
the  mere  acqpiisition  of  knowledge.  President  Marsh  is  now  conduct¬ 
ing  a  natitm-wide  survey  of  opinion  as  to  how  gdod  dutraeter  can  be 
best  furthered  by  American  institutions  of  Ugfaer  learning.  The 
questiiHmaires  are  sent  to  a  selected  list  of  persons  who  have  attained 
unusual  prominence  in  the  various  walks  of  life,  with  the  request 
that  they  express  their  opinions.  The  results  will  be  assembled,  and 
the  report  will  be  published. 

Among  the  que^ons  which  the  leaders  in  all  parts  of  tbe  country 
are  asked  by  the  president,  is  this:  “If  you  were  the  head  of  a  large 
university  (Boston  University  has  11,744  students),  what  ideals  of 
character  would  you  seek  to  impress  upon  the  students?”  The  ques¬ 
tion  is  characteristic  of  the  president  and  ^  werk.  Tbe  guidance 
of  the  university  is  the  most  important  problem  of  his  life,'  and  be 
wants  a  complete  solution  of  the  problem.  He  wants  his  work  to  be 
as  perfect  as  possible,  and  he  is  anxious  to  get  the  opinions  and 
advice  of  other  people  who  know. 

The  president  entered  upon  work  in  the  office  February  1,  1926, 
and  stayed  on  the  job  from  the  first  day  to  present  date  without  any 
vacation.  The  first  big  task  awaiting  the  new  executive  was  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  $1,600,000  campaign  for  C.  L.  A.,  whldi  had  to  be  cmn- 
pleted  by  June  80,  1926.  Tne  campaign  was  brought  to  a  success¬ 
ful  conclusion,  and  since  then  the  president  has  been  constantly  at 
work  attending  to  his  numerous  tasws,  both  large  and  small,  wlft  the 
same  interest  and  diligence. 

He  has  been  attending  faculty  meetings  in  all  departments,  a 
method  not  followed  by  Boston  University  presidents  for  some  time 
past.  He  has  been  diligent  in  attending  student  affairs,  banquets, 
smokers,  dramatic  events,  debates,  and  athletic  contests.  He  has 
been  active  in  community  affairs,  especially  as  a  sp^er.  He  has 
averaged  ten  formal  addresses  each  week  since  first  of  last  October. 
He  has  also  traveled  thousands  of  miles  for  the  purpose  of  address¬ 
ing  new  alumni  clubs,  and  to  attend  Conferences. 


The  Pastor  As  Evangelist 

By  the  Rev.  George  B.  Dean 

Sup«riiUend«nt  of  Department  of  Evangeliem 

IF  WE  were  to  depend  only  upon  the  services  of  evan-  More  and  more  the  pastor  is  becoming  the  leader  in 
gelists  to  supply  the  demand  made  on  the  depart-  his  own  evangelistic  work.  If  the  public  method  is  em- 
ment  by  the  churches  for  evangelistic  help,  we  would  ployed,  he  does  the  preaching.  If  the  personal  method 
e  sorely  handicapped.  During  recent  years  we  have  is  adopted,  he  organizes  his  church  and  leads  his  peo- 
trained  a  goodly  number  of  pastors  in  the  program  and  pie  in  a  visitation  evangelistic  campaign.  One  of  the 
method  of  personal  evangelism,  and  these  have  been  avail-  chief  aims  of  the  department  has  been  to  stimulate  and 
able  for  a  few  campaigns  each  year.  These  pastors  are  encourage  pastors  to  broaden  their  evangelistic  sym- 
well  distributed  throughout  the  church,  and  many  of  them  pathies  and  activities.  With  some  of  them  the  word 
are  capable  of  conducting  a  successful  campaign  in  any  “evangelism”  had  no  longer  a  place  in  their  working 
ype  of  a  community  and  for  any  type  of  church.  As  vocabulary.  In  the  minds  of  quite  a  few  it  had  come  to 
e  churches  become  acquainted  with  this  type  of  service,  be  synonymous  with  crudity,  extravagance  in  expression, 
^ey  are  taking  advantage  of  the  aid  that  these  pastors  and  clap-trap  in  performance.  With  some  pastors  special 
^n  give  them.  We  have  on  file  a  list  of  names  of  pas-  evangelistic  services  had  no  place  in  their  church  pro- 
wrs  who  may  be  available  for  this  type  of  work  and  will  gram.  The  emphasis  Jthat  has  been  placed  on  the  per- 
be  pleased  to  aid  churches  in  securing  their  help.  sonal  method  has  coirtributed  considerably  to  effect  a 
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change  for  the  better  in  this  respect.  Another  reason 
for  the  change  of  attitude  of  the  pastor  has  been  the 
broadened  scope  now  given  to  the  evangelistic  task  of 
the  church.  In  the  minds  of  many  evangelism  has  meant 
simply  the  saving  of  the  individual  for  heaven  and  sup¬ 
plying  him  with  consolation  and  comfort  until  he  was 
called  hence.  Our  effort  has  been  to  call  the  pastors* 
attention  to  the  more  Scriptural  interpretation  of  evan¬ 
gelism. 

The  New  Testament  conception  was  an  effort  to  re¬ 
deem  the  whole  life  of  the  individual  that  he  might  be  quali¬ 
fied  to  help  redeem  the  whole  life  of  the  world.  As  this  view 
is  accepted  by  pastors  and  churches,  evangelistic  effort  is 
being  more  regularly,  intensely,  and  successfully  engaged 
in  by  them.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  it  is  now  more 
in  favor  among  the  pastors  not  only  to  preach  more 
evangelistic  sermons,  but  to  give  evangelism  itself  an 
outstanding  place  in  the  regular  program  of  their 
churches.  This  bespeaks  a  new  and  a  better  day  for  the 
kingdom  of  God  among  men. 

The  personal  method  is  growing  in  favor  with  the 
years.  Bishop  Berry  says :  “The  enlistment  of  individuals 
to  reach  individuals  is  a  form  of  evangelism  which  is 
sane,  logical,  and  productive.  It  must  be  given  its  right¬ 
ful  place.  The  day  of  mass  evangelism  seems  to  have 
passed.  It  did  some  good  in  its  day,  and  some  harm. 
But  it  has  now  ceased  to  make  an  effective  appeal.  Even 
the  old-time  revival  meeting  in  the  church  is  attended  by 
saints,  but  not  by  sinners.  ‘It  is  almost  impossible  to 
get  unconverted  people  into  our  meetings,’  the  pastors 
report.  If  we  get  them,  we  must  go  after  them.  The 
day  of  the  walking  evangelist  has  come.  The  walking 
evangelist  making  his  way  into  homes,  ofiSces,  stores, 
factories,  schools,  and  everywhere,  is  the  awakened  pas¬ 
tor.  He  is  the  solicitous  Sunday-school  teacher.  He  is 
the  consecrated  member  of  the  Epworth  League.  He  is 
the  earnest  representative  of  the  official  board.  He  is 
the  man  or  woman  who  has  caught  the  heavenly  vision 


and  has  heard  the  call  of  the  Master  to  go  out  at  once 
into  the  waiting  harvest  fields.” 

The  personal  method,  however,  is  not  used  to  the  ex-  ^ 
elusion  of  all  others.  Indeed,  as  the  pastors  in  ever-jjH 
increasing  numbers  are  becoming  convinced  of  the  value  i 
of  all  legitimate  methods,  they  are  using  what  might  be 
called  a  combination  method.  With  some  pastors,  the 
public  evangelistic  meetings  precede  the  personal  visita¬ 
tion  campaigns ;  but  with  most  of  them  the  reverse  order 
is  used. 

The  personal  method  has  an  advantage  in  that  it 
sets  the  church  membership  at  work  doing  its  supreme 
task.  The  method  requires  training  and  organization, 
but  it  well  repays  for  the  time  and  labor  so  spent,  as  it 
rebuilds  the  church,  making  it  stronger  and  more  willing 
to  undertake  any  other  service  that  may  be  required  of 
it.  The  method  compels  the  pastor  and  personal  work¬ 
ers  to  rethink  their  statements  of  faith  as  they  are  called 
upon  by  the  prospects  to  answer  questions  that  perplex 
them  and  are  preventing  them  from  making  an  open  pro¬ 
fession. 

Each  year  the  department  seeks  to  train  an  additional 
number  of  pastors  in  the  personal  method.  This  it  does 
through  institutes  or  schools  in  evangelism.  A  number 
of  pastors  whose  charges  are  in  close  proximity  are^ 
brought  together  by  their  district  superintendent.  Thes 
pastors  give  their  mornings  to  a  series  of  addresses,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  discussions.  Considerable  time  is  given  each 
day  to  the  deepening  and  quickening  of  the  pastors’  own 
spiritual  lives.  At  times,  in  connection  with  these  in¬ 
stitutes,  there  is  put  on  a  demonstration  where  the  pas¬ 
tors  put  into  practice  the  theories  and  plans  suggested. 

In  this  way  they  have  had  their  own  crippling  prejudices 
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broken  down,  and  have  answered  their  own  “serious” 


objections.  They  have  acquired  confidence  and  courage 
and  faith,  and  on  returning  to  their  own  fields  of  labor, 
have  surprised  their  churches  and  themselves  with  the 
splendid  success  that  has  attended  their  efforts. 


The  Retired  Preacher  Painted  Red 

By  the  Rev.  A.  Brown 


There  are  good  and  wholesome  pictures  and  there 
are  bad  pictures.  Cartoons  even  form  ideas  in 
the  mind.  Pictures  teach  object  lessons.  Some 
are  not  intended  to  do  harm  to  the  person  or  cause,  but 
they  do  so  nevertheless.  Pictures  are  used  to  advertise 
every  branch  of  industry,  even  the  breweries.  We  used 
to  see  some  of  our  best  homes  garnished  with  profane  and 
vulgar  pictures.  The  art  work  was  all  right,  but  they 
taught  the  wrong  idea.  We  have  pictures  of  professional 
men  and  great  warriors  going  in  the  little  end  of  life’s 
horn  and  coming  out  big  men  at  the  big  end,  full  grown. 
The  worse  is  put  first. 

I  have  before  me  a  picture — not  a  mental  picture, 
but  a  real  picture — of  an  old  wornout  or  retired  preacher 
with  cap  and  gown  coming  from  the  college  or  begin¬ 
ning.  In  his  last  stage  he  is  leaning  upon  a  cane,  old  and 
wrinkled,  and  going  down  a  hill  on  his  way  to  the  poor- 
house  or  farm.  He  is  headed  somewhere,  far  remote  from 
comfort  and  pleasure.  I  rise  with  all  the  might  and 
manhood  that  I  posses  and  say  that  it  seems  to  be,  to 
my  views,  misleading.  These  pictures  do  harm.  The 


artist  overdraws  a  little.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  either, 
that  the  retired  preacher  has  been  given  a  square  deal 
in  proportion  to  other  ministerial  claims.  One  writer 
puts  it  that  the  other  claims  get  the  turkey  and  dress¬ 
ing,  and  the  old  womou't  preachers  get  the  gizzard.  But 
they  are  happy  and  cheerful  and  are  singing,  only  wait¬ 
ing  until  the  shadows  are  a  little  longer  grown.  They 
live  in  memory  of  what  they  are  entitled  to.  This  makes 
them  happy.  Reverse  those  cartoons,  if  you  please.  We 
are  some  of  the  first  fruit  that  John  saw.  Why  pity  us? 
Why  paint  us  as  wardens.^  Why  present  our  cause  in 
such  a  doleful  way?  I  would  rather,  yea,  much  rather  get 
a  “gizzard,”  knowing  that  it  was  the  best  that  could  be  done 
at  present  than  to  be  tossed  up  and  painted  as  a  scare¬ 
crow  and  printed  in  books  and  magazines  and  sold  for  a 
song.  “Ain’t  it  a  pity,  my  Lord?”  Luke  16.  19-31,  you 
know,  is  a  mighty  sad  picture.  Sometimes  I  think  that  is 
the  way  the  retired  preacher  is  painted.  If  so,  then  'fiA 
who  are  in  the  lake  had  better  tell  the  other  fellow  in  veraij 
twenty-eight  not  to  come  here ;  if  you  do,  you  will  b« 
painted  “red.”  • 
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By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


•uur  stuaies  for  the  quarter  have  been  in  in  a  sense  was  more  difficult  than  Jesus’  hod  *®“®'*"* 
and  not  over  the  life  and  letters  of  Peter;  been.  See  what  he  had  to  do:  Jesus  had  Lesson  One— Peter’s  call  from  being  a 
that  is,  we  have  not  covered  his  entire  life  been  adjudged  worthy  of  death  by  the  Jewish  ft®***™®**  tor  fish  that  would  so  soon  perish 
and  writings.  We  have  studied  less  than  supreme  court,  and  had  been  put  to  death  ***  forgotten,  to  becoming  a  fisher  of 

fifteen  years  of  his  life,  which  covered  prob-  as  a  would-be  insurrectionist  and  blasphemer  destined  to  live  with  the  im- 

ably  around  seventy  years.  The  time  of  his  Now  Peter  was  called  upon  to  convince  tlui  ““rt®*®- 

birth  18  unknown,  and  the  lime  of  his  death  Jews  that  Jesus  was  justified  in  all  that  He  Lesson  Two — That  faith  is  so  necessary  to 
IS  uncertain.  He  was  probably  in  his  thirties  said  and  did;  that  they  had  committed  a  ft®  ****  *®o*'**  of  God  in  the  world.  Peter  was 
when  he  became  a  disciple  of  Jesus.  We  serious  sin  against  God  in  executing  Him,  *»*‘®y*  *»ntil  the  tempest  threatened  him,  then 
know  practically  nothing  about  his  life  be-  and  that  the  only  way  of  atoning  for  their  ***  began  to  sink.  It  requires  courage  to  do 
fore  this  time  except  that  he  was  married,  sin  was  by  renouncing  it  and  accepting  Jesus  ®®ft’®  especially  in  the  mission  fields, 

was  a  fisherman,  and  had  become  a  disciple  as  the  Messiah— that  Is,  he  must  have  them  Lesson  Three— The  great  missionary  truth 
of  John  tte  Baptist.  But  with  our  knowl-  now  accept  as  a  divine  Being  Him  whom  of  the  resurrection.  The  founder  of  no  other 

edge  of  his  characteristics  while  a  disciple  they  had  killed  as  a  criminal.  ,  Whoever  un-  ^®*th  ever  rose  from  the  dead.  Jesus  Christ 

of  Jesus  we  can,  with  a  fair  degree  of  cer-  dertook  that  must  have  expected  to  have  at  ftift-  This  is  the  one  sure  ground  for  hope 

tainty,  surmise  his  character  during  his  pre-  least  the  attempt  to  mete  the  same  measures  *n  the  life  to  come,  and  It  should  be  made 

vious  life,  for  characteristics  cannot  so  easily  out  to  him  that  bad  been  meted  out  to  the  known  to  all  people. 

person  whom  he  was  trying  to  vindicate.  At  Lesson  Four  taught  that  transfiguring 
which  we  studied  in  n*®  was  when  he  any  rate,  he  certainly  experienced  it  (lessons  experiences  are  known  only  where  Clwist  ia 
was  probably  in  his  late  forties.  And  when  9,  11).  But  he  dared  to  undertake  this  and  If  we  look  for  such  we  will  see  in  no 
the  letter  was  written  from  which  our  last  to  preserve  in  the  undertaking  with  all  the  one  save  “Jesus  only.”  He  can  make  life 
les^n  was  taken  he  was  probably  well  along  enthusiasm,  energy,  and  resourcefulness  new  and  can  make  the  world  new. 

in  his  sixties--as  a  matter  of  fact,  but  a  few  which  he  possessed- like  Jesus,  by  verbal  Lesson  Five— Peter’s  H»nial  of  his  Lord 

years  at  most  from  his  mar^rdom.  So  we  persuasions  much,  and  by  miracle  working  was  a  sad  episode  that  told  ns  he  was  verv 

can  convenScntlv  mAlre  thrPd®  Htirlelnne  /xi«v>  /i o  -lAv  a.  .  oca«  kuat  iuiu  US  ae  was  very 
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the  most  responsive  and  initiative  of  all — 

Kon  everrthing,  acting  when  the  others  were 
active  (lessons  2,  6),  and  speaking  when 
the  others  were  silent  (lessons  8,  4).  Jesus’ 
favorites  were  those  from  whom  He  had 
good  reasons  to  expect  the  greatest  service 
of  some  sort  in  His  cause. 

Not  only  was  he  one  of  those  comprising 
the  smaller  group  of  favorites,  but  he  was 
the  favorite  of  these  most  favored  (though 
for  certain  reasons  Jesus’  love  for  John  was 
the  tenderest).  Jesus  saw  in  him  the  great¬ 
est  possibility  for  successful  leadership 
among  the  others,  and  for  this  reason  he  was 
designated  leader  of  the  others  (lesson  6). 
It  is  significant  that  none  of  the  others  of¬ 
fered  any  objection  to  Jesus’  choice,  or  mani¬ 
fested  any  preference  for  any  other  I  As  a 
disciple,  Peter  more  than  any  of  the  others 
showed  that  he  might  mistake,  but  would 
Certainly  undertake,  and  that  he  might  do 
some  wrong,  but  he  certainly  would  do  some 
thinff. 

The  Apoetle  Peter.  As  an  apostle,  Peter 
**a8  thrown  upon  his  native  resourcefulness, 
e*utlvated  and  developed  by  Jesus,  and  di¬ 
eted  by  the  inspiration  of  the  Roly  Spirit 
(lesson  7).  To  say  the  least,  his  task  was 
jBo  sinecure,  and  for  the  undertaking  of  It 
•ws  required  a  man  of  profound  convictions, 
^untless  courage,  and  forgetfulness  of  self. 
And  the  continued  prosecution  of  It  called 
for  a  man  of  tireless  energy  and  inexhausti- 
o*e  patience  and  resourcefulness.  His  task 
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in  a  large  number  of  out-of-doors  recreational 
enterprises. 

A  Mean*  of  Orace.  The  right  sort  of  rec¬ 
reation  has  not  only  value  for  physical  health, 
but  for  morality  and  spirituality.  If  our 
society  spent  more  money  in  providing  proper 
recreation  places  and  facilities  for  its  youth, 
fewer  jails  and  police  would  be  needed  to 


care  for  its  criminals.  The  agencies  of  the 
church  have  a  field  of  immeasurable  service 
in  this  matter  of  furnishing  recreation  of  the 
right  sort.  Let  each  chapter  plan  to  make 
this  summer  memorable  for  the  young  people 
by  Ailing  it  full  of  wholesome,  challenging, 
out-door  events. 

MOROAX  COI.I.EOE. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Benton,  Mite. — Easter  was  carried  out  in 
grand  style.  The  program  was  rendered  at 
Wesley  at  11  A.  M.,  and  at  Mt.  Pleasant 
in  the  morning  and  evening.  Much  credit 
is  to  be  nven  the  Sunday-school  superin¬ 
tendents,  Bros.  Tibbs  and  Wilburn,  and 
every  officer  and  member  for  the  way  they 
handled  the  plan  which  netted  $200  for  World 
Service. — H.  Holston,  Pastor. 

MoComb,  Mi»B. — Mothers’  Day  was  ob¬ 
served  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  many  were  present  to  witness 
the  program,  which  was  conducted  by  Mrs. 
PanUne  Francis.  Collection  for  the  day, 
$6.20.  Prof.  C.  D.  Higgins  gave  an  address 
on  “Mother’s  Care  for  the  Children  and  the 
Home.”  We  are  hoping  to  carry  out  the 
program  of  the  church  this  year. — Rev.  P.  U. 
Stephens,  Pastor. 

MeMinnville,  Tenn. — Smith  Chapel:  The 
Rev.  W.  H.  Holden  preached  a  wonderful 
sermon  at  the  11  o’clock  service  from  the 
book  of  Mark;  text,  “He  was  numbered 
among  the  transgressors.”  At  3  P.  M.  he 
preached  from  1  Cor.  14.  44  at  Bethlehem 
Butist  Church  to  a  large  crowd.  The  Rev. 
Holden  again  Ailed  the  pulpit  at  7.30  P.  M. 
at  the  Methodist  Church,  and  preached  an 
inspiring  sermon  from  Eph.  6.  11.  Collection 
for  the  pastor,  $12.60. — Josie  Looper,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Tylertonm,  Mitt, — Easter  was  a  great  day 
at  St.  James  Church,  Bullock  Chapel,  and 
Pratts  Chapel.  On  Sunday  at  11  A.  M.  the 
Rev.  E.  W.  Middleton,  our  pastor,  preached 
a  very  excellent  sermon  from  St.  John  20.  11; 
subj^,  “Love  for  the  Missionary  Cause.” 
The  Rev.  Middleton  spared  no  pains  in  or¬ 
ganising  his  people  for  World  Service,  so 
as  to  go  over  the  top.  We  succeeded  in  rais¬ 
ing  $88  in  the  Arst  drive.  A  program  was 
rendered  at  each  church.  We  are  working 
and  praying  to  raise  all  of  our  church  claims. 
— I.  H.  Hammond,  Reporter. 

Jaepor,  Tewcu — Neely  Grove  Methodist 
Episcopid  Church:  We  are  exceedingly  glad 
to  report  at  this  time  some  progress  along 
many  lines.  The  Ladies’  Aid  served  a  sur¬ 
prise  banquet,  led  by  Sister  Frances  Rhymes, 
president,  and  Sisters  Beulah  Brumley, 
Beatrice  Brumley,  Sadie  Rhymes,  and  Vertie 
Brumley.  Punch  and  cake  were  served  by 
little  Miss  Beulah  Brumley  and  Master  Er¬ 
nest  L.  L.  Brumley.  We  also  surprised  our 
pastor.  Rev.  W.  L.  Sonier,  with  a  banquet 
on  May  14.  The  ladies  conducted  a  Ash 
pond  and  raised  $4.  Sister  Beulah  Hadnott 
is  treasurer. — Dora  Brumley,  Reporter. 

Handtboro,  Mitt. — We  are  proud  to  say 
that  Easter  was  a  grand  day  at  Riley  Chapel. 
Services  began  at  4  A.  M.,  vrith  Dr.  M.  T. 
J.  Howard  present,  who  brought  to  us  a 
wonderful  message.  At  11  A.  M.  Dr.  How¬ 
ard  preached  an  able  sermon.  The  program 
rendered  by  the  Sunday  school  at  7.30  P.  M. 
was  carried  out  to  the  letter.  The  follow¬ 
ing  made  reports:  Miss  C.  Hammac,  $17 ; 
Mias  C.  Haines,  $80;  Miss  E.  Haines,  $19; 
Miss  T.  Turner,  $6;  Mr.  W.  H.  Hammac,  $5; 
Miss  S.  Guyton,  $10;  Miss  M.  Clary,  $63; 
total  amount  raised,  $247.50.  The  Sunday 
school  raised  $60. — Edward  Smith,  Reporter. 

Cherry  Vedley,  Tenn. — Dowell  Chapel 
Melodist  Eplscc^al  Church  is  doing  great 
work.  May  29  was  a  high  day.  We  con¬ 
ducted  a  rally  for  the  beneAt  of  the  pastor 
and  the  trustees.  Mrs.  W.  Neal,  Club  No.  1, 
reported  $26.62;  Mrs.  M.  Alexander,  No.  2, 


$12;  Mrs.  E.  Bradley,  No.  3,  $12.70;  Mrs.  M. 
Bryan,  No.  4,  $8.60;  Mrs.  M.  Haston,  No.  6, 
$1.16.  The  Rev.  A.  Phillip  was  with  us  on 
that  day  and  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon 
at  11  A.  M.  The  Rev.  A.  D.  Butler  preached 
at  3  P.  M.  A  basket  dinner  was  held  on  the 
grounds.  Total  collected  for  the  day,  $126.15. 
— Rev.  A.  D.  Butler,  Pastor;  Miss  C.  Butler, 
Reporter. 

Scooba,  Mite. — We  appropriately  observed 
Easter  at  Blue’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  pastor  assessed  each  male 
member  $6,  and  each  female  $2.60.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  them  paid  their  assessment.  We  also, 
had  a  sinners’  club  organized,  of  which  Mr. 
Allen  Baitie  was  captain.  They  reported  $16. 
The  Rev.  E.  H.  Williams,  the  prominent  and 
efficient  pastor  of  the  Dekalb  circuit,  and  his 
congregation  were  with  us  at  3  P.  M.,  and 
he  delivered  a  strong  sermon.  The  Rev.  J. 
S.  Williams,  the  able  district  superintendent, 
Jackson  District,  was  also  present.  Collec¬ 
tion  was  as  follows:  Membership,  $133;  De¬ 
kalb,  $16;  sinners,  $16;  total,  $163. — F.  L. 
Williams.  Pastor. 

Angleton,  Texat. — This  circuit  is  truly 
alive.  We  had  the  greatest  Easter  exercise 
in  the  history  of  the  circuit.  At  St.  Joseph 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  service  began  at 
4  A.  M.  Sunday  with  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Warren, 
pastor,  present.  He  preached  from  Matt. 
28.  6.  One  person  joined  the  church.  At 
9.46  the  Sunday  school  was  held,  with  a  large 
attendance.  .\t  11  A.  M.  the  pastor  preached 
a  soul-stirring  sermon,  and  at  3  P.  M.  general 
speaking  meeting  was  held.  The  pastor  then 
went  ten  miles  to  the  next  point,  where  he 
helped  to  carry  out  the  program  at  night, 
conducted  by  Mrs.  Dosie  Rivers  and  Mrs. 
Ida  Watkins.  Total  raised  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  $71;  to  the  pastor,  $9.15;  grand  total  for 
the  day,  $80.16. — Dosie  Rivers,  Reporter. 

West  Asheville,  N.  C. — Our  church,  Wilson 
Chapel,  is  moving  on  toward  the  goal.  Five 
new  members  have  joined  since  the  coming 
of  our  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Harris, 
D.D.  The  new  parsonage  has  been  completed. 
Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
by  District  Superintendent  N.  J.  Pass,  May 
22.  The  officers  reported  the  work  in  good 
condition.  The  pastor  is  expected  to  leave 
this  month  for  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  to  he  mar¬ 
ried  to  .Miss  Christie  Graves,  a  high-school 
teacher  and  a  graduate  of  Shaw  University. 
She  also  completed  graduate  work  in  Colum¬ 
bia  University,  New  York.  Miss  Graves  is 
the  daughter  of  Willis  Graves,  a  highly  re¬ 
spected  citizen  of  Raleigh,  and  a  leader  in 
our  church.  The  Rev.  Harris  has  just  com¬ 
pleted  a  new  $1,000  home  here. — Reporter. 

Hickory,  Miss.- — April  17  was  a  high  day 
throughout  the  Garlandville  charge,  hegin- 
ning  at  Bethel  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli. 
Sunday  school  was  held  at  9.30  A.  M.,  and 
at  11  o’clock  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Wright,  our 
beloved  pastor,  preached  a  wonderful  ser¬ 
mon  to  the  delight  of  all.  Amount  raised 
for  World  Service  at  this  jioint  was  .$13.40. 
At  3  P.  M.,  at  Mt.  Zion,  the  pastor  preached 
a  wonderful  sermon;  raised  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  $16.02.  At  7  P.  M.,  at  Pilgrim  Rest,  the 
.s])irilual  tide  ran  high.  We  enjoyed  another 
able  message  from  the  pastor,  and  $12  was 
raised  for  World  Service.  Total,  raised  for 
the  day,  .$H.42.  We  are  few  in  number,  but 
we  are  still  striving  to  put  the  program  over. 
We  thank  the  Conference  for  sending  to  us 
as  pastor  the  Rev.  .\.  D.  Wright. — F.  L. 
.Jones,  Reporter. 

Hickory,  ilfiss.— -The  Easter  drive  of  Hick¬ 
ory  circuit  was  a  great  success.  On  that 
day  the  program  of  the  church  was  put  over. 
At  11  A.  -M.  the  resurrection  sermon  was 


preached  hy  the  Rev.  Harrison,  who  was 
at  his  best.  Four  children  were  baptized. 
Twenty-one  unit  lenders  of  both  churches. 
Hickory  and  Newton,  laid  on  the  table,  $426 
— Hickory,  $200;  Newton,  $226.  At  night 
an  excellent  joint  program,  conducted  by 
Mrs.  S.  L.  Harrison,  of  Hickory,  and  Mrs. 
C.  WhitAeld,  of  Newton,  Miss.,  was  ren¬ 
dered.  Mrs.  Olivia  Eanam  and  her  Sunday 
school  of  the  Baptist  Church  took  an  active 
part.  Hickory  charge  is  highly  pleased  with 
the  return  of  the  Rev.  Harrison.  He  is  .  a 
man  that  knows  no  failure.  The  church  is 
better  organized  now  than  at  any  other  time 
in  its  history. — M.  Gaddis,  Reporter. 


Franklin,  La. — Easter  was  a  great  day  in 
Asbury.  We  were  highly  favored  in  hav¬ 
ing  with  us  Dr.  R.  B.  Hayes,  dean  of  New 
Orleans  University,  who  preached  two  great 
sermons,  and  delivered  a  great  address  tu 
our  Sunday  school.  His  sermons  and  ad¬ 
dress  will  be  long  remembered.  The  mem¬ 
bers  stood  nobly  by  the  pastor  on  Easter. 
Three  new  members  have  joined  the  churcli 
and  twenty-four  members  of  the  Sunday 
school  decided  to  live  for  Christ.  Too  much 
cannot  be  said  in  honor  of  Miss  Ella  Lock- 
wood,  our  Sunday-school  superintendent, 
and  her  faithful  teachers  and  officers.  We 
are  very  grateful  to  Miss  Thelma  Hayes, 
director  of  music  in  the  Parish  Training 
School  of  Franklin,  La.,  and  to  the  Rev. 
Stansbury  for  service  rendered  in  helping 
to  make  the  Sunday-school  program  great. 
— J.  O.  Richards,  Pastor. 


Cloverport,  Ky. — On  the  return  of  the 
pastor.  Rev.  A.  L.  Hook,  to  us  for  another 
year.  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  held  a  reception  in  honor  of  him  and 
his  wife.  A  nice  crowd  was  present  and 
reported  an  enjoyable  time.  Addresses  were 
made  by  the  president  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society,  Miss  Carrie  Crittenden, 
and  others,  expressing  their  thanks  for  the 
return  of  the  pastor  and  pledging  their  loy¬ 
alty  for  another  Conference  year,  and  also 
welcoming  the  pastor  back  to  his  field  of 
labor.  On  May  12  a  storm  struck  the  par¬ 
sonage  and  left  a  well-laden  table  of  choice 
groceries  to  the  amount  of  thirty-five  pounds, 
as  well  as  a  nice  dress  fur  the  little  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  pastor.  The  storm  was  led  by  tlie 
Misses  Lorena  and  Mattie  Beatrice  Salis- 
field,  Mary  E.  Cireen,  and  N.  L.  Board. 
Tliank  you;  cull  again. — Rejiorter. 


Pass  Christian,  Miss. — Easter  was  a  high 
day  here  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Commencing  at  4  A.  M.,  a  large 
congregation  gathered  and  listened  to  an  in¬ 
teresting  sermon  on  the  resurrection  of 
Christ  the  Lord  by  the  pastor.  At  night 
Mrs.  Lucretia  Booth  conducted  a  splendid 
program  '  by  the  Sunday-school  scholars 
which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Our  Easter  col¬ 
lection  for  World  Service  went  over  the  top,. 
.$274.  Mrs.  C.  Sinclair,  $10.26;  Mrs.  L.  ShiefI 
.$15.25;  Mrs.  D.  Jones’  East  End  Club,  .$30.20; 
Mrs.  R.  Saucier,  .$.30;  Mrs.  M.  Daniels,  .$17.6.5; 
Miss  J.  Cammack,  for  Epworth  League, 
.$-l-3.69;  Mrs.  E.  Saucier,  $25.25;  Sunday 
scliool,  .$9.50;  Mrs.  Dumon,  $3.75;  J.  Wil¬ 
liams.  $1;  T.  Daniels,  $1;  A.  Ware,  $1;  Mrs. 
T.  Robinson,  .$2.50;  cash,  ,$5;  morning  and 
j)uhlic  collection,  .$63;  total,  $274. — The  Rev. 
J.  M.  Shumpert,  Pastor;  Mrs.  R.  D.  Tlionq)- 
son,  Reporter. 


Newton,  Miss. — Sylvester  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  feels  happy  over  the  Easter 
drive.  Easter  was  a  high  day  spiritually 
and  financially.  Wc  hcg;in  our  work  shortly 
aft<-r  Conference;  each  class  leader  feels  re- 
|)aid  for  the  wonderful  effort.  The  reports 
were  as  follows:  Mrs.  Roberta  Cole,  .$32.60; 
-Mrs.  .\.  Chestnut,  .$24.60;  Mrs.  L.  Ch!i])inan. 
.$22.40;  Mrs.  Marv  Scott,  $18.20;  Mrs.  V. 
Belt,  $13.90;  Mrs. 'N.  Steele,  .$18..30;  .Mrs.  I- 
Epkin.s,  $18;  Mrs.  W.  Wil.son,  .$11..30;  Mrs. 

N.  Oaten,  $10.40;  Mr.  Wm.  Whitefield,  $12.45; 
Ei)Wf)rth  League,  .$5;  Sunday  school,  .$12.60; 
I.adies’  .\id,  .$5;  Home  Mi.s.sion,  .$5;  total 
r.'iised,  .$227.25.  Our  World  Service  quota 
was  pai<l  in  full  and  a  neat  sum  left  in  the 
treasury.  We  are  making  great  preparati.nis^ 
to  entertain  the  Annual  Conference  in  192H^^ 
.Siiperintendi'-nt  Hardy  and  his  Sunday  school 
rendered  a  wonderful  ])rogram  on  Sunday 
night;  Miss  Myrtle  Fikes  as  pianist  was  at 
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her  best. — The  Uev.  S.  L.  Harrison,  Pastor; 
Miss  Ada  Steele,  Reporter. 

Liti/tonsinlle,  Md. — A  religious  cantata  was 
^ven  by  the  Laytonsville  charge  at  Rrook 
"Jtove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Marcli 
4P1927,  under  the  direction  of  our  pastor,  tl*e 
Rev.  H.  A.  Brooks,  and  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Marion  O.  Brooks,  of  Calvert  Co.,  Md.,  wlio 
was  accompanied  by  her  two  sisters,  Mrs. 
Maggie  A.  Locks  and  Mrs.  Pinkie  P.  Chase, 
and  their  husbands,  Messrs.  Ixjcks  and  Chase. 
Mrs.  Julia  Gross,  also  of  Calvert  County, 
and  .Miss  Gertrude  Hawkins,  of  Washington, 
D.  C.,  were  also  among  tlie  invited  guests 
and  took  part  in  the  cantata.  It  i)roved  to 
be  quite  a  success,  financially  and  spiritually. 
The  church  was  filled  to  its  capacity,  and 
everyone  was  wonderfully  pleased.  Sev<  ral 
requests  have  been  made  for  its  repetition. 
Tlie  members  of  this  charge  gave  to  our  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  H.  A.  Brooks,  and  family  an 
elaborate  surprise  shower,  March  3,  at  tin- 
parsonage.  There  were  about  forty  persons 
in  tlie  party.  On  the  same  day  the  Ladies’ 
Aid  Society  gave  to  the  pastor  .$.5  for  a  liat 
for  Conference.  After  a  few  well-chosen 
carols  by  the  choir,  followed  by  refreshments, 
words  of  appreciation  and  gratitude  were  ut¬ 
tered  by  the  pastor,  with  the  gracious  invita¬ 
tion  to  come  again.— Carrolensia  Howard, 
Re})orter. 


Victoria,  Texan. — An  excellent  j)rogram 
was  rendered  on  Easter  Sunday  at  Webster 
Chapel.  Interest  in  the  class  contest  ran  very 
higli,  after  wliich  the  pastor.  Rev.  S.  l5. 
Mpsely,  preached  at  the  11  o’clock  service 
Qni  the  subject,  “Life  of  Immortality.’’  It 
was  a  great  message.  Tlie  program  rendered 
at  night  by  the  Sunday  school,  conducted  by 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Mosely  and  others,  was  excellent. 
The  Sunday  school  raised  .$+2. 11  for  World 
Service.  Miss  G.  .M.  Phillips  is  the  efficient 
superintendent;  the  Epworth  League,  .$11.6.5; 
Ladies’  Aid,  .$10;  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society,  $6.50.  When  all  reports  were 
rendered,  we  were  over  the  top,  and  the  good 
people  of  Webster  Chapel  said  to  their  pas¬ 
tor,  “Let  us  pay  our  full  quota  for  World 
Service,  $328,  though  our  local  obligations  are 
pressing.”  We  were  happy  to  leave  for  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference,  lieads  up  and  smiling.  .V 
complete  surprise  came  to  the  pastor  in 
March,  just  after  his  recovery  from  an  at¬ 
tack  of  rheumatism,  when  the  members 
brought  to  the  parsonage  a  liasket  filled  with 
many  good  things.  They  were  indeed  W’el- 
come.  May  God  bless  all.  One  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  jiresentcd  the  pastor  a  white  rose  as  a 
token  of  love,  and  he  resiiondcd  in  a  few  well 
chosen  words. — Rejiorter. 


California,  Mo. — The  members  of  Mount 
Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  greeted 
the  pastor.  Rev.  Ernest  Scott,  on  his  return 
from  CiHiference  with  a  rousing  welcome 
Jjj^tlie  evening  following  his  return.  The 
jMilling  Workers”  gathered  at  the  jiar- 
Sonage  with  songs  of  welcome  !ind  baskets 
laden  with  groceries  and  a  nice  contribution 
of  money.  Tliey  also  carried  with  them  ice 
cream  ■•md  cake,  which  was  served,  ;ind  ;i  very 
pleasant  social  hour  w;is  spent.  T’be  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  club  and  various  memtiers  made 
•oiks,  expressing  their  happiness  in  having 
the  pastor  and  wife  for  another  year.  The 
Key.  and  Mrs.  Scott  responded,  exjiressing 
their  /qiprcciation  for  the  welcome  given  them 
and  their  pleasure  in  being  back  for  another 
.vears  work.  On  the  following  Sunday,  at 
the  close  „f  the  night  service,  the  junior  stew¬ 
ards  jiresentcd  the  pastor  with  a  donation 
ot  live  dollars  as  ;i  token  of  welcome.  On 
unday,  September  15,  .Superintendent  and 
■urs.  .McAllister  were  with  us.  Superintend¬ 
ent  .McAllister’s  splendid  sermons  were 
gfcatly  enjoyed.  At  the  night  service  two 
young  men  united  with  the  church.  The 
enurch  is  in  good  shape,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  a  glorious  and  siicce.ssful  year’s 
''nrk.  Siqihia  Williams  Kennedv,  itep'orter. 


rnou,  /«(/.— Our  memhershiii  has  taken 
n  m.\v  lifp  ,,1^. 

icreiice,  and  they  are  going  to  put  the 
gram  over  this  year.  They  have  raised 
H  ''  ■''**  Juo.  Duncan,  .$25;  W 

»•  .Monigouiery,  .$20;  Homer  I, a  Hue,  .$20 i 
'  U.ih  1  honipkiiis,  .$20;  Ladies’  Aid,  .$25; 
"o  (lull,  ,$25;  ('has.  Davi.s,  $15;  Dora  Al¬ 


ston,  .’i)5;  Jno.  Sumerville,  $16;  W.  T.  Bagby, 
$10;  Annie  Wiggins,  $6;  Carrie  Walker,  $6; 
Geo.  Montgomery,  $5;  Jno.  Wiggins,  .$10; 
Lavert  Simpson,  ,$15;  Ida  Montgomery,  .$5; 
Celia  Drake,  .$9;  Mignion  Haloseken,  .i5; 
Louise  Thomas,  .$2.60;  Henrietta  Valentine, 
76  cents;  F.  M.  Williams,  .$5;  Francis  Boone, 
.$2;  O.  J.  Warfield,  $2;  Najioleon  Adams, 
$16;  Katie  Simpson,  ,$5;  Catherine  Drake,  .$5; 
Mae  Boyd,  .$2.60;  Randal  Alston,  $5;  Hen¬ 
rietta  Davi.s,  $10;  Clara  Gaddis,  $1;  Mance 
Gaddis,  $5;  Ed  Jennings,  ,$2;  Celestine  Cook, 
.$5;  America  Bushaw,  .$2;  Lizzie  Green,  $2; 
Ran  Wilson,  .$;!;  Mary  Clemons,  $1;  Rev.  E. 
W.  Chavis,  50  cents;  Mrs.  Riley  Cook,  10 
cents;  miscellaneous,  .$1;  making  a  grand 
total  of  .$.318.85.  These  are  correct  figures, 
which  were  collected  by  the  membership  and 
Iriends  of  the  Second  Methodist  Episcoiial 
Church  in  Anderson,  Ind.,  within  thirty  days. 
We  ;ire  proud  of  such  heroes  and  heroines 
who  reside  in  Anderson,  and  therefore  com¬ 
mend  their  financial  record  to  Methodism 
everywhere.  'I’hey  are  worthy.— T.  S.  Mc- 
-Morris,  Pastor. 

Morgan  Cih/.  La. — Union  Chajiel  and  its 
pastor  are  undergoing  the  most  trying  test 
of  their  lives,  but  are  still  hopeful  that  vic¬ 
tory  will  be  theirs,  and  that  both  will  enjoy 
the  greatest  success  in  all  their  lives.  Au¬ 
gust  22,  1926,  a  hurricane  struck  the  town, 
demolishing  the  church  building,  causing 
many  to  leave  the  church  and  leaving  only  a 
few  faithful  members  who  held  on  regardless 
of  conditions.  The  Odd  Fellows  opened  the 
doors  of  their  splendid  building  and  bade 
us  come  in.  few  worked  on;  the  jiastor 
hung  on  with  nothing  but  faith — seven  chil¬ 
li  ren  in  school,  with  one  small  church  of 
twenty  adult  members.  This  was  the  Ber¬ 
wick  congregation.  We  finally  succeeded  in 
raising  enough  money  to  begin  our  new 
church.  Owing  to  the  segregation  laws,  a 
number  of  jiersons  of  the  other  race  ob¬ 
jected  to  our  rebuilding  in  the  same  spot. 
Nearly  eight  months  had  elapsed  when  the 
segregation  law  was  pronounced  unconstitu¬ 
tional.  However,  since  we  had  been  kept  oft 
so  long,  and  in  the  meantime  casting  about 
for  a  more  desirable  lot,  we  located  one  and 
decided  to  sell,  but  before  we  could  find  a 
buyer  we  are  now  halted  by  perhaps  the 
greatest  flood  in  the  country’s  history.  We 
are  now  marooned  on  a  lonely  isle.  Faith 
and  hope  still  make  the  future  bright.  We 
had  planned  to  go  over  the  top  on  Easlei' 


District 

District  Rounds 

MEN' N ETT'S V II ,LE  DISTR R  T 
Third  J'oiind — Alcot,  .tune  t,  5;  Chester¬ 
field,  11,  12;  Bethel  and  Fibenezer,  18,  19; 
Cheraw,  19,  20;  Hartsville  Ct.,  25,  26;  Harts- 
ville  .Mission,  2(i  (P.  M.);  Hartsville  Station, 
26,  27;  St.  John  and  Weslev,  Julv  2,  3;  Lydia 
.iml  Kingville,  .3  (P.  M‘.);  .sVr.icuse  ‘and 
I’rovidence,  9,  10;  Darlington,  io,  11;  Dar¬ 
lington  ft.,  II;  Little  Rock,  16,  17;  Dillon, 
17,  18;  Hamer,  19;  District  Conference  (New 
Holly  cbiirch),  20-21;  Clio  and  Dunbar,  30, 
•31;  Bienbeim  ami  Spears,  .\ugust  6,  7;  Ben- 
nettsville,  7,  8;  Tatum  and  MeColl,  13,  11; 
Level  Green  and  Wesley,  20,  21;  North  Marl¬ 
boro,  27,  28. 

Ile.ir  Bretliren:  'I'be  year  is  half  gone.  You 
reidize  tli.it  wli.it  must  be  done,  must  be  done 
now.  Push  the  battle  to  the  gale.  Major  in 
soul  saving,  evangelism.  World  Service,  en¬ 
dowment.  in  fact,  raise  oiu-  hundred  per  cent 
for  all  the  claims.  Get  your  full  quota  for 
the  .Southwestern  Christian  .Vdvoeate.  I  am 
dejiending  iqion  each  and  every  one  to  go 
over  the  fop  iind  on  to  the  goal.  Let’s  go! 
W.  S.  riionipson.  District  Superintendent. 

B  R  0( )  K  H  A  E  N  D I STR ICT 
Third  Itonnd^  Brookhaven-Carlos,  July  9, 
It);  Brookhaven  Ct.,  11;  Crystal  .Sjirings'Ct., 
16,  17;  Kenolia,  23,  21;  Bridgevillc,  .August 
6.  7;  Crystal  .Spring.s,  13,  11;  Wesson,  1.3-16; 
Hazelhurst,  20.  21;  McComb,  25;  Summit  and 
.Magnolia,  ‘27.  28;  Riles  ami  Oma,  .September 
8.  9;  Columbia.  10.  H;  St.  I’aiil  and  New 


with  our  World  Service  quota  of  .$‘231.  A 
cloudburst  came  on  Good  Friday  and  flooded 
this  section  of  the  town,  which  has  been 
under  water  ever  since;  But  to  date  every 
dollar  of  our  quota  is  paid  and  the  con¬ 
gregation  and  pastor  are  hopeful  that  when 
the  waters  recede,  they  will  grace  the  town 
with  the  best  church  building  for  our  group. 
We  beg  the  prayers  of  the  more  fortunate 
ones  that  we  may  win  through  faith  and 
hard  labor.- The  Rev.  R.  A.  Walmslev,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

liryan.  Texan. — F7aster  Sunday  in  Lee’s 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  a 
day  not  so  easily  forgotten  by  those  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  very  excellent  program  ren¬ 
dered  throughout  tlie  day,  conducted  by  Mrs. 
E.  M.  Blue.  The  three  main  features  of  the 
program  were:  the  rendition  of  the  Easter 
Prayer  by  little  Ijovis  Carroll,  followed  by 
the  Lord’s  Prayer  in  concert,  led  by  her  also, 
and  a  monologue  by  Mr.  Bruce  Barrows — 
subject,  “Behold  Thy  Mother,”  and  a  mono¬ 
logue  by  Miss  Lizzie  Black — subject,  “Jo¬ 
seph’s  Daughter.”  The  members  contributed, 
as  follows:'  Rev.  J.  L.  Blue,  .$19.13;  T.  P. 
Peterson,  .$21,10;  E.  F.  C.  F'orrester,  .$12.90; 
E.  M.  Blue,  $8.45;  Dr.  1.  A.  Carter.  E. 
Hood,  R.  E.  Thurman,  .M.  E.  Thurman,  L. 

V.  Green,  J.  C.  Green,  $7..50  each;  L.  A. 
Johnson,  $7.76;  I,.  Vaughns,  $7.06;  L.  C. 
Campbell,  $5.99;  A.  M.  Burrell,  .$5.26;  E. 
Tolden,  .$4.61;  W.  C.  Johnson,  ^1.08;  I.  A. 
Ragland,  $3;  V.  J.  Haynes,  $2.75;  K.  Tolden 
and  G.  Smith,  $2.66  each;  I..  V.  Hood,  ,$2.66; 
A.  Lights,  $4.61;  M.  A,  Rogers,  G.  D.  Hen¬ 
son,  $2  each;  W.  Gilbert,  $1.63;  S.  Brown, 
$1.38;  W.  Miles,  $1.25;  W.  W.  Brown,  $1.50; 
E.  Jackson,  R.  Ward,  General  Clay,  Prof. 

W.  C.  D.  Kates,  A.  S.  Kates,  L.  V.  Taylor, 
L.  Mason,  L.  King,  L.  Thomas,  N.  Lights, 
M  .  Gross,  R.  C.  Clemens,  S.  Osburn,  M.  A. 
Johnson,  $1  each;  C.  Henson,  -  76  cents; 
A.  Barrows,  37  cents;  paid  on  World 
Service  this  Conference  year,  $226.  The 
rally  was  continued  until  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  May.  The  third  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  May  6-8.  District  superin¬ 
tendent  was  paid  in  full.  All  of  the  auxil¬ 
iaries  are  doing  e.xcellent  work.  Under  the 
efficient  leadership  of  Dr.  I.  A.  Carter,  our 
Sunday  school  was  able  to  pay  on  World 
Service  .$18.  Mrs.  M.  A.  Johnson’s  class  paid 
on  Easter  morning  .$3,  and  the  Intermediate 
class,  taught  by  Mrs.  F..  M.  Blue,  composed 
of  ten  jiupils,  raised  $‘2.96. — Reporter. 


Activities 

Bethel,  15;  Lamjiton,  17,  18;  F'lorence,  23; 
Hub,  24,  25;  Tylertown,  October  1,  2.  The 
District  Conference  will  be  held  July  28-31, 
at  Hazelhurst,  Miss. 

Dear  Brethren:  Your  Easter  rejiorts  were 
just  fine,  and  we  are  grateful  to  you  for 
your  untiring  efforts.  Let  us  plan  to  make 
iin  “Over  the  top"  rejiort  by  the  District 
Conferenee  on  all  claims,  such  as  Pensions 
and  Relief,  Episcopal  F’und,  General  Con¬ 
ference  expense,  and  the  Southwestern  Chris- 
ti.in  .-Advocate. — G.  W.  t'oleman,  Dist.  Supt. 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT 

Third  Round — Crawfordsville  Ct.,  June  18, 
19;  Sidney,  24;  Batesville,  26,  27;  Newport, 
.luly  2,  3;  Brickeyes  Ct.,  9,  10;  Caldwell  Ct., 

I. 3,  14;  Marianna-Scott  Valiev,  16,  17;  Moro, 
22;  .Marianna  Ct.,  ‘2:5.  24;  Helena,  28;  Marvell 
Ct.,  :50,  31;  Hughes  Ct.,  August  6,  7;  Claren¬ 
don,  12;  Brinkley  and  Penrose,  l;j,  U;  Brink- 
ley  Ct.,  18,  19;  Palestine  Ct.,  20,  21;  Hunter 
Ct.,  ‘26;  Auvergne,  27,  28;  Augusta,  Septem¬ 
ber  .‘5,  4;  Cotton  Plant,  5;  Forrest  City,  10, 

II.  ^ 

De.ir  Brethren:  Easter  is  over  and  the 
flood  has  caused  a  shortage  in  our  World 
Service  rejiort.  Now  let  us  press  harder 
than  ever  to  reach  the  goal  of  a  complete 
World  Service  quota.  Nothing  less  than  that 
will  enable  us  to  stand  before  God  with  a 
clear  conscience.  Let  us  do  our  best  to  raise 
the  last  ilollar  by  the  District  Conference, 
.Vugust  :5-7.  The  flood  is  gone,  and  we  are 
yet  alive  to  do  something  great  for  Christ 
and  His  cause.  May  I  ask  you  to  report 
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Roster  of  District  Conferences  for  19‘27  Season 

We  will  cheerfully  make  any  corrections  or  entries  where  necessary.  A  i>ostcard  request  is  all 
that  is  expected.  District  Superintendents  will  kindly  enUr  theirs  as  early  as  possible. 

District  Place  DaU  Dlst.  SupU 

Topeka . Armourdaie,  Kans . June  28-July  3......D.  G.  Franklin 

Bluefleld . Princeton,  Va . June  29-July  3 . B.  J.  Martin 

Pulaski . Chriatiansburg.  Va .  J une  29-July  3 . A.  Davis 

Oklahoma . Boley,  Okla . July  6-10 . J.  H.  j^lis 

Sumter . Camden.  S.  C .  ..July  6-10 . A.  G.  Townsend 

Rocky  Mount . Manhattan,  Kans . July  6-10 . B.  R.  Broker 

La  Tcche .  .  .Napoleonville,  La . July  6-10 . H.  DanWs 

San  Angelo . Brady,  Texas . July  12-17 . S.  E.  BlMknell 

Baton  Rouge . ScotlandvUle,  La . July  12-1 1 . B.  J.  Rrodix 

Knoxville . Mascot,  Tenn . July  13-17 . F.  D.  Johnson 

Waycross . So.  End,  Patterson,  Ga . July  14-17 . W.  H.  Od^ 

Navasota . Hempstead,  Texas . July  19-24 . A.  J.  Newton 

Murfreesboro . Cookeville,  Tenn . July  19-24 . F.  N. 

Oulfside . Escatawpa,  Miss . July  20-24 . E.  A.  Wilson 

Lake  Charles . Lake  Charles,  La . July  20-24 . W.  J.  H^pton 

Wilmington . Lumberton,  N.  C . -July  20-24 . G.  M.  Phelps 

Bennettsville . Hamer,  S.  C . July  20-24 . W.  S.  Thompson 

Jacksonville . Jacksonville,  Fla . July  20-24 . H.  W.  Bartley 

Western . Lenoir,  N.  C . July  21-24 . N.  J.  Pms 

Spartanburg . Cowpens,  S.  C . July  27-30 . L.  W.  Williams 

Vicksburg . Bolton,  Miss . July  27-81 . J.  R. 

Brookhaven . .  .Haalehurst.  Miss . July  27-31 . G.  W.  Colenian 

Montli^ery . Broth.  Ala. .  Ju^y  27-31 . P.  P.  Wr*ght 

AU^ic . Cocoa,  Fla . July  27-31 . John  W.  Wesley 

Alexandria . Bronville,  La. . July  27-31 . £“1®* 

Winston . Elkin.  N.  C . July  27-31 . J.  A.  Baxter 

Orangeburg  .  J“'y  27-31 . J.  B.  Taylor 

Greenville . Seneca,  S.  C . July  27-31 . J.  E.  C.  Jenkins 

So.  Baltimore . Churchton,  Md . Aug.  2-7 . ^  C^oll 

Pittsburgh . Fairmount.  W.  Va . Aug.  2-  7 . ,W.  H.  I^n 

Hattiesburg . State  Line,  Miss . Aug.  3-  7 . W.  ^H.^^Smith^ 

Hannibal . Moberly.  Mo . Aug. 

LaGrange . 2ebulon,  Ga . Aug. 

Savannah . . Woodbine,  Ga . -  . Aug. 

Palestine . Mexia,  Texas.. 

Forrest  City . Hughes.  Ark... 

Lexington . I^xington,  Ky. 


Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 


8-7 . C.  S.  Webster 

3-7 . J.  B.  Maddux 

3-  7 .  .  .  S.  D.  Bankston 

3-  7 . W.  R.  Robinson 

3-  7 . J.  H.  Hatchett 

3-7 . L.  E.  Jordan 


Charleston  ...  . Summerville.  S.  C . Aug.  3-  7 . A.  R.  Howard 

Jackson  .  .  Benton.  Miss . Aug.  4-7 . .J.  ^Wiliams 

.  .Alamo.  Tenn . Aug.  10-14..  ..  . W.  B.  Crenshaw 

city .  ...Kansas  City,  Mo . Aug.  10-14.. . E.  W.  Hannah 

Ska.  .  Aik . Aug.  10-14 . J.  C.  Chuman 

A Is«eaburff.  Va . Aug.  16-21..  .J.  U,  King 

Awfen  . : Ind. .  . Aug.  16-21 . P.  T.  Gorham 

Tuscaloosa.  .  . Ncwbern.  Ala . Aug.  17-21 . ?' 

Beaumont....  . Beaumont,  Texas . Aug.  17-21 . J.  W.  Gilder 

”f"  “.iii;, .  Atlanta.  Ga . Aug.  17-21 . N.  J.  Crolley 

otcllll  . : : :  . FU . Aug.  I8-21 . F.  E.  Welch 

HoIIv  Snrines . .Oxford,  Mis^ . Aug.  23-28 . A.  G.  Coje 

.  .Cedar  Key.  Fla . Aug.  24-28 . 

Palmetto,  Ga . Aug.  24-28 . 

.  .  .  .Aug.  24-28 . 

.Aug.  31-Sept.  4 


Holly  Springs. 

Gainesville . 

Florence  . Cades,  S,  C 

Fort  Smith... . No.  Little  Rock.  Ark..  ,  „  „ 

Sedalia  . . Carthage.  Mo . 2„i_"Sept.  4. 

Easton....... .  Cambridge,  Md 


.D.  S.  Selmore 
R.  T.  Jackson 
R.  F.  Harrington 
..I.  L  Bryan 
.E.  L.  McAllister 
Oct.  26-27 . J.  W.  Jefferson 


DEKALB,  MISS. 


on  these  causes  in  full — Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,  Pensions  and  Relief  Fund, 
Episcopal  Fund,  General  Conference  ex¬ 
penses,  and  souls  added  to  the  church?  Our 
district  is  asked  to  raise  $600  of  the  Annual 
Conference  Educational  Extension  Fund  for 
Philander  Smith  College.  Now,  brethren, 
this  is  our  time  to  show  to  the  world  and 
the  church  that  we  mean  for  our  school  to 
go  forward  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
our  Father.  We  will  ask  each  member  and 
our  friends  on  the  district  for  fifty  cents. 
There  will  be  a  scholarship  given  to  each  of 
the  districts  for  any  worthy  scholar  which 
tlie  district  may  choose.  We  want  to  raise 
of  this  fund  $250  by  the  District  Conference, 
August  3-7.  We  cannot  fail,  because  the 
Lord  is  our  Helper  when  we  are  weak. — J. 
H.  Hatchett,  Dist.  Supt. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

ANGLETON,  TEXAS 

Angleton  circuit  continues  to  advance  un- 
<Ier  the  leadership  of  our  gallant  pastor,  the 
Rev.  R.  H.  Warren,  who  knows  what  to  do. 
March  12,  13,  the  second  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  was  held  and  the  corner  stone  was  laid 
at  our  new  St.  Joseph  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Dr.  J.  S.  Scott,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  was  at  his  best  in  three  services.  At  3 
P.  M.  the  corner  stone  was  laid  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  300  people.  Total  raised  for  the  day, 
$86.76;  total  raised  for  the  quarter,  .$209; 
paid  district  superintendent,  $38;  pastor, 
$96.68;  paid  on  building,  etc.,  $25.— Mrs. 
Eliza  Clemons,  Reporter. 

CARTHAGE,  MISS. 

The  secOTid  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
at  Wesley  Chapel,  May  21  and  22.  The  Rev. 
J.  S.  Williams,  district  superintendent, 
preached  a  great  sermon  on  Sunday  at  11 
A.  M.  from  the  subject,  “Jesus,”  to  the  de¬ 
light  of  all  present.  Collection  for  the  quar¬ 
ter,  $400.  Two  new  churches  are  being  built. 
—Miss  Esther  Hall,  Reporfer. 


The  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  New  Hope  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
May  14,  16.  The  district  superintendent.  Rev. 

D.  L.  Morgan,  was  absent,  and  the  Rev.  G. 
W.  Williams,  pastor  of  Haven  Chapel,  Merid¬ 
ian,  presided.  Many  officers  were  present 
with  good  reports.  The  Rev.  Williams 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  from  the 
subject,  “Behold,  I  Stand  at  the  Door  and 
Knock.”  Paid  the  superintendent  in  full; 
raised  during  the  quarter,  .$50  30. — The  Rev. 

E.  H.  Williams,  Pastor;  Miss  Hezzie  C.  Scott, 
Reporter. 

DESOTO,  MISS. 

St.  John  Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  The 
first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  April 
12,  with  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Smith  in  the  chair. 
He  dispatched  the  business  with  much  ease. 
Each  class  leader  and  officer  read  their  re¬ 
ports.  Paid  the  superintendent,  .$20.  April 
10  we  began  our  spring  revival,  which  ran 
one  week  at  St.  John.  There  was  one  con¬ 
version  ;  one  week  at  Bethel  with  three  con¬ 
versions.  Our  Easter  drive  was  grand.  The 
reports  were  as  follows:  Miss  E.  Falconer, 
$10.13;  Miss  M.  R.  Hough,  $16.01;  Mrs.  Ad- 
die  Mays,  $10.02;  Miss  W.  N.  Haynes,  $9.38; 
Mrs.  A.  Falconer,  $7;  Mrs.  I.  Haynes,  $10.10; 
Miss  Bertha  Hone,  $4.76;  Mrs.  L.  Hampton, 
$1.20;  Sunday  school,  $2.60;  total  amount 
raised,  with  other  collections  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  $106. — Rev.  R.  Houze,  Pastor;  I.  Haynes, 
Reporter. 

ECLECTIC,  ALA. 

We  are  glad  to  say  that  we  are  spiritually 
alive  and  the  Lord  is  leading  us  on.  Our 
second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  May 
14,  16.  The  Rev.  P.  P.  Wright  preached 
two  soul-stirring  sermons,  and  we  all  re¬ 
joiced.  Forty-five  partook  of  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per.  Paid  superintendent,  $22.60;  raised  for 
flood  sufferers,  $3.  Wc  are  trying  to  do  our 
bit. — Tbe  Rev.  A.  L.  Boyd,  Pastor;  R.  B. 
Townsend,  Reporter. 


GRIFFIN,  GA. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Griflhi  Station,  April  29  to  May  1.  It 
was  said  by  many  who  attended  that  in  re^-  . 
ity  it  by  far  surpassed  our  first  quarter  he|||B 
under  the  pastorate  of  our  present  pastfl^ 
and  district  superintendent.  We  are  not 
making  progress  by  leaps  and  bounds,  but 
we  are  moving  steadily  along  to  the  goal. 
We  are  forgetting  the  things  which  are  be¬ 
hind  and  pressing  forward  towards  the 
mark.  An  unusually  large  crowd  attended  this 
quarter;  the  enthusiasm  was  high  and  the 
spirit  was  fine.  Expressions  of  satisfaction 
were  shown  by  the  district  superintendent, 
and  in  his  usual  manner  of  modesty  and 
brotherly  love  he  addressed  the  Conference  to 
the  delight  of  all  present.  Representatives 
from  other  churches  were  present,  and  also 
many  of  the  city  school  teachers,  thus  mak¬ 
ing  a  very  fine  group  of  men  and  women. 
At  the  close  of  business  a  grand  reception 
was  given  by  sisters  of  the  church;  amount 
raised,  $72.46;  superintendent  paid  in  full. 
Thus  closes  another  successful  Quarterly 
Conference.  Hecks  Chapel  is  at  the  head  of 
the  district,  and  of  course  we  mean  to  re- 
nmin  there,  not  even  at  the  second  place, 
but  at  the  head.  Pray  for  our  success  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  may  lead  us  on  to  victory.— 
The  Rev.  P.  L.  Inman,  Pastor;  Miss  Jessie 
V.  Reid,  Reporter. 

KENOLIA,  MISS. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
at  Wesley  Chapel,  May  26,  with  our  district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Colem^j^ 
presiding.  The  Conference  was  opened  w^^ 
much  interest.  The  secretary  called  the  roll; 
all  officers  were  present  except  one  with  ex¬ 
cellent  reports.  We  are  glad  to  say  that 
this  has  been  a  great  quarter  with  us.  We 
are  over  the  top  with  our  quota  of  World 
Service;  paid  the  superintendent  in  full,  and, 
best  of  all,  we  have  gained  one  convert.  We 
thank  God  for  the  success  that  has  come  to 
us  this  quarter.  Dr.  Coleman  made  a  strong 
appeal  for  the  loyal  co-operation  of  each 
in  support  of  the  church  in  every  department, 
which  aroused  much  interest.  At  8  o’clock 
we  were  blessed  with  a  wonderful  sermon  by 
Dr.  Coleman,  that  went  to  the  hearts  of  all 
of  us.  Again  we  are  willing  as  never  before 
to  {lut  the  Kenolia  circuit  at  the  top,  where 
it  belongs. — A.  Jones.  Reporter. 

LAWRENCEBURG,  TENN. 

Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  lield 
,it  the  Lawrenceburg  charge  on  April  10  and 
II.  The  Rev.  J.  O.  Dixon,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  was  present  and  preached  two  able 
sermons.  After  Sunday  school  at  West  Point, 
at  the  11  o’clock  service,  the  entire  congre¬ 
gation  was  moved  with  the  spirit  of  Clirist. 
At  7.30  P.  M.  he  preached  another  able  ser¬ 
mon  at  St.  John  Methodist  Episcopal  Chur^u 
Lawrenceburg.  Total  raised  this  quarter  wB 
more  than  $200  for  all  causes.  The  yfWf 
seems  to  please  the  superintendent  very 
much.  He  is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place, 
riie  pastor  and  members  are  working  hard 
on  the  job. — Rev.  Wm.  Neal,  Pastor;  O.  J. 
Siimmerhill,  Reporter. 

LEESBURG,  TENN. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
Saturday,  May  21,  with  the  superintendent. 
Rev.  F.  N.  Collier,  present  at  Clark  Chapel, 
accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Gray.  On  the  fi^ 
lowing  Sunday,  the  Rev.  Holden  being  called 
away,  the  Rev.  Gray  preached  at  the  U 
o’clock  service  at  Leesburg  from  Heb.  W. 
Paid  the  district  superintendent  in  full,  $23; 
(lastor,  .$6. — Reporter. 

PLEASANT  HILL,  LA. 

On  Sunday,  May  8,  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Earley 
district  superintendent,  worshiped  with  us  « 
St.  Matthew  in  the  morning  service  ano 
preached  an  able  sermon  at  nigbt.  Quite 
number  of  persons  received  tbe  sacraraen 
The  members  of  Pleasant  Hill  circuit  are  W' 
wavs  glad  to  have  the  Rev.  Earles  in  o® 
midst.  The  third  Quarterly  Conference  wj* 
held  at  St.  Matthew,  May  10;  at  J«S 
Chapel,  May  11,  and  at  Taylor’s  Chapel,  W 
12,  13.  The  reports  were  indeed  patliymB 
and  showed  an  increase  along  all 
have  raised  our  full  quota  for  World  Serv- 
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ice,  improved  our  churches,  paid  old  debts, 
end  the  future  seems  brighter  than  ever  be¬ 
fore.  The  pastor  wishes  to  thank  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  for  an  Easter  suit  and  a 
^^at.  The  project  was  led  by  the  f^lowing 
jipbmmittee:  Bros.  Abe  Sanders,  W.  M.  Tur¬ 
ner,  and  Sister  Mable  Turner.  May  the  rich 
blessings  of  the  Lord  rest  upon  all  who  faith¬ 
fully  and  willingly  contributed.  Easter  Sun¬ 
day  was  a  high  day  throughout  the  circuit. 
The  pastor  preached  the  resurrection  sermon 
at  Pleasant  Hill  at  4  A.  M.  The  Easter 
program  was  conducted  at  James  Chapel  at 
11.30  A.  M.  by  Mrs.  Mable  Turner  and  Miss 
Fells,  and  the  program  was  conducted  at 
Taylor’s  Chapel  by  Mrs.  Lelia  W.  Johnson 
and  Mrs.  B.  Allen.  The  programs  were  ex¬ 
cellent. — The  Rev.  E.  S.  Johnson,  Pastor; 
Mrs.  M.  Turner,  Reporter. 

TOOMSUBA,  MISS. 

The  people  of  Pleasant  Grove  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  community  rejoice  over 
the  great  victory  of  a  memorial  service  on 
Saturday,  May  7.  Sometime  ago  the  pastor 
announced  that  the  second  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  would  be  held  also.  He  invited  the 
community  out  for  the  memorial  service,  and 
more  than  eighty-five  persons  were  present 
and  aided  in  cleaning  groves  and  making  the 
grounds  attractive.  Dinner  was  served  at 
2  P.  M.  We  then  entered  into  the  business 
session  of  the  Conference.  Dr.  D.  L.  Mor¬ 
gan,  district  superintendent,  was  absent,  and 
the  Rev.  G.  W.  Williams,  pastor  of  Haven 
Chapel,  served  in  his  stead  with  ease.  Most 
-^f  the  officers  were  present  with  good  re- 
J^rts.  This  shows  that  the  Rev,  A.  Nelson 
nSs  things  well  in  hand.  Sunday,  May  8,  the 
Rev.  Williams  preached  from  the  subject, 
“Mother.”  At  7.30  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Williams 
preached'  from  the  subject,  “Christ  At  the 
Door.”  We  feel  that  Dr.  Morgan  made  no 
mistake  in  sending  the  Rev.  Williams  to  hold 
our  Conference,  for  it  was  one  of  the  best 
in  the  history  of  the  church!  Paid  district 
superintendent  in  full,  $30;  amount  raised 
(luring  the  quarter,  $175.85. — Leslie  Horn, 
Reporter. 

WALDO,  FLA. 

On  May  8,  our  second  Quarterly  Conference 
convened  with  the  district  superintendent, 
Rev.  F.  E.  Welch,  present.  At  10  A.  M.  the 
Conference  was  called  to  order.  A  number 
of  officers  were  present,  and  their  reports 
showed  a  great  increase  along  aU  lines..  At 
II  A.  M.  the  district  superintendent  preached 
a  soul-stirring  sermon  to  the  delight  of  aU 
who  heard  him.  Paid  the  superintendent  in 
full,  $14.50;  Mt.  jCarmel  Sunday  school  raised 
$1  for  World  Service;  Freecann  Sunday 
school  raised  $2  for  World  Service  and  $2.25 
for  pastor;  collection  for  the  day,  $19.75. 
We  are  striving  to  do  much  this  year  under 
the  successful  leadership  of  our  pastor.  Rev. 
G  E.  Hall.  Mrs.  Bessie  L.  Jones  is  a  faith- 
member  of  Mt.  Carmel.  She  is  the  presi- 
^^it  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety,  and  under  her  leadership  the  work  is 
in  an  excellent  condition.  Pray  for  her  suc¬ 
cess, — Mrs.  W.  E.  English,  Reporter. 

District  Conferences  and 
Conventions 

BARTLETT,  TEXAS 

The  World  Service  group  meeting  of  the 
San  Angelo  District  met  in  Henderson  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  20-22, 
1927,  Dr.  S.  E.  Blacknell,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  presiding.  Wednesday,  at  9.30  A.  M., 
devotions  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  D.  B. 
Baker,  after  which  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Dr.  S.  E.  Blacknell,  made  some  timely 
remarks  concerning  our  task.  He  said  that 
nc  was  happy  over  the  work  this  year,  for 
he  felt  that  after  we  have  just  passed  through 
such  a  strenuous  winter,  each  man  would 
ttake  a  great  showing  for  the  cause.  D.  B. 
Baker  was  elected  secretary;  the  Rev.  P.  H. 
Moore,  treasurer;  Mrs.  V.  V.  Baker,  assist¬ 
ant  treasurer;  Mrs.  E.  L.  Isaac,  reporter  to 

f“  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  At 
S  time  we  were  lifted  by  the  welcome  od- 
fss  on  the  behalf  of  the  churches  of  Bart- 
t,  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Khnbel,  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  response  by  the 
district  superintendent. 


The  devotions  at  2  P.  M.  were  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Foy.  The  house  was 
called  to  order  by  the  district  superintendent, 
and  the  roll  was  called.  'Temple,  D.  B. 
Baker,  came  forward  with  his  full  quota, 
.$160;  Belton,  W.  W.  Baker,  $107;  Bartlett, 
I.  H.  Pierce,  $88;  GatesvUle,  T.  H.  Foy,  $84; 
VaUey  Mills  Ct.,  T.  J.  D.  Sims,  $20;  El  Paso, 
F.  J.  Hutchinson,  $80;  San  Angelo,  M.  L. 
Wyatt,  $100;  Sansaba  Ct.,  C.  H.  Hamilton, 
$20;  Llano  Ct.,  P.  H.  Moore,  $50;  Abilene, 
S.  V.  Cavett,  $60;  making  a  total  of  $636. 
We  as  men  of  the  San  Angelo  District  mean 
to  do  all  we  can  to  make  our  district  super¬ 
intendent  glad  and  help  him  to  stand  shoulder 
high  with  the  rest  of  the  superintendents  of 
the  New  Orleans  Area.  There  were  present 
at  this  CTOup  meeting  the  Revs.  T.  H.  Foy, 
P.  H.  Moore,  D.  B.  Baker,  all  of  whom 
brought  fair  reports.  The  Rev.  I.  H.  Pierce, 
entertaining  pastor,  spared  no  pains  in  mak¬ 
ing  it  pleasant  for  the  men.  The  Rev.  W. 
W.  Baker,  our  pastor  of  Belton,  made  his  re¬ 
port,  and  it  far  surpassed  that  of  last  year. 
The  Rev.  Baker  is  a  fine  man  and  an  exceUent 
preacher.  The  district  is  on  the  upward 
move;  the  spiritual  fire  is  burning  in  every 
charge.  We  have  had  conversions  and  ac¬ 
cessions  without  a  revival.  We  were  favored 
with  some  good  messages  whUe  the  council 
was  in  session.  The  men  left  the  gfroup  meet¬ 
ing  happy  over  the  reports,  and  the  superin¬ 
tendent  was  all  smiles.  We  had  only  two 
over-the-top  men,  but  we  are  happy:  Temple, 
D.  B.  Baker;  and  Llano,  Rev.  P.  H.  Moore. 
I.et  us  press  forward. — Reporter. 

Obituaries 

BANTON — Mrs.  Dilcie  Banton  was  born  in 
1869,  in  Louisiana,  and  died  March  6,  1927, 
af'the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Mrs.  El¬ 
vira  Blackston,  Austin,  Texas.  Mrs.  Banton 
joined  Wesley  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Gregory,  fifty-three  years  ago.  Too 
much  cannot  be  said  of  her  lovely  disposi¬ 
tion  and  Christian  character.  She  was  the 
mother  of  thirteen  children,  of  which  only 
two  survive  her:  Mrs.  W.  E.  Blackston  and 
Mr.  Henry  Hamilton.  She  was  married  first 
to  Mr.  Sam  Hamilton,  and  then  to  Mr.  George 
Banton.  She  leaves  three  grandchildren  and 
seven  great-grandchildren  to  mourn  their 
loss. — B.  V.  Cummings,  Reporter. 

BREWSTER — Bro.  Aaron  Brewster,  one  of 
the  most  outstanding  members  of  Brownville 
Church,  and  a  man  of  influence  in  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  resided,  was  accidently 
killed  at  the  Ketona  rock  quarry,  Monday, 
March  14,  1927.  He  served  as  a  (Bstrict 
steward,  trustee,  and  captain  of  unit  lea(lers. 
Club  No.  1,  for  a  number  of  years,  and  flUed 
these  positions  with  credit  and  honor.  The 
church  has  lost  a  faithful  member,  and  the 
community  a  conscientious  worker.  The 
funeral  was  held  at  Village  Springs  Church, 
where  he  first  began  his  Christian  work,  and 
was  conducted  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Wright.  The  Uev.  J.  J.  Harrison,  pastor  of 
his  home  church.  Village  Springs,  Ala.,  spoke 
fittingly  on  his  life.  The  body  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  old  church  cemetery  at  Village 
Springs. — Annie  Wright,  Reporter. 

CAMPBELL— On  March  15,  1927,  God  in 
His  infinite  wisdom  saw  fit  to  take  from  our 
midst  Miss  Mamie  L.  Campbell.  She  was  a 
graduate  of  Rust  College.  At  the  time  of 
her  death,  and  many  years  previous,  she  held 
a  position  in  the  Okolona  city  school,  Oko- 
lona,  Miss.  In  her  early  youth  she  confessed 
a  hope  in  Christ,  and  was  united  with  Mt. 
Pisgah  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  A 
mother,  four  sisters,  one  brother,  and  many 
friends  mourn  her  passing.  The  funer^ 
services  were  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
D.  E.  McNair,  assisted  by  the  Revs.  W.  H. 
Golden,  R.  Sewell,  and  F.  J.  Lowe,  the  lat¬ 
ter  being  pastor  of  Calvary  Baptist  Church. 
— Mrs.  J.  L.  Estes,  Reporter.  .  ' 

LANG — Bro.  Henry  Lang  was  born  in  Mar¬ 
shall,  Texas,  April  10,  1870,  and  died  March 
12,  1927.  Bro.  Lang  was  married  to  Miss 
Florence  Black  in  January,  1891,  in  Dallas, 
Texas.  He  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
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Church  in  1888  under  the  Rev.  Thus.  Cole. 
He  was  a  kind  and  faithful  husband,  a  good 
Christian,  and  a  lover  of  his  church.  He 
leaves  a  wife,  one  sister,  nine  children,  three 
grandchildren,  and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn 
their  loss.  He  was  buried  from  Ebenezer 
Church,  where  he  spent  nearly  all  of  his 
Christian  life.  The  pastor.  Dr.  J.  O.  Wil¬ 
liams,  officiated  at  the  funeral. — H.  B.  Pem¬ 
berton,  Reporter. 

FRANKLIN — Dr.  D.  G.  Franklin,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Topeka  District,  is  be¬ 
reft  of  his  brother.  Prof.  S.  H.  Franklin.  For 
more  than  twenty  years  Prof.  Franklin 
taught  school  at  Brookston,  Texas,  and  was 
greatly  loved  and  respected  by  both  white 
and  colored  people.  He  died  at  Brookston, 
Texas,  March  30,  1927. — Reporter. 

GARRISON — Sister  Emma  Garrison  de¬ 
parted  this  life  after  a  period  of  five  months’ 
illness.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  Crump 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Brook- 
haven,  Miss.  She  was  a  consistent  Christian, 
and  will  be  greatly  missed.  During  the  mmiths 
of  her  illness  she  seemed  to  grow  stronger 
in  the  faith  until  the  end  came,  on  February 
12,  1927.  She  was  a  loving  wife  and  a  de¬ 
voted  mother.  She  leaves  a  husband,  mother, 
four  children,  and  twenty-six  grandchildren 
to  mourn  their  loss.  The  funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Thompson, 
assisted  by  the  Revs.  Beck  and  FerdinaniL 
She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Crump  cemetery. 
— Reporter. 

MOORE! — On  February  14,  death  entered  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Dollie  Moore,  Montrose,  Miss., 
and  claimed  her  husband,  Bro.  Moore.  He 
was  a  faithful  member  of  Spring  Hill  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  He  met  his  death 
suddenly  on  the  Marthon  log  train.  This 
was  indeed  a  shock  to  every  one  who  knew 
him,  as  he  was  much  loved  by  many.  He 
leaves  a  wife,  mother  and  father,  several 
brothers  and  sisters,  other  relatives,  and  a 
'  host  of  friends  to  mourn  his  passing.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  at  Spring  Hill  Church 
by  the  pastor.  Rev.  W.  P.  Ward,  who  took  for 
his  text,  1  Peter  6.  6,  7.  The  funeral  service 
was  largely  attended.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Hen¬ 
drix,  our  pastor  at  Bay  Spring,  assisted. — 
Reporter. 
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NELSON— Slater  Nelson  was  a  member  of 
Frierson  Cbapel  Methodist  Bpiscopal  Church, 
Frierson,  Miss.  She  had  bwn  lU  for  three 
months  when  she  was  called  from  labor  to 

Sward.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Prof,  and 
rs.  E.  A.  Barry.  Sister  Nelson  was  thirty- 
two  years  of  age;  was  a  graduate  of  Colum¬ 
bus  Union  Academy  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years;  began  teaching  at  the  aM  of  seven¬ 
teen;  and  was  known  as  an  excwent  teacher 
and  Christian  lady.  She  leaves  to  mourn 
her  passing,  husband,  one  son,  and  many  rela¬ 
tives.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the 
pastor,  and  the  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  Frier¬ 
son  cemetery. — Reporter. 

REMBERT— On  February  16,  1927,  death 
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visited  our  ranks  and  took  Sister  Hannah 
Rembert,  a  faithful  member  of  New  Hope 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Wesson,  Miss. 

She  was  sixty-two  years  old,  and  the  mother 
of  eleven  children.  She  is  survived  by  a 
husband  and  five  children.  The  fioral  offer¬ 
ings  were  many  from  both  colored  and  white  --- —  .  -j  mu.. 

friends.  She  was  ill  only  three  days.  We  prise  of  the  pwtor  and  wife.  The  storm 
hope  our  loss  is  heaven’s  gain.  She  died  as  was  divided  into  two  P^'ts.  ^ 

she  lived,  in  full  triumph  of  faith.  The  re- 

mains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Old  Pleasant  Val-  dent  of  the  Ladles  A  d,  offered  P^yer.  spo^ 
ley  cemetery.  The  funeral  services  were  con-  words  of  cheer,  and  laid  on  the  dining- 
ducted  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  L.  T.  Jones.  On 

—Mrs.  L.  T.  Jones,  Reporter.  left  e^  Jarty,'^led  b^Sister^Mattie 

WHITE — Two  old  soldiers  have  crossed  the  wunams,  president  of  the  Ladles’  Aid, 
bar.  Sister  Annie  White,  who  was  a  mem-  brought  ten  pounds,  making  a  total  of  160 
ber  of  Liberty  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  pounds.  Come  again. — The  Rev.  Chas.  Wof- 
Church,  State  Line,  Miss.,  for  a  number  of  ford  and  Wife, 
years,  departed  this  life  in  full  triumph  of 

faith  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty  years,  on  we  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good 
March  24,  1927.  Sister  Nervle  Conner,  a  and  loyal  members  and  friends  of  Daleville 
member  of  Liberty  Hill  church  also,  passed  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  the  storm 
from  this  life  on  April  24,  1927,  at  the  age  party  that  came  to  the  parsonage  April  6. 
of  eighty-six  years.  The  funerals  were  con-  One  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  choice  gro- 
ducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  A.  Bivins. — Re-  ceries  were  laid  on  the  table.  The  party  was 
porter.  led  by  the  following  friends:  SistCTS  H.  Hunt, 

'T’V.nm.Lo  D-  Baxton,  A.  C.  Cole,  M.  Jenkins,  E.  Bax- 

^AFClS  OI  1  n&nKS  ton,  C.  steward,  H.  Blanks,  J.  Clayton,  G. 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  Bro.  Andrew  Stennis, 

Lewis  and  wife  for  a  fine  ham  that  was  C.  Blanks,  L.  Clark,  L.  Co  ,  . 

given  the  pastor  and  wife  on  March  27.  May  *!*“"*’ S’  T  Hardv  C 

the  Lord  crown  all  their  efforts  with  sue-  9?”  Tntmsnn  « 

cess.— The  Rev.  J.  C.  Beal  and  Wife,  Bell-  Hardy,  M.  Ha'^y,  and  Mr.  Press  ® 

ville,  Texas.  white  friend.  We  thank  you  for  your  kind¬ 

ness,  and  may  you  live  long  to  do  the  will 
We  kindly  thank  the  good  people  of  Mel-  of  God.  You  have  a  standing  invitation  to 
ville.  La.,  for  a  great  surprise,  led  by  Sister  come  again. — The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  S.  Mc- 
Lillie  Thomas  and  Sister  Willis.  We  are  Clain. 

very  grateful  to  you  and  extend  an  invita-  ^  l 

tion  to  you  to  come  again. — The  Rev.  and  WoiTlBn  S  C/Olumn 

Mrs.  L.  C.  Thomas.  ,  ^ 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Execu- 
I  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  mem-  tjve  Committee  of  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Mis- 
bers  of  Neeley  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  gjonary  Society  will  be  held  October  25-30, 
Church  for  two  boxes  of  choice  groceries,  1927,  at  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
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Gulfside,  Aurast  22-29.  We  hope  each  auxil¬ 
iary  will  send  representatives.  We  want  our 
Conference  well  represented,  and  each  church. 
—Mrs.  R.  N.  Jones,  Conference  President. 


attention  to  the  Ladies’  Aid.  Let  us  do  our  QTAAni'a! 

best  and  send  our  delegates  to  Nazareth  OpCClal  ivOvlLcb 

Jamison  Station  with  full  World  Service  re-  Qn  account  of  the  flood,  the  La  Teche  Dis¬ 
port.  Yours  for  the  cause.  Jennie  C.  Lo-  trict  Conference  will  convene  at  Napoleon- 
max,  District  President.  ville.  La.,  July  6-10,  instead  of  June  22-26. 

Meridian,  Mi»$.— Dear  Sisters  of  The  Worn-  Daniels  is  the  district  superintendent. 

an’s  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Missis-  ^Pbe  eighteenth  session  of  the  San  Angelo 
sippi  Conference:  We  are  looking  forward  to  District  Convention  and  Institute  will  be  held 
our  annual  meeting,  which  will  convene  in  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

Laurel,  Miss.,  June  23,  1927.  We  hope  you  Brady,  Texas,  July  12-17,  inclusive.  All  de- 
are  making  a  special  effort  to  make  this  our  linquent  subscriptions  to  the  Southwestern 
banner  year  in  membership  and  financially.  paid  at  the  District  Conference. 

The  Hattiesburg  District  and  the  good  peo-  Bvery  church  officer  will  also  send  in  his 
pie  at  Laurel  are  making  special  preparation  subscription.  We  hope  to  have  with  us  a 
for  the  entertainment.  We  hope  each  auxil-  representative  from  the  office  of  the  South- 
iary  and  district  will  be  represented,  bringing  western  Christian  Advocate.— Rev.  S.  E. 
up  all  claims  for  our  Conference,  making  Blacknell,  District  Superintendent, 
this  our  best  year.  Each  auxiliary  is  asked 

to  bring  $1  Contingent  Fund  for  the  expense.  To  the  Brethren  of  the  Texas  Conference: 
We  are  looking  forward  to  the  fiftieth  anni-  Remember  the  Wiley  “U”  Institute  will  be 
versary  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  held  June  24-July  3,  at  Galveston,  Texas,  with 
Society  that  wiU  be  celebrated  in  1930.  We  Wesley  Tabernacle  Church,  for  Sunday- 
want  our  Conference  to  join  hand  in  hand  school  and  Epworth  League  workers  for  the 
with  the  great  jubilee  by  bringing  a  love  local  church.  Every  pastor  should  see  that 
gift  to  Laurel  for  the  great  work  that  has  one  should  attend  from  his  charge.  Faculty: 
been  and  is  being  accomplished  through  this  Dr.  J.  S.  Scott,  dean ;  Dr.  E.  W.  Kelly,  "’sn- 
wonderful  organization  of  the  Methodist  ager;  Dr.  F.  jk.  Butler,  Dr.  E.  H.  Hold« 
Episcopal  Church,  known  as  The  Woman’s  Dr,  W.  J.  King,  Miss  F.  A.  Butler,  Mrs.  9 
Home  Missionary  Society,  that  is  doing  so  W.  Kelly,  Prof.  J.  R.  Reynolds,  A.  J.  New- 
much  for  humanity  throughout  the  world,  ton,  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Reid,  Prof.  T.  B.  Echols, 
The  School  of  Missions  will  be  conducted  at  Dr.  E.  O.  Woolfolk,  promoters. 


The  Third  World  Service  Year 

WITH  the  closing  of  the  World  Service  fiscal  year  on  May  31  three  years 
of  the  world  activity  and  world  passion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  since  the  beginning  of  the  World  Service  period  have  passed 
into  history.  The  total  receipts  on  apportionment  for  the  third  World 
Service  year  closing  May  31  were  $7,705,170.51,  which  is  a  decrease  of  $414,368.88 
in  comparison  with  last  year.  The  receipts  on  apportionment  for  the  first 
World  Service  Year  were  $7,917,244.41  and  for  the  second  World  Service  Year, 
$8,119,539.39.  From  these  totals  it  will  be  observed  that  the  second  World 
Service  Year  was  $202,294.98  in  advance  of  the  first  World  Service  Year.  The 
total  receipts  on  apportionment  for  the  third  World  Service  Year  just  closed 
not  only  show  a  decrease  in  comparison  with  last  year  but  are  $212,073.90  below 
the  first  World  Service  Year. 

The  largest  decrease  in  income  occurred  in  the  first  five  months  of  the 
year,  each  of  these  months  showing  a  loss.  At  the  end  of  October  the  receipts 
were  $591,136.33  below  the  income  for  the  same  period  last  year.  The  decrease 
in  October  alone  was  $395,084-.80.  Since  October  five  months  have  shown  in¬ 
creases,  namely,  November,  December,  February,  March,  and  May,  May 
showing  an  increase  of  $127,667.19.  January  and  April  joined  in  the  column  of 
decreases,  the  decrease  for  April  being  $103,811.80.  The  large  losses  for  October 
and  April  were  due  to  the  decline  in  the  cash  receipts  reported  by  the  treasurers 
of  the  Annual  Conferences.  • 

The  total  of  World  Service  gifts  receiving  “Specials”  credit  for  the  third 
World  Service  Year  was  $625,181.58,  which  is  an  increase  of  $91,301.03  over 
the  previous  year. 

The  total  World  Service  giving  of  the  Church,  including  “Specials,”  for 
the  year  just  closed  was  $8,330,352.09.  This  is  a  decrease  of  $323,067.85  in  the 
total  World  Service  giving,  including  “Specials,”  when  compared  with  the 
similar  total  of  last  year. 

It  yet  remains  to  be  seen  what  the  Church  will  do  in  the  expression  of  its 
sacrificial  desire  for  the  world-wide  kingdom  of  Christ  during  the  last  year  of 
this  quadrennium.  If  we  have  the  conviction,  purpose  and  passion  of  Christ 
for  the  redemption  of  the  world,  we  will  make  the  closing  year  of  the  quadren¬ 
nium  better  than  any  of  its  predecessors  in  the  World  Service  period,  but  lacking 
these  qualities  we  can  but  fear  the  devastating  result.  Let  us  move  forward. 
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Nation’s  Officials 
Receive  Hero  of  the  Air 

By  Hany  E.  Woolever 

Editor  of  Tho  National  M«thodi$t  Pre$t 


Never  in  peace  time  has  the  nation’s 
capital  given  such  enthnsiastic  tribute 
as  it  extended  to  Charles  Augustus 
Lindbergh,  the  youthful  aviator  who  pio¬ 
neered  the  airway  from  continent  to  con¬ 
tinent.  Not  even  at  a  presidential  inaugura¬ 
tion  has  this  federal  city  seen  such  outbursts 
of  enthusiasm.  The  reception  g^ven  the  young 
air  pilot  was  everybod3r’s.  Not  as  in  an 
affair  of  state  where  officials  and  the  favored 
few  are  privileged  to  participate;  this  was  the 
people’s  reception,  and  no  class  was  lacking 
in  the  make-up  of  the  tens  .of  thousands  who 
greeted  this  mid-western  1^.  Neither  were 
there  geographical  restrictions.  In  the  tour¬ 
ist  camp,  cars  from  thirty-nine  States  were 
registered,  and  representatives  from  the  other 
nine  States  were  in  the  cheering  crowds.  Not 
ever  before  had  such  a  large  crowd  gathered 
in  the  national  capital  to  welcome  a  living 
hero  as  surrounded  the  Washington  Monu¬ 
ment,  where  the  President  of  the  United 
States  received  this  quiet,  unassuming  boy 
and  pinned  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross 
upon  him  whom  he  had  a  few  hours  before 
commissioned  a  colonel  in  the  United  States 
Officers’  Reserve  Corps.  The  closing  para¬ 
graph  of  this  address  of  the  Chief  Executive 
was  especially  signifleant: 

“And  now.  my  fellow  citizens,  this  young  man 
has  returned.  He  is  here.  He  has  brought  his  un¬ 
sullied  fame  home.  It  is  our  great  privilege  to 
welcome  back  to  his  native  land,  on  behalf  of  his 
own  people,  who  have  a  deep  affection  for  him 
and  have  been  thrilled  by  his  splendid  achievement, 
a  colonel  of  the  United  States  Officers’  Reserve 
Corps,  an  illustrious  citizen  of  our  Republic,  a  con¬ 
queror  of  the  air  jmd  strengthener  of  the  ties  which 
bind  us .  to  our  sister  nations  across  the  sea ;  and 
as  l^eaident  of  the  United  States  I  bestow  the 
Distinguished  Flying  Cross  as  a  symbol  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  what  he  is  and  what  he  has  done,  upon 
Colonel  Charles  A.  Lindbergh.” 

THE  DEED  AND  THE  FLYER 
President  Coolidge,  in  the  last  phrase  of 
his  address,  touched  the  note  which  prompts 
these  lines.  The  daily  press  has  carried  to 
the  people  the  story  of  Lindbergh’s  every 
hour  since  the  day  he  left  Roosevelt  Field 
headed  for  Paris.  It  is  “what  he  is”  which 
made  possible  what  he  has  done  and  which 
accounts  for  at  least  half  of  the  enthusiasm 
which  has  been  manifest  in  this  country.  The 
deed  so  notable  in  itself  has  been  made  a 
hundredfold  more  signifleant  by  the  modest 
way  in  which  the  American  lad  has  con¬ 
ducted  himself,  the  character  which,  under 
most  testing  circumstances,  he  heis  revealed. 
While  presidents,  kings,  powers  and  princi¬ 
palities,  prime  ministers  and  cabinet  celeb¬ 
rities  showered  praise  upon  an  American  boy 
in  his  early  twenties,  he  did  not  lose  his  head 
nor  assume  the  air  of  a  boastful  conqueror. 

A  TRUE  AMERICAN  TYPE 
The  Hon.  Charles  Evans  Hughes,  in  pre¬ 
senting  to  Col.  Lindber^  the  Cross  of  Honor 
of  the  United  States  Flag  Association,  de¬ 
clared  that  “in  your  'flight  you  happily  in¬ 
carnated  the  spirit  of  America.”  This  famous 
jurist  and  former  Secretary  of  State  referred 
to  the  fact  that  this  country  had  sent  many 
ambassadors  of  peace  and  good  will  to 
Europe,  “but  you  were  the  most  successful 
of  them  all.  You  carried  healing  in  your 
wings.” 

No  American  who  has  visited  Europe  since 
the  war  has  so  stimulated  good  will  and 
tended  to  chann  the  unkind  estimate  which 
many  of  the  old  countries  have  regarding 
Americans  as  has  this  “Lone  Eagle.”  They 
have  claimed  that  we  are  a  bragging,  ego¬ 
tistical,  self-assertive  and  money-g^^bing 
people.  This  youth,’  who  so  significantly 
typifies  the  American  people  and  their  ideals, 
nullified  in  a  day  accumulated  misrepresen¬ 
tations  which  have  grown  up  in  the  last  few 
years. 

Charles  A.  Lindbergh  was  born  of  typical 
American  parents,  bard  working,  purposeful, 
and  Christian,  His  father  was  born  in 


Sweden  in  18fi9,  and  the  following  year  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  Us  parents, 
who  settled  in  Minnesota.  He  attended  the 
rural  schools,  worked  on  the  farm,  in  the 
woods,  and  on  the  railroad  which  was  being 
constructed  through  his  section.  He  thus 
took  his  place  among  those  who,  because  of 
honest  effort  and  democratic  ideals,  are  the 
real  makers  of  America.  He  later  made  his 
way  through  Michigan  University,  receiving 
the  degree  of  bachdor  of  laws,  and  married 
a  bachelor  of  science  graduate  of  the  same 
institution.  Both  have  made  their  contribu¬ 
tions  to  society,  one  in  the  halls  of  le^sla- 
tion,  and  one  in  the  laboratory  of  learning. 
These  two,  endowed  with  high  purpose  and 
given  to  hard  work,  instilled  into  their  boy 
like  ideals.  During  the  ten  years,  1907  to 
1917,  that  the  father  served  as  a  member 
of  Congress,  he  won  the  reputation  of  being  a 
hard  worker.  He  was  always  at  his  office  by 
6  A.  M.,  and  often  earlier.  His  principal 
effort  in  Congress  had  to  do  with  curbing 
the  money  trusts.  He  was  regarded  as  an 
“obstructionist”  by  his  enemies  and  as  an 
“idealist”  by  his  friends.  By  example  as  well 
as  by  precept  he  taught  his  son,  who  was 
born  in  1902  in  Little  Falls,  Minn.,  the  ideals 
of  earnest  and  purposeful  work.  One  of  his 
favorite  statements  was,  “Tireless  striving 
stretches  its  arms  towards  perfection.”  The 
father  died  three  years  ago  while  a  nominee 
for  the  governorship  of  his  State. 

The  mother,  who  has  shared  the  triumph 
of  the  young  aviator,  is  one  of  the  most 
queenly  of  American  women,  and  her  life 
and  ideals  are  reflected  in  her  son.  Her 
chosen  task  is  that  of  school  teaching.  While 
her  son  was  flying  across  the  trackless  At¬ 
lantic,  she  continued  to  teach  her  classes  in 
chemistry  in  the  Cass  Technical  High  School 
of  Detroit.  While  the  millions  followed 
every  report  of  her  son’s  progress  toward 
Paris,  she  remained  at  her  task,  expressing 
confidence  that  he  would  get  there. 

She  quietly  slipped  into  Washington  to 
greet  her  son  on  his  return.  Her  coming 
was  at  the  earnest  invitation  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent;  but  she  remarked,  “I  cannot  understand 
why  I  should  be  needed  for  my  son’s  recep¬ 
tion.”  The  mother  of  the  hero  became  the 
^est  of  the  First  Lady  of  the  Land,  who, 
like  herself,  once  grac^  the  teaching  pro¬ 
fession.  Mrs.  Lindbergh  made  no  pretenses, 
and  except  that  she  was  entertained  at  the 
White  House  and  was  escorted  about  by  the 
reception  committee,  she  would  have  been 
lost  among  the  thousands  of  other  mothers 
in  Washin^on.  She  would  have  preferred  to 
be.  While  waiting  to  board  the  ship  to  greet 
her  son, ^  the  crowds  were  surging  round  the 
auto  in  which  she  sat  calling  for  her  to  stand. 
She  remarked,  “I  don’t  like  all  this  publicity.” 

On  Sunday,  she  bowed  with  her  son  in 
prayer,  as  with  the  President  and  First 
Lady  of  the  Land  they  attended  divine  serv¬ 
ices.  On  Sunday  evening  she  slipped  away 
as  quietly  as  possible  from  the  White  House 
to  take  her  train  to  New  York.  The  railroad 
insisted  on  adding  a  private  car,  and  the 
White  House  attendants  carried  the  luggage, 
which  consisted,  not  of  numerous  wardrobe 
trunks,  but  of  a  hat  box  and  one  small  suit 
case,  which  were  sufficient  for  this  typical 
American  mother  who,  like  her  son,  seemed 
to  carry  an  air  of  “why  Is  all  this  fuss  neces¬ 
sary  when  one  is  just  doing  what  one  has 
set  out  to  do?” 

Personal  and  General 

— The  Rev.  G.  W.  Adams,  our  active  and 
beloved  pastor  at  Forest,  Miss.,  has  just  re¬ 
modeled  his  church,  and  everything  points 
towards  a  very  successful  year. 

— Miss  Lillian  Bernice  Wells,  youngest 
daughter  of  the  Rev,  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Wells, 
Winston-Salem,  N.  C.,  graduates  this  sea¬ 


son'  from  the  Lincoln  High  Schcool,  Rocky 
Mount,  N.  C. 

— Bom  to  Prof,  and  Mrs.  G,  W.  Oliver,  of 
Rust  College,  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  an  eight-  ( 
pound  baby  hoy  on  Friday,  June  8,  1927.  He  ' 
has  been  named  Claude  LeRoy.  Mother  and 
baby  are  doing  nicely. 

— ^Dr.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen  paid  us  a  hurried  but 
welcome  call  recently  while  in  the  city  to 
deliver  the  commencement  address  at  New 
Orleans  College,  his  old  alma  mater.  He  is 
Always  welcome  anywhere  in  America,  and 
the  Southwestern  office  is  within  that  con¬ 
tinental  territory. 

— We  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the  receipt 
of  the  following  invitation:  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  M.  Dumas  invite  you  to  be  present  at  the 
marriage  of  their  daughter,  a)rnelia  Mar¬ 
cella,  to  Dr.  Hasting  Horne  Huggins,  on  the 
evening  of  Wednesday,  June  22,  1927,  at  9 
o’clock.  Rose  Hill  Church,  Natches,  Miss. 

— ^Mrs.  Nancy  J,  McConnell,  aged  seventy- 
three,  died  Friday,  June  10,  at  Trinway, 
near  Dresden,  Ohio.  Bishop  Francis  J,  Mc¬ 
Connell,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  was  present  when  bis 
mother  passed  away.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  Chalfants  Church,  near  Trinway,  at 
10.80  A.  M.,  Monday,  June  13. 

— Succeeding  Dr.  C.  E.  Vermilya,  recently 
resigned,  as  executive  secretary  of  the  Home 
Missions  Council,  Dr.  William  R.  King  has 
just  been  elected  by  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee  and  will  assume  the  duties  of  his  office 
September  1.  He  is  at  present  one  of  the  * 
secretaries  of  the  Board  of  National  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the 
U.  S.  A. 

— Gary,  Ind.,  has  at  last  crossed  the  stub¬ 
born  border  line  of  race  prejudice  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  give  to  colored  citizens  the  civic 
permission  and  authority  to  fight  fire.  Its 
first  colored  fire  company,  recently  organized, 
consists  of  Messrs.  John  Whitlock,  Frank 
Davis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Jack  Walls,  Alphonso 
Holliday,  Robert  Elkins,  Wm.  J.  Hardaway, 
Fort  Smith,  and  Conrad  Slaughter. 

— Though  suffering  from  a  stroke  of  facial 
paralysis,  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Wright  is  much 
improved  in  the  sanitarium  of  his  own  son. 
Dr.  T.  H.  Wright,  of  Newark,  N.  J.  Bro. 
Wright,  who  lives  with  his  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter  in  New  York,  is  an  honored  retired  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  He  has 
the  earnest  prayers  'of  his  brethren  and 
friends  for  his  complete  recovery. 

— Our  pastor  at  Jeanerette,  La.,  the  Rev. 

T.  B.  Cooper,  writes  us  telling  of  the  awful 
disasters  being  wrought  by  the  flood  waters 
in  that  section  of  the  State.  Immediate  and 
generous  relief  is  demanded  by  the  exigencies 
of  the  situation.  Bro.  Coopers’  wife,  Mrs. 
Cooper,  was  lay  delegate  from  Louisiana  to 
the  General  Conference  at  Springfield.  Our 
sympathy  is  abundant  toward  them. 
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Co-Operation  Among  Denominations 


Though  scheduled  far  in  advance,  the  denomina¬ 
tions  do  well  to  look  forward  with  most  favorable 
solicitude  to  the  approaching  N'ational  Church 
Comity  Conference  now  being  projected  by  the  Council  of 
Home  Missions  conjointly  with  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches.  Executives  of  denominational  boards,  admin¬ 
istrators  on  the  field,  pastors  and  laymen  of  the  United 
States  are  to  be  brought  together  for  a  two-day  confer¬ 
ence  relative  to  the  need  of  denominational  group  co¬ 
operation  in  church  work  in  given  fields. 

The  problem  is  clearly  defined.  The  bane  of  organ¬ 
ized  Christianity  is  its  decisiveness,  both  in  doctrine  and 
in  promotional  activities.  It  discredits  and  weakens  the 
American  church  and  is  an  economic  waste  that  there 
should  exist  throughout  the  nation  such  an  array  of  “al¬ 
tar  against  altar”  and  duplication  and  overlapping  of 
“church  work.”  .  j.*' 

An  unwarranted  denominational  pride  revelling  in  an 
unchristian  superiority  complex  is  responsible  for  this 
wasteful  program  of  Kingdom  building.  The  temper  of 
criticism  and  the  spirit  of  business  economics  that  are 
becoming  increasingly  dominant  in  the  modern  mind  to¬ 
day  will  not  very  much  longer  grant  that  there  is  in  this 
denominational  “strategy”  of  the  churches  any  valid 
justification.  Why  should  any  community  labor  under 
tlie  economic  handicap  of  fostering  and  maintaining 
within  its  bounds  a  half  dozen  different  (in  name)  en¬ 
terprises  aiming  at  the  identical  fundamental  objectives, 
motivated  by  the  same  spirit  and  purpose,  when  half  this 
number  could  perform  for  that  community  the  same 
service  essentially.^ 


denominations  ought  to  be  sufficiently  Christian  to  grant 
that  one  can  meet  this  need  about  as  decisively  as  can 
the  other.  Then  why  may  no't  there  be  general  recogni¬ 
tion  of  this  absolutely  evident  fact  and  the  fitting  reac¬ 
tion  thereto  on  part  of  denominational  groups  in  church 
comity  in  the  several  communities.'* 

Falling  under  'this  indictment  of  denominational  over¬ 
churching  of  communities,  which  the  National  Church 
Comity  Conference  will  study  with  a  view  to  correction, 
are  scores  of  colored  communities,  economically  hard 
pressed,  that  are  striving  to  maintain  numerous  churches 
where  only  one  or  two  would  amply  suffice.  We  speak 
not,  of  course,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  partisan 
denominational  mind  and  program,  but  in  the  interest  of 
a  vigorous,  healthful  Christianity  and  of  the  general  in¬ 
terest  of  the  community.  Often  one  can  find  small' towns 
and  villages  with  a  handful  of  Negro  inhabitants  pathet¬ 
ically  struggling  to  keep  the  lights  burning,  though  low, 
in  church  houses  maintained  by  two,  three,  and  often  four 
different,  competing  branches  of  the  same  denomina¬ 
tional  tree.  Baptists — Primitive ;  Freewill ;  Six-princi¬ 
ple;  Missionary,  incorporated;  Missionary,  unincor¬ 
porated  ;  etc.,  etc.  Adventists — Evangelical,  Seventh 
Day ,  Church  of  God.  Catholics — Roman,  Greek,  Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodox,  Reformed.  Lutherans — General  and  In¬ 
dependent.  Presbyterian — United,  Reformed,  Cumber¬ 
land.  Methodist — ^African  Methodist  Episcopal,  Col¬ 
ored  Methodist  Episcopal,  African  Mefthodist  Episcopal 
Zion,  Methodist  Episcopal,  Primitive,  African  United 
Methodist  Episcopal,  etc. 

What’s  the  use.^  Wherein  the  wisdom.^  Where  the 


Whatever  may  be  the  denominational  mind,  it  is 
clearly  evident  that  the  settled  conviction  of  'the  com¬ 
munity  is,  that  for  the  practical  purpose  of  character 
building  one  denomination  succeeds  about  as  well  as  an¬ 
other  in  these  •  modern  days.  The  small  consideration 
of  slight  differences  in  polity  and  predilections  for  rit¬ 
ual  and  symbol  and  pride  in  antecedence  and  the  like 
can,  with  relative  ease,  be  dispensed  with.  In  this  day 
of  integration  and  catholic  outlook  upon  life  there  is  the 
insistent  public  demand  for  that  fusion  of  diversified 
local,  individual,  and  selfish  interests  and  concerns  of 
the  churches  into  a  catholic,  constructive,  and  command¬ 
ing  program  to  claim  the  concerted  loyalties  of  similarly 
interested  groups.  Fundamentally  men  are  not  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  literature,  the  symbolism,  the  ritualism  so 
belligerently  protec'ted  and  protested  among  the  several 
denominations  in  the  fruitless  and  dissipating  w’rangles 
carried  on  chiefly  by  arrogant  and  selfish  denominational 
leaders. 

The  relationships  of  men  are  strained,  the  bodies  of 
men  are  broken,  the  souls  of  men  are  hungering,  the  lives 
of  men  need  enrichment.  Whatever  can  minister  'to  this 
condition  of  humanity  is  society’s  great  need.  This  is 
fundamental  to  human  satisfaction  and  peace.  Such  a 
niinistry  all  of  the  evangelical  churches  can  render  the 
individual  and  the  community.  At  this  late  day  all  the 


economy.?'  Every  sound  argument  supports  the  modern 
demand  of  society  for  co-operative  denominational  work 
in  any  given  program  of  community  welfare  in  the  name 
of  that  Christ  whose  dying  passion  was  expressed  in  His 
prayer  for  the  “unity”  of  His  followers.  For  a  long 
time  church  co-operation  has  been  a  matter  of  pious  sen¬ 
timent  expressed  with  the  experiment  left  untried.  Now 
economy,  the  integrity  of  the  Christian  enterprise,  the 
demand  of  a  critical  modern  mind  make  it  necessary  to 
transfer  denominational  co-operation  from  office  files  of 
the  several  denominational  boards  to  the  field  of  concrete 
local  church  enterprises  and  agencies  who  themselves  are 
suffering  handicaps  to  successful  achievement  by  reason 
of  divisive  overlapping  of  competing  machinery  within 
their  fields  of  service.  There  should,  for  sake  of  the 
people,  be  put  into  operation  in  every  community  a 
mutually  reasoned-out  program  of  weeding  out  from  all 
overchurched  communities  every  superfluous  piece  of  de¬ 
nominational  machinery  engaged  in  duplicating  church 
and  religious  work. 

— Pray  with  an  object. 

— Stretch  your  mind  if  you  desire  great  spiritual  gifts. 

— Some  men  are  happy  only  when  they  get  what  they 
want. 
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The  Personality  of  Christ  Unique 

By  the  Rev.  Joseph  Wheeler 


The  personality  of  Christ  is  incomparable  because 
of  its  uniqueness.  No  other  character  has  ever  ap¬ 
peared,  or  ever  will  appear  in  the  history  of  the 
world  like  Him.  The  powerful  and  far-reaching  influence 
of  His  life  and  teachings  has  affected,  and  is  affecting, 
all  forms  of  life — religious,  moral,  social,  intellectual,  and 
governmental.  In  fact,  it  has  revolutionized  the  entire 
world. 

The  uniqueness  of  His  personality  is  clearly  seen  in 
His  incarnation — the  uniting  of  His  uncreated  divine  na¬ 
ture  with  His  created  human  nature — the  purpose  of 
which  was  the  redemption  of  the  sin-enslaved  race.  This 
most  mysterious  and  wonderful  event  attracted  the  at¬ 
tention  of  angels,  who  desired  “to  look  into”  it.  Sin 
had  polluted  and  debased  human  nature.  Christ,  by 
uniting  it  with  His  divine  personality,  has  honored  and 
exalted  it.  This  union  was  not  only  intended  for  the  re¬ 
demption  and  salvation  of  the'^ace,  but  that  He  might 
actually  know  by  experience  the  afflictions,  the  sorrows, 
and  temptations  of  mankind.  Therefore  He  took  not 
into  His  personality  the  nature  of  angels,  but  the  “seed 
of  Abraham.” 

Because  of  His  unique  personality  and  eminent  and 
wonderful  qualities.  He  holds  many  positions  in  the  thejo- 
cratic  government  and  Kingdom  in  connection  with  the 
great  redemption  and  salvation  plan.  He  is  King  of 
all  kings  in  His  divine  and  human  form.  To  Him  has 
been  given  all  power  and  authority  in  heaven  and  earth 
to  rule  over  all  nations,  principalities,  and  powers — vis¬ 
ible  and  invisible,  in  heaven  and  earth.  He  will  reign  over 
His  people  with  His  scepter  of  love  and  peace  forever. 

This  great  honor  was  given  Him  because  of  His  great 
triumph  over  the  unseen  forces  of  darkness  after  His 
resurrection  (Matt.  28.  18).  To  His  disciples  He  said: 
“Be  of  good  cheer;  I  have  overcome  the  world.” 

Christ  is  the  “Prince  of  Peace.”  He  only  could  have 
brought  peace  to  our  sin-cursed,  troubled,  and  distressed 
world.  In  the  great  and  unique  redemption  drama,  it 
was  His  humiliation  and  sacrifice  that  opened  a  pathway 
to  the  throne  of  grace  and  mercy  for  all  penitent  sin¬ 
ners.  Christ  is,  and  ever  will  be,  the  High  Priest,  the 
Sacrificial  Lamb,  and  the  Mediatorial  Counselor  of  the 
human  race.  He  ever  pleads  above  for  us.  In  the  great 
judgment  day  He  will  be  the  Judge. 

The  unique  personality  of  Christ  is  beyond  angelic 
and  human  comprehension.  It  is  attractive,  complexed, 
and  compelling.  His  wonderful  love,  name,  and  fame 
have  constrained  untold  millions  to  love,  adore,  and  honor 
Him  in  heaven  and  on  earth.  The  power  of  His  name 
thrills  the  hearts  of  His  people  at  times  with  joy  inex¬ 
pressible.  Christ  is  “in  all  things”  pre-eminent,  “the  fair¬ 
est”  and  brightest  “among  ten  thousand,”  and  transcend- 
ently  beautiful  in  character.  His  grace  is  sufficient  to 
transform  the  human  character,  though  sin-stained,  and 
to  make  it  like  His  own. 

John  Ruskin,  who  stood  in  the  foremost  ranks  of 
English  prose  writers,  said :  “His  life  had  been  dedicated, 
not  to  the  study  of  the  beautiful  in  face  and  flower,  in 
landscape  and  gallery,  but  to  an  interpretation  of  the 
truth  and  beauty  of  Jesus  Christ.”  Christ  fills  many 
positions  and  stands  in  many  relations  in  the  Christian  ' 


system.  In  astrological  symbolism  Christ  is  the  “bright 
and  morning  star,”  whose  brilliancy  will  shine  on  through 
the  coming  centuries.  Gladstone,  the  great  English 
statesman  and  leader  in  Parliament,  also  a  great  orator, 
said  of  Christ’s  teachings :  “His  laurels,  won  in  the 
forum,  would  fade  soon.  He  desired  to  weave  a  wreath 
for  Him — Christ,  “whose  name  is  secure,  and  shines  like 
a  star.”  In  the  age-old  spiritual  warfare  between  light 
and  darkness,  righteousness  and  sin,  truth  and  error.  His 
omniscient  eye  saw,  and  He  gave  assurance  of  final  vic¬ 
tory.  From  the  human  as  well  as  from  the  divine  side 
of  His  life,  Tennyson,  the  master  mind  of  dramatic 
art,  wrote  of  Christ:  ' 

“Thou  seemest  human  and  divine. 

The  highest,  holiest  manhood  Thou; 

Our  wills  are  ours,  we  know  not  why; 

Our  wills  are  ours  to  make  them  Thine.” 


His  personality  is  emblematically  represented  in  the 
floral  kingdom  as  the  “Lily  of  the  Valley”  and  the  “Rose 
of  Sharon,”  whose  beauty  and  fragrance  are  most  de¬ 
lightful,  and  which  will  outlast  the  fleeting  years  of  time. 
Poetically  “His  name  yields  the  richest  perfume.” 

As  heaven  and  earth’s  great  peacemaker.  He  recon¬ 
ciles  God  with  man,  and  by  the  golden  chain  of  love  and 
peace  links  forever  to  the  Father  our  once  enstranged 
but  now  redeemed  and  saved  humanity.  Christ  is  the 
“Great  Physician,”  who  only  can  heal  the  human  soul 
of  the  leprosy  of  sin.  He  is  the  Master  Teacher  of  divine 
knowledge  and  wisdom,  the  Revealer  of  the  “mysteries 
of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.”  His  material  creations,  the 
basis  of  all  scientific  discoveries  and  progress. 

Christ’s  heaven-bom  principles,  exemplary  life  and 
ideals,  in  fact.  His  perfect  life,  have  left  an  indelible 
impression  on  the  world,  inspiring  the  thought,  mould¬ 
ing  the  character,  and  shaping  the  lives  righteously  of 
the  past  and  present,  and  will  affect  forever  for  good 
coming  generations.  Because  of  His  unique  personality. 
His  name  will  forever  be  the  highest,  the  sweetest,  and 


the  greatest  in  earth  and  in  heaven. 


The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  reported  to  be 
at  the  head  of  our  Protestant  churches  in  America  in 


benevolent  giving.  “The  Handbook  of  the  Churches,” 
just  issued  by  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches,  announces 
that  the  income  of  the  twenty-eight  communions  consti¬ 
tuting  the  Federal  Council  gave  last  year  for  all  pur¬ 
poses  a  grand  total  of  nearly  $400,000,000.  The  mem¬ 
bership  of  these  communions  total  22,455,594.  They 
gave  last  year  an  average  of  $17.14  per  member.  The 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  gave  tlie 
largest  sum,  $97,020,767.  The  second  largest  sum  was 
given  by  the  Presbyterians  in  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  $57,382,988.  The  largest  average  of  giving  accord¬ 
ing  to  membership  was  by  the  Episcopalians,  averaging 


$34.27  per  member.  In  the  face  of  the  aggregate  giving 


of  our  church  World  Service  continues  to  descend.  The 
church  is  giving  largely  to  home  interests  because  of 
certain  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  it,  which  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  changing  the  center  of  interest  from  the  foreign 
to  the  home  base. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


The  Lure  of  the  Impossible 


The  stirring  transatlantic  flights  of  Lindbeboh 
and  Chambeblin  have  rightly  been  hailed  as  evi¬ 
dences  of  the  world’s  progress.  But  they  are  also 
welcome  evidences  that  certain  characteristics  of  human 
nature  remain  unchanged.  These  flights  have  been  an 
evidence  of  the  unfailing  lure  of  the  impossible.  General 
Abmstbong  of  Hampton  Institute  used  to  say  to  his  stu¬ 
dents,  “Doing  what  can’t  be  done  is  the  glory  of  living.” 

One  reason  for  the  world-wide  acclaim  given  to  Lind¬ 
bergh  and  Chamberlin  is  that  it  is  the  instinctive  honor 
paid  to  one  who  feels  that  lure  of  the  impossible  achieve¬ 
ment.  A  New  York  evening  paper  on  Saturday,  May  21, 
the  date  of  Lindbergh’s  flight,  contained  on  one  of  the 
inside  pages  a  rather  elaborate  demonstration  by  some 
expert  showing  that  Lindbergh  could  not  make  his  goal. 
But  the  first  page  of  that  paper,  printed  later,  had  flung 
across  the  top  of  it  in  gigantic  letters  the  news  that  Lind¬ 
bergh  had  arrived. 

This  instinctive  response  of  humanity  at  its  best  is 
often  a  forgotten  asset  in  the  work  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
It  has  frequently  been  discounted  by  the  Church.  The 
effort  has  been  made  to  appeal  to  youth  particularly,  by 
providing  something  easy.  Often  the  appeal  to  accept  the 
discipleship  of  Jesus  has  sounded  something  like  this, 
“Come  on  and  do  it.  It  is  not  hard  and  won’t  amount  to 
very  much.”  And  the  answer  to  such  an  appeal  doesn’t 
amount  to  very  much  !  We  have  often  failed  to  follow  the 
high  strategy  of  Jesus  who  won  men  by  flinging  out  to 
them  the  appeal  of  a  difficult,  almost  impossible  task  and 
that  appeal  took  hold  of  the  deepest  and  best  in  them. 

The  Church  must  learn  to  harness  this  response  to  the 
lure  of  the  impossible  to  the  great  tasks  that  are  await¬ 
ing  our  age,  such  as  the  outlawry  of  war,  the  elimination 
of  race  prejudice,  commercial  greed,  imperialism  and  the 
brutalities  of  our  prison  system,  and  the  sins  of  indus¬ 
trial  expressions  in  an  acquisitive  social  order.  For  these 
“impossibles”  will  appeal  to  the  adventurous  courage  of 
men  as  the  great  challenge  of  Jesus  Himself  appealed. 


The  Hudson  and  the  Mississippi 

The  month  of  May  saw  two  spectacles  in  strong 
contrast  on  two  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  United 
States.  On  the  Hudson  in  mid-May  there  was  a 
picturesque  mobilization  of  battleships,  cruisers,  de¬ 
stroyers  and  other  war  craft,  one  of  the  largest  assem¬ 
blages  in  the  history  of  the  United  States  Navy. 
Thousands  of  men,  millions  upon  millions  in  money,  were 
in  line. 

At  the  same  time  on  the  Mississippi  there  were  scenes 
of  appalling  desolation  unsurpassed  or  even  matched  by 
•any  peace-time  disaster  in  the  history  of  the  country. 
The  plight  of  the  refugees  was  to  be  compared  with  that 
of  the  refugees  in  the  devastated  regions  of  France.  This 
contrast  struck  the  attention  and  imagination  of  large 
numbers  of  people.  On  the  one  hand  the  resplendent  fleet, 
and  on  the  other  hand  this  appalling  need  of  the  flood 
district  being  met  only  by  private  charity,  which  was 
swift,  generous  and  vastly  creditable  to  the  people  of  the 
country,  but  pathetically  inadequate  to  the  great  need. 

The  Survey  for  June  thus  discusses  this  contrast  and 
the  lessons  to  be  learned  from  it: 


“These  parallel  phenomena  ought  to  do  more  than  scratch  the 
surface  of  men’s  imaginations.  They  ought  to  engrave  deep  in  public 


opinion  some  realization  as  to  where  we  should  apply  our  energy,  our 
engineering,  our  resources,  our  constructive  statesmanship,  if  we 
would  conserve  American  life.  The  game  of  war  on  the  Atlantic 
Coast  against  a  mythical  invader  shows  up  feebly  against  the  seri¬ 
ous  business  in  the  Mississippi  bottmnlan^  where  tne  task  oi  the 
pioneers  in  conquering  the  wilderness  stands  unfinished.  If  we  had 
put  a  tenth  as  much  resourcefulness  into  meeting  the  lessons  of  the 
floods  of  1912  and  1922  as  we  have  into  naval  preparedness,  the 
news  from  Cairo  and  points  south  this  last  month  would  have  been 
different.” 

Light  on  China 

IT  is  hard  for  even  the  toughest  intellect  and  mosit 
retentive  memory  to  understand  for  more  than  one 
day  at  a  time  what  the  situation  in  China  is.  A  daily 
newspaper  not  long  ago  put  this  difficulty  rather 
graphically  by  illustrating  our  understanding  of  Chinese 
affairs  by  the  possible  reports  in  China  of  affairs  in  the 
United  States,  if  they  were  grasped  with  the  same  degree 
of  accuracy.  Here  are  a  couple  of  samples^ 

Chicago,  Ill.,  June. — Yesterday  there  was  a  pitched  battle  on 
Riverside  Drive,  here,  between  rival  gangs  of  gunmen  in  which  100 
Chinese  were  killed.  One  gang  finally  took  refuge  in  the  Highland 
Park  Plant  of  the  Ford  Automobile  Company,  situated  where  the 
Missouri  River  flows  into  Lake  Michigan. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  June. — The  floods  in  the  Mississippi  Valley 
have  been  ascribed  to  the  dynamiting  of  the  levees  by  Republican 
armies  under  the  command  of  General  Nicholas  Lokowoeth.  Sup¬ 
plies  are  being  rushed  from  the  adjoining  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Such  dispatches  would  probably  not  leave  much  more 
confusion  than  often  exists  in  our  minds. 

It  is  very  fortunate  that  just  now  there  have  appeared 
two  books,  small  in  size  and  price,  which  give  an  indis¬ 
pensable  first  aid  to  anyone  trying  to  grasp  the  meaning 
of  one  of  the  greatest  upheavals  of  our  time. 

The  first  is  The  New  Soul  in  China,  by  Bishop  Geobge 
R.  Gbose  (Abingdon  Press). 

In  this  little  book  of  seven  short  chapters.  Bishop 
Grose  sets  forth  the  great  issues  in  the  political,  social  and 
religious  situation  in  China.  Though  the  book  is  small  in 
compass  k  is  in  no  sense  superficial  but  probes  deeply  to 
the  vital  aspects  of  the  Chinese  revolution.  His  under¬ 
standing  of  the  political  situation  may  be  indicated  from 
the  statement  in  an  early  paragraph:  “The  Nationalist 
movement  has  been  discredited  in  the  minds  of  many  for¬ 
eigners  by  excesses  and  crimes  which  have  been  committed 
by  radicals.  But  the  whole  movement  cannot  be  damned 
by  the  use  of  an  ugly  word  calling  it  ‘Red.’  ”  The  chap¬ 
ters  on  the  place  of  the  Christian  Church  and  the  present 
status  of  the  Chris'tian  movement  in  China  face  facts 
courageously  but  with  implicit  faith.  It  is  both  an  ar¬ 
resting  and  heartening  book. 

The  second  book  is  The  What  and  Why  of  China 
(Willett,  Clark  &  Colby)  written  by  Paul  Hutchinson. 
It  furnishes  a  background  for  an  intelligent  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  march  of  events  in  China.  It  is  written  in  a 
lucid  and  lively  style  which  maintains  unfailing  interest. 
We  have  the  feeling  that,  if  necessary,  Hutchinson  could 
explain  the  Fourth  Dimension  or  Einstein’s  theory  of  rela¬ 
tivity  in  easy  and  alluring  words  of  one  syllable.  For¬ 
tunately,  in  the  present  instance,  he  is  not  entangled  in 
such  celestial  topics.  In  China  he  is  thoroughly  at  home. 
His  interpretation  of  present  China  history  would  not  be 
endorsed  by  the  crowd  of  foreigners  who  stand  around 
the  long  bars  ^t  Shanghai  and  call  for  invasion  and  in¬ 
tervention  by  foreign  governments.  But  if  one  wishes, 
not  to  bolster  up  anti-Chinese  prejudice,  but  to  get  an 
insight  into  the  meaning  of  present  movements  and  their 
historical  background,  the  book  is  invaluable  and  fasci¬ 
nating  in  interest.  L. 
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WEST  CHINA  UNIVERSITY 

Here  is  an  institution  which  is  carrying  on  under  leadership  largely  Chinese.  A  Chinese  vice-president  is  in  charge,  and  four¬ 
teen  out  of  twenty-seven  members  of  the  University  Senate  are  Chinese 


The  Future  of  Chinese  Methodism  ^ 

It  Will  Be  Decided  by  Chinese  in  China,  Not  by  Americans  at  Kansas  City 

By  Frank  T.  Cartwright 

Foochow,  China 


WITH  China  screamingly  in  the  news  headlines,  it 
is  valid  to  ask,  “What  about  the  church  over 
there?”  With  the  majority  of  missionaries  in 
central  and  southern  China  forcibly  pulled  or  driven  from 
their  homes  and  with  the  latest  northern  China  news  dis¬ 
turbing,  it  is  equally  valid  to  ask,  “What  are  the  pros¬ 
pects  for  missionary  activity  in  the  approaching  years?” 
These  are  imperatively  pressing  questions ;  yet  not  even 
this  missionary,  who  seizes  his  typewriter  on  every  and 
any  or  no  excuse,  would  dare  to  offer  an  analysis  and 
answer  unless  he  were  invited  to  do  so.  The  problems 
are  so  great  and  the  likelihood  of  a  correct  answer  is  so 
amall  that  an  editor  must  use  near-coercion  to  secure  the 
desired  discussion. 

There  has  been  plenty  written  (many  will  agree  that 
it  has  been  more  than  plenty)  about  the  church  in  gen¬ 
eral  here  in  China  and  about  the  relation  to  it  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  as  a  body.  For  the  present  let  us  leave  gen¬ 
eralities  and  build  a  fence  around  rather  a  small  pasture 
in  which  we  can  graze.  We  will  discuss  the  relations  of 
the  American  church,  of  which  we  are  a  part,  with  the 
corresponding  section  in  China.  Our  queries  then  become 
more  concrete.  Will  there  be  a  national  union  church  in 
China,  or  will  there  he  a  Chinese  Methodism,  a  section  of 
the  world-wide  Methodism  dreamed  of  by  Bishop  Bash- 
ford?  What  will  be  its  probable  line  of  organization? 
What  relations,  if  any,  will  missionaries  and  mission 
boards  have  to  it? 

Will  the  Methodists  in  China  continue  to  build  with 
Methodist  brick  and  mortar  the  structure  of  the  future, 
or  will  they  unite  with  the  several  other  organizations 
which  are  now  in  the  travail  of  creating  the  “Chinese 
Christian  Church"? 

You  need  not  weary  your  brain  trying  to  answer  this 


question,  because  the  answer  will  not  be  given  by  America. 

The  General  Conference  may  discuss  the  matter  in  1928, 
but  you  may  rest  assured  that  the  real  answer  is  being 
forged  in  China.  There  was  a  time  when  the  Chinese  took 
their  organization,  as  they  took  their  education  and  their 
religious  ideas,  from  the  Western  world;  but  in  the  words 
of  a  once  popular  song,  “Them  days  is  gone  forever.” 
Acknowledging  that  many,  perhaps  most,  of  the  present 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Cathay  are  blandly 
indifferent  to  the  kind  of  organization  they  possess,  the 
vocal  members,  who  are  the  ones  elected  to  the  Central 
Conferences,  are  just  as  blandly  going  ahead  with  the^Hj 
planning  of  their  own  church.  The  decision  of  this  prob¬ 
lem  will  be  made  by  the  Chinese  Methodists,  not  by  the 
Americans. 

Unfortunately,  it  may  be  made  in  the  heat  of  these 
panicky  days.  A  present  survey  of  the  field  reveals  con¬ 
ditions  about  like  these.  Missionaries  in  large  numbers 
having  left  their  stations  at  consular  or  episcopal  advices, 
often  agreed  in  by  the  missionaries’  own  judgment.  Chi¬ 
nese  Christians  under  deep  suspicion,  sometimes  suffering 
persecution,  because  of  their  connection  with  what  the 
communists  and  many  of  the  nationalists  term  “the  im¬ 
perialistic  Western  religion.”  National  pride  touched  to 
the  quick.  Hopes  for  Chinese  national  integration  and 
renaissance  burning  in  every  normal  breast.  Business 
relationships  being  broken  because  of  these  mental  surg- 
ings.  Politics  dominated  by  them.  Troops  in  the  field 
fighting  for  them.  It  is  idle  to  expect  that  church  affairs 
will  not  be  affected  by  them,  but  it  will  be  a  great  tragedy 
if  the  future  contacts  of  the  Eastern  Methodists  with^ 
those  of  America  are  determined  by  these  factors  and  if 
the  great  decision  is  forged  out  of  such  hot  metal.  Yet 
one  must  square  up  to  the  realization  that  this  decision 
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The  Movement  for  a 
National  Church 

Considerable  propa¬ 
ganda  has  been  carried 
on,  looking  toward  the 
organization  of  a  na¬ 
tional  church  here.  Some 
seventeen  mission  and 
church  bodies  have  ten¬ 
tatively  planned  to 
unite,  and  the  schedule 
calls  for  a  meeting  this 
coming  autumn  of  rep¬ 
resentatives  to  draw  up 
a  constitution  and  con¬ 
summate  the  union. 

Methodists,  both  Chinese  and ,  American,  have  been  ap¬ 
proached  about  the  subject.  A  leading  Chinese,  not  a 
member  of  our  church,  has  said:  “There  is  little  likeli¬ 
hood  of  you  Methodists  joining.  The  majority  of  your 
Chinese  leaders  are  in  favor  of  doing  so,  but  your  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  almost  all  in  favor  of  a  world-wide  Meth¬ 
odism.”  My  personal  investigations  among  workers  of 
both  races  do  not  bear  out  his  statement.  I  have  talked 
with  a  representative  number  of  Americans  who  are  will¬ 
ing,  some  of  them  eager,  to  unite;  and  I  have  found  a 
surprisingly  large  number  of  thinking  Chinese  Methodists 
who  do  not  wish  to  merge  their  church  identity  in  the 
new  organization. 

One  factor  which  will  of  necessity  have  much  weight, 
more  than  it  should  have,  is  financial.  The  Chinese  are 
at  present  unable  to  carry  on  a  church,  if  they  must 
finance  it  themselves.  (This  is  on  the  assumption  that 
the  church  would  require  the  number  of  buildings  and 
workers  now  used.)  Some  congregations  are  fully  self- 
supporting,  a  few  paying  rather  largely  to  benevolent 
causes ;  but  the  great  majority  could  not  possibly  pay  the 
salary  of  a  poorly  trained  man  as  pastor,  let  alone  that 
of  a  preacher  capable  of  giving  them  real  leadership. 
Unless  an  economic  miracle  occurs,  it  will  be  a  long  while 
before  the  standards  of  life  among  the  people  will  allow 
the  Chinese  church  to  be  self-supporting. 

How  About  Finances? 

Some  Chinese  in  thinking  about  the  possible  future 
church  see  this  factor  looming  large  and  black  before 
them.  They  fear  that  the  breaking  of  the  cable  of  or¬ 
ganization  between  the  two  shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean 
will  mean  that  no  financial  electricity  can  get  across  to 
the  church  in  the  future,  so  they  timidly  oppose  any 
break.  Others  see  it  as  a  factor,  but  they  do  not  esti¬ 
mate  it  very  highly.  Still  others  do  not  even  recognize 
it  as  a  matter  for  study  at  all. 

To  me  the  duty  of  the  American  section  of  Methodism 
is  clear  as  early  daylight.  At  the  next  session  of  the 
I  General  Conference  we  should  make  very  plain  to  Chi¬ 
nese  Methodists  that  we  do  not  intend  in  any  way  to  tie 
their  hands.  If  they  want  to  continue  as  a  division  in  a 
world-wide  church  following  in  the  main  the  footsteps  of 


John  Wesley,  we  should 
gladly  welcome  them  in 
the  future  as  in  the  past. 
Legislation  should  be  so 
shaped  that  they  will 
have  every  possible,  en¬ 
couragement  to  inde¬ 
pendent  creative  think¬ 
ing  and  action.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  they  feel  that  a 
united  Chinese  church  is 
the  place  where  they  can 
make  their  finest  contri¬ 
bution  to  national  and 
world-wide  religious  life, 
we  should  endeavor  to 
furnish  our  share  of  the 
subsidy  which  will  be  re¬ 
quired  for  a  time,  and 
we  should,  if  asked,  con¬ 
tinue  to  send  mission- 
•  aries  to  help  them. 
These  two  sets  of  aims 
should  be  made  as  clear  as  words  and  lives  can  make  them. 

Having  written  all  these  words  about  the  first  of  our 
three  questions,  this  missionary  now  says:  “I  do  not 
know  whether  there  will  be  a  united  Chinese  church  or  a 
semi-independent  Methodist  Church.  I  refuse  even  to 
predict.” 

What  about  the  probable  line  of  organization  in  the 
future  church  in  China?  One  dares  to  be  a  trifle  more 
assured  in  his  attitude  to  this  question,  because  the  Chi¬ 
nese  have,  and  express,  clear-cut  ideas  about  it. 

What  Will  a  United  Church  Be  Like? 

If  Methodism  goes  into  the  Chinese  Christian  Church, 
it  is  quite  likely  that  the  large  number  of  Methodists 
in  proportion  to  the  other  denominations  will  produce  a 
slightly  Wesleyan  tinge  in  the  resulting  mixture.  A  Chi¬ 
nese  who  is  one  of  the  three  or  four  outstanding  Chris¬ 
tians  in  the  land,  said  to  me  one  day:  “When  there  is 
a  united  church  here,  I  predict  that  it  will  be  somewhat 
along  the  line  of  your  Methodist  organization.  Although 
a  Congregationalist  myself,  I  recognize  that  your  system 
gets  results,  and  we  Chinese  are  practical  people,  so  we 
will  probably  adopt  the  plan  that  works.  Pastors  re¬ 
sponsible  to  a  district  leader  like  your  superintendents; 
these  in  turn  responsible  to  a  bishop  or  similar  officer 
with  a  name  that  will  not  offend  our  Congregational  ears 
— that,  I  believe,  will  be  the  organization  of  our  church. 
But  we  won’t  elect  bishops  for  life ;  we’ll  follow  the  Japa¬ 
nese  Methodist  plan  and  sentence  them  to  short  terms.” 

But  what  if  Methodists  in  China  want  to  continue  as 
part  of  the  world  church?  Will  they  remain  as  at  pres¬ 
ent,  a  very  small  influence  in  a  big  organism?  Will  they 
accept  General  Conference  legislation  as  virtually  the 
voice  of  Deity?  What  changes  will  come  in  relationships 
and  organization?  After  a  great  deal  of  questioning,  of 
Chinese  high  in  our  church  councils,  of  some  in  lowly  posi¬ 
tion,  I  am  ready  to  make  a  few  prophecies,  dangerous 
though  that  is. 

A  National  Church 

(1)  It  will  be  a  Chinese  and  not  an  eastern  Asia 
church.  This  statement  requires  a  little  clariflcation. 
At  present  the  Central  Conference  of  eastern  Asia  is  the 


may  have  been  made  be¬ 
fore  American  Meth- 
y  odism  has  had  an  op- 
Iw  portunity  to  think  into 
and  through  the  prob¬ 
lem. 


CHINESE  PREACHING  TO  SOLDIERS  IN  THE  YENPING 

HOSPITAL 

In  the  long  run  the  future  of  Christianity  in  China  i»  bound  up 
neither  in  the  fate  of  mi$$ionarie»  nor  in  the  buildings  they  have  erected, 
but  in  the  Chinese  Christians. 
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body  through  which  Chinese  Christians  must 
express  themselves  to  America.  But  it  is  an 
incongruous  gathering.  The  Japanese 
Methodists,  because  a  part  of  a  union 
church,  have  no  integral  share  in  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Conference.  They  send  fraternal  dele¬ 
gates.  The  Korean  Methodists  send  reg¬ 
ular  delegates  with  full  powers.  Because  of 
numerical  superiority  the  Chinese  send  a 
score  of  delegates  to  each  Korean.  Strangest 
of  all,  the  Methodist  missionaries  in  Japan 
elect  delegates  who  have  full  rights,  even 
though  the  Japanese  cannot  send  such  men. 

This  body,  strangely  mixed  as  it  is,  has  great  powers, 
and  uses  them.  The  Gleneral  Conference  of  1924  con¬ 
ferred  even  greater  powers  upon  it. 

But  there  is  a  restiveness  apparent  among  thinking 
Chinese.  They  wish,  in  matters  not  settled  by  General 
Conference,  to  legislate  for  themselves.  They  do  not  wish 
to  pass  laws  for  the  Koreans,  the  Japanese,  nor  for  the 
missionaries  in  Japan.  Neither  do  they  wish  these  to 
have,  as  they  had  four  years  ago,  the  balance  of  power 
on  important  matters  of  legislation. 

(2)  It  will  have  practically  complete  autonomy.  This 
it  already  has  in  considerable  measure,  more  of  it  than 
it  has  yet  had  time  to  use.  General  Conferences  in  the 
past  have  conceded  large  powers  to  the  Central  Confer¬ 
ences  in  foreign  lands;  doubtless  in  the  future  they  will 
offer  even  a  larger  degree  of  self-government.  Nothing 
less  than  a  self-respecting  independence  of  action,  wher¬ 
ever  that  action  deals  with  its  own  affairs,  will  satisfy 
the  nationalistic  aspirations  of  the  church  here.  And 
nothing  less  than  that  ought  to  satisfy  the  parent  church 
in  America. 


June  23,  1927 

Shall  Missionaries  Stay  in  China? 

What  about  the  future? 

First,  within  the  botmdi  of  our 
present  Conferences.  Missionary  work 
in  such  regions  should  be  left  entirely 
to  the  control  of  the  Chinese  church. 
If  they  want  continued  help  from 
American  preachers,  we  should  give 
that  help  to  the  utmost  limit  of  our 
resources  in  men  and  money.  I  believe 
that  they  will  ask  for  continued  mis¬ 
sionary  help  as  (a)  ‘Miaison  officers,” 
who,  by  word  of  mouth  or  by  letters, 
interpret  the  Chinese  church  and  its  needs  to  the  con¬ 
stituency  in  America ;  (b)  as  evangelistic  helpers,  men  and 
women  who  will  assist  the  district  superintendents,  preach¬ 
ers,  and  Bible  women  in  their  difficult  and  rarely  inspired 
tasks;  (c)  as  occasional  visitors,  as  ‘‘experts,”  if  you 
please,  men  and  women  who  will  come  from  foreign  lands 
after  years  of  experience  and  will  advise  with  groups  of 
Chinese  workers.  However,  if  any  Conference  feels  that 
it  can  get  along  better  without  the  presence  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary,  we  should  with  good  grace  and  in  real  rejoicing 
retire  from  that  field,  conscious  that  the  missionary  aim 
has  been  reached. 

But  there  are  wide  areas  outside  the  bounds  of  any 
Methodist  Conference.  These  areas  are  not  only  far 
from  Methodist  influences,  but  many  are  not  touched  by 
any  Christian  force.  Can  we  not,  should  we  not,  as  mis¬ 
sions  go  to  those  regions? 

It  is  conceded  that  we  could  go  there  independently 
and  could  do  much  good.  Very  likely  many  missionaries 
and  some  societies  will  decide  so  to  do. 

But  Methodism  must  not  do  this.  We  can  and  should 


But  what  about  Americans  in  the  future  church,  the 
missionaries  now  here,  and  those  who  volunteer  in  the  days 
to  come?  It  is  quite  within  the  realm  of  the  probable 
that  the  words  I  write  will  be  hopelessly  out  of  date 
before  they  can  reach  the  United  States.  History  is 
running  all  over  the  prophets  nowadays.  It  is  geared 
into  high,  while  the  prophets,  as  a  rule,  have  nothing  but 
imagination  with  which  to  work. 


let  the  Chinese  church  know  that  we  are  willing  and  eager 
to  do  continued  pioneer  missionary  work,  but  only  on 
their  invitation.  When  there  were  no  Christians  in  China 
our  spiritual  forefathers  came  and  worked  against  great 
opposition  to  establish  a  church.  But  there  is  a  church 
now.  It  has  numerical  strength.  Capable  leaders  have 
been  developed.  That  church  surely  should  be  consulted 
before  our  board  opens  pioneer  work  in  China  hereafter. 


“I  Like  Preachers,  But” — 

Considerina:  Some  Common  Criticisms  of  Ministers 

By  Raymond  L.  Forman 

Pastor  8t.  Paul’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  New  York  City 


Sensible,  for  years,  of  criticisms  of  ministers 
broadcast  through  attitudes,  verbal  comment  and 
their  rumors,  books  and  other  publications,  which 
are  for  the  most  part  unfounded  and  unjust,  I  am  ventur¬ 
ing  to  emerge  from  a  twenty-years’  seasoning  on  the  in¬ 
side  of  the  profession  and  become  a  porch  philosopher 
for  a  few  minutes  to  reason  with  those  critics  who  are 
“pounding”  ministers. 

It  is  easy  to  fall  into  the  fallacy  of  spreading  the 
defections  of  a  few  over  the  many.  A  denomination  in 
a  particular  city  or  area  may  become  degraded  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  in  other  parts  of  the  country  be¬ 
cause  of  the  published  crazy  carryings-on  of  a  few  fa¬ 
natics. 


The  Curse  of  AflFectation 


Ministers  are  men,  and  not  without  personal  faults, 
It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  there  are  three  shortcomings 
among  a  few  that  serve  to  weaken  their  ministry.  One 
is  affectation.  An  artificial  manner  and  speech  which 
because  of  its  unnaturalness  suggests  a  veneer  of  profes¬ 
sionalism  and  even  insincerity.  The  mask-and-mantle 
business  is  an  abomination  to  real  men.  Why  do  they 
roll  their  r’s  so?  ,Why  do  they  say  co-opPEE ration  and 
spEErit  and  dew  for  do?  Why  are  they  one  personality 
in  the  pulpit  and  another  elsewhere?  Are  they  apeing 
the  great  ?  If  so,  they  should  quit  it,  for  there  is  nothing 
as  strong,  dignified,  and  appealing  as  individuality  and 
naturalness.  We  have  nothing  to  give  from  borrowed 
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goods.  This  sort  of  thing  is  a  far  cry  from  the  manhood 
of  the  Master.  Again,  there  is  a  tendency  on  the  part 
of  some  to  personal  vanity,  which  is  not  a  synonym  for 
self-abnegation.  Our  business  is  too  big  and  engrossing 
to  allow  for  such  personal  embroideries. 

The  “Stage  Parson” 

Whenever  they  wish  to  represent  a  “parson”  on  the 
stage  they  fall  at  once  upon  a  type  that  seems  to  be  a 
merger  of  these  two  and  produce  a  creature  beautifully 
and  completely  synchronized  with  the  ritual;  and  he  is 
about  the  “sappiesf’-^look- 
ing  minister  the  mind  can 
conceive  of.  The  younger 
generation  would  call  him  a 
“smooth,  dumb  egg.”  And 
it  is  not  an  unhappy  meta¬ 
phor  at  that,  for  his  stage 
actions  are  like  “omelet”  and 
his  speech  “souffle.”  It 
would  be  quite  refreshing  if 
now  and  again  they  gave  the 
brother  some  of  the  qualities 
of  an  “egg-nog.”  It  may  be 
that  that  novelist  had  wit¬ 
nesses  to  these  performances 
who  wrote  that  there  are 
three  sexes :  men,  women,  and 
ministers.  I  never  see  one 
of  these  performanc.es  that 
I  don’t  go  home  and  look  in 
the  mirror  and  ask,  “Am  I 
a  man  or  am  I  not ;  have  I 
red  blood  or  have  I  not?” 

And  that  is  not  vanity;  nor 
is  it  Pharisaism  to  thank 
God  for  the  pinch  of  salt 
and  the  pepper  and  dash  of 
vinegar  in  the  system. 

Another  fault  that  pre¬ 
vails  among  some,  which  is 
more  than  a  shortcoming,  is 
personal  ambition  within  the 
ministry.  To  use  the  materials  of  the  kingdom  of  God, 
the  altars  and  pulpits  to  climb  upon  for  self-elevation, 
is  a  downright  sin,  altogether  disconsonant  with  the  call 
of  Christ  and  unbecoming  to  a  prophet  of  God.  Strange 
to  say  that  these  three  things  do  not  seem  to  be  noticed 
much  by  the  people.  Nevertheless  they  are  grievous 
faults,  but  happily  the  greater  part  of  the  ministry  is 
guiltless. 

What  do  the  people  note  and  say  of  ministers  in  a 
professional  way?  These  things: 

How  About  Salary? 

They  have  “an  eye  for  the  salary” ;  are  keen  for  the 
cash,  and  when  calls  are  being  extended,  the  highest 
bidder  gets  the  man.  Just  a  word  about  the  minister 
and  money.  If  he  had  considered  it  in  the  beginning  he 
would  never  have  been  a  minister,  for  he  knew  that  his 
profession  was  the  poorest  paid  in  the  world.  Compare 
the  income  of  lawyers,  doctors,  dentists,  actors,  authors, 
and  even  teachers  (whose  low  salaries  are  proverbial), 
and  you  discover  an  appalling  difference.  Skilled  labor¬ 
ers  can  “buy  and  sell”  ministers  three  times  over.  Even 
street  sweepers  and  window  washers  surpass  him.  I  have 


tried  everywhere  to  get  up-to-date  statistics  on  the  av¬ 
erage  salary  of  the  ministers  in  the  evangelical  churches 
but  failed.  I  have  an  old  table  before  me,  published  ten 
years  ago,  that  figures  it  at  about  $750.  I  am  sure  from 
the  unofficial  information  I  have  received  it  would  not 
exceed  $1,200  to-day. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  many  young  ministers  enter 
with  school  debts,  and  after  a  lifetime  service  retire  to 
be  kept,  or  partially  supported,  by  their  children  and  by 
the  small  pittance  they  get  from  the  Superannuated  Min¬ 
isters*  Fund,  it  must  impress  even  the  average  intelligence 

that  we  are  not  keen  for  the 
cash. 

As  far  as  being  enticed 
by  a  call  that  carries  with  it 
an  advance  in  salary,  two 
things  must  be  considered: 
First,  a  minister’s  salary,  as 
a  rule,  indicates  the  dimen¬ 
sions  of  the  field  of  service. 
And  if  a  man  feels  that  his 
gifts  and  graces  are  apt,  he 
should  move  to  the  greater 
responsibility.  God  wants 
us  to  progress  that  way.  We 
are  the  custodians  of  the 
leaven,  and  if  we  have  enough 
to  work  into  the  bigger  lump, 
that  lump  is  not  to  be  re¬ 
jected.  There  is  an  econ¬ 
omy  in  the  Kingdom  as 
everywhere.  It  should  also 
be  remembered  in  this  con¬ 
nection  that  large  salaries 
entail  large  expenditures 
and  the  net  advance  is  not 
what  it  appears  to  be. 

Again:  A  minister  has 
dependents — a  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren — and  they  are  mortals. 
Not  only  do  they  eat  and 
wear  clothing,  but  the  chil¬ 
dren  have  minds  which  he 
feels  he  must  educate.  He  has  nothing  to  leave  them, 
and  his  one  hope  is  that  their  mental  tools  may  be  sharp¬ 
ened  to  carve  out  their  own  careers  in  the  world.  When 
he  consults  the  annual  expenses  of  the  colleges  and  tries 
to  figure  it  out  of  his  salary,  he  wishes  that  figures  for 
once  might  lie ;  but  they  don’t !  The  children’s  education 
is  the  family  problem.  It  has  always  seemed  to  me  just 
and  proper  that  institutions  of  higher  learning  under 
the  church  or  state  should  offer  a  certain  number  of  full 
and  partial  scholarships  for  the  minister’s  sons  and 
daughters,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  years  of  public 
service  which  he  has  not  been  adequately  compensated 
for,  and  thereby  satisfy  the  one  desire  of  his  heart. 

There  is  a  class  of  people  who  cannot  seem  to  under¬ 
stand  that  the  minister  earns  anything,  but  that  he  is 
a  factor  of  civilization  predestined  to  survive  on  the 
people’s  gifts.  When  they  write  their  checks  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  church  and  the  ministry,  they  entertain  the 
samev  thoughts  and  feeling  that  they  do  when  they  give 
to  charity.  They  ought  to  know  that  day  has  not  yet 
gone  when  the  great  Judge  metes  out  condemnation  upon 
those  who  starve  and  stone  His  prophets  sent  unto 
them. 


The  Voice  of  God 


Beauty  ha*  laid  her  hand  upon  me 
And  I  thall  be  no  more  the  tame; 

I  that  had  eye*  but  taw  not 
Now  can  tee 

The  earth  and  tky  outtpread  in  lovelinett; 

I  that  had  ear*  but  heard  not 
Now  can  hear 

The  harmony  that  life  forever  make*. 

I  that  had  ear*  but  heard  not 
Now  can  hear 
The  voice  of  Ood; 

I  that  had  eye*  but  taw  not 

Now  can  tee 

God. 

For  beauty  hat  laid  her  hand  upon  me. 

.  — Jeak  GaiasBT  Paxton, 
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Are  Ministers  Lazy? 

They  say  that  ministers  are  lazy.  Certainly  there 
are  lazy  ministers.  But  the  criticism  is  frequently  an 
indictment  of  a  whole  profession.  The  assumption  is  based 
on  his  exhibited  labors  on  Sunday,  and  the  inference  that 
the  only  work  he  does  is  that  which  they  see.  Little  do 
they  know  how  sermons  are  made — of  the  real  labors  of 
preparation  and  study.  Any  man  who  can  compose  and 
prepare  two  creditable  sermons  in  one  week  has  done  a 
week’s  work  already.  The  late  John  Henry  Jowett  found 
he  was  capable  of  only  three  new  sermons  a  month,  but 
the  average  minister  is  compelled  to  provide  three  a  week, 
for  the  midweek  meeting  nowadays  is  another  service  for 
the  minister.  I  recall  seeing  somewhere  several  years  ago 
a  table  in  which  the  minister’s  labors  were  figured  out  in 
days  for  a  year.  Any  one  of  us  can  do  it  to  see  how  lazy 
we  are.  Here  is  one: 


Prraaring  for  three  discourses  a  week . 144  days 

Reducing  that  preparation  to  writing .  72  days 

Sundays  (less  average  vacation)  . . . 48  days 

1,000  pastoral  calls  (one-half  hour  each)  . 42  days 

Time  consumed  in  getting  from  place  to  place .  21  days 

Community  service,  social  duties,  and  other  public  ad¬ 
dresses,  funerals  and  weddings,  etc . 40  days 

Conferences  and  sessions  .  12  days 

379  days 


The  above  is  figured  on  the  basis  of  the  twelve-hour  day, 
which  is  the  minister’s  day,  and  to  convert  to  eight-hour 
days  add  126  days,  making  505  days. 

Allowing  for  vacation  of  one  month,  it  stands  that 
the  minister  is  on  his  job  505  days  in  eleven  months,  or 
forty-six  days  every  month.  If  we  care  to  be  as  generous 
in  our  calculations  as  we  are  with  other  workmen  and 
allow  him  a  half  day  on  Monday,  he  crams  a  few  more 
days  in  the  month.  Most  ministers  that  I  know  manage 
to  do  some  work  on  Mondays.  If  they  are  not  working 
on  some  constructive  program,  they  are  working  off  a 
nervous  headache — and  that  is  work ! 

Ministers  do  not  like  to  be  called  lazy,  for  they  know 
they  are  not.  Nor  do  they  care  to  be  showing  too  many 
evidences  of  their  industry.  I  wish  people  would  not  al¬ 
ways  say  to  me,  “You  are  such  a  busy  man.”  I  had 
hoped  to  disguise  that  busyness  in  a  professional  art  and 
a  cultivated  leisurely  swing.  No  pastor  desires  it  to  ap¬ 
pear  that  his  ministry  is  geared  to  the  clock,  that  sends 
him  chasing  about  the  parish  on  a  schedule,  making  close 
connections.  All  this  is  evidence  of  a  bad  proportion. 
We  have  time  withal.  We  have  all  the  time  in  the  world 
for  people  in  sorrow  and  affliction,  and  for  the  rendering 
of  any  real  pastoral  service. 

The  “Pep-EflBciency”  Test 

I  cannot  speak  here  for  other  ministers,  but  for  my¬ 
self,  let  me  say,  I  have  no  time  for  people  who  would  sit 
in  my  study  for  an  hour  or  more,  reviewing  the  religious 
history  of  the  family,  making  that  a  pious  frontage  to 
an  inner  vagabondage  for  the  extracting  of  funds  from 
me.  I  have  no  time  to  argue  with  religious  fanatics.  I 
have  little  time  to  sit  in  this  multitude  of  fuss-budget 
Conferences  and  interminable  sessions  that  make  much 
ado  about  nothing!  I  get  so  religiously  shopworn  and 
dingy  in  those  places.  No,  ministers  are  not  lazy.  A 
work  into  which  is  woven  the  mind,  soul,  energies,  time; 
in  short,  the  whole  life  of  the  man,  forbids  sluggishness. 
Even  their  vacations  are  spent  in  search  of  ideas  and  in 
gleaning  facts. 

But  again,  reports  come  in  that  ministers  are  inef¬ 
fective  (especially  in  these  days  of  this  “pep-efficiency”). 
Under  the  head  of  ineffectiveness  are  three  distinct  com¬ 


plaints.  The  first  is  best  said  in  the  words  of  the  com¬ 
plainant,  “Our  minister  is  a  fine  man  but  he  cannot 
preach.”  That  usually  needs  to  be  taken  with  a  grain 
of  salt.  Let  us  do  some  plain  talking  here.  The  average  I 
grade  of  intelligence  of  any  general  audience  is  not  very 
high,  not  as  high  as  the  minister’s,  and  the  truth  of  the 
matter  is  that  if  the  minister  were  to  preach  as  half  of 
his  congregation  would  have  him,  he  would  be  a  credit 
neither  to  God,  the  cause,  nor  himself.  All  are  not  bril¬ 
liant,  eloquent,  or  inspirational  men,  but  with  few  excep¬ 
tions  they  do  serve  up  in  a  wholesome  way  the  meat  of  the 
truth,  and  they  must  expect  disappointments  in  the  fare 
expressed  by  those  who  are  not  off  the  milk  and  gruel  yet. 

Others  say,  “Our  minister  is  a  brilliant  preacher  but 
he  is  a  very  poor  pastor.”  Well,  there  may  be  a  little 
ground  for  that,  but  not  a  great  deal.  Ministers  as  a 
whole  are  a  tender-hearted,  sympathetic  lot  of  men,  and 
they  do  not  neglect  the  sick  and  burdened  when  they  know 
who  they  are.  They  s^re  often  the  victims  of  criticism  in 
this  regard  because  of  the  negligence  of  the  members.  He 
cannot  assume  that  people  are  sick  because  they  are  ab¬ 
sent  from  one  or  two  services,  especially  in  a  large  church ; 
nor  can  he  be  running  about  calling  on  everybody  with 
a  cold  or  a  headache. 

Are  Ministers  Poor  Administrators? 

They  say,  moreover,  that  ministers  are  poor  admin¬ 
istrators.  The  facts  don’t  bear  this  out.  People  are 
easily  fooled  by  appearances.  They  do  not  yet  know  that 
those  who  carry  about  with  them  the  very  noise  of  effi¬ 
ciency  have  nothing  much  but  the  noise ;  that  this  buzzing, 
officious  busyness  is  not  industry.  Believe  this,  that 
ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  ministers  are  good  ad¬ 
ministrators.  For  even  if  they  show  no  natural  genius 
for  it,  the  weight  of  their  responsibilities  press  some  of 
it  out  of  them.  Not  only  is  there  a  miscellany  of  demands 
insistently  reaching  them  from  the  parish  that  require  a 
versatile  mind,  but  down  from  the  officiary  in  the  central 
offices  of  the  general  church  come  perpetual  and  urgent 
demands. 

Let  the  Pastor  Do  It ! 

Who  is  responsible  for  the  raising  of  the  funds?  The 
pastor.  In  case  of  a  slump  or  a  deficiency,  do  they  ever 
ask,  “Who  are  the  lay  people  of  that  church?”  No.  They 
ask,  “Who  is  the  pastor?”  Who  is  the  general  manager'^ 
and  the  office  boy  of  the  average  parish?  The  pastor. 
Who  appoints  all  the  committees  ?  The  pastor.  To  whom 
do  all  of  these  committees  come  to  learn  how  to  function? 
The  pastor.  Who  does  the  functioning  in  the  end?  The 
pastor.  There  are  exceptions,  of  course ;  but  I  myself 
know  of  many  parishes  where  the  laymen  settle  down  like 
spectators  in  an  arena  to  see  the  one,  sole,  and  perpetual 
performer,  the  pastor,  doing  the  hercules  stunt  of  carry¬ 
ing  the  whole  works  in  his  hands  and  bearing  the  whole 
government  on  his  shoulders,  while  some  of  the  critics  in 
the  upper  tier  whisper  behind  their  hands,  “Really  our 
minister  is  rather  weak  and  inefficient,  don’t  you  think? 
See  how  he  staggers !” 

There  is  one  thing  that  keeps  men  in  the  ministry 
laboring.  They  know  they  are  God’s  men.  They  know 
they  have  compensations  no  other  men  can  have.  They 
minister  to  the  people’s  souls  out  of  the  eternities.  They 
stand  as  an  interpreter  between  the  frowning,  grinding,  i 
vicissitudes  of  a  capricious  world  and  the  baffling  mys-  ^ 
teries  beyond  them.  When  you  begin  to  criticize  min¬ 
isters,  think  of  all  these  things. 
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The  Place  of  Law  in  Civil  Life 

By  the  Rev.  Joseph  G.  Grant,  B.D.,  LL.B. 


BLACKSTONE  defines  law  as  “A  rule  of  civil  con¬ 
duct  prescribed  by  the  supreme  power  in  a  state, 
commanding  what  is  right  and  prohibiting  what 
is  wrong.”  As  law  is  a  rule  of  civil  conduct,  it  is  vitally 
related  to  civil  life.  Without  some  rule  of  guidance  so¬ 
ciety  is  chaos  and  anarchy. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  primitive  man  had 
some  such  instrument  to  safeguard  himself.  Law  is  a 
protector  and  conservator  of  human  life.  As  it  is  now 
formed  by  man,  the  very  existence  of  life  depends  upon 
it.  Even  primitive  man  had  certain  fundamental  rights, 
the  foremost  of  which  was  the  right  of  life.  Correspond¬ 
ing  to  this  right  was  the  duty  to  respect  it,  which  devolved 
upon  others.  A  violation  of  that  duty  constituted  a 
wrong,  and  an  enforcement  of  the  right  required  a  remedy 
for  that  wrong. 

Certain  rights  are  personal,  such  as  the  absolute  rights 
of  personal  security,  personal  liberty,  and  private  prop¬ 
erty.  Other  rights  are  relative,  as  in  relation  to  others, 
^  such  as  the  rights  and  the  duties  existing  between  fellow 
citizens,  as  such ;  those  between  private  citizens  and  public 
officers,  and  the  relations  between  master  and  servant, 
husband  and  wife,  parent  and  child,  guardian  and  ward. 
Property  rights,  though  they  relate  primarily  to  prop¬ 
erty,  are  none  the  less  personal  rights,  centering  in  those 
having  legal  relation  thereto. 

All  law  is  capable  of  classification  into  either  sub¬ 
stantive  or  adjective  law.  Substantive  law  embraces  all 
provisions  which  relate  to  the  rights  and  obligations  of 
individuals  between  themselves,  between  individuals  and 
the  community  at  large,  and  of  the  wrongs  which  violate 
such  rights  and  obligations.  Adjective  law  has  to  do 
solely  with  the  rules  of  legal  procedure  and  practice  by 
which  such  rights  and  obligations  are  upheld  and  en¬ 
forced,  and  such  wrongs  redressed  and  punished. 

The  principal  basis  of  the  law  in  this  country  is  the 
Common  Law  of  England.  The  United  States  has  no 
common  law.  The  only  federal  law  is  the  United  States 
Constitution,  statutes,  and  treaties. 

The  relative  importance  of  the  written  laws  of  the 
United  States  is  as  follows:  (1)  Constitution  of  the 
United  States;  (2)  treaties  and  laws  made  in  conformity 
therewith;  (3)  State  constitutions;  (4)  State  statutes; 
(5)  municipal  ordinances. 

Out  of  the  inadequacies  and  unyielding  technicalities 
arose  the  English  system  of  equity  jurisprudence.  Ju¬ 
dicial  law  is  unwritten  law.  The  oldest  known  code  of 
laws  is  that  of  Hammurabi.  It  was  the  law  of  Babylon, 
2300  B.  C. 

Law  was  administered  chiefly  by  the  priests,  and  its 
procedure  consisted  largely  of  long  and  formal  oaths 
rather  than  by  relying  upon  direct  evidence.  The  family 
was  the  unit  of  government.  Marriage  w'as  by  purchase 
of  the  bride  from  her  parents ;  it  was  the  subject  of  con¬ 
tract.  Mortgages,  pledges,  and  other  forms  of  security 
for  money  borrowed  were  very  common.  Wills  were  un¬ 
known  under  this  law. 

The  ancient  Greeks  wisely  accepted  the  principal 
property  and  commercial  features  of  the  Babylonian 
system,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Maritime  laws  of  the 
Phanicians. 


The  Justinian  Code  of  Roman  laws  was  enacted  536 
A.  D.  The  only  independent  system  of  unwritten  law 
evolved  by  any  nation  of  modern  times  is  that  of  the 
English  Common  Law.  This  system  arises  from  imme¬ 
morial  custom  and  usage,  having  the  force  of  law.  It  is 
based  upon  the  crude  laws  of  the  ancient  Britons  and 
improved  upon  from  time  to  time. 

The  adjective  as  well  as  the  substantive  law  became 
a  fixed  institution  in  1238  A.  D. 

To  have  an  adequate  idea  of  the  place  of  law  in  civil 
life,  it  is  well  to  consider  the  purpose  of  law.  Is  it  not 
to  promote  the  private  and  public  welfare  of  society  and 
the  pro'tection  of  established  rights?  The  only  theory 
which  justifies  legislation  is  the  general  good  of  the  com¬ 
munity  thereby  affected.  The  interests  of  society  must 
be  cared  for.  It  can  be  properly  protected  only  by  the 
proper  rule  of  conduct — such  is  law.  The  law  protects 
our  moral  interests,  we  are  protected  from  criminals  of 
all  kinds.  The  real  officers  of  the  law  are  worthy  of  all 
honor  and  support.  The  law  protects  our  business  and 
social  and  political  interests.  The  substantive  law  covers 
contracts,  bailments,  negotiable  instruments,  guaranty- 
ship  and  suretyship,  partnership,  banking  and  finances, 
insurance,  domestic  relations,  trusteeship,  and  every  phase 
of  civil  life. 

We  do  not  claim  perfection  for  the  law  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  it  is  a  human  institution ;  but  we  do  say 
that  it  is  an  essential  feature  of  civilized  life.  Without 
law  all  rights  would  be  violated  and  no  remedies  available. 
It  is  due  to  the  wisdom  of  the  fathers  that  we  now  have 
the  United  States  Constitution — a  guide  to  stability  and 
peace.  They  were  wise  enough  to  see  the  need  for  a 
supreme  rule  of  law  for  a  progressive  people.  The  law 
is  recognized  as  fundamental  by  all  the  States,  and  the 
great  cry  is  not  for  more  law  nor  better  laws,  but  more 
respect  for  the  law. 

The  test  of  law  is  threefold:  (1)  respect  for  it;  (2) 
sufficient  time  to  prove  its  worth;  (3)  every  officer  doing 
his  full  duty.  No  law  is  effective,  however  good  it  may 
be,  unless  it  is  supported  by  the  people ;  therefore,  public 
opinion  is  an  important  element  in  law  enforcement.  Too 
much  effort  cannot  be  made  to  educate  people  to  respect 
the  law.  Another  essential  feature  in  law  enforcement 
is  every  officer  of  law  doing  his  full  duty.  With  public 
opinion  well  balanced  and  the  proper  performance  of 
duty,  there  still  must  be  time  to  properly  test  a  law. 
When  these  features  are  carried  out,  civil  life  in  any 
community  or  nation  will  be  normal — rights  respected 
and  security  of  life  and  property  obtained. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  law  is  not  made  for  a  right¬ 
eous  man,  but  for  the  lawless  and  disobedient.  This 
statement  has  special  application  upon  the  present  pro¬ 
hibition  law,  for  if  the  righteous  man  who  has  not  the 
taste  for  intoxicating  liquor  were  the  only  one  subject 
to  it,  there  would  be  no  need  for  the  Eighteenth  Amend¬ 
ment.  The  law  was  not  made  for  him,  but  for  the  safe¬ 
guarding  of  the  youth  and  the  restriction  or  prohibition 
of  a  vicious  rule  of  conduct  of  others.  By  the  amend¬ 
ment  the  saloon  has  passed,  never  to  return.  It  was  the 
law  that  drove  it  from  the  civil  life  of  the  people.  To 
the  law  will  be  given  the  credit  of  saving  the  future  gen- 
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erations  from  strong  drink.  Not  only  is  sufficient  time 
needed  to  properly  test  a  law,  but  also  to  enact  it.  A 
law  which  may  mean  great  values  to  the  people  often  re¬ 
quires  years  for  its  enactment.  Such  was  the  case  with 
prohibition  and  also  with  woman’s  suffrage. 

The  law  to-day  makes  it  possible  for  woman  to  vote, 
to  protect  her  rights  in  rem  and  in  personam.  She  oc¬ 
cupies  an  equal  place  with  man. 

The  law  protects  children.  States  have  statutes  for¬ 
bidding  the  employment  of  children  under  a  certain  age. 

The  law  is  a  deterrent  of  mob  violence.  In  some 
States  each  county  wherein  a  lynching  occurs  must  pay 
a  penalty  of  many  thousand  dollars. 

The  law  puts  its  disapproval  on  segregation.  The 
United  States  Supreme  Court  has  ruled  against  it. 

Whatever  is  helpful  and  of  benefit  to  the  civil  life 
of  the  people  the  law  supports  with  a  ready  hand.  With 
the  law  occupying  such  a  high  place  in  civil  life,  shall 
the  law  be  supreme?  Every  nation,  race,  class  is  plead¬ 
ing  for  the  supremacy  of  the  law.  We  believe  that  with 
the  law  supreme  and  respected  a  real  democracy  is  pos¬ 
sible.  A  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and 
for  the  people  must  be  sustained  by  law  enacted  by  such 
a  people. 

In  our  country — I  know  no  other  country ;  my  home 
is  where  I  live — there  has  been  much  criticism  of  legal 


justice  as  dispensed  by  the  courts.  Some  persons  have 
said  that  only  the  rich  man  can  obtain  it.  Others  have 
said  that  certain  elements  of  the  population  have  been 
forced  to  migrate  on  account  of  non-protection  of  the 
law.  Now,  the  fault  is  not  in  the  law  per  se,  but  in  non- 
effective  use  of  the  law.  Some  people  have  not  the  means, 
financial  and  moral,  to  have  the  law  applied.  I  believe 
the  relief  needed  can  be  obtained  by  th^  organizing  of 
legal  societies  in  poor  communities  for  the  specific  pur¬ 
pose  of  furnishing  legal  aid  to  the  oppressed.  By  so 
doing,  civil  life  will  be  improved  and  rights  protected. 
It  is  not  financial  aid  only  that  is  needed,  but  moral  and 
spiritual  aid  as  well.  Let  men  of  vision  and  initiative 
take  the  lead  in  this  matter  and  see  that  no  one  suffers 
for  the  need  of  legal  assistance.  The  law  will  never  be  of 
full  value  to  civil  life  until  aid  is  given  the  weak  and  poor 
and  oppressed  of  every  community.  For  the  good  of 
civil  life,  it  is  essential  that  the  law  be  in  the  hands  of 
unbiased  men  and  women.  Race  prejudice,  class  preju¬ 
dice  and  ill-will  should  have  no  place  in  the  application 
of  the  law.  These  things  have  been  the  cause  of  much 
worry,  strife,  and  expense.  I  believe  the  prospect  for  a 
brighter  day  is  good  at  present.  We  are  at  the  dawn 
of  a  new  day — a  day  when  the  great  institution  of  law — 
the  gift  of  God — shall  be  properly  used  and  respected 
for  the  benefit  of  civil  life. 


Glimpses  of  the  Flood  Situation 

At  Close  Range 

By  Dr.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes 


A  T  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  we  saw  every  conceiv- 
able  type  of  vehicle  pressed  into  service  to  rescue 
^  ^  the  people  from  the  surrounding  parishes  and  bring 
them  to  the  Red  Cross  camps  of  Baton  Rouge,  Opelousas, 
and  Lafayette.  By  Sunday,  May  22,  2,400  hundred 
Negroes  and  2,000  whites  had  been  brought  into  the 
Baton  Rouge  camp.  More  than  10,000  were  registered 
in  the  Lafayette  camp,  and  the  little  city  of  Opelousas 
was  literally  packed.  And  they  continued  to  come  be¬ 
cause  176,000  people  had  been  warned  to  leave  that  rich 
Atchafalya  bottom  land,  where  2,000,000  acres  of  the 
richest  soil  of  the  South  was  being  flooded  with  from 
five  to  twenty  feet  of  water. 

A  faint  idea  of  the  desperate  fight  to  hold  the  river 
banks  intact  is  suggested  by  the  fact  that  at  McCrea, 
La.,  thousands  of  Negro  plantation  hands  piled  more 
than  a  million  sand  and  gravel  bags  in  a  space  of  six 
hundred  yards.  Working  in  mud  up  to  their  knees,  they 
battled  for  several  days  when  the  river  plunged  through 
this  mountain  of  sand  bags  to  flood  the  entire  parish  of 
Pointe  Coupe. 

Relieving  Pastors. — Being  sent  by  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  and  Church  Extension  to  provide  immediate 
aid  for  distressed  ministers  and  their  families,  we  went 
to  the  flood  region  of  Arkansas.  There  we  saw  cabins 
apparently  in  the  middle  of  great  lakes,  with  families, 
hogs,  chickens,  and,  in  one  case,  a  goat  all  quartered  in¬ 
side  in  one  room.  Twenty  ministers  of  the  Little  Rock 
Conference  were  caught  in  the  flood  district. 

The  pastor  of  Brickeys  circuit,  with  wife  and  twelve 
children,  one  bora  during  the  flood,  were  in  the  Mariana 
Red  Cross  camp.  The  pastor  at  Clarendon,  with  his 


wife  and  eight  children,  one  with  tuberculosis,  was  hemmed 
in  by  water.  All  of  our  pastors  in  this  section  serve 
plantation  people,  and  these  lowlands  have  been  liter¬ 
ally  flooded  out. 

The  Memphis,  Tenn.,  fairground  was  the  refugee 
camp  for  hundreds  of  our  Methodist  families  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  This  camp,  like  others,  was  conspicuous  for 
the  absence  of  men.  They  were  left  behind  to  work  on 
the  river  levees. 

Vicksburg,  Yazoo  City,  and  Jackson,  Miss.,  were 
haven  for  our  people  farther  down  the  State.  Eighteen^'* 
of  our  Mississippi  ministers  and  their  families  are  flood- 
stricken. 

At  this  writing  we  have  had  word  from  twenty-one 
pastors  of  Louisiana  who  have  had  to  rush  from  the 
floods,  many  of  them  leaving  everything  but  wife  and 
children.  From  the  direction  the  floods  are  taking,  we 
are  sure  to  find  as  many  more  who  will  have  lost  every¬ 
thing  but  their  faith. 

Rehabilitation. — Our  preachers,  as  a  general  thing, 
are  housed  among  friends  in  former  charges.  This  pre¬ 
vents  their  getting  Red  Cross  aid.  Ours  is  the  task 
of  caring  for  them  and  their  families,  but  the  greater 
task  lies  before  us.  All  of  these  preachers  must  go 
back  to  their  fields  of  service.  The  people  will  need  them 
more  than  ever  before.  Their  stricken  congregations  will 
have  nothing  to  give  for  their  support.  The  wrecked 
parsonage  must  be  put  in  condition.  No  parsonage  com¬ 
mittee  will  get  together  to  help  furnish  the  house. 
church  building  can  only  be  repaired  or  replaced  after 
the  people  have  gotten  themselves  into  some  sort  of 
homes.  The  church  must  be  put  in  condition  now,  and 
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the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  will 
be  challenged  to  do  this  task.  We  must  do  it,  for  while  ^ 
I  thousands  of  our  people  have  lost  their  earthly  goods, 
[Jp  their  faith  in  God  is  firm. 

A  Campmeeting. — We  were  at  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
Sunday,  May  22.  It  rained  in  torrents  the  better  part 
of  the  day  and  night.  About  6  P.  M.  there  was  a  brief 
let-up  in  the  showers.  We  went  to  the  camp,  where  2,400 
were  quartered ;  hundreds  of  others  were  coming  in.  These 
people  were  to  sleep  on  the  ground,  protected  only  by 
a  bed  of  straw.  Taking  advantage  of  the  brief  let-up  of 
the  rain,  a  Baptist  preacher  in  the  camp  mounted  a 
table,  and  with  a  deep,  heavy  voice  began  to  sing: 


“Shine  on  me,  shine  on  me, 

I  wonder  will  the  lighthouse  shine  on  me.” 

This  is  a  famous  Negro  spiritual.  (Think  of  the 
irony  of  the  situation.)  In  five  minutes  1,500  men, 
women,  and  children  were  around  him,  and  we  wish. you 
might  have  heard  them  sing. 

There  was  a  brief  exhortation  to  faith  in  God,  which 
was  met  with  a  thousand  amens.  It  began  to  rain  again, 
but  what  difference  did  that  make? — “they  were  hear¬ 
ing  from  heaven.”  When  the  preacher  finished,  they 
worked  their  way  through  the  mud  to  their  tents,  hum¬ 
ming  the  strains  of  “Shine  On  Me.” 


Clark  University  Closes  Successful 

Year’s  Work 


If 


ON  WEDNESDAY,  May  25,  1927,  Clark  Uni¬ 
versity  closed  one  of  the  most  successful  year’s 
work  in  the  history  of  the  school.  Dr.  W.  E. 
Hammaker,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  delivering  the  com¬ 
mencement  address.  The  masterly  dissertation  by  Dr. 
Hammaker  on  the  question,  “What  Is  Life?”  held  the 
attention  of  the  audience  for  one  hour  and  fifteen  min¬ 
utes.  Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson,  of  the  Atlanta  Area, 
who  delivered  the  baccalaureate  sermon  on  Sunday,  May 
22,  in  his  practical  and  profound  manner  brought  an 
informing  and  inspiring  message  based  on  the  words  of 
Jeremiah,  “Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Let  not  the  wise  man 
glory  in  his  wisdom,  neither  let  the  mighty  man  glory 
in  his  might ;  let  not  the  rich  man  glory  in  his  riches.  But 
let  him  that  glorielh  glory  in  this,  that  he  understandeth 
and  knoweth  me.”  Dr.  D.  H.  Stanton,  superintendent 
of  the  Griffin  District,  delivered  the  address  to  the  grad¬ 
uating  class  of  the  Clark  University  High  School,  in 
which  he  called  the  attention  of  the  young  people  to  their 
opportunities  at  the  “New  Clark.” 

Leading  up  to  these  commencement  exercises,  Clark 
University  has  had  a  year  which  is  recognized  as  an  ex¬ 
ceptional  one.  In  athletics  glory  has  come  to  the  uni¬ 
versity  in  that  its  football  team  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
'trongest  in  the  Southeastern  Conference,  and  in  that 
its  basket-ball  team  won  the  Southep,stern  championship 
and  defeated  seven  basket-ball  teams  out  of  the  eight 
which  it  met  on  a  tour  through  the  North,  extending  as 
far  as  Evanston,  Ill.  From  the  academic  side  the  vic- 
toriesv  of  the  university  have  been  no  less  marked  than 


in  athletics.  The  Alpha  Phi  Alpha  Fraternity  offers  a 
prize  of  $26  to  the  high-school  student  in  the  State  of 
Georgia  who  writes  the  best  essay  on  the  subject,  “Why 
I  Am  Going  to  College.”  Miss  Alice  Raines,  of  the 
four  year  high-school  class  of  Clark  University,  won  this 
prize  over  all  the  other  participants  of  the  various  pub¬ 
lic  and  college  high  schools  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 
In  the  Stewart  Missionary  Foundation  Contest,  Miss 
Lucretia  Wright,  of  the  freshman  class,  won  first  prize 
over  all  the  other  participants. 

The  academic  trend  of  the  university  throughout  the 
year  has  been  marked  with  progress.  No  better  evidence 
of  the  truth  of  this  statement  can  be  given  than  the  fact 
that  the  large  number  of  representatives  of  standardiz¬ 
ing  agencies  and  educational  experts  who  have  visited 
this  institution  daring  the  year  have  been  very  favorably 
impressed  with  its  work,  and  as  a  result  Clark  Univer¬ 
sity  has  received  such  recognition  as  to  gain  admission 
into  the  Association  of  Colleges  for  Negro  Youth,  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  National  Association  of  Collegiate  Deans 
and  Registrars  in  Negro  Schools,  and  “A”,  rating  in  all 
of  the  departments  of  the  university  by  the  State  Board 
of  Education  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

With  the  new  athletic  field  which  has  just  been  com¬ 
pleted,  the  large  number  of  applications  for  admission 
which  are  coming  in  every  day,  and  the  program  which 
is  being  formulated  for  the  enlargement  of  the  lives  of 
these  young  people  who  seek  educational  opportunities 
at  this  institution,  we  look  to  the  future  with  new  hope 
and  great  anticipation  for  a  greater  Clark  University. 


Rust  College 

Sixty- First  Annual  Commencement  Exercises 


The  fourth-year  preparatory  Class  Day  exercises 
Friday  afternoon,  at  3  o’clock,  marked  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  commenoement  week.  Friends  and  pa¬ 
trons  began  to  arrive  to  witness  and  take  part  in  the 
coming  events.  Saturday  was  field  day.  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning  at  8  o’clock  Dr.  George  W.  Lee,  Memphis,  Tenn., 
fiddressed  the  literary  societies  in  a  matchless  fashion, 
ounday  at  11  A.  M.,  Dr.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  of  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary,  arose  to  the  occasion  in  that 
fine  way  characteristic  of  himself.  He  was  never  better. 


At  8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Talbert,  district  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Starksville  District,  preached,  to  the  delight 
of  all,  the  annual  sermon.  Monday,  May  30,  at  3  P.  M., 
the  senior  college  Class  Day  exercises  took  place.  At 
8  P.  M.  the  annual  presentation  of  the  musical  depart¬ 
ment.  'Tuesday*,  May  31,  at  10  A.  M.,  meeting  of  the 
board  of  trustees.  We  have  never  had  a  better  meeting. 
At  3  P.  M.  th*e  educational  rally;  nearly  $1,500  was 
raised.  At  7.30  P.  M.  the  alumni  and  friends  were  ad¬ 
dressed  by  Attorney  Henry  Avant,  grand  chancellor 
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K.  of  P.,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.  His  address  was  enjoyed  Misses  Gossin  and  Anderson  and  Messrs.  Howard,  Shiv- 
immensely  by  all  present.  Wednesday  morning  at  10.30  ers,  Williams,  and  Gaiters. 

the  processional,  led  by  the  president  and  the  speaker  Dr.  Hammaker  was  in  fine  form  and  spirit.  For  one  ||| 

of  the  occasion.  Dr.  W.  E.  Hammaker,  of  Youngstown,  hour  and  forty  five  minutes  he  held  his  hearers  spell-  ^ 
Ohio,  marched  to  the  platform.  The  following  program  bound.  He  spoke  from  the  subject,  What  Is  Life?  He 
was  rendered :  said,  “Life  is  the  stuff  on  which  we  try  our  souls.”  Twelve 

Negro  national  anthem  (Johnson),  audience;  invoca-  young  men  and  women  received  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  de- 
tion;  “Star  of  the  Night,”  Girls’  Glee  Club;  violin  solo,  gree.  Thirty-two  graduated  from  the  high  school;  eight 
“Fantasia  n  Trovatore”(G. Verdi),  Victor  Williams ;Wil-  from  the  Home  Economics  Department;  three  from  the 
liam  Tell  (Rossini),  orchestra;  address,  “What  Is  Life?”  Commercial  Department;  two  received  certificates  from 
the  Rev.  W.  E.  Hammaker,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Youngstown,  the  Musical  Department.  At  the  close  of  the  exercises 
Ohio;  saxophone  selection,  Valse,  T.  Brown;  awarding  many  i*ushed  forward  to  express  to  Dr.  Hammakei  their 
of  prizes;  soprano  solo,  “11  Bacio”  (L.  Arditi),  Ruby  appreciation  for  his  masterful  address.  It  was  a  great 
Elzy;  presentation  of  diplomas  and  certificates,  confer-  occasion.  Thus  closed  the  sixty-first  annual  commence 
ring  of  degrees;  “What  from  Vengeance?”  (Donizetti),  ment  exercises  of  Rust  College.  P.  G.  McIntosh. 

Bennett  College  for  Women 

Inaugurates  David  D.  Jones  President 
By  Miss  Theophile  J.  Chambers 

The  inauguration  of  David  D.  Jones  as  president  pare  young  women  for  social  service  and  community  work. 

of  Bennett  College  for  Women  partook  of  the  Impressively  the  bishop  presented  on  behalf  of  the  board  • 
nature  of  a  homecoming  celebration.  Never  in  the  of  trustees  the  keys  to  President  David  D.  Jones,  who,  in 
history  of  Greensboro  or  the  State  of  North  Carolina  accepting  the  trust,  said:  “I  accept  the  office  of  presi- 
has  such  a  scene  been  witnessed.  Greensboro,  without  dency,  knowing  fully  the  honor  that  you  give  me.  I  know 
regard  to  color,  turned  out  in  mass.  In  the  audience  were  full  well,  too,  the  responsibility  that  comes  thereby.  In 
the  leaders  of  Greensboro  thought  and  life.  Charles  H.  humility,  and  yet  in  the  strength  which  comes  from  God, 
Ireland,  retired  capitalist ;  Dr.  C.  H.  Rowland,  president  I  enter  upon  this  new  work.”  This  acceptance  formed 
of  the  Ministerial  Alliance ;  Prof.  Charles  H.  Moore,  for  a  touching  scene,  the  new  president  being  a  product  of 
yeai*8  one  of  the  leaders  in  North  Carolina,  joined  with  Bennett  College  and  Wesleyan  University,  and  his  mother 
other  friends  in  welcoming  back  to  Greensboro  a  home-  having  been  the  first  Negro  teacher  in  Guilford  County, 
town  boy.  It  was  colorful  as  well  as  inspiring,  for  a  Following  is  a  list  of  the  official  representatives  of  the 
niunber  of  the  great  colleges  of  America  had  designated  various  colleges  of  America:  President  F.  D.  Bluford, 
their  representatives,  who  appeared  in  academic  costumes.  A.B.,  D.Pd.,  A.  and  T.  College;  Miss  Altona  M.  Trent, 

In  the  procession  and  on  the  program  were  such  notable  A.B.,  Atlanta  University ;  Mr.  S.  M.  Broderick,  A.M., 
men  and  women  as  Dr.  Will  W.  Alexander,  director  of  Columbia  University;  Prof.  Robert  N.  Brooks,  D.D., 
Commission  on  Interracial  Co-operation ;  Dr.  M.  J .  Gammon  Theological  Seminary ;  Mrs.  R.  E.  Jones,  A.B., 
Holmes,  of  Chicago;  Dr.  W.  C.  Jackson,  vice-president  Geneva  College;  President  Raymond  Binford,  Guilford 
of  North  Carolina  College  for  Women;  Bishop  Wilbur  College;  Mr.  F.  W.  Turner,  Ph.,  Ed.M. ;  Mr.  W.  T. 

P.  Thirkield,  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn. ;  Dean  Lucy  D.  Gibbs,  M.A.,  Harvard  University;  Dean  Lucy  Slowe, 
Slowe,  of  Howard  University;  Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones,  A.B.,  A.M.;  Dean  Yokum,  Iowa  State  College;  Mr.  Rob^ 
of  New  Orleans,  La. ;  Mrs.  W.  H.  C.  Goode,  of  Sidney,  ert  A.  Thornton,  B.S.,  M.Sc.,  Kittrell  College ;  Mr.  Frank 
Ohio ;  Dr.  A.  W.  Plyler,  a  special  representative  of  Duke  Smith,  Mount  Holyoke  College ;  Miss  Margaret  Shep- 
University;  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Dalton,  representative  of  hard,  A.B.,  Northwestern  University;  Bishop  Wilbur  P. 
Vassar  College  and  Women’s  Colleges  of  America;  and  Thirkield,  Ohio  Wesleyan  University;  Mrs.  C.  Hawkins 
Mr.  H.  C.  Newbold,  director  of  Division  of  Negro  Edu-  Brown,  A.M.,  Palmer  Memorial  Institute ;  Mr.  J .  K.  Hil- 
cation  of  North  Carolina.  yard,  D.Sc.,  Peabody  Academy;  President  Joseph  L. 

Bishop  Wilbur  P.  Thirkield  presided.  Bishop  Peacock,  A.M.,  D.D.,  Shaw  University ;  Mr.  E.  R.  Gar- 
Thirkield  has  been  intimately  associated  with  the  work  rett,  A.B.,  Taugaloo  College;  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Dalton, 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  South  for  forty-  B.S.,  Vassar  College;  Mrs.  Susie  Williams  Jones,  A.B., 
three  years,  being  the  first  president  of  Gammon  The-  University  of  Cincinnati ;  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  D.D., 
ological  Seminary,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  later  president  of  LL.D.,  Wesleyan  University ;  Miss  Mary  M.  Petty,  B.A., 
of  Howard  Llniversity.  The  bishop  in  his  impressive  Wellesley  College;  Mr.  D.  K.  Cherry,  B.Sc.,  Wilberforce 
charge  to  the  new  president  held  up  the  high  ideals  of  University. 

education  and  suggested  that  it  was  the  plan  of  the  two  The  day  following,  the  Greensboro  Daily  News  gave 
co-operating  boards,  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  three  columns  to  the  inauguration.  In  its  editorial 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  The  Woman’s  Home  column  the  News  said:  “David  Dallas  Jones’  life  already 
Missionary  Society  of  the  same  church,  to  make  this  an  partakes  of  many  of  the  characteristics  of  an  epic.  The 
outstanding  institution  for  the  training  of  Negro  woman-  story  in  yesterday’s  Daily  News  of  his  early  days  in 
hood.  The  plans  involved  more  buildings,  a  faculty  to  native  community  will  serve  to  bring  back  to  many 
meet  the  requirement  of  an  “A”  grade  institution,  and  sons  the  picture  of  a  youth  who  was  always  fighting  his 
a  curriculum  varied  sufficiently  to  meet  the  needs,  not  only  way  forward  to  new  opportunity  through  education,  but 
in  liberal  arts,  but  fine  arts,  home-making,  and  to  pre-  who  was  at  the  same  time  enough  of  a  boy  to  want  his 
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share  of  the  fun.  How  he  managed,  like  others  of  his 
race,  to  obtain  the  opportunities  he  sought,  would  be  a 
real  story  in  itself.  It  could  not  have  been  easy,  and  to 
a  great  many  persons  it  would  have  been  impossible. 
Small  wonder  that  those  who  knew  him  then  find  immense 
satisfaction  in  the  circumstances  which  brought  him  in 
time  back  to  his  home  to  become  president  of  a  college 
for  the  women  of  his  own  race.  It  carries  a  suggestion 
of  the  fitness  of  things  that  the  people  of  the  community 
which  gave  him  birth  should  welcome  him  now  to  a  po¬ 
sition  of  leadership  in  their  educational  work. 

“Let  no  one  doubt  that  it  is  a  position  of  leadership. 
The  increased  regard  which  the  State  is  coming  to  have 
for  education,  the  strides  which  the  Negro  race  itself  has 
made,  the  infinite  complexities  of  the  continuous  adjust¬ 
ments  between  the  races  and  the  wide  field  of  opportunity 
which  a  Negro  college  faces,  combine  to  demand  the  best 
of  a  man.  Bennett  College  has  already  established  itself 
as  capable  of  contributing  largely  to  Negro  education. 
The  community  will  hope  that  the  inauguration  of  David 
Dallas  Jones  as  president  will  mean  an  increased  useful¬ 
ness  for  the  institution  and  those  whom  primariU'  it 
serves.” 

fir  Samuel  Huston  College  Holds 
Auspicious  Commencement 

Thomas  Riissell  Davis,  A.M.,  Inaugurated  as  President 

The  Samuel  Huston  College  commencement  exer¬ 
cises,  held  May  29  to  June  1,  proved  to  be  one  of 
the  best  commencements  in  the  history  of  the  in¬ 
stitution.  Alumni  and  friends  came  from  far  and  near, 
excellent  addresses  were  given,  academic  atmosphere 
nicely  prevailed,  and  that  the  college  has  had  quite  a 
successful  year  of  work,  was  very  much  in  evidence. 

In  the  baccalaureate  sermon  the  Rev.  J.  Leonard 
Farmer,  A.B.,  S.T.B.,  Ph.D.,  Boston  University,  and 
member  of  the  faculty  of  the  school,  delivered  a  scholarly 
sermon  and  inspired  the  audience  and  graduating  class  to¬ 
ward  ever  keeping  God  in  their  lives  and  work.  The  com¬ 
mencement  address  by  the  Rev.  W.  F.  Bryan,  D.D.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  large  and  prominent  First  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  of  Austin,  gave  impressive  admonition  for 
'steadiness  and  sobriety  in  the  midst  of  the  vicissitudes 
of  the  day.  More  than  twenty  young  men  and  women  were 
awarded  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree. 

The  alumni  and  ex-student  meeting  and  program  drew 
loyal  and  successful  Sam  Hustonites  from  Detroit,  St. 
Louis,  Kansas  City,  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  the  principal  cities 
and  towns  of  Texas.  Dr.  I.  F.  Simmons,  district  man¬ 
ager  Universal  Life  Insurance  Co.,  Dallas,  a  prominent 
and  successful  alumnus,  delivered  the  alumni  and  ex-stu- 
dent  address.  Enthusiasm  and  interest  were  exhibited, 
which  presaged  certain  and  rapid  progress  for  the  school. 

The  inauguration  of  Thomas  Russell  Davis,  A.B., 
Howard  University,  and  A.M.,  the  University  of  Chicago, 
took  place  May  31.  The  academic  processional  of  trus¬ 
tees,  visiting  educators,  and  members  of  the  faculty,  pre¬ 
sented  an  impressive  array  of  cap,  gown,  and  hood,  re¬ 
flecting  colors  representative  of  achievement  and  distinc¬ 
tion  in  scholarship.  The  Rev.  O.  E.  Olander,  D.D.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Texas  Wesleyan  College,  represented  the  Board 
of  Education  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Roy  Bedicheck,  chief  of  the  Inter-scholastic  League 
Bureau  of  the  University  of  Texas,  brought  greetings 
on  behalf  of  the  president  and  the  university,  and  other 
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representatives  of  the  colleges  of  the  city  spoke.  Many 
messages  from  colleges  and  universities  of  the  country  were 
read.  President  Davis  spoke  on  the  place  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  College  in  the  nation  to-day. 

A  Merited  Honor 

By  the  Rev.  J.  U.  King,  D.D. 

O  MORE  worthy  an  educator  can  be  found  in  our 
entire  educational  system  than  J.  Arthur  Turner, 
recently  appointed  principal  of  Miner  Normal 
School,  Washington,  D.  C.  Mr.  Turner  as  a  boy  began 
his  elementary  training  in  the  public  schools  of  Atlanta, 
Ga.  His  high-school  work  was  done  at  Clark  University, 
where  he  also  completed  his  college  course  in  1906  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  In  recognition  of  dis¬ 
tinguished  service  as  teacher,  his  alma  mater  in  1909 
conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of 
Science.  Although  he  was  continuously  engaged  in  the 
work  of  teaching  after  his  graduation,  he  kept  up  syste¬ 
matic  study  for  an  advanced  degree  from  one  of  the 
larger  universities  until,  after  completing  the  required 
graduate  courses,  together  with  the  presentation  of  a 
thesis,  Cornell  University,  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  in  1926  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  Master  of  Arts  degree.  A  part  of 
his  graduate  work  was  done  at  the  University  of  Chicago. 

Prof.  Turner  spent  several  years  at  Clark  Univer¬ 
sity  as  professor  of  biology  and  head  of  the  department 
of  science.  In  1913  he  and  his  accomplished  wife  moved 
to  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  was  immediately  appointed 
to  a  position  as  teacher  in  the  Douglas  High  school, 
where  for  nine  years  he  taught  biology  and  chemistry. 

When  an  important  vacancy  was  caused  by  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  another  teacher,  Mr.  Turner,  after  a  com¬ 
petitive  examination,  was  appointed  a  teacher  in  the 
Miner  Normal  School,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  For  four 
years  he  was  teacher  of  biology,  methods  in  nature  study, 
with  supervision  in  practice  teaching. 

The  fact  that  Mr.  Turner,  amid  the  great  wealth 
of  teaching  ability  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  was  promoted 
to  the  principalship  of  the  highest  institution  for  pub¬ 
lic  education  in  the  city  after  only  four  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  system,  accentuates  his  superior  qualifi¬ 
cation  and  efficiency. 

Prof.  Turner  is  a  loyal  Methodist  and  a  consistent 
Christian.  During  the  pastorate  of  the  writer  at  As- 
bury  Church,  Washington,  D.  C.,  upon  whose  member¬ 
ship  roll  Prof.  Turner’s  name  is  recorded,  it  was  my 
privilege  to  observe  his  life  at  close  range  and  to  know 
him  intimately,  and  in  my  opinion  no  finer  example  of 
the  modem  ideal  teacher  can  be  found  than  he.  He 
combines  scholarship  with  efficiency  on  the  one  hand,  while 
on  the  other  his  administration  as  principal  is  fraught 
with  patience,  devotion,  and  sacrifice.  His  ability  to 
preside  over  the  forty  college  and  university-trained  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  faculty  is  attested  by  the  esteem  and  respect 
in  which  he  is  held. 

In  addition  to  the  many  and  exacting  duties  of  this 
important  position.  Prof.  Turner  finds  time  to  teach  a 
Sunday-school  class  in  his  church,  and  has  recently  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Boy  Scouts. 

If 'that  Methodist  home  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  had  done 
nothing  more  than  produce  J.  Arthur  Turner,  those 
parents  to  whom  we  have  heard  him  affectionately  refer 
may  be  justly  proud  of  the  privilege  of  making  this  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  world. 
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Sunday  I^h o o  1  Lesson 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
SAUL  CHOSEN  KING 


THIRD  QUARTER. 

Beriptwt  Let$on — 1  Sam.  9-11. 

We  take  up  where  we  left  off  last  Decem¬ 
ber.  But  where  was  that?  the  average  reader 
wondeiu.  Well,  It  was  with  the  life  of  Sam¬ 
uel.  We  broke  into  our  Old  Testament 
studies  to  «t  in  six  months  in  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament.  We  now  have  six  months  more  in 
the  Old  Testament. 

A  Rttroipeet.  We  left  off  with  Samuel  by 
showing  him  a  reactionary  of  a  very  high 
order.  He  led  the  people  back  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  government  as  organised  by  Moses, 
and  followed  by  Joshua,  but  unwisely  given 
up  during  the  period  of  the  Judges.  This 
was  a  centraliud  government  over  all  of 
the  tribes.  But  the  central  authority  was 
chiefly  persuasive.  And  it  was  not  the  per¬ 
suasion  of  authority,  but  only  the  authority 
of  moral  and  spiritual  persuasion.  The  cen¬ 
tral  ruler  might  persuade  the  people  to  do 
his  will;  but  he  had  no  sure  means  of  com¬ 
pelling  them  perforce  to  do  it.  Their  obe¬ 
dience  was  purely  voluntary.  And  he  was 
both  the  religious  and  civil  head.  But  it  goes 
without  saying  that  a  government  like  this 
cannot  for  long  exist  successfully  unless  it 
is  on  good  terms  with  all  the  world.  And 
while  it  does  exist,  it  must  be  based  upon 
a  powerful  religious  sentiment.  Such'  a  gov¬ 
ernment  is  established  in  the  Protestant 
church  because  the  church  is  constantly  stim¬ 
ulating  religious  sentiment;  and  sometimes 
to  assure  its  success  in  some  great  undertak¬ 
ing  it  must  make  special  efforts  to  arouse  a 
powerful  religious  sentiment.  And  we  also 
said  in  closing  that  the  people  outsamueled 
Samuel:  they  would  go  back,  not  to  the  po¬ 
litical  organisation  as  left  by  Moses,  but  to 
that  of  all  other  strong  states.  They  would 
make  the  central  authority  more  authorita¬ 
tive  at  home  and  more  respectable  abroad  by 
establishing  a  monarchy  of  the  absolute  t3rpe 
(8.  6). 

The  Wisdom  of  the.  Beople’s  Decision. 
Though  Samuel  to  the  contrary,  it  is  our 
judgment  that  this  was  a  very  wise  decision 
on  the  part  of  the  people.  It  was  a  move  to 
separate  the  functions  of  the  church  from 
those  of  the  state.  Historically  the  church 
arose  before  the  state;  and  the  state  arose 
because  there  were  certain  functions  of  gov¬ 
ernment  which  the  church  could  not  very 
successfully  perform.  The  separation  was 
sure  to  come  sooner  or  later  if  any  strong 
national  government  was  to  be  established 
ever.  Probably  some  will  think  that  it  would 
have  shown  greater  wisdom  had  they  asked 
for  a  republic  rather  than  a  monarchy.  But 
this  was  no  time  for  a  successful  democracy; 
democracy  can  be  successful  only  among  a 
quite  civilised  people.  And  religion  itself  has 
had  to  be  somewhat  monarchial  until  a  fairly 
high  stage  of  civilisation  was  reached.  It  is 
no  more  an  accident  that  the  age  of  mon¬ 
archy  preceded  that  of  democracy  all  over  the 
world  than  it  is  that  a  lower  stage  of  civili¬ 
sation  has  everywhere  preceded  that  of  a 
higher  state. 

It  is  quite  natural  that  Samuel  should  have 
felt  deeply  aggrieved  at  the  people’s  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  his  rule.  (His  son’s  wickedness 
was  but  a  good  excuse  for  their  asking  a 
monarchy — they  could  have  complained  of 
Samuel’s  sons  as  their  fathers  had  done  con¬ 
cerning  Ell’s  sons,  and  leave  it  to  God  to 
displace  them  with  a  new  ruler  as  He  had 
done  to  Hophni  and  Phinehas.)  But  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  was  unwise  in  opposing  the  mon¬ 
archy,  though  his  motives  were  the  highest. 
He  was  deeply  interested  in  their  personal 
freedom  (8.  11-18);  while  they  were  more 
deeply  interested  in  their  national  freedom 
and  stren^.  They  did  not  think  that  per¬ 
sonal  freedom  would  amount  to  much  if  they 
were  not  nationally  free  and  strong  so  as 
to  hold  their  own  against  other  strong  na¬ 
tions;  while  he  did  not  think  that  national 
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strength  was  worth  the  price  of  personal  free¬ 
dom;  and  he  believed  that  God  would  take 
care  of  their  national  life.  But  they  pre¬ 
ferred  to  trust  personal  freedom  to  God  and 
take  some  steps  themselves  to  strengthen 
their  national  existence,  which  had  already 
sufficiently  long  enough  been  unsuccessfully 
entrusted  to  God — they  thought.  Even  Sam¬ 
uel,  the  man  of  God,  had  not  succeeded  in 
making  them  a  respectable  and  feared  nation 
in  the  eyes  of  the  other  nations. 

The  reader  will  recall  that  a  similar  situa¬ 
tion  arose  in  this  country  immediately  fol¬ 
lowing  the  revolution.  There  were  those  who 
considered  a  strong  central  government  es¬ 
sential  for  the  maintenance  of  the  national 
freedom  just  won  and  for  future  national 
welfare;  while  others,  like  Samuel,  feared 
that  national  strength  might  be  maintained 
at  the  expense  of  local  freedom,  and  that  a 
strong  central  government  might  prove  a 
long  step  in  the  direction  of  a  monarchy. 
■Which  side  do  we  now  think  was  the  wiser? 
It  is  a  splendid  thing  to  jealously  protect 
personal  liberty.  But  national  strength  and 
greatness  is  by  no  means  an  insignificant 
thing.  And  even  in  a  democracy  like  ours, 
in  which  individualism  has  developed  well- 
nigh  to  the  extreme,  times  come  when  e"ery 
worthy  citizen  must  voluntarily  forego,  tem¬ 
porarily,  at  least,  some  of  his  personal  free¬ 
dom  for  the  sake  of  maintaining  the  larger 
national  freedom.  There  are  some  who  say 
to-day  that  they  will  never  fight  in  another 
war.  That  must  mean  that  they  would  resist 
a  draft,  if  such  should  be  decided  upon,  which 
would  conflict  with  their  personal  liberty ! 
That  sounds  much  like  so  much  buncombe. 
But  they  are  somewhat  of  the  spirit  of  Sam¬ 
uel,  who  warned  against  a  draft  of  money 
and  men  and  possessions  (8.  11-17).  If  we 
were  not  wrong  in  establishing  a  strong 
central  government,  Samuel  was  not  right  in 
opposing  the  people’s  request  for  a  king. 

Samuel’s  Magnanimity.  Because  of  the 
force  of  tradition,  as  well  as  for  personal 
reasons,  it  must  have  been  very  hard  for 
Samuel  to  acquiesce  in  the  people’s  request. 
And  it  is  easy  for  us  to  understand  why  he 
should  have  regarded  the  rejection  of  his  rule 
as  the  rejection  of  the  rule  of  God  (10.  19). 
Without  a  doubt  his  resignation  was  accom¬ 
plished  only  through  much  praying  (8.  6). 
But  here  is  wherein  he  towers  head  and 
shoulders  above  the  average  man  in  his  ca¬ 
pacity;  according  to  his  sincere  judgment, 
he  selected  the  best-equipped  man  for  the 
kingship — one  who  he  thought  had  the  best 
chance  of  succeeding.  But  few  men  would 
have  ^one  that  under  the  circumstances. 
Most  men  who  even  voluntarily  relinquish 
office  are  none  too  anxious  that  the  success 
of  their  successor  should  be  too  overwhelm¬ 
ing.  And  Samuel  tried  to  assure  Saul’s  suc¬ 
cess  by  freely  giving  him  the  benefit  of  his 
more  mature  experience  and  judgment,  and 
by  somehow  securing  for  him  a  spiritual  bap¬ 
tism  (10.  9-13).  If  Saul  failed,  it  was  no  joy, 
but  deep  sorrow  to  Samuel’s  great  heart. 
But  whether  Saul  in  fact  failed  or  not,  we 
shall  see  in  a  later  lesson. 

8AM  HUSTON  COLLEGE. 

Missionary  Interpretation 

Lesson  foe  Sundat,  July  3,  1927 

"He  hath  hid  himself  among  the  stuff” 
(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

Israel  was  eager  for  a  king.  When  they 
could  not  be  longer  put  off,  Samuel  the 
prophet,  judge,  and  God’s  voice  to  Israel, 
called  the  people  together  that  choice  of  a 
king  and  leader  might  be  made.  First  choice 
must  be  made  of  a  tribe,  for  great  leaders 
must  have  proper  heritage  in  tribal  and  na¬ 
tional  life.  He  must  come  from  a  selected 
tribe.  Then  there  must  be  a  select  family. 


so  that  the  family  suited  to  bring  forth  a 
leader  was  chosen.  Then  a  great  leader  must 
be  well  born,  and  the  paternity,  according  to 
Oriental  custom,  was  selected,  and  “Saul,  the  i 
son  of  Kish,  was  chosen.”  ' 

Saul  was  sought  for,  and,  when  found,  was 
all  that  Israel  could  have  asked  for.  The 
trihe  of  Benjamin,  the  favored  son  of  Jacob, 
had  left  its  mark  on  this  favored  child  of 
the  tribe,  for  he  was  tall  and  handsome — 
every  inch  a  king.  The  family  had  given 
him  the  place  of  honor,  for  he  was  easily 
distinguished  from  among  his  brothers. 
Then  he  was  the  pride  of  his  parents.  His 
father  was  a  mighty  man  of  valor,  and  he 
was  taller  and  stronger  than  his  father. 

But  when  they  sent  to  bring  Saul,  he  had 
hid  himself  among  the  stuff.  It  was  with 
difficulty  they  found  him.  They  had  to  go 
and  bring  him  out.  Many  whom  God  hath 
called  to  greatness  in  His  kingdom  work 
in  the  world  have  hid  themselves  among  the 
stuff  of  this  world  so  that  they  could  not 
be  found.  One  of  the  saddest  of  earth’s 
tragedies  is  to  find  a  person  advanced  in 
years  who,  in  their  youth,  was  called  to  Chris¬ 
tian  service  and  then  proceeded  to  hide  him¬ 
self  or  herself  in  the  midst  of  the  stuff  of 
this  world  so  that  God  or  His  church  could 
not  use  him  or  her. 

Some  of  the  most  effective  missionaries  are 
those  who  have  made  largest  sacrifices  of 
personal  and  selfish  gain  in  this  world.  Such 
was  the  devotion  of  Samuel  Zwemer,  mis¬ 
sionary  to  the  Mohammedans,  who  went  at 
his  own  cost;  or  Sherwood  Eddy,  whose  min¬ 
istry  to  many  nations  has  been  largely  at 
his  own  expense.  Every  missionary  now 
must  be  a  college  graduate  and  competent 
for  large  earnings  in  the  homeland  before 
he  will  he  accepted  at  all  on  the  foreign  field. 
We  are  afraid  many  to-day  may  be  hiding 
among  the  stuff. 

OAMMON  SEMINARY. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good  peo¬ 
ple  of  Addie’s  Chapel  for  the  generous  gift 
of  one  hundred  pounds  of  choice  groceries. 
The  surprise  was  led  by  the  officers,  singing, 
“When  the  Saints  Go  Marching  In.”  These 
were  saints  indeed. — Rev.  J.  W.  Shuford, 
Pastor,  Marion,  N.  C. 

The  pastor  takes  this  method  to  thank 
the  members  and  friends  for  the  pound  party 
given  to  his  family  to  assist  them  in  a  time 
of  need.  Words  cannot  express  our  appre¬ 
ciation.  I  pray  God’s  blessings  upon  these 
good  people,  and  take  this  method  to  invite 
you  to  come  again.  The  party  was  led  by 
Mrs.  Hattie  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Caroline  Wil¬ 
son,  and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Grunt.  A  cash  purse 
of  $3  was  also  given. — W.  M.  Clark,  Pastor, 
Basin,  Miss.  ^ 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good 
sisters  of  the  Mt.  Carmel  Church,  Mansfield, 
La.,  for  a  hat  and  a  pair  of  ^hoes.  The 
movement  was  led  by  Sister  E.  'V.  Houghton 
and  S.  J.  Jackson.  I  desire  also  to  thank 
the  good  sisters  of  Thomas  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  a  .$25  suit  of  clothes 
given  me  for  Easter  by  the  Ladies’  Aid  and 
the  Steward  Sisters,  Sisters  E.  Bristo  and 
E.  Johnson,  presidents.  May  God’s  richest 
biessing  remain  with  these  good  people. — 
The  Rev.  J.  L.  Kirvin,  Pastor,  Mansfield,  La. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
of  John  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Grantville,  Georgia,  for  the  many  nice  pres¬ 
ents  given  us  at  a  recent  date,  among  whom 
were  Mesdames  Leigh,  Connally  Moreland, 
Praether,  Carter,  Horton,  Brooks,  Hatten, 
Jennings,  Reese,  Warmack,  Freeman,  Clif¬ 
ton,  Miller,  Johnson,  Woodly,  Gibson,  Forbes, 
Jackson,  Bullard,  Warner,  Hopson,  Reid, 
and  Brothers  E.  Leigh,  O.  E.  Jones,  J.  0. 
Miller,  N.  Brooks,  A.  J.  Reese,  and  others. 
Those  participating  from  Trimble  Church 
were  Sisters  Ragland,  Trash,  Swanson,  Rus¬ 
sell,  Thornton,  and  Brothers  Russell,  Rag>  . 
land.  Trash,  and  Anderson.  Again  we  wishB 
to  thank  you  and  pray  God’s  richest  blessings” 
upon  you. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  B.  F.  Barkley. 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
and  friends  for  the  surprise  party  which  came 
to  the  parsonage  on  February  14.  After  the 
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ofBcial  board  meeting,  when  we  were  about 
to  retire,  we  heard  the  strains  of  music, 
“Showers  of  Blessing  We  Need.”  Those  par¬ 
ticipating  were:  Brother  Bennie  Mathis,  Sis¬ 
ter  E.  Brown,  Brother  I.  B.  Mathis,  Tbos. 
Hillard  and  famUy,  £.  J.  Hillard  and  wife. 
Rev.  L.  C.  Wade,  R.  Carter  and  family,  R. 
Barner,  R.  B.  Wehring,  E.  Jackson,  M.  S. 
Watt,  N.  A.  Pank,  M.  Jones,  K.  Pank,  L. 
Carter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harmon  Roberts,  R. 
Barnes,  S.  Mosley,  County  Judge  Dawkins 


and  family,  L.  Lee  Dotson,  H.  Ward,  O. 
Hill  and  family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Mose¬ 
ley,  H.  Hillard,  T.  C.  Dotson,  F.  Dotson, 
L.  Atkins,  C.  GUes,  and  M.  Kerner.  These 
brought  groceries  amounting  to  eighty-two 
pounds,  including  a  cash  purse  of  $1.25.  The 
leaders  and. stewards  reported  in  the  ofBcial 
board,  $35.38.  The  members  and  friends  of 
Bellville,  Texas,  have  been  very  kind  and  are 
manifesting  great  interest  in  the  church  in 
general. — C.  H.  Moore,  Pastor. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Waynesboro,  Tenn. — We  began  our  rally 
May  29  and  raised  $9.20.  We  had  with  us 
the  Rev.  A.  Springer,  who  preached  for  us. 
The  pastor,  and  the  Rev.  Springer  preached 
at  both  services,  and  our  hearts  were  made 
to  rejoice.  Our  Sunday  school  is  doing 
splenmdly. — The  Rev.  W.  M.  Carter,  Pastor. 

McComb  City,  Mies. — May  8  was  a  high 
day  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  Mothers’  Day  program  was  one  of  great 
enthusiasm,  conducted  by  Mrs.  P.  Francis. 
The  program  made  quite  an  impression  upon 
the  people.  Mrs.  Francis  labored  hard  and 
faithful  to  make  it  a  success. — Emma  Rem- 
|bert.  Reporter. 

Fayette,  Mitt. — On  the  third  Sunday  in 
May,  Pine  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
conducted  a  rally  for  the  pastor;  $39.61  was 
raised.  The  unit  leaders  will  report  later. 
More  time  was  granted  since  they  were  late 
starting  their  campaign.  Pine  Grove  is  mani¬ 
festing  a  fine  working  spirit.  I  pray  that 
God’s  choicest  blessings  will  remain  upon 
them. — I.  R.  Kersh,  Pastor. 

McMinnville,  Tenn. — Clark’s  Chapel;  On 
Sunday,  May  1,  the  pastor  filled  the  pulpit 
at  the  11  o’clock  service  and  preached  an  in¬ 
spiring  sermon  from  Matt.  3.  11.  The  sac¬ 
rament  was  administered  by  the  pastor  to 
a  large  number.  At  3.30  a  large  crowd  wit¬ 
nessed  the  baptism  of  five  candidates. — The 
Rev.  J.  T.  Patilla,  Pastor;  Martha  Martin, 
Reporter. 


was  good.  At  Dennis  Chapel,  $17.75;  Jones 
Chapel,  $74.75.  The  club  leaders  reported  as 
follows:  Bell  Doyle,  $7.75;  Maggie  Hemp¬ 
hill,  $15.75;  J.  H.  McCaskill,  $8.65;  C.  H. 
Jones,  superintendent,  $7.48;  C.  H.  Mont¬ 
gomery,  $15.50;  total  collection,  $94.75. — O. 
W.  Crump,  Pastor. 

Martin,  Tenn. — We  observed  Mothers’  Day 
Sunday,  May  8,  at  McCabe’s  Temple  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Rev.  J.  S. 
Hughlett  preached  an  able  sermon  for  the 
occasion.  At  8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Randolph,  of 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  to  the  clubs. 
Club  No.  1,  representing  the  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety,  led  by  Mrs.  J.  H.  Bondurand,  raised 
$160;  Ladies’  Aid  Club,  No.  2,  Mrs.  Bera 
England,  $165;  total,  $325.  A  splendid  pro- 
graih  was  rendered  at  7.30  Pi  M.,  conducted 
by  Mrs.  M.  M.  Ransom.  Two  members 
joined  the  church,  one  a  local  preacher. — 
Bera  England,  Reporter. 

Waskom,  Texas — The  Easter  program  was 
a  decided  success,  both  spiritually  and  finan¬ 
cially.  Two  souls  were  added  to  the  church; 
$71  was  raised.  Our  full  quota  for  World 
Service  was  also  raised.  We  lead;  others  fol¬ 
low.  Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  was 
held  May  22,  with  Dr.  E.  H.  Holden  in  the 
chair.  Various  departments  of  the  church 
made  full  reports.  The  district  superintend¬ 
ent  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  from  St. 
Mark  13.  33.  Nineteen  partook  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper.  The  district  superintendent  was 
paid  in  full,  as  usual.  Pray  for  our  con¬ 
tinued  success. — The  Rev.  V.  T.  Hickman, 
Pastor;  R.  L.  Hicks,  Reporter. 


Blanchard,  Texas — At  1.30  P.  M.  on  Easter 
Sunday  a  splendid  program  was  rendered  at 
Coraville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by  the 
Sunday  school,  conducted  by  the  superin¬ 
tendent,  Mrs.  Hattie  Palmer  Jackson.  We 
raised  $12.54  for  World  Service  at  this  point. 
The  total  collection  for  the  entire  circuit  was 
$30.  Our  faithful  pastor  seems  to  be  much 
J^oved  by  the  people.  We  hope  to  go  on  to 
l^ierfection.— H.  E.  Palmer  Jackson,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Evergreen,  Ala.— St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis- 
coj)al  Church:  The  good  pastor  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  are  now  comfortably  situated  in  the  par¬ 
sonage,  which  has  been  repaired.  Two  rooms 
were  added,  together  with  a  screened  dining 
hall,  which  adds  much  to  the  attractiveness 
of  the  old  parsonage.  We,  the  faithful  few, 
are  sharing  in  the  joy  that  Comes  to  our  good 
pastor  and  his  family.  Plans  are  being  made 
for  further  repairs,  and  for  the  painting  of 
our  church.  Pray  for  our  success. — C.  S. 
Simpson,  Reporter. 

Indianapolis,  Ind. — The  home  of  Mrs.  E. 
A.  White,  2026  Bouleard  Place,  was  the  scene 
pf  a  beautiful  gathering  when  she  entertained 
in  honor  of  the  ministers’  wives  of  the  Lex- 
^gton  Conference,  from  6.30  P.  M.  to  8.30 
P-  M.,  Saturday,  May  14.  The  house  was 
artistically  decorated  with  cut  flowers  and 
^erns.  Assisting  Mrs.  E.  A.  White  were  Mrs. 

L.  V.  Hill,  the  Misses  Atkins,  Mrs.  Wm. 
“•  Hill,  Mrs.  F.  R.  Arnold,  of  Chicago,  and 
Mrs.  Courtney  Jetton,  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
^orc  than  100  attended. — Reporter. 

r  Winona,  Miss. — Easter  day  on  the  Dar¬ 
lington  circuit,  .Jones  and  Dennis  Cliapel, 
was  a  success.  The  superintendent  spared  no 
pains  in  putting  the  program  over  to  the 
flight  of  all  who  heard  it.  The  collection 


Angleton,  Texas — This  circuit  is  making 
continued  progress  along  all  lines.  We  are 
now  rejoicing  over  a  new  Sunday  school 
which  has  been  organized  at  Anchor  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  There  had  been 
no  Sunday  school  at  this  place,  but  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Warren,  it 
was  organized  and  now  has  an  enrollment  of 
twenty  scholars.  We  have  paid  our  Wiley 
“U”  assessment  and  have  purchased  a  half- 
dozen  song  books.  Our  third  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  at  the  above-named  church. 
May  15.  The  Rev.  J.  S.  Scott  was  with  us 
and  preached  a  great  sermon  at  the  11  o’clock 
service.  Total  raised  for  this  quarter,  $82.75. 
— Reporter. 

Simpsonville,  Md. — The  Epworth  League 
rendered  a  program  on  Mothers’  Day  at  Lo¬ 
cust  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  May  8,  at 
3  P.  M.  The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of 
the  -Atholton  charge  met  at  Hopkins  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  May  5.  The  Rev. 
R.  D.  Jennings  is  pastor,  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Car- 
roll  is  the  district  superintendent.  The  fu¬ 
neral  of  Mrs.  Jennie  Kelly  was  held  from 
Locust  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April 
.30,  at  2  P.  M.  She  was  the  wife  of  the  late 
Benj.  Kelly,  who  died  in  January.  The 
Sunday  school  carried  in  a  good  report  to 
the  Conference.  Mr.  David  T.  Johnson  is 
superintendent.  The  Ladies’  Aid  gave  an  en¬ 
tertainment  at  Locust,  May  14,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Thomas. — Henrietta 
Boardley,  Reporter. 

^  \ 

Willis,  Texas — The  Rev.  B.  F.  Jackson  and 
his  splendid  wife  are  live  wire.s  on  this  cir¬ 
cuit.  They  have  the  church  at  heart  and 
are  lining  the  work  up  in  splendid  shape. 
Under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  O.  Davenport, 
president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  also 
organist,  the  pulpit  has  been  beautifully  fur¬ 


nished  with  a  nice  pulpit  set  and  the  choir 
with  twenty-two  nice  choir  chairs.  Mrs. 
Davenport  is  a  great  worker  add  is  always 
ready  to  answer  the  pastor’s  call.  Tm 
church  is  moving  on  in  every  particular.  The 
Rev.  Jackson,  with  his  body  of  officers  and 
coworkers,  are  endeavoring  to  push  every 
ciaim,  financial  and  spiritual,  and  make  his 
report  second  to  none  on  the  Beaumont '  Dis¬ 
trict  at  the  end  of  this  Conference  year.  May 
God  bless  him  and  his  good  wife  for  a  long 
life  of  usefulness. — D.  Bryant,  Reporter. 

NolensvUle,  Tenn. — We  have  ample  grounds 
for  believing  we  are  stili  progressing.  Sun¬ 
day,  May  15,  was  a  great  day  at  Noiensville. 
We  first  had  our  model  Sunday  school,  in 
which  a  large  number  of  young  people  were 
present  and  took  an  active  part.  Our  11 
o’clock  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Miller,  Sr.,  who  brought  us  in  his  sermon 
undisputable  facts.  The  Rev.  L.  A.  Arm¬ 
strong,  of  Seay’s  Chapel,  Nashville,  stirred 
us  with  a  very  touching  sermon  at  3  P.  M. 
The  day  was  known  as  “Sinners’  Rally  Day.” 
The  sinners  of  the  community  gave  $34.25. 
Their  next  rally  will  be  held  the  third  Sun¬ 
day  in  August.  Bro.  Wm.  Copeland,  of 
Nashville,  gave  us  some  very  encouraging 
words.  We  were  very  glad  to  have  several 
of  our  other  Nashville  friends  with  us.  Bro. 
Wm.  Johnson,  the  oldest  member  of  the 
church,  is  still  on  the  sick  list. — E.  J.  Hick¬ 
man,  Reporter.  ^ 

Shnqualak,  Miss. — Sunday,  May  29,  was  a 
high  day  at  St.  Peter  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  We  held  a  rally  for  the  benefit  of 
the  church  debt.  At  11  o’clock  devotional 
service  was  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  H.  Lockett 
and  Bro.  J.  Patton.  The  pastor  preached  a 
wonderful  sermon  from  1  Cor.  1.  11.  He 
was  assisted  in  the  service  by  the  Rev.  L. 
Shaw,  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 
Our  souls  were  made  to  rejoice.  The  clubs 
reported  as  follows :  No.  1,  Sister  C.  Lock¬ 
ett,  $13.61;  No.  2,  C.  Dew,  $6.91;  No.  3,  E. 
Donley,  $13.90;  No.  4,  Arlee  Parker,  $7.92; 
No.  5,  J.  Parker,  $3.95;  No.  6,  N.  Rice,  $1.25; 
No.  7,  M.  Parker,  $8;  No.  8,  M.  Wilder, 
$2.70;  total  by  clubs,  $56.23;  public  collec¬ 
tion,  $24.22;  grand  total,  $80.45.  We  are 
thankful  for  the  leadership  of  our  pastor, 
and  feel  that  we  will  succeed.  Our  motto 
is,  “Over  the  top  along  all  lines,”  under  the 
leadership  of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  C. 
Hilliard. — S.  Hopson,  Reporter. 

^  Cleveland,  Okla. — On  Mothers’  Day  eve¬ 
ning  the  intermediate-seniors  presented  a 
beautiful  pageant,  “Mothers  as  Torches  of 
Light.”  The  young  girls— Belvedere  Sham- 
bra,  as  “Spirit  of  Motherhood,”  assisted  by 
Alberta  English,  Manila  Davis,  Anne  Austin, 
Betty  L.  Shambra— played  their  parts  well. 
They  served  the  entire  congregation  after  the 
program.  On  the  third  Sunday  evening  in 
May,  our  district  superintendent,  the  Rev. 
J.  H.  Ellis,  with  his  wife,  arrived  in  our 
community.  While  here  he  held  his  regular 
quarter  and  preached  as  usual.  On  Monday 
evening  he  addressed  the  eighth  grade  grad¬ 
uating  class.  Wednesday  evening  he  drove 
over  to  Pawnee,  about  twenty-three  miles  dis¬ 
tant,  and  preached  the  funeral  of  Mother 
Austin,  one  of  our  church  mothers.  The  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Ellis  remained  with  us  until  Fri¬ 
day.  We  enjoyed  their  stay  with  us  very 
much,  and  requested  that  hereafter  he  always 
bring  Mrs.  Ellis  along.  As  usual,  the  su¬ 
perintendent  was  paid  in  full. — Pearl  Mc- 
Fall,  Reporter. 


Fort  Worth,  Texas— St.  Andrew’s  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  under  the  leadership 
of  Dr.  R.  M.  Davis,  goes  forward.  Easter 
Sunday  this  church  rendered  a  full  Easter 
program,  beginning  at  early  dawn.  The 
spirit  ran  high.  Eleven  souls  joined  the 
church;  collection,  $1,652.16.  We  paid  our 
entire  World  Service  quota,  $900.  More  than 
$4,000  has  been  raised  since  Conference  for 
all  causes.  Our  pastor.  Dr.  Davis,  is  in  de¬ 
mand  as  a  speaker  and  preacher.  Recently 
the  women  of  the  Hemphill  Presbyterian 
Church  (white)  invited  him  to  address  them 
at  their  church  on  the  subject,  “What  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Has  Done  for 
the  Negro.”  Excerpts  from  his  wonderful 
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Roster  of  District  Conferences  for  1927  Season 

We  will  eheerfttlly  mske  any  corrections  or  entries  where  necessary.  A  postcard  request  is 
that  is  expected.  District  Superintendents  will  kindly  enter  theirs  as  early  as  possible. 

District  Place 

Topeka . Armourdale,  Kans . 

Bluefleld . Princeton,  Va . 

Pulaski . ChristiansbuTK.  Va . 

Oklahoma . Bole]%  OUa . 

Sumter . Camden.  S.  C . 

Bocky  Mount . Jdanhattan,  Kans . 

IjU  Teche . Napoieonville,  tsi . 

San  Anselo . Br^.  Texas . 

Baton  Rouse... . .Scotlandvilie,  La . 

Knoxville . Mascot.  Tenn . 

Beaufort . St.  Georse.  S.  C . July  18-17 

Wayoroes . .So.  End.  Patterson,  Ga. 

Mavasota . Hempatesd,  Texas . 

Murfressboro . Cookeville,  Tenn . 

Mew  Orleans . Bosalusa,  La. . 

Gulfside.. . . . Escatawpa,  Miss . 

Liake  Charles . Lake  Charles,  La . 

Ghattanoosa . Dayton,  Tenn . 

Wilminston . Lumberton,  M,  C . 

fiennettsville . Hamer,  S.  C . 

Jacksonville . Jacksonville,  Fla . July  20-24 

Gulf . Bradenton,  Fla . 

Western . Lenoir,  N.  C . 

Spartanburs . Cowpens,  S.  C . 

VIeksburs . Bolton,  Miss . 

Brookhaven . Haxlehurst,  Miss . . . duly  27-81 

ICoBtsomery . Booth,  Ala. .  *  ' 

Houston . Houston,  Texas . 

Atlantic . Cocoa,  Fla . 

Alexandria . Boonville,  La. . 

Winston . Elkin,  N.  C . 

■Ora&seburs . . . •••■• . 

'Greenville . Seneca,  S.  C . 

Bhreveport . .Shreveport.  La . 

Waynesboro . Sylvania,  Ga. . 

•Gbarleston . Covinston,  Va . 

Be.  Baltimore . Churehton,  Md . Aus. 

Pittsbursh....! . Fairmount,  W.  Va. . Aus. 

Colmnbus . .  . . Sprinsfleld,  Ohio . Aus. 

Waco . Groesbeck,  Tex . 

Hatticsburs . State  Line,  Miss . 

Hannibal .  . Moberly,  Mo . 

LaGranse . Xebulon,  Ga . . 

Savannah. . Woodbine,  Ga . 

Palestine . Mexia.  TexM . 

Forrest  City . Hushes.  Ark. . 

Lexin^n . Lexinston,  Ky . 

Charleston . Summerville,  S.  C . 

Marshall . Dainscrfleld,  Tex . 

Birminsbam . *  Birminsham,  Ala . 

Jackson . Benton,  Miaa . 

’Tupelo . Smithville,  Miss . 

Darent  . Louisville.  Miss . 

Memphis . Alamo,  Tenn . 

Kansas  City . Kansas  City,  Mo . 

Opelika . L?neville,  Ala . 

Huntsville . Colony.  Ala. . 

Alexandria . labors.  Va . 

Chieaso . Gary,  Ind... . 

Tuscaloosa . Newbern,  Ala . 

Beaumont . Beaumont,  Texas .  -  „  „ 

Monroe  .  . . Monroe,  La . Aus.  17-21 . C.  Spears 


Data 

Diet.  Supt. 

....June  28-July  8. 

. i>.  G.  Franklin 

_ June  29-Jaljr  8.. 

. B.  J.  Martin 

....June  29-July  3.. 

, ....  A.  Davis 

...July  6-10....... 

. J.  U.  Ellis 

...July  6-10....... 

. A.  G.  Townsend 

....July  6-10 . 

. B.  R.  Booker 

...July  6-10 . 

..  July  12-17 . 

. S.  E.  Blaeknell 

...July  12-17 . 

. B.  J.  Reddix 

...July  18-17 . 

. F.  D.  Johnson 

...July  18-17 . 

. . . .  L.  G.  Gregg 

...July  14-17 . 

. W.  H.  Odum 

...July  19-24 . 

. A.  J.  Newton 

...July  19-24 . 

. F.  N.  Collier 

. . .  July  20-24 . 

. M.  R.  Walker 

. . .  July  20-24 . 

. E.  A.  Wilson 

. .  July  20-24 . 

. W.  J.  Hampton 

...July  20-24 . 

. J.  A.  Pickett 

...July  20-24 . 

. G.  M.  Phelps 

_ July  20-24 . 

. 'W.  S.  Thompson 

...July  20-24 . 

. H.  W.  Bartley 

...July  20-24 . 

_ J.  S.  Todd 

. . .  July  21-24 . 

..July  27-30 . 

. L.  W.  Williams 

...July  27-81 . 

...July  27-81 . 

. . . .  .G.  W.  Coleman 

. .  .July  27-81 . 

. P.  P.  Wright 

...July  27-81 . 

. J.  S.  Scott 

....July  27-81 . 

....July  27-31 . 

. S.  S.  Earles 

. ..  July  27-31 . 

.  July  27-31 . 

. J.  B.  Taylor 

...July  27-31 . 

. J.  E.  C.  Jenkins 

...July  27-31.. . 

, . . . .  J.  D.  David 

...July  28-81 . 

. . .'. .  J.  S.  Stripling 

. . .  Aug.  2-7 . 

. . . .  E.  A.  Haynes 

....Aug.  2-  7 . 

. . . .  J.  S.  Carroll 

_ _ A.ug.  2-  7 . 

. . . .  .W.  H.  Dean 

...Aug.  2-  7 . 

...Auk.  2-  7 . 

. . .  Aug.  3-  7 . 

. W.  H.  Smith 

. . .  Aug.  3-  7 . . .  . 

.  .  . .  C.  S.  Webster 

...Aug.  3-  7 . 

. . . .  J.  B.  Maddux 

....Aug.  3-7 . 

_ Aug.  3-  7 . 

...Aug.  3-  7 . 

. . . .  J.  H.  Hatchett 

. . .  .Aug.  3-  7 . 

. L.  E.  Jordan 

. . .  Aug.  3-  7 . 

....  A.  R.  Howard 

. . .  Aug.  3-  7 . 

. E.  H.  Holden 

. . .  Aug.  3-  7 . 

. C.  L.  Dunn 

, . .  .Aug.  4-  7 . 

. . . .  J.  S.  Williams 

_ A.ug.  9-14 . 

...Aug.  9-14 . 

...Aug.  10-14 . 

....  .W.  B.  Crenshaw 

....Aug.  10-14 . 

...Aug.  10-14 . 

. . . .  J.  C.  Chuman 

. .1.  W.  Whitfield 

. . .  Aug.  16-21. . 

..J.  U.  King' 

...Aug.  16-21 . 

. P.  T.  Gorham 

...Aug.  17-21 _ 

. .  .  R.  R.  Williams 

....Aug.  17-21 . 

_ J.  W.  Gilder 

Gainesville . Atlanta,  Ga, . Aus.  17-21 .. . 

Oe^e  . . . Lowell,  Fla . Aus.  18-21 . 

Holly  Sprinss . Oxford.  Mis^ . Aus.  23-28 . 

GainesvUle . -Cedar  Key.  Fla . Aus.  24-28 . 

Home . Palmetto.  Ga . Aus.  24-28 . 

Florence . Cades,  S.  C . Aus.  24-28 . 

Indianapolis . Evansville,  Ind . Aus.  25-26 . S.  H.  Sweeney 

Poris  . Clarksville,  Tex . Aus.  26-28 . J.  H.  Anthony 

Fort  Smith.. . No.  Little  Rock,  Ark.., . Aus.  31-Sept  4. . I.  I.  B^vap 

Sedalia  . Carthase.  Mo . Aus.  31-Sept.  4 . E.  L.  McAllister 

Easton.'.'.'.'.. . Cambridse,  Md . Oct.  26-27 . J.  W.  Jefferson 


. .  N.  J.  Crolley 
. .  F.  E.  Welch 
...A.  G.  Cole 
. .  ,D.  S.  Selmore 
. .  R.  T.  Jackson 
. .  R.  F.  Harrinston 


address  appeared  in  their  local  paper.  He 
is  regarded  as  Fort  Worth’s  greatest 
preacher.  We  thank  Bishop  Mead  and  Dr. 
J.  H.  Childs  for  this  great  man.  This  church, 
because  of  the  splendid,  able,  and  caretaking 
leadership  of  Dr.  Davis,  and  to  show  our 
appreciation  to  him  for  his  services,  pre¬ 
sented  him  a  line  summer  suit  and  a  nice  hat. 
The  Southwestern  is  ever  kept  before  our 
people.  Mrs.  C.  Cawthorn  is  chairman  of 
the  Southwestern  Committee.— Reporter. 

Ripley,  Miss.— The  week  of  May  21  we 
■witnessed  the  close  of  one  of  the  greatest 
revivals  ever  held  In  this  little  city  of  ours, 
a  revival  that  made  no  distinction  of  race 
or  color,  but  a  revival  that  spread  its  en¬ 
thusiasm  throughout  the  town.  The  Rev.  D. 
D,  Shelly,  of  Drew,  Miss.,  was  with  us,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  our  own  Rev.  M.  C. 


District 

District  Rounds 

ATLANTA  DISTRICT 

Third  Round— L&dd  Street,  June  26,  27; 
Hewnan  Ct.,  July  9,  10;  Battle  Hill,  10,  11; 
South  Atlanta,  17-19;  Marietta,  17,  18;  Jones 
and  Smith,  28,  24;  Luthersvllle,  30,  31;  Rock¬ 
dale  Park,  81,  August  1;  District  Confer¬ 
ence,  Powell  Chapel,  8-7;  Burns  and  Powell, 
B,  7;  Warren  Memorial,  12-14;  Newnan,  14, 


Pulliam,  the  revival  spirit  grew  higher  and 
higher  as  long  as  the  meeting  lasted.  The 
Rev.  Shelly  is  a  wonderful  preacher,  and  all 
who  chanced  to  hear  him  gave  him  the  credit 
of  being  an  outstanding  minister.  Thirty 
were  added  to  the  church.  The  house  was 
filled  each  night  during  the  revival.  Bro. 
Pulliam  and  his  good  wife  rendered  untir¬ 
ing  service.  With  the  help  of  the  leaders, 
they  organized  dally  prayer  meetings  in  the 
homes,  which  were  quite  a  success.  Total 
amount  raised  during  the  meeting,  $90.  With 
the  thirty  new  souls  enlisted  in  God’s  army, 
we  feel  that  we  have  been  showered  with  an 
unusual- blessing.  At  the  close  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  Rro.  Shelly  was  presented  a  box  of  beau¬ 
tiful  gifts  from  the  ofBcials  and  friends,  as 
tokens  of  their  love  and  appreciation  for 
the  valuable  service  rendered. — Andrew 
Wells,  Reporter. 


Activities 

15;  Central  Avenue,  21,  22;  Hogansville  and 
Corinth,  27,  28;  Edgewood,  September  4,  5. 

Dear  Brrthren:  We  now  begin  tbe  work 
of  the  third  Quarterly  Conference.  We 
thank  you  for  the  achievements  of  the  past; 
may  we  have  your  co-operation.  At  our 
District  Conference,  Powell’s  Chapel,  Au¬ 
gust  8-7,  the  roll  will  be  called  for  our  Epis¬ 
copal  Fund,  General  Conference  expense. 
Area  Council  expense.  Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,  and  local  board  monies. 


Please  be  prepared  and  report  your  charge 
in  full  on  these  claims  at  the  Conference. 
Call  on  me  for  service. — J.  W.  Queen,  Dist. 
Supt.,  46  Bowen  Avenue,  South  Atlanta,  Ga. 

GULFSIDE  DISTRICT 
Third  Round — Richton,  July  8-10;  McLain, 
13,  14;  Merrill,  16-17;  Basin,  16,  17;  Picayune, 
29-81;  Lumberton,  30,  31;  Bond  and  Wiggins, 
August  2,  3;  McHenry,  6,  7 ;  Gulfport,  Haven, 
etc.,  9,  10;  Gulfport,  St.  Mark,  13,  14;  Pass 
Christian,  16,  17;  Waveland  and  Delisle,  18, 
19;  Bay  St.  Louis,  20,  21;  Handsboro,  27,  28; 
Biloxi,  30,  31;  Ocean  Springs,  September  3, 
4;  Moss  Point,  10,  11;  Escatawpa,  17,  18. — 
E.  A.  Wilson,  District  Superintendent. 


KNOXVILLE  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Round — Mountain  City,  July  2,  3; 
Johnson  City,  9,  10;  Rising  Sun,  16,  17;  Seney 
Chapel,  23,  24;  East  Vine  Avenue,  '30,  31; 
Clinton,  August  6,  7;  Morristown,  13,  14; 
Pineville,  13,  14;  Greenville  Ct,  20,  21;  Green¬ 
ville,  27,  28;  ■Russellville,  September  3,  4; 
Jefferson  City,  10,  11;  Newport,  17,  18; 
Knoxville  Ct.,  24,  25;  Lansdale,  24,  25. 

Dear  Brethren:  Accept  my  profound 
thanks  for  your  loyalty  to  the  Knoxville  Dis¬ 
trict.  You  have  wrought  well  thus  far,  yet 
there  is  much  to  be  done.  The  last  mile  is 
the  one  that  counts.  In  God’s  name,  let  us 
go  the  last  mile  and  mak'e  a  round  report 
along  all  lines.  Collect  every  dollar  for  your 
World  Service,  for  the  endowment  of  Mor¬ 
ristown  College,  and  General  Conference  ex¬ 
pense,  and  meet  all  other  financial  obliga¬ 
tions.  Don’t  forget  tbe  Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate.  Try  to  place  a  paper  in 
every  home,  and  let  us  by  all  means  save  all 
the  souls  we  can.  The  District  Conference 
will  convene  at  Rising  Sun,  Mascot,  Tenn., 
July  13-17.  We  are  expecting  a  full  dele¬ 
gation.  May  God  bless  you.  I  am  yours 
for  success,  F.  D.  Johnson,  Dist.  Supt. 


Quarterly  Conferences 


ABERDEEN,  MISS. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was 
held  May  13-16,  with  the  superintendent. 
Rev.  B.  W.  Wynn,  present.  The  Conference 
was  called  to  order  at  7.30  P.  M.  A  number 
of  officers  were  present  with  good  reports, 
which  showed  that  a  great  increase  had  been 
made  along  all  lines.  Sunday  night  at  8 
P.  M.  the  district  superintendent  preached 
a  noble  sermon.  The  Lord’s  Supper  was 
administered.  We  raised  during  the  quar¬ 
ter,  $23.22.  The  superintendent  expressed 
himself  as  being  very  pleased  with  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  work  and  the  spirit  of  the 
jieople.  We  are  now  planning  to  build  a 
new  church.  Pray  for  our  success. — The  Rev. 
W.  B.  Rogers,  Pastor;  Cleo  E.  Burton,  Re¬ 
porter. 

DOVER,  TENN. 


Carter’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church:  We  had  with  us  on  May  10-12  our 
beloved  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  J. 
O.  Dixon.  He  delivered  very  interesting 
sermons.  The  first  night  he  preached  on 
“Msthers,”  and  on  the  second  night  he 
preached  from  Matt.  11.  The  sermons  were 
enjoyed  by  all. — The  Rev.  L.  M.  Williams, 
Pastor;  Mrs.  L.  B.  Skinner,  Reporter. 


OTTERCREEK,  FLA. 

Sunday,  May  29,  will  be  a  day  long  remem¬ 
bered  at  Ottercreek.  Our  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Dr.  D.  S.  Selmore,  was  with  us 
morning  and  night.  He  taught  the  Sunday 
school  in  a  manner  as  never  before.  After 
that  he  delivered  us  a  sermon  from  Acts  9. 

11  that  will  never  be  forgotten.  Sunday,  at 
3  o’clock,  he  went  down  to  Gulf  Hammock  to 
be  with  the  Rev.  R.  S.  Tyer.  There  we 
have  only  ten  members,  but  they  are  leading 
the  whole  district.  They  have  paid  ever)’ 
cent  that  was  assessed  against  them  this  year 
by  the  local  and  general  church.  They  nave 
raised  this  year  $200;  new  windows  have  been^» 
put  in  the  church  and  other  work  done 
the  inside.  The  Rev.  Tyer  is  indeed  a  leader^^ 
of  the  people.  The  collection  for  this  serv¬ 
ice  was  $25.  They  sent  the  flood-stricken 
people  $3.  At  8  P.  M.,  Dr.  Selmore  returned 
to  Ottercreek  to  refill  our  hearts  with  a  mes- 
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Epworth  League  Institute 
Dates 

|p|  1927  SEASON 

June  27  to  July  8 — WUey  “U,”  Galveston, 
Texas,  Tabernacle  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Texas  Conference. 

July  4r-10 — Rocky  Mountain  District,  Lin¬ 
coln  Conference,  Manhattan,  Kans. 

July  4-10 — Sedalia  InsUtute,  Central  Mis¬ 
souri  Conference,  Sedalia,  Mo. 

July  6-10 — Beaumont  District;  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence,  Port  Arthur,  Texas. 

July  11-17 — Gulfside  Institute,  Mississippi 
Conference,  Waveland,  Miss. 

July  11-17 — Lexington  Conference  Institute, 
Ninth  Street  Church,  Covington,  Ky. 

July  18-24 — San  Antonio  District  Institute, 
West  Texas  Conference,  San  Antonio, 
Texas. 

July  18-24 — Rust  College,  Upper  Mississippi 
Conference,  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

July  26-31 — Austin  Dirtrict,  West  Texas 
Conference,  Luling,  Texas. 

July  26-81 — Little  Rock  Conference  Institute, 
Philander  Smith  College,  Little  Rock, 
Ark. 

Aug.  1-7 — Bluefield  District,  East  Tennessee 
Conference,  Bluefield,  W.  Va. 

Aug.  8-14 — Morgan  College,  Washington  and 
Delaware  Conferences,  Morgan  College, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Aug.  1-7 — Waco  District,  West  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  Rocky  Crossing  Methodist  Epis- 
copal  Church,  Groesbeck,  Texas. 

■j^ug.  16-21 — Chicago  District,  Lexington 
^  Conference,  Gary,  Ind. 

Aug.  16-21 — Dallas  District,  West  Texas 
Conference,  Waxahachie,  Texas. 

Aug.  22-28 — Atlanta,  Clark  University,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga. 

Aug.  22-28 — Tennessee  Conference,  Walden 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

sage  from  the  throne.  At  the  close  of  the 
sermon  fifty-three  people  came  up  for  prayer ; 
one  woman  repented  of  her  sins  and  accepted 
Christ  as  her  Saviour.  The  collection  here 
for  the  day  for  $33.  We  sent  $6  to  the  flood- 
stricken  people.  We  have  the  stones  on  the 
ground  /or  our  new  church.  We  hope  to 
begin  to  build  as  soon -as  we  can  raise  some 
m.-re  money.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  S.  L. 
Browjti,  is  the  best  in  the  Florida  Conference. 
Monday  we  took  him  and  our  superintend¬ 
ent  out  for  a  fish  fry.  Bros.  C.  L.  Strong 
and  Fulton  Strong  were  the  leaders  of  the 
party.  Mrs.  Hattie  Strong  was  in  the  party 
and  did  all  she  could  to  see  that  the  fish 
were  well  cooked.  God  bless  our  beloved 
bishop  for  sending  these  two  men  on  the 
Ottercreek  charge.  Our  church  does  not  owe 
one  cent  for  World  Service,  and  never  will 
long  as  these  two  men  are  with  us.  Our 
Mext  drive  will  be  for  the  Bethune-Cookman 
‘College.  Our  quota  is  $50. — Reporter. 


Marriages 


HARDING— LETCHER.  At  Adams  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  May  21,  Mr. 
Will  Harding  and  Miss  Mary  Letcher  were 
united  in  wedlock.  Both  reside  in  Lauman, 
Miss.  We  pray  God’s  blessings  upon  them 
as  they  journey  through  life.  The  Rev.  I.  R. 
Kersh,  pastor,  officiated. — Reporter. 

WALKER— SMOTHERS.  On  May  18,  Mr. 
John  Walker  and  Miss  Nettie  Smothers  were 
united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock.  The  mar¬ 
riage  took  place  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  C.  F. 
Drayden,  the  bride’s  aunt,  at  8  P.  M.  Both 
are  from  Ferriday,  La.  May  the  Lord’s 
blessing  remain  upon  them.  The  Rev.  I.  R. 
Kersh,  pastor,  officiated. — Reporter. 

Obituaries 

INGRAM — The  funeral  services  for  Mr.  Roy 
Ingram,  who  died  Saturday  afternoon,  March 
0|  1927,  was  held  Monday  morning,  at  10 
^^lock,  in  Boyd’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episco- 
^B1  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member  and 
^ very  faithful  worker  as  steward  and  trus- 
The  services  were  conducted  by  the 
W.  A.  Jackson,  pastor,  and  assisted 
V  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Bailey,  president  of  the 
Nelson  and  Merry  College,  and  Dr.  Sherrill, 


of  Knoxville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  service  at  the  grave  was  in  charge  of 
members  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Lodge  No.  128;  also 
members  of  sister  lodges  from  various  sec¬ 
tions.  Mr.  Ingram  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
formerly  Anna  Harris;  one  sister,  Sylvia  In¬ 
gram;  two  brothers:  J.  L.  Ingram,  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  City,  and  Wilbur  Ingram,  of  Virginia. 
He  served  ten  years  in  the  army,  including  the 
Spanish-American  War,  in  the  Ninth  Cavalry. 
He  followed  the  vocation  of  barber  for  eight¬ 
een  years. — Mrs.  A.  Ingram,  Reporter. 

JORDAN — ^Dr.  L.  E.  Jordan  and  wife,  of 
the  Lexington  District,  Lexington  Confer¬ 
ence,  Covington  Area,  were  brought  to  sor¬ 
row  on  April  2  in  the  death  of  their  infant 
daughter,  Rosalin  Jordan.  Rosalin  had  been 
sick  during  her  entire  lifetime,  being  one 
of  twins  which  came  to  the  Jordan  family 
over  two  years  ago.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Elmire  Skelton, 
pastor  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  assisted  by  the  following  ministers: 
the  Revs.  L.  E.  Watson,  J.  H.  Greer,  R.  W. 
Stenett,  J.  S.  Roberts,  M.  L.  J.  Bellenger, 
William  Thomas.  The  entire  district  extends 
its  sympathy  to  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jordan 
in  their  sorrow. — Cleo  Skelton,  Reporter. 

LASSLEY — Sister  Wealthy  Lassley  departed 
this  life  March  18,  1927,  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  the  Rev.  H.  T.  Thompson,  with  whom 
she  had  been  living  for  sixty  years.  She  lived 
to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-three,  having 
been  born  a  slave.  She  was  a  consistent 
Christian  and  lived  an  exemplary  life.  She 
leaves  to  mourn  her  passing  four  sons,  two 
daughters,  sixteen  grandchildren,  sixty-one 
great-grandchildren,  and  three  great-great¬ 
grandchildren  and  many  friends.  The  fu¬ 
neral  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J. 
W.  Ellis  and  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Norris,  of  the 
Baptist  Church. — S.  B.  Thompson,  Reporter. 

McDonald— On  March  1,  1927,  at  1.46 
A.  M.,  the  death  angel  came  into  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  McDonald,  at  1226  South 
Genois  Street,  New  Orleans,  and  took  from 
them  their  only  child,  Beatrice,  aged  sixteen 
years;  Miss  McDon^d  was  a  student  of  New 
Orleans  University  and  a  member  of  the 
junior  high  of.  1927 ;  also  a  faithful  member 
of  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
Sunday  school.  We  wish  to  thank  the  fac¬ 
ulty  and  student  body  and  many  friends  for 
their  attention  and  kindness  during  her  ill¬ 
ness  and  for  the  many  beautiful  floral  offer¬ 
ings.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  her  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  W.  Scott  Chinn,  assisted  by  the 
Revs.  W.  B;  Buchannon  and  Robert  Arm¬ 
stead. — Mrs.  Effie  Brantley,  Reporter.. 

PALMER — St.  Luke  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Dodge,  Texas,  mourns  the  passing 
.  of  one  of  its  oldest  members  in  the  person 
of  Bro.  Jim  Palmer,  who  passed  from  labor 
to  reward  February  15,  1927.  He  was  born 
in  Alabama  in  1842,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five.  To  know  Bro.  Palmer  was  to 
love  and  respect  him.  Not  only  do  the  be¬ 
reaved  family  and  the  church  mourn  his  pass¬ 
ing,  but  the  entire  community  and  the  people 
as  a  whole,  so  far  as  he  was  known.  He 
clung  tenaciously  to  the  cross  to  the  end, 
and  for  many  years  he  labored  for  the  cause 
of  Christ  without  complaint.  His  conse¬ 
crated  life  was  a  light  in  his  church  and 
community,  pointing  men  to  the  Saviour.  He 
leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  seven  sons,  one 
daughter,  and  a  host  of  friends.  The  funeral 
was  largely  attended.  Prof.  R.  H.  Holomon 
read  papers,  one  from  his  church  at  Dodge, 
and  two  from  the  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  at  Houston  Heights.  The  Rev. 
E.  E.  Ransom,  his  pastor,  preached  the  ser- 
naon  from  Rev.  2.  17.  The  pastor  was  as¬ 
sisted  by  the  Revs.  N.  N.  Sawyer,  H.  Eng¬ 
lish,  W.  Hubbard,  T.  Tolston,  and  Green, 
the  latter  two  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Dodge 
and  Colony,  Texas.  The  body  was  interred 
at  Dodge  Cemetery.— Mrs.  A.  Williams,  Re¬ 
porter.  , 

WIMBERLY — All  that  was  mortal  of  Bro. 
D.  D.  Wimberly  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Fairfield  Cemetery,  Shreveport,  La.,  March 
16,  1927.  Bro.  Wimberly  was  an  honored 
member  of  the  Fairfield  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  serving  in  every  capacity  as  a 
faithful  officer.  He  was  treasurer  for  thirty- 


WHAT  IS 

TheCharch  School  Joarnal? 

Anjuwr — It  is  an  illustrated,  48-page 
monthly  magazine  for  Chur^  Scnool 
teachers. 

What  leaaons  does  it  contain? 

Anstver — The  International  Uniform, 
Graded  and  Group  for  the  Intermediate, 
Senior,  Young  People’s  and  Adult  De¬ 
partments. 

With  what  lesson  '*helps”  is  it  co« 
ordinated? 

Answer— THE  ILLUSTRATED  and  THE 
SENIOR  QUARTERLIES,  THE  ADULT 
BIBLE  CLASS  MONTHLY,  THE  IN- 
TERMEDIATE  QUARTERLY, 
STUDIES  FOR  YOUTH  and  the  teach¬ 
ers'  textbooks  in  the  Graded  Lessons, 
Courses  VIII  to  XV. 

Who  is  it  for? 

Answer — All  teachers  whose  classes  use 
the  above-listed  lesson  helps. 

Is  it  essential ?  Do  teachers  need  it? 

Answer — It  is  the  special  implement  of 
the  Church  School  teacher's  craft.  As 
well  may  a  carpenter  do  without  a  saw, 
a  mason  without  a  trowel,  or  a  farmer 
without  a  plow. 

What  is  its  cost? 

Answer — In  clubs  to  schools,  13  cents  a 
quarter;  90  cents  a  year.  Singly,  annual 
only,  $1.00  a  year. 

How  may  a  teacher  discover  it? 

Answer — By  requesting  a  free  sample  from 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  TORK 
Cbiciro  Bnlto  Detroit  Pitbbwsh 
Kanaii  City  Saa  Fraecisco  FarHand,  Oia. 


five  years  and  a  true  friend  to  every  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church.  It  was  through  Bro.  Wim¬ 
berly’s  influence  that  wc  secured  money  to 
erect  our  new  church.  He  was  buried  from 
the  church  he  loved  so  well.  He  leaves  to 
mourn  his  passing  a  wife,  three  daughters, 
two  grandchildren,  one  sister,  two  brothers, 
and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends.  The  fu¬ 
neral  was  largely  attended,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  ministers  were  present:  the  Revs.  Stills, 
Sumpter,  Harris,  and  Jackson,  of  the  B^It 
tist  Church;  the  Revs.  A.  Robinson,  Or^ 
Henderson,  McKee,  and  Superintendent  J. 
A.  David.  The  Rev.  T.  A.  Bailey  was  mas¬ 
ter  of  ceremonies.  The  principal  eulogy  was 
delivered  by  the  Revs.  Stills  and  Robinson. — 
J.  Hutchinson,  Reporter. 

Woman’s  Column 

The  W Oman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
Conference  of  Bhtefield  District. — The  fifth 
annual  session  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  Conference  of  the  Bluefield 
District  met  May  19,  20,  at  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Welch,  W.  Va.,  of  which 
the  Rev.  W.  W.  Ward  is  pastor.  The  meet¬ 
ing  was  fittingly  opened  Thursday,  at  9  A.  M., 
with  devotional  services,  conducted  by  Mes- 
dames  Mollie  Dillard  and  V.  B.  Carson.  The 
welcome  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  was  well 
cared  for  by  their  representative  in  the  per¬ 
son  of  Attorney  Leon  P.  Miller.  Attorney 
Miller  in  his  address  styled  missionary  ac¬ 
tivity  as  the  greatest  of  all  effort  put  forth 
by  the  Christian  army,  in  that  it  is  without 
selfishness.  This  address  was  responded  to 
in  well-chosen  words  by  the  Rev.  T.  G.  How¬ 
ard,  pastor  of  John  Steward  Memorial 
Church,  Bluefield,  W.  Va.  The  convention 
was  favored  Thursday,  at  8  P.  M.,  with  an 
inspiring  address  from  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Martin, 
district  superintendent  of  the  Bluefield  Dis¬ 
trict,  whose  addresses  always  bring  sun¬ 
shine.  At  this  session  of  the  convention  Mrs. 
Mamie  Pearis,  the  district  president  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  pre¬ 
sented  her  annual  report,  which  featured 
progress  made  by  the  society  in  the  Bluefield 
District.  Mrs.  Pearls  proved  herself  to  be 
a  very  energetic  and  enthusiastic  presiding 
officer.  If  the  work  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  has  not  made  progress 
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on  the  district  the  cause  cannot  be  traceable 
to  any  fault  on  the  part  of  the  district  presi¬ 
dent.  Reports  from  the  different  auxiliaries 
of  the  district  show  the  work  of  The  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Society  making  steady 
progress  in  the  district.  With  Mrs.  Mollie 
George  as  secretary;  Mrs.  J.  French  Lewis, 
treasurer;  Mrs.  Lettie  Heath,  as  district  cor¬ 
responding  secretary,  and  with  the  other 
faithful  dLtrict  officers,  the  work  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  must  move  steadily  on.  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning  an  interesting  pronam  was  rendered, 
during  wUch  time  an  address  was  delivered 
by  W.  L.  Sanders,  pastor  of  Bethel  Church, 
Bluefleld,  W.  Va.  The  demonstrations  from 
the  Yoting  People’s  work  Were  indeed  very 
creditable.  The  annual  sermon  was  preached 
Friday  night  to  the  delight  and  satisfaction 
of  the  visitors  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Ward,  the 
pastor  of  the  entertaining  church.  Thus 
went  on  record  one  of  the  best  meetings  in 
the  history  of  the  district  organization. — Vf. 
L.  Sanders,  Reporter. 

Gainesville,  Fla, — ^Tbe  sixteenth  annual 
session  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missicmary  So¬ 
ciety  Convention  of  the  Gainesville  District, 
Florida  Conference,  convened  at  the  St.  John 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  B.  Madison  is  pastor.  The 
entire  session  was  presided  over  by  Mrs. 
Selia  Green,  the  district  president.  The  serv¬ 
ice  began  Wednesday  night  with  a  spiritual 
feast  from  the  soul  of  the  Rev.  £.  D.  Wil¬ 
liams,  of  the  Lake  City  District  Thursday 
morning  at  the  appointed  hour  Sister  Ida 
Angram  conducted  the  devotional  service. 
The  district  superintendent  assisted  by  Drs. 
S.  B.  Wilson  and  the  pastor,  administered 
the  holy  sacrament  to  twenty-five  members 
of  the  convention.  The  roll  was  called  and 
twenty-nine  members  paid  their  annual  dues. 
Little  Miss  D.  S.  Selmore,  Jr.,  who  is  only 
nine  months  old,  paid  her  annual  dues  and 
became  a  lifetime  member.  Those  who  read 
papers  were:  Mesdames  L.  Sullivan,  Mary 
Hill,  Susie  Wilson,  R.  E.  Wilson,  Dina  Hays, 
Rosa  Davis,  and  many  others.  These  papers 
were  well  composed  and  full  of  food  for 
thought.  Thursday  night  the  Rev.  W.  P. 
Player,  pastor  of  the  O^ar  Key  cterge,  de¬ 
livered  the  sermon  of  his  life.  Friday  was 
a  high  day.  Reports  from  Gainesville,  Ala¬ 
chua,  Archer,  Jones ville,  Newberry,  Cedar 
Key,  Arredondo,  Newbell,  Brooker,  St. 
John,  the  Gainesville  chapter  of  the  Queen 
Esther  Circle,  and  many  others  showed  a 
marked  improvement  over  that  of  last  year. 
Not  one  of  them  came  up  behind.  The  re¬ 
port  from  Sanpulaski,  or  Nebo,  was  the  best 
in  the  history  of  the  convention.  This  con¬ 
vention  showed  that  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  on  the  Gainesville  Dis¬ 
trict  is  in  the  lead  of  the  other  conventions 
of  the  Florida  Conference.  Mrs.  Selia  Green, 
our  district  president,  is  a  leader  of  women 
and  knows  how  to  put  the  program  over. 
Her  soul  is  in  the  work,  and  with  the  co¬ 
operation  of  other  faithful  women  on  the 
district,  the  work  will  soon  cover  the  entire 
field.  Mrs.  Louise  Sullivan,  our  national  rep¬ 
resentative,  brought  tidings  from  the  national 
convention  which  met  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Her  message  inspired  our  hearts  to  do  more 
for  the  work  in  the  future  than  we  have  ever 
done  before.  Saturday  was  electicm  and  rec¬ 
reation  day.  The  officers  elected  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Sisters  S.  Green,  L.  Lumpkin,  Au¬ 
gusta  Wilson,  Mary  Foster,  Laura  Williams, 
Rosa  Davis,  Estell  Foster,  Janie  Philipp,  D. 
A.  Freeman,  Briney  Williams,  Mary  Debose, 
Ida  Angram,  Mary  Hill,  and  Susie  Wilson. 
With  these  consecrated  women  on  the  field 
and  on  the  district,  the  work  of  The  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Society  will  go  on  to 
perfection.  Sunday  was  a  high  day  on  the 
old  camp  ground.  The  Sunday  school  was 
well  attended  by  other  members  from  all 
parts  of  the  district.  At  11  A.  M.  the  Rev. 
Harry  M.-  Trapp,  of  the  Nebo  charge, 
preached.  The  Rev.  Trapp  is  on  the  main 
line  for  the  top.  At  3  P.  M.,  Dr.  S.  B.  Wil¬ 
son,  of  Gainesville,  carried  us  to  a  mount 
of  vision.  At  8  P.  M.,  the  Rev.  William 
Murry,  of  the  Lacross  charge,  preached  an 
able  sermon.  God  bless  Bro.  Murry  for  this 
wonderful  sermon.  We  will  never  forget  him 
and  all  the  others  who  stood  so  loyalty  by 
us  in  this  our  sixteenth  annual  session  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society.  Our 
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next  camp  ground  will  be  at  Newbell.  Our 
aim  is  3600  for  the  missionary  work.  Our 
hearts  are  on  fire  to  do  the  will  of  Him  that 
died  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.  Many 
thanks  to  our  district  superintendent.  Dr.  D. 
S.  Selmore,  for  the  service  that  he  rendered 
in  the  meeting.  He  is  a  God-sent  leader. 
He  knows  how  to  put  the  church  on  the  top 
round.  To  you  my  faithful  workers:  We 
collected  ninety-two  dollars.  In  pennies, 
silver,  and  bills;  We  sent  up  a  million  peti¬ 
tions,  Asking  God  to  do  His  will. — D.  S.  Sel¬ 
more,  Reporter. 
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Special  Notices 

The  new  address  of  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Dean, 
district  superintendent  Pittsburgh  District, 
is  786  Anaheim  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

To  the  Ministers  and  Delegates  of  the 
Corpus  Christ!  District:  As  dean  of  our  in¬ 
stitute,  which  meets  at  Long  Mart,  July  23- 
24,  we  will  attempt  to  teach  the  following 
subjects:  “A  Theology  for  the  Soclel  Gospel”; 
“Religion — Its  Prophets  and  False  Proph¬ 
ets”;  “The  Religion  of  Israel.”  These  are 
Biblical  subjects,  and  will  give  some  idea  of 
the  background  of  the  religion  as  taught  by 
God  through  the  prophets.  We  will  have  the 
books. — W.  M.  White. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Upper  Mississippi 
and  Tennessee  Conferences:  Do  not  forget 
that  the  date  of  the  Epworth  League  Institute 
this  year  is  July  18-24,  Rust  College,  Holly 
Springs,  Miss.  All  charges  are  asked  to  send 
at  least  one  delegate  to  this  institute.  We 
have  a  very  able  faculty  this  year,  composed 
of  the  following  persons:  Dr.  F.  H.  Butler, 
Chicago;  Dr.  J.  W.  Golden,  Holly  Springs, 
Miss.;  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Pierson,  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Pierson,  Mrs.  E.  M.  McCoy,  Miss  Odessa  Tal¬ 
bert,  the  Rev.  G.  M.  Chisholm.  All  district 
superintendents  are  invited  to  attend  aud 
urge  their  men  to  attend. — J.  W.  Golden, 
Manager;  A.  G.  Cole,  Dean. 

To  the  Pastors  in  the  Flooded  Section  in 
the  South:  Dear  Pastors — This  comes  to  in¬ 
form  you  that  the  New  Coke  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  Ky., 
has  taken  an  offering  to  help  you  in  this 
time  of  distress  and  need.  My  church  is  pray¬ 
ing  that  the  Lord  will  raise  up  many  other 
friends  that  will  do  as  we  have  done  to  as¬ 
sist  you.  Now,  brethren,  if  you  have  any 
members  coming  to  the  city  of  Louisville, 
they  will  find  a  hearty  and  cordial  welcome 
at  the  New  Coke  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  428  E.  Breckenridge  St.,  Louisville,  Ky. 
They  will  also  find  help  to  get  themselves 
readjusted  in  this  their  new  home.  The  R. 
E.  Jones  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  Sixth  and  Walnut  Streets;  the  Cal¬ 
vary  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  910  E. 
Walnut  St.;  the  Twenty-fourth  St.  Church 
at  24th  and  Lytle  Streets;  and  Statesman 
Chapel  at  34th  and  Magnolia  Streets.  You 
will  find  a  host  of  friends  at  each  of  these 
churches  who  will  help  you  in  every  way  pos¬ 
sible.  Yours  for  help. — R.  D.  Hines,  Pastor, 
New  Coke  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  419 
E.  Breckenridge  Street,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Inquiry 

I  wish  to  locate  two  little  boys — Johnny 
and  Harry  Caldwell — who  were  carried  away 
by  a  highwayman  by  the  name  of  Williams. 
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They  were  last  heard  of  in  Decatur,  Al^ft 
They  left  last  August.  Their  mother’s  nanflB 
is  Tempa  Caldwell.  Any  information  will  be 
greatly  appreciated. — The  Rev.  W.  M.  Car¬ 
ter,  Pastor,  Waynesboro,  Tenn. 

Educator  Praises  Methodist 
School  in  Liberia 

The  St.  Paul  River  Industrial  School, 
maintained  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  White  Plains,  Liberia,  is  the  chief 
exception  to  her  conclusion  that  “missions  in 
Liberia  had  better  wake  up  or  close  up”  in 
the  matter  of  education,  in  the  opinion  of 
Prof.  Mabel  Carney,  of  Teachers  College, 
Columbia  University.  Miss  Carney  recenuf 
made  a  trip  of  several  months  through  Africa 
inspecting  the  school  systems  of  the  conti¬ 
nent.  She  says  of  this  Methodist  institute: 

“This  school  enrolled  eighty-four  pupils, 
offered  a  well-balanced  schedule  of  work  and 
study,  emphasized  agriculture  and  industrial 
arts,  and  taught  reading  and  arithmetic 
fairly  well  also.  The  principal,  Mr.  Cyril 
H.  Henry,  was  a  young  colored  man  of  abil¬ 
ity  and  a  graduate  of  the  Anicultural  Cokm 
lege  at  Guelph,  Ontario.  I  nave  since  cnH 
eluded  that  this  school  was  the  best  on^ 
seen  in  Liberia,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  Methodist  Board  will  do  everything  pos¬ 
sible  In  helping  Mr.  Henry  and  Mr.  Sibley 
make  it  still  better.” 
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‘‘Let  the  Punishment  Fit  the 

Crime” 


AWS  are  not  enacted  to  insure  vengeance  but  to  guarantee 
justice. 

The  best  law  is  the  one  which  makes  the  punishment  fit 
the  criminal. 

Many  a  child,  reared  in  ignorance  and  denied  an  opportunity  for 
an  education,  exposed  to  disease  and  schooled  in  immorality  and 
knavery,  has  been  literally  “born  into  sin.” 

Let  the  punishment  fit  the  criminal.  If'society  has  submerged 
him  in  crime  from  the  day  of  his  birth  until  his  graduation  into  the 
courts,  then  the  community  is  on  trial  along  with  the  criminal.  Both 
should  take  their  punishment. 

Crimes  may  be  the  same  but  criminals  are  different. 

Stealing  a  loaf  of  bread  is  a  crime,  but  taking  an  extra  half  cent 
on  the  selling  price  is  “good  business.”  The  bread  thief  goes  to 
prison.  The  profiteer  goes  into  exclusive  clubs  and  good  society. 

The  object  of  the  punishment  is  to  make  a  citizen  out  of  the 
criminal.  Any  method  that  interferes  with  this  objective  is  wrorig. 
Any  punishment  that  makes  the  criminal  a  rebel  against  society  and 
less  willing  to  abide  by  its  laws  is  a  mistake. 

The  punishment  that  fits  the  crime  takes  an  eye  for  an  eye  and 
a  tooth  for  a  tooth. 

The  punishment  that  fits  the  criminal  puts  an  eye  for  responsi¬ 
bility  where  there  is  none,  a  worthy  motive  in  the  place  of  rebellion, 
citizenship  in  the  place  of  outlawry. 

— From  "Some  Wild  Notions  7  Have  Known,"  by  Roy  L.  Smith. 
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Personal  and  General 

— ^The  Rer.  C  L.  Hill,  on  May  29,  preached 
the  baccalaureate  sermon  for  the  public 
school  of  Mexia,  Texas,  where  he  is  the 
pastor  of  our  I^t  Mexia  circuit.  Prof. 
P.  H.  Jenkins  is  principal  of  the  school. 

— ^The  Rev.  F.  N.  C<dlier,  superintendent  of 
Murfreesboro  District,  Tennessee  Confer¬ 
ence,  is  jus^  happy  over  the  convalescence 
of  Mrs.  M.  B.  Collier,  his  wife,  who  recently 
underwent  an  operation  at  the  Millie  E.  Hale 
Hospital. 

— President  G.  H.  Trever,  of  Gammon  The¬ 
ological  Seminary,  AUanta,  is  summering  at 
Oak  Bluffs,  Mass.,  where,  in  response  to  the 
usual  heavy  demands  on  him  for  Chautauqua 
work,  he  is  giving  generously  of  his  time  to 
addresses  and  sermons. 

— ^Bom  to  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Jarrell, 
of  our  church  at  Shady  Grove,  Mans&eld,  La., 
a  fine  baby  boy,  on  May  26.  He  has  been 
named  Matthew  Simpson  JarreU.  To  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  T.  Jones,  Wesson,  Miss., 
a  ten-pound  baby  girl,  on  June  18. 

— ^The  Rev.  LeRoy  Fields,  our  pastor  at 
Muskogee,  Okla.,  recently  preached  the  bac¬ 
calaureate  sermon  to  the  graduating  class 
of  Manual  Training  High  School  of  Musko¬ 
gee,  Okla.,  and  deUvered  the  commencement 
address  at  Lincoln  High  School,  Fort  Smith, 
Ark. 

— While  his  father  was  preaching  annual 
sermons  before  public  schools  in  South  Caro¬ 
lina  and  delivering  the  graduating  address 
to  the  high  school  of  Gaffney,  S.  C.,  young 
Chauncey  I.  Withrow,  Jr.,  was  receiving  his 
diploma  and  degree  from  Syracuse  Univer¬ 
sity,  a  mark  of  distinguished  achievement  for 
both  father  and  son. 

— “The  March  of  Freedom”  is  the  title  of  a 
thrilling,  moving  lecture  by  the  Rev.  W.  G. 
Alston,  of  Shreveport,  La.,  for  which  he  is 
in  constant  demand.  He  also  delivered  the 
commencement  sermon  for  the  Central  High 
School  at  Shreveport  this  season  and  the  an¬ 
nual  sermon  for  the  Webster  Parish  Train¬ 
ing  School  at  Minden,  La. 

— Pastor  S.  M.  Miller,  of  the  Clover  Chapel 
Church,  Clover,  S.  C.,  is  jubilant  over  the 
evangelistic  services  being  conducted  in  that 
charge  by  the  Rev.  C.  I.  Withrow.  He  speaks 
hopefully  of  experiencing  large  results  from 
the  effort.  Dr.  Withrow  has  conducted  suc¬ 
cessful  revivals  in  Alabama,  Virginia,  New 
York,  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

— Dr.  George  Simons,  superintendent  of  the 
missionary  activities  of  the  American  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Russia  and  the  Baltic  States 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  received  word  re¬ 
cently  from  Reval  that  the  Esthonian  govern¬ 
ment  had  ofBciaUy  recognized  and  legalized 
the  Methodist  Church.  Similar  action  by 
Latvia  and  Lithuania  is  expected  soon. 

— A  member  of  the  Washington  Conference, 
the  Rev.  D.  L.  Washington  has  just  been 
elected  one  of  the  town  commissioners  of 
Bowie,  Prince  George  County,  Md.,  the  first 
man  of  color  ever  to  be  so  promoted  for 
public  service  in  that  county.  The  South¬ 
western  congratulates  him  on  his  prefer¬ 
ment  to  this  honorable  position  of  commu¬ 
nity  service. 

— Within  practically  the  last  thirty  days  the 
Rev.  Dr.  B.  F.  Abbott,  of  Union  Memorial 
Church,  St.  Louis,,  has  sent  to  this  office 
thirty  subscriptions  to  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate.  He  exhibits  a  sus¬ 
tained  loyalty  to  the  interests  of  the  South¬ 
western,  which  fact  has  contributed  notice¬ 
ably  to  making  Union  Memorial  one  of  the 
most  efficient  churches  of  our  group  within 
the  denomination. 

— Meharry  Medical  College  has  been  granted 
official  recognition  by  the  Board  of  Regents 
of  New  York  State.  Such  recognition  car¬ 
ries  with  it  the  legal  authority  of  Meharry 
graduates  to  receive  licenses  to  practice 
medicine  in  the  State  of  New  York  and 
similar  recognition  in  all  States  of  the  Union. 
In  point  of  numbers  of  students  and  equip¬ 
ment,  this  famous  old  professional  school  is 
the  largest  medical  school  in  the  world  for 
Negroes.  Its  property  valuation  is  above 
$260,000  and  its  interest-bearing  endowment 
nearly  three  Quarters  of  a  million.  Under 
its  new  president.  Dr.  John  J.  Mullowney, 


this  school,  the  professional  pride  of  the 
race,  is  making  most  commendable  progress. 
Its  new  period  of  development  has  dawned. 

— Editor  Dan  Brununitt,  of  the  Northwestern 
Christian  Advocate,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fred¬ 
erick  B.  Harris,  pastor  of  our  Foundry 
Church,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  president  of 
the  Washington  Federation  of  Clrarches,  ad¬ 
dressed  the  June  session  of  the  National 
Editorial  Council  of  the  Religious  Press, 
held  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  upon  the  subject 
of  “The  Relation  of  the  Pastor  and  the 
Church  Paper  to  Each  Other.” 

— Bishop  B.  G.  Richardson,  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Bishops,  advises  us  that  that  body 
in  semiannual  session  at  Warren,  Pa.,  May 
4-11,  1927,  sent  greetings  to  the  Rev.  James 
C.  Baker,  D.D.,  pastor  Trinity  Church,  Ur- 
bana,  III.,  and  director  of  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  at  the  University  of  Illinois  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  recently  observed  twentieth 
anniversary  of  the  splendid  work  that  he  has 
done,  and  as  a  pioneer  of  the  religious  work 
of  all  denominational  tax-supported  institu- 
timis. 

— That  the  present  period  of  unrest  in  China 
is  but  the  “dawn  of  a  new  civilization”  is 
the  way  it  is  characterized  bv  Bishop  George 
R.  Grose  in  his  admirable  book,  “The  New 
Soul  of  China,”  mst  issued  by  The  Methodist 
Book  Concern.  The  book  is  a  keen,  accurate, 
and  dependable  analysis  of  a  situation  that 
holds  the  center  of  the  world  stage  of  inter¬ 
national  relationships  by  one  who  is  on  the 
ground  and  is  well  worth  perusal  by  anyone 
seeking  authentic  data  concerning  this  world¬ 
stirring  drama. 

— “Negro  Progress  Since  the  Civil  War”  is 
the  subject  assigned  by  the  Commission  on 
Interracial  Co-operation  for  their  nation¬ 
wide  contest  among  high-school  students  re¬ 
cently  conducted.  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  schools  in  twenty-one  States  submit¬ 
ted  300  papers  with  the  resulting  awards: 
First  and  second  prizes,  George  M.  Clarke 
and  Robert  A.  Armistead,  of  Cleburne, 
Texas;  third  prize,  Ruth  Eliott  Reid,  of 
Forest  City,  N.  C.  The  prizes  were,  respec¬ 
tively,  fifty,  thirty,  and  twenty  dollars.  The 
winning  papers  were  chosen  by  a  committee 
of  three  judges  who  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  identity  of  the  authors. 

— At  the  commencement  exercises  of  the  Iliff 
School  of  Theology,  Denver,  June  12-14,  the 
Rev.  Matthew  W.  Clair,  Jr.,  A.B.,  S.T.B., 
received  the  degree  of  A.M.  He  is  the  son 
of  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair,  of  Covington  Area 
and  pastor  of  our  church  at  Denver.  Al¬ 
ready  he  has  shown  unusual  ability  in  carry¬ 
ing  on  his  school  work  in  addition  to  the 
work  of  his  pastorate.  New  life  has  been 
infused  in  the  congregation  and  substantial 
plans  are  already  under  way  for  far-reaching 
improvements,  including  a  larger  and  more 
modern  plant,  for  greater  effectiveness  in  the 
church’s  ministry  to  the  community.  Presi¬ 
dent  Elmer  Guy  Cutshall  preached  the  bac¬ 
calaureate  sermon  and  conferred  the  degrees 
upon  the  graduates.  The  commencement  day 
address  was  delivered  by  Chancellor  I.  B. 
Schreckmgast,  of  Nebraska  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity.  The  commencement  occasion  was 
graced  with  the  presence  of  Bishop  Charles 
L.  Mead,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  who  delivered  the 
communion  address.  It  was  reported  one  of 
niff’s  greatest  commencement  seasons. 

— We  cannot  understand  why  the  Mississippi 
governor  should  object  to  the  appointment 
of  Dr.  S.  D.  Redmond  as  a  member  of  the 
Flood  Relief  Committee  unless  it  was  for 
political  reasons;  or  it  may  be  the  governor 
was  apprehensive  lest  the  appointment  of 
Dr.  Redmond  would  enhance  the  popularity 
and  influence  among  his  own  race  of  the  most 
popular  Negro  leader  in  that  State.  And 
though  Dr.  Redmond  is  a  powerful  leader 
of  his  people,  neither  craven  nor  coward,  he 
is  always  poised,  wise,  yet  frank  and  cour¬ 
ageous.  That’s  why  he  is  so  universally 
trusted  by  the  Negroes  of  Mississippi.  If 
he  were  a  more  flexible  time-server  and  man- 
pleaser,  an  automaton  in  the  hands  of  the 
dominant  political  party,  the  governor  would 
perhaps  have  urged  rather  than  opposed  his 
election.  In  that  event  he  would  have  been 
persona  non  grata  to  all  the  thinking,  self- 
respecting  Negroes.  No  more  representative 
citizen,  white  or  colored,  because  none  of 


greater  integrity  than  he,  could  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  such  a  position  of  public  confi¬ 
dence  and  honor.  The  caliber  of  the  man,  his 
insight  into  the  realism  of  the  situation,  his 
evidrat  keen  disinterested  social  sympathies)' 
are  fairly  indicated  in  his  urgent  appeal  a 
short  time  ago  made  to  President  C^ldm 
for  a  special  session  of  Congress  to  hanme 
the  sad  situation  created  by  the  disastrous 
flood:  “This  devastation  and  awful  catas¬ 
trophe  which  has  befallen  several  hundred 
thousand  American  citizens  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley  is  just  as  real  to  the  residents  of  those 
sections  as  were  the  devastated  flelds  of 
Flanders  of  eastern  France  or  of  little  Bel¬ 
gium.  Devastation,  catastrophe,  human  suf¬ 
fering,  you  will  agree,  are  just  as  real  when 
they  come  from  one  cause  as  from  another. 
What  the  people  need,  Mr.  President,  is  real 
substantial,  systematic  assistance  now,  ex¬ 
tended  not  by  tardy,  indifferent  charity,  but 
assistance  promptly  and  generously  ex¬ 
tended  by  the  systematic,  methodical,  busi¬ 
nesslike,  strong  arm  of  their  powerful  tov- 
ernment  which  owes  them  this  sacred  duty 
under  the  circumstances.  The  smallest  as¬ 
sistance  given  them  now  in  the  way  of  re¬ 
plenishing  them  with  necessary  food,  cloth¬ 
ing,  bedding,  seed,  a  mule  or  two  where 
needed,  a  cow,  a  pig  or  two,  etc.,  toward 
starting  them  off  again  now,  will  be  worth 
inflniteiy  more  to  them  than  many  times 
that  amount  tardily  granted  them  'when 
Congress  meets  next  December.’  ” 

Gifts  to  Universities 

Gifts  for  universities  are  now  in  much  favor 
throughout  the  country.  The  commencement 
season  brings  the  announcement  from  many 
presidents  of  their  reception.  Among  these 
is  a  gift  to  Yale  University  Library  of  $100,- 
000  in  memory  of  Albert  De  Silver,  class  ’10. 
The  fund  was  given  by  Mrs.  Albert  De  Silver 
and  John  Bradley  L«rd  and  John  Bright 
Lord,  of  Greenwich,  Conn.,  and  was  carrying 
out  the  wishes  of  Mrs.  John  Bradley  lx)rd 
expressed  shortly  before  her  death  last  year. 
The  income  of  this  gift  is  to  be  used  for  the 
purchase  and  care  of  books  and  periodicals 
in  the  field  of  chemistry. 


There  is  always  a  surplus  of  money  in  the 
community  where  the  Rockefellers  are  in  con¬ 
trol.  Their  gifts  come  not  only  periodically, 
but  ever  and  anon  when  necessity  requires. 
Their  latest  gift  is  $100,000  to  the  Newton 
Theological  Institution.  This  is  the  second 
gift  of  similar  amount  to  the  century-old 
Baptist  school  that  has  been  made  within  the 
past  month.  Mr.  Rockefeller’s  pledge  states 
that  he  will  pay  $100,000  to  the  seminary 
pro  rata  with  the  cash  contributions  of  other 
donors.  Though  this  pledge  is  made  on  con¬ 
dition,  there  is  scarcely  any  probability  of 
it  not  being  redeemed,  for  the  institution  will 
at  once  seek  other  contributors  who  will! 
assist  in  reaching  the  requirements  made  by 
this  large  gift. 
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International  Accord 


IT  REMAINS  to  be  seen  what  will  be  this  nation’s 
fixed  and  final  policy  in  the  matter  of  friendly  agree¬ 
ments  with  other  nations  to  the  end  that  war  shall 
be  forever  abolished  as  an  instrument  of  national  policy 
in  our  dealing  with  other  nations. 

Several  things  have  happened  recently  to  test  out  our 
willingness  to  enter  upon  relations  of  accord  with  such 
sincerity  of  purpose  as  will  leave  no  doubt  or  suspicion 
of  our  attitude.  Mr.  John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr.,  on  May 
10, 1927,  sent  to  France,  for  restoration  of  that  country’s 
landmarks  at  yersailles,  Fontainebleau,  and  Rheims, 
desecrated  and  wrecked  by  the  great  war,  the  sum  of 
$1,600,000.  Three  years  ago  Mr.  Rockefeller  sent  for 
the  same  purpose  another  $1,000,000.  Concerning  this 
former  gift,  he  wrote  to  Chairman  Jusserand,  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Supervision  of  Restoration:  “The  fund  then 
provided  has  now  been  mostly  expended.  The  results 
obtained  are  highly  gratifying,  thanks  to  the  wise  super¬ 
vision  and  untiring  efforts  of  the  committee  of  which  you 
are  chairman.”  Transmitting  this  latter  gift  of  $1,600,- 
000,  he  continues:  “The  burdens  France  has  been  carry¬ 
ing  are  heavy.  The*  fortitude  of  her  people  excites  ad¬ 
miration.  I  beg  you  to  regard  this  offer  as  a  sz/mbol  of 
the  deep  and  abiding  friendship  of  my  covmtrymen  for 
yours.”  To  which  replying,  M.  Jusserand,  the  noted 
Frenchman,  ex-ambassador  to  the  United  States,  replied : 
“Your  new  gift,  so  ample  that  it  will  allow  all  the  chief 
work  of  reconstruction  or  defense  against  time  to  be  per¬ 
fected,  is  accepted  with  deep  emotion.  The  whole  of 
France  now  and  later  will  bless  the  name  of  one  who  un¬ 
asked  and  simply  for  having  seen  the  danger,  came  to 
the  rescue  at  the  hour  when  it  was  most  needed  and  when 
we  could  do  the  least  for  ourselves.” 

On  April  6,  the  tenth  anniversary  of  our  entry  into 
the  World  War,  Foreign  Minister  Briand  of  France  did 
the  startling  act  of  sending  to  the  United  States  the 
statement  that  his  country  would  enter  into  a  mutual  pact 
with  ours  for  the  renunciation  of  war  between  the  two 
nations.  The  proposal  follows :  “For  those  whose  lives 
are  devoted  to  securing  this  living  reality  of  a  policy 
of  peace,  the  United  States  and  France  already  appear 
before  the  world  as  morally  in  full  agreement.  If  there 
were  need  for  these  two  great  democracies  to  give  high 
testimony  to  their  desire  for  peace  and  to  furnish  to  other 
peoples  an  example  more  solemn  still,  France  would  bo 
willing  to  subscribe  publicly  with  the  United  States  to 
any  mutual  engagement  tending  to  outlaw  war,  to  use 
an  American  expression,  as  between  these  two  countries. 
The  renunciation  of  war  as  an  instrument  of  national 
policy  is  a  conception  already  familiar  to  the  signatories 
to  the  covenant  of  the  League  of  Nations  and  of  the 
treaties  of  Locarno.  Every  engagement  entered  into  in 
this  spirit  by  the  United  States  toward  another  nation 
such  as  France  would  contribute  greatly  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world  to  broaden  and  strengthen  the  foundations  on 
which  the  international  policy  of  peace  is  being  erected. 
These  two  great  friendly  nations,  equally  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  peace,  would  furnish  to  the  world  the  best  illus¬ 


tration  of  the  truth  that  the  immediate  end  to  be  at¬ 
tained  is  not  so  much  disarmament  as  the  practical  appli¬ 
cation  of  peace  itself.”  Leading  Americans,  individuals 
and  groups  of  wide  influence,  are  in  consonance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Briand  proposal. 

Tending  in  the  same  direction  comes  Colonel  Lind¬ 
bergh’s  great  feat,  occasion  for  the  greatest  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  friendship  ever  exchanged  between  these  two 
countries.  That  event  has  been  seized  upon  by  many  as 
having  its  chief  value  internationally  in  being  a  harbinger 
of  good  will  between  the  two  nations.  Concerning  it, 
Robert  Underwood  Johnson,  our  former  Ambassador  to 
Rome,  has  written  to  Secretary  of  State  Kellogg,  saying: 
“Is  not  the  time  especially  propitious”  for  the  signing  of 
a  permanent  treaty  of  peace  between  France  and  the 
United  States,  “when  Captain  Lindbergh,  our  Ambassa- 
dor-at-Large  of  American  good  will,  has  demonstrated 
that  the  hatred  of  our  people  by  the  French  is  but  a 
myth.” 

Despite  these  and  other  gestures  of  international  good 
will  from  France  to  the  United  States,  Secretary  Kellogg 
has  seen  fit  only  to  indicate  by  personal  letter  to  Mr. 
Johnson  that  “relations  between  the  two  governments 
are  based  on  lasting  friendship  which  should  never  be 
broken,  pointing  out  that  the  Franco-American  Treaty 
of  1914  ‘for  advancement  of  peace’  embodies  that  friend¬ 
ship.  That  treaty,  which  continues  in  effect  indefinitely 
until  one  year  after  abrogation  by  either  party,  provides 
for  submission  to  a  commission  of  all  disputes  unsettled  by 
diplomacy  or  arbitrations.” 

The  secretary  will  point  out  that  Briand’s  suggestion, 
made  in  a  public  address,  has  not  been  submitted  to  the 
United  States  as  a  proposal  by  the  French  Government, 
but  that  this  “Government  is  willing  to  receive  and  cor¬ 
dially  consider  such  an  official  proposal  if  and  when  made.” 

Those  of  us  who  are  interested  intensely  in  the  con¬ 
structive  principle  of  international  accord  as  the  only 
basis  of  epduring  world  peace  are  hopeful  that  no  petty, 
self-conceited,  narrow  nationalism  such  as  is  sponsored  by 
the  provincial-minded  holier-than-thou  fant^ticals  shall 
intervene  in  this  situation  to  prevent  progress  in  outlawry 
of  the  war  enterprise.  While  M.  Briand  should  be  re¬ 
warded  by  distinguished  success  in  his  courageous  and 
morally  balanced  diplomatic  stroke,  it  is  gravely  doubt¬ 
ful  that  he  will  succeed. 

France  is  not  an  English-speaking  country,  and 
Frenchmen  are  not  Nordics.  Their  Celtic  blood  stands 
seriously  in  the  way  to  that  accord  which  is  the  essential 
basis  of  peace.  In  proportion  as  the  Nordic  myth  gains 
credence  or  even  favorable  consideration  in  the  councils 
of  the  dominant  white  nations  whose  history  of  biological 
fusion  is  not  closely  read  and  generally  known,  so  long 
will  there  be  reticence  in  their  rapprochement  with  other 
national  groups.  The  game  for  dominance  permanently 
by  the  “Nordic”  strains  in  world  affairs  is  on.  China 
knows  it.  So  does  Russia.  And  so  do  India  and  Japan. 
Will  France  be  disillusioned  early  and  learn  her  lesson 
also  ? 
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International  accord  is  a  requisite  as  the  basis  of  form  of  social  structure  or  the  character  of  its  institu 
enduring  peace,  but  its  condition  must  be  mutual  respect  tions.  And  no  such  nation  will  accept  an  inferior  place 
and  good  will  as  between  equals  and  not  on  the  ground  in  the  family  of  nations  unless  beaten  by  force  into  sub- 
of  condescension.  National  sovereignty  inheres  in  the  mission.  It  must  become  increasingly  evident  that  only 
very  existence  of  political  units  as  nations;  it  matters  the  moral  law  will  be  the  solvent  of  the  problems  that 
not  the  complexion  or  strains  of  its  population,  what  the  exist  between  nation  and  nation. 

A  Layman’s  Retrospect 

Of  the  Sixty-fourth  Session,  Delaware  Annual  Conference 
KEEP  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  ALIVE 

By  Jolley  T.  Harris 


The  sixty-fourth  session  of  the  Delaware  Annual 
Conference  is  now  history,  and  we  would  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  depict  the  many  notable  features  inci¬ 
dent  thereto  because,  no  doubt,  that  will  be  done  from 
the  pen  of  one  of  the  brilliant  members  of  that  body. 
However,  we  would  state  that  the  beautiful  Asbury  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Atlantic  City,  which  is  a  con¬ 
crete  demonstration  of  the  master  mind  of  a  master 
builder,  was  the  scene  of  this  assembly.  Dr.  A.  L. 
Martin,  S.T.D.,  the  Delaware  Conference  “Son  of 
Thimder,”  who  has  wrought  here  the  past  seventeen  years, 
was  the  entertaining  pastor,  and  Asbury  stands  as  a 
lasting  monument  to  his  memory.  On  his  own  request. 
Dr.  Martin  Was  changed  at  this  session  of  the  Conference. 

As  an  ordinary  layman  who  spent  four  days  at  the 
seat  of  this  Conference,  we  were  impressed  with  the  en¬ 
tire  procedure.  And  yet  there  was  one  outstanding 
feature  in  the  form  of  an  appeal  by  which  we  felt  an 
impression  which  just  seems  to  linger  in  our  memory; 
and  we  wonder  why,  in  view  of  such  adequate  facilities 
as  we  have,  that  such  life-sacrificing  appeals  year  in  and 
year  out  should  be  made  necessary. 

The  pages  of  history  are  dotted  with  the  names  of 
individuals  who  have  “spent”  themselves  in  advocating 
the  “cause’*  that  they  have  been  called  to  represent. 
Through  discouragements  and  seeming  loneliness  they 
have  pursued  their  course,  pleading  in  effort  after  effort 
to  lay  upon  the  hearts  of  the  people  the  rightness  of 
the  “cause.” 

Jesus,  the  Founder  of  the  Christian  religion,  spent 
Himself  advocating  the  principles  underlying  the  “cause” 
that  He  came  to  represent;  and  His  apostle,  St.  Paul, 
caught  His  spirit  and  gladly  spent  himself  ia  promul¬ 
gating  the  same  “cause.”  And  down  through  the  years 
other  men,  too  numerous  to  mention,  have  been  “fired” 
with  the  same  spirit  and  passion  and  have  gladly  spent 
themselves  in  espousing  the  principles  underlying  great 
causes,  the  interest  of  which  lay  heavily  upon  their  hearts. 

From  this  lajunan’s  point  of  view  there  appeared  at 
this  session  of  the  Conference  one  who  represents  a 
**cau8e,”  whose  soul  is  fired  with  the  rightness  of  the  cause, 
a  cause  of  vital  interest  to  the  race  in  general  and  to 
the  colored  constituency  of  the  church  in  particular.  And 
because  of  the  beneficent  interest  it  bears  to  the  race  as 
a  whole,  he  is  spending  and  willing  to  be  spent  for  its 
‘*life.”  As  we  listened  to  his  compassionate  plea  on  this 
occasion  (as  on  other  occasions)  for  a  more  liberal  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Southttestem  Christian  Advocate,  official  or¬ 
gan  of  the  great  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  the 
colored  constituency  thereof,  Jesus  appeared  before  our 
vision  as  He  stood  in  pity,  grieving  over  obstinate  Je¬ 


rusalem  in  the  long  ago,  and  His  Apostle  St.  Paul  in  his 
oft  pleadings  with  those  bigoted,  prejudice-minded  He¬ 
brews  of  his  time,  and  we  had  somewhat  of  the  conscious¬ 
ness  that  Christ  was  standing  with  him  and  the  spirit 
of  St.  Paul  hovered  near. 

Following  Dr.  King’s  appeal.  Dr.  Fred  ^H.  Butler  in¬ 
formed  the  Conference  that  “unless  the  Southwestern  is 
more  liberally  supported,  there  are  reasons  to  believe 
that  the  next  General  Conference  may  terminate  its  pub¬ 
lication.”  We  would  not  assume  to  advise  the  colored 
ministry,  nor  would  we  even  assume  to  offer  advice  to 
those  outstanding  laymen  of  vast  influence  and  power; 
and  yet,  we  believe  the  Southwestern  can  and  should  be 
kept  “alive”;  its  “death”  would  be  to  us  (I  speak  as  a 
common  layman  mingling  with  the  masses)  not  only  an 
irreparable  loss,  but  we  would  be  deprived  of  the  most 
potent  advocate  for  our  rights  as  citizens  and,  bereft 
of  our  only  own  church  news-bearing  agency.  The  South¬ 
western  has  not  been  given  a  square  deal;  it  has  not 
been  given  an  opportunity  to  prove  its  helpfulness ;  yea, 
its  spiritual  stimulus  to  the  masses  of  our  church  mem¬ 
bership,  because  it  has  not  been  (speaking  in  general 
terms)  sufficiently  tried.  Twenty  Conferences,  constit¬ 
uent  of  ministry  and  laity,  is  sufficient  to  keep  alive  one 
church-news-bearing  agency,  one  messenger  of  the  cross. 

For  the  continued  life  of  the  Southwestern  we  would 
venture  the  following  suggestions :  Let  there  be  appointed 
in  each  local  charge  throughout  the  twenty  colored  Con¬ 
ferences  a  “Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  Committee” 
to  aid  the  pastors  and  at  stated  periods,  say  once  each 
quarter,  put  on  a  Southwestern  “rally”  at  a  service  when 
most  people  are  present,  this  “rally”  to  consume  say 
fifteen  or  not  more  than  twenty  minutes,  using  say  five 
to  seven  minutes  to  lay  the  claims  of  the  Southwestern 
on  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  the  remainder  in  which 
to  take  subscriptions.  It  might  not  be  out  of  place  if 
the  next  General  Conference  should  make  this  or  a  similar 
plan  mandatory,  the  same  as  it  makes  other  educational 
provisions.  Next  we  would  suggest  that  each  local,  dis¬ 
trict,  and  Conference  lay  members’  associations  give  the 
interest  of  the  Southwestern  a  prominent  place  in  their 
meeting  and  convention  programs.  Our  impression  is 
that  such  a  scheme  as  suggested  would  back  up  the  editor 
and  strengthen  his  heart  as  he  stands  in  the  “front-line” 
trenches  with  bared  breast  to  an  adverse  public  opinion. 
If  this  should  prove  successful  and  the  Southwestern  is 
given  a  wider  reading  among  the  laity,  more  enlighten¬ 
ment  will  be  engendered  upon  the  polity  and  program  of 
the  church,  and  World  Service  and  all  other  interests 
will  be  more  liberally  supported. 

Keep  the  Southwestern  alive ! 


June  30,  1927 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Our  Wesleyan  Inheritance 
By  Bishop  William  F.  Anderson 


t 


The  problem  of  problems  is  to  get  the  principles 
of  Christianity  put  into  practice.”  So  declares. 
John  Wesley,  and  about  this  basic  principle  he 
built  the  manifold  activities  of  his  great  and  wonderful 
life.  In  his  day  the  controversial  spirit  was  rampant  even 
as  it  is  in  certain  quarters  in  our  own  day. 

John  Wesley  was  one  of  the  most  tolerant  of  men,  but 
he  found  it  difficult  to  be  tolerant  toward  the  waste  of 
time  and  energy  involved  in  fruitless  theological  discus¬ 
sion.  His  answer  was  unequivocal — “Mere  opinions,”  he 
declared,  “are  of  little  account.”  The  charge  was  brought 
against  him  that  he  followshiped  with  men  of  widely  di¬ 
vergent  opinions.  He  replied — “As  Methodists  we  think 
and  let  think,”  and  again,  “I  desire  a  league  offensive  and 
defensive  with  every  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ.”  To  all  who 
desired  to  see  the  principles  of  Christianity  put  into  prac¬ 
tice  he  threw  down  the  challenge — “If  thy  heart  be  toward 
me,  as  my  heart  is  toward  thee,  then  give  me  thy  hand.” 
By  the  same  token  he  organized  his  societies  without  ever 
raising  the  question  as  to  doctrinal  beliefs — a  most  re¬ 
markable  tribute  to  the  breadth  of  a  man’s  spirit  at  that 
hour  of  history.  He  is  easily  one  of  the  broadest  men  of 
all  the  Christian  centuries. 


Now  it  is  incumbent  upon  his  followers  to  safeguard 
this  inheritance  and  to  pass  it  on  to  future  generations. 
The  vital  thing  is  not  whether  a  man  be  conservative  or 
progressive.  Wesley  himself  was  strikingly  progressive; 
but  if  a  man  be  so  constituted  that  he  can  serve  better 
from  the  conservative  point,  well  and  good.  Let  him  so 
proceed.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  a  fuss  on  all 
occasions  if  some  other  man  of  equal  sincerity  finds  him¬ 
self  fitting  more  congenially  into  the  progressive  inter¬ 
pretation.  This  was  ever  our  founder’s  unfailing  attitude. 
Methodism  is  big  enough  and  broad  enough  for  men  of  all 
shades  of  opinion.  The  essential  thing  is  for  every  man 
to  give  himself  without  stint  to  the  business  of  ^‘getting 
the  principles  of  Christianity  put  into  practice.”  The 
persistent,  insistent,  controversial,  and  divisive  spirit 
manifesting  itself  in  some  quarters  of  our  church  today 
is  to  be  greatly  deplored.  It  is  unmethodistic,  unchris¬ 
tian,  out-of-date. 


It  is  a  good  time  for  men  of  all  shades  of  belief,  of  tem¬ 
peraments,  of  theological  opinion  to  hark  back  to  that 
great  saying — “The  problem  of  problems  is  to  get  the 
principles  of  Christianity  put  into  practice.”  To  secure 
that  is  our  chief  and  only  business.  To  realize  that  great 
desideratum  in  our  own  lives  and  to  promote  it  in  the  lives 
of  our  fellows,  in  all  laws,  all  institutions,  all  classes,  all 
interest,  all  practices,  all  nations  and  throughout  the 
world,  is  the  big  business  in  which  Methodism  is  engaged. 

In  the  face  of  such  a  challenge  the  undue  exaltation  of 
mere  opinions  and  the  defense  of  mere  human  tradition  is 
childish,  and  an  anachronism  at  this  time  of  day.  The 
main  chance  for  each  of  us  is  to  get  the  principles  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  put  into  practice — nothing  else  matters. 


The  Treaty  With  France 

j^f"W^HE  proposal  of  Foreign  Minister  Bkiand,  made 
^  I  informally  in  a  speech  on  April  6,  calling  for  a 
treaty  with  the  United  States  outlawing  war  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  has  now  passed  the  informal  stage. 


M.  Briand  has  formally  suggested  the  desire  of  the  French 
government  to  conclude  such  a  treaty  with  the  United 
States. 

This  proposal  takes  on  increased  practical  impor¬ 
tance  from  the  fact  that  in  less  than  nine  months  the 
present  existing  arbitration  treaty  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions  expires.  Before  February  28,  1928,  there  must  be 
some  new  treaty  drawn  up.  That  necessity  raises  the 
eager  query  in  both  nations.  Why  not  seize  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  a  real  forward  step.^ 

The  suggested  model  treaty  drafted  by  professors  at 
Columbia  University  gives  added  impetus  to  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  an  arbitration  treaty.  The  two  nations  'at  this 
time  can  do  an  ordinary  routine  thing  simply  by  renew¬ 
ing  the  present  treaty.  Or  in  courage  and  faith  they 
can  rise  and  do  a  thing  of  a  size  and  spirit  to  match  the 
need  of  the  hour.  Probably  never  before  has  there  been 
a  more  favorable  atmosphere  of  good  will  between  the 
two  nations,  due  in  no  small  part  to  the  unique  services 
of  Ambassador  Lindbeegh.  The  time  is  right  for  a 
treaty  which  will  make  war  as  a  national  policy  as  illegal 
as  it  is  now  undesirable  both  to  Frenchmen  and  Americans. 
Such  a  treaty  will  do  much  more  than  merely  strengthen 
the  ancient  ties  of  friendship  between  France  and  Amer¬ 
ica;  it  will  be  a  step  towards  that  final  outlawry  of  war 
between  nations  to  which  the  world  must  come! 

“God  Save  Us  From  Dependence  on 
Temporal  Power” 

SIR-  HENRY  LUNN,  one  of  the  leading  laymen  of 
British  Methodism  and  an  ardent  worker  for  church 
unity,  on  his  return  to  London  a  few  weeks  ago  from 
an  extensive  tour  of  the  United  States,  gave  an  interview, 
published  in  The  Methodist  Times,  London,  on  conditions 
in  America.  The  following  comment  on  the  change  made 
in  the  Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
1872  furnishes  interesting  reading  in  this  day  of  such 
extensive  church  building  in  Methodism : 

“Methodism  is  amazingly  powerful  in  America,  and  if  it  can 
repress  the  boasting  of  its  ‘Babbitts’  and  can  guard  against  the 
dan^r  that  comes  to  any  church  from  excessive  temporal  power, 
it  will  continue  to  be,  as  it  has  been  in  the  post,  a  mighty  weapon 
for  the  advancement  of  natimial  righteousness.  The  great  danger 
of  American,  as  of  British,  Methodism  is  set  out  in  a  strildng  passage 
inserted  by  tbe  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference  of  1874  in  the 
Discipline:  ‘Let  all  our  chapels  be  built  plain  and  decent,  but  not 
nrore  expensive  than  is  absolutely  unavoidable;  otherwise  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  raising  money  will  make  rich  men  necessary  to  us.  But  if  so, 
we  must  be  dependent  upon  them,  yea,  and  governed  by  them.  And 
then  farewell  to  the  Methodist  Discipline  if  not  doctrine  too.’ 

“At  the  Conference  of  1872  American  Methodism  decided  to  re¬ 
move  this  dangerous  reflection  on  its  rich  men,  and  revised  this  pas¬ 
sage  to  read  simply:  ‘Let  all  our  chapels  be  built  plain  and  decent, 
and  with  free  seats  wherever  practicable,  and  not  more  expensive 
than  is  absolutely  unavoidable.’  Ab$it  omen!  Whether  Metn^lsm 
on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic  can  be  saved  from  that  terrible  de¬ 
pendence  on  rich  men  is  the  gravest  question  that  confrcmts  our  com¬ 
munion  on  both  continents,  Europe  and  America.  May  God  save  us 
from  that  dependence  upon  temporal  power  in  the  new  form.” 


Motto 

CURRENT  neat  little  parody  supplies  a  fitting 
motto  for  the  modem  school  of  debunking  biog¬ 
raphy  : 


“Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us 
We  can  write  about  the  great. 

And  departing,  leave  behind  us 

Proofs  that  we  were  second-rate.”  L. 
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PATRIOTISM  is  one  of  ,^5 
those  generous  words  which 
covers  a  multitude  of.  sins 
as  well  as  genuine  virtues.  Havelock 
Ellis  was  only  partially  right  when  he 
made  the  grudging  admission  that  pa¬ 
triotism  was  a  virtue — among  bar¬ 
barians.  John  Ruskin  claimed  that 
“Patriotism  is  an  absurd  prejudice 
founded  on  an  extended  selfishness.*^ 

Another  Englishman,  Clut- 
ton-Brock,  analyzed  this 
emotion  as  collective  ego¬ 
tism.  It  is  bad  taste  in 
good  society  to  indulge  in 
personal  boasting.  Of 
course  it  is  done,  just  as 
some  people  eat  with  their 
knives,  but  it  has  well-rec¬ 
ognized  social  conse¬ 
quences.  However,  to  boast 
of  America,  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the 
brave,  is  a  patriotic  duty.  Every  son  of  that  fair  land 
rightfully  shares  in  those  encomiums. 

But  all  patriotism  is  not  extended  egotism.  May  we 
pass  in  review  a  few  types  of  the  emotion  as  commonly 
found?  We  all  display  what  may  be  called  a  sentimental 
patriotism.  For, 

“Breathes  there  a  man  with  soul  so  dead, 

Who  never  to  himself  hath  said. 

This  is  my  own,  my  native  land!’” 

Distance  only  lends  to  its  enchantment.  It  was  the  ex¬ 
iled  Jew  in  Babylonia  who  sang,  “O  Jerusalem,  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  if  I  forget  thee,  let  my  right  hand  lose  its  cunning ; 
let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth,  if  I  re¬ 
member  not  thee  above  my  chief  joy.”  Well  do  I  re¬ 
member  a  Fourth  of  July  spent  in  Peking,  China,  many 
years  ago.  For  days  I  had  been  in  the  midst  tjf  strange 
people  and  unaccustomed  sights.  On^this  hot  evening  I 
sat  on  a  lawn  in  the  Methodist  mission  compound,  for  all 
the  world  like  a  bit  of  America  thrust  down  in  the  midst 
of  Asia.  Chinese  dragons  make  impressive  figures  when 
carved  on  Buddhist  temples,  but  the  figure  carved  in  my 
heart  was  an  American  eagle.  “O  America,”  I  thought, 
“if  I  forget  thee,  let  my  right  hand  lose  its  cunning.  .  .  .” 

The  Love  of  Home  and  Clan 


Creative  Patriotism 


Some  Christian  Ideals  for  the 
Fourth  of  July 
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but  mj  country,  right  or  wrong.” 

The  true  patriot  will,  on  the  con- 
trary,  reply  with  Lord  Acton,  a 
noble  Roman  Catholic,  **It  must 
always  be  wrong  to  do  wrong.” 

We  would  add,  it  is  worst  of  all 

for  my  nation  to  do  wrong,  for  I  must  share  in  that  re¬ 
sponsibility  and  guilt.  The  greatest  task  of  Christian  ble  citizens  to-day, 
patriotism  is  never  to  defeat  an  enemy;  it  is  to  defeat 
the  enmity.  “My  country,  right  or  wrong”  only  in¬ 
creases  the  bitter  hostility  arising  from  injustice. 

Sporting  patriots  clamor  for  troops  to  “clean  up 
Mexico”  and  proclaim  the  obligations  which  we  should 
carry  out  by  means  of  gunboats  and  marines  to  protect 
property  and  restore  order  in  China.  Constructive  pa¬ 
triots  see  in  the  acute  situation  arising  in  the  Far  East 
a  condition  of  tension  which 
can  only  be  met  by  mutual 
respect  and  good  will.  Jus- 
tice  has  slight  chance  where  |® 

the  desire  to  win  rules  un-  ^ 

restrained.  We  will  defeat  ' 

the  enmity  between  us  and 
foreign  nations. 


I  'VVHHHffJtf  fathers  when  it  was  the  like  of 

^  us  who  slew  them.  John  Hancock 

would  probably  be  persecuted  by 
our  metropolitan  dailies  as  a  Bol- 
shevist  if  he  lived  to-day.  When 
.  consider  the  horror  which  is 

created  by  revolutionists  in  the  minds  of  many  respecta- 
,  it  is  worth  remembering  that  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  proclaimed  that  very  right. 
We  should  not  be  forgetful  that  lives  and  property  of 
others  were  endangered  by  our  own  glorious  revolution. 


The  Creative  Patriotism  of  1776 

To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  past  goes  over  im¬ 
perceptibly  into  the  perpetuation  of  the  past  itself.  It 
is  much  easier  to  engrave  the  Declaration  of  Independence 

upon  tablets  of  bronze  than 
faith.  It  is 
instructive  to  reflect  on  this 
of  its 


anniversary  of  its  sigmng 
the  state  of  affairs  calling 
for  the  momentous  docu¬ 
ment.  ^Fifty-six  represent¬ 
atives  of  American  colonies 
were  in  session  a  little  over 
a  year  after  hostilities  had 
broken  out  with  the  mother 
country.  They  unan- 
imously  signed  the  docu¬ 
ment  drawn  up  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  which  declared 
that  as  men  if'ere  free  and 
equal,  they  ought  not  to 
suffer  further  wrongs,  but 
should  henceforth  be  inde¬ 
pendent.  One  may  well  ask 
what  this  had  to  do  with 
the  quarrel  over  taxation 
without  representation?  It 
was  truly  a  radical  step, 
and  there  were  plenty  of 
particularly  the  pros- 
perous  men,  who  insisted 
that  our  only  object  was  to 
preserve  the  past.  They 
were  not  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independ- 
f  ence.  History  calls  them 

Tories,  and  they  do  not  oc¬ 
cupy  the  chief  seats  in  the 
nal  heroes.  The  bold  men  who  signed 
endeavoring,  not  to  preserve  the  past, 
er  future.  The  need  in  1776  was  for 
and  there  is  the'  same  need  in  1927. 
ch  has  its  eyes  on  to-morrow  rather 
he  patriotism  that  is  vital.  To-mor- 
or  worse.  Yesterday  has  told  its 


not  by 

beating  them,  but  by  doing 
justly,  loving  mefcy,  and 
walking  humbly  with  the 
God  of  all  humanity. 

“The  Sons  and  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  Past” 

There  is  another  type 
of  patriotism  which,  for 
want  of  a  better  name,  may 
be  styled  remiruscent  patri¬ 
otism.  The  organizations 
are  legion  who  unite  their 
members  under  some  varia¬ 
tion  of  the  title,  “The  Sons 
and  Daughters  of  the 
Past.”  Unless  they  per¬ 
petuate  sectional  feeling, 
little  objection  can  be 
taken  to  the  desire  of  a 
group  to  cherish  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  great  periods  and 
events  in  our  history. 

Nevertheless,  we  should 
not  blind  ourselves  to  the 
dangers  in  a  predominat¬ 
ingly  reminiscent  patriotism.  The  past  might  always 
have  been  better.  It  is  perilous  to  embalm  heroes  and 
causes  of  old  in  a  holy  sanctity  if  we  expect  to  preserve 
untarnished  our  scientific  love  of  truth.  Every  teacher 
of  American  history  knows  the  difficulty  of  displacing  the 
patriotic  legends  which  have  been  woven  about  even  our 
past  with  the  soberer,  impartial  facts.  He  does  so  at 
the  risk  of  being  labeled  pro-EngfUsh,  unpatriotic,  or 
some  other  vicious  epithet.  One  of  the  greatest  collective 
sins  of  the  nations  lies  in  the  teaching  of  their  own  history 
to  the  end  of  glorifying  themselves  instead  of  glorifying 
the  truth.  No  American  could  conscientiously  teach  the 
patriotic  perversions  of  history  which  Japan  foists  upon 
jKorean  schools,  but  let  the  nation  that  is  without  sin 
cast  the  first  stone! 

It  is  so  easy  to  build  monuments  for  the  tombs  of 


What  do  we  need  to  keep  the  nation  whole 
T o  guard  the  pillars  of  the  State?  We 
need 

The  fine  audacities  of  honest  deed; 
The  homely  old  integrities  of  soul; 

The  swift  temerities  that  take  the  part 
Of  outcast  right — the  wisdom  of  the  heart. 


We  need  the  Cromwell  fire  to  make  us  feel 
The  common  burden  and  the  public 
trust 

To  he  a  thing  as  sacred  and  august 
As  the  white  vigil  where  the  angels  kneel. 
We  need  the  faith  to  go  a  path  untrod. 
The  power  to  he  alone  and  vote  with  God. 

— Edwin  Makkham. 


men, 


An  America  True  to  Its  Democratic  Faith 

We  need  to  create  an  America  which  is  true  to  its 
democratic  faith.  The  old,  simple  frontier  days  are  gone 
for  good,  and  likewise  the  simple  faith  of  the  Declaration 
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of  Independence  that  all  men  are  created  free  and  equal. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  are  created  bound  and  unequal. 
Inner  freedom  may  be  attained,  but  equality  is  to  be 
found  nowhere  here  below.  Even  equality  of  opportunity 
is  a  specious  substitute,  for  opportunities  never  can  be 
made  equal  for  unequal  abilities.  If  democracy  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  literal  accuracy  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  we  might  as  well  strike  its  colors  now. 
But  the  essence  of  democracy  is  not  equality.  It  is  the 
mutual  respect  of  each  for  the  other.  It  is  the  recogni¬ 
tion  by  the  bank  president  that  the  work  of  the  digger 
of  ditches  is  likewise  a  necessary  part  of  our  civilized  life. 
Existence  must  be  made  tolerable  and  worthy  for  every 
individual  as  he  fulfills  the  task  for  which  he  is  fitted. 
No  task  shall  be  closed  to  anyone  by  any  door  except  his 
own  lesser  capacity.  The  essence  of  democracy  is  mutual 
respect  for  the  ri^^ts  of  every  personality.  The  social 
struggle  of  our  time  is  fought  out  on  the  thousand  and 
one  battlefields  where  that  faith  is  put  to  test. 

Creative  patriotism  must  likewise  evolve  a  new  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  nations  of  the  worfd.  The  scientific 
mastery  of  the  natural  world  has  brought  about  an  inter¬ 
dependence  of  all  peoples.  We  continue,  however,  our 
exclusive  patriotisms  which  ignore  the  developing  world 
neighborhood.  Our  forefathers  declared  their  independ¬ 
ence  before  they  won  it.  We  need  to  declare  the  inter¬ 


dependence  which  has  already  come  into  being.  The  out¬ 
standing  problem  of  our  time  concerns  the  organizing  of 
this  interdependence  in  the  interest  of  mutual  understand¬ 
ing  and  world  peace.  No  nation  has  a  right  to  go  back 
to  dependence  upon  an  alien  power,  for  national  self¬ 
development  is  a  prerequisite  of  genuine  peace.  But  we 
do  need  above  disputing  peoples  authorities  which  owe 
allegiance  to  no  cause  but  that  of  justice  and  hiunanity. 
The  dying  words  of  Edith  Cavell,  the  Belgian  nurse,  must 
not  fade  from  our  memory,  “In  the  face  of  God  and  eter¬ 
nity,  I  realize  that  patriotism  is  not  enough.” 

The  League  of  Nations  and  the  World  Court  strike 
a  cold  response  in  the  minds  of  most  Americans  to-day. 
The  departure  of  contingents  of  marines  to  China  and 
Nicaragua  captures  the  imagination  of  the  American 
people  much  more  than  M.  Briand’s  proposal  to  outlaw 
any  future  war  between  France  and  the  United  States. 
Zealous  fanatics  are  busy  cataloging  for  stigma  the  na¬ 
tion’s  leaders  for  peace  and  international  co-operation. 
Creative  patriots  certainly  face  a  herculean  task  if  this 
generation  is  to  be  worthy  of  the  heritage  of  our  revo¬ 
lutionary  fathers.  The  fight  for  interdependence  does 
not  call  for  the  killing  of  men’s  bodies,  but  for  the  reor¬ 
ganization  of  their  minds  about  new  ideals.  It  means  the 
growth  of  a  new  patriotism  more  in  harmony  with  the 
worship  of  the  one  God  of  humanity. 


Speaking  of  Propaganda— 

The  Present  Campaign  to  Create  Despair  and  Panic  Among  Temperance  Forces 


By  Bishop  Ernest  G.  Richardson 


Men  have  always  desired  to  propagate  their  be-  way  that  never  was  true  until  fifteen  years  ago.  Another 
liefs,  so  that  propaganda  is  probably  as  old  as  contributing  cause  to  the  widespread  systematic  propa- 
the  human  race.  There  have  always  been  groups  ganda  of  the  present  time  is  the  increased  means  of  propa- 
of  enthusiasts  who  have  systematically  banded  themselves  ganda.  Only  a  short  while  ago  President  Coolidge  spoke 
together  to  extend  their  doctrines.  The  propaganda  of  in  Washington.  By  means  of  the  radio,  through  its 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  for  instance,  is  an  or-  many  hooked-up  stations,  hundreds  of  millions  of  people 


ganization  several  hundred  years 
old.  But  propaganda  as  a 
science  received  a  great  impetus 
during  the  Great  War.  As  soon 
as  the  war  broke  out  every  nation 
involved  in  it  sought  to  justify  its 
position.  All  of  the  years  of  the 
war  a  thoroughly  organized  prop¬ 
aganda  was  carried  on  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  to  make  their 
own  side  seem  to  be  triumphing. 
Falsehoods  were  freely  told  and 
small  victories  were  greatly  over¬ 
stated.  No  means  was  neglected 
to  justify  the  position  of  each  na¬ 
tion,  to  villify  its  opponents,  and 
to  make  non-combatant  nations 
believe  that  victory  was  certain 
for  the  side  that  was  sending  out 
the  news.  The  close  of  the  war 
did  not  bring  a  cessation  of  this 
propaganda.  The  world  seems  to 
have  become  so  accustomed  to  it 
that  it  has  continued  its  use  in  a 


“Stick  to  the  Simple  Gospel—” 

ARE  perpetually  being  told  that 
r  r  the  church  must  stay  out  of  politics. 
There  is  enough  truth  in  this  to  make 
it  sound  plausible.  The  church,  as  a 
church,  has  no  right  to  dictate  to  its  mem¬ 
bers  how  they  should  vote  on  purely  po¬ 
litical  questions.  But  the  church,  as  an 
organized  leader  of  righteousness,  has 
every  right  to  declare  itself  on  moral 
questions  that  are  before  the  public.  Most 
of  this  talk  about  the  preacher  sticking 
to  theology  is  for  the  purpose  of  weaken¬ 
ing  the  churches  influence  in  the  lines  of 
moral  reform.  By  the  plausible  argu¬ 
ments  that  are  put  up,  many  are  criticiz¬ 
ing  some  denominations  and  some  inter¬ 
denominational  agencies  that  have  every 
right  to  take  the  stand  that  they  are  tak¬ 
ing  for  righteousness  and  cleanliness.  . 


in  every  portion  of  the  globe 
could  have  heard  his  words. 
This  is  simply  one  illustration  ofjS 
the  ease  with  which  those  who  de-  ~ 
sire  to  get  their  doctrines  spread 
abroad  may  do  so.  All  of  the  new 
agencies  of  propaganda  are  being 
used  freely  by  enthusiasts  for 
every  cause.  Unless  we  are  on  the 
alert,  we  are  frequently  deceived 
by  propaganda  without  even 
knowing  that  we  have  been  listen¬ 
ing  to  it.  Over  the  radio,  at  the  • 
movies,  in  the  cartoons,  at  Chau¬ 
tauqua  lectures,  through  the 
newspapers,  insidious  propaganda 
is  being  carried  forward.  We 
need  to  read  and  to  listen  with 
great  alertness  if  we  are  to  avoid 
being  led  astray. 

The  special  purpose  of  this^ 
article  is  to  call  attention  to  som^Pl^ 
false  and  some  misleading  propa¬ 
ganda  that  is  being  circulated  by 
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well-organized  opposition 
to  the  Eighteenth  Amend¬ 
ment  and  the  Volstead  Act. 

fSo  successfully  have  they 
foisted  their  false  and  mis¬ 
leading  statements  upon 
the  public,  that  miiltitudes 
of  well-meaning  people  have 
been  deceived.  This  is  the 
purpose  of  the.  propa¬ 
ganda.  If  a  feeling  of 
hopelessness  can  be  engen¬ 
dered  among  those  who 
favor  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment,  there  will  be 
hope  of  its  repeal.  If  the 
great  dry  masses  can  be 
led  to  believe  that  this 
amendment  to  the  Consti¬ 
tution  is  not  enforceable, 
the  enforcing  act  will  be 
very  greatly  modified. 

These  are  the  aims  of  the 
propagandists  in  question. 

Many  of  them  will  stop  at 
nothing  to  produce  hope¬ 
lessness  and  despair  among 
the  temperance  forces. 

One  of  the  misleading 
statements  that  has  been 
repeated  so  frequently  that  multitudes  believe  it,  is  that  consumed  to-day  than  before  pro] 
the  Eighteenth  Amendment  was  inaugurated  and  carried  appear  so"  frequent  recently  as  it 
to  completion  while  two  million  voters  were  in  Europe.  It  is  hard  for  anybody  to  believ< 
Even  if  this  were  true,  it  constitutes  a  libel  on  the  two  made  without  a  knowledge  of  its 
million  young  men  who  went  to  fight.  What  right  has  be  credulous  indeed  to  believe  tha 
anybody  to  infer  that  these  young  men,  a  vast  majority  of  making  and  distributing  liquor 
of  them  from  temperance  homes,  would  have  voted  un-  ture  and  circulate  even  a  tithe 
favorably  to  the  proposed  Eighteenth  Amendment  if  brewed  and  distilled  by  all  of  the  1 

they  had  been  at  home.?  It  should  also  be  remembered  in  the  country,  as  well  as  by  th< 

that  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  was  originated  by  the  of  alcoholic  days. 

Congress  that  was  fuUy  elected  «vc  months  before  war  Vast  numbers  of  our  people  1 
was  declared.  One  third  of  the  Senate  that  Toted  to  send 

down  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  States  was  elected  i  n  •  .  •  i  •. 

in  1912;  one  third  was  elected  in  1914;  the  remaining  mtoxicatmg  was  arbitrar 

third  was  elected  in  1916.  Only  twenty  of  the  senators,  ^  weig  t  un  er  t 

^  all  elected  before  war  was  declared,  voted  against  the  ®  *  emen  as  en  ma  e  so  man 

submission  of  the  amendment.  In  the  House  two  thirds  S®*^®ra  y  accepte  as  t  e  trut 

of  the  members  elected  five  months  before  we  declared  war  ®  ^ ^  ^ 

voted  to  submit  it.  It  is  certainly  misleading,  and  a  de-  ®™I^rance  ^  ana  ics 

liberate  attempt  to  mislead,  to  say  that  the  Eighteenth  iqui  con  aining  one  a  o  one 

weight  was  intoxicating.  I  hav< 

Amendment  was  put  over  when  two  million  citizens  were  ,  ,  ,  , 

j.  person  who  knows  when  the  law  w 

engaged  in  other  business  and  therefore  unaware  of  what  i.  v  -j  •  i  •  i.-  j  . 

°  °  .  such  liquids  intoxicating,  and  at 

was  appemng.  passed.  The  facts  are  that  i 

Another  misleading  and  deceptive  statement  that  re-  War  Revenue  Act,  this  standard 

ceives  wide  publicity  is  the  howl  against  the  enormous  sions  by  the  Treasury  Departmen 

expense  involved  in  the  attempt  to  enforce  the  Volstead  ard-as  constituting  intoxicating 

Act.  I  read  regularly  a  presumably  decent  and  honorable  many  times  during  the  years  sine 

paper.  Twice  in  the  last  four  days  before  this  article  hibition  was  not  in  effect  in  1868. 

was  written  an  editorial  has  appeared  in  that  paper  upon  fanatics  at  that  time  sufficiently  n 

this  subject.  The  facts  are  that  the  expense  of  enforc-  that  law  to  be  passed.  The  law 

ing  the  act  is  practically  negligible.  When  you  deduct  mand  of  the  liquor  interests.  Ha^ 

the  fines  collected  and  the  value  of  property  seized  and  was  leyied  to  help  pay  the  expense 

•  sold,  the  expense  of  enforcement  either  disappears  or  demanded  the  protection  afforded 
nearly  reaches  the  vanishing  point.  Those  who  make  this  is  hard  to  believe  that  many  of  th 
statement  will,  of  course,  call  attention  to  the  vast  sums  ing  that  this  alcoholic  content  we 
that  would  be  secured  by  license,  if  the  license  system  about  six  years  ago,  and  origins 


were  stm  in  vogue.  Be¬ 
cause  this  money  is  not  re¬ 
ceived  as  taxes,  they  debit 
it  as  a  part  of  the  expense 
of  prohibition.  They  en¬ 
tirely  fail  to  mention  the 
vast  savings  caused  by  pro¬ 
hibition.  .Prof.  Irving 
Fisher  says  that  since  pro¬ 
hibition  went  into  effect 
more  than  six  billion  dol¬ 
lars  a  year  has  been  added 
to  our  national  wealth  that 
otherwise  would  have  been 
wasted.  Mr.  Babson  esti¬ 
mates  two  billion  dollars 
annually  are  saved  because 
of  prohibition.  The  fact 
is,  that  from  any  honest 
viewpoint  prohibition  is  not 
an  expense,  but  an  eco¬ 
nomic  asset. 


IT'S  THE  ONLV 
THIS*  THAT 
WltC  SAVE! 

voua 

I  LIFf  , 


New  fork  EtraU  Tfihuu 

A  FRANTIC  INSISTENCE  ON  A  DRINK 
One  of  AmerUsoIe  Favorite  Cortooniete,  J.  N.  Darling  (“Ding”) 
Taket  a  Whirl  at  the  Frenzied  Propaganda  of  One  of  the 
Mott  Indnetrioue  “Wett” 
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of  temperance  fanatics,  do  not  know  that  they  are  de¬ 
claring  an  untruth.  If  they  are  ignorant,  their  igno¬ 
rance  is  inexcusable,  as  the  facts  are  so  easily  secured. 

The  “Poisoned  Liquor”  Smoke  Screen 

Another  very  popular  appeal  in  the  attempt  to  un¬ 
dermine  law  enforcement  is  the  demand  that  poison  be 
taken  out  of  alcohol  intended  for  commercial  uses.  It 
is  repeatedly  stated  or  inferred  that  the  presence  of  this 
poison  in  commercial  alcohol  is  due  to  the  Volstead  Act. 
One  of  the  great  newspapers  of  the  country  boasted  that 
it  was  the  leader  in  the  demand  that  poison  be  taken  out 
of  alcohol  that  was  intended  for  commercial  use.  It  de¬ 
clared  that  it  had  been  making  this  demand  for  ten 
months.  Why  did  it  wait  twenty  years  before  it  started 
to  demand  this  reform?  Poison  was  put  in  alcohol  in¬ 
tended  for  commercial  purposes  over  twenty  years  ago 
and  has  been  there  ever  since.  The  dye,  artificial  silk, 
paint,  and  many  other  industries  are  demanding  that  wood 
alcohol  as  a  denaturant  remain  in  the  alcohol  that  is  pur¬ 
chased  by  them.  Those  who  try  to  arouse  sympathy 
because  a  few  hundred  people  died  from  the  use  of  poi¬ 
soned  alcohol  forget  to  mention  the  thousands  who  died 
in  former  years  annually  because  of  the  use  of  alcohol 
that  was  not  called  poisonous.  The  propagandists  also 
fail  to  mention  that  the  placing  of  poison  in  commercial 
alcohol  is  accepted  the  world  around.  England,  France, 
and  Germany  can  hardly  be  called  prohibition  countries. 
The  majority  of  the  voters  in  those  countries  could 
hardly  be  termed  temperance  fanatics.  Yet  in  all  of  them 
deadly  poison  is  placed  in  commercial  alcohol. 

The  news  about  political  events  that  is  carried  gen¬ 
erally  is  misleading.  Before  the  last  general  election,  the 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  much  of  the  news  was  that 
the  Congress  then  to  be  elected  was  pretty  certain  to 
have  a  wet  majority.  This  prediction  was  made  in  a 
number  of  papers  published  in  foreign  countries  because 
of  the  news  items  telegraphed  from  America.  The  facts 
are  that  the  next  Congress  has  a  clear  dry  majority  in 
the  House  of  about  two  hundred.  The  Senate  in  the  next 
Congress  will  have  a  dry  majority  of  about  fifty.  It  was 
frequently  predicted  that  the  congressional  session  just 
closed  would  either  weaken  the  Volstead  Act  or  do  noth¬ 
ing  about  it.  In  reality,  that  Congress  passed  the  Pro¬ 
hibition  United  Reorganization  Bill  intended  to  strengthen 
the  enforcement  of  the  law.  In  order  to  get  this  bill 
through  the  Senate,  the  cloture  rule  had  to  be  used.  Every 
informed  person  knows  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  the  Senate 
to  use  this  rule.  It  did  so  in  this  case,  and  wheil  the  vote 
was  finally  taken,  only  six  senators  voted  against  the  bill. 

Another  great  misleading  statement  is  the  perpetual 
howl  that  is  being  raised  against  undercover  acts  in  pro¬ 
hibition  enforcement.  No  one  questions  that  undercover 
methods  are  necessary  in  the  enforcement  of  other  laws. 
In  order  to  detect  a  criminal  forger,  or  thief,  or  murderer, 
undercover  methods  are  not  denounced.  But  when  they 
are  used  to  try  to  detect  a  violator  of  the  Volstead  Act 
a  terrible  howl  is  raised. 

Distorting  the  Facts  of  Last  Year’s  Vote 

To  read  many  of  the  newspapers  that  have  the  great¬ 
est  circulation,  one  would  be  led  to  believe  that  the  pre¬ 
dominant  sentiment  of  our  country  is  wet.  The  facts  do 
not  bear  out  this  assumption.  A  great  deal  was  made  a 
short  while  ago  of  the  vote  on  the  wet  question  submitted 
to  the  voters  in  New  York  State.  The  fact  is  that  less 


than  one  half  of  the  registered  vote  last  fall  in  the  State 
of  New  York  was  cast  on  the  wet  side.  The  registered 
vote  last  fall  Ws  3,617,915.  One  half  of  this  would 
have  been  1,808,957.  The  aflSrmative  on  the  question 
against  prohibition  submitted  was  1,666,227.  Of  those 
who  actually  voted,  786,682  did  not  vote  on  this  ques¬ 
tion.  A  fair  presumption  is,  that  all  the  wets  who  voted 
at  the  election  voted  yes.  Those  who  did  not  vote  were 
either  indifferent  to  the  question  or  satisfied  with  the 
present  law.  In  Rlinois  last  fall  two  dry  congressmen 
at  large  were  elected  by  345,000  plurality  over  their 
nearest  opponent.  Illinois  has  about  2,500,000  voters. 
The  wet  vote  last  fall  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  450,000. 
One  of  the  great  newspapers  of  the  country  announced  in 
large  headlines  on  its  front  page  the  day  after  the  last 
election  that  California  had  repealed  its  prohibition  en¬ 
forcement  law.  Four  or  five  days  later  in  an  inconspicu¬ 
ous  place  on  the  fifth  or  sixth  page  it  gave  the  facts, 
namely,  that  California  had  refused  to  repeal  its  prohi¬ 
bition  enforcement  act  By  about  70,000.  Is  this  honest 
journalism?  The  State  of  Pennsylvania  gave  a  Democrat 
running  for  senator  on  a  bone-dry  platform  a  majority 
of  50,000  outside  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Omitting 
the  cities  of  New  York,  Chicago,  and  Philadelphia,  four 
fifths  of  the  congressmen  from  the  three  States  of  New 
York,  Illinois,  and  Pennsylvania  are  dry.  Would  anyone 
know  that  there  was  so  much  dry  sentiment  in  these  three 
States  from  reading  the  news  reports  about  wet  condi¬ 
tions?  Missouri,  the  home  of  Senator  Reed,  refused  to 
undo  its  drastic  prohibition  enforcement  laws  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  over  275,000.  Even  the  wettest  portions  of 
America  are  not  nearly  so  dripping  wet  as  the  anti-news 
would  lead  us  to  believe. 

Another  effort  to  deceive  the  voters  of  the  country 
is  in  the  constant  emphasis  that  is  being  laid  on  the 
viciousness  of  temperance  organizations.  The  Anti- 
Saloon  League  and  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  are  the  special  targets 
for  abuse.  It  is  considered  simply  awful  that  the  Anti- 
Saloon  League  has  raised  and  spent  in  the  last  few  years 
in  the  forty-eight  States  $13,000,000.  If  the  opponents 
of  prohibition  could  have  their  way  these  organized  agen¬ 
cies  would  be  put  out  of  business.  It  is  all  right  for 
them  to  spend  money  like  water  to  undermine  prohibition ; 
but  when  temperance  agencies  spend  a  little  money  to 
repair  or  strengthen  the  dike  it  becomes  a  dreadful  act. 
It  is  all  right  for  them  to  organize ;  but  when  the  temper¬ 
ance  forces  organize  it  becomes  a  cardinal  sin.  An  army 
can  get  the  best  of  a  mob.  This  is  true  even  if  the  mob  num¬ 
bers  five  times  that  of  the  army.  Discipline  and  organ¬ 
ized  effort  can  overcome  zeal  if  zeal  is  undisciplined  and 
unorganized.  The  enemies  of  prohibition  understand  this 
very  well.  If  by  their  constant  insidious  propaganda 
they  can  get  the  American  people  who  have  been  support¬ 
ing  these  agencies  to  withdraw  their  contributions,  the 
organized  effort  to  keep  prohibition  vital  will  be  greatly 
weakened. 

The  purpose  of  all  this  propaga'nda  is,  of  course,  to 
cut  the  nerve  of  opposition  to  the  efforts  that  are  being 
made  to  modify  the  prohibition  position  of  the  United 
States.  We  need  to  be  on  the  alert  constantly  lest  we 
be  deceived  and  led  astray  by  falsehoods  and  half  truths. 
So  insistent  and  insidious  has  been  this  organized  sys¬ 
tematic  propaganda  that  multitudes  of  the  very  elect 
have  had  their  faith  shaken  and  their  zeal  weakened. 
Eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  safety  here  as  elsewhere. 

ATLANTA,  GA. 
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The  Gulfside  Summer  School  of  Theology 

^  By  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones 


ON  THE  16th  of  June,  1927,  the  Gulfside  Summer 
School  of  Theology  for  the  New  Orleans  Area 
closed  its  best  and  most  successful  session.  For 
ten  days  a  large  number  of  undergraduates  and  post¬ 
graduates,  representing  seven  Annual  Conferences, 
studied  by  the  seaside  at  Waveland,  Miss.  The  under¬ 
graduates  studied  hard,  and  most  of  them  passed  their 
examinations.  Besides,  it  was  their  privilege  to  listen 
to  some  able  lectures  by  experienced  and  capable  men. 
We  all  went  away  feeling  that  what  had  been  accom¬ 
plished  was  worth  while. 

The  special  lecturers  were  Dr.  W.  B.  Farmer,  of 
Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  and  Dr.  Allan 
MacRossie.  But  Dr.  MacRossie  did  not  reach  us. 

The  following  men  are  on  the  faculty:  Drs.  Willis 
J.  King,  Dean  R.  N.  Brooks,  J.  L.  Farmer,  K.  W.  Mc¬ 
Millan,  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  Jr.,  E.  W.  Kelley,  C.  S.  Stan¬ 
ley,  A.  G.  Cole,  R.  G.  Morris,  and  E.  M.  Jones.  Drs. 
Kelley  and  McMillan  were  absent  on  account  of  illness, 
but  Prof.  S.  C.  Walker,  of  New  Orleans  College,  made 
a  fine  substitute  for  the  absentees. 

The  Banquet. — At  the  close  of  the  school  a  very  fine 
banquet  was  given  the  faculty  and  students,  which  was 
enjoyed  by  all.  At  the  banquet  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted:  “Your  committee  records  with  pleasure 
our  local  comforts  and  courteous  help  which  have  made 
our  stay  here  very  enjoyable.  We  call  attention  to  the 
clean  and  neat  rooms  and  beds.  The  convenient  sanitary 
connections,  the  well-cooked  food  by  Mr.  Thomas,  and 
the  willing  and  courteous  help  of  the  waiters.  For  the 
fine  and  kind  spirit  manifested  by  all,  from  the  bishop 
down  to  the  least,  we  extend  a  rising  vote  of  thanks.” 

We  are  giving  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Find¬ 
ings,  which  is  the  heart  of  all  we  want  to  say: 

Your  committee  recognizes  the  forward-looking  action 
of  the  General  Conference  when  it  created  a  Commission 
on  the  Course  of  Study.  By  making  this  commission  a 
distinct  department  of  the  church,  and  by  giving  it  a 
share  of  the  World  Service  contributions,  the  General 
Conference  has  given  it  an  independelice  in  action  which 
has  brought  the  largest  and  best  results  to  the  church. 
To  many  sections  of  the  church  this  commission  is  carry¬ 
ing  schools  of  theology  in  which  the  undergraduates  of 
the  entire  church  may  be  helped  in  their  efforts  to  mas¬ 
ter  the  four  years’  course  of  study. 

Great  wisdom  was  manifested  when  Dr.  Allan  Mac¬ 
Rossie  was  made  the  educational  director  of  this  com¬ 
mission;  and  he  has  exercised  fine  judgment  in  the  se¬ 
lection  of  those  who  have  had  charge  of  these  schools 
of  theology. 

Gulfside  Summer  School  of  Theology. — For  the  last 
five  years  we  have  been  greatly  blessed  by  having  one  of 
these  schools  of  theology  in  the  New  Orleans  Area,  which 
comprises  seven  Annual  Conferences.  Dr.  Willis  J.  King 
lias  wisely  and  successfully  served  as  dean  of  this  school, 
and  has  had  the  unstinted  support  of  his  faculty.  We 
have  no  way  of  measuring  exactly  the  amount  of  good 
I  this  school  has  been  to  the  undergraduates  of  the  New 
Orleans  Area;  but  the  enclosed  resolution  from  the  stu¬ 
dent  body  indicates  their  appreciation  of  it. 


The  School  a  Necessity. — It  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  maintain  this  school  in  our  section  if  the  church  in 
our  section  is  to  have  a  better  trained  and  more  efficient 
ministry  in  the  future.  Our  young  people  are  becoming 
better  educated;  and  our  pastor-leader  must  be  trained 
if  he  is  to  hold  their  respect  and  win  them  to  Christ  and 
the  church,  and  use  them  for  Kingdom  building.  Many 
of  the  undergraduates  of  this  area  have  had  very  little, 
if  any,  literary  preparation  for  their  work  as  preachers, 
and  this  school  gives  those  their  best  and,  it  may  be,  only 
chance  to  receive  some  preparation  for  their  high  and 
holy  calling. 

A  Serious  Handicap. — One  of  the  things  which  has 
kept  the  attendance  of  our  school  from  being  as  large  as 
it  otherwise  would  have  been  is  the  distance  which  the 
undergraduates  must  cover  in  order  to  reach  the  school. 
Those  coming  from  the  West  Texas,  Central  Alabama, 
and  Tennessee  Conferences  must  travel  upward  of  eight 
hundred  miles  to  get  to  this  school.  But  in  spite  of  the 
distance  we  have  had  for  the  five  years  a  splendid  attend¬ 
ance,  and  inestimable  good  has  been  accomplished. 

A  Sore  Need. — So  one  of  our  greatest  needs  is  more 
funds  with  which  to  maintain  this  school.  It  would  help 
much  if  we  could  get  the  seven  Annual  Conferences  of 
the  area  to  make  an  annual  contribution  to  help  those 
who  are  financially  unable  to  attend  this  school  each 
year  because  of  its  distance.  We  can  think  of  no  wiser 
and  more  far-sifted  investment  than  this.  Money  in¬ 
vested  in  brain  and  character  always  counts  for  most. 

Written  Work. — Thus  far  we  have  not  done  much 
along  the  line  of  written  work,  but  we  greatly  feel  the 
need  all  over  the  area  of  this  type  of  work  being  done. 
We  recommend  that  the  undergraduates  of  the  area  be 
required  to  cover  their  work  for  the  year  through  corre¬ 
spondence  before  coming  to  the  summer  school  of  the¬ 
ology,  so  that  the  time  may  be  spent  in  this  school  chiefly 
in  reviewing,  correcting,  and  making  further  suggestions 
to  the  students.  We  also  recommend  that  Gammon  The¬ 
ological  Seminary  be  requested  to  conduct  through  one 
of  its  profjBssors  the  correspondence  work  for  our  sum¬ 
mer  schooli  of  theology. 

The  Course  of  Study. — Your  committee  approves  in 
general  our  present  course  of  study,  but  we  are  strongly 
of  the  opinion  that  a  few  books  now  in  the  course  could 
be  left  out  with  profit  to  all  concerned.  We  have  reference 
here  to  changes  in  books  for  pedagogical  rather  than  for 
doctrinal  reasons. 

Dr.  Farmer's  Visit. — We  shall  never  forget  the  visit 
to  our  school  of  Dr.  W.  B.  Farmer.  His  addresses  were 
informing,  practical,  helpful,  and  inspiring.  But  we 
were  impressed  above  all  by  his  brotherly  spirit  and  his 
disposition  to  be  perfectly  contented  as  he.  lived  with  us 
for  several  days.  The  commission  has  our  heartiest 
thanks  for  sending  him,  and  he  has  a  standing  invitation 

to  return  to  us  at  any  time. 

• 

'  '  Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  M.  Jones,  Chairman. 

J.  Leonard  Farmer,  Secretary. 

A.  G.  Cole. 
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June  SO,  1027 


The  Easton  District  Convention 


The  fifth  •  annual  Epworth  Lea^e  and  Church 
School  Convention  of  the  Easton  District,  Dela¬ 
ware  Conference,  was  held  in  Replanted  Zion  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Ridgely,  Md.,  June  14-16,  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Stevenson,  pastor;  the  Rev.  J.  O.  Stanley, 
president  of  convention;  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Jefferson,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent. 

I  As  a  modem  rural  church,  the  new  edifice  of  colonial 
design  is  a  tribute  to  our  folk  in  the  vicinity  of  Ridgely. 
The  old  building  was  converted  into  an  annex  to  the  new 
church,  serviceable  for  overflow  audiences,  readily  shut 
off  by  folding  doors  to  form  a  dining  hall  for  the  con- 
ventionists.  The  simple  elegance  and  beauty  of  this  spa¬ 
cious  church  is  seen  not  only  in  the  material  structure, 
but  in  the  people  who  have  united  with  a  gracious  pastor 
and  able  leader  in  building  up  a  spiritual  house  of  God. 
The  local  committee  was  painstaking  and  resourceful, 
providing  abundant  food,  well  cooked  and  fittingly  served. 
The  parishioners  made  the  delegates  and  visitors  of  the 
convention  heartily  welcome  to  the  comfort  of  their  lovely 
cottage  homes,  conveniently  near  the  place  of  meeting. 

Although  the  first  day  was  marked  by  heavy  rainfall, 
troublesome  to  trafiSc  on  unpaved,  rural  roads,  yet  the 
delegates  began  to  arrive  in  due  time.  While  weather 
conditions  barred  the  afternoon  program  of  recreation, 
the  evening  session  was  well  attended.  The  speakers  se¬ 
lected  for  the  educational  hour  at  8  P.  M.,  Tuesday,  were 
Dr.  T.  H.  ]ESah,  principal  of  Princess  Anne  Academy, 
and  Dr.  R.  S.  Grossley,  president  of  State  College,  Dover, 
Del.  The  proxies  serving  in  their  places  on  the  program 
were,  respectively,  the  Revs.  M.  C.  Anderson  and  R.  B. 
Thompson.  Bro.  Anderson  paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to 
Princess  Anne  Academy  and  its  worthy  alumni.  Bro. 
Thompson  spoke  on  “The  Bible  as  the  Manual  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Civilization,”  calling  attention  to  the  chief  danger 
among  our  people  in  overemphasizing  economic  develop¬ 
ment  at  the  expense  of  cultural  and  spiritual  attainment 
in  life. 

The  morning  watch  was  conducted  from  6  to  7  A.  M., 
by  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Thompson,  first  vice-president  of  the 
District  Epworth  League,  Department  of  Spiritual  Work, 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  mornings,  respectively. 
Under  the  department  caption,  “Christian  Character,” 
Bible  study  was  stressed,  the  Psalms  being  indicated  as 
an  aid  to  daily  devotional  exercise.  This  was  followed 
up  at  the  second  meeting  at  the  same  hour  on. Thursday 
by  a  consideration  of  personal  evangelism,  in  which  it 
was  pointed  out  that  the  personal  worker  who  would 
win  souls  must  be  able  to  answer  some  of  the  practical 
questions  that  are  put  to  us  by  those  who  seek  reality 
in  the  spiritual  life.  We  should  be  what  we  ought  to 
be  if  we  hope  to  win  others  to  Christ.  Principle  and 
practice  must  agree  in  the  life  of  the  soul  winner. 

Beginning  at  9  o’clock,  the  morning  session  was  de¬ 
voted  to  organization,  including  the  appointment  of  com¬ 
mittees,  reception  of  delegates,  reports  from  the  district 
officers — president,  first  and  second  vice-presidents,  and 
later  on  the  report  of  the  fourth  vice-president.  In  these 
written  reports  the  work  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  Epworth  League  was  presented  with  clearness  and 
fidelity  to  the  ideals  in  view. 

At  the  close  of  each  session  and  preceding  the  periods 
for  meals,  recreational  activities  were  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  O.  H.  Spence,  fourth  vice-president.  The  camp 


meeting  grove  near  by  afforded  a  shaded  and  alluring  j 
place  for  play  and  sociability.  A  sum  was  raised  for 
athletic  equipment  for  outdoor  games,  etc. 

The  afternoon  session  on  Wednesday  was  devoted  to 
the  Junior  Epworth  League  work,  Mrs.  Gertrude  ,  Poney, 
superintendent  of  District  Junior  League,  presiding.  A 
paper  on  “The  Junior  League  Study  Course”  was  read 
by  Mrs.  Pearl  Spence,  The  twenty-four-hour-day  plan 
was  also  considered. 

“The  Epworth  League  in  Action” — a  period  in  which 
the  delegates  from  the  thirty  or  more  charges  represented 
gave  varied  demonstrations,  in  group  or  singly,  of 
what  they  are  learning  to  do  in  self-expression.  It  was 
an  enjoyable  hour  of  entertainment. 

A  fraternal  message  was  received  from  the  Wilming¬ 
ton  District,  presented  by  the  Rev.  F.  O.  T.  Laws,  Mid¬ 
dletown,  Del.  Later  greetings  were  received  from  the 
Philadelphia  District,  voiced  by  the  Rev.  G.  T.  Fields, 
pastor  at  Salem,  N.  J.  The  response  was  made  by  the 
president  of  the  convention,  the  Rev.  J.  O.  Stanley. 

The  evening  session  was  marked  by  expressions  of 
welcome  in  behalf  of  the  local  church  and  community 
by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Stevenson,  entertaining  pastor.  A  ^ 
stirring  response  was  offered  in  behalf  of  the  Easton 
District  Convention  by  the  Rev.  F.  H.  Quinn. 

The  Rev.  F.  H.  Butler,  D.D.,  secretary  of  Epworth 
League  for  Colored  Work,  arrived  on  Wednesday,  at 
11.30  A.  M.,  and  was  introduced  amid  an  uproarious  con¬ 
vention  greeting,  with  everyone  in  the  audience  standing 
and  joining  in  the  League  ovation  with  yell  and  song. 
Dr.  Butler  was  at  his  best.  He  rose  to  the  occasion  in 
an  address  on  “The  Importance  of  a  Definite  Religious 
Experience.”  After  studiously  outlining  the  issue  be¬ 
tween  materialism  and  religion,  he  burst  forth  in  a 
tribute  to  the  Christian  youth  of  our  church,  which  left 
us  breathless  in  the  intensity  of  the  pitch  of  godly  emo¬ 
tion  to  which  we  were  lifted.  He  paid  a  special  compli¬ 
ment  to  the  convention,  pointing  out  the  fact  that  youth 
prevailed  among  the  delegates  and  was  evidently  being 
encouraged  to  share  freely  in  its  activities. 

Thursday  everything  focused  upon  the  annual  evan¬ 
gelical  effort  with  the  young  people  attending  the  con¬ 
vention,  begun  in  1923  by  the  late  Bro.  John  Blake  as  the 
Boys’  Conference,  and  later  extending  its  privilege  to  the 
girls,  under  supervision  of  Mrs.  L.  V.  Matthews,  assisted 
by  Mrs.  A.  E.  Jefferson. 

At  the  morning  session  a  very  worthy  approach  was 
made  to  this  grand  climax  in  a  symposium  on  “Modern 
Church  Schools,”  stressing  religious  education  with  a  true 
spiritual  goal.  “All  the  Year  Round  Church  School” 
was  discussed  by  the  Rev.  Edward  Thomas.  He  made 
an  appeal  for  the  Sunday  school,  in  which  he  pointed  out 
the  evil  of  allowing  the  commercialized  camp  meeting  to 
suspend  the  church  school  work  for  long  periods  during 
summer.  In  commending  Bro,  Thomas  for  his  timely 
message,  the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  J.  W.  Jeffer¬ 
son,  insisted  that  the  children  must  not  be  left  out  of  our 
summer  program,  but  must  be  given  the  best  place  and 
their  interest  carefully  safeguarded. 

The  paper  on  “Evangelism,”  by  the  Rev.  A.  E.  Mar¬ 
tin,  set  forth  the  modem  view  of  directing  the  religious 
life  of  children  so  that  they  may  develop  into  strong  ^ 
Christian  characters. 

At  2.30  P.  M.  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  convention 
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(having  met  in  the  grove  for  consultation  and  counsd  in  O.  Stanley,  president;  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Thompson,  first 
a  pnv^e  manner),  with  the  Rev.  F.  H.  Quinn,  assisted  vice-president;  Mrs.  L.  A.  Blake,  second  vice-president; 
by  Rev.  W.  E.  Stanley,  the  Rev.  M.  C.  Anderson,  Mrs.  the  Rev.  A.  A.  McDowell,  third  vice-president ;  the  Rev. 
A.  E.  Jefferson,  and  Mrs.  Anna  A.  B.  Stanley,  marched  O.  H.  Spence,  fourth  vice-president;  Mrs.  C.  W.  John- 
mto  the  church  in  a  body  singing  “Onward,  Christian  son,  recording  secretary;  Mrs.  O.  H.  Spence,  correspond- 
Sol^ers.  About  100  young  people  were  thus  assem-  ing  secretary ;  the  Rev.  Abraham  Chase,  treasurer.  The 
bled.  About  twenty-five  were  reported  as  not  yet  decided  formal  installation  of  officers  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
for  Jesus.  The  annual  address  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  M.  A.  Thompson,  district  superintendent  of  New  York 
M.  C.  Anderson.  The  invitation  to  accept  Jesus  Christ  District.  Dr.  W.  C.  Thompson,  district  superintendent 
as  Lord  and  Master  was  given  by  the  district  superin-  of  the  Philadelphia  District,  was  present  and  made  some 
tendent.  Almost  the  entire  group  of  over  twenty  boys  remarks. 

and  girls  who  stood  before  the  altar  were  led  to  make  a  The  annual  sermon  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  T.  W. 
coiffession  of  faith.  The  final  devotional  address  was  Cooper,  pastor  of  East  Nw  Market,  Md.,  in  a  message 
delivered  by  Dr.  T.  H.  Kiah.  exalting  the  Christ. 

The  tellers  reported  the  result  of  the  election,  which  The  next  session  of  the  convention  will  be  held  at  Cen- 
took  place  Thursday  morning,  as  follows:  The  Rev.  J.  terville.— R.  B.  Thompson,  Reporter. 

The  Soliloquy  of  a  Book  Lover 

By  Robert  M.  Williams 

Pattor  of  Leigh  Street  Memorial  Methodiet  Epieeopal  Ohureh,  Biehmond,  Va. 

My,  my,  how  time  does  fiy ;  it  is  again  the  month  reading,  hoping  that  I  would  by  this  time  enjoy  the  style, 
of  inventory  and  I,  too,  must  join  those  who  but  lo !  it  is  too  Johnsonian  for  me.  Some  good  chapters, 
i^rospect  the  past,  taking  account  of  my  assets  however.  “RepresenUtive  Modem  Preachers,”  Barstow 
and  liabilities !  — about  the  fifth  time  I  have  gone  back  to  live  with  the 

First  of  all,  let  me  take  down  my  notebook  and  see  masters  of  this  thing  caUed  “Preaching,”  and  I  have  not 
what  I  have  been  reading  for  the  year  1926.  I  see  that  exhausted  it  yet.  “A  Young  Man’s  View  of  the  Ministry,” 
I  have  read  fifty-eight  books — pshaw!  that  is  such  a  small  S.  M.  Shoemaker— I  noticed  that  I  turned  "away  for  a 
number  in  comparison  with  the  reading  of  Dr.  Stidger,  brief  minute  from  the  old  men’s  view  to  that  of  the  young 
who  reads  on  the  average  of  one  book  per  day,  and  the  man  who  speaks  his  mind  with  the  characteristic  frank- 
late  Bishop  Quayle  and  Theodore  Roosevelt,  that  I  hate  ness  of  youth  of  to-day.  He  tells  those  who  are  about 
to  mention  it.  Oh,  well,  these  men  were  prominent  mem-  to  enter  the  profession  to  come  with  brooms  and  washing 
bers  of  the  Fast  Readers’  Fraternity  and  I  am  a  member  powders  to  scour  it  clean  of  all  self-seeking,  office-grab- 
of  the  Slow  Readers’  Fraternity  made  famous  by  Lincoln,  bing  politicians.  These  are  hard  words,  but  he  spoke 
Then,  too,  I  can  console  myself  when  I  remember  that  them  at  one  of  the  leading  universities.  He  says  many 
these  men  are  surrounded  with  able  assistants  who  carry  fine  things  about  the  calling,  however,  which  gave  me 
out  their  program  and  allow  them  more  time  for  reading,  every  reason  to  be  encouraged.  “The  Minister’s  Every- 
Albeit  I  am  going  to  look  over  my  book  reviews  and  muse  day  Life,”  Lloyd  C.  Douglas— written  in  an  everyday 
for  just  a  minute  over  some  of  these  fifty-eight  books  I  style,  packed  full  of  suggestions  for  the  everyday  prob- 
have  read.  Jentjs  minister.  How  very  helpful  these  lectures 

January.  I  note  I  began  the  year,  as  I  usually  do,  would  prove  to  theological  students  who  are  about  to 
by  reading  some  good  books  on  this  thing  called  “Preach-  face  these  problems !  Why  do  not  our  theological  sem- 
ing.  In  this  day  it  is  such  a  difficult  matter  to  gain  inaries  bring  in  men  from  the  pastorate,  not  those  who 
and  hold  the  attention  of  the  modeim  man  that  it  requires  have  been  out  p{  touch  with  the  pastorate  for  years,  to 
all  the  light  one  can  get  anent  the  subject.  “The  Art  lecture  them!.?  Other  good  books  I  note  are:  “The  Min- 
of  Preaching,”  Dean  Brown,  of  Yale— my!  but  I  did  istering  Shepherd,”  “The  Modern  Pulpit.” 
enjoy  reading  this  very  enlightening  and  rewarding  book;  As  I  turn  a  leaf  I  see  that  books  on  church  methods 

it  is  very  practical  and  suggestive.  The  dean  says  in  came  next  in  my  order  of  reading.  “Capturing  Crowds,” 
one  of  his  chapters  that  he  enjoyed  the  books  which  stimu-  Roy  Smith— a^book  full  of  ideas  and  plans  for  making 
lated  his  thought  rather  than  those  which  were  packed  a  success  of  the  Sunday  night  service.  I  see  I  have  writ- 
with  ideas,  but  he  certainly  failed  to  practice  this  doc-  ten  this  of  it:  “Good  book;  suggestive;  plans  and  ma- 
trine  in  this  book,  because  I  find  it  freighted  with  worth-  chinery  he  uses  are  quite  heavy  and  expensive.  Not  as 
while  ideas.  “The  Art  of  Preaching,”  David  Smith— I  suggestive  as  Reisner’s  ‘Workable  Plans  for  Wide-Awake 
notice  I  have  an  avid  appetite  for  books  by  this  name.  Churches.’  ”  “Church  PubUcity,”  Reisner— I  must  say 
but  this  book  is  not  very  rewarding,  though  I  did  get  I  got  a  lot  of  ideas  about  advertising  the  church  from 
some  ideas  about  the  early  Greek  orators  which  were  help-  these  very  helpful  pages.  It  certainly  pays  to  advertise, 
ful.  “That  the  Ministry  Be  Not  Blamed,”  Hutton— I  “The  Church  in  America,”  W.  A.  Brown— the  most  corn- 
had  heard  a  lot  of  good  things  said  of  this  book,  but  did  prehensive  book  on  church  administration  in  print.  How 
not  rush  to  read  it.  Very  good  book,  however,  but  noth-  penetratingly  he  writes  of  the  church,  its  problems,  its 
ing  said  that  Brown  has  not  said  except  that  a  minister  task !  I  must  read  it  again  this  year.  “The  Working 
should  not  spend  but  fifteen  minutes  with  any  newspaper.  Church,”  Thwing,  and  “A  Manual  of  Church  Methods,” 
and  that  he  should  do  more  writing  after  he  is  thirty  F.  A.  Agar,  are  worth  reading,  I  said,  but  not  if  one  had 
than  reading — suppose  he  did  very  little  reading  before  read  and  learned  the  books  just  mentioned  above.  “Mod- 
he  was  thirty.  “Ambassadors  of  God,”  Cadman — third  em  Church  Finance”  and  “Church  Finance,”  McGarrah 
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and  John  Fritz,  authors,  respectively,  are  in  the  same 
class.  “Money  Talks,”  Albert  McGarrah,  is  worth  read¬ 
ing  agnin.  Yes,  in  my  attempts  to  lead  my  people  into, 
the  green  pastures  of  Scriptural  giving  I  find  this  work 
quite  stimulating  and  suggestive.  “How  to  Conduct  a 
Church  Vacation  Bible  School,”  A.  H.  Gage — this  book 
furnished  me  with  a  lot  of  useful  information  I  need  in 
operating  my  own  school.  “Business  Methods  for  the 
Clergy,”  Marshal  M.  Day — this  book  should  be  read  every 
month  to  ronind  me  when  I  become  unbusinesslike  in  my 
church  methods.  He  tells  me  how  to  keep  my  desk,  my 
files,  and  many  other  things  I  constantly  should  do. 

As  I  turn  to  the  next  page  I  see  that  literature  and 
fiction  come  in  for  its  day.  Oh,  yes,  this  was  during  the 
summer  months,  when  I  was  too  fatigued  to  read  anything 
very  heavy. 

“Princess  Salome,”  by  Burris  Jenkins,  that  preach- 
man  of  Kansas  City.  It  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
novels  I  have  read.  “The  Church  on  the  Avenue,”  Helen 
Hunt — it  reminds  one  of  “The  Inside  of  the  Cup,”  by 
Churchill,  and  deals  a  telling  blow  tp  a  weak-kneed 
preacher  who  is  greatly  influenced  by  the  money-power 
of  his  church,  ignoring  the  poor  and  dejected  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  I  wonder  if  any  of  the  “Big-Preachers”  of  some 
of  our  leading  white  churches  have  read  it  and  what  their 
reaction  was.  “Veiled  Aristocrats,”  Gertrude  Sanborn — 
the  best-written  novel  dealing  with  the  race  question  by 
a  white  person.  “Arabian  Night  Stories”  and  “JSsop’s 
Fables” — this  is  what  I  say  about  these  two  works; 
“What  a  flne  time  I  have  had  with  my  three  boys  and 
these  two  books !  I  have  read  them  to  them  during  the 
hot  summer  afternoons  in  the  parks,  and  they  thoroughly 
enjoyed  them.  Oh,  how  I  do  wish  the  Negroes  had  the 
power  of  telling  stories  as  the  sister  does  in  the  Arabian 
Nights.  Stevenson’s  “Treasure  Island” — ^there  is  not  a 
novel,  I  believe,  in  print  which  can  excel  this  one  in  plot 
construction.  Little  Jemmie  is  surely  an  ingenious,  re¬ 
sourceful  sort  of  lad.  “The  Soul  of  a  Bishop,”  H.  G. 
Wells — good  story  of  a  bishop  who  quits  his  job  rather 
than  relinquish  his  convictions  anent  certain  theological 
problems.  “Last  Days  of  Pompeii,”  Lytton — I  certainly 
did  enjoy  the  story  of  this  classic,  but  the  beautiful  Eng¬ 
lish  I  enjoyed  more.  Yes,  I  must  read  it  again  and  again 
for  its  beautiful  English.  “The  Vicar  of  Wakefield,” 
Goldsmith — how  could  a  literary  vagabond  write  such  a 
beautiful  story?  The  vicar  suffered  lik/e  Job,  but  held 
on  to  God  and  in  the  end  all  came  out  all  right.  I  enjoyed 
reading  this  more  than  any  other  novel  this  year.  “Tales 
from  Shakespeare,”  Lamb — said  I,  “I  am  too  'incompe¬ 
tent  to  comment  on  these  masterpieces,  only  to  say  I  en¬ 


joyed  reading  them  and  hope  to  read  them  through  once 
each  year  as  long  as  I  live.”  “The  Man  Who  Would 
Be  King,”  Slipling — this  book  amused  and  greatly  influ¬ 
enced  me.  Every  preacher  should  read.  it.  “Enoch  Ar¬ 
den,”  Tennyson — I  remember,  after  a  hard  day’s  work 
I  got  in  bed  and  soothed  my  weary  nerves  to  sleep  with 
this  book. 

As  I  turn  to  the  next  page  it  says,  “Theological.” 
Somehow  this  word  has  never  captivated  me.  I  do  not 
know  why,  but  I  just  do  not  like  theological  discussions, 
but  I  make  myself  read  four  or  five  books  on  this  subject 
each  year.  “Methodist  Theology  vs.  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logians,”  by  Wilson — how  he  and  Prof.  B.  Bowne  do 
war  over  some  of  the  theological  problems  of  yesterday ! 
“What  Christianity  Means  to  Me,”  Abbott — this  is  my 
fourth  time  to  read  this  book,  and  each  time  I  read  it  I 
find  something  new.  This  noted  author  came  to  the  con¬ 
clusions  recorded  in  this  book  after  sixty  years  of  Bible 
study.  “The  Paths  That  Lead  to  God,”  Tillett — the 
most  comprehensive  book  on  theology  I  have  read.  I 
must  read  it  two  or  three  more  times  before  I  give  it 
away.  “Evolution  and  Romance,”  F.  H.  Marten — this 
great  book  is  stripped  of  all  technical  jargon,  and  how 
I  did  enjoy  reading  it!  Just  as  soon  as  I  finish  musing 
I  am  going  to  read  it  through  again.  I  laid  this  book 
aside  and  picked  up  Ernst  Haeckel’s  “Three  Lectures 
on  Evolution,”  and  quickly  laid  this  aside  and  took  up 
Lyman  Abbott’s  “The  Theology  of  An  Evolutionist” — 
how  serenely  and  with  what  spiritual  penetration  he  writes 
anent  this  controversial  subject!  One  who  wants  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  side  of  the  evolutionists  should  not  forget 
to  read  this  book.  “The  Modem  Use  of  the  Bible,”  Fos- 
dick — this  leader  of  American  preachers  argues  for  a 
more  intelligent  interpretation  of  the  Bible.  His  argu¬ 
ments  are  almost  invincible,  but  he  does  not  contend  for 
anything  that  has  not  been  contended  for  before.  I  find 
that  Prof.  Borden  P.  Bowne  covers  a  lot  of  the  ground 
covered  in  this  book  in  his  “The  Atonement.”  It  is  worth 
reading  again,  and  I  shall  read  it. 

As  I  turn  I  see  other  pages  headed  “Devotional,” 
“Biographical,”  “Books  of  Sermons,”  and  “Historical,” 
but  let  me  see  what  time  it  is.  Oh,  the  clock  says  it  is 
7.45  P.  M.,  and  I  must  meet  a  committee  at  the  church 
to  devise  ways  and  means  of  raising  funds  for  Morgan 
College  and  the  College  of  West  Africa,  and  I  must  stop 
this  waste  of  time  and  go  do  what  my  denomination  con¬ 
siders  the  more  important.  I  trust  I  can  find  time  this 
year  to  read  some  of  the  best  books  in  all  fields,  together 
with  my  blessed  Bible.  Well,  I  must  be  going  to  the 
church. 


Out  for  Large  Success 


That  the  present  intensive  campaign  for  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  may 
culminate  in  largest  success,  the  office  is  co-oper¬ 
ating  with  a  number  of  district  superintendents  in  special 
project  work  in  connection  with  their  approaching  Dis¬ 
trict  Conferences.  To  this  end  a  number  of  the  super¬ 
intendents  of  districts  have  advised  us  of  certain  indi¬ 
vidual  plans  of  procedure  which  they  have  initiated  from 
which  they  are  expecting  fiattering  results. 

District  Superintendent  J.  L.  S.  Edmondson,  of 
Austin  (Texas)  District,  has  on  a  Pastors’  Wives’  Con¬ 
test  with  a  few  other  women  workers  of  his  district.  We 


have  asked  for  one  hundred  subscriptions  through  the 
contest,  and  confidence  is  strong  this  goal  will  be  reached. 
The  Conference  sessions  will  be  held  July  25-31  at  Luling, 
Texas,  in  conjunction  with  the  Samuel  Huston  College 
Epworth  League  and  Sunday  School  Institute — a  fine 
alignment  of  forces  and  an  ideal  atmosphere  in  which 
to  create  a  lively  and  permanent  interest  in  the  function 
and  future  of  the  Southwestern. 

Thursday  of  that  week  is  the  special  day  given  by 
the  superintendent  for  Southwestern  interests.  Every 
contestant  is  deeply  interested  and  will  report  at  roll  call 
for  checking  up  and  awarding  of  the  tokens  of  appre- 
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ciation  for  valuable  service  rendered  by  them  to  the  cause. 
The  following  contestants  have  been  entered  for  the  num¬ 
ber  of  subscriptions: 

Wesley  Chapel,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Wyatt,  Austin,  Texas, 
eighteen ;  Simpson  Tabernacle,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Jacques,  Aus¬ 
tin,  Texas,  twelve;  Luling  circuit,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Haynes, 
Luling,  Texas,  ten ;  Lockhart  circuit,  *Mrs.  Sarah  Manor, 
Lockhart,  Texas,  eight;  LaGrange  circuit,  Mrs.  P.  H. 
Phillips,  LaGrange,  Texas,  seven;  Smithville  circuit,  Mrs. 
M.  Majors,  Smithville,  Texas,  six ;  Fayetteville  circuit, 
Mrs.  P.  M.  Carmichael,  Fayetteville,  Texas,  eight ;  Cedar 
Creek  circuit,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Harvey,  Lytton  Springs,  Texas, 
four ;  Austin  circuit,  Mrs.  L.  Smith,  Austin,  Texas,  four ; 
Littig  circuit,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Stone,  Sr.,  Littig,  Texas,  four ; 
Hutto  circuit,  *Mrs.  Oscar  Akes,  Hutto,  Texas,  seven; 
San  Marcos  circuit.  Miss  Alma  Grant,  San  Marcos, 
Texas,  three ;  Giddings  circuit,  *Mrs.  Mattie  Wade,  Gid- 
dings,  Texas,  three ;  Winchester  circuit,  *Mrs.  Mary 
Hall,  Winchester,  Texas,  eight;  Georgetown,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Medlock,  Georgetown,  Texas,  seven. 

Meanwhile  every  phase  of  institute  and  District  Con¬ 
ference  work  is  being  carefully  fostered  and  large  re¬ 
sults  by  way  of  stimulation  of  local  church  officials  is  ex¬ 
pected.  The  institute  faculty  and  courses  of  study  guar¬ 
antee  genuine  constructive  achievements: 

Faculty  and  Courses 

1.  G.  A.  Deslandes,  D.D. — Bihle  Study.  Text,  “How 
We  Got  Our  Bible,”  by  Smyth ;  price,  $1.  “Great  Char¬ 
acters  of  the  New  Testament,”  by  Hayes;  price,  75c. 


Not  Ministers’  Wives. 


2.  J.  L.  S.  Edmondson,  B.D. — Evangelism.  Text, 

“Epworth^ League  Evangelism,”  by  Stone;  price,  36c. 

3.  T.  B.  Echols,  S.T.B. — Life  Work.  Text,  “Voca¬ 
tions  Within  the  Church,”  by  Crawford;  price,  $1. 

4.  T.  H.  Wyatt,  D.D. — Christian  Stewardship.  Text, 
“Stewardship  for  All  of  Life,”  by  Lovejoy ;  price,'  76c. 

5.  The  Rev.  C.  E.  Whitiker — Mission  Study.  Text, 
‘God’s  Plan  for  World’s  Redemption,”  by  Watson.  “Our 

Templed  Hills,”  by  Felton ;  price,  60c. 

6.  T.  R.  Davis,  A.M. — “Christian  Citizenship,”  by 
Bishop  McConnell ;  price,  75c. 

7.  T.  B.  Echols,  S.T.B. — Church  School  Methods. 
Text,  “The  Organization  and  Administration  of  Reli¬ 
gious  Education,”  by  Stout.  “Church  School  Methods,” 
Part  I,  by  Bartlett;  price,  28c. 

8.  F.  H.  Butler,  D.D. — General  Methods.  Text, 
“Young  People’s  Work  for  Young  People,”  by  Kirkpat¬ 
rick;  price,  $1.  “The  Efficient  Epworthian,”  by  Brum- 
mitt;  price,  $1.50. 

9.  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Ware,  B.T.S. — Junior  Methods. 
Text,  “Making  Men  and  Women,”  by  Emma  A.  Robin¬ 
son;  price,  $1.10. 

10.  The  Rev.  Robt.  S.  Mosby — Forum.  Text,  “The 
Negro  in  American  Life,”  by  King;  price,  76c.  “Who 
Is  My  Neighbor.?”  by  Elliott;  price,  76c.  “Creative  Dis¬ 
cussion  by  the  Inquiry”;  price,  36c. 

11.  A.  D.  Jacques,  D.D. — Methodism.  Text,  “The 
Essentials  of  Methodism,”  by  McConnell;  price,  75c. 
“The  Modem  Ministries  of  the  Methodist  Church,”  by 
Newland ;  price,  35c. 


$1,000,000  Annuity  Gift  to  Methodism 


A  GIFT  of  $1,000,000  to  seven  boards  and  agencies  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  announced  by 
Dr.  Morris  W.  Ehnes,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  the  principal  beneficiary.  The  gift  is 
conditional  on  the  payment  of  certain  annuities,  and  is 
therefore  not  available  for  immediate  use. 

At  the  request  of  the  donor,  his  name  is  not  to  be 
made  public.  It  is  announced,  however,  that  he  is  a  busi¬ 
ness  man  for  many  years  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  is  now  a  member  of  one  of  its  sev¬ 
eral  missionary  boards. 

Of  this  $1,000,000  gift  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
New  York,  is  to  receive  $400,000;  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  and  Church  Extension,  Philadelphia,  $200,000; 
The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  New  York, 
$100,000;  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  $100,000;  the  American  Bible  Society,  New 
York,  $100,000;  Syracuse  University,  $60,000;  Caze- 
novia.  New  York,  $50,000.  These  two  schools  are  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  the  American 
Bible  Society  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  benevolent  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  church. 

^‘This  is  the  largest  annuity  gift  that  has  ever  been 
made  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  my 
knowledge,”  says  Dr.  *  Ehnes.  The  gift  of  $400,000 
is  also  the  largest  ever  made  to  the  Board  of  For¬ 
eign  Missions.” 

Gifts  of  this  size  and  character  to  benevolent  boards 
and  institutions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  are 


comparatively  infrequent.  We  have  been  accustomed  to 
read  of  such  gifts  to  other  great  denominational  boards 
and  agencies.  We  are  happy  that  one  devoted  Methodist 
has  caught  the  vision  and  seen  the  opportunity  of  invest¬ 
ing  large  funds  for  the  Kingdom  through  the  agencies 
herewith  named.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  is  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  a  long  list  of  devoted  and  able  men  who  will 
follow  this  generous  example. 

While  it  is  true  that  these  funds  will  not  be  available 
for  immediate  use  of  any  of  the  organizations  concerned, 
that  does  not  in  the  least  detract  from  the  generous  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  donor.  The  funds  are  not  available  for  pres¬ 
ent  use,  because  it  is  the  policy  of  all  the  boards  concerned 
to  invest  funds  which  come  to  them  on  the  annuity  plan 
in  safe  securities  and  to  continue  that  investment  as  long 
as  the  annuities  must  be  paid.  Any  other  policy  would 
be  financial  suicide.  The  annuity  plan,  as  does  the  method 
of  making  bequests,  builds  for  the  future,  and  the  cause 
of  Christ  will  doubtless  need  funds  in  the  future  as  it 
does  to-day. 

The  Advocate  extends  i'ts  congratulations  to  all  the 
organizations  who  have  been  recipients  of  this  bounty, 
and  prays  that  among  its  readers  there  are  many  who  will 
be  led  by  this  announcement  to  give  consideration  to  their 
larger  responsibility  for  Kingdom  matters.  That  either 
through  the  annuity  plan  or  by  means  of  a  will,  equally 
generous,  measured  as  God  has  prospered  you,  needed 
funds  may  come  into  the  treasury  of  these  worthy  or¬ 
ganizations. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IjraaurAmnrAi.  Sum 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
SAMUEL’S  FAREWELL 

THIRD  QUARTER.  LESSON  II.  JULY  10 


Bat  he  went  oat  of  office  with  no  rancor 
in  hlB  great  heart.  The  thonght  that  the 
people  were  rejecting  God,  who  had  done 
far  more  for  than  tl^  hh  had,  in  rejecting 
Him  helped  to  mitigate  hla  inward  suffer¬ 
ing.  He  still  loved  them,  and  was  deepl7 
interested  in  their  future  welfare.  And  the 
verse  which  oug^t  to  close  the  farewell  mes¬ 
sage  (28)  comes  second  from  the  end.  It 
is  truly  a  great  passage,  especially  under  the 
circumstances. 


Scripture  Lcteou — 1  Sam.  12. 

Before  Samuel  formally  resigned  his  office 
he  gave  Saul  opportunity  to  prove  his  ahility 
for  the  military  leadership  of  the  people. 
After  Saul  had  stood  the  test  honorably  he 
was  formally  inaugurated  (11.  IS),  though  he 
had  been  elected  some  time  pre^onsly  (10. 
24).  Had  Saul  not  made  g(M>d  in  tins  test 
the  probability  is  that  he  would  have  been 
rejected  as  king.  Samuel  would  have  inter¬ 
preted  his  failure  as  due  to  the  displeasure 
of  God  with  the  monarchy,  and  either  would 
have  selected  another  stmidard  bearer  for 
the  people  or  would  himselif'  have  ruled  the 
people  as  before.  But  after  Saul  had  made 
such  a  fine  impression  in  his  initial  military 
engagement  (and  military  prowess  was  the 
greatut  requirement  of  a  king  at  that  time), 
there  was  nothing  hmiorable  left  for  Samuel 
to  do'  but  to  retire.  He  retired,  however, 
only  from  the  civil  rule  of  the  people;  he 
remained  until  his  death  their  religious 
leader.  And  os  the  church  at  tiiat  time  con- 
troUed  the  state,  he  continued  to  have  con¬ 
siderable  ‘political”  infinence  and  power — 
not  over  the  people  directly,  but  over  the 
king.  His  valedlrtory,  which  is  the  subject 
of  our  present  study.  Was  delivered  on  the 
occasion  of  Saul’s  inauguration. 

The  Addrete  of  Bamuei.  As  the  address 
of  Samuel  has  come  to  us  we  probably  have 
the  substance  rather  than  a  verbatim  re¬ 
port.  It  is  arranged  into  three  sections 
somewhat  as  follows  (with  a  slightly  more 
logical  rearrangement  of  the  material): 

I.  Attestation  of  his  official  integrity 

(verses  1-6).  (a)  Introduction  (1,  2).  (b) 

His  official  honesty  (3-6). 

II.  Call  to  repentance  for  establishing  a 

monarchy  (6-19).  (a)  Review  of  King  Je¬ 
hovah’s  adminirtration  (6-11).  (b)  Their 

demand  for  another  king  (12,  13).  (c)  The 

evil  of  the  demand  (16-18). 


III.  A  challenge  to  loyalty  to  God  (14,  16, 
20-26).  (a)  The  blessings  of  loyalty  to  God 

(^14,  20-24).  (b)  The  curse  of  disloyalty  to 

Gk>d  (16,  26). 

But  instead  of  studying  this  address  an¬ 
alytically,  let  us  try  to  mue  a  frank,  honest- 
to-goodness  study  of  the  situation  which  in¬ 
spired  it.  And  let  us  imagine  ourselves  now 
in  the  position  of  Samuel  and  now  in  the 
position  of  his  people,  and  see  if  we  will  not 
get  a  fairer  appreciation  of  the  address  as 
a  whole. 


The  Situation:  Are  We  With  Samuel  or 
With  Hie  People  f  Here  is  a  man  who  has 
spent  his  entire  active  life  in  the  service 
of  his  people  with  the  most  scrupulous  in¬ 
tegrity;  and  when  he  has  come  into  his  old 
age  and  cannot  be  so  active  he  is  cast  aside 
by  his  people  in  favor  of  a  younger  and  more 
active  man.  That  is  pathetic!  And  yet 
there  come  timee  when  the  eucceee  of  a  cause 
demande  that  the  old  man,  no  matter  how 
eeroiceable  he  may  have  been,  give  way  to 
a  younger  and  more  active  one  who  can  now 
be  more  eervieeable.  It  is  so  easy  for  the 
old  man  who  has  been  very  serviceable  to 
try  to  bold  on  to  office  until  be  breathes  his 
last  breath.  He  is  apt  to  think  that  grati¬ 
tude  for  what  he  has  done  should  persuade 
his  constituency  to  cheerfully  tolerate  what 
be  cannot  now  do. 

Possibly  someone  will  say  that  Samuel 
should  have  followed  Joshua  and  resigned 
voluntarily  his  office  when  he  saw  that  age 
had  dlsmalified  him  for  the  strenoousness 
of  it  Had  he  not  been  priest  as  well  as 
Jud^  he  could  have  held  on  until  his  death 
as  oie  other  Judges  bad  done.  In  that  cose 
his  sons  would  not  necessarily  succeed  him. 
But  the  priesthood  was  hereditary,  and  Sam¬ 
uel’s  sons  would  naturally  have  succeeded 
him  as  Judra  also.  Now  there  was  the  rub. 
When  the  Judgeship  was  combined  with  the 
priesthood,  it  became  also  hereditary.  There 


was  no  objection  to  this  as  lo^  as  the  priest- 
judge  was  as  good  a  man  as  ]^i  and  as  Sam¬ 
uel.  But  Eli  had  bad  sons,  whom  death  in 
battle  prevented  from  succeeding  him.  Now 
Samuel  has  had  sons  who  are  ejecting  to 
succeed  him.  The  people  saw  nothing  to  do 
but  iformally  to  separate  the  priesthi^  and 
judgeship;  for  it  looks  like  every  priest  who 
is  fdso  Judge  is  bound  to  have  bad  sons. 
Preachers^  sons  are  not  always  as  good  as 
their  fathers. 

So  it  was  very  humiliating  to  Samuel 
in  his  nay  hairs  (12.  2)  and  with  all  bis 
past  integrity  to  be  put  out  of  office  in 
favor  of  a  younger  and  more  active  man,  who 
did  not  have  to  depend  on  bad  sons  for  as¬ 
sistance.  But  the  people  should  hardly  be 
blamed  for  it;  his  own  sons  were  to  be 
blamed.  Under  the  circumstances  we,  too, 
would  have  devised  some  means  of  getting 
and  keeping  those  young  men  out  of  office. 
But  his  humiliation  was  of  his  own  choosing 
while  trying  to  save  the  honor  of  his  house. 
He  could  have  removed  his  boys  from  the 
judiciary.  But  to  do  so  would  have  com¬ 
pletely  destroyed  their  chance  of  succeeding 
him  in  the  priesthood.  He  would  have  sent 
the  rule  of  nis  own  house  down  in  dishonor. 
Rather  than  to  do  it  himself  he  voluntarily 
suffered  the  humiliation  of  having  the  peo¬ 
ple  do  it.  Many  a  man  has  had  to  suffer 
humiliation  himself  as  the  price  for  loyalty 
to  his  family,  or  m  trying  to  save  from  dis¬ 
honor  those  nearest  to  him. 

In  his  old  age  Samuel  doubtless  recalled 
in  a  new  light  and  with  a  different  emotion 
the  vision  which  he  had  concerning  Eli’s  house 
when  he  was  a  wee  lad  serving  &  the  shrine 
(3.  1-18).  Now  he  could  S3rmpathize  with 
the  old  man  El!  more  than  he  then  could 
when  a  boy.  He  had  become  priest-judge 
because  of  the  wickedness  of  Eli’s  sons.  Now 
another  becomes  king  because  of  the  wicked¬ 
ness  of  his  sons !  God  had  brought  Eli’s  house 
to  an  end;  but  now  the  people  bring  his  to 
an  end!  Eli  was  spared  by  immediate  death 
the  bitter  pangs  of  sorrow;  but  he  must  live 
on  yet  with  his  house  publicly  disgraced! 
His  long  years  of  service  merited  for  him 
an  old  age  of  profound  joy  in  a  life  well 
spent;  but  instead,  they  were  repaid  with  an 
old  age  of  wrinkled  humiliation  because  of 
bad  sons  whom  he  could  not  deal  with  with¬ 
out  destroying  their  future  and  dishonoring 
his  house  forever.  So  Samuel’s  farewell  is 
the  pathetic  valedictory  of  a  grand  old  man 
ordered  out  by  his  people  among  whom  he 
has  lived  and  whom  he  has  well  served  all 
of  his  life. 


SAM  Hmvrox  coixsoa. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessow  roa  Scitdat,  Jui.t  10,  1927 
“Consider  how  great  things  he  hath  done  for 
you" 

(By  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

Samuel  is  bidding  Israel,  his  people,  fare¬ 
well  and  calls  on  them  to  witness  to  the  purity 
of  Kis  life  and  dealing  with  them.  .  It  is 
fortunate  for  anyone  in  public  service  to  be 
able  to  call  for  the  most  critical  investim- 
tion  of  his  record  as  a  true  man  who  has 
poured  out  his  life  in  service  for  others. 
This  is  particularly  true  of  a  minister  or 
missfonary  or  one  who  has  been  called  to 
church  or  Kingdom  service. 

Our  obligation  in  faithful  service  to  others 
is  in  part  due  to  what  God  has  done  for 
us.  Israel  was  a  great  missionary  nation 
because  of  what  God  had  done  for  them 
more  than  for  others.  Our  call  to  the  mis¬ 
sionary  field  is  in  part  due  to  what  God 
hath  aone  for  us  in  this  land  of  gospel  light 
and  privilege.  Whenever  we  stop  to  con¬ 
sider  what  God  hath  wrought  for  us,  we  can 
but  have  a  sense  of  our  very  great  obligation 
to  His  work  in  the  world.  Inis  is  the  great 
missionary  truth  in  this  lesson.  In  spite  of 
their  sin,  God  had  been  good  to  Israel. 

Every  time  we  approach  the  missionary 
question,  it  must  be  to  remember  what  God 
has  done  for  us  in  contrast  to  what  has  been 
done  for  others.  .This  land  is  favored  above 
every  land  in  its  wealth  o>f  fine  homes,  li¬ 
braries  of  good  books,  churches  with  the 
ministry  of  blessing  and  help,  and  schools 
providing  for  every  branch  of  culture  essen¬ 
tial  to  lives  of  power  and  usefulness.  Many 
who  have  been  favored  with  all  of  these  and 
more  have  disregarded  their  obligation  and 
have  done  nothing  to  help  those  not  thus 
favored.  They  do  not  consider, 

God  had  given  Israel  their  own  way  about 
having  a  king,  and  they  had  now  found  all 
happy.  They  were  appealing  to  Samuel  for 
comfort  and  aid.  Men  who  never  think  of 
their  duty  to  others  ask  sympathy  and  help 
for  themselves.  All  people  want  the  com¬ 
fort  of  the  gospel  in  time  of  distress,  but 
the  only  way  to  have  the  favor  of  heaven  is 
to  fear  the  Lord  and  serve  Him  in  truth, 
obediently  doing  what  He  asks.  Then  will 
His  promises  be  fulfilled  in  our  lives.  Let 
us  always  consider  how  great  things  He  has 
done. 

OAMMOX  SEMIKARY. 


Ep worth  League  Topic 

JULY  10 

By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 

NATURE’S  HYMN  OF  PRAISE 

(Psa.  148;  19.  1) 

“To  him  who,  in  the  love  of  nature,  her  parents,  went  about  the  house  telling 

Holds  communion  with  her  visible  forms,  all  of  her  pets  and  toys  “good-bye.”  She 
She  speaks  a  various  language.”  finally  wound  up  by  saying,  “Good-bye,  God, 

we  are  going  on  our  vacation.”  So  many  peo- 
Thus  sang  Bryant,  one  of  the  interpreters  pi*  going  to  the  mountains,  lakes,  ocean,  and 
of  nature.  One  of  Israel’s  singers  chimed:  the  country,  do  exactly  as  the  little  girl  did, 
“The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God,  and  xhey  conceive  of  God  as  dwelling  in  dark, 
the  firmament  showeth  his  handiwork.”  My  overheated,  poorly  ventilated  church  houses, 
heart  says,  “Amen!”  I  have  never  been  able  Do  you  know,  I  somehow  feel  that  they  are 
to  understand  how  one  can  live  in  a  world  going  where  they  can  really  get  close  enough 
such  os  ours  and  deny  the  existence  of  some-  to  to  touch  His  rustling  garments  f  I 
thing  superior  to  nature.  Everything  is  somehow  like  to  think  that  God  dwells  in 
vibrant  and  vocal  with  God.  the  open  places.  These  close,  stuffy  cities 

Vacation  and  Ood.  A  little  girl  who  was  were  built  by  men  who  are  looking  for  busi- 
going  away  for  a  vacation  in  company  with  ness  and  industry  and  money.  God  likes 
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room.  His  worlds  are  millions  and  billions 
of  miles  apart.  Out  in  the  open,  where  one 
can  turn  around  without  trampinj^  on  some¬ 
one’s  feet,  where  he  can  lift  up  his  head 
without  butting  into  the  roof  of  the  subway, 
A  there  is  where  Ck>d  can  be  found.  Morgan 
Colley  where  I  live,  is  situated  out  from 
the  cl^  of  Baltimore.  We  have  around  us 
beautiful  open  countrv.  Our  sloping  h»lg 
and  waving  trees  are  beauteous  as  a  poet’s 
dream.  We  have  a  {^orlous  stream  that 
borders  our  campus.  I  stood  the  other  night 


What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Oreensboro,  N.  C. — We  count  ourselves 
fortunate  to  have  had  Bishop  R.  B.  Jones 
preach  to  us  recently.  Wonderful  was  the 
outline  by  the  bisfacm.  We  were  delighted 
also  to  have  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  N.  C.  Coggin, 
of  New  York  City,  visit  us  for  ten  days. 
Dr.  R.  T.  Weatherby,  pastor  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  Methodist  Bpiscopal  Church,  with  his 
staff,  is  doing  a  g^eat  work. — Reporter. 

Chnmt,  Okla. — Raster  was  a  day  long  to 
be  remembered  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  An  excellent  program  was 
rendered,  consisting  of  a  pageant  entitled 
“The  Alabaster  Box,”  directed  by  Mrs.  Lula 
Littlejohn,  president  of  the  recreational 
work  of  the  church.  The  larg^  congfregation 
showed  its  appreciation  by  the  hearty  ap¬ 
plause.  We  are  hoping  to  make  a  gpood  re¬ 
port,  by  strenuous  efforts,  at  the  Annual 
Conference  for  Grant  and  Gay,  Okla.— R. 
G.  Collins,  Reporter. 

Tullahoma,  Tenn. — Howard  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  May,  conducted  a  surprise  rally  for  the 
pastor.  Rev.  J.  A.  Burnley.  This  rally  was 
given  by  non-church  members  versus  Chris¬ 
tians.  Mr.  Zannie  Smartt,  captain  of  the 
non-church  members,  raised  $16.60;  Bro.  G. 
Tolley,  captain  of  Christians,  $16.40;  total, 
$31.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  earnest 
work  done  by  these  men.  We  are  g^ing  to 
the  top. — Miss  Mary  Dowell,  Reporter. 

Biloxi,  MUt. — We  have  closed  a  splendid 
revival.  The  Rev.  Wm.  Emmerson  preached 
three  nights,  and  during  that  time  five  souls 
were  added  to  our  Zion.  In  the  second  week 
the  Rev.  James  Gaddis,  of  Waveland,  and 
the  Rev.  A.  Tatum,  of  New  Augusta,  brought 
the  number  from  five  to  thirteen,  emd  on 
Sunday,  the  closing  day,  our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  P.  H.  Rembert,  preached  at  the  11 
o’clock  service  and  added  six  more  to  the 
church.  The  closing  sermon  was  preached 
at  night  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Leach,  of  Hands- 
boro,  and  one  more  soul  was  added  to  the 
church,  making  a  total  number  of  twenty 
added  during  this  meeting/  We  are  grate¬ 
ful  to  our  heavenly  Father  for  these  twenty 
souls,  and  also  thank  the  ministers  for  their 
faithful  service.  We  thank  the  members  who 
stood  by  the  revival  in  such  fine  shape,  and 
all  praise  to  our  pastor  for  his  good  judg¬ 
ment. — Reporter. 

Columbut,  Ohio — On  the  night  of  May  26, 
the  official  board  and  members  of  Lee  Ave¬ 
nue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  met  at  8.80 
P.  M.  with  the  Rev.  King  G.  Turner,  the 
newly  appointed  pastor,  presiding.  After 
Scripture  reading  and  prayer,  the  Discip- 
Iffiary  financial  man  was  read  and  adopted. 
Unit  lesiders  and  committees  were  appomted 
and  clubs  or^ixed.  On  the  eve  of  this 
meeting  a  band,  led  by  Mrs.  Susia  Crum  well, 
came  forward  with  many  choice  groceries 
and  a  cash  purse,  which  they  laid  upon  the 
altar.  The  Rev,  Turner  and  wife  responded 
with  words  of  appreciation.  The  party  con- 
Msted  of  Sisters  S.  CrumweU,  E.  B.  Crumwell, 
M.  Traylor,  A.  Ford,  M.  Johnson,  E.  Green, 
If.  Scott,  C.  Simpson,  J.  Bassley,  B.  Deane, 
p.  Embrey,  M.'A.  Reese,  Bros.  W.  T.  Rees^ 
Johnson  Morrison,  $1  in  caslv  and  Bro, 
Green. — The  Rev.  K.  Turner,  Pastor;  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Reese,  Reporter. 


by  the  window  of  my  cottage  towards  this 
stream.  It  was  late,  all  was  as  still  as  a 
deserted  mcHiastery.  As  I  stood,  rapt  in 
the  ecsta^  of  that  hour,  I  heard  that  stream 
sing  of  God  in  a  language  too  sacred  for 
utterance;  standing  there,  looking  into  the 
heavens,  I  saw  a  mystic  finger  write  in  let¬ 
ters  that  twinkled  with  myriad  stars, 
“G-O-D.”  I  heard  the  oratorio  of  the  rolling 
spheres  and  sweeping  systems,  “Hallelujah  I 
and  He  shall  reign  forever  and  ever !” 

WOBOAK  COLUOX. 


Oarlandville,  Mii$. — We  thank  the  bishop 
and  the  Conference  for  sending  us  the  new 
pastor.  Rev.  A.  D.  Wright,  to  the  Garland- 
yille  circuit  this  year.  He  is  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place.  Our  work  is  spiritually 
alive,  and  the  future  seems  brighter.  We  are 
planning  a  great  year’s  woirk  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  Wright.  We  were 
able  to  report  on  Easter,  $41  for  World 
Service,  and  are  expecting  to  report  more 
before  the  Ccmference  convenes.  We  are 
struggling  under  a  great  burden,  with  one 
church  to  build  that  has  been  burned  down 
more  than  a  year,  and  two  others  are  to  be 
repaired  and  beautified.  We  are  planning  to 
build  a  stone  church  at  Baxter.  This  church 
has  the  largest  membership  on  the  Garland- 
ville  circuit.  The  Rev.  Wright  is  a  builder, 
singer,  and  gospel  preacher.  He  preached  a 
wonderful  sermon  at  ML  Zion  Church,  Gar- 
landvUle.  All  who  heard  him  enjoy^  the 
sernron.  One  Joined  the  church.  Collection, 
$16.66. — R.  B.  Burns,  Reporter. 

BandortvUU,  MUs. — ^May  29  was  Rally 
Day  at  Chapel  Hill  Methodist  Bpiscopal 
Church.  The  spiritual  and  financial  tide  ran 
very  high.  Sunday  school  was  largely  at¬ 
tended,  after  which  the  Rev.  Jackson,  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  preached  a  wonderful 
sermon  from  the  138d  Ps^im.  Our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  A.  B.  Britton,  had  previously  ar¬ 
ranged  the  clubs  into  captains  representing 
the  automobUes:  No.  1,  K.  Evans,  Packar<^ 
$16.83;  No.  2,  L.  B.  Richard,  Willys-Knight, 
$8.10;  No.  8,  E.  Lindsey,  Ford,  $7.13;  No. 
4,  L.  Gavin,  Lincoln,  $18.40;  No.  6,  M.  E. 
Austin,  Hudson,  $14;  No.  6,  Lottie  Jones, 
Essex,  $4;  No.  7,  A.  Lindsey,  Cadillac,  $9.86. 


District 


Other  collections  during  the  day  amoanted 
to  $16.17.  Grand  total  for  the  day,  W18JSS, 
all  of  which  has  been  applied  on  the  Chapel 
Hill  Methodist  Bpiscopal  <^rch,  which  was 
partly  destroyed  during  the  storm.  May  26, 
1924.  We  will  try  to  complete  the  church 
during  this  year.  We  are  proud  of  our  pas¬ 
tor,  tne  Rev.  A.  B.  Britton. — C  E.  Gavin, 
Reporter. 

Monroe,  La. — St.  Japies  Church  is  emerg¬ 
ing  from  its  flood  of  fright  from  waters  on 
every  side  to  render  its  account  lor  the  space 
since  Conference,  with  the  Rev.  Arthur 
Booker  as  our  pastor.  With  our  pastor,  we 
set  out  to  raise  our  World  Service  early, 
so  as  to  have  space  fop  other  pressing  ne¬ 
cessities.  On  March  1,  the  units  raised  and 
paid  in  $660  for  this  cause,  our  full  mota. 
The  Class  Four  Qub,  of  which  Bro.  Glancy 
Jones  is  leader;  the  King’s  Daughters,  Mrs. 
V.  Norman,  president;  and  the  stewardesses, 
Mrs.  A.  Creasy,  presidenL  raised  $270,  with 
which  the  front  end  of  the  interior  was  com¬ 
pleted.  The  Progressive  Club,  of  which  Mr. 
Willie  McDonald:  is  president,  $140,  with 
which  the  rear  walls  were  completed.  The 
Mixed  Adult  Bible  Class,  Bro.  B.  F.  Mc¬ 
Neil,  teacher,  $146,  with  wUch  the  annex  Sun¬ 
day-school  room  No.  1  was  completed.  The 
Wise  Virgins’  Club,  of  which  Mrs.  L  A. 
Charlton  was  princess,  $216,  with  which  the 
east  side  wall  was  completed.  The  Foolish 
Virgins’  Club,  of  which  Mrs.  Mollie  Pratt  was 
princess,  $216,  with  which  the  west  side  wall 
was  completed.  The  Fifty-Fifty  Qub,  of 
which  Bro.  Jas.  Rowland  is  president,  $882, 
with  which  a  plate-glass  window  was  pre¬ 
sented  and  installed.  The  Sunday  school, 
Bro.  S.  Ralmey,  superintendent,  $84  for  wall 
heaters.  Ihe  Intermediate  Sunday-school 
class  of  sixteen  girls  were  the  pioneers  in 
this  work,  having  completed  their  classroom 
at  a  cost  of  $84.  Turned  over  to  the  trustees 
on  indebtedness  and  repairs,  $210.  Total, 
$2,897.  May  was  a  busy  month  with  us. 
Mothers’  Day  was  observed  with  a  splendid 
program  in  our  completed  auditorium.  May 
29,  at  11  o’clock,  our  pastor  preached  on  “The 
High  Cost  of  Low  Living  to  a  crowded 
house.  Tuesday  nighL  May  81,  was  “Booster 
Classmeeting,”  at  which  aU  the  leaders  (flf- 
t^n)  were  present.  Attendance,  176;  collec¬ 
tion,  $102.16.  All  of  these  organisations  are 
still  at  work,  some  having  healthy  balances 
with  which  to  complete  new  tasks.  Pray  for 
us. — Mrs.  Alberta  Sterling,  Reporter. 


Activities 


HANNIBAL  DISTRICT' 

Second  Round — Troy,  July  80,  81;  Moscow 
(4  P.  M.),  31;  Moberly,  August  7,  8;  Mexico, 
14,  16;  Wellsville  (Rev.  J.  C.  Grady),  20,  21; 
Montgomery  (Rev.  W.  H.  Smith),  21,  22; 
Truesdale,  20,  21;  Foristell,  27,  28;  Qarks- 
vill^  Sratember  8,  4;  Fort  Madison,  la.  (Rev. 
A.  C.  Poston),  8,  4;  Louisiana,  10,  11;  Els- 
berry  (Rev.  Badie  Ray),  10,  11;  Payette 
(Rev.  C.  G.  Glaspie),  17,  18;  Fulton,  18,  19; 
New  Bloomfield  (8  P.  M.),  18;  Sturgeon,  24, 
26;  Columbia,  October  2,  8;  Hannibal,  9,  10; 
Bowling  Green  (Rev.  James  McKnight),  9, 

Dear  Brethren:  I  have  made  my  first 
official  visit  to  every  charge  on  the  district. 
The  pastors  and  congregations  are  trying  to 
raise  the  standard  and  reach  the  “goal’"  of 
advance.  It  can  be  done  if  you  wSl  work 
steady  and  not  by  fits.  Raise  and  report 
at  least  half  of  your  World  Service  at  the 
District  Conference,  which  convenes  at  Mo¬ 
berly,  Mo.,  August  8-7,  1927.  Make  your 
Southwestern  campaign  effective.  Come  to 
the  District  Conference  prepared  to  stay 
over  Sunday.— Chas.  S.  Webster,  District 
Superintendent. 

NASHVILLE  DISTRICT 
Fourth  Bound— Mt  Pisgah,  July  16,  16; 
Brentwood,  16,  17;  Lebanon  <3L,  28,  24; 
Lebanon,  80,  81;  Smyrna,  August  6,  7; 
Mitchellsville,  18,  14;  GaUaUn,  14;  HartsviUe, 
20,  21;  Hubbard,  27,  28;  John  Wesley,  28, 
29;  Seay,  September  9-11;  Braden,  11,  12; 
Nolensville,  17,  18;  Patterson,  18,  19;  Clark, 
26,  26;  Gordon,  October  2,  8. 


Dear  Pastors:  You  did  well  in  raising  the 
World  Service  money.  Come,  now,  and  let 
us  put  Walden  over  the  top.  Friends  and 
brethren,  keep  Walden  alive.  “Save  Walden” 
is  our  slogan.— W.  E.  Mitchell,  District  Su¬ 
perintendent. 

PHILADELPHIA  DISTRICT 
Second  Bound — Sommer ville,  July  18;  St. 
Paul,  19;  Camphor,  20;  Peniel,  21;  John  Sim¬ 
mons,  26;  Mt.  Zion,  27;  Warren,  28;  Zoar, 
August  1;  Delair,  2;  Merchantville,  8;  Frank- 
ford,  4;  Grace  and  Darby,  6;  John  Wesley, 
16;  Woodbury,  18;  Lawnside,  19;  St.  Daniels, 
22;  Berlin,  23;  Quinton,  27;  Salem,  27; 
Siloam,  29;  Germantown,  30;  Ocean  City, 
September  2;  PleasantviUe,  8;  Asbury,  6; 
Hamilton,  6;  Absecon  Ct.,  7;  Swainton,  11; 
Cape  May,  12;  Grenloch  and  Rhodes,  14; 
Springtown,  17;  Fordville,  17;  Bridgeton,  19; 
Haven,  20;  Tindley  Temple,  28. 

Dear  Brother  and  Sister — Please  note: 
District  Epworth  League  and  Sunday  School 
Convention,  June  22-24  at  Delair,  N.  J.  Ep¬ 
worth  League  Institute^  Augurt  8-16,  at 
Morgan  CoU^  Baltimore,  Md.  Phlladel- 

Shia  District  Conference,  October  4-6,  at  Cape 
iav,  N.  J.  All  of  these  are  important 
gatherings,  and  your  presence  will  be  very 
much  needed  and  greatly  ippreciated.  Since 
this  is  Bishop  Berry’s  last  year  as  our  resi¬ 
dent  bishop,  let  us  make  his  heart  rejoice 
by  maklM  this  the  banner  year  of  the  PhUa- 
delphla  DistricL  No  neater  tribute  could 
be  paid  to  his  rolendid  leadership  than  this 
one  thing.— W.  C.  Thompson,  District  Super¬ 
intendent. 
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Rxister  of  District  Conferences  for  1927  Season 


W«  will  a«k«  m  oemetioiu  or  oatriM  wharo  noMMArr. 

that  is  OKpoetod.  Diatriot  Snporiataoteits  will  kiadly  «Btor  thoixa  aa  i 


A  poateard  raqaaat  b  all 
aarlT  aa  itaaaiblo. 


Dbtriea  Plaea  Data  Dial.  SnpU 

Oklahataa . Bolap.  OUa . . . Julp  6-10 . H.  EUb 

SoMtar . t  8.  c . July  6-10 . A.  G.  Towaaand 

llaeiur  Mouat . .  Kans . July  6-10. . B.  B.  Booker 

La  Taoba . NapolaoaTiUe.  Da . July  6-10 . £L  Daa^ 

Baa  Aaaalo . Brady.  Taaas . July  lS-17 . S.  E.  Blaekaall 

Baton  EouBe . .i>cotlaiidrille^  1^ . July  12-17 . B.  J.  Beddlx 

Knoarilla... . Maaeot,  Tana . July  lS-17 . F.  D.  Johaaon 

Beaufort . St.  GaorBC.  8.  C . July  18-17 . L.  G.  Oaw 

Wayoroaa . .....So.  End.  Patteraoa,  Ga . July  14-17 . W.  B.  Odum 

Navaaota . Hampataad,  Taaaa . July  18-24 . A.  J.  Na^^a 

Murfraaabm'o . Cookarilla^  Taan . July  19-24 . F.  N.  Collier 

New  Orlaaaa . Bosalnaa.  La. . July  20-24 . M.  B  Walker 

Gulfaida . Eaeatawpa.  Mba . July  20-24 . E.  A.  WUaoa 

Charlea . Lake  Charlea.  La . July  20-24 . W.  J.  Hampton 

Chattaaooaa . Uayton.  Teaa . July  20-24 . J.  A.  Pickett 

WitaBiMton . Xiumbertoa,  N.  C . July  20-24 . G.  M.  Phelpa 

Benaettaville . Hamer,  S.  C . July  20-24 . W.  S.  Thompaon 

JaekaonviUe . JaekaonvUle,  Fla . July  20-24 . H.  W.  Bartley 

(Self . Bradeatoa,  Fla . July  20-24 . J.  S.  Todd 

Weatara . Leaolr,  N.  O . July  21-24 . N.  J.  Paaa 

AMtin . Lulias,  Texas . July  26-81 . J.  L.  S.  Edmondson 

Spartambura . Cowpena,  S.  C . July  27-80 . L.  W.  Williams 

YMnDurs . Bolton.  Mbs . July  27-81 . J.  H  Rm 

BrooltbaTen. ............... .Haalehurat.  Miss. ..............  July  27-81. ......... .G.  W.  Coleaian 

Montcomery . Booth.  Ala. . July  27-81.., . P.  P.  Wriaut 

Houston . Houston.  Texas . July  27-81 . J.  S.  Scott 

Atlaatie . Cocoa,  Fla . July  27-81 . John  W.  Wesley 

Alexandria . Boonville,  La. . July  27-81 . S.  S.  Earles 

Winston . Elkin,  N.  C . July  27-81 . J.  A.  Baxter 

Oransebnra .  July  27-31 . J.  B,  Taylor 

Graanvilla . Seneca,  S.  C . July  27-81 . J.  E.  C.  Jenkins 

Waynmboro . Sylvani^  Ga . July  28-81 . J.  S.  Stripling 

GrUBn . Fayette^le,  Ga . July  27-Aug.  1 . D.  H.  Stanton 

r!K«>ut«ii . Covington,  Va . Jkug.  2-7 . £.  A.  Haynes 

8ob  Baltimore . Churwton,  Md . Aug.  2-7 . J.  S.  Carroll 

Pittsburgh . . . Falrmount.  W.  Viu . Aug.  2-  7 . .W.  H.  Dean 

Columbus . Bprlngfleld,  Ohio . Aug.  2-7 . .T.  L.  Ferguson 

..Groesbeek,  Tex..  .  ~  - 


.Aug.  2-7 . J.  S.  Carroll 

Aug.  2-  7 . .W.  H.  Dean 

Aug.  2-  7 . .T.  L.  Ferg\uon 

Aug.  2-  7 . J.  W.  Downs 


Ebtti^nrg . Htate  Line,  Mbs . Aug.  8-  7 . W.  H.  Smith 

LaOrange . 2ebulon,  Ga . Aug.  8-7 . J.  B.  Maddux 

Savannah . .Woodbine,  Ga . Aug.  8-  7 . S.  D.  Bankston 

PalMtine . Mexla,  Texas . Aug.  8-  7 . W.  R  Robinson 

PoerMt  City . Hughes,  Ark . Aug.  3-  7 . J.  H.  Hatchett 

l,aiiigtOB . Lexington,  Ky. . Aug.  8-7 . L.  E.  Jordan 

Charleston . Summerville,  S.  C . Aug.  8-  7 . A.  R.  Howard 

HarriiBll . Jlaingerfleld,  Tex . Aug.  8-  7 . E.  H.  Holden 

Birmingham . Birmingham,  Ala. . Aug.  8-  7 . C.  L.  Dunn 

Jackson . Benton,  Miss . Aug.  4-7 . J.  S  ^lliams 

Tupelo . Smithville,  Miu . Aug.  9-14 . B.  W.  Wynn 

Durant . Louisville,  Mbs . Aug.  9-14 . .C.  V.  Heffner 

. Alamo,  Tenn . Aug.  10-14 . .W.  B.  Crenshaw 

g— — —  oty . Kansas  City,  Mo . Aug.  10-14 . J!.  W.  ^nnah 

Opelika . Xlneville,  dJa . Aug.  10-14 . J.  C.  Chuman 

Alexandria . Leesburg,  Va . Aug.  16-21 . J.  TI.  Ki^ 

Chicago . Gary,  Ind . Aug.  16-21 . P.  T.  Gorham 

■j^isesjooea . Newbern,  Ala . Aug.  17-21 . R.  R.  Williams 

Bccnniont . Beaumont,  Texas . Aug.  17-21 . J.  W.  Gilder 

Monroe . Monroe,  La. . Aug.  17-21 . C.  Spears 

Gainesville .  . Atlanta,  Ga. . Aug.  17-21 . N.  J.  Crolley 

Little  Rock . Little  Rock,  Ark . Aug.  17-21 . W.  S.  Sherrill 

QBiBesvflleTr . .Cedar  key,  Fla . Aug.  24-28 . D.  S.  Selmore 

W/Mw. . Palmetto,  Ga. . Aug.  24-28 . R.  T.  Jackson 

Florence . Cades,  S.  C . Aug.  24-28 . R.  F.  Harrington 

Meridian . Scooba,  Miss . Aug.  24-28., . .D.  L.  Morgan 

Greenwood . Carrollton.  Miss . Aug.  24-28 . .D.  Green 

Indianaoolb . Evansville,  Ind . Aug.  26-26 . R.  H.  Sweeney 

Pcrb . Clarksville,  Tex . Aug.  26-28 . J.  H.  Anthony 

Fort  Smith . No.  Little  Rock,  Ark . Aug.  81-Sept  4 . .T.  I.  Bryan 

gcdalia  . Carthage,  Mo . Aug.  81-Sept.  4 . E.  L.  McAllbter 

Phfladdph’a . Cape  May,  N.  J . Oct  4-  6 . W.  C.  Thompson 

Saltabury . Salbbury.  Md . Oct  11-18 . J.  E.  A.  Johns 

Fasten . Cambridge,  Md . Oct.  26-27 . J.  W.  Jefferson 


TEXARKANA  DISTRICT 
Third  Round — Texarkana  Station,  June  25, 
26;  Hope,  26,  27;  Clow  CL,  St.  Paul  and  Kel¬ 
ley  Chapel,  July  2,  8;  Clow  Station,  2,  3; 
Center  Point,  9,  10;  Locksburg,  Macedonia 
and  Holly  Springs,  16,  17;  Ben^n  and  Mur¬ 
freesboro,  28,  24;  Horatio,  80,  81;  DeQueen, 
81  to  August  1;  Paraloma,  6,  7;  Saratoga, 
7,  8;  District  Ckmference,  10-14;  Caddo  Gap, 
27,  28;  Lewisville  and  Shady  Grove,  Septem¬ 
ber  8,  4;  Stamps,  9-11;  Canfield,  10,  11. 

Dear  Pastors:  We  are  now  beginning  our 
third  round.  Would  it  not  be  wisetlmt  each 
of  us  check  up  on  ourselves  and  see  just  how 
well  or  how  poorly  we  have  done  thus  far, 
and  find  out  just  how  much  each  of  us  must 
do  in  the  five  remaining  months  if  we  are  to 
reach  our  goals?  Let  us  forget  about  the 
floo^  and  redouble  our  eifforts  and  push 
every  phase  of  our  work  until  we  shall  have 
raised  every  one  of  our  claims.  I  am  asking 
each  of  you  to  report  at  least  seventy-five  per 
cent  of  all  claims  in  our  District  Conference, 
August  10-14.  Do  not  forget  that  each  pas¬ 
tor  is  asked  to  report  50  cents  for  each  adult 
member  in  his  charge  for  Philander  Smith 
College  at  the  District  Conference. — W.  C. 
Rivers,  District  Superintendent. 

Quarterly  Conference 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO 
Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
May  11,  with  the  Rev.  S.  H.  Sweeney,  dis¬ 


trict  superintendent,  presiding.  Most  of  the 
officers  were  present  with  good  reports, 
which  showed  that  all  departments  of .  the 
church  are  being  looked  after  with  interest. 
The  district  superintendent  is  well  pleased 
with  the  progress  made  along  all  lines  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  part  of  the  year  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  our  beloved  pastor.  Rev.  W.  L. 
Darius.  This  is  his  second  year  with  us, 
and  the  entire  congregation  is  thankful  to 
Bishop  Locke  for  returning  our  district  su¬ 
perintendent  and  pastor  to  us.  Both  rep¬ 
resent  capable  leadership,  and  one  can  ex¬ 
pect  nothing  less  than  success  who  follows 
where  they  lead.  Mothers’  Day  was  a  great 
day  with  us  at  St.  Mark.  Our  hearts  were 
made  to  rejoice. — Alice  Bullock,  Reporter. 

District  Conferences  and 
Conventions 

CORPUS  CHRISTI  DISTRICT  CON¬ 
FERENCE 

The  first  session  of  the  Corpus  Christ! 
District  Conference  convened  at  Beeville, 
Texas,  May  8-8.  At  8.80  A.  M.,  Tuesdi^, 
devotional  service  was  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  D.  D.  Johnson.  The  Rev.  J.  J.  Harde¬ 
man,  district  superintendent,  spoke  some 
very  encouraging  words  to  us.  The  Rev. 
Wm.  White  was  elected  secretary,  with  Mrs. 
E.  L.  Sanders,  assistant;  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Browne,  treasurer;  R.  W.  Allen,  treasurer 


expense  fund.  The  following  ministers 
preached  during  the  Conference:  the  Revs. 

R.  S.  Mosby,  J.  T.  Carper,  S.  D.  Mosley. 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Kirkpatrick  was  Introduced  and 
delivered  a  wonderful  address.  Friday  night 
President  T.  R.  Davis  came  before  us  with 
a  grand  lecture  on  education,  which  was  en¬ 
joyed  by  all.  His  quartet  furnished  us  ex¬ 
cellent  music.  Twenty-five  dollars  was  raised 
for  Sam  Huston  College.  The  recreational 
exercises  were  in  charge  of  the  Rev.  Huds¬ 
peth.  On  Saturday  night  an  excellent  play 
was  presented.  The  Sunday  school  and  Ep- 
worth  League  convention  will  convene  in 
Long  Mott,  Texas,  July  20-24,  1927.  Visi¬ 
tors  to  the  Conference  were:  Mrs.  F.  L.  Kirk¬ 
patrick,  the  Revs.  S.  D.  Mosley,  M.  S.  Jor¬ 
dan,  J.  T.  Carper,  R.  S.  Mosby.  All  made 
encouraging  remarks.  We  raised  $600.08. 

Our  worthy  district  superintendent,  the  Rev. 

J.  J.  Hardeman,  did  his  best  to  put  the 
program  over.  In  the  Sunday-school  contest 
among  the  different  places  on  the  district, 
Beeville  was  awarded  the  prise.  The  Con¬ 
ference  adjourned  to  meet  at  Goliad,  Texas, 
1928. — Mrs.  Rosena  Taylor,  Reporter. 

.WESTERN  DISTRICT  EPWORTH 
LEAGUE  AND  SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL  CONVENTION 

The  Epworth  League,  Sunday-School,  and 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  Conven¬ 
tion  of  the  Western  District,  North  Carolina 
Conference,  convened  at  Brown’s  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Catawba  cir¬ 
cuit,  May  11-15,  1927.  The  annual  sermon 
was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Meekins  on 
Wednesday  night;  collection,  $5.05. 

The  Rev.  N.  J.  Pass,  president,  opened 
the  convention  on  Thursday  morning,  with 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Wade,  secretary.  The  following 
committees  were  appointed:  finance,  the  Rev. 

R.  B.  Rhyhe,  Miss  G.  Mooney,  and  Miss  E. 
Reel;  resolutions,  the  Revs.  G.  H.  Cald¬ 
well,  J.  M.  Harris,  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Shuford; 
organization,  the  Revs.  G.  W.  Patterson,  W. 

T.  Lomax,  and  Mrs.  M.  Stewart.  Welcome 
addresses  were  made  as  follows:  community, 

Mr.  Sherrill  and  the  Rev.  Wilson,  of  Ca¬ 
tawba,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South;  churches,  the  Rev.  Lindsay;  local 
church,  Mr.  C.  A.  Brown;  response,  the  Rev. 

J.  W.  Shuford.  The  district  superintendent 
made  some  forceful  remarks.  On  Thursday 
afternoon  reports  from  all  charges  for  S\m- 
day  schools,  Epworth  Leagues,  and  Junior 
Leagues  were  made.  Total  amount  raised 
from  these  organizations  ifor  the  «pense  of 
the  convention  was  $20.  A  paper  on  “What 
Should  Be  the  Sunday-School  Superintend¬ 
ent’s  Qualifications?’’  was  read  by  Miss 
Ethel  Reel;  discussion,  “Making  the  Rural 
Church  a  Community  Center,”  by  Mrs.  M. 
Stewart,  Profs.  C.  A.  Brown,  W.  C.  Cov¬ 
ington,  and  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Shuford.  The 
Rev.  J.  M.  Harris  preached  an  able  sermon 
on  Thursd^  night.  Collection,  $10.05. 

At  the  Friday  morning’s  session  the  fol¬ 
lowing  discussions:  “How  the  Church  May 
Benefit  Spiritually  From  the  Work  of  the 
Epworth  League,  “How  the  Church  May 
Benefit  Socially  From  the  Work  of  the  Ep¬ 
worth  Leagfue,’’  and  “Sunday-School  Meth¬ 
ods,”  were  led  by  Mrs.  M.  A.  Pagan,  Miss 
Anna  M.  McKesson,  Mrs.  Priscilla  Shuford, 
and  Miss  Eula  Smith.  Collection  was  taken 
for  the  benefit  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  amounting  to  $5.  Other  sub¬ 
jects  discussed  during  the  session  were: 
“Some  of  the  Hindrances  to  the  Organiza¬ 
tion  and  Maintaining  of  an  Epworth  League 
Chapter  in  My  Church,”  Misses  T.  Abernathy, 

J.  Love,  and  Mr.  Stewart;  “Selecting  Lead¬ 
ership,”  the  Rev.  G.  H.  Caldwell;  response. 

Dr.  Kearse;  “What  Can  We  Do  to  Conserve 
and  Save  the  Youfig  Life  of  the  Church?” 
Mrs.  E.  M.  McLeod;  “What  Ancient  Civili¬ 
zation  Means  to  the  World,”  Mr.  J.  Jones. 
Mrs.  Knox,  president  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society,  made  an  address  to  the 
convention. 

The  anniversary  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  was  held  on  Friday  night; 
collection,  $7,  The  officers  for  the  year  are:,^,, 
the  Rev.  N.  J.  Pass,  district  superintend^ 
ent,  president;  Mr.  T.  R.  Adams,  represent^ 
ing  Sunday-school  work,  first  vice-president; 
Mrs.  P.  Shuford,  Epworth  League,  second 
vice-president;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Pagon,  Womans 
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Epworth  League  Institute 
Dates 


1927  SEASON 


July  4-10 — Rocky  Mountain  District,  Lin¬ 
coln  Conference,  Manhattan,  Kana. 

July  4-10 — Sedalla  Institute,  Central  Mis¬ 
souri  Conference,  Sedalia,  Mo. 

July  8-10 — Beaumont  District^  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence,  Port  Arthur,  Texas. 

July  11-17— Gulfside  Institute,  Mississippi 
Conference,  Waveland,  Miss. 

July  11-17 — ^Leidn^on  Conference  Institute, 
Ninth  Street  Church,  Covington,  Ky. 
July  18-24 — San  Antonio  District  Institute, 
West  Texas  C<Hiference,  San  Antonio, 
Texas. 

July  18-24 — Rust  College,  Upper  Mississippi 
Conference,  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

July  28-81— Austin  District,  West  Texas 
Conference,  Luling,  Texas. 

July  28-81 — Little  Ro«^  Conference  Institute, 
Philander  Smith  College,  Little  Roc^ 
Ark. 

Aug.  1-7 — Bluefleld  District,  East  Tennessee 
Conference,  Bluefleld,  W.  Va, 

Aug.  8-14 — Morgan  College,  Washington  and 
Delaware  Conferences,  Morgan  College 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Aug.  1-7— Waco  District,  West  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  Rocky  Crossing  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Groesbec^  Texas. 

Aug.  18-21 — Chicago  District,  Lexington 
Conference,  Gary,  Ind. 

EAug.  16-21 — D^as  District,  West  Texas 
Conference,  Waxahachie,  Texas. 

■  Aug.  22-28 — Atlanta,  Clark  University,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga. 

Aug.  22-28 — Tennessee  Conference,  Walden 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Home  Missionary  Society,  third  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  secretary,  Mrs.  E. .  M.  Wade;  pro¬ 
gram  committee:  the  Revs.  N.  J.  Pass,  G. 
H.  CaldweU,  G.  W.  Patterson,  J.  W.  Shu- 
ford.  The  Rev.  R.  B.  Rhyne  preached  an 
abie'  sermon  on  Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.  The 
Rev.  Patterson  preached  at  night.  We  had 
a  wonderful  convention,  and  we  are  sure  when 
the  delegates  go  back  to  the  various  charges 
with  the  many  new  ideas  and  suggestions  we 
will  have  better  Sunday  schools  and  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Societies  on  the  districts. 
Our  motto  is,  “Onward  and  Upward.” — Julia 
Love,  Reporter. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

We  wish  to  thank  our  many  friends  for 
their  kindness  during  the  shoit  illness  and 
death  of  our  beloved  mother,  Mrs.  Sarah  Har¬ 
ris  McCorkle,  Holly  Springs,  Miss. — William 
McCorkle,  Edith  Harris. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Sunday-school  chil¬ 
dren  of  Asbury  Church,  Holly  Springs,  Miss., 
and  our  many  friends,  under  the  leadership 
of  Miss  Gladys  Golden,  for  the  many  pounds 
of  groceries  that  were  brought  to  the  par¬ 
sonage,  Thursday  evening,  February  17. — 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  G.  M.  ChisWm. 

We  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  of  Ackerman  and  Kosciusko, 
Miss.,  for  the  kindness  shown  during  the  ill¬ 
ness  and  death  of  our  dear  little  daughter, 
Abrilla  L.  Hasley,  who  departed  this  life 
December  18,  1926.  We  also  thank  our 
friends  of  both  places  for  the  beautiful  floral 
offerings.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  these 
good  people. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  M.  P. 
Haeley. 

The  pastor  and  wife  wish  to  thank  the 
members  of  Zion  Chapel,  Enterprise,  Miss., 
for  the  storm  that  struck  the  parsonage, 
February  18.  We  were  greatly  surprised 
after  the  prayer  service  was  over,  when  we 
heard  sweet  singing  at  the  door.  The  party 
left  more  than  100  pounds  on  the  front 
gallery.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
these  good  people.  Those  participating  were 
R.  B.  Dunlap,  P.  Toles,  T.  Patterson,  R. 
I^igee,  K.  Toles,  W.  Dunlap,  I.  Pigee,  S.  Pat- 
^ferson,  Wm.  Hunter,  Ella  Hunter,  Fannie 
WScRay,  and  many  others.  The  door  stands 
ajar  at  all  times.— W.  L.  Mills,  Pastor. 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good 
people  of  Magnolia,  Miss.,  for  the  storm 
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party  given  ns  on  February  16,  led  by  Sisters 
Ella  Pox  and  Lillie  McGowan.  Tbey  xnarcbed 
in  singing,  “God  Will  Take  Care  of  You,” 
and  laid  200  pounds  of  choice  groceries  on 
the  table.  Also  the  good  people  of  Snmmltt 
came  Monday  night,  February  21,  led  by 
Sisters  R.  Sanders  and  Gussie  Adams,  sing¬ 
ing,  “Bringing  In  the  Sheaves,”  and  laid 
slxty-flve  pounds  of  fancy  groceries  on  the 
table.  The  pastor  and  his  wife  offered  prayer 
and  spoke  words  of  encouragement  to  those 
who  gave.  God  bless  these  good  people. 
Come  again. — Reporter. 

Obituaries 

CLEMONS — ^Mr.  WiUle  Davis  Clemons  was 
born  February  24,  1908,  and  died  March  14, 
1927,  at  the  a^  of  nineteen  years.  His  death 
was  due  to  an  accident  wmch  occurred  on 
the  Dweese  Lumber  Line  train.  He  lingered 
for  thirty  days  and  bore  his  suffering  with 
patience  until  the  end  came.  He  was  a 
prominent  young  man  of  this  community  and 
a  member  of  Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  Philadelphia  (Miss.)  circuit. 
He  is  greatly  missed  in  the  community  and 
home.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  sad  departing 
a  father,  mother,  one  sister,  six  brothers, 
and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev. 
F.  L.  Woods.  His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Philips  Cemetery.  May  God’s  blessing  rest 
upon  the  bereaved  family.— Gladys  Jackson. 
Reporter. 

FERGUSON — Mrs.  Mildred  Brisco  Fer¬ 
guson,  of  Gary,  Ind.,  was  bom  March  14, 
1908,  and  departed  this  life  on  Friday,  April 
1,  1927,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  She 
was  married  to  James  Ferguson,  May  18, 
1922.  She  leaves  to  mourn,  two  sons:  Rob¬ 
ert  Lawrence  and  Roy  Stanley  Ferguson; 
husband,  mother,  and  father,  and  other  rela¬ 
tives,  also  a  host  of  friends.  She  was  an 
obedient  child  to  her  mother  at  all  times. 
She  was  loved  by  everyone  who  met  her.  Her 
last  words  were  spoken  to  her  friend,  Mrs. 
Sally  Jackson,  and  her  cousin,  Dabney  Crowe. 
She  called  them  both  to  her  bedside  and  told 
them  not  to  forget  their  promise.  Her  re¬ 
quest  was  for  them  to  help  see  to  her  chil¬ 
dren  at  all  times.  She  wiU  be  missed  by  her 
loved  ones.  This  to  the  bereaved  family: 
“God  giveth  and  God  taketh  away.”  The  Rev. 
I.  T.  White,  pastor,  ofiSciated,  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  L.  S.  Smith,  pastor  of  Liberty  Baptist 
Church,  and  the  Rev.  R.  J.  Miller,  pastor  of 
Nasarene  Baptist  Church. — Reporter. 

GILMORE-— Brother  Ernest  Lee  Gilmore 
was  born  September  11,  1884,  in  MiUigan, 
Texas,  and  died  February  22,  1927.  He  was 
the  son  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  F.  W.  Gil¬ 
more,  who  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Texas  Conference,  who  pre¬ 
ceded  his  son  some  time  ago.  Bro.  Gilmore 
was  a  faithful  member  of  Wesley  Chapel  for 
about  eighteen  years.  In  1922  he  was,  given 
license  to  preach.  The  funeral  service  was 
conducted  at  the  residence  by  the  Rev.  J. 
S.  L.  Edmondson,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Austin  District,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  A. 
D.  Jacques  and  the  Rev.  L.  H.  Richardson, 
all  of  whom  were  weU  acquainted  with  Bro. 
Gilmore  and  knew  what  service  he  had  given 
his  church  and  district.  His  funeral  was 
largely  attended.  He  was  employed  by  the 
Universal  Life  Insurance  Company,  who  also 
highly  commended  him  for  his  faithful  serv¬ 
ice.  He  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  a  faithful 
wife,  three  daughters,  two  brothers,  and  a 
host  of  friends. — B.  V.  Cummings,  Reporter. 

LEWIS — Miss  Ruth  Lee  Lewis  passed  away 
at  Olive  View  Sanatarium,  Olive  View, 
Calif.,  February  23,  1927.  Miss  Lewis  was 
born  at  Free  Run,  Miss.,  October  16,  1904. 
She  was  the  youngest  of  four  children  by 
Thomas  Lewis  and  Eve  Lewis.  Her  mother 
passed  away  April  19,  1921.  A  year  and  flve 
months  later  her  father  passed  away.  After 
the  death  of  the  parents,  the  two  ^  girls,  leav¬ 
ing  their  brothers  in  Mississippi,  went  to 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  to  make  their  home  with 
an  aunt,  Mrs.  Priscilla  Jordan,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  B.  J.  Jordan,  pastor  of  Scott  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Ruth  imme¬ 
diately  entered  one  of  the  public  schools  of 
Pasadena.  She  was  a  very  earnest  student. 


‘  ‘The  Amen  Corner’  ’ 

Rcattof ’Maw  Ctmtr"  paid  bjr  Boaid  af  Pa 


TRIUMPHANT  OLD  AOB 

A  wonderful  man  is  an  aged  miniiterl  But 
while  burning  grateful  incense  to  him  l<,t  ns 
not  forget  that  he  Is  simply  a  young  preacher 
to  whom  the  Lord  has  added  years.  Condi¬ 
tions  have  changed,  but  the  young  minister 
to-day  is  only  the  modem  replica  of  the 
young  minister  of  yesterday,  with  the  same 
ideals,  limitations,  and  consecration,  and  who 
will  be  the  retir^  minister  of  to-morrow — 
exulting  in  the  glory  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus 
Christ,  just  as  does  this  Veteran: 

“Dear  Brother  in  Christ: 

“I  was  received  into  the  Conference  in  1869 
by  Bishop  Levi  Scott,  and  my  whole  life  has 
been  given  to  Christ  and  His  Church.  I 
have  more  than  fourscore  years  behtod  me, 
and  would  be  glad  to  serve  as  many  more; 
but  my  memory  is  treacherous;  my  children 
have  scattered;  my  company  has  gone  before; 
and  mine  is  a  lonely  pilgrimage.  Yet  I  am 
not  alone,  for  God  is  with  me,  and  I  thank 
Him  for  the  privilege  of  serving  in  a  Church 
that  is  working  for  the  world’s  redemption. 

“Your  work -Is  God  g^ven;  and  my  pension 
is  the  fulflUment  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  God’s  promise  not  to  forsake  me 
in  old  age.  I  have  had  no  chance  to  lay  up 
money  for  my  enfeebled  years,  but  my  con¬ 
fidence  in  God  and  the  Church  to  wiiich  I 
gave  my  life  has  not  been  misplaced.” 

The  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief  serves 
such  aMd  ministers.  To  do  its  Christly  work 
it  needs  special  gifts.  Help  us. 

The  Life  Annuity  Bonds  of  the  Board  of 
Pensions  and  Reiief  are  good  bond*. 

Address:  Joseph  B.  Hihoelet,  Cor.  See., 
740  Rush  St.,  Chicago. 
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WHAT  IS 


The  Elementary  Magazine? 

Answer — It  is  a  new  48-pagc,  illustrated, 
monthly  magazine  of  religious  educa¬ 
tion  specializing  in  the  elementary  field. 

For  what  workers  is  it  planned? 

Answer — ^For  all  Church  School  workers 
and  teachers  in  the  Cradle  Roll,  Be¬ 
ginners,  and  Primary  and  Junior  De¬ 
partments. 

Is  it  of  value  to  teachers  who  use  the 
International  Graded  Lessons  1 

Answer — Most  emphatically  yes.  Both 
by  the  vision  and  the  {iractical  help  its 
general  contents  afford  and  by  its  special 
supplementary  material  for  use  witn  the 
Graded  Lessons. 

Has  it  other  lesson  treatments? 

Answer — Yes,  it  contains  the  teacher’s 
helps  for  the  International  Group 
Lessons  found  in  The  Primary  and  The 
Boys  and  Girls  Quarterlies. 

Is  it  essential  ? 

Answer — Very.  It  is  the  peculiar  im¬ 
plement  of  the  Elementary  Church 
^hool  worker's  craft.  As  well  may  a 
cook  do  without  a  rolling  pin,  a  seam¬ 
stress  without  a  thimble,  or  a  gardener 
without  a  spade. 

What  does  it  cost? 

Answer — In  clubs  to  schools,  13  cents  a 
quarter;  90  cents  a  year.  Singly,  annual 
only,  $1.00  a  year. 

May  1  have  a  sample  copy  ? 

Answer — You  certainly  may.  Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 

Chicago  Boston  Detroit  Pittsburgh 

Kansas  Qtjr  San  Francisco  Portland,  Ora. 


and  flnisbed  Garfield  graded  school  and  was 
in  the  junior  high  school  when  she  fell  111. 
Ruth’s  purpose  waa  to  flnish  Pasadena  high 
school  before  she  began  teaching.  But  to  the 
disappointment  of  herself  and  her  friends, 
for  she  had  many,  she  had  to  give  up  her 
school  work  to  try  to  regain  her  health.  She 
was  taken  to  the  Olive  View  Sanatarium 
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odist  Episcopal  Qmrch,  Los  Aii|dei{  the 
Rev.  J.  M.  Brown,  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Pasadena;  and  the  Rev. 

W.  L.  Stranger,  of  the  Metropolitan  Bap¬ 
tist  Cfanrdi,  Pasadena. — ^Reporter. 

MnXSAP— On  March  10,  1927,  death 

claimed  little  I.  W.  Millsw,  aged  three  years, 
the  son  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  MUlsap, 

gastor  of  our  chnrch  at  Mossville  and  Mt. 

*live.  He  died  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

King,  419  Bast  Oak  Street,  Laurel,  Miss. — 

Reporter. 

ROBINSON — ^Mr.  Stanly  Robinson  de¬ 
parted  this  life  January  2^  1927,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-three  years,  in  Beasley,  Arisona. 

He  professed  a  hope  in  Christ  under  the  Rev. 

S.  M.  Md[31oud,  on  Auwt  15,  1909.  He  was 
the  son  of  the  Rev.  H.  A.  Robinson,  who 
died  two  years  ago.  A  wife,  one  child, 
mother,  and  two  sisters  survive  him. — Re¬ 
porter. 

TATLOR — ^The  passing  of  the  late  Rev. 

Jesse  E.  Taylor  comes  as  a  neat  shock  to 
our  Florida  Conference  as  weU  as  the  South 
Florida  Conference,  of  which'' he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  at  the  time  of  his  death,  having  been 
transferred  from  the  Florida  Conference  two  Mar$hatl,  Texeu — The  Woman’s  Home  Mis- 

years  ago.  He  joined  the  Florida  Conference  sionary  Society  of  the  Ebenexer  Methodist 
in  the  city  of  Gainesville,  Fla.,  under  the  late  Episcopal  Chnrch  is  making  great  progress 
Bishop  Warren  in  1912.  He  served  acceptably  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Alice  Black 
the  following  charges  t  Haynesworth  and  and  her  coworkers.  We  look  after  the  sick 
Stanley,  High  Springs,  Levyville  and  Adams-  and  needy  of  our  community.  During  the 
vUle,  Parade,  mnfleld,  McClanny  and  first  of  April  we  had  a  mock  Woman’s 
Sanderson,  and  had  begun  a  splendid  year’s  Home  Missionary  Convention.  We  were  di¬ 
work  in  the  last  named  Conference  when  he  vlded  into  six  districts,  as  follows:  Beau- 
fdl  ilL  There  be  had  ta  give  up  his  work,  mont,  Mrs.  Ella  Jones,  president,  ^4J16; 
and  finally  returned  to  his  old  home,  Jones-  Houston,  Mrs.  N.  Jones,  president,  S22.50; 
ville,  where  everything  was  done  by  his  fam-  Marshall,  Mrs.  A.  Black,  president^  $25.75; 
ily  and  friends  for  nls  recovery.  The  end  Navasota,  Mrs.  N.  Hillary,  president,  $14; 

come  March  17,  1927,  surrounded  by  his  Palestine,  Mrs.  A.  Emory,  president,  $22; 

family  and  friends.  He  chose  the  Rev.  F.  Paris,  Mrs.  P.  D.  Johnson,  president,  $25; 

E.  Welch  about  ten  years  ago  to  preach  his  total  raised,  $188JS0.  We  fi®ve  PRid  our 

funeral.  He  was  buried  from  the  famous  World  Service  (|uota  in  full;  paid  $50  on 
old  Pleasant  Plain  Methodist  Episcopal  pipe  organ ;  reported  ^.40  Lenten  money. 
Church,  Jonesvllle,  Fla.,  his  home,  March  18.  We  were  gl^od  to  have  Deaconess  Rosa  Slmp- 
The  following  ministers  were  present  and  o™'  Confermce  organise^  to  visit  us 

spoke:  the  Revs.  E.  Martin,  J.  C.  Certain,  during  the  month  of  AprU.  Jours  in  IHs 
G.  W.  DeBose,  H.  M.  Trapp,  B.  E.  Hail,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Bl^  PresWent;  Mrs.  N. 

Dr.  S.  B.  Wilson.  R.  NeiL  P.  Nell,  and  G.  L.  Jones,  Corresponding  Secretary. 


VS  VroRCUTi.%AKMDS.fillllltet. 
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A  PROMPTGCRniCIDt 
HEALING'  SOOTHING- COOLING 


CHURCH  FURNITURE 


Coimnunion  Service  Outfits 

pwssDt  .day 
A  impNssivs  fvlss. 


Marriacre - 

“  to  the  District  Conference  two  thirds  of  your 

AUSTIN— THOMAS.  Mr.  Houston  Austin,  for  World  Service.  Tills  can  be  easily 

of  Houston,  Texas,  and  Miss  Viola  Thomas,  if  £^.1,  pastor  will  put  on  a  special 

of  Opelousas,  La.,  were  happily  married  at  drfye  for  this,  the  greatest  financial  cause, 
St  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Ope-  ©f  the  church.  Brethren,  it  our  sacred  duty 
lousas,  Sunday  evening,  Mav  22,  1927,  at  to  see  to  it  that  the  World  Service  does  not 
8.15  o’clock.  It  was  a  Beautiful  affair,  being  lag,  for  it  is  throu^  this  medium  that  the 
a  rainbow  wedding.  Master  Aston  Girom  church  is  able  to  raise  money  for  the  putting 
was  riim  bearer;  little  Misses  Dorothy  Har-  over  of  its  world  program.  We  ask  that 
risen,  June  Hebrard,  and  Thelma  Donato  Sunday,  July  81,  and  Sund^,  August  14,  be 
were  the  flower  girls.  The  Rev.  L.  H.  Smith,  oq,  rally  days  for  World  Service,  and  that 

{lastor,  performs  the  ceremony. — Miss  Wil-  each  psMtor  report  in  cash  and  vouchers  two 
ie  Mae  Thompson,  Reporter.  thirds  of  his  quota.  We  can’t  afford  to  fall 

behind  last  year,  even  though  the  flood  has 
been  a  handicap  to  us.  If  the  charges  on  the 
dpCCl&i  WOllCCS  district  that  were  not  in  the  flooded  area  will 

The  address  of  the  Rev.  John  W.  Wesley,  J.®.  tnl 

district  superintendent  Atlantic  District,  f-om 

South  PlorlSa  Conference,  has  been  changed  dT 

from  514  West  Church  Street  to  Deland,  last  year.-W.  S.  Sherrill,  Dis- 

Fla..  General  Delivery.  Superintendent. 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  comer  14th  Any  information  will  be  greatly  appre- 

and  Campbell  Streets,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  elated  by  his  mother,  Mrs.  Jane  Cole,  957 
Permanent  address,  1827  Campbell  Street.  Kilpatrick  Street,  Corinth  Miss. 

LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT  I  wish  to  inquire  ifor  my  brother,  Jacob 

The  District  Conference,  Sundav  School  Simons,  last  seen  at  Lula,  Miss.  His  father’ll 
and  Epworth  League  Convention  has  been  name  is  John  Simons,  and-  mother.  Ester 
changed  from  M^xehee,  Ark.,  to  Brown’s  Simons;  sister,  Elisabeth  Simons.  Any  in- 
Chopel,  little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  will  meet  formation  concerning  him  will  be  greatly  ap- 
from  August  17-21,  1927.  Now,  brother  predated.  He  is  a  Methodist  preacher. — 
pastors,  we  are  asking  that  each  of  you  report  Elisabeth  Clark,  Box  168,  Crowder,  Miss. 


Woman's  Column 

SvtmtvHU,  Imi. — ^The  Woman’s  Home 
MlssloDary  Sodety  of  St.  John’s  Methodist 


^iirrett  BIbHcsl  tn«1rttaW 

EuMtteBi 


ADVO 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO,  AND  NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA,  JULY  7,  19*7 


Make  me  too  brave  to  lie  or  be  unkind. 

Make  me  too  understanding  too,  to  mind 
The  little  hurts  companions  give  and  friends. 
The  careless  hurts  that  no  one  quite  intends. 
Make  me  too  thoughtful  to  hurt  others  so. 
Help  me  to  know 

The  inmost  hearts  of  those  for  whom  I  care, 
Their  secret  wishes,  all  the  load  they  bear. 
That  I  may  add  my  courage  to  their  own. 
May  I  make  lonely  folks  feel  less  alone 
And  happier  ones  a  little  happier,  yet 
May  I  forget 

What  ought  to  be  forgotten  apd  recall 
Unfailing  all 

That  ought  be  recalled,  each  kindly  thing. 
Forgetting  what  might  sting. 

To  all  upon  my  way 
Day  after  day 

Let  me  be  joy,  be  hope.  Let  my  life  sing. 

-Mary  Carolyn  Davies,  in  the  Baltimore  Southern  Methodist. 
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Political  Parties  and  Citizen  Ideals 

Wets  Attempting  to  Seize  Parties 
By  Harry  E.  Woolever 

Editor,  Tho  Nationat  Mofhoditt  Prt$$ 


spective  of  old  partjr  Ubeli.  If  a  great,  new 
party  were  to  be  formed  around  moral  and 
progresBlTe  iuues,  millions  in  all  parts  of 
the  country  now  politically  separate^  as  well 
as  many  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  Con¬ 
gress,  especially  in  the  Senate,  would  be  found 
in  the  same  party.  The  great  mass  of  the  best 
cltlsenry  in  the  South  and  in  the  North,  now 
in  opposing  political  camps,  would  be  battling 
toge^r  on  great  moral  issues.  Sectlonidism 
in  political  matters  is  largely  artificial  and 
a  result  of  decadent  controversies.  A  lead¬ 
ing  Democrat  in- the  Senate  has  declared  that 
the  Rq>nblican  President  is  as  much  a  States’ 
rights  advocate  as  his  own  partisans.  This  is 
but  one  instance  indicating  how  the  tenets 
of  the  old  partisanism  have  lost  their  hold 
and  that  the  major  parties  are  now  largely 
political  machines. 

MORAL  ISSUES  IN  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  The  citlsens  of  this  country  who  believe  in 

ih.  p«,pu  of  thu 

•ttempl  to  .ppl,  morrf  pr^le.  ^  u>e  conduct  ot  our  present  political 

ism  to  the  conduct  of  pubUc  atfairs,  !^  ^^h  ^..chines  that  they  neglect  tEelr  voting  fran- 
|md  designing  demmt  cries  ^t  the  church  This  is  a  mist&e  and  means  flw  de¬ 
ls  interfering  where  it  hu  no  b^lness.  Many  ^eld  and  the  turning  over 

^  thwe  are  not  weU  /"“d  enough  to  selection  of  national  officials  to  those 

know  that  anything  t^t  conwms  the  public  ^  ^ 

offers  the  only  possible  way  to  success  for 
the  right,  and  this  may  require  a  union  of 
forces  upon  new  and  higher  political  grounds. 
This  is  a  time  when  all  citizens,  clear  visioned 
and  patriotic,  need  to  come  to  the  aid  of  their 

Both  for 


I  sundry  types,  are  plotting  to  manipulate  the  majority  of  the  voters  of  this  nation  are 
the  poUtical  parties  in  the  1928  cam-  dry,  and  that  if  these  arouse  themselves  or 
palgn  to  gain  their  own  ends.  They  are  now  are  aroused  because  of  un-American  tactics, 
scheming  and  using  drastic  threats  in  the  they  can  meet  the  wets  in  a  political  battle 
hope  of  forcing  presidential  nominations  in  with  no  question  as  to  the  victory, 
such  fashion  as  to  control  the  next  occupant 
of  the  White  House,  whichever  party  wins 
at  the  polls.  They  have  no  spedal  regard 
“for  either  party  as  such,  but  seek  for  the 
one  end,  the  retam  of  the  liquor  traffic.  Cer¬ 
tain  groups,  allies  of  the  wets  but  with  vary- 


“Btung  by  tho  oplendor  of  a  tvdden 
thought" — inof  it  truo  on  tdmott  every 
page  of  Oottip’t  “OalUean  Accent,"  a 
voiume  of  original,  deeply  tpiritual,  and 
mtpiring  termont..  Hie  "On  the  Edge 
of  the  Crowd"  wot  an  awakoner.  New 
thoughte  omd  Mpiratiom,  ideale,  worihtpi, 
prayeri  etarted  up  out  of  every  tertnon. 
Now  he  hat  done  it  again,  ana  the  loot 
book  teetnt  even  richer  and  more  tug- 
gettive  than  the  firtt.  I  am  rendering 
a  teroice  to  every  minitter  in  recommend¬ 
ing  that  if  necettary  he  tell  hit  coat  and 
buy  Oottip’t  “Bermont."  If  they  do  not 
thriU  and  pottett  him  m  thought  and  im¬ 
agination  and  to  a  new  note  in  hit  ter- 
monic  ministry,  then  the  fire  alarm  ought 
to  be  tounded  in  hit  ear. — Bithop  W.  P. 
Thirkield. 


country  and  Hs  larger  mission, 
the  welfare  of  the  nation  as  well  as  of  civiliza- 
timi,  the  best  citizenry  of  this  country  must 
let  its  united  force  be  felt.  No  pains  can  be 
neglected  to  the  end  that  those  who  in  our 
present  system  determine  the  candidates,  may 
know  that  unless  citizens  of  such  character 
and  ideals  as  merit  the  support  of  the  drys 
are  nominated,  there  will  be  a  revolt  and 
the  establishment  of  a  new  order  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  public  affairs  of  this  great  Re¬ 
public. 


Personal  and  General 


of  the  last  ballots,  are  of  tremendous  con-  tiie  church  has  a  responsibility  which  no 
cem  to  the  church  people  of  this  country,  other  group  can  take.  It  is  ever  true  that  in 
This  greatest  reform  of  the  past  half  cen-  when  the  element  seeking  selfish  or  partisan  rea' 
tury  is  the  outstanding  social  and  moral  ends  in  public  affairs  fears  its  domination 
victory  which  the  Christian  forces  of  this  over  political  parties  is  weakening,  it  threat-  — h 
Nation  registered  during  this  period.  Gov-  ens  to  bolt  the  old  parties.  Pai 

emment  officials  having  to  do  with  making  The  best  thing  in  the  long  run  for  the  na-  riaj 
effective  this  amendment,  have  said  that  pro-  tion  would  be  a  bolt  on  the  port  of  all  the  ing. 
hibition  is  a  reform  which  never  could  have  so-called  “liberal  wets,”  nulliflcationists  and  tyn, 
been  enacted  into  law  without  the  leadership  anti-prohibitionists,  as  this  might  initiate  the 
of  the  church  people,  and  that  it  con  only  breaking  up  of  the  present  party  organiM- 

be  made  effective  by  their  continued  co-oper-  f  _  _ 

ation  and  leadership  in  this  cause.  .Although  with  fundamental  moral  and  social  issues 
the  overthrow  of  the  liquor  traffic  was  an  characterizing  the  differences  in  their  make- 
economic,  social,  and  moral  advance,  it  was  up.  ■* 

through  the  political  system  of  our  Govern¬ 
ment  that  alcohol  was  constitutionally  out¬ 
lawed.  It  is  through  this  same  means  that 
the  wets  are  seeking  to  restore  it. 
hope,  through  mislea^g  the  people,  to  put 
wet  officials  into  federal  offices  so  as  to  ac¬ 
complish  nullification  by  non-enforcement. 


of  Chattanooga,  and  grandson  of 

_ ^  _  ^ _ ^ _ ^  _  ^  Gilbert  Haven.  Miss  Leeming  is  a 

tions  and  &e  iforming  of  two  strong  parties  graduate  of  Smith  College  and  treasurer  of 

.  '  the  Junior  League  of  Brooklyn.  Mr.  Thin 

_  _ _ _ _  kield  is  a  graduate  of  Wesleyan  University 

"p.  The  major  parties,  to-day,  do  not  repre-  and  vice-president  of  the  Brooklyn  Trust 
sent  any  distinctive  aspects  of  governmental  Company, 
conduct.  They  have  passed  the  period  of 
those  issues  which  brought  them  into  being. 

'ney  The  personalities  of  the  men  heading  the 
tickets  have  most  to  do  with  the  outcome  of 
the  election.  The  old  parties  are  largely 
partisan  organizations  devoid  of  fundamental 
issues  of  political  simificance.  It' is  for  this 
reason  that  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  and 
law  enforcement  are  looming  so  prominently 
as  campaign  issues. 

The  wets  are  determined  to  have  a  wet 

_ _  _  _  _  candidate,  and  they  are  putting  organization, 

local  organization,  dev  jopment  of  public  finances,  and  planning  back  of  such  a  pro¬ 
sentiment  founded  on  facts,  and  an  active  gram.  Those  who  believe  in  prohibition  as 
participation  in  primary  and  general  elec-  an  economic,  social,  and  moral  advance, 
tions.  should  demand  with  equal  agnessiveness  the 

Dr.  Nicholas  Murray  Butler,  president  of  ■  right  to  vote  for  a  presidential  candidate  who 
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s  The  foregoing  facta  and  opinions  are  cited 
t  that  the  great  majority  of  voters  of  this 
country  wm  are  patriotic  and  socially  and 
e  morally  minded  may  see  that  the  time  is  at 
1-  hand  when  they  must  stand  together  irre- 
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general  social  order.  He  is  a  social  parasite,  whom  the 
community  has  educated  at  vast  expense,  who  insists  that 
his  educational  equipment  is  chiefly  for  himself,  for  a 
good  time,  or  for  social  preferment  or  to  become  an 
keen  adept  at  mon«y  grabbing.  Of  course,  the  chief  end  of 
the  educational  process  is  the  making  of  character,  the 
offered  building  of  manhood  and  womanhood;  the  “flowering  of 

But  to  what  purpose  is  this  enrich- 


I  educational  process  is  involved  in  a  right  concep- 
tion  of  the  purpose  of  education. 

This  is  unquestionably  true  as  to  distribution  of 
educational  benefits  in  the  future.  Already  there  is 
comment  on  the  tendency  of  the  big  universities  to  raise 
tuition  prices  so  that  the  educational  advantages  <  “ 

in  such  institutions  are  becoming  the  privilege  of  the  the  human  species.” 

few  rather  than  of  the  needy,  dependent  populace.  Such  ment  of  character,  this  blossoming  of  the  individual  but 
prohibitory  tuition  charges  will  affect  the  will  to  edu-  its  final  consummation  in  the  fruitage  of  constructive 
cate  on  part  of  all  except  those  who  are  under  the  urge  and  productive  social  service? 

of  a  deliberate  and  worthwhile  purpose  to  undergo  what-  From  earliest  times  this  has  been  the  dominant  con- 
ever  exactions  are  required  to  fulfil  the  demands  of  the  cept  of  educational  systems.  They  are  to  fit  the  youth 
educational  process.  for  service  to  the  tribe,  the  community,  the  state.  The 

Now  comes  Mr.  Rockefeller  with  an  indictment  of  underlying  social  theory  was  that  the  individual  belonged 
the  motive  underlying  the  attendance  of  most  college  to  the  state.  And  essentially  this  theory  is  ours  to-day. 
students.  As  the  largest  private  benefactor  of  any  na-  It  received  acute  emphasis  through  the  system  of  con- 
tion  and  any  age  to  the  cause  of  public  education,  his  scription  employed  by  the  nations  in  mol^zing  for  the 
analysis  of  the  situation  and  his  implied  warning  will  late  war.  On  the  basis  of  this  traditional  social  theory 
assuredly  carry  weight.  And  if  his  observations  are  cor-  as  well  as  on  the  ground  of  return?  on  ita  Investment,  the 
rect,  it  may  as  well  be  expected  that,  on  reflection,  com-  state  rightly  expects  those  to  whose  education  it  con- 
munities  and  philanthropies  will  more  seriously  ponder  tributes  to  in  turn  become  contributors  primarily  to 
and  pause  in  rendering  support  to  educational  enter-  society’s  well-being. 

prise  in  the  future.  But  such  a  motivation  of  one’s  education  is  deter- 

“To-day,”  says  Mr.  Rockefeller,  “the  majority  of  mined  largely  by  the  atmosphere  of  the  college  one  at- 
students  go  to  college  for  a  good  time,  for  social  con-  tends.  The  impact  of  the  ideals  which  a  college  main- 
siderations,  or  to  fit  themselves  to  earn  money.  The  tains  produces  most  striking  results  in  determining  the 
idea  of  service  to  the  community  is  no  longer  the  chief  ideals  that  shall  dominate  the  after-life  of  the  college  stu- 
^sideration.  Under  these  conditions  the  student  might  dent.  If  Mr.  Rockefeller  had  gone  further  in  his  ob- 
goperly  be  expected  to  pay  for  the  benefits  he  receives.”  servations,  very  probably  he  would  have  found  the  mod- 
There  can  hardly  be  any  questioning  of  the  conclusion  em  college  and  university  largely  responsible  for  the  pres- 
t)eached  by  this  keen  observer  and  most  successful  man  of  ent  selfish  and  unsocial  motives  in  the  lives  of  those  under 
affairs,  if'  his  premise  is  correct.  Without  a  canvass  of  the  educational  process.  It  is  as  sure  as  day  that  there 
the  mind  of  the  student  body  of  the  country  it  would  can  be  no  adequate  motive  in  auy  Ufo  that  is  not  in- 
^  diflScult  to  grant  Mr.  Rockefeller’s  premise.  And  we  fluenced  by  religious  considerations.  Only  in  the  per- 
know  there  are  many  high-souled  youths  in  the  nation’s  spective  of  such  an  influence  can  the  real  dignity  and  pur- 
schools— particularly  in  the  private  and  religious  edu-  pose  of  life,  individual  and  social,  be  discovered, 

cational  institutions.  But  it  is  just  as  certain  there  are  Concern  exists  in  the  mind  of  many  of  the  country’s 
multiplied  thousands  of  our  youth  attending  the  schools  most  thoughtful  and  discerning  leaders  regarding  the 
whose  concepts  of  the  nature  and  purpose  of  education  atmosphere  of  American  college  life.  President  Henry 
seem  strikingly  at  variance  with  the  high  idealism  that  Sloane  Coffin,  of  the  Union  Theological  Seminary  of  New 
should  incite  to  action  in  this  regard.  There  is  here  no  York,  addressing  the  annual  Student  Conference  at 
attempt  to  discuss  the  complex  of  causes  disposing  mod-  Northfield  last  week,  pointed  out  with  fine  prophetic  in- 
^n  youth  to  their  truncated  idealism.  Whatever  the  sight  the  five  potent  factors  In  the  thought  and  back- 
causes,  the  effects  are  notoriously  obvious  that  all  too  ground  of  the  present  situation  which  make  relimon  difli- 

MAM*.  _ ^_1 _ 1  _ J.  ?_  J*  •  V _ s.  o 


First  Is  hufflAnncssy  sftid  DFi  Ooffin.  ^^Emphnsis  is  put  upon 
the  superior  powers  of  man  without  any  recognition  whatever  that 
God  may  have  contributed  anything. 

“The  second  factor  is  the  selentiflc  attitude  toward  the  world 
which  is  developing  to  •  high  degree  to-day.  This  imperial  process 
of  cutting  up  and  dividing  life  Into  neat  and  carefdl  parcels  will 
never  help  us  And  God  nor  discover  the  real  man. 

“The  industrial  organisation  of  mankind  is  the  third  factor  that 
is  making  it  hard  for  us  to  find  a  place  for  religion.  Accompanying 
virtues  such  as  thrift,  push,  and  industry,  are  good,  hot  they  are 
not  the  best  If  ranked  with  those  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
they  fall  far  short 
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"Another  fnctor  is  democracy.  Democracy  levels  down  as  well 
as  levels  up.  Real  rdlglon  never  entered  the  world  via  the  mass 
movement. 

"The  fifth  factor  is  psychology.  In  its  emphasis  upon  the  ma¬ 
terialistic  view  of  life  and  its  depersonalisation  of  God,  religion 
faces  a  real  difficulty. 

"In  addition  to  these  factors  which  confront  everybody,  the 
college  student  has  further  difficulties.  He  is  a  spectator  on  life 
rather  than  an  appreciator  of  life.  His  is  the  critical  attitude,  and 
this  is  assumed  toward  every  part  of  life. 

“Still  another  difficulty  is  self-consciousness,  which  quite  com¬ 
pletely  prevents  him  from  losing  himself  in  any  great  cause.  .College 
makes  him  conventional.  The  religious  in  college  are  most  often 
not  found  on  the  popular  side.  College  life  also  makes  for  selfish- 
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ness.  With  all  tiiese  difficulties,  it  is  amasing  that  the  college  man 
is  even  interested  in  religion. 

"College  should  teach  a  man  to  think  objectively,  to  cultivate 
his  tastes,  and  to  develop  a  conscience.  An  honest  search  should 
find  a  place  for  Jesus  in  this  picture.” 

With  Jesus  as  part,  the  central  part,  of  this  com¬ 
posite  concept  of  life,  every  student  would  readily  find 
an  adequate  motive  for  life,  the  only  real  and  abiding- 
reason  for  going  to  college.  One  discovers  one’s  self  and 
life’s  real  motive  in  that  type  of  philosophy  which  posits 
a  personal  God,  a  di-vine  Christ,  and  an  imperative  moral 
duty. 


Commencement 
At  Philander  Smith  College 

«  r 

By  Mrs.  H.  M.  Nasmyth 


Commencement  exercises  of  our  school  were 
ushered  in  with  a  great  musical  program,  imder 
the  direction  of  the  professors  of  the  music  de¬ 
partment.  A  large  audience  greeted  the  participants, 
and  each  performer,  from  the  very  beginners  to  the  most 
advanced,  including  the  vocal  and  instrumental  numbers, 
as  well  as  orchestra,  did  well,  and  were  heartily  cheered 
again  and  again  by  an  appreciative  audience. 

The  program  of  the  joint  literary  societies  of  May 
27  was  a  big  feature  also,  and  the  audience  seemed  very 
much  pleased  with  it. 

Baccalaureate  morning.  May  29,  dawned  exceedingly 
warm  and  bright.  At  9.30  the  college  love  feast  open^ 
with  Profs.  Hamilton  and  Crawford  as  leaders.  In  this 
love  feast  we  were  prepared  to  more  fully  appreciate  and 
enjoy  the  great  sermon  which  Dr.  W.  J.  King,  of  At¬ 
lanta,  preached  for  us.  He  brought  out  of  his  treasure 
house  things  both  new  and  old.  On  baccalaureate  night 
Dr.  King  gave  a  wonderful  lecture  from  the  subject,  “The 
Bible  in  Literature.”  All  seemed  to  enjoy  it  splendidly. 
He  had  a  great  audience  each  time  he  spoke. 

Monday  morning.  May  80,  was  the  last  day  in  which 
we  met  for  regular  chapel  service.  The  final  campus 
social  followed,  and  at  night  the  commencement  exercise 
of  Adeline  Smith  Home  was  rendered.  Five  minutes  be¬ 
fore  the  hour  set  for  the  opening  of  the  program,  the 
audience  room  being  crowded,  the  students  marched  in 
to  the  strains  of  Gounod’s  “Soldier’s  Chorus,”  played  on 
two  pianos,  with  four  hands  to  each  piano. 

After  our  classic,  “Freedom,”  had  been  sung,  a  spirit¬ 
ual  and  fervent  prayer  was  prayed  by  Mrs.  L.  G.  Hodges, 
of  Pine  Bluff.  Wonderful  music,  both  vocal  and  instru¬ 
mental,  was  presented  to  a  delighted  audience.  Sdec- 
tions  from  opera,  etc.  Then  after  the  announcements 
were  made,  seven  young  women  gave  a  sacred  drama 
entitled  “The  Challenge  of  the  Cross,”  finishing  up  mth 
all  of  them  accepting  a  place  at  the  cross  in  a  beautiful 
tableau,  while  a  quartet  sang  “The  Old  Rugged  Cross.” 
TTie  sacredness  of  the  whole  drama  was  pronounced,  and 
without  benediction  or  anything  as  the  last  words  melted 
from  the  singers’  lips  the  audience  rose  and  left  quietly 
for  their  respective  homes. 

Tuesday  and  Tuesday  night  were  filled  with  programs 
of  different  classes.  Wednesday  ni^t  the  Alumni  As¬ 
sociation  had  a  fine  program,  and  after  that  a  splendid 


banquet  at  the  Phyllis  Wheatley  Y.  W.  C.  A.  building. 
Much  interest  was  manifested  in  the  further  success  of 
the  school,  and  each  one  felt  that  in  order  to  make  it 
what  it  should  be,  they  must  work  as  they  have  never 
worked  before  to  enthuse  others  to  become  interested. 

Thursday  morning,  June  2,  we  had  the  final  exercise 
of  the  week.  The  address  to  the  graduating  class  was 
delivered  by  Mr.  Leo  M.  Favrot,  of  Baton  Rouge,  who 
is  field  agent  for  the  General  Education  Board.  His 
address  was  a  chaste,  splendid  classic  that  will  not  soon 
be  forgotten  by  those  who  heard  him.  It  is  a  joy  to 
hear  an  educated  man  who  has  prepared  himself  and 
makes  good  on  the  platform. 

Owing  to  the  floods  and  the  recent  racial  disturbance 
in  our  city,  we  have  been  hindered  greatly  in  our  work. 
The  floods  have  hindered  us,  of  course,  very  much  more 
than  anything  else,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  gather 
in  as  we  had  hoped  for  our  golden  jubilee  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  school,  but  we  will  have  to  make  this 
instead  of  a  jubilee  year  a  Lindbergh  non-stop  jubilee; 
that  is,  continue  until  we  have  the  very  last  bit  of  money 
raised  that  is  needed.  ^ 

More  and  more  are  we  expected  to  give  more  freely 
toward  the  education  of  our  youth.  The  church  and 
the  nation  expect  that  we  do  it,  and  daily  we  are  getting 
better  prepared  to  do  so,  and  let  none  feel  that  he  must 
not  get  under  this  burden,  because  this  is  a  burden  that 
all  must  share,  and  none  must  shirk. 

And  you,  dear  friends  who  have  promised  to  give 
money,  though  the  floods  may  have  taken  all  you  possess 
now,  God  is  good  and  will  give  you  a  start  again,  and 
that  your  promise  is  to  us,  and  in  proportion  as  you  are 
prospered,  so  you  must  make  good  in  paying  your  pledges 
to  the  school,  and  do  not  think  that  it  is  a  fifty-year  jubi¬ 
lee  campaign  any  more,  but  think  of  it  as  a  non-stop 
campaign  until  we  have  finished  what  we  have  begun. 
It  can  be  done ;  it  must  be  done ;  it  will  be  done  if  we  all 
have  a  mind  to  work. 


— Clouds  do  not  destroy  the  sun. 

— ^Hypocrites  always  hide  behind  each  other. 

— ^The  golf-playing  pastor  never  putts  well  on  Sunday. 
— ^When  a  preacher  preaches  to  save  his  own  soul,  others 
will  find  the  narrow  way. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


‘‘Service” 

A  MID  all  the  flood  of  commencement  oratory  for  this 
season  the  Grand  Prize  for  sheer  blundering  must 
be  awarded  to  Colonel  Hskry  L.  Stimsok,  the 
former  Secretary 'of  War,  who  graced  the  commencement 
exercises  of  Syracuse  University  with  an  address  to  the 
graduates.  The  remarks  which  he  addressed  particularly 
to  the  thirteen  students  in  the  Reserve  Officers'*  Training 
Corps  who  received  commissions  as  second  lieutenants  con¬ 
tained  an  amazing  insult  to  the  800  graduates  who  were 
not  awarded  shoulder  straps.  He  said,  as  reported  in  the 
Syracuse  papers ; 

“There  is  one  very  distinct  difference  between  the  commissions 
conferred  upon  you  this  morning  and  the  diplomas  conferred  on  the 
other  members  of  your  class. 

“The  other  diplomas  r^resent  primarily  work  dons  with  tJw  ob¬ 
ject  of  qualifying  the  eandUUste  to  earn  hie  living,  and  only  inci¬ 
dentally,  though  very  truly,  to  qualify  for  service  to  their  country. 

“But  in  your  case,  no  one  by  the  wildest  flight  of  imas^ation  can 
imagine  a  commission  in  the  reserve  corps  as  having  been  sought 
in  order  to  the  man  a  chance  to  earn  a  living.  It  represents 
solely  the  effort  to  qualify  the  recipient  to  serve  the  country  in  case 
of  need.” 

Here  were  800  of  the  finest  youth  in  America.  After 
the  discipline  of  the  college  years  they  were  going  out  to 
service,  as  have  thousands  of  Syracuse  graduates  in  the 
past,  in  all  fields  of  life  and  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Yet 
this  Colonel  of  the  Reserve  Corps  tells  them  that  they  do 
not  deserve  to  be  mentioned  in  the  same  breath  as  a  second 
lieutenant.  Are  the  physicians,  the  missionaries,  the 
teachers,  the  preachers,  the  nurses,  and  the  business  men 
of  high  ideals  who  have  gone  out  from  Syracuse  to  render 
genuinely  sacrificial  service  to  their  country  to  take  a  far 
back  seat  behind  the  second  lieutenants?  The  casual  way 
in  which  Colonel  Stimson  accepts  the  aim  of  increasing 
one’s  money-getting  power  as  the  main  purpose  of  a  col¬ 
lege  is  a  slander  on  every  college  in  America.  It  has  been 
particularly  resented  by  the  friends  of  Syracuse  Univer¬ 
sity.  Today,  as  in  the  years  that  are  past,  its  purpose 
and  achievement  has  been  to  instill  a  high  spirit  of  service 
in  its  students.  And  Colonel  Stimson  has  grievously  mis¬ 
represented  the  spirit  of  the  university  and  of  its  students. 

Christianity’s  Battlefields  Today  and 
Tomorrow 

Dr*  henry  SLOANE  coffin.  President  of 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  in  an  address  at 
the  Student  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Summer  Conference  at 
Northfield,  gave  a  sort  of  aeroplane  view  of  some  of  the 
chief  fighting  fronts  of  the  Christian  Church  today.  His 
brief  summary  of  the  present  situation  is  valuable  to  an 
understanding  of  our  time. 

Doctor  Coffin  says  that  there  are  five  potent  factors  in 
the  thought  and  background  of  the  present  situation 
which  make  it  difficult  for  religion  to  get  a  chance : 

1.  “Emphasis  is  put  upon  the  superior  powers  of  man  without  any 
recognition  whatever  that  God  may  have  contributed  anything. 

2.  “The  second  factor  is  the  scientiflc  attitude  toward  the  world 
which  is  developing  to  a  high  degree  today.  This  imperial  process  of 
cutting  and  dividing  life  into  neat  and  careful  parcels  will  never 
help  ns  find  God  nor  discover  the  real  man. 

8.  “The  industrial  organisation  of  mankind  is  the  third  factor  that 
is  making  it  hard  for  us  to  And  a  place  for  region.  Accompanying 
virtues  such  as  thrift,  push  and  industry  are  good,  but  they  are  not 
the  best.  If  ranked  with  those  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  they  fall 
far  short. 

A  “Another  factor  is  democracy.  Democracy  levels  down  as  well 
as  levels  up.  Real  religion  never  entered  the  world  via  the  mass 
movement. 


fl*  “The  flfth  factor  is  psychology.  In  its  emphasis  upon  the  ma- 
terialistk  view  of  life  and  its  depersonalisation  of  God,  religion  faces 
a  real  dUBenlty.” 

All  these  represent  major  engagements  for  the  Church 
in  our  day.  Very  often  the  Church  has  suffered  because 
all  within  it  have  not  understood  where  its  real  decisive 
battles  lay.  Many  have  regarded  the  antagonism  to  sci¬ 
ence  as  a  chief  battle  of  the  Church.  Many  have  thought 
of  the  modernist-fundamentalist  controversy  in  the  same 
light.  Both  of  those  are  rear-end  skirmishes.  The  real 
decisive  fighting  is  out  front  where  characteristic  forces 
of  our  time  contend  against  the  validity  and  the  power  of 
the  Christian  gospel  in  the  shaping  of  the  world. 

Worn  Coins  of  Speech 

A  BOOK  has  recently  been  published  which  is  terrible 
enough  to  give  any  reader  a  nightmare  after  only 
a  few  moments*  perusal.  It  is  a  book  which  con¬ 
tains,  according  to  the  prospectus,  more  than  16,000 
“choice  and  beautiful  phrases.”  There  is  hardly  any 
hackneyed  or  moth-eaten  phrase  in  the  English  usage 
which  is  not  lovingly  enshrined  in  this  volume.  The  adver¬ 
tisement  promises  that  by  salting  our  speech  with  the 
phrases  of  this  “super-guide  to  correct  and  vigorous  Eng¬ 
lish,”  we  will  capture  that  elusive  quality  known  as  “style 
of  speech.”  The  book  will  be  a  boon  for  a  very  opposite 
reason  than  the  one  proclaimed  by  the  publishers.  It 
furmshes  a  valuable  list  of  what  to  avoid.  Here  are  some 
of  the  old  warhorses  of  many  ^  an  oratorical  campaign : 

I  say  without  fear  of  successful  contradiction.' 

One  word  more  and  I  am  done. 

Fraught  with  peril.  i 

We  are  bound  to  give  heed.  * 

Along  these  lines.  ; 

Air  Uke  wine. 

Whither  are  we  drifting? 

Far-flung  battle  line. 

The  advertisement  concludes — ‘*Remember  there  are 
16,000  of  these.”  Perhaps  you  have  suffered  beyond 
measure  from  similar  phrases  which  are  like  mere  shells  in 
which  life  once  existed.  What  is  the  outworn  phrase 
which  grates  most  on  your  ears?  Send  in  your  list. 

Four  Conditions  Necessary  to  a  Revival 

A  PROPOS  of  the  statements  issued  by  the  Committee 
OB  Evangelism  of  the  Board  of  Bishops  concern¬ 
ing  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  Church,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  statement  of  the  conditions  necessary  to  a  revival 
recently  made  by  Canon  E.  S.  Woods  of  Cambridge,  Eng¬ 
land,  is  well  worth  thinking  over.  Doctor  Woods  is  one 
of  the  effective  preachers  of  the  Church  of  EngUnd,  a 
leader  in  tlje  Student  Christian  Movement.  >■  Doctor 
Woods’  conditions  run  much  deeper  into  the  present  reli¬ 
gious  situation  than  merely  lamenting  that  times  have 
changed,  or  attempting  to  recreate  the  methods  and 
moods  of  a  day  that  has  passed.  He  says: 

“First,  we  must  recover  the  original  values  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  At  present  the  churches  are  full  of  people  who 
have  gotten  their  Christianity  upside  down. 

“Second,  we  must  have  a  reinterpretation  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  V  message.' 

“Third,  we  must  make  a  courageous  adventure  into 
applied  Christianity,  we  must  make  Christian  experiments 
in  various  regions  of  living. 

“Fourth,  we  must  have  a  rebirth  of  living  faith.”  L. 
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China’s  Dark  Horse 


WnX  the  Chinese 
Nationalists  reach 
Peking  and  unify 
the  country  all  the  way  to 
the  Great  Wall? 

It  took  the  National¬ 
ists  only  a  few  months  to 
reach  l^e  Yangtze  River 
from  Canton  and  to  con¬ 
trol  the  richer  half  of  the 
country  in  their  recent 
campaign.  But  many  an¬ 
other  campaign  has  car¬ 
ried  that  far.  In  the  middle  of  the  last  century  the  Tai  ardent  Nationalist.  So  were  leaders  of  the  American 
Pings  the  lower  Yangtze  and  the  south  for  years,  Revolution.  Feng  wants  his  country  freed  from  the  last 
then  collapsed.  The  Revolutionists  of  1912  captured  vestige  of  foreign  control.  He  believes  in  political  and 
everything  on  the  Yangtze  and  southward,  and  then  com-  ecclesiastical  revolution  in  China  at  this  time.  He  has 
promised  for  nominal  union  of  the  country  in  the  name  many  friends  among  British  and  American  missionaries, 
of  a  republic.  Will  the  Nationalists  do  better  in  1927?  But  his  friendship  for  them  and  for ‘Christianity  does 
Wait  until  Marshal  Feng  Yu  Hsiang  gets  into  ac-  not  prevent  him  from  criticizing  missionaries  whose  na¬ 
tion.  llie  famous  “Christian  General,”  a  Nationalist,  tionalism  seems  to  withhold  their  sympathy  for  China’s 
now  heading  troops  that  hold  off  two  of  the  Northern  present  struggle  for  freedom.  And  his  frank  criticisms 
groups,  will  have  a  big  share  in  answering  that  ques-  have  been  widely  advertised,  to  the  questioning  of  his 
tion,  though  it  is  misleading  to  call  him  “Cliina’s  Chris-  Christianity. 

tian  General.”  There  are  now  many  Chinese  Christian  ^  ^  ^ 

generals.  Struggle  Against  Communism 

Certain  propagandists  say  that  General  Feng  is  no  Some  people  like  to  damn  him  as  a  Communist.  It 
longer  a  Christian.  Christianity  has  long  furnished  the  serves  their  own  purposes.  Feng  is  a  member  pf  Kuo- 
chief  strength  in  his  army.  I  recently  had  a  long  con-  mingtang,  the  People’s  party,  whose  armies  have  pushed 
ference  with  General  Li  Ming  Chung  in  the  Yangtze  Val-  so  successfully  northward  from  Canton.  The  Kuoming- 
ley.  Gkneral  Li  is  one  of  Feng’s  two  personal  represent-  tang  has  admitted  Communists  to  membership.  But  it 
atives  for  clearance  of  matters  of  first  magnitude  with  it  not  a  Communist  party.  Indeed,  there  is  now  a  serious 
the  chief  leaders  of  the  Nationalist  movement.  I  have  struggle  within  the  party  itself  to  prevent  Communism 
other  sources  of  information  as  well.  There  is  no  doubt  from  gaining  too  much  power.  The  Kuomingtang  ad- 
about  MufhRl  Feng’s  continued  loyalty  to  Christianity,  mitted  Communists  because  they  were  strongly  national- 
It  suits  the  purposes  of  a  lot  of  people  to  discredit  istic.  It  is  now  the  chief  organ  for  uniting  all  Chinese 


Marshal  Feng  Returns  to  the  Front  Page 
of  the  Newspapers.  He  is  Still  a 
Christian  and  There  Are  Other 
Christian  Generals 


By  Ralph  A.  Ward 

Foochow,  Ohdma 
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who  are  against  that  predatory  feudalism  which  has  de¬ 
veloped  around  various  milHarists  of  the  last  decade. 
And  it  seeks  to  unite  all  who  want  China  to  win  com¬ 
plete  independence  of  foreign  control.  But  most  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Kuomingtang  are  opposed  to  Cmnmunism. 
Feng  supports  the  right  wing,  not  the  Communist  left 
wing. 

Nationahsts  are  determined  to  prevent  domination 
of  the  party  by  the  military.  Of  course  they  are  right. 
The  military  is  only  one  arm  of  a  normal  government. 
The  Communists  are  pressing  to  gain  control  of  the  po¬ 
litical  policies  of  the  party.  Yet  the  political  organiza¬ 
tion  will  collapse  without  the  success  of  the  military, 
and  the  military  are  not  Communists.  A  split  in  the 
party  at  this  time  might  prove  disastrous.  The  first 
business  of  the  party  is  to  win  the  war.  Party  unity  is 
necessary.  Feng  is  a  member  of  the  party.  He  stands 
for  party  solidarity.  But  to  call  a  man  a  Communist 
is  an  easy  way  of  blackmailing  him  in  China  as  well  as 
in  the  Anglo-Saxon  world.  So  Feng  is  often  called  a 
Communist. 

Feng*8  Withdrawal  from  Public  Life 

It  is  easier  to  say  successfully  that  Feng  is  a  Com¬ 
munist  because  he  has  been  in  Russia  recently.  In  1925 
he  withdrew  from  public  life.  His  military  successes  and 
his  control  over  Peking  had  forced  him  into  an  unde¬ 
sirable  position  as  a  militarist  scrambling  for  power. 
Despite  all  protest,  he  insisted  on  fading  out  of  the  pic¬ 
ture  and  left  his  trusted  generals  to  carry  on.  He  wanted 
to  study  and  travel.  He  planned  to  visit  America  and 
Britain  and  Japan.  Of  course  he  wanted  to  visit  Rus¬ 
sia.  Russia  was  at  the  back  door  of  the  Northwest  which 
he  ruled.  Through  that  back  door  he  had  bought  muni¬ 
tions  of  war  which  he  could  not  buy  elsewhere  because  his 
enemies  held  all  access  to  other  markets  for  munitions. 
His  recent  nationalistic  utterances  had  stirred  misunder¬ 
standings  and  enmities  abroad.  There  was  difficulty  in 
getting  passports  to  other  countries,  and  there  were  ad¬ 
ditional  dangers  in  general  travel.  So  he  spent  most  of 
his  time  in  Russia.  Yet  that  did  not  make  him  a  Com¬ 
munist,  jusrt  as  similar  experiences  in  Russia  have  left 
other  Chinese — and  Americans,  too — far  from  being 
Communists. 

Since  his  return  Feng  has  been  biding  his  time.  When 
he  withdrew  for  a  year  his  generals  fought  valiantly  in 
northern  China  against  enemies  who  had  easy  access  to 
ports  and  railroads  which  were  closed  to  them.  Slowly 
they  retreated  through  Peking  and  the  Great  Wall  to 
the  Northwest.  Up  there  and  back  in  the  provinces  of 
Kansu  and  Shensi  they,  alone  at  first  and  later  with 
Feng  personally  in  charge,  have  been  recruiting,  drilling, 
and  equipping  more  soldiers.  Feng  has  long  had  the 
best  disciplined  army  in  China.  Japanese  and  Russian 
advisors  are  now  attached  to  his  army  to  increase  its 
technical  efficiency. 

But  the  Christian  spirit  and  work  in  his  army  con¬ 
tinue  as  formerly.  Naturally  it  is  getting  less  adver¬ 
tisement  than  when  he  was  commander  in  Peking.  But 
the  thorough  Christian  teaching  of  many  years  has  pro¬ 
duced  enduring  results.  Some  of  his  officers  are  ardent 
evangelists.  His  special  training  conferences  for  officers 
often  have  resembled  a  summer  conference  of  religious 
workers  in  America.  I  remember  hearing  five  sermons 
preached  in  one  day  to  a  conference  of  lieutenants  at 
Feng’s  headquarters.  And  one  of  the  sermons  was  given 
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by  Feng  himself.  One  of  his  leading  officers,  General 
Chang  Chih  Chiang,  has  recently  placed  another  order 
for  5,000  Bibles.  A  year  ago  he  bought  $5,000  worth 
of  Bibles.  Fei^*t  Christian  army  is  stiU  China’s  model 
army. 

Russian  Influence  in  China 

Russia  has  solved  the  problem  of  war  supplies  for 
the  Nationalists.  Feng  and  his  associates  have  no  trou¬ 
ble  in  buying  in  Russia  what  they  need.  The  Bolshevists 
are  willing  to  wait  for  their  pay  until  after  the  Nation¬ 
alists  have  won  the  war.  That  policy  reminds  one  of 
what  Russia  and  France  did  for  America  in  the  years 
of  American  struggle  for  independence  and  unity.  Inci¬ 
dentally,  Russia  will  reap  a  good  harvest  in  Chinese  good 
will  and  commerce.  She  began  getting  ready  for  that 
harvest  some  years  ago  when  she  voluntarily  canceled  all 
treaties  with  China  which  had  given  to  Russians  in 
China  any  privileges  Chinese  did  not  have  in  Russia. 

Feng  in  the  Northwest  has  been  geographically  iso¬ 
lated  from  the  Nationalist  armies  coming  up  from  the 
South.  But  his  road  to  them  is  being  shortened.  They 
are  able  to  advance  northward  from  Hankow,  along  the 
Peking-Hankow  Railroad.  Governor  Yen,  “model  gov¬ 
ernor”  of  Shansi  Province,  has  at  last  declared  himuplf 
for  the  Nationalists.  He  has  been  governor  of  that 
province  since  the  beginning  of  the  republic.  He  never 
takes  his  soldiers  out  of  the  province  to  fight.  But  he 
manages  to  ally  himself  with  the  group  next  coming  into 
power  in  his  neighborhood. 

A  Look  Into  the  Future 

The  non-Nationalist  army  in  the  East,  north  of  the 
Yangtze,  is  due  to  crumble.  It  is  notoriously  rotten. 
One  of  the  famous  “Blue  Express”  trains — ^solid  Amer¬ 
ican  steel  of  the  Tientsin-Pukow  line,  was  kept  on  the 
siding  for  months  to  house  the  harem  of  a  high  official 
of  ttat  region — typical  of  the  character  of  the  regime 
against  which  the  Nationalists  are  advancing.  Looting 
and  brutality  have  been  little  restrained.  As  I  passed 
through  Nanking  in  middle  March,  fifteen  young  men 
had  been  brutally  beheaded  without  trial.  A  party  of 
students  a  few  miles  below  were  being  led  by  an  American 
missionary  to  safety,-  and  Northern  soldiers  ordered  a 
search  of  baggage.  A  compromise  finally  ended  in  one 
piece  out  of  fifty  being  searched.  The  owners  were  not 
careful  tb  watch  the  operation  closely.  The  searching 
soldier  evidently  dropped  a  rifie  shell  surreptitiously 
into  the  baggage  and  then  adduced  it  as  evidence  of  com¬ 
plicity  with  the  enemy.  The  student  was  ordered  off  to 
be  beheaded.  A  payment  of  $10  finally  saved  him.  The 
Northern  armies  have  sealed  their  fate  with  the  public 
by  lootings  and  hold-ups  for  large  “donations”  as  the 
price  of  their  leaving.  Feng  and  the  Nationalists  have 
a  different  record. 

Of  course  Chang  Tso  Lin,  of  Manchuria,  is  the  over- 
lord  of  this  eastern  region.  But  Chang  is  already  talk¬ 
ing  of  coalition  with  the  Kuomingtang,  and  there  is  pop¬ 
ular  expectation  that  he  will  quietly  withhold  support 
from  his  underlings  in  Shantung  as  the  Nationalists  ad¬ 
vance  on  the  east  and  are  joined  by  Feng’s  forces  from 
the  west.  , 

The  outlook  for  the  Nationalists  is  hopeful.  Party 
unity  and  freedom  from  domination  by  radicals  must  be 
maintained.  Feng  stands  for  these  things.  And  Mar¬ 
shal  Feng  Yu  Hsiang  is  in  a  key  position  for  Nationalist 
success. 
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Are  the  Churches  Facing  a  Decreasing 

Membership? 

Some  Xlarming  Conditions  Revealed  by  Current  Statistics 


The  churches  are  sustaining 
losses  of  members  that  are  ap¬ 
palling  in  ertent.  Not  a  few  have 
pointed  to  the  fact  that  the  evangelical 
churches  are  slowing  down  in  growth 
at  such  a  rate  that,  unless  something 
is  done  to  stimulate  evangelistic  activ¬ 
ity,  their  additions  will  soon  scarcely 
exceed  their  losses,  and  they  will  enter 
upon  a  serious  decline. 

It  can  hardly  be  denied  that  such 
seems  to  be  the  present  tendency.  The 
change  in  evangelistic  work  has  been, 
as  everybody  knows,  revolutionary  in 
the  past  quarter  of  a  century.  We 
have  no  Whitefield,  or  Finley,  or  Moody  in  .  these  days 
to  waken  sleeping  churches  to  their  duty  toward  the 
adult  unconverted  classes,  and  pastors  do  not  generally 
believe  in  the  tabernacle  method,  nor  to  any  great  ex¬ 
tent  in  the  mourners*  bench.  They  do  believe  in  the  quieter 
educational  method  of  reaching  the  children  and  youth, 
and  "succeed  in  it.  The  adults  who  are  won  to  Christ 
and  the  church  are  few,  as  compared  with  the  ingather¬ 
ings  of  the  past.  This  much,  I  take  it,  most  observers 
will  admit. 

With  this  radical  change  in  evangelistic  methods  to 
lessen  additions,  certain  reasons  are  operating  to  increase 
losses  to  the  churches.  The  vast  migration  flowing  cease¬ 
lessly  to  and  fro  carries,  through  negligence  of  pastors 
and  churches  and  other  reasons,  multitudes  out  of  the 
church.  This  fact  is  to  be  proved.  It  is  evidently  easier 
in  these  days  to  forget  the  claims  of  the  church,  and 
those  who  move  without  letters  soon  cease  to  feel  the 
drawing  influence  of-  the  church,  while  those  who  have 
letters  find  it  easy  to  forget  the  fact.  Amusements  and 
recreations  seem  to  draw  more  strongly  than  the  church 
now,  and  another  fact  has  an  influence  in  this  connec¬ 
tion:  the  churches  themselves  are  becoming  careless  and 
indifferent,  finding  it  easier  to  drop  members  from  the 
roll  than  to  keep  them  on,  or  restore  them  to  it. 

In  brief,  these  are  some  of  the  explanations  given  for 
the  serious  condition  in  which  the  churches  begin  to  find 
themselves.  They  are  discovering,  but  are  not  yet  fully 
awake  to  it,  the  appalling  extent  to  which  their  losses 
are  tending.  The  correspondence  which  has  come  to  me 
as  I  have  sought  information  shows  that  even  the  official 
statisticians  are  in  an  early  state  of  discovery. 

“Absent  Members”  Who  Are  Never  Found 

I  have  known  for  years  that  one  of  our  oldest  and 
staidest  people,  the  Congregationalists,  have  been  carry¬ 
ing  a  separate  column  in  their  table  entitled,  “Absent 
Members,”  but  not  until  recently  have  I  known  its  full 
significance.  It  means,  not  simply  members  absent  from 
the  churches  on  whose  rolls  their  names  are  carried,  but 


they  are  members  in  a  detached  con¬ 
dition.  Some  of  them  have  letters  of 
dismissal  which  they  have  not  presented 
elsewhere ;  some  left  for  other  communi¬ 
ties  without  letters  of  dismissal;  and 
some  are  lost  to  the  knowledge  of  their 
former  pastors  and  churches.  In  the 
course’ of  years  (this  list  of  absent  mem¬ 
bers  began  away  back  in  1863)  this 
column  has  grown  to  considerably  more 
than  a  hundred  thousand.  For  some 
years  the  Congregational  Commission 
on  Evangelism  has  been  carrying  out 
a  plan  of  reaching  these  “wandering 
sheep,”  and  sending  out  lists  to  pas¬ 
tors  showing  where  they  are,  and  urging  pastors  in  whose 
parishes  they  are  living  to  seek  them  and  get  them  into 
their  churches.  Pastors  and  churches  have  had  the  habit 
of  going  over  their  rolls  every  few  years  and  striking 
out  the  names  unknown  to  them,  or  which  belong  to  per¬ 
sons  who  will  no  longer  attend  church  or  assist  in  its 
support.'  "Notwithstanding  there  are  some  restorations, 
there  are  evidently  far  more  losses,  for  Secretary  Fagley 
says  the  losses  to  the  denomination  average  80,000  a  year. 
I  thought  when  I  saw  this  figure  I  was  misreading  it  for 
3,000 ;  but  no,  there  it  is  in  plain  print,  “30,000  a  year,*’ 
or  as  stated  in  another  way,  “almost  100  per  day.”  This 
loss  of  “30,000  a  year”  or  “100  a  day”  is  sustained  by 
a  denomination  of  about  900,000  members. 

400,000  “Non-Resident”  Methodists! 

I  knew,  of  course,  that  besides  the  Congregational¬ 
ists,  one  other  body,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
had  a  separate  column  for  “non-resident”  members  which, 
since  the  last  General  Conference,  has  been  changed  to 
“non-resident-inactive.”  This  column  carries  this  year 
a  total  of  nearly  406,000.  This  enormous  figure  has 
been  reached  since  the  column  was  begun  in  1913,  and 
the  increase  in  1926,  according  to  the  latest  returns,  was 
nearly  28,000.  The  “inactive”  part  of  this  hyphenated 
title  has  probably  been  the  most  active  in  producing  re¬ 
sults.  Anyone  can  find  what  it  covers  in  the  Discipline 
in  what  Bishop  Henderson  calls  “that  pernicious  para¬ 
graph,”  who  proves  that  “pernicious”  properly  applies 
by  giving  a  list  of  twelve  churches  in  the  Cincinnati  Area 
in  which  the  “inactive”  list  forms  over  forty  per  cent  of 
the  total  membership.  No  wonder  the  net  increase  of 
the  church  in  1^6  on  its  total  of  5,166,624  members 
sinks  toward  the  vanishing  point.  I  have  no  idea  what 
number  for  the  whole  church  was  cut  off  our  rolls,  but 
it  must  have  been  very  large;  nor  do  I  know  how  such 
wholesale  slaughter  can  be  justified,  nor  who  can  furnish 
the  justification. 

Another  denomination,  one  of  the  staidest  and  state¬ 
liest  of  all,  which  has  a  high  reputation  for  the  ability 
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and  range  of  its  statistics — the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America — has  what  it  calls  a  “sus¬ 
pended  roll”  which  includes  those  who 
have  been  put  on  the  roll  for  disciplin¬ 
ary  reasons  other  than  those  connected 
with  absence.  The  figures  are  mount¬ 
ing  figures,  rising  from  65,050  in  1922 
to  65,133  in  1926.  Stated  Clerk  Mudge 
informs  me  that  the  losses  from  absent 
members  are  “very  heavy,  indeed.” 

The  United  Lutheran  Church  has  had  a  loss  of  mem¬ 
bers  dropped  from  the  rolls  in  the  last  seven  years,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  statistician.  Dr.  KiefFer,  of  64,459,  or 
8,183  as  an  annual  average.  This  church  has  about 
850,000  communicants. 

No  church  appears  to  have  escaped  losses  from  purged 
rolls,  no  matter  how  carefully  administered. 

Other  Denominational  Losses 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  according  to  Mr. 
Frederic  Moorhouse,  editor  of  “The  Living  Churchman” 
and  of  “The  Living  Church  Annual,”  estimates  the  loss 
in  that  church  from  “disappeared  communicants”  at 
about  22,000  a  year,  and  is  confident  that  this  is  a  con¬ 
servative  estimate. 

From  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  I  have 
an  interesting  communication  from  Mr.  Curtis  B.  Haley, 
editor  of  the  “Year  Book”  of  that  body,  who  says  the 
loss  by  dropping  from  the  rolls  has  caused  him  much 
concern  for  the  past  few  years.  He  believes  that  the 
Centenary,  Christian  education,  and  superannuate  endow¬ 
ment  campaigns,  affecting,  as  they  have,  the  apportion¬ 
ment  rates,  based  on  menbership,  have  had  some  effect 
upon  the  trimming  of  the  rolls. 

In  the  Northern  Baptist  Convention,  a  body  of  well 
on  to  a  million  and  a  hlilif  of  members,  the  chief  losses, 
according  to  the  Rev.  iDr.  Charles  A.  Walker,  editor 
of  the  “American  Yeai^'Book,”  are  under  the  head  of 
“erasure,”  and  are  appalling.  Some  who  are  dropped 
from  the  rolls  are  subsequently  restored,  “but  •  all  too 
many  are  lost  to  the  church  forever.” 

'  I 

Losses  Due  to  Transfer 

One  of  the  denominations,  known  as  the  Disciples  of 
Christ,  with  Baptist  principles,  has  had  a  remarkable 
growth  in  the  last  half  century.  It  is  denominationally 
associated  with  a  much  smaller  conservative  body  whose 


separate  statistics  I  have  not  found 
available,  except  decennially.  A  letter 
to  me  from  the  Rev.  Jesse  M.  Bader, 
secretary  of  evangelism,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
expresses  great  regret  that  the  Dis¬ 
ciples  have  to  report  a  loss  this  year. 

In  1925  they  gained  over  90,000,  while 
in  1926  there  is  a  loss  of  nearly  5,000. 

Are  Big  Financial  “Drives” 
to  Blame? 

Some  things  are  clearly  seen  from  our  own  Centenary 
campaign — Methodist  Episcopal.  Though  not  so  in¬ 
tended,  this  campaign  seemed  designed  to  bring  in  a  new 
era  in  which  the  contributions  for  church  advance  should 
rise  above  all  else,  beyond  all  precedent,  and  carry  into 
our  treasuries  millions  of  money.  What  could  not  mil¬ 
lions  do  for  missions,  education,  and  the  spread  of  the 
gospel  over  the  earth?  And  they  came,  but  with  them 
signs  of  less  reliance  on  the  educational  processes  which 
had  been  in  use  to  promote  things  spiritual.  These  had 
brought  success  and  glory  to  the  church.  The  great 
collection,  great  beyond  the  dreams  of  the  fathers,  began 
to  diminish  soon  after  it  reached  its  apex,  and  though 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  keep  it  up,  it  has  fallen 
in  the  reaction  that  was  inevitable.  It  is  vain  to  com¬ 
fort  ourselves  with  the  thought  that’  other  churches  are 
having  a  like  experience.  Nobody  intended  it,  nobody 
expected  it,  nobody  wanted  it;  but  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  church  has  somehow  suffered,  and  consequently  the 
annual  monetary  income  is  suffering.  And  worse  than 
all,  the  church,  the  body  of  Christ,  is  apparently  run¬ 
ning  down  hill.  Whyi  does  the  letter  system  lose  us  so 
many  members  in  transit?  Why  do  decimated  congre¬ 
gations  speak  accusingly  of  the  days  past  when  churches 
and  altars  were  crowded?  Why  the  failing  power  evinced 
in  holding  members  in  their  church  relations?  Is  it  to 
any  extent  for  reasons  of  economy?  Has  the  new  system 
brought  to  some  the  experience,  “I  cannot  afford  to  be¬ 
long  to  the  church  and  p^y  what  it  costs  for  myself  and 
family?”  It  is  to  this  conclusion  the  story  given  for  so 
many  denominations  in  this  article  seems  to  point. 

If  we  are  losing  thousands  of  valuable  members,  with 
the  possibility  of  larger  losses  in  the  near  future,  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  too  late  to  call  upon  God  in  repentance  for 
our  negligence  and  indifference  and  to  “repent  and  to  do 
the  first  works.” 

PLAINFIKIiD,  N.  J. 


Methodism  and  Its  Pessimistic  Critics 

A  Plea  to  Stop  Scolding  and  Go  to  Work 

By  Bishop  Joseph  F.  Berry 


E  HEAR  a  good  deal  in  these  days  about  the 
spiritual  decline  of  Methodism.  It  is  said: 

That  we  have  departed  from  the  doctrinal 
landmarks  and  spiritual  efficiency  of  our  fathers. 

That  many  of  our  pulpits  have  lost  their  note  of 
evangelical  certainty  and  are  drifting  toward  a  Unitarian- 
ized  liberalism. 

That  our  evangelistic  fervor  has  cooled,  and  our  ag¬ 
gressive  methods  are  only  a  memory. 

That  the  fact  of  our  pleading  and  pleading  in  vain 


for  sufficient  funds  to  finance  our  great  missionary  en¬ 
terprise  furnishes  an  unmistakable  symptom  of  spirit¬ 
ual  impotency. 

That  while  our  colleges  show  an  extraordinary  ad¬ 
vance  in  equipment  and  scholarship,  they  are  no  longer 
centers  of  spiritual  reinforcement. 

That  our  church  press  has  achieved  notable  literary 
excellence,  but  it  does  not  now,  as  formerly,  create  an 
atmosphere  of  spiritual  devotion. 

That  our  Sunday-school  literature  is  under  the  domi- 
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nance  of  those  of  ^'modern  mind**  who  are  sometimes  in¬ 
hospitable  to  the  "faith  of  our  fathers.** 

That  certain  young  preachers  go  out  to  their  life 
work  from  our  theological  schools  with  question  marks 
in  their  minds  and  less  certainty  in  their  message. 

And  that  in  our  denominational  ambition  to  extend 
our  prestige  in  this  and  other  lands,  we  are  making  the 
raising  of  money  our  chief  occupation,  and  are  absorb¬ 
ing  the  energies  of  the  church  in  ‘‘serving  tables.** 

Now,  bear  in  mind,  I  have  not  said  these  things.  I 
have  simply  quoted,  almost  literally,  from  the  spoken 
and  written  words  of  others.  Nothing  is  to  be  gained 
by  ignoring  these  accusations  in  toto.  Certain  of  them 
are,  at  least  partially,  true,  and  he  is  the  best  friend 
of  Methodism  who  frankly  confesses  her  shortcomings 
and  then  seeks  to  correct  certain  trends  in  the  life  of  his 
denomination  which  threaten  her  vitality  and  usefulness. 

Inasmuch  as  criticisms  of  this  sort  are  freely  made 
and  widely  published,  my  pencil  point  is  moved  to  record 
a  few  homely  observations. 

Uncharitable  Dogmatism  Always  a  Hindrance 

First  of  all,  I  am  persuaded  that  most  of  our  esteemed 
critics  are  altogether  too  dogmatic.  And  they  are  as 
uncharitable  as  they  are  dogmatic.  They  fail  to  appre¬ 
ciate  as  they  should  the  innumerable  good  things  in  their 
church.  They  do  not  appear  to  remember  that  their 
Zion  fairly  overflows  with  gracious  personalities  and  effi¬ 
cient  agencies,  and  that  there  never  was  a  time  when  there 
were  so  many  of  these  as  just  now.  Do  our  friends  ever 
sincerely  praise  God  for  the  really  wonderful  successes 
which  are  bep|g  achieved  throughout  the  wl^ole  wide  field? 

Then,  I  humbly  suggest  to  our  denominational  reform¬ 
ers  that  once  in  a  while  they  should  look  through  opti¬ 
mistic  lenses.  That  is  the  same  as  saying  that  they  should 
look  out  through  the  eyes  of  faith — faith  in  God,  faith  in 
the  church,  faith  in  the  ever-cheering  fact  that  God  reigns, 
and  has  definitely  decided  that  the  kingdoms  of  this  world 
are  to  become  the  kingdoms  of  the  conquering  Christ. 
For,  after  all,  faith  and  optimism  are  about  the  same. 

We  shall  never  get  anywhere  by  the  route  of  bitter 
denunciation.  Loose  talk  about  a  degenerate  church 
and  a  backslidden  leadership  has  no  "lifting**  power.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  is  paralysis  in  doubt  and  dismay. 

Quit  ‘‘Fussing”  and  Go  to  Work! 

That  is  to  say,  we  must  stop  scolding  about  the  fail¬ 
ures  of  the  church  and  do  something  to  prevent  more 
failures.  Constructive  activity  is  our  major  need.  We 
must  not  pull  down,  but  set  up.  The  bad  must  be  sup¬ 
planted  by  the  good.  Negatives  must  give  place  to 
affirmatives.  Fruitless  speculations  must  make  way  for 
inspiring  heart  experiences.  Loyalty  must  crowd  out 
disloyalty.  A  stalwart  devotion  must  occupy  the  place 
of  a  weak  conformity  to  the  world.  In  short,  if  there 
is  really  a  downward  trend  in  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
church,  let  us  quit  fussing  about  it  and  try  hard  to  stop  it. 

And  if  we  succeed  at  all  in  this  task  of  substitution, 
we  must  be  tremendously  in  earnest  about  it.  1  do  not 
mean  tremendously  noisy.  I  do  not  necessarily  mean  tre¬ 
mendously  emotional,  though  a  little  more  of  that  sort  of 
thing  would  not  hurt  most  of  us.  But  I  do<teean  that 
there  must  come  to  modem  Methodism  a  renunciation  of 
a  certain  cold  and  stilted  reserve  which  would  dominate 
us,  and  an  immediate  return  to  the  unrestrained  spirit¬ 
ual  intensity  which  accompanied  the  gospel  propaganda 


of  our  fathers.  That  means  that  we  shall  again  magmfy 
the  truths  which  center  in  the  cross  of  Christ.  It  means 
that  we  shall  preach  with  tongues  of  flame.  It  means 
that  we  shall  put  an  overwhelming  emphasis  upon  the 
importance  of  prayer  life.  It  means  that  we  shall  be 
actually  sacrificial  in  giving  and  serving.  When  that 
becomes  our  normal  attitude,  we  shall  see  demonstrations 
once  more  of  the  amazing  saving  power  of  Christ,  and 
of  His  ability  to  deal  with  broken  human  nature. 

Methodism’s  Best  Days  Ahead 

But  we  need  to  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  the  best  days 
of  Methodism  are  not  tied  up  in  her  history.  Even  if  that 
were  true,  we  cannot  live  on  past  achievements.  Our 
exact  providential  mission  was  to  spread  Scriptural  holi¬ 
ness  over  these  lands,  and  that  is  our  mission  still.  We 
ought  not  to  deceive  ourselves  by  the  flattering  reflection 
that  our  larger  attention  to  education,  social  service, 
and  philanthropy  can  take  the  place  of  our  evangelistic 
responsibilities.  For  more  than  a  century  and  a  half 
we  have  been  recognized  as  the  evangelist  of  the  Prot¬ 
estant  church,  and  we  must  maintain  our  premiership 
still. 

The  Pagan  Worship  of  Statistics 

In  pushing  forward  our  aggressive  enterprises,  ite 
must  cease  to  worship  at  the  shrine  of  statistics.  The 
multiplication  table  is  of  less  consequence  than  many 
people  think.  And  we  can  no  longer  depend  upon  the 
inspiration  of  ’mere  shibboleths.  The  man  who  has  a 
genius  for  the  invention  of  ecclesiastical  machinery  must 
be  sent  to  the  rear.  Mechanics  must  give  place  to  dynam¬ 
ics.  And  all  our  service  must  rest  in  a  profound  convic¬ 
tion  that  we  are  doing  this  work  because  God  has  sum¬ 
moned  and  commissioned  us,  and  because  He  still  expects 
us  to  carry  through  herculean  undertakings  for  the 
building  of  His  kingdom.  If  we  have  any  proper  appre¬ 
ciation  of  what  this  responsibility  really  means,  can  we 
fail  to  seek  the  enduement  of  the  Holy  Spirit?  Is  not  this 
still  the  dispensation  of  Pentecost?  Have  any  promises 
which  centered  in  the  "upper  room**  been  withdrawn  or 
modified?  Under  these  perfectly  available  conditions, 
may  not  Methodism  be  "Christianity  in  earnest**  as  much 
as  she  ever  was? 

New  Days  Demand  New  Methods 

And  note  this:  Our  methods  need  not  necessarily  be 
those  of  old-time  Methodism.  We  live  in  a  new  world. 
That  world  is  intellectually  arrogant,  cynical,  unemo¬ 
tional,  and  intoxicated  with  material  successes.  This  has 
brought  us  face  to  face  with  situations  of  which  our 
fathers  never  dreamed.  Methods  that  were  effective  even 
twenty  years  ago,  will  accomplish  little  to-day.  A  method 
is  not  a  sacred  thing.  A  method  is  a  human  instrument. 
After  it  has  served  its  purpose,  it  may  be  thrown  aside. 
It  is  no  sign  of  failure  if  we  frankly  admit  that  our  work¬ 
ing  plans  must  be  readjusted  to  fit  into  the  changed  con¬ 
ditions  of  twentieth  century  life.  But  in  operating  our 
remodeled  machinery,  we  must  be  careful  that  we  have 
the  old-time  spiritual  unction  and  the  same  driving  evan¬ 
gelistic  passion.  We  must  run  faster.  We  must  strike 
harder.  We  must  push  every  churchly  enterprise  with 
something  like  desperation.  We  must  quickly  rekindle 
upon  ten  thousand  cold  altars  the  fires  of  a  new  Pentecost. 
Such  an  equipment  will  absolutely  insure  Our  success  in 
the  midst  of  the  super-worldliness  of  this  new  day. 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
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Louis  Thompkin  Wright,  M.D. 


WITH  a  very  fine  academic  preparation  and  a 
correspondingly  noteworthy  record  of  achieve¬ 
ment  in  the  field  of  his  chosen  profession,  Dr. 
Louis  Thompkin  Wright,  of  New  York  City,  is  an  out¬ 
standing  illustration  of  individual  and  racial  possibilities. 

In  his  person  and  accomplishments.  Dr.  Wright  is  a 
fiat  contradiction  of  the  proverbial  remark  vulgarly  made 
derogatorily  toward  the  sons  of  ministers.  He  was  bom 
just  thirty-six  years  ago  this  very  July,  in  a  Methodist 
Episcopal  parsonage  at  Lagrange,  Ga.  His  father  was 
the  late  Rev.  Ceah  K.  Wright,  one  of  the  upstanding 
ministers  of  Atlanta  Conference;  his  mother,  Mrs.  Lulu 
T.  Wright,  for  many  years  the  energetic,  cultured  wife 
of  the  parsonage,  in  her  widowhood  became  subsequently 
the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  Fletcher  Penn,  himself  a  graduate 
of  Yale  Medical  School,  and  for  the  past  twenty  years 
one  of  Atlanta’s  most  prominent  and  efiBcient  physicians. 
Dr.  Penn,  the  step-father  of  Dr.  Wright,  is  now  chief-of- 
staff  of  surgeons  of  the  United  States  Veterans’  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Tuskegee. 

The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  spent 
in  Atlanta,  6a.,  where  he  was  educated.  His  pre-medical 
course  was  taken  at  Clark  University,  leading  Methodist 
Episcopal  school  for  the  education  of  aspiring  youth  of 
the  Negro  race.  It  was  at  that  institution  that  Louis 
Thompkin  ' Wright  pursued  his  high-scHool  and  college 
courses,  graduating  iii  1911  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  He  then  matriculated  in  Harvard  Medical 
School,  from  which  four  years  afterward  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  M.D.  degree,  cwm  laude.  Dr.  Wright’s 
intemeship  was  at  Freedmen’s  Hospital,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  from  July  1,  1915,  to  June  30,  1916.  He  then 
went  to  Atlanta,  Ga.  There,  with  his  step-father,  Dr. 
W.  F.  Penn,  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
for  the  period  of  one  year. 

In  August,  1918,  he  left  Atlanta,  giving  up  a  large 
practice  to  enter  the  army  as  first  lieutenant  of  the 
Reserve  Corps.  After  two  months  spent  at  th^  OflScers’ 
Training  Camp,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  he  was  assigned  to  ' 
the  367th  Infantry,  Camp  Upton,  New  York.  As  bat¬ 
talion  surgeon,  he  went  overseas,  serving  Second  Battal¬ 
ion,  367th  Infantry.  When,  on  September  4,  1918,  he 
was  wounded  by  the  enemy  gas  attack,  he  was  assigned 
to  Field  Hospital  366,  and  was  made  a  member  of 
Surgical  Shock  Team  of  the  92d  Division,  and  officer-in- 
charge  of  all  surgical  wards  of  Field  Hospital  366.  This 
was  the  Triage  Hospital  for  the  92d  Division.  On  No¬ 
vember  14,  1918,  Dr.  Wright  encountered  favorable  pro¬ 
motion — captaincy  of  the  Medical  Corps.  His  honorable  . 
discharge  was  received  April  2,  1919,  but  he  was  re-com¬ 
missioned  two  weeks  thereafter.  May  13,  1919,  captain 
Medical  Officers’  Reserve  Corps.  He  cherishes  with  pa¬ 
triotic  pride  this  distinguished  service  rendered  his  coun¬ 
try  in  time  of  world  commotion.  At  the  present  time  he 
is  major.  Medical  Officers*  Reserve  Corps,  attached  to 
headquarters  of  the  77th  Division. 

It  was  mid-year  1918  when  Dr.  Wright  set  up  definite 
domestic  relations  which  have  meant  so  much  toward 
his  highly  successful  career  within  the  last  decade.  Then 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Corinne  M.  Cooke,  of  New  York 
City,  and  from  this  union  have  come  two  beautiful  girls. 
Singularly  the  girls — Jane  Cooke  Wright  and  Barbara 
Penn  Wright — bear,  one  the  name  of  her  maternal  grand¬ 


parents,  the  other  the  name  of  her  paternal  grandpar¬ 
ents,  the  features  of  the  elder  being  very  pronounced  in 
resemblance  to  her  paternal  grandmother,  while  the 
younger  girl  is  very  similar  in  features  to  her  maternal 
grandmother. 

Following  the  armistice  of  the  Great  War,  Dr.  Wright 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  New  York  City  in 


DR.  L.  T.  WRIGHT 


May,  1919.  His  field  of  activity  and  influence  in  the 
profession  has  been  gratifyingly  augmented.  His  pro¬ 
motion  is  a  signal  attestation  of  compelling'  merit.  He 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  venereal  staff  of  the 
Department  of  Health  of  New  York  City,  serving  for  a 
period  of  time,  and  was  then  made  assistant  physician 
to  the  Female  Medical  Out-patient  Department  of  Har¬ 
lem  Hospital.  In  January,  1923,  he  was  transferred  to 
the  Male  Surgical  Clinic.  Two  years  thereafter,  in  1925, 
he  was  appointed  provisional  ad-surgeon  and  surgeon  to 
out-patients,  Harlem  Hospital.  At  the  present  time  he 
holds  position  of  adjunct  assistant  visiting  surgeon  of 
Harlem  Hospital,  in  the  heart  of  New  York  City’s  con¬ 
gested  Negro  section,  composed  of  200,000  souls. 

In  the  professional  guild  fellowship.  Dr.  Wright  en¬ 
joys  rare  prestige.  He  holds  membership  in  both  the 
American  and  the  National  Medical  Associations,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  highly  prized  membership  in  such  local  medical 
groups  as  the  'North  Harlem  Medical  Society,  Harlem 
Hospital  Clinical  Society,  New  York  County  and  State 
Medical  Societies,  John  A.  Andrew  Clinical  Society,  Med¬ 
ical  Care  and  Treatment  Committee  of  the  American 
Legion  for  New  York  County,  secretary  of  the  Uptown 
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Medical  Center  Association,  member  of  the  Harlem  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  New  York  Tuberculosis  and  Health  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

As  an  original  investigator,  Dr.  Wright  has  made 
a  real  contribution  in  his  field.  He  originated  the  intra- 
dermal  method  of  vaccination  against  smallpox,  and  he 
is  a  constant  contributor  of  technical  articles  to  numerous 
medical  journals. 

Meanwhile  he  maintains  a  vital  interest  in  current 


civic  and  political  issues,  and-  is  a  man  of  keen  concern 
for  the  general  welfare  of  the  community  and  the  general 
public  good.  He  actively  co-operates  with  the  Cosmo¬ 
politan  Medical  Club,  is  director  of  the  Circle  for  Public 
Health  Work  Among  Colored  People,  and  was  appointed 
by  the  mayor  a  member  of  the  City  Committee  on  Plan 
and  Survey  for  the  City  of  New  York,  the  metropolis  of 
the  world,  with  a  population  of  more  than  5,000,000  hu¬ 
man  beings. 


Concerning  Y oung  People 

By  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Hunter 


Avast  deal  is  being  said  on  this  topic,  both  in 
the  press — religious  and  secular — and  in  ser¬ 
mons,  lectures,  addresses,  etc.,  by  ministers  and 
laymen.  It  is  afiSrmed  that  the  present  generation  of 
young  people  are  degenerate,  as  compared  with  those 
of  two  or  three  generations  ago.  The  “fiapper”  and  the 
“sheik”  are  cited  in  proof.  On  the  other  hand,  the  young 
people  of  to-day  are  vigorously  defended  as  being  all 
right,  as  good  as  their  forebears,  the  best  ever,  etc. 

Each  side  is  about  equally  distant  from  the  real 
truth  of  the  matter,  and  it  is  because  both  overlook 
some  essential  facts  which  are  factors  in  the  problem. 
The  truth  is  that  the  children  and  young  people  of  the 
twentieth  century  are  just  like  those  of  the  nineteenth 
or  eighteenth  centuries  were,  and  like  those  of  the  next 
and  the  following  centuries  will  be — neither  better  nor 
worse. 

We  are  all  born  in  sin.  Our  moral  being  is  corrupt, 
and  we  are  all  inclined  toward  evil,  naturally.  We  each 
and  all  have  “the  bent  to  sinning”  of  which  Charles 
Wesley  sang.  Just  how  that  principle  of  evil  in  us  will 
express  itself  is  incidental ;  the  fundamental  thing  is  that 
it  is  there.  Jesus  recognized  its  presence  when  He  said, 
“Whosoever  committeth  sin  is  the  slave  of  sin.”  “The 
sin  that  dwelleth  in  me,”  in  the  moral  being,  expresses 
itself  in  sin,  the  deed.  Sin  is  sin,  no  matter  what 
its  guise. 

There  is  this  difference  between  the  young  people  of 
to-day  and  those  of  forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  or  of  thirty 
or  twenty  years  ago — the  youth  of  to-day  are  at  a  dis¬ 
advantage,  as  compared  with  those  of  past  generations; 
and  that  many  of  them  go  to  greater  excesses  calls  for 
our  sympathy  rather  than  our  censure.  This  disadvan¬ 
tage  is  twofold:  they  have  more  and  stronger  incentives 
toward  evil,  and  fewer  and  weaker  restraints  against 
evil. 

As  a  sample,  take  the  modem  dance,  which  has  be¬ 
come  well-nigh  universal,  and  is  being  strenuously  pro¬ 
moted  by  many  leaders  of  youth.  No  normal  youth  of 
either  sex  can  maintain  the  close  physical  contact  with 
the  opposite  sex,  which  goes  with  the  modem  dance,  and 
remain  innocent  in  thought  and  emotion.  We  who  are 
two,  three,  or  four  times  their  years,  cannot  do  it.  Too 
often  they  do  not  remain  innocent  in  act.  In  the  old- 
time  “square”  dancing  the  contact  of  the  sexes  was  lim¬ 
ited  to  clasping  hands.  Teachers,  school  boards,  etc., 
who  encourage  the  modem  dance  are  flinging  the  boys 
and  girls  into  a  moral  gehenna. 

And  the  dance  is  but  one  of  numerous  things  which 
solicit  the  twentieth-century  youth  to  wrong  which  we 
older  people  did  not  have  to  meet  in  our  youth.  The 


movies,  with  their  sex-suggestive  films — “triangles,” 
marital  infidelity,  etc.  Many  of  the  prominent  and  popu¬ 
lar  “s'tars”  of  the  screen  and  stage  are  known  to  be  im¬ 
moral  in  their  lives,  some  of  them  having  been  married  (?) 
and  divorced  several  times,  and  mixed  up  in  outrageous 
escapades.  Arid  yet  they  are  the  heroes  and  heroines  of 
the  movie  fans!  The  vulgar  and  obscene  dress  (or  un¬ 
dress)  arid  posture  which  is  common  in  the  films  and  on 
the  stage.  The  rage  for  “bathing  beauties,”  always  in 
the  scantiest  of  bathing  suits.  The  vulgar  exposure  of 
the  person  in  many  of  the  pictures  in  the  newspapers. 
The  coarse  and  suggestive  stories  in  newspapers,  maga¬ 
zines,  and  books.  The  unblushingly  nude  “aht,”  which 
is  spread  in  many  magazines  and  exposed  on  the  news¬ 
stands.  The  lascivious  extreme  of  abbreviated  dress  of 
women. 

Such  things  have  made  sex,  which  is  a  sacred  thing, 
the  common  plaything  of  children  and  youth,  and  stripped 
it  of  all  that  is  sacred  or  modest.  We  who  are  fifty  or 
beyond  did  not  have  to  meet  that  sort  of  thing  in  our 
youth.  We  grew  up  with  a  respectful  regard  for  the 
rights  and  modesty  of  the  opposite  sex,  and  marriage 
to  us  was  a  high  and  noble  thing.  Had  we  been  exposed 
to  such  things  as  the  youth  of  to-day  must  meet,  what 
would  we  have  done? 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  now  less  restraint  to  “the 
sin  that  dwelleth  in  me,”  including  the  normal  sex  impulse, 
than  in  our  youth.  In  our  youth  practically  everyone 
believed  the  Bible  as  the  inspired,  revealed  Word  of  God, 
having  moral  authority  over  our  hearts  and  lives.  When 
we  disobeyed  it  we  knew  we  were  sinners  and  would  be 
eternally  lost  unless  we  repented  and  obtained  Divine 
pardon.  Every  child  and  adult  had  a  definite  moral 
standard  by  which  to  measure  himself. 

To-day  practically  all  that  is  changed.  Children 
and  young  people  regard  the  Bible  as  merely  a  human 
book,  with  no  authority  in  their  lives  or  conduct.  To 
most  of  them  “sin”  is  “as  you  like  it”;  if  you  believe  a 
thing  is  right  it  is  right — for  you.  Everyone  is  a  law 
unto  himself.  “Behaviorism,”  “self-expression” — not  the 
Bible — rules  with  them.  They  are  not  to  blame  for  this, 
since  it  has  been  instilled  into  them,  and  they  know  no 
differently.  It  found  congenial  soil  in  their  sinful  moral 
being,  and  they  are  void  of  any  moral  standard  in  life. 
This  sort  of  thing  is  the  seed  from  which  “flappers”  and 
“sheiks”  grow,  and  the  soil  in  which  they  flourish. 

Furthermore,  the  youth  of  to-day  are  taught  that 
they  are  simply  more  highly  developed  animals  than  the 
beasts  about  them;  that  they  are  not  a  special  creation 
of  God  in  the  beginning,  and  now  fallen  moral  beings. 
Animalism  is  the  only  logical  outcome  from  that  idea. 
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and  youth  are  logical  in  their  reasoning.  They  reason, 
Since  we  have  come  up  from  beasts  and  will  die  as  the 
beasts  die,  why  not  live  as  beasts  live?  That  is,  indulge 
our  animal  passions  without  restraint.  Sin  has  so  in¬ 
flamed  these  passions,  that  natural  instinct  puts  no  limit 
on  them,  as  with  the  animals.  In  our  youth,  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  and  the  pulpit,  even  apart  from  the  home, 
held  the  Bible  before  us  as  the  standard  of  morals, 
and  showed  us  our  individual  responsibility  to  God. 
Our  consciences  were  trained.  We  were  made  sin-sensitive, 
and  were  kept  open  to  the  Holy  Spirit’s  operations. 
When  we  transgressed  God’s  law,  we  were  self-condemned. 
The  church  and  the  ministry  warned  us  “to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come,”  and  find  safety  in  Christ  by  “repentance 
unto  remission  of  sins,”  “repentance  toward  God  and  faith 
in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  Not  all  obeyed,  but  those 
who  persisted  in  sin  realized  that  they  were  sinners. 


To  a  very  large  degree,  these  restraints  are  now  lack¬ 
ing. 

Place  ourselves  in  the  situation  of  the  youth  of  to-day 
— ^with  the  multiplied  and  intensified  pulls  toward  evil,  and 
the  diminished  or  eliminated  restraints  against  evil.  What 
would  we  have  done?  'How  would  we  have  behaved? 

This  is  not  an  excuse  for  the  sins  and  excesses  of  the 
youth  of  to-day.  Sin  is  sin!  Playing  with  the  fires  of 
passion,  as  many  of  them  are,  they  are  being  seared  in 
body  and  soul !  But  it  is  not  because  they  are  naturally 
worse  than  we  were,  but  because  in  their  helplessness  they 
are  flung  into  this  raging  torrent  of  iniquity,  and  the  life¬ 
line  is  not  thrown  to  them. 

“Throw  out  the  life-line  to  danger-fraught  men, 

Sinking  in  anguish  where  you’ve  never  been; 

Winds  of  temSation  and  billows  of  woe 

Will  soon  hurt  them  out  where  the  dark  waters  flow.” 

DELAND,  FLOaiDA 


Resting  from  His  Labors 

By  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Sanders 


The  rev.  W.  H.  PLEASANTS,  the  son  of  John 
and  Annie  Pleasants,  was  bom  in  Rockbridge 
County,  Va.,  near  Lexington,  March  2,  1866.  He 
spent  fourteen  years  of  his  life  on  the  farm  at  this  place. 
The  first  school  he  attended  was  in  Lexington,  Va.,  taught 
by  Yankee  teachers  sent  from  the  North  after  the  Civil 
War;  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  learned  his 
alphal^t.  William  would  work  on  the  farm  all  summer 
and  board  with  his  grandmother  in  Lexington  and  go  to 
school  in  the  winter.  He  “carried  clothes”  to  pay  his 
board  with  his  grandmother  during  school  months.  He 
also  attended  the  public  school  at  Rockbridge  Baths  un¬ 
der  various  teachers.  During  a  visit  to  the  Washington 
Conference  at  Staunton,  Va.,  young  William  met  Prof. 
Round,  president  of  Centenary  Biblical  Institution  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  who  induced  him  to  attend  this  school, 
from  which  he  graduated  after  spending  part  of  five 
years,  ranking  second  in  honors  in  his  class. 

He  was  converted  in  early  life  at  a  meeting  held  at 
Brownsburg,  Va.,  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Mat¬ 
thew  Callender,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  John  Strigg.  In 
the  early  fall  of  the  same  year,  under  the  pastorate  of 
the  Rev.  Charles  Price  and  the  administration  of  the 
Rev.  Perry  G.  Walker,  presiding  elder,  he  was  licensed 
local  preacher.  His  first  appointment  was  under  Elder 
C.  G.  Kees,  and  the  assignment  was  to  a  colony  of  col¬ 
ored  people  at  Cars  Creek,  which  people  received  him 
gladly.  The  following  March  (which  was  1883),  he  at¬ 
tended  the  Washington  Conference,  which  met  at  Alex¬ 
andria,  Va.,  presided  over  by  Bishop  Henry  Warren, 
during  which  time  he  passed  his  examination,  was  or¬ 
dained  deacon,  received  on  trial,  and  sent  to  Tazewell, 
Va.,  where  he  stayed  two  years  and  built  one  church  and 
one  parsonage  and  remodeled  another  church.  The  next 
session  of  the  Conference,  1884,  was  held  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  from  which  he  was  sent  to  Bristol,  Tenn.,  remain¬ 
ing  three  years.  During  the  second  year  of  his  stay  in 
Bristol  he  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Jefferson,  of  Bris¬ 
tol,  August  11,  1887.  In  March,  1888,  Conference  was 
held  at  the  John  Wesley  Church,  Baltimore,  and  the  Rev. 
Pleasants  was  sent  to  Wytheville,  Va.,  where  he  spent 
three  years.  The  next  session  of  the  General  Conference, 


which  met  in  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  divided  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Conference;  seventeen  appointments  which  were  in' 
the  Wytheville  Distri&t  went  to  the  East  Tennessee  Con¬ 
ference.  The  Rev.  Pleasants  was  one  among  the  nOmber 
of  preachers  that  came  to  East  Tennessee  Conference 
out  of  the  division  of  the  Washington  Conference.  In 
September,  1888,  the  East  Tennessee  Conference  was  held 
at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  by  Bishop  Fitzgerald,  at  which  Con¬ 
ference  W.  H.  Pleasants  received  his  second  appointment 
in  one  year  to  the  Wytheville  charge.  During  the  session 
of  the  East  Tennessee  Conference,  held  at  Wytheville  in 
1890,'  by  Bishop  J.  M.  Walden,  and  under  his  pastorate, 
he  received  his  second  appointment  to  Tazewell,  where 
he  remained  four  years.  In  1894  the  Conference  was  held 
at  Greeneville,  Tenn.,  by  Bishop  R.  S.  Foster,  who  as¬ 
signed  him  to  the  district,  where  he  remained  six  years, 
making  his  headquarters  at  Wytheville.  After  serving 
six  years  bn  the  district,  at  the  Conference  held  at  Chris- 
tiansburg,  Va.,  by  Bishop  D.  A.  Goodsell,  he  was  assignfed 
to  Christiansburg,  where  he  spent  only  one  year.  Here 
he  purchased  a  parsonage. 

The  next  Conference  was  held  at  Knoxville,  by  Bishop 
Hamilton,  when  he  was  sent  to  Newbem  circuit,  where 
he  spent  one  year.  At  the  next  Annual  Conference,  which 
was  held  at  Wytheville,  by  Bishop  Walden,  he  was  sent 
to  Graham,  Va.  Here  he  served  nine  years.  The  next 
session  of  the  Conference,  held  at  Pulaski,  Va.,  by  Bishop 
D.  H.  Moore,  he  was  assigned  the  second  time  to  Wythe¬ 
ville,  where  he  remodeled  the  church.  This  was  the  hard¬ 
est  year  of  his  ministry.  The  church  during  this  year 
was  dedicated  by  Bisop  I.  B.  Scott  free  of  debt.  The 
next  Conference  was  hdd  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  by  Bishop 
T.  S.  Henderson,  from  which  Conference  he  was  sent  to 
Princeton,  W.  Va.,  where  he  stayed  four  years,  during 
which  time  he  purchased  an  old  school  building  and  con¬ 
verted  it  into  a  church.  At  the  Annual  Conference,  which 
convened  at  Morristown,  Tenn.,  held  by  Bishop  F.  M. 
Bristol^  he  was  sent  to  Gary,  W.  Va.,  where  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  paying  the  church  out  of  debt  and  hav¬ 
ing  it  dedicated.  Here  he  also  built  a  parsonage  at  a 
cost  of  $4,000.  In  October,  1924,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Pleas¬ 
ants  was  assigned  to  the  Charles  Wesley  Church,  Abing- 
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don,  Va.,  where  he  spent  part  of  two  years,  during  which 
time  he  started  extensive  plans  for  the  remodeling  of  the 
church,  making  provision  for  Sunday-school  romns  and 
social  functions.  In  August,  1926,  he  became  disabled 
and  was  forced  to  give  up  his  work,  since  which  time  he 
had  been  gradually  failing  physically,  but  still  making 
progress  in  his  spiritual  career. 

Nearly  forty  years  ago  he  was  united  in  wedlock  to 
Miss  Alice  Jefferson,  which  union  proved  indeed  a  happy 
one,  and  was  blessed  with  nine  children,  six  of  whom  sur¬ 
vive  him,  viz.:  Dr.  W.  H.  Pleasants,  Jr.,  M.D.,  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C. ;  Mrs.  Valarie  Chapman,  of  Columbus,  Ohio ; 
Mrs.  Alice  Owen,  of  Bluefield,  Va. ;  the  Rev.  D.  M.  Pleas¬ 
ants,  of  the  Washington  Conference,  pastor  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  of  Johnstown,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Isabell 
Witherspoon,  of  Bluefield,  Va.,  and  Miss  Zilpha  Pleasants, 
of  Bluefield.  When  visited  by  the  writer  he  said:  “I 
have  been  all  these  years  making  preparation  for  this 
hour.  I  have  nothing  over  which  to  worry.”  To  his 
wife  he  said :  “I  have  about  run  my  race.  Do  not  worry ; 


July  7,  1927 

my  business  is  all  fixed.”  Thursday,  at  2.10  P.  M.,  hd| 
quietly  passed  to  his  eternal  reward.  Besides  a  wife  and 
six  children  he  leaves  one  brother,  Mr.  Letcher  Pleasants, 
of  Brownsburg,  Va. ;  one  sister,  Mrs.  Laura  Preston,  of 
Roanoke,  Va.,  with  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends  to 
mourn  their  loss. 

The  funeral  service  was  conducted  from  the  Bethel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Bluefield,  Va.,  Saturday, 
June  4,  at  2  P.  M.,  the  writer  officiating.  The  funeral 
address  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  A.  Davis,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  Pulaski  District,  the  last  superintendent 
under  whom  he  served.  The  following  ministers — the 
Revs.  W.  W.  Ward,  J.  W.  Manning,  I.  R.  Hill,  A.  D. 
Williams — and  others  assisted  in  the  service.  Thus  ended 
a  life  of  more  than  forty  years  of  untarnished  service 
for  the  Master  and  Kingdom. 

“Servant  of  God,  well  done!  Thy  glorious  warfare’s  past; 

The  battle’s  fought,  the  race  is  won,  and  thou  art  crowned  at  last.” 

BLUEFIELI),  VA. 


A  Man  Who  Knocks  a  Home  Run 

in  Every  Inning 

By  Bishop  I.  B.  Scott 


IT  IS  always  an  inspiration  to  me  to  meet  with  a 
man  in  the  pulpit  who  faces  the  ordinary  hin¬ 
drances  of  life  as  though  he  was  prepared  to  meet 
them.  He  doesn’t  take  time  to  whine,  he  fights.  A  short 
while  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  spending  a  few  days 
in  Shreveport,  La.;  where  I  went  to  assist  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  6.  Alston,  pastor  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  a  rally  to  make  steady  the  finances  of  the 
beautiful  edifice  recently  erected.  The  building  was  not 
quite  completed,  but  those  who  financed  it  were  a  little 
restless.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  former  pastor.  Rev. 
J.  A.  Williams,  and  his  small  membership  deserve  much 
credit  for  what  they  accomplished.  The  General  Minutes 
give  St.  Paul  a  membership  of  226,  but  they  faced  their 
task  bravely,  and  if  I  may  judge  by  the  way  Dr.  Alston 
had  them  working  when  I  was  there,  they  are  sure  to 
triumph  in  the  end. 

I  feel  that  I  should  tell  your  readers  that  even  in 
Africa  this  man  was  unusually  successful  in  handling  both 
the  Liberian  and  the  native  element ;  therefore  I  was  not 
surprised  to  see  him  inspire  that  comparatively  small  mem¬ 
bership  to  raise  $1,500;  for  I  do  not  overstate  the  case 
when  I  say  the  people  here  as  elsewhere  seem  delighted 
to  follow  him.  His  bishop  sent  him  to  Shreveport  to 
relieve  the  church  of  its  immediate  embarrassment,  and 
he  will  certainly  do  so  if  anybody  can. 

The  doctor  and  his  talented  wife  spent  five  years 
with  me  in  Africa,  and  their  success  was  really  marvelous. 
I  took  him  as  a  transfer  from  the  Texas  Conference  and 
assigned  him  to  the  pastorate  of  Mt.  Scott  (named  for 
Bishop  L.  Scott,  who  visited  Liberia  once) ,  Cape  Palmas, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  was  in  charge  of  the  district 
also.  This,  the  native  district  of  the  Conference,  was 
a  rather  small  affair  when  he  first  went  there,  but  he 
and  his  workers  had  a  number  of  successful  revivals,  and 
during  his  administration  8,000  souls  were  added  to  the 


churches.  These  for  the  most  part  were  plucked  as  brands  I 
from  heathenism,  and  they  became  evangels  of  the  gospel,  I 
and  through  them  scores  of  others  were  led  into  the  King-  I 
dom.  His  district  had  the  largest  native  membership  ofitf 
any  district  in  the  Conference.  They  soon  learned  not^ 
only  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  but  also  to  give  for  the  cause. 

I  have  seen  them  take  off  their  ornaments  of  silver  and 
gold,  and  also  bring  from  their  huts  rice,  washing  soap, 
etc.,  and  place  them  in  the  collection  plate.  As  far  as 
we  could  learn  from  the  records,  the  largest  amount  this 
district  had  ever  reported  to  the  Annual  Conference  was 
$163,  but  this  man  brought  it  up  to  $844  before  he  left. 
There  was  also  a  splendid  advance  in  the  giving  for  min¬ 
isterial  support.  The  people  loved  him  and  followed  him 
gladly. 

Both  Dr.  Alston  and  Mrs.  Alston  had  repeated  at¬ 
tacks  of  African  fever,  but  despite  this  stayed  by  their 
guns  as  long  as  they  dared  do  so,  though  at  times  they 
were  really  too  sick  to  do  the  work.  There  were  times 
when  she  taught  her  classes  at  the  seminary  lying  in  her 
bed,  and  at  times  he  would  go  out  on  his  district  when 
so  weak  he  would  drop  in  the  roadway.  One  seldom  sees 
greater  devotion  than  was  manifested  not  only  by  these, 
but  others  of  our  missionaries  in  Africa. 


When  he  came  home  he  asked  to  be  transferred  to 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  where  he  has  served  such  lead¬ 
ing  charges  as  Mother  Wesley,  New  Orleans;  St.  James, 
Shreveport,  and  the  La  Teche  District.  No  matter  where 
he  has  worked,  he  has  set  a  tremendous  pace  for  those 
who  were  so  minded.  His  success  in  the  home  field  along 
financial  lines  has  been  about  as  remarkable  as  it  was 
in  the  foreign  field,  and  his  labors  have  proven  a  blessing 
to  the  cause  and  an  inspiration  to  his  brethren.  He  is 
without  doubt  a  remarkable  man,  and  this  must  be  ac-* 
knowledged  by  all  who  are  familiar  with  his  work.  He 
knocks  a  home  run  wherever  he  goes. 
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I  Sunday  School  Less 

IvnRiTATicnrAi.  Smat 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


king’s  ofSce.  They  would  aU  be  valuable  in 
helping  him  overcome  the  prejudice  of  the 
north  against  a  ruler  from  the  south  (isn’t 
that  modern I).  He  was  well  adapted  to  win 
the  heart  of  the  people  away  from  Saul  (who 
was  strong  with  the  people)  and  Saul’s  son 
who,  because  of  his  father’s  strength,  would 
certainly,  be  a  riv^  of  any  other  ca^^te. 
This,  I  think,  is  why  Samuel  selected  hhn 
rather  than  some  other:  because  he  was  from 
a  more  conservative  state,  and  because  of  his 
known  character  and  personality.  And  the 
king-maker  made  no  mistake  this  time,  as  we 
shall  later  see. 

J  Religious  liberalism  among  the  early  Israelites 
1°  carried  them  into  the  most  grotesque  idolatry, 

S?  mfZ  Missionary  Interpretation 

j  more  civilized  Jews  resulted  in  the  highest  Lesson  for  Sundat,  Jui.t  17,  1927 
religion  the  world  has  seen-Christianity.  „ 

Did  Saul  FaUf  From  Samuel’s  stand-  n  ..  ...  r,  rx  x 

-e  point,  Saul  was  a  failure;  and  from.Jthe  peo-  (®y  Martin,  D.D.) 

(0  pie’s  standpoint  he  was  not  a  failure'.  There  David  was  a  real  shepherd.  There  was 
id  is  partial  truth  in  both  standpoints.  He  was  attraction  at  the  house— the  other  sons  of 
a.  not  a  complete  failure,  and  his  was  not  the  jesse  went,  but  David  stayed  with  the  sheep, 
ig  highest  success.  He  was  not  a  religions  When  the  angels  appeared  to  the  shepherds 
leader.  But  from  the  military  standpoint  his  on  the  plain,  there  must  have  been  at  least 
administration  compares  favorably  with  that  one  who  remained  with  the  sheep.  He  may 
of  the  best  kings  of  Israel  in  general.  As  a  have  been  the  first  to  have  seen  the  resur- 
king  he  had  no  precedents  by  which  to  be  rected  Lord.  So  David,  before  the  day  was 
,  guided;  but  he  had  to  establish  precedence,  over,  was  first  among  his  brethren.  God 
And  the  kingship  came  to  him  unawares,  was  calling  for  the  one  who  tended  the  flock, 
so  that  he  had  no  time  to  carefully  decide  When  the  church  is  seeking  for  a  man  to 
upon  the  principles  and  policies  of  govern-  assume  large  responsibilities,  it  wants  a  man 
jg  ment  which  he  would  follow.  He  could  have  who  has  been  true  to  the  flock  wherever  he 
g  asserted  his  authority  more  and  yielded  to  has  been  called  to  serve.  There  are  enemies 
■  the  people  less.  But  he  was  a  democratic  to  which  the  flock  of  God  in  this  land  is  ex- 
monarch:  he  wanted  the  experiment  in  the  posed,  and  only  faithful  guarding  will  keep 
kingship  not  to  be  a  failure  in  the  people’s  them  without  loss.  Such  a  shepWd  is  the 
[d  Samuel  had  predicted.  He  made  the  one  needed  in  the  larger  undertakings  of  the 

mistake  of  establishing  the  wrong  kind  of  churcl^  in  the  far-flung  battle  lines  of  the 
religious  precedents  among  a  people  so  low  Kingdom,  on  the  frontiers  of  earth.  Only 
in  the  scale  of  civilization.  But,  taken  all  men  and  women  of  real  staying  quality  are 
’  in  all,  and  remembering  that  he  was  the  first  wanted  in  the  mission  fields  ip  these  days  of 
A  experiment  in  the  kingship,  and  that  the  world  problems. 

newly  created  state  was  yet  controlled  by  David  had  the  character  for  real  leader- 
the  church,  he  was  not  the  poorest  specimen  ship.  If  there  was  anything  to  do,  he  was 
of  a  king  imaginable.  ready  to  do  it.  He  did  not  stop  to  count 

Q.  Why  Samuel  Ckote  Demid.  Like  in  many  the  cost.  He  was  ready  to  venture  all  with 
Q.  countries,  induding  our  own,  the  South  in  and  for  God.  If  a  lion  came  to  seise  from 
^  Palestine  was  more  religiously  conservative  the  flock,  the  imerring  sling  of  David  was 
jg  than  the  North.  Samuel  had  selected  a  king  the  flock’s  protection,  and  they  were  safe. 

from  the  north-central  section,  and  he  had  Did  the  giant  Goliath  challenge  Israel, 
tie  not  made  good  relighnuly,  being  too  liberal  David’s  armor  was  his  courage  and  faith  in 
ly  for  the  times.  So  he  dedded  to  try  one  from  God,  and  before  him  the  giant  fell  with  one 
in  the  more  conservative  South.  And  again,  he  well-aimed  missle  from  the  band  of  David. 
X-  had  sdected  bis  first  king  because  of  his  The  undaunted  courage  pnd  trust  of  David 
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a  mountain  range  or  dig  a  canyon, 
and  all  power  are  at  Hit  diipoea 
of  beetle  baate.  If  we  don’t  allow 
to  become  atampeded  by  the  da] 
tbe  n^rfldaL  onr  eyea  will  be  i 


All  time  be  vaatly  difFerent  It  ia  easy  to  be  deceired 
no  ne^  by  the  radies  in  the  current  of  divine  events. 

"I  know  not  where  Hia  islands  lift 
Their  fronded  palms  in  air; 

I  only  know  I  cannot  drift 
Beyond  His  love  and  care.” 

“Right  forever  on  the  scaffold, 

Wrong  forever  on  the  throne; 

Yet  that  scaffold  sways  the  future, 

And  behind  the  dim  unknown 
Standeth  Gfod  wRhin  the  shadow. 

Keeping  watch  above  His  own.” 

WOBOAN  OOIXBOK. 


,  onr  eyes  wiU  be  able  to  see 
good  w  around.  For  every  wife  that  turns 
out  like  Rvtb  Brown  Aiyder,  there  are  hun¬ 
dreds  that  stand  by  tbdr  tdling  husbands 
with  everv  sacrifice  and  devotion.  For  every 
white  bully  and  every  white  debauchee  in  the 
South  there  are  thousands  of  Mends  and 
well-wishers  of  the  Negro.  Were  this  not 
the  case,  mv  own  life  story  and  that  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  other  Southern  boys  and  girls  would 


What  the  Churches  Mt  Oliv.,  lO  was  a  W ^  day  S^-BrotherXTg^iser^T^^^^^ 

ArA  Church,  many  knocks,  but  each  knock  seems  to- 

Are  J^Oing  it  wUl  be  long  remembered  by  who  were  a  boost.  She  has  stood  the  test,  and  is 

NatekitoeJu$,  La. — The  King’s  Dang^hters  f  now  one  of  the  leading  churches  on  the  San 

and  tbe  stewardess  board  have  installM  in  conducted  by  the  su^rln^dtm^  wmeh  was  ^^ntonlo  District.  Bach  ofBcer  and  member 
the  parsonage  a  modem  bathroom  and  elec-  enjoyed  by  ^  “““  stands  to-day  with  flag  unfurled,  marching 

trie  lights.  T^y  also  presented  to  the  church  service  at  tlw  Baptist  church,  where  our  pas-  thousand  mark.  A  short  program 

a  new  communion  set  Too  much  praise  can-  tor  preached  tte  cm^enMmmt  so^on,  rendered  in  honor  of  the  first  pastor, 

not  be  given  these  good  people.-Cha8.  An-  using  for  his  subject  “The  World’s  ^  for  ^^e  Rev.  George  Brothers.— Evangelin 
derson,  Faster.  Men^’  The  house  was  w^  crowd^.  We  Reporter. 

_  ^  .  thank  the  bishop  for  this  noble  man,  the  Rev.  ^ 

Patterton,  Gio.— Children’s  Day  was  oh-  g,  Millsap.— Lessie  Donald,  Reporter.  Nashville,  Tsma.— Gordon  Memorial  Meth- 

served,  but  owing  to  the  inclement  weather,  odist  Episcopal  Church  has  had  quite  a  suc- 

many  of  tbe  children  could  not  be  present  Pateagovla,  Miss. — On  May  29,  the  Pasca-  cessful  year  so  far.  Our  revival  was  success- 
Our  collection  amounted  to  $6,  which  we  sent  goula  high-school  commencement  sermon  was  ful,  and  we  were  blessed  with  forty-four  con- 
to  tbe  Board  of  Education.  We  are  bidding  delivered  by  tbe  Rev.  D.  E.  Johnson,  of  Can-  verts.  We  baptised  thirty-seven  persons  on 
our  own  under  tiie  leadership  of  our  paster,  ton.  Miss.  This  was  the  third  time  the  Rev.  the  fourth  Sunday  in  May.  We  were  proud 
tbe  Rev.  D.  H.  Martin.  Pray  for  us.  We  Jolmson  has  delivered  the  sermon  to  this  to  have  tee  Rev.  T.  J.  Blaclonon  with  us 
have  great  plans,  and  are  leaving  no  stones  school,  and  each  time  he  has  made  a  very  throughout  the  week’s  meeting.  He  preached 
unturned. — ^Mrs.  J.  Bell,  Reporter.  favorable  impression.  His  message  seenu  to  two  able  sermons  at  the  morning  and  eve- 

KeUma,  Mi##.— Sunday,  May  29,  will  be  “1?^”  the  yoimg  foto  to  go  on  to  peater  ning  service.  Our  Easter  program  was  splen- 
long  remembered  by  tli  people  of  Kelona  S  ^ 

Meteodist  Episcopal  Church.  We  bad  a  very  pointed  to  work  with  Mrs.  Mary  Pi^Bram- 

....^.^.*..1  Vhere  were  eight  clubs  that  years,  and  we  hope  to  have  lette,  and  were  successful  in  raising  $800  for 

AoSf  m”  gX«  '»  «*  y""  thK  H  P.  Gord<»,  P«,tor,  M,.. 

Mrs.  L.  Pierce,  $4.06;  Mr.  J.  W.  Brame,  G.  Williams,  Reporter. 

$6B0;  Mr.  F.  Jones,  $4ii0;  Mr.  C.  W.  Milsw,  Hattiesburg,  Miss. — The  Rev.  W.  P.  Ward  Sedalia,  Mo. — ^T^lor  Chapel  Methodist 

$6uM);  Mrs.  E.  Jones,  $7.70;  Mrs.  S.  Herd,  proved  himsdf  to  be  quite  an  evangelist  in  Episcopal  Church:  We  are  indeed  very  grate- 

$11.06;  Mrs.  C.  Jones,  $7A0;  total,  $80A6. —  the  ten  days’  meeting  just  closed  at  the  St.  to  Bishop  E.  L.  Waldorf  for  returning 

Rev.  W.  H.  Nicholson,  Pastor;  Mrs.  L.  B.  Paul  Church,  June  12,  where  be  held  the  to  us  our  most  excellent  pastor,  the  Rev.  W. 
Nichtdson,  Reporter.  people  spellbound  with  his  great  sermons.  L.  Lee.  In  looking  back  over  the  past  years, 

BmtthoUle  Miss  —On  May  29  a  rally  was  '^^®  ^  great  success,  and  much  of  all  ofScers  and  members  can  appreciate  the, 

conducted  at  Smlthvllle,  on  the  Amory  cir-  th®  due  to  the  prayer  meetings  held  improvements  made  by  our  new  pastor.  Hd 

entt.  The  paster.  Rev.  S.  S.  Brown,  set  a  M®h  morning  by  tee  sister^  ^  tbe  Rev.  is  a  strong  leader,  and  pute  to  whole  soul, 

drive  for  $100  to  repair  onr  clrarch.  We  gave  the  invitation,  twente-one  came  life,  stren^h,  and  money  into  his  work.  His 

raised  on  day  $^  The  rally  was  led  ^®d  took  a  stand  for  Christ.  Many  thanks  members  love  and  reaped  him,  and  carry  out 

by  the  following  iadiesi  Dora  Dwn,  $6.60;  ^®  »®®d  members  and  friends  for  the  his  every  request  May  16  was  rally  day  for 

Mary  Miders  $816-  Henrietta  Jackin  s^orm  given  us  on  June  8. — J.  D.  Wheaton,  our  new  windows;  raised  for  same,  $281;  for 
$16.18;  Jeanet  White,’ $10.70;  Audrey  Mos-’  flood  sufferers,  $16;  unit  leadm,  !g4.W;to^^ 

^reo,  Ga.-Tbe  Methodist  Episcopal  Ili^RSordtoK^lte^Jd 
blm  the  i^ple  of  tee  Amory  circuit,  church  Mission  work  at  this  place  is  p?o- 

—Dora  Dean,  Reporter.  gressing  nicely.  Services  are  btog  held  in  Bailey,  Miss.— The  Easter  services  were 

Paehuta,  Miss. — ^The  captains  reported  as  a  small  prayer  house,  but  we  hope  to  be  able  highly  observed  at  Hopewell  Church.  An 
follows  on  Easter  Sunday  at  Coke  Chapel  to  hold  services  in  the  church  teat  is  under  appropriate  program  was  rendered.  The 
Methi^ist  Episcopal  Church:  L.  Ckfleman,  way  of  construction  in  the  near  fhture.  The  ladles  ^d  was  orgwised  into  mffnent 
$686;  V.  Turner,  $680;  A.  Parker,  $8.10;  pastor,  Rev.  Thomas  Collins,  has  the  work  "“®s*  ““  *'«P®'*®“,“ J®“®^"*  S' Tiw* 
M.  McCarty,  $^;  C.  Knott,  ^.16;  V.  at  heart  and  is  looking  forward  to  a  great  jey»  W.90;  Mrs.  M.  Himt,  g.10;  Mrs.  M. 
Cotmer,  <aJ26;  M.  McCarty,  ^.06;  grand  year’s  work  with  the  co-<q>eration  of  the  Col^  $1.01;  Mrs.  S.  Parker,  $2.60;  toM  ter 
totiiL  $26.10.  Geor|K  Chapd:  F.  Harperi  people.  On  May  2  a  Sunday  school  was  or-  the  L#adies  Aid,  $7JS1;  p^llc  collectiray  $8.99; 
$10ii6;  A.  Evans,  $2.76;  H.  Ckdliiu,  $4.26;  ganised  at  this  place  with  thirty-eight  pres-  grand  total  for  the  day,  $11.40.  We  feel  very 
E.  Johnson,  $2.62;  total,  $BB.  Mt.  Nebo  ent  Pray  for  our  success.— R.  B.  Collins,  grateful  to  Bishop  Jones  for  sending  the 
raised  $788.  Grand  total,  $60  for  the  dr-  Reporter.  Rev-  I-  L-  Hmt  back  to  us.  Too  much 

cult—Rev.  J.  McFee,  Pastor;  L.  Harper,  Re-  piaLoods  T«m-Oak  Grove  rh.nel  P™i8®®®nn<rt  b®  ffJj®®  Wim  He  is  making 
nnrfer  ^  .  Gwve  Chapel  ^  gacriflce,  and  is  putting  forth  every 

^  Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  On  June  12,  effort  to  put  over  the  program  of  the  church. 

Weir,  Miss. — ^Tbe  second  Sunday  in  June  Sunday  school  was  opened  at  the  usual  hour  _ Gordon,  Reporter. 

WAS  Cl^dren’s  Day  at  Penderylllc  Methodist  with  the  superintendent  In  the  chair.  The  les- 

Episcopal  Church.  Our  superintendent,  Mrs.  son  was  taught  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  W.  M.  Btarkoille,  Miss. — GriflSn  Chapel  is  still  on 
L.  R.  Brown,  conducted  an  exceUent  pro-  Carter.  Our  Sunday  school  is  moving  dong  the  forward  march.  Sunday,  May  1,  was  a 
gram,  which  was  enjoyed  by  alL  The  choir  nicely.  The  pastor  preached  at  the  eleven  glorious  day,  with  160  at  tne  altar  for  corn- 
rendered  beautifnl  music.  A  delidous  din-  o’dock  service  from  John  8.  The  sermon  was  munion.  We  are  having  good  services  each 
ner  was  also  served.  We  Iwd  our  pastor,  the  enjoyed  by  all  present.  Miss  Lissie  Mitchell  Sunday.  A  plan  was  agreed  upon  whereby 
Rev.  E.  D.  Cameron,  with  us,  and  in  the  and  Miss  Josephine  Harvell  have  returned  each  man  is  to  give  one  dollar,  each  woman 
afternoon  he  preached  a  noble  sermon  to  a  from  Nashville,  where  they  ^ent  a  week’s  fifty  cents,  and  vouths,  twente-five  cents 
crowded  house.  The  work  is  movinu  along  vacation.  They  reported  an  enjoyable  time,  every  Sunday  on  church  indebtedness.  More 


Episcopal  Church  has  just  dosed  a  succe^ 
fiu  trustee  drive.  The  membership  was  di¬ 
vided  Into  three  dubs:  No.  1,  W.  E.  Sampson,, 
$46;  No.  ^  Sister  Bessie  Warren,  $M.06;j 
No.  8,  Miss  Beatrice  Charles,  $41.06;  tet^ 
$166.46.  Our  good  pastor,  the  Rev.  G.  G. 
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Roster  of  District  Conferences  for  1927  Season 

W«  will  ch— rfnlly  mak*  any  eorreetloiu  or  cntriaa  whara  aaeaMary>  A  poalear4  raqoaat  la  all 
that  la  aspaetad.  '  Dlatriet  Sapvintandonta  will  kindly  antar  thaiia  aa  aarly  aa  pcaalbU. 

Diatriet  Plaea  Data  DM.  Bapb 

San  Aasalo . Brady,  Tasaa . July  lft>n . 8.  B.  Hlaeknall 

Baton  Bousa . BcotlandvUla,  La. . July  . B.  J.  Baddta 

KnozviUa . Maaeot,  Tenn. . Jfuly  18-17 . P.  D.  Joknaon 

Beaufort . St.  Gac^e,  8.  C . July  18-17 . L.  O.  Oran 

Wayaroaa . 8o.  Bad,  Pattaraon,  Ga . July  14-17 . .-..W.  BL  Odnaa 

Naaaaota . Hwoopataad.  Texaa . ...July  l>-84 . ^  J.  Nawton 

Mnrfraaaboro . Cookarilla.  Tenn . July  19-84 . P.  N.  eotliar  , 

New  Orlaana . - . Bocaluaa,  La. . July  2944 . M.  Walker 

Gullaida . Bkeatawpa.  Miaa . July  80-84 . E.  A.  Wilaon 

Lake  Charlea . LaAa  Charlaa,  La. . July  80-24 . W.  J.  Hampton 

Chattaaooca . Dayton.  Tenn . July  20-24 . J.  A.  Pkkatt 

Wilmington . . . Xiombarton,  N.  C . .July  20-24 . G.  li.  Phalpa 

BannattaTiUe . Hamer,  8.  C . July  20-24 . W.  8.  Thompaon 

Jaekaonrllla . Jaekaonvllla^  Fla. .  . July  20-24 . &  W.  Bartley 

Gulf . Bradantoa.  Fla. . July  20-24.. . J.  8.  Todd 

Weatam . Lenoir,  N.  C. . July  21-24... . N.  J.  Pam 

Auatia . Luliag,  Tesaa . July  26-81 . J.  L.  8.  Bdmondaor 

Spartanburg . Cowpaas,  8.  C . July  27-80 . Ii.  W.  Williama 

VIekabnrg . BottouTlUm . July  27-81 . J.  B.  Bom 

Brookbavan . Haalahurat,  Him . July  27-81 . G.  W.  Cdaman 

Montgoinary . Booth,  Ala. . July  87-81 . P-  P.  Wright 

Houatoa . Boaatam  Tesaa . July  27-81 . J.  8.  8eott 

Atlaato . .Coooa,  Pin . July  87-81 . John  W.  Waaley 

Alasaadrla . Boonrilla,  Lau . July  87-81 . 8.  8.  Earlm 

Wiaaton . Elkin,  M.  C . July  27-81 . J.  A.  Baxter 

Orangeburg .  July  27-81 . J.  B.  Taylor 

Greenville . Seneca,  8.  C. . July  27-81 . J.  E.  C.  Jenkina 

Shreveport . Shreveport,  La. . July  87-81 . J.  O.  David 

NaahviUe . Lebuon,  Tenn . July  27-81 . W.  &  Mttidiell 

Waynmboro . Sylvaala,  Ga . July  28-81 . J.  8.  8tripllng 

GrUBn . Fayetteville,  Ga. . July  27-Ang.  1 . D.  H.  Gtamton 

Charleatoa . .Covington.  Va . Aug.  2-  7 . &  A.  Haynm 

8o.  Baltimore . Cfaurdton.  Md . Aug. 

Pittaburgh . Fadrmount,  W.  Va. . Aug. 

Columbua . Sprlngfldd.  Ohio . Aug. 

Waco . (Aombeek.  Tex . Aug.  _ 

HAttimbun . State  Lina,  Him . Aug.  8-  7 . .W.  H.  Saaith 

Hannibal . Mobarly,  Mo . Aug.  8-  7 . 6.  8.  W*b*ter 

LaGranga . Sebuloo,  Ga . Aug. 

Savannah . .Woodbine,  Ga . Aug. 

Paleatine . Mexia,  Texm . Aug. 

Forraat  City . Hnghea,  Ark. . Aug. 

Lexington . Liexington,  Ky. . Aug. 

Charlmton . Summerville,  8.  C . Aug.  _  , 

Marehall . Saingerfleld,  Tex. . Aug.  8-  7 . . JB.  H.  Holden 

Birmingham . ....Birmingham,  Ala. . Aug.  8-  Tj . .C.  li.  Dunn 

Atlanta . ,J4evman,  Ga. . Aug. 

Jaekaon . Benton,  Mim . Aug. 

Tnj>elo . Smithville,  Mim . Aug. 

Dunmt . Loutovilla  Mbs. . Aug.  9-14 . .C.  V.  HeSner 

Memphb . Alamo,  Twi . Aug.  10-14 . .W.  B.  Crenahaw 

Kanaaa  City . Kanaaa  City,  Mo . Aug.  10-14 . B.  W.  Hannah 

Opdika . XinavQle,  Ala . Aug.  10-14 . J.  C.  Chuman 

Huntaville . Colony,  Ala. . Aug.  10-14 . J.  W.  ^^it&eld 

Alexandria . Lembmrg,  Va . Aug.  16-81 . J.  TT.  King 

StarkvOle . Starkvflle,  Mbs. . Aug.  16-21 . J.  H.  Talbert 

Tnaealooea . Newbem,  Ala . Aug.  17-21 . B.  B.  Wflliams 

Beaumont . Beaumont,  Texas . Aug.  17-21 . J.  W.  Gilder 

Monroe . Monroe,  La. . Aug.  17-21 . C.  Spesurs 

Galnmviile . Atlanta,  Ga. . .....Aug.  17-21 . H.  J.  CroUey 

Little  Bock . Little  Bock,  Ark . Aug.  17-21 . .W.  8.  Sherrill 

Oscala . Lowell,  Fla. . Aug.  18-21 . F.  E.  Wdeh 

Holly  Springs . .Oxford,  Mbs . Aug.  28-28 . A.  G.  Cole 

Chim«o . Gary,  Ind...^ . Aug.  28-28 . P.  T.  Gorham 

Gaincaville . Cedar  Key,  Pla. . Aug.  24-28 . J>.  8.  Selmore 

Borne . Palmetto,  Ga. . Aug.  24-88 . JL  T.  Jaekaon 

Florence . Cadm,  8.  C . Aug.  24-28 . B.  F.  Harrington 

Meridian . Seooha,  Mbs. . Aug.  84-28 . J>.  L.  Morgan 

Greenwood . .Carrollton,  Miss. . Aug.  24-28 . J>.  Green 

St.  Lonb . Desoto,  Mo . Aug.  24-28 . ....G.  D.  Hancock 

tndianapolb . BivansviUe,  Ind. . Aug.  26-26 . S.  H.  Sweeney 

Parb . Clarksville,  Tex . Aug.  26-28 . J.  H.  Anthtmy 

Fort  Iteith . No.  Little  Bock,  Ark . Aug.  81-Sept.  4 . J.  L  Bryan 

Sedalia . Carthage.  Mo. . Aug.  81-Sept.  4 . E.  L.  McAllister 

Lake  City . High  Spnngs,  Fla..... . Sept.  22-26 . J.  B.  Patterson 

Philaddphih . Cape  May,  N.  J .  . 4-  6 . W.  C.  'Hiompeon 

Sslbbury . Salbbury,  Md.... . 11-18.... . J.  E.  A.  Johns 

Easton . Cambridge,' Md. . Oct.  26-27 . J.  W.  Jefferson 


2-7 . J.  8.  Carroll 

2-  7 . .W.  H.  Dean 

2-  7 . .T.  L.  Ferguson 

2-  7 . J.  W.  Downs 


8-7 . J.  B.  Maddux 

8-7 . S.  D.  Bankston 

8-  7 . W.  B.  Bobinson 

8-7 . J.  H.  Hatchett 

8-  7 . Jj.  E  Jordan 

8-7 . A  B.  Howard 


8- 7 . J.  W.  Queen 

4-7 . J.  8.  WiUbms 

9- 14 . B.  W.  Wynn 
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Troupe,  is  sparing  no  pains  in  putting  forth 
every  effort  to  make  the  church  succera,  and 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  members  and  the 
hdp  of  God,  this  will  prove  to  be  a  success¬ 
ful  year  in  the  work  of  the  church  here.  His 
good  wife  is  always  at  his  side  to  help  bear 
the  burden  of  the  work.  We  pray  God’s 
blessings  upon  them. — W.  E.  Sampson,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Canton,  Mitt. — On  Tuesday  night.  May  17, 
after  class  meeUn^  the  pastor  arose  and 
stated  that  he  was  Ted  by  the  Spirit  to  start 
his  revival  then  and  there,  and  we  are  proud 
to  say  that  for  the  following  twelve  days  we 
had,  the  older  members  say,  one  of  the  most 
successful  revivals  held  at  our  church  in  the 
last  twenty  years.  Fourteen  members  were 
added  to  our  church.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Grant 
was  the  preacher  during  the  entire  revival. 
Prof.  R.  H.  McAllister  was  with  us  one  night 
and  spoke  to  us.  We  were  happy  to  have  him 
with  us.  The  Rev,  J.  S.  Williams,  district 
superintendent,  was  present  two  nights.  He 
is  well  pleased  with  the  leadership  of  our 
new  pastor,  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Johnson,  and  we 
are  grateful  to  the  Conference  for  him. — 
Reporter. 

Wichita,  Kant. — St.  Mark’s  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  We  are  moving  upward 
and  onward.  We  were  blessed  to  have  the 
Rev.  A.  Talbert,  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Ardmore,  Okla.,  with 
us  in  our  revival.  He  succeeded  in  getting 
twelve  conversions  and  fourteen  accessions. 
We  have  taken  in  forty-seven  members  since 
Conference.  Our  third  quarter  was  well  at¬ 
tended.  Most  of  the  ofScers  rendered  re¬ 
ports.  The  Rev.  D.  G.  Franklin  preached  us 
two  fine  sermons  to  the  delight  of  all  pres¬ 
ent.  We  raised  $64.06  in  the  Conference. 
We  have  paid  our  pastor  $810.60  since  the 
last  quarters  raised  on  old  indebtedness, 
$617.40,  and  $84  for  World  Service.  Our 
church  is  crowded  every  Sunday,  imd  every 
department  is  alive. — The*  Rev.  W.  C.  Con- 
well,  Pastor. 

Omaha,  Neb. — The  Rev.  W.  M.  Starrs, 
general  evangelist,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and 
Dr.  J.  L.  Donelson,  pastor  of  Central  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  Houston,  Texas,  who 
were  in  attendance  on  the  Pastoral  Confer¬ 
ence,  delivered  masterly  sermons  in  Grove 
Church,  Sunday,  May  29.  Our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  T.  B.  Oville,  ddivered  the  annual  ser¬ 
mon  for  the  Pythians  and  Courts  of  Calanthe 
on  May  29.  Dr.  B.  R.  Booker  recently  held 
the  third  Quarterly  Conference  and  preached 
a  delightf^  sermon.  Our  pastor  has,  with 
the  help  of  the  voung  people  and  class  lead¬ 
ers,  inaugurated  a  mid-week  service,  illus¬ 
trated  lecture,  class  meeting,  song  service, 
and  social  hour.  Thus  Wednesday  night  is 
now  one  of  the  outstanding  meeting  nights 
in  the  church  life  of  Omaha.  Grove  is  mov¬ 
ing  forward. — Reporter. 

Marion,  Ala. — Sunday  morning.  May  29, 
the  service  was  conducted  by  the  pastor. 
Rev.  G.  W.  Brown,  who  preached  a  soul¬ 
stirring  sermon.  ,  Sunday  night  the  Rev. 
Draggs  preached  from  the  text,  “God  so 
loved  the  world,”  etc.  He  preached  a  won¬ 
derful  sermon.  The  Concert  Club  of  Zion 
Methodist  ^iscopal  Church  enjoyed  a  grand 
truck  ride  Wednesday  night,  June  1,  to  Tay¬ 
lor,  Ala.  The  dub  also  rendered  a  concert 
at  Hamburg  on  Friday  night,  June  3.  Sun- 
dav,  June  6,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Jones  preached 
a  heart-searching  sermon.  Our  hearts  were 
made  to  feel  glad.  Sunday  night  the  Rev. 
Brown  preached  the  resurrection  of  Christ 
and  administered  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Miss 
Velma  Young  left  June  8  for  Tuscaloosa, 
Ala.,  to  attend  the  Conference  of  Colored 
Women. — V.  B.  Young,  Reporter. 

Rooky  Ford,  Oa. — Mi^  22  was  a  high  day 
here  at  Charlestown  Methodist  Epucopu 
Church.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Holmes, 
conducted  a  pew  service  rally  to  raise  some 
extra  finance.  The  church  membership  was 
divided  into  twelve  dabs,  each  dub  rendering 
an  excellent  program.  Qub  No.  1,  led  by 
Mrs.  Rosa'  Toy,  $12.16;  No.  2,  Mrs.  V. 
Harden,  $12.16;  No.  8,  Mrs.  A.  Daughtry, 
$12.26;  No.  6,  Mrs.  L.  Hendrix,  $4.86;  No.  6, 
Mrs.  L.  BeU,  $11.28;  No.  7,  Mrs.  L.  Williams, 
$16.26;  No.  8,  Mrs.  L.  Gross,  $16.60;  No.  9, 


Mrs.  M.  Hawkins,  $6.16;  No.  10,  Misses  Hen¬ 
drix  and  Jackson,  $11.10;  total  raised  for 
the  day,  $101.63.  Too  much  cannot  be  said 
for  the  members  and  friends  of  Charlestown 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  for  they  are 
always  on  the  Job.  Our  pastor  is  a*  worthy 
leader  and  a  gospel  preacher. — W.  M.  Hen¬ 
drix,  Reporter. 

Sayreton,  Ala. — ^The  congregation  was  very 
glad  to  have  the  pastor  back  in  the  pulpit 
on  Sunday,  after  an  absence  of  several  days 
in  which  he  attended  the  alumni  meeting  of 
Gammon  Tlieological  Seminary,  of  which  he 
was  also  a  memD«r.  While  away,  he  visited 
Tuskegee  Institute  and  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Montgomery,  where  he  also  visited 
several  friends  and  acquaintances.  He  stated 
that  he  was  very  much  refreshed  by  his  trip. 
He  left  arain  the  following  Monday  for 
Meridian,  Miss.,  to  attend  the  commence¬ 
ment  exercises  of  Haven  Institute  and  also 
witness  the  graduation  of  his  son,  Joel,  who 
finished  the  normal  department.  Our  church 
is  moving  along  nicely  at  present.  The  pas¬ 
tor,  with  the  {dd  of  the  loyal  members  and 
friends,  is  endeavoring  to  arouse  greater  in¬ 
terest  in  all  departments  of  the  church. — 
Rev.  J.  C.  Carson,  Pastor;  Z.  H.  Walker, 
Reporter.  x  ' 

LouievUle,  Ky. — ^The  New  Cdce  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  located  at  Breckenrldge 
Street,  between  Preston  and  Jackson,  Is  fart 
becoming  an  institutional  church.  Each  eve¬ 
ning  some  religions  activity  is  being  carried 


on.  The  Rev.  Hines,  who  is  now  serving  his 
fourth  year  as  pastor  of  this  church,  has  the 
work  of  the  church  well  in  hand.  Every  de¬ 
partment  is  well  organised,  and  it  can  he 
truthfully  said  that  Dr.  Hines  has  done  more 
real  constructive  work  for  this  church  than 
has  been  done  for  it  by  any  one  minister  in 
its  history.  He  is  a  great  gospel  preacher, 
and  is  a  friend-maker  for  his  Christ  and 
church.  He  rendered  to  the  last  session 'of 
the  Lexington  Conference  the  best  all-round 
report  that  has  ever  gone  up  from  this 
church.  When  you  visit  the  city  of  Louis¬ 
ville  be  sure  to  visit  the  New  Coke  Church, 
for  there  you  will .  hear  a  great  gospel  ser¬ 
mon,  filled  with  divine  thought  and  spiritual 
power. — J.  H.  Madison,  Reporter. 

Andereon,  8.  O. — Deep  Creek  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  on  the  West  Anderson 
charge,  had  World  Service  Day  on  May  22. 
The  other  churches,  Springfield  and  Mt. 
Pisgah,  met  at  Deep  CreeL  A  splendid 
pronam  was  rendered.  The  pastor.  Rev.  S. 
V.  Fowler,  was  with  us.  The  rally  was  made 
up  of  captains  who  r^prted  as  follows: 
Mrs.  R.  Walker,  $10.24;  Miss  I.  Robinson, 
$8.86;  Mrs.  C.  Wiley,  $4.60;  Miss  W.  D. 
Jones,  $11.19;  Mrs.  B.  Carter,  $2;  Miss  E. 
Anderson,  $4.18;  Mrs.  G.  Skdton,  $8B6; 
Miss  G.  Glenn,  $9;  Miss  B.  Williford,  $4.07; 
Mrs.  A.  Patterson,  $8.20;  Mrs.  I.  Black, 
$10.91;  Mrs.  B.  Williams,  $6.20;  Mrs.  Beu¬ 
lah  Williford,  $1.18;  Miss  B.  Simpson,  $0.17; 
Mrs.  B.  Morris,  $2;  for  pastor,  $8.26;  grand 
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Would  you  like  to  know 

"What  We 
Are  Teaching 
Our  Childreti  and 
Young  People?” 

IF  SO,  Dr,  Henry  H.  Meyer, 
Editor  of  Church  School  Pub¬ 
lications  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  has  just  written  a 
64-page  pamphlet  by  this  title  in 
which  he  has  analyzed  and  ex¬ 
plained  step  by  step  and  publi¬ 
cation  by  publication  our  whole 
program  of  religious  education 
and  the  publications  iri  which  its 
content  is  embodied. 

This  authoritative  answer  to 
this  important  question  may  be 
obtained  by  sending  your  request 
in  care  of  the  Circulation  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Sunday  School  Period¬ 
icals  addressed  to 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 


CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chicago  Boaton  Datroit  Pittsburgh 
KanaaaCltr  SaoFranciaeo  Portland,  Oro. 


total,  S91.64.  The  Rev.  Fowler  is  one  of  the 
Gammon  hoys.  He  and  his  members  plan 
together  and  work  their  plans.  We  are  mov¬ 
ing  on  nicely  with  our  cnurcb  work  and  are 
going  to  have  another  World  Service  rally. 
— W.  L.  Williford,  Reporter. 

Seneca,  8.  C. — St.  James  is  taking  her  place 
under  the  sun.  Dr.  J.  E.  C.  Jenkins,  district 
superintendent,  has  thinn  well  in  band.  His 
wife,  the  district  president,  has  worked  up 
The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  as 
never  before  on  the  district.  The  partor. 
Rev.  W.  N.  Fridie,  is  leading  us  on  to  cer¬ 
tain  victory.  The  church  is  tplritually  alive. 
The  Rev.  Fridie  has  revived  the  weekly  prayer 
service  and  the  monthly  class  meeting.  Twice 
this  year  we  have  surprised  him  with  a  pound 
party.  His  baby,  born  in  the  parsonage  on 
May  8,  was  named  John  Wedey,  true  to 
Metbo^m.  Our  boys  and  girls  who  finished 
school  this  year,  are:  Ruth  Anderson,  Felton 
Evans,  Irene  North,  Lisdia  Parks,  Archie 
Sloan,  and  James  Williams.  We  are  to  enter¬ 
tain  the  Greenville  District  Conference  this 
month,  and  are  trying  to  beautify  the  church 
within  and  without  We  have  painted  the 
outside  wall  and  the  furniture  within,  at  a 
cost  of  more  than  $200.  The  sisters  deserving 
honorable  mention  for  h^ing  to  raise  this 
money  are  Sisters  Alice  Palmer  and  Mollie 
McDowell.  A  pageant  led  by  Mrs.  Hattie 
Brown,  was  quite  a  success.  We  hope  an¬ 
other  will  be  presented  soon. — Lavinia  C. 
Parks,  Reporter. 

Foreet  City,  N.  C. — Well’s  Springs  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  is  hdding  her  right¬ 
ful  place  in  Methodism*  A  little  more  than 
twelve  months  before  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Meekins 
was  sent  to  us  last  October,  we  built  a  nice, 
modem,  pressed-brick  edifice,  consisting  of 
social  room  and  pastor’s  study.  When  the 
Rev.  Meekins  came  upon  the  scene  he  found 
.  the  church  strug^i^  under  a  debt  of 
$9^2.47.  Under  the  leadership  of  this  young 
man  we  have  succeeded  In  paying  about  one 
third  of  this  debt.  On  May  29  we  marshalled 
opr  forces  together  and  raised  $900.  The 
Rev.  MecUns  is  a  strong  gospd  preacher 
aud  a  man  with  a  vision.  We  Mve  raised  a 
large  portion  of  our  World  Service  quota. 

Southwestern  diall  have  its  place  in  our 
,  congregation.  Our  pastor  has  each  auxiliary 


of  the  church  at  work.  The  SUver  Leaf  Club, 
composed  entirely  of  young  rirls,  has  had 
every  door  and  window  in  ^  parsonage 
nicefy  screened,  and  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society 
has  made  the  interior  look  new.  Mrs.  Mamie 
L.  Meekins,  our  pastor’s  wife,  just  came  to 
us  on  April  26.  She  is  one  of  tM  teachers  in 
the  Shaw  Town  Graded  School  at  LilUngton, 
N.  C.  She  left  on  June  6  to  attend  summer 
school  at  the  State  Normal  School  at  Fayette¬ 
ville,  N.  C. — L.  T.  Baker,  Secretary. 

Aberdeen,  Mies. — Second  Church:  The 
auxiliaries  of  this  church  are  rejoicing  over 
having  Mrs.  R.  A.  Haddley,  the  &trlct 
president  of  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Society,  visit  them  on  the  fifth  Sunday 
in  May.  She  was  able  to  visit  both  churches 
on  the  circuit.  She  delivered  an  excellent 
address  and  organised  The  Woman’s  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Society  in  full  at  each  point. 
We  are  sure  that  Mrs.  Haddley’s  visit  to  this 
charge  will  be  a  great  help  to  the  pastor. 
Rev.  W.  B.  Rogers,  in  putting  over  the 
program  of  the  church.  The  am^aries,  to- 
getmr  with  the  pastor,  members,  and  friends, 
cordially  invite  Sister  R.  A.  Haddley  back 
again.  Sunday,  June  0,  was  Home-coming 
Day.  Sunday  school  at  9.80  A.  M.,  and  at 
11  A.  M.  the  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  W.  B.  Rogers.  At  8  P.  M.  the 
Junior  League  rendered  a  splendid  program. 
The  Rev.  D.  S.  Martin  was  the  speaker.  At 
4  P.  M.  ten  infants  were  baptised.  At  7.80 
the  Epworth  League  rendered  an  excellent 
program,  and  at  8.80  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Rogers 
preached  an  able  sermon.  Total  amount 
raised  for  pastor,  $24.40.  The  Rev.  Adams, 
of  Morgan  C^pd;  the  Rev.  White  and  the 
Rev.  Willis,  of  the  First  Baptist  C^rch, 
were  welcome  visitors. — Emma  M.  Tagger, 
Reporter. 

New  River,  Va. — New  Hope  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  under  the  leadership  of 
our  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Mitchell, 
and  his  faithM  wife,  is  progressing  in  every 
way.  Good  work  is  being  done  1^  the  aux¬ 
iliaries  of  the  church — tne  Sunday  school. 
League,  and  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society.  The 
Ladies’  Aid  basaar  which  was  held  May  24- 
27  brought  good  results.  They  were  very 
happy  over  the  sum  of  $60.  Our  third  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference  was  held  May  4,  with  Dr. 
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Davis,  district  superintendent,  present.  He 
was  very  much  pleased  with  the  reports.  ^ 
Sister  L.  E.  Saunders  surprised  the  Confer-  V 
ence  by  serving  ice  cream  and  cake.  Sun-  ’ 
day,  Mav  0,  was  a  high  day.  The  Rev.  Davis 
preached  two  great  sermons,  morning  and 
afternoon.  One  was  added  to  the  cnurch. 

At  the  close  of  the  morning’s  service  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Ladies’  Aid,  Mrs.  M.  Black,  pre¬ 
sented  the  pastor  a  beautiful  $7  hat  in  ap-  '  | 
preciation  of  his  service  to  the  society. 
Raised  for  all  purposes  for  the  day,  $48. 
Paid  pastor  for  the  quarter,  $170;  rais^  for 
all  purposes  this  quarter,  $800.  All  causes 
of  the  church  are  being  looked  after,  includ¬ 
ing  the  World  Service,  Morristown  College, 
and  other  causes.  Three  subscribers  were  1 
sent  in  for  the  Southwestern. — Mrs.  Mary  E.  j 
Williams,  Reporter.  | 


DeSoto,  Mo. — St.  John’s  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  is  quite  alive,  everybody  plav- 
ing  a  part.  The  Sunday  school,  under  the 
leadership  of  J.  W.  Johnson,  is  doing  wdl. 
The  beautiful  Children’s  Day  program  of  our 
church  was  rendered  by  the  Sunday  school, 
June  12,  to  the  delight  of  a  large  audience. 
Much  credit  is  to  be  given  to  Mrs.  Susie 
Seals,  Mrs.  L.  Smith,  li^s.  M.  Simpson,  and 
thb  Rev.  J.  R.  Gu^on,  who  engineered  the 
pageant.  The  Ladles’  Aid,  with  Sister  Da¬ 
vid,  president,  is  doing  good  work.  Our 
prayer  and  class  meetings  are  bad  weekly, 
with  good  attendance  and  much  interest. 
Sister  Mary  Thompson  heads  our  Epworth 
League,  with  a  lively  group  of  young  folks. 
Friday  evening,  June  17,  Miss  Susie  Seals 
and  Mrs.  Gertrude  Carter  gave  a  musical  and 
an  entertainment,  which  was  hig^y  enjoyed 
by  white  and  colored.  The  soloists  were  Mr. 
A.  Carter,  Mrs.  L.  Smith,  Miss  B.  Scott,  Mrs. 
H.  Zimmerman,  and  the  Rev.  John  R<  Guy¬ 
ton.  The  program  was  augmented  by  short 
plays,  duets,  and  recitations.  The  church 
is  making  ready  for  the  District  Ccmference 
in  August.  As  we  work  our  souls  are  being 
fed  by  the  grapel  messages  coming  from  our 
pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Guyton,  and  son,  the 
Rev.  J.  R.  Guyton,  of  Gammon,  who  is  here 
for  the  summer.  He  is  assisting  Bro.  J.  W. 
Jcrfmson  with  the  Scout  Troop  No.  0  of  our 
church.  They  anticipate  public  programs, 
hikes,  and  over-night  camps  this  summer. — 
Reporter. 


I 


District  Activities 


Qi^ct  Rounds 

ROME  DISTRICT 

Third  Round — Douglasvllle,  July  9,  10; 
Carrollton,  16,  17;  CMartown,  16,  17;  Co- 
butta,  28,  24;  Summerville,  80,  81;  South 
Rome,  80,  81;  Cartersville,  August  0,  9; 
Rome,  First  Church,  14,  10;  Bremen,  18,  14; 
AdalrsviUe,  20,  21;  Franldto,  20,  21. 

Dear  Brethren:  This  brin^  ns  up  to  the 
District  Conference,  which  will  convene  at 
Palmetto,  Ga.,  August  24-28,  at  Harris 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Confer¬ 
ence  opens  at  10  A.  M.  Let  all  delegates 
be  present  the  first  day,  on  time.  We  ask 
that  pastors  come  prepared  to  pity  L.  B., 
Episcopal  Fund|  area  expenses,  and  Confer¬ 
ence  claims.  Half  of  the  year  is  gone.  Yon 
have  done  well  so  far,  and  I  espeaally  thank 
you  for  your  loyal  support  on  Easter.  But 
remember,  we  haven’t  reached  the  top.  Let 
us  look  forward  to  the  winning  of  souls  for 
Christ,  building  and  improving  our  church 
property,  and  getting  up  evtyy  dollar  of 
your  benevolence  money.  Let  us  work  and 
pray  that  the  presence  of  the  Master  may 
accompany  us  as  we  work,  and  trust  in  Him. 
Collect  your  money  an4  send  it  to  the  proper 
boards.  The  Annual  Conference  will  convene 
at  McDonough,  Ga.,  December  14-18.  Re¬ 
member  the  Southwestern  always. — R.  T. 
Jackson,  District  Superintendent. 

SEDALIA  DISTRICT 

Second  Roniwf— Warrenshurg,  July  9,  10; 
Dresden,  11;  Georgetown  (B.  M.  Madden), 
17;  Sweet  Springs  sad  Sen  Pond,  16,  17; 
Houstonia,  1$;  Vers^es,  22;  Ottervllle,  28, 
24;  Winder,  80,  81;  Clinton,  August  6,  7; 


Osceola,  8;  Ajqileton  City,  9;  Butler,  18,  14; 
HarrisonvUle,  21;  Joplin,^  29;  District  Con¬ 
ference,  Carnage,  81  to  Simtember  4;  Car¬ 
thage,  4;  Newtonia,  7;  NeosM,  8;  Greenfield, 
10, 11;  I^anon,  18;  B^oUa,  14;  Marshfidd,  10; 
Springfield,  18,  19;  Smltbton,  22;  Sedalia,  20, 
26;  ^obnoster,  M;  Chilhowee,  29;  Holden, 
80. 

Brethren:  This  should  be  a  year  for  the 
saving  of  souls.  Plan  now  for  a  spiritual 
church.  See  that  your  sermons  are  spiritual 
and  uplifting.  A  spiritual  congregation  will 
put  the  program  over.  Prepare  to  take  care 
of  every  claim.  No  one  is  responsible  for 
your  failure  but  yourself.  Be  able  to  re¬ 
port  a  fun  year’s  work  finished  at  the  session 
of  the  District  Conference.  See  to  it  that 
every  offlcial  of  your  church  reads  the  South¬ 
western.  Plan  now  to  bring  five  subscribers 
to  the  District  Conference. — E.  L.  McAl¬ 
lister,  District  Superintendent. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

BROWNFIELD,  MISS. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
at  Brooks  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  May  28,  1927,  with  our  most  efficient 
district  superintendent  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Cole, 
presiding.  The  pastor.  Rev.  B.  S.  Pegues, 
read  the  Scripture  lesson,  after  which  the 
Rev.  Cole  preached  an  able  sermon  to  the  de¬ 
light  of  aU  from  Matt.  26.  89.  The  ladies 
spared  no  pains  in  making  all  feel  at  home 
by  spreading  a  ddicious  dinner  before  those 
present.  After  dinner  the  Coikfarence  was 
again  called  to  order.  The  superintendent 
made  some  timely  remarks.  Owing  to  the 
inclement  weather,  there  were  only  a  few  offi¬ 
cers  present  with  written  reports.  Those  few 
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Epworth  League  Institute 
Dates 

1927  SEASON 

July  11-17 — Golfslde  IntUtate,  Miuitsippl 
Conference,  Waveland,  MIm. 

July  11-17 — ^Lezlntrton  Conference  InsUtute, 
Ninth  Street  Chnrdi,  Corlnrton,  Ky. 

July  18-24 — San  Antonio  Diatnct  Innltute, 
West  Texas  Conference,  San  Antonio, 
Texas.  >  . 

July  18-24 — Rust  College,  Upper  Mississippi 
Conference,  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

July  26-81— Austin  District,  West  Texas 
Conference,  Luling,  Texas. 

July  26-81 — Little  Row  Conference  Institute, 
Philander  Smith  College,  Little  Ro<^ 
Ark. 

Aug.  1-7 — Blnefleld  District,  East  Tennessee 
Conference,  Blnefleld,  _W.  Va. 

Aug.  8-14— Morgan  Collie,  Washington  and' 
Delaware  Conferences,  Morgan  College, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Aug.  1-7 — ^Waco  District,  West  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  Rocky  Crossing  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Groeshec^  Texas. 

Aug.  16-21 — Chicago  District,  Lexington 

Conference,  Gary,  Ind. 

Aug.  16-21 — ^D^as  District,  West  Texas 
Conference,  Waxahachie,  Texas. 

Aug.  22-28 — Atlanta,  Clark  University,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga. 

Aug.  22-28— Tennessee  Conference,  Walden 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


were  very  encouraging  to  the  superintendent. 
Since  Dr.  Cole’s  visit  to  us,  we  feel  much 
encouraged  to  go  forward  and  plan  to  do 
big  things  with  God  as  our  Helper  and 
Leader. — Mrs.  Emma  L.  Harper,  Reporter. 

CUERO,  TEXAS 

We  are  pleased  to  say  that  Sunday,  June 
19,  was  a  high  day  at  Brothers  Chapel.  The 
spirit  ran  high.  The  Rev.  W.  M.  Ellison, 
district  superintendent,  held  our  third  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference.  Under  the  prevailing  con¬ 
ditions,  we  had  a  splendid  quarter.  The  Rev. 
Ellison  preached  two  noble  sermons.  Every 
I  class  leader  seemed  to  have  done  his  best  to 
make  this  quarter  a  success. — Evangelin 
Mathis,  Reporter. 

EAST  CALVERT,  TEXAS 

East  Calvert  Circuit;  Our  third  Quarterly 
Conference  was  held  at  Morrow  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  with  the  Rev.  W.  R. 
Robertson,  the  district  superintendent,  pres¬ 
ent.  Most  of  the  officers  were  present  with 
good  reports.  Raised  during  the  Quarterly 
Conference,  $28.  The  superintendent 
preached  two  able  sermons,  which  were  en¬ 
joyed  by  all.  Sixty-eight  persons  partook  of 
the  communion. — Rev.  S.  M.  Adams,  Pastor; 
Josephine  Gray,  Reporter. 

HAWTHORNE,  FLA. 

On  the  third  Sunday  in  May,  our  second 
Quarterly  Conference  was  held  at  New  Hope 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  our  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  at  his  post,  preaching 
for  us  at  eleven  o’clock.  The  Rev.  Welch  is 
a  deep  thinker  and  a  hard  worker,  and  one 
that  brinn  things  to  pass.  The  pastor.  Rev. 
J.  W.  Robinson,  was  ^so  with  us  to  engineer 
things.  He  is  an  untiring  leader,  and  ac¬ 
complishes  his  aims  with  the  assistance  of 
his  faithful  and  loyal  members.  We  had  with 
us  on  Sunday,  at  7  P.  M.,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Lee, 
pastor  at  Lake  J efford  and  Interlachen  circuit. 
He  spoke  on  the  subject,  “Confidence.”  The 
Ladies’  Aid  board  is  doing  good  work  under 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth  Walker,  who 
always  brings  up  the  total  when  the  brothers 
fail.  We  admire  her  very  much,  and  pray 
for  her  a  long  and  useful  life.  The  total 
amount  raised  during  the  Conference  was 
$29.60,  paying  up  the  superintendent  in  full. 
Our  aims  are  to  go  over  the  top  with  World 
Service  claims. — S.  D.  Stitt,  Reporter. 

LEESBURG,  TENN. 

The  Rev.  P.  N.  Collier,  pur  district  super¬ 
intendent,  held  his  third  ^arterly  Conference 
here.  May  21.  All  officers  were  present,  and 
^e  paid  him  $30.  The  business  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  was  conducted  in  a  splendid  manner.. 


We  also  had  the  Rev.  Gray  with  ns  on  Sun¬ 
day,  and  he  delivered  a  soul-stlrrlng  sermon. 
Sunday  night.  May  22,  a  lai’ge  congregation 
was  present  to  hear  the  wonderful  sermon 

Ereacljed  by  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  M. 

[olden.  Six  dollars  were  raised  for  the  pas¬ 
tor.  The  Ladies’  Aid  and  their  many  friends 
are  beautifying  the  church,  and  hope  to  do 
more  In  the  futare. — Reporter. 

LEXINGTON,  MO. 

The  flrst  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  St.  John  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  May 
14  and  16,  by  the  Rev.  E,  W.  Hannah,  district 
superintendent.  The  church  had  been  re¬ 
paired  on  the  inside,  and  the  auditorium 
made  a  striking  and  pleasing  appearance, 
which  was  highlv  complimented  by  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintenaent.  The  membership  was 
bigl^  pleased  to  have  its  pastor,  the  Rev. 
H.  T.  Reeves,  returned  for  the  third  c<m- 
secutive  year.  All  things  point  toward  a 
most  successful  year.  The  new  method  in¬ 
stituted  by  the  Rev.  Hannah  of  administer¬ 
ing  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  quite  an  ovation, 
which  not  only  the  membership  admired,  but 
met  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  entire 
community.- H.  G.  Robinson,  Secretary. 

MEXIA,  TEXAS 

The  Rev.  W.  R.  Robinson,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  held  his  third  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  with  the  East  Mexia  circuit.  The  busi¬ 
ness  session  was  nicely  attended,  with  splen¬ 
did  reports  from  the  officers.  Sunday  was  a 
high  day.  The  superintendent  took  for  his 
text,  “The  bush  was  not  consumed.”  He  was 
at  his  best.  Two  joined  the  church;  sixty- 
flve  partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  was  paid  $a6. — Rev.  C. 
H.  Hill,  Pastor;  Alice  Hill,  Reporter. 

WEST  POINT,  GA. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Whitesville  charge  was  held  at  Piney  Grove 
church,  June  11  and  12,  with  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Maddux,  district  superintendent,  presiding. 
A  number  of  the  officers  were  present  with 
splendid  reports.  Paid  pastor  this  quarter, 
$120.30;  paid  superintendent,  $30.60.  On 
Sunday,  the  Rev.  Maddux  preached  an  inspir¬ 
ing  sermon  on  “The  Power  of  Prayer.”  All 
who  heard  him  were  much  inspired.  The 
work  is  moving  on  nicely  under  this  good 
pastor. — Claud  Zackery,  Reporter. 

District  Conferences  and 
•Conventions 

WAYNESBORO,  GA. 

The  thirty-flfth  session  of  the  Sunday 
School  and  Epworth  League  Convention  of 
the  Waynesboro  District,  Savannah  Confer¬ 
ence,  convened  at  St.  Mary’s  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Brooklet,  Ga.,  May  26-29,  1927, 
the  Rev.  J.  S.  Stripling  presiding.  The  in¬ 
troductory  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev. 
J.  B.  Simpkins.  He  left  with  us  an  inspiring 
message.  Friday  morning  the  devotion  was 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Stripling.  The 
convention  was  then  organized,  with  Miss 
Willie  M.  Hendrix,  secretary;  Miss  Odessa 
Maultsby,  assistant.  The  following  persons 
were  elected  reporters  to  the  press:  Rev.  R. 
L.  Nunnally,  Bullock  County  Times;  Rev. 
E.  D.  Giddens,  Savannah  papers;  Rev. 
W.  M.  Melton,  Augusta  papers;  Miss  P.  J. 
Bell,  The  Herald;  Rev.  W.  A.  Holmes,  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate;  Rev.  J.  T. 
Roberson,  the  Sylvania  Telephone.  There 
were  excellent  remarks  made  relative  to 
“The  Education  of  Youth,”  by  the  Revs.  P. 
R.  Dubose,  W.  M.  Melton,  and  others.  We 
had  welcome  addresses  from  three  churches, 
viz.;  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Brooklet,  Ga.,  by 
Miss  Rebecca  Smith;  from  the  white  Baptist 
Church,  Brooklet,  by  the  Rev.  T.  P.  Sieben- 
mann,  D.D. ;  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Dell.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  visitors  were  introduced  to  the  Confer^ 
ence;  Mr.  Pitts,  principal  of  the'  white  high 
school.  Brooklet ;  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Dell,  pastor 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South;  the  Rev. 
T.  P.  Siebenmann;  Mrs.  Dudley,  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  High  School,  Sandersville,  Ga.;  Mrs. 
J.  P.  Bryant,  county  supervisor,  Bullock 
County;  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Burns;  Dr.  Van 


Buren,  of  Statesboro,  Ga.;  Mr.  W.  P.  Holmes, 
embalmer,  Statesboro,  Ga.  Severid  buplring 
messages  were  delivered  by  these  vUting 
friends.  A  donation  of  $8M  was  given  to 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Bryant  for  the  Rosenwala  School 
at  Brooklet,  Ga. 

Sunday  was  a  high  day  with  us.  We  had 
a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Melton,  of 
Augusta,  Ga.,  at  11  A.  M.  The  Rev.  A:  W. 
Reeves,  of  Hlltonia,  Ga.,  preached  at  '8.80 
o’clock,  and  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Dixon,  of  Pu¬ 
laski,  Ga.,  at  8A0  P.  M.  Each  one  left  ns 
with  a  great  message.  We  wish  to  thank  Miss 
Holmes,  chorister,  and  the  choir  for  the 
beautiful  music  rendered  throughout  the  con¬ 
vention.  This  convention  marked  history,  as 
it  was  one  of  the  best  we  have  had. — Re¬ 
porter. 

WELLSVILLE,  MO. 

The  Pastors’  and  District  Stewards’  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Hannibal  District,  C<mtral  Mis¬ 
souri  Conference,  convened  in  Williamsburg, 
Mo.,  June  8,  1927,  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Webster 
presiding.  Devotional  services  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Smith,  our  pastor 
at  Troy,  Mo.  J.  W.  Terrell  was  eiectra  sec¬ 
retary.  At  11.80  A.  M.  the  pastors  and  dis¬ 
trict  stewards  assembled;  those  absent  were 
represented  by  letters.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Grady, 
our  pastor  of  Tmesdale  charge,  preached  a 
strong  sermon.  Dinner  was  served  on  the 
grounds,  and  the  members  bad  the  church 
nicely  flxed  for  this  meeting,  benches  stained 
and  the  pulpit  carpeted.  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  was  held  on  Saturdav.  The  district 
superintendent  was  at  his  best  on  Sunday, 
preaching  two  strong  sermons  at  the  morn¬ 
ing  and  afternoon  services.  The  ladies  of  the 
church  served  dinner  on  the  lawn  for  the 
public.  Visitors  came  from  Fulton,  Mexico, 
Montgomery,  and  Reedsville.  More  than  100 
took  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Johnson’s  Chapel 
has  the  best  congregation  In  this  community. 
Collection,  $86.66.  One"  subscription  was 
taken  for  the  Southwestern.  We  left  after 
the  evening  service  for  Wellsville,  the  head 
of  the  work.  The  district  superintendent 
preached  another  strong  sermon  and  admin¬ 
istered  the  Lord’s  Supper' to  twenty  persons. 
Collection,  $11.81;  grand  total,  $46.97.  This 
charge  is  growing.  We  paid  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  In  full,  $26.  This  Pastors’  and 
Stewards’  Council  meeting  has  inspired  this 
people  to  greater  things,  ^ose  present  were 
highly  pleased  with  the  entertainment  during 
the  council.  Everything  was  fixed  for  a  suc¬ 
cessful  drive  for  this  Conference  year.  Watch 
the  Hannibal  District. — J.  W.  Terrell,  Sec¬ 
retary  and  Pastor. 

Obituaries 

LUSTER — Jesse  L.  Luster  was  bom  in 
White  County,  Tenn.,  November  22,  1921,  and 
departed  this  life  May  11,  1927,  aged  five 
years  and  seven  montM  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  passing, 
mother,  grandmothers,  and  five  uncles.  It 
is  our  loss,  but  heaven’s  gain. — Reporter. 

WEBB — ^Brother  George  W.  Webb  departed 
this  life  May  14,  1927,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  He  was  born  at  Rockport,  Ind., 
in  1849.  He  became  a  member  of  Asbury 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Cloverport, 
Ky.,  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  and  served 
as  an  officer  of  the  church  for  many  years. 
He  was  trustee  and  class  leader  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  and  was  faithful  to  his 
duties.  During  his  illness  he  was  a  patient 
sufferer,  and  said  he  was  readv  and  willing 
to  go.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  departure 
one  daughter,  one  son,  four  granddaughters, 
and  a  host  of  other  relatives  and  friends.  The 
funeral  was  preached  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev. 
A.  L.  Hook,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Smith,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Baptist  Church. — Reporter. 

Card  of  Thanks 

We  take  this  method  of  expressing  our 
heartfelt  thanks  and  profound  gratitude  to 
the  good  members  and  friends  of  Mallalieu 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
what  they  call  a  storm  which  struck  the 
church,  leaving  100  pounds  of  choice  gro¬ 
ceries.  This  was  led  by  Mrs.  B.  Hayes  and 
D.  Woods,  followed  by  Bob  Hayes,  B.  Win¬ 
ters,  L.  Eiland,  J.  Standford,  L.  Williams, 
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M.  C.  Baakle,  F.  Stanford,  J.  Whit^ 

CaaiSe  Mae  and  Eaaaie  Seals,  A.  McNeal,  R. 

B.  McCain,  M.  Landers,  P.  Hard,  J.  Wil¬ 
liams,  J.  Ship,  L.  Griffin,  F.  Jones,  R.  Ship, 

C.  Brooks,  L.  Thrash,  V.  West,  R.  Williams, 
M.  Brown,  A.  West,  L.  Sanders,  M.  Taylor, 
M.  Honter,  C.  'BH^rs,  J.  Biland,  M. 
Follilove,  Mrs.  Terry,  and  E.  P.  W(^.  We 
fed  that  we  owe  to  these  good  people  a  debt 
of  gratitnde  that  we  can  never  repay  for 
their  hospitality.  Dear  children,  come  ajfain. 
— ^D.  D.  Shdly  and  wife,  Roleville,  Miss. 


Morristown  Normal  and  Industrial  College 

*<A  SCHOOL  OF  CHARACTER” 

Co-Educational.  Fully  Accredited  High  School.  Normal  and  Junior  Col¬ 
lege.  Strong  Faculty.  Modem  Equipped  Dormitories,  Adininistration 
Building  and  New  Gymnasium.  Large  Athletic  Field.  Manual  Train¬ 
ing,  Domestic  Arts;  VocaK  Violin  and  Instrumental  Music.  Teacher 
Training,  State  Certificates  and  Placement  Bureau.  Expenses  Moderate. 
Ideally  Located.  Fall  Term  begins  September  20, 1927.  Send  for  Catalog. 

JUDSON  S.  HILL,  D.D^  IVesideirt  Morristown,  Tennessee 


Crescent  City  Note 

The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  of 
the  New  Orleans  District  wUl  meet  on  July 
27  instead  of  July  18,  at  Trinity  Methodist 
Episcopal  Cfaarc^  Valence  and  Chestnut 
Streets.— rMrs.  L.  D.  Walker,  Dist  Pres. 


DICKS 

ANTISEPTIC 


Marriages 


BARNUM— QUIMMS.  A  qaiet  and  beanti- 
fal  wedding  took  place  in  the  Methodist  par¬ 
sonage  at  Natchitoches,  La.,  May  20,  1927, 
when  Mr.  Leslie  Bainam  and  Miss  Georgie 
Quimms  were  joined  together  in  holv  matri¬ 
mony.  Both  are  residents  of  Natcnitoches. 

The  Rev.  Cbos.  Anderson  officiated. — Re¬ 
porter, 

CLAY— GATEWOOD.  On  May  28,  1927, 

Mr.  Roy  Clay  was  married  to  Miss  Brooksy 
M..  Gatewood  at  H(dly  Springs,  Miss.  They 
left  on  the  afternoon  train  for  Chicago,  HI., 
where  they  will  make  their  home.— Oeorge 
Reid,  Reporter. 

Woman’s  Column  mM:*  gX^ 

Pari,,  rs»«.-Report  of  Lexington  Con-  C.  E.  Luc^s,  district  presldmt  of  The  Wom- 
ference  Woman’s  FoVeign  Misston^  Society  f"  ®  Foreign  Missionary  S<^ety,  presided  on 
for  quarter  ending  Juie  15,  1927:  Chicago  She  read  her  an^l  report, 

District,  $126.27,  Columbus  DUtrict,  $81.17,  ^  inspiration.  Officers  for 

HawesvlUe  District,  $6,  Indianapolis  Dls-  Mlowat 

trlct,  $69.60,  Lexington  Distri^  $87.42,  Smith,  district  president,  Mrs.  L. 

Louisville  District, .$16,  total,  $823.46.  Ban-  Nicholson,  vice-^idrat ,  Mrs.  H.  G. 
ner  district,  Qiicago,  second  honor,  Colnm-  Hendr^  secretary,  Mrs.  Lena  Bl^o<^  cor- 
bus;  third  place,  iBdlanapolis.  Baniier  aux-  responding  s^retary,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Lucius, 
illary,  Detroit,  Scott,  $68.27,  second  honor,  treasurer ;  W^e  M.  Huff,  mite-box  secre- 
St.  Mark,  $59,  third  place,  Simpson,  $88!  tary,  L.  G.  Coleman,  young  prople’s  secre- 
Dear  Sisters:  We  need  that  each  auxiliary  ‘“'y*  junior  woric,  Clara  Hames, 

send  in  an  increase  in  September  so  as  to  thank-offering ;  ^ttie  Evans,  Lenten  secre- 
raise  our  pledge.— Mrs.  C.  5.  C.  Mebane,  184  ‘‘jy  *  Mc^rt^  education.  Forei^ 

W.  8th  Street,  Paris,  Kentucky,  Conference  mission  officers:  Mrs.  C.  B.  Lucius,  prraident. 
Treasurer.  Sarah  Carmichael,  vice-president;  L  G.  Cole¬ 

man,  recording  secretary ,  D.  A.  Huston,  cor- 

Winona,  Mitt. — The  Ladies’  Aid  Society  responding  secretary,  M.  V.  Hail,  treasurer; 
of  Haven  Memorial  is  tiring  to  do  its  bit  in  Mrs.  H.  War^  mite-box  secretary.  The  con- 
pushing  (forward  the  work  of  the  church,  and  vention  goes  to  Ellisville,  Miss.  Much  praise 
is  especially  interested  in  keeping  the  pastor  must  be  given  the  Rev.  Mills  and  his  good 
and  wife  smiling.  On  Thursday  night,  June  people  for  the  way  they  entertained  the  con- 
%  a  surprise  pantry  party  was  nven  for  them,  vention,  especially  Mrs.  Lockett,  who  con- 
led  by  Mesdames  H.  E.  Smith,  A.  G.  Gris-  ducted  the  pageant. — Lena  Blalock,  Reporter. 
8om.  The  supplies  given  by  the  members  and 

friends  were  concealed  on  shelves  and  other  ^  •  I  ,  • 

places  until  a  short  program  was  rendered.  I^P6C1&1  0X1065 

The  lights  were  turned  off,  and  when  they 

were  turned  on  again,  •  the  surprise  to  the  The  address  of  Bev.  I*  C.  Dakins  hw  been 
pastor  was  revealed.  Tbe  sbelvra  were  laden  Knobnoster,  Mo.,  to  Poplar 

with  food  supplies  and  household  necessities,  BiO“t  Mo. 

and  by  them  sat  a  coop  of  chickens  and  food  The  Lake  City  District  Sunday-school  and 
for  the  same.  This  is  only  a  small  indication  Epworth  League  Convention  convenes  at 
of  how  much  we  appreciate  the  service  they  South  Fernandlna,  Fla.,  July  28-81,  1927. 
are  rendering  among  us.  Reporter.  announce  that  Mrs.  P.  Leban, 

Buterpri,,,  MU,. — ^Tbe  District  Convention  wiffc  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Leban,  is  confined 
of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  in  the  Charity  Hospital,  where  she  has  been 
of  tbe  Hattiesburg  District  convenra  at  En-  for  two  months,  having  undergeme  4n  oper- 
terprise.  May  26-Sffi.  Mrs.  E.  L.  Smith,  presi-  atibn.  She  has  been  seriously  ill,  but  is  now 
<le“t,  presided.  The  service  began  promptly  improving  nicely.  The  family  desires  the 
at  9A0  with  Mrs.  L. .  E.  Nicholson  conduct-  prayers  of  friends  for  her  early  and  complete 
ing  tbe  devotions.  District  Superintendent  recovery. — Rev.  P.  Leban,  Pastor  St.  Luke 
W.  H.  Smith  was  present  with  us.  We  wel-  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Bayou  Goula, 
come  him  at  all  times.  He  administered  the  La. 

communion  at  11  A.  M.  Bible  lecture  was  t  •  • 

given  by  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Webb.  Tbe  evening  lllQllinCS 

sessiem  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  T.  A.  Carter  t  ,  u  ^  l  > 

and  Mrs.  Pearlie  McRee.  The  report  of  Mrs.  ^  ^  a  'r. 

E.  L.  Smith  was  full  of  inspiration  and  in-  |«*t  heard  of  in  Hail  ^un^.  Ala- 

formation  to  the  enure  district.  Several  ad-  21/ 

dresses  were  mode  pertaining  to  the  work  of  Garland,  Box  214,  Sealy,  Texas. 

The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  and  I  desire  to  inquire  for  Taylor  S.  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  W  Mrs.  L.  G.  Charley  Sumner,  last  heard  of  twenty-five 
Ckdeman  and  others.  At  7.46  P.  M.  welcome  years  ago  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Their 
address  was  given  by  Mrs.  Irene  Tool;  re  father’s  name  is  Alfred  Sumner;  and  mother, 

3>onse  by  Mrs.  Lena  Blalock.  The  conven-  Amanda  Sumner.  Taylor  and  Charley  moved 
on  xame  to  a  close  with  a  missionary  pag-  from  Columbus,  Texas.  Any  information  will 
eant  rendered  by  Queen  Esther  girls,  whidi  be  appreciated  by  Jack  Glover,  Altair,  Texas. 
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The  United  States  and 
Peace  Currents 

Three  Power ,  Disarmament  Conference 
By  Harry  E.  Woolever 

Editor  of  Tho  NiUional  MothodUt  Proto 


IMMEDIATELY  foUowlnr  the  World  War 
tiie  people  of  the  United  States,  shocked 
by  the  waste  and  slaag^hter  which  war 
brings  upon  the  world,  were  keenly  active  in 
their  efforts  to  bring  about  universal  peace. 
As  we  move  away  from  the  date  of  tne  ar¬ 
mistice,  the  expression  of  pid>lic  opinion 
against  war  decreases.  Society  soon  forgets 
its  tragedies,  but  no  parent  forgets  the  cost 
of  war  if  on  some  field  of  conflict  a  son  was 
given.  Since  that  day  ten  years  ago  when 
the  fighting  ceased  in  northern  France,  7,000,- 
000  boys  who  were  then  lads  in  school  have 
arrived  at  the  age  when,  in  the  event  of  an¬ 
other  war,  they  would  be  called  upon  to  face 
the  cannon  and  breathe  the  fatal  gas  which 
the  forces  of  war  have  devised  to  destroy 
human  beings.  We  are  also  reminded  that 
girls  from  the  American  firesides  would  be 
engaged  in  the  next  war  as  thev  have  never 
bera  before.  The  homes  of  these  and  all 
homes  from  which  young  life  may  be  available 
for  future  martial  conflicts  should  raise  an 
undeniable  protest  against  war  and  in  be¬ 
half  of  international  peace. 

SOME  HOPEFUL  WORLD  SIGNS 
The  Presidents  who  have  occupied  the 
White  House  since  the  World  War  tove  been 
active  promoters  of  peace  and  the  measures 
which  snould  assure  world  tranquillity.  They 
have  urged  our  adhesion  to  a  world  court  in 
which  international  differences  might  be 
peaceably  adjudicated.  They  have  called  for 
conference^  on  dlsarpiament,  hoping  to  pro¬ 
mote  peace  bv  reducing  the  means  of  war¬ 
fare.  In  public  speech  and  by  executive 
leadership  they  have  tried  to  inculcate  peace. 
The  success  of  their  efforts  to  this  end  has 
depended  upon  the  understanding  and  pub¬ 
lic  support  which  have  been  given  them.  The 
present  occupant  of  the  White  House  has  said 
that  a  President  can  go  forward  only  so  far 
as  the  people  will  go  with  him. 

The  Locarno  Treaty  gave  new  hope  to  the 
world,  especially  as  in  it  France  and  Germany 
agreed  to  seek  peaceful  means  of  adjusting 
their  relations.  Now  a  proposal  comes  from 
France  suggesting  an  agreement  between 
France  ana  the  United  States  by  which  they 
would  outlaw  war.  This  is  the  end  to  which 
strife  between  nations  or  between  individuals 
should  come.  Slavery  and  brigandage  have 
reached  that  end  among  civilised  peoples. 

On  the  tenth  anniversary  of  our  entry  into 
the  World  War  (April  6),  Foreign  Secretary 
Briand  sent  the  imllowing  message  to  the 
American  people:  “If  there  were  need  of  it 
between  the  two  great  democracies  (France 
and  the  United  States)  in  order  to  give  high 
testimony  of  their  desire  for  peace  and  to 
furnish  a  solemn  example  to  other  people, 
France  would  be  willing  to  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  America  mutually  outlawing 
war,  to  use  your  way  of  expressing  it.” 

The  State  Department,  in  commenting  upon 
this  unusual  statement,  said:  “The  renuncia¬ 
tion  of  war  as  an  instrument  of  national 
policy  is  a  conception  already  familiar  to  the 
signatories  of  the  League  covenant  and  the 
Locarno  treaties.  Any  engagement  sub- 
soribed  to  it  in  the  same  spirit  by  the  United 
States  with  another  nation,  such  as  France, 
should  greatly  contribute  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  to  enlarge  and  fortify  the  foundation 
on  which  the  international  policy  of  peace  is 
being  erected.  Thus  the  two  great  friendly 
nations,  equally  devoted  to  the  cause  of  peace, 
would  furnish  the  world  the  best  Illustration 
of  the  truth  that  the  condition  immediately 
to  be  obtained  is  not  disarmament  but  the 
practice  of  peace.” 

This  suggestion  of  outlawing  war  was  so 
entbnsiostit^y  followed  up  by  those  in  this 
country  who  nave  felt  there  is  a  need  for  the 
renunciation  of  war  as  an  instrument  of  in¬ 


ternational  ixfiicy,  that  actual  results  are  in 
proness.  Whereas  Mr.  Briand  may  not  have 
realised  the  outcome  when  he  uttered  these 
words,  the  press  took  it  up,  peace  advocates 
drew  up  suggestive  treaties,  and  public  opin¬ 
ion  was  so  favorable  to  it  that  now  actual 
negotiations  are  under  way. 

Our  Secretary  of  State  has  informed 
France  that  we  are  favorable  to  entering 
upon  dijdomatic  conversations  looking  toward 
a  treaty  to  outlaw  war.  Ambassador  Herrick 
brought  to  the  State  Department  from  the 
French  Government  a  suggestive  proposition 
to  this  end.  Here  is  given  one  of  the  fine 
results  of  the  assertion  of  public  opinion. 

PIONEERS  OF  AIR  PROMOTE  PEACE 

The  recent  flights  of  the  pioneers  of  the  air 
from  this  country  to  the  centers  of  Eurc^ean 
countries  have  huped  towards  promoting  the 
neighborhood  spirit  between  nations.  Peoples 
of  countries  once  months  apart  realise  that 
they  are  living  close  together  when  citlsens 
may  be  one  day  in  New  York  and  the  next 
in  Paris  or  Berlin.  When  America  was 
young,  relatives  living  a  hundred  miles  apart 
could  not  reach  each  other  so  quickly.  Times 
have  changed  and  old  customs  nave  been  done 
away  with,  and  so  should  physical  conflict 
between  nations. 

The  men  who  have  landed  out  of  the  air  on 
foreim  soil  have  aroused  the  imagination  of 
pecmies  and  helped  to  better  international 
understanding.  As  ex-Secretary  of  State 
Hughes  put  it  when  decorating  Col.  Lind¬ 
bergh:  “You  have  been  the  most  successful 
peace  messenger  we  have  sent  to  Europe. 
There  was  healing  in  your  wings.” 

Ambassador  Herrick,  on  his  recent  return 
to  this  land,  stated  while  speidcing  at  the 
City  Hall  in  New  York  that  he  considered 
it  “providential  that  the  Spirit  of  St.  Louis 
brought  that  rolendid  boy  out  of  the  sky  into 
Le  Bourget  Field  when  he  was  needed  in 
France.  “It  was  a  time,”  he  continued,  “when 
both  France  and  America  sorely  needed  a 
revival  of  that  ancient  friendship,  latent,  but 
never  dead.  It  was  at  this  moment  that  the 
Spirit  of  St.  Louis  came  out  of  the  sW  and 
gently,  gently  landed  on  French  soil.  It  was 
one  more  link  in  that  chain  of  mutual  re¬ 
spect  and  friendship  which  has  stood  the  test 
of  ages.” 

COMMERCIAL  CONVENTION  PRO¬ 
MOTES  PEACE 

The  World  Economic  Conference  but  re¬ 
cently  closed  its  sessions  held  at  Geneva, 
Swit^land.  This  important  conference,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  economic  interests  of  aU  tne 
principal  nations,  declared  it  was  concerned 
with  a  twofold  object,  prosperity  and  the 
peace  of  the  world.  In  its  findings,  this  group 
of  economists  and  manufacturers,  states  that 
“economic  conflicts  and  diverg^ence  of  eco¬ 
nomic  interests  are  perhaps  the  most  serious 
and  the  most  permanent  of  aU  the  dangers 
which  are  likely  to  threaten  the  peace  of  the 
world.  The  maintenance  of  world  peace  de¬ 
pends  largely  upon  the  prino^es  on  which 
the  economic  policies  of  nations  are  formed 
and  executed.  .  .  .  We  look  forward  to 
the  establishment  of  a  recognised  body  of 
principles  desimed  to  eliminate  the  economic 
difficulties  which  cause  friction  and  misunder¬ 
standing.” 

GENEVA  DIRARMAMENT  CONFER¬ 
ENCE 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has 
urged  a  program  of  general  disarmament  cm 
the  part  of  the  nations.  Some  respond  re¬ 
luctantly.  However,  at  the  present  time,  a 
conference  which  convened  on  June  20  in 
Geneva  is  working  on  further  naval  dis¬ 
armament.  The  hope  of  the  President  in  call¬ 
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ing  this  conference  in  which  England  and^ft 
Japan  joined  with  this  country,  is  to  bring  uH 
the  building  of  cruisers,  destroyers,  and  other 
small  craft  under  limitations.  Tl^  class  of 
vessels  was  not  Included  in  the  agreements 
made  at  the  world-stirring  and  epodi-making 
Washington  Limitation  of  Arms  Conference. 

At  this  juncture  in  the  present  Geneva 
gathering,  some  of  the  representatives  to  this 
conference  are  playing  for  national  advan¬ 
tages.  Eventually  a  working  ground  will  be 
found. 

The  President  has  made  clear  the  desire  of 
the  American  people  for  reduction  of  the 
naval  strength  of  these  three  now  in  confer¬ 
ence  at  Geneva.  They  are  the  greatest  naval 
powers  of  the  world.  The  advocates  of  large 
armies  and  navies  are  usinjg  all  the  force  of 
national  pride  and  of  ambition  to  outdass 
others,  in  defending  a  policy  of  building  to 
the  limit.  The  spirit  of  navy  men  of  each 
country  is  to  have  the  strongest  navy  in  the 
world.  This  means  competition  is  not  curbed. 
Hence  there  is  danger  that  no  real  and  ma¬ 
terial  reduction  wifi  be  made  in  this  con¬ 
ference,  unless  public  opinion  becomes  so  pro¬ 
nounced  that  results  cannot  be  withheld. 

All  in  all,  these  days  are  hopeful  for  a 
nfore  peaceable  world.  Statesmen  are  talking 
of  a  will  for  peace,  negotiations  are  afoot 
to  outlaw  war,  economists  talk  of  removing 
the  causes  of  war,  while  nations  consider  the 
reduction  of  the  means  of  war.  The  prayers 
of  many  are  now  given  the  promise  of  event¬ 
ual  fulnllment 

The  most  needed  and  the  most  potent  fac¬ 
tor  at  this  period  is  that  of  public  opinion 
expressed  in  pulpit,  press,  forum,  and  conver¬ 
sation.  The  desire  of  the  people  for  inter¬ 
national  amity  must  be  made  articulate  in 
order  to  effect  peace.  All  means  are  needed 
at  this  opportime  time  to  promote  the  will 
for  peace  and  to  build  into  the  life  and  policy 
of  nations  those  Christian  principles  which 
will  beat  swords  into  plowshares. 

Personal  and  General 

— Bishop  Edwin  Holt  Hughes,  of  Chicago, 
will  ordain  a  son,  Edwin  Holt  Hughes,  Jr., 
as  an  elder  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal^A 
Church,  Mansfield,  Mass.,  July  20.  The  Rev.^B 
Edwin  Holt  Hughes,  Jr.,  has  been  In  Eu¬ 
rope  for  about  a  year  studying  preaching 
methods  and  visiting  several  of  the  divinity 
schools  and  churches.  He  was  for  some  time 
in  army  work  in  France. 

— Miss  Julia  Alanae  M.  Pickens,  the  third 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  Pericles 
Pickens,  pastor  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Bradentown,  Fla.,  recently 
graduated  from  the  High  School  Department 
of  Bethune-Cookman  College,  Daytona  Beach, 

Fla.  She  won  the  second  prise  in  Bible  study. 

The  work  at  Bradentown  goes  on  in  fine 
shape.  This  congregation  will  entertain  the 
District  Conference,  Sunday  School,  and  Ep- 
worth  League  Convention,  July  20^24. 
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The  Superlative  South 


IF  THERE  is  any  geographical  section  of  the  nation 
which  likes  to  boast  of  its  superlative  virtues,  it  is 
those  communities  south  of  Mason  arid  Dixon’s  line, 
formerly  the  stronghold  of  the  slave-holding  bourgeoise. 
This  section  is  so  immaculately  virtuous  and  so  vertically 
upright  as  to  be  beyond  the  toleration  point  of  criticism, 
even  helpful  criticism,  from  any  quarters  beyond  the 
pale  of  Southern  manners  and  morals.  In  fact,  the  South¬ 
land  is  the  superlative  section  of  the  country. 

It  is  the  “most  American”  section  of  that  broad  ex¬ 
panse  of  territory  we  call  the  United  States  of  America. 
It  is  more  American  than  any  of  the  Americas — ^North, 
Central,  and  South  America.  It  is  so  American  that  it 
could  not  find  in  our  century-and-a-half-old  social  insti¬ 
tutions  an  adequate  channel  of  expression  of  its  spirit. 
Accordingly  the  South  hilariously,  and  with  fan-fiare  of 
trumpets,  labored  and  travailed  and  brought  forth  that 
new-old  agency  to  give  ample  expression  and  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  its  superlative  Americanism,  which  is  known  now 
throughout  the  world  as  “One  hundred  percentum,”  the 
most  violent  species*  of  Americanism. 

Of  course  the  features  of  this  brand  of  Americanism 
put  on  the  market  for  consumption  by  the  coming  gen¬ 
eration  of  the  American  populace  would  never  be  recog¬ 
nized  by  Jefferson  or  Lincoln  or  Beecher  or  Fred  Doug¬ 
las  or  General  Sherman  or  Roosevelt  or  Crispus  Attucks 
or  even  Woodrow  Wilson,  should  these  worthy  patriots 
arise  from  the  dead.  But  what  matters  that?  It  is  the 
simon-pure  Americanism  of  the  superlative  South  peo¬ 
pled  by  the  purest  Nordic  blood  that  ever  circulated  in 
the  veins  of  the  primitive  Aryan  progenitors  of  .the  group 
now  called  Nordic — the  superlative  fiowering  of  the  hu¬ 
man  family.  But  these  theorists  of  superlative  race 
purity  are  confronted  eternally  with  the  historic  ques¬ 
tion  of  their  ability  to  escape  the  pioneer-like  impact  made 
on  the  early  colonial  population  and  during  three  subse¬ 
quent  centuries  by  the  tide  that  swept  from  southern  and 
central  Europe  up  to  and  through  England  across  the 
Atlantic  into  New  England  and  Virginia;  and  the  other, 
by  no  means  negligible  tide  which  came  direct  through 
the  slave  trade  from  Africa  and  the  tropical  islands 
across  the  Atlantic  to  the  southeastern  littoral  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  As  these  tides  of  migration 
and  intermixture  have  come  in  from  the  North  and  the 
South,  respectively,  they  have  materially  modified  and 
qualified  the  claims  of  this  section  to  superlative  Amer¬ 
icanism,  as  ample  evidence  too  voluminous  to  codify  dis¬ 
closes  at  every  turn  of  the  road. 

The  Southland,  too,  is  superlatively  temperate.  The 
beginning  of  that  immediate  series  of  local  legislative 
acts  that  was  consummated  in  the  present  national  pro¬ 
hibition  law  is  credited  to  the  Southland.  And  this  sec¬ 
tion  believes  so  implicitly  in  the  virtues,  economic  and 
moral,  of  prohibition,  that  it  looks  with  holy  horror 
upon  the  prospective  candidacy  of  a  “wet”  Democrat 
for  the  presidency  of  the  United  States.  The  chief  oc¬ 
casion  for  its  violent  and  frantic  opposition  to  his  can¬ 


didacy  being  that  his  State  countenanced  a  proposition 
that  virtually  nullifies  the  prohibition  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  But  this  superlatively 
temperate  Southland  notoriously  sustains  its  political 
institutions  and  its  very  political  entity  within  the  na¬ 
tion  by  a  policy,  open  and  professed,  of  nullification  of 
tbe  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  and  Fifteenth  Amendments 
to  that  same  sacred  Constitution  by  fraud  and  violence 
of  the  most  pronounced  type — the.  most  conspicuous  c^se 
of  unethical  political  conduct  to  be  found  in  any  civilized 
section  of  the  world.  Already  this  superlatively  temper¬ 
ate  section  is  framing  more  subtle  and  evasive  laws  in 
order  to  nullify  the  recent  decision  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  making  possible  for  colored  citizens  of 
the  South  and  of  the  nation  to  exercise  the  franchise  in 
their  communities. 

A  distinct  monopoly  on  the  nation’s  chivalry  also  is 
possessed  by  the  South.  It  is  the  most  chivalrous  section, 
surpassing  that  glorified  chivalry  even  of  classic  tales 
and  times.  The  stolen  maidens  of  ancient  times  never 
were  able  to  boast  more  gallant  chivalric  defenders  than 
the  traditional  Southerner.  But  such  chivalry  draws  a 
line  of  demarcation  across  the  continent  of  womanhood, 
labeling  their  artificially  created  hemispheres  white  wom¬ 
anhood  and  colored  womanhood,  and  asserting  that  “col¬ 
ored  womanhood”  in  theory  is  not  the  proper  object  of 
chivalrous  defense,  while  in  practice  the  chivalrous  South¬ 
ern  knight  who  would  yield  his  life  in  defense  of  “white 
womanhood,”  has  lowered  the  moral  tone  of  his  section 
and  impaired  his  reputation  for  chivalrous  conduct  by 
his  dishonorable  attitude  and  action  in  violence  done 
“colored  womanhood.” 

And  though  a  matter  of  gravest  social  concern,  it 
nevertheless  becomes  pardonably  humorous  to  observe 
how  universally  it  has  become  the  fixed  custom  to  under¬ 
take  to  bolster  up  the  superlative  moral  character  of  the 
manhood  pf  the  section  by  manufacturing  rape  stories 
against  colored  men,  as  in  the  Coffeeville  (Kans.)  case, 
and  hundreds  of  other  cases  of  “wolf,”  “wolf”  that  have 
never  been  brought  to  the  light.  It  seems  that  this  sec¬ 
tion  hopes  to  mitigate  the  inevitable  consequences  of  its 
moral  perverseness  by  these  viciously  concocted  tales 
against  the  Negro.  When  will  the  ruling  element  of  the 
superlatively  chivalrous  Southland  learn  and  act  upon 
the  principle  of  meting  out  to  its  population  treatment 
characterized  by  elemental  honesty,  justice,  decency,  hu¬ 
maneness  ? 

Superlatively  religious,  the  South  is  the  defender  of 
orthodox  religion  in  these  modern  times.  This  section 
is  honeycombed  with  the  wisdom  and  passion  of  funda¬ 
mentalism.  In  the  religious  institutionalism  and  dogma 
of  the  Southland  are  to  be  found  the  authentic  oracles 
of  God — here  'is  the  fountainhead,  here  the  sources  of 
evangelical  faith.  The  most  dramatic  defense  of  the 
faith  since  Martin  Luther  climbed  the  steps  at  Witten- 
burg  or  stood  beneath  the  tiled  roof  at  the  Diet  of  Worms 
was  enacted  in  the  mountains  of  Tennessee,  the  superla- 
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tivdy  American  section  of  the  entire  South.  The  Su-  harmony  of  Christianity  with  race  bigotry,  race  su¬ 
preme  Courts  and  legislatures  of  the  superlative  South  premacy,  and  race  superiority. 

are  throwing  up  impassible  barriers  ■  athwart  the  else-  Finally,  the  superlative  South,  most  religious  section 
where  militant  march  of  the  true  scienti^c  spirit  which  of  the  nation,  is  also  the  most  murderous  of  people  whose 
the  still  superlatively  religious  Southland  is  tabooing  skins  are  colored.  So  seared  is  the  conscience  of  the  sec- 
with  might  and  main.  Her  chief  organization  and  in-  tion,  so  dulled  and  blunted  its  moral  stamina  as  to  have 
strument  of  her  superlative  Americanism  has  assumed  no  consideration  for  the  value  of  human  life,  the  sacred- 
the  role  of  defenders  of  the  faith.  This  hundred  per  cent  ness  of  human  personality  under  skins  darkly  pigmented. 
American  organization  is  opposing  itself  to  the  teaching  So  adamant  is  public  opinion  against  granting  to  Ne- 
of  the  most  highly  accredited  theory  of  science  concern-  groes  those  rights  that  normally  derive  to  personality 
ing  life  in  the  universe,  and  is  otherwise  determining  the  within  the  range  of  organized  society  that  even  the  sec- 
content  of  academic  curricula.  tion’s  clergymen,  legitimate  interpreters  of  the  highest 

But  because  of  its  gross  inconsistencies,  this  super-  concepts — the  spiritual — of  human  consciousness,  are  im- 
latively'  religious  section  is  finding  it  difficult  to  hold  the  potent,  if  not  courageless,  to  dissuade  the  section  from 
confidence  of  its  own  constituency  in  the  religious  integ-  persistence  in  its  murderous  mania  for  lynching  human 
rity  of  the  section.  Progressive  leaders,  many  of  them  beings  and  distributing  their  charred,  quivering  flesh  as 
in  the  churches,  see  and  decry  the  religious  inconsistencies  souvenirs  among  the  youth  of  tender  years,  both  lads  and 
of  the  South.  They  know  the  secret  of  the  impotence  maidens,  pillars  and  creators  of  the  future  civilization, 
of  the  Southern  brand  of  religion,  and  are  chagrined  The  South  is  superlative.  “To  protect  life,  Amer- 
thereby.  The  South’s  love  of  the  superlative  has  led  ican  marines,  at  the  point  of  machine  guns,  go  to  Nica- 
it  to  lose  the  vitality  of  genuine  religion  in  what,  to  the  raugua,  and  force  “rebels”  in  their  own  country  to  lay 
section,  is  more  desirable,  a  synthesis  of  colorphobia  with  down  their  arms.  “To  protect  life,”  American  gunboats 
its  concomitants — ^lily-white  politics,  lily-white  industry,  ply  Chinese  waters  some  thousands  of  miles  distant  from 
lily-white  churches,  and  lily-white  civilization.  That  home.  To  protect  thousands  of  American  citizens  of 
species  of  Christianity  that  does  not  validate  itself  in  color  within  a  day’s  journey,  within  shadow  of  the  na- 
terms  of  human  brotherhood,  the  high  pretentions  of  the  tion’s  capital,  not  a  machine  gun  is  employed ;  not  a  cor- 
South  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  we  regard  as  poral’s  guard  is  summoned;  not  a  committee  of  preach- 
inadequate,  specious,  incapable  of  commanding  our  alle-  ers  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  America  is  sufficiently 
giance,  even  our  respect.  indignant  even  righteously  to  head  up  a  moral  indigna- 

To  the  South,  loud  in  acclaiming  its  own  superlative  tion  band  of  crusaders  to  conserve  the  life  of  a  single 
greatness,  the  ethically-minded  observer  will  make  con-  Negro,  incidentally,  but  of  the  moral  integrity  of  the  na- 
cession  when  the  section  ceases  to  evince  the  genius  of  tion  essentially,  because  for  a  Negro  the  status  quo  of 

evasion  and  oblique  interpretation  of  the'  central  teach-;  race  relations  must  not  be  disturbed.  To  the  single 

ing  and  spirit  of  the  Christian  ethic  of  human  brother-  purpose  of  conserving  the  social  interest  of  the  doimnant 

hood;  when  the  South  ceases  to  prostitute  its  religious  group  the  nation’s  political  machinery  is  subordinated 

as  well  as  its  social,  industrial,  and  political  institutions  and  its  religious  organization  becomes  slavishly  and 
to  the  function  of  purveyors  and  conservators  of  the  pro-  shamelessly  subservient.  It  is  because  the  South  is  the 

vincial  policies  and  theories  of  ante-bellum  times;  when  superlative  factor  in  the  nation’s  program  of  racial  at- 

it  puts  an  end  to  that  impossible  philosophy  of  the  just  titudes  and  race  adjustment. 

The  Failing  Church 

A  N  INTERESTING  fact  is  revealed  in  a  study  of  the  church.  There  is  evidence  that  such  a  state  of  affairs 

religious  statistics  of  the  German  Church.  The  is  not  peculiar  to  Germany.  Religious  statictics  of  our 

*  ^^present  religious  population  comprises  40,000,000  own  country  reveal  a  kindred  situation  within  the  Amer- 
Protestants,  20,000,000  Catholics,  and  about  564,000  ican  church.  Our  total  church  communicants,  1926, 
Jews.  It  is  revealed  by  the  census  that  during  the  fifteen-  numbers  47,600,000  according  to  the  carefully  compiled 
year  period  from  1910  to  1926,  more  Germans  quit  the  Christian  Herald  census.  This  shows  an  increase  df  less 
churches  than  the  number  who  joined  them ;  that  is,  there  than  half  of  our  1926  increase.  And  the  bulk  of  this 
are  fewer  professors  of  religion  according  to  population,  increase  was  within  the  ranks  of  the  much  berated  Cath- 
The  percentage  of  the  population  professing  religion  olic  Church.  That  church,  with  16,000,000  members, 
has  dropped.  gained  140,267  in  1926. 

For  this  fact  two  explanations  are  given.  Increase  Notable  losses  •  were  sustained  by  the  Evangelical 
in  the  number  of  Freethinkers  is  astonishingly  large.  In  churches.  Undertaking  to  explain  these  losses.  Dr.  Car- 
Saxony,  during  the  single  year  of  1926,  these  increased  roll,  noted  authority,  observes:  “The  losses  of  the  Evan- 
from  4,000  to  272,000,  a  percentage  of  more  than  4,000.  gelical  churches  from  this  source  aye  real  and  extensive. 
The  other  cause  finds  its  expression  in  the  cities  where.  Scarcely  any  escape  the  cutting-off  process  as  conducted 
for  instance  especially  in  Berlin,  the  people,  Protestant  by  pastors,  sessions,  and  the  like.  One  strong  influence 
and  Catholic  alike,  renounce  church  affiliation  in  order  that  appears  to  govern  is  the  pressure  of  mounting  ap- 
to  escape  mandatory  payment  of  church  taxes.  In  portionments  for  missionary,  educational,  and  other  be- 
Berlin  the  number  of  such  persons  increased  during  1910-  nevolent  objects,  and  local  church  expenses.  It  costs 
1926  from  68,000  to  the  striking  total  of  363,000.  something  in  these  days  to  be  a  Christian,  and  absentees 

Both  progressive  liberal  thought  and  extra  financial  and  inactive  members  are  of  no  help  either  in  finance  or 
burdens  imposed,  however  properly,  in  promoting  the  in-  in  service.” 

terests  of  organized  church  life  in  Germany,  are  clearly  The'  pruning  process  referred  to  here  as  accounting 
and  seriously  determining  the  popular  attitude  toward  (Concluded  on  page  653) 
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Contributed  Editorial 


The  Art  of  Detecting'  Ability 

ONE  of  the  most  important  and  far-reaching  (even 
though  little  heralded)  services  which  a  bishop  or 
district  superintendent  can  render  to  the  Church 
is  forcibly  pictured  in  this  sentence  written  by  Alvin 
Johnson,  one  of  the  editors  of  The  New  Republic:  “To 
detect  ability  unerringly,  to  detect  it,  not  in  those  whose 
reputations  have  been  achieved  and  whose  energies  are  ex¬ 
hausted,  but  in  those  who  are  still  v/nknown,  and  stUl  full 
of  creative  force;  that  of  itself  implies  ability  of  the  high¬ 
est  order,  not  specialized,  perhaps,  nor  capable  of  giving 
a  definite  measurement  of  itself  to  the  outside  public,  but 
the  more  vital  for  that.”  This  sort  of  activity  rarely 
brings  rounds  of  applause  from  any  grandstand.  It  is 
frequently  not  even  noticed  by  those  who  profit  most 
from  its  exercise.  It  involves  on  the  part  of  the  one  who 
performs  it  no  little  courage,  judgment  and  venturesome 
faith. 

It  is  easy  enough  to  heap  places  and  honors  on  a  man 
who  already  has  them  coming  in  his  direction.  It  involves 
no  discernment  or  exercise  of  independent  thinking  to  fol¬ 
low  the  crowd.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  one  of  the  very 
great  weaknesses  of  the  Church  today  clings  to  it.  For 
one  of  the  real  weaknesses  of  the  Church  is  a  lack  of  knowl¬ 
edge  of  its  available  resources  in  personnel.  It  is  an 
extremely  common  thing  to  find  the  attention  of  churches 
looking  for  pastors  focused  on  a  few  men  of  acquired 
reputation  and  passing  over  just  the  type  of  men  men- 
^tioned  by  Mr.  Johnson,  men  who  are  full  of  creative  force 
but  who  are  still  largely  unknown.  It  is  possible,  for 
instance,  to  find  a  district  superintendent  whose  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  men  of  his  own  district  is  limited  to  a 
few  men  who  are  rather  close  friends  or  whose  reputation 
is  so  obvious  as  to  be  inescapable  of  notice.  These  men 
he  recommends  over -and  over  again.  A  minister  recently 
said  of  the  bishop  of  his  area,  “He  cannot  pick  men  until 
they  have  arrived.”  Should  such  a  comment  be  true,  it 
would  reveal  a  fatal  weakness.  The  same  process  is  gone 
through  by  churches  seeking  pastors  in  an  unimaginative 
way.  They  go  the  rounds  of  a  very  limited  and  familiar 
circle.  The  same  is  true  of  trustees  seeking  executives 
for  institutions.  On  every  hand  there  is  need  of  the  high 
faculty  of  detecting  ability  outside  the  routine  circle  of 
very  familiar  names. 

The  Church  has  suffered  much  from  the  fact  that  men 
who  have  finally  arrived  at  places  of  larger  influence  after 
fifty  or  even  sixty  years  of  age,  might  have  just  as  well 
arrived  there  at  thirty-five  if  some  official  had  had  the  eyes 
to  discover  them  and  the  faith  to  back  them.  Thus  the 
Church  would  have  gained  by  priceless  years  of  large 
service. 

Alvin  J ohnson  calls  this  “ability  of  the  highest  order.” 
We  can  stand  more  of  it. 

DePauw  University  Once  More 

IN  the  J une  2  issue  of  the  Advocate  it  was  announced 
on  this  page  that  the  faculty  of  DePauw  University 
had  voted  to  make  military  drill  optional  instead  of 
compulsory.  This  announcement  was  based  on  a  personal 
letter  written  by  President  L.  H.  Muelin.  Inasmuch  as 
the  final  authority  on  such  matters  is  the  faculty,  the  an¬ 
nouncement  was  naturally  taken  as  meaning  the  end  of 
compulsory  drill.  It  now  appears  that  this  faculty  action 


has  been  rescinded  through  the  opposition  of  President 
Murlin.  At  the  very  time  of  sending  out  the  notice  of  the 
faculty  vote  making  the  dHll  optional.  Doctor  Murlin -was 
working  for  the  reversal  of  the  action. 

Lapt  year  the  educational  policy  committee  of  the 
faculty  adopted  a  report  in  favor  of  optional  drill.  After 
making  the  request  four  times,  this  recommendation  was 
brought  to  the  faculty  and  adopted  by  a  decisive  vote. 
After  this  vote,  however,  the  President  refused  to  be  satis¬ 
fied  and  asked  for  .another  secret  ballot,  which  also  re¬ 
sulted  in  favor  of  optional  drill.  Again  refusing  to  accept 
the  verdict,  the  president  called  still  another  secret  ballot. 
By  this  time  many  of  the  faculty  majority  opposed  to 
compulsory  drill  refrained  from  voting. 

So  compulsory  drill  is  now  slated  to  hang  on  for  still 
another  year,  after  which  time  President  Murlin’s  resig¬ 
nation,  already  accepted,  goes  into  effect. 


Anchors  and  Sails 

A  MARINE  equipment  catalogue  announces  that  it 
/■%^has  twenty-seven  different  varieties  of  anchors  for 
^  ships  of  all  sizes  and  descriptions.  The  layman 
will  be  astonished  to  learn  that  there  are  so  many  iHffer- 
ent  kinds  of  anchors.  Many  of  them  are  perfect  marvels 
of  ingenuity  for  hitching  a  ship  to  a  bad  snarl  and  keep¬ 
ing  it  there. 

The  person,  whether  pastor  or  layman,  actively  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  work  of  the  Church  knows  a  good  deal  about 
anchors. '  There  are  times  when  he  feels  that  the  Church 
has  been  more  generously  provided  with  anchors  than  with 
sails.  One  of  the  kinds  of  anchors  glowingly  described  in 
the  catalogue  is  the  snarl  anchor.  It  is  well  known  in  the 
Church  and  effective  to  a  deadly  degree.  The  work  of 
the  Kingdom  gets  all  snarled  up  with  conflicting  ambitions 
and  purposes  and  instead  of  driving  forward  the  ship 
merely  rides  the  waves  up  and  down. 

Other  churches  are  held  back  by  the  drag  anchor;  by 
that  load  of  inertia  and  caution  expressed  in  the  sacred 
phrases,  “We  never  did  it  that  way  before,”  or  “Let’s  wait 
a  year  and  see  what  happens.” 

We  have  plenty  of  anchors.  We  need  more  sails  that 
can  catch  up  the  generous  winds  of  the  Spirit  of  God  and 
move  the  churches  along  to  their  goal. 


A  Journalist 


has 


REVIEWER  in  the  Nation  and  Athenaeum 
offered  this  definition  of  a  journalist: 

“A  good  journalist  is'  one  who  can  expand  the 
material  for  a  paragraph  into  a  whole  article,  but  never 
does  so  if  he  can  avoid  it;  who  is  widely  informed,  but 
respects  the  limits  of  his  information ;  who  is  violent  in  ex¬ 
pressing  his  opinions,  but  reasonable  in  forming  them ;  and 
who  seeks  to  win  the  agreement  of  his  readers,  but  would 
rather  inspire  their  indignation  than  their  indifference.” 

A  good  ideal  to  try  to  live  up  to.  And  not  a  bad  sug¬ 
gestion  for  preaching,  either. 


The  Last  Resort 

For  his  imf>ortant  business  matters  Abeaham  Lin¬ 
coln  had  an  envelope  marked,  “When  you  can’t  find  it 
anywhere  else,  look  in  this.” 

This  would  makf  a  good  direction  to  be  printed  on 
the  cover  of  the  Bible.  L. 
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WILLIAM  E.  BORAH 

Bishop  Joseph  cannon,  JR.,  chairman  of  the 

Board  of  Temperance  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churchy  South,  gave  out  an  interview,  April  16, 
last,  in  which  he  declared  that  the  Eighteenth  Amendment 
and  its  enforcement  could  not,  and  should  not,  become  a 
party  question,  and  that  no  effort  should  be  made  to 
make  it  a  party  question.  With  great  respect  for  Bishop 
•Cannon,  I  venture  the  opinion  that  if  that  course  is 
’effectively  pursued  and  becomes  the  settled  policy  of 
the  supporters  of  the  amendment,  then  the  maintenance 
.and  enforcement  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  becomes 
;an  utter  impossibility.  Bishop  Cannon  reasons  that  there 
are  those  in  both  parties  who  are  for  the'  Eighteenth 
Amendment.  True*  enough.  There  are  also  those  in 
both  parties  who  are  against  the  Eighteenth  Amendment. 
And  unless  the  party  as  a  party  takes  a  position  and 
throws  the  pledge  and  the  prestige  of  the  party  behind 
iits  enforcement,  there  will  always  be  in  the  matter  of 
•enforcement  this  balancing  of  the  pros  and  cons,  the  wets 
and  drys,  and  enforcement  will  be  as  it  now  is  in  many 
localities,  a  mere  skirmishing  between  the  lines — ^po- 
,  li'tically  seeking  to  offend  neither  one  side  nor  the  other. 

Prohibition  and  Political  Parties 

Thk  is  a  party  government.  Through  and  by  means 
of  party,  responsibility  is  fixed.  Through  and  by  means 
of  party,  punishment  comes  for  failure  to  meet  respon¬ 
sibility.  Through  and  by  means  of  party,  the  people 
speak.  Public  opinion  operates  through  political  parties. 
The  party  organization  in  practical  effect  names  the 
officials  upon  whom  responsibility  for  enforcement  rests. 


The  Future 
of  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment 

By  William  E.  Borah 

United  Statee  Senator  from  Idaho 

The  party  in  practical  effect  chooses  locally  the 
sheriff  and  his  assistants.  It  selects  the  executive 
officers  from  top  to  bottom — sheriffs,  marshals,  dis¬ 
trict  attorneys^  judges,  presidents.  We  thus  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  party  to  enforce  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment.  And  yet  we  say  the  party  must  not 
take  a  position.  It  is  not  a  party  question.  Do 
we  really  expect  an  enforcement  of  the  law  through 
a  party  which  is  unwilling  to  declare  it  is  in  favor 
of  the  law?  Do  we  hope  for  enforcement  unless 
party  organization  is  pledged  to  do  so?  Such  a 
policy  leaves  the  Eighteenth  Amendment,  now  chal¬ 
lenged  and  defied,  something  in  the  nature  of  a 
constitutional  waif — endured,  eased  by,  but  cared 
for  by  no  one.  It  is  suicidal  to  anything  like  en¬ 
forcement  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment. 

Generalities  About  Law  Enforcement  Are  . 
Mere  Evasions 

Under  the  circumstances  and  in  view  of  the  con-( 
ditions  we  have  to  meet,  a  mere  general  declaration 
for  law  enforcement  means  nothing.  Those  who  are  satis¬ 
fied  with  such  a  declaration  either  misunderstand  the 
present  situation  or  else  they  think*  more  of  the  party 
than  they  do  of  the  Constitution — would  rather  take  the 
chance  of  no  enforcement  than  to  take  the  chance  of 
losing  some  votes.  They  place  political  expediency  above 
constitutional  integrity.  It  would  be  just  as  relevant 
and  just  as  effective,  and  no  more  so,  to  declare  for  the 
“moral  law”;  just  as  relevant  and  just  as  effective,  and 
no  more  so,  to  declare:  “We  stand  for  orderly  govern¬ 
ment.”  If,  at  the  next  Republican  convention  some  dele¬ 
gate  should  discover  the  Ten  Commandments  and,  in  the 
ecstasy  of  his  new  discovery,  should  offer  and  secure  the 
adoption  of  a  plank  in  the  platform,  as  follows:  “We  favor 
the  Ten  Commandments,”  it  would  be  just  as  relevant  and 
just  as  pertinent  and  just  as  effective,  and  no  more  so, 
than  to  declare:  “We  favor  the  enforcement  of  the  law.*^ 
No  one  will  find  fault  with  this  general  declaration — I  was 
going  to  say  glittering  generality,  but  better  say,  this 
drab,  dull,  meaningless  statement.  The  man  who  is  op¬ 
posed  to  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  will  be  just  as  well 
satisfied  with  it  as  the  man  who  is  in  favor  of  it,  and 
ought  to  be  infinitely  better  satisfied.  The  most  violent 
opponent  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  will  be  delighted 
to  have  it  in  the  platform  as  an  easy  method  of  disposing 
of  a  troublesome  question.  There  is  not  a  man  alive  who 
would  not  feel  perfectly  at  ease  and  perfectly  at  home 
running  for  President  on  such  a  platform.  We  have  a 
peculiar,  particular,  and  serious  situation  to  deal  with, 
and  we  are  asked  to  deal  with  it  by  making  a  “generality” 
which  covers  every  phase  of  social  and  political  life. 
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I  The  Code  for  Defying  the 
Constitution 

What  is  this  problem  with 
which  we  have  to  deal?  It  is 
not  an  instance  of  taking  care 
of  individual  violations  of  law. 

Neither  is  it  by  any  means  only 
and  alone  a  wet  and  dry  ques¬ 
tion.  An  amendment  is  made 
to  the  Constitution.  After  fifty 
years  of  effort,  after  trying 
small  units  and  larger  units, 
after  license  and  local  option, 
after  traveling  back  and  foit’n 
over  the  ground  and  really  get¬ 
ting  nowhere,  the  people  con¬ 
cluded  to  outlaw  the  manu¬ 
facture  and  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  for  beverage  purposes 
and  to  write  the  terms  of  out¬ 
lawry  in  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  It  was  an  extraordinary 
thing  to  do.  Never  before  had 
a  great  nation  undertaken  a 
similar  task.  But  the  people 
were  for  the  undertaking. 

Forty-six  out  of  forty-eight  States  approved  and  rati¬ 
fied  the  amendment.  Now  the  Constitution  is  to  be  dis¬ 
regarded  and  defied.  It  is  not  a  proposition  of  individual 
violation  or  of  repeal.'  Here  is  the  code  which  is  being 
promulgated  by  those  who  are  most  effective  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  Eighteenth  Amendment: 

“If  a  large  number  of  citizens  are  convinced  that  the 
Rational  prohibition  act  compels  them  to  live  lives  of  hy¬ 
pocrisy,  cowardice,  and  servility,  they  will  feel  no  moral 
obligation  to  observe  the  law.  On  the  contrary,  they  will 
develop  an  esprit  and  morale  in  the  breaking  of  it  in  the 
name  of  patriotism, 

“Obedience  is  all  that  a  despotism  asks.  .  .  .  Nul¬ 
lification  is  the  safety  valve  which  helps  a  self-governing 
community  to  avoid  the  alternative  between  tyranny  and 
revolution.  .  .  .  Some  people  go  so  far  as  to  say  that 
this  nullification  of  statutes  is  wrong  in  practice  as  well 
as  theory;  but  the  best  way  to  get  rid  of  the  law  is  to 
enforce  it.  But  the  cost  of  trying  to  compel  obedience  to 
a  law  which  violates  the  consciences  of  a  considerable 
minority  of  the  people  or  the  traditional  usages  and  pur¬ 
poses  of  anything  like  a  majority  is  usually  too  great. 

“Those  who  oppose  in  principle  the  Eighteenth  Amend¬ 
ment  ...  should,  if  the}'  are  honest  and  have  the 
courage  of  their  convictions,  openly,  approve  and  en¬ 
courage  this  tendency — that  is  nullification. 

“Public  opinion  can  assert  itself  as  effectively  and 
rightfully  in  breaking  as  in  making  a  law. 

“The  reason  why  the  national  prohibition  law  is  not 
enforced  is  that  it  cannot  be  enforced.  The  reason  why  it 
cannot  be  enforced  is  that  it  ought  not  have  been  passed.” 

These  quotations  from  distinguished  educators,  pub¬ 
licists,  and  journalists  are  taken  at  random  from  the 
literature  which  is  being  sent  throughout  the  United 
States.  Here  comes  in  a  very  much  greater  question 
therefore  than  wet  or  dry.  The  question  now  is.  Can 
the  Constitution,  as  deliberately  written,  be  upheld 
and  enforced  until  it  is  repealed?  This  presents 
a  question  of  constitutional  government.  It  does  not 
I  make  any  difference  what  a  provision  of  the  Constitution 
may  be,  if  deliberately  and  according  to  the  manner  pro¬ 
vided  it  has  been  adopted ;  then  if  constitutional  govern¬ 


ment,  a  government  of  law, 
is  to  obtain,  it  must  b^  en¬ 
forced  until  repealed.  If  the 
proposal  was  to  repeal  the 
proposition,  politically  it 
would  be  wholly  different.  But 
that  is  not  the  proposal.  Nul¬ 
lification  is  to  be  accepted  as  a 
just  and  sane  and  wise  rule  of 
conduct  for  communities, 
States,  and  the  nation.  It  is 
proposed  to  adopt  nullification 
as  a  method  of  legislation,  as 
it  were.  Are  we  with  such  a 
proposal  confronting  us  to  be 
told  that  this  is  not  to  be  made 
a  party  question? — that  there 
may  be  some  in  our  party  who 
do  not  believe  in  upholding  the 
Constitution  until  it  is  repealed? 

Political  Parties  Cannot 
Dodge  Nullification  Issue 
What  kind  of  cowardly 
political  expediency  is  that? 
What  in  the  name  of  reason 
and  common  sense  are  po¬ 
litical  parties  for  in  a  government  like  ours  if  not  to  ap¬ 
preciate,  take  hold  of,  and  deal  with  a  problem  which 
goes  to  the  very  life  of  government?  Have  they  nothing 
more  to  accomplish  than  to  get  in  when  out  and  to  de¬ 
vise  shrewd  schemes  to  enable  them  to  hold  office  and  dis¬ 
tribute  patronage?  This  is  an  ex4ra(vrdinary  .situation, 
a  dominating  incident  in  our  present-day  political  af¬ 
fairs,  a  problem  of  constitutional  government;  and  yet 
it  is  said  that  it  is  sufficient  to  pass  it  over  with  a  general 
statement  which  places  this  governmental  question  on  a 
level  with  the  branding  of  a  maverick  on  the  Western 
prairie  or  arresting  and  punishing  a  criminal  in  an  un¬ 
policed  village. 

It  is  no  doubt  a  great  relief  of  conscience  to  tell  the 
public  of  the  evils  of  the  liquor  traffic.  But  while  you  are 
arousing  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  those  who  are 
opposed  to  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  will  be  naming 
the  officials  and  tampering  with  the  machinery  through 
and  by  means  of  which  alone  your  plea  can  be  made  ef¬ 
fective.  It  is  well  to  have  your  flying  squadron  calling 
the  public  attention  to  this  great  evil  and  to  talk  about 
enforcement.  But  while  you  are  appealing  to  the  public 
for  action,  the  other  fellow  is  in  control  of  the  only  in¬ 
strumentality  through  and  by  means  of  which  the  people 
can  execute  their  decrees.  There  is  the  law.  It  has  been 
construed  clear  of  all  ambiguity.  We  are  waiting  for 
the  officials  to  execute  it.  It  is  proposed  to  leave  the 
selection  to  an  organization  which  is  unwilling  to  take  a 
stand  and  which  even  the  friends  of  the  amendment  say 
should  not  take  a  stand  that  means  anything.  How 
happy  you  make  your  adversaries ! 

I  venture  the  opinion  that  unless  the  upholding  and 
enforcement  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment,  in  view  of 
its  open,  persistent  challenge,  can  call  to  its  support  a 
great  political  party,  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  wiU 
continue  more  and  more  to  be  disregarded  until,  as  one 
of  its  shrewdest  adversaries  has  declared,  it  becomes  “fos¬ 
silized  and  futile.” 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C, 


CURFEW  MOST  NOT  RING  TO-NIGHT 


— Morris  for  the  George  Matthew  Adams  Service. 


How  the  efforts  of  the  politicians  to  avoid  a  definite 
stand  on  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  strike 
a  cartoonist 
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Stewardship  of  the  Whole 

of  Life 


By  Joseph  M.  M.  Gray 

Pastor  Elm  Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Scranton,  Pennsylvania 


Stewardship  is  the  re¬ 
sponsible  administration 
of  whatever  is  held  in 
trust.  Christian  stewardship  is 
the  responsible  administration 
of  whatever  is  held  in  trust,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ideals  which 
Christ  revealed  and  in  the  spirit 
in  which  He  lived.  What  all 
men  everywhere  hold  in  trust  is 
that  in  which  everywhere  they 
share  alike,  namely,  life.  So  that  the  final  definition  of 
Christian  stewardship  is  that  it  is  the  responsible  ad¬ 
ministration  of  life  according  to  the  ideals  which  Christ 
reroealed  cmd  in  the  spirit  in  which  He  lived.  It  is  the 
complete  identification  of  religion  with  life. 

When  Religion  and  Life  Were  Separated 

This  is  the  point  precisely  at  which  the^  religions  of 
magic,  of  substitution,  and  of  propriety  have  heretofore 
failed.  They  do  not  identify ;  they  separate  religion  and 
life.  Illustrations  from  ancient  faiths  may  be  disre¬ 
garded,  for  the  Christianity  which  is  a  code  of  propriety 
is  fatally  eloquent.  Benvenuto  Cellini  was  one  of  the 
great  artists  of  the  Renaissance,  the  friend  of  Michel¬ 
angelo,  the  companion  of  popes,  emperors,  and  kings. 
Yet  his  autobiography  exhibits  his  committing  theft, 
adultery,  and  murder  without  apology  or  regret,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  is  fervent  in  his  piety.  In  prison  he 
devotes  himself  to  the  Bible  and  writes  devout  prayers; 
but  again .  released,  he  renews  his  vices  undisturbed,  and 
thanks  God  for  his  salvation.  English  Protestantism  car¬ 
ried  undisputed  Macaulay’s  statement  concerning  the 
clergy  of  Charles  11,  that  they  “made  war  on  schism  with 
so  much  vigor  that  they  had  little  leisure  to  make  war  on 
vice”;  and  readers  of  Mrs.  Oliphant’s  life  of  Charlotte 
BrontS  will  recall  her  reference  to  a  contemporary  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  people  of  Yorkshire,  as  being  strong  religionists, 
*‘only  fifty  years  ago,  their  religion  did  not'  work  down 
into  their  lives.”'  It  was  what  an  English  historian  calls 
“the  unchristian  temper”  of  Sir  John  Bowring,  that  in¬ 
volved  England  in  war  with  China,  in  1857 ;  and  he  it 
was  who  wrote  the  hymn,  “In  the  Cross  of  Christ  I  Glory.”- 
While  Christians  to-day  look  back  upon  these  incon¬ 
sistencies,  they  may  remind  themselves  that  not  a  single 
social  evil  of  the  time,  from  decadent  amusements  to  inter¬ 
national  war,  but  continues  because  religion  and  life  are 
still  separated.  Christian  stewardship  identifies  them, 
for  it  is  the  administration  of  life  itself. 

What  has  to  be  kept  in  mind  is  that  it  is  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  the- whole  of  life,  not  the  devotion 
of  a  part  to  some  particular  course  of  con- 
duct.  Serious  minds  are  greatly  disturbed 
because  of  the  increasing  misuse  of  the  Sab- 
bath ;  but  the  most  serious  defect  of  Christian 
men  and  women  in  their  use  of  time  is  not  that 
they  do  not  conduct  Sunday  as  a  sacred  day,  ' 


but  that  they  conduct  every 
other  day  of  the  week  as  though 
it  were  unrelated  to  their  reli¬ 
gious  obligation.  Christian 
stewardship,  identifying  religion 
with  the  whole  of  life,  adminis¬ 
ters  all  of  it  according  to  the 
ideals  which  Christ  revealed  and 
in  the  spirit  in  which  He  lived. 

Stewardship  and  Labor 

That  seems  to  present  a  fearfully  serious  undertaking, 
as  if  it  meant  nothing  less  than  a  professionally  religious 
occupation.  But  it  means  nothing  of  the  kind.  Religion 
is  not  to  coincide  with  one’s  occupation ;  it  is  to  coincide 
with  one’s  life.  But  inevitably,  then,  one’s  occupation 
will  express  the  quality  of  his  life.  Christian  stewardship 
involves,  because  life  includes  it,  a  Christian’s  labor.  It 
will  not  necessarily  take  any  man  out  of  any  occupation 
in  which,  under  any  circumstances,  he  has  a  right  to  be; 
but  it  may  make  him  conduct  it  in  a  fashion  very  different 
from  that  to  which  he  has  been  accustomed.  It  will  in¬ 
volve  his  measurement  of  service  rendered,  of  wages  paid 
and  wages  received,  of  the  quality  of  craftsmanship  given 
to  the  particular  enterprise.  It  will  compel  him  to  ap¬ 
praise  them  all  in  the  light  of  the  ideals  of  Jesus.  The 
entire  range  of  personal  and  social  interests  related  to 
one’s  occupation  will  be  judged  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ. 
Christian  stewardship,  in  a  word,  is  Christian  disciple- 
ship  preserved  at  the  level  on  which  Christ  lived. 


This  article  of  Dr.  Crag’s  is  an  excerpt 
from  a  much  longer  paper.  It  cannot, 
because  of  the  limitations  of  space,  dis¬ 
cuss  all  aspects  of  stewardship.  The 
question  of  the  methods  of  stewardship  is, 
therefore,  of  necessity  excluded 


Stewardship  and  Leisure 

Being  the  expression  of  the  whole  of  life,  it  involves 
one’s  leisure.  It  is  at  this  point  that  modem  industry 
has  made  its  most  deadly  attack  upon  morality.  Be¬ 
cause  of  mass  production  and  industrial  organization, 
modern  labor  makes  practically  no  demand  upon  the  in¬ 
itiative,  the  pride,  or  the  originating  impulses  of  modem 
workmen.  It  does  not  reflect  their  tastes,  their  talents, 
or  their  interests.  'It  rouses  no  enthusiasm  and  sustains 
no  personal  satisfaction.  Those  effects,  if  they  are  pro¬ 
cured  at  all,  must  be  gotten  from  their  leisure ;  and  they 
are  not  prepared  for  the  right  use  of  leisure.  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  the  leisure  occupations  of  our  time  aims,  not  at  the 
recreation  of  personality,  but  at  its  release.  Men  and 
women,  coming  from  their  stupid  and  mechanical  labor, 
react  toward  excitement;  and  the  way  of  excitement  lies 
through  the  stimulation  of  the  senses.  Our  generation, 
in  its  amusements,  does  not  want  culture;  it  wants  a 
“kick,”  and  the  “kick”  is  soonest  found  in 
lurid  pictures,  sensual  dances,  excesses  of 
sport,  and  adventures  in  immorality.  This 
is  tme  also  for  those  who  labor  in  dull  office 
routines  and  domestic  dmdgery.  It  is  true 
of  those  protected  women  whose  time  must 
be  employed  in  the  pursuits  of  irresponsible 
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idleness  which  the  inertia  of  society  makes  the  mode.  If 
God  has  a  sense  of  humor,  there  must  be  sardonic  laughter 
in  heaven  at  the  sight  of  the  modem  women  who  spend 
their  afternoons  at  bridge  and  golf  and  their  nights  at 
dinner  dances,  and  recuperate  their  tired  nerves  at  fash¬ 
ionable  resorts  because  they  have  been  so  terribly  busy. 

Christian  stewardship  holds  a  disciple’s  leisure  in  trust 
for  his  Lord.  It  will  not  decrease  his  pleasures,  but  will 
discipline  his  taste  to  pleasures  that  perfect  experience 
and  enrich  life.  He  may  lose  a  thrill,  but  he  will  find  a 
satisfaction.  He  will  discover  that  areas  of  experience 
which  appeared  to  be  narrow  confines  of  enforced  restraint 
are,  in  reality,  highways  of  privilege  in  which  one  walks 
with  impregnable  happiness  in  the  freedom  of  the  city 
of  God. 

Holding  Our  Religious  Faith  in  Trust 

What  dare  not  be  ignored  is  the  Christian  steward¬ 
ship  of  religion.  We  hold  our  religious  faith  and  its 
practices  in  trust  for  our  Lord.  All  that  has  been  assem¬ 
bled  into  the  form  and  structure  of  our  Christian  expe¬ 
rience  and  belief  and  worship  has  been  turned  over  to 
us  by  earlier  and  earnest  trustees.  The  church  buildings 
in  which  we  gather  come  to  us,  for  the  most  part,  from 
hands  long  since  mingled  with  the  dust.  The  Bible  is 
ours,  not  to  be  hoarded,  but  to  be  invested,  having  been 
bequeathed  to  us  by  men  who  received  it  from  an  earlier 
past  and  paid  with  their  lives  for  the  stewardship  with 
which  they  were  entrusted.  The  doctrines  of  the  faith, 
the  basic  forms  in  which  our  beliefs  have  been  made  clear 
and  kept  social  and'  secure,  the  hymns  through  which  we 
join  in  praise  with  the  communion  of  all  saints,  have  been 
given  us  by  men  and  women  whose  fidelity  has  become 
our  wealth.  More  fundamentally  still,  all  we  have  of 
faith,  assurance,  hope,  redemption,  was  wrought  for  us 
by  One  who  counted  not  His  life  dear  unto  Himself. 
It  is  not  astonishing  to  find,  then,  that  the  logic  of  Chris¬ 
tian  stewardship  leads  directly  to  intercessory  prayer. 
Whatever  prayer  may  be  for  him  who  prays,  it  is  a 
wizened  effort  unless  it  is  directed  in  the  interests  of  the 
world.  It  is  not  petition  only,  but  participation  as  well. 
A  Christian  owes,  and  a  Christian  steward  pays,  his  en¬ 
ergies  of  prayer  on  behalf  of  the  world  around  him. 

The  Use  of  Money 

And,  of  course,  Christian  stewardship  involves  a 
Christian’s  use  of  money.  Most  people,  when  they  talk 
of  stewardship,  think  only  of  money,  and  identify  it  with 
some  form  of  tithing.  But  tithing  is  only  a  particular 
method  of  maintaining  one  aspect  of  the  stewardship 
to  which  Christians  are  obligated.  No  man  can  be  a 
Christian  steward  who  does  not  express  his  stewardship 
with  his  money;  but  all  that  has  been  already  written 
is  to  argue  that  men  and  women  may  easily  exhibit  a 
stewardship  of  money  and  be  very  unfaithful  stewards 
nevertheless.  Protestants  regard  with  abhorrence  the 
Roman  Catholic  doctrine  of  indulgences,  by  the  practice 
of  which  communicants  purchase  absolution  for  wrong¬ 
doing.  We  remember  that  the  Reformation  took  form 
against  that  doctrine  and  practice.  But  the  Protestant 
habit  of  regarding  a  generous  disposition  of  one’s  money 
in  religious  enterprises  as  palliating  unchristian  conduct 
of  life  is  just  as  absurd  and  possibly  more  fatal. 

On  the  other  hand,  no  Christian  can  call  himself  a 
steward  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God  unless  his  stew¬ 
ardship  registers  in  his  use  of  money.  For  money  is  the 
concrete  expression  of  life.  It  comes  out  of  life;  it  is 


the  result  of  one’s  labor,  the  product  of  one’s  restraint, 
the  issue  of  his  ideals  or  choices  in  leisure.  What  one 
thinks  of  it  measures  the  quality  of  his  culture;  what 
one  does  with  it  indicates  the  spirit  of  his  religion.  The 
money  we  earn  is  so  much,  and  such  quality  of  life,  crys¬ 
tallized  into  an  instrument  of  exchange.  The  money  we 
inherit,  as  Gains  Glenn  Atkins  has  observed,  “is  the  life 
of  the  past  minted  into  coin.”  The  more  wonderful 
quality  of  money  is  that,  coming  out  of  life,  it  can  be 
returned  to  life. 

Responsibility  for  the  Christian  Use  of  Our  Whole 

Inconae 

The  truth  which  >dofs  need  emphasis  is  that  to  set 
aside  for  religious  purposes  a  tenth  or  a  fifth  or  any 
definite  part  of  one’s  income  is  not  of  itself  Christian 
stewardship.  We  are  responsible  as  Christians,  not  sim¬ 
ply  for  the  right  use  of  some  of  our  income,  but  for 
the  Christian  use  of  all  of  our  income.  The  man  who 
has  given  what  he  calls  his  tithe  into  specific  uses  of  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  is  not  thereby  freed  from  the  Chris¬ 
tian  use  of  the  rest  of  his  money.  When  he  has  paid  his 
tenth  toward  religion  he  is  not  free  to  use  the  nine  tenths 
as  he  pleases.  A  loyal  churchman,  some  time  ago,  re¬ 
marked  to  his  minister  that  he  had  just  subscribed  $1,100 
to  the  annual  budget  of  his  church.  “And  that,”  he 
said,  “is  pretty  good  for  one  man.”  But  a  few  minutes 
later  he  had  occasion  to  observe  that  the  upkeep  of  his 
motor  cars  cost  him  $6,000  a  year.  No  Christian  would 
suggest  that  because  he  kept  Sunday  as  a  day  of  worship 
and  meditation,  he  was  free  to  use  the  other  six  days 
in  any  enterprises  whatever.  But  many  Christians  seem 
to  believe  that  when  they  have  paid  their  self-chosen  tithe 
into  their  self-determined  institutions  of  religion  they 
are  free  to  spend  the  rest  of  their  income  in  the  most 
selfish  investments  or  extravagant  indulgences.  To  the 
contrary,  we  hold  all  we  have  in  trust  for  our  Lord,  and 
are  stewards  of  everything  that  we  possess.  There  are 
some  investments  Christians  dare  not  make.  There  are 
some  properties  Christians  dare  not  buy.  There  are 
some  modes  of  life  Christians  dare  not  follow.  There  are 
scales  of  expenditure  and  kinds  of  thrift  which  Chris¬ 
tians  dare  not  practice. 

Not  Sinai,  But  Calvary  is  the  Mount  of  Stewardship 

For  the  obligation  to  Christian  stewardship  springs 
from  one  source;  it  rises  from  redemption,  and  its  test 
and  measurement  are  the  cross.  The  first  question  men 
and  women  generally  ask  when  the  subject  of  stewardship 
or  tithing  is  presented  to  them  is.  How  much  ought  I 
to  give?  And  the  debate  too  often  has  gathered  around 
the  minimum  prescribed  in  Old  Testament  texts  or  im¬ 
plied  in  some  remarks  of  St.  Paul.  But  the  financial 
expression  of  stewardship  cannot  invariably  be  reckoned 
in  percentages.  A  Methodist  preacher’s  budget,  some 
time  ago,  contained  an  item  of  $112  for  religion  and 
charity,  and  one  of  $160  for  his  vacation.  A  lay¬ 
man’s  budget  not  long  ago  reported  $25  for  the  church 
and  $60  for  amusements.  Most  of  the  meticulous 
questions  about  how  to  measure  one’s  tithe,  most  of  the 
evasions  by  which  Christian  people  deceive  themselves, 
would  disappear  if  we  faced  the  one  standard  at  which 
Christianity  kppraises  everything.  It  is  not  Sinai  and 
the  law  which  determines  our  Christian  duty.  It  is  neither 
a  minor  prophet  nor  the  Pharisees  of  Jerusalem  who  set 
the  mark  for  our  practical  devotion.  It  is  the  place 
where  One  who  was  rich  became  poor  for  our  sakes. 
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The  Day  of  Rest 

Roadside  Reports  on  the  American  Sunday 
By  J.  Clyde  Keegan 


SUNDAY  is  the  day  of  rest,  meditation,  and  worship. 
Mr.  Average  Man  is  an  honest  soul,  and  so  he 
endeavors  to  worship  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 
He  works  six  days  a  week,  and  when  Sunday  comes  he 
wants  to  get  away  from  the  maddening  throng  for  rest, 
meditation,  and  the  worship  of  God.  Everyone  knows 
that  a  man  can  worship  better  in  God’s  great  out-of- 
doors  than  in  church. 

Firm  in  his  resolve  to  worship  God  through  nature, 
he  gets  the  old  bus  out,  tinkers  with  it  awhile,  tanks  it 
up  with  gas,  oil,  and  water,  and,  lastly,  gives  it  a  shower 
bath.  With  one  more  fond  “once  over”  glance  he  shouts 
toward  the  house,  “O  ma,  are  you  ready  Mother  comes 
out  with  a  lunch  she  has  tried  desperately  to  have  ready 
in  time  to  start.  Mother  has  hurried  so  fast  to  get  the 
work  done  that  she  is  cross  and  the  children  are  about  to 
cry.  But  this  is  the  day  of  rest,  and  the  most  must  be 
made  of  it. 

The  members  of  the  family  get  into  the  car  and  take 
the  other  fellow’s  dust  and  exhaust  at  forty  miles  per 
hour  for  the  privilege  of  being  in  the  open  and  getting 
the  fresh  air.  At  a  little  past  noon  they  arrive  at  a 
muddy  hole  where  all  disembark  for  lunch.  The  flies  are 
bad  and  the  mosquitoes  are  worse,  but  that  doesn’t  mat¬ 
ter,  as  this  is  father’s  day  of  rest  and  it’s  God’s  great 
out-of-doors.  Just  before  lunch  is  over  a  rainstorm  sends 
them  scurrying  to  the  car.  The  flies  go,  too,  in  splendid 
formation. 

The  storm  over,  father  orders  them  all  out,  as  he 
has  to  give  the  car  the  “once  over”  before  going  back. 
The  clutch  isn’t  working  just  right,  and  after  an  hour 
and  a  half  of  toil  he  decides  he’ll  have  to  have  a  garage 
man  look  at  it.  In  the  meantime  the  baby  has  fallen  into 
the  mud  and  ruined  his  last  pair  of  good  stockings.  Tired 
but  greasy  father  consults  his  watch  and  discovers  that 
it  is  past  four  o’clock  and  time  to  start  the  return  trip. 
But  Willie  is  missing.  A  search  is  instigated,  and  after 
much  hollering  and  tramping  father  discovers  him  up  the 
creek  trying  to  catch  minnows  with  his  new  hat.  With 
the  proper  amount  of:  “Didp’t  I  tell  you  not  to  leave 
the  car?”  “Now  look  at  your  nice,  new  hat!^’  “Your 
mother  has  been  worried  to  death,”  “Why  don’t  you  ever 
mind?”  “Next  time  we  will  leave  you  home,”  they  reach 
the  car.  Willie  seems  thoroughly  repentant  and  promises 
never  to  run  away  again. 

As  they  settle  in  the  car  a  report  is  heard  and  the 
car  settles  down.  Father  looks  around  and  says  rather 
cheery  like,  “Ah,  ha,  I  guess  it’s  that  bad  tire.”  Mother 
does  not  seem  to  have  much  sense  of  humor,  but  the  chil¬ 
dren  do.  A  look  from  father  seems  to  warn  them  that 
this  is  the  day  of  worship  and  the  outburst  is  stopped. 
The  tire  is  adjusted.  Father  doesn’t  say  much,  but  the 
reflection  of  nature  is  in  his  face  as  he  climbs  into  the  car 
once  more. 

By  this  time  it  is  growing  late,  so  father  has  to  again 
drive  fast  in  order  to  save  time.  This  makes  mother 
nervous,  but  this  is  unnecessary,  for  are  they  not  hav¬ 
ing  a  day  of  rest  in  God’s  out-of-doors  ?  Mother  remarks 
about  the  beauty  of  the  scenery.  Father  declares  he’s 


coming  back  some  day  to  see  it  when  there  are  not  so 
many  cars  on  the  road.  Trafllc  thickens.  A  great 
cloud  of  dust  hangs  over  the  road  as  they  ap¬ 
proach  town.  The  children  who  are  awake  are  crying 
for  a  drink.  The  youngest  has  gone  to  sleep  in  his 
mother’s  arms.  Both  of  mother’s  arms  have  gone  to 
sleep,  and  she  can’t  move  her  feet  on  account  of  the  lug¬ 
gage.  But  all  hands  are  happy,  as  this  is  father’s  day 
of  rest,  and  he  does  so  enjoy  getting  out  in  the  open. 
They  have  all  had  such  a  good  time  and  “everything.” 

Traffic  has  become  ’worse.  Speed  is  cut  to  twelve 
miles  per  hour.  The  children  want  to  know  when  they 
will  get  home.  The  lights  blind  and  hurt  father’s  eyes. 
Mother  is  past  feeling  anything.  She  can  only  think — 
of  the  pleasant  day  they  have  had.  It  seems  that  the 
whole  county  is  out  driving.  Some  fellow  from  behind 
dashes  around  father’s  car  and  scrapes  the  fender. 
Father  rather  jovial  like  shouts  to  the  fleeing  car  some¬ 
thing  about  being  more  careful  in  his  driving  just  as  he 
bumps  the  car  ahead  and  locks  fenders.  The  procession 
stops.  Father  asks  the  owner  of  the  bumped  car  where 
he  can  go  to  get  the  fender  straightened.  Twenty  men  of 
the  rear  procession  explode  violently. 

Again  at  the  wheel  father  presses  on.  The  lights 
flash  by  in  dazzling  array.  A  quietness  settles  down  on 
the  little  group,  for  is  it  not  the  close  of  the  day  of  wor¬ 
ship  and  of  rest?  True,  everyone  is  exhausted  but  un¬ 
speakably  happy. 

Home  is  reached  at  jast.  Father  isn’t  sure  that  he 
can  move.  He  wonders  why  mother  doesn’t  stir.  With 
a  supreme  effort  he  gets  out  and  helps  mother,  baby,  and 
the  children  into  the  house.  The  car  put  away,  father  stag¬ 
gers  in  more  dead  than  alive.  He  tells  mother  that  being 
in  the  open  makes  one  so  sleepy  that  he  thinks  he  will 
go  right  to  bed. 

Mother  puts  the  children  to  bed,  washes  the  camp 
dishes,  and  fixes  Willie’s  hat.  Somehow  she  feels  more 
tired  than  usual,  but  it  is  so  refreshing  to  get  away  on 
Sunday.  However,  she  is  glad  that  to-morrow  is  wash 
day  so  she  can  rest  up  a  bit. 

On  Monday  morning  father  doesn’t  know  why  he 
should  feel  so  tired,  because  they  had  such  a  wonderful 
day  out  in  the  open  the  day  before.  In  fact,  he  feels 
more  exhausted  this  morning  than  when  he  finished  wfork 
Saturday  night.  But  it  does  one  good  to  have  a  day  of  rest 
once  a  week  to  recuperate  from  the  toil  of  the  six  days 
by  the  right  kind  of  rest — ^something  different.  “One  gets 
so  much  more  out  of  worship  in  the  open  than  in  church !” 

DENVER,  COLO. 


Brass  Tacks 

By  John  Andrew  Holmes 

— Brevity  is  next  to  eloquence. ' 

— The  minister  is  a  gardener  whose  plants  are  human 
spirits. 

— Preaching  is  big  business,  requiring  both  capital  and 
labor  in  the  mind  of  the  preacher. 
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“Give  ... 

To  Speed  Them  On  Their  Way” 

An  Interview  With  Dr.  Ehnes,  In  Which  He  Tells  How  Church,  Sunday  School, 

Or  Individual  May  Minister  To  Lives 
That  Serve  Overseas 


By  Willia 

Suppose  my  church,  or  my  Sunday  school,  or  I 
myself  want  to  give  a  sum  of  money — say,  any¬ 
where  from  $26  to  $500— for  definite  needs  on 
the  foreign  mission  field.  How  can  we  give  that  money 
so  that  it  will  minister  directly  to  the  improvement  of 
human  life,  so  that  we  can  see  it  actually  at  work  in 
preaching,  or  teaching,  or  healing,  or  in  social  service.^” 
I  asked  the  question  of  Morris  W.  Ehnes,  formerly 
a  missionary  in  Africa,  now  treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
at  150  Fifth  Avenue. 

Have  a  Foreign  Representative 

*  There  are  a  number  of  ways  in  which  an  organiza¬ 
tion  or  an  individual  can  directly  seiwe  overseas,”  Dr. 
Ehnes  replied.  “A  favorite  method  is  to  help  support  a 
missionary — to  make  him  or  her  your  personal  repre¬ 
sentative  on  the  field.  Many  churche§  publish  on  letter¬ 
head  and  on  bulletin  board  the  name  of  their  ‘foreign 
representative.’  It  relates  a  church  or  a  person  with  a 
I  definite  service  for  others,  thus  broadening  one’s  horizon. 
The  board  is  making  it  possible  for  churches  or  classes 
or  individuals  to  become  partners  with  active  mission¬ 
aries  $60  to  $3,000  per  year  gives  you  a  share.” 

I  asked  Dr.  Elines  to  tell  me  of  some  missionaries  in 
active  service  not  yet  “taken  as  partners”  by  churches. 

“You  may,  for  example,  be  represented  in  Africa  by 
the  Rev.  Thomas  A.  O’Farrell,  a  missionary  of  seventeen 
years’  experience  in  Rhodesia.  You  may  follow  with 
him  in  the  footsteps  of  David  Livingstone  and  William 
Taylor  and  Samuel  Gurney.  A  native  of  Pana,  Ill.,  Mr. 
0  Farrell  was  trained  for  evangelistic  missionary  service 
at  Northwestern  University.  He  is  now  superintendent 
of  the  Mrewa  District,  Rhodesia  Mission  Conference, 
with  its  principal  mission  stations  at  Mrewa,  Mtoko, 
Amoldene,  and  Nyadire.  It  is  forty  miles  from  the  near¬ 
est  railroad.  About  100,000  Negro  tribespeople  live  in 
the  towns  and  villages  of  the  district. 

“As  superintendent  of  this  district,  Mr.  O’Farrell 
has  missionary  oversight  of  the  pastoral  and  educational 
work  of  sixty-five  pastor-teachers,  most  of  them  trained 
flt  Hartzell  Training  School,  Old  Umtali  These  voung 
men  preach  at  seventy-five  outstations,  where  there  is  a 
Christian  community  of  3,000  people  scattered  over  a 
territory  of  several  hundred  square  miles ;  and  they  teach 
m  seventy-five  small  village  day  schools,  in  which  3,389 
hoys  and  girls,  mostly  from  Christian  homes,  are  enrolled. 

‘‘Besides  preaching  at  Mrewa,  and  caring  for  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  Mrewa  Boarding  School,  with  166  pupils, 
Mr.  O’Farrell  travels  constantly  through  this  Rhodesian 
I  connection,’  supervising,  advising,  administering,  bap- 
tizing,  preaching,  holding  Conferences,  rallies,  and  re¬ 
vivals.  And  Mrs.  O’Farrell,  besides  caring  for  her  own 
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three  children,  trains  women  for  Bible  work  and  carea 
for  scores  of  girls  in  the  boarding  school,  in  Sunday 
school,  in  special  classes. 

“It  is  estimated  that  the  average  sum  of  $3,000 
yearly  will  cover  salary,  transportation,  and  medical  bills 
of  this  family.  Your  church  or  some  individual  can  give 
any  fraction  of  this  $3,000  and  thus  become  an  active 
partner  with  the  O’Farrells  as  they  serve  in  needy  Africa.” 

Others  Awaiting  American  Partners” 

“Who  are  some  of  the  other  missionaries  with  whom 
we  could  enter  into  such  a  partnership?”  I  asked  Dr. 
Ehnes. 

**There  is  Frederick  Bankhardt,  who  has  been  twenty 
years  in  Yenping,  China ;  there  is  Alexander  H.  Kemp  in 
Angola — a  mission.<iry  trained  in  engineering,  in  medicine, 
and  in  theology ;  Henry  M.  Swan,  evangelist  and  super¬ 
intendent  at  Darjeeling,  India ;  C.  C.  Hartzler,  principal 
of  the  Congo  Institute,  Africa ;  Miss  Hila  Watters, 
daughter  of  the  late  president  of  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary,  an  M.D.,  in  China;  Miss  Elizabeth  Heist  and 
Miss  Naomi  Anderson,  nurses  in  North  China  and  in 
Korea,  respectively,  and  a  score  or  more  I  might  men¬ 
tion.  The  unmarried  missionaries  can  be  cared  for  at  a 
cost  of  $1,500  annually;  those  with  families  average 
$3,000  per  year.  We  will  be  glad  to  have  gifts  of  any 
amount  toward  thtir  support.” 

The  Question  of  “Credits” 

“What  of  this  matter  about  ‘credit’  on  Conference  re¬ 
ports  which  seem  to  concern  so  many?”  I  asked.  “What 
kind  of  credit  do  we  get  for  these  gifts?” 

“Your  church  will  be  given  World  Service  vouchers 
with  either  ‘apportionment  credit’  or  ‘specials  credit’  as 
you  desire  on  any  of  these  items.  Just  say  which  kind 
of  credit  you  desire.” 

The  Missionary  Health  Bill 

“What  are  some  of  the  other  costs  that  the  board 
must  meet  in  maintaining  its  staff  of  1,100  missionaries?” 
I  asked. 

“Of  course,  there  is  the  item  of  health,”  Dr.  Ehnes 
replied.  “Do  you  know  that  our  health  bill  is  only  about 
$20,000  per  year  — less  than  $18  per  person?  This  money 
is  really  for  emergencies ;  the  board  does  ndt  pay  the  entire 
cost  of  medical  service,  but  tries  to  make  a  reasonable 
grant  toward  ii.” 

Just  think  of  the  missionaries  whose  field  of  service 
is  in  the  Himalaya  mountain  region,  between  India  and 
the  forbidden  lands  of  Nepal  and  Tibet.  This  was  the 
scene  of  the  latest  Roosevelt  exploring  expedition.  And 
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this  region  is  the  field  of  one  of  the  most  distant  mis¬ 
sionary  outposts  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
For  sixty  years  Methodist  pioneers  have' had  schools  and 
churches  and  clinics  and  asylums  in  these  mountain  fast¬ 
nesses.  Many  tales  could  be  told  of  the  heroism  and 
sacrifice  of  men  and  women  who  have  left  America  and 
carried  the  message  of  Christ  to  this  needy  land.  One 
family  has  been  there  in  mission  service  for  fifteen  years. 
The  head  of  the  family  has  served  as  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  as  evangelist,  as  school  principal.  His  wife  has 
worked  among  the  women  and  girls.  Their  home  has 
been  blessed  by  three  children,  all  born  in  India.  When 
their  seven-year-old  son  developed  a  serious  heart  con¬ 
dition,  it  was  necessary  to  take  him  many  miles  for  med¬ 
ical  examination  and  attention.  He  steadily  grew  worse. 
Finally,  in  the  hope  of  saving  his  life,  it  was  decided  that 
he  must  leave  the  trying  climate  and  conditions  of  the 
Himalayas.  The  family’s  furlough  was  advanced  a  few 
months,  and  they  returned  to  America.  He  is  now  under 
the  care  of  specialists.  His  parents  are  sacrificing  every¬ 
thing  to  minister  to  his  daily  needs  and  comfort.  We 
want  to  grant  about  $220  towards  these  medical  costs. 
That  is  one  of  scores  I  might  mention  your  church 
or  school  can  give  funds  towards  this  total  of  $20,000, 
or  towards  this  individual  case,  or  others  of  which  we 
will  be  glad  to  let  you  know.” 

The  Retired  Missionaries 

“What  provision  do  you  make  for  retired  missionaries 
and  those  permanently  broken  in  health.^”  was  my  next 
inquiry. 

“When  a  member  of  an  American  Conference  retires 
because  of  old  age  or  broken  health  he  becomes  a  ‘claim¬ 
ant’  upon  the  funds  of  the  Conference;  but  the  man  or 
woman  who  gives  years  of  service  in  the  mission  field  can¬ 
not  look  to  the  church  membership  of  their  adopted  land 
for  support  in  old  age  because  of  the  poverty  in  mission 
countries,  and  the  fact  that  they  have  their  own  national 


pastors  to  provide  for  in  old  age,”  Dr.  Ehnes  pointed 
out.  “The  claim  of  the  missionary  is  made  upon  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  There  are  to-day  164  mis¬ 
sionaries  upon  the  retired  list,  men  and  women  whose 
years  of  service  average  over  thirty  years.  There  are 
also  on  the  list  forty-eight  children  of  school  age.  To 
meet  the  retired  allowances  of  these  veterans  and  children 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  appropriated  $61,000  for 
the  year  1927.  This  is  an  average  of  about  $300  each, 
an  allowance  of  less  than  $1  per  day  retired  missionary. 
Obviously  this  is  an  amount  too  low  for  anything  like 
‘adequate  support’ ;  it  is  merely  a  help  toward  that  sup¬ 


port. 

“We  will  be  glad  to  furnish  any  church  or  person 
with  names  of  individual  retired  missionaries  towards 
whose  support  they  can  apply  gifts,  or  they  may  desig¬ 
nate  them  to  the  total  sum.  There  are  also  a  number  of 
seasoned  missionaries  remaining  too  long  overseas  with¬ 
out  furlough,  refusing  €o  come  home  because  of  the  costs 
involved.  We  will  gladly  tell  you  their  names  and  how 
much  it  will  cost  to  bring  them  home.  In  some  cases 
further  delay  may  mean  breaks  in  health.” 

“What  can  we  do  by  way  of  using  small  sums  of 
money  for  scholarships?”  I  inquired. 

“Of  course  there  are  medical  scholarships  and  for¬ 
eign-student  grants  towards  which  small  or  large  gifts 
may  be  applied.  We  are  making  small  gifts  or  loans  of 
$100  to  $160  each  to  a  number  of  young  American  men 
and  women  preparing  themselves  as  medical  missionaries, 
and  we  are  granting  ‘foreign  scholarships’  $76  to  $160, 
as  help  to  a  number  of  students  from  foreign  lands  who 
intend  to  return  as  pastors  or  teachers  among  their  own 
people  upon  completion  of  college  work  in  America. 
These  are  both  worthy  causes  towards  which  amounts 
will  gladly  be  received.” 

We  are  thinking  over  these  suggestions  of  Dr.  Ehnes 
in  my  home  church,  and  I  commend  them  to  yours  also. 


WHITESTONE,  E.  I.,  NEW  YORK. 


Wilmington  District  Convention 


The  fifth  annual  Epworth  League  and  Church  School 
Convention  of  the  Wilmington  District,  Delaware 
Conference,  which  convened  at  Whatcoat  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Dover,  Delaware,  June  7-9,  1927,  was 
beyond  a  doubt  a  success.  The  commencement  exercises 
of  the  Delaware  State  College  for  Negroes  served  as  a 
stimulus  for  the  young  people  and  drew  them  to  the  cap¬ 
ital  city  of  the  State,  perhaps  a  little  earlier  than  they 
might  have  come.  At  8  P.  M.  Tuesday  evening,  when 
the  president,  the  Rev.  John  L.  Taylor,  called  the  con¬ 
vention  to  order.  A  large  number  of  delegates  were  pres¬ 
ent  from  almost  everyone  of  the  forty-one  charges  of  the 
district,  along  with  their  pastors,  who  answered  the  call 
to  worship.  The  program  as  printed  was  adopted  and 
executed  throughout  the  session,  with  few  exceptions. 
The  Rev.  E.  W.  Jones,  white,  pastor  of  Wesley  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church ;  the  Rev.  W.  N.  Brown,  pastor  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  that  city;  and 
Mrs.  Rachel  Brown,  were  absent.  Mrs.  Brown’s  paper 
on  “How  to  Conduct  the  Junior  League  Devotional  Serv¬ 
ice,”  was  presented  by  proxy.  The  Rev.  D.  T.  Ridout 
spoke  on  “Hjnnns  and  Church  Music  In  General”;  Mrs. 
Lillian  Sockman  read  a  paper  on  “The  Young  People 
and  the  Church”;  Prof.  Calender  spoke  on  “Adults  and 


the  Church”;  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Woodley,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  spoke  on  “Teacher  Training.”  Dr.  W.  C.  Jason 
presided  at  the  Wednesday  evening  service.  Morgan 
College  was  represented  by  the  proficient  and  efficient 
president,  Dr.  J.  O.  Spencer;  Princess  Academy  by  that 
illustrious  son  of  the  race.  Dr.  T.  H.  Eiah;  Delaware 
State  College  for  Negroes  by  its  statesmanly  president, 
R.  S.  Grossley.  Dr.  A.  J.  Mitchell  was  gathered  amidst 
the  cluster.  On  Wednesday  morning  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Wal¬ 
lace,  of  Mt.  Joy  Church,  Wilmington,  Delaware,  pre¬ 
sented  a  paper  on  “Epworth  League  Methods”  that 
evoked  words  of  commendation  from  the  astute  Dr.  Fred 
Butler.  The  Rev.  W.  E.  Hilton  read  a  paper  on  “The 
Function  of  the  Church  in  Social  Life”;  the  Rev.  E.  M. 
Hurley,  pastor  of  Bridgeville  Station,  “Aftermath  of  the 
Migration.” 

The  following  officers  were  elected:  John  L. 
Taylor,  president;  first  vice-president.  Miss  M.  Tay¬ 
lor  ;  second  vice-president.  Miss  F.  Henery ;  third  vice- 
president,  Miss  F.  Chaney;  fourth  vice-president,  E.  M. 
Hunley;  secretary,  T.  E.  Randall;  treasurer,  F.  O.  T. 
Laws ;  music  director,  Mrs.  R.  Brown ;  organist.  Miss  D.| 
Cannon.  The  convention  closed  Thursday  evening  with 
an  excellent  sermon,  preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Bullen, 
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pastor  of  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Chester- 
town,  Md.  Dr.  Butler,  secretary  of  Epworth  Liea^ue, 
spoke  on  “Epworth  League  Work.”  Dr.  W.  A.  Hubbard 
brought  fraternal  greetings  from  the  New  York  District ; 
the  Rev.  W.  E.  Stanley  from  Easton  District;  the  Rev. 
L.  S.  Moore,  Philadelphia  District.  The  Revs.  J.  E.  A. 
Johns,  Sydney  Emptage,  M.  A.  Thompson,  D.  H.  Hargis, 
were  all  visitors  at  the  convention.  Too  much  cannot  be 
said  concerning  the  reception  and  entertainment  given 
delegates,  pastors,  and  visitors  to  the  convention  by  the 
worthy  Rev.  J.  M.  Dickerson  and  his  hospitable  people. 
Their  graciousness  shall  ever  be  remembered.  A  unani¬ 
mous  was  cast  for  Coleman  as  the  next  host  of  the  con¬ 
vention. — E.  M.  Hurley,  Reporter. 

Rev.  R.  G.  Williams 
Crosses  the  Bar 

Robert  green  williams,  son  of  Green  and 

Caroline  Williams,  was  bom  near  Fayette,  Mo., 
^  Howard  County,  December  8,  1872 ;  departed  this 
life  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  26,  1927.  He  was  married 
to  Agnes  Patton,  January  1,  1895,  by  the  Rev.  Henry 
South,  and  to  this  happy  union  was  born  one  son,  W. 
H.  J.  Williams.  While  a  local  preacher  he  served  ac¬ 
ceptably  the  following  charges :  Sebree,  Huntsville,  Char- 
il-y  Hall,  and  Walnut  Grove.  During  this  period  of  time 
the  Rev.  W.  L.  Lee  was  his  pastor.  , 

In  1903  he  was  fippointed  to  Porter  and  Woods 
Chapel.  In  1904  he  was  appointed  to  New  Bloomfield 
circuit ;  in  1905  he  was  received  on  trial  in  the  Central 
Missouri  Conference.  He  served  New  Bloomfield  four 
years;  Kinloch,  six  years;  St.  James,  St.  Louis,  two 
years;  Mexico,  Mo.,  four  years;  Glasgow,  Mo.,  five 
years.  Unable  to  attend  the  Annual  Conference  of  the 
spring  of  1927,  he  was  reappointed  to  Glasgow  during 
his  illness,  and  after  two  months  he  fell  asleep.  During 
his  long  period  of  sickness  the  ministry  and  friends  were 
loyal,  true,  and  faithful.  He  served  thirty-one  consecu- 
tive  years  as  pastor.  He  passed  into  the  beyond  happy, 
shouting,  and  praising  the  good  Lord.  The  immediate 
relatives  who  survive  are:  wife,  a  son,  daughter-in-law, 
granddaughter,  two  brothers,  three  sisters,  other  rela¬ 
tives,  and  a  host  of  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  largely  attended  at  Glasgow, 
Mo.  The  eulogy  was  delivered  by  District  Superintend¬ 
ent  E.  W.  Hannah,  of  Kansas  City  District.  The  min¬ 
istry  of  Central  Missouri  Conference  was  well  represented. 
Others  who  gave  words  of  sympathy  and  discussed  the 
life  of  the  deceased  were  Dr.  B.  F.  Abbott,  J.  H.  Boone, 
Geo.  D.  Hancock,  W.  L.  Lee,  L.  Woolrich,  A.  H.  Higgs, 
the  Revs.  Harris  and  Gyce,  and  many  other  ministers 
were  present.  The  Rev.  A.  L.  Reynolds  rendered  a  beau¬ 
tiful  solo;  also  Bros.  Roy  and  Jenkins  a  duet.  The  fam¬ 
ily  expresses  many  thanks  to  all  friends.  Interment  was 
at  Fayette,  Mo. — Mrs.  Beula  Jenkins,  Reporter. 

The  Failing  Church 

{Continued  from  page  6^) 

for  loss  of  membership  in  these  denominations,  it  may  be 
frankly  admitted,  is  not  always  invoked  by  church  offi¬ 
cials,  though  it  infrequently  is,  it  is  more  often,  and  dis¬ 
astrously,  self-imposed  by  the  adherent  himself.  It  is 
an  expression  and  vigorous  protest  against  the  financial 
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exactions  imposed  by  the  modem  church  upon  its  ad¬ 
herents.  It  is  not  necessary  to  nlaim  here  that  this  is 
an  act  of  hostility  to  the  church,  or  of  lack  of  appre¬ 
ciation  for  her  ideals. 

A  fact  which  cannot  be  gainsaid  is  that  the  standard 
of  living  of  the  present  day  is  so  advanced  and  economic 
pressure  so  great  to  meet  the  demands  of  this  ever-rising 
standard  that  multiplied  thousands  of  people  are  ex¬ 
periencing  unfeigned  difficulty  in  “making  ends  meet.” 
The  story  of  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  among  the 
freedmen  and  their  descendants  during  the  past  fifty 
years ;  how  they  have  given  and  experienced  self-denial, 
even  sacrifice  and  suffering,  to  develop  and  maintain  for 
themselves  efficient  religious  institutions  and  at  the  same 
time  make  their  contributions,  through  missionary  en¬ 
deavor,  to  their  neighbors  around  the  world,  is  one  of  the 
most  fascinating  and  commendable  in  religious  annals. 
Not  to  specify  efforts  of  other  groups,  the  Centenary 
giving  of  the  Negro  membership  within  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  benevolent  purposes  has  written 
into  the  records  of  the  modem  church  a  chapter  that' 
cannot  be  eclipsed.  It  is  a  universal  fact,  easily  patent, 
that  men  find  it  increasingly  difficult  to  keep  abreast  of 
both  the  rising  cost  of  living  and  the  rising  cost  of  the 
present-day  religious  organizations.  Meanwhile  it  is  a 
serious  question  whether  a  cheaper  church  machinery 
would  not  result  in  lessened  efficiency  and  an  impaired 
passion  for  adventure  and  achievement  by  the  modem 
church. 

The  wave  of  liberal  thinking  in  our  own  country  and 
the  urge  of  financial  pressure  are  operating  as  powerful 
factors  in  reducing  the  percentage  of  increase  in  church 
membership,  and  what  is  more  significant,  in  influencing 
the  permanent  attitude  of  the  population  generally  to¬ 
ward  religious  enterprise.  Where  is  the  blame  and  what 
is  the  remedy  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  It  may  be  that 
the  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  an  improved  economic  and 
industrial  order  making  possible  less  of  stress  and  strain 
in  the  lives  of  those  who  believe  implicitly  in  the  church 
and  who  are  devoted  to  her  ideals  and  who  would  share 
her  activities  passionately,  but  whose  lack  of  economic 
security  makes  this  extremely  difficult.  Social  malad¬ 
justment  is  at  work  here. 

To  counteract  this  losing  hold  upon  popular  interest 
and  loyalty  it  is  even  more  certain  that  the  church  of 
the  present  must  disentangle  its  moral  motives  from  the 
growing  popular  suspicion  of  her  waxing  worldliness  and 
un-Christian  compromise  with  partisan  interests  of 
privileged  groups  and  classes.  It  is  everywhere  alleged 
now  that  the  modern  church  is  debased  to  function  as  the 
hired  tool  of  the  dominant  group,  class,  or  interest  of 
the  social  order.  The  poor  believe  the  church  is  monop¬ 
olized  by  the  rich ;  the  Protestant  believes  religious  loy¬ 
alty  is  prostituted  by  the  Catholic;  the  Gentile,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Jew,  is  a  corrupt  expression  of  the  original 
religious  stream ;  the  colored  races  insistently  believe  the 
white  races  are  propagating  a  Christless  “Christianity” 
in  order  to  bolster  up  the  pagan  dogma  of  race  superior¬ 
ity.  And  so  it  is  inevitable  that  the  church  is  losing  its 
hold,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  it  eliminates  the 
corrupting  influences — political  venality,  race  prejudice, 
class  persecution,  dollar  worship,  ill-harmony  between 
preachment  and  practice — the  whole  un-christian  brood 
that  are  making  men  in  large  numbers  everywhere  think 
of  the  church  as  an  ordinary  social  institution  no  differ¬ 
ent,  no  more  meritorious  than  any  other  corrupt  tool  of 
special  worldly  interests. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IjimrAnoirAii  SnxH 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
DAVID  AND  GOLIATH 

THIRD  QUARTER.  LESSON  IV.  JULY  24 


Scripture  Lett  on — 1  Sam.  17. 

The  Time  Atpeet.  There  seems  to  be  an 
anachronism  in  the  chronicler’s  account  of 
events  in  David’s- life.  It  seems  that  the  event 
in  our  lesson  to-day  should  have  come  before 
David’s  selection  as  the  court  musician  and 
armor-bearer  to  the  king  (1  Sam.  1^.  Rea¬ 
sons  for  this  opinion  are:  (1)  David  is  here 
spoken  of  as  a  mere  stripling  of  a  youth  whom 
no  soldier  would  take  seriously  in  combat; 
while  there  he  is  spoken  of  as  a  valiant  man 
of  war  and  discretion,  whom  God  is  known 
to  be  with  (16.  18),  just  as  is  said  of  him 
after  his  successful  combat  with  Goliath.  (2) 
Here  Saul  does  not  know  who  David  is; 
while  if  David  had  already  been  for  some¬ 
time  the  court  musician  and  armor-'bearer  to 
the  king,  it  is  difficult,  to  see  how  Saul  could 
now  have  been  so  completely  ignorant  of  who 
he  was.  His  intermittent  insanity  could 
hardly  have  so  completely  destroyed  his  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  past  after  he  had  regained  his 
sanity.  But  this  time  element  is  chiefly  ^  of 
literary  interest}  the  purpose  and  teaching 
of  the  story  of  our  lesson  are  the  same  if 
we  ignore  this  element. 

The  Purpote  of  the  Story.  The  purpose 
of  this  story  is  not  simply  to  instruct  In  his¬ 
torical  events  in  David^s  life,  but  it  is  to  il¬ 
lustrate  certain  characteristics  of  David,  to 
teach  a  certain  lesson,  and  to  inspire  to  a 
certain  line  of  conduct.  David  became  a  man 
world  famous  for  his  mUitary  successes  and 
also  for  the  Intensity  of  his  religious  life. 
Courage  and  faith  and  patriotism  were  his 
most  outstanding  characteristics.  The  chron¬ 
icler  was  interested  in  showing  these  char¬ 
acteristics  of  his  life  even  from  his  youth 
(a  modern  chronicler  so  devoted  to  his  hero 
would  go  further  than  that  and  show  them 
even  in  his  childhood  I).  For  this  purpose 
there  was  no  finer  story  at  his  disposal  than 
the  story  of  David  and  Goliath  in  connection 
with  which  he  could  bring  in  incidently  Da¬ 
vid’s  courage,  faith,  and  love  as  a  sh^herd 
(17.  34-87).  Even  as  a  youth  he  feared  no 
enemy  in  defense  of  his  own:  he  valiantly 
attacked  the  lion  and  the  bear  at  close  range 
to  protect  his  sheep ;  and  he  valiantly  attacked 
at  close  range  the  terrible  giant  for  -tte  de¬ 
fense  and  honor  of  his  people  and  his  God 
whom  he  loved.  No  man  in  Saul’s  army  would 
have  feared  to  go  with  the  the  army  against 
the  Philistines;  but  no  man  in  Saul’s  army 
was  brave  enough  to  go  alone  against  the 
^ilistine.  That  David  as  a  mere  youth 
should  go  courageously  and  practically  de- 
fenselessly  against  the  giant  before  whom, 
not  only  all  of  Saul’s  soldiers,  but  all  of  his 
captains  and  Saul  himself  trembled  and 
feared — ^this  shows  that  the  glory  which  he 
won  for  hfanself  during  his  later  life  as  king 
and  commander-in-chief  of  Israel’s  armies 
was  not,  as  wm  the  case  with  Saul  (10.  10-12), 
due  to  any  thirteenth-hour  conversion,  or  any 
assumed  courage  and  faith  and  patriotism 
because  of  his  office,  but  was  due  to  char¬ 
acteristics  which  were  as  natural  to  him  as 
his  very  life,  and  which  early  manifested 
themselves  in  his  life  before  he  came  into 
office. 

But  not  only  does  the  chronicler  wish  to 
show  David  heroic  and  faithful  and  patriotic 
during  his  youth,  but  he  wishes  especially  to 
show  that  his  heroism  was  the  natural  re¬ 
sult  of  his  strong  faith  in  God,  and  that  he 
was  successful  in  what  would  be  considered 
by  an  ordinary  man  foolhardy  undertakings 
because  God  was  with  him,  and  that  God  was 
with  him  because  he  trusted  in  God  for  his 
success.  His  success  was  not  due  to  his 
natural  strength  or  terrifying  physique  and 
austere  countenance.  Saul  had  been  selected 
as  king  chiefly  for  these  reasons;  and  for 
the  same  reasons  Samuel  had  had  a  mind 
to  select  David’s  oldest  brother  as  Saul’s 
successor  (16.  7).  Gcfliath  had  all  these,  and 
failed  before  David.  And  Saul  and  Eliab 


with  these  failed  in  the  presence  of  Goliath; 
while  the  soft-faced  stripling  of  a  youth,  Da¬ 
vid,  triumphed  over  him.  His  success  was 
not  due  to  his  strength  nor  to  any  psycho¬ 
logical  effect  on  the  enemy  produced  by  his 
physical  appearance,  but  to  the  power  of 
God  manifested  in  'and  through  him. 

That  the  chronicler  had  some  such  purpose 
as  this  in  mind  is  indicated,  I  think,  by  the 
fact  that  the  flght  between  David  and  Goliath 
did  not  settle  anything,  and  had  no  appre¬ 
ciable  historical  importance.  The  relation 
between  the  Israelites  and  Philistines  re¬ 
mained  the  same  after  as  it  had  been  before 
the  duel. 

The  Let  ton  of  the  Story.  So  then  the  les¬ 
son  which  the  chronicler  wished  to  teach  by 
the  life  of  David  and  which  he  used  the  story 
of  David  and  Goliath  to  illustrate  in  the 
early  life  of  David,  is  the  same  that  was  later 
declared  by  Zechariah,  namely,  that  it  is  not 
by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  that  the  great  battles  of  life  are  won 
(Zech.  4.  5),  and  as  is  also  taught  in  Joshua 
and  elsewhere,  namely,  that  one  man  who 
trusts  in  God  and  whom  God  helps,  can  chase 
a  thousand  enemies  (Josh.  23.  10;  see  also 
Deut.  32.  30,  and  elsewhere).  One  of  these 
teachings  supplements  the  other.  And  no 
better  illustration  of  these  teachings  than  is 
furnished  by  the  story  of  David  and  Goliath 
can  be  found  anywhere  in  the  Bible.  I  un¬ 
derstand  that  either  before  or  during  the 
World  War  some  Germans  speculated  con¬ 
cerning  how  many  Frenchmen  or  Englishmen 
or  Russians  or  Americans,  and  so  on,  would 
be  required  to  equal  one  German.  I  forget 
the  numbers  decided  on.  But  they  amounted 
to  something  like  this:  one  German  equals  a 
dozen  Russians  or  eight  Frenchmen  or  six 
Englishmen  or  four  Americans,  and  so  on. 
That  meant  that  an  army  of  Germans  could 
lick  an  army  of  Russians  twelve  times  as 
large,  and  so  on !  Well,  in  the  story  of  Da¬ 
vid  and  Goliath  the  chronicler  teaches  us 
that  one  Hebrew  on  the  side  of  God  and 
with  God  on  his  side,  was  equal  to  a  whole 
army  of  “uncircumcized  Philistines.”  This  is 
what  is  meant  to-day  when  it  is  said  that  “one 
plus  God  equals  a  majority.” 

SAM  HUSTOir  COLLEGE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lbssok  fob  Sundat,  Jttlt  24,  1927 
“There  tvat  no  tword  in  the  hand  of  David” 
(By  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.)  . 

It  took  courage  to  meet  Goliath.  David 
had  it,  and  he  was  the  only  one  in  the  armies 
of  Israel  who  did  have  courage.  All  others 
feared  and  cowered  before  the  Dragging  giant 
who  knew  not  the  meaning  of  bravery.  The 
whole  fighting  business  is  a  cowardly  ven¬ 
ture.  iSie  whole  world  will  ultimately  be 
conquered  without  the  sword.  It  requires 
faith  to  meet  the  Philistines  without  a  sword, 
but  it  is  the  only  way  a  real  victojw  can  be 
won.  Christians  have  been  compelled  to  flght, 
but  if  Christ  had  His  way  every  sword  would 
be  sheathed. 

The  chief  problem  now  in  mission  lands 
is  concerning  protection  of  missionaries. 
Shall  they  rely  upon  the  armed  forces  from 
the  homeland  for  their  protection,  or  shall 
they  trust  the  mercy  of  the  people  to  whom 
they  are  sent  and  the  protection  of  heaven? 
There  is  a  strong  feeling  among  missionaries 
and  many  of  their  supporters  at  home  that 
it  would  be  better  to  have  no  sword  repre¬ 
sented  in  their  hand.  Then  with  the  pebbles 
of  truth  which  they  can  use,  the  Goliaths  of 
prejudice  and  unbelief  will  be  compelled  t<* 
yield  to  the  truth  of  God’s  Word. 

David  and  Goliath  represent  two  great 
kingdoms  in  this  world.  Between  these  king¬ 
doms  there  is  being  waged  the  eternal  con¬ 
flict.  Goliath  represented  the  kingdom  of 
darkness.  He  had  all  the  equipment  and 
training  which  it  provides.  He  talked  like 
one  schooled  in  all  its  tactics.  He  wore  the 
habiliments  of  its  warfare.  He  was  a 
hardened  sinner,  clad  in  all  the  armour  of 
unrighteousness.  David  was  young,  with  the 
blush  of  innocence  on  his  countenance.  He 
knew  only  the  faith  of  his  fathers,  and  had 
grown  to  believe  God,  in  whose  strength 
alone  he  went  out  to  meet  the  Philistine 
army.  Goliath  fell,  and  the  army  fled. 

This  lesson  clearly  illustrates  how  this 
world  is  to  be  conquered  for  God,  and  there 
is  no  other  way.  If  we  could  turn  loose  in 
every  place  of  sin  and  heathenism  a  few 
Christian  youths  who  believed  God  and  would 
trust  Him  and  live  for  Him,  with  no  sword 
in  hand,  but  just  the  skill  and  bravery  of 
those  who  had  fought  the  lion  and  bear  of 
their  own  temptations  and  passions  and  had 
conquered,  the  Lord  would  quickly  give  them 
the  whole  world.  Can  we  not  have  hundreds 
like  David? 

OAHMOX  SEMIXABY. 


Epworth  League  Topic 


J  U  L  Y  2 


By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 
CONTEMPORARY  PROPHETS— GANDHI 

(Gal.  2.  20) 


This  topic,  and  the  one  for  next  week,  will 
introduce  us  to  two  men  who  are  very  much 
in  the  mind  of  the  world  at  this  time.  Our 
subject  calls  them  prophets.  The  meaning 
of  the  word  prophet  is  largely  misunderstood 
by  most  of  us.  Prophet,  to  us,  means  one 
who  has  the  power  to  foretell  coming  events. 
That  is  not  the  original  idea  of  the  word. 
The  word  is  of  Greek  origin.  The  “pro” 
part  of  it  is  a  preflx  which  means  “for”  or 
“on  behalf  of.”  The  “phet”  part  of  it  is  a 
word  which  means  to  say  or  speak.  The 
word,  therefore,  means  to  speak  on  behalf 
of.  This  was  the  idea  of  the  prophet  among 
the  ancient  Jews.  Their  propnets  were  men 
who  in  a  special  way  represented  God  in 
their  speaking.  Their  message  was  Johovah’s 
message. 

Gandhi— the  Man.  One  of  the  most  re¬ 
markable  men  on  earth  to-day  is  the  man 
whose  full  name  is  Mohandas  Karamchand 
Gandhi.  He  is  described  as  a  little  thin-faced 
man  who  goes  barefooted,  wears  a  white  cap. 


eats  fruits  and  rice.  He  is  nearly  sixty  years 
old.  He  was  trained  in  the  University  of 
London  as  a  lawyer.  He  belongs  to  the 
group  of  people  whom  we  call  East  Indians, 
to  distinguish  them  from  American  Indians. 
After  practicing  law  for  many  years  in  his 
own  country  and  then  in  South  Africa,  he 
abandoned  the  law  to  take  up  the  cause  of 
his  people  against  the  English  rule  in  India. 

Gandhi— Hit  Metsage.  Gandhi  believes 
his  people  ought  to  have  home  rule,  and  he 
is  leading  a  revolution  to  win  this  home 
rule.  But  it  is  the  strangest  kind  of  a  revo¬ 
lution.  There  are  no  soldiers,  no  fighting. 
It  is  a  revolution  in  which  no  kind  of  physical 
force  is  used.  Gandhi,  like  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
docs  not  believe  in  war  and  bloodshed. 
Strange  to  say,  he  does  not  call  himself  a 
Christian.  He  is  a  Hindu.  We  call  people 
like  Gandhi  heathen.  I  wish  I  could  feel 
that  a  small  fraction  of  the  people  who  sit 
in  the  amen  corners  in  America  were  as  good 
Christians  as  Gandhi.  He  believes  in  the  ir- 
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resistible  power  of  goodness  and  love.  Chris¬ 
tian  America,  Christian  England,  and  all  the 
other  Chrsitian  nations,  so-called,  are  getting 
rtady  with  all  their  might  to  get  what  they 
want  in  the  future  by  means  of  cannon  and 
machine  guns  and  destructive  aircraft.  These 
Christian  nations  believe  Jesus  was  talking 
“applesauce”  when  He  said,  “The  meek  shall 
inherit  the .  earth.”  'Gandhi  believes  Jesus 


Little  Stories  ( 

What  the  Churches 
Are  Doing 

Sprina  Hill,  Tean.— The  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  is  going  forward.  Our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  A.  Springer,  has  just  closed  a  great 
revival.  The  meeting  was  conducted  by  Sis¬ 
ter  M.  L.  Linmon  and  the  Rev,  M.  L.  Smith. 
We  raised  $11.87.— Mrs.  B.  Cheairs,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Pope,  Tenn. — June  26  was  the  reg^ar  pas¬ 
toral  day.  The  Rev.  W.  M.  Carter  was  at 
his  post  and  delivered  a  splendid  sermon 
that  all  enjoyed.  ChUdren’s  Day  was  ob¬ 
served  and  a  splendid  program  was  rendered. 
Collection  for  the  day  was  $9.80.  Pray  for 
our  success.— C.  L.  Howard,  Reporter. 

Brandon,  Mies. — On  Sunday  night,  June  19, 
the  Children’s  Day  program  of  Wesley 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  suc¬ 
cessfully  rendered,  conducted  by  the  super¬ 
intendent,  Mrs.  Ina  A.  Taper,  who  devotes 
most  of  her  time  to  the  training  of  young 
people  in  ihe  church  work.  Raised  for  World 
Service,  $12.  We  are  small  in  number,  but 
are  working  to  do  better. — Ida  Mae  Spence, 
Reporter. 

Memphis,  Tenn. — Children’s  Day  was  ob¬ 
served  at  Bethel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
conducted  by  Mrs.  Felicia  Owens.  The  pro¬ 
gram  was  well  rendered  and  the  children 
played  well  their  parts  to  the  delight  of  all 
present.  We  were  favored  with  a  talk  by 
Mrs.  King,  one  of  the  patrons  of  Booker  T. 
Washington  High  School.  A  nice  collection 
was  raised.- The  Rev.  A.  L.  Nelson,  Pastor; 
Virginia  Dare  Wilson,  Reporter. 

Alexandria,  La, — St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  .Church;  Our  revival  has  just  closed 
with  four  souls  saved  to  the  credit  of  the 
church,  and  the  meeting  was  a  success  from 
beginning  to  end.  The  Rev.  W.  L.  Dyas, 
pastor,  conducted  the  evangelistic  work.  He 
was  assisted  by  the  Rev.  C.  Johnson  and  the 
Rev.  McHarrison,  of  our  church.  The  Rev. 
.S.  C.  Walker,  of  the  Central  Alabama  Con¬ 
ference,  preached  the  closing  sermon. — Bessie 
Kennedy,  Reporter. 

DeKalh,  Miss. — Preston  circuit,  Bethlehem 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  June  6  was  a 
very  successful  day  with  us.  The  sermon 
for  the  day  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  M.  C. 
Hickman  from  the  Little  Church,  Henderson 
Ridge,  after  which  a  nice  program  was  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  superintendent  and  teachers  of 
the  Sunday  school.  A  total  collection  of 
$17.41  was  raised.  One  soul  was  added  to  the 
church.  Dinner  was  served  on  the  grounds. 
Pray  for  our  success. — Arlena  Coleman,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Morgantown,  Ky. — On  Mothers’  Day  a 
program  was  rendered  at  our  church.  On 
May  18  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  H.  Washington, 
preached  a  wonderful  sermon  from  the  sub¬ 
ject,  Where  Art  Thou?”  (Gen.  3.  9).  Our 
Children’s  Day  program  was  rendered  June 
19,  at  3  P.  M.,  to  a  crowded  house.  Our  of¬ 
fering  was  $4.  Two  have  joined  our  con¬ 
stituent  roll  for  prayer — an  old  man  and  a 
young  girl.  Pray  for  us  and  our  pastor  that 
his  work  may  oe  crowned  with  success. — 
Katie  Luvall,  Reporter. 

Red  Star.  W.  Va. — The  corner  stone  of 
Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  laid 
by  Lights  Lodge  of  Hill  Top  A..  P.  &  A.  M., 

C.  M.  Ellis,  worshipful  master.  The  Rev. 
F,.  A.  Haynes  preached  the  sermon,  which 
was  a  masterpiece  and  a  spiritual  feast  for 


Imew  what  He  was  talking  about  Gandhi, 
therefore,  believes  he  and  his  people  will  win 
what  they  want  by  the  Jesus  method. 
Wouldn’t  it  be  strange  If  this  heathen  should 
teach  us  Christians  how  to  fulfill  the  teachings 
of  Jesus? 

Read  the  life  of  Gandhi  written  by  Ro- 
main  RoUand. 
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le  throng  that  heard  him.  At  night  the 
Rev.  C.  D.  Hughes,  of  Montgomery,  preached 
at  8  o’clock  and  another  feast  was  enjoyed. 
We  take  this  opportunity  to  say  that  a  new 
day  has  dawned  for  Wesley  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  at  Red  Star.— J.  R.  Washing¬ 
ton,  Pastor. 

Alley,  Qa. — On  the  fourth  Sunday  in  June 
we  celebrated  Children’s  Day.  A  very  splen¬ 
did  and  interesting  program  was  ren^red 
by  the  Sunday  school.  C<^ection  was  taken 
by  two  young  men  and  two  young  ladies; 
raised  $14.77.  The  program  was  conducted 
by  Miss  Sallie  Edg^rton,  and  music  was  fur¬ 
nished  by  Miss  Christine  Griner.  Our  church 
work  is  progressing  nicely,  and  we  ask  the 
prayers  of  all  readers  of  the  Southwestern 
that  we  may  continue  to  be  more  faithful 
to  the  cause  of  Christ.— The  Rev.  D.  G. 
Greer,  Pastor;  C.  Wiggs,  Reporter. 

Martin,  Tenn. — The  second  Sunday  in  June 
was  a  high  day  with  us.  McCabe’s  Temple 
was  beautifully  decorated  for  Children’s  Day 
exercises  which  were  held  at  8  P.  M.,  di¬ 
rected  by  Mrs.  M.  M.  Ransom  and  Mrs. 
Ella  Gilbert.  The  school  rendered  “Gretchen’s 
Wondrous  Adventure,”  which  received  many 
compliments.  Collection,  $17.  Our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  J.  S.  Hughlett,  preached  a  wonder¬ 
ful  sermon  at  11  A.  M.  from  the  life  of 
Joseph.  We  have  covered  our  church  and 
paid  for  it,  which  amounted  to  $300.  We 
now  have  a  vested  choir.— Goldie  England. 
Reporter. 

Jasper,  Texas — June  12  was  a  high  day  at 
Neely  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Sonier,  was  at 
his  best  at  the  11  o’clock  service.  Hfe  text 
was  taken  from  Prov.  22.  6.  Sixteen  were 
baptised  and  twenty-four  added  to  the 
church.  At  8.30  P.  M.  a  pronam  was  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  children,  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hadnott.  It  was  the  best 
program  ever  witnessed  at  this  church.  The 
Epworth  League  is  doing  fine  work 'under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  Pilate  Renfro,  a  man  who 
has  the  work  at  heart.  Dr.  J.  Storke,  pastor 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  white,  preached 
to  our  group. — Reporter. 

Hugo,  Okla. — Under  the  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  J.  D.  Gibson,  since  our  last  .Annual 
Conference,  seven  members  have  been  added 
to  the  church.  We  are  glad  to  report  that 
our  full  quota  for  World  Service  has  been 
raised  and  sent  into  the  office.  Our  district 
superintendent.  Dr.  J,  H.  Ellis,  has  been 
paid  up  to  date,  and  we  are  taking  care  of 
our  pastor  as  we  go.  Through  the  untiring 
efforts  of  the  members,  we  have  bought  and 
paid  for  a  nice  three-room  parsonage.  Our 
plans  are  to  build  a  church  this  Conference 
year.  We  have  some  lumber  on  the  grounds 
and  have  a  neat  sum  of  money  on  hand  and 
many  pledges.  With  the  help  of  God  and 
others  we  are  going  to  build  a  church  in 
Hugo.  Pray  for  us. — Reporter. 

Watertown,  Tenn. — On  Saturday  evening, 
June  25,  the  Willing  Workers  gave  a  measur¬ 
ing  party  at  Dowell  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and  raised  $10.83  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  beautifying  the  church.  On  Sunday, 
June  26,  at  11  A.  M.,  our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
A.  D.  Butler,  preached  an  able  sermon  and 
administered  the  Lord’s  Supper."  At  3  P.  M. 
the  “Ten  to  Win  One”  gave  a  rally  for  the 
benefit  of  the  church.  A  paper  on  the  “Two 
Extra  Pennies”  was  read  by  Miss  lone  Alex¬ 
ander;  solo  by  Miss  S.  Alexander.  The  Rev. 
R.  F.  Alexander  preached  an  excellent  ser¬ 
mon  from  Neh.  2.  18;  collection,  $11.66.  At 


7  P  M.  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Carter,  pastor  of 
Murfreesboro  circuit,  preached  for  us.  We 
are  always  glad  to  have  him  with  us.  We 
are  doing  a  great  work;  pray  for  us.— S.  H. 
Alexander,  Reporter. 

Corpus  Christi,  Texas— St  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  We  are  still  advancing  In 
While  we  have  not  raised  our 
full  quota  for  World  Service,  we  are  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  last  year  on  general  claims.  We 
have  given  no  suppers  this  year;  the  leaders 
bring  the  money  on  Monday  nights  for  the 
support  of  the  church.  With  a  membership 
of  seventy,  we  have  raised  more  than  $1,000 
up-to-date.  When  we  came  here  eighteen 
months  ago  we  had  no  parsonage  and  no 
furniture.  We  built  the  parsonage  at  a  cost 
of  $1)000,  and  put  into  tnc  parsonage  fund- 
ture  to  the  amount  of  $250.  The  parsonage 
and  furniture  have  been  paid  for  excepting 
a  balance  of  $197.  Nearly  all  claims,  in¬ 
cluding  pastor’s  salary,  are  up-to-fiate,  and 
we  are  adding  new  members  to  the  church 
every  Sabbath.— W.  M-  Whtte,  Pastor. 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Gordon  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcraal  Church:  At  the  11  o’clock 
service  on  Sunday,  June  5,  love  feast  and 
general  class  meting  were  held  and  en¬ 
joyed  by  all.  We  were  favored  with  the 
presence  of  Dr.  Gordon,  of  Chattanooga,  who 
spoke  to  us  at  the  morning  service.  He 
spoke  from  the  subj^,  “To  Have  the  Mind 
of  Christ.”  Thir^-elght  persons  were  bap¬ 
tized.  ITie  Rev.  T.  B.  Blackman  Is  a  won¬ 
derful  speaker.  We  are  always  glad  to  have 
him  conduct  our  revivals.  The  Children’s 
Day  exercises  were  splendidly  conducted  by 
Mrs.  L.  D.  Moore.  Too  much  praise  cannot 
be  given  Mrs.  Moore  and  Miss  Dixon  for 
their  splendid  work.  The  rally  was  quite  a 
success  on  June  26;  raised  $1,066.14.  The 
pastor  is  asking  each  club  to  make  a  report. 
—The  Rev.  H.  P.  Gordon,  Pastor;  Mrs.  F. 
A.  Vaughter,  Reporter. 

Muskogee,  Oklo.- Bishop  and  Mrs.  I.  B. 
Scott  were  the  honored  guests  of  Spencer 
Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
March  29,  30.  While  they  were  on  a  busi¬ 
ness  trip  to  Ft.  Gibson,  Okla.,  the  pastor  and 
members  invited  him  to  deliver  his  famous 
address  on  Africa,  which  he  delivered  in  the 
auditorium  of  the  Manual  Training  High 
School  to  the  delight  of  all  present.  In 
spite  of  the  downpour  of  rain  at  that  hour, 
we  had  an  appreciative  audience.  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Scott  were  entertained  in  the 
home  of  Attorney  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Bruce.  The 
evening  of  the  20th,  Bishop  Scott,  Mrs.  J. 
H.  Ellis,  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Leroy  Fields 
were  the  happy  guests  at  dinner  in  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  L.  Hughes,  1317 
Fondulac  Street.  Wednesday  evening  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Scott  were  entertained  at  dinner 
by  Mrs.  J.  H.  Ellis  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Fields.  We  look  yearningly  to  the  day  when 
they  shall  visit  us  again.  After  the  lecture 
the  ladies  served  in  honor  of  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Scott. — Reporter. 

Stamps,  Ark. — Owen  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  on  the  upward  move. 
We  have  just  closed  a  successful  drive  for 
the  trustees.  We  have  remodeled  the  parson¬ 
age  at  a  cost  of  $175.  We  have  also  put 
water  at  the  door  of  the  parsonage.  About 
$50  worth  of  repairs  to  the  church  has  been 
made.  About  two  and  one-half  years  ago  I 
was  assigned  to  Stamps  and  Canfield,  Ark. 

I  found  a  very  loyal  membership  at  both 
places.  The  parsonage  was  a  dry  weather 
house,  and  at  Canfield  I  found  the  church 
building  in  a  very  bad  condition.  The  pastor 
and  the  members  got  together  and  the  work 
began.  After  raising  a  certain  amount  for 
the  church  the  church  was  torn  down  and 
the  new  building  begun.  Thus  far  without 
asking  one  penny  from  the  board  we  are  wor¬ 
shiping  in  the  new  budding.  When  the  church 
is  completed  it  will  be  worth  about  $7,000. 
With  the  help-  of  God  and  the  loyal  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  places  we  will  go  to  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  with  a  round  report  on  all 
of  our  claims.— G.  G.  Troupe,  Pastor. 

Greensboro,  N.  C.— After  returning  from 
the  Annual  Conference,  the  writer  decided 
that  the  Northwest  Greensboro  charge  should 
not  stand  at  the  foot  of  the  list  of  appoint- 
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ments  In  benevolences.  I  said  to  my  people  ance.  It  was  seemingly  one  of  the  best  Sab-  our  city 
that  I  did  not  like  to  be'  at  the  foot  in  any-  baths  we  have  spent  for  a  long  time.  At  11  gons,  w 
thing,  and  that  my  motto  was,  “Keep  on  A.  M.  the  partor,  Rev.  F.  D.  Thomas,  delicious 
going.”  We  have  a  heavy  debt  for  our  num-  J>reacJied  a  Fathers’  Day  sermon  from  the  Boyd.  . 
ber,  but  If  we  keep  going  on  we  will  sue-  text,  Ephesians  6.  4.  This  was  attended  by  ers  and 
ce^.  They  were  again  impressed  with  the  a  lar«  number  of  the  fathers  of  our  city,  than  for 
fact  that  they  are  rated  by  benevolent  giv-  and  all  can  say  it  was  an  excellent  sermon,  staunch 
ing,  and  not  by  what  was  psdd  the  pastor  one  that  will  help  improve  our  home  life  as  Methodli 
or  superintoident.  We  launched  our  drive  well  as  our  church  life.  At  8  P.  M.  a  Fathers’  of  Mr. 
for  benevolences  and  urg^  every  member  to  Day  program  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  Lucy  surprise 

pay  something.  Ten  were  appointed  as  heads  Moore,  in  which  many  took  part,  and  a  very  ““  “ 

of  clubs,  one  'idling  out  by  the  wayside.  The  large  number  of  the  fathers  and  young  men 
drive  was  to  come  off  the  fourth  Sunday  in  were  present.  They  were  given  the  front 
May.  On  that  day  we  raised  $112— for  pews  of  the  church.  After  the  beautiful  pro- 
WOTld  Service,  $100;  for  Conference  Claim-  gram,  one  of  our  dear  old  fathers  and  a 

ants,  $12.  We  are  expecting  to  go  to  Con-  member  of  the  Valley  Street  Baptist  Church, 

ference  in  class  “A.”  The  flowing  captains  who  has  been  an  example  to  the  fathers  of 

reported:  Mrs.  P.  Price,  $20;  Mrs.  E.  Smith, 

$19;  Mrs.  A.  Miller,  $16;  Mrs.  T.  F.  Slade, 

$14.40;  Miss  E.  M.  Holt,  $16.28;  Mrs.  M. 

MUler,  $11.05;  Mrs.  L.  F.  Foster,  $10;  Mrs.  JIlSTriCL 

Z.  Dennie,  4,  and  Mr.  W.  A.  McAdoo,  $2.37. 

— N.  S.'  T.  Shamborguer,  Pastor.  j 

,  „  ,  Distnct  Rounds 

Theodore,  A  lo.— Harper’s  Chapel  Meth-  _ 

odist  £pi8Copal  Church  is  progressing  nicely.  ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Sunday,  .M^  22,  a  contest  was  staged  be-  Fourth  Bound — Zoolla,  August  8;  Bayou 
tween  the  Rev.  S.  B.  Thornton,  pastor  of  Sea,  4;  Many,  6;  Pineflat,  6,  7;  Fisher,  7; 

Haiper’s  Chapel,  and  the  Rev.  Blevins,  of  Pleasant  Hill  Ct.,  8-10;  Mt.  Zion,  11;  Shady 
Little  Zion  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Grove,  12-14;  Trenton  and  South  Mansfield, 

Zion  Church.  The  Rev.  Thornton  raised  $60  14,  15  •  MarthaviUe  and  Rosie,  19-21 ;  St.  Paul, 

and  the  Rev.  Blevins  and  his  forces  raised  21  (11  A.  M.) ;  Robeline,  22;  Powhattan,  23; 

$^  The  Rev.  Thornton  won  the  prize,  which  Grande  Ecore  Ct.,  24,  26;  Cane  River  Ct., 
was  $2  in  cash.  On  Sunday,  May  29,  a  rally  26-W;  Colfax,  September  8;  Campti,  9;  Allen, 
was  on  at  Harper’s  Qiapd;  the  amount  of  11;  Natchitoches,  11-18;  Pineville,  14;  Wil- 
$84  was  raised.  Several  visitors  from  adja-  ton,  Alexandria,  16;  St.  Paul,  Alexandria, 
cent  villages  were  present  and  rendered  serv-  I6;  Boyce  and  Village,  18;  Boyce,  St.  Paul, 
ice.  We  also  had  many  visiting  ministers  18  (7.30  P.  M.);  Rapides,  19;  Newman,  20; 
who  broke  the  bread  of  life  to  us  on  that  Buimie,  21;  Cottonport  Ct.,  22;  Cheney ville, 
day.  On  June  4  and  6  our  third  Quarterly  28;  Boonville,  24,  26;  Lacompte  Ct.,  26,  27; 

Conference  was  held,  with  the  Rev.  P.  P.  Rigolets,  October  9  HI  A.  M.). 

Wright  presiding.  Several  of  the  officers  Dear  Brethren:  Many  difficulties  have  at- 
were  present  and  bad  good  reports.  On  tended  this  year’s  activities,  but  through  it  Sealy  circuit 
Sunday,  June  6,  the  district  superintendent  all  the  Lord  has  brought  us  out  in  advance  - 

preached  a  w<mderfnl  sermcm  on  “Christian  of  last  year.  Let  us  thank  God  and  give 
Faith.”  He  preached  this  in  its  fullness,  praise  to  His  holy  name  and  go  forward 
The  superintendent  was  paid  In  full,  $22.  with  greater  zeal,  knowing  that  as  long  as 
The  Rev.  C.  P.  Payne,  our  pastor  at  Butaw,  we  faithfully  follow  Him  no  failure  can  be 
was  with  IIS  for  ten  days,  and  ,we  were  en-  had. — S.  S.  Earles,  Dist.  Supt. 
gaged  in  a  week’s  meeting  which  all  en¬ 
joyed.  This  is  our  pastor’s  third  year  with 
us,  and  we  are  very  much  pleased  with  his 
work.  We  are  planning  to  remodel  our 
church. — Robert  Young,  Reporter. 

MarehaU,  Jfo.— May  20  was  a  great  day 
in  Marshi^  Mo.,  the  occasion  being  the 
meeting  of  the  District  Stewards  and  Pas- 
'tors’  Council  of  the  Kansas  City  District. 

After  devoticHis,  the  district  superintendent 
opened  the  meeting  with  a  huming  message 
from  the  heart  wUch  went  to  the  hearts  of 
all  who  heard  him.  As  each  charge  was 
called,  representatives  responded,  having  no 


in  advance  sdong  all  lines,  and  with  this  godly 
leader,  loyal  members,  and  faithful  pastors 
this  district  is  bound  to  succeed. — J.  P.  Wat¬ 
son,  Reporter. 

•  PACHUTA,  MISS 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
June  11,  12,  at  George  Chapel,  with  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Smith  in  the  chair.  The  reports 
showed  that  the  work  is  progressing.  We 
are  building  two  new  churches.  The  district 
superintendent  preached  two  flne  sermons  to 
a  crowded  house.  Paid  superintendent  in 
full,  $20;  raised  during  the  Conference, 
$30.06;  raised  for  all  purposes  during  the 
quarter,  $169.18. — J.  McFee. 

SEALY,  TEXAS 

Sunday,  June  6,  was  a  high  day  on  the 
Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  entertained  our  third  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  with  our  beloved  and  energetic  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Newton, 
presiding.  Our  reports  on  Saturday  pleased 
the  superintendent  very  much,  and  he  was 
all' smiles  as  he  expressed  'his  delight  in  bow 
the  officers  stood  at  their  posts  of  duty. 
Twenty-two  dollars  was  raised,  after  which 
the  superintendent  made  remarks,  referring 
to  the  good  condition  of  the  work  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Frank.  He  laid 
stress  on  the  Wiley  Endowment  campaign  to 
the  extent  that  every  heart  was  turned  that 
way.  At  11  A.  M.,  Sunday,  the  superintend¬ 
ent  preached  ah  able  sermon,  and  at  8  P.  M. 
we  witnessed  another  wonderful  sermon  by 
the  Rev.  I.  Riley,*  of  Mt.  Zion  Colored  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Sunny  Side,  Texas, 
who  was  present  with  his  congregation.  The 
superintendent  was  paid  $84;  World  Service, 
$6.  At  8  P.  M.  we  worshiped  at  Coles  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  where  we  closed 
the  Conference.  The  superintendent  preached 
to  the  delight  of  all.  Ten  dollars  was  raised 
for  WUey;  total  raised  during  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  $64.66;  paid  superintendent  in  full,  $38. 
We  assure  him  we  will  do  our  best  for  all 
causes.  He  stated  that  we  had  led  the 
Navasota  District  this  quarter. — Mrs.  M.  E. 
Garland,  Reporter. 


HATTIESBURG  DISTRICT 

Third  Bound — Bay  Springs,  August  9,  10; 
Mossville,  12;  Mallmieu,  18,  14;  Wesley,  16, 
17;  St.  Paul,  Laurel,  1^21;  Hattiesburg,  St. 
Paul,  26-28;  Bentley  Chapel,  27,  28;  Hatties¬ 
burg  Mission,  September  2;  Sumrall,  8,  4; 
Bllisville,  6,  7;  Heidelberg,  8,  9;  Paulding, 
10,  11;  Pachuta,  16;  West  Enterprise,  17,  18; 
State  Line,  20;  Shubuta,  22,  23;  Waynesboro 
and  Matherville,  24,  25;  Shubuta  circuit,  Oc¬ 
tober  1,  2;  Quitman,  4;  Enterprise,  8,  9; 
Salem  and  Morgan  Hill,  27;  Desota,  28. 

Dear  Brother  Pastor:  Our  District  Con¬ 
ference  is  fast  approaching  us.  August  8-7 
is  the  date.  Push  your  benevolence  and  make 
a  round  report.  We  made  a  good  report  at 
roll  call;  ^77  in  advance  of  last  year.  Do 


decrease,  out  in  most  cases  there  was  a  raise 
on  district  superintendent’s  dahn.  Great 
stress  was  put  on  the  raising  of  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  and  a  commission  of  five  pastors,  namely, 
the  Revs.  W.  H.  Wheeler,  R.  H.  Young,  H. 
T.  Reeves,  H.  J.  Harrison,  and  F.  D.  Avant, 
was  appointed  to  look  after  World  Service 
in  each  charge.  St.  Mark’s,  Kansas  City, 
sent  two  representatives  to  the  meeting  to 
assure  us  that  St  Mark’s  could  care  for  the 
District  Ctmference.  So  earnest  was  their 
plea  that  we  could  not  refrain  accepting  the 
invitation.  Our  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  E.  W.  Hannah,  has  the  work  of  the 
district  well  in  hand  and  victory  is  assured. 
R.  W.  H.  Wheeler,  our  polite  and  courteous 
president  'sad  his  untiring  stewardess 


Quarterly  Conferences  District  Conference  and 
ARCADIA,  FLA.  Convention 

We  were  glad  to  have  present  with  us  at  MERIDIAN  DISTRICT  CONVENTION 
Pleai^t  Hill  M^odist  Episcopal  Church  Meridian  District  Convention  of  the  Sun- 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  ^  Ep^^rth  League,  and  Ladies’ 

e'  ‘‘i®  “otored  here  ^tn  Chapel  Meth- 

from  Fort  Myers  to  hold  the  second  ^ar-  Episcopal  Church  at  Philadelphia, 

terly  inference.  We  paid  the  raperintend-  This  was  one  of  the 

^t  $11.  After  spewing  the  night  with  Bro.  ^est  conventions  that  has  been  held  on  the 
N.  Clemons,  district  Reward,  he  left  for  Meridian  District.  The  convention  opened 
Orlando  and  Haines  City  and  other  pointe  Wednesday.  We  were  blessed  by  having  a 
north.-The  Rev.  E.  W.  Oarrlson,  Pastor;  A.  wooderful^ermon  by  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Jolm- 
C.  Jones,  Reporter.  Thursday  morning,  June  16,  at  9.80, 

irr»or'T¥Toim  mtcc  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  9ro.  G. 

itUSOXUSJLU,  Misa.  ^  Fielder.  The  president  appointed  the 

On  the  second  Sunday  in  June  our  second  following  committees:  Committee  on  finance. 
Quarterly  Conference  was  held  with  District  the  Rev.  S.  L.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Hattie  Smith, 
Superintendent  C.  V.  Heffner  presiding.  Two  and  Mrs.  King;  statistical  committee,  the 
splendid  sermons  were  delivered  by  the  su-  Rev.  A.  L.  Bohannon,  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Riley, 
perintendeirt  Many  were  present  with  Mrs.  Evelyn  Spencer,  Prof.  Houston;  nomi- 
splendid  reports.  It  can  be  said  of  our  dis-  nating  committee,  Mrs.  Grenada  McKee, 
trict  superintendent  that  he  is  a  leader  of  Miss  Green,  Mr.  Freeman  RiW,  and  the 
men  and  a  brother  beloved.  The  district  is  Rev.  I.  L.  Hunt.  The  Rev.  S.  L.  Harrison 
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was  -elected  as  reporter  to  the  Southwestern 
m  Christian  Advocate.  The  committee  on  ac- 
"  counts.  Miss  Pauline  Houston,  Miss  Ethel 
Gray,  and  Mrs.  Hensen.  The  president’s  re¬ 
port  was  read  and  received.  The  business 
manamr  of  the  Southwestern,  Prof.  R.  H. 
McAllister,  was  presented  and  made  a  won¬ 
derful  speech.  The  president  called  the  roll 
and  more  than  $106  was  collected  by  the 
auxiliaries.  The  following  topics  were  dis¬ 
cussed:  “How  May  We  Keep  the  Boys  of  the 
Teen  Age  in  the  Sunday  School?”  “How  to 
Develop  the  Home  Department  of  the  Cradle 
Roll,”  “The  Relation  of  the  Sunday  School 
to  the  Church,”  “How  to  Make  the  Young 
People  Love  the  League,”  “The  Organiza- 
_  tion  of  the  Ladies’  Aid — Its  Work,  When,  and 
Where,”  “The  Importance  of  Attending  the 
League  Institute  at  Waveland,”  “How  to 
Save  the  District  Parsonage.”  The  topics 
were  of  vital  importance  tp  the  various  aux¬ 
iliaries  and  were  wonderfully  discussed  by 
the  delegates.  Dr.  J.  B.  F.  Shaw  was  pres¬ 
ent  and  made  a  strong  appeal  for  Haven 
Teachers  College.  A  good  sum  was  collected 
for  that  purpose.  The  Rev.  D.  L.  Morgan, 
our  district  superintendent,  was  present 
throughout  the  convention  and  helped  in 
every  way  possible.  The  following  ministers 
preached  wonderful  sermons:  the  Revs.  T. 
H.  Johnson,  A.  L.  Bohannon,  A.  Nelson,  J. 
A.  Williams,  I.  L.  Hunt,  H.  K.  Roberts. 
Tbe  welcome  address  was  delivered  by  Sister 
Lee  Hardy  in  behalf  of  the  Methodist 
Church;  welcome  address  in  behalf  of  the 
Baptist  Church  by  the  Rev.  Morris;  response 
by  the  district  superintendent,  Rev.  D.  L. 
Morgan. 

Saturday,  June  18,  was  set  aside  for  elec¬ 
tion  of  officers;  they  were  elected  as  follows: 
district  president  of  the  Sunday  school,  Bro. 
James  Lagronne;  vice-president,  Mrs.  King; 
district  president  of  the  Epwortb 
Miss  N.  Green;  vice-president.  Miss  A.  Riiey; 
district  president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid,  Mrs. 
E.  Spencer;  vice-president,  Mrs.  L.  Henson; 
general  secretary  of  the  convention.  Miss  E. 
Moody;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Gray;  general  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  .of  .  the .  Junior  League, 
Bro.  A.  Fielder;  field  agent,  the  Rev.  A.  L. 
Bohannon.*  The  meeting  was  royally  enter- 
stained  Saturday  by  the  sisters  of  the  Good¬ 
ie  way  Baptist  Church. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  good  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  may  they  entertained.  The  Rev. 
Morris,  the  Baptist  minister,  spared  no  pains 
in  making  everything  pleasant  for  us.  The 
Rev.  E.  W.  Rogers  and  his  good  people  of 
Philadelphia  highly  entertained  the  conven¬ 
tion  throu^out  the  session.  Too  much  can¬ 
not  be  said  of  them.  The  convention  closed 
to  meet  at  Union,  Miss.,  1928. — The  Rev.  S. 
L.  Harrison,  Reporter. 

Obituaries 

AMMONS — Mrs.  Eliza  Ammons,  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  Martin  Grove  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Vaiden  (Miss.)  circuit, 
departed  this  life  March  31,  1927,  in  full  tri¬ 
umph  of  faith.  She  died  from  heart  failure. 
She  was  faithful  to  every  duty  in  the  church ; 
was  a  class  leader  and  stewardess  for  quite 
a  number  of  years.  She  spent  her  life  in  the 
service  of  others.  Sister  Ammons  was  a 
loving  mother  and  a  faithful  wife.  She  was 
the  mother  of  twelve  children,  and  leaves  to 
mourn  her  passing  a  husband,  five  children, 
and  a  host  of  friends.  The  church  and  com¬ 
munity  wili  miss  her  greatly.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Holmes, 
her  pastor.  She  was  a  member  of  the  church 
for  forty-five  years  and  had  been  married  for 
forty  years.  Eulogies  were  read  by  Mr. 
Richard  Wrathel,  the  Rev.  H.  Cain,  and  Mr. 
P.  H.  Blackmon. — Mrs.  N.  C.  Holmes,  Re¬ 
porter. 

AUSTIN — Martha  Jane  Austin  was  born  in 
Atalla,  Ala.,  February  28,  1854;  was  married 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  to  John  Austin,  to 
which  union  fifteen  children  were  born.  She 
Was  converted  .forty-five  years  ago  and  joined 
me  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She,  with 
ter  husband,  a  local  preacher,  who  preceded 
tef  to  the  beyond  thirteen  years  ago,  came 
|to  Oklahoma  and  settled  in  Lincoln  County. 
Her  home  was  always  a  welcome  place  for 
the  pioneer  Methodist  preachers,  and  she  is 


I 


honored  as  one  of  the  true  mothers  of  the 
church  of  this  section.  Two  of  her  sons: 
Aaron,  now  deceased,  and  Jesse,  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lincoln  Conference.  She  passed 
peacefully  away  April  15,  1927,  while  at  the 
home  of  her  son  in  Pawnee.  She  leaves  six 
sons,  twenty-seven  grandchildren,  one  great¬ 
grandchild,  two  sisters,  two  brothers  to 
mourn  her  passing.  The  funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Pawnee,  with  her  district  super¬ 
intendent,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Ellis,  officiating. 
Fitting  resolutions  from  her  home  chur^ 
were  read  by  Mrs.  B.  M.  McFall,  and  also 
from  her  lodge.  There  were  many  beautiiful 
floral  offering.  Mother  Austin  will  be 
greatly  missed  in  the  home  and  community. 
— Reporter. 

BAILEY — Amos  BaUey,  a  member  of  Mor¬ 
ton  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  on 
the  Vaiden  (Miss.)  circuit,  was  born  June 
29,  1874,  and  died  March  29,  1927.  He  joined 
the  church  under  the  Rev.  T.  W.  Davis,  and 
was  a  loyal  member  for  twenty-six  years. 
His  health  began  to  fail  about  four  years 
ago,  but  he  bore  his  illness  patiently  till  the 
end  came.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  passing  a 
wife,  two  brothers,  four  sisters,  other  rela¬ 
tives,  and  a  host  of  friends.  The  funeral 
service  was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
E.  H.  Holmes,  at  Morton  Grove  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Our  loss  is  heaven’s  gain. 
— P.  H.  Blackmon,  Reporter. 

BARKER — Death  has  once  more  visited  our 
ranks,  claiming  one  of  our  beloved  brothers, 
in  the  person  of  Thmnas  Barker,  the  son  of 
Minerva  and  Henry  Barker,  born  in  Wash- 
in^on  Parish,  Frankiinton,  La.,  in  slavery, 
and  died  May  30,  1927.  He  was  well  known 
throughout  this  parish.  He  married  Miss 
Nancy  Magee,  who  preceded  him  to  the  grave 
five  years  ago.  To  this  union  nine  boys  and 
three  giris  were  born.  He  believed  in  edu¬ 
cation,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  make  its 
cause  prosperous.  He  leaves  ten  children, 
twenty-two  grandchildren,  a  host  of  relatives 
and  friends  to  mourn  their  loss.  The  Rev. 
A.  J.  Scarborough  and  the  wrRer  preached 
the  funeral.  Remarks  were  made  by  the 
Revs.  J.  Burris  and  A.  J.  Graves.  The  re¬ 
mains  were  interred  in  the  Magee  cemetery. 
The  Tabernacle  Lodge,  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  took  an  active  part  in  the  services. 
— C.  D.  C.  Bryan,  Reporter. 

BILLUPS — On  Tuesday  night,  April  6, 
1927,  God  saw  fit  to  take  from  our  midst 
the  president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society, 
Mrs.  Jennie  Billups.  She  was  loving  and 
true,  always’  found  willing  and  reaSy  to 
play  her  part.  She  suffered  greatly, -but  in 
her  meek  way  would  always  say,  “I  am  all 
right.”  Her  passing  has  cast  a  cloud  of 
sadness  over  the  society,  and  we  say  to  the 
bereaved  family,  “Weep  not;  it  is  our  loss, 
but  heaven’s  gain.” — Ladies’  Aid  Society, 
Goliad,  Texas. 

COX — On  April  6,  1927,  death  visited  the 
home  of  R.  H.  and  R.  B.  Cox,  Marion,  Ala., 
and  took  from  them  their  loving  mother.  She 
was  ninety^hree  years  of  age,  and  was  loved 
bv  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  a  friend  to  all. 
She  professed  religion  during  the  days  of 
slavery  and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  she  lived  a  faithful  member  for  over 
sixty-five  years,  and  when  God  saw  fit  to  call 
her  home  to  her  reward,  she  was  ready  and 
willing  to  go.  The  deceased  leaves  four 
sons:  R.  H.  Cox,  R.  B.  Cox,  James  and  J.  F. 
Cox;  three  daughters:  Mesdames  A.  M. 
Whitehead,  Rebecca  Gordon,  and  Florence 
Goodbread ;  one  sister,  Mrs.  R.  Williams ;  one 
brother,  Mr.  R.  Ried,  and  a  host  of  friends 
and  relatives  to  mourn  her  passing. — R.  H. 
Cox,  Reporter. 

DOUGLASS — John  William  Douglass  was 
born  March  18,  1889;  departed  this  life 
Thursday  morning,  February  10,  1927.  The 
deceased  professed  a  hope  in  Christ  when 
very  young,  under  the  pastorate  o(  the  Rev. 
J.  B.  Bradford,  and  joined  Pickett  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  John  left 
Lebanon,  Tenn.,  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  for  Chicago,  Ill.,  and  there  made  his 
home  until  his  death.  His  iUness  was  of 
short  duration,  and  though  suffering  intense 
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»ffony,  he  bore  it  with  much  patience.  John 
was  a  sweet  boy  and  much  loved  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  ■lliaVeS“‘to  inotihi  "tbeir  "loss 
a  wife,  mother,  sister,  brother,  and  a  host  of 
relatives  and  friends.  Peace  be  to  his  ashes. 
— Reporter. 

dye — ^Death  claimed  Brother  Thomas  Dye 
on  May  2,  1927.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa.  He  was  bom  in  Elberton, 
Ga.,  and  joined  the  Methodist  Church  at  an 
early  age.  After  many  years  of  service  as  a 
faithful  member  in  Georgia,  he  moved  to 
Beaver  Falls  and  joined  the  church  there  and 
worked  faithfully  in  the  church  for  five  years. 
He  leaves  a  wife  and  five  children,  five 
brothers,  one  sister,  and  a  host  of  friends. 
He  leaves  to  Ms  memory  a  splendid  life’s 
work  and  an  undying  influence.— Mrs.  Mattie 
White,  Reporter. 

FERGUSON — Sister  Ferguson  departed  this 
life  on  May  29,  1927.  She  was  the  wife  of 
Henry  Ferguson,  a  member  of  Neely  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Wilson,  La.  She  was 
a  faithful  Chrisitan  to  the  end,  and  wais  loved 
by  all  who  knew  her.  She  leaves  to  mourn  a 
devoted  husband,  six  sons,  three  daughters, 
grandchildren,  and  great-grandchildren.  Her 
remains  were  laid  to  rest  far  the  family  ceme- 
tefy*  _  The  funeral  was  preached  by  the  Revs. 
S.  Milligan,  R.  B.  Sandford,  and  Anthony 
Taylor,  pastor. — Reporter. 

HARDIMON — Brother  Albert  Hardimon 
died  March  6,  1927.  He  was  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  Payne  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  on  the  Duckbill  (Miss.) 
charge,  of  which  he  was  a  founder  forty  years 
ago.  He  died  as  he  lived,  a  consistent  Chris¬ 
tian.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
E.  A.  Mays,  of  Grenada,  Miss.  He  leaves 
a  wife,  five  daughters,  five  sons,  and  a  host 
of  relatives  and  friends  to  mourn  his  pass¬ 
ing.  His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  home 
cemetery  beneath  a  bed  of  beautiful  flowers. 
— Reporter. 

JENKINS— Mrs.  Alice  Jenkins  departed  this 
life,  Tuesdav,  Mav  81,  1927.  Sister  Jenkins 
was  a  member  of  Hartzell  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Hickory,  N.  C.,  in  which  she 
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Roster  of  District  Conferences  for  1927  Season 

W«  will  rtw^fnlly  mak*  amy  eorraetiona  or  oBtrlaa  wharo  naaoMary.  A  paateard  roqnai 
ia  aaipaiita4.  Diatrlat  Saparlataadanta  wU  kindly  antar  thaira  aa  aarly  aa  pnaaiblau 

DMrial  Plaaa  Data  DM.  8np 

aaata . Haapataad,  Tttaa . July  19.|4 . A.  J.  Nawton 

Draaaiiaco . CookavUla^  Tann . July  19.14 . ..F.  N.  CoUiar 

r  OriaaoB . Bocalaaa.  Da. . July  S044 . M.  B.  Walkar 

Uda.. . Baeatawpa.  Miaa . July  804u . E.  A.  WUaon 

a  CMrIw...... . Laka  Charlaa.  La. . July  20.24 . W.  J.  HampU 

ttanoOKa . Dayton,  Tann . July  20.24 . J.  A.  Piekett 

■laatoa . Xnmberton,  N.  C . July  20.24 . G.  M.  Phalpa 

aatlBTlUe . Hamar,  &  a . July  20.24 . W.  S.  Thompi 

EaoariUa . Jaekaonvilla.  Fla. . July  20.24 . H.  W.  Bartle] 

f . Bradanton.  yla. . July  20.24 . J.  8.  Todd 

tarn . Lanoir,  N.  C. . July  21.24 . N.  J.  Paaa 

Un . Lnlinc,  Tasaa . July  2S.S1 . J.  L.  S.  Bdmi 

rtaakim . Cowpana,  S.  C . July  27.20 . L.  W.  WQUam 

■has . BoltonTMiaa . July  2741 . J.  IL  Bm 

ikhayaa . Haalahunt.  Miaa . July  2741 . 0.  W.  Colania 

ttoaaaiy . Booth.  Ala. . July  2741 . P.  P.  Wrlsht 

itaa . Houato^^Tnaa . July  2741 . J.  8.  Saott 

atk . Cooaa,  Fla . July  2741 . John  W.  Waa 

[aad^ . BoonTllla,  La. . „...July  2741 . 8.  8.  Barloa 

atoa . Blkin.  N.  C . July  2741 . J.  A.  Baxter 

■sobuis .  July  2741 . J.  B.  Taylor 

■riUo . Sanaea,  8.  C. . July  2741 . J.  B.  C.  Janki 

rOBort . Bhranropart,  La. . July  2741 . J.  D.  Darld 

kVflla. . Ldbanoa,  Tann . July  2741 . W.  B.  Mitral 

aaai . Lecinston.  Tann . July  2741 . J.  O.  Dixon 

rlaatoB . Coidiistoa,  Va . Jkns.  2.  7 . B.  ^  Baynao 

BMMnora . ChnrehtOB.  Md . Any.  2.  7 . J.  8.  CarroU 

iboish . Fainnoant,  W.  Va. . Any.  2.  7 . W.  H.  Daan 

mhoa . .SprinyBalA  Ohio . Any.  2-7 . .T.  U  Faryuao 

0. . Groaraaek,  Tax . . Auy.  2-  7 . J.  W.  Itowni 

iadtais . JBtato  Una,  Miaa . Any.  2*  7 . W.  H.  8mith 

SSal?. . MobarhTMo . J*  2 . 5* 

!««• . Babnlon.  Ga . Any.  2-7 . J.  B.  Madto 

asah . .Woodbina  Ga . Any,  2-7 . 8.  D.  Baa^ 

atliM . Maxia,  Taxaa . Any.  2-  7 . W.  B.  Bobina 

oat  Cite . . . Hnyhaa,  Ark . Auy.  2-  7 . J.  M  btehatt 

•ytoB . iaxinyton,  By. . Any.  2-7 . L.  B  Jordan 

•laaton . SonunarTillo,  8.  C.. . . Any.  2- 7..........  A  B.  Howart 

ihall . . . DainyarflMd,  Tax. . Any.  2-7 . B.M  Holden 

. Binninyhaia,  Ala. . Any.  2-  7 . .C.  L.  Dunn 

nta . Jlawnan,  Ga. .  Any.  2-  7 . J.  W.  Ch^n 

mt. . . Louiarilla  Miaa. . Any.  9-14... . ..jC.  V,  Heffner 

IM  Cite . Kanaaa  City,  Mo . Any.  10-14 . JL  W.  Hanna 

terllle . CMony,  Ala. . Any.  10-14 . J.  W.  Whit&el 

tfkana . DeQueen,  Ark . Auy.  10-14 . W.  C.  Bivers 

■adria . Laeabnry,  Va. . Any.  1241 . J.  U.  Kiw 

krtlla . Starkrilla  Miaa. . Auy.  1241 . J.  a  'Whj^ 

aloou . Nawbara.  Ala . Any.  1741 . R  B.  Willian 

................Beaumont,  Taxaa . Auy.  1741 . J.  W,  GUder 

.Monroe,  La. . Auy.  17-21 . .C.  Spears 

.Atlanta.  Ga. . Any,  17-21 . N.  J.  Crolley 

.Little^k,  Ark . Auy.  17-21 . W.  8.  Sherrill 

Lowell,  Fla. . Any.  1241 . F.  B.  Wdeh 

jOxford,  Mias . Auy.  2248 . A.  G.  Cola 

Gary.  InA . Any.  22-28 . P.  T.  Gorham 

.Shellmound,  Mina . Auy.  28-28 . C.  W.  Butler 

.Cedar  Key,  Fla. . Any.  24-28 . J).  8.  Selmon 

.Palmetto,  Ga. . Auy.  24-28 . B.  T.  Jackson 

.Cadca,  8.  C . Auy.  2448 . B.  F.  Harriny 

Seoobo.  Mias. . Auy.  24-28 . J>.  L.  Moryan 

.Carrollton,  Mias. . Auy.  24-28 . J>.  Green 

.Desoto,  Mo . Any.  24-28 . .G.  D.  Haneoct 

Evanavllla,  In  A . Auy.  22-22 . B.  H.  Sweenei 

.Clarksyille.  Tex . Auy.  26-28 . J.  H.  Anthonj 

.No.  Little  Buck.  Ark . Any.  81-Sept.  4 . J.  L  Bryan 

.Carthaye.  Mo. . Auy.  81-8ept.  4 . E.  L.  McAllis 

Hiyh  Sprinya,  Fla . Sept.  22-26 . J.  R.  Patters 

.Cape  May.  N.  J . Oct.  4-6 . W.  C.  Thompi 

.Salisbury,  Md . Oct.  11-18 . J.  E.  A.  Johi 

.Cambrige.  Md . Oct.  26-27 . J.  W.  Jeffers< 


Holly  Spring . 

Chinteo . 

Clarkadale  (Nebo  Church) 

OaiaasyiUa . 

Boma. ................... 

Floronea . 

Moridiaa . 

Groansrood . . 

St.  Louis . 

Indianapolis . 

Paris . . 

Fort  Smith . 

Sodalia . 

Lake  City . 

Philnddph'.a . 

Salisbury . 

Easton . 


had  served  untiringly  for  a  number  of  years.  JONES— The  Rev.  C.  H.  Jones  was  born 
She  was  also  a  faithful  member  of  the  Ladies’  October  4,  1887,  in  Montgomery  County,  Va., 
Aid  and  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So-  and  departed  this  life  Sunday,  March  6, 
clety.  In  her  passing  the  community  loses  1927,  at  3.30  P.  M.  He  was  converted  and 
a  peaceable  and  patriotic  citisen,  the  church  joined  the  church  when  about  nineteen  years 
a  faithful,  consecrated  Christian,  and  the  old,  and  began  to  serve  as  Sunday-school  su- 
home  an  affectionate,  devoted  wife  and  perintendent,  which  position  he  held  till 
mother.  She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  a  bus-  death.  For  many  years  he  was  class  leader 
band,  six  children,  two  sisters,  one  brother,  of  the  Rock  Road  Methodist  Episcopal 
and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends.  The  pas-  Church.  He  loved  his  church  dearer  than 
tor  conducted  the  funeral  service,  assisted  his  own  life,  and  always  had  its  interest  at 
by  the  Revs.  T.  R,  Smith,  C,  S.  Stroud,  P.  heart.  He  joined  the  East  Tennessee  Con- 
R.  D.  Coore,  and  others.  Dr.  J.  H.  Sbuford,  ference,  October,  1896,  and  was  ordained 
superintendent  of*  Richard-Baker  Hospital,  deacon  two  years  later.  He  successfully  pas- 
where  Mrs.  Jenkins  died,  spoke  of  her  as  tored  the  following  charges:  Mountain 
one  of  the  best  women  he  had  ever  met.  The  View,  Va.;  Pearlsburg,  Va.;  Tip  Top,  Va; 
Rev.  A.  G.  Jenkins,  brother  of  the  husband.  Draper,  and  Rough  and  Ready,  Va.  Afflic- 
and  his  family,  were  among  those  that  tion  laid  its  heavy  hand  on  him  and  he  was 
mourned. — W.  T.  Lomax,  Pastor.  forced  to  retire.  For  many  years  he  suffered 

patiently  and  cheerfully,  and  often  said, 
JOBE — Mrs.  Francis  Jobe  was  born  in  1843,  “Whatever  my  Lord  does  Is  right,  for  He  is 
and  departed  this  life  March  23,  1927,  at  too  wise  to  make  a  mistake.”  He  was  twice 
Hawkins,  Texas.  She  leaves  six  children,  married.  When  quite  young  he  married  Miss 
forty-nine  grandchildren,  thirty-flve  great-  Mariah  Lewis;  to  this  union  were  bom  two 
grandchildren,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and  chUdren,  one  of  whom  preceded  him  to  the 
friends.  She  was  truly  a  mother  worthy,  of  Kingdom.  In  1899  he  married  Miss  Mary 
imitation  for  all  who  knew  her.  No  time  of  Julia  Delaney,  who  was  devoted  and  faith- 
ni^t  was  too  late  for  her  to  arise  and  do  ful  to  him  through  his  many  years  of  sick- 
her  duty.  She  had  been  a  faithful  member  ness.  To  this  union  were  born  three  chll- 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  dren.  The  flnal  summons  came  at  8.30,  and 
about  fifty-eight  years.  Before  the  end  came  he  passed  to  be  with  Jesus.  Funeral  services 
she  admonish^  all  around  her  sickbed  to  were  held  at  Rock  Road  Methodist  Episcopal 
"walk  the  straight  and  narrow  path.  She  was  Church,  Wednesd^,  March  9,  conducted  by 
married  to  W.  Jobe  in  1889.  Tbe  funeral  was  the  Rev.  R.  M.  Green,  pastor,  assisted  by 
conducted  by  the  Rev,  T.  J.  Jackson,  of  the  the  Revs.  J.  T.  Wilson,  A.  S.  Mitchell,  F.  D. 
Baptist  Church. — Reporter.  Thomas,  Jerry  Watson,  and  others..  He 
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leaves  a  wife,  two  sons,  a  daughter,  and  a  i 
host  ot  relatives  and  friends  to  mourn  their  \ 
loss. — L.  V.  Green,  Reporter. 

NORWOOD — Sister  Lena  Norwood,  a  faith¬ 
ful  member  of  Rose  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  at  Whitesville,  Ga.,-  was  born 
October  27,  1888,  and  died  June  10,  1927. 
She  was  converted  and  joined  the  church  in 
1921  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  S.  P. 
Bryant.  She  was  married  to  Mr.  Will  Nor¬ 
wood  eighteen  years  ago,  and  six  children 
were  born  to  this  union.  Sister  Norwood 
was  a  class  leader,  and  she  did  her  work 
well  until  she  became  disabled.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  S. 
Shuman,  on  Sunday,  June  12,  assisted  by  the 
district  superintendent.  Rev.  J.  B.  Maddux. 
Six  children,  husband,  motiier,  and  many 
friends  mourn  her  passing. — Gussie  Mae  Shu¬ 
man,  Reporter. 

RUSSELL — Miss  Mallalieu  Russell,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Russell,  of  Marion, 
Miss.,  was  born  August  21,  1907,  and  died 
March  12,  1927.  She  joined  St.  Peter  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  when  quite  a  child, 
and  lived  in  the  church  until  her  death.  She 
whs  a  faithful  worker  in  the  Sunday  school, 
also  a  third-year  high-school  student  of 
Haven  Teachers’  College,  Meridian,  Miss. 
She  leaves  Jather,  mother,  one  sister,  two 
brothers,  and  many  relatives  and  friends  to 
mourn  their  loss.  The  funeral  was  conducted 
by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Smoot,  the  Rev. 

T.  A.  Watkins,  of  the  Colored  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Rev.  W.  B. 
Holten,  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Her  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Barket  cemetery. — 
Reporter. 

STEMLEY— Mrs.  Emily  Stemley,  a  faithful 
and  loving  member  of  Wesley  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
passed  from  labor  to  reward  December  4, 

1926.  She  was  a  widow,  her  husband  having 
preceded  her  to  the  glory  land  several  years 
ago;  but  despite  this  fact,  she  put  forth 
very  strenuous  efforts  to  have  her  children 
receive  a  Christian  education.  While  she  did 
not  live  to,  see  her  plan  fully  developed,  yet 

it  pleased  God  to  have  her  live  until  all  of  S 
her  children  were  happily  converted  to  Jesus'S 
Christ  and  two  of  them  flnish  high  school 
and  register  as  students  in  the  following  out¬ 
standing  schools  for  the  study  of  the  min¬ 
istry:  Howard  University,  Washington,  D.  C.; 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Several  of  the  children  are  doing  high-school 
work  at  Southern  University,  Baton  Roiigi., 
La.  In  the  death  of  Sister  Stemley  the  com¬ 
munity  lost  a  useful  citizen,  the  church  and 
society  a  faithful  member,  and  the  children 
a  loving  and  exemplary  mother. — Reporter. 

THOMAS — Sister  Millie  Thomas  was  born 
in  Uniontown,  Ala.,  in  1847,  and  on  May  21, 

1927,  she  was  called  from  labor  to  reward. 
Sister  Thomas  joined  the  church  in  early 
childhood  and  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life. 
When  she  moved  to  Leaville,  she  joined  the 
Mt.  Olive  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  she  served  for  forty-three  years.  She 
leaves  to  mourn  her  passing  one  son,  two 
daughters,  ten  grandchildren,  and  six  great- 
grandchiidren.  The  funeral  was  conducted 
by  the  pastor.  Rev.  R.  Berry,  and  the  Rev. 
W.  M.  Carter,  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church. — Reporter. 

WALTON — J.  W.  Walton  departed  this  life 
April  1,  1927,  at  DeKalb,  Miss.  He  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  church,  a  real  Chris¬ 
tian,  never  failing  in  his  duty  to  the  church, 
and  was  interested  in  all  activities  of  the 
church.  He  served  as  class  leader  and  « 
steward.  For  thirty  years  or  more  he 
stayed  on  the  firing  line,  and  his  place  will 
he  hard  to  fill  in  the  home,  church,  and  the 
community.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  passing, 
wife,  three  children,  a  brother,  other  rela¬ 
tives,  and  friends.  The  funeral  sermon  was 
delivered  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  E.  H.  Williams. 

— Rubia  Clark,  Reporter. 

WASHINGTON— Mrs.  Bessie  Washington, 
a  faithful  member  of  Mt.  Zion  Methodi«^ 
Episcopal  Church,  State  Line,  Miss.,  wat® 
called  'from  labor  to  reward  May  80,  1927.a 
She  joined  the  church  about  forty  years  ago,  I 
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Epworth  League  Institute 
Dates 

1027  SEASON 

July  18-24 — San  Antonio  Dbtrlet  Inatltate^ 
Wert  Tezaa  Conference,  San  Antonio, 
Teicas. 

July  18-24— Ruat  College,  Upper  Misslaaippl 
Conference,  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

July  25-81— Austin  District,  Wert  Texns 
Conference,  Loling,  Texas. 

July  25-81 — ^LiWe  Rou  Conference  Institute, 
Philander  Smith  Ct^ege,  Little  Rode, 
Ark. 

Aug.  1-7 — Bluefldd  District,  East  Tennessee 
Conference,  Bluefldd,  W.  Va. 

Aug.  8-14 — ^Morgan  College,  Was}iington  and 
Ddaware  Conferences,  Morgan  College, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Aug.  1-7— Waco  District,  West  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  Rocky  CroMlng  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  (Suirch,  Groesbeck,  Texas. 

Aug.  15-21— Chicago  District,  Lexington 
Conference,  Gary,  Ind. 

Aug.  16-21— Dallas  District,  Wert  Texas 
Conference,  Waxahachie,  Texas. 

Aug.  22-28 — ^Atlanta,  Clark  University,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.  ’ 

Aug.  22-28— Tennessee  Conference,  Walden 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

and  was  a  faithful  member.  She  leaves  two 
sons,  two  brothers,  several  grandchildren,  and 
a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  her  departed  life. 
The  Rev.  S.  Harris,  pastor,  ofBciated. — V. 
Harris,  Reporter. 

WHISENTON — Sister  Sallie  Whisenton,  a 
senior  member  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Benton,  Miss.,  fell  asleep 
in  Jesus,  Sunday,  April  8,  1927.  For  more 
than  forty  years  she  lived  a  godly  life.  A 
host  of  friends  mourn  her  passing. — H.  Hol- 
ston.  Reporter. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

We  wish  to  thank  our  friends  for  their 
kindness,  flowers,  and  kind  expressions  of 
sympathy  during  the  illness  and  death  of 
our  beloved  husband  and  father,  Dan  W. 
House. — C.  L.  House,  Wife;  D.  D.  House,  W. 
W.  House,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Chisholm,  Children, 
Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

We  kindly  thank  the  friends  of  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  for  the  great  surprise  of  200 
^  unds  of  select  groceries.  The  party  called 
at  our  home  at  an  early  hour,  led  by  Mr. 
Shelby  Sulcer  and  wife,  T.  B.  Thomas,  and 
others.  Come  again. — The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L. 
C.  Thomas,  Melville,  La. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  Wesley 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  the 
many  pounds  of  select  groceries  that  were 
given  us  last  Thursday  night  at  class  meet¬ 
ing.  We  are  all  smiles.  Let  the  storm  come 
again.  We  pray  God’s  blessing  upon  you  all. 
— A.  R.  Muse,  Seguin,  Texas. 

I  thank  the  good  people  of  Crowder,  Miss., 
who  on  my  return  from  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  made  mv  flrst  visit  a  splendid  one,  and 
gave  a  large  banquet  in  honor  of  my  return. 
Many  gifts  were  presented  by  the  members, 
also  a  handsome  purse.  God  bless  these 
good  people. — J.  H.  Herron,  Pastor. 

We  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Hudson  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  a  box  of  supplies  sent  us,  and 
also  Bro.  A.  P.  Moore  and  wife,  of  Mayes 
Grove,  for  a  small  box  given  us.  Many 
thanks.  Such  gifts  as  these  are  very  much 
appreciated  by  us.— The  Rev.  M;  L.  Easley 
and  Wife,  Lexington,  Tenn. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  Willie  Hille 
for  a  reception  given  me,  the  pastor’s  wife, 
on  Wednesday  night,  March  9.  It  was  en¬ 
joyed  by  all  present.  The  pastor  and  mem¬ 
bers  also  take  this  method  to  thank  Prof. 

J.  W.  McClinton  for  a  heater  presented  to 
New  Salem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — 
Mrs.  L.  T.  Jones,  Wesson,  Miss. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good  peo¬ 
ple  of  Hubb,  Miss.,  and  New  Hope,  for  a 
MO  suit  of  dothes.  Mr.  O.  W.  Bond,  $5; 
Mrs.  E.  Johnson,  $5;  Mrs.  N.  C.  Brewer,  $5; 


Mrs.  Anna  Bond,  M.  J.  Watson,  Magsde 
Johnson,  M.  A.  Jones,  G.  A.  Jefferson,  ■  ■ 
Jefferson,  fl5;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Sibley,  hand¬ 
kerchiefs;  Mr.  O.  Thornhill,  white,  a  hat. 
May  these  good  people  live  long  to  make 
others  happy.  I  wish  also  to  thank  Bro.  T. 
C.  Harry  for  a  very  nice  shirt. — A.  M.  Quinn. 

The  Rev.  T.  H.  Sampson  and  wife  wish  to 
thank  the  members  and  friends  of  Rylander 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  the 
storm  that  came  our  way  on  Sunday,  Janu¬ 
ary  28.  At  the  dose  of  the  service  a  band 
of  sisters  came  in  singing,  “God  Will  Take 
Care  of  You,”  and  to  our  surprise,  laid  on 
the  table  seventy  pounds  of  select  noceries. 
May  God  bless  these  good  people,  ^ey  are 
some  of  the  most  loyal  people  in  Methodism, 
and  they  have  our  prayers  as  wdl  as  our 
thanks.— Rev.  T.  H.  Sampson,  Clinton,  La. 

While  sitting  quietly  in  the  parsonage  Feb¬ 
ruary  22,  a  storm  passed  over  the  parsonage, 
to  the  surprise  of  the  pastor  and  wife.  When 
the  storm  had  subsided  we  found  more  than 
100  pounds  of  choice  groceries.  The  wind 
was  controlled  by  Mrs.  L.  B.  Smith,  wife 
of  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Smith.  The  pastor  re¬ 
ceived  the  storm  with  words  of  thanks,  and 
the  parties  returned  home  feeling  good, 
knowing  that  they  had  done  a  good  deed. 
We  take  this  method  to  thank  these  good 
people,  and  invite  them  to  call  again. — The 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Moulton,  Brookhaven, 
Miss. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good  peo¬ 
ple  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Canton,  Miss.,  for  their  kindness.  I  had 
been  here  but  three  weeks  when  I  was  taken 
ill;  the  district  superintendent  was  with  me 
at  the  time  and  remained  three  days.  Dr. 
T.  E.  Bowen,  a  member  of  my  church,  was 
called  in,  and  in  a  few  days  I  was  up  again. 
Dr.  Bowen  gave  his  services  gratis.  May 
the  Lord  bless  the  good  sisters  of  the  church 
who  have  worked  so  faithfully.  From  Feb¬ 
ruary  to  March  15  we  raised  $285.62.  Then 
a  storm  came,  leaving  more  than  100  pounds 
of  select  groceries  in  the  parsonage. — ^L.  E. 
Johnson,  Pastor. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
and  friends  of  St.  James  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  LaGrange,  Texas,  for  the  storm 
that  struck  the  parsonage  January  6  and  11. 
Many  pounds  of  groceries  were  left  on  the 
table.  The  party  was  led  by  Brother  J.  Wil¬ 
liams,  Sisters  C.  Jackson,  C.  Moore,  C.  Wil¬ 
liams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Washington,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Sutton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter, 
and  others.  This  is  our  first  year  in  LaGrange, 
and  I  have  found  a  loyal  set  of  members 
here  at  St.  James,  and  the  outlook  is  bright 
for  a  good  year.  Members  and  friends,  you 
are  welcome  to  come  again. — Rev.  and  Mrs. 
P.  H,  Phillips. 

We  take  this  method  to  express  our  grati¬ 
tude  to  the  loyal  members  and  friends  of 
St.  James  Church,  Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  for 


purse  of  $4  was  presented  to  the  pastor.  Dr. 
E.  A.  Wilson,  district  superintendent,  de¬ 
livered  the  welcome  address;  Miss  LUlian 
Wilson  read  a  splendid  paper  of  welcome. 
The  pastor,  in  well-chosen  words,  responded. 
The  surprise  was  given  by  the  Ladies’  Aid. 
Hot  chocolate  and  cake  were  served.  May 
God’s  richest  blessings  rest  upon  these  good 
people.  Come  again. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Campbell. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  commit¬ 
tee,  members,  and  friends  of  St.  Paul  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Meridian,  Miss.,  for 
a  fine  suit  of  clothes  to  wear  to  Conference. 
May  the  Lord  bless  you  good  people  for 
your  loyalty.  Words  cannot  express  my  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  nice  suit  of  clothes  and 
other  presents  received  from  the  friends. 
The  committee  on  suit:  Mesdames  E.  Stuart, 
M.  Coleman,  C.  W.  Williams,  M.  Jones,  L. 
Gaines,  Aid  No.  1,  and  Gold  I^af  Club.  The 
following  brethren  and  sisters  gave  Sister 
E.  Stuart  a  nice  donation:  Mesdames  M.  Dil- 
lion,  E.  Moore,  Roxie  Johnson,  Messrs.  J. 
Cherry,  L.  Smith,  E.  Needham,  and  Clint 
Vaughn.  Many,  many  thanks. — R.  N.  Jones, 
Pastor. 


I  desire  to  thank  the  good  people  of  Mt 
Beulah  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  for  leaving  twenty-five  pounds  or  mpre 
of  choice  groceries  for  our  use.  Those  who 
donated  were:  Sisters  L.  Greer,  H.  Thomas, 
L.  Haines,  M.  Smith,  M.  Sanders,  W.  M. 
Simms,  P.  Davis,  S.  Jackson,  little  Freater 
Greer,  Bro.  Shields,  and  other  good  friends. 
Bro.  L.  O.  Thomas,  local  preacher,  and  the 
pastor  gave  short  talks  and  invited  them  to 
come  again.  Bro.  Joe  Greer,  local  preacher, 
was  chairman;  Mrs.  Elisabeth  Anderson,  the 
pastor’s  wife,  thanked  the  good  people  of 
Jackson  circuit  for  taking  care  of  her  dur¬ 
ing  the  Annual  Conference  at  Meridian,  Miss. 
— R.  B.  Anderson,  Pastor. 

I  take  this  method  to*  thank  the  members 
and  friends  of  Haven  Chapel  for  their  loyal 
support  in  caring  for  the  members  of  the 
Mississippi  Annum  Conference.  This  was  a 
large  delegation;  more  than  four  hundred 
were  entertained.  With  the  aid  of  all  con¬ 
cerned,  the  Conference  goes  down  in  history 
as  one  of  the  largest  of  its*  sessions.  Also  I 
thank  the  P.  T.  A.  of  East  End  public  school 
for  their  grand  reception.  I  could  not  dose 
this  card  of  thanks  without  thanking  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Haven  Chapel  for  an  ideal  banquet 
g;iven  in  honor  of  the  return  of  the  pastor 
and  wife.  Mrs.  E.  Bryant  was  the  faithful 
leader  of  the  movement.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  these  good  people  fpr  their 
love  shown  in  this  effort. — G.  W.  Williams, 
Pastor,  Meridian,  Miss. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  good  people  of  Tay¬ 
lor  Chapel,  Cotton  Plant,  Ark.,  and  friends 
for  the  surprise  storm  which  came  to  the 
parsonage  on  February  8.  They  brought 
with  them  120  pounds  of  very  select  gro¬ 
ceries  and  a  cash  purse.  It  was  quite  a  sur¬ 
prise  to  the  pastor  and  wife.  The  storm  was 
led  by  Mrs.  L.  H.  Humphries,  Mrs.  V.  Jones, 
Prof.  Jones,  Mrs.  Allie,  Mr.  G.  J.  demon 
and  family,  Mr.  N.  Darby  and  family,  Mr. 
T.  Mills,  Mrs.  B.  Brinker,  Mrs.  M.  Blake, 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Darby,  Mrs.  Sarah  Page,  Mrs. 
Stinson  and  boys.  Dr.  O.  G.  Thornton  and 
family,  and  many  other  friends.  After  a 
song  and  prayer,  they  left  quietly,  leaving 
the  pastor  and  wife  very  happy.  Come 
again.— A.  T.  Stephens,  Pastor. 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good 
people  of  David  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Shiro,  Texas,  for  the  thoughtful  sur¬ 
prise  given  us  on  December  81.  A  little 
band  was  heard  and  seen  leaving  the  church, 
marching  towards  the  parsonage,  singing, 
“When  the  Saints  Gp  Marching  In.”  They 
laid  on  the  dining  table  many  pounds  of 
choice  groceries.  The  pastor.  Rev.  O.  C.  Tol¬ 
bert,  being  absent  at  the  time,  prayer  was 
offered  by  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Buckmon;  remarks 
by  Sister  L.  A.  Buckmon.  Those  partici¬ 
pating  were:  the  Rev.  Buckmon,  Mesdames 
M.  E.  Buckmon,  M.  Buckmon,  L.  A.  Buck¬ 
mon,  A.  Minefee,  D.  T.  McGee,  E.  L.  Buck¬ 
mon,  Mrs.  Parker,  Miss  E.  McGee,  and  Bro. 
Minefee.  God  bless  these  good  people. — Mrs. 
O.  C.  Tolbert. 

On  February  21,  a  group  of  our  members 
and  friends,  led  by  Bro.  D.  H.  Humphry, 
entered  the  parsonage  and  placed  upon  the 
table  a  large  number  of  pounds  of  groceries 
and  some  cash  for  the  pastor  and  his  fam¬ 
ily,  congratulating  him  on  his  return  for  the 
third  year,  and  wishing  for  him  a  prosperous 
year  for  his  ministry  and  charge.  The  group 
was  composed  of  the  following  persons:  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Humphrey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S. 
Simon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Patterson,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hern,  Mr.  Sam  Humphrey,  Mesdames 
Baskerville,  Johnson,  Stanley,  Williams,  Cum¬ 
mings,  Walton,  Malone,  Simon,  H.  Boyd,  A. 
Boyd,  Thurman,  Hyche,  Jones,  Harper, 
Messrs.  Pickens,  Fox,  and  Shaw,  little  Elisa¬ 
beth  and  Lillian  Humphrey.  We  are  indeed 
grateful  to  these  good  people.  Call  again.— 
Rev.  J.  W.  Winbush,  Pastor,  Itta  Bena,  Miss. 

t  The  pastor  and  his  family  take  this  method 
to  thank  the  Rev.  S.  M.  Garner,  pastor  of 
Boonville  Church,  and  his  loyal  workers,  in¬ 
cluding  every  auxiliary  of  the  church,  who 
were  fully  represented  in  a  grand  surprise 
and  pound  party  tendered  the  pastor  of 
Cheneyville,  La.,  on  February  22.  The  spirit 
which  prompted  such  a  unique  and  Christlike 
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affair  can  never  be  forgotten.  The  Rev. 
Garner  led  aeven  carloada  of  hla  members, 
and  each  carload  contributed  their  quota 
of  250  pounds  of  choice  groceries  of  various 
kinds  and  a  cash  purse  of  t2JS0.  The  Rev. 
S.  M.  Gamer  made  the  presentation  speech, 
responded  to  by  the  pastor  and  his  wife. 
After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Lindsav,  and  song, 
they  left,  leaving  the  pastor  and  his  family 
very  much  surprised  and  bewildered.  God 
bless  these  loyal  and  true  friends,  together 
witii  Bro.  Jora  McCray,  M.  W.  Jones,  S. 
Moton,  N.  Adams,  and  B.  Jones,  who  ^ve 
stood  loyally  by  the  pastor  with  an  occa¬ 
sional  surprise  of  things  necessary  to  drive 
away  the  darkness  that  otherwise  might  ap¬ 
pear.  God  bless  yoaall.  Come  again. — John 
A.  Lindsay,  Pastor. 

Tuesday  night,  February  22,  the  weather 
was  mild,  but  a  storm  passed  over  the  par¬ 
sonage  of  Kynett  Cheqiri,  Brookhaven,  Miss. 
As  we  assembled  around  the  fire,  we  beard 
the  tramp  of  many  feet,  the  echoes  of  many 
voices  sinring,  '’Yield  Not  to  Temptation.” 
We  opened  the  door,  and  to  our  surprise  and 
delict  it  was  the  members  and  friends,  led 
by  Mrs.  L.  B.  Smith.  The  table  was  soon 
laden  with  many  pounds  of  select  groceries 
and  other  useful  articles,  and  a  sum  of 
money.  We  wish  to  mention  a  few  of  those 
who  particlpatedt  J.  C.  Freeman,  Ethri  Free¬ 
man,  Fannie  Freeman,  Hattie  B.  Davis,  Isb- 
meal  Patton,  Ida  Cox,  W.  H.  Brooks,  Ora 
Brooks,  Lula  Gillis,  Akinh  Jordan,  Alex. 
Jordan,  Bessie  Haynes,  Hattie  M.  Bates,  Jo¬ 
sephine  Garvey,  E.  Eberts,  Sam  Parker, 
Lenora  Parker,  A.  J.  Green,  Gladys  Green, 
Mrs.  Gordan,  Aroolia  Hall,  Arscnia  Hall, 
Prof.  P.  D.  GuUage,  Pinkey  Walker,  and 
others.  These  were  presentea  by  Mrs.  Ij.  B. 
Smith.  The  pastor  and  his  wife  expressed 
their  gratitude,  and  prayer  was  offered  by 
the  pastor,  who  invitra  mem  to  come  again. 
May  God’s  choicest  blessing  be  with  the  good 
people  of  Kynett  Chapel. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  J. 
W.  Moulton. 

Mairiag^es 

JOHNSON — FORD.  On  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning,  June  15,  at  7  P.  M.,  Wesley  Chapel 
was  the  scene  of  the  most  elaborate  weddmg 
Houma  has  ever  witnessed,  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Jesse  D.  Johnson  to  Miss  TJlHan  J. 
Ford,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Thompsoii  officiating. 
Long  before  the  appointed  hour  the  cburm 
was  packed  to  its  capacity,  attesting  the 
pcqinlarity  of  this  young  couple.  Prior  to  the 
wedding  march,  which  was  pl^ed  by  Mrs. 
Brown,  Dr.  Mriton  rendered  “Because,”  as¬ 
sisted  by  Mrs.  C.  Ford,  mother  of  the  bride. 
As  the  sound  of  the  organ  beg^  to  peal 
forth,  the  procession  began  to  ^nd  its  way 
down  the  artistically  decorated .  aisle  to  the 
altar.  The  bridal  party  was  composed  of 
Miss  B.  Carter,  maid  of  honor;  Misses  M. 
Wiliiams,  B.  Ford,  M.  Madison,  and  Mrs.  O. 
Ford,  bridesmaids;  Dr.  L.  L.  Melton,  best 
man;  Messrs.  T.  H.  Wade,  E.  Henry,  A. 
Picou,  H.  Ford,  groomsmen;  Master  Regi¬ 
nald  Dumas,  ring  bearer;  the  little  Misses 
Shirley,  Edna  and  Marie  Daigle,  flower 
girls. .  The  reception  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
was  an  elaborate  one.  Visiting  ministers  at 
the  ceremony  were  the  Revs.  E.  D.  Jones, 
O.  C.  Daigle,  and  Gauzy.  We  wish  the  cou¬ 
ple  long. life  and  happiness. — Reporter. 

MITCHELI^BRADY.  Mr.  D.  A.  MitcheU, 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Miss  Corleda  Brady, 
of  DeSoto,  Mo.,  were  married  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evenihg,  June  15,  at  8  P.  M.,  at  St. 
Joim’s  Meth^ist  Episcopal  Church,  DeSoto, 
Mo.  The  codple  were  united  in  matrimpny 
by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Guyton  in  the  presence  of 
many  friends.  At  7.65  P.  M.  the  chords  of 
“O  Promise  Me”  were  sounded  by  Mrs.  Susie 
Seals,  organist,  with  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Guyton, 
soloist.  Following  the  solo  the  wedding 
march  began.  The  bridal  party  was  com¬ 
posed  of  Miss  Pearline  Jenkins,  Messrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  Brady  and  Roy  Carter,  little  Madeline 
Gordon  and  Margurlte  Smith,  and  Master 
James  Gordon. — Reporter.  i 

Woman’s  Column 


Morristown  Normal  and  Industrial  College 

"A  SCHOOL  OF  CHARACTER*' 

Co-ELducational.  Fully*  Accredited  High  School.  Normal  and  Junior  Col¬ 
lege.  Strong  Faculty.  Modem  Equipped  Dormitories,  Administration 
Building  and  New  Gjrmnasium.  Large  Athletic  Field.  Manual  Tredn- 
ing,  Domestic  Arts;  Vocal,  Violin  and  Instrumental  Music.  Teacher 
Training,  State  Certificates  and  Placement  Bureau.  Expenses  Moderate. 
Ideally  Located.  Fall  Term  begins  September  20, 1927.  Send  for  Catalog. 

JUDSON  S.  HILL,  D.D.,  Preudent  Morristown,  Tennessee 
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arrives  Canton,  2  P.  M.  Will  meet  same 
train  Thursday,  August  4. — H.  Holston,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

Bottrop,  La. — To  the  Pastors  and  Presi¬ 
dents  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  the  Mon¬ 
roe  District:  Let  us  do  our  best  to  bring 
up  a  good  report  at  the  District  Conference 
which  will  convene  August  17-21,  at  St.  Paul, 
Mmiroe,  La.  Each  charge  is  asked  to  send 
a  representative  and  a  report  to  .lie  Con¬ 
ference.  Although  we  know  that  we  have 
been  unable  to  carry  on  our  church  work  as 
we  desired,  yet  God  knows  best,  and  He  is 
now  letting  His  blessing  shine  upon  us.  So 
let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the  work  of 
the  church.  Let  us  give  God  thanks  by 
each  auxiliary  getting  down  to  work. — Annie 
Robinson,  District  President. 


If  We  Believed  in  God 

Jessie  Wiseman  Gibbs 

If  we  believed  in  God,  there  would  be  light 
Upon  our  pathway  in  the  darkest  night. 

If  we  believed  in  God,  there  would  be  power 
To  foil  the  tempter  in  the  sorest  hour. 


If  we  believed  in  God,  there  would  be  p 
In  this  world’s  warfare,  ever  to  increase 


If  we  believed  in  God,  there  would  be  joy 

*  ;  ■ 

Even  in  tears,  that  nothing  could  destroy 


If  we  believed  in  God,  there  would  be  love 
To  heal  all  wounds  and  lift  the  world  above 


Lord  Christ,  be  near  us,  that,  beholding  Thee 
We  may  believe  in  God  and  be  set  free! 


ORLEANS,  LOUISUNA,  JtJLY  *1,  19*7 


562 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


July  21,  1927 


Pan -African  Congress  to  New 
York  in  August 

By  the  Associated  Negro  Press 


The  Fourth  Pan-African  Congpress  is  to 
meet  in  New  York  City  next  August 
21,  22,  28,  and  24,  announcement  was 
made  this  week  by  The  Circle  for  Peace  and 
Foreign  Relations  of  New  York  City,  which 
with  the  co-operation  of  many  persons  and 
organisations  throughout  the  U^ted  States 
is  sponsoring  the  meeting. 

The  public  is  invited  to  take  part  in  the 
congress,  and  a  pamphlet  explaining  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  conference  has  oeen  issued. 

Among  the  informing  points  set  forth  are 
the  foUowing: 

“Pan-African’  means  “all-African.” 

A  Pan-African  Congress  is  a  meeting  of 
persons  of  Negro  descent  belonging  to  tnese 
widely  scatters  groups  and  citixens  of  dif¬ 
ferent  countries,  for  the  purpose  of  fuller 
and  more  perfect  acquaintance  and  under¬ 
standing,  as  well  as  for  the  exposition  and 
comparison  of  the  many  problems  of  race 
and  social  uplift  which  to-day  confront  these 
groups. 

The  question  of  the  status  of  the  Negro 
in  modern  society  is  no  longer  a  domestic 
problem  of  the  United  States,  or  a  parochial 
problem  of  Jamaica,  or  a  colonial  policy 


PRESIDENTS  may  absent  themselves 
from  Washin^on,  administrations  may 
change,  and  Congress  may  recess,  but 
the  executive  departments  of  the  f^eral 
government  must  keep  on  functioning  in 
prosecuting  the  nation’s  business.  There  are 
ten  of  these  great  departments  whose  heads 
are  appointed  by  the  President.  These  are 
known  as  secretaries  with  the  exception  of 
the  Attorney  General  and  the  Postmaster 
General,  and  the  ten  compose  the  Cabinet 
with  the  Chief  Executive  as  chairman.  The 
Cabinet  is  wholly  aa  advisory  group  with  no 
constitutional  standintr.  It  is  an  advisory 
body  to  the  President,  who  is  solely  respon¬ 
sible  for  every  official  act  of  those  who  com¬ 
pose  it.  This  body  of  the  distinguished  heads 
of  departments  in  nowise  binds  the  President 
by  its  attitude  upon  any  question  before  it, 
as  is  indicated  by  a  story  related  of  Lincoln’s 
administration.  The  President  had  brought 
up  a  proposition  which  he  favored,  but  which 
the  Cabinet  opposed.  On  a  vote,  all  seven  of 
the  members  voted  against  it.  The  President, 
who  was  the  only  one  favoring  it,  announced: 
“The  vote  is  7  noes  and  1  aye;  therefore  the 
aye  has  it.” 

DEPARTMENT  AND  SECRETARY  OF 
STATE 

The  State  Department  is  oldest  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  branches  of  the  Government.  In  fact, 
before  the  Constitution  was  written  or  there 
was  an  organised  nation  here,  a  foreira 
diplomatic  service  was  in  operation.  In  the 
critical  period  of  the  Revolution,  Benjamin 
Franklin’s  services  in  France  as  the  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  colonists  proved  of  greatest 
value  to  the  cause  of  inaependence.  With 
the  growth  of  the  nation  and  the  expansion 
of  international  intercourse,  with  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  misunderstandings  and  the  need  of 
closer  fellowship  between  nations,  the  State 
Department  has  expanded  into  a  most  re¬ 
markable  organisation  covering  the  globe. 
There  are  fifty-three  United  States  ambassa¬ 
dors  and  ministers  located  in  foreign  Cap¬ 
itals,  and  consuls,  vice-consuls,  and  consular 


problem.  It  is  rather  a  great  world-wide 
problem  to  be  viewed  and  considered  as  a 
whole,  and  the  ccmgress  particularly  desires 
that  the  relations  of  the  black  and  white 
races  in  various  countries  be  considered  to 
the  end  that  neater  harmony  may  ensile. 

The  Pan-African  Congress  has  no  political 
affiliation  in  any  community.  It  aims  to  be 
an  open  forum  of  opinion,  and  it  has  no  con¬ 
nection,  expressed  or  implied,  with  other  or¬ 
ganisations  beyond  its  general  object. 

The  Pan-African  Congress  is  being  held 
hi  the  Western  Hemisphere  this  time  because 
it  has  been  held  three  successive  times  in 
Europe. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  place  it  in  the 
West  Indies,  but  it  seems  that  other  than  in 
the  United  States  there  is  not  sufficient 
money,  energy,  enthusiasm,  or  political  lib¬ 
erty  to  accomplish  a  Pan-African  Congress 
at  the  present  time.  In  fact,  the  last  two 
Pan-African  Congresses  have  been  held 
largely  upon  American  initiative  and  money. 

In  addition  to  all  groups  of  Negroes  of 
African  descent  throughout  the  world,  the 
leading  ormnizations  and  cities  of  the  United 
States  will  be  asked  to  send  representatives 
to  the  congress. 


agents  to  the  number  of  3,700  are  located 
in  400  principal  cities  and  trade  centers  of 
the  world. 

These  diplomatic  and  consular  agents  are 
the  United  States  spokesmen  and  eyes  in 
various  parts  of  the  world.  The  ambassa;- 
dors  and  ministers  are  personal  diplomatic 
representatives  of  the  President  and  the 
State  Department,  whereas  the  consuls  are  es¬ 
pecially  concerned  with  commercial  interests 
and  looking  after  the  needs  and  interests  of 
United  States  travelers  or  American  resi¬ 
dents  abroad.  They  also  keep  the  State  De¬ 
partment  informed  as  to  conditions  in  their 
territory.  For  instance,  at  the  present  time 
the  consuls  in  China,  where  no  central  gov¬ 
ernment  exists,  are  those  from  whom  the 
state  officials  receive  their  most  detailed  in¬ 
formation,  and  these  consuls  are  busily  en¬ 
gaged  in  looking  after  the  welfare  of  our 
missionaries  and  other  nationals  resident  in 
China.  They  advise  and  safeguard  them,  and 
even  order  them  to  leave  in  cases  of  extreme 
danger.  All  these  officials  work  imder  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  his  staff. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  SECRETARY 

A  brief  outline  of  the  duties  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  gives  some  idea  of  the  work  of 
the  department.  This  department  is  the  iong 
arm  of  the  Government  which  reaches  across 
the  seas  and  borders;  and  through  its  chan¬ 
nels,  wars  or  amity  with  other  nations  may 
result.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  the  ranking 
member  of  the  Cabinet,  and  is  next  in  iine 
of  succession  to  the  vice-president  for  the 
presidency.  In  the  case  of  Ime  death  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Cooiidge  during  the  nineteen  months  that 
he,  as  vice-president,  filled  the  presidency, 
the  Hon.  Charles  Evans  Hughes,  then  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  would  have  succeeded  to  the 
chief  executiveship.  The  head  of  this  de¬ 
partment  speaks  for  the  administration  on  all 
foreign  affairs,  and  is  given  more  or  less  lati¬ 
tude  to  do  so,  depending  upon  the  type  of 
person  occupying  the  White  House.  Of 
course,  the  President’s  attitude  is  that  which 
is  refiected  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  In 


the  case  of  President  Wilson,  he  very  largely 
carried  on  the  foreign  affairs  of  tnis  coun¬ 
try  himself. 

The  official  Congressional  Directory  out¬ 
lines  the  official  duties  of  the  head  of  the 
State  Department  as  follows:  “The  Secretary 
of  State  is  charged,  under  the  direiition  of 
the  President,  with  the  duties  appertaining 
to  correspondence  with  the  public  ministers 
and  the  consuls  of  the  United  States  and  with 
the  representatives  of  foreign  powers  ac¬ 
credited  to  the  United  States,  and  to  nego-. 
tiations  of  whatever  character  relating  to  the 
foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States.  He  is 
also  the  medium  of  correspondence  between 
the  President  and  the  chief  executives  of  the 
several  States  of  the  United  States;  he  has 
the  custody  of  the  seal  of  the  United  States, 
and  countersigns  and  affixes  such  seal  to  all 
treaties.  Executive  proclamations,  to  various 
commissions,  and  to  warrants  for  the  extra¬ 
dition  of  fugitives  from  iustice.  He  is  re¬ 
garded  as  the  first  in  rank  among  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Cabinet.  He  is  also  the  custodian 
of  the  treaties  made  with  foreign  states,  and 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  He  grants 
and  issues  passports,  and  exequaturs  to  for¬ 
eign  jconsuls  in  the  United  States  are  issued 
through  his  office.  He  publishes  the  laws  and 
resolutions  of  Congress,  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  and  proclamations  declaring  the 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union.” 

The  head  of  the  department  is  assisted  by 
an  Undersecretary  of  State  and  assistant 
secretaries.  His  staff  in  Washington  num¬ 
bers  about  600.  He  must  have  detailed  and 
reliable  information  concerning  everv  coun¬ 
try  on  earth.  To  make  this  possible,  divisions 
have  been  organised  in  the  State  Department, 
each  of  which  embraces  a  number  of  coun¬ 
tries.  The  only  country  to  have  a  depart¬ 
ment  given  entirely  to  it  is  Mexico.  Over 
these  various  divisions  are  men  who  have 
spent  years  of  foreign  service  in  the  sections 
which  they  are  to  keep  posted  upon  in  order 
to  advise  the  secretary  regarding  the  minut¬ 
est  detail.  The  Secretary  of  State  must  not 
only  look  to  the  White  House  for  certain 
initiative  and  indication  of  approval,  but  in 
dealing  with  such  a  multitude  of  questions, 
he  is  under  the  influence  of  precedents  and 
subject  to  the  advice  of  assistants  and  divi¬ 
sion  heads  who  have  expert  knowledge  of  par¬ 
ticular  countries.  Observers  here  in  the 
Capital  frequently  learn  of  some  over-enthu¬ 
siastic  or  prejudiced  assistant  misguiding  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Then  it  is  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  becomes  effective,  as  has  been  evi¬ 
denced  by  recent  instances. 

Personal  and  General 

— The  Tennessee  Conference  convenes  Oc¬ 
tober  12,  at  Martin,  Tenn. 

— Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson  writes  that  the 
date  of  the  Savannah  Annual  Conference  has 
been  changed  from  October  20  to  December  1. 
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Youth  and  the  Bible 


“'^TTE  DON’T  believe  in  the  Bible  and  we  don’t  want 
it  stuffed  down  our  throats,”  said  a  youthful  bol- 
"  shevik  to  the  principal  of  a  Brooklyn  high  school 
before  whom  he  had  been  cited  to  appear  for  disrespect 
shown  toward  reading  of  the  Bible  at  the  assembly  hour 
of  the  school. 

The  young  student,  investigation  disclosed,  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Society  of  the  Godless,  an  anti-religious  or¬ 
ganization  flourishing  in  the  high  schools.  That  society 
is  sponsored  by  the  American  Association  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  Atheism,  with  headquarters  in  New  York, 
but  whose  influence  is  being  felt  throughout  the  nation 
as  it  carries  on  its  propaganda  against  religious  belief 
and  practice. 

The  object  of  their  attack  is  the  Bible;  and  their 
strategy  is  shown  in  their  approach  through  the  youth 
of  the  nation.  Taking  advantage  of  the  adolescent  period 
of  youth,  when  the  impulse  is  strong  to  know  and  enter 
into  the  self-conscious,  independent  experience  of  life  with 
restraints  thrown  off,  this  atheistic  organization  hopes  to 
alienate  the  rising  generation  from  the  religious  moorings 
that  have  been  the  steadying-point  of  our  age-old  civil¬ 
izations.  Present-day  youth  are  asked  by  this  organiza¬ 
tion  to  subscribe  to  the  following  destructive  notions : 

“There  is  no  God.  ' 

“The  idea  of  the  Virgin  birth  is  laughable. 

“There  is  no  heaven  and  no  hell. 

“Religion  is  worship  of  the  Supernatural  and  should  be  abolished. 

“The  Church  is  a  dangerous  institution.” 

Two  objectives  are  said  to  be  cherished  by  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  Advancement  of  Atheism  and  its  kindred 
organizations;  namely,  to  remove  the  boys  and  girls  from 
under  the  influence  of  the  clergy  and  to  set  youth  out 
upon  an  adventure  to  grasp  and  revel  in  the  pleasures 
of  the  present  world.  In  other  words,  to  kill  the  funda¬ 
mental  spiritual  passion  of  modern  youth  by  steeping 
it  in  an  orgy  of  worldly  indulgence  in  the  values  of  ma¬ 
terialism. 

Except  in  the  presumption  to  raise  its  head  again  in 
a  period  of  our  world  life  when  religion  is  more  popular 
than  ever  before,  there  is  nothing  at  all  new  about  this 
atheistic  movement.  It  is  a  revamping  of  an  old  tendency 
to  read  God  out  of  the  life  of  humanity  by  those  indi¬ 
viduals  who  would  have  none  of  the  restraints  of  a  life 
whose  ideals,  motives,  and  spirit  derive  from  the  discipline 
of  religion.  It  will,  however,  do  harm;  but  not  without 
some  good  in  that  it  may  lead  to  a  constructively  critical 
study  and  reappraisal  of  the  Bible.  We  are  rapidly  ap¬ 
proaching  the  time  when  a  deflnite,  clear-cut  attitude 
must  be  taken  by  the  Christian  Church  on  the  interpreta¬ 
tion,  authority,  and  significance  of  the  Bible  for  our  mod¬ 
em  life.  Questions  of  serious  moment  concerning  the  Bible 
are  pressing  hard  upon  present-day  apologists  for  the 
Book.  Does  it  contain  codes  that  are  binding Are  all 
parts  of  it  inspired?  What  parts  are  not  to  be  taught? 
Or  is  merely  the  idealism  of  the  Bible  to  be  conserved? 

Recently  a  leading  prelate  has  this  to  say : 

“The  Church’s  message  should  be  one  of  ideals  rather  than  one 
of  legislation.  .  .  .  Let  us  frankly  acknowledge  that  the  many 
moral  lessons  drawn  from  Old  Testament  Sunday-school  leaflets,  the 
reading  of  the  Ten  Commandments  in  Church,  Elmer  Gantry  vice 
crusades,  or  the  Pope  issuing  edicts  on  the  dress  of  women  are  about 


as  effective  weapons  in  deterring  people  from  immoral  acts  as  an 
Indian  bow  and  arrow  would  be  in  piercing  the  side  of  an  iron-clad 
battleship.  It  is  not  the  business  of  the  Church  to  legislate  in  morals. 
.  .  .  The  Church’s  business  is  to  set  forward  g^eat  principles, 
and  not  to  lay  down  minute  moral  directions.” 

But  where  must  these  great  principles  come  from? 
What  is  the  source  of  their  discovery  and  inspiration? 
What  is  a  more  authoritative  mirror  of  life  ideals  than 
the  Bible  sets  forth?  What  has  formed  the  foundation 
and  inspiration  of  so  much  creative  thinking  and  endeavor 
in  human  society  as  has  the  Bible?, 

To  stem  this  tide  of  atheistic  activity  there  is  pressing 
need  of  the  reinstatement  of  Bible  reading  in  the  school 
and  home.  Inasmuch  as  the  Bible  is  the  basic  Book  of  our 
Christian  religion,  any  blow  dealt  at  that  Book  must 
concern  the  popularity  of  that  religion.  Likewise,  since 
its  ideal  and  spirit  are  of  the  essence  of  the  Christian 
religion,  it  is  evident  that  the  perpetuity  of  that  religion 
will  be  guaranteed  only  as  the  ideal,  spirit,  and  motive  of 
the  Book  are  valued  and  conserved  in  human  history. 

Besides  being  a  blow  at  religion,  inveighing  against 
the  value  of  the  Bible  as  the  inspiration  and  norm  of  hu¬ 
man  life  is  an  attack  on  the  sources  of  personal  character. 
To  be  found  in  the  Bible  are  the  most  challenging  sources 
of  inspiration,  enrichment  and  power  of  individual  per¬ 
sonal  character.  All  that  is  worth  while  in  the  lives  of 
those  men  and  women  whose  lives  have  been  a  benediction 
to  their  neighbors  is  a  reflection  of  that  superb  spirit 
which  makes  the  Bible  the  invaluable  Book  that  it  is 
to-day. 

The  Society  of  the  Godless,  attacking  the  Bible  and 
the  God  of  that  Bible,  are  unpatriotic  and  political  an¬ 
archists.  They  would  destroy  the  Republic  that  fosters 
and  secures  to  them  their  right  of  religious  freedom. 
This  nation  was  founded  upon  positive  belief  in  God. 
Upon  the  open  Bible,  the  President  of  the  nation  and  the 
Governors  of  the  several  States  place  their  hand  and  take 
the  oath  of  office,  relying  on  the  help  of  God  for  assistance 
in  administering  the  duties  of  their  office.  Both  Houses 
of  Congress  are  opened  with  prayer  in  all  their  sessions. 
Ours  is  a  nation  of  believers  in  God,  and  not  of  atheists. 

Likewise,  whatever  of  social  progress  has  been  attained 
by  the  nation  and  by  ouy  institutions  and  our  people  has 
been  under  the  creative  influence  of  the  religious  factors, 
the  Bible  being  the  central,  in  our  national  life.  Any 
effort  that  seeks  to  discredit  all  our  past  achievement 
and  to  impair  that  idealism  that  has  made  our  nation 
what  it  is  to-day  should  be  met  by  every  counteracting 
power  within  command  of  the  nation.  Infidelity  should 
eradicated  from  the  schools  where  our  youth  are  taught. 
The  Bible,  its  spirit,  its  ideals,  its  motives,  should  be  re¬ 
instated  and  given  the  place  of  emphasis  in  every  scheme 
of  education.  The  nation  has  the  right  to  do  this  and 
the  Church  should  challenge  to  that  task.  If  the  nation 
can  write  Prohibition  into  its  Constitution  it  can  enthrone 
the  Bible  in  the  schoolroom.  If  the  former  act  was  ex¬ 
pedient  and  profitable,  the  latter  is  necessary  and  im¬ 
perative.  We  cannot  prosper  as  a  Godless  nation,  for 
happy  is  that  people  whose  God  is  the  Lord.  Make  the 
Bible  dominant  in  the  instruction  of  the  youth. 
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Summer  School  for  City  and  Rural  Pas¬ 
tors  of  the  Little  Rock  Conference 

Held  at  Philander  Smith  College,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

By  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Lester 


The  Summer  School  for  City  and  Rural  Pastors, 
directed  by  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and 
Church  Extension,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
was  held  at  Philander  Smith  College,  June  6-18,  1927. 

It  was  the  first  time  that  they  had  had  this  rare 
opportunity,  and  the  men  showed  their  appreciation  by 
diligently  applying  themselves  to  the  work  in  hand.  They 
eagerly  and  prayerfully  sought  and  received  each  day 
solutions  of  problems  which  must  be  attacked  and  clari¬ 
fied  by  men  of  vision  for  this  the  most  crucial  period  of 
any  age. 

Each  meeting  proved  a  clearing  house,  as  the  frank 
and  free  discussions  engaged  in  by  both  pastors  and 
laymen  attested.  The  efficient  instructors,  filled  with  a 
desire  to  help,  never  tired  of  giving  information  through 
worth-while  methods  to  these  leaders  in  the  church.  Their 
teaching  consisted  of  new  and  vivid  experiences,  which 
made  a  workable  program  for  any  wide-awake  pastor. 

Dr.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  director  of  Negro  Work  of 
the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension, 
placed  a  high  value  on  evangelism  and  stressed  the  im¬ 
portance  of  making  advancement  by  closer  attention  to 
the  message,  public  meeting,  personal  effort,  and  conser¬ 
vation  of  results  by  modem  methods. 

“The  Pastor,  a  Leader  in  Community  Life,”  was  never 
more  thoroughly  portrayed  than  through  the  teachings 
of  Dr.  Ralph  A.  Felton,  professor  of  Rural  Social  Or¬ 
ganization,  Cornell  University,  New  York.  Each  session 
brought  to  the  pastors  the  demands  of  the  community 
and  the  emphatic  way  to  meet  them.  The  methods  for 
improvement  were  practical,  touching  in  a  most  vital  way 
every  phase  of  life  under  this  godly  leader’s  supervision. 


Timothy  B.  Echols,  professor  of  Religious  Education, 
Samuel  Huston  College,  Austin,  Texas,  handled  this  fun¬ 
damental  subject,  “Religious  Education,”  in  a  remark¬ 
able  way.  The  teaching  problem  in  the  church  will  now 
seem  less  difficult  after  Prof.  Echols’  clear  and  concise 
treatment  and  application  of  the  principles  involved  in 
the  development  of  the  religious  life.  The  pastors  were 
impressed  that  this  can  only  be  accomplished  by  a  com¬ 
prehensive  and  unified  program  of  religious  instruction. 

Missionary  education  was  ably  taught  by  Dr.  W.  L. 
Turner,  the  pastor  at  Hot  Springs  and  dean  of  the  school. 
Dr.  Turner,  in  his  teaching  and  his  appeal  through  his 
lecture  on  Africa,  laid  on  the  hearts  of  the  pastors  and 
delegates  the  necessity  of  arousing  their  people  to  greater 
activity  in  this  field. 

“Rural  Survey  and  Program”  was  presented  each  day 
by  Dr.  M.  T.  J.  Howard,  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
and  Church  Extension.  The  doctor’s  classes  were  alert 
and  pleased  to  get  the  necessary  information  on  construc¬ 
tion  activity  as  presented  in  this  course.  Valuable  in¬ 
struction  on  the  method  of  making  out  a  church  program 
was  given  and  created  intense  interest  which  resulted  in 
a  spirited  contest.  The  highest  score  was  made  by  the 
Rev.  W.  D.  Lester,  with  the  Rev.  N.  W.  Holland  a  close 
second. 

A  resolution  carried  that  there  be  appointed  a  city 
and  rural  executive  committee  to  work  with  the  district 
superintendents  for  a  perfecting  of  similar  organizations 
in  the  districts  and  the  local  charges.  Its  chief  objective 
will  be  training  for  efficient  leadership.  The  members  of 
this  committee  are  the  Revs.  N.  W.  Holland,  W.  D.  Les- 
{Concluded  on  page  572) 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Professional  Pessimists 

NE  of  the  most  prominent  features  of  the  world  of 
sport  for  the  last  two  years  has  been  the  growth 
of  professionalism.  Football  and  tennis  stars  of 
international  fame  have  left  the  ranks  of  the  amateurs 
and  become  professionals.  What  was  originally  done  in 
sport  for  the  fun  of  the  thing  has  been  made  into  a  regu¬ 
lar  profession  with  a  large  income. 

This  professionalism  in  sport  has  been  paralleled  by 
development  very  much  like  professionalism  in  other  rela¬ 
tions  of  life. 

Dr.  James  Gordon  Gilkev  in  a  commencement  ad¬ 
dress  at  Adelphi  College,  Brooklyn,  a  few  weeks  ago,  de¬ 
voted  a  timely  utterance  to  one  of  the  most  obnoxious  of 
this  group  of  new  professionals,  namely,  the  professional 
pessimist.  There  is  many  a  sad-faced  soul  abroad  in  the 
world  who  deserves  this  title.  Both  in  print  and  in  public 
speech  he  proclaims  with  a  falling  wail  that  “the  world  is 
out  of  joint.”  He  does  not  as  a  rule  finish  that  quotation 
from  Hamlet,  for  to  him  it  is  no  “cursed  spite  that  he  is 
born  to  set  it  right.”  The  job  suits  him  right  down  to 
the  ground.  He  rushes  at  it  with  joy! 

Doctor  Gilkey  spoke  on  a  topic  which  would  be  like  a 
veritable  red  rag  to  a  bull,  to  these  professional  pessi¬ 
mists.  The  topic  was:  “What’s  Right  With  America?” 
The  professional  pessimist  would  dispose  of  such  a  topic 
in  short  order,  because  in  his  mind  little  or  nothing  is 
right  with  America. 

Max  Beerbohm,  the  famous  English  cartoonist,  has 
pictured  this  present  mood  very  strikingly:  One  repre¬ 
sents  The  Future,  As  Beheld  hy  the  Nineteenth  Century, 
and  shows  a  solid,  prosperous,  bewhiskered  John  Bull,  full- 
fed  on  Jeremy  Bentham  contemplating  an  enlarged  edi¬ 
tion  of  himself  with  amiable  self-satisfaction  and  approval. 
In  the  next  picture.  The  Future  As  Beheld  by  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  Century,  we  have  a  lanky,  fearful,  unhappy  looking 
youth,  with  a  black  band  on  his  arm,  timidly  regarding  a 
large  question  mark  on  a  dim  and  cloudy  background. 

It  is  a  good  thing  for  our  time  to  be  shaken  loose  from 
a  blind  and  selfish  complacency.  Indeed,  there  is  a  lot 
more  shaking  necessary,  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  to 
the  other  extreme  of  making  a  cult  of  an  equally  blind 
pessimism. 

Mr.  P.  G.  WoDEHOusE  says  of  one  of  his  characters 
that  “He  was  always  going  around  seeking  for  the  leak 
in  life’s  gaspipe  with  a  lighted  candle.”  That  description 
fits  very  well  an  almost  conscious  pessimism  finding  ex¬ 
pression  today  in  a  great  many  writers,  especially  those 
of  more  tender  age.  If  you  want  to  be  happy  don’t  read 
too  many  modern  novels.  They  have  got  the  most  gloomy 
stuff  ever  turned  out.  Everything  goes  wrong  and  the 
happy  ending  is  gone  too.  It  is  a  question,  however, 
whether  the  pessimistic  writer  of  today  is  hot  just  as  far 
from  the  truth  of  life  as  the  romantic  optimistic  writer  of 
a  generation  ago.  Yet  a  flair  for  indigo  pessimism  is 
frequently  taken  for  genius. 

The  professional  pessimist  is  thought  by  himself,  and 
those  taken  in  by  him,  to  be  a  very  profound  thinker.  It 
is  a  very  common  error  to  suppose  that  pessimism  is  itself 
a  sign  of  profound  thought,  and  optimism  a  mark  of  a 
shallow  mind ;  just  as  many  people  when  listening  to  music 
think  they  can  look  intelligent  merely  by  looking  sad.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  Emerson  and  Browning  were 


both  profound  thinkers  and  they  were  incorrigible  opti¬ 
mists. 

There  are  a  number  of  contemporary  figures  in  Amer¬ 
ica  who  are  being  mistaken  for  prophets  when  they  are 
only  pessimists. 

The  antidote  for  this  stylish  cult  of  gloom  is  not  a 
blind  superficial  Pollyanna  optimism.  That,  if  anything, 
is  more  deadly  and  depressing  than  any  pessimism  could 
be.  The  antidote  is  to  look  squarely  into  the  face  of  life 
and  interpret  the  facts  in  the  light  of  faith  in  man  and 
in  the  purposes  of  God. 

• 

Fannie  Hurst  Says  a  Few  Words 

The  name  of  Fannie  Hurst  has  not  figured  largely 
in  the  religious  press.  Well  known  as  one  of  the 
most  popular  short  story  writers  in  the  United 
States,  she  has  devoted  herself  largely  to  the  interpreta¬ 
tion  and  representation  of  current  life.  The  title  of  one 
of  her  books  gives  a  clue  to  her  field  of  interest — Just 
Around  the  Corner.  The  other  day  she  was  interviewed 
by  a  reporter  from  the  New  York  Evening  World  on  the 
subject  of  prohibition.  Her  intensely  vigorous  and  un¬ 
conventional  language  in  that  interview  gives  a  somewhat 
novel  approach  to  one  angle  of  the  prohibition  problem. 
It  is  very  much  worth  while  passing  on. 

Miss  Hurst  distinctly  affirms  at  the  beginning  of  the 
interview  that  she  is  not  a  fanatic  on  prohibition,  but  that 
fact  has  not  prevented  her  from  puncturing  the  loud  pre¬ 
tensions  of  much  of  the  personal  liberty  propaganda  now 
being  sprayed  over  the  land. 

“I  do  not  blame  the  law  for  the  chaos  society  has  fallen  into.  I 
blame  the  human  beings  whose  guzzling  instinct  (I  can’t  help  using 
a  vulgar  word  for  a  vulgar  practice)  causes  them  to  flout  this  law, 
to  make  beasts  of  themselves  and  to  do  -othing  whatever  about  a 
dangerous  situation  save  howl  protests  against  the  government’s 
invasion  of  their  ‘personkl  liberty.’ 

“I  am  willing  to  be  boiled  in  oil,  but  I  do  think  there’s  a  lot  to 
be  said  for  Prohibition.  There  are  other  laws,  aren’t  there,  that 
strike  at  personal  liberty?  Do  people  pay  any  attention  to  them? 
Look  at  the  legislation  that  lets  children  work  in  places  where 
they  should  not  work,  doing  terrible  things  that  affect  health,  educa¬ 
tion,  their  freedom,  their  future!  Look  at  free  speech — strangled! 
Look  at  men  put  behind  bars  because  they  had  opinions  and  spoke 
them ! 

“Look  at  all  these  things!  Who  cares?  The  Senate  sleeps  or 
fuddles  through.  Laws  against  liberty,  laws  against  women,  laws 
against  criminals  who  are  victims  of  poverty  and  neglect — ^laws,  laws, 
laws  everywhere  which  stifle  and  destroy! 

“Yet  only  when  a  law  comes  along  that  deprives  us  of  a  sensuous 
pleasure  do  we  raise  all  this  hue  and  cry.  Comes  Prohibition,  and 
instantly  we  become  highly  vocal  with  resentment.  Such  awareness  of 
oppression  was  never  known  before.  We  get  hydrophobia! 

“We  resent  the  law  in  alcoholic  orgies  that  leave  us  spent  and 
ineffectual.  We  run  around  in  search  of  liquids  with  which  to  con¬ 
found  it.  We  befuddle  ourselves  with  vicious  concoctions  that  we 
complain  are  forced  upon  us  by  a  murderous  statute.  We  hold  wild 
wassail  with  an  expenditure  of  energy  that  would  reform  the  world 
if  rightly  used.” 

Her  remarks  on  the  younger  generation  hit  the  older 

generation  just  as  squarely  in  the  center  of  the  forehead 

as  David’s  pebble  landed  on  Goliath’s  head. 

“We  go  around  lamenting  the  decadence  of  the  younger  genera¬ 
tion.  They  drink,  we  say.  They  are  immoral,  we  say.  They  have 
broken  our  control,  and  heaven  only  knows  what  will  happen.  Well, 
how  in  heaven’s  name  could  it  be  otherwise?  What  example  are  we 
setting?  Do  we  show  any  self-control?  Do  we  show  any  high  ideals 
or  symptoms  of  courage  and  altruism? 

“NO!  We  make  spectacles  of  ourselves,  turning  social  parties 
into  bacchanalian  orgies,  getting  boozy,  woozy  and  loose.  Then  we 
blame  the  youngsters  for  their  naughtiness  just  as  we  blame  Prohi¬ 
bition  for  ours. 

“But  I  have  yet  to  see  proof,”  she  says,  “that  alcohol  is  beneficial, 
and  I  depend  on  it  too  little  to  comprehend  the  rage  of  those  to 
whom  it  is  inspiration  and  solace.  We  have  never  seen  a  country 
continuously  free  from  its  use.  It  would  be  an  interesting  experi¬ 
ment  to  try.” 
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ON  YOUR  RIGHT  YOU  SEE  THE  LOUVRET 


The  Behavior  of  Throngs  of  American  Tourists  Plays  a  Real  Part  in  Determining  What  Europe  Thinks  of  the  United  States 


America  in  Europe 

Some  Observations  on  What  Europe  Thinks  of  the  United  States— And  Why 

By  P.  Whitwell  Wilson 

Of  the  “New  York  Times"  Staff 
Author  "The  Christ  We  Forget,"  “The  Church  We  Forget” 


IF  I  WRITE  a  few  lines  about  the  glimpse  which  I  had 
this  year  of  Europe,  it  is  because,  everywhere  I  went, 
whether  it  be  Italy  or  Britain  or  France  or  Geneva, 
where  the  Council  of  the  League  of  Nations  happened  to 
be  in  session,  I  heard  a  discussion  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  The  great  Republic  of  the  New  World  was 
a  phenomenon  over  which  the  peoples  of  the  Old  World 
were  deeply  pondering. 

Of  the  unknown,  we  are  all  of  us  nervous.  And  one 
fact  that  has  to  be  faced  is  that  Europe  cannot  arrive  at 
a  definite  idea  of  what  the  policy  is  which  the  United 
States  is  pursuing.  She  started  the  League  of  Nations, 
but  has  not  joined  it.  She  negotiated  the  Treaty  of  Ver¬ 
sailles,  but  has  not  ratified  it.  She  has  troops  in  China, 
but  with  what,  if  any,  ultimate  objective.?  What  is  here 
implied  must  not  be  interpreted  as  a  criticism.  It  is  in¬ 
tended  merely  to  mean  that  the  arrangement  whereby  the 
President  acts  as  Executive,  subject  to  a  diplomatic  veto 
by  the  Senate,  makes  it  difficult  for  other  nations,  rep¬ 
resented  at  a  round-table  by  plenipotentiaries,  to  know 
how  far  what  is  proposed  or  accepted  by  the  United 
States  is  final. 

What  Europe  is  Asking  About  the  United  States 

To  Americans,  it  may  appear  that,  with  France  de¬ 
laying  her  ratification  of  the  Chinese  Settlements  until  the 


Far  East  had  burst  into  flame,  and  with  Britain  suggest¬ 
ing  protocols  of  disarmament  one  day  which  she  throws 
over  the  next,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  erratic  diplomacy 
outside  of  Washington.  And  this  is  true.  But  Europe 
had  hoped  that  the  United  States  would  be  a  steadying 
influence,  and  it  has  seemed  sometimes  as  if  her  example 
set  an  opposite  fashion. 

Hence  the  curiously  sensitive  comments  on  President 
Coolidge’s  intervention — if  that  be  the  right  word — in 
Nicaragua.  The  intrinsic  importance  of  the  affair  to 
Europe  was  not  appreciable,  but  Nicaragua  became  a 
symbol  of  a  momentous  interrogation.  Did  it  mean  that 
the  United  States  was  entering  on  the  path  of  imperial¬ 
ism  which  had  been  trodden  by  every  other  nation,  as 
wealthy  and  powerful  as  she,  except  possibly  China.?  If 
Nicaragua,  what  about  Venezuela?  What  about  Chile 
and  Peru  and  even  Brazil?  Was  the  Monroe  Doctrine 
to  be  interpreted  as  a  mandate  over  Latin-America,  as¬ 
serted  irrespective  of  the  League  of  Nations? 

Wild  hypotheses?  Yes ;  but  we  must  allow  for  human 
nature.  Neither  the  Old  World  nor  the  New  is  inhabited 
by  angels.  Europe  is  old  and  proud  and  poor,  and  the 
United  States  is  young  and  vigorous  and  rich.  Every¬ 
thing  that  Europe  knows  of  the  United  States  suggests 
success.  A  gift  from  John  D.  Rockefeller  of  a  fabulous 
magnitude  means  that,  behind  the  gift,  there  must  he 
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I  still  more  fabulous  sums  in  reserve. 

If  the  American  film  is  supreme,  the 
reason  is  held  to  be  that  America 
can  afford  to  acquire  any  actor  at 
any  price  and  to  pay  any  sum  for 
production.  So  it  is  with  works  of 
art,  singers,  and  even  athletes  and 
authors.  The  longest  purse  wins. 

Even  in  training  for  championships, 
an  abundance  of  cash  affects  the 
human  equation. 

Visible  United  States  Prosperity 

It  is  the  prosperity  of  the  United 
States  alone  that  Europe  sees.  The 
labor  and  sacrifice  to  which  that 
prosperity  is  due,  are  hidden  from 
the  vision.  That  yachts,  designed  in 
Narragansett  Bay,  can  hold  the  cup 
against  Sir  Thomas  Lipton,  is  known 
to  every  schoolboy.  But  no  school¬ 
boy  is  familiar  with  floods  on  the  Mississippi.  Bad 
weather  costs  the  lives  of  two  gallant  French  aviators. 
But  the  circumstance  that  this  same  tornado  killed  more 
than  200  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  Texas  and  the 
neighboring  areas,  is  overlooked.  We  see  what  we  see, 
and  only  that.  To  give  an  illustration.  As  I  write, 
there  are  fifteen  drives  for  an  aggregate  of  sixty-two 
million  dollars,  so  I  am  told,  in  New  York  alone.  Of  these 
efforts,  Europe  hears  literally  nothing.  She  makes  no 
allowance  for  the  fact*  that  American  industry  has  out¬ 
lawed  the  saloon. 

Again,  we  do  not  attach  sufficient  importance,  to  ges¬ 
tures.  India  contains  330  million  people.  Yet  the  mind 
of  India  has  been  profoundly  influenced  by  two  eve.nts 
which  affected  merely  a  thousand  or  two  lives.  The  first 
was  the  awful  massacre  of  Britons  in  the  Black  Hole  of 
Calcutta.  And  the  second  was  the  scarcely  less  terrible 
loss  of  life  in  the  square  at  Amritzar. 

So  with  the  lynching  of  Negroes.  It  has  become  a 
proverb  throughout  the  world,  and  the  fact  that  these 
events  have  been  in  a  large  me6usure  discontinued,  will  be 
slow  in  overtaking  the  former  sensation.  The  steady 
improvement  in  political  conditions,  which  is  proceeding 
in  the  United  States,  does  not  make  an  impression  on  the 
old  world  except  gradually  and  imperceptibly.  In  the 
case  of  Britain,  accustomed,  as  she  is,  to  forrtis  and  cere¬ 
monies  which  have  been  unchanged  for  many  centuries, 
it  is  hard,  indeed,  suddenly  to  eradicate  conceptions 
which  have  ceased  to  embody  the  substance. 

The  influence  of  the  United  States  over  Britain  at 
any  rate  has  always  been  great.  But  it  is  an  influence 
that  has  developed.  When  I  was  a  boy,  we  learned  Long¬ 
fellow  by  heart;  we  were  thrilled  by  Edgar  Allan  Poe; 
we  lived  in  “Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin” ;  we  wept  over  “The  Wide, 
Wide  World,”  and  roared  with  laughter  over  Mark 
Twain ;  Rollo  was  our  brother,  and  our  sisters  were 
**Little  Women”;  in  “The  Pansy  Books”  we  discerned 
the  call ;  Moody  was  predestination,  and  Sankey  was  the 
sweet  singer  in  Israel.  The  melodies  of  the  South  and  the 
Battle  Hymn  of  the  North  never  ceased  to  echo  in  our 
ears. 

Somebody  has  said  recently  that  the  Puritanism  of 
the  United  States  which  made  so  varied  an  appeal  to  us, 
is  undergoing  the  final  agony  of  dissolution.  No  longer 
shall  we  see  the  United  States  of  other  days  which  was 
ridiculed  by  Thackeray  and  caricatured  by  Dickens.  In¬ 


stead  of  the  revival,  Europe  wel¬ 
comes  the  revue  ;  instead  of  spirit¬ 
uality,  syncopation. 

Whether  there  is  any  truth  in 
this  suggestion  I  do  not  know.  I 
am  one  who  believes  and  will  always 
believe  that  Mr.  Babbitt  has  not  only 
a  body  to  be  insulted,  but  a  soul 
to  be  saved.  And  I  cannot  forget 
that  it  was  the  old  United  States 
from  whose  shores  there  sailed  to 
England  an  ambassador  so  illustri¬ 
ous  as  James  Russell  Lowell.  His 
declarations  of  the  rights  of  man 
rang  with  the  reverberating  author¬ 
ity  of  a  prophetic  thunder;  and  the 
password  of  Gladstonean  liberation 
was  Lincoln’s  address  at  Gettys¬ 
burg. 

At  Geneva  I  found  many  Amer¬ 
ican  citizens  imbued  with  the  spirit, 
who  were  rendering  invaluable  service  to  mankind.  I 
heard  the  leading  statesmen  of  Europe — Stresemann  of 
Germany,  Briand  of  France,  Chamberlain  of  England, 
all  sitting  side  by  side — ^pay  emphatic  tribute  to  the 
United  States  for  her  contribution  to  the  report  on  the 
white  slave  trafiSc ;  and  this  is  but  one  of  innumerable 
tasks  undertaken  by  American  citizens  in  international 
co-operation.  The  names  of  Hoover,  of  Morgenthau,  of 
Young,  are  household  words;  and  in  the  rectitude  and 
impartiality  of  such  men,  an  ancient  and  a  sophisticated 
continent  places  an  implicit  reliance.  The  fact  that  the 
catalogue  of  the  Vatican  Library  is  to  be  elaborated 
by  American  .and,  indeed,  Protestant  assistance,  is  sig¬ 
nificant  of  the  broad  outlook  which  is  spreading  over  the 
citizenship  of  the  world. 

Suggestions  to  American  Tourists 

If,  then,  I  offer  a  few  suggestions,  it  is  in  the  hope 
that  Americans  themselves,  when  traveling  in  Europe, 
will  avoid  those  thoughtless  trivialities  which  sometimes 
impair  thfe  prestige  of  their  great  and  friendly  nation. 

In  Paris,  apparently,  there  have  been  incidents.  At 
any  rate,  incidents  are  alleged,  and  it  is  a  case  where 
allegation  is  as  important  to  friendship  as  fact.  Plas¬ 
tering  the  suitcase  with  francs,  tearing  up  francs  in  a 
restaurant  on  Montmartre,  breaking  a  bottle  of  cham¬ 
pagne  over  the  tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier  by  the  Arc 
de  Triomphe — one  heard  all  these  legends,  and  one  heard 
them  from  French  lips. 

They  demonstrated  two  things:  First,  that  a  single 
indiscretion  by  a  tourist  in  a  foreign  land  may  bring  ill 
will  on  a  thousand  of  his  countrymen  who  are  wholly  in¬ 
nocent  of  any  such  discourtesy ;  and,  secondly,  that 
ninety-nine  hundredths  of  the  trouble  is  due  to  one  single 
cause,  namely,  intoxication.  The  Americans  who  are 
getting  their  country  into  had  odor  are  the  Americans 
who  break  the  Eighteenth  Amendment.  Not  once,  nor 
twice,  did  I  have  evidence  of  this.  All  the  myths  circu¬ 
lated  about  the  United  States  Army  on  the  Rhine  and 
the  United  States  Navy  in  Australasian  waters  included 
allusions  to  liquor. 

Let  me  add  that  I  am  faf  from  accepting  this  gossip 
as  veracious.  And  I  have  good  cause  for  regarding  it 
with  suspicion.  The  liquor  trade  throughout  the  world 
must  at  all  costs  discredit  a  country  that  adopts  pro¬ 
hibition.  Twenty  pots  of  beer,  imbibed  by  a  Briton,  are 
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moderation.  A  single  whisky  and  soda,  sipped  by  a 
Pennsylvanian,  becomes  an  orgy.  But  the  lesson  surely 
is  none  the  less  important.  There  is  one  way  only  of 
promoting  the  majesty  of  the  United  States — it  is  to 
obey  her  laws."" 

One  other  trifling  suggestion  may  be  permitted.  I 
am  not  one  who  thinks  that  the  tourist  from  the  United 
States  is  inconsiderate  of  the  comfort  of  others.  On  the 
contrary,  I  have  direct  evidence  from  an  excellent  source 
that  Americans  are  at  least  as  careful  to  pay  their  doc¬ 
tors’  bills  when  traveling  as  are  the  British.  Moreover, 
it  is  not  possible,  when  traveling,  to  regard  personal 
finance  as  a  topic  taboo;  fares  and  tips  must  be  men¬ 
tioned. 

But  the  object  of  seeing  the  masterpieces  of  painting 
and  architecture  and  the  glories  of  Alpine  magnificence 
is  to  enrich  the  soul  with  those  treasures  which  are  above 
price.  And  sometimes  I  have  been  amazed  of  an  evening 
to  hear  conversations  among  tourists  of  culture  and  ex¬ 
cellent  social  position  who,  after  a  day  of  seeing  ultimate 
beauty,  appeared  to  have  nothing  to  talk  about  but  the 
price  of  a  room  at  this  or  that  hotel  and  the  eternal 
question  whether,  allowing  for  the  customs,  clothes  are 
cheaper  in  Paris  than  New  York.  For  an  intensive  study 
of  domestic  economy,  why  travel  all  the  way  to  Bethle¬ 
hem,  to  Nazareth,  and  to  Venice.'* 

The  Eternal  Discussions  of  Cash 

Sometimes  this  discussion  of  cash  touches  the  rate  of 
exchange.  In  Great  Britain  sterling  has  been  restored 
to  a  gold  basis,  but  in  France  and  in  Italy  quotations 
for  currency  vary  to  some  extent  from  day  to  day. 

It  is  not  easy  for  Americans,  whose  dollar  has  stood 
consistently  at  par,  to  realize  how  delicate  are  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  those  who  see  their  own  standard  of  money  se¬ 
verely  depressed ;  and  in  hotels,  conversation,  by  no 
means  inaudible,  which  emphasizes  this  painful  situation. 


is  heard  by  others,  directly  affected,  without  particular 
pleasure.  To  spend  thousands  of  dollars  on  dress  and 
accommodation,  second  to  none,  and  then  to  wrangle 
through  the  grille  of  an  agency  with  some  modestly  re¬ 
munerated  cashier  of  Latin  extraction  who  is  merely 
exchanging  currency  according  to  the  instructions  which 
he  has  received — this,  surely,  is  not  either*  tact  or  cour¬ 
tesy.  Either  travel  or  don’t  travel,  but  if  the  decision 
be  to  go  abroad,  let  the  thoughts  rise  above  the  narrow 
margin  of  a  centime  more  or  a  centime  less  per  dollar 
of  credit,  and  the  effect  will  be  beneficial  both  to  the  tour¬ 
ist  and  the  European. 

The  idea  that  all  the  fault  is  on  the  American  side 
is  not.  my  idea.  There  is,  I  think,  a  tendency  in  Great 
Britain,  when  Americans  go  there,  either  to  avoid  men¬ 
tion  of  the  United,  States  altogether  or  to  indulge  only 
in  remarks,  hardly  to  be  described  as  appreciative.  I 
know  of  more  than  one  instance  where  Americans  of  strong 
sympathy  with  Britain^ — indeed,  of  former  British  na¬ 
tionality-; — have  left  that  country  with  affections  per¬ 
ceptibly  cooled  by  the  atmosphere  into  which  they  had 
been  plunged.  It  would  be  wiser  for  Britons  to  find  in 
these  friendly  guests  a  medium  of  information  respecting 
the  life  of  the  United  States  which  is  not  always  avail¬ 
able  in  the  newspapers.  If,  however,  Europe  is  at  the 
moment  a  little  “peeved”  with  this  country,  and  is  show¬ 
ing  it,  this  is  only  one  more  reason  why  there  should  be 
revealed  to  Europe  the  generous  and  sympathetic  aspects 
of  American  citizenship. 

I  can  only  express  the  opinion  that  if  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  refrain  strictly  when  in  Europe  from 
two  things — talk  about  dollars  and  orders  for  drink — 
they  will  in  a  single  season  win  regard  for  their  country. 
The  fact  that  debt  is  under  collection  means  surely  that 
all  the  greater  care  should  be  taken  to  uphold  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  creditor. 

NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Savings  at  Sixty 

High  Finance  in  a  Parsonage 
By  A  Furtive  Clergyman 


Mark  TWAIN’S  remark  that  “everybody  grum¬ 
bles  about  the  weather,  but  nobody  ever  did  any¬ 
thing  about  it,”  is  a  fair  descrijition  of  all  the 
talk  in  our  household  about  saving  money.  And  living 
on  the  same  salary  for  twenty-three  years,  of  course, 
inspired  more  or  less  talk  on  this  theme.  When  we  moved 
into  an  apartment  and  out  of  a  big  house,  which  always 
kept  us  just  about  one  month  behind  in  finances,  I 
broached  the  time-honored  subject  of  savings  again,  and 
was  told  that  as  the  bills  were  now  much  less  that  was 
the  same  as  savings.  I  am  always  told  something,  but 
this  time  I  knew  better. 

The  First  Fifty  Dollars  is  the  Hardest 

Quite  on  the  sly  I  began  with  the  following  system, 
which  I  recommend  to  all  and  sundry,  and  “they  will  re¬ 
ject  it  at  their  peril,”  as  Arnold  Bennett  once  said  about 
some  piece  of  advice  he  was  giving  to  the  public.  Not  a 
word  of  it  did  I  let  on  until  I  had  actually  saved  fifty  dol¬ 
lars.  Nobody  could  begin  lower  than  I  did,  for  the  first 


item  was  fourteen  cents.  I  was  waiting  for  a  trolley 
to  take  me  on  a  fourteen-cent  ride,  and  as  an  automo- 
bilist  picked  me  up  and  saved  that  outlay,  I  said  to  my¬ 
self,  “Now  or  never,”  and  on  my  return  put  fourteen  cents 
into  a  tin  box  in  the  study  desk.  A  friend  and  neighbor 
had  written  a  book,  and  decency  compelled  me  to  buy 
it,  which  I  was  about  to  do  when  the  author  presented 
me  with  a  copy  of  it.  I  put  the  two  dollars  into  the  box 
and  that  made  two-fourteen.  Our  bank  was  giving  out 
small  dime  barrels,  and  I  took  one  and  cheated  myself 
as  often  as  I  could  by  saying  that  I  never  missed  dimes 
anyway.  The  barrel  was  soon  filled ;  it  took  forty  dimes 
to  do  it.  And  every  night  we  went  out  to  dinner  I  sur¬ 
reptitiously  put  away  a  dollar  and  a  half,  and  as  this 
happened  three  times  within  ten  days,  I  was  now  up  to 
ten-sixty-four,  and  nobody  the  wiser  for  it.  When  any¬ 
body  came  in  to  dinner  I  did  nothing. 

One  day  I  was  so  busy  that  I  forgot  lunch  until  din¬ 
ner  time,  when  I  put  away  the  price  of  it.  All  the  coppers 
I  put  into  the  box,  as  coppers  do  not  count,  and  soon  I 
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found  myself  always  paying  carfare  in  silver’  so  as  to  and  wished  he  would  come  again.  One  evening  after  an 
get  a  few  coppers  back.  Having  “got  going,”  there  was  elaborate  afternoon  reception  which  left  us  with  no  ap- 
now  hardly  any  depth  to  which  I  would  not  descend.  For  petite  for  dinner  so  that  we  did  not  have  any,  instead 
some  official  business,  for  which  I  had  always  paid  the  of  letting  it  go  at  that  I  deftly  deposited  a  dollar  and 
postage  myself  rather  than  fuss  about  it,  I  had  given  a  half  in  the  box. 

me  ten  dollars  worth  of  stamped  envelopes,  but  I  should  The  income  tax  has  turned  out  a  great  boon.  There 
never  have  known  the  difference  if  I  had  not  boldly— and  was  but  one  way  to  realize  the  full  relief  of  its  being  re- 
this  was  a  wrench — put  ten  dollars  into  the  box.  Such  duced.  I  had  become  used  to  the  tax  and  was  quite  ready 
bits  of  good  fortune  had  always  been  coming  my  way,  to  pay  it.  Now  I  paid  the  amount  of  the  reduction  to 
but  there  had  never  been  anything  to  show  for  it.  But  myself,  and  all  was  as  before  except  that  I  was  better  off. 

T  _ _1. _  _  a  • 


this  had  some  kick  to  it.  I  was  ten  dollars  i~j-  1 -  i  i  i  i 

better  off  and  could  prove  it. 

The  “Depths”  of  Thrift 

When  at  length — and  it  was  not  so  long, 
either — I  had  amassed  fifty  dollars  and  con 
fessed  the  matter  at  home,  the  response  of 
the  lady  of  the  house  was  good-hu¬ 
mored  approval,  accompanied  with 
the  suggestion  that  this  was  rather 
small  potatoes  for  “the  likes  of  us.” 

As  we  were  now  escaping  the  wages 
of  the  furnace  man,  I  suggested  that 
we  keep  on  paying  them  just  the 
same — to  ourselves.  “But  what 
difference  would  that  make  as  long  as  we  are 
now  saving  them  anyway .P”  I  was  told 

that  it  remained  to  our  credit  on  the  check 
book.  But  I  had  noticed  after  many  years 
of  check  book  that  whatever  was  on  it  gen 
erally  disappeared.  As  a  great  concession 
I  was  now  allowed  to  count  the  absent 
furnace  man  as  a  direct  asset  of  twelve  dol 
lars  a  month. 

Outwardly  I  remained  a  respectable  cit-  ^ 
izen.  No  one  would  have  suspected  what 
was  happening,  but  it  was  now  happening 
all  the  time.  When  I  complained  to  the 

gi  ocer  that  a  can  of  instantaneous  coffee  “QUITE  ON  THE  SLY  I  BEGAN"  Then  I  resort  to  ingenious 

bought  in  the  summer  had  gone  bad,  the  ways  of  putting  the  matter  to 

manufacturers,  getting  the  complaint,  responded  with  a  myself.  If  savings  are  a  bit  slow  for  a  week,  and 
courteous  regret  and  the  gift  of  a  fresh  can.  I  put  the  only  six  dollars,  I  tell  myself,  “That  is  just  the  same 
dollar  and  thirty-five  cents  in  the  tin  box.  as  if  you  owned  another  hundred  dollar  six  per  cent  bond.” 

On  a  certain  Monday  the  cleaning  woman  failed  to  Or  if  the  fragments  should  be  but  four  dollars,  I  proceed 
arrive,  and  as  we  had  already  dedicated  three  dollars  to  imaginatively  as  the  owner  of  another  hundred  dollar 
hei  and  did  not  have  to  pay  it,  I  put  the  three  dollars  Liberty  Bond.  When  the  total  mounts  to  a  sum  of  fifty 
away.  Two  weeks  later  I  confessed  this  chicanery  to  dollars  I  hearten  myself  by  saying  it  is  just  as  if  I  now 
the  lady  of  the  house,  and  she  admitted  that  she  had  done  possessed  a  thousand  dollar  bond.  I  place  much  value 

it,  too.  We  both  refused  to  retract,  and  even  wished  that  upon  these  fictions,  and  do  not  think  this  plan  can  be 
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As  the  lady  of  the  house  runs  the  check  book, 
some  little  finesse  was  needful  in  order  to  get 
the  old  amount  for  the  income  tax,  but  I 
managed  it.  Cunning  and  I  have  almost 
become  twins. 

I  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  I  have 
become  “a  cheap  skate.”  We 
have  not  flinched  on  one  of  the  old 
benevolences  or  drives,  and  do  not 
mean  to  do  so.  Only  it  has  become 
evident  to  me  that  by  the  direct, 
straight-out,  and  ordinary  check 
book  way  we  would  never  get  any¬ 
where  in  savings.  What  we  need 
is  stealth  and  humility,  and  I  can 
now  furnish  enough  for  both. 

When  I  overpay  something  I 
always  treat  the  refund  as  clear 
gain  and  store  it  away.  When 
we  were  about  to  take  the  train 
for  a  seventy-five  mile  ride  and  a 
friend  took  us  there  and  back  by 
automobile,  the  lady  of  the  house 
thought  we  had  saved  the  fare, 
but  I  knew  we  had,  while  she  does 
not  even  know  it  yet. 


Imaginary  Liberty  Bonds 

Then  I  resort  to  ingenious 
ways  of  putting  the  matter  to 


the  cleaning  woman  would  do  it  again.  carried  out  without  them. 

Our  social  position  remained  good.  Nobody  knew 

what  was  going  on.  We  had  always  been  “solvent  debt-  Three  Hundred  Dollars  in  Two  Years! 

ors,”  and  for  all  the  neighbors  knew  had  never  gotten  But  one  must  put  up  with  momentary  reactions  in 

any  better.  One  of  them  sent  us  from  his  country  place  ^  plan  as  good  as  this.  Of  course  I  have  moments  of 
a  fine  ham,  and  I  paid  myself  for  it  after  inquiring  the  shamefacedness  and  say  to  myself,  “Just  to  think  of  it! 
price  thereof  at  the  market.  I  realize  better  the  kind-  what  would  people  think  of  you  if  they  knew.?  And  at 
ness  that  was  done  me. 

rp  !•  -171  •  TV-  The  custodian  of  the  check  book  is  of  many  minds 

Trading  Elusive  Dimes  .bout  this.  Sometimes  she  is  mildly  amused,  sometimes 

My  barber  having  risen  to  being  the  owner  of  the  rather  pleased.  And  as  I  think  of  her  general  unconscious- 

shop,  it  was  no  longer  polite  to  offer  him  a  tip.  He  was  ness  of  the  really  serious  change  that  is  going  on  under 

above  it.  I  was  not,  and  offered  it  to  myself.  Pennies  the  surface  of  our  quiet  home  life,  with  a  perfect  volcano 

rolled  in  all  the  time,  and  the  putting  of  dimes  in  the  little  of  thrift  ready  to  blow  us  into  solvency  almost  any  min- 

barrel  became  almost  a  form  of  inebriety.  When  a  friend  ute,  I  am  reminded  of  the  prayer  of  an  irritated  minister 
insisted  on  paying  for  a  long  distance  call  on  my  tele-  in  Massachusetts  who  is  said  to  have  prayed,  “O  Lord, 
phone — which  I  had  long  since  paid  for  and  forgotten  Thou  knowest  not  half  the  deviltry  that  is  going  on  in 
I  put  the  payment  where  it  would  be  most  appreciated  this  town.” 


) 
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My  Confessional 

By  Bruce  S.  Wright 


Yes,  I  have  a  confessional.  That  label  is  not  on 
the  door,  but  it  is  a  confessional  none  the  less. 
Only  two  words  are  lettered  on  the  door:  Pastor's 
Study.  Beneath  these  words  is  a  brass  knocker  (price, 
$1.75),  which  gives  a  good,  loud  knock,  easily  heard 
within  the  study.  I  am  not  different  from  the  great  run 
of  pastors.  Who  does  not  have  his  confessional?  None 
of  us  calls  it  by  that  name.  Few,  if  any,  desire  to.  For 
it  is  more  than  a  confessional.  It  is  an  “Inspirational.” 
Or  should  be.  Merely  to  hear  someone  “confess”  may 
mean  little  or  much.  It  will  mean  much  only  if  the  one 
who  “confesses”  is  inspired  to  a  new  and  better  way  of 
life.  But  by  far  the  greater  number  who  come  to  the 
pastor  come  to  tell  their  troubles  rather  than  their  sins. 
What  is  it  they  need?  Is  it  not  a  fresh  impartation  of 
courage?  They  need  to  be  inspired  by  an  inner  power 
which  faith  alone  can  give.  No  inconsiderable  number 
of  people  come  to  my  confessional  each  year.  Let  me  tell 
you  about  them,  in  no  least  way  breaking  the  trust  im¬ 
posed  in  me. 

Financial 

By  far  the  largest  number  who  come  to  my  confes¬ 
sional  come  seeking  financial  aid.  There  is  a  strange  and 
striking  similarity  in  their  appeal.  They  are  temporarily 
in  hard  luck.  They  do  not  ask  money  outright.  No,  they 
simply  want  a  loan.  They  have  never  before  asked  anyone 
for  money,  and  they  do  it  now  only  under  the  drive  of 
direst  necessity.  Occasionally  there  is  a  genuine  case 
of  honest-to-goodness  need.  People  from  my  own 
parish  I  try  to  help,  either  from  my  own  pocket  or  from 
funds  which  may  be  made  available.  To  others  I  give  a 
card  or  note  to  the  proper  organization  within  the  city. 
The  Goodwill,  a  noble  example  of  applied  Christianity, 
always  stands  ready  to  help,  working  hand  in  hand  with 
the  pastor  whose  confessional  is  besieged  by  those  in  finan¬ 
cial  distress. 

Family 

Next  in  order,  in  the  number  who  come,  are  those  who 
seek  the  pastor  because  of  family  troubles.  They  are 
desperate;  they  really  want  help;  they  have  tried  many 
things,  and  finally  they  turn  to  the  church.  There 
are  misunderstandings  in  the  family  circle.  “In-laws” 
work  havoc.  What  can  a  pastor  do?  Sometimes  he  can 
help,  seldom  can  he  interfere  in  family  affairs.  Usually 
the  best  he  can  do  is  to  pray  and  hope  that  the  silent 
influence  of  his  coming  and  going  may  work  to  restore 
or  hold  together  the  unmeasured  blessings  of  a  Christian 
home. 

Personal 

A  few  come  with  their  personal  problems.  They  do 
not  ask  a  loan  of  money ;  that  is  made  clear  from  the 
outset.  Nor  are  they  having  trouble  in  their  family  rela¬ 
tionships.  Rather  it  is  something  which  concerns  them 
chiefly  that  makes  them  bold  to  seek  out  the  pastor’s 
confessional.  Most  of  this  group  are  young  people. 
What  about  school?  Should  they  continue  school  beyond 
high  school?  Or  is  it  better  to  plunge  at  once  into  the 
work  of  life,  particularly  if  one  is  not  to  train  for  a  pro¬ 
fessional  or  specialized  career?  Then  there  are  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  heart.  More  than  once  a  young  person  has 


come  seeking  light  on  the  question  of  love  and  marriage. 
Can  you  help  me  get  a  position?  Will  you  write  me  a 
character  letter?  May  I  use  your  name  for  a  reference? 
These  are  common  requests  from  young  people,  which  are 
a  proper  claim  upon  the  pastor’s  time  and  calling,  and  a 
wholly  fitting  subject  for  his  confessional. 

Seeking  Christ 

Rarely,  all  too  rarely,  does  one  seek  the  pastor  be¬ 
cause  he  is  burdened  with  sin.  The  thought  of  his  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God  seldom  moves  him  to  seek  out  the  pas¬ 
tor  and  inquire  the  way  of  life.  But  it  does  happen  now 
and  then.  “Pastor,  I  came  to  talk  with  you  about  unit¬ 
ing  with  the  church.”  A  fine  young  man  whom  I  had 
never  seen  before  told  me  that.  I  had  no  more  than 
opened  the  study  door  when  he  told  me  his  errand.  Yes, 
he  gave  his  life  to  Christ.  He  united  with  the  church. 
That  was  five  years  ago.  He  remains  steadfast  and  true 
to  this  day.  “Pray  with  me;  I  want  you  to  pray  with 
me  that  I  may  conquer  this  awful  habit.”  We  knelt  and 
prayed.  Did  it  help  him?  Prayer  always  helps.  If  the 
knocker  on  my  study  door  could  be  lifted  by  those  whose 
hearts  were  moved  to  seek  Christ  I  would  cheerfully 
forego  all  else  and  remain  in  that  confessional  from  morn¬ 
ing  till  night. 

Confessional  Ideals 

If  a  pastor  is  to  be  helpful  within  his  study  he  must 
set  up  and  hold  fast  certain  ideals.  First  of  all  is  the 
ideal  of  secrecy.  Let  no  pastor  imagine  that  he  can 
whisper  among  his  intimates  the  secrets  which  are  told 
him  in  all  confidence.  Should  a  man  have  secrets  from 
his  wife?  A  pastor  should  and  will.  There  are  experi¬ 
ences,  of  others,  locked  forever  within  my  heart.  Years 
have  passed  since  some  of  these  stories  were  told  me,  as 
years  ha.e  gone  since  I  set  eyes  upon  those  who  told  me 
their  secrets ;  but  should  I  meet  them  to-morrow  I  could 
look  them  straight  in  the  eye  and  say  by  that  look,  “I 
have  kept  inviolate  all  that  you  told  me.”  Another  con¬ 
fessional  ideal  is  sympathy.  Even  the  one  whose  prob¬ 
lem  is  largely  fanciful  will  be  better  off  if  he  has  a  sym¬ 
pathetic  listener.  It  may  be  that  sympathy  is  the  one 
thing  he  needs  above  all  else.  Accessibility  is  a  third 
confessional  ideal.  My  church  is  downtown.  My  study 
is  in  the  church.  It  is  directly  accessible  from  the  large 
vestibule  of  the  parish  house.  Whoever  wishes  to  see  me 
is  not  required  to  run  a  gauntlet  of  secretaries.  He  comes 
straight  to  my  door.  Am  I  not  bothered?  Is  my  time 
not  wasted?  Do  I  not  have  a  procession  of  loafers  and 
professional  runaboutswho  seek  an  easy  mark?  Not  at  all. 
Any  pastor,  accustomed  to  meeting  people,  can  quickly 
read  character,  can  readily  pass  on  and  dispose  of  cases. 

The  Supreme  Need 

The  greatest  need  of  the  great  church  of  Christ  to-day 
is  pastors  who  are  known  to  be  accessible  and  sympa¬ 
thetic,  who  can  be  trusted  in  any  emergency,  with  every 

experience.  “Go  and  see  the  Rev.  Mr. - ;  he  will  help 

you.”  To  have  that  said  of  me  to  those  who  are  in 
trouble  is  the  reputation  I  sincerely  covet.  One  will  be 
a  better  preacher  in  the  pulpit  on  Sunday  for  having 
kept  an  open  door  to  his  confessional  on  week  days. 
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Miss  Violet  Wood  Passes 

By  Miss  O.  E.  Barker 


MISS  VIOLET  WOOD  was  born  in  Oxford,  Ga., 
June  2,  1904,  and  departed  this  life.  May  1, 
1927,  at  the  home  of  her  parents,  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Wood,  210  Fort  Street,  Atlanta,  Ga.  Her 
father  being  a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  moved  from  Oxford  to  Cartersville,  his  first 
charge,  when  Violet  was  only  a  year  and  a  half  old,  and 
her  friends  became  many  as  her  father  moved  over  differ¬ 
ent  charges  of  the  Atlanta  Conference. 

Being  frail,  she  was  unable  to  begin  her  school  life 
until  ten  years  of  age.  However,  she  began  with  zeal, 
and  succeeded  in  completing  first  year  at  Clark  Univer¬ 
sity.  When  health  would  not  permit  her  re-entering  for 
the  second  year’s  work,  she  remained  at  home  in  hope  of 
regaining  health.  A  bright  jewel  she  was  in  the  home, 
where  mother  and  father  rendered  all  earthly  aid  in  help- 
ing  her  to  regain  health.  In  early  spring  she  began  to 
fail  rapidly  and  was  taken  to  the  sanatorium.  When 
her  mother  went  to  visit  her  in  the  evening  of  May  1,  she 
desired  to  return  home,  but  lived  only  a  few  hours  after 
returning.  Her  last  faithful  seirvice  to  her  Sunday  school 
came  during  the  Christmas  season,  for  it  was  then  she 
was  busy  buying  presents  for  the  Christmas  tree.  The 
pupils  of  her  class  found  joy  in  listening  to  her  quiet, 
modest,  and  thoughtful  instructions.  As  fourth  vice- 
president  of  the  Epworth  League,  she  was  present  to  per¬ 
form  her  task  if  illness  did  not  prevent.  The  church 


and  community  feel  keenly  the  loss  of  this  lovely  girl, 
for  she  was  loved  by  all  who  knew  her. 

The  remains  were  taken  to  Oxford,  Ga.,  by  the  Han- 
ley  Undertaker  Company  the  following  Wednesday  morn¬ 
ing,  where  the  funeral  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  N.  J. 
Crolley.  Others  assisting  in  the  services  were  the  Revs. 
Stanton,  Swain,  Demery,  Strickland,  Queen,  and  Ector. 
“Nothing  Between”  was  sung  by  Miss  Lillian  Spruce,  a 
classmate,  and  her  favorite  song,  “It  Is  Well  With  My 
Soul,”  was  sung  by  members  of  the  Faithful  Workers 
Club.  Among  those  escorting  the  body  to  Oxford  were 
members  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  young  women  of 
Faithful  Workers  Club,  superintendent  of  Sunday  school, 
president  of  Epworth  League,  members  of  Fort  Street 
Church,  classmates,  and  friends. 

The  following  ministers  of  Atlanta  acted  as  pall¬ 
bearers:  the  Revs.  H.  W.  B.  Wilson,  C.  L.  Johnson,  J. 
F.  Demery,  E.  G.  Newton,  P.  H.  Travis,  and  J.  W.  Queen. 

She  is  survived  by  mother  and  father,  the  Rev.  W. 
B.  Wood,  pastor  of  Fort  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Atlanta;  three  brothers:  C.  L.  and  Frank,  of 
Atlanta,  and  W.  B.,  Jr.,  of  Camp  Benning,  Columbus, 
Ga.;  a  grandmother,  Mrs.  Thomas  Oxford,  many  other 
relatives,  and  a  host  of  friends.  The  floral  offerings  were 
■large  and  many.  Interment  was  in  family  lot,  Oxford, 
Georgia. 

ATLANTA,  GA. 


The  Sixth  Annual  Conference  On  City 

Church  Work 

At  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

By  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Williams 


The  Interdenominational  Conference  on  the  Church 
in  the  City  and  Industrial  Communities  was  held 
at  Union  Theological  Seminary  from  June  7-17, 
1927.  Following  the  plan  of  previous  years,  the  group 
was  divided  into  three  committees  for  intensive  study  by 
seminar  methods.  For  the  first  seven  days  each  commit¬ 
tee  pursued  its  work  for  a  two-hour  period  independently. 
On  the  last  three  days  each  committee  had  a  two-hour 
period  within  which  to  present  its  findings  to  the  confer¬ 
ence  as  a  whole  for  criticism  and  adoption.  The  first 
period  in  the  morning  and  the  afternoon  period  were 
given  to  lecture  courses  while  the  evenings  were  devoted 
to  observation  trips. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  work :  Group  1,  led 
by  Prof.  Gaylord  S.  White,  of  LTnion  Seminary,  studied 
“The  Church  in  Relation  to  Its  Constituency.”  This 
topic  was  treated  from  four  angles:  (a)  “Organizing  the 
Parish,”  (b)  “Systems  of  Record  Keeping,”  (c)  “Parish 
Visitation,”  and  (d)  “Church  Finance.”  These  were  dis- 
jcussed  by  the  following  ministers,  respectively:  the  Rev. 
W.  Raymond  Jelliffe,  associate  minister  of  Madison  Ave¬ 
nue  Presbyterian  Church ;  Prof.  White,  of  Union;  the 


Rev.  Edgar  F.  Romig,  minister  of  the  Middle  Collegiate 
Reformed  Church,  and  the  Rev.  Horace  H.  Leavitt,  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Union  Presbyterian  Church.  Group  2,  led 
by  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Webber,  minister  of  the  Church 
of  All  Nations,  studied  “The  Church  in  Relation  to  the 
Foreign  Language  and  Industrial  Groups.”  Dr.  Web¬ 
ber’s  experience  as  minister  of  this  cosmopolitan  church 
greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  his  service  to  this  group. 
Group  3,  led  by  Prof.  Herbert  N.  Shenton,  of  Columbia 
University,  studied  “The  City  Mind  and  Its  Significance 
for  Church  Work.”  The  fifteen  years  of  faculty  work 
in  the  Department  of  Sociology  at  Columbia  University 
eminently  fitted  the  leader  for  his  task. 

A  course  of  five  lectures  on  the  subject,  “How  to  Win 
the  Man  Outside  the  Church,”  was  given  the  first  five  days 
of  the  conference  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Stelzle,  president 
of  the  American  Advertising  Association,  New  York  City. 
Dr.  Stelzle  discussed  the  work  of  the  church  from  a  busi¬ 
ness  point  of  view.  He  emphasized  how  the  church  may 
increase  its  constituency  through  the  advertising  medium. 
The  second  course  of  five  lectures  was  given  by  the  Rev. 
^Vm.  H.  Foulkes,  minister  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
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Church,  Newark,  N.  J.  “Parish  Problems”  was  the  theme 
of  this  course.  This  was  tioily  a  Pentecostal  period  in 
the  life  of  the  conference. 

The  third  course  of  five  lectures  was  given  in  the  after¬ 
noon  by  Prof.  Henry  M.  Busch,  assistant  director  of  field 
work.  Union  Seminary.  Mr.  Busch  discussed  “Modem 
Educational  Theory  as  Applied  to  Church  Work.”  His 
commanding  knowledge  of  modem  educational  theories 
in  both  psychological  and  sociological  fields  prompted  the 
conference,  through  a  unanimous  vote,  to  request  his  re¬ 
turn  for  the  1928  session.  The  fourth  course  of  five  lec¬ 
tures  was  given  the  last  period  in  the  afternoon  by  Miss 
Adelaide  T.  Case,  professor  Teachers  College,  Columbia 
University.  Prof.  Case  used  as  a  subject,  “Developing 
Christian  Character  Through  the  Church  School.”  Means 
and  methods  were  stressed  in  her  series  of  talks  on  oper¬ 
ating  the  graded  system.  Printed  material  distributed 
during  the  course  made  the  work  quite  practicable. 

The  observation  trips  were  directed  by  the  Rev. 
Clarence  V.  Howell,  as  in  previous  years.  Radical  labor 
unions,  institutional  churches,  social  centers,  and  places 
of  historic  interest  were  visited  during  the  conference. 
The  most  unique  social  feature  of  the  conference  is  its 
interdenominational  aspect.  The  denominational  distri¬ 
bution  was  as  follows:  Fifteen  Presbyterians,  thirty-one 
Methodist  Episcopal,  five  Congregationalists,  two  Re¬ 
formed  in  America,  and  four  Baptists.  The  Washington 
Conference  was  represented  by  the  following  delegates: 
the  Revs.  Julius  S.  Carroll,  Charles  Young  Trigg,  E.  S. 
Williams,  J.  H.  Jenkins,  Walter  A.  English,  James  D. 
Browne,  E.  A.  Love,  F.  F.  King,  R.  M.  Williams,  I.  R. 
Berry,  and  Wm.  H.  Williams.  These  were  joined  by  Dr. 
John  W.  Robinson,  of  New  York  City.  Fitting  resolu¬ 
tions,  touching  the  hospitality  accorded  the  conference, 
were  adopted.  Dr.  Gaylord  S.  White,  the  “Big  Brother” 
and  director  of  the  conference,  has  enshrined  himself  in 
the  heart  of  each  delegate  for  his  many  personal  and 
solicitous  courtesies.  The  conference  is  now  history  and 
forms  one  of  the  brightest  chapters  in  Christian  brother¬ 
hood. 

The  Wiley  “U’'  Institute 

By  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Lovell 

Nearly  Cne  hundred  Leaguers  and  church-school 
workers  were  registered  in  the  eighth  annual  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Wiley  “U”  Institute  held  recently 
at  Wesley  Tabernacle  Church,  Galveston,  Texas.  Some 
of  the  workers,  who  have  been  with  the  institute  since 
its  organization,  declared  that,  all  things  considered,  this 
year’s  session  was  the  best  of  all. 

The  diligent  application  to  study  and  work  on  the 
part  of  the  students  was  remarked  by  nearly  all  of  the 
members  of  the  faculty.  The  attendance  upon  the  “Morn¬ 
ing  Watch”  and  the  interest  manifested  in  the  purely 
spiritual  phases  of  the  institute  program  were  distinct 
features  of  the  session.  “The  Living  Cross,”  a  pageant 
rendered  by  the  students  as  a  climax  to  the  work  of  the 
“Fourth  Department,”  carried  a  very  impressive  message 
touching  the  scope  of  opportunity  and  the  imperative  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  American  Methodism. 

The  following  persons  constituted  the  faculty: 

Dr.  J.  S.  Scott  (dean).  Dr.  A.  W.  Carr,  Dr.  J.  H. 
Lovell,  Miss  Fannie  Butler,  Dr.  E.  O.  Woolfolk,  Dr.  J.  O. 
Williams,  Mrs.  Zula  Pope  Lovell,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  High¬ 


tower,  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Reid,  Dr.  E.  H.  Holden,  Prof.  T.  B. 
Echols,  Mrs.  O.  A.  Kelly,  Dr.  W.  J.  King,  Dr.  E.  W. 
Kelly,  and  Mrs.  M.  P.  Butler. 

President  M.  W.  Dogan  of  Wiley  College  was  present 
in  the  early  part  of  the  week  and  delivered  an  inspira¬ 
tional  address  before  the  institute.  Nearly  all  of  the  pas¬ 
tors  from  Houston  and  some  from  various  other  points 
were  numbered  among  the  visitors. 

The  members  of  the  local  committee  on  entertainment, 
including  Dr.  E.  W.  Kelly,  pastor  of  Wesley  Tabernacle ; 
the  Rev.  W.  H.  Hightower,  pastor  of  St.  Paul ;  Mr.  T.  W. 
Patrick,  institute  manager;  Mrs.  M.  P.  Butler,  dean  of 
women,  and  others,  were  happy  in  their  plans  and  arrange¬ 
ments  to  provide  things  convenient  and  comfortable  for  all 
“comers”  and  “goers”  during  the  week.  On  Friday  after¬ 
noon  all  of  the  out-of-town  delegates  were  the  guests  of 
Wesley  Tabernacle  and  St.  Paul  Churches  on  a  most  de¬ 
lightful  boat  ride  on  the  bay,  the  Galvez,  a  large  and 
splendid  pleasure  boatTiaving  been  chartered  for  the  oc¬ 
casion.  Resolutions  expressing  thanks  to  the  local  com¬ 
mittee  were  adopted  by  the  delegates  and  visitors.  Dean 
Scott  also  was  commended  upon  the  harmony  and  progress 
noted  in  the  conduct  of  the  institute,  and  was  congratu¬ 
lated  upon  the  success  crowning  the  various  departments 
of  the  work. 

The  following  corps  of  officers  were  elected  for  the  en¬ 
suing  year: 

Dr.  W.  J.  King,  chairman ;  Mr.  T.  W.  Patrick,  man¬ 
ager;  Dr.  E.  O.  Woolfolk,  secretary;  Dr.  A.  W.  Carr, 
treasurer;  Dr.  E.  W.  Kelly,  registrar;  Dr.  E.  H.  Holden, 
life-work  secretary,  and  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Newton,  promoter. 
The  district  superintendents  of  the  Texas  Conference  are 
members  ex-officio  of  the  institute  commission. 

The  office  of  corresponding  secretary  was  constituted 
and  Miss  Eddie  M.  Hayes  was  elected  to  this  office. 

Summer  School  for  City  and 
Rural  Pastors 

{Continued  from  page  56Jf.) 

't'er,  and  M.  C.  McCrosky,  of  Brinkley,  McGehee,  and 
Conway  respectively. 

The  summer  school  for  teachers  was  in  session  at  this 
time,  and  this  interchange  of  ideas  gave  inspiration  to 
the  work.  Each  day  both  schools  assembled  in  chapel  at 
the  close  of  the  morning’s  work  and  were  addressed  by 
members  of  the  faculty  of  the  school  for  ministers.  Dr. 
Felton  emphasized  the  importance  of  the  teacher’s  place 
in  social  and  recreational  leadership  in  a  most  helpful 
way.  It  was  an  inspiring  sight  to  watch  pastors,  dele¬ 
gates,  and  teachei’s  after  their  period  of  study  engaged 
in  their  outdoor  exercises  each  day — a  fine  Christian 
group  training  for  efficiency  in  every  phase  that  touches 
humanity. 

Dr.  Hughes  declared  this  to  be  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
teresting,  as  well  as  the  best  attended  school  thi^oughout 
the  connection. 

President  G.  C.  Taylor,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Robinson,  and 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Ives,  the  two  matrons,  made  our  stay  at 
Philander  one  of  comfort  and  pleasure.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  these  good  people  and  all  who  helped  m 
the  smallest  way  to  make  this  meeting  a  success.  We 
pray  God’s  blessings  upon  them  all. 

MCGEHEE,  ARK. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

iNTEENAnONAI.  SebIES 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
DAVID  AND  JONATHAN 

THIRD  QUARTER.  LESSON  V.  JULY  81 


Scripture  Lesson— 1  Sam.  18.  l-is  19.  1-7 • 
20.  1-42;  23.  lS-18;  2  Sam.  1.  17-27. 

General  Considerations.  The  story  of 
Jonathan’s  love  for  David  is  among  the  most 
beautiful  of  Old  Testament  stories.  It  is 
but  natural  that  David  should  have  recipro- 
cated  for  the  kindnesses  which  Jonathan  had 
shown  him  even  at  the  risk  of  his  own  life, 
and  especially  since  Jonathan  was  of  so  much 
higher  social  standing  than  he.  But  it  seems 
remarkable  that  Jonathan  should  have  been 
David  and  should  have  gone  to 
such  limits  in  exercising  his  love  for  him. 
And  yet  if  we  look  into  the  situation  more 
closely,  the  remarkableness  is  chiefly  seem¬ 
ing— the  relation  of  Jonathan  to  David  is 
what  might  ordinarily  be  the  rule  under 
similar  circumstances  were  it  not  for  the  in¬ 
terference  of  older  men  like  Saul.  The  more 
remarkable  thing  is  that  Saul  did  not  have 
more  influence  over  Jonathan  than  he  had. 
The  chief  difference  between  that  Saul  and 
the  more  modern  Sauls  is  in  the  amount  of 
evil  influence  realized  over  the  Jonathans 
Lets  see  what  that  means. 

Saul’s  Hatred  for  David.  Saul’s  intermit- 
tent  ins&nity  wus  doubtless  due^  to  worry 
caused  by  Samuel’s  break  with  him,  declaring 
wat  God  also  had  severed  relations  with  him 
He  became  insanely  jealous  without  knowing 
of  whom  he  was  jealous.  But  by  the  time  of 
our  lesson  he  had  come  to  surmise  for  good 
reasons  that  David  was  the  young  man  who 
might  take  his  place.  His  insane  jealousy 
was  easily  turned  into  homicidal  hatred.  The 
more  popular  and  successful  as  a  military 
David  became,  the  more  thoroughly  ha¬ 
tred  destroyed  Saul’s  moral  conscience.  Fail¬ 
ing  by  a  “political”  trick  to  get  David  out 
j  essayed  in  vain  to  have  him 

killed  by  his  orders  and  then  by  his  own 
hands.  O  jealousy,  how  far  toward  hell  wilt 
thou  not  drive  thy  victims  unwittingly!  In 
a  sense  David  drove  Saul  crazy. 

Jonathan’s  Love  for  David.  The  mon¬ 
archy  had  not  been  sufficiently  long  estab- 
Hshed  for  the  thought  of  succeeding  his 
father  to  intoxicate  Jonathan,  or  of  another 
displacing  him  to  greatly  disturb  his  mental 
sanity.  He  was  young  enough  to  place  the 
welfare  of  the  nation  above  personal  consid- 
erations  of  political  succession.  He  placed 
ability  before  the  accident  of  birth  or  for¬ 
tune.  He  considered  the  glory  of  being  king 
to  be  in  being  a  glorious  king;  that  is,  the 
most  victorious  king.  He  determined,  like  his 
people  in  general,  God’s  selection  of  a  king 
w  ruler  by  the  success  given  to  his  sword. 
He  believed  David  to  be  God’s  choice;  and 
so  he  fondly  supported  David,  thereby  pro¬ 
viding  for  his  own  future  (1  Sam.  20.  14,  15; 
p.  17).  He  was  still  young  enough  for  there 
to  be  something  in  him  of  the  hero-worshiper. 
He  recognized  in  David  far  greater  ability 
than  he  himself  possessed;  and  he  was  young 
enough  to  he  frank  in  admitting  it.  He 
recognized  in  David  his  ideal  hero,  and  he 
was  yet  free  by  nature  enough  to  worship 


phisticated  old  man;  Jonathan  was  the  un¬ 
sophisticated  young  man.  Saul’s  was  the 
standpoint  of  policy— the  “political”  stand¬ 
point;  Jonathan’s  was  the  standpoint  of  prin¬ 
ciple — the  moral  standpoint.  Saul  could  not 
get  Jonathan’s  standpoint  because  he  was  old 
enough  to  have  become  set  in  bis  evil  way, 
and  so  essayed  to  kill  him;  and  Jonathan  was 
too  young  to  have  Saul’s  standpoint,  and  so 
persistently  ignored  his  wishes. 

Sauls  and  Jonathans.  Throughout  Chris¬ 
tendom  Christians  have  been  loud  in  their 
condemnation  of  Saul  and  their  praise  of 
Jonathan.  But  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
anywhere  in  history  a  so-called  Christian  king 
who  would  not  have  acted  very  much  as  id 
Saul  under  the  circumstances.  And  when  we 
consider  the  conduct  of  many  of  the  older 
so-called  Christians  toward  the  younger  ones 
to-day  in  state,  church,  schools — everywhere 
offices  are  held,  we  cannot  but  exclaim,  “My, 
how  the  tribe  of  Saul  has  increased  under 
so-called  Christian  nurture!”  Not  all  older 
men  are  so;  and  not  all  younger  men  are 
of  ability.  Mere  age  determines  nothing. 
But  many  are  so.  They  will  not  respect  the 
ability  of  the  young  man  before  they  think 
they  have  oldened  him  out  of  his  so-called 
impractical  ideals  of  principles  into  their  own 
standpoint  of  policy.  This  they  do  by  holding 
him  down  until  he  at  least  agrees  to  sneeze 
whenever  they  take  a  dip  of  snuff.  Hence 
many  organized  groups  of  young  men  op¬ 
pose  the  policies  of  older  men.  Were  it  not 
for  this  policy  of  oldening  young  men,  Jona¬ 
thans  would  probably  be  the  rule  to-day. 
One  of  the  most  pathetic  spectacles  is  a 
young,  educated,  and  otherwise  able  young 
man  formerly  of  high  ideals  and  principles 
who  has  been  oldened  in  the  vigor  of  his 
young  manhood.  And  to  the  progress  of 
practical  ideals  in  society  nothing  is  hardly 
more  destructive  than  this  Saulish  and,  shall 
we  not  say,  hellish  process  of  oldening  young 
men? 

SAM  HCSTON  COLLEGE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lesson  fob  Sundat,  Jot.t  81,  1927 
“Abide  in  a  secret  place  and  hide  thyself’’ 
(By  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  friendship  between  David  and  Jona¬ 
than  has  been  an  example  of  the  really  beau¬ 
tiful  in  human  life  whenever  the  story  has 
been  told.  Jonathan  represented  the  younger 
“set.”  There  was  a  fellow  feeling  between 
him  and  David.  Chums  are  often  the  truest 
of  human  friends,  and  the  associates  of  our 
youth  often  remain  true  imto  old  age.  Thus 
was  the  “soul  of  Jonathan  knit  to  the  soul 
of  David.”  A  covenant  was  made  that  neither 
would  ever  break.  It  was  never  modified  or 
forgotten  in  any  time  of  stress. 

Such  compact  of  friendship  involved  mu¬ 
tual  and  secret  understandings  which  no  other 
could  interpret,  so  that  when  Saul  sought 
the  life  of  David  there  was  a  secret  place 
of  safety  known  only  to  Jonathan  and  David. 
Thither  they  resorted,  and  here  David  was 
hidden  from  the  angry  Saul,  while  Jonathan 
pleaded  for  him.  Some  things  are  known 
only  to  those  who  are  true  yoke-fellows  in 
Christ.  There  is  a  hiding  place  of  safety 
from  the  wrath  and  sin  of  this  world,  and 
one  may  shelter  and  protect  the  other.  If 
every  missionary  could  have  some  such 
friend  in  the  homeland,  it  would  be  a  great 
help  to  them. 

There  is  a  hiding  place  which  every  servant 
of  God  knows,  a  sneltering  rock  which  ex¬ 
tends  its  assurance  and  protection  to  every 
laud,  and  whereunto  every  missionary  and 
every  convert  inay  continually  resort.  This 
is  the  abiding  comfort  and  help  in  China  to¬ 
day.  The  discouraged  worker  in  every  land 
finds  here  shelter  and  respite  from  the  storms 
of  earth’s  anger  and  from  the  chlU  of  its  in¬ 
difference.  It  provides  friendship  when 
earth’s  friends  are  far  away.  It  is  the  soul’s 
rest  in  God. 

All  in  the  heathen  world  and  multitudes  in 
the  homeland  are  hungry  for  such  a  spiritual 
friendship.  If  we  know  this  secret  place 
and  are  there  hid  with  Christ  in  God,  it  is 
easy  to  help  others  in  to  the  same  experience. 
Sad  it  is  for  any  missionary  or  Christian 
worker  who  does  not  know  the  secret  of  the 
Lord,  that  he  may  help  others  to  find  it.  The 
worried  and  troubled  of  earth  may  all  find 
room  in  the  hiding  place  with  Christ. 

GAMMON  8EMINABV. 


Epworth  League  Topic 


JULY  31 


By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 

CONTEMPORARY  PROPHETS— KAGAWA 

(Isa.  58.  6-9) 


We  are  to  study  to-day  another  one  of  our 
present-day  prophets.  He  is  a  Japanese,  and 
his  name  is  Toyohika  Kagawa.  Like  our 
other  prophet,  he  is  a  man  of  the  East.  It 
is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  the  East  has  pro¬ 
duced  all  the  great  spiritual  leaders.  The 
Western  mind  is  a  material  mind;  the  East¬ 
ern  is  metaphysical,  spiritual. 

The  Man.  Kagawa  is  a  man  thirty-nine 
years  old.  He  was  educated  in  the  Christian 
schools  of  his  own  country  and  in  Princeton 
in  this  country.  He  was  reared  by  an  uncle 
who^  wanted  him  to  enter  the  diplomatic 
service.  The  boy,  however,  had  his  mind  set 
on  the  Christian  ministry.  The  message  of 
his  life  as  a  minister  fully  warrants  our  call¬ 
ing  him  prophet. 

His  Work.  Here  is  a  young  man  who  has 
taken  all  his  fine  training  and  devotion  into 
one  of  the  most  disreputable  slums  in  the 
world,  a  place  comparable  to  Hell’s  Kitchen, 
New  \  ork.  In  a  section  of  Kobe  is  a  place 


Sow/  and  Jonathan.  So  Saul  represents  the 
older  man,  who  is  jealous  and  afraid  of  and, 
therefore,  who  hates  the  younger  man  of 
superior  ability  and  popularity,  who  tries  by 
funningly  devised  schemes  to  have  him  kill 
/'oiVmii  in  this,  tries  himself  to 
hill  him  as  far  as  future  advancement  is 
concerned;  while  Jonathan  represents  the 
young  man  of  high  ideals  of  practiced  right, 
^ho  places  principle  before  policy,  who  ad¬ 
jures  ability,  no  matter  in  whom  it  is  found, 
toho  places  the  success  of  a  cause  before  per- 

tsonal  preferment,  who  freely  doffs  his  hat  to 
anyone  who  he  thinks  can  more  successfully 
put  the  job  overhand  who  stubbornly  refuses 
'0  be  spoUed  out  of  his  high  ideals  by  an 
Older  political  schemer.  Saul  was  the  so- 


called  Shinkawa.  This  is  a  place  that  verily 
stinks  with  filth  and  disease.  Kagawa  began 
preaching  on  the  street  corners  in  this  dis¬ 
trict.  Bye  and  bye  converts  began  to  flock  to 
his  standard.  He  got  permission  to  move 
from  the  dormitories  of  the  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  and  make  his  home  in  this  slum  among 
this  people.  He  lives  there  to-day.  The  mes¬ 
sage  and  method  of  Jesus  are  literally  ad¬ 
hered  to  by  him.  Jesus  was  Himself  an  Ori¬ 
ental;  it  takes  Orientals  like  Gandhi  and 
Kagawa  to  follow  Him  literally.  By  the 
way,  the  Negro  is  an  Oriental;  that  is  why, 
when  he  does  not  try  to  imitate  the  white 
man,  he  can  so  completely  conform  to  the 
teachings  of  Jesus.  Deep  spiritual  life  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Oriental;  that’s  why  all  the  great 
religions  were  originated  in  the  East.  Yonder 
in  the  slums  of  Japan  we  have  re-enacted  the 
sublime  life  drama  of  Him  who  once  walked 
the  dusty  roads  of  Galilee,  Samaria,  and 
Judea. 

MOBOAN  COLLEGE. 
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Little  Stories  o 

What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

CentervilU,  Mu$. — In  the  drive  for  the 
refugees,  Williams  Chapel  raised  $60  In  cloth¬ 
ing  and  $6.0S  in  cash  money.  This  was  sent 
immediately  to  those  unfortunates  who  suf¬ 
fered  so  greatly  from  the  recent  floods.  In 
we  trust. — Rev.  C.  Nelson,  Pastor;  J. 
M.  Crockett,  Reporter. 

MeMinnvUle,  Tenn, — The  Rev.  W.  M. 
Holden  preached  a  wonderful  sermon  Sun¬ 
day  at  i^ngers  Chapel,  from  Hebrews  12.  1. 
He  also  preached  at  7  P.  M.  An  apprecia¬ 
tive  audience  was  present  at  each  service. 
We  feel  that  he  is  a  stronghold  to  the  cir¬ 
cuit,  and  is  a  great  builder  of  the  work.  We 
trust  he  will  remain  with  us  many  years  to  do 
work  for  the  Master. — Mary  E.  Durham,  Re¬ 
porter. 

DeSoto,  Mu$. — We  are  proud  to  say  that 
St.  John  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  yet 
alive.  We  had  a  grand  Children’s  Dav  pro¬ 
gram,  conducted  by  Mrs.  W.  M.  Hough,  who 
took  much  pains  in  training  the  children.  A 
noble  paper  was  read  by  Miss  Evelyn  House, 
daughter  of  our  belovra  pastor.  Collection 
for  World  Service  was  $M.84.  At  8  P.  M. 
the  pastor  preached  a  special  sermon  for  the 
chilaren.  The  Conference  made  no  mistake 
in  sending  us  this  good  man. — Rev.  R.  House, 
Pastor;  1.  Haynes,  Reporter. 

MeCotnb,  Mii$. — St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  On  Sunday,  June  26,  the 
members  and  visitine  friends  of  this  city 
witnessed  a  grand  Cnildren’s  Day  program 
that  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  R.  B.  Rogers 
and  Mrs.  Emma  Rembert.  Mr.  J.  R.  Burton 
delivered  a  very  hearty  response  to  the  pro¬ 
gram  which  was  full  of  thought  and  enthu¬ 
siasm.  All  present  were  high  in  their  praise 
of  the  program.  Collection  amounted  to 
$21.65.  We  hope  to  make  a  better  report  in 
the  future. — M.  V.  Tobias,  Reporter. 

Meridian,  Mite. — Haven  Chapel:  Children’s 
Day  was  fittingly  observed  by  the  Sunday 
school.  “Gretchen’s  Wondrous  Adventure” 
was  carried  out  to  perfection,  being  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  and  colorful  fantasies 
ever  presented  by  the  Sunday  school.  The 
prog^ram  was  rendered  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  N.  Pollack,  who  spared  no  pains  in 
training  the  young  people  for  the  occasion. 
The  school  is  doing  favorable  work;  we  have 
a  bright  future  ahead,  and  the  occasion  did 
much  to  awaken  us  to  our  possibilities. — 
Reporter. 

Starkville,  Mitt. — Rust  College  Concert 
Company,  on  June  27,  was  quite  a  treat  to 
our  city  and  quite  an  inspiration  to  the 
young  folk.  Many  met  us  in  the  court  house 
to  greet  and  hear  this  wonderful  company 
and  to  see  them  in  action.  All  hearts  were 
lifted  when  Dr.  J.  W.  Golden,  who  is  travel¬ 
ing  with  the  company,  so  eloquently  spoke 
of  the  work  of  Rust  College  and  why  it  should 
be  endowed.  With  pride  we  can  recommend 
this  company  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  of 
its  kind.  We  will  be  glad  to  have  them  come 
to  us  at  any  time. — The  Rev.  Z.  T.  Powell, 
Pastor;  Mrs.  Z.  T.  Powell,  Reporter. 

Springfield,  Ohio. — The  Children’s  Day 
program  was  held  at  Broaddus  Chapel.  The 
Sunday  school  rendered  the  play  published 
by  the  Board  of  Education,  entitled,  “Gretch¬ 
en’s  Wondrous  Adventure.”  Sixty  children 
took  part  in  this  play,  ages  ranging  from  two 
to  eleven  years.  The  part  of  Gretchen  was 
wonderfully  played  by  little  Miss  Dottie 
Clark.  Encouraging  remarks  were  made  by 
the  Rev.  Crook,  of  Wiley  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  and  the  Rev.  Daniels.  Closing 
remarks  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Britt.  Mrs. 
Barbara  Arter  directed  the  program,  and 
Mrs.  Jackson  presided  at  the  piano. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Wett  Point,  Tenn, — An  excellent  program 
was  rendered  at  Wesley  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Sunday,  June  12.  Sun¬ 
day  school  was  held  at  10  A.  M.,  conducted 


f  Achievement 

by  Miss  Wilton  Reed.  The  Rev.  W.  M.  Neal 
preached  at  the  eleven  o’clock  service,  taking 
for  his  subject,  “Suffer  little  children  to  come 
unto  me.”  It  was  a  great  message.  The 
prog^ram  rendered  at  2  P.  M.  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Mrs.  Priscilla  McClain,  was  ex¬ 
cellent.  We  are  also  glad  to  have  with  us 
Mr.  R.  M.  Parker  and  ^Idren,  of  Lawrence- 
burg.  Mr.  Parker  made  a  splendid  talk 
that  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Collection  for  the 
day,  $8.— Miss  S.  J.  Cathey,  Reporter. 

DeKalb,  Mitt.— The  people  of  St.  Mark 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  were  wonder¬ 
fully  blessed  on  Sunday,  June  6,  11.80  A.  M. 
Mrs.  Gaither,  national  field  secretary  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionarv  Society,  was  with 
us  and  gave  a  wonderful  lecture.  At  8.80 
P.  M.  the  Rev.  Nelson,  of  Lauderdale,  Miss., 
was  present  and  preached  a  noble  sermon. 
At  8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Williams,  district 
superintendent  of  the  J  ackson  District, 
preached  a  noble  sermon,  which  made  every 
heart  feel  glad.  We  are  asking  these  good 
people  to  come  again.  We  are  always  glad 
to  nave  you  in  our  midst.  Dr.  J.  B.  F. 
Shaw  was  also  with  us  for  ja  short  while. 
Total  raised  during  the  day,  $46.66. — Rev. 
E.  H.  Williams,  Pastor;  Miss  Heasie  C. 
Scott,  Reporter. 

Gulfport,  Mitt,— Turkev  Creek:  Children’s 
Day  will  ever  be  remembered  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  students’  educational  fund 
raised  by  the  Sunday  school  totalis  $10; 
that  of  the  church  department,  $20.  A  very 
enjoyable  event  was  a  birthday  party  g;iven 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Sims  in  honor 
of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Malinda  Benton,  who 
is  108  years  old.  Everyone  wished  this  dear 
old  lady  many  happy  returns  of  the  day. 
Mrs.  Artimese  Tuggle  gave  a  church  supper 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Epworth  Leag^ue.  She 
was  very  successful  in  this  undertaking.  On 
the  fourth  Sunday  in  June  we  had  with  us 
the  Rev.  Briton,  of  Heidleburg,  Miss.,  who 
delivered  a  message  that  was  inspiring  as 
well  as  educational. — Rev.  F.  Smith,  Pastor; 
H.  M.  Hines,  Reporter. 

Houtton,  Texat. — Boynton  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  has  been  booming 
with  spiritual  and  financial  activities  for  the 
past  month.  Sunday  was  a  day  of  fine  serv¬ 
ice.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  T.  M.  Jackson, 
who  always  gives  us  fine  service,  gave  the 
Rev.  W.  M.  Jones,  one  of  our  local  preach¬ 
ers,  the  right  of  way  last  Sunday,  and  he 
selected  for  his  text,  1  Cor.  3.  10;  subject, 
“Let  every  man  take  heed  how  to  build.” 
He  preached  a  wonderful  sermon  to  quite  a 
large  crowd,  and  everyone  was  lifted  high 
spiritually.  Our  Sunday  school  is  growing 
better  and  better  under  the  leadership  of 
Mr.  Dan  Durst.  Our  Ladies’  Aid  is  doing 
fine;  the  president  is  Mrs.  Frances  Nelson, 
who  is  wide  awake  along  all  lines.  We  are 
accomplishing  great  things  this  year. — Mrs. 
L.  A.  Steptoe,  Reporter. 

E nondale,  Mitt. — Children’s  Day,  June  12, 
at  Tamola  Bethel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  was  a  great  success.  At  11  A.  M. 
the  children  rendered  the  play,  “Gretchen’s 
Wondrous  Adventure,”  which  was  nicely  car¬ 
ried  out.  Many  select  papers  were  read  by 
visitors  from  the  other  churches,  which  made 
Children’s  Day  second  to  none  on  Tamola 
charge,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Blanks.  At  3  P.  M.  the  pastor.  Rev.  W.  A. 
Wiggins,  preached  a  very  touching  and  soul¬ 
stirring  sermon,  taking  for  his  suyect,  “Take 
the  child  and  nurse  it,”  found  in  Exodus  2.  9. 
Every  heart  was  made  to  rejoice.  Raised 
for  educational  fund,  $10.20;  on  pastor’s 
salary  for  the  day’s  service,  $12.41;  for  the 
convention.  $1.80.  Total  raised  for  the  day, 
$24.41.  We  are  doing  all  we  can  to  put  the 
program  over  this  year.  Our  work  is  small, 
but  we  are  going  forward. — Mrs.  M.  J. 
Blanks,  Reporter. 

Wathington,  D,  C. — Our  pastor  at  Randall 
Memorial,  Washington,  D.  C.,  the  Rev.  C.  B. 
LaGrange,  recently  delivered  the  commence¬ 
ment  address  at  Deanwood  School,  District 


of  Columbia.  In  clearness  of  thought  and  i 
eloquence,  it  was  characterised  as  a  message  ’ 
from  heaven.  This  new  John  the  Baptist,  re¬ 
cently  transferred  from  the  Pittsburgh  Dis¬ 
trict,  has  so  stirred  the  community  with  his 
powerful  preaching  of  the  gospel  that  he  is 
termed  the  ’’dean’’  of  the  Washington  Dis¬ 
trict.  In  two  months  the  church  membership 
has  increased  100  per  cent.  He  is  an  evan¬ 
gelist  by  nature.  Recently  seven^-eight 
men  and  women  were  converted  under  the 
power  of  his  preaching.  The  community  is 
asking,  “What  manner  of  man  is  this?”  while 
the  congregation  is  singing,  “Praise  God 
and  Bishop  McDowell,  from  whom  all  bless¬ 
ings  flow.” — Reporter. 

Springfield,  Mo.— Pitts  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  still  alive  and  doing 
wonderful  work  under  the  leadership  of  the 
able  pastor.  Rev.  L.  R.  Grant.  '  He  has  been 
with  us  for  three  years,  and  has  done  won¬ 
derful  work,  and  has  taken  many  souls  into 
the  fold  for  Jesus  Christ.  Sunday,  June  19, 
was  our  first  quarterly  meeting,  with  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  Rev.  E.  L.  McAllister, 
at  his  post.  He  preached  two  soul-stirring 
sermons.  The  Lord’s  Supper  was  adminis¬ 
tered  in  the  afternoon  and  night.  Baptismal 
service  in  the  morning  was  ve^  impressive. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Brown,  of 
Mt.  Sterling,  Ky.,  rendered  an  excellent  dis¬ 
course.  At  the  evening  service  the  Rev.  Mc¬ 
Allister  was  at  his  best.  His  subject  was, 
“A  Broken  Heart.”  Collection  for  the  day, 
$M.60.  June  12  was  Fathers’  Day  and  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Day  combined.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev. 

L.  R.  Grant,  delivered  a  wonderful  sermon 
in  the  morning.  The  night  service  was  turned 
over  to  the  children,  who  rendered  a  very 
unique  program.  Collection  for  Children’s 
Day,  $10. — Clarrissa  L.  J.  Bateman,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Bridgeville,  Mi'm.— Little  Rock  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church;  Children’s  Day  was  highly 
observed.  The  pastor  preached  a  soul-stir¬ 
ring  sermon  at  11  A.  M.,  leading  up  to  a 
higher  educational  standard.  He  hoped  to 
arouse  the  parents  to  educate  their  boys  and 
girls.  At  night  the  pageant  was  rendered 
by  the  senior  and  junior  pupils,  conducted  . 
by  Mrs.  S.  E.  Rice,  to  the  delight  of  all  i 
present.  “Gretchen’s  Wondrous  Adventure”  ’ 
was  a  beautiful  Children’s  Day  fantasy;  the 
children  were  beautiful  in  their  highly-colored 
costumes.  An  offering  was  taken:  Mrs.  L. 
E.  Catchings,  $1;  A.  D.  Harvllle,  $1;  and 
others,  making  a  total  of  $10.64.  Our  su¬ 
perintendent,  Mr.  H.  W.  Frank,  was  absent 
on  account  of  illness,  which  we  revetted 
very  much.  His  vacancy  was  filled  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  B.  J.  Cooper.  Inspiring  talks 
were  made  by  Mr.  S.  Watson,  A.  D.  Har- 
ville,  and  C.  T.  Terry.  Mothers’  Day,  in  May, 
was  also  fittingly  observed.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  our  faithful  young  people, 
who  are  trying  to  answer  to  every  duty  of 
the  church. — Rev.  B.  J.  Cooper,  Pastor; 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Rice,  Reporter. 

Barneiville,  Oa. — John  Wesley  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  Immediately 
after  the  last  Annual  Conference,  Bishop  M. 
W.  Clair  sent  to  us  the  right  man  to  lead 
us.  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Kimball,  who  knows  no 
failure.  When  he  came  to  this  church,  most 
of  the  lights  were  out.  He  went  to  work  to 
put  them  in,  at  a  cost  of  $6.  By  November 
10  all  was  completed.  On  February  1,  1927, 
he  found  that  the  roof  was  in  a  bad  con¬ 
dition,  and  called  us  tog^her,  organised  us 
into  clubs,  ten  in  number,  and  each  group 
was  requested  to  raise  the  sum  of  $10.  The 
reports  were  as  follows:  No.  1,  Sister  Mary 
B.  Pate,  no  report;  No.  2,  A.  Harvey,  $16; 
No.  8,  Bro.  J.  Pate,  $6;  No.  4,  Mary  J. 
White,  $1.60;  No.  6,  Nancy  Collier,  $7.25; 
No.  6,  Mrs.  N.  G.  Kimball,  $7;  No.  7,  I. 
Marriet,  $1.80;  No.  8,  M.  Wilks,  $6;  No.  9, 
J,  Moreland,  60  cents;  No.  10,  Rev.  H.  W. 
Kimball,  $6.60;  the  Ladies’  Aid,  led  by  Sis¬ 
ter  M.  B.  Pate,  president,  raised  $2^,  in¬ 
cluding  other  monies;  a  total  of  $134  was 
raised.  This  rally  ended  April  6,  1927.  The 
roof  was  repaired,  and  we  also  covered  the 
roof  at  New  Zion.  Rocky  Mount  Church 
also  has  money  on  hand  to  begin  work  sood.J 
Since  the  Rev.  Kimball  has  been  with  us,^ 
twenty-one  persons  have  been  added  to  the 
church. — Miss  M.  L.  Johnson,  Reporter. 
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District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

BEAUMONT  DISTRICT 
Fourth  Round — Port  Arthur,  July  81  to 
August  1;  St.  James,  July  81  to  Auamst  2; 
North  Beaumont  Ct,  4;  McCabe,  7,  8;  Sa- 
lem.  Orange,  7-9;  Silsbe  and  Voth,  18,  14; 
District  Conference,  17-21;  Montgomery  Ct., 
26,  26;  Conroe,  28,  29;  Wiilis  Ct.,  September 
3.  4;  Liberty,  10,  11;  Ceunpground  Ct.,  17, 
18;  Huntsville  Ct.,  24,  26;  Huntsville  and  Tv. 
24,  26;  Hemphill  Ct.,  October  1,  2;  Jasper 
^.,  8,  9;  Camilla  Ct.,  16,  16;  Onalaska  Ct., 
w  Livingston  Ct.,  29,  30;  Corrigan  and 

Lufkin  Ct.,  November  6,  6. 

Brethren:  This  should  be  a  banner  year 
for  all  of  us,  and  it  will  be  if  wc  do  our 
***  reports  for 

the  Annual  Conference,  including  the  adding 
of  many  souls  to  the  Kingdom.  Please  re¬ 
port  your  Area  Council  expense  money  to¬ 
gether  with  your  District  Conference  expense 
money.  We  are  expecting  at  least  five  new 
subscribers  to  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate. — J.  W.  Gilder,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

DICKSON  DISTRICT 
Fourth  Round — Clifton,  July  28,  24;  Lex¬ 
ington,  30,  31;  Lawrenceburg,  August  6,  7; 
Mansfield,  13,  14;  Cumberland  Furnace,  20, 
21;  Dickson,  27,  28;  Howard  Ct.,  September 
3,  4;  Lewisburg,  10,  11;  Shelbyville,  17,  18; 
Shelby  villa  Ct..  18,  19;  Springfield  Ct.,  24,  26; 
Spring  Hill,  October  1,  2;  Columbia,  8,  9; 
Franklin,  4. 

Dear  Brethren:  Our  District  Conference 
will  meet  at  Lexington,  July  27-31,  adjourned 
session,  August  3-7,  at  Lawrenceburg.  Let 
every  pastor  be  present  with  reports  from 
all  the  auxiliaries  and  departments.  Please 
bring  at  least  five  subscriptions  to  the  South¬ 
western.  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones  will  be  on  hand 
^  represent  the  cause  of  Pension  and  Relief. 
Every  pastor  is  expected  to  pay  the  full 
assessment  for  Gulfside  before  the  election 
is  held.  I  hope  all  will  come  to  the  Con- 
kference  prepared  to  stay  during  the  session. 
pThe  following  charges  will  report  at  Lex¬ 
ington:  Clifton,  Lexii^on,  Mansfield,  Paris, 
Dover,  Cumberland  Furnace,  Dickson,  and 
Howard  circuit.  The  following  will  report 
at  Lawrenceburg:  Shelbyville,  Shelbyville  cir¬ 
cuit,  Farmington,  Lewisburg,  Spring  Hill, 
Franklin,  Lawrenceburg,  and  Columbia.— J, 

O.  Dixon,  District  Superintendent. 


cannot  afford  to  lay  the  armor  down  until 
the  victory  has  been  achieved.  Let  us  not 
come  short  of  a  single  claim.  This  quarter 
finds  us  In  the  midst  of  our  revival  season; 
put  forth  every  effort  to  bring  success.  We 
must  win  souls  or  we  will  fail  in  our  mission. 
If  you  have  failed  in  any  claim,  make  It  up 
dur^g  this  quarter.  Yours  in  His  name,  J. 
R.  Ross,  Dist.  Supt. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

BARNESVILLE,  GA. 

Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Green  Mt.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
May  21,  22,  with  the  district  superintendent. 
Rev.  W.  H.  Odun;,  presiding.  He  preached 
an  inspiring  sermon  Saturday,  at  11.80  A.  M. 

1  P- M.  dinner  was  served  on  the  grounds! 
At  2.  P.  M.  the  business  session  was  held. 
Every  phase  of  the  church  work  was  cared 
for.  A  large  number  of  the  officers  were 
present  with  good  reports.  Paid  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  $23.16;  total  amount  raised  dur¬ 
ing  Conference,  $30.62.  Sunday,  at  10  A.  M., 
the  large  Sunday-school  service  was  con- 
ducted.  Rev.  Odum  preached  at  11.30  A.  M 
to  the  delight  of  all. — Reporter. 

GULFPORT,  MISS. 

Turkey  Creek:  The  second  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  at  Gulfport  Haven  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  the  dis- 
tHct  superintendent.  Rev.  Wilson,  presiding. 
All  business  details  were  settled,  and  the  su¬ 
perintendent  paid  in  full,  326.— Rev.  F. 
Smith,  Pastor;  H.  M.  Hines,  Reporter. 

HANDSBORO,  MISS. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Riley  Chapel  on  June  4  and  6.  The  busi¬ 
ness  session  was  held  Saturday  night,  June  4, 
conducted  by  Dr.  A.  E.  Wilson.  All  officers 
were  present.  The  Rev.  R.  G.  Morris  was 
present  with  us  and  preached  two  sermons. 
The  Conference  was  successfully  conducted, 
and  will  be  long  remembered  in  the  history 
of  the  church.  Total  amount  raised  this 
quarter,  $636.72.— Edward  Smith,  Reporter. 


LAGRANGE  DISTRICT 
Fourth  Round — South  LaGrange,  July  30, 
31;  Warren  Temple,  August  14,  16;  Arbor, 
Harris,  and  Spring  Chapel,  27,  28;  LaGrange 
Circuit,  September  3,  4;  Columbus,  11,  12; 
Woodbury,  Manchester,  and  Simpson  Chapel, 
n,  18;  Whitesville,  Smith  Cross,  and  Piney 
Grove,  24,  26 ;  Zebulon,  Meanesville,  and  Rob¬ 
erts,  October  1,  2;  Greenville  and  Stovall,  8,  9; 
I^ete  Hill,  14,  16;  Culloden  and  RusselvUle, 
22,  23;  West  Point  and  Spring  Chapel,  29,  30. 

Co-workers,  and  Friends: 
This  brings  us  near  the  time  to  stand  face  to 
face  with  our  Annual  Conference,  the  session 
of  which  is  now  set  for  December  1,  1927. 
At  this  session  we  must,  the  Lord  willing, 
render  our  reports,  small  or  great.  But,  co¬ 
laborers,  think  for  a  moment,  our  reputation 
is  at  stake  and  we  cannot  afford  to  go  up 
reports.  This,  too,  is  the  season 
or  the  year,  in  the  rurals  of  our  district,  for 
revival  meetings  and  Kingdom  building.  Let 
us  see  to  our  being  fully  consecrated  to  God, 
and  let  him  use  us  as  his  partners  in  this 
great  battle  in  helping  to  save  the  unsaved. 
—J.  B.  Maddux,  District  Superintendent. 

VICKSBURG  DISTRICT 
Third  Round — Edwards,  July  22-24;  Bol- 

m  9**"*®"’  August  6,  7;  Harriston, 

12-14;  Vicksburg,  19-21;  McNair,  27,  28; 
Union  Church,  September  8,  4;  Russum,  Sep- 
tember  6,  7;  Fayette,  9-11;  Natches,  13,  14; 
Meadville,  17,  18;  Meadville  Mission,  20,  21; 

rtentrcvilU  Md  Liberty,  23-26;  Bude,  30, 
ctober  2;  Kirby,  8,  9;  Cary,  14-16. 

Deiy  Brethren:  We  have  had  our  handi¬ 
caps  during  this  year;  however,  we  have  run 
'Cell  under  these  trying  conditions,  but  we 


LOUISIANA,  MO. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Wesley  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  June  11  and  12.  The  business  session 
on  Saturday  njght  was  fine.  The  officers  made 
excellent  reports.  On  Sunday,  our  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Webster,  brought  to  us 
two  powerful  sermons,  which  were  received 
with  glad  hearts.  Collection  for  the  day: 
Superintendent,  $20.60;  pastor,  $16.60;  total, 
$36.10.  We  began  the  new  year  with  con¬ 
tinuous prayer  and  supplication,  together  with 
more  effort  on  our  part.  We  must  do  more 
ourselves  if  the  cause  of  Christ  is  to  prosper 
as  it  should.  Our  churches  prosper  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  we  allow  theni,  for  there  is  no  un¬ 
willingness  in  the  heart  of  Christ  in  this  mat¬ 
ter.  Our  trustees’  and  stewards’  rally  on 
June  19  amounted  to  $64.10.  Our  parson¬ 
age  has  been  repaired  at  a  cost  of  $200. 
Efficiency,  one  hundred  per  cent,  is  our  slo¬ 
gan— Rev.  James  McKnight,  Pastor. 

LOUISVILLE,  MISS. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
June  18  and  19  with  the  Poplarflat  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev.  C.  V.  Heffner, 
district  superintendent,  in  the  chair.  The 
Rev.  A.  A.  Wright,  of  Louisville,  and  also  the 
Rev.  ^  C.  L.  Hunt,  of  Springhlll  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  made  some  inspiring  remarks 
as  to  the  churches  working  together  for  one 
great  aim.  Dr.  Heffner,  who  has  his  whole 
heart  fn  the  advancement  of  the  Durant 
District,  gave  us  many  encouraging  words 
to  feast  upon.  The  pastor’s  report  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  superintendent  and  board. 
Quite  a  number  of  officers  rendered  good  re¬ 
ports.  Dr.  Heffner  preached  three  strong 
sermons,  and  all  are  delighted  to  have  this 
God-sent  man.  About  eighty  received  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Total  > 
raised,  $29.93.  Paid  superintendent  in  full. 
Dinner  was  served  each  day,  furnished  by 
Mt.  Sinai  Baptist  Church,  Springhill  and 


Poplarflat  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches. 
We  also  have  on  a  rally  for  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate,  July  24.— Rev.  L.  D. 
Campbell,  Pastor;  Hattie  Gardner,  Re¬ 
porter. 

MALTA  BEND,  MO. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
June  16  and  17,  with  District  Superinten^nt 
E.  W.  Hannah  presiding.  He  preached  an 
Inspiring  sermon.  The  Ladies’  Aid  gave  a 
reception  on  June  16  in  honor  of  the  pastor, 
district  superintendent,  and  an  old  member 
of  the  church.  Sister  Ma^  Cure,  who  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  Crutchfield  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  over  fifty  years 
ago.  She  is  still  a  faithful  member.  Several 
pastors  and  their  wives  were  present.  Among 
the  high  officers  of  the  Conference  present 
were  our  ex-district  superintendent,  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Wheeler,  and  wife.  He  gave  us  a  very 
interesting  talk.  A  special  musical  program 
was  rendered  and  speeches  were  made  by  the 
guests,  at  the  close  of  which  our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  H.  J.  Harrison,  A.B.,  expressed  his 
appreciation.  ^  Some  of  the  young  ladies  of 
the  Ladies’  Aid  helped  in  serving  the  table. 
— Reporter. 

SCHLATER,  MISS. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
June  11  and  12,  with  the  Rev.  D.  Green,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  in  the  chair.  He  de- 
livered  a  splendid  address  to  the  Conference 
on  The  Working  of  the  Church.”  Splendid 
reports  were  made  by  the  officers  along  all 
lines.  Sunday,  at  11.30  A.  M.,  the  district 
superintendent  was  at  his  best.  The  hearts  of 
his  audience  were  made  to  rejoice  while  he 
talk^  to  them  on  “The  Price  of  RedempUon.” 
Sunday  night  the  quarter  closed  with  a  spirit- 

superintendent,  $18. 
Hart  6  Chwely  on  the  Schlater  charge,  moves 
forward.  On  the  second  trip  the  pastor  made 
to  this  church,  a  beautiful  gas  light  was  in¬ 
stalled  at  a  cost  of  $7,  and  this  church  led 
the  other  two  in  caring  for  their  pastor.  Our 
talent  rally  was  a  success.  The  following 
persons  bad  talents:  Mrs.  Carrie  McGowen, 
»^s.  Winder,  $3;  Mrs.  McCullough,  $1; 
Mrs.  Brown,  $3;  L.  C.  Jones,  $1;  Miss  Car¬ 
rie  Jones,  $1;  Miss  Sarah  Johnson,  $1;  Mrs. 
Stewart,  $2.  Our  church  at  St.  Mark  is  be¬ 
ing  rebuilt  We  entered  this  church  for  the 

first  time  since  Januam  on  June  26. _ S 

Johnson,  Reporter;  H.  L.  Jones,  Pastor. 


Obituaries 


— Sister  Lizzie  Adams  departed  this 
life  February  12,  1927,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years.  At  an  early  age  she  was  con¬ 
verted  and  was  a  faithful  member  of  Beth¬ 
lehem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  DeKalb, 
Miss.  She  was  the  wife  of  Bro.  B.  Adams, 
who  preceded  her  to  the  great  beyond.  She 
was  a  loving  mother,  faithful  wife,  and  a 
loyal  Christian;  also  class  leader.  Several 
children  are  left  to  mourn  their  loss. — Miss 
Iva  Houston,  Reporter. 

BAILEY — W.  M.  Bailey  was  born  in  Ste- 
^nson,  Ala.,  in  1862,  and  died  May  26,  1927. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Powell, 
of  Stevenson,  Ala.,  and  lived  happily  together 
until  the  end.  Bro.  Bailey  moved  to  Little 
Maumelle,  Ark.,  in  1870,  was  converted  and 
joined  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
®“®  star  members 

of  St.  Paul  until  his  death.  As  a  counsellor 
he  was  hard  to  equal;  was  an  ideal  father 
and  leaves  three  sons  and  three  daughters 
and  wife  to  mourn  his  passing.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  the  pastor  of  St.  Paul, 
Friday,  May  27.  An  appropriate'  program 
was  rendered.  The  following  ministers  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  funeral  services:  the  Revs 
J.  L.  Nelson,  J.  P.  Robinson,  P.  F.  Scruggs, 
pastor. — Reporter.  , 

— Sister  Matilda  Baldwin,  one  of 
the  oldest  citizens  in  Noxubee  County,  and 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
departed  this  life.  May  9, 
1927.  She  was  120  years  of  age,  and  was 
known  as  Sister  Hen.  She  visited  every  An- 
n^ual  Conference  in  the  Upper  Mississippi 
Conference,  from  its  separation  up  to  a  few 
years  ago,  when  she  became  unable  to  go  be¬ 
cause  of  a  broken  thigh.  She  was  faithful 
to  her  church,  though  she  went  on  crutches 
She  IS  survived  by  five  children.  The  (rfdest 
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daughter,  Penson  Richardson,  is  ninety  years 
of  age;  the  youngest  boy  is  nearly  seven^ 
years  of  age.  Many  grand  and  great-grand¬ 
children  mourn  her  padsing.  The  funeral  was 
conducted  in  Baldwin  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Brooksvllle,  Miss.  The  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  Rev.  J.  H.  Tolbert,  and  the 
Revs.  L.  V.  Kinard  and  P.  W.  Byrd,  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  funeral  service.  Her  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Baldwin  cemetery. — Re¬ 
porter. 

BASSETT — Sister  Liuie  Bassett,  a  faithful 
member  of  Lynch  Chapel  Methodist  Episco- 
pai  Church,  Clinton,  Miss.,  departed  this  life, 
April  23,  1927.  She  died  in  full  triumph 
of  faith.  Her  death  came  as  a  sudden  shock 
to  alt.  Sister  Bassett  was  leader  of  Class 
No  .8,  captain  of  Easter  Club 'No.  1,  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  class  meeting,  and  a  member  of 
the  stewardess  board.  She  leaves  to  mourn 
her  passing  one  adopted  child,  husband,  three 
sisters,  three  brothers,  and  a  host  of  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends.  The  service  was  conducted 
by  Dr.  J.  R.  Ross;  the  pastor.  Rev.  E.  G. 
Webb,  delivered  the  funeral  oration. — Re¬ 
porter. 

BENNETT— The  death  of  Mother  Bennett 
was  indeed  a  shock  to  most  of  the  Eleventh 
Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  members, 
Columbus,  Ohio.  For  many  years  Mother 
Bennett  labored  with  us,  displaying  her 
Christian  character  every  day;  loyal  at 
church,  home,  and  to  all  whom  she  came  in 
contact  with.  She  was  faithful  and  true  to 
the  end,  doing  what  she  could  while  in  the 
Christian  army.  A  large  crowd  witnessed 
the  last  sad  rites.  Relatives  miss  her,  friends 
miss  her,  yet  we  bid  her  sleep  on  in  God’s 
everlasting  arms. — F.  W.  Twitty,  Reporter. 

BEVERLY— Sister  Leona  Beverly,  the 
daughter  of  Charlie  Pegee,  of  Stonewall, 
Miss.,  departed  this  life  April  18,  1927.  She 
died  in  full  triumph  of  faith.  She  leaves  to 
mourn  her  passing  two  brothers,  sisters,  and 
a  host  of  friends.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Mills,  Reporter. 

BRADFORD— Mr.  W.  Z.  Bradford,  a  faith¬ 
ful  member  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Pass  Christian,  Miss.,  was  born  in 
Heidleburg,  Miss.,  May  14,  1866,  and  died 
at  Pass  Christian,  Miss.,  March  10,  1927.  His 
death  was  a  shock  to  his  family  and  friends, 
as  it  was  very  sudden.  He  was  stricken  at 
7.30  A.  M.,  and  died  in  fifteen  minutes.  He 
had  been  the  faithful  president  of  the  Ep- 
worth  League  for  several  years.  He  leaves 
a  wife,  one  son,  one  daughter,  four  grand¬ 
children,  and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  his 
passing.  The  funerai  services  were  con¬ 
ducted  from  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Shum- 
pert. — Ethel  Mason,  Reporter. 

BROWN— On  May  11,  1927,  Bro.  J.  A. 
Brown  passed  to  the  great  beyond.  He  was 
a  faithful  member  of  Heck’s  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Griffin,  Ga.  Bro. 
Brown  was  a  member  of  this  church  for  a 
number  of  years  and  served  faithfully  unto 
the  end.  He  served  as  leader,  steward,  trus¬ 
tee,  and  treasurer  for  this  church.  His  life 
was  worthy  of  emulation;  his  place  will  be 
hard  to  fill — in  home,  in  church,  and  in  the 
community.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  passing 
a  loving  mother,  a  devoted  wife,  and  a  host 
of  other  relatives  and  friends.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  P.  L.  In¬ 
man,  assisted  by  the  Revs.  E.  H.  Lee,  W.  J. 
Jones,  Drs.  M.  M.  Alston,  D.  H.  Stanton, 
district  superintendent  of  the  Griffin  District. 
There  was  an  immense  crowd  to  witness  the 
funeral  service. — Miss  Jessie  V.  Reid,  Re¬ 
porter. 

CARTER— Bro.  Verge  Carter  departed  this 
life  in  full  triimph  of  faith  April  7,  1927. 
He  was  a  faithful  member  of  Mallalieu 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Rule- 
ville.  Miss.  His  funeral  was  conducted  by 
the  pastor.  Rev.  D.  D.  Shelly.— B.  Hays, 
Reporter. 

CLONINGER— Bro.  Esra  J.  Cloninger,  a 
member  of  Hartsell  Memorial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Hickory,  N.  C.,  departed 
this  life  April  16,  1927,  aged  thirty  years. 
Bro.  Cloninger  had  been  confined  to  his  bed 
for  several  months.  Being  a  World  War 


veteran,  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Ashe¬ 
ville,  with  the  hope  that  he  would  recover. 
His  body  was  sent  home  and  the  funeral  was 
held  Easter  Sunday,  at  3  P.  M.,  in  his  church, 
conducted  by  the  pastor,  assisted  bv  the 
Rev.  C.  S.  Stroud.  The  deceased  had  won 
the  respect  of  a  large  number  of  folk,  both 
white  and  colored,  many  of  whom  expressed 
their  sympathy  by  beautiful  floral  designs. 
Interment  was  conducted  at  the  old  family 
graveyard  at  Conover,  N.  C.  He  leaves  to 
mourn  their  loss  a  widow,  one  sister,  and 
a  host  of  relatives  and  friends. — Reporter. 

COLLINS — After  a  brief  illness  in  the  third 
week  of  May,  Bro.  Aaron  Green  Collins,  son 
of  the  Rev.  R.  G.  Collins,  pastor  of  Grant 
circuit,  Oklahoma  District,  Lincoln  Confer¬ 
ence,  departed  this  life  Sunday  May  21,  1927, 
at  12.30  A.  M.  The  Rev.  Collins  was  imme¬ 
diately  called  from  Alma  where  he  was  visit¬ 
ing  his  family.  Bro.  Collins  owned  Christ 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  His  funeral  was 
conducted  by  Dr.  G.  S.  Sawyer,  pastor  of 
Mason  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Kansas  City,  Kans.,  and  assisted  by 
Dr.  B.  R.  Booker,  superintendent  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  District.  There  were  many 
beautiful  floral  designs.  He  leaves  to  mourn 
his  departed  life,,  father,  mother,  two  sisters, 
four  aunts,  and  a  host  of  friends. — Reporter. 

DAVIS — Bro.  Joseph  Davis  departed  this 
life  May  7,  1927,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years.  He  joined  Shady  Grove  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Mansfleld,  La.,  twenty- 
four  years  ago,  under  the  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Thompson,  and  been  a  faith¬ 
ful  member  ever  since.  Bro.  Davis  was  the 
husband  of  Sister  Lucy  Davis,  the  district 
president  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Alexandria  District,  and  the 
father  of  Dr.  Jackson  L.  Davis,  graduate  of 
New  Orleans  College,  now  a  practicing  den¬ 
tist  in  Washington,  D.  C.  The  following 
spoke  on  his  life:  Bros.  J.  W.  McGee,  A.  B. 
Kidd,  the  Rev.  S.  Harris,  of  the  Baptist 
Church;  the  Rev.  R.  H.  White,  Sisters  L. 
Shade,  and  J.  Hill.  The  Rev.  Earles,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  preached  the  funeral. 
Closing  remarks  by  the  pastor.  He  leaves 
a  wife,  one  son,  two  grandchildren,  three 
brothers,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends 
to  mourn  their  loss. — The  Rev.  Wm.  Jarrell, 
Pastor. 

FERGUSON — Sister  Sylvia  Ferguson,  a 
member  of  Hartsell  Memorial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Hickory,  N.  C.,  was  called 
from  the  field  of  service  to  her  final  resting 
place  and  eternal  reward,  Thursday,  April 
7,  1927.  Sister  Ferguson  had  been  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  more  than  fifty  years.  She  was  loved 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  her;  this  was 
evidenced  by  the  large  number  who  witnessed 
the  funeral  service.  She  leaves  to  mourn 
their  loss  one  sister,  one  daughter,  and  a 
host  of  relatives  and  friends.  The  funeral 
service  was.  conducted  by  the  pastor,  as¬ 
sisted  by  the  Revs.  C.  S.  Stroud,  J.  W.  Hill, 
and  R.  Gill,  of  the  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  and  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
and  Baptist  Churches,  respectively,  and  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Morris,  of  Asheville,  N.  C.,  who 
was  here  conducting  an  evangelistic  service 
for  the  Rev.  Stroud. — W.  T.  Lomax,  Pastor. 

GUIDRY — Bro.  Henry  Guidry,  a  faithfui 
member  of  Williams  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  New  Orleans,  dei)arted  this  life  in 
full  triumph  of  faith.  He  was  a  local 
preacher,  class  leader,  trustee,  steward,  and 
a  member  of  the  brotherhood.  He  worked 
all  day  in  the  shiphold  Tuesday,  May  10, 
1927,  and  as  he  was  leaving  for  home  the 
officer  on  the  ship  followed  him  and  shot  him 
down.  It  was  a  great  shock  to  the  members 
of  Williams  Church.  Bro.  Guidry  was  loved 
by  all.  He  will  be  greatly  missed.  He  was 
leader  of  Class  No.  3.  His  funeral  was 
largely  attended.  The  following  ministers 
assisted  in  the  funeral:  the  Revs.  C.  S.  Stan¬ 
ley,  G.  C.  Hayward,  M.  R.  Walker,  District 
Superintendent  Bro.  W.  G.  Stewart,  and 
Bro.  W.  H.  Harrison. — J.  M.  Turner,  Pastor. 

GUNN — Florinda  Gunn  died  April  16,  1927, 
in  Chicago,  Ill.,  and  was  brought  to  her  home 
in  Hillsboro,  Tenn.,  and  buried.  She  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  two  daughters,  one  son,  ten  grand¬ 


children,  and  other  relatives  and  friends. 
She  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  funeral  was  attended  by  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Betty.  She  was  buried  by  the  Mutual  Aid 
Society  at  the  Hillsboro  Cemetery. — Re¬ 
porter. 


HANSON — Mrs.  Rosa  Lee  Hanson  departed 
this  life  April  26,  1927.  She  was  a  faithful 
member  of  Morris  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Pittsburg,  Texas,  and  lived  a 
consistent  Christian  until  death.  She  was  a 
teacher  in  the  public  school  and  was  re¬ 
spected  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  also 
teacher  in  the  Sunday  school  and  Epworth 
League  president.  Her  place  will  be  hard  to 
fill.  She  leaves  a  husband,  one  daughter,  six 
sisters,  and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  her 
passing  At  the  request  of  Sister  Hanson, 
the  Rev.  James  Clark  and  the  Rev.  E.  H. 
Holden  preached  the  funeral. — P.  Nelms, 
Reporter. 


HARVEY — Mrs.  Eunice  Harvey,  one  of  the 
faithful  members  of  Seward  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Gordonsville,  Tenn., 
passed  in  full  triumph  of  faith  to  her  eternal 
rewArd,  April  2,  1927.  She  was  a  splendid 
woman,  wife,  and  mother,  much  devoted  to 
her  church,  and  was  a  consistent  Christian. 
She  leaves  a  devoted  husband,  Bro.  R.  K. 
Harvey,  five  children,  father,  sisters,  broth¬ 
ers,  and  many  friends  to  mourn  their  loss. 
The  funeral  services  w'ere  held  at  Seward 
Chapel,  the  Rev.  R.  D.  Granville,  pastor, 
officiating,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  D.  Stanton. 
Peace  to  her  ashes. — C.  W.  Dowell,  Reporter. 


HAYNES — Mrs.  Henrietta  Haynes,  of  11th 
Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  departed  this  life  April  17,  1927. 
The  funeral  was  held  at  the  church  and  was 
largely  attended.  She  was  an  active  member 
of  the  church,  willing  to  do  what  she  could 
at  all  times.  Her  kind  ways  won  many 
friends,  and  she  was  loved  by  everyone.  Dur¬ 
ing  her  affliction  she  was  courageous  and 
came  to  church  until  the  end,  when  God  saw 
fit  to  take  her  from  us.  She  leaves  relatives 
and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  their  loss. — 


F.  W.  Twitty,  Reporter. 

HENDERSON — Sister  Ann  Henderson  was 
born  in  1846,  and  died  December  2,  1926. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  Bethlehem 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  DeKalb,  Miss. 
Her  life  was  an  inspiration  to  all  who  knew 
her.  She  left  to  mourn  her  passing  three 
daughters,  three  sons,  several  grandchildren, 
and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends.  The  fu¬ 
neral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  S.  Donald, 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  the  Rev.  W.  Hick¬ 
man. — Miss  Iva  Houston,  Reporter. 


HUDDLESTON— Bro.  J.  W.  Huddleston, 
after  an  illness  of  about  six  months,  departed 
this  life  April  11,  1927.  He  was  converted 
in  1894  and  lived  a  consistent  Christian;  was 
class  leader,  steward,  and  trustee  of  Scruggs’ 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His 
funeral  was  largely  attended  by  relatives  and 
friends.  The  following  ministers  spoke  on 
his  life:  the  Revs.  W.  J.  S.  Donalson,  J.  H. 
Hatchett,  B.  F.  Scott,  and  the  Rev.  H. 
Adams,  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  leaves 
to  mourn  his  passing,  mother,  father,  one 
brother,  one  sister,  wife,  and  a  host  of  friends. 
Thus  closed  his  thirty-third  year  of  Chris¬ 
tian  .service  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years. — 
The  Rev.  R.  B.  Maxwell,  Pastor. 

JACKSON — Sister  Frances  Jackson,  of  Zion 
Ridge  Church,  departed  this  life  March  28, 
1927.  She  had  been  converted  and  joined 
the  church  forty-five  years  ago.  She  lived 
a  consistent  Christian  life  and  was  chaplain 
of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society. 
The  members  of  this  society  paid  honor  and 
respect  to  the  deceased  The  funeral  was 
conducted  at  Zion  Ridge  Methodist  Epi.sco- 
pal  Church  (Miss.)  by  the  Revs.  Quinn, 
Whalin,  and  Bentley. — Reporter. 

JEFFERSON— Mrs.  Henrietta  Jefferson 

was  born  in  Hempstead,  Texas,  April  15» 
1876,  and  died  May  6,  1927,  at  Omaha,  Neb. 
She  was  cradled  in  the  home  of  Christian 
parents,  her  father  being  a  Methodist  rnin^JM 
ister.  While  a  girl,  Mrs.  Jefferson  confessei^Jj 
religion  and  proved  it  by  her  sincere  efforts^ 
to  live  a  true  Christian.  One  wonderful  proof  I 
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brought  into  the  fold.  She  was  a  very  active 
member  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Bpiscopal 
Church  in  Dallas,  Texas,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  Rev.  N.  J.  Johnson.  She  became 
a  member  of  Grove  under  the  Rev.  Logan. 
After  traveling  three  years  in  vain  to  regain 
her  health,  she  returned  to  Omaha  from  Dal¬ 
las,  accompanied  by  her  daughter  and  grand¬ 
daughter,  on  April  13.  She  was  confined  to 
her  bed  at  her  daughter’s  home,  Mrs.  E. 
Titus.  Her  pastor,  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Oville 
came  often  to  pray  with  her.  Mrs.  Jefferson 
is  survived  by  two  brothers,  one  sister,  and 
seven  children.  The  funeral  was  conducted 
from  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by 
the  Rev.  Oville,  assisted  by  Dr.  B.  R.  Booker, 
district  superintendent.  May  9.— B.  A.  Bos¬ 
tic,  Secretary. 

JONES — Mr.  Ruffen  Jones,  a  faithful  mem¬ 
ber  and  officer  of  the  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  passed 
from  labor  to  rest  at  his  home,  818  Orleans 
Street,  April  22,  192T,  after  five-weeks’  ill¬ 
ness.  His  body  was  carried  to  his  old  home, 
Scooba,  Miss.,  and  laid  to  rest  by  his  father, 
Mr.  Hubert  Ward,  another  member,  was 
called  to  his  final  reward  from  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital,  May  7,  1927,  where  he  was 
rushed  after  a  fall  from  a  window  in  the 
“i!  ^«“th  was  quite  a  shock  to 

all. — J.  D.  Wheaton,  Pastor. 

KEMPS  On  May  8,  1927,  Sister  Lucy 
Kemps  was  called  from  labor  to  reward.  She 
*  faithful  member  of  her  church,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  A.  Dorsey 
and  the  Rev.  P.  Windon.  She  was  laid  out  to 
rest  with  the  honors  of  the  Mysterious  Ten, 
The  Mosaic  Temple  of  America,  and  Eastern 
Star.  She  leaves  husband,  four  sons,  one 
daughter,  twenty-one  grandchildren,  four 
great-grandchildren,  and  friends  to  mourn 
their  loss. — C.  Tammihill,  Reporter. 

KIDD— Bro.  Sam  Kidd,  the  oldest  member 
of  Military  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  departed  this  life  Sunday,  May  1, 
^927.  Indeed  a  great  man  has  fallen.  Bro. 

loved  by  all.  He  served  his  church 
^ith  high  credit;  was  class  leader  and  stew¬ 
ard,  and  had  spent  thirty-eight  years  in  the 
service  of  the  church.  On  January  10  the 
church  was  destroyed  by  fire.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  rebuilding  it,  and  said  he  did 
not  want  to  die  until  the  church  was  rebuilt. 

On  Sunday,  April  10,  class  was  held  in  the  ' 
new  building.  Bro.  Kidd  was  ill  but  was  ' 
present  at  the  service.  His  funeral  was 
conducted  at  Anderson  Grove  Baptist  Church  ' 
to  accommodate  the  large  crowd.  The  fu-  I 
neral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor  and  the  ; 
Rev.  Prowell,  of  the  Baptist  Ghurch.  He 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery. —  ] 

Reporter.  J 

LACEY— Sister  Rosa  Lacey,  a  faithful  mem-  I 
her  of  Wesley  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  I 
thurch.  New  Orleans,  died  April  24,  1927,  f 
and  was  buried  Thursday,  April  28.  Sister 
Wey  joined  Wesley  Church  under  the  pas-  c 
torate  of  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Johnson  in  1897,  ^ 

and  remained  a  consistent  Christian  until  the  ? 
end  came.  She  served  faithfully  under  the  f 
foliowii^  class  leaders:  Bros.  John  Williams,  , 
loney  Crowe,  and  L.  L.  Harrison.  The  fu-  ^ 
neral  services  were  conducted  by  the  pastor,  S 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Buchanon,  L.  L.  n 
Harrison,  and  Robert  xNash.  The  deceased  d 
18  survived  by  one  son.— L.  L.  Harrison,  Re-  w 
porter.  ^ 

luster— Sister  Lettle  Luster,  born  1832,  I” 
“led  January  29,  1927,  at  Hawkins,  Texas.  „ 
one  joined  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  f 
J-nurch  more  than  fifty-two  years  ago,  dur- 
“g  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Paul  Douglas,  A 
Jefferson,  Texas.  She  was  the  wife  of  the 
«ev.  C.  Luster,  a  member  of  the  Texas  Con-  } 
wence.  He  preceded  Sister  Luster  to  the 
pave  forty-two  years  ago.  Nine  children 
-ere  born  to  them— six  sons  and  three  iu 
wughters.  The  Rev.  Abe  Luster,  her  son,  o, 
«*  been  a  member  of  the  Texas  Conference 
’  thirty-two  years.  The  Revs.  H.  C.  Me-  SI 
Her  and  L.  S.  Lamb  were  present  at  the  re 
''■’Vices.  The  Rev.  J.  O.  Williams  preached  ar 
'ne  funeral,  and  the  Revs.  W.  H.  Whiten,  SI 


s  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  H.  C.  McCarter 
n  spoke  briefly  of  her  life.  Servant  of  God, 
e  well  done.— L.  S.  Lamb,  Reporter. 

.  MITCHELL — On  April  29,  at  6.30  P.  M 
B  death  entered  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

I.  S.  Sudds,  Mansfield,  La.,  and  claimed  as 
,  Its  victim  Mrs.  Carrie  Mitchell,  their  only 

-  child.  She  was  married  to  Mr.  Joe  Mitchell. 

-  ,  ®  *^»yes  to  mourn  her  passing,  mother, 

)  father,  husband,  three  children,  and  many 
•  funeral  was  held  at  Bonchest 

’  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  conducted  by 
1  ^e  pastor,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Kirvin 

1  The  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  Bonchest  Ceme- 
1  tery.— F.  J.  Thomas,  Pastor. 

MOORE  Gilbert  Moore,  Zachary,  La.,  de- 
.  parted  this  life  May  3,  1927,  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  He  was  a  class  leader  and 
steward  during  his  active  days,  and  ren¬ 
dered  splendid  service.  He  leaves  to  mourn 
his  passing  four  children,  two  brothers,  two 
sisters,  a  wife,  and  many  friends.  The  fu¬ 
neral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor,  who  was 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  A.  C.  Mitchell,  the  Rev. 
Youngblood,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  the 
R^.  S.  Eubanks,  also  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
— Reporter. 

NICHLOS — Sister  Ellen  Nichlos,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  died  April  28,  1927,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  Mt. 
Peasant  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  a 
long  number  of  years.  A  dear  mother,  four 
brothers,  three  sisters,  and  a  host  of  relatives 
and  friends  mourn  her  passing.  The  funeral 
was  largely  attended  and  was  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  R.  B.  Anderson,  the  pastor,  assisted 
by  the  Rev  Lee  Pickens,  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  Miss.  The  body  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Cemetery.  Servant 
of  God,  well  done!— R.  B.  Anderson,  Pastor. 

PRINCE — Arthur  IJrince,  formerly  of  this 
place,  but  recently  of  Beloit,  Wis.,  passed 
from  labor  to  reward.  May  11,  1927.  Bro. 
Prince’s  passing  renewed  the  ties  that  bound 
us  so  closely  in  love  for  him  while  his  mem¬ 
bership  was  here  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis- 
copal  Church,  Ripley,  Miss.,  where  he  began 
his  Christian  career.  He  was  one  of  our 
outstanding  members  while  he  worshipped 
with  us,  having  served  on  the  steward  board 
for  several  years,  and  readily  responded  to 
the  church  along  all  lines.  I,  Andrew  Wells, 
having  visited  him  in  his  northern  home,  found 
him  with  the  same  relation  toward  his  church 
that  he  held  among  us.  Our  membership 
mourn  his  passing,  and  extend  our  sympathy 
to  his  bereaved  wife  and  family.— Reporter. 

RUSSELL  Miss  Mallalieu  Russell  was  born  i 
August  21,  1907,  and  died  March  12,  1927 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  m!  j 
Russell.  She  was  converted  at  an  early  age  ( 
and  joined  St.  Peter  Methodist  Episcopal  ] 
Church,  Marion,  Miss.,  and  lived  a  loyal  i 
Christian  until  death  claimed  her.  She  was 
a  student  of  Haven  Institute,  being  in  the 
third-year  high  school.  She  leaves  to  mourn  '■ 
her  passing,  father,  mother,  sister,  two  1 
brothers,  relatives,  and  friends.  The  funeral  c 
was  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  k 
Smoot,  and  the  Rev.  J.  Watkins,  of  the  Col-  J 
ored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  t 
Rev.  W.  B.  Holden,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  a 
Her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Barket  t 
Cemetery. — Reporter.  b 
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SADLER— After  more  than  six  months’  ill¬ 
ness,  Bro.  Jim  Sadler,  about  sixty  years  old, 
died  Saturday  morning,  May  28,  1927.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  West  Point  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Valley  Mills,  Texas,  for 
more  than  thirty  years.  He  seemed  to  have 
been  needlessly  neglected,  and  yet  well  re¬ 
membered,  for  he  died  in  full  triumph  of 
l^ith.  He  was  buried  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev. 
T,  J,  SimmS)  assisted  by  one  of  his  ex-pas~ 
tors,  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Foy.  The  funeral  serv¬ 
ice  was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  A  few 
loyal  members  arranmd  a  short  but  appro¬ 
priate  program  for  the  occasion.  Bro.  Sad¬ 
ler  is  survived  by  one  son,  two  daughters, 
three  brothers,  and  three  sisters.— Mrs.  Amos 
Sadler,  Reporter. 


SHOCKLEY — A  death  causing  much  be¬ 
reavement  among  relatives  and  friends  in  and 
around  White  County  was  that  of  Mr.  M.  T. 
Shockley,  aged  sixty-two  years,  which  oc- 


’  April  14,  1927,  at  the  home  of  Read 

-  Hurd,  also  of  White  County.  Mr.  Shockley’s 
I  first  marriage  was  to  Miss  Annie  Hugens, 
r  of  Van  Buren  County,  in  1880.  To  them 
1  were  born  three  children,  all  deceased.  He 
I  was  later  married  to  Miss  Sallie  McDoyle. 
(  in  1^6.  Mr.  Shockley  had  been  a  member 
'  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since 

1  1902,  and  had  led  a  devout  Christian  life, 

1  working  m  interest  of  the  welfare  of  the 
I  church.  He  was  a  loyal  member  in  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  Order  No.  247.  He  is  survived  by 
a  wife,  eight  children,  three  brothers,  two 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at 
Sunday  afternoon,  by  the  Rev.  W. 
M.  Holden,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Dev- 
lin.  ^  Remarks  were  also  made  concerning  the 
Christian  life  of  Mr.  Shockley  by  Mr.  Clint 
Haston  and  Prof.  Wallace.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  community  cemetery. — The  Rev. 
J.  H.  Devlin,  Reporter. 

Thigpen,  one  of  the 
faithful  meinbers  of  St.  May  Methodist  Epis- 
copal  Church,  Bridgeville,  Miss.,  was  claimed 
^  ^®27.  She  was  born 

May,  1869;  age,  fifty-eight  years.  She  joined 
the  church  when  quite  young  at  LitUe  Rock, 
®  "‘""'I’er  of  years  transferred 
to  St.  May.  There  she  lived  a  faithful  mem¬ 
ber  until  death  At  an  early  age  she  was 
married  to  the  Rev.  G.  T.  Thigpen,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  ten  children,  nine  of 
whom  survive  her.  A  host  of  friends  and 
relatives  are  left  to  mourn  her  passing  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the 
Rev.  B.  J.  Cooper.— Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Rice, 
Reporter.  ’ 

THOMPSOh^Sister  Sallie  Thompson,  our 

M  member  of  DoweU  Chapel 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Cherry  Valley, 
Tenn.,  depart^  this  life  May  9,  1927,  in  fidl 
triumph  of  faith.  She  was  eighty-four  years 
®  ®nd  was  willing  and  ready  to  go 

service  wis 

cbndurted  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  D.  But¬ 
ler.  She  leaves  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends 
to  mourn  their  loss.— Gladys  M.  Scales,  Re- 
porter, 

Webb  was  born 

firA  A  departed  this 

life  April  26,  1927.  He  joined  St.  James 
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The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  I.  B.  Points  take  thisi 
method  to  thank  the  good  people  of  Alexan-^ 
der  City,  Ala.,  and  the  loyal  members  of 
Haven  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  the  storm  that  came  to  the  parsonage  on 
Friday  night,  leaving  the  pastor  a  new  suit 
of  clothes,  some  cash,  and  many  pounds  of 
groceries. 

The  Rev.  E.  D.  Cameron  and  family  kindly 
thank  the  good  people  of  West  Point,  Miss., 
white  and  colored,  for  their  loyalW  during 
the  severe  illness  of  our  wife  and  mother. 
We  are  glad  to  say  that  she  is  now  convales¬ 
cing.  We  are  very  grateful  to  you,  and  may 
the  Lord  crown  your  efforts  with  success. — 
Daisy  Cameron. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good  peo¬ 
ple  of  St.  Johns  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  the  reception  given  me  and  a  purse  of 
$65  for  Conference  entertainment.  Through 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  Johnson  and 
others,  there  was  quite  a  success.  You  can 
count  on  them.  May  God’s  blessing  be  ever 
thdirs. — W.  E.  Williams,  Lusbys,  Md. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  members  and  friends 
of •  Hub  and  Pine  Burr  communities  for  the 
many  kindnesses  shown  our  dear  daughter 
during  her  short  illness.  We  trust  that  you 
might  have  many  years  in  which  to  enjoy 
the  rich  blessings  of  our  heavenly  Father,  and 
thus  serve  Him  by  serving  humanity. — Rev. 
and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Gillespie,  Prentiss,  Miss. 

The  pastor  of  Bentley  Chapel  and  St.  John 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  takes  this 
method  to  thank  the  following  members  for  a 
suit  of  clothes  for  Conference:  Mesdames  L. 
Jones,  V.  Brown,  D.  McManas,  L.  Miller, 
S.  McCormick,  and  many  others.  We  are 
praying  God’s  blessing  upon  this  untiring 
committee.— Rev.  C.  H.  Hill,  Hattiesburg, 
Miss. 

A  group  of  members  and  friends  of  the 
East  End  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  gave 
the  pastor  and  wife,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Hamblen,  a  surprise  call  at  an  unusual  hour, 
and  they  did  not  come  empty-handed.  They 
filled  the  table  with  good  things  and  bade  us 
good-night.  We  take  this  method  to  thai^ 
them  again. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Hamble^ 
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So,  Baltimore . 

Pittabursh . 

Columbus . 

Waco . 

Hattieaburs . 

Hanaibsl . 

LnOrsnsa . 

Savannah . *.  ■ 

Palestine . 

Forrest  City . 

Lexincton . 

Charleston . 

Marshsdl . 

Birminarham . 

Atlanta . . . . . . 

Jaekson . 

Tupelo . 

Durant . 

Memphis . 

Kansas  City . 

Opdika . . 

Huntsville . 

Texarkana . 

Alexandria . 

Starkville . 

Tusealoosa . 

Beaumont . 

Monroe . 

Gainesville . 

Little  Bock . 

Oseala . 

Holly  Sprinss . 

Chieaso . . 

Clarksdale  (Nebo  Church) 

(bdnesville . 

Borne..... . 

Florence . 

Meridian . 

Greenwood . . 

St.  Louis . 

Indianapolis . 

Paris . 

Fort  Smith . 

SedalU . 
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Church  about  thirty  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life  since  her  con 
faithf^  and  loyal  mem-  version  seven  years  ago.  The  Rev.  D.  F 
1  Vance  officiated. — Mrs.  Edith  Evans,  Re- 


Methodist  Episcopal 

years  ago  and  was  a - 

her.  He  was  organist  for  the  church  and 
trustee,  and  served  faithfully  until  the  end  porter, 
came.  He  died  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where 
he  went  for  an  operation.  The  funeral  was 
conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  S.  M.  Car¬ 
michael,  asEfisted  by  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Young. 

He  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss,  one  sister,  a 
niece  and  nephew,  and  a  host  of  friends. — 

Miss  M.  B.  Maleary,  Reporter. 


O'?  T'VlfinlcS  son,  E.  Wesson,  T.  Wesson,  and  others.  Come 

\^aras  OI  again.— Rev.  A.  B.  Evans,  Pastor,  Bengin, 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members,  pastors,  and  Ark. 
friends  of  Morton,  Miss.,  for  their  kindness  ,  ^  .  xu  j  v  «,»  minis- 

to  me  during  the  illness  of  my  wife  up  until  I  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  minis 
her  death.— W.  N.  G.  Lipscomb,  8UV2  Mosby  ters  of  New  Orleans  for  their  l^n^ss  m 
Ave.,  Memphis,  Tenn.  helping  me  during  “7  M^y  G^ 

.  „  -  .  .  „r.„.  J  _x  J  XU"  choice  blessings  rest  upon  them  and  tneir 

WILLIAMS — Calvin  Williams  departed  teis  pastor  wishes  to  thank  the  members  families:  The  Revs.  C.  S.  Stanley,  J.  W.  Tur- 

life  AprU  8,  1927,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  Light  Church  and  com-  ner,  F.  W.  Brown,  J.  W.  Wells,  H.  C.  WU^ 

years.  He  was  a  steward,  class  leader,  and  fQ^.  their  kindness  during  the  illness  Hams,  J.  B,  Johnson,  G.  C.  Hayward,  C.  W. 

trustee  for  more  than  forty  years,  having  his  wife.  We  are  grateful  for  the  many  Reeves,  W.  D.  Martin,  W.  Scott  Chinn,  W. 
joined  Rocky  Moimt  Methodist  Bpiscopw  kindnesses  shown,  and  pray  that  the  blessing  H.  Handy,  and  Mrs.  C.  S.  Stanley. — Rev. 

Church  in  early  life.  He  was  one  of  the  upon  you  all. — Rev.  A.  B.  c.  D.  C.  Bryan, 

founders  of  the  church.  He  leaves  to  mourn  tenable  and  Wife 

his  passing  a  wife,  eleven  sons,  one  daughter,  ‘  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  J.  Mitchell  were 

two  brothers,  one  sister,  five  grandchildren.  j  ^ant  to  thank  our  good  friends  and  mem-  aroused  by  a  storm  party  which  came  to  the 
The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor,  bers  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal  parsonage  on  May  9.  Many  pounds  of  cholw 

Rev.  H.  W.  Kimball,  and  the  Rev.  T,  M.  Church  for  their  love  and  kindness  in  hdp-  groceries  were  laid  on  the  table.  The 

Bush. — Reporter.  ing  us  with 'our  dear  mother  through  her  was  led  by  Mrs.  Josie  Shelby  and  Mrs.  JulW 

short  illness,  and  hope  God’s  blessing  will  Swindle,  and  twenty-one  members  and  fricnM 
WILLIAMS — Sister  Lillie  Williams  de-  continue  to  follow  them. — ^Whisenton’s  Fam-  of  st.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

parted  this  life  January  16,  1927.  She  was  jjy^  Vaughan,  Miss.  Clinton,  Mo.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell 

one  of  the  faithful  workers  of  Jerusalem  -  -  ,  , .  xi.  extended  their  appreciation  and  gratitude  for 

Church,  on  the  Indianola  charge.  At  the  I  take  this  method  of  thankimj  the  their  kindness  and  bade  them  Godspeed, 

time  of  her  passing  she  was  superintendent  bers  and  friends  of  Salem  Methodist  Epis-  -  ,  j 

of  the  Sunday  school  and  president  of  the  copal  Church  for  about  twenty  pounds  of  l  take  this  method  to  thank  our  friends  10 
Ladies’  Aid  Society.  She  was  loyal  to  the  groceries  given  in  February,  and  $1.25  in  the  many  kindnesses  shown  our  dear  cousw 
church  in  every  way,  and  would  struggle  cash.  May  God  shower  His  rich  blessings  A.  E.  Ingram,  during  his  short  iUness.  n* 
hard  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  church,  upon  the  faithful  few. — Rev.  J.  L.  White,  died  January  9,  1927.  He  was  a  teitM 

She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss,  mother.  Pastor,  Hufsmith,  Texas.  member  of  New  Prospect  Methodist  Epiw 

father,  two  sisters,  two  brothers,  and  a  little  ,  .  u  xi,!-  +i,anlr  ^nniiav  P®*  Church,  Smithville,  Miss.,  also  a 

son.  She  is  greatly  missed  in  the  commu-  I  ™ethod  to  thank  the  Sunday  preacher,  district  steward,  and  chairman  w 

nity  as  a  leaMr  for  the  cause  of  Christ. —  school  for  the  surprise  party  the  Laymen’s  Convention.  A  dear  wife,  on 

E  K  LTOnl“:  Reporter.  “  Neely,  Wilson,  La.  This  parte  was  led  g.gters,  four  brothers,  and  other 

by  Miss  Minnie  Brown,  M.  B.  ^owib  L.  relatives  survive  him. — Gertrude  A.  Scoft 
WRIGHT— Sister  Jessie  Wright,  of  Colum-  Brown,  L.  Young,  M.  A.  Rollen.  God  bless  Chicago,  Ill. 

bus,  Texas,  departed  thU  life  AprU  14,  1927,  the  young  people.  Come  again,  you  are  wel-  »  ^ 

and  was  laid  to  rest  on  Friday,  the  15th,  In  come  at  aU  times.— Rev.  Anthony  Taylor,  We  take  this  method  to  thank  ttie  mwj 

Sister  Wrlyht  had  Pastor.  bers  of  Watch  Chapel  Methodist  Episcop 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


‘The  Amen  Corner’ 

Real  lor  “Amm  Carntr^  p«U  br  Baaid  ol  PcMioD* 


ton,  A.  J.'urner,  u.  JHuigs,  isouareaux.  An-  ^  NEEDLESS  SACRIFICE 

derson,  StraugMer,  and  others.  The  pastor  .  ,  .  .1:  i.  a 

responded  for  the  famUy.^.  O.  RiAards,  ,  ^  ^  y*”®  old,  tocWged 

Pastor,  Franklin,  La.  because  “too  old”  said: 

“My  husband  left  enough  money  to  keep 

The  pastor.  Rev.  J.  B.  Thompson,  and  me  comfortably;  but  I  turned  it  over  to  my 
family,  take  this  method  of  expressing  their  daughter  and  her  husband  smiandered  it. 

thanks  to  the  members  and  friends  of  Hope-  . . .  -  . 

well  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Canton  Ct., 

Miss.,  who  on  Tuesday  night.  May  8,  came 
singing  at  our  front  door,  “God  Will  Take 
Care  of  You.”  A  large  crowd  of  Christian 
men  and  women,  led  by  Violet  Garrett  and 
Selena  Hamling,  laid  on  the  table  about  one 
hundred  pounds  of  very  choice  groceries.  A 
band  of  children  brought  beauUful  flowers. 

Sister  Garrett  made  the  welcome  address,  and 
a  cash  purse  was  presented  by  Sister  Han¬ 
nah  Prophet.  May  the  Master’s  blessings 
remain  with  all  these  good  people.  Come 
often. 

I  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  friends 
and  members  of  St.  James  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  for  the 
courtesies  accorded  and  sympathy  shown  me 
during  my  two  weeks’  illness,  especially  Bro. 

Rogers  Smith  and  wife,  who  brought  two 
baskets  filled  with  groceries,  and  a  freezer 
of  ice  cream  for  the  entire  family.  There 
were  others  also  who  contributed  to  our  com¬ 
fort  whose  names  space  will  not  permit  us 
to  mention,  nevertheless  we  are  grateful  to 
them.  We  appreciate  your  kindness  and  wiU 
diligently  strive  to  prove  ourselves  worthy 
of  your  respect  and  high  esteem  in  which  we 
are  held  by  you.  Thanking  you  again. — Rev. 

E.  A.  Wilson  and  Family. 


THE 

Almeda  Gardner  School 


A  boarding  school  for  girls,  opens  Octo¬ 
ber  4,  at  Moorhead,  Miss.  School  includes 
first  nine  grades.  There  is  a  fine  teaching 
force.  Board,  at  $14.60  per  month,  in¬ 
cludes  sewing  and  domestic  science. 

A  beautiful  campus;  health  conditions 
excellent;  medical  attendance  at  a  small 
fee. 

For  particulars  write 

MISS  BERTHA  D.  HODGES,  Principal 

Moorhead,  MUaistippi 


Communion  Service  Outfits 

Individual,  the  present  day 
method — cleanly  and  saniti^. 
A  more  impressive  service. 
Beautiful  sets  at  reasonable 
prices.  Write  for  catalog. 

DeMoulin  Bros.  &  Co.,  Dept.  42,  GreenviDe,  III. 


ND-UI 


CHURCH  FURNITURE 

E'VfrfAmgfoT  Cbunh  end  Sunday  Sdieot  » 
]  ust.  Freu$  factory  to  You.  Finteatalos/he. 

I  DeMoulin  Bros.  ST- Co. 

^  1143  SaiMfa4«faSt.,Grasii*ffis,lllhMii  P  r 


Or  Snuff 
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A.  Dansby  and  Mrs.  N.  Jones  for  the  most 
elaborate  luncheon.  They  accompanied  us 
to  the  sta'tion,  where  other  members  of  the 
church  joined  us  and  presented  more  gifts. 

May  the  blessings  of  Gm  and  the  good  will 
of  the  Christ  ever  abide  in  the  hearts  of 
these  good  people. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  D. 

Lester. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  good  members  and 
friends  of  Mallalieu  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  St.  Martinville,  La.,  for  115  pounds 
of  choice  CToceries.  A  number  of  members 
came  to  tne  parsonage  on  Thursday  night, 
singing,  ‘*What  a  Friend  We  Have  In  Jesus.” 

The  promoters  of  this  enterprise  were:  Mrs. 

M.  ^^BS  Maud  Tyler,  Mrs.  O.  Beslln, 

L.  Davis,  R.  Carlson,  G.  Carlson,  Miss  Solo¬ 
mon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Carlson.  Mrs.  Matilda 
Tyler  made  the  presentation.  On  May  15, 
a  purse  of  96.20  was  presented  to  the  pas¬ 
tor  for  a  pair  of  shoes.  Mrs.  L.  Drake  made 
the  presentation.  The  following  persons  con¬ 
tributed:  Mrs.  A.  Carlson,  A.  Carlson,  L.  L. 

Jonrner,  A.  D.  Williams,  L.  Drake,  50  cents 
each;  L.  Davis,  L.  Aubrey,  B.  Moore,  D. 

Polite,  L.  Drake,  25  cents  each;  M.  Solomon, 

O.  Polite,  L.  Lewis,  L.  Livingston,  20  cents 
each;  O.  Beslin,  C.  Prade,  D.  Huston,  P. 

Lapprouse,  15  cents  each;  R.  Carlson,  G. 

Carlson,  G.  Lastrape,  T.  Fusee,  L.  Detiege, 

M.  V.  B.  Drake,  D.  Sam,  S.  Tyler,  W.  M. 

Reese,  10  cents  each;  Mrs.  Casmie,  B.  Abram, 

J.  Jackson,  5  cents  each.  Many  thanks  and 
praise  to  these  members  and  friends.  Come 
again. — J.  A.-  Landry,  Pastor. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Calvin  take  this 
method  to  thank  the  members  and  friends  of 
the  Mount  Zion  Church,  Vancevllle,  La.,  for 
the  reception  given  them,  and  for  the  many 
pounds  of  TOra  things  brought  to  the  par¬ 
sonage  on  November  19  and  December  2, 

1926,  and  later.  Mrs.  BUsa  Taylor  and  Mrs. 

Lon  Wiley  were  the  sponsors  of  the  first 
surprise  party,  ably  assisted  by  Ed.  Griffen, 

Mrs.  Ella  Griffen,  Mrs.  Elisa  Murray,  Mrs. 

Mattie  Taylor,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Davis,  Mrs.  Nar- 
ciss  Wils<Mi,  and  others.  We  thank  them  for 
cash  purses  of  $2.55  and  $10.08,  respectively. 

The  second  party  was  led  by  Mrs.  Bettie 
Wiley  and  Miss  Mary  B.  Hasop,  assisted 
by  Mrs.  Estelle  Cook,  Mrs.  Georgia  O’Neal, 

Horace  Wiley,  and  others.  We  also  thank 
Mrs.  Mattie  Stinson,  for  her  timely  contri¬ 
bution,  Mrs.  Catelia  Johnson  for  her  load  of 
edibles,  and  Miss  Ida  Stinson  for  her  splen¬ 
did  New  Year’s  package,  and  all  of  the 
others  whose  names  are  too  numerous  to  men¬ 
tion,  for  their  gifts.  Your  continuous  tokens 
of  love  and  appreciation  fill  our  hearts  with 
untold  joy,  ana  may  yon  accept  these  feeble 
words  of  thanks  and  appreciation.  We  pray 
God’s  choicest  blessings  to  be  yours.  “Keep 
on  homing  when  yo’  ken.” 

velt  Williams.  The  beautiful  ring  ceremony 
A/f  aT»T»iQrr<»c  performed  by  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Young, 

1  Xal  I  pastor  of  Mt.  Nebo  Methodist  Episcopal 

BROOKS— JOHNSON.  Mr.  Jesse  Brooks  Church,  Lawtey,  Fla.,  of  which  the  bride  is 
and  Miss  Annie  Johnson,  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  »  member.  The  ceremony  was  performed  on 
were  married  in  Chicago,  Dl.,  June  4,  1927,  the  front  porch  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
by  the  Rev.  P.  A.  Bryson,  of  the  Colored  number  of  guests.  Her  only  attendant  was 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Miss  Johnson  Miss  ^,oviebelle  Miller.  Mr.  Frank  Bell  was 
is  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Mr.  Lewis  This  young  couple  have  the  best 

Johnson,  of  Vicksburg.  She  was  graduated  wishes  of  their  many  friends.— Celia  M.  Jones, 
from  Magnolia  High  School  at  Vicksburg,  Reporter, 
and  won  the  graduating  prize;  a  county  school  ^rvp»r»iQl 

teacher,  Sunday-school  teacher,  and  a  mem-  OpCClo,!  ivOXlCcS 

ber  of  the  choir.  We  all  bid  them  Godspeed  s^nkie,  La.-To  all  ministers  and  dele- 
and  a  happy  life.  J.  C.  Hibbler,  Pastor.  gates  who  expect  to  attend  the  District  Con- 
HAGANS— LEWIS.  Mr.  Cannon  Hagans  ^«fnce  to  be  held  at  BoonylUe  Methodist 
and  Miss  Clophis  Lewis,  of  McNair,  Miss.,  Eplscop^  Church,  July  27-81,  please  come 
were  married  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  Prepared  to  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  for 
parents,  June  22,  1927.  A  host  of  friends  sleeping  and  breakfast  per  day.  Dinner  will 
were  at  the  home  of  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Lewis  be  served  free  ea^  day  at  the  (Jurch  yard, 
to  witness  the  ceremony.  Both  are  members  Garner,  Pastor,  R.  1,  Box  86. 

FI«.-Dear  Brethren:  Please  note 
The  Rev.  I.  R.  Kersh  officiated.— Reporter.  Conference,  Sunday  School, 

THOMPSON— HUFF.  On  June  25,  1927,  Epworth  League  Convention  will  con¬ 
st  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huff,  Warrens-  27-81  at  Coco^  Fla.  The  pastors 

burg.  Mo.,  Mr.  Curtis  Thompson  was  united  will  promote  themselves  by  making  one  hun- 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Geneve  Huff.  We  pray  dred  per  cent  reports.  The  roll  will  be  called, 
God’s  blessing  upon  them.  The  Rev.  E.  M.  pastor  will  be  asked  to  report  on 

Madden,  pastor,  officiated.— Reporter.  the  following:  Converts,  World  Service,  Beth- 

une-Cookman  College,  Episcopal  Fund,  Gen- 
WILLIAMS— GREEN.  On  Sunday,  June  eral  Conference  Expense,  Area  Council  Ex- 
5,  1927,  the  home  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Green  was  the  pense,  and  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advo- 
scene  of  a  beautiful  wedding,  when  his  daugh-  cate.  Come  prepared  to  work  a  little,  pray, 
ter,  Thedosia,  became  the  bride  of  Mr.  Roose-  play,  and  pay  a  little.  When  you  need  a 


Morristown  Normal  and  Industrial  College 

**{A  SCHOOL  OF  CHARACTER** 

Co-Educational.  Fully  Accredited  High  School,  Normal  and  Junior  Col¬ 
lege.  Strong  Faculty.  Modern  Elquipped  Dormitories,  Administration 
Building  and  New  Gjrmnasium.  Large  Athletic  Field.  Manual  Train¬ 
ing,  Domestic  Arts;  Vocal,  Violin  and  Instrumental  Music.  Teacher 
Training,  State  Certificates  and  Placement  Bureau.  Expenses  Moderate. 
IdesJly  Located.  Fall  Term  begins  September  20, 1927.  Send  for  Catalog. 

JUDSON  S.  HILL,  D.D.,  Prendent  Morriftovm,  Tennessee 


BENNETT  COLLEGE  FOR  WOMEN 

GREENSBORO,  NORTH  CAROUNA 


Climate  Excellent  Campus  Beautiful 

Equipment  Modern  Student  Self-government 

Relationship  with  faculty  wholesome  and  demo¬ 
cratic.  Faculty  composed  of  college  women  chosen 
from  best  schools  in  America. 

Enrollment  limited  to  300.  For  further 

information  address 

DAVID  D.  JONES,  President. 


DICKS 

ANTISEPTIC 


^rORCUTS.WOUND9.BRUiSeS. 

^  5URNS,SCALD5.CRAMP9.C0UC 

A  PR0MPT6CRMICIDC 
HEAUNO^  SOOTHING -COOLING 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA 
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P.  A.  DICKS 


Southern  Vigilantes  Say: 

We  believe  in  the  All-Wise,  Un¬ 
failing  Justice  of  God. 

We  believe  first,  last  and  always  in 
the  supremacy  of  the  white  race. 

No  compromise  on  this  question. 

We  believe  that  white  men  and 
women  should  always  be  given  prefer¬ 
ence  in  all  things. 

We  believe  in  the  full  protection  of 
our  womanhood. 

W»'.  believe  our  mothers,  wives, 
daughters  and  sisters  should  be  safe 
alone  anywhere,  any  time.  We  will 
make  it  so. 

We  will  protect  and  defend  them 
with  the  last  drop  of  our  blood. 

The  night  will  never  be  too  dark  or 
stormy  for  a  VIGILANTE  to  do  his 
duty. 

American  womanhood  will  always 
honor,  revere  and  welcome  I.  R.  A. 
VIGILANTES. 

Cowards,  traitors,  lawbreakers, 
weak-backed  citizens  and  such  have 
no  place  in  our  ranks. 

Are  you  a  real,  red-blooded  He 
American?  If  so,  we  need  you  and 
you  need  us. 

We  stand  “one  for  all”  and  “all  for 
one.” 

We  believe  in  swift  and  sure  punish¬ 
ment  for  assaulters  and  rapists. 

Complete  and  absolute  secrecy  of 
membership. 

You  will  never  know  your  neighbor 
to  your  right  or  to  your  left. 

A  non-political  organization,  but 
your  vote  will  remove  lax  peace 
oflSicers  and  grafters. 

Men^  who  believe  in  action — men 
who  will  be  ready  to  “go”  at  the 
bugle  call. 

Membership  limited.  Quality 
rather  than  quantity. 

This  organization  is  made  up  of 
men  of  “Guts.”  Can  you  qualify? 

No  pussy-footers,  weaklings,  graf¬ 
ters  or  politicians  will  be  accepted. 


Southern  Students  Say: 

“Wheeeas,  The  encouraging 
decline  in  lynching  which  has 
marked  recent  years  suffered  a 
serious  relapse  in  1926;  and, 

“Wheeeas,  There  have  oc¬ 
curred  in  recent  months  many 
instances  of  this  fearful  crime, 
particularly  in  the  States  of 
Mississippi  and  Arkansas ;  and, 

“Wheeeas,  We,  the  South¬ 
ern  Regional  Council  of  Stu¬ 
dent  Y.  M.  C.  A.’s,  assembled 
at  Blue  Ridge,  N.  C.,  believe  we 
voice  the  sentiment  of  the  great 
mass  of  Southern  people  in  con¬ 
demning  all  such  atrocious 
crime;  and,  > 

“Wheeeas,  We  have  heard 
of  these  tragic  occurrences  with 
keen  regret,  and  believe  that 
they  are  unjustifiable  from  any 
standpoint ;  therefore,  be  it  ^ 

“Resolvedj'That  we  earnestly 
hope  that  the  public  officials 
and  the  Christian  citizenship  of 
our  country  will  use  every 
means  of  upholding  the  law  and 
cultivating  public  sentiment 
against  such  atrocities.” 

Similar  resolutions  were 
adopted  by  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
Student  Conference  meeting  at 
the  same  place  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  week.  The  students  in 
attendance  at  these  two  confer¬ 
ences  represent  practically  all 
the  colleges  of  the  Southeastern 
region. 


Southern  Women  Say: 

“We  place  ourselves  on  rec¬ 
ord  as  unalterably  opposed  to 
mob  murder.  The  barbaric 
practice  of  lynching  arouses 
unchristian  passions,  violates 
sovereignty  of  our  State, 
brings  Mississippi  into  disre¬ 
pute  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
and  brutalizes  all  those  who 
come  within  its  evil  influence. 

“As  Southern  women  we  hold 
that  no  circumstances  can  ever 
justify  mob  action,  and  that  in 
no  instance  is  it  an  exhibition 
of  chivalric  consideration  for 
the  honor  of  womanhood. 

“We  commend  our  governor 
for  calling  out  troops  to  sup¬ 
press  mob  activities,  urge  all 
sheriffs  to  meet  attempts  on 
their  jails  with  force,  and  call 
upon  grand  juries  and  officers 
of  the  law  to  prosecute  vigor¬ 
ously  the  lynchers  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  who  have  unlawfully 
slaughtered  six  men  within  the 
■past  two  months.” 

The  signers  were:  Mrs.  Theodore 
D.  Bratton,  wife  of  the  Bishop  of 
Mississippi;  Miss  Susie  V.  Powell, 
president  of  the  State  Federation  of 
Women’s  Clubs;  Mrs.  Myrtle  G. 
Hicks,  vice-president  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Synodical;  Mrs.  C.  H.  Alex¬ 
ander,  active  worker  in  various  or¬ 
ganizations;  Mrs.  D.  G.  McLaurin, 
president  of  the  Mississippi  Synod¬ 
ical;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Epperson,  president 
of  the  J ackson  Federation  of  Mission¬ 
ary  Societies;  Mrs.  Edgar  Go^will, 
Social  Service  superintendent  of  the 
Mississippi  Conference;  Mrs.  David 
M.  Key,  wife  of  President  Key,  of 
Millsaps  College;  Miss  Paralee  Mc- 
>  Lester,  secretary  Jackson  Y.  W.  C. 
A.;  Mrs.  I.  G.  Hill;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Hood; 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Calhoun;  Miss  M.  J. Chand¬ 
ler,  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  McCurdy. 


When  the  l  ides  Meet 
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President  Goolidge  At  Work 
In  the  Black  Hills 


By  Harry  E.  Woolever 

Editor  of  Tho  National  MotKodUt  Proto 


A  JOURNEY  from  Washington,  D.  C., 
to  these  Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota 
takes  one  through  sections  which  in¬ 
dex  various  stages  in  the  development  of  this 
Nation. 

The  President  enroute  from  his  ofBcial  resi¬ 
dence  to  the  present  “Summer  White  House” 
passed  first  through  the  great  industrial  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  East.  Next  he  came  to  the  thriv¬ 
ing  States  where  agriculture  and  manufactur¬ 
ing  unite  in  contributing  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  Middle  West  Thence  his  special  trsdn 
sped  into  the  extended  grsusing  imd  farming 
sections  of  those  northern  States  where  there 
are  boundless  acres  and  relaUvely  few  people. 
Here  is  indeed  a  land  of  wide  open  spaces. 
Yet,  far  removed  as  he  is  from  the  populous 
sections,  every  move  of  the  head  of  the  Nation 
is  followed  by  the  majority  of  citleens  of  this 
land,  and  thoussm^  make  their  way  to  this 
temporal  capital  to  see  “The  President.” 

THE  SUMMER  WHITE  HOUSE 
While  the  thousands  visit  the  temporary 
executive  oflSces  in  Rapid  City,  many  hun¬ 
dreds  push  on  up  into  the  hills  where  is  lo¬ 
cated  the  present  residence  of  the  Chief 
Executive.  This  is  situated  thir^-one  miles 
from  the  lower  regions  of  the  Black  Hills 
and  about  five  miles  from  the  entrance  to 
the  State  Park.  While  the  Game  Lodge 
which  Mr.  Coolidge  occupies  is  not  in  the 
most  picturesque  part  of  these  hills,  it  is 
attractively  locatra  on  a  slope  having  a 
greensward  before  it,  which  is  bordered  by 
a  singing  brook  recently  named  by  the  State 
Legislature  “Grace  Coolid^  Creek.”  Beyond 
rise  the  wooded  ranges  which  continue  their 
ascent  forming  Mt.  Harney,  tallest  peak 
between  the  Rockies  and  the  Alps. 

The  “White  House”  is  well  guarded  from 
the  curious  and  otherwise.  In  addition  to 
the  secret-service  men  who  accompanied  the 
President  from  Washington  there  are  Federal 


troops  assigned  to  guard  duty.  Four  of  these 
are  on  duty  all  the  time  and  cover  the  as¬ 
signed  beats  both  day  and  night.  A  group 
of  tourists  are  seen  uout  the  fringes  of  the 
grounds  all  day  long.  A  mile  away  is  a  tour¬ 
ist  camp,  and  a  large  eatina  pavilion  has  just 
been  constructed  around  the  bend  from  the 
ofScial  residence.  Here  the  traveling  staff 
who  accompanied  the  President  and  the  tour¬ 
ists  have  their  meals. 

ATTENDANCE  AT  RELIGIOUS  SERV¬ 
ICES 

As  is  the  custom  of  the  President,  wherever 
he  may  be  to  attend  religious  services  on  the 
Sabbath,  he  has  worshiped  at  the  little  town 
of  Hermosa,  which  is  a  few  miles  from  Game 
Lodge.  This  little  town,  consisting  of  a  few 
scattered  houses,  is  yet  five  times  the  size 
of  Plymouth,  Vermont.  The  small  frame 
church  there  is  supplied  by  a  young  student 
from  Carlton  College.  The  young  Scandi¬ 
navian  “Ininister”  has  been  almost  undone  by 
the  experience  of  preaching  before  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  the  publicity  which  has  been  given 
him.  Unaccustomed  to  newspaper  publicity, 
he  let  himself  be  Influenced  by  the  younger 
correspondents  who  are  looking  for  news  in 
this  section.  They  told  him  that  he  did  not 
put  enough  color  into  his  sermons  to  g^ve 
them  headlines,  and  he  attempted  to  meet 
their  objection  by  preaching  upon  modern¬ 
ism  and  fundamentalism.  Even  men  of  more 
than  onescore  years  have  ventured  upon 
these  same  grounds  with  small  help  to  those 
to  whom  they  minister.  Older  correspondents 
who  have  a  greater  regard  for  the  propriety 
of  things  and  feel  sympathy  for  the  .  young 
man  advised  him  to  get  a  book  of  old  sermons 
and,  with  proper  acknowledgement,  read  one 
of  these  occasionally  at  his  morning  serv¬ 
ices. 

EAFID  CITY,  8.  D. 


Personal  and  General 


— Splendid  results  are  reported  to  have  fol¬ 
lowed  the  evangelistic  labors  of  the  Rev.  W. 
H.  Simpson,  who  is  aiding  the  Rev.  B.  F. 
Littlejohn,  our  pastor  at  Bentonville,  Ark. 
Similar  services  were  rendered  the  Rev.  A.  R. 
Ray  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

— Though  considerably  indisposed  by  reason 
of  illness,  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Patterson,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Lake  City  (Florida) 
District,  is  pushing  his  plans  for  a  most  suc¬ 
cessful  session  of  that  Conference,  which  will 
be  held,  September  22-26,  at  High  Springs. 
Fla. 

— The  Rev.  Walter  S.  Jackson,  having  honor¬ 
ably  served  his  full  term  as  district  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Charleston  District,  Wash¬ 
ington  Conference,  was  assigned,  at  his  last 
Conference  session,  to  the  pastorate  of  our 
beautiful  new  Asbury  Church,  Baltimore. 
Here  he  is  making  a  fine  record  as  an  ef¬ 
fective  preacher  and  a  progressive  and  wise 
administrator, 

— Miss  Anne  Shumpert  Echols,  second  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Echols,  of  the 
Central  Alabama  Conference,  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Shumpert,  vet¬ 
eran  church  leader  of  Mississippi,  was  a 
member  of  this  year’s  graduating  class  of  the 
Girls’  Latin  ^hool  of  Boston.  Her  father 
ably  represented  the  laymen  of  his  Confer¬ 
ence  in  the  last  General  Conference  at 
Springfield. 

— Bishop  McConnell  is  one  of  the  seven  sched¬ 
uled  speakers  who  will  represent  the  United 
States  at  the  World  Conference  on  Faith 
and  Order  which  .opens  on  August  8  at: 


Lausanne,  Switzerland.  His  subject,  which 
will  also  be  discussed  by  Dr.  William  Adams 
Brown,  Presbyterian,  of  New  York,  is  “The 
Church’s  Message  to  tte  World.”  Bishop  Brent 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  is  to 
speak  on  “The  Call  to  Unity.”  He  also  presides 
over  the  Conference.  “The  Nature  of  the 
Church”  will  be  discussed  by  Dr.  S.  Parkes 
Cadman,  Congpregational.  Dr.  M.  G.  G. 
Sherer,  Lutheran,  of  New  York,  will  speak  on 
“The  Church’s  Minlst:^.”  “The  Sacraments” 
is  to  be  discussed  by  Doctor  Ashworth,  Bap¬ 
tist,  of  New  York,  and  Dr.  Peter  Ainslee, 
Disciples,  of  Baltimore,  will  speak  on  “The 
Unity  of  Christendom.  Bishop  McDowell  will 
also  officially  represent  our  church  at  the 
Conference,  also  probably  Bishop  Edgar 
Blake.  Writing  of  the  approaching  Confer¬ 
ence,  Bishop  Frederick  B,  Fisher,  also  at¬ 
tending,  says  in  The  Indian  Witness:  “The 
projectors  of  this  movement  have  set  them¬ 
selves  a  very  difficult  task.  The  history  of 
the  churches  does  not  lead  one  to  expect  a 
sudden  conversion  to  the  idea  of  unity;  and, 
of  course,  it  is  a  long  road  to  any  definite 
agreement  as  to  method  or  form  or  creed. 
But  it  is  a  noble  ideal.  The  New  Testament 
certainly  inspires  the  hope  of  ultimate  unity 
among  all  Christians.  Good  will  among  men 
was  the  announcement  of  the  angels  in  the 
song  which  heralded  Christ’s  birth.  The  unity 
of  God  must  some  day  be  beautifully  re¬ 
flected  in  the  church  of  Christ.  It  is  also 
certain,  as  the  commission  has  said,  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  now  seems  to,  be  leading  the 
hearts  of  Christians  in  all  churches  towards 
unity.  A  very  challenging  paragraph  is  con¬ 
tained  in  the  preamble  to  the  call  for  the 
Conference:  ‘The  purpose  of  the  Lord;  that 


through  his  church  the  non-Christian  world 
should  be  converted,  and  all  human  society 
purified  and  inspired,  ■  a  purpose  which,  es- 
pecisBy  in  view  of  the  stren^h  and  violence 
of  the  antagonistic  forces  of  our  da^  can  be 
fulfilled  only  by  a  united  church.*  These  are 
sobering  words,  and  must  lead  us  to  prayer 
and  effort  for  the  realization  of  Christ’s 
dream.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is 
officially  related  to  this  movement,  and  the 
Conference,  through  our  General  Conference 
Commission  on  Federation.  Our  full  share 
of  delegates  will  be  present,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  &at  we  shall,  as  a  body  and  as  in¬ 
dividuals,  be  willing  and  anxious  to  assume 
our  full  share  of  responsibility  in  the  support 
of  this  Christian  ideal  through  prayer,  co¬ 
operation,  fellowship,  and  faittu  Ours  is  a 
world-wide  organization,  and  this  gives  us 
contact  with  Christian  communions  every¬ 
where.  It  will  be  our  joy  to  sit  down  with 
these  and  seek  some  high  and  holy  path  to  the 
ultimate  goal  of  a  united  Christendom  and  a 
Christian  world.” 

— Dr.  Ernest  Lyon,  our  able  pastor  of  Ames 
Church,  Baltimore,  is  also  skilled  in  state¬ 
craft  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  at 
present  he  still  is,  and  for  years  has  been, 
Liberian  Consul-General  to  the  United 
States.  He  is  also  special  financial  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia.  On 
July  6,  1927,  Doctor  Lyon  presented,  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Liberian  Government,  to  the 
United  States  Government  a  check  to  the 
amount  of  ^,610.46,  in  payment  of  the  in¬ 
debtedness  of  Liberia  to  this  country.  “By 
this  act,”  said  the  Consul-General,  “Liberia 
not  only  sets  a  good  example  to  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  but  she  emphasizes  the  fact 
that  the  respect  which  one  nation  entertains 
for  another  nation  is  based  upon  the  intenity 
and  promptness  in  the  settlement  of  obliga¬ 
tions,  monetary  and  otherwise.”  In  apprecia¬ 
tive  response  thereto.  Secretary  of  the  Treas¬ 
ury  Mellon  gave  assurance  as  follows:  “There 
is  but  one  other  nation  among  those  whose 
obligations  have  been  held  by  this  Govern¬ 
ment  that  has  made  payment  of  its  indebted¬ 
ness  without  recourse  to  funding  agreements. 
The  blow  dealt  to  the  economic  system  of 
Liberia  by  the  war  was  severe  in  the  ex-^^ 
treme.  That  Liberia  has  been  able  to 
establish  and  strengthen  her  economic  sys¬ 
tem,  to  regain  her  financial  position,  and  to 
meet  her  public  and  private  obligations  in 
fuU  constitutes  an  achievement  that  bears 
glowing  tribute  to  the  ability  of  her  states¬ 
men  and  to  the  industry  of  her  people  as  a 
whole.  I  trust  that  you  will  convey  to  His 
Excellency,  President  King,  and  to  your 
Government  an  expression  of  the  admiration 
felt  here  for  a  nation  that  has  been  able 
to  accomplish  such  things,  together  with  the 
hope  of  this  Government  that  a  future  of 
peace  and  prosperity  lies  before  Liberia  in 
which  the  traditional  friendship  between  the 
two  nations  may  find  frequent  and  cordial 
reaffirmation.” 
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When  the  Tides  Meet 


The  social  institutions,  laws,  and  customs  of  society 
as  a  whole  or  any  segment  thereof  are  but  a  reflec¬ 
tion  or  mirror  of  the  dominant  public  opinion  of 
that  group.  When  such  public  opinion  is  strengthened 
by  religious  sanctions  it  tends  to  become  more  secure 
and  fixed  in  its  channels,  giving  coloring  and  cast  to 
the  whole  range  of  the  groups  activities.  Thus  also  are 
determined  the  intergroup  attitudes  of  the  different  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  population  within  the  political  group. 

Racial  attitudes  in  the  South,  determined  by  the 
dominant  group,  are  thus  set  up  in  the  interest  of  the 
dominant  group  without  regard  to  the  ethical  imperative 
inherent  in  the  Christian  way  of  life.  Shunting  aside 
that  imperative,  the  attitude  of  public  opinion  is  that 
which  is  dictated  by  a  pagan  idealism  of  group  or  tribal 
self-interest  on  behalf  of  the  more  powerful  group.  The 
Christian  teaching,  which  makes  men  in  common  the  sons 
of  God,  of  similar  worth  as  human  beings,  and  deserv¬ 
ing  of  equal  opportunities,  has  for  centuries  been  effect¬ 
ively  soft-pedalled  in  this  section.  Every  social  insti¬ 
tution,  including  religious  ones,  feeds  up  and  reinforces 
the  contrary  dogmas  of  the  traditional  pagan  social 
ethics.  Converging  around  and  making  more  secure  in 
its  anti-Christian  crusade  the  dominant  public  opinion 
of  the  section,  is  the  increasing  output  of  anti-social 
literature  bursting  forth  from  the  public  press,  often 
from  the  so-called  Christian  press. 

Consequently,  insult  to  Negro  women,  injustice  in  the 
courts,  segregation  in  public  tax-supported  institutions, 
ballot  robbery,  insecurity  of  property  and  life  for  Ne¬ 
groes  have  become  the  fixed  tenets  of  the  religious  faith, 
as  for  more  than  a  century  these  had  been  the  openly 
expressed  political  dogmas  of  this  section.  Not  satis¬ 
fied  that  these  have  been  the  generally  practiced  doctrines 
of  the  South  for  generations,  the  Vigilantes,  chivalric  all- 
American  Protestant  defenders'  of  Southern  political  and 
religious  life,  are  drawn  up  in  martial  array  in  almost 
every  village  and  municipality  in  this  section  “ready  to 
‘go’  at  the  bugle  call”  to  insure  that  “white  men  and 
women  shall  always  be  given  preference  in  all  things.” 
Thus  their  wholly  unchristian  ideal  is  to  be  perpetuated 
by  the  corresponding  pagan  policy  of  effecting  that  pur¬ 
pose  by  keeping  ascendant  in  the  Negro’s  mind  always 
the  fear  complex.  This  is  to  be  accomplished  through 
barbaric  cruelties. 

Fortunately,  while  such  ideas,  ideals,  and  methods 
are  characteristic  of  this  section  and  dominate  thoroughly 
the  racial  attitude  toward  the  Negro,  it  is  not  the  only 
social  philosophy  of  the  section.  There  is  here  a  marginal 
philosophy  of  race  relationships  that  is  growing  vigor¬ 
ously  and  is  seeking  to  make  itself  vocal  in  the  whole 
area  of  interracial  contacts.  It  is  not  as  voluminous 
as  that  other  tide  of  public  opinion,  but  it  is  no  whit  less 
sincere  and  resolute.  Because  it  is  Christian  in  its  na¬ 
ture,  it  gives  promise  of  certain  growth  and  increasing 
effectiveness  in  influencing  the  section  to  Christian  atti¬ 
tudes  in  dealing  with  its  minority  groups.  This  tide  of 
opinion  is  favorable  to  law  observance,  decries  violence. 


and  repudiates  the  value  of  mob  rule  as  a  substitute  for 
the  orderly  processes  of  law  for  effectual  social  control. 

That  it  finds  its  proponents  in  the  consecrated  Chris¬ 
tian  womanhood  of  the  South  is  the  happy  augury  of 
its  final  triumph  in  the  counsels  of  Southern  statecraft 
and  churchdom.  A  nucleus  of  this  type  of  superb  South¬ 
ern  womanhood  dared  in  Mississippi  to  speak  the  other 
day,  unleashing  the  bound  and  pent-up  Christian  con¬ 
victions  of  their  outraged  souls.  And  the  entire  Negro 
race,  as  well  as  the  whole  nation  (if  that  nation  is  not 
hypocritical)  applauds  them  for  their  pronouncement. 
On  our  front  cover  page  this  week  we  are  carrying  their 
names,  which  are  worthy  to  be  upon  the  Lamb’s  Book  of 
Life.  “We  place  ourselves  on  record,”  they  say,  “as 
unalterably  opposed  to  mob  murder.  The  barbaric  prac¬ 
tice  of  lynching  arouses  unchristian  passions,  violates  the 
sovereignty  of  our  State,  brings  Mississippi  into  disre¬ 
pute  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  brutalizes  all  those 
who  come  within  its  evil  influences.”  What  a  superb 
argument  is  this !  In  the  name  of  State  sovereignty,  and 
the'  rights  of  personality  and  of  ethical  religion,  these 
Southern  women  are  protesting  against  mobocracy,  let 
us  trust,  as  effectively  as  did  that  town  clerk  who,  nine¬ 
teen  centuries  ago,  estopped  a  lynching  by  appealing  to 
the  mob  to  let  social-  adjustments  be  “determined  in  a 
lawful  assembly.” 

Happily  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  that  creator  of  interracial 
good  will,  adds  its  own  to  that  swelling  tide  of  Christian 
public  opinion,  urging  that  “public  officials  and  the  Chris¬ 
tian  citizenship  of  our  country  will  use  every  means  of 
upholding  the  law  and  cultivating  public  sentiment  against 
such  atrocities”  as  are  perpetrated  in  that  pagan  civil¬ 
ization  now  dominating  the  South. 

Universal  support  should  be  given  this  Christian  at¬ 
titude  expressed  by  the  women  of  the  South  and  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  who  have  spoken  thus.  This  stream  of  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  thus  made  evident  should  be  augmented  into 
a  mighty  sweeping  volume  of  purposeful  racial  good  will 
from  every  section  of  the  South  and  nation.  These  op¬ 
posing,  contradictory  tides  of  ill-will  and  good  will,  of 
pagan  and  Christian  ethics,  of  selfishness  and  altruism, 
of  wrong  and  right,  will  meet  somewhere,  some  day.  One 
will  determine  which  way  ultimately  the  social  under¬ 
current  of  race  attitudes  and  relations  shall  run.  Pro¬ 
phetic  consequences  are  wrapped  up  in  the  meeting  of 
the  two  tides  of  public  opinion  clearly  defined  in  the 
civilization  of  the  South.  The  line  of  cleavage  is  clear. 
What  shall  be  the  sequel  to  the  meeting  of  these  tides — 
pagan  or  Christian  racial  attitudes.?  Shall  barbarity 
continue  on  the  throne  and  social  niin  ensue,  or  shall 
orderly  civilization  be  set  up  in  the  South  motivated  by 
Christian  ideals  and  moods? 

— If  you  want  to  deal  with  your  difficulties,  put  a  tug 
in  yoiir  efforts. 

— You  can  sometimes  work  your  way  out  of  a  straight- 
jacket  of  poverty. 
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Not  Greetings,  But  Action, 

Mr.  Coolidge 


To  THE  Eighteenth  Annual  Session  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People 
assembled  in  Indianapolis,  June  22,  President  Cal¬ 
vin  Coolidge,  two  weeks  prior,  issued  from  The  White 
House,  Washington,  the  following  letter: 

“My  dear  Mr.  Johnson: 

“It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  express  my  high  regard  for 
the  most  valuable  work  being  done  by  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People.  And,  I 
thank  you  for  the  opportunity  of  sending  a  message  to  be 
read  at  its  Eighteenth  Annual  Conference. 

“When  we  recall  the  history  of  the  Colored  man  in  this 
country,  the  long  period  of  his  bondage — during  which  he 
established  a  record  for  industry  and  fldelity — when  we  con¬ 
sider  his  lack  of  educational  and  other  opportunities  for 
many  years,  we  cannot  but  marvel  at  his  advancement.  It 
has  been  steady  in  the  face  of  many  discouragements. 

We  find  the  Colored  man  to-day  not  only  an  important 
factor  in  our  industrial  and  agricultural  development,  but 
successsful  in  business  and  showing  skill  in  the  professions 
and  in  the  arts.  That  his  achievements  and  standing  in  our 
communities  will  continue  to  Increase  is  certain.  To  that 
end  he  should  receive  every  assistance  that  may  be  given. 

“I  would  like  to  repeat  and  emphasize  here  what  I  said 
in  my  last  Annual  Message  to  Congress: 

“  ‘The  social  well-being  of  our  country  requires  our  con¬ 
stant  effort  for  the  amelioration  of  race  prejudice  and  the 
extension  to  all  elements  of  equal  opportunity  and  equal 
protection  under  the  laws  which  are  guaranteed  by  the 
Constitution.  The  Federal  Government  especially  is  charged  - 
with  this  obligation  in  behalf  of  the  Colored  people  of  the 
Nation.  Not  only  their  remarkable  progress,  their  devotion 
and  their  loyalty,  but  our  duty  to  ourselves  under  our  claim 
that  we  are  an  enlightened  people  requires  us  to  use  all 
our  power  to  protect  them  from  the  crime  of  lynching. 
Although  violence  of  this  kind  has  very  much  decreased, 
while  any  of  it  remains  we  cannot  justify  neglecting  to  make 
every  effort  to  eradicate  it  by  law. 

“  ‘The  education  of  the  Colored  race  under  Government 
encouragement  is  proceeding  successfully  and  ought  to  have 
continuing  support.  An  increasing  need  exists  for  properly 
educated  and  trained  medical  skill  to  be  devoted  to  the 
service  of  this  race.’ 

“Your  organization,  including  as  it  does  able  and  sincere 
men  and  women — white  as  well  as  Colored — has  been  most 
effective  in  its  efforts  to  secure  for  your  race  the  rights  and 
privileges  that  are  the  common  heritage  of  us  all. 

“My  best  wishes  for  the  future. 

“Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  “CALVIN  COOLIDGE. 

“Mr.  James  Weldon  Johnson,  Secretary, 

National  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Colored  People 
69  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City.” 

All  of  which,  on  the  surface,  sounds  well  as  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  courteous  recognition  at  the  hands  of  the  chief 
official  of  the  Nation.  But  it  is  time  President  Coolidge 
learned  that  the  Negro  is  not  quite  as  gullible  as  he  used 
to  be.  Nor  as  illiterate.  He  studies  shades  of  meaning 
and  usage  of  words.  He  is  acquainted  with  idiomatic 
usages.  He  knows  sentence  forms.  He  understands  in¬ 
flection  and  construction  in  the  sentence;  the  relative 
emphasis  on  ideas  and  the  euphonic  form  of  expression. 
Mr.  Coolidge  is  a  master  in  form  and  power  of  speech. 
We  believe  it  was  Honest  Abraham  Lincoln  who,  in  his 
immortal  Gettysburg  Address,  taught  us  the  difference 


between  “saying  and  doing.”  The  world  will  little  note 
nor  long  remember  what  we  say  here,  but  it  can  never 
forget  what  they  did  here.” 

All  during  his  incumbency  in  office  Mr.  Coolidge  has 
said  a  lot  of  fine  things  about  Colored  citizens.  In  fact, 
so  ideal  and  high-sounding  have  been  the  social  and  po¬ 
litical  doctrines  expressed  by  him  from  time  to  time  that 
we  have  hailed  him  as  “Prophet  of  the  New  Social  Order.” 
But,  besides  expressing  those  views,  what  has  Mr.  Coolidge 
done,  personally  or  officially,  to  advance  the  Negro  citi¬ 
zen.?  Has  he  done  anything  to  guarantee  our  steady  prog¬ 
ress  in  the  face  of  the  lack  of  educational  and  the  other 
disadvantages  and  discouragements.?  In  his  last  Annual 
Message,  he  urged  that  the  country’s  social  well-being 
requires,  and  the  Federal  Government  is  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  seeing  that  race  prejudice  is  ameli¬ 
orated  and  equal  protection  and  opportunity  are  ex¬ 
tended  to  all  elements  of  the  population — under  the  law. 
Under  his  administration,  more  than  that  of  any  Presi¬ 
dent  since  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  lawlessness  has  been 
more  perfectly  organized  and  rampant,  defying  legal  au¬ 
thority  and  the  established  legal  machinery,  and  what 
has  Mr.  Coolidge  done  about  it.?  In  his  office,  to  the 
highest  degree,  rests  that  very  power  which  he  advises 
us  is  entrusted  with  the  guarantee  and  obligation  of  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Colored  people ;  and  in  what  single  instance 
has  Mr.  Coolidge  used  that  power  or  invoked  that  law 
“to  make  every  effort  to  eradicate  violence  against  the 
Negro”?  When  a  proposed  law  was  on  the  verge  of  its  ^ 
passage  to  check  the  widespread  Southern  evil  of  lynching 
Negroes  did  Mr.  Coolidge  use  all  his  power  to  protect 
the  Negro  from  the  lynching  evil?  What  effort  has  he 
made  to  eradicate  evil  hy  law? 

Mr.  Coolidge  is  sadly  wrong.  Pity  he  did  not  see  the 
inconsistency  of  his  sending  his  letter  of  greeting  and 
commendation  to  the  N.  A.  A.  C.  P.  for  its  efforts  to  se¬ 
cure  for  the  Negro  “the  rights  and  privileges  that  are  the 
common  heritage  of  us  all.”  Either  a  keener  sense  of 
justice  or  a  larger  vision  would  have  revealed  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  that,  during  his  term  of 
office,  his  prompt,  determined  action  could  have  done  a 
world  of  good  in  making  impossible  those  conditions  and 
evils  that  necessitate  the  existence  of  the  N.  A.  A.  C.  P. 
That  organization  is  functioning  'politically  because  the 
Federal  Government  is  not  fulfilling  its  responsibility  to 
the  Negro.  Among  the  other  racial  elements  of  our  popu¬ 
lation,  there  exists  no  parallel  organization  to  secure  to 
these  elements  the  elemental  rights  of  life,  the  ballot,  op¬ 
portunity  to  labor  unmolested,  etc.  Nor  should  the  N.  A. 

A.  C.  P.  be  needed  in  this  country  if  conditions  were  cor¬ 
rected.  The  task  in  hand  for  Mr.  Coolidge  is  not  the 
sending  of  greetings  to  such  organizations  as  are  strug¬ 
gling  against  such  tremendous  odds  to  advance  the  Negro, 
but  that  he,  Mr.  Coolidge,  shall  exert  himself  to  remove 
those  abnormal  conditions  and  unjust  handicaps  against 
the  Negro,  wherein  lie  the  provoking  causes  and  origins 
of  such  organizations  as  the  N.  A.  A.  C.  P.  Prompt  and 
consistent  action  rather  than  greetings  are  what  is  needed 
by  us  from  you,  Mr.  Coolidge,  to  advance  our  cause  as 
American  citizens. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Two  General  Conference  Liabilities 

HE  assets  which  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
has  in  the  coming  of  the  General  Conference  are 
obvious.  They  do  not  need  to  be  stressed.  The 
impetus  of  fellowship,  the  challenge  of  great  issues,  the 
working  out  of  new  efficiency  in  the  work  of  the  Kingdom 
are  all  decided  benefits.  The  liabilities  much  more  readily 
escape  from  notice. 

One  decided  danger  which  returns  as  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  approaches  is  the  habit  of  slowing  down  in  many 
aspects  of  the  Church’s  work,  to  wait  to  “see  what  the 
General  Conference  will  do.”  This  came  out  very  clearl}^ 
at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  World  Service  Commission. 
Here  was  a  company  of  men  earnestly  trying,  to  find  out 
what  was  the  matter  with  our  giving  to  benevolences,  and 
again  and  again  during  the  discussion  this  one  big  thing 
came  out,  though  no  one  seemed  to  notice  it.  “There  is 
no  use  changing  things  much  now,”  was  the  refrain  heard 
over  and  over  again,  “it  is  too  near  the  General  Con¬ 
ference.” 

This  “slow  down”  acts  like  a  paralytic  stroke.  Its 
withering  effect  is  illustrated  in  the  casual  remark  of  a 
Conference  statistician  a  short  time  ago.  He  said:  “We 
cannot  look,  of  course,  for  much  of  an  increase  this  year, 
it  is  the  General  Conference  year.”  Why  the  General 
Conference  should  act  like  a  set  of  fouf-wheel  brakes  on 
evangelism  is  hard  to  say.  But  it  does  have  that  effect 
over  wide  areas.  The  habit  is  like  that  of  an  engineer  of 
a  railway  train  who  begins  to  slow  down  three  miles  be¬ 
fore  he  reaches  the  station. 

A  second  great  liability  is  that  of  the  involvement  of 
the  Church’s  attention  and  energy  in  mechanical  details. 
The  tragic  results  of  such  absorption  in  ecclesiastical 
gears  is  shown  in  a  recent  utterance  of  the  editor  of  The 
Lutheran.  In  endeavoring  to  explain  why  the  Lutheran 
Church  has  had  little  or  no  theological  discussion  in  re¬ 
cent  years  Doctor  Melhom  gives  this  reason:  “The 
Lutheran  Church  has  had  so  many  perplexing  internal 
problems  to  solve  chiefly  due  to  the  various  nationalistic 
elements  represented  in  it,  that  it  could  spare  little  time 
and  energy  to  grapple  with  issues  of  wider  range.** 

How  is  that  for  an  unconscious  piece  of  tragedy — so 
many  internal  problems  that  there  was  no  time  or  energy 
“to  grapple  with  issues  of  wider  range”.!*  That  sort  of 
thing  comes  perilously  near  to  making  void  the  Word'  of 
God  through  an  ecclesiastical  tradition.  That  statement 
represents  a  danger  not  for  Lutherans  alone  but  for  all 
Christian  churches.  It  is  the  danger  of  meticulous  tithing 
the  mint,  anise  and  cummin  of  ecclesiastical  machinery 
and  forgetting  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law.  It  is  a 
danger  not  of  religious  organizations  alone,  but  of  all 
organizations  having  in  view  great  ideal  purposes. 

In  eloquent  and  stinging  words  one  of  the  recent  officers 
of  the  National  Education  Association  has  portrayed  this 
same  liability  in  the  work  of  the  schools,  of  becoming  ab¬ 
sorbed  in  technical  details  and  missing  the  opportunities 
which  the  great  issues  of  the  day  present.  He  says: 

“Secondary  education  is  asleep.  She  is  dreaming  of  ‘I.  Q’s,’  of 
‘administration  vs.  supervision,’  of  dancing  and  cigarettes,  of  con¬ 
formity  to  the  requirements  of  colleges,  of  methodologies,  of  peda¬ 
gogies,  and  the  isnesses  of  many  inconsequential  whys,  each  in  a 
degree  good  or  bad;  but  for  questions  as  big  as  the  world  and  as 
enduring  as  eternity,  she  has  neither  eye  nor  ear.  World  courts, 
leagues  of  nations,  the  waxing  and  waning  of  dynasties,  the  crash 
of  nations  as  they  crumble  to  dust,  the  struggle  of  peoples  to  arise 
from  the  horrors  of  war  into  the  semblance  of  a  decent  status,  the 


economic  chaos  of  the  world,  the  moral  dilapidation  of  mankind;  bate 
between  nations  and  races  and  religions;  the  disinteg^ration  of  the 
fireside;  the  apparent  triumph  of  material  over  spirit;  starvation 
among  great  groups  of  people;  the  hectic,  post-war  tenseness  of  the 
world’s  nervous  system;  the  destruction  of  ideals  and  idealism — 
all  of  these  receive  but  a  passing  glance.” 

• 

These  words  could  very  easily  be  translated  into  the 
corresponding  situation  of  the  Church.  They  present  an 
unescapable  challenge. 

The  Peter  Pans  of  the  Church 

NE  of  the  most  joyous  creations  of  the  literature 
of  the  present  century  is  undoubtedly  James  M. 
Barrie’s  Peter  Pan.  He  has  made  an  immortal 
figure  endowed  with  the  very  spirit  of  youth.  In  Barrie’s 
sprightly  creation  there  is  given  for  our  healing,  “the  boy 
who  never  grew  up.” 

The  spirit  of  Peter  Pan  is  perfectly  at  home  in  the 
Church  of  Christ.  “Except  ye  receive  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  as  a  little  child  ye  shall  not  enter  into  it.”  The 
humility  and  teachableness  of  a  child,  the  spirit  of  spon¬ 
taneous  joy  are  essential  to  true  Christian  discipleship. 

But  the  spirit  of  Peter  Pan  got  perverted.  The  story 
of  the  little  boy  who  did  not  grow  up,  as  Barrie  told  it, 
was  a  comedy.  But  as  many  people  live  it,  it  becomes  a 
tragedy.  It  represents  the  tragedy  of  people  who  retain 
childish  attitudes  and  dispositions,  .whose  development 
has  been  retarded,  so  that  instead  of  going  on  to  the  full 
adult-sized  service  of  life  they  remain  in  the  kindergarten 
as  children  who  cannot  be  counted  upon. 

A  fairly  prominent  figure  in  church  life  is  the  Peter 
Pan  of  adult  years  who  has  made  no  progress  in  his  re¬ 
ligious  thinking  since  the  days  of  childhood.  His  ideas  in 
other  fields  of  life  have  developed  and  progressed.  His 
religion  he  has  kept  off  in  a  vacuum.  He  wants  every¬ 
thing  just  the  way  it  was  in  his  childhood.  If  he  de¬ 
manded  that  merely  for  himself  no  one  could  have  any 
objection.  But  he  frequently  wishes  to  stamp  his  own 
retarded  and  stagnant  mental  conceptions  on  everyone 
else.  He  is  a  spoiled  Peter  Pan  who  has  never  mastered 
the  fine  art  of  loving  God  with  the  mind,  of  dedicating 
to  Him  one’s  intelligence  and  thus  making  life  a  progres¬ 
sive  adventure  in  understanding  and  knowing  God. 

Another  sort  of  Peter  Pan  is  the  one  who  can  never  as¬ 
sume  more  than  a  half  portion  of  responsibility  and  labor. 
When  there  is  a  hard  job  to  be  done  he  insists  in  tearful 
tones  that  he  is  under  twelve  years  of  age  and  must  be  let 
off  with  a  child’s  portion.  This  is  the  type  of  man  who, 
when  a  piano  is  to  be  moved,  always  grabs  the  stool  and 
ostentatiously  brings  it  along.  He  delights  to  act  in  an 
“advisory  capacity.”  He  never  learns  the  real  glory  of 
life — that  of  putting  one’s  shoulder  squarely  under  the 
burdens  of  the  world  and  the  tasks  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Still  another  pathetic  Peter  Pan  sometimes  met  with 
in  church  is  the  spoiled  child  avid  for  his  own  personal 
prestige  and  recognition.  One  would  think  that  that  old 
debate,  so  absorbing  to  personal  vanity,  “Who  shall  be 
greatest?”  would  be  dropped  at  the  doors  of  the  House  of 
God.  But  unfortunately  it  is  frequently  carried  into  the 
very  center  of  the  sanctuary,  and  little  Peter  Pans — both 
men  and  women — never  grow  up  into  a  Christlike  disre¬ 
gard  for  personal  credit. 

Paul  said,  “When  I  became  a  man  I  put  away  childish 
things.”  L. 
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Watching  the  Churches  in  Council 

Similarities  and  Differences  in  National  Denominational  Gatherings 


The  Presbyterians  call  theirs  a  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly.  The  Congregation 
alists  call  theirs  a  National  Council. 
The  Baptists  call  theirs  a  Convention 
The  Episcopalians  call  theirs  a 
General  Convention.  The  Disci¬ 
ples  call  theirs  an  International 
Convention.  The  Methodists  call  Ai 
theirs  a  General  Conference.  The 
Presbyterians,  Baptists,  and  Dis¬ 
ciples  meet  every  year.  The  Con- 
gregationalists  meet  every  two 
years.  The  Episcopalians  meet 
every  three  years.  The  Meth¬ 
odists  meet  every  four  years.  For 
the  last  four  years  I  have  been 


By  Paul  Hutchinson 


A.yDlTO¥aVH 


pay  the  nominal  enrollment  fee  becomes 
a  voting  delegate.  The  question  as  to 
whether  the  church  is  to  be  liberal  or 
conservative  during  any  given  twelve 
months,  therefore,  hinges  largely  on  the 
decision  as  to  the  city  in  which  the  In¬ 
ternational  Convention  is  to  be  held. 

The  Methodists  present  the  most  cos¬ 
mopolitan  appearance,  for  their  organ¬ 
ization  into  Annual  Conferences  on  mis¬ 
sion  fields  brings  delegates  from  every 
continent  save  Australia.  The  Episco¬ 
palians  are  the  most  prosperous.  It  is 
easy  to  distinguish  most  of  the  clerical 
members  of  the  house  of  deputies ;  the  lay 
delegates  have  the  general  appearance  of 


a  spectator  on  the  side  lines  at  all  these  church  gather-  men  who  sit  at  polished  desks,  push  buttons,  and  leave  at 
ings.  It  has  been  instructive  to  see  how  they  differ.  It  three  o’clock  for  important  conferences  at  the  golf  club, 
has  been  even  more  instructive  to  see  their  similarities.  Congregationalists  and  Presbyterians,  however,  have  an 
These  church  bodies  differ  decidedly  in  composition,  equal  air  of  commercial  pretentiousness.  Baptists  and 
After  one  trip  to  all  of  them  you  would  never  mistake  a  Disciples  are  too  miscellaneous  a  collection  to  give  any 
Presbyterian  General  Assembly  for  a  Disciples’  Conven-  clear  composite  social  portrait. 

tion,  even  if  you  strayed  in  without  knowing  what  it  was  These  church  gatherings  differ  in  spirit  as  well  as  in 
you  were  to  attend.  The  Presbyterians  and  the  Episco-  composition.  The  Methodist  General  Conference  is  dis- 


palians,  for  instance,  rely  wholly  upon  the  wisdom  of 
male  delegates.  Both  have  meetings  of  women’s  organ¬ 
izations  held  along  with  the  meetings  of  the  denomina- 


tinctly  a  legislative  body.  It  resembles  a  State  legisla¬ 
ture  more  than  any  other  church  council,  but  it  is  much 
more  efficient  in  its  procedure  than  most  legislatures.  Its 


tional  governing  body,  and  both  transact  their  business  last  week,  however,  is  made  to  order  for  the  passage  of 
surrounded  by  a  cloud  of  women  witnesses.  But  both  ill-considered  and  “joker”  legislation.  In  that  it  also 
still  give  heed  to  St.  Paul  to  the  extent  of  relegating  strongly  resembles  the  closing  days  of  secular  legislative 
women  to  the  margin  when  it  comes  actually  to  legislate  bodies.  Next  to  the  Methodists,  the  Episcopalians  are 
for  their  churches.  most  concerned  with  denominational  legislation.  In  re¬ 

cent  years,  however,  this  legislative  preoccupation  in  the 
Differences  in  Spirit  Episcopal  body  has  confined  itself  largely  to  changes  in 

The  Episcopalians  differ  from  all  the  others  in  that  the  prayer  book.  At  New  Orleans  day  after  day  was 
their  General  Convention  is  divided,  like  most  secular  given  to  grave  discussions  as  to  whether  the  prayer  on 


legislatures,  into  two  houses.  In  the  upper  chamber  the  page  246  should  be  left  there  or  transferred  to  page  248, 
bishops  pursue  their  grave  concerns;  in  the  lower  the  and  whether  the  comma  in  the  sixth  line  on  page  163 
deputies  hold  forth.  And  the  parallel  with  the  legisla-  should  be  left  in  or  taken  out. 

tive  branch  of  the  national  government  holds,  likewise,  mi  ti  •  e  mL  i  •  i  t?-  ut 

to  this  extent-ths  proceedings  in  the  house  ol  bishops  The  Passing  of  Theological  Fights 

are  much  more  interesting  to  the  observer  than  those  in  Sessions  of  the  bodies  that  meet  annually  have,  since 
the  house  of  deputies.  At  the  recent  Episcopal  Conven-  I  have  been  attending  them,  been  passing  through  a  cycle 
tion  held  in  New  Orleans  there  were  signs  in  the  rear  of  of  fundamentalist  difficulty.  I  use  the  word  “fundamen- 
the  auditorium  in  which  the  deputies  met  requesting  them  talist”  in  this  connection  very  loosely.  And  if  I  use  the 
to  do  their  smoking  outside.  That,  too,  was  peculiar  to  word  “liberal”  as  a  contrast,  that  also  must  be  construed 
that  body.  loosely.  Neither  word  can  be  given  much  theological 

The  annual  meetings  of  the  Baptists  and  Disciples,  content.  The  end  of  this  cycle  seems  definitely  to  have 
although  called  conventions,  are  really  not  conventions  arrived  with  1927.  But  it  has  been  exciting  while  it 


at  all.  They  are  mass  meetings.  Delegates  to  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  do,  it  is  true,  represent  local  Baptist 
congregations.  But  there  is  no  way  of  telling  in  advance 


lasted.  In  all  three  bodies  there  were  years  when  it 
seemed  as  though  the  ministers  and  congregations  who 
would  not  give  explicit  consent  to  a  rigid  and  ultracon- 


how  many  of  these  there  will  be,  and  each  convention  servative  creed  might  be  forced  out.  In  each  case,  how- 


committee  works  with  all  the  energy  it  can  muster  to 
roll  up  a  total  attendance  that  shall  surpass  previous 
figures.  With  the  Disciples  there  is  even  less  attempt 
at  securing  a  representative  character.  Any  member  of 
the  denomination  who  can  get  to  the  Convention  and 


ever,  the  denomination  as  a  whole,  although  conserva¬ 
tive  in  its  thinking,  has  become  wearied  of  the  bitter 
recriminations.  The  result  is  a  turning  of  deaf  ears  to 
fundamentalist  charges  and  a  determination  to  have 
peace  within  the  body — peace  at  almost  any  price. 
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Among  the  Baptists  and  Disciples  the  fundamentalists 
who  insist  on  continuing  the  fight  are  being  rapidly 
forced  out  into  little  marginal  groups  of  their  own.  Sig¬ 
nificantly  enough,  in  both  these  communions  the  recent 
fighting,  when  it  came  to  a  focus,  centered  on  what  was 
being  taught  and  done  on  mission  fields.  It  was  the  worker 
who  was  forced  to  take  his  message  to  a  non-Christian 
land  who  was  suspected  of  disloyalty  to  the  faith  of  the 
fathers. 

Where  the  Chief  Interest  Lies  in  the  Different 

Gatherings 

Of  them  all,  I  would  say  that  the  Congregationalists 
are  the  least  absorbed  in  denominational  affairs  and  the 
most  concerned  with  what  might  be  called  public  ques¬ 
tions.  This  was  particularly  evident  at  their  Spring- 
field  session  in  1923  and  at  Washington  in  1925.  At 
Omaha  this  year,  while  there  was  still  plenty  of  interest 
left  for  questions  such  as  prohibition,  compulsory  mili¬ 
tary  drill  in  colleges,  economic  imperialism,  and  the  like, 
the  drift  toward  a  tightening  up  of  the  denominational 
machinery  was  also  evident.  There  is  also  a  tendency  to 
do  most  of  the  real  deciding  of  important  matters  in  a 
small,  semi-permanent  executive  committee.  I  should  say 
that  while  the  Methodists,  who  are  generally  considered 
the  most  machine-bound  of  all  Protestant  bodies,  are 
growing  increasingly  restive ;  the  Congregationalists, 
who  have  been  thought  the  freest,  are  drifting  most  rap¬ 
idly  toward  a  national  inclusive  denominational  machine. 
Many  Congregationalists  see  this,  and  fear  it.  But  they 
do  not  see  how  to  escape  it. 

In  many  ways  these  gatherings  are  strikingly  similar. 
A  friend  of  mine,  now  a  professor  in  a  Congregational 
theological  seminary,  and  before  that  an  officer  of  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  benevolent  board,  remarked  that  “these  church 
conventions  are  just  a  procession  of  speeches  on  what  the 
purposes  of  our  board  are  supposed  to  be,  and  why  we 
have  a  deficit.”  The  Methodists  and  Episcopalians  have 
a  way  of  putting  their  board  presentations  in  off  hours, 
but  there  is  considerable  truth  in  the  generalization.  At 
least  it  is  astonishing  to  see  how  prevalent  are  the 
deficits ! 

In  recent  years  all  these  bodies  have  given  considerable 
time  to  the  rearrangement  of  their  boards.  The  tendency 
is  toward  amalgamation.  The  Baptists  this  year  tabled 
an  elaborate  plan  that  would  have  united  most  of  their 
agencies,  largely  out  of  fear  that  its  adoption  would 
renew  the  fight  with  the  fundamentalists  as  to  who  should 
control  the  new  bodies.  But  the  others  are  all  working 
toward  fewer  boards.  The  Congregationalists  have  al¬ 
most  reached  the  “one  big  board”  state.  In  every  com¬ 
munion  these  changes  are  supported  in  the  interest  of 
economy.  But  I  notice  that,  after  the  boards  have  been 
telescoped,  most  of  the  old  office  holders  are  still  consid¬ 
ered  a  necessity. 

Among  the  Presbyterians,  Baptists,  and  Disciples 
these  years  of  fundamentalist  fighting  have  been  years  of 
open  electioneering,  as  bitter  as  anything  that  goes  on 
around  a  political  convention.  With  1927  that  has, 
fortunately,  died  down.  And  the  Methodists  .  .  . 

well,  the  Methodists  are  the  Methodists. 

“Trick”  Speeches 

One  thing  the  wandering  observer  notices  in  these 
gatherings.  They  all  have  their  trick  speeches.  If  a 
denominational  officer  is  under  fire  for  any  reason,  or  if 
some  brother  wishes  to  impress  his  fellow  delegates  with 


his  absolute  one  hundred  per  cent  denominational  regu¬ 
larity,  there  are  certain  old  stand-bys  that  can  be  dragged 
out  and  that  never  fail  to  get  a  hand.  Among  the  Dis¬ 
ciples  the  sure-fire  speech  rings  the  changes  on  the  speak¬ 
er’s  passion  for  Christian  unity.  Among  the  Episco¬ 
palians  the  magic  words  are  “churchmanship”  and  “cath¬ 
olic” — the  latter  with  a  small  “c.”  Among  the  Baptists 
you  can  always  sweep  the  decks  with  a  protestation  of 
your  devotion  to  the  New  Testament.  The  Congrega¬ 
tionalists  are  not  quite  so  susceptible  to  words  or  watch- 
cries,  but  a  demand  for  loyalty  to  the  Puritan  strain, 
and  application  of  the  Puritan  ideals,  and  reverence  to 
the  Puritan  heritage,  is  generally  effective.  The  Meth¬ 
odists  always  have  a  cheer  on  tap  for  the  man  who  will 
defy  the  liquor  traffic. 

There  have  been  times  during  the  last  four  years  when 
I  have  found  myself  wondering  whether  these  general 
church  gatherings  helped  or  hindered  the  cause  of  reli¬ 
gion.  I  will  not  soon  forget  the  remark  of  one  newspaper 
reporter  who -had  been  attending  several  of  them.  He 
had  been  covering  the  Methodist  General  Conference,  the 
Presbyterian  General  Assembly,  and  the  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  for  his  paper,  which  is  the  New  York  Times.  We 
were  walking  together  at  about  midnight  in  Columbus, 
Ohio.  He  was  on  his  way  to  a  Western  Union  office, 
where  he  meant  to  file  his  account  of  an  especially  tu¬ 
multuous  day  in  one  of  these  gatherings.  And  as  he 
walked,  after  a  long  period  of  silence  he  suddenly  asked, 
“Will  you  tell  me  what  these  church  conventions  have  to 
do  with  religion  ?”  He  clearly  believed  that  the  answer 
must  be,  “Nothing.” 

Increasing  Interest  in  Religious  Questions 

I  will  admit  that  there  have  been  times  when  I  have 
felt  almost  ready  to  agree.  Just  at  present,  however,  I 
am  not  so  sure.  A  curious  thing  has  happened  in  at 
least  two  of  the  general  church  conventions  this  year. 
There  has  been  evident  a  genuine  and  powerful  spiritual 
hunger.  The  Baptists,  after  five  or  six  tormenting  years, 
almost  turned  their  convention  of  1927  into  a  prayer 
meeting.  A  series  of  religious  addresses,  given  at  the 
lunch  hour  by  Dr.  George  W.  Truett,  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
became  by  far  the  most  important  feature  of  their  gather¬ 
ing.  Even  more  significant,  however,  was  the  way  in 
which  the  calm,  poised,  undemonstrative  Congregational¬ 
ists  were  shaken  by  an  address  by  a  professor  of  theology 
from  Union  Theological  Seminary  on  changing  concep¬ 
tions  of  God !  It  was  a  hopeful  sign  that  such  an  address 
was  included  in  their  national  council  program  in  the 
first  place.  But  it  was  an  astonishment  to  see  the  way 
in  which,  having  had  one  taste  of  that  sort  of  thing,  the 
delegates  tore  the  rest  of  the  program  up  and  forced  a 
second,  and  then  a  third,  session  devoted  to  this  topic! 

I  move  around  a  good  deal  among  the  colleges,  as  well 
as  among  the  denominational  gatherings.  Four,  three, 
two  years  ago,  if  you  went  into  a  meeting  of  college  stu¬ 
dents  the  topics  for  which  consideration  was  demanded 
were,  almost  always,  war,  race,  industrial  relations,  so¬ 
cial  readjustments.  Four,  three,  two  years  ago  those 
were  also  the  topics  that  struck  fire  in  the  church  gather¬ 
ings.  This  year  if  you  go  to  the  colleges  the  first  ques¬ 
tion  is,  almost  always,  “Can  we  believe  in  God?”  And 
now  the  Baptists — under  the  leadership  of  a  Texas 
preacher — and  the  Cbngregationalists — under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  a  theological  professor — have  struck  the  same 
note.  I  wonder  what  will  interest  the  Methodists  at  Kan¬ 
sas  City  next  year? 
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Is  Life  in  America  Growing  More 

Shallow? 

Some  Liabilities  of  the  Present  Day 
'  By  Lewis  H.  Chrisman 

Profe$$or  of  English  Literature,  West  Virginia  Wesleyan  College 


Thackeray  speaks  of 

the  “hell  of  the  conscious¬ 
ness  of  moral  incomplete¬ 
ness.”  More  than  one  man  has 
failed  to  attain  spiritual  com¬ 
pleteness  because  he  has  been 
satisfied  to  live  upon  the  sur¬ 
face  of  things.  Although  shal¬ 
lowness  is  one  of  the  so-called 
“respectable  sins,”  it  has 
blighted  more  lives  than  many 
a  grosser  evil.’  In  Moffatt’s 
rendering  of  the  eleventh  verse 
of  the  twelfth  chapter  of 
Proverbs,  we  read  the  thought- 
provoking  words :  “A  man  of 
useless  interests  has  no  sense.” 

Long  centuries  ago  the  lament 
of  the  prophet  was,  “Israel 

doth  not  know,  my  people  doth  not  consider.”  The  fail¬ 
ure  of  man  to  use  his  brains  has  been  a  tragedy  of  the 
centuries.  No  amount  of  material  achievement  can  make 
up  for  moral  and  spiritual  superficiality.  An  absorption 
in  “useless  interests”  closes  the  door  to  the  higher  life. 
If  we  know  an  individual’s  interests,  we  know  exactly 
what  sort  of  a  person  he  is.  Real  education  is  nothing 
more  or  less  than  the  awakening,  the  quickening,  and 
developing  of  sane,  wholesome,  and  upbuilding  interests. 

A  realization  of  this  indubitable  truth  furnishes  the 
student  of  modem  life  with  some  food  for  very  serious 
thinking.  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe  in  a  delightful  account 
of  her  childhood  home  in  the  village  of  Lichfield,  where 
Lyman  Beecher  preached  his  own  brand  of  militant  Cal¬ 
vinism  and  ruled  his  household  wisely  and  well,  spoke  of 
the  atmosphere  of  her  father’s  home  as  being  charged 
with  “moral  dynamite  and  intellectual  electricity.”  There 
are  times  when  we  have  occasion  to  wonder  whether  Amer¬ 
ican  education  with  all  of  its  intricate  machinery  and  its 
apparently  limitless  resources  is  succeeding  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  these  qualities.  The  arousing  of  an  intel¬ 
lectual  curiosity  is  an  essential 
step  in  the  educative  process.  Any 
person  who  lacks  it  is  doomed  to 
be  a  superficial  thinker  and  an 
intellectual  peasant. 


The  radio,  the  movies,  the  Sunday  Paper  describe  the  full 
circle  of  life  in  many  an  American  family 


What  is  America  Reading 
Most? 

One  rather  effective  way  of 
estimating  the  intellectual  life  of 
a  people  is  by  a  study  of  their 
reading.  When  we  begin  to  dj 
this  we  are  met,  as  we  are  almost 
everywhere  else,  by  some  contra¬ 
dictions.  Without  a  doubt,  more 


In  Dr.  Frank  Mason  North's  “Francis 
Ashury  Commemoration  Hymn”  there  is 
a  noble  stanza  setting  forth  what  should 
be  some  of  the  ideals  of  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  an  idtra-husy,  chaotic  age: 

We  crave  the  gifts  of  simpler  days. 

The  culture  of  the  wilderness. 

The  wisdom  of  the  wood. 

The  courage  of  the  lonely  ways. 

The  brooding  thought,  love's  eagerness. 
The  grace  of  hardihood. 


books  of  genuine  value  are  sold 
now  than  at  any  other  period 
in  the  history  of  a  people.  It 
must  also  be  admitted  that  the 
higher  type  of  magazines  and 
reviews  report  an  increasing 
•subscription  list.  But  the 
other  side  of  the  picture  is  not 
a  little  depressing.  No  ob¬ 
server  of  the  typical  American 
newsstand  needs  to  be  told  that 
it  would  be  rather  hard  to  ex¬ 
aggerate  the  amount  of  fictive 
and  pictorial  filth  purveyed 
through  the  current  periodical 
of  to-day.  In  the  summer  of 
1925  Frank  Kent,  of  the 
“Baltimore  Sun,”  took  a  jour¬ 
ney  into  the  5,000  inhabitant 
towns  between  Baltimore  and  San  Francisco.  His  tes¬ 
timony  is  as  follows :  Between  the  magazines  and  the 
movies  a  lot  of  these  little  towns  seem  literally  saturated 
with  sex.  He  mentions  one  small  city  in  which  “out  of 
110  publications  in  a  single  store,  sixty-eight  were  either 
out-and-out  smut  or  bordering  on  the  line.”  The  increas¬ 
ing  sales  in  the  large  cities  of  the  flippant,  inane,  and 
sometimes  pornographic  tabloid  is  another  evidence  of 
the  same  tendency.  No  one  who  faces  the  facts  could 
think  of  denying  that  the  typical  American  commu¬ 
nity  is  being  afflicted  with  a  veritable  deluge  of  literary 
drivel. 

But  not  all  evidence  of  tendencies  to  shallow  thinking 
and  shallow  living  can  be  so  readily  massed.  That  many 
American  people  are  reading  matter  which  is  trivial  and 
debasing  is  a  fact  so  apparent  that  it  does  not  need  to 
be  proved.  To  say  that  increasingly  large  groups  are 
doing  practically  no  reading  at  all  would  be  to  make 
a  statement  less  capable  of  absolute  proof.  Yet,  such 
is,  in  all  probability,  the  case.  There  are  in  any  Amer¬ 
ican  town  of  any  size  hundreds  of  beautiful  homes  which 

are  practically  bookless.  There 
are  families  who  read  and  thought 
in  their  less  prosperous  days,  but 
are  now  doing  neither.  The  fact 
that  within  one  month  “The  Chris¬ 
tian  Work”  and  “The  Continent,” 
two  of  the  valuable  religious  pa¬ 
pers  in  the  United  States,  passed 
out  of  existence  on  account  of  the 
lack  of  an  adequate  support,  is 
not  without  significance.  In  the 
middle-class  American  home  books 
and  papers  play  a  less  important 
part  than  they  did  twenty-five 
years  ago. 
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"Houri  once  devoted  to  reading  are  spent  in  gliding,  or  bouncing,  through  the  country  side 


If  this  is  true,  then  what  is  the  reason?  A  few  obvious 
causes  immediately  present  themselves.  One  of  them  is 
the  automobile.  Hours  once  devoted  to  reading  are  spent 
in  gliding,  or  bouncing,  through  the  countryside.  Travel 
is  being  substituted  for  the  printed  page  as  a  means  of 
knowledge.  Another  possible  enemy  of  reading  is  the 
radio.  New  ideas  now  come  through  the  ear  gate  instead 
of  the  eye  gate.  Neither  of  these  means  of  broadening 
and  enriching  life  are  to  be  thoughtlessly  brushed  aside 
as  being  ineffective.  But  what  a  man  brings  home  from 
a  motor  trip  depends  upon  what  he  takes  with  him.  All 
of  us  have  talked  with  the  much-traveled  motorist  who 
had  seen  nothing  but  good  or  bad  roads,  detours,  serv¬ 
ice  stations,  and  barbecues.  “To  him  that  hath  shall 
be  given.  From  him  that  hath  not  shall  be  taken  away.” 
Because  the  man  who  never  reads  knows  so  little,  he  will 
ride  over  hill  and  dale  as  one  having  eyes  and  seeing  not. 

Effect  of  the  Automobile  and  the  Radio 

An  automobile  journey  is  educative  only  to  the 
one  with  the  basis  for  acquiring  an  education  in  that  way. 
The  significance  of  the  radio  lies  not  so  much  in  that  it 
can  be  heard  as  in  what  is  heard.  And  its  best,  its  chief 
value  is  due  to  its  being  a  fine  supplement  to  reading 
matter  rather  than  a  substitute  for  it.  We  may  motor 
from  Dan  to  Beersheba ;  we  may  look  at  moving  pictures 
evening  after  evening;  we  may  listen  to  sound  waves  un¬ 
til  our  ears  are  sore,  but  without  reading  there  can  be 
no  alert,  vigorous,  dynamic  intellectual  life. 

Reading,  however,  is  not  the  most  important  part  of 
the  intellectual  life.  He  who  reads,  without  thinking, 
can  hardly  avoid  becoming  a  pedant.  But  as  a  rule 
the  assiduous  reader  is  the  consistent  thinker.  Generally 
the  man  who  is  too  lazy  to  read  is  too  lazy  to  think.  Yet 
if  it  could  be  proved  that  our  lethargy  in  reading  is 
due  to  our  expending  so  much  more  mental  energy  in 
thinking,  there  would  be  no  particular  reason  for  pessim¬ 
ism.  Unfortunately,  though,  we  have  no  grounds  for 
being  optimistic  in  this  regard.  If  the  intelligence  of 
people  is  to  be  judged  by  their  conversation,  there  is 
considerable  evidence  that  American  life  is  not  super¬ 
charged  with  intellectual  electricity.  In  Sinclair  Lewis’ 
flippant,  cynical,  but  significant  “Babbitt,”  the  author 
describes  a  conversation  in  the  smoking  apartment  of  a 
Pullman,  taking  the  group  to  be  found  there  as  typical 
specimens  of  the  American  business  man.  The  plane  of 
interests  of  those  characters  is  anything  but  reassuring. 
When  I  first  read  the  chapter  I  could  not  help  feeling 
that  it  was  overdrawn.  Consequently  I  determined  that 
I  would  keep  my  ears  open  when  traveling  and  satisfy 
myself  that  Lewis  was  wrong.  After  three  years  I  must 
confess  that  either  he  is  right  or  that  I  have  been  very 
unfortunate  in  my  opportunities  for  observation. 

A  Pullman  conversation  which  commands  one’s  in¬ 
tellectual  respect  is  a  very  rare  exception.  Discussions 
of  automobiles,  hotels,  weather,  and  -bootlegging  experi¬ 
ences  are  the  order  of  the  day.  Business  conversation 
is  limited  to  petty  experiences.  Very  seldom  is  a  remark 
uiade  in  regard  to  politics  which  is  anything  more  than 


a  parrot-like  utterance  of  some  idea  that  is  floating 
around  in  the  air.  It  sometimes  looks  as  though  Dr. 
Joseph  Collins  was  not  entirely  wrong  when  he  said  in 
“Harper’s  Magazine”  for  January:  “Our  chief  deficiency 
as  a  people,  our  most  conspicuous  national  shortcoming 
is  a  condition  of  mal-development  to  which  the  name 
Adult-Infantilism  is  given.  There  is  much  to  indicate 
that  we  are  a  nation  of  adult-infants,  and  not  a  little  to 
prove  it.” 

Perhaps  the  chief  reason  for  shallow  thinking  and 
shallow  living  is  our  inability  to  use  our  leisure  hours. 
Dr.  Charles  A.  Ellwood  says:  “Until  men  learn  to  spend 
their  leisure  nobly,  to  order  their  social  pleasures  rightly 
and  rationally,  it  is  idle  to  think  that  they  can  develop 
high  moral  character  as  individuals  or  create  a  civiliza¬ 
tion  of  beauty  and  righteousness.”  Although,  in  the 
real  sense  of  the  word,  recreation  is  a  necessary  part 
of  a  well-ordered  life,  amusement  is  not  the  chief  end  of 
existence.  Fewer  working  hours  and  improved  household 
machinery  have  shortened  the  working  day  of  American 
men  and  women.  But  too  frequently  the  free  hours  are 
not  spent  “nobly  or  rationally.”  In  too  many  lives 
amusement  has  become  a  vocation  rather  than  an  avoca¬ 
tion.  In  the  average  “Main  Street”  town  the  shuffling 
of  cards  has  become,  in  numerous  instances,  life’s  major 
occupation.  Recently  a  judge  of  wide  experience  in 
juvenile  cases  made  the  statement  that  the  “boy  problem” 
was  basically  the  problem  of  the  “money-mad  father  and 
the  bridge-mad  mother.”  The  expenditure  of  time, 
money,  and  energy  in  the  pursuit  of  inane  amusement 
means  the  neglect  of  the  higher  interests.  No  one  can 
spend  his  hours  trivially  without  becoming  trivial.  Shal¬ 
low  thinking  and  shallow  living  go  hand  in  hand.  Strong 
characters  are  not  developed  in  an  atmosphere  of  social 
vapidity.  “Moral  dynamite  and  intellectual  electricity” 
are  never  the  product  of  bridge  clubs.  A  little  more 
practice  of  the  Wadsworthian  gospel  of  “plain  living  and 
high  thinking”  would  do  wonders  to  deepen  and  enrich 
the  life  of  to-day. 

The  Old  Race  of  Olympians 

“The  Atlantic  Monthly”  for  April,  1926,  contains  a 
significant  article  entitled,  “Olympians  in  Homespun.” 

It  tells  of  life  half  a  century  and  more  ago,  in  a  com¬ 
munity  in  that  transplanted  New  England  known  as  the 
“Western  Reserve”  of  Ohio.  Even  though  the  rough  out-  • 
lines  of  those  days  have  been  softened  for  the  author 
by  the  idealizing  process  of  the  years,  he  admits  that 
the  little  town  was  “bleak,  drab,  and  humdrum.”  Men¬ 
delssohn,  Beethoven,  Rubenstein,  Strauss,  Mozart,  Saint- 
Saens,  and  Grieg  were  not  unknown  names  in  that  village. 
Then,  too,  there  were  bookcases  “wedged  full  with  well- 
read  sets  of  the  historians — Gibbon,  Macaulay,  Guizot, 
Buckle,  Grote-j-and  the  Victorian  novelists,  the  Lake 
poets,  the  eighteenth  century  essayists  and  miscellaneous 
biographers,  with  first  editions  of  *Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin* 
and  ‘The  Scarlet  Letter’.”  Each  week-day  evening  the 
village  intelligentsia  met  at  the  drug  store  ostensibly  to 
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get  their  daily  papers,  but  really  to  settle  the  problems 
of  the  universe.  It  was  impossible  to  live  in  that  village 
and  ignore  the  world  of  ideas.  As  one  reads  of  these 
“Olympians  in  Homespun”  he  cannot  help  agreeing  with 
the  author  in  his  conclusion  that  if  the  United  States  is 
to  be  “anything  more  than  a  highly  comfortable  and 
sanitary  sty,”  it  must  be  because  there  are  “multitudes 
of  common  people  living  lives  of  greatness  in  obscurity 
without  thought  of  applause  or  reward,  but  solely  for 
the  sake  of  the  life  itself,  knowing  it  to  be  worth  all 
that  it  costs.” 

A  new  reformation  may  be  coming  to  infuse  life  with 
more  sanity,  earnestness,  loyalty,  and  spirituality.  The 
life  of  human  progress  goes  up  instead  of  down,  but  its 
ascending  course  is  not  unbroken.  Every  now  and  then 


there  is  a  downward  curve.  There  is  little  doubt  but 
that  the  last  decade  has  been  characterized  by  one  of 
these  sags.  But  it  is  a  long  road  that  has  no  turning. 
The  day  of  the  apotheosis  of  the  trivial  may  be  near  its 
end.  The  time  may  be  approaching  when  men  shall  again 
turn  their  thoughts  to  the  more  serious  issues.  Whatever 
the  trend  of  the  years,  each  one  of  us  can  see  to  it  that 
his  own  life  is  not  lived  on  the  surface.  Each  can  see 
to  it  that  he  does  not  become  shallow  of  soul.  Life  was 
never  more  of  a  challenge  to  the  intellectuality  and  the 
spirituality  of  man  than  it  is  right  now.  It  is  for  the 
individual  himself  to  say  whether  he  is  going  to  spend 
his  days  in  the  futile  pursuit  of  worthless  interests  or 
live  “a  life  of  greatness,”  knowing  that  it  is  worth  all 
that  it  costs. 


An  Adventure  With  a  Red  Demon 


By  Helen  Grace  Murray 


I  HAVE  had  a  pain,  a  red  demon  of  a  pain  trimmed 
with  orange  fringes.  It  has  danced  like  a  drunken 
Bacchante  from  my  Eustachian  tubes  to  the  top 
of  my  head,  cavorting  over  the  surface  of  my  face  and 
digging  its  cloven  hoofs  into  every  soft,  unprotected 
hollow.  An  imp  of  a  pain  indeed,  but  a  nameless,  unclassi¬ 
fied  one,  so  nameless  and  unclassified  that  I  couldn’t  write 
begging  letters  to  my  friends  soliciting  sympathy  for  it, 
so  lacking  in  personality  that  it  couldn’t  even  furnish  me 
with  good  table  talk. 

But  this  very  namelessness  and  indefiniteness  made  of 
it  a  terror  by  night.  In  the  long  hours  when  I  lay 
awake  with  it,  it  killed  me  seventy  times  seven.  It  was  a 
mastoid,  perhaps,  or  tuberculosis  o^  the  bone.  At  least 
ten  first-class  funerals  did  I  attend  at  which  I  figured  as 
the  corpse  and  the  pain  as  the  chief  cause. 

And  then  I  had  its  picture  taken,  got  it  localized, 
named,  and  classified.  It  was  an  affected  antrum.  It 
became  forthwith  a  dignified  pain,  a  pain  I  could  talk 
about  with  pride,  write  letters  about  with  pleasure,  medi¬ 
tate  on  with  profit.  I  ceased  to  be  of  the  Ishmael  tribe 
of  sufferers  and  became  a  member  of  a  large  and  well- 
recognized  social  group.  I  acquired  forthwith  a  definite 
social  standing.  All  my  friends  and  acquaintances  drew 
forth  out  of  their  treasures  antrum  lore  both  new  and 
old.  They  had  themselves  suffered  from  infected  an- 
trums,  or  their  relatives  by  marriage  had  suffered  from 
infected  tintrums,  or  they  had  read,  heard,  or  known  of 
infected  antrums  innumerable.  Nobody  I’ve  met  up  with 
in  the  last  two  weeks,  since  that  picture  shone  into  and 
lightened  my  darkness,  has  been  totally  ignorant  of  in- 
,  fected  antrums.  First,  second,  or  third-hand  antrum 
knowledge  has  grown  on  every  vine  and  bush  in  all  the 
highways  and  byways  and  market  gardens.  I  have  be¬ 
come  a  highly  self-respecting  and  friend-respected  suf¬ 
ferer. 

The  Tantrum  in  the  Antrum 

But  what  is  best  of  all,  I’ve  arrived  at  the  third  stage — 
where  I  can  laugh  at  the  pain.  It  has  become  a  “tan¬ 
trum  in  my  antrum,”  and  as  such  a  thousand  times  more 
endurable.  If  you  can  laugh  at  any  pain  it  loses  its  dig¬ 
nity  completely.  And  without  dignity  no  pain  can  bo 
a  terror  by  night.  Of  course  there  are  pains — major 


pains — that  can’t  be  laughed  away,  and  that  continue 
to  be  major  pains  right  down  to  the  moment  when  the 
great  release  sets  the  sufferer  free.  But  of  those  I  am 
not  writing  now ;  I’m  dealing  with  the  minor  pains  of 
life  whose  departure  a  good,  hearty  laugh  can  hasten. 
And  only  a  picture  of  the  pain  can  accurately  classify 
it  as  major  or  minor,  to  be  treated  skillfully  and  ten¬ 
derly,  or  to  be  laughed  away. 

Now  not  all  pains  are  physical.  There  are  meta¬ 
physical  ones  as  well  that  need  to  be  X-rayed  and  classi¬ 
fied.  Hurt  feelings  are  as  irritating  as  hurt  noses.  One 
lies  awake  with  them  as  persistently,  too.  If  some  magic 
were  to  give  me  the  power  of  choice,  I’d  take  the  antrum 
infection  every  time  to  the  infected  heart  and  soul — the 
sprained  ankle  to  the  sprained  sense  of  humor — the 
throbbing  head  to  the  feverish  mind. 

Take  a  Picture  of  Your  Swollen  Ego 

We  may  not  like  the  pictures  of  our  metaphysical 
pains.  What  we  half  suspected  of  being  noble  indigna¬ 
tions  may  shrink  to  personal  peeves,  and  we  may  have  to 
pigeon-hole  them  in  the  diminutive  boxes  designed  for  such 
pettinesses.  “Righteous  wrath”  often  shows  up  in  a  roto- 
graph  as  “swollen  ego.”  Both  personal  peeves  and  swollen 
egos  yield  nicely  to  puncturings  and  irrigations.  Let 
the  sharp  lance  of  common  sense  cut  deep  and  the  hot 
water  of  a  sense  of  humor  flood  in,  and  the  infection  will 
be  gone  in  no  time.  Never  try  hot  fomentations  of  warm 
sympathy  and  pitying  understanding.  Such  encourage 
the  pain  to  stay  put — practically  never  put  it  to  flight. 
Hot  applications  are  as  dangerous  in  a  case  of  spiritual 
infection  as  for  appendicitis.  Try  an  ice  bag  first — or 
self-ridicule  or  of  self-analysis. 

Take  a  picture  of  that  pain!  Don’t  put  it  off.  To 
be  sure.  X-ray  pictures  cost.  You  must  be  prepared 
to  pay  whatever  is  demanded — money,  pride,  personal 
vanity.  But  they’re  worth  whatever  they  cost.  For 
what  they  reveal — if  we’re  only  open-minded  about  it 
and  single-motived — is  as  apt  to  be  a  happy  surprise  as 
a  confirmation  of  our  worst  fears.  Only  the  man  or 
woman  lacking  in  courage  need  fear  to  face  the  discovery 
of  a  malignant  growth;  only  the  one  without  a  sense  of 
humor  will  regret  finding  out  that  what  he  suspected  of 
being  a  cancer  is  merely  a  boil ! 
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Morgan  College--Summer  School  and 

Other  Things 


The  regular  session  closed  in  a  blaze  of  glory ; 
thirty  young  men  and  women  received  the  bacca- 
laurate  degree.  A  little  breathing  spell  followed 
and  then  came  the  summer  session.  One  hundred  and 
forty  teachers  from  Maryland,  Delaware,  Virginia,  the 
Carolinas,  and  even  Georgia  are  enrolled  in  the  summer 
school.  The  summer  school  faculty  is  composed  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  own  staff  and  distinguished  educators  from 
other  schools.  Our  newest  acquisition  is  Dean  James  P. 
Brawley^  A.M.,  of  Clark  University,  Atlanta.  He  is  a 
Methodist  and  a  Texan;  “nuf  sed.” 

A  friend  of  mine  who  was  passing  through  the  city 
the  other  day  was  asking  me  how  we  got  oiir  class  “A” 


rating.  I  told  him  the  various  tests  we  had  to  pass  to 
get  it.  And  then  I  proposed  that  he  should  let  me  tell 
him  how  we  are  going  to  keep  it.  He  agreed.  Here  it  is ; 
Ten  members  of  our  staff — dean,  professors,  assistant 
professors,  and  instructors — will  be  in  summer  schools  for 
advanced  study  this  summer:  seven  in  Columbia,  one  at 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  one  at  Johns  Hopkins,  and 
one  at  the  University  of  Chicago.  One  of  the  things  the 
standardizing  agencies  are  insisting  on  is  fresh,  progres¬ 
sive,  thorough-going  scholarship  in  the  faculty.  We  have 
dropped  our  academy  here  on  the  grounds,  we  are  calling 
three  new  faculty  members  for  the  college  next  fall ;  watch 
us  “git  up  and  git.”^J.  W.  Haywood. 


The  Benevolences 


Editor  The  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate: 

Sir — After  reading  the  article  in  The  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate  of  May  19,  by  William  Boyd,  entitled  “Can  Meth¬ 
odist  Benevolences  Come  Back?”  I  wished  to  change  the 
title  word  “Come”  and  “Go.”  It  may  seem  presump¬ 
tuous  for  the  writer  to  criticize  Mr.  Boyd’s  article  after 
liis  opportunity  for  first-hand  study,  even  though  the 
study  seems  to  have  been  confined  to  the  “foreign  field.” 
But,  I  so  radically  disagree  with  some  of  his  deductions 
and  conclusions  that  I  must  get  it  out  of  my  system. 

Mr.  Boyd  disputes  himself  when  in  one  paragraph 
he  says :  “The  work  itself — facilities  and  resources  con¬ 
sidered — is  as  well  organized  and  conducted,  and  the  re¬ 
sults  as  gratifying  as  the  most  exacting  and  fair-minded 
critic  could  demand,”  etc. ;  and  in  the  next  paragraph 
says:  “First,  the  World  Service  organization  should  be 
abandoned.”  In  other  words,  scrap  the  very  organiza¬ 
tion  that  has  so  admirably  “organized  and  conducted 
the  work.”  One  redeeming  statement  made  by  Mr.  Boyd 
is  that  he  realizes  his  proposition  “would  be  a  swing 
backward.”  In  this  acknowledgement  we  heartily  con¬ 
cur.  His  statement  that  the  present  arrangement  is 
“largely  responsible  for  the  continuous  falling  off  in  the 
receipts”  is  a  bold  and  unwarranted  statement,  certainly 
subject  to  grave  question,  as  it  cannot  be  verified  or  sub¬ 
stantiated  by  facts.  Is  the  term  “World  Service”  “so 
general  and  vague”?  Is  it  more  general  and  vague  than 
that  “last  great  command”  referred  to  by  Mr.  Boyd,  or 
than  the  “principles  and  ideals  of  our  great  founder,” 
contained  in  the  founder’s  slogan,  “The  world  is  my 
parish”? 

Can  it  be  possible  that  “foreign  missions,”  “home 
missions,”  and  “Christian  education”  are  greater  rally¬ 
ing  cries  than  “World  Service,”  when  by  our  modern  meth¬ 
ods  of  communication  we  know  of  any  great  event,  any¬ 
where  in  the  world,  practically  in  the  hour  of  its  happen¬ 
ing?  I  take  it  th^it  we  Methodists  are  really  following 
Wesley,  that  the  world  is  our  parish,  that  we  are  a  w’orld 
Church,  and  it  is  no  misnomer  to  proclaim  World  Serv¬ 
ice  as  our  program.  I  differ  from  Mr.  Boyd  in  his  state¬ 
ment  that  “the  direct  appeal  is  no  longer  possible.”  And 
I  hope  the  Church  will  seriously  discourage  appeals  that 


would  make  a  lopsided  local  church,  a  church  that  would 
be  interested  in  “foreign  missions”  to  the  exclusion  of 
“home  missions”  or  interested  in  home  missions  to  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  foreign  missions,  or  in  Christian  education  to 
the  exclusion  of  either  or  both.  Pity  the  member  who 
has  the  thirty-six  cents  interest  in  one  part  of  the  King  ¬ 
dom  program  and  has  not  the  sixty-four  cents  interest  in 
the  remainder  of  the  program.  He  is  the  same  member 
who,  because  he  “likes  the  preacher,”  will  contribute 
toward  his  salary,  but  will  not  give  a  cent  for  the  upkeep 
of  the  building  in  which  the  preacher  is  supposed  to 
preach.  No  fault  attaches  to  the  World  Service  organ¬ 
ization  that  only  thirty-six  cents  of  the  imaginary  mem¬ 
ber’s  dollar  goes  to  the  foreign  field  in  which  he  is  specially 
interested. 

The  fault  attaches  to  whoever  is  responsible  for  that 
particular  member  not  having  been  educated  to  read  that 
“last  great  command”  correctly — “Go  ye  into  all  the 
world.”  That  command  does  not  mean  a  localized  gos¬ 
pel. 

The  third  division  of  the  article  is  subject  to  the  same 
criticism. 

In  the  fourth  division,  it  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Boyd  is 
again  marching  backward.  In  this  day,  when  the  na¬ 
tional  government  demands  a  budget  and  less  and  less 
bureaucratic  supremacy,  and  as  a  result  really  greater 
efficiency  and  economy  of  administration  are  obtained, 
it  would  seem  well  for  the  Church  to  hold  on  to  what  it 
has  gained  in  this  line.  If  every  board  of  the  Church 
must  again  be  responsible  for  raising  the  entire  amount 
for  its  needs,  then  there  must  be  a  multiplying  of  officers 
and  a  duplicating  and  wasting  of  effort. 

Not  until  Mr.  Boyd  touches  the  “Larger  Use  of  Lay 
Activity”  does  the  writer  agree  with  him,  and  then  only  in 
purpose  and  not  in  method.  He  says:  “Provision  for 
local  church  councils  gives  us  an  opportunity,  without 
creating  additional  machinery,  without  extra  expense,  and 
without  extra  legislation,  to  organize  the  laymen  of  each 
church  into  a  council  which  will  share  with,  if  not  largely 
relieve  the  pastor  of,  the  responsibility  for  raising  the 
apportionment  for  benevolences.”  Is  not  that  one  clause, 
“largely  relieve  the  pastor  of  responsibility,”  the  real 
key  to  the  whole  slump  in  the  Church’s  benevolent  giving? 
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Why,  pray  tell,  should  the  pastor  be  relieved  of  responsi¬ 
bility?  Why  should  the  laymen  be  better  informed  as 
to  the  needs,  more  zealous  to  make  the  appeals,  more  ear¬ 
nest  in  the  presentation  of  the  facts  than  the  pastor? 
Every  pastor  of  every  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  a 
disciple  of  John  Wesley,  and  the  world  is  his  parish,  not 
a  little,  limited,  two-by-four  local  parish.  Yes,  indeed, 
“here  is  a  potential  resource  which  could  and  should  be 
organized,  educated,  and  made  efficient  along  the  lines” 
of  co-operating  with  the  pastor  in  organizing,  educating, 
and  making  efficient  every  local  church  in  a  World  Serv¬ 
ice  program. 

If  Mr.  Boyd  will  read  the  World  Service  Manual 
he  will  find  the  suggestions  for  a  splendid  method  of  co¬ 
operation.  And  I  wish  I  might  have  the  opportunity  to 


tell  him  how  the  church  of  which  I  am  a  member,  which 
had  given  $1,700  in  the  first  year  of  the  Centenary,  and 
had  then  slumped  back  to  a  bit  over  $1,000,  was  brought 
up  last  year  to  its  full  quota  of  $1,539  by  the  intelligent 
co-operation  of  a  local  council — of  four  men  and  two 
women — with  a  hard-working  pastor  who  realized  his  full 
responsibility  as  the  official  leader  of  the  church. 

No,  swinging  church  machinery  or  multiplying  it  will 
not  bring  the  result  desired,  but  a  working,  consecrated, 
world-visioned  pastor  in  every  church,  getting  loyal  sup¬ 
port  from  a  world-visioned  council  of  any  size,  can  stop 
the  slump  and  sound  the  call  for  advance. 

George  W.  Scarborough, 

Chairman,  Local  World  Service  Council, 

Pennington,  N.  J. 


“De  Lawd  s  Work 

By  Daniel  Lyman  Ridout 


The  New  York  Christian  Advocate,  in  the  issUe  of 
July  7,  printed,  under  “The  Sanctuary,”  a  poem 
of  the  title  of  this  article,  and  accredits  the  same 
to  Paul  Laurence  Dunbar.  The  poem,  written  in  the 
Negro  dialect,  follows : 

De  Lawd  He  had  a  job  for  me. 

But  I’d  so  much  to  do, 

I  ask  Him  to  get  somebody  else. 

Or  wait  ’til  I  get  through. 

I  dunno  how  de  Lawd  came  out. 

He  seemed  to  get  along; 

But  I  felt  kinder  sneakin’  like, 

Cu8  I  knowed  I’d  done  Him  wrong. 

One  day  I  need  de  Lawd  myself, 

An’  need  Him  right  away; 

He  never  answered  me  at  all. 

But  I  could  hear  Him  say 

Way  down  in  my  accusin’  heart: 

“I’se  got  so  much  to  do. 

You’d  better  get  somebody  else. 

Or  wait  ’til  I  get  through.” 

Now  when  de  Lawd  He  have  a  job, 

I  never  tries  to  shirk; 

I’se  drops  whatever  I’se  on  hand. 

An’  does  de  good  Lawd’s  work. 

My  own  affairs  can  run  along. 

Or  wait  ’til  I  get  through; 

Nobody  else  can  do  the  job 
De  Lawd’s  laid  out  for  you. 

We  seriously  question  the  authenticity  of  these  verses. 
They  are  not  Dunbarian.  They  are  neither  good  dialect 


nor  good  poetry.  They  have  a  fine  sentiment,  but  poetry 
is  more  than  sentiment.  Indeed,  it  is  hard  to  conceive 
of  any  of  the  better  class  of  Negro  poets  writing  in  such 
feeble  vain. 

While  we  are  familiar  with  all  the  authorized  pub¬ 
lished  works  of  Dunbar,  we  could  not  attempt  to  say 
that  we  have  seen  everything  he  wrote.  In  these  days 
when  it  is  so  ordinary  for  researchers  to  unearth  manu¬ 
scripts  from  the  pens  of  the  masters,  one  would  be  unwise 
to  consider  oneself  an  absolute  authority  on  the  works 
of  any  of  them.  However,  “De  Lawd’s  Work”  appears 
in  neither  of  the  four  published  volumes  of  Dunbar’s 
poems:  “Lyrics  of  Lowly  Life,”  “Lyrics  of  Hearthside,” 
“Lyrics  of  Love  and  Laughter,”  and  “Lyrics  of  Sun¬ 
shine  and  Shadow.” 

As  a  writer  of  Negro  dialect  poetry,  Paul  Laurence 
Dunbar,  of  course,  stands  alone.  As  a  lyric  poet  he 
has  no  superiors,  and  few,  if  any,  equals.  We  do  not 
mean  among  the  Negro  poets,  but  we  mean  among  all  the 
poets  of  all  the  ages.  Certainly  the  poem  (?)  under  con¬ 
sideration  typifies  nothing  of  the  Dunbar  excellence. 

If  any  reader  of  the  Advocate,  or  if  the  Advocate 
itself  can  furnish  evidence  of  the  authenticity  of  these 
verses,  we  should  be  gratefully  interested  to  be  so  inT 
formed.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  quite  unfortunate  if 
so  noble  a  bard  as  the  lamented  Paul  is  thus  falsely 
accused  and  thus  fearfully  and  unpoetically  misrepre¬ 
sented. 

WILMINGTON,  DELAWARE. 


Evangelism— A  Chart  of  Progress 

By  the  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Hingeley 


The  influence  of  great  revivals  on  permanent  ac¬ 
cessions  to  church  membership  is  illustrated  by  a 
valuable  chart,  printed  in  “Presbyterian  Statistics” 
in  1927,  which  shows  the  large  increase  during  revival 
periods,  the  decrease  of  accessions  afterward,  and  the 
steady  growth  of  accessions  during  the  years.  At  no 
period,  except  immediately  after  the  great  war,  were  the 
accessions  lower  than  the  previous  standard. 

During  the  Finney  Revival  of  1830,  accessions  in¬ 


creased  threefold.  There  was  a  drop  during  the  next  five 
years,  due  to  the  separation  between  the  “old  school”  and 
the  “new  school”  groups. 

The  1843  revival  doubled  the  accessions  and  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  steady  increase  of  accessions. 

The  revival  of  1857  more  than  doubled  the  ratio  of  in¬ 
crease,  but  during  the  Civil  War  accessions  dropped  al¬ 
most  to  their  former  level. 

The  Moody  revival  brought  accessions  to  a  high 
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A  level,  there  being  five  times  as  many  accessions  in  1875 
than  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  War.  But  the  controversy 
concerning  “science  and  religion”  decreased  the  acces¬ 
sions  fifty  per  cent. 

In  1882,  there  began  a  remarkable  increase  which 
reached  its  apex  in  1892,  influenced  largely  by  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  young  people’s  society  of  Christian  En¬ 
deavor  ;  but  the  heresy  trials  and  the  Spanish  War,  which 
followed,  decreased  the  annual  accessions  twenty  thou¬ 
sand. 

The  Sunday  revivals  and  reunion  with  the  Cumber¬ 
land  Branch  brought  accessions  to  the  high  level  of 
115,000. 

During  the  World  War,  accessions  decreased  one- 
half;  but  the  new  era  movement  made  itself  felt,  and  in 
1920  accessions  reached  the  highest  level  known  in  Pres¬ 
byterian  history. 

The  chart  illustrates  the  fact  acknowledged  since  Pen¬ 
tecost  that,  however  great  stress  may  be  placed  on  the 
regular  work  of  the  church,  yet  the  great  advances  by 
accessions  have  been  during  periods  when  the  prayers 
and  purposes  of  the  church  were  concentrated  on  the  task, 
emphasizing  the  need  of  meeting,  immediately  and  per¬ 
sonally,  religious  and  spiritual  opportunities  and  re¬ 
sponsibilities. 

One  cannot  study  such  a  showing  without  wondering’ 
what  would  have  happened  had  there  not  been  these 
special  upward  movements  to  counteract  the  influence 
of  the  constant  downward  movements  against  the  church 
and  personal,  religious  experience.  Had  not  the  Civil 
War  period  been  preceded  and  followed  by  special  evangel¬ 
istic  work,  the  rising  curve  of  growth  would  not  have 
overcome  the  downward  curve  of  loss  of  accessions  and  the 

•  decay  of  definite  and  persuasive  religious  experience  and 
activity. 


as  a  money-earning  man.  Let  the  boys  give  the  pennies 
and  nickles.  Be  a  man  and  give  as  a  man ! 

State  Sunday  School  Convention 
By  South  Carolina  Methodists 


Men  Gi  ve  As  Men 


Men  are  given  to  growing  in  body  and  mind.  Some¬ 
times  they  do  not  develop  symmetrically.  Often 
when  man-size  in  body  they  have  the  habits  and 
minds  of  children.  Recently  we  had  this  thrust  home  upon 
us  in  a  very  striking  manner.  The  collection  of  the  men’s 
Bible  class  was  being  taken.  A  man  of  means  sitting  near, 
placed  a  small  coin,  a  boy’s  contribution,  in  the  basket  as  it 
passed.  It  was  a  dime  performance.  Just  a  “movie” 
demanding  of  him  a  pittance.  He  did  not  realize  that 
classes  of  that  character  could  not  be  run  on  small  coin. 
He  was  in  appreciation  in  the  same  class  as  when  he  was 
a  boy.  We  mentioned  the  juvenile  attitude  of  mind  to  one 
of  the  collectors. 

“Oh,  yes,”  said  he,  “judging  by  the  number  of  pennies 
we  receive  many  of  these  men  are  still  in  the  kindergarten.” 

That  was  a  revelation!  Men  in  Bible  classes  giving 
as  children  I  Giving  doubtlessly  without  thought.  Giving 
as  they  have  given  since  they  were  boys.  Giving  just  to 
be  giving  because  the  collection  basket  is  being  passed 
around. 

Men  giving  as  boys  I 

Penny  men !  Why  not  give  as  men?  Why  not,  brother 
Bible-class  member,  awaken  to  the  fact  that  you  are  no 
longer  a  boy  in  attendance  upon  a  Sunday-school  class 
giving  pennies,  but  rather  that  you  are  now  a  grown  man 
and  out  of  the  penny  class.  Yes,  a  full-fledged  man,  a 
member  of  an  organization  which  cannot  be  run  on  pen¬ 
nies.  Why  not  face  the  responsibilities  of  manhood,  that 
you  must  do  your  part  by  giving  quarters  and  dollars 


By  the  Rev.  N.  W.  Greene 

Last  year  the  Methodists  of  South  Carolina  held 
j  their  first  Sunday-school  convention  at  Columbia. 
While  that  was  a  very  profitable  gathering  of 
our  young  people  for  Sunday-school  study  and  personal 
improvement,  the  second  promises  to  be  very  much  bet¬ 
ter.  Added  experience  and  an  improved  program  justify 
the  prophecy  that  this  convention  will  be  a  very  excellent 
one. 

It  is  set  for  September  7,  8,  9,  at  Florence,  S.  C. 
A  strong  program  has  been  arranged,  on  which  appears 
the  names  of  Doctor  Wagner,  Governor  Richards,  Mayor 
Gilbert,  Professor  Morris,  Doctor  Dunton,  and  others  of 
like  caliber.  Many  persons  of  more  local  fame,  but  with 
improved  talents,  will  have  parts  on  the  program.  Rep¬ 
resentatives  from  each  district  are  expected.  These 
should  be:  the  district  Sunday-school  superintendent,  the 
local  superintendent,  one  or  more  delegates  from  each 
school,  and  other  persons  whom  the  schools  may  elect  to 
send. 

We  call  upon  pastors  and  church  officials  and  all 
Sunday-school  workers  to  assist  in  every  laudable  way 
to  make  this  convention  eflfective  in  placing  the  children 
in  the  center  of  our  life  and  thought.  They  should  be 
our  only  pride;  they  are  our  only  hope. 

Rev.  R.  G.  Williams  Passes 

RG.  williams,  our  pastor  at  Glasgow,  Mo., 
a  member  of  the  Central  Missouri  Conference, 
•  was  called  from  labor  to  his  final  reward.  May 
27,  1927.  Brother  Williams  was  received  on  trial  in  the 
Conference  in  1905;  received  into  full  membership,  1908; 
and  was  ordained  an  elder  in  1913.  He  served  the  follow¬ 
ing  charges:  New  Bloomfield;  St.  James,  St.  Louis; 
Bridgeton;  Kinloch;  Mexico;  and  Glasgow.  Brother 
Williams  was  a  devout  Christian  and  a  most  excellent 
pastor  and  preacher.  The  Conference  life  of  Brother 
Williams  was  marked  with  earnestness.  He  was  true¬ 
hearted,  brave,  and  courageous  in  his  ministerial  career. 
We  cannot  all  be  great  men,  but  we  may  render  great 
service  by  fidelity  to  Christ  and  to  our  own  brethren. 
Brother  Williams  did  really  render  great  service  to  the 
church  and  to  all  of  the  congregations  with  whom  he 
was  associated.  He  has  done  his  best ;  the  work  will  go 
on.  His  illness  w'as  of  a  long  duration.  He  suffered 
much,  but  he  bore  it  patiently  and  with  fortitude.  Serv¬ 
ices  were  conducted  at  Lewis  Chapel,  Glasgow,  Mo.,  by 
the  Rev.  E.  W.  Hannah,  district  superintendent  Kansas 
City  District ;  G.  D.  Hancock,  district  superintendent 
St.  Louis  District ;  Dr.  B.  F.  Abbott,  pastor  of  Union 
Memorial  Church,  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  W.  L.  Lee,  pastor  of 
Taylor  Chapel,  Sedalia,  Mo.,  and  others  who  spoke  com¬ 
forting  words  to  the  bereaved  family.  It  is  just  to  say 
that  the  churchy  he  was  serving  gave  their  best  for  the 
comfort  of  Brother  Williams,  and  was  a  real  companion 
to  the  bereaved  wife,  son,  daughter-in-law,  and  grandson. 

Brother  Williams  fought  a  good  fight,  he  finished 
his  course,  and  he  kept  the  faith. — Rev.  Wm.  H.  Smith. 
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SI  I  Y  did  not  lot  thit  $well  hit  head  into  doing  the  ^ 

I  I  .  ^  C  C  n  imprudent  thing  which  would  have  deetroged  ■ 

^  X 1  vJ  d  X  M  J  C  ^  O  V/  1 1  entire  future.  By  sparing  Saul  he 

IiTTEairATiOKai.  Smn  honored  himself. 

SAM  HCSTOK  COLLBOE. 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer  - 

Missionary  Interpretation 

DAVID  SPARES  SAUL  Lesson  foe  Sundat,  August  7,  1927 


Sunday 


THIRD  QUARTER.  LESSON  VI.  AUGUST  7 


“They  were  all  asleep" 


Scripture  Leiton — 1  Sam.  26. 

David’s  treatment  of  Saul  in  our  present 
lesscm  is  a  practical  application  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple  developed  and  made  personal  by  Paul 
— Vengeance  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord:  I  will 
recompense  (Rom.  12.  19),  and  which  the 
Master  supplemented  in  His  enunciation.  Do 
good  to  them  that  hate  you  (Luke  6.  27). 
All  Christians  accept  that  principle  in  theory ; 
but  in  practice  many  leading  mies  denounce 
it.  They  rarely  forgive,  and  never  forget. 
They  bury  the  hatchet,  but  preserve  the 
handle.  Or  if  they  leave  the  vengeance  for 
God,  they  incorrectiy  find  no  contradiction  in 
understanding  that  God  may  reap  the  ven¬ 
geance  and  repay  through  them  who  are 
aggrieved.  Christians  among  the  simple  folk 
are  more  apt  to  practice  this  principle  than 
others  are.  And  I  don’t  think  it  is  because 
they  have  no  available  means  of  doing  other¬ 
wise.  They  are  more  willing  to  forgive  and 
do  good  to  their  enemy,  though  probably  they, 
too,  love  to  believe  and  see  that  God  will  re¬ 
pay.  We  must  admit  that  David’s  conduct 
toward  Saul  here  is  very  remarkable. 

But  let  us  enquire  into  the  motive  which 
actuated  him.  Certainly  he  never  conducted 
himself  like  that  toward  a  national  enemy, 
that  is,  he  did  not  think  it  wise  and  good 
that  a  nation  should  leave  vengeance  against 
another  nation  to  God.  Or  if  he  did,  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  God  used  the  aggrieved  nation 
to  make  the  payment.  But  would  David 
have  acted  in  that  way  toward  any  personal 
enemy  you  please,*  or  is  his  conduct  toward 
Saul  to  be  considered  a  particular  case? 
If  so,  why  did  he  make  him  an  exception? 

WAy  David  Spared  Saul.  That  David 
would  not  have  treated  any  personal  enemy 
you  please  as  he  treated  Saul  is  fairly  well 
indicated  by  his  contemplated  treatment  of 
Nabal,  who  was  not  such  an  enemy  as  Saul, 
but  who  simply  was  not  respectful  toward  him 
and  was  not  grateful  enough  to  return  his 
kindness  (1  Sam.  26).  And  yet  he  would 
have  vented  his  spleen  on  Nabal  but  for  the 
opportune  amends  of  Nabal’s  wife;  but  he 
was  never  tempted  in  any  way  to  hurt  Saul, 
who  was  his  deadly  foe.  What  made  the 
difl’erence? 

David  was  a  very  pious  man,  who  had  the 
highest  respect  for  the  principles  of  his  re¬ 
ligion  as  he  understood  them.  Being  king, 
Saul  was  the  anointed  of  God.  David  there¬ 
fore  regarded  Saul’s  person  sacred  and  in¬ 
violable  just  as  the  person  of  a  priest  or 
prophet  of  God.  He  considered  it  the  gravest 
sin  against  God  for  him  for  any  reason  to 
lay  violent  htinds  on  God’s  anointed.  If  the 
king  did  wrong  against  any  subject,  it  was 
left  for  God,  and  not  that  subjtet,  to  punish 
him.  This  was  the  idea  of  the  divine  right 
of  kings  which  no  truly  pious  soul  questioned 
in  those  days.  The  right  of  self-defense  had 
no  application  between  a  subject  and  his 
king.  David  spared  Saul  in  the  first  place, 
then,  because  Saul  was  king.  He  may  try 
by  every  means  to  change  Saul’s  heart  toward 
him,  which  he  did  by  refusing  to  take  any 
advantage  over  him  which  luck  had  given 
him  (David),  though  he  knew  that  he  had 
not  succeeded  in  this  (1  Sam.  27.  1).  But 
to  lay  violent  hands  on  him  would  be  one 
of  the  greatest  possible  sins. 

Whcd  if  David  Hadn’t  Spared  Saul?  If 
David  had  been  before  this  as  prudent  in 
matters  as  Saul’s  servant  said  he  was  (16.  18), 
and  was  as  shrewd  in  diplomacy  as  was  said 
of  him  (18.  6,  14,  80),  we  can  surmise  other 
motives  which  may  have  prompted  him  to 
spare  Saul.  That  he  entertainra  and  cher¬ 
ished  the  hope  of  becoming  some  day  king  of 
Israel  needs  not  for  a  moment  be  doubted. 
We  are  told  that  Scunuel  bad  already  anointed 
him,  and  that  Jonathan,  who  would  have  been 
the  lo^cal  successor  to  Saul,  had  already 
renounced  his  own  rights  in  favor  of  him 


(20  14,  15;  23.  17).  But  if  he  had  killed 
Saul,  he  would  have  destroyed  the  prospects 
either  of  his  becoming  king  or  of  his 
peacefully  becoming  king  with  the.  people 
united  behind  him.  No  king  is  so  bad  that 
he  does  not  have  friends.  Under  certain  con¬ 
ditions  some  of  the  erstwhile  friends  of  his 
enemies  will  become  converted  into  his  friends 
and  enemies  of  his  enemies.  We  all  know 
about  Charles  I  of  England  and  about 
Louis  XVI  of  France,  etc.,  etc.  Saul 
was  not  unpopular  with  the  people,  even 
though  they  greatly  admired  David  because 
of  his  thrilling  heroism.  They  bad  no  idea 
of  having  him  displace  Saul  on  the  throne. 
As  they  saw  it,  it  was  a  personal  matter  be¬ 
tween  him  and  Saul  in  which  many  of  them 
doubtless  sympathised  with  David.  The 
sympathy  of  most  of  us  usually  goes  out  for 
the  “under  dog,”  especially  when  he  has  not 
been  provoking.  But  had  he  killed  Saul, 
most  of  his  former  friends  would  likely  have 
turned  against  him.  His  regicldal  deed  would 
have  been  interpreted,  not  as  an  act  of  self- 
defense,  but  as  an  effort  to  usurp  the  throne. 
Saul’s  friends  would  either  have  blocked  his 
way  to  the  throne  or,  failing  in  this,  have 
killed  him.  Instead,  the  best  way  for  him 
to  have  come  to  the  throne  was  by  loyally 
supporting  the  administration  of  Saul,  by 
respecting  with  religious  scrupulosity  the 
office  and  person  of  the  king,  and  by  leaving 
it  for  God  to  prepare  the  way  to  the  throne 
for  him.  In  this  way  he  would  both  preserve 
his  friends  and  win  over  to  himself  the 
friends  of  Saul. 

We  do  not  insist  that  David  had  thought 
all  this  through.  But  we  do  insist  that,  in 
following  this  course,  he  manifested  all  the 
prudence  and  wisdom  which,  according  to 
his  beloved  chronicler,  was  characteristic  of 
him.  But  whether  he  thought  it  or  not,  he 
did  what  he  did  because  his  heart  was  right, 
and  because  God  was  leading  him.  One  of 
the  finest  things  about  the  young  man  David 
for  young  men  to-day  is  that,  even  though 
he  was  ambitious  and  popular  and  had  an 
enviable  record  for  putting  things  over,  and 
even  though  the  royal  bee  buzzed  annoyingly 
in  his  ears,  and  the  way  seemed  clear  for 
him  to  “land"  over  the  corpse  of  another,  he 


(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

Saul  and  his  men  were  wholly  unaware  of 
the  presence  of  David  and  his  g^ard.  They 
were  helpless  in  their  hands,  but  unconscious 
of  the  situation.  They  were  exposed  to  death 
but  did  not  know  it,  else  they  would  have 
been  filled  with  fear.  The  real  fact  is  they 
were  in  the  hands  of  .their  friends,  as  is 
shown  by  the  way  in  which  David  protected 
Saul  and  saved  him  and  all  his  men  alive. 
It  often  requires  a  shock  to  teach  us  who 
our  friends  are.  Ministers  and  missionaries 
are  among  the  best  friends  of  humanity, 
though  not  always  so  recognized. 

There  is  a  morcd  stupor  upon  the  people  of 
every  nation.  Especituly  is  this  true  of  the 
non-Christian  nations  of  the  world.  They  are 
enemies  to  those  who  would  bring  them  light 
and  help.  Yet  in  the  sluggishness  of  spirit 
they  are  asleep  and  helpless  before  the  Chris¬ 
tian  nations  of  the  world.  The  missionary  has 
learned  the  secret  of  their  weakness,  and  their 
interests  are  in  his  hands,  but  he  is  there  to 
do  them  good.  Soon  will  the  sleeping  Dragon 
of  the  Far  East  and  the  resentful  peoples 
of  the  Near  East  learn  that  the  missionary 
is  their  best  friend. 

David’s  greatness  was  manifest  in  sparing 
Saul,  though  Saul  had  been  pursuing  him. 
The  missionary  has  every  opportunity  to  show 
his  love  for  a  people  who  have  shown  no 
interest,  but  often  a  pronounced  hatred  for 
him.  Such  was  the  situation  with  the  early 
missionaries  to  the  South  Sea  Islands,  and 
such  was  the  relation  of  Mackay  in  East 
Africa  to  the  natives  of  Uganda.  A  true 
missionary  will  ever  suffer  wrong  rather  than 
do  wrong. 

David’s  armor  was  in  the  fact  that  he  was 
a  man  after  God’s  own  heart.  The  Eternal 
was  his  protection.  Many  have  been  sent 
from  home  and  loved  ones  to  carry  the  me.s- 
sage  of  hope  without  other  than  God’s  pres¬ 
ence  for  their  protection,  and  have  been  calm 
and  happy  in  time  of  peril.  To  be  on  the 
King's  business  is  greater  than  being  king. 
David  was  on  the  King’s  business,  and  God 
had  rejected  Saul  from  being  king  over  Is¬ 
rael.  it  pays  to  go  anywhere  in  the  service 
of  God. 

GAMMON  seminary. 


Epworth  League  Topic 

AUGUST  7 

By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 
FAMOUS  TEEN-AGERS 


(1  Tim.  4.  12; 

It  is  common  for  us  to  speak  of  children  as 
being  in  their  “teens.”  That’s  what  our  term, 
teen-age,  implies.  We  often  refer  to  this 
teen-age  as  the  fool  age;  we  must  not  forget 
that  it  is  also  the  age  of  big  achievement. 

The  Child  Is  Father  of  the  Man.  I  first 
saw  this  seemingly  paradoxical  statement  in 
the  old  Kellog  Rhetoric.  I  was  a  long  time 
puzzled  as  to  its  meaning;  I  think  I  have  it 
now.  It  means  that  the  qualities  which  the 
man  will  possess  are  foreshadowed  in  the 
child.  If  a  fellow  is  going  to  amount  to  any¬ 
thing,  there  wUl  be  unmistakable  signs  of  it 
in  the  youth.  There  may,  of  course,  be  some 
aberrations  during  the  period  of  adolescent 
adjustment,  but  this  cannot  obscure  the  real 
promise  that  will  be  patent. 

Youth  vs.  Age.  In  the  teaching  profession 
we  are  disposed  to  put  a  deal  of  stress  on 
experience.  We  always  want  teachers  to 
show  that  they  have  had  experience;  that 
gives  preference  for  employment.  Requiring 


Luke  2.  49) 

experience  is  another  way  of  preferring  older 
to  younger  folks  for  teaching.  It  has  always 
occurred  to  me  that  this  thing  is  overdone. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  not  all  experience 
is  profitable  unto  good  teaching.  If  I  had 
my  way,  I  would  usually  give  the  preference 
to  inexperienced  teachers,  provided  they  had 
ability,  ambition,  and  enthusiasm.  Some  of 
the  worst  teaching  I  have  seen  has  been  dis¬ 
pensed  by  some  of  these  folks  who  have  been 
soaked  for  forty  years  in  what  we  call  ex¬ 
perience.  Deliver  me  from  these  old  “set,” 
dogmatic,  sophisticated  pedagogs. 

Teen-Agers  Make  Dreams  Come  True. 
Read  your  history  With  your  mind  open;  you 
will  find  that  the  doers  of  big  deeds  have  been 
young  folks.  Steinmetz  was  still  young  when 
he  climbed  to  the  mountain  top  in  science 
and  mathematics.  Alexander  and  Napoleon 
were  still  youths  when  the  wqfld  bent  its 
knee  to  them.  Bryant  was  less  than  twenty 
when  he  penned  the  Imperishable  “Thana- 
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topsis.”  Dunbar  was  not  more  than  a  kid 
when  he  died,  but  bis  deft  fingers  had  drawn 
from  the  muse’s  lyre  the  richest  music  that 
ever  thrilled  the  world.  It  was  the  moral  and 


spiritual  idealism  of  a  youth  of  Nazareth  that 
“turned  the  world  upside  down.”  “Let  no 
man  despise  thy  youth.” 

MOEOAK  COLUOE. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Wilson,  La, — Wesley  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  The  Sunday  school  gave  a 
concert  on  Saturday  evening,  July  9,  con¬ 
ducted  by  James  Gair,  Dan  Allen,  and  James 
Mathes.  The  largest  crowd  in  the  history 
of  the  church  was  present  to  witness  the 
concert,  the  attendance  being  nearly  one 
tliousand.  This  church  is  reputed  to  oe  the 
best  in  the  rural  districts. — R.  B.  Sanford, 
Pastor. 

iVheeling,  IF.  Va. — Simpson  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  enjoyinj;  another  pros¬ 
perous  year  under  the  administration  of  the 
Rev.  Wm.  H.  Williams.  The  “Clean  Slate 
Campaign”  which  closed  Sunday,  July  3, 
1927,  netted  $1,262.61.  Old  debts  have  been 
liquidated,  parsonage  remodeled,  and  the 
pastor  and  people  are  anticipating  a  reigfn 
of  financial  peace  ahd  spiritual  prosperity. 
— J.  R.  Mason,  Recording  Steward. 

Macon,  Oa. — Warren  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  We  are  thankful  to  say 
that  we  have  just  closed  a  great  revival. 
Tlie  Rev.  J.  F.  Martin  preached  each  night 
and  conducted  the  meeting.  We  are  proud 
of  the  Rev.  Eli  T.  Michael,  who  is  doing 
such  great  work  in  Macon  along  all  lines. 
The  membership  has  increased,  and  the  pas¬ 
tor  is  loved  by  all  who  know  him.  We  are 
determined  to  put  the  program  over,  and  only 
ask  that  the  Conference^  return  the  Rev. 
Michael  to  us  for  another*  year.  More  work 
lias  been  accomplished  under  his  leadership 
than  in  any  previous  year. — Mrs.  Florence 
Story,  Reporter. 

Sykesville,  Md. — Sunday,  July  10,  was  cele¬ 
brated  as  Men’s  Day  at  Mt.  Gregory  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  At  11  A.  M.,  the 
]>astor.  Rev.  Eugene  Williams,  used  for  his 
text  1  Kings  2.  2,  “Be  Strong,  There¬ 
fore,  and  Show  Thyself  a  Man.”  At  3 
P.  M.,  the  pastor  chose  for  his  text,  1 
J ohn  3.  2,  “The  Glorious  Privileges  of  the 
Sons  of  God.”  The  entire  congregaticMi  was 
lifted  to  a  high  spiritual  level  while  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  sweet  music  rendered  by  the 
Catonsville  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  choir,  of  which  the  Rev.  James  Martin 
is  the  honored  pastor.  The  sum  of  $56.75  was 
laid  on  the  collection  table. — Reporter. 

Richmond,  Va. — On  Thursday  night.  May 
19,  1927,  a  band  of .  faithful  members  and 
friends  visited  the  parsonage  of  the  Asbury 
Methodist  Epicospal  Church  with  a  grand 
Jiantry  shower.  This  shower  consisted  of 
groceries  of  every  description,  with  gifts  of 
money.  The  promoters  of  this  project  were 
Mrs.  Virgie  Miles,  Mrs.  Geneva  Hayes,  Mrs. 
Annie  Epps,  and  Mrs.  Cecelia  Smith.  The 
welcome  address  was  made  by  the  pastor, 
Itev.  J.  A.  Reid.  On  the  verge  of  their 
departure,  the  pastor’s  wife  was  requested 
to  play  a  selection  on  the  piano.  For  a  while 
spirituals  and  other  hymns  of  praise  filled 
the  air.  Being  dismissed  with  prayer,  all 
left  l>appy,  promising  to  come  again. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss, — Sunday,  June  26, 
a  rally  was  conducted  at  Little  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  stewards  asked  for 
one  hundred  dollars  on  the  pastor’s  salary; 
we  raised  $72.16,  for  which  we  were  thank¬ 
ful.  The  pastor.  Rev.  B.  J.  Cooper,  preached 
a  soul-stirring  sermon  from  the  golden  text, 
“Come  ye  after  me,  and  I  will  make  you 
fishers  of  men.”  (Matt.  4,  19.)  He  touched 
the  hearts  of  all  who  heard  him.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  given  to  our  good  pastor. 
We  take  this  method  of  thanking  our  visit¬ 
ing  friends  who  co-operated  with  us  spiritu¬ 
ally  and  financially.  United  prayers  unlock 


locks.  Pray  for  our  continued  success. — 
The  Rev.  B.  J.  Cooper,  Pastor;  Mrs.  S.  E. 
Rice,  Reporter. 

Red  Springs,  N.  C. — President  David  D. 
Jones,  of  Bennett  College  for  Women, 
Greensboro,  N.  C.,  came  to  Red  Springs  July 
3  in  the  interest  of  the  college.  President 
Jones  gave  a  profound  as  well  as  interesting 
lecture  in  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  using  for  a  subject,  “From  What 
Source  Do  We  Get  Our  Happiness?”  He 
stated:  “We  get  our  happiness  not  in  the 
possession  of  things,  but  in  helpful  service 
rendered  to  humanity.”  The  lecture  was  to 
the  delight  of  all  who  heard  him.  The  Rev. 
Abernethy,  our  pastor,  is  doing  his  bit  to 
have  Red  Springs  well  represented  in  the 
student  body  of  Bennett  College  for  Women 
at  the  opening  session  of  the  school  this  fall. 
— Mrs.  L.  S.  Abernethy,  Reporter. 

Springfield,  Tenn. — St.  John  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  At  the  last  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  no  pastor  was  assigned  to  this  charge. 
We  did  not  lose  heart,  but  had  our  weekly 
meetings,  preaching  and  Sunday  school  each 
Sunday.  After  about  three  months,  the  Rev. 
E.  J.  Guthrie  was  sent  to  us.  He  can  only 
be  with  us  on  Sunday,  yet  we  are  moving 
on  nicely.  Our  efficient  trustee  board  has 
the  business  of  the  church  well  in  hand  and 
is  caring  for  the  indebtedness  of  the  church. 
Our  L^ies’  Aid  is  a  live  wire.  All  the 
departments  of  the  church  are  making  a 
creditable  showing.  Mothers’  Day  was  ob¬ 
served.  We  raised  more  than  eighteen  dol¬ 
lars  on  that  day  and  Easter  Sunday  for 
World  Service.  Children’s  Day  was  ob¬ 
served  and  a  splendid  program  rendered  on 
each  of  these  occasions.  We  are  spiritually 
alive  and  will  try  to  do  more  for  the  up¬ 
building  of  God’s  Kingdom. — The  Rev.  E.  J. 
Guthrie,  Pastor;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Porter,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Charleston,  W.  Fo. — On  the  22d  of  June, 
the  Queen  Esther  Girls  of  Simpson  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
held  their  first  “Girls’  Day.”  At  the  morn¬ 
ing  service  Miss  Opal  Morris,  the  president, 
presided.  The  following  program  was  ren- 
derer:  First  hymn  announced  by  Miss  Nannie 
Johnson;  prayer  by  Miss  Betty  Cooper; 
hymn  by  Miss  Virginia  Jones;  Scripture 
read  by  Miss  Lucille  Perkins;  notices  by 
Miss  Mayola  Neal;  psalter  led  by  Miss  Mary 
Ragland;  sermon  by  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Browne, 
the  pastor.  The  smaller  girls  gave  the  after¬ 
noon  program.  Ten-minute  talks  were  given 
to  them  by  the  following:  Mrs.  M.  B.  Ald¬ 
ridge,  Mr.  I.  C.  Cabell,  and  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Muse.  The  Queen  Esther  Girls  had  full 
charge  of  the  evening  program,  which  was  as 


District 

District  Rounds 

COLUMBUS  DISTRICT 

Second  Round — Wiley,  Broaddus,  Ur- 
bana,  Xenia,  August  4;  Elyria,  13,  14;  Lo¬ 
rain  (3  P.  M.),  14;  Oberlin  (8  P.  M.),  14; 
New  London,  16;  Centenary,  Columbus,  21, 
22;  Canton,  26;  Youngstown,  27,  28;  Akron, 
29;  Stewart,  Cleveland,  September  2;  Mt. 
Pilgrim,  3;  Cory,  4,  6;  Carlette  (8  P.  M.), 
4;  West  Side  C.  H.,  at  Cory,  6;  Mt.  Pleas¬ 
ant,  6;  Eleventh  Street,  Columbus,  11;  Ca¬ 
diz,  16;  Steubenville,  17,  18;  Martins  Ferry 
Ct,  19;  Bellaire  and  Bridgeport,  20;  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Avenue,  Columbus,  22 1  Portsmouth, 
24,  25;  Camden  Street,  Columbus,  27; 

Frambes,  Columbus,  29;  Dayton  and  C.  P., 
October  1,  2;  Troy  (8  P.  M.),  2;  Wheatland 
Avenue,  Columbus,  9;  Urban  Crest  (3  P.  M.), 


follows:  Hymn  announced  W  Miss  Louise 
Tyler ;  prayer.  Miss  Virrinia  Jones ;  Scripture 
read  by  Miss  Josephine  Pastell;  notices.  Miss 
Mayola  Neal;  instrumental  solo,  Miss  Mary 
Scott;  quartet— the  Misses  0^1  Morris, 
Nannie  Johnson,  Alms  Badger,  and  Virginia 
Jones;  recitation.  Miss  Margaret  Robinson; 
paper.  Miss  Opal  Morris;  recitation.  Miss 
Virginia  Jones;  remarks,  Mrs.  Towles;  clos¬ 
ing  remarks  and  presentation  of  Bible  by 
Mrs.  S.  C.  Love.  The  Bible  was  presented 
to  Miss  Opal  Morris,  who  had  raised  the 
largest  amount  of  money — eighteen  dollars. 
The  following  girls  were  ushers:  Misses 
Blanche  Neal,  Alma  Badger,  Mary  Raj^and, 
and  Margaret  Webster.  The  total  collection 
for  the  day  was  $66,  which  was  turned  over 
to  World  Service.  The  female  choir  was  di¬ 
rected  by  Miss  Maude  J.  Wanzer.  Mrs. 
S.  C.  Love  managed  and  directed  the  pro¬ 
gram. — Miss  Opal  Morris,  Reporter. 

Chicago,  III. — St.  Mark  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church:  The  work  of  the  St.  Mark  Church 
is  advancing  very  rapidly  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Redmond.  At  the  re¬ 
cent  session  of  the  Lexington  Conference  the 
Rev.  S.  P.  Jenkins  was  appointed  associate 
pastor.  To  the  Rev.  Jenkins  and  wife  the 
membership  has  extended  a  very  kind  and 
cordial  welcome.  The  Rev.  Jenkins  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  and 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University.  He  has  had  two 
years  of  active  experience  as  pastor  at  Dela¬ 
ware,  Ohio,  hence  he  comes  fully  equipped 
with  the  necessary  preparation  and  experience 
for  rendering  large  service.  He  is  devoting 
his  time  mostly  to  the  development  of  the 
young  people’s  church,  composed  of  the  youth 
of  the  church  under  twenty  years  of  age.  The 
lecture  room  has  been  beautifully  decorated, 
a  new  piano  and  400  new  chairs  have  been 
installed  for  the  comfort  of  the  young  peo¬ 
ple.  They  have  their  own  official  board  and 
vested  choir.  The  program  being  formulated 
is  frought  with  large  promise.  All  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  church  are  showing  signs  of 
growth,  numerically,  financially,  and  spirit¬ 
ually.  Mr.  Robert  Woods,  a  member  of  St. 
Mark,  who  recently  departed  this  life,  left  to 
the  church  the  sum  of  $1,000.  The  class 
and  Sunday  offerings  are  averaging,  weekly, 
$250  and  $160  respectively.  With  this  situa¬ 
tion  existing,  the  current  expenses  and  be¬ 
nevolences  are  taken  care  of  in  a  fine  way, 
and  extraordinary  headway  is  being  made  in 
our  financial  program  for  the  St.  Mark  Ca¬ 
thedral.  The  Board  of  Education  took  over 
the  block  where  the  Wahneta  Day  Nursery 
was  located,  and  paid  for  said  property  $9- 
200.  Mrs.  S.  E.  Hinton,  former  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  nursery,  has  been  transferred 
to  the  church  staff,  and  is  doing  the  welfare 
work  of  the  church.  On  June  1,  a  four 
months’  rally  was  launched  for  the  new  church 
building.  There  are  two  divisions  among  the 
membership:  the  Reds,  under  the  leadership 
of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jackson;  and  the  Blues, 
under  Attorney  J.  E.  Wilkins.  Encouraging 
reports  are  being  made  weekly.  The  build¬ 
ing  committee  has  drafted  plans  for  the  blue 
print,  and  it  is  our  hope  to  break  ground 
after  the  rally,  September  26.  Pray  for  us. 
— Reporter. 


Activities 

9;  Toledo,  16,  16;  Clair,  Columbus,  18;  Lee 
Avenue,  Columbus,  20;  Marion  (11  A.  M.), 
20;  Delaware  (4  P.  M.),  23;  Marietta,  26; 
White  Street,  Columhus,  27;  Parker  Street, 
Columbus,  30;  Lincoln  Heights,  Columbus 
(3  P.  M.),  30.  The  District  Conference 
will  convene  August  2,  at  2  P.  M.,  at  Spring- 
field,  Ohio.  Please  arrange,  as  pastors,  to 
pay  your  Minute  money  at  this  Conference. 
The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  charge  will 
be  the  same  as  last  yegr,  wtth  very  few  ex¬ 
ceptions.  The  district  stewards  will  meet 
Thursday,  August  4,  at  3  P.  M.,  at  Spring- 
field.  The  outstanding  questions  of  the 
church  will  be  discussed  at  this  meeting. 
Come  prepared  to  speak  and  listen.  Faith¬ 
fully  yours,  T.  L.  Ferguson,  District  Su¬ 
perintendent,  1624  Harvard  Avenue,  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio. 
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MARSHALL  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Round — Longview,  August  7,  8; 
Daingerfleld,  6,  7;  Ebeneser,  14,  16;  Mal- 
lalieu,  14-16;  Jefferson,  20,  21;  Lassatcr,  27, 
28;  Waskom,  28,  29;  Concordia,  September 
8,  4;  Ore  City,  ^  4;  Texarkana,  9-11;  Tex¬ 
arkana  Ct.,  10,  11;  Hawkins,  17,  18;  Mineola, 
24,  26;  St.  James,  26,  26;  Harleton,  October 

1,  2;  Smlthland,  8,  9;  Queen  City,  16,  16; 
Woodlawn,  22,  28;  Lodi,  29,  80;  Marchall 
Ct.,  November  6,  6;  Pittsburg,  12,  18.  Dear 
Brethren:  Just  a  few  more  months  to  Con¬ 
ference.  Do  your  best  on  all  claims.  Try 
to  put  the  Southwestern  in  every  home  in 
your  charge.  Yours  in  His  name,  E.  H. 
Holden,  District  Superintendent. 

NAVASOTA  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Round — Navasota  Station,  July  81 
to  August  1 ;  Anderson,  13,  14 ;  Bedias,  20,  21 ; 
East  Hempstead,  27,  28;  Hempstead,  28,  29; 
Madisonville,  September  3,  4 ; ,  Brenham  Ct., 
10,  11;  Brenham  Station,  11,  12;  Sealey,  17, 
18;  Brookshire,  24,  26;  Bellville,  October  1, 
2;  Stoneham,  8,  9;  Caldwell,  16,  16;  Millican, 
22,  23;  Lyons,  29,  30;  Hufsmith,  November 
6,  6;  Hockley,  12,  13;  Navasota  Ct.,  19,  20.— 
A.  J.  Newton,  District  Superintendent. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

ABERDEEN,  MISS. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
at  League  Chapel,  on  the  Pleasant  circuit, 
June  18  and  19,  with  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  B.  W.  Wynn,  presiding.  After 
an  excellent  address  by  the  superintendent, 
the  roll  was  called  and  quite  a  few  of  the 
officers  responded  with  splendid  reports. 
Sunday  was  a  gfreat  day;  the  superintendent 
preatched  a  soul-stirring  sermon  from  2  Tim. 

2.  8,  “Remember  Jesus  Christ.”  Everyone 
was  benefited  by  these  remarks.  Collection 
good.— The  Rev.  J.  T.  Cannon,  Pastor;  Mrs. 
Mary  F.  Crawford,  Reporter. 

BASTROP,  LA. 

Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Mt.  Olive  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
June  24-27,  with  the  district  superintendent, 
Rev.  C.  Spears,  presiding.  All  officers  were 
present  with  written  reports,  which  showed 
an  improvement  over  the  second  quarter,  with 
which  the  district  superintendent  was  well 
pleased.  On  Sunday,  at  3  P.  M.,  the  Love 
Feast  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  D.  H. 
Young;  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Moore,  of  the 
Colored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
spirit  at  this  service  ran  high  and  everyone 
was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  Sunday 
night,  at  8  o’clock,  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent  preached  to  an  appreciative  audience. 
His  text  was  taken  from  Gen.  4.  9;  subject, 
“Be  Strong.”  Those  who  heard  this  won¬ 
derful  sermon  were  filled  with  a  more  de¬ 
termined  resolution  to  take  on  new  faith. 
The  district  superintendent’s  wife  was  with 
him  and  organised  the  “Busy  Bee  Club”  in 
our  church.  Collections  during  the  Confer¬ 
ence  amounted  to  $44.31. — The  Rev.  J.  L. 
Jackson,  Pastor;  Hunter  C.  Steptoe,  Re¬ 
porter. 

GUEYDAN,  LA. 

The  Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  held  our  Quarterly  Conference  at 
Mt.  Carmel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
All  reports  were  good,  and  we  paid  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  in  full.  The  Rev.  Hamp- 
ton  preached  at  11  A.  M.  and  again  at  night, 
and  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  was  with  us  in 
the  meeting.  Three  members  were  added  to 
the  church.  Pray  that  our  success  will  be 
what  the  Lord  would  have  it  be. — Clement 
Hundly,  Reporter. 

GRIFFIN,  GA. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Griffin  circuit  was  held,  July  9  and  10,  at 
Hosanna  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Dr. 
D.  H.  Stanton  presiding.  Eveiy  item  of  the 
business  was  carefully  attended  to.  All  re- 
ports  were  good.  T^e  Rev.  P.  L.  Inman, 
of  Griffin;  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Daniel,  and  the 
Rev.  Oneal,  of  Hampton,  were  visitors  to  the 
Conference.  Our  church  work  is  in  fine  shape 
and  we  are  going  on.  Doctor  Stanton  was 
compelled  to  leave  before  the  end  of  the 
Conference  and  the  work  was  given  over 


to  the  Rev.  Inman.  On  Sunday,  the  pastor. 
Rev.  Lee,  preached  an  inspiring  sermon  from 
St.  Luke  16.  10.  We  are  thankful  to  the 
Conference  for  giving  us  this  great  leader. 
If  we  will  follow  him,  success  is  ours  this 
year.  Dr.  A.  M.  Wilkins  and  Brother  Gray, 
of  Griffin,  were  visitors  at  the  morning  serv¬ 
ice.  Dortor  Wilkins  made  a  splendid  taik. 
We  wil.  be  glad  to  have  these  brethren  come 
again.  Total  raised,  $47.76. — Mrs.  Cora  Pure, 
Reporter. 

JASPER,  TEXAS 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  Gilder  is  a  man  equal  to 
the  task  of  leading  the  Beaumont  District. 
He  came  to  the  Jasper-Newton  circuit  with 
a  smile,  and  left  the  same  way.  The  first 
quarter  he  raised  $76;  the  second,  $318.60; 
tnird,  $60.  We  closed  our  third  Quarterly 
Conference  in  fine  shape.  One  subscription 
was  taken  for  the  Southwestern.  At  11  A.  M. 
and  at  8  P.  M.  we  were  all  made  to  feel  glad. 
At  12.30  P.  M.  dinner  was  served  at  the 
church,  with  the  Rev.  Gilder  at  the  head  of 
the  table.  A  delicious  menu  was  served.  The 
district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full,  $36. 
The  pastor,  Rev.  W.  L.  Sonier,  was  paid  $10, 
and  on  June  22  he  left  for  Jasper  with  a  car 
filled  with  many  good  things.  The  fourth 
quarter  will  be  held  at  Jamestown,  Texas. — 
Mrs.  Elisabeth  Hadnott,  Reporter.  • 

JOHNVILLE,  ARK. 

We  are  glad  to  say  that  we  are  spiritually 
alive  and  the  Lord  is  leading  us  on.  Our 
third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  at  Wil¬ 
son  Chapel,  Dr.  W.  S.  Sherrill,  the  district 
superintendent,  presiding.  He  preached  a 
great  sermon  on  Sunday  at  11  A.  M.  Thirty- 
five  persons  partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
Paid  'superintendent  $17.73.  The  Rev.  R.  J. 
Tolbert,  pastor,  preached  a  very  able  ser¬ 
mon  at  night.  Class  leaders  reported  in . 
full.  We  are  trying  to  do  our  bit.  We  can¬ 
not  fail,  because  the  Lord  is  our  helper. — 
Mrs.  Minnie  B.  Couser,  Reporter. 

MONTBROOK,  FLA. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
Sunday,  July  3,  at  6.W  P.  M.  The  district 
superintendent.  Dr.  D.  S.  Selmore,  presided. 

■  The  reports  showed  that  the  church  is  in  a 
prospetous  condition  and  the  work  of  finish¬ 
ing  the  church  is  in  progress.  Our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Bell,  is  an  untiring  worker. 
We  feel  that  he  will  do  his  part  by  the 
church  and  membership  this  year.  We  are 
trying  to  complete  the  church  within  the 
next  sixty  days,  and  we  feel  that  under  the 
leadership  of  our  pastor  the  church  will  be 
finished  and  new  members  added  to  the  roll. 
Our  pastor  preached  an  able  sermon  from 
Gen.  18.  21.  Collection  for  the  day  was 
$6.01.  Pray  for  us. — M.  E.  Edwards,  Re¬ 
porter. 

NEWTON,  MISS. 

Sylvester  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
On  July  9  and  10,  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Morgan, 
our  district  superintendent,  held  our  third 
Quarterly  Conference.  At  11  A.  M.,  he 
preached  a  wonderful  sermon.  We  were  glad 
to  have  with  us  Dr.  J.  B.  F.  Shaw,  who 
spoke  concerning  our  school.  Haven  Teachers’ 
College.  At  8  P.  M.,  the  •superintendent 
preached  another  sermon.  Ail  who  heard  it 
were  benefited.  Sixty-three  persons  partook 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  We  paid  superin¬ 
tendent  $17.60,  and  pastor  $32.60. — The  Rev. 
S.  L.  Harrison,  Pastor;  Ada  Steele,  Re- 


quartef  held  here.  We  regretted  very  much 
to  lose  our  former  superintendent,  but  feel 
assured  that  we  have  another  worthy  and 
efficient  man.  Paid  district  superintendent 
in  full.  Forty-two  partook  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper.  The  district  superintendent 
preached  a  very  inspiring  sermon.  This  is 
our  pastor’s'  first  year,  and  we  intend  to  fall 
in  line  with  him  in  building  a  new  church. 
— The  Rev.  L.  C.  Dawkins,  Pastor;  C.  I. 
Knox,  Reporter. 

WAVELAND,  MISS. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  con¬ 
vened  at  St.  Roch  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  May  28  and  29.  Dr.  E.  A.  Wilson, 
the  district  superintendent,  was  absent,  and 
the  pastor.  Rev.  James  Gaddis,  presided. 
He  dispatched  the  business  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  in  a  masterly  way.  All  officers  were 
present  with  written  reports.  Our  church 
work  is  progressing  along  all  lines.  Raised 
$26;  paid  district  superintendent  in  full. — 
W.  N.  Richardson,  Reporter. 

Obituaries 

BALDWIN — Sister  Henrietta  Baldwin,  one 
of  the  oldest  members  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Macon,  Miss.,  passed  away 
during  the  month  of  June.  She  was  the 
mother  of  six  children,  four  having  preceded 
her  to  the  grave.  A  son  and  daughter  sur¬ 
vive.  Sister  Baldwin  was  said  to  be  about 
110  years  of  age.  The  church  mourns  her 
passing. — M.  M.  Henderson,  Reporter. 

BELL— Sister  Alice  D.  Bell  passed  away  on 
May  8,  1927,  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  where  she  had 
gone  for  treatment.  She  came  to  Starkville, 
Miss.,  from  Jackson,  several  years  ago,  a 
widow  with  six  children.  Two  have  pre¬ 
ceded  her  to  the  grave  and  four  survive, 
together  with  three  grandchildren.  The  fu¬ 
neral  was  largely  attended  at  Starkville  on 
May  16.  Sister  Bell  leaves  a  husband  and 
many  friends  to  mourn  her  passing. — R.  O. 
Belle,  Reporter. 

BELL — On  Monday,  June  20,  1927,  a  gloom 
was  cast  over  the  membership  of  St.  Paul 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  town 
of  Biloxi,  Miss.,  when  death  claimed  Sister 
Anna  Bell,  who  was  well  known  throughout 
the  State,  having  conducted  the  leading 
boarding  house  in  this  town.  She  was  a 
member  of  Class  No.  9,  of  which  the  pastor’s 
wife  is  leader.  She  leaves  husband,  father, 
mother,  sisters,  brothers,  son,  and  a  host  of 
friends  to  mourn.  Her  body  was  taken  'to 
New  Orleans,  her  old  home,  by  her  husband, 
for  interment. — Reporter. 

BOOKER — Brother  John  Booker,  a  faithful 
member  and  local  preacher  in  Green’s  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Altair,  Texas, 
passed  to  his  final  reward.  May  28,  1927. 
His  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  beyond 
some  years  ago.  Brother  Booker  lived  in 
the  church  for  eighty  years  and  never  gave 
his  church  the  least  trouble.  He  was  the 
father  of  ten  children,  seventy-four  grand¬ 
children,  122  great-grandchildren,  and  twenty 
great-great-grandchildren.  He  was  a  de¬ 
voted  husband  and  father  and  was  loved  by 
his  church  and  neighbors.  He  is  survived 
by  four  children  and  many  friends.  The  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  D.  F.  Vance,  ofiBciated,  assisted  by 
the  Revs.  Waters,  Mosby,  and  F.  H.  Hines. 
— Mrs.  L.  B.  Glover,  Reporter. 


porter. 

STATE  LINE,  MISS. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
July  2  and  3,  with  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Smith, 
district  superintendent,  presiding.  Most  of 
the  officers  were  present  with  good  reports, 
and  the  district  superintendent  was  paid  in 
full.  He  preached  an  excellent  sermon  on 
Sunday  at  our  church  at  Pleasant  Ridge, 
taking  his  text  from  St.  Luke  6.  10.  Amount 
raised,  $32.66.  We  are  making  preparation 
for  our  District  Conference  and  are  doing 
all  we  can  to  make  it  a  success.  The  Rev. 
Sam  Harris,  our  pastor,  has  things  well  in 
hand.  Pray  for  our  success. — Reporter. 

SIKESTON,  MD. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Sikeston  charge  was  held  June  18  and  19, 
with  the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  G.  D. 
Hancock,  in  the  chair.  This  was  his  first 


BROOKS — Bro.  Richard  Jefferson  Brooks, 
born  in  Opelousas,  La.,  St.  Landry  parish, 
eighty-four  years  ago,  was  called  from  labor 
to  reward  at  his  home  in  Franklin,  La,,  May 
28,  1927.  He  became  a  Christian  fifty  years 
ago  and  joined  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Franklin.  He  lived  a  consistent 
Christian  through  all  these  years.  He  was  a 
leader  both  in  church  and  State.  Fifty  years 
ago  he  married  his  first  wife  and  three  chil¬ 
dren  of  that  union  survive  him.  Thirty  years 
ago  he  married  the  present  wife.  Sister  Cora 
Brooks.  Three  children  were  born  to  this 
union  who  preceded  him  to  the  grave.  Three 
children,  one  daughter-in-law,  two  sons-in- 
law,  one  grandchild,  two  great  grandchil¬ 
dren,  and  three  great-great-grandchildren 
mourn  his  passing.  His  funeral  was  attended 
not  only  by  the  members  of  Asbury  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  societies  to 
which  he  belonged,  but  also  by  many  friends. 
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The  Masonic  Fraternity,  of  which  he  was 
founder  in  this  city,  took  an  active  part  in 
the  ceremonies.  The  funeral  was  preached 
by  the  pastor. — J.  O.  Richards,  Pastor. 

RROWN — The  Rev.  J.  B.  Brown,  a  very 
prominent  and  proAcient  business  man  of 
Morrilton,  Ark.,  died  Tuesday  morning.  May 

17,  1927.  He  was  an  old  citieen  of  Morril¬ 
ton  and  a  retired  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  leaves  'Ave  sons,  one 
daughter,  and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  his 
passing.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  tbe 
pastor.  Rev.  J.  H.  Henry,  in  his  home  church, 
Wesley  Chapel.  The  funeral  was  largely 
attended.  The  sermon  was  delivered  by  the 
district  superintendent.  Rev.  J.  L.  Bryan,  of 
the  Fort  Smith  District. — Reporter. 

BROWN — Bro.  Tom  Brown,  a  faithful  mem¬ 
ber  of  Haven  Chapel,  Angleton,  Texas,  died 
during  the  month  of  June,  after  a  very  brief 
illness.  Brother  Tom  had  been  a  servant  of 
Christ  for  Afty-Ave  years,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six.— R.  H.  Warren,  Reporter. 

BROWN — Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  S.  J.  Brown, 
of  Helena,  Ark.,  passed  to  his  eternal  reward, 
after  a  brief  illness  of  four  weeks,  on  June 

18,  1927.  The  funeral  service  was  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Hatchett,  district  superin¬ 
tendent.  Eulogies  were  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
B.  F.  Scott  and  the  Ministerial  Alliance  of 
the  city.  The  Rev.  Brown  was  born  in  1869, 
in  Shelby  County,  Tenn.  He  entered  the 
Little  Rock  Conference  in  1897,  and  was 
a  faithful  pastor.  He  served  wherever  he  was 
appointed  and  did  what  he  thought  best  for 
his  charge  and  people.  He  attended  Phi¬ 
lander  Smith  College.  Many  resolutions  were 
read  by  members  and  friends.  There  were 
many  beautiful  Aoral  designs.  He  leaves  to 
cherish  his  memory  a  wife  and  one  child  and 
a  host  of  friends.  All  of  his  brethren  of  the 
Conference  will  cherish  his  memory. — J.  H. 
Hatchett,  Reporter. 

BURREL — On  Thursday  night,  June  23, 
1927,  in  Mandeville,  La.,  deftth  stole  from  the 
home  of  Mr.  Marshall  Barrel  a  dear  wife, 
a  loving  mother,  and  a  beautiful  Christian 
character  in  the  person  of  Sister  Ella  Barrel. 
Sister  Barrel  was  born  in  Madisonville,  La., 
February  2,  about  Afty-six  years  ago.  In 
1885,  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Marshall  Barrel, 
to  which  union  were  born  seven  daughters 
and  four  sons,  two  daughters  having  preceded 
her  to  the  great  beyond.  Sbe  was  happily 
converted  in  1916  and  joined  Newel  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  during  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Haywood,  from  which 
time  she  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life.  Sis¬ 
ter  Burrel  leaves  a  husband,  Ave  daughters, 
four  sons,  a  sister,  and  a  host  of  other  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends  to  mourn  their  loss.  The 
funeral  was  held  at  Newel  Chapel  Methodist 
Ej)iscopal  Church,  Sunday,  June  26.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  ministers  spoke  on  her  life:  the  Rev. 
Foster,  of  the  Baptist  Church;  the  Rev.  Sor¬ 
rell,  a  former  pastor;  the  Rev.  T.  R.  Albert, 
present  pastor,  and  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Haywood, 
who  delivered  the  principal  message. — Rev. 
T.  R.  Albert,  Pastor. 

ELLIS — The  omnipotent  Father  saw  At  to 
call  from  our  midst  Brother  William  Ellis. 
He  was  one  of  the  pillars  of  Eleventh  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
faithful  and  true  to  the  end,  doing  what  he 
could  for  Kingdom  building.  He  leaves  to 
mourn  their  loss  a  wife,  three  daughters,  two 
Sons,  and  grandson.  TTie  church  will  miss 
Brother  Ellis  in  every  undertaking.  The 
Rev.  F.  W.  Davis,  pastor,  officiated.  The 
funeral  was  largely  attended. — F.  W.  Twitty, 
Reporter. 

Ervin — John  Ervin  was  accidentally  killed 
at  the  E.  L.  Young  Lumber  Company,  Smith- 
ville.  Miss.,  with  whom  he  had  worked  for 
sixteen  years.  The  company  bore  all  funeral 
expenses,  and  members  of  the  Arm  spoke  very 
commendably  of  the  deceased.  The  Rev.  S.  S. 
Brown,  our  pastor,  attended  the  funeral. — 
Henrietta  Jackson,  Reporter. 

FOXWORTH — Death  visited  our  ranks  at 
Tylertown,  Miss.,  and  claimed  our  beloved 
brother,  F.  L.  Foxworth.  He  was  a  faithful 
member  of  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  a  good  worker  for  the  Lord. 
He  served  as  secretary  and  class  leader  for 
many  years.  He  leaves  to  mourn  their .  loss 


a  wife,  two  sisters,  four  brothers,  a  host  of 
relatives  and  friends.  Brother  Foxworth 
was  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  W. 
Middleton,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  D.  J.  Ross, 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. — Marie 
Badon,  Reporter. 

GALLION — Elisabeth  Gallion,  a  loyal  and 
faithful  member  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  West  Point,  Miss.,  passed  to 
the  great  beyond.  May  28,  1927.  She  was 
conAned  to  the  bed  for  three  weeks.  She  was 
a  peaceful  and  lovable  character,  and  died 
as  she  lived.  She  is  survived  by  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  a  nephew,  niece,  and  a  host  of  friends. 
The  Aoral  offerings  were  many.  The  funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the 
Rev.  W.  M.  Brownridge,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
J.  J.  Johnson,  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Cameron,  of 
our  church,  and  the  Rev.  Colbert,  of  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  Baptist  Church.— Mrs.  Virgia  H.  Cot¬ 
trell,  Reporter. 

GREEN — The  Rev.  Samuel  Green,  pastor  at 
Lafayette,  La.,  Lake  Charles  District, 
Louisiana  Conference,  died  in  Flint-Good- 
ridge  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  June  9,  1927. 
The  Rev.  Green  had  given  thirty-one  years 
of  faithful  service  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  He  was  a  great  preacher;  many  souls 
were  brought  to  Christ  by  his  ministry.  He 
was  not  easily  discouraged.  As  a  humorist, 
his  place  to  this  date  has  not  been  equaled  in 
our  Conference.  He  served  the  following 
charges:  St.  Luke  and  Plainview,  3  years; 
Slaughter  and  Rylander,  2;  Mt.  Carmel,  1; 
Rosedale,  4;  Washington,  La.,  2;  CheneyviUe, 
1;  Melville  and  Woodside,  1;  Eola,  1;  Bas¬ 
trop,  1;  Crawford  and  Glenco,  3;  Bunkie,  I; 
Welch,  2;  Port  Allen,  2;  Olivia,  4;  Mt.  Nebo, 
1 ;  Lafayette,  2.  His  funeral  was  attended 
at  Crowley,  La.,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  W. 
J.  Hampton,  district  superintendent.  The 
following  ministers  participated  in  the  serv¬ 
ice:  the  Revs.  M.  H.  Well,  E.  Jones,  pre¬ 
siding  elder,  J.  C.  Harris,  G.  W.  Johnson, 
and  S.  Franklin,  of  the  Colored  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church;  C.  W.  Williams,  of  the 
Baptist  Church;  J.  D.  McCain,  F.  Alridge. 
The  funeral  sermon  was  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  J.  E.  Rolax.  The  choir  rendered  ap¬ 
propriate  music.  He  was  laid  to  rest  with 
honors  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of  Crowley, 
La. — H.  L.  Clark,  Pastor. 

HARVEY — Sister  Ellen  Griffin  Harvey,  a 
faithful  member  of  Haven  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Columbia,  Texas,  departed 
this  life  at  her  home,  June  21,  1927.  She 
was  born  in  Matagorda  County,  Texas,  Au¬ 
gust,  1860,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years.  She  was  converted  and  joined  Haven 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  under  the 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Mason  Reddix,.  in  1874, 
and  lived  a  faithful  Christian.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Bro.  B.  Griffin,  and  to  that  union  were 
born  eleven  children.  She  was  buried  with 
honors  by  the  Ancient  Order  of  Pilgrims. 
The  following  ministers  spoke:  the  Rev.  F. 
Norwood;  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Marshall,  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church;  the  Rev.  Lim,  of 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
the  Rev.  W.  H.  Warren,  who  delivered  the 
funeral  sermon. — R.  H.  Warren,  Reporter. 

HOLLAND — The  funeral  service  for  Mrs. 
Erstyne  Holland,  who  died  June  11,  1927, 
was  held  Tuesday  afternoon,  June  14,  at 
Seney’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  of  which  she  was  a  faith¬ 
ful  member  and  worker.  The  services  were 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  A.  F.  Shockley,  pas¬ 
tor,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Brisco,  pastor  of 
Warren  Temple,  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  Mrs.  Holland  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  Mr.  Francis  Hol¬ 
land,  and  seven  small  children,  father,  two 
faithful  sisters,  and  a  host  of  friends.-^as- 
per  Jackson,  Reporter. 

HOLMES — Bro.  A.  L.  Holmes  departed  this 
life  June  2,  1927.  He  was  a  member  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
forty-three  years;  was  Sunday-school  treas¬ 
urer,  leader  of  Class  No.  4,  and  steward. 
Though  over  seventy  years  of  kge,  he  at¬ 
tended  services  regularly.  He  leaves  to 
mourn  a  loving  wife,  a  devoted  son,  nephew, 
and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends. — Mrs. 
M.  E.  Wilburn,  Reporter. 
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HOLLY — Mrs.  Rebecca  Holly,  one  of  the  old¬ 
est  members  of  Warren  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  was 
born  about  seventy-Ave  years  ago  at  Louis¬ 
ville,  _Ky.,  and  departed  this  life  June  16, 
1927,  in  full  triumph  of  faith.  She  leaves  a 
husband,  daughters,  and  a  host  of  friends  to 
mourn  their  loss.  The  pastor.  Rev.  E.  M. 
Madden,  being  away,  the  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  Gibson,  a  retired  minister 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — Re¬ 
porter. 


JOHNSON — Sister  Edith  B.  Johnson,  a 
young  woman  of  only  twenty-six  years  of 
passed  to  the  great  beyond,  Sunday, 
May  8,  1927,  at  Starkville,  Miss.  She  wus  a 
faithful  church  member  while  in  this  city, 
and  was  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand. 
She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing,  husband, 
father,  mother,  one  child,  and  other  relatives 
and  friends.  The  funeral  was  conducted  at 
Griffin  Chapel  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  Z.  T. 
Powell. — R.  O.  Belle,  Reporter. 

JACQUES — Robert  J.  Jacques  was  born  a 
slave  in  Laurens,  S.  C.,  December,  1844.  He 
was  brought  to  Arkansas  in  1864.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Joanna  Murphy  Jacques  in 
1872.  To  this  union  twelve  children  were 
born,  of  whom  four  are  still  living.  His  son, 
the  Rev.  A.  D.  Jacques,  is  a  member  of  the 
West  Texas  Conference,  and  he  is  also  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Sam  Huston 
College.  His  grandson,  Robert  Jacques,  Jr., 
is  principal  of  Silver  Ridge  school,  the  lead¬ 
ing  school  in  Sevier  County.  He  lived  a  cit¬ 
izen  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  for  sixty-six 
years,  and  to-day  the  State  points  to  him 
with  pride  as  an  outstanding  example  in  eco¬ 
nomic  life.  As  a  business  man  he  had  no 
peer,  and  was  often  consulted  by  those  who 
were  supposed  to  have  been  in  advance  along 
business  lines.  He  was  indeed  a  successful 
farmer.  He  was  truly  a  father,  and  the 
whole  story  of  his  life  is  told  through  the 
life  of  his  children.  He  was  converted  under 
the  Rev.  G.  A.  Hall  in  1907,  joined  Holly 
Springs  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
lived  a  member  till  his  death.  He  died  Satur¬ 
day  morning,  April  21,  1927.  The  funeral  was 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  L.  C.  Williams,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Lockesburg  charge.  Special  se¬ 
lections  were  sung  by  the  Young  Men’s  Glee 
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funeral  of  Sister  Annie  Kilpatrick,  who 
for  many  years  helped  to  bear  the  burden 
of  the  church.  She  was  faithful  every  step 
of  the  way.  She  was  eighty-three  years  of 
age,  and  true  to  the  end.  She  leaves  loved 
ones  and  many  friends  to  mourn  her  de¬ 
parted  life. — Reporter. 

MITCHELL— Sister  Clara  Mitchell,  wife  of 
Bro.  Tony  Mitchell,  was  called  from  labor  to 
reward.  May  26,  1927.  She  professed  a  hope 
in  Christ  ten  years  ago  in  a  revival  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  J.  R.  McNair.  Sister 
Mitchell  put  her  whole  heart  into  the  work 
of  her  church  and  was  a  great  soul  winner. 
She  was  the  president  of  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Socie^  of  Shady  Grove 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Leaksville, 
N.  C.  The  church  and  society  have  lost  one 
of  its  best  members,  and  she  will  be  greatly 
missed.  Her  Christlike  spirit  and  angelic 
smiles  won  for  her  a  great  host  of  friends 
among  both  races.  She  was  a  welcome  guest 
wherever  she  went.  She  leaves  a  husband, 
two  sons,  one  daughter,  grandmother,  and 
other  relatives  to  mourn  her  passing.  Her 
body  was  carried  to  Newbern  and  buried 
ip  Dover  Cemetery.  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  gave  beautiful  floral  de¬ 
signs. — Mrs.  Maggie  Roberts,  Reporter. 

NEWMAN — Mrs.  Elisa  Newman  departed 
this  life  May  13,  1927,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years.  She  joined  St.  Mark  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Opelousas,  La.,  two  weeks  ago. 
She  leaves  a  husband,  one  son,  mother-in- 
law,  three  sisters-in-law,  a  brother-in-law, 
and  other  relatives  and  friends  to  mourn  her 
passing.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  L.  H.  Smith,  pastor. — Reporter. 

PORTER — The  Rev.  E.  Porter,  a  member 
of  Union  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Omaha,  Neb.,  departed  this  life  June 
10,  1927,  He  was  born  in  Oxford,  Miss., 
February  11,  1863,  and  became  a  member 
of  the  church  in  early  manhood.  After  com¬ 
ing  to  Omaha,  he  joined  this  church  and 
remained  faithful  until  death.  He  will  be 
greatly  missed  for  his  service.  He  leaves 
to  mourn  his  passing,  wife,  one  son,  sister, 
brother,  and  a  host  of  friends.  The  funeral 
was  largely  attended.  The  Rev.  Smiley,  a 
visiting  minister,  conducted  the  service,  as¬ 
sisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Wade,  pastor.— 
LIPSCOMB — On  May  31,  J927,  Sister  Annie  D.  E.  Kirksey,  Reporter. 

E.  Lipscomb  passed  from  labor  to  reward.  _  . 

She  was  the  wife  and  traveling  companion  RAMSES  Mrs.  Henri^a  Southall  Ramsey, 
for  sixteen  years  of  the  Rev.  W.  N.  G.  Lips-  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  B.  Ramsey,  a  pioneer  of 
comb,  a  retired  minister  of  the  Mississippi  Negro  physicians  in  South  Texas,  died  a 
Conference.  She  filled  positions  of  honor  their  West  Dallas  Avenue, 

and  trust  in  the  church  of  her  choice;  she  Thursday,  May  19,  at  10.60  P.  M.  ^e  u- 
labored  unceasingly  for  her  church  in  The  neral  was  held  from  the  re^dence,  with  serv^- 
After  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  and  ices  at  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Sunday  school.  She  connected  herself  with  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Lovell,  pastor,  officiating, 
Christian  Banner  Church,  February,  1927,  Monday  afternoon.  May  23,  and  this  by  a 
and  asked  for  her  Sunday-school  class,  rare  coincidence  was  the  f^ty-sixth  anni- 
which  she  taught  when  her  husband  pas-  versary  of  her  marriage  to  Doctor  Ramsey, 
tored  here  four  years.  One  son,  two  daugh-  Other  ministers  who  took  part  hi  servi  cs 
ters,  husband,  and  a  host  of  friends  are  left  at  Trinity  were:  W.  A.  Fortson.  Ur. 

to  mourn  her  passing.— P.  W.  Baldwin,  Pas-  A.  W.  Carr,  Dr.  J. 
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Wa  will  iliwii  fiillj  maka  any  eorreetiona  or  entriaa  where  neeaaaary.  A  poateard  requaat  le  all 
that  is  expeeted.  Diatriet  SaperinteDdenta  will  kindly  enter  theirs  as  early  os  poaaibla 

Diet.  Supt. 

JL  A.  Haynes 
J.  S.  Carroll 
.W.  H.  Dean 
.T.  li.  Ferauaon 
J.  W.  Downs 
.W.  H.  Smith 
.C.  S.  Webster 
J.  B.  Maddux 
JS.  D.  Bankston 
.W.  R.  Robinson 
J.  H.  Hatchett 
.L  E.  Jordan 

A.  R.  Howard 
.E:.  H.  Holden 
.C.  L.  Dunn 
J.  W.  Queen 
J.  8.  WUliams 
.B.  W.  Wynn 
.C.  V.  Heffner 
.W.  B.  Crenshaw 
JB.  W.  Hannah 
J.  C.  Chuman 
J.  W.  Whitfield 
.W.  C.  Rivers 
.J.  U.  Kins 
J.  H.  Talbert 
.  R.  R.  Williams 
J.  W.  GUder 
.C.  Spears 
N.  J.  Crolley 
.W.  S.  Sherrill 
F.  E.  Welch 

■  G.  W.  Tindull 
.A.  G.  Cole 
..P.  T.  Gorham 
,  X3.  W.  Butler 
,  D.  S.  Selmore 
,  R.  T.  Jackson 
,  R.  F.  Harrinston 
D.  L.  Morsan 
J>.  Green 
.G.  D.  Hancock 

B.  H.  Sweeney 
J.  H.  Anthony 
.J.  L.  Bryan 
.E.  L.  McAllister 
J.  R.  Patterson 

.  M.  A.  Thompson 
.W.  C.  Thompson 
.J.  E.  A.  Johns 
.T.  H.  Woodly 
.  J.  W.  Jefferson 


Date 

Aus.  2-  7 . 

.Aus.  2-7 . 

Aus.  2-  7 . 

,Aus.  2-7 . 

.Aus.  2-  7 . 

.Aus.  8-7 . 

Aus.  8-  7. . . . . 

.Aus.  8-  7 . 

.Aus.  8-  7 . 

Aus.  8-  7 . 

.Aus.  8-  7 . 

.Aus.  8-  7 . 

Aus.  8-  7 . 

Aus.  8-  7 . 

Aus.  8-  7 . 

.Aus.  8-7 . 

.Aus.  4-  7 . 

Aus.  9-14 . 

.Aus.  9-14 . 

.Aus.  10-14 . 

.Aus.  10-14 . 

Aus.  10-14 . 

Aus.  10-14 . 

.Aus.  10-14 . 

Aus.  16-21 . 

.Aus.  16-21 . 

.Aus.  17-21 . 

.Aus.  17-21 . 

.Aus.  17-21 . 

.Aus.  17-21 . 

.Aus.  17-21 . 

.Aus.  18-21 . 

.Aus.  18-21 . 

.Aus.  23-28 . 

.  Aus.  28-28 . 

.Aus.  28-28 . 

.Aus.  24-28 . 

.Aus.  24-28 . 

.Aus.  24-28 . 

.Aus.  24-28 . 

.Aus.  24-28 . 

.Aus.  24-28 . 

Aus.  25-26 . 

.Aus.  25-28 . 

.Aus.  81-Sept.  4 
.Aus.  81-Sept.  4 

Sept.  22-26 . 

.Sept  27-29 . 

,Oct.  4-6 . 

,  Oct  11-18 . 

Oct  18-20 . 

•  Oct  26-27 . 


Place 

.Covinston,  Va . 

..Churehton.  Md . 

.Fainnount  W.  Va... 

Bprinsfleld,  Ohio . 

.Groaebeck,  Tex . 

•State  Lina  Miu . 

.Moberly,  Mo . 

Bebulon,  Ga . 

.Woodbine,  Ga . 

,  Mexia.  Texaa . 

.Hushee,  Ark . 

.  Lexinston,  Ky . 

.Summerville,  S.  C.... 
Dainserfield,  Tex. . . . . 
.Birminsbam,  Ala.... 

Jlewnan,  Ga . 

,  Benton,  Miu. .'. . 

.BmKbville,  Miu . 

.Loniaville,  Miu . 

.  Alamo,  Tenn . 

.Kanau  City,  Mo . 

Xlneville,  Ala . 

.Colony,  Ala . 

DeQueen,  Ark . 

,  Leuburs.  Va . 

Starkvilla '  Miu . 

.Newbern,  Ala . 

, '.Beaumont,  Texu.... 
.Monroe,  La. ........ 

.Atlanta  Ga . 

.Little  Rock,  Ark . 

.Lowell,  Fla . 

..Oxford,  Miu . 

.  Gary,  Ind. . 

,  Shellmound,  M<u . . . . 

..Cedar  Key,  Fla . 

..Palmetto,  Ga . 

.Cadea  S.  C . 

.Scooba,  Miu . 

.Carrollton,  Miss . 

.Duoto,  Mo . . 

,  Eivans^le,  Ind . . 

.Clarksville,  Tex . 

.  Nok  Little  Rock,  Ark 

.Carthase.  Mo . 

,Hish  Sprinss,  Fla... 

.  Cape  May,  N.  J . 

.‘Salisbury,  Md . 

.Wilminston,  Del . 

.  Cambridse,  Md. . 


Distriel 

Charluton . 

So.  Baltimore . 

Pittsbursb . 

Columbus . 

Waco . 

Hattiuburs . 

Hannibal . 

LaGranse . 

Savannah . 

Palutine . 

Forrut  City . 

Lexinston . 

Charleston . . 

Marahall . 

Birminsbam . 

Atlanta . 

Jackson . . . 

Tupelo . 

Durant . 

Memphis . . . 

Kanus  City . . 

Opelika . 

Huntsville . 

Texarkana . . 

Alexandria . 

StarkvUle . 

Tuscaloosa . 

Beaumont . 

Monroe . 

Gainuville . 

Littie  Rock . 

Oseala . 

Louis  vile . 

Holly  Sprinss . 

Chieuco . 

Clarksdsde  (Nebo  Church) 

Ghdnesville . 

Rome . 

Florence . 

Meridian . 

Greenwood . 

St  LauIs . 

bdianapolis . 

Paris . . 

Fort  Smith . 

Sedalia . 

Lake  CiW.j . 

New  York.. . 

PhUadMphia . 

Salbbury . 

Wilminston . 

Euton . 


Club  of  Silver  Ridge  school.  Words  of  con-  ber  to 
dolence  end  eulogy  were  delivered  by  ma^y  liave 
of  the  citizens  of  the  community.  Tlie  min-  mothei 
isters  present  and  sissisting,  were:  Rev.  M.  commu 
F.  Strong,  of  Horatio;  Rev.  Wm.  Green,  neral 
of  DeQueen;  Rev.  James  Braxter,  of  Cen-  Rev.  ’ 
ter  Point.  The  funeral  oration  was  delivered  porter, 
by  the  pastor  in  charge.  The  remains  were 
entered  in  Sand  Hill  cemetery,  near  Lockes- 
burg. — Reporter. 

JOHNSON — On  Wednesday  morning,  June 
8,  1927,  the  Rev.  S.  L.  Johnson  passed  from 
labor  to  reward.  He  was  born  in  1868  and 
was  reared  in  Upson  County,  near  Thornton, 

Ga,  The  Rev.  Johnson  joined  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  when  quite  young.  After 
being  called  to  preach,  he  joined  the  Savan¬ 
nah  Conference  and  served  for  twenty-two 
years  as  one  of  the  best  ministers  the  Sa¬ 
vannah  Conference  has  ever  known.  He  mar¬ 
ried  at  Zebulon,  Ga.,  and  lived  happily  with 
his  wife  twenty-eight  years.  He  was  fifty- 
nine  years  of  age  at  his  death.  His  death 
came  as  a  shock  to  his  many  friends.  Not 
only  the  bereaved  home  and  church  mourn 
his  passing,  but  the  entire  community  and  the 
people  as  a  whole  so  far  as  he  was  known. 

To  mourn  their  loss,  he  leaves  a  wife,  six 
chUdren,  one  daughter-in-law,  three  sons-in- 
law,  seven  brothers  and  sisters,  and  a  host 
of  friends.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by 


599 


July  28.  1927  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


Epworth  League  Institute 
Dates 

1927  SEASON 

Ang.  1-7 — Bluefldd  District,  East  Tennessee 
Conference.  Blnefield.  W.  Vn. 

Aug.  8-14— Morgan  College,  Washington  and 
Delaware  Conferences,  Morgan  College, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Aug.  1-7— Waco  District,  West  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  Rocky  Crossing  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  GroesbecK,  Texas. 

Aug.  16-21 — ^DaQas  District,  West  Texas 
Conference,  Waxahachle,  Texas. 

Aug.  22-28— Atlanta,  Clark  UnlTersity,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga. 

Aug.  22-28 — Tennessee  Conference,  Walden 
College,  Nashville  Tenn. 

Aug.  28-28 — Chicago  District,  Lexington 
Conference,  Gary,  Ind. 


Rev.  D.  J.  Mitchell,  a  nephew,  and  by  the 
Rev.  A.  N.  C.  Williams,  who  was  the  first 
teacher  of  the  deceased.  Her  body  rests 
there  amid  the  scenes  of  her  childhood  and 
youth,  surrounded  by  the  final  resting  places 
of  those  whom  she  had  “loved  long  since  and 
lost  awhile.” 


SIMPSON — On  March  27,  1927,  death 

claimed  Mrs.  Ida  V.  Simpson  at  the  end 
of  seven  weeks’  confinement  to  bed  at  her 
home,  Muskogee,  Okla.  She  was  faithful  in 
the  church  since  childhood.  Her  father,  the 
Rev.  A.  R.  Norris,  a  retired  minister  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  preceded  her  to  the  great  beyond 
nearly  one  year  ago.  Bishop  I.  B.  Scott, 
a  life-time  friend  of  the  family,  delivered 
the  principal  address.  She  leaves  to  mourn 
their  loss  a  husband,  niece,  sister-in-law,  and 
a  host  of  friends. — LeRoy  Fields,  Pastor. 


SPELLMAN — Frank  J.  Spellman,  Jr.,  was 
born  September  22,  1918;  was  baptized 
November  10,  1918,  by  the  Rev.  D.  S.  Sloan; 
and  died  June  4,  1927.  All  members  of 
the  Newman  Sunday  school  were  saddened  by 
the  death  of  their  little  friend,  because  he 
was  so  faithful.  The  superintendent.  Miss 
,  Etta  M.  Bavis,  presided  at  the  piano,  and 
I  the  music  was  led  by  the  Sunday-school 
children.  The  Rev.  L.  H.  Smith,  who  had 
been  invited  to  assist  the  pastor,  gave  the 
eulogy.  He  stated  that  as  a  former  pastor 
he  had  been  in  close  touch  with  the  de¬ 
ceased.  Miss  Cally  B.  Bassett  rendered  a 
solo.  He  leaves  father,  mother,  grand¬ 
mother,  two  brothers,  two  sisters,  six  uncles, 
one  aunt,  other  relatives  and  many  friends 
to  mourn  their  loss.  The  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Pine- 
ville.  La. — C.  Johnson,  Pastor. 


UNDERWOOD — The  following  persons 
have  died  this  year  on  the  Morton  (Miss.) 
circuit:  March  28,  Peter  W.  Underwood. 
April  2,  Sister  Laura  Thompson,  a  faith¬ 
ful  member  of  Christian  Banner  Church, 
who  served  the  church  faithfully  until  she 
was  unable  to  attend;  one  daughter,  one 
son,  and  several  grandchildren  are  left  to 
mourn  her  passing;  age,  sixty-six.  April  5, 
Sister  Sallie  Underwood,  member  of  New 
Chapel.  May  19,  Bro.  Jesse  Moore,  age 
eighty-four  years;  he  was  a  faithful,  loyal, 
and  true  Christian,  being  a  member  of  the 
church  for  over  fifty  years;  class  leader  and 
trustee,  fortv-eight  years ;  his  place  will 
be  hard  to  fill;  he  leaves  one  son,  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  several  grandchildren,  and  many  friends 
to  mourn  his  passing. — Reporter. 


WHITE— The  Rev.  W.  A.  White  Was  the  old¬ 
est  son  of  Robert  and  Matilda  White.  He 
was  born  on  Greenhill  plantation,  on  Silver 
Cree,  in  1868,  and  died  May  20,  1927,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  He  joined  St.  Paul 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  under  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Washington,  in  1886. 
Early  afterward  he  was  called  to  the  ministry 
and  joined  the  Mississippi  Conference  and 
served  as  pastor  for  more  than  fifteen  years. 
Yazoo  Circuit  was  his  last  appointment. 
After  serving  one  year,  he  was  placed  on  the 
supernumerary  list.  On  the  second  Sunday 
of  April  he  preached  for  his  pastor,  the  Rev. 
N.  Poe,  at  the  church  where  he  was  converted, 
and  preached  a  strong  sermon,  and  was  also 
present  at  the  Easter  service.  St.  Paul  has 


lost  a  good  soldier.  He  leaves  a  devoted  wife, 
two  brothers,  two  sisters,  and  a  host  of  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends  to  mourn  his  passing.  His 
funeral  was  preached  by  his  pastor,  at  St 
Stephen  Methodist  Episcopal  Church'  Yazoo 
City,  Miss.  Interment  was  made  in  Yasoo 
City  Cemetery. — J.  R.  Woolfolk,  Reporter. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  B.  H.  Ashford  wish 
to  thank  the  good  members  of  Union  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopm  Church  for  a  cash  purse  pre- 
.sented  to  Mrs.  Ashford  from  the  ladies  by 
Mrs.  Sara  Lemons,  and  the  storm  on  the 
night  of  June  17  led  by  Miss  Gertrude 
Dennis.  Rest  assured  that  our  doors  are 
open  for  you  at  all  times. — Rev.  B.  H.  Ash¬ 
ford,  Pastor. 

We  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Lyons,  Texas,  and  the  members 
and  many  friends  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  Baptist  Churches  for 
a  storm  that  struck  our  church  June  26  and 
laid  at  the  feet  of  the  pastor  160  pounds  of 
choice  groceries  and  a  crate  containing  ten 
chickens.  A  wreath  of  flowers  was  presented 
by  two  young  girls,  and  little  Miss  Janie 
Roberts  made  the  presentation  speech. 
Some  remarks  were  made  by  the  pastor, 
Bro.  J.  W.  Ambrister,  and  Mrs.  lola  Rob¬ 
erts.  It  was  a  great  storm.  Come  again. — 
Rev.  Chas.  Wofford  and  Wife. 


Communion  Service  Outfits 


Individual,  the  piewnt  day 
method— cleanly  and  aanitary. 
A  more  impreanve  service. 
Beautiful  sets  at  reasonable 
prices.  Write  for  catalog. 


DaMoulin  Bros,  ft  Co.,  Dipt  42,  Graaoffls,  U. 


m  church  FURNITURE 

lUL—  B'vtnMa$foT  ClmrA  mid  Sunday  Stiool  ^ 
I  ]  u$t.  Prom  Pudorylo  Yarn.  Piutcalalogfitt, 

I  I  DsMonlin  Bros.  &  Co. 
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Marriages 

MORRIS— RATCHFORD.  On  June  26, 
1927,  Mr.  J.  P.  Morris  and  Miss  Susie  Mae 
Ratchford  were  united  in  holy  wedlock  at 
Bethlehem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Talladega,  Ala.,  by  the  Rev.  A.  Callahan,  in 
the  presence  of  many  friends.  They  received 
many  useful  and  valuable  presents.  We  wish 
for  them  long  life  and  happiness. — Mrs. 
Emma  Montgomery,  Reporter. 

NASH — JOHNSON.  Mr.  Luther  Nash  and 
Mrs.  Charlene  Johnson  were  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Nash,  July  6,  1927. 
May  God’s  blessings  rest  upon  them  as  they 
journey  through  life.  The  Rev.  E.  M.  Mad¬ 
den  ofiSciated. — Reporter. 

Woman’s  Column 

SPECIAL  NOTICE 

Tupelo,  Miss. — The  district  secretaries  and 
others  of  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Conference 
expecting  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Cincinnati  Branch,  at  Akron,  Ohio,  October 
4-7,  1927,  will  please  send  their  name  and 
address  at  once  to  Mrs.  W.  H.  Golden,  Cor¬ 
responding  Secretary,  603  North  Spring 
Street,  Tupelo,  Miss. 

Savannah,  Oa. — The  eleventh  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  of  the  Savannah  Conference  met  with 
Kynett  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Forsyth, 
Ga.,  June  2-6,  of  which  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Brown 
is  pastor.  On  Thursday  night  the  annual 
sermon  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  T.  A.  South, 
followed  by  addresses  of  welcome  from  the 
churches  of  the  city.  Response  was  given  by 
the  president,  Mrs.  L.  Odum.  Friday  morn¬ 
ing  the  convention  was  organized  and  visitors 
introduced,  after  which  the  president  made 
her  report,  which  was  very  good,  followed  by 
reports  of  treasurer  and  secretaries  of  de¬ 
partments.  Friday  evening  a  demonstration, 
“A  Love  Gift,”  was  given  by  the  young 
girls  of  the  city  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Bankston,  secretary  of  junior  work.  Prof. 
Hubbard,  president  of  State  A.  and  M.  School 
of  that  city,  gave  an  address  that  was  enjoyed 
by  all.  On  Saturday  night  a  pageant,  “Our 
Templed  Hills,”  was  presented  by  the  conven¬ 
tion.  The  Rev.  W.  H.  Odum,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  Waycross  District,  gave  an  inspiring 
sermon  on  Sunday  at  11  A.  M.  ^Those  who 
preached  during  the  convention '  were:  the 
Revs.  T.  A.  South,  H.  W.  Kimball,  A.  H. 
Jamerson,  E.  T.  Michael,  and  J.  W.  Brown. 
The  Rev.  Brown  and  people  deserve  much 
credit  for  their  hospitality  to  the  delegates. 
— Reporter. 


TDBACCOJ^'’^W 


Parsons,  Kan. — The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Convention  convened  at  Parsons, 
Kan.,  June  1-4,  and  was  largely  attended. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  for  1927- 
1928;  Mesdames  L.  Culverhouse,  president; 
Walton  Brown,  vice-president;  L.  J.  How¬ 
ard,  recording  secretary;  M.  L.  Williams, 
corresponding  secretary;  S.  E.  Curtis,  treas¬ 
urer;  F.  E.  Lee,  secretary  of  literature;  A. 
Cox,  secretary  of  young  people’s  work;  L. 
McKnight,  day  of  prayer  secretary;  A.  Hill, 
mite  box  secretary;  L.  Williams,  field  secre¬ 
tary.  Dr.  D.  G.  Franklin,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Topeka  District,  was  present 
and  addressed  the  convention  on  “Steward¬ 
ship,”  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  meeting. 
Mrs.  Cox,  of  Oklahoma,  reported  for  the  work 
there  and  rendered  valuable  service.  Mrs. 
McKnight  and  Mrs.  Jackson,  of  Parsons,  took 
the  lead  in  the  work  there.  We  have  never 
witnessed  a  convention  conducted  with  more 
ease  and  harmony  than  this  one.  A  large 
increase  in  the  financial  report  and  in  the 
membership  was  noted.  The  auxiliary  of 
Independence  won  the  prize,  which  was  a  set 
of  silver  spoons.  An  address,  which  was  de¬ 
livered  eighteen  years  ago  in  the  organization 
by  the  Rev.  Walton  Brown,  was  presented, 
and  a  unanimous  vote  was  passed  to  have 
this  address  printed  in  a  pamphlet  form  with 
the  Rev.  Brown’s  cut  placed  in  the  archives 
of  the  organization. — Reporter. 

Navcuota,  Texas. — The  Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  assembled  Monday  morn¬ 
ing,  May  30,  in  Lee’s  Tabernacle  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Sister  E.  A.  Brown,  dis¬ 
trict  president;  J.  J.  Munson,  secretary;  and 
Mrs.  A.  Pryor,  corresponding  secretary,  were 
at  their  post  of  duty.  Mrs.  Brown  conducted 
the  devotional  service  in  the  absence  of  Sis¬ 
ter  M.  E.  Mayes.  Mrs.  K.  E.  Summers  made 
a  wonderful  talk,  which  inspired  each  of  us 
to  do  more  work  for  the  Master.  Mrs.  A. 
W.  Carr,  our  corresponding  secretary  of  The 
Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Texas  Conference,  expressed  herself  as  hav¬ 
ing  enjoyed  the  meeting.  The  welcome  ad¬ 
dress  was  made  by  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Jackson, 
Mrs.  Javis  being  absent  on  account  of  illness. 
He  said  many  good  things  of  The  Woman’s 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  and  gave  several 
reasons  why  we  were  so  welcome.  Response 
was  made  by  Mrs.  Jessie  J.  Munson.  An  in¬ 
strumental  solo  was  rendered  by  Mrs.  S.  A. 
Benford.  The  meeting  lasted  two  days.  The 
program  was  carried  out  to  the  letter,  and 
wonderful  discussions  of  the  subjects  as  pro- 
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gramed  were  enjoyed  by  all  present  Among 
those  who  took  great  Interest  in  the  meeting 
were  Mrs.  A.  W.  Carr,  Conference  secretary 
of  Houston,  and  Mrs.  K.  E.  Summers,  of 
Livingston,  our  Conference  president.  After 
one  of  the  best  meetinn  of  its  kind,  we 

ioumed  to  meet  in  Caldwell,  Texas,  with 
‘leasant  Valley  Church,  May  80-81,  1928. — 
J.  J.  Munson,  Reporter. 

Springfield,  Term. — The  Home  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Spring^eld  circuit  met  at 
Banks  Chapel  Methodut  Episcopal  Church, 
May  25-29.  The  president,  Mrs.  A.  Hill,  of 
Lewisburg,  Tenn,  presided.  A  wonderful 
program  was  carried  out  each  day,  and  was 
full  of  inspiration.  Wednesday  night  the  in¬ 
troductory  sermon  was  preached  by  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  Rev.  J.  O.  Dixon,  which 
was  a  source  of  spiritual  joy  to  all  present. 
Thursday  morning  was  given  to  organisation 
and  reading  of  excellent  papers.  Thursday 
afternoon  uie  Rev.  Collier,  of  Murfreesboro 
District,  and  the  Rev.  Gray  paid  a  visit  to 
the  convention.  The  Rev.  Collier  preached 
a  wonderful  sermon  from  the  text,  “What 
shall  we  do  with  Jesus?”  Thursday  night  the 
Rev.  R.  A.  Dowell,  of  Shelbyville,  brought 
one  of  bis  spiritual  messages  which  kindled 
a  spiritual  spark.  On  Friday  we  were  graced 
wltn  the  presence  of  Mrs.  I.  B.  Scott,  of 
Nashville.  Mrs.  Scott  brough*-  us  a  message 
which  was  very  touching,  and  everyone 
seemed  to  realise  their  sacred  duty  after  hear¬ 
ing  her  message.  Sunday  was  a  high  day; 
people  from  all  parts  of  the  county  were  here, 
and  many  from  Davidson,  Cheatham,  and 
Montgomery  Counties.  The  Rev.  S.  M.  Car¬ 
michael  preached  to  the  delight  of  all  at 
11  A.  M.  The  memorial  services  were  held 
at  8  P.  M.  Beautiful  addresses  were  made 
touching  the  lives  of  the  deceased  members. 
Installation  of  officers  was  held  at  4  P.  M. 
Entertainment  of  delegates  was  unsurpassed. 
The  sister  church  at  Sprinj^eld  Station  and 
the  African  Methodist  iSpiscopal  Church 
aided  in  caring  for  the  delegates.  This  meet¬ 
ing  will  ever  remain  in  the  memory  of  all 
who  attended.  The  Rev.  Johnson  has  brought 
the  circuit  to  the  front. — Mrs.  A.  L.  Porter, 
Reporter. 

Tupelo,  Mite. — The  Ministers’  Wives’  and 
Widows’  Aid  Association  of  the  Upper  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Conference  met  in  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcc^al  Church  in  connection  with  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  July  8, 
1927.  Mrs.  G.  A.  McEweq,  president,  pre¬ 
sided.  The  meeting  was  opened  with  a  very 
impressive  and  edifying  service,  conducted 
by  the  president,  who  touched  every  phase  of 
the  work  and, the  history  of  its  organisation 
up  to  the  present.  Mrs.  M.  Ji  Calvin  spoke 
in  glorious  terms  of  our  work  accomplished 
since  its  organization  in  our  Conference,  as 
well  as  the  future  good  that  could  be  ac¬ 
complished  through  the  co-operation  of  all 
the  ministers’  wives  and  widows  in  our  Con¬ 
ference.  Members  presented  their  annual 
membership  dues.  Total  collected,  $4.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year  $1.60  was  sent  as  a  token 
of  love  and  respect  to  Mrs.  N.  H.  Williams, 
Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  during  her  illness.  The 
following  ministers  were  present  and  spoke 
words  of  encouragement;  Dr.  B.  W.  Wynn, 
district  superintendent  Tupelo  District;  the 
Revs.  F.  I^onard  and  W.  H.  Golden. 

Dear  Co-workers:  Let  us  strive  this  year 
to  accomplish  more  than  we  have  in  the  past. 
Exercise  more  faith  in  God.  Learn  more 
facts  about  the  Aid.  Secure  more  members 
for  the  society.  Enlist  new  members  in  your 
charge ;  send  all  finance  to  the  treasurer,  Mrs. 
M.  J.  Calvin,  care  of  Okolona  Industrial 
School,  Okolcma,  Miss.  Take  notice;  On  ac¬ 
count  of  the  president’s  illness  and  being  out 
of  the  State,  and  the  absence  of  Mrs.  A.  G. 
Marshall,  vice-president,  at  the  time  of  the 
meeting  to  have  been  held  at  Durant,  Miss., 
June  9,  1926,  as  unanimously  voted  on  at  the 
last  annual  meeting  at  Okolona,  Miss.,  June 
20,  1925,  no  meeting  was  held.  From  now 
hence,  by  the  help  of  God  and  the  co-oper¬ 
ation  of  our  ministers’  wives  and  -widows  in 
our  Conference,  we  hope  to  keep  the  organ¬ 
isation  alive  and  continue  on  our  well-begun 
work.  Pray  for  our  success. — Mrs.  G.  A. 
McEwen,  President. 

College  Park,  Oa. — The  twenty-seventh  an¬ 
nual  session  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission- 


Morristown  Normal  and  Industrial  College 

“A  SCHOOL  OF  CHARACTER" 

Co-Educational.  Fully  Accredited],Higli  School,  Normal  and  Junior  Col¬ 
lege.  Strong  Faculty.  Modern  Equipped  Dormitories,  Administration 
Building  and  New  Gymnasium.  Large  Athletic  Field.  Manual  Train¬ 
ing,  Domestic  Arts;  Vocal,  Violin  and  Instrumental  Music.  Teacher 
Training,  State  Certificates  and  Placement  Bureau.  Expenses  Moderate. 
Ideally  Located.  Fall  Term  begins  September  20, 1927.  Send  for  Catalog. 

JUDSON  S.  HILL,  D.D.,  President  Mimristown,  Tennessee 


BENNETT  COLLEGE  FOR  WOMEN 

GREENSBORO,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Climate  Excellent  Caj^us  Beautiful 

Equipment  Modern  Student  Self-government 

Relationship  with  faculty  wholesome  and  demo¬ 
cratic.  Faculty  composed  of  college  women  chosen 
from  best  schools  in  America. 

Enrollment  limited  to  300.  For  further 

information  address 

DAVID  D.  JONES,  President. 
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ary  Society  convened  at  Laster  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  June  6-7,  1927,  with 
the  president,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Crolley,  presiding. 
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Rel^ion  for  the  New  Age 


The  acid  test  of  our  faith  in  the  essential 
worth  of  human  nature  is  furnished  by  the 
N egro.  He  was  found  in  barbarism  and  forcibly 
transported  here  by  slave  traders.'  His  status  as  a 
slave  may  have  given  him  a  better  moral  code,  but 
it  brought  little  of  that  sense  of  independence  and 
social  worth  out  of  which  self-reliant  personality  is 
made,  and  it  cultivated  in  his  masters  an  assumption 
of  racial  superiority  that  shackled  their  souls  even 
more  than  his  chains  did  the  limbs  of  the  slave. 
‘‘Lincoln’s  emancipation  proclamation  did  more  for 
us  white  folks  than  it  did  for  the  black,”  said  a 
Misslssippiah,  “because  it  emancipated  us  spir¬ 
itually  from  the  false  assumptions  upon  which  the 
slave  system  rested.” 

The  philosophy  of  the  slave  system  remains  with 
us  in  the  assumption  that  the  black  man  is  a  lesser 
creature,  denied  the  ability  to  progress  equally  with 
us  by  a  decree  of  God  or  by  some  fate  of  natural 
selection.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  people  has  made  so 
much  progress  in  a  like  time  in  the  history  of  man¬ 
kind  as  has  the  American  Negro.  James  Bryce 
said  he  had  come  as  far  in  six  decades  as  any  other 
group  had  in  as  many  centuries.  He  had  ^e  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  white  race  and  became  heir  in  some 
degree  of  the  gratuities  of  American  civilization,  but 
he  began  with  nothing  and  under  the  handicap  of 
his  old  slave  status.  He  has  to  his  credit  to-day 
such  attainments  in  art,  music,  literature,  science, 
business,  and  general  culture  as  to  compel  anyone 
who  objectifies  his  attainments  and  soberly  measures 
them  over  against  the  disadvantages  imder  which 
he  has  striven  to  share  Lord  Bryce’s  judgment. 
Give  the  Negro  in  the  United  States  the  benefits  of 
faith  in  his  inherent  wo?th,  and  equality  of  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  he  will  catch  step  with  us,  even  if  he  did 
not  start  imtil  a  millennium  and  a  half  after  we  did. 

When  the  Romans  were  ruling  the  world  as  a 
“superior”  race,  oiu:  ancestors  were  living,  according 
to  Tacitus,  who  celebrated  their  virtues,  much  like 
the  American  Indians  lived  when  our  fathers  came 
to  subdue  them.  They  dwelt  in  tents  of  oxhide,  the 
men  hunted  and  fought,  the  women  worked  rudely 
cultivated  plots  of  ground,  and  the  implements  of 
both  labor  and  fighting  were  crude  and  barbaric; 
but  they  overthrew  the  culture  of  Rome,  grown 
weak  with  luxury  and  haughtiness  of  spirit.  So 
someone  has  dreamed  that  the  new  Oriental,  made 


virile  with  the  struggle  for  life  and  liberty,  may,  in 
some  future  day,  arise  to  overthrow  our  civilization. 
If  faith  in  democratic  worth  enables  us  to  welcome 
him  into  a  brotherhood  of  man  and  lends  a  hand 
to  help  him  in  his  striving,  we  shall  save  our  culture 
from  any  such  calamity;  but  if  dogmas  of  “manifest 
destiny”  lead  us  to  scorn  him  and  to  deny  him  his 
place  in  the  sun,  we  may  expect  the  fate  of  other 
“superior”  races. 

The  world  moves  steadily  toward  a  leveling  up 
of  the  lesser  peoples.  The  leveling  process  will 
pull  down  only  those  false  assumptions  built  upon 
accidents  of  fortune  and  sustained  by  powers  that 
privilege  has  fixed.  The  conviction  grows  among 
the  least  of  men  that  he  is  of  as  much  worth  as  the 
greatest;  he  knows  well  that  he  is  of  more  worth  to 
himself  than  even  the  most  exalted  is  to  him.  In  a 
world  where  freedom  to  make  the  great  quest  of 
life  for  one’s  self  is  the  ruling  idea  among  the  favored, 
he  recks  little  of  aristocracies,  whether  of  class, 
culture,  or  wealth,  and  proceeds  to  seek  his  own.  If 
privilege  attempts  to  deny  him,  through  law  or 
ancient  custom,  or  even  with  religious  sanctions,  he 
tramples  it  down,  as  in  Russia,  confiscating  property, 
revolutionizing  law,  expatriating  the  aristocracy,  and 
relegating  religion  to  the  discard  as  an  “opiate.” 
What  those  who  might  have  known  fail  to  do  for 
lack  of  faith  in  man,  man  arises  and  does  for  himself 
with  Caliban-like  fierceness,  motivated  by  the  very 
assumptions  of  personal  worth  and  the  right  to  attain 
that  the  privileged  claim  for  themselves. 

The  faith  our  age  requires,  just  because  it  is  a 
social  age,  is  a  social  faith — a  faith  that  the  least  of 
men  have  within  them  a  divinity  of  worth.  It  is  a 
translation  of  faith  in  common  fatherhood  over  into 
the  practice  of  brotherhood.  It  will  beget  a  renewal 
of  optimism  in  a  world  that  has  so  largely  lost  the 
gleam  of  idealism  through  the  catastrophes  of  war 
and  certain  half-baked  theories  of  human  nature, 
springing'  out  of  the  discoveries  of  material  science. 
A  Christianity  that  confines  its  expression  of  faith 
to  belief  in  Deity,  or  to  some  sacramental  salvation 
of  the  individual  soul,  will  not  meet  the  needs  of  an 
age  that  is  socialized  until  no  man  can  live  to  himself 
or  alone  with  Qod.  A  social  age  requires  a  social 
faith — a  faith  in  man  as  a  Godlike  being,  and  in  the 
world  as  a  place  where  the  will  of  God  can  be  done. 
— Alvin  W.  Taylor,  in  Christian  Century. 
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Women  Voters  Puzzle  Politicians 

Future  of  Moral  Issues  in  Balance  ‘ 

By  Harry  E.  Woolever 

Editor,  Tho  National  MothodUt  Pr$§a 


The  women  citizens  of  the  United  States  < 
have  had,  since  August  26,  1920,  the  ^ 
full  rights  of  political  suffrage,  but  an  i 
average  of  less  than  half  go  to  the  polls,  i 
In  1928  there  will  be  28,600,000  American  1 
women  eligible  to  vote.  Despite  the  fact  that  1 
women  in  the  past  two  national  elections  have  ' 
shown  indifference,  the  politicians  are  not  ' 
taking  it  as  a  certainty  that  no  more  than 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  women  voters  will  be  | 
at  the  polls  in  1928.  ^ 

Important  moral  issues  are  now  in  the  1 
balance.  If  women  are  not  sufficiently  in-  1 
terested  in  these  to  cast  a  ballot,  they  are  1 
a  grt:at  disappointment  to  their  champions  ] 
of  the  past.  For  them  to  show  indifference 
toward  the  questions  before  the  Nation  would 
kill  much  of  the  hope  for  the  future  of  the 
United  States.  The  fight  with  the  liouor  ■ 
traffic  is  now  on  in  earnest.  Every  effort  i 
conceivable  to  the  organized  and  highly  fi-  < 
nanced  profiteers  of  the  liquor  traffic  is  being 
used  to  deceive  citizens  and  to  break  down 
the  moral  standards  already  put  into  law. 
The  idealism  of  male  voters  rose  to  the  height 
where  they  decisively  voted  for  national  pro¬ 
hibition.  The  moral  slump  following  the  war 
and  the  manner  in  which  federal  officials 
have  often  dallied  with  enforcement  have 
brought  on  a  new  crisis  in  our  Nation.  We 
now  face  an  issue  of  majority  rule  in  this 
country.  Is  the  will  of  the  pe<^le  to  be  the 
rule  of  the  Republic,  or  can  an  organized 
minority  thwart  the  majority  and  overthrow 
the  principles  which  have  made  this  Nation 
great? 

That  question  must  be  settled  and  the  de¬ 
cision  is  to  be  made  at  the  polls.  If  the 
women  citizens  of  this  country  make  known 
their  will  by  such  definite  action  that  no 
one  may  hope  for  election  who  opposes  the 
moral  ideals  of  the  mothers  of  America,  the 
issue  is  settled.  There  is  no  question  that 
those  who  mother  the  youth  of  this  Nation 
are  overwhelmingly  ag^nst  the  liquor  traffic 
and  against  war,  the  two  outstanding  destroy¬ 
ers  of  the  hopes  and  lives  of  their  children. 
Some  politicians  feel  that  candidates  for  office 
can  play  with  these  issues  and  that  by  taking 
no  stand  for  or  against,  they  may  get  by  with 
the  voters.  The  women  voters  may  end  this 
political  farce.  If  they  wUl  ^ve  their 
strength  to  defeat  overwhelmingly  a  candi¬ 
date,  regardless  of  party,  who  does  not  rive 
whole-hearted  assurance  of  his  support  of  law 
enforcement,  they  will  take  the  prohibition 
question  out  of  the  political  arena  and  defeat 
tne  purposes  of  the  liquor  forces. 

The  fact  that  women  are  becoming  more 
generally  organized  in  support  of  political 
ideals  gi^*®  promise  that  they  will  be  a  more 
forceful  factor  in  the  1928  elections  than  here¬ 
tofore.  The  Government  offers  the  woman¬ 
hood  of  the  Nation,  women  in  the  church  and 
out,  the  opportuni^  to  bring  to  a  realization 
their  best  Ideals.  The  Nation  in  its  legislative 
and  executive  action  should  represent  the 
highest  principles  of  the  citizenry.  This  wUl 
not  be  the  case  if  the  women  fail  to  express 
their  moral  convictions  by  means  of  the  ballot. 

There  is  need  that  the  women,  as  well  as  the 
men,  be  organised  in  every  community  and 
church  so  as  to  express  their  united  will  to 
the  county.  State,  and  national  chairmen  long 
before  the  individuals  are  selected  for  Con¬ 
gressional  and  Presidential  candidates.  Po¬ 
litical  leaders  should  be  made  to  realize  that 
the  citizens  consider  prohibition  a  moral  issue 
which  transcends  any  partisan  question  which 
can  arise.  The  opportunity  for  the  woman- 
ho^  of  America  to  make  effective  the  great¬ 
est  moral  advance  undertaken  by  a  nation  in 
this  generation  is  at  hand.  It  Is  not  conceiv¬ 
able  that  they  will  fail  in  such  a  moral  crisis. 

WOMEN  IN  PUBLIC  OFFICE 
For  a  long  time  women  have  been  repre¬ 
sented  in  large  numbers  in  the  Government 
offices  in  the  National  Capital.  About  forty 
per  cent  of  64,000  civH-service  employees  lo¬ 


cated  in  Washington  are  women,  but  of  the 
460,000  federal  employees  serving  in  the  field 
ninety-two  per  cent  are  men.  Smne  outstand¬ 
ing  government  posts  in  the  Capital  are  filled 
by  women.  Mrs.  Mabel  Willebrandt  is  per¬ 
haps  the  best  known  among  these  women  and, 
without  doubt,  one  of  the  most  capable  indi¬ 
viduals  in  the  federal  service.  She  was  mode 
Assistant  Attorney-General  in  1921,  and  was 
given  charge  of  the  division  handling  prohibi¬ 
tion  cases.  Matters  pertaining  to  income 
taxes  turned  over  to  the  Department  of  Jus¬ 
tice  by  the  Internal  Revenue  Bureau  also  fall 
to  her  division,  and  she  is  chief  of  the  federal 
prisons. 

Miss  Mary  Anderson  is  director  of  the 
Woman’s  Bureau  under  the  Department  of 
Labor,  a  division  which  concerns  itself  largely 
with  the  problems  of  women  laborers  in  in¬ 
dustry.  The  occupant  of  this  important  post 
came  to  this  country  as  an  immigrant  girl  of 
sixteen  from  Sweden.  She  worked  in  the 
kitchen  of  an  American  home  before  she  was 
able  to  speak  English,  and  later  was  a  stitcher 
in  a  Chicago  shoe  factory.  She  remained  in 
this  factory  for  twenty  years,  and  through  her 
experience,  observation,  and  study  of  the 
problems  of  women  in  industry  she  has  become 
one  of  the  best-informed  persons  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  in  the  country,  and  one  esteemed  for  her 
judgment,  vision,  and  ability. 

The  Children’s  Bureau,  headed  by  Miss 
Grace  Abbott,  and  the  Federal  Employees’ 
Compensation  Commission,  whose  chairman 
is  Mrs.  Bessie  Bruggeman,  are  other  examples 
of  important  government  units  which  are  ably 
directed  by  women.  Many  divisions  within 
the  federal  departments  are  under  the  charge 
of  women.  This  sex  is  also  well  represented 
among  the  lawyers,  doctors,  scientists,  econo¬ 
mists,  and  educators  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government.  One  of  the  five  civil-service 
commissioners  is  a  woman.  Dr.  Mary  B.  Har¬ 
ris  is  director  of  the  new  federal  farm  in¬ 
dustrial  home  for  women  prisoners  estab¬ 
lished  at  Alderson,  W.  Va.  She  is  experi¬ 
enced  and  able  in  women’s  reformatory  work. 

Recently,  young  women  have  made  a  place 
for  themselves  in  the  diplomatic  and  consular 
service  of  the  State  Department,  attaining 
their  recognition  by  successfully  passing  rigid 
examinations.  Two  of  these  are  now  in  the 
consular  service  abroad — Patty  Field,  vice- 
consul  at  Amsterdam,  and  Lucy  Atcherson, 
third  secretary  at  the  consular  office  at 
Panama. 

INCREASED  POLITICAL 
RECOGNITION 


are  less  frequently  asked  to  be  candidates  on 
tickets  for  which  there  is  no  chance  of  suc¬ 
cess.  The  general  advance  in  the  political 
status  of  women  and  the  recognition  of  their 
hallot  power  is  of  greater  consequence  than 
the  scattered  victories  of  women  candidates. 
The  politicians  who  formerly  thought  that 
women  did  not  count  in  the  elections  now 
hesitate  to  make  their  plans  without  consult¬ 
ing  them.  As  women  at  the  polls  and  in  pub¬ 
lic  office  exercise  their  citizenship  rights  in  an 
intelligent  and  patriotic  manner,  the  whole 
level  of  our  public  life  will  be  elevated. 
Women  hold  to-day  a  place  in  the  welfare  of 
this  Nation  which  cannot  be  overestimated. 

WASHIXOTON,  D.  C. 

Personal  and  General 

— ^The  Haven  Booeter  is  the  breezy  bulletin 
of  Haven  Church,  Hot  Springs,  Ark.  It  in- 
forms  us  that  this  church,  under  the  leader- 
ship  of  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Turner,  pastor,  gave 
more  than  $60  to  flood  relief. 

—Mrs.  J.  W.  Wells  and  children  are  visiting 
relatives  and  friends  in  Winston-Salem,  N.  C., 
where  they  will  be  joined  about  August  1 
by  Pastor  Wells,  who  has  been  granted  the 
month  of  August  for  vacation.  His  church. 
Trinity,  is  appreciative  of  the  excellent  work 
done  this  year  by  their  pastor. 

— Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Owens  announces  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  her  daughter,  Effie  Jean,  to  Dr.  J. 
Beverly  F.  Shaw,  of  Haven  Teachers’  Col¬ 
lege,  Meridian,  Miss.,  on  Tuesday,  June  27, 
1927,  in  Alexander  City,  Ala.  The  doctor 
and  his  bride  will  be  at  home  to  their  numer¬ 
ous  friends  henceforth  at  967  East  21st  Street, 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

—Dr.  Ralph  E.  Diffendorfer,  corresponding 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Diffendorfer  and  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Walter  A.  Mueller,  arrived  in 
San  Francisco,  Tuesday,  July  12.  Doctor 
Diffendorfer  has  spent  the  past  year  in  visa¬ 
ing  and  studying  the  mission  stations  of  India, 
China,  Malaysia,  the  Philippines,  Korea,  and 
Japan  as  a  member  of  the  commission  of  ten. 
Doctor  Diffendorfer  will  attend  the  July 
meeting  of  the  board’s  executive  committee, 
and  expects  to  return  to  his  desk  in  New 
York  by  the  middle  of  August. 

—Dr.  F.  H.  Otto  Melle,  of  Frankfort,  Ger¬ 
many,  is  in  the  United  States  as  a  delegate 
to  the  Congress  of  the  World  League  Against 
Alcoholism,  which  is  to  be  held  at  Winona 
Lake,  Indiana,  August  17-24.  Doctor  Melle 
is  also  representing  in  America  the  Martin 
Mission  Institute  of  Frankfort,  of  which  he 
is  president.  The  Northwest  Germany  Con¬ 
ference  recently  elected  Doctor  Melle  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  General  Conference  of  1928.  Prior 
to  the  Congress  session  in  August,  Doctor 
Melle  may  be  addressed  in  care  of  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions,  160  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York. 


Eight  women  have  been  elected  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  one,  Mrs.  Re¬ 
becca  L.  Felton,  of  Georgia,  was  appointed 
United  States  Senator  in  the  Sixty-seventh 
Congress,  holding  the  office  for  a  d^.  Two 
have  served  as  State  governors  and  ten  as 
city  mayors.  The  largest  city  thus  far  hav¬ 
ing  a  woman  at  the  helm  is  Seattle,  Wash., 
whose  present  mayor,  Mrs.  Bertha  Landes,  is 
conducting  an  administration  which  many 
male  mayors  might  wisely  imitate.  There  are 
ten  State  senators  and  129  members  in  the 
various  State  legislatures  who  are  women, 
Connecticut  taking  the  lead  with  sixteen. 
Both  of  the  mamr  political  parties  have 
granted  women  political  recognition  by  gi^^^K 
the  vice-chairmanship  of  their  respective  na¬ 
tional  committees  to  a  woman.  At  the  na¬ 
tional  conventions  of  both  parties  in  1924 
there  were  hundreds  of  women  delegates  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  selection  of  Presidential  can¬ 
didates  and  deciding  the  party  platforms. 
Almost  every  type  of  State  and  county  office 
has  been  filled  by  a  woman.  A  few  women 
are  court  judges,  and  in  twenty  States, 
Alaska,  and  the  District  of  Columbia  they 
may  be  summoned  as  jurors.  While  the  num¬ 
ber  to  hold  public  office  has  steadily  increased, 
the  proportion  is  yet  small. 

More  and  more  women  are  token  into  the 
councils  of  the  party  organisations.  Women 
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Burning  Men  Alive 


Because  of  their  revolting  cruelty  and  their  whole¬ 
sale  proportions,  two  cases  of  human  burnings 
at  the  hands  of  civilized  society  stand  out  with 
frightful  significance  in  history:  the  one  is  the  inhuman 
'drama  enacted  by  Nero  when  he  tarred,  covered  with  oil, 
and  burned  early  Christians  for  royal  amusement  in  the 
first  century  of  our  Christian  era ;  the  other  is  the  har¬ 
rowing  act  of  the  town  of  Louisville,  Misti.,  where,  on 
June  13,  a  mob  of  1,000  Mississippi  Nordics  pursued  two 
Negroes  already  in  custody  of  the  county  sheriff,  took 
them  away  from  the  oflicer  of  the  law,  pierced  their 
bodies  with  bullets  after  parading  them  around  through 
the  streets  of  the  little  town,  thoroughly  saturated  their 
exhausted,  bleeding  bodies  with  gasoline,  applied  the 
torch  and  danced  in  glee  while  the  bodies  of  live  human 
beings  writhed,  crisped,  and  died  in  indescribable  agony. 

The  alleged  offense  against  the  community  was  that 
the  two  victims  on  the  previous  night  had  killed  a  saw¬ 
mill  superintendent  who  was  a  white  man.  But  these  had 
not  been  proven  guilty  of  any  crime — had  not  even  been 
tried.  However,  had  they  been  tried  and  found  guilty, 
they  would  have  had  meted  out  to  them  the  full  penalty 
of  the  law  against  murder;  that  is,  hanging  dead  by  the 
neck,  in  Mississippi.  In  any  event,  there  was  neither 
legal  nor  ethical  justification  for  the  lynching.  Both 
the  fact  and  form  of  that  lynching  are  herein  complained 
against.  For  it  was  as  brutal  as  human  ingenuity  could 
devise.  Let  the  nation  ponder  it  soberly  and  note  its 
ominous  significance  for  the  perpetuity  of  society. 

That  Mississippi  mob  struck  a  resolute  deathblow 
at  every  aspect  of  our  American  idealism.  With  them, 
of  course,  such  idealism  may  be  devoid  of  value.  Not 
so,  however,  with  the  larger  American  community.  The 
burning  alive  of  those  two  Negro  American  citizens  was 
the  most  serious  exhibition  of  the  breakdown  of  orderly 
government  in  a  civilized  community,  and  raises  more 
than  an  academic  question  as  to  the  adequacy  of  our 
legal  forms  to  insure  to  our  citizens  the  security  in  their 
property  and  persons  which  is  necessary  for  peace,  pro¬ 
duction,  and  progress.  Commenting  on  the  brutal  deed, 
the  Memphis  Commercial  Appeal  says  editorially: 

“Every  man  in  that  mob  of  1,000  outraged  the  law  of  his  own 
State  and  spit  upon  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  This 
was  done  in  the  face  of  the  official  “effort”  of  the  sheriff  of  Wins¬ 
ton  County  and  his  two  deputies  who,  according  to  the  story,  flred 
several  shots  into  the  air,  in  an  effort  to  frighten  off  the  crowd.” 

This  breakdown  of  law  involves  the  shameful  impotence 
of  the  Federal  Government  to  enforce  its  decrees  that 
“the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy,  and  pub¬ 
lic  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district 
wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed,”  etc.  But, 
except  in  the  matter  of  frantic  prohibition  enforcement, 
what  care  the  former  slave-holding  Rebel  States  of  the 
Union  about  the  United  States  Constitution  with  its 
high-sounding  decrees  concerning  justice  and  domestic 
tranquility?  Its  binding  obligations,  so  far  as  protect¬ 
ing  colored  Americans  is  concerned,  the  South  regards 
as  a  mere  “scrap  of  paper,”  to  be  “spit”  upon. 


But  the  sanctity  of  law  violated  was  one  of  the  crimes 
committed  by  the  Louisville  community.  The  taking  of 
human  life — the  low  estimate  traditionally  set  on  the 
life  of  the  Negro  in  this  State  of  Mississippi — is  one  of 
the  most  pagan  elements  in  that  State’s  backward  civil¬ 
ization.  It  matters  not  in  Mississippi  that  Jesus  taught 
the  supreme  value  of  human  life;  that  State  regards  the 
life  of  a  Negro  as  of  less  value  than  that  of  a  brute. 
If  any  crowd  of  Louisville’s  citizens  had  bound  to¬ 
gether  two  bird  dogs  on  the  streets  of  the  village  and 
saturated  them  with  gasoline  and  attempted  to  apply  the 
torch,  the  characteristic  “righteous  indignation”  of  the 
South  would  have  asserted  itself,  and  the  lynchers  of 
the  two  dogs  could  not  have  carried  out  their  purpose. 
Even  if  the  sheriff  had  fired  up  into  the  air,  for  the  sake 
of  the  dogs  the  mob  would  have  dispersed.  But  when 
Negro  men  are  gasolined  and  shot  and  burned  alive,  no¬ 
body  cares ! 

We  do  not  know,  but  it  is  highly  probable  that  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  very  mob  were  burning  their  own  flesh  and 
blood  as  they  danced  around  the  charred  bodies  of  their 
Negro  fellow  citizens.  But  what  matters  this?  When 
the  lust  of  blood  surges  in  the  Southern  mob,  no  consider¬ 
ation  weighs  anything;  neither  law,  nor  innocence,  nor 
heredity,  nor  religion.  When  the  mob  desires  blood,  it 
will  refuse  to  take  a  dog's  life  on  protest  of  the  Society 
for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals;  but  Federal  Con¬ 
stitution,  State’s  laws,  sheriff’s  pistols,  community  con¬ 
science,  and  the  Christian  religion  cannot  halt  a  thou¬ 
sand  loyal  American  citizens,  in  their  blood  lust,  from 
burning  alive  two  men.  Rightly  does  the  Commercial 
Appeal  continue: 

“The  greatest  danger  threatening  the  Republic  of  the  United 
States  to-day  is  from  within,  not  from  without.  And  this  danger  is 
a  lack  of  respect  for  the  law.  Lawlessness  is  gnawing  at  the  vitals 
of  the  nation  like  a  cancer.  And  mob  rule  is  just  as  damnable  a 
form  of  lawlessness  as  is  bootlegging,  safe-blowing,  and  murder.” 

The  danger  to  the  Republic  is  the  moral  danger  that 
will  ensue  from  the  burning  alive  of  human  beings  by 
mobs  at  will.  For  exponents  of  this  species  of  civil  dis¬ 
order  are  carrying  out  deliberately  their  well-laid  pro¬ 
gram  of  butchering  the  Christian  idealism,  fostered  by 
the  churches,  which  visions  men  as  of  equal  worth  in  our 
moral  universe.  The  one  warfare  of  world  society  now 
is  clearly  defined.  It  is  pagan  racialism  vs.  Christian 
idealism.  The  burning  alive  of  Negroes  is  the  bitterest 
expression  of  race  extremists  against  the  church’s  doc¬ 
trine  of  brotherhood  in  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  a  challenge 
to  Christianity  at  its  very  center. 

Nothing  more  astounding  has  happened  within  the 
nation  within  the  last  fifty  years  than  the  burning  alive 
of  two  human  beings  without  a  protest  raised  against  it 
by  any  natioiml  political  or  religious  body.  The  silence 
of  the  churches  on  tha*  burning  is  reflexive  and  most 
oppressive.  Unless  w.^  are  mistaken,  not  a  single  de¬ 
nominational  Board,  or  Synod,  or  Conference,  has  spe¬ 
cifically  denounced  the  burning  of  these  two  men  alive. 
We  have  heard  no  even  casual  condemnation  by  any  min- 
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isterial  body,  from  those  who  are  in  the  place  of  the 
nation’s  prophets  of  the  righteous  social  order. 

Why  the  silence?  Is  the  American  church  too  busy, 
preoccupied  with  gathering  in  the  shekels,  tithing  mint, 
etc.,  with  which  to  erect  huge  piles  of  stones  into  mam¬ 
moth  temples  from  which  the  spirit  of  the  conservation 
of  human  spiritual  values  has  departed?  Or  does  the 
church  lack  the  courage  to  challenge  this  destructive 
philosophy  of  color  determinism  by  means  of  which  the 
majority  race  is  emboldened  to  murder  the  minority?  Or 
must  it  be  concluded  by  the  Negro  that  the  church  by 
its  silence  is  indirectly  condoning  the  mob  that  is  doing 
all  in  its  power  to  keep  fear  inspired  in  the  Negro  that 
he  may  remain  a  semi-slave  in  the  social  structure?  Or 
is  the  American  church  so  spiritually  dead  as  to  lack 


the  vitality  necessary  to  attack  this  gangrenous  social 
evil  cutting  at  the  very  heart  of  the  country’s  idealism? 

Is  the  American  church  hesitating  to  speak  out  against 
the  burning  alive  of  Negroes  by  twos  due  to  her  lack 
of  faith  in  the  gospel  she  preaches?  Does  the  church 
believe  in  her  professed  creed?  Is  there  a  God?  Was  the 
historic  Christ  God’s  expression  of  Himself  to  men?  Do 
we  preach  Christ?  Was  He  a  racialist?  Are  men 
brothers?  Is  this  Christian  philosophy  practical?  Then 
is  the  burning  alive  of  Negro  men  in  harmony  with  the 
ideals  of  the  church  ?  Why  does  not  the  American  church 
speak  out  on  the  burning  of  these  two  Negroes?  The 
lynchers  take  silence  for  approval  or  tolerance  of  their 
crime.  To  tolerate  that  is  to  tolerate  worse.  Let  the- 
church  condemn  or  condone  the  burning  of  Negroes  alive ! 


Keep  It  Circulating 


So  CLUTTERED  is  our  modem  life  with  beneficent 
social  agencies  that  we  scarcely  pause  amid  the 
benefits  accruing  therefrom  to  give  proper  ap¬ 
praisal  to  these  agencies,  and  often  also  fail  to  reckon 
the  cost  and  requirements  of  their  maintenance.  This 
fact  holds  possibly  with  reference  to  the  American  Bible 
Society's  marvelous  service  to  humanity.  This  arm  of 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  occupied  solely  with  the  task  of 
distributing  among  the  peoples  of  every  land  the  plain 
printed  Word  of  God  for  the  healing  of  the  hurt  of  the 
nations,  and  has  been  so  engaged  continuously  for  ex¬ 
actly  one  hundred  and  eleven  years. 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  the  amount  of  good 
accomplished  by  the  society  within  that  period  of  time. 
Its  impact  has  been  one  of  the  most  constmctive  and 
creative  forces  in  society.  It  has  kept  alive  the  religious 
passion;  it  has  fed  the  too  often  flickering  flame  -of  re¬ 
ligious  faith;  it  has  ministered  to  religious  idealism  and 
has  intensified  religious  loyalties.  To  multiplied  thou¬ 
sands  of  every  clime  and  every  race  it  has  kept  supplied 
that  Book  which  so  many  millions  still  testify  is  a  lamp 
to  their  feet  and  a  light  unto  their  pathway.  During 
the  society’s  history  the  total  issues  (volumes)  of  the 
Scriptures  have  amounted  to  184,028,960  copies  which, 
placed  at  distances  of  one  mile  apart,  would  reach  to 
the  sun  and  back  to  earth  again.  During  the  year  1926, 
at  home  and  abroad,  the  society  issued  369,989  Bibles, 
664,043  Testaments,  and  8,893,329  portions,  making  a 
total  issue  of  9,907,361  in  178  languages. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  disordered  condition  of  our 
world  life,  the  factionalism,  strife,  unsteadiness  and  un¬ 
certainty  of  human  faith  in  the  existing  order  of  things 
and  in  the  adequacy  of  the  present  foundations  for  fu¬ 
ture  moral  security,  one  is  convinced  of  the  increasing 
need  of  the  Bible  with  its  wealth  of  religious  idealism 
and  contagious  passion  for  justice  and  purity  to  solve 
our  problems  and  to  give  stability  to  our  faith  and  di¬ 
rection  to  our  conduct  as  individuals  and  groups.  Con¬ 
cerning  the  place  of  the  Bible  in  our  modem  civilization. 
President  Coolidge  says  with  keen  spiritual  discernment: 

“The  foundations  of  our  society  Md  of  our  Government  rest  so 
much  on  the  teachings  of  the  Bible,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
support  them  if  faith  in  these  teachings  should  cease  to  be  prac¬ 
tically  univeracd  in  our  country.  Everyone  who  has  given  the  matter 
any  tbon^t  knows  of  the  great  literary  value  of  the  Bible  and  tjie 
broad  cmture,  aside  from  its  religious  aspect,  that  comes  from  a 
general  familiarity  with  it  Although  it  has  been  the  subject  of 
most  oareful  «nd  painstaking  study  for  hundreds  of  years,  its  most 
thorough  students  And  in  it  a  constant  revelation  of  new  thoughts 
and  new  Ideals  which  minister  to  the  spiritual  nature  of  the  race. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  of  any  kind  of  religious  instruction 


which  omitted  to  place  its  main  emphasis  on  the  precepts  of  this 
great  Book.  It  has  been  the  source  of  inspiration  and  comfort  to 
those  who  have  bad  the  privilege  of  coming  in  contact  with  it,  and 
wherever  it  goes  it  raises  the  whole  standard  of  human  relationship.” 

Since  1826,  more  than  a  hundred  years,  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  has  regarded  the  cause  espoused  by 
the  American  Bible?  Society  as  one  of  the  official  benev¬ 
olences  of  the  denomination.  During  our  Centenary 
period  we  accordingly  appropriated  to  foster  this  cause 
$160,000  per  year.  During  the  past  year,  however,  we 
have  fallen  in  our  giving  to  less  than  half  that  amount. 
The  tragedy  lies  in  the  fact  that  so  many  other  denomi¬ 
nations  have  likewise  slumped  in  their  giving  to  the  cause. 
We  can  but  hope  such  giving  is  not  expressive  of  a  cor¬ 
responding  slackening  of  interest  in  Bible  circulation, 
in  referring  to  this  fact,  the  report  of  the  society  ob¬ 
serves  : 

The  total  income  from  churches  for  the  year  was  $226,791.44. 
Unfortunately,  this  was  $39,208.66  less  than  the  budget  committee 
had  estimated  as  the  probable  income  from  the  churches  for  1926. 
This  unfavorable  situation  is  due  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the  de¬ 
nominations  which  are  among  the  largest  supporters  of  the  Bible 
Society  did  not  meet  the  expectations  of  the  budget  committee, 
and  in  some  cases  feil  below  their  gifts  of  the  previous  year.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  are  glad  to  report  that  other  denominations 
exceeded  their  gifts  of  the  previous  year.  A  list  of  the  denomi¬ 
nations  giving  more  than  $600  for  either  1926  or  1926,  together  with 
the  amounts  contributed  toward  the  budget,  is  given  below: 


Adventists  (Seventh-day)  .  $2,010 

Baptists  (Northern)  . .  720 

Brethren  . . 


Congreirationalists  . 1 .  6,341 

Disdplls  . 766* 

Lutheran  (Augustana  Synod)  . 1,426 

Lutheran  (Free  Church  and  Norwegian) .  809 

Lutheran  (United)  .  3,692 

Mennonites  .  """ 

Methodist  Episcopal  . 

Methodist  Episcopal  (South)  . 38,681 

Methodist  Episcopal  (African) .  3,127 

Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  (African)  .  971 

Methodist  Protestant  . . . 

Presbyterian  (U.  S.  A.)  . 

Presbyterian  (U.  S.)  . 

Presbyterian  (Covenanter)  . 

Presbyterian  (United)  .  3.7*3 

Reformed  (Christian)  . 

Reformed  (in  America)  . 

Reformed  (in  U.  S.) .  2,681 

United  Brethren  . 

Netherland  Reformed  . 


•Indicates  decrease. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  expects  that  Utii- 
versal  Bible  Sunday  will  be  observed  in  all  our  churches 
in  order  that  the  place  of  the  Bible  in  our  national  life 
and  the  life  of  the  world  may  be  suitably  emphasized. 
Keep  the  Bible  circulating. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Mother  India 

jk  TTENTION  is  directed  to  the  article  in  this  issue  of 
the  Advocates  entitled  “The  Heathen  in  His  Blind¬ 
ness,”  by  Stanley  High.  It  records  a  fresh  ap¬ 
proach  to  old  India  and  is  well  worthy  of  the  most  careful 
reading.  Mr.  High  pictures  an  India  which  is  not  put 
into  the  show  window  of  many  intei*pretations  of  the  mod¬ 
ern  India,  which  are  coming  in  such  profusion  in  these 
present  years. 

The  limelight  in  India  has  been  rather  generally  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  Mr.  Gandhi  and  his  enormous  influence.  The 
moral  greatness  of  Gandhi  has  so  loomed  before  the  world 
that  it  has  thrown  into  the  shadow  the  picture  of  India  of 
appalling  social  wrongs  and  human  need  made  very 
familiar  in  missionary  speeches  of  a  generation  ago. 

As  a  result  of  this  emphasis  the  idea  has  grown  up 
that  the  missionary  has  been  narrow-minded,  bigoted  and 
intolerant. 

The  same  point  of  view  expressed  in  Mr.  High’s  article 
has  been  set  forth  powerfully  by  Margaeet  Mayo  in  her 
book.  Mother  India,  published  a  few  weeks  ago  by  Har- 
court  Brace  Company.  This  book  has  already  won  de¬ 
servedly  a  large  number  of  readers  and  has  started  much 
discussion.  It  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  important 
books  of  many  years  in  its  bearing  on  missions  in  India. 
It  was  not  written  by  a  missionary.  There  is  no  mission¬ 
ary  propaganda  whatever  in  its  writing.  It  is  the  work 
of  an  American  newspaper  woman,  a  writer  of  great  charm 
and  compelling  interest.  Her  book  contains  a  close-up 
view  of  facts  in  India’s  life  all  too  frequently  glossed 
over.  This  book  reads  just  like  a  typical  missionary  ad¬ 
dress  of  a  score  of  years  ago.  It  has  been  called  one¬ 
sided,  with  some  fairness.  It  does  not  aim  to  treat  the 
whole  of  India’s  life.  It  has  been  accused  of  having  a 
bias  in  favor  of  Great  Britain — a  bias  that  is  rather  easy 
to  detect.  Nevertheless,  it  is  a  book  of  facts  which  paints 
a  picture  of  the  social  conditions  in  India  that  is  terrible 
and  appalling  to  read.  In  powerful,  concrete  pictures  it 
shows  the  life  of  the  great  masses — the  300,000,000  peo¬ 
ples  in  India.  It  gives  the  terrible  facts  of  the  treatment 
of  women.  It  shows  what  child-marriage  means  in  terms 
of  human  agony.  It  shows  why  2,000,000  babies  die  in 
India  every  year ;  the  monstrous  cruelty  of  the  caste 
system,  the  spread  of  disease ;  the  daily  result  of  super¬ 
stition  on  human  life.  All  these  receive  a  new  and  power¬ 
ful  statement. 

Just  because  this  book  of  Margaret  Mayo’s  was  not 
written  with  any  thought  of  missionary  propaganda,  it 
comes  with  a  tremendous  influence  as  a  statement  of  the 
need  of  Christianity.  It  shows  that  India’s  misery  roots 
back  to  its  religion. 

Such  a  study  as  Miss  Mayo’s  should  not  minister  to 
complacency  or  indulgence  in  that  abomination,  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  racial  superiority.  It  should  not  be  allowed  to 
revive  that  condescending  attitude  which  unfortunately 
has  marked  some  missionaries.  It  should  not  dim  our 
recognition  of  the  genuine  spiritual  truth  and  life  which 
India  has. 

But  this  picture  of  Brahmanism  in  terms  of  its  effect 
on  actual  life,  “with  its  cruel  caste  system,  and  the  degra¬ 
dation  of  the  sixty  million  untouchables,  with  its  absurd 
worship  of  all  animals,  and  its  indescribable  glorification 


of  filth,  its  treatment  of  women,  its  warfare  against  life,” 
places  a  fresh  emphasis  on  India’s  need  for  the  religion 
of  Jesus  Christ.  In  days  when  we  have  come  to  “look  at 
India  through  telescopes  in  which  the  focus  was  adjusted 
by  Gandhi  and  Tagore,”  this  is  a  timely  and  needed  serv¬ 
ice. 

“Flivver  10,000,000“ 

A  BOUT  thirty-four  years  ago  the  great  Dvorak 
wrote  his  New  World  Symphony  in  a  noble  en¬ 
deavor  to  express  in  music  the  meaning  of 
America.  This  past  year  has  witnessed  the  production  of 
a  new  world  symphony  of  a  very  different  type.  It  has 
been  produced  by  the  Boston  Symphony  orchestra  and 
bears  the  characteristic  title  of  “Flivver  10,000,000.” 
The  full  title  of  the  work  reads:  “Flivver  10,000,000,  a 
joyous  epic;  fantasy  for  the  orchestra  composed  by  F.  S. 
Converse,  inspired  by  the  familiar  legend,  ‘the  ten  mil¬ 
lionth  Ford  is  now  serving  its  owner.’  ”  It  is  an  interpre¬ 
tation  of  American  life  in  terms  of  the  machine  shop. 
In  this  composition  the  “new  world  symphony”  crashes 
out  as  jolting,  rattling  metal  accompanied  by  the  ob- 
ligato  of  the  blaring  Ford  horn.  Here  are  the  various 
movements  in  this  industrial  concerto: 

“Dawn  in  Detroit,  chanticleer  announces  the  dawn,  the  city  stirs 
— the  call  to  labor; 

“March  of  the  toilers ; 

“Din  of  the  builders; 

“Birth  of  the  hero,  the  hero  emerges  from  the  welter,  full- 
fledged,  ready  for  service,  he  tries  his  metal; 

“The  hero  wanders  forth  into  the  great  world  in  search  of 
adventure ; 

“May  night  by  the  roadside  (America’s  romance) ; 

“The  joy  riders  (America’s  frolic) ; 

“The  collision  (America’s  tragedy) ; 

“Phoenix  Americanus,  the  hero,  righted  and  shaken,  proceeds  on 
his  way  with  redoubled  energy,  typical  of  the  indomitable  Amer¬ 
ican  spirit.” 

All  this  raises  the  question,  “Is  the  new  world  sym¬ 
phony  to  be  merely  the  din  of  the  machine  shop,  the  jar¬ 
ring  blare  of  a  motor  horn.?  Is  America’s  frolic  to  be 
merely  a  joyride  and  its  tragedy  that  of  a  roadside 
collision.? 

Think  over  those  words  for  a  moment — “typical  of  the 
indomitable  American  spirit.”  Is  the  American  spirit  to 
degenerate  into  merely  a  dexterous  ingenuity  to  manipu¬ 
late  things?  God  forbid!  An  absorption  in  things  may 
make  possible  a  joyride,  but  it  is  a  joyride  to  doom.  Be¬ 
side  this  outline  of  America  as  presented  in  “Flivver  10,- 
000,000”  must  be  set  the  solemn  judgment  of  Oswald 
Spengler  in  his  Decline  of  the  West: 

“The  ossifleation  and  death  of  ancient  civilizations  occurred  when 
their  creative  and  vital  principle,  which  expressed  itself  in  a  living 
religion,  true  art,  and  the  higher  spiritual  manifestations  of  mind  and 
soul,  had  spent  its  force  and  was  replaced  by  absorption  in  material 
progress.  This  is  the  present  stage  of  our  Western  civilization, 
which  has  now  spread  over  the  whole  world.” 


Baby  Ribbon 

SOME  one  has  said  that  frequently  the  usual  evangel¬ 
istic  sermon  is  a  bunch  of  stock  illustrations  tied 
up  in  baby  ribbon. 

Baby  ribbon  is  rather  fragile  stuff  to  hold  together  a 
discourse  strong  enough  to  make  any  deep  impression. 
All  the  ills  of  the  Church  have  not  come  from  red  tape. 
Baby  ribbon  in  the  pulpit  may  be  just  as  bad  as  red  tape 
in  the  organization.  L. 
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Gasoline  Gypsies  On  the  Transcontinental  Trail 

By  William  L.  Stidger 


have  to  come  out  of  a  funny  paper, 
so-called 


You  cannot  drive  along  — -^1 

our  American  highways  across  the 

continent  any  summer  with  this  Continental  Caravan  of 
Unconventional  Columbuses  and  not  get  a  laugh  a  day 
to  drive  the  doctor  away.  There  is  a  sense  of  fun  and 
comaraderie  among  these  wistful  wanderers  of  America, 
and  it  is  most  wholesome  and  refreshing. 

One  day  while  on  one  of  these  pilgrimages  we  were 
stuck  in  the  “gumbo”  of  western  Kansas.  (“Gumbo”  is 
a  particular  and  a  peculiar  breed  of  mud  which  develops 
into  a  sticky  mass  just  after  a  rain,  a  mass  which  weighs 


long  at  a  time.  So,  from  time  to  time,  he  took  to  tne 
road.  He  was  like  the  little  girl  in  Nathalia  Crane’s  poem : 

“I  want  to  be  a  lady 

And  I  want  to  stand  serene. 

But  my  feet  are  always  dancing 
To  a  far-off  tambourine.” 

Thus  it  is  that  every  summer  America’s  feet  get  to 
**dancing  to  a  far-off  tambourine”  and  America  takes  to 
the  road  again,  takes  to  the  road  in  her  broken-down, 
second-hand  flivvers,  in  her  Packards,  Cadillacs,  and  Lin-  trained  tourist  knows  that,  in  the  wor( 
coins  and  on  her  motorcycles  in  an  interesting  caravan  writer,  it  really  runs  about  like  this,  “Pa 
that  stretches  from  coast  to  coast  in  one  unbroken,  mov-  Way — Maybe !” 

ing  procession.  It  reaches  from  Boston  Light  to  “the  I  was  adjusting  a  set  of  new  chains 
end  of  the  trail”  at  Land’s  End,  from  the  St.  Lawrence  with  mud.  I  had  to  lie  flat  on  my  stomac 
River  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

It  is  a  great  adventuring  parade  of  humanity.  It 
might  be  called  “the  big  parade.”  It  is  romance  to  fol¬ 
low  these  caravans  of  the  canyons,  these  valiant  voyagers, 
these  wistful  and  weary  Willies  of  the  slab  ways,  these 
automobile  adventurers,  these  transcontinental  Colum¬ 
buses,  these  mid-summer  Marco  Polos,  these  migrating 
Magellans. 

It  is  an  education  to  loaf  with  them  around  the  log 
fires  of  tourist  camps,  to  help  a  passing  stranger  change 
tires,  to  talk  with  the  women,  kiss  the  babies,  eat  their 
food,  and  listen  to  the  gossip.  It  is  to  know  America 
better  to  have  these  experiences. 

The  first  thing  that  America  develops  when  it  takes 
to  the  road  each  summer  is  a  sense  A 
of  humor.  The  staid,  serious-minded 
business  man  develops  a  most  un- 
usual  and  surprising  spirit  of  fun. 

You  would  not  know  him  for  the 
same  man  you  see  bustling  about 
your  city  in  mid-winter.  He  throws 
off  his^ dignity  like  a  winter  coat  and 
is  the  loudest  laugher  in  the  tourist 
camp.  If  you  who  know  him  back 
in  the  office  could  see  him  when  he 
takes  to  the  road  each  summer  you 
could  not  believe  that  he  is  the  same 
person.  When  America  takes  to 
the  road  each  summer  it  develops  a  — 

home-made  humor.  Its  fun  does  not 


that  “Sticketh  closer  than  a  brother”  to  clothes.  My 
pockets  were  full  of  it,  and  I  could  feel  a  fair-sized  lump 
of  it  oozing  down  my  back.  It  was  in  my  ears  and  eyes 
and  mouth.  I  could  feel  it  gritting  between  my  teeth 
when  I  talked,  and  there  was  enough  grit  in  what  I  had 
in  my  mouth  alone  to  sharpen  a  carving  knife  on.  I  was 
not  in  what  could  have  been  called  an  amiable  frame  of 
mind. 

Then  two  boys  drove  up.  Seeing  my  predicament 
they  stopped,  piled  out  of  their  car,  which  had  a  New 
York  State  license  on  it,  helped  me  to  adjust  my  chains, 
and  then  sat  down  on  my  running  board  for  a  chat.  They 
said  they  were  college  chaps  from  Columbia,  and  were 
on  their  way  to  California. 

“We  don’t  care  when  we  get  there,  and  we  don’t  care 
much  what  happens  on  the  way  so  that  something  does 
happen.  We  have  twenty-five  dozen  eggs.  We  fry  ’em! 
We  boil  ’em!  We  scramble  ’em!  We  hqye  eggs  morn- 
iiig,  noon,  and  night!” 

“Mostly  scrambled!”  said  one  of  them  with  a  grin, 
“especially  when  we  have  rough  roads.” 

^  their  egg  container.  It 

-I  strapped  to 

the  rear  of  their  old 
broken-down  Ford.  The 
were  packed  in 

their  little  joke  about 
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“Wandering  with  the  wandering  wind 
Vagabond  and  unconfined." 


scrambled  eggs,  but  the  truth  of  the  matter  was  that  they 
had  driven  from  Boston  to  New  York  City,  to  Niagara 
Falls,  to  Chicago,  up  on  a  thousand  mile  detour  through 
Wisconsin,  down  through  Kansas  City  and  across  the 
continent  headed  for  Denver  and  California.  They  had 
started  out  with  twenty-five  dozen  eggs  which  the  father, 
a  Vermont  farmer,  hail  put  up  for  them.  Up  to  that  time 
they  had  not  spent  five  dollars  on  what  they  called  “store 
meals”  since  they  started. 

“We  buy  fresh  milk  and  a  little  bacon  from  the  farmers 
and  eat  bacon,  eggs,  milk,  and  fruit.  If  eggs  and  milk 
are  good  for  the  ‘T.  B.’s,’  they’re  good  enough  to  keep 
us  in  health  and  happiness !” 

They  certainly  looked  both  healthy  and  happy. 

Mid-Summer  Marco  Polos 

“Why  did  you  stop  to  help  us.?”  I  asked  thtem. 

“Oh,  it’s  because  you  had  dirt  behind  the  ears !  That’s 
the  high  sign  of  the  road.  We  always  stop  and  talk  with 
anybody  who  has  dirt  behind  the  ears !  That  means  that 
they’re  regular  tourists,  that  they  belong  to  the  Brother¬ 
hood  of  American  Summer  Travelers.” 

One  tourist  that  we  met  carried  a  goat  on  the  running 
board.  One  of  the  funniest  sights  along  the  road  is  the 
sight  of  a  tourist  machine  loaded  down  with  everything 
from  a  piano  to  a  refrigerator.  But  this  goat  in  a  little 
pen  on  the  running  board  “about  got  my  goat,”  as  the 
young  flapper  of  our  party  put  it. 

I  asked  the  driver  why  he  carried  the  zoo,  and  he  said : 
“We  have  been  drinking  goat  milk  for  a  long  time.  Theda 
May  had  to  have  it,  and  we  all  got  to  drinking  it.  So 
we  brought  our  own  milk  along.  We  know  it’s  fresh! 
We  take  the  goat  off  the  running  board  every  time  we 
stop  and  let  her  graze.” 

Fellowship  of  the  Road 

The  second  thing  that  America  develops  when  it  takes 
to  the  road  each  summer  is  the  spirit  of  comradeship. 

This  is  almost  as  good  for  us  as  developing  our  home¬ 
made  humor.  We  are  aloof  from  each  other  when  we  are 
at  home.  We  do  not  speak,  we  are  afraid  to  smile;  but 
not  so  on  the  road.  Everybody  hails  the  other  car  as  it 
passes,  and  when  a  stop  is  made  for  lunch  or  night  at  the 


tourist  camps  or  along  the  way,  everybody  gets  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  other  fellow.  It  is  like  an  old-time  town 
meeting.  Through  our  tourist  life  we  are  getting  back 
some  of  the  old  neighborliness  and  friendliness. 

There  are  no  class  distinctions  when  America  takes 
to  the  road  each  summer.  Men  of  wealth  and  men  of 
poverty  mix  together  on  the  highways  and  talk  politics, 
religion,  European  labor  conditions,  crops,  the  relative 
merits  of  tires  and  cars ;  the  condition  of  the  roads  before 
and  behind ;  presidential  elections ;  the  future  of  roads  in 
America ;  and  the  beauties  of  the  hills  and  American  won¬ 
derlands.  They  even  get  to  arguing  and  debating  about 
the  respective  merits  of  their  different  States. 

There  is  no  more  friendly,  neighborly,  comradely 
place  in  America  than  the  average  tourist  camp  in  the 
summer  time  when  America  picks  up  its  family,  leaves 
its  troubles  behind,  and  takes  to  the  road  again. 

The  Pioneer  Spirit  In  a  New  Form 

The  third,  thing  that  America  develops  when  it  takes 
to  the  road  each  summer  is  the  pioneer  spirit. 

I  know  a  dainty  woman  with  a  family  of  three  chil¬ 
dren,  none  of  whom  have  ever  done  any  physical  labor. 
They  like  to  camp  along  the  road  each  summer — cook, 
put  up  a  tent,  and  build  fires,  mend  their  own  tires  and 
generally  become  pioneers. 

They  tell  of  nights  of  storm  when  the  wind  blows 
their  tents  down;  they  tell  of  thunder  and  lightning  and 
flood.  They  tell  of  foraging  for  food,  of  trapping  for 
small  game,  of  hunger  and  trouble,  and  hardships  with 
a  sense  of  pioneer  pride. 

One  night  a  cyclone  hit  their  tents  and  blew  them 
a  mile  away.  A  deluge  followed.  They  all  piled  into 
their  coupe  and  slept  the  rest  of  the  night. 

Said  the  mother:  “That  was  the  first  night  in  all  my 
life  that  I  had  ever  actually  felt  that  I  did  not  have  a 
place  to  sleep.  It  was  a  good  thing  for  our  souls.  We 
all  live  too  softly.  That  experience  stirred  up  some¬ 
thing  in  all  of  us  that  must  have  been  handed  down  from 
our  pioneer  ancestors  who  trekked  across  this  continent 
in  the  old  days  of  covered  wagons.” 

When  America  takes  to  the  road  again  it  reawakens 
the  old  pioneer  spirit  in  all  who  journey.  That  is  a 
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wholesome  thing  for  us.  An  immense  caravan 
starts  out  each  summer  with  the  spirit  of  pio¬ 
neers.  There  is  very  little  de  luxe  traveling. 

Hotels  clear  across  the  continent  tell  me  that 
more  and  more  do  automobilists  in  the  sufnmer 
take  along  their  tents.  And  those  who  do  not 
camp  sleep  in  the  thousands  of  little  houses  and 
tourists’  camps  along  the  way.  Little  houses 
can  be  rented  per  night  for  any  price  from 
twenty-five  cents  to  a  dollar.  They 
are  comfortable,  and  most  of  them 
have  running  water.  Hotel  tourist 
registrations  fell  twenty-five  per  cent 
during  the  past  year,  and  that  means 
that  more  and  more  Americans  are 
pioneering  for  themselves. 

Dignity  Left  at  Home — 

Packed  in  the  Moth  Balls 

Fourth,  America  drops  its  dignity 
when  it  takes  to  the  road  each  summer,  and  that  also 
is  good  for  the  soul  of  America. 

When  America  starts  out  on  its  summer  pilgrimage 
to  any  one  or  a  dozen  of  ten  thousand  shrines,  it  does 
not  care  how  it  looks.  It  is  out  for  fun,  and  there  are 
no  appearances  to  keep  up. 

I  have  seen  dozens  of  automobiles  fixed  up  like  the 
old  prairie  schooners,  with  an  entire  family  inside:  beds, 
stoves,  children;  women  washing  clothes  and  nursing 
babies  as  the  cars  smoothly  crossed  the  continent. 


The  Covered  Wagon — 1927  Edition 

I  looked  at  one  car  on  the  road  and  there 
was  a  six-months-old  baby  swinging  in  a 
homemade  hammock,  with  screens  around  it  to 
keep  off  the  flies  and  bugs ;  as  happy  as  a  lark. 
I  counted  twenty  families  with  tiny  babies  last 
^  summer  crossing  the  continent,  rich  and  poor. 
One  car  was  a  high-priced  one  with  a  beautiful 
white  enameled  baby-box  swinging  from  the  top 
of  the  car;  and  one  of  the  prettiest  six-months- 
old  babies  I  ever  saw  sleeping  quietly  in  it  while 
the  parents  looked  at  the  Grand  Canyon. 

Honeymooners  take  their  wedding  trips  this 
way.  It  is  more  primitive,  and  it  is  more  ro¬ 
mantic.  There  is  a  sense  of  aloneness. 

Last  summer  I  saw  gocarts,  wash  tubs,  re¬ 
frigerators,  baby  carriages,  and  hundreds  of 
dogs  being  carted  across  the  continent.  One 
evening  I  saw 'a  family  tethering  their  chickens 
out  like  hogs  or  cattle.  Each  chicken  had  a 
string  tied  to  its  leg,  and  they  were  all  eating  grass  like 


cows. 


Each  summer  America  takes  to  the  road  again.  It 
is  good  for  her  to  do  so.  The  caravan,  will  be  starting 
soon.  And  America  will  throw  off  restraint,  it  will  find 
its  sense  of  humor  again,  it  will  find  itself  self-reliant 
like  our  pioneers  of  old,  it  will  learn  to  live  and  laugh ; 
it  will  cast  off  the  veneer  of  dignity;  it  will  wear  old 
clothes ;  it  will  relax,  and  come  back  home  a  better  Amer¬ 
ica  when  the  summer  pilgrimage  is  ended. 


“The  Heathen  In  His  Blindness 


A  Fresh  Look 

By  Stan 

HERE  is  more  than  one  India. 

There  is,  for  example,  Britain  India  and  the 
native  States;  the  India  that  speaks  Hindustani 
and  the  many  smaller  Indias  that  speak  differently;  the 
India  of  Hinduism  and  of  Islam;  the  India  of  Brahmin 
and  of  oiitcaste  and  of  the  castes  between.  These  Indias 
are  real — so  real,  in  fact,  that  they  greatly  disturb  the 
dreams  of  the  country’s  patriots. 

But  there  are  other  Indias,  more  distressing  than  these 
of  geography  or  language  or  religion.  There  is  the  India 
of  materialism — of  the  land-owning  zemindar  who  holds 
the  villagers  in  virtual  slavery  and  enforces  poverty  that 
is  unparalleled ;  and  the  India  of  other-worldliness — of 
fakirs  and  sadhus,  of  holy  places  and  of  pilgrims.  Most 
distressing  of  all  perhaps,  there  is  Ihe  India  of  the  New 
Intelligentsia,  whose  population,  often  coated  with  West¬ 
ern  polish  and  nurtured  in  indifference,  is  increasing ;  and 
the  India  of  ignorance,  which  is  larger — much  larger — 
than  any  other. 

It  makes  no  small  amount  of  difference  from  which 
of  these  Indias  one’s  facts  about  India  are  derived. 

I  had  reached  some  conclusions  about  the  country 
before  I  ever  visited  it.  They  were  conclusions  not  greatly 
different  from  those  held  by  many  Americans  who  have 
honestly  sought  to  escape  the  virus  of  race  superiority. 
Most  of  them  were  supplied,  ready  made,  by  my  America- 
resident  friends  among  India’s  New  Intelligentsia.  All 


At  Old  India 

ey  High 

of  them,  since  I  came  to  the  country,  have  been  changed: 
jolted  beyond  recognition  by  contact  with  the  other  In¬ 
dias  about  which  my  friends  were  ignorant  or  had  failed 
to  warn  me. 

I  landed  in  Bombay  with  an  itinerary  rather  well 
mapped  out.  An  Indian  student  helped  me  to  map  it. 
This  student  had  shared  with  me  his  indignation  at  the 
degrading  presentation  which  India  had  received  at  the 
hands  of  a  missionary  address  he  had  just  heard.  I  was 
as  indignant  as  he.  So  we  talked  together  about  an 
itinerary — about  the  “other  India”  that  I  should  see. 

Revising  Some  Previous  Conclusions 

“If  you  want  to  know  India,”  he  has  said,  “divide 
your  time — exclusive  of  the  necessary  side  trips — between 
Gandhi’s  Ashram  at  Ahmedabad  and  Tagore’s  school  at 
Shantanekatan.” 

That  advice  seemed  sound  enough,  and  although  I 
could  not  follow  it  in  detail,  I  reached  Bombay  tentatively 
routed  through  India  from  high  spot  to  high  spot.  Bom¬ 
bay,  itself,  was  a  good  beginning.  I  had  letters  of  intro¬ 
duction  to  several  leading  Indians  in  the  city.  They 
opened  the  necessary  doors ;  to  the  offices  of  Indian  bank¬ 
ers  and  merchants ;  to  tea  with  distinguished  members  of 
the  Municipal  and  Provincial  Councils,  and  with  the  lead¬ 
ing  spokesmen  for  the  Hindu  and  Moslem  communities; 
to  long  discussions  with  Indian  editors  and  with  the 
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woman  who  is  president  of  the  Indian  National  Con¬ 
gress  ;  to  a  bewildering  round  among  the  spokesmen  for 
the  New  India.  In  fact,  my  ten  days  in  Bombay,  before 
they  were  half  through,  promised  to  surpass  my  best 
plans. 

It  was  an  Indian  who  overturned  my  fruit  wagon. 

This  man — an  Oxford  B.A. — has  ^lot  done  much  in 
politics.  But  with  an  increasing  minority  of  Indians 
who  have  given  themselves  to  social  service,  he  is  known 
and  loved  for  his  good  works  wherever,  in  the  cities  of 
India,  men  and  women  and  little  children  are  ground  out 
on  the  wheels  of  modern  industry. 

“What  and  whom  have  you  been  seeing?”  he  asked 
me  when  I  appeared  at  his  office  for  an  interview. 

I  told  him  in  some  detail  and  with  much  satisfaction. 
He  laughed. 

“When  will  you  start  in  on  India?”  he  asked. 

“What  d  o  y  o  u 
mean?” 

“Simply  this:  that 
you  won’t  find  India 
in  Bombay  or  Cal¬ 
cutta  or  Madras,  or 
even  at  Ahmedabad 
and  Shantaneketan. 

India  doesn’t  speak 
English  or  wear  shoes, 
and  isn’t  met  up  with 
over  the  tea  at  four. 

India  of  the  future — 
the  distant  future —  * 
may  be  there.  But  if 
you  are  interested  in 

•the  India  of  the  pres¬ 
ent,  with  which  you 
and  I  in  our  lifetime 
will  be  concerned,  get 
off  the  asphalt  and  on 
to  the  country  roads.  TEMPLE  WIDOWS 

The  real  India — and 

a  vastly  different  place  it  is — is  in  the  villages  where  a 
mere  ninety-one  out  of  every  hundred  Indians  dwell.” 

The  Real  India  in  the  Villages 

In  the  end  I  took  his  advice  and  remade  my  schedule. 
Gandhi’s  Ashram  and  Tagore’s  school  remained  on  it, 
but  they  were  included  as  side  trips.  The  regular  route 
lay  through  the  small  communities,  the  smaller  the  bet¬ 
ter.  I  have  visited  Mr.  Gandhi  and  have  continued  to 
meet  the  leaders  of  political  India.  But  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  Indians  and  with  their  interpretations  I  have 
seen  and  learned  many  things  about  the  other  ninety- 
one  per  cent.  And  most  of  all,  I  have  learned  how  wide 
and  deep  is  the  gulf  that  extends  between  them  and  their 
life,  their  India  and  the  India  of  the  drawing  rooms  and 
student  hostels  of  Bombay. 

Politics,  for  example,  seem  on  the  surface  of  things 
to  be  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  in  India.  They 
are,  for  the  newspapers  and  the  nine  per  cent.  They  have 
been  agog  for  many  weeks  now  over  the  forthcoming  elec¬ 
tions.  I  met  politicians  who  talked — there  were  memories 
of  home  in  their  glibness; — of  “the  revolt  of  the  masses 
against  foreign  domination”;  “the  rise  of  the  people,” 
^“the  mandate  from  the  country.”  I  concluded  that  India 
"was  very  much  involved  in  the  elections  and  that  her  most 
serious  difficulties  were  likely  to  be  solved  in  their  out¬ 
come.  Then — experimentally — I  raised  some  questions 


TEMPLE  WIDOWS  AT  BBINDABAN 


one  day  in  a  village — among  the  ninety-one  per  cent. 
I  asked  them,  and  rather  felt  that  my  question  was  im¬ 
pertinent,  how  many  were  aware  that  elections  were  due 
in  a  few  days.  Not  a  man  or  a  woman,  boy  or  girl,  among 
the  hundred  present,  even  knew  that  there  was  an  elec¬ 
tion  or  that  elections  ever  came,  and  one  of  them  capped 
my  amazement  with  the  question: 

“Just,  what,  please,  is  an  election?” 

And  yet  that  morning,  in  the  near-by  city,  a  politician 
had  declared  to  me  with  great  gusto: 

“The  masses  are  my  constituency.” 

Just  how  small  was  the  teapot  which  contained  this 
community’s  political  tempest  is  clear  from  the  fact  that 
out  of  a  population  of  85,000,  only  3,500  are  eligible 
voters.  And  the  Indian  Collector — the  highest  official 
in  the  town,  declared  with  some  pride  that  he  believed  his 
city  to  be  above  the  average.  At  any  rate,  I  continued 

to  try  out  my  ques¬ 
tion  in  the  villages. 
Eligible  voters  do  ex¬ 
ist  in  the  rural  com¬ 
munities.  But  in  the 
groups  to  which  my 
Indian  friends  have 
taken  me,  I  have  yet 
to  find  one. 

India’s  Cultured 
Nine  Per  Cent 

After  a  succession 
of  experiences  of  this 
sort  I  began  to  recall 
some  of  the  things  I 
had  heard  the  mission¬ 
aries  say.  Perhaps, 
after  all,  it  was  no 
more  fair  to  judge  In¬ 
dia  by  its  cultured 
AT  BBINDABAN  nine  per  cent  than 

America  by  its  slums. 

Other  substantial  jolts  came  to  me,  traveling  the 
dust-padded  roads  that  lie  beyond  the  asphalt.  But  of 
them  all,  the  most  severe  struck  my  conclusions  about 
India’s  spirituality.  I  knew,  rather  vaguely  even  before 
I  left  Bombay,  that  something  was  due  to  happen  on  this 
subject.  I  had  expected  that  Indians — being  the  world’s 
most  religious  civilization — ^would  fairly  exude  spirit¬ 
uality.  They  didn’t.  The  concerns  of  the  Indians  whom 
I  met  in  Bombay — aside  from  politics — seemed  to  be  the 
same  that  absorb  the  attention  of  enterprising  citizens  of 
Cleveland  or  Pittsburgh  or  San  Francisco.  I  mentioned 
my  perplexity  on  this  point  in  a  group  of  leading  Bombay 
Indians  one  day,  and  one  of  them — a  mill  owner — declared : 

India’s  Propaganda  for  Foreign  Consumption 

“You’ve  swallowed  the  bunk  that  has  been  put  out 
for  foreign  consumption.  At  home  we  are  amazingly  like 
you  hustling  Westerners.” 

In  the  country,  of  course,  that  statement  had  to  be 
modified.  In  rural  India — among  the  majority — there  is 
religion,  an  amazing  amount  of  it.  But  this  religion  is 
of  two  sorts.  And  in  view  of  the  conditions  that  surround 
them,  neither  apf)ears,  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  West¬ 
erner,  to  be  inspiring.  There  is,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
religion  of  the  masses — the  religion  that  finds  its  basis 
in  fear  and  its  fruit  in  a  degrading  social  system.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  is  the  religion  of  the  few. 
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**You  must  go  to  Brindaban,”  a  Hindu  acquaintance 
told  me.  You  will  find  my  religion  there  more  beautiful 
than  in  any  other  city — more  beautiful,  I  think,  than  even 
Benares.” 

I  went  to  Brindaban.  Its  temples  are  glorious  and 
its  shrines  almost  without  number.  But  the  religion  of 
Brindaban  is  at  its  best  in  architecture.  There  are  more 
than  6,000  Hindu  widows  in  the  temples  of  Brindaban., 
Driven  from  their  homes  when,  the  husband  dies,  they 
come  to  Brindaban  and  are  enslaved.  That  statement 
sounds  extreme — as  though  I  had  been  talking  to  a  mis¬ 
sionary.  I  had.  A  missionary  woman  doctor  told  me 
with  what  regularity  illegitimate  temple  children  are  de¬ 
serted  at  the  door  of  her  hospital.  But  it  was  a  Hindu 
priest  who  .related  how  the  most  attractive  and  the 
youngest  of  these  widows  are  rented  out  to  the  pilgrims 
who  come,  and  how  hundreds  of  babies,  every  year,  are 
drowned  in  the  sacred  Jumna.  And  not  &  missionary, 
but  one  of  the  widows,  when  I  asked  her  why  she  had 
come,  said:  “For  the  same  reason  as  all  the  rest.  My 
husband  died.  My  family  re¬ 
fused  me  food.  I  had  to 
come  or  die.” 

And  so  she  sits  with  a 
group  of  the  older  widows — 
five  hundred  wretched,  hope¬ 
less  women — and  for  four 
hours  every  day  pounds  her 
little  brass  cymbals  back 
and  forth  and  chants  with 
the  rest  in  shrill  rhythm: 

“Ram,  Ram,  Sita,  Ram 
Hori  Bol  Radha  Krishna.” 

I  recalled  those  cries  to 
Ram  and  Sita  and  Krishna 
when  I  went,  a  few  hours 
later,  to  the  home  of  Brinda- 
ban’s  leading  Hindu.  His 
house  was  a  sanctuary. 

Above  the  delicate  carving  of  the  stone  door  there  were 
inscriptions  from  the  Vedas.  He  came  out  onto  a  little 
portico  above  a  quiet  courtyard — an  old  man,  kindly, 
considerate,  godlike.  Saffron  robes  marked  his  renun¬ 
ciation  of  the  world,  and  the  painted  triangle  on  his 
forehead  revealed  his  orthodox  Vishnaism.  For  a  long 
time  we  talked  together.  He  told  me  of  the  hours,  each 
day,  which  he  spent  in  prayer  and  of  the  knowledge 
of  God  which  those  hours  had  brought  him. 

Where  Religion  and  Morality  Part  Company 

Then  I  recalled  the  widows  in  the  temple  compound 
and  the  temple  children  up  at  the  hospital,  and  it  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  that  Jesus — who  also  knew  God — ^had  in¬ 
sisted  that  that  knowledge  would  find  its  final  measurement 
“inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
these.”  So  I  told  my  Hindu  friend  of  the  things  I  had 
seen  and  of  the  stories  I  had  heard  about  religion  at 
Brindaban.  He  smiled  and  shrugged  his  shoulders. 

“That  is  all  true,”  he  said,  “and  much  more  that  you 
do  not  know.  But  what  does  that  have  to  do  with  re¬ 
ligion?  There  is  immorality  and  morality  in  Hinduism; 
oppression  and  freedom.  But  we  Hindus  are  concerned 
with  none  of  these  things.  Religion  to  us  is  communion 
of  the  soul  with  God;  that  and  nothing  more.” 

The  Brahmin  who  was  my  guide  that  afternoon  piloted 
me  back  through  the  city — its  streets  crowded  with  pil¬ 


grims  and  lined  with  shops  vending  the  paraphernalia 
of  worship. 

“It’s  very  fine,”  he  said,  “talking  about  religion.  We 
Indians  enjoy  that  very  much.” 

I  agreed.  There  is  probably  no  country  on  earth 
where  religion  is  talked  more  easily,  or  where  it  has  been 
less  widely  interpreted  in  helpful  relationship  to  the  needs 
of  the  people.  Brahmins  for  centuries  have  gone,  dis¬ 
cussing  God,  through  the  bazaars  of  Brindaban.  And  it 
is  a  reproach  to  them  and  to  their  faith,  that  they  have 
kept  their  gowns  unsoiled.  The  aloofness  of  which  they 
boast  has  been  supplied  by  their  religion.  But  the  masses 
of  India,  in  the  name  of  that  religion,  have  sat  in  dark¬ 
ness,  for  their  backs  have  borne  the  structure  in  which 
India’s  favored  bom  have  lived  apart  to  meditate  and 
to  discuss. 

A  day  or  two  later  I  was  out  in  the  villages  again — 
this  time  with  a  missionary.  We  held  our  last  meeting 
at  dusk  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  where  we  were  stop¬ 
ping.  We  went  through  the  bazaar,  past  a  temple  and 

the  village  wells,  where  the 
women  had  come  to  draw,  to 
the  narrow  alleys  that  lead 
through  the  sweeper  quarter. 
The  houses  here — mud  huts 
they  were — ^leaned  crazily 
together.  The  smoke  from 
evening  fires  hung  low  above 
them.  There  were  dogs 
asleep  in  our  path ;  and  pigs. 
A  few  little  children — they 
grew  to  a  flock — followed 
“salaaming”  behind  us.  Their 
parents,  the  entire  quarter| 
in  fact,  were  already  in  the 
courtyard  set  aside  for  Chris¬ 
tian  meetings.  They  were  a 
congregation  of  outcastes. 
The  wells,  a  stone’s  throw 
away,  were  forbidden  them, 
so  they  drew  from  a  filthy  pool  nearby.  Likewise  their 
presence  would  pollute  the  temples,  so  they  were  pre¬ 
vented  from  worshipping  in  them.  The  schools,  in  fine 
theory,  were  open  to  their  children.  But  in  fact,  due  to 
the  pressure  from  caste  families,  they  were  barred. 

Here,  among  the  outcastes,  the  missionary  gave 
his  message.  And  the  outcastes  heard  him  gladly — as 
they  had  heard  Jesus  gladly,  because  there  had  been  no 
others  to  speak  to  them  and  because  the  things  He  said 
seemed  to  bring  so  much  hope  where  there  had  been  so 
little.  They  sang  their  own  songs,  and  for  a  Scripture 
lesson  a  small  boy  recited  the  story — it  seemed  rather 
to  the  point — of  the  Man,  who  from  another  small  boy’s 
loaves  and  fishes,  had  fed  five  thousand.  And  the  men, 
they  could  neither  read  nor  write,  asked  the  missionary 
for  someone  who  could  open  a  night  school  among  them. 

Out  on  the  road  again  we  stopped  at  the  Hindu  tem¬ 
ple.  The  priests  were  putting  to  sleep,  for  the  night, 
their  various  gods  and  goddesses.  A  whole  corps  of 
Hindu  choristers  united  cymbals  and  bells  in  a  vesper 
uproar.  The  priest  paused  before  each  shrine  with 
shouted  incantations.  In  the  street,  where  we  stood,  a 
crowd  gathered.  They  bowed  with  the  priests  and  mur¬ 
mured  their  prayers  when  they  shouted.  A  little  boy  with 
two  copper  pieces  threw  them  before  a  huge  gilded  ido" 
and  stood  waving  his  arms  like  the  priest. 

The  din  of  the  temple  followed  us  through  the  city. 


/CAME  to  India  fed  up  with  the  intolerance  of 
Christianity.  I  did  not  believe  in  the  sentiments 
of  many  of  our  missionary  messages  and  in  the 
expressions  of  many  of  our  mission  hymns.  But  away 
from  the  wide  porticoes  and  quiet  classrooms  of  Indians 
nine  per  cent  I  have  seen  another  India — not  talked  of 
over  the  tea.  It  is  in  this  India  that  the  missionary 
serves.  His  message — since  it  involves  unpleasant 
facts  and  more  unpleasant  responsibilities — may  sound 
intolerant  to  the  New  Intelligentsia.  But  it  is  a  mes¬ 
sage  of  kindly  ministry  and  hope  to  the  ninety-one  per 
cent  of  India's  population  who  live  beyond  the  asphalt 
where,  heavy  with  ancient  fears, 

“The  heathen  in  their  blindness 
Bow  down  to  wood  and  stone." 
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Graduates  With  Honors 


WHETHER  the  persistence  and  singleness  of  pur¬ 
pose  which  have  followed  him  during  the  thirty- 
seven  years  of  his  life  are  due  to  the  historic 
atmosphere  that  surrounds  his  birthplace  or  to  hereditary 
laws  or  to  a  happy  combination  of  both  factors  is  hardly 
ascertainable.  It  is  true,  however,  that  the  Rev.  Matthew 
W.  Clair,  Jr.,  son  of  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair,  is  making  a 
record  for  preparation  and  service  in  the  ministry  and 
work  of  the  Church  which  is  highly  creditable  to  the  place 
of  his  birth  and  to  his  parentage  as  well. 

In  1890,  August  12,  he  was  bom  in  Harper’s  Ferry, 
Va.  While  his  distinguished  father  was  serving  in  that 
remarkable  pastorate  of  Asbury  Church,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  young  Clair  was  finishing  his  high-school  course 
there.  After  graudation,  in  1909,  he  studied  architecture 
in  Syracuse  University  for  a  year.  He  then  won  his 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at  Howard  University,  gradu¬ 
ating  in  1915.  Having  decided  to  enter  the  ministry,  he 
matriculated  at  the  School  of  Theology,  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity,  taking  therefrom  the  S.T.B.  degree.  In  1918-19 
he  was  enlisted  as  chaplain  of  the  320th  Labor  Battalion 
overseas.  On  returning  to  the  States  he  was  appointed 
to  the  pastorate  at  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  serving  there 
during  1920-21.  The  next  three  years  he  was  pastor  at 
Roanoke,  Va.  He  was  then  called  to  Daytona-Cook- 
man  Collegiate  Institute,  to  organize  there  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Religious  Education.  He  assumed  the  task,  go¬ 
ing  to  Florida,  where  he  remained  in  charge  of  the  de¬ 
partment,  serving  also  as  pastor  of  the  local  Church 

tntil  the  exigencies  of  the  situation  of  our  work  in  Denver 
d  the  bishop  of  Covington  Area,  to  which  our  colored 
work  there  belongs,  to  believe  that  Matthew  W.  Clair,  Jr., 
fresh  from  the  schools  and  of  sufficient  pastoral  experience 
was  the  man  to  be  entrusted  with  this  exacting  task  in 
the  far  West.  So  Bishop  Matthew  W.  Clair  appointed  the 
Rev.  Matthew  W.  Clair,  Jr.,  to  our  Scott  Church  in 
Denver.  And  the  appointment  has  been  amply  justified 
by  the  results.  Aided  materially  by  his  accomplished 
and  resourceful  wife,  he  has  been  able  to  vitalize  through¬ 
out  every  department  the  Church  life,  and  to  enhearten 
a  discouraged  membership  so  that  plans  already  formu¬ 
lated  will  early  materialize  into  housing  our  congregation 


in  a  magnificent,  modem  church  structure  adapted  to 
every  demand  of  a  religious  and  social  program  for  a 
forward-looking,  cultured  congregation. 

While  fostering  wisely  and  with  commendable  success 
every  phase  of  Church  life,  he  at  the  same  time  assumed 
the  extra  task  of  further  scholastic  preparation  for  his 
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ministry.  With  the  sympathetic  co-operation  of  Presi¬ 
dent  E.  Guy  Cutshall,  of  Iliff  School  of  Theology  at  Den¬ 
ver,  he  entered  that  institution,  from  which,  at  its  recent 
commencement,  he  graduated  witb  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Sacred  Theology.  The  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate  congratulates  him  heartily  in  his  achievement,  along 
with  the  Denver  Star,  which  says:  “The  Rev.  Mr.  Clair 
has  made  rapid  progress  in  the  ministry  and  in  school, 
carrying  both  burdens  with  that  spirit  of  enthusiasm  and 
joy  that  is  characteristic  of  an  earnest,  sincere  lover  of 
all  mankind  whose  keynote  in  life  is  service.” 


New  Superintendent  at  E.  L.  Rust 

Home 


MISS  NELLIE  E.  CARSON,  of  70  University 
Avenue,  Delaware,  Ohio,  has  been  appointed  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  E.  L.  Rust  Home,  at  Holly 
Springs,  Miss.  Rust  Home  is  one  of  the  institutions  of 
The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  is  affiliated 
inth  Rust  College. 

Miss  Carson  is  well  equipped  for  this  work.  She  is 
*n  alumnus  of  Ohio  State  University,  and  has  given  eleven 
years  to  work  in  one  of  the  colored  schools  of  The 
iJVoman’s  Home  Missionary  Society.  For  six  years  she 
Fas  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Plymouth,  Ohio. 

Miss  Annie  Deming,  of  Lodi,  New  York,  becomes  as- 
fistant  superintendent  of  Rust  Home.  Miss  Deming  is  an 


alumnus  of  Syracuse  University.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  a  Methodist  minister,  and  has  long  been  interested 
in  the  organizations  of  the  Church.  She,  too,  has  had 
experience  in  school  work.  We  predict  a  prosperous  year 
at  Rust. 

Miss  M.  Rebecca  Barbour,  the  retiring  superintend¬ 
ent,  and  Miss  Ella  Becker,  the  assistant  superintendent, 
have  given  twenty-five  and  twenty-seven  years,  respec¬ 
tively,  to  Rust  Hohie.  They  have  grown  into  and  with 
the  institution,  and  will  be  greatly  missed  by  all. 

>We  ask,  in  behalf  of  these  new  leaders,  the  hearty 
support  and  co-operation  that  has  been  extended  in  the 
past,  from  all  who  are  interested  in  this  splendid  home. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


IXTEKKATIOXAl.  SkSIXS 


The  leader  who  would  try  directly  or  indi¬ 
rectly  to  lead  his  people  away  from  religion 
thereby  proclaims  his  unfitness  for  his  po¬ 
sition. 


8AM  HU8TOK  COIXEOE. 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


Missionary  Interpretation 


l.ESSON  FOR  SuKDAT,  AuousT  14,  1927 


DAVID  BRINGS  THE  ARK  TO  JERUSALEM 


THIRD  QUARTER.  LESSON  VII.  AUGUST  14 


Soripture  Leison — 2  Sam.  2. 
6.  1-16;  Psalm  24. 


1-4;  5.  1-6; 


David  Beeomtt  King.  Upon  the  death  of 
Saul,  David  was  made  king  over  his  own 
tribe  Judah,  while  Saul’s  son  was  made  king 
over  the  other  tribes.  Thus  the  kingdom  of 
Saul  was  temporarily  divided.  Ordinarily 
one  would  exp^  a  civil  war  in  such  a  case; 
but  there  was  not  in  this  one.  David  mani¬ 
fested  the  highest  respect  for  Saul’s  house 
and  Saul’s  friends,  which  showed  both  good 
political  sagacity  and  the  purity  of  his  heart. 
Saul’s  son  soon  became  impopular,  and  was 
murdered;  and  his  kinj^om  chose  David  as 
their  king  also.  His  first  important  act  as 
king  of  the  nation  was  to  take  from  the  Jebu- 
sites  a  city  which  he  named  Jerusalem  and 
made  the  national  capital.  His  most  im¬ 
portant  religious  act  was  to  make  Jerusalem 
also  the  religious  capital  of  his  people. 

The  Ark.  The  Ark  of  the  Covenant  was 
a  small  chest  which  was  supposed  to  contain 
the  Decalogue.  It  was,  therefore,  a  visible 
symbol  of  the  covenant  between  the  people 
and  their  God,  and  for  that  reason  was  con¬ 
sidered  the  symbol  of  the  presence  of  God 
among  the  people.  It  had  been  captured  bv 
the  Philistines  in  the  fatal  battle  in  which 
Eli’s  sons  were  killed,  but  some  months  later 
(1  Sam.  6.  1)  it  was  fearfully  returned  to 
Israel.  For  many  years  more  it  remained  in 
a  private  home  practically  neglected  by  the 
people  (1  Sam.  7.  2)  until  David  sufBciently 
interested  himself  in  it  to  depwsit  it  in  a 
prepared  place  in  his  new  national  capital. 
In  fact,  it  was  doubtless  neglected  for  more 
than  twenty  years — from  Eli’s  death  until  this 
time.  By  now  no  one  seemed  to  remember 
just  how  it  was  to  be  treated  (2  Sam.  6.  6-11). 

Why  the  Ark  Wcu  Neglected.  Not  only 
did  Saul  neglect  it  throughout  his  administra¬ 
tion,  but  also  Samuel,  who  is  known  for  his 
religious  interest,  neglected  it  throughout  his 
administration.  There  must  have  been  some 
reason  for  the  neglect  of  a  symbol  formerly 
held  so  sacred  by  the  people.  I  think  this 
reason  is  to  be  found  in  the  dwindling  sig¬ 
nificance  which  had  come  to  be  attached  to 
the  ark;  and  its  significance  dwindled  because 
it  had  been  captured  by  the  Philistines.  It 
bad  formerly  been  believed  that  its  presence 
in  battle  assured  success  or,  at  any  rate,  that 
it  could  not  be  captured  by  an  enemy-— God 
would  protect  it  and  those  who  defended 
it.  But  by  its  capture  that  idea  was  proved 
a  mistake.  Henceforth  we  hear  nothing  more 
about  its  being  taken  into  battle.  The  people 
came  to  believe  that  God  might  be  with  them 
without  the  ark,  and  that  He  might  be  against 
them  with  it.  So  when  the  kingdom  was 
later  divided,  the  northern  tribes  did  not 
think  that  they  were  at  any  great  disadvan¬ 
tage  without  the  ark.  The  religion  of  the 
people  was  becoming  more  and  more  divorced 
from  any  particular  type  of  symbolism;  and 
for  the  more  reflective  it  was  becoming  di¬ 
vorced  from  any  symbolism  at  all. 

The  Importance  of  David’e  Attitude  To¬ 
ward  the  Ark.  But  only  a  comparatively  few 
people  of  any  nation  can  be  classed  as  the 
more  reflective;  and  the  less  civilized  the  na¬ 
tion,  the  smaller  the  ratio  between  the  more 
refi^ive.  and  the  others.  For  the  rank  and 
file  of  any  people,  if  the  symbolism  of  their 
religion  is  allowed  to  lose  its  significance  with¬ 
out  taking  on  some  other  significance,  the 
religion  symbolized  will  also  decay  along  with 
it.  When  David  restored  the  ark  to  his  na¬ 
tional  capital  he  at  the  same  time  reawakened 
in  the  people  the  consciousness  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  type  of  their  religion.  He  restored 
their  more  ancient  confidence  in  their  God. 
His  act  aroused  in  them  the  recollection  of 
the  glorious  past  of  their  ancestors  when 


God  led  Moses  and  Joshua  so  victoriously 
against  their  enemies,  and  promised  to  their 
people  such  a  glorious  future — ^before  which 
recollections  the  temporary  capture  of  the 
ark  seemend  but  a  trifle.  Their  hope  was  re¬ 
enlivened — and  the  suspicion  arose  that  this 
promised  glorious  future  was  now  beginning 
to  dawn.  Had  he  undertaken  the  removal 
of  the  ark  at  the  beginning  of  his  adminis¬ 
tration,  his  act  would  hardly  have  aroused 
such  popular  enthusiasm  at  it  later  did.  By 
this  time  he  had  established  himself  in  the 
heart  of  the  people  as  a  leader  who  could 
lead  to  victory,  to  national  honor,  and  to 
national  greatness.  He  had  captured  their 
imaginaticH)  and  their  will  by  his  thrilling 
successes  in  extending  the  boundary  of  his 
kingdom  and  in  defending  its  former  bound¬ 
ary.  They  could  not  but  become  enthusias¬ 
tic  in  whatever  he  was  enthusiastic.  His 
spirit  had  become  contagious.  He  had  be¬ 
come  the  true  leader. 

The  Significance  of  David’s  Act.  By  mani¬ 
festing  such  enthusiastic  interest  in  the  ark, 
David  made  it  clear  to  his  people  that  he 
considered  his  successes  the  successes  of  and 
through  God,  and  that  he  meant  to  honor  God 
by  giving  Him  the  first  place  in  the  national 
life.  He  probably  acted  more  wisely  than  he 
knew.  His  was  no  calculating  interest  to 
popularize  himself  or  the  more  easily  to  con¬ 
trol  his  people;  but  he  was  a  genuinely  re¬ 
ligious  man.  But  as  a  political  leader  he 
could  not  have  done  a  finer  thing  than  to 
m'anifest  a  vital  interest  in  their  religion. 
And  the  political  and  social  leader  to-day  can 
do  nothing  better  than  to  be  like  David  in 
spirit.  He  does  not  have  to  bring  an  ark 
into  his  office;  but  he  ought  to  take  the 
spirit  of  Christ  there;  and  he  ought  to,  as 
far  as  it  is  now  practicable,  manifest  the  spirit 
of  Christ  in  all  his  acts.  He  need  not  bring 
an  ark  into  his  office;  but  he  ought  to  honor 
God  before  his  people  by  his  moral  and  finan¬ 
cial  support  and  by  his  regular  presence  in 
God’s  house  and  his  interest  in  God’s  causes. 


"Thou  shalt  he  shepherd  of  my  people  Israel" 
(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

God  loved  Israel.  He  longed  for  them  a 
king  of  his  own  choosing.  Saul  was  not  God’s 
choice  except  that  he  yielded  to  the  cry  of 
the  people  for  a  king,  and  Saul  was  of  the 
type  they  would  follow.  God  had  better 
things  in  store  for  them  when  they  should 
have  learned  their  lesson.  David  was  more 
than  a  king;  he  was  the  shepherd  of  Israel, 
and  the  type  of  Him  who  should  come  to  give 
honor  to  his  family,  and  make  his  name  im¬ 
mortal  not  only  to  Israel,  but  to  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  should  come  to  know  the  “Son  of 
David.’’ 

David  recognized  the  place  that  Israel  was 
to  fill  among  the  nations  of  the  world.  He 
chose  Jerusalem  for  his  capital,  and  sent  at 
once  for  the  ark,  which  was  the  symbol  of  the 
presence  of  Jehovah,  that  it  might  come  to 
its  resting  place  in  the  city  he  had  chosen. 
From  this  center  he  was  to  unifv  and  organ¬ 
ize  the  tribes  of  Israel  as  the  chosen  people 
of  God  in  the  world.  From  this  place  he  was 
to  send  the  light  of  the  true  God  to  shine 
among  all  the  nations  surrounding  Israel. 

There  has  ever  been  a  center  from  which 
God’s  work  in  the  world  has  been  carried 
forward.  It  was  first  in  Jerusalem,  to  which 
the  Great  Deliverer  of  all  the  earth  came. 

It  was  moved  westward  during  all  the  Chris¬ 
tian  centuries  until  now  it  is  true  that  the 
strength  of  missionary  enterprise  is  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere.  This  brings  to  us  the 
responsibility  of  being  the  shepherds  to  all 
the  lands  of  the  earth.  If  the  nations  are  re¬ 
deemed  and  saved,  it  will  be  because  we  keep 
our  trust  and  are  true  to  our  privilege. 

What  God  said  to  David  He  is  saying  to 
many  whom  He  is  calling  to  be  missionaries^ 
or  ministers  of  His  to  the  people  in  the  da;flH 
places  of  earth.  This  call  is  ours  in  this  ov^ 
day.  We  should  make  our  light  shine  to 
those  who  are  yet  in  the  dark,  and  we  should 
make  America  so  light  that  all  the  people 
can  see  that  God  is  with  us.  Some  Philis¬ 
tines  may  have  seized  the  ark  which  marks 
His  presence  and  power.  Like  David,  we 
should  quickly  restore  it  to  Israel  and  let  all 
the  people  know  that  God  is  with  us. 

OAMMOX  SEMIXARY. 


Epworth  League  Topic 


AUGUST  14 


By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 


MY  LIFE  WORK— A  CALLING  OR  A  JOB? 

(Luke  4.  1-11;  Col.  3.  23) 


A  Job.  The  city  has  been  putting  in  some 
sewerage  pipes  in  one  of  the  streets  that 
border  our  school  property.  I  have  fre¬ 
quently  watched  the  men  at  work.  I  have 
never  seen  men  work  so  slowly  in  all  my  life. 
It  requires  a  minute  or  two  to  lift  a  shovel 
full  of  dirt  and  equally  as  long  a  time  to  hit 
a  stroke  with  a  pick.  Getting  a  drink  of 
water  requires  a  good  recess  period.  Those 
men  are  working  at  a  job.  There  is  no  in¬ 
terest,  no  enthusiasm.  They  do  just  enough 
to  “get  by”  the  boss  and  get  the  so-much- 
per  that  is  prmnised  as  wages.  That  is  the 
way  with  every  man  or  woman  who  is  work¬ 
ing  at  a  “job.”  Such  a  person  has  three  con¬ 
cerns:  the  clock,  the  boss,  and  the  pay  en¬ 
velope.  What  'are  you  spending  your  life  in. 
a  “job”? 

A  Calling.  A  good  many  people  think  that 
there  is  only  one  job  that  is  a  calling,  the 
ministry.  I  don’t  believe  that  at  all.  In  our 
Colossian  reference,  8.  23,  Paul  is  saying 


that  any  employment  may  be  made .  a  “call¬ 
ing”  if  one  does  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  serve 
God  through  it.  Give  to  your  job  all  that 
you  have  of  knowledge,  zeal,  and  devotion, 
and  you  transform  the  job  into  a  calling. 
No  matter  how  menial  the  job,  it  can,  by 
sacrificial  devotion,  be  raised  to  the  dignity 
of  a  “calling.”  Shining  shoes  may  be  made 
as  much  a  calling  as  presiding  over  Annual 
Conferences.  No  one  need  feel  that  because 
his  task  is  not  of  the  white-collar  kind,  there¬ 
fore  it  cannot  be  a  “calling.”  Some  of  us 
have  one  talent,  some  five.  The  one  talent 
man  must  do  the  one  talent  job.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  he  gives  his  best,  all  of  it,  all  the  time, 
he  thereby  makes  his  “job”  a  “calling.” 


To  serve  the  present  age. 

My  calling  to  fulfill. 

Oh,  may  it  all  my  powers  engage 
To  do  my  Master’s  will. 
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Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Bridgeport,  Ohio — ^The  Steubenville  group 
of  the  C^umbus  District,  Lexington  Confer¬ 
ence,  held  an  inspiring  group  meeting  at 
Bridgeport,  Ohio,  Thursday,  July  14.  The 
Rev.  W.  P.  Kellogg  is  president,  and  Mrs. 
Bertha  C.  J ames,  corresponding  secretary. 
—Reporter. 

Reddick,  Fla. — The  recent  revival  on  July 
10,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Moses  at 
Debose  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
proved  a  success  in  every  particular.  Five 
new  converts  and  five  laymen  were  added 
to  the  church.  We  heartily  welcome  the 
Rev.  Moses  at  any  time.  We  thank  the 
bishop  and  district  superntendent  for  send¬ 
ing  him  to  us  as  our  pastor. — N.  Thomas, 
Reporter. 

Marietta,  Ohio — On  the  first  Sunday  in 
July,  the  stewards  and  trustees  of  Union 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  con¬ 
ducted  a  rally  from  which  they  raised  $100, 
The  same  was  divided  equally  between  the 
stewards  and  trustees.  On  the  11th  of  July 
a  union  picnic  of  five  Sunday  schools  from 
Marietta,  Ga.,  went  to  Rockdale  Park,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.  This  was  the  grandest  picnic 
of  the  season. — A.  H.  Jackson,  Reporter. 

Marion,  N.  C.—On  June  12,  the  Children’s 
Day  program  of  Addies  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  was  successfully  con¬ 
ducted  In  every  way.  The  church  was  beau¬ 
tifully  decorated.  At  11  A.  M.,  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Shuford  preached  a  very  inspiring 
sermon.  At  8  P.  M.,  the  small  children 
rendered  their  program.  At  8.30  P.  M.  the 
young  people  rendered  the  play,  “Gretchen’s 
Wondrous  Adventure.”  Collection  for  the 
day,  $40.26. — Mrs.  I.  C.  Ervin,  Reporter. 

« Mansfield,  Tenn. — Our  church  is  doing  well 
^er  the  administration  of  our  pastor,  the 
:v.  P.  McDonald,  and  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  July  the  Rev.  Jesse  P.  Price,  ex-pastor 
and  our  ex-district  superintendent,  was  with 
ns.  At  10.30  o’clock  he  reviewed  the  lesson 
from  the  subject,  “Opportunities  for  Leader¬ 
ship.”  At  11.30  he  preached  a  wonderful  ser¬ 
mon  from  the  text,  Isaiah  1.  19,  20.  At  the 
close  of  the  sermon  he  called  for  sinners,  and 
thirteen  came  forward  and  three  professed 
faith  in  Christ  and  joined  the  church. — Miss 
Lonnie  Mai  Tharpe,  Reporter. 

Ruleville,  Miss, — It  is  a  pleasure  for  the 
writer  to  thank  the  good  people  of  New  Hope 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  Jones 
Bayou  for  a  great  chicken  rally,  July  10,  led 
by  Sister  Esther  Smith.  Others  contributing 
were;  E.  M.  McClarn,  of  Poplar  Grove  Bap¬ 
tist  Church;  E.  Crawford,  J.  P.  Ramsey,  of 
Magnolia  Baptist  Church;  Alice  McGee,  Bes¬ 
sie  Miller,  Allen  Hopkins,  Lovie  Fench,  Dot- 
tie  Crochen,  Bettie  Wallace,  Ella  King, 
Georgia  Triplet,  A.  B.  Robins,  Lura  Triplet, 
Lula  Hopkins,  Ella  Sills.  God  bless  these 
good  people. — A.  L.  Hickman,  Reporter. 

Springfield,  Ohio. — The  ofScials  of  Wiley 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  have  raised  the 
floor  of  the  Sunday-school  room  and  put  in 
rest  rooms  in  the  basement.  Aid  No.  1  is 
remodeling  the  kitchen  and  putting  in  a  new 
Wpboard.  Aid  No.  2  paid  another  one  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  on  the  parsonage.  The  play¬ 
ground  is  beautiful,  and  everything  is  in 
re^iness  for  the  District  Conference.  A 
rally  was  held  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  July 
™>8e  $1,000  on  improvements,  for  all  of 
JJhich  the  pastor  feels  proud. — Rev.  J.  W. 
Crook,  Pastor;  Stella  HuffnNui,  Reporter. 

La  Crosse,  Fla. — Sunday,  June  26,  was  a 
jjigh  day  at  Mt.  Carmel  Methodist  Episcopal 
hnreh.  We  held  a  rally  to  finish  our  church. 

“  A.  M.  our  beloved  pastor  preached  a 
ble  sermon.  At  8  P.  M.  Dr.  S.  B.  Wilson, 

I  Gainesville,  preached  a  soul-stirring  ser- 
,  At  8  P.  M.  our  dear  district  super- 
tendent.  Dr.  D.  S.  Selmore,  preached  as 
before  a  sermon  that  will  be  long  re- 
ambered.  We  thank  Dr.  Selmore  for  send¬ 


ing  us  such  a  God-sent  man  as  the  Rev. 
Murry,  the  man  we  have  needed  for  years. 
Our  collection  for  the  dtay  was  $43.60.  We 
have  wily  sixteen  members,  but  we  are  march¬ 
ing  on.  We  do  not  owe  ai^hing  on  World 
Service. — AUene  W.  Keith,  Reporter. 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Sunday  school  at  Gor¬ 
don  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  held  at  the  usual  hour,  and  was  well  at¬ 
tended.  At  11  A.  M.  love  feast  and  general 
class  meeting  was  conducted.  At  7.80  P.  M. 
the  pastor  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon. 
The  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  to  181. 
June  26  was  rally  day  at  Gordon.  At  11 
A.  M.  the  Rev.  Endonia,  of  Fisk  University, 
spoke  to  the  delight  of  all  who  heard  him. 
Sunday  evening  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Fields,  pastor 
of  Pleasant  Green  Baptist  church,  and  his 
congregation  worshipped  with  us.  He  also 
preached  a  wonderful  sermmi.  We  are  al¬ 
ways  glad  to  have  them  come  to  us.  The  neat 
sum  of  $166.14  was  raised.  We  are  prying 
to  have  a  good  year’s  report. — Rev.  HL  P. 
Gordon,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Fruzie  A.  Vaughters, 
Reporter. 

Dickson,  Tenn. — Bowman  Chapel;  The  Y. 

C.  W.  Club  and  the  Busy  Bee  Club,  both 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Ida  L.  Ransom, 
are  doing  a  great  work.  They  have  recently 
wired  the  parsonage  for  electric  lights,  to  the 
amount  of  $32.60,  and  are  planning  to  do 
other  work  in  and  about  the  church  and  par¬ 
sonage.  The  Children’s  Dax  program  was 
fine.  Mrs.  L.  Inghram,  the  daughter  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs,  A.  Ransom,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
spent  several  days  visiting  her  parents.  She 
is  an  active  worker  of  the  church  and  public 
at  large.  She  directed  a  wonderful  program 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Ladies’  Aid.  l^e  pres¬ 
ence  and  work  of  Mrs.  Inghram  was  very 
much  lappreciated.  The  spirit  ran  high  in  the 
general  class  meeting,  led  by  Brother  B. 
Everett.  All  hearts  were  made  to  rejoice. 
The  church  is  moving  on. — Gilbert  H.  Beck, 
Reporter. 

Hubbard,  Texas. — Pelham  Circuit  is  glad 
to  say  that  the  dawn  of  day  is  almost  to 
appear  in  our  work.  It  has  been  very  dark 
all  of  this  year,  but  we  are  determined  to  put 
over  our  job  with  work  and  prayer.  The 
pastor’s  and  church’s  motto  is  to  go  to  the 
Annual  Conference  with  all  World  Service 
claims  paid.  With  his  plans  that  he  has  put 
before  us,  we  are  succeeding  nicely.  We  are 
glad  to  report  •  that  the  pastor  managed  a 
successful  play  in  raising  World  Service, 
“The  Mock  Annual  Conference,”  from  which 
we  realized  $12.89  at  the  door.  We  ask  the 
prayers  of  all  for  our  success  in  putting 
over  this  great  work  for  God’s  kingdom.  Our 
pastor  is  working  hard  to  raise  all  claims. 
He  called  the  three  churches  together  in  a 
union  meeting  to  affirm  one  common  plan  to 
work  together  and  to  raise  total  claims  for 
the  year.  All  agreed  to  make  the  fifth  Sun¬ 
day  a  high  day  for  World  Service.  We  were 
asked  to  report  the  sum  of  $100. — Mrs.  C. 

D.  Caruthers,  Reporter. 

Alexander  City,  Ala. — Haven  Chapel 
Church  is  still  on  the  upward  trend.  The 
pastor,  Rev.  I.  B.  Points,  has  instituted  into 
the  church  program  the  unit  system  of  collect¬ 
ing  money.  The  Sunday  school  is  moving 
forward;  Mrs.  Estella  Allen,  superintendent. 
The  Ladies’  Aid  board  is  maldng  great  strides 
towards  the  front.  Mrs.  Fannie  Hodge  is 
president.  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society  reports  a  large  gain  in  membership 
and  activities.  Mrs.  Jennie  Slaughter  is  presi¬ 
dent.  The  Free  Will  Club,  a  social  club 
of  the  church,  is  a  great  asset  to  promote 
the  good  of  the  church.  Mr.  W.  L.  Hutchin¬ 
son  is  president.  The  Epworth  League  is  a 
live  wire  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  LuciUe 
Maxwell  and  Mrs.  Dora  Hutchinson.  The 
Mothers’  Jewels,  organized  by  Mrs.  Lucille 
Maxwell,  is  a  hustling  bunch  of  young  peo¬ 
ple.  The  Rev.  A.  Smith,  pastor  jf  the  white 
Baptist  Church,  preached  for  us  Sunday, 
July  8.  We  are  bounding  for  the  first  ranks. 
Dr.  J.  B.  F.  Shaw  spent  a  few  days  in  Alex¬ 
ander  City,  where  he  took  unto  himself  a 
wife.  Mrs.  Crawford,  a  g^duate  of  Haven 
Teachers’  College,  of  which  Dr.  Shaw  is  presi- 


What  are  the 
International 
Qroup  Lessons? 

Anstver — They  are  four  courses  of  les¬ 
sons  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  four 
departments  that  cover  the  ages 
from  seven  to  seventeen,  inclusive. 

What  is  their  special  purposel 

Answer — To  meet  conditions  in  small 
schools  in  which  a  whole  department 
needs  to  studv  the  same  lesson.  They 
are  arranged  in  three-year  cycles, 
thus  enabling  a  pupil  to  remain  in  a 
given  deportment  three  years  with 
no  repetition  of  lesson  material. 

In  quarterlies  arc  they  published? 

Ansiver — In  The  Primary  Quarterly, 
The  Boys  and  Girls  Quarterly,  The 
Intermediate  Quarterly  and  Studies 
for  Youth. 

Are  there  corresponding  teacher's 

helps! 

Answer — Yes.  For  the  two  quarterlies 
first  named  these  are  in  the  Elemen¬ 
tary  Magazine;  for  the  last  two 
named  in  the  Church  School  Journal. 

Samples  of  all  these  periodicals  free 
upon  request.  Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Omcern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 

Chicaco  Boaton  Datroit  nttaburtrh 

Kanaaa  City  San  Frandaeo  Portland,  Ota. 


dent,  accompanied  him.  They  visited  our 
church  at  11  A.  M.,  and  spoke  very  encourag¬ 
ingly  of  the  work  of  the  pastor  and  his  good 
wife.  Dr.  Sbaw  and  Miss  Effie  G.  Owens 
were  married  at  8  P.  M.,  Tuesday,  June  28, 
1927,  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  mother.  We 
wish  for  them  long  life  and  happiness. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Chicago,  III. — The  North  Side  Choral  Un¬ 
ion  consists  of  four  of  the  leading  choirs 
of  the  north  side  of  Chicag;o,  namely:  Her- 
mon  and  Tabernacle  Baptist,  Wayman  Af¬ 
rican  Methodist  Episcopal,  and  St.  Matthew 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chuvhes.  This  union 
was  organized  by  Prof.  J.  A.  Washington, 
chorister  of  St.  Matthew  choir,  in  October 
of  1926,  for  the  benefit  of  creating  a  broth¬ 
erly  love  between  the  diflPerent  denomina¬ 
tions  of  the  community.  These  four  choirs 
meet  at  one  of  the  above-named  churches 
every  fourth  Sunday,  cmd  give  a  musical 
entertainment,  each  choir  giving  four  num¬ 
bers,  which  makes  the  program  just  long 
enough,  and  the  proceeds  going  to  the  choir 
of  the  church  where  the  meeting  is  held. 
On  June  16,  1927,  the  union  gave  its  second 
annual  song  festival  at  the  Tabernacle 
Church.  The  proceeds  were  given  to  each 
church  as  they  raised  them.  This  was  done 
in  the  form  of  a  contest,  each  church  hav¬ 
ing  a  young  lady  represent  it  by  selling 
popularity  votes,  and  the  lady  selling  the 
largest  amount  of  votes  was  to  be  crowned 
Queen  of  tbe  North  Side.  The  reports  were 
as  follows:  St.  Matthew,  $107;  Wayman  Af¬ 
rican  Methodist  Episcopal,  $77;  Tabernacle, 
$66;  Hermon,  $48.  Miss  Cordelia  Davis, 
representative  for  St.  Matthew  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  was  crowned  Queen  of 
the  North  Side  by  selling  $107  worth  of 
votes  at  thirty-five  cents  each.  We  wish  to 
thank  all  workers  in  the  contest. — Miss  C.  L. 
Smith,  Reporter. 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Gordon  Methodist  Bpis- 
dopal  Church:  Sunday,  June  26,  being  our 
rally  day,  was  marked  with  success.  There 
was  a  short  but  interesting  program  ren¬ 
dered  before  the  sermon  at  11.80  o’clock. 
The  Rev.  Madona,  of  North  Carolina; 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon ;  subject, 
“What  Kind  of  Vessel  Are  You?”  after 
which  the  captains  made  their  reports:  R. 
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Roster  of  District  Conferences  for  1927  Season 

W*  wfll  ebMrfnUy  mak«  »ii7  eorreetion*  «r  entrlM  wbcr*  nccwry.  A  poateard  ia 

that  ia  ’  axpaetad.  Diatriet  Saparintendaata  wU  klndlr  antar  tbaira  aa  aarly  aa  poaaibla. 

Oiatriet  Plaea  flupt 

Tnpalo . amlttiTilla,  Miaa. . Aug.  9-14 . 3.  W. 

StarkrUIe . JBtarkailla,  Miaa. . Aug.  16-21. . J.  ^ 

Baanmoat . 3eaumont,  Taxaa . Aug.  17-21 . J.  W.  Gilder 

Monroa . Monroa,  L*. . Aug.  17-21 . .C.  ,, 

A  Clm  aaa«Baaaaa*  AlUT*  17*21  aaaaaeaaaa  -^la  4**  CTOllCy 

.  “..V.7....................Aug.  18-21 . G.  W.  Tindull 

cwSg?**'!^ : : : : : : : : : : : : ; :  S^^r^indf !“.• : : : : : ; : : : ; : : : : ; : : ;  aSI;  11:11 : : : : : ; : : : ;  ±  t;  S^iLm 

C3arkadia''(Nebo’Ch^h).'.'.SbellmOTnd,  Miaa . Aug.  28-28 . .C.  W.  BuUct 

fS!^«............... . Cadaa,  8.  C . Aug.  24.28 . R.  F.  H^ngton 

Indianapolia . Evanavllla.  InA . Aug.  2^6 . 3.  H.  Sweaney 

SStoTrfV. . ClarkavUla.  Tax . Aug.  26-28..... . J.  H.  Anthony 

Fort  Smith . No.  Littla  Bock,  Ark . Aug.  81-E^t.  4 . J.  L.  BryM 

Sadalia . Carthage.  Mo. . Aug.  81-^pt.  4 . R  L.  McAl^tar 

Lake  C  ty.  .  .  .  .  .. . High  Spring.,  Fla . Sapt  22-26 . A  R.  I^tteraon 

PhuJ^hii: . Capa  May,  N.  j . Oct.  4-  5 . W.  C.  pon^n 

Wilmington . .Wilmington.  Del . Oct.  18-20 . T.  H.  Woodly 

Uaston . Cambridge,  Md . Oct.  26-27 . J.  W.  Jefleraon 


Russell,  $66;  H.  L.  House,  $8.76;  E:  Jack- 
son,  $8.26;  W.  Williams,  $1.10;  H.  Andrews, 
$26.00;  Progressive  Club,  $27;  Friendship 
Club,  $20;  R.  D.  North,  $13;  H.  L.  Cage, 
$10;  D.  Batey,  $12;  J.  Dotson,  $23.21;  E.  L. 
Fair,  JBl;  W.  Doyle,  $20.86;  M.  Crawford, 
$20.19;  Alex  Tipton,  $16.40;  S.  House,  $24.23; 
H.  B.  King,  $M.62;  F.  Landers,  $16.26;  the 
Rev.  Rucker,  $16.60;  E.  Fugett,  $6.20;  the 
Rev.  Sister  Lula  Allen,  $4.20;  the  Rev.  H.  P. 
Gordon,  $60;  Sisters  M.  F.  Bramlette,  $87.77; 
A.  Johnson,  $66;  E.  Fisher,  $40.13;  E.  Laws, 
$40.64;  R.  Fitngerald,  $40.10;  E.  Frakes, 


$33.91;  G.  Williams,  $26.40;  M.  Pettis,  $14.26; 
H.  Rucker,  $16.46;  F.  Vaughter,  $9;  Sister 
Franklin,  A.  Cannon,  $19.20;  M.  Wood¬ 
ward,  $3;  N.  Jackson,  $14;  A.  Sneed,  $1; 
M.  Richardson,  $6;  L.  F.  Smith,  $13.40;  M. 
North,  $32.33;  Beulah  Weakley,  $9.20;  C.  C. 
Bounds,  $13.06;  E.  Drakes,  $26.60;  D.  Etta, 
$9;  P.  Woodward,  $6.30;  Sister  GriflSn,  $1; 
M.  E.  Croswell,  $3;  M.  Cummins,  $17.26;  A. 
Young,  $20.30;  N.  Jordan,  $29.86;  F.  Harvlll, 
$13.46;  M.  Dobson,  $26.16;  S.  Ramsey,  $1.76. 
Total  raised,  $1,149.75.— The  Rev.  H.  P. 
Gordon,  Pastor. 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Round — Mt.  Carmel,  August  18- 
21;  Macedonia,  19-21;  St.  Peter,  26-28;  Ry- 
lander,  26;  Clinton,  28,  29;  Zachary,  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  7;  Springfield,  8;  Natalbany,  10,  11; 
Neely,  18-18;  Lebddl,  14;  Port  Allen,  16; 
New  Road,  16;  Wesley,  18-20;  Wilson,  21; 
Wesley  (Wilson),  22;  Asbury,  23;  St.  Mark, 
25-27;  Melville,  28;  Lottie,  29;  Maringoun, 
30;  Denham  Springs,  October  2,  3;  Andrews 
and  Beech  Grove,  4,  6;  Conrad,  6.  Charges 
not  listed  will  be  notified.  Dear  Brethren: 
You  have  wrought  well.  The  past  District 
Conference  was  the  best  in  our  administra¬ 
tion.  The  Area  Council  will  convene  at 
Waveland,  Miss.,  August  81  to  September 
8.  Report  the  Area  Council  expense  pro 
rata  at  your  earliest  convenience.  Press  the 
cause  of  education  and  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate. — B.  J.  Reddix. 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Fourth  Round — Jeanerette,  August  20,  21; 
Patonville,  22;  Oliver  Ct.,  28,  24;  New  Iberia, 


28,  29;  Lafayette,  September  3,  4;  Briggs, 
6,  6;  Leesville,  10,  11;  Crowley  Ct.,  13,  14; 
Lake  Arthur  Ct.,  16,  16;  Welsh,  17,  18;  Eola, 
20;  Teche,  22;  Opelousas,  26,  26;  Washing¬ 
ton,  24,  26;  Oakdale,  27,  28;  Spring  Creek, 
29;  Lake  Charles,  October  2,  8;  Palmetto, 
4;  Waxia,  6.  Dear  Brother:  You  have  run 
well.  God  has  wonderfully  blessed  us.  Do 
your  best  to  bring  up  all  claims.  Remem¬ 
ber,  the  second  Sunday  in  August  is  set  apart 
for  Area  Council  Day.  Raise  every  cent  and 
forward  same  to  me  on  Monday.  Let  every 
man  stand  by  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate  and  bring  up  the  balance  of  World 
Service.  I  am  yours  for  success. — W.  J. 
Hampton,  District  Superintendent. 

SAN  ANGELO  DISTRICT 
Fourth  Round — Temple,  September  4,  6; 
Belton-Kellsbranch,  10-12;  Bartlett  Ct.,  17- 
19;  Moody  Ct.,  23-25;  Valley  Mills  Ct.,  Oc¬ 
tober  1,  2;  Llano-Mason,  8,  9;  San  Sabo- 
Brady,  14-16;  Brown  Wood  Ct.,  21-23;  Abi¬ 
lene,  30,  31 ;  El  Paso,  November  6,  7 ;  Lubbock, 
12,  13;  San  Angelo,  20,  21;  Cleburne,  28,  24; 
Liberty  Hill,  26,  27.— S.  E.  Blacknell,  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent. 


Reports  of  District  Conferences 


LA  TECHE 

The  fifty-ninth  session  of  the  La  Teche 
District,  Louisiana  Conference,  convened  in 
Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Na- 
poleonviUe,  La.,  July  6-10,  with  the  Rev.  H. 
Daniels,  district  superintendent,  presiding. 

superintendent’s  opening  message  to 
the  Conference  was  a  masterpiece,  very  in¬ 
structive  and  full  of  Inspiration,  after  which 
he  administered  holy  communion,  assisted  by 
the  Revs.  T.  A.  Hampton,  J.  0.  Richards, 
and  B.  C.  Goins. 

The  Conference  was  then  organised  by 
electing  the  following  officers;  W.  H.  Davis, 
secretary  and  reporter  to  the  Southwestern 


Christian  Advocate;  assistants,  Miss  Maud 
Wilson  and  Mrs.  Ora  William;  statistician, 
M.  L.  Baldwin;  representative  of  the  South¬ 
western,  A.  B.  Harris;  treasurer,  T.  R.  W. 
Harris;  postmaster,  Andrew  Welsh. 

Welcome  addresses:  On  behalf  of  the  town. 
Mayor  Charles  J.  Blanchard  and  Prof.  Sam 
Alleman,  superintendent  of  education  of  the 
Parish  of  Assumption;  Bright  Morning  Star 
Baptist  Chhreh,  Dr.  Wesley  King;  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Andrew  Welsh. 

The  Rev.  R.  A.  Walmsley  responded  In 
fitting  words. 

Althou^  every  charge  on  the  district  was 
affected  directly  or  Indirectly  by  the  flood  and 


many  other  difficulties,  the  reports  comingfl 
up  from  pastors,  district  stewards,  Sunday-^ 
school  superintendents,  and  presidents  of 
other  auxiliaries,  including  the  Ladies’  Aid. 
The  Woman’s  Hmne  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Societies,  were  excellent.  Revivals .  had  been 
held  and  souls  converted,  and  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  pastors  raised  their  full  ap¬ 
portionment  for  World  Service. 

On  Friday  afternoon  was  the  women’s  hour; 
Mrs.  Lottye  C.  Daniels,  president  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  and  wife 
of  the  district  superintendent,  presided.  Her 
report  was  good  and  reflected  much  credit 
to  the  mission  work.  Other  reports  along 
the  same  line  were  good,  and  excellent  papers 
and  solos  were  rendered  by  delegates. 

The  Rev.  O.  C.  Daigle  preached  the  mis¬ 
sionary  sermon;  text,  2  Cor.  6.  16  and  St. 
John  12.  32;  subject,  “The  Great  Commission 
in  Christ  and  the  Supreme  Sacrifice  of  the 
Cross.” 

The  Conference  was  graced  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  visitors:  Dr.  E.  M.  Jonas,  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Board  of  Pension  and  Relief;  i 
Dr.  W.  T.  Alston,  pastor  of  St.  Paul  Church,  ' 
Shreveport;  Dr.  C.  S.  Stanley,  pastor  of  First 
Stteet  Church;  Dr.  W.  S.  Chinn  of  Wesley 
Church;  the  Rev.  George  C.  Hayward,  of 
Grace  Church;  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Robinson,  of 
St.  Matthew  Church;  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Hay¬ 
ward,  superintendent  of  the  Old  Folks’  Home 
(all  of  whom  are  serving  in  New  Orleans); 
tile  Rev.  B.  J.  Reddix,  superintendent  of 
Baton  Rouge  District;  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Hamp¬ 
ton,  superintendent  of  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict;  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Williams,  pastor  of 
Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.;  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Jones,  pastor 
at  New  Iberia,  La.;  the  Rev.  I.  Walker, 
pastor  of  the  Etoptist  Church,  Napoleon ville. 
La.;  the  Rev.  H.  R.  Hatcher,  pastor  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Thibo- 
daux.  La. ;  the  Rev.  A.  W.  M.  Obee,  pastor  at 
Scotlandville,  La.;  Dr.  W.  B.  McClinen  rep¬ 
resenting  the  American  Bible  Society;  Prof. 

C.  H.  Ballard;  Mr.  A.  L.  Fleet,  of  Baton 
Rouge;  Mr.  B.  J.  Reddix,  Jr.,  son  of  Su¬ 
perintendent  Reddix,  und  architect  on  the 
Baton  Rouge  District,  representing 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  dH 
tension  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churciry 
and  others  whose  names  are  not  mentioned. 
All  addrssed  the  Conference. 

The  Napoleonville  choir,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Nel¬ 
son,  organist,  and  Beattieville  choir,  Mrs. 
Kate  Wallace,  organist,  furnished  music  to 
the  Conference. 

The  La  Teche  District  Glee  Club  rendered 
a  few  selections  to  the  delight  of  all;  the 
following  ministers  composed  the  club:  R.  A. 
Walmsley,  Jarret  Green,  T.  A.  Hampton,  T. 
R.  W.  Harris,  A.  C.  Mitchell,  H.  R.  Ber¬ 
nard,  J.  O.  Richards,  and  W.  H.  Davis. 

The  following  divines  preached  during  the 
session:  A.  B.  Harris,  D.  L.  Riley,  J.  H. 
Thompson,  H.  R.  Bernard,  T.  R.  W.  Harris. 
Jeff.  Welton,  R.  A.  Walmsley,  George  C. 
Hayward,  pastor  of  Grace  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  and  the  writer. 

Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Daniels 
presided  at  the  organ,  while  the  Rev.  H. 
Daniels,  district  superintendent,  carried  us 
on  the  mountain,  where  we  caught  a  vision. 
He  made  his  selection  from  St.  John  14.  6. 

On  Sunday  night,  the  Rev.  T.  P.  Norris 
preached  the  closing  sermon  to  a  large  au¬ 
dience.  Text,  Isa.  9.  6;  subject,  “The  Won¬ 
derful  Christ.”  The  speaker  was  at  his  best, 
and  everyone  who  was  present  enjoyed  the 
message. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  the  Rev. 
T.  R.  W.  Harris  and  the  good  people  of 
Napoleonville  for  the  splendid  way  in  which 
they  entertained  the  Conference. 

^ch  pastor  and  delegate  returned  hom* 
filled  with  enthusiasm  to  do  more  in  the 
future  than  has  been  done  in  the  past  fof 
the  cause  of  Him  who  said,  “I  am  the  way, 
the  truth,  and  the  life.” 

Thus  goes  into  history  an  epoch-maklnl 
session  of  the  La  Teche  District  Confer¬ 
ence. 

A  purse  was  presented  the  district  KX 
perintendent  by  the  pastors;  and  a 
piece  presented  to  him  on  behalf  of  Triniv 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Baldw^ 
La.,  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Harris,  pastor. — W. 
Davis,  Reporter. 
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•  Epworth  League  Institute 
Dates 

1927  SEASON 

Aug.  8-14 — Morgan  College,  Washington  and 
Delaware  Conferences,  Morgan  College, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Aug.  1-7 — Waco  District,  West  Texas  Qm- 
ference.  Rocky  Crossing  Metho^t  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Groesbecx,  Texas. 

Aug.  16-21— Dallas  District,  West  Texas 
Conference,  Waxahachie,  Texas. 

Aug.  22-28 — Atlanta,  Clark  University,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga. 

Aug.  22-2A— Tennessee  Conference,  Walden 
College.  NashvUle,  Tenn. 

Aug.  28-28 — Chicago  District,  Lexington 
Conference,  Gary,  Ind. 


OKLAHOMA 

The  first  annual  District  Conference 
church  school,  Epworth  League,  and  women’s 
auxiliaries  convention  of  the  Oklahoma  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Lincoln  Conference  was  held 
in  the  Pruett  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Boley,  Okla.,  July  6-10,  1927. 

Organization:  The  Conference  opened 
Wedenesday  afternoon,  at  3.30  P.  M.,  with 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Ellis,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  in  the  chair.  The  Rev.  P.  W.  Webb 
was  elected  secretary;  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Curtis, 
treasurer;  the  Rev.  Leroy  Fields,  statistician; 
the  Rev.  A.  Talbert,  representative  of  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate. 

Thursday  morning,  at  8.30,  following  a 
spirited  devotion  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Dud¬ 
ley  Smith,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Ellis,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  assisted  by  the  ex-district  su¬ 
perintendent  and  senior  pastors  on  the  dis¬ 
trict,  administered  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

The  local  program  of  welcome  was  all  that 
could  be  expected. 

Welcome  on  behalf  of  Pruett  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church:  Mr.  C.  L.  White, 
merchant  and  vice-president  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank.  On  behalf  of  Ministerial  AUi- 
^ce:  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Copeland,  pastor  of 
jme  Colored  Methodist  ^iscopal  Church. 
T)n  behalf  of  churches:  the  Rev.  R.  A.  King, 
pastor  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  On  behalf  of  banks:  H.  C.  McCor¬ 
mick,  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank. 
On  behalf  of  drug  stores:  Mrs.  E.  E.  Menser, 
pharmacist.  On  beheilf  of  business:  Wm. 
Hazel,  merchant.  On  behalf  of  post  office: 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Perry.  Response:  Dr.  H,  T.  S. 
Johnson  and  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Curtis,  pastor. 

Noted  churchmen:  the  Rev.  L.  H.  King, 
D.D.,  editor  of  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate;  Dr.  R.  E.  Garnell,  of  Chicago, 
stewardship  representative;  Dr.  M.W.  Dogan, 
president  of  Wiley  University,  Marshall, 
Texas;  and  our  own  outstanding  layman  on 
the  district  and  within  the  Lincoln  Confer¬ 
ence,  Dr.  I.  W.  Young,  president  of  Langs¬ 
ton  University,  Langston,  Okla.  Each 
brought  to  the  Conference  thrilling  mes¬ 
sages  that  were  inspiring.  They  are  geniuses 
in  their  several  spheres  of  activity. 

Visitors:  the  Rev.  D.  G.  Franklin,  D.D., 
superintendent  of  the  Topeka  District;  the 
Rev.  W.  A.  King,  pastor  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Boley;  the 
Rev.  Mitchell,  presiding  elder  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  the  Rev.  E.  J. 
Copeland,  pastor  of  the  Colored  Methodist 
Bpiscopal  Church  of  Boley.  Each  were  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  Conference  and  shared  in  the 
various  sessions  and  services. 

The  Oklahoma  District  is  a  new  adventure 
in  the  Lincoln  Conference.  Heretofore,  our 
Work  has  been  operating  In  this  great  State 
on  two  districts,  the  Guthrie  and  Muskogee. 
Our  area  bishop,  M.  W.  Clair,  D.D.,  LL.D., 
^  the  last  Annual  Conference,  held  at 
Wichita,  Kans.,  consolidated  the  two  dis¬ 
tricts,  forming  one  bearing  the  name  of  the 
°inte.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Euis,  our  then  most 
^cient  and  successful  pastor  at  Grace  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Ctoaha,  Neb.,  wus 
ordered  to  pull  up  and  “go  to  a  land  that  he 
■new  not  of.”  Doctor  Ellis  and  his  splendid 
wife  “came  and  saw  where  He  dwelt,”  and 
{nnde  themselves  content  to  dwell  with  Him, 
wsting  temporarily  in  Muskogee,  Okla.  He 
•torts  out  to  find  the  charges  and  acquaint 


himself  with  the  field.  He  soon  perceives  that 
a  district  parsonage  would  be  a  valuable 
asset  to  the  district.  Hence  the  announce¬ 
ment,  location,  and  rallying  contest. 

The  district  parsonage:  bids,  bonuses,  and 
proffers  were  received,  Muskogee  and  Okla¬ 
homa  City  claiming  the  final  rival  places. 
Oklahoma  City  won.  Thus  a  board  of  trus¬ 
tees  was  named  and  financial  plan  adopted 
whereby  the  district  parsonage  home  seems 
secure. 

Sermons:  the  Revs.  P.  W.  Webb,  J.  B. 
Phelps,  A.  Talbert,  Willis  Johnson,  and  Le¬ 
roy  Fields  preached,  by  orders  of  the  Con¬ 
ference,  during  the  session.  Sunday  found 
several  of  the  pastors  in  the  various  churches 
of  the  city.  The  sermon  on  Thursday  night, 
by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Phelps,  was  a  masterpiece, 
a  literary  gem,  a  spiritual  awakening. 

Wiley  College:  Friday  night,  the  church  be¬ 
ing  inadequate,  we  assembled  in  the  splendid 
Masonic  Temple,  where  Dr.  M.  W.  Dogan 
was  at  his  best  on  the  subject  of  “Educa¬ 
tion.”  The  temple  was  full.  Dr.  I.  W. 
Young  spoke  on  “Can  We  Be  Faithful  Stew¬ 
ards  and  Neglect  Ministerial  Support?”  Giv¬ 
ing  it  the  negative  answer,  of  course,  he 
reached  the  apex  of  his  strong  appeal  for 
ministerial  support. 

The  Rev.  W.  B.  Curtis,  his  wife,  and  the 
associate  pastors  of  the  city  strove  in  unison 
to  make  the  Conference  pleasant  for  all  in 
attendance.  Boley,  the  boasted  metropolis 
of  Negro  brain  and  brawn,  wears  the  blue 
ribbon  in  her  effort  to  equip  herself  as  a 
fitting  hostelry  for  a  religious  gathering. 

Finally,  the  new  Oklahoma  District,  in  her 
first  gathering,  reports  signs  of  progress 
along  all  lines.  The  World  Service  askings 
were  in  advance.  The  statistician’s  report 
w’as  not  read,  because  of  some  entries  that 
could  not  be  secured  just  then,  but  will  be 
submitted  later. 

The  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  at  Semi¬ 
nole,  Okla.,  next  year. — P.  W.  Webb,  Sec¬ 
retary. 

Obituaries 

HARRIS — Mrs.  Emma  Harris,  a  faithful 
and  loyal  member  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  died  in  full  triumph  of  faith, 
April  30,  1927.  Mrs.  Harris  joined  the  church 
when  quite  young  and  lived  a  consistent 
Christian  for  forty  years.  She  was  sJways 
ready  to  help  her  church  and  persons  more 
unfortunate  than  herself.  She  leaves  a  de¬ 
voted  husband  and  many  friends  to  mourn  her 
passing.  Remarks  were  made  by  Prof.  N.  O. 
Henderson;  the  Rev.  D.  F.  Vance,  of  Altair, 
Texas,  officiated,  assisted  by  the  Revs.  Geo. 
Waters  and  D‘.  L.  Mosby. — Mrs.  L.  B.  Glover, 
Reporter. 

ROBINSON — Mrs.  Mary  Robinson,  who 
came  to  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  from  Yazoo  City, 
passed  to  her  glorious  reward  May  26,  1927. 
She  had  been  blind  for  many  years,  and 
the  daughter  with  whom  she  lived  was  also 
blind.  The  church  and  the  community  ren¬ 
dered  constant  help.  She  leaves  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  one  son,  and  several  grandchildren  to 
mourn  her  passing.  In  the  absence  of  the 
pastor,  who  was  away  conducting  a  revival, 
the  Rev.  Morgan,  of  St.  Mary’s  Episcopal 
Church,  conducted  the  funeral  services  at 
Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as¬ 
sisted  by  the  Rev.  Lindsey  and  others.  The 
floral  offerings  were  beautiful. — J.  C. 
Hibbler,  Pastor. 

SAFFOLD — Eugene  Saffold,  a  faithful  mem¬ 
ber  of  Haven  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  departed  this  life,  Sunday,  May  16, 
1927,  at  his  residence,  Clarksdale,  Miss.,  after 
a  lingering  illness  of  eight  months.  He  was 
a  steward  and  class  leader  for  a  number  of 
years,  being  one  of  the  best  members  con¬ 
nected  with  Haven  Church.  He  was  always 
willing  and  ready  to  do  his  duty  in  what¬ 
ever  channel  it  may  have  been.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  at  Haven  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  Rev.  B.  F.  Woolfolk 
officiated.  Many  eulogies  were  passed  on 
his  life,  and  many  floral  offerings  ^ven.  He  ' 
leaves  to  mourn  his  passing  a  wife,  three 
children,  one  aunt,  other  relatives,  and  a 
host  of  friends. — R.  M.  Moore,  Reporter. 

SMITH — Sister  Jane  Smith,  one  of  the  old 
members  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Natchitoches,  La.,  departed  this  life 
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May  4,  1927,  age  eighty-three  years.  She 
leaves  two  daughters,  one  son,  eleven  grand¬ 
children,  and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  their 
loss.  The  Rev.  M.  A.  Gurst,  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  the  Rev.  Watson,  of  tte  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  assisted  in  tlie 
funeral  services.— ^has.  Anderson,  Reporter. 

STRODE — Mrs.  Rosa  Strode  was  claimed  by 
death  May  13,  1927.  She  joined  St.  Mark 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Opelousas,  La., 
during  the  administration  of  the  Rev.  E.  C. 
Goins.  She  fell  a  victim  of  paralysis,  of  one 
side,  last  October,  from  which  she  passed 
quietly  away  on  above  date.  In  1904  she 
was  married  to  Mr.  Howard  Strode,  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  La.  Three  children,  the  father,  three 
brothers,  two  sisters,  and  other  relatives  and 
friends  mourn  their  loss.  The  Rev.  L.  H. 
Smith  conducted  the  funeral. — Reporter. 

THOMAS — The  funeral  of  Norman  Thomas, 
who  died  recently,  was  held  at  Riley  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Handsboro, 
Miss.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  passing,  wife, 
sister,  two  brothers.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  A.  H.  Lathan. 
The  Revs.  P.  H.  Rembert,  E.  A.  Wilson, 
and  F.  Smith  assisted  in  the  services. — Ed¬ 
ward  Smith,  Reporter. 

THOMPSON — Three  brave  soldiers  have 
been  claimed  by  death  since  the  new  year 
came  in.  Bro.  Henry  Thompson,  a  member 
of  Mt.  Lebanon  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,,. 
Ethel,  Miss.;  Bro.  Garfield  Ferguson,  and 
Sister  Dicey  Winston.  They  ul  will  be 
greatly  missed  by  relatives  and  friends. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Woman’s  Column 

Reddick,  Fla. — The  fifth  session  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  Conven¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
held  at  Citra,  Fla.,  May  27-^,  with  the  dis¬ 
trict  president.  Sister  Caroline  White,  in  the 
chair.  The  convention  was  a  success  from 
beginning  to  end.  On  Sunday,  May  29,  the 
district  superintendent.  Rev.  F.  E.  Welch, 
preached  at  11  o’clock,  and  the  Rev.  Robin¬ 
son  preached  a  noble  sermon  at  8  P.  M.  At 
8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Sanchas  preached. 
The  officers  are:  Mrs.  C.  White,  president; 
M.  M.  Gordon,  vice-president;  Alice  Shan-' 
non,  treasurer;  Ruby  Dixon,  secretary. — Rev. 
J.  J.  Sherrod,  Pastor;  K.  L.  Simmons,  Re¬ 
porter. 
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BkelbyvUle,  Ky.—The  Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Louisville  District 
convened,  June  9  and  10,  in  its  annual  meet¬ 
ing  at  St.  Johns  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
ShelbyviUe.  On  Thursday  morning  the  Rev. 
Jones,  of  Simpsonville,  conducted  the  dev^ 
tionals.  The  president  presided  at  the  busi¬ 
ness  meeting.  In  the  afternoon  Miss  D. 
Dunton,  of  Delaware,  Ohio,  g^ve  a  synopsis 
of  the  lecture  she  would  deliver  on  “Her  Trip 
to  India.’’  At  8  P.  M.  Miss  Dunton  addressed 
us  on  the  above  subject,  and  it  was  very 
spicy  and  inspirationul.  While  telling  of  the 
needs  of  India,  we  thought  of  our  own  Africa, 
and  were  inspired  to  do  more  for  the  foreign 
flelds.  Friday  morning  Mrs.  Hays  and  Mrs. 
McCauley  ccmducted  devotionals.  Reports 
were  read  and  received.  OflScers  for  the  en¬ 
suing  year  were  elected,  as  follows:  Mrs.  E. 
M.  White,  district  president;  Mrs.  D.  Mae- 
weathers,  first  vice-president;  Mrs.  A.  Fields, 
second  vice-president;  Mrs.  A.  Franch,  secre¬ 
tary;  Mrs.  Wm.  Bush,  treasurer;  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Coleman,  field  support;  Mrs.  J.  C.  Mc»eley, 
mRe  box  secretary;  Miss  E.  Kaye,  junior 
work;  Mrs.  E.  McCauley,  tithing  and  stew¬ 
ardship;  Mrs.  M.  Slaughter,  special  contin¬ 
gent.  Memorial  services  were  conducted  by 
Mrs.  Slaughter.  The  Rev.  Fieldings,  of 
Anchorage,  assisted  the  pastor  in  administer¬ 
ing  the  Lord’s  Supper.  At  8  P.  M.  Mrs.  J. 
E.  Bean,  our  Conference  secretary,  delivered 
a  lecture  on  “Tote  Fair,”  and  many  good 
points  were  brought  out.  She  pleaded  with 
us  to  “tote  fair’’  with  the  missionary  so¬ 
ciety  and  other  organizations  of  our  church. 
This  was  one  of  the  greatest  annual  district 
meetings  in  the  history  of  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society.  There  were  sixteen  dele¬ 
gates,  nine  ministers,  and  several  visitors. 
The  collection  was  $21.20.  We  enjoyed  the 
hospitality  of  the  entertaining  society,  and 
pray  for  their  success. — Miss  H.  C.  White, 
Reporter. 

Piedmont,  8.  C. — The  annual  convention 
of  TTie  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
met  at  Golden  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Piedmont,  S.  C.,  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Gary, 
pastor.  May  10,  1927.  The  devotions  were 
conducted  by  Deaconess  Minnie  Berry.  The 
president,- Mrs.  EsteUa  B.  Jenkins,  called  the 
society  to  order.  Roll  call  of  officers  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  address  of  the  president,  call¬ 
ing  attention  to  the  accomplishments  during 
the  past  year.  Her  remarks  were  full  of  en¬ 
thusiasm,  and  made  the  convention  group 
keen  for  the  good  times  that  were  to  come. 
The  important  fact  in  her  message  was:  In 
every  charge  an  organized  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society.  She  is  well  fitted  par¬ 
ticularly  for  work  of  this  type.  While  our 
attendance  was  not  as  large  as  we  desired, 
our  reports  showed  that  these  words  taken 
from  Vlrpl,  “Labor  Omnia  Vincit”  (work 
conauers  everything),  are  very  true,  and  hold 
gooa  among  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Greenville  District.  The  report  of  The  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Society  to  date  is  as 
follows:  Belton,  $16.60;  Easley,  $16;  St.  An¬ 
drews,  $6;  Minos  Chapel,  $4;  Shiloh  Mission, 
$1J50;  McCormick,  $6;  New  Berry,  $2; 
Ninety  Six,  $4;  North  Greenville,  $6;  Pick¬ 
ens,  $16;  Rock  Mill,  $8;  Seneca,  $8;  South 
Greenville,  $10;  Star,  St.  Luke,  $6;  Wal- 
halla,  $8;  WlUiamston,  $16.60;  Greenwood, 
$1.  All  the  churches  reported  something. 
Greenville  and  Anderson  will  report  at  least 
$16  at  the  State  Convention.  The  Rev.  T.  R. 
Robinson  lined  hymn  864,  which  was  sung 
in  the  ^irit.  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  I.  V.  Man¬ 
ning.  Dr.  J.  W.  Taylor  delivered  the  ser¬ 
mon  of  the  hour,  full  of  spirit  arid  power. 
His  text  was,  “Fear  not.”  An  offering  was 
taken,  after  which  adjournment  for  dinner. 
We  reassembled  for  business.  The  society 
was  invited  to  the  Belton  charge,  St.  James. 
May  God  ever  bless  and  keep  these  dear  peo- 

Sle  of  Piedmont,  Golden  Grove  Church. — Rev. 

.  E.  H.  Jenkins,  District  Superintendent; 
Willie  Lee  Simpson,  Writer. 

Inquiries 

I  wish  to  know  the  whereabouts  of  Mut- 
tie  Alston,  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  of  Savannah,  Ga.  When  last 
heard  of,  about  two  years  ago,  she  was  in 
ienkinstown.  Pa.,  406  Division  Street.  Any 
information  will  be  appreciated  by  David 
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Lovett,  1021  West  Forty-third  Street,  Sa¬ 
vannah,  Ga. 

I  wish  to  inquire  of  my  brother,  Harrison 
Huntley,  who  was  carried  to  Jackson,  Miss.; 
and  Andrew,  another  brother,  who  went  with 
him  just  before  the  Civil  War  ended.  Their 
mother’s  name  was  Mary  Huntley,  who  lived 
at  the  Mollairax,  and  his  sisters  were  named 
Esther  and  Sarah.  Please  send  any  infor¬ 
mation  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Sarah  Simms,  1221 
9th  Street,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

I  wish  to  inquire  for  my  brother,  who  left 
about  thirteen  years  ago.  When  heard  of  last, 
about  five  years  ago,  he  was  in  Ruleville, 
Miss.  His  name  is  Melvin  Edwurds,  com¬ 
monly  called  Son  Lampkin  or  Dimmie.  Will 
thank  all  the  pastors,  especially  those  in  the 
Delta,  to  inquire  from  your  pulpits  for  him 
and  send  any  information  to  his  sister,  Sarah 
Fancher,  Route  1,  Box  48,  Ackerman,  Miss. 

I  am  inquiring  for  my  relatives  who  left 
home  years  ago.  My  sisters’  names,  when 
they  left  home,  were  Georgia  Brown,  Har¬ 
riett  Pierce;  birthplace,  Lagrange,  Ga.; 
mother,  Mattie  Brown;  father,  John  Brown. 
They  left  home  when  quite  young.  My  name 
is  Mary  Jane  Brown  King.  Any  informa¬ 
tion  will  be  appreciated.  Send  to  Mary  J. 
Brown  King,  846  Northwest  Eighth  Street, 
Miami,  Fla. 

I  wish  to  inq^uire  of  my  uncle,  Rufus  John¬ 
son,  my  fathers  brother,  and  of  his  children. 
My  father’s  name  is  Henry  Johnson,  who  had 


several  brothers  and  sisters:  Frank,  William, 
Jane,  Priscilla,  Caroline,  Mary,  Sallie,  and 
Savannah.  When  we  heard  of  his  family, 
they  were  living  in  Texas.  Ministers  please 
inquire  from  your  pulpits  and  send  any  in¬ 
formation  to  his  niece,  Gussie  Cooper,  Route 
3,  Box  7,  Louisville,  Miss. 

Special  Notices 

The  address  of  the  Rev.  R.  A.  Taylor 
has  been  changed  from  General  Delivery 
to  Sterlington  Route,  Monroe,  La.  # 

The  fourth  Sunday-school  institute,  Ep- 
worth  League,  Brotherhoods,  and  Ladies’  Aid 
conventions  of  the  Sumter  District  will  meet 
at  Mt.  Moriah  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
September  22  and  23,  1927,  at  Oswego,  S.  C. 


During  the  recent  commotion  in  China, 
among  the  missionaries  forced  to  leave  their 
posts  in  China  was  Doctor  Hyla  S.  Watters, 
daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Philip  M.  Watters, 
beloved  president  of  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary.  The  widow  of  President  Watters, 
still  strong  in  her  attachment  of  her  beloved 
husband’s  last  field  of  labor,  writes  us  to 
send  the  Southwestern  to  her  new  address, 
where  she  joins  her  daughter  at  East  Gate 
Hospital,  Seoul,  Korea.  Continuing,  she  san 
of  the  paper:  “I  am  sure  it  will  be  a  great 
pleasure,  in  that  far-away  land,  to  read  each 
week  wtmt  our  Gammon  men  and  women  are 
doing.” 
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Protecting  the  Nation 

At  Immigration  Flood  Gates  Barriers  on  Pacific 

By  Harry  E.  Woolever 

Editor,  Tho  Notional  Mothodist  Prosi 


Coast 


services  are  available  to  the  local  architect 
as  well  as  to  the  churches. 

That  this  is  Important  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  the  church  seems  to  be  entering 
upon  a  program  of  extensive  building  whicn 
is  much  in  need  of  expert  and  reverent  guid¬ 
ance,  and  from  the  fact  that  high-grade  ar¬ 
chitects  are  very  busy  in  the  great  commercial 
and  civic  enterprises  of  the  country. 


The  fact  that  1,218,480  immigrants  en¬ 
tered  the  United  States  in  the  year  of 
1914  indicates  the  masses  of  alien  peo¬ 
ple  who  are-  hammering  at  the  gates  of  this 
nation  now  that  the  total  number  of  aliens 
admitted  has  been  restricted  to  less  than 
half  a  million  annually.  Deducting  the  num¬ 
ber  of  aliens  leaving  this  country  in  1926, 
the  increase  to  our  population  from  legal 
immigration  in  that  year  was  268,861.  To 
this  must  be  added  some  thousands  who  have 
entered  the  country  illegally  and  a  limited 
number  of  non-quota  newcomers. 

Whereas,  1914  was  the  peak  year  of  im¬ 
migration,  it  would  doubtless  have  been  ex¬ 
ceeded  in  the  years  following  the  Worid 
War  had  it  not  been  for  the  very  decided 
limitations  placed  upon  immigration  by  this 
'  country.  The  prosperity  of  the  United 
'  States,  compared  with  the  adverse  economic 
conditions  in  the  rest  of  the  world,  made 
this  a  most  desirable  land  in  which  to  live 
and  labor.  Had  the  way  been  open,  the 
millions  of  peojde  coming  from  other  coun¬ 
tries  would  have  brought  economic  depres¬ 
sion  to  this  nation.  Americans  little  appre¬ 
ciate  the  standards  of  life  and  the  luxuries 
which  have  become  almost  commonplace  in 
the  United  States.  These  should  be  the  lot 
of  every  people,  but  they  come  only  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  advance  of  Christian  civilisa¬ 
tion,  and  are  hastened  in  their  <mming  as 
those  who  have  caught  the  Christian  ideals 
aid  in  their  advance  throughout  the  world. 

ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST 
Frequently  in  these  columns  have  w- 
peared  articles  dealing  with  the  vital  prob¬ 
lems  of  immigration.  These  have  dealt  with 
the  subject  as  a  whole  or  in  its  racial  and 
economic  rather  than  geographic  aspects.  A 
first-hand  study  of  the  Western  coast  has 
been  possible  this  summer,  and  some  of  the 
facts  found  and  reflections  resulting  from 
observation  are  set  forth  here.  The^  immi¬ 
gration  from  the  Orient  is  quite  different 
from  that  of  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Oriental  immigrants  give  the  Government 
authorities  having  in  charge  the  guarding  of 
our  borders  considerable  concern.  For 
nearly  two  generatiwis  the  problem  of  con¬ 
trolling  the  number  of  laborers  who  might 
invade  this  country  through  the  West  coast 
has  occupied  much  attention  of  official  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Back  in  1868 — or  the  Chinese  year,  the 
Eight  of  Hsien  Feng — a  treaty  of  peace  and 
friendship  was  concluded  between  this  coun¬ 
try  and  China  in  which  efforts  were  made  to 
guard  against  the  difficulties  which  might 
arise  as  a  result  of  immigration.  In  1881  a 
new  treaty  was  ratified  whereby  the  exclusion 
of  alien  Chinese  laborers  was  enacted  into 
law.  Up  until  1864  the  immigrations  from 
China  had  never  reached  flfty  per  year.  At 
this  period,  following  the  discovery  of  gold 
in  California,  they  were  brought  over  to 
work  in  the  mines.  The  number  of  Chinese 
immigrants  increased  until  in  1864  there 
came  22,781.  The  first  records  kept  by  the 
immigration  authorities  of  Japanese  coming 
to  this  country  was  in  1861,  when  one  indi¬ 
vidual  arrived  from  the  Sunrise  Kingdom. 
It  was  five  years  before  another  came;  then 
arrived  seven.  The  peak  was  reached  in  1907, 
when  80,226  passed  through  our  legal  gates 
of  admission.  This  number  had  dropped  to 
about  10,000  by  1903. 

The  law  prohibiting  the  bringing  in  of 
contract  laborers,  the  Chinese  exdusion  act, 
the  so-called  “Gentlemen’s  Agreement”  with 
Japan  whereby  that  country  restricted  emi¬ 
gration  to  this  country,  and  Anally  our  im¬ 
migration  law  of  1924,  first  curtailed  and 
now  is  supposed  to  have  stopped  immigra¬ 
tion  from  Japan  and  China,  with  few  excep¬ 
tions.  Visitors,  merchants,  and  students  are 
tdlowed  to  make  temporary  visits,  and  the 
wives  and  children  of  American  citisens  of 
the  Oriental  races  are  permitted  to  come. 


JUSTICE  AND  THE  IMMIGRANTS 

There  are  relatively  few  advocates  In  this 
country  of  an  open-door  policy  in  respect  to 
Oriental  immigrants.  In  fact,  we  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  restrict  all  immigration  until  the 
great  numbers  of  un-Americanixed  and  un¬ 
christianized  people  in  this  country  are 
reached  with  the  spirit  and  ideals  which  un¬ 
derlie  this  nation.  However,  there  are  some 
outstanding  injustices  in  our  immigration 
and  naturalization  laws  which  fair  play  de¬ 
mands  should  be  altered.  One  is  a  more 
equitable  attitude  toward  the  Oriental  na¬ 
tion  which  would  allow  a  limited  number 
to  come.  This  would  also  aid  in  preventing 
the  illegal  entry  of  many,  and  at  the  same 
time  save  the  fau:e  of  the  people  of  the  yel¬ 
low  race.  United  States  citizenship  should 
be  based  upon  the  character  and  potential 
worth  of  the  individual  rather  than  the  color. 
The  complexion  of  one’s  heart  and  the  eleva¬ 
tion  of  one’s  mind  are  more  fundamental  in 
reai  Americanism  than  the  shade  of  skin, 
the  race,  or  the  place  of  birth. 

Here  the  church  and  the  state  have  a  most 
significant  work  to  do  in  order  that  all  those 
who  come  to  these  shores  may  find  justice 
impartially  administered  and  may  partake 
of  that  spirit  which  has  made  America  and 
which  alone  can  assure  her  future.  America 
without  the  Christian  church  is  an  impossi¬ 
bility.  There  is  no  substitute  foundation  for 
such  a  republic  as  was  born  in  1776. 

The  Bureau  of  Architecture 
Staff 

A  staff  of  eight  to  twelve  highly  trained 
and  experienced  architects  is  now  constantly 
maintained  by  the  Bureau  of  Architecture. 
This  is  being  done  with  even  a  smaller  appro¬ 
priation  from  the  controlling  boards  (Home 
Missions  and  Education)  than  formerly. 
The  bureau  is  now  about  Afty  per  cent  self- 
supporting.  A  consulting  architect  and  three 
full-time  legally  registered  architects  and  sev¬ 
eral  graduate  architects  are  employed.  The 
consulting  architect,  Mr.  Walter  H.  Thomas, 
A.I.A.,  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his 
profession,  with  an  extensive  practice  extend¬ 
ing  from  New  York  City  to  Wyoming  to 
Florida.  He  graduated  from  a  leading  uni¬ 
versity,  then  spent  several  years  in  Paris, 
graduating  there  from  the  Ecole  des  Beaux 
Arts.  He  has  had  an  experience  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  architecture  of  more  than  twenty-five 
years. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Sundt,  supervising  architect, 
after  two  years  in  a  Western  State  college 
and  considerable  experience  as  a  superintend¬ 
ent  of  construction,  spent  four  years  at  the 
College  of  Architecture  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  graduating  there  and  gradu¬ 
ating  from  the  University  of  Toulouse,'  in 
France. 

Mr.  Bruce  Wenner,  assistant  supervising 
architect,  was  in  charge  of  an  architectural 
office  in  Philadelphia  when  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  bureau  about  two  years  ago. 
Both  he  and  Mr.  Sundt  saw  active  service  in 
France  as  engineers  in  the  A.  E.  P. 

Mr.  Edward  F,  Jansson,  in  charge  of  the 
Chicago  office,  has  had  several  years’  experi¬ 
ence  with  the  bureau.  All  three  are  active 
Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday-school  and 
church  workers. 

The  bureau  staff,  by  undertaking  full  ar¬ 
chitectural  service  for  a  few  specially  situ¬ 
ated  churches,  have  demonstrated  their  ability 
to  design  and  build  churches  and  church- 
school  buildings  at  reasonable  costs  and  at 
the  same  time  maintain  high  standards  of 
design  and  construction. 

The  director  and  joint  committee  manag¬ 
ing  the  bureau  are  hopeful  of  being  able  to 
maintain  a  competent  technical  staff  whose 


Personal  and  General 

— The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  is 
holding  a  school  of  missions  at  Gulfside, 
August  22-29,  with  Mrs.  Daisy  Bulkley  Tay¬ 
lor  as  dean.  Mrs.  Dan  B.  Brummitt;  Miss 
Irene  Thomas,  of  Iowa;  Miss  Lillian  Pugh, 
of  New  Orleans,  and  Mrs.  Taylor  constitute 
the  faculty.  Board  is  only  $7  the  week. 
Registration  fee  of  $1  may  be  sent  direct  to 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Gaither,  6323  Pitt  Street,  New 
Orleans,  La. 

— Colleague  Frank  T.  Cartwright,  of  fragrant 
historic  memory,  editor  of  the  China  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,  announces  that  the  China 
Christian  Advocate  is  to  be  published  as  a 
weekly  during  the  months  of  China’s  present 
crisis.  It  is  to  be  primarily  a  news  sheet, 
telling  what  is  happening  politically  and  .re¬ 
ligiously  in  that  great  country.  There  will 
also  be  interpretations  of  events  and  move¬ 
ments  written  by  missionary  and  Chinese 
leaders.,  The  price  will  not  be  Increased. 
You  will  receive  the  paper  for  the  coming 
year,  including  the  weekly  issues,  for  the 
price  formerly  paid  for  the  twelve  monthly 
issues.  Send  a  dollar  bill  or  a  check  on  any 
national  bank  to  Frank  T.  Cartwright,  23 
Yuen  Ming  Yuen  Road,  Shanghai,  China, 

— Bishop  Frederick  B.  Fisher,  of  Calcutta, 
is  in  Lausanne,  Switzerland,  where  he  is  a 
delegate  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
to  the  World  Conference  on  Faith  and  Order, 
which  meets  there  August  3-21.  He  is  ac¬ 
companied  by  Mrs.  Fisher.  They  spent  the 
month  of  June  in  Egypt,  Palestine,  and 
Greece,  studying  the  cathedrals,  the  priests, 
the  customs,  and  influence  of  the  Greek  Cath- 
olist  Church,  which  is  a  part  of  this  inter¬ 
national  and  interdenominational  conference. 
On  Septenjiber  9  they  will  leave  Marseilles, 
Prance,  for  Bombay.  Bishop  Fisher  will 
spend  five  days  in  Calcutta  and  will  then 
proceed  to  Lucknow  for  the  Dashera  meeting, 
October  2-6,  and  for  the  semi-annual  meeting 
of  the  four  Methodist  bishops  of  India,  Oc¬ 
tober  7-9.  Bishop  Fisher’s  Conference  dates 
are;  Central  Provinces,  at  Jubbulpore,  No¬ 
vember  16;  Lucknow  Conference,  at  Gonda, 
November  80;  Bhabua  Mission  Conference, 
Bhabua,  December  10;  Bengal  Conference, 
Darjeeling,  December  M.  From  January  20 
to  80,  1928,  Bishop  Fisher  will  attend  the 
Central  Conference  at  Baroda,  where  he  has 
been  selected  to  present  the  episcopal  address. 
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Continuing  Her  Task 


From  the  very  beginning  of  her  ministry  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  movement  in  this  country  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  was  bent  on  giving  helpful  min¬ 
istry  to  the  colored  people.  The  slave  was  the  object 
of  her  solicitous  care.  This  was  true  because,  like  her 
Lord,  the  Church  identified  herself  with  the  unfortunate 
on  the  Christian  assumption  that  the  Negro  is  a  man; 
and  that  to  fit  him  for  the  highest  type  of  social  fellow¬ 
ship,  the  company  of  the  redeemed,  is  the  most  splendid 
service  that  any  social  institution  can  render  humanity. 
As  a  means  to  this  end,  this  Church  adopted  Christian 
education.  This  she  did,  not  to  supplant,  but  to  supple¬ 
ment  the  stated  efforts  to  develop  a  more  valuable  type 
of  citizenship.  The  first  work  done  by  the  Church  in 
this  direction  was  in  1865,  in  what  is  now  Walden  Col¬ 
lege,  This  was  continued  by  organized  effort  under  the 
corporate  name  of  The  Freedmen’s  Aid  Society,  chartered 
in  1866.  From  those  humble  beginnings  to  the  present 
time  that  enterprise  in  the  education  of  freedmen  has 
undergone  marvelous  expansion.  That  period  comprises 
one  of  the  most  arresting-  chapters  in  the  educational 
history  of  our  country.  One  after  another,  in  every  one 
of  the  slave-holding  States  of  the  South,  schools  were  es¬ 
tablished  for  the  education  of  the  newly  emancipated  and 
their  descendants.  So  eager  were  those  freedmen  for  reap- 
ing  such  benefits  that  they  cheerfully  underwent  any  sac¬ 
rifice  and  endured  any  hardship  to  attain  their  object. 
Even  soldiers  who  had  enlisted  to  make  sure  the  per¬ 
petuation  of  the  Union  and  their  own  emancipation  as 
well  would  carry  with  them  on  the  march  the  old  blue- 
back  speller. 

Occasionally  between  the  firing  times,  with  their  old 
musket  in  one  hand,  they  would  snatch  an  opportunity 
to  peep  into  their  spelling  books  in  the  other.  Those  days 
for  the  education  of  the  freedmen  are  gone  forever,  and 
now  the  third  generation  of  colored  American  citizens 
are  being  educated  by  this  same  Church.  For  these,  to-day 
the  Church  maintains  some  eighteen  schools — colleges, 
academies,  normal,  nurse-training  and  medical,  theological, 
and  one  university — at  a  property  valuation  of  five  and 
three-quarter  millions  of  dollars.  Enrolled  therein  are 
some  7,000  students.  Of  the  quarter  of  a  million  who  have 
enrolled  in  these  schools  since  1866,  sixteen  thousand  have 
graduated  and  are  to  be  found  in  all  walks  of  life. 

At  the  last  General  Conference  the  Church  recognized 
that  “The  facilities,  although  greatly  enlarged,  have  not 
been  adequate  to  accommodate  the  growing  numbers  and 
needs  of  the  twenty  Negro  Conferences,  having  a  lay  and 
ministerial  membership  of  358,000.  Practically  all  of 
the  ministers,  Sunday-school  teachers,  and  other  leaders 
of  our  Negro  Churches  are  products  of  these  schools. 
Without  the  schools  the  Negro  Churches  would  be  with¬ 
out  leaders  and  helpless.  It  is  coming  to  be  more  and 
more  understood  that  the  success  of  the  Christian  religion 
and  the  Church  of  the  future  in  any  race  depend  upon 
^thc  training  and  education  of  the  children.”  In  response 
to  this  ministry  of  Christian  education  on  part  of  the 


Church  and  in  fulfillment  of  her  earnest  expectation,  these 
several  schools  are  doing  effective  work  and  thus  justifying 
the  generosity  of  the  Church  and  their  continuation  as  the 
most  constructive  factors  in  the  development  of  a  race. 
The  following  table  gives  the  showing  of  graduates  for 
this  year,  together  with  the  honorary  degrees  conferred 
by  these  institutions  of  learning : 

COLLEGES  AND  UNIVERSITIES 

Claflin  College  .  53 

Clark  University  . jq2 

Morgan  College  . 49 

Morristown  Normal  and  Industrial  College .  42 

Philander  Smith  College .  49 

New  Orleans  Gilbert  College  .  Ig7 

Rust  College  .  57 

Samuel  TIriion  College  .  43 

Wiley  College  . gg 

.  628 

PROFESSIONAL  SCHOOLS 
Flint-Goodridge  Hospital  and  Nurse-Training 

School  .  jj 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary  .  32 

Mebarry  Medical  College  .  132 


‘  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

Bethune-Cookman  Collegiate  Institute  .  61 

Haven  Teachers’  College  .  4I 

Princess  Anne  Academy  .  28 

Walden  College  .  3g 

Total  .  15g 

DEGREES  CONFERRED  BY  NEGRO  SCHOOLS 
Doctor  of  Divikitt 

)Viley  College — The  Rev.  J.  S.  Scott,  district  superintendent  of 
Houston  District,  Texas  Conference;  C.  C.  Harper,  pastor  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist  Church,  Houston,  Texas. 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary — The  Rev.  Robert  A.  Grant,  a  lead¬ 
ing  man  in  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Florida; 
Edward  M.  Jones,  ’88,  an  agent  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and 
Relief,  has  been  a  member  of  five  or  six  General  Conferences. 

Doctor  of  Literature 

N ew  Orleans  Gilbert  College — Prof.  Theophilus  Robert  Parker,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  State  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  Institute,  Normal, 
Alabama. 

Master  of  Arts 

Wiley  College— J&mea  D.  Ryan,  principal  of  Jack  Yates  High  School, 
Houston,  Texas;  T.  D.  Marshall,  principal  of  Darrell  School, 
Dallas,  Texas. 


— It  pays  to  think. 

— The  liar  laughs  when  truth  is  slapped  in  the  face. 

— Drops  of  honey  are  always  good  for  sonny. 

— Charity  is  distinguished  by  hilarity;  but  love  reveals 
itself  by  meekness. 

— Pick  out  your  own  cross  and  you  will  postpone  in¬ 
definitely  the  day  when  you  will  pick  it  up  and  carry  it. 
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Another  Soldier  Has  Fallen 

By  the  Rev.  W.  J.  M.  Price 


The  rev.  GEORGE  W.  OGILVIE,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Belcher,  La.,  died 
at  his  brother’s  home  in  Shreveport,  La.,  on  Sun¬ 
day,  July  17,  1927. 

The  Rev.  Ogilvie  joined  the  Louisiana  Conference  at 
Shreveport,  La.,  in  January,  1890,  the  late  Bishop  John 
H.  Vincent  presiding,  and  his  first  appointment  was  to 
Rush  Point,  Caddo  parish.  He  served  subsequently  in 
the  following  appointments:  Jewella  and  Round  Grove, 
Wildsville,  Trinity  and  Jonesville,  Columbus  and  Ne- 
greet.  Rocky  Mound,  Butler  and  Benton,  Vanceville, 
Frierson,  Bonchest  and  Holly,  Daniels  and  Round  Grove, 
Flourney  and  Jewella,  Johnson  and  Curtis,  Bayou  La- 
Chute,  Campti,  Thomas  circuit,  Melville  and  Woodside. 
He  served  eight  months  and  two  weeks  in  the  Belcher 
appointment,  from  which  place  he  was  called  to  his  final 
reward.  His  good  wife,  who  went  with  him  to  all  of  his 
appointments,  was  with  him  to  the  last.  Funeral  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  in  Johnson  Chapel,  of  which  the  writer  is 
pastor,  on  Monday  evening,  July  18,  where  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  friends  had  gathered  to  pay  tribute  to  the  life  and 
character  of  the  minister  who  had  served  this  congrega¬ 
tion  for  six  years  so  worthily. 


The  services  were  conducted  by  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  J.  D.  David,  who  announced  as  the  opening 
hymn,  “Servant  of  ^  God,  Well  Done.”  The  following 
ministers  were  present  and  spoke  in  commendable  terms 
of  the  life  and  character  of  the  Rev.  Geo.  W.  Ogilvie: 
John  McKee,  A.  Robinson,  T..  A.  Bailey,  H.  W.  Gray, 
I.  K.  Henderson,  A.  C.  Cruell,  Mrs.  Lou  Owens,  and  the 
Revs.  Edwards,  Green,  and  Horton,  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  the  Rev.  Cotton,  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  There  were  many  beautiful  floral  of¬ 
ferings,  and  the  choir  sang  appropriate  music  for  the 
occasion.  The  body  was  carried  to  Longstreet,  La.,  where 
final  services  were  held  in  the  church  of  which  the  Rev. 
Wm.  Emmett  is  the  pastor,  and  out  of  which  the  Rev. 
Ogilvie  came  when  he  joined  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
The  ministers  of  Shreveport,  led  by  their  district  super¬ 
intendent,  went  in  a  body  to  Longstreet  on  Tuesday  and 
the  services  were  participated  in  by  them.  The  Revs. 
Bailey,  Gray,  McKee,  Kirvin,  and  Robinson  made  touch¬ 
ing  eulogies.  Interment  was  made  in  the  cemetery  near 
the  church,  amidst  beautiful  oaks  and  pines,  to  await 
the  resurrection  mom.  The  Rev.  Ogilvie  leaves  a  wife, 
four  brothers,  arid  other  relatives  to  mourn  their  loss. 


Rev.  Percy  Owens  Middleton  Has  Passed 


By  the  Rev.  B.  F.  Hall  ^ 

Bro.  Middleton’s  disposition  soon  won  for  him  friends 


The  rev.  P.  O.  MIDDLETON,  the  son  of  George 
Middleton  and  the  late  Henrietta  Middleton,  was 
born  thirty-seven  years  ago  at  Nottingham,  Md. 
He  passed  to  the  land  of  incessant  sunshine  and  felicity 
June  24,  1927.  He  received  his  early  schooling  in  the 
school  of  his  local  village.  After  receiving  the  call  into 
the  ministry  he  saw  the  need  of  further  training,  so  he 
entered  Princess  Anne  Academy,  and  from  there  he  went 
to  Gammon  Theological  Seminary.  Six  years  ago  he  was 
appointed  as  pastor  to  the  Poolesville  charge,  where  he 
served  four  successful  years.  This  was  his  first  experience 
as  a  pastor,  but  one  would  hardly  believe  it.  His  manner 
of  leadership  demonstrated  wonderful  ability.  Although 
he  did  not  accomplish  his  plans,  he  so  perfectly  elab¬ 
orated  them  that  his  successor  found  it  no  hard  task  to 
carry  his  plans  on  to  the  endeavored  objective. 

The  writer  of  this  memoir  happens  to  be  his  successor, 
and  conscientiously  confesses  that  whatever  has  been  his 
success,  the  Rev.  P.  O.  Middleton  laid  the  foundation  for 
it.  In  the  midst  of  many  hindrances  and  incongruities, 
he  was  successful  in  purchasing  a  tract  of  land  on  which 
to  build  a  parsonage.  The  foundation  was  laid  for  the 
building,  but  at  the  following  Conference  the  Rev.  Mid¬ 
dleton  was  changed.  While  it  is  true  that  a  beautiful 
eight-room  building  is  now  erected,  it  is  erected  on  the 
foundation  laid  by  Bro.  Middleton. 

Bro.  Middleton  possessed  both  constructive  and  con¬ 
servative  abilities.  Not  one  foot  of  ground  was  lost  dur¬ 
ing  his  four  years,  but  many  were  gained.  He  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  bringing  into  the  churches  men  and  women 
who  to-day  are  among  the  leading  workers  of  the  charge. 


from  every  walk  of  life;  he  was  respected  by  white  and 
colored.  He  was  a  gospel  preacher,  a  persistent  worker, 
an  honest  servant,  a  diplomatic  leader,  and  greater  still, 
he  was  a  Christian  gentleman.  He  possessed  qualities 
which  are  the  requisites  of  every  “good  minister  of  Jesus 
Christ.”  Bro.  Middleton’s  courage  was  undaunted;  his 
efforts  irresistible ;  his  aims  immutable  when  right  was 
trying  to  prevail.  Shortness  of  time  hindered  him  from 
further  demonstrating  his  wonderful  methods  in  church 
organization.  He  leaves  no  colossal  structures  or  com¬ 
modious  buildings  as  monuments  to  him ;  he  leaves  no  long 
years  of  service  that  usually  make  one  conspicuous,  but 
he  leaves  a  proof  that  it  is  possible  to  live  a  Christian 
life.  Just  before  leaving  the  Huntington  charge,  where 
he  was  pastoring,  to  resort  to  the  hospital,  he  called  his 
oflicials  together  and  gave  them  his  parting  words  of 
consolation,  and  charged  them  with  the  continuation  of 
their  Master’s  work.  On  May  18  he  packed  his  grip  and 
joyfully  went  on  to  the  place  where  thirty-six  days  hence 
the  Master  would  send  for  him. 

The  Rev.  Middleton  married  Miss  Viola  Davis,  of 
Poolesville,  Md.,  June  24,  1926.  Death  separated  them 
June  24,  1927.  Funeral  service  was  held  at  Brook’s 
Church,  Maryland.  The  Conference  was  well  represented. 
Those  who  spoke  words  of  praise  were:  Drs.  J.  S.  Car- 
roll,  R.  F.  Coates,  A.  J.  Mitchell,  B.  P.  Jordan,  Jessie 
Hicks,  J.  T.  Norris,  E.  A.  Hall,  and  B.  F.  Hall.  His 
body  was  interred  in  the  burying  grounds  adjacent  to  the 
church. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Dr.  Diflfendorfer  on  China 

Dr.  RALPH  E.  DIFFENDORFER,  Correspond¬ 
ing  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
returned  to  the  United  States  in  raid  July  after 
nine  months’  trip  around  the  world,  devoted  to  a  study 
of  Methodist  Missions  in  India,  Malaysia,  China,  Philip¬ 
pines,  Japan,  and  Korea.  To  the  Executive  Committee  at 
its  meeting  July  21,  he  presented  a  summary  of  existing 
conditions  and  impressions  gained ;  and  also  a  series  of 
far-reaching  recommendations  as  to  the  future  policies  of 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  reached  on  the  basis  of 
extensive  study,  interviews  and  conferences  with  Nationals 
and  missionaries  in  all  the  countries  visited. 

It  is  fortunate  that  in  these  critical  days,  when  so 
many  new  factors  and  changed  conditions  affect  the  whole 
missionary  enterprise,  there  is  available  for  counsel  and 
the  shaping  of  policies  this  first-hand  study  made  by  Doc¬ 
tor  Diffendorfer  in  the  Orient.  Dominating  impressions 
gained  from  his  report  are  those  of  his  profound  sense  of 
the  vitality  of  the  Christian  life  and  achievements  of  the 
churches  of  the  Orient,  unbounded  faith  in  the  future  of 
Christianity  in  the  fields  visited,  and  also  the  urgency  for 
adapting  the  work  of  the  Board  and  the  Church,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  China,  to  meet  the  needs  and  opportunities 
of  the  hour. 

Possibly  the  greatest  interest  attaches  to  Doctor  Dif- 
fendorfer’s  conclusions  and  recommendations  in  regard  to 
the  future  policy  in  China,  that  present  hot  spot  in  the 
missionary  world.  These  conclusions  are  based  on  visits 
and  conferences  made  this  spring  in  many  parts  of  China, 
including  Foochow,  Canton,  Shanghai,  Peking. 

All  the  recommendations  look  toward  the  speedy  and 
constructive  working  out  of  the  announced  ideal  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  “to  establish  in  China  a  self- 
supporting,  self-directing,  and  self-propagating  Church.” 
The  need  of  the  hour  is  to  make  the  Church  in  China  really 
Chinese  in  authority,  in  leadership,  and  the  holding  of 
property. 

Pointing  out  that  in  the  beginning  Foreign  Missions  in 
China  were  of  necessity  a  foreign  enterprise,  he  declares 
that  the  present  time  demands  that  the  Church  become 
thoroughly  indigenous.  Concerning  this  present  task,  he 
says: 

insist  that  the  Chinese  shoidd  support  an  overhead  church  organka- 
tion  which  they  themselves  had  no  part  in  forming,  and  it  is  eauallv 
-ifif  m  organisation  is  completely  financed  from 

‘  fife  and  consciousness  of 

the  Chinese  people.  Our  problem,  therefore,  seems  to  be  to  permit, 
by  General  Conference  action  and  by  constitutional  methods,  such 
adaptatkns  of  our  temporal  economy  as  will  give  to  us  a  church  In 
China  that  is  a  true  expression  of  the  genius  of  the  Chinese  people. 
Incidentallv,  probably  no  man  in  the  world  would  have  seen  Uiis 
more  cleam  and  have  adopted  it  more  eagerly  than  John  Wesley 
himsdf.  The  privileges  that  the  Methodists  had  when  they  estab¬ 
lished  their  organisation  in  America  in  their  first  General  Conference 
ought  to  be  as  eagerly  granted  by  us  to  the  Methodists  of  other 
countries.” 

On  the  important  matter  of  the  return  of  the  mission¬ 
aries  who  have  been  evacuated  from  their  posts  in  China, 
Doctor  Diffendorfer  foresees  that  their  return  should  be 
on  an  entirely  new  basis.  The  evacuation  established 
Chinese  leadership  in  hospitals,  schools,  and  evangelistic 
work. 

without  any  credit  to  ourselves,  Chinese  leadership  has  been 
mablished  as  one  of  the  accompaniments  of  the  Chinese  revolution. 
Our  missionaries  are  keen  to  feel  that  when  they  return  their  ex- 
Pjcsscd  attitude  toward  the  Chinese  who  are  now  carrying  the  burden 
of  our  work  is  even  more  important  than  all  of  their  previous  mis¬ 


sionary  experience.  Whatever  may  be  our  general  policy  regarding 
the  return  of  missionaries  to  China,  the  missionaries  themselves  wiU 
certainly  8^  to  it  that  tte  gains  that  have  been  made  in  the  sense 
of  responsibihty  and  leadership  for  the  Christian  movement  in  China 
among  the  Chinese  will  not  only  not  be  lost  but  wUl  be  greatly 
strengthened  and  set  forward  toward  the  new  day. 

“It  is  equally  true  that  the  missionaries  of  the  future  will  and 
should  go  to  China  on  such  terms  as  the  Chinese  themselves  desire. 

“Jssionaries  felt  that  this  is  the  only  basis  on 
which  they  will  return  to  their  posts. 

“Any  attempt  to  determine  the  number,  kind,  and  location  of 
missionaries  to  China  in  the  future  from  New  York  would  set  the 
Chinese  Church  back  a  generation.  Heretofore  we  have  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  making  our  missionary  program  by  such  studies  as  surveys, 
in  which  the  missionary  board  or  a  group  of  boards  have  attempted 
to  outline  where  work  should  be  opened,  what  kind  of  work  should 
be  done,  what  the  qualifications  and  training  of  the  missionaries 
should  be,  a  programielng  process  that  has  been  almost  perfected  in 
its  t^nnique.  Such  a  policy  must  now  be  abandoned  by  us.  Through 
all  these  years  we  have  now  raised  up  a  group  of  Chinese  leaders 
who  are  probably  better  qualified  to  determine  these  issues  than 
even  the  mi^ionaries  of  long  experience.  We  must  now  ask  our 
Chinese  brethren  how  best  we  can  serve  them  and  help  them  to 
tram  their  ministry,  to  strengthen  their  churches,  to  maA  out  new 
lines  of  work,  and  to  open  up  new  fields  of  endeavor.  Even  in  those 
cases  where  through  lack  of  experience  and  knowledge  the  Chinese 
may  not  see  all  the  opportunities  now  open  to  them,  our  approach  in 
such  c^es  must  be  through  suggestion  and  helpful  counsel  rather 
than  through  any  formal  programking  of  our  own.” 

Concerning  the  matter  of  Chinese  Bishops,  he  reports : 

bishops,  all  of  the  groups  in  Foochow,  Shanghai, 
and  Peking  with  whom  I  discussed  this  matter  were  unanimous  that 
the  time  has  come  when  the  Church  in  China  should  have  Chinese 
episcopal  supervision.  It  would  be  fatal,  however,  for  us  to  think  of 
a  Chinese  bishop  as  a  general  superintendent,  elected  by  the  General 
Conference,  and  supported  by  foreign  money.  It  would  be  equally 
w  ®l  to  unite  the  Chinese  on  one  bishop  for  the  North,  the 

West,  the  South,  and  Central  China.  Chinese  episcopal  supervision, 
it  IS  agreed  by  all,  should  begin  with  some  modified  form  of  the 
episcopacy  in  one  or  more  of  these  limited  areas,  a  man  chosen  by 
ttie  Chinese  themselves  and  supported  by  them,  with  salaries  and 
duties  fixed  in  their  own  legal  Conferences.” 

The  important  matter  of  transfer  of  property  to  the 
Chinese  is  faced  in  a  frank  and  thoroughgoing  way  by 
Doctor  Diffendorfer.  Reporting  on  the  sentiment  in 
China,  he  states: 

studying  and  discussing  the  policy  of  the  Young 
Men  s  Christian  Association  and  the  Young  Women’s  Christian  As- 
^ciation  in  China,  our  Conference  groups  in  Foochow,  Shanghai,  and 
Peking  were  all  unanimous  in  recommending  that  steps  be  taken  to 
tuyi  our  Church  property  over  to  some  responsible  Chinese  holding 
®®  ^  necessary  condition,  of  course,  is  a  responsible  government 

under  which  some  holding  body  can  be  incorporated  or  registered,  to 
which  the  Church  property  and  parsonages  can  be  deeded. 

“The  general  feeling  is  that  an  executive  board,  possible  the  China 
section  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Eastern  Asia  Central  Con¬ 
ference,  should  be  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the 
property  of  Chinese  churches  and  parsonages.  We  recommend  that 
a  commission  be  constituted  in  China,  or  that  we  petition  the  Central 
Conference  of  Eastern  Asia  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  create 
such  a  holding  body.  It  may  take  years  to  perfect  the  arrangements, 
but  it  is  none  too  early  to  begin  this  important  step.” 

Concerning  the  tremendously  important  question  as  to 
whether  the  Board  should  ask  for  reparations  for  prop¬ 
erty  looted,  stolen  or  destroyed  during  the  present  war 
conditions.  Doctor  Diffendorfer  recommends : 

“Already  other  Christian  groups  in  China  have  openly  declared 
that  they  will  not  accept  such  indemnity,  and  I  understand  that  the 
International  Committee  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
has  sent  formal  notice  to  the  State  Department  in  Washington,  and 
through  them  to  the  American  minister  in  Peking,  that  they  would 
not  ask  indemnity  for  any  destroyed  Y.  M.  C.  A.  property  in  China. 
My  own  recommendation  is  that  this  board  now  send  ofBcial  word  to 
the  State  Department  that  we  will  ask  no  property  indemnities.” 

Acting  on  that  recommendation,  the  special  China 
Committee  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  has  already  voted  to  recommend  to  the 
Board  that  it  shall  ask  no  property  indemnity. 

The  Church  will  follow  with  eager  interest,  and,  we 
are  convinced,' with  warm  support,  the  practical  steps  by 
which  these  ideals  are  translated  into  action.  For  it  is 
actions,  not  words,  which  count  in  China  in  these  days. 

L. 


CASPBB^r>VMO. 


New  Church 

Enterprises 

ON  THESE  two  pa^es  are  shown 
photographs  and  architects’ 
drawing  o£  a  few  new  church 
building  projects  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Some  of  these 
buildings  are  already  completed. 
Some  are  in  process  of  erection. 
Some  are  future  projects,  under 
way  but  not  yet  having  reached 
the  building  sta^e. 

In  many  of  these  enterprises 
the  Bureau  of  Architecture  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has 
furnished  plans  or  ^iven  co-oper- 

otinn  and  POUTlsel. 


CENTRAL  CHURCH  -  D^uske<^on.y  MicK 


ST  CHURCH-Bri Conn 


XB  O  R  OXJ  G  Hr  Penn.  CHURCH  and  SCHODL  ofJ(EUGlOS''Greencastle,lHd 
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TRINITY  CHURCH,  -Fresno.  Cal 


NORMAL  aXY  CmJRCHrMuncieM, 


Comrade  of  the  Human 
Heart 

BY  HENRY  VAN  DYKE 


{Written  for  the  Dedication  of  a  New  Church) 

O  Comrade  of  the  Human  Heart, 

O  Son  of  Love,  Divine, 

To  Thy  dear  name  we  set  apart. 

On  this  ^een  hill,  a  shrine. 

In  Thee  is  manhood  glorified. 

In  Thee  is  God  adored; 

Our  heavenly  Brother,  earthly  Guide, 
Redeemer,  Friend,  and  Lord. 

To  all  our  learning  lend  Thy  light. 

To  all  our  ^ork.  Thy  grace; 

Help  us  to  honour  Thee  aright 
Until  we  see  Thy  face. 

O  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth, 

Who  died  to  make  us  free. 

In  youth  and  till  our  latest  breath 
We'll  trust  and  follow  Thee. 


TJNION  CaroRCH.-?an  River;  MasR 


LAWNDALE,-Pe>iK..  TRINITY  CHURCH,-Ur2)ana, /Zl 
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Are  Foreign  Bishops  Needed  in  the 

Far  East? 

What  Place  Will  Bishops  and  Other  Foreigners  Have  in  the  Future? 

By  John  Z.  Moore 

8«oul,  Korta 


First  we  white  folks  are  foreigners  here,  and  that 
means  far  off.  True,  the  world  is  much  smaller 
than  it  was  fifty  years  ago.  If  this  material  near¬ 
ness  had  resulted  in  spiritual  neaimess  there  would  be 
no  need  for  these  linea  I  am  attempting  to  write.  The 
chief  result  of  the  material  nearness  that  has  come  over 
the  world  during  these  later  days  is  a  leveling  up,  or  down, 
as  you  wish  to  look  at  it,  of  ideas  and  conditions  all 
around  the  world.  The  price  of  wheat  and  cotton  goes 
up  or  down,  not  in  one  place,  but  in  every  place  together. 
The  same  currents  run  clear  around  the  world  at  just 
about  the  same  time.  The  day  has  gone  by  when  we  can 
say  America  is  right  side  up  and  India  wrong  side  up. 
They  are  both  on  the  same  side  of  the  world,  for  the 
world  has  but  one  side  to-day. 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  when  I  left  America,  the  word 
‘‘foreigner”  had  only  one  and  a  very  definite  meaning  in 
my  mind — an  inferior  person  who  was  to  be  pitied  be¬ 
cause  he  was  not  quite  human.  That  is  not  quite  Amer¬ 
ican.  On  arriving  here  and  being  the  “foreigner”  my¬ 
self,  I  found  the  foreigner  was  looked  upon  in  two  ways, 
depending  upon  who  was  looking.  The  Koreans  who  did 
not  like  us  or  want  us  called  us  “devils.”  Those  who 
liked  us  or  wanted  us,  from  whatever  cause,  looked  upon 
us  as  “white  gods.”  To-day  the  same  currents  sweep 
round  the  world,  and  whatever  meaning  the  word  “for¬ 
eign”  may  have  it  has  the  same  meaning  everywhere.  We 
may  no  longer  be  “foreign  devils,”  but  most  assuredly  we 
are  not  “white  gods.”  Twenty-five  years  ago  to  be  an 
American  here  in  the  midst  of  the  church  workers  was 
to  have  a  great  advantage;  to-day,  if  anything,  it  is  a 
handicap  to  be  overcome. 

The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  meaning  of  the  word 
“foreign”  is  still  far  off.  We  may  be  close  physically,  but 
in  background,  early  training,  in  preconceived  ideas,  and 
especially  in  our  prejudices  we  are  far  apart.  Then  the 
higher  up  we  are  in  official  position  the  farther  we  are 
from  the  people.  One  of  the  wisest  and  most  honestly 
outspoken  of  our  own  church  leaders  says  he  doubts  if 
it  is  possible  for  the  man  high  in  official  position  to  he  a 
real  spiritual  leader  of  the  people.  The  spiritual  leader 
must  be  close  to  the  hearts  of  the  people  he  would  lead. 
Official  leadership  does  not  alwavs  nurture  heart  near¬ 
ness.  In  our  Methodist  Church  the  foreign  bishop  or 
district  superintendent  is  often  actually  far  off  in  phys¬ 
ical  contact.  He  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  world,  or 
as  far  away  as  he  can  get,  the  world  having  but  one  side 
now ;  or  he  is  shut  off  by  the  way  he  travels,  and  by  the 
way  he  lives,  from  contact  with  the  people.  Then  if  he 
has  not  had  long  and  patient  and  sympathetic  touch  with 
the  people  he  is  apt  to  be  far  from  them  in  spiritual  and 
intellectual  contact  at  all  times.  The  American  is  im¬ 
patient  to  tel!  others  what  to  do.  How  many  of  us  have 
learned  that  the  way  into  the  Oriental  heart  is  to  sit 
patiently  for  hours  and  let  him  tell  us  what  is  in  his 


heart?  Our  first  task  is  to  get  away  from  this  far-away¬ 
ness. 

To-day  one  of  the  most  important  questions  before 
us  as  Christian  workers  in  these  Far  Eastern  lands  is 
to  make  sure  that,  whatever  our  work  or  position,  we 
are  not  “far  back”  from  the  people.  Only  as  we  work 

with  them  will  our  service  be  of  value. 

« 

Can  a  Foreigner  Really  Lead  in  the  Far  East? 

This  raises  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  a  for¬ 
eigner  can  be  at  the  head,  or  in  high  official  authority, 
in  the  church  of  these  Far  Eastern  lands.  So  long  as  it 
was  but  mission  work  there  was  nothing  else  to  do.  To¬ 
day  we  have,  what  we  aimed  at,  established  churches  in 
all  these  lands.  Especially  is  this  question  of  official  po¬ 
sition  a  serious  one  if  the  election  or  appointment  is  by 
those  of  another  nation  and  race.  It  seems  self-evident 
that  the  head  should  be  an  integral  part  of  the  body. 
There  may  be  times  when  the  head  is  not  good  enough 
for  the  body.  It  is  also  possible  for  the  head  to  be  too 
good  for  the  body — or  at  least  to  think  it  is.  Then  the 
body  may  not  be  ready  to  appreciate  such  a  head.  One 
often  wonders  why  the  most  elaborate  and  complicated 
machinery  of  the  Methodist  Church,  worked  out  for  a 
hundred  and  fifty  years  in  America,  should  be  clamped 
down  on  the  primitive  but  very  real  church  we  now  have 
in  Korea.  Or  why  should  a  church  divided  by  a  civil 
war  in  America  sixty  years  ago  be  so  divided  here? 

New  Sacrifices  a  Missionary  Must  Make  To-day 

To-day  the  sacrifice  a  missionary  is  called  Upon  to 
make  is  not  the  sacrifice  of  his  home  comforts.  In  many 
places  on  the  mission  field  it  would  be  simply  silly  to  talk 
of  sacrifice  in  so  far  as  this  relates  to  what  we  have  to 
eat  or  wear  or  the  houses  we  have  to  live  in.  The  sacrifice 
of  a  most  cutting  kind  which  is  still  called  for  is  the 
sacrifice  of  our  prejudices  and  our  prerogatives.  This 
applies  to  the  home  church  as  well.  Just  because  our 
skins  are  white  is  no  longer  sufficient  reason  to  hold  our 
hearts  are  whiter,  our  brains  brighter,  or  our  sacrifice 
more  complete  than  that  of  others.  The  colored  man 
was  right  when  he  introduced  the  white  bishop  to  the 
rather  uneasy  congregation  by  saying,  “Now,  brethren, 
don’t  be  disturbed ;  the  speaker  of  the  morning  has  a  white 
skin,  but  I  assure  you  he  has  a  black  heart.” 

Then  our  prerogatives.  This  is  where  the  years  have 
brought  the  great  change  in  mission  work.  The  people 
are  here  as  they  were  a  hundred  years  ago.  Their  total 
life  goes  on  much  as  it  did  then.  They  are  still  in  need 
of  Christ,  just  as  all  lands  are  in  need  of  Him.  Our  task 
is  the  same  as  it  always  has  been — to  lift  up  Christ  that 
He  may  draw  them  unto  Himself  and  bring  them  to  the 
Father  God.  But  the  method  has  changed.  The  mis¬ 
sionary  is  no  longer  leader  with  a  great  personal  career 
opening  before  him.  Service  must  be  his  watchword,  and 
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this  service  must  be  expressed  in  sacrifice,  even  the  sacri-  been  made  in  regard  to  the  church  in  China  for  many 
fice  of  his  prerogatives.  Hxs  place  in  the  scheme  of  things  years.  It  seems  to  the  writer  the  reason  China  has  no 
will  not  be  set  by  the  board  or  by  the  election  of  some  man  as  yet  for  bishop  ia  not  because  China  does  not  have 
foreign  body  or  by  the  money  he  controls,  but  by  the  se-  worthy  workmen  prepared  to  preside  over  the  church  in 
lection,  officially  or  just  naturally,  of  the  people  among  China.  The  great  difficulty  is  they  have  no  one  they 
whom  he  works.  This  is  the  only  way  in  which  he  can  would  entrust  with  an  entirely  artificial  and  foreign 
find  any  real  entrance  into  their  hearts,  or  any  lasting  standard  of  leadership.  They  have  men  they  would  elect 
in  uence  in  the  temple  of  God  that  now  and  is  to  be  in  to  leadership  for  one  year  or  perhaps  for  four  years’ 
these  lands  of  infinite  possibilities.  leadership  with  restricted  powers,  but  not  for  a  lifetime 

Prerogatives  Must  Be  Sacrificed  7'^^  consider  unlimited  powers.  The  East 

,  has  not  yet  escaped  the  complex  of  imperialism.  We 

IS  sense  of  prerogative  on  the  part  of  the  foreign  no  longer  think  of  a  bishop  as  a  person  with  unlimited 

workers  dies  hard  m  these  lands.  One  exercising  arbitrary  author- 

long  in  these  lands  must  watch  hm-  ity,  but  the  Oriental  does  so  think, 

sell  or  out  it  comes,  and  not  long  _  1.1.  1.1. 

ago  I  heard  of  one  just  landed  from*  Wind  in  the  Pine  “aro  "*  Lftt;  :a7trt“:Siti: 

America  who  in  his  first  address  lined  By  Ls,  s..„t  office.  Let  the  office  be  what  it  in 

n  ^  ^  program  or  one  of  j  above  the  cry  reality  is,  a  matter  of  general  super- 

these  Oriental  lands  for  the  past,  of  IK.  intendency  for  a  term  only,  and 

present,  and  future  of  the  church.  Rollins  yo,r  Mni,  Ud.,  ocro.,  th.  China  and  Korea  will  find  men  for 

r  0^1.  rK°"  rl  ‘“•’X  00.7  I  ‘I'e  office.  Having  this  final  office, 

of  The  Chma  Chns  lan  Advocate,”  well  as  the  responsibility  for  the 

a  well-edited  and  well-filled  religious  of  «.  «.o<os  local  work  as  the/now  do  have,  they 

paper.  One  thing  struck  me  as  a  oh.  I  can  hear  you.  Ood.  will  develop  leadership,  make  use  of 

bit  strange.  This  paper  is  printed  -  Abo..  (*.  «wil  .f  th.  their  own  initiative  powers,  and  this 

in  English.  The  editors— if  names  W,  loro-  responsibility  will  sober  and 

mean  anyth.ng-are  all  good  Anglo-  strengthen  the  whole  church. 

Saxon  Americans,  the  business  man-  ^  ^  Thus  the  head  being  elected  by 

ager  the  same.  Yet  here  is  their  CWM,  jiror  v,.l.dl..  the  body  here  would  he  a  real  part 

own  statement:  “This  paper  is  the  0/  shs.Us  w^rfoll.  „f  th,  b„d  He  would  live  here  and 

official  organ  of  the  China  section  ^  avalanehes,  ,  ^ 

of  the  East  Asia  Central  Conference  Swaehiny  yo«r  wind  ^  of  the  world  in  which 

f  iu  K/T  ll  j-  a  1-1  •  1  .rvi  i  ..  amonff  the  branchee  this  church  must  live  and  work, 

of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.”  r,  This  leader  might  be  a  missionary 

One  redeeming  it™  is  the  statement  .A«..  -though  this  is  not  Ukely-he  might 

l^that  this  paper  is  registered  at  the  ‘h'  Msl-oP* 

▼  Chinese  post  office  as  a  newspaper.”  y<ntr  piney  breeze,  ,  ,  u  j.  i. 

•  oc  Walvrxrxc  o  And  your  moon’e  Wet-  and  sent  out  from  America,  but  he 

^  ,  P  >  s  mission-  eUver  pool;  would  be  clothed  with  new  power,  and 

anes,  as  a  church  as  yet  dominated  Wash  over  me.  God.  with  then  when  his  term  of  service  was 

by  America,  as  Christian  brothers  of  your  wind  and  rUyht.  over  he  could  stay  on  and  show  what 

the  Chinese  and  of  all  these  lands,  J  »  And  leave  me  clean  ^  without  the  office. 

we  have  a  long  way  to  go  before  our  |  ■  -Tl"*  „  .  , «  This  would  send  a  thrill  through  all 

prerogatives  are  sacrificed  and  I  PumA  the  church.  Will  not  the  Methodist 

blended  into  the  church  of  Christ  in  I  ■  Church  in  America  begin  to  think 

China  and  in  all  these  lands.  I  ■  along  these  lines.?  Our  best  Korean 

And  this  18  the  most  important  ^  N  leaders  are  talking  this  frankly  and 

question  we  as  Methodists  have  to  ^  They  do  not  want  it  to  come 

face  in  Korea  to-day.  How  can  v  /  ^  \  suddenly,  but  they  exepect  it  to 

these  two  broken  bits  of  Methodism  come  in  time, 

in  Korea  get  together  and  form  one 
strong,  united  church  of  Christ? 

Not  that  the  Koreans  are  clamor- 
ing  for  this,  but  it  is  in  the  back¬ 
ground  of  all  the  thinking  of  our  Korean  leaders.  In  no 
way  do  they  wish  to  break  with  the  American  church,  nor 
do  they  wish  to  separate  from  the  missionaries.  They 


Wind  in  the  Pine 

By  Lew  Sasett 

Oh,  I  can  hear  you,  Ood,  above  the  cry 
Of  the  toeeing  treet — 

Rolling  your  windy  tides  across  the  sky. 
And  splashing  your  silver  seas 
Over  the  pine. 

To  the  water-line 
Of  the  moon. 

Oh,  I  can  hear  you,  Ood, 

»  Above  the  wail  of  the 
lonely  loon — 

When  the  pine  tops  pitch 
and  nod — 

Chanting  your  melodies 
Of  ghastly  waterfalls 
and  avalanches, 
Swashing  your  wind 
among  the  branches 
To  make  them  pure  and 
white. 

Wash  over  me,  Ood,  with 
your  piney  breeze. 
And  your  moon's  xeet- 
silver  pool; 

^Wash  over  me,  Ood,  with 

your  wind  and  night. 

And  leave  me  clean 

^  and  cool. 

-^Ffom  **Tke  Box  of  Gold**. 
Publithed  by  Henry  Holt  A  Co. 


^  Future  Relationship  With  the 
Church  in  America 

Now  one  final  word.  Some  say 
this  would  mean  the  withdrawal  of  missionaries  and  funds 
from  America.  I  know  missionaries — and  some  of  them 
our  very  best — who  would  welcome  this  plan  and  be 


brororo.  Aiv  J  iL  L  1  i-  L  vi  ,  J  wouio  weicome  inis  pian  ana  De 

know  they  nrod  the  help  of  both,  and  they  want  our  fel-  pk^ed  to  work  with  Korean  leadership.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.- 

lowship  in  service.  They  also  know  these  two  Methodist  china  and  Korea  already  are  doing  this  with  fine  suc- 
churches  in  Korea  inust  be  one  if  we  are  to  take  up  our  As  to  funds,  so  long  as  America  is  the  large  per 

Lnd  Th  '’“f  'h"  ‘  Ch-nstiamzation  of  the  cent  Christian  she  is,  and  Korea  only  about  one  per  cent 

land.  They  also  know  there  must  be  a  simplification  of  Christian,  and  so  long  as  America  has  half  or  more  of 

th*  r  "  "'■vi-r*  nmchmery  and  a  larger  localiza-  .u  the  wealth  in  the  world,  she  cannot  continue  Christian 
lion  of  responsibility  and  final  authonty.  help  needy  lands  so  long  as  they  need  help.  Then 

Elect  Bishops  on  the  Field  for  a  Term  of  Years  “““^th  f  7'  *■'” 

_  use  these  funds  from  America  more  efficiently  and  add  to 

y  But  this  would  mean  the  election  of  their  own  bishop,  these  funds  a  much  larger  amount  from  local  funds  than 

1  hat  they  have  no  worthy  man  is  the  thought  that  comes  we  are  now  doing.  It  must  be  remembered  that  while 

at  once  to  the  mind  of  many.  The  same  statement  has  the  church  in  Korea  is  only  about  one  per  cent  of  the  pop- 
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ulation,  that  is  nothing  against  the  quality  of  the  church. 
Is  not  just  the  thing  we  want  and  the  thing  we  have  been 
praying  for — a  church  in  these  lands  ?  Why  any  thought 
of  deserting  it  so  long  as  it  may  need  our  help?  Why  not 
help  it  more  rather  than  less  when  it  is  willing  to  take  on 
burdens? 

After  writing  this  it  was  interesting  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  finance  committee  of  our  mission 
in  Korea.  This  committee  is  composed  of  half  mission¬ 
aries  and  half  Koreans.  On  account  of  the  shortness  of 
funds  to  care  for  all  the  work,  the  Korean  members  of 
this  committee  brought  in  a  resolution  asking  that  so 
far  as  possible  the  funds  from  America  be  turned  over 
to  the  schools  and  hospitals  and  asking  the  Korean 
church  to  take  over  the  support  of  the  evangelistic  work. 
Not  that  there  might  be  any  division,  but  that  greater 
help  might  be  secured  from  each.  It  was  a  fine,  heroic 
thing  for  the  Koreans  to  suggest  that  the  Korean  church 
take  all  the  evangelistic  burden.  I  doubt  if  they  can  do 
it  when  I  think  of  the  ninety  and  nine  who  are  still  out¬ 
side  the  fold.  They  are  willing  to  do  their  utmost  to 
help  carry  on  the  work  we  started  here.  Shall  we  not 
help  them  to  come  to  full  responsibility  and  authority 
in  their  own  church?  And  shall  we  not  stand  by  and 
work  with  them  so  long  as  they  may  need  that  help? 


Repeaters 

By  Edward  Ormerod 


SOMEWHERE  I  have  heard  a  story  of  a  youngster 
whose  habit  it  was  to  say  his  prayers  at  great  length 
and  with  all  detail  of  a  New  Year’s  night.  After¬ 
wards,  for  the  balance  of  the  year,  at  bedtime  he  just 
jumped  into  bed  and  said:  “Ditto!” 

What  a  mercy  if  a  lot  of  us  who  go  about  the  world 
repeating  ourselves  so  often  would  just  use  that  plan. 

Take  the  man  who  repeats  the  funny  story,  for  in¬ 
stance.  You  know  him — ^we  all  do.  He  is  a  good  fel¬ 
low,  and  when  he  does  not  quite  overdo  his  peculiarity 
we  stretch  a  point  and  force  a  display  of  suitable  interest 
each  time.  Still,  if  he  could  be  induced  to  at  just  the 
right  moment,  instead  of  starting  the  same  old  yam  we 
have  heard  so  often,  follow  the  youngster’s  system  in¬ 
stead,  what  a  straining  of  our  friendship  for  him  it  wotild 
make  unnecessary. 

Nervous  women  might  well  find  in  the  youngster’s  plan 
food  for  thought.  When  a  woman  sits  across  the  desk 
from  the  doctor  and  pleasantly  recites  for  his  information 
a  long  list  of  ailments,  and  then  starts  in  o>p  the  same 
list  again  with  modifications  and  variations,  and  insists 
upon  yet  once  more  detailing  the  alarming  symptoms,  the 
doctor  begins  to  have  a  sneaking  suspicion  that  here  is 
yet  another  neurasthenic.  And  this  thing  that  she  does 
in  his  ofiSce  and  will  continue  to  do  until  tactfully  led 
away  from  it  by  the  doctor,  she  is  probably  doing  daily  in 
her  home  to  the  dismay  of  her  family,  and  among  her 
friends  to  their  disgust  as  well.  What  a  place  for 
“Ditto!” 

The  establishment  of  prohibition  several  years  ago 
provided  one  of  the  most  fascinating  and  absorbingly- 
interesting  subjects  for  conversation.  To  say  that  this 
has  been  thoroughly  explored  and  dwelt  upon  is  to  put 
it  mildly,  indeed.  As  I  go  about  my  affairs  when  there 
sits  down  beside  me  in  a  street  car  or  restaurant  any  man 
of  approachable  appearance,  I  am  at  once  upon  my  guard. 
When  I  see  him  look  interestedly  in  my  direction  I  al¬ 
ways  try  for  first  blood  by  asking  if  he  was  at  the  fire 


last  night  or  if  he  does  not  think  Lindbergh’s  flight  a 
marvelous  thing.  I  know  that  I  must  do  this  or  he  will 
immediately  want  to  discuss  homebrew  or  bootlegging,  and 
I  am  heartily  weary  of  both  subjects.  This  prohibition 
thing  must  have  pr^uced  literally  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  potential  bootleggers — they’ve  told  me  so !  It  makes 
us  sympathize  with  the  psalmist  in  his  remarks  as  to  the 
probability  that  all  men  are  liars.  I  have  not  yet  repeated 
my  youngster’s  story  to  any  of  these  cases,  but  I  should 
like  to. 

How  many  of  us  have  this  hftbit  of  harping  on  some 
outworn  interest  or  subject?  How  many  of  us  are  re¬ 
peaters?  Only  subjects  of  amazing  interest,  or  tremend¬ 
ous  appeal,  will  stand  without  strain  the  grueling  given 
them  by  such  conversation-indigents. 

Suppose  next  time  we  are  tempted  to  enlarge  upon  our 
rheumatism,  or  that  $500  we  lost,  or  the  misdoings  of 
Jones’  wife,  or  the  high  cost  of  living,  or  the  failure  of 
prohibition,  or  any  one  of  a  score  of  other  gossipy  things 
we  have  rehashed  endlfessly  before — especially  if  these  be 
of  mournful  or  unhappy  character — suppose  I  say,  we 
wait  a  moment  and  then  say:  “Ditto!”  If  our  friend 
hears  he  will  want  an  explanation,  and  presto ! — we  have 
a  new  subject! 


When  Will  It  Happen? 

By  Bishop  Charles  Edward  Locke 


A  MAN  sat  at  his  desk  one  evening  in  his  home,  and 
with  pencil  and  paper  he  wrote  down  the  various 
clubs  to  which  he  belonged  and  their  annual  cost 
to  him.  There  was  the  noon-day  luncheon  club,  the  initial 
fee  of  which  was  a  hundred  dollars,  and  the  dues  ten  dol¬ 
lars  a  month.  There  was  his  golf  club,  which  had  cost 
him  five  hundred  dollars  to  join  and  fifteen  dollars  per 
month.  Of  course,  he  wanted  to  perpetuate  his  college 
life  as  far  as  possible,  and  especially  enjoyed  his  university 
club,  and  had  a  right  to  it.  Then,  because  there  was  still 
a  lot  of  the  boy  in  him,  and  he  was  anxious  to  maintain 
his  physical  efficiency,  of  course  he  must  have  his  ath¬ 


letic  facilities. 

He  found  very  much  to  his  surprise  that  his  investment 
in  his  clubs  reached  several  thousand  dollars,  and  his 
dues  several  hundred  dollars  per  year.  His  conscience 
smote  him  when  he  compared  this  expenditure  with  the 
paltry  $200  he  was  giving  to  his  church  each  year. 

He  reminded  himself  that  but  for  the  church  and  its 
spiritual  ministries  he  would  never  have  enjoyed  the  ec¬ 
stasies  of  his  home  life  and  the  prosperities  in  his  business 
career.  His  soul,  he  thought,  was  of  infinitely  more  im¬ 
portance  than  social  or  physical  things. 

He  took  down  his  check  book  and  wrote  a  check  for 
one  hundred  dollars  and  enclosed  it  to  the  church  treas¬ 
urer,  with  a  note,  in  which  he  stated  that  a  similar  amount 
could  be  expected  from  him  on  the  first  day  of  each  month. 

When  Teill  it  happen? 

Will  a  man  rob  God?  Yet  ye  have  robbed  me.  But 
ye  say.  Wherein  have  we  robbed  thee? 


“Kindness  is  like  the  sun.  Its  absence  means  a  frost, 
a  killing  frost;  it  means  blight  and  gloom;  it  means  a 
world  of  pain  that  heed  not  be  imposed  upon  a  world  of 
pain  that  must  be.  It  means  day  labor,  light  denied — the 
light  of  human  sympathy  and  brotherhood.  Everything 
that  Midas  touched  became  gold.  Everything  that  the 
kind  man  touches  becomes  bright  with  tender  and  shining 
humanity.” — George  A.  Gordon. 
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Out- Doors  Revival 

By  James  N.  Wallace,  B.D.,  D.D. 


The  Ministerial  Alliance  of  Decatur,  Ala.,  launched 
a  union  revival  service  under  a  big  tent  in  the  heart 
of  the  colored  population,  July  11,  and  conducted 
these  services  for  ten  days.  Prior  to  the  beginning  of  the 
series  of  meetings,  a  large  chorus  of  one  hundred 
voices,  made  up  of  the  seven  churches  participating,  met 
in  the  First  Baptist  Church  for  rehearsals.  Mr.  Dan 
Malone,  choirmaster;  Mrs.  N.  E.  Cashin,  organist. 
Nearly  all  of  the  singing  was  done  by  this  specially  pre¬ 
pared  choir.  The  choir  was  given  periods  of  rest  by  old- 
fashioned  congregational  singing,  which  served  to  kindle 
the  spiritual  fires  and  enlivened  the  preaching  and  altar 
work.  This  choir  was  seated  on  a  huge  platform,  erected 
for  the  preachers  and  singers.  It  was  a  novelty.  It 
proved  to  be  a  special  attraction  to  the  hundreds  who 
thronged  the  tent  and  all  vacant  spaces  on  the  ‘outside. 
The  preaching  was  done  by  the  city  pastors.  We  did 
not  have  a  special  hired  evangelist  to  do  our  preaching. 
It  is  very  difficult  to  relate  the  effect  that  it  had  upon 
the  people.  Every  church  vied  with  all  the  rest  in  work¬ 
ing  up  a  large  attendance  of  its  own  members  when  that 
special  night  came  for  their  pastor  to  deliver  the  gospel 
message.  The  effect  is  lasting,  judging  by  the  hearty 
spiritual  response  seen  in  the  many  church  services  on 
Sunday.  A  program  was  carefully  prepared,  giving 
every  minister  a  special  part  to  carry  out  every  night. 
Prayer  meetings  during  the  day,  and  early  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  prayer  meeting  at  the  tent.  Sunday  night  all  of 
the  churches  closed  their  doors  and  worshipped  at  the 
big  tent.  It  was  a  beautiful  picture  to  behold  all  of 
the  city  pastors  sitting  on  the  platform  with  members 
of  their  choir,  singing  in  one  grand  union  choir. 

Great  crowds  came  from  all  parts  of  the  city.  There 
were  some  out-of-town  visitors  who  came  to  get  some  of 
the  spiritual  enthusiasm  and  inspiration.  Great  crowds 
of  white  people  sat  in  their  automobiles  near  the  tent 
and  listened  to  the  singing,  old-fashioned  Negro  melodies. 


revival  songs,  and  solos,  making  a  strong  appeal',  to  the 
unconverted.  The  town  has  been  stirred  by  this  great 
union  meeting  as  it  has  never  been  before.  We  had  a 
big  union  meeting  in  King’s  Memorial  Church  last  year, 
but  the  seating  capacity  was  limited  to  about  400.  But 
out  under  the  big  tent  and  on  the  sides  thousands  could 
hear  the  message.  We  laid  aside  denominational  bicker¬ 
ings,  doctrinal  sermons,  etc.,  and  preached  one  common 
gospel — Jesus  Christ  crucified  for  the  sins  of  men.  A 
large  number  was  added  to  the  churches,  in' addition  to 
having  the  churches  greatly  strengthened.  We  have  a 
better  town  as  a  result  of  this  meeting. 

Those  participating  in  the  meetings  were  as  follows: 
Rev.  C.  M.  Howard,  pastor  First  Baptist;  Rev.  A.  B. 
Thompson,  Cumberland  Presbyterian;  Rev.  A.  P.  Sum¬ 
ter,  Jones  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Albany; 
Rev.  Samuel  J.  Mashaw,  Colored  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church ;  Rev.  A.  L.  James,  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  Rev.  I.  W.  Magahee,  Second  Baptist;  J.  N. 
Wallace,  King’s  Memorial,  and  president  of  the  Minis¬ 
terial  Alliance.  The  cost  to  finance  this  meeting  was 
nominal.  We  had  $146  expense,  which  was  easily  raised. 
The  Ministers’  Union  voted  to  make  this  an  annual  affair 
and  to  purchase  a  tent  for  this  special  purpose. 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  'Whitfield,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Huntsville  District,  preached  us  one  of  his  best  ser¬ 
mons  during  these  meetings ;  and  the  Rev.  R.  F.  Carter, 
presiding  elder  of  the  Tuscumbia  District  Colored  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  conducted  the  altar  work  on 
Monday  night,  July  17.  We  were  very  glad  to  have  these 
men  help  us  during  their  most  busy  times. 

The  officers  of  the  Alliance  are  as  follows:  J.  N.  Wal¬ 
lace,  president ;  S.  J.  Mashaw,  secretary ;  I.  W.  Magahee, 
treasurer;  A.  L.  James,  vice-president.  Program  Com¬ 
mittee:  A.  P.  Sumter,  chairman;  C.  M.  Howard,  A.  B. 
Thompson,  G.  W.  Eldridge.  Civic  Committee:  R.  F. 
Carterj  J.  W.  Whitfield,  A.  L.  James. 


World  Service  Advance  is  Planned 


Substantial  progress  in  World  Service  activity 
on  both  the  home  and  foreign  fields  is  forecast  for 
the  near  future  by  several  plans  which  are  rapidly 
being  pushed  forward.  They  are  wide  in  scope  and  have 
as  their  goal  not  only  increased  giving,  but  also  a  re¬ 
newed  missionary  fervor  throughout  the  25,000  churches 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  connection. 

One  important  phase  of  this  church-wide  forward 
movement  is  the  plan  promoted  jointly  by  the  Board  of 
Bishops,  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  Board  of  Home 
Missions  and  Church  Extension,  and  the  World  Service 
Commission  to  raise  one  million  dollars  in  addition  to  the 
present  World  Service  giving  of  the  church  before  the 
next  General  Conference,  meeting  in  Kansas  City  in  May, 
1928,  so  that  most  pressing  needs  of  our  World  Service 
program  may  be  met. 

Without  excitement,  yet  with  constantly  increasing 
interest,  the  plan,  called  for  by  the  dire  needs  of  our 


benevolences  on  the  home  and  foreign  field,  moves  steadily 
forward.  One  who  visualizes  the  kingdom  of  God  around 
the  world  in  terms  of  men,  women,  and  children  of  dif¬ 
ference  races  and  climes  redeemed  from  poverty,  igno¬ 
rance,  disease,  hunger,  suffering,  and  death,  might  easily 
have  been  thrilled  if  he  could  have  watched  the  earnest 
group  of  men  in  the  recent  session  planning  for  raising 
this  additional  million  dollars  for  World  Service. 

It  was  the  hottest  day  of  the  summer  in  Chicago — 
July  28 — when  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Co¬ 
operating  Administrative  Staff  on  the  authorization  of 
the  World  Service  Commission  to  conduct  the  work  of 
raising  the  extra  million  dollars  met  with  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Staff  and  toiled  from  early  morning  until  late 
at  liight  over  the  plans  for  the  promotion  of  the  cam¬ 
paign.  The  whole  city  sweltered  beneath  the  suffocating 
heat,  yet  so  engrossed  were  they  with  their  task  that  the 
stifling  temperature  was  scarcely  noticed. 
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Without  the  blare  of  trumpets  or  the  sounding  of 
drums,  the  story  of  the  need  is  to  be  told  to  the  churches 
by  the  various  boards  and  each  board  is  to  seek  to  raise 
a  definite  share  of  the  needed  funds.  The  assignments 
of  the  quotas  in  the  million-dollar  increase  were  fixed  by 
the  staff  as  follows: 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions  . $860,000 

Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  .  860,000 

Board  of  Education  .  170,000 

Board  of  Temperance,  Prohibition,  and  Public  Morals .  60,000 

Board  of  Hospitals,  Homes,  and  Deaconess  Work .  80,000 

Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief .  80,000 


The  determination  to  raise  the  additional  one  million 
dollars  for  World  Service  causes  is  not  the  result  of  an 
impulse,  but  stretches  back  many  months  into  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Board  of  Bishops  and  of  the  Boards  of  Home 
and  Foreign  Missions. 

It  was  the  prayer  months  ago  of  the  bishops  in  their 
semi-annual  session,  and  the  two  mission  boards  in  their 
annual  meetings,  that  this  might  not  be  simply  a  rund- 
raising  campaign.  Rather,  they  sought  that  it  should 
be  an  outpouring  of  gifts  as  the  spontaneous  result  of  a 
renewed  spirit  of  sacrifice  and  devotion  to  Christ  in  the 
church.  In  prayer  and  in  meditation  they  endorsed  it. 
When  the  Cleveland  meeting  was  held  to  consider  ways 
and  means  for  retrieving  lost  ground  and  to  renew  the 
steady  advance  of  previous  years  all  along  our  far-flung 
missionary  lines,  it  acclaimed  this  proposal  as  a  means 
of  great  benefit  to  the  whole  church.  The  conference 
expresses  itself  in  these  ringing  words: 

“We  endorse  and  pledge  our  full  co-operation  with  the  plan  of 
the  Administrative  Staff  and  Executive  Committee  of  the  World 
Service  Commission  to  raise  before  our  General  Conference  convenes 
in  May,  1928,  one  million  dollars  additional  to  the  present  giving. 
We  seek  to  find  1,000  charges  to  advance  an  average  of  $500;  to  find 
1,000  charges  to  advance  to  the  World  Service  askings;  to  find  500 
individuals  who  will  contribute  $1,000  each. 


We  recommend  to  the  World  Service  Commission,  soon  to  meet 
in  Chicago,  the  plan  of  dividing  one  million  dollars  in  quotas  to  the 
several  boards  of  benevolences,  and  urge  these  boards,  through  their 
field  force  and  individual  members,  to  make  a  concerted  effort  to 
reach  their  own  constituency  with  their  special  message;  and  when 
any  board  has  reached  its  full  quota,  it  shall  assist  the  boards  that 
have  not  yet  reached  their  quota,  that  we  may  have  a  general  advance 
in  the  benevolent  activities  of  our  church,  to  meet  the  urgent  needs 
now  apparent  all  over  the  world.” 

The  World  Service  Commission  meeting  in  June 
adopted  unanimously  the  report  of  its  Committee  on 
Special  Appeals,  which  provided  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  be  composed  of  one  member  from  each 
board  and  foy  the  assigning  to  each  board  of  its  quota, 
and  instructing  the  Administrative  Staff  to  proceed  under 
full  headway  with  the  program. 

That  this  plan  will  culminate  in  raising  the  full 
amount  is  indicated  by  preliminary  responses  where  the 
appeal  has  been  made.  One  pastor  reported  recently  a 
layman  ready  with  a  contribution  of  $1,000  to  the  cause, 
and  many  churches  register  their  determination  to  be 
among  those  to  make  a  gain  of  $500  in  their  World  Service 
giving  this  year. 

The  Administrative  Staff  believes  that  the  time  is  ripe 
for  an  advance  all  along  the  line  and  is  in  the  hope  that 
the  million-dollar  increase  will  not  only  afford  more 
money  for  the  present  needs  of  World  Service  enterprises, 
but  will  also  awaken  the  church  to  its  missionary  and 
philanthropic  obligations. 

The  committee  planned  that  the  regular  World  Serv¬ 
ice  field  cultivation  should  be  conducted  simultaneously 
with  the  solicitation  of  funds  for  the  million-dollar  in¬ 
crease. 

The  chief  emphasis,  the  committee  decided,  should  be 
upon  the  interests  of  the  general  World  Service  causes 
and  that  specially  designated  gifts  should  be  asked  for 
only  when  necessary. 


The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 

By  Miss  B.  M.  Vinet 


The  eighth  annual -meeting  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
was  held  at  Williams  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
New  Orleans,  La.,  June  17-19,  1927,  with  Mrs.  Amelia 
Turner,  president,  presiding.  The  communion  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  by  the  Rev.  H.  Daniels, 
district  superintendent  of  the  La  Teche  District.  The 
memorial  hour  was  in  memory  of  Mrs.  L.  Wood,  district 
president  of  Monroe  District. 

On  Thursday  evening  the  Queen  Esthers  of  La  Harpe 
Church  presented  “The  Challenge  of  the  Cross”  in  a  very 
impressive  manner. 

Friday  afternoon  the  Home  Guards  of  Williams 
Church  presented  “God’s  Garden  of  Juniors,”  and  the 
Queen  Esthers  of  Trinity  presented  “The  Triumph  of 
Faith.” 

Friday  evening  Mrs.  Turner  gave  her  annual  mes¬ 
sage.  She  has  labored  faithfully  for  the  success  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  in  Louisiana.  Miss 


Busk,  superintendent  of  Sager-Brown  Orphanage,  spoke 
of  the  work  that  was  being  done  at  the  refugee  camp  at 
Sager-Brown.  Miss  Pugh’s  message  was  brief  and  full 
of  thought.  It  was  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

The  sessions  of  Saturday  were  given  to  the  reports  of 
Conference  officers  and  the  election.  The  following  offi¬ 
cers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  Mrs.  Amelia 
Turner,  president;  Mrs.  Susie  Day,  first  vice-president; 
Mrs.  Lucy  Davis,  second  vice-president;  Miss  Blanche 
Vinet,  corresponding  secretary ;  Mrs.  M.  E.  David,  treas¬ 
urer;  Mrs.  Lorania  Eckley,  recording  secretary;  Mrs. 
Rosa  Davis,  secretary  of  young  people ;  Mrs.  Adele 
Greene,  secretary  of  junior  work;  Mrs.  R.  Moore,  sec¬ 
retary  of  evangelism;  Mrs.  Ida  Goins,  secretary  of  mis¬ 
sionary  education;  Mrs.  Mamie  James,  mite  box  secre¬ 
tary;  Mrs.  Agnes  Robinson,  contingent  treasurer. 

The  writer  gave  a  report  of  the  annual  meeting. 
Mrs.  Lucy  Davis,  district  president  of  the  Alexandria 
District,  was  absent  from  the  meeting  because  of  a  recent 
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death  in  her  family.  Upon-  her  request,  Miss  Pugh  of¬ 
fered  a  very  touching  prayer  and  the  members  of  the 
meeting  sang  “Am  I  a  Soldier  of  the  Cross?”  Mrs. 
James,  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  was  also  absent 
because  of  illness.  • 

Saturday  the  delegates  and  visitors  were  given  an 
auto  ride  through  the  city.  Upon  theiir  return  they  were 
tendered  a  banquet  at  the  church. 

Sunday  morning,  at  11  o’clock,  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Reeves, 
pastor  of  Peck  Memorial  Church,  preached  the  annual 
sermon  to  a  large  audience.  In  the  capacity  of  a  min¬ 
ister  who  is  willing  to  serve,  the  Rev.  Reeves  has  no  equal. 
The  closing  address,  “Woman’s  Part,”  by  Dean  R.  B. 
Hayes,  of  New  Orleans  University,  was  highly  appre¬ 
ciated.  Mrs.  Agnes  Robinson  was  elected  delegate  to  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  at  Baltimore, 
Md.,  October  12-19,  1927. 

The  reports  from  the  districts  were  as  follows:  Alex¬ 
andria  District — Cheneyville,  $2;  Shady  Grove,  $9.60; 
Newman,  $21.10;  Many  Ct.,  $1 ;  Boyce,  $6.80;  Matthew- 
ville,  $1 ;  Boonville,  $7. 

Baton  Rouge  District — St.  Mark,  $44.74;  Wesley, 
$14.36;  Melville,  $1.20;  Mt.  Carmel,  $1.10;  Neeley  and 


Wilson,  $12.30;  Port  Allen,  $11.56;  Mt.  Zion,  Clinton, 
$3 ;  Maringouin,  $1 ;  Prairieville,  $1. 

La  Teche  District — Sager-Brown  Orphanage,  $16; 
Camparapet,  $2 ;  Centerville,  $1 ;  Lutcher,  $1 ;  St. 
Peter,  $6. 

Lake  Charles  District — Warren  Chapel,  $22.70;  St. 
Paul,  Jeanerette,  $6;  Olivia,  $1. 

Monroe  District — Bonita,  $1;  Mt.  Nebo,  $1. 

New  Orleans  District — Thompson,  $18.89 ;  La  Harpe, 
$28.74;  Grace,  $10.73;  Trinity,  $83.37;  Wesley,  $46; 
Live  Oak,  $6.60;  Wesley,  Ray,  $7.16;  Vonds,  $6.60; 
Peck  Memorial,  $8.60;  People’s  Church,  $6.86;  Philip 
Memorial,  $2.66 ;  Williams  Church,  $3 ;  Hartzell,  96c. ; 
Peck  Home,  $8.36 ;  St.  Matthew,  $6 ;  Mt.  Zion,  $10.80 ; 
First  Street,  $8. 

Shreveport  District — Johnson  Chapel,  $20.99;  Dan¬ 
iels  and  Round  Grove,  $18.41 ;  Fairfield,  $6.95 ;  Thomas 
and  Mt.  Carmel,  $9.70;  Bonchest,  $4.20;  Fairview, 
$16.27;  Jewella  Ct.,  $5.07;  St.  James,  $36.96;  New 
Light,  $1 ;  Mansfield,  $6 ;  St.  Paul,  $27 ;  Grand  Bayou, 
$1 ;  Vanceville,  $8.09;  Hayes  Chapel,  $1;  Logan’s  Port, 
$2.  The  total  amount  raised  was  $568.47.  The  meeting 
adjourned  to  meet  in  Franklin,  June,  1928. 


Delegates  to  General  Conference,  1928 


SWITZERLAND 

Ministerial  —  Hans  Luthi,  district  superintendent ; 
Kasinostr.  24,  Zurich,  Switzerland. 

Alternate — Theodor  C.  Rodemeyer,  pastor;  rue  des 
Beaux  Arts  11,  Neuchatel.  ' 

^  — Ernst  Furrer,  Federal  Government,  superin¬ 

tendent  Division  of  Topography;  Schonbergweg  6,  Bern, 
Switzerland. 

Alternate — ^Alfred  Gfeller,  architect ;  Wiesengasse  6, 
Biel,  Switzerland. 

SOUTH  GERMANY 

Ministerial — Heinrich  Fellmann,  district  superintend¬ 
ent  ;  Ludwigstr.  8,  Crailsheim,  Wurttemberg.  Georg 
Rexroth,  superintendent  Methodist  Deaconess  Society; 
Sulzbacher  Str.  79,  Numberg,  Germany. 

Alternates — Theophil  Mann,  professor  Theological 
Seminary  Frankfurt  a.  Main;  Ginnheimer  Landstr.  180, 
Frankfurt  a.  M.  Richard  Wobith,  pastor;  Sophienstr. 
21c,  Stuttgart,  Germany. 

Lay — Eugen  A.  Barih,  business  man;  Lindenspurstr. 
15,  Stuttgart,  Germany.  Theophil  Notzold,  business 
man;  Erhardstr.  12,  Munchen  2,  Germany. 

Alternates — Oswald  Storch,  Federal  Government  of¬ 
ficial;  Hohenstaufenstr.  4,  Ludwigsburg,  Wurttemberg. 
G.  Spachmuller,  manufacturer;  Schwabach  bei  Numberg, 
Germany. 

NORTHEAST  GERMANY 

Ministerial  —  Heinrich  Schaedel,  superintendent  of 
Child  Welfare;  Klosterlausnitz,  Thuringia,  Germany. 

Alternate — Bernhard  Keip,  pastor;  Luisenstr.  41, 
Cottbus,  Germany. 

Lay — Johannes  Schmidt,  business  man;  Hauptstr. 
134,  Berlin-Schoneberg,  Germany. 


Alternate — Dr.  A.  Reusse,  president  of  High  School; 
Paedagogium,  Koslin,  Germany. 

NORTHWEST  GERMANY 

Ministerial — ^F.  H.  Otto  Melle,  president  of  Frank¬ 
furt  Theological  Seminary ;  Ginnheimer  Landstr.  180, 
Frankfurt  a.  M. 

Alternate — Heinrich  Ramke,  superintendent  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Deaconess  Society  Hamburg;  Martinistr.  41,  Ham¬ 
burg  20,  Germany. 

Lay — H.  Stehl,  Prussian  Government  official;  Bis- 
marckstr.  8,  Cassel,  Germany. 

Alternate — G.  Weller,  business  man ;  Doventorstr.  26, 
Bremen,  Germany. 

SOUTHWEST  GERMANY 

Ministerial — August  Rucker,  pastor ;  Dotzheimer  Str. 
61,  Wiesbaden,  Germany. 

Alternate — Karl  Jahnke,  pastor;  Karlstr.  49b,  Karls¬ 
ruhe  i.  B.,  Germany. 

Lay — Ernst  Gideon  Bek,  manufacturer;  Schwarz- 
waldstr.  7,  Pforzheim,  Baden,  Germany. 

Alternate — O.  Foucar,  city  mayor;  Friedrichsdorf  i. 
Taunus,  Germany. 

CENTRAL  GERMANY 

Ministerial — E.  Hermann  Zeuner,  pastor;  Schillerstr. 
3,  Gera-Reuss,  Germany. 

Alternate — Dr.  Emil  Luring,  professor  at  Frankfurt 
Theological  Seminary ;  Ginnheimer  Landstr.  180,  Frank¬ 
furt  a.  Main. 

Lay — Otto  Goricke,  manufacturer;  Kronprinzenstr. 
23,  Radebeul  bei  Dresden. 

Alternate — E.  Winkler,  business  man;  Weissenbom 
bei  Zwickau,  Sa.,  Germany. 
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y  School  Lesson 

IlTTEmiTATIOirjLL  SbBIU 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer  . 

_  Missionary  Interpretation 

rr>  a  it  T  T\  Lsssoir  toe  Suxdat,  Auoott  21,  1927 

5  PRO  M  ISE  TO  DAVID  "Jehovah  wHl  build  thet  a  houte” 

QUARTER.  LESSON  VIII.  AUGUST  21  (By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

David  was  anxious  concerning  the  tem- 
on.  17.  more  reasonable  reason,  and  it  Is  the  same  poralities  of  God’s  kingdom.  He  wanted  to 

#  1  G  Id  “  *****  given  by  Nathan  against  the  build-  build  Him  a  house  that  would  do  honor  to 

oi  1  unrimicies  s  ^2  Sam.  7.  9-18;  1  Chron.  the  God  of  Israel,  and  make  the  people  real- 

tne  sevenin  cna^  8-11),  Nathan  did  not  oppose  the  build-  \ze  more  Clearly  that  God  was  with  them. 

***?  **"*  **®  opposed  its  being  under-  God  was  trying  to  teach  David  that  the 

taken  at  that  time.  And  that  Is  where  he  permanence  and  strength  of  His  kingdom  did 
'a  ♦k  .n.#  differed  from  David.  not  depend  on  brick,  stone,  and  mortar.  He 

Nathan  did  not  think  the  work,  the  su-  told  him  that  He  would  build  a  more  endur- 
.  It  h  I  preme  task  for  which  God  had  chosen  David  jng  house,  and  that  the  seed  of  David  should 

irtaxe  u.  But  m-  — permanent  establishing  of  the  nation  rule  in  that  house  forever.  “Unless  God 

ous  to  wiuie  .jj  jjg  home — had  been  complete  (2  Sam.  build  the  house  they  labor  in  vain  who  build 

urages  the  under-  7.  g;  1  Chron.  17.  7).  Moreover,  Uavid’s  it.” 

!t  US  inquire,  nrs^  house  has  not  yet  been  established  as  the  The  permanence  of  Christian  work  in  a 

wanting  to  nuu  ,  royial  one:  what  if  the  dynasty  should  change  community  or  nation  does  not  depend  so 

itives  for  dlscour-  ^pon  death  as  happened  after  Saul,  and  much  on  the  temporalities  of  such  work  as 
as  had  been  the  rule  during  the  period  of  upon  the  depth  of  convicUon,  and  the  spirit 
uild.  Unlike  Saul,  the  judges.  God  will  help  him  to  complete  ©f  consecration,  which  is  experienced  by  its 
the  religious  as  the  establishment  of  the  nation;  and  God  supporters.  In  some  places  work  in  the  mis- 
of  his  people.  He  will  Himself  establish  David’s  house  after  gion  fields  is  embarrassed  from  overinvest- 
man  who  believed  David’s  death  (2  Sam.  7.  11,  12;  1  Chron,  17.  ment  in  the  material  equipment  and  a  lack 
een  won  only. with  10,  11).  Not  until  this  shall  have  happened  of  interest  either  on  the  field  or  at  the  home 
han  all  the  honors  will  the  proper  time  come  for  building  the  base  in  keeping  the  work  up.  Sometimes 
!r  honor  belonged  church  or  house  of  God  (2  Sam.  7.  18;  1  churches  are  built  with  a  thought  they  will 

B  honors  possible.  Chron.  17.  12).  Until  God  commands  it,  it  develop  interest  and  make  success  permanent, 

e  idol  of  his  peo-  is  presumption  for  David  to  undertake  it  Schools  and  churches  in  the  homeland  and 
y  which  he  had  with  the  possible  neglect  of  the  work  which  on  the  foreign  field  are  best  when  they  come 
sras  not  too  spirit-  he  had  been  chosen  to  do  (2  Sam.  7.  6,  6;  1  of  a  passion  for  the  more  spiritual  interests 

Jess  he  should  do  Chron.  17.  6,  7).  of  the  work,  and  are  purely  incidental  as  re- 

d  direct  the  peo-  That  is,  then,  Nathan  at  first  approved  of  lated  to  the  real  work  that  is  being  wrought 
had^  glorified  the  David’s  plan  to  build  (2  Sam.  7.  8;  1  Chron.  for  humanity.  We  may  admire  the  height 
loration  which  be-  17.  2) ;  but  after  a  more  prayerful  considera-  of  the  steeple,  or  other  architectural  phases, 

ven  to  himself:  as  tion  of  it  he  Was  persuaded  that  a  perma-  and  worship  the  structure  rather  than  the 

it  God  would  de-  nent  place  for  Goa’s  house  should  not  be  One  in  whose  honor  it  is  built.  It  was  im- 

established  until  the  permanency  of  the  na-  possible  for  David  to  build  the  house  with  the 

['rinity  Church  of  tional  home  and  of  the  royal  house  should  right  ideals;  he  had  been  too  much  absorbed 
lill^  Brooks  long  be  assured.  A  change  in  either  might  neces-  in  the  military  aspects  of  Kingdom  building. 


would  make  it  permanent  if  David  remained 
on  the  job  ateianed  him.  Surely  God  was 
speaking  through  Nathan. 

SAM  HOSTOX  COLLEGE. 
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Another  way  to  guard  against  a  hasy 
presentation  of  the  topic  of  fife  work  is  to 
delegate  some  members  of  your  League  to 
interview  representative  men  and  women  in 
different  professions  and  callings  in  your 
community  as  to  the  opportunities,  advan¬ 
tages,  and  drawbacks  of  their  particular  pro¬ 
fession.  The  results  of  these  interviews  in 
the  form,  of  two-minute  speeches  will  make 
your  meeting  a  live  one  if  everything  else 
fails. 

Third,  Read,  read,  read  I  Read  at  least 
some  of  the  books  in  your  library  on  voca¬ 
tional  guidance.  Doxsee,  “Getting  Into  Your 
Life  Work,”  is  a  good  one.  The  boards  of 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Lawrenceburg,  Term. — Sunday,  June  0,  was 
a  high  day  at  our  church  here.  We  raised 
for  the  day  $37.81  and  $2  for  World  Service. 
The  Rev.  S.  M.  Carmichael  is  the  efficient 
and  very  successful  pastor  on  this  charge. 
Three  new  subscribers  were  secured  for  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  The  work 
moves  on  in  fine  shape. — Reporter. 

Oarlandville,  Hits. — Garlandville  circuit 
has  taken  on  new  life.  We  are  planning  to 
build  a  new  stone  church  at  Baxter,  which 
will  be  called  N.ew  Pilgrim  Rest.  When 
this  building  is  erected  and  completed,  it 
will  be  the  high-noon  day  of  this  se^ion,  and 
lasting  monument  to  the  ccnning  ^neration. 
God  bless  these  good  people  of  this  section 
who  are  standing  so  loyally  by  us.  We  want 
this  building  completed  by  September  to  hold 
our  revival  meeting  in. — A.  D.  Wright,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

Luthys,  Md. — On  the  third  Sunday  in  June 
we  celebrated  Children’s  Day.  A  very  splen¬ 
did  and  interesting  program  weis  rendered  by 
the  Sunday  school.  Collection  was  taken  by 
two  young  girls.  Miss  Mints  V.  Johnson  and 
I  Miss  Sarah  Cornish;  raised  $14.17.  The  pro¬ 
gram  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Mose¬ 
ley  and  Mrs.  Martha  Jefferson,  and  music 
was  furnished  by  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Williams 
and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Moseley.  Our  church  work 
is  progressing  nicely,  and  we  ask  the  pray¬ 
ers  of  all  readers  of  the  Southwestern  that 
we  may  continue  to  be  faithful  to  the  cause 
of  Christ. — The  Rev.  W.  E.  Williams,  Pas¬ 
tor;  Mary  E.  Moseley,  Reporter. 

Tuscaloosa,  Ala. — We  have  just  closed  one 
of  the  greatest  revivals  in  the  history  of  the 
church.  The  meeting  was  well  attended  every 
night  and  twenty-eight  souls  were  happilv 
converted  and  $90  was  raised.  The  church 
is  revived  and  the  membership  increased. 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Jones,  evangelist,  of  Indianola, 
Miss.,  was  with  us  and  conducted  the  serv¬ 
ices.  Her  sermons  were  stirring  and  uplift¬ 
ing,  and  she  will  live  long  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people.  The  Rev.  F.  W.  Williams,  our 
pastor,  deserves  great  credit  for  the  won¬ 
derful  way  in  which  he  is  carrying  forward 
the  program  of  the  church  in  Tuscaloosa. 
The  church  has  been  finished  and  everyone 
is  loud  in  his  praise  of  its  beauty. — Robert 
Miller,  Reporter. 

Union  Church,  Miss. — On  June  26,  after 
the  11  o’clock  service  was  over,  a  storm  came 
to  Hickory  Block  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  led  by  Sister  Julia  Ann  Brooks,  Miss 
Lovenia  Earls,  and  a  host  of  friends  and 
placed  on  the  table  many  pounds  of  choice 
groceries.  On  Friday  night,  July  16,  another 
storm  struck  the  parsonam  about  9  P.  M., 
rising  in  the  Bill  Hill  Settlement.  Many 
pounds  of  choice  groceries,  a  box  of  chickens, 
and  a  cash  purse  were  left  for  the  pastor 
and  family.  The  storm  was  led  by  Sisters 
Emma  Bailey,  Lovenia  Windfleld,  Mr.  Ed. 
Bailey,  Bro.  Windfleld,  and  a  host  of  other 
friends.  May  God’s  blessings  be  upon  the 
good  people  of  Union  Church  circuit  for  their 
ikindness  to  us. — Maggie  Crump,  Reporter. 

Alexcmdria,  La. — The  Rev.  W.  L.  Dyas, 
pastor  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 


our  church  have  some  flne  pamphlets  on  this 
problem.  Get  in  touch  with  them.  Write  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Commission  on  Life 
Service,  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  for  a  series 
of  life-work  pamphlets.  Also  write  to  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  for  their  publica¬ 
tions.  Most  of  these  are  free  and  will  give 
you  valuable  information  on  many  fields  of 
work. 

Fourth,  THINK.  If  you  don’t,  the  rest 
won’t  be  likely  to.  Make  the  problem  stated 
in  the  topic  your  own  problem  if  it  isn’t 
already.  Then  THINK. — Epworth  League 
Quarterly. 


Church  of  this  city,  has  proven  to  be  the 
hero  of  the  hour.  He  is  the  modem  Gideon 
leading  the  host  to  victory.  For  three  weeks 
he  was  engaged  in  a  revival.  Hundreds  of 
people  attended  the  services — Methodist, 
Baptist,  Lutheran,  Catholic,  and  other  de¬ 
nominations.  The  Rev.  Bennett,  a  Baptist 
minister  of  Beaumont,  Texas,  stood  by  him 
and  aided  him  in  carrying  on  the  work.  The 
people  have  been  united  throughout  the  city 
as  never  before.  The  officials  of  the  city  came 
down  and  rendered  special  service,  installed 
additional  street  lights  around  his  church. 
We  feel  safe  under  his  leadership.  Alexan¬ 
dria  needs  more  such  men. — Ed.  Williams 
and  F.  D.  Foster,  Reporters. 

Dallas,  Texas — Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church:  Under  the  leadership  of  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Strait,  who  always  stands 
ready  to  put  over  the  job,  we  have  just  closed 
a  ten-days’  rally.  The  ministers  who  preached 
for  us  were:  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Deslandes  for 
the  stewards;  the  Rev.  R.  M.  Davis,  of  Fort 
Worth,  for  the  Epworth  League;  Thursday 
night  the  Rev.  Strait  preached  for  the  class 
leaders;  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Lucas  for  the  Ladies’ 
Aid;  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Rice  for  the  Sunday 
school;  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Wardley  preached  at 
3  P.  M.  July  3,  and  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Hardemon, 
district  superintendent,  preached  at  8.46 
P.  M.  They  all  laid  on  the  table  the  neat  sum 
of  $91.03.  The  Rev.  S.  E.  Jones  preached 
for  ten  nights  and  four  persons  joined  the 
church. — Mrs.  M.  A.  Adams,  Reporter. 

Lewuburg,  Tenn. — On  July  16  the  presi¬ 
dent,  in  persons  of  Miss  E.  J.  Liggett,  and 
vice-president,  Mrs.  Addie  Ray,  carried 
thirty  children  to  Farmington  for  an  outing. 
They  had  all  kinds  of  refreshments  to  seU. 
The  president  and  vice-president  made  it  a 
high  day  for  the  social-recreational  children. 
At  3  P.  M.  the  welcome  address  Was  given 
by  the  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Farmington,  Tenn.,  Rev.  G.  B. 
Clegette.  The  program  was  rendered  by  the 
social-recreational  band  and  was  enjoyed  by 
all.  Children  from  three  to  eighteen  years 
old  played  well  their  parts.  We  were  favored 
with  a  talk  bv  Mrs.  R.  A.  Dowell,  the  home 
economic  worker.  We  were  very  successful 
with  our  picnic.  The  amount  raised  was 
$19.66,  of  which  we  gave  the  pastor  $9,  in 
the  person  of  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Hudscm.  He 
appreciated  the  same  very  much. — Lillie  H. 
Smith,  Reporter. 

Simps onville,  Md. — Children’s  Day  was  held 
at  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on 
June  12,  at  Locust  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  June  19.  A  program  was  rendered 
by  the  Sunday  school  at  8  P.  M.  entitled 
“Hall  the  Happy  Children’s  Day.”  A  large 
crowd  attended.  Exercises  were  held  at 
Hopkins  Chapel  on  June  26.  All  of  the 
mentioned  churches  are  on  the  same  charge. 
The  Rev.  R.  D.  Jennings  is  pastor.  On  July 
3  the  Sunday  schools  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  were  invited  to  attend  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  D^  exercises  at  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  Guilford,  Md.  The  Rev.  Charles 
Jackson  is  pastor,  July  10  union  class  was 
held  at  Locust  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  11  A.  M.  Class  leaders  from  Hopkins  were 
Mrs.  Mary  Williams,  Mr.  Jesse  Wise,  and  Mr. 
Theo.  Jackson;  from  Locust,  Messrs.  David 
T.  Johnson  and  Lewis  Kelly,  Sr.  A  rally 
was  held  at  Hopkins  Church  July  17,  and  one 
will  be  held  at  Locust  Church  August  14,  both 


for  the  benefit  of  repairs  on  the  churches. — 
Henrietta  Boardley,  Reporter. 

North  Vernon,  Ind. — ^The  Second  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  under  the  writer’s 
direction,  is  now  a  seven-day-a-week  church. 
Aid  No.  1  meets  on  Monday;  Girls*  Club,  un¬ 
der  Mrs.  Thompson’s  direction,  meets  on 
Tuesday;  mid-week  service,  Wednesday 
night;  Boys’  Club,  including  a  baseball  team, 
meets  Thursday  night;  Woman’s  Hom^  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Societies  meet  on  Friday. 
Sunday  we  have  Sunday  school  at  9.80  A.  M.; 
preaching  at  11  o’clock  and  8  P.  M.;  Ep¬ 
worth  League  at  6.80  P.  M.  This  is  a  rural 
Methodist  church,  and  they  come  a  distance 
of  twenty-five  mUes  on  Sunday  and  special 
occasions.  Miss  Louise  Thompson,  dau^ter 
of  the  pastor,  a  graduate  of  Rayan  High 
School  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  pianist  and  pipe 
organist,  plays  for  the  church  and  we  have  an 
excellent  choir.  North  Vernon  is  a  town  of 
4,000  people,  with  a  colored  population  of 
200,  but  thanks  for  knowing  how  to  get  the 
farmers  in.  Ninety  trains  per  day  make 
North  Vernon  a  very  important  village.  We 
do  not  wait  for  revivals;  we  work  for  souls 
all  the  time.  Eight  adults  have  joined  this 
Conference  year,  and  four  babies  have  been 
baptized. — Dr.  J.  L.  Thompson,  Pastor. 

Evergreen,  Ala.— The  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  Jones 
was  with  us  for  five  days  conducting  a  vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  school,  which  resulted  in  great 
good  at  this  point.  We  were  glad  to  have 
our  pastor  extend  to  him  the  invitation  which 
he  readily  accepted.  At  first  we  did  not 
realise  just  what  the  school  would  mean  to 
us,  but  during  the  first  d^s  of  its  opening 
we  could  see  the  effects.  It  was  one  of  the 
finest  projects  ever  put  over  here.  Dr.  Jones 
is  a  God-sent  blessing  to  this  people.  Upon 
his  arrival  he  was  accorded  a  cordial  wel¬ 
come  by  our  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev.  F.  E. 
Dawking,  who  is  very  painstaking  in  his  way, 
and  Sunday,  July  10,  Dr.  Jones  preached  a 
soul-stirring  sermon  to  a  large  crowd.  He 
used  for  bis  text,  “The  people  bad  a  mind  to 
work.”  Sunday  night  he  preached  on  “The 
Need  of  Religious  Education.  On  Monday, 
July  11,  he  opened,  scjioo}.  with  4**.  enrollment 
of  thirty-nine,  which  increased  to  fifty-one  on 
the  third  day.  Bible  stories  were  told  to  the 
children  and  new  song^  were  learned.  Mrs. 
Rose  L.  Matthews,  Beatrice  Booker,  and  Cleo 
Dickinson  render^  verv  efficient  service  in 
helping  to  make  the  school  a  success.  The 
pa^or  rendered  efficient  service  also.— C.  S. 
Simpson,  Reporter. 

Brandywine,  Md. — ^The  program  of  the 
Brandywine  charge  has  been  quite  full  thus 
far  tl^  Conference  year,  induding  as  its 
special  features:  Eader  occasion — observed 
by  delivery  of  a  special  sermon  by  the  pastor. 
Rev.  C.  H.  Toulson,  at  11  A.  M.,  in  Gibbons 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  at  8  P.  M.  In 
Asbury  Methodist  Epsicopal  Church,  Sunday, 
April  17;  Mothers’  Day — observed  with  ap¬ 
propriate  exercises  at  Zion  Wesley,  Asbury, 
and  Gibbons  Churches  on  Sunday,  May  8, 
at  11  A.  M.,  8  and  6  P.  M.,  respectively; 
Children’s  Day — celebrated  at  Gibbons,  11 
A.  M.,  Sunday,  June  12;  at  Asbury,  at  8  P.  M. 
on  the  same  date,  and  at  Zion  Wesley  at 
4  P.  M.  on  the  following  Sunday;  a  “Pink 
Tea” — at  Gibbons,  June  20,  by  the  Junior 
League  of  the  said  church;  Local  Preachers’ 
Day — at  Gibbons,  Sunday,  June  26,  with  an 
interesting  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Paul  Hamil¬ 
ton,  of  St.  Mary’s  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Oroom,  Md.,  at  11  A.  M.,  and  an¬ 
other,  by  the  Rev.  James  A.  Frederick,  of 
John  Stewart  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Washington,  D.  C.,  at  8  P.  M.;  Inde¬ 
pendence  Day  picnic — on  the  parsonage 
grounds  by  the  Ladies’  Aid  of  Gibbons 
Church;  the  second  Quarterly  Conference — 
at  Gibbons,  11  A.  M.,  Saturday,  J^y  9,  with 
the  Rev.  R.  F.  Coates,  district  superintendent, 
presiding;  at  which  also  the  officials  of  the 
charge  were  well  represented  and  the  reports 
in  the  main  good;  quarterly  meeting  services 
— with  a  soul-stirring  sermon  at  Gibbons 
Church,  Sunday,  July  10,  11  A.  M.,  by  the 
Rev.  Clinton  Sanford,  of  Mt.  Vernon  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Ivy  City,  D.  C.,  and 
also  with  a  wonderful  sermon  at  8  P.  M.  on 
the  same  date  at  Asbury  Church  by  the 
district  superintendent,  from  the  text  as 
found  in  2  Kings  6.  17.  The  combined  offer- 
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tngi  amounted  to  $186. — Mrs.  M.  S.  Tonlson, 
Reporter. 

WktdiUld,  Florida— HuntsYllle  MeUiodlst 
Episcopal  Church:  This  church  is  located 


No.  2,  Just  ten  minutes  from  Lake  City  on 
the  train  or  boa.  The  village  post  ofBce  is 
in  Winfield,  Fla.,  No.  5  precinct  There  are 
1,280  color^  people  living  in  this  section,  all 
farmers.  Tills  is  the  third  year  for  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  the  Rev.  J  .N.  Norwood.  Since 
his  stay  here  he,  with  our  help,  has  led  us 
into  a  stone  hullding  that  will  seat  800  peo¬ 
ple.  This  building,  when  completed,  will  be 
worth  $8,000.  We  have  not  yet  received  one 
penny  from  the  Church  Home  Extension,  and 
we  owe  only  $760,  and  we  are  arran^g  to 
make  up  that  amount  in  this  way:  We  have 
ten  classes,  and  each  class  is  assessed  $76 
to  pay  the  same.  When  this  building  was 
contemplated  we  had  no  money  at  all,  but 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Norwood,  being 
a  man  of  business  influence,  ordered  the  ma¬ 
terial  which  was  placed  on  the  ground  before 
a  penny  was  paid.  Next  in  order  was  the 
foundation  and  the  laying  of  the  stones.  At 
this  time  a  mason  would  not  consider  less 
than  10  and  upwards  per  day,  so  you  can  see 
that  we  had  no  money  and  no  bricklayers. 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

ROME  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Bouik*— Austell,  September  8,  4; 


So  the  pastor  with  his  loyal  men  and  women  ton  circuit  is  now  rallying  with  some  of  the 
went  to  the  ^t;  the  women  carried  mud  and  larger  churches  of  the  district,  and  we  intend 
biocks  and  the  pastor  laid  them  (each  block  to  remain  the  front  rank. — Jack  Hadnot,  Re- 
weighed  forty  pounds)  until  they  were  so  porter. 

high  that  a  brick  mechanic  said  he  would  KENOLIA,  MiSS. 

complete  Ibe  brick  work  for  $80,  so  we  let  Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
him  hit  the  bat.  We  are  now  praising  the  at  Wesiey  Chapel  May  28,  the  Rev.  O.  W. 
Lord  in  this  building,  and  are  not  ashamed  Coleman,  district  superintendent,  presiding, 
lo  praise  God  in  His  holy  temple.  Now  it  xhe  Conference  was  well  attendecL  and  ea^ 
is  our  aim  to  dedicate  this  church  some  time  officer  made  an  excellent  report.  The  super- 
this  year,  the  Lord  being  willing,  and  if  we  intendent  was  well  pleased  with  the  progress 
can  get  some  assistance  from  our  friends  made  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
and  the  public.  If  this  is  done  ibis  year  we  Crisler.  Paid  the  superintendent  in  full, 
will  ask  the  bishop  to  come  and  view  the  $12.80;  paid  pastor,  $87.68;  World  Service, 
land  of  flowers  and  be  at  this  occasion.  The  gjoO;  assistant  pastor,  $8.88;  grand  total  this 
State  Convention  of  The  Woman’s  Home  quarter,  $178.88.  The  superintendent 

Missionary  Society  and  Church  Extension  is  preached  a  soui-stirring  sermon  tMt  night  at 
to  be  held  at  this  church  some  time  in  Sep-  pleasant  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
tember,  for  which  we  are  preparing.  We  — phe  Rev.  A.  Jones,  Reporter, 
could  not  close  without  mentioning  some  of 

our  friends’  names  that  helped  us  through  LAMBERT,  MISS, 

this  person  of  Mr.  R  H.  Bel-  Lambert  and  Crowder  charge:  We  were 

vin,  Winflel^  ™®>^chant;  Mr.  D.  J.  j,iad  to  have  with  us  on  our  second  quarter 

Jones,  Lake  City,  Fla.,  merchMt  and  under-  ^  McCoy  to  hold  the  Quarterly  Con- 

taker;  Mewrs.  Marsh  Bros.  (whitO,  naval  on  the  Lambert  charge.  The  district 

store  merchants,  Suwanee  VaUey,  Fla.,  and  superintendent.  Rev.  Butler,  was  ill  at  the 
others.  Let  us  take  up  the  cross  until  we  time,  which  we  regretted  very  much.  We 
the  crown  obtain  and  gladly  reckon  all  things  had  a  successful  meeting  on  July  10  at  Lam- 
lost  so  we  may  Jesus  gain. — J.  S.  Lake,  Re-  bert  and  Crowder.  Two  strong  sermons  were 
porter.  delivered  by  Dr.  McCoy.  We  will  never 

forget  them.  We  are  praying  earnestly  for 
Dr.  Butler’s  recovery. — The  Rev.  J.  H.  Her- 
.  «  «  .  ron.  Pastor. 

\  ^.I.|  —  MARION,  N.  C. 

LI  V  1  Addie’s  Chapel:  June  24-26  our  beloved 

district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  N.  J.  Pass, 
roll  of  officers  was  called  and  a  good  many  was  with  us  to  hold  the  third  Quarterly  Con- 


answered  the  call  with  $1,  as  usual.  Reports  ference.  On  Friday  night  the  business  ses- 
frcnn  the  leaders  and  different  departments  sion  was  held  and  all  leaders  made  reports, 
showed  some  progress  along  all  lines.  Not-  Every  department  of  the  church  is  moving 
withstanding  the  distressing  times,  the  Pleas-  along  smootUy.  The  Rev.  Pass  preached  a 
ant  Valley  and  Arkadelphia  Church  is  de-  splendid  sermon  Sunday  night.  Paid  him  in 


Fourth  lCot»iid--AurteU,  septemoer  o,  v,  withstanding  the  distressing  times,  the  Pleas-  along  smoothly.  The  Rev.  Pass  preached  a 
DouglasviUe,  10»  H i  ^ ’  ant  Valley  and  Arkadelphia  Church  is  de-  splendid  sermon  Sunday  night.  Paid  him  in 

Cohutta,  24,  M;  P^metto,  Ortober  1,  2;  vm  jermined  to  stand  by  the  program  and  see  full,  $30;  also  paid  the  pastor,  $92.  Raised 
Rica,  8,  9;  Cedartoira,  1^16;  ^rterr^,  over.  Sunday  was  a  great  for  the  day,  $121. — Mrs.  Idella  C.  Ervin,  Re- 


"r. - ;.V  —  1-  r  c  max  ix  is  pux  over,  ouuuav  wbo  a 

29,  80;  CarroUton,  Nove^CT  8,  6;  ^uth  ^  Arkadelphia.  The  superintendent 

Rome,  preached  a  strong  sermon  at  11.80  A.  M. 

Summerville,  19,  20;  Adairsville,  M,  27,  Br^  Butler  is  a  great  man  and  a  great 

men,  December  8,  4;  Franklin,  8,  a.— n.  pr^acber.  We  are  always  glad  to  hear  him. 


day  at  Arkadelphia.  The  superintendent  porter. 

preached  a  strong  sermon  at  11.80  A.  M.  REDDICK,  FLA. 

Dr.  Butler  is  a  great  man  and  a  great  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 


Jackson,  Dist.  Supt.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  our  loya 

o  *  TV  *  Tuxi  A  XI  TXTa'TBTf^r  faithful  pastor,  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Washing 

savannah  DISTRICl  knows  no  failure.  Total  amouni 

Fourth  Bound — Woodbine,  August  6,  7;  during  the  Conference,  $38.88. — Re 

White  Oak,  18,  14;  Vldalia,  20,  21;  Bi^s-  porter. 

wick  circuit,  27,  28;  Brunswick,  Gra^  JASPER,  TEXAS 

temher  11,  12;  Arco  Mission  H  (8  •  0»  mu-  Quarterlv  Conference  of  th( 


Dr.  Butler  is  a  great  man  ana  a  greax  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 

preacher.  We  are  always  glad  to  hear  him.  Qcala  District,  at  Reddick  charge,  was  held 
Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  our  loyal  j2^  urith  the  district  superintendent, 

and  faithful  pastor,  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Washing-  p.  j.  Welch,  presiding.  After  the  de¬ 

ton,  who  knows  no  failure.  T<^1  amount  votionsd  service  was  over  the  Conference  was . 


votionEU  service  was  over  xne  i^nierence  wus^k 
opened  for  business.  The  roll  of  officers  was^K 
called  and  many  answered  present.  The  en-^^ 
tire  Conference  officers  had  written  reports. 


wick  circuit,  27,  28;  BruMWic^  ura^  aw-  JASPER,  TEXAS  tire  Conference  officers  had  written  reports, 

temher  11,  12;  Arco  Mission  ^  xhe  third  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  On  Simday,  due  to  the  rain,  the  audience  was 

Jesup,  17,  18;  Palen  Md  Speexwei^  *  Newton  and  Jasper  circuit  was  held  at  Neely  not  as  large  as  usual,  but  the  district  super- 

Haven  Home,  28  (8  P-  M.)  ;  W  yn  ,  Qj,Qyg  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  18,  intendent  preached  an  able  sermon.  The  col- 

October  1,  2;  Ba^y,  7,  8;  Rwas^e,  ,  .  Gilder,  district  superin-  lection  tor  the  morning  service  was  $18.90. 

Mt.  Vernon,  ^  IW;  Hagan,  OT,  80;  ry,  tendent,  in  the  chair.  The  Conference  opened  In  the  afternoon  the  Rev.  Welch  left  for 

Novembw  1^18;  Mt^ion,  l^io.  with  prayer  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  W.  L.  Sonier.  Orange  Lake,  where  he  held  his  second  quar- 

Dear  Brrthren:  This  is  the  ®  At  the  conclusion  of  the  devotional  service  ter  there. — The  Rev.  G.  M.  Hearst,  Pastor; 

Do  not  let  the  rest  of  our  claims  die  •  Conference  went  into  the  business  ses-  K.  L.  Simmons,  Reporter. 

If  you  fan  they  do  M^e  a  safe  Ut  Md  tatqo 

bring  them  all  in  by  Annu^^nfer««.  handled  by  the  district  superintendent.  We  SHUQUALAK,  MISS. 

You  must  not  fall.  Som  s^hiS:  are  also  glad  to  say  at  this  time  that  we  are  On  July  16  our  third  Quarterly  Confer- 

ice,  Clark  I^verslte,  Conference  Qaimants,  m^ying  {Qong  nicely  under  the  leadersMp  of  ence  was  held  with  the  Rev.  J .  H.  Tolbert, 

Episcopal  5*“*™  COTference  ex-  the  Rev.  Sonier.  We  district  superintendent,  in  the  chair.  Despite 

pense. — S.  D.  Bankston,  Dist.  supt.  raised  $60  and  were  able  to  pay  our  district  the  rain,  we  hod  a  good  Conference.  Dr. 

superintendent  in  full,  $88,  for  the  quarter  Tolbert  is  a  careful  leader  and  looked  after 

ending,  and  we  have  already  bou^t  our  every  Interest  of  the  church.  On  Sunday 

VyUIllClCllLCb  paint  for  the  church.  At  11  A.  M.  the  su-  he  was  at  his  best  and  preached  two  great 

pwvuTAT  UPRINGS  MISS  perintendent  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  sermons  which  were  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

,  r.  I  1.  M  to  the.  delight  of  all  present.  ThS»  closed  May  he  live  long  to  preach  the  gospel.- 

Our  third  another  successful  quarter.  Jasper  and  New-  W.  C.  Hilliard,  Pastor. 

July  16,  17,  with  the  district  superintendent  ^ 

in  the  chair.  The  quarter  was  held  at  Mt 
Salem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  the 

patched  the  business  with  much  ease.  Rpnnrts  of  Distrint  Conferences 


Episcopal  Fund,  General  Conference 
pense. — S.  D.  Bankston,  Dist.  Supt. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MISS. 


Satcned  tne  business  wixn  mucn  ease,  ouu-  ■■  ji  ■  ^  I 

ay  was  a  high  day.  Dr.  Coleman  preached  v'*-' 

a  wonderful  sermon  at  11  A.  M.  and  admin-  wwMvrw'P'nQVTT  r  w 

istered  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  at  night  the  BENNETTOyiLLE 

pastor.  Rev.  J.  H.  Easter,  had  the  superin-  The  Bennettsville  Dls 
tendent  to  come  to  White  Oak,  where  he  Sunday-School  Institute, 


Reports  of  District  Conferences 


ports  of  the  district  superintendent  and  pas- 


^ister,  Re%.  L  H.  bK  t^J^rtm  The  Bennettsville  District  ^  Conferenc^  tors  show^  t^t  g^d  work  along  aU  lines 
tendent  to  come  to  White  Oak,  where  he  Sunday-School  Institute,  and  Epworth  wscompltehed.  ,  . 

preached  another  wonderful  sermon.  Paid  League  Convention  wus  held  on  the  Hamer  The  following  ministers  preached:  the 
superintendent,  $18.28;  total  raised  during  charge.  New  HoUy  Methodist  Episcopal  Revs.  D.  M.  Morrison,  H.  J.  Kirk,  A.  Mack, 


superintendenty  $15.25;  total  raised  daring 
the  Conference,  $28.88;  total  raised  for  the 
quarter,  $74.62.— The  Rev.  J.  H.  Easter,  Pas¬ 
tor;  Dora  Finley,  Reporter. 

COAHOMA,  MISS. 


Church,  July  20-24,  1927 


D.  F.  Tilman,  G.  W.  Cooper,  W.  S.  Thomp- 


Dr.  W.  S.  Thompson,  the  district  super-  K.  D.  Hough,  ^d  J.  D.  WWttalrer. 

intendent,  opened  the  Conference  with  an  Their  message  revealed  thought,  were  d^ 
evangelistic  service.  The  addresses,  prayers,  with  eloquence,  and  wer®  aHv®  wit 

and  songs  struck  the  keynote,  and  we  r^is^  ^**®  papers  and  discussions  we 


The  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  immediately  that  we  were  upon  a  mount  of 

_  w  .  .  «  ...  •  .  nrm.  _  _ s_sa. _ 1  _  IT.  _l  •«( 


Coahoma,  Jonestown,  and  Lula  circuit  was  privilege.  The  spiritual  tide  ran  Wgb 
held  at  the  Arkad^bla  Church,  June  28,  26,  throughout  the  Conference.  Dr.  N.  T. 
with  the  Rev.  C  W.  Butler,  district  super-  Bowen,  Jr.,  was  elected  secretary;  the  Rev. 
intendent,  presiding.  The  business  was  dis-  D.  B.  Thomas,  treasurer;  r^rters  for  the 
patched  with  great  care.  Mrs.  M.  A.  I*  Hunt  papers  were:  the  Rev.  8.  A.  Funebes,  Watch- 
was  eleebd  secretary.  After  some  strong  and  man  and  Defender,  and  the  Rev.  A.  Mack, 
interestinf  remarks  by  the  superintendent,  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  The  re- 


privilcj 

throng 


The  spiritual  tide  ran  Mgh 


lut  the  Conference. 


1  Wgh  Prof.  E.  J.  Sawyer,  president  of  the  Sun- 
N.  T.  day-SChool  Institute,  presided  with  dignity 
le  Rev.  and  gave  us  the  ben^t  of  bis  ripe  experience 
for  the  in  all  the  matters  that  came  before  the  in- 
Wateb-  stltute.  ( 

,  Mack,  Mr.  C.  M.  Greene,  president  of  the  District 


tary.  After  some  strong  and  man  and  Defender,  and  the  Rev.  A.  Mack,  Mr.  C.  M.  Greene,  president  of  the  District 
ks  by  the  superintendent,  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  The  re-  Epworth  League,  made  a  good  Impression 
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August  11,  1927  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


and  won  manv  hearts  in  the  brotherly  way 
he  handled  the  business  of  the  l^worth 
Leame. 

The  Rev.  T.  J.  Curry  and  his  good  people 
are  to  be  praised  for  the  way  they  cared 
for  us  while  we  tabernacled  among  them; 
also  the  pastors  and  members  of  the  Little 
Rock,  Clio  and  Dunbar,  Tatum  and  McColl, 
Dillon,  and  New  Zion  charges,  who  vied  in 
giving  us  their  choice  foods. 

Election  year  brought  all  of  the  district 
superintendents  of  Ibe  Conference  except  two, 
and  a  large  number  of  pastors  and  hiymen 
from  the  other  districts;  also  the  Rev.  E.  C. 
McLeod  and  his  wife,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  were 
with  us. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Thompson,  who  stands  for  a 
square  deal  for  {dl  men,  has  achieved  a  great 
victory  on  the  Bennettsville  District,  and  will 
long  be  remembered.— A  Mack,  Reporter. 

GULF 

The  Gulf  District  Conference,  Sunday- 
school,  and  Epworth  League  convention  met 
with  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Bradenton,  Fla.,  July  20-24;  Dr.  J. 
S.  Todd,  D.D.,  district  superintendent;  the 
Rev.  W.  P.  Pickens,  pastor. 

Organization — The  Rev.  A.  L.  Jackson,  sec¬ 
retary;  the  Rev.  A.  W.  Williams,  treasurer; 
the  Rev.  W.  F.  Wooten,  assistant  treasurer; 
Miss  Walton  Young,  organist;  Miss  Berneta 
Borders  and  Miss  HaUie  Davis,  assistant  or¬ 
ganists;  G.  D.  Rogers,  reporter;  Misss  Louise 
E.  Rogers,  official  stenonapher.  The  opening 
was  marked  with  the  largest  attendance  in 
the  history  of  the  Conference.  The  love  feast 
and  holy  sacrament  was  administered  by  the 
superintendent.  A  number  of  visitors  were 
introduce,  after  which  the  first  day  morning 
session  was  closed  and  the  convention  re¬ 
paired  to  the  basement  of  the  church,  where 
the  local  committee  conducted  a  cafeteria 
and  the  entire  delegation  took  meals  during 
the  five  days.  The  afternoon  session  was 
given  over  to  the  Sunday  school  and  Epworth 
League  for  institute  work.  This  work  was 
carried  out  by  Dr.  S.  P.  Rutledge,  Dr.  W.  S. 
Stephens,  and  Dr.  I.  C.  Stephens,  pastor  of 
the  Methodist 'Episcopal  Church,  South.  This 
was  a  new  feature  added  to  the  convention 
and  proved  to  be  an  essential  one.  Wednes¬ 
day  night  the  reception  was  featured  with 
welcome  addresses  delivered  by  the  Hon. 
W.  A.  Manning,  secretary  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  representing  the  Hon.  Mayor 
George  B.  Wallace,  who  was  introduced  by 
G.  D.  Rogers.  The  Revs.  D.  C.  Green,  S.  J. 
Johnson,  T.  E.  DeBose,  and  Miss  Mammie 
Williams  made  welcome  addresses  on  behalf 
of  Gethsemane  Baptist  Church,  Ward’s  Tem¬ 
ple  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  St. 
Stephens  African  M^hodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  St.  Paul  Baptist  Church,  respec¬ 
tively,  and  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Lee,  on  behalf  of 
the  local  church.  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lyles  with  her 
Community  Chorus  rendered  splendid  music 
for  the  evening.  Miss  Sallie  Mae  Hamilton, 
of  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  sang  a  beautiful  solo. 
Many  noteworthy  papers  and  addresses  were 
read  by  the  delegates. 

_  The  district,  in  spite  of  the  seemingly  finan¬ 
cial  depression,  made  a  splendid  showing  in 
World  Service  giving  and  numerical  increase. 
The  business  session  closed  Saturday  at  noon 
and  the  afternoon  was  spent  in  recreation, 
conducted  by  Mrs.  Mary  Todd  McKenzie,  of 
the  faculty  of  Bethune-Cookman  College,  and 
Mrs.  Dr.  W.  S.  Stephens,  of  St.  Petersburg, 
Fla.  These  ladies  put  over  a  splen^d  recre¬ 
ational  program;  both  old  and  young  took 
part  and  enjoyed  it  immensely.  The  Sunday 
school  was  great  on  Sunday,  conducted  by 
the  local  superintendent,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Lee, 
using  teachers  from  the  different  charges. 
Dr.  Todd,  the  district  superintendent,  was 
masterful  in  the  sermon  at  11  A.  M.  It  was 
generally  agreed  that  the  church  would  not 
make  a  mistake  in  electing  this  great  man 
to  the  office  of  bishop,  which  is  possible  in 
the  next  General  Conference.  Dr.  W.  O. 
Bartley,  of  Bowman,  In  Tampa  (the  "Black 
Billy  Sunday”),  preached  one  of  the  greatest 
sermons  of  nls  life,  to  a  house  packed  from 
the  pulpit  to  the  door,  at  8  o’clock.  Dr.  S.  P. 
Rutledge,  our  pastor  at  Orlando,  ascended 
the  rostrum  at  8.80  P.  M.,  and  coincidentally 
just  about  the  mot  where  he  first  confessed 
saving  faith  in  Christ  and  where  be  was  first 


examined  for  exhorter’s  and  local  preacher’s 
licence;  he  preached  the  closing  sermon  of 
the  Conference,  to  the  delight  of  every  hearer. 
Orlando  was  unanimously  elected  the  seat  of 
the  next  convention.  The  convention  tendered 
Dr.  Pickens  and  his  congregation,  together 
with  the  good  pCople  of  Bradenton,  a  vote 
of  thanks,  affirming  this  to  be  a  friendly 
people  in  the  ‘friendly  City.” — G.  D.  Rogers, 
Reporter. 

GULFSIDE 

The  Gulfside  District  Conference  convened 
in  Summerville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
July  2(V-24i,  1927,  at  Escatawpa,  Miss.,  with 
the  Rev.  B.  A.  Wilson,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  presiding.  The  devotions  were  conducted 
and  the  sacrament  administered  by  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  assisted  by  the  Revs. 
P.  H.  Rembert  and  J.  M.  Shumpert.  Nearly 
all  of  the  pastors,  local  preachers,  exhorters, 
and  members  of  the  various  auxiliaries  of  the 
church  were  present. 

Organization;  The  Conference  was  organ¬ 
ized  by  electing  the  following  officers:  the 
Revs.  S.  G.  Roberts,  secretary — assistants, 
A.  W.  Wilks  and  J.  B.  Campbell;  the  Rev. 
J.  J.  Ford,  statistician — the  Revs.  James 
Gaddis  and  G.  A.  Britton,  assistants.  The 
Rev.  J.  B.  Campbell  was  elected  as  reporter 
to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate. 
Prof.  R.  H.  McAllister,  business  manager 
of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate,  was 
present  and  was  introduced  by  the  president, 
and  made  a  touching  address  concerning  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  The  roll 
was  called  and  a  goodly  number  of  subscrip¬ 
tions  were  reported  the  first  day  of  the  Con¬ 
ference.  Prof.  McAllister  was  compelled  to 
leave  to  visit  the  other  District  Conferences 
in  session,  and  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Lathan  was 
elected  to  represent  the  paper  during  the 
Conference. 

Welcome  Addresses:  Judge  M.  E.  Hulburt, 
in  behalf  of  Escatawpa;  response,  the  Rev. 
J.  M.  Shumpert;  Miss  Annie  Stanley,  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  surrounding  churches;  response 
by  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Holland. 

Paper  read  by  Miss  Mayola  Brewer,  giving 
a  short  history  of  Methodism.  The  deliver¬ 
ance  was  so  excellent  that  Miss  Brewer  was 
rewarded  with  a  showCr  of  silver.  The  Revs. 
P.  H.  Rembert  and  J.  J.  Ford  were  elected 
as  Conference  stewards. 

Introductions;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  F. 
Shaw,  president  of  Haven  Teachers  College; 
Dr.  M.  T.  J;  Howard,  extension  secretary  of 
the  Home  Mission  and  Church  Extension; 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Phillips,  Social  Service  and  Com¬ 
munity  worker  of  Gulfport,  Miss.;  the  Rev. 
W.  B.  Faddis,  pastor  of  the  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Zion  Church  of  Moss  Point, 
Miss.;  ]^ss  F.  E.  Gaither,  deaconess  of  the 
New  Orleans  Area;  Drs.  E.  M.  Jones,  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Re¬ 
lief;  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  pastor  of  Central  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Jackson,  Miss.;  W. 
L.  Marshall,  pastor  at  Bolton,  Miss.;  D.  L. 
Morgan,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Meridian  District;  the  Revs.  G.  W.  Williams, 
pastor  of  Haven  Chapel,  Meridian,  Miss.;  G. 
W.  Hawkins,  pastor  at  Ellisville,  Miss.  Each 
of  the  above  speakers  made  excellent 
speeches  concerning  their  plans  and  interest 
which  won  great  applause  from  the  Confer¬ 
ence.  Master  Charlie  Underwood,  of  Esca¬ 
tawpa,  Miss.,  rendered  a  solo;  it  was  so  pa¬ 
thetic  as  to  move  the  audience  to  tears.  Col¬ 
lections  raised  during  the  Conference  were 
as  follows:  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief, 
$107 ;  Area  Council  Expense,  $47 ;  Haven 
Teachers  College,  $140;  public  collection, 
$99.15;  total  collections,  $893.15;  World  Serv¬ 
ice  collection,  over  $2,700. 

Reports  from  the  district  superintendent, 
pastors,  local  preachers,  exhorters,  and  the 
other  auxiliaries  of  the  church  were  very  en¬ 
couraging,  and  showed  a  marked  increase  over 
last  year.  The  Conference  was  well  at¬ 
tended,  having  immense  crowds  each  night. 
The  Revs.  G.  A.  Britton,  Wm.  Clark,  J.  B. 
Campbell,  E.  M.  Dukes,  James  Gaddis,  M.  P. 
Johnson  preached  strong  sermons  during  the 
Conference  session.  The  Rev.  A.  L.  HoUand, 
of  Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.,  was  unanimotuly 
elected  as  ministerial  delegate  to  the  Area 
Council  to  be  held  at  Waveland  some  time 
in  September.  Bro.  J.  C.  Jacobs,  of  Ocean 
Springs,  was  elected  as  lay  delegate. 

The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 


Keep  that  Youthful  Spirit ! 


Read 


*'Getind&eSwlm** 

THE 

CLASSMATE 

You  will  be  delighted  by  the 
stories  of  adventure  and  achieve¬ 
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It  is  without  a  peer  among  story 
papers.  There  should  be  at  least 
one  Classmate  in  every  home. 
Get  it.  Read  it!  Let  it  speak 
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held  its  meeting  Saturday  afternoon,  which 
proved  a  great  success.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  the  people  of  Escatawpa, 
Pascagoula,  and  the  surrounding  territory 
who  entertained  the  Conference  so  royally. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  Bro.  Moffat, 
who  cared  for  the  delegates.  After  appro¬ 
priate  resolutions,  the  Conference  adjourned 
to  hold  its  next  session  at  Pass  Christian;  Dr. 
Shumpert  is  the  popular  pastor. — J.  B. 
Campbell,  Reporter. 


MURFREESBORO 

Throng  of  people,  old  and  young,  prosper¬ 
ous  looking  and  joyful,  yet  anxious  on  dis¬ 
covery,  and  eager  listening;  interesting  re¬ 
ports  of  pastors  and  lay  officers;  solo  and 
chorus,  music  uplifting  and  engaging,  from 
piano,  violin,  and  voice;  essays;  readings; 
declamations;  orations;  discussion  of  great 
themes;  sensible  speeches  of  teachers,  doctors, 
preachers,  laymen,  men,  and  women;  stormy 
and  stirring  debates;  prayers  of  penitence; 
sermons  of  courage  and  cowardice;  prophe¬ 
cies  and  warnings;  careful  planning  for  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  district,  the  state,  and  the  chur^ 
are  notable  characteristics  of  the  session  of 
the  Murfreesboro  District  Conference  which 
closed  at  Cookeville,  Tenn.,  Sunday  nicht, 
July  25.  e  . 

The  Rev.  F.  N.  Collier,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  presided  with  brotherliness,  care, 
and  ease,  to  the  delight  of  ministerial  and 
lay  delegates  and  the  throngs  of  daily  visi¬ 
tors.  His  advice  and  rulings  were  ever  de¬ 
cided  and  on  the  side  of  right,  though  at 
times  veiled  in  the  mists  of  humor.  Bro. 
Collier  has  a  story  for  every  situation  and 
one  that  fits.  He  is  quick  to  sense  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  any  situation;  he  is  kind  of 
heart,  patient  with  shortcomings,  unselfish 
of  what  he  has,  loyal  to  his  men  and  the  in¬ 
terests  he  is  intrusted  with.  To  say  nothing 
of  the  great  crowds  that  were  in  attendance 
at  Cookeville,  there  were  about  eighty  dele¬ 
gates,  including  the  visitors  of  other  dis¬ 
tricts  who  are  men  of  prominence  and  ^urch 
place,  notable  among  whom  were:  Bishop  I. 
B.  Scott;  President  Sutton,  of  Walden  Uni¬ 
versity;  the  Hon.  W.  D.  Hawkins,  president 
People’s  Bank  of  Nashville;  W.  M.  Copeland, 
president  Laymen  Association  of  Tennessee 
Annual  Conference;  Dr.  G.  W.  Lewis,  pastor 
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Clark  Memorial,  Nashville;  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Booth,  formerly  district  superintendent  of 
this  district;  Drs.  S.  M.  Utley  ai^  W.  A. 
FordOy  of  Naobvlllc;  Dr,  Jones,  of  Murfrces- 
boro;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Berry,  of  Algood  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  the  Rev.  Mr.  J. 
Stanton,  of  the  Prestoyterian  Church,  Cooke¬ 
ville,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Covington,  partor  of 
Cun^erland  Presbyterian  Church,  Cookeville, 
who  delivered  the  welcome  address  in  ternw 
of  pleasant  spirit,  stating  that  it  was  his 
first  time  to  address  a  colored  audience. 

Bishop  Scott  and  Mr.  W.  D.  Hawkins  both 
made  interesting  speeches  in  the  interest  of 
Walden  University.  President  Sutton,  of 
Walden,  made  a  most  significant  speech  on 
Walden,  at  the  close  of  which  five  yoimg 
ladies  made  known  their  intention  and  dMire 
of  entering  this  school.  Mrs.  Sutton,  ^fe  of 
the  dean,  spoke  in  the  interest  of  The  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Society  and  wgan- 
ised  a  district  auxUlary,  with  Mrs.  U. 
GranvUle,  of  GordonviUe,  as  president.  The 
Rev.  J.  B.  Booth  took  prominent  part  in  the 
floor  debates;  one,  which  was  a  stora  cen¬ 
ter,  was  provoked  by  a  subject 
cussion  in  the  Epworth  League  institute, 
namely,  “What  Is  the  Chief  Cause  of  the 
Great  Lack  of  Interest  in  the  League?’  Here 
for  a  time  nearly  every  mcmlber  was 
to  get  the  floor  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  W.  F. 
Roberts,  president  of  the  District  L^agu^ 
is  a  pilot  well  able  to  guide  the  ship  on  such 
tempestous  waters  as  he  made  safe  landing 
of  his  crew,  and  was  re-elected  to  serve  an¬ 
other  year. 

One  feature  of  the  Conference  which  was 
a  delight  to  all  was  the  music.  In  addition 
to  the  choir  there  was  a  girls’  quartet,  who 
furnished  music  dally  with  such  a  roirit  of 
willingness  as  was  refreshing  indeed.  This 
quartet  was  composed  of  the  two  lovely 
daughters  of  Superintendent  Collier,  Misses 
Cassie  Mai  and  Juanita  Collier,  and  the 
two  Douglass  daughters.  Misses  Maria  and 
America.  They  sang  with  merit  some  of  the 
famous  Negro  spirituals  and  other  CTaceful 
songs.  Another  notable  feature  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  was  the  literary  concert  and  musical 
Saturday  evening,  in  wnich  the  best  talent  of 
the  entire  district  was  represented.  Read¬ 
ings,  recitations,  essays,  orations,  solos  (vocal 
and  instrumental),  original  poems,  and  ad¬ 
dresses  were  the  order  and  creditably  riven 
by  Mrs.  Donie  Gwyn,  Miss  Northeut,  of  Man¬ 
chester;  Miss  Nancy  B.  Harvey,  Mrs.  Edna 
Hayes,  of  Sparta;  the  Misses  Collier,  the 
Douglass  daughters,  and  Mrs.  R.  D.  Gran- 
ville. 

If  Superintendent  Ollier  was  partial  in 
any  things  relating  to  the  Conference,  it  was 
in  the  matters  of  Waveland  and  Walden.  He 
spoke  forcefully  concerning  these  two  inter¬ 
ests,  and  the  brethren  are  in  accord  with 
him  in  everything.  He  was  indulgent  to  a 
fault  regarding  visitors  to  the  Conference,  al¬ 
lowing  all  plenty  opportunity  not  only  to  be 
introouced,  but  also  to  speak  to  their  heart’s 
content. 

The  people  of  Cookeville  did  not  limit  their 


help  and  gracious  attention  to  the  meeting. 
Every  delegate  and  visitor  was  carefully 
looked  after.  Homes  were  plentiful;  good 
and  wholesome  food  was  in  abundance. 
Some  of  our  delegates  did  not  want  to  leave; 
and  one.  Dr.  Waters,  made  a  motion  that 
the  Conference  be  extended  another  week,  so 
greatly  was  he  delighted  with  the  nice  home 
and  fine  entertainment  he  received  of  his 
host  and  hostess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Mc¬ 
Clellan. 

The  Rev.  J.  S.  Nance  had  led  his  people 
into  full  agreement  with  the  interests  of  the 
Conference.  He  worked  hard  every  day  and 
saw  that  no  interest  of  the  many  delegates, 
laymen,  or  minister  was  set  by.  He  deserves 
much  praise  for  his  loyalty  and  ability  to 
take  care  of  such  a  meeting.  If  Liberty, 
Tenn.,  had  not  won  as  the  place  of  next 
meeting,  some  would  have  nominated  Cooke¬ 
ville  again. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Stanton,  pastor  of  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  Cookeville,  took  so  prominent 
a  part  in  the  Conference  that  one  could  not 
tell  but  that  he  was  a  member,  and  his  serv¬ 
ices  were  valuable  and  his  contributions  on¬ 
erous.  Dr.  G.  W.  Lewis,  pastor  of  Clark 
Memorial,  Nashville,  delivered  an  address  on 
the  rdation  of  transfers  which  was  indeed 
informative,  sympathetic,  and  calculated  to 
do  much  good,  and  it  showed  that  he  is  well 
informed  with  regard  to  unwritten  church 
history.  The  Rev.  W.  E.  Mitchell,  super¬ 
intendent  of  Nashville  District,  preached  a 
strong  sermon  on  the  position  of  man  rela¬ 
tive  to  God’s  purpose  and  program  from  the 
text,  “Adam,  Where  Art  Thou?”  The  Rev. 
Gray,  of  Dilton,  preached  Sunday  morning 
on  the  theme  of  Jesus  as  a  great  Man  with 
great  force  and  interest.  He  was  re-elected 
to  represent  the  Area  Council  at  Waveland. 
— Dr.  W.  F.  Waters,  Reporter. 

WESTERN 

As  eyes  in  our  Southern  States  turn  to 
North  Carolina  because  of  its  progressive¬ 
ness  along  so  many  lines,  so  eyes  in  North 
Carolina  turn  to  the  western  counties  of  the 
State,  because  there  the  progress  and  ag¬ 
gressiveness  is  most  pronounced.  This,  per¬ 
haps,  is  not  shown  more  in  any  other  field 
than  in  the  progress  being  made  by  the  col¬ 
ored  leadership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churcb. 

An  example  in  point  is  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  Western  District  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  held  July  20- 
24,  at  Lenoir,  in  the  hill  country  of  the  State. 

There  was  evidence  a-plenty  to  show  the 
forceful  leadership  of  the  affable  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  Rev.  N.  J.  Pass,  and  to  dis¬ 
play  the  marierful  type  of  the  nrinisters  at 
work  in  the  charges  of  the  district.  There 
are  no  large  charges  on  the  district.  The 
largest  single  World  Service  contrtbution 
was  $400.  For  a  district  of  sucb  charges  to 
report  an  aggregate  of  $1,451.60  collected  for 
\^rld  Service  for  the  eight-months’  period 
since  the  Annual  Conference,  and  an  aggre¬ 
gate  of  about  $700  for  local  education  at 


Bennett  College  for  Women  is  no  mean  ac¬ 
complishment.  It  shows  leadership  on  the 
part  of  the  district  superintendent  and  pas¬ 
tors,  and  hearty  co-ordination  and  co-oper¬ 
ation  by  laymen  throughout  the  district. 

The  sessions  were  alive  with  discussions  of 
point  and  interest.  “Personal  Evangelism,” 
led  by  J.  W.  Shuford;  “Pastoral  Duties  as 
Assigned  by  the  Disdpline,”  led  by  J.  M. 
Harris,  and  “An  Adequate  Financial  Plan 
for  the  Church,”  led  by  G.  H.  Caldwell,  were 
each  ably  presented  and  provoked  lively  and 
sympathetic  discussion. 

Crowds  from  the  city  of  Lenoir,  as  w*Il 
as  from  the  outlying  towns,  filled  to  cap^ty 
the  spacious  Smith’s  Chapel  Churdh,  to  hear 
the  inspirational  addresses  delivered  in  the 
evenings.  Dr.  Hugh  L.  Ashe,  three  times 
leading  the  North  Carolina  delegation  at  the 
General  Conference,  for  years  one  of  the 
outstanding  leaders  of  the  Conference,  and 
at  present  the  popular  pastor  of  one  of  the 
churches  of  first  rank  in  this  section  of  Meth¬ 
odism,  brought  in  a  most  forceful  way  the 
claims  of  World  Service;  the  Rev.  R.  Gam¬ 
mon  Morris,  one  of  the  field  agents  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Exten¬ 
sion  and  ministerial  delegate  to  the  General 
Conference  of  1924  from  the  North  Carolina 
Conference,  represented  bis  board  in  the  help 
given  to  the  flood  sufferers  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley;  Miss  Theopbri  Chambers,  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  the  president  of  Bennett  College  for 
Women,  presented  the  claims  of  the  school 
and  ithe  many  opportunities  which  it  affords 
in  a  most  forceful  way.  These  eadh  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  storms  of  'applause. 

The  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate 
came  in  for  its  share  of  support  and  en¬ 
dorsement.  It  was  represents  by  G.  H. 
Caldwell,  the  acknowledged  success  in  his  di¬ 
rection  of  the  forces  at  Asheville,  N.  C. 
Reasons  for  the  support  of  the  piq>er  were 
clearly  and  logically  set  forth,  at  the  close 
of  which  nine  subscriptions  were  secured. 

Among  the  many  visitors  to  the  District 
Conference  were:  the  Rev.  Jas.  A.  Baxter,  the 
aggressive  district  superintendent  of  the 
Winston  District;  Mr.  C.  T.  Woodland,  a 
successful  layman  with  membership  at  St. 
Paul,  Winston;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Er¬ 
win,  of  Greensboro.  Mrs.  Erwin  wlU  be 
remembered  by  the  laymen  of  the  Conference 
iis  having  been  elected  lay  reserve  delegate 
to  the  General  Conference  of  1924. 

liie  reports  from  pastors  showed  the  work 
well  in  hands,  and  the  other  reports  from 
the  respective  charges  corroborated  the  pas¬ 
tors’  reports  in  a  striking  and  faithful  man- 

”*’fhe  District  Conference  organised  with 
the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  N.  J.  Pass, 
presiding;  the  Rev.  D.  H.  Kearse,  secretary; 
the  Rev.  R.  T.  Lomax,  chairman  Committee 
on  Local  Preachers’  Course  of  Study;  G.  W. 
Patterson,  chairman  Committee  on  Orders; 
J.  W.  Shuford,  chairman  Committee  on 
Resolutions;  G.  H.  Caldwell,  Southwestern 
representative  and  chairman  of  Committee 
on  Church  Papers  and  chairman  of  Board 
of  Examiners  for  local  preachers. 

The  claims  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  were  presented  by  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Pagan,  the  enthusiastic  district  organiser  for 

the  society.  ,  ^  ^ 

Sunday  night,  July  24,  the  Conference 
stood  adjourned  sine  die,  but  not  until  a 
deep  and  lasting  impression  had  been  made 
on  the  hundreds  attending  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Clmrch 
was  safe  in  the  leadership  of  N.  J.  Pass, 
district  superintendent,  and  was  in  dead  ear¬ 
nest  in  Kingdom  building. — G.  H.  Caldwell, 
Reporter. 

WILMINGTON 

The  Wilmington  District  Conference  of 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  convened  in 
Mt  Olive  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Lum- 
berton,  N.  C.,  July  20-24,  1927.  At  10.30 
A.  M.  the  district  superintendent  called  the 
Conference  to  order;  the  superintendent  con¬ 
ducted  the  devotional  service  himself.  At  H 
o’clock  the  Conference  was  organised.  A.  G. 
Jenkins  was  elected  secretary,  naming  as  as¬ 
sistant  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Isham.  The  commit¬ 
tees  were  appointed.  At  11.80  Superintend¬ 
ent  G.  M.  Phelps  delivered  Ws  address.  It 
was  very  encouraging  to  the  delegation  to 
know  that  the  Wilmington  District,  which 


August  11.  1927  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  AHVOCAIR 


was  presented  to  the  Conference  and  spdte  Service  Outfit* 

interestingly  to  the  brethren.  The  mlidsteni 
of  Lundtciton  «ttend«l  sereral  scssloas  of 
the  Conference. 

The  Rer.  D.  L.  Thomas  and  the  good  mem¬ 
bers  of  Mount  Olive  Methodist  Eiplseopal 
Church  deserve  credit  for  the  very  me  why 
they  cared  for  the  Conference.  The  Rev. 

Thomas  is  strongly  supported  by  a  band  of 
faithful  young  men  wlm  love  the  church,  and 
are  looking  after  its  interests  at  all  times: 

Messrs.  S.  T.  Brooks,  a  promising  young  lay¬ 
man  of  our  Conference,  on  account  of  his 
activities  in  the  church;  George  Leach, 


Epworth  League  Institute 
Dates 

inr  SBASON 

Aug.  18-21 — ^Dallas  District,  West  Texas 
Conference,  Waxahadde,  Texas. 

Aug.  22-2*— Atlanta,  Clark  University,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga. 

Aug.  22-28 — Tennessee  Conference,  Walden 
College,  Nashville  Tenn. 

Aug.  28-28 — Chicago  District,  Lexington 
Conference,  Gary,  Ind. 
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I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
and  friends  of  Mt.  Beulah  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  for  sixty-five  pounds  of  choice 
groceries  given  to  the  family  to  assist  us  in 
the  time  of  Mrs.  E.  B.  Anderson’s  illness. 
Words  cannot  express  our  appreciation.  I 
pray  God’s  blessing  upon  the  good  people, 
and  take  this  method  to  invite  you  all  to  come 
again.  The  party  was  led  bv  Sisters  L. 
Greer,  S.  Jackson,  W.  M.  Shields,  Brothers 
Robertson,  the  Rev.  Joe  Greer,  Sister  Anna 
Carter,  and  others. — R.  B.  Anderson,  Pastor. 
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Woman’s  Column 

Lawr0ne$bmrf,  Ttwaa — ^Tbe  WoiiMa*>  'Home 
MimionoT^  Bod^  wao  called  to  order  at  2 
o'doek  amb  the  p^ldent  In  the  chair.  The 
Scrijptttre-  lesson  was  read  by  Sister  Bdle 
Jelferaon  (121st  Psalm);  prayer  was  offered 
hr,  the  ‘Ber.  S.  M.  Carmtdiiuel,  after  which 
the  buiness  session  was  takm  iqt.  The 
treasurer  reported  H-20  in  the  treasury  and 
three  members  were  reported  ill.  Sister 
Mask  DstIs  was  appointed  to  cary  refresh¬ 
ments  to  the  side  ones.  Though  we  are  few 
In  number,  we  are  determined  to  press  on  in 
Jesus’  name. — ^Masie  Davis,  Reporter. 

Union  Ohnrek,  MUt. — On  July  12  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Sodety  met  at 
the  home  of  Sister  Jennie  Gilchrist  with  the 
president,  Mrs.  Zadie  Gilchrist,  in  the  chair. 
The  house  was  called  to  order  by  singing, 
reading  of  Scripture  lesson,  and  prayer.  The 
roll  was  called  by  the  secretary,  to  which  all 
members  responded  nicely.  Quite  a  number 
of  visitors  were  present  with  us  and  gave 
some  encourawing  remarks  and  pledged  to 
join  our  sode%.  After  the  business  session 
the  Ladies’  Aid  and  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Sodety  combined  began  their  piece  work 
on  quBtS  for  the  parsonage.  This  new  plan 
ot  holding  our  meeting  hu  proven  very  suc- 
cessftd  and  helpful.  Dinner  was  served  at 
the  dose  of  the  meeting.  CoUecticm,  22S5. — 
LoVenla  Earls,  Secretary;  Zadie  Gilchrist, 
Prteident;  M.  B.  Crump,  Reporter. 

THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  OP  THE 
W.  H.  M.  S.  HELD  IN  SPARTAN¬ 
BURG,  S.  C. 

The  seventeenth  annual  meeting  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Sodety,  South 
Carolina  Conference,  bdd  in  Silvermll  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Spartanburg,'  S.  C., 
June  2^27,  is  now  history.  Having  dosed 
a  very  successful  year  and  raised  more  money 
than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  so¬ 
ciety,  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  Mrs. 
M.  E.  Gordon,  president,  and  her  corps  of 
efficient  officers  for  the  work  done  through¬ 
out  the  Stote.  Mrs.  M.  S.  McCloud,  of  Flor¬ 
ence,  the^ounder  and  first  president  of  the 
sodety,  and  whom  the  society  has  honored  by 
making  her  a  perpetual  member  mid  presi¬ 
dent  emeritus,  was  present  and  gave  many 
hdpful  suggestions  and  reported  much  work 
done  on  her  district 

The  meeting  opened  with  executive  board 
meeting  at  the  parsonage,  after  which  we 
gathered  at  the  church  at  8.80  P.  M.,  for  our 


Morristown  Normal  and  Industrial  College 

**  A  SCHOOL  OF  CHARACTER” 

G>>E<luofttional.  Fully  Accredited  H^h  School  Normal  and  Jt)]^r  Col¬ 
lege.  Strong  Faculty.  Modem  Equipped  Do^tories,  Administration 
Building  aM  New  Gymnasium.  Large  Athletic  Field.  Manual  Train¬ 
ing.  Domestic  Arts:  Vocal.  Violin  and  Instramental  Music.  T«>^«her 
Training.  State  Certificates  and  Placement  Bureau.  Expenses  Moderate. 
IdeaiiyXocated.  Fall  Term  begins  September  20, 1927.  Send  for  Catalog. 

JUDSON  S.  HILL,  D.D.,  Pt’esident  Morristown,  Tennessee 


BENNETT  COLLEGE  FOR  WOMEN 

GREENSBORO,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Climate  Excellent  Campus  Beautiful 

Equipment  Modern  Student  Self-government 

Relationship  with  faculty  wholesome  and  demo¬ 
cratic.  Faculty  composed  of  college  women  chosen 
from  best  schools  in  America. 

Enrollment  1917-18  limited  to  300.  For  further 
information  address 

DAVID  D.  JONES,  President. 
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linisters’  Union,  the  Rev.  Gam-  The  project  picture  was  explained  in  the  after  which  he  installed  the  officers  for  the 
’  Wives’  Alliance,  Mrs.  Earle ;  absence  of  Mrs.  Green.  Noontide  petitions  coming  year.  The  afternoon  program,  turned 

r.  Porter;  church  officials,  Dr.  and  a  beauUfal  paper  followed  on  the  mis-  over  as  usual  to  the  juniors,  was  well  st¬ 

ated  dubs,  Mrs.  Fofter;  hon-  sionary  in  our  homeland,  Mrs.  Eugenia  Jam-  tended.  Mrs.  J.  Green  and  local  leaders  of 
B,  the  Rev.  Green,  assured  the  ison,  of  Sumter.  Election  of  officers  fol-  the  Home  Guards  and  Mothers’  Jewels  of 
ion  they  were  thrice  wdcome  lowed.  Mrs.  D.  B.  Taylor,  who  has  served  Spartanburg  had  an  excellent  pronam  pre¬ 
tty  of  the  Southeast.  Miss  C.  as  field  secretary  for  so  many  years,  was  pared,  by  the  local  bands  and  children  from 

it  Charleston,  in  her  pleasing  elected  president.  The  Conference  feels  other  parts  of  the  State.  Cracker  Boy  and 

a  hearty  response.  Mrs.  Bar-  fortunate  and  big^y  honored  by  having  this  the  bears  were  well  explained. 

Wallace  Powell  were  the  solo-  talented  woman  at  its  helm,  and  we  fed  that  Many  visitors  from  different  parts  of  the 
ming.  On  Friday  morning  the  a  new  day  has  dawned  for  the  South  Carolina  State  attended.  The  evening  service  was 
ion  was  administered  by  the  Conference.  We  hope  for  great  results  at  turned  over  to  the  Evangelistic  Department. 
IS  and  Thompson,  district  su-  our  next  annual  meeting,  which  will  be  held  At  8  P.  M.  the  devotions  were  conducted, 
it  the  Spartanburg  and  Ben-  in  Columbia.  Mrs.  L.  A.  Cain,  who  has  after  which  Mrs.  L.  A.  J.  Moorer  gave  a 

tricts,  respectively.  The  an-  served  the  Conference  so  acceptably  and  well  vivid  account  of  her  trip  to  the  national  con- 

from  the  Conference  president  as  recording  secretary,  was  re-elected  unan-  vention  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  which  was  very 
lought  and  suggestions  toward  imously;  Mrs.  M.  E.  Fields,  corresponding  yHiteresting. 

iniisation.  Reports  from  each  secretary;  Miss  E.  L.  Smalls,  treasurer.  '  We  shall  not  soon  forget  the  meeting  in 
encouraging.  On  Saturdav  evening,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Spartanburg. — Mrs.  James  F.  Page,  Mrs. 

ing,  after  devotions,  Mrs.  Hat-  Nina  Littlejohn,  district  president,  a  beau-  Wilhehnlna  Gupple,  Mrs.  Mamie  E.  Fields, 
t  Greenville,  gave  an  interest-  tlful  reception  was  held  froip  8  to  8.  All  chairman  Publicity  Committee, 
ictive  paper  on  “Our  Respon-  of  the  guests  and  local  auxiliary  members 

if outh  of  Our  Church,”  followed  met  and  had  an  enjoyable  time.  Too  much  «  •  1  XT  a* 

t,  “Tbe  Call  of  the  Homeland,”  credit  cannot  be  given  the  district  pres!-  dpCClfl.1  3lOllCC 

drs.  P.  M.  Gibbs,  which  was  dent,  Mrs.  Littlejohn,  and  the  local  pre'si- 

lite  a  large  audience  was  in  dent,  Mrs.  Thompson,  officers  and  members  Daytona,  Fla. — The  fourth  Sunday  in  Au- 

ot  the  church,  the  district  superintendent,  the  gust,  the  28th,  has  been  set  apart  1^  both 
oming  watch  was  conducted  by  pastor,  and  Queen  Esthers  for  their  enter-  the  Florida  and  the  South  Florida  Confer- 
and  Mrs.  McCoy.  At  11  A.  M.  tainment.  Each  day  at  nowi  a  snmptndus  ences  as  their  rally  Sunday  for  the  Bethune- 
as  conducted  snowing  the  way  table  was  reread  and  a  feast  enjoyed  by  all.  Cookman  College  Endowment  and  Expansion 

s.  Queen  Esthers,  and  Junior  On  Saturday  the  Queen  Esters  served  Fund.  Reports  from  every  district  and 
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CINCINNATI,  OHIO,  AND  NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA,  AUGUST  18,  1927 


The  Litany  of  the  Dark  People 


BY  COUNTEE  CULLEN 


Our  flesh  that  was  a  battle-ground 
Shows  now  the  morning- break: 
The  ancient  deities  are  downed 
For  Thy  eternal  sake 
Now  that  the  past  is  left  behind. 
Fling  wide  Thy  garment's  hem 
To  keep  us  one  with  Thee  in  mind 
Thou  Christ  of  Bethlehem. 


The  thorny  wreath  may  ridge  our  brow. 
The  spear  may  mar  our  side. 

And  on  white  wood  from  a  scented  bough 
We  may  be  crucified: 

Yet  no  assault  the  old  gods  make 
Upon  our  agony 

Shall  swerve  our  footsteps  from  the  wake 
Of  Thine  toward  Calvary. 


U 


And  if  we  hunger  now  and  thirst. 

Grant  our  withholders  may. 

When  heaven  s  constellations  burst 
Upon  Thy  crowning  day. 

Be  fed  by  us,  and  given  to  see 
Thy  mercy  in  our  eyes, 

■When  Bethlehem  and  Calvary, 

Are  merged  in  Paradise. 

— From  “Copper  Sun.” 
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THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


President  Coolidge  Upsets 
Political  Calendars 

Those  Prominently  Mentioned  for  Nomination 
By  Harry  E.  Woolever 

Editor,  Tho  National  MothodM  Pr«$$ 


PRESIDENT  COOLIDGE  in  just  eleven 
words  answered  the  question  which  was 
in  millions  of  minds  and  upset  the  po¬ 
litical  program  of  both  major  parties.  It 
was  generally  considered  by  those  who  care¬ 
fully  follow  the  trend  of  national  affairs  that 
Calvin  Coolidge  would  be  the  presidential 
nominee  of  the  Republican  party  in  1928.  It 
was  also  widely  conceded,  even  by  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  Democratic  party,  that  Coolidge 
appeared  unbeatable.  In  fact,  the  exception¬ 
ally  good  crops  which  are  prevaUing  in  the 
West  seemed  to  be  overcoming  the  bitter¬ 
ness  of  the  farmers  and  lending  aid  in  mak¬ 
ing  more  certain  his  victory. 

At  the  very  moment  wlien  his  re-election 
seemed  most  certain,  if  he  desired  it.  Presi¬ 
dent  Coolidge  gave  out  the  simple  declara¬ 
tion,  “I  do  not  choose  to  run  for  President 
in  1928.” 

PRESIDENTIAL  ASPIRANTS  SUR¬ 
PRISED 

So  strongly  of  the  belief  were  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  leaders  in  Washin^on  that  President 
Coolidge  would  succeed  himself  that  up  to 
the  time  of  his  announcement  they  had  sMwn 
little  concern  as  to  who  might  be  the  nominee 
of  their  rarty.  Likewise,  Republicans  often 
mentioned  as  of  presidential  caliber  revealed 
litUe  interest  in  the  nomination,  assuming 
that  it  was  Mr.  Coolidge’s  if  he  chose  to  take 
it.  Even  the  insurgent  groups  who  are  in 
the  habit  of  slamming  Mr.  Coolidge  and  of 
thwarting  his  program  were  so  sure  he  would 
be  his  party’s  choice  that  they  were  shocked 
by  his  announcement  This  attitude  was  ex¬ 
pressed  bv  Senator  Hiram  J<Ans(m,  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  wno  has  long  been  an  aspirant  for 
the  nomination.  He  said  regarding  the  state¬ 
ment,  “It  is  a  most  astonismng  thing.” 

President  Coolidge  did  not  speak  carelessly 
when  be  said  that  there  are  many  good  men 
available  for  the  office.  There  are  good  men 
in  both  parties  whose  records  indicate  that 
they  are  unnsuallv  well  ^alifled  for  the  high 
office  of  the  presidency.  There  may  have  been 
times  when  men  well  qualified  were  not  avail¬ 
able  for  the  nominations,  but  more  often  when 
men  of  mediocre  ability  have  been  put  in 
nomination  it  has  been  because  of  political 
exigencies  or  interparty  deals  and  bicherings. 
The  natimial  conventions  of  1928  may  choose 
candidates  of  the  first  rank  as  far  as  train¬ 
ing,  ability,  and  character  are  concerned. 

There  are  a  number  who  are  being  enthu- 
siasticsdly  discussed  in  Washington,  and 
doubtless  others  will  be  prominently  men¬ 
tioned  before  the  nominating  conventions 
meet.  It  is  one  of  the  high  duties  of  (Kris¬ 
tian  citisens  to  see  to  H  ^at  none  is  put  in 
nomination  except  he  be  of  the  highest  char¬ 
acter  and  of  known  ability,  to  the  end  that 
the  Constitution  may  be  upheld  and  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  mankind  advanced. 

PROMINENTLY  MENTIONED 

Those  most  prominently  mentioned  at  this 
time  in  the  political  circles  at  the  national 
capital  are  Herbert  C.  Hoover,  Charles 
Evans  Hughes,  Frank  O.  Lowden,  Charles 
G.  Dawes,  William  E.  Borah,  and  Nicholas 
Longworth  among  the  Republicans;  Alfred 
E.  SmHh,  William  G.  McAdoo,  Albert  C. 
Ritchie,  James  A.  Reed,  Carter  Glass,  E.  H. 
Meredith,  Thomas  J.  Walsh,  and  Josephus 
Daniels  among  the  Democrats. 

The  record  of  Charles  Evans  Hughes  and 
his  ability  are  well  known.  As  governor  of 
New  York  State  and  bead  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State,  he  has  shown  his  abUity. 
However,  Mr.  Hughes,  some  weeks  before 
Mr.  Codiidge  made  his  announcement,  de¬ 
clared  'that  he  felt  himself  too  old  to  con¬ 
sider  the  nomination  for  the  presidency. 


Herbert  Hoover  has  been  frequently  men¬ 
tioned  for  the  nomination.  He  is  one  of  the 
best  qualified  citizens  for  the  important  office 
of  Chief  Executive.  There  is  no  individual 
now  mentioned  who  has  as  thorough  a  first¬ 
hand  knowledge  of  world  conditions  and  of 
the  economic  problems  of  this  nation  as  has 
'Mr.  Hoover. 

Charles  G.  Dawes  has  grown  steadily  in 
public  favor  since  assuming  the  office  of  Vice- 
President.  His  services  as  a  soldier,  as  first 
director  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget,  and 
as  an  international  negotiator  have  com¬ 
mended  him  to  his  countrymen. 

Ex-Governor  Frank  O.  Lowden,  of  Illinois, 
was  one  of  the  outstanding  aspirants  for  the 
nomination  in  1920,  when  Senator  Harding 
was  chosen.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
prominently  before  the  public  as  a  candidate 
and  has  his  princii^  support  among  the 
farmers,  who  are  displease  because  Cool¬ 
idge  vetoed  the  McNary-Haugen  Bill. 

William  E.  Borah  has  won  for  himself  the 
esteem  of  millions  of  American  citisens.  He 
is  not  only  one  of  the  most  able  and  com¬ 
pelling  speakers  in  the  Senate,  but  he  has 
shown  a  remarkable  independence  of  opinion 
and  action.  In  this  he  may  have  forfeited 
the  support  of  the  organization  of  his  party. 

Nicholas  Longworth  has  served  his  Cin¬ 
cinnati  constituency  for  a  number  of  years 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to-day 
holds  a  place  of  leadership  in  that  impor¬ 
tant  le^slative  body.  During  his  legislative 
career  he  has  not  been  considered  an  advo¬ 
cate  or  supporter  of  prohibition. 

DEMOCRATS  HAVE  GREATER  HOPE 

The  fact  that  Mr.  Coolidge  is  not  likely  to 
run  has  given  new  hope  to  the  Democratic 
leaders.  They  will  now  seek  to  nominate 
their  strongest  candidate  with  the  possibility 
in  view  of  nis  winning  the  dection. 

Those  most  prominently  mentioned  among 
the  Democrats  have  been  (Governor  Alfred 
E.  Smith,  of  New  York,  and  Governor  Albert 
C.  Ritchie,  of  Maryland.  These  men  have  won 
re-elections  in  their  own  States,  but  both  are 
wet,  and  the  Democrats  know  that  if  all 
those  who  believe  in  prohibition  and  favor 
a  dry  nation  go  to  the  polls  in  1928,  no  wet 
candidate  can  be  elected. 

Senator  James  A.  Reed,  of  Missouri,  is 
also  mentioned,  but  none  of  the  faiithful  ad¬ 
herents  of  Woodrow  Wilson  would  back  one 
whom  the  late  President  held  in  such  deep 
disregard^ 

Senator  Thomas  J.  Walsh,  of  Montana,  is 
(Hie  of  the  ablest  men  In  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  is  honest,  fearless,  and  capable. 
He  is  of  the  highest  character  and  a  Roman 
Catholic  of  the  best  type.  It  is  said  that 
it  was  on  account  of  bis  relMous  affiliation 
that  he  would  not  permit  the  Democratic 
CiMivention  of  1924:  to  consider  him  as  a  can¬ 
didate. 

William  G.  McAdoo  was  one  of  the  leading 
candidates  for  the  Democratic  nomination  in 
1924,  but  Governor  A1  Smith  and  his  adher¬ 
ents  would  not  consent  to  a  nomination.  Mr. 
McAdoo  is  one  of  the  most  capable  men  who 
has  held  a  cabinet  positicm,  and  his  acccnn- 
plishments  during  the  World  War.  were  out¬ 
standing.  He  is  a  dry  and  a  man  of  high¬ 
est  character. 

In  Josephus  Daniels  and  Carter  Glass,  the 
Democrats  have  two  possible  candidates  from 
below  the  Mason  imd  Dixon  line.  These,  like 
Edwin  T.  Meredith,  of  Iowa,  also  a  strong 
possibility  for  the  Democratic  nomination, 
were  members  of  President  Wilson’s  cabinet, 
and  each  made  a  commendable  record. 

With  men  of  such  commendable  records 
available  in  both  major  parties,  it  is  of  chief 


concern  that  our  citizens  see  that  only  such 
delegates  are  sent  to  State  (inventions  as 
will  assure  that  men  of  the  highest  type  are 
presented  to  the  electorate  in  1928.  No  one 
should  be  given  a  place  at  the  head  of  either 
party  ticket  except  he  stands  whole-heart¬ 
edly  for  prohibition  and  is  Christian  in  bis 
ideals. 

Personal  and  General 

— Dr.  Henry  H.  Meyer,  editor  of  Sunday- 
school  publications,  was  awarded  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  by  Yale  University 
at  the  commencement  in  June  of  this  year. 
This  was  granted  in  course  as  a  result  of 
studies  pursued  in  the  midst  of  the  regular 
editorial  and  administrative  duties  of  his 
office.  Dr.  Meyer’s  field  of  study  was  the 
History  and  Principles  of  Religious  Educa¬ 
tion.  The  theme  of  his  dissertation  was  an 
original  investigation  into  the  contributions 
to  religious  education  made  by  the  Moravians, 
and  especially  by  Count  Ludwig  Nicholas 
Von  Zinsendorf.  The  materials  for  this  the¬ 
sis  were  secured  through  first-hand  study  of 
the  multitudinous  and  scattered  writings  of 
Zinzendorf,  including  especially  the  volumin¬ 
ous  manuscript,  correspcmdence,  diaries,  and 
other  records  preserved  in  the  Moravian  arch¬ 
ives  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  and  at  Hermhut,  Sax¬ 
ony. 

Special  Notice 

Pearitburg,  Va. — The  thirteenth  annual 
campmeeting  will  be  conducted  August  2S-28 
at  Mt.  Tabor’s  Methodist  Episcqp^  Church, 
Dills’  Grove,  Pearisburg,  Va.,  Thursday  night, 
August  25,  prayer  meeting;  Friday  night, 
preaching.  Rev.  J.  H.  Rogers;  Saturdav, 
preaching  at  11  A.  M.,  Rev.  Rogers;  at  night 
by  Rev.  W.  W.  Ward;  Sunday,  9.80  to  10.80 
A.  M.,  love  feast;  11  A.  M.,  sermon  by  Rev. 
R.  D.  Washington;  dinner  between  one  and 
two  o’clock.  We  ask  every  member  and 
friend  to  bring  a  basket.  Each  member  and 
friend  is  asked  to  bring  one  dollar.  (Kptain 
No.  1,  A.  H.  CKnnor;  No.  2,  Tom  Wagner. 
Fee  for  stand  through  campmeeting,  $5;  for 
Sunday  only,  $3. — L.  J.  Henry,  Secretary; 
Joseph  G.  Nash,  Pastor. 

Meridian,  Miet. — Dear  District  Superin¬ 
tendents  and  Pastors  of  the  New  Orleans 
Area :  Knowing,  as  we  do,  the  value  of  Gulf- 
side  to  our  Methodism  and  the  race,  shall 
we  not  do  something  tangible  for  its  sup¬ 
port?  The  great  dedicatory  exercises  will 
take  place  August  81,  1927,  and  if  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  and  pastors  of  the  area 
will  give  $2  or  more  each,  is  will  greatly  help 
this  most  worthy  cause.  Please  send  in  this 
amount  on  or  before  August  31,  for  which 
you  will  receive  a  voucher  to  be  used  at  the 
Annual  Conference.  I  trust  that  at  the  roll 
call  each  will  reroond. — R.  N.  Jones,  Presi¬ 
dent  Ministerial  (Ouncil  of  the  New  Orleans 
Area. 
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Short  Pastorates 


•  “  T  ONGER  pastorates  bring  better  results.”  That  is 
I  j  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  Department  of 
*  Rural  Work  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
and  Church  Extension  recently  from  a  study  made  by 
them  of  pastorates  in  thirty  Annual  Conferences  of  our 
Methodism.  Concerning  this  conclusion,  the  Central 
Christian  Advocate  observes :  “This  shobld  give  our 
people  food  for  thought.  It  is  the  trained  ministry 
that  stays  longest,  and  it  is  only  the  outworking  of  nat¬ 
ural  laws  that  such  trained  leadership  should  ‘bring  bet¬ 
ter  results.’  ” 

With  certain  definite  qualifications,  both  the  com- 
,  ment  of  the  Central  and  the  conclusion  reached  from  the 
department’s  survey  may  be  granted.  But  not  with  such 
finality  as  at  first  sight  appears  plausible.  Much  can 
be  said  pro  and  con  as  to  the  “better  results”  of  long 
pastorates,  especially  among  Methodists.  Then,  too, 
just  what  is  the  definition  of  the  term,  “better  results”? 
Does  it  imply  “better”  for  the  pastor,  or  for  the  congre¬ 
gation,  or  for  the  community,  or  for  the  kingdom  of 
God?  It  is  certainly  possible  that  a  pastorate  may  ob¬ 
tain  “better  results”  Tor  any  other  given  unit  or  group 
and  not  better  results  for  the  Kingdom.  It  is  a  human 
custom  to  read  into  a  situation  values  according  to  the 
bias  of  any  given  interest. 

Much  certainly  can  be  said  favorable  to  long  pas¬ 
torates.  They  eliminate  the  necessity  of  frequent  re¬ 
adaptation.  They  save  waste  of  energy  required  by  the 
new  pastor  in  overcoming  the  natural  inertia  which  han¬ 
dicaps  any  fresh  beginning.  The  new  pastor  must  meet, 
comprehend,  and  set  himself  to  the  solution  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  parish.  The  long  pastorate  thus  makes  for 
regularity  of  procedure  in  carrying  out  an  orderly,  co¬ 
herent  program.  This  holds  good  both  within  the  con¬ 
gregation  itself  and  in  its  relation  to  the  general  com¬ 
munity  development.  Such  conditions  are  of  course 
favorable  to  tabular  results  for  the  long  pastorate ;  these 
are  not  to  be  minimized,  but  rather  sought  after,  prized. 
Nevertheless  in  reaching  conclusions  relative  to  frequent 
change  in  pastorates,  regard  should  be  had  to  ascertain¬ 
ing  whether  the  noted  bad  results  are  due  to  the  change 
itself  or  to  the  caliber  of  the  men  changed. 

The  long  pastorate  is  an  innovation  in  Methodism, 
both  as  to  time  and  spirit.  Its  evolution  as  a  policy  is 
an  interesting  bit  of  ecclesiastical  history  'whose  study 
rather  tempers  any  assertion  that  the  church  is  aware 
of  its  better  results.  Methodum's  pioneer  work  and  her 
marvelous  achievements  for  nine  decades  or  more  were 
the  glorious  fruitage  of  the  limited  pastorate.  Probably 
no  question  has  agitated  Methodism  more  persistently 
over  so  long  a  stretch  of  years  as  this  very  question  of 
altering  the  original  nature  of  the  Methodist  itinerancy. 
As  late  as  1884  the  bishops  of  the  church  noted  the  scat¬ 
tering  memorials  asking  for  removal  of  the  time  limit, 
but  observed  in  their  Episcopal  Address  to  the  General 
Conference  that  the  “very  large  majority  have  protested 
against”  its  removal.  The  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
whose  report  was  adopted  by  that  Conference,  reported 


adversely  to  any  change.  However,  at  the  next  General 
Conference  the  terms  of  both  pastor  and  presiding  elder 
were  extended,  the  former  from  three  to  five,  and  the  latter 
from  four  to  six  years,  the  bishops  again  having  advised 
the  Conference,  in  their  pastoral  address,  that  the  bishops 
were  *^not  ready”  for  removal  of  the  time  limit.  The  agi¬ 
tation  was  kept  up,  however,  through  the  next  four  quad- 
renniums,  or  until  the  General  Conference  of  1900,  when 
the  limiting  proviso  was  dropped,  so  that  the  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  pastoral  charge  is  made  annually,  with  no 
time  element  involved. 

Serious  doubt  has  constantly  ensued  relative  to  the 
wisdom  of  that  legislation.  The  next  succeeding  General 
Conference  was  told  by  the  bishops  of  the  widespread 
agitation  incident  thereto. 

“Resolutions  and  memorials  in  many  different  forms 
have  been  adopted  by  various  organizations  and  societies, 
as  well  as  by  Quarterly,  District,  and  Annual  and  Lay 
Electoral  Conferences.  Many  of  these  have  come  to  the 
bishops  and,  doubtless,  many  others  will  come  to  you — 
some  setting  forth  the  advantages  resulting  from  the 
enactment;  some  pleading  for  the  retention  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  law,  and  others  asking  variously  for  a  restoration  of 
either  the  three  or  five-years’  limit,  either  with  or  with¬ 
out  provision  for  exceptionally  emergent  cases.” 

Thus  is  indicated  the  beginning  of  a  reaction  of  grave 
significance,  that  is  sweeping  on  in  increasing  volume 
in  the  direction  of  the  limited  pastorate.  For  this  very 
Conference  legislated  a  time  limit  on  the  office  of  the  pre¬ 
siding  elder,  allowing  him  six  years  in  any  consecutive 
twelve  and  the  advantage  of  interval  between  two  Annual 
Conference  sessions,  provided  the  time  shall  not  be  more 
than  six  months. 

Agitation  was  sustained  for  the  limited  pastorate 
until  the  1924  General  Conference,  constituting  one  of 
the  major  factors  which  marked  this  one  of  the  most 
turbulent  in  our  long  history.  The  unlimited  pastorate 
had  produced  so  much  unrest  throughout  the  church  that 
it  broke  into  a  surging  sea  of  bolshevistic  billows  which 
gave  the  church  definite  time  limit  on  both  the  district 
superintendency  and  the  episcopacy. 

With  great  weight  and  after  grave  consideration  the 
Springfield  Conference  inhibited  the  bishop  from  allow¬ 
ing  “the  district  superintendent  to  preside  in  the  same 
district  more  than  six  consecutive  years  nor  more  than 
six  years  in  any  consecutive  twelve.”  In  the  same  spirit, 
though  hindered  by  constitutional  limitation  from  re¬ 
stricting  the  bishop’s  tenure  of  office,  that  same  General 
Conference  did  virtually  limit  the  episcopal  administra¬ 
tion  of  office  in  a  given  territory.  Reports  number  one 
(1)  and  two  (2)  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  re¬ 
spectively,  are:  “It  is  the  judgment  of  your  committee 
that  more  frequent  changes  in  the  presidency  of  the  An¬ 
nual  Conferences  within  the  Episcopal  Areas  in  the  United 
States  of  America  as  arranged  by  the  bishops  wUl  pro¬ 
mote  the  best  interests  of  the  whole  church,-  and  we  so 
recommend.”  Your  committee  recommends  *‘that  the 
General  Conference  instruct  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy 
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that  in  assigning  bishops  to  residences  the  committee  shall 
have  in  mind  the  principle  of  a  vuunmuan  of  conttruiout 
tenure  of  eight  years  in  any  given  residence  in  the  United 
States  of  America.” 

Limitation  thus  of  the  highest  ranking  officials  of  our 
Methodist  ministry  reflects  the  church’s  conviction  of  the 
dangers  of  the  long  pastorate.  The  dangers  thereof 
are  accentuated  in  that  the  legislation  back  to  the  time 
limit  thus  begins  at  the  top.  Local  pastoral  conviction 
was  in  the  ascendancy  at  the  Conference  and  definitely 
registered  itself.  To  complete  the  legislation,  which  is 
inevitable,  the  lajnmen,  when  their  turn  comes,  if  not  in 
General  Conference,  surely  in  their  local  churches,  will 
fix  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  local  pastor  in  any  given 
charge.  It  is  they  who  in  this  democratic  age  will  decide 
on  the  “better  results”  being  wrought  by  any  given  pas¬ 
torate,  long  or  short. 

Pastors  have  no  reason  to  chafe  under  the  tendency 
back  to  the  time  limit.  In  these  restless  times,  moving 
is  in  order.  It  means  relief  to  both  the  group  and  the 
administrator.  It  is  reversion  to  the  secret  of  Methodist 
successes  in  the  past :  some  people  thereby  getting  better 
leaders  and  some  leaders  getting  better  people.  The  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  fixed  pastorate  works  hardships,  both 
on  those  people  who  cannot  get  good  pastors  and  on  those 
congregations  who  are  not  strong  enough  to  get  rid  of 
the  “bad”  pastor.  Rotation  is  the  democratic  way. 
There  is  always  a  place  for  every  pastor  and  a  pastor 
for  every  place. 

Failing  to  recognize  the  trend  of  the  times,  some  pas¬ 
tors  clamor  to  remain  long  after  their  usefulness  has  been 
exhausted  in  a  given  congregation.  They  determine  on 
returning.  They  resort  to  unchristian  tactics  to  force 
themselves  on  the  people.  The  most  abused  way  is  to 
get  across  to  the  appointing  powers  a  set  of  resolutions 
for  their  returp  to  that  “field  of  labor.”  Such  “resolu¬ 
tions”  are  frequently  sent  up  on  behalf  of  the  pastor  by 
a  self -seeking  minority  of  his  membership;  or  it  is  sent 
by  the  scheming  type  of  church  official  whose  only  claim 
to  church  notoriety  rests  on  his  political  wit.  Not  infre¬ 


quently  committees  pass  these  publicly  while  privately 
through  the  mails  they  send  to  the  appointing  powers  a 
set  of  resolutions  of  the  opposite  import — a  species  of 
holy  hypocrisy. 

All  too  frequently  a  small  minority  within  a  given 
parish  having  long  been  favorites  of  the  administration’s 
rule  of  favoritism,  become  so  entrenched  in  authority  as 
to  constitute  a  veritable  machine,  self-perpetuating;  all 
because  the  appointing  powers  are  not  cognizant  of  the 
inside  facts,  which  the  middleman  keeps  scrupulously 
suppressed.  At  the  last  General  Conference  there  was 
more  than  one  formal  complaint  lodged  with  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Episcopacy  of  the  rule  of  favoritism  and  ma¬ 
chine-building  for  episcopal  presidential  perpetuation 
even  in  certain  episcopal  areas.  It  was  apprehension  of 
the  increase  of  the  evils  of  such  alleged  unholy  trafficking 
that  formed  the  basis  of  the  bold  legislation  against  long 
episcopal  residence  in  any  given  territory  at  the  Spring- 
field  General  Confer^ce.  Time  has  vindicated  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  that  legislation.  Everywhere  both  laymen  and 
ministers  are  less  restive  under  the  restrictions  which  that 
legislation  provides. 

Faithful  application  of  the  rule  in  the  spirit  of  the 
General  Conference  to  pastors,  district  superintendents, 
and  bishops  alike  will  work  no  harm  on  these  and  will  make 
for  the  greatest  degree  of  satisfaction,  contentment,  and 
progress  on  the  part  of  those  under  the  sway  of  our  sev¬ 
eral  administrative  officers  under  Methodism’s  polity. 
The  people  who  are  to  be  “pastored,”  “superintended,” 
and  “administered,”  in  many  cases  the  truly  long-suffer¬ 
ing  people  have  a  right  to  relief.  Otherwise  there  will  be 
larger  falling  off  in  church  membership  than  is  now  being 
recorded.  This  is  “food  for  thought.”  The  Springfield 
General  Conference  was  eminently  wise  in  limiting  the 


district  superintendency  to  six  consecutive  years,  and  in 
urging  more  frequent  changes  in  presidency  of  Annual 
Conferences  together  with  the  maximum  of  continuous 
tenure  of  ei^t-years’  residence  in  any  given  episcopal 
area  in  the  United  States  as  promotive  of  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  whole  church. 


4 


Lincoln  Conference  Epworth  League 

Institute 


The  first  annual  Epworth  League  institute  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  District,  Lincoln '  Conference, 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  held  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  District  Conference  at  Shepards  Chapel, 
Manhattan,  Kans.,  July  4-10,  1927. 

Monday,  3  P.  M.,  faculty  meeting,  the  Rev.  M.  W. 
Clair,  Jr.,  presiding.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  B.  R.  Booker, 
the  Rev.  F.  J.  Bryant,  and  others  were  present.  On 
Monday  evening  we  had  what  was  known  as  “ice-break¬ 
ing,”  during  which  time  the  faculty  and  visitors  were 
introduced,  and  Tuesday  morning  found  us  all  ready  for 
work. 

The  “morning  watch”  was  made  a  special  feature  of 
the  day’s  work  and  was  well  attended  throughout  the  ses¬ 
sion.  The  class  work  was  from  8.80  to  12.15.  Each  in¬ 
structor  handled  with  care  and  efficiency  the  work  as¬ 
signed  him,  and  the  students  were  very  much  interested 
and  pleased  with  the  work.  The  afternoons  were  given 
over  to  the  work  of  the  District  Conference  and  recrea¬ 
tion  for  the  Leaguers,  which  was  enjoyed  by  all. 


The  Revs.  Bryant,  Walker,  and  Streeter  preached 
very  efficient  sermons  during  the  Conference.  We  were 
blessed  with  the  presence  of  Dr.  L.  H.  King  and  Dr. 

F.  H.  Butler.  Both  delivered  wholesome  and  inspiring 
addresses  that  will  ever  live  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
of  Manhattan.  A  very  interesting  and  illustrative  lec¬ 
ture  was  given  by  Miss  Hooks,  a  missionary  from  Africa. 

The  persons  who  constituted  the  faculty  were:  the 
Revs.  M.  W.  Clair,  Jr.,  dean;  B.  R.  Booker,  F.  J.  Bry¬ 
ant,  G.  S.  Sawyer,  M.  L.  Macky,  J.  B.  Walker,  and  Mrs. 

B.  R.  Booker. 

The  pastor.  Rev.  G.  T.  Saxton,  and  his  members 
stretched  every  nerve  to  make  things  convenient  and  com¬ 
fortable  for  all  present.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be 
given  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Donnell  for  the  excellent  way  in 
which  he  handled  the  food  supply. 

On  Saturday  night  the  Epworth  League  institute  . 
closed  with  a  camp-fire  meeting,  conducted  by  the  Rev.^ 
B.  R.  Booker,  in  which  many  of  the  citizens  took  part.  ^ 
— (Miss)  Lois  Saxton,  Reporter. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Dr.  Murlin  Explains 

E  are  very  glad  to  print  the  following  communi¬ 
cation  from  President  L.  H.  Mublin,  of  DePauw 
University,  giving  his  side  of  the  controversy 
over  the  postponement  of  the  abolition  of  compulsory  drill 
at  DePauw  University: 

July  25,  1927. 

To  the  Contributing  Editor: 

Deak  Sot: 

If  the  president  of  DePauw  is  the  autocratic  and  perverse  crea¬ 
ture  you  draw  in  your  editorial  of  July  14th  he  is  not  fit  to  occupy 
that  office  thirty-four  hours,  much  less  to  be  in  the  midst  of  ms 
thirty-fourth  year  of  service  as  a  college  president.  Waiving  pre¬ 
liminaries  and  incidents  equally  unfair,  I  come  to  the  heart  of  the 
issue  which  your  editorial  puts  in  a  very  false  light. 

The  first  facility  vote  on  the  question  of  compulsory  training  in  the 
R.  O.  T.  C.  was  at  a  regular  meeting;  out  of  sixty  possible  votes  the 
result  was  19  to  12  ageist  it.  Many  members,  not  knowing  that  a 
vote  was  to  be  taken,  were  not  present  or  not  prepared  to  v^e;  they 
later  expressed  a  desire  that  the  vote  be  retuen;  others  suggested 
that  some  did  not  like  to  vote  against  the  president’s  well-iraown 
views.  He  bad  never  discussed  the  question  in  faculty,  among  stu¬ 
dents,  or  elsewhere,  except  with  a  few  who  came  to  his  office  and 
requested  a  conference  on  this  question;  and  with  the  Committee  on 
Educational  Policy.  On  all  questions  before  the  faculty  he  has 
always  invited  freest,  fullest,  and  frankest  discussion  and  action  with¬ 
out  the  least  embarrassment  to  anybody,  and  has  not  departed  from 
his  usual  custom  of  over  thirty  years  in  this  matter. 

To  make  it  easy  for  all  to  vote  without  let  or  hindrance,  the 
faculty  was  asked  to  vote  again  through  ballots  placed  in  their 
hands,  to  be  signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  person  or  sent  by  mail 
to  a  clerk  in  the  Registrar’s  office;  she  alone  was  to  open  and  count 
the  ballots,  and  to  report  the  results  to  the  secretary  of  the  faculty, 
who  is  strong  in  his  opposition  to  compulsory  training  in  the  R.  O. 
T.  C.  After  he  had  made  public  the  result  she  was  to  destroy  the 
ballots.  All  who  know  this  woman  know  that  there  could,  by  no 
possibility,  be  any  knowledge  as  to  who  voted,  or  how  they  voted. 

The  vote  w.as  against  cpmpulsory  R.  O.  T.  C.  28  to  22,  ten  mem¬ 
bers  not  voting.  I  reported  to  you,  as  I  bad  promised  I  would,  at 
the  earliest  moment.  I  felt  much  relief  that  the  question  was  set- 
)  tied.  What  happened  next,  as  related  below,  has  not  changed  this 
action  of  the  faculty. 

Two  years  ago  a  student  council  was  asked  to  promote  co¬ 
operation  between  students  and  faculty  in  determining  and  admin¬ 
istering  college  policies.  The  faculty,  however,  has  never  yielded  its 
sole  authority,  and  has  never  failed  to  assume  full  responsibility  for 
final  action  on  policies  or  administration.  The  plan  has  worked  with 
great  satisfaction.  Many  important  and  perplexing  problems  have 
been  solved  by  the  students  themselves  through  this  co-operative 
counsel,  advice  and  service. 

It  was  understood  from  the  beginning,  therefore,  that  the  vote  on 
compulsory  R.  O.  T.  C.  was  to  come  to  the  students,  among  whom, 
it  was  frequently  said,  the  sentiment  was  much  stronger  against 
compulsory  R.  O.  T.  C.  than  it  was  in  the  faculty.  I  believed  this 
to  be  true. 

In  answer  to  my  suggestion,  and  in  accordance  with  their  request, 
the  student  council,  themselves  voting  8  to  6  in  favor  of  compimory 
R.  O.  T.  C.,  asked  the  student  cadet  officials  to  conduct  a  referendum. 
The  students  favored  compulsory  R.  O.  T.  C.  by  a  larm  majority. 
But  neither  the  student  council,  nor  the  students’  vote  decided  any¬ 
thing.  After  this  result  of  referendum  vote  among  the  students  was 
verified  and  reported  to  the  student  council,  that  body  unanimously 
petitioned  the  president  and  faculty  to  continue  compulsory 
R.  O.  T.  C. 

I  could  not  deny  to  a  large  minority  of  the  faculty  the  privilege 
of  voting  on  so  important  a  question  when  they  reouested  that 
privilege;  nor  could  I  withhold  from  the  faculty  this  student  petition 
addressed  to  the  president  and  faculty.  I  suggested,  however,  that 
the  petition  apply  only  to  1927-28,  awaiting  a  careful  and  dispas¬ 
sionate  study,  by  faculty  and  students,  of  the  National  Defense  Act 
and  its  purpose  and  spirit  as  revealed  in  the  present  administration 
of  the  R.  O.  T.  C.  under  the  Coedidge,  Davis,  Summerall,  Axton  per¬ 
sonnel:  after  such  study  another  student  referendum  would  be  held 
and  a  final  vote  taken  by  the  faculty.  The  faculty  favored  this 
petition  by  a  vote  of  28  to  7  (a  larger  vote  and  a  much  more 
decisive  majority  than  that  of  the  first  vote). 

Thus  by  request  of  the  students,  and  by  vote  of  the  faculty  com¬ 
pulsory  R.  O.  T.  C.  is  continued  for  a  year,  and  a  student  referendum 
and  faculty  vote,  by  order  of  the  faculty,  is  to  be  held  at  a  con¬ 
venient  time  within  the  year.  No  faculty  action  “has  been  rescinded 
through  the  opposition  of  President  Murlin’’;  nor  has  President 
Murlin  ever  worked  “for  the  reversal  of  the  action.”  From  the 
beginning  he  has  accepted  for  himself  as  final  the  vote  of  the  Com- 
I  mMee  on  Educational  Policy  and  the  first  vote  of  the  faculty.  But 
I  absent  faculty  minorities  and  student  majorities  have  a  right  to  fair 
treatment. 

I  have  not  been  concerned  to  retain  the  R.  O.  T.  C.  in  DePauw. 
Twice  I  urged  the  Committee  on  Educational  Policy  to  recommend 


that  the  faculty  request  the  government  to  withdraw  the  detail  at 
the  expiration  of  the  commandant’s  normal  term,  June  80,  1926.  I 
promised  to  join  in  this  request  and  recommendation.  This  the 
committee  would  not  accept. 

I  have  been  deeply  concerned  for  two  thinn,  namely,  that  there 
should  be  a  calm,  dispassionate  study  of  the  National  Defense  Act 
and  its  operation  as  illustrated  in  the  administration  of  the 
R.  O.  T.  C.  through  the  Coolidge,  Summerall,  Axton  personnel;  and 
second,  that  all,  students  and  faculty,  shall  be  satisfied  that  they 
have  had  a  full  and  fair  part  in  the  decision  reached,  remembering 
always  that  the  faculty  have  final  decision  and  authority. 

Faithfully  yours, 

(Signed)  L.  H.  Mnaux. 

[It  is  only  fair  to  state  that  one  matter  to  which  Doc¬ 
tor  Murlin  devotes  so  much  attention — that  of  the  hon¬ 
esty  of  the  conduct  of  the  Faculty  vote  by  mail,  was  never 
questioned  in  the  editorial  mentioned  or  remotely  sug¬ 
gested.] 

Missionary  Education  Movement 

This  year  marks  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
Missionary  Education  Movement.  Organized  in 
1902  as  the  “Young  People’s  Missionary  Move¬ 
ment,”  it  has  rendered  to  the  churches  a  quarter  century 
of  fundamental  and  far-reaching  service,  the  value  of 
which  cannot  be  measured  by  any  statistical  test.  So 
quietly  and  so  unobtrusively  has  its  work  been  done  that 
the  service  has  often  passed  unnoticed  even  by  those  who 
profited  most  from  it.  This  organization  pioneered  the 
way  for  mission  study  in  the  churches  and  has  had  charge 
of  the  educational  preparation  of  mission  study  books 
which  have  been  used  by  practically  all  different  Prot¬ 
estant  denominations  in  the  country.  It  has  made  a  large 
contribution  to  the  steady  increase  in  missionary  inter¬ 
est  and  knowledge  which  have  been  such  an  outstanding 
feature  of  the  church  life  in  the  United  States  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  twentieth  century. 

The  Missionary  Education  Movement  was  one  of  the 
first  organizations  to  which  the  word  “movement”  was  at¬ 
tached.  .  But  it  has  differed  from  many  of  the  movements 
of  recent  years  in  that  it  has  always  been  entirely  without 
the  paraphernalia  which  has  so  frequently  accompanied 
everything  labelled  “movement.”  It  has  never  bombarded 
the  world  with  a  large  battalion  of  secretaries ;  it  has 
never  prqduced  a  high-powered  drive  for  funds,  nor  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  loud  fanfare  of  propaganda.  It  has  stuck  to 
its  one  educational  task — the  indispensable  basic  service 
of  giving  knowledge  and  inspiration  concerning  the  For¬ 
eign  and  Home  Missionary  task  of  the  churches.  Never 
has  it  been  more  effective  than  at  the  present  time  under 
the  able  editorial  leadership  of  Franklin  D.  Cogswell. 

This  twenty-fifth  anniversary  year  is  marked  by  the 
publication  of  two  of  the  most  valuable  volumes  of  its 
whole  career.  These  two  books  are  both  general  in  char¬ 
acter  and  meet  a  very  great  need  of  this  day,  when  the 
whole  missionary  enterprise  is  undergoing  revaluation  in 
the  face  of  changed  conditions.  These  books  are:  The 
Adventure  of  the  Church:  A  Study  of  the  Missionary 
Genius  of  Christianity,  by  Samuel  McCbea  Cavert  ;  and 
New  Paths  for  Old  Purposes:  World  Challenges  to  Chris¬ 
tianity  in  Oilr  Generation,  by  Margaret  E.  Burton. 
Both  of  these  books  swing  around  the  whole  world  horizon. 
They  take  in  both  Home  and  Foreign  Missions  in  their 
view  and  tell  the  story  in  concrete  picture  of  intense 
interest.  L. 
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It’s  Just  a  Small  Church 


A  Look  at  the  Problems  and  Powers  of  the  Smaller  Church 


By  Paul  Barton 
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ters  is  in  the  small-salarj  list.  The 
larger  salaries  make  the  average  a 
maximum  amount  for  most  of  them.” 

The  same  principle  applies  to  the 
average  membership. 

The  small  church  is  here, — and  it  is 
everywhere. 

Nobody  Loves  the  Small  Church 

It  seems  that  an  institution  so  uni¬ 
versal  should  receive  much  consideration 
and  care.  But  we  have  been  so  anxious 
to  have  big  churches  that  the  small 
churches  have  escaped  from  view. 

Take,  for  example,  the  simple  matter  of 
programs  for  special  days.  How  can 
the  ordinary  small  Sunday  school  be 
expected  to  successfully  stage  on  a 
platform  fifteen  feet  square  a  program 
involving  fifty  or  more  persons.  Yet 
that  is  the  agony  that  thousands  of 
committees  go  through  every  year  at 
Christmas,  Easter,  Children’s  Day, 
and  other  special  occasions.  The  big 
churches,  with  plenty  of  talent  capable 
of  creating  unique  programs,  find 
ready-made  material  in  abundance.  The  little  church, 
with  no  one  on  its  staff  competent  to  create  a  program, 
finds  nothing  suited  to  its  need.  The  above  is  given  in 
illustration  rather  than  proof.  Our  assertion  is  that 
the  whole  program  and  procedure  of  Methodism,  and  for 
that  matter  of  Protestantism,  to-day  is  organized  very 
largely  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  large  church,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  the  small  churches  are  far  more  numerous 
than  the  large  ones. 

Advantages  of  the  Small  Church 

Some  day,  perhaps,  the  world  will  once  more  escape 
from  the  spell  of  size.  Big  things  are  not  always  the 
best.  Size  is  not  the  only  criterion  of  value.  In  a  small 
community,  why  should  the  church  not  be  small  ?  It  seems 
to  be  the  order  just  now  for  humorists  to  poke  fun  at 
anything  that  is  small.  Hence  the  Ford  car  and  the 
small  town  are  considered  proper  subjects  for  ridicule. 
Such  a  sense  of  humor  is  itself  ridiculous.  Some  belated 
day  we  may  possibly  be  able  to  see  how  humorous  is  our 
idea  of  humor.  The  frantic  efforts  in  some  quarters 
to  build  big  churches  in  the  open  country  or  small  com¬ 
munity  are  simply  amusing. 

Christianity  emphasizes  the  personal  touch,  and  the 
small  church  cultivates  this.  Everybody  knows  every¬ 
body  else.  The  large  church  boasts  of  its  Bible  class 
of  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  men.  But  do  they  learn 
as  much  as  the  men  in  the  class  of  a  dozen  in  the  small 
church?  Educators  prefer  the  small  group  for  instruc¬ 
tion.  Jesus  did  some  of  His  best  preaching  to  audiences 
of  one  or  two. 

'  The  small  church  gives  a  chance  to  the  small  man. 
He  can  find  a  place  on  its  official  list.  It  gives  a  chance 
to  the  small  preacher.  He  might  not  be  able  to  preach 
to  please  the  throng.  But  before  the  few  he  can  give 
his  testimony.  The  singer  and  teacher  of  mediocre  talent 
can  exercise  themselves  here.  It  is  easier  to  get  acquainted 
in  the  small  church,  easier  to  find  your  place,  perhaps 
easier  to  find  your  Grod,  for  you  are  not  elbowed  by  the 
throng.  That  is  why  “the  little  brown  church  in  the 
vale”  is  “so  dear”  to  multitudes  of  Americans  who  worship 


in  large  city  churches.  It  was 'in  the 
little  wayside  church  that  they  found 
God.  “For  who  hath  despised  the  day 
of  small  things?”  After  all,  the  small 
churches  have  fed  the  big  ones. 

Advantages  of  the  Large  Church 

The  advantage  of  the  large  church 
is  primarily  commercial.  It  can  buy 
its  collection  envelopes  and  supplies  of 
every  kind  cheaper  than  the  small 
church,  for  it  buys  in  quantity.  The 
Methodist  Book  Concern  doesn’t  ob¬ 
serve  this  common  commercial  custom 
of  favoring  the  large  buyer,  but,  then, 
that  consideration  for  the  small  church 
is  rather  exceptional.  The  plan  of 
selling  the  Epworth  Herald  and  other 
periodicals  in  clubs  distinctly  favors 
the  large  church.  The  large  church 
has  a  great  advantage  in  employing  a 
minister  because  of  the  buying  power  of 
numbers.  The  large  church  can  em¬ 
ploy  a  staff  of  workers  and  allow  them 
to  specialize  in  various  phases  of  its 
work.  Only  one  man  is  needed  to 
The  other  workers  can  concentrate  on  other 
And  the  preacher  can  concentrate  on  his. 

In  some  sense  the  very  fact  that  the  large  church  does 
not  have  the  close  personal  touch  that  the  small  church 
has  is  an  advantage.  It  is  quite  as  bad  to  be  too  personal 
as  it  is  to  be  cold  and  icy.  No  man  is  a  hero  to  his  own 
valet.  Perhaps  one  reason  so  few  of  the  pastors  of  small 
churches  achieve  a  reputation  compared  with  that  of  pas¬ 
tors  of  large  churches  is  that  the  people  know  them  too 
well.  The  man  in  the  large  church  shelters  himself  and 
reinforces  his  influence  by  escaping  too  close  personal 
scrutiny  in  the  midst  of  the  throng. 

The  large  church  has  an  advantage  in  organizing 
its  membership  for  work.  The  larger  the  number  of 
people,  the  more  varied  their  talents.  Many  a  small 
church  has  about  exhausted  its  resources  of  workers  when 
is  has  organized  the  board  of  stewards.  The  large  church 
has  many  competent  people  left  to  put  to  work  at  tasks 
of  evangelism,  missionary  activity,  young  people’s  work, 
social  activities,  etc. 

Most  ,of  these  things  would  be  true  even  if  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  large  church  and  the  small  church  was 
simply  a  difference  of  numbers.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  large  church  attracts  to  itself  people  of  talent  and 
people  of  wealth,  so  here  is  an  accretion  of  advantages. 
Then  there  is  the  sheer  fascination  of  numbers.  People 
follow  the  crowd.  The  preacher  is  stimulated  to  preach 
better  when  before  so  many  hearers.  And  if  he  preaches 
no  better  sermon  than  his  neighbor  pastor  in  the  small 
church,  the  people  will  believe  it  was  better  because  they 
have  been  inspired  by  the  multitude  of  worshippers  as 
well  as  by  the  sermon.  So  the  preacher  in  the  “big 
church”  gets  to  himself  a  name  of  being  a  “big  preacher.” 
And  the  preacher  in  the  small  church  likewise  gets  to  him¬ 
self  a  name,  only  of  a  different  kind. 

s  The  Battleground  for  the  Future 

The  future  destinies  of  Christianity  are  being  deter¬ 
mined  now  in  the  heroic  struggle  that  is  being  waged  by 
our  small  churches.  Our  few  large  churches  can  scarcely 
survive  if  the  multitude  of  small  churches  suffer  complete 
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collapse.  And  few  seem  to  realize  how  serious  is  the  threat 
to  the  small  church.  Thousands  of  small  churches 
throughout  America  are  already  abandoned.  And  every¬ 
where  the  small  church  is  having  a  battle  royal  for  bare 
survival.  The  enemies  of  the  small  church  are  many — 
the  attraction  of  the  big  church,  the  attractions  of  pleas¬ 
ure,  the  evils  of  sectarianism,  the  economic  ills  that  have 
cmne  to  country  and  small  town,  the  migration  of  pop¬ 
ulation  to  the  city,  and  other  economic,  social,  and  re¬ 
ligious  factors  have  all  rendered  her  position  most  pre¬ 
carious.  The  most  distressing  signal  is  the  almost  total 
disappearance  of  churches  of  a  medium  strength.  There 
is  a  small  group  of  large  city  churches.  There  are  many 
small  struggling  churches  in  all  sorts  of  communities. 
But  the  number  of  churches  in  between  is  in  a  perilous 
decline.  The  rural  church  has  almost  vanished  except  as 
a  missionary  enterprise.  Shall  the  small-town  church  also 
be  allowed  to  succumb?  Shall  Cb’’’'<'ianity  be  left  as  a 
privilege  only  of  a  few  in  the  great  cities?  In  the  strug¬ 
gles  of  the  small  church,  Christianity  is  at  close  grips  with 
disaster. 

Give  the  Small  Church  a  Chance 

The  small  church  is  entitled  to  a  fair  chance.  In  some 
situations,  this  simply  means  a  chance  to  function  effi¬ 
ciently  in  its  small  way.  The  church  must  escape  from 
the  criterion  of  size  in  its  judgment  of  preachers  and 
churches.  A  small  diamond  is  worth  more  than  a  big 
grindstone.  And  John  Fletcher,  laboring  and  writing 
from  his  humble  position  as  vicar  of  Madeley,  did  vastly 
more  for  Christianity  than  some  who  have  occupied  the 
seats  of  the  mighty  but  whose  names  need  not  be  men¬ 
tioned  and  perhaps  are  forgotten  anyway. 

In  many  communities,  the  thing  the  small  church  needs 
is  a  chance  to  grow.  The  reason  we  have  so  many  small 
churches  is  because  we  have  been  so  zealous  in  multiply¬ 
ing  churches.  The  time  for  extending  the  field  is  past. 
Our  job  now  is  to  cultivate  the  field  already  occupied. 
The  insistent  cry  that  there  are  too  many  churches  speaks 


truth  and  must  be  heeded.  The  next  generation  must 
solve  the  problem  of  overchurching  and  sectarianism,  or 
witness  the  disintegration  of  Christianity.  It  is  time  to 
push  the  ideas  of  union,  comity,  "^nd  co-operation  with  a 
spirit  of  downright  desperation.  The  future  safety  of 
Christianity  demands  nothing  less. 

How  Big  a  Church? 

A  church  should  be  just  as  big  as  its  community.  This 
self-evident  principle  involves  the  application  of  the  idea 
of  a  parish  to  every  church,  whether  large  or  small.  The 
prevailing  Protestant  policy  of  planting  a  hundred 
churches  in  a  city  and  allowing  each  one  of  the  hundred 
to  take  the  whole  city  as  its  parish,  is  plainly  absurd. 
Of  course,  the  small  churches  suffer  under  such  a  scheme. 
And  what  is  worse,  they  are  put  under  the  stigma  of  fail¬ 
ure  compared  with  the  larger  churches  because  of  this 
false  policy.  Perhaps  the  time  is  not  yet  arrived  that 
we  can  designate  a  mam  a  member  of  the  church  within 
whose  parish  he  dwells  by  mere  virtue  of  his  residence 
there.  But  that  is  certainly  an  objective  to  work  toward. 
The  constituency  idea  must  ultimately  give  place  to  the 
parish  idea  in  city  and  country  alike.  Only  so  can  we  deal 
with  the  problem  of  neglected  folks,  lost  church  letters, 
overlapping  of  fields,  and  competition. 

Our  Problem 

The  problem  of  the  small  church  is  our  problem,  it  be¬ 
longs  to  us.  The  small  church  is  entitled  to  a  large  hear¬ 
ing.  It  is  both  cowardly  and  costly  to  abandon  them  to 
their  own  resources  because  they  have  not  kept  up  with 
the  large  churches.  The  wise  policy  is  to  help  them.  The 
needs  of  the  small  church  should  be  considered  fully  in 
shaping  every  policy,  in  ritual  revision,  in  hymnal  revi¬ 
sion,  in  benevolence  programs  and  plans,  in  religious  edu¬ 
cational  policies,  etc.,  etc.  The  major  battle  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  to-day  is  being  waged  by  and  in  the  small  church. 
The  situation  calls  for  study,  help,  and  prayer. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


A  Britisher  Looks  at  America 

I.  Trailing  the  Prohibition  Question  Across  the  Continent 

By  Samuel  Horton 

Secretary  of  ike  Metropolitan  Free  Church  Federation,  London;  Ex-President  of  the  Primitive  Methodist  Conference 


ONE  night  a  little  group  of  men  were  discussing 
prohibition  in  the  National  Liberal  Club,  London. 
Various  views  were  expressed  as  to  its  efficiency 
as  a  solution  to  the  drink  problem.  Several  articles  had 
appeared  in  the  London  dailies,  which  set  forth  in  strong 
language  its  weaknesses,  and  in  which  the  conclusion  was 
drawn  that  America  was  far  worse  under  prohibition  than 
before.  It  was  felt  by  several  members  of  the  group  that 
the  whole  story  was  not  being  told,  and  that  there  was 
behind  the  articles  the  prejudices  of  vested  interests.  One 
of  the  most  influential  of  the  group  remarked:  “I  wish 
somebody  could  go  out  and  bring  us  back  a  really  un¬ 
prejudiced  view ;  a  man  who  would  see  things  through  his 
own  eyes,  and  who  has  the  courage  to  state  the  facts,  what¬ 
ever  they  may  be.”  To  my  surprise,  another  member  of 
the  group  said:  “Here  is  the  very  man  we  want,”  laying 
his  hand  on  my  shoulder.  For  the  moment,  I  treated  it 


as  a  huge  joke,  but  when  the  opinion  was  enthusiastically 
endorsed  by  every  member  of  the  group,  I  began  to  think 
seriously  of  the  proposition.  After  mentioning  the  matter 
to  several  leaders  of  the  churches,  all  of  whom  urged  me 
to  accede  to  the  request,  I  made  arrangements  to  come  out 
to  fulfill  this  commission. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Metropolitan  Free  Church  Fed¬ 
eration,  of  which  I  am  the  secretary,  had  determined  on  a 
great  peace  campaign  next  year,  when  Dr.  Norwood  is  to 
be  the  president,  and  it  was  suggested  that  while  I  was  out, 
I  should  try  to'  “sense”  the  mind  of  the  leaders  of  thought 
in  America  on  the  question  of  world  peace.  With  this  dual 
commission,  and  with  a  considerable  sense  of  trepidation 
and  responsibility,  I  embarked  on  the  “Berengaria.” 

On  the  voyage  I  soon  learned  how  deep  the  division 
of  opinion  is  among  the  Americans  themselves  on  prohi¬ 
bition.  It  was  interesting  to  hear  one  man  vehemently 
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concerns,  besides  numberless 
conversations  on  long  railway 
journeys. 

Prosperity  and  Drink 

Coming  from  a  country 
where  unemployment  is  a  nor¬ 
mal  factor,  and  where,  at  the 
present  time,  there  is  one 
million  and  a  half  unemployed, 
one  could  not  help  but  be  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  ceaseless 
activity  and  abounding  indus¬ 
trial  prosperity  everywhere. 
Of  course,  one  of  the  questions 
I  tried  to  solve  was  how  much 
prohibition  had  to  do  with  the 
fact  that  unemployment  is  a 
negligible  quantity  in  Amer¬ 
ica,  and  that  everywhere  the 
people  seemed  to  have  plenty 
of  money  to  spend.  I  found 
opinion  keenly  divided  on  this 
matter.  My  own  investiga¬ 
tions  led  me  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  elimination  of  capital 
from  an  unproductive  in¬ 
dustry  such  as  the  drink 
le  tremendous  exodus  there  trade,  and  the  employment  of  it  in  other  and  more  legiti- 
countries  to  America.  One  mate  trades,  must  be  put  down  as  one  of  the  most  power- 
ressed  me  was  the  power  ful  factors,  if  JJbt  the  most  potent  of  all  the  forces  which 
ng  these  alien  populations,  have  brought  about  the  present  condition  of  things. 

:  less,  citizens  of  the  land  I  found  that,  broadly ,  speaking,  the  Prptes^nt 
jrary  commenced  at  New  churches  speak  with  one  voice  upon  this  subject.  The 
to  Pittsburgh,  Columbus,  Methodists,  Presbyterians,' -Baptists,  Churches  of  Christ, 
I,  Omaha,  Lincoln,  Denver,  Congregationalists,  and  in  a  less  pronounced  way,  Epis- 
»t.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  Phila-  copalians,  all  have  made  up  their  minds  that  prohibition 
places.  is  a  very  good  thing  and  has  come  to  stay.  The  Catholic 

Church  speaks  with  two  voices,  but  I  gathered  that  opin- 
l  Voices  ion  is  ripening  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of  the  “dry” 

of  gratitude  to  the  heads  program.  The  heads  of  universities  and  educationalists 
;  secretaries  of  the  Young  generally,  I  discovered,  were  almost  unanimous  in  favor 
,  the  agents  of  the  Anti-  prohibition.  So  also  is  the  large  and  efficient  class 
)f  the  Federal  Council  of  "'I'o  declare  they  have  an  opportunity  with  their  chil- 
ble  help  they  rendered  me  dren  far  superior  to  what  they  had  in  the  old  liquor  days, 
e  right  kind  of  people.  One  business  also  spoke  emphatically  for  prohibition, 

was  that  I  should  find  the  I  informed  that  one  large  motor  firm  was  pre- 

n  so  busy  as  to  refuse  to  pared  to  spend  ten  per  cent  of  its  profits  to  prevent 
I  matters  with  a  stranger  any  modification  of  the  Volstead  Act.  Women’s  organ- 
feared  that  would  be  so  izations  I  found  almost  unanimous  for  the  continuance 
1  “wet”  interests.  It  was  the  “dry”  policy,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
for  I  interviewed  senators,  the  greatest  bulwark  against  reaction  would  be  found 
heads  of  universities,  and  amongst  the  women.  One  State  attorney  gave  it  as  his 
itions;  the  police,  the  gov-  opinion  that  a  large  majority  of  the  wives  of  “wet” 
eads  of  big  businesses,  the  voters  would  vote  “dry.”  On  the  other  hand,  I  was 
,  shopkeepers,  porters,  and  greatly  impressed  with  the  number  of  men  belonging  to 
imunity,  and  in  no  single  ^^e  working  classes  who  are  advocates  of  the  modification 
)gether  it  was  a  very  illu-  t^e  law  so  as  to  be  able  to  obtain  light  wines  and  beer. 

•  that  I  might  get  a  pretty  m  t  •  i  n  -n  i 

j  of  the  people,  I  went  at  Too  Little  Stress  on  Education 

louses — about  which  I  shall  “We  are  all  ‘wets’  here,”  said  a  foreman  of  one  de¬ 

le  later.  My  experiences  partment  in  a  huge  packing  concern.  I  interviewed 
a  circus ;  a  morning  spent  waiters,  porteri,  car  men,  railway  employees,  and  other 
:ion  of  the  judge,  by  whose  representatives  of  the  artisan  classes,  and  I  should  say 
al  cases;  a  church  picnic;  of  these  men  sixty  per  cent  were  in  favor  of  modifica- 
it  in  slumming  hunting  for  tion.  I  heard  the  leaders  of  the  churches  and  temperance 
number  of  large  industrial  organizations  speak  very  confidently  as  to  the  future. 


Courlety  of  New  York  Herald  Trilmne 

PARK  AVENUE— NEW  TORE  CITY 
The  Oreateet  Concentration  of  Wealth  the  World  Hat 
Ever  Known 
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and  on  the  whole  1  think  their  optimism  is  justified;  but 
I  am  quite  sure  that  many  of  them  underrate  the  forces 
among  the  uneducated  classes  which,  if  skillfully  organ¬ 
ized,  could  jeopardize  the  good  that  has  already  been 
done.  If  1  may  say  so  as  an  impartial  critic,  where  I 
think  a  mistake  is  being  made  is  that  the  ‘‘dry”  forces  are 
trusting  too  much  to  political  action  and  too  little  to 
education.  Another  danger  lies  in  the  apathy  of  even 
good  folks  to  the  tremendous  consequences  which  are 
wrapped  up  in  this  experiment.  Something  ought  to 
be  done  to  get  at  the  conscience  of  the  Christian  people 
who  have  a  vote,  but  who  do  not  trouble  to  use  it.  If  all 
the  members  of  the  Christian  churches  could  realize  the 
seriousness  of  the  situation,  and  would  make  it  a  con¬ 
scientious  duty  to  go  to  the  ballot  box,  the  situation 
would  certainly  be  saved.  There  is  growing  up  a  genera¬ 
tion  of  young  men  and  women  who  have  never  known  the 
evils  that  gather  round  the  saloon,  and  when  talking 
with  some  of  these  I  was  astonished  to  find  how  little 
interest  they  seemed  to  take  in  this  great  moral  issue. 
If  ever  America  goes  back  on  prohibition,  the  guilt  will 
lie  at  the  door  of  the  men  who  allow  small  personal  in¬ 
terests  to  interfere  with  their  duty  of  going  to  the  bal¬ 
lot  box. 

I  Visit  the  Movies 

I  spent  more  nights  seeing  the  “movies”  than  I  have 
spent  in  all  my  life  before;  but  as  one  of  the  vexed  ques¬ 
tions  at  home  is  the  character  of  many  films  which  reach 


us  from  America,  I  determined  to  see  what  sort  of  pic¬ 
tures  were  being  presented  over  there.  I  am  not  sure 
whether  the  churches  have  realized  to  their  full  the  tre¬ 
mendous  importance  of  the  pictures  as  a  factor  in  form¬ 
ing  the  character  of  young  America.  I  think  if  they 
did,  there  would  be  far  more  effort  made  to  purify  and 
elevate  the  picture  house.  Of  all  the  films  I  saw,  only 
three  could  be  designated  as  really  helpful  in  making 
character  of  the  type  that  ennobles  citizenship.  The  worst 
that  could  be  said  against  most  of  the  others  was  that 
they  were  silly  and  absolutely  untrue  to  life.  But  there 
were  some  which  were  vulgarly  suggestive  of  the  baser 
passions,  and  one  was  sorry  to  see  with  what  eagerness 
they  were  watched  by  the  crowds  of  young  people.  A 
few  pictures  were  evidently  designated  as  skits  on  pro¬ 
hibition  in  which  the  humor  was  not  sufficient  to  atone 
for  the  bad  taste  if  respect  for  the  law  needs  to  be  in¬ 
culcated.  The  worst  feature  of  all,  to  my  mind,  was  the 
constant  presentation  of  fighting  and  bloodshed.  Murder 
was  presented  and  the  pistol  drawn  at  the  slightest  prov¬ 
ocation,  and  I  could  not  help  but  think  that  here  may 
be  found  one  reason  why,  in  some  centers,  life  is  held 
so  cheaply.  .  If  the  churches  could  capture  the  cinema 
and  make  it  the  medium  of  intellectual  and  moral  uplift, 
they  would  have  done  far  more  good  than  by  scores 
of  sporadic  revivals.  One  feature  in  connection  with 
the  picture  houses  which  interested  and  pleased  me  w’as 
the  number  of  family  groups. 


A  Modern  Parable  of  the  Rebellious 

Woman 

By  Hazel  Murray  Beardsley 


Behold  a  certain  woman,  having  served  the  church 
for  many  days  and  years,  found  not  peace  in 
her  heart,  but  unrest  and  rebelbon.  When  she 
realized  this  she  said  within  herself,  for  she  was  a  de¬ 
vout  woman,  “This  thing  ought  not  to  be,”  and  began 
to  take  her  soul  severely  to  task  about  it.  But  her 
soul  cried  out  within  her  yet  the  more,  “Why  do  you 
torment  me  and  chastise  me?  I  am  stifling — I  must 
breathe  or  die.”  Then  was  she  alarmed,  not  knowing 
whether  to  give  heed  to  the  cry  of  her  own  soul,  or  to 
believe  it  to  be  the  voice  of  the  devil  tempting  her.  But 
her  soul  did  triumph  over  her  fears  of  evil  and  she  began 
to  consider  how  she  had  come  to  such  a  pass  and  what 
should  be  done  that  her  soul  might  breathe  and  not  die. 

She  did  consider  how,  from  her  youth  up,  she  had 
with  great  care  arranged  her  own  likes  and  dislikes  so 
that  her  life  might  fit  the  mold  of  perfection  prescribed 
by  the  church.  It  had  not  always  been  an  easy  thing  to 
do,  and  had  seldom  given  her  joy,  save  that  sense  of 
satisfaction  she  received  from  ruling  her  own  spirit.  Was 
there  a  task  no  one  else  craved,  she  did  it.  Were  there 
many  church  meetings  to  attend,  she  found  time  and 
strength  to  attend  them  all.  Were  there  societies  to  be 
maintained,  she  felt  it  her  duty  to  bear  a  large  part  of 
the  responsibility  of  maintaining  them.  But  suddenly, 
she  could  not  tell  how,  she  found  her  soul  in  rebellion 
which  surged  through  her  being  like  a  tidal  wave,  and 
swept  her  out  of  complacency — to  where,  she  did  not 
know.  For  fear  of  the  people,  she  did  hide  this  rebellion 
in  her  heart,  but  she  could  not  escape  from  it  herself. 


In  her  anxiety  she  began  to  think  things  through, 
and  to  question  whether  a  godly  life  does  really  consist 
in  the  number  of  church  duties  one  can  accomplish.  In 
her  zeal  for  doing  had  she  quite  forgotten  that  her  own 
spirit  was  the  greatest  contribution  she  could  ever  make, 
and  had  it  been  starving  while  she  had  been  busy  about 
much  serving?  Now,  she  wondered  whether  she  had  not 
placed  too  much  emphasis  on  doing  church  work  and 
not  enough  on  being  a  Christian.  If  God  was  her  Father, 
was  He  not  like  an  earthly  father,  more  interested  in 
what  she  was  than  in  what  she  could  do  for  Him  ?  Could 
it  be  that  to  have  a  Christlike  spirit  within,  allowing 
it  to  grow  and  express  itself  naturally,  was  the  essen¬ 
tial  thing  after  all?  All  her  former  convictions  did 
wither  as  grass  before  the  strength  of  this  new  convic¬ 
tion.  To  let  her  religious  activities  be  but  the  expres¬ 
sion  of  the  love  of  God  in  her  heart  seemed  reasonable 
and  sound  to  her,  and  she  determined  to  give  it  a  trial. 

This  was  to  be  no  easy  experiment,  of  that  she  was 
aware;  for  it  involved  the  dropping  of  all  church  duties 
which  had  become  mere  routine,  and  entering  into  church 
activities  only  as  participation  in  them  was  a  genuine 
expression  of  her  religious  life. 

When  she  ceased  doing  church  work  as  a  duty,  her 
life  broke  out  spontaneously  into  new  religious  impulses 
which  could  not  be  bound  by  old  traditions.  She  began 
to  worship  truly.  Religion  became  to  her  a  joy  and 
strength  such  as  she  never  before  experienced.  Sh^ 
found  peace  in  her  soul,  but  more  than  that  she  found 
a  spring  of  life  ready  to  overflow  once  it  was  freed. 


r 


August  18,  1927 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


647 


A  Mentor  of  Master  Minds 

Report  of  the  Fifth  Annual  Session  of  the  Summer  School  of  Theology  of  the 
Delaware  and  Washington  Conferences,  Held  at  Princess  Anne 
Academy,  Princess  Anne,  Md.,  July  19-29,  1927 

By  the  Rev.  Ralph  B.  Thompson 


Mentor,  the  faithful  friend  of  Ulysses,  tutor  of 
his  son  Telemachus,  survives  the  ravages  of  time 
through  the  fame  of  his  patron  and  pupil,  so 
that  his  name  signifies  a  wise  and  reliable  counselor. 
With  exceedingly  deeper  and  more  extended  meaning, 
the  Composite  Mentor  of  Master  Minds,  framed  in  the 
group  of  instructors  of  our  summer  school  of  theology, 
promises  to  live  on  through  the  fruition  of  their  labors 
with  those  who  share  in  the  benefits  of  their  teaching. 

Only  a  very  few  years  ago  the  aspiring  supply  pastor 
struggled  alone  with  the  task  of  preparing  himself  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  Conference  courses  of  study, 
appearing  at  the  session  of  the  Annual  Conference  to  be 
given  a  perfunctory  quiz ;  to  be  cast  down,  or  passed  with 
a  wink  at  his  all  too  evident  inability  to  grasp  the  studies 
prescribed.  He  needed  a  mentor,  an  adviser,  a  friendly 
and  sympathetic  guidance.  The  summer  schools  of  the¬ 
ology,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commission  on  Courses 
of  Study  of  the  Mcth^odist  Episcopal  Church,  are  the 
result  of  a  practical  and  effectual  approach  to  tliis  long- 
felt  need. 

The  aim  back  of  this  unique  seminary  is  to  insure  for 
the  undergraduate  in  the  Conference  course  of  study  the 
mastery  of  its  content ;  to  provide  a  postgraduate  course 
for  the  busy  pastor,  who  needs  to  be  revitalized  and  aided 
in  keeping  abreast  of  a  growing  task.  It  is  a  response 
to  the  urge,  to  “study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto 
God.”  There  is  an  added  value  in  evidence:  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  self-expression,  which  tends  to  discover  and 
bring  forward  men  of  marked  ability,  finding  a  place 
within  the  faculty.  Through  the  opportunity  for  reveal¬ 
ing  latent  powers  (which  the  summer  school  affords) 
there  is  found  occasionally  a  potential  genius  who  might 
otherwise  remain  dormant  and  unnoted. 

This  summer  school  of  theology  brings  together  a 
valiant  and  virile  group  of  ministers  from  over  an  ex¬ 
tensive  and  diverse  territory,  comprehended  in  the  bounds 
of  the  two  foremost  colored  Conferences  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  This  field  was  the  heart  of  early 
Methodism,  and  witnessed  the  pioneer  labors  of  Francis 
Asbury  and  his  cohorts.  It  is  yet  loyal  to  historic  Meth¬ 
odism,  holding  strategic  relationship  to  the  church  at 
large.  Here  the  roots  are  deep  and  the  defenses  strong. 
Herein  is  found  a  magnificent  opportunity  to  lengthen 
one’s  outlook  on  life ;  to  experience  the  delightful  stimulus 
of  the  impact  of  new  and  lofty  ideas;  to  acquire  (often 
through  casual  conversation)  advanced  conceptions  of 
program  and  pastoral  work ;  to  catch  the  world-view  of 
our  task  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Princess  Anne  Academy,  Dr.  T.  H.  Kiah,  principal, 
presents  very  favorable  accommodations.  It  is  an  in¬ 
stitution  of  junior  college  grade,  the  scholastic  center 
of  the  peninsula  of  Methodism ;  an  accredited  branch  of 
the  University  of  Maryland;  incorporated  with  Morgan 
College,  Baltimore.  Modem  public  buildings  and  beau¬ 


teous  cottages  adorn  its  tract  of  200  fertile  acres.  The 
facilities  of  this  college  are  at  our  disposal  without  charge. 

Officers  and  Faculty — The  Rev.  F.  J.  Handy,  dean 
of  the  school  of  theology,  an  alert  scholar  and  tireless 
workman,  must  be  credited  for  a  well-planned  program. 
The  skill  of  the  organization  behind  this  summer  school 
idea  is  excelled  only  by  the  economy  and  self-sacrifice 
of  its  operation.  It  is  a  true  school. 

The  management  does  not  lag,  because  of  the  able 
administrator.  Dr.  Ernest  Lyon,  pastor  of  Ames  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Baltimore  City. 

The  daily  devotional  exercises  were  in  charge  of  D**. 
W.  C.  Jason,  president  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Dela¬ 
ware  Conference.  He  brought  to  his  period  the  luster 
of  Greek  scholarship,  the  tact  of  an  experienced  mentor, 
the  spirit  of  a  man  of  God. 

The  Rev.  E.  O.  Parker  (an  effective  pastor  for  forty- 
eight  years)  is  the  director  of  music,  assisted  by  Dr.  R. 
W.  S.  Thomas  and  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Thompson  as  pianists. 

The  Rev.  G.  E.  Curry,  D.D.,  president  of  Board  of 
Examiners,  Washington  Conference,  in  addition  to  his 
work  as  an  instructor,  delivered  a  general  address  on 
“Books,”  an  extension  of  the  idea  of  collateral  reading. 

The  Rev.  A.  L.  Jenkins,  registrar,  Washington  Con¬ 
ference,  is  secretary  of  the  school ;  the  Rev.  H.  T.  John¬ 
son,  registrar,  Delaware  Conference,  assistant  secretary. 

The  other  teachers  are  as  follows:  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Scott,  the  Rev.  L.  S.  Moore,  the  Rev.  W.  A.  T.  Miles, 
the  Rev.  J.  T.  Fletcher,  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Henry,  the  Rev. 
J.  S.  Horsey,  J.  W.  Jewett,  of  the  Delaware  Conference; 
the  Rev.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen  (absent),  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Waters, 
the  Rev.  R.  W.  S.  Thomas,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Matthews, 
the  Rev.  W.  A.  English  (absent),  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Harper. 

Lectures.  “The  Deity  of  Our  Lord”  was  presented 
in  two  able  lectures  by  the  Rev.  W.  A.  T.  Miles,  A.M., 
B.D.,  Orange,  N.  J. 

Two  lectures,  on  “God  in  Prophecy,”  and  “God  in 
the  New  Testament,”  respectively,  were  delivered  by  Dr. 
Pczavia  O’Connell,  professor  of  philosophy  in  Morgan 
College,  Baltimore. 

Nine  discourses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Walter  H.  Loft- 
house,  district  superintendent  of  the  Poughkeepsie  Dis¬ 
trict,  New  York  Conference;  a  fresh  exposition  of  the 
book  of  Isaiah,  including  a  special  lecture  on  the  “Edu¬ 
cation  of  Jonah.”  The  issues  arising  from  Biblical  crit¬ 
icism  were  faithfully  considered.  Notable  lectures  were 
delivered  by  the  Revs.  S.  J.  Horsey,  C.  H.  Matthews,  L. 
S.  Moore,  J.  H.  Scott,  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Clemmons,  chef, 
on  “Dietetics.” 

Dr.  A.  J.  Mitchell,  Washington  Conference,  preached 
in  place  of  Dr.  C.  A.  Tindley.  Informal  addresses  were 
delivered  by  the  following  district  superintendents:  the 
Rev.  M.  A.  Thompson,  Delaware  Conference ;  the  Rev.  C. 
Y.  Trigg,  the  Rev.  R.  F.  Coates,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Carroll, 
Washington  Conference.  Other  visiting  district  super- 
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intendents :  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Jefferson,  J.  E.  A.  Johns, 
the  Rev,  T.  H.  Woodley,  Delaware  Conference.  Other 
visitors  were :  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter,  Ellicott  City, 
Md. ;  Mrs,  Lavinia  Jewett,  Montclair,  N.  J. ;  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Carroll,  who  addressed  the  school.  Attendance:  forty 
undergraduates,  including  two  women  in  local  preacher’s 
course  of  study ;  fifteen  postgraduates,  besides  many  pas¬ 
tors  visiting  for  a  day.  There  were  eight  graduates,  as 
follows:  Delaware  Conference:  A,  D.  McBride,  W.  R. 
Price,  R.  W.  Thomas,  Levin  Molock;  of  the  Washington 
Conference:  B.  F.  Hall,  G.  E.  Brashears,  J.  M.  Barnes, 
R.  A.  Green.  Four  of  the  graduates  delivered  sermons 
very  creditable  to  the  Department  of  Homiletics. 

The  annual  concert  by  the  students  was  a  worthy 
expression  of  the  literary  and  musical  talent  of  the  group ; 
receipts,  $15.  The  singing  of  Mr.  Charles  Burnett,  Bal¬ 
timore,  veteran  of  the  World  War,  who  lost  his  sight 
on  the  field  of  valor,  was  remarkable;  his  wife,  and  at¬ 
tendant,  also  sang  a  solo  in  an  admirable  way.  Mrs. 
Eva  Gordon,  soloist,  sang  with  her  usual  excellence,  A 
demonstration  of  song  with  small  children  was  given  by 
Mrs,  Lutetia  Johnson,  St.  Michaels,  Md.  A  solo  was 
sung  by  Mrs.  Allen^  a  student,  member  of  Zoar  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Philadelphia. 
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The  graduation  exercises  on  Thursday  evening  closed 
the  school  session.  Some  marks  of  improvement  over 
previous  years  are:  A  more  proficient  faculty,  with  staff 
of  lecturers  selected  for  their  known  mastery  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  treated;  improvement  in  entertainment.  Dr.  Kiah 
devoting  his  resources  to  the  best  interest  of  all ;  lectures 
following  devotional  period,  avoiding  inroads  on  class 
periods ;  an  innovation,  “The  Music  Forum,”  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Thompson ;  two  periods  of  discussion 
and  demonstration  of  singing  as  it  relates  to  church  serv¬ 
ices  ;  also  some  suggestions  on  vocalization,  leading  to 
the  conscious  understanding  of  nature’s  principle  in  mu¬ 
sic;  the  promotion  of  discussion  periods,  dealing  with 
pertinent  themes;  special  emphasis  on  written  work,  for 
credit  in  studies;  work  on  collateral  reading  and  study 
during  interim  of  Conference  year,  conducted  by  corre¬ 
spondence  between  teacher  and  student. 

There  is  no  financial  motive.  If  we  are  to  continue 
to  meet  a  rising  cost  of  maintenance,  our  constituency 
must  speedily  come  to  our  help  with  greatly  increased 
support.  If  Methodism  would  not  lose  her  scepter  of 
power  in  the  field  of  religion,  she  must  furnish  a  true 
mentor  to  keep  her  leaders  intellectually  and  spiritually 
fresh.  She  can  and  she  will. 


The  Ministers’  Conference  of  Hampton 

Institute 

,  „  By  the  Rev.  Robert  M.  Williams 

Pastor  of  Leigh  Street  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 


The  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Ministers’ 
Conference,  interdenominational,  met  at  Hamp¬ 
ton  Institute,  June  20-24.  This  campus,  nestling 
on  Hampton  Roads,  is  truly  paradisiacal  this  season  of 
the  year.  An  overworked,  jaded  group  of  ministers  and 
teachers  found  rest  amid  this  beauty. 

Dr.  Fenniger,  the  untiring  executive  secretary,  pre¬ 
sented  one  of  the  best  programs  in  the  history  of  these 
conferences.  On  June  20,  at  6.46  P.  M.,  the  executive 
board  met  for  its  annual  dinner  and  business  session.  Dr. 
.Fenniger  revealed  to  the  board  his  very  ambitious  plans 
for  these  conferences  and  asked,  very  earnestly,  that  the 
board  co-operate  with  him.  To  the  man  the  board  said, 
“Yea.” 

On  the  same  date,  at  8  P.  M.,  the  annual  sermon  was 
preached  by  that  giant  of  preachers.  Dr.  C.  A.  Tindley. 
The  beautiful  chapel  was  filled  with  teachers  and  minis¬ 
ters.  The  largest  number  of  ministers  reported  for  this 
service  than  any  other  opening  service  in  previous  years. 
They  frankly  admitted  that  they  were  present  for  the 
opening  service  because  Dr.  Tindley  was  going  to  preach. 
Others  said  they  w^re  not  much  interested  in  any  other 
part  of  the  week’s  program. 

Dr.  Tindley  did  not  disappoint  them.  He  arose  in 
his  inimitable  way  amid  thunderous  applause  and  an¬ 
nounced  as  his  subject,  “Some  of  the  Dynamics  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,”  and  for  his  text,  “But  be  of  good  cheer;  I  have 
overcome  the  world.”  It  seems  that  he  had  his  audience 
with  him  before  he  landed  on  the  grounds,  for  this  writer 
has  never  seen  intelligence,  as  this  audience  represented, 
so  emotionally  stirred.  They  clapped,  cried,  laughed, 
and  shouted  their  “Amens”  and  “Hallelujahs”  from  the 


beginning  to  the  end.  Dr.  Tindley  has  won  an  eternal 
place  in  the  hearts  of  these  preacher-men. 

Dr.  Gains  Glenn  Atkins,  formerly  pastor  of  one  of 
the  leading  churches  of  Detroit,  and  now  professor  of 
homiletics  in  Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  gave  a  very 
inspiring  series  of  addresses  from  the  theme,  “Four-Di¬ 
rection  Preaching.”  Not  only  did  the  men  get  theory, 
but  some  very  practical  suggestions  from  a  man  who  has 
spent  most  of  his  ministry  in  the  pastorate,  and  is  pro¬ 
nounced  one  of  the  leading  preachers  of  this  day. 

Dr..  Atkins  also  gave  the  address  to  the  union  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  ministers  and  teachers  who  were  there  in  reg¬ 
ular  sununer  school.  He  spoke  on  “The  Five  Gifts  of 
Good  Books.”  His  witticisms  and  profound  thinking 
held  the  attention  of  his  audience. 

Dr.  R.  Nathaniel  Dett,  director  of  vocal  music  of 
Hampton,  was  with  us  again  and  gave  four  lectures  on 
“Music  in  the  Church.”  Dr.  Dett  did  not  spare  the  rod 
in  his  criticism  of  the  music  in  most  of  our  churches. 
He  not  only  pointed  out  the  weak  places,  but  gave  some 
very  wholesome  advice  and  suggestions.  Dr.  Dett  il¬ 
lustrated  two  of  his  lectures  with  the  aid  of  his  beau¬ 
tiful  victrola. 

Dr.  Channing  H.  Tobias,  secretary  of  the  national 
council  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  Dr.  James  Hardy  Dillard, 
president  of  the  Jeans  and  Slater  Funds,  were  present 
and  addressed  one  of  the  union  meetings. 

How  to  relate  the  church  to  the  community  in  a  social 
way  is  one  of  the  vexing  problems  of  to-day,  and  the 
church  and  pastor  who  are  doing  it  instantly  become 
the  study  of  those  interested  in  this  phase  of  church 
work.  Dr.  William  N.  Deberry,  pastor  of  St.  John’s 
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Congregational  Church,  Springfield,  Mass.,  is  one  of  the 
ministers  who  is  successfully  doing  this  type  of  work. 
Dr.  Fenniger  rendered  the  conference  inestimable  service 
in  presenting  Dr.  Deberry  for  a  series  of  lectures  on  “The 
Institutional  Church.” 

This  church  owns  and  operates  apartment  houses 
with  a  normal  rental,  making  it  possible  for  our  people 
from  the  South  to  get  adequate  housing  for  a  small  rent. 
They  have  clubhouses  for  boys  and  girls,  summer  camps, 
and  many  departments,  making  it  easily  the  Morgan  Me¬ 
morial  of  the  Negro  race.  Through  a  generous  friend, 
the  late  Frank  Beebe,  much  of  this  work  was  made  pos¬ 
sible,  together  with  their  $100,000  endowment  fund.  The 
lectures  were  freighted  with  information  and  timely 
s'^gg^stions.  Many  of  the  men,  however,  were  not  sold 
to  the  idea  of  operating  a  pool  room  for  their  young 
men. 

Dr.  Howard  Thurman,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  Baptist 
Church,  Oberlin,  Ohio,  affectionately  called  by  the  men 
“that  boy,”  gave  a  very  informing  series  of  lectures  on 
“The  Problems  of  Youth.”  He  spoke  frankly  of  what 
youth  thinks  of  the  church  and  its  ministry.  He  gave 
some  timely  suggestions  on  how  the  church  can  hold  the 
modern  youth. 

.  Prof.  Kemper  Fullerton,  professor  of  Old  Testament 
in  Oberlin  Graduate  School  of  Theology,  gave  a  series 
of  lectures  on  “The  Problems  of  National  Suffering  as 
Viewed  by  a  Prophet  of  Israel.”  Prof.  Fullerton  has  not 
been  with  us  for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  men  were 


glad  to  see  and  hear  him,  an  authority  on  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  conference  was 
the  reception  given  the  ministers  and  teachers  by  the 
school  on  the  beautiful  campus.  This  afforded  a  splen¬ 
did  opportunity  for  these  two  groups,  with  common  prob¬ 
lems,  to  get  together  and  “compare  notes”  regarding  the 
problems  of  youth. 

This  was  the  largest  conference  in  the  history  of 
these  conferences,  there  being  369  men  present,  repre¬ 
senting  fifteen  different  denominations  and  twenty-three 
States.  The  Baptists  led  this  number,  with  the  great 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  second.  This,  the  largest 
conference  of  the  fourteen,  owes  its  success  to  the  un¬ 
flagging  zeal  of  the  executive  secretary.  Dr.  L.  Fenniger. 

Prominent  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  pres¬ 
ent  were:  Drs.  Ernest  Lyons,  M.  J.  Naylor,  G.  W.  Math¬ 
ews,  D.  W.  Hayes,  of  the  Washington  Conference;  Drs. 
ly*  R-  A.  Palmer,  C.  A.  Tindley,  J.  E.  A.  Johns,  of  the 
Delaware  Conference,  and  Dr.  N.  D.  Shamborguer,  of  the 
Lexington  Conference. 

Surely  no  man  who  attended  this  conference  could 
go  back  to  his  parish  without  a  keen  desire  to  keep  him¬ 
self  abreast  of  the  best  and  relate  his  church  to  the  com¬ 
munity  in  a  vitally  social  way. 

Dr.  Fenniger  has  announced  the  1928  conference, 
which  will  meet  June  25-29,  and  hopes  to  make  this  a 
banner  confei*ence  in  every  way  in  celebration  of  the 
fifteenth  year. 


The  Triumphant  Death  of  the  Rev. 

R.  T.  Adams 

By  the  Rev.  H.  E.  Bums  ' 


This  great  minister  of  the  gospel  was  a  Christian 
gentleman.  He  led  many  souls  to  Jesus’  Christ. 
For  many  years  his  life  was  that  of  the  highest 
ideals  and  Christian  living.  It  seems  that  he  was  a 
special  agent  of  God,  consecrated,  and  set  apart  and 
specially  endowed  with  wisdom  and  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
be  a  leader  for  his  people.  He  had  a  superior  intellect, 
and  by  adaptation  he  could  command  the  attention  of  the 
public  and  take  front  rank  anywhere. 

The  Rev.  R.  T.  Adams  was  one  of  the  outstanding 
characters  of  the  Atlanta  Conference  in  efficiency,  in¬ 
tegrity,  progressiveness,  personal  and  highest  moral 
character.  He  was  a  devoted  husband,  a  loving  father, 
and  a  true  friend. 

He  was  bom  in  Griffin,  Ga.,  in  the  early  fifties,  and 
died  at  Griffin,  Ga.,  July  5,  1927.  At  an  early  age  his 
parents  moved  to  Culloden,  Ga.,  where  he  grew  up  into 
young  manhood.  In  his  early  manhood  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Rosa  Woodward,  to  which  union  six  children 
were  bom,  five  of  whom  survive  him.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  he  was  later  married  to  Miss  Rosa  L. 


Reed,  to  which  union  three  children  were  born,  all  of 
whom  survive  him.  He  was  converted  and  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  his  early  youth,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  C.  O.  Fisher  organized  the 
-Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Culloden.  This  was  the 
first  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  this  part  of  the 
country  at  that  time. 


He  joined  the  Savannah  Annual  Conference  at  Au¬ 
gusta,  Ga.,  in  1876,  and  served  as  pastor  and  district 
superintendent  continuously  until  December,  1926,  when 
he  retired  on  account  of  sickness  and  old  age. 

He  served  as  pastor  on  the  following  charges :  Green¬ 
ville,  Griffin  twice,  McDonough  twice,  Covington,  New- 
nan.  Central  Avenue,  Stockbridge;  he  was  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Griffin  District  twice..  He  served  as 
secretary  of  his  Annual  Conference  sixteen  years  con¬ 
secutively.  Reviewing  the  long  life  of  service  rendered 
by  him  for  God  and  humanity,  we  can  but  say  with  Mr. 
Charles  Wesley: 

“Servant  of  God,  well  done; 

Thy  glorious  warfare’s  past; 

The  battle’s  fought,  the  race  is  run, 

And  thou  art  crowned  at  last.” 

Without  doubt,  the  Rev.  Adams’  soul  is  resting  at 
peace  with  his  God  in  that  “city  which  hath  foundation, 
whose  builder  and  maker  is  God.” 

His  funeral  was  held  at  Heck’s  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  ' Church,  Griffin,  Ga.,  and  he  was  buried 
in  the  Griffin  Cemetery,  July  8,  1927.  The  funeral  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  R.  R.  O.  Neal,  assisted 
by  the  Revs.  M.  M.  Alston  and  P.  H.  Travis. 
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and  on  the  whole  1  think  their  optimism  is  justified;  but 
1  ate  quite  sure  that  manj  of  them  underrate  the  forces 
among  the  uneducated  classes  which,  if  skillfullj  organ¬ 
ized,  could  jeopardize  the  good  that  has  already  been 
done.  If  I  may  say  so  as  an  impartial  critic,  where  I 
think  a  mistake  is  being  made  is  that  the  ‘‘dry”  forces  are 
trusting  too  much  to  political  action  and  too  little  to 
education.  Another  danger  lies  in  the  apathy  of  even 
good  folks  to  the  tremendous  consequences  which  are 
wrapped  up  in  this  experiment.  Something  ought  to 
be  done  to  get  at  the  conscience  of  the  Christian  people 
who  have  a  vote,  but  who  do  not  trouble  to  use  it.  If  all 
the  members  of  the  Christian  churches  could  realize  the 
seriousness  of  the  situation,  and  would  make  it  a  con¬ 
scientious  duty  to  go  to  the  ballot  box,  the  situation 
would  certainly  be  saved.  There  is  growing  up  a  genera¬ 
tion  of  young  men  and  women  who  have  never  known  the 
evils  that  gather  round  the  saloon,  and  when  talking 
with  some  of  these  I  was  astonished  to  find  how  little 
interest  they  seemed  to  take  in  this  great  moral  issue. 
If  ever  America  goes  back  on  prohibition,  the  guilt  will 
lie  at  the  door  of  the  men  who  allow  small  personal  in¬ 
terests  to  interfere  with  their  duty  of  going  to  the  bal¬ 
lot  box. 

I  Visit  the  Movies 

I  spent  more  nights  seeing  the  “movies”  than  I  have 
spent  in  all  my  life  before;  but  as  one  of  the  vexed  ques¬ 
tions  at  home  is  the  character  of  many  films  which  reach 


us  from  America,  I  determined  to  see  what  sort  of  pic¬ 
tures  were  being  presented  over  there.  I  am  not  sure 
whether  the  churches  have  realized  to  their  fvill  the  tre¬ 
mendous  importance  of  the  pictures  as  a  factor  in  form¬ 
ing  the  character  of  young  America.  I  think  if  they 
did,  there  would  be  far  more  effort  made  to  purify  and 
elevate  the  picture  house.  Of  all  the  films  I  saw,  only 
three  could  be  designated  as  really  helpful  in  making 
character  of  the  type  that  ennobles  citizenship.  The  worst 
that  could  be  said  against  most  of  the  others  was  that 
they  were  silly  and  absolutely  untrue  to  life.  But  there 
were  some  which  were  vulgarly  suggestive  of  the  baser 
passions,  and  one  was  sorry  to  see  with  what  eagerness 
they  were  watched  by  the  crowds  of  young  people.  A 
few  pictures  were  evidently  designated  as  skits  on  pro¬ 
hibition  in  which  the  humor  was  not  sufiicient  to  atone 
for  the  bad  taste  if  respect  for  the  law  needs  to  be  in¬ 
culcated.  The  worst  feature  of  all,  to  my  mind,  was  the 
constant  presentation  of  fighting  and  bloodshed.  Murder 
was  presented  and  the  pistol  drawn  at  the  slightest  prov¬ 
ocation,  and  I  could  not  help  but  think  that  here  may 
be  found  one  reason  why,  in  some  centers,  life  is  held 
so  cheaply.  .  If  the  churches  could  capture  the  cinema 
and  make  it  the  medium  of  intellectual  and  moral  uplift, 
they  would  have  done  far  more  good  than  by  scores 
of  sporadic  revivals.  One  feature  in  connection  with 
the  picture  houses  which  interested  and  pleased  me  was 
the  number  of  family  groups. 


A  Modern  Parable  of  the  Rebellious 

Woman 

By  Hazel  Murray  Beardsley 


Behold  a  certain  woman,  having  served  the  church 
for  many  days  and  years,  found  not  peace  in 
her  heart,  but  unrest  and  rebellion.  When  she 
realized  this  she  said  within  herself,  for  she  was  a  de¬ 
vout  woman,  “This  thing  ought  not  to  be,”  and  began 
to  take  her  soul  severely  to  task  about  it.  But  her 
soul  cried  out  within  her  yet  the  more,  “Why  do  yoii 
torment  me  and  chastise  me?  I  am  stifling — ^I  must 
breathe  or  die.”  Then  was  she  alarmed,  not  knowing 
whether  to  give  heed  to  the  cry  of  her  own  soul,  or  to 
believe  it  to  be  the  voice  of  the  devil  tempting  her.  But 
her  soul  did  triumph  over  her  fears  of  evil  and  she  began 
to  consider  how  she  had  come  to  such  a  pass  and  what 
should  be  done  that  her  soul  might  breathe  and  not  die. 

She  did  consider  how,  from  her  youth’  up,  she  had 
with  great  care  anranged  her  own  likes  and  dislikes  so 
that  her  life  might  fit  the  mold  of  perfection  prescribed 
by  the  church.  It  had  not  always  been  an  easy  thing  to 
do,  and  had  seldom  given  her  joy,  save  that  sense  of 
satisfaction  she  received  from  ruling  her  own  spirit.  Was 
there  a  task  no  one  else  craved,  she  did  it.  Were  there 
many  church  meetings  to  attend,  she  found  time  and 
strength  to  attend  them  all.  Were  there  societies  to  be 
maintained,  she  felt  it  her  duty  to  bear  a  large  part  of 
the  responsibility  of  maintaining  them.  But  suddenly, 
she  could  not  tell  how,  she  found  her  soul  in  rebellion 
which  surged  through  her  being  like  a  tidal  wave,  and 
swept  her  out  of  complacency — to  where,  she  did  not 
know.  For  fear  of  the  people,  she  did  hide  this  rebellion 
in  her  heart,  but  she  could  not  escape  from  it  herself. 


In  her  anxiety  she  began  to  think  things  through, 
and  to  question  whether  a  godly  life  does  really  consist 
in  the  number  of  church  duties  one  can  accomplish.  In 
her  zeal  for  doing  had  she  quite  forgotten  that  her  own 
spirit  was  the  greatest  contribution  she  could  ever  make, 
and  had  it  been  starving  while  she  had  been  busy  about 
much  serving?  Now,  she  wondered  whether  she  had  not 
placed  too  much  Emphasis  on  doing  church  work  and 
not  enough  on  being  a  Christian.  If  God  was  her  Father, 
was  He  not  like  an  earthly  father,  more  interested  in 
what  she  was  than  in  what  she  could  do  for  Him?  Could 
it  be  that  to  have  a  Christlike  spirit  within,  allowing 
it  to  grow  and  express  itself  naturally,  was  the  essen¬ 
tial  thing  after  all?  All  her  former  convictions  did 
wither  as  grass  before  the  strength  of  this  new  convic¬ 
tion.  To  let  her  religious  activities  be  but  the  expres¬ 
sion  of  the  love  of  God  in  her  heart  seemed  reasonable 
and  sound  to  her,  and  she  determined  to  give  it  a  trial. 

This  was  to  be  no  easy  experiment,  of  that  she  was 
aware;  for  it  involved  the  dropping  of  all  church  duties 
which  had  become  mere  routine,  and  entering  into  church 
activities  only  as  participation  in  them  was  a  genuine 
expression  of  her  religious  life. 

When  she  ceased  doing  church  work  as  a  duty,  her 
life  broke  out  spontaneously  into  new  religious  impulses 
which  could  not  be  bound  by  old  traditions.  She  began 
to  worship  truly.  Religion  became  to  her  a  joy  and 
strength  such  as  she  never  before  experienced.  Sh4 
found  peace  in  her  soul,  but  more  than  that  she  found 
a  spring  of  life  ready  to  overflow  once  it  was  freed. 
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A  Mentor  of  Master  Minds 

Report  of  the  Fifth  Annual  Session  of  the  Summer  School  of  Theology  of  the 
Delaware  and  Washington  Conferences,  Held  at  Princess  Anne 
Academy,  Princess  Anne,  Md.,  July  19-29,  1927 

By  the  Rev.  Ralph  B.  Thompson 


Mentor,  the  faithful  friend  of  Ulysses,  tutor  of 
his  son  Telemachus,  survives  the  ravages  of  time 
through  the  fame  of  his  patron  and  pupil,  so 
that  his  name  signifies  a  wise  and  reliable  counselor. 
With  exceedingly  deeper  and  more  extended  meaning, 
the  Composite  Mentor  of  Master  Minds,  framed  in  the 
group  of  instructors  of  our  summer  school  of  theology, 
promises  to  live  on  througli  the  fruition  of  their  labors 
with  those  who  share  in  the  benefits  of  their  teaching. 

Only  a  very  few  years  ago  the  aspiring  supply  pastor 
struggled  alone  with  the  task  of  preparing  himself  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  Conference  courses  of  study, 
appearing  at  the  session  of  the  Annual  Conference  to  be 
given  a  perfunctory  quiz ;  to  be  cast  down,  or  passed  with 
a  wink  at  his  all  too  evident  inability  to  grasp  the  studies 
prescribed.  He  needed  a  mentor,  an  adviser,  a  friendly 
and  sympathetic  guidance.  The  summer  schools  of  the¬ 
ology,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commission  on  Courses 
of  Study  of  the  Mfethodist  Episcopal  Church,  are  the 
result  of  a  practical  and  effectual  approach  to  this  long- 
felt  need. 

The  aim  back  of  this  unique  seminary  is  to  insure  for 
the  undergraduate  in  the  Conference  course  of  study  the 
mastery  of  its  content ;  to  provide  a  postgraduate  course 
for  the  busy  pastor,  who  needs  to  be  revitalized  and  aided 
in  keeping  abreast  of  a  growing  task.  It  is  a  response 
to  the  urge,  to  “study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto 
God.”  There  is  an  added  value  in  evidence:  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  self-expression,  which  tends  to  discover  and 
bring  forward  men  of  marked  ability,  finding  a  place 
within  the  faculty.  Through  the  opportunity  for  reveal¬ 
ing  latent  powers  (which  the  summer  school  affords) 
there  is  found  occasionally  a  potential  genius  who  might 
otherwise  remain  dormant  and  unnoted. 

This  summer  school  of  theology  brings  together  a 
valiant  and  virile  group  of  ministers  from  over  an  ex¬ 
tensive  and  diverse  territory,  comprehended  in  the  bounds 
of  the  two  foremost  colored  Conferences  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  This  field  was  the  heart  of  early 
Methodism,  and  witnessed  the  pioneer  labors  of  Francis 
Asbury  and  his  cohorts.  It  is  yet  loyal  to  historic  Meth¬ 
odism,  holding  strategic  relationship  to  the  church  at 
large.  Here  the  roots  are  deep  and  the  defenses  strong. 
Herein  is  found  a  magnificent  opportunity  to  lengthen 
one’s  outlook  on  life ;  to  experience  the  delightful  stimulus 
of  the  impact  of  new  and  lofty  ideas;  to  acquire  (often 
through  casual  conversation)  advanced  conceptions  of 
program  and  pastoral  work ;  to  catch  the  world-view  of 
our  task  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Princess  Anne  Academy,  Dr.  T.  H.  Kiah,  principal,  t 
presents  very  favorable  accommodations.  It  is  an  in¬ 
stitution  of  junior  college  grade,  the  scholastic  center 
of  the  peninsula  of  Methodism ;  an  accredited  branch  of 
the  University  of  Maryland;  incorporated  with  Morgan 
College,  Baltimore.  Modem  public  buildings  and  beau¬ 


teous  cottages  adorn  its  tract  of  200  fertile  acres.  The 
facilities  of  this  college  are  at  our  disposal  without  charge. 

Officers  and  Faculty — The  Rev.  F.  J.  Handy,  dean 
of  the  school  of  theology,  an  alert  scholar  and  tireless 
Workman,  must  be  credited  for  a  well-planned  program. 
The  skill  of  the  organization  behind  this  summer  school 
idea  is  excelled  only  by  the  economy  and  self-sacrifice 
of  its  operation.  It  is  a  true  school. 

The  management  does  not  lag,  because  of  the  able 
administrator.  Dr.  Ernest  Lyon,  pastor  of  Ames  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Baltimore  City. 

The  daily  devotional  exercises  were  in  charge  of  IJr. 
W.  C.  Jason,  president  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Dela¬ 
ware  Conference.  He  brought  to  his  period  the  luster 
of  Greek  scholarship,  the  tact  of  an  experienced  mentor, 
the  spirit  of  a  man  of  God. 

The  Rev.  E.  O.  Parker  (an  effective  pastor  for  forty- 
eight  years)  is  the  director  of  music,  assisted  by  Dr.  R. 
W.  S.  Thomas  and  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Thompson  as  pianists. 

The  Rev.  G.  E.  Curry,  D.D.,  president  of  Board  of 
Examiners,  Washington  Conference,  in  addition  to  his 
work  as  an  instructor,  delivered  a  general  address  on 
“Books,”  an  extension  of  the  idea  of  collateral  reading. 

The  Rev.  A.  L.  Jenkins,  registrar,  Washington  Con¬ 
ference,  is  secretary  of  the  school;  the  Rev.  H.  T.  John¬ 
son,  registrar,  Delaware  Conference,  assistant  secretary. 

The  other  teachers  are  as  follows:  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Scott,  the  Rev.  L.  S.  Moore,  the  Rev.  W.  A.  T.  Miles, 
the  Rev.  J.  T.  Fletcher,  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Henry,  the  Rev. 
J.  S.  Horsey,  J.  W.  Jewett,  of  the  Delaware  Conference; 
the  Rev.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen  (absent),  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Waters, 
the  Rev.  R.  W.  S.  Thomas,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Matthews, 
the  Rev.  W.  A.  English  (absent),  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Harper. 

Lectures.  “The  Deity  of  Our  Lord”  was  presented 
in  two  able  lectures  by  the  Rev.  W.  A.  T.  Miles,  A.M., 
B.D.,  Orange,  N.  J. 

Two  lectures,  on  “God  in  Prophecy,”  and  “God  in 
the  New  Testament,”  respectively,  were  delivered  by  Dr. 
Pezavia  O’Connell,  professor  of  philosophy  in  Morgan 
College,  Baltimore. 

Nine  discourses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Walter  H.  Loft- 
house,  district  superintendent  of  the  Poughkeepsie  Dis¬ 
trict,  New  York  Conference;  a  fresh  exposition  of  the 
book  of  Isaiah,  including  a  special  lecture  on  the  “Edu¬ 
cation  of  Jonah.”  The  issues  arising  from  Biblical  crit¬ 
icism  were  faithfully  considered.  Notable  lectures  were 
delivered  by  the  Revs.  S.  J.  Horsey,  C.  H.  Matthews,  L. 
S.  Moore,  J.  H.  Scott,  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Clemmons,  chef, 
on  “Dietetics.” 

Dr.  A.  J.  Mitchell,  Washington  Conference,  preached 
in  place  of  Dir.  C.  A.  Tindley.  Informal  addresses  were 
delivered  by  the  following  district  superintendents:  the 
Rev.  M.  A.  Thompson,  Delaware  Conference ;  the  Rev.  C. 
Y.  Trigg,  the  Rev.  R.  F.  Coates,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Carroll, 
Washington  Conference.  Other  visiting  district  super- 
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intendents:  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Jefferson,  J.  E.  A.  Johns, 
the  Rev.  T.  H.  Woodley,  Delaware  Conference.  Other 
visitors  were :  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter,  EUicott  City, 
Md. ;  Mrs.  Lavinia  Jewett,  Montclair,  N.  J. ;  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Carroll,  who  addressed  the  school.  Attendance:  forty 
undergraduates,  including  two  women  in  local  preacher’s 
course  of  study ;  fifteen  postgraduates,  besides  many  pas¬ 
tors  visiting  for  a  day.  There  were  eight  graduates,  as 
follows:  Delaware  Conference:  A.  D.  McBride,  W.  R. 
Price,  R.  W.  Thomas,  Levin  Molock;  of  the  Washington 
Conference:  B.  F.  Hall,  G.  E.  Brashears,  J.  M.  Barnes, 
R.  A.  Green.  Four  of  the  graduates  delivered  sermons 
very  creditable  to  the  Department  of  Homiletics. 

The  annual  concert  by  the  students  was  a  worthy 
expression  of  the  literary  and  musical  talent  of  the  group ; 
receipts,  $16.  The  singing  of  Mr.  Charles  Burnett,  Bal¬ 
timore,  veteran  of  the  World  War,  who  lost  his  sight 
oA  the  field  of  valor,  was  remarkable;  his  wife,  and  at¬ 
tendant,  also  sang  a  solo  in  an  admirable  way.  Mrs. 
Eva  Gordon,  soloist,  sang  with  her  usual  excellence.  A 
demonstration  of  song  with  small  children  was  given  by 
Mrs.  Lutetia  Johnson,  St.  Michaels,  Md.  A  solo  was 
sung  by  Mrs.  Allen,  a  student,  member  of  Zoar  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Philadelphia. 


The  graduation  exercises  on  Thursday  evening  closed 
the  school  session.  Some  marks  of  improvement  over 
previous  years  are :  A  more  proficient  faculty,  with  staff 
of  lecturers  selected  for  their  known  mastery  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  treated;  improvement  in  entertainment.  Dr.  'Kiah 
devoting  his  resources  to  the  best  interest  of  all ;  lectures 
following  devotional  period,  avoiding  inroads  on  class 
periods;  an  innovation,  “The  Music  Forum,”  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Thompson;  two  periods  of  discussion 
and  demonstration  of  singing  as  it  relates  to  church  serv¬ 
ices  ;  also  some  suggestions  on  vocalization,  leading  to 
the  conscious  understanding  of  nature’s  principle  in  mu¬ 
sic;  the  promotion  of  discussion  periods,  dealing  with 
pertinent  themes ;  special  emphasis  on  written  work,  for 
credit  in  studies ;  work  on  collateral  reading  and  study 
during  interim  of  Conference  year,  conducted  by  corre¬ 
spondence  between  teacher  and  student. 

There  is  no  financial  motive.  If  we  are  to  continue 
to  meet  a  rising  cost  o{  maintenance,  our  constituency 
must  speedily  come  to  our  help  with  greatly  increased 
support.  If  Methodism  would  not  lose  her  scepter  of 
power  in  the  field  of  religion,  she  must  furnish  a  true 
mentor  to  keep  her  leaders  intellectually  and  spiritually 
fresh.  She  can  and  she  will. 


The  Ministers’  Conference  of  Hampton 

Institute 

By  the  Rev.  Robert  M.  Williams 

Pastor  of  Leigh  Street  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 


The  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Ministers’ 
Conference,  interdenominational,  met  at  Hamp¬ 
ton  Institute,  June  20-24.  This  campus,  nestling 
on  Hampton  Roads,  is  truly  paradisiacal  this  season  of 
the  year.  An  overworked,  jaded  group  of  ministers  an^d 
teachers  found  rest  amid  this  beauty. 

Dr.  Fenniger,  the  untiring  executive  secretary,  pre¬ 
sented  one  of  the  best  programs  in  the  history  of  these 
conferences.  On  June  20,  at  6.46  P.  M.,  the  executive 
board  met  for  its  annual  dinner  and  business  session.  Dr. 
Fenniger  revealed  to  the  board  his  very  ambitious  plans 
for  these  conferences  and  asked,  very  earnestly,  that  the 
board  co-operate  with  him.  To  the  man  the  board  said, 
“Yea.” 

On  the  same  date,  at  8  F.  M.,  the  annual  sermon  was 
preached  by  that  giant  of  preachers.  Dr.  C.  A.  Tindley. 
The  beautiful  chapel  was  filled  with  teachers  and  minis¬ 
ters.  The  largest  number  of  ministers  reported  for  this 
service  than  any  other  opening  service  in  previous  years. 
They  frankly  admitted  that  they  were  present  for  the 
opening  service  because  Dr.  Tindley  was  going  to  preach. 
Others  said  they  were  not  much  interested  in  any  other 
part  of  the  week’s  program. 

Dr.  Tindley  did  not  disappoint  them.  He  arose  in 
his  inimitable  way  amid  thunderous  applause  and  an¬ 
nounced  as  his  subject,  “Some  of  the  Dynamics  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,”  and  for  his  text,  “But  be  of  good  cheer;  I  have 
overcome  the  world.”  It  seems  that  he  had  his  audience 
with  him  before  he  landed  on  the  grounds,  for  this  writer 
has  never  seen  intelligence,  as  this  audience  represented, 
so  emotionally  stirred.  They  clapped,  cried,  laughed, 
and  shouted  their  “Amens”  and  “Hallelujahs”  frpm  the 


beginning  to  the  end.  Dr.  Tindley  has  won  an  eternal 
place  in  the  hearts  of  these  preacher-men. 

Dr.  Gains  Glenn  Atkins,  formerly  pastor  of  one  of 
the  leading  churches  of  Detroit,  and  now  professor  of 
homiletics  in  Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  gave  a  very 
inspiring  series  of  addresses  from  the  theme,  “Four-Di¬ 
rection  Preaching.”  Not  only  did  the  men  get  theory, 
but  some  very  practical  suggestions  from  a  man  who  has 
spent  most  of  his  ministry  in  the  pastorate,  and  is  pro¬ 
nounced  one  of  the  leading  preachers  of  this  day. 

Dr..  Atkins  also  gave  the  address  to  the  union  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  ministers  and  teachers  who  were  there  in  reg¬ 
ular  summer  school.  He  spoke  on  “The  Five  Gifts  of 
Good  Books.”  His  witticisms  and  profound  thinking 
held  the  attention  of  his  audience. 

Dr.  R.  Nathaniel  Dett,  director  of  vocal  music  of 
Hampton,  was  with  us  again  and  gave  four  lectures  on 
“Music  in  the  Church.”  Dr.  Dett  did  not  spare  the  rod 
in  his  criticism  of  the  music  in  most  of  our  churches. 
He  not  only  pointed  out  the  weak  places,  but  gave  some 
very  wholesome  advice  and  suggestions.  Dr.  Dett  il¬ 
lustrated  two  of  his  lectures  with  the  aid  of  his  beau¬ 
tiful  victrola. 

Dr.  Channing  H.  Tobias,  secretary  of  the  national 
council  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  Dr.  James  Hardy  Dillard, 
president  of  the  Jeans  and  Slater  Funds,  were  present 
and  addressed  one  of  the  union  meetings. 

How  to  relate  the  church  to  the  community  in  a  social 
way  is  one  of  the  vexing  problems  of  to-day,  and  the 
church  aAd  pastor  who  are  doing  it  instantly  become 
the  study  of  those  interested  in  this  phase  of  church 
work.  Dr.  William  N.  Deberry,  pastor  of  St.  John’s 
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Congregational  Church,  Springfield,  Mass.,  is  one  of  the 
ministers  who  is  successfully  doing  this  type  of  work. 
Dr.  Fenniger  rendered  the  conference  inestimable  service 
in  presenting  Dr.  Deberry  for  a  series  of  lectures  on  “The 
Institutional  Church.” 

This  church  owns  and  operates  apartment  houses 
with  a  normal  rental,  making  it  possible  for  our  people 
from  the  South  to  get  adequate  housing  for  a  small  rent. 
They  have  clubhouses  for  boys  and  girls,  summer  camps, 
and  many  departments,  making  it  easily  the  Morgan  Me¬ 
morial  of  the  Negro  race.  Through  a  generous  friend, 
the  late  Frank  Beebe,  much  of  this  work  was  made  pos¬ 
sible,  together  with  their  $100,000  endowment  fund.  The 
lectures  were  freighted  with  information  and  timely 
suggestions.  Many  of  the  men,  however,  were  not  sold 
to  the  idea  of  operating  a  pool  room  for  their  young 
men. 

Dr.  Howard  Thurman,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  Baptist 
Church,  Oberlin,  Ohio,  affectionately  called  by  the  men 
“that  boy,”  gave  a  very  informing  series  of  lectures  on 
“The  Problems  of  Youth.”  He  spoke  frankly  of  what 
youth  thinks  of  the  church  and  its  ministry.  He  gave 
some  timely  suggestions  on  how  the  church  can  hold  the 
modern  youth. 

Prof.  Kemper  Fullerton,  professor  of  Old  Testament 
in  Oberlin  Graduate  School  of  Theology,  gave  a  series 
of  lectures  on  “The  Problems  of  National  Suffering  as 
Viewed  by  a  Prophet  of  Israel.”  Prof.  Fullerton  has  not 
been  with  us  for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  men  were 


glad  to  see  and  hear  him,  an  authority  on  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  conference  was 
the  reception  given  the  ministers  and  teachers  by  the 
school  on  the  beautiful  campus.  This  afforded  a  splen¬ 
did  opportunity  for  these  two  groups,  with  common  prob¬ 
lems,  to  get  together  and  “ccwnpare  notes”  regarding  the 
problems  of  youth. 

This  was  the  largest  conference  in  the  history  of 
these  conferences,  there  being  369  men  present,  repre¬ 
senting  fifteen  different  denominations  and  twenty-three 
States.  The  Baptists  led  this  number,  with  the  great 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  second.  This,  the  largest 
conference  of  the  fourteen,  owes  its  success  to  the  un¬ 
flagging  zeal  of  the  executive  secretary,  Dr.  L.  Fenniger. 

Prominent  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  pres¬ 
ent  were:  Drs.  Ernest  Lyons,  M.  J.  Naylor,  G.  W.  Math¬ 
ews,  D,  W.  Hayes,  of  the  Washington  Conference ;  Drs. 
ly.  R.  A.  Palmer,  C.  A.  Tindley,  J.  E.  A.  Johns,  of  the 
Delaware  Conference,  and  Dr.  N.  D.  Shamborguer,  of  the 
Lexington  Conference. 

Surely  no  man  who  attended  this  conference  could 
go  back  to  his  parish  without  a  keen  desire  to  keep  him¬ 
self  abreast  of  the  best  and  relate  his  church  to  the  com¬ 
munity  in  a  vitally  social  way. 

Dr.  Fenniger  has  announced  the  1928  conference, 
which  will  meet  June  26-29,  and  hopes  to  make  this  a 
banner  conference  in  every  way  in  celebration  of  the 
fifteenth  year. 


The  Triumphant  Death  of  the  Rev. 

R.  T.  Adams 

By  the  Rev.  H.  E.  Bums 


This  great  minister  of  the  gospel  was  a  Christian 
gentleman.  He  led  many  souls  to  Jesus ‘Christ. 
For  many  years  his  life  was  that  of  the  highest 
ideals  and  Christian  living.  It  seems  that  he  was  a 
special  agent  of  God,  consecrated,  and  set  apart  and 
specially  endowed  with  wisdom  and  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
be  a  leader  for  his  people.  He  had  a  superior  intellect, 
and  by  adaptation  he  could  command  the  attention  of  the 
public  and  take  front  rank  anywhere. 

The  Rev.  R.  T.  Adams  was  one  of  the  outstanding 
characters  of  the  Atlanta  Conference  in  efficiency,  in¬ 
tegrity,  progressiveness,  personal  and  highest  moral 
character.  He  was  a  devoted  husband,  a  loving  father, 
and  a  true  friend. 

He  was  bom  in  Griffin,  Ga.,  in  the  early  fifties,  and 
died  at  Griffin,  Ga.,  July  6,  1927.  At  an  early  age  his 
})arents  moved  to  Culloden,  Ga.,  where  he  grew  up  into 
young  manhood.  In  his  early  manhood  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Rosa  Woodward,  to  which  union  six  children 
were  bom,  five  of  whom  survive  him.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  he  was  later  married  to  Miss  Rosa  L. 
Reed,  to  which  union  three  children  were  born,  all  of 
whom  survive  .him.  He  was  converted  and  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  his  early  youth,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  C.  O.  Fisher  organized  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Culloden.  This  was  the 
first  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  this  part  of  the 
country  at  that  time. 


He  joined  the  Savannah  Annual  Conference  at  Au¬ 
gusta,  Ga.,  in  1876,  and  served  as  pastor  and  district 
superintendent  continuously  until  December,  1926,  when 
he  retired  on  account  of  sickness  and  old  age. 

He  served  as  pastor  on  the  following  charges :  Green¬ 
ville,  Griffin  twice,  McDonough  twice,  Covington,  New- 
nan.  Central  Avenue,  Stockbridge;  he  was  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Griffin  District  twice.  He  served  as 
secretary  of  his  Annual  Conference  sixteen  years  con¬ 
secutively.  Reviewing  the  long  life  of  service  rendered 
by  him  for  God  and  humanity,  we  can  but  say  with  Mr. 
Charles  Wesley: 

“Servant  of  God,  well  done; 

Thy  glorious  warfare’s  past; 

The  battle’s  fought,  the  race  is  mn, 

And  thou  art  crowned  at  last.” 

Without  doubt,  the  Rev.  Adams’  soul  is  resting  at 
peace  with  his  God  in  that  “city  which  hath  foundation, 
whose  builder  and  maker  is  God.” 

His  funeral  was  held  at  Heck’s  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  'Church,  Griffin,  Ga.,  and  he  was  buried 
in  the  Griffin  Cemetery,  July  8,  1927.  The  funeral  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  R.  R.  O.  Neal,  assisted 
by  the  Revs.  M-  M.  Alston  and  P.  H.  Travis. 

ATLANTA,  GA. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IirTBurATioirAL  Ssmin 


carefully,  and  be  honest  in  our  confession 
and  sincere  in  our  penitence. 

SAX  RVSTOX  COIXKOa. 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


Missionary  Interpretation 


LsSSON  FOE  SUKDAT,  Avoxjwi  28,  1927 


NATHAN  LEADS  DAVID  TO  REPENTANCE 

THIRD  QUARTER. 


8eriptur0  — 2  Sam.  11.  1  to  12.  28. 

Wtak  A  wise  old  man  once  said 

that  a  man  is  never  happy  unless  he  dies 
happy.  We  can  as  truthfully  say  that  a  man 
is  not  good  unless  he  dies  good.  Every  man 
has  his  weak  spots — avenues  through  which 
temptations  are  the  most  likely  to  come  to 
him.  Mine  are  mine;  yours  are  yours;  and 
his  are  his.  One  man’s  is  the  money  weak¬ 
ness — financial  dishonesty.  Anotlur’s  is 
weakness  in  sex  matters.  Another’s  is  ex¬ 
cessive  temper.  Another’s  is  inordinate  am¬ 
bition.  Still  another’s  is  limberness  of  tongue. 
And  so  on.  Some  men  have  two  or  more 
weak  spots.  But  none  except  Christ  has  been 
absolutely  without  any.  It  is  not  that  all 
commit  some  shocking  deed,  as  did  David; 
but  all  fall  below  their  ideal  in  varying  de¬ 
grees  if  they  have  any  worth-while  ideal. 
And  so,  if  a  person  is  still  of  vigorous  man¬ 
hood,  it  is  bert  for  us  not  to  be  too  excessive 
in  his  praise  lest  we  be  interrupted  by  some 
unexpected  deed  to  the  contrary.  All  else 
being  equal,  age  is  probably  the  best  stabiliser 
of  enaracter. 

David’i  Weak  Spot.  One  may  be  tempted 
to  say  that  David’s  weak  spot  was  the  second 
one  mentioned  above.  But  that  is  hardly  the 
case.  That  was  the  day  of  polygamy:  custom 
permitted  a  man  to  have  as  many  wives  as 
he  desired,  provided  he  could  support  them. 
Had  David  committed  the  same  act  with  an 
unmarried  woman  and  then  taken  her  into 
his  harem,  nothing  very  wrong  would  have 
been  thq^ht  of  it.  Judged  by  the  moral 
code  of  hk  day,  his  sin  was  adultery.  But 
the  Master  wisely  combined  the  seventh  and 
tenth  commandments — ^making  the  seventh  an 
overt  act  in  violation  of  the  tenth,  as  the 
eighth  would  be  another  such  act.  David 
violated  the  tenth  commandment  before  he 
violated  the  seventh.  And  this,  I  think,  was 
his  weak  spot — ^that  of  covetousneee.  And 
all  ambitious  men  are  more  or  less  weak 
along  this  line.  David  had  coveted  Saul’s 
kingmm.  He  had  coveted  Nabal’s  goods,  and 
bad  decided  to  take  them  by  force.  Now  he 
covets  Uriah’s  wife.  Whenever  he  coveted 
anything,  he  took  steps  toward  obtaining  it. 
So,  although  he  com^tted  an  immoral  act, 
he  is  not  to  be  considered  an  immoral  man 
from  the  sexual  standpoint.  His  immoral  act 
was  the  result  of  covetousness  and  not  of 
satyriasis  or  persistent  reflections  on  immoral 
deeds. 
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is  at  least  as  vulgar  and  low  and  mean  as 
the  act  gossiped  about 

Why  DaxnePe  Bad  Act  Recorded.  David’s 
biographer  painted  him  as  Cromwell  asked  to 
be  painted-— “warts  and  all.”  It  looks  as  if 
be  meant  to  tell  the  vdtole  truth.  But  he  had 
no  desire  to  detract  from  the  appreciation 
of  David’s  service  or  the  blessedness  of  his 
memory.  '  He  did  not  record  it  because  it 
was  so,  but  because,  according  to  the  logic 
of  the  times,  it  was  necessary  to  record  it 
to  explain  the  cause  of  the  evils  which  befell 
David’s  house  (12.  10,  11) — evils  which  were 
well  known  in  the  author’s  day,  and  needed 
to  be  accounted  for  if  the  people  were  to 
continue  to  believe  that  the  works  of  men 
are  rewarded  on  earth.  From  the  standpoint 
of  the  logic  of  his  day,  he  was  right.  But 
we  should  not  infer  from  this  that  the  Bible 
justifies  us  in  trying  to  detract  from  the 
greatness  of  our  great  men  by  keeping  alive 
the  report  of  some  surprising  evil  wbi^  they 
may  have  done.  For,  in  the  final  analysis, 
the  real  difference  between  the  good  and  bad 
men  is  that  in  the  former  got^ess  greatly 
predominates  over  evil,  while  in  the  latter 
the  opposite  is  the  case.  Between  these  two 
extremes  there  are  varying  degrees  of  good¬ 
ness  and  badness  in  men.  The  God-Man  is 
the  only  morally  perfect  man  we  have  ever 
heard  of  except  Adam. 

Demid’ e  Attitude  Toward  Hie  EvU  Deed. 
David  violated  the  tenth,  seventh,  and  sixth 
commandments.  But  he  did  not  violate  the 
ninth— that  is,  he  did  not  lie  about  it.  In 
this  he  could  point  his  index  finger  at  many 
of  us  who  now  point  ours  at  him.  And  then, 
he  became  truly  penitent — not  because  his 
sins  had  leaked  out,  but  because  be  had  com¬ 
mitted  them.  In  this  he  could  also  be  a 
model  for  many  of  us.  It'  matters  not  bow 
exemplary  may  be  the  life  of  the  preacher 
(prophet)  to-dav,  unless  he  be  a  visiting 
evangelist,  he  is  laying  up  serious  embarrass¬ 
ments  for  himself  if  he  indulges  in  denounce¬ 
ments  of  people’s  known,  specific,  serious  sins, 
unless  it  be  in  a  semi-jocular  way.  Instead 
of  complaining  of  David,  it  would  profit  us 
more  if  we  should  try  to  learn  a  lesson  from 
him.  We  should  guard  our  weakness  more 


“The  one  rich,  the  other  poor.” 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

With  God  there  is  no  respecter  of  persons. 
Nathan  made  it  clear  to  David  that  he  had 
taken  advantage  of  a  man’s  obscurity  and 
helplessness  to  win  his  own  lustful  purpose. 
In  this  David  was  not  the  only  sinner.  The 
rich  and  powerful  have  ever  been  favored, 
and  the  world  has  not  yet  learned  the  lesson 
of  the  dignity  of  human  values  that  so  far 
exceed  every  other  consideration  as  to  reduce 
all  to  a  dead  level,  except  as  the  divine  qual¬ 
ities  of  personal  excellence  may  make  a  dif¬ 
ference. 

Suppose  one  is  rich  and  the  other  poor:  may 
it  not  be  that  the  poor  is  the  richer  in  the 
absence  of  that  which  is  selfish,  mean,  or  de¬ 
basing,  in  the  real  sense;  and  richer  also  in 
the  possibilities  of  a  soul  imhampered  with 
the  artificial  and  veneer  of  that  which  is 
worldly  and  sensual.  The  choicest  spirit  in 
the  Davidic  armies  that  day  may  have  been 
Uriah  the  Hittite,  of  whom  David  thougl^ 
“He  is  only  a  soldier;  I  will  put  him  to  the 
front  and  that  will  be  the  end  of  him,  and 
I  will  have  his  beautiful  wife  for  my  very 
own.”  « 

Notwithstanding  the  boundless  resources  of 
nature,  the  masses  of  humanity  are  in  pov¬ 
erty.  It  is  not  all  because  of  their  laxiness 
or  incompetency,  but  very  much  of  it  is 
caused  by  the  selfish  greed  of  those  who 
have  been  favored  with  positions  of  advan¬ 
tage.  All  of  us,  if  we  have  plenty,  are  in¬ 
different  toward  the  needs  of  others.  Then 
it  is  not  a  long  step  from  indifference  to 
oppression,  of  which  every  form  of  slavery 
is  born.  The  poor  are  everywhere  oppressed 
by  the  rich  in  this  world.  Only  God  can 
bring  us  to  account. 

Poverty  is  nowhere  as  apparent  as  in  the 
heathen  lands  of  earth.  'Where  Christ  is( 
known  wealth  abounds.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  rich  to  help  those  in  poverty;  the  people 
of  this  favorM  land  should  help  those  of 
every  land  on  whom  the  light  of  Christianity 
has  not  shown.  It  is  the  immediate  and 
important  work  before  us.  Instead  of  taking 
advantage  to  enrich  ourselves,  we  should  help 
them  to  help  themselves.  Uriah  was  entitled, 
not  only  to  life,  but  the  best  life  had  for  him. 
So  is  everyone  who  may  be  poor  in  all  this 
world. 

UAMMON  SEMIKAXT. 


Epworth  League  Topic 
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UNDER  THE  SURFACE  IN  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES 

(Isaiah  3.  16;  Exodus  3.  7-12.) 


Immoral  Ooteip.  We  said  that  all  men 
have  one  or  more  weak  spots  which  they  must 
carefully  guard  lest  the  tempter  take  them 
unawares.  Some  are  good  guards  and  do 
no  shocking  deed.  Others  yield  but  succeed 
in  keeping  their  deed  concealed  from  th* 
public.  While  still  others  yield  and,  like 
David,  try  in  vain  to  keep  their  deed  con¬ 
cealed.  The  public  has  usually  shown  fine 
judgment  in  not  trying  to  destroy  the  use¬ 
fulness  of  a  great  man,  whose  life  has  been 
so  serviceable  to  his  people,  because  of  one 
serious  false  step  which  he  may  be  known 
to  have  taken. 

Friendly  biographers  usually  omit  the 
darker  spots  of  character,  or  explain  some 
light  coloring  into  them.  In  this  they  are 
right.  Biographies  are  written  for  the  in¬ 
spiration  of  the  present  and  future,  and  not 
simply  for  the  glorification  of  the  past.  They 
should  tell  the  truth  and  nothing  else  bul 
the  truth;  but  it  is  not  necessary  for  them 
to  tdl  the  whole  truth,  if  a  man  has  been 
serviceable  enough  to  have  his  life  written. 
No  great  deed  of  goodness  is  ever  allowed 
to  atone  for  a  life  that  has  been  generally 
bad  and  wortMess.  And  no  bad  deed  should 
be  used  to  destroy  the  influence  of  a  man 
whose  life  has  been  great  and  good.  Gossip 
about  immorality  in  such  cases  is  not  so  much 
goeeiped  immorality  as  immoral  goetip.  It 


This  topic  and  next  Sunday’s  belong  to¬ 
gether,  and  should  be  planned  togrther. 
When  you  think  of  them,  first,  “Under  the 
surface  in  local  industries,”  and  then  “Ap¬ 
plying  Christian  principles  in  local  indus¬ 
tries,”  put  the  emphasis  on  the  word  local 
because  it  is  there  the  importance  comes  in, 
for  you.  It  would  be  easy  to  plan  a  meet¬ 
ing  in  which  you  discussed  the  factory  sys¬ 
tem  in  China,  with  its  enormous  use  of  child 
labor,  but  it  is  not  so  easy  to  find  out  about 
the  industries  that  belong  more  directly  to 
you.  Nevertheless,  that  is  the  whole  purpose 
of  this  meeting — to  get  “under  the  surface” 
and  see  what  industries  there  are  in  your 
community,  what  goes  on  there,  and  to  un¬ 
derstand  conditions  of  work. 

These  two  topics  are  not  necessarily  ones 
of  reform,  but  of  understanding.  It  is  pos¬ 
sible  that  a  study  of  conditions  in  your  own 
community  will  be  a  pleasant  thing,  and  that 
you  will  come  from  it  very  much  encouraged 
over  the  way  the  principles  of  Jesus  Christ 
have  been  making  themselves  felt.  Or,  the 


reverse  may  happen.  But  the  important 
thing  here  is  to  find  out.  And  to  find  out, 
go  to  the  folks  who  know.  Look  things  over 
for  yourself.  Get  all  the  information  you 
can  before  forming  judgments. 

Dr.  Batten  says,  “In  his  dealings  with 
men  God  follows  a  law  and  method.  It  is  His 
will  that  His  people  shall  have  daily  bread 
and  acquire  dominion  over  the  earth.  But 
nothing  is  given  to  man  ready  made  and 
without  any  effort  on  his  part.  To  have 
daily  bread  man  must  cultivate  the  ground 
and  gather  the  harvest.  It  may  be  noted 
that  this  is  a  human  collective  task  and  not 
a  purely  individual  enterprise.  God  is  train¬ 
ing  His  people  in  the  great  art  of  living  to¬ 
gether;  to  live  well  and  to  accomplish  His 
task  man  must  co-operate  with  others  To 
be  human,  men  must  have  fellowship  in  work 
no  less  than  in  worship  and  play.  .  . 

“Industry  is  here  that  it  may  serve  man.'^ 
Industry  is  a  means  through  which  men 
co-operate  in  serving  essential  human  needs. 
Industry,  like  every  other  factor  and  insti- 
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tution,  exists  that  it  may  promote  human  fel¬ 
lowship  and  the  advance  of  God’s  kingdom. 
In  the  last  analvsis,  these  three  things  are 
one;  at  any  rate,  each  Implies  the  other. 
This  we  may  note:  that  industry  in  its  true 
meaning  is  a  feUowship  of  men  working  to¬ 
gether  to  serve  essential  human  needs.  .  .  . 
It  must  be  so  conducted  as  to  supply  man's 
essential  needs  and  make  its  largest  con¬ 
tribution  to  community  values,  ft  should 
promote  co-operation  and  fellowship  and  be  a 


means  of  uniting  men  in  common  tasks.  A.nd 
it  is  necessary  that  it  foe  so  related  to  the 
other  factors  of  society  as  to  promote  com¬ 
munity  progress  and  social  unity.” 

This  meeting  should  close  on  a  questioning 
note — what  is  it  all  about,  and  what  are  we 
to  do  about  it?  In  the  next  service  we  shall 
try  to  see  how  Christian  principles  are  applied 
in  industry,  and  what  they  mean  in  your  local 
situations. — Epworth  League  Quarterly. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Couvarle,  Mite. — Our  pastor.  Rev.  H.  W. 
Daniels,  has  built  a  new  McMillan  Chapel. 
He  did  what  others  did  not  do;  now  he  is 
pressing  hard  to  buUd  a  3K2,000  church  at 
Couparle.  He  is  a  man  of  God;  pray  for 
his  success. — N.  J.  Massey,  Reporter. 

Neotho,  Mo. — The  Rev.  W.  H.  Simpson, 
evangelist,  member  of  the  Little  Rock  Con¬ 
ference,  is  here  helping  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Holt 
to  conduct  a  revival  meeting.  We  are  having 
a  great  meeting;  sinners  are  being  persuaded 
to  come  to  Jesus  and  serve  God.  Crowds 
are  coming  each  night,  and  the  people  are 
blessed. — Reporter. 

Pope,  Tenn. — The  Rev.  W.  M.  Carter  was 
at  his  post  of  duty  on  July  24.  The  Rev. 
Ervin,  of  Cumberland  Furnace,  was  present 
and  preached  two  wonderful  sermons,  which 
were  enjoyed  by  all.  Several  came  forward 
for  prayer,  and  the  collection  for  the  day 
was  $18.16.  A  large  crowd  attended  the 
services.  Pray  for  our  success. — C.  L.  How¬ 
ard,  Reporter. 

\V etumpka,  Ala. — HockfOrd  Circuit:  May 
29  was  a  high  day  at  Malla’s  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Rev.  J.  C. 
Chuman,  our  district  superintendent,  was  at 
his  best.  At  11  o’clock  he  preached  from 
St.  John  14.  6.  At  8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  S.  L. 
Damus  preached  a  wonderful  sermon,  which 
was  enjoyed  by  all.  Amount  raised  was 
.$42.61.  Paid  superintendent  in  full;  paid 
pastor.  Rev.  H.  H.  Nunn,  $17.21. — Mr.  H. 
'Ziegler,  Reporter. 

Lutbyt,  Md. — We  are  glsul  to  say  that  St. 
.Tohn  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  on  the 
upward  move.  We  are  spiritually  alive  and 
we  feel  that  the  Lord  is  with  us.  Our  July 
meeting  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  E. 
Williams,  our  able  pastor,  and  we  feel  that 
our  work  will  prosper  under  his  Christian 
leadership.  We  are  striving  to  co-operate 
with  him.  May  he  live  long  to  carry  the 
Word  of  God.  Collection  on  Sunday,  July 
24,  was  $86.04. — Mrs.  Mary  B.  Moseley,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Albany,  Ala. — July  29  was  church-cleaning 
day  for  Jones  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  lawn  was  beautifully  dressed,  many  of 
our  Baptist  friends  taking  part  in  the  work. 
The  Rev.  J.  W.  Whitfield,  our  district  super¬ 
intendent,  was  also  present  and  worked  will¬ 
ingly.  Refreshments  were  served  by  Mrs. 
Smile  Morris.  On  the  81st,  following  the 
church  cleaning,  was  our  church  rally.  It 
was  a  success.  We  raised  $880.  We  thank 
our  friends  for  their  contributions. — The  Rev. 
A.  P.  Sumter,  Reporter. 

Enondale,  Mitt. — Sunday,  July  10,  was  a 
day  of  much  success  at  Tamola  Bethel,  on 
Tamola  charge,  when  at  11  A.  M.  every  heart 
was  made  to  feel  uplifted  after  the  pastor. 
Rev.  W.  A.  Wiggins,  had  preached  such  a 
wonderful  sermon,  taking  for  his  text,  “Come 
now  Into  the  house,  for  all  things  are  now 
ready,”  Gen.  7.  1.  Collection  was  $7.26. 
Ralsra  $1J(0  for  Bro.  Isaiah  Phillip,  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  who  lost  everything  he  had. 
The  evening  services  were  good.  Collection 
for  the  nignt,  $5.26;  nand  total  for  the  day, 
$14. — Reporter. 

•  OementnOle,  Ind. — Cementsville  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  still  on  the  map.  We 
had  a  grand  basket  meeting  and  home-coming 
July  17,  conducted  by  the  committeei  Mrs. 
Effle  Copeland,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayden  Hall, 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherman  Caldwell,  Mrs.  Adams, 
and  Mother  Diane.  The  Rev.  D.  R.  Hickman, 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the 
Rev.  Stoner,  of  the  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Zion  Church  of  Jeffersonville,  and  their 
congregations  were  present.  Collection  for 
the  day  was  $70.01.  The  Rev.  J.  Stum 
preach^  at  11  A.  M.,  and  the  Rev.  Stoner 
at  8  P.  M. — Wm.  Miles,  Pastor. 

Drew,  Mite. — Our  pastor.  Rev.  D.  D.  Shel¬ 
ley,  has  just  closed  a  very  great  revival  here, 
which  stirred  the  country  as  well  as  the  town. 
It  was  the  greatest  meeting  we  have  ever 
witnessed,  though  only  seven  souls  were  con¬ 
verted  to  God.  Five  others  joined.  Raised 
$29.70.  The  members  and  friends  were  so 
well  pleased,  it  was  no  trouble  for  the  writer 
to  give  the  pastor  a  suit  of  clothes  for  Con¬ 
ference,  assisted  by  the  members  and  friends. 
Our  pastor  is  a  great  evangelist.  He  knows 
how  to  conduct  a  revival,  and  is  a  good 
preacher  and  pastor.  We  are  growing  by 
leaps  and  bounds.  Pray  for  us. — G.  C.  Mil¬ 
ler,  Reporter. 

Malta  Bend,  Mo. — We  are  glad  to  say  we 
are  spiritually  alive  and  the  Lord  is  leading 
us  on.  We  bad  a  World  Service  drive  with 
a  mock  Conference  on  July  16.  Mrs.  Sarah 
Niff  was  bishop,  with  the  four  district  super¬ 
intendents:  Mrs.  Katie  Whipps,  Mrs.  Josie 
Watkins,  Mr.  W.  W.  Turk,  Mr.  Floyd  Burns, 
with  the  church  divided  under  each.  Collec¬ 
tion  for  that  night  was  On  JuW  80  a 

picnic  was  held  at  Crutchfield  Chapel  Church, 
in  which  we  raised  $116.76.  And  on  the  other 
end  of  the  work — Gilliam,  Mo. — July  17  we 
had  a  basket  dinner  and  baptism.  Collection 
for  the  day  was  $26.  We  asa  your  prayers. — 
The  Rev.  Herman  J.  Harrison,  Pastor;  N.  T., 
Reporter. 

Philadelphia,  Mitt. — Sunday,  July  24,  was 
a  high  day  at  Stephen  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  The  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  the 
W.  O.  U.  paraded  the  streets  of  the  city  and 
then  marched  to  the  church,  where  the  annual 
sermon  of  the  W.  O.  U.  was  preached  by  the 
Rev.  E.  W.  Rogers.  We  then  adjourned  for 
thirty  minutes,  after  which  the  sermon  to  the 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Philadelphia  Lodge,  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Rogers.  The 
corner  stone  of  Stephen  Chapel  was  laid.  A 
collection  of  $73  was  laid  on  the  stone«  This 
marked  one  of  the  greatest  days  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Stephen  Chapel  Church.  Dr.  T.  J. 
Cunny  had  charge  ot  the  ceremonies,  and 
Deputy  Benny  Jones. — Maggie  Moten,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Uandtboro,  Mitt. — The  Cheerful  Givers  cel¬ 
ebrated  their  thirtieth  anniversary  on  July  22 
at  Riley  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  a  lovely  program  was  conducted  by  them. 
'The  welcome  address  was  read  by  Miss  Lu¬ 
cinda  Hammock,  response  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Bur¬ 
lington;  Scripture  reading  by  the  Rev|  J.  L. 
McNair.  A  very  interesting  talk  was  made 
by  the  president,  Mrs.  Rosie.  Washington, 
'nie  pastor  delivered  a  masterful  sermon  from 
the  text,  “What  manner  of  man  is  this?” 
We  are  proud  to  say  that  our  pastor  is  an 
able  speaker.  This  order  is  doing  a  great 
work  for  charity  in  Handsboro.  There  ere 
about  200  members  in  this  order,  and  they 
deserve  much  credit  for  their  excellent  work. 
The  choir  rendered  special  music. — Edward 
Smith,  Reporter.  ^  , 

MandeviUe,  La. — On  Saturday  night,  July 
9,  the  Rev.  T.  R.  Albert,  pastor  of  Newel 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  dis¬ 
turbed  by  a  group  of  his  loyal  members,  with 
Baptist  and  Catholic  friends,  who  came  to  the 
parsonage  singing  “God  will  take  care  of 


you.”  This  jolly  bunch  presented  to  the  pas¬ 
tor  a  basket  of  choice  groceries  and  a  band- 
some  purse,  after  whlim  all  repaired  to  the 
churcl^  where  ice  cream  and  cake  were  served 
in  abundance.  The  pastor  thanked  the  good 
people  for  such  a  treat,  saying  such  dis¬ 
turbances  are  always  w^  received  by  him 
and  may  be  as  frequest  as  they  desire.  This 
pleasant  surprise  was  prom^ed  by  Mrs. 
Phyllis  Hamon,  assisted  by  Miss  Murray,  the 
principal  of  the  public  school,  and  many 
others. — Reporter. 

Bottrop,  La. — On  July  10  the  leaders  and 
stewards  of  Mt.  Nebo  Church  gave  a  State 
contest  rally.  The  one  raising  the  highest 
amount  was  to  receive  a  wrist  watch.  Miss 
Beatrice  Watson,  governer  of  Tennessee,  and 
Lt.  O.  Green  raised  $8.10;  Mrs.  K.  Young, 
governor  of  Mississippi,  and  Lt.  O.  B.  Chest¬ 
nut,  $8.81;  Miss  Frankie  Davis,  governor  of 
Arkansas,  and  Lt.  W.  H.  Jolwon,  $12^28; 
Miss  Frankie  Watson,  governor  of  Louisiana, 
and  Lt.  W.  Jones,  $21.90;  Miss  L.  Chestnut, 
governor  of  Texas,  and  Lt.  M.  J.  Johnson, 
$80.10.  Miss  Chestnut,  being  the  winner,  was 
awarded  a  beautiful  wrist  watch.  We  pray 
God’s  blessing  upon  these  young  ladies,  that 
they  may  continue  working  for  their  church. 
Total  raised,  $78.48. — The  Rev.  I.  E.  Badle, 
Pastor;  Mrs.  I.  E.  Badie,  Reporter. 

Grant,  Okla. — St.  Paul  Church,  imder  the 
auspices  of  a  well-selected  committee,  gave 
a  grand  picnic  one  mile  south  of  Grant,  July 
8  and  9,  causing  many  acquaintances  and 
friends  to  meet  that  had  not  seen  each  other 
for  a  long  while.  The  committee  on  arrange¬ 
ments  was:  Mesdames  D.  Dillard,  B.  Dan- 
gerfield,  P.  A.  Allen,  S.  Henderson,  P.  L. 
Owens,  L.  Littlejohn;  Messrs.  J.  W.  EarlCT, 
R.  Owen,  L.  L.  Littlejohn.  The  I^v.  J.  B. 
Phelps  proved  himself  to  be  quite  an  evan¬ 
gelist  in  the  ten-days’  nxeeting  just  closed, 
July  26,  when  he  held  the  people  spellbound 
with  his  great  evangelistic  sermons.  The  re¬ 
vival  was  a  success,  and  much  of  the  success 
is  due  to  the  prayer  meetings  led  by  the 
sisters.  Six  souls  were  added  to  the  church; 
three  of  them  were  candidates  for  baptism. — 
Mrs.  Lula  Littlejohn,  Reporter. 

Vicktburg,  Mitt. — Sunday,  July  17,  marked 
the  unveiling  of  the  tombstone  of  Bro.  George 
W.  Stith  by  the  Stand-By  Workers,  No.  1674, 
of  the  Mosaic  Temples  of  America.  Services 
were  held  at  Wesley  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  A  program  was  rendered.  Re¬ 
marks  were  made  by  the  Revs.  Floyd,  Crump- 
tion,  and  J.  C.  Hibbler.  Among  many  re¬ 
markable  notes  in  the  sketch  of  his  noble  life 
were  these:  He  was  an  ordained  elder  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Conference;  was  elected 
alternate  delegate  to  General  Cmiference  in 
1892,  and  a  delegate  in  1896,  which  met  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  At  this  Conference,  through 
his  efforts,  the  women  were  permitted  to  vote. 
In  the  commercial  tvorld  he  had  served  as 
deputy  sheriff  and  county  school  teacher.  The 
sketch  of  his  life,  written  three  months  ere 
his  death,  given  by  him  to  his  daughter, 
showed  a  remarkable  memory,  a  profitable 
and  exemplary  life. — Reporter. 

Tutealoota,  Ala. — Sunday  evening,  Ji^  81, 
was  a  service  of  importance.  At  7.80  F.  M. 
the  Epworth  League  and  junior  church  met 
in  joint  session  and  elected  their  delegates 
for  District  Conference.  A  very  fine  pro¬ 
gram  was  rendered.  At  8.46  the  pastor 
preached  a  very  strong  sermon  from  the  sub¬ 
ject,  “Make  Choice  of  God”;  text,  1  Kings 
18.  24.  At  the  conclusion  was  had  a  contest 
among  twelve  women,  who  reported  as  fid- 
lows:  Mrs.  L.  B.  Muiphy,  Mrs.  M.  Adkins, 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Wathall,  Mrs.  Roberta  Frierson, 
$1  each;  Mrs.  R.  Ward,  Mrs.  L.  Hamilton, 
$1.60  each;  Mrs.  R.  R.  Williams,  $2;  Mrs. 
F.  W.  WiUiams,  $18.76;  Mrs.  C.  Thomas,  $6; 
Mrs.  W.  Hardy,  $8;  Mrs.  E.  Walker,  $8; 
Miss  L.  Frierson,  $4.80;  Mrs.  M.  Hudson, 
$6;  Mrs.  M.  Whitaker,  $6;  Mrs.  L.  Gaston, 
$2.41;  Friends,  $7;  total,  $67.66.  This  rally 
was  for  the  benefit  of  the  pastor’s  salary, 
for  which  he  was  very  grateful. — John  Wesley 
Burdon,  Secretary. 

Marion,  Ala. — Sunday,  July  10,  marked  the 
close  of  a  soul-stirring  revival  at  the  Zion 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Thirty-one 
souls  were  converted.  The  Rev.  W.  P.  Ward, 
of  Mt.  Rose,  Miss.,  conducted  the  revival  for 
the  Rev.  G.  W.  Brown.  The  Rev.  Ward  is 
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_ ;  : _ r--~o _ The  Pulaski  District  seemed  impossible  to  rebuild  it,  but  we  are 

continues  to  give  Conference  met  here  and  we  had  a  glorious  happy  to  say  that  our  beloved  pastor,  Rev. 

- .  ■  •  .  . \y-  .1.  W.  Patillo,  and  people  of  Stevenson  will 

church  on  the  enter  the  new  church  on  the  third  Sund^  in 
Sixty-one  years  ago  September.  We  want  to  thank  Bishop  Clair 
"  for  sending  to  us  this  great  man.  The  Sun¬ 
day  school,  Epworth  League,  Ladi^’  Aid, 
and  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  are 
all  doing  great  work  and  our  people  are 

.  i.  Our  pastor  and  wife  are 

and  are  loved  by  members  and 
The  entire  work  is  in  the  best  shape 
it  has  been  in  for  years.  On  July  17  our 
beloved  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  J. 
W.  Whitfield,  held  our  third  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference.  He  was  loud  in  his  praise  of  what 
had  been  done.  He  said  Scottsboro  was 
taking  her  place  on  the  Huntsville  District. 
He  preached  three  wonderful  sermons.  He 
was  paid  $24.  We  are  planning  a  great  re¬ 
vival  meeting  in  the  near  future.  Pray  for 
who  us.  We  had  a  pastor’s  rally  on  July  24  and 
raised  $38.50. — George  Baldwin,  Reporter. 

PooleivUle,  Md. — '“Grand  United  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  Impression  Df^”  is  now  an  an¬ 
nual  day  at  our  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Poolesville.  TTie  Rev.  B.  F.  Hall  is  the 
pastor.  This  day  originated  in  the  mind  of 
the  pastor  about  twelve  months  ago,  he  being 
a  member  of  the  order  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
Having  preached  at  various  times  to  the  many 
lodges  and  households  of  Montgomery,  How¬ 
ard,  and  Carroll  Counties,  he  extended  an 
invitation  to  fourteen  households  and  lodges, 
inviting  them  to  Poolesville  for  a  day,  which 
they  gladly  accepted.  On  June  13,  1926,  a 
large  number  of  people  iourneyed  to  Pooles¬ 
ville,  and  though  the  church  is  the  largest 
of  our  denomination  in  the  county,  there  was 
not  standing  room  at  the  11  o’clock  service. 
Everything  was  done  to  give  the  visitors  hos¬ 
pitable  entertainment.  A  motion  was  made 
at  the  end  of  the  service  that  a  similar  service 
be  held  there  twelve  months  from  that  date, 
^hich  resulted  in  a  unanimous  vote.  Re¬ 
ceipts  for  the  day  amounted  to  $192.40,  all 
of  which  went  to  the  church.  June  19,  1927, 
was  the  day  set  apart  for  the  second  annual 
visit.  Though  the  weather  was- inclement,  the 
good  people  came  a  distance  of  twenty-five 
miles  to  be  here  on  that  day.  The  day  wa^ 
a  success,  even  under  conditions  that  werd 
appalling.  The  Rev.  J.  E.  Carter,  P.N.F., 
preached  a  great  sermon  at  11  A.  M.,  “Am 
I  My  Brother’s  Keeper?”  It  was  suitable 
for  the  occasion.  Miss  Ida  Davis  delivered 
the  welcome  address  on  behalf  of  the  church. 
Among  those  who  spoke  was  the  Most  Worthy 
District  Grand  Master  Smallwood,  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.  Solos  were  rendered  by  Mrs. 
Sarah  Martin,  of  this  church,  and  Captain 
Chevers,  of  'the  Patriarchs.  The  Rev.  Hall, 
although  having  been  under  a  heavy  strain 
of  the  during  the  day,  greeting  the  visiting  brethren 
and  conducting  ceremonies,  showed  no  sign 
of  it  when  he  took  the  platform  to  express 
his  appreciation  and  the  appreciation  of  ^  the 

thropic  disposition  of  those  who  had  traveled 
the  rain  to  help  him  forward  the 
A  motion  was  made  to 
J  again  in  June,  1928, 
condition  that  the  Rev. 

The  receipts 
All  was  given 
Thus  ended  the  second  Odd 
Fellows  Impression  Day  at  Poolesville. — Ida 


a  power  in  the  pulpit.  Since  the  close  of  the  ^piring  activities, 
revival  the  Rev.  Brown  < - 1 -  „ 

us  able  messages,  as  did  the  Rev.  Ward.  We  session.  July  25-81  we  celebrated  the  thirt^- 

pray  God’s  blessings  on  both  of  these  gospel  seventh  anniversary  of  our  cl - 1.  —  1 — 

borers.  Sunday,  July  81,  the  Rev.  Brown  ground  where  it  now  is.  f  , 
baptist  twenty-one  persons.  We  had  a  rcg-  the  church  was  organized  here  with  the  Rev. 
ular  camp  Sunday  ni(^t  the  Rev.  Price  as  the  first  pastor.  Since  that  time 

W.  P.  Foster,  principal  of  Camaden  Baptist  the  church  has  processed  wonderfully  con- 
Academy,  Ala.,  preached  an  able  sidering  various  handicaps  and  obstacles.  _  _ 

sermon.  We  were  all  made  to  feel  (^ad  over  During  the  week  many  of  the  older  citizens  working  like  bees, 
the  message  our  beloved  pastor  brought  to  told  what  they  knew  of  the  struggle  and  live  wires  c..J  _ 
us  on  his  return  from  the  summer  school  at  growth  of  the  church.  We  were  very  fortu-  friends. 

Waveland,  Miss.  The  Rev.  Brown  was  ap-  nate  in  having  the  people  from  the  city 
pointed  to  canvass  for  the  school  the  next  churches  and  nearby  towns  co-operate  with 
summer’s  session,  and  was  also  assistant  in-  us.  The  Rev.  R.  M.  Green,  pastor  Mt.  Olive 
struetor  on  the  ahtietic  field. — ^Miss  Velma  Church,  Radford;  the  Rev.  Taylor  and  the 
Young,  Reporter.  Rev.  Miller,  of  Christiansburg;  the  Rev.  Shaw, 

of  Blacksburg,  and  the  Rev.  M.  M.  Jefferson, 

Ntotko,  2fo.— Sunday,  June  12,  was  a  high  gj  pa„j  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
day  at  Wesley  Chapel,  which  was  our  annu^  Roanoke,  preached  for  us  on  different  nights, 
rally  and  basket-dinner  day.  We  were  Messed  Each  sermon  was  wonderful  and  the  speakers 
both  morning  and  afternoon  with  gospel  mes-  conveyed  messages  that  benefited 
sages  from  two  pastors  of  Joplin,  the  Revs-  heard  them.  We  bdleve  that  more  churches 
T.  D.  Driver  and  E.  A.  Graham.  CollecUon  should  have  similar  meetings  and  revive  the 
for  the  day  amounted  to  $50.  On  Sunday,  spirit  of  the  church. — J.  T.  Wilson,  Pastor; 

July  10,  the  other  end  of  the  circuit— Holts  Virginia  Wilson,  Reporter. 

Chapel,  at  Newtonia,  Mo.— engaged  in  their  ^  a,  j  ou  i 

annual  basket  dinner  and  rally.  People  con-  Ttp  Top,  Vo.- The  Alexander  Chapel 
gregated  from  everywhere,  as  eighty  cars  Methodist  Episcopal  Church’s  dedicatory  ex- 
were  in  evidence.  At  noon  a  bountiful  dinner  ercises  were  held  Sunday,  July  17.  The  dedi- 
was  spread  and  everyone  feasted  to  their  cation  sermon  was  delivered  at  11  A.  M.  by 
heart’s  content.  Collection  for  the  day  was  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Williams,  Pocahontas,  Va. 

$815.22.  Brother  Holt  deserves  much  credit  He  used  for  his  text,  “We  desire  to  see 
for  the  splendid  work  on  this  circuit.  Min-  Jesus.”  The  Rev.  Williams  was  at  his  best 
isters  who  assisted  in  these  services  were:  Our  and  stirred  the  congregation  with  his  master- 
district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  E.  L.  Me-  piece.  It  was  equsi  to  the  day  of  Pentecost. 

Allister;  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Graham,  Trinity  In  the  afternoon  at  8  o’clock  the  Rev.  Wal- 

"  ■  '  fer  P.  Eastwood,  of  the  -Southern  Methodist 

Church,  Tazewell,  Va.,  delivered  an  excellent 
sermon,  and  used  for  his  text,  “Awake, 
awake;  put  on  thy  strength,  O  Zion.”  The 
sermon  was  very  impressive  and  enjoyed  'by 
all,  after  which  the  old  pioneer  of  the  church, 
in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Martin, 
stepped  forward  in  his  peaceful  manner  and 
dedicated  the  church  for  the  service  of  God. 

At  7.30  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Wallace  preached  an 
able  sermon.  We  bad  a  glorious  day,  spirit¬ 
ually  and  financially.  We  raised  for  the  day 
$160,  and  much  praise  must  be  given  the 
Ladies’  Aid  Sociei^,  especially  the  president, 

Mrs.  L.  L.  Sinkford,  who  turned  over  to  the 
pastor  $109.84  on  salary.  May  God  bless  her. 

The  Ladies’  Aid  Society  gave  a  banquet  in 
the  basement  on  Saturday  night,  July  16,  and 
served  dainty  refreshments.  The  Rev.  A. 

Lash,  our  beloved  pastor,  and  his  companion 
have  done  great  work  in  remodeling  our 
church  and  making  it  one  among  the  best 
rural  churches  of  the  East  Tennessee  Con¬ 
ference.  May  God  bless  him  and  send  him 
Ora  A.  Calloway,  Re- 


vail  between  pastor  and  people.  The  young 
pec^le  are  to  be  commended  for  the  Interest 
they  are  manifesting  in  the  work  of  the 
church.  Ten  young  ladies  recently  put  over 
a  “Ten  Virgin  Rally.”  Each  had  to  raise 
$10  to  prove  themselves  to  be  wise.  They 
set  out  to  raise  $100,  but  they  put  on  the 
table  $143.  Reports  were  as  follows:  Misses 
M.  Evans,  $1.62;  R.  Jackson,  $3.62;  M. 

Hogan,  $4.24;  H.  Green,  $17.72;  I.  Stephen¬ 
son,  $14.70;  G.  Adams,  $11.15;  H.  Jennings, 

$17.25;  R.  Washington,  $21.83;  H.  Tcficus, 

$25;  P.  Jackson,  $26.15.  Miss  Bettie  Jackson  us.— Mrs. 

and  Mr.  Andrew  Cook  spoke  comjdimentary  porter, 
words  to  the  “virgins”  for  their  splendid  work 

done.  Mr.  James  Robinson  is  to  be  com-  ScoUtboro,  Ala. — At  the  „ 
mended  for  organizing  a  young  choir  of  Conference  year  things  looked  very  dark  and 
twenty-five  members,  vmch  has  put  new  life  gloomy  indeed,  but  we  are  glad  to  say  that 
into  the/ church.  The  church  can  boast  of  the  entire  circuit  has  taken  on  new  life.  Our  - 

being  free  from  any  indebtedness.  The  pastor  church  here  at  Scottsboro  has  been  repaired  local  church  for  the  generous  and^philan 
and  people  are  happy. — Reporter.  at  a  cost  of  $450.  The  parsonage  has  been  ('  '  ”  ^  ' 

repaired  on  the  inside  and  out  and  screened  miles  in 

Brewton,  Ala. — On  July  18  the  Ladies’  Aid  from  front  to  back.  New  wire  fences  have  cross  of  the  King. 

Club  of  Shiloh  Methodirt  Episcopal  Church  been  built  around  the  parsonage,  out-house  hold  Impression  Day 
rendered  an  interesting  musical  program  in  built ;  a'  new  stove,  bed  and  mattress,  and  which  prevalledf  on  c 
the  city  school  building,  conducted  by  our  other  needed  things  placed  in  the  parsonage.  Hall  is  pastor  at  that  time, 
own  pastor’s  wife,  Mrs.  V.  E.  Moore,  and  plans  have  been  well  laid  to  ceil  and  paint  for  the  day  totalled  $183.88. 

Mrs.  John  Nolen.  Mrs.  Ncrfen  is  president,  our  church  at  Wesley  Chapel  in  the  near  to  the  church.  Tl.__  — 1.1  ^ 

The  program  was  truly  a  great  and  impres-  future.  Our  church  at  Stevenson  was  torn 
sive  one.  Mrs.  Moore  recited  with  grace  and  down  five  years  ago.  Until  this  year  it  Davis,  Reporter, 
ease,  making  a  fine  impression  upon  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Mrs.  Nolen  also  recited,  to  the  delight 

of  all  present.  Everyone  enjoyed  the  music  ,  ,  A  •  • 

District  Activit 

Poole,  William  Crosby,  and  Darden  Willis, 

also  rendered  beautiful  selections.  Thev  can  Dear  Brethren 

be  equaled  but  not  surpassed.  Had  the  UlStHCt  KOUnOS  we  must  go  up  to 

weather  been  favorable,  we  would  have  had  ■MriM'rrtriMTi'R'v  rjTQ'P'HTPT  render  our  repor' 

a  packed  house.  We  are  indeed  proud  to  .  DISTRICT  thrCeneral  Conf 

have  our  pastor’s  wife  with  us.  She  is  a  Ftmrth  Round — ^Theodore,  September  7;  yQy-  attention  to 
splendid  ctairch  worker,  always  ready  to  do  Mobile,  9;  j  ^  leaving 

what  her  hands  find  to  do  for  the  uplift  of  Chickasaw,  Mobile,  10;  Warren  Street,  Sun-  hfv 

the  community.  We  are  also  proud  of  our  day.  H  A  M.;  CWcfcasaw,  8.80  P.  M.;  Wes-  Kg  and  tL  chi 

efficient  president,  Mrs.  Nolen,  who  works  Superintendent, 

faithfully  for  her  church.  Door  receipts  from  Pl*t  16-18;  Brewton,  20;  Pollard,  21;  Castle- 

this  entertainment  amounted  to  $12.15  — The  berry,  22;  Evergreen,  28,  24;  Troy,  28;  Union  ] 

Rev.  R.  H.  Moore,  Pastor;  Mrs.  L.  E.  SheUey,  Springs,  80;  Union  Springs  Ct.,  October  1;  ^ 

Reporter.  Sunday,  Walden  Chapel,  11  A.  M.;  St.  Paul,  Second  Bound. 

Union  Springs,  8  P.  M.;  Lomax,  4;  Booth,  Springfield,  Mo., 

CJurieUaneburg,  Va.  —  Asbury  Methodist  6;  Eclectic  Circuit,  8,  9;  Montgomery,  14;  Ill.,  6,  7;  Webste 
Episcopal  Ckureh  has  been  the  scene  of  many  Wetumpka  Ct.,  15.  III.,  14,  15;  St.  I 
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21,  22;  district  conference,  De  Soto,  Mo., 
24-28;  Union  Memorial,  September  4-6; 
Samaritan,  11,  12;Lovejoy,  Ill.,  11;  Nether¬ 
lands,  13,  14;  Malden,  IS,  16;Poplar  Bluff, 
17,  18;Festus,  24,  26  ;Farmington,  October  1, 
2;Fredericktown,  2,  8;De  ^to,  8,  9;  Kin- 
loch  Park,  9,  10;  La  Salle,  16,  17;  Asbury, 
16-18. 

Dear  Brethren:  We  hope  that  each  one  of 
you  are  planning  to  come  to  the  District 
Conference  which  meets  in  De  Soto,  August 
24-28.  Please  come  prepared  to  stay  over 
Sunday.  I  shall  expert  each  of  you  to  report 
your  full  quota  for  the  Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,  also  Area  Budget.  World 
Service  and  other  Conference  claims.  Please 
keep  in  mind  the  date  of  the  Theologfical 
School  to  be  held  in  St.  Louis,  September  20- 
80  inclusive.  Also  a  city  pastors’  Institute 
will  be  held  at  the  same  time.  We  are  ex¬ 
pecting  every  under-graduate  of  our  St.  Louis 
District  to  attend  this  school. — G.  D.  Han¬ 
cock,  Dist.  Supt. 

WAYCROSS  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Round — Forsyth,  August  20,  21; 
Macon  Station,  27,  28;  Liberty  Hill,  Septem¬ 
ber  3,  4;  Barnesville,  10,  11;  Cordele,  17,  18; 
Waycross  Station,  28-26;  Blackshear,  October 
1,  2;  Bainbridge,  7-9;  Waycross  Circuit,  16, 
16;  Folkston,  22,  28;  Manor  Mission,  29,  80; 
Douglas  Mission,  November  6,  6;  Patterson, 
12,  13;  Valdosta,  18-20. 

Dear  Brethren — This  round  will  close  our 
work  for  this  Conference  year.  Many  of  you 
have  not  paid  vour  full  quota  for  the  World 
Service,  nor  your  Episcopal  Fund.  Please 
have  it  in  hand  by  the  time  I  come  to  hold 
your  last  Quarterly  Conference.  I  want  every 
man  to  be  in  the  one  hundred  per  cent  class. 
If  we  fail  now  our  report  will  come  up  be¬ 
hind.  Let  each  pastor  bring  five  new  sub¬ 
scribers  to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate.  Don’t  forget  your  Pension  and  Relief 
and  Clark  University.  Our  slogan:  $1,000 
World  Service  and  benevolence.  The  date  of 
the  Annual  Conference  is  changed  from  Octo¬ 
ber  20  to  December  1.  —  W.  H.  Odum,  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

Sunday,  July  17,  was  a  high  day  with  the 
J^e  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopd  Church. 


The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  by 
the  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  T.  L. 
Ferguson,  whom  we  highly  esteem  and  will 
not  forget  soon.  We  mso  had  with  us  our 
beloved  bishop,  M.  W.  Clair,  and  the  Revs. 
W.  H.  Wallace,  pastor  of  Centenary  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  this  city,;  W.  T. 
Davis,  pastor  11th  Street  Church,  and  W.  H. 
Williams,  of  this  city.  All  brought  encour¬ 
aging  words  to  the  Lee  Avenue  Church.  The 
bishop  felt  indisposed  to  preach  due  to  a 
sudden  cold.  A  stirring  sermon  was  deliv¬ 
ered  by  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Wallace,  which  all 
enjoyed.  Our  church  is  alive  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  our  able  and  beloved  pastor,  the 
Rev.  King  G.  Turner,  who  is  doing  a  great 
work  here.  The  Lord’s  Supper  was  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  district  superntendent,  as¬ 
sisted  by  the  pastor  and  visiting  pastors. 
Every  department  of  the  church  has  been 
organised  and  is  at  work.  District  super¬ 
intendent’s  claim  was  paid  in  full;  total  col¬ 
lection  for  the  day,  $61;  grand  total  for  the 
quarter.  $264. — Mrs.  Mary  A.  Reese,  Secre¬ 
tary. 

PARSONS,  KANS. 

Sunday,  July  17,  was  indeed  a  high  day 
for  Hamilton  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  occasion  being  the  fourth  and 
last  quarter  for  this  Conference  year.  Our 
district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  D.  G. 
Franklin,  was  present  with  us  and  preached 
three  very  able  and  soul-inspiring  sermons. 
He  commended  every  department  of  the 
church  upon  its  rapid  growth,  especially  our 
Sunday  school,  of  which  we  are  justly  proud. 
Our  Sunday  school  rally  terminated  on  the 
above  date;  amount  raised,  $12.04.  Miss 
Vivian  Motley  was  crowned  queen  of  the 
Sunday  school.  The  superintendent,  Mr.  T. 
W.  McKnigbt,  Sr.,  is  a  tireless  worker  and 
deserves  mu6h  credit  The  Ladies’  Aid  So¬ 
ciety,  of  which  Mrs.  Annie  Hill  is  president 
is  a  real  wide-awake  active  organisation; 
also  our  Home  Missionary  Society,  who  en¬ 
tertained  the  annual  convention  here  in  June. 
Our  own  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  H. 
Hamilton,  who  is  the  founder  of  our  church 
and  pastor  for  the  past  two  years;  is  deserv¬ 
ing  of  all  honor  for  his  Christian  leadership 
and  service.  We  are  having  new  additions 
all  the  while;  we  have  a  newly  organised 
choir,  which  has  purchased  eighteen  song 
books  and  is  rendering  excellent  music.  To¬ 
tal  contribution  for  the  day,  $34.60. — Myrtle 
M.  Bell,  Reporter. 


Reports  of  District  Conferences 

BATON  ROUGE  from  said  district.  His  was  a  m^sage  of 

The  Baton  Rouge  District,  under  the  su-  brotherly  love;  Miss  Neal,  representing  Peck 
perintendency  of  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Reddix,  Home;  the  Revs.  A.  C.  Mitchell,  pastor, 
held  a  fine  session  July  12-17,  inclusive,  at  Plaquemine;  C.  S.  Stanley,  pastor  First 
Camphor’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Street,  New  Orleans;  W.  G.  Alston,  pastor 
Scotland,  La.  The  formal  opening  was  St.  Paul,  Shreveport;  H.  Daniels,  district  su- 
Wednesday  morning,  when  District  Superin-  perintendent  La  Teche  District;  W.  Scott 
tendent  Reddix  administered  holy  commun-  Chinn,  pastor  Wesley,  New  Orleans.  i 
ion  to  all  present.  He  was  assisted  by  the  Several  of  the  visitors  announced  their 
Revs.  J.  A.  Williams,  D.  S.  Sloan,  W.  M.  candidacy  for  election  to  the  General  Con- 
Harrell,  and  L.  C.  Thomas.  As  a  result  of  ference  to  be  held  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  in 
the  organisation,  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Sanders  May,  1928,  and  made  fine  speeches  stating 
was  elected  secretary;  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Rob-  their  purposes  if  elected, 
inson,  statistician;  the  Rev.  A.  W.  M.  Obee,  Prof.  Jordan,  associated  with  the  Red 
treasurer;  Mrs.  H.  A.  Nelson,  reporter  to  Cross  movement  hrte  among  our  group, 
the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  Many  spoke  informingly  of  what  our  folks  could  ex¬ 
valuable  and  helpful  subjects  were  discussed,  pect  during  the  period  of  rehabilitation.  Dr. 
vis.:  “What  can  be  done  to  increase  the  in-  Clark,  president  of  Southern  University, 
terest  of  the  laymen  in  the  work  of  the  local  spoke  relative  to  the  care  to  be  taken  of  the 
church?’’  “A  musical  cong^ress  and  its  bene-  refugees  when  returned  to  their  homes,  and 
fits  to  the  local  church”;  “Waveland  as  an  advised  that  someone  be  selected  from  the 
educational,  recreational,  and  social  mart”;  district  to  go  into  the  flooded  areas,  note 
“The  Epworth  League  and  its  program  to  the  conditions  of  the  returned  flood  sufferers,  and 
local  church.”  Morning  messages  by  the  report  same  to  him. 

Revs.  J.  O.  Brown  and  D.  S.  Sloan  were  Collections  for  all  purposes,  $461.  World 
par-excellent.  Several  excellent  sermons  Service  collection  was  rroorted  $1,000  in  ad- 
were  preached  during  the  day  by  the  follow-  vance  of  that  of  last  Conference  year  for 
mg  ministers:  the  Revs.  P.  Gaskins,  C.  Jen-  similar  period  of  time. 

Idns,  and  J.  C.  McCrory.  The  Revs.  W.  H.  The  Rev.  Obee  and  his  people  royally  en- 
J**"*Jl’  D.  S.  Sloan,  and  J.  A.  Williams  tertained  the  Conference.  In  this  tney  were 
flUed  the  pulpit  at  the  night  sessions;  each  ably  assisted  by  the  sister  churches,  vis. :  Weg- 
of  these  men  of  God  was  at  his  best  and  pro-  ley  Chapel,  St.  Mark,  Neely,  Port  Allen,  Lob- 
duced  a  message  fraught  with  logic,  spirit,  dell,  Jordan,  Zachary,  St.  Luke,  and  Conrad. 
.  and  power.  Despite  the  conditions  brought  about  as  a 

r.  Visitors  who  graced  the  Conference  with  result  of  the  awful  flood  ,the  Baton  Rouge 
their  presence  were  the  Revs.  T.  R.  W.  Har-  District,  under  the  splendid  leadership  of  the 
ris  and  A.  B.  Harris,  of  the  La  Teche  Dis-  Rev.  B.  J.  Reddix,  is  marching  on. — Mrs.  H. 
trict,  the  former  bearing  fraternal  greetings  A.  Nelson,  Reporter. 


your  heart  fbne 
burning? 

Haoe  you  thought  ooi^ 
earning 

Thotewha  from  your 
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ramoin  away? 

^^athera  dear  and 
mathmra, 

— Potts  whoae  tod  for 
others, 

Bars  their  worship 
with  you  on  the  Job' 
bath  Day. 


In  the  interest  of  more  and 
better  Home  Departments 
may  we  direct  your  atten¬ 
tion  to 

The 

Home  Quarterly 

the  connecting  link  between 
the  Church  School  and  those 
unable  to  attend? 

It  is  but  14  cents  a  quarter,  or  50  cents  a 
year  in  cluM  to  schools.  If  )rou  have  no 
Home  Depar  tment  start  one  now.  We  will 
help  you.  Write  for  samples  and  special 
FREE  Trial  terms. 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CmCINNATl  NEW  YORK 
Chicago  Boston  Datrolt  Pittsburgh 
Kansas  Cltg  San  Francisco  Portland,  Ors. 


BROOKHAVEN 

The  Brookhaven  District  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  convened  at 
Hazelhurst,  Miss.,  July  28,  Dr.  G.  W.  Cole¬ 
man,  presiding.  The  Conference  was  caUed 
to  order  at  9.16  A.  M. ;  devotion  wm  con¬ 
ducted,  Scripture  read,  prayer  was  offered, 
and  h3rmn  sang.  The  roll  was  called  and 
nnost  of  the  pastors  answered  to  their  names. 
The  chairman  asked  that  the  Conference  be 
organised.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Moultm  was 
elected  secretary;  the  Rev.  H.  E.  Morgan, 
assistant.  On  motion,  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Mid¬ 
dleton  was  elected  statistical  secretary;  the 
Rev.  L.  T.  Jones,  assistant.  The  Rev.  J.  A. 
Thompson  was  named  reporter  to  the  Advo¬ 
cate.  The  names  of  the  committees  were 
called  as  examiners  of  local  preachers  in  all 
of  the  years.  The  district  superintendent 
read  his  annual  report,  which  was  in  advance 
of  last  year.  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  the  repre¬ 
sentative  for  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Re¬ 
lief,  was  present  and  spoke  in  the  interest  of 
his  cause.  The  pastors  responded  by  pay¬ 
ing  over  to  him  $79.  Dr.  Charles  William 
Chrisler,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  was  introduced  and  made  the  address 
of  welcome,  which  was  timely.  By  request 
of  the  chairman.  Dr.  M.  T.  J.  Howard  re¬ 
sponded  in  a  very  fitting  way.  Dr.  J.  B.  F. 
Shaw,  of  the  if^aven  Teachers  College,  of 
Meridian,  Miss.,  was  introduced  and  spedee 
on  the  need  of  the  school;  the  pastors  paid 
over  to  him  an  additional  Reported 

raised  for  Area  Council  expense,  $107. 

The  following  brethren  were  recommended 
for  admission  on  trial  to  the  Mississippi  An¬ 
nual  Conference:  J.  C.  Chrisler  and  T.  W. 
Brown.  The  spirit  of  evangelism  ran  hig^ 
throughout  the  Conference,  which  resulted  in 
one  accession.  The  following  brethren 
preached  during  the  Conference:  N.  W.  Ross, 
E.  W.  Middleton,  A.  J.  Thompson,  B.  J. 
Cooper,  J.  B.  Brooks,  H.  E.  Morgan,  and 
A.  M.  Quinn. 

Dr.  McAllister,  manager  of  the  Christian 
Advocate,  was  present  and  presented  his 
claim.  He  was  given  several  subscriptions. 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Gaither  was  introduced  and  spoke 
very  interestingly  in  regards  to  The  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Society.  The  follow¬ 
ing  visitors  were  introduced  and  made  some 
spleildid  speeches  and  asked  to  be  elected  to 
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Roster  of  District  Conferences  for  1927  Season 
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Holly  Sprinoa . .Oxford.  Mbo. . Ans.  SMS . .A. 

Cbbaco . GoryTlnd. . An*.  S8-S8 . P. 

Clarkadale  (Nebo  Chnr^) . .  JShdtanound,  Mbo . Ans.  SMS . -C. 

North  Boltimore . JVodrbk,  Md . Anp.  28-28 . .C. 

UoiawvUie . .Codnr  Key,  Fla. . Aug.  24-28 . .O. 

Komo . . .PalBOotto,  Ga.. .................  Aug.  24-28 . ^ 

Floronoo . Cadoo,  8.  C . Aug.  24-28 . ^ 

MarUHu . Scooba,  Mba . Aug.  24-28 . D. 

QroMiwood . Carrollton,  Mba . Aug.  24-28 . .D. 

St  Loob . Doaoto,  Mo . Aug.  24-28 . Q. 

Indlaiiapolb . . . . . .  Bvanarfllo,  Ind.. . Aug.  25-28 . .8. 

Pub . ClarkaTfllo,  Tax . Aug.  26-28 . ^ 

Waahington . St.  Inig<^  Md . Aug.  80-Sopt.  6 . R 

Fort  Smith . No.  Little  Sock,  Ark . Aug.  Sl-Sopt.  4 . J. 

Sodalb . Carthago,  Mo. . Aug.  81-Se^  4 . E. 

Lake  City . High  Springa,  Fla . Sept.  22-26 . J. 

Now  York . Montclair,  N.  J . Sopt.  27-29 . M. 

Philadolpbia . Capo  May,  N.  J . Oct.  4-6 . W. 

]baton . Cambridgo,  Md. . Oct.  2M7 . J. 
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R.  Patteraon 
A.  Thomi>Bon 
,  C.  Thompaon 

E.  A.  Johna 
H.  Woodly 
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the  General  Conference:  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Wil¬ 
liams,  of  Meridian  District;  L.  E.  Johnson, 
of  the  Jackson  District;  Dr.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen, 
Jr.,  of  the  Jackson  District;  Dr.  D.  L.  Mor¬ 
gan,  Meridian  District;  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Isa¬ 
bel,  Jackson  District;  the  Rev.  M.  P.  Johnson, 
of  the  Gulfside  District ;  the  Rev.  S.  L.  Har¬ 
ris,  of  the  Jackson  District;  the  Rev.  W.  L. 
Marshal,  of  the  Vicksburg  District;  the  Rev. 
P.  H.  Rembert,  of  the  Gulfside  District;  Dr. 
J.  M.  Shumpert,  of  the  Gulfside  District;  the 
Rev.  L.  W.  Price,  of  the  Jackson  District; 
the  Rev.  M.  T.  J.  Howard,  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
and  Prof.  Collins,  of  Jackson,  Miss.  Total 
public  collections,  $101.37;  total,  not  includ¬ 
ing  World  Service,  $367.87.  This  marks  the 
close  of  one  of  the  greatest  Conferences  of 
the  Brookhaven  District. — The  Rev.  A.  J. 
Thompson,  Reporter. 

MONTGOMERY 

The  Montgomery  District  Conference  of 
1927  is  history.  Delegates  from  every  part 
of  the  district  were  present  or  on  the  way  to 
the  seat  of  the  Conference.  The  weather  was 
ideid.  The  people  seem  to  be  happy  and 
prosperous;  crops  fine.  The  whole  commu¬ 
nity  came  out  to  welcome  the  large  delega¬ 
tion.  Many  visitors  called  in  to  see  us.  Dr. 
L.  H.  King,  editor  of  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate,  was  among  our  welcome 
visitors.  He  was  presented  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  gave  a  stirring  address,  as  is  his 
custom.  We  called  the  roll  by  charges,  and 
the  pastors  responded  wtth  cash  subscribers. 
It  was  a  treat  for  the  editor  to  come  among 
this  people  out  in  Booth,  Ala.  The  Revs. 
R.  R.  Wffliams,  district  superintendent,  Tus¬ 
caloosa;  Joel  C.  Carson,  Mount  Pleasant, 
Birmingham;  G.  W.  Brown,  of  Maricm,  our 
pastor  in  that  thriving  city;  Mrs.  R.  R.  Wil¬ 
liams,  president  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  Central  Alabama  Annual 
Conference,  and  J.  H.  Taggart,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
were  presented  and  all  gave  talks  which  were 
listened  to  with  much  interest. 

Drs.  Wm.  Jones  and  E.  M.  Jones  were 
present  and  represented  their  respective 
boards.  The  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief 
collection  was  gratifying  in  results.  Dr.  Wm. 
Jones  is  wide-awake  and  is  looking  after  the 
ypuoR  people  on  the  district.  The  Sunday 
schom  was  organised  on  the  district,  which 
will  meet  separate,  but  at  the  same  place  and 
time  of  the  District  Conference  each  year. 
District  officers  follow:  President,  John  Mar¬ 
tin,  Wetumpka,  Ala.;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Beulah  Fiuntain,  Nymph  Route,  Evergrwn, 
Ala.;  recording  secretory,  Mrs.  Elisal^h 
Graphenred,  Nymph  Route,  Evergreen,  Ala.; 
corresponding  secretory,  Mrs.  I.  D.  Ltmase, 
Brewton,  Ala.;  treasurer,  Moses  Anthony, 
Wetumpka,  Ala.;  superintendent  of  Ele¬ 
mentary  Division,  Mrs.  V.  M.  Washington, 
414  Gulllemard  Street,  Pensacola,  Fla.;  sn- 
pcrlntcndcnt  Adult  DivlsioUf  A-  T.  RichErd- 
son,  Pollard,  Ala.;  superintendent  Teacher 
Training,  Wm.  Jones,  80^  Tuttle  Ayeme, 
Montgomery,  Ala.  District  officers  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  follow: 
District  president,  Mrs.  P.  P.  Wright,  606 
South  Jackson  Street,  Montgomery,  Ala.; 
vice-president,  Mrs.  K.  C.  Roach,  Castleberry, 
Ala.;  treasurer,  Mrs.  1.  B.  Lopase,  Br«wton, 
Ala.;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  Ellsawth 
Grapgenred,  Nymph  Route,  Evergreen,  Ala.; 
thank  offering,  Mrs.  Ibia  Curlee,  Wetumpka, 


Ala.;  mite  box  offering,  Mrs.  Elisa  Anthony, 
Wetumpka,  Al^  birthday  offering,  Mrs.  J. 
W.  Parks,  16  Tuttle  Avenue,  Montgomery, 
Ala.;  jubilee  secretary,  Mrs.  Beulah  Foun¬ 
tain,  Nymph  Route,  Evergreen,  Ala.;  junior 
department,  Mrs.  Ibia  Curlee,  414  Ocela 
Street,  Wetumpka,  Ala.;  secretary  literature, 
Mrs.  Bamma  Rollinson.  The  district  elected 
delegates  to  Area  Council,  which  meets  in 
Waveland,  Miss.,  August  31  to  September  4, 
1927;  Ministerial,  Dr.  J.  L.  Wilson,  306 
North  Warren  Street,  Mobile,  Ala.;  lay,  Mrs. 
P.  P.  Wright,  606  South  Jackson  Street, 
Montgomery,  Ala. 

A  commendable  feature  of  the  Conference 
was  each  morning  after  devotional.  Dr.  J.  L. 
Wilson  lectured  on  “Homiletics;  Dr.  L.  H. 
King,  editor  of  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate,  spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  lec¬ 
tures  and  the  ability  of  the  personnel. — Re¬ 
porter. 

PULASKI 

The  Pulaski  District  Conference  met  at 
Christiansburg,  Va.,  June  29-July  8,  with  the 
Rev.  Anderson  Davis,  D.D.,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  in  the  chair.  The  Conference 
opened  with  a  spiritual  and  uplifting  ser¬ 
mon  by  the  Rev.  Heard,  from  the  theme, 
“Honor  God.”  The  addresses  by  Dr.  Davis 
before  each  business  session  were  mountain- 
top  visions  to  the  Conference;  all  received 
inspiration  and  courage  to  go  back  to  their 
tasks  with  renewed  strength  to  work  for  the 
Master.  The  address  of  welcome  on  behalf 
of  the  city  was  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hay¬ 
maker,  mayor.  He  assured  the  Conference 
of  the  welcome  to  the  city,  and  spoke  of  his 
faith  and  belief  in  the  great  things  of  God. 
On  behalf  of  education  by  Mr.  Hagan,  super¬ 
visor  of  schools,  said  he,  “If  I  had  to  decide, 

I  would  rather  have  a  heart  that  has  been 
touched  with  the  love  of  Christ  than  a  trained 
mind;  but  to  make  citisens  worth  while  the 
heart  and  mind  must  alike  be  developed  in 
the  things  that  lead  to  God.”  The  responses 
were  made  by  the  Rev.  E  .H.  Forrest,  D.D., 
and  the  Rev.  L.  P.  Whitten.  Each  made  a 
plea  for  a  closer  fellowship  with  God  and 
to  hold  on  to  the  great  realities  of  Christ. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Davis  stated  that  the 
district  was  still  gaining  ground.  This  dis¬ 
trict  now  is  the  leading  district  of  the  East 
Tennessee  Conference,  which  speaks  louder 
than  words  of  the  efficient  and  wise  leader¬ 
ship  of  Dr.  Davis.  A  gain  was  reported  in 
World  Service,  as  well  as  conversions.  The 
district  superintendent  urged  us  to  go  to  our 
unwished  task  with  the  spirit  of  the  Master 
and  lift  higher  the  banner  of  the  district. 
The  Rev.  J.  B.  Bolden  was  elected  secretary; 
Mrs.  Alberta  Higgins,  assistant;  the  Rev.  G. 
McBrossie  and  ll  P.  Whitten,  statisticians; 

L.  P.  Whitten,  reporter.  Love  feast  was 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Watson;  the 
SpirH  came  among  us  and  our  hearts  were 
made  to  rejoice  as  those  present  told  of  their 
determination  to  flght  and  win  by  the  help 
of  God.  Sermons  were  preached  by  the 
Revs.  F.  D.  Thomas,  L.  P.  Whitten,  and  R. 

M.  Green.  The  memorial  service  for  our  be¬ 
loved  dead  was  held  at  8.80,  Sunday  after¬ 
noon;  the  addresses  were  delivered  by  the 
Revs.  F.  D.  Thomas  and  R.  M.  Green. 

The  Rev.  J.  T.  Wilson  and  family,  with 
the  mod  people  of  his  church  and  city,  en- 
tertmned  the  Conference  to  the  highest  All 
left  feeling  that  we  had  indeed  been  up  on 


the  mountain  top  and  had  caught  a  larger 
vision  of  service,  work,  and  love  for  Christ. 
— L.  P.  Whitten,  Reporter. 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN 

The  third  session  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
District  Conference,  Woman’s  Home  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Societies,  Ladies’  Aid 
Society,  Sunday  school,  •  Epworth  League, 
Junior  League,  and  Methodist  Brotherhood 
Conventions  met  in  Shephard  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Manhattan,  Kans., 
July  6-10,  1927.  The  few  subjects  pro¬ 
grammed  for  open  discussion  were  tackled 
with  abandon  and  intelligently  discussed  by 
those  present.  The  reports  were  good  and 
very  lieartening  indeed.  Our  visitors:  Dr, 

F.  H.  Butler,  Dr.  L.  H.  King,  the  Rev.  F. 
J.  Bryant,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Bryant  and  the  little 
Misses  Bryant,  our  pastor  and  family  at  To¬ 
peka,  Kans.;  the  Rev.  M.  L.  Mackay,  pastor 
Centennial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Kansas  City,  Md.;  Miss  Hattie  B.  Hooks,  re¬ 
turned  missionary  from  Africa;  Mr.  Theo¬ 
dore  Rice,  teacher  of  the  public  school  at 
Sapulpa,  Okla.;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Lindsty,  and  Miss 
Christine  Smith,  both  of  Kansas  City,  Kans.; 
Mr.  WJlIiams,  Coffeyville,  Kans.,  and  the  Rev. 

G.  S.  Sawyer,  pastor  Mason  Memorial  Meth- 
iKlist  Episcopal  Church,  Kansas  City,  Kans. 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Clair  could  not  be  with 
us,  but  asked  that  Africa  be  put  on  the  hearts 
of  the  people.  This  we  truly  can  say  was 
done  on  Thursday  night,  when  Miss  Hooks, 
in  a  most  pleasing  manner,  portrayed  the 
home  life,  customs,  and  faithfulness  of  the 
natives  of  Africa  and  showed  many  articles 
made  by  them.  There  was  not  a  shabby  or 
half-made  article  among  them.  Those  who 
heard  and  saw  her  will  never  forget  the 
homeland. 

Dr.  Butler  won  his  way  into  the  hearts 
of  all  the  young  folks,  as  he  always  does 
whenever  and  wherever  he  speaks.  Dr.  King 
thrilled  his  audience  with  his  masterly  flow 
of  diction  and  his  wonderful  knowledge  of 
world  facts.  The  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate  was  presented  and  some  subscrip¬ 
tions  were  taken.  Strong  sermons  were  given 
us  by  the  visiting  pastors.  The  playground 
received  its  lion  share  of  attention  by  all; 
there  were  no  old  folks  around.  The  social 
liour  every  night  after  services  was  one  of 
the  most  popular  features  of  the  Conference. 
We  were  well  taken  care  of  in  the  church 
basement  three  times  a  day.  Our  waitresses 
were  always  near  by  to  supply  your  wants. 
An  excellent  program  was  rendered  by  The 
Woman’s  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  So¬ 
cieties  Friday  afternoon,  Mrs.  G.  T.  Saxton 
presiding.  We  were  favored  with  a  solo, 
“My  Faith  in  Thee,”  by  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Thompson,  Friday  night,  after  the  sermon 
by  the  Rev.  Bryant.  It  was  sweetly  sun^ 

The  first  Epworth  League  Institute  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Lincoln  Conference  was 
held  in  conectlon  with  the  District  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  institute  from  7  A.  M.  to  12.15 
P.  M.,  and  the  Conference  sessions  beginning 
at  2.30  P.  M.  to  4.80  P.  M.  The  rest  of  the 
afternoon  until  7.30  P.  M.  was  spent  on  the 
playground.  Everybody  played  and  every¬ 
body  worked  and  everybody  enjoyed  every¬ 
thing.  Camp-fire  service  Saturday  ni^t  was 
very  effective.  Splendid  services  Sunday. 
The  Rev.  J.  Blaine  Walker  preached  a 
splendid  sermon  at  11  A.  M.,  and  the  Rev. 
J.  H.  Streeter  fired  the  camp  at  8  P.  M. 
and  left,  and  we  went  away  happy  and  sat¬ 
isfied. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Saxton  and  Misses 
Saxton  deserve  much  credit;  also  the  faith¬ 
ful  ones  that  helped  to  put  the  Conference 
and  institute  over. 

The  next  District  Conference  was  voted  to 
Omaha  (Grove),  Nebraska. 

The  young  folks  of  the  Epworth  League 
worked  hard.  There  was  not  a  dull  mo¬ 
ment.  Plenty  music,  plenty  pepi  plenty  re¬ 
freshments. — Mrs.  B.  R.  Brooker,  Reporter. 

Crescent  City  Note 

ML  Zion — Our  church  work  moves  steadily 
on.  Sunday,  the  services  throi^hout  the  day 
were  flne.  At  11  o’clock.  Rev.  Brown,  pastor, 
stressed  the  need  of  the  old  time  ruigion. 
At  8  P.  M.  the  Stewardess  Love  Feast  was 
a  Penecostal  shower.  At  7.80  P.  M.  the  ser- 


^Epworth  League  Institute  Cards  of  Thanks 

I^flteS  The  pastor  of  Riley  Ch^>el  Methodist  Epis- 

1927  SEASON  copal  Church,  wishes  to  thank  the  friends  and 

Aug.  2aS8-fennessee  Conference,  Walden  H  ^rtiJi*%!lMor^''’ 

College.  NashvUle,  Tenn.  ‘ 

Tn?***'*®**  Lexington  We  take  this  method  to  emress  our  grati- 
Qmference,  Gary,  Ind.  tude  to  the  president  of  the  Spworth  League 

~  ~  of  St.  Stephen’s  Methodist  Episcopal  at 

mon  was  forceful  and  eloquent.  Monday  Gautier,  Miss.,  for  a  hat  to  wear  to  the 
night  the  new  St.  Mark’s  B.  C.  Club  gave  a  District  Conference;  also  for  a  fine  shirt 
grand  concert  and  maniess  wedding  for  Cap-  given  through  the  president  of  the  Ladies’ 
tain  Alice  Earis,  which  was  indeed  an  en-  Society  of  St.  James  Methodist  Epis- 

joyable  affair. — Reporter.  copal  Church  at  Ocean  Springs,  Miss.— The 

^  Rev.  J.  B.  Campbell. 

nnvTww  »»  t  i  i  ^  method  of  thanking  the  good 

BONIER  —  SWAPTORD.--  Mr.  Lincoln  people  of  Mt.  Carmel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Bonier  was  married  to  Miss  Florestine  Church  for  seventy-five  pounds  of  groceries 
Swafford  on  Juiy  28,  1927  in  the  Methodist  given  me  on  May  27.  They  came  singing 
parsonage  at  Colfax,  Rev.  J.  C  Clark,  “The  Lord  WUl  Provide."  The  party  was 
pastor,  officiated.  Both  are  residents  of  Col-  led  bv  Sister  G.  A.  Washington,  president  of 
fax.  We  wish  for  the  couple  long  life  and  the  Ladies’  Aid  Brother  Z.  Shanton,  M.  C. 
happiness.— Reporter.  Daniels,  Ed.  Senchlev,  H.  Chase,  J.  Wash- 

BURNS-SALONE.  There  has  never  been  {fiSs^naTJesfioo; 

celebrated  In  our  city  a  more  elaborate  and  “dK  A  P  ^ 

orettv  affair  than  that  nf  th«»  rninhnw  Robinson,  Woodland,  La. 


The  Amen  Corner 


“World’s  Work”  calls  attention  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  mistake  of  attempting  to  pay  pensions 
from  current  earnings,  wUch  seems  easy  at 
first,  while  the  number  of  pensioners  is’  small, 
but  is  difficult  and  soon  oecomes  impossible 
when  the  number  of  those  who  are  of  pension 
age  mounts  rapidly. 

A  pension  svrtem  is  like  a  depreciation  ac¬ 
count  for  a  piece  of  machinery,  which  is  set 
up  when  the  machine  Is  installed  so  that  it 
may  be  replaced  when  worn  out.  For  the 
same  reason  at  the  time  a  workman  is  em¬ 
ployed  an  account  should  be  set  up  for  his 
future  pension.  The  cost  of  doing  so  has  been 
worked  out  by  actuaries,  and  employers  can¬ 
not  afford  to  imore  it. 

To  stand  in  the  way  of  the  new  actnarially 
prepared  Mmittert’  B«$ervt  Pention  Fund  of 
Methodism  Is  to  attempt  to  stem 'the  force  of 
an  overwhelming  pension  movement  which 
touches  all  sociu  groups.  Notwithstanding 
the  high  importance  of  providing  for  the 
already  accrued  pension  obligations  for  past 
services,  the  moit  importoaU  thing  by  Jar  i$ 
to  provide  a  pension  system  whieh  will  eep- 
nomioaily  emd  positively  take  care  of  the  ram- 
idly  aeeruing  and  aceumulatingpenidon  la¬ 
bilities  for  future  services.  Tlfis  the  new 
Methodist  Ministers’  Reserve  Pension  Fund 
does.  Yon  believe  that  Methodist  pensions 
should  be  sound,  safe,  and  adequate!  Then 
send  us  a  special  gfift  to  extend  our  work. 

The  Life  Annuity  Bonds  of  the  Board  of 
Pensions  and  Relief  are  good  bonds. 

Address:  Joseph  B.  Hnroxur,  Cor.  Bee., 
740  Rush  St.,  Chicsigo. 


CHURCH  FURNntnUB 

Eemydienfer  Clawi  mi  Smite  Sdmel  ^ 
I  tm,  rmireoaryte  Yes.  Kmttesmesfim  H 
DttMoalkiB«M.ftCo.  « 
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Morristown  Normal  and  Industrial  College 


'  A  SCHOOL  OF  CHARACTER' 


i 


Co-Educational.  Fully  Accredited  High  School,  Normal  and  Jumor  Col-  I 
lege.  Strong  Faculty.  Modern  Equipped  Doraitories,  Administration  i 
Building  and  New  Gymnasium.  Large  Athletic  Field.  Manual  Train¬ 
ing,  Domestic  Arts;  Vocal,  Violin  and  Instrumental  Music.  Teacher 
Training,  State  Cer^cates  and  Placement  Bureau.  Expenses  Moderate.  . 
Ideally  Located.  Fall  Term  begins  September  20,  1 927.  Send  for  Catalog.  | 


JUDSON  S.  HILL,  D.D.,  Prerident 


Morristown,  Tennessee 


BENNETT  COLLEGE  FOR  WOMEN 


GREENSBORO,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Climate  Excellent 
EqmPMENT  Modern 


Campus  Beautiful 
Student  Self-government 


Relationship  with  faculty  wholesome  and  demo¬ 
cratic.  Faculty  composed  of  college  women  chosen 
from  best  schools  in  America. 


Enrollment  '19x7-18  limited  to  300.  For  further 
information  address 

DAVID  D.  JONES,  President. 


DICKS' 


ANTISEPTIC 


^rORCUT8,WOUNDS.BfUIISeS, 
^  5URIIS,$CALI>S.CRAMPS.C0UC 


A  PROMPT  GERMICIDE 


HCAUNO^  SOOTHING- COOLING 


P.  A.  DICKS 


433  Bonrboa  St. 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Nunn,  secretary;  V.  E.  Gates,  correspond¬ 
ing  secretary;  F.  B.  Darby,  treasurer;  N. 
Watson,  mite  box  secretary;  B.  P.  Scott, 
young  people’s  secretary;  N.  W.  Holland, 
Junior  worlc  secretai^;  M.  Blake,  thank  of¬ 
fering  secretary;  K.  Jeffrie,  iLenten  secretary; 
S.  Page,  missionary  education;  L.  Humph^, 
life  service  secretary;  C.  Mayhorn,  temper¬ 
ance  secretary.  Total  amount  raised,  $107.48. 
The  next  convention  goes  to  Wheatley. — 
Winnie  Nunn,  Reporter. 

The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Upper  Mississippi  Conference  met  in  its 
annual  convention  JuN  8,  9,  at  St.  Paul 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Tupelo,  Miss. 
The  meeting  was  opened  by  devotional  serv¬ 
ice  led  by  the  president,  Mrs.  S.  K.  Philips, 
-who  gave  a  very  inspirational  talk.  After¬ 
wards  the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  B. 
W.  Wynn,  of  the  Tupelo  District,  and  the 
pastor.  Dr.  W.  H.  Golden,  administered  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  The  service  was  indeed  a 
spiritual  feast,  and  I  am  sure  all  received 
a  blessing.  The  president  stated  that  be¬ 
cause  of  flood  conditions  at  Indianola,  the 
meeting  could  not  be  held  there.  Providence 
intervened,  and  on  short  notice  Tupelo,  with 
its  kind  pastor  and  very  gracious  members, 
welcomed  the  convention  and  proved  them¬ 
selves  very  worthy  hostesses.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  the  organisation  was  pefected.  All  of¬ 
ficers  were  present  with  one  exception,  Mrs. 
E.  L.  NevUs,  the  secretary  of  the  young 
people’s  work.  The  reports  of  the  work  done 
by  various  departments  were  good.  The  dis¬ 
trict  reports  showed  a  slight  decrease  be¬ 
cause  there  were  no  reports  from  the  flooded 
districts.  The  Durant  District,  because  of 
its  proficient  and  inestimable  leader,  Mrs.  N. 
B.  Rooney,  leads  the  Conference  this  vear. 
HoUy  Sprtogs  is  wide-awake  and  is  doing 
real  constructive  work  among  the  young 
people.  ‘Hie  Tupelo  District  advanced  this 
year  because  of  the  work  done  by  our  most 
worthy  and  beloved  sister,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Golden.  Friday  morning  a  line  of  Home 
Guards  and  Mothers’  Jewels  were  marched 
into  the  auditorium  by  Mrs.  L.  McDonald, 
which  signified  a  jneater  and  stronger  society 
for  the  future.  Quite  a  number  of  subscrib¬ 
ers  to  The  Woman’s  Home  Missions  were  se¬ 
cured  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Arnold,  who  worked 
faithfully.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Tolbert,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Starkville  District;  the 
Rev.  F.  P.  Leonard,  pastor  of  Indianola, 
and  members  of  the  Colored  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  and  Baptist  Churches  were  introduced. 
In  the  afternoon  a  reception  was  g^ven  for 
the  delegates,  who  gave  signs  of  wpreciation 
for  the  hospitality  shown  them.  Friday  eve¬ 
ning  a  very  interest!]^  and  elaborate  pro¬ 
gram  was  rendered.  Welcome  addresses  on 
behalf  of  Lane  Chapel  Colored  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  by  Mrs.  Fannie  Kolhlon; 
the  Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church  and  St. 
Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  by  Mrs.  G. 
A.  McEwen;  response  by  Mrs.  Lillian  Rog¬ 
ers,  of  Indianola.  The  president,  Mrs.  S.  K. 
Philips,  addressed  the  convention  to  the  de¬ 
light  of  all.  The  music  was  inspirational. 
Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  Dr.  Golden, 
his  wife,  and  the  mod  people  of  Tupelo  for 
the  way  they  cared  for  the  convention.  Mrs. 
S.  K.  Philips  was  elected  president;  Miss  D. 
Lawrence,  secretary;  Mrs.  N.  B.  Rooney, 
corresponding  seerrtary;  Mrs.  L.  P.  Romrs, 
treasurer,  'j^us  goes  into  history  one  of  the 
best  sessions  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  conventions  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi  Conference.  The  next  session  will 
be  held  at  Amory. — Mrs.  B.  R.  Wynn,  Re¬ 
porter. 

THE  W.  F.  M.  S.  CONVENTION  OF  THE 
GAINESVILLE  DISTRICT 

On  July  6-10,  1927,  the  Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  Convention  of  the 
GainesvUle  District  convened  with  the  Bethel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the 
Rev.  G.  W.  Debose  is  the  pastor,  and  Mrs. 
Rosa  L.  Davis,  district  president.  The  open¬ 
ing  service  was  conducted  by  our  dis¬ 

trict  leader,  in  the  person  of  Dr.  D.  S.  Sel- 
more,  district  superintendent.  At  the  call¬ 
ing  of  the  roil  fifteen  auxiliaries  were  repre¬ 
sented  and  paid  their  annual  dues.  Among 
the  distinguished  visitors  were:  Drs.  D.  W. 
Rowe,  S.  B.  Wilson,  W.  P.  Player,  H.  M. 


Trapp,  A.  Miles,  E.  J.  Young,  J.  B.  Black- 
near,  and  many  others.  The  welcome  ad¬ 
dresses  were  delivered  by  Mr.  L.  C.  Cohen, 
J.  W.  Dooling,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Hogan. 
These  addresses  were  responded  to  by  Mrs. 
Hattie  Strong.  Strong  and  willing  workers 
were  there  from  Brooker,  Newb^,  Jones- 
vHIe,  .Plnesville,  Archer,  Ottercreek,  Sandhill, 
Libertyhill,  Union  Bethel,  Gainesville,  East 
Gainesville,  Mt.  Brook,  Nebo,  Alachua,  Gulf 
Hammock,  Cedar  Key,  Lacross,  St.  John, 
and  Newberry. 

The  music  was  furnished  by  the  home 
choir,  with  Mrs.  H.  L.  Dooling  and  Miss 
Estella  Foster  at  the  organ.  Great  sermons 
were  delivered  by  the  Revs.  Robt.  Neal,  W. 
M.  Murry,  G.  W.  Debose,  A.  Miles,  E.  P.  L. 
Johnson,  and  the  district  superintendent. 
The  total  sum  raised  during  the  meeting  was 
$105.  Mrs.  D.  L.  Freeman,  of  High  Spring, 
Fla.,  and  Mr.  James  Davis,  of  Newberry 
were  the  managers  of  the  cooking  depart¬ 
ment,  and  saw  that  everybody  was  fea  till 
they  wanted  no  more. 

Sunday  night  was  the  high  tide  hour  when 
Dr.  A.  Miles  led  us  to  the  cross  and  gave 
us  a  new  commission  to  go  out  into  all  the 
world  and  save  the  lost  sneep  for  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Jesus  Christ.  Mrs.  Hattie  Strong, 
our  secretary,  deserves  much  credit  for  the 
manner  in  which  she  kept  the  minutes  and 
refused  to  accept  one  penny  for  her  service. 
Our  district  superintendent  and  the  presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Davis,  also  refused  to  take 
one  cent  for  the  service  they  had  rendered. 


They  felt  that  God  wants  them  to  do  some 
free  service  for  those  who  are  in  the  dark 
and  need  the  light  of  salvation. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  at  Arredondo, 
Fla.,  where  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Warner  and  his 
faithful  members  are  getting  ready  now  to 
care  for  600  people  free  of  all  charges.  Our 
aim  is  to  raise  $600  next  year  for  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions.  The  Gainesville  Dis¬ 
trict  is  the  only  one  in  the  State  that  holds 
a  convention  of  this  kind.  God  bless  our 
leader  for  the  interest  that  he  has  manifested 
in  this  district  since  he  has  been  appointed 
by  Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson,  D.D.  A  bet¬ 
ter  man  could  not  be  found  anywhere  in  the 
church  for  the  leadership  of  the  district  than 
the  man  we  have  now.  We  are  asking  every 
pastor  on  the  district  to  see  that  his  church 
has  a  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
in  it  by  the  next  Quarterly  Conference.  If 
you  need  an  organizer,  just  write  Mrs.  R. 
L.  Davis,  Newberry,  Fla.,  and  she  will  come 
at  your  request.  She  is  a  trained  nurse,  a 

frgduate  or  the  Chicago  School  of  Nursing. 

he  has  been  endorsed  by  the  leading  white 
doctors  of  the  county  as  being  the  best  of 
her  kind  in  this  community.  When  you  need 
the  advice  of  a  nurse,  just  send  for  her  and 
she  will  h^  you.  All  the  members  of  The 
Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  must 
take  the  Southwestern  Christian  AdvocaflM 
so  that  they  will  keep  abreast  with  the 
and  doings  of  the  church.  God  bless  tbs’ 
work  and  the  workers  who  stood  by  us  this 
time.— Josie  Lang,  Reporter. 
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"The  Ways  of  God  Are  Past  Finding  Ouf 

has  no  secrets. 

IfSPB  Whenever  a  man  with  an  inquiring  mind  begins  to  ask  God 
WSISlM  questions  he  begins  to  get  answers. 

The  Almighty  is  perfectly  willing  to  explain  anything  we  can  un¬ 
derstand. 

Lord  Lister,  in  his  laboratory,  is  prying  into  the  secrets  of  God.  Louis 
Pasteur,  with  his  eyes  to  his  microscope,  and  Charles  P.,  Steinmetz,  manufac¬ 
turing  artificial  lightning,  are  tracing  the  ways  of  God.  William  Herschel, 
kT  Ills  telescope,  is  following  the  trail  of  God  as  he  goes  exploring  the 
heavens.  Charles  Darwin,  studvine  the  fossils  and  fhf-  i^llv  fish  nn 
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Personal  and  General 


— Bv  writing  the  Foreign  Board  at  New 
York,  those  hiterested  may  have  free  of  cost 
copies  of  that  excellent  little  book,  “Mexico 
and  the  Mexicans,”  written  by  Bishop  George 
A.  Miller,  of  Mexico  City.  Its  five  chapters 
are  richly  illustrated  and  give  a  vivid  por¬ 
trayal  of  the  thrilling  drama  of  events  in 
church  and  state  now  being  enacted  in 
Mexico. 

— Bishop  B.  T.  Badley  cables  from  India 
that  unprecedented  floods  in  his  territory 
have  seriously  damaged  our  Gujarat  Misskm 
property  there,  creating  an  urgent,  imme- 
^ate  need  of  $8,000.  ^me  of  the  workers 
there  have  lost  everything,  and  in  some  cases 
entire  villages  have  been  destroyed.  For  this 
worthy  Christian  cause  contributions  m^  be 
sent  to  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  160  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York. 

— ^The  Rev.  J.  C.  Brower,  of  Wesley  Chapel, 
Little  Rock,  writes  that  his  building  project, 
the  new  and  greater  Wesley,  is  moving  for¬ 
ward  nicely.  It  will  be  recalled  that  the  work 
has  been  at  a  standstill  for  months  due  to 
a  legal  tangle.  But  this  situation  has  hap¬ 
pily  been  completely  cleared  up  by  the  unan¬ 
imously  favorable  decision  of  the  courts,  and 
the  completed  new  church  structure  is  thereby 
assured  in  the  very  near  future. 

— Mrs.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  W.  E. 
Bowen,  of  Ganmum  Theological  Seminary, 
accompanies  her  husband  to  New  York  City, 
where,  during  the  month  of  August,  he  fills 
the  pulpit  of  Salem  Church  during  the  vaca¬ 
tion  of  Salem’s  pastor.  Dr.  F.  A.  Cullen,  at 
his  summer  home,  Pleasantville,  N.  J.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Bowen  are  domiciled  at  the  home  of 
their  son-in-law  and  daughter,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stephen  H.  Dix,  216  West  140th  Street. 

— More  than  $30,000,000  was  spent  during 
the  past  year  for  new  buildings  alone  by  the 
American  Protestant  Hospital  Association, 
which  will  hold  its  seventh  annual  conven¬ 
tion,  October  8-10,  at  Minneapolis,  Minn., 
this  year.  Emphasis  in  the  program  will 
be  put  upon  “The  Church’s  Increasing  Re¬ 
sponsibility  for  Maintaining  Hospitals.”  A 
moving  picture  film  will  illustrate  “The 
Origin  and  Development  of  Biological  Prod¬ 
ucts.” 

— Dr.  GrifSn  G.  Logfm,  though  physically  in¬ 
disposed  recently,  has  succeeded  in  raising 
his  total  World  Service  allotment  for  the 
Conference  year.  He  is  an  intelligent  leader 
of  his  people  and  a  diligent  worker  in  his 
parish  at  Tulsa,  Okla.  Dr.  Logan  has  a 
son  who  is  a  senior  in  the  University  of  Ne¬ 
braska,  named  for  his  grandfather,  the  vet¬ 
eran  Mississippi  churchman.  Dr.  J.  M. 
Shumpert.  A  daughter.  Miss  Fostoria  Lo¬ 
gan,  is  teacher  in  the  Booker  Washington 
High  School,  Tulsa. 

— The  “Working  Mothers’  Rest  Awhile”  is 
the  name  given  one  of  the  activities  of  the 
People’s  Church,  New  Orleans,  the  Rev.  W. 
T.  Handy,  pastor.  It  was  made  possible 
through  the  generosity  of  thp  Orleans  Parish 
Tuberculosis  and  Public  Health  Association, 
which  paid  the  expenses  of  twenty  colored 
mothers  and  their  babies  for  a  ten-days’ 
vacation  at  Waveland,  Miss.  The  association 
also  underwrote  the  expenses  of  twelve  col¬ 
ored  girls  to  Camp  Waveland.  The  meri¬ 
torious  work  being  done  under  the  pastorate 
of  the  Rev.  Handy  at  People’s  Church  is 
receiving  widespread  recognition  and  sup¬ 
port  by  the  people  of  the  city. 

— Methodist  laymen  are  universally  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  most  vital  question  before  the 
Methodist  public  to-day,  vis.,  admitting  lay¬ 
men  into  Annual  Conferences.  A  plan  em¬ 
bodying  the  proposed  constitutionsJ  change 
that  would  be  required  has  been  drawn  up 
by  the  General  Laymen’s  Association  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  Mr. 
George  Dixon,  of  Rock  River  Conference, 
is  the  chairman.  That  plan  is  being  submit¬ 
ted  to  our  constituency  through  the  columns 
of  this  journal.  It  will  doubtless  receive 
the  widest  reading  and  most  careful  study 
by  our  people  generally  inasmuch  as  it  is  to 


be  submitted  to  the  approaching  General 
Conference  for  favorable  consideration 
should  the  requisite  number  of  Annual  and 
Lay  Electoral  Conferences  give  it  their  ap¬ 
proval. 

— Samuel  Huston  College  Summer  School 
has  just  closed  its  sessions — one  of  the  finest 
on  record.  Its  curricula  arc  shaped  to  meet 
the  professional  needs  of  principals,  super¬ 
visors,  classroom  teachers,  and  students  in 
the  preservice  stage  of  teaching.  The  school 
was  visited  by  such  outstanding  national  and 
State  educators  as  first  assistant  superin¬ 
tendent  of  public  instruction,  Mr.  Rogers ; 
Mr.  Taylor,  the  high-school  inspector;  Mr. 
Caldwell,  of  the  Slater  and  Jeanes  Fund, 
and  the  executive  secretary  of  the  National 
Association  of  Teachers  in  Colored  Schools, 
and  others.  These  educators  expressed  much 
a|q>reciation  for  the  way  the  college  is  utilis¬ 
ing  its  opportunities  to  serve  the  education 
of  the  Negro  in  Texas.  The  summer  school 
was  much  thrilled  and  benefited  by  the  lec¬ 
tures  and  demonstrations  of  Mrs.  Hunter, 
of  Prairie  View.  At  once  practical,  effective, 
markedly  proficient  in  her  chosen  field,  Mrs. 
Hunter  easUy  takes  an  important  place 
among  the  great  educators  of  Texas.  This 
educator  was  delighted  with  the  high  caliber 
of  the  student  personnel  of  the  summer 
school,  and  lauded  the  institution  for  the 
humble  service  it  has  rendered  Prairie  View 
in  the  development  of  Dean  Carmichael,  one 
of  the  first  college  graduates  of  Samuel  Hus¬ 
ton.  Ten  per  cent  of  the  student  group  holds 
collegiate  degrees,  and  are  taking  the  ad¬ 
vanced  courses  offered  to  such  grade  of  stu¬ 
dents. 

Baltic  and  Slavic  Mission 
Conference 

According  to  the  published  plan  of  Epis¬ 
copal  Visitation,  the  Baltic  and  Slavic  Mis¬ 
sion  Conference  is  to  be  held  September  21. 
This  is  evidently  a  typographical  error.  It 
should  be  September  7.  Nor  will  the  session 
be  held  at  Hapsal,  Estonia,  as  ori^nally 
planned,  but  is  to  take  place  at  Riga,  Latvia, 
in  the  Methodist  Headquarters,  16  Elixabetes 
lela.  Bishop  Edgar  Blake,  of  Paris,  will 
reside.  The  preachers  are  planning  to  cele- 
rate  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  Dr.  Geo. 
A.  Simons’  missionary  activities  in  Russia 
and  the  Baltic  countries  at  this  session. 

Expanded  Program  of  the 
Association  for  the  Study  of 
Negro  Life  and  History 

Dr.  C.  G.  WOODSON,  director,  an¬ 
nounces  a  decidedly  enlarged  staff  and 
new  program  of  the  Association  for 
the  Study  of  Negro  Life  and  History. 

In  the  first  place,  branches  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  will  be  organised  in  all  large  urban  cen¬ 
ters,  and  at  least  one  in  every  section  sparsely 
settled.  There  is  an  all  but  general  demand 
for  the  extension  of  this  work.  Requests  for 
the  organization  of  branches  come  from  read¬ 
ing  clubs,  literary  societies,  and  churches. 

There  are  four  important  purposes  in  es¬ 
tablishing  local  banches:  To  save  such  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  Negro  as  old  newspapers,  books 
out  of  print,  receipts,  manumission  papers, 
deeds,  wills,  and  the  like,  bearing  on  the 
past  of  the  Negro;  to  secure  the  co-operation 
of  a  number  of  persons  who  will  learn  to  tell 
intelligently  to  children  in  schools  and 
churches  interesting  stories  of  distinguished 
Nenoes  who  have  achieved  things  worth 
whSe,  and  to  promote  the  actual  study  of 
the  Negro  in  a  class  or  club  .proceeding  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  definite  outline  and  under  the 
supervision  of  the  director  of  the  associa¬ 
tion. 

To  carry  out  this  program  the  association 
has  employed  a  field  secretary  and  a  finan¬ 
cial  agent.  The  field  secretary  is  Mr.  John 
J.  McKinley,  of  Chicago.  He  comes  to  the 


association  with  the  prestige  of  thorough 
training  at  the  University  of  Chicago  and 
with  the  experience  of  an  instructor  at  Win¬ 
ston-Salem  Teachers  College. 

Dr.  Robert  C.  Woods,  former  president  of 
Virg^ia  Seminary,  has  been  appointed  finan¬ 
cial  agent.  He  will  endeavor  to  stimulate 
friends  of  the  organization  to  greater  en¬ 
deavor,  and  he  will  help  in  the  drive  of  the 
association  for  $20,000  to  publish  juvenile  lit¬ 
erature  of  the  Negfro.  With  his  ripe  scholar¬ 
ship,  broad  experience,  and  wide  acquaint¬ 
ance,  he  will  doubtless  be  an  important  factor 
in  the  rapid  expansion  of  the  work. 


A  New  Policy  for  Stereop- 
ticon  Lectures 

Bt  Hiram  C.  Cowoer,  Director 

The  Stereopticon  Department  of  the 
World  Service  Agencies  announces  a  new 
policy  effective  immediately.  It  con¬ 
cerns  a  “voluntary  rental”  plan  for  the  use 
of  its  lectures. 

Since>  February,  1923,  our  Methodist 
churches  and  institutions  have  been  supplied 
with  stereopticon  lectures  with  no  other  ex¬ 
pense  than  that  of  return  postage.  Our 
churches  have  thus  been  provided  with  edu¬ 
cational  material  of  exceptionally  high  quality 
at  practiciilly  no  expense.  Many  have  found 
these  lectures  and  illustrated  hymns  not  only 
effective  in  promoting  support  of  benevo¬ 
lences,  but  also  in  stimulating  local  church 
interest  and  attendance.  ^ 

Many  pastors  who  are  using  this  service 
have  expressed  a  willingness  to  pay  for  it 
because  of  the  help  it  has  given  them.  Also, 
some  of  the  church  leaders  have  felt  that 
more  of  the  expense  of  distributing  the  lec¬ 
tures  could  be  borne  by  the  patrons  and  thus 
release  more  money  for  benevolent  work. 

However,  it  is  well-known  that  a  large 
number  of  the  churches  now  using  our  slides 
extensively  would  not  be  able  to  do  so  nearly 
as  much  if  they  bad  to  pay  regular  rental. 
World  Service  would  therefore  lose  much  in 
the  way  of  promotional  value. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  World  Service 
Commission  it  was  recommended  that  we 
hereafter  encourage  churches  which  are  able 
to  do  so  to  pay  a  voluntary  rental  of  $2, 
or  send  in  the  proceeds  of  a  free-will  offer¬ 
ing  taken  for  that  purpose  for  each  use  of 
the  lectures. 

This  contribution  is  entirelv  voluntary. 
There  will  be  no  solicitation  other  than  the 
statement  of  policy  which  goes 'with  each 
lecture.  The  sets  continue  rental  free,  and 
no  church  will  be  penalized  in  the  matter  of 
service  because  it  does  not  send  in  a  con¬ 
tribution.  We  are  confident,  however,  that 
many  churches  will  be  glad  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  this  opportunity  of  making  a  mod¬ 
est  payment  for  this  helpful  service. 
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The  Cross  Stands  Fast 


IT  IS  inevitable  that  the  new  age  now  upon  us  will 
find  new  ways  of  expressing  its  abounding  life. 
Man’s  multiplied  experiences  will  find  corresponding 
ways  of  expression  both  in  new  verbal  terms  and  new  sym¬ 
bols.  Because  human  experience  grows,  human  language 
and  thbse  other  s3anbols  which  express  our  growing  ex¬ 
perience  must  needs  grow.  Moreover,  old  experiences  that 
are  constant  and  fundamental  likewise  find  new  means 
and  symbols  that  give  them  fresher  and  richer  interpre¬ 
tation. 

In  such  reflections,  however,  no  violence  is  done 
to  humanity’s  estimate  of  the  cross  as  a  treasured 
symbol  in  the  Christian  experience  of  the  human 
race.  For,  for  nineteen  centuries  the  cross  has  stood 
forth  as  the  unique  symbol  of  that  act  of  God  which 
meets  the  deepest  needs  of  human  life.  It  explains 
that  act  for  us  in  terms  of  sacriflcial  love,  and  vice  versa. 
“For  so  greatly  did  God  love  the  world  that  He  gave  His 
only  Son,  that  everyone  who  trusts  in  Him  may  not  per¬ 
ish  but  have  the  Life  of  the  Ages.”  The  cross  is  part  of 
that  expressive  act  of  God’s  saving  love  for  marrkind.  It 
represents  the  central  pairt  of  the  translation  of  that  love 
into  intelligible  terms  in  order  to  our  piroper  appreciation 
and  appropriation  thereof.  From  the  cross  originate  and 
radiate  all  our  devotional  songs,  sentiments  of  love,  and 
creative  emotion.  As  long  as  we  have  this  concept  of 
God’s  act  to  save  mankind  from  the  dominance  and  rav¬ 
ages  of  sin,  humanity  will  continue  to  set  the  cross  at  the 
center  of  our  noblest  symbolism  and  will  sing  ferrently 
those  melodies  that  glorify  the  cross  in  our  experience. 

Its  sacrificial  value  remains  for  us,  despite  its  mys¬ 
teries.  Any  less  interpretation  permits  a  too  light  evalua¬ 
tion  of  sin’s  nature  and  of  moral  guilt.  In  the  light  of  the 
cross,  the  proportions  and  intensity  of  God’s  love  are 
clearly  evident,  and  by  the  side  of  His  interest  man’s 
tendency  to  regard  moral  wrongdoing  lightly  is  thereby 
most  sternly  rebuked.  Yielding  to  this  modem  tendency 
to  lightly  r*egard  our  wrongdoing  is  seriously  impairing 
our  spiritual  vitality  and  hindering  our  religious  loyal¬ 
ties.  To  minimize  the  cross  in  human  experience  is  not 
only  to  lessen  the  intensity  of  our  devotion  to  the  spirit¬ 
ual  principle,  but  to  foster  an  alibi  for  moral  evils  and 
finally  to  challenge  the  claim  of  the  spiritual  to  sover¬ 
eignty  of  our  lives. 

On  the  contrary,  recognition  of  the  cross  and  its  sym¬ 
bolic  significance  of  the  sacrificial  love  of  God  express¬ 
ing  itself  on  behalf  of  mankind,-  is  creative  of  spiritual 
energy  and  moral  purpose  on  the  part  of  man  to  meet 
God’s  saving  act  with  similar  love  and  loyalty  to  God  and 
to  the  spiritual  idealism  of  His  revealed  purpose  for  us. 
In  the  cross  is  made  possible  the  identification  of  our  pur¬ 
pose  with  His — the  realization  of  a  righteous  social  order 
among  men.  Herein  the  cross  has  definite  social  sig- 
^  nificance.  Any  less  powerful  motivating  force  in  human 
^  experience  would  lack  competency  to  bring  human  life  to 
that  sacrificial  devotion  requisite  for  the  unique  fellow¬ 
ship  which  God  sets  up  as  the  divine  goal  of  human  so¬ 


ciety.  Only  the  spirit  of  the  cross  affords  sufficient  urge 
to  bring  men  to  the  fellowship  which  the  Christ  of  the 
cross  came  to  make  real. 

In  the  cross,  as  symbol  of  the  sacrificial  love  of  God, 
are  our  profoundest  satisfactions  met.  In  the  cross  alone 
is  the  love  of  God  so  translated  as  to  bring  to  humanity 
in  contemplation  thereof  our  genuine  complacency.  Here 
the  excursions  of  the  mind  and  the  yearnings  of  the  heart 
are  willing  to  rest.  For  more  than  nineteen  centuries 
those  millions  who  have  contemplated  the  cross  have  been 
content  to  rest  their  hopes  in  time  and  for  eternity. 

“Bane  and  blessing,  pain  and  pleasure. 

By  the  cross  are  sanctified. 

^  Peace  is  there  that  knows  no  measure, 

Joys  that  through  all  times  abide.” 

Whatever  the  tendency  of  the  age,  whether  out  of 
spiritual  irreverence  and  unbelief  or  out  of  the  natural 
demand  men  seek  new  forms  and  symbols,  the  cross  still 
stands  as  the  most  concrete  and  satisfying  symbol  that 
men  have  yet  discovered  or  devised  to  aptly  express  that 
gracious  act  of  God  by  means  of  which  He  makes  known 
and  mediates  His  mysterious  saving  love  for  mankind. 
Since  the  cross  is  the  most  unique  expression  of  God’s 
love  for  humanity,  and  since  men  find  in  the  cross  the  satis¬ 
factions  of  their  profoundest  needs  and  the  accompany¬ 
ing  complacency  of  soul  which  nothing  else  gives,  herein 
is  found  the  preacher’s  imperative  reason,  as  God’s  rep¬ 
resentative’  and  ambassador,  for  preaching  the  cross  of 
Christ  to  mankind  with  increasing  conviction  and  fer¬ 
vency.  The  called  preacher  is  conscious  both  of  the  value 
and  power  of  his  message — cross-centered — as  well  as  of 
the  needs  of  his  hearers.  Let  him,  therefore,  despite  the 
fact  of  the  multiplying  number  of  those  who  have  itching 
ears,  preach  the  cross,  even  the  crucified  Christ  of  that 
cross.  Else  he  has  no  worth-while  message  for  the  most 
needy  age  of  the  world’s  history. 

The  growing  skepticism  of  the  age  demands  as  its  off¬ 
set  the  increasing  positivism  of  the  preacher’s  message. 
He  either  has  an  adequate  message  or  he  has  none.  If 
he  has  one,  its  center  and  convincing  power  is  the  cross;  if 
he  has  none,  it  is  because  he  minimizes  that  cross  without 
which  the  human  heart  finds  itself  dissatisfied.  Because 
the  essence  of  the  gospel  is  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  the 
most  pathetic  cry  of  men  is  for  that  which  the  cross  S3nn- 
bolizes  to  meet  their  fundamental  need,  the  preacher’s 
superb  privilege  is  to  preach  that  indispensable  cross  to 
men  with  the  conviction  of  a  Paul  and  the  love  of  the 
Christ. 


— Watc^  your  step. 

— Sin  a  servant  soon  becomes  a  master. 

— Aimless  preaching  never  gets  any  game. 

— The  fault-finding  spirit  is  the  wolf  which  destroys  the 
flock. 
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Upper  Fairmount,  Maryland 

By  the  Rev.  John  H.  Reed,  D.D. 


This  section,  situated  in  the  northeastern  portion 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  is  unique  both  in  its 
geographical  location  and  in  the  character  of  its 
population.  The  whole  section,  known  as  Fairmount,  is 
most  admirably  situated  between  the  Annamessex  and 
Manokin  Rivers,  and  is  divided  into  two  parts,  namely: 
Upper  Fairmount  and  Lower  Fairmount,  comprising  al¬ 
luvial  soil  and  a  splendid  agricultural  district  well  wat¬ 
ered  by  the  above-named  rivers.  The  chief  products  are 
strawberries,  tomatoes,  com,  white  potatoes,  sweet  pota¬ 
toes,  beans,  cabbages,  with  other  variety  of  farm  prod¬ 
ucts  peculiar  to  the  soil,  and  well  adapted  to  tmck  farm- 
ing. 

The  population  of  the  entire  section  known  as  Fair- 
mount  is  approximatdy  1,200,  including  both  races. 
With  no  thought  of  segregation  on  part  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers,  the  Negro  population  is  principally  settled  upon  the 
beautiful  site  of  Upper  Fairmount,  making  up  a  distinct 
group  in  a  population  of  about  600  and  a  scholastic  pop¬ 
ulation  of  126  children,  as  shown  by  the  school  registra¬ 
tion.  This  Negro  group  own  their  lands  and  have  erected 
splendid  homes  upon  the  same,  which  present  the  most 
beautiful  appearance  of  any  section  in  the  mral  districts 
of  the  State  of  Maryland.  The  racial  relations  between 
whites  and  blacks  is  indeed  most  harmonious  and  mutually 
helpful.  This  may  be  observed  in  all  of  the  interrela¬ 
tions  of  business  life,  with  no  infringements  upon  the  so¬ 
cial  rights  of  one  group  over  against  the  other. 

There  are  two  colored  public  schools — one  in  the 
upper  section  and  one  in  the  lower.  The  whites  operate 
the  Fairmount  Academy,  under  the  school  system  of  Som¬ 
erset  County.  Mr.  Herbert  S.  Wilson,  one  of  Meth¬ 
odism’s  most  prominent  laymen,  was  supervisor  of  the 
colored  public  schools  of  Somerset  County  "for  nearly 
fifteen  years;  he  was  bora  and  nurtured  in  Fairmount, 
and  is  now  the  honored  and  efficient  supervisor  of  schools 
in  Kent  County. 

The  church  life  of  the  community  is  made  up  of  two 
distinct  colored  congregations  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  namely :  Centennial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  known  as  the  mothpr  church,  and  St.  Andrews 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  both  of  the  Salisbury  Dis¬ 
trict,  Delaware  Annual  Conference.  The  history  of  these 
two  churches  affords  the  deepest  interest  and  concern  for 
the  future  growth  of  Methodism  in  Fairmount.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  that  one  strong  and  commanding  congregation 
at  Upper  Fairmount,  by  the  consolidation  of  the  two,  would 
be  a  stroke  of  ecclesiastical  statesmanship  on  the  part 
of  present  leadership  in  administration  for  the  best  fu¬ 
ture  growth  and  permanency.  St.  Andrews  Church  is 
strategically  located  for  just  such  a  consolidation,  in 
order  that  the  greatest  good  might  come  to  the  greatest 
number.  No  soft  pedal  needs  to  be  placed  upon  such  a 
proposition.  The  present  warrants  it;  the  future  de¬ 
mands  it.  Within  this  area  there  is  one  strong  white 
congregation  of  Methodists,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Wilmington  Annual  Conference.  The  Episcopal 
Church  once  operated  here,  but  this  denomination  does 
not  now  function  as  a  body. 

The  question  of  public  utility  and  improvement  is  the 
one  uppermost  in  the  thought  of  our  colored  group,  and 


to  this  end  the  leaders  of  the  race  in  Upper  Fairmount 
are  alert  for  the  best  possible  movements  to  make  this 
unique  village  a  center  of  racial  uplift.  To  this  end  the 
most  recent  step  taken  was  a  petition  to  the  Post  Office 
Department  at  Washington  for  the  establishment  of  a 
post  office  at  this  point,  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  of 
our  section  so  admirably  located  upon  this  prominent 
territory.  Mr.  E.  Graham  Waters,  our  leading  colored 
merchant  here,  took  the  initiative  in  this  movement  and 
personally  circulated  the  petition,  obtaining  the  signa¬ 
tures  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  village,  which  resulted 
in  the  coming  of  the  post  office  inspector  for  investiga¬ 
tion.  The  inspector  .was  indeed  most  favorably  im¬ 
pressed,  and  recommended  to  the  department  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  post  office,  under  the  name  of  Upper  Hill, 
Maryland,  Somerset  County.  This  new  post  office  is 
right  in  the  center  of  our  Negro  population,  and  comes 
as  a  worthy  recognition  of  this  splendid  group  of  citizens 
at  this  strategic  point  in  Somerset  County,  State  of  Mary¬ 
land. 

Mr.  E.  Graham  Waters,  who  has  been  appointed  post¬ 
master  for  the  new  office,  known  as  Upper  Hill,  Md.,  had 
the  most  hearty  sanction  and  co-operation  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  white  citizens  of  Somerset  County,  which  fact  was 
evinced  in  their  ready  endorsement,  not  only  of  Mr. 
Waters  as  postmaster,  but  for  the  necessity  of  such  a 
public  measure  and  governmental  policy  for  Upper  Hill 
and  its  loyal  citizens  of  the  State  and  county.  Prominent 
among  these  white  friends  may  be  worthily  mentioned  :|jB 
Mr.  Harry  T.  Phoebus,  Senator  0.  E.  Weller,  Mr. 
Buraie  Dryden,  chairman  of  the  State  Central  Commit¬ 
tee;  Mr.  William  E.  Ward,  Mr.  James  Hall,  and  most 
assuredly  Mr.  James  I.  Dennis,  our  colored  representa¬ 
tive,  as  a  member  of  the  State  Central  Committee,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  Captain  Ed.  N.  Wilson,  the  long¬ 
standing  leader  of  the  race  in  Somerset  County.  The  gen¬ 
tlemen  composing  the  State  Central  Committee  unan¬ 
imously  endorsed  the  establishment  of  this  new  office.  The 
appointment  of  Mr.  Graham  as  postmaster  is  indeed  a 
worthy  honor  bestowed,  and  puts  our  group  under  re¬ 
newed  obligations  for  such  governmental  responsibilities. 

As  citizens,  the  people  of  our  race  feel  a  deep  sense  of 
gratitude  for  the  unselfish  affiliation  and  co-operation 
of  our  white  fellow  citizens  upon  this  question  of  public 
policy,  with  the  highest  motive  for  State  and  national 
loyalty  in  the  discharge  of  public  duty. 

With  the  building  of  a  substantial  State  road  through 
this  section,  the  instalment  of  lights  and  telephone  con¬ 
nections,  the  establishment  of  industrial  plants  to  meet 
the  demands  of  home  industry,  the  opening  of  libraries  and 
reading  rooms,  and  the  facility  of  modem  improvements, 
water  works  and  proper  sewerage  for  home  comforts,  and 
placing  this  village  in  touch  with  the  pulsations  and 
heart-throbs  of  the  outside  world.  Upper  Fairmount,  and 
particularly  Upper  Hill,  will  become  a  most  desirable 
spot  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  where  life  will  be  worth 
while,  and  the  splendid  possibilities  of  its  population, 
both  black  and  white,  will  be  fully  realized.  The  realiza-  ^ 
tion  of  this  dream  is  the  deep  desire  of  all  and  the  fond^ 
hope  of  the  future.  ^ 

UPPER  Hini.,  MD. 


August  25,  1927 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


661 


Contributed  Editorial 


Geneva  and  After 

ONE  of  the  arresting  phrases  of  Goodspeed’s  New 
Translation  of  the  New  Testament  is  to  be  found 
in  his  rendering  of  Luke  7.  30,  “The  experts  in 
the  law  have  thwarted  God’s  purpose  for  themselves.” 

A  great  many  of  God’s  purposes  for  themselves,  and 
for  everybody  else  as  well,  have  been  thwarted  by  experts. 
As  the  Geneva  Conference  on  Naval  Limitation  recedes 
farther  into  the  past  this  text  about  experts  thwarting 
God’s  purposes  comes  to  mind  as  having  a  timely  appli¬ 
cation. 

The  failure  of  the  conference  has  been  ascribed  to 
many  causes,  and  possibly  every  single  one  of  them  is  true 
in  a  measure.  This  is  no  time  to  vent  disappointment  over 
the  failure  of  the  conference  in  recriminations  or  loose 
talk  about  the  necessity  of  pushing  enlarged  naval  build¬ 
ing  programs.  There  has  been  quite  enough  and  too 
much  of  that.  There  is  wisdom  as  well  as  wit  in  the  sug¬ 
gestion  credited  to  Dean  Inge  that  prayers  be  said  in 
the  churches  for  the  general  observance  of  the  principle, 
“Say  nothing  except  good  of  the  dead,”  in  regard  to  the 
Geneva  Conference. 

Yet  there  are  some  general  principles  which  the  failure 
of  the  conference  makes  clear  and  which  should  be  taken  to 
heart  by  all  the  world.  These  rise  above  the  intricacies  of 
technical  disputations  about  tonnage  and  the  size  of  guns. 

One  conclusion  generally  agreed  upon  is  that  a  dis¬ 
armament  conference  conducted  largely  by  naval  experts 
can  produce  nothing  but  a  debate.  “The  experts  have 
thwarted  God’s  purposes,”  at  Geneva,  not  from  any  dia¬ 
bolical  design,  but  just  beca.use  they  are  experts.  Lord 
Lee,  of  Fareham,  who  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
Washington  Conference,  called  by  President  Harding, 
put  this  truth  succinctly  in  the  early  days  of  the  Geneva 
Conference,  in  a  letter  to  the  London  Times.  He  dep¬ 
recated  the  thought  of  a  possible  clash,  even  on  paper, 
between  the  navies  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 
He  was  worried  by  the '  technical  disputes  in  which  the 
naval  experts  at  Geneva  were  getting  ensnarled.  Quoting 
what  M.  Clemenceatj  is  reported  to  have  said  during 
the  dark  days  of  the  war,  “This  war  is  far  too  serious  to 
be  entrusted  to  the  generals,”  Lord  Lee  declared  that 
“this  question  of  the  relations  between  England  and 
America  is  far  too  serious  to  be  left  to  the  naval  experts 
on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic.” 

The  “experts”  soon  justified  Lord  Lee’s  fears.  The 
original  purpose  of  disarmament  was  soon  lost  sight  of — 
just  as  of  old  the  Pharisees  lost  sight  of  weightier  matters 
of  the  law  amid  a  maze  of  minor  technicalities.  The  con¬ 
ference  became  an  armament  conference,  drenched  in  an 
atmosphere  of  war,  of  “security,”  “needs,”  attack  and 
defense,  and  rivalry.  Admirals  think  of  navies  in  terms  of 
war  action,  and  each  admiral  is  moved  by  the  desire  to 
render  his  own  navy  as  strong  ^s  possible.  While  paying 
tribute  to  the  idea  of  disarmament,  a  limitation  confer¬ 
ence  becomes  a  game  of  paper  war,  in  which  one  desires  to 
“put  something  over”  on  the  other.  Such  an  attitude 
never  results  in  real  reduction.  Technical  considerations 
of  naval  competition  outranked  the  main  question  of  the 
desirability  of  getting  nearer  to  disarmament. 

The  result  of  the  seven  weeks  of  discussion  disclosed, 
as  summed  up  by  a  Japanese  delegation,  “tragic  limita¬ 
tions  of  vision,  broadmindedness  and  statesmanship.”  It 
is  rather  hard  to  dissent  from  this  judgment. 


A  second  similar  principle  which  emerges  is  that  it  is 
impossible  to  secure  disarmament  in  any  real  degree  when 
the  thinking  is  still  in  war  terms,  when  governments. are 
dominated  by  a  war  psychology.  If  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  is  “unthinkable,”  as 
everyone  declares,  why  go  on  thinking  it?  For  that  is 
unquestionably  what  the  experts  did.  The  London  Times, 
in  a  frank  editorial,  thus  describes  the  business  of  think¬ 
ing  war  which  blocked  the  conference: 

“There  has  been  an  immense  amount  of  talk  about  ratios  and  guns 
and  tonnage,  but  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  provide  an  agreed 
answer  to  the  simple  qu^lon:  What  are  all  these  battleships, 
cruisers,  and  destroyers  for?  The  vague  answer  is  defense.  But 
against  whom  or  what?  In  the  background  of  all  these,  naval  dis¬ 
cussions  lurks  the  idea  of  a  potential  enemy.  Who  is  he?  .  .  .  The 
idea  of  naval  rivalry  persists  even  in  the  discussion  on  limitation. 
War  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  is,  of  course, 
unthinkable,  and  war  between  Great  Britain  and  Japan,  or  between 
Japan  and  America,  is  highly  improbable.  The’  German  navy  has 
disappeared,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  a  formidable  navy 
appearing  in  any  other  part  of  the  world  in  the  near  future.  In 
these  circumstances  much  might  have  resulted  from  the  frank  dis¬ 
cussion  suggested  by  Mr.  BamaEMAK  about  wbat  all  the  ships  are 
for.  The  lack  of  it  so  far  has  vitiated  the  work  of  the  conference.” 

We  need  not  expect  great  achievement  in  disarmament 
as  long  as  government  experts  are  thinking  more  of  war 
than  of  peace.  The  task  of  moral  disarmament  looms 
larger  than  ever  as  the  supreme  task  of  the  Church  in  our 
day. 

Vice-President  Charles  G.  Dawes  performed  a  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  largest  value  in  his  address  at  the  dedication  of 
the  International  Bridge  at  Niagara  Falls,  by  denouncing 
in  vigorous  words  the  possibility  of  a  new  era  of  competi¬ 
tive  naval  building  as  a  result  of  the  failure  of  the  confer¬ 
ence.  He  said : 

“It  is  unthinkable  that  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
solemnly  pledg^ed  to  the  principle  of  equality,  will  again  place  upon 
thejr  peoples  the  burden  of  competitive  navu  building,  because  tem¬ 
porarily  their  experts  disagree  in  their  practical  interpretation  Of 
that  principle. 

“The  conference  will  only  result  in  the  stronger  demand  of  the 
world  that  the  work  of  interpreting  the  principle  of  equality  in 
respective  ship  programs  be  continued  until  a  fair  agreement  is 
reached.” 

That  this  opposition  to  the  propaganda  of  advocates 
of  a  big  navy-building  program  is  urgently  necessary  is 
evidenced  by  the  blatant  declaration  made,  according  to 
the  Federated  Press,  by  Congressman  Loring  Black,  of 
New  York: 

“If  there  is  no  real  disarmament  at  Geneva,  we  big-navy  men 
will  undoubtOdly  develop  a  greater  voting  strmig^  in  the  House  for 
a  cruiser  and  submarine  construction  program.  We  will  appropriate 
enough  money  to  complete  construction  of  the  authorised  cruisers, 
and  the  naval  affairs  committee  will  undoubte^y  come  in  with  a  bill 
authorising  not  only  ten  cruisers,  as  was  proposed  at  the  last  session, 
but  a  number  sufficient  to  meet  the  British  strength.” 

A  big  fight  is  ahead  of  the  anti-militaristic*  forces  of 
the  country  if  they  are  to  keep  the  Geneva  Conference 
from  being  the  signal  for  a  new  race  in  naval  building. 
President  Coolidge’s  opposition  to  such  a  course, 
strongly  reaffirmed  in  the  past  weeks,  will  prove  an  enor¬ 
mous  help  and  deserves  the  powerful  support  of  the 
churches  and  the  country  at  large. 

Hard  and  Soft 

R.  G.  A.'STUDDERT-KENNEDY,  preaching  re¬ 
cently  against  a  limp  and  complacent  acceptance 
of  the  world  sis  it  is,  said:  “A  man  who  is  con¬ 
tent  with  the  world  as  it  is  today  must  bq  hard  in  the 
heart  and  soft  in  the  head.”  L.  ■ 
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MICHIGAN  AVENUE  AND  LAKE  SHORE  DRIVE,  CHICAGO 


A  Britisher  Looks  at  America 


II.  The  Churches  and  Spiritual  Life 


By  Samuel  Horton 

Secretary  of  the  Metropolitan  Free  Church  Federation,  London;  Ex-Freeident  of  the  Primitive  Methodiet  Conference 


Standard  of  Preaching  Lower  Than  in  England 

So  far  as  the  standard  of  preaching  in  the  churches 
was  concerned,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  as  high  as  in  the 
old  country,  though  necessarily  the  number  of  sermons 
which  I  have  heard  were  limited,  and  it  might  be  unfair 
to  make  a  general  deduction  from  so  limited  an  experience. 
I  gathered  that  some  of  the  churches  had  not  escaped 
altogether  from  the  dangers  of  financial  prosperity,  and 
that  the  more  choice  souls  in  some  of  the  wealthier  churches 
were  having  a  rather  tough  fight  to  maintain  the  great 
spiritual  democracy  which  regards  all  men  as  equal  in  the 
presence  of  the  Master.  I,  however,  heard  some  sermons 
which  stirred  the  soul,  and  which  had  in  them  the  glow 
and  fervor  of  a  conquering  evangelism.  I  got  an  impres¬ 
sion,  however,  rightly  or  wrongly,  that  there  is  rather 
a  serious  danger  of  the  ministers  becoming  more  and  more 
men  of  affairs,  rather  than  prophets  and  spiritual  leaders, 
and  that  the  demands  made  of  them  to  keep  all  the  won¬ 
derful  organizations  going  which  gather  around  a  large 
American  church  leave  them  very  little  time  either  “for 
growing  a  soul”  or  “cultivating  a  mind.” 

.  The  one  imminent  danger,  as  it  appeared  to  a  casual 
observer  like  myself,  for  the  churches  of  America  is  that 
of  coming  under  what  Kipling  describes  as  “the  damnation 
of  the  cheque  book.”  Better  poverty  and  spiritual  liberty 
some  directions  has  run  far  than  wealth  and  the  trammels  of  a  sordid  commercialism, 
a  would  allow  in  this  country.  So  far  as  I  could  gather,  there  is  no  great  prophetic 
lods  of  advertising  strike  a  voice  speaking  to  the  nation.  I  heard  a  remarkable  address 
dering  on  the  grotesque,  and  given  to  the  ministers  of  Washington  by  Doctor  Kirk,  of 
hen  one  minister  announced  Baltimore,  in  which  he  asserted  ^hat  the  churches  had 
n  to  everybody  who  attended  paid  too  much  attention  to  service,  and  too  little  to  rev- 
evening.”  erence  and  awe.  My  own  observation  led  me  to  the  con- 


discontent ;  otherwise,  everywhere,  everybody 
^  ^  seemed  to  have  plenty  of  “money  to  bum.”  The 
trial  America  has  to  face  is  that  of  an  overplus  of  wealth, 
and  one  could  not  help  but  wonder  whether  the  moral  fiber 
will  be  strong  enough  to  resist  the  inevitable  evils  which 
come  from  luxury.  That  has  yet  to  be  proved.  There 
are  some  sinister  signs, '  such  as  the  enormous  growth 
of  the  credit  system,  and  the  temptation  held  out  to  the 
improvident  in  all  directions  to  live  beyond  their  means. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  evident  to  me  that  the  churches 
and  philanthropic  institutions  do  not  have  to  strain  to 
meet  their  requirements  that  we  have  in  the  old  country, 
and  nothing  is  more  remarkable  than  the  increase  in  the 
savings  of  the  toiling  classes. 
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elusion  that  there  certainly  is  some  danger  of  losing  that 
fine  sense  of  reverence,  which  is  the  highest  element  in  wor¬ 
ship,  and  in  laying  undue  emphasis  upon  merely  doing 
things. 

An  Oriental  Estimate  of  Great  Britain  and  America 

On  our  outward  voyage,  on  board  the  Berengaria,  I 
made  the  acquaintance  of  a  Hindoo  philosopher,  a  dis¬ 
ciple  of  Mahatmah  Ghandi,  and  a  man  of  great  originality 
of  mind.  He  had  come  to  Europe  as  the  chosen  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  universities  of  India  to  a  great  confer¬ 
ence  at  Oxford  and,  I  have  been  informed,  made  a  great 
impression  by  his  eloquence  and  originality  of  mind.  He 
was  on  his  way  to  America  to  lecture  at  Harvard  and 
other  universities.  From  him  I  gained  a  new  view  of  the 
world  situation:  or,  at  least,  I  was  made  to  see  it  from  a 
new  angle  of  vision. 

But  it  was  when  we  came  to  talk  about  war  that  his 
eyes  glistened  and  he  became  eloquent.  On  this  subject 
he  is  as  great  a  pessimist  as  Dean  Inge.  In  his  opinion, 
we  are  heading  straight  for  another  war,  compared  to 
which  the  last  was  as  child’s  play.  The  world  is  getting 
rid  of  its  war-sickness  and  is  creating  just  that  same 
psychology  which  made  the  last  war  easy,  if  not  inevi¬ 
table. 

“Take  your  own  country,”  he  said.  “There  is  little 
enthusiasm  for  any  of  the  anti-war  movements.  The 
League  of  Nations  is  good,  but  not  nearly  effective  enough 
to  prevent  another  catastrophic  war.  The  churches  are 
mildly  interested,  but  there  is  no  passionate  conviction 
behind  their  peace  gospel.  While  your  parsons  talk  peace 
the  politicians  go  on  spending  millions  on  submarines,  air¬ 
ships,  and  on  the  developments  of  effective  killing  instru¬ 
ments.  Let  the  dignity  of  Britain  be  insulted  to-morrow 
and  all  the  talk  of  peace  will  go  for  nothing.” 

He  instanced  India  as  an  example  of  what  happens 
when  there  is  the  slightest  fear  of  an  uprising  or  an  effort 
to  secure  self-government.  “As  for  America,  instead  of 
growing  towards  the  ideal  embodied  in  the  League  of  Na¬ 
tions,  she  is  becoming  more  and  more  military  every  year. 
She  ip  creating  a  big  navy;  she  is  growing  proud  of  her 
gunboats  and  submarines;  she  is  sending  her  yoiing  men 
for  military  training  in  summer  camps;  the  universities 
and  colleges  are  being  turned  into  recruiting  stations.” 

“Sir,”  he  said,  “there  will  be  war ;  terrible,  devastating 
war  which  will  alter  the  map  of  the  world.  It  is  inevitable.^’ 

It  was  with  this  rather  ominous  prophecy  in  my  mind 
that  I  went  to  work  to  try  and  find  what  some  of  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  thought  in  America  were  thinking  about  this  tre¬ 
mendously  important  subject. 

The  Stagnant  Peace  Sentiment  . 

Frankly,  I  was  disappointed.  I  found  very  little  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  the  League  of  Nations,  and  but  little  more 
for  the  World’s  Court.  The  ministers,  broadly  speaking, 
stand  for  peace  and  preach  it,  but  the  politicians  hesitate 
to  commit  themselves  to  any  practical  step.  It  is  a  pity, 
a  thousand  pities  for  America  and  the  world  in  general, 
that  President  Wilson’s  great  ideal  was  dragged  into  the 
heated  arena  of  party  politics. 

I  was  told  repeatedly  that  if  Wilson  had  been  a  little 
more  plastic,  if  he  had  understood  the  art  which  Green 
declares  was  one  of  the  great  elements  of  strength  in 
the  character  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  viz.,  that  of  knowing 
when  to  make  concessions,  he  would  have  carried  the 
country  with  him.  But  he  was  unyielding,  and  would  have 
all  or  none.  I  do  not  know  how  far  that  is  true.  It  is 


easy  to  throw  stones  at  a  dead  man’s  grave.  But  certainly 
that  is  widely  believed,  and  I  was  informed  by  some  men 
who  were  in  a  position  to  know.  I  pointed  out  that  if 
that  was  so,  then  surely  not  only  was  President  Wilson 
to  blame,  but  that  those  deserve  the  greater  condemnation 
who  sacrificed  a  great  ideal  because  of  some  objectionable 
unessentials. 

America,  broadly  speaking,  is  at  present  standing  for 
a  policy  of  non-interference  in  European  politics.  There 
is  a  fear,  which  in  some  quarters  amounts  to  an  obsession, 
of  entanglement  in  the  quarrels  of  what  one  Senator  called 
“the  Mediterranean  group  of  nations,”  and  the  aim  is  to 
maintain  the  attitude  of  a  benevolent  neutrality. 

There  are  powerful  societies  in  America  laboring  to 
bring  America  into  line  with  the  highest  and  best  thinking 
of  Europe  oh  the  matter  of  world  peace,  and  we  may  hope 
much  from  these  days  to  come.  But  undoubtedly  the 
military  spirit  is  growing. 

America  and  Europe 

I  was  informed  by  a  judge  of  Denver  that  while  Amer¬ 
ica  stood  for  non-intervention  in  European  politics,  she 
is  investing  more  and  more  of  her  capital  in  various 
European  countries.  This  he  regarded  as  a  good  sign, 
and  in  some  measure  a  guarantee  that  in  case  of  trouble 
the  influence  of  America  would  be  on  the  side  of  peace. 
Dollars  will  speak.  He  said,  “We  shout  about  keeping 
out,  but  we  are  there  and  our  growing  financial  interests 
will  more  and  more  compel  us  to  exercise  not  only  a  watch¬ 
ing  policy  but  a  real  pacific  influence.”  How  far  that  will 
count  in  the  interests  of  peace  is  problematical.  It  might, 
as  I  ventured  to  suggest,  be  another  reason  why  America 
should  join  the  League  of  Nations,  if  only  to  more  surely 
safeguard  her  own  interests. 

The  danger  is  that  America  is  being  dragged  more 
surely  every  year  into  the  maelstrom  of  military  prepara¬ 
tion.  She  has  her  jingo  press.  The  advertisements  of 
military  camps  are  everywhere.  On  the  stamp  of  letters 
cancelling  them  there  is  frequently  “Citizens’  Military 
Training  Camp — ^Let’s  Go.”  General  Pershing  is  reported 
to  have  said,  “The  time  is  not  far  when,  instead  of  training 
35,000  men,  we  shall  be  training  100,000.” 

Creating  a  New  Military  Mind 

And  this  will  lead  to  200,000,  and  that  in  time  to  a 
million,  and,  with  the  instrument  ready,  there  needs  but 
the  occasion,  and  America  will  be  ready  to  strike. 

It  is  ominous,  and  what  surprised  me  was  that  these 
military  training  camps  should  find  so  many  enthusiastic 
advocates  in  the  church.  “Oh!  there  is  nothing  in  it,” 
exclaimed  one  minister.  “It  will  do  the  boys  good,  and 
nobody  any  harm.” 

My  Hindoo  friend  was  right  that  a  new  military  psy¬ 
chology  is  being  created:  the  new  generation  is  being 
familiarized  mth  all  the  terrible  paraphernalia  of  war,  and 
if  history  teaches  anything,  it  is  that  the  psychology 
creates  the  fact.  Germany  taught  militarism  in  her 
schools,  and  when  the  time  was  ripe  she  struck  a  blow 
at  the  world’s  heart,  the  effect  of  which  is  felt  yet.  Speak¬ 
ing  to  the  head  of  one  of  the  greatest  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Associations  in  America,  I  asked  what  the  attitude 
of  that  influential  institution  was  towards  the  question  of 
world  peace.  “Oh,”  he  replied,  “we  are  all  out  for  peace, 
but  to  advocate  any  particular  policy  would  be  to  split  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  from  top  to  bottom. 
I  don’t  like  these  training  camps,  but  many  of  our  chief 
supporters  are  backing  them  up.” 
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Nicaragua 


and  the  Neighbors 


By  Bishop  George  A.  Miller 


1ATIN-AMERICA, 

.  the  newspaper 
reading  part  of 
it,  is  scratching  its 
head  and  registering 
perplexity.  The  state¬ 
ments  made  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Coolidge  and 
others  in  authority 
over  us,  at  the  Pan- 
American  get-together, 
read  well  at  this  dis¬ 
tance  and  smell  good. 

Once  more  it  is  stated 
that  the  United  States 
had  no  imperialistic 
purposes,  nor  intention 
of  swallowing  anybody 
at  all,  much  less  our 
own  dear  neighbors.  It 
has  been  said  before 
and  said  sincerely,  and 
a  year  ago  it  looked  as 
if  there  might  be  some¬ 
thing  in  it  that  could 
be  taken  as  a  basis  of 
permanent  inter-Amer¬ 
ican  good  will. 

But  thoughtful  Latin-America,  reading  the  official 
phrases,  has  its  tongue  in  its  cheek.  What  about  Nica¬ 
ragua?  If  we  mean  it,  why  this  contradiction  of  words 
with  deeds?  The  voice  is  the  voice  of  diplomatic  Jacob; 
but  these  hairy,  armed  hands  are  unmistakably  those  of 
a  military  Esau.  Latin-America  is  sitting  up  and  tak¬ 
ing  notice,  and  Latin-America  is  puzzled.  Part  of  it 
is  busy  making  superheated  propaganda  against  every¬ 
thing  that  savors  of  the  United  States. 

Detailed  history  of  the  Nicaraguan  turmoil  is  about 
as  easy  to  understand  as  the  larger  confusion  in  China. 
It  runs  back.  A  quarter  of  a  century  ago  a  liberal,  anti- 
Catholic  leader,  Zelaya  by  name,  was  put  out  of  busi¬ 
ness  by  the  United  States  Government  by  the  simple  ex- 
.pedient  of  not  permitting  native  fighting  within  certain 
limits  on  the  claim  that  such  fighting  would  endanger 
American  lives  and  property. 

In  1912  a  certain  Diaz  got  control  and  asked  Amer¬ 
ican  help.  Diaz  represented  the  conservative,  old-line 
Roman  Catholic  party.  United  States  marines  for  thir¬ 
teen  years  held  the  field,  sustained  Diaz,  and  guaranteed 
the  permanence  of  the  government,  which  in  turn  assured 
the  payment  of  the  foreign  debt  shifted  from  British  to 
American  capitalists.  This  financial  service  worked  out 
for  the  good  of  the  country  on  the  whole. 

A  Look  at  the  Party  the  United  States  is  Backing 

During  this  long  protectorate,  little  or  nothing  was 
done  to  promote  education  or  improve  the  lot  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  It  was  natural  and  inevitable  that  the  end  of  this 
protectorate  should  be  the  beginning  of  further  revolu¬ 


tion.  Centuries  of  this 
sort  of  “protecting” 
would  end  the  same 
way.  The  clerical, 
conservative  party  is 
irrevocably  opposed  to 
education  and  prog¬ 
ress.  This  party  vig¬ 
orously  protested  the 
removal  of  the  United 
States  marines  by 
President  Harding.  An 
election  was  held  under 
expert  American  super¬ 
vision.  A  coalition 
party  was  elected.  The 
marines  were  with¬ 
drawn  on  August  3, 
1925,  and  a  revolution 
was  started  on  August 
28,  headed  by  the  for¬ 
mer  president,  leader  of 
the  conservative  party, 
which  was  held  in  power 
by  the  marines  for  thir¬ 
teen  years. 

It  is  this  party  that 
the  United  States  is  not 
supporting.  It  would  be  hard  to  imagine  a  more  drastic 
contradiction  of  everything  for  which  we  have  been  stand¬ 
ing  as  a  people.  We  are  backing  the  revolutionists,  the 
conservatives,  the  Romanists.  Technically,  Chamorro 
was  turned  down ;  but  Diaz,  installed  with  equal  illegality, 
is  in  the  saddle  and  we  have  given  him  a  leg  up,  ‘or  he 
would  have  never  returned  to  power. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  Latin-America  is  rolling  its 
eyes,  or  that  a  goodly  portion  of  Americans  are  wonder¬ 
ing  what  in  the  world  it  is  all  about? 

What  is  it  about?  We  are  told  that  it  is  to  protect 
American  lives  and  property.  Whose  lives  and  whose 
property?  No  one  has  been  good  enough  to  give  us  the 
list.  To-day’s  paper  states  that  two  marines  were  killed 
yesterday.  But,  of  course,  they  were  not  capitalists. 
Accurate  information  concerning  the  names  and  interests 
being  protected  might  be  illuminating  for  the  readers  and 
embarrassing  for  the  State  Department. 

“Bolshevism  might  creep  into  the  United  States  by 
way  of  Nicaragua.”  Of  all  unmitigated  flapdoodle  and 
bunkum,  this  assertion  deserves  first  prize.  If  the  United 
States  is  in  danger  from  anything  that  might  happen  in 
Nicaragua  with  its  half  million  population  and  its  total 
lack  of  modem  anything — well,  Latin-America  may  well 
hold  the  disdaining  finger  to  the  offended  nose. 

“But  Mexico  recognized  the  Liberal,  anti-Catholic, 
Sarcassa  government.”  Ah!  At  last  we  have  something 
with  a  basis.  Exactly  so.  Anything  to  get  a  slap  at 
Mexico,  say  our  neighbors,  and  faith,  “with  reason,”  as 
the  Spanish  say.  Since  Mexico  backs  the  progressives, 
we  will  support  the  hold-backs.  At  least,  so  it  looks 
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to  Latin-America.  As  for  this  man  Diaz,  doubtless  he  of  Latin-America  have  bent  every  effort  to  foster  all- 
is  a  good  supporter  of  his  backers.  Anything  to  hold  American  good  will  and  co-operation.  “After  dealing 
his  place,  and  the  marines  make  very  good  backing,  in-  with  your  missionaries,”  said  a  prominent  educator  of 
deed.  He  will  stand  put,  all  right.  He  always  did,  and  one  of  these  countries,  “I  am  hopeful  that  some  day  we 
now  for  this,  verily,  he  has  his  reward.  may  yet  develop  an  interracial,  bi-lingual  civilization 

that  will  include  the  best  in  all  of  us.”  That  same  gentle- 

.  X  .  •  A  •  mi.  •  1  A  A  ta  roan  is  not  saying  anything  about  it  just  now,  but  lie 

What  Latin-Americans  Think  About  It  „,i„i„nary  h..  now 

So  much  for  the  facts,  a  few  of  them.  What  of  the  to  live  down  the  Nicaragua  incident,  in  so  far  as  he  is 
effect  all  over  our  neighboring  Latin  Republics?  known  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Ay,  there’s  the  rub!  This  Nicaragua  blunder  has  I  hear  constant  echoes  of  protest  from  all  over  this 
done  more  to  set  back  the  hands  of  the  clock  in  our  in-  vast  world  of  Spanish  tongue  and  Latin  heart.  Doubt- 
ter-American  relations  than  any  incident  of  the  past  less  this  spirit  will  register  through  official  channels,  as 
twenty-five  years.  Recently  I  talked  with  a  citizen  of  has  already  been  done  in  various  countries.  I  write  this 
Venezuela,  a  cultured  man  with  more  degrees  after  his  on  the  banks  of  the  Panama  Canal.  Panama  is  officially 
name  than  I  possess.  “What  in  the  world,”  he  wanted  and  publicly  silent,  for  diplomatic  reasons.  But 
to  know,  “is  your  country  trying  to  do  in  Nicaragua?  Panama,  too,  is  inwardly  indignant  and  has  a  few  uneasy 
We  thought  you  were  liberal  and  progressive,  and  you  wonders  on  her  own  part.  “Talk  of  the  Nicaragua 
have  taken  the  other  side.  We  were  beginning  to  believe  Canal,”  said  one  of  them,  “surely  this  is  a  joke.  The 
that  you  meant  what  you  said  about  no  imperialistic  de-  Panama  Canal  has  now  an  average  daily  transit  of  fifteen 
signs,  and  now  comes  this.  What  are  we  to  think?”  And,  vessels,  a  comfortable  capacity  of  forty-five,  and  a  maxi¬ 
gentle  reader,  what  was  I  to  say  to  him?  What  would  mum  of  seventy-five  ships  per  day.  A  third  channel  can 
you  have  said?  I  said  that  I  did  not  believe  that  the  policy  be  built  or  a  whole  new  canal  cut  across  the  Isthmus 
of  the  State  Department  had  the  backing  of  any  consid-  for  a  fraction  of  the"  cost  of  the  long,  high-level  route 
erable  number  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  ?  Was  I  through  Nicaragua.”  Which  is  the  truth,  propaganda 
right?  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Not  long  ago  an  educated  citizen  of  Porto  Rico  came  Whatever  the  people  of  the  United  States  may  think 
to  my  house.  “I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  or  wonder  about  this  Nicaragua  incident,  there  is  no 
proud  of  it;  but  I  am  heartily  ashamed  of  what  we  are  question  concerning  the  high-power  damage  being  done 
doing  in  and  to  Nicaragua.  And  the  worst  consequences  to  every  moral  ideal  and  hearty  hope  of  better  Pan- 
must  fall  upon  evangelical  missions  throughout  Latin  American  relations.  Probably  the  next  session  of  Con- 
America.  If  this  is  your  program,  what  and  who  next?”  gress  will  take  notice  of  what  is  going  on.  Meanwhile 
Such  are  the  remarks,  sorrowful  and  sincere,  that  are  it  would  seem  to  be  a  good  time  for  the  American  peo- 
being  heard  in  all  Latin-American  countries.  pie  to  speak  upon  the  general  matter  of  United  States 

For  twenty-five  years  past,  the  missionary  statesmen  imperialism. 
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order  to  elect  their  favorite  dele¬ 
gate,  a  group  of  nei|^bors  who  have 
been  trained  in  small-town  or  ward 
politics  go  to  the  seat  of  the  Elec¬ 
toral  Conference  the  night  before, 
hastily  make  up  “a  slate”  so  that 
by  giving  votes  they  can  get  votes 
for  their  man,  pass  the  word 
around,  and  by  nine  o’clock  the  next 
morning  there  is  on  a  feverish  cam¬ 
paign  that  one  could  not  dis¬ 
tinguish  from  a  precinct  or  small¬ 
town  political  election.  Some  of 
the  best  men  whose  names  are  sug¬ 
gested  and  who  are  not  willing  to 
resort  to  these  methods  for  their 
election,  are  passed  by  without  a 
kind  look.  Radicalism  and  bias 
sometimes  prevail  in  the  canvassing, 
in  the  speeches  before  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  and,  of  course,  in  the  ballot¬ 
ing.  Men  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  fundamental  law  and  vital 
usages  of  the  church  in  the  matter 
of  her  government  and  her  law-mak¬ 
ing  bodies  are  elected  officers  of  the 
Conference,  and  in  not  a  few  in¬ 
stances  conduct  it  in  the  most  un-' 
parliamentary  way,  and  write 
minutes  of  it  that  are  far  short 
of  being  accurate  and  intelligible. 

This  may  be  a  darker  picture  than 
is  justified  by  many  Lay  Electoral 
Conferences,  and  yet  it  is  not  too 
dark  for  scores  of  them. 

These  results  undoubtedly  tell 
in  the  limited  number  of  upstanding 
laymen  who  are  members  of  the 
General  Conference.  A  perusal  of 
the  Minutes  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ferences  of  the  last  dozen  years 
makes  it  clear  that  a  very  few  lay¬ 
men  take  part  in  the  big  business 
of  the  Conference.  There  are  men 
perfectly  willing  to  serve  the 
church,  and  sometimes  to  make  the 
sacrifice  necessary  to  give  the 
month  of  May  in  such  service  of 
the  church,  but  they  are  not  the  men  usually  chosen.  It 
is  true,  of  course,  that  some  business  men  elected  have 
been  unwilling  to  make  this  sacrifice,  and  have  yielded 
their  places  to  others  less  busy. 

Get  the  Strongest  Laymen  Into  the  General 
Conference 

Some  of  the  church’s  noblest  laymen  have  never  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  General  Conference,  not  because  they  were 
out-voted  by  equally  noble  men  of  their  own  territory, 
but  because  they  were  defeated  by  this  other  process.  It 
ought  to  be  perfectly  clear  that  the  General  Conference 
furnishes  a  great  opportunity  to  serve  the  church  and 
,  the  Kingdom  by  the  largest  and  noblest  men  of  the  church. 
They  are  the  useful  men  in  the  church,  in  their  com¬ 
munities  ;  they  have  vision  and  could  greatly  aid  in  shap¬ 
ing  the  world  program  of  the  church ;  they  are  men  whose 
judgment  would  be  invaluable  in  law-making  and  the  shap¬ 
ing  of  policies,  who  would  rise  above  petty  strife  and  mean 


contention,  and  who  would  see 
the  opportunities  and  directions 
which  the  church  ought  to  take. 
Such  men  ought  to  go  repeatedly. 

What  is  the  cure  for  this,  situa¬ 
tion?  Unless  a  cure  can  be  found, 
it  seems  to  many  of  us  entirely  use¬ 
less  to  go  on  advocating  lay  repre¬ 
sentation  in  the  Annual  Conference 
or  elsewhere  if  this  is  the  way  it  is 
to  be  diverted  from  its  highest  and 
best  purposes.  The  writer  ventures 
to  suggest  that  one  cure  lies  in  the 
hands  of  the  district  superintend¬ 
ents  and  the  pastors,  and  that  they 
ought  to  use  their  influence,  demo¬ 
cratically  and  discreetly,  of  course, 
to  bring  before  the  Electoral 
Conference  the  strongest  and  best 
laymen  in  those  sections  of  the 
church.  Therefore,  instead  of 
passing  the  matter  by  with  indiffer¬ 
ence  or  with  the  feeling  that  this 
writer  has  had,  that  it  was  the 
business  of  the  laity  to  select  their 
own  delegates  independently  of  the 
ministerial  group,  we  should  revert 
to  the  essential  principle  of  min¬ 
isterial  vision  and  ministerial 
leadership  in  the  large  way. 

What  the  Pastor  Can  Do 
About  It 

I  believe  it  is  indeed  the  duty 
of  pastors  and  district  superintend¬ 
ents  to  prevent  a  breakdown  of 
worthy  representation  by  using  the 
proper  means  to  save  lay  represen¬ 
tation  in  church  leadership  from 
ultimate  failure  by  thus  directing  in 
a  general  way  the  selection  of  emi¬ 
nent,  capable,  statesmanlike  men 
and  women  for  membership  in  the 
.  General  Conference.  It  can  be 
done  without  undue  pressure  or 
domination.  It  is  a  part  of  legiti¬ 
mate  and  expected  church  leader¬ 
ship.  There  is  probably  no  other 
place  where  their  leadership  is  more  important,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  none  where  it  has  been  more  neglected.  The  true 
ideal  of  the  democratic  church  is  not  an  undirected  crowd 
any  more  than  it  is  a  misdirected  mob,  but  it  is  an  in¬ 
formed,  guided  organization  choosing  the  best  sort  of 
representatives  to  do  the  most  important  task  the  church 
has  to  carry  on. 

INDIANAPOLIS,  INDIANA. 


Brass  Tacks 

By  John  Andrew  Holmes 

— Ninety  per  cent  of  all  business  men  fail  in  business 
once,  and  even  this  does  not  count  their  records  as  church 
trustees. 

— ^No,  beloved,  the  classic,  "Hail,  hail,  the  gang’s  all  | 
here,”  would  not  be  appropriate  for  the  opening  hymn. 
Better  wait  till  the  congregation  has  assembled. 
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Dailg  Bread 

BT  CARLE  WILSON  BAKER 

My  little  town  U  homely  as  another. 

But  it  is  old 

And  it  is  full  of  trees 

And  it  is  covered  with  sky. 

My  heart  lives  in  a  little  house  with  a  fire 
m  it, 

And  a.  pillow  at  night, 

And  is  fed  daily  by  laughter  and  cares 
And  the^  dear  needs'  of  children. 

But  my  soul  lives  out  of  doors. 

Its  bread  is  the  beauty  of  trees. 

Its  drink  the  sky. 

There  is  a  moment  on  winter  evenings 
When  the  grey  trees  on  the  near  hills  turn 
rosy. 

And  all  the  smoke  is  blue; 

Then  I  go  forth  with  my  basket  for  manna, 

And  sometimes 

When  the  adr  is  very  clear 

And  the  moon  comes  before  the  dark, 

Qod  Himself  brings  me  green  wine  in  a 
cup  of  silver 
And  holds  it  for  me 
While  I  drink. 
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Facing  General  Conference 


ferences,  the  sessirnis  of  which  they  are  required  to 
attend.  There  shall  also  be  Lay  Members  •  of  the 
Annual  Conference,  as  hereinafter  provided,  who 
shall  have  the  right  to  participate  in  all  business  of 
the  Annual  Conference  except:  (a)  The  election  of 
Ministerial  Delegates  to  the  General  Conference;  (b) 
Questions  involving  ministerial  character;  (c)  The 
admission  of  Ministerial  Members  to  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  and  their  relation  thereto:  and  (d)  Vote  on 
Constitutional  changes. 

§  2.  A  Lay  Electoral  Conference  shall  be  organized 
within  the  bounds  of  each  Annual  Conference  com¬ 
posed  of  one  lay  member  from  each  Pastoral  Charge 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Annual  Conference,  chosen 
by  the  lay  members  of  the  Charge  over  twenty-one 
years  of  ag^  in  such  manner  as  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  may  determine.  Each  Pastoral  Charge  shall 
also  elect  in  the  same  manner  one  Reserve  Delegate. 
Members  not  less  than  twenty-mie  years  of  age,  and 
holding  membership  in  the  Pastoral  Charges  elding 
them,  are  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Lay  Electoru 
Conference.  It  shall  have  power:  (a)  To  elect  Lay 
Delegates  to  the  General  Conference;  (b)  To  elect 
Lay  Members  of  the  Annual  Conference;  (c)  To  vote 
on  constitutional  changes;  and  (d)  To  do  such  other 
things  as  the  General  Conference  may  prescribe. 

§  8.  The  Lay  Electoral  Conference  shall  meet  an¬ 
nually  at  the  seat  of  the  Annual  Conference,  and 
within  the  time  of  the  session  thereof.  It  shall  elect 
its  own  officers,  adopt  its  own  Rules  of  Order,  and 
be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  its  own  members. 

§4.  Each  Lay  Electoral  Conference  shall  elect  an¬ 
nually  by  ballot  one  Lay  Member  and  one  Reserve 
to  the  Annual  Conference  for  each  eight  hundred 
members,  or  majority  fraction  thereof,  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Annual  Conference,  the  number  of 
Church  members  for  this  purpose  to  be  determined 
by  the  statistics  reported  to  the  preceding  Annuai 
Conference;  provided,  however,  that  each  Lay  Elec¬ 
toral  Conference  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  not  less  than 
five  members. 

§  5.  Lay  members  twenty-five  years  of  age,  or  over, 
holding  their  membership  in  Pastoral  Charges  within 
the^  bounds  of  the  Lay  Electoral  Conference,  and 
having  been  lay  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  the  five  years  next  preceding,  shall  be 
eligible  to  election  to  the  Annual  Conference.  Dele- 
gates-elect  who  cease  to  be  members  of  the  Church 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Lay  Electoral  Conference 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  seats  in  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 


The  Peoposed  Amendment 

Amend  Paragraph  36  of  Chapter  I  and  Paragraphs 
38,  39  and  46  of  Chapter  II,  all  in  Division  III,  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  (See 
Discipline,  as  reprinted,  January,  1926.) 

A.  PARAGRAPH  36 

(a)  Paraoeaph  36,  as  it  now  azAns 

Paragraph  86,  Article  III,  Chapter  I,  Division  III, 
reads : 

“H  36*  1’^'*  Traveling  Preachers  shall  be  organized  ’ 

2.  by  the  General  Conference  into  Annual  Conferences, 

8.  the  sessions  of  which  they  are  required  to  attend.” 

(b)  Amendment  Proposed  to  Paragraph  86 

Amend  said  Paragraph  by  numbering  it  Par.  S6, 

Sec.  1  and  by  adding  thereto: 

There  shall  also  be  Lay  Members  of  the  Annual 
Conference,  as  hereinafter  provided,  who  shall  have 
the  right  to  participate  in  all  business  of  the  Annual 
Conference  except:  (a)  The  election  of  Ministerial 
Delegates  to  the  General  Conference;  (b)  Questions 
involving  ministerial  character;  (c)  The  admission 
of  Ministerial  Members  to  the  Annual  Conference 
and  their  relation  thereto;  and  (d)  Vote  on  Con¬ 
stitutional  changes. 

Also  amend  said  Paragraph  S6  by  adding  the  fol¬ 
lowing  sections: 

§  2.  A  Lay  Electoral  Conference  shall  be  organized 
within  the  bounds  of  each  Annual  Conference,  com¬ 
posed  of  one  lay  member  from  each  Pastoral  Charge 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Annual  Conference,  chosen 
by  the  lay  members  of  the  Charge  over  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  in  such  manner  as  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  may  determine.  Each  Pastoral  Charge  shall 
also  elect  in  the  same  manner  one  Reserve  Delegate. 
Members  not  less  than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
holding  membership  in  the  Pastoral  Charges  electing 
them,  are  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Lay  Electoru 
Conference.  It  shall  have  power:  (a)  to  elect  Lay 
Delegates  to  the  General  Conference;  (b)  To  elect 
Lay  Members  of  the  Annual  Conference;  (c)  To 
vote  on  constitutional  changes;  and  (d)  To  do  such 
other  things  as  the  General  Conference  may  pre¬ 
scribe. 

§  8.  The  Lay  Electoral  Conference  shall  meet  an¬ 
nually  at  the  seat  of  the  Annual  Conference,  and 
within  the  time  of  the  session  thereof.  It  shall  elect 
its  own  officers,  adopt  its  own  Rules  of  Order,  and 
be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  its  own  members. 

§  4.  Each  Lay  Electoral  Conference  shall  elect 
annually  hy  ballot  one  Lay  Member  and  one  Reserve 
to  the  Annual  Conference  for  each  eight  hundred 
members,  or  maiority  fraction  thereof,  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Annual  Conference,  the  number  of 
Church  members  for  this  purpose  to  be  determined 
by  the  statistics  reported  to  the  preceding  Annual 
Conference;  provided,  however,  that  each  Lay  Elec¬ 
toral  Conference  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  not  less 
than  five  members. 

§  8.  Lot  members  twenty-five  years  of  age,  or 
oyer,  holding  their  membership  in  Pastoral  Cnarges 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Lay  Electoral  Conference, 
and  having  been  lay  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  for  the  five  years  next  preceding,  snail 
he  eligible  to  election  to  the  Annual  Conference. 
Delegates-elect  who  cease  to  be  members  of  the 
Church  within  the  bounds  of  the  Lay  Blectoral  Con¬ 
ference  shall  not  be  entitled  to  seats  in  the  Annual 
Conference. 

(c)  Paragraph  86  as  amended 

Said  Paragraph  36  will  then  read  as  follows : 

II 36*  §  Traveling  Preachers  shall  be  organ¬ 

ized  by  the  General  Conference  into  Annual  Con- 


B.  PARAGRAPH  88,  SECTIONS  1  and  2 

(a)  Paragraph  88,  Sections  1  and  2,  as  it  now  reads 

Paragraph  88,  Sections  1  and  2,  Article  II,  Chap¬ 
ter  II,  Division  III,  reads: 

1*  “If  38,  §  1.  Each  Annual  Conference  shall  be  en- 
2.  titled  to  at  least  one  Ministerial  Delegate.  The  Gcn- 

8.  era!  Cohference  shall  not  allow  more  than  one  Min- 

4.  isterial  Delegate  for  every  forty-five  Members  of  an 

5.  Annual  Conference,  nor  less  than  one  for  every 

6.  ninety;  but  for  a  fraction  of  two-thirds  or  more  of  the 

7.  >  number  fixed  by  the  General  Conference  as  the  ratio 

8.  of  representation  an  Annual  Conference  shall  be  en- 

9.  titled  to  an  additional  delegate.” 

“§  2.  The  Ministerial  Delegates  shall  be  elected  by 
2.  ballot  by  the  Members  of  the  Annual  Conference  at 

8.  its  session  immediately  preceding  the  Graeral  Con- 

4.  ference.  Such  Delegates  shall  be-  Elders,  at  least 

5.  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  shall  have  been  Mem- 

6.  bers  of  an  Annual  Conference  four  successive  years, 

7.  and  at  the  time  of  their  election  and  at  the  time  of 

8.  the  session  of  the  General  Conference  shall  be  Mem- 

9.  bers  of  the  General  Conference  which  elected  them. 

10.  An  Annual  Conference  may  elect  Reserve  Delegates, 

11.  not  exceeding  three  in  number,  and  not  exceeding 

12.  the  number  of  its  Delegates.” 

(b)  Amendment  Proposed  to  Paragraph  88,  Sections  1  and  2 

Amend  Sec.  1,  line  4>  by  adding  the  word  “Min- 
istMial"  after  the  word  ‘•forty-five’’;  and  line  9,  by 
adding  the  word  “Ministerial”  after  the  word  “addi¬ 
tional.” 

Also  amend  See.  t,  line  t,  by  adding  the  word 
“Ministerial”  after  the  word  “the”;  and  line  5,  by 
adding  the  word  “Ministerial”  after  the  word  “been’^; 
and  line  8,  by  adding  the  word  “Ministerial”  after  the 
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word  "6«";  o»d  Un*  10,  by  adding  th»  word  “MinU- 
teriay’  after  the  word  "elect.” 


(c)  PAmAOEAPH  88,  SEOnOKB  1  AND  2,  AB  AMKNOTD 

Said  Paragraph  38,  Seetione  1  and  t,  will  then  read 
at  followt: 

It  ag  8  1.  Bach  Annual  Conference  shall  be  entitled 
to  at  llast  one  Ministerial  Delegate.  The  Genera^ 
Conference  shall  not  allow  more  than  one  Ministerial 
Delegate  for  every  forty-five  Ministerial  Members  of 
an  Junual  Conference,  nor  less  than  one  for  every 
ninety;  but  for  a  fraction  of  two  thirds  or  more  of 
the  number  fixed  by  the  General  Craference  as  the 
ratio  of  representation  an  Annual  Conference  shall 
be  entitled  to  an  additional  Ministerial  Delegate. 

8  2.  The  Ministerial  Delegates  shall  be  elected  by 
ballot  by  the  Ministerial  Members  of  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  at  its  session  immediately  P^f 
General  Conference.  Such  delegates  shall  be  Blders, 
at  least  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  shall  have  been 
Ministerial  Members  of  an  Annual  Conference  four 
successive  years,  and  at  the  time  of  their  decfaon 
and  at  the  time  of  the  session  of  the  General 
ence  shall  be  Ministerial  Members  of  the  Annual 
Conference  which  elected  them.  An  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  may  elect  Ministerial  Reserve  Delegates,  not 
exceeding  three  in  number,  and  not  exceeding  the 
numbers  of  its  Delegates. 


C.  PARAGRAPH  39 

(a)  Paraokaph  39  as  it  now  reads 
Paragraph  39,  Article  III,  Chapter  II,  Division 
III,  reads: 

“11  6  1.  A  Lay  Electoral  Conference  shall  be  con¬ 

stituted  quadrennially,  or  whenever  duly  called  by 
the  General  Conference,  within  the  bounds  of  each 
Annual  Conference,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Lay 
Delegates  to  the  General  Conference,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  voting  on  constitutional  changes.  It  shall 
be  composed  of  lay  members,  one  from  each  Pastoral 
Charge  within  its  bounds,  chosen  by  the  lay  members 
of  the  Cl^rge  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  in  such 
manner  as  the  General  Conference  may  drtermlne. 
Each  Pastoral  Charge  shall  also  elect  in  the  same 
manner  one  Reserve  Delegate.  Members  not  less 
than  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  holding  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Pastoral  Char^  electing  them,  are 
eligible  to  membership  in  the  Lay  Electoral  Con¬ 
ference. 


“8  2.  The  Lay  Electoral  Conference  shall  assemble 
at  the  seat  of  the  Annual  Conference  on  the  first 
Friday  of  the  session  immediately  preceding  the 
General  Conference,  unless  the  General  Conference 
shall  provide  otherwise. 

“8  3  The  Lay  Electoral  Conference  shall  organize 
by  electing  a  President  and  Secretary,  shaU  adopt  its 
own  Rules  of  Order,  and  shall  be  the  judge  of  the 
election,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  mem¬ 
bers. 

“8  4.  Each  Lay  Electoral  Conference  shall  be  en¬ 
title  to  elect  as  many  Delegates  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  as  there  are  Ministerial  Delegates  from  the 
Annual  Conference.  A  Lay  Electoral  Conference 
may  elect  Reserve  Delegates,  not  exceeding  three  in 
number,  and  not  exceeding  the  number  of  its  Dele¬ 
gates.  These  elections  shall  be  by  ballot. 


1. 

2. 

3. 


next  preceding,  shaU  be  eligible  to  election  to  the 
General  Conference.  Delegates-elect  who  cewe  to  be 
members  of  the  Church  within  the  bounds  of  the  ^v 
Electoral  Conference  by  which  they  were  elected  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  seats  in  the  General  Conference. 


D.  PARAGRAPH  46,  SECTION  2 
(a)  Paragraph  46  as  it  now  reads 
Paragraph  46,  Section  2,  Article  X,  Chapter  II, 
Division  III,  reads; 

“8  2.  The  General  Conference  shall  not  organize  nor 
authorize  the  organization  of  an  Annual  Conference 
with  less  than  twenty-five  members.” 


(b)  Amendment  Proposed  to  Paragraph  46,  Section  2 

Amend  said  Paragraph  46,  Section  S,  Line  3,  by 
adding  the  word  "Ministerial"  after  the  word 


(c)  Paragraph  46,  Section  2,  as  amended 

Said,  Paragraph  46,  Section  Z,  will  then  read  as 
follows: 

8  2.  The  General  Cdnference  shall  not  organwe  nor 
authorize  the  organization  of  an  Annual  Conference 
with  less  than  twenty-five  Ministerial  Members. 

GENERAL  LAYMEN’S  ASSOCIATION 

By  its  Committee,  < 

GxmmE  W.  Dixon, 

R.  Clarence  Brown, 
C.  Oliver  Holmes, 
Louis  B.  Aloer, 

O.  Grant  Markham. 


Conference  Claimants’ 
Apportionments 

By  Dr.  J.  B.  Hingeley 

Corresponding  Secretary 

Conference  stewards  wUl  be  interested  in  the 
new  “Two  Point  Method”  of  determining  the  Con¬ 
ference  claimants’  apportionments  to  be  made  to 
the  several  pastoral  charges,  which  will  take  the  place 
of  the  “Four  Point  Method”  uesd  in  determining  the  ap¬ 
portionments  for  beneolences,  which  cannot  be  equitably 
applied  to  Conference  claimants. 

The  “Two  Point  Method”  eliminates  church  property 
and  membership,  because  not  directly  related  to  the  result 
to  be  attained,  and  having  too  many  “variables,”  and 
uses  only  two  items :  ministerial  support  and  amounts  paid 
for  Disciplinary  benevolences — items  which  are  related  to 
the  current  expenditures  and  furnish  an  equitable  index  of 
the  paying  power  of  the  pastoral  charge. 

A  statement  of  the  “Two  Point  Method,  prepared  by 
the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief,  has  been  mailed  to  the 
stewards  of  the  fall  Conferences  and,  on  request,  will  be 


“6  5.  Lay  members  twenty-five  year*  of  age,  ox,  over, 
holding  membership  in  Pastoral  Charges  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Lay  Electoral  Conference,  and  having 
been  lay  members  of  the  Church  five  years  next 
preceding,  shall  be  eligible  to  election  to  the  General 
Conference.  Delegates-elect  who  cease  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Church  within  the  bounds  of  the  Lay 
Electoral  Conference  by  which  they  were  elected  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  seats  in  the  General  Conference. 

(b)  Amendment  Proposed  to  Paragraph  39 

Amend  said  Paragraph  39  by  eliminating  sections 
1,  «,  3,  entirely,  and  by  re^numbering  Section  4  as 
Section  1  and  Section  6  as  Section  3. 

(c)  Paragraph  89  as  amended 

Said  Paragraph  39  will  then  read  as  follows: 

§  1.  Each  Lay  Electoral  Conference  shall  be  en¬ 
titled  to  elect  as  many  Delegates  to  the  General 
Conference  as  there-  are  Ministerial  Delegates  from 
the  Annual  Conference.  A  Lay  Electoral  Confer¬ 
ence  may  elect  Reserve  Delegates;  not  exceeding 
three  In  number,  and  not  exceeding  the  number  of 
its  Delegates.  These  elections  shall  be  by  ballot. 

8  2.  Lay  members  twenty-five  years  of  age,  or 
over,  holding  membership  in  Pastoral  Charges  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Lay.  Electoral  Conference,  and 
having  been  lay  members  of  the  Church  five  years 


mailed  to  anyone  interested. 


Methodists  To  Hold  National 
Conference  of  City  Workers 


A  NATIONAL  conference  of  Negro  city  workers  will 
be  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Board  of  Home 
^Missions  and  Church  Extension  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  St.  Louis,  September  26-30.  It  is 
jxpected  that  representatives  from  many  churches  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  will  attend  the  conference.  Among 
bhe  speakers  who  are  expected  to  participate  in  the  pro 
gram  are  Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones,  of  New  Orleans ;  Bishop 
M.  W.  Clair,  of  Kentucky ;  Dr.  E.  D.  Kohlstedt,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Exten¬ 
sion,  with  offices  in  Philadelphia;  Dr.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  - 
director  of  the  Bureau  of  Negro  Work,  Philadelphia;  ■ 
Dr.  Fred  Newell,  secretary  of  the  New  York  City  Mission¬ 
ary  Society ;  and  Miss  Mary  Samson,  of  Philadelphia. 
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Shall  the  United  States  Build 
a  Greater  Navy? 

Geneva  Conference  Revelations 
By  Harry  E.  Woolever 

Editor,  Tht  JfaUonal  Mothodiit  Prett 


timate  guarantee  of  the  safety  and  progreu 
of  Western  civilization.  The  bond  will  never 
break,” 

The  Hon.  Theodore  Burton,  one  of  the 
best-posted  members  of  Congress,  in  argfuing 
against  an  enlarged  navy,  declared  that  “war 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
is  out  of  the  question.”  He  said  that,  further¬ 
more,  Canada,  the  most  prosperous  Eng^h- 
speaking  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  is  a 
hostam  guaranteeing  peace,  for  if  Bnfdand 
should  declare  war,  “we  would  in  a  month 
overrun  Canada  and  tear  her  away.  There 
is  no  danger  of  war  with  Great  Britain.” 


The  Geneva  Conference  called  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Coolldge  wherein  it  was  proposed 
that  the  United  States,  Great  Britain, 
and  Japan  should  agree  upon  a  limitation  of 
their  construction  of  cruisers  and  other  aux¬ 
iliary  naval  vessels,  came  to  an  adjourn¬ 
ment  without  agreement.  The  Washin^on 
Conference  on  Naval  Limitation  which 
brought  an  end  to  competitive  building  of 
battleships  among  the  leading  powers  did  not 
include  the  above  types  of  vessels  in  the  5- 
6-8  basis.  It  was  hoped  that  the  Geneva 
Conference  would  at  least  fix  such  a  limita¬ 
tion  and  would  check  the  possible  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  taxpayers’  money  to  build  expen¬ 
sive  ships  for  which  there  is  no  practical 
need. 

President  Coolidge,  who  is  an  opponent  of 
competitive  armaments,  as  well  as  an  ardent 
advocate  of  federal  economy,  had  faith  that 
real  progress  might  be  made  in  curtailing 
the  present  building  programs  of  the  navies. 
The  United  States  Congress  also  had  hopes 
that  a  practical  limitation  might  be  achieved. 
This  faith  was  shown  in  the  resolution  of 
Congress  authorizing  the  President  to  call 
the  conference  and  giving  him  power  to  sus¬ 
pend  the  construction  of  cruisers. 

LACK  OF  PROPER*  ATTITUDE 

All  these  high  hopes  met  with  a  sad  dis¬ 
appointment.  As  Vice-President  Dawes  has 
stated,  there  was  a  predetermined  ultima¬ 
tum  announced  by  each  of  the  two  major 
powers  before  they  had  compared  views  and 
needs.  There  is  no  possibiiity  of  agreement 
in  conferences  unless  there  is  the  willingness 
to  compromise  and  adjust  differences.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  public  sentiment  was  not  so  crys¬ 
tallized,  nor  was  it  voiced  by  such  command¬ 
ing  international  personnel  as  was  the  case 
at  the  Washington  Conference. 

The  real  crux  of  the  whole  situation  seems 
to  lie  in  the  fact  that  the  advocates  of  larger 
navies  gained  the  preponderance  of  influence 
in  both  the  British  and  United  States  dele¬ 
gations  with  the  result  that  neither  would 
yield  to  the  other,  Japan  by  her  attitude  car¬ 
ried  away  such  laurels  as  were  forthcoming 
from  the  gathering.  Naval  men,  per  se,  are 
not  the  best  fitted  to  carry  out  conferences 
looking  to  the  cutting  down  of  their  estab¬ 
lishments.  These  men  of  the  navies,  like 
those  of  other  groups,  take  pride  in  having 
their  own  institution  the  greatest  of  its  kind 
on  the  earth,  and  do  not  have  the  regard  for 
the  citizens’  pocketbooks  which  some  others 
might  have.  Naval  experts  are  necessary  as 
advisers  on  the  relative  merits  of  various 
types  of  war  vessels,  but  are  not  best  quali¬ 
fied  to  decide  upon  the  size  of  a  navy.  Some 
of  the  Impressions  which  naval  men  have 
allowed  congressional  committees  to  receive 
as  a  result  of  their  testimony,  indicate  how 
impracticable  and,  in  fact,  dangerous,  it  is 
to  let  them  have  the  lead. 

NAVAL  FORCES  IN  CONTROL 

It  is  not  possible  in  this  space  to  give 
the  details  of  the  relative  flghting  tonnage 
and  age  of  the  cruisers  under  the  three  ffags 
r^resented  at  the  Geneva  Conference.  The 
advocates  of  a  large  navy  and  peace  authori¬ 
ties  differ  widely  in  their  interpretations  of 
the  facts.  The  principal  point  to  consider 
here  is  that  there  is  danger  of  a  new  pro¬ 
ram  of  naval  expansion  and  expenditure 
eing  put  through  Congress. 

The  United  States  representatives  were 
willing  to  come  to  a  fixed  total  tonnage  of 
suxiliary  vessels — cruisers,  destroyers,  and 
submarines.  But  the  tonnage  acceptable  to 
Great  Britain,  if  agreed  upon,  would  have 


meant  a  considerable  expansion  of  our  build¬ 
ing  program,  as  that  nation  claims  to  need 
many  cruisers  to  protect  her  colonial  posses¬ 
sions  and  assure  her  food  supplies  which  are 
brought  to  the  homeland  by  water.  T^ 
vessels  she  most  uses  are  of  less  than  10,000 
tons.  England  expressed  her  willingness  to 
come  to  a  fixed  tonnage,  but  insisted  on 
specifying  that  the  United  States  should  have 
only  a  limited  number  of  the  10,000-ton  cruis¬ 
ers,  and  that  these  should  be  mounted  with 
six-inch  rather  than  eight-inch  guns,  as  are 
our  present  boats  of  this  class. 

Here  you  have  the  naval  organizations  of 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  locking 
horns.  As  naval  line  oflBcials  are  not  noted 
for  desiring  a  limitation  on  the  strength  of 
their  fighting  forces,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
failure  resulted.  Here  are  two  slogans  of 
the  proponents  of  a  big  navy;  “Our  navy 
second  to  none” ;  “If  Europe  and  Japan  want 
competition,  they  shall  have  it.”  There  is 
dynamite  in  both  slogans,  and  they  mislead. 
What  the  people,  when  they  think  about  it, 
want,  and  what  the  naval  enthusiasts  want, 
are  two  different  things. 

NAVY  SPARS  AGAINST  NAVY 

England  needs  a  number  of  small  cruisers, 
and,  as  she  has  naval  bases  scattered  over 
the  world,  she  can  use  them,  not  needing 
to  send  her  vessels  on  long  cruises.  The 
United  States  has  few  naval  bases  and  must 
have  large  cruisers  which  can  make  extended 
trips.  As  England  has  the  largest  merchant 
marine  in  the  world,  her  advocacy  of  the  six- 
inch  gun  takes  on  special  significance.  The 
Washington  Conference  permits  the  arming 
of  merchant  ships  with  guns  up  to  six  inches 
in  times  of  war.  Therefore  if  she  can  limit 
the  guns  of  all  cruisers  to  six  inches  she  would 
have  a  great  fleet  of  auxiliary  cruisers  if 
needed.  Our  cruisers  are  mounted  with  eight- 
inch  guns, ,  which  shoot  a  greater  distance 
than  the  smaller  guns,  therefore  British  navy 
men  do  not  want  us  to  have  guns  which  would 
put  at  a  disadvantage  their  great  merchant 
fleet  armed  with  six-inch  guns. 

This  is  sufficient  to  show  that  the  navy  men 
at  Geneva  were  sparring  for  advantage  in 
any  possible  future  naval  conflict.  The  fight¬ 
ing  forces  had  the  floor  rather  than  the  dip¬ 
lomatic  and  civilian.  If  we  have  it  jn  our 
heart  to  fight,  then  let  us  have  the  largest 
and  most  life-destroying  navy  on  earth.  If 
we  have  “a  will  to  peace,”  then  let  the  Amer¬ 
ican  and  English  people  insist  that  their  re¬ 
spective  governments  in  all  their  depart¬ 
ments  travel  the  roads  to  peace. 

ARE  ENGLAND  AND  THE  UNITED 
STATES  TO  FIGHT? 

To-day  the  two  greatest  navies  in  the 
world  are  those  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  Combined  thev  would  over¬ 
power  all  the  other  navies  of  the  world.  We 
cannot  conceive  of  the  United  States  and 
England  fighting  each  other;  we  are  too 
much  like  one  people  in  background,  race, 
ideals,  and  purposes.  There  is  still  much  in 
the  old  statement  of  an  English  admiral, 
“Blood  is  thicker  than  water.” 

The  British  foreign  secretary  recently 
stated  that  war  between  the  British  empire 
and  the  United  States  was  already  outlaw^ 
in  the  hearts  of  both  nations.  Vlfce-Presldent 
Dawes  said  recently  at  the  dedication  of  the 
International  Peace  Bridge  between  Canada 
and  the  United  States:  “TTie  instinct  of  self- 
reservation — the  most  deep-seated  of  man- 
ind — binds  us  fEnglish-spedcing  peoples) 
together,  and  in  tnat  unbroken  tie  is  the  ul- 


“LET  US  HAVE  PEACE” 

If  both  by  spirit  and  policy  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  is  im¬ 
possible,  and  at  the  present  time  we  have  a 
navy,  greater  than  any  other  country  except 
England,  is  there,  therefore,  any  justification 
for  heavy  expenditure  of  the  people’s  money 
to  build  a  larger  navy?  The  danger  now  is 
that,  owing  to  the  outcome  of  the  Geneva 
Conference,  the  navy  men  and  advocates  for 
a  big  navy  will  stir  up  prejudice  against 
England  and  arouse  a  false  fear  of  war  In 
the  hope  of  securing  appropriations  for  more 
fighting  ships.  That  is  the  very  program 
that  is  now  beii^  prepared  in  Washington 
to  take  before  Congress  this  fall.  Unless 
the  citizens  make  their  congressmen  feel  be¬ 
fore  they  return  to  the  capital  that  peace  is 
wanted,  and  that  the  American  people  desire 
that  measures  be  taken  which  will  lead  toward 
peace  rather  than  war,  great  barm  will  re¬ 
sult  from  the  use  made  of  the  Geneva  dead¬ 
lock. 

There  are  a  multitude  of  ways  in  which 
funds  may  be  expended  by  our  Government 
which  are  far  more  justifiable  than  for  means 
of  war  or  for  arousing  fear  of  us  on  the 
part  of  other  nations.  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
at  the  dedication  of  the  International  Peace 
Bridge,  in  Buffalo,  this  month,  said:  “May 
this  bridge  serve  as  a  continual  reminder  to 
all  of  us  that  to  seek  peace  and  pursue  it  is 
th^  first  and  highest  duty,  both  of  this  gen¬ 
eration  and  those  that  are  yet  to  come.”  If 
this  spirit  of  international  good  will  is  car¬ 
ried  back  to  Wasbingtem  by  those  who  rep¬ 
resent  the  American  people,  no  program  for 
additional  fighting  ships  will  be  adopted,  but 
action  looking  toward  world  peace  and  pros¬ 
perity  will  be  the  aim  of  the  seventieth  Con¬ 
gress. 

WASHINGTON,  O.  C.  i 

Director  of  Week-day  Re¬ 
ligious  Education  and  Daily 
Vacation  Church  Schools 

The  increasing  need  for  week-day  reli¬ 
gious  education  and  for  training  expe¬ 
rienced  leadership  to  direct  its  growth 
caused  the  Board  of  Education  to  make  pro¬ 
vision  for  a  director  of  this  work.  After  a 
thorough  canvass  of  the  field.  Dr.  Nathaniel 
F.  Forsyth  was  appointed. 

Dr.  Forsyth  is  eminently  qualified  by  train¬ 
ing  and  experience  for  the  large  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  his  new  office.  He  served  as  pas¬ 
tor  in  Orrington,  Maine,  for  three  years; 
was  director  of  boys’  work  at  Lincoln  House, 
Boston,  for  three  years;  and  for  the  past 
seven  years  has  been  superintendent  of  the 
Calumet  system  of  week-day  religious  edu¬ 
cation,  where  approximately  6,000  pupils  were 
enrolled. 

Dr.  Forsyth  holds  academic  degrees  from 
three  institutions:  A.B.  from  the  University 
of  Maine;  S.T.B.  from  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology,  and  Ph.D.  in  religious 
education  from  Northwestern  University. 

Dr.  Forsyth  is  a  member  of  the  North¬ 
west  Indiana  Conference.  His  name  will  be 
familiar  to  some  of  the  readers  as  the  writer 
of  articles  in  the  religious  educational  jour¬ 
nals  and  as  the  author  of  “Training  the  Jun¬ 
ior  Citizen.” 

In  the  Department  of  Church  Schools,  Dr. 
Fors^h  will  serve  as  director  of  week-dav 
religious  education  and  dallv  vacation  church 
schools  in  the  Division  of  Church  School  Ad¬ 
ministration,  and  all  communications  on 
these  subjects  should  he  addressed  to  him  at 
740  Rush  Street,  Chicago,  HI. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


IimElTATlOVAl.  SeUSI 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer  . 
SOLOMON’S  WISE  CHOICE 

THIRD  QUARTER.  LESSON  IX.  SEPTEMBER  4 


of  hi*  administration  which  would  inevitably 
result  In  his  Increasing  prosperity  and  saf^ 
from  being  killed;  that  is,  long  life.  Doubt¬ 
less  the  Master  had  this  experience  of  Solo¬ 
mon  in  mind  in  His  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
(Matt.  6.  24-88).  Solomon’s  eimerience  is  a 
splendid  illustration  of  verse  thirty-three. 

SAM  HUSTOK  COIXXOK. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lebbok  roa  Sckdat,  Septembi*  4,  1927 
"Atk  what  I  $hail  give  thee" 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

It  is  the  soul  passion  of  youth  which  de- 


r.aMtnii  1  KiniTS  8.  4-15.  He  was  young,  but  he  was  old  enough  to  /py  Martin,  D.D.) 

This  lesson  story  is  told^so  in  2  ttron  know  hid  d^nTlw  It  is  the  soul  passion  of  youth  which  de- 

1.  7-12.  But  here  we  are  not  told  that  it .  jmdo  all  that  his  great  fathe  termines  the  bent  of  life,  and  makes  the  heart 

was  a  dream.  The  story  in  Kings  is  therefore  the  ‘V®  Sedsilii  in  over!  S  S  petition  when  they  pray.  God  is 

preferable  for  our  understanding  of  the  in-  false  step  might  be  ,  ,  .  ■’  Apcidinir  askinir  every  young  man  or  woman,  every 

Lvlew  between  Solomon  and  God.  severity,  or  X«L^?nSs  of  Ws  pe  *  boy  o*r  gS  what  ?Ie  shaU  give  them.  anS 

The  Nature  of  Solomon’ t  Dream.  Just  why  between  the  conflicting  int  P  ^  burden  of  their  ambition  in 

we  dream  has  never  been  made  out  with  P*^  p,„rhj,lnairal  Backaround  of  Solo-  life.  Solomon  recited  what  his  father  had 
satisfactory  clearness.  The  most  talked  about  Ths  V  therefore,  been  before  him,  and  then  he  ma^s  Ws  pe- 

theory  of  dreams  to-day  can  be  true  only  ^  .  o^ake  nisrhts  think-  tition  not  to  be  like  his  father,  David,  for 

of  some  dreams,  but  not  of  all.  It  is  doubt-  for  Solom  increase  his  power  he  has  a  life  and  personality  quite  his  own; 

less  true  of  this  dream  of  Solomon.  There  ^eaU  Ind  i^vf  Cut  he  dis  not  Ascount  tL>ower  or  in¬ 
need*  be  no  reasonable  doubt  ^t  this  dream  CT  mCCt  think  most  a^ut  hoi  fluence  of  his  father’s  example.  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

was  due  to  thoughts  which  had  passed  killed.  But  h  „  the  power  and  Solomon’s  prayer  was  for  an  “understand- 

through  Solomon’s  mind  while  he  was  awake.  J®  “j*JL’Yife  thatL  had  This,^e  thought  ing  heart,”  that  he  might  know  and  jud^ 

He  dreamed  this  dream  by  nlgbt  because  he  wealth  and  life  that^he^ha^d.  inis.^^^^  consecrated  youth  is  to 

had  dreamed  this  dream  by  day.  He  i/haldling  all  the  be  a‘leader  among  the  people.  What  is  more 

dreamed  it  while  he  slept  because  he  had  _  •hti.-i,  g„ci,  wisdom  needed  than  that  for  which  Solomon  prayed 


Sreamed  it  w^e  he  because ’he  h^  X^s 'S^^rrernr  reedeTthanThTt^rr- whic-h  So^ 

dreamed  it  while  he  was  fully  awake.  Other-  affairs  oi  gOTerameni.^^^^^^^  —wisdom  to  deal  with  folks,  and  to  work 

wise  we  would  not  be  iustifled  in  speaUng  what  he  hi^wo^d  be  incrresej^,  but  forthem  in  a  way  that  will  win  them  to 

of  this  as  a  choice  of  Solomon.  Choices  wisdom  he  would  certainly  wnar  tor  rnein  ^  Ood  and  HU  kingdom  in  the 

which  we  dream  of  making  are  not  actualiy  he  am  nave.  desired 

made  unless  we  make  our  dream  true,  either  .  .u,  u.  _  seriously  such  thought  than  the  grace  of  a  good  understanding  when 

by  afterwards  making  or  by  having  previ-  ",  £  adminisffion.  fou  are  Sealing  witV^eople.  Every  Chris- 

ously  made  the  „„„„  the  dekth  of* David,  for  whose  judg-  tian  worker  needs  it  above  all  other  social 


^islF  uiade  the  conscious  choices.  Wv  are  was  at  th  bep  X-  worker  need^  R  Sb^re  aU  other  social 

to  be  praUed  or  blamed  only  for  our  actually  or  upon  the  de^h  of  Davl^  lor  wn^  ua^ 

consciously  made  choic^  and  not  for  those  j  blessed*^  David.  Then  *  God  invited  Solomon  to  make  his  petftion. 

which  ..  <»ly  o'  “  rtcnT  woSS  <2l  hi.  need  God  Invite,  n.  to  pr.,  ;or>.t  w^  we  *«t 

TnATi  the  hifliicst  PTsisc  lOT  nis  cuoicCt  >  «  wa. _ _  t...  &i»a4  Out  dMlTCft  should  ffo  in  tnc  direction  of  tnc 


which  we  only  drejm  of  mamng.  bui  when  he  would  most  keenly  feel  his  need  God  invites  us  to  pray  for  just  wMt  we  wimt. 

mon  deserves  the  highest  praise  for  his  choice.  ji-jne  midance  It  may  be  that  he  did  Our  desires  should  go  in  the  direction  of  the 

God  rewarded  him,  not  for  his  dream-made  of  dwine  ,0  God  along  world’s  greatest  neel.  We  will  not  long  look 

but  for  hU  choices  actually  made  in  fuli  ot  a  ^  au^m  peu  ^  ^^^8 

consciousness.  __And  Solomon  should  be  an  that  line.  Bu^  MU  g  y  ^  ^  turned  to  the  dark  places  among  men. 


admire  to  do  our  best.  This  dream  had  its  fle^i,  are  c^m^lei;- and  present  more  prob- 

psychological  background.  Let’s  take  a  lems  than  ever  they  have.  This  is  not  a  rea- 

**“a*  Po?«to<il  Background  of  Solomon’e  t^^^jflcf^thinkTjS^iK  wise  wlrW^OT^cW.’  “we  are"  not  to  abandra 

Dream.  Solomon  came  to  the  throne  when  ,  ^  ggieep  that  the  fleld,  but  pray  for  an  understanding  heart, 

he  was  a  very  young  man.  and  one  without  J  {hat  we  mav  Ww  how  to  meet  the  fuation. 

any  practical  experience  in  ^vernmental  y  position  at  the  beginning  of  In  the  eiforts  of  the  church  of  Christ  for 

fairs.  And  he  came  to  the  ttrone  at  a  time  conc^ng^ms^po  sltultion  world  conquest,  this  is  the  time  for  everyone 

when  the  nation  was  in  due  to  the  wise  judgments^  into  which  the  to  do  their  full  duty.  We  shoidd  give  to  sup- 

permanency  of  the  union  be^ren  the  trib^  to^  father  had  led  him,  his  dream  port  the  work  with  more  sacrifice  and  Inter- 

was  not  assured.  The  union  had  been  severed  .  „  dreamed  the  wish  and  its  real-  est  than  ever  we  have.  Our  youth  should  be 

upon  the  death  of  SauL  D««d  was  made  ,  j  ^  previously  wished  from  called  upon  to  consecrate  their  li^ 

king  of  a  southern  tribe,  while  Saul’s  son  nation  wWch  he  had^prev^^^^^^  seal  than  ever.  When  God 


iing“  Jfa  southern  tribe,  while  Saul’s  son  “^‘-tt^rSf  Ws  hea?t  ^Trk  wi?h  moV  re^Hhii  ever.  When  God 

was  a  rival  king  of  the  other  tribes.  In-  would  realize.  As  God  had  says,  “Ask  what  I  shall  give  thee,  the  cry 

ternal  factions  and  strifes  had  caused  the  him  th».  Hood  of  his  enemies  of  our  heart  should  be  that  we  may  under- 


ternal  factions  and  strifes  had  cajwed  the  blood  of  his  enemies  of  our  heart  should  be  that  we  may  under- 

death  of  the  northern  king,  and  the  union  Kinirs  2  12-461  without  any  civil  strife  stand  the  world’s  need  and  ^ve  ourselves  to 
.„  .»!»  io  ™  ooTtS  St  H.  Zm  the  Bre.t  work  of  .....ring  th.t  ne«i, 

of  bS:*SS«r.Sr ‘bS  c,.t|p.e‘-t.  lead  hl»  wMy  ta  .11  d«ll.lo».  ..-.ok  »..k„t. 

pie  were  loyal  to  David  rather  than  to  the 

union  as  such,  no  matter  who  should  be  king.  — _  «  w  r  ta  * 

Jtr^,it'fop'£f.''^i»Sr.''’x Epworth  League  lopic 

heir  had  lost  hi*  life  during  a  civil  war  in  SEPTEMBER4 

defense  of  his  rightful  claims.  Another  more 
legttimate  heir  had  been  “passed  up”  by  ' 

David  because  of  ^vorlti^sm  to  Solomon.  APPLYING  CHRISTIAN  PRINCIPLES  TO  LOCAL 

There  were  many  who  either  sympatl^d  AriTL.  X  11>I  W  v^xirvAOi^xv  x  « 

with  the  lost  cause  of  Absalom  and  of  iJN  JJ  U  D 1  xVliliS 

(*.ch.ri.h  7.  8..,  M.tth.-  7.  «) 

nation^ntted  *bStod  *Wm  a*  it  had  ^been  Where  Doee  the  Church  Staudf  “It  stands  for  ^  ""'"and  for 

behind  his  more  popular  and  experienced  Here  is  a  statement  from  our  own  Meth-  opportunity  of  self-maintenance  .  .  .  m 
fa^r,  and  to  eithw^ln  over  to  hl^elf  the  odist  Discipline,  showing  you  the  stand  the  the  protection  of  workers  from  the  hardships 
loyalty  of  his  enemies  or  grt  them  out  of  church  has  taken  on  in£i8trial  questions:  of  enforced 

fte  ^y  without  losing  his  friends  in  the  “The  Methodist  Episcopal  Cktireh  stands  “It  stands  for  /"LS 

doing.  ^Otherwise  history  might  repeat  it-  for  equal  rights  and  complete  justice  for  all  workers  in  old  a(^  and  for  those  incapacltat^ 
aV...  ^Wlnsw  mlswtB4'  liann^fi  tn  him  mAn  ^  aH  Btntinns  of  life:  for  the  nrote^on  by  injury;  for  the  principle  of  conciliation 


s^;  the  same  thing  might  happen  to 
as  had  happened  to  Saul’s  son  and  succe 


sn  to  him  men  in  all  stations  of  life;  for  the  protection 
successor;  of  the  family  .  .  .  for  such  regulation  of  the 

T^««rls4’a  fgzll  wnmAvi  tta  fthikll 


by  injury;  for  the  principle  of  con 
and  arbitration  in  industrial  disputes, 

.  A  «  _  _ _ a 


concUiatioD 
tes.  and  for 


aa  had  hannened  to  Saul  8  son  ana  successor;  oi  me  lamuy  .  .  .  lor  bucu  rcgiunuuu  v.  - - - - - - . _ . 

and  the  t* t"*  thing  might  happen  to  David’s  conditions  of  toil  for  women  as  shall  saf^  a  employment  one  v. ' 

hSusTandTlbea  haShappened  to  Saul’s,  guard  the  physical  and  moral  habit*  of  the  "K  stands  for  Ae  gradual  and 
He  was  voung  but  he  was  not  too  young  community;  and  for  the  fullest  possible  de-  reduction  of  the  hours  of  labor  to  the  b) 
to  be  respecti&  of  the  lesson  which  tl«  re-  velopment  of  every  child,  especially  by  the  practicable  ^**1*5^°  y-hl 

cent  hlst^  of  hi*  people  had  taught.  He  provision  of  proper  education  and  recreation,  ure  for  all,  which  is  a  condition  of  the  big 
WM  S  not  too  y%g  to  Ld  by  the  aLli?ion  of  chUd  labor.  _ 


was  young,  but  he  was  not  too  young  to 

.  •  w  a  .a  _ SVtiax.t^>  IaaaI 


sople  had  taught.  He  provision  of  proper  education  and  recreauon,  ure  lor  au,  wnicn  is  »  uouu.«u» 

f£  not  too  ^g  to  Ind  by  the  abolition  of  chUd  labor.  est  human  IMe;  for  a  living  wa^  «  a  mlH- 

>onsibilities  which  had  “It  stands  for  the  abatement  and  prev«-  mum  in  every  Indwtry  and  JJ®  ^ghtst 

>  clearly  grasp  the  sit-  tion  of  poverty,  by  the  protection  of  the  in-  wage  that  each  indwtry  can  afford,  and  fo 

{.  He  WM  young,  but  dividual  Md  of  society  from  the  social,  mo-  the  most  ;^table  ^ 

to  know  that  he  could  nomic,  and  moral  waste  of  the  liquor  traffic.  Industry  that  can  ultimately  be 

ring  those  treacherous  by  the  conservation  of  health  and  by  the  pro-  It  stand*  for  the  right  of  employes 


be  was  not  too  young  to  know  that  he  could  nomic,  and  moral  waste  or  the  liquor  tramc, 
not  safely  dep^  during  those  treacherous  by  the  conservation  of  health  and  by  the  pro¬ 
days  on  tL  advice  of  even  hU  avowed  friends,  tectlon  of  the  worker  from  danger^  ma- 

W..  •.  _ _ J  1— ^ _^A  sHaAOSAB  anSl  InitlTlAfl. 


den  nn  tlw  advice  of  even  his  avowed  friends,  tection  oi  me  woraer  iroui  uBunruiu  ui»-  ..mployer*  alike,  to  organize.  _ 

or  Solely  on  his  own  unseasoned  judgment,  chinery,  occupational  diseases,  and  injuries.  ‘ut  stands  for  a  new  emphasis  upon 
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application  of  Christian  principles  to  the  ac¬ 
quisition  and  use  of  property. 


Que$ticmt  for  DUetuiion 

Have  you  found  any  conditions  in  your 
own  local  Industries  which  need  such  et  state¬ 
ment? 

Are  there  any  Christian  principles  which 
are  not  being  applied  in  any  of  the  local 
industries  you  studied? 

It  has  been  said,  “Money  is  religion’s  great¬ 
est  enemy.”  Do  you  think  this  is  true?  Give 
definite  reasons  for  your  answer. 

*  How  much  money  is  necessary  to  make  a 
man  or  woman  happy? 

Do  you  think  a  ousiness  could  be  organ¬ 
ized  so  that  it  actual^  helped  its  workers,  and 
yet  make  money?  Give  some  examples. 

Should  every  man  have  a  chance  to  work 
who  wants  to  work? 

Are  Jesus’  teaching  practical  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  your  local  industries,  or  ougM  we  to 
agree  that  He  couldn’t  have  applied  them  in 
our  day  and  afx? 

How  do  conditions  in  your  locai  industries 


affect  the  homes  in  your  community — ^the 
hom^s  of  the  workers? 

where  do  the  owners  of  your  local  indus¬ 
tries  live? 

How  may  women  and  children  be  pro¬ 
tected  in  industry? 

Is  it  “hard  luck”  to  have  to  work  for  a 
living? 

Honestly — would  you  want  enough  money 
so  that  you  never  had  to  do  any  work,  to 
be  able  to  have  everything  you  want? 

Do  you  know  anybody  who  has  never  done 
any  work  to  earn  money? 

How  important  is  money? 

Is  there  anything  more  important  than 
money? 

What  would  happen  if  everybody  in  the 
world  could  all  of  a  sudden  have  just  as 
much  money  as  everybody  else?  Would  such 
a  condition  last? 

What  is  your  responsibility  to  help  apply 
Christian  principles  in  your  local  ind^tries? 
(Could  buying  be  organized  so  that  stores 
would  not  have  to  keep  open  so  late?  for  ex- 
ample?_) — Epworth  Lrague  Quarterly. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Brownfield,  Mite.— On  July  9,  1927,  a  pic¬ 
nic  was  given  at  Brooks  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  by  the  following  auxil¬ 
iaries:  Woman’s  Home  Missionary,  Woman’s 
Foreign  Missionary,  and  the  Ladies’  Aid  So¬ 
cieties.  The  sum  of  $16.26  was  realized.— The 
Rev.  B.  S.  Pegues,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Emma  L. 
Harper,  Reporter. 

Houtton,  Temae — Boynton  Recreational 

Center,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  L.  A. 
Steptoe,  is  doing  a  wonderful  work.  Large 
crowds  gather  every  afternoon  for  games, 
swimming  parties,  etc.  The  church  and  Sun¬ 
day  school  are  increasing  nicely  along  all 
^  lines.  We  hope  to  prove  a  great  year’s  work 
■this  year. — Reporter. 

South  Clayton,  Mo. — Crosby  Union  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church:  Sunday,  July  81,  was 
the  occasion  of  a  rally  given  under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  the  unit  leaders  for  the  benefit  of 
the  indebtedness  of  the  church.  Collection 
for  the  day  was  $86.26.  Our  church  is  also 
newly  painted,  and  new  fixtures  have  been 
installed.  All  this  has  been  done  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Parrish,  our 
pastor. — Mrs.  P.  Dobson.  Renorter. 


Dobson,  Reporter. 


Vance,  Mice. — Sunday,  August  7,  was  a 
high  day  at  St.  Michael  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  district  superintendent.  Dr.  C. 
W.  Butler,  was  with  us  and  preached  a  soul¬ 
stirring  sermon.  We  raised  for  him  $27.60. 
A  storm  also  came  to  our  beloved  pastor  on 
that  day,  and  fifty  pounds  of  groceries  were 
given  him.  The  storm  was  led  by  W.  M. 
Moore,  J.  Shaw,  W.  A.  Norfieet.  May  God 
bless  our  pastor.— Jasper  Walker,  Reporter. 

Deerford,  La. — Moores  Chapel,  of  Deer- 
ford,  La.,  of  which  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Sampson 
is  the  pastor,  was  graced  with  the  presence 
of  Dr.  B.  J.  Reddix,  district  superintendent; 
me  Rev.  J.  W.  Turner  and  wife,  of  New 
Orleans,  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Williams,  wife  of 
the  Rev.  J.  A.  Williams,  pastor  of  Wesley 
Chapel,  Baton  Rouge.  We  were  greatly 
pleased  to  have  them  with  us,  and  wish  for 
them  much  joy  and  success. — The  Rev.  T.  H. 
Sampson,  Pastor. 

Oarlandoille,  The  Garlandville  cir¬ 

cuit  is  still  in  progress.  There  are  three 
churches  in  this  circuit.  Two  are  now  stand- 
tog,  and  the  one  which  was  burned  down 
two  years  ago  is  now  being  replaced  by  a 
•tone  building.  The  people  of  the  community 
We  delighted  with  it,  and  we  are  hoping  to 
^plete  it  by  September  24.  We  wish  to 
I  thank  all  of  our  friends  who  have  helped 
Surely  the  Lord  is  with  us.— A.  D. 
fright.  Reporter. 

Little  Bock,  Ark. — Duncan  Chapel  Metb- 
cdist  Episcopal  Church  held  a  very  success¬ 
ful  revival  meeting,  July  10-28,  conducted  by 


our  pastor  of  Sweet  Home,  Ark.,  the  Rev. 
J.  A.  Brooks,  the  evangelist  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence.  We  had  a  glorious  meeting  and  a  spirit¬ 
ual  feast.  Five  new  souls  were  converted  to 
Christ  to  help  build  the  Kingdom  here  on 
earth.  Duncan  Chapel  is  spiritually  alive, 
with  only  a  few  members.  We  are  asking  God 
to  lead  us. — Rev.  C.  H.  Brooks,  Pastor; 
Frankie  Smith,  Reporter.  ■ 

Auffueta,  Ark.— St.  James  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  is  growing  under  the  leadership 
of  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Adams,  our  new  pastor.  He 
is  indeed  a  pastor  and  knows  how  to  do  the 
work  of  the  church.  Since  his  coming  we 
have  been  able  to  build  the  church  we  have 
long  been  wanting.  It  was  completed  by 
the  third  Sunday  in  May,  at  which  time  a 
rally  was  held.  The  other  pastors  of  Au¬ 
gusta  were  invited  to  take  part  and  the  sum 
of  $126.76  was  raised.  We  are  proud  of  our 
pastor,  and  are  going  to  help  him  put  the 
Nogram  of  the  church  over. — Miss  Susie 
Dugeas,  Reporter. 

Bristol,  Va. — John  Wesley  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  truly  can  boast  of  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  years  in  its  history.  The 
district  superintendent  has  just  closed  his 
year’s  work,,  which  was  very  satisfactory. 
Much  has  bi»n  accomplished  through  our 
good  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Forrest.  We 
truly  hope  the  Conference  will  send  him  back 
for  another  year.  We  would  not  forget  the 
different  societies  of  the  church  who  have 
helped  so  loyally  to  make  the  church  what  it 
ought  to  be.  They  are  the  laymen,  the  Sun¬ 
day  school.  Ladies’  Aid,  and  others.— Clar¬ 
ence  Burley,  Reporter.  , 

Blue  Mountain,  Miss. — Adkins  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  its  mem¬ 
bers,  was  well  blessed  with  the  good  visitors 
in  a  revival  here  which  began  July  2^  and 
end^  August  8.  We  had  with  us  the  Revs. 
M.  C.  Pulliam,  B.  S.  Pegues,  and  John  A. 
Simons.  God  blessed  us  with  twelve  con¬ 
verts.  We  are  all  proud  of  the  young  pas¬ 
tor  sent  us  by  the  Rev.  Cole  in  the  place  pf 
the  Rev.  J.  R.  Little,  who  is  not  able  to 
carry  on  the  work  due  to  a  stroke  of  paraly¬ 
sis.  The  church  is  moving  on  smoothly  at 
present,  and  we  ask  the  prayers  of  the  whole 
church. — Mrs.  E.  Norvell,  Reporter. 

Tylertown,  Miss. — A  great  revival  began 
at  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Sunday,  July  10.  Our  pastor  preached  a 
stirring  sermon  at  11  o’clock.  Spiritual  fire 
burned  upon  the  altar  of  our  hearts.  On 
Monday  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Cooper,  of  the  Bridge- 
ville  charge,  arrived  and  joined  in  the  meet¬ 
ing.  Many  came  forward  to  be  prayed  for  ' 
and  two  joined  the  church.  The  revival  con¬ 
tinued  until  Friday  night.  The  church  was 
^eatly  revived  and  four  were  received  into 
its  membership.  St.  James  is  aUve  and  on 
the  forward  march  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  E.  W.  Middleton.— A.  N.  Bullock, 
Reporter. 


Lawndale,  N.  C. — We  have  just  closed  our 
revival  at  Philadelphia  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  have  enjoyed  a  glorious  meeting. 
The  church  has  been  greatly  blessed  and  re¬ 
vived.  Our  beloved  pastor  did  his  best,  and 
the  members  were  in  line  with  him.  Fifty- 
two  were  happily  converted  and  forty-six 
joined  the  church.  They  were  of  the  ages 
from  twelve  to  fifty.  We  beg  the  interest  Wd 
prayers  of  all  who  may  read  this  that  the 
holy  fire  may  continue  to  burn  in  our  hearts. 
Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  L.  Burge,  is  a  live 
wire  in  Kingdom  building.  Total  amount 
raised  during  meeting,  $66.60.— D.  T.  Thomp¬ 
son,  Reporter. 

Stoneham,  Texas — Stoneham  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  B.  E.  Williams,  has  just  closed  a 
great  meeting.  We  had  with  us  the  Rev, 
M.  B.  Evans,  our  efllcient  pastor  at  Caldwell, 
Texas,  who  preached  soul-stirring  sermons  all 
the  week  and  our  hearts  were  thrilled.  Six 
young  people  were  happily  converted.  The 
Rev.  Evans’  sermons  will  live  long  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  Stoneham  circuit.  To¬ 
tal  amount  raised,  $26.80.  The  pastor  was 
favored  with  visit  of  our  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  A.  J.  Newton,  the  Rev.  E.  T. 
Jackson,  and  Dr.  Willis  J.  King,  of  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary. — W.  M.  Mitchell,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Jeffersontown,  Ky. — Since  the  arrival  of 
our  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  E.  Crawford,  the 
interest  of  the  church  has  been  greatly 
aroused.  The  Sunday  school.  Brotherhood, 
Woman’s  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  So¬ 
cieties  and  the  Ladies’  Aid  are  at  work.  Our 
first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  July  11 
and  12;  business  meeting  on  the  11th.  All 
members  were  present  with  written  reports. 
On  the  night  of  the  12th,  the  district  super¬ 
intendent,  Rev.  G.  W.  Tindull,  preached,  and 
we  were  made  to  feel  glad.  The  district  su¬ 
perintendent  was  paid  in  full;  the  pastor, 
$169.80  for  the  quarter;  raised  for  trustees, 
$66;  World  Service,  $18;  for  all  purposes, 
$267.80. — Ophelia  Lucas,  Reporter. 

Tarboro,  Texas.— Y arbor o  Chapel  Meth- 
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vival,  with  sixteen  conversions  and  eight  ac¬ 
cessions  to  the  church.  The  ^od  Baptist 
friends  from  three  local  churches  assisted  in 
this  great  meeting.  We  also  bad  one  of  the 
Baptist  ministers,  the  Rev.  Stubblefield,  with 
us,  who  preached  some  powerful  sermons  dur¬ 
ing  the  meeting.  Brother  W.  M.  Bumfus, 
the  singing  evangelist,  was  also  with  us.  Over 
600  persons  were  present  at  the  afternoon 
session.  At  night,  the  Rev.  Williams  preached 
from  Prov.  6.  20.  His  sermon  wUl  live  long 
in  the  minds  of  the  people.  Total  amount 
raised  during  the  meeting,  $14. — Miss  Dewey 
E.  Steward,  Reporter. 

Alley,  Go. — Nepsies  Chapel:  On  July  81, 
we  were  very  much  pleased  to  have  with  us  in 
our  Sunday  school  tne  district  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  Brother  A.  E.  Stripling,  of 
Odum,  Ga.  He  made  a  very  inspiring  lec¬ 
ture  on  “Duty  to  the  Sunday  School.”  The 
young  people  had  arranged  a  program  to 
entertain  Brother  Stripling  and  ^so  to  raise 
money  for  his  expenses,  but  be  could  not  make 
it  convenient  to  stay  until  the  program  was 
rendered,  and  we  were  sorry  to  see  him  leave. 
Music  was  rendered  by  the  choir,  with  Miss 
Linnie  Griner  as  mistress  of  ceremonies,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Mr.  John  Ross  with  bis  saxo¬ 
phone.  A  play  was  given  in  which  several 
of  the  young  people  took  part;  there  were 
also  recitations  and  solos.  We  raised  $4.60 
for  Bro.  Striplings  expenses  and  $7  that 
night. — C.  Wiggs,  Reporter. 

Louisville,  Ky. — Under  the  Godly  leader¬ 
ship  of  our  much  bdoved  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  R.  D.  Hines,  the  good  work  of  Kingdom 
building  is  still  in  progress  at  New  Coke 
Church.  In  spite  of  the  intense  hot  weather, 
our  Sunday  school  is  holding  its  attendance, 
which  now  averages  eigbty-suc.  The  offering 
for  the  quarter  was  $184.86.  Sunday,  August 
7,  was  the  date  of  our  second  Quarterly  in¬ 
ference.  The  district  superintendent  was 
present  and  preached  two  soul-stirring  ser¬ 
mons.  Dr.  Tindull  is  much  beloved  by  both 
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laymen  and  ministers  of  the  Louisville  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  the  outlook  of  the  work  on  the  dis¬ 
trict  now  Indicates  that  this  will  be  tte  banner 
year  al<HiK  all  lines  in  the  history  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  An  persons  coming  from  other  cities 
of  the  Union  will  find  a  welcome  and  m 
open  door  at  New  Coke  Church. — J .  H.  Madi¬ 
son,  Reporter. 

Tazoo  City,  Sunday,  July  24, 

marked  a  very  successful  rally  at  St.  Stephen 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Despite  the 
food  conditions  in  our  town  and  community, 
which  rendered  many  of  our  members  hom^ 
leas  with  a  total  loss  of  all  they  poss^ed, 
a  drive  was  launched,  under  the  leadership  of 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Isabl^  beginning 
June  1  and  ending  July  24,  at  which  time  we 
laid  upon  the  altar  for  our  new  church  woric 
$2,016.  This  amount  together  with 
raised  in  early  spring  at  ti»e  beginning  of  we 
flood,  gives  us  a  total  of  $2A16  raised  for 
our  new  church  work  since  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  February.  Grwt  lovaltv  wm 
shown  by  the  membership  of  the  church,  giv- 
ina  from  $6  to  $100  each.  Through  the  ac¬ 
tivity  of  Mr.  Robert  Pierce,  the  businras  w- 
terprises,  both  white  and  colored,  contribute 
quite  liberally  to  this  worthy  cause. — S.  M. 
Thomas,  Secretary. 

LUtU  Book,  Aric.— White’s  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  has  made  outstanding 
progress  in  the  last  three  years.  This 
ress  has  been  In  a  spiritual  way  as  weU  as 
in  a  financial  way.  Our  achievemento  have 
been  so  great  that  we  have  commanded  the 
attention  of  the  entire  community  in  which 
we  live.  We  have  never  enjoyed  such  a  pre¬ 
dominant  place  in  the  church  life  of  our 
community  as  we  do  to-day.  This  success 
has  been  due  to  the  wise  and  courageoM 
leadership  of  our  pastor.  Rev.  S.  McDonalA 
When  our  pastor  came  to  us  in 
1924,  we  were  still  occupying  our  old  buU^g, 
Whites  Chapel,  which  time  had  renders  in¬ 
adequate.  We  bad  cherished  an  idea  for  a 
new  church  for  some  time,  but  no  one  seemed 
to  have  ^  courage  to  take  .  the  initiative 
to  promote  this  great  task.  lOur  pastor  came. 


and  within  eight  months  after  his  arrival  the 
foundation  for  a  new  church  was  laid.  To¬ 
day  we  are  bolding  services  in  the  main 
auditorium  of  our  new  church.  The  name 
of  the  church  has  been  changed  from  White  s 
Chapel  to  White’s  Memorial  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  (iurch,  in  memory  of  Sister  Chainey 
W^e.  We  are  going  to  entertain  the  Little 
Rock  Annual  Conference  in  December  of  this 
year.  Sunday,  July  17,  was  a  great  day  with 
us.  We  raised  $800  to  be  applied  to  our 
building  program. — Maurice  Lockhart,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Turkey  Creek,  Mise.—Mt.  Pleasant  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church:  A  delightful  kiddy 
party  was  ^ven  under  the  auspices  of  Misses 
Willie  A.  Abrams  and  Mioma  Sims,  from 
which  they  realised  a  neat  sum  for  the  benefit 
of  the  church.  A  very  interesting  debate  was 
held  at  the  Turkey  Creek  public  school:  “Re¬ 
solved,  That  a  City  School  Is  Better 
a  Rural,”  was  warmly  debated  by  Miss  Wil¬ 
lie  A.  Abrams,  college  sophomore  at  New 
Orleans  University,  and  Master  John  Wil¬ 
liams,  brilliant  young  teacher  of  the  Bwtist 
Sunday  school,  affirmative;  Miss  Mioma  Sims, 
secretary  of  the  Epworth  League  and  a  Bqph^ 
more  at  the  Gulfport  High,  with  Master  U.  S. 
White,  assistant  superintendent  and  junior  at 
Gulport  High,  negative.  Mrs.  Pinkey  ^i^te, 
Mrs.  Rachel  Andrews,  and  Mr.  Albert  Gris¬ 
wold  were  the  judges.  The  judges  announced 
a  tie  at  the  end  of  the  eldquent  speeches 
made  by  both  sides.  Our  pastor  spoke  highly 
of  this  event,  and  hopes  that  others  are  forth¬ 
coming  in  the  near  future.  Mrs.  Bertha 
Flowers,  with  the  assistance  of  her  daughters: 
Misses  Della,  Alice,  and  Irma  B.,  were  the 
delightful  hostesses  to  a  hunt  given  for  the 
benefit  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  This  was  an  enjoyable  affair.  Miss 
Fannie  Gant  rendered  a  pleasing  benefit 
“Sham  Wedding’  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Church, 
when  Etimese  Freightman  became  the  bride 
of  Master  Wrinkle.  Credit  must  be  given 
this  young  lady,  who  is  a  junior  at  New  Or¬ 
leans  University,  for  the  splendid  rendition 
of  this  entertainment.— Rev.  Frank  Smith, 
Pastor;  Hannah  Mae  Hines,  Reporter. 


total,  $68.— The  Rev.  C.  H.  MaxweU,  Pas- 

tor.  ^ 

DESOTO,  MO. 

Our  first  quarterly  meeting  was  held  the 
third  Sunday  in  July.  At  11  A.  M.  the  pas¬ 
tor,  R%v.  J.  C.  Guj^on,  preached,  and  at  8 
P.  M.  the  pastor  of  the  African  Mtihodist 
Episcopal  Church  brought  an  inspiring  mes¬ 
sage.  At  4  P.  M.  the  district  superintendent, 
the  Rev.  Hancock,  returned  from  Potosl,  Mo. 
He  administered  the  sacrament;  also  baptised 
two  babies.  He  preached  at  8  P.  M.  The 
day  was  a  glorious  one,  and  $46  was  raised. 
During  the  month  of  July  the  Rev.  J.  IL 
Guyton  conducted  a  baby  contest.  It  closed 
the  evening  of  August  1,  at  which  time  an 
evening  of  fun  was  had.  The  winning  baby 
was  announced  and  prises  given.  There  were 
four  babies  and  four  captains.  The  partici¬ 
pants  were:  Alta  Jane  Jamerson  and  Miss 
Flora  Carter,  60,100  votes;  Mary  Julia  Jen¬ 
nings  and  mother,  81,000  votes;  Juanita  Gor¬ 
don  and  Mrs.  L.  Smith,  18,100;  total,  125,260 
votes,  or  $126.26.  Alta  Jane  Jamerson  won 
the  major  prise.  Miss  Flora  Carter  was 
highly  honored.  Friday  evening,  August  6, 
Master  Gerald  Finley,  of  Sedalia,  Mo.,  gave 
a  vidlin  recital.  The  rendition  was  wonder¬ 
ful. — ^Reporter. 


District  Activities 


District  Round 

PALESTINE  DISTRICT 

FouHh  Bound— EeM  Mexia  Ct,  Augurt  6, 
7;  Heame,  18,  14;  Sutton,  1*5 
tion,  19-21;  Bethlehem,  26;  Fairfield  27, 
28;  Streetman  Ct,  27,  28;  Teague  Ct,  29; 
Normangee  Ct,  ^tember  10,  11;  Bart  Cal¬ 
vert  Ct,^,  18;  Jewett  Ct.,  ^  “5  OAwood 
Ct,  October  1,  2;  Palerttae  1,  2;  Buffrto 
Ct..  8,  9;  Tyler,  16,  16; 

28;  Thornton,  29,  80;  Jaclteonvllle  C^  ^ 
vember  6,  6;  Leona  Ct,  12,  18;  Lovelady  Ct., 
19  90. 

To  the  Pastors  and  Laymen  on  the  Pales¬ 
tine  District;  I  wish  to  congratulate  you  for 
the  very  splendid  District  Conference  whl^ 
was  held  at  Lannsa  Chapd,  Mexia  clr^t  It 
has  marked  another  millestone  on  the  way. 
You  realise  that  we  are  now  on  our  home 
stretch.  Must  make  the  goal  by  all  me^. 
Begin  now  to  plan  and  organise  to  raiM  the 
balance  due  on  each  claim.  Your  ambl^n 
must  be  to  moke  a  complete  report.  We 
cannot  afford  to  fail.  If  I  can  be  of  any 
service  to  you  in  any  way  call  on  me.  Your 
co-laborer,  W.  R.  Robinson. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

BASTROP,  LA. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  heW 
at  ML  Nebo  Methodist  ^Iscopal  Church, 
July  16,  17,  with  District  Superhitendent  C. 
SpMrs  In  the  chair.  The  office  were  pr^ 
ent  with  good  reports.  On  Sun^y,  at  12 
o’clock,  the  supertotendent  preached  an  able 
sermon.  All  present  enjoyed  the  mwa«. 
Love  feast  was  conducted  at  night  br  the 
■UMrlntendent  and  pastor,  after  w^h  the 
■oeaktaur  meeting  was  carried  out.  We  ^ 
as  our  guest  Mrs.  F.  Spears,  the  wife  of  tt* 
district  superintendent,  who  made  m  inspir¬ 
ing  talk  and  also  organised  the  Busy  Bee 


Club  In  our  church.  The  superintendent  was 
paid  in  full,  $46.  Pray  for  us.— The  Rev. 
I.  B.  Badle,  Pastor;  Mrs.  I.  E.  Badie,  Re¬ 
porter. 

CALIFORNIA,  MO. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
California  circuit  was  held  at  Taylor’s  Chapel, 
at  OtterviUe,  on  Saturday  evening,  July  28. 
The  pastor.  Rev.  Ernest  Scott,  and  his  offi¬ 
cials  were  ready  with  splendid  reports.  The 
Sunday  service  was  well  attended,  there  be¬ 
ing  a  great  many  visitors  from  surrounding 
towns.  Superintendent  McAllister  preached 
two  masterly  sermons  in  the  morning  and  at 
night.  The  day  was  a  great  spiritual  and 
financial  success.  The  coUection  for  the  day 
was  $41.  The  total  money  raised  this  quar¬ 
ter  was  $177.76. 


CORINTH,  MISS. 

Mt.  Moriah  Methodist'  Episcopal  Church: 
Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  July 
22-24.  At  7.80  P.  M.  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Dr.  Wynn,  opened  the  service.  After 
making  brief  remarks,  the  reports  of  pastor, 
class  leaders,  and  presidents  of  the  auxU- 
iaries  were  rendered.  All  reports  were  good. 
A  program  was  then  rendered  bV  the  Sunday 
school.  Prof.  J.  B.  Coombs  made  an  address 
on  “How  Should  the  Children  Be  Taught 
in  the  Sunday  School?”  Miss  Lottie  B.  In- 
ghram  read  a  paper  on  “The  Good  of  the 
Sunday  School  In  the  Community”;  address 
by  Mr.  Grant  Turner,  “The  Necessity  of 
Church  Attendance”;  oration  by  Mrs.  A. 
Sanders,  talk  by  Mr.  W.  H.  GllUsple  and 
Prof.  W.  R.  Adams.  Dellcloue  refreshments 
were  served.  On  Sunday  night  Dr.  Wynn 
preached  a  wonderful  sermon.  The  Lord’s 
Supper  was  administered  to  sixty-three  per¬ 
sons.  Collection  from  class  leaders:  Mrs.  L. 
B.  Roby,  $18;  Mrs.  Mary  Irvin,  $18;  Mrs. 
L.  Renfro,  $10;  Mrs.  B.  Singleton,  $9;  Mrs. 
A.  Vanderford,  $155;  M.  G.  Turner,  $8; 


EVERGREEN,  ALA. 

The  recent  mock  Conference  brought  great 
gain  to  the  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  C.  J. 
Booker,  a  local  preacher  of  this  church.  Pre¬ 
siding  elders  were  appointed  over  the  sev¬ 
eral  districts  and  the  pastors  were  assigned 
to  their  charges.  They  worked  hard  to  send 
full  reports  to  the  Conference.  During  two 
nights  of  the  mock  Conference  we  had  heavy 
rains,  but  on  the  one  night  several  of  the 
pastors  reported  which  proved  a  credit  to  the 
Greensboro  Conference.  “Bishop”  Booker 
was  present  to  welcome  the  brethren,  strong^ 
demanding  reports  from  fifty  cents  to  $8. 
Total  raised,  $116.86.  We  are  soon  to  have 
a  nicely  p;iated  church. — The  Rev.  F.  B. 
Dawkins,  Pastor;  C.  S.  Simpson,  Reporter. 

LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK.  ^ 

White’s  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal^ 
Church;  The  second  Quarterly  Conference 
closed  with  the  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  W.  S.  Sherrill,  present.  He  was  very 
much  pleased  with  the  work  of  the  church. 

Wc  also  had  with  us  Dr,  M.  T.  J,  Howard, 
of  Atlanta,  Ga.  We  were  delighted  to  have 
the  doctor  with  us  to  see  what  we  are  doing. 
His  sermon  was  pointed  and  logical.  The 
night  service  was  featured  with  a  Children’s 
Day  program,  which  was  in  chargee  of  Mrs. 
Gains.  The  district  superintendent  spoke  in 
high  terms  of  her  work  with  the  children. 
We  are  always  glad  to  have  Dr.  SherrUl  with 
us;  he  brings  cneer  and  sunshine.  He  was 
paid  in  full.  All  of  the  claims  of  the  church 
are  being  looked  after.  The  Rural  Schort 
for  Pastors  was  in  session  at  Philander  Smith 
College.  They  stormed  us  on  Wednesday 
evening,  coming  to  look  over  the  church 
as  well  as  the  site  of  the  new  college.  They 
were  served  light  refreshments.  We  are  on 
the  last  stretch  of  the  completion  of  our  new 
church  before  the  Annual  Conference,  which 
we  hope  to  complete  within  a  short  while. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  in  advance  of  any  pre¬ 
vious  time  in  the  history  of  the  church.  Bro. 

J.  T.  Dosler  is  the  efficient  superintendent 
The  Epworth  League  is  working  in  splendor, 

’  led  by  Mrs.  C.  Anderson.  We  have  a  class^of 
young  girls  who  are  doing  some  real  tanrible 
’  things,  led  by  Mrs.  A.  M.  Douglas.  The  boW 
are  doing  splendidly  under  the  direction  oI 
!  Mr.  Merrill  Nelson.  We  love  our  worthy  and 
energetic  pastor,  and  are  trying  to  follow  hli 
leadership.  Our  motto  is,  “A  first-class  en- 
'  tertainment  for  the  Conference,  full  World 
•  Service  report,  and  a  hundred  more  mem- 
f  hers.”- The  Rev.  S.  McDonald,  Pastor;  Mrs. 
j  A.  M.  Douglas,  Reporter. 

’  MEGEHEE,  ARK. 

I  Sunday,  July  24,  will  long  be  remembered 
-  at  Scott’s  Chapel  Methodtet  Episcopsl 
,.  Church.  At  9.80  A.  M.,  Sunday  school  w  , 

I.  conducted  by  Mrs.  R.  D.  Madison,  superl^ 

I.  tendent,  and  was  largely  attended.  At 
;  o’clock  the  Rev.  W.  Wellington,  pastor  of  one 
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of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  churches  POTOSI  MO  - 

It  WAS  cniovcd  bv  all  Af  flftn  "P  nif  wa  our  nrst  QuArtcrly  Conference  And  Chil** 

were  favorel  with  the  presence  of  the  pas-  dtatrtct^8UDer^tendent.^th  ^ 
tor,  congregation,  and  choir  of  St.  Philips  ^ 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  xL  f 

Rev  W  P  A  Rnvii  na^nr  an  returned  to  DeSoto,  Mo.,  while  the  Rev. 

able'  sermon.  The  i^iwortTLearae  was  con-  ^'Guyton  remai^  over  for  the  Chil- 

ducted  by  Miss  Peart  Smith.  In  enjoyable  !?'  made  an  inspiring 

program  was  rendered  by  the  voung  petmie,  k1**^  helpfui  talk.  The  day  closed  a^iriturt 
after  which  remarks  were  ma*  by  ouV^-  «  financial  sucews.  The  fifth 

district  superintendent.  Rev.  L.  G:  Hodges,  Sunday  we  had  our  annual  r^y  and  basket 

and  our  present  district  superintendent.  Both  J,'®™  near-by  towns  came 

spoke  very  encouragingly  to  us  for  the  prog-  ^  truck  loads.  Fifty  or  more  came  from 

ress  being  made.  The  Rev.  L.  G.  Hodges  5®??*®;  “®  >  “®  “  ®'  J®**"  ^  At  ^ 

was  present  at  7.80  and  preached  a  sold-  21*^*®"  'n^nes*-  Th*'*  ,7*8  plenty  to  eat.  CEw  ih 

stirring  sermon  to  the  delight  of  all  who  T"®  all  excellent.  At  11  A.  M 

heard  him.  Mr.  W.  B.  Burleigh,  a  grand  pressed;  at  8  P.  M.  and  8 

officer  of  the  Elks  Lodge  of  this  city?  was  M.  the  Rev.  John  R.  Guvton  preached  UWJ  o 

present  with  other  representatives  and  gave  Pn^erful  sermons,  The  Rev.  A.  J.  Williams. 

$10  in  the  public  offering,  pledging  $50  on  ®y®  P®®*®*'  a  large  number  y 

the  church  indebtedness.  Two  children  were  ®^  members  worshiped  with  us  in  the  after-  ^  '-an 

baptised.  Monday  night,  July  26,  the  Quar-  ?®®"-  P?  1^®^-  «“*■  Pastor  at  RoUa,  I 

teriy  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  ^°  ’  lamUy  were  at  the  evening  service. 

W.  S.  Sherrill,  district  superintendent.  Many  ®®®‘*  '®®$  *»®  remembered.— Re- 

of  the  officers  were  present  with  good  re-  Po*’tm'-  oT»nTVT.r^™T-«T  »»» 

ports,  which  showed  that  all  departments  of  SPRINGFIELD,  ILL.  T-IoiVl 

the  church  were  being  taken  care  of.  The  Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  AHJHI 

district  superintendent  was  well  pleased  with  July  80,  81,  with  the  district  superintendent, 

the  progress  made  along  all  lines.  Our  pas-  the  Rev.  G.  D.  Hancock,  presiding.  The  '°  y°’“  ®®' 

tor,  the  Rev,  W.  D.  Lester,  Has  been  with  district  superintendent  seemed  very  well 

us  only  six  weeks.  He  is  a  young  man,  but  pleased  with  the  work  that  is  being  done.  Church  Schc 

knows  the  program  of  the  church,  and  is  At  11  A.  M.  the  Rev.  Hancock  brought  us 

pains  in  seeing  that  it  is  put  over,  a  burning  message  from  John  6.  68.  The  or  < 

5^0  .o  the  meeting  for  church  note,  afternoon  message  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  nn 

$68.58;  superintendent  $15;  pastor,  $31.80;  Guy,  pastor  of  St.  Paul  African  Methodist 
oth»  causes,  $16.  This  closed  our  third  Episcopal  Church,  this  city,  which  was  well  FwTrJ.i 
quarterly  meeting.  Mrs.  R.  D.  Madison,  Re-  prepared  and  delivered.  At  night  we  had 
porter.  1°^®  feast,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  was  in  our  TL* 

MT.  VERNON,  GA.  midst.  One  joined  the  church  and  one  in¬ 

fant  was  baptised.  Offering  for  the  day  was 
$48.22.  We  are  expecting  Grace  Church  to 
take  her  place  in  the  Central  Missouri  Con¬ 
ference  as  one  of  the  leading  diurches. — The 
Rev.  A.  M.  Todd,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Scottie  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  Reporter. 

TYLERTOWN,  MISS. 

Our  Quarterly  Conference  convened  at  Bul¬ 
lock  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
with  Dr.  G.  W.  Cedeman  in  the  chair.  Sev¬ 
eral  of  the  officers  were  present  and  made 
good  reports.  Dr.  Coleman  preached  a  great 
sermon  at  11  o’clock,  and  all  who  heard  him 
were  delighted.  He  is  loved  by  everyone  on 
the  charge.  Raised  during  the  Conference, 

$26.60,  and  during  the  quarter,  $101.  We  ask 
your  prayers. — A.  N.  Bullock,  Reporter. 


The  third  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
at  Warren’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  July  23,  24.  The  Rev.  S.  D.  Bank¬ 
ston,  district  superintendent,  preached  a 
wonderful  sermon  at  11  o’clock  from  the  sub¬ 
ject,  “He  had  nothing  in  his  hand,”  which 
was  very  reviving  and  enjoyed  by  ail.  The 
coliection  was  $17.  At  8  oxlock  the  super¬ 
intendent  preached  another  soul-stirriim  ser¬ 
mon  at  Napsies  Chapel,  Alley,  Ga.  Collec¬ 
tion  was  $4.  The  superintendent  seemed  to 
be  well  pleased  with  the  way  we  tried  to  take 
care  of  him  during  his  stay  with  us.  Many 
of  the  officers  were  present  with  good  reports. 
The  Rev.  D.  G.  Greer,  pastor,  has  just  re¬ 
turned  from  summer  school,  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  are  delighted  to  have  him  back. — C. 
Wiggs,  Reporter. 


^BBP  lAa  hom»  firmi  burring, 
A$  your  haort*  art  umarmng, 
O'ot  Im  nek  and  aged  on**— 
tftoM  who  eannof  oom*. 

It  your  Church  School  heeding 
Wnat  Ihete  alt  are  heeding  7 
tosh  a  bridge  af  tenrioe  join  the 
church  and  home. 


You  can  build  this  “bridge” 
by  supplying 

The 

Home  Quarterly 

to  your  shut-ins  and  others  whom  cir¬ 
cumstances  compel  to  remain  away  from 
Church  School  worship. 

Its  price  in  clubs  to  schools  is  14  cents  a 
quarter,  or  50  cents  a  year.  If  you  have 
no  Home  Department  we  will  help  you 
start  one.  Write  for  samples  and  special 
Free  Trial  terms. 


The  Methodi$t  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chieaco  Booton  Datreit  Plttaburyfa 
Kansas  Qty  San  Frandseo  Portland,  Ora. 


Reports  of  District  Conferences 


ALEXANDRIA 

The  fortieth  session  of  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  met  in  Wesley  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Boonville,  La.,  July  27-81, 
1927,  the  Rev.  S.  M.  Garner,  pastor.  The  Rev. 
S.  S.  Earles,  district  superintendent,  presided, 
and  delivered  a  warm  message  of  greeting 
to  the  Conference.  The  sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  by  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  assisted  by  several  pas¬ 
tors.  After  calling  the  roll,  organization  was 
effected,  as  follows:  Secretary,  J.  A.  Lind¬ 
say;  Wm.  Jarrel,  T.  A.  Brown,  and  W.  L. 
Dyas,  assistants;  treasurer,  S.  M.  Gamer. 
Dr.  R.  F.  Long  and  A.  M.  Taylor  were  elected 
reporters  to  the  Town  Talk;  T.  A.  Brown, 
representative  of  the  Southwestern.  Dr.  C. 
Jotmsyn  was  appointed  to  represent  the 
Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief;  and  the  writer 
reporter  to  the  Southwestern. 

After  appointing  different  committees,  the 
district  superintendent  made  his  report  and 
spoke  relatively  to  the  outlook,  betterment, 
and  uplift  of  the  district  in  general. 

Bach  pastor  present  reported  the  follow¬ 
ing;  Conversions  and  accessions.  World  Serv¬ 
ice,  Southwestern,  New  Orleans  University, 
and  the  churches’  condition  in  general.  The 
welcome  addresses  were  made  by  Miss  Colum- 

lata  _ _ 1 


Miss  Marjorie  Dobin  and  the  Rev.  D.  B.  But¬ 
ler,  of  the  Baptist  Church.  They  were  both 
cordial  and  eloquent,  with  a  hearty  response 


by  Dr.  C.  Johnson  and  a  solo  by  Miss  Mat- 
tie  Watson. 

The  following  preached  sermons  during  the 
session  to  the  delight  of  all  present:  W.  M. 
Jarrel,  I.  H.  Lodge,  J.  ClarV  A.  M'.  'I’ay- 
lor,  C.  Anderson,  W.  L.  Dyas,  G.  Robinson, 
W.  R.  London,  and  the  writer.  Fraternal 
greetings  were  brought  by  the  following 
brethren,  who  spoke  in  the  interest  of  the 
forthcoming  General  Conference,  which  is 
to  be  held  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  in  May,  1928; 
the  Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District;  Dr.  W. 
S.  Chinn,  A.  Booker,  J.  E.  Rolax,  W.  E. 
James,  R.  F.  Lang,  T.  J.  Bridgett,  and  S. 
Williams.  Dr.  C.  Johnson  grew  eloquent  in 
delivering  an  address  representing  Dr.  E.  M. 
Jones  on  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief, 
and  many  of  the  brethren  responded  at  once. 

The  astute  Dr.  W.  S.  Chinn  very  fittingly, 
in  words  well  chosen,  urged  the  men  to  stand 
by  New  Orleans  Unlverslta,  and  he  also  spoke 
on  the  program  of  the  church. 

Dr.  O.  Kriege,  president  of  New  Orleans 
University,  was  introduced.  After  hearing 
reports  of  the  Sunday-school  superintend 
ents,  every  eve  was  focused  upon  him,  and 
in  a  warm,  glowing  message  of  hope  and  lit- 
spiration  be  bad  the  Conference  know  the 
place  that  New  Orleans  Unlversita  fiUs  in  the 


of  this  great  nation  of  ours,  and  the  Con¬ 
ference  responded  at  once  by  giving  the  yell 
and  a  hearty  amen. 


The  Rev.  T.  A.  Brown  was  elected  as  the 
delegate  to  the  Area  Council  to  be  held  in 
Waveland,  Miss. 

The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
met  Saturday,  July  80,  at  10.80,  presided  over 
by  the  president.  Sister  Lucy  Davis.  Tlie 
reports  were  heard  from  auxiliaries,  and  they 
showed  that  the  work  is  stUl  alive. 

The  president  made  her  report  and  urged 
the  delegates  to  stand  by  the  program  of 
the  old  church.  Sister  Davis  was  re-elected 
as  president;  Sister  Watson,  vice-president; 
Sister  Hamilton,  corresponding  secretary,  and 
Miss  English,  treasurer.  The  Rev.  J.  A. 
Lindsay  stirred  the  hearts  of  all  who  heard 
Wm  in  a  message  impressing  the  need  of  put¬ 
ting  over  the  program. 

A  telegram  was  received  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  from  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Stanley,  announc¬ 
ing  the  death  of  their  daughter,  Hattie,  and 
words  of  condolence  extending  to  the  famUy 
sympathy  in  their  hour  of  bereavement  were 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  tbem  by  the  Conference. 

As  a  modem  raral  church,  the  Wesley 
Church  is  a  beautiful  edifice  and  a  tribute 
to  our  folks  in  the  vicinity  of  Boonville. 
With  outstretched  wings  serviceable  for 
overflowing  audiences,  the  simple  elegance 
and  beauty  of  this  spacious  church  is  seen 
not  only  in  the  material  structure,  but  in 
the  young  life  and  people  who  have  united 
with  a  gracious  pastor  in  building  up  a 
spiritual  house  of  God.  The  local  commit¬ 
tee  was  painstaking  and  resourceful,  provid¬ 
ing  abundant  food,  well  cooked  and  flttinriy 
served  by  the  following  churches;  BoonviUe, 
Bunkie,  Cheneyville,  Pineville,  Newman,  St. 
Paul,  Wei  ton,  Second  Union,  and  Second 
Edgefield  Baptist. 

The  parishioners  made  the  delegates  of  the 
Conference  heartilv  welcome  to  the  comforts 
of  their  homes.  Although  the  first  day  was 
marked  by  heavy  rainfall,  troublesome  to 
traffic  <Mi  rural  roads,  yet  the  ministers  and 
delegates  arrived  on  time,  and  tbe  evening 
session  was  well  attended.  The  annual  ser¬ 
mon  was  delivered  Sunday,  July  81,  at  IIBO, 
hy  the  district  superintendent  in  a  message 
establishing  the  church. 

The  next  session  of  the  Conference  will  be 
held  in  St.  Paul,  Alexandria. — E.  S.  Johnson, 
Reporter. 
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Roster  of  District  Conferences  for  1927  Season 


W«  will  iih»i  fiilly  I— MIT  eorraetioiia  or  Mtrfao  wlioro _ 

that  is  sxpoelsd.  Diitrist  Supsriatsiidsnts  will  kindly  sntsr  tlMbs  as 


A  postSTd  rsqnast  is  all 
rly  as  poasibls. 


Dlstrist  Plans  Data  Disb  Soitt. 

HoUy  Sprinss . Oxford,  Mias . Aoc.  2S-28 . Ji.  G.  Coin 

ChioMo . . . Gary,  Ind. . Aoc.  8M8 . P.  T.  Gorham 

Clarksdalo  (Nsbo  Church) ..  BbaUmoanA  Miss . Anc.  28-28 . .0.  W.  Butler 

Ncctii  Baltmoro . PVodriek,  Md . Aus.  28-28 . .C.  Y.  Trln 

Gainasrillo . .Csdar  Kay,  Fla. . Auc.  24-28 . J>.  8.  Salmoro 

Bobso . Palmetto,  Ga. . Auc.  24-28 . B.  T.  Jackson 

Florenoe . Cades,  8.  C . Auc.  24-28 . R.  F.  Harrincton 

Maridian . SeoobiL  Mi^ . Auc.  24-28 . J>.  L.  Morcan 

Greanwood . Carrollton,  Mias . Auc.  24-28 . J>.  Green 

8t.  liouis . Desoto,  Mo . Auc.  24-28 . .G.  D.  Hancock 

Indlanaiwlia . Brana^e,  Ind. . Auc.  28-26 . £.  H.  8weeney 

Paris . ClarkariUe,  Tex. . Auc.  26-28 . J.  H.  Anthony 

Waahincton . 8t.  Inicoca,  Md . Auc.  80-Scpt.  6 . R.  F.  Coates 

Fori  Smith . Na  LitUe  Rock.  Ark . Auc.  8i-8epA  4 . J.  h.  Bryan 

Badalia . Carthacs.  Mo. . Auc.  81-8eitt.  4 . E.  ii.  McAlliatcr 

Lake  Ci^. . . . '. . Rich  Bprincs.  Fla . Sept.  22-26 . J.  R.  Patterson 

Now  York . Montclair,  N.  3 . S^t.  27-29 . M.  A.  Diompson 

Phlladalphia . Cape  May,  N.  3 . Oct.  4-  6 . W.  C.  IlMmpaon 

Baliabury . Salisbury,  Md. . Oct.  11-18 . J.  B.  A.  Johns 

Wilmincton . .WOmincton,  Del . Oct.  18-20 . T.  H.  Woodly 

Boston . Cambrldce,  Md. . Oct.  86-27 . J.  W.  Jefferson 


LAGRANGE 

The  fifty-second  session  of  the  Lagrange 
District  Conference,  which  met  in  Zebulon, 
Ga.,  August  7,  was  made  history. 

This  Conference  began  with  the  assem¬ 
bling  of  its  members,  friends,  and  delegates 
to  hear  the  introductory  sermon  preached  by 
the  Rev.  J.  T.  Bradley,  which  was  preached 
to  the  delight  of  all  his  hearers  with  point 
and  power. 

Thursday  morning  the  Conference  was 
opened  with  the  administration  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  by  the  district  superintendent.  Rev. 
J.  B.  Maddux,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Pinkney  and  C.  W.  Prothro.  This  Confer¬ 
ence  was  well  attended  from  the  beginning 
to  the  close,  with  pastors,  delegates,  and 
friends.  All  the  pastors  were  present  except 
one.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  most  pas¬ 
sionate  service  the  Conference  was  organised. 
C.  W.  Prothro  was  elected  secretary;  as¬ 
sistants,  the  Revs.  A.  L.  Smith  and  T.  A. 
South;  statisticians,  A.  H.  Jamerson  and 
Mrs.  Wm.  Bankston.  A  district  Bpworth 
League  was  organised  by  electing  Bro.  T.  J. 
McClendon,  president;  N.  W.  Johnson,  first 
vice-president;  Miss  Ada  Lovejoy,  second 
vice-president;  Mrs.  Lillian  Booy,  third  vice- 
president;  Miss  Alice  Tucker,  fourth  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  Lula  Ogletree,  corresponding 
secretary;  and  Mr,  Wm.  Lee,  treasurer. 

All  reports  showed  that  attention  had  been 
given  to  all  the  departments  of  the  church 
work,  both  on  the  part  of  the  pastor  and 
presidents  of  the  various  auxiliaries  of  the 
church.  Dr.  M.  S.  Davage,  president  of 
Clark  University,  was  present  during  the 
session  and  spoke  most  enthusiastically, 
touching  the  needs  of  both  the  church  and 
our  school,  Clark  University,  stressing  the 
immediate  needs.  At  the  conclusion  of  this 
strong  appeal  the  following  amounts  were 
given  to  be  credited  to  the  quota  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  charges:  South  Lagrange,  $1;  Colloden, 
^1;  Warren  Temple,  $2;  Whitesvllle,  $8;  La- 
.grange  circuit,  Zebulon,  $6;  Greenville 
and  Stovall,  $6;  Hill,  $7;  West  Point,  $9; 
Columbus,  $11;  total,  $60.  They  promised  to 
stand  by  the  cause  and  try  to  raise  the  re¬ 
quired  quota. 

The  following  visitors  bore  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  greeting:  the  Rev.  Inman,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Grant,  and  Dr.  A.  M.  Wilkins,  also  from 
Griffin,  who  delivered  a  most  thrilling  mes¬ 
sage  on  “The  Rapid  Age  and  Its  Demands 
Upon  the  People”;  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Kimball, 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Barnes- 
viUe;  also  the  Rev.  B.  B.  Martin,  of  the 
Colored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  the 
Rev.  J.  S.  Trailkill,  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  South,  of  Zebulon,  frequently 
visited  the  sessions  and  preached  to  the  Con¬ 
ference,  using  for  a  text,  Mark  4.  86.  At 
the  berinning  of  this  powerful  messa^  he 
gripped  his  audience  and  they  followed  him 
all  the  way. 

The  fcdlowing  persons  also  preached  dur¬ 
ing  the  session:  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Pinkney,  the 
Rev.  A.  H.  Jamerson,  and  from  the  local 
rank  Bro.  Henry  Towns.  All  the  messages 
were  well  prepared  and  delivered. 

The  Rev.  T.  D.  Freeman  was  recommended 
to  the  Annual  Conference  for  admission  on 
itial,  wbo  came  to  the  Conference  well  rec- 
'btninended  from  Gammon  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary. 


The  pastor.  Rev.  F.  R.  Bridges,  whose 
health  was  thought  to  have  been  gone,  was 
left  without  an  appointment  at  the  last  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  but  recuperated  so  rapidly 
that  when  this  charge  became  vacant  by 
transfer  he  was  sent  there  to  care  for  the 
work,  and  he  has  pushed  every  phase  of  the 
work  to  success.  He  and  his  good  people 
were  not  lacking  in  any  way  in  preparation 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  Conference, 
either  in  home  or  church,  for  both  parsonage 
and  church  had  been  covered  and  tne  church 
richly  embellished  from  the  interior. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  ^ven  to  the 
pastor,  wife,  and  his  loval  members  for  the 
royal  way  in  which  they  entertained  the 
Conference. 

The  Conference  adjourned  to  hold  its  next 
meeting  at  Cannon  Chapel,  West  Point,  Ga. 
— C.  W.  Prothro,  Reporter. 

MARSHALL 

The  Marshall  District  Conference  cmivened 
at  Dangerfield,  Texas,  as  programmed  on  Au- 
rast  3,  1927,  with  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Holden, 
district  superintendent,  presiding.  He 
preached  the  opening  sermon  at  9  A.  M., 
and  it  was  indeed  a  great  message,  after 
which  the  District  Conference  organised  and 
the  business  was  taken  up.  The  afternoon 
session  was  given  over  to  business  of  the 
Sunday  school,  with  Prof.  S.  S.  Reid  pre¬ 
siding.  Subjects  for  the  occasion  were  dis¬ 
cussed  and  were  very  timely  and  instructive. 
At  8  P.  M.  wdcome  was  extended  by  the 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  of  Dangerfield;  on  behalf  of  the  col¬ 
ored  churches,  the  Rev.  Austin,  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  and  for  tbe  membership  of  our 
church  and  pastor,  Mrs.  Hughes.  Response 
was  made  by  the  Rev.  J.  O.  Williams.  The 
Rev.  E.  W.  Kelley,  of  Galveston,  Texas,  de¬ 
livered  a  very  impressive  and  well-prepared 
sermon  on  “Pure  JReligion.”  The  afternoon 
of  the  second  day  was  taken  up  by  the  Ep- 
worth  Leame,  Prof.  H.  B.  Pemberton  pre¬ 
siding,  and  the  discussion  was  up-to-date 
and  very  instructive.  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  and  Ladies’  Aid  Societies  each 
had  good  meetings,  Mrs.  Hants  Reesemon 
and  Mrs.  William  Hughes  presiding  re¬ 
spectively.  All  pastors  of  the  district  were 
present.  The  district  superintendent  preached 
very  acceptably  on  Sunday  from  Heb.  6.  18; 
a  solo  was  rendered  by  Miss  Hatten,  “If  I 
Don’t  Get  There.”  The  following  pastors 
preached  strong  sermons  daring  the  Confer¬ 
ence:  the  Revs.  Scott,  Lamb,  Luster,  and 
C.  M.  Luster,  local  preacher.  Prof.  R.  E. 
Brown,  of  Shreveport,  La.,  delivered  a  strong 
address  on  Wiley  Night,  in  favor  of  the  en¬ 
dowment.  Collertion  for  same  was  not  what 
it  should  have  been. 

The  Rev.  Belcher  and  wife  and  two  mem¬ 
bers  In  the  town  of  Dangerfield,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  other  part  of  the  circuit, 
spared  no  pains  in  caring  for  the  Conference 
and  to  make  our  stay  a  pleasant  one,  as  did 
our  Baptist  and  Christian  members.  Too 
much  cannot  be  said  relative  to  the  Rev. 
Belcher’s  work  at  Danmrfield.  In  some  way 
during  this  financial  depression  he  has  re¬ 
built  our  church  and  made  it  possible  for 
the  entertaining  of  the  Conference.  Our  Con¬ 
ference  made  a  greater  impression  on  the 
people  for  good  than  any  other  gathering 


ever  held  by  any  colored  people. — M.  Q.  A. 
Fuller,  Reporter. 

NAVASOTA  DISTRICT 

The  District  Conference,  Sunday  school, 
Epworth  League,  Ladies’  Aid,  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society,  Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  convention  of  the  Nava- 
sota  District,  Texas  Conference,  convened  at 
Bethlehem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Hempstead,  Texas,  July  19-24,  1927,  the  Rev. 
A.  J.  Newton,  district  superintendent,  pre¬ 
siding.  The  Conference  was  opened  at  9.80, 
Tuesday  morning,  by  devotional  services, 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Johnson,  and 
was  followed  by  the  administration  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper. 

The  Conference  was  organised  as  follows: 
the  Rev.  H.  J.  Johnson,  secretary,  and  Misses 
Cooper  and  Henry  as  assistants;  the  Rev. 
Chas.  Wofford,  treasurer;  the  writer,  re¬ 
porter  to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate.  The  morning  message  by  the  district 
superintendent  was  instructive  and  inspiring; 
subject,  “Hold  Up  Your  Own  Corner.” 

Dr.  £.  M.  Jones  was  present  and  gave  an 
interesting  lecture  on  Pensions  and  Reiief, 
and  succeeded  in  raising  $28.60  for  same. 
The  Rev.  Fortson  came  later  and  also  made 
a  strong  plea  for  the  same  cause.  Reports 
from  pastors,  local  preachers,  district  stew¬ 
ards,  class  leaders,  Sunday-school  superin¬ 
tendent,  and  Epworth  League  president 
showed  that  the  interests  of  the  Kingdom 
are  being  well  cared  for.  The  welcome  ad¬ 
dress  was  delivered  by  Mrs.  Banks,  of  Prairie 
View  College;  response  by  the  Rev.  E.  F. 
Jackson,  of  Navasota.  Both  were  master¬ 
pieces  in  well-chosen  words.  The  Woman’s 
Heune  Missionary  Society,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Mrs.  M.  B.  Blacknell,  and  the  Ladies’ 
Aid,  under  Mrs.  E.  P.  Jones,  made  excellent 
reports.  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,  presided  over  by  Mrs.  E.  A.  Brown, 
although  in  its  incipiency,  has  made  won¬ 
derful  progress  in  a  short  time.  The  candle¬ 
light  service  on  Friday  evening,  conducted 
by  the  president,  were  beautifuUy  rendered. 
Miss  G.  M.  Loudd  was  re-elected  president 
of  the  Epworth  Learae,  and  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Washington,  district  Iwnday-school  superin¬ 
tendent,  departed  from  the  old-time,  worn- 
out  method  of  reading  papers  and  discussing 
roblems  that  often  don’t  exist,  and  intro- 
uced  a  practical  program  of  real  class  work 
demonstration.  It  was  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  following  took  active  part  in  the  work: 
the  Rev.  P.  Edwards,  Misses  L.  B.  Arm- 
brister,  I.  M.  CMbert,  Mrs.  B.  C.  Jackson, 
Mrs.  P.  C.  Stripling,  Mrs.  W.  L.  McDonald, 
and  the  Rev.  Carter.  The  following  distin¬ 
guished  visitors  were  with  us:  Dr.  E.  M. 
Jones,  Dr.  M.  W.  Dogan,  Dr.  J.  S.  Scott,  J. 
W.  Gilder,  C.  H.  Pemilton,  R.  B.  Reid,  F. 
D.  Mayes,  L.  B.  Allen,  T.  S.  Pryor,  W.  H. 
Hightower,  Sommers,  J.  O.  Williams,  Geo. 
Belcher,  A.  F.  Johnson,  J.  H.  Anthony,  Car¬ 
ter,  Mischeaux,  Prof.  Sanders,  and  others. 
These  persons,  rich  in  experience  and  wis¬ 
dom,  royally  entertained  at  each  opportu¬ 
nity  given  them.  Most  edifying  sermons  were 
preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Stripling,  E.  F. 
Jackson,  Chas.  Wofford,  T.  S.  Pryor  (visi¬ 
tor),  A.  A.  Frank,  J.  W.  Gilder  (visitor), 
the  Rev.  Sommers,  W.  L.  McDonald.  The 
Rev.  Gilder,  upon  request,  sang  to  the  de¬ 
light  of  all  “Sweeter  as  the  Years  Go  By” 
and  “The  Old  Rugged  Cross.”  A  most  help¬ 
ful  address  was  ^ven  the  Epworth  League 
Department  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Scott,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Houston  District.  Dr. 
Dogan  presented  the  cause  of  Wiley  Endow¬ 
ment  on  Friday  night,  and  spoke  in  high 
terms  of  the  educational  work  at  Wiley  and 
the  needs  of  the  school.  He  made  a  pro¬ 
found  impression  on  all  who  heard  him.  The 
sum  of  $200  was  laid  on  the  table  for  Wiley. 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Carr,  corresponding  secretary 
of  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Texas  .  Conference,  was  also  present 
and  made  an  address  to  that  organisation. 

The  Rev.  S.  W.  Johnson  preached  at  the 
11  o’clock  hour  on  Sunday,  and  the  sermon 
was  a  spiritual  feast  in  itself.  The  one 
outstanding  feature  of  the  Conference  was 
the  spiritual  side.  Truly,  this  was  looked 
after.  The  singing  was  of  unusual  fervor 
and  grace,  led  by  Bro.  W.  M.  Bumpus.  One 
united  with  the  church. 

The  Sunday  school,  Epworth  League,  and 
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IpEpworth  League  Institute 
Dates 

1927  SBASON 

Aug.  22-28 — AUanta,  Clark  University,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga. 

Aug.  22-28— Tennessee  Conference,  Walden 
College,  Nashville^  Tenn. 

Aug.  28-28 — Chicago  District,  Lexlngtmi 
Conference,  Gary,  Ind. 

Jiuior  League  were  separated  from  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference,  and  will  hold  meetings  each 
year  at  a  separate  place  and  different  time 
from  the  District  Conference  . 

The  Rev.  W.  L.  McDonald,  of  Anderson, 
was  elected  as  ministerial  delegate  to  the 
Area  Council,  and  Miss  L.  B.  Cooper,  of 
Brenham,  Texas,  was  elected  as  lay  delegate. 

The  Rev.  A.  J.  Newton,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  holding  his  first  District  Conference, 
presided  in  a  brotherly  yet  firm  manner.  To¬ 
tal  amount  raised  during  Conference, 
$2,018.40.  The  Rev.  A.  V.  Harrison  and  his 
good  people,  together  with  the  other  de¬ 
nominations,  deserve  much  credit  for  the 
splendid  way  in  which  they  cared  for  the 
Conference.  After  the  reading  of  resolutions 
on  Sunday  night,  the  Conference  adjourned 
to  meet  next  year  at  Madisonville,  Texas. — 
Lizzie  B.  Armbrister,  Reporter, 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

The  fifteenth  annual  session  of  the  New 
Orleans  District  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  convened  in  the  beautiful 
and  spacious  Thirkield  Church,  Bogalusa, 
La.,  of  which  the  Rev.  Richmond  Brown  is 
the  popular  and  energetic  pastor,  and  the 
Rev.  M.  R.  Walker  the  successful  district 
superintendent,  July  20-24.  Devotional  exer¬ 
cises  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  D.  G.  Tay¬ 
lor,  which  began  by  singing  the*  old  Confer¬ 
ence  hvmn  of  Methodism,  “And  Are  We  Yet 
Alive  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  T. 

R.  Albert,  aRer  which  everyone  present  tes¬ 
tified  in  old-fashjoned  speaking  meeting. 
Die  spiritual  tide  ran  high  as  the  Conference 

lurried  on  that  mountain  top.  The  Lord’s 
V^per  was  administered  by  the  Rev.  M.  R. 
Walker,  assisted  by  the  Revs.  Baptiste, 
Dinon,  and  Corten,  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Revs.  Lang  and 
Johnson,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  Conference  was  organized  with  the  Rev. 
W.  C.  Haywood,  secretary;  the  Rev.  S.  C. 
Williams,  statistician;  the  Rev.  Richmond 
Brown,  treasurer;  the  Rev.  T.  R.  Albert,  re¬ 
porter  to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate,  and  Prof.  A.  D.  Posey,  reporter  to  the 
secular  papers.  “Raising  the  Religious 
Standard  of  the  Young  People”  was  ably 
^scussed  by  Deaconess  Gaither,  the  Revs. 
Turner,  Wells,  Stanley,  Taylor,  and  others. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  home  was  responsible 
for  the  low  standard  of  the  young  people, 
snd  parents  were  urged  to  remedy  this  con¬ 
dition.  Profound  sermons  were  delivered  by 
the  Revs.  T.  R.  Wallace,  S.  C.  Williams,  W. 

S.  Chinn,^  C.  W.  Reeves,  and  A.  Robinson. 
All  who  listened  to  the  powerful  and  stirring 
sermon  of  Dr.  L.  H.  King  went  away  ex¬ 
claiming,  “Did  not  our  hearts  burn  within 
M  as  we  listened  while  he  talked  with  us  by 
the  way !”  Reports  showed  that  everyone 
WM  on  the  job  doing  his  part  to  keep  Meth- 
cdism  in  its  rightful  place  in  the  world. 

The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
played  its  part  in  making  the  Conference  a 
Wccess  with  a  very  interesting  program  un- 
w  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Amelia  Turner, 
inference  president.  Deaconess  Jones  and 
wither  showed  the  worth  of  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  During  the  last  six  years 
jhe  New  Orleans  District  has  progressed  in 
•caps  and  bounds,  spiritually,  financially, 
»Jd  numerically  under  the  splendid  leadership 
the  Rev.  M.  R.  Walker,  district  suporin- 
jttdent.  His  message  on  Sunday  morning 
but  a  climax  of  six  years’  laborious  work, 
^  it  might  well  be  said  again,  “Thou  hast 

twt  the  best  for  last,”  for  truly  his  message 
a  masterpiece.  General  Conference 
it  prevailed  throughout  the  session.  The 
•  A.  W.  M.  Obee  brought  fraternal  greet- 
•8  from  the  Baton  Rouge  District  Confer- 
®ce.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  the  ' 


pastor,  members,  and  good  people  of  Boga¬ 
lusa  for  the  fine  way  in  wmch  they  enter¬ 
tained  the  Conference.  Tbis  session  was 
closed  to  meet  in  Phillips  Memorial  Mel¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  New  Orleans,  1928. 
— T.  R.  Albert,  Reporter. 

OCALA 

The  thirty-fourth  annual  session  of  the 
Ocala  District  Conference  convened  at  Mount 
Moriah  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  28- 
26,  1927,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  Rev.  F.  E.  Welch.  The 
foUowing  oflBcers  were  elected:  Miss  E.  S. 
Daniels,  secretary;  Prof.  S.  E.  Kelley,  as¬ 
sistant;  Mrs.  Sarah  Bell,  treasurer;  Prof.  A. 
C.  Kelley,  assistant;  Miss  Bertha  May  John¬ 
son,  statistician;  Miss  Leona  'Matthews,  as¬ 
sistant;  Mrs.  M.  M.  Gordon,  reporter  to  the 
papers;  Miss  Rubie  Manns,  assistant;  Rev. 
J.  W.  Robinson,  postman.  Dr.  D.  S.  Selmore 
and  Dr.  S.  B.  Wilson,  of  the  Gainesville  Dis¬ 
trict,  made  short  talks  in  behalf  of  the  con¬ 
vention.  Mrs.  C.  E.  Green,  the  fraternal  dele¬ 
gate  from  the  Gainesville  District,  was  also 
intrc^uced.  The  Rev.  P.  R.  Dukes  preached 
at  night  from  2  Thess.  5.  10,  and  our  hearts 
were  made  to  rejoice.  Collection  to  the 
amount  of  $6.06  was  taken. 

On  Friday  morning  the  Lord’s  Supper  was 
administered  by  the  district  superintendent. 
Rev.  F.  E.  Welch,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  D. 
S.  Selmore,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Gainesville  District,  and  pastors.  Forty-six 
communed.  The  roll  of  pastors  was  called, 
and  all  responded  by  paying  their  dues ;  the 
roll  of  delegates,  Sunday-school  superintend¬ 
ents,  Epworth  League  presidents,  was  called, 
and  all  responded.  The  annual  address  was 
made  by  the  district  superintendent,  and  he 
also  rendered  an  excellent  report.  Many  of 
the  pastors  responded  to  the  annual  address 
of  the  district  superintendent,  and  it  was 
voted  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  spread  on 
the  face  of  the  minutes. 

The  fraternal  delegate  brought  greetings 
from  the  Gainesville  District  in  the  person 
of  Mrs.  C.  E.  Green,  who  spoke  out  of  the 
fullness  of  her  heart,  and  showed  that  much 
good  work  had  been  accomplished  on  her  dis¬ 
trict.  At  the  evening  session  the  Rev.  R.  H. 
Dubose  presented  the  Rev.  M.  E.  Rook,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
who  represented  the  mayor  of  the  city.  The 
Rev.  H.  W.  Bartley  gave  some  timely  re¬ 
marks  in  his  usual  cheerful  manner.  On 
Saturday  morning  Prof.  G.  W.  Perkins, 
principal  of  the  high  school  at  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  Fla.,  addressed  the  convention  qn  his 
candidacy  for  re»election  as  lay  delegate  to 
the  General  Conference.  At  the  request  of 
the  district  superintendent,  a  place  for  the 
next  convention  was  discussed.  The  Rev.  G. 
M.  Hurst  named  Reddick,  Fla.,  which  was 
approved.  The  Rev.  Scott,  of  Ocala,  gave  us 
some  words  of  encouragement.  At  the  eve¬ 
ning  session  the  Rev.  Welch  presented  the 
speaker  of  the  hour.  Rev.  J.  H.  Harrington, 
who  preached  an  inspiring  sermon.  On  Sun¬ 
day,  the  Sunday  school  was  conducted  by  the 
Hev.  J.  F.  Sanchez.  Collection,  $3.06.  At 
10  A.  M.  love  feast  was  held;  at  11.30  A.  M. 
the  Rev.  J.  E.  A.  Keeler  preached  an  able 
sermon  from  Eph.  1.  13.  Mrs.  M.  M.  Gordon 
and  Mrs.  H.  'W.  Bartley  lifted  the  offering 
to  the  amount  of  $20.60.  At  night  the  Rev. 
Welch  introduced  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Hurst,  who 
preached  an  able  sermon  from  Gen.  12.  7. 
Mrs.  M.  Paul  and  Mrs.  E.  Williams  received 
the  offering  to  the  amount  of  $26.06.  After 
the  remainder  of  the  reports  had  been  heard,  i 
benediction  was  given  by  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Wil-  < 
liams.  Total  amount  received  during  the  ] 
session,  $226.46. — Reporter.  i 
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SHREVEPORT 

At  10  o’clock  sharp,  Wednesday  morning, 
July  27,  in  spite  of  threatening  clouds  and  a 
brief  shower  of  rain.  Dr,  J.  Dj  David,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Shreveport  District, 
opened  his  District  Conference  in  the  Fairfield 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  is  his  habit 
of  doing  things.  ' 

Dr.  G.  W.  Alston  led  the  devotionals,  as¬ 
sisted  by  the  Revs.  A.  B.  Venerable  and  W. 
A.  Hilton.  The  morning  message  was  de¬ 
livered  by  Dr.  Alston,  and  the  testimonial 
meeting  immediately  following  it  raised  a 
splrituri  fervor  that  is  having  Its  effect  to 
this  hour.  A  great  District  Conference,  long 


to  be  remembered.  Every  preswher  who  had 
been  assigned  to  deliver  the  morning  or  the 
noonday  message,  got  up  preaching,  and  quit 
while  his  audience  Kept  calling  for  more. 

The  sacrament  was  administered  to  fifty 
persons  from  the  hands  of  Dr.  J,  D.  Daviil, 
assisted  by  Drs.  J.  M,  Price,  W.  G.  Alston, 
and  the  Rev.  T.  A.  Bailey,  pastor  of  Fair- 
field  church. 

Dr.  Davis  organized,  the  Conference  for  its 
business  sessions  by  electing  J.  C.  Calvin,  sec¬ 
retary;  Mrs.  Ella  D.  Sanders,  statistical  sec¬ 
retary;  Rev.  T.  A.  Bailey,  treasurer;  Rev. 
Wm.  Robinson,  Conference  postman;  Rev. 
R.  J.  Johnson,  representative  for  the  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate;  Prof,  R.  E. 
Brown,  reporter  to  the  daily  papers. 

Addresses  to  the  Conference  were  delivered 
by  the  following:  Dr,  B,  J.  Reddix,  district 
superintendent  Baton  Rouge  District;  the 
Revs.  J.  A.  Williams,  A.  Booker,  W.  H. 
Whaley,  Dr.  W.  S.  Chinn.  Morning  messages 
were  delivered  by  Dr.  J.  W.  M.  Price,  the 
Revs,  H.  W.  Gray,  O.  J.  Harvey.  Noonday 
messages  were  delivered  by  the  Revs.  W.  M. 
Robinson,  W.  Snow,  John  McKee,  W.  A.  Hil¬ 
ton.  Ten  minutes  each  day  were  given  over 
to  a  discussion  of  Disciplinary  usages,  ritual¬ 
istic  messages,  and  other  policies  of  the  church 
which  Methodists  ought  to  know.  Sermons 
were  preached  by  the  Revs.  C.  C.  Smith  and 
I.  B.  Henderson.  Dr.  W.  J.  M.  Price  rep¬ 
resented  the  Board  of  Pensions  in  the  absence 
of  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones.  The  missionary  sermon 
was  very  acceptably  delivered  by  the  Rev.. 
A.  Robinson.  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  held  its  annual  session  on  the 
evening  of  the  third  day,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Day, 
presiding.  The  meeting  was  replete  with  in¬ 
spirational  reports  of  good  work  done  on  the 
district. 

Friday  night  Was  educational  night.  Ad¬ 
dresses  were  delivered  by  Prof,  J.  W.  Red¬ 
dix,  a  graduate  of  New  Orleans  College.  In 
the  absence  of  Dean  Hayes,  Prof,  R.  E. 
Brown  was  cadled  upon  to  serve  in  his  stead. 
Dr.  Kriege,  president  of  New  Orleans  Col¬ 
lege,  delivered  an  inspirational  address  dur- 
ini^the  Conference. 

The  district  superintendent’s  message  was 
something  out  of  the  ordinary,  for  instead  of 
making  the  usual  reports  of  tne  work  done  on 
the  district,  he  delivered  one  of  the  best  spirit¬ 
ualized  addresses  on  the  subject,  “Co-oper¬ 
ation”  that  we  have  ever  heard.  It  turned  out 
fo  be  the  keyword  of  the  Conference.  The 
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amonnt  of  money  raised  from  all  sources  was 
$A18.0O.  Dr.  W.  S.  Chinn  gave  an  illustrated 
sermon  Saturday  night  that  will  long  be  re¬ 
membered  by  those  who  could  get  in  the 
church  to  hear  it.  The  Conference  will  meet 
next  year  at  Vanceville,  La.  Thus  closed  the 
greatrat  District  Conference  in  the  history  of 
the  district. — R.  E.  Brown,  Reporter. 

Obituaries 

ANDREWS — On  June  14,  Sister  Selena  An¬ 
drews  answered  the  roll  call.  She  was  a 
loyal  wife  and  loving  mother,  a  loyal  and 
faithful  member  of  Tliomson  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  New  Orleans.  Sister  Andrews 
was  treasurer  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  of  our  church,  and  she  will  be 
greatly  missra  among  us.  She  leaves  to 
mourn  her  death,  husband,  son,  sisters,  and 
many  relatives  and  friends.  She  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Ladies  of  Independence  Society. 
The  funeral  was  conducted,  by  her  pastor, 
the  Rev.  W.  H.  Lang,  assisted  by  the  Revs. 
Garrison  and  Taylor,  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  our  own  loc^  preacher,  W.  M.  Isadore. 
— Sister  L.  Isadore,  Reporter. , 

CAMPBELL— Bro.  Walter  W.  Campbell 
passed  peacefully  from  labor  to '  reward  on 
June  4,  1927,  at  Gadsden,  Ala.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Sweet  Home  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  for  twenty-six  years,  a  member 
of  the  trustee  and  steward  board,  and  the 
building  committee  during  the  erection  of 
our  church.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
choir  and  class  leader  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor. 
Rev.  Chas.  Coleman,  assisted  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  ministers:  the  Revs.  M.  w.  Talley  and 

C.  N.  Reed,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  Dr. 
Haden,  of  the  African  Methodist*  Episcopal 
Church;  Dr.  Howard,  of  the  Colored  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Dr.  Hughes,  white, 
for  whom  Bro.  Camid>ell  worked  for  twenty- 
eight  years,  was  present  and  spoke  words 
of  commendation.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his 
passing  a  wife,  one  brother  a  number  of 
relatives  and  friends. — Mrs.  Anna  Means, 
Reporter. 

DAMPEER — Sister  Lille  Cooper  Dampeer 
was  born  December  3,  1891,  and  died  May  20, 
1927.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jerry  and 
Louisa  Cooper.  At  an  early  age  she  was  con¬ 
verted  to  Christ  in  the  Christian  faith  and 
joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
1922  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Jim  Dampeer, 
and  after  a  long  illness  was  called  from  labor 
to  reward.  She  leaves  husband,  mother,  two 
sisters,  three  brothers,  and  a  host  of  friends 
to  mourn  her  passing.  The  remsiins  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Mmer  Springs  Cemetery. 
The  following  took  part  in  the  funeral  serv¬ 
ices:  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Watson,  of  the  Baptist 
Church;  Bro.  B.  J.  Crisler,  Bro.  W.  J.  Price, 
Sister  M.  M.  Ford,  and  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Thomp¬ 
son  preached  the  funeral,  assisted  by  the 
pastor,  J.  H.  Easter. — Reporter. 

THOMPSON— Priscilla  Thompson,  of  Bude, 
Miss.,  departed  this  life  February  8,  1927. 
She  was  a  faithful  mem/ber  of  Thirkield 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
lived  a  Christian  life  full  of  good  works. 
She  was  president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid,  a 
member  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society,  Eastern  Star,  Christian  Friend,  and 
also  a  great  worker  for  God  and  His  church. 
She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing  a  husband, 
two  adopted  children,  four  sisters,  and  a 
host  of  friends.  The  funeral  was  conducted 
by  the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  W.  James. — Pinkie 
Jones,  Reporter. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

I  take  this  method  to  express  my  heartfelt 
thanks  and  gratitude  to  the  committee  who 
gave  the  pastor  a.  nice  suit  for  the  conference. 
The  committee  consisted  of  G.  C.  Miller,  Chr., 
F.  Rimmer,  Maud  Brown,  Joe  Ella  Coraer  of 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Cnurch, 
Clara  Sumner  and  M.  J.  Rimmer.  May  the 
blessings  of  God  remain  with  them. — Rev.  D. 

D.  Shelly,  pastor,  Clarksdale,  Miss. 

I  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  King’s 
Daughters  and  Sons  of  St.  James  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  a  grand  surprise  given 
the  district  superintendent  and  wife.  We 
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pray  God’  blessing  upon  them  that  they  may 
live  long  and  do  many  good  things  to  help 
build  the  kingdom  of  God  upon  earth,  that 
many  be  saved  thereby.  Call  again.  Mrs. 
Virginia  Norman  is  president  of  the  auxiliary. 
— Mrs.  C.  Spears,  Monroe,  La. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  Dr.  B.  J. 
Reddix  and  his  son.  Prof.  M.  Reddix,  and 
the  Rev.  G.  W.  Sanders  and  wife,  for  their 
kindness  when  the  flood  waters  caused  us 
to  leave  our  parsonage  and  go  to  Baton 
Rouge,  I.A.,  on  May  24.  Our  district  super¬ 
intendent,  B.  J.  Reddix,  was  on  the  watch 
for  his  men  with  his  car  and  carried  my 
wife  and  me  to  a  place  of  safety  in  another 
parsonage.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  Rev. 
Reddix,  our  last  resort  would  have  been  to 
go  into  the  camps.  Now  we  have  returned 
to  our  work  at  Lottie.  May  the  blessings 
of  God  forever  remain  on  his  work  and  give 
him  long  life  that  he  may  go  on  serving  the 
needs  of  his  people,  and  may  his  strenuous 
efforts  be  crowned  with  success. — J.  D.  H. 
Frasier,  Lottie,  La. 

Special  Notice 

To  the  Pastors,  OfBcers,  and  Laymen  of 
the  Hattiesburg  IHstrict:  Since  the  meeting 
of  the  last  District  Conference  I  am  prepar¬ 
ing  to  visit  each  charse  for  the  purpose  of 
organising  a  local  brotherhood.  Now,  breth¬ 
ren,  I  hope  to  get  in  touch  with  you  regard¬ 
ing  this  important  work.  Please  communi¬ 


cate  with  me  or  E.  A.  Chapman  immediately. 

I  wish  also  to  state  that  the  district  con¬ 
vention  of  the  Epworth  League,  Sunday 
school.  Ladies’  Aid,  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society,  and  Young  People’s  Society  will 
convene  at  George  Chapel  Church,  October 
6-9,  Pachuta,  Miss.  Let  each  get  ready  at 
once  without  delay.  For  further  information 
write  J.  McCree,  pastor;  E.  A.  Chapman, 
vice-president,  or  G.  W.  Hough,  president, 
906  South  Eighth  Street,  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Crescent  City  Note 

Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Churchr— 
Friday  night,  August  12,  was  a  most  enjoy¬ 
able  one  for  the  members  of  Mt.  Zion.  The 
feature  of  the  evening  was  a  womanless  wed¬ 
ding,  presented  by  Capt.  S.  M.  Brown.  Be¬ 
fore  the  ceremony  a  program  was  rendered. 
The  bride  was  a  picture  of  youth  and  was 
attended  by  a  group  of  young  maids  in  dainty 
summery  frocks.  The  groom  and  his  at¬ 
tendants  in  dark  suits  added  color  to  the 
gathering.  Sunday  morning  prayer  meeting 
was  largely  attended  and  the  spiritual  tide 
high.  At  11  o’clock  the  sermon  by  the  Re^- 
F.  W.  Brown  cheered  our  hearts.  Two  cM- 
dren  were  baptised  at  the  altar.  At  7.80  P.  Mj 
communion  was  administered.  Monday  nigfl 
August  16,  Capt.  V.  Montgomery  present® 
the  rag  doll  concert.  The  program  was  fln«* 
and  the  drama  amusing,  which  made  it  > 
great  success. — Reporter. 
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100  Million  Dollars  Represented 
at  Business  League  Meeting 

By  J.  A.  Jackson 

Btaf  Correspondent  for  The  Associated  Negro  Press 


WHEN  Dr.  Robert  Russa  Moton,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Negro  Business 
League,  assemUed  in  the  twenty- 
eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  organisation,  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Wednesday  morning,  Au- 
mst  10,  received  from  Pearl  Abernathy,  presi¬ 
dent  oi  the  St.  Louis  local  body,  the  gavel. 
Indicating  that  the  meeting  then  passed 
into  the  hands  at  the  national  official  staff, 
there  was  represented  in  the  Maccabees  Hall 
more  than  a  hundred  million  dollars  of  annual 
business. 

Over  three  hundred  business  men  and 
women  from  twenty-four  different  States,  and 
representing  forty-three  different  lines  of 
business  activity,  were  in  that  audience. 
Among  them  were  the  undlsputable  leaders  in 
a  number  of  lines.  The  whole  fabric  of  mod¬ 
ern  civiliaation  and  cultural  progress  could 
be  woven  from  a  cross  section  of  ^e  body. 

Perhaps  the  most  emphatic  confirmation  of 
the  serious  attitude  toward  the  work  before 
the  body  was  the  address  of  Anthony  Overton, 
presideht  of  the  Douglass  National  Bank  of 
Chicago,  who,  for  the  first  time,  made  public 
the  difficulties  incident  to  the  establismnent 
of  the  National  Bank  operated  by  our  people 
in  Chicago.  His  speech  was  devoid  of  verbal 
pyroteclmics,  but  was  intensely  interesting  by 
virtue  of  the  practical  information  conveyed. 

Some  of  the  troubles  for  Negro  business 
promoters  that  were  mentioned  in  his  address 
are  things  of  the  past,  if  the  disclosures  of 
the  speech  that  followed  may  be  accepted  as 
indicative  of  future  possibilities  based  upon 
present-day  facts  and  accomplishments.  H. 
C.  Mata^,  of  the  commercial  department  of 
the  Bluefield  Institute,  Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  re¬ 
ported  upon  the  success  of  a  most  unusual  ex¬ 
periment  in  educating  a  personnel  for  our 
coming  business  institutions.  He  heads  or  in¬ 
structs  a  group  of  students  who  own  and  ope¬ 
rate  a  co-operative  store  in  connection  with 
the  school  where  every  phase  of  the  business 
totalling  $70,000  per  year  is  conducted  by  the 
students  who  themselves  own  the  business 
through  the  purchase  of  stock  at  one  dollar 
per  share. 

Finance  dominated  the  session  for  that  day. 
A.  M.  Shearin,  general  manager  of  the  Fi¬ 
delity  and  Surety  Company,  of  Durham,  N. 
C.;  A.  C.  Macklin,  of  the  St.  Louis  Under¬ 
writers  Corporation;  and  Jesse  O.  Thomas,  of 
the  Natitmal  Urban  Learae,  contributed  pa¬ 
pers  upon  the  general  subject,  the  latter  em¬ 
phasizing  the  importance  of  the  underlying  in¬ 
dustrial  employment  situation  as  an  essential 
to  community  and  national  business  develop¬ 
ment. 

The  annual  address  of  the  president  was 
delivered  at  an  open  session  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion,  held  at  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church.  Two 
thousand  people  heard  the  ddivery  that  was 
received  with  thunderous  applause.  Attorney 
Homer  G.  PhUlips  introduced  the  national 
president  to  his  audience.  Vice-president 
John  Webb  presided.  A  musical  program  by 
a  local  choral  club  and  a  woman  violinist  di¬ 
versified  the  program.  The  league  was  wel¬ 
comed  to  the  city  by  a  representative  of  the 
governor’s  official  staff,  Mr.  Ingle. 

The  second  day’s  sessions  were  devoted  to 
discussions  of  business  management.  Walter 
S.  Burke,  of  the  United  States  Veterans’  Hos¬ 
pital,  Tuskegee,  and  J.  R.  E.  Lee,  business 
mana^r  of  tbe  Florida  A.  &  M.  College,  de¬ 
livered  addresses  upcxi  “Institutions.”  Don 
A.  Davis,  of  Hampton  Institute,  discussed 
“Building  and  Loan  Associations”;  R.  B. 
Hudson,  secretary  of  the  National  Baptist 
Convention,  a  resident  of  Selma,  Ala.,  pre¬ 
sented  a  pwer  upon  “Church  Business  Man¬ 
agement”;  J.  E.  Johnson,  of  the  Security  Life 
Insurance  Company,  of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  handled 
the  matter  of  “Insurance  Manamment”;  Ros- 
coe  Dunjee,  editor  of  the  Oldahoma  Black 
Dispatch,  treated  “Newspaper  Management”; 


and  C.  Benjamin  Curley,  an  efficiency  engineer 
of  New  York,  demonstrated  the  “Art  and 
Relation  of  Advertising  and  Selling.” 

Thursday  evening’s  session  induded  the 
report  of  the  vice-president->at-large,  Bert 

M.  Roddy,  of  Memphis,  who  made  public  an¬ 
nouncement  of  tbe  addition  of  five  thousand 
members  and  thirty  locals  organized  in  ten 
States  during  the  past  year. 

C.  C.  Spadding,  head  of  the  National  Ne¬ 
gro  Finance  Corporation,  a  practical  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  league,  also  reported  during 
the  Thursday  session. 

Mme.  Malone,  founder  of  Poro  College, 
spoke  at  the  same  session,  and  her  recital  of 
a  “Woman’s  Reactions  to  the  Business  of 
To-day”  created  a  profound  impression. 

During  the  session,  more  than  sixty  ad¬ 
dresses  were  delivered,  each  by  a  competent 
authority  upon  the  particular  business  activ¬ 
ity  under  consideration.  The  whole  range  of 
mercantile  and  financial  subjects  were  ^ven 
discussion  and  consideration. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  National  Negro 
Business  League  has  fostered  and  nourished 
into  independent  existence  a  number  of  spe¬ 
cialized  organizations,  each  now  functioning 
with  especial  interest  in  a  specific  line,  the 
parent  body  continues  to  grow  in  membership, 
interest,  and  importance. 

The  National  Medical  Association,  the 
National  Bar  Association,  National  Fair 
Officials’  Association,  the  National  Hair¬ 
dressers’  and  Barbers’  Association,  and  the 
National  Association  of  Undertakers  are  typ¬ 
ical  of  a  number  of  trade-line  bodies  that 
now  hold  distinct  conventions  in  separate  cit¬ 
ies,  but  whose  origin  is  attributable  to  the 
National  Negro  Business  Learae.  This  is  as 
has  always  been  contemplated  by  the  found¬ 
ers  of  the  league,  whose  aim  was  to  develop 
Negro  business  to  where  trade  bodies  could 
be  utilized  to  advantage.  Regardless  of  these 
offsprings  that  have  been  sent  into  the  busi¬ 
ness  life  of  the  land  for  themselves,  the 
league  growth  has  been  astounding.  The 
manifest  devotion  of  its  officers  is  disclosed 
when  one  states  that  less  than  twenty-four 
per  cent  were  absent  from  roll  calls  at  the 
St.  Louis  sessions. 

The  election  resulted  in  an  almost  unani¬ 
mous  retention  of  incumbents  in  office.  The 
roster  reads  as  follows: 

Robert  R.  Moton,  president,  Tuskegee  In¬ 
stitute,  Ala.;  J.  C.  Napier,  honorary  presi¬ 
dent,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Dr.  J.  R.  Levy,  sec¬ 
ond  vice-president,  Florence,  S.  C.;  John  L. 
Webb,  first  vice-president.  Hot  Springs,  Ark.; 
George  W.  Franklin,  third  vice-president, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  Mrs.  George  W.  Brown, 
fourth  vice-president,  Scranton,  Pa.;  A.  L. 
Lewis,  treasurer,  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Warren 
LoTOn,  auditor,  Tuskegee  Institute,  Ala.;  T. 
J.  Ferguson,  registrar,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  R. 
E.  Clay,  assistant  registrar,  Nashville,  Tenn.; 
Jesse  O.  Thomas,  transportation  commis¬ 
sioner,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  Albon  L.  Holsey,'  sec¬ 
retary,  Tuskegee  Institute,  Ala.;  Perry  W. 
Howard,  legal  advisor,  Washington,  D.  C.; 
Lester  A.  Walton,  publicity.  New  York  City; 
Bishop  W.  J.  Walls,  chaplain,  Charlotte, 

N.  C. 

An  unusual  newspaper  interest  was  mani¬ 
fested.  Melvin  Chisum,  of  the  Negro  Press 
Associaticm ;  Claude  A.  Barnett  and  J.  A. 
Jackson,  of  the  Associated  Negro  Press; 
Louis  A.  Lautier,  of  the  Washington  Tribune; 
J.  W.  Rice,  of  the  Dallas  (Texas)  Express; 
C.  F.  Richardson,  of  the  Houston  (Texas) 
Informer;  Roscoe  Dunjee,  of  the  OUahoma 
Black  Dispatch;  Lester  Walton,  of  the  New 
Work  World;  and  Miss  Delilah  Beasley,  of 
the  Oakland  (Cal.)  Tribune,  were  among  the 
press  representatives  who  fUed  daily  reports 
to  their  respective  publications  on  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  sessions.  These  were  In  addition 
to  the  local  papers,  the  St.  Louis  Argus  and 


the  Standard  News,  and  the  dailies  of  the 
city  that  carried  stories.  Henry  Lee  Moon, 
of  Tuskegee,  Ala.,  msdntained  the  relations 
with  tliie  press. 

The  local  organization  conducted  the  en¬ 
tertainment  of  the  organization  in  a  most 
effective  and  capable  manner.  President 
Abernathy  and  nis  secretary,  Mrs.  E.  S. 
Bailey,  with  their  staff,  rendered  most  ef¬ 
ficient  service  to  the  national  organization. 
Juanita  B.  Haley  was  in  charge  of  registra¬ 
tion,  and  she  brought  to  the  job  the  expert¬ 
ness  of  many  years  of  such  service  to  a  num¬ 
ber  of  conventions. 

Personal  and  General 

— We  anounce  here  a  change  in  the  date  of 
the  Lincoln  Annual  Conference,  which  is 
to  be  held  October  26,  instead  of  October  19. 

— The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  F.  Cook,  of  Eu- 
pora.  Miss.,  are  receiving  congratulations  on 
the  birth  of  a  nine-pound  baby  boy  on 
June  80,  1927. 

— We  record  here  the  death  of  the  Rev. 
N.  R.  Clay,  August  7,  1927,  at  Holly  Springs, 
Miss.  More  will  be  said  regarding  his  life 
in  a  later  issue. 

— ‘President  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  F.  Shaw,  of  Haven 
Teachers’  College,  spent  the  month  of  August 
in  the  State  of  California,  where  they  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  making  many  substantial  friends 
for  the  college.  The  doctor  is  now  on  the 
field  in  Mississippi,  in  an  intensive  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  interest  of  the  school,  which 
will  open  this  year  supported  by  the  con¬ 
stituency  as  never  before. 

— Among  the  rapid-growing  churches  of  the 
denomination  is  the  Higmand  Park  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
which  is  under  the  efficient  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  S.  W.  Bankhead  and  Mrs.  Bankhead, 
who  is  a  real  team  worker  with  her  hus¬ 
band.  Both  of  them  are  graduates  of  Rust 
College,  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  and  are  greatly 
loved  by  their  membership  and  community 
folk.  i 

Free  Tithing  Literature 

We  hereby  offer  free,  postage  paid,  to  any 
minister  or  church  worker  who  asks  for  the 
number  needed,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the 
pamphlet,  “Winning  Financial  Freedom,”  to 
furnish  one  copy  to  every  member  of  the  of¬ 
ficial  boards  of  his  church  and  to  the  presi¬ 
dents  and  secretaries  of  both  The  Woman’s 
Home  and  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Societies;  also,  a  reasonable  number  for  the 
more  influential  private  members.  Please  give 
your  denomination  and  mention  this  paper. 
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Church-Going 


IT  WOULD  be  a  richly  profitable  experience  for 
church-goers  occasionally  to  examine  the  motives 
which  prompt  them  to  church  attendance.  For  those 
not  accustomed  to  attend  it  would  likewise  be  profitable 
to  face,  in  an  honest-to-goodness  way,  the  reasons  why 
these  absent  themselves  from  that  custom  which  thousands 
attest  is  one  of  life’s  most  enriching  disciplines. 

These  thousands  who  attend  the  church  services  do 
so  primarily  not  for  the  making  and  strengthening  of 
human  friendships.  These  are  desirable,  to  be  sure.  And 
some  people  regard  this  as  the  chief  good  derived  from 
church  attendance.  Some  even  make  the  forming  of  in¬ 
fluential  friendships  their  main  motive  for  “joining”  the 
church.  True,  our  friends  are  among  our  greatest  pos¬ 
sessions.  And  the  church  services  afford  a  fine  at¬ 
mosphere  in  which  to  meet  and  make  our  friends  and 
friendships.  But  that  admission  is  far  from  justification 
as  the  good  to  be  derived  from  church-going. 

Others  attend  church,  impelled  thereto  by  filial  rever¬ 
ence  for  parental  custom  or  by  community  tradition.  Such 
observance  frequently  amounts  to  a  blind,  unreasoned 
loyalty.  Tender  regard  for  the  cherished  traditions  of 
the  parent  are  by  no  means  adequate,  though  valuable, 
incentives  to  genuine  piety  in  faith  or  conduct.  Similar 
surface  loyalty  is  given  an  impulse  by  “go-to-church” 
campaigns  that  have  become  popular  in  these  days  of 
high-pressure  mechanical  commercial  policies  of  “putting 
business  into  church  methods.  Such  stress  campaigns 
are  a  legitimate  aspect  of  methods,  but  must  not  be  con¬ 
fused  with  motive  in  church-going.  In  the  same  class 
must  be  regarded  those  whose  church-going  habits  are 
based  merely  upon  considerations  of  friendship  and  loy¬ 
alty  to  the  pastor.  All  of  these  values — the  strengthening 
of  friendships,  reverence  for  convention  and  tradition, 
response  to  the  appeals  of  pastoral  leadership — should 
certainly  dispose  us  to  go  to  the  church.  But  these 
cannot  be  the  major  motives,  the  determining  factors  in  * 
church  attendance. 

Nor  can  the  preaching — when  it  serves  primarily  as 
intellectual  entertainment — prove  an  adequate  motive. 
Erudite,  philosophical  disquisitions  are  better  suited  for 
the  cold,  emotionless  atmosphere  of  the  academic  lecture 
room  or  laboratory.  The  church  is  the  place  where 
thought  and  emotion  blend  into  moving  motives  that  ' 
shapes  will  and  conduct.  No  preacher  can  successfully 
build  the  kingdom  of  God  within  the  souls  of  men  and  in 
their  outer  contacts  by  the  process  of  reducing  his  church 
to  an  intellectual  clubhouse,  and  debasing  the  sacred  pul¬ 
pit  to  the  function  of  a  political  forum,  a  lecture  platform, 
or  a  seminar  in  belles-lettres  and  speculative  philosophy. 
Imagine  St.  Francis  or  the  Moravians  or  John  Knox 
or  p.  L.  Moody  or  the  great  Wesley,  with  Whitfield  and 
their  eager  followers,  urging  intellectual  entertainment 
as  the  motive  for  church-going.  It  was  because  Whit¬ 
field  did  not  allow  this  exaggerated  importance  to  the 
intellectual  aspect  of  his  preaching  that  the  intellectuals 

of  New  England  opposed  themselves  to  him  and  his  min¬ 
istry. 


Led  primarily  by  their  instinctive  passion  for  worship, 
men  rightly  and  chiefly  go  to  church  to  worship  God. 
Exposing  themselves  to  all  the  gracious  creative  influence 
of  the  sanctuary,  they  thereby  the  more  easily  vision 
In  the  white  light  of  the  vision  resplendent,  the 
spiritual  aspect  of  men’s  religious  experience  is  reinforced 
and  made  stronger.  Men  go  to  church  to  cultivate  no 
apologetic  for  their  faith  other  than  that  which  expresses 
itself  in  their  subjective  experience  of  the  presence  of 
God.  The  inpilectual  defense  of  Christianity  can  be 
wrought  out  in  the  seminars  and  laboratories  of  the 
schools,  church  schools  and  otherwise.  But  the  experi¬ 
mental  evidence  for  Christianity,  which  is  the  most  potent 
and  that  to  which  men  increasingly  are  giving  greater 
credence,  it  is  the  chief  function  of  the  church  service 
to  cultivate.  Men  go  to  church  to  behold  the  beauty 
of  the  Lord  and  to  inquire  in  His  temple  to  find  out  His 
will  and  His  way  that  they  may  walk  therein.  It  is 
the  passion  for  worship  that  leads  the  real  church-goer, 
the  true  worshiper,  to  wend  his  way  along  the  crowded 
avenues,  the  business  lanes,  the  neglected  alley-ways  of 
our  great  cities  to  the  house  of  God.  In  rural  district 
and  thinly  populaited  village  and  town,  the  travelers 
along  the  long,  monotonous  highways  and  the  humble 
streets  to  the  church  house  are  they  who  feel  the  need 
of  the  church  as  a  soul  stimulant  and  a  heart  comforter 
amid  the  fortunes  of  the  drab  surroundings  with  which 
the  world  hampers  and  handicaps  soul  growth  and  sat¬ 
isfactions. 

Contributing  to  the  ability  of  the  church  service  to 
meet  this  specific  spiritual  hunger  and  need  is  to  be  found 
the  Word,  read  and  expounded.  At  the  ample  altars 
of  the  church,  God  becomes  localized  to  the  worshiper. 
Silence  becomes  vocal  of  the  goodness  and  adequacy  of 
God  for  the  fundamental  need  of  those  in  the  temple  medi¬ 
tating  on  Him.  Thus,  clothed  upon  within,  the  worshiper 
fares  forth,  seeing  himself  in  the  proper  perspective  of 
his  contacts  and  responsibilities  in  the  big  world  of  so¬ 
ciety  about  him.  He  sees  men,  movements,  and  things 
as  part  of  the  universal  whole— God’s  expanding  process 
and  he  manifests  the  will  to  partnership  with  God  in 
fulfillment  of  His  moral  purpose  to  bring  the  world  to 
complete  accord  with  Himself.  In  this  view,  the  church 
is  society’s  unique  social  institution,  and  church-going 
becomes  fraught  with  significance  far  deeper  than  that 
of  mere  conventionality. 


— Fear  is  a  ghost. 

— A  pond  is  without  a  current. 

The  man  who  forgets  himself  will  sooner  or  later  be  a 
bankrupt. 

^You  help  the  devil  when  you  keep  a  boy  away  from 
Sunday  school.  ' 

—Politics  without  conscience  is  like  a  drink  of  lukewarm 
water  with  a  pinch  of  salt. 

Many  a  man  judged  by  his  looks  would  be  taken  for 
a  member  of  a  family  of  crooks. 
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Summary  of  a  Decade  of  Progress  in 
Texas  Higher  Education  for  Negroes 

By  Harry  W.  Greene 

Dean  of  Bamuel  Hueton  OoUege 


The  casual  reader  or  observer  may  be  a  bit  startled 
at  the  rapidity  with  which  higher  and  secondary 
education  have  proceeded  in  the  Lone  Star  State. 
From  a  study  made  under  the  direction  of  the  division 
of  College  Administration,  Teachers’  College,  Columbia 
University,  by  the  present  writer,  some  rather  significant 
findings  are  worthy  of  the  public’s  notice.  The  study  in¬ 
cluded  ten  institutions  commonly  designated  as  colleges. 
In  1916,  there  were  164  teachers  and  122  college  students 
in  all  of  these  colleges.  It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that 
these  164  teachers  took  care  of  the  work  of  elementary, 
secondary,  and  college  grade.’  It  seems  fair  to  say  that 
up  to  1916  colored  colleges  in  Texas  were  not  colleges  at 
all  when  one  applies  the  present  standards  of  measuring 
colleges  to  these  institutions.  But  when  data  for  1926-26 
is  studied,  the  facts  are  prodigious  and  staggering. 

During  this  year  there  were  203  instructors  and  a 
college  enrollment  of  1,306  students  as  against  the  mere 
handful  of  122  college  students  in  1916.  Of  the  203 
teachers  constituting  the  faculties  of  these  schools,  ninety- 
one  held  the  Bachelor  degree,  twenty-three  the  Master’s 
degree,  and  one  (at  Samuel  Huston  College),  the  Ph.D. 
degree  from  Boston  University.  The  remaining  eighty- 
eight  held  no  degrees.  Many  of  these  teachers  were 
trained  in  such  great  Northern  universities  as  Columbia, 


Chicago,  Yale,  Harvard,  Pennsylvania,  Colorado,  North¬ 
western,  and  the  “A”-grade  colored  colleges:  Howard, 
Lincoln,  Fisk,  and  others. 

Four  of  these  ten  institutions  are  now  accredited  by 
the  State  Department  of  Education  and  other  States  and 
agencies.  They  are:  Wiley  and  Bishop,  at  Marshall; 
Samuel  Huston,  at  Austin;  and  Prairie  View,  at  Prairie 
View.  These  schools  are  recognized  as  four-year  col¬ 
leges  of  the  first  class.  They  have  over  ninety  per  cent 
of  all  the  students  of  college  rank  in  Texas.  According 
to  a  compilation  made  by  the  Crisis  magazine,  these  four 
colleges  now  have  1,447  college  students,  which  is  142 
more  than  the  number  for  the  ten  included  in  the  study 
for  1926-’26.  This  is  a  rather  remarkable  indication  of 
the  growing  popularity  of  college  education  among  Ne¬ 
groes  in  Texas  and  a  splendid  tribute  to  its  educational 
leadership.  Samuel  Huston  College,  Prairie  View  State 
College,  Wiley  College,  have  begun  to  lop  off  the  work 
of  secondary  grade,  and  devote  the  major  portion  of 
their  time  to  college  education  exclusively. 

Secondary  education  is  rapidly  catching  up  with 
higher  education  in  Texas.  There  are  fifty-five  four-year 
high  schools,  sixty-four  three-year  high  schools,  and 
thirty-nine  two-year  high  schools.  Of  the  fifty-five  four- 
year  high  schools,  thirty-five  are  accredited. 


Fine  Year  Ahead  for  Bethune-Cookman 

College 

President  Announces  Broad  Policy 


BETHUNE-COOKMAN  COLLEGE  will  introduce 
.  several  new  features  into  its  work  this  coming 
term  that  are  calculated  to  increase  its  effective¬ 
ness  materially  and  give  to  the  institution  even  a  larger 
prestige  than  it  has  enjoyed  heretofore. 

Last  term  saw  marked  advances  along  all  lines,  and 
was  set  down  by  many  as  the  greatest  in  the  history  of 
the  institution.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  gradu¬ 
ates,  the  variety  in  special  departmental  certificates  is¬ 
sued,  the  industrial  exhibits  at  the  county  and  State  fairs, 
the  impression  made  on  the  public  by  the  music  depart¬ 
ment,  the  fiattering  reports  by  inspectors  sent  out  by  the 
General  Education  Board  and  by  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  all  bear  testimony  to 
the  splendid  progress  made  last  year. 

School  to  Become  Accredited.  And  yet  even  a  larger 
progress  is  predicted  for  the  coming  term.  President 
Mary  McLeod  Bethune  has  spared  no  pains  to  secure 
the  most  efficient  faculty  available  for  the  work.  Most 
of  the  teaching  force  of  last  year  will  be  retained.  The 
few  changes  necessitated  are  calculated  to  strengthen  the 


machinery  through  greater  compactness  and' more  highly 
organized  departmental  grouping.  Dean  Homer  Thomas 
has  worked  diligently  to  meet  all  requirements  so  that  it 
is  practically  assured  that  the  high-school  department 
will  be  placed  on  the  State  list  of  accredited  schools  early 
in  the  term. 

Commercial  Course  Broadened.  Mr.  H.  V.  Lucas,  who 
for  several  years  has  been  carefully  building  up  an  efficient 
business  course,  announces  a  new  policy  that  will  put  ele¬ 
mentary  courses  in  commercial  study  within  the  reach  of 
every  high-school  student,  with  opportunities  to  follow 
up  with  advanced  studies  leading  to  a  special  certificate. 

New  School  of  Music.  As  previously  announced,  the 
department  of  music  will  be  housed  in  a  separate  building, 
which  will  admit  of  indefinite  enlargement  of  the  work. 
Under  the  new  head,  certificate  and  diploma  courses  will 
be  introduced  on  a  par  with  high  school  and  junior  col¬ 
lege  diplomas.  Besides  the  various  classes  in  history  of 
music,  appreciation  of  music,  etc.,  private  instruction  will 
be  given  in  piano  study  and  in  band  and  orchestral  in¬ 
struments. 
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THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 

Contributed  Editorial 

‘‘Worn  Coins  of  Speech*’ 

A  FEW  weeks  ago  an  editorial  on  this  page  asked 
for  lists  of  words  and  phrases  which  are  so  badly 
overworked  that  they  have  lost  all  their  power  to 
arrest  and  impress. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  answers  received: 

A  relative  of  mtoe  tells  of  an  old  friend  who  was  the  proud  father- 
in-law  of  a  Methodist  preacher-author  whose  name  you  would  recog¬ 
nise  were  I  to  write  it  here. 

“He  has  just  written  another  book,”  said  the  proud  father-in-law 
one  day.  He  sent  me  a  copy— Ifs  really  a  wonderful  book.  Why 
-  *  —■* — -  word  of  itr  ” 


we  urge  upon  our  representatives 
it  is  the  glory  of  Methodism  that 
this  tragic  hour  of  the  world 
this  glad  hour 

we  have  the  high  honor  to-day 
a  healthy  increase 
a  delicate  situation 
inestimable  service  to 
may  I  venture  the  assertion  that 
I  am  here  to  say  that 
I  want  to  ask  your  indulgence 
while 

it  is  the  psychological  moment  to 
this  is  the  hour  of  destiny 
I  simply  want  to  leave  with  you 
the  thought  that 
the  situation  is  most  desperate 
the  magnitude  of  our  responsi¬ 
bility 

push  back  the  horizon 
a  singular  pleasure 

William  Watkins  Reid. 

g  “worn  coins  of  speech”  the 
d  on  your  proposition.”  For 
’  adly  worn  that  it  will 
Other  coins  showing 
.  ”  “impact”  (a  peculiar 
”  “project”  and  “team 

a  single  address  by  a 
professor,  by  the  way,  in  a 


America  bolds  a  strategic  posi¬ 
tion 

it  is  our  firm  conviction  that 
far-flung  flelds  of  service 
the  clarion  call  to 
a  quadrenninm  of  unparalleled 
success 

reads  like  a  romance 
we  unhesitatingly  affirm  that 
we  call  upon  thfe  Conference  to 
a  courageous  consideration 
ushering  in  a  new  Pentecost 
we  again  call  attention  to 
there  never  was  greater  need  for 
the  Church  is  to  be  cong^ratulated 
upon 

warm  in  their  praise  of 
the  outstanding  enterprise 
originally  blessed  by 


I  can’t  undcrttand  a  word  of  it  I" 

Not  so  many  years  ago  I  listened  to  a  sermon — as  you  have  doubt- 
less  listened  to  others — that  seemed  to  be  without  a  single  Mea,  new 
or  old— one  of  those  sermons  made  up  of  platitudes,  time-worn 
phrues,  repetition  of  Biblical  phrases,  a  couple  of  Old  Testament 
lil^tratmns,  expounding  of  one  or  two  words  detached  from  a  text 
whoUy  detached  from  its  content.  You  know  the  kind  of  sermon 
I  mean. 

same  dear  soul  who 

dldnt  think  a  talk  that  mentioned  a  lot  about  the  League  of  Nations 
was  ‘preaching’  )  turned  to  me  and  remarked,  “That  was  a  fine 

serm^  this  morning;  it  was  so  scriptural.”  ,  % .  ,  . . . -  j—  i—  .v  ujl,. 

What  did  she  mean?  Nothing  more  than  that  here  were  the  words  2  “Program,”  “leadership, 

^d  phrases  she  had  heard  from  her  chUdhood  up;  they  lulled  her  - - -  . . 

to  rest  as  would  any  continuous  and  familiar  and  gentle  washing  of 
the  waves  upon  the  shore;  they  carried  her  back  into  the  “rest  period” 
that  church  had  meant  for  half  a  century;  there  was  no  need  to 
exert  the  powers  of  attention,  she  could  hear  without  having  to  make 
any  effort  to  understand;  and  no  half-century-old  ideas  were  iarred 
loose  in  her  mind.  ■' 

These  two  items  merely  concrete  the  two  dangers  into  which  any 
ininlster,  any  writer,  or  any  public  speaker  is  likely  to  fall:  the  use 
of  words  or  phrases  that  cannot  be  quickly  understood  (if  under¬ 
stood  at  all)  by  the  congregation  or  the  audience;  and  the  use  of 
phrases  once  “choice  and  begutiful”  but  by  constant  reiteration  either 
robbed  of  meaning  or  degenerated  into  “soothing  powders”  produc¬ 
ing  quiet  sleep.  ^ 

I  was  attending  church  services  regularly  for  at  least  ten  years 
before  I  got  more  than  words  from  a  sermon — and  sometimes  I  get 
little  more  now.  There  may  be  some  who  will  say  it  is  a  sign  of 
great  learning  when  a  minister  says  to  his  congregation  (the  mafority 
f  of  whom,  mind  you,  have  not  finished  high  school) ; 

^|the  unity  and  continuity  of  a  dominant  spiritual  purpose.” 

he  was  a  bit  heterodox  on  the  eternal  procession  of  the  Son  from 
the  Father.” 

“the  consecration  of  property  as  the  expression  of  redeemed 
personally.” 

“fervid  unction.” 

“limited  redemption.” 

—but,  as  for  me,  I  always  feel  he  needs  a  course  in  non-theological- 
seminary  English. 

Worse  than  these,  however,  are  the  worn,  hackneyed  adjectives 
and  phrases— not  necessarily  phrases  that  grate  upon  the  ears,  but 
phrases  that  produce  sleep  because  of  their  smoothness,  familiarity, 
lack  of  punch. 

Speal^g  of  adjectives,  for  example,  why  must  a  statement  (or 
those  worse  evils,  “pronouncements”  and  “deliverances”)  always  be 
characterised  as  “forceful,”  a  conviction  be  “profound,”  a  principle 
be  “fundamental,”  our  church  always  be  “great”  (with  a  long  tmd 
quivering  a-a-a),  years  be  “just  ahead,”  testimony  always  be  ‘%dis- 
putable,”  a  virtue  be  “old-fashioned,”  emphasis  always  be  “Increas¬ 
ing,’  an  experiment  always  be  “radical,”  prayer  be  “agonising,” 
devotion  be  “unwavering,”  faith  be  “radiant  and  bounding,’^  and  any 
little  progress  (such  as  the  adding  of  ten  new  members  from  out 
a  community  of  20,000  souls)  be  a  “glorious  achievement”?  And 
why,  oh  why  must  a  revival  always  be  “gtaclous”?  Can’t  we  some- 
Ume  have  a  jarring  revival,  a  dynamiting  revival,  or  a  revival  that 
will  nry  folks  away  from  their  sins  or  their  old  ideas? 

The  minister  who  complains  that  the  newspapers  do  not  tell  the 
truth  had  better  look  well  to  his  adjectives. 

And  here  I  will  append  a  few  of  many  hundreds  of  thought-retard¬ 
ing,  sleej^rovoking  phrases  that  too  often  find  their  way  into  ser¬ 
mons,  addresses  and  writings  (including  my  owni).  They  are 
fjdected  at  random  from  a  great  number  that  might  be  mentioned, 
piese  are  not  my  invention,  not  my  selection.  They  are  each  to 
be  found  one  or  more  times  in  the  “Dally  Christian  Advocate,” 
published  in  Sprinrfeld,  Mass.,  in  May,  1924.  They  are  frwn  the 
lips  and  pens  of  the  leading  men  of  Methodism,  members  df  the 
General  Conference,  which  is  your  particular  wea^ess: 

the  greatest  single  influence  in  we  commend  to  your  sympathetic 
the  outstanding  event  in  the  his-  consideration 

ory  of  no  uncertain  attitude 

his  nacious  ministry  we  observe  with  grave  apprehen- 

projected  his  unique  personality  sion 

•  world  church  assumes  no  uncertain  attitude 

evidence  of  abounding  life  we  record  it  as  your  ddiberate 

offer  an  insistent  challenge  ludgment  that 


some 

work.” 

All  these  gems  I  garnered  recently  from 
pecialist  in  Vacation  Bible  Schools— a 
leading  theological  seminary— not  Methodist. 

Howakd  L.  Rikon, 

Advocate  of  July  7  extended  this  gracious  inv 
.What  IS  the  outworn  phrase  which  grates  most  on  your  ee 
Send  in  your  list.  I  accepted  the  invitation  and  woiUd  like 


nominate  the  following  for  the  retired  relation,  ^ith  fuul^lvUe^  of 
the  Pension  Plan  (old  and  new).  I  am  especially  anxious  that^the 
pension  be  granted  because  they  have  worked  so  hard  and  many 
times  have  been  overworked.  ^ 


a  splendid  message 
what  is  your  reaction? 
season  of  prayer 
the  psycbcMogical  moment 
permit  me  to  add  one  word 
a  good  mixer 
a  live  wire 
full  of  pep 
this  man  of  God 

I  did  not  expect  to  be  called 
upon  to  speak 


there  are  others  who  could  do  so 
much  better! 
the  vision  splendid 
this  old  world  of  ours 
our  yreat  church 
to  the  four  corners  of  the  earth 
(or  globe) 

just  this  timely  word 
mother’s  Bible 
my  parting  word 

Paul  Moebison. 


The  Main  Task  of  the  Church 

ISHOP  WILLIAM  F.  McDOWELL, 


.  in  his  Fra- 

J  J  ternal  Address  to  the  British  Wesleyan  Conference 
this  summer,  touched  on  many  questions  vital  to 
the  life  of  the.  Church  and  its  service  in  the  redemption  of 
the  world.  We  crave  the  privilege  of  passing  on  to  as 
large  an  audience  as  possible,  his  prophetic  and  eloquent 
words  on  the  pre-eminence  of  Christ,  in  the  life  and  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  Church: 

hajf^nf  *1'®  ®^“’^®^  Constructively  for 

hmf  of  what  it  is  worth.  We  are  maldng  a  lot  of  false  testa  of 
ort^xy.  Men  with  us  are  finding  it  a  lot  easier  to  m^L  mighty 

creation,  about  the  second  comingrafout 
Tn  ‘»®  ChristUke  men  in  themdvS 

r^vivi?  ®®'***“  schools  we  are  having  a 

^  being  spiritual,  which  does  not  seem  to  root 

very  deeply  in  an  understanding  of  Jesus  Christ  or  a  likeness  to  Him. 
lys  easier  than  going  the  w^le  length  with  Him  in  genuine  char¬ 
acter  and  sound  living  on  high  levels.  I  do  not  know  how  It  is  with 
you,  but  we  have  not  succeeded  in  riving  Jesus  Christ  either  vrth 
^Inence  in  our  consideration  of  the  money  question,  the  wage 
qpiestion,  the  sex  question,  the  race  question,  the  war  question,  tte 
International  question,  and  the  rest  of  the  long  list  of  vital  and 
^2**”v.*2^*  Issues  of  life  itself.  It  is  an  open  question  whether  the 
church  in  America  is  supplying  or  creating  a  spiritual  life  which  is 
equal  to  the  strain  of'modern  conditons  or  an  intellectual  leadership 
equal  to  the  demands  of  modern  life. 

“We  can  go  on  a  long  time  and  be  exceedingly  useful  on  our 
present  level,  but  we  cannot  make  the  United  States— and  I  think 
you  cannot  make  Great  Britain— either  a  saved  nation  or  a  saving 
natlmi  on  this  basis.”  ® 
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Night  or  Dawn  for  Christianity  in  China 

By  Bishop  George  E.  Grose 


Ptktmg, 

WHAT  has  happened  to  Christian  missions  in 
China?  Has  the  effort  to  Christianize  the  Chi¬ 
nese  people  proved  futile?  Has  the  Christian 
movement  in  China  come  to  a  standstill?  Are  the  mission¬ 
aries  no  longer  needed  or  wanted?  Has  the  church  in 
China  collapsed? 

Such  are  the  questions  which  are  being  eagerly  asked 
by  the  western  church  and  public?  What  are  the  facts? 

Unquestionably,  the  missionary  enterprise  faces  the 
greatest  crisis  in  its  history.  Not  even  the  catastrophe 
of  1900,  when  scores  of  missionaries  and  many  thousands 
of  Chinese  Christians  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  for  their 
faith,  was  so  serious  as  the  present  crisis.  In  the  Boxer 
uprising  ignorant,  fanatical  masses,  inspired  by  political 
rulers  who  resented  the  threatened  aggressions  of  foreign 
nations,  sought  to  drive  out  foreigners  and  to  destroy 
Uhristianity.  Now,  the  attack  is  not  upon  foreigners  but 
upon  a  foreign  system.  It  is  inspired  not  by  blind  hatred 
or  by  fanatical  passion.  It  is  a  thoughtful  and  determined 
opposition  to  the  political,  economic,  and  cultural  invasion 
of  the  country  by  western  nations.  The  opposition  to 
Christianity  and  to  the  church  is  more  intelligent  and 
better  organized  than  ever  before.  The  very  foundations 
of  religious  faith  are  being  questioned ;  the  policy  of  Chris¬ 
tian  institutions  is  being  attacked;  and  the  motives  of 
missionaries  and  philanthropists  are  being  challenged. 

What  is  the  animus  of  the  present  opposition  to  west¬ 
ern  culture?  First  of  all,  it  has  a  political  background. 
The  Nationalist  movement  completely  fills  the  horizon 
of  the  Chinese  people.  Nationalism  has  become  a  crusade. 
With  some  it  is  an  obsession.  It  is  not  essentially  hostile 


OkkM 

to  Christianity.  It  is  against  everything  and  everybody 
that  is  in  the  way  of  China’s  realizing  speedily  her  natural 
and  reasonable  aspirations  for  full  and  equal  sovereign 
rights  and  privileges  accorded  to  all  other  nations. 

The  Fire  Under  the  Volcano 

Let  no  one  think  that  the  vow  to  heaven  registered  in 
blood  and  in  suffering  to  achieve  their  nationality  will  be 
forgotten  by  the  Chinese  people.  In  their  desperation, 
the  Nationalists  accepted  the  friendly  assistance  of  the 
Soviets  of  Russia.  The  communistic  group  representing 
the  Third  Internationale  with  great  shrewdness  and  un¬ 
conscionable  methods  took  advantage  of  the  psychology 
of  the  hour.  In  recent  weeks  there  have  been  amazing 
documentary  disclosures  of  Soviet  intrigue  and  perfidy, 
seeking  to  incite  national  hatred,  violence  and  massacre, 
which  would  have  shocked  the  civilized  world. 

In  a  few  places  soldiers  and  mobs  have  wantonly  de¬ 
stroyed  mission  property.  Probably  half  the  missionaries 
in  the  interior  of  the  country  have  temporarily  withdrawn 
to  the  coast,  and  many  have  returned  to  the  homeland. 
In  the  process  of  evacuation,  many  missionaries  have 
suffered  hardships,  lost  their  personal  effects,  and  en¬ 
dangered  their  lives.  No  missionaries  have  withdrawn 
through  lack  of  devotion  to  duty  or  craven  submission 
to  consular  mandates.  In  the  war  territory,  for  a  time, 
schools  and  churches  have  been  closed  and  occupied  by 
soldiers.  Foreign  property  in  some  places  has  been 
looted,  and  widespread  anarchy  has  prevailed.  But  it 
should  be  remembered  that  this  havoc  and  chaos  are  not 
results  of  any  general  hatred  of  the  foreigner  or  oppo" 
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sition  to  Christianity,  except 
as  this  hatred  and  opposition 
have  been  incited  by  Soviet 
a^nts.  Much  of  the  disorder 
is  also  the  inevitable  by-prod¬ 
uct  of  a  country-wide  revolu¬ 
tion. 

Another  fact  must  not  be 
forgotten.  This  revolution  is 
as  deep  and  high  as  it  is  wide 
and  long.  More  significant 
even  than  the  political  revo¬ 
lution  is  the  industrial,  social, 
and  religious  revolution.  The 
intellectual  and  social  center 
of  gravity  in  China  is  being 
shifted.  ^Vhen  one  takes  into  account  the  economic  waste 
of  war,  the  appalling  suffering  of  the  masses  of  the  people 
in  the  soldier-ridden  territory,  and  the  intoxication  of  the 
Nationalists  with  their  amazing  military  successes  during 
the  past  eight  months,  the  confusion  and  disorder  which 
have  threatened  disaster  are  not  surprising. 

Shaking  the  Foundations  of  the  Missionary 
Enterprise 

Now,  it  is  simply  inevitable  that  the  Christian  move¬ 
ment  should  feel  profoundly  the  shock  of  the  revolution. 
The  missionary  policy,  which  is  largely  a  foreign  creation, 
is  under  fire.  The  institutions  which  have  been  founded 
by  foreigners  and  largely  supported  by  foreign  funds 
have  been  until  now  under  foreign  control.  Quite  uncon¬ 
sciously  to  themselves,  some  missionaries  have  maintained 
an  alien  attitude,  or  at  best,  an  attitude  of  benevolent 
paternalism  toward  the  Chinese  people.  The  mission  has 
developed  an  entity  in  Chinese  society  which  has  encysted. 
This  foreign  organization  alongside  the  Chinese  church 
the  Chinese  people  resent.  They  demand  that  the  mis¬ 
sions  become  an  integral  part  of  the  church  or  cease  to  be. 
This  is  apparently  opposition  to  missionaries.  In  reality, 
it  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  It  is  opposition  to  a  foreign 
system  imposing  itself  upon  the  people  in  an  unwarranted 
control  of  their  religious  and  philanthropic  activities. 

Unquestionably  the  revolution  is  shaking  the  very 
foundations  of  the  missionary  enterprise.  A  few  view 
the  situation  with  grave  apprehension  and  distress.  One 
veteran  missionary  said,  “I  am  going  home,  never  to  re¬ 
turn  to  China.*’  Another,  “I  see  a  crash  coming  and  I 
am  getting  out  before  it  comes.”  While  these  testimonials 
are  exceptional,  and  not  representative  of  the  vast  ma¬ 
jority  of  missionaries,  they  indicate  a  gravity  in  the 
present  religious  situation  in  China  which  must  not  be 
minimized.  And  least  of  all  must  .these  depressed  utter¬ 
ances  be  interpreted  as  a  reflection  upon  the  valiant  souls 
who  have  given  the  best  of  their  lives  to  China. 

But  there  are  other  facts  to  be  reckoned  with. 

Silver  Linings  to  the  Storm  Clouds 

The  present  storm  has  brought  into  a  resplendent 
light  the  loyalty  of  the  Chinese  Christians  to  their  foreign 
coworkers  and  their  devotion  to  the  faith  of  Christ.  The 
eleventh  of  Hebrews  is  repeating  its  thrilling  story  in  the 
lives  of  Chinese  Christians.  At  the  risk  of  their  own  lives 
they  have  sought  and  rescued  missionary  friends;  they 
have  provided  food  and  shelter  and  clothing;  coolies  have 
offered  their  last  dollar  as  ransoms,  and  timid  women  have 
braved  terrible  death  for  the  sake  of  their  missionary 
benefactors.  Chinese  pastors  in  hiding  are  quietly  going 


from  door  to  door  to  comfort 
their  people.  There  has  not 
been  reported  a  single  pastor 
who  has  defaulted  in  faith  and 
devotion.  If  there  was  any 
doubt  as  to  whether  Christian¬ 
ity  had  taken  firm  root  in 
China,  that  doubt  has  been 
dispelled  by  the  splendid  hero¬ 
ism  of  these  bitter  days.  Let 
the  Western  church  amid  its 
deadly  safety  and  stupefying 
prosperity  hear  the  call  to  a 
sacrificial  devotion  from  these 
in  China  who  are  going  “from 
place  to  place,  enduring  want, 
oppression,  and  cruelty — ^men  of  whom  the  world  is  not 
worthy:  They  are  wandering  across  deserts  and  moun¬ 
tains,  or  hiding  themselves  in  caves  and  in  holes  in  the 
ground.  Theirs  is  eloquent  testimony  to  the  invincible 
Christ. 

A  Purified  Chinese  Church 

The  present  crisis  is  purifying  the  church.  The  self- 
seeking  and  the  timid  souls  have  fallen  away.  The  dare- 
to-dies  have  awakened  to  a  new  loyalty  to  the  church. 
There  are  unmistakable  signs  of  the  emergence  of  a  more 
vital  and  vigorous  Christian  faith.  The  anti-Christian 
movement,  the  withdrawal  of  missionaries,  and  the  in¬ 
creasing  responsibility  of  self-support  and  self-direction 
are  calling  for  a  truly  heroic  faith.  The  trite  criticism 
that  the  church  was  not  prepared  to  meet  the  demands 
of  this  new  day  is  heard  again  and  again.  What  church 
or  nation  has  ever  been  ready  to  meet  the  demands  of 
a  great  crisis.?  It  is  this  unpreparedness  that  consti¬ 
tutes  the  crisis.  But  it  is  these  exigencies  in  human  his¬ 
tory  that  reveal  ever  and  anon  the  everlasting  vitalities 
of  the  Christian  faith.  No  price  is  too  great  to  pay  for 
a  purified  church.  The  missionary  scaffolding  may  be 
falling  away,  methods  long  venerated  may  be  discarded, 
institutions  may  be  reorganized,  but  if  men  dominated 
by  the  spirit  of  Jesus  remain,  the  foundation  of  God 
stands  sure.  The  church  of  Christ  is  not  in  collapse. 

Another  hopeful  feature  of  the  missionary  crisis  is  in 
the  discovery  of  the  necessity  of  a  new  missionary  policy. 
The  denominational  organizations,  the  rituals  of  worship, 
the  creedal  statements,  the  whole  outward  expression  of 
the  Christian  religion  must  be  true  to  the  genius  of  the 
Chinese  people.  Their  reverence,  devotion,  loyalty,  and 
spiritual  mysticism  as  expressed  in  their  religious  pil¬ 
grimages  must  be  capitalized  by  the  Christian  movement 
if  the  people  are  ever  to  become  genuinely  Christian. 

New  Attitude  Demanded 

But  the  new  misionary  policy  demanded  by  the  pres¬ 
ent  emergency  is  not  to  be  created  by  tinkering  with 
existing  machinery,  or  devising  new  schemes,  or  setting 
up  paper  programs.  More  important  than  new  organ¬ 
izations  and  different  methods  is  a  new  attitude.  The 
problems  that  confront  the  missionary  are  chiefly  per¬ 
sonal.  They  are  at  bottom  vital,  not  mechanical;  they 
are  spiritual,  not  institutional.  The  relationship  be¬ 
tween  mission  and  church  must  not  be  primarily  financial, 
but  fraternal.  The  entity  of  the  mission  must  be  lost 
in  a  great  Christian  fellowship  in  which  missionaries  and 
native  Christians  share  each  other’s  experiences,  prob¬ 
lems,  sufferings,  and  triumphs. 
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Does  our  working  prac¬ 
tice  express  the  social  equal¬ 
ity  we  profess  ?  Are  we  sin¬ 
cerely  cultivating  spiritual 
fellowship  through  our  per¬ 
sonal  contacts?  Do  we  in¬ 
telligently  promote  initia¬ 
tive  and  share  responsibil¬ 
ity  as  missionaries.  Are 
our  official  prerogatives 
things  to  be  grasped  at? 

Do  we  care  more  for  the 
institution  than  for  its 
products  in  Christian  char¬ 
acter?  How  can  property 
and  authority  be  trans¬ 
ferred  and  reasonably  safe¬ 
guard  responsible  adminis¬ 
trations?  Dare  we  not 
trust  the  Chinese  people  to 
develop  the  type  of  church 
activity  that  will  best  ex¬ 
press  and  promote  the 
spirit  of  Christianity? 

The  present  missionary 
crisis  is  not  to  be  inter¬ 
preted  chiefly  in  terms  of 
disturbance,  material  loss, 
and  external  changes.  It 
is  rather  the  supreme  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  release  of 
moral  energies  and  the  gain  of  spiritual  experiences  upon 
which  the  future  of  the  Christian  religion  depends.  Paul 
wrote  to  the  Colossians,  “Remember  my  bonds.”  The 
last  thing  we  would  want  to  remember.  But  the  prison 
epistles,  the  fruitage  of  his  imprisonment,  are  his  rich¬ 
est  spiritual  messages.  Out  of  the  present  limitations 
the  Christian  church  in  China  will  come  with  a  deeper 
experience  of  God  and  a  triumphant  spiritual  conscious¬ 
ness.  In  the  midst  of  far-reaching  changes  we  are  mak¬ 
ing  a  new  discovery  of  what  constitutes  the  Christ  way 


of  life.  The  readjustments  ^ 
we  are  forced  to  make  are 
already  awakening  an  ad¬ 
venturous  spirit  of  faith, 
courage,  and  self-sacriflce 
which  will  make  the  church 
an  irresistible  moral  force 
in  the  new  China.  A  young 
missionary  sensing  the 
spiritual  possibilities  of  the 
present  hour,  exclaimed  re¬ 
cently,  “With  exulting 
gratitude  I  thank  God  that 
I  am  in  China  to-day.” 

'The  supreme  test  in  this 
crisis  is  not  of  the  institu¬ 
tions  of  Christianity.  The 
survival  of  missions  is  not 
the  main  issue.  It  is  rather 
this — will  Christian  culture 
survive  in  the  struggle  with 
racial  and  international 
forces?  Can  Christianity 
solve  the  problem  of  race? 
Will  love  and  reason  pre¬ 
vail  against  hate  and  force? 
Will  spiritual  idealism 
mould  the  future  civiliza¬ 
tion  in  the  East?  Will 
Christianity  penetrate  and 
transform  the  personal,  so¬ 
cial,  national,  and  racial  relationships  into  a  real 
brotherhood?  That  is  the  great  issue. 

A  missionary  crisis  in  China!  Yea  rather,  a  mighty 
Christian  challenge!  The  flght  of  the  ages  in  its  most 
alluring  form !  The  chance  of  a  generation  in  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  a  nation  through  sincerity,  justice,  brotherhood, 
and  religion!  The  faith  of  Christ  living  still  more  tri¬ 
umphantly  in  spite  of  danger,  fire,  and  sword!  Yea, 
rather  an  amazing  chance  to  prove  among  four  hundred 
millions  of  people  that  Christ  is  invincible. 
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New  Missionary  Policies 

Necessary 

rHE  old  misaionary  program  was  the  concen¬ 
tration  of  large  nmAera  of  foreign  leaders 
in  strategic  missionary  centers,  like  Nanking, 
Peking,  Foochow,  and  Chengtu,  to  develop  insti- 
tutiona  and  to  train  native  leaders.  Physical 
plants  expensive  to  maintain  and  burdensome  to 
administer  are  the  result.  I  do  not  know  of  a 
single  Christian  educational  institution  in  China 
whose  physical  plant  had  not  been  developed  be¬ 
yond  the  reasonable  needs  of  the  student  body 
and  far  beyond  the  ability  of  the  institution  to 
maintain  decently.  The  missionaries  have  sad¬ 
dled  upon  the  Chinese  church  burdens  too  heavy 
for  a  young  church  to  carry.  The  property  lust  . 
is  threatening  the  modem  church  everywhere 
with  disaster. 

It  is  now  clearly  evident  that  we  must  buUd  a 
new  missionary  policy.  To  transfer  property 
and  control  to  the  Chinese  church  is  not  enough. 

We  must  rebuild  our  program  zcith  the  central 
conviction  that  Christianity  is  the  seed  of  divine 
truth  planted  in  the  soil  of  China  to  be  developed 
in  its  institutional  forms  and  religious  expres¬ 
sions  by  the  Chinese. — Gxoboe  R.  Gbose. 


The  Time  to  Act 

O  God,  when  the  heart  is  warmest. 

And  the  head  is  clearest. 

Give  me  to  act 

To  turn  the  purposes  Thou  formest 
Into  fact. 

O  God,  when  what  is  dearest 
Seems  most  dear. 

And  the  path  before  lies  straight. 

With  neither  Chance  nor  Fate 
In  my  career — 

Then  let  me  act.  The  wicket  gate 
In  sight,  let  me  not  wait,  not  wait! 

John  Jat  Chapman. 

“Follow  Me“ 

("Hs  made  as  though  He  would  have  gone  further.”) 

Will  not  our  hearts  within  us  bum 
On  the  darkening  road. 

If  a  White  Presence  we  can  discern — 
Despite  an  ancient  load? 


Whither  goest  Thou,  pilgrim  Friend? 

Lone  Figure  far  ahead. 

Wilt  Thou  not  tarry  until  the  end — 
And  break  our  bread? 

Follow  we  must  amid  sun  or  shade. 

Our  faith  to  complete. 

Journeying  where  no  path  is  made — 
Save  by  His  feet! 

John  Foet  Newton. 

Fortitude 

In  the  brief  time  my  soul  is  here 
Led  by  the  sense  in  a  maze, 

God,  only  Thou  art  clear. 

And  thus  to  Thee  it  prays. 

Spare  not  from  body,  pain. 

Nor  from  my  days  the  stress. 

Nor  from  my  work  the  strain, — 
Spare,  Lord,  from  bitterness ! 

Agnes  Scuddee  Neblo. 
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A  Modern  Prophet  |||||||||||||[| 
Who  Takes  Jesus 


Seriously 

An  Interview  With 
G.  A.  Studdert- Kennedy 

By  Sidney  D.  Eva 

1^  Rev,  G.  A.  Studdert-Kennedy  one  sees  a 

new  agent  of  high  and  unique  service  among  the 
great  masses  of  English  workers,  and  perhaps,  a 
new  prophet  of  righteousness. 

In  this  interesting  man  there  is  discernible  flashes  of 
personality  and  power  which  remind  one  of  the  Prophet 
Amos,  Erasmus,  and  William  Booth.  Woodbine  Willie, 
as  the  war  dubbed  him  and  the  English  still  know  him,  is 
different  from  the  average  clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
England;  he  has  broken  down  the  walls  of  exclusivism 
and  stately  elevation  which  so  long  have  characterized 
many  of  the  clergy,  and  has  gone  out  into  the  highways 
and  byways  with  a  friepdly  gospel  of  love  and  a  helping 
hand.  He  is  beginning  to  capture  the  attention  and  in¬ 
terest  of  the  people  of  England  in  a  manner  not  unlike 
that  which  marked  the  day  when  William  Booth  stood 
on  the  curb  in  front  of  theiLondon  “pubs”  and  beat  his 
big  bass  drum. 

Mr.  Studdert-Kennedy  is  a  fearless  critic  of  life,  an 
indomitable  foe  of  intolerance,  irreligion,  and  injustice, 
a  tender  pleader  for  love  and  goodness,  and  a  courageous 
apostle  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Industrial  Christian  Fellowship,  a  movement  of 
which  he  is  the  active  head,  through  its  more  than  eighty 
field  representatives,  its  flood  of  literature,  its  classes  in 
Christian  ideals,  its  street  meetings  and  other  forms  of 
direct  appeal,  is  pining  for  itself  attention  and  exercis¬ 
ing  an  influence  in  the  great  industrial  centers  of  Eng¬ 
land  likely  to  produce  a  new  interest  on  the  part  of 
workers  in  practical  religion.  At  least  Mr.  Kennedy  and 
his  workers  are  getting  a  hearing  in  places  where  the 
church  has  long  been  treated  either  with  cold  indiffer¬ 
ence  or  open  hostility. 

The  Church  of  St.  Edmund 

Our  first  glimpse  of  Mr.  Studdert-Kennedy  was  on  a 
Sunday  morning  at  the  Church  of  St.  Edmund  the  King 
pd  Martyr,  in  Lombard  Street,  London,  of  which  he 
is  the  rector. 

This  ancient  and  historic  church  is  situated  in  the 
heart  of  London’s  “Wall  Street”  district,  where  the  marts 
of  money  penetrate  the  world’s  commercial  life  and  does 
business  with  all  mankind.  No  residences  are  to  be 
found  in  the  neighborhood,  and  on  Sunday  the  streets  are 
as  desolate  of  life  as  a  distant  desert  or  a  remote  forest. 

^  Here  Mr.  Studdert-Kennedy  preaches  on  Sundays  to  a 
crowded  church.  The  pastoral  duties,  which  are  light, 
f  are  carried  by  others,  permitting  Mr,  Kennedy  to  devote 
■  his  entire  time  to  the  work  of  the  Fellowship. 

On  arriving  at  the  church  we  found  the  morning  serv- 
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ice  had  ended,  and  the  people  gone.  The  old  sexton  in¬ 
formed  us  that  the  rector  was  still  about,  and  went  to 
inform  him  of  our  presence  and  wish.  A  moment  later 
we  were  ushered  into  a  spacious  room  at  the  back  of  the 
church,  near  the  altar,  where  we  found  Mr.  Kennedy. 

Our  first  sight  of  Woodbine  Willie  was  a  surprise, 
if  not  a  disappointment.  Instead  of  the  hearty,  rollicking 
“good  fellow,”  a  product  of  the  war  days  and  the  author 
of  “Lies”  and  similar  books,  whose  reputation  and  writ¬ 
ings  would  lead  one  to  believe  he  would  see  a  man  be¬ 
fitting  the  appellation  the  war  bestowed  and'  his  plain- 
speaking  writings  reveal,  we  found  ourselves  in  the  pres- 
epe  of  a  quiet,  dignified  priest  looking  overly  tall  in 
his  brilliant  scarlet  cassock  that  reached  from  his  chin 
to  his  ,toes. 

After  a  stately  “good  morning”  in  response  to  our 
greeting,  we  made  known  our  mission.  A  moment  of 
silence  passed,  followed  by,  *‘To-morrow  morning  at 
eleven  at  the  Sanctuary,  Westminster  Abbey.”  The  in¬ 
terview  was  over,  and  we  were  again  on  our  way. 

“Woodbine  Willie” 

When  “to-morrow  at  eleven”  arrived,  we  were  at  the 
Fellowship  House,  in  the  Sanctuary  adjoining  the  Abbey. 
Let  me  state  that  the  Sanctuary  is  a  building  in  which 
many  church  dignitaries  and  ecclesiastical  movements 
have  their  offices — the  160  Fifth  Avenue  of  the  Church 
of  England.  Here  the  Industrial  Christian  Fellowship 
has  its  headquarters.  After  a  few  minutes  of  waiting  a 
steady  step  on  the  stone  stairway  notified  us  that  the 
priest  of  yesterday  and  the  director  of  a  dynamic  move¬ 
ment  of  to-day  was  putting  in  an  appearance.  We  were 
at  once  invited  by  Mr.  Kennedy  ito  his  office— “my  room, 
such  as  it  is,”  and  a  long  ascent  up  the  stone  stairway 
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began.  We  climbed  and  climbed  what  seemed  an  end¬ 
less  stairway,  arriving  at  last  with  no  breath  to  spare 
at  the  landing  on  the  top  floor,  where  Mr.  Kennedy  pre¬ 
ceded  us  into  his  *‘room.”  Here  another  surprise  awaited 
us^  Instead  of  a  modem  office  befitting  an  executive  of 
such  an  important  organization  and  a  writer  of  such  re¬ 
nown  as  our  host  is,  we  found  ourselves  in  a  bare,  dim 
little  room  under  the  roof.  A  small  window  opened  out 
upon  the  towers  and  roof  of  Westminster  Abbey.  The 
sole  furniture  of  the  room  consisted  of  two  small  old- 
fashioned  tables,  a  covered  typewriter  on  one,  and  two 
chairs.  The  walls  were  bare  of  pictures  and  of  any  other 
sort  of  adornment.  On  the  table  we  noted  the  customary 
cup  of  tea  and  bread  and  butter. 

Here  we  saw  the  ascetic  in  his  native  habitat,  for 
Woodbine  Willie,  in  spite  of  his  war-time  experiences, 
his  vigorous  campaigning,  and  his  increasing  activities, 
bears  the  marks  of  the  ascetic  and  recluse. 

As  he  stood  there  looking  out  of  the  window,  he  fitted 
well  into  the  cloistered  environment  in  which  he  has  se¬ 
lected  to  work.  His  quiet  demeanor  and  self-restraint 
were  a  natural  part  of  the  picture.  His  countenance, 
not  unlike  a  saint’s  of  the  long  yesterdays,  is  a  strong 
blending  of  saintly  and  scholarly  qualities.  The  forehead 
of  the  student,  eyes  keen  with  eager  passion,  a  long  nose 
and  protruding  lower  lip  indicative  of  force,  and  a  thin 
face  of  thoughtful  serenity,  complete  the  picture  of  a 
reformer,  saint,  and  scholar  that  he  is.  His  calm  counte¬ 
nance  and  light-grey  suit  of  modem  cut  represented  a 
strange  and  symbolic  blending  of  yesterday  and  to-day 
— the  cloistered  ascetic  and  the  up-to-date  business  man. 
In  his  work  the  same  figure  holds,  for  Mr.  Kennedy  brings 
saintliness  and  scholarship  into  practical  play  at  the 
street  meeting,  open  forum,  and  discussion  halls. 

The  Industrial  Christian  Fellov^ship 

The  conversation  did  not  begin  until  we  asked  about 
the  work  of  the  Industrial  Christian  Fellowship,  when 
the  quiet  man  turned  his  gaze  from  the  pinnacles  of 
Westminster,  swung  himself  into  a  chair  and  faced  his 
questioner.  The  meditative  priest  suddenly  became  a  pas¬ 
sionate  cmsader,  and  talked  with  keen  animation  of  the 
work  so  close  to  his  heart.  “The  problems  of  this  day,” 
said  he,  “cannot  be  met  with  adequate  solutions  except 
the  church  shall  find  its  way  into  the  hearts  of  the  people 
with  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Religion  must  be  identified 
with  the  personal  experiences  of  the  people  and  society. 
The  distrust  which  the  people  have  of  the  church  must 
be  dissipated.  Seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  people  in 
this  country  are  indifferent  to  the  church,  and  are  grad¬ 
ually  becoming  hostile  to  all  forms  of  organized  Chris¬ 
tianity.” 

“The  Fellowship  is  trying  to  interpret  the  church 
and  the  gospel  to  the  man  on  the  street  and  everywhere 
else  where  irrelijgion  and  indifference  exist.  At  the  same 
time  we  are  trying  to  bring  the  social  teachings  of  Jesus 
close  to  the  personal  and  economic  problems  of  the 
people. 

“When  a  man’s  whole  mind  is  absorbed  in  an  anxious 
stmggle  to  keep  alive  when  the  spirit  is  harassed  and 
almost  terrified  by  the  hardness  of  the  world,  then  it  is 
that  class  warfare  is  bom;  a  spirit  of  discontent  and 
unrest  bums  in  the  heart,  and  a  man  will  not  readily 
respond  to  the  call  of  Christ,  or  to  the  call  of  organ¬ 
ized  Christianity,  which,  in  his  opinion,  has  failed  to 
sympathize  with  his  lawful  aspirations  for  better  con¬ 
ditions.” 
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“The  call  is  twofold — to  break  down  the  present  hos¬ 
tility  to  the  church  on  the  part  of  the  great  unchurched 
mass;  and,  secondly,  to  bring  home  to  every  sectipn  of 
society  the  need  for  social  righteousness  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“The  objects  of  our  movement  may  be  outlined  as 
follows ; 

“First — to  present  Christ  as  the  living  Lord  and 
Master  in  every  department  of  human  life,  and  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Christian  law  of  love. 

“Second — to  minister  by  living  agents  to  all  engaged 
in  the  industrial  world,  seeking  to  win  them  to  the  per¬ 
sonal  discipleship  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  unite  all  classes 
in  a  bond  of  Christian  fellowship  and  prayer. 

“Third — to  study  and  apply  the  moral  truths  and 
principles  of  Christianity  to  the  social,  economic,  and 
industrial  system  of  the  world.” 

“What  are  the  specific  methods  of  operation.'*”  we 
asked. 

“The  first  is  education.  Through  a  system  of  in- 
stmction  and  printed  matter  we  attempt  to  teach  our 
agents  and  others  the  ideals  of  the  Christian  faith,  and 
impart  a  thorough  knowledge  of  modern  conditions  and 
problems.  We  have  more  than  eighty  agents  in  the  field ; 
they  are  workers  in  mines,  factories,  shops,  and  other 
centers  of  industrial  life.  They  are  carefully  instructed 
in  the  truths  and  ideals  of  the  Christian  faith.” 

In  the  Footsteps  of  William  Booth 

“Then  there  are  our  street  meetings.  They  are  held 
every  day  at  any  place  where  we  can  get  an  audience: 
in  front  of  a  “pub,”  at  a  street  comer,  in  the  park,  in 
the  slums,  workingmen’s  centers — in  all  kinds  of  places. 
These  meetings  are  informal,  and  after  we  have  spoken 
or  during  an  address  questions  of  every  kind  are  freely 
asked  and  answered.  Often  the  questions  are  pointed 
and  pertinent,  such  as  “Don’t  you  think,  mister,  that 
Jesus  Christ  condemned  the  rich  more  than  the  poor?” 
“Do  you  think  a  bishop  ought  to  be  paid  ten  thousand 
pounds  a  year  for  preaching  the  gospel?”  “It  seems  to 
me,  guv’nor,  the  church  ought  to  put  her  own  affairs  in 
order  before  she  talks  to  us.”  “Why  don’t  the  clergy 
preach  sermons  about  practical  things  instead  of  the¬ 
ology?”  And  so  it  goes. 

“Then,  from  time  to  time  an  industrial  city  is  attacked 
by  the  Fellowship  en  masse;  and  from  forty  to  sixty 
people  are  sent  to  hold  a  Crusade.  The  party  will  include 
clergy,  laymen,  and  women.  Each  day  they  are  heard  in 
the  places  where  men  work,  preaching  the  social  gospel 
of  the  Great  Friend  of  the  world.  Conferences  are  held 
with  labor  leaders,  representatives  of  the  church,  and  em¬ 
ployers,  that  a  better  understanding  among  all  groups 
may  be  brought  about. 

“In  addition  to  all  this  we  are  constantly  before  lunch¬ 
eon  clubs,  Chambers  of  Commerce,  church  groups,  labor 
unions,  and  other  assemblies  preaching  and  teaching  the 
great  principles  of  Christ  for  the  betterment  of  the  world 
and  the  uplift  of  mankind.” 

Here  Mr.  Kennedy  paused,  and  we  arose  to  go.  He 
was  silent  for  a  moment  as  he  gazed  at  the  great  ca¬ 
thedral,  perhaps  without  seeing  it,  but  the  far-away  look 
in  his  eyes  seemed  to  take  in  the  great  metropolis  and 
the  nation  at  large  and  their  hurts  and  fears,  their  woes 
and  their  cries,  their  hopes  and  their  dreams,  and  then 
turning  said,  as  much  to  himself  as  to  us,  **Undemeath 
it  all  is  the  love  of  God.*’ 


September  1,  1987  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 

The  Negro  and  Religious  Education 

By  James  C.  McMorries 

Executive  Secretary  of  the  Negro  Welfare  Aeeoeiation  of  Andereon,  Ind. 


Fundamental  Principles.  Human  progress  is  the 
product  of  the  united  effort  of  prophets  and  teachers. 
Prophets  set  up  the  ideals  of  the  future,  and  teachers 
train  or  educate  the  people  up  to  these  ideals.  This  is 
the  process  of  lifting  the  race.  Ideals  are  the  strongest 
controls  in  human  conduct.  Citizenship  is  mainly  the 
matter  of  conversion  to  an  ideal.  Codes,  laws,  command¬ 
ments,  rules,  and  edicts  have  proved  ineffective  means 
in  deterring  the  people  from  immoral  acts.  A  moral  act 
is  not  one  that  is  done  because  of  fear.  It  is  an  act  of 
the  will.  The  “center  of  gravity  of  religion”  is  in  the 
moral  will.  We  cannot  legislate  people  into  the  Kingdom. 
Character  or  morality  cannot  be  imposed  from  without. 

We  can  force  an  external  obedience ;  but  a  genuine  char¬ 
acter  is  always  the  outcome  of  what  the  child  himself 
wishes  at  heart  to  do  and  to  be.”  Character  grows.  W^e 
can,  therefore,  educate  people  into  the  Kingdom  through 
directing  their  growth.  There  is  no  reason  why  one  gen¬ 
eration  should  be  like  another.  The  plasticity  of  the 
young  is  the  kernel.  If  we  start  at  the  very  beginning, 
we  can  make  our  boys  and  girls  the  kind  of  men  and 
women  that  we  want. 

Religious  education  is  the  fine  art  of  learning  how 
to  live  together  as  God’s  children.  It  teaches  the  Jesus 
way  of  life.  It  is  largely  a  matter  of  instilling  Christian 
ideals  in  the  mind  of  the  young.  It  is  a  serious  business 
of  education.  The  unscientific  use  of  the  term  is  con¬ 
fusing.  Our  use  of  the  term  refers  to  the  application 
of  modern  educational  principles  and  methods  to  the  moral 
and  religious  nurture  of  childhood  and  youth.  Religious 
education  must  not  be  mere  propaganda.  It  must  also 
be  free  from  dogma  and  mysticism. 

**The  Most  Hopeful  Type  of  Evangelism."  Religious 
education  is  often  assailed  by  the  professional  evangelist. 
To  my  mind,  this  is  brought  about  by  an  unscientific 
interpretation  of  the  significance  of  ’’conversion.”  Re¬ 
ligious  education  does  not  attempt  to  eliminate  “a  per¬ 
sonal  decision  for  Christ”  on  the  part  of  an  individual. 
It  simply  interprets  this  decision  in  the  light  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual’s  experience.  “There  is  no  such  thing  as  religious 
experience  except  as  a  part  of  experience.”  Religious 
experience  and  growth  depend  upon  the  mental  powers 
and  processes.  “Hence  the  psychological  laws  that  gov¬ 
ern  mental  growth  in  general,  and  that  apply  to  the 
procMses  of  education  in  other  lines,  will  apply  equally  to 
religion.”  Religious  education  recognizes  a  period  of 
spiritual  awakening  in  the  young  and  holds  that  a  personal 
decision  for  Christ  in  this  period  will  be  the  normal  result 
of  early  Christian  nurture.  In  the  scientific  sense,  re¬ 
ligious  education  is  an  indispensable  element  in  conversion. 

Thinking  men,  like  Bishop  William  O.  Shepard,  see 
in  religious  education  a  star  of  hope.  “Adult  evangelistic 
methods  have  not  won  America,  much  less  the  rest  of  the 
world,  although  they  have  been  tried  most  faithfully  and 
by  men  of  apostolic  gifts  and  fervor.  Apparently,  we 
cannot  win  in  the  future  by  adult  evangelism  alone.  If 
.  there  is  no  other  way,  we  must  despair.  But  now,  happily, 
f  as  it  is  becoming  increasingly  apparent  that  childhood 
must  be  saved  to  Christian  experience  and  ideals  if  Amer¬ 
ica,  and  the  world,  and  Christian  civilization  are  to 


be  saved,  it  is  also  becoming  increasingly  apparent  that 
children  belong  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  that  they 
can  be  kept  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  that  the  greatest 
hope  of  final  success  for  that  Kingdom  among  men  is  by 
the  methods  of  child  culture.” 

The  New  Negro  and  the  Old  Church.  The  greatest 
blunder  of  our  churches  is  the  blunder  of  adultism.  Recla¬ 
mation  of  sin-stained  lives  is  still  the  primary  aim  of 
our  churches.  The  work  of  the  churches  is,  for  the  most 
part,  in  the  hands  of  people  who  reached  maturity  be¬ 
fore  they  turned  to  the  church  for  service.  Through  our 
neglect  of  childhood  and  youth  we  have  lost  more  souls 
to  the  Kingdom  than  we  can  hope  to  win  back  through 
our  revivals.  We  have  also  lost  the  plastic  period  of 
^be  training  period — in  the  case  of  the  majority 
of  those  who  have  come  into  the  churches.  Over-emphasis 
upon  emotionalism  has  produced  members  of  the  “emo¬ 
tional  freak”  type,  resulting  in  moral  weakness  and  inef¬ 
fective  service.  We  are  only  beginning  to  understand 
the  principle,  that  a  whole  life  is  better  than  half  a  life, 
that  saving  a  boy  is  better  than  saving  a  man,  just  as 
a  whole  life  is  better  than  salvage.” 

Time  has  brought  about  a  radical  change  in  the  Negro, 
but  little  change  has  been  made  in  the  Negro  churches. 
A  new  Negro  is  now  on  the  scene.  He  is  no  longer  docile, 
but  self-assertive.  He  is  less  willing  to  accept  dogma. 
He  has  caught  the  spirit  of  democracy  and  will  not 
tolerate  autocracy,  even  on  the  part  of  the  church.  He  is 
constantly  weighing  our  traditions,  customs,  institutions, 
and  beliefs  with  the  use  of  scientific  tests.  His  attitude 
toward  life  is  more  practical  than  in  former  years.  He 
18  drifting  toward  materialism.  This  is  indicated  by  his 
hunger  for  knowledge  and  wealth  and  his  excessive  rush 
after  pleasure.  Quite  a  few  give  evidence  of  the  fact  that 
they  are  “fed  up  on  emotionalism.”  Part  of  this  is  imi¬ 
tative  of  the  white  world  and  part  is  real.  Over  half 
of  the  Negroes  in  our  country  are  out  of  the  church,  and 
less  than  half  of  those  in  the  church  are  supporting  mem¬ 
bers.  The  present  attitude  of  the  Negro  toward  the 
church  and  religion  is  causing  some  thinkers  to  question 
the  old  tradition  which  holds  that  we  are  the  “most  re¬ 
ligious  group  in  America.” 

Youth  and  the  Church.  It  is  generally  admitted  that 
our  intelligent  young  people  are  the  greatest  challenge 
to  the  church.  They  are  the  hope  of  the  church,  yet  very 
few  of  them  are  planning  or  preparing  to  enter  church 
work.  Quite  a  few  have  lost  faith  in  the  church  and  are 
turning  to  non-church  organizations  that  offer  youth  an 
opportunity  for  self-expression  and  development  along 
physical,  mental,  social,  and  spiritual  lines.  The  church 
naturally  turns  to  her  colleges  for  trained  leadership, 
but  finds  that  these  institutions  are  neither  inspiring  nor 
training  adequate  leadership  for  her  task.  In  almost 
none  of  these  colleges  is  the  teaching  of  the  Bible  and 
religion  on  a  secuije  financial  and  academic  basis  as  the 
teaching  of  science.  The  danger  of  this  situation  is 
clearly  shown  in  the  words  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Wells,  who 
“finds  in  the  growing  divorce  between  religion  and  educa¬ 
tion  a  primary  cause  for  the  present  distraught  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  world,  and  holds  that  unless  education  can 
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again  be  inspired  by  religious  motives  and  religion  given 
a  place  in  education,  under  the  new  conditions  of  modem 
life  and  in  the  light  of  modern  science,  comparable  to  that 
which  religion  once  held,  human  civilization  is  in  danger 
of  further  disaster  and  final  ruin.” 

The  following  statistics,  taken  from  the  educational 
number  of  the  Crisis,  for  1926,  are  prophetic:  Over  1,300 
degrees  were  granted  to  Negroes  in  the  United  States 
this  year,  an  increase  of  825  over  the  number  granted 
degrees  five  years  ago,  or  nearly  two  hundred  per  cent. 
Over  7,000  students  are  enrolled  in  college  work  in  Negro 
schools  this  year.  The  munber  of  Negroes  attending 
Northern  institutions  of  higher  learning  has  increased. 
Incomplete  returns  from  white  colleges  and  universities 
reveal  1,203  students  of  African  descent  in  college,  an 
increase  over  last  year  of  about  200.  Of  these,  over  293 
received  degrees.  These  figures  show  that  the  leaders 
of  our  race  in  the  near  future  will  be  highly  intelligent. 
Will  they  be  righteous?  Intelligence  alone  does  not  guar¬ 
antee  right  conduct. 

The  Remedy.  Intelligence  and  righteousness  must 
be  made  co-extensive.  Christianity  cannot  lead  the  Negro 
unless  it  directs  the  thinking  of  the  Negro.  In  order  that 
Christianity  might  direct  the  thinking  of  the  Negro,  the 
Christian  churches  must  grip  our  intelligent  young  people, 
who  understand  the  language  of  education,  with  a  serious 
program  of  religious  education.  The  religious  educa¬ 
tional  approach  to  our  young  people  is  more  effective 
because  they  are  already  interested  in  education.  But 
the  church  cannot  make  this  approach  unless  her  workers 
know  how  to  make  it.  Training  in  the  technique  of  re¬ 
ligious  education  must  be  a  part  of  the  specialized  train¬ 
ing  of  ministers  aild  teachers  of  religion.  Good  intentions 
do  not  justify  bad  practices.  Oratory  will  not  solve  our 
problem  of  religious  education. 

The  teacher  of  religion  must  not  be  a  “quack.”  The 
church  must  keep  her  army  of  volunteer  teachers,  but 
she  must  employ  specialists  in  religious  education  whose 
business  it  is  to  train  this  army  of  workers  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  standardized  methods  and  programs  of  religious 
education  in  the  local  churches.  The  specialists  must  be 
trained  in  the  graduate  and  professional  schools  of  re¬ 
ligious  education.  A  general  knowledge  of  a  few  subjects 
in  a  course  of  religious  education,  designed  to  develop  an 
appreciation  for  the  same,  does  not  make  a  specialist. 
He  must  master  no  less  than  a  professional  course  in 
religious  education  that  will  make  him  just  as  effective 
in  his  field  as  the  medical  doctor  is  in  the  field  of  medicine. 
The  need  of  professional  and  technical  efficiency  in  the 
church  is  expressed  in  the  following  words  of  Dr.  William 
D.  Mackenzie:  “To-day,  in  a  new  world  arising  before 
our  eyes,  professional  and  technical  efficiency  is  the  first 
cry  that  strikes  upon  our  ear  in  literally  every  form  of 
discussion  and  every  organized  movement  which  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  temporal  interests  of  men.  The  church 
must  not  lose  its  glorious  heritage  and  fail  of  its  divine 
task  by  neglect  of  this  fundamental  ideal.” 

The  Department  of  Church  Schools.  The  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Church  Schools,  formerly  The  Board  of  Sunday 
Schools,  is  now  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  pro¬ 
moting  and  supervising  religious  education  throughout 
the  church.  The  following  statement  is  taken  from  the 
annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  department,  for 
1926:  “I  presume  there  is  no  place  where  work  is  more 
needed  than  in  our  Sunday  schools  for  the  Negro  race. 
Ever  since  the  organization  of  The  Board  of  Sunday 


Schools,  and  even  before,  the  church  has  been  attempting 
to  do  something  for  them,  but  in  the  face  of  the  tre¬ 
mendous  need  and  the  magnitude  of  the  task,  the  little 
thus  far  attempted  has  been  merely  a  gesture  in.  that 
direction  insomuch  that,  unless  we  can  do  infinitely  more 
than  we  are  doing,  it  resolves  itself  into  a  grave  question 
as  to  whether  we  are  justified  in  spending  even  the  small 
amount  of  money  now  being  expended.”  In  this  state¬ 
ment  the  outstanding  need  of  the  Negro  work  is  admitted. 
The  failure  of  the  church  to  meet  this  need  is  also  ad¬ 
mitted.  But  worst  of  all  is  the  hint  that  we  will  be  denied, 
so  to  speak,  even  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  the  table. 
The  church  is  not  fully  meeting  the  need  of  the  white 
work.  In  fact,  in  no  period  has  the  ministry  of  the  church 
been  commensurate  with  the  needs  in  this  field,  but  it  does 
not  necessarily  follow  that  simply  because  we  are  not 
doing  all  that  we  should  do,  we  should  do  nothing. 

It  is  clear  that  the  administration  is  discouraged  in 
the  face  of  this  great  ta'sk,  and  this  spells  doom  for  our 
work.  A  leader  is  needed  who  is  encouraged  by  the  recent 
achievements  of  our  workers  along  the  lines  of  leader¬ 
ship  training  and  vacation  Bible  school  work.  A  leader 
is  needed  who  will  come  among  us  and  encourage  and 
inspire  us  on  to  greater  achievement.  Let  us  not  offer 
our  handicaps  as  an  excuse  to  desert  our  task,  but  accept 
them  as  a  challenge  to  finish  the  job.  It  can  be  done,  and 
we  shall  find  a  way  or  make  a  way. 

Hindus  and  Mohammedans 
Aggressive  Against  Christians 

By  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Wamshuis 

PPOSITION  to  Christianity  on  the  part  of  Mo¬ 
hammedans  and  Hindus  was  never  better  organ¬ 
ized  nor  aggressive  than  now,  according  to  reports 
being  received  from  missionaries  in  the  central  provinces 
of  India. 

“Hinduism  has  undergone  a  change,  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  in  the  history  of  any  religion,”  writes  one 
missionary.  “From  being  simply  a  conservative  force, 
non-resistant,  it  has  suddenly  become  a  missionary  re¬ 
ligion.  It  now  opens  the  doors  of  caste  to  those  who  would 
return  after  having  been  converted  to  other  faiths.  The 
matter  of  the  uplift  of  the  ‘untouchables’  is  now  a  promi¬ 
nent  question  among  Hindus  of  all  classes. 

“The  lower  classes  themselves  are  holding  conferences 
and  making  demands  and  seeking  outlets  into  higher  and 
better  things.  The  newer  Hiduism,  as  represented  by 
the  Ary  a  Samaj,  has  adopted  several  Christian  methods 
in  its  work :  it  is  using  the  Sunday  school  and  lesson  leaflet 
idea,  has  bazaar  preaching,  is  using  zenana  teachers  after 
the  style  of  our  Bible  women,  and  is  distributing  litera¬ 
ture,  opening  day  and  boarding  schools,  etc.  One  form 
of  Hindu  activity,  as  stated  by  a  prominent  paper  pub¬ 
lished  in  western  India,  is  frankly  to  absorb  Christian¬ 
ity. 

“Mohammedanism  has  no  paid  ministry,  for  every 
man  is  supposed  to  be  a  missionary.  Lectures  are  being 
delivered,  literature  distributed,  and  increased  activity 
is  very  manifest  in  the  community.  In  one  large  town, 
where  we  have  the  headquarters  of  our  work,  they  set  the 
number  of  converts  they  were  to  win  during  the  year  at 
sixty.  There 'is  intense  feeling  between  the  Hindu  and 
Mohammedan  communities,  such  as  has  broken  out  into 
rioting  in  different  places  during  the  year  in  other  parts 
of  the  country.” 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IiTTsuTATiovAi.  Smn 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


SOLOMON  DEDICATES  THE  TEMPLE 

THIRD  QUARTER.  LESSON  XI.  SEPTEMBER  11 


Scripture  Leeton — 1  Kings  8. 

Solomon,  the  Builder.  If  David  knew  how 
to  erect  a  nation,  Solomon  certainly  knew  how 
to  erert  mamlflcent  buildings.  Practically 
his  entire  administration  was  given  to  the 
execution  of  a  building  program.  He  hc- 
Ueved  that  he  was  the  leader  of  a  irreat 
people,  and  that  he  therefore  held  a  great 
positiM  in  CiHnparison  with  the  kings  of  the 
neighboring  peoples.  It  was  the  work  of  his 
life  to  display,  in  a  tangible  way,  the  material 
peatness  of  bi^s  people.  Indeed,  he  saw  noth¬ 
ing  else  worth  whUe  for  him  to  do  but  to 
build  up  the  nation  in  thU  way  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world,  as  he  had  practically  no  wars 
to  wap.  We  understand  that  David  had  in 
mind  the  erection  of  a  national  temple  in  his 
capital,  but  that  his  military  duties  prevented 
his  doing  it.  Solomon  considered  it  his  duty 
to  carry  out  the  plans  of  his  great  father. 
But  we  may  be  sure  that  David  had  not  an¬ 
ticipate  a  building  program  for  his  capital 
on  so  large  a  scale  as  his  son  carried  out. 

eiomon  s  building  program  for  the  capital 
included  a  whole  series  or  group  of  state 
buildinp  for  the  proper  administration  of 
both  the  religious  and  civU  affairs  of  the 
pvernment,  and  the  psdace  and  harem  within 
t^  same  enclosure.  This  completed  group 
of  buildings,  on  a  unified  plan,  visualised  the 
unity  of  the  church  and  st^te,  and,  in  mag¬ 
nificence,  was  considered  one  of  the  few  won¬ 
ders  of  the  ancient  w’orld. 

Wisdom  Shown  in  the  Building  Schedule. 
The  temple  was  built  first  and  required  seven 
years  for  its  completion.  Then,  thirteen  years 
,  mpe  WCTe  required  for  the  completion  of  the 
^  other  administration  buildings.  Solomon  is 
said  to  have  prayed  for  wisdom  in  conducting 
the  affairs  of  pvernment.  And  probably  no¬ 
where  else  is  his  wisdom  more  manifest  than 
m  his  building  schedule.  Building  on  such 
a  iMge  and  mamificent  scale,  had  he  begun 
with  some  other  building,  reserving  the  temple 
for  the  last,  the  probability  is  that  he  would 
have  caused  considerable  serious  opposition 
on  the  part  of  the  people  to  the  increa.sed 
and,  apparently,  unnecessary  burdens  which 
he  was  imposing  upon  them.  We  cannot  be 
sure  that  the  union  of  tribes  would  not  have 
been  again  severed  because  of  his  burdens 
of  building.  But,  beginning  with  the  temple, 
he  prepared  the  people,  emotionally  and  spir¬ 
itually,  for  his  further  burdens,  so  that  he 
^8  able  to  complete  the  program  and  at 
the  same  time  preserve  the  harmony  of  the 
nation  and  the  practical  loyalty  of  all  his 
subjects.  By  building  the  temple  first,  Solo¬ 
mon  lined  up  the  religious  interests  behind 
his  building  program.  Their  failure  to  carry 
It  out  was  practically  an  impossibility.  There 
IS  a  wise  suggestion  here  to  the  pastor  who 
wants  to  build  both  a  parsonage  and  a  church  1 
And,  although  the  imposing  ceremonies  at  the 
dedication  of  the  temple  were  prompted  by 
pnuinely  religious  motives,  they  were  not  the 


much  people  dislike  to  exchange  a  place  hal¬ 
lowed  by  sacred  memories  for  a  new  church 
site.  But  that  was  just  one  reason  why  a 
new  site  was  chosen.  Either  of  those  older 
places  was  suggestive  of  the  <rfd  state  of  af- 
fairs— tribal  life  with  its  different  forms  of 
idolatry.  While  what  was  now  needed  was 
to  h^ltuate  the  people  in  thinking  in  terms 
of  the  new  state  of  affairs— national  life, 
national  grandeur  and  glory  with  its  common 
religious  worship.  So  the  buUding  of  the 
temple  in  the  national  capRal  and,  withal, 
close  beside  the  royal  palace  and  other  na¬ 
tional  administration  buildings — ^this  was  well 
designed  to  establish  the  idea  (1)  of  religious 
unity,  and  (specially  (2)  of  national  unity  in 
the  heart  of  the  people.  The  temple  was  an 
emotional  and  spiritual  or  religious  symbol 
of  the  national  or  political  unity  of  the  people. 
The  oft-repeated  idea  in  that  magnificent 
dedicatory  prayer  of  Solomon,  as  recorded 
in  our  lesson  passage  and  in  Chronicles  (2 
Chron.  6.  14-42),  is  that  the  Lord  will  answer 
the  praver  of  the  people  only  or,  at  least, 
especially  when  they  pray  either  in  the  temple 
or,  when  that  is  impossible,  with  the  temple 
in  them— that  is,  in  their  thoughts.  As  long 
as  this  is  done,  it  would  ever  keep  the  idea 
of  national  oneness  foremost  in  their  thoughts. 
For  the  temple  was  a  part  of  what  we  might 
call  the  national  capitol.  It  was  hoped  that 
henceforth  national  unity  would  be  a  part 
of  the  people’s  religion.  But,  as  we  shall 
see  in  our  next  lesson,  that  purpose  was  not 
realised,  and  both  the  religfious  and  the  na¬ 
tional  unity  was  broken.  But,  all  else  being 
equal,  no  steps  could  have  been  taken  better 
designed  to  perpetuate  these  unities  of  the 
people.  And  for  the  tribe  of  Judah,  at  least, 
the  temple  and  the  thoughts  of  the  temple 
were  ever  the  rallying  point  in  the  struggle 
either  to  maintain  or  to  regain  national  ex¬ 
istence.  Solomon  was  wise. 

SAM  HUSTOK  COIXKOE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lrssow  roi  SrxnAT,  SKmicxu  11,  1927 
••The  glory  of  Jehovah  /Hied  the  houee  of 
Jehovah” 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  chief  end  of  man  is  to  bring  glory  to 

his  M^er.  When  God  is  glorifi^^  wlwle 
church  is  exalted.  We  cannot  be  happier  or 
more  useful  than  when  our  lives  are  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  kingdom  of  God  among  men, 
and  giving  God  the  glory  for  all  that  is  done. 
This  IS  not  an  empty,  meaningless  term;  It 
IS  not  a  matter  of  mere  words.  God’s  glory 
means  the  carrying  out  Of  His  great  purpose 
in  human  lives  and  in  the  whole  world^.  This 
is  the  meaning  of  His  presence  in  His  temple 
and  among  His  people. 

Israel  buUt  a  temple  to  the  honor  of  God 
for  the  abiding  of  the  Ark,  the  symbol  of 
His  presence.  It  is  God’s  purpose  to  make 
the  whole  earth  His  temple,  and  to  dwell  not 
in  one  place,  in  a  building  made  with  human 
hands,  but  to  be  the  Ruler  of  all  men  every¬ 
where  bv  the  power  of  the  Spirit  in  and  over 
them;  that  men  everywhere  might  practice 
the  presence  of  God,  in  living  His  life  out 
in  the  world.  The  dark  places  of  earth  would 

P^ory  of  Jehovah 
filled  the  earth  house  of  Jehovah. 

God’s  glory  cannot  shine  through  sin  and 
ignorance.  These  things  must  be  overcome 
in  order  that  the  knowledge  of  God  may  fill 
all  the  earth.  This  is  the  work  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  missionary,  and  it  is  the  greatest  work 
known  to  man.  Many  of  the  darkest  places 
in  Africa,  South  America,  Asia,  and  the 
islands  of  the  sea  have  been  made  light  by 
their  presence  and  ministry.  Some  like  the 
island  of  Tahita,  or  a  few  places  in  the  heart 
of  the  Dark  Continent  are  among  the  bri^t- 
est  places  in  the  world  to-day. 

The  glory  of  God  can  never  fill  His  whole 
temple  on  earth  if  we  leave  any  part  of  this 
work  undone.  Whatever  the  discouragements, 
it  is  the  business  of  God’s  people  to  press 
on  in  the  work  of  carrying  the  gospel  every¬ 
where,  with  as  much  seal  as  Israel  carried 
the  Ark  to  the  temple.  We  are  cheered  by 
our  successes,  but  these  should  only  stimulate 
to  greater  endeavor.  If  all  would  do  their 
duty,  two  generations  would  not  pass  until 
Jehovah  would  be  known  in  all  the  earth,  and 
soon  His  glory  would  fill  the  entire  world. 

OAMMOX  8EMIKABT. 


Epworth  League  Topic 

SEPTEMBER  11 

INSTITUTE  MEMORIES— “FOLLOW  THE  GLEAM” 

(Luke  24.  82;  Psalm  48.  8a,  b) 


Institute  Memories — Follow  the  Gleam. 
To  an  instituter,  the  words  call  up  a  long 
succession  of  pictures.  Some  will  see  the 
camp  ground  as  it  looked  when  you  arrived. 
You  may  see  rows  of  tents,  or  a  coUege 
campus.  You  may  see  mountains  with  their 
pine  trees,  or  wide  prairies  with  little  shade. 
There  may  be  a  sparkling  lake  in  your  pic¬ 
ture,  or  a  rushing  river.  Eve^  variety  of 
situation  may  fit  into  somebody’s  institute 


least  influential  in  strengthening  the  lovaltv  somebody’s  institute  seemed  tc 

or  the  patience  of  the  people  in^ the  bulfdiug  Then,  the  memories  of  folks.  First,  the  whole 

program.  Some  other  king  might  have  failed  7®“  met  who  canoe  to  mean  so  jealousy  a 


program.  Some  other  king  might  have  failed 
in  sucli  an  expensive  and  burdensome  program 
tor  the  lack  of  good  judgment  in  going  about 
it,  or,  if  he  succeeded,  would  have  succeeded 
at  the  point  of  the  sword.  And  the 
thing  would  have  happened  which  happened 
under  Solomon’s  son,  as  we  shall  see  in  our 
next  lesson. 

The  Significance  of  the  Temple.  There 
were  other  places  where  the  temple  might 
have  been  built.  There  were  so-called  “high 
places”  in  different  places  in  the  country 
where  the  people,  including  Solomon  himself. 
Were  in  the  habit  of  worshiping  (1  Kings  8. 
2.  3).  The  temple  built  at  one  of  those  shrines, 
already  made  siacred  by  tradition,  would  have 
been  better  adapted  to  capture  the  reHrious 
Imagination  of  the  people.  You  know  how 


much  to  you  in  one  short  week.  Then,  the 
old  friends,  the  ones  in  your  own  delegation. 
You  probably  remember  discovering  *b«»m  all 
over  again,  as  you  came  to  know  them  again. 
And  the  faculty— some  of  you  are  stiU  talk¬ 
ing  about  the  leaders  of  your  institute,  and 
how  much  they  gave  you.  The  classes,  of 
course, — you  are  thinking  of  those.  How 
strange  it  seemed  to  go  to  Morning  Watch, 
before  breakfast,  and  find  that  almost  every¬ 
body  was  there  and  liked  to  cornel  Or  the 
class  just  before  noon,  when  you  could  smell 
coffee  and  good  things  cooking,  .and  it  seemed 
pretty  hard  to  sit  stUl  and  pay  attention. 
The  recreation,  the  downright  fun  of  it  all; 
the  evening  meetings;  a  lively  camp  fire  or 
Galilee  service;  a  quiet, reverent  decision  serv¬ 
ice  early  in  the  morning— all  of  these  things 


come  crowding  to  your  memory  until  you  say 
in  despair,  “You  just  can’t  tell  people  about 
an  institute  I” 

Perbws  some  of  these  memories  may  be 
collected  and  put  into  words,  so  that  you  can 
tell  a  little  about  them. 

First,  most  of  you  carry  away  frmn  in¬ 
stitute  a  feeling  of  joy  In  friendships  that 
you  have  hardly  fdt  before.  There  baa 
seemed  to  be  so  much  of  good  feeling  in 
n.-  -^oie  crowd,  and  so  lltUe  of  the  usual 

- sy  and  petty  rivalry  and  gossip.  You 

have  the  wistful  thought  that  It  would  be 
wonderful  if  people  could  always  have  such 
a  good  time  together. 

Now,  to  follow  that  "gleam”  Is  difficult, 
when  yon  get  home.  Why  was  it  all  of  you 
were  such  good  friends  at  the  institntef 
First,  because  you  were  all  there  to  get 
some  help  of  one  sort  or  another.  Yon  knew 
that  it  was  a  religious  gathering — ^there  was 
a  sort  of  common  jpurpose  running  through 
the  whole  group.  Could  your  crowd  at  home 
have  a  common  purpose? 

Then,  you  had  wise  leadership,  men  and 
women  who  were  glad  to  play  and  talk  and 
study  and  work  with  you.  They  seemed 
particularly  wonderful  because  they  were  new 
to  vou.  But  lo<flc  around  you,  and  see  If  there 
isn’t  anybody  nearer  home  who  can  be  some- 
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thing  of  what  “faculty  folks”  were  at  the 
instate. 

Next,  you  were  busy.  There  was  something 
doing  aJi  of  the  time,  and  it  seemed  worth 
doing.  Somebody  had  so  planned  the  thing 
that  there  wasn’t  a  lot  of  wasted  effort,  and 
the  program  seemed  to  be  pretty  well  bal¬ 
ance  so  that  there  was  just  enough  class 
work,  and  Just  enough  play,  and  enough  sleep 
(1/  you  obeyed  the  iwesi),  and  enough  “pcP' 
But  you  may  be  sure  it  was  the  result  of 
careful  planning.  Could  your  whcde  way  of 
living  at  home  be  made  as  joyous  as  the 
days  at  institute,  if  you  tried  to  plan  most 
of  it  so  that  you  didn’t  just  feel  useless,  some¬ 
times? 

Fourth,  at  the  institute  it  just  seemed  nat¬ 
ural  to  talk  about  religion,  and  you  have 
never  known  that  experience  before.  Why 
was  it  natural  at  the  institute?  Could  it 
become  more  natural  in  your  own  League 
group?  Peibaps  the  institute  prayer  groups 
are  the  thing  yon  remember  most  vividly. 
Could  you  help  your  friends  at  home  to  gain 


that  same  sense  of  fellowship  with  Jesus  that 
the  little  group  of  you  felt  in  those  few  min¬ 
utes? 

At  the  institute  you  could  be  at  your  best, 
without  having  anybody  think  you  were  try¬ 
ing  to  be  too  good.  Somehow,  it  just  seemra 
easier  to  live  as  the  real  you  wants  to  live. 
What  makes  it  harder  to  feel  that  at  home? 
Could  a  group  of  you  help  make  it  easier 
for  each  other? 

Then,  at  tiie  institute  it  seemed  as  though 
you  really  understood  what  it  meant  to  be 
a  Christian.  You  felt  that  there  you  were 
nearer  to  a  knowledTC  of  God  than  you  bad 
ever  been  before.  And  you  wish  you  could 
keep  that  beginning  of  knowledge. 

All  of  these  things,  and  more,  are  bound 
up  in  institute  memories.  The  call  of  this 
service  is  to  a  new  resolve  that  you  will  keep 
your  institute  memories  intact,  build  on 
them,  enlare  them  by  sharing  them,  and  help 
build  a  more  friendly  world— the  kind  which 
Jesus  taught  about. — Epworth  League  Quar¬ 
terly, 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Vereaillee,  Ky. — Simpson  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  We  had  our  annual  camp 
meeting  the  last  of  July,  and  it  was  a  grand 
success,  though  ccmditions  of  the  weather 
were  (^inst  us.  We  were  assisted  by  the 
Revs.  O.  B.  Skelton,  of  Paris;  J.  W.  Chinn, 
of  Georgetown,  and  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Ross,  of 
Owensboro.  The  Rev.  L.  W.  E.  Watson  is 
the  pastor. — Reporter. 

Marion,  N.  G. — On  Sunday,  August  7,  at 
Cbappelle  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at 
eleven  o’clock,  our  dear,  beloved  pastor.  Rev. 
J.  W.  Shuford,  preached  an  excellent  sermcHi 
to  the  delight  of  all.  The  holy  communion 
was  received  by  quite  a  number.  Great  things 
have  been  done  to  keep  both  old  and  young 
people  at  work  in  the  church.  Collection  for 
the  day  was  $32.69. — Mrs.  Estella  Erwin,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Dekalb,  Mies. — We  are  proud  to  say  that 
Bethiehem  Methodist  E^copal  Church  is 
still  alive.  Our  revival,  which  began  the  first 
Sunday,  closed  Friday  night  with  good  results 
— spiritually,  financially,  and  numerically. 
Two  members  were  restored  to  the  church  and 
six  were  baptised;  total,  eight.  Amount  col¬ 
lected  during  the  revival,  $72.11.  A  nice 
shirt  was  donated  to  the  pastor.  Rev.  G.  W. 
Vaughn. — ^Arleana  Cole,  Reporter. 

Eutcew,  Ala. — The  local  Sunday-school  an¬ 
niversary  held  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  was  very  inspiring  and  will 
mean  much  to  the  work.  A  very  unique 

ftrogram  was  rendered  by  the  members  of  the 
oced  schools.  The  pastor,  Rev.  B.  Wil¬ 
liams,  preached  a  special  sermon  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  on  the  subject,  “A  Child’s  Rights.”  His 
message  was  very  educational  and  enjoyed 
by  all.  Collection  for  the  day  was  $70.  Lin¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  our  pastor  we  expect 
to  make  a  round  report. — Reporter. 

Ehrkardt,  8.  C. — One  of  the  greatest  re¬ 
vivals  held  on  the  Ehrhardt  charge  is  being 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  L.  S.  Selmore,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Friendship  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  August  17  the  Rev.  Selmore  bap¬ 
tised  thirty-two  candidates.  Associated  with 
Bro.  Selmore  in  this  baptism  was  the  Rev. 
Marcus,  of  Walterboro;  the  Rev.  M.  L.  Green, 
and  Dr.  W.  G.  White.  Collection  for  the  day, 
$108.68.  We  thank  God  for  a  Christian,  a 
minister,  and  a  leader. — R.  C.  Ayers,  Re¬ 
porter 

Orlando,  Fla. — Sunday,  August  7,  will 
never  be  forgotten  in  Orlando.  Sermons  were 
preached  by  the  Revs.  Warner,  Johnson,  and 
Selmore.  All  who  beard  the  Rev.  Selmore, 
our  district  superintendent,  went  home  say¬ 
ing  that  he  is  a  wonder  of  the  ««.  Sinners 
were  converted  after  reaching  their  homes. 
B.  P.  L.  Jofmson  is  a  lady  prearaer  of  Gaines¬ 
ville.  Site  knows  how  to  call  sinners  borne. 
The  district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full, 
and  the  pastor  and  evangelist  satisfied.  Wes¬ 


ley  Chapel,  with  fifty  members,  will  pay  the 
pastor  $1,000  this  year,  just  half  of  what  he 
is  worth. — G.  Kelley,  Reporter. 

Philadelphia,  Mitt. — 'Hopewell  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church;  We  have  just  closed  one 
of  the  greatest  revivals  in  the  history  of  the 
church.  The  meetings  were  well  attended. 
Thirty-one  were  baptized  and  $100.87  was 
raised.  We  had  with  us  the  Rev.  W.  P.  Ward, 
from  Montrose,  who  conducted  the  services. 
His  sermons  were  soul-stirring  and  uplifting. 
We  were  all  made  to  rejoice.  The  Rev.  F.  L. 
Woods,  from  the  Philadelphia  Circuit,  was 
also  with  us  and  rendered  valuable  services. 
The  spiritual  tide  ran  high.  Pray  God’s 
blessing  upon  them.  May  they  live  long  to 
carry  the  word  of  Godl — The  Rev.  E.  W. 
Rogers,  Pastor;  Maggie  Moten,  Reporter. 

Augutta,  Ark. — ^We  have  just  closed  one  of 
the  greatest  revivals  in  the  history  of  our 
church.  The  meetings  were  well  attended 
every  night.  Five  souls  were  h^pily  con¬ 
verted  and  four  others  were  add^  to  the 
church.  Mrs.  A.  F.  Clark,  evangelist  of  Little 
Rock,  was  with  us  and  conducted  the  serv¬ 
ices.  Her  sermons  were  stirring  and  up¬ 
lifting.  She  will  live  long  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  E. 
Adams,  deserves  great  credit  for  the  wonder¬ 
ful  way  in  which  he  is  carrying  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  church.  The  new  church  has 
been  finished,  and  everyone  is  loud  in  praise 
of  its  beauty. — Miss  Susie  Douglas,  Reporter. 

Shreveport,  La. — St.  James  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Our  church  is  in  splen¬ 
did  shape;  fifty-five  members  have  been 
added  this  year.  Our  financial  condition  is 
excellent,  with  an  increase  of  more  than  $200 
over  last  year.  The  salaries  of  the  pastor 
and  ofScials  have  been  raised  and  the  entire 
program  of  the  church  is  being  cared  for. 
We  are  now  getting  ready  for  our  annual 
bazaar,  which  will  l^gin  September  16,  and 
continue  for  fourteen  nights.  The  sermons 
of  the  pastor  are  being  highly  commended. 
New  members  have  been  added  to  the  choir; 
several  new  auxiliaries  have  been  organized 
by  the  pastor  and  are  functioning  nicely. 
Surely  God  was  in  the  plan  in  sending  this 
man  of  God. — Geo.  Taylor,  Reporter. 

Archer,  Fla. — Sunday,  August  14,  broke 
the  record  in  Bethel  Methraist  Episcopal 
Church.  Dr.  D.  S.  Selmore,  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  was  with  us  to  hold  his  third 
Quarterly  Conference.  Our  revival  meeting 
has  been  running  two  weeks,  with  success  be¬ 
yond  expectation.  The  district  superintend¬ 
ent  preached  three  sermons,  and  when  we 
closed,  Sunday  night,  our  records  showed  fif¬ 
teen  converts,  ten  accessions,  'and  ei^t  re¬ 
stored  members.  The  collection  was  $627.87, 
raised  by  the  Odd  FeUows,  Knights  of 
P^hias,  Courts  of  Calanthe,  and  the  church. 
Irie  Rev.  J.  C.  Certain  is  the  man  for  Archer. 
God  bless  Bishop  Richardson  for  sudi  a  man 
as  this.  God  bless  our  bishop,  superintend¬ 
ent,  pastor,  and  Editor  King. — M.  ^ps.  Re¬ 
porter. 


Floretville,  Temat. — Saturday  nigdit  marked 
a  new  epoch  in  the  history  of  St.  Paul  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the  Rev.  H. 

O.  McCutchin  is  the  pastor.  Mrs.  Daisy 
Harper,  of  San  Antonio,  presented  “The 
Womanless  Wedding.”  There  was  hardly 
standing  room.  Those  who  to<A  part  were: 
Mr.  Robert  Walker,  bride;  Mr.  Bennie  Rob¬ 
erts,  groom;  Masters  Willie  Edgewood  and 
Charlie  Phillips  were  flower  girls;  Messrs.  Lu¬ 
cius  Bussell,  John  Russell,  and  Mr.  Douglias 
McCoy,  bridesmaids;  L.  V.  Person,  ring- 
bearer;  and  Mr.  Hedgewood,  of  San  Antonio, 
preacher.  Each  played  his  part  well.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  Mrs.  Harper  for 
the  splendid  presentation  of  this  wedding. 
Mrs.  Harper  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  J.  Russell,  of  Floresville.  Receipts  of 
the  evening,  $18. — Vf.  J.  Russell,  Chairman  of 
Trustee  Board;  the  Rev.  H.  O.  McCutchin, 
Pastor. 

Canton,  Mitt. — Asbury  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  was  at  her  best  Sunday,  July  81. 
We  had  a  county  ccmtest,  kings  and  queens 
running  for  leadership.  Dollars  countra  for 
votes.  Brother  and  Sister  R.  Ellis  reported 
$47^21^;  Brother  W.  M.  Whiting  and  Sister 
Lucy  Williams,  $60.26;  C.  H.  Oden  and 
Aristo  Devine;  $184.60;  W.  M.  ThomM  and 
wife,  $147JiO.  Sister  Devine  was  presented 
with  a  $6  gold  piece  as  a  token  of  apprecia¬ 
tion,  and  out  of  love  for  her  church  she  re¬ 
turned  it  to  the  treasury.  Brother  W.  M. 
Thomas  was  presented  with  a  wrist  watch. 
The  Masonic  Lodge  was  with  us  that  day, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  8  o’clock  service 
joined  in  a  dinner  in  the  basement  of  the 
church.  The  Masonic  sermon  was  preached 
by  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Thompson,  of  Canton  cir¬ 
cuit,  and  was  enjoyed  by  all.  The  pastor 
secured  nine  new  subscriptions  to  the  South¬ 
western  and  left  for  Conference. — S.  H. 
Whisenton,  Reporter. 

Kantat  City,  Mo. — Centennial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  The  month  of  Julv  was 
a  very  important  one  for  Centennial  Church. 
During  the  month  we  had  many  notable  vis¬ 
itors  with  us,  among  whom  were  Dr.  L.  H. 
King,  editor  of  the  Southwestern  Christian  | 
Advocate;  Dr.  M.  W.  Clair,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
our  church  at  Denver,  Colo.,  and  Dr.  F.  H. 
Butler,  secretary  of  the  Epworth  League. 
As  we  are  to  begin  the  erection  of  our  new 
church  within  the  next  few  days,  the  mes¬ 
sages  given  us  by  these  men  of  God  were 
very  inspiring  and  helpful.  We  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  interesting  many  friends,  both  white 
and  colored,  in  our  project.  On  the  fourth 
Sunday  morning,  through  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Reuben  Yeager,  we  bad  Mr.  J.  P.  Townley, 
president  of  the  Townley  Metal  and  Hard¬ 
ware  Co.,  with  about  seventy-five  of  his  co¬ 
workers,  to  worship  with  us.  Our  choir  ren¬ 
dered  one  of  its  matchless  programs  and  the 
visitors  showed  their  great  appreciation  by 
the  very  nice  contribution  they  made  to  our 
building  fund.  Our  rally  ended  the  fifth 
Sunday  with  great  success.  We  realized 
$1,800,  which  is  very  commendable  in  view 
of  the  fact  we  only  worked  one  month.  Sun¬ 
day,  August  7,  was  a  day  long  to  be  remem¬ 
bered  at  Centennial.  We  broke  ground  for 
our  new  church,  and  truly  every  heart  was 
made  to  throb  with  joy  on  this  longed-for 
occasion.  The  choir,  under  the  very  able 
leadership  of  Prof.  J.  O.  Morrison,  with  their 
efficient  pianist,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Watrous,  at  the 
piano,  was  a  very  beautiful  sight  as  they 
stod  on  the  steps  and  sang  praise  to  God  for 
His  goodness.  Miss  Evelyn  Franklin,  our 
soprano  soloist,  was  at  her  best.  Never  has 
her  voice  sounded  more  sweetly  than  on  this 
occasion  as  it  rang  out  so  clearly  on  the  air. 
We  can  justly  say  we  are  very  proud  of  our 
choir.  The  first  three  shovels  of  dirt  were 
turned  by  the  three  oldest  members  in  the 
church — Mesdames  Margaret  Woods  and 
Amanda  Tucker  and  Mr.  Britt  Laskin.  Dr- 
W.  A.  Hanson,  manager  of  The  Methodist 
Book  Concern,  and  Dr.  J.  B.  Dibble,  one  of 
our  own  physicians,  were  the  speakers  for 
the  occasion.  Our  pastor,  Rev.  M.  L.  Macka^ 
was  master  of  ceremonies.  The  Ladies’  Aid 
Society  No.  2,  Mrs.  M.  Golden,  president, 
gave  the  parsonage  a  kitchen  shower  Thurt- 
day  night,  August  4.  The  presentation 
speech  was  made  by  Mr.  Jordan  Ray.  Our 
District  Conference  convened  here  August 
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1(M4p,  IncluBlve.  The  seasions  were  aU  wod 
and  well  attended.  Our  good  Bishop  M?  W. 
Clair  and  wife  naced  the  meeting  with  their 
pre^ce  on  Friday,  and  while  here  he  put 
nls  O.  K.  cm  the  plans  for  our  new  church 
and  completed  arrangements  for  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  work  so  that  we  will  be  able  to 
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We  are  moving  onward  and  uDward.*«Sw  n  reception  was  led  W  Sister 

thebelpofthf^rd  welharc  worsutlS  ^  Reward.* 

in  our^buUding  when  the  GeJ^rll  Board.-Chas.  Anderson.  Reporter. 

AflS*ja  nrkAA^a  _ «  _ 


ence  meets  here  in  May,  1928.-J.  Ray.  Re¬ 
porter. 


District  Activities 

District  Rounds 


CORPUS  CHRISTI  DISTRICT 
J'ourth  Round— Placedo  Ct,  September  23- 
26;  Corpus  Christl,  October  1,  2;  Beeville, 

M  an’  ^  28;  Bishop, 

M,  30;  KingsvUle,  29,  80;  San  Juan,  Novem- 

iT  Edinburg,  7,  8;  Raymondvllle,  12, 
13;  Odem,  19,  20. 

Dear  Brethren:  Just  three  more  months 
until  Annual  Conference.  I  am  counting  on 
you  to  put  vour  work  over.  Don’t  forget 
your  money  for  Pensions  and  Relief,  General 
Conference  expense.  Episcopal  Fund,  and 
dear  old  Samuel  Huston  College.-^esse  J 
Hardemon,  Dist.  Supt. 

OPELIKA  DISTRICT 
Fourth  Round — Alexander  City,  August  22- 
27;  Ashland  Ct.,  September  3,  4;  Benson  Ct., 
Sylacauga  Ct.,  16-18;  Rockford  Ct., 
ol’  Lanette  Mission,  24,  25;  West  Point, 
M,  IX;  Lafayette  Station,  30,  October  2;  La- 
fayette  Ct.,  1,  2;  Five  Points,  7-9;  Roanoke 
Ct,  .10-16;  Rwky  Mount  H,  12;  Stevens 
Mission,  13;  Wedowee,  14,  15;  Talladega,  17, 
W;  Dadeville,  September  12;  Opelika  Station. 
September  13. 

Dear  Brethren:  The  Annual  Conference  is 
fast  approaching.  I  want  to  ask  you  to  raise 
your  Episcopal  Fund,  educational  money  for 
Mason  City  College,  and  your  General  Con¬ 
ference  expense.  I  am  hoping  that  every  pas¬ 
tor  will  make  an  advance  in  every  claim  over 
last  year.  Also  let  every  pastor  have  good 
revivals  so  that  we  may  get  500  conversions 
►  w  1^®  Annual  Conference  meets. 

^  We  have  only  two  months  to  finish  up  our 
F  reports,  so  let  us  work  day  and  night  to  put 
over  the  program.  Yours  truly  in  Christ,  J. 
C.  Chuman,  Dist.  Supt. 

TEXARKANA 

Fourth  Round— Hoipe,  September  16-18; 
Texarkana,  17,  18;  Center  Point,  24,  25; 
Locksburg,  Macedonia,  October  1,  2;  Locks- 
burg,  Mt.  Carmel,  2,  3;  Clow  Station,  8,  9; 
Clow  Ct.,  St  Paul  and  Kelly,  9,  10;  Bengin 
and  Highland,  15,  16;  Murfreesboro,  15,  16; 
Horatio,  22,  23;  DeQueen,  23,  24;  Paraloma, 
29,  30;  Saratoga,  30,  81;  Caddo  Gap,  Novetn- 
her  5,  6;  Lewisville  and  Shady  Grove,  12,  13; 
Stamps,  18,  20;  Canfield,  19,  20. 

Dear  Brother  Pastors:  This  brings  us  up 
to  the  last  round  of  our  Quarterly  Conference 
work  for  this  year.  We  are  exceedingly  anx- 
lous  that  each  of  you  will  be  able  to  pull 
up  on  all  of  your  claims  in  a  way  that  will 
assure  our  entire  district  of  going  up  to  the 
Annual  Conference  with  a  full  report.  Now, 
let  each  of  you  check  up  on  all  your  claims, 
and  see  just  how  much  you  must  raise  within 
the  next  three  months.  Begin  now  and  grt 
your  plans  well  fixed,  and  strike  hard  with  all 
the  energy  that  you  can  muster  for  the  fall 
drive.  Crops  will  begin  to  move  lively  within 
the  next  twenty  or  thirty  days.  Keep  in  mind, 
brethren,  “That  the  early  bird  is  sure  to  catch 
the  worm.”  The  District  Sunday  School  and 


Quarterly  Conferences 

BRIDGEVILLE,  DEL. 

On  the  first  Sunday  in  August,  our  third 
Quarterly  Conference  was  held  in  St  James 
Metht^ist  Episcopal  Church,  the  pastor,  Rev. 
a.  J.  ^oper,  and  the  district  superintendent 
presiding.  All  officers  were  present  with  go^ 
reports.  At  11  o’clock  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent  preached  an  excellent  sermon  to  a 
crowded  house.  He  was  paid  in  fuU,  $27. 
Total  mount  raised  during  the  quarter,  $48. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Rice,  Reporter. 

GLASGOW,  MO. 

The  second  quarterly  meeting  was  held  at 
^ww  Chapel,  August  7,  1927.  The  Rev.  R. 
H.  Young,  Slater,  Mo.,  preached  two  able 
sermons,  morning  and  afternoon,  and  admin¬ 
istered  the  Lord’s  Supper.  The  newly  ap- 
Pastof.  Rev.  H.  T.  Reeves,  deli^ 
ered  the  evening  sermon.  The  Rev.  E.  W. 
Ifennah,  district  superintendent,  arrived’ 
Monday  and  held  the  Quarterly  Conference 
Monday  evening.  Collection  for  the  day  was 
^9.o0.*  Mrs.  Jennie  Booker,  Secretary. 

MANSFIELD,  LA. 

Thomas  Chapel  and  Mt.  Carmel  Circuit: 
t^r  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
Augiut  30,  81,  1927,  with  the  district  super¬ 
intendent,  Rev.  J.  D.  David,  presiding.  Two 
^lendid  sermons  were  delivered  by  Doctor 
David:  at  eleven  o’clock,  “The  Lost  Christ,” 
and  at  eight  o’clock,  “Truth  About  Num- 
bers.  One  was  converted.  Our  reports 
plMsed  the  district  superintendent  very  much, 
Md  he  was  paid  in  full,  $20.  Amount  raised, 
'’®''®  complete  churches 
on  this  circuit  before  Conference. — The  Rev. 
J.  L.  Kirvin,  Pastor. 

NATCHITOCHES,  LA. 

.  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
m  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
Rev.  S.  S.  Earles,  district  superintendent, 
preached  to  the  delight  of  all.  All  officers 
were  present  with  written  reports.  After  the 
quarterly  love  feast  a  reception  was  given  in 
hOTor  of  our  district  superintendent.  Purses 
of  $2  each  were  presented  to  the  district  su- 


STATE  LINE,  MISS. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Salem  and  Morgan  Hill  charge  convened  at 
Episcopal  Church,  July  29, 
1^.  The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at 
three  o  clock  by  the  pastor.  It  was  opened 
M reading  and  singing  from  the 
Methodist  Hymnal,  alter  which  ^  district 
superintendent  presided.  The  business  of  the 
Conference  was  taken  up  by  him  in  a  broth¬ 
erly  manner,  and  all  reports  showed  great 
progress  in  the  work.  We  paid  the  superin¬ 
tendent  in  full  for  the  quarter,  $15,  and  the 
pastor  was  paid  for  the  quarter,  $76.08.  To¬ 
tal  amount  for  the  quarter,  $81.08.  The  Rev. 
Smith  preached  a  wonderful  sermmi  to  the 
delight  of  all.— A.  Bivins,  Pastor;  D.  W.  Con¬ 
ner,  Reporter. 

WALDO  AND  FREEMAN,  FLA. 

Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Freeman  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with 
ttw  district  superintendent  in  the  chair.  Dr. 
Welch  dispatched  the  business  with  much 
ease.  After  some  strong  and  interesting  re¬ 
marks  by  the  superintendent,  the  roll  of  offi¬ 
cers  was  called  and  many  answered  the  Call 
with  written  reports.  Reports  showed  prog¬ 
ress  along  all  lines.  Every  phase  of  the  work 
was  well  handled.  We  are  glad  to  say  the 
trustees  and  friends  of  Freeman  nrc  doinir 
excellent  work.  The  entire  membership  of 
both  churches  is  moving  along  niraly  under 
tee  leadership  of  our  worthy  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Geo.  Hall.  At  11  o’clock  tee  district  super- 
intendent  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  to 
the  delight  of  all  present.  Collection  for  the 
mor^ng  service  was  $5.25.  In  the  afternoon 
Br.  Welch  left  for  Waldo  and  there  preached 
an  able  sermon.  Dr.  Welch  is  a  great  man 
and  a  great  preacher.  We  are  always  glad  to 
hi^r  him.  Collection  for  the  afternoon  was 
$7.50.  Thus  closed  another  successful  quarter. 
^Mrs.  W.  E.  English,  Reporter. 

WOODLAND,  LA. 

Mt.  Carmel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
held  its  fourth  Quarterly  Conference,  with 
the  superintendent.  Dr.  B.  J.  Reddix,  in  the 
chair.  He  dispatched  the  business  of  the 
Conference  with  dignity  and  ease.  All  of  the 
officers  were  present  with  written  reports. 
The  spirituaJ  tide  ran  high  while  he  talked 
to  us  by  the  way.  The  district  superintend¬ 
ent  was  paid  in  lull.  Raised  for  all  purposes 
this  quarter,  $184.43.  Our  revival  has  just 
closed.  Nine  happy  souls  were  converted  and 
b^aptked.— The  Rev.  A.  P.  Robinson,  Pastor; 
Georganna  Washington,  Reporter. 


Reports  of  District  Conferences 


Clow,  Ark.,  October  6-9.  Everv  niujtnr  S-r..  _ .I 


Uow,  Ark.,  October  6-9.  Every  pastor,  Sun¬ 
day-school  superintendent,  Epworth  League 
president,  and  Junior  League  superintendent 
is  urged  to  see  to  it  that  your  respective 
departments  will  bring  up  to  the  convention 
every  dollar  of  askings  by  our  district  presi¬ 
dent  and  his  cabinet.  Let  there  be  no  slack- 
crs,  but  all  backers.  The  claims  are  as  fol- 


ATLANTA 
The  Atlanta  District  Conference  met  in 
Newnan,  Ga,  August  8-7,  1927,  at  Powell 
Chapel,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Queen,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  in  the  chair. 

The  first  day’s  session  began  Wednesday 
morning,  August  3,  at  10  o’clock,  with  the 
devotion  and  the  organisation.  The  Rev.  H. 
B.  Burns  was  elected  secretary;  assistant,  the 
Rev.  T.  H.  Fortson;  the  Rev.  C.  B.  Holloway, 
reporter  to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate.  After  the  organisation  the  opening 


J - waw  *«.V.V.  Ak  A*.  A'  Ut  t*- 

son,  our  pastor  at  Rockdale  Park,  Atlanta, 

Ga.  The  Rev.  T.  H.  Fortson  is  one  of  this 
year’s  graduates  of  Gammon  Seminary.  The 
message  delivered  by  this  young  man  was  full 
of  the  Spirit.  We  are  expecting  him  to  make 
a  strong  preacher. 

The  afternoon  session  began  at  2.80  o’clock. 
lows.rWortdTervtee  ^  ^aldwcU  and  for  his  own  to  take  a  pra^-d'ow^theteddw 

Sr™  'a'"*  » 

p-'-- "-'s 

good  minister's  "?f  Jesus t’'®  Master.  The  evening 

Brother”w  C  Rivers  District  an- 

ent.  '  Superintend-  nual  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  H.  E. 

Burns,  our  progressive  pastor  at  Areil  Bowen. 


The  Rev.  Burns  is  a  hard  worker,  and  he  is 
putting  the  program  of  the  church  over. 

The  second  day’s  session  began  Thursday 
morning,  August  4,  with  devotion,  after  which 
the  reports  of  the  district  stewards  were 
read.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  of 
these  reports.  Dr.  L.  H.  King,  editor  of  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate,  was  intiH>- 
duced.  Many  good  things  were  said  about 
Qv-  King  as  an  editor  of  the  'gpreatest  paper 
in  the  world.  The  fact  was  brought  forward 
that  this  outstanding  man  was  a  member  of 
A  *1  Conference  and  a  member  of  the 

Atlanta  District  Conference.  When  he  arose 
«om  his  seat  the  applause  was  great.  Dr. 
King  told  the  members  of  the  Atlanta  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  that  by  the  way  they  have 
been  supporting  the  paper  it  didn’t  show  that 
they  cared  so  much  for  him.  He  told  how 
other  Conferences  were  supporting  him,  and 
for  his  own  to  take  a  place  down  the  ladder 


Afternoon  session  began  at  2.80,  The  sub¬ 
let  for  the  consideration  was  “Church 
Finance.”  The  main  speaker  was  Mr.  L.  J. 
Price.  Mr.  Price  is  one  of  the  outstanding 
laymen  of  the  church.  He  is  growing  stronger 
for  the  cause  each  day.  His  speech  centered 
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around  a  paid  miniatry.  Mr.  Price  beUevei  in  great  aermon,  using  the  text,  “Let  us  build  Biddle ;  on  behalf  of  the  Baptist  Church  hr 
paying  the  preacher.  He  asked  the  question,  three  tabernaides — one  for  thee,  one  for  Mo-  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Gilmore.  Response  by  Prof. 
How  can  we  expect  a  young  man  to  enter  ses,  and  one  for  Elias.”  The  following  min-  E.  M.  Billingsley,  of  Chattanooga.  Dr.  Jud- 
Into  the  service  when  such  poor  salaries  are  isters  preached  soul-stirring  sermons  i  the  son  S.  Hill,  president  of  Morristown  CoUm^ 
promised  and  none  paid?  "nie  treat  came  Rev.  Reeves,  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Haroldson,  N.  delivered  a  strong  address  on  Christian  edu- 
at  the  evening  service  when  Dr.  L.  H.  King  H.  Redrick,  P.  Y.  Wofford,  and  Dr.  B.  T.  cation.  Devotional  exercise  was  conducted 
was  given  vt**  to  make  speech  on  McEwen,  of  St.  Paul.  Dr.  C.  L.  Dunn  by  District  Superintendent  J .  A.  Pickett.  Or- 

“Nationaliam.”  This  was  a  brief  speedi  but  preached  one  of  his  great  sermons  Sunday  ganisation  was  as  follows;  Prof.  E.  M.  Bil- 
fnll  of  information,  lite  good  doctor  g;ave  us  morning  at  11  o’clock.  lingsley,  secretary ;  Dr.  C.  K.  Brown,  re- 

another  speech  at  the  same  time  and  still  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  porter  to  dally  press;  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Sehas- 
held  the  Interest  of  the  Conference.  This  was  pastor  who  entertained  the  Conference,  the  tian,  reporter  to  the  religious  press ;  the 
bis  masterpiece;  subject,  “Bundle  of  Sticks.”  Rev.  J.  C.  McGee.  The  Rev.  McGee  had  Rev.  Aaron  Williams,  treasurer.  Dr.  Sebas- 
Tbose  hearing  htm  will  always  remember  t^  things  well  in  hand  cmd  took  care  of  the  tian  was  appointed  to  conduct  the  music  of 
names  of  the  sticks  which  were  in  the  bundle.  Conference  with  ease.  He  organised  a  Boys’  the  Conference.  The  Rev.  Amos  H.  Carnegie, 

of  Wesley  Chapel,  Chattanooga,  preached 
the  introductory  sermon,  which  was  a  credit 
to  any  Conference. 

The  second  day  afternoon  session  was  de¬ 


messages  to  his  people.  delegates  to  their  homes  and  in  running  er- 

Prlday  morning  session  opened  with  devo-  ran<u  for  them.  The  Rev.  McGee  has  about 
tion;  then  the  reports  from  the  departments  completed  a  modern  church  at  Enon  Ridge 
of  the  church.  The  Conference  was  favored  which  is  a  credit  to  the  city.  Much  of  ms 
with  the  presence  of  the  Rev.  H.  W.  B.  WU-  personal  money  has  been  into  the  church, 
son,  who  STOke  on  Pension  and  Relief  Fund.  Reports  were  splendid  from  the  various 
The  Rev.  Wilsmi’s  speech  was  gripping.  He  points  on  the  district.  The  information  and 
pictured  the  aged  preacher  who  ^d  given  his  inspiration  received  at  this  Conference  sent 
life  for  the  cause,  and  at  the  end  of  tte  way  all  delegates  back  to  their  homes  with  re- 

was  permitted  to  suffer.  newed  energy  for  a  greater  service  in  the 

The  afternoon  session  was  full  of  the  edu-  future. — Reporter, 
cational  spirit,  because  the  Conference  was  iiio.T.r,vT 

hig^dy  honored  in  having  as  the  speaker  Dr.  CHARLESTON 

M.  S.  Davage,  the  president  of  Clark  Uni-  xhe  Charleston  District  Conference  and 
versity,  who  spoke  on  Christian  education.  A  Methodist  Brotherhood  convened  in  Wesley 
collection  was  taken  for  Oark,  $120,  the  total  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  “Flower- 
being  $28S  for  the  year  since  Annual  Con-  town,”  Summerville,  S.  C.,  August  8-7,  1927. 
ference.  The  Rev.  Josroh  Griffith  and  Mr.  This  church  has  been  under  the  leadership  of 
J.  C.  Arnold  spoke  on  Christian  stewardship,  the  very  efficient  pastor,  Rev.  P.  E.  Mingo, 

These  messages  were  brim  full  of  the  mean-  and  his  wife  for  five  years.  The  Conference 
ing  of  being  Christian  stewards  for  God.  opened  with  a  splendid  sermon  by  the  Rev. 
Evening  sermon  was  by  the  Rev.  P.  H.  Travis.  g,  Newman.  Organisation  and  the  busi- 
The  Rev.  Travis  is  pastor  of  our  Central  ness  sessions  were  carried  out  in  admirable 
Avenue  Church.  style.  Financial  reports  were  large  and  sat- 

Saturday  morning  we  had  reports  from  isfactory  and  showed  much  improvement  over 
various  committees.  During  the  session  we  jggt  year’s  doings. 

had  present  with  us  the  Rev.  Jackson,  district  xhe  condition  of  the  district  proved  that 
superintendent  of  the  Rome  District;  the  Rev.  gngjj  pastor  and  our  district  superintendent 
Stanton,  of  the  Griffin  District;  the  Re^  have  the  work  at  heart  and  have  been  spend- 
CroUey,  of  the  Gainesville  District.  Each  j^g  time  and  strength  to  improve  His 

brou^t  greeting  from  their  district  The  kingdom  and  develop  His  fields.  The  lit- 
Conferehce  voted  to  have  the  second  Sunday  gpary  feature  of  the  Conference  consisted  of 
in  October  as  Southwestern  Day.  The  Con-  lectures,  addresses,  essays,  and  papers,  which 
ference  will  meet  at  Rockdale  Park  next  were  discussed  in  a  very  brilliant  manner  by 
y®**'.  ...  A.  A  '  ,  the  delegates  present.  Among  the  most 

The  Rev.  Elnight  and  his  good  people  will  prominent  speeches  may  be  mentioned; 
always  have  a  warm  spot  in  the  hearts  of  “Modem  Evils,”  by  the  Revs.  L.  C.  Mahoney 
those  who  attended  the  Conference.  They  ^nd  F.  H.  Grant;  “The  Fraits  of  the  Chris- 

dld  all  that  was  within  their  power  to  make  Relirion,”  by  the  Revs.  J.  F.  Page  and 

our  stay  happy.  The  Rev.  Joseph  Griffitt  j.  J.  Pendergrass;  “The  Reward  of  Chris- 
was  elected  delegate  to  the  Area  Council,  tjan  Service,”  by  the  Revs.  J.  C.  Glbbes  and 
The  report  of  the  district  superintendent  l.  C.  Gregg;  “The  Progress  of  the  Charles- 
showed^roness  on  every  line  during  the  District,”  by  Dean  Henry  Pearson,  of 
year.  The  district  reported  $i61  in  ^vuce  clafiin  University,  and  the  Rev.  M.  M.  Mon- 
of  last  year  for  World  Service,  The  Confer-  Among  other  speakers  were:  the  Rev. 

ence  music  was  led  by  the  Rev.  Rawlinn,  a..  Curry,  J.  G.  Stokes,  Dr.  A.  R.  Howard, 
our  pranlar  pastor  at  Ladd  Street  Meth-  district  superintendent.  All  of  these  speeches 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  This  young  man  brought  joy  to  the  hearers,  who  went  away 
reported  ail  of  his  World  Service  monev  for  ^  firmer  hold  on  life,  a  better  concep- 

the  year  at  the  Easter  roll  call.  He  will  be  <rf  His  kingdom,  and  a  deeper  knowledj^ 

a  senior  at  Gammon  this  year.  WUl  the  At-  qJ  jjg  duties  to  man  and  obligations  to  God. 
lanta  Conference  keep  hhn,  or  will  she  let  xhc  Conference  feels  deeply  indebted  to 
him  go,  as  she  has  done  so  many  promising  the  Rev.  P.  E.  Mingo’s  cb<fir,  directed  by  the 
young  men?— C.  B.  Halloway,  Reporter.  Re^g,  q,  Gregg  and  F.  H.  Grant,  and  the 

BIRMINGHAM  duet  by  Mrs.  Cohen  and  Miss  Massey. 

T.,  .  n  »  This  being  General  Conference  year,  much 

The  Bl^ghm  District  Confermce  con-  discussion  ot  lay  and 

vewd  at  Ewn  RWk,  Birmingham,  Ala^Au-  mi„igterial  delegates.  The  ministers  sdected 
gn^  8-7,  1^.  being  ®  the  Rev.  M.  M.  Mouson  to  represent  them  at 

n^y  the  Area  Council,  convening  in  Jacksonville, 

^rference.  His  report  was  ^  and  stew^  Dr.  E.  B.  Burroughs  and  Mr.  Wm. 

t^hat  the  work  has  been  care^y  l^ooked  after  lajmen.  The 

by  Urn.  Crafe^w  d^otirad  brotherhood  meeting  was  very  inspiring.  The 

^r^e^  foUowed  by  tfie  Supper.  T^  ^  have  the  chSrch  Tn  their 

manifesto  hearts,  and  are  anxious  to  plan  and  sacrifice 
^  tWs  time  and  throwhout  the  COTfermM.  ^^at  she  may  go  forward.  %ro.  G.  B.  Green 

strong  and  energetic  district  president.  , 
**^r?**y’»?**T.^r  Conference  feels  grateful  to  the  locd  ^3 

J.  A.  Taylor,  sta^ldan.  Dr.  B.  entertainment  committee  for  the  splendid  ^ 

field  agent  for  tte  of  Pensiims  Md  which  the  delegates  were  taken  p.. 

Mef,  WM  Inteoduced  and  spoke  to  the  d^  AU  praise  to  thi^.  All  honor  to  2*^ 

of  all.  He  was  very  opthnii^c  In  tlm  ^^e  Rev.  P.  JL  Mingo  and  his  friends,  and  “a 
fact  that  muA  hrf  unstinting  applause  to  our  beloved  district  .  J 

itSnF'  superintendent.  Dr.  A.  R.  Howard,  for  his 

thrilling  and  inspiitog.  Tim  service  and  leadership  on  the  Charleston  ^ 

ito«  wereprewmt;  Dr.  R.  R.  Dhjtrict  for  six  yeari.-J.  C.  Glbbes,  Re- 

trlct  superintendent  of  the  Tuscaloosa  Dls-  can 
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11  o’clock  the  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
i  o'  . 'i  Webster,  district  superintendent: 
at  8  oc  ock,  by  the  Rev.  Alfred  Qey,  and  at 
8  o'clock,  by  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Smith.  Fifteen 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  subscrip¬ 
tions  were  secured.  Too  much  praise  cannot 
^  given  to  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Pate,  his  good 
Wfe,  members,  and  pood  people  of  Moberly, 
Mo.,  for  the  splendid  way  in  which  they 
entertained  the  Conference.  The  next  ses¬ 
sion  will  be  held  at  Louisiana,  Mo.— W.  H. 
Smith,  Reporter. 

HATTIESBURG 

The  Hattiesburg  District  Conference  met 
m  annual  session  In  Mt.  Zion  Methodist 
BpIsTOpaJ  Church,  State  Line,  Miss.,  August 
^7,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Smith,  district  superin¬ 
tendent.  The  Conference  opened  with  the 
administering  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  P.  A. 
Taylor  was  elected  secretary;  the  Rev.  G."  W 
Hawkln,  statistical  secretary.  The  district 
superintendent  dispatched  the  business  of  the 
Conference  in  a  masterly  way.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  had  many  visitors.  The  Revs.  W.  L 
MarshaU,  G.  W  WiUiams,  S.  L.  Harrison, 

D.  L.  Morgan,  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  Jr.,  N.  W. 
Koss,  and  J.  M.  Shumpert  were  there  look- 
ing  toward  Kansas  City;  Prof.  R.  H.  Mc- 
Alirter  seeing  after  the  Southwestern;  Dr. 

E.  M.  Jones  representing  the  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions,  and  Dean  J .  R.  Reynolds  represent¬ 
ing  Haven  Teachers  College.  The  following 
brethren  preached  during  the  Conference" 
the  Revs.  Jack  McCrea,  J.  H.  Hendrix,  T. 

A.  (^rter,  R.  L.  Tate,  R.  Howse,  G.  W. 
Smith,  and  W.  R.  Walker. 

The  reports  showed  improvements  on  all 
lines  of  church  work.  The  seat  of  the  next 
Conference  was  fixed  at  West  Enterprise.  G. 
W.  Howze  and  P.  A.  Taylor,  Jr.,  were  li¬ 
censed  to  preach.  Z.  T.  Laster  and  Jack  Mc- 
Crea  were  recommended  to  the  Annual  Con- 
ference  for  admission  on  trial.  The  Revs. 

G.  W.  Smith  and  J.  D.  Wheaton  were  elected 
to  the  Area  Council  at  Waveland.  Prof.  E. 

A.  Chapman  and  Sister  E.  L.  Smith  were  ^ 
elected  as  laymen.  1 

"^he  business  session  of  the  Conference  was  ^ 
closed  on  Saturday.  The  Revs.  G.  W.  Smith 
and  W.  R.  Walker  preached  on  Sunday.—  i 
jji^P.  A.  Taylor,  Reporter.  t 


HOUSTON 

The  Houston  District  Conference  met  July 
27-81,  at  Mallalieu  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Houston,  Texas,  the  Rev.  F.  D. 
Mayes,  pastor.  Dr.  J,  S.  Scott,  district  su- 
permtendent,  opened  the  Conference  at  10 
o  clo^  with  devotional  exercises,  after  which 
the  Lords  Supper  was  administered  by  Dr. 
Scott,  assisted  by  other  ministers  of  the  dis¬ 
trict.  Roll  call  was  followed  by  organisa- 
uon  as  follows:  C.  H.  PemUton,  secretary; 
E.  D.  Mayes,  treasurer;  W.  H.  Hightower, 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Speed,  organist. 
Ad^esses  of  welcmne  were  given  by  Prof. 

H.  McGruder,  on  behalf  of  the  churches, 
-and  Mrs.  Vivian  Hudson,  on  behalf  of  the 
entertaining  church.  The  presence  of  dele¬ 
gates  to  represent  every  department  their 
punctaal  and  systematic  attendance  deserve 
mention.  Demonstrations,  dramas,  and  pag¬ 
eants  were  characteristics  of  each  day’s  pro¬ 
gram.  This  in  a  large  way  accounts  for  the 
standard  attendance.  Some  of  the  outsUnd- 
mg  lectures  of  the  session  were:  “Should 
Wiley  be  Continued  as  a  Conference  School  F’’ 
by  the  Re^  E.  W.  KeUey;  “What  the  Church 
Owes  the  Retired  Minister,”  by  the  Rev.  W 
A.  Fortson;  “The  Southwestern  Christian' 
Advoca^”  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  LoveU;  “How 
Toung  People  Regard  the  Church,”  by  Prof. 
Wm.  jMse  Lovell;  “The  Interracial  Com- 
nussion,”  by  tte  Rev.  S.  W.  Johnson,  and 
St^e  Aid  and  Negro  Education,”  by  Dr. 

W.  Dogan. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  achievement  of  the 

Lif>nT^V«n/tA  esvAA  _ •  a  A  •  .. 


mg.  The  address  of  the  evening  was  “The 
Negro  Assuming  the  Responslbfllty  of  the 
Education  of  His  Children.”  This  address 
Was  both  instructive  and  inspiring,  setting 
jorth  that  the  Negro  must  assume  the  whole 
tok  of  higher  education  of  bU  chUdren,  and 
TO8  can  be  guaranteed  only  by  endowment 
M  his  scho^.  Following  the  address,  the 
of  the  charges  of  the  district  was  called. 


he  and  when  all  had  reported  it  was  found  that 
It;  we  had  received  gl,000  which  favored  very 
at  much  the  old-time  Wiley.  The  Wrt  spiritual 
Conference  was  ma^tained  to 

^  Ak  AM*  were  preached  by 

lOt  the  following  brethren:  the  Revs.  L.  A.  Thlg- 

^  h'  \  C.  C.  Curtis, 

H.  HijAtower,  A.  W..  Harley,  T.  S. 
ey  Pryor,  C.  Davenport,  and  District  Superin- 
°  A  Credit  is  due  Dr.  J.  S. 

H.  Scott  for  the  brotherly,  painstaking,  and 
busmesslike  way  in  which  the  Conference  was 
guided.— W.  H.  Hightower,  Reporter. 

et  JACKSON 

Jackson  District  Conference  convened 
r  Mt:  Pleasant 

?e  w  (Benton  cir- 

cult).  Wednesday  afternoon  and  night  were 

V  Woman’s  Home  Mission- 

't  wTi  .  J"  **’®  “^ternoon  Mrs.  M.  F. 

Wilson,  district  president,  presided,  at  which 
J™®  a  rery  inspiring  and  interesting  ad- 
areas  was  givm  by  Mrs.  M.  L.  Morrison  on 
the  TTOrk  of  the  different  departments  of  the 
3  society.  This  address  was  helpful  to  all 
.  present,  but  especiaUy  to  the  workers  in  the 
-  iMal  auxiliaries  who  were  uninformed  along 
•-  these  lines.  “ 

[j  Wednesday  night  Dr.  M.  T.  J.  Howard 
preached  a  great  sermon  on  missions,  using 
■  as  a  text,  “As  thou  didst  send  me  into  the 
B  world,  even  so  send  I  them  into  the  world.” 

'•  J. Thursday  morning,  promptly  at  8.80,  the 

•  superintendent.  Rev.  J.  S.  Williams, 
c^led  the  Conference  to  order.  After  de- 

j  '’wjons  the  business  session  was  entered  into 
t  organization  of  the  Conference  as 

follows:  secretary,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Isable; 

.  statistician,  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Price,  following 
.  which  the  district  superintendent  read  his 
report,  which  showed  marked  improvement 

•  “"’J  M  o’clock  the  Rev.  A 

I  B.  Keeling,  of  Pratt  Memorial  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church,  Jackson,  Miss.,  preached 
.  tte  communion  sermon,  using  as  a  text,  “Do  ' 
this  in  remembrance  of  me,”  after  which  the 
I  Lords  Supper  was  administered.  i 

I  Thursday  afternoon  the  business  session 
was  continued.  Thursday  night  the  Confer-  ! 
ence  was  favored  with  a  sermon  from  the 
Rev.  M.  P.  Johnson,  of  St.  Mark  Methodist  ^ 
Episcopal  Church,  Gulfport,  Miss;  text,  ' 
Love  ye  one  another  as  I  have  loved  you.”  ^ 
Friday  morning  business  session  was  re-  ^ 
sumed,  after  which  the  district  superintend- 
™t  of  the  Meridian  District,  the  Rev.  D.  L.  i 
Morgan,  preached  an  excellent  sermon  from  ^ 
tiiese  words,  “If  these  should  hold  their  t 
peace,  the  stbnes  will  cry  out.”  Friday  ‘ 
afternoon  address  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  in  the  ‘ 
interest  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Re-  , 
lief,  followed  by  papers  and  discussion  which  I 
were  on  the  literary  program  by  Miss  „ 
Jeanette  C.  Anderson,  Prof.  H.  S.  Wissing-  ? 
ton,  and  others.  At  the  close  of  the  after- 
noon  session  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  ? 
{society  held  a  meeting  for  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  with  the  ^ol-  S 
lowing  results:  Mrs.  M.  L.  Morrison,  pr«!-  5 
dent;  Mrs.  Mattie  Williams,  first  vice-presi- 
dent;  Mrs,  K,  B,  Jamison,  second  vice-presi-  n 

M  vice-president ;  i, 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Wilburn,  corresponding  secre¬ 
tary;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Holmes,  recording  secre-  _ 
wry;  Mrs.  Janie  Jackson,  treasurer;  Mrs. 
Fund  Keeling,  secretary  of  the  Jubilee 

Fridy  night  anniversary  of  Haven  Teach- 
ers  College  was  featured  by  a  wonderful  ad-  » 
dress  by  Dean  J.  R.  Reynolds.  The  dean  T 
l®ft  nothing  unsaid  that  should  have  been 
said  in  the  interest  of  the  school. 

Saturday  morning  conclusion  of  the  busi- 
”i®*.i  session.  The  following  committee  was  cl 
f  .  A®lx*®  investigate  and  report  at  the  DIs-  H 
trist  Stewards’  meeting,  1928,  on  the  pur-  M 
charing  of  a  district  parsonage:  the  Revs.  Ai 

W.  Isable,  L.  E.  H 
Johnson,  G.  W.  Aifems,  J.  A.  Patterson,  Mr.  Ai 
M.  C.  Collins,  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Morrison.  «>< 

elected  minis-  sis 
teriri  driegate  to  the  Area  Council;  the  Rev.  W 
A.  B.  Keeling,  reserve  delegate;  Mrs.  Ina  tlw 
Taper,  lay  ddwte  to  the  Area  Council;  Ca 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Wilburn,  reserve  delegate.  The  Fo 
Conference  was  favored  by  solos,  duets,  and  tei 
trios  from  Central  Methodist  Episcopal  Wi 


I  KNOW  WHAT  YOUR 
BOYS  AND  GIRLS 
are  READING 

^is  is  a  matter  in  which 
safety  of  the  utmost  impor¬ 
tance.  You  will  find  your  problem 
completely  solved  by  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Story  Papers,  for 
they  are  clean,  wholesome  and 
constructive  yet  fascinating  and 
entertaining. 

The  Classmate 

is  for  your  Seniors  and  Young 
People. 

The  Target 

is  for  your  boys  from  9  to  1 4  years. 

The  Portal 

for  your  girls  of  the  same  age,  and 

The  Picture  Story  Paper 

for  the  little  folks — but  the  whole 
family  will  enjoy  them  all. 

Free  sample  copies  and  subscription 
rates  will  be  gladly  sent  upon  request. 
Address 

Th6  M6thodist  Book  Crnicern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chicago  Boaton  Datroit  PitUburgh 
Kanaaa  Oty  San  Frandaeo  Portland,  Ora. 


Jeekson,  Miss.,  and  Asbury  Meth- 
Ohurch,  Canton,  Miss. 

The  Conference  was  honored  with  the  pres- 
ence  of  the  following  visitors:  the  Revs.  D 
L.  Morgan,  W.  L.  Marshall,  G.  W.  Williams, 

^■.1  X?’  Koss,  and  E.  G.  Webb, 

and  the  brother  of  our  beloved  district  su- 
perintenden^  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Williams,  of 
the  Was^l^on  Conference,  who  spoke  words 
of  greeting  from  his  Conference.  Raised  for 
Ar®a^uncil,  $177;  for  Haven  Teachers  Col- 
lege,  $144;  for  Pension  and  Relief,  $68.  The 
Rev.  Henry  Henderson,  ninety-seven  years 
old,  a  retired  preacher,  visited  the  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Not^tlMtanding  that  this  was  the  first  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  over  which  Bro.  Williams 

^®  **'®  ja**  “  ®  thorough 

and  brorterly  manner.  During  the  sessira, 

n#  ViT’n^'  “P®**®  “  interest 

of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Ohurch 
Extensiim;  Dr.  E.^.  Jones,  in  the  interest 

Kelief,  and 
Kie  interest  of 

the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate. 

On  Sun^y  the  district  superintendent  and 
Bros.  L.  E.  Johnson  and  J.  E.  Thcunpson 
brought  us  the  messages  from  God.  ^ 

The  Rev.  Harry  Holston  and  his  good  peo¬ 
ple  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  very  «- 
cellent  way  in  which  they  took  care  of  eW 
God’s  richest  blessi^ 

to  Mt.  Pleasant  (Benton  circuit).  Next  your 

A*  ^  1?  Klwant  (Jackson  circuit).— 
A.  B,.  Keeling,  Reporter. 

KANSAS  CITY 

The  KMsas  City  District  Conference. 

Rpworth  League,  WomUn5 
Society  convened  In  St 
A4HDI  ^®S?®^**  Episcopal  Church,  Allim 
**®  ’  ***'  Kev.  E.  W. 
Hannah,  dlrtrict  superintendent  presiding. 
Au^t  10-14,  1927.  A.  L.  Woolfolfc  wm  r^’ 
^wted  secretary.  He  selected  for  his  as- 

W^“h  ®“^  G'lMn- 

ak“'q  Ak  “?*®'‘  re-elected  reporter  to 
the  Southwi^rn  Christian  Advocate;  P.  M 
CMon,  secular  p^.  Welcome  addresses: 

terial  ^ance,  L^.  B.  Roser;  local  chuich, 
Wm.  Stevens.  These  addresses  were  v^ 
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Amount  raised,  $106.78,  The  Rev,  S.  P. 
Bryant  was  the  leading  star  in  this  move¬ 
ment.  His  charge  reported  $69.66.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  ministers  preached  helpful  sermons: 
the  Revs.  D.  W.  Alford,  P.  P.  Mungin,  H, 

®  <^le™on8,  V.  S.  Stripling, 

and  Thomas  Collins. 

>  Conference  by  vote  will  convene  at 
Alley,  Ga.,  1928.  At  11  o’clock  the  Rev.  J. 
S.  S^ipling,  of  the  Waynesboro  District, 
preached  for  us,  and  we  were  made  to  rejoice 
as  he  broke  the  bread  of  life  to  ns.  The  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  was  royally  entertained  by 
the  pastor.  Rev.  C.  R,  Robbins,  members, 
and  friends,  and  we  are  anxiously  waiting 
for  the  day  when  they  will  invite  us  again.— 
Reporter. 

VICKSBURG 

The  Vicksburg  District  Conference  con¬ 
vened  in  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Bolton,  Miss.,  July  27-81,  1927.  Dr.  J.  R. 
Ross,  district  superintendent,  opened  the 
Conferrace  with  a  message  full  of  brotherly 
love.  The  spiritual  tide  ran  hi^h  through¬ 
out  the  Conference.  Organinatlon  was  as  fol- 

secretary;  Mrs. 
C,  G.  Webb  and  Mrs.  E.  G.  Cole,  assistants; 
Uie  Rev.  I.  R.  Kirsh,  statistician;  Bros.  A.  A. 
Randolph  and  Willie  Dunly,  assistants;  Mrs. 
J.  R.  Ross,  treasurer;  the  Revs.  J.  W.  James 
and  A.  G,  Crump,  assistants;  Mrs.  E.  G. 
Webb,  reporter  to  the  Southwestern  Chris- 
tian  Advocate.  The  reports  of  the  pastors 
showed  that  good  work  along  all  lines  had 
been  accomplished.  The  local  program  and 
discussions  were  on  a  high  order  and  en¬ 
joyed  by  all  present.  The  morning  messages 
delivered  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Ross,  the  Revs.  I.  R. 
Kirsh,  E.  G.  Webb,  and  W.  E,  Rucker  re¬ 
vealed  much  thought  and  were  delivered  with 
eloquence.  The  foUowing  ministers  preached; 
the  Revs.  J.  C.  Kibbler,  J.  W.  James,  G.  C. 
Loud,  and  A.  G.  Crump.  There  were  many 
visitors  from  other  districts,  namely:  Dr  J 
B  F.  Shaw,  Dr.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  Jr.,  D.  l! 
Morgan,  L.  W.  Price,  M.  T.  J.  Howard,  L. 

E.  JohiKon,  G.  W.  Williams,  M.  P.  Johnson, 
N.  W.  Ross,  and  J.  M.  Shumpert.  The  Rev. 
W.  L.  Marshall  gave  a  splendid  talk.  We 
l^lso  had  with  us  as  visitors:  the  Rev.  and 
PMrs.  A.  B.  Keeling,  Mrs.  J.  B.  P.  Shaw,  Dea¬ 
coness  Gaither,  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  represent- 
~  itive  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief; 
the  Revs.  J.  A.  WUliams,  J.  C.  Smoot,  J. 
W.  Isable,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  McAllister,  busi¬ 
ness  manager  of  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate.  The  cause  of  the  paper  was  pre¬ 
sented  and  ei^ty-one  subscriptions  were  re¬ 
ceived.  The  Rev.  E.  G.  Webb,  of  Clinton, 
Miss.,  was  unanimously  elected  as  ministerial 
delegate  to  the  Area  Council;  Bro.  A.  A.  i 
Randolph  as  lay  delegate.  Collection  raised 
during  the  Conference  was  $300.  The  Rev.  i 
W.  L,  Marshall  *and  his  good  people  are  to 
be  praised  for  the  way  they  cared  for  us  i 
while  we  were  among  them;  also  the  friends  i 
of  Bolton  who  helped  so  wonderfully.  After  < 
appropriate  resolutions,  the  Conference  ad-  ! 
journed  to  hold  its  next  session  at  Bude, 
Miss.  Mrs.  E.  G.  Webb,  Reporter.  t 


lory,  and  J.  T.  Haroer.  The  following 
visitors  were  present:  Dr.  K.  W.  McMillan, 
J.  ^Hardemon,  R.  N.  Brooks,  T.  B.  Ecbols. 
J.  W.  Weakley,  C.  E.  Whitaker,  and  R.  S. 
Mosby.  Valuable  services  were  rendered 
each  day  by  Doctors  Brooks,  Echols,  Mosby, 
and  Swann.  The  Woman’s  Home  and  The 
Woman’s  Foreim  Missionary  work  of  the 
district  was  under  the  directorship  of  Mes- 
dames  D.  N.  and  J,  H.  Swann.  Bible  study, 
under  the  management  of  Dr.  R.  S.  Mosby, 
was  on  a  vtrj  high  order.  The  recreational 
^ture  of  the  convention,  by  Mrs.  O.  A. 
Kitchen,  Assisted  by  Prof.  T.  B.  Echols,  ffAve 
much-needed  exercise  for  old  and  young  alike. 
Dr.  T.  R.  Davis,  president  of  Samuel  Huston 
College,  put  himself  on  record  in  his  plea 
for  the  colleM.  He  was  ably  assisted  by 
Doctors  Brodcs  and  Echols.  At  the  close 
of  the  convention,  $122.06  was  placed  on  the 
table  for  our  school  at  Austin,  Texas,  which 

of  the  West  Texas  Conference. 
Dr.  W.  M.  Ellison,  district  superintendent, 
thanked  the  pastors  and  members  of  the 
district  for  standing  hard  by  the  church.  The 
model  Sunday  school,  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Marshall  and  Mrs. 
F.  L.  Brownlow,  was  in  advance  of  any 
previous  record.  The  first  prise  of  $2.60 
went  to  the  Schulenhurg  Sunday  school;  the 
second,  a  student  Bible,  was  captured  by 
Yo^m  Sunday  school.  Mr.  Marvin  Ellison, 
of  Yoakum,  was  awarded  the  prise  in  the 
oratorical  contest.  The  1928  convention  goes 
to  Schulenhurg,  Texas.— D.  F.  Vance,  Sec¬ 
retary. 

Obituaries 


THE  VICTORIA  DISTRICT  SUNDAY 

SCHOOL  AND  EPWORTH  LEAGUE 
CONVENTION 

The  Sunday  school  and  Epworth  League 
convention  of  the  Victoria  District,  West 
Texas  Conference,  was  held  at  St.  James, 
Yoakum,  Texas,  August  9-14,  1927.  After 
devotions  the  district  superintendent.  Rev. 
W.  M.  Ellison,  opened  the  meeting  for  busi¬ 
ness.  The  organization  was  as  follows:  D.  F. 
Vance,  secretary;  F.  H.  Bryant,  assistant 
secretary;  George  Waters,  treasurer  of  World 
^rvice;  A.  M.  Mason,  treasurer  of  expense 
*und;  R.  N.  Brooks,  treasurer  of  Pensions 
and  Relief;  and  the  Rev.  Allen  M.  Harris, 
statistician.  Welcome  addresses:  On  behalf 
ot  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
the  Rev.  H.  T.  Cooper;  on  behalf  of  city 
Baptist  Churches,  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Meadows; 
®n  behalf  of  St.  John’s  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Mrs.  F.  L.  Browidow.  Response, 
on  behalf  of  the  convention.  Prof.  P,  S. 
ptevTOs.  Great  sermons  were  preached  by 
the  Revs.  George  Waters;  J.  H.  Marshall; 
«•  W.  Allen,  of  the  Corpus  Christi  District; 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Farmer,  of  Indiana;  Dr.  W.  M. 
tsilison,  district  superintendent;  G.  M.  Mal- 


,  MRS.  CRUSADER  JACKSON  WOODS 
:  PASSES 

'  /-■  ^™sader  J ackson  Woods  was  born  in 

Griffin,  Ga.,  in  1897,  and  departed  this  life 
.  July  4,  1927,  in  a  private  sanitarium  in  New- 
nan,  Ga.,  where  her  father,  the  Rev.  R.  T. 
Jackson,  district  superintendent  of  the  Rome 
I  District,  Atlanta  Conference,  has  been  living 
tor  the  past  nineteen  years.  She  entered  the 
public  schools  of  Newnan,  Ga.,  when  she  was 
a  small  girl,  and  after  completing  the  eighth 
grade  she  entered  McCelland  Academy,  a 
private  school  in  this  city.  After  graduating 
from  this  institution  she  entered  Clark  Uni¬ 
versity,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  graduated  from  the 
Normal  Department.  After  her  graduation 
she  taught  a  few  years  in  the  county  schools 
of  Coweta  County  and  made  an  excellent 
record  as  a  teacher.  She  left  this  community 
and  taught  for  five  years  in  the  public  schools 
of  Bessemer,  'Ala.  She  gave  up  this  work 
on  her  own  accord  and  taught  for  nearly  two 
years  in  the  public  schools  of  Newnan,  Ga., 
doing  a  creditable  work. 

During  her  stay  in  Newnan  she  took  an 
active  part  in  every  phase  of  church  work, 
and  as  a  result  of  her  faithfulness  she  was 
elected  superintendent  of  the  Newnan  Chapel 
Sunday  school. 

She  was  married  to  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Wood, 
a  graduate  from  the  college  and  theologloal 
courses  of  Lincoln  University  and  supervisor 
of  religious  education  in  his  denomination 
for  the  State  of  Georgia.  After  her  marriage 
she  joined  the  Presb^erian  Church,  and  was 
an  asset  to  her  husoand  in  his  work. 

Her  funeral  was  preached  in  the  Newnan 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by  the 
Rev.  F.  Gregg,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Others  assisting  in  the  services  were:  Drs. 
McCoy  and  Wilson,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Cnurch,  and  the  Revs.  Joseph  Griffith,  J.  W. 
Queen,  J.  J.  Jones,  W.  M.  Burch,  and  P.  B. 
Gates,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

She  is  survived  by  her  father,  the  Rev.  R. 
T.  Jackson;  her  mother;  three  sisters:  Mrs. 
Annie  Mae  Jackson,  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.; 
Mrs.  Henrietta  Boon,  of  New  Brighton,  Pa.; 
Miss  Lueenia  JacksiHi,  of  Newnan,  Ga.,  and 
one  brother,  Mr.  John  O.  Jackson,  of  New¬ 
nan,  Ga.,  and  a  host  of  friends. 

The  floral  offerings  were  large  and  many. 
Interment  was  in  the  family  lot  at  Newnan. 
Ga. — H.  W.  Warner. 

ADAMS— Sister  Mary  A.  L.  Adams,  of 
Geor^  Miss.,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Henry 
and  Nancy  Creighton,  was  born  December, 
1866,  and  died  very  suddenly  the  night  of 
April  18,  at  11  o’clock.  She  joined  the  Meth- 


K  odist  Episcopal  Church  In  1886,  under  the 
I,  Rev.  L.  W.  Washington,  and  waa  a  faithful 
I,  member  and  filled  every  office  of  the  church 
I.  assigned  to  her  with  credit  to  the  ehnreh  and 
1  herself.  She  was  prudent  of  the  Ladies’ 
',  Society,  principal,  teacher,  and  treas- 
e  urer  of  the  Sunday  school  at  the  of  ^r 
e  death.  Sister  Adams  was  punctual  to  tiie 
-  duties  of  the  church.  She  paid  every  asscss- 
’,  ment  of  the  church  for  tnlr^-three  years. 
,  She  attended  services  on  Sund^,  April  17, 
1  and  paid  the  pastor’s  salary.  T^o  know  Sis¬ 
ter  Adams  was  to  love  her.  She  was  married 
i  to  the  Rev.  J .  A.  Adams  February,  1919, 
.  and  was  a  faithful  wife.  She  is  missed  in 
I  the  home,  church,  Sunday  school,  and  com- 
I  munity.  She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss,  hus- 
r  band,  one  brother,  niece  and  four  nephews, 
;  many  relatives,  and  a  host  of  friends.  The 
:  funeral  has  not  been  attended  on  account 
I  of  the  rushing  flood.  She  is  gone  but  not 
.  forgotten.— A.  A.  Cheek,  Reporter. 

I  CONERLY — Harry  Conerly,  son  of  Julia 
:  and  Tom  Conerly,  of  Franklinton,  La.,  died 
at  the  Charity  Hoipital  in  New  Orleans,  La., 
June  12,  19^.  lie  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Rev.  C. 

I  D.  C.  Bryan  had  charge  of  the  funeral. — Re¬ 
porter. 

JONES — Sister  Mary  Jones,  a  faithful  mem¬ 
ber  of  Macedonia  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  departed  this  life  April  14, 1927.  She 
had  been  a  member  of  the  church  about  forty- 
five  years,  and  was  dutiful  at  all  times.  She 
served  as  president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  and 
other  offices  in  the  church,  and  was  about 
seventy  years  of  age.  She  was  the  mother 
of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Jarrell,  our  pastor  at  the 
Shady  Grove  circuit.  The  Rev.  C.  Angrnm 
was  in  the  hospital,  and  the  funeral  was 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  C.  Robins,  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Five  sons,  many  grand¬ 
children,  and  friends  mourn  her  departure. — 
Reporter. 

LEATHERWOOD — ^After  a  brief  illness, 
Bro.  George  Leatherwood,  of  Strongs,  Miss., 
passed  to  his  final  reward  on  June  6,  1927. 
He  was  born  in  the  year  1847.  Bro.  Leather- 
wood  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life,  was 
loyal  to  the  church  and  emnmunity,  and 
served  as  steward,  class  leader,  and  other 
offices  of  the  church.  He  leaves  a  wife  and 
many  friends  to  mourn  their  loss.  Tbe  fu¬ 
neral  was  conducted  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev. 
N.  H.  Cooperwood,  and  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Sykes, 
of  the  Baptist  Church. — Moses  Moore,  Re¬ 
porter. 

RICHIE — ^We  regret  to  state  that  on  June 
30,  1927,  about  6  o’clock.  Sister  L.  A.  Richie 
passed  to  her  final  reward,  stating  all  things 
were  well  with  her  and  God.  She  lived  a 
consistent  Christian  life;  was  a  worthy  class 
leader,  Sunday-school  teacher.  Ladies’  Aid 
worker,  and  district  president  of  The  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Society.  Sister  Richie 
was  born  June  80,  1866,  in  Lafayette,  Ala,, 
came  to  Texas  in  1876,  joined  the  Methodist 
odist  Episcopal  Church  in  1869  at  Milford, 
Texas,  united  in  marriage  to  L.  R.  Richie 
in  1888,  and  lived  a  true  life  untU  death. 
She  always  had  a  smile  in  the  darkest  hours. 
She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss,  husband,  three 
children,  three  sisters,  three  brothers,  and  a 
host  of  relatives  and  friends.— The  Rev.  L. 

E.  Muse,  Reporter. 

WILTON — Sister  Myra  B.  Wilton,  of  1609 
Hardtner  Street,  Alexandria,  La.,  was  born 
May  26,  1860,  at  Quadrate,  La.,  and  passed 
from  labor  to  reward  June  19,  1927,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  For  fifty-two 
years  she  was  a  member  of  the  Metbo^st 
Episcopal  Church,  being  one  of  the  founders 
of  Wilton’s  Chapel.  Ministers  and  others 
were  always  made  welcome  in  her  home.  Site 
has  worked  faithfully  and  filled  several  offices 
in  the  church.  For  many  years  she  has  la¬ 
bored  for  the  cause  of  Christ  without  com¬ 
plaint.  To  know  her  was  to  love  her.  Friends 
pf  both  races  mourn  her  departed  life.  She 
was  the  mother  of  seven  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters.  One  son,  one  daughter,  eighteen  grand¬ 
children,  two  great-jgrandchildren,  and  friends 
mourn  their  loss.  The  funeral  services  were 
held  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
at  Boyce,  La.,  by  the  Revs.  London  and  Rob¬ 
inson;  laid  to  rest  in  Wilton’s  Cemetery. — 
Reporter. 
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Cards  of  Thanks 


BENNETT  COLLEGE  FOR  WOMEN 

GREENSBORO.  NORTH  CAROLINA 


'  I  take  this  method  of  thsnldny  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  Mends  of  Asbniy  Ifethodist  Bpis- 
ct^al  Church  for  the  surprise  party  at  the 
dose  of  serrlee  Tuesday  night,  August  16. 

Serenty-ftve  pounds  of  ehdce  groceries  and 
a  purse  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Emma  Wil- 
lourtby.  Remarks  1^  die  Rev.  L.  L.  Gls- 
tand,  of  the  Baptist  C%nrch.  This  party  was 
led  by  Sister  Julia  Goins.  May  the  Lord 
bless  these  good  people. — Chas.  Anderson, 

Pastor. 

The  pastor  and  family  take  this  method 
to  thank  our  friends,  the  brethren  and  sisters 
of  this  work,  for  a  nice  storm  and  surprise 
party.  One  band  came  just  after  the  service 
on.  Sunday  and  came  down  the  aisle  of  the 
church  with  songs,  paduges,  and  cash,  and 
laid  the  same  on  the  table.  The  others  came 
to  the  parsonam  at  8  P.  M.,  and  placed  many 
pounds  of  choice  groceries  and  also  a  cash 
purse  on  the  table.  Prayer  was  offered  and 
a  nice  presentation  speech  made  by  mie  of 
thdr  number.  The  pastor  responded.  We 
thanked  them  and  invKed  them  to  come  again. 

— ^Mrs.  Ida  Bentley  and  family,  Lampton, 

Miss. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
of  Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
a  suit  of  dothes  for  the  district  conference. 

This  movement  was  under  the  management 
of  Sisters  Caroline  Robinson,  Pearl  Wallace, 

Rosa  Thomas,  Maggie  Greer  and  others.  Also 
I  wish  to  thank  tm  members  of  Unicm  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  led  by  Sisters  Exie 
Campbdl,  Mittie  Mosley,  Ella  Rogers,  Oc- 
tavine  Lovell  and  others  for  a  fine  pair  of 
shoes,  shirts,  bat,  socks,  handkerchiefs,  and 
other  needed  artides.  Both  churches  pre¬ 
sented  the  pastor  with  a  cash  purse.  May  the 
choicest  blessings  of  God  rest  upon  them. — 

Rev.  O.  J.  Harvey,  pastor,  Logansport,  La. 

Crescent  City  Note 

Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 

Sunday,  August  21,  was  a  high  day  for  Mt. 

Zion.  The  prayer  service  was  soul-inspir-  _  _ 

ing.  At  11  o’dock  we  were  very  fortunate  bay'  Programs, 
in  having  one  of  the  outstanding  characters  tributed  and  a 
of  Methodism  to  preach  for  us  in  the  per-  sionary  work  w 
son  of  Dr.  Willis  J.  King.  His  text,  “What  xhe  following  a 
does  it  mean  to  be  a  ChristianP’  was  a  mas-  District  Womai 


Climate  Excellent  Campus  Beautiful 

Equipment  Modern  Student  Self-government 

Relationship  with  faculty  wholesome  and  demo¬ 
cratic.  Faculty  composed  of  college  women  chosen 
from  best  schools  in  America. 

Enrollment  1917-18  limited  to  30x5.  For  further 
information  address 

DAVID  D.  JONES,  President. 


DICKS  . 

antiseptic 


vs  ^rORCUT3.WOUNDS.BRIllSeS. 

^  5URNS.SCALDS,CfMMPS.CaiC 

A  PR0MPT6ERMICIDC 

HEAUNO^  SOOTHING* COOLING 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA 


A  pastor-evangelist  would 
like  charge  in  any  State  west  or 
south  of  Indiana.  Always  a  re¬ 
vival;  benevolences  in  full;  a  member  of 
the  North  Indiana  Conference,  now  with 
college;  forty-seven  years  of  age;  wife 
and  child.  Address  AXA,  care  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate. 


never  come  a  time  in  our  lives  when  it  will 
not  cost  tremendously  to  be  a  Christian,” 
will  linMr  long  in  our  memo^.  The  choir 
rendered  “For  You  I  Am  Praying”  very 
sweetly. 

Jerusalem  held  their  anniversai 
The  Rev.  P.  W.  Brown,  pastor,  i 
excellent  sermon. 

$44.11  to  the  church. — Reporter. 

Woman’s  Column 

The  Lexington  District  Conference, 

Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Convention  con¬ 
vened  in  Gunn  Methodist  Episcopal  <%urch, 

August  1,  with  a  splendid  delegation  pres¬ 
ent.  Our  president,  Mrs.  MoUie  R.  Jackson, 
of  Paris,  Ky.,  presided.  Each  session  was 
interesting  and  reports  fine.  A  number  of 

visitors  were  present,  among  whom  was  Miss  session  in  the  bej 
Thelma  J.  Hinton,  who  gave  a  splendid  talk 
on  her  experiences  in  our  own  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  homes,  in  which  she  has 
lived  for  some  years.  We  also  had  present 
our  Conference  president,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Fore¬ 
man,  who  is  a  resident  of  our  district.  We 
sub^vided  our  district  in  an  effort  to 
straighten  out  the  work,  and  appointed  some¬ 
one  hi  each  group  to  supervise.  We  elected 
as  our  president  for  this  year  Mrs.  F.  H. 

Bunton,  of  Maysville,  Ky.,  and  are  to  meet 
in  conjunction  with  our  District  Conference 
at  Paris,  Ky.  We  were  highly  favored  on 


Communion  Service  Outfits 

Individual,  the  present  day 
method— cleanly  and  sanitity. 
A  more  impressive  service. 
Beaudful  sets  at  reasonable 
prices.  Write  for  catalog. 

DaMoulin  Bros,  dk  Co.,  Dept  42,  CieewBe,  IE 


At  _L80_  P.  M.  the  Daughters  of  vice-president;  Mrs.  D.  L.  Mosby,  third 
y  ^^*h  us.  vice-president;  Mrs.  E.  Steens,  fourth  vice- 
-  •  lelivered  an  president;  Mrs.  F.  L.  Brownlow,  Mothers’ 

presented  secretary;  Mrs.  M.  L.  Glover,  Mothers’ 

Day  secretary;  Mrs.  Lena  Kuykendale,  stew- 
ariiship  secretary;  Mrs.  H.  A.  Isaacs,  young 
people's  secretary;  Mrs.  Ella  Daniels,  help- 
Mrs.  G.  M.  Phillips,  offering;  Mrs. 
:erson,  evangelism;  Mrs.  M.  J.  Green, 
supply;  Miss  E.  R.  Dennis,  educational;  Mrs. 
J.  N.  Hooey,  Conference  publicity;  Mrs.  Wm. 
Ellison,  mite  box;  Mrs.  Catherine  Prince, 
emergency.  Total  amount  of  collection, 
$84.26.  The  second  session  was  held  April 
28.  Our  Foreign  Missionary  Society  held 
its  session  in  the  be^nlng.  Much  informa¬ 
tion  was  imparted  by  the  tireless  Mrs.  J. 
N.  Swann,  and  sincere  interest  was  created 
among  us  to  whom  this  organisation  is  new. 
Three  papers  were  read  by  Mesdames  Swann, 
Jordan,  and  Hooey,  and  an  address  was 
given  by  Mrs.  Branch,  of  Vlotoria,  from 
which  we  gathered  much  inspiration.  The 
meeting  was  then  adjourned. — B.  R.  Hooey, 
R^orter. 

Special  Notice 

The  seventeenth  annual  session  of  the 
Charleston  District  Sunday  school,  Epworth 
Lei^^  and  Ladies*  Aid  convention  will  he 
heldut  Wilson  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
nrllle,  S.  C.,  September  21-25.  The 
lunday-school  convention  of  the  Meth- 
Ipiscopal  Church  will  be  held  at  Cum- 
list  Episcopal  Church,  Flor- 
"  1. — ^The  Rev.  A.  R. 
Howard,  District  Superintendent  and  Presi¬ 
dent. 


CHURCH  FURNITURE 
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with  a  drama^  “When  the 
[  £^ke,”  directed'  by  Mrs. 


Pearl  Rankins  Bush,  which  waa  enjoyed  by 
all. — ^Mrs.  Vefana  Watson,  Reporter. 

The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  C<Mivention  State 
of  tibe  Victoria  District  opened  its  first  ses-  odist 
shm,  Friday,  April  22,  our  very  efficient  berland*  M( 
and  capable  president  presiding.  A  lively  ence,  S.^  Cj,  Septeinber  7-9. 
devotionid  service  was  condnetra  by  Sisters 
Wilkerson,  Waters,  Mallory,  Glover,  Brown- 
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From  the  Dark  Tower 

By  Countee  Cullen 


We  shall  not  always  plant  while  others  reap 
The  golden  increment  of  bursting  fruit. 

Not  always  countenance,  abject  and  mute. 
That  lesser  men  should  hold  their  brothers  cheap 
Not  everlastingly  while  others  sleep 

Shall  we  beguile  their  limbs  with  mellow  flute 
Not  always  bend  to  some  more  subtle  brute; 
We  were  not  made  eternally  to  weep. 


The  night,  whose  sable  breast  relieves  the  stark 
White  stars,  is  no  less  lovely  being  dark. 

And  there  are  buds  that  cannot  bloom  at  all 
In  light,  but  crumple,  piteous,  and  fall; 

So  in  the  dark  we  hide  the  heart  that  bleeds. 
And  wait,  and  tend  our  agonizing  seeds. 


— From  "Copper  Sun.  " 
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United  States  Advances  Aviation 

A  Power  for  Peace  or  War 
By  Harry  E.  Woolever 

Editor,  Tko  National  Motkoditt  Pr«$$ 


The  world  has  been  electrified  by  tbe 
great  feats  of  transoceanic  flying  of  re¬ 
cent  weeks.  Prom  both  coasts  of  the 
continental  United  States,  daring  pilots  of  the 
air  have  conquered  long  distances  over  the 
seas,  thus  binding  closer  together  far  parts 
of  the  earth.  Such  unusual  accomplishments 
have  resulted  in  a  nation-wide  interest  in 
travel  by  air,  and  have  proven  a  stimulus 
for  International  good  will. 

These  courageous  adventurers  of  the  air 
are  men  of  splendid  idealism,  and  they  urge 
that  the  airship  be  developed  as  a  means  of 
friendly  intercourse  throughout  the  worid. 
Perhaps  these  experienced  aviators  realize, 
more  than  others,  that  the  airplane  as  an 
Instrument  of  war  can  spread  such  destruc¬ 
tion  among  conflicting  peoples  that  they  dread 
to  think  of  its  use  for  such  a  purpose.  Those 
Americans  who  have  descended  out  of  the  air 
to  land  in  some  European  country,  as  well  as 
those  aviators  of  the  good-will  mission  who 
visited  twenty-two  Latin-American  nations, 
and  also  the  round-the-world  fliers,  have  all 
proven  ambassadors  of  peace  and  good  fellow- 
ship. 

The  recent  achievements  in  the  airwhich  have 
caught  the  attention  of  the  public  are  the  result 
of  long  experimentation  and  scientific  study. 
While  many  nations  have  made  unusual  ad¬ 
vancements  in  aviation  during  recent  years, 
the  progress  made  by  the  United  States  has 
been  most  significant.  This  fact  is  evident 
from  a  brief  outline  of  the  development  of 
aviation  since  May  4^  1894,  when  Professor 
Langley  succeeded  in  raising  a  plane  with  no 
one  in  it.  On  December  17,  1903,  Orville 
Wright  the  first  man  in  the  world  to  fly, 
remained  in  the  air  for  twelve  seconds.  Ti)e 
same  d^,  the  Wright  brothers  made  three 
longer  flights,  the  last  of  which  continued 
for  fifty-nine  seconds  and  covered  a  distance 
of  852  feet.  This  event  took  place  ten 
days  after  Professor  Langley,  for  whose  ex¬ 
perimental  work  in  aviation  Congress  had 
appropriated  $50,000,  had  again  made  an 
attempt  to  fly  but  failed,  because  of  diffi¬ 
culties  with  the  launching  j^ar. 

Four  years  after  their  first  success,  the 
Wright  brothers  accepted  a  challenge  of  the 
army  to  produce  a  machine  which  could 
develop  a  speed  of  thirty-six  miles  per  hour, 
be  able  on  its  trial  flight  to  remain  in  the 
air  an  hour,  carry  two  persons,  and  have 
sufficient  fuel  for  a  flight  of  125  miles.  They 
met  this  challenge  by  producing  a  plane 
which  had  a  speed  of  forty  miles  an  hour, 
and  as  a  result  received  a  bonus  of  $5,000 
in  addition  to  tbe  $25,000,  which  was  their 
bid  for  building  the  plane.  In  1911,  Con¬ 
gress  voted  $125,000  for  aeronautics  and 
training  schools  were  established. 

AIRSHIPS  FOR  COMMERCIAL 
PURPOSES 

The  Post  Office  Department  has  since  1918 
used  airplanes  to  speed  up  the  mail,  and, 
to-day,  more  than  a  dozen  air-mail  routes 
are  operated  by  the  Government  through 
contracts  with  private  companies.  There  are 
now  512  mail  carriers  operating  111  planes 
for  mail  purposes.  There  is  a  twenty-six  to 
twenty-eight-hour  mail  service  between  New 
York  and  San  Francisco,  and  an  overnight 
New  York-Chicago  schedule.  This  latter 
service  was  started  in  July,  1925,  and  in 
the  first  six  months  carried  2,115,000  letters, 
making  a  remarkable  record. 

Tbe  last  Congress  created  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Commerce  the  Bureau  of  Civil  Aero¬ 
nautics,  which  now  has  charTC  of  register¬ 
ing  and  inspecting  all  planes  built  and  fiown 
anvwbere  in  the  United  States.  It  has  pro¬ 
vided  over  2,700  emergency  landing  fields  at 
the  expense  of  tbe  Government,  and  is  equip¬ 
ping  the  airways  with  light  beacons  which  are 
placed  ten  miles  apart.  In  connection  with 
the  Weather  Bureau,  it  supplies  information 
to  aviators  on  the  atmospheric  conditions. 


Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  trans¬ 
atlantic,  the  world  encircling,  and  the  good¬ 
will  cruises  did  much  in  promoting  interna¬ 
tional  friendship,  the  advocates  of  great 
fighting  forces  have  seized  upon  popular  in¬ 
terest  to  make  the  airship  outstandingly  a 
warship  as  far  as  Government  appropria¬ 
tions  are  concerned.  The  groups  in  the 
Army  and  Navy  establishments  who  would 
keep  this  nation  armed  to  a  point  which 
causes  nations  to  fear  and  arm  against  us, 
are  organized  to  take  advantage  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  enthusiasm  for  aviation  to  secure  a  strong 
fighting  air  force  for  both  of  the  armed 
branches  of  the  Government.  This  fosters 
a  competition  among  the  nations  in  the  build¬ 
ing  of  destructive  ships  of  the  air  at  a 
time  when  we  are  trying  to  reduce  the  naval 
armaments  of  the  wond. 

At  present,  the  Army  Air  Corps  has  an 
authorized  strength  of  8,842  enlisted  men  and 
900  officers,  but  the  actual  strength  is  greater 
than  that  stipulated  by  Congress,  there  being 
8^07  enlisted  personnel,  937  officers,  and  116 
flying  cadets.  This  branch  of  the  Army  has 
been  permitted  to  increase  its  numbers  be¬ 
cause  other  divisions  do  not  have  their  full 
quota.  The  Navy  Air  Corps  consists  of 
9,296  men  and  682  officers.  Under  the  five- 
year  program  enacted  by  Congress,  there 
will  be  in  1932  an  army^air  force  consisting 
of  1.650  regular  flying*  officers,  550  reserve 
officers  on  active  duty,  and  16,000  enlisted 
men.  More  than  $21,000,000  will  be  spent  by 
the  War  Department  in  aviation  development 
this  year. 

The  appropriation  for  army  and  navy  air¬ 
ships  by  the  last  Congress  amounted  to  $40,- 
496,300  for  this  year.  The  budget  for  the 
next  Congress  has  an  item  for  fighting  air¬ 
ships  which  considerably  exceeds  this. 

MAKE  AVIATION  PEACEFUL 

One  of  the  most  interesting  developments 
in  aviation  was  the  construction  by  Germany 
of  the  large  airship  named  the  Los  Angeles, 
and  the  handing  over  of  this  ship  to  the 
United  States  as  replacement  for  destroyed 
war  material.  By  a  stipulation  of  the  Ver¬ 
sailles  Treaty,  the  Los  Angeles  cannot  be 
used  as  a  military  craft,  but  only  for  peace¬ 
time  pursuits.  If  the  nations  found  it  pos¬ 
sible  to  specify  respecting  one  ship  of  the 
air  that  it  can  be  used  only  for  peace-time 
pursuits,  cannot  this  same  policy  be  more 
broadly  applied  to  airships?  Colonel  Lind¬ 
bergh,  Commander  Byrd,  and  other  famous 
airmen  have  urged  the  use  of  airships  for 
peace.  After  his  flight  to  France,  where 
the  people  showed  such  enthusiasm  over  the 
victories  which  Americans  had  achieved  in 
the  air.  Commander  Byrd  made  this  appeal: 

“After  all,  our  flight  was  one  of  good 
will.  Why,  for  example,  has  mankind  in¬ 
flicted  on  itself  so  cruel  a  thing  as  war? 

.  .  .  Could  it  be  possible  for  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  crew  of  the  America  to  see  any 
of  these  French  people,  who  have  shown 
such  hospitality  to  us,  destroyed  in  any  war? 
Surely  not  I  .  .  . 

“May  it  not  be  that  aviation  is  an  in¬ 
strument  of  peace?  It  brings  us  closer  to¬ 
gether  as  neighbors  and  so  brings  greater 
knowledge  of  each  other.  And  knowledge 
certainly  meikes  for  tolerance.” 

It  certainly  appears  that  these  leaders 
have  had  dreams  of  aviation  as  a  means  of 
world  peace  and  a  horror  of  its  ever  being 
used  to  smother  out  the  lives  of  millions  of 
people  by  producing  clouds  of  poisonous  gas 
and  other  means  of  death. 

There  are  two  forces  at  work  to  determine 
the  use  to  which  any  outstanding  scientific 
achievements  shall  be  put,  a  destructive  and 
a  constructive.  In  this  case,  those  who  look 
toward  a  period  of  international  conflict 
would  make  airships  the  most  deadly  en¬ 
gines  of  destruction  the  world  has  ever  wit¬ 


nessed.  Those  who  have  faith  that  the  Spirit 
of  Christ  can  overcome  hatreds  among  na-  i 
tions  and  establish  a  reim  of  peace  on 
earth,  deplore  the  threat  which  great  arma¬ 
ments  mean  to  world  tranquillity.  These  lat¬ 
ter  would  see  the  airships  made  great  mes¬ 
sengers  of  peace  and  the  means  of  drawing 
closer  the  family  of  nations. 

The  future  emphasis  which  this  Govern¬ 
ment  will  give  in  the  field  of  aviation  will 
be  determiged  in  the  forthcoming  Congress. 
With  public  interest  high,  the  forces  of  mili¬ 
tarism  will  endeavor  to  get  congressmen  and 
senators  to  vote  large  appropriations  for 
fighting  airships. 

More  and  more  the  churches,  which  are  the 
fountain  heads  of  the  movement  toward  world 
peace,  age  realising  that  their  emphasis  upon 
Christian  ideals  is  needed  in  the  nation’s  cap¬ 
ital.  It  is  here  that  the  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  are  when  their  votes  decide  the  future 
of  the  nation.  Here  it  is  that  the  selfish  and 
ambitious  influences  are  at  work,  and  here 
It  is  that  the  full  force  of  the  constructive 
influence  of  the  church  is  most  needed. 

Eight  of  the  large  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions,  in  addition  to  the  Roman  Catholics, 
have  decided  to  build  great  national  churches 
here  knd  seek  to  have  their  pulpits  strongly 
manned.  This  shows  the  awakened  interest 
there  is  in  making  the  expressions  of  this 
nation,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  Christian. 
This  movement  on  the  part  of  various  com¬ 
munions  makes  more  apparent  what  was  in 
the  minds  of  governmental  officials  and  Chris¬ 
tian  business  men  of  the  capital,  when  they 
received  the  action  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  establishing  at  Washington 
the  National  Methodist  Press  with  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “Why  has  not  the  Protestant  church 
come  before?  Its  influence  is  needed  here.” 

Now  that  the  world  is  entering  into  a 
new  epoch  in  which  ships  of  the  air  are  to 
create  unprecedented  conditions,  the  church 
may  determine  whether  these  winged  cruisers 
are  to  be  instruments  of  peace  or  of  de¬ 
struction.  In  them  are  found  both  possibili¬ 
ties.  The  Christian  citizens,  by  the  use  of 
their  personal  influence  in  the  home  con¬ 
gressional  districts,  and  by  their  united  con¬ 
victions  expressed  through  their  agencies  in 
Washington,  will  largely  decide  the  nature  < 
of  future  aerial  navigation.  The  Christian  ^ 
hope  is  that  it  may  be  primarily  for  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  commerce  and  the  development  of 
interracial  understanding. 

Personal  and  General 

— The  date  of  the  Little  Rock  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  to  be  held  at  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
has  been  changed  from  December  7  to  No¬ 
vember  80. 

— The  Rev.  Moses.  A.  Thompson,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  New  York  District,  may  now 
be  addressed  at  846  Lafayette  Street,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  N.  J. 
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INFREQUENTLY  a  Southern  newspaper  writer 
(whether  temporarily  influenced  by  the  urge  of  con¬ 
stantly  suppressed  ethical  sentiment  to  assert  itself, 
or  whether  by  the  strategy  of  making  to  the  outside  world 
a  gesture  of  justice  in  order  to  save  the  face  of  Southern 
civilization  from  its  sustained  notorious  inequities)  makes 
a  ‘‘Righteous  Appeal  for  Justice.”  Several  days  ago,  in 
his  own  column,  headed  “Looking  and  Listening,”  the  Rev. 
Sam  W.  Small,  in  the  Atlanta  Constitution,  made  “The 
Righteous  Appeal  for  Justice  to  the  State’s  Negro  Col¬ 
leges.” 

Brother  Small  studiously  lays  the  foundation  for  his 
article  by  heaping  on  the  State  fulsome  praise  for  the 
change  of  attitude  experienced  by  the  white  citizens  of 
Georgia  regarding  the  effect  of  education  upon  the  Negro. 
It  IS  a  really  remarkable  evolution  in  the  white  sentiment 
of  Georgia  if,  as  Mr.  Small  affirms,  such  a  conviction  has 
seized  Georgia.  He  says : 

prevalent  in  a  past  generation  that  an  educated  Neirro 
IS  necessarily  an  impudent,  irresponsible,  and  dangerous  personals 

fnH  r^.  ^  contrary,  and  the  fact  is  that  the  most  orderly,  thrifty 
and  productive  Negro  citizens  of  the  State  are  thos^  who  E 
enough  education  to  read,  to  absorb  information  worth  while  and 

whitTo^ToloV^^^  a”S\rSSbir 

I  It  is  not  remarkable  that  Georgia,  though  late,  has  so 
emphatically  come  to  see  eye  to  eye  with  those  wise, 
Christian  Northern  missionaries  and  educators  who, 
decades  ago,  so  courageously  asserted,  and  gave  them- 
se  ves  so  gloriously  to  demonstrate,  that  education  (not 
merely  enough  to  read,  etc.)  makes  out  of  the  Negro  the 
same  type  of  man  and  citizen  that  it  makes  out  of  all 
other  members  of  the  genus  homo.  If  the  white  sentiment 
of  Georgia  had  been  keen  enough  to  discern  and  ac- 
nowledge  this  position  taken  years  ago  by  those  church 
workers  from  the  North,  there  would  have  been  a  different 
tale  told  the  world  about  the  Negro  illiteracy.  Instead 
of  referring  the  mass  of  Negro  illiteracy  to  lack  of  racial 
capacity,  its  true  cause  would  have  been  admitted,  i.  e., 
e  allure  of  the  State  to  give  fair  opportunity  to  all 
of  its  citizens,  whatever  their  color  or  condition. 

Mr.  Small’s  terms,  “Righteous  Appeal,”  “Justice,” 
and  “State’s  Negro  Colleges”  afford  an  interesting  study 
m  Southern  mental  processes,  standards,  and  ethical  ideals. 
For,  where  in  Georgia  are  the  “Negro  colleges”  which  that 
Mate  maintains.?  Barring  one  possible  exception,  we 
should  like  to  have  Brother  Small  designate  his  “State’s 
Negro  colleges.”  How  many  are  there,  even  of  agricul¬ 
tural  colleges  or  vocational  schools  for  the  more  than  a 
mi]  ion  Negro  citizens  of  Georgia.?  And  what,  in  the  eth¬ 
ical  sense  of  the  term,  according  to  Mr.  Small,  would  con¬ 
stitute  “justice”  to  Georgia’s  Negro  colleges— those  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  State?  The  very  term,  “State’s  Negro 
colleges,”  IS  a  cloak  to  cover  that  State’s  criminal  negli- 
^nce  of  the  duty  of  educating  its  colored  citizens  even 
po  read,  to  absorb  information  worth  while,  and  to  man¬ 
age  their  affairs  intelligently.”  And  if  there  were  any 
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“State’s  Negro  colleges”  in  Georgia,  and  if  there  even 
were  some  idea  of  doing  justice  toward  these,  what  does 
Mr.  Small  regard  as  an  appeal  containing  the  righteous 
I  element  which  would  arouse  the  dominant  white  sentiment 
I  in  Georgia  to  do  justice  to  the  “State’s  Negro  colleges”? 

Appealing  to  what  he  regards  as  Georgia’s  sense  of 
justice,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Small  states  the  ground  and  reveals 
the  character  of  his  “righteous  appeal  for  justice  to  the 
State’s  Negro  colleges.”  On  the  basis  of  their  taxable 
property,  which  in  the  past  forty-six  years  has  increased 
to  upwards  of  $47,000,000,  he  justly  says  that  the  State’s 
Negro  population  should  be  educated  as  a  matter  of 
simple,  civilized  justice.  Five  per  cent  of  all  taxes  paid 
in  Georgia  is  paid  by  Negroes,  besides  their  share  paid 
by  all  utility  and  trading  corporations  in  the  State.  Last 
year  they  paid  in  poll  taxes  alone  $78,416.  Though  the 
colored  population  is  forty-one  per  cent  of  the  whole,  the 
tax  showing  is  nothing  less  than  remarkable  considering 
the  enforced  handicaps— civic,  political,  economic,  and 
racial  under  which  Negroes  must  struggle  upward. 

Mr.  Small’s  plea  rests  also  on  the  boasted  position  that 
the  Negro  citizens  are  a  “ward”  on  the  State,  whose  in¬ 
terests,  perforce  of  Southern  political  dogma  and  policy, 
can  be  cared  for  only  through  white  representatives.  The 
position  is,  “We  shut  the  Negro  out  of  politics  and  force 
him  to  accept  such  ‘justice’  as  we,  his  white  representa¬ 
tives,  care  to  give  him  on  the  basis  of  political  expediency.” 
In  this  view  of  the  Negro’s  relation  to  the  State,  the  South 
regards  and  treats  him  as  an  industrial  pawn,  to  be  played 
and  shifted  at  the  mercy  of  the  will  of  the  dominant 
group.  He  has  no  citizenship  significance  in  the  thought 
of  the  South.  Hence  Georgia,  says  Mr.  Small,  should  give 
that  just  treatment  of  their  charges  that  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  whole  State  require.” 

Even  a  further  betrayal  of  the'  character  of  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  Mr.  Small  appeals  to  as  a  means  of  stirring 
his  Georgia  audience  to  give  “justice  to  the  State’s  Negro 
colleges  is  discovered  in  the  following  paragraphs: 

n  ^  legislature  do  not  seem  to  realize  that  the 
NgS  It  SavanMh*7«  ,«ie  Georgia  State  Industrial  CoUege  for 
^  the  State  is  obligated 

federal  trealur^  of  the  Morrill  fund  money  out  of  the 

eral  Xcarl  understand  that  in  ComptroUer  Gen¬ 

eral  Mci^arl  at  Washington  we  have  to  deal  with  a  hard-hniloH  in 

official  whom  the  President  of  the  United 

nS‘buS?  "  NationiU  VudgeY  ct 

intut/l'^otrXLYdK^^^^  entire  f^d 

the  Senators  and  Congress- 

men  from  Georgia  cannot  turn  a  hair  on  his  scalp.  ^ 

the  white  boys  and  girls  of  the 
State  deprived  of  the  great  benefits  of  that  federal  mo^I  we  had 
better  do  the  square  thing  and  give  the  Negroes  their  sh/re^f  i^ 

Behold  the  motive  of  “The  Righteous  Appeal  for 
Justice  to  the  State’s  Negro  Colleges,”  as  made  by  the 
Rev.  Sam  Small!  Its  righteousness  consists  in  its  basal 
value  for  procuring  a  Federal  Government  appropriation 
for  the  white  boys  and  girls  of  the  University  of  Georgia 
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compared  with  whose  equipment,  endowment,  resources,  News  from  the  Far  West 

and  efficiency,  the  State’s  Negro  college  at  Savannah  is  a 

mere  bubUe  on  the  sea.  Think  of  the  motive  which  the  By  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Shaw 


Rev.  Mr.  Small  has  up  his  sleeve  to  convince  the  Georgia 
General  Assembly  of  their  obligation  to  do  justice  to  the 
“State’s  Negro  colleges.”  Virtually,  this  facile  writer 
in  his  “Righteous  Appeal”  tells  white  Georgians : 

“Texas  appropriates  $600,000  for  her  Negro  college.  We  do  not 
believe  snlBciently  in  the  education  of  Negroes  to  allocate  to  the 
State’s  Negro  colleges  so  much;  but  we  ou^t  to  rfve  them  $66,000 
out  of  the  $1,860,000  the  State  has  set  aside  for  hi^r  education. 
If  we  do  this,  it  wlU  assist  us  in  getting  an  additional  big  slice  from 
the  Federal  Government  for  our  big  white  university.” 

Worth  more  than  all  the  traditional,  short-sighted 
arguments  entering  into  Mr.  Small’s  plea,  of  course,  is 
that  Georgia’s  State-supported  Negro  colleges  (whatever 
the  number),  training  Negro  boys  and  girls  in  agriculture, 
the  mechanical  trades,  domestic  science  and  arts,  can 
boast  that  their  graduates  are  conspicuously  absent  from 
Georgia’s  courts,  jails,  and  chain  gangs.  We  are  glad 
that  Mr.  Small  admits  thus  the  social  benefits  of  even 
the  education  of  Negroes,  even  if  he  does  give  credit  for 
the  achievement  of  these  schools  to  their  white  trustees 
and  to  the  State  superintendent  of  education. 

Moved  by  mixed,  questionable,  and  unworthy  motives, 
thus  the  Rev.  Sam  W.  Small,  of  Georgia,  has  sent  forth 
his  “Righteous  Appeal  for  Justice”  to  Georgia’s  “Negro 
colleges”;  in  fact,  to  Georgia’s  one  sole  Negro  college. 
Says  he: 

“To  so  educate  those  young  Negroes  and  send  them  forth  among 
their  people  as  missionaries  and  exemplars  of  Industry  and  thrift 
is  an  investment  in  insurance  of  good  citizenship,  law  and  order, 
and  general  welfare.” 

His  whole  theory  and  appeal  smacks  of  purely  eco¬ 
nomic  or  racial  expediency,  and  is  but  little,  if  any,  ad¬ 
vanced  from  the  typical  old  Southern  position  of 
self-interest  on  part  of  the  majority  group.  Neverthe- 
les,  we  should  like  to  think  Mr.  Small  sincere.  If  he  is, 
his  sincerity  is  sadly  affected  by  his  theory  of  the  relation 
of  the  individual  to  the  State,  or  by  the  clamorous  ma¬ 
terialistic  emphasis  of  the  present  time,  or  by  his  blind¬ 
ness  to  the  claims  of  personality. 

The  Negro,  neither  in  Georgia  nor  elsewhere,  is  to 
be  educated  as  an  economic  or  industrial  tool  for  some 
dominant  social  group.  That  would  be  class  education. 
Violence  would  thus  be  done  to  the  highest  motive  enter¬ 
ing  the  educational  process.  The  determining  factor  and 
motive  in  education  rightfully  is  the  demand  of  personality 
for  self-expression.  Mr.  Small  should  have  based  his  ap¬ 
peal  for  the  grant  of  the  small  mite  of  $65,000  by  the  State 
of  Georgia  to  her  Negro  college  primarily  on  the  ground 
of  the  inherent  right  of  personality  of  Negro  youth,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  youth,  to  development  at  the  hands  of  the 
State  of  Georgia.  As  long  as  Georgia  looks  at  the  Negro 
as  something  apart  from  the  race  of  men,  Georgia  will 
be  moved  to  act  toward  the  Negro  out  of  considci  atio;.s 
different  from  those  influencing  her  attitude  toward 
others.  When  public  sentiment  in  Georgia  reaches  that 
moral  eminence  from  which  it  views  humanity -as  one  en¬ 
tity,  the  State  will  cease  its  efforts  to  justify  on  petty 
grounds  its  just  treatment  of  one  group  and  its  maltreat¬ 
ment  of  the  other.  Georgia,  when  its  people  have  tvolvod 
an  ethical  consciousness,  will  dispense  educational  advan¬ 
tages  to  all  her  population  on  the  moral  principle  that 
education  is  the  rightful  heritage  which  the  State  owes 
to  all  persons  within  the  sovereign  commonwealth. 


The  recent  visit  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Clair  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  marks  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  our 
work  in  the  West.  Great  audiences  greeted  him  in 
Oakland,  San  Francisco,  Berkeley,  and  Los  Angeles. 
That  he  measured  up  to  the  high  standard  of  a  bishop 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  goes  without  saying. 
Our  people  were  justly  proud  of  him. 

The  Rev.  John  W.  Thomas,  recently  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  is  in  charge  of  the  work  in  Oakland.  Under  his 
excellent  leadership,  Taylor  Memorial  has  taken  its  place 
with  the  leading  churches  of  our  group  in  that  city.  Bro. 
Thomas  is  well  educated,  an  excellent  administrator,  and 
a  great  preacher.  His  accomplished  and  consecrated 
wife  is  with  him  heart  and  soul  in  his  great  work  of  King¬ 
dom  building.  Bro.  Thomas  is  one  of  the  few  greatest 
of  our  younger  ministers  who,  in  training,  consecration, 
and  efficiency,  is  able  to  take  good  care  of  any  task  as¬ 
signed  him,  no  matter  how  large  and  difficult. 

Our  work  in  Los  Angeles  and  vicinity  continues  its 
steady  progress.  Shaw  Mission  at  Watts,  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Carter,  is  making  rapid  progress. 
Brother  Carter  also  is  blessed  with  an  intelligent,  conse¬ 
crated,  and  efficient  companion,  who  helps  him  very  much 
in  his  work. 

Bro.  B.  J.  Jordon  is  succeeding  nicely  in  Pasadena; 
he  has  purchased  the  best  church  site  for  our  group  in  that 
beautiful  city,  and  is  planning  to  build  next  year. 

Our  churches  in  Greater  Los  Angeles  are  making  splen¬ 
did  progress.  Hamilton,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev. 
S.  M.  Beane,  has  grown  from  a  mere  mission  to  a  member-^ 
ship  of  300,  and  already  ranks  among  the  leading  churches 
of  the  city.  Pastor  Beane  is  one  of  our  greatest  pastors 
and  preachers  in  the  connection.  He  is  called  upon  to 
preach  more  occasional  and  lodge  sermons  than  any  other 
preacher  in  Los  Angeles,  without  regard  to  the  size  of 
his  church. 

The  writer  of  this  article  hesitates  to  say  much  about 
Wesley,  lest  he  be  criticized  for  boasting  and  boosting 
himself  and  his  work.  At  any  rate,  Wesley  is  making 
splendid  progress.  It  puts  on  a  program  of  worship  and 
services  unexcelled  by  any  of  the  churches,  perhaps  of 
any  group,  in  our  great  city.  We  boast  of  the  largest 
church-service  attendance  of  young  people,  between  the 
ages  of  fourteen  and  twenty-five,  of  any  church  of  any 
race  in  proportion  to  its  membership.  It  is  a  regular 
thing  to  have  in  our  morning  services  from  150  to  250 
young  people  of  high-school  and  college  age. 

Wesley  ranks  among  our  greatest  churches.  The 
popularity  of  her  pastor,  in  spite  of  ten  years  of  serv¬ 
ice,  is  indicated  by  the  increase  of  his  salary,  last  year, 
from  $2,600,  house,  and  automobile,  with  expenses,  to 
$3,000,  house,  automobile,  and  expenses. 

Sunday,  August  7,  was  the  greatest  day  our  churches 
in  Los  Angeles  ever  had.  Bishop  Clair  preached  to 
crowded  houses  at  Hamilton  in  the  morning,  and  at  Wes¬ 
ley  in  the  evening.  The  West  will  not  soon  forget  the 
visit  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Clair.  While  we  were  wonder¬ 
fully  impressed  by  the  bishop,  we  considered  him  happy 
in  the  choice  of  his  very  friendly,  well-educated,  and  con¬ 
secrated  companion.  ^ 


LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


As  It  Was  in  the  Beginning 

PROFESSOR  PERCY  H.  BOYNTON,  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Chicago,  has  drawn  in  a  recent  article  in 
The  Saturday  Review  a  striking  parallel  between 
the  intellectual  and  spiritual  conditions  of  the  age  in 
which  Methodism  took  its  rise,  and  the  present  day.  His 
observations  are  richly  suggestive  of  the  possibilities  of 
history  repeating  itself  in  a  spiritual  movement  of  the 
twentieth  century,  following  a  period  with  many  charac¬ 
teristics  in  common  with  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  which  preceded  the  Evangelical  Revival.  He 
says: 

“This  obsMvation  Is  richly  suggestive.  The  whirligig  of  time  seems 
to  have  brought  m  ba^  to  the  point  of  attack  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tary.  From  D^den  s  McFlecknoe,  past  The  Dunciad  and  Trumbuil’s 
Progress  of  Dullness,  to  tte  Baevlad  and  Maevlad  and  English  Bards 
and  Scotch  Reviewers,  duUness  was  under  relentless  assault  in  an 
age  of  realism.  In  the  same  generations  the  campaign  against  senti¬ 
mentalism  was  equally  strong,  and  ‘enthusiasm,’  which  was  the  often 
used  Muivalent,  was  rerarded  by  the  elect  as  infra  dig. 

IK  M  of  the  time  so  compieteiy  stripped 

certainty  except  in  his  own  existence  t^t 
there  was  no  room  for  any  fundamental  faiths— least  of  aU  for  a  ra¬ 
tional  optimism.  The  parallel  is  full  of  analogies  for  which  there  is 
no  space  here.  It  is  enough  to  propound  that  the  world-weary  ultra- 

***«  eighteenth  centu^.  But 

to'tZ  o’d  wi,“' 

Professor  Boynton  then  points  out  that  at  the  very 
height  of  that  campaign  against  what  was  called  “dull¬ 
ness,”  after  the  manner  of  so  many  modern  “prophets” 
to-day  and,  in  the  midst  of  a  rather  general  bankruptcy 
of  fundamental  faiths,  Whitefield  and  the  Wesleys  ap¬ 
peared,  and  irresistible  new  spiritual  tides  were  set  run- 
•  mng  in  the  life  of  the  nation.  To  use  his  own  words, 
“after  common  sense  had  stood  it  as  long  as  human  en¬ 
durance  could  last,  a  transcendental  philosophy  blithely 
kicked  over  the  traces  of  negativism  and  insisted  on  the 
right  to  believe  in  ideas  dictated  by  hope.” 

The  parallel  with  many  conditions  to-day  is  well  worth 
pondering.  That  there  is  a  widespread  “negativism” 
which  weighs  oppressively  on  multitudes  cannot  be  denied. 
That  the  spiritual  nature  of  man  is  bound  to  “kick  over 
the  traces”  as  it  did  in  the  eighteenth  century  is  the  pro¬ 
found  belief  in  man. 

But  the  spiritual  movement  which  will  play  the  part  in 
the  twentieth  century  which  the  Evangelical  Revival  did  in 
the  eighteenth,  must  be  just  as  deeply  rooted  in  the  reali¬ 
ties^  of  experience.  Such  a  spiritual  rebirth  can  never  be 
achieved  by  a  superficial  evangelism  which  consists  mostly 
in  mouthing  over  old  phrases  and  shibboleths,  or  by  a 
commercialized  evangelism  accompanied  by  a  big  ballyhoo. 


The  Enriched  Conference  Session 

The  simultaneous  meeting  of  the  three  Ohio  Annual 
Conferences  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  this  week  is  not 
only  a  memorable  gathering,  with  a  rich  and  stimu¬ 
lating  program,  but  it  is  also  a  conspicuous  example  of  a 
trend  which  has  been  going  on  for  several  years  among 
the  Annual  Conferences  of  Methodism,  a  trend  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  increasing  the  educational  and  inspirational  value 
of  the  Annual  Conference  session.  Such  a  program  as  is 
being  carried  out  for  the  joint  meetings  of  the  threi  Con¬ 
ferences  in  Delaware  adds  a  permanent  strength  and  value 
to  the  ministry  and  the  churches  of  a  whole  State. 

Too  often  the  Annual  Conference  session  has  been  a 


needlessly  dreary  treadmill  of  duU  routine,  concerned  with 
the  most  formal  kind  of  reports,  foUowing  a  routine  of 
questions  hopelessly  stereotyped.  The  lack  of  any  real 
interest  has  made  many  a  session  not  only  a  weariness, 
but  a  means  of  dampening  many  a  minister’s  enthusiasm. 

But  a  great  change  has  been  going  on  in  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  Conferences,  changes  aiming  to  lift  the  session  out 
of  the  dreary  realm  of  mechanics  into  the  realm  of  spirit- 
ual  dynamics.  The  Annual  Conference  session  should  not 
be  the  repetition  of  a  lifeless  routine  in  which  the  most 
thrilling  event  is  the  fatigued  voice  of  the  faithful  Bishop 
announcing,  “We  wiU  now  take  up  Question  Thirteen,”  or 
the  annual  visit  of  Board  Secretaries.  The  Delaware 
meeting  ought  to  have  a  large  influence  in  making  the 

Conference  session  a  greater  educational  and  spiritual 
force. 

The  Pitfall  of  Threatening 

Dr.  JOHN  A.  HUTTON,  of  London,  in  a  recent 
interview  has  raised  the  question  whether  a  great 
deal  of  preaching  does  not  specialize  a  little  too 
much  in  exhortation  and  too  little  in  instruction.  Kis 
query  is  well  worth  facing.  He  says : 

IndiffJr^n/  Sr’  tempted,  face  to  face  with  an 

to  adopt  the  language  of 

iu  of  M  We  who  helS^  have 

b^allowed  the  world  to  rattle  us  out  of  our  final 
quietness  and  confidence.  We  have  become  querulous,  passionate, 
outsiders  the  impression  that  we^  are  dis- 
s^isfi^,  or  that  we  suspect  we  are  heaten.  Thus  we  have  lost  our 

and  to  our  invitations  that  outsiders 
hould  come  and  share  our  life,  these  reply  in  effect:  ‘Share  what? 
Life  seems  to  you  no  less  a  worried  thing  than  with  us  Your  seal 
sometimes  has  even  the  note  of  envy,  as  though  you  coifed  at  y^r 

ness:  if fa^  hy  yo^go^^^^^^^^^ 

Knowing:  the  Scriptures 

Dr.  CHARLES  R.  brown,  dean  of  the  School  of 
Religion  of  Yale  University,  in  discussing  the  need 
for  Bible  teaching  illustrated  his  point  by  telling 
of  an  examination  paper  recently  turned  in  by  a  young 
lady  in  an  educational  institution,  who  was  asked  to  tell 
what  she  knew  about  “Magna  Carta.”  Her  answer  was 
that  Magna  Carta  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  who  was  seriously  wounded.  His  wife,  hearing  of 
the  incident,  immediately  went  to  him,  picked  up  his  gun, 
took  his  place  in  the  battle,  and  said,  “Shoot,  if  you  must, 
this  old  gray  head,  but  I  will  fight  it  out  on  this  line  if 
it  takes  all  summer.” 

It  is  not  too  great  a  travesty  on  the  knowledge  of  the 
Bible  commonly  found.  L 


High  Peaks  in  Preaching 

1  IMAGINE  that  if  any  preacher  who  has  tried  to 
make  a  going  concern  of  changing  churches  for 
about  thirty  years  would  make  a  graph  of  his 
themes,  he  would  find  that  he  has  reached  his  peaks  in 
those  sermons  which  grew  most  directly  out  of  his  deep¬ 
est  experiences  and  address  themselves  most  directly  to 
the  enduring  needs  of  his  congregations,  and  that  his  main 
lines  lead  through  old  regions  with  the  old  signposts  of  the 
Christian  faith  for  range  finders.  There  must  be  some- 
thing,  after  all,  in  such  permanent  progress. 

G.  Glenn  Atkins. 
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Church 
Architecture 
and 

Spiritual  Life 

Too  Many  Churches  Can  Be  Mis¬ 
taken  for  a  Garage  or  a 
Court  House 

By  Bishop  Wilbur  P.  Thirkield 

FIRBT  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH,  WARREN,  PA. 


‘Within  the  cathedral,  I  find  my  way  to  the  cathedral  within  me.” 

— Bernard  Shaw. 


Before  me  He  reproductions  of  four 
church  buildings.  Two  of  these  remind 
one  of  the  word  of  Emerson  concerning 
EngHsh  churches,  “Their  architecture  glows  with  faith  in 
immortality.”  To  the  other  two  the  word  of  Bernard 
Shaw  in  his  “Going  to  Church”  may  well  be  applied,  “The 
bishop  may  consecrate  the  building  until  he  is  black  in 
the  face  without  making  a  real  church  of  it.” 

Of  the  first  church  an  article  on  its  dedication  states 
that  to  the  pastor  “the  vision  of  a  new  church  began  to 
appear.”  But  in  the  completed  structure  there  is  ap¬ 
parent  no  spiritual  vision,  no  aspiration,  no  prayer,  no 
upward  lift.  There  it  stands,  angular,  with  unadorned 
windows,  all  without  a  single  ecclesiastical  suggestion  in 
the  structure.  Not  even  an  uplifted  cross  appears.  The 
only  heaven-aspiring  feature  is  the  chimney.  Neither  the 
plain,  square  windows  nor  the  latticed  ventilator  on  the 
front  suggests  worship  or  gives  a  single  ecclesiastical 
note. 

A  Church  Which  Might  Be  Mistaken  for  a  Garage 

Why  call  it  a  church?  It  might  be  a  business  build¬ 
ing  or  an  apartment  house.  If  the  front  door,  with  its 
projecting  hood,  were  broader,  it  might  be  taken  for  a 
garage.  And  the  account  of  the  dedication  carries  out 
the  suggestions  of  the  exterior:  “The  departments  of 
the  Sunday  school  are  equipped  thoroughly  to  meet  the 
latest  developments  in  the  administration  of  a  school  of 
religious  education,  graded  and  efficiently  directed.  The 
adult  classes  have  rooms  equipped  for  the  work  so  that 
the  school  is  actually  housed  in  work,  play,  and  study 
periods.  There  are  seventeen  rooms  equipped  with  elec¬ 
tricity,  hot  water,  and  other  conveniences.  The  church 
building  will  last  for  a  hundred  years  and  be  a  show  place 
in  the  town.  It  represents  the  spirit  of  adventure.”  Now 
this  may  be  good  as  far  as  it  goes.  But  it  will  be  noted 
that  while  modern  physical  equipment  for  instruction, 
work,  play,  and  “refreshment”  is  emphasized,  provision 
for  worship,  prayer,  and  the  sacramental  life  of  the  house 
of  God  is  not  named. 

The  second  structure  has  tall  columns  along  the 
straight  front.  “And  on  the  top  of  the  pillars  was  (no) 
Uly  work ;  so  was  the  work  of  the  pillars  finished.”  That 
is,  strength,  but  no  beauty.  From  the  center  rises  a  non- 
(]aai>]dpt  square  structure  with  great  comer  pillars  sur¬ 


mounted  by  a  flat  dome.  There  is  not  a  single  outward 
suggestion  that  it  is  designed  as  a  house  of  worship.  It 
might  serve  as  a  Christian  Science  center  or  possibly  a 
Jewish  temple.  It  might  well  be  taken  for  a  court  house, 
library,  or  town  hall.  While  a  cross  might  designate 
either  of  these  buildings  as  a  house  of  Christian  worship, 
it  would  seem  startlingly  incongruous  in  view  of  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  structures. 

Architecture  Which  Glows  With  Faith 

In  striking  contrast  are  the  pictures  of  the  other  two 
churches.  One  is  a  singularly  attractive  church  of  per¬ 
pendicular  Gothic.  Its  noble  lines,  its  upreaching  mul- 
lioned  windows,  the  whole  crowned  with  a  dignified  and 
impressive  tower  with  aspiring  finials,  “fling  the  archi¬ 
tecture  into  aspiration.”  It  is  dignified,  churchly,  and 
suggests  worship.  It  turns  the  mind  to  the  unseen  and 
eternal. 

The  fourth  church,  with  its  sharply  pointed  spire,  re¬ 
minds  one  of  the  word  of  Bishop  Quayle :  “A  spire  springs 
skyward  and  the  observer  knows  a  church  is  set.  It  is 
from  the  skies  and  to  the  skies.”  As  far  as  this  spire 
can  be  seen  it  reminds  one  of  God  and  is  a  call  to  wor¬ 
ship.  Of  these  two  churches  the  word  of  Bernard  Shaw 
may  well  be  written:  “My  appeal  to  the  master  is,  mir¬ 
ror  this  cathedral  for  me  in  enduring  stone ;  make  it  with 
hands ;  let  it  direct  its  sure  and  clear  appeal  to  my  senses, 
so  that  when  my  spirit  is  vaguely  groping  after  an  elusive 
mood,  my  eye  shall  be  caught  by  the  skyward  tower, 
showing  me  where,  within  the  cathedral,  I  may  find  my 
way  to  the  cathedral  within  me.  With  a  right  knowledge 
of  this  great  function  of  the  cathedral  builder,  and  craft 
enough  to  set  an  arch  on  a  couple  of  pillars,  make  doors 
and  windows  in  a  good  wall,  and  put  a  roof  over  them, 
any  modest  man  might,  it  seems  to  me,  build  churches 
as  they  built  them  in  the  middle  ages,  if  only  the  pious 
founders  and  parson  would  let  him.” 

l 

Choosing  a  Plan 

For  “cathedral”  let  us  read  church.  The  same  prin¬ 
ciples  of  architecture  apply.  And  the  minister  may  have 
the  same  “pious  founders”  to  co-operate  or  to  contend 
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JT  IS  deplorable  that  over  the  land  there  are  numberless  misshapen,  ramshackle 

within  "rh  meaningless  decorations  u  ithout  and 

ithin.  churches  fornted  like  a  theater;  churches  with  pulpits  all  askew  and  in  a 

corner  churches  on  the  model  of  pagan  temples,  following  the  pattern  set  by  the 
Christian  Scientists;  churches  that  require  a  sign  to  tell  that  they  are  not  court 
houses,  town  houses  or  public  libraries;  churches  that  profane  the  word-' Let  the 
beauty  of  the  Lord,  our  Cod.  rest  upon  us'" 


witli.  From  personal  experience  I  have  confidence  that 
tact  and  persuasion  and  some  knowledge  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  and  ideals  of  ecclesiastical  architecture  will  win  For 
example,  take  the  “Little  Cathedral”  Trinity  Church  at 
San  Antonio.  There  was  division  among  the  trustees 
as  to  type  of  architecture.  There  was  strong  determina¬ 
tion  that  a  local  architect  should  dominate  and  direct  the 
plans.  It  cost  me  repeated  visits  from  New  Orleans. 
Finally  they  were  led  to  secure  plans  from  the  Bureau  of 
Architecture  and  wisely  to  employ  a  local  supervising 
architect.  Thus  this  noble  and  inspiring  Gothic  interior 
was  secured.  The  Sunday-school  and  social  rooms  con¬ 
stitute  the  transepts.-  Under  the  entire  structure  are 
spacious  rooms  for  general  assembly  and  recreational  ac¬ 
tivities.  Just  where  they  should  be — subordinated  to  the 
structure  and  not  the  dominant  element. 

It  was  my  lot  to  face  the  same  problem  at  New  Or¬ 
leans,  where  the  remnant  of  the  St.  Charles  Avenue 
Church  and  the  Franklin  Avenue  English-speaking  Ger¬ 
man  Church  were  united,  to  save  a  despairing  situation. 
It  was  natural  that  a  competent  commercial  architect, 
son  of  an  honored  trustee,  should  be  desired.  The  way 
out  was  again  found  in  securing  plans  from  the  Bureau 
of  Architecture  and  his  employment  as  consulting  archi¬ 
tect.  Now  on  the  spacious  Napoleon  Avenue  lot  which 
we  secured  stands  an  attractive  Gothic  church  with  a  wor¬ 
shipful  auditorium.  In  the  transept,  fronting  the  open 
square,  which  gives  breadth  and  impressiveness  to  the 
structure,  are  ample  modern  facilities  for  the  various  as¬ 
sembly  and  recreational  activities  of  the  church. 

In  building  the  Italian  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  New 
Orleans,  plans  were  secured  from  an  architect  of  imagi¬ 
nation  and  religious  feeling.  So  it  stands  there  as  if  it 
had  sprung  up  out  of  the  soil  of  Italy  with  bell  tower 
surmounted  by  a  cross.  Within,  the  main  aisle  leads  not 
up  to  the  pulpit  or  organ  pipes  as  central  and  dominant, 
but  to  the  chancel,  over  which  swings  an  arch,  behind 
which  are  concealed  electric  lights.  The  pulpit  and  lec¬ 
tern  are  on  either  side,  and  the  altar  (Webster:  “In  the 
Christian  church  a  communion  table”)  stands  against  the 
wall  back  of  the  chancel  rail.  The  side  aisles  are  given 
a  cloistral  effect,  and  the  heavy  structural  work  is  open 
and  extends  into  the  peak  of  the  roof  with  genuine  Gothic 
effect.  Shall  we  not  make  appeal  to  the  traditions,  ex¬ 
perience,  and  religious  feeling  of  foreign  groups  in 

churches  that  suggest  what  they  have  known  since  child¬ 
hood? 

So  it  is  that  the  church  itself  should  be  an  aid  to  the 
spirit  of  worship.  The  real  church  should  have  in  it  the 


note  of  aspiration  and  prayer,  and  should  suggest  the 
unseen  and  eternal. 

Did  Inherit  &  Church  Architecture 
from  John  Wesley? 

The  question  is  pertinent.  Did  we  inherit  a  certain 
type  of  church  buildings  from  the  Wesleyans?  It  is  well 
known  that  John  Wesley  permitted  only  chapels,  and  these 
^uld  not  be  open  for  service  on  communion  Sundays. 
Ihe  traditions,  oflices,  and  ritual  of  the  English  church 
were  so  dear  to  Wesley  through  cherished  memories  and 
long  associations  that  when,  in  1788,  he  visited  a  new 
chapel  in  Glasgow  with  a  tinge  of  foreboding  he  notes 
the  fact  that  “It  has  a  pulpit  on  one  side.  Perhaps  an 
omen  of  what  may  be  when  I  am  gone.”  Dean  Inge,  who 
admi^ts  that  the  defection  of  the  Wesleyans  was  “a  blow 
to  the  Church  of  England  as  irreparable  as  the  loss  of 
northern  Europe  to  the  papacy,”  speaks  of  the  lack  of 
taste  that  “covered  England  with  the  ostentatiously 
hideous  chapels  of  the  W^esleyans.” 

What  wonder  that  James  Smetham,  friend  of  Ruskin, 
artist  and  Methodist  class  leader,  was  constrained  to 
wnte  in  one  of  his  engaging  letters:  “I  am  a  Methodist, 
and  I  am  well  content  to  be  one;  but  I  have  to  deplore 
that  to  be  at  once  an  artist  and  Methodist  is  a  puzzling 
position  in  the  universe,  which  it  would  take  much  palaver 
to  explain.”  Now  this  is  all  wrong  and  utterly  incongru¬ 
ous.  All  of  beauty  and  strength  in  art  belong  'to  Meth¬ 
odism,  yet  who  can  doubt  that  many  devout  people  of 
culture  and  refinement,  with  a  feeling  for  order  and  rev¬ 
erence  in  the  church  service  and  for  “the  beauty  of  the 
Lord  our  God  to  rest  upon”  the  sanctuary,  have  had 
similar  trials.  Too  many  have  slipped  away  into  other 
communions.  In  spite  of  our  Wesleyan  tradition,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  in  our  swift  and  victorious  march  over 
a  continent  and  the  wonderful  conquest  of  a  new  and  often 
rude  civilization,  our  noble  ritual  inherited  in  the  Wesley 
Sunday  service  was  wisely  thrust  aside,  and  our  churches 
were  often,  mere  audhtoriums,  let  us  realize  that  a  new 
era  in  art  and  architecture  have  come  to  America,  and 
happily  larger  advance  has  been  made  in  church  archi¬ 
tecture  in  the  last  decade  than  in  the  past  one  hundred 
years. 

Art  of  Worship  the  Mother  of  All  Arts 

If  historical  religion  is  the  source  of  art  and  “the 
art  of  worship  is  the  mother  of  all  arts,”  neither  in  its 
architecture  nor  ritual  should  there  be  a  divorce  from 
art.  Archdeacon  Freemantle  has  well  said  that  art  may 
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bec<»ne  a  binding  link 
between  men  and  draw 
them  together  toward 
God.  We  may  not 
then  ignore  art,  which 
is  the  handmaid  of  re¬ 
ligion.  It  should 
make  its  appeal  to 
imagination  and  emo¬ 
tion  and  should  turn 
the  thought  of  men  to 
God.  Truly,  in  un¬ 
numbered  churches 
the  canons  of  archi¬ 
tecture,  which  has 
been  called  a  most 
conspicuous  symbol  of 
religion,  have  been 

grievously  violated.  Many  devout  souls  have  been  al-  ence  of  the  Divine  mystically  real.  Methodism, 
ienated  also  by  the  impoverished  forms  of  worship  in  our  doctrine  of  the  direct  witness  of  the  Spirit,  is  a  mystical 
Protestant  churches  through  lack  of  order,  impressive-  religion.  In  our  old  class  meetings  were  found  many  pil- 
ness  and  reverence.  In  a  chapter  on  “Opulent  Worship,’*  grims  of  the  mystic  way.  With  the  dying  out  of  the 
Dr.  Joseph  speaks  of  one  who  widely  visited  churches  and  class  meeting  we  are  feeling  the  loss  of  the  mystic  ele- 
found  the  average  non-liturgical  building  designed  as  an  ment.  We  need  a  revival  of  the  mystical  in  heart  and  life, 
auditorium,  and  not  as  a  shrine,  failing  to  satisfy  the  In  this  day  when  the  world  in  its  architecture,  its  movies, 
craving  for  worship,  “while  the  liturgical  type  of  church  and  its  music  capture  eye  and  ear  and  charm  the  imagi- 
building  was  designed  as  a  house  of  prayer,  with  an  at-  nation,  all  helps  through  religious  music  and  liturgy,  as 
mosphere  of  reverence  and  worship.”  It  is  an  impressive  well  as  through  architecture,  should  be  welcomed.  There 
fact  that  the  cross  is  now  being  restored  to  our  church  is  close  relation  between  the  type  of  cliurch  and  the  spirit 
buildings.  And  if  a  suspended  cross  within  the  sanctuary,  of  worship  within.  If  it  has  in  it  the  note  of  aspiration 
why  not  the  same  cross  on  the  communion  table.?  Is  not  and  prayer  and  suggests  the  unseen  and  eternal;  if  it 
the  cross  the  symbol  of  the  redeeming  life  and  sacrifice  brings  the  soul  into  vital  touch  with  the  “powers  of  the 
of  Christ?  Thus  we  sing  “When  I  survey  the  wondrous  world  to  come” ;  inspires  lofty  ideals;  gives  a  sense  of  the 
cross”  and  “In  the  cross  of  Christ  I  glory.”  It  may  immediacy  of  God,  and  “draws  the  heart  from  earth  and 
serve  to  direct  the  thought  and  infiuence  the  imagination  sickens  it  of  passing  shows  and  dissipating  mirth,  it 
in  Christian  worship.  It  is  related  that  Tissot,  the  artist,  gives  strength  and  inspiration  to  the  minister  who,  as 
saw  a  cross  suspended  in  the  apse  of  the  Madaleine  in  priest,  mediates  between  man  and  God  in  behalf  of  and 
Paris.  It  gave  him  a  vision  of  the  Redeemer  and  inspira-  with  His  people  and  as  prophet  comes  from  God  to  “speak 
tion  for  his  great  work  on  the  “Life  of  Christ.”  in  the  temple  to  the  people  all  the  words  of  this  life.” 

Why  build  churches  in  which  the  canons  of  taste  and  Thus  through  the  atmosphere  of  the  church  building  it- 
beauty  are  violated?  Goodness  and  truth  may  be  joined  self  and  through  the  spirit  of  devout  worship,  there  may 
with  beauty.  It  was  pleasing  to  God  that  there  was  “lily  come  a  real  consciousness  of  God  and  there  may  be  in¬ 
work  on  the  pillars  of  the  temple.”  A  hopelessly  ugly  spired  a  deepened  sense  of  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the 
church  is  really  irreligious,  if  that  is  the  proper  term  to  church  as  spiritual  home,  refuge,  and  helper  of  the  soul, 
express  the  fact  that  in  so  many  churches  not  a  single  reli-  Chattanooga,  tenn. 

A  “City  Mother”  Talks  About 

Boys  and  Girls 

A  Los  Anereles  Municipal  Official  Who  “Mediates  Between  Youth  and  Age’’ 

By  Uthai  Vincent  Wilcox 
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gious  idea  is  symbol¬ 
ized.  No  spiritual  feel¬ 
ing  or  ecclesiastical 
tone  or  atmosphere  is 
manifest.  They  are 
not  calculated  to 
deepen  religious  expe¬ 
rience  or  to  advance 
the  spirit  of  worship. 

The  church  may 
stand  as  a  symbol. 
Let  us  not  be  afraid 
of  symbolism, 
warmth,  and  color 
which  make  their  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  imagina¬ 
tion  and  may  serve 
to  make  the  pres- 


1F  THERE  is  one  cry  heard  above  another  when  youth 
is  talking  of  old  age,  it  is  the  cry  for  understanding 
and  appreciation  of  motives.  Youth  complains  bit¬ 
terly  that  parents  do  not  understand;  that  they  judge  in 
terms  of  the  long  ago ;  that  they  attribute  meanness  when 
youth  in  its  impulsiveness  means  kindness.  Youth  com¬ 
plains  that  age  judges  wrongly  because  young  people 
now  are  born  into  a  world  period  unrivaled  for  its  nervous 
tension  and  tensity.  Whatever  the  specific  charge  that 
youth  hurls  back  at  age,  it  is  based  on  the  lack  of  under¬ 


standing.  Because  this  charge  is  basic — rightly  or 
wrongly — youth  dares  the  old  conventions,  and  tries  for 
the  new  thrill;  and  parents  gasp,  or  threaten,  or  fail  to 
do  anything  at  all;  that  is,  all  too  many  of  them  fail  to 
do  anything.  Mothers  will  go  to  the  matinee  or  to 
their  study  clubs  or  shopping  and  cease  longer  to  try  to 
understand  perplexing  children. 

And  because  parents  have  apparently  given  up  try¬ 
ing  to  understand  the  young  folks  that  they  have  brought 
into  their  own  circle,  others  have  seen  the  crying  need 


neis  more  through  ignorance  than 
through  natural  tendencies  toward 
vice  She  adores  pretty  clothes  and 
attention,  and  because  she  has  drifted 
away  from  mother  and  is  being 
strongly  influenced  by  outside  condi¬ 
tions,  she  is  slowly  drawn  into  perilous 
paths. 

**The  ideal  mother,  strong  in  the 
strength  of  her  love  and  wisdom, 
would  reach  out  a 
with  wise  t 
tender  feet 


Mrs.  Aletha  Gilbert,  city  mother  HIBJwfln.i 
of  the  great  city  of  Los  Angeles,  said  ^ 

to  me  recently:  “I  find  the  lack  of 
understanding  between  the  parent 
and  the  child  is  often  responsible  for  ^ 

grave  difilculties.  In  these  cases  we  act  as  mediators  and 
try  to  establish  harmonious  relations.” 

Think  of  the  indictment  there !  IVIediators  are  needed 
between  parents  and  youth.  But  Mrs.  Gilbert  from  long 
years  of  sympathetic  city  experience  speaks  from  a  full 
knowledge  of  her  task  of  helping  both  parents  and  youth. 
She  holds  no  defense  for  the  one  as  against  the  other, 
unless  it  be  this  same  lack  of  understanding. 

“There  are  so  many  cases  where  the  child  has  gotten 
beyond  the  control  of  the  parents  before  they  realize  it,” 
she  said.  “I  will  illustrate  with  a  typical  case  of  parents 
who  were  too  greedy  for  the  almighty  dollar.”  She  told 
of  the  seriousness  of  the  case  and  the  need  of  getting  boy 
and  girl  and  parents  to  her  office  for  a  frank  talk  and 
an  attempt  at  An  understanding.  “After  talking  with 
the  parents  I  made  thenl  see  they  were  greatly  to  blame 
for  this  condition  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  mother  was 
away  at  work  when  there  was  no  necessity  for  it,  as 
the  father  had  a  very  fine  position.”  It  was  that  self- 
ish  desire  for  money  that  blinded  them  to  the  life  of  their 
^children. 

Mrs.  Gilbert  continued :  “So  many  parents  seem  to 
be  asleep  to  the  dangers  which  surround  their  children. 
Dangers  have  multiplied  an  hundred  fold  in  the  past 
twenty-five  years  to  our  boys  and  girls.  Multiplied 
means  of  easy  communication,  swift  travel,  and  diversified 
amusement  constitute  nothing  less  than  menaces  to  moral¬ 
ity.  Girl  nature,  however,  is  just  the  sam< 
trustfulness,  the  same 
love  of  admiration,  the 
same  susceptibility  to 
masculine  appeal — a  n  d 
society  just  as  merciless 
in  case  of  a  mistake,  and 
mankind  just  as  indiffer¬ 
ent. 

Parents  Sound 
Asleep 

“Take  the  young 
girl  just  budding  into 
womanhood  who  has 
never  been  counselled  on 
the  privileges  and  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  her  sex 
she  knows  nothing  of 
life’s  great  mysteries ; 
she  is  swayed  by  a  thou¬ 
sand  emotions  which  she 
does  not  understand,  and 
^hich  are  all  too  often 
turned  into  wrong  chan- 


detaining  hand  and 
and  loving  counsel  bring  the 
--  again  into  the  paths  of 
^  duty  and  rectitude,  teaching  the  eager 

— ^  eyes  to  see  the  paths  of  truth  and 
service,  and  the  idle  hands  to  find  a  thousand  kindly 
deeds  to  do,  thus  filling  the  restless  heart  with  happiness 

“Then  there  is  the  boy  whose  parents  are  both  busy 
one  with  social  and  household  duties,  the  other  with 
business  and  financial  worries.  The  boy  is  left  much  to 
his  own  devices,  and  there  is  nothing  more  inventive  of 
mischief  than  the  r^tless  mind  of  an  idle  boy.  This  is 
especially  true  if  he  is  ^  '  1 

He  longs  for  excitement  and  activity 
some  ' 

knows  it,  he  is  first  classed* 


young,  healthy,  and  full  of  life. 

He  wants  to  start 
lething,  and  he  usually  does,  and,  before  anyone 

.  .  -  - 1  us  a  bad  boy  and  later  ends 

in  juvenile  court. 

“Here  again  the  understanding  mother  reaches  her 
boy  through  love  and  wisdom,  finds  out  the  desires  of 
his  heart,  and  instills  into  him  noble  ambition,  and  thus 
leads  him  into  a  life  of  happy  usefulness. 

“But  it  is  not  always  the  ideal  parents  that  we  find 
these  days,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  and  it  is  often  the  parents, 
instead  of  the  child,  that  need  correction.  While  we  know 
there  will  always  be  evil  in  this  world  and  many  tempta¬ 
tions  to  face,  and  that  it  is  impossible  for  parents  to 
clear  the  path  of  life  from  all  dangers,  at  least  they 
can  inculcate  in  the  hearts  of  their  children  the  im¬ 
portance  of  shunning  evil,  and  thus  give  them  the  nec¬ 
essary  strength  of  character  to  ably  protect  themselves 
against  it.” ' 

Thus  speaks  this  woman  whose  experience  extends 

_ over  ten  years  as  head 

*  P*'e^«nUve'Of-crime 


same 


Drmtn'iy:w.  H.  rrtmh 
"When  hornet 


are  too  hnty  to  guide  life  and  form  character, 
wonder  the  number  of  life  tragediet  mereeue’’ 


I 


i 

I 
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They  were  articles  not  of  intrinsic  value,  but  in  the  cave  But  without  lifting  the  blame  from  youth  that  is 
merdy  because  this  was  the  place  where  the  thieves  stored  careless  and  godless,  parents  of  to-day  are  being 
their  plunder.  blamed  for  conditions  that  are  universally  decried. 

'xT  X  JT  Tj*  other  week  a  Kings  County  grand  jury  in  New 

A  New  York  Grand  Jury  Indicts  Parents  York  handed  down  the  following  verdict  when  consider- 

The  thieves  were  two  lads,  both  of  respectable  par-  ing  their  community: 

entage.  They  were  not  malicious,  but  had  too  much  “Fathers  and  mothers  have  become  so  preoccupied 

time  and  too  little  that  they  had  to  do.  As  a  result  they  with  business  and  pleasure  that  they  have  deprived  their 
had  become  such  proficient  thieves  that  they  had  printed  children  of  the  living  companionship  that  is  their  right. 

■telling  of  their  Gunmen,  thugs,  and  bootleggers  are  logical  products  of 

“If  one  homes  where  laxity  and  indifference  reign.” 
the  cards  stated,  “the  other  one  could.”  There  is  needed  a  high  call  to  the  parents  these  days 

to  turn  their  attention 
from  the  affairs  of 
the  passing  day  to  the 
needs  of  their  own 
homes  that,  in  the 
words  of  the  psalmist, 
their  children  should 
not  be  “a  stubborn 
and  rebellious  genera¬ 
tion  ;  a  generation 
set  not  their 


cards — one  boy’s  father  was  a  publisher- 
ability  to  pick  any  lock  or  break  into  any  house, 
couldn’t  do  it,” 

Understand- 
ing  parents  could 
have  saved  these  lads 
from  time  spent  in 
courts  and  perhaps 
in  reform  school — 
perhaps  even  city 
mothers  might  have 
helped.  But  munici¬ 
pal  agencies  are  ut¬ 
terly  unable  to  carry 
the  whole  load  if  par¬ 
ents  continue  to  drop 


In  God’s  Garden 


It  it  good  to  go  out  in  the  tweet,  fragrant 
fieldt, 

To  revel  in  oceant  of  tky; 

It  it  good  to  look  up  from  the  ttrivingt  of 
earth 

And  xoatch  the  white  cloudt  go  by. 


that 

heart  aright,  and 
whose  spirit  was  not 
steadfast  with  God” 
(Psa.  78.  8).  “The 
revolt  of  youth,”  far- 
heralded  and  press- 
agented,  should  be 
against  the  wrong  and 
iniquity  of  this  gen¬ 
eration,  and  it  would 
be  if  the  youth  of  to¬ 
day  were  taught  to 
honor  their  fathers 
and  their  mothers. 
But  to  do  this  they 
must  be  taught — first 
at  home. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


It  it  good  to  forget  the  meccnnett  of  men 
Who  tweat  in  their  ardor  for  gold; 

It  it  pleatant  to  know  there  are  tpacet  of 
earth 

Where  virtue  and  truth  dre  not  told. 


There  is  no  desire 
to  cast  undue  blame 
on  parents  who  are 
sympathetic,  appre¬ 
ciative,  long-suffering, 
and  keenly  conscious 
of  their  responsibility. 
Such  parents  are  the 
salt  of  the  earth  in 
these  troublous  times. 
Would  that  there  were 
more  homes  where  au¬ 
thority,  kindly  and 
firm,  might  be 
found. 


The  bluebirdt  are  wite:  they  drink  in  the  day, 
Forgetting  that  death  it  at  hand; 

The  poplart  rejoice  in  the  lummer’i  high 
noov^ 

For  Beauty’s  abroad  in  the  land. 


But  men  have  no  songs;  they  toil  and  they 
fret. 

At  joyless  and  glum  as  the  clod — 

It  is  good  to  go  out  tn  the  shimmering  fields, 
To  rest  in  the  gardens  of  Ood. 


“So,  too,  it  is  arrant  imbecility  for  us  to  suppose  that 
our  unashamed  and  vociferous  sex  interest,  our  sex 
dramas,  sex  novels,  sex  films,  sex  lectures,  and  sex  cari¬ 
catures  of  psychoanalysis,  with  all  their  information,  are 
helping  to  cleanse  the  life  of  our  youth.  Their  effect  is 
not  cleansing  but  coarsening.  They  do  not  waken  the  as¬ 
piration  for  purity ;  they  accustom  the  mind  to  impurity. 
We  cannot  wash  our  linen  clean  in  dirty  water.  .  .  . 

“The  ultimate  protection  of  youth  against  uncleanli¬ 
ness  lies  in  an  imbred  respect  for  life’s  sanctities.  A 
mother  who  has  given  her  son  a  deep  reverence  for  woman¬ 
hood  has  rendered  to  his  purity  the  fundamental  service.” 
— ^Hakkt  Emerson  Fosdick. 


to  be  satisfied — as  what  Puritan  does  not  know.? — the 
inarticulate  hungers  of  the  heart,  to  which  all  the  arts 
are  merely  some  of  the  ministers.  Other  ministers  are 
religion,  morality,  patriotism,  science,  truth.  It  is  only 
by  harmonious  co-operation  that  they  can  ever  hope  to 
satisfy  the  whole  heart,  the  modern  heart,  with  its  ever- 
widening  range  of  wakened  hungers.  It  is  certainly  not 
by  banishing  or  ignoring  the  austerer  ministers,  and  mak¬ 
ing  poetry,  painting,  and  music  perform  a  Franco-Turk- 
ish  dance  of  sensual  invitation — it  is  not  thus  that  the 
artist  should  expect  to  satisfy  a  heart  as  religious,  as 
moral,  and  as  democratic  as  the  American  heart  is,  by 
its  bitterest  critics,  declared  to  be.” — Stuart  Sherman. 


*‘And  who  are  the  poor  in  spirit?  It  sometimes  seems  “Now  a  man’s  desire  to  explore  a  sewer  may  be  greatly 
as  if  Christians  thought  that  to  be  poor  in  spirit  one  to  his  credit.  Certainly  not  one  hindrance  should  ever 
miut  be  poor-spirited — a  limp  and  spiritless  creature,  prevent  him  from  exploring  a  sewer  to  his  heart’s  con- 
without  dash,  or  vigor,  or  force.  But  the  poor  in  spirit  tent.  He  may  even  be  praised  for  wishing  to  clean  Ji 
are  not  the  poor-spirited.  They  are  simply  the  teach-  sewer  out.  But  when  he  begins  to  take  pride  in  feeling 
able,  the  receptive,  the  people  who  want  help  and  are  at  home  in  a  sewer,  and  when  his  friends  become  evan- 
conscious  of  need.  They  do  not  think  they  ‘know  it  all’ ;  gelistic  in  proclaiming  that  a  sewer  is  the  one  great  haven 
they  appreciate  their  own  insufficiency.  They  are  open-  where  the  unfettered  should  come  to  rest,  there  might  rea- 
minded  and  impressionable.” — ^Francis  G.  Peabody.  sonably  be  some  question  about  the  man’s  spiritual  health, 

and  about  his  relation  to  artistic  progress.” — ^Rollo 
“When  the  body  is  fed  and  sheltered,  there  remain  Walter  Brown. 
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Griffin  District  Still  Believes  in  Boys 

By  the  Rev.  Jay  S.  Stowell 


The  third  annual  Boys’  Conference  of  the  Griffin 
District,  of  the  Atlanta  Area,  was  held  August  9- 
11,  at  McDonough,  Ga.  More  than  400  Negro 
boys  from  all  over  the  district  were  in  attendance.  In 
addition  there  were  present  pastors,  laymen,  and  a  large 
group  of  girls  who  are  beginning  to  insist  that  girls  are 
just  as  important  as  boys,  and  that  their  brothers  must 
not  receive  the  exclusive  attention  of  the  district  workers. 

The  story  of  this  amazing  piece  of  work  on  the  Griffin 
District  goes  back  to  a  district  superintendent,  the  Rev. 
Daniel  H.  Stanton,  who  has  had  a  vision  and  who  has 
patiently  and  persistently  set  himself  to  the  task  of  mak¬ 
ing  that  vision  a  reality.  Superintendent  Stanton  believes 
in  boys,  and  when  a  few  years  ago  he  was,  against  his  own 
will,  placed  on  the  district,  he  resolved  to  major  oh  work 
with  young  people.  Just  what  could  be  done  he  was  not 
quite  sure,  but  a  beginning  had  to  be  made.  Accordingly 
he  began  to  talk  “Boys’  Clubs.”  Everywhere  he  went 
he  promoted  the  idea ;  and  then,  in  order  to  show  what 
he  was  talking  about,  he  went  out  and  began  to  organize 


clubs  himself.  Sometimes  the  pastors  did  not  understand, 
and  sometimes  they  did  not  co-operate  very  effectively, 
but  little  by  little  the  idea  spread,  and  the  clubs  began 
to  multiply.  Now  they  number  on  the  average  about  two 
to  each  circuit,  and  most  of  the  charges  are  rural  circuits. 

Of  course,  a  boys’  club  had  to  have  a  program,  and 
so  a  program  began-  to  develop.  Thrift  clubs  were  or¬ 
ganized,  and  Superintendent  Stanton  was  kept  so  busy 
opening  bank  accounts  that  the  bankers  of  the  county 
began  to  sit  up  and  take  notice.  In  some  cases  there  were 
local  repairs  to  be  attended  to,  and  the  boys  did  it.  There 
was  World  Service  money  to  be  raised,  and  the  boys  took 
a  hand  at  that.  In  fact,  so  effectively  did  they  work  at 
the  job  that  the  Griffin  District  made  a  larger  actual 
gain  during  the  year  just  completed  than  any  other  dis¬ 
trict  in  the  Atlanta  Area.  There  were  ministers’  salaries 
to  be  raised,  and  the  boys’  clubs  made  that  task  easier. 
Then  there  were  the  books  of  the  Bible  to  be  learned  and 
Bible  stories  to  be  mastered. 

There  is  not  space  to  tell  of  the  com  clubs  and  “Lord’s 
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Acre”  clubs  organized,  and  of  a  variety  of  other  activities  The  Annual  Conference  this  year  was  the  largest  yet 
carried  on  by  the  boys,  including  ball  teams  and  other  held.  The  entertaining  pastor  was  the  Rev.  John  F. 
recreational  enterprises.  The  fact  is  that  life  has  taken  Dorsey.  Addresses  of  welcome  were  given  by  Mayor  Alex- 
on  new  meaning  for  several  hundred  Negro  boys  in  rural  ander,  of  McDonough  and  by  the  local  Presbyterian  pas- 
Georgia  because  one  district  superintendent  believes  in  tor.  Other  speakers  were:  Dr.  L.  H.  King,  editor  of  the 
boys  and  is  determined  that  they  shall  have  a  chance.  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate ;  President  and  Mrs.  M. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  with  all  this  talk  about  boys  S.  Davage,  of  Clarke  University;  Mr.  A.  T.  Nelson,  of 
the  girls  should  begin  to  get  restless  and  to  insist  that  Philadelphia;  the  Rev.  Jay  S.  Stowell,  of  the  Board  of 
something  be  done  for  them.  As  a  result  the  girls  are  al-  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension,  and  local  pastors, 
ready  being  organized,  and  Mrs.  Stanton  has  been  taking  Most  of  the  sessions  were  taken  up  with  reports  of  actual 
special  training  to  prepare  herself  for  leading  off  in  the  work  done  by  the  clubs  and  with  plans  for  the  future, 
organization  of  the  girls  of  the  district.  The  fact  is  that  something  is  happening  in  the  Griffin 

The  boys’  work  has  grown  so  that  extra  help  has  been  District  which  will  bear  watching.  When .  a  man  with 
needed  for  its  supervision,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  B.  Jones,  broad  vision,  deep  conviction,  and  earnest  consecration 
student  at  Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  has  been  giv-  gives  himself  in  unselfish  devotion  to  work  with  youth, 
ing  part  time  to  the  work  during  the  year,  and  full  time  even  in  the  hidden  places  of  rural  Georgia  it  is  not  easy 
during  the  summer  months.  He  is  known  as  district  di-  to  predict  the  far-reaching  influence  for  good  which  his 
rector  of  boys’  activities.  efforts  will  have. 


Handicaps  of  the  Epworth  League 

By  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Jenkins 


The  Epworth  League  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  In  the  first  place,  the  time  appointed  in  most  churches 
Church  had  its  origin  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  for  the  public  exercises  of  the  league  is  a  handicap.  As 
1889.  The  apparent  object  of  the  organization  was  the  day  is  pretty  well  utilized  in  other  church  functions, 
to  “promote  intelligent  and  vital  piety  in  the  young  mem-  the  time  for  holding  league  services  is  most  disadvan- 
bers  and  friends  of  the  church ;  to  aid  them  in  the  attain-  tageous  for  the  best  results.  And,  too,  the  qhurch  school 
ment  of  purity  of  heart,  and  in  constant  growth  of  grace,  and  the  regular  evening  services  also  suffer,  because  many 
and  to  train  them  in  works  of  mercy  and  help.”  The  Epworthians  attend  the  league  at  the  expense  of  these 
obligation  enjoined  upon  each  applicant  for  membership  important  spiritual  levers.  Therefore,  the  closing  of  the 
is  recognized  under  the  form  of  a  pledge  which  reads  afternoon  church  school  and  the  opening  of  the  regular 
thus:  “I  will  earnestly  seek  for  myself,  and  do  what  I  evening  services  and  the  Epworth  League  coming  between 
can  to  help  others  attain,  the  highest  New  Testament  constitute  an  unwholesome  sandwich,  which  fails  to  give 

standard  of  experience  and  life.  I  will  abstain  from  all  the  proper  nutriment  to  the  spiritual  being.  The  league 

those  forms  of  worldly  amusements  forbidden  by  the  Dis-  was  designed  by  its  founders  to  be  a  numerical  feeder  of 
cipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  I  will  at-  the  church.  And  let  it  be  said  to  the  credit  of  the  league, 
tend  so  far  as  possible  the  religious  meetings  of  the  chapter  even  with  its  handicaps,  that  many  have  entered  the  church 
and  the  church  and  take  some  active  part  in  them.”  through  its  fold.  The  Sunday  (church)  school  has  often 

Thus  the  Epworth  League,  in  its  several  divisions  been  caled  “The  Future  Church.”  Strictly  speaking,  such 
known,  as  spiritual,  mercy  and  help,  literary,  social  a  statement  is  false,  for  a  large  number  of  the  church- 
correspondence,  church  benevolence,  and  Junior  League,  school  scholars  constitutes  a  goodly  portion  of  the  league, 
stands  for  the  highest  Christian  character  and  usefulness.  Therefore,  why  not  say  that  the  Epworth  League  and 

Such  a  life  cannot  be  too  solemnly  enjoined  upon  the  young  church  school  are  “The  Future  Church”?  If  this  be 

of  this  great  civilized  republic,  with  its  immense  popu-  true,  then  the  league  should  have  a  place  in  the  church’s 

lation  of  millions.  This  great  problem  of  saving  the  program  where  it  can  operate  as  effectively  as  the  school, 
youth  is  indispensable  and  must  be  solved.  When  we  Since  the  problem  of  the  salvation  of  the  youth  has  be- 
contemplate  the  grave  situation  of  our  homeland,  how  it  come  so  difficult  of  solution,  who  knows  but  the  founders 
is  beset  with  stupendous  problems — farm  relief  essential;  of  the  league  desired  it  to  be  born  and  operate  in  the 
Geneva  arms  conference  unsettled;  the  volcanic  eruptions  kingdom  of  Christ  for  such  a  time  as  this? 
in  the  political  arena ;  the  Chinese  situation  darkening ;  Again,  there  are  some  antagonists  of  the  league  who 
Nicaragua,  Tacna  Arica,  and  Mexico  all  to  be  watched,  have  very  little  interest  or  health  blood  for  its  existence 
and  the  colossal  race  problem  constructed  by  the  influx  and  mission.  They  would  rather  discourage  or  have  it 
of  immigrants  widely  separated  from  us  in  language,  re-  out  of  existence  than  throw  one  advantage  or  benefit 
ligion,  and  political  ideas — there  seems  to  be  no  clue  of  into  its  path.  Some  of  them  are  men  and  women  of  forty 
escape  from  the  labyrinth  but  through  the  development  or  fifty  years’  experience.  This  indifference  is  observed 
of  higher  character  and  usefulness  in  the  youth.  The  not  only  by  those  unconcerned  in  the  welfare  of  the  church 
material  increase  in  church  membership  and  its  great  im-  and  her  mission,  but  also  by  those  within  the  church  limits 
provement  in  quality  cannot  be  accomplished  through  and  even  the  ministerial  ranks.  The  definite  moral  stand- 
people  of  fixed  habits  in  middle  life,  but  rather  by  the  ard  for  them,  seemingly,  has  less  restraint  to  the  inbred 
young  people,  who  will  soon  carry  the  responsibilities  sin  than  it  possessed  in  former  days,  and  there  is  a 
Christ  has  committed  to  his  church.  The  league,  there-  tendency  for  each  to  be  a  law  unto  himself.  Faultfinders 
fore,  ought  to  gain  in  quantity  and  improve  in  quality,  and  unjust  critics,  they  talk  much  about  the  essentials 
But  there  are  some  great  obstacles  confronting  the  and  non-essentials  within  and  without  the  church.  And 
operation  of  this  important  machinery.  ,  since  the  league  has  not  been  given  a  fair  trial  and  chance 
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to  do  the  most  effective  work  for  which  it  was  designed, 
phey  use  the  results  accomplished  as  laudable  reason  for 
placing  the  league  among  the  non-essentials.  They  are 
largely  to  blame  for  the  changed  condition  existing  among 
the  young  people  of  this  generation.  Oh,  they  will  criticize 
anything!  They  even  seem  inclined  to  lock  arms  with 
that  class  of  youth  that  should  be  pitied  rather  than 
censured  in  regarding  the  revealed  “Word  of  God,”  the 
Bible,  as  merely  a  human  book.  These  are  the  ungodly 
and  sinners  in  Zion. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  league  in  nearly  all  of  its  func¬ 
tions,  with  but  few  exceptions,  has  almost  proven  a  total 
failure.  Only  here  and  there  are  found  one  or  two  de¬ 
partments  at  work.  Whenever  it  is  the  literary  depart¬ 
ment,  which  usually  takes  precedence  over  the  others,  the 
height  of  the  leaguer’s  ambition  seems  to  rest  in  the  rendi¬ 
tion  of  programs  composed  of  essays,  addresses,  solos, 
duets,  trios,  ear-tickling  music,  etc.  This  seems  to  be 
the  whole  life  of  some  leagues  in  most  of  our  churches. 
They  simply  use  the  harrow ;  whereas,  the  plow  and  every 
other  necessary  implement  should  be  brought  into  play  to 
get  and  keep  the  soil  in  order  for  the  production  of  a 
full  harvest.  Now,  because  many  churches  have  failed 
to  recognize  the  league’s  importance  or  understand  its 
operations  or  have  sought  to  evade  the  responsibility  en¬ 
joined,  the  literary  department  has  taken  full  sway,  and, 
in  many  instances,  no  discrimination  can  be  detected  be¬ 
tween  it  and  any  secular  literary  organization.  Little  or 
no  emphasis  is  placed  upon  its  spiritual  importance. 
There  is  a  drifting  from  the  direct  intent  of  its  founders. 
There  seems  to  be  no  more  desire  for  some  Epworth 
League  president  to  break  from  the  secular  drift  than 
for  the  man  with  the  “muck  rake,”  as  described  by  Bun- 
yan,  to  break  from  his  earthly  greed.  That  the  literary 
Iperates  in  harmony  with  the  wishes  of  the  masses  is  no 
argument  in  favor  of  the  league  as  a  workable  plan  any 
more  than  a  failure  to  apprehend  the  many  physical,  nat- 
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Ural,  moral,  and  spiritual  things  is  an  argument  in  favor 
of  their  non-importance.  The  sun,  the  king  of  the  day,  is 
to  a  large  extent  a  mystery  to  astronomers.  Should  we 
deny  the  effects  of  this  heavenly  body  upon  the  physical 
and  natural  life  and,  in  fact,  upon  the  entire  creation 
because  of  the  lack  of  this  knowledge?  The  mind,  in 
its  psycho-physiological  activities,  is  much  beyond  human 
conception.  We  only  know  mind  by  its  operations  or  by 
what  it  does.  Shall  we,  therefore,  look  upon  mind  as  a 
non-plus  and  declare  it  to  be  of  little  concern?  The  ac¬ 
tivities  of  man,  without  doubt,  wiU  deny  such  an  asser¬ 
tion. 

Therefore,  there  is  a  lessening  of  personal  consecra¬ 
tion.  Such  should  be  cultivated  under  the  spiritual  de¬ 
partment,  and  should  leaven  the  whole.  Its  far-reaching 
influence,  its  deep  significance,  its  divine  resources  for 
equipment  and  practice  elevate  it  to  the  highest  position 
among  the  operations  of  the  league.  But  alas !  As  the 
hurry,  competition,  wealth,  prosperity,  greed  for  financial 
gain,  and  unprecedented  craze  for  present-day  amuse¬ 
ments  are  attracting  the  attention  of  throngs  away  from 
better  things,  so  the  avoiding  of  hard  places,  difficult  and 
embarrassing  forms  of  services,  the  true  spirit  of  sacri¬ 
fice,  privation,  suffering,  or  humiliation  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  creates  the  ebb  in  personal  consecration.  This  ebb¬ 
tide  in  life  manifests  itself  in  diverse  ways :  Lack  of  interest 
on  the  part  of  church  members  who  are  league  members, 
in  the  means  of  grace;  lessening  of  liberality,  more  or 
less,  for  the  support  of  the  various  benevolent  enterprises 
of  the  church ;  origin  of  the  spirit  of  dishonesty  in  the 
right  use  of  finance;  origin  of  the  spirit  of  lordship  over 
the  church,  and  sometimes  over  the  preacher;  the  right- 
of-way  to  have  or  to  hold  anything  at  the  expense  of  op¬ 
portunities  afforded  the  church  for  her  betterment.  These 
are  some  of  the  handicaps  of  the  Epworth  League  which, 
we  believe,  can  be  removed  if  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
founded  is  realized  by  giving  it  a  square  deal. 


Philadelphia:  District  Notes 


—The  work  on  the  Philadelphia  District  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware  Conference,  Dr.  W.  C.  Thompson,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  is  prospering.  The  outstanding  feature  of  the 
«ork  is  the  securing  of  the  new'  church  building  and  par¬ 
sonage  for  the  congregation  of  Peniel  Church.  This  prop¬ 
erty  is  conservatively  valued  at  $90,000.  This  church 
was  organized  about  three  years  ago,  and  Dr.  Thompson 
held  the  first  Quarterly  Conference  there  in  1925.  At 
that  time  there  were  only  fourteen  members;  now  there 
are  thirty-six  full  members  and  fifty-eight  preparatory 
members.  There  are  207  pupils  in  the  Sunday  school,  and 
a  well-organized  senior  and  junior  chapter  of  the  Ep¬ 
worth  League.  This  work  has  been  developed  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Thompson,  the  Rev.  Spence,  the 
present  pastor,  and  Dr.  William  A.  Ferguson,  of  the 
City  Missionary  Society  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference. 
Peniel  is  the  second  large  church  secured  by  Dr.  Thomp- 
*on  in  the  last  two  years. 

-^ermantown  charge.  Dr.  D.  W.  Henry,  pastor,  is  pre- 
^ring  to  build  a  new  church  at  a  cost  of  about  $100,000. 
Pje  old  church  property  has  been  sold,  and  the  people 
FH  worship  in  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  hall  until  the  new  edifice 
»  completed. 


— Merchantville,  N.  J;,  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Holland,  pastor, 
is  erecting  a  beautiful  new  church  at  a  cost  of  $36,000. 
They  have  just  completed  a  new  parsonage  at  a  cost  of 
$6,000. 

-  Cape  May,  N.  J.,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Johns,  pastor,  has 
just  finished  a  new  parsonage  at  a  cost  of  $6,600. 

Dr.  Thompson  has  organized  a  new  circuit  with  three 
churches  in  and  near  Atlantic  City.  During  June  of  the 
present  year  he  organized  a  new  church  at  Pennsgrove, 
N.  J • 

—Grace  Church,  Chester,  Pa.,  the  Rev.  Elmer  P.  Gibson, 
pastor,  grows  by  leaps  and  bounds.  This  is  a  new  work 
in  a  growing  section  of  Chester.  An  addition,  just  being 
completed,  to  the  old  church  doubles  the  seating  capacity. 

—Philadelphia  is  the  home  of  the  African  Methodist 
Church,  and  its  population  is  made  up  largely  of  per¬ 
sons  from  Virginia  and  the  South,  most  of  whom  are 
Baptists.  In  spite  of  these  handicaps,  the  work  here, 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Thompson,  is  prospering. 
We  have  thirteen  churches  here,  all  in  a  growing,  healthy 
condition. — Benjamin  A.  Arnold,  Assistant  Pastor,  St. 
Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


IimuATioirAi.  Si 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
THE  KINGDOM  DIVIDED 

THIRD  QUARTER.  LESSON  XII.  SEPTEMBER  18 


Scripture  Letton — 1  Kings  12.  1-24.  The  PrecipitcUe  Cauee  of  the  Dieruption. 

The  Fundamental  Cauee  of  Dieruption.  But  Soloraon  was  no  more  successful  ta 
The  Northern  tribes  of  Israel  hid  not  forgot-  P««ecution  of  Jero- 

ten  that  the  first  king  haUed  from  the  North, 

and  that  they  had  voluntarUy  accepted  the  ^orth,  ^ich  understood  tlwt  he  bad  been 
Southern  leadership.  In  accepting  Southern 
leadership  they  had  reserved  to  themselves  |{** 

the  right  to  reject  this  leadership  if  the  oc  king’s  death  the  North  summoned  its 

caslon  should  demand  it,  just  as  Judah  had  ^h^pion  from  forced  exUe,  and  presented 
done  them.  Their  acceptance  was  of  the  folouuui’s  son  and  successor  a  “constitution” 
king,  and  not  of  the  union  as  such.  Solo- 

m»  hjd  tried  „tobllrh  ll«  thought  of  ‘1.  L“',  ‘S 


union  for™n«t  in  thVir  ™  nH  ^  demanded  a  sharp  reduction  of  taxeS.  The 


union  an  emotional  or  religious  bcmd.  But 
his  expensive  program  along  that  line  im¬ 
posed  burdens  upon  the  people  which  they 
did  not  complacently  bear,  but  only  chafingly 
endured.  Judah  and,  to  a  lesser  extent, 
Benjiamin  did  not  chafe  so  uncomfortably 
under  these  burdens  because  Jerusalem, 
where  so  much  money  and  labor  were  ex- 


the  oppression  of  the  ^utlum  king.  Upon  foreigners,  or  of  another  race,  and  are 

the  king’s  death  the  North  summoned  its  not  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  we  our- 

champion  from  forced  exile,  and  presented  selves  enjoy. 

Solomon’s  son  and  successor  a  “constitution”  jj.  jg  not  strange  that  such  people  feel  that 
in  the  form  of  an  ultimatum  for  him  to  sign  their  interests  are  not  ours,  that  they  have 
on  the  dotted  line.  For  one  thing,  tl^  no  part  with  us  in  the  church  of  which  we 

demanded  a  sharp  reduction  of  taxes.  The  g  part,  or  the  social  life  in  which  we 

“senate”  of  Judah  passed  this  constitution;  share,  that  they  have  no  portion  with  David, 
but  the  “lower  bouse”  refused  to  pass  it  The,  result  of  such  division  is  that  Israel 
(1  Kings  12.  6-11).  These  young  men  prob-  jg  divided,  and  the  sheep  of  the  Master,  not 


he  had  the  greater  part  of  his  strength  shorn 
from  him. 

SAW  HUSTON  COLLEOE. 

Missionary  Interpretation 

Lesson  fob  Sunday,  Seftembeb  18,  1927 
"What  portion  have  we  m  Davidf" 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

It  is  one  thing  to  enlighten  another,  and 
quite  a  different  thing  to  accept  him  as  a 
brother  in  Christ.  The  church  and  the  schocj 
has  been  carried  at  much  sacrifice  to  people 
of  all  races  in  the  name  of  Christianity,  and 
yet  church  members  hold  the  fruit  of  such 
missionary  endeavor  at  arm’s  length,  and 
refuse  to  recognise  them  as  children  of  a 
common  family  life.  To  the  most  of  us  they 
are  foreigners,  or  of  another  race,  and  are 
not  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  we  our¬ 
selves  enjoy. 

It  is  not  strange  that  such  people  feel  that 
their  interests  are  not  ours,  that  they  have 


ably  thought  that  the  North  was  either  bluff¬ 
ing  or  had  greatly  underestimated  the  mili¬ 
tary  strength  of  the  king;  that  to  yield  would 
show  weakness  on  the  part  of  the  king,  and 
would  encourage  further  demands,  including 
his  abdication  in  favor  of  the  “favorite  son” 


pended,  belonged  to  Judah,  and  was  on  the  "i%r  m  Ir  a  T  \  I  ,  ^ 
Southern  bordir  of  Benjamin.  The  glory  of  of  the  North.  As  not  seldom  happens  in  the 


southern  border  of  Benjamin.  The  glory  of 
Jerusalem  was  the  glory  of  Judah  and,  to 
a  lesser  extent,  of  Benjamin.  So  Benjamm 
was  divided  in  sentiment  between  the  North 
and  the  South;  and  with  this  fact  in  mind, 
we  can  understand  how  the  author  could 
say  that  Judah  was  left  alone  and,  again, 
that  the  king  of  Judah  collected  so  many 
warriors  from  Benjamin  (1  Kings  12.  21). 
But  for  the  Northern  tribes  jealousy  of  the 
glory  of  Judah,  at  their  expense,  ^ded  to 
the  burdens  in  themselves  already  grievous. 
And  then  Solomon’s  building  program  was. 
ended  only  by  his  death  (1  Kings  9.  16-19). 
The  burdens  of  the  administrations  of  Saul 
and  David  seemed  reasonable,  as  these  were 
necessarily  war  administrations  for  national 
freedom.  But  it  was  much  different  with 
the  burdens  of  Solomon’s  peace-time  admin¬ 
istration. 

An  Vneoothing  Soother.  Hence  Solomon 
eventually  discovered  that  he  was  losing  the 
loyalty  of  the  North.  And  to  appease  this 
section  of  the  country  he  appointed  one  of 
their  most  brilliant  young  leaders  to  a  re¬ 
sponsible  positi(Hi  in  his  “cabinet”  (1  Kings 
11.  26-28).  Without  a  doubt,  he  had  hoped 
to  Solomon  ise  Jeroboam  and  use  his  influence 
and  popularity  in  the  North  to  either  regain 
his  own  popularity,  or  at  least  assuage  t^ 
feelings  of  that  section.  But  this  expected 
soother  didn’t  soothe  very  well.  He  was 
himself  too  ambitious  to  sell  out  his  pe<^le’s 
interest  for  a  subordinate  office,  when,  through 
loyalty  to  his  people’s  interests,  he  saw  bright 
prospects  of  capturing  the  chief  office  for 
himself.  So,  instead  of  trying  to  win  back 
for  his  chief  the  loyalty  of  his  people,  he 
made  capital  of  the  king’s  unpopularity  in 
the  North.  He  secretly  used  his  office  ’  > 
widen  the  breach  between  the  North  and 
South.  Undoubtedly,  he  hoped  either  to  suc¬ 
ceed  or  to  displace  Solomon.  He  knew  that 
the  kingship  had  not  been  made  hereditary 
by  tradition.  And  he  knew  that  the  king¬ 
ship  had  passed  from  the  North  to  the  South 
in  a  manner  similar  to  that  which  he  was 
anticipating  in  another  change  of  dynasty.  In 
this  frame  of  mind,  it  was  not  difficult  for  a 
prophet  of  the  North  (and  prophets  usually 
kept  well  posted  on  public  feelings  and  senti¬ 
ments)  to  persuade  him  that  it  was  God’s  will 
that  he  should  disrupt  the  union  and  become 
king  of  the  Northern  tribes  (1  Kings  11. 
29-82). 

But  Solomon  was  not  asleep  while  these 
plans  were  maturing  under  cover.  But,  some¬ 
what  as  Saul  had  done  regarding  David, 
he  found  out  what  was  in  Jeroboam’  heart; 
and,  as  Saul  had  don^  he  took  decisive  steps 
to  prevent  the  kingdom  passiM  either  from 
himself  or  from  ms  house  after  , his  death 
(1  Kings  11.  40). 


case  of  young  men,  their  eyes  were  closed 
to  prudence.  Rehoboam  vetoed  the  consti¬ 
tution  passed  by  the  senate,  and  he  cannot 
be  accused  of  using  courteous  language  in 


of  the  fold  in  which  we  are,  withdraw  their 
confidence  and  support  from  us,  and  God’s 
work  is  seriously  divided  in  the  world.  Thus 
has  the  church  been  divided  into  sects,  and 
the  races  are  far  separated  in  the  work  and 
worship  of  God. 

One  reason  for  ali  divisions  among  men 
is  the  assumed  right  of  some  to  be  leaders 
and  rulers.  Religions  opposed  to  each  other 
are  struggling  for  the  dominant  place  in  the 
minds  of  men;  one  church  assumes  it  is  bet- 


his  veto.  The  die  was  cast.  The  North  ter  than  other  churches  and  should  have  the 


peaceably  seceded  as  a  unit  from  the  union, 
and  made  Jeroboam  its  king.  Judah,  with 
at  least  a  part  of  Benjamin,  comprised  the 
kingdom  of  the  South.  Civil  war  for  the 
restoration  of  the  union  was  prevented  only 
by  the  wise  counsel  of  another  prophet. 


right  of  way;  one  race  is  better  than  other 
races  and  claim  first  consideraion.  Some¬ 
times  missionaries  to  the  countries  of  earth 
feel  that  they  are  better  than  those  to  whom 
they  are  sent.  In  spite  of  sacrificial  effort, 
an  estrangement  is  felt  between  them  and 


Solomons  and  Behoboame  of  Modem  Hie-  the  people  they  serve. 


tory.  Thns  Solomon,  who  was  so  wise  in 
other  matters,  by  his  unwise,  extensive  build¬ 
ing  program  and  oppression  undid  much  good 
which  David  had  accomplished.  Rehoboam 


There  was  a  serious  division  in  Israel, 
which  proved  the  ruin  and  loss  of  the  ten 
tribes.  Divisions  are  always  expensive  and 
cause  great  loss  to  a  common  cause.  If  wp 


is  usually  blamed  for  the  disruption.  But  could  have  a  united  church,  in  which  each 


he  is  only  as  much  to  be  blamed  as  Charles  I 
and  Louis  XVI  are  to  be  blamed  for  the 
revolution  in  their  countries  for  constitu¬ 
tional  government.  And  Solomon  is  just  as 
much  to  be  blamed  as  James  I  and  Louis 
XVI  are  to  be  blamed.  Rehoboam  could 
have  changed  the  policy  of  his  father,  as 
Charles  and  Louis  XVI  could  have  done. 
But,  being  too  big-headed  to  appear  weak. 


felt  an  interest  in  the  other  and  all  inter¬ 
ested  in  all  races  and  people  everywhere, 
this  world  would  soon  be  won  to  Christ  So 
long  as  we  work  against  each  other,  the  loss 
will  be  great  and  the  day  of  final  victory 
postponed,  sin  and  hatred  will  destroy  the 
great  value  we  might  be  to  each  other  in 
ail  the  world. 

OAMMON  seminary. 


Epworth  League  Topic 


SEPTEMBER  18 


LEAGUE  IDEALS  IN  HIGH-SCHOOL  LIFE 

(Phil.  4.  8;  Micah  6.  8;  1  Cor.  13) 


FOR  DISCUSSION 
1.  Are  League  Ideals  Practical? 

Of  course,  all  Leaguers  will  admit  in  ad¬ 
vance  that  the  League  ideals — ^the  Christian 
ideals — are  really  desirable  in  school  life. 


question  of  real  worth  vs.  favoritism  or  pull, 
we  can  study  Jesus’  own  settling  of  the  issue, 
and  come  to  an  ideal  which  we  as  His  fol¬ 
lowers  may  use.  This  very  thing  happened 
to  Jesus,  and  was  faced  by  Him.  Mark  lO- 
36-48  tells  of  the  James  and  John  incident. 


P'*"-  Tn'd  how  Jesus  mei  it 


ciples  out  in  their  lives. 


But  the  question  is,  Would  this  method 


Why?  For  some,  this  is  because  th<^  of  handling  the  problem  in  high  school  to-day 

never  considered  what  would  happen  if  they  desirable? 

rwUy  put  them  into  prartice  in  the  work,  consequences  be  if  aU 

study,  and  p  ay  of  high-school  days.  Leaguers  tried  to  live  honestly  by  just  this 

Others  believe  we  ought  to  follow  these  one  ideal? 

What  League  ideal  is  involved  in  each 

are  bu4ing  human  nature,  and  they  won’t 

work.”  He  was  willing  to  grant  this  would  J"  *  Me 


be  a  fine  world  if  they  could  be  worked.  1-  Would  a  Leaguer  make  people  outside 

The  Need  for  Ideale.  If  you  look  at  the 
problems  that  come  up  in  high-school  life,  Would  a  Leaguer  get  even 

you  can  see  right  away  that  some  ideals  are  person  who  had  done  him  a  real  or  fanci 
needed  to  guide  us — for  ideals  help  us  to  wrong? 

think  and  act  as  we  do.  They  are  often  the  8.  Would  a  Leaguer  take  on,  a  job  ai 
motives  for  action.  To  look  again  at  the  then  drop  it  before  it  was  finished? 


8.  Would  a  Leaguer  take  on.  a  job  and 
then  drop  it  before  it  was  finished? 
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•'»ve  such  an  influence  uive  all  th. 

,  ■  ^  what  he  or  she  says  “«oes”  All  wf  us  fk;.  **  j 

-  --  flU  that  copy,  either  consciousfy  o^T^oonscioiT 
or  com-  someone  whom  we  look  up  to.  aSd  pafi 

ourselves  according  to  thit  person.  we  how  thl^the 
a  person  to  c®Py  someone,  inevitably  soiwne  Is  codv-  Kim 
:  :.:j  back?  ing  us.  We  ourselves  are  example^  iTi 
ird  of  other  well  to  check  up  on  our  own  assMlates  and  potLT****  '“j 

Bse  questions  hinders,  r  .  _ 

principle  involved,  and  to  remember  that  our 

:sus’  way  of  settling  like  activities  .  ,  _ _ 

Can  they  catch  the  ideals  that 
by  just  watching  us  in  our 
.  ...  When  we  hear  someone 

up  to  this  time  should  have  it  is  an  incentive  to  be _  _  _ 

we  are  tWnking  of  the  mMt'  th^  u  L. 
capable  of.  If  it  is  hard  to  live  up  to  that 
best,  we  are  all  the  more  inspired,  becanso 
there 


4.  Would  a  Leaguer  “duck”  f. 

(taking  a  responsibUlty  in  League 
If  that  Leaguer  were  best  suited  t 
job?  This  might  mean  an  office 
mittee  work. 

6.  W®uld  a  Leaguer  praise  a 
his  face  and  criticise  him  behind  his 
Make  a  list  on  the  '  ‘  ' ' 
problems  of  high-school 
ideals  are  involved.  Fii 
also  the  Christian  j..:. 
trace  this  back  to  Jesus’ 
incidents. 

2.  How  Get  Thebe  Ideals  Into  Use 
The  discussion  i  ’  _  . 

help^  every  one  realise  how  oftOT~Le^m^ 
ideals  are  involved  even  in  the  smallest  de- 
tails  of  everyday  living.  But  the  second 
of  the  two  questions  asked  at  the  begin- 

r  Mr?  of'th??hi  ki  become  th^rtkke  M 

iP  I  J }"  thinking  and  acting  of  high-  and  Durnose 

“*■*  P®®Ple  inspired  to  thU  best 

**'^1"*  “5  their  ideal  world, 

£ciuS^oA“h/  f  “a  kingdom  of  i 

because  of  the  crowd  we  are  in.  Som.^ 


But  always  as  Leaders  w^^e  want  God  Tforr  ^  “t“ 

A"  -"3“^  irffF  ^  Sxafes 

our  best  iheeaitso  1  ^^5  President  and  members  of  the 

.. . ..u,  a. 

- ill  our  strength  of  mind  and  body  ^®®tor,  J.  S.  Luke,  Reporter. 

mrpose.  Only  when  all  of  us  live  up  Babtiesburg,  Mwa.— Thursday,  August  25 
IS  best  can  we  attain  the  goal  of  the  ™arked  the  beginning  of  St.  Paul’s  new  S2.600 
world,  which  we  as  Christians  call  the  brick  church.  The  Rev.  W.  H.  SmX  super- 
om  of  God  on  earth. — Epworth  League  ^tendent  of  the  Hattiesburg  District*  the 

P*  Wheaton,  pastor,  with  officials 
and  members  of  the  church,  assembled  on 
the  ground,  and  after  appropriate  readings. 
4  1.  ®PP*‘®P*‘>ate  services,  the 

\  /-kVkl^wT/^w-w-.  ^  ®^  ®“*’  pioneer  min- 

l.cni0  vemen  t  ®ne  that  bum  the  first  church 

A  R  V./A  1  1.  ®'?  this  spot,  moved  the  first  shovel  of  ground. 

We  procured  the  services  of  the  Rev  Mrs  the*  enthusiastic  and  will  rush 

LSt  M  S 


aascaa^lj.  yy  ^  UTC  ^ 

ck»Si 'iSJi  District  Activities 

I  were  saved  for  His  * 

?Mcess.-L.  *A  Pa?  District  RoUnds  ‘"J*"  LitUe  Rock,  I 

Cornelia  Kersh.  Re-  ^,..^»^^STON  DISTRICT  lUl,  Sh  i% 

16  m  t’  September  14,  p;  Conway,  23-25;  Morrillton, 

nton  Methodist  Epis-  ^  ^®'*'®®d*  Charles-  her  4;  Solgohachie  Ct.,  5-10;  1 

red  with  one  of  the  ^r’rv  **"*”*’  Harper’s  1«;  Fayetteville,  16-21;  Van  B 

here  this  year.  Our  o”**‘  1^- **•)  J  Port  Smith,  24,  26-2T 

the  Rev.  J.  S.  Scott,  SU,7“-  ^  A.  M.),  CkKworkers:  This  brings  us 

“And  the  Lord  said  w  v?*  C.«t?^n7®°yi®rv™®®*  Moorefleld,  and  last  round  for  this  Confere 

in  thine  hand?”  Dr.  ,  '  <Jctober  6.  Group  No.  8,  have  done  well  under  conditio 

•reacher,  and  we  all  i  pwish.^o.  aVj  Union,  Seebert,  J  am  proud  of  you,  but  we  ai 

is  doing  nicely.  The  at  Ald?lin^^w'^®v"’  Hope:  meet  base  and  must  make  a  home  ru 

:kson,  is  on  a  three  a  m  7  m’  Y‘  '1  P“‘  bands  in 

L.  A.  Steptoe,  Re-  rh«^i  Charleston,  Brown’s  said,  “I  will  lead  you.”  Let  i 

F  .  «e  Chapel,  R.verview:  meet  at  Charleston,  W.  Annual  Conference  with  fuU 

S’  A-  H.),  Hunting-  lines  of  our  work.  Let  us  al 

revival  at  Wesley  ^  Pleasant:  meet  at  Huntin^on,  I  remain  your  brother  in  Chris 

urch  began  the  first  Chxmp  No.  6,  19  (10  A.  M.),  Park-  District  Superintendent. 


,  ,  -JT  - V*''  ‘***  ATA.I,  fiirik* 

•sburg  and  Paden  City:  meet  at  Paden  City, 
r.  Va.;  Buckbannon,  20;  Clarksburg,  21. 

PAT*  T  AL-  # _ «  ..  ®2 
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made  bj  the  diatrlot  anperintendent  in  the 
Introdnction  of  a  chnreb^hool  inatitate  and 
aympoaimn.  We  are  glad  to  aay  that  our 
new  dlatriet  anperintendent  beUevea  in 
trained  leaderahip  and  religioua  education 
"pIna.”  The  work  of  the  atandard  church 
aebool  and  trained  workera  was  presented  by 
the  Rev.  W.  E.  Jefferson,  of  Martinaburg, 
W.  Va.;  the  graded  church  school  and 

Sraded  worship,  by  Mrs.  W.  E.  Jefferson; 

emonatrailona  of  work  done  in  the  junior 
and  primary  grades  were  i^ven  by  Mrs.  W. 
E.  Jefferson  and  Mrs.  Nannie  Ross,  of  Mar- 
tinsburg,  W.  Va.  These  addresses  were  f(rf- 
lowed  by  a  nound-table  conference  in  which 
much  information  and  inspiration  was  gained 
along  the  line  of  modem  methods  in  church- 
school  work. 

A  district  council  of  religious  education 
was  organist  for  the  purpose  of  correlating 
the  church  school,  Epworth  League,  and  other 
activHIes  of  the  church.  This  is  to  he  done 
through  group  meetings  and  Institutes  held 
at  various  churches  on  the  district. 

Reports  from  the  various  departments  of 
church  work  showed  that  pastors  and  lay¬ 
men  are  endeavoring  to  f(^ow  the  slogan, 
to  Sorvo 

Miss  Harriet  Reason  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Tyler, 
representatives  of  The  Woman’s  Home  and 
Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Societies,  were 
present  and  effected  district  organisations. 

Among  the  field  workers  present  were: 
the  Rev.  A.  J.  Mitchell,  representing  Mor¬ 
gan  College;  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Matthews,  Con¬ 
ference  Claimants,  and  the  Rev.  W.  A.  C. 
Hughes,  home  missions. 

•Ae  Rev.  W.  A.  English,  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Scarborough,  of  Waynes¬ 
boro,  Va.;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Peters, 
of  Staunton,  Va.,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Banks,  of 
Alderson,  W.  Va.,  were  among  the  several 
visitors  to  the  Conference. 

Under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Haines  Smith, 
of  Low  Moor,  Va.,  and  the  Rev.  C.  D. 
Hughes,  of  Montgomery,  W.  Va.,  assisted  by 
visiting  choirs,  the  musical  programs  added 
much  to  the  occasion. 

The  pastor,  Rev.  Eknanuel  M.  Dent;  the 
good  people  of  his  congregation,  and  the 
kind  friends  of  the  Baptist  Churches,  de¬ 
serve  great  credit  for  the  successful  enter¬ 
tainment  of  the  Conference. 

Pastors  and  laymen  of  the  Charleston  Dis¬ 
trict  feel  that  they  have  “the  right  man  in 
the  right  place”  as  district  superintendent 
in  the  person  of  t^  newly  appointed  Rev. 
E.  Ado^h  Haynes.  From  his  able  and  mas¬ 
terly  way  of  putting  over  his  first  District 
Conference,  he  has  won  the  esteem  of  all 
who  were  present  We  predict  for  him  a 
future  that  will  mean  much  in  bringing  the 
Kin^om  and  the  will  of  God  into  the  hearts 
of  men.  He  is  not  wily  a  leader,  but  a  friend 
and  brother. — W.  E.  Jefferson,  Reporter. 

ORANGEBURG 

The  session  of  the  Orang^urg  District 
Conference  has  passed  into  history,  and  those 
whose  privilege  it  was  to  be  present  all  tes¬ 
tify  to  the  fact  tlurt  it  was  a  success. 

The  Conference  convened  on  schedule  time 
at  Greenville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  on 
the  Reevesville  charge^  July  27,  1927,  with 
Dr.  J.  B.  Taylor,  the  district  superintendent, 
in  (the  chair,  and  the  Rev.  M.  O.  Steward, 
pastor.  TV  organisation  was  effected;  then 
came  the  preaching  hour,  and  as  the  man  of 
God  talked  the  fire  burned.  After  the  an¬ 
nouncements  the  Ctmference  recessed  for 
dinner. 

When  the  Conference  opened  for  the  after¬ 
noon,  Dr.  Taylor  gave  the  laymen  exclusive 
charge,  and  in  their  own  way  they  carried 
out  their  program.  The  evening  sessions  were 
always  given  over  to  preaching  and  a  gen¬ 
eral  religious  service  that  the  people  greatly 
enjoyed. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  business  of  the 
Conference  proper  began  by  listening  to  the 
district  superintendent’s  report,  which  showed 
that  he  had  not  been  idle,  followed  by  the 
reports  of  the  pastors  of  the  district,  and 
while  they  fell  a  little  below  last  year’s  re¬ 
ports,  were  not  altogether  discoursing.  The 
routine  business  of  the  Conference  was  taken 
up  in  regular  order  and  dispatched  with 
celerity  by  the  district  superintendent 
The  Conference  was  enlivened  by  the  ap¬ 


pearance  of  a  number  of  General  Conference 
aspirants,  who  came  askingto  be  sent  to  the 
General  Conference  in  IMS,  and,  as  usual, 
everyone  thought  he  was  the  logical  candi¬ 
date  that  should  go,  thus  furnishing  great 
entertainment  for  the  Conference. 

The  sermons  preached  and  the  papers  read, 
as  well  as  the  debates,  were  atmve  the  av¬ 
erage  and  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise 
of  those  who  participated  on  the  program. 

There  were  a  few  visitors  who  were  not 
aspirants  for  General  Conference.  They 
were:  Mrs.  Earl,  who  represented  the  Fair- 
wold  Home  for  Wayward  Girls,  and  Mrs. 
Daisy  Bulkley  Taylor,  who  represents  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  whose 
addresses  were  heard  with  much  interest.  We 
were  also  delighted  to  have  a  number  of  the 
pastors  to  visit  us  from  the  other  districts, 
who  brought  us  greetings  that  we  were 
pleased  to  reciprocate.  Thus  closed  one  of 
the  best  District  Conferences  that  has  been 
held  on  the  district  for  several  years. — R.  F. 
Freeman,  Reporter. 

SOUTH  BALTIMORE 

The  thirty-sixth  session  of  the  South  Bal¬ 
timore  District  Conference,  Epworth  League, 
and  Sunday-school  convention  convened  at 
the  Franklin  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Churchton,  Md.,  August  2-7,  1927,  the  Rev. 
C.  C.  Gill,  pastor. 

The  convention  opened  with  the  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Epworth  League,  the  Rev.  C.  S. 
Briggs,  district  president,  presiding.  The 
sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  E.  A.  Love, 
and  an-  address  given  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Carroll. 

On  Wednesday  morning  the  district  super¬ 
intendent,  Dr.  J.  S.  Carroll,  called  the  house 
to  order;  the  holy  communion  was  admin¬ 
istered.  The  body  joined  in  the  memorial 
services  for  the  deceased  pastors  and  local 
preachers.  The  deceased  pastors  were:  the 
Revs.  P.  O.  Middleton,  J.  B.  Artec,  and  J.  T. 
Moten;  local  preachers:  Wm.  Thomas,  A. 
Hutchington,  and  W.  B.  Chase.  The  roll 
was  then  called  and  the  Conference  organ¬ 
ised.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Dockett  was  re-elected 
secretary;  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Hall,  asslsrtant; 
the  Rev.  C.  S.  Briggs,  treasurer;  the  Rev. 
Ezra  E.  Williams,  reporter  to  the  various 
papers.  Welcome  addresses  were  given: 
from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  by  Mrs. 
Mattiel  Carter;  from  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  by  the  Rev.  Pollock;  re¬ 
sponse  by  the  Rev.  R.  D.  Jennings.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent’s  report  was  very  fine 
and  showed  faithful  work  had  been  done.  In 
his  report  he  recommended  a  district  par¬ 
sonage,  and  a  committee  of  one  hundred  and 
one  is  at  work  toward  the  same. 

The  Rev.  H.  L.  Phillips  preached  the  Con¬ 
ference  sermon,  and  music  was  rendered  by 
the  Broad  Neck  choir.  The  following  visi¬ 
tors  were  present:  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  U.  King, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Lyon,  Dr.  C.  H.  Matthews, 
Miss  Edna  Bowie,  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Grant,  Mrs. 
Susie  A.  Love,  Mrs.  Ora  Day,  the  Rev.  V.  E. 
Johnson,  Dr.  J.  H.  Jenkins,  Miss  Manervia 
Jenkins,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.  F.  Coates,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Naylor,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Toulson,  Mrs.  Florence  Carroll. 

The  sessions  were  very  much  alive  through¬ 
out  the  Conference.  Drs.  J.  U.  King,  C.  Y. 
Trigg,  E.  Lyon,  C.  H.  Matthews,  R.  F. 
Coates,  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  Miss  Edna  Bowie, 
Mrs.  F.  Carroll,  and  Mrs.  Cora  Day  gave 
very  interesting  addresses. 

The  following  papers  were  brought  before 
the  body  for  discussion:  “MobUising  the 
Youth  for  Christian  Service,”  the  Rev.  E. 
A.  Love;  “The  Supremacy  of  Spiritual  In¬ 
terest,”  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Hall;  “How  Shall 
Evangelism  Be  Interpreted  in  Our  Present- 
Day  Life?”  the  Rev.  E.  E.  Williams;  “Min¬ 
isterial  Support,”  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Mitchell. 
The  papers  were  read  and  discussed  with 
much  enthusiasm. 

The  Conference  was.  It  is  said  by  all,  one 
of  the  finest  in  many  ways  ever  held  on  this 
district.  We  were  Kept  on  the  mount  wkh 
the  Lord  by  the  morning  watch  each  morn¬ 
ing,  and  praise  service  conducted  each  eve¬ 
ning  by  Mrs.  Florence  Williams.  The  anni¬ 
versaries  of  The  Woman’s  Home  and  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Societies  were  well  attended 
and  were  very  helpful.  The  good  pastor. 
Rev.  C.  C.  Gill,  and  his  faithful  people  did 
everything  in  their  power  to  make  their  guests 


happy.  A  splendid  reception  was  given'  Frl-  I 
day  nij^t  and  an  outing  on  Saturday,  foMBa 
lowed  by  a  reception  ^ven  by  Mrs.  MattieNM 
Carter,  at  Shady  Rest. 

Sun^y,  at  11  A.  M.,  Dr.  J.  S.  Carroll 
preached;  at  8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Dockett 
delivered  the  sermon  and  music  tras  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  Glenburnie  choir.  At  8  P.  M. 
the  Rev.  Geo.  Brashears  preached;  music  by 
Chews  Chapel  choir.  The  district  superin¬ 
tendent  was  given  $80  for  his  vacation;  $80 
was  given  the  pastor  for  his  vacation.  The 
Conference  adjourned  to  meet  at  Broad  Neck, 
Md.,  in  1928.  We  left  saying,  “May  God 
bless  the  Churchton  people.” — Reporter. 


CORPUS  CHRISTI  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
AND  EPWORTH  LEAGUE  INSTITUTE 
The  Sunday  School  and  Epworth  League 
Institute  of  the  Corpus  Christ!  District  met 
at  Long  Mott,  Texas,  July  19-24.  The  Rev. 

J.  J.  Hardeman,  district  superintendent,  pre¬ 
sided.  A  wonderful  program  was  carried  out 
each  day,  and  was  full  of  inspiration.  Tues¬ 
day  night,  the  introductory  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Z.  E.  King,  which  was 
a  source  of  spiritual  joy  to  all  present. 
Wednesday  morning  was  given  to  organiza¬ 
tion  and  reading  of  excellent  papers.  Wednes¬ 
day  evening,  a  wonderful  address  was  given 
on  “Religious  Education,”  by  Prof.  W.  A. 
Whitby.  Wednesday  night,  the  Rev.  R.  W. 
Allen  came  before  us  with  a  burning  mes¬ 
sage.  Thursday  morning,  we  listened  to  a  pa¬ 
per  read  by  Mrs.  Maud  Ross,  of  Port  La¬ 
vaca,  Texas,  and  enjoyed  it.  Mrs.  D.  N. 
Swann,  of  Victoria,  Texas,  gave  some  brief 
remarks  on  “Art  Work.”  They  were  short 
but  to  the  point.  Thursday  night,  the  Rev. 
Franklin,  of  Bloomington,  preached  a  soul¬ 
stirring  sermon.  On  Friday  morning,  the 
holy  communnion  was  administered  by  the 
Revs.  J.  H.  Browne  and  Z.  E.  King.  The 
institute  was  visited  Friday  by  Dr.  R.  N. 
Brooks,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  Prof.  T.  B. 
Echols,  of  Samuel  Huston  College.  Both 
spoke  encouraging'  words.  All  seemed  to 
realize  their  sacred  duty  after  hearing  these 
inspiring,  instructive  messages.  Friday  night 
Dr.  Brooks  came  before  us  again.  Ten  do^ 
lars  was  given  to  Samuel  Huston  Collej^l 
Saturday,  the  ladies  gave  a  picnic  and  battfw 
ing  party.  Saturday  night,  a  grand  concert 
was  enjoyed  by  all.  Sunday  was  a  high  day. 
Sunday  school  was  well  attended.  At  11 
o’clock  the  Rev.  Hardeman  preached  a  won¬ 
derful  sermon;  at  3.80,  the  Rev.  R.  Walden 
preached  to  the  delight  of  all;  at  8.30,  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Browne  gave  us  a  stirring  mes¬ 
sage.  Amount  raised  in  meeting,  ^01.75. 
The  dear  sisters  of  Long  Mott  spared  no  pains 
in  caring  for  the  delegates.  This  meeting  will 
ever  remain  in  the  memory  of  all  who  at¬ 
tended.  The  Rev.  Hardeman  has  brought 
the  district  to  the  front.  Visitors  were:  Mrs. 
D.  N.  Swann;  Miss  Henrietta  Swann;  Mr, 
Price,  of  Victoria;  Dr.  R.  N.  Brooks;  and 
Prof.  T.  B.  Echols. — Reporter. 

WACO  DISTRICfr  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
AND  EPWORTH  LEAGUE  INSTITUTE 
The  Sunday  School  and  Epworth  League 
Institute  of  the  West  Texas  Conference  wm 
held  at  Rocky  Crossing  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Tuesday,  August  2,  to  Sunday,  Au¬ 
gust  7.  The  Rev.  H.  A.  Jones  and  his  good 
members  had  prepared  everything  for  the 
comfort  of  the  delegates  and  visitors.  ^ 
2.80,  the  devotional  service  was  conducts 
by  Dr.  J.  W.  Downs,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  after  which  one  of  our  local  preachers, 
Brother  Nance,  was  introduced.  His  sermM 
was  enjoyed  by  all.  The  members  of  tw 
faculty  were  then  introduced  as  follows:  the 
Rev.  M.  B.  BurUey,  dean;  G.  A.  Deslandes, 
Bible  study;  A.  D.  Holden,  life  service;  Pro*- 
T,  B.  Echols,  general  methods;  C.  S.  WU- 
liams,  stewardsmp;  Mrs.  M.  P.  Burkley,  j^' 
lor  methods;  R.  M.  Davis,  mission  study; 
Prof.  T.  R.  Davis,  forum;  Prof.  J.  S.  Henrf 
and  the  Rev.  P.  A.  Byars,  recreation.  Escs 
one  was  the  master  of  his  work.  After  long 
hours  of  study,  it  was  a  treat  to  see  old  and 
young  enjoy  many  games.  Among  the  vifr 
tors  were:  the  Rev.  K.  W.  McMillan,  the  R^k 
J.  W.  Weakley,  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Whltikcr,  S-W 
Kelly,  the  Rev.  Hightower,  T.  S.  Pryor. 

R.  N.  Brooks,  and  Dr.  W.  J.  King.  TbU 
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a  naming  which  will  not  soon  be  toi- 
gotten.  Many  received  information  and  in¬ 
spiration.  Preaching  night  and  day.  Amount 
World  &rvice  and  o^r  causes, 
f  W.  McMillan,  anotheTX’ 
tln^bcd  visitor  from  San  Antonio^  was  in¬ 
troduce^  and  made  remarks  dealing  with  the 
Consecration  service  was  con¬ 
ducted  ^  Prof.  T.  B.  Echols,  and  the  ser¬ 
mon  by  Dr.  R.  N.  Brooks,  of  Atlanta.  Forty- 
two  young  people  pledged  themselves  for 
service.  Our  superintendent  is  a  man  equal 
for  the  task.  He  is  leading  our  district  on 
to  victory.  May  he  live  long  to  push  the 
cause  of  Kingdom  building.— B.  A.  Byars, 
Reporter.  ^ 
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Obituaries 


ABRAM — Bro.  Bacchus  Abram  departed  this 
life  July  22,  1927,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 

***  Mt.  Zion 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  here  at  Lamp- 
ton,  Miss.,  and  served  as  trustee,  steward, 
and  class  leader.  He  was  a  lover  of  the 
church,  answering  the  roll  call  and  meeting 
the  assessments  until  about  eighteen  months 
^0,  when  he  fell  on  the  bed  of  aifiiction. 
He  endured  his  Illness  as  a  good  soldier,  and 
died  in  full  triumph  of  faith.  He  was  buried 
with  the  honors  of  the  society  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  The  funeral  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  D.  R.  Bentley. 
— Reporter.  ' 

ABRAM — Sister  Lovie  Abram,  a  faithful 
member  of  Columbia  Valley  Methodist  Epis- 
copal  Church,  Columbia,  Miss.,  departed  this 
Hfe  July  17,  1927,  in  full  triumph  of  faith. 
She  was  faithful  to  every  duty  in  the  church. 
Just  several  days  before  her  death  the  pas- 
^r  appointed  her  agent  for  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate.  She  was  planning  to 
represent  the  paper  at  the  District  Confer¬ 
ence  at  Hazlehurst.  Sister  Abram  was  loved 
by  all;  the  church  and  community  will  miss 
.  ^  S^catly.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  pass- 
ing  a  father,  mother,  four  sisters,  several 
brothers,  and  many  friends.  The  funeral 
^rvice  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  A.  M. 
Quinn  and  pastor,  J.  B.  Brooks.— The  Rev. 
J.  B.  Brooks,  Reporter. 

ADAMS— Sister  Matilda  Adams,  a  member 
of  the  Stanley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  died  June  4,  1927,  leav¬ 
ing  a  husband,  three  sons,  four  daughters, 
five  grandchildren,  and  two  great-grandchil¬ 
dren  to  mourn  her  passing.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Johnson.— The 
Rev.  G.  W.  Calhoun,  Reporter. 

ADKINS— On  June  12,  1927,  death  claimed 
the  father  of  Adkins  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  the  person  of  Mr.  D.  D. 
Adkins,  who  was  founder  of  the  church.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  The 
funeral  was  largely  attended,  with  seven 
preachers  parUcipating  in  the  service:  the 
Revs.  J.  R.  Little,  A.  G.  Marshall,  M.  C. 
Pulliam,  D.  J.  Virmer,  of  the  Baptist 
Church;  I.  S.  Brown,  and  the  pastor  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Cot- 
ton  Plant. — Mrs.  Eddie  Nor  veil.  Reporter. 

ALTON  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Alton  passed  away 
June  13  after  a  month’s  illness  at  her  resi¬ 
dence,  4812  Indiana  Avenue,  Chicago.  She 
was  formerly  a  resident  of  New  Orleans, 
where  she  was  a  great  worker  of  First 
atreet  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  For  the 
past  nine  years  she  has  lived  in  Chicago  and 
was  a  member  of  St.  Mark  Methodist  Epis- 
Copal  Church,  from  which  the  funeral  was 
held.  She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  a  grand¬ 
daughter,  Florence  L.  Parker;  a  son,  Wm. 

H.  Alton;  two  nieces:  M.  Stone,  and  C.  Jef¬ 
ferson,  and  a  host  of  friends. — Reporter. 

bell — Anna  Rowan  Bell,  the  daughter  of 
Harry  and  Katharine  Rowan,  was  born  in 
Davis  County,  Ky.,  September  12,  18M,  and 
departed  this  life  August  2,  1927,  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  She  was  married  to  Noah 
“  j  County,  Ky.,  March  1,  1877, 

and  to  this  union  were  born  two  sons:  U.  S 
Bell,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  L.  W.  Bell,  of 
Evansville,  Ind.  She  professed  a  hope  in 
J.*’.®*  J*""®"  ''"y  younft  and  the  first  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  of  Owensboro,  Ky., 

Of  which  she  was  a  member,  was  organised 


in  their  home.  They  also  donated  the  ground 
upon  wUch  the  church  was  built.  She  and 
her  husband  came  to  Evansville  In  1905. 
ShorUy  ^ter  her  arrival  she  joined  the  St. 
Johns  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She 
lived  a  consistent  Christian  Ufe,  and  has 
wways  had  the  interest  of  her  drarch  at 
h^rt,  doing  udiat  she  could  at  all  times. 
She  w^  the  surviving  member  of  her  fam¬ 
ily,  which  consisted  of  fourteen  children— 
ten  boys  and  four  girls— she  being  the  young- 
CTt  of  the  family.  Two  sons,  two  daughters- 
in-law,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends 
passing.  The  pastor.  Rev.  I.  F. 
White,  officiated,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Rab- 
atoy,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  the  Revs.  A.  L.  Smith,  B.  D.  Dud¬ 
ley,  and  R.  J,  Miller,  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  C.  G.  Hardison,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.— Reporter. 

BOWLES— Miss  Hattie  Bowles,  a  faithful 
member  of  St.  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Washington,  La.,  passed  from  labor 
to  reward  July  18,  1927,  after  an  illness  of 
several  weeks.  Miss  Bowles  gave  most  of 
her  time  for  the  Lord’s  service.  She  was 
Sunday-school  superintendent;  also  organist 
for  the  Sunday  school  and  church  and  was 
always  at  her  post.  Bro.  O.  Ellis  eulogised 
her  life  from  childhood  to  the  grave;  Bro 
Baptiste  Pitre  spoke  on  the  Interest  she  took 
m^  Sunday  school.  A  duet  was  rendered  by 
Misses  M.  B.  Dodson  and  C.  M.  Valmo.  The 
^oir  rendered  many  beautiful  selections. 
The  Rev.  J.  Peterson,  of  SWloh  Baptist 
Churchy,  and  the  Rev.  F.  R.  Butler,  of  Waxia 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  assisted  her 
pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Augustus,  in  conduct¬ 
ing  the  funeral  services.  The  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Cedar  Hill  Cemetery.  Miss 
Bowles  leaves  a  father,  mother,  and  other 
relatives  and  friends  to  mourn  her  passing 
—Baptiste  Pitre,  Reporter. 

DENNIS— Mrs.  Matilda  H.  Dennis  was 
born  September  10,  1867,  and  died  July  2. 
1927.  In  1884,  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  she  joined, 
under  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Parks,  what  was  then 
known  as  “The  Mother  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  on  the  Hill,”  now  Central  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  She  remained  and  died 
®  J  t  .  member  of  this  church.  The  many 
official  positions  held  by  her  during  all  these 
years  evidences  her  great  activity  and  useful¬ 
ness  in  the  church.  She  was  a  faithful  and 
successiul  class  leader,  acceptable  treasurer 
of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  and  captain  of 
several  other  church  aids.  She  was  the  sen¬ 
ior  president  of  the  Stewardess  Board.  Her 
funeral  was  .conducted  by  her  pastor,  the 
Jf-.  in  Central  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  she  was 
an  official  member,  Monday,  July  4,  and  the 
body  laid  away  in  Mt.  Olive  Cemetery  by 
Vesta  Chapter  No.  28  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
For  six  months  or  more  she  bore  her  sick- 
potientiy  without  murmur  or  complaint, 
though  at  times  she  suffered  greatly.  At 
times  after  passing  through  a  spell  of  intense 
suffering  she  would  smile  and  say,  “I  am 
trusting  in  the  Lord.”  She  realised  quite  a 
while  before  her  death  that  she  would  not 
recover,  and  would  say  frequently,  “I  am 
ready  and  wiUing  to  go.”  Mrs.  Dennis  was 
married  to  Jno.  L.  Dennis,  February  8,  1886. 
She  leaves  to  mourn,  husband  and  one  son. 
^e  was  wife  and  mother  of  one  of  the  best 
(^ristian  homes  in  the  city  of  Jackson;  the 
three,  making  up  the  family,  lived  happy  in 
their  home.  Mrs.  Dennis  believed  and  stood 
for  the  highest  standard  of  Christian  living, 
and  demanded  it  of  others.  The  highest  com¬ 
pliment  that  Christ  ever  paid  a  human  being 
was  when  He  said  concerning  the  woman 
who  anointed  His  head  with  ointment,  “She 
hath  done  what  she  could.”  Mrs.  Dennis, 
after  the  many  years  of  faithful  and  success¬ 
ful  service  for  the  Master,  and  after  dying 
a  triumphant  and  victorious  deatl^  received 
equal  words  of  approval  and  compliment  by 
a  former  pastor  and  longtime  friend,  Wm 
McMorries. — Reporter. 


Ye  Church  SchooU 
Ueing  the  International 
Graded  Leesont 

HEAR  YE  I 

You  arc  at  the  beginning  of 
a  new  year!  The  vacationists 
have  all  returned.  The  children 
arc  back  in  school — their  minds 
full  of  good  times  just  past  and 
alert  and  eager  to  grasp  all  that 
is  new  and  worth  while. 

THE  ELEMENTARY  MAGAZINE 

for  October  has  just  the  sort  of 
matnial  that  will  enable  you  to 
ministCT  to  these  hungry  young 
minds  in  your  Primary  and  Junior 
Departments. 

In  clubs  to  schools  the  price  of 
The  Elementary  Magazine  is  only 
13  cents  per  quarter;  90  cents  per 
year. 

Ek)  _you  know  this  splendid 
Magazine?  If  not,  let  us  intro¬ 
duce  you  to  it  by  sending  a  sample 
copy  free.  Address 

The  Metfiodlist  Book  Gmcern 

CmCINNAn  NEW  TORE 
Chittf*  BMt«a  Pittshwfb 

Kuhw  CHy  Su  PniiciM*  Pwdaad,  Or*. 


Martha  Ellis,  a  loyal  and 
faith  fid  member  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Waxia,  La.,  departed  this  life 
August  6,  1927,  in  full  triumph  of  faith,  at 
the  a«  of  ninety-five  years.  She  was  con¬ 
verted  sixty  years  ago.  Her  husband  was 
a  local  preacher  and  trustee.  The  Rev.  F.  R. 
Butler,  pastor,  conducted  the  funeral.  She 
was  laid  to  rest  in  St.  Paul  Cemetery,- The 
Rev.  F.  R.  Butler,  Pastor,  ^ 

ELLIS^ister  Harriet  Ellis  was  born  1840, 
and  died  July  6,  1927.  She  was  a  staunch 
member  of  Pilgrim’s  Rest  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  She  lived  a  Christian  life 
and  ted  been  an  inspiration  to  all  who  knew 
her  by  her  kind  words  and  charitable  deeds. 
She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  and  six 
have  preceded  her  to  the  great  beyond.  She 
leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  a  husband,  two 
sons,  two  daughters,  twenty-six  grandchU- 
dren,  seventeen  great-grandchildren,  one  sis¬ 
ter,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends. 
The  Revs.  W.  L.  Marshall,  Jno.  W.  West, 
and  R.  W,  Patton  attend^  the  funeral. — 
Addie  B.  Wells,  Reporter. 

EWING  The  Rev.  E.  M.  Madden,  pastor 
of  Warren  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  conducted  the 
funeral  of  Master  James  Marshall  Ewing, 
who  departed  this  life  July  22,  1927,  at  11.16 
A.  M.  His  mother  preceded  him  a  few  years 
aTO  to  the  glory  land.  He  was  quite  sen¬ 
sible  for  a  boy  of  his  age  and  was  liked  by 
the  boys  of  his  community.  The  funeral  was 
well  attended  by  friends  of  both  races. 
Many  beautiful  floral  offerings  were  pre¬ 
sent!^  He  leaves  father,  stepmother,  g^rand- 
mother,  and  other  relatives  and  friends  to 
mourn  his  passing.  The  funeral  was  held 
Sunday,  July  24,  at  10  A.  M— Reporter. 


EARLS— On  June  18,  1927,  God  in  His  in¬ 
finite  wisdom  saw  fit  to  take  from  our  midst 
Miss  Arcenia  Earls,  of  Union  Church,  Miss., 
after  a  short  illness.  She  was  the  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Bro.  H.  Elarls,  and  a  member 
of  Hickory  Block  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. — ^Maggie  B.  Crump,  Reporter. 


FOSTER — Mrs.  Ellen  Foster,  one  of  the 
^  charter  members  of  the  Wyndale  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  after  a  short  illness 
passed  out  of  this  life  into  eternKy  Wednes- 
day,  July  26,  1927,  at  1.80  P.  M.,  at  her 
home  in  Wyndale,  Va.  She  was  near  the  age 
of  seventy^ve  at  her  death.  Sister  Foster 
was  the  mother  of  three  children,  one  of 
whom  has  gone  on  beforot  *nd  two  mourn 
their  loss:  Mrs.  Fannie  Perry  and  Mr.  John 
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Poster.  She  was  a  consistent  Christian  and 
had  many  friends  in  both  races.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  F.  D. 
Thomas,  pastor  of  the  Charles  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Ablngdtm,  Va. 
Services  were  larrely  attended  by  noth  races. 
Remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  ceme¬ 
tery,  Wyndale,  Va. — Reporter. 

GEORGE — ^Death  entered  Asbury  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Natchitoches,  and 
took  away  Sister  Elisa  George,  one  of  its 
members.  She  has  been  ill  for  some  time. 
She  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  leaves 
father,  mother,  one  sister,  one  brother,  and  a 
host  of  friends  to  mourn  her  passing— Chas. 
Anderson,  Reporter. 

GORDON — Mrs.  Beatrice  Watkins-Gordon 
died  In  full  triumph  of  faith,  Thursday,  July 
21,  1927,  at  the  Flint-Goodridge  Hospital, 
New  Orleans.  She  was  baptised  and  received 
into  the  church  by  Capt.  N.  McNeal,  and 
was  buried  from  Bethel  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  A  hus¬ 
band,  two  brothers,  and  a  h(Mt  of  relatives 
are  left  to  mourn.  Capt.  N.  McNeal  and  Dr. 
J.  W.  Washington  conducted  the  funeral 
services. — Reporter. 

GRACE — Sister  Delia  Grace  passed  from 
labor  to  reward  on  June  29,  1927.  She  was 
a  strong  and  faithful  member  of  Macedonia 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Clare,  La., 
having  been  a  member  for  sixteen  years.  She 
was  born  January  19,  1903.  Sister  Grace 
had  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school 
for  two  years  and  was  loved  by  all.  She 
leaves  a  mother,  one  sister,  five  brothers,  and 
a  host  of  friends  bo  mourn  their  loss.  The 
funeral  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
W.  L.  Lee  and  was  largely  attended.  Her 
remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Macedonia 
Cemetery. — A.  M.  Richard,  Reporter. 

HARPER— Mrs.  H.  Harper,  wife  of  Wm. 
W  Harper,  a  faithful  member  of  Seven 
Springs  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Clinton, 
Miss.,  departed  this  life,  August  18,  after 
four  months’  illness.  She  was  loved  by  all. 
Her  funeral  was  conducted  at  her  church 
(Seven  Springs),  Sunday,  August  14.  Her 
pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Webb;  Bro.  R.  T. 
Epps,  of  the  Baptist  Church;  and  Sister 
Jennie  Moore,  one  of  the  oldest  members 
of  Seven  Springs,  paid  loving  tributes  to 
her  life.  The  Rev.  Williams,  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  preached  the  sermon.  She  leaves 
to  mourn  her  passing  a  husband,  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  eight  CTandchildren,  three  sisters,  five 
brothers,  and  a  host  of  friends.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  family  plot,  near  the  church. — 
Reporter. 

HARRINGTON— J.  W.  Harrln^on,  a  faith¬ 
ful  member  of  Ebenezer  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Bennettsville,  S.  C.,  departed  this 
life  Judy  29,  1927,  after  a  lingering  illness 
of  six  months.  He  was  a  local  preacher, 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  class  leader, 
and  steward  for  a  number  of  years,  being 
one  of  the  best  members  connected  with 
Ebeneser  Church.  He  leaves  a  wife,  seven 
daughters,  one  son,  two  grandchildren,  and 
a  host  of  relaitives  and  friends  to  mourn 
his  departure.  The  funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  S.  E.  Watson.  Other 
speakers  were:  the  Rev.  D.  E.  Thomas,  ex¬ 
pastor;  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Long,  Presb^erlan 
pastor;  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Thompsion,  district 
superintendent,  and  many  others.  His  re¬ 
mains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Ebenezer  Ceme¬ 
tery. — F.  H.  Pearson,  Reporter. 

JOHNSON— Mrs.  LUlian  Ford  Johnson,  a 
lovely  bride  of  only  one  month  and  three 
days,  died  July  18,  1927.  She  was  a  faith¬ 
ful  member  of  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Houma,  La.;  was  also  an  active 
choir  and  Sunday-school  member  and  public 


and  private  school  teacher.  She  was  married 
on  June  15,  1927,  to  Mr.  Jessie  D.  Johnson, 
a  very  prominent  young  man.  The  wedding 
was  one  of  the  most  elaborate  ever  witnessed 
in  this  community.  After  a  very  brief  ill¬ 
ness,  which  seemed  to  baffle  the  best  medical 
minds,  she  passed  away  to  her  reward  at 
Chari^  Hospital,  New  Orleans.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  her  pastor,  assisted  by  the 
Revs.  D.  W.  F.  Dank,  D.D.,  and  E.  D.  Jones, 
of  the  New  Zion  Baptist  and  Little  Rock 
African  Methodist  Churches.  The  House¬ 
hold  of  Ruth,  of  which  she  was  a  member, 
turned  out  en  masse.  Appropriate  music  was 
rendered  by  the  choir.  Dr.  L.  L.  Melton 
sang  “Flee  as  a  Bird,”  and  the  sermon  by 
the  pastor  was  very  touching.  May  God 
sustain  Sister  Cora  Ford  and  family.  The 
church  shares  in  their  sorrow. — J.  H.  Thomp¬ 
son,  Pastor. 

JONES — Bro.  Connie  Jones,  of  Hillsboro, 
Miss.,  passed  from  labor  to  reward  July  16, 
1927,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  He 
was  a  loyal  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  having  joined  in  his  early  life. 
He  was  loyal  to  the  church  and  was  always 
willing  to  help  the  cause  of  Christ.  Bro. 
Jon^s  was  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  He 
leaves  a  mother,  father,  five  brothers,  and 
many  friends  to  mourn  his  passing.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  McCor¬ 
mick,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Rivers,  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
body  was  laid  to  rest  in  Pilgrim’s  Cemetery. 
— Minnie  Holdfield,  Reporter. 

LASTER — Sister  Sophie  Laster,  a  faithful 
member  of  St.  Peter’s  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Griffin  (Ga.)  circuit,  departed  this 
life  June  29,  19^.  Funeral  was  held  Sun¬ 
day,  July  8.  She  was  sixty-four  years  of 
age,  and  joined  the  church  when  she  was 
twelve  years  old.  The  funeral  was  preached 
by  the  pastor.  Rev.  E.  H.  Lee,  from  the 
text.  Matt.  9.  4,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  E.  M. 
Johnson,  of  the  Baptist  Church.  She  leaves 
to  mourn  her  passing  five  children,  several 
grandchildren,  and  many  friends. — Reporter. 

MAGEE — Mrs.  Lillie  MaGee,  after  an  illness 
of  two  weeks,  died  August  2,  1927.  She  was 
a  member  of  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Tylertown,  Miss.,  for  seventy-eight 
years.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing  one 
sister,  two  brothers,  three  daughters,  twenty- 
eight  grandchildren,  and  four  great-grand¬ 
children.  Mrs.  Lillie  MaGee  was  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Monroe  MaGee,  who  died  six  years 
ago.  The  funeral  service  was  conducted  by 
our  pa^or,  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Middleton. — 
Charity  Raiford,  Reporter. 

MALONE — Mrs.  Estelle  Collins  Malone,  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  passed  away  August  6, 
1927,  at  the  home  of  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Mary 
Washington,  Starkville,  Miss.  Her  birth¬ 
place  was  Jackson,  Tenn.,  where  she  spent 
her  very  early  life.  After  the  death  of  her 
mother  she,  with  her  sister,  Rhybena,  came  to 
live  with  their  aunt.  Estelle  profess^  a  hope 
in  Christ  when  quite  young,  under  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Byrd,  and  joined 
Griffin  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
She  was  always  ready  and  willing  to  do  any 
church  work  assigned  her.  When  grown  she 
spent  some  time  with  her  brother  in  De¬ 
troit,  Mich.,  where  she  met  and  married  Mr. 
Dixon  Malone.  To  this  union  two  children 
were  born.  They  then  moved  to  Washington, 
D.  C.,  returning  to  Starkville  when  her  health 
failed.  Mrs.  Malone  was  of  an  admirable 
disposition;  to  know  her  was  to  love  her. 
She  was  a  loving  mother  and  devoted  wife. 
There  are  left  to  mourn,  father,  sister, 
brother,  husband,  children,  and  other  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends.  The  Rev.  E.  M.  Wed¬ 
ding,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  read  the  Scrip¬ 


ture  lesson  and  offered  a  heartfelt  prayer,  I 
The  Rev.  Z.  T.  Powell  preached  the  funeral 
sermon. — Mrs.  Rose  Bud  O.  Bell,  Reporter._^ 

McPherson — sister  Amy  McPherson  de¬ 
parted  this  life  June  18,  1927,  at  6.80  A.  M., 
at  Red  Springs,  N.  C.  After  the  husband. 
Brother  Robert  McPherson,  had  made  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  burial,  he  in¬ 
formed  the  pastor.  Rev.  R.  S.  Abernethy, 
of  the  plans  for  the  funeral  to  be  held  at  11 
o’clock  on  Tuesday,  the  14th.  At  2.80  P.M. 
Brother  McPherson,  while  walking  and  talk¬ 
ing  with  one  of  his  neighbors,  was  suddenly 
claimed  by  death.  The  funeral  of  the  hus¬ 
band  and  wife  was  conducted  at  8.80,  Tues¬ 
day,  June  14.  The  pastor  conducted  the 
funeral,  assisted  by  other  ministers  of  the 
city.  Brother  and  Sister  McPherson  were 
in  their  sixties,  having  been  married  about 
forty  years.  They  were  converted  thirty  or 
more  years  ago,  and  joined  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  were  faithful  to  the 
church  of  their  choice.  Brother  McPherson 
served  as  officer  in  the  church  for  many 
years.  He  was  trustee,  class  leader,  and 
steward  of  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Red  Springs,  N.  C.,  at  the  time  of 
his  cTeath,  and  was  faithful  to  his  trust.  The 
community  at  large,  as  well  as  the  family 
and  church,  feels  very  keenly  the  loss  of  these 
noble  lives. — Reporter. 

MOSLEY — Death  has  once  more  visited  our 
ranks  and  claimed  one  of  our  beloved  sisters 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Tommie  Lee  Mosley, 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Mos¬ 
ley.  She  was  born  in  1910,  and  died  July 
28,  1927,  aged  seventeen  years.  She  pro¬ 
fessed  a  hope  in  Christ  under  the  pastorate 
of  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Nunn,  of  the  Colored  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  after  which  she 
united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

New  Moore’s  Chapel,  Houston  (Miss.)  cir¬ 
cuit.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing,  father, 
five  sisters,  three  brothers,  and  a  host  of 
friends.  She  will  be  greatly  missed  in  her 
home  and  community.  Our  loss  is  heaven’s 
gain.  She  was  ill  fk>r  about  four  months, 
but  bore  her  Illness  with  patience. — Miss 
Odessa  Moore,  Reporter. 

NEVILS — Mrs.  E.  L.  Nevils  went  to  her  ^ 
reward,  July  10,  after  many  weeks  of  ill-  " 
ness.  Mrs.  Nevils  was  a  faithful  member 
of  Wesley  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Greenwood,  Miss.  She  was  a  class 
leader,  Sunday-school  teacher,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  junior  stewardess  board,  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  local  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society,  and  superintendent  and  secre-  ■ 
tary  of  the  cradle  roll.  She  was  also  a 
teacher  in  the  high  school  of  this  city  for 
a  number  of  years.  She  was  the  children’s 
ffiend,  and  the  children  were  her  friends. 

The  funeral  was  held  at  Wesley  Memorial 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  conducted 
by  the  Revs.  J.  W.  Wimbush,  F.  P.  Leonard, 

Dr.  B.  F.  Woolfolk,  and  the  pastor.  Mrs. 

A.  J.  Sims  gave  eulogies  on  her  life.  The 
Rev.  J.  W.  Terrell  spoke  for  the  Baptist 
Churches,  and  the  Rev.  I.  C.  Coleman  for 
the  sister  Methodist  Churches. — The  Rev.  E. 

R.  Miller,  Pastor. 

PETTIFORD— Theron  S.  Pettiford,  son  of 
W.  H.  P.  and  Ella  L.  Pettiford,  passed 
from  time  to  reward  July  14,  1927.  _He 
was  a  member  of  Morris  Chapel,  High  Point, 

N.  C.,  having  joined  when  quite  young.  Bro. 
Pettiford  was  thirty-six  years  of  age.  He 
lived  a  consistent  Christian  life  and  died  in 
full  triumph  of  faith.  He  leaves  to  mourn 
his  passing,  father,  mother,  uncle,  and  sev¬ 
eral  relatives  and  a  host  of  friends.  His 
funeral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 

N.  M.  Gannaway. — Reporter. 

PIERCE — On  May  23,  Sister  Harriett  Pierce 
died  at  the  home  of  her  granddaughter,  Har- 
riston,  Miss.,  after  five-years’  illness.  For 
thirty-nine  years  she  was  an  active  worker 
in  the  church,  dying  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years.  She  leaves  one  son,  a  host  of  grand¬ 
children  and  great-grandchildren  to  mourn 
her  passing.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by 
her  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Turner. — O.  L- 
Eddins,  Reporter.  . 

READ — The  following  members  have  died  • 
on  the  Quitman  circuit,  Quitman,  Miss.,  dur-  ^ 
ing  the  year:  Mr.  Willie  Read,  Mrs.  M. 
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Nicholson,  and  Mr.  William  Scharbrecer. 
I  All  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
r  Church  and  died  in  the  faith.  The  funerals 
were  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  R.  L. 
Tate. — Reporter.  * 

REESE! — Mrs.  Sarah  Reese  was  bom  1806, 
and  died  July  17,  1927.  Her  husband,  Joe 
Reese,  died  thirty-one  years  ago.  Mrs. 
Reese  was  ill  for  nearly  six  years,  and  bore 
her  suffering  with  patience.  She  was  faith¬ 
ful  to  her  church.  She  leaves  two  daughters 
andr  one  son  to  mourn  her  passing.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev”  H.  T. 
Reaves,  her  pastor.— Mrs.  Jennie  Booker! 
Secretary. 

REMPSON — Sister  Charity  Rempson,  a 
member  of  the  Stanley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  died  June  8, 
1927,  leaving  a  husband,  four  sisters,  three 
brothers,  and  a  host  of  friends.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Carneuie. 
— The  Rev.  G.  W.  Calhoun,  Reporter. 

RICE— Sister  Henrietta  Rice  departed  this 
life,  August  8,  1927,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two,  in  Chicago.  She  was  a  member  of 
Springfield  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Anderson,  S.  C.,  for  more  than  fifty  years. 
She  was  a  good  wife  and  mother,  and  loyal 
to  her  church.  She  went  to  Chicago  some 
time  ago  to  live  with  her  daughter,  and 
remained  there  until  the  Lord  called  her. 
Her  remains  were  brought  to  Springfield 
Cemeteiw  for  burial.  The  Rev.  S.  V.  Fowler 
officiated.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  going, 
a  husband,  one  daughter,  five  sons,  and  a 
host  of  relatives  and  friends. — ^W.  L.  Willi¬ 
ford,  Reporter. 

SHAW— Sister  Fannie  Shaw,  bora  In  South 
Carolina  about  ninety-eight  years  ago,  died 
June  6,  1927,  at  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  In 
1868,  Mrs.  Shaw  moved  from  her  native 
State  to  Marlin,  Texas,  where  she  lived  un¬ 
til  1917,  at  which  time  she  c^me  to  Oklahoma 
City.  Sister  Shaw  suffered  a  paralytic  stroke 
seven  years  ago  from  which  she  partially 
recovered.  A  second  stroke,  in  1925,  ren¬ 
dered  her  completely  helpless  until  the  end. 
Mrs.  Shaw  died  as  only  a  Christian  can  die. 
Peace  to  her  ashes.  The  services  at  Okla- 
fcoma  City  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  H. 
P*.  S.  Johnson,  her  pastor. — Reporter. 

SMITH— Sister  Henrietta  Smith,  a  faithful 
member  of  Wesley  Methodislf  Episcopal 
Church,  Brooksville,  Miss.,  born  1866,  has 
been  called  from  labor  to  reward.  She  died 
in  full  triumph  of  faith.  She  joined  the 
■•burch  thirty  years  ago,  and  was  a  loyal  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  different  departments  of  the  church. 
Her  funeral  was  conducted  by  her  pastor, 
the  Rev.  J.  W.  Byrd. — Annie  Rose,  Reporter. 

STEPHENSON — Sister  Ella  Stephenson,  of 
Spring  Hill,  Tenn.,  was  born  October  20, 
1866,  and  died  June  26,  1927,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one  years.  She  died  after  a  short  ill¬ 
ness,  and  though  her  suffering  was  great,  she 
bore  it  with  patience.  She  was  a  loving  wife 
and  an  adorable  mother,  being  called  by  her 
children  and  grandchildren  “Mother  Dear.” 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  confessing  Christ  and  joining 
me  church  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 

J.  A.  Hill.  From  the  time  she  joined  the 
church  until  her  death  she  was  a  dutiful 
member,  serving  her  church  with  never-tiring 
seal,  devoted  to  her  pastor  and  all  the  aux- 
Uiaries,  and  lived  to  see  most  of  her  chil¬ 
dren  members  of  the  church.  In  her  beau- 
uful  home,  given  by  her  son  Braden,  one 
always  found  a  welcome.  She  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Mosaic  Templars  of  America 
and  was  true  to  her  oath.  By  request,  the 
j^v.  Henry  McCullum,  of  Franldin,  sang 
Jordan’s  Stormy  Banks  I  Stand.”  She 
leaves  to  mourn  her  passing  eight  children, 
fourteen  grandchildren,  three  great-grand¬ 
children,  four  sisters,  one  brother,  and  a  host 
®f  relatives  and  friends. — The  Rev.  A. 
Springer,  Pastor. 

TEER — Bro.  Lewis  Teer,  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
J-hurch,  Shuqualak,  Miss.,  died  June  8,  1927. 

He  was  about  eighty  years  of  age,  and  had 
a  member  of  the  same  church  for  about 
^y  years.  Hhe  loved  his  church  and  served 

*  faithfully  as  trustee  and  steward.  He  died 

*  full  triumph  of  faith.  The  funeral  was  < 


conducted  by  the  pastor,  assisted  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  brethren:  the  Revs.  J.  R.  Nevils,  of 
Aberdeen;  Harris,  and  J.  B.  Faulkner,  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church;  sermon  by 
the  Rev.  W.  N.  Rice,  D.D.,  pastor  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church. 
Bro.  Teer  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  many 
sisters  and  brothers,  wife,  and  other  rela¬ 
tives.  They  all  have  our  sympathy.— W.  C. 
Hilliard,  Pastor. 

WARREN — Bro.  Eli  Warren,  a  faithful 
member  of  St  James  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Magnolia,  Miss.,  passed  away  July 
20  in  full  triumph  of  faith.  His  wife  pr^ 
ceded  him  only  sixty  days.  He  was  a  faith¬ 
ful  member  until  death.  The  funeral  was 
conducted  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  H.  E. 
Morgan.  A  large  crowd  was  present  to  pay 
their  last  respects  to  him.  One  daughter  and 
one  grandson  survive.— The  Rev.  H.  E.  Mor¬ 
gan,  Reporter. 

WHEELER — After  several  months  of  ill¬ 
ness,  Miss  Australia  Wheeler  departed  this 
life  Saturday,  July  23,  1927,  at  the  age  of 
mxteen.  She  was  a  loyal  member  of  the 
Charles  Wesley  Methodist  Sunday  school  and 
Churchy  Abingdon,  Va.  She  had  many 
friends.  During  her  illness  she  seemed  al¬ 
ways  happy.  She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss, 
mother,  father,  three  brothers,  four  sisters, 
grandmother,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and 
friends.  She  is  greatly  missed  by  all,  as 
everjmne  who  knew  her  admired  her.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  at  the  home  by  her 
pastor,  the  Rev.  F.  D.  Thomas.  Remains 
were  laid  in  the  Taylor’s  Hill  Cemetery.— 
Reporter. 

WHITE— On  May  20,  1927,  death  claimed 
the  Rev.  W.  A.  White.  To  know  him  was  to 
love  him,  for  he  lived  a  Christian  life  by 
precept  and  example.  Bro.  White  was  a  min¬ 
ister  of  the  gospel  for  fifteen  years,  having 
pastored  the  foilowing  charges:  State  Line, 
Shubuta,  Laurel,  Yaaoo  City  Ct.,  Lampkin. 
The  Rev.  White  was  located  at  Craig,  but  at 
death’s  call  he  was  in  the  refugee  camp  at 
Yasoo  City,  Miss.  The  funeral  was  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  N.  Poe,  at  St.  Stephen  Church, 
Yaxoo  City;  interment  in  Yazoo  Cemetery. 
He  leaves  a  widow,  two  brothers,  two  sisters, 
•and  a  host  of  friends. — J.  A.  Woolf  oik.  Re¬ 
porter. 

WILKERSON — Mrs.  Susie  Wilkerson,  a 
well-known  citizen  and  coworker  for  the 
community  interest,  died  April  7,  1927,  at 
B.IS  P.  M.,  at  the  residence  of  her  daughter 
and  son-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burry  Wil¬ 
liams,  Louisville,  Ky.  The  children  have  lost 
a  loving  mother,  the  husband  a  devoted  wife, 
and  the  friends  a  good  neighbor.  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
kerson  was  kind  to  all  persons,  always  ready 
to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those  who  needed 
her  service.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Wilkerson 
not  only  causes  the  family  to  mourn,  but  her 
many  friends  as  well.— Mrs.  C.  J.  Poole, 
Reporter. 

Card  of  Thanks 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Taylor  take  this 
method  to  thank  the  members  and  friends  of 
Rising  Star  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
the  many  pounds  of  choice  groceries  and 
chickens  brought  to  the  parsonage  on  Thurs¬ 
day  night,  August  11.  Words  cannot  ex¬ 
press  our  hearty  appreciation  to  those  who 
contributed.  The  party  was  led  by  Mrs. 
Delia  Burney,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Petes,  Mr.  J. 
D.  Dickerson,  Mr.  G.  B.  Adams,  Mrs. 
Ophelia  Thompson,  Mrs.  Ida  Wilkerson,  Mr. 
Geo.  Sims,  and  others.  We  pray  God’s  bless¬ 
ings  upon  these  good  peopie.  Our  doors  are 
open.  Come  again. — The  Rev.  J.  R.  Taylor, 
Pastor. 


Communion  Service  Outfits 

Individual,  the  present  day 
method — cleanly  and  sanitary. 
A  more  impressive  service. 
Beautiful  seta  at  reasonable 
prices.  Write  for  catalog. 

DeMoulln  Bros.  A  Co.,  Dept.  42,  Greenville,  10. 
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CHURCH  FURNITURE 
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We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good 
and  many  friends  for  the  kindness  shown  one 
of  our  sick  sisters  who  has  been  ill  for  nearly 
a  year.  The  g^od  people  of  this  community 
surprised  her  with  many  pounds  of  choice 
groceries  and  a  cash  purse  of  $2,68.  Mrs. 
Mary  Ellis,  Ledonia  Hilton,  Evelina  Hereix, 
and  Beatrice  Hilton  were  the  leaders  of  the 
party.  Two  songs  were  sung,  followed  by 
a  portion  of  the  Scripture,  and  prayer  by 
Mr.  G.  Washington.  These  friends  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  Robinson’s  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Bayou  Lachute.  We  pray 


TORArrA  P**  Snuff  Habit 

YOUNG  MINISTER  AND  WIFE,  now  supply- 
insr  in  Northwest  Indiana  Conference,  desire  full¬ 
time  charve.  Service  here  terminates  ^ptember  18. 
No  restrictions ;  college  training ;  references.  Write 
C.  H.  M.,  Apt.  No.  8,  1439  North  New  Jersey  Street, 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

God’s  blessing  upon  them  for  their  kindness. 
— The  Rev.  W.  A.  Hilton,  Pastor;  Minerma 
Haynes,  Reporter. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Turner  take  .this 
method  to  thank  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J,  A. 
Williams,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  S.  Sloan,  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  B.  J.  Reddix,  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  J.  O.  Brown,  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Wm.  Harrel  for  their  hospitality  during  our 
stay  in  Baton  Rouge  while  taking  a  vaca¬ 
tion.  We  found  great  advancement  on  the 
district.  Bro.  Williams  is  serving  his  first 
year  at  Old  Wesley.  He  led  the  Conference 
raising  World  Service;  parsonage  painted; 
stewards  have  in  bank,  $400.  The  Rev.  J. 
O.  Brown  is  serving  his  fifth  year  at  St. 
Mark.  He  is  a  great  leader  and  knows  how 
to  succeed.  Trustees  have  in  bank  $4,000  for 
a  new  church.  The  Rev.  Harrel  has  things 
well  in  hand  at  Neely.  New  windows  have 
been  put  in  and  trustees  are  planning  to  build 
a  new  parsonage  by  Conference.  The  Rev. 
D.  S.  Sloan  is  well  fixed  and  has  a  beautiful 
home.  This  is  the  Rev.  Reddix’s  fifth  year 
on  the  district.  The  bishop  made  no  mistake 
in  placing  him  on  the  district.  Under  his 
leadership  it  has  taken  on  new  life,  and  is 
among  the  other  leading  districts. — The  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Turner,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  S.  B.  Wilson,  of  Mt.  Pleas¬ 
ant  Methodist  Episcopsd  Church,  Gainesville, 
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pia,  with  to  thank  the  memheri  of  the 
church  for  their  loyalty  on  a  recent  Wednes¬ 
day  nirht.  On  seeing  the  church  lighted  upt 


HAVEN  TEACHERS  COLLEGE 


party  over  to  the  parsonage,  and  In  a  few 
minutes  Ice  cream  and  cake  was  served. 
After  this  part  of  the  ceremony  was  over 
we  were  Invited  Into  the  dining  room,  and 
there  on  the  table  were  forty-live  pounds  of 
choice  groceries,  one  chicken,  and  a  neat  sum 
of  money.  Others  In  the  party  weret  Mmrs. 

O.  W.  Perry,  V.  Smith,  J.  Johnson,  L.  Welc^ 
E.  Daniels,  J.  Tumlln,  B.  P.  Williams,  W. 
Lloyd,  M.  Metts,  Sisters  P.  Johnson,  N.  Lau¬ 
rence,  C.  McQever,  B.  Sapp,  M.  PctWm,  B. 
Drayton,  G.  Jackson,  B.  Bradley,  C.  Green, 

P.  Adch,  C.  HanUns,  A.  S.  Penj,  M.  Vtrrj, 
L.  B.  Ballard,  B.  Williams,  M.  Rteer,  U 
Chestnut,  D.  Davis,  A.  Gass,  G.  Robert^  J. 
Simmons,  H.  S.  Waters,  B.  Adams,  N.  Fer¬ 
guson,  O.  WlUiams,  T.  Daunn,  I.  Ingrm, 
L.  M.  Scott,  A.  Thomas,  N.  Debose,  B.  Hes¬ 
ter,  C.  Hendley,  N.  Lee,  L.  Penr,  and  others. 
God  bless  the  cheerful  givers.— The  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  S.  B.  WQson. 


Meridian,  Mississippi 

Teachers  College  School  of  Music 

High  School  Business 

Training  School  School  of  Home  Economics 

Beautiful  Camtms 

Ideal  Location  Healthful  Surroundings 

State  accredited  College  for  Teacher*,  and  High  School 
Next  session  begins  Septenaber  21, 1927 

J.  B.  F.  SHAW,  PnsiiUnt 


BENNETT  COLLEGE  FORWOMEN 


Marriage 


COOPER— LANIER.  A  marriage  of  inter¬ 
est  to  a  large  circle  of  friends  was  that  of 
Miss  Naomi  Almiria  Lanier,  of  Savannah, 
Ga.,  and  the  Rev.  Douglas  R.  Cooper,  of 
Waycross,  Ga.,  Wednesday,  August  10,  1927, 
at  noon,  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  mother. 
A  large  number  of  relatives  and  friends  were 
present  to  witness  the  ceremony,  which  was 
performed  by  the  Rev.  B.  W.  Rak'estraw, 
pastor  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Savannah,  Ga.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cooper 
left  laiter  In  the  evening  for  Waycross,  Ga., 
where  the  Rev.  Cooper  now  pastors. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Woman’s  Column 

W.  H.  M.  S,  BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 
The  district  meeting  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society,  Baton  Rouge  District, 


hcia  at  tJiintoii^  in  ou  x'hui  jucluuuiol 
Episcopal  Church,  passed  into  history  as  the 
.best  in  the  history  of  the  district,  and  is 
shown  4n  the  following  report,  the  same  hav¬ 
ing  been  reported  to  the  annual  State  meet¬ 
ing  in  June: 

St.  Mark  (Baton  Rcuge) — dues,  $26.20; 
mite  box,  $11.60;  pledge,  $7.69;  thank  oflPex- 
ing,  $4.86;  total,  $49.74.  Wesley  (Baton 
Rouge) — dues,  $7;  mite  box,  $4.86;  pledge, 
$10;  total,  $26.86.  ^eely  (Baton  Rouge)— 
dues,  ^.80;  mite  box,  26c.;  thank  offering,  $1; 
total,  $10.06.  Melville — dues,  $1.20.  Mt. 
Carmel— dues,  $1.10.  Wesley  (Wilson)— 
dues,  $8.  Port  Allen — dues,  $8;  mite  box, 
$1.66;  pledge,  $7;  total,  $11.66.  Lettsworth— 
dues,  $1.20.  Neely  (Wilson)— dues,  $2.20. 
New  Roads— dues,  $1.  Total  for  the  district, 
$107.41. 

Great  good  has  been  accomplished  through¬ 
out  our  district  group  monthly  meetings, 
arousing  a  working  interest  in  charges  in  re¬ 
mote  places. — M.  E.  James,  President;  T.  A. 
Williams,  Secretary;  F.  A.  Reddix,  Treas¬ 
urer. 

Houtton,  Texas — The  Wwnan’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Houston  District 
convened  August  27,  in  its  third  annual  dis¬ 
trict  meeting,  at  Mallalieu  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  in  connection  with  the  District 
Conference.  Friday  afternoon  was  given  to 
the  sisters.  Devotionals  were  conducted  by 
Sisters  A.  L.  Pullam,  A.  Harris,  A.  Minne- 
gan,  L.  Austin,  M.  Alfred,  and  L.  Reedy. 
The  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  mani¬ 
fested  among  us.  A  very  impressive  me¬ 
morial  service  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  M. 
Davenport  This  service  was  closed  bv  a 
solo,  “I’ve  Done  My  Work,”  by  Miss  Johnie 
Mae  Newton.  The  business  of  the  evening 
was  then  taken  up.  The  roll  of  the  district 
officers  was  called  and  all  responded  to  same. 
Very  splendid  reports  were  read  ^  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  various  charges.  These  re¬ 
ports  showed  that  the  sisters  had  not  slept 
on  their  Jobs.  Especially  do  we  make  men¬ 
tion  of  reports  from  the  Junior  work.  The 
auxiliary  hour  was  enjoyed  by  all.  The 
young  people’s  hour  was  a  treat.  Miss  Gladys 
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Davis,  of  Trinity  Church,  favored  us  with 
a  reading — ‘‘Hagar  and  Ishmael” — to  the  de- 
light  of  all.  Mrs.  Alvora  Carr  Miles  sang 
very 'sweetly  “Hold  Thou  My  Hand.” 
children’s  hour  was  the  climax.  A  paper  by 
little  Miss  Lee  and  a  reading  by  little  Miss 
Fonsworth,  both  of  Trinity  Church,  ^**’® 
very  inspirational.  A  dialogue — ^“How  Some 
Dollies  Came  to  Go  as  Missionaries  —by 
Misses  Vclocia  Eloby,  Cecil  Robinson,  Fannie 
.Green,  and  Texona  Green,  of  Mt.  Vernon 
Church,  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all.  We  are 
justly  proud  of  our  young  people  and  chil¬ 
dren.  The  foUowing  officers  were  elert^: 
President,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Carr,  2021  Whitty 
Street,  Houston,  Texas;  first  vice-president, 
Mrs.  Overton,  Houston,  Texas;  second  vice- 
president,  Mrs.  Austin,  Galveston,  Texas; 
tUrd  vice-president,  Mrs.  E.  House,  Galves¬ 
ton,  Texas;  fourth  vice-president,  Mrs.  F.  D. 
Mays,  Houston,  Texas;  corresponding  secre¬ 
tary,  Miss  F.  E.  Butler,  Galveston,  Texas; 
recording  secretary,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Speed,  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texas;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Carter,  Sweeny, 
Texas;  counselor  of  young  people,  Mrs.  F.  T. 
Le^  Houston,  Texas;  counselor  of  junior 
work,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Lovell,  Houston,  Texas; 
mite  box  secretary,  Mrs.  A.  Harris,  Houston, 
Texas;  secretary  of  stewardship,  Mrs.  Tillie, 
Houston,  Texas;  secretary  of  literature,  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Horlle,  Houston,  Texas;  extension  sec¬ 
retary,  Mrs.  L.  E.  Booker,  Houston,  Texas; 


supply  secretary,  Mrs.  L.  Gilmore,  Hou^on, 
Texas.  After  the  election  of  officers  the  Re^ 
J.  H.  Lovell  installed  the  same.  This  part 
of  the  program  was  very  impressive.  After 
these  services  seventy-five  men,  women,  and 
children  joined  hands,  forming  a  circle,  and 
sang,  “dod  Be  With  You  TiU  We  Meet 
Again.”  The  Rev.  Donaldson,  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  pronounced  the  benedic¬ 
tion.  This  closed  one  of  the  best  meetings  in 
the  history  of  the  society.— Reporter. 

The  Tongue 

“The  boneless  tongue,  so  small  and  weak. 
Can  crush  and  kill,”  declared  the  Greek. 
“The  tongue  destroys  a  greater  horde. 

The  Turk  asserts,  “than  does  the  sword. 

The  Persian  proverb  wisely  saith, 

“A  lengthy  tongue,  an  early  death.” 

Or  sometimes  takes  this  form  instead: 
“Don’t  let  your  tongue  cut  off  your  head. 
“The  tongue  can  speak  a  word  whose  speed, 
Says  the  Chinese,  “outstrips  the  steed.” 
While  Arab  sages  this  impart:  , 

“The  tongue’s  great  storehouse  is  the  heart- 
From  H«rew  wit  the  maxim  sprung; 
“Though  feet  should  slip,  ne’er  let  tw 
tongue.” 

The  sacred  writer  crowns  the  whole: 

“Who  keeps  his  tongue  doth  keep  his  soul. 
— From  The  Studebaker  Co-operator. 
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The  Heathen 

(During  the  summer  of  1925,  in  the  city  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  a 
wounded  man  bled  to  death  while  the  ambulance  corps  of  two  firms 
refused  to  render  first  aid  because  the  man  was  a  Negro.) 


A  Sabbath  hush  falls  over  city  streets, 

While  low-voiced  prayers  are  breathed  by  silk-clad 
throngs 

In  costly  pews.  With  studied  phrase  and  force 
Of  eloquence  the  preacher  pleads  for  souls 
In  China,  far  beyond  the  gospel’s  call. 

His  hearers  weep  in  sympathy,  and  give 

From  hoarded  store  that  Christ’s  own  blood  might  save 

The  heathen. 

The  service  ends.  Self-righteously  content 
Witli  duty  done,  the  hearers  homeward  go. 

But,  hark!  Is  that  a  stifled  groan  they  hear? — 
Within  the  shadow  of  the  sacred  spire. 

Crushed,  with  its  life  blood  ebbing  painfully, 

A  human  form  lies  helpless.  Did  I  say 
A  human  form?  That  cannot  be:  ’tis  but 
A  Negro. 

What  human  form,  in  utter  agony. 

Could  lie  alone,  untouched  by  Christian  hands. 

The  while,  aloof,  unmoved,  a  white-clad  corps 
Of  mercy  stands,  nor  deigns  to  offer  aid. 

Lest  dire  pollution  touch  their  w'hited  souls! 

It  bleeds,  it  gasps,  it  dies,  unhelped,  alone. 

White  silk-clad  throngs  shed  tears  of  sympathy 

For  heathen.  —Jessie  C.  Wieet. 
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Pan -African  Congress  Meets 
in  New  York 

Plan  Program  for  Eeonomie  and  Booial  Development  of  Africa — Baye  Negroee  Bhoald 
Know  More  About  African  History  and  Culture — Condemns  Exploitation  of  Darker 
Peoples — Monsieur  Bellegarde  Pleads  for  Haiti  and  Beores  American  Occupation — 
Bays  American  Negroes  Must  Come  to  the  Rescue  of  Haiti — American  and^  Foreign 
Delegates  Present — Congress  Beores  Lynching  and  Begregation — Asks  Withdrawal 
of  Americans  from  Haiti. 

By  Cleveland  G.  Allen 


The  fourth  Pan-African  Congrees,  one 
of  the  most  constructive  movements  for 
the  social  and  econcnnic  betterment  of 
the  Negro  peoples  of  the  world,  closed  its 
four-days’  session  on  Wednesday  evening,  Au¬ 
gust  24,  with  a  larK  meeting  at  Uie  Abys¬ 
sinian  Baptist  Churen.  The  congress  was  held 
from  August  21-24,  and  brougbt  here  repre¬ 
sentative  Negro  leaders  from  twenty-one 
atates  of  the  country,  all  of  the  West  Indies 
Islands,  Haiti,  Africa,  and  Germany.  The 
congress  was  one  of  the  most  successful  held, 
and  before  it  adjourned  it  went  down  on 
record  as  being  opposed  to  the  exploitation 
of  Africa;  aslm  that  the  Negro  be  entitled 
to  his  own  land;  urged  the  federation  of  the 
West  Indies  Islands;  asks  for  larger  political 
(^portunities  for  the  Negro;  scored  lynch¬ 
ing  and  prejudice  in  America;  urged  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Americans  from  Haiti; 
asked  for  the  selection  of  Haiti  in  1928,  and 
advocated  a  larger  interest  in  the  economic 
and  social  development  of  the  darker  peoples 
of  the  world. 

The  congress,  meeting  for  the  first  time  in 
America,  concentrated  on  working  out  a  pro¬ 
gram  that  will  make  for  the  betterment  of 
Africa,  as  well  as  to  call  attention  to  the 
remarkable  background  of  Africa  and  its 
contribution  to  world  Ustory.  Every  phase 
of  the  African  question  was  discussed  and 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  congress. 
Cbai^  and  maps  were  exhibited  showing  the 
strategic  position  of  Africa,  as  well  as  mow¬ 
ing  tM  progress  <that  the  Negro  has  made 
in  education,  business,  religion,  and  art. 

Haiti  came  in  for  a  great  deal  of  discus¬ 
sion  at  the  congress,  and  M.  Dantes  Belle- 
garde,  a  distinguished  Haitian,  who  repre¬ 
sented  Haiti  at  the  League  of  Nations,  made 
a  plea  for  that  country,  and  scored  the 
American  occupation  for  the  policy  it  has 
pursued  in  Haiti.  He  said  that  the  American 
people  had  lost  prestige  in  that  country. 
Monsieur  Bellegarde  was  one  of  the  most 
picturesque  delegates  at  the  congress. 

Another  prominent  delegate  was  Chief 
Amoah  III,  from  the  Gold  Coast,  who  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  congress  the  exact 
status  of  Africa,  and  interprrted  the  African 
philosophy  as  it  relates  to  customs  and  hab¬ 
its.  There  were  166  delegates  present,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  best  leadership  of  the  Negro 
race.  All  of  the  sessions  were  largely  at¬ 
tended,  and  keen  interest  shown  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings.  Dr.  W.  E.  B.  Dubois,  editor  of 
the  Crisis,  and  who  had  been  foremost  in  the 
Pan-African  movement,  was  the  general  di¬ 
rector  of  the  congress,  and  brought  to  its 
attention  vital  problems  affecting  the  Ne¬ 
groes  of  Africa,  Haiti,  the  West  Indies,  and 
America.  Dr.  Dubois  urged  a  closer  study 
of  the  problems  affecting  the  Negro  through¬ 
out  the  world. 

The  headquarters  of  the  congress  was  at 
the  Grace  Congregational  Church,  where  the 
morning  and  afternoon  sessions  were  held. 
The  congress  was  sponsored  by  the  Circle 
for  Peace  and  Foreign  Relations,  of  which 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Hunton  is  president.  The  open¬ 
ing  session  of  the  congress  was  held  at  St. 
Mark’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  where 
a  large  gathering  was  present.  Mrs.  Hunton 
told  of  the  efforts  of  the  Circle  for  Peace 
and  Foreign  Relations  to  have  the  congress 
come  to  America  for  its  fourth  eessiem,  and 
the  earnestness  with  which  it  worked  to  bring 
it  here. 

Dr.  Dubois  presided.  He  gave  a  history 
of  the  Pan-African  movement  and  told  of 
its  aims  and  objects.  He  said  that  at  the 
first  congress,  which  met  in  Paris,  there  were 
fifty-seven  persons  present,  representing 


twelve  different  countries.  At  the  second 
congress,  he  said,  which  met  in  London  there 
were  110  delegates  from  thirty-one  different 
countries,  and  the  third,  which  met  in  Lisbon, 
there  were  twenty-five  delegates  from  ten 
different  countries. 

Greetings  were  brought  to  the  congress  by 
Chief  Amoah  III,  representing  Africa;  the 
Hon.  Augustus  Toote,  a  member  of  the  leg¬ 
islature  of  Bahamas,  who  represented  that 
island;  Bishop  R.  G.  Barrow,  who  spoke  for 
Barbadoes ;  H.  E.  Rahkit,  for  the  East  Indies ; 
M.  Dantes  Bellegarde,  of  Haiti,  and  the  Hon. 
Adolph  Sixto,  who  represented  the  Virgin 
Islands.  Monsieur  Bellegarde,  through  &e 
ofilcial  Interpreter  of  the  congress.  Prof. 
Rayford  Logan,  made  a  fervent  and  effective 
plea  for  a  better  understanding  of  the  Haitian 
peoples.  Dr.  William  Pickens  brought  a  re¬ 
port  from  the  conference  at  Brussels. 

The  session  on  Monday  began  with  an  ex¬ 
position  of  conditions  in  Africa,  led  by  Dr. 
Dubois.  He  told  of  the  traits,  customs,  tra¬ 
ditions,  and  habits  of  the  people.  This  dis¬ 
cussion  was  opened  by  Mrs.  Coralie  Franklin 
Cooke,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  The  afternoon 
session  had  to  do  with  a  discussion  on 
African  missions.  Mrs.  Helen  Curtis,  widow 
of  the  former  minister  to  Liberia,  the  late 
James  L.  Curtis,  told  of  the  work  that  she 
was  doing  in  Africa  for  the  training  of  the 
children.  She  urged  a  better  support  of  the 
missionaries  who  go  to  Africa,  and  praised 
the  work  of  the  missionaries  as  being  one  of 
the  most  important  in  its  development.  Mrs. 
A.  P.  Camphor,  wife  of  the  late  Bishop 
Camphor,  of  Liberia,  told  of  the  mission 
work  that  was  being  done  by  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  Mrs.  A.  W.  Dicker- 
son  told  of  the  work  that  the  Baptist  Church 
was  doing  in  its  missionary  program  in 
Africa. 

At  the  close  of  the  afternoon  session  a 
public  reception  was  tendered  the  delegates 
at  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  At  the  reception  the 
American  delegates  had  an  opportunity  to 
meet  the  foreign  delegates  and  to  give  them 
their  first  welcome  to  America.  The  evening 
session  on  Monday  was  held  at  the  St.  James 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  discussion  had  to 
do  with  the  history  of  Africa.  Dr.  Charles 
H.  Wesley,  of  Howard  University,  told  of  the 
historical  and  cultural  background  of  Africa. 
He  said,  “No  peoples  or  nation  has  ever 
played  a  great  part  unless  it  was  aware  of 
its  background.”  Dr.  Wesley  said  that  we 
should  know  more  about  the  history  of  Af¬ 
rica.  He  said  that  the  knowledge  spread 
about  Africa,  which  has  given  an  erroneous 
impression,  was  due  to  missionaries  and  im¬ 
perialists.  M.  Bellegarde,  of  Haiti,  and 
former  minister  to  France,  told  of  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  slavery  in  Haiti  prior  to  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  country  in  1804.  He  scored 
the  peonage  system  in  America,  and  said  that 
such  conditions  should  end. 

Prof.  Melville  Herskovits  spoke  on  the 
“American  Negro  and  His  Half-Brother.” 
He  pointed  out  the  development  of  the 
American  Neno  into  a  distinct  type,  which 
made  his  background  and  culture  different 
from  that  of  Africa.  At  the  session  on  Tues¬ 
day  morning.  Dr.  Dubois  gave  an  exposition 
of  conditions  in  the  Caribbean  Islands.  Prof. 
Hudson  Phillips,  of  Cheney  Institute,  said 
that  the  educational  system  in  the  West  In¬ 
dies  must  be  changed  for  the  best  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  peoples.  He  told  of  the  situation 
as  it  faced  the  Island  of  Granada,  and  said 
that  such  conditions  were  troical  of  the  West 
Indies.  Others  who  spoke  were  Eunne 
Corbie,  who  told  of  oonmtions  in  Trinidad; 


Mr.  Brooks,  of  Jamaica,  and  Richard  B. 
Moore.  ' 

M.  Bellegarde,  of  Haiti,  speaking  In  the 
discussion  through  his  Interpreter,  Prof. 
Logan,  bitterly  scored  and  assailed  the  Amer¬ 
ican  occupation  in  Haiti.  “The  .American 
occupation  has  destroyed  the  confidence  and 
respect  that  the  Haitians  formerly  held  for 
Americans,  and  it  has  destroyed  the  Amer¬ 
ican  prestige,”  he  said.  Bellegarde  told  of 
the  atrocities  that  the  Americans  practiced 
upon  the  Haitians,  and  said  that  they  are 
taken  advantage  of  In  every  way.  He  said 
that  the  Haitians  are  not  allowed  to  carry 
guns,  and  this  has  put  them  to  the  mercy 
of  the  marines.  He  told  how  Haitians  had 
been  shot  down  by  Americans,  and  cited  cases 
where  American  officers  had  raped  Haitian 
girls.  He  told  of  a  need  of  a  better  educa¬ 
tional  system  for  Haiti,  and  said  that  if  the 
American  Negro  does  not  take  a  greater  in¬ 
terest  in  the  Haitians,  and  come  to  their 
rescue,  they  will  be  exterminated.  He  told 
of  the  history  of  the  Haitian  republic  and 
said  that  it  was  a  glorious  one.  He  said 
that  according  to  Haitian  history.  President 
Borno  is  not  legally  president  of  Haiti.  The 
addresses  of  Monsieur  Bellegarde  to  the  con¬ 
gress  have  ^ven  a  new  estimate  of  the  char¬ 
acter  and  history  of  the  Haitian  peoples. 

The  afternoon  session  on  Tuesday  was  held 
at  the  Fourth  Moravian  Church.  The  ad¬ 
dresses  were  on  “The  Future  and  'the  His¬ 
tory  of  Africa.”  The  speakers  were  W. 
Tete  Ansa  and  Prof.  William  Hansbury.  The 
discussion  at  this  meeting  was  one  of  the 
most  interesting  of  the  afternoon  meeting. 
The  meeting  was  followed  by  a  visit  to  the 
West  136th  Street  Public  Library,  to  see  the 
African  exhibit  and  the  Schomburg  collection, 
which  is  the  largest  collection  on  the  Negro 
in  the  world. 

The  evening  session  was  held  at  Salem 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  discussion 
centered  around  “The  Economic  Development 
of  Africa.”  Chief  Amoah  III,  of  the  Gold 
Coast,  said  that  Africa  has  an  area  of  11,000,- 
000  square  miles,  and  a  population  «f  142,- 
000,000.  He  said  that  Africa  was  one  fifth 
of  the  area  of  the  world.  He  told  of  its 
vast  resources,  and  said  that  education  was 
one  of  the  greatest  needs  for  the  development 
of  the  resources  of  the  country. 

Prof.  Leslie  Pinkney  Hill,  of  Cheney 
Normal  School,  told  of  the  need  of  an  edu¬ 
cational  campaign  that  would  serve  to  get  tlie 
case  of  the  Negro  before  the  peoples  of  the 
world.  He  said  that  Negroes  should  ally 
themselves  with  every  agency  making  for  the 
general  betterment  and  advancement  of  the 
world. 

M.  Bellegarde,  of  Haiti,  made  a  motion 
that  the  congress  form  a  permanent  organi¬ 
zation.  Bishop  R.  C.  Ransom,  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  seconded  the  motion,  and  spoke 
strongly  in  support  of  the  motion. 

The  session  on  Wednesday  morning  began 
{Concluded  on  page  7S6) 
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True  Prophets 


True  prophets  are  bom  with  the  instinct  for  cor¬ 
recting  the  evils  of  their  times  and  thereby  laying 
ample  and  suitable  foundations  of  ideal  character 
and  conditions  for  the  persons  and  times  that  are  to  fol¬ 
low.  Reinforcing  the  wrill  to  effect  such  ideal  changes, 
the  true  prophet  forges  ahead  daunted  by  no  considera¬ 
tion  or  combination  of  circumstances,  however  adverse. 
He  sees  the  goal,  is  convinced  of  its  possibility,  reasons 
that  Providence  wills  it,  and,  willing  it  himself,  coura¬ 
geously  and  passionately  strives  for  its  realization  in 
practical  relationships  even  at  the  cost  of  sacrifice. 

To  this  order  of  true  prophets  belongs  the  Negro 
preacher  of  the  Southland.  He  is  convinced,  captivated, 
and  inspired  by  Biblical  idealism.  On  this  he  bases  his 
hope  of  personal  virtue  and  service  as  the  only  worth-while 
life  philosophy.  The  Christian  ethic  validates  itself  to 
his  consciousness  as  adequate.  His  faith  therein  is  re¬ 
inforced  by  the  course  of  history,  and  is  sanctioned  by 
the  best  ethical  teaching  of  our  times.  Instead  of  its 
being  junked  as  impracticable,  credence  in  the  value  of 
the  religious  principle  for  all  life  is  being  clamorously 
heralded  everywhere  to-day  as  the  only  solvent  for  all  of 
our  modem-world  problems.  Beyond  the  pale  of  the 
Christian  ethic  as  humanity’s  highest,  most  valuable  con¬ 
cept,  the  Negro  preacher  dares  not  hope.  Here  he  vests 
all.  Every  valid  consideration  has  led  him  to  this  con¬ 
clusion. 

But  what  must  be  his  bewilderment  and  chagrin  amid 
this  strange  play  and  interplay  of  customs,  cultures,  in¬ 
stitutions,  and  forces  which  we  call  modern  civilization ! 
Bmsquely  he  is  confronted  with  the  broad  general  fact 
that  the  Christian  formula  does  not  apply  to  the  social 
conditions  that  environ  him  and  his  people — at  least  as 
far  as  their  assimilation  into  the  social  conglomerate  is 
concerned.  He  and  his  group  cannot  articulate  with  the 
total  mass.  Whatever  the  Scriptures  say,  and  whatever 
the  cross  means,  these  have  no  significance  for  human  fel¬ 
lowship  as  far  as  the  Negro  peoples  are  concerned.  The 
politics,  the  social  formulas,  even  the  religious  creeds  and 
institutions  of  the  South  taboo,  ostracize,  and  segregate 
the  Negro  from  any  kind  of  fellowship  such  as  is  implied 
in  the  very  message  of  the  cross ;  and  that  Christian  com¬ 
munion  and  spirit  of  unity  in  terms  of  which  the  whole 
Christian  enterprise,  to  be  valid,  must  be  interpreted  is 
negatived  and  belied  by  the  settled  policy  of  Southern 
civilization.  Excepting  the  Negro  preacher,  the  South 
is  full  of  silent  social  prophets  of  righteous  relationships 
among  those  black  and  white  Christians  who  must  live 
side  by  side. 

It  is  this  Negro  preacher  who  continues  to  herald  the 
principle  of  the  sure  rewards  of  virtue  while,  alj  the  time, 
he  is  witnessing  the  crudest  reversal  of  that  principle  as 
is  applies  to  him  and  the  black  confiding  masses  to  whom 
the  church  has  hitherto  meant  practically  everything. 
Where  in  the  South’s  scheme  of  civilization  is  virtue  on 
part  of  the  Negro  rewarded  even  with  respectable  treat¬ 
ment?  However  virtuous  or  meritorious  an  individual 


Negro  or  group  or  community  may  be,  it  matters  not  in 
the  fixed  Southern  scheme  of  things.  To  that  Negro  or 
his  group  a  certain  treatment  and  a  certain  place  are  in¬ 
evitably  assigned,  regardless  of  the  dictates  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  ethic  under  any  and  all  circumstances.  However 
virtuous  a  Negro  is,  judged  by  every  legitimate  stand¬ 
ard  of  universal  ethical  value,  no  such  Negro  can  receive 
at  the  hands  of  the  South  or  within  Southern  territory 
the  respect  and  rewards  to  which  virtue  is  entitled  under 
Christian  ethics  everywhere  and  at  all  times.  Though 
the  “reward-for-virtue”  formula  is  impossible  of  realiza¬ 
tion  by  the  Negroes  of  the  South,  the  Negro  preacher, 
true  prophet  of  Jesus’  idealism,  continues  his  task  of 
tutelage  of  the  unsuspecting  Negro  masses  to  rely  on 
virtue  for  its  own  rewards.  In  the  South  the  Negro 
preacher  must  preach  against  indisputable,  unchange¬ 
able,  social,  industrial,  political  fact.  The  South’s  sys¬ 
tem  makes  impossible  the  effective  operation  of  this  moral 
law,  in  favor  of  the  Negro,  whatever  the  degree  of  his 
virtue,  as  long  as  that  virtue  resides  behind  a  colored 
pigment. 

Christianity,  preached  by  the  Negro  prophet,  re¬ 
quires  kindliness  and  the  forgiving  spirit.  But  the  Negro 
masses  of  the  South  live  in  a  civilization  that  is,  toward 
theiri,  a  surging  sea  of  ill  will,  of  cruel  passion  of  lawless¬ 
ness,  of  brutality.  “How,”  the  Negro  deliberates,  “can 
such  a  social  attitude  and  passion  on  part  of  the  intelligent 
Christian  majority  element  comport  with  what  our  re¬ 
ligious  leaders  are  teaching  us,  is  the  Christian  way  of 
life — to  love  one’s  neighbor  as  one’s  self?”  He  wonders 
whether  this  Christianity  that  requires  him  to  be  neigh¬ 
borly  toward  his  white  neighbor  exacts  of  his  white  neigh¬ 
bor  neighborly  treatment  toward  his  colored  neighbor. 
He  questions  the  validity  of  a  law  that  will  not  bear 
application  alike  to  all  human  units.  No  single  consider¬ 
ation  is  doing  more  to  create  in  the  Negro’s  consciousness 
a  benumbing  suspicion  of  the  Negro  preacher  and  his 
message,  as  well  as  an  attitude  of  indifference  to  the 
church,  than  is  the  lack  of  consonance  between  what  the 
Negro  prophet  preaches  and  the  unchristian  practices 
which  white  Southern  civilization  shows  against  the 
Negro. 

This  faithful  prophet  nevertheless  is  zealous  in  his 
task  of  zealously  guarding  his  message  from  violence. 
These  two  things  are  giving  him  concern  as  nothing  else 
to-day :  First,  he  is  becoming  disturbed  by  the  noise  and 
vibrations  that  materialistic  science  are  causing  as  it 
blasts  away  at  the  foundations  of  his  faith.  Then  the 
glaring  inconsistencies  in  creed  and  practice  which  are 
prevalent  everywhere  in  the  circles  of  the  Christian 
church  wherever  he  is  involved;  these,  especially  this  last 
consideration,  is  profoundly  affecting  the  Negro’s  faith 
in  those  values  'he  has  hitherto*  held  to  be  supreme. 

This  tendency  to  skepticism  and  distrust  among  the 
millions  of  Negroes,  the  Negro  preacher  is  heroically  en¬ 
deavoring  to  withstand.  It  takes  superior  courage  to 
do  so.  That  courage  must  be  both  physical  and  spiritual. 
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EiXacting  and  exhausting  is  this  task  of  the  Negro 
preacher — ^more  difficult  because  of  the  paradox  eVer 
present  in  the  situation  th§p  that  of  any  other  spiritual 
leaders  of  the  times.  Amid  brutality,  bloodshed,  and 
bestiality  directed  by  their  neighbors  against  his  people, 
he  must  preserve  his  own  integrity,  his  poise,  his  faith, 
and  teach  them  to  do  so.  His  faith,  both  in  humanity 
and  in  God,  must  abide  unimpaired.  He  is  watched,  cen¬ 
sored,  and  censured  if  he  ventures  to  lead  his  people  out 
beyond  conventional  horizons  into  the  broad  outlooks  of 
life  and  achievement  w'hich  Christ  died  to  make  possible 
for  all  men,  but  which  our  pagan  environment  will  not 
allow  for  Negroes. 

To  preserve  his  self-integrity  and  the  confidence  of 
his  people  in  his  disinterestedness  is  the  big  problem 
now  occupying  the  attention  of  the  Negro  preacher.  The 
problem  of  otherworldliness  has  scarcely  even  a  secondary 
place  within  the  Negro  preacher’s  religious  responsibility 
to  his  group.  The  mental  complex  of  the  group  will 
scarcely  permit  it.  Nor  has  this  Negro  prophet  a  satis¬ 


factory  social  gospel  inasmuch  as  the  gospel  formula  ^1 
whic)i  he  preaches  is,  by  general  consent  of  society,  not 
applicable  where  Negroes  are  concerned.  It  thus  follows 
that  with  increasing  anxiety  the  Negro  preacher  must 
be  concerned  with  the  integrity  of  the  message  which 
he  is  called  upon  to  preach  to  his  people. 

His  position  in  the  social  scheme  is  critical.  He 
must  meet  the  most  baffling  challenge  of  the  times — 
preaching  a  gospel  which  the  majority  and  dominant  ele¬ 
ment  steadfastly  resolve  shall  not  apply  where  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  his  people  are  involved;  where  men,  in  order  to 
bolster  up  their  racial  narrowness  and  exclusiveness  as 
over  against  the  liberalism  of  the  cross,  are  aggressively 
deriding  the  Christian  idealism  that  finds  and  proclaims 
a  brother  in  every  human  being  that  God  has  made. 

The  most  courageous  man  in  the  South  is  the  con¬ 
scientious,  God-call^,  courageous  Negro  preacher  who 
has  a  clear  vision  of  social  righteousness  and  dares  stand 
up  in  the  wilderness  o*f  Southern  prejudice,  crying  all  the 
while,  “Make  straight  the  Lord’s  way  in  the  desert.” 


Mrs.  Charles  M.  Melden  Passes 

Hit  dews  drop  mutely  on  the  hUl, 

His  cloud  above  it  laileth  still, 

Though  on  its  slope  men  sow  and  reap. 

More  softly  than  the  dew  is  shed, 

Or  cloud  it  floated  overhead, 

"He  giveth  Hit  beloved  sleep." 


Elizabeth  barrett  browning  herein 

phrases  beautifully  the  experience  of  a  beautiful 
personality — ^that  of  Mrs.  Addie  Louise  Melden, 
,who  entered  into  her  long  rest  on  Thursday  morning, 

-  June  30,  at  the  Kings’  Daughters’  Home,  Oakland,  Calif., 
after  a  lingering  illness  of  two  or  more  years.  Hers 
was  a  peaceful  passing. 

Among  the  traits  of  her  symmetrical  character  none 
was  more  marked  than  her  devotion  passionately  to  high 
ideals  of  personal  worth  and  service.  Fused  in  the  hos¬ 
pitable  warmth  of  such  devotion,  her  own  personal  char¬ 
acter  was  seasoned  by  sweetness  of  temper,  poise,  re¬ 
straint,  and  rich  culture.  In  her  blended  the  rich  vir¬ 
tues  that  were  moulded  in  the  cultured  spiritual  atmos¬ 
phere  of  Puritan  New  England.  Pious  traditions  and 
practical  faith  wrought  out  in  her  an  intensity  of  con¬ 
viction  that  kept  her  loyal  and  devoted  to  the  noblest 
standards  of  personal  private  and  public  virtue. 

Mrs.  Melden  was  born  December  28,  1867,  at  Lowell, 
Mass.  She  was  educated,  and  later  taught  in  the  schools 
of  Malden,  Mass.  In  1892  she  married  Doctor  Charles 
M.  Melden,  at  that  time  pastor  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Malden.  In  these  incidents  lay  potentially 
the  circumstance  and  occasion  for  that  future  long  career 
of  service  by  which  she  will  ever  be  held  in  grateful  re¬ 
membrance  by  thousands  whose  lives  she  touched  and 
enriched.  Though  of  brief  duration,  her  life  in  the  par¬ 
sonage  at  Malden  was  radiant  with  helpfulness.  When 
her  husband  became  president  of  Clark  University,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  the  type  of  service  which  she  gave  changed, 
but  the  fervor  and  sincerity  of  her  devotion  pervaded 
all  her  efforts  in  this  new  field.  To  President  Melden 
she  was  an  able  assistant,  whose  co-operating  labors 
caused  this  important  Negro  school  to  emerge  from  a 
vexing  period  of  ill-adjustment  to  most  creditable  stand¬ 


ing  in  the  educational  field.  Having  spent  six  years  at 
Atlanta,  the  longer  period  of  her  life  of  service  was  sub¬ 
sequently  spent  at  New  Orleans  University,  where  her 
husband  was  President  covering  the  period  1911-1926.^fc 
Writing  of  Mrs.  Melden’s  fine  service  at  New  Orleans,* 
one  of  her  associates  there  says :  “During  her  fourteen 
years  of  service  at  New  Orleans  University,  Mrs.  Melden 
greatly  endeared  herself  to  students,  patrons,  and  friends 
of  the  institution,  winning  their  love  and  esteem.  At  no 
time  while  her  health  was  such  as  would  permit  her  to 
serve  actively,  did  she  spare  either  her  time  or  her  ener¬ 
gies  in  her  effort  to  make  life  for  all  connected  with  the 
school  all  that  an  ideal  Christian  college  life  should  be. 
Those  of  us  who  knew  her  in  the  ardor  of  her  life  grieve 
to  learn  of  her  passing,  yet  it  was  not  Mrs.  Addie  L. 
Melden  broken  in  health  or  peacefully  at  rest  that  we 
visualized  when  told  she  had  left  us,  but  hundreds 
of  men  and  women  in  this  South  section  saw  again  a 
vigorous,  noble,  patient  woman,  a  director  to  the  very 
last  detail  of  all  that  led  to  cleanliness,  goodness,  and 
truthfulness.  We  see  her  still  in  the  halls  and  class¬ 
rooms  of  our  lives  an  ideal  to  be  attained.  In  our 
hearts  she  shall  live  forever  our  own  “Mother  Melden.” 

The  remains  of  Mrs.  Melden  were  accompanied  by 
President  Melden  to  Boston.  Interment  was  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  lot  of  Saugus  Center  Cemetery,  Massachusetts. 

Hundreds  of  hearts  of  former  students  and  graduates 
of  the  two  educational  institutions  for  Negroes,  to  whom 
she  gave  so  many  full  years  of  her  rare,  rich  life,  are 
quickened  with  emotions  of  sorrow  on  the  knowledge  of 
her  passing.  She  has  fallen  upon  the  sleep  that  knows 
no  waking  on  earth,  but  among  the  green  hills  far  away 
she  rests  from  her  labors  while  here  she  continues  to  live  ^ 
in  the  thousands  of  hearts  to  whom  memory  of  her  wilH 
always  be  a  precious  legacy. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


By  Robert  B.  Eleazer 

UST  the  job  of  getting  along  with  another  is  life’s 
most  difficult  problem.  It’s  a  lifelong  problem,  too ; 
we  never  solve  it  fully. 

Particularly  difficult  is  this  problem  when  it  involves 
people  who  are  radically  different  from  us,  especially 
people  of  other  races — and  the  greater  the  difference  the 
greater  the  difficulty.  In  doubt  and  uncertainty  we  look 
about  for  help — for  some  sound  principle  to  guide  us 
toward  the  solution.  Where  shall  we  turn  with  confidence 
if  not  to  the  Bible? 

We  open  the  Book.  “In  the  beginning  God” ;  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  the  world;  its  peopling  with  the  lower  orders  of 
life;  and  then — 

“God  created  man  in  his  own  image,  .  .  .  and  breathed 
into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life.”  Gen.  1.  27  and  2.  7. 

Who  can  fail  to  see  the  implication?  Made  in  the 
image  of  God,  like  Him  in  the  power  to  know  and  to  choose 
between  good  and  evil,  inbreathed  by  God’s  own  immortal 
spirit,  humanity  is  something  infinitely  valuable  and  sa¬ 
cred.  In  every  man,  therefore,  I  must  see  one  of  God’s 
children,  strayed  a  long  way  from  home,  maybe,  but,  like 
the  prodigal  son,  still  dear  to  the  Father’s  heart.  Hence 
I  must  respect  him,  not  necessarily  because  of  what  he 
seems  to  be,  but  because  of  his  innate  divinity,  his  poten¬ 
tial  God-likeness,  his  infinite  possibilities. 

^*Have  we  not  all  one  Father?  Hath  not  one  God  cre¬ 
ated  us?  Why  do  we  deal  treacherously  every  man  against 
his  brother?”  Mai.  2.  10. 

'  As  children  of  one  heavenly  Father,  I  must  think  of 
all  men  as  brothers.  No,  not  in  terms  of  sentiment  and 
gush,  but  in  understanding,  in  sympathy,  in  good  will  and 
helpfulness.  Many  of  them  I  may  not  admire,  some  I  may 
even  dislike,  but  just  the  same  I  must  think  of  them  with 
kindly  interest  and  an  honest  desire  to  do  them  good,  not 
ill. 

“God  .  .  .  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men 
for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth.”  Acts  17.  24 
and  26. 

How  shall  we  account,  then,  for  the  striking  differ¬ 
ences  between  races  ?  For  example,  what  has  made  some  of 
them  light  in  color  and  others  dark?  Climate,  without 
doubt.  One  can  easily  see  its  effect  in  a  single  summer’s 
tan.  Imagine  the  process  going  on  for  ages  and  you  can 
readily  understand  the  result. 

But  doesn’t  the  Bible  say  God  cursed  Ham  and  turned 
him  black?  No,  it  does  not.  It  says  nothing  about  God 
cursing  anybody,  and  nothing  about  anybody  being  turned 
black.  Read  the  story  for  yourself  in  Gen.  9. 

“God  hath  shewed  me  that  I  should  not  call  any  man 
common  or  unclean.”  Acts  10.  28. 

Since  all  are  the  children  of  God,  I  must  not  think  con¬ 
temptuously  of  any  nor  flatter  myself  with  any  feeling  of 
innate  superiority.  I  may  have  had  better  advantages ;  I 
may  know  more  and  have  more ;  I  may  even  be  more  ca¬ 
pable  than  others;  all  this  I  may  see  quite  clearly;  but  I 
may  not  therefore  count  myself  inherently  better  than 
any  other  of  God’s  children.  I  am  not  the  judge  of  any 
1  man  or  race.  To  their  own  Father  alone  men  stand  or 
fall.  (Rom.  14.  4.) 

“Fe  have  heard  that  it  was  said  by  them  of  old  time. 


*Thou  shalt  not  kill*  .  .  .  But  I  ^ay  unto  you,  that  who¬ 
soever  shall  say  to  his  brother,  *Raca*  {'Worthless  one*y 
shall  be  in  danger  of  the  council,  but  whosoever  shall  sayy 
‘Thou  fool*  shall  be  in  danger  of  hell  fire.”  Matt.  6.  21 
and  22. 

Yes,  it  is  wicked  to  kill  the  body  of  a  man,  says  Jesus,, 
but  no  less  wicked  to  stab  his  spirit  with  contempt — tO' 
count  one  of  God’s  children  a  worthless  thing,  worthy  of 
no  more  consideration  than  a  beast.  Whenever  I  deliber¬ 
ately  hurt  or  humiliate  or  degrade  any  human  being,  let 
me  remember  well  that  I  am  striking  at  the  very  heart  of 
God. 

''Whosoever  shall  cause  one  of  these  little  ones  that  be¬ 
lieve  on  me  to  stumble,  it  were  better  for  him  that  a  mill¬ 
stone  were  hanged  about  his  neck  and  he  were  cast  into  the 
sea.**  Mark  9.  42.* 

Like  the  sin  of  contempt  for  God’s  children  is  the  sin 
of  limiting  them,  of  putting  hindrances  in  their  way,  of 
denying  them  the  opportunity  to  achieve  the  best  they  are 
capable  of.  Child  labor  that  dwarfs  undeveloped  bodies 
and  minds ;  starvation  wages  that  mean,  not  life,  but  only 
bare  existence:  lack  of  educational  opportunities;  houses 
unfit  for  human  habitation — these  are  some  of  the  ways 
in  which  we  put  stumbling  blocks  in  the  way  of  God’s  little 
ones. 

"If  I  did  despise  the  cause  of  my  manservant  or  my 
maidservant  when  they  contended  with  me,  what  then  shall 
/  do  when  God  riseth  up?  And  when  he  visiteth,  what  shall 
I  answer  him?  Did  not  he  that  made  me  make  him?**^ 
Job  31.  13-16. 

I  must  be  considerate  of  my  employees,  for  they  are 
no  less  human  than  I — considerate  of  their  feelings,  their- 
welfare,  their  rights.  If  they  have  grievances,  I  must 
hear  them  with  patience  and  openmindedness,  not  arrogat¬ 
ing  to  myself  the  prerogatives  of  witness,  judge,  and  jury 
all  in  one.  Every  man  has  a  right  to  be  heard  in  his  own. 
cause  and  to  be  treated  as  a  man. 

"Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.”  Mark  12. 
31.  “If  God  so  loved  us  we  ought  also  to  love  one  another.'*" 
1  John  4.  11.  "Let  us  not  love  in  word,  neither  in  tongue, 
but  in  deed  and  in  truth.**  1  John  3. 18. 

“Impossible,”  you  say?  “There  are  some  people  we^ 
just  can’t  love !”  Not  if  we  understand  what  Jesus  meant 
by  love.  He  was  talking  of  something  very  different  from- 
what  we  usually  call  by  that  term — something  very  much 
finer  and  more  unselfish.  He  meant  a  deep,  human  sym¬ 
pathy  that  always  seeks  to  understand  and  a  genuine  in¬ 
terest  and  good  will  that  are  always  anxious  to  help.  In- 
that  sense  it  is  not  only  possible  but  easy  for  one  of  Christ- 
like  spirit  to  love  even  the  most  unlovely.  And  love  like- 
that  “is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law.” 

To  sum  up,  what,  then,  does  the  Bible  tell  me  concern¬ 
ing  race  relations  ?  These  things,  among  others : 

That  I  must  see  and  respect  the  divine  image  in 
every  human; 

That  I  must  recognize  my  common  brotherhood 
with  all; 

That  I  may  not  hold  any  in  contempt,  nor  put 
hindrances  in  their  path; 

That  in  all  my  dealings  I  must  be  just  and  con¬ 
siderate;  and,  finally, 

That  in  all  human  relations  I  must  be  guided 
by  Jesus’  law  of  love  and  service. 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
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AT  THE  CHURCH  BOOK  TABLE 


Can  a  Church  be  Taught  to  Read? 

Some  Experiments  in  Increasing  a  Congregation’s  Use  of  Books 

By  Edward  Bums  Martin 

Pastor  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Kenosha,  Wisconsin 


IT  IS  a  much  mooted  question  whether  “meditation  is 
a  lost  art.”  Some  insist  that  the  race  is  getting 
more  thoughtful  and  more  considerate  as  the  years 
slip  by ;  others,  more  cynical,  intimate  that  an  art  could 
never  have  been  lost  which  existed  only  in  fancy.  As  to 
that  I  cannot  decide,  but  of  this  I  am  confident:  the  art 
of  reading  has  not  been  lost;  it  has  never  yet  been  known 
to  the  commonality  of  folk!  Even  in  a  year  when  ten 
thousand  new  titles  have  issued  from  the  miracle-multi¬ 
plying  printing  presses  of  our  machinery-mad  America, 
the  vast  majority  of  people  do  not  even  know  how  to 
read.  Certainly  they  do  not  read  with  that  gusto  and 
keen  enjoyment  that  they  evince  in  many  other  pursuits. 
Undoubtedly,  there  is  more  reading  than  ever  before,  and 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  there  is  more  discrimination 
and  discernment  used  than  formerly,  but  tested  by  care¬ 
ful  criteria,  it  will  be  readily  discovered  that  American 
taste  in  reading  is  lamentably  low.  To  be  sure,  there  is 
little  of  that  happy  ignorance  of  the  doughboy  who  was 
tendered  a  book  and  urged  to  leani  to  read  it;  he  re¬ 
fused,  for  said  he,  “I’m  going  to  be  killed  anyway,  and 
I  don’t  want  anything  on  my  mind.”  Most  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  have  so  much  on  their  minds  that  they  do  not  know 
how  to  yield  themselves  to  the  benign  influences  of  a  good 
book ;  and  others,  vast  numbers  of  them,  lack  taste  and 
good  guidance.  It  is  not  want  of  resource,  for  good  liter¬ 


ature  is  easily  accessible  to  all.  It  is  chiefly  a  lack  of 
training  and  cultivation  of  good  taste. 

The  Gospel  of  Good  Books 

Being  confessedly  a  bookman,  and  loving  as  I  do,  the 
great  literature,  both  modem  and  ancient,  written  in  “live 
tongues”  and  in  “dead  languages,”  I  feel  that  it  is  part 
of  the  gospel  of  the  Kingdom  to  preach  the  “gospel  of 
good  books.”  For  a  dozen  years  I  have  studiously  striven 
to  lift  the  level  of  culture  of  those  churches  I  have  served 
as  pastor.  Much  appreciative  and  heartening  commen¬ 
dation  confirms  me  in  the  value  of  such  effort.  I  have 
recognized  the  advantage  of  speaking  on  a  theme  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  daily  press,  and  have  not  hesitated  to  do 
so  if  the  subject  was  one  of  general  or  permanent  interest. 

I  have  also  seized  the  opportunity  to  present  any  theme 
of  cultural  or  religious  value  in  the  thought-terms  of  a 
syndicated  article  or  of  a  “best-selling”  novel.  But  vastly 
more  important  and  of  more  concern  to  me  has  been  the 
use  of  books  and  papers  as  lures  of  publicity  and  means 
of  approach  to  the  public  mind.  I  have  preached  a  gos¬ 
pel  of  culture  with  all  the  evangelistic  zeal  that  I  have 
given  to  my  more  traditional  ministry,  and  have  dis 
covered  that  the  indirect  results  have  sometimes  been  as  | 
patent  and  often  quite  as  permanent  as  those  achieved  ' 
in  the  more  conventional  way. 
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Issues  Regular  Book  Bulletins 

Very  frequently  I  use  my  regular 
church  bulletin  to  call  attention  to 
an  article  in  one  of  our  Advocates  or 
church  papers  that  seems  to  me  to  be 
of  special  worth.  Occasionally,  I  have 
excerpts  from  one  of  these  more 
thought-provoking  contributions 
printed  and  distributed  to  the  ever 
widening  clientele  of  our  local  church.  But,  possibly, 
more  satisfactory  and  more  significant  than  these  minor 
devices  of  cultural  helpfulness  is  the  regular  issue  at 
stated  intervals  (fall  and  spring  and  sometimes  mid¬ 
summer)  of  rather  pretentious  and  very  carefully  pre¬ 
pared  book  bulletins.  The  latest  issue  of  this  book  bulle¬ 
tin  bears  the  date  of  December  15,  1926,  and  is  styled 
“The  Fourth  Annual  Christmas  Book  Bulletin.”  The 
cover  carries  the  name  of  the  church  and  pastor,  and 
bears  an  acknowledgment  which  is  also  an  explanation 
of  how  the  expense  of  publication  was  provided.  The 
acknowledgment  is  as  follows:  Expense  of  Bulletin  de¬ 
frayed  by  Hansens,  418  Park  Avenue,  and  C.  H. 
Ernst,  263  Main  Street,  friends  of  the  church  and  of 
culture. 

The  bulletin  itself  lists  the  titles,  authors,  publishers, 
and  prices  of  some  eighty-five  or  ninety  books,  with  a 
brief  description  or  critical  characterization  of  the  books 
themselves.  A  page  from  the  bulletin  will  indicate  some¬ 
thing  of  its  plan  and  purpose. 


ceived  copies  of  the  bulletin  by  mail. 
With  this  went  a  copy  of  “Church 
Chat”  (some  news  and  views  from  the 
pastor’s  office)  and  a  bulletin  concern¬ 
ing  our  junior  church.  Some  three  hun¬ 
dred  additional  copies  are  mailed  to 
pastors  throughout  the  conference  and 
otherwheres  in  the  St.  Paul  and  Chi¬ 
cago  Areas.  These  were  sent  because 
of  the  numerous  and  frequent  requests  for  copies  in  pre¬ 
vious  years.  Several  hundred  additional  copies  are  used 
for  distribution  at  a  Sunday  morning  church  service. 
Still  other  copies  are  given  in  connection  with  book  talks 
which  the  pastor  frequently  gives  to  women’s  clubs,  sum¬ 
mer  assemblies,  etc.  Thus  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two 
thousand  copies  are  judiciously  distributed,  and  it  is 
thought  that  not  fewer  than  six  thousand  people  come 
to  know  something^of  a  field  in  which  they  are  interested, 
but  which  the  lack  of  special  preparation  and  training  and 
peculiar  opportunities  for  reading  and  review  have  de¬ 
nied  them  such  privilege  of  testing  and  tasting  as  the 
writer  enjoys.  Of  course  the  publication  of  this  requires 
a  good  deal  of  labor,  the  least  of  which  is  the  actual  writ¬ 
ing  and  editing  of  the  pamphlet  itself.  However,  if  one 
loves  printer’s  ink  he  will  find  such  writing  and  such  ed¬ 
iting  an  altogether  delightful  task!  And  if  one  has  a 
real  printer — as  one  may  find  in  our  own  great  printery 
in  Chicago,  with  Mr.  Oakley  in  charge — the  matter  of 
proofreading  and  the  difficulties  of  editing  are  reduced 
to  a  minimum. 


A  Small  Library  of  Choice  Books  on  Religion 

1.  I  Believe  In  Religion.  By  Charles  Reynolds  Brown. 
Macmillan.  $1.75.  Dean  Brown,  of  Yale  Divinity  School,  has  a  re¬ 
markable  ^ft  of  clear  and  inspiring  statement.  A  chapter  a  night  of 
this  great  book  will  clarify  your  ideas  regarding:  God,  Christ,  Prayer, 
the  Bible,  the  Future  Life. 

2.  Can  a  Man  Be  a  Christian  To-day  t  By  William  Louis  Poteat. 
University  of  North  Carolina.  $1.25.  Three  lectures  to  college  stu¬ 
dents  that  can  hardly  be  excelled!  Note  the  captions:  “To-day,” 
“BaggaM,”  “Peace.”  Let  it  be  a  Christmas  gift  to  that  student 
son  or  daughter  at  your  house. 

3.  Jesus  and  Our  Generation.  By  Charles  W.  Gilkey.  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Chicago.  $1.50.  One  of  the  biggest  and  best  books  of  recent 
years  for  those  who  would  learn  to  give  an  intelligent  answer  con¬ 
cerning  the  faith  that  is  in  them. 

4.  The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road.  By*  E.  Stanley  Jones.  Abing¬ 
don.  $1.  Glows  with  a  hidden  fire;  throbs  with  a  passion  that  re¬ 
minds  of  the  heart  urge  of  Him  whom  it  exalts. 

5.  Adventurous  Religion.  By  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick.  Harper. 
$2.  Discerning  studies,  critical  but  constructive.  Science  and  Re¬ 
ligion,  Evolution,  Prayer,  the  Dangers  of  Modernism,  the  New  Re¬ 
ligious  Reformation,  are  some  of  the  sub¬ 
jects. 

6.  Religious  Certitudes  in  an  Age  of 
Science.  By  Charles  Allen  Dinsmore. 

University  of  North  Carolina.  $1.50. 

7.  Tragedy  and  Triumph,  or  Tares  and 
the  Kingdom.  By  Timothy  Prescott  Frost. 

Abingdon.  $1.76.  A  fine  series  of  ser¬ 
mons  on  the  sayin«  of  Jesus  by  one  of 
Methodism’s  most  thoughtful  preachers. 

8.  Twelve  Modem  Apostles  and  Their 
Creeds.  DufSeld.  $2.50.  Introduced  by 
Dean  Inge,  with  a  masterful  essay  on  “The 
Future  of  Christianity.”  A  dozen  contri¬ 
butions  from  leading  men  of  as  many  de¬ 
nominations,  Catholic,  Protestant,  and  Un¬ 
believers. 

9.  Essays  on  Religion.  By  A.  Clutton 

Brock.  ^tton.  Few  men  could 

write  with  as  much  brilliance  and  intel¬ 
lectual  penetratimi  as  this  author,  whose 
earlier  book  on  “What  Is  the  Kinj^om  of 
Heaven?”  some  of  us  greatly  vcdue.  A 
great  little  book ! 

The  present  edition  is  being 
very  widely  distributed.  Seven  hun¬ 
dred  families  of  the  local  church  re¬ 


The  Real  Task — Reading  for  Judgment 

The  real  task  which,  after  all,  is  the  the  real  joy,  is 
the  reading  and  reviewing  of  the  books  themselves.  Many 
of  us  find  it  a  small  task  to  read  the  average  book  of  fic¬ 
tion  in  a  day  or  two  in  moments  of  enforced  leisure,  or 
by  the  burning  of  a  midnight  mazda.  I  do  not  take 
lightly  the  love  of  a  good  story  and  my  concern  is  always 
rather  to  encourage  the  reading  of  noble  fiction,  rather 
than  to  set  up  such  exacting  standards  as  to  dishearten* 
and  discourage.  Of  course  in  my  own  judgments  I  do 
not  forget  the  laws  of  the  good,  the  true,  and  the  beauti¬ 
ful,  but  one  does  better  to  suggest  specific  books  than  to 
quote  Buskin’s  criteria  or  insist  on  critical  requirements. 
Indeed,  I  recognize  the  truth  of  Sir  John  Herschel’s  dic¬ 
tum  and  heartily  agree :  “The  novel,  in  its  best  form  .  .  . 

(is)  one  of  the  most  powerful  en¬ 
gines  of  civilization  ever  invented.” 
Indeed,  I  think  I  would  rather  be 
able  to  write  a  great  novel  which 
would  find  its  way  into  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  a  multitude  of-  men 
and  women  than  to  write  almost  any 
other  book.  Such  a  story  as  “Un¬ 
cle  Tom’s  Cabin,”  for  example, 
went  further  to  break  the  shackles 
of  African  slavery  than  many  vol¬ 
umes  of  sermons  and  essays,  and  a 
soul  writhing  in  the  throes  of  sin  is 
depicted  more  poignantly  in  the 
“Scarlet  Letter”  than  felt  in  the 
thundering  philippics  of  a  Mather 
or  an  Edwards.  No,  I  would  not 
dissuade  folks  from  the  reading  of 
good  fiction,  but  I  would  help  them 
to  choose  well !  Thus  I  manage,  by 
grace  of  the  publishers,  to  acquaint 


Books  and  Sodas 

The  sweet  tooth  as  opposed  to  the 
keen  mind.  In  America  per  person 
we  spend  $18.15  for  candy,  ice  cream 
and  soda  to  $1.10  for  books;  or  over 
16  times  as  much  for  sweets  as  for 
hooks. 

There  are  6,000,000  tobacco  deal¬ 
ers  in  the  United  States  and  only 
2,500  book  stores.  Two  hundred 
times  as  much  effort  to  supply  smoke 
as  to  supply  brains. 

In  Russia  nearly  five  times  ds 
many  books  are  sold  each  year  as 
in  the  United  States.  The  figures 
are  2^,0,000,000  to  60,000,000. 
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myself  with  an  average  of  a  novel  a  week  throughout  the 
year.  Most  of  these  I  read  quickly,  though  With  care, 
but  I  have  good  assistance  Snd  tested  help  in  the  good 
Judgment  of  my  wife,  who  reads  in  this  field  even  more 
widely  than  I.  By  such  method  I  have  the  basis  for  a 
choice  of  virile  books  which  I  can  recommend  to  a  large 
circle  of  friends. 

Other  books  I  read  much  more  carefully,  and  except¬ 
ing  only  in  biography,  which  I  find  the  most  fascinating 
of  all  reading,  much  less  rapidly.  Some  of  these  books 
I  buy  outright.  Most  of  them  are  sent  to  me  for  review 
by  the  publishers.  They  know  that  I  will  give  them  care¬ 
ful  and  honest  reading,  and  such  characterization  or  rec¬ 
ommendation  as  I  may  feel  they  deserve.  If  I  dislike 
them  or  deem  them  of  small  value  I  refuse  to  list  them 
in  my  bulletins  or  add  a  guarded  word  of  critical  ap¬ 
praisal.  The  publisher’s  purpose  is  to  sell  the  book,  and 
many  of  them  have  discovered  that  the  preacher-bookman 
is  a  real  and  worth-while  salesman.  Of  course  he  does  not 
hawk  their  wares  nor  make  his  chief  concern  the  sale  of 
them  in  order  that  commerce  in  books  may  be  more  lively. 
His  service  is  first  of  all  to  his  friends  of  the  book-buying 
public  who  need  books,  and  who  believe  in  him  and  his 
trained  judgment  enough  to  accept  his  recommendations 
for  purchase. 

A  Preacher’s  Reading  of  Sermons 

Books  of  sermons  and  addresses  I  read  in  large  num¬ 
bers,  as  any  live  preacher  must.  A  man  who  does  not 
read  other  men’s  sermons  will  never  produce  sermons 
worth  other  men’s  reading !  I  feel  that  I  must  read,  since 
I  am  under  the  necessity  of  bringing,  in  the  thought-terms 
of  our  day  many,  many  messages  to  a  large  congregation 
oh  the  high  themes  of  life  and  everlasting  love.  The  other 
day  a  church  official  told  me  an  authentic  incident  of  a 
group  of  sixty  country  preachers  who,  in  reply  to  an 
inquiry  as  to  their  reading,  answered  by  lifted  hands  that 
only  half  of  them  had  read  more  than  a  single  book  in  a 
twelvemonth,  and  only  one  of  that  company  had  read  as 
many  as  five  in  a  year.  Surely,  blind  leaders  of  the  blind 
are  they !  Preachers  of  that  ilk  can  hardly  hope  to  lift 
the  level  of  the  culture  of  their  congregations.  Indeed, 
I  do  not  see  how  they  can  hope  to  speak  the  words  of  life 
with  such  signs  of  intelligent  comprehension  as  to  com¬ 
mand  the  respect  and  interest  of  the  people  to  whom  they 
minister.  I  do  not  mean  to  judge  any  man  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  books  he  reads,  for  I  have  no  doubt  that  some  men 
read  too  much  and  think  too  little;  but  my  observation 
and  acquaintance  with  a  large  number  of  ministers  and 
leaders  of  religious  thought  throughout  the  country  con¬ 


firm  me  in  thinking  that  men  who  do  not  come  to  fellow¬ 
ship  with  the  master-spirits  of  this  and  every  age  as  those 
spirits  await  every  comer  in  the  sanctuary  of  good  books, 
cannot  expect  to  be  taken  very  seriously  by  the  youth 
of  an  age  in  which  scholarship,  informed  with  sincere  spir¬ 
itual  purpose,  is  the  very  sine  qua  non  of  high  Christian 
leadership. 

Methodists  Always  Book  Buyers 

Methodists  do  well  to  remember  that  John  Wesley  was 
not  only  preacher  of  an  evangelistic  gospel,  but  that  he 
laid  upon  his  preachers  everywhere  the  necessity  of  dis¬ 
seminating  good  literature.  It  is  well  known  that  the  sad¬ 
dlebags  of  the  pioneer  Methodist  itinerants  were  always 
stuffed  with  good  books.  For  the  most  part  these  were 
the  religious  books  of  the  Wesleys  and  of  Watts  and  of 
Fletcher.  But  even  then  an  attempt  was  made  to  train 
the  people  to  read  and  to  cultivate  in  them  good  and 
wholesome  tastes.  That  these  efforts  bore  lasting  results 
is  attested  by  the  establishment  of  the  greatest  religious 
publishing  business  in  the  world,  our  own  Methodist  Book 
Concern.  Now  and  then  some  man  has  come  into  our 
itineracy  who  affects  to  despise  culture  and  book  learning, 
and  now  and  then  someone  has  had  the  temerity  to  “thank 
God  for  his  ignorance”  (and  certainly  he  has  much  to 
be  thankful  for!);  but  in  the  main  our  men  believe  in 
the  gospel  of  good  books,  and  recognize  that  it  is  worth 
the  time  and  the  effort  to  circulate  and  to  recommend 
them  among  our  folks.  But  it  will  be  objected  that  books 
cost  too  much,  and  that  our  people  cannot  afford  to  pur¬ 
chase  them.  If  one  must,  there  is  always  recourse  to  free 
libraries  that  are  found  in  most  of  our  cities.  But  I  am 
one  of  those  who  believe  that  you  can  test  the  culture  of 
every  home  by  the  quality  if  not  by  the  size  of  its  library. 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  many  a  man  would  do  well 
to  go  without  his  dinner  and  buy  a  new  book,  and  many 
a  preacher — as  many  a  one  I  know — would  better  go 
without  a  new  coat  to  make  that  addition  to  his  library 
and  enlarge  the  kingdom  within,  so  like  to  the  kingdom 
of  heaven ! 

Whenever  I  weary  a  little  of  my  task  and  fear  lest  the 
spoken  word  shall  fail  to  achieve  all  that  I  could  wish 
for  it,  I  am  prone  to  turn  to  this  even  wider  ministry  of 
the  printed  page,  and  in  that  I  take  new  heart.  Indeed, 
I  heartily  concur  in  that  fine  word  of  G.  S.  Phillips,  “I 
never  think  of  the  name  of  Gutenberg  without  feelings  of 
veneration  and  homage.” 

A  church  can  he  taught  to  read — and  surely  if  is  worth 
the  effort! 


When  Will  It  Happen? 

By  Bishop  Charles  Edward  Locke 


In  her  faithful  ministrations  a  welfare  worker  came 
upon  a  little  Russian  Jewess  who  was  an  expectant 
mother,  in  a  small,  very  poorly  furnished  apartment,  in 
a  large  tenement  house.  She  told  the  lonely  girl  that  if 
she  needed  anyone  in  an  emergency,  to  have  someone  call 
on  the  telephone.  With  inexpressible  pathos  the  little 
Jewess  replied: 

“There  is  nobody  to  ask,  for  there  are  no  persons 
around  here  but  Christians.” 

This  story  is  heartbreakingly  authentic. 


The  same  evening  an  occupant  of  an  adjoining  apart¬ 
ment  came  in  to  call,  bringing  with  her  a  dainty  garment 
which  she  had  herself  embroidered,  and  also  a  plate  of 
fruit. 

When  wUl  it  happen? 

“Then  Peter  opened  his  mouth  and  said.  Of  a  truth 
I  perceive  that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  but  in 
every  nation  he  that  feareth  him  and  worketh  righteous¬ 
ness  is  accepted  with  him.” 

When  will  it  happen? 
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Some  Principles  of  Salary  Reform 

By  Albert  Edward  Day 

Paator  Chritt  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Pittsburgh,  Pa, 


The  reaction  to  the  proposal  for  the  readjustment 
of  ministerial  salaries  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  has  been  exceedingly  interesting.  From 
far  and  near,  from  pulpit  and  pew,  from  those  who  profit 
and  those  who  suffer  under  the  present  system,  have 
come  expressions  of  intense  dissatisfaction  with  the 
status  quo  and  evidence  of  an  almost  passionate  yearn¬ 
ing  for  the  discovery  of  some  method  by  which  we  might 
realize  a  true  brotherhood  of  suffering  and  of  service. 
Fears  have  been  uttered  that  it  is  only  another  move¬ 
ment  with  wings  and  without  feet;  that  with  some  it  is 
just  a  sail  hoisted  to  catch  the  electoral  breezes  blowing 
toward  some  port  of  ecclesiastical  ambition;  that  with 
others  it  is  merely  one  of  those  pleasant  emotional  out¬ 
bursts  of  altruism  which  foster  such  comfortable  self- 
assurance  of  personal  piety  and  which  can  safely  be  in¬ 
dulged  because  one  is  not  likely  to  be  called  upon  for 
personal  sacrifice  on  “the  cold  gray  dawn  of  the  morn¬ 
ing  after!” 

I 

The  one  answer  to  such  fears  is  to  proceed  to  busi¬ 
ness.  We  cdnnot  proceed  without  a  well-considered  plan. 
For  the  development  of  such  a  plan  no  one  mind  is  suffi¬ 
cient.  Every  interested  mind  in  Methodism  ought  to 
make  its  contribution  in  order  that  out  of  the  combined 
wisdom  of  all  may  come  a  scheme  which  will  offer  a  hope 
that  the  passion  for  brotherhood  has  at  last  found  a 
rational  and  satisfying  instrument  of  expression.  It  is 
with  a  desire  to  bring  his  mite  to  help  in  the  attainment 
of  such  an  end  that  the  writer  offers  the  following  as  a 
statement  of  certain  principles  which  it  seems  to  him 
must  be  observed  in  any  plan  that  promises  success. 

Reorganize  the  Whole  System 

1.  What  is  needed  is  not  personal  benevolence  here 
and  there,  but  a  reorganization  of  the  whole  system. 

Suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  minister  with  a 
good  income,  who  believes  that  salaries  should  be  read¬ 
justed,  begin  at  once  to  divide  with  those  less  fortunate. 
Some  are  trying  to  do  that.  It  is  no  new  thing  in  Meth¬ 
odism  for  preachers  in  need  to  receive  food  and  clothes 
and  books  and  money  from  the  preachers  with  larger  sal¬ 
aries.  But  such  personal  kindness  is  not  even  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  an  answer  to  a  social  situation  so  complex  as 
this  which  we  are  facing.  It  is  purely  voluntary,  more 
or  less  spasmodic  and  of  limited  value.  It  is  a  charity, 
and  what  is  wanted  by  the  minister,  who  is  pouring  out 
his  energies  in  a  weaker  field,  is  not  charity  from  a  neigh¬ 
boring  pastor  with  a  kindly  heart,  but  justice  from  the 
church  to  which  he  has  dedicated  his  life.  Further,  such 
a  scheme  releases  only  a  fraction  of  the  resources  which 
might  be  available  in  many  instances  if  the  system  were 
changed. 

As  matters  stand  now,  the  pastor  with  the  largest 
salary  has  little  surplus  that  he  can  devote  to  the  relief 
of  his  brethren.  That  surplus  is  eaten  up  by  levies  made 
by  one  enterprise  or  another,  by  standards  of  living  set 
for  him  as  the  result  of  community  knowledge  of  his  in¬ 
come,  by  demands  which  he  cannot  escape  and  which  can¬ 


not  even  be  catalogued  here.  The  amount  he  can  save 
and  give  is  but  a  pittance  in  comparison  with  that  which 
could  be  turned  into  a  general  fund  if,  by  a  standardized 
salary  system,  he  were  relieved  of  many  economic  de¬ 
mands  which  his  community  now  makes  upon  him  and 
could  return  to  a  simpler  life. 

2.  Nor  will  a  levy  upon  the  larger  salaries  for  a 
sustenance  fund  and  a  book  fund  accomplish  what  some 
of  us  have  in  mind?  It  might  do  as  an  “interim  ethic,” 
but  it  would  still  leave  the  abominable  salary  grade  in 
effect,  and  it  would  still  maintain  the  pride  of  donations 
on  one  hand  and  the  pain  of  doles  on  the  other.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  income  tax  has  lightened  some  burdens  here  and 
there,  but  it  has  not  Christianized  the  social  order.  Nor 
would  a  similar  scheme  introduce  the  reign  of  brother¬ 
hood  into  the  Methodist  ministry. 

General  Conference  Action  Needed 

3.  Whatever  scheme  is  proffered  should  propose  a 
General  Conference  action  applying  to  all  the  Annual 
Conferences  in  the  United  States.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  this  is  a  matter  for  each  Annual  Conference  to  decide 
for  its  own  members.  The  fallacy  of  such  a  notion  will 
be  apparent  to  anyone  who  stops  to  think  for  only  a  mo¬ 
ment.  It  would  leave  the"  weaker  Conferences  with  aoj 
impossible  economic  problem  on  their  hands.  It  would 
make  difficult  those  inter-Conference  adjustments  of  ap¬ 
pointments  which  are  no  longer  merely  the  salvation  of 
the  inhabitants  of  episcopal  vest  pockets,  but  are  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  wisest  handling,  both  of  men  and  of  churches. 
And  in  the  present  stage  of  ministerial  morality,  it  might 
encourage  some  brethren  who  felt  that  they  were  being 
persecuted  by  the  enforcement  of  the  law  of  brotherhood 
to  flee  to  those  climes  not  yet  visited  by  such  “fanaticism.” 
Our  new  pension  plan  is  being  built  upon  the  recognition 
that  only  by  the  united  action  of  all  the  Conferences  can 
we  make  adequate  provision  for  our  retired  veterans.  It 
is  the  firm  conviction  of  some  of  us  that  salary  reform 
can  be  put  upon  a  sound  basis  only  as  we  pool  all  our 
resources  for  the  service  of  all. 


Local  Church  Must  Not  Avoid  Responsibility 

4.  Care  must  be  taken  that  the  local  church  may  not 
use  the  sacrifice  of  the  ministry  at  large  to  escape  its  own 
responsibility.  If  it  be  a  church  whose  pastor  receives 
aid  from  the  general  fund,  such  aid  must  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  encourage  mendicancy  on  the  part  of  the  laity. 
Some  device  must  be  adopted  to  make  short  shrift  of  the 
“poor  ^face”  which  some  official  boards  acquire  with 
amazing  ease  and  lose  with  astounding  difficulty.  If  the 
church  be  rich  in  economic  resources,  something  must  be 
invented  to  take  the  place  of  the  incentive  now  supplied 
by  the  necessity  of  liberal  monetary  gifts  in  securing  the 
pulpit  gifts  for  which  their  ears  and  perhaps  their  souls 
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long.  Unless  such  churches  can  be  persuaded  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  contributions  toward  ministerial  support  in 
sums  as  large  or  even  larger  than  that  which  they  now 
pay  to  their  own  pastor,  the  whole  scheme  will  be  futile 
as  a  means  of  bringing  better  living  conditions 'to  all  the 
parsonages  of  the  land. 


Danger  of  Stagnation 

5.  The  next  word  I  dislike  to  utter.  It  sounds  like 
the  wail  of  a  capitalist  in  the  presence  of  a  demand  for 
a  reorganization  of  industry.  But  we  want  to  face  the 
facts,  and  the  facts  are  that  there  will  be  very  great  need 
of  care  lest  ministerial  energies  wane  as  the  result  of  the 
removal  of  the  reward  of  larger  salaries  for  increased 
ministerial  efficiency.  I  have  not  in  years  written  for 
publication  anything  that  hurts  me  like  the  necessity  of 
giving  utterance  to  this  fear.  But  since  Methodist 
preachers  have  ceased  at  the  door  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  to  declare  that  they  are  “groaning  after”  perfec¬ 
tion,  will  not  my  brethren  forgive  me  for  suspecting  that 
some  human  frailty  still  abides  among  us?  Equalization 
might  produce  stagnation ! 

II 

And  now,  with  these  principles  in  mind,  the  time  has 
come  for  concrete  suggestions.  What  I  have  to  offer 
grows  out  of  the  description  of  the  plan  devised  to  reg¬ 
ulate  the  salaries  of  native  workers  in  India  and  given 
to  me  by  my  good  friend,  Charles  F.  Lipp,  of  Belgium. 
There  a  basic  salary  is  paid  to  the  minister  who  is  a  high- 
school  graduate.  That  is  increased  for  the  seminary 
graduate;  increased  again  for  the  man  with  a  college 
degree,  and  again  for  the  collegiate-seminary  graduate. 
Additional  allowances  are  made  for  each  child  in  the 
family,  for  length  of  service,  and  for  efficiency.  It  is 
recognized  that  training  does  not  always  make  for  effi¬ 
ciency,  and  that  sometimes  a  man  with  inferior  educa¬ 
tional  opportunities  may  do  the  better  job. 

Concrete  Suggestions 

Here,  it  seems  to  me,  are  some  valuable  hints  for  us: 

1.  We  might  establish  a  basic  salary,  say,  for  the 
college  graduate,  with  an  increase  for  the  men  with  semi¬ 
nary  or  other  postgraduate  training.  Such,  an  increase 
would  be  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  one  who  has  invested 
more  money  in,  and  is  probably  in  debt  for,  his  schooling. 
Both  the  guarantee  of  a  basic  salary  and  the  increase 
would  in  themselves  encourage  that  larger  educational 
equipment  for  which  the  present  religious  situation  is 
crying  aloud. 

2.  Of  course  the  system  of  allowance  should  make  pro¬ 
vision  for  wife  and  children.  I  question  the  need  of  any 
additional  gratuity  for  long-time  service,  but  certainly 
we  should  be  as  wise  as  our  brethren  in  India  and  grant 
some  recognition  to  efficiency.  Here,  fts  there,  congre¬ 
gational  doxologies  are  not  always  contemporaneous 
with  the  song  of  degrees.  Sheepskins  must  not  be  con¬ 
verted  into  pillows  for  lazy  heads,  nor  should  their  ab¬ 
sence  impose  a  stony  bed  upon  the  man  whose  native 
ability  and  sacrificial  labor  merit  recognition.  Who 
should  determine  the  efiSciency  of  the  preacher?  In  India 
it  is  done  by  the  finance  committee,  which  is  the  board’s 
representative  on  the  field.  In  America  it  would,  no 


doubt,  devolve  upon  the  cabinet.  That  is  what  they  have 
been  doing  all  these  years,  with  much  greater  financial 
joys  and  miseries  involved  than  would  be  at  stake  in  this 
new  scheme.  If  they  could  be  trusted  to  do  these  things 
in  the  green  tree,  why  not  in  the  dry? 

In  addition  in  America  recognition  would  have  to  be 
made  of  the  relative  cost  of  living  in  various  localities. 
This  could  easily  be  done  by  the  regulation  of  the  basic 
salary,  the  increases,  and  the  allowances  in  harmony  with 
the  rise  and  fall  of  the  living  costs  in  relation  to  a  stand¬ 
ard  community  rated  at  100  per  cent.  I  have  a  notion, 
too,  that  in  those  charges  where  the  perquisites  are  no¬ 
toriously  large,  true  brotherhood  would  require  an  ac¬ 
counting,  especially  in  those  cases  where  otherwise  the 
salary  is  below  the  basic  figure  and  the  pastor  would  nom¬ 
inally  be  a  claimant  upon  the  general  fund. 

Along  some  such  lines  we  might  work  out  the  salary 
question.  (1)  Every  faithful  minister  and  his  family 
would  have  the  guarantee  of  a  reasonable  support.  (2) 
There  would  still  be  a  premium  upon  careful  preparation 
and  diligent  service.  (3)  The  artificial  differences  that 
now  divide  us  would  be  done  away,  and  with  them  the 
pride  and  the  envy  which  mock  our  dream  of  Christian 
brotherhood. 

HI 

Some  other  questions  arise  out  of  the  principles  stated 
above. 

How  can  we  judge  each  church’s  ability  to  pay  to¬ 
ward  the  general  fund?  The  wisest  answer  would  prob¬ 
ably  be  provided  by  the  figures  now  used  in  estimating 
World  Service  responsibility,  with  some  revisions  up  and 
down  made  by  an  Annual  Conference  Commission  com¬ 
posed  of  men  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  churches  in¬ 
volved. 

Is  there  any  hope  that  the  wealthier  churches  will  co¬ 
operate  with  such  a  reform?  Your  answer  to  that  will 
probably  depend  upon  the  degree  of  your  faith  in  hu¬ 
manity.  I  believe  they  would.  If  the  preachers  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  by  their  votes  in  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  and  their  representatives  in  the  General 
Conference,  would  say  to  our  laymen,  “We  want  to  usher 
in  a  new  era  of  brotherhood  in  the  ministry;  we  have 
worked  out  a  feasible  plan  for  both  pastors  and  churches ; 
we  want  your  co-operation,”  it  requires  a  blanker  pes¬ 
simism  than  lurks  in  my  neighborhood  to  doubt  that  such 
co-operation  would  be  given.  It  is  one  man’s  faith  that 
such  a  proposal  would  stir  the  church  as  nothing  has 
done  in  years  and  that  the  spectacle  of  twenty  thousand 
preachers  asking  for  a  chance  to  share  each  other’s  bur¬ 
dens  and  to  provide  the  largest  possible  opportunity  for 
all  the  wives  and  children  in  Methodist  parsonages  would 
in  itself  be  a  stimulus  to  which  there  is  no  parallel  in  any 
of  the  multiplied  appeals  now  addressed  to  the  financial 
resources  of  our  people. 


What  we  are  facing  is  a  choice  between  a  generous 
patch  and  a  new  suit.  I  vote  for  the  new  suit.  Some¬ 
thing  else  may  cover  our  nakedness,  but  nothing  less  will 
help  us  walk  in  beauty  before  the  sons  of  men,  and  noth¬ 
ing  less  will  arouse  the  enthusiasms  which  are  indispensa¬ 
ble  to  any  genuine  forward  movement  in  the  kingdom  of 
God. 
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The  Future  of  Christian  Education 

in  China 

By  Dr.  Ralph  E.  Diffendorfer 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Board  of  Foreign'  Missions 


There  is  no  more  important  and  no  more  difficult 
problem  which  we  have  to  face  in  China  to-day 
than  that  of  our  Christian  schools.  The  day 
schools,  the  middle  schools,  the  boarding  schools,  the  col¬ 
leges,  our  theological  training  schools,  and  our  great  union 
universities  are  all  facing  a  new  situation  in  education 
and  new  relationships  to  the  government.  The  whole  issue 
is  made  very  concrete  around  the  question  of  registration. 

We  certainly  must  recognize  the  right  of  China  to 
determine  her  own  general  educational  policies.  The 
aims’,  content  of  instruction,  and  educational  methods 
must  be  her  own.  She  has  also  the  right  to  relate  the 
education  of  her  youth  to  her  own  national  life  and  to 
make  every  school  a  center  of  patriotic  instruction,  quite 
as  much  so  as  we  do  in  America,  especially  among  our  for¬ 
eign-speaking  peoples. 

The  Chinese  recognize  that  the  only  hope  of  unifying 
their  country  lies  in  an  educational  system  that  is  defi¬ 
nitely  Chinese,  with  common  ideals  and  common  goals  of 
instruction  for  the  country.  It  is  well  known  that  China’s 
modern  education  began  in  mission  schools  in  which  edu¬ 
cation  was  conducted  by  Americans,  English,  Scotch, 
Irish,  Scandinavians,  Germans,  French,  Italians,  Rus¬ 
sians,  Japanese,  and  possibly  others.  It  must  also  be 
kept  in  mind  that  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  China 
has  been  sending  her  most  capable  sons  and  daughters  for 
their  college  and  university  and  technical  training  in  num¬ 
bers  into  the  thousands  to  Japan,  America,  England,  Ger¬ 
many,  France,  and  Russia.  The  demands  for  a  national 
educational  policy  in  China  have  come  from  this  group, 
known  in  China  as  the  returned  students. 

Registration  An  Educational  Policy 

And  it  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  registration  of 
schools  with  government  curricula  and  supervision  has 
arisen  in  the  National  Educational  Association,  and  is 
not  a  product  of  Kuomintang,  Russian  radicalism,  or  the 
parties  of  the  present  revolution.  We  would  have  been 
required  to  meet  this  educational  situation  even  though 
the  present  revolution  had  not  occurred.  The  Peking 
government  has  long  since  demanded  the  registration  of 
our  schools  in  North  China,  and  most  of  them  have  met 
the  problem. 

To  be  sure,  the  new  Nationalist  government,  especially 
under  the  influences  of  radical  elements,  are  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  registration  to  force  not  only  the  nationaliza¬ 
tion  of  the  schools,  but  also  are  imposing  conditions  which 
may  be  intended  to  make  it  impossible  for  private  educa¬ 
tion  to  exist,  and  for  Christian  schools  to  carry  on  with 
a  definite  Christian  purpose.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
these  conditions  will  prevail. 

Nothing  to  Fear  in  Registration 

The  Christian  church  will  have  no  difficulty  in  accept¬ 
ing  Chinese  leadership  and  administration.  They  will  also 
accept  patriotic  education  as  having  a  rightful  place  in 
a  Christian  school,  whether  or  not  the  form  of  govern¬ 


ment  under  which  we  conduct  our  schools  is  different  from 
our  own.  We  will  also  be  willing  to  put  chapel  attend¬ 
ance,  Bible  study,  and  other  methods  of  religious  educa¬ 
tion  on  a  voluntary  basis.  If  our  experience  in  India  with 
the  conscience  clause  and  in  ffapan  with  these  limitations 
in  registration  means  anything,  we  have  nothing  to  fear 
except  possibly  some  temporary  embarrassment  due  to 
the  present  war  psychology  and  with  the  present  strong 
propaganda  against  religion  of  any  kind,  and  especially 
against  Christianity. 

This  antagonism,  in  our  judgment,  is  a  passing  phase 
in  China’s  life,  just  as  the  acute  discussions  on  the  con- 
cience  clause  in  India  were  a  passing  phase.  In  Japan, 
while  compulsory  chapel  attendance  is  impossible  in  reg¬ 
istered  schools,  chapel  is  made  so  attractive  and  is  so  much 
a  part  of  the  organized  life  of  the  school  that  the  boys 
and  girls  attend  almost  100  per  cent. 

What  our  Chinese  Christians  are  standing  out  for 
with  their  own  government  oflicials  is  the  right  of  private 
education  to  exist,  with  the  principle  of  religious  liberty 
fully  guaranteed,  and  with  non-interference  in  academic 
freedom  assured,  a  struggle  which  by  no  means  is  yet 
settled,  but  which  is  an  inevitable  conflict  and  which,  in 
my  judgment,  in  the  end  will  greatly  strengthen  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  Christian  schools. 

DiflSculty  of  Registration 

The  present  difficulty  in  registration  is  with  the  con¬ 
tinual  shifting  of  the  conditions  of  registration  and  the 
multiplicity  of  demands  and  limitations  due  to  the  un¬ 
certain  and  unstable  political  situation.  My  advice  in 
China  was  that  we  should  not  register  except  under  condi¬ 
tions  which  would  guarantee  to  us  the  Christian  purpose 
of  our  schools,  guaranteeing  to  our  Chinese  Christians  full 
religious  liberty  and  to  our  schools  academic  freedom, 
but  at  the  same  time  with  unquestionable  patriotic  loyalty 
to  China,  with  the  schools  properly  supervised  by  the 
Chinese  government.  If  these  conditions  did  not  exist, 
and  there  was  likelihood  of  our  closing  our  schools,  I  then 
recommended  registration  in  preference  to  closing,  in 
order  to  take  the  chance  as  registered  schools  to  help  mod¬ 
ify  the  restrictions.  I  kept  reminding  our  leaders  that  if 
conditions  arose  which  would  make  it  impossible  for  us 
to  keep  our  schools  open,  those  conditions  would  arise 
out  of  the  very  group  whose  purpose  it  would  be  to  drive 
Christian  schools  out  of  China. 

Christian  Atmosphere  for  Education 

The  problems  of  our  schools  in  China  are  not  con¬ 
fined  to  those  of  registration  and  government  supervision. 
If  Christian  education  is  to  be  maintained,  it  must  be 
upon  the  basis,  that  the  best  education  possible  is  given 
in  an  atmosphere  thoroughly  Christian,  and  with  definite 
Bible  instruction  and  Christian  training.  In  order  tq 
do  this  our  schools  can  no  longer  be  left  to  the  uncertain^ 
ties  of  annual  appropriations  from  a  fluctuating  income.. 
This  problem  is  particularly  acute  with  our  middle  schools. 
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No  subject  was  more  thoroughly  considered  in  our  Con-  the  fees  and  the  appropriations  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
ferences  in  Shanghai  than  the  desperate  need  of  our  mid-  Missions,  which  appropriations  are  to  the  schools  in 
die  schools,  and  in  the  findings  of  that  Conference  there  China  what  the  appropriations  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
are  definite  recommendations.  tion  are  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  church  schools  in 

Here  is  one  of  the  greatest  challenges  that  we  have  America.  This  means  that  the  schools  are  too  large,  are 
to  our  church  in  America,  where  there  is  now  a  deeper  ap-  ill  equipped,  and  have  a  constant  fight  to  keep  open  from 
preciation  of  our  church  schools  and  a  greater  willingness  year  to  year. 

to  supply  them  with  adequate  buildings,  equipment,  and  Personally,  I  Iqok  upon  this  as  one  of  our 

endowment  than  ever  before  in  our  history.  The  endow-  missionary  opportunities  in  the  future.  We  should  de¬ 
ment  of  our  schools  in  China  in  the  sum  total  is  too  meager  cide,  which  will  not  be  difficult,  which  of  these  schools 
for  mention.  In  America  our  schools  are  maintained  by  should  permanently  survive,  and  then  ask  the  church  to 
tuition  fees,  the  income  from  endowment,  and  by  special  provide  an  endowment  and  equipment  fund, 
current  subscriptions,  and  by  appropriations  from  the  China’s  problem  is  only  a  reflection  of  similar  situa- 
general  educational  funds  of  fhe  church  through  the  Board  tions  in  J apan,  Korea,  Malaysia,  Ma,  Africa,  and  Latin- 
of  Education.  In  China  our  schools  are  maintained  on  America;  indeed,  in  all  of  our  mission  fields. 


“The  Battle  of  the  Old  Preachers” 

By  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Duncan 


Beaument, 

WHEN  Caesar  was  crossing  the  sea,  it  was  ex¬ 
tremely  rough  and  angry,  and  the  current  was 
beaten  back  with  such  a  violent  swell  that  the 
master  of  the  ship  could  not  make  his  passage,  and  or¬ 
dered  his  sailors  to  tack  about  and  return.  Caesar,  upon 
hearing  this,  took  the  man  by  the  hand,  who  was  sur¬ 
prised  to  see  him  there,  and  said,  “Go  on,  my  friend, 
and  fear  nothing;  you  carry  Caesar  and  his  fortune  in 
your  boat.” 

Fear  is  the  apprehension  of  evil.  Men  have  held  their 
peace,  even  from  that  which  they  ought  to  have  spoken 
or  written ;  afraid  of  what  others  may  think  of  them ; 
afraid  of  their  criticisms;  they  did  not  think  that  when 
they  should  have  spoken  out  or  raised  their  voice  in 
the  favor  of  the  unfortunate  old  preachers,  that  “God 
cannot  use  cowards.”  The  condition  of  the  old  preach¬ 
ers  is  not  merely  friendship,  it  is  more  than  friendship ; 
it’s  a  vital  matter,  a  matter  of  life  and  death.  To  any 
candid,  thinking  mind,  the  lot  of  the  old  preachers  and 
their  future,  when  they  are  discharged  on  the  account 
of  their  inactivity  and  given  nothing  but  a  small  pit¬ 
tance  for  years  of  toil  and  service,  is  not  only  serious, 
but  lamentable.  “No  man  careth  for  my  soul.” 

Who  cares  for  them  when  their  useful  days  have 
been  spent  and  given  to  the  service  of  the  church  .!*  They 
have  served  the  church,  given  her  the  best  that  was  in 
them,  and  at  the  close  of  their  ministerial  career  should 
they  not  be  fittingly  and  sufficiently  provided  for  when 
facing  “retirement”? 

The  writer  has  been  a  member  of  the  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  nearly  forty  years, 
and  he  has  not  missed  a  single  roll  call  in  all  these  years. 

I  am  not  writing  from  any  theory,  I  am  dealing  with 
facts,  long  matured  experience;  I  am  not  guessing  about 
things,  I  have  studied  the  situation. 

Think,  for  a  moment,  on  the  condition  of  the  old 
preachers.  Focus  your  thoughts  just  a  bit  upon  them. 
Many  of  them  whom  I  knew  have  long  ago  gone  to  their 
reward,  having  suffered  many  privations,  hardships, 
which  words  are  inadequate  to  express.  They  gave 
themselves  unreservedly  and  uncomplainingly  to  the  cause 
for  which  they  “endured.”  We  will  not  know  all  until 
we  reach  the  realm  of  the  saints’  rest.  They  were  re¬ 
tired  on  a  very  small  pay,  nothing  like  a  support,  not 
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even  enough  to  “keep  the  wolf”  from  the  door.  “No 
man  careth  for  their  souls.” 

Daniel  Webster  was  once  asked :  “What  was  the  most 
fearful  and  appalling  thought  that  ever  occurred  to 
you?”  Instantly  he  replied,  “The  thought  of  my  private, 
personal,  and  individual  responsibility  to  God.”  The 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  individually  responsible 
to  God  for  the  old  preachers,  here  and  now,  whose  lives 
were  spent  and  are  being  spent  in  the  sei*vice  of  the 
church,  under  her  direction.  To  turn  them  out  and  not 
give  them  a  square  deal  in  proportion  to  other  minis¬ 
terial  claims,  in  the  sight  of  God,  is  not  fair.  They 
served  not  the  world,  they  served  the  church ;  the  world 
cares  nothing  for  them ;  the  world  “loves  its  own,”  and 
its  own  only. 

What  about  the  living  old  preachers?  Shall  they  be 
treated  like  their  fallen  comrades  who  have  passed  al¬ 
ready  into  the  “courts  of  justice,”  where  they  have  been 
recompensed  for  their  toil,  suffering,  and  self-abnega¬ 
tion  in  the  vineyard  of  their  Lord  and  Master?  They 
are  enjoying  His  presence  and  are  eternally  happy.  What 
about  the  living  old  preachers  who  are  now  serving  the 
church,  and  those  that  have  served  the  church?  They 
are  not  their  own,  they  are  the  property  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church;  she  is  wholly  and  solely  re¬ 
sponsible  for  them.  They  laid  their  lives  on  the  church’s 
altar  to  be  used  for  her  own  glory  and  the  glory  of  God. 
Their  suffering  cannot  be  told  here.  Why  turn  them  out 
at  the  end  of  their  usefulness  as  you  would  an  old  worn- 
out  horse  to  “eat”  the  bread  of  charity  or  die?  Enough 
to  cause  angels  to  weep. 

This  matter  of  the  old  preachers  should  be  seriously 
and  honestly  considered  by  the  church.  These  cold  facts 
should  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  great  church,  for  “it  is 
a  life  and  death  struggle.”  Let  us  believe  in  our  own 
cause,  the  cause  of  the  old  preachers,  aud  our  cause  will 
not  be  in  vain.  Let  us  hope  with  all  our  hearts,  and 
“out  of  that  faith  shall  spring  the  fact  that  David,  and 
not  Goliath,  is  to  win  the  day.”  When  one  is  right  in 
his  convictions,  there  is  no  use  of  stopping  to  explain 
this  or  that;  he  should  never  retract;  he  should  never 
offer  an  apology. 

What  can  we  hope  to  accomplish  if  we  stand  in  ter¬ 
ror  of  public  opinion?  Usually  men  that  are  living  at 
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their  ease  rarely  ever  think  of  the  men  that  are  down, 
since  they  have  good-paying  jobs.  “What  need  I  care 
about  the  other  fellow.?”  If  they  are  connected  with 
the  concern,  and  that  concern  is  paying  them  well,  they 
are  not  likely  to  mention  our  cause.  “I  am  doing  well; 
why  should  I  interfere?  My  butter  and  bread  are  not 
to  be  disturbed.”  In  this  case,  the  condition  of  the  old 
preachers  is  not  apt  to  get  any  consideration  from  this 
source;  they  fear  of  being  too  “conspicuous”  in  the 
matter  of  the  old,  worn-out  preachers. 

There  is  no  use  of  sidestepping  the  truth,  fearing 
that  somebody  is  going  to  talk;  people  will  talk  against 
you,  no  matter  how  you  live  or  what  you  may  do  or  say. 
But  right  and  righteousness  are  mighty  and  will  prevail. 
The  church  is  not  deaf  to  the  cries  of  the  needs  of  the 
preachers  or  of  providing  better  comfort  for  them  in 
their  declining  days,  but  because  of  little  or  no  real  in¬ 
terest  on  the  part  of  many  of  us  who  are  too  busy  look¬ 
ing  after  other  interests  of  the  church.  For  this  cause, 
if  for  nothing  more,  the  church  ought  to  and  should  look 
after  their  interests. 

The  church  is  great  in  resource.  She  has  a  heart 
and  a  soul  that  can  and  will  be  touched.  The  most  soul¬ 
less  corporation  has  done  better  than  she  has  done  rela¬ 
tive  to  her  old  seiwants,  who  claim  to  preach  and  follow 
Him  who  enunciated  the  “Golden  Rule.”  Here  is  a 
splendid  opportunity  for  the  church  through  the  com¬ 
ing  General  Conference  to  make  it  possible  for  the  old 
preachers  to  enjoy  a  living  while  they  live. 

It  is  said  that  the  World  War  was  fought  to  save  this 
country  and  to  make  it  safe  for  our  democracy.  At  the 
call  of  our  Govemmentj  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men, 
irrespective  of  race  or  condition,  were  called  upon  to 
I  save  this  country.  They  came  from  all  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  they  fought ;  many  were  killed  or  wounded  for  life ; 
many  were  shell-shocked.  The  victory  was  won;  those 
that  surv'ived  the  struggle  returned  home,  many  of  them 
helpless,  not  fit  for  any  kind  of  service.  For  their 
achievement  and  indomitable  courage,  the  Government, 
whose  property  they  were,  promised  protection,  caring 
for  them  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Shall  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ,  do  less  for  old  soldiers,  servants  of  the 
church  and  seiwants  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  surrendered  all 
to  the  service  of  the  church?  Are  you  resolved  to  de¬ 
vote  yourself  wholly  to  God  and  His  work?  Yes.  We 
are  one  and  inseparably  bound;  we  belong  to  the  church. 
Many  of  us  have  kept  that  vow  from  that  day  until  this 
good  hour.  A  just  consideration  is  all  that  is  asked. 

We  living  preachers  are  pleading  the  cause  of  the 
old  preachers.  Give  them  such  consideration  as  you 
would  yourselves.  We  are  not  asking  the  impossible; 
simply  asking  for  a  square  deal,  a  comfortable  mainte¬ 
nance  after  the  many  years  of  faithful  service  in' and  for 
the  church.  For  when  they  are  retired,  they  are  not 
able  to  do  much  else;  nobody  needs  them.  Why  wait  un¬ 
til  we  are  called  to  our  reward?  Do  the  Godlike  act 
now.  Give  us  bread  on  our  tables  when  we  are  retired 
to  keep  away  the  “wolf.”  We  plead  the  just  cause  of 
the  old  preachers  and  their  families.  When  traveling 
days  are  done,  let  them  rest  while  awaiting  the  summons 
of  the  Master. 

What  about  the  Ministers’  Reserve  Pension  Fund? 
Js  it  feasible,  and  will  the  old  preachers  receive  any 
benefit  now  or  in  future  time?  If  not,  why  not?  The 
plan  no  doubt  is  a  worthy  one;  there  seems  a  “hitch” 
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somewhere.  From  the  following  informatioii  received  it 
looks  foreign  to  me.  The  following  is  self-explanatory: 
“The  claim  of  a  minister  at  the  present  time,  and  prob¬ 
ably  for  some  years  to  come,  is  determined  by  the  pres¬ 
ent  legislation.  As  you  know,  the  new  plan  is  not  in  oper¬ 
ation  until  at  least  a  year  after  the  General  Conference, 
and  it  looks  as  though  it  could  be  operative  for  the 
younger  men,  leaving  the  older  men  under  the  full  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  present  plan.”  Another  statement:  “This 
takes  care  of  all  your  obligations  to  Conference  Claim¬ 
ants.  Don’t  fail  the  old  preacher  to-day,  and  some 
preacher  won’t  fail  you  to-morrow.”  If  I  have  misap¬ 
prehended  the  meaning  of  the  intelligence  that  came  to 
me,  I  stand  ready  for  correction.  If  the  old  preachers 
are  not  to  be  in  any  way  benefited  from  the  new  plan, 
after  long  years  of  service,  laboring,  toiling,  and  suffer¬ 
ing,  and  will  not  receive  any  benefit  from  the  Ministers’ 
Reserve  Pension  Fund  or  full  protection,  what  is  the  use 
of  their  efforts,  if  no  gain  is  to  be  derived  therefrom? 
Leaving  the  old  preacher  “under  the  full  protection  of 
the  present  plan.”  We  all  know  about  the  present  plan. 
The  “old  plan”  is  absolutely  inadequate.  The  past  years 
have  demonstrated  the  fact  that  it  does  not  protect 
the  old  preachers. 

They  have  been  on  the  firing  line,  fighting  the  battles 
of  the  church,  and  through  their  many  struggles,  “fight¬ 
ings  without  and  fears  within,”  they  fought  and  wrought 
well,  raising  the  “benevolences”  of  the  church  and  for 
her  various  causes,  as  they  were  called  upon  to  do.  They 
did  it  without  complaining.  It  was  a  pleasure.  Why 
should  they  be  deprived  of  a  comfortable  living  when  they 
have  poured  out  their  lives  in  intense  suffering  for  the 
cause  of  the  church? 

To  every  open  and  intelligent  mind,  the  old  preach¬ 
ers  who  have  pioneered  the  way  of  the  church,  who  en¬ 
dured  hardship  and  made  bleeding  sacrifices,  who  out 
of  their  meager  earnings  made  contributions  for  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  churches,  schools,  and  various  institutions 
of  the  church ;  contributed  to  funds  for  ministerial  re¬ 
lief;  responded  to  every  laudable  call,  as  in  the  days  of 
“yore,”  when  men’s  faith  was  put  to  the  test;  it  is  to 
be  remembered,  they  never  faltered.  And  by  reason  of 
age,  being  brought  face  to  face  with  the  inevitable  fact 
of  “retirement,”  they  should  by  all  means  become  the 
recipients  of  the  church’s  gratitude,  and  their  claim  upon 
the  church  for  ministerial  relief  should  be  given  priority 
over  the  younger  men. 

The  younger  men  have  mental  and  physical  resources 
at  their  command ;  they  have  sufficient  energy  to  insure 
success  and  happiness  regardless  of  any  fund  whatever; 
while  the  old  preachers,  whose  energies  have  been  spent 
in  the  service  of  the  church  and  whose  shoulders  are  bent 
under  the  weight  of  years,  are  denied  the  “crumbs” 
that  fall  from  the  table  of  the  great  church,  whose  coffers 
have  been  enriched  by  their  labors.  If  indifference  to 
their  needs  is  all  the  church  will  offer,  we  call  heaven 
to  witness. 

“The  Retired  Preacher  Painted  Red”;  “The  Old 
Preacher  On  His  Way  to  the  Poorhouse  or  Farm.”  Well, 
that  looks  sad  enough.  “The  artist  overdraws  a  little.” 
Granted  that  it, is  overdrawn  “a  little.”  Whether  or  no 
the  artist  overdraws  in  describing  the  condition  of  the 
old  preacher;  to  say  the  least,  it  is  indeed  sad.  The 
fact  remains  that  the  old  preachers  are  not  given  a  square 
deal  in  proportion  to  other  ministerial  claims.  Why 
and  for  what  cause  are  they  not  given  a  living  chance 
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with  their  brethren?  They  are  engaged  in  common  in  thmg$  in  first  things'  place,  and  second  things  in  second  ^ 
the  work  of  their  Lord  and  Master,  who  is  authority  things'  place  in  your  life. 

for  the  saying,  “For  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  What  is  it  that  alarms  the  person  of  more  sober  judg¬ 
ment:  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink.”  However,  ment  as  he  beholds  the  mad  rush  for  worldly  pleasures? 
there  will  be  no  just  criticism  from  any  source  if  the  The  show,  the  dance,  the  cards  themselves  are  not  the 
church  will  deal  fairly  and  squarely  with  the  old  preach-  real  cause  of  the  fear  of  the  sober  mother  for  her  venture- 
ers,  giving  them  the  same  consideration  as  she  does  to  some  daughter  or  son.  The  basic  cause  of  her  fear  is  this : 
her  other  ministers.  Why  should  the  old  preachers  be  “Will  the  show,  the  dance,  the  cards,  take  first  place  in 
thrown  out  as  outcasts,  friendless  and  alone,  helpless,  my  child’s  life,  and  crowd  the  home,  the  church,  and  the 
fearing  the  wolf  entering  their  door?  school  into  second  place?” 

The  matter  of  the  old  preachers  is  involved  in  the  Kind  reader,  do  not  class  me  as  a  strict  Puritan 
coming  General  Conference ;  their  weal  or  their  woe,  for  preaching  destruction  to  worldly  pleasures— those  pleas- 
or  against,  which  will  it  be?  The  General  Conference  is  ures  that  are  acceptable  among  respectable  people;  but 
made  up  of  men  of  our  choice.  Since  this  is  true,  we  I  would  have  you  to  understand  me  to  proclaim  with  a 
Should  be  true  to  God,  true  to  ourselves,  and  to  others,  loud  voice,  “Keep  the  pigs  in  the  pen,  and  not  in  the 


We  will  not  be  untrue.  We  should  choose  the  most  fitting 
men;  men  that  have  accomplished  something;  men  whose 
business  is  the  “King’s  business”;  men  of  conscientious 
convictions ;  men  that  will  not  be  swerved,  but  be  guided 
by  their  own  conscience,  using  their  best  judgment,  and 
will  not  be  coerced  by  friend  or  foe.  This  is  a  great  time 
for  “hand-shaking,  saying  good  things”  (?)  ;  pay  no  at¬ 
tention  to  the  “insidious  smile,”  you  will  be  deceived. 
Look  out  for  the  men  that  are  conscientious,  fearless,  and 
without  deceit,  that  will  stand  by  the  old  preachers. 

The  lives  of  the  old  preachers  are  at  stake.  God  loves 
the  old  preachers.  He  is  not  deaf  to  their  cries.  He 
is  not  unfair  and  would  show  no  discrimination  in  judg¬ 
ment  between  the  strong  and  the  weak,  the  rich  and  the 
poor. 

The  church  is  abundantly  rich  and  can  take  care  of 
her  own  children.  “He  hath  shewn  thee,  O  man,  what  is 
good ;  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee  but  to  do 
justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy 
God.” 

Keep  the  Pigs  Out  of  the  Parlor 

By  Prof.  R.  A.  Grigsby 

AKE  with  me  an  imaginary  trip  to  a  prosperous 
farm.  We  enter  a  recently  mowed  green  lawn ;  care¬ 
fully  laid  clean  asphalt  walks  wind  their  way  among 
beds  of  variegated  flowers.  This  beautiful  spot  is  almost 
enclosed  by  a  neatly  trimmed  hedge.  Nestling  among  the 
green  trees  and  rose  bushes  is  a  large,  white,  frame  dwell¬ 
ing  house,  modem  in  structure,  and  indicating  from  its 
outward  appearance  the  comforts  that  are^  to  be  found 
within.  Be  it  sufficient  to  say  that  this  home  is  well 
furnished  in  all  of  its  rooms,  and  let  us  pass  to  the  back 
yard,  the  orchards,  and  the  fields  of  growing  grain.  Here 
we  find  everything  indicative  of  prosperity.  The  poultry, 
the  pigs,  the  cows,  and  horses  are  many  and  well  cared 
for.  The  fields  are  teeming  with  ripening  grain.  The 
laborers  are  singing  and  the  happy  children  are  sporting 
in  the  summer  breezes.  We  go  away  from  this  place  in¬ 
spired. 

We  return  to  this  same  farm  one  year  later.  We  find 
horses  and  cows  trampling  the  flower  beds,  the  children 
are  wallowing  in  the  cow  pond  and  the  pigs  are  in  the 
parlor.  The  things  we  see  to-day  are  practically  the  same 
things  we  saw  on  this  farm  one  year  ago,  but  what  a  hor¬ 
rible  picture  they  present  now.  What  has  happened? 
Things  have  changed  places. 

If  it  were  mine  to  broadcast  a  message  to  the  world, 
especially  to  the  youth  of  our  land,  it  would  be  the  mes¬ 
sage  I  bring  to  you  in  these  few  paragraphs :  Keep  first 


parlor.” 

Any  decent  show  has  its  educational  and  cultural 
value;  many  have  spiritual  values.  Everybody  is  not 
doomed  to  eternal  destruction  because  he  dances  across 
the  floor,  or  touches  a  card  in  a  social  game ;  but  he  who 
tarries  so  long  and  so  often  at  the  show,  the  dance,  or 
at  the  card  table — Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs¬ 
day,  Friday,  Saturday — tarries  so  long  that  he  is  too 
tired,  too  spent  to  find  his  way  to  the  house  of  God  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  that  person  has  put  the  pigs  in  his  parlor 
and  has  left  the  children  to  wallow  in  the  cow  pond. 

What  is  better  to  make  one  forget  the  monotonous 
grind  of  daily  toils  and  worries  than  a  good  baseball 
game?  What  is  more  invigorating,  especially  to  persons 
engaged  in  sedentary  occupations,  than  tennis  and  golf? 
But  he  who  must  go  to  his  tennis  court  Sunday  morning, 
his  golf  links  Sunday  afternoon,  and  to  the  show  Sunday 
evening  has  put  the  pigs  in  his  parlor  and  left  the  chil¬ 
dren’  to  wallow  in  the  cow  pond.  j 

To  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  high  and  the  low,  comes  I 
the  exhortation  of  Jesus,  “Deny  thyself,  take  up  thy  cross, 
and  follow  me.” 

William  H.  Jude  seems  to  represent  Jesus  as  saying, 
“Love  life;  hate  not  the  pleasures  of  life,  but  love  me 
more  than  these,”  when  he  sings : 

“In  our  joys  and  in  our  sorrows, 

Days  of  toil  and  hours  of  ease, 

Still  He  calls,  in  cares  and  pleasures, 

Christian,  love  Me  more  than  these!” 

The  placing  of  first  things  in  first  things’  place  was 
not  overlooked  in  the  arrangement  of  the  elaborate  pro¬ 
gram  that  celebrated  the  return  of  the  heroic  aviator, 
Lindbergh,  last  June.  Sunday  morning,  June  12,  Lind¬ 
bergh  was  scheduled  to  attend  church  services  with  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mrs.  Coolidge,  and  a  big  dinner,  given  in  honor 
of  this  hero,  in  one  of  the  fine  hotels  of  New  \  ork  City, 
was  opened  with  prayer  and  closed  with  a  benediction. 
Though  we  make  the  impalpable  air  our  resting  place,  we 
dare  not  forget  God. 

No  one  needs  to  isolate  himself  like  the  hermit  for  the 
sake  of  soul  development.  Browning’s  Pippa  still  is 
singing : 

“God’s  in  His  heaven — 

All’s  right  with  the  world!” 

We  cannot  pass  over  or  around  the  world.  Our  way 
must  lead  where  “the  races  of  men  go  by.”  But  the  jour¬ 
ney  is  safe  for  all  those  that  have  learned  the  happy  secret 
of  keeping  first  things  in  first  things’  place  and  second 
things  in  second  things’  place  in  their  lives,  lest  the  pigs 
are  let  into  the  parlor  while  the  children  are  pushed  out 
to  wallow  in  the  cow  pond. 
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^  Sunday  School  Lesson 

IlTTBUTATIOVAI.  SOIM 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
REVIEW— THE  EARLY  KINGS  OF  ISRAEL 

THIRD  QUARTER.  LESSON  XIII.  SEPTEMBER  25 


choosing  a  kine  and  leader  lior  Israel.  It  was 
conducted  by  his  servant  Samuel.  Saul  waa 
chosen. 


servant  Samuel.  Saul  was 


Our  lessons  this  quarter  covered  the  period 
in  Israel’s  history  of  the  united  monarchy. 
There  was  a  temporary  division  about  mid¬ 
way  the  period;  but  the  division  which  oc¬ 
curred  at  its  close  was  a  permanent  one.  So 
it  closes  an  old  act  and  marks  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  new  act  in  the  drama  of  the  na¬ 
tional  life  of  Israel.  And  history  is  an  in¬ 
teresting  drama  in  which  the  characters  are 
real.  Tnis  act  of  the  drama  comprises  three 
scenes  in  which  the  state  and  church  co¬ 
operate  to  enliven  interest.  On  the  side  of 
the  state  the  leading  characters  are  Saul, 
David,  and  Solomon,  with  Ish-bosheth  and 
Rehoboam  and  Jeroboam  secondary  char¬ 
acters;  and  on  the  side  of  the  church  Sam¬ 
uel,  Nathan,  and  Ahijah,  with  Shemaiah  a 
subsidiary,  played  the  leading  r61e. 

The  State  a  Limited  Monarchy.  The  king¬ 
dom  was  established  because  the  people  volun¬ 
tarily  chose  to  have  one.  They  elected  their 
first  king,  and  afterwards  reserved  to  them¬ 
selves  the  right  to  approve  or  disapprove  of 
the  king’s  administration,  and  either  to  elect 
or  approve  of  his  successor.  They  were  sub- 
.jcct  to  the  king;  but  the  king  was  also  sub¬ 
ject  to  them.  Solomon  took  the  first  steps 
toward  making  the  monarchy  absolute;  and 
his  son  developed  that  policy  to  his  very 
serious  embarrassment.  The  work  of  the 
kings  may  be  reviewed  by  the  reader. 

The  Church  Controls  the  State.  This  is  the 
period  when  the  church  had  its  greatest  in¬ 
fluence  over  the  state  or,  which  is  the  same 
thing  we  mean,  when  the  preachers  (proph¬ 
ets)  had  the  greatest  influence  over  the  kings. 
He  who  made  good  as  king  stood  strong  with 
the  preachers  of  his  time.  It  was  the  pastor 
Samuel  who  nominated  Saul  to  be  king;  and 
it  was  this  same  pastor  who  selected  David 
to  establish  a  new  dynasty.  The  people  only 
elected  whom  he  had  already  designated. 
Though  he  became  king  after  Samuel’s  death, 
without  Samuel’s  influence— that  is,  had  Sam¬ 
uel  made  it  known  that  he  favored  some  other 
as  king — David  never  would  have  become  king. 

It  was  the  pastor  Nathan  who  brought  Da¬ 
vid  to  his  senses  after  his  infatuation  and 
improper  relations  with  Bathsheba  and  his 
murder  of  Uriah.  David’s  repentance  ,was 
genuine.  But  fear  of  the  consequences  of 
losing  Nathan’s  influence  did  much  to  arouse 
penitence  in  his  heart.  Saul  befiore  Samuel 
^  GMgal  (1  Sam.  16)  reminds  one  of 
Henry  IV  before  Hildebrand  at  Canossa; 
and  Saul’s  intermittent  insanity  was  caused 
more  by  worrying  over  the  loss  of  Samuel’s 
influence  than  by  anything  else.  David  had 
not  forgotten  what,  had  happened  to  Saul 
and  his  house  for  having  gained  the  ill-will 
of  the  preacher.  And  this  same  Nathan  was 
more  responsible  than  any  other  person  for 
Solomon’s  successful  succession  to  David 
(1  Kings  1.  6-63).  Had  Adonijah  won  the 
influence  of  all  the  cler^  as  he  had  won  that 
of  Abiathar,  he  most  likely  would  have  been 
successful  in  his  efforts  to  succeed  his  father. 
He  made  the  serious  mistake  of  ignoring 
Nathan  because,  I  suppose,  he  knew  where 
this  preacher’s  support  was.  And  it  was 
this  same  Nathan  who  caused  David  to  post¬ 
pone  the  building  of  the  temple.  It  was  the 
preacher  Ahijah  who  made  the  division  of 
the  monarchy  peacefully  successful  by  ap¬ 
pointing  Jeroboam  to  lead,  the  revolt,  which 
Was  equivalent  to  an  anointing  as  Samuel 
had  done  to  David.  And  it  was  the  preacher 
hhemaiah  who  prevented  a  civil  war  for  the  ' 
restoration  of  the  union.  The  prophets  were 
|the  spokesmen  of  God;  and  they  were  also  the  i 
people’s  spokesmen.  They  were  respected  , 
and  revered  by  the  people,  and  feared  and 
obeyed  by  the  kings. 

During  the  next  period  we  shall  And  the  ] 


preachers  striving  hard  to  maintain  their 
former  authority.  But  we  shall  And  the  state 
CMting  off  its  subjection  to  the  church,  and 
dictating  its  own  policies.  Kings  will  openly 
and  avowedly  resent  and  sometimes  punish 
any  reproof,  or  even  any  counsel  from  the 
preachers  unless  the  counsel  is  of  the  nature 
of  encouragement  in  what  the  kings’  heart 
had  already  been  set  on  doing.  Social  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  masses  of  the  people  will  be¬ 
come  worse  because  their  religious  conditions 
will  become  worse  corresponding  to  the  wan¬ 
ing  influence  of  their  spokesmen  and  the 
.spokesmen  of  God. 

SAMUEL  HUSTON  COLLEOE. 

Missionary  Interpretaticn 

Lesson  for  Sunday,  September  25 
“His  kingdom  ruleth  over  all” 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  lessons  of  this  quarter  have  afforded 
glimpses  of  some  of  the  great  religious  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  Old  Testament  and  God’s  way  of 
selecting  and  training  them  for  the  work. 
Many  were  real  missionaries,  and  afford  an 
example  of  devotion  to  a  cause  worthy  of  our 
following. 

In  lesson  one  we  have  God’s  method  of 


In  lesson  two  there  is  pictured  the  end  of 
a  good  man  who  has  served  bis  people  faith¬ 
fully,  and  in  whom  all  the  pec^le  had  im¬ 
plicit  confidence. 

Lesson  three  sets  forth  the  last  important 
public  act  of  Samuel  In  anointing  David  to 
be  king  over  Israel,  because  Saul  had  for¬ 
saken  the  Lord. 

Lesson  four  reveals  the  Inherent  power  in 
David  as  he  answers  the  challenge  of  Goliath, 
whom  he  slays  in  behalf  of  Israel.  David  had 
faith  in  God. 

Lesson  five  reveals  the  bond  of  friendship 
between  David  and  Jonathan,  which  ^s  been 
an  example  to  friends  ever  since.  They  were 
true  friends. 

Lesson  six  shows  how  David  refused  to  take 
advantage  of  his  enemy,  but  rather  tried  to 
do  good  to  him.  Overcoming  evil  with  good. 

Lesson  seven  reveals  David  a  true  shep¬ 
herd  of  Israel  as  he  had  been  of  his  father’s 
flocks.  God  was  'honored  by  bringinir  back 
the  ark  to  Israel. 

Lesson  eight  contains  God’s  promise  to 
build  a  house  and  establish  himself  in  Israel, 
so  as  to  have  a  great  name  among  the  nations. 

Lesson  nine  reveals  the  weakness  of  so 
great  a  leader  as  David;  and  his  repentance 
for  sin,  though  illuminating,  revealed  his  real 
character. 

In  lesson  ten  we  are  introduced  to  Solo¬ 
mon,  who  made  the  wise  choice  when  God 
told  ,him  to  ask  what  should  be  given  him. 
He  chose  an  understanding  heart. 

Lesson  eleven  shows  how  God’s  glory  may 
All  all  the  house  and  all  the  world,  if  God’s 
people  are  true  to  Him. 

Lesson  twelve  shows  the  great  cost  and 
serious  effects  of  divisions  among  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  world,  and  what  causes  them. 

OAMMON  SEMINARY. 


Epworth  League  Topic 


SEPTEMBER  26 


‘A  GOOD  GET-AWAY”— RALLY  DAY 

(Luke  14.  28-30;  Hebrews  12.  1,  2) 


“Well  begun  is  half  done.” 

It  is  a  faithful  saying.  The  right  kind 
of  a  start  may  not  always  win  a  race,  but 
it  is  an  advantage  which  every  runner  seeks, 
with  every  nerve  taut,  and  with  the  whole 
concentration  of  his  being  upon  it.  The  more 
important  the  race,  the  greater  the  need  for 
the  best  possible  “get-away.” 

You  are  beginning  a  “race”  at  Rally  Day, 
the  outcome  of  which  is  more  important  than 
any  race  ever  run  on  a  cinder  track.  It  is 
not  merely  an  exhibition  in  which  to  display 
the  skill  of  those  taking  part.  It  is  a  contest 
in  which  the  highest  issues  are  at  stake.  The 
prize  is  the  winning  of  personal  Christian 
character  on  the  part  of  each  contestant,  and 
of  Christian  relationship  and  achievements  on 
the  part  of  the  group.  It  is  to  be  run  against 
the  keenest  and  most  deadly  rivals.  One  is 
the  swift  passing  of  time,  when  the  chances 
of  youth  will  be  gone.  Another  is  the  joy¬ 
less,  indolent,  half-hearted  attitude  that 
would  rather  not  take  the  “punishment”  of 
an  honest  effort.  StiM  another  is  the  com¬ 
petition  of  other  interests,  less  important  but 
more  immediately  alluring  and  sensational. 

But  the  prise  is  life  Itself  at  its  best,  and 
it  must  be  won.  To  make  doubly  sure,  you 
will  want  a  good  “get-away.”  That  is  wh^t 
Rally  Day  is  for.  In  fact,  in  otder  to  give 
you  a  good  running  start,  the  beginning  of 
the  year’s  work  is  advanced  by  several 
months.  The  first  Sunday  in  June  has  been 
chosen  as  the  official  starting  point  of  the 
Epworth  League  year.  That  gives  you  the 
whole’  summer  to  make  all  your  plans  and 
get  into  training.  With  such  an  advantage. 


you  can  cross  the  line  at  top  speed  on  Rally 
Sunday,  when  the  real  activity  of  the  year 
begins. 

The  Prize  to  be  Won 

To  say  all  this  literally,  the  program  of 
tte  Epworth  League  for  'the  year  just  begin¬ 
ning  will  depend  much  for  its  real  success 
upon  the  preparatory  work  done  during  the 
summer,  and  the  impression  made  by  the 
Rally  Day  service.  The  new  program  pre¬ 
sents  an  unusual  challenge.  Its  central  em¬ 
phasis  is  upon  the  First  Department.  Its 
aim  will  be  to  awaken  every  young  person 
that  can  be  reached  to  the  possibilities  of  a 
life  lived  in  the  spirit  of  Christ  and  by  His 
aid. 

There  is  a  hunger  in  the  lives  of  normal 
young  people  for  just  such  help.  Emerson 
has  wisely  said:  ‘^11  young  persons  thirst 
for  a  real  existence  for  an  object — for  some¬ 
thing  great  and  good  which  they  shall  do 
with  their  heart.” 

This  program  has  been  planned  to  meet 
that  ne^.  It  is  not  something  that  can  be 
“handed  down.”  It  can  be  effective  only  as 
it  becomes  an  adventure  by  young  folks  them¬ 
selves,  freely  and  joyously  undertaken  of 
their  own  choice.  It  will  be  your  high  priv- 
ilegpe  to  help  awaken  them — to  make  your 
groups  feel  that  in  such  a  spiritual  adventure 
with  Christ  they  would  find  what  their  lives 
hunger  for,  and  that  their  deepest  needs 
would  be  met.  But  equally  important  is  the 
chance  it  will  give  to  assist  one  another,  and 
even  those  as  yet  entirely  outside  the  chap¬ 
ter,  who  are  just  as  greatly  in  need  of  such 
help. — Epworth  League  Quarterly. 
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Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Carthage,  Miss. — We  had  a  great  revival 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Adams,  of 
Forest,  Miss.,  on  August  7,  at  Greenwood 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Con¬ 
versions  and  accessions  numbered  eighteen. 
The  house  was  packed  each  night  of  the 
meeting.  The  Rev.  Adams  is  a  great  re¬ 
vivalist. — Esther  Hall,  Reporter. 

Oreeneboro,  N.  G. — St.  Matthew’s  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church:  Dr.  and  Mrs.  R. 
T.  Weatherby  are  spending  their  vacation  in 
Long  Island,  N.  Y.  The  cnurch  at  large  ap¬ 
proved  the  one  month’s  outing,  after  much 
hard  work  by  the  pastor,  looking  forward 
to  the  approaching  Conference.  We  wish  for 
him  a  pleasant  and  restful  vacation  and  a 
safe  return. — Reporter. 

Arcadia,  Fla, — The  trustees  of  Pieasant 
Hill  are  alive.  In  the  past  thirty  days  they 
have  ceiled  our  beautiful  church,  wnich  is 
second  to  none  in  the  city.  The  church  is 
now  completed  except  for  pews.  Revival 
meeting  began  on  the  fourth  Sunday ;  two 
persons  have  joined  the  church.  We  ask  the 
prayers  of  the  genersd  church  for  our  suc¬ 
cess,  that  souls  may  be  saved  for  the  King¬ 
dom. — The  Rev.  E.  W.  Garrison,  Pastor;  A. 
C.  Jones,  Reporter. 

OtmnUon,  Mies, — The  Wesley  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  had  on  a  grand  rally 
July  24.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  Lee,  was 
present  and  ccmducted  the  meeting.  In  our 
grand  rally  vye  had  ten  visiting  preachers 
with  us  and  all  preached  interesting  sermons. 
Each  pastor  took  up  'Ids  individuid  collection, 
and  the  total  amount  raised  was  $12.26.  In 
our  Sunday  school  we  had  with  us  Sister 
Susie  Smith,  an  excellent  teacher  who  taught 
the  advance  quarterly.  Sister  Smith  is  a 
great  worker  in  the  church. — The  Rev.  B. 
Lee,  Pastor;  Sister  Clara  Grinage,  Reporter. 

Philadelphia,  Mies,— We  have  just  closed 
one  of  the  best  revivals  ever  held  at  Liberty 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Rev.  E. 
W.  Rogers,  of  the  Philadelphia  charge,  came 
in  full  power  of  the  Spirit  with  great  ser¬ 
mons  which  will  live  long  in  our  hearts. 
Everyone  present  was  made  'happy.  Seven¬ 
teen  souls  were  added  to  the  church.  The 
good  people  of  Liberty  made  everything 
pleasant  tor  the  people  attending  the  meet¬ 
ing.  May  the  blessing  of  God  rest  upon 
these  good  people.  The  stewards  reported 
$100.86.— the  Rev.  F.  L.  Woods,  Pastor;  W. 
T.  Evans,  Reporter. 

Stonehamville,  Texas — Pleasant  Grove 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  StonehamviUe 
circuit,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  B. 
E.  Williams,  has  just  closed  a  great  spiritual 
meeting.  We  had  with  us  the  Rev.  W.  L. 
McDonald,  our  efficient  pastor  at  Anderson, 
Texas,  who  preached  soul-stirring  sermons 
during  the  entire  week.  Our  hearts  were 
thrilled  and  people  were  happily  converted. 
The  sermons  that  the  Rev.  W.  L.  McDonald 
preached  at  this  place  will  live  long  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  Stonehamville  circuit. 
Total  amount  raised,  $26.  Six  dollars  was 
Sent  to  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones  for  Pension  and 
Relief. — James  Felder,  Reporter. 

Lampton,  Miss, — Our  church,  New  Zion, 
is  spiritually  and  financially  alive.  We,  the 
Ladies’  Aid,  went  on  record  the  first  Sunday 
in  July,  1927,  with  an  assessment  of  $6,  and 
collected  $100.  We  felt  good  over  the  mat¬ 
ter,  and  in  August  we  raised  $140.  We  are 
not  tired  yet,  but  are  anxious  for  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  our  Zion.  We  are  standing  by  our 
church  and  every  good  cause  for  tr«  uplift 
of  humanity.  We  have  a  live  Sunday  school; 
also  a  large  Rosenwald  public  school,  built 
of  concrete  blocks,  in  which  the  Marion 
County  Teachers’  Training  School  for  Col¬ 
ored  Teachers  was  entertained  this  summer. 
—Mrs.  Mattie  Stepney,  President  ^dies’  Aid. 

Yazoo  City,  Miss, — On  Thursday  evening, 
from  7  to  9  o’clock.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.  T.  Miller 
threw  open  their  doors  to  the  Steward  Sis¬ 
ters  of  St.  Stephen’s  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  celebration  of  the  birthday  of 


Mrs.  E.  J.  Madkins,  their  worthy  president 
and  mother  of  Mrs.  Miller.  A  splendid  salad 
course  was  served.  Those  present  were: 
Sisters  Gassaway,  Love,  Thomas,  Fletcher, 
Phipps,  Hill,  Holsten,  Hardison,  White, 
Hemphili,  Whitess,  Summers,  Gibbs,  Red¬ 
mond,  Hiil;  also  Mrs.  Kitty  Buck,  honorary 
guest  of  Bethel  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mrs.  Miller  was  assisted  by  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Wright  and  Betty  L.  Hammock, 
worthy  members  of  Wesley  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  An  enjoyable  time  was  ex¬ 
pressed  by  everyone,  praying  that  God  would 
bless  the  home  and  that  our  preS'ident  would 
be  spared  for  faithfulness  to  her  church  and 
community. — L.  B.  H.,  Reporter. 

SimpsonvUle,  Md. — A  rally  was  held  at 
Locust  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sunday, 
August  14,  at  8  P.  M. ;  preaching  by  the  pas¬ 
tor.  Public  collection  amounted  to  $11.48; 
amount  raised  from  the  books,  $109.  This 
money  was  raised  for  the  painting  and  re¬ 
pairing  of  the  phurch.  A  chicken  supper 
was  given  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Daniel  Thomas 
by  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  for  the  benefit 
of  the  captains’  rally,  held  on  Au^st  14; 
amount  raised,  $26.06.  Camp  meeting  was 
held  at  Locust  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
from  August  21  to  September  4,  with  serv¬ 
ices  each  Sunday.  On  Sunday,  July  31,  the 
classes  of  Locust  Church  were  invited  to 
Hopkins  Chapel  for  union  class  meeting.  Mr. 
David  Johnson  and  Mr.  Lewis  Kelly,  senior 
class  leaders.  The  second  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  at  Asbury  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  August  16.  Delegates  from 
Locust  and  Hopkins  Chapel  attended  the 
District  Conference  held  at  Churchton,  Md., 
August  4.— Henrietta  Boardley,  Reporter. 

Hamlet,  N,  C.— St.  Peter’s  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  On  August  16  we,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church,  had  what  is  known  as  the 
twelve-months’  birthday  banquet  for  the 
church;  each  member  that  was  born  in  the 
same  month  had  his  table,  so  there  were 
twelve  tables  with  twelve  leaders:  January, 
L.  D.  Benton,  $11.86;  February,  L.  A.  Bloom¬ 
field,  Jr.,  $1.76;  March,  Dock  Morman,  $30.60; 
April,  Mrs.  Bertha  Stevenson,  $2;  May,  L. 
A.  Bloomfield,  $4;  June,  Miss  A.  M.  Thomas, 
$1.60;  July,  the  Rev.  G.  M.  Phelps,  $21.06; 
August,  Manson  Jackson,  $13.46;  September, 
J.  L.  Martin,  $11.84;  October,  Miss  Estel 
M’Eachine,  nothing;  November,  Mrs.  Alma 
Manings,  $3.10;  December,  Mrs.  Ellen  Mil- 
ican,  ^.36;  total,  $108.16.  This  money  was 
raised  for  'the  new  church  here.  It  is  needed 
very  much,  and  we  are  striving  to  raise 
money  for  the  same.  We  hope  to  begin  work 
on  this  new  church  next  Conference  year. 
The  people  of  Hamlet  can  be  worked  with 
successfully  along  lines  of  church  work.  We 
are  hoping  for  a  new  church  here  in  the  near 
future. — S.  F.  B.  Peace,  Pastor. 

Savannah,  Oa. — The  people  of  the  Palen 
charge  are  happy  over  the  sending  of  the 
Rev.'W.  W.  Clemons  to  this  charge.  He 
came  to  us  after  the  last  Annual  Conference, 
held  at  Waynesboro,  Ga.,  presided  over  by  our 
own  Bishop  Clair,  who  took  hold  of  the  work 
with  a  firm  grasp  and  labored  faithfully  for 
the  upbuilding  and  advancement  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer’s  kinf^om,  and  his  labors  have  been 
crowned  with  success.  During  the  past  ten 
months  fifty-three  members  have  been  added 
to  the  church.  The  church  at  Speedwell  has 
been  painted  inside  and  outside  and  a  new 
choir  stand  built.  Seeing  the  struggie  of 
the  church  in  town  in  keeping  up  the  house 
rent,  he  stated  that  before  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  1927  he  would  be  in  the  new  par¬ 
sonage,  and  at  once  set  about  his  task  and 
soon  had  the  smaller  church  converted  into 
a  beautiful  six-room,  parsonage.  Some  more 
work  is  to  be  done  on  same,  but  the  pastor 
was  able  to  move  in  the  parsonage  in  June. 
We  have  raised  for  all  causes  this  year  so 
far  $2,060.  We  pray  God’s  blessing  upon  the 
Rev.  Clemons,  and  hope  he  will  be  permitted 
to  remain  with  us  until  Palen  charge  is 
placed  in  the  foremost  ranks. — Reporter. 

Brewton,  Ala, — On  August  7  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  R.  H.  Moore,  was  at  his  best  and 
stirred  the  congregation  with  his  master¬ 


piece.  At  11  A.  M.  his  text  was  taken  from 
Job  14.  10;  subject,  “The  End  of  Human 
Greatness.”  At  8  P.  M.  he  preached  from 
the  subject,  “The  Seven  Downward  Steps: 
Evil  Desire,  Self-will,  Self-deception,  Hard¬ 
ness  of  Heart,  Blindness,  Presumption,  and 
Desperate  Wickedness.”  Every  heart  was 
made  to  feel  uplifted  after  the  pastor  had 
delivered  such  a  wonderful  sermon.  Ckdlec- 
tion  for  the  day,  $16.  Sunday,  August  21, 
was  a  high  day  at  Shiloh  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  The  Rev.  G.  W.  Washington, 
of  our  church  at  Castleberry,  Ala.,  was  with 
us  and  delivered  an  able  sermon.  At  11 
A.  M.  he  preached  from  the  subject,  “The 
Power  of  Prayer.”  At  8  P.  M.  we  conducted 
a  baby  contest.  The  results  were  as  follows: 
Baby  Hudson,  $4.20;  Baby  Willis,  $2.10; 
Baby  Nolen,  $18;  Baby  Jackson,  $2.96;  Baby 
Carroll,  80c.;  Baby  Poster,  $1.  The  baby 
raising  the  highest  amount  above  $10  was 
given  $6  in  gold.  Little  Miss  L.  P.  Nolen 
was  awarded  the  prise.  A  rally  for  the 
church  steeple  was  on  throughout  the  day; 
those  paying  their  assessment  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Moore,  H.  Cheatham, 
R.  Cheatliam,  E.  Hollinger,  J.  Murphy,  G. 
Parmer,  S.  Sherrill,  $2  each;  Mesdames  V. 
E.  Moore,  E.  Crosby,  E.  Cheatham,  E.  Mears, 
A.  Nolen,  L.  Murphy,  F.  Willis,  L.  E.  Shelley, 
Miss  S.  Murphv,  and  Mrs.  Gardner,  $1  each; 
Miss  M.  Cheatham,  60c.;  Mrs.  I.  V.  Lopase, 
25c.  The  quartet  rendered  several  beautiful 
selections  throughout  the  day.  Total  collec¬ 
tion  for  the  day,  $61.66. — Mrs.  L.  E.  Shelley, 
Reporter. 


Baton  Rouge,  La, — Wes'ley  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  under  the  pastorate 
of  the  unassuming,  energetic,  far-seeing  Rev. 
J.  Allison  Williams,  has  taken  on  new  life, 
and  come  back  into  the  class  to  which  it 
formerly  belonged.  The  Rev.  Williams  came 
to  us  at  the  beginning  of  tliis  Conference 
year  and  found  the  affairs  of  the  church  on 
the  wane.  The  spiritual  and  financial  con¬ 
dition  was  at  low  ebb,  and  the  membership 
was  somewhat  discouraged.  Pastor  Williams, 
preferring  action  rather  than  words,  imme¬ 
diately  set  out  to  remedy  the  affairs.  He 
preached  sermons  that  were  truly  fraught 
with  logic,  spirit,  and  power;  and  as  a  re¬ 
sult  the  congregation  increased  more  than 
fifty  per  cent.  Members  and  friends  from 
other  churches  came  in  each  Sabbath  to  lis¬ 
ten  to  his  well-prepared  sermons,  and  com¬ 
plimented  him  on  both  the  preparation  and 
delivery;  hence  the  spiritual  tide  ran  high. 
In  seven  weeks  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Conference  we  raised  all  of  our  benevolences, 


viz.:  World  Service,  Pension  and  Relief,  and 
Episcopal  Fund;  since  then  we  have  added 
$26  to  our  quota,  making  us  $26  above.  This 
task  having  been  accomplished,  the  budget 
plan  was  next  in  order.  After  a  careful 
study  the  pastor  figured  out  a  budget  for 
the  year  and  submitted  same  to  the  official 
board.  The  plan  was  approved,  and  up  to 
date  has  worked  like  a  charm.  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  more  than  $4,000  have  been  raised.  The 
district  superintendent  has  been  paid  in  full, 
pastor  paid  in  full,  parsonage  renovated,  bath 
fixtures  installed,  and  all  local  debts  paid 
to  date,  and  a  cash  balance  of  several  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  to  our  account.  The  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liams  and  his  good  wife,  the  latter  a  help¬ 
mate  in  all  the  word  implies,  are  loved  and 
respected  by  all.  Wesley  truly  thanks  Bishop 
Jones  and  his  cabinet  for  sending  us  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Williams,  people  of  God,  to 
grace  our  parsonage  and  church  with  their 
excellent  leadership. — Mrs.  H.  A.  Nelson,  Re¬ 
porter. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa, — We,  as  class  leaders  of 
Warren  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  bring 
to  you  greetings  from  our  great  church  as 
workmen  with  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
ren  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  found 
its  place  under  the  leadership  of  the  great 
man  of  God,  who  was  transferred,  not  at  his 
will,  but  by  the  will  of  God.  The  classM 
have  been  formed  in  one  body,  only  separated 
by  leaders,  that  God,  through  us  being 
united,  may  bring  Warren  membership  up  to 
IJtOO  by  our  next  District  Conference. 
Every  leader  has  been  inspired  by  this  gos¬ 
pel  food  which  we  receive  Sunday  after  Sun^ 
day,  which  is  flavored  with  knowledge  of 
God  and  wisdom  of  our  Lord.  He  Ims  put 
in  us  the  desire  to  save  men  from  their  sins. 
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The  church  as  a  whole  has  made  a  wonder¬ 
ful  step  up  toward  God;  in  our  worship  the 
Spirit  is  very  visible;  hearts  that  have  been 
stone  are  melting;  peace-breakers  are  trem¬ 
bling;  those  that  would  hold:  their  heads 
high  have  hung  them  down  in  tears,  and 
the  name  of  Warren  is  soaring  high  in  church 
circles  in  Pittsburgh,  a  city  in  which  spir¬ 
itual  teaching  is  most  needed.  We,  as  class 
leaders,  boast  of  this  man.  Dr,  G,  R,  Bryant, 
and  esteem  him  as  a  king.  He  walks  daily 
in  prayer  with  God,  holding  meetings  in  the 
fear  of  God,  and  working  out  a  program 
through  the  help  of  his  bearers  that  will 
shake  Pittsburgh  from  center  to  circumfer¬ 
ence,  and  all  men  will  know  that  Pittsburgh 


has  a  man  of  God,  using  his  influence,  wis¬ 
dom,  and  a  mighty  hand  of  visible  power  over 
sin.  We  believe  that  our  district  superin¬ 
tendent  will  put  his  wisdom  and  infmence 
in  our  midst,  and  with  Ms  unusual  spiritual 
gift  of  the  ministry  beMnd  Mm  he  may  lead 
to  the  Annual  Conference  one  of  the  biggest 
harvest  of  soul  saving  in  the  Washington 
Conference,  Warren  church  leaders  ask  that 
you,  as  a  body  of  ministers,  laymen  in  King¬ 
dom  building,  may  help  us  with  your  ear¬ 
nest  prayers  that  our  church  in  Pittsburgh 
may  be  a  lighthouse  on  God’s  Mghway,  Pass 
this  world  of  sorrow  to  a  world  of  great 
joy  and  everlasting  pleasure, — Leaders  of 
Warren  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

ATLANTA  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Round — Hogansville  Ct,,  September 
17,  18;  Grantville,  18,  19;  Newnan  Ct.,  24, 
25;  Ladd  Street,  26,  26;  Jones  and  Smith, 
October  1,  2;  Ariel  Bowen,  9,  10;  Marietta, 
9-12;  South  Atlanta,  16-18;  Newnan  Station, 
23,  24;  Burns  and  Powell,  29,  30;  Battle 
Hill,  30,  31;  Luthersvllle  Ct,,  November  6,  6; 
Rockdale  Park,  6,  7;  Warren  Memorial,  13, 
14;  Central  Ave,,  ^0,  21;  Hogansville  and 
Corinth,  26,  27 ;  Edgewood  Mission,  Decem¬ 
ber  4,  6. 

Dear  Brethren:  Competent  judges  pro¬ 
nounce  our  1927  District  Conference  a  marked 
success.  We  are  grateful  to  you  for  tMs. 
Let  us  see  to  it  that  our  churches  and  par¬ 
sonages  are  insured,  and  that  our  records  are 
properly  kept.  In  the  District  Conference 
you  ordered  that  October  9  be  observed  as 
Good  Literature  Day  and  that  a  special  cam¬ 
paign  be  made  for  the  Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate.  We  sirould  make  a  substan¬ 
tial  advance  for  our  Conference  Claimants 
Fund.  Our  annual  fall  World  Service  roll 
call  and  rally  will  be  at  Central  Ave.  Church, 
October  26,  opening  at  ten  o’clock  A.  M., 
A  Bishop  Richardson  presiding.  Atlanta  Dis- 
^  trict  slogan,  “Better  than  last  year.”  Pay 
Minute  money  at  your  fourth  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference.— J.  W.  Queen,  District  Superintend¬ 
ent,  46  Bowen  Ave.,  South'  Atlanta,  Ga. 

HANNIBAL  DISTRICT 

Third  Round— Troy,  Rev.  A.  C.  White, 
October  8,  9;  Moscow,  10;  Moberly,  16,  17; 
Montgomery,  22,  23;  Truesdale,  29,  30; 
Foristel'l,  29,  30;  Wellsville,  November  5,  6; 
Mexico,  13,  14;  Clarksville,  Rev.  A.  C.  Poston, 
19,  20;  Elsberry,  19,  20;  Fayette,  26,  27; 
Columbia,  December  3,  4;  New  Bloomfield, 
6,  7;  Fulton,  11,  12;  Louisiana,  17,  18;  Han¬ 
nibal,  24,  26;  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  January 
1,  2,  1928;  Bowling  Green,  8,  9;  New  Frank¬ 
lin,  8,  9. 

Dear  Brethren:  Your  reports  at  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  convinced  me  that  you  are 
putting  your  program  over.  We  made  a 
lasting  impression  upon  the  good  people  of 
Moberly,  Mo.  Make  October  our  “World 
Service  Rally  Month,”  You  ought  to  raise 
your  apportionment  in  this  drive;  send  what 
you  raise  to  the  oflke  in  that  month.  Don’t 
fail  to  attend  the  school  of  theology  in  St. 
Louis,  September  20-30,  1927.  Don’t  forget 
your  main  task,  “soul  saving.”  Make  the 
Southwestern  campaign  effective.— Chas.  S. 
Webster,  District  Superintendent. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

MEADVILLE,  MISS. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Oak  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
on  July  9,  10,  with  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Rev.  J.  R.  Ross,  presiding.  After  devo¬ 
tional  service,  the  Conference  was  opened  for 
business.  All  officers  were  present  with  good 
reports.  The  business  of  the  Conference  was 
dispatched  with  much  ease,  and  the  superin- 
L  tendent  gave  a  wonderful  address  on  the 
B  of  the  church.  On  Sunday,  at  11  A.  M., 
tW'  the  Rev.  Ross  preached  a  soul-stirring  ser¬ 
mon.  Sunday  night  he  preached  at  Mead- 
ville.  The  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered 


to  seventy-two.  The  district  superintendent 
was  paid  in  full,  $30;  raised  during  the  Cem- 
ference,  $43.66. — The  Rev'.  P,  S.  Olive,  Pas¬ 
tor;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Olive,  Reporter. 

McCOMB,  MISS. 

Tlmrsday,  August  25,  was  a  high  day  with 
St.  Paul  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
third  Quarterly  Conference  was.  held  by  the 
district  superintendent.  Rev.  G.  W.  Coleman, 
whom  we  highly  esteem.  We  had  with  us 
many  visiting  friends  from  the  various 
churclies  of  the  city  to  witness  the  great 
soul-stirring  sermon  delivered  by  the  district 
superintendent.  Our  church  is  alive  and  we 
are  doing  our  best  to  put  the  program  over. 
All  reports  were  good  and  we  paid  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  in  full,  $16.  We  are 
now  looking  forward  to  the  district  conven¬ 
tion,  at  which  time  we  hope  to  make  a  good 
report.  We  hope  to  go  over  the  top  with  all 
church  claims  this  year. — The  Rev.  P.  R. 
Stephens,  Pastor. 

McHenry,  miss. 

Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Black  Creek,  August  20,  21,  with  Dr.  E. 
A.  Wilson,  district  superintendent,  in  the 
chair.  All  officers  were  present  and  made 
their  reports.  The  Rev.  Wilson  was  well 
pleased  with  our  work.  Sunday  was  a  high 
day  at  Anderson  Chapel.  Dr.  Wilson 
preached  two  strong  sermons,  at  11  A.  M. 
and  at  3  P.  M.  The  attendance  was  large 
at  each  service.  The  superintendent  was  paid 
in  full.  Repairs  have  been  made  on  Mt. 
Zion  Church  building  at  McHenry  at  the 
cost  of  .$125.  Miss  Quilla  May  Cochran, 
aged  sixteen  years,  the  Junior  League  presi¬ 
dent,  gave  an  entertainment,  raising  $62, 
which  she  gave  to  the  trustees  to  help  them 
in  our  church  repairs.  Pastor’s  rally  was 
conducted  at  Ramsey  Chapel  the  first  Sun¬ 
day  in  August;  $26.60  was  raised',  which  the 
pastor  appreciated  very  much;  paid  pastor 
this  quarter,  $61;  district  superintendent, 
.$20;  raised  for  Area  Council  expenses,  $8; 
total  amount  raised  this  quarter,  $314.— The 


NOW! 

AT  THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE 
CHURCH  SCHOOL  YEAR 

All  teachers  are  looking  for  rich 
material  to  supplement  the  use  of 
their  text  books  for  the  Beginners, 
Primary  and  Junior  Departments. 

THE  ELEMENTARY  MAGAZINE 

for  October  is  the  gold  mine  for 
f  which  they  are  searching.  Here  I 
I  are  some  of  the  nuggets:  { 

\  "The  Child’s  Adjustments  to  the  Social  \ 
1  Order."  Alma  L.  Binzcl.  1 

j  "The  Twenty-Third  Psalm.”  Stephan  H.  j 
I  Stephan.  ( 

1  "Story-telling  in  the  Church  School."  1 
:  "October  Program  for  Mothers'  Meeting."  4 

i  "Stories  for  Telling"  f 

]  "Sharing  Another  Teacher’s  Plans.”  A  beau-  1 
!  tiful  colored  teaching  picture  with  suggestions  t 
1  for  using  it.  ( 

\  The  price  of  this  high-class  I 
\  Magazine  in  clubs  to  schools  is  but  \ 
I  cents  per  quarter;  90  cents  per  ^ 
1  year.  Every  teacher  of  children  1 
1  under  iz  years  of  age  will  find  this  \ 
s  splendid  October  issue  invaluable.  C 
I  Sample  copy  Free  upon  request.  I 
I  Address  I 

1  The  Methodist  Book  Concern  | 

j  CmaNNATI  NEW  YORK  \ 

I  CbieifO  Bvaloa  Dalrait  PiHibarffa  ( 

1  Kinua  CilT  Saa  Fraaciaca  PordaDA,  Ora.  ] 


Rev.  Nathaniel  Scott,  Pastor;  J.  C.  Ramsey, 
Reporter. 

RADFORD,  VA. 

Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Radford  charge  was  held  at  the  Rough  and 
Ready  Church,  August  20,  21,  with  our  be¬ 
loved  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  An¬ 
derson  Davis,  presiding.  All  officers  and 
local  preachers  were  present  with  written  re¬ 
ports.  The  superintendent  was  much  pleased 
and  declared  'the  work  of  the  charge  spirit¬ 
ually  alive  and  in  advance  of  that  of  last 
year.  On  Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  the  Rev. 
Davis  was  at  his  best  and  preached  a  power¬ 
ful  sermon  from  John  7.  37;  subject,  “Jesus, 
the  Water  of  Life.”  Everyone  was  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit.  Fifty-seven  persons 
communed.  At  night  the  congregation  was 
electrified  by  the  sermon  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  Leonard  Boffman.  Collection  for  the 
day  was  $30.11.  The  district  superintendent 
was  paid  in  full  and  the  pastor  received 
.$10.11. — Mrs.  L.  V.  Green,  Reporter. 


Reports  of  District  Conferences 


ATLANTIC 

Tile  seventli  session  of  the  Atlantic  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference,  Sunday  School  and  Epworth 
League  Convention  was  called  to  order 
Wednesday  morning,  July  27,  in  the  First 
.Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Cocoa,  Fla.,  the 
Rev.  Albert  Stone,  pastor,  with  the  Rev.  J. 
\y.  Wesley,  district  superintendent,  presiding, 
'liie  I.ord’8  Supper  was  administered  by  the 
superintendent,  assisted  by  the  Revs.  Stone, 
J.  A.  Simpson,  and  D.  W.  Demps.  This 
service  was  very  impressive.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  was  organized  by  electing  the  following 
officers:  Secretary,  Rev.  N.  J.  Carrington; 
Rev.  J.  S.  Cameron,  treasurer;  Mr.  G.  R.  L. 
Edwards,  Jr.,  statistical  secretary;  Miss 
Olivia  Alexander,  organist;  R^v.  C.  G.  Ges- 
sentanner,  reporter  to  the  local  papers.  A1 
the  close  of  this  part  of  the  business  session, 
several  pastors  made  their  reports,  which 
were  quite  commendable. 

The  following  visitors  were  Introduced :  The 
Rev.  T.  W.  Williams,  St.  Augustine;  the 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Todd,  of  the  Gulf  Dis¬ 
trict;  Prof.  James,  dean  of  Bethune-Cook- 
man  College;  the  Rev.  L.  M.  Moore,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Cocoa;  the  Rev. 
Harrison,  Primitive  Baptist  Church;  the  Rev. 
W.  A.  Mitchell,  South  Jacksonville;  the 
Rev.  A.  L.  Jackson,  and  many  others.  On 
Wednesday,  at  8  P.  M.,  welcome  addresses 
were  delivered  to  a  crowded  house.  The 
Revs.  Moore,  Harrison,  and  Hutchinson  gave 
hearty  welcome  addresses,  assuring  the  con¬ 
vention  that  Cocoa  stood  ready  to  do  them 
honor  and  make  the  moments  happy  ones 
while  in  their  city.  The  Rev.  Hutchinson, 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  favored  the  Conference  with 
two  helpful  blackboard  demonstrations  on 
the  work  of  the  Sunday  school.  Dean  James, 
of  Bethune-Cookman  College,  delivered  two 
great  addresses  on  education.  We  pledg^ 
him  our  support.  Mr.  E.  E.  Kemp,  a  stu¬ 
dent  of  Bethune-Cookman,  and  the  Rev.  R. 
W.  Logan,  of  Daytona,  were  introduced  to 
the  convention.  A  large  number  of  deleg^ates 
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were  present.  Superintendent  Wesley  was  at 
his  best  in  the  chair.  Strong  sermons  were 
preached  by  the  following!  The  Revs.  Bur¬ 
ney,  MRcheU,  Norris.  The  Rev.  Wesley  was 
at  his  best  on  Sunday  at  11  A.  M.  The  Rev. 

D.  W.  Demps  spoke  at  the  evening  service. 
The  Rev.  Stone  and  his  members  deserve 
great  praise  for  the  way  they  entertained  the 
Conference.  The  1928  session  goes  to  West 
Palm  Beach,  Fla. — Reporter. 

BEAUFORT 

The  Beaufort  District  made  a  record  for 
itself  at  its  session  at  St.  George,  July  18-17. 
The  reports  coming  in  from  the  fields,  C(Hi- 
sidering  the  financial  condition  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  were  quite  encourartng.  The  committee 
was  wise  in  selecting  toe  men  they  had  <mi 
the  program  for  service  at  the  Conference. 
They  did  credit  to  themselves  and  to  the 
Conference.  The  Conference  was  graced  with 
the  presence  of  some  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  ^uth  Carolina  Conference.  Quite  a 
number  of  General  Conference  candidates 
were  present.  The  Revs.  C.  R.  Brown,  A. 
R.  Howard,  J.  F.  Page,  M.  M.  Mouxon, 
White,  J.  B.  Taylor,  L.  M.  Dunton,  Dean 
Pearson,  Mrs.  Dunton,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Taylor, 
T.  J.  Pendergrass,  J.  A.  Curry,  D.  H.  Mc¬ 
Lain,  C.  C.  Clark,  A.  G.  Townsend,  F.  W. 
Vance,  and  a  few  others  graced  our  meeting 
with  their  presence.  The  District  Conference 
went  on  record  as  endorsing  the  appointment 
of  Dr.  A.  R.  Howard  to  the  new  oflSce  in 
the  field  of  Prohibition  and  Public  Morals. 
We  wish  for  him  an  overflowing  success. 

The  district  is  solid  behind  Dr.  Gregg  for 
the  General  Conference.  It  will  do  well  to  see 
the  men  on  the  Beaufort  District.  The  Rev. 
O.  Blassengamie  had  things  well  in  hand. 
He  and  his  kind  people  fed  and  cared  for 
us  till  we  wanted  no  more.  The  eyes  of  the 
men  are  on  St.  George;  but  remember,  men, 
that  it  takes  a  real  man  to  follow  O.  Blas- 
sengame.  Beaufort  charge  led  the  district 
with  delegates  In  attending  the  Conference — 
three  in  number. — Rev.  J.  W.  Buddin,  Re¬ 
porter. 

LAKE  CHARLES 

The  twenty-first  session  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District  Conference  met  in-  Warren  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Lake  Charles,  La.,  July 
20-24,  1927,  with  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton, 
district  superintendent,  presiding.  The  sac¬ 
rament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  district  superintendent,  assisted 
by  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  the  Revs.  W.  H.  Jones, 
T.  A.  Hampton,  and  J.  E.  Rolax.  The  Con¬ 
ference  was  organised  by  the  election  of  Rev. 
W.  H.  Jones,  secretary;  H.  L.  Clark,  statis¬ 
tician;  N.  L.  Baptiste,  reporter  to  the  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate;  J.  E.  Rolax, 
treasurer.  The  Conference  stood  with  bowed 
heads  while  the  names  of  Revs.  Sam  Green 
and  Pombey  Bibbs  were  called.  Both  have 
crossed  the  bar.  Welcome  addresses  were 
delivered  on  behalf  of  the  Baptist  Church 
by  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Clark;  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev.  Simmons ;  Colored 
MethocHst  Episcopal  Church,  Mrs.  Holmes; 
the  Rev.  Wm.  Caldwell  responded.  The  Con¬ 
ference  was  graced  with  the  presence  of  Dr. 
E.  M.  Jones,  representing  the  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  and  Relief;  the  Rev.  T.  A.  Hampton, 
who  bore  fraternal  greetings  from  the  La 
Teche  District;  the  Revs.  W.  S.  Chinn  and 
G.  Robinson,  fraternal  delegate  from  the 
Alexandria  District.  All  brought  messages 
of  interest.  The  Revs.  L.  A.  Landry,  Wm. 
Caldwell,  J.  D.  McCain,  W.  H.  Jones  de¬ 
livered  messages  to  the  delict  of  all. 

The  following  preached  sermons  during  the 
session:  Introductory  sermon,  the  Rev.  N.  L. 
Baptiste;  missionary  sermon,  the  Rev.  F.  R. 
Butler;  doctrinal  sermon,  the  Rev.  W.  H. 
Jones;  the  Revs.  A.  W.  Johnson,  Frank  Al- 
rldge,  P.  L.  Small,  Wm.  CaldweU,  Geow 
Drakes,  W.  L.  Lemons,  T.  B.  Cooper.  The 
Rev.  J.  C.  Coleman  preached  the  closing  ser¬ 
mon.  The  Conference  pledged  their  support 
in  the  election  of  Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton  and 
Mrs.  T.  B.  Cooper  as  ministerial  and  lay 
delegate,  respectively,  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  Letters  of  greeting  were  read  from  Dr. 
C.  S.  Stanlyr,  Mrs.  T.  B.  Cooper,  and  J.  A. 
Williams.  The  delegates  were  made  welcome 
by  the  people  of  Lake  Charles.  The  annual 
sermon  was  delivered  Sunday  hy  the  district 
superintendent,  Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton.  The 


next  session  of  the  Conference  will  be  held 
at  Leesville,  La.— N.  L.  Baptiste,  Reporter. 

LOUISVILLE 

The  fifty-eighth  sessiw  of  the  LoulsvlUe 
District  Conference  was  held  at  Asbury  Mel;h- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Cloverport,  Ky., 
August  18-21,  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Tlndull,  dj^ 
trict  superintendent,  presidiDg.  The  Lot®  s 
Supper  was  administered  by  the  Rev.  Tlndull, 
assisted  by  the  Revs.  J.  H.  Ross,  Bush,  and 
others.  At  11.80  A.  M.  the  organisation  of 
the  Conference  took  place.  Plans  were  care¬ 
fully  laid  before  beginning  the  regular  busi¬ 
ness.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  White  was  elected 
secretary.  The  superintendent’s  report 
showed  that  the  Louisville  District  was  mov¬ 
ing  forward  along  all  lines.  The  Rev.  Tin- 
diUl  Is  loved  and  respected  by  all  the  men  of 
the  district.  Thursday  nijmt  the  welcome 
addresses  were  delivered.  The  mayor  of  the 
city,  Mr.  W.  F.  Berry,  welcomed  the  min¬ 
isters  and  delegates  to  the  beautiful  little  city 
of  Cloverport.  Mjrs.  Ida  Fisher  delivered  the 
welcome  address  in  behalf  of  the  colored 
Baptist,  Mr.  Ruff  welcomed  the  Conference 
in  behalf  of  the  white  Bapitist,  and  Mr.  Berry 
welcomed  the  Conference  in  behalf  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Miss 
Nannie  Brown  delivered  the  welcome  for  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Rev. 
R.  D.  Hines  responded.  Friday  morning  the 
roll  was  called,  and  the  pastors  answered  to 
their  names,  with  the  exception  of  Rev. 
Hugh  Washington  and  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Jones, 
who  were  on  the  sick  list.  The  Rev.  Hines 
was  called  upon  to  invoke  God’s  blessings 
upon  these  two  stricken  soldiers  of  the  cross. 
At  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  S.  White,  a  col¬ 
lection  was  lifted  for  the  Rev.  Jones,  $9.50; 
and  for  the  Rev.  Washington,  $8.50.  At  11.80 
A.  M.  the  Rev.  A.  N.  Hewitt,  of  Greenville, 
Ky.,  who  was  to  preach  the  Conference  ser¬ 
mon,  was  unavoidably  detained,  and  the 
Rev.  E.  E.  Crawford  was  selected  to  preach 
in  his  stead.  Friday  afternoon  a  special 
hour  was  given  for  an  address  on  World 
Service,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Ross  being  the  speaker 
of  the  hour,  Friday  evening  the  Rev.  N.  D. 
Shamborguer,  of  R.  E.  Jones  Temple,  spoke 
to  a  packed  house  from  the  subject,  “Some 
Thoughts  for  Twentieth  Century  Thinkers.” 
He  held  the  house  spellbound  for  more  than 
an  hour. 

At  11  A,  M.,  Saturday,  the  Rev,  D.  G. 
Greer  brought  us  a  gospel  message,  using 
for  his  text  St.  Matt.  12.  10.  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning  the  Rev.  Shamborguer  spoke  again  to 
the  Conference  from  the  subject,  “The  Church 
School.”  All  were  delighted  to  hear  him. 
Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  the  Rev.  R.  D.  Hines 
brought  to  us  a  strong  and  able  message. 
The  Rev.  G.  W.  Adams  preached  at  8  P,  M., 
and  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Ross  preached  the  clos¬ 
ing  sermon  at  8  P.  M.  Too  much  praise  can¬ 
not  be  given  the  pastor.  Rev.  A.  L.  Hook,  and 
his  splendid  people  of  Cloverport  for  their 
splendid  entertainment  of  the  Conference. 
The  Baptist  and  African  Methodist  l^isco- 
pal  Churches  also  deserve  much  praise  for 
their  kindness  to  us.  After  the  sermon  on 
Sunday  night,  a  few  visitors  were  introduced, 
followed  by  some  timely  remarks  from  the 
district  superintendent.  Thus  closed  a  very 
successful  CcMiference.  The  next  session  will 
be  held  at  Greenville,  Ky.,  1928. — E.  E. 
Crawford,  Reporter. 

MERIDIAN 

The  twelfth  session  of  the  Meridian  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  met  in  Blue’s  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Scooba,  Miss., 
August  24-28,  1927,  the  Rev.  F.  L.  Williams, 
pastor,  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Morgan,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  presiding.  This  Conference  be¬ 
gan  with  the  introductory  sermon  preached 
by  the  Rev,  I.  L.  Hunt,  to  the  delight  of  all 
hearers. 

Wednesday,  Dr.  D.  L.  Morgan,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  opened  a  wonderful  service. 
After  the  devotional  exercise  the  Conference 
was  organised,  as  follows:  Rev.  G.  W.  Wil¬ 
liams,  secretary;  Rev.  A.  L.  Bohannon, 
statistician;  Rev.  S.  L.  Harrison,  reporter 
to  the  Southwestern.  After  appointing  the 
different  committees,  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent  made  his  report,  and  spoke  relative  to 
the  outlook,  betterment,  and  uplift  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  in  general.  Dr.  Morgan  urged  the  dele¬ 
gates  and  members  to  stand  by  the  program 


of  the  church.  Pastors  present  reported  the  . 
following:  Conversions  and  accessions,  World  | 
Service,  area  expense,  Southwestern,  Pension 
and  Relief,  district  superintendent  and  pas¬ 
tor’s  support.  The  following  visitors  made 
strong  speectes,  and  some  appealed  to  the 
brothers  to  vote  for  them  to  go  to  the  General 
Conference:  W.  L.  Marshall,  Dr.  J.  W.  E. 
Bowen,  Jr.,  Rev.  P.  A.  Taylor,  Rev.  L.  E. 
Johnson,  Rev.  J.  S.  WiHlams,  Rev.  M.  P. 
Johnson,  Rev.  J.  H.  Robinson,  Rev.  M.  T. 

J.  Howard,  Dean  J.  R.  Renolds,  Rev.  G.  W. 
Arnold,  Rev.  T.  A.  McEaroy,  Rev.  G.  W. 
Adams,  Prof.  A.  L.  Call,  Rev.  G.  W.  John¬ 
son,  Prof.  A.  L.  McAllister,  business  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate.  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones  was  presented  and 
gave  an  interesting  lecture  on  “Pension  and 
Relief.”  More  than  $75  were  laid  upon  the 
table  for  same.  Reports  of  local  preachers, 
district  stewards,  class  leaders,  Sunday-school 
superintendents,  Elpworth  League  presidents, 
Ladies’  Aid,  and  Home  Missions  were  made 
and  turned  into  the  treasury  more  than 
$600,  showing  that  the  work  is  far  advanced 
above  last  year. 

The  following  pastors  preached  wonderful 
sermons:  S.  L.  Harrison,  E.  W.  Rogers,  H. 

K.  Roberts,  A.  Nelson,  L.  E.  Johnson,  W.  P. 
Ward,  J.  C.  Smoot,  T.  H.  Johnson,  D.  L. 
Morgan,  G.  W.  Williams. 

The  following  topics  were  discussed:  “How 
Shall  We  Be  Able  to  Arouse  the  Man  Power 
of  the  Church?”  "Co-operating  in  Community 
Agencies.”  “How  to  Keep  the  Church  Alive 
in  the  Winter,”  “A  Spiritual  Rebirth,  the 
Primary  Need  of  the  Church,”  “Why  Save 
Our  Church  School?”  “How  to  Build  a  Ser¬ 
mon,”  “The  Summer  School  for  Pastors,” 
“How  to  Increase  the  Attendance  in  Epworth 
League.”  The  following  delegates  were 
elected  to  the  Area  Council,  to  accompany 
the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  D.  L.  Mor¬ 
gan:  Rev.  S.  L.  Harrison,  delegate  of  Hick¬ 
ory,  Miss.;  Prof.  N.  C.  Berry,  professor  of 
Haven  Teachers’  College. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  Rev.  F.  L. 
Williams  and  his  good  people  of  Scooba, 
Miss.  They  spared  no  pains  in  making  every¬ 
thing  pleasant  for  us.  We  were  also  treated 
the  same  by  the  good  Baptist  people  of  the 
town.  The  Rev.  Williams  has  proved  to  be  i 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  The  Con-  I 
ference  closed  with  four  other  places  nomi¬ 
nated  for  next  year:  Philadelphia,  Philadel¬ 
phia  Ct.,  Lake,  and  Rose  Hill.  Rose  Hill 
received  the  highest  amount  of  votes,  and  will 
entertain  the  Conference  in  1928. — S.  L.  Har¬ 
rison,  Reporter. 

NORTH  BALTIMORE 
The  ninth  session  of  the  North  Baltimore 
District  Conference,  Epworth  League  and 
Sunday  School  Convention  was  held  at  As¬ 
bury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Frederick, 
Md.,  August  28-28.  The  opening  session  on 
Tuesday  evening  was  observed  at  young  peo¬ 
ple’s  hour.  The  most  outstanding  features 
of  the  evening  were  the  music  rendered  by 
the  junior  choir  of  Asbury  Church,  under 
the  skillful  direction  of  Mrs.  J.  E.  Dotson, 
wife  of  the  pastor,  and  an  Inspiring  sermon 
by  the  Rev.  N.  B.  Carrington. 

The  first  business  session  was  held  on 
Wednesday  morning.  Devotionals  led  by  the 
Rev.  C.  C.  Nelson.  Holy  communion  wm 
administered  by  Dr.  GeorM  E.  Cur^  and  the 
Rev.  Solomon  Hammond,  assisted  by  the 

elders.  , 

The  Rev.  A.  H.  Whitfield  was  elected  sec¬ 
retary;  the  Revs.  L.  L.  Williams  and  C.  A 
Scott,  assistant  secretaries.  Prof.  Alf^ 
Dixon  was  chosen  as  reporter  to  the  Fred¬ 
erick  papers;  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Scott,  reporter 
to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate, 
Afro-American,  and  the  Herald-Common- 
wc&lth* 

Each  day  at  noon  the  Conference  was  ad¬ 
dressed  by  Dr.  C.  Y.  Trigg.  He  stated  among 
other  things  that  the  ministers  shwld  ever 
keep  before  them  the  thing  for  which  they 
are  called— evangelism.  He  further  stat^ 
that  the  church  is  called  upon  to  serve  three 
groups — the  member,  the  child,  and  the  man 
outside.  The  parable  of  the  sower  was  used 
as  the  text.  He  spoke  also  from  Phillipians 
4.  14.  He  said  that  the  whole  task  to  wIuct. 
the  ministry  is  assigned  is  an  impossible  task,! 
but  that  the  minister  has  a  yoke-fellow— 
Jesus  Christ— at  his  side  to  give  strength. 
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Roster  of  District  Conferences  for  1927  Season 

W«  will  eh— rfally  make  any  eon—tioiia  or  oatrl—  wharo  w— ary.  A  poatewd  laqiMet  ia  all 
that  la  azpoetad.  Diatrlet  Snp— Intandanta  will  kindly  aatar  thaiia  u  aarly  —  poaaihla. 

Dlatriot  Pla—  Date  Dlat.  Bnpt 

Lake  City . Hiyh  Sprinss,  Fla . Sapt.  2S-26 . J.  S.  Patteraon 

New  York . Montelair.  N.  J . 27-29 . M.  A.  Thompaon 

Philadelphia . Cape  May,  N.  1 . Oct.  4-  6 . W.  C.  Thompaon 

Saliabury., . Saliabnry,  Md. . Oct.  11-18 . J.  B.  A.  Johna 

Wilminrton . .Wilminirton,  Dd . .Oct.  18-20 . T.  H.  Woodly 

E— ton . Cambridge,  Md. . Oct.  26-27 . J.  W.  Jefferaon 


The  Wednesday  afternoon  session  was  de¬ 
voted  to  the  Epworth  League  and  Sunday- 
school  convention.  Dr.  W.  A.  English,  dis¬ 
trict  president  of  the  Epworth  Learae,  pre¬ 
sided.  At  the  several  sessions  the  following 
visitors  were  presented  and  addressed  the 
Conference:  Dr.  R.  F.  Coates,  district  super¬ 
intendent  Washington  Districts  Dr.  Joseph 
H.  Jenkins,  pastor  Asbury  Church,  Washing¬ 
ton;  Dr.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension.  Dr. 
Hughes  presented  a  vivid  picture  of  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  Mississippi  flood  area.  He 
told  of  the  good  work  done  by  our  church  to¬ 
ward  helping  relieve  the  situation.  He  com¬ 
mended  the  work  that  tlie  Red  Cross  is  doing 
among  the  colored  refugees.  The  Rev,  Solo¬ 
mon  Hammond,  who  has  labored  so  faith¬ 
fully  and  effectively  in  the  Washington  and 
Delaware  Conferences,  addressed  the  Ctmfer- 
ence.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Olden,  pastor  Plymouth 
Congregational  Church,  Washington,  pre¬ 
sented  a  plea  for  Africa  and  urged  us  to  take 
up  our  responsibility  toward  Africa’s  re¬ 
demption. 

Other  visitors  were:  Dr.  C.  H.  Matthews, 
of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief;  Mrs. 
Florence  Carrel,  president  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society;  the  Rev.  J,  M.  Roane, 
Barnes ville,  Washington  District;  the  Rev. 
J.  H.  Peters,  Staunton,  Va.;  the  Rev.  D.  W. 
Hayes,  Brooklyn,  Md.;  Dr.  J.  S.  Carrol,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  South  Baltimore  Dis¬ 
trict.  Mrs.  Esther  Grinage,  vice-president 
of  the  District  Epworth  league,  gave  in  a 
very  charming  manner  the  historical  events 
centered  in  and  around  Frederick. 

On  Thursday  evening  a  delightful  reception 
(Was  held  in  the  church  dining  room.  This 
nffair  was  indicative  of  the  hospitality  of  the 
’entertaining  pastor.  Rev.  J.  E.  Dotson,  his 
loyal  co-workefs  and  the  citizenry  of  Fred¬ 
erick.  The  co-operative  spirit  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  communities  was  shown  by  the 
service  rendered  by  the  Gettysburg  and 
Sykesville  choirs  and  the  Pleasant  View  or¬ 
chestra  of  the  Buckeystown  charge,  the  Rev. 
S.  W.  Fields,  pastor.  We  shall  never  forget 
our  sojourn  in  the  historic  little  city  of 
Frederick. 

A  message  of  condolence  was  sent  by  the 
Conference  to  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair  upon  the 
death  of  his  brother,  Mr.  George  Clair,  of 
Charleston,  W.  Va.  Prayer  for  Bishop  Clair 
in  his  recent  bereavement  was  led  by  the 
Rev.  George  E.  Curry. — C.  A.  Scott.  Re¬ 
porter. 

PALESTINE 

The  forty-first  session  of  the  Palestine  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  convened  August  3-7,  1927, 
with  the  Launzo  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Mexia,  Texas,  conjointly  with  the 
Sunday-school  and  Epworth  League  conven¬ 
tions,  Woman’s  Home  and  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Societies,  Ladies’  Aid,  and  Laymen’s  As¬ 
sociation,  the  Rev  W.  R.  Robinson,  district 
superintendent;  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Hill,  pastor. 

Tuesday,  August  2,  at  3.16  P.  M.,  space 
Was  given  to  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Society.  After  devotionals  the  district 
superintendent  made  some  brief  remarks  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  work  of  that  auxiliary,  after  which 
he  introduced  the  president,  Mrs.  Dora  Gray, 
who  presented  the  district  oflRcers  and  visi¬ 
tors,  among  whom  was  Miss  Fannie  Butler, 
of  Galveston,  secretary  of  Young  People’s 
Work,  who  thrilled  the  meeting  with  a  lecture 
that  was  timely  and  instructive.  The  candle 
service  Tuesday  evening  was  characterized 
hy  an  evangelistic  service,  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  J.  E.  Carraway,  after  which  a  brief 
hddress  was  made  by  the  district  superin- 
l^dent,  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Robinson.  He  then 
produced  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Blue,  who  pre- 
*nted  the  presidents  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
hnd  Foreign  Missionary  Societies,  respec- 
M^’cly,  in  the  persons  of  Mrs.  M.  D.  Robinson 


and  Mrs.  Dora  Grav,  after  whiph  a  soul-stir- 
ring  sermon  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  L.  V. 
Harrison,  of  Hempstead,  Texas. 

Wednesday  morning,  August  3,  at  8.30,  the 
District  Conference  opened  its  session.  After 
devotionals  the  morning  messam  was  deliv¬ 
ered  by  the  district  superintendent  from  the 
passa^  of  Scripture  found  in  John  16.  1. 
The  district  superintendent,  assisted  by  the 
district  superintendents  and  elders  of  the 
Houston,  Navasota,  and  Paris  Districts,  ad¬ 
ministered  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per  to  seventy-five  persons.  The  Conference 
then  proceeded  to  organize,  as  follows:  The 
Rev.  G.  L.  Loud  was  elected  secretary;  the 
Rev.  S.  M.  Adams,  recording  secretary;  the 
Rev.  J.  L.  Blue,  statistician;  the  writer  was 
elected  reporter  to  the  Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate;  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Hill,  mail- 
carrier;  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Carraway  represented 
the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate;  the 
Rev.  R.  R.  BallCT,  reporter  to  local  paper; 
the  Rev.  A.  L.  Gabriel,  treasurer. 

After  the  collection  of  District  Conference 
expenses,  the  Conference  program  was  con¬ 
sidered  and  adopted  as  the  r^e  of  the  Con¬ 
ference.  The  first  subject  discussed  was 
“The  Church  in  Modern  Life,”  by  the  Rev. 
R.  R.  Bailey  and  Miss  Fannie  Butler.  Solo 
by  Mrs.  M.  J.  Baker. 

Everybody  felt  perfectly  at  home  after  lis¬ 
tening  to  the  welcome  addresses  and  re¬ 
sponses  on  behalf  of  the  city,  churches,  and 
local  church.  The  mid-day  sermon  was  de¬ 
livered  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Newton,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Navasota  District,  from 
Ezekiel  1.  1.'  From  this  the  Conference  was 
led  to  a  mount  of  vision. 

Wednesday  afternoon  the  Sunday-school 
convention  opened  its  session,  with  the  writer 
as  president,  presiding.  The  convention  was 
loud  in  its  praise  of  the  educational  pro^am 
brought  forth,  being  based  upon  the  daily 
vacation  Bible  school.  Its  equal  has  not 
been  on  the  Palestine  District.  There  were 
able  sermons  delivered  each  day  and  night. 

Thursday  afternoon  the  Epworth  League 
held  its  session,  with  the  Rev.  M.  C.  Gilles¬ 
pie  presiding.  Aside  from  the  information 
gained  from  the  helpful  topics  discilssed  on 
the  League,  the  pastors  were  advised  to  en¬ 
courage  the  young  people  to  attend  the 
Wiley  University,  which  holds  a  session  once 
a  year  at  Tabernacle,  Galveston,  Texas,  the 
seat  of  the  next  Annual  Conference  session. 
The  Conference  was  favored  with  visiting 
ministers  with  varied  talents,  education,  and 
ripe  with  experience,  full  of  information,  as 
follows:  From  Houston  District — Dr.  J.  S. 
Scott,  district  superintendent;  Dr.  E.  W. 
Kelly,  the  Revs.  James  Jordan  (retired),  F. 
D.  Mays,  T.  S.  Pryor,  W.  M.  White,  C.  H. 
Pemilton,  G.  W.  Hytower.  From  the  West 
Texas  Conference:  Dr.  Brooks,  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  Samuel  Huston  College,  now  of  Gam¬ 
mon  Theological  Seminary,  who  brought 
greetings  from  the  Waco  District  Confer¬ 
ence,  in  session  across  the  way  from  us;  the 
Rev.  T.  B.  Echols,  of  Samuel  Huston  Col¬ 
lege;  C.  S.  Williams;  N.  S.  Harvey;  Dr. 
K.  W.  McMillian,  district  superintendent  of 
the  San  Antonio  District.  Navasota  District: 
The  Revs.  A.  J.  Newton,  L.  V.  Harrison, 
Stripling,  and  W.  J.  Mannan  (Baptist). 
Paris  District:  The  Revs.  J.  H.  Anthony,  J. 
H.  Doaks.  Marshall  District:  Dr.  J.  O.  Wil¬ 
liams;  Dr.  W.  M.  Dogan,  president  of  Wiley 
College;  Dr.  Willis  J.  King,  representing 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary.  Deaconess: 
Rosa  Simpson.  ^ 

Those  who  preached  able  sermons  were  Dr. 
Willis  J.  King,  the  Revs.  A.  J.  Newton,  T. 
S.  Pryor,  J.  H.  Anthony,  J.  L.  Blue,  J.  K. 
Keeton,  E.  Hunter,  G.  H.  Baker,  and  the 
writer. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  Mrs.  M. 
J.  Baker,  who  was  responsible  for  the  most 


excellent  service  rendered  by  the  district 
choir.  Interchangeably,  Mrs.  Baker  and  Mr. 
Frank  Ausbom,  a  member  of  the  Mission¬ 
ary  (BaptUt)  Church,  Bryan,  Texas,  kept 
all  hmrts  cheered  with  8<flo8  and  duets. 

Thursday  morning.  Dr.  Willis  J.  King  was 
introduced  to  represent  Gammon,  and  in  a 
very  touching  way  told  of  the  high-class  work 
that  is  being  done  there;  but  still  higher 
grade  work  is  anticipated  with  the  coming 
of  the  necessary  funds  and  an  increase  in 
the  faculty.  President  Dogan  was  present 
Friday  evening,  and  sounded  the  note  of  the 
return  of  the  old-time  “Wiley  Rally”  or  Wiley 
night. 

After  reading  a  few  letters  from  some 
of  the  representative  men  and  friends  of 
education  relative  to  the  progress  which  Wiley 
has  made,  the  old-time  Wiley  rally  was  an¬ 
nounced,  and  Friday  night  and  Saturday 
morning  $203  was  raised  for  Wiley.  Dr.  Do¬ 
gan  addressed  the  class  graduating  from  the 
course  of  study  for  local  preachers  in  the 
Saturday  morning  session,  after  which  Dea¬ 
coness  Rosa  Simpson  made  an  address  which 
shall  long  be  remembered,  esperially  by  the 
women. 

The  remainder  of  the  morning  session  was 
given  to  the  Ladies’  Aid  Socirty,  the  Lay¬ 
men’s  Association,  and  to  the  electing  of 
district  officers  for  the  different  auxiliaries. 
The  Rev.  J.  E.  Carraway  was  elected  to  bear 
greetings  from  the  Palestine  District  Con¬ 
ference  to  the  Waco  District  Conference. 
The  Rev.  A.  L.  Gabriel  was  elected  repre¬ 
sentative  to  attend  the  Area  Council  at 
Waveland,  Miss.  There  was  a  high-class 
musicale  rendered  Saturday  evening  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  M.  J.  Baker  and  Miss 
Mabel  Livingston,  who  is  organist  of  the 
district  Sunday-school  convention. 

Sunday  was  a  high  day.  Sunday  school 
was  conducted  by  the  writer.  The  Rev.  G. 
H.  Kaber  preached  at  the  11  o’clock  hour. 
At  3  P.  M.  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Gabriel  preached 
the  closing  sermon. 

The  district  superintendent.  Rev.  W.  R. 
Robinson,  knows  that  he  is  held  in  high  es¬ 
teem  and  dearly  beloved,  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  oh  hehalf  of  the  District  Confer¬ 
ence  and  in  token  of  love  and  friendship  he 
was  presented  with  a  beautiful  urn  filled 
with  fragrant  flowers  by  Miss  Mabel  Liv¬ 
ingston.  After  listening  to  resolutions  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  way  the  pastor.  Rev.  C.  L. 
Hill,  and  wife,  and  the  members  of  other  de¬ 
nominations  cared  for  the  delegation,  the 
Conference  stood  and  tendered  them  a  rising 
vote  of  thanks. 

The  Conference  then  stood  adjourned,  to 
hold  its  session  in  1928  at  Fairfield.  Thus 
goes  down  in  history  one  among  the  best 
sessions  of  District  Conferences  ever  held  on 
the  Palestine  District.’ — T.  H.  Edwards,  Re¬ 
porter. 

STARKVILLE 

The  Starkville  District  Conference,  which 
convened  in  Rock  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Starkville,  Miss.,  was  called  to  order 
and  formally  opened,  with  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  Dr.  J.  H.  Tolbert,  in  the  chair. 
Devotional  service  was  conducted  hy  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  The  Rev.  W.  C.  Hil¬ 
liard  was  elected  secretary;  H.  F.  Cook,  as¬ 
sistant;  C.  I.  Ashford,  statistical  secretary; 
W.  M.  Brownridge,  assistant.  All  of  the 
pastors,  with  the  exception  of  two,  were  pres¬ 
ent  at  roll  call.  The  superintendent’s  report 
was  very  encouraging.  It  showed  some  gain, 
despite  the  floods  and  other  disasters,  over 
last  year  to  date,  and  we  feel  that  we  will 
be  able  to  go  over  the  top  in  the  fall  Con¬ 
ference.  All  pastors  had  splendid  reports. 
Quite  a  number  of  visitors  were  introduced 
and:  gave  short  and  instructive  addresses. 
The  representative  men  seemed  to  have  been 
at  their  best,  and  each  did  valiant  work  for 
his  cause:  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  Pension  and 
Relief;  Prof.  R.  H.  McAllister,  of  the  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate.  Both  made  us 
feel  proud  of  them.  Others  introduced,  were; 
The  Revs.  E.  F.  Scarborough,  J.  M.  Marsh, 
R.  B.  Adams,  J.  W.  Golden;  C.  L.  Hill,  of 
Mexia;  and  Dr.  L.  M.  McCoy,  president  of 
Rust  College;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Tolhert,  wife  of 
the  district  superintendent;  the  Revs.  C.  V. 
Heffner  and  A.  A.  Wright.  All  of  the  above 
persons  were  given  time  to  present  their 
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cause.  Some  were  candidates  for  the  General 
Conference.  On  the  whole,  we  had  a  splen¬ 
did  District  Conference. 

The  Rev.  E.  D.  Montgomery,  his  good  jpeo- 
ple  and  friends  left  no  stone  unturned  to 
make  our  stay  among  them  a  pleasant  one. 
May  God’s  blessing  ever  abide  with  the  pe<^- 
ple  of  Rock  HiU  and  communi^.  The  Revs. 

I.  R.  Butler,  H.  F.  Cook,  G.  W.  Weatherly, 
C.  A.  George,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  C.  L.  Hill 
preached  strong  sermons.  Prof.  Brasel  was 
also  introduced  to  the  Conference.  Rust 
College  concert  band  entertained  us  on  Thurs¬ 
day  evening.  Crawford  was  selected  as  the 
seat  of  the  next  Conference. 

After  a  short  but  instructive  talk  by  our 
senior  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Walton,  and 
announcement  by  the  district  superintendent 
the  Conference  stood  a^oumed.  Thus  ended 
a  great  Conference. — W.  C  Hilliard,  Re¬ 
porter. 

TEXARKANA 

The  Texarkana  District  Conference  con¬ 
vened  in  its  fourteenth  session  at  Center 
Point,  Ark.,  August  10-14.  The  devotional 
services  were  conducted  by  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  Rev.  W.  C.  Rivers.  The  Con¬ 
ference  was  organised  as  follows:  The  Rev. 

L.  C.  Williams,  secretary;  the  Rev.  M.  F. 
Strong  and  Mr.  B.  J.  Goodloe,  assistants; 
the  Rev.  G.  G.  Troupe,  treasurer;  Mrs.  M, 
Martin,  assistant;  the  Rev.  D.  H.  E.  Harris, 
reporter  to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate.  All  of  the  pastors  were  present, 
with  one  exception,  on  the  first  day.  The 
district  superintendent  presided  with  gpace 
and  dignity.  We  were  pleased  to  welcome 
our  distinguished  visitors:  The  Revs.  B.  F. 
Neal;  A.  D.  Jacques;  Prof.  G.  C.  Taylor, 
president  of  Philander  Smith  College.  The 
focal  program  was  in  the  hands  of  Prof. 
Robert  E.  Jacques  and  Miss  F.  F.  Whit¬ 
more.  A  most  cordial  welcome  to  the  min¬ 
isters  and  delegates  was  extended  by  the  pas¬ 
tor  and  membership.  The  Rev.  M.  F.  Strong 
made  the  response.  The  Rev.  James  Braxter 
spared  no  pains  in  looking  after  the  dele¬ 
gation.  TTie  district  superintendent  stressed 
two  important  phases  of  the  church  program: 
the  necessity  of  raising  the  full  quota  of 
World  Service  and  the  assessment  for  Phi¬ 
lander  Smith  College.  The  reports  of  the 
pastors  showed  an  increase  of  over  $500  raised 
for  all  causes  over  last  year.  The  following 
pastors  preached  Very  able  sermons:  The 
Revs.  G.  G.  Troupe,  A.  C.  Cabean,  W.  H. 
Thompson,  W.  H.  Hannah,  B.  F.  Neal,  and 

M.  F.  Strong. 

The  great  rally  for  Philander  Smith  Col¬ 
lege  came  off  Friday  night.  The  Rev.  W.  C. 
Rivers,  our  worthy  district  superintendent, 
introduced  Prof.  G.  C.  Taylor,  president  of 
the  college,  who  spoke  of  the  need  of  a  greater 
Philander  Smith  College  and  placed  special 
emphasis  on  the  importance  of  young  men  and 
women  preparing  themselves  for  the  battle 
of  life.  After  listening  to  this  matchless  ad¬ 
dress,  more  than  $160  was  raised.  Prof. 
Robert  E.  Jacques  had  charge  of  the  music. 
Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  service  ren¬ 
dered  by  this  young  man;  he  knows  how  to 
handle  the  young  people.  Sunday,  at  11 
A.  M.,  the  Rev.  Rivers  preached  from  2  Tim¬ 
othy  3.  16.  He  lifted  his  congregation  heaven¬ 
ward  and  swayed  the  believers  at  will.  At 
3  P.  M.  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Jacques,  the  silver- 
tongue  orator  and  great  preacher  of  the  West 
Texas  Conference,  preacned  to  the  delight  of 
his  hearers.  The  Rev.  L.  C.  Williams 
preached  at  7.30  P.  M.  Thus  closed  one  of 
the  greatest  Conferences  in  the  history  of  the 
district. — D,  H.  E.  Harris,  Reporter. 

Pan-African  Congress 

(Continued  from  page  718) 

with  an  exposition  of  conditions  in  Europe 
and  the  United  States,  led  by  Dr.  Dubois 
— vital  questions  affecting  the  moral,  intel¬ 
lectual,  social,  and  economic  welfare  of  the 
Negro  in  Europe  and  America.  He  told  of 
the  poor  educational  system  of  Abyssinia,  and 
said  that  the  real  need  of  Africa  was  more 
colleges.  He  said  that  the  increase  in  col¬ 
lege  education  among  the  Negroes  in  America 
was  remarkable,  there  being  12,000  Negpro 
college  students  in  America. 


HAVEN  TEACHERS  COLLEGE 

Meridian,  MiMissippi 


Teachers  College  School  of  Music 

High  School  School  of  Business 

Training  School  School  of  Home  Economics 

Beautiful  Campus 

Ideal  Location  Healthful  Surroundings 

State  accredited  College  for  Teachere,  and  High  School 
Next  session  begins  September  21, 1927 

J,  B,  F,  SHAW,  President 


DICKS' 

antiseptic 


IS  ^rOR  COTS. WOUNDS, BRUBES, 

^  BURNS.SCAL[>S,CRAMPS.COUC 

A  PROMPT  GERMICIDE 
HCALINO^.  SOOTHING  -  COOLING 


ihiilSiMMiHiifniiiHft 

tllMniiMMMiMiaiSg 

_ ih«mmhwhi« 


F.  A.  DICKS 


433  Bourbon  St. 


At  the  afternoon  session  the  discussion  had 
to  do  with  “Political  Partition  of  Africa.” 
Prof.  Hudson  Phillips  spoke  on  “The  Need  of 
Negro  History  Being  Taught  in  Schools  and 
Colleges.”  He  told  of  a  campaign  that  was 
conducted  to  reach  the  students  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  institutions  to  interest  them  in  Negro 
history.  Prof.  Rayford  Logan,  in  speaking 
on  “Political  Partition  of  Africa,”  told  of  the 
need  of  greater  political  power  and  control 
of  the  people  of  Africa.  A  committee  con¬ 
sisting  of  Dr.  W.  E.  B.  Dubois,  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Hunton,  Prof.  Rayford  Logan,  Dantes 
Bellegarde,  Prof.  Hudson  Phillips,  Bishop  R. 
C.  Ransom,  Mrs.  Cannady,  Chief  Amoah  III, 
Eugene  Corbie,  and  Chris  Huiswoud,  and 
others  was  appointed  to  work  out  plans  for 
a  permanent  organization. 

Resolutions  were  read  asking  the  congress 
to  go  down  on  record  as  being  opposed^  to 
all  forms  of  social  and  economic  exploita¬ 
tion  of  the  Negro  peoples  of  the  world.  The 
Rev.  D.  W.  Walker,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
asked  the  congress  to  include  in  its  demands 
clemency  for  Marcus  Garvey. 

The  closing  session  was  held  at  Abyssinian 
Baptist  Church  on  Wednesday  evening.  Two 
thousand  people  were  present,  and  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  one  of  the  most  inspiring  of  the  ses¬ 
sions.  The  discussion  was  “Education  in 
Africa.”  The  speakers  were  Dr.  Wilhelm 
Mensching,  of  Germany,  and  John  Vander- 
cook,  author  of  “Tom  Tom.”  Both  ad¬ 
dresses  dealt  with  the  cultural  contributions 
and  gifts  of  the  African  peoples.  Dr.  Dubois 
in  his  closing  address  surveyed  the  economic, 
political,  and  social  conditions  in  Europe  as 
these  relate  to  the  Negro. 

Governor  J.  L.  Patterson,  of  Oregon,  sent 
a  letter  endorsing  the  aims  and  purpose  of 
the  congress. 

There  were  many  prominent  delegates  in 
attendance  at  the  congress  who  came  from 
various  sectlcMis  of  the  country,  and  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

Bishop  C.  H.  Phillips,  of  the  Colored  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  was  one  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  delegates  in  attendance.  He  is  keenly 
interested  in  the  purposes  of  the  Pan-African 
Congress. 

L.  M.  Hershaw,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
Dr.  James  R.  White,  of  Chicago,  were  also 
present. 

K«W  T0«K,  ir.  T. 
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Personal  and  General 

— ^The  Rev.  P.  J.  Clark,  our  pastor  at  North 
Little  Rock,  with  his  good  wife,  entertained 
royaHy  the  last  session  of  the  Fort  Smith 
District  Conference.  With  less  than  twelve 
members,  they  are  .building  a  new  church. 

— Dr.  B.  F.  Neal,  our  active  pastor  at  Fort 
Smith,  continues  to  add  new  features  to  his 
church.  He  will  also  represent  the  Little 
Rock  Conference  as  an  instruotor  at  the 
Summer  School  of  Theolo^  for  the  Coving¬ 
ton  Area,  which  will  be  held  September  20-80 
at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

— Gammon  Theological  Seminary  is  about  to 
enter  upon  a  vigorous  campaign  for  increas¬ 
ing  the  endowments  of  the  Gammon  and 
Stewart  Foundations.  Bishop  Wilbur  P. 
Tbirkield  has  accepted  the  chairmanship  of 
the  committee  recently  appointed  by  the 
board  of  trustees  to  push  the  drive. 

— The  Rev.  E.  M.  Conover,  director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Architecture,  will  be  at  the  Pas¬ 
tors’  Conference  in  the  Union  Memorial 
Church,  St.  Louis,  Septemiber  29,  80,  to  in¬ 
terview  pastors  or  others  who  may  be  con¬ 
cerned  with  church  building  problems.  Mr. 
Conover  will  have  various  sample  plans  and 
a  large  display  of  churdi  architecture  on  ex¬ 
hibition. 

— The  only  student  representative  from  any 
school  in  Texas,  the  only  colored  girl  from 
the  southwestern  division  of  the  council  at¬ 
tending  the  national  executive  committee 
meeting  of  the  Young  Women’s  Christian 
Association  was  Miss  Mamie  Davis,  brilliant 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  M.  Davis, 
our  pastor  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Miss 
Davis  is  a  member  of  the  senior  class  of 
Samuel  Huston  College,  Austin,  Texas,  smd 
holds  membership  on  the  council’s  south¬ 
western  division,  and  is  its  co-chairman. 
Sam  Huston  should  be  proud  of  this  repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  coimcil’s  New  York  meeting. 

— North  Baltimore  District  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  gives  scholarship 
of  $100  to  Morgan  College  to  Miss  Geraldine 
Oshelia  Tongue,  2451  Francis  Street.  Dr. 
Albert  J.  Mitchell,  field  secretary  for  Mor¬ 
gan  College,  presented  Miss  Tongue,  and  told 
the  Conference  of  her  ambition  for  a  col¬ 
lege  education,  and  asked  the  Conference  to 
assist  'her,  as  she  had  stated  at  the  Epworth 
League  Institute  held  at  Morgan  College  that 
she  desired  to  go  to  college  but  could  not 
see  her  way.  The  Conference  was  enthusi¬ 
astic  in  its  response.  Dr.  C  Y.  Trigg,  the 
district  superintendent,  made  the  request  for 
a  permanent  scholarsidp  of  $100  for  the  dis¬ 
trict,  which  was  granted. 

— The  Rev.  W.  D.  Lewis,  pastor,  and  the 
busy  „  congregation  of  St.  Paul  Church,  Port 
Arthur,  Texas,  are  holding  during  the  entire 
month  of  September  a  celebration  exercise 
of  the  dedication  of  their  new  church.  It 
has  just  been  completed  and  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful,  serviceable  church  edifices  in 
that  city.  September  25  is  the  crowning  day. 
Leading  fraternal  orders  will  ofBciate  in  co¬ 
operation  with  local  churches  and  pastors  of 
the  <Hty.  The  Boy  Scouts  and  Camp  Fire 
Girls  will  also  participate.  The  Revs.  E.  O. 
Wool  folk,  G.  W.  Carter,  G.  E.  D.  Belcher, 
W.  L.  Duncan,  S.  D.  Hackett,  and  T.  S. 
Pryor  and  their  choirs  will  swell  the  inter¬ 
est  and  contributions  for  the  occasion. 

— President  G.  H.  Trever  has  returned  to  his 
work  at  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  after 
a  bu^  vacation  spent  in  New  England  at 
Oalc  Bluffs,  Mass.  He  preached  four  Sun¬ 
days  in  Taunton,  Mass.;  delivered  the  Chau¬ 
tauqua  address  in  the  same  city;  preached 
and  lectured  seven  times  at  Yarmouth  Camp 
Meeting  and  Institute;  lectured  five  times  on 
“The  Kingdom  of  God”  at  Martha’s  Vine¬ 
yard  Camp  Meeting;  preached  twice  in 
Trinity  Union  Metb^ist  Episcopal  Church, 
Providence;  addressed  an  open  air  meeting 
at  Falmouth,  and  on  his  way  to  his  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Wisconsin  spoke  in  one  of  his  old 
charges,  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  Osl^osh,  Wis.  The  lectures  at  Yarmouth 
on  “The  Old  Faith  and  the  New  Science” 
were  so  well  received  that  their  publication 
was  unanimously  requested. 


“Christ  at  the  Indian 
Round  Table 

Those  who  have  read  “The  Christ  of  the 
Indian  Road” — and  anyone  who  has  not  read 
that  little  volume  should  do  so  at  the  first 
opportunity — ^will  be  interested  to  know  that 
is  author.  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones,  the  noted 
Methodist  evangelist  to  the  high-castes  and 
Mohammedans  of  India,  is  busily  engaged  in 
writing  his  second  book.  It  will  be  entitled, 
“Christ  At  the  Indian  Roimd  Table,”  and 
is  expecled  off  the  Abingdon  Press  this  fall. 
In  speaking  of  the  new  book,  which  is  being 
written  in  the  quiet  of  the  hill  station  of 
Almora,  off  in  the  Himalayas,  Dr.  Jones  says: 
“I  feel  that  something  beyond  what  1  said 
in  ‘The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road’  should 
be  said,  and  I  am  trying  to  say  it  in  this 
new  book.” 

Missionaries  Ask  for  Books 
and  Magazines 

One  of  the  serious  problems  that  every 
missionary  in  the  distant  outposts  of  civili¬ 
sation  must  face  is  how  he  or  she  is  to  keep 
abreast  of  the  thought  and  progress  of  their 
fellows  in  the  more  favored  lands.  This  is 
especially  true  of  the  isolated  missionaries 
who  do  not  have  those  spiritual  and  intel¬ 
lectual  benefits  which  come  by  the  daily  con¬ 
tact  and  converse  with  people  of  their  mind 
and  knowledge.  It  is  a  constant  struggle 
“to  keep  up  with  the  times,”  and  it  must 
be  done  largely  through  the  reading  of  good 
books  and  high-grade  periodicals.  The  ca¬ 
lamity  of  it  is  that  on  account  of  meager 
money,  missionaries  do  not  have  that  margin 
of  income  which  enables  them  to  subscribe 
for  enough  books  and  magazines.  Many  men 
such  as  the  teachers  in  theological  schools 
and  in  the  colleges,  and  pastors  of  churches 
in  the  more  civilized  centers,  also  suffer  from 
lack  of  good  reading  material. 

Practically  everyone  who  reads  these  lines 
is  a  subscriber  to  magazines  that,  after  read¬ 
ing,  find  their  way  to  the  cellar,  and  then 
months  later  to  the  junk  man  or  the  bonfire. 
If  you  will  write  to  the  Board  of  Foreim 
Missions,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  teU- 
ing  them  what  magazines  you  will  regularly 
remail  overseas  after  reading,  or  asking  them 
concerning  magazines  for  which  you  can 
subscribe  in  the  name  of  the  missionary,  they 
will  be  glad  to  furnish  you  with  names  and 
addresses  of  missionaries  who  are  anxious 
for  such  material.  Among  the  magazines 
that  would  be  acceptable  for  remailing  might 
be  mentioned:  “The  Christian  Advocate,” 
“The  Literary  Digest,”  “Current  History,” 
“World’s  Work,”  “The  Outlook,”  “Harper’s,” 
“Scribner’s,”  “Methodist  Review,”  “Mission¬ 
ary  Review  of  the  World,”  “Saturday  Eve¬ 
ning  Post,”  “Good  Housekeeping,”  “Ladies’ 
Home  Journal,”  “National  Geographic  Mag¬ 
azine,”  and  many  others. 

In  the  same  way  good  books  may  be  sent 
to  missionaries.  They  can  be  sent  either  to 
individuals  or  to  central  libraries  that  have 
been  established  by  the  church  in  foreign 
mission  fields.  The  persons  subscribing  to 
any  of  the  various  “book  a  month”  club 
methods  may  wish  to  regularly  send  these 
books  overseas  after  they  have  been  read. 
Further  information  regarding  books  and 
their  remailing  may  be  had  b^y  addressing 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Six  Best  Selling  Books 
During  August 

At  each  of  the  Storet  of  The  Methodist  Book 
Concern 

The  following  lists  will  be  of  interest  as 
indicating  the  new  publications  which  are  be¬ 
ing  demanded  by  the  religious-reading  public 
(works  of  fictimi  are  purposely  excepted): 

NEW  YORK 

To  Know  Him . Rice 

The  Sermon  on  the  Mount . Stafford 

The  Christllke  God . McConnell 

Christian  Worship  and  Its  Future . Ross 


Adventures  in  the  Minds  of  Men . Hough 

Pharaoh’s  Question . Prince 

BOSTON 

The  Philosophy  of  Personalism . Knudson 

The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road. . . . Jones 

The  New  Soul  in  China . Grose 

God  Is  at  the  Organ . Stidger 

To  Know  Him . Rice 

The  Sermon  on  the  Moimt . Stafford 

PITTSBURGH 

The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road . Jones 

The  Christlike  God . McConnell 

S<me  Wild  Notions  I  Have  Known ...  Smith 

To  Know  Him . Rice 

The  Story  of  Methodism, 

Luccock-Hutohinson 
The  Making  of  a  Minister . Brown 

DETROIT 

Adventures  in  the  Minds  of  Men . Hough 

To  Know  Him . Rice 

The  New  Soul  in  China . Grose 

The  Sermon  on  the  Mount . Stafford 

Pharaoh’s  Question . Prince 

The  Philosophy  of  Personalism . Knudson 

CINCINNATI 

The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road . Jones 

Some  Wild  Notions  I  Have  Known. .  .Smith 

The  Gospel  of  Opportunity . Schofield 

The  Christlike  God . McConnell 

To  Know  Him . Rice 

The  New  Soul  in  China . Grose 

CHICAGO 

The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road . Jones 

The  Christlike  God . McConnell 

To  Know  Him . Rice 

Christian  Worship  and  Its  Future . Ross 

The  Making  of  a  Minister . Brown 

We  . Lindbergh 

KANSAS  CITY 

Adventures  in  the  Minds  of  Men . Hough 

God  Is  at  the  Organ . Stidger 

The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road . Jones 

Jesus  as  a  Philosopher . Home 

The  Christlike  God . McConnell 

Out-of-doors  With  Jesus . Quayle 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road . Jones 

Adventures  in  the  Minds  of  Men . Hough 

The  New  Soul  in  China . Grose 

God  Is  at  the  Organ . Stidger 

The  Christlike  God . McConnell 

The  Galilean  Accent . Gossip 


PORTLAND 

The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road . Jones 

To  Know  Him . Rice 

The  New  Soul  in  China . Grose 

The  Galilean  Accent . Gossip 

The  Christlike  God . McConnell 


The  Way  to  Peace,  Health,  and  Power.. Conde 
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Balking  at  Negro  Education 


PLATFORM  speakers  and  solicitors  of  financial  aid 
for  larger  educational  advantages  for  Negroes 
are  telling  us  that  many  friends  of  the  Negro, 
formerly  generous  financial  supporters  of  this  cause,  are 
frankly  balking  now  when  called  upon  to  render  much- 
needed  financial  assistance,  sometimes  withholding  even 
their  influence  where  it  would  count  heavily  toward  suc¬ 
cess  of  a  given  financial  project  or  campaign. 

One  of  the  reasons  alleged  is  the  economic  progress 
of  the  race.  Really  it  is  not  the  real  progress,  but  the 
spectacular  and  elaborate  outward  show  which  is  inter¬ 
preted  as  such.  Now,  the  Negro  is  making  economic 
progress.  Otherwise  he  would  not  be  worthy  of  a  place 
in  the  social  order.  But  “all  that  glitters  is  not  gold,” 
and  just  as  in  the  case  of  others,  prosperity  is  not  al¬ 
ways  commensurate  with  outward  show  and  seeming.  It 
is  claimed  that  the  Negro’s  increase  in  the  number  of 
fine  homes  owned,  costly  clothing  worn,  and  expensive 
automobiles  purchased  argue  strongly  against  his  ex¬ 
pecting  to  receive  help  from  other  than  his  own  group 
for  his  education;  that  what  he  is  expending  in  these 
items  he  should  put  into  his  own  education;  that  he  is 
waiting  for  others  to  do  for  him  what  he  is  capable  of 
doing  for  himself. 


In  all  of  this  there  undoubtedly  is  merit  for  the  argu- 
*ment  of  self-help  on  the  part  of  the  Negro  in  the  matter  of 


his  educational  advancement.  But  this  argument  is  easily 
capable  of  abuse  to  the  extent  of  gross  social  injustice. 
That  many  Negroes  are  living  beyond  their  means  in  the 
effort  to  keep  step  with  the  social  pace,  and  that  many 
others  still  lack  the  sense  of  social  responsibility,  are  ob¬ 
vious  facts.  But  over  these  the  group  has  no  means  of 
effective  social  control  any  more  than  our  white  friends 
can  control  the  prodigal  waste  of  three  million  dollars 
in  gate  receipts  to  witness  a  brutal  prize  fight.  It  is 
difficult  to  enforce  virtuous  conduct  upon  an  entire  group, 
however  much  the  leaders  of  the  group  may  desire  such 
conduct  for  the  masses. 

Also  it  is  false  logic  to  conclude  that  the  Negro  is 
lacking  in  the  spirit  of  self-help  simply  because  some 
Negroes  are  apparently  indifferent  to  the  needs  of  the 
group.  Facts  and  figures  prove  the  contrary.  It  was 
affirmed  at  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Education  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  that  col¬ 
lege  enrollment  in  this  church’s  Negro  schools  for  this 
year  is  “ten  times  as  great  as  it  was  five  years  ago,  and 
the  annual  cost  of  operation  has  reached  a  million  dol¬ 
lars,  of  which  the  Negroes  themselves  supply  $660,000 
in  contributiom  and  fees."  This  so  commendable  a  record 
of  self-help  is  paralleled  in  practically  all  the  Negro 
denominations  struggling  so  heroically  to  maintain  their 
several  church  schools. 

To  those  who  are  inclined  to  balk  on  giving  aid  to 
Negro  education  is  it  not  e(]ually  convincing  to  observe 
^that  the  social  passion  for  uplift  and  advancement  of 
a  disadvantaged  group  is  not  conditioned  upon  the  whole 
group  reaction  in  its  own  interest  primarily,  but  upon 


the  community’s  sense  of  the  group  need  and  the  capacity 
of  the  community  to  meet  that  need?  The  returns  of 
the  educational  adventure  are  for  the  social  good  ulti¬ 
mately  and  not  for  the  single  group.  The  maintenance 
of  educational  facilities  is  a  charge  against  the  public 
rather  than  against  the  smaller  group,  itself.  Is  there 
within  the  American  populace  any  other  group,  except 
the  Negro,  that  is  called  upon  to  maintain  its  own  schools ; 
to  educate  its  own  youth?  Perhaps  the  Jews  come  nearer 
than  any  others.  Because  of  religious  considerations 
this  is  of  their  own  choosing.  But  are  there  not  held 
periodically  nation-wide  financial  campaigns  to  which  all 
generous  Americans  of  every  color  and  race  contribute 
for  Jewish  institutions,  educational  and  otherwise?  Why 
must  the  Negro  be  singled  out  as  the  one  group  in  Amer¬ 
ican  life  whose  educational  progress  must  be  dependent 
upon  only  his  own  economic  condition? 

Manifestly  how  unfair  it  is  to  the  Negro  for  the  body 
politic  to  have  exacted  of  the  Negro  250  years  of  en¬ 
forced  unrequited  labor,  and  now  to  be  requiring  of  us 
thus  exploited  that  we  educate  ourselves  in  all  but  the 
elementary  branches  of  learning.  Let  it  be  remembered 
by  those  who  require  us  to  “make  brick  without  straw” 
that  the  Negro  is  in  the  clutches  of  an  industrial  system 
and  a  racial  prejudice  that  handicap  his  economic  prog¬ 
ress  by  means  of  the  most  inflexible  trade  unionism  in 
the  country’s  history.  This  regulates  his  standard  of 
living  and  almost  directly  determines  the  relatively  small 
margin  of  money  he  can  release  from  the  sheer  necessi¬ 
ties  of  living  to  channels  of  education. 

Education  is  the  right  of  every  child,  whether  he  be 
bom  of  parents  of  one  race  or  another.  If  rising  aca¬ 
demic  standards  and  race  prejudice  in  the  great  uni¬ 
versities  of  the  North  are  designed  to  restrict  Negro 
applicants  from  successful  entrance  therein  in  large  num¬ 
bers;  if  State  governments  of  the  South  continue  to 
appropriate  millions  to  their  universities  and  colleges 
while  for  the  most  part  they  hand  out  a  few  sparse  thou¬ 
sands  for  Negro  ^‘education,”  is  there  not  somewhere  in 
philanthropists  and  great  educational  foundations  of  the 
country  a  suflicient  social  conscience  to  see  that  the 
Negro,  pushed  out  and  neglected  by  even  the  State,  shall 
have  ample  opportunity  through  his  racial  institutions 
for  some  educational  advance?  Balking  on  Negro  edu¬ 
cation  has  no  basis  in  logic  and  does  not  conform  to  the 
desire  for  the  public  good.  While  the  Negro  is  giving 
and  will  continue  to  give  for  his  own  education,  his  po¬ 
sition  in  the  nation  makes  adequate  educational  facilities 
for  him  impossible  without  the  continued  general  assist¬ 
ance  from  those  who  are  his  friends. 


— Hop^  is  a  light. 

— Egotism  begins  with  a  big  eye. 

— A  man  never  gets  too  old  to  serve  the  devil. 

— The  snail  may  never  fail,  but  he  sometimes  gets  there 
too  late. 
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East  Tennessee  Conference  at  Marion,  Va. 

The  Eaat  Tennessee  Conference  will  meet  at  Marion,  of  Virginia  west  of  and  including  the  counties  of  Car- 
Va.,  October  6,  the  guest  of  Mount  Pleasant  Church,  roll,  Floyd,  Montgomery,  and  Giles.  Within  its  bounds 
Appreciation  by  the  people  of  the  coming  of  their  are  to  be  found  some  of  the  outstanding  churches  and 
guests  is  showing  itself  in  bustling  activity  as  they  go  some  of  the  able  and  most  promising  men  of  our  colored 
steadily  forward  with  preparations  for  facilitating  the  Methodism. 

work  and  comfort  of  the  Conference.  Already  the  par-  The  Rev.  T.  C.  Frazier,  entertaining  pastor,  among 
sonage  has  been  completely  cleared  of  all  indebtedness,  this  number,  is  industrious  and  progressive.  A  record 
the  necessary  street  improvements  around  the  church  of  achievement  in  the  ministry  stands  to  his  credit.  Dr. 
have  been  made  and  paid  for,  and  the  Industrial  Club  I.  E.  Lowery,  of  South  Carolina,  received  him  into  the 
of  the  church  has  had  the  church  building  beautifully  ministry  of  the  church,  and  Bishop  Neely  ordained  him. 
painted  for  the  purpose.  So  that  when  Bishop  Clair  He  was  educated  at  Payne  College,  Augusta,  Ga.,  and  at 
calls  the  Conference  to  order  on  the  opening  day,  he  will  Gammon  Theological  Seminary.  While  in  the  South 
find  the  entire  community  expectant  of  his  coming,  and  Carolina  Conference  he  completed  five  churches  and  built 
everything  in  spick-and-span  condition  for  a  successful  one.  On  going  to  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  he  fin- 
session  of  the  Conference.  ished  a  church  and  erected  another  beautiful  brick  struc- 

In  the  decade  between  1870  and  1880,  seven  or  one  ture.  In  this  trend  of  constructive  pastoral  achievement 
third  of  the  present  number  of  our  colored  Conferences  he  is  now  carrying  on  the  activities  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Church 
were  organized;  the  last  of  this  group  set  up  during  at  Marion,  Va.,  seat  of  this  Conference,  which  is  to  en- 
the  seventies  being  the  East  Tennessee.  Besides  that  joy  the  fine  presidency  of  Bishop  Clair.  The  gracious- 
territory  not  included  in  the  Tennessee  Conference,  it  ness  of  Mrs.  Frazier  will  insure  for  the  Conference  every 
comprises  also  our  colored  work  in  four  counties  in  Ken-  comfort  which  the  combined  efforts  of  parsonage  hos- 
tucky,  four  in  West  Virginia,  and  that  part  of  the  State  pitality  can  give. 

The  Rev.  N.  R.  Clay  Passes 

By  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Cole 

The  work  of  this  gospel  preacher  will  ever  stand  The  Rev.  Clay  served  thirty-three  years  in  the  Chris- 
out  in  the  limelight  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  tian  ministry,  all  of  which  time  was  spent  in  the  upper 
Church.  Born  more  than  sixty  years  ago  at  Mississippi  Conference  with  the  exception  of  one  year. 
Aberdeen,  Miss.;  died  August  7,  1927,  Holly  Springs,  The  crowning  work  of  his  ministry  was  the  erecting  of 
]^gg_  the  beautiful  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 

At  an  early  age  he  had  a  desire  to  become  educated,  Amory,  Miss, 
so  he  pushed  his  way  through  the  public  schools  of  Aber-  For  the  last  two  years  he  had  been  in  declining  health, 
deen,  and  after  teaching  in  the  county  for  a  number  of  and  at  the  last  session  of  the  Tennessee  Conference  he 
years,  he  entered  the  Christian  ministry,  having  felt  the  was  transferred  back  to  the  Upper  Mississippi  Confer- 
call  at  a  very  early  age.  In  1886  he  was  happily  united  ence,  and  even  while  he  was  shut  in  he  showed  the  old- 
in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  to  Miss  Bettie  Drake,  of  Aber-  time  fighting  fire  which  had  been  one  of  his  characteristics 
deen,  Miss.,  and  to  this  union  were  bom  four  children,  throughout  his  whole  life.  He  was  a  man  who  always 
one  of  whom  survives  him.  He  was  preceded  into  the  stuck  to  a  conviction  unto  the  end,  regardless  of  those 
great  beyond  in  1891  by  this  companion.  In  1896  he  who  opposed  him.  He  was  a  good  father  and  a  faithful 
and  Miss  Alice  Bardwell  were  united  in  holy  wedlock,  husband.  On  the  morning  of  August  7,  1927,  the  death 
and  to  this  union  four  sons  were  bora ;  three  survive  him :  angel  visited  his  room  and  bade  him  leave  the  land  of 
Dr.  Earl  Clay,  a  prosperous  dentist  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark. ;  sorrows.  He  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  four  sons,  a  wife, 
F.  B.  Clay,  a  senior  at  Gammon  Theological  Seminary;  brother,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends.  Quite  a 
and  Roy  Clay,  of  Hot  Springs.  Dr.  Clay  was  very  much  number  of  friends  attended  the  funeral,  which  was  held 
interested  in  the  education  of  his  children,  and  saw  to  at  Asbury,  Holly  Springs,  with  A.  G.  Cole,  master  of 
it  that  they  received  a  liberal  education  at  Rust  College,  ceremonies.  The  following  served  as  pallbearers :  active — 
He  entered  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in  1901,  and  the  Revs.  I.  C.  Wiserman,  T.  C.  Little,  R.  L.  Reed,  J.  H. 
was  graduated  with  honors  in  1904.  He  served  the  fol-  Talbert,  P.  A.  Lemon,  and  A.  E.  Tyler;  honorary 
lowing  charges  with  much  credit;  Morehead,  Okolona,  Bishop  E.  Cortrell,  E.  F.  Scarborough,  B.  F.  Woolfolk, 
Macon,  Oxford,  Holly  Springs,  Columbus,  Greenwood,  G.  Orange,  W.  L.  Liddell,  and  N.  H.  Williams.  The  fol- 
Amory,  and  Warren  Chapel,  Tennessee  Conference.  He  lowing  spoke  in  glowing  tribute  of  the  value  and  worth 
served  six  years  each  on  the  Holly  Springs  and  Stark-  of  the  deceased:  Bishop  E.  Cortrell,  of  the  Colored  Meth- 
ville  Districts  as  district  superintendent.  While  he  was  odist  Episcopal  Church ;  Dr.  J .  H.  Moore,  of  the  Colored 
pastor  at  AsCbury,  Holly  Springs,  he  entered  Rust  Uni-  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Dr.  B.  F.  Woolfolk. 
versity,  and  in  1909  was  graduated  with  A.B.  degree,  and  The  funeral  oration  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  J.  M. 
received  his  B.D.  degree  from  Gammon.  He  held  the  chair  Marsh,  Amory,  Miss.,  taken  from  Isa.  3.  1,  2.  He  very 
of  Greek  at  Rust  College  for  a  number  of  years.  He  ably  likened  the  deceased  unto  a  prophet,  a  judge,  a  pru- 
served  eight  years  as  secretary  of  his  Conference,  and  dent  and  a  wise  man.  Interment  at  Hill  Crest  Cemetery, 
was  elect^  three  times  to  the  General  Conference.  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Freedom  of  Speech  in  Indiana 

By  Harry  M.  Chalfant 

V.  EDWARD  S.  SHUMAKER,  a  member  of  the 
Northwest  Indiana  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  Superintendent  of  the  Anti- 
Saloon  League  of  Indiana,  has  been  sentenced  by  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  that  State  to  pay  a  fine  of  $260  and  serve 
sixty  days  imprisonment  on  the  penal  farm.  The  vote  of 
the  court  was  three  to  two.  The  charge  under  which  he 
was  sentenced  was  criminal  contempt  of  court. 

No  doubt  there  are  thousands  of  Indiana  residents  who 
would  be  pleased  t6  see  Edward  Shumaker  spend  the  rest 
of  his  days  in  prison.  By  them  he  is  branded  as  a  danger¬ 
ous  man.  Numerous  editors  of  the  State,  whether  wet  or 
dry,  are  pointing  out  the  fact  that  if  the  Supreme  Court 
were  to  impartially  mete  out  similar  sentences  for  similar 
offenses,  about  all  the  editors  and  lawyers,  most  of  the 
preachers,  and  a  veritable  army  of  other  Indiana  folks 
would  be  in  jail  most  of  the  time. 

This  case  has  a  nation-wide  interest  because  it  involves 
the  whole  question  of  free  speech.  Should  our  judges  be 
immune  from  criticism?  Are  they  infallible?  Shall  the 
man  who  points  out  what  he  considers  mistakes  on  their 
part  be  sent  to  prison  for  that  act?  Is  the  judge  a 
servant  of  the  people  who  made  him,  or  is  he  a  king  who 
can  do  no  wrong? 

Here  in  brief  is  the  background  of  the  case :  The  Indiana 
Anti-Saloon  League  works  under  the  direction  of  a  board 
of  trustees,  elected  by  the  various  conferences,  synods, 
etc.,  of  the  State.  It  has  over  fifty  members,  about  three 
fourths  of  them  being  ministers.  Some  of  the  most  widely 
known  laymen  of  the  State  are  on  it.  Its  president  is 
Bishop  H.  H.  Four  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
Bishop  Fredeeick  D.  Leete  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  is  also  a  member.  When  that  Board  held  its  meet¬ 
ing  in  January,  1926,  Doctor  Shumaker,  as  usual,  pre¬ 
sented  his  annual  report.  It  was  received  by  the  Board 
with  hearty  applause,  followed  by  a  unanimous  Vote  that 
it  be  printed  and  distributed.  This  is  the  document  which 
has  made  the  trouble. 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  the  report  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  State  brought  it  to  the  attention  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  advised  that  body  to  summon  Mr. 
Shumaker  and  arraign  him  for  contempt.  The  informa¬ 
tion  filed  by  the  Attorney  General,  and  later  the  amended 
information,  also,  charged  E.  A.  Miles  and  Jesse  E.  Mar¬ 
tin,  attorneys  of  the  League,  with  contempt  on  the  ground 
that  they  had  collaborated  with  Shumaker  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  this  annual  report.  The  Court  selected  six  lawyers 
as  friends  of  the  Court  and  submitted  to  them  the  Shu¬ 
maker  document  and  all  pleadings  and  briefs,  asking  their 
decision.  Neither  Mr.  Shumaker  nor  his  attorneys  were 
granted  any  voice  in  the  selection  of  these  lawyers,  nor 
was  he  ever  permitted  to  appear  before  them  for  ques¬ 
tioning.  More  than  a  year  ago  five  of  them  presented 
their  findings  to  the  effect  that  the  League  official  was 
guilty  of  contempt,  one  of  their  number,  however,  filing 
a  dissenting  opinion. 

When  the  Court  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  case,  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  League,  through  counsel,  in¬ 
sisted  that  the  Superintendent  was  their  servant,  that  they 
were  responsible  for  his  salary,  that  they  fully  approved 
his  report  at  the  time  and  ordered  it  published ;  that  if  he 
were  guilty,  they  were  equally  guilty  and  all  should  be 


punished  alike.  This  contention  was  brushed  aside  by  the 
Court,  except  that  Mr.  Martin,  a  lawyer,  who  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board,  was  found  guilty,  but  has  not  yet  been 
sentenced. 

That  part  of  the  report  at  which  the  Supreme  Court 
took  greatest  offense  may  be  briefly  summarized  in  the 
following  paragraphs: 

1.  Shumaker  pointed  out  the  fact  the  Supreme  Court  of  Indiana 
was  one  of  only  six  State  Supreme  Courts  which  have  held  that  a 
defective  search  warrant  should  operate  to  let  a  guilty  person  go 
free.  To  the  “splitting  of  judicial  hairs”  he  attributed  the  rapid 
multiplication  in  the  annual  appealed  criminal  cases.  These  have 
increas^  from  24  in  1918  to  212  in  1926.  Three  fourths  of  all  cases 
now  being  appealed  are  liquor  cases. 

2.  He  referred  to  the  fact  that  many  of  these  cases  are  being  lost 
by  the  State,  and  attributed  their  loss  in  part  at  least  to  the  “IneflS- 
oiency”  of  the  Attorney  General’s  ofBce.  Then  he  added:  “but  a 
majority  of  the  Court  is  at  least  liberal  in  its  sentiments.” 

3.  The  statement,  however,  which  most  completely  stirred  the 
wrath  of  three  ftfths  of  the  honorable  body  was  the  following 
sentence:  “And  we  trust  that  the  next  election  will  give  us  a  Supreme 
Court  that  will  be  dry  and  not  wet.” 

And  for  saying  these  things  and  some  others  not  so 
severe.  Rev.  Edward  Shumaker,  eighteen  months  after 
they  were  said,  has  been  ordered  to  the  penal  farm  there 
to  suffer  sixty  days’  punishment  with  bandits,  thieves, 
bank  robbers  and  bootleggers. 

The  three  judges  who  were  aggrieved  at  Mr.  Shumaker 
filed  a  lengthy  report  defending  their  determination  to 
punish  him.  Among  other  things  they  referred  to  the 
defendant  as  “one  whose  livelihood  is  sustained  apparently 
by  donations  from  the  people  obtained  either  by  fair  or 
false  means.”  The  Indianapolis  Post  thinks  this  would 
be  construed -as  libel  if  uttered  by  an  ordinary  citizen-aqd 
that  “the  Court  did  not  add  to  its  dignity  by  this  attack.” 

“Respondent  Shumaker  admits  that  he  is  a  member  of 
the  clergy  and  thereby  gains  admission  to  the  pulpits  of 
various  churches  of  the  State  which  he  uses  to  arouse  the 
people  of  the  State  into  contributing  money  for  the 
futherance  of  the  cause  he  represents,”  says  the  opinion 
of  the  trio. 

That  is  strange  language  from  the  bench.  For  twenty 
years  Edward  Shumaker  has  been  the  outstanding  leader 
for  a  sober  State.  That  he  has  had  a  tremendous  influ¬ 
ence  with  the  churches  of  the  State  is  admitted  alike  by 
friend  and  foe.  For  the  Court  to  even  hint  that  here  is 
something  for  apology  sounds  strange. 

Justice'  Martin  filed  a  dissenting  opinion  in  which 
Justice  Gemmill  concurred.  In  the  majority  report 
Shumaker  is  accused  of  saying  “that  the  liquor  interests 
have  gained  control  of  this  court.”  Justice  Martin  de¬ 
clares  that  he  is  unable  to  find  any  such  statement  in  any 
of  the  exhibits  filed  with  the  information.  Moreover,  he 
asserts  that  there  is  nothing  anywhere  in  the  report  that 
could  possibly  justify  a  statement  to  that  effect.  Then 
he  says :  “I  submit,  also,  that  the  conclusion  of  the  court 
that  ‘the  report  in  question  practically  states  that  the 
liquor  interests  control  our  courts’  is  as  unwarranted,  as 
its  designation  of  Shumaker  as  ‘one  whose  livelihood 
is  sustained  apparently  by  donations  from  the  people 
obtained  either  by  fair  or  false  means,’  is  unfair  and  with¬ 
out  the  record.” 

Attorneys  for  the  defense  will  make  an  effort  to  have 
the  case  reviewed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  on  the  ground  that  the  Indiana  Supreme  Court  has 
violated  the  First  and  Fourteenth  Amendments  to  the 
Constitution.  Until  that  is  determined  Mr.  Shumaker 
will  not  enter  State’s  prison. 
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Despair  or  Hope  for  the  Church  School? 

Some  Rally-Day  .Observations  on  Youth  and  the  Church  School 


By  David  G.  Downey 


TO  write  or  speak  critically  and  disparagingly  of 
the  youth  of  to-day  is  quite  the  vogue.  The  con¬ 
tributor  to  the  popular  magazine  dips  his  pen  in 
somber  colored  ink  and  proceeds  to  point  out  that  the 
majority  of  the  crimes  committed  can  be  traced  to  youths 
in  or  barely  out  of  their  later  teens,  and  usually  he  closes 
with  a  pessimistic  outlook  upon  the  future.  The  orator 
at  religious  and  educational  gatherings  takes  the  same 
line  and  descants  luridly  upon  the  depravity  of  flaming 
youth.  To  all  this  the  sufficient  answer  is,  When  was  it 
otherwise?  That  the  majority  of  our  criminals  and  vio¬ 
lators  of  laws  and  conventions  are  young  is  not  news  to 
any  well-informed  person  and  would  not  be  given  the 
space  it  is  given  were  it  not  for  the  back  eddy  in  which 
much  present-day  thinking  is  moving. 

Youth  of  To-day  Does  World’s  Worthw'hile  Work 

What  these  writers  or  speakers  ignore  is  that  the 
reverse  is  also  and  equally  true.  Not  only  are  criminals 
young,  but  heroes  are  also  young  and  the  heroisms  of  life 
are  carried  out  by  young  people.  The  worth-while  work 
of  the  world  in  practically  every  department  of  life  is 
being  done  to-day  and  indeed  always  has  been  done  by 
young  folk.  Exceptions,  of  course,  there  are,  but  the 
general  truthfulness  of  the  statement  cannot  be  denied. 
If  songs  are  to  be  sung  youth  sings  them ;  if  crusades  are 
to  be  led  youth  leads  them ;  if  wars  of  freedom  are  to  be 
fought  youth  fights  and  wins  them ;  if  literature  is  to  be 
created  it  leaps  out  of  the  throbbing  heart  and  the  vivid 
imagination  of  youth ;  if  discoveries  are  to  be  made  in  any 
realm  youth  leads  the  adventures ;  if  new  ideals  are  needed 
in  industry,  politics,  or  religion,  youth  champions  and 
fights  for  the  advanced  positions.  The  fact  is  that  our 
young  folk  are  at  once  the  despair  and  the  hope  of  the 
world.  To  the  pessimist  they  are  its  despair,  to  the  op¬ 
timist  its  hope. 

Church  School  Always  a  Pioneer  in  Lesson  Systems 

Like,  youth,  the  church  school  is  just  now  a  target  for 
sharpshooters'  with  pen  or  tongue^  The  chorus  of  criti¬ 


cism  and  dispraise  is  loud  and  long  continued.  The  usual 
plan  is  to  contrast  the  work  of  the  church  school  or  the 
Sunday  school  of  say  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago  with  the 
educational  and  religious  ideals  of  to-day,  greatly  to  the 
discredit  of  the  former,  of  course.  But  as  any  fair-minded 
person  will  at  once  see,  this  method  is  utterly  unfair.  The 
real  contrast  or  comparison  must  be  between  the  Sunday 
school  and  the  religious  educational  ideals  of  the  same 
period.  Judged  thus,  it  can  be  said  without  fear  of  con¬ 
tradiction  that  the  church  school  has  always  been  a  pio¬ 
neer.  Prior  to  the  advent  of  the  uniform  lessons,  indi¬ 
vidual  Sunday-school  lessons  were  pioneering  in  the  field 
of  religious  education.  Judged  by  present-day  standards, 
the  uniform  lesson  system  is  antiquated,  but  in  its  day 
it  was  a  vast  advance  upon  the  “babel”  period  preceding 
— it  led  the  van.  The  International  Closely  Graded  and 
kindred  lesson  systems  may  not  meet  all  the  requirements 
of  the  educational  theorists  of  to-day,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  when  projected  they  were  far  in  advance 
of  any  previous  system,  and  their  originators  land  creators 
have  been  among  the  foremost  to  pioneer  for  new  and 
better  methods. 

Strong  Church  School  Essential  to  Church’s 

Life 

In  conjunction  with  the  family  the  church  school  has 
been  and  in  all  probability  will  continue  to  be  the  chief 
agency  or  institution  for  the  training  of  youth  in  worthy 
ideals  and  in  righteous  living.  Nothing  is  more  important 
than  that  the  church  shall  understand  and  rightly  esti¬ 
mate  the  high  value  of  this  institution.  We  are  living 
in  an  age  of  high  tension.  Our  young  people  are  played 
upon  and  solicited  by  the  most  diverse  forces.  The  church 
must  be  awake  to  the  tremendous  opposition  that  it  faces 
and  to  the  determined  purpose  of  irreligion  to  wrest  the 
young  folk  from  the  influence  of  all  religious  agencies. 
Every  possible  aid  in  the  way  of  physical  equipment, 
lesson  courses,  and  worthy  teaching  should  be  generously 
provided.  Adequate  provision  for  the  work  of  the  church 
school  is  essential  to  the  life  of  the  church,,  and  indeed  to 
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the  growth  and  permanence  of  the  Christian  faith.  If  we 
cannot  hold  and  develop  our  youth  in  Christian  thinking 
and  practice  all  is  lost. 

Unfair  Criticism  of  Church-School  Teachers 

It  is  not  infrequent  to  find  in  many  apparently  well- 
informed  circles  rather  caustic  criticism  of  the  church- 
school  teaching  force,  present  and  past.  It  seems  to  be 
assumed  that  the  teaching  force  has  lacked  and  still  lacks 
experience,  vision,  and  technique.  Undoubtedly  some  of 
this  criticism  is  warranted,  but  not  all  of  it  and  not  al¬ 
ways.  The  writer  recalls  that  in  one  of  the  plain  and 
simple  Sunday  schools  of  the  older  days  his  teacher  was 
an  editor  of  some  of  the  Harper  publications,  and  he  still 
holds  in  a  little  box  of  boyhood  treasures  a  letter  from  his 
Sunday-school  teacher,  written  to  him  in  one  of  the  deep 
experiences  of  his  life — a  letter  that  had  not  a  little  to 
do  with  his  future  life.  Nor  is  this  exceptional.  The 
Sunday-school  teachers  of  yesterday  and  to-day,  though 
possibly  deficient  in  some  of  the  ideals  and  technique  of 
modem  religious  education,  were  not  deficient  in  religious 
experience  nor  lacking  in  a  true  objective.  To  the  church 
school  of  the  past  and  the  present  the  world  owes  a  debt 
of  gratitude  it  has  never  yet  paid.  Forth  from  such 
schools  have  come  the  youth  who  have  justified  and  will 
continue  to  justify  the  hope  of  the  optimist.  If  our  young 
people  are  to  be  increasingly  the  world’s  hope  it  is  im¬ 
perative  that  our  church  schools  be  maintained  in  edu¬ 
cational  eflSciency  and  in  religious  objective  and  strength. 

Church  School  Must  Give  an  Original 
Experience  of  God 

One  thing  the  church  school  needs  to  understand : 
It  needs  to  know  definitely  and  finally  that  its  chief  busi¬ 
ness  is  not  to  teach  a  lesson,  inculcate  a  creed,  or  develop 
a  theology.  Its  supreme  objective  must  be  to  give  to 
every  pupil  a  first-hand,  original  experience  of  God.  The 
Bible  is  full  of  illustrations  and  incidents  showing  how 

The  Price  of 

By  John 

CAN  the  man  in  the  pulpit  say  what  he  thinks? 
Does  he  dare  to  frankly  proclaim  his  deepest  con¬ 
victions  ? 

Varied  are  the  answers  to  this  question.  “The  minister 
is  hired  to  preach  certain  things.  The  source  of  his  bread 
and  butter  has  much  to  do  with  the  truths  which  he  pro¬ 
fesses.”  So  say  many  of  the  critics  of  the  church.  “The 
preacher  is  an  irresponsible  and  unaccountable  sort  of  a 
person  given  to  all  sorts  of  strange  and  novel  ideas.  He 
should  not  be  taken  seriously.”  Thus  saith  the  hard- 
headed  business  man  who  has  no  sympathy  with  the  social 
gospel.  The  preacher  is  condemned  on  the  one  hand  for 
his  fetters,  and  on  the  other  for  his  freedom.  Where  does 
the  truth  lie?  How  far  must  a  minister  curb  his  speech 
from  considerations  of  policy?  How  far  dare  he  speak 
his  true  mind?  In  respect  to  their  pulpit  freedom,  minis¬ 
ters  may  be  divided  into  three  classes. 

The  “Harmless  as  Doves”  Preachers 

The  largest  group  exercises  great  caution  in  their 
public  utterances.  Oft  have  they  pondered  the  text,  “Be 
ye  therefore  wise  as  serpents  and  harmless  as  doves.” 
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men  and  women  may  and  do  experience  God.  It  is  only 
as  they  know  God  in  personal  experience  that  our  youth 
are  fortified  against  the  insidious  assaults  of  materialism, 
agnosticism,  and  atheism.  Let  them  have  personal  fel¬ 
lowship  and  communion  with  God,  and  the  strife  of  evo¬ 
lutionist  and  anti-evolutionist,  of  fundamentalist  and  paod- 
emist,  will  be  as  sounding  brass  and  clanging  cymbal.'  In 
all  such  controversies  God  will  be  their  rock  and  fortress. 

The  church  school,  too,  will  need  to  understand  that 
religion  is  not  merely  an  emotion  and  its  end  and  aim 
is  not  voluble  confession.  Religion,  and  pre-eminently  the 
religion  of  youth,  expresses  itself  in  action.  The  church 
school  has  always  been  a  training  school  for  service.  The 
young  people  who  have  come  under  its  influence  have  been 
among  the  foremost  leaders  in  industrial,  economic,  and 
political  reform.  To-day,  when  evil  in  its  many  forms 
is  blatant  and  brazen,  loud-voiced  and  unashamed,  the 
church  school  is  the  one  agency  most  competent  to  train 
and  send  out  into  the  professional,  business,  and  political 
worlds  enthusiasts  for  righteousness,  young  folk  who  will 
meet  unrighteousness  on  its  ground,  face  it  unafraid,  and 
conquer  it  through  the  courage  that  comes  from  a  vital 
and  vivid  personal  experience  of  God. 

Youth’s  Great  Opportunity 

The  youth  of  to-day  has  the  opportunity  of  the  ages 
the  chance,  in  the  face  of  an  unbelieving  world,  to  set 
God  in  the  midst  of  the  world  life,  its  business,  its  pleasure, 
its  literature,  its  industry,  its  politics ;  God  a  living,  speak¬ 
ing,  acting  power  in  the  world’s  work.  Will  it  answer 
the  challenge  of  the  age?  It  always  has  and,  rightly 
taught  and  guided,  it  always  will.  Let  the  church  school 
understand  its  mission  and  its  message,  let  the  church 
see  to  it  that  the  school  has  a  fair  opportunity  to  do 
its  work  in  the  best  way  and  under  the  best  auspices  and 
we  may  be  sure  that  as  in  the  past  so  in  the  future,  youth 
will  be  the  hope  of  tbe  church  and  the  hope  of  the  world. 

a  Free  Pulpit 

R.  Scotford 

Their  ambition  is  to  offend  no  man.  They  prefich  noth¬ 
ing  which  they  do  not  believe,  but  they  do  not  publish 
to  the  world  all  the  implications  of  their  views.  Their 
private  opinions  are  more  burning  than  their  public  ut¬ 
terances.  Their  reading  is  more  advanced  than  their 
preaching.  They  know  more  than  they  tell.  This  atti¬ 
tude  is  due  more  to  temperament  and  training  than  to 
external  pressure.  Some  of  these  men  would  be  chal¬ 
lenged  if  they  spoke  their  minds ;  others  might  have  a 
free  pulpit  if  they  dared  claim  the  privilege.  So  long 
as  a  minister  exercises  more  caution  than  courage,  the 
question  of  his  freedom  in  the  pulpit  never  arises.  Cau¬ 
tion  undoubtedly  brings  peace,  but  it  hardly  contributes 
to  pulpit  power.  Great  preachers  are  not  as  harmless 
as  doves. 

Martyrs  to  Folly 

A  second  group  seeks  to  exercise  freedom  in  the  pul¬ 
pit  and  encounters  trouble  for  so  doing.  Some  of  these 
men  are  martyrs,  while  others  are  fools.  Some  speak 
out  because  they  cannot  keep  still,  while  others  enjoy  the 
commotion  which  their  strange  teachings  create.  Fric- 
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tion  is  inevitable  to  the  progress  of  Christian  life  and 
thought.  Someone  must  suffer  travail  for  every  new 
idea  which  is  bom  into  the  world.  Friction  is  costly  to 
the  church,  and  yet  she  can  wdl  afford  it  if  genuine  moral 
progress  is  thereby  promoted.  Yet  for  every  man  who 
is  a  martyr  to  his  conviction  there  is  at  least  one  more 
who  is  a  martyr  to  his  folly.  The  model  heretic  is  a  rare 
person.  Much  of  the  present  commotion  in  the  church 
is  unnecessary. 

The  third  group  speak  their  minds  freely  in  the  pul¬ 
pit  and  go  unchallenged.  By  their  courage  they  claim 
intellectual  freedom,  and  by  their  ability  they  maintain 
it.  Their  number  is  small,  but  their  voices  carry  far. 
They  are  to  be  found  in  every  denomination  and  in  every 
type  of  church.  The  lesson  they  teach  is  that  pulpit 
freedom  depends,  not  upon  the  church,  but  upon  the  man. 
Unitarians  are  sometimes  gagged;  Catholic  priests  are 
sometimes  free.  To  change  from  one  denomination  to 
another  in  pursuit  of  pulpit  freedom  is  commonly  a  vain 
proceeding.  Neither  does  the  constituency  of  a  church 
greatly  matter.  A  man  may  minister  to 
the  masses  and  be  in  bondage;  he  may 
preach  to  millionaires  and  be  free. 

Wealthy  churches  frequently  seek  an  out¬ 
spoken  minister.  Each  preacher  sets  the 
limits  of  his  own  freedom.  The  timid 
spirit  will  be  in  bondage  anjrwhere;  the 
brave  heart  is  always  free. 

Yet  a  certain  price  must  be  paid  by 
every  man  who  would  exercise  the  freedom 
of  prophecy  in  the  pulpit.  Ordination 
does  not  confer  upon  a  man  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  saying  what  he  thinks.  True 
freedom  can  only  be  had  through  dis¬ 
cipline.  Certain  demands  are  made 
of  a  man  before  he  is  permitted  to 
promulgate  his-  ideas. 


certain  amount  of  drudgery,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  ^ 
a  preacher  should  not  do  his  share  of  detail  work.  The  ^ 
administration  of  a  church  is  nob  a  terribly  difficult  mat¬ 
ter.  All  it  requires  is  good  sense  and  industry.  The 
church  gives  the  preacher  a  platform  and  a  congrega¬ 
tion;  he  is  obligated  to  strengthen  the  church  as  an  in¬ 
stitution.  Nothing  adds  more  to  the  security  of  a  man 
in  the  pulpit  than  a  balance  in  the  treasury.  Nothing 
adds  more  weight  to  his  words  than  a  successful  record 
of  church  administration. 


Freedom  Depends  on  Trust 

Unless  a  minister  commend  himself  to  the  people  they 
will  have  scant  tolerance  for  his  teaching.  He  is  judged, 
not  by  the  worth  of  his  words,  but  by  the  weight  of  his 
life.  If  they  do  not  respect  him,  his  words  will  be  anath¬ 
ema.  If  they  love  him,  he  can  say  whatever  he  has  a 
mind  to.  He  who  has  gained  the  confidence  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  has  paid  the  price  of  a  free  pulpit.  This  must  be 
done  in  several  ways. 

The  preacher  must  qualify  as  a  friend  and  a  pastor. 
The  people  must  know  him  and  trust  him.  The  founda¬ 
tion  of  a  minister’s  success  must  be  laid  through  pas¬ 
toral  work.  Unless  he  build  himself  into  the  lives  of  the 
people,  business  ability  and  pulpit  eloquence  are  vain 
and  empty  things.  Not  only  does  pastoral  success  win 
the  good  will  of  the  people,  it  gives  the  preacher  that 
insight  into  life  which  is  the  credential  of  the  true  prophet. 
The  people  ask,  not  that  a  minister  be  a  conservative 
or  a  progressive,  but  that  he  speak  to  their  need.  No 
man  will  dare  question  the  pulpit  freedom  of  the  preacher 
who  is  building  human  lives. 


If  a  man  would  enjoy  freedom  in  the  pulpit  he  must 
exercise  good  sense.  When  first  he  appears  in  their 
midst  he  will  not  shock  the  people  with  strange  ideas  or 
startling  innovations.  He  will  win  their  hearts  before 
he  seeks  to  change  their  minds.  When  he  opens  his  mouth 
he  will  know  whereof  he  speaks.  He  need  not  display 
scholarship,  but  he  must  reveal  sense.  His  facts  should 
be  facts.  His  preaching  should  have  a  background  of 
genuine  information  an^  real  thought.  Most  important 
of  all,  he  will  be  open-minded  and  tolerant.  Whenever 
the  pulpit  tyrannizes  over  the  minds 
of  men,  it  does  them  harm,  and  not 
good.  Dogmatism  in  the  pulpit  creates 
dogmatism  in  the  pew.  Freedom  of 
speech  in  the  pulpit  is  intellectual 
tyranny  unless  it  be  accompanied  by 
freedom  of  thought  in  the  pew.  If  the 
preacher  asks  the  privilege  of  differing 
from  his  people,  he  should  extend  to 
them  the  same  tolerance  and  courtesy 
which  he  expects  for  himself.  A  con¬ 
viction  in  the  pew  is  as  sacred  as  one 
in  the  pulpit.  If  the  minister  is  to  be 
free  to  differ  from  the  people,  the  people 
must  be  free  to  differ  from  the  minister. 
What  is  sauce  for  the  people  should 
be  sauce  for  the  parson.  Pastor  and 
people  must  find  intellectual  freedom  to¬ 
gether. 


The  Fruits  of  a  Free  Pulpit 


Administration  and  Prophecy 

A  second  requirement  for  a  free  pulpit  is  the  success¬ 
ful  administration  of  the  church.  When  a  preacher  mis¬ 
takes  himself  for  a  prophet  he  sometimes  considers  it 
beneath  his  dignity  to  attend  to  the  routine  matters  of 
church  work.  Men  in  every  walk  of  life  put  up  with  a 


What  are  the  fruits  of  a  free  pulpit? 

The  people  derive  their  greatest  profit,  not  from  the 
words  of  a  preacher,  but  from  his  spirit.  A  free  pulpit 
permits  a  man  to  make  the  most  complete  revelation  of 
himself.  If  he  be  a  fool,  the  freedom  of  the  pulpit  will 
reveal  that  fact  in  unmistakable  fashion.  If  he  be  honest 
and  sincere,  that  also  will  be  apparent.  When  a  min¬ 
ister  preaches  something  which  he  feels  to  be  distinctly 
his  own,  then  does  he  put  the  utmost  of  earnestness  and 
enthusiasm  into  his  message,  and  it  is  this  earnestness 
and  enthusiasm  which  gets  across  into  the  hearts  of  the 
people  rather  than  the  particular  ideas  which  he  has 
advanced.  Herein  lies  the  explanation  of  a  common 
paradox.  Business  men  will  go  and  listen  to  a  flaming 
prophet  of  the  social  gospel  with  great  enjoyment,  and 
yet  they  would  never  think  of  applying  that  gospel  to 
their  own  affairs.  The  ideas  do  not  penetrate,  but  the 
enthusiasm  warms  their  souls.  A  free  pulpit  promotes 
whole-souled,  enthusiastic  preaching,  which  is  what  the 
people  want  and  need. 

A  free  pulpit  promotes  thought.  When  pastor  and 
people  think  alike,  they  learn  nothing  from  each  other. 

The  pastoral  relationship  is  most  profitable  when  each  jd 
learns  from  the  other — the  preacher  teaching  the  people  "I 
that  which  is  new,  the  people  revealing  to  the  preacher 
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the  value  of  the  old.  A  few  pro^essive  souls  will  go 
all  the  way  with  the  preacher;  most  of  the  people  will 
go  part  of  the  way ;  some  will  not  budge  at  all.  The  gain 
will  come  in  the  lesson  of  tolerance  learned  and  in  the 
challenge  to  thought.  After  all,  the  things  which  a  man 
preaches  may  be  right  or  they  may  be  wrong,  but  the 
deepest  lesson  which  he  can  teach  the  people  is  that  of 
tolerance  and  open-mindedness.  No  preacher  is  wise 


enough  to  lead  his  people  into  all  truth,  but  almost  any 
mimster  can  inculcate  in  the  people  a  reverence  for  truth 
and  a  willingness  to  learn.  The  attitude  created  is  far 
more  important  than  the  truth  presented.  The  real  justi¬ 
fication  for  a  free  pulpit  is  that  it  teaches  both  pastor  and 
people  to  respect  honest  differences  of  view  and  thereby 
opens  the  door  for  intellectual  and  moral  progress.  ' 

CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 


Are  Big  Financial  “Drives”  Depleting 

Church  Membership 

By  Charles  Morris  Barton 


A  RECENT  article  by  Dr.  H.  K.  Carroll,  appearing 
in  the  Advocate,  raises  the  question,  “Are  the 
Churches  Facing  a  Decreasing  Membership?” 
His  answer  to  this  inquiry,  backed  by  a  report  of 
correspondence  with  various  Christian  denominations, 
is:  Yes. 

Doctor  Carroll’s  article  gives  la^'ge  space  to  the  ease 
with  which  many  names  are  dropped  from  active  mem¬ 
bership  rolls.  But  quite  likely  to  be  even  more  influential 
in  its  effect  upon  the  thinking  and  policies  of  the  church, 
coming  from  an  honored  Methodist  minister  and  recog¬ 
nized  statistical  authority,  is  the  question  with  which  the 
closing  paragraph  is'  headed,  “Are  Big  Finanfial  ‘Drives’ 
to  Blame?”  and  the  writer’s  answer,  “It  is  to  this  con¬ 
clusion  the  story  given  for  so  man}’^  denominations  seems 
to  point.”  But  to  be  entirely  fair,  let  us  quote  the 
questions  which  the  author  himself  has  propounded  and 
to  which  he  had  ventured  this  tentative  reply :  “Why 
does  the  letter  system  lose  us  so  many  members  in  transit? 
Why  do  decimated  congregations  speak  accusingly  of 
the  days  past  when  churches  and  altars  were  crowded? 
Why  the  falling  back  evinced  in  holding  members  in  their 
church  relation?  Is  it  to  any  extent  for  reasons  of 
economy?  Has  the  new  system  brought  to  some  the  ex¬ 
perience,  ‘I  cannot  afford  to  belong  to  the  church  and  pay 
what  it  costs  for  myself  and  family’?  It  is  to  this  con¬ 
clusion  the  story  given  for  so  many  denoniinations  in  this 
article  seems  to  point.” 

With  due  deference  to  the  wisdom  of  this  veteran 
student  of  the  church’s  life  and  to  his  purpose  to  deal 
fairly  with  his  facts,  may  I  not  be  permitted  to  point  out 
that  what  is  here  put  forth  as  a  “conclusion”  to  which  the 
facts  cited  “seem  to  point”  is  really  not  a  conclusion, 
drawn  after  a  careful  analysis  of  possible  causes,  but 
is  rather  one  only  among  many  equally  valid  suppositions 
which  might  be  brought  forward  to  explain  the  same  set  of 
facts  modernism  in  theology,  the  scientific  temper  of 
our  times,  the  failure  to  adapt  our  messages  and  methodic 
to  the  demands  of  the  age,  our  present-day  materialism, 
the  revolt  against  authority,  the  automobile.  Some  of 
these  suggestions  may  be  foolish,  and  some  may  have  in 
them  a  large  measure  of  truth.  But  certainly  there  is 
nothing  in  this  article  to  indicate  why  out  of  all  possible 
explanations  one  explanation  only  should  be  selected  as 
the  “conclusion”  to  which  “the  story  given  for  so  many  de¬ 
nominations  seems  to  point.” 


Is  Methodism  Losing  or  Gaining? 

First,  what  are  the  facts?  Is  the  Methodist  Church 
“facing  a  decreasing  membership”?  And,  second,  what 
relation,  if  any,  can  be  noted  between  unusual  financial 
appeals  and  membership  gains  and  losses? 

The  following  table  lists  the  number  of  full  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States, 
1906  to  1926,  with  the  numerical  increase  and  the  per¬ 
centage  of  increase  in  each  year: 


Year 

Full  Members 

Increase 

Percentage 

1906 

2,861,747 

44367 

1.6 

^1907 

2,888361 

81,604 

1.1 

1906 

2,981,888 

47,987 

1.7 

1909 

2,988,248 

66,910 

1.9 

1910 

8,017310 

28,962 

1.0 

1911 

8,068,180 

46,920 

1.6 

1912 

8,140,884 

77,704 

2.6 

1918 

8,288,682 

92,798 

8.0 

1914 

8,348,767 

116,126 

8.6 

1915 

8,421,704 

72,947 

2.2 

1916 

8316,788 

94,084 

2.7 

1917 

8,682,022 

116384 

8.3 

1918 

3,646,166 

14,188 

.4 

1919 

8392,446 

*68,710 

*1.6 

1920 

8,702,484 

109,989 

3.1 

1921 

8,782,821 

79387 

2.2 

1922 

3^860,669 

78388 

2.1 

1923 

8,889,862 

28,798 

.7 

1924 

3,911,046 

21,694 

.6 

1926 

3,980,891 

19346 

.6 

1926 

•(Decrease). 

8,968,089 

22,148 

.6 

The  total 

gain  in  these 

twenty  years  was 

1,101,292, 

an  average  annual  increase  of  65,064  full  members.  Three 
years  in  these  two  decades  have  doubled,  or  practically 
doubled,  that  average  annual  increase:  these  were  1914, 
1917,  and  1920.  Nineteen-twenty,  it  may  be  added,  was 
also  notable  as  being  the  year  in  which  the  church  gave 
to  the  Centenary  considerably  over  fifteen  million  dollars. 
Two  other  Centenary  years,  1921  and  1922,  exceeded  by 
forty  per  cent  the  average  annual  gain  in  membership 
during  the  two  decades. 

But  1919,  the  year  of  the  Centenary  campaign,  was 
the  one  year  of  loss  among  all  the  twenty.  It  is  perhaps 
not  unfair  to  suggest  that  our  emphasis  upon  the  great 
memorial  of  one  hundred  years  of  missionary  achievement 
absorbed  some  of  the  time  and  thought  and  energy  that 
would  otherwise  have  been  given  to  evangelistic  effort. 
And  1918,  the  year  of  Centenary  preparation,  showed 
a  smaller  gain  and  a  smaller  percentage  of  gain  in  mem¬ 
bership  than  any  other  year  of  the  twenty. 
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Years  of  Greatest  Growth 

But  it  ought  to  be  asked  whether  we  rightly  charge 
these  lean  years  to  Centenary  influence  and,  if  so,  whether 
by  the  same  token  we  ought  not  also  to  credit  to  Centenary 
influence  the  notable  gains  of  1920,  1921,  and  1922.  It 
is  by  no  means  likely  that  the  Centenary  preparations, 
which  in  the  average  congregation  had  not  yet  actively 
begun — certainly  not  until  the  year  1918  was  near  its 
close  and  Conference  reports  had  already  been  made — 
had  any  marked  influence  upon  the  evangelistic  successes 
or  failures  of  that  year.  It  was  the  war  which,  in  1918, 
absorbed  all  our  thoughts  and  prevented  a  larger  meas¬ 
ure  of  evangelistic  success.  And  war-time  epidemics, 
which  piled  up  a  Methodist  death  loss  in  the  United  States 
of  64,847  in  a  single  year,  are  sufficient  to  account  for 
a  net  loss  of  53,710  members  in  1919. 

Two  notable  periods  of  growth  are  to  be  marked  in 
the  above  table:  one  six  years  in  length — 1912-1917 — 
and  the  other  of  three  years  duration — 1920-1922.  The 
same  years  are  to  be  noted  as  peak  years  in  the  statis¬ 
tics  of  membership  increase  in  other  denominations. 

Also  there  have  in  these  twenty  years  been  two  periods 
of  sadly  retarded  growth  or  of  actual  loss :  1918  and  1919, 
already  referred  to  as  the  years  of  America’s  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  World  War  and  of  the  influenza  epidemic ;  and 
1923  to  1926.  The  causes  of  our  present  spiritual  dearth 
we  ought  to  study;  and,  so  far  as  the  fault  is  in  our¬ 
selves,  we  should  remove  those  causes  by  an  honest  re¬ 
pentance  and  renewal  of  consecration  and  faith. 

Little  Pressure  on  Churches  Now 

To  attribute  the  present  retardation  of  growth  ,to 
an  excessive  zeal  in  promoting  the  financial  interests  of 
our  benevolences  is  certainly  not  to  estimate  accurately 
the  facts  of  our  present  church  life.  There  perhaps  never 
was  a  time  when  there  was  less  pressure  from  overhead 
or  from  the  leadership  in  local  churches  than  now.  Pas¬ 
tors  confess  that  with  difficulty  have  they,  after  a  five- 
years’  inactivity  protected  by  a  term  subscription,  re¬ 
turned  to  a  normal  promotion  of  the  benevolence  causes. 
Christian  missions,  it  is  to  be  feared,  are  hardly  mentioned 
in  the  course  of  a  year’s  ministi^  from  all  too  many  pul¬ 
pits.  Official  boards  are  seldom  overzealous  for  “outside 
interests.”  These  four  years  of  evangelistic  ineffective¬ 
ness  have  been  financially  “lean  years”  for  our  benevo¬ 
lences,  and  have  witnessed  a  fateful  drop  of  three  and 
one-third  millions  of  dollars  in  a  single  year.  Methodist 
giving  for  all  purposes,  it  is  true,  has  in  each  of  these 
four  years  exceeded  by  from  seven  to  nine  milUon  dollars 
the  total  giving  of  any  preceding  year;  but  the  increase 
has  gone  into  other  channels — into  finer  church  proper¬ 
ties,  into  a  more  liberal  support  of  the  ministry,  and  into 
other  items  of  local  expense,  or  into  the  support  of  various 
Conference  institutions  and  movements. 

The  Presbyterian  Record 

A  digest  of  Presbyterian  statistics  through  one  hun¬ 
dred  years  has  just  been  prepared  under  the  authority 
and  supervision  and  issued  tinder  the  imprint  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  This  painstak¬ 
ing  and  accurate  study,  which  confers  honor  upon  its 
compiler,  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Weber,  and  which  has  not  been 
paralleled  in  any  other  denomination,  shows  the  years 
1914  to  1916,  as  with  us,  to  have  been  a  period  of  evan¬ 
gelistic  effectiveness  and  of  rapid  growth,  with  the  climax 
in  1916,  and  suggests  that  these  gains  in  Presbyterian 
membership  may  be,  at  least  in  part,  explained  by  the 


revival  campaigns  led  by  Mr.  Sunday.  The  years  1918- 
to  1920  were  a  period  of  actual  loss,  most  marked  in  1919,. 
and  attributed  to  “War  and  Epidemic.”  Nineteen  twenty- 
one,  like  1920  with  us,  was  a  year  of  exceptional  growth,, 
and  the  “New  Era  Movement,”  the  equivalent  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  our  Centenary,  is  suggested  as 
a  possible  explanation  of  this  year’s  gain.  Thus  far  the 
record  in  the  two  communions  is  remarkably  alike.  Too, 
from  1922  to  1926,  with  large  numbers  received  each  year 
on  confessions  of  faith,  the  net  increase  in  Presbyterian 
membership  has  been  relatively  small.  But  here  the  like¬ 
ness  ends.  For,  while  we  have  been  reporting  yearly  mem¬ 
bership  gains  of  five  tenths  to  seven  tenths  of  one  per  cent 
with  a  more  than  thirty-five  per  cent  retreat  in  benevo¬ 
lence  giving,  the  rate  of  increase  in  Presbyterian  mem¬ 
bership  has  ranged  from  1.6  per  cent  in  1924  to  2.4  per 
cent  in  1923  and  1926 ;  and  this  with  no  large  or  perma¬ 
nent  decline  in  gifts  to  Presbyterian  benevolences,  but 
rather  with  an  advance  to  even  higher  levels  than  were 
reached  through  the  New  Era  movement. 

We  sometimes  seek  to  explain  a  lowered  standard  of 
benevolence  giving  in  the  Methodist  Church  by  calling 
attention  to  the  financial  depression  in  agricultural  com¬ 
munities;  and  a  comparison  of  the  giving  in  rural  and 
industrial  Conferences  proves  that,  in  spite  of  our  gen¬ 
eral  prosperity,  the  agricultural  situation  is  a  very  real 
cause  of  lessened  giving  on  the  part  of  a  church  so  largely 
rural  as  our  own.  Or  we  seek  to  divide  responsibility  be¬ 
tween  the  mistakes,  real  or  alleged,  of  a  fallible  leader¬ 
ship  and  the  intemperate  criticism  of  such  mistakes.  But 
I  think  no  one  will  attempt  to  deny  that  the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  cause  of  a  failure  in  missionary  giving  has  been 
psychological — it  is  a  matter  of  spiritual  attitudes. 

May  not  a  decline  in  missionary  passion  and  achieve¬ 
ment  and  a  decline  in  evangelistic  zeal  and  effectiveness 
come  from  a  common  cause?  And  may  we  not  hope  in 
correcting  one  defect  to  contribute  to  the  cure  of  the 
other?  For  is  it  not  true  that  the  church  which  lacks 
in  evangelistic  fervor  and  fruitfulness  cannot  long  main¬ 
tain  a  genuine  missionary  enthusiasm,  and  that  the  church 
which  selfishly  withholds  its  interest  and  gifts  from  world 
evangelism  will  surely  fail  in  its  evangelistic  approach 
to  the  problems  of  its  own  parish? 

CHICAGO,  ILL. 

A  Country  Church 

By  Violet  Alleyn  Storey 

“I  think  God  seeks  this  house,  serenely  white. 

Upon  this  hushed,  elm-bordered  street,  as  one 
With  many  mansions  seeks,  in  calm  delight, 

A  boyhood  cottage  intimate  with  sun. 

“I  think  God  feels  Himself  the  Owner  here. 

Not  just  rich  Host  to  some  self-seeking  throng. 
But  Friend  of  village  folk  who  want  Him  near 
And  offer  Him  simplicity  and  song. 

“No  stained-glass  windows  hide  the  world  from  view. 
And  it  is  well.  The  world  is  lovely  there. 

Beyond  clear  panes,  where  branch-scrolled  skies  look 
through. 

And  fields  and  hills,  in  morning  hours  of  prayer. 

“God  spent  His  youth  with  field  and  hill  and  tree. 
And  Christ  grew  up  in  rural  Galilee.” 

— Good  Housekeeping. 
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Can  China  Adapt  Methodism  to  Meet 

Her  Church  Needs? 

By  Dr.  Ralph  E.  Diffendorfer 


IN  THE  very  nature  of  the  case,  missionary  evangel¬ 
istic  work  had  to  be  opened  up  by  foreigners. 
From  the  Chinese  point  of  view,  the  missionary 
is  sent  from  abroad,  is  paid  from  abroad,  and  brings  with 
him  a  new  message  and  a  strange  plan  for  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  religious  life.  His  message  is  new  and  strange, 
and  one  of  the  chief  problems  of  the  missionary  is  to  share 
with  the  Chinese  those  elements  of  Christian  experience 
which  are  universal  and  to  divest  the  people  and  the  Christ 
from  being  considered  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  West. 

Thus,  in  a  most  fundamental  way,  the  missionary  en¬ 
terprise  is  handicapped  at  the  point  of  making  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  organized  society  of  Christians  known  as  the 
church  to  take  hold  and  become  what  we  call  ‘indigenous.” 

Then,  during  all  these  years  of  pioneering,  each  mis¬ 
sionary  group  has  been  putting  up  its  own  denominational 
machinery,  in  the  process  of  which,  probably  of  necessity, 
the  Chinese  accepted  foreign  support  for  positions  in  a 
foreign  organization.  Our  goal  then  inevitably  was  to 
make  this  procedure  efficient.  As  it  worked  out,  a  for¬ 
eigner  with  a  foreign  plan  and  foreign  money,  himself 
constantly  growing  in  his  own  conceptions  of  his  task, 
was  educating  and  inspiring  the  Chinese  to  catch  up. 

Western  Church  Machinery  in  China 

Thus  we  find  in  China  to-day  the  outward  workings 
of  a  full-fledged  church :  bishops.  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates,  Central  Conference,  Annual  Conferences,  ^District 
Conferences,  district  superintendents.  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ences,  committees,  and  boards — always  reflecting  in  China 
our  own  attempts  to  perfect  this  machine — without  suffi¬ 
cient  regard  to  the  foundations  in  Chinese  life  and  expe¬ 
rience  and  social  structure,  and  certainly  without  consult¬ 
ing  the  Chinese  as  to  whether  or  not  such  a  plan  gives 
them  the  best  opportunity  for  the  expression  of  their  or¬ 
ganized  Christian  life. 

Inexperience,  lack  of  training,  and  our  own  zeal  and 
temperament  possibly  made  necessary  this  particular  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  establishing  of  the  Christian  movement 
in  a  foreign  country.  Certainly  we  Methodists  are  not 
peculiar  in  this  regard.  We  have  all  followed  this  pro¬ 
cedure.  With  us  as  Methodists,  however,  the  very  effi¬ 
ciency  of  our  organization  and  what  we  call  our  connec- 
tional  Methodism  constitute  for  us  a  particular  problem 
in  this  regard. 

Missionaries  Seek  Freedon,  Too 

Our  missionaries  were  constantly  opening  their  hearts 
to  me  in  personal  conferences,  saying  that  our  present 
emphasis  on  making  our  complicated  organizations  suc¬ 
ceed  was  resulting  in  an  unbalanced  missionary  objec¬ 
tive.  They  themselves  are  feeling  that  as  missionaries 
they  are  giving  entirely  too  much  time  to  administrative 
matters,  and  some  of  them  feel  that  they  have  lost  their 
true  missionary  purpose.  They  are  longing  for  some  plan 
by  which,  in  co-operation  with  and  under  the  direction  of 
the  Chinese,  they  can  be  set  free  to  experiment  in  new  lines 
of  work,  to  strengthen  the  churches,  to  open  up  new  fields 
of  endeavor. 


As  long  as  this  church  organization  is  supported  by 
foreign  money  exclusively,  the  Chinese,  of  course,  will 
accept  it.  As  far  as  I  could  discover,  all  of  our  district 
superintendents  in  China  are  Chinese,  the  missionaries 
taking  the  position  of  district  missionaries.  These  Chi¬ 
nese  district  superintendents  are  practically  supported  by 
our  missionary  funds.  They  look  to  the  mission  for  their 
standardized  salaries,  and  have  consequently  less  points 
of  contact  and  sense  of  responsibility  with  their  Chinese 
churches  than  they  might  otherwise  have.  It  may  be  said 
that  this  is  necessary  in  a  stage  in  a  growing  young 
church,  and  that  the  time  may  come  when  the  Chinese 
will  be  able  to  support  not  only  their  ministry,  but  also 
their  district  superintendents  and  their  bishops.  When 
that  time  comes  we  must  be  prepared  to  have  them  ex¬ 
press  their  judgment  as  to  whether  they  desire  to  spend 
their  money  for  these  officers.  Indeed,  at  the  present 
time,  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  the  Chinese  church  would 
have  a  paid  district  superintendency  at  all  if  they  had  to 
support  it. 

Chinese  Bishops  'i 

As  to  Chinese  bishops,  all  of  the  groups  in  Foochow, 
Shanghai,  and  Peking  with  whom  I  discussed  this  matter 
were  unanimous  that  the  time  has  come  when  the  church 
in  China  should  have  Chinese  episcopal  supervision.  It 
would  be  fatal,  however,  for  us  to  think  of  a  Chinese 
bishop  as  a  general  superintendent,  elected  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  and  supported  by  foreign  money.  It 
would  be  equally  fatal  to  try  to  unite  the  Chinese  on  one 
bishop  for  the  North,  the  West,  the  South,  and  Central 
China.  Chinese  episcopal  supervision,  it  is  agreed  by 
all,  should  begin  with  some  modified  form  of  the  episco¬ 
pacy  in  one  or  more  of  these  limited  areas,  a  man 
chosen  by  the  Chinese  themselves  and  supported  by  them, 
with  salaries  and  duties  fixed  in  their  own  legal  Confer¬ 
ences. 

In  other  words,  the  beginnings  of  a  Christian  church 
in  a  non-Christian  country  should  be  simple  in  organiza¬ 
tion,  adapted  to  the  genius  of  the  people,  a  natural  and 
normal  expression  of  their  own  desires,  and  above  every¬ 
thing  else,  there  should  be  plenty  of  allowance  for  such 
modification  and  natural  growth  as  is  possible  among  the 
people  themselves. 

Adapt  to  Chinese  Needs 

In  China,  as  in  India  and  the  Philippine  Islands,  there 
repeatedly  came  up  for  discussion  the  question  of  the 
adaptation  of  our  church  organization  so  as  to  greatly 
reduce  its  overhead  expense,  with  a  larger  emphasis  upon 
an  unpaid  ministry.  It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  such  a 
program  has  a  direct  bearing  upon  our  problem  of  self- 
support  and  upon  the  appropriations  from  this  board 
for  what  we  call  the  work  budget.  The  point  I  desire  to 
make  here  is  that  it  is  hardly  fair  for  us  to  insist  that 
the  Chinese  should  support  an  overhead  church  organi¬ 
zation  which  they  themselves  had  no  part  in  forming, 
and  it  is  equally  clear  that  as  long  as  that  organization 
is  completely  financed  from  abroad  it  will  not  really  take 
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hold  in  the  life  and  consciousness  of  the  Chinese  people. 
Our  problem,  therefore,  seems  to  be  to  permit,  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  action  and  by  constitutional  methods, 
such  adaptations  of  our  temporal  economy  as  will  give 
to  us  a  church  in  China  that  is  a  true  expression  of  the 
genius  of  the  Chinese  people.  Incidentally,  probably  no 


man  in  the  world  would  have  seen  this  more  clearly  and 
have  adopted  it  more  eagerly  than  John  Wesley  himself. 
The  privileges  that  the  Methodists  had  when  they  estab¬ 
lished  their  organization  in  America  in  their  first  General 
Conference  ought  to  be  as  eagerly  granted  by  us  fro  the 
Methodists  of  other  countries. 


An  Appeal  to  the  Ministry  of  Mississippi 


The  colored  women  of  Mississippi,  through  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  State  Federation  of  Colored  Women’s  Clubs, 
are  earnestly  calling  upon  the  ministers  through¬ 
out  the  State,  regardless  of  color,  creed,  or  denomina¬ 
tion,  to  assist  them  in  paying  for  a  Home  for  Delinquents, 
which  they  purchased  near  Clinton.  This  was  formerly 
Mt.  Herman  Seminary,  and  contains  164  acres  of  land 
within  ten  miles  of  Jacjcson,  and  reached  from  that  point 
by  a  paved  road  practically  all  the  way.  It  is  an  ideal 
site  for  a  reform  school,  such  as  it  is  the  plan  to  operate. 
The  buildings  need  repairing,  but  can  be  used  at  once 
for  dormitories,  classrooms,  and  workshops.  It  is  suit¬ 
able  for  farming,  truck  gardening,  and  poultry  raising. 

We  appeal  to  you  because  this  is  a  much  needed  work 
for  humanity.  Nowhere  in  the  whole  State  of  Mississippi 
is  there  a  single  institution  where  a  colored  child  who 
commits  crime  may  be  sent  to  reform.  No  matter 
how  young,  they  must  be  placed  among  hardened  crim¬ 
inals,  and  usually  learn  more  of  crime  than  they  already 
know. 


We  have  seen  the  need  of  a  reformatory  for  the 
criminal  class  of  our  children  for  a  long  time,  but  have 
just  found  an  opportunity  to  secure  at  a  reasonable  cost 
a  suitable  place.  We  believe  that  such  an  institution  will 
be  one  great  means  of  making  better  and  more  law- 
abiding  citizens  of  our  race  as  a  whole. 

The  Mississippi  State  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs 
is  a  chartered  organization,  has  met  the  State  require¬ 
ments,  and  will  be  ready  to  operate  such  a  home  as  soon 
as  the  necessary  funds  are  in  hand. 

Will  you  help  us  by  speaking  of  this  project  from 
your  pulpit,  by  taking  up  a  collection  for  us,  or  by  per¬ 
sonal  donation,  before  October  14,  the  date  set  for  a 
special  drive.? 

Any  interest  you  may  show  in  any  way  will  be  grate¬ 
fully  received.  Send  money  or  write  for  further  informa¬ 
tion  to  M.  F.  Rowan,  financial  secretary,  Alcorn  College, 
Alcorn,  Miss. — E.  B.  Miller,  Yazoo  City,  President;  U. 
J.  Wade-Foster,  Alcorn,  Chairman  of  Board;  M.  M. 
Hubert,  Jackson,  Secretary;  L.  C.  Jefferson,  Treasurer. 


Huntsville  District  Conference 

By  J.  N.  Wallace,  B.D.,  D.D. 


The  Huntsville  District  Conference  is  now  history. 
It  was  held  in  the  mountains  near  Blount  Springs, 
Ala.  The  name  of  the  community  is  Colony.  Here 
we  have  a  large  colony  of  Negroes  who  have  bought  up 
and  held  some  six  or  seven  thousands  acres  of  land.  They 
have  been  here  for  more  than  fifty  years,  or  just  after  the 
signing  of  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation  by  Lincoln. 
A  large  section  of  this  country  has  been  cleared  up  and 
the  people  make  their  living  chiefly  on  farming.  They 
have  some  very  fine  timber  that  could  be  marketed  at  a 
big  profit.  They  have  been  taking  lessons  in  conserva¬ 
tion.  The  houses  they  live  in  are  comfortable  and  suited 
for  farming.  Now  they  have  a  saw  mill,  cotton  gin,  and 
a  grist  mill.  Most  of  the  lumber  used  in  the  community 
is  sawed  here.  Recently  a  $5,000  Rosenwald  School  build¬ 
ing  has  been  erected  near  the  two  churches — Methodist 
and  Baptist.  There  is  a  large  working  vein  of  coal 
under  those  mountains  which  has  been  worked  by  the  Rev. 
E.  G.  Garrett,  once  owner.  This  is  the  only  community 
with  any  representative  number  of  Negroes,  and  the 
county  is  Cullman,  where  a  few  years  ago  prior  to  the 
World  War  there  was  posted  at  Cullman  a  sign,  “Negro, 
do  not  let  the  sun  go  down  on  you  here.”  It  is  a  German 
community.  The  spirit  is  just  a  little  improved.  This 
German  town  suffered  a  little  unsavory  criticism  during 
the  World  War.  This  was  a  lesson.  We  trust  that  other 
towns  will  learn  a  lesson — how  to  entertain  strangers  in 
their  midst.  There  comes  a  reaping  day. 

The  Rosenwald  School  is  a  three-teacher  school,  and. 


by  the  way,  this  county  pays  the  largest  amount  from 
tlie  school  treasurer  of  any  other  county  in  the  State,  I 
am  told.  There  is  just  this  one  Negro  school  here.  There 
are  plenty  of  young  people  here.  A  great  many  have 
migrated  Northward,  but  they  tell  me  that  you  can 
scarcely  miss  them.  We  saw  one  family  with  thirteen 
children.  The  mother  looked  the  picture  of  health,  and 
youth  had  not  as  yet  faded  away  from  her  face.  The 
mothers  brought  their  babies  to  the  church  in  large  num¬ 
bers.  We  enjoyed  hearing  them  cry.  It  is  a  real  treat 
in  these  days  of  race  suicide. 

Well,  we  will  give  you  a  hint  of  just  what  an  enthu¬ 
siastic  time  we  had  in  these  mountains  among  an  unusu¬ 
ally  intelligent  people  in  the  rurals.  The  Rev.  J.  W. 
Whitfield  is  the  hustling  and  lively  superintendent  of  this 
district.  He  is  very  popular  among  his  men.  We  were 
all  present  save  one.  There  was  a  large  delegation  com¬ 
ing  from  all  points  in  North  Alabama.  There  was  an 
air  of  good  fellowship  throughout  the  Conference.  There 
was  no  grouchiness,  no  worrjdng  or  milling  where  the  men 
would  likely  land  next  year;  there  was  an  air  of  con¬ 
fidence  that  all  would  be  well.  This  is  the  kind  of  spirit 
our  district  superintendent  creates  or  carries.  We  were 
favored  with  the  presence  of  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Williams  and 
his  amiable  wife  the  first  day,  Tuesday.  He  preached  a 
very  able  sermon,  and  his  wife,  the  president  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  of  Central  Alabama 
Conference,  spoke  of  her  work.  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  repre¬ 
senting  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief,  and  the  Rev. 
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Wm.  Jones,  of  Board  of  Sunday  Schools,  were  there  with 
inspiring  messages  about  their  work. 

The  Conference  was  organized  with  the  following  offi¬ 
cers  :  L.  G.  Fidds,  secretary ;  Miss  Clara  D.  Griffith,  as¬ 
sistant  secretary;  A.  D.  Moon,  statistician;  J.  N.  Wal¬ 
lace,  to  report  to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate. 
The  men  preaching  during  the  Conference  were:  J.  S. 
Carter,  A.  P.  Sumter,  A.  D.  Moon,  Arthur  Jones,  A.  R. 
Matthews,  T.  A.  Barnes,  J.  W.  Thomas,  J.  W.  Whitfidd, 
V.  D.  Oatman.  The  reports  of  pastors  and  delegates 
showed  an  increase  over  last  year.  Some  $200  over  last 
year  was  reported  on  World  Service;  Area  Council  ex¬ 
pense,  $75;  Pensions  and  Relief,  $65.  The  pastors  have 


been  paid  above  last  year  despite  the  stringency  of  the 
times  in  these  parts.  James  Carter  and  Arthur  Jones, 
having  passed  in  their  studies,  were  recommended  for  ad¬ 
mission  on  trial  in  the  Annual  Conference. 

Cedar  Grove  Church  was  selected  as  the  seat  of  the 
next  District  Conference.  The  Rev.  A.  D.  Moon  is  the 
enterprising  pastor.  Dr.  A.  W.  McKinney  delivered  a 
very  illuminating  address  on .  “Sanitation  and  Health — 
Some  of  Our  Most  Deadly  Enemies  to  Sanitation.”  The 
writer  represented  the  Southwestern  before  a  large  con¬ 
gregation  of  our  folks  and  of  the  other  race — white  folks. 
The  subjects  discussed  showed  preparation  and  pains¬ 
taking. 


Topeka  District  Conference 


IT  WAS  a  high 
day  for  Meth¬ 
odists  and '  the 
people  generally  of 
that  interesting  little 
town  of  Armourdale, 

Kans.,  when  the  To¬ 
peka  District  Confer¬ 
ence  held  its  sessions 
there  from  June  28  to 
July  3.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  was  guest  of  Ep- 
worth  Church,  of 
which  the  Rev.  A. 

Gamble  is  the  ener¬ 
getic  pastor.  As  the 
Methodist  membership 
is  relatively  small  in 
the  community.  Pastor  Gamble,  by  wise  planning  and 
careful  management,  succeeded  in  giving  fine  hospitality 
to  the  largest  delegation  that  the  Topeka  District  had 
ever  assembled.  Splendid  co-operation  was  given  by  the 
Baptists  of  the  community,  who  loaned  their  cozy  little 
church  structure  for  the  Conference  sessions.  With  all 
the  pastors  present  save  two  or  three,  it  was  pronounced 
easily  the  largest  and  best  session  of  the  district’s  history. 

Bishop  Matthew  W.  Clair  and  wife  were  the  chief  visi¬ 
tors  of  the  occasion.  On  Thursday  evening  the  bishop,  in 
whose  (ffiScial  territory  the  Conference  belongs,  addressed 
a  crowded  house  of  members  of  the  Conference  and  citi¬ 
zens.  The  bishop’s  presentation  of  his  African  work  was 
an  inspiration  to  the  entire  community.  Mrs.  Clair  also 
brought  greetings  and  well  wishing  to  the  Conference. 


On  Friday  night  the  editor  of  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate  presented  that  cause. 

The  usual  routine  work  of  the  Conference  was  given 
detailed  consideration  in  his  usual  thorough  way  by  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  D.  G.  Franklin.  The  active,  intel¬ 
ligent  participation  of  the  young  people  of  the  district 
was  an  object  of  frequent  remark  by  visitors.  Women’s 
work  through  official  representatives  of  the  Women’s 
Missionary  Societies — Home  and  Foreign — and  of  the 
Ladies’  Aid  was  construdtively  discussed  with  practical 
suggestions  for  its  extension  and  efficiency. 

In  most  pleasing  contrast  to  holding  the  Conference 
in  a  borrowed  chapel  was  the  Sunday  afternoon  of  July 
3,  when  Armourdale  citizens — color^  and  white,  of  aU 
denominations — ^asaembled  in  outdoor  exercises  at  the 
prominent  comer  on  which  the  new  Epworth  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  to  be  erected  in  Armourdale.  This 
was  a  day  of  great  rejoicing  because  the  ceremonies  of 
laying  the  comer  stone  of  the  new  stmeture  were  being 
held.  District  Superintendent  Franklin  presided.  Dr. 
Fred  Benson,  pastor  of  our  white  church,  made  the  prin¬ 
cipal  address.  Editor  L.  H.  King  also  spoke.  The 
grand  master  of  Masons  of  the  State  of  Kansas  laid  the 
comer  stone  with  impressive  ceremonies.  When  com¬ 
pleted  the  church  will  present  a  most  pleasing  appearance 
and  will  accommodate  the  varied  activities  of  a  modem 
church  adapted  to  community  needs.  The  basement  is 
of  stone  and  the  superstructure  will  consist  of  brick,  stone 
trimmed.  This  project  is  a  monument  to  the  devotion 
of  a  loyal  people  and  an  enterprising  pastor.  It  marks 
one  of  the  multiplying  milestones  of  progress  being  set  up 
in  the  development  of  that  far  western  section  of  the 
Covington  Area. 


Rev.  A.  Gamble 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


IrauTATnurAL  Si 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
ELIJAH  ON  THE  MOUNT 

FOURTH  QUARTER.  LESSON  I.  OCTOBER  2 


Scripture  Letton — 1  Kings  18. 

General  Introduction.  We  said  that  the 
period  of  the  united  monarchy  was  a  time 
when  the  church  controlled  the  state  or  when 
the  preaidiers  (prc^hets)  had  the  largest  in¬ 
fluence  over  the  Ungs.  The  period  whi(^ 
we  are  now  beginning,  that  of  the  divided 
monarchy,  was  a  time  of  perpetual  warfare 
between  the  church  and  state,  when  the  odds 
sometimes  /avored  the  preachers,  but  usually 
the  king.  .This  flght  caused  or  resulted  in  a 
division  among  the  preachers.  Those  who 
were  not  wUlh^  to  suffer  for  the  right  laid 
down  the  sword  of  God  and  took  up  the 
sword  of  the  king.  'Hiese  are  come  to  be 
known  as  “false  prophets.”  Those  with  the 
courage  of  God  who  would  not  acknowledge 
themselves  defeated,  although  in  most  cases 


God  would  eventually  triumph,  even  if  to  do 
so  He  must  destroy  the  natiims — these  are 
known  as  the  “true  prophets.”  One  of  the 
finest  things  about  them 'is  the  courage  and 
faith  with  which  they  persevered  in  the  flght 
for  God  wihen  frequently  they  had  to  flsrht 


but  the  true  prophets  were  too  independent 
of  outward  circumstances  to  be  thus  ccm- 
trolled.  With  the  divided  chur<^  fighting  it¬ 
self,  the  state  chuckled  and  increased  in  un¬ 
godly  strength;  for  the  people  also  became 
divided  in  sentiments  corresponding  to  the 
division  of  their  preachers. 

The  fight  of  these  pri^bets  was  a  flght  for 
an  increasingly  high  spiritual,  moral,  and  so¬ 
cial  idealism  in  religdon.  The  kings,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  and  tbe  false  prophets  ca¬ 
tered  to  the  natural  superstition  and  tendency 
toward  idolatry  of  an  unreflective  people. 
Of  course,  they  could  usually  count  on  the 
moral  support  of  the  public  in  general.  And 
of  course,  the  influence  of  the  cause  of  God 
had  to  wane.  The  Christian  diurch  is  to-day 
faced  with  a  similar  situation,  and  due  to  thie 
same  causes.  Our  lessons  for  the  quarter  will 
be  but  illustrations  of  the  facts  and  truths 
brought  out  in  this  introduction. 

Eiljah  vs.  Ahab.  It  is  said  that  the  king¬ 
dom  was  divided  because  of  the  idolatry  of 
Solomon  in  his  old  age.  But  the  man  who 
was  used  to  divide  it  out-Solomoned  Solomon. 
He  estaUished  two  national  places  of  wor¬ 
ship,  but  at  comparatively  little  expense. 
And  to  make  these  places  more  attractive 
to  his  people  than  the  temple  worship  in  Je¬ 
rusalem,  he  establi^ied  idolatry  as  the  na¬ 
tional  worship.  This  appealed  so  strongly 
to  the  naturally  idcdatrous  inclinations  of  ^e 
peoffle,  in  contrast  to  the  more  spiritual  and 
cultur^  worship  of  the  temple,  that  in  spite 
of  the  frequent  and  vicdent  changes  of 
dynasties  with  the  encouragement  of  the 
prophets  of  God,  no  king  after  he  had  dis¬ 
placed  his  idolatrous  predecessor  considered 
it  wise  p<ditics  to  try  to  destroy  this  idcflatry. 
Wherein  they  did  not  play  the  hands-off 
policy  toward  it,  they  laid  both  hands  on  to 
increase  it. 

Ahab  outdid  all  six  of  his  predecessors  in 
idolatry.  Solomon  had  established  ididatry 
in  his  capital  for  his  Egyptian  wife.  But 
Ahab  was  not  satisfied  <;^th  a  new  kind  of 
idolatry  for  his  Sidonian  wife,  but  tried  to 
make  his  wife’s  religion  the  orthodox  re- 
li^on  of  the  nation.  He  flooded  his  capital 
w^  ministers  of  the  new  religion  and  tried 
to  rid  It  of  ^1  the  former  u^nisters.  One 
prophet  had  in  vain  denounced  the  idolatry 
of  Jeroboam,  and  another  had  condemned  it. 
Jehu  had  condemned  the  idolatry  of  Baasha. 
Of  course,  there  were  very  many  false  proph¬ 
ets  who  lacked  the  courage  to  oppose  an3rtfadng 
tbe  king  had  done  or  desired  to  do  (1  Kings 
22;  2  Chron.  18);  but  there  were  as  least 


two  true  prophets  who  did  not  hesitate  to 
declare  their  convictions  on  any  public  policy 
— Micaiali,  when  solicited  from  without,  and 
Elijah,  when  impelled  from  within  whether 
solicited  from  without  or  not.  It  is  this 
characteristic  of  Elijah  which  places  him  in 
a  class  by  himself  among  the  prophets  of  his 
day.  He  did  not  merely  regret  the  evil  con¬ 
duct  of  a  king.  And  he  did  not  merely  an¬ 
nounce  the  punishment  when  it  was  too  late 
for  amends  to  be  made.  But  he  stubbornly, 
and  without  mincing  words,  denounced  the 
evil  of  the  king  to  the  king’s  face.  And  he 
tried  to  redeem  the  king  from  his  evil  be¬ 
fore  it  was  too  late  to  repent.  He  was  the 
true  successor  to  Samuel,  but  at  a  time  When 
the  prophet  is  without  much  influence  over  the 
king.  This  characteristic  also  made  him  ap¬ 
pear  a  presumptuous  meddler,  a  giver  of 
advice  when  his  advice  was  not  sought,  and 
when  he  was  considered  no  part  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  affairs.  Elijah  had  a  higher 
conception  of  the  duty  of  a  preacher  of  right¬ 
eousness  than  any  of  bis  cohtemporary  breth¬ 
ren.  And  it  is  this  characteristic  of  him  that 
brought  him  into  conflict  with  the  king. 

Ahab  was  a  weak  personality.  The  king 
of  Judah  led  him  like  a  lad.  And  Jezebu 
led  him  like  a  child.  He  was  no  leader,  but 
disposed  to  be  led  by  anyone  who  should 
have  the  stronger  influence.  Elijah  was  one 
of  the  strongest  personalities.  No  one  could 
lead  him  but  God.  He  was  the  bom  leader 
who  knew  when  to  advance  and  when  to  re¬ 
treat.  Jezebel  bad  fine  abilities  for  leader¬ 
ship  if  She  had  not  been  the  most  unscrapu- 
lous  of  the  unscrupulous.  'What  if  she  had 
become  converted  to  Jehovah!  Not  only 
would  she  have  had  the  courage  to  destroy  the 
idcdatry  of  Jeroboamism,  but  she  would  have 
kept  out  every  other  form  of  idolatry.  For 
strength  of  will  and  force  ofpersonality  she 
was  no  second  to  Elijah.  The  weak  Ahab 
was  between  these  two  strong  personalities. 
He  saw  Elijah  only  occasionally;  but  he  was 
with  Jezebel  always.  Were  it  not  for  this 
fact,  Elijah  would  easily  have  controlled  him 
for  good.  His  flght  against  Ahabism  was 
really  a  flght  against  Jezebelism.  Ahab  was 
simply  the  stubborn  monstrosity  which  was 
the  result  of  his  desire  to  appear  absolute 
in  the  eyes  of  the  public  while  he  was  fully 
conscious  of  bis  natural  weakness.  Seeing 


that  his  wife,  in  whose  ability  he  had  trusted, 
could  not  conquer  lUlJah,  Elijah  finally 
brought  him  to  his  senses-^ut  too  late  (1 
Kings  21.  20-29). 

aABf  HUSTON  COLLEOZ. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lesson  for  Sundat,  October  2,  1927 

“When  all  the  people  saw  it,  they  fell  on 
their  faces” 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  world  is  in  confusion  regarding  God. 
There  are  so  many  gods  that  to  the  un¬ 
schooled  mind  the  question  is.  Who  is  God? 
There  was  one  man  in  Israel  who  had  no 
doubt,  and  felt  sure  that  he  could  prove 
that  he  was  God  before  all  Israel.  He  offered 
a  challenge  to  the  prophets  of  Baal  that  if 
they  would  offer  a  sacrifice  to  Baal,  he  would 
offer  one  to  Jehovah,  and  the  God  answering 
with  fire  should  be  God.  The  prophets  of 
Baal  had  the  first  opportunity,  as  to  time 
and  choice  of  place.  They  did  their  best, 
but  no  answer  came. 

Aj  the  evening  drew  on,  Elijah  rebuilt  the 
altar  of  God  wldch  has  been  torn  down,  and 
that  there  might  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of 
any,  he  dug  trenches  on  each  side  the  altar 
and  filled  them  full  of  water,  and  poured 
the  water  over  the  wood  and  tbe  sacrifice, 
so  that  spontaneous  combustion  would  be  im¬ 
possible,  neither  could  a  fire  be  kindled  by 
any  sleight-of-hand.  The  fires  of  Jehovah 
alone  co^d  imite  and  consume  the  sacrifice. 
He  was  not  disappointed.  The  fire  fell,  and 
all  the  people  said,  “Jehovah,  he  is  God.” 

In  every  day,  and  in  every  land  where 
there  is  uncertainty,  a  positive  demonstration 
of  God’s  power  is  what  is  needed  to  con¬ 
vince  the  people  that  Jehovah  is  God.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  must  be  people  of  positive  faith  or 
there  is  no  need  for  them  in  the  foreign  field. 
The  people  will  quickly  recognize  one  who 
is  positive  that  he  knows  God  and  that  God 
will  answer  with  fire  and  power  when  called 
upon.  A  prophet  with  clear  conviction  can 
meet  a  whole  mob  of  false  prophets  and  put 
them  to  flight  in  any  conquest  which  calls 
for  faith.  1 

The  missionary  must  be  able  to  distinguish' 
clearly  between  Christianity  and  other  re¬ 
ligions  so  that  all  the  people  can  see  the  differ¬ 
ence.  Elijah’s  demonstration  showed  the 
difference.  In  some  way  we  must  show  the 
people  of  other  faiths,  and  no  faith,  in  every 
land  that  Jehovah  is  God.  We  can  show  this 
by  our  faith,  by  our  ideals,  by  the  obedient 
service  we  render,  and  the  confidence  we  have 
in  success.  Let  the  people  anywhere  see  evi¬ 
dence  of  God  in  His  answer  to  prayer,  and 
they  will  fall  on  their  faces  before  Him. 

GAMMON  SEMINART. 


Epworth  League  Topic 


OCTOBER  2 


By  A.  H.  Beardsley 


FIVE  SNOBS 

(Luke  18.  9-M;  Rom.  12.  8) 


Jesus  hated  Pharisaism  because  it  made 
snobs  of  folks.  It  spoiled  the  personality  of 
otherwise  good  people.  The  emphasis  of 
Pharisaism  was  on  what  a  person  did  re¬ 
ligiously.  Perfection  was  to  be  gained  by 
perfectly  keeping  the  religious  precepts  to 
the  minutest  detail.  Life  silently  became  a 
contest  as  to  who  could  best  keep  the  law. 

Constantly  examining  one’s  behavior  to  see 
if  there  were  any  flaws  developed  an  attitude 
of  mind  which  looked  for  flaws  everywhere, 
not  only  in  one’s  own  life,  but  in  that  of 
others.  Instead  of  seeing  the  good  in  folks, 
Pharisaism  tended,  because  of  its  emphasis, 
to  see  only  faults.  Faults  became  magnified. 
Striving  to  overcome  the  smallest  fault  in 
life  tended  to  become  a  fault-finding  and 
fault-correcting  proposition.  _ 


The  reverse  of  such  an  emphasis  was  to 
be  proud  of  all  righteousness  attained,  and 
constantly  to  compare  one’s  righteousness 
with  that  of  others.  It  became  easy  to  glorify 
their  own  attainments  and  so  to  exalt  them* 
r  Ives. 

Snobbishness  tends  to  develop  whenever 
extreme  emphasis  is  put  on  one  aspect  of 
life.  The  Pharisee  placed  extreme  emphasis 
on  keeping  religious  law.  Society  people  be¬ 
come  sncmbish  whenever  they  put  extreme 
emphasis  on  social  standing.  Others  become 
snobbish  by  an  over-emphasis  on  ancestry. 
Other  things  which  are  often  over-emphasized 
are  financial  standing,  culture,  race,  national¬ 
ity,  religion,  special  talents.  Snobbishness  also  I 
tends  to  grow  out  of  centering  life  in  one¬ 
self.  Self-centered  people  see  everything 
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from  the  standpoint  of  how  It  is  going  to 
affect  them  personally.  They  are  religious  to 
save  their  own  souls.  Their  life  takes  on  un¬ 
due  importance  because  it  is  made  the  center 
of  the  universe. 

Snobbish  people  never  see  themselves  as 
they  really  are,  because  they  alw^s  see  them¬ 
selves  from  one  angje.  The  Pharisees  of 
Jesus  time  saw  the  success  with  which  the 
religious  law  was  kept,  but  failed  to  see  how 
hard  were  their  hearts  and  how  wrongly  they 
were  related  to  other  people  and  to  God. 
Seeing  oneself  from  one  angle  is  to  mAlr*. 
a  person  practically  blind.  Snobbish  people 
tend  to  think  of  God  as  being  interested  only 


m  the  things  in  which  they  are  interested. 
Ttey  nUss  entirely  the  large,  rich  life  which 
God  might  share  with  them  if  they  would 
only  let  Him.  The  God  of  the  Pharisees 
was  a  bookkeeper  interested  only  In  setting 
down  when  people  kept  the  church  law  and 
when  they  failed.  By  so  doing  they  failed 
evt  1  to  recognise  the  goodness  of  God  as  it 
lived  in  their  midst,  in  the  life  and  person 
of  Jesus.  Snobbishness  is  always  anti-social. 
Friendship  cannot  be  developed  in  self-cen¬ 
tered  persons,  nor  can  it  be  developed  on  a 
narrow,  one-sided  emphasis.  People  live  to¬ 
gether  ^st  as  they  find  large,  abiding  inter- 
csts  which  call  for  their  best  loyalty. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Philadelphia,  Miss.— Mt.  Zion  Church:  We 
nave  just  closed  a  wonderful  revival  at  this 

Ward,  our  pastor  at 
.Mt.  Rose,  conducted  our  meeting.  Twelve 
members  were  added  to  the  chur^  and  $103 
was  raised.  Come  again.  Brother  Ward,  we 
are  always  glad  to  have  you  with  us. — Rev. 
F.  L.  Woods,  Pastor;  E.  Jackson,  Reporter. 

Beafon  Newlight  Methodist  Episco- 

pal  Church:  We  wish  to  inform  our  many 
friends  that  Mrs,  L/ucy  Venable  is  yet  on 
the  sick  list  at  the  present  time  and  is  im- 
proving  very  slowly.  We  ask  the  kind  friends 
ker  speedy  and  complete  recovery. 
The  Jennings  family,  of  this  community,  gave 
an  elaborate  dinner  which  164  persons  at¬ 
tended  besides  the  family.  This  affair  will 
long  be  remembered  by  ithose  who  were  pres- 
f*'t. — A.  B.  Venable,  Pastor. 

Cade,  La. — St.  Vincent  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  The  stewards  and  trustees  gave  a 
box  supper,  and  the  pastor  ran  a  week’s 
campmeeting,  in  wWoh  $31.16  was  raised  to 
•  pay  on  the  old  debt.  The  pastor  had  the 
■Bev.  A.  G.  MaGruder  to  help  him  for  three 
wnights.  God  bless  our  pastor  for  his  great 
leaders'hip.  Our  church  is  moving  on  nicely. 
On  Sunday  night  the  church  was  crowded, 
and  the  pastor  closed  with  a  great  sermon. 
All  were  made  happy  who  heard  him.— Rev. 
A.  W.  Johnson,  Pastor;  J.  McDaniel,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Handsboro,  Miss.— On  the  third  Sunday  in 
July  we  had  a  joyful  time  at  Riley’s  Chapel 
Methodist  £/piscopal  Church,  especially  at 
the  three  o’dock  hour.  The  Rev.  Rembert 
and  his  congregation  from  Biloxi  were  with 
us  and  assisted  greatly  in  our  effort.  A  won¬ 
derful  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev 
Jolly.  We  also  had  with  us  Mrs.  R.  E.  Jones! 
the  wife  of  Bishop  Jones,  and  one  of  the 
deaconesses  of  the  missionary  department, 
who  gave  to  us  a  very  interesting  lecture.  A 
delicious  dinner  was  served  by  the  sisters  of 
Riley  Chapel.— Edward  Smith,  Reporter. 

Ctarksdale,  Miss. — The  Sunday-school  con¬ 
vention  of  the  Clarksdale  District  convened 
at  Nebo  Church,  Shdlmound  circuit,  August 
24,  with  the  district  Sunday^hool  presi^nt. 
Rev.  P.  H.  Jackson,  presiding.  At  8.30  A.  M. 
he  delivered  his  morning  message  which  he 
jSo  ^wonderfully  prepared;  subject, 
Iveadership,  after  which  able  message  the 
business  of  the  convention  was  taken  up  and 
disposed  of.  All  charges  on  the  district  were 
represented.  Excdlent  papers  were  read. 
Sunday.«chool  collection,  $300.  At  11  A,  M. 
the  sermon  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  A.  A. 
Marsh.  His  message  was  filled  with  the  Spirit 
and  all  present  were  made  to  feel  clad.- 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Cole,  Secretary.  1 

OIrnmora,  La.— The  writer  was  glad  to  be  i 
Chosen  as  reporter  from  among  our  memiber-  1 
*hip  here  at  our  great  Sim  Jones  Methodist  1 
episcopal  Church,  which  was  organised  July  i 
^  1927,  by  our  noble  pastor  of  Oakdale,  La'  1 
Po  the  person  of  the  Rev.  P.  M,  Jones.  We  i 
must  say  that  he  is  a  great  asset  to  our  i 
Church  here.  He  got  in  touch  with  the  well-  i 
mown  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sim  Jones,  the  Tadmevs,  ] 


Dixons,  Sister  Nellie  Thomas,  Mrs.  Geraldine 
Davis,  Mr.  J.  Thimes,  Mr.  C.  C.  Oheatum,  and 
a  number  of  others,  and  they  have  become 
members  of  our  church.  Mr.  Sim  Jones  and 
his  wife  deeded  a  lot  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
I  copal  Church,  valued  at  -$260.  This  was  se- 
:  cured  through  the  effort  of  the  Rev.  P.  M. 

■  Jones.  The  future  of  our  church  looks 
'  bright  in  this  town,  with  the  Rev.  Jones  as 
our  leader.  We  see  no  failure.  Pray  for  our 
success.  Mrs.  Cora  Tadmey,  Reporter. 

Camparapet,  La.— On  the  28th  of  August 
we  had  a  glorious  barbecue  and  religious  rally 
at  our  church.  We  were  blessed  with  the 
pr^ence  of  many  distinguisihed  societies  and 
visitors.  Dr,  Heath,  superintendent  of  Flint- 
GoodridK  Hospital;  and  Dr.  Kriege,  presi¬ 
dent  of  New  Orleans  College,  were  with  us- 
also  the  Morning  Star  Benevolent  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Merrv-Go-Round  Pleasure  Club,  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Tabernacles  Lodge  No.  1, 
The  Universal  Negro  Improvement  Associa¬ 
tion,  members  of  various  churches  of  New 
Orleans,  St.  Paul  African  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  Morning  Star  Baptist,  Haven 
Memorial,  and  others.  We  must  say  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  five  years’  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  S. 
J.  Jackson  we  have  accomplished  many 
things.  Everything  is  in  perfect  shape,  and 
for  the  return  of  our  pastor. 

H,  Clark,  Roy  Steward,  Reporters. 

Marshalltown,  Iowa — ^August  21  was  a 
liigh  day  for  Morrow’s  Chapel.  The  stewards 
gave  a  rally  for  the  pastor ;  the  men  were 
asked  to  pay  $6  and  the  women  $2.  The 
pastor  divided  the  membership  into  four 
groups,  with  a  captain  for  each  group.  Club 
No.  1,  Mrs.  Mary  Burton,  captain,  W 
M.  Burton,  $3;  A.  Parker,  $2;  Leola  GHliam, 
$7.46;^  total,  $14,46.  No.  2,  Clara  Leonard, 
®'**^on,  $1;  entertainment, 
$8.20;  total,  $11.20.  No.  3,  Samuel  Morrow, 
captain,  $6;  Amy  Morrow,  $2;  Elisabeth  Bur¬ 
ton,  $2;  Willie  Burton,  $6;  Basley  Howard, 
$8;  total,  $17.  No.  4,  E.  Morrow,  captain, 
$6;  B.  Morrow,  $1;  L.  Morrow,  $2;  A.  Mor- 
row,  $3;  E.  Williams,  $1;  S.  Brown,  $1;  B. 
Dobbins,  $1;  M,  Warn,  60c;  total,  $14.60; 
grand  total  raised  for  pastor’s  support, 
^7.16.  We  are  struggling  'very  hard  at 
Marshalltown  iwith  a  small  membership.  We 
ask  the  prayers  of  the  various  charges  to 
help  us  as  we  struggle  along  the  way. — C.  N. 
Wright,  Pastor;  E.  A.  Morrow,  Reporter. 

Wmbom,  The  St.  Mary  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church,  on  the  Potts  Camp  charge, 
is  still  alive  along  all  lines.  Our  pastor  se¬ 
cured  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Jones  for  our  revival 
services.  Bro.  Jones  preached  strong  ser¬ 
mons  throughout  the  entire  week,  and  the  , 
church  was  greatly  revived  and  strengthened. 
Five  precious  souls  were  converted  and  added 
to  the  churcli.  At  the  close  of  the  revival 
Bro.  Jones  was  paid  a  handsome  sum  for 
liis  services.  A  storm  struck  the  church  and  ( 
left  on  the  table  many  pounds  of  choice  gro-  i 
ceries  for  the  pastor  and  family.  Included  I 
in  the  storm  were  also  a  nice  shirt,  socks,  ' 
handkerchiefs,  and  everything  to  gladden  the  I 
hearts  of  the  pastor  and  family.  The  pastor 
in  a  few  choice  and  fitting  words  expressed  i 
his  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  token  of  love  i 
for  him.  Our  pastor  is  working  hard  to  i 
finish  remodeling  our  church.  When  finished  1 
it  will  be  second  to  none  in  the  district.  The  t 
Rev.  G.  Orange  is  our  pastor.  We  ask  the  1 


[•  prayers  of  the  church  for  our  continued  suc- 
h  cess. — A.  B.  Mormon,  Reporter. 

g  Lebanon,  Tsnn.— Pickett  Chapel  is  still 
-.  alive.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Satterfield  was  at  his 
I  best  on  Sunday  and  preached  a  soul-stirring 
j  sermon.  The  subject  of  bis  text  was,  "Christ 
t  Is  Our  Living  Example.”  There  was  a  large 
,  number  to  commune.  Too  much  cannot  be 
I  said  of  our  good  pastor.  Two  yeare  ago 

_  when  the  Rev.  Satterfield  came  here,  we  were 
J  much  discouraged,  but  at  this  writing  we  have 
.  had  more  than  thirty  converts,  with  twenty- 
five  additions  to  our  church.  Our  Sunday 
school  and  Rpwortb  Learae  have  made  great 
progress,  and  every  auxlMary  has  done  a  won- 
derf^  work  this  year.  As  the  brethren  of 
the  Nashville  District  know,  we  did  all  in  our 
power  to  make  it  pleasant  for  them  at  our 
District  Conference,  and  we  feel  that  their 
coming  to  us  has  made  us  stronger.  We 
thank  Bishop  Clair  and  our  ex-district  su- 
j  perintendent.  Dr.  J.  C.  SherriU,  for  their 
[  kindness  in  sending  to  us  sudi  a  strong  man, 

-  and  we  wish  to  have  him  return  for  another 
y®®J-  P*'®y  that  we  m^  continue  upward. 
— Mrs.  A.  L.  Anderson,  Reporter. 

DeSoto,  Mo. — St,  John’s  Methodist  Epis- 
I  copal  Church  was  the  center  of  attraction 
I  from  August  24  through  the  28tb,  the  ses- 
siOT  of  the  St.  Louis  District  being  held  at 
that  time.  It  was  said  by  those  who  have 
attended  the  Conference  for  years  that  it  was 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  dis¬ 
trict.  Ninety-eight  preachers  and  delegates 
were  registered.  Every  day  was  rich  in  its 
output.  The  sermons,  discussions,  and  even 
reports  were  of  high  caliber.  The  choir  of 
ten  persons,  Iwaded  by  Mrs.  Mary  Thompson 
and  Mrs.  Susie  Seals,  rendered  most  excellent 
music.  Saturday  evening  the  musicale  was 
grand.  Sunday,  the  fifth  day,  was  no  less 
interesting  because  the  spirit  did  not  wane. 
Services  were  largely  attended;  car  loads 
from  Potosl,  Festus,  and  Farmington,  Mo., 
arrived  in  time  for  morning  services.  The 
Conference  adjourned  about  6  P.  M.,  Sun¬ 
day,  to  meet  next  year  at  Spring^eld,  Ill. 
The  pastor  and  .membership  are  happy.  Be¬ 
sides  leaving  a  halo  of  spirituality,  the  Con¬ 
ference  meant  $337.16  to  the  local  church. 
Truly  we  were  glad  this  august  group  of 
men  and  women  stopped  by  DeSoto  for  these 
five  days.  We  forecast  a  lifted  horison  for 
our  church  this  year  and  years  to  follow.— 
Reporter. 

Fayette,  Mo.— Ihe  rally  at  St.  Paul 
Church,  Sunday,  September  4,  was  a  success 
in  point  of  attendance,  ^iritual  blessings, 
and  financial  achievement.  The  membership 
was  divided  into  three  clubs  and  each  en¬ 
joyed  the  leadership  of  a  captain  that  knew 
no  failure.  The  pulpit  was  graced  with  two 
visiting  ministers  and  the  pews  with  visitors 
from  Armstrong,  New  Franklin,  HiUdale, 
and  Kansas  City.  The  11  o’clock  message 
was  delivered  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  Spencer 
Ray,  Jr.;  subject,  “The  Tactics  of  the  Devil” 
(Job.  1.  11).  This  was  the  kind  of  sermon 
that  clears  the  head  and  warms  the  heai-t. 
The  afternoon  message  was  deliver^  by  the 
Rev.  C.  G.  Glasple,  of  Sturgeon,  Mo.;  sub¬ 
ject,  “The  Christian  Race  Track”  (Heb.  12. 
1).  This  was  the  red-letter  service  of  the 
day.  Both  tears  and  dollars  fell  freely  at 
this  hour.  The  8  o’clock  sermon  was  deliv¬ 
ered  by  the  Rev.  Prof.  Cole,  of  Armstrong, 
Mo.;  subject,  “Be  Strong”  (Eph.  6.  10).  This 
sermon  was  the  fruit  of  a  trained  mind.  The 
clubs  reported  as  follows:  Club  No.  1,  Mrs. 

P.  H.  Bly,  captain,  $104.76;  No.  2,  Mr.  Jas. 
Witt,  captain,  $130.10;  No.  3.  Mrs.  Rosie 
Cravens,  captain,  $198.10;  total,  $432.96.  “AU 
things  are  possible  to  him  that  bdieves.”— 
Prof.  A.  Cravens,  Reporter. 

Aberdeen,  Mi*#.- Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  on  this  charge  is  still  rejoic¬ 
ing  over  the  revival  meetings  which  was  held 
here  for  one  week.  The  prayer  meetings 
were  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  H.  Buchannon, 
knd  on  the  14th  of  August  our  pastor.  Rev. 

W.  B.  Rogers,  came  to  us  with  a  burning 
message  both  day  and  night.  On  Monday 
night  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Brown,  the  pastor  of 
Amory  circuit,  came  to  be  with  us  during 
the  meeting.  The  llev.  Brown  preached  from 
the  .-following  texts;  Monday  night.  Rev,  8. 

18;  Tuesday  night,  Isa.  6.  8;  Wedhraday  - 
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night,  Luke  IS.  18;  Thursday  night,  Rev.  1.  7 ; 
Friday  night,  2  Cor.  6.  1.  Daring  the  five- 
nigbbr  meeting  six  were  added  to  the  diurch. 
Friday  was  a  Ugh  day;  our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Rogers,  and  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Brown  baptized 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  T.  Blanchard’s  three  chU- 
dren.  We  always  wdcome  the  Rev.  Brown 
to  Mt.  Zion,  for  he  is  loved  by  both  members 
and  friends,  as  evidenced  by  the  many  gifts 
presented  to  him  at  the  close  of  the  meet¬ 
ing.  We  afe  also  proud  of  our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Rogers,  who  is  an  ardent  worker  and 
has  the  <murch  at  heart.  He  is  working  hard 
to  make  the  charge  what  it  ought  to  be. 
The  collection  during  the  five  nights  amounted 
to  $29.18. — Miss  Sophronia  Hatch,  Reporter. 

Peldkatehie,  Mi$t. — We  wish  to  inform  the 
general  church  that  Sunday,  Aurast  28,  was 
a  high  day  with  Little  Zion  Memodist  Epis- 
ccpS  Church  at  this  place.  At  least  2,000 
persons  were  in  the  church  and  on  the  lawn 
to  witness  the  cornerstone  laying  for  the 
new  Little  Zion.  The  new  church  is  a  model 
structure  which  stands  upon  a  complete  loop- 
wall  of  brick,  40  x  60  feet,  with  choir  room 
with  choir  stand  on  the  east,  and  library  room 
on  the  west.  The  painting  will  soon  be  com¬ 
plete^  and  when  done,  Ihe  church  will  be  a 
credit  to  any  town  or  dty.  The  cornerstone 
was  laid  by  Drs.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen ;  A.  B.  Keel¬ 
ing,  of  Jackson,  Miss.;  and  the  Rev.  W.  L. 
Marshall,  of  Bolton,  Miss.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Patterson  for 
his  straightforward  Christian  manhood  and 
leadership.  On  coming  to  the  work  'he  saw 
the  needs  of  the  people.  He  went  forward 
to  line  up  the  membership,  not  as  a  boss, 
but  as  leader,  and  the  members  are  following 
the  instructions  ^ven  in  1  Thess.  5.  12,  18: 
“They  have  followed  him  and  are  esteeming 
bhn  in  love  for  his  work’s  sake.’’  The  church, 
when  completed,  will  cost  about  $4,000,  and 
will  be  without  little  or  no  debt.  On  Sep- 
tonber  4  we  raised  for  pastoral  support, 
$68.25.  At  the  cornerstone  laying  we  collected 
$260.08.  Keep  your  eye  on  Pelahatehie. — 
W.  A.  McAllister,  Reporter. 

Orem$horo,  N.  C. — The  annual  home-com¬ 
ing  prayer  service  of  St.  Matthew’s  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Oiurch,  of  wMch  the  Rev. 
R.  T.  I^^therby  is  pastor,  was  held  Wednes¬ 
day  night,  September  7,  1927.  This  service 
is  always  held  at  the  close  of  the  vacation 
season,  at  which  time  any  person  desiring 
to  do  so  is  given  an  opporbmity  to  tell  about 
the  summer  vacation.  Among  those  speaking 
were:  President  D.  D.  Jones,  the  Rev.  G. 
Haven  Caldwdl,  Dr.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  Mrs. 
Eugene  Rhodes,  Mr.  G.  A.  Coble,  Mrs.  Sallie 
Morgan,  the  Misses  Helen  Clha[^an,  C.  B. 
Minor,  and  Sadie  Morgan.  This  service  was 
especially  interesting  because  of  the  fact  that 
three  members  from  this  chiiroh  spent  the 
somsner  in  Europe,  and  an  account  of  this 
trip  was  given  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  McLaurin.  At 
the  dose  of  the  service  refreshments  were 
served  by  the  members  of  the  Epworth 
League.  Mr.  Benjamin  Setzer  reported  an 
attendance  of  490  at  prayer  service  during 
the  month  of  August.  The  regular  Sunday 
services  daring  the  month  were  kept  up  to 
the  high  level  both  in  attendance  and  speak¬ 
ers.  Among  those  filling  the  pulpit  during 
the  absence  of  the  psistor  were  Prof.  D.  K. 
Cherry,  of  A.  &  T.  C^ege;  Mr.  W.  N.  Nelson, 
of  the  National  Benefit  Life  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany;  Dr.  H.  P.  Hargrave,  of  the  People’s 
Dr^  Company;  Messrs.  J.  W.  Fairiey  and 

F.  ^  McOaUum,  local  preachers,  and  Mr.  E. 

G.  Loder,  undertaker.  Mr.  Loder  also  di¬ 
rected  the  music  for  the  junior  choir  daring 
the  month. — S.  K.  M.,  Reporter. 

Alg{er$,  La.— St.  Matthew  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  We  are  proud  to  say  that  the 
spirit  of  harmony  is  prevaHlng  much  in  St. 
Matthew  Method^t  l^iscopal  Church,  and 
we  are  patting  over  a  wmiderful  program. 
The  schod  and  all  departments  of  the  church 
are  working  together.  The  League  rendered 
a  fine  literary  program  <hi  Sunday.  At  8 
P.  M.  we  were  pleased  to  have  with  ns  Dean 
Hayes,  of  New  Orleans  College,  who  in  his 
own  way  delivered  to  ns  a  som-stirring  ser- 
naon.  He  assisted  thej^tor  in  administering 
the  Loe^s  SuMer.  We  have  just  closed  a 
very  smjeuisftd  fiuaualai  drive  oad  some  verv 
tangHde  werk  has  been  aeeosnpMshed.  Bach 


one  worked  faithfully,  with  the  assistance  of 
our  worthy  and  energetic  pastor,  whom  we 
all  love  and  are  trying  to  follow  his  leader¬ 
ship.  Each  class  had  a  night  in  this  drive 
ana  was  represented  bv  some  minister.  The 
reports  of  the  class  leaders  and  ministers 
were  os  foUows:  Class  No.  1,  Sister  T.  Wil¬ 
liams,  the  Rev.  H.  Smith,  $82.87;  No.  2,  Bro. 

H.  Murry,  the  Rev.  G.  H.  J.  Devore,  the  Rev. 
Dickson,  $72.76;  No.  8,  Bro.  W.  GuiUot,  the 
Rev.  M.  Bordlon,  $84.75;  No.  4,  Sister  E. 
Brown,  the  Rev.  Duncan,  $91.61;  No.  5,  Bro. 
O.  Freelo,  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Rounds,  $22.98; 
No.  6,  Bro.  McCall,  the  Rev.  Craig,  $44.06; 
No.  7,  Sister  L.  Walker,  the  Rev.  Bolden, 
$66.90;  No.  8,  Sister  V.  Green,  Sister  Aza- 


more,  $27.62;  No.  9,  Bro.  P.  Scott,  the  Rev. 
McPherson,  and  the  Rev.  Washington,  $62.26. 
There  was  a  prize  of  $6  given  to  Um  dass 
that  raised  the  highest  amount.  To  the  Rev. 
M.  Bordlon  for  the  excellent  service  rendered 
by  him  and  his  congregation  a  gold-handle 
umbrella  was  awarded.  He  raised  the  largest 
amount  of  the  visiting  ministers.  The  net 
proceeds  from  this  drive  was  $640.87.  We 
shall  pray  that  the  blessing  of  God  rest  upon 
all  our  friends  who  helped;  also  the  members. 
Out  motto  is,  “To  put  our  pastor  over  the 
top  with  a  first-class  entertainment  for  Con¬ 
ference,  full  World  Service  report,  and  a 
hundred  new  members.” — Gladys  A.  Colar, 
Reporter. 


District 

District  Rounds 

BROOKHAVEN  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Round — Brookhaven  Ct.,  October 
7-9;  Brookhaven,  8,  9;  Crystal  Springs  Ct., 
16,  16;  Brldgeville,  22,  23;  Kenolia,  26; 
Crystal  Springs,  November  6,  6;  Hazlehurst, 
12,  18;  Wesson,  19,  20;  McComb,  26-27;  Sum¬ 
mit  and  Magnolia,  26,  27;  Columbia,  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  2;  Foxworth  and  New  Bethel,  3,  4; 
Riles  and  Oma,  10,  11;  Lampton,  16-18; 
Hub,  17,  18;  Tylertown,  81  to  January  1; 
Florence,  7,  8;  District  Convention,  October 
27-80,  Brookhaven,  Miss. 

Dear  Brothers:  Please  do  your  best.  We 
have  run  well,  but  let  us  not  stop  'here.  Let 
us  make  a  round  report  by  the  convention. 
Conference  is  not  far  off.  So  strive  to  raise 
your  World  Service  quota.  Pension  and  Re¬ 
lief,  Haven  Teachers’  College  assessment. 
Episcopal  Fund,  and  General  Conference  ex¬ 
pense.  Do  not  forget  the  Southwestern.  The 
old  year  is  folding  her  mantle  around  us. 
Let  her  find  us  with  good  reports.  We  can 
do  it.  Work  and  pray.  God  will  help  us. — 
G.  W.  Coleman,  District  Superintendent. 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Round — Crawfordsvllle  Ct.,  Sep¬ 
tember  24,  26;  Hughes  Ct.,  October  1,  2; 
Caldwell  Ct.,  6,  6;  Brickeys  Ct.,  8,  9;  Pales¬ 
tine  Ct.,  12;  Marianna  and  Scott  Valley,  16, 
16;  Moro,  21;  Marianna  Ct.,  22,  28;  Brink- 
ley  Ct.,  M;  Helena,  27;  Marvell  Ct.,  29,  30; 
Brastfield,  November  4;  Clarendon,  6,  6; 
Brinkley  and  Plnrose,  7 ;  Auvergne,  11 ;  Hun¬ 
ter  Ct.,  12,  18;  Augusta,  18;  Cotton  Plant, 
20,  21;  Forrest  City,  24. 

Dear  Brother  Pastors:  This  brings  us  up  to 
the  last  round  of  our  Quarterly  Conference 
work  for  the  year.  We  are  anrious  and  are 
hoping  that  every  pastor  will  report  in  full 
on  all  claims.  Let  us  forget  the  waters,  and 
the  Lord  will  make  our  reports  through  us 
if  we  will  get  tMnking  of  the  water  out  of 
His  way.  We  can  batch  the  eggs,  and  lets 
do  it  this  year.  Christ  is  counting  on  us  in 
this  part  of  the  world  to  put  His  program 
over  tjie  top  in  a  good  way.  It  we  think 
we  can,  we  can;  let’s  go  to  it  at  once  in  the 
name  of  the  Christ  and  make  a  round  report 
at  the  Annual  Conference.  Group  No.  2  will 
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meet  at  Marianna,  October  3.  I  will  be  glad 
to  meet  all  of  the  members  of  this  groim  on 
the  above  date  to  plan  for  our  f^l  drive. 
Brethren,  all  the  World  Service  must  be  in 
the  World  Service  ofllce  by  October  80,  1927. 
Wq  do  not  want  to  leave  one  dollar  in  our 
local  treasury.  Please  ke^  in  mind  Philan¬ 
der  Smith  College,  Pensions  and  Relief,  Epis¬ 
copal  F^nd,  and  General  Conference  Ex¬ 
penses.  Brethren  I  I  ask  in  the  name  of  Him 
who  loves  us  all,  let  us  do  our  work  as  min¬ 
isters  of  the  Christ,  our  chief  Leader. — J.  H. 
Hatchett,  District  Superintendent. 

SEDALIA  DISTRICT 
Third  Round — Georgetown  (morning), 

October  2;  Smithton  (afternoon),  2;  War- 
rensburg,  9;  Dresden,  10;  Sweet  Sprinn  Ct., 
15,  16;  Houstonia,  17;  Windsor,  21;  Clinton, 
22,  23;  Osceola,  24,  26;  Appleton  City,  26, 
27;  Marshall  Creek,  28;  Butler,  29,  30;  Har¬ 
rison  ville,  81;  Ottervdlle,  November  8;  Ver¬ 
sailles,  4;  California,  6,  6;  Carthage,  19,  20; 
Newtonia,  23;  NeoSho,  28;  Joplin,  27,  28; 
Marshfield,  80;  Lebanon,  December  1;  Rolla, 
2;  Mt.  Vernon,  8,  4;  Springfield,  11,  12;  Se- 
dalia,  18,  19;  Knobnoster,  22;  Chilhowee,  28. 

Dear  Brethren:  The  country  was  startled 
just  a  few  weeks  ago  when  the  newspapers 
declared  the  churches  had  lost  600,000  mem-jj 
bers  during  the  last  twelve  months.  Such  an 
announcement  is  alarming.  Is  the  church 
losing  its  rightful  place  in  the  hearts  of  men 
and  women?  Have  the  people  of  this  coun¬ 
try  found  a  substitute  for  Christianity?  What 
is  your  church  doing  to  offset  this  slump? 
The  preaching  of  the  gospel  will  bring  them 
back  to  the  church.  We  are  praying  that  it 
will  be  possible  for  the  Sedriia  District  to 
have  an  increase  in  membership.  Every  min¬ 
ister  should  know  'how  to  pastor.  We  must 
know  how  to  iget  along  with  people  to  get 
results.  Strive  to  gain  .friends  rather  than 
lose  them.  If  your  church  is  dead  spiritually, 
you  are  at  fault.  What  about  the  World 
Service  and  other  claims?  See  that  every 
dollar  on  hand  is  sent  to  the  proper  place. 
The  Sedalia  District  must  have  an  increase 
in  World  Service  money  this  year.  Every 
official  in  your  church  should  read  the  South¬ 
western.  You  can  better  put  your  program 
over  when  you  have  a  reading  connegation. 
— E.  L.  McAllister,  District  Superintendent. 


Reports  of  District  Conferences 


CORPUS  CHRISTI 

The  Corpus  Christi  District  Conference, 
Sunday  school,  and  Epworth  League  Institute 
of  the  West  Texas  Conference  convened  at 
Long  Mott,  Texas,  July  19-24,  1927.  On 
Tuesday  night  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Hardemon,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  presided,  and  the  intro¬ 
ductory  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev. 
Z.  E.  King. 

Wednesday  morning  the  convention  was 
called  to  order  by  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Hardemon, 
who  made  some  inspiring  remarks.  The  con¬ 
vention  was  organised  by  electing  Mrs.  Effie 
Mae  Charleston,  secretai^;  Miss  Josle  M. 
Franklin,  assistant;  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Allen, 
treasurer.  The  afternoon  session  was  given 
over  to  discussions  on  art  work  and  sewing. 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Ross  and  Mrs.  D.  N.  Swann  made 


wonderful  remarks.  The  Rev.  Allen  preached 
at  the  night  service. 

Thursday  morning  Bible  study  and  reli¬ 
gious  education  were  discussed  bv  Prof.  W. 
A.  Whitby.  He  gave  us  an  able  message. 
“The  Young  Life”  and  “Recreation”  were 
discussed  at  the  afternoon  session.  Devo¬ 
tional  services  at  8  P.  M.  were  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Z.  B,  King,  with  sermon  by  the 
Rev.  Wm.  Franklin.  Friday  morning  two 
distinguished  visitors  were  present:  the  Rev 
R.  N.  Brodm,  D.D.,  of  Atianta,  Ga.,  and 
Prof.  T.  B.  Echols,  of  Sam  Huston  CoUegv 
They  came  before  us  on  Friday  morning  and 
night  with  wonderful  messages  A  donation 
of  $10  was  given  Prof.  Echols  for  Sam  Hus-j 
ton  College. 

On  Sato r day  night  an  excellent 
was  presented.  A  fitting  climax  was  reached 
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on  Sunday.  Sunday  school  was  conducted  at 
9  A.  M.  At  11  A.  M.  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Harde- 
mon,  district  superintendent,  preached  at  the 
11  o’clock  hour;  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Allen  at  3 
P.  M.,  and  the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  H.  Brown,  at 
8.30  P.  M.  The  Rev.  Hardemon  did  his  best 
to  put  the  program  over.  In  the  Sunday- 
5cIk>o1  contest  among  the  different  charges 
on  the  district.  Long  Mott  received  the  ban¬ 
ner.  The  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Edinburg,  Texas. — Jossie  M.  Franklin,  Re¬ 
porter. 


The  finance  committee  reported  as  fefilows: 
Public  collections,  $126;  delegates*  fees,  $66; 
Waveland,  $30;  total,  $211.  Statistician 
sliowed  favorable  reports  on  all  benevolent 
collections  and  some  Southwesterns.  Elected 
to  attend  Area  Council:  the  Revs.  T.  B. 
Blackman,  with  Wm.  Neal,  reserve;  Mr.  O. 
J.  Sununerhill,  with  Mr.  T.  A.  Hardy,  re¬ 
serve. 

The  next  annual  session  is  to  be  held  at 
Paris,  adjourned  session  at  Petersburg. — Mrs. 
Eva  Price,  Reporter. 

DICKSON 

The  annual  session  of  the  Dickson  District  FLORENCE 

convened  for  the  regular  session  July  27-31,  The  Florence  District  Conference  convened 
in  Key  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  August  24-28,  in  Bethesda  Methodist  Epis- 
at  Lexington,  Tenn.,  and  an  adjourned  ses-  copal  Church,  Cade,  S.  C.  It  was  said  by 
sion  August  3-7,  in  St.  John  Methodist  Epis-  many  that  came  from  far  and  near  that  this 
copal  C3mrch  at  Lawrenceburg,  Tenn.  The  was  one  of  the  best  sessions  ever  held  on 
Rev.  J.  O.  Dixon,  superintendent,  presided,  the  district.  One  of  the  outstanding  features 
The  superintendent  opened  the  meeting  by  of  this  Conference  was  the  fatherly  way  in 
conducting  a  few  minutes  of  devotions,  wibich  Dr.  Harrington  conducted  the  work. 
After  some  very  timely  remarks  relative  to  The  men  of  the  Florence  District  are  proud 
the  program  were  made,  the  Conference  was  of  him  and  are  going  to  send  him  and  Dr. 
organized  and  the  following  oflicers  were  A.  R.  Howard  to  the  General  Conference, 
elected:  Mrs.  L.  A.  Hill,  secretary,  and  The  reports  frdm  the  pastors  were  excellent. 
Miss  Lillian  Tharper  and  Lettie  Tierson,  as-  for  which  the  district  superintendent  gave 
sistants;  the  Rev.  D.  J.  Mitchell,  treasurer;  thanks  in  a  special  way.  The  sermons  by 
the  Rev.  A.  Ransom,  assistant;  Miss  Judith  the  following  brothers  were  of  a  high  order: 
Dixon  and  Mrs.  Eva  Price,  reporters  to  pa-  the  Revs.  J.  D.  Hartwell,  J.  M.  Stokes,  D. 
pers;  the  Rev.  S.  M.  Carmichael  and  Mr.  Ozie  A.  Currie,  C.  C.  Clark,  R.  F.  Harrin^on, 
Summerhill,  statisticians.  T.  J.  Robinson. 

Because  of  the  vast  stretches  of  territory  Friday  was  Sunday-school  and  Epworth 
composing  the  Dickson  District,  it  is  very  Lea^e  Day.  The  young  people  were  on  the 
necessary  to  have  the  two  sessions  to  save  job  in  n  unique  way.  The  papers  rendered 
expense  of  travel.  Notwithstanding  that  the  were  excellent.  Misses  Walker,  Strong,  and 
appointments  are  divided  into  eight  on  the  Harrold  displayed  their  genius  in  preparing 
west  of  Tennessee  River,  and  ten  on  the  east,  ®nd  delivering  their  messages.  The  follow- 
the  attendance  upon  each  of  the  sessions  was  ing  brethren  from  other  districts  were  pres¬ 
ail  that  could  be  expected  if  there  had  been  ^nt  Dr.  A.  R.  Howard,  who  thrilled  his 
only  one  session.  Reports  showed  that  prog-  audience  while  speaking;  Drs.  A.  G.  Town- 
ress  was  being  made  along  all  lines.  All  the  send,  J.  W.  White,  J.  B.  Taylor,  L.  W.  Wil- 
pastors  in  the  western  division  were  present  liams,  I.  C.  Wiley,  G.  A.  Thomas,  W.  M. 
and  made  good  reports.  The  occasion  was  David,  J.  T.  Martin,  T.  J.  Pendergrass,  J. 
regarded  as  very  auspicious  because  of  the  Page,  H.  W.  Williams.  Claflin  was  well 
unusual  prompt  attendance  by  pastors  and  represented  by  our  own  Dean  Pearson.  He 
delegates.  Most  of  them  were  present  the  made  a  strong  plea  for  the  endowment  of 
first  day  and  stayed  till  all  business  had  been  the  school.  He  also  received  a  small  sum 
transacted.  of  money  for  the  same. 

The  usual  business  was  carried  out,  but  "^be  Rev.  S.  M.  McCollum  was  elected  sec- 
the  strong  personality  of  the  superintendent  *'ctary  of  the  Conference.  It  was  very 
which  mairifested  itself  in  sincerity,  frankness,  pleasing  to  us  all  that  Bro.  MeCkdIum  was 
and  exactness,  yet  expressed  in  kind,  brotherly  ®ble  to  be  present  this  year.  Last  year  he 
affections,  made  it  unusually  fresh  and  inter-  unable  to  reach  the  Conference  for  the 

esting.  The  papers  read  and  discussions  car-  ^rst  time  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
ried  out  were  in  line  with  the  church’s  sug-  Soutli  Carolina  Conference.  He  is  a  fine 
gested  program  and  were  abundantly  filled  worker  and  is  well  trained,  and  many  of 
with  instruction.  H'.e  are  trusting  that  Bro.  McCollum 

Each  day  the  regular  program  was  inter-  be  promoted  to  one  of  the  leading  posi- 

spersed  with  inspirational  sermons,  lectures,  tions  of  our  Conference,  which  will  soon  be 
and  addresses.  The  following  named  fulfillment.  Dr.  C.  R.  Brown  was 

preached  profitable  sermons  during  the  ses-  >^c-electcd  treasurer.  Too  much  cannot  be 

sions:  Bros.  E.  T.  Ervin,  Wm.  Carter,  W.  respect  to  the  pastor  and  his  people 

G.  Gordon,  the  Revs.  S.  M.  Carmichael,  M.  ^be  royal  way  in  which  they  provided  for 

S.  Johnson,  B.  J.  Hudson,  D.  J.  MitcheU,  S.  during  our  stay.  Bro.  Newman  has  served 
P.  McDonald,  R.  A.  DoweU,  and  M.  Wil-  ^be  Cade  charge  for  almost  ten  years,  and 
liams.  These  Inspiring  messages  were  aug-  the  manner  in  which  this  Conference 

raented  by  the  masterly  address  and  sermon  entertained  the  people  are  not  yet  tired 

by  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Lewis,  D.D.,  pastor  of  bis  stay  at  Cade  We  were  fed  on  Friday 
our  Clark  Memorial  Church  of  Nashville;  T  Gleen  and  his  go^  pe<^le 

the  address  of  Prof.  T.  R.  Parker,  and  Dean  ,  Kingstree  circuit.  Dr.  Gleen  has 

H.  H.  Sutton,  who  spoke  on  behalf  of  Wal-  ‘bings  well  in  hand  on  his  charge  We  re¬ 
den  College;  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Crenshaw,  a  few  subscriptions  for  the  South- 

who  brought  greetings  from  Memphis  Dis-  we.stern  Chnstian  Advo<»te,  but  n^  as  many 
trict,  and  the  occasional  addresses  and  ex-  bud  hoped  for.  The  Rev.  D.  H.  Mc- 

hortations  by  the  district  superintendent.  I -can,  Keporter. 

Miss  Judith  Dixon,  daughter  of  Superin¬ 
tendent  J.  O.  Dixon,  arrived  two  days  prior  FORREST  CITY 

to  the  sitting  of  the  Conference  to  arrange  The  District  Conference,  Sunday-school, 
special  nnusic  for  the  occasion.  She  presided  and  Epworth  I.eague  convention  of  the  For- 
at  the  instrument  with  dignity  and  effective-  rest  City  District  convened  at  Wheatley, 
ness  through  the  regular  session  and  showed  Ark.,  with  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Hatchett,  district 
marked  ability  as  a  musician.  Special  fea-  .superintendent,  presiding.  The  superintend- 
tures  in  the  musical  program  were  the  mu-  ent’s  opening  message  to  the  Conference  was 
sicale  Saturday  night  and  the  interdenomi-  full  of  inspiration.  The  Conference  was  then 
national  chorus  Sunday  night  at  Lexing-  organized  by  electing  the  following  ofl^rs: 
ton.  A  duet  by  the  superintendent  and  Mrs.  Winnie  Nunn,  secretary;  Mrs.  M. 
daughter,  and  the  trio  by  the  superintendent,  Thompson,  statistician;  the  Rev.  W.  J.  S. 
wife,  and  daughter,  and  the  duet  by  the  four-  Donalson,  representative  of  the  Southwestern 
year-old  twin  boys  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  T.  Christian  Advocate;  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Stokes, 
B.  Blackman  brought  prolonged  applause,  treasurer.  A  communication  was  read  from 
Mrs.  Blackman  was  manager  of  the  chorus  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair,  after  which  the  district 
and  mistress  of  ceremony.  .  superintendent  urged  all  the  brethren  to  send 

Reports  of  committees  show  that  Mrs.  in  their  area  expense  money  at  once.  Al- 


This  is  one  of  the  lovely  autumn  leaf  cut¬ 
outs  you  will  find  in  the  October  number  of 


Then  there  is  a  Hallowe'en  Basket  Game, 
lovely  stories,  programs  for  the  month  and 
helpful  teaching  suggestions  prepared  es¬ 
pecially  for  those  teachers  using  The  In¬ 
ternational  Graded  Lessons  for  Primary 
and  Junior  Classes. 

Its  price  in  club,  to  schools  is  but  23  cents  a 
quarter;  90  cents  a  year. 

If  you  are  not  now  intimately  acquainted  with 
The  Elementary  Masazine  you  will  surely  want  to 
read  this  interesting  hill  number.  Ask  for  a  Free 
sample  copy  so  that  you  will  be  in  position  to 
recommend  its  use  in  your  school.  Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chicago  Boston  Detroit  Pittsburgh 
Kansas  City  San  Francisco  Portland,  Ora. 


rican  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  preached 
the  opening  sermon  from  Phil.  3.  16;  subject, 
“A  Ready  Reason.”  All  were  made  to  feel 
the  Spirit  as  he  deliverM  this  wonderful  mes¬ 
sage.  The  reports  from  the  retired  ministers 
were  good,  and  showed  that  they  are  still 
interested  in  Kingdom  building.  The  Rev. 
C.  H.  Kyles  was  ament  on  account  of  illness. 
The  Rev.  J.  C.  Adams  and  the  Rev.  G.  W. 
Thomas  were  present  witfi  good  reports.  An 
offering  of  $9  was  taken  for  the  three.  May 
God  bless  our  retired  ministers. 

The  Conference  was  graced  with  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  following  visitors:  Dr.  L.  G. 
Hodges,  Pine  Bluff;  Dr.  J.  S.  Sherrill,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  Little  Rock  District;  Dr. 
J.  C.  Brower,  Little  Rock;  Rev.  W.  D.  Les¬ 
ter,  Rev.  S.  McDonald;  Prof.  G.  C.  Taylor, 
president  Philander  Smith  College;  Prof.  L. 
M.  McCoy,  president  Rust  College;  Mrs.  J. 
Cox,  Rev.  J.  R.  Fields,  Rev.  John  Oliver 
Hensley;  Dr.  J.  E.  Cox,  Dr.  Brown,  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Cox,  Miss  Wilky,  Rev.  B.  F.  Neal,  Jud^ 
Mann,  and  Banker  ^mpbell,  white.  All  ad¬ 
dressed  the  Conference  to  the  delight  of  their 
hearers.  Many  Interesting  subjects  were  dis¬ 
cussed,  and  the  music  rendered  by  the  young 
people  each  evening  was  excdlent. 

Friday  evening,  at  8  o’clock,  President  G. 
C.  Taylor  conducted  the  educational  pro¬ 
gram.  He  opened  the  meeting  by  delivering 
a  most  excellent  address;  subject,  “Our  Re¬ 
lation  to  Other  Nations.”  He  stated  that 
bloodv  wars,  fault-finding,  vast  amount  of 
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evening  was  interesting.  During  the  session 
the  following  ministers  preached:  the  Revs. 
John  Oliver,  J.  W.  Winston,  P.  W.  Wade, 
J.  C.  Adams.  Sunday’s  service  was  held  in 
Dr.  Jordan’s  auditorium.  Sundt^  school  was 
ccHiducted  by  Brother  I.  H.  Hughes.  The 
Rev.  B.  F.  Brott,  of  Marianna,  Ark.,  preached 
at  11  o’clock.  Collection  for  all  purposes 
amounted  to  $101.80.  Too  mwh  praise  can¬ 
not  be  given  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Smith  and  his 
faithful  little  band  of  twelve  members;  the 
Rev.  J.  B.  Moore  and  his  memibers,  who  gave 
us  the  use  of  their  church  while  ours  was 
used  to  serve  in;  the  Rev.  N.  W.  Holland 
and  his  members,  of  Brinkley  Free  Will  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  and  friends  of  the  city;  and  Dr. 
Jordan,  who  spared  no  pains  in  giving  to 
the  Conference  his  most  excellent  support. 
All  of  these  made  our  stay  in  the  city  a  most 
enjoyable  one.  The  next  Conference  goes  to 
Hunter. — Winnie  Nunn,  Reporter. 

KNOXVILLE 

The  forty-ninth  session  of  the  Knoxville 
District  Conference  convened  at  Rising  Sun 
Church,  Mascot,  Tenn.,  July  7-18,  the  Rev. 
1.  G.  Guess,  pastor;  the  Rev.  F.  D.  John¬ 
son,  district  superintendent.  After  a  stir¬ 
ring  address  by  the  district  superintendent, 
tlie  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  by  the 
district  superintendent,  assisted  by  the  Revs. 
W.  A.  Webber,  E.  L.  Wright,  J.  C.  Sherrill, 
W.  A.  Jackson,  arid  the  writer.  The  spirit 
of  the  I.iord  was  greatly  manifested  at  this 
time  which  lasted  throughout  the  Conference. 
"The  following  officers  were  elected:  Miss  Har¬ 
mon,  secretary;  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Webber, 
statistician;  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Hamilton,  re¬ 
porter  to  local  papers;  H.  S.  R.  Dykes,  re¬ 
porter  to  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate. 
The  business  of  the  Conference  was  dis¬ 
patched  with  ease.  The  district  superintend¬ 
ent  looked  carefully  into  every  interest  of 
the  church.  The  Hon.  Mr.  James  Brice  de¬ 
livered  the  welcome  address  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  giving  to  each  one  a  key  to  the  little 
village.  The  Rev.  Guess  and  his  people  gave 
us  hospitable  entertainment.  The  response 
by  the  Rev,  E.  L.  Wright  was  a  master¬ 
piece.  The  reports  from  the  pastors  showed 
marked  improvement  along  all  lines.  World 
Service  collection  was  somewhat  in  advance 
of  last  year,  as  well  as  accessions  to  the 
church.  The  following  ministers  drfivered 
soul-stirring  sermons  to  the  Conference:  the 
Revs.  J.  A.  Tinner,  D.  A.  Downs,  W.  H. 
Bewly,  F.  D.  Johnson,  E.  L.  Wright. 

Friday  night  the  Conference  was  graced 
with  the  presence  of  our  own  Judson  S. 
Hill,  the  veteran  and  honored  president  of 
Morristown  Normal  and  Industrial  College. 
As  usual,  he  delivered  a  great  educational 
address  to  the  delight  of  all.  After  forty- 
five  years  of  labor  for  this  great  Institution 
he  is  still  optimistic,  and  yet  expects  to  send 
out  more  recruits  from  his  great  schrol  to 
help  reinforce  those  who  are  already  in  the 
bounds  of  the  East  Tennessee  Conference  and 
other  Conferences,  doing  heroic  service  for 
the  Master’s  kingdom.  Accompanying  him 
was  his  son  and  daughter.  Both  made  re¬ 
marks  to  the  Conference.  The  program  on 
Saturday  evening  was  rendered  by  the  young 
men  and  women,  under  the  management  of 
Mrs.  H.  S.  R.  Dykes  and  Mrs.  Fetter  Hol¬ 
lands.  The  Rev.  F.  D.  Johnson  preached 
Sund^  at  11  A.  M.,  the  Rev.  E.  L.  Wright 
at  8  P.  M.,  and  the  Rev.  D.  A.  Downs  at 
7.80  P.  M.  We  are  expecting  great  things 
of  the  Knoxville  District.  Our  ex-district 
superintendent.  Rev.  J.  A.  Pickett,  built  a 
soHd  foundation,  and  we  regretted  to  iose 
hhn,  but  under  the  leadersh^  of  the  Rev. 

F.  D.  Johnson,  the  district  is  still  going  for¬ 
ward.  Our  laymen  are  struggling  along  with 
our  leaders  to  bring  things  to  pass.  Thus 
closed  a  weat  session  of  the  Knoxville  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference.  The  next  session  goes  to 
White  Pine,  Tenn.— H.  S.  R.  Dykes,  Re¬ 
porter. 

SPARTANBURG 

The  thirty-third  session  of  the  Spartanburg 
District  Conference  and  Methodist  Brother¬ 
hood,  South  Carolina  Conference,  was  held  at 
Pleasant  View  Church,  July  27-81,  Bishop  E. 

G.  lR,l<;hardson,  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Willisms,  dls- 
tr^t  ''superintendent,  and  the  Rey.  P. 
Bfoce,  pastor,  in  charge.  The  opening  ser¬ 


mon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Hailey 
on  Wednesday  morning.  The  Conference  or¬ 
ganised  ^  electing  the  following  officers:  the 
Rev.  P.  E.  McLaughlin,  secretary;  the  Revs. 
A.  P.  Jenkins,  G.  A.  Thomas,  and  R.  E. 
Bethea,  assistants ;  the  Revs.  J.  C.  Martin  and 
C.  I.  Withrow,  reporters  to  the  Watchman 
and  Defender  and  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate.  The  tide  reached  Mgh- water  mark 
the  first  day  because  of  the  masterl}  treat¬ 
ment  of  subjects;  “Ministerial  Ethics,”  the 
Rev.  I.  Myers;  “The  Importance  of  a  Dis¬ 
trict  Parsonage,”  Prof.  G.  W.  Bolden;  “Has 
the  Church  Done  Its  Part  in  the  Enforce¬ 
ment  of  Prohibition?”  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Greene, 
affirmative;  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Jenkins,  negative; 
“The  Young  People  and  the  Church,”  the 
Rev.  L.  M.  Dunton,  D.D.  The  Rev.  F.  A. 
Connelly  preached  in  the  afternoon.  A  de- 
licions  lunch  was  brought  from  Silver  Hill 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Spartanburg,  to 
Cowpens  for  all  delegates  and  visitors. 

The  district  superintendent’s  report  showed 
that  he  bad  not  only  held  his  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ferences,  but  it  was  clear  that  he  had  given 
careful  attention  to  World  Service  and  soul 
saving.  Papers  presented  at  this  session 
were:  “The  Olaflin  Summer  School  and  Its 
Influence  in  South  Carolina,”  G.  L.  Davis; 
“The  Spirit  of  the  Master  as  it  Is  Interpreted 
by  the  World  Service  Program,  Metliodist 
Episcopal  Church,”  S.  M.  Miller,  and  “Entire 
Sanctification,”  J.  C.  Martin,  D.D.  Miss 
Lucile  Garrett  gave  the  welcome  address  in 
behalf  of  the  charge;  for  the  city,  by  Mayor 
Cash;  response,  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Williams, 
district  superintendent;  sermon  by  the  Rev. 

A.  P.  Jenkins. 

Friday  morning  session  was  featured  by 
many  excellent  papers  and  an  able  sermon  by 
the  Rev.  G.  A.  Thomas.  Dinner  was  served 
by  the  people  of  Gaffney  and  Chesnee.  Many 
other  interesting  and  helpful  papers  were 
read  during  the  session  and  able  sermons 
were  preached  by  the  Revs.  P.  E.  McLaugh¬ 
lin  and  S.  M.  Miller.  Another  well-prepared 
dinner  was  served  by  Pleasant  View  Church 
and  their  friends  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Local  jpreachers’  licenses  were  renewed.  The 
Rev.  Chauncey  I.  Withrow  was  transferred 
from  the  Western  District  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  to  the  Spartanburg  Dis¬ 
trict,  South  Carolina  Conference,  and  was  rec¬ 
ommended  for  admission  on  trial  in  the  South 
Carolina  Annual  Conference. 

Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  the  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Williams,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent;  8  P.  M.,  the  Rev.  C. 
C.  Clark;  8  P.  M.,  the  R<  v.  R.  E.  Bethea. — 
The  Rev.  C  I.  Withrow,  Reporter. 

Woman’s  Column 

To  the  Ministers,  Widows,  and  Wives  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference:  Dear  Co¬ 
workers:  We  have  done  well  this  year.  We 
have  rendered  aid  to  quite  a  few  needy  folk. 
Let  us  put  forth  an  effort  to  double  our 
membership  this  year.  We  are  glad  to  say 
that  we  are  the  originators  of  this  noble  as- 
sociatioA,  and  that  there  have  been  quite  a 
few  organized  since  we  began.  Let  us  make 
a  fine  report  at  the  Annual  Conference,  which 
will  convene  at  Shreveport,  La.,  October  12, 
1927.  Yours  for  service,  Meedames  W.  G. 
Alston,  Hubbart  Daniels,  C.  S.  Stanley,  T. 

B.  Coeper. 

Leona,  Texat, — To  the  Locid  Presidents 
and  Memibers  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of 
the  Palestine  District — Dear  Sisters:  As  we 
feel  that  all  the  pastors  have  dene  and  are 
doing  their  bit  to  put  this  great  program 
of  the  church  over,  we  as  members  of  the 
Ladies’  Aid  Society  feel  somewhat  indebted 
to  them.  We  all  know  that  the  word  “aid” 
means  to  assist  in  some  way.  I  see  a  great 
opportunity  confronUng  us  whereby  we  can 
give  our  pastors  aid  in  this  w^.  In  our 
District  Meeting,  August  6,  at  East  Mexia, 
it  was  asked  that  each  Ladies’  Aid  Society 
of  the  Palestine  IMstrict  give  their  pastor  a 
suit  for  the  Annual  Conference.  I  am  ask¬ 
ing  that  each  Ladies’  Aid  Society  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  raise  $50  to  purchase  the  suit.  Please 
consider  their  wives  in  this  amount,  as  tbev 
are  their  helpmates. — Mrs.  P.  E.  Gabriel, 
District  President,  Box  81,  Leona,  Texas. 


Tuicaloosa,  Ala. — To  the  Pastors  and  Mem¬ 
bers  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  of  the  Central  Alabama  Conference:  I 
take  this  method  of  informing  you  'how  the 
work  has  prospered  since  the  June  annual 
meetiirg  at  Ashland,  Ala.  I  have  been  very 
busy  stimulating  the  interest  throughout  the 
State,  and  I  have  visited  all  of  the  District 
Conferences  and  group  meeting,  also  several 
auxiliaries  on  the  Tuscaloosa  District.  The 
district  superintendents,  pastors,  and  friends 
showed  me  every  courtesy,  for  which  I  am 
more  than  grateful.  Each  district  president 
that  I  saw,  as  well  as  all  the  pastors  and 
lo^  members,  assured  me  that  the  $25  asked 
for  expense  to  the  national  meeting  in  Bal¬ 
timore,  Md.,  October  10-19,  would  be  forth¬ 
coming  before  September  15.  Many  are  re¬ 
porting  as  the  days  go  by.  Kindly  send 
ours  in  at  once.  I  am  sure  you  will  stand 
y  me.  I  am  sorry  to  re^rt  to  you  that 
Mrs.  Esmar  Collins,  our  Conference  treas¬ 
urer.  has  been  seriously  ill  since  the  June 
meeting.  Her  illness  accounts  for  a  delay 
in  sending  the  vouchers  out.  However,  ^  I 
trust  when  this  comes  ,to  your  'hand,  you  will 
have  the  voucher.  Let  us  pray  that  Sister 
Collins  may  soon  recover.  I  organized  the 
Montgomery  District  Association,  several  new 
auxiliaries,  and  several  young  people’s  de¬ 
partments.  Dear  Sisters  and  Pastors:  We 
must  not  neglect  our  young  people.  They 
must  be  saved  to  the  missionary  cause.  I 
also  secured  some  new  subscribers  to  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  paper.  Sisters, 
we  must  read  our  paper  to  keep  aibreast  with 
the  times.  I  will  be  delisted  to  hear  from 
you  at  any  time.  As  your  representative  at 
the  national  meeting  in  October,  I  will  try 
to  be  faithful  and  make  a  creditable  report, 
the  Lord  willing. — Mrs.  R.  R.  Williams,  Con¬ 
ference  President. 

Nashville,  Tenn.— The  fiftieth  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  was  held  at  Lewisburg,  Tenn.,  June  8-5. 
The  OTeat  work  that  is  being  done  was 
brought  out  through  this  meeting.  The  ad¬ 
dress  on  “Evangelism”  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  McKay 
was  one  of  the  many  interesting  features  of 
the  meeting.  The  Art  Department,  of  which 
Mrs.  Ollie  Morrow  is  ■president,  made  a 
beautiful  showing.  Murfreesboro  was  well 
represented.  The  convention  was  most  gra¬ 
ciously  welcomed  to  the  city  of  Lewisburg 
by  Mrs.  Lillie  Hill;  response  by  Mrs.  Jones, 
of  Murfreesboro.  Mrs.  I.  B.  Scott  should  be 
commended  for  the  upright  way  in  which  she 
conducted  the  meeting,  and  also  for  her 
splendid  address.  The  other  officers  also 
should  be  commended  for  their  efficiency. 
The  meeting  was  largely  attended,  there  be¬ 
ing  a  large  delegation  from  Nashville.  Miss 
Essie  Lee  Brooks,  from  NashvUle,  acted  as 
organist  throughout  the  session.  The  whole 
convention  enjoyed  a  pleasant  reception  g^ven 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Otie  Hurd  by  the  Vio¬ 
let  Chapter  No.  58,  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
Mrs.  Mayberry  made  the  welcome  address. 
A  pageant,  conducted  by  Mrs.  LdUie  Hill,  was 
enjoyed  by  all.  The  following  officers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year;  Mrs.  I.  B.  Scott, 
president;  Mesdames  H.  H.  Sutton,  corre¬ 
sponding  secretary;  Marie  Dobson,  recording 
secretary ;  M.  E.  Chavis,  treasurer ;  C.  J.  Cox, 
first  vice-president;  Lizzie  Smith,  second  vice- 
president.  The  Revs.  D,  T.  Burch,  DowdI, 
Bishop,  Hudson,  Johnson,  and  J.  O.  Dixon 
attended  the  session.  Mesdames  M.  C.  Chavis 
and  H.  H.  Sutton  were  speakers  at  the  mass 
meeting  Sunday  afternoon.  All  auxiliaries 
made  excellent  reports.  Amon'g  the  visitors 
were  Mrs.  Dowell,  Mrs.  C.  Hill,  and  others. 
The  following  local  officers  were  elected: 
Mesdames  W.  B.  Crenshaw,  children’s  secre¬ 
tary;  J.  S.  McKay,  evangelistic  secretary;  R- 
D.  North,  temperance;  Martha  Ensley,  mite- 
box  secretary;  Maggie  Ratcliffe,  student  aid; 

H.  P.  Gordon,  stewardship;  Sophia  Wingfield, 
missionary  education;  L.  Rlu^es,  publicity; 
J.  C.  Sherrill,  supply;  Ollie  Morrow,  art  sec¬ 
retary;  Misses  Callie  Walden,  young  people’s 
secretary;  Bertha  Green,  birthday  secretary. 
District  presidents — Dixon,  Mrs.  L.  Hill; 
Nashville,  Mrs.  M.  Williams;  Memphis,  Mrs. 
M.  M.  Ransom;  Murfreesboro,  Mrs.  S.  P. 
Jones.  A  semi-annual  Conference  meeting  of 
each  district  is  to  be  held  'by  alt  districts. 
Nashville  District  is  to  be  held  at  Gordon 
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It  which  marked  the  opening  of  the  business 
ro-  session.  At  the  close  of  the  communion  serv¬ 
ice  the  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  Lillian  G. 
Coleman,  read  the  memorial  list,  and  the 
corresponding  secretary  delivered  the  me¬ 
morial  address.  Mrs.  Morrison  gave  a  beauti¬ 
ful  eulogy  to  the  nine  who  bad,  one  by  one, 
crossed  the  river.  A  solo,  “Face  to  Face,” 
was  touchingly  rendered  by  Mrs.  Lula 
Rasby. 

The  president,  Mrs.  R.  N.  Jones,  delivered 
her  annual  messii^  in  which  she  made  a 
strong  plea  for  the  re-establisbing  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  altar.  A  shadow  of  sadness  came  over 
the  convention  as  Mrs.  Coleman  proceeded  to 
call  the  roll.  Our  treasurer,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Hall, 
being  absent  on  account  of  Illness,  and  Mrs. 
A.  E.  Lipscomb,  secretary  of  mite  boxes, 
had  answered  the  roll  call  In  the  great  con¬ 
vention  on  high.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Wilburn  read  an 

Women  of  the  Texarkana  District  and  Have  paper  on  ‘Why  Have  a  Woman’s 

. . -  -  Home  Missimiary  Society  In  Each  Church?” 

We  were  pleased  to  have  the  CooMuittee  on 
Courtesies  present  the  f (blowing  ministers: 
The  Revs.  P.  A.  Taylor,  W.  L.  Mills,  J.  C. 
Smoot,  Harrison,  and  t^  Rev.  Golitely,  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Bible  hour 
concluded  the  morning  session. 

The  reports  of  the  treasurer  and  the  cor¬ 
responding  secretary  took  up  the  major  part 
of  the  afternoon.  “T^e  Pastor  as  a  Potent 
Factor  in  the  Success  of  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society”  gave  place  to  a  lively 
discussion  for  all  who  desired  to  take  a  part. 
A  pageant,  “Padn  Street  in  Foreign  Lands,” 
was  presented  by  (the  young  people  of  Laurel 
at  the  evening  session.  Tm  program  gave  a 
vivid  picture  of  the  conditions  in  foreign 
fields  and  the  great  need  of  workers  who 
are  willing  to  give  their  lives  that  these  might 
know  the  name  of  Jesus. 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Smith,  in  making  her  report  for 
the  Department  of  Junior  Work,  presented 
a  group  of  children  who  entertained  us  with 
a  splendid  program.  Among  the  spedal 
features  was  the  presentation  by  Mrs.  S.  K. 


Communion  Service  Outfits 

ladividool,  tha  pnMt  day 
Bwthod— deanlyaMoaiiitaiy. 
A  mot*  impwwiva  aervloa. 
Bsautifal  sets  at  iMoonable 
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presiding.  Nearly  every  charge  on  the  dis¬ 
trict  was  represented.  TTje  charges  reported 
as  fdlowst  Bingen,  Clow  Station,  Clow  Ot- 
St-  Paul ;  Kelley’s  Chapel,  Hope,  Horatio, 
Center  Point,  Murfreesboro,  Lockesburg- 
Holly  Springs,  Mt  Carmel,  Paraloma,  Masa- 
donia. 

Papers  were  read,  and  general  discussiem, 
as  follows:  “How  Can  We  Interest  the 

Them  Attend  the  Loc^  Meetings?”  by  Mrs. 
Edith  Strong.  “Why  Be  a  Member  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society?”  by  Mrs. 
L.  W.  Sampson.  “The  Activities  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society?”  by  Mrs, 
Katie  HUl.  “Why  Should  We  Pay  and  Re¬ 
port  Dues  On  Time?”  Mrs.  Mosella  Wesson. 
“The  Family  Altar  a  Stepping  Stone  for  the 
Young  People,”  Mrs.  I*  C.  Wmiarns.  “What 
Is  Your  Kan  for  Raising  Money  That  Is 
Needed  for  the  Work  of  The  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society?”  Mrs,  G.  N.  Johnson. 

In  the  memorial  services.  Sisters  Phillis 
&wal.  Ivy  Piggue,  and  Burt  were  memo¬ 
rialised.  Sermons  were  preached  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ministers:  The  Revs.  J.  E.  Evans,  G. 
T.  Sampson,  and  the  Rev.  Denman,  of  the 
Colored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Amount 
reported  during  the  convention:  MHe-box 
money,  $22;  other  money,  $122.  The  next 
meeting  will  be  held  on  the  Fort  Smith  Dis¬ 
trict. — Mrs.  L.  C  Williams,  Reporter. 

STATE  CONVENTION  OF  THE  WOM¬ 
AN’S  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

The  foi^-flfth  session  of  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  convened  at  Tay- 
^r’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Chur<i, 
-xxtton  Plant,  Ark.,  Friday  morning,  June 
10,  at  10  o’clock,.  The  president  beinar  absent 
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the  age  of  seventy-dour  years.  He  was 
Ibrou^t  here  and  iburied  from  his  home 
chur^,  Sunday,  August  28.  He  was  well 
known  and  jpeatly  beloved  by  all  citixens  of 
the  town.  Faithful  in  everv  service,  both  in 


and  made  timely  remarks.  The  wWte  visitors 
were  introduced,  as  follows:  Mrs.  Joe  D.  Mc¬ 
Gregor,  Mrs.  Lula  Hill,  missionaries;  Mrs. 
W.  H.  McClain,  chairman  of  the  department 
of  American  Citizenship  of  Arkansas  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Women’s  Clubs;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Dillon, 
Miss  Dorothea  McGowan.  Their  addresses 
Were  full  of  inspiration.  Response  by  Miss 
Rosa  Mack. 

Sunday  was  indeed  a  high  day.  The  Rev. 
A.  T.  Stephens  preached  the  anniversary  ser- 
^n.  The  convention  was  well  attended,  and 
the  missionary  spirit  ran  high.  Brother 
Stephens  and  his  people  are  to  be  commended 
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Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
has  been  chosen  dean.  Those  in  the  classes 

^ _ _ _ — -  who  expect  promotion,  and  those  who  expect 

jScfytember  4,  was  a  full  on  Conference  Course  of  Stud^,  and  admission  to  Annual  Conference,  are  required 

traver  meeting  was  jjj.  w.  Clair  and  his  advisory  com-  to  attend.  Their  travel  expense  and  lodging 

diool  attendance  mjttee,  will  be  conducted  for  the  Covington  will  be  provided.  Local  preachers  serving  as 

Deaconess  Gaither  jn  Union  Memorial  Methodist  Episco-  supidies  are  expected  to  attend,  though  their 

1.  Especially  pj^j  church,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  September  29,  80.  transportation  will  not  be  pald.-^.  E.  Wood, 
did  she  stress  2  Hm.  2.  16.  May  she  continue  Stanley  E.  Grannum,  pastor  of  Cory  Chairman  of  Board  of  Examiners, 

to  carry  just  such  a  message  as  tWs  wherever 
she  goes.  At  8  P.  M.  a  grand  sacred  concert 
was  given  by  Cmtain  O.  A.  Smitii.  The  pro¬ 
gram  was  excellent,  and  some  of  the  city’s 
best  talent  rendered  nunfbers.  The  attend- 


— Rev.  C.  W.  Reeves,  Pastor;  Miss  L.  L. 
Christopher,  Reporter. 

Jft,  ZUm — Sunday,,  . 
day  at  Mt.  Zion.  Barlv  prai 
very  good.  The  Sunday-sci 
was  fine.  At  11  A.  M.,  II - 
preached  an  Interesting  sermon. 
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Marriages 

CARTER— WRIGHT.  Mr.  Paul  Carter,  of 
St  Louis,  Mo.,  was  'happily  married  to  Miss 
Virginia  Wri^t  of  Glasgow,  Mo.,  Septem¬ 
ber  11,  1927,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  par¬ 
ents.  Miss  Wright  is  a  member  of  Lewis 
Chapel  of  this  dty  and  is  one  of  the  most 
refined  young  women  ever  reared  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  Mr.  ^iter  comes  from  a  well- 
known  family  of  Missouri,  being  the  stm  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  U.  Carter,  of  St  Louis. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Rev. 
H.  T.  Reeves,  the  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  this  city. — Mrs.  Jennie 
Booker,  Secretary. 

WASHINGTON— COLEMAN.  Mr.  Lemon 
Washington  and  Mrs.  Isolo  Cefieman,  of  Mid¬ 
way,  Texas,  were  united  in  hedy  wedlock, 
August  18,  1927,  at  the  bride’s  home.  They 
were  both  energetic  members  of  Midway 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  We 
wish  for  them  success  and  happiness.  The 
Rev.  J.  C.  Stripling  officiated. — Reporter. 

Inquiries 

I  wish  to  inquire  for  my  brother,  Hubert 
Jones.  When  last  heard  of,  in  1924,  he  was 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Plum  Street  and  67th 
Avenue.  If  any  information  can  be  had, 
please  write;  W.  D.  Dent,  Box  88,  Mont¬ 
rose,  Miss. 

I  wish  to  inquire  for  my  husband,  D.  S. 
See,  who  left  home  in  January  in  seardi  of 
work.  I  have  not  heard  from  him  since  he 
left.  He  is  a  member  of  Mt.  Zhm  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Clearwater,  Fla.  He  has 
two  brothers  in  Quitman,  Ga.,  Arthur  and 
Joe  See.  Any  information  as  to  Us  where¬ 
abouts  will  be  greatly  appreciated.  Send 
same  to  Mra  Bertha  See,  908  Bngman  Street, 
Clearwater,  Fla. 

Special  Notice 

To  the  Lexington  Conference  Undergrad¬ 
uates,  AppMcanta  for  Admission  on  Trial,  and 
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Personal  and  General 


— Little  Miss  Margaret  Ronrs  is  the  name 
of  the  little  lady  born  on  August  24  to  the 
Rev.  E.  W.  and  Mrs.  V.  E.  Rogers,  of  Vicks¬ 
burg,  MisS.  The  parents  and  friends  are  all 
smilra. 

— The  fine  proposal  by  the  General  Laymen’s 
Association  of  an  amendment  to  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  so 
as  to  admit  laymen  to  membership  in  Annual 
Conferences  was  unanimously  approved  and 
adopted  by  the  Central  Swe^sh  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  August  of  the  present  year. 

— After  October  1,  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  R.  Waters 
will  be  at  home,  221  North  Parson  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  with  his  bride,  Mrs.  Sarah 
A.  Gaskins  Waters,  to  whom  he  was  married 
on  Saturday,  September  10,  1927.  Hiey  have 
the  hearty  good  wishes  of  the  Southwestern 
and  niunerous  friends  throughout  the  church. 

— ITie  Rev.  Edwin  H.  Bookmyer,  of  6420 
Cedar  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  secretary  of 
the  National  Association  of  Local  Preachers 
in  America,  is  making  up  a  directory  of  all 
the  local  preachers  in  the  United  States,  and 
would  be  glad  to  hear  from  all  local  preach¬ 
ers  in  Louisiana  and  adjoining  States  as  early 
as  possible.” 

— ^The  Federal  Radio  Commission  has  given 
permission  to  the  Moody  Bible  Institute  of 
Chicago  to  remove  its  radio  station  WMBI  a 
distance  of  about  twenty  miles  outside  of 
that  city,  and  to  increase  its  power  from  600 
to  6,000  watts,  more  than  trebling  its  range, 
so  as  to  reac^  all  sections  of  the  United 
States  and  most  of  Canada  and  Mexico. 

— Within  the  brief  period  of  seven  months 
after  he  was  transferred  there,  the  Rev.  J. 
Wesley  Thomas,  pastor  of  Taylor  Chapel, 
Oakland,  Calif.,  has  added  thirty  persons  to 
the  membership  roll,  and  besides  ministerial 
support  and  World  Service,  has  raised  $1,000 
additional  for  other  purposes.  This  young 
organization  has  been  very  much  strength¬ 
ened  by  the  wise,  virile  leadership  of  Brother 
Thomas,  who  recently  was  transferred  from 
the  Tennessee  Conference.  Brother  Thomas 
is  both  a  school  man  and  a  successful,  prac¬ 
tical  leader. 

— Dr.  Thomas  H.  B.  Walker,  pastor  of  our 
Tabernacle  Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  was  an 
interesting  visitor  to  the  World  Conference 
on  Faith  and  Order,  at  Lausanne,  Switzer¬ 
land.  Returning  from  Europe,  he  sailed  from 
Antwerp,  Germany,  on  the  Red  Star  Liner 
“Lapland,”  September  2.  On  the  evening  of 
September  10,  at  8.80,  he  was  chairman  of  a 
farewell  concert  held  on  board  the  steamer. 
Other  participants  were  the  Misses  Alice 
Burnham,  Jean  Wyatt,  M.  Casseur,  Messrs. 


The  Hon.  William  Gibbs  McAdoo,  who 
made  a  remarkable  record  as  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  during  the  World  War, 
set  the  wheels  of  national  politics  a-humming 
by  his  announcement  that  he  would  not  be 
a  candidate  for  the  presidential  nomination 
of  the  Democratic  party.  In  Washin^on  it 
has  aroused  a  discussion  among  nationtu  lead¬ 
ers  second  only  to  the  recent  announcement 
of  President  Coolidge. 

Mr.  McAdoo’s  act  is  hailed  as  that  of  a 
high-minded  and  patriotic  American  who 
seeks  first  the  welfare  of  his  party  and  his 
country.  If  his  effort  results  in  the  rehabili¬ 
tation  of  the  Democratic  party,  it  will  be  one 
of  the  most  important  achievements  of  his 
public  service.  There  is  need  in  this  republic 


Pastors! 

Some  of  our  pastors  allow  themselves 
to  drift  into  the  nabit  of  careless  indiffer¬ 
ence  toward  renewal  of  their  own  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  the  Southrcestem  Christian 
Advocate. 

To  correct  such  an  unintentional  habit, 
the  best  time  is  just  now,  while  preparing 
for  the  Annual  Conference — report  your 
list  of  renewals  and  new  subscriptions 
from  the  several  charges. 


K.  P.  Kirkwood,  G.  C.  Williams,  D.  J.  Grif¬ 
fiths,  M.  Walker,.*lhe  Revs.  Arthur  Wake 
and  T.  H.  B.  Walker.  Delightful  music  also 
was  furnished  by  the  Lapland  orchestra. 
Song,  recitation,  and  piano  comprised  the  fif¬ 
teen  selections  rendered. 

— To  succeed  President  E.  D.  Kohlstedt,  re¬ 
signed  to  become  corresponding  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Ex¬ 
tension,  the  board  of  directors  of  Dakota  Wes¬ 
leyan  University  elected  the  Rev.  Earl  A. 
Roadman,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa.  He  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  Normal  Department  of  Iowa  State 
Teachers’  Collet,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  received 
the  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  degree  from  Up¬ 
per  Iowa  University,  and  the  Bachelor  of 
Sacred  Theology  degree  from  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity.  His  educational  preparation  also  in¬ 
cludes  a  year  of  graduate  work  in  Germany. 
President  Roadman  taught  in  public  schools 
three  years,  was  a  professor  in  Upper  Iowa 
University  six  years,  and  has  been  m  the  pas¬ 
torate  seven  years.  He  served  the  following 
Iowa  charges:  Allison,  Eldora,  Grace  Church, 
and  Waterloo.  He  is  the  author  of  the  book, 
“The  Country  Church  and  Its  Program.”  He 
will  take  up  his  new  duties  at  the  opening  of 
the  college  year,  September  9.  President  and 
Mrs.  Roadman  have  a  family  of  six  children. 
Mrs.  Roadman  wad  a  critic  teacher  at  the 
Iowa  State  Teachers’  College  for  four  years. 


Shorter,  Brethren! 

Correspondents  will  kindly  be  advised  of 
the  strict  necessity  of  limiting  their  articles 
to  the  painful  minimum  of  words  required 
for  intelligent  expression  of  their  thoughts. 
Always  congested  beyond  limit,  our  col¬ 
umns  are  doubly  so  now  with  the  height¬ 
ened  interest  now  being  manifested  in  the 
approaching  General  Conference  legisla¬ 
tion. 

Shorter,  brethren ;  to  the  point. 


of  two  strong  parties  to  act  -as  a  check  on 
each  other  and  afford  an  opportunity  for 
great  issues  upon  which  there  are  differences 
of  opinion  to  be  fought  out  and  decided  by 
popular  expression.  Without  such  an  even 
balance  politically,  there  is  great  danger  of 
political  corruption  and  arbitrary  legislation. 

EX-SECRETARY  McADOO’S  STAND 

Mr.  McAdoo  was  a  victim  of  the  struggle 
which  developed  three  years  ago  in  the  Mad¬ 
ison  Square  Garden  Convention  of  his  party. 
It  was  here  that  the  Roman  Catholic  issue 
became  involved  in  the  question  of  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  party  and  a  bitter  contest  devel¬ 
oped.  Meeting  in  a  stronghold  of  political 
Romanism,  it  was  not  strange  that  when 


Governor  Albert  E.  Smith  became  a  candi¬ 
date  for  the  nomination  his  fellow  religion¬ 
ists,  in  and  out  of  the  Tammany  Hall  or- 
gaidzation,  should  vigorously  back  him.  This 
they  did,  even  making  an  effort  to  stampede 
the  convention.  The  Southern  and  Western 
delegations,  and  especially  those  having  a  rep¬ 
resentation  of  klansmen  in  them,  refused  to 
turn  the  party  leadership  over  to  Romanists 
and  Tammanyites.  It  was  here  that  the  con¬ 
vention  became  deadlocked. 

There  were  108  ballots  cast,  in  91  of 
which  Mr.  McAdoo  led,  receiving  at  one 
time  the  votes  of  680  of  the  1,096  delegates. 
Governor  Smith’s  highest  vote  was  868. 
Neither  could  break  the  deadlock  and  obtain 
the  two- thirds  v6te  necessary  for  the  nomi¬ 
nation.  The  voting  developed  into  a  contest 
between  the  Protestant  and  Romanist  ele¬ 
ments  in  the  party,  with  these  two  gentlemen 
regarded  respectively  as  their  champions,  al¬ 
though  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  either  of 
them  was  willingly  such.  The  mischief  which 
was  started  at  the  convention  resulted  in  dis¬ 
aster  for  the  party  at  the  polls. 

It  is  to  this  situation  that  Mr.  McAdoo 
refers  in  his  letter  of  withdrawal: 

“If  the  Democratic  situation  should  again 
develop  in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  inconclusive  and  disastrous  fight 
in  the  New  York  Convention  of  1924,  it  would 
be  calamitous,  and  the  party  would  be  re¬ 
duced  again  to  impotence  in  a  presidential 
contest.  True  Democratic  principles  and  pro¬ 
gressive  Democratic  policies  .  .  .  would  be 
submerged  in  another  disaster.  Everything 
possible  should  be  done  to  prevent  the  1928 
convention  from  degenerating  into  a  mere 
struggle  of  individuals  for  personal  prefer¬ 
ment  at  the  expense  of  principles  and  poli¬ 
cies  of  fundamental  importance  to  party 
character  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  nation. 
Principles  and  policies  must  come  first.” 

IMPORTANT  FUNCTION  BEFORE 
PEOPLE 

Washington  is  much  absorbed  at  present 
in  a  discussion  of  who.  will  b^  the  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  highest  elective  oiSce  in  the 
nation.  Now  that  a  prominent  possible  can¬ 
didate  in  each  major  party  has  expressed  his 
attitude,  many  new  names  are  being  promi¬ 
nently  brought  forth.  Both  of  tlie  major 
parties  have  men  available  of  tlie  highest 
type,  who  stand  for  the  Constitution,  for 
law  enforcement,  and  for  all  that  is  highest 
in  public  affairs.  Every  citizen  will  be  af¬ 
fected  by  the  men  chbsen  by  the  various  par¬ 
ties,  for  the  character  and  platform  of  each 
candidate  will  have  an  effect  upon  the  cam¬ 
paign  and  be  a  factor  in  determining,  who 
shaU  be  the  leader  of  this  people  and  the 
spokesman  of  the  nation  from  1929  to  1988. 
It  is  of  concern  to  every  church  member  that 
those  who  are  chosen  by  the  conventions  shall 
be,  no  matter  what  their  sect  or  party,  Chris¬ 
tian  in  their  ideals  and  constructive  in  their 
conduct  of  public  affairs. 
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IN  THE  multitude  of  questions  to  be  debated  as  sub¬ 
jects  of  formal  legislation  at  the  coming  General 
Conference,  must  be  reckoned  two  of  major  impor¬ 
tance.  These  concern  the  minister — ^his  career  of  activity 
and  his  period  of  retirement ;  equalization  or  a  more 
equitable  salary  allocation  for  the  active  minister,  and 
“claims”  or  “pension”  for  him  when  he  is  retir^.  As 
regards  the  fundamental  issues,  it  is  evident  the  General 
Conference  will  do  something  more  than  merely  to  dis¬ 
cuss.  This  is  made  so  by  the  increasing  emphasis  that 
other  denominations  are  placing  on  the  subject;  by  the 
far-sighted,  faithful  activities  of  our  own  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  and  Relief;  and  by  the  trend  of  the  times. 

Just  what  the  Conference  will  do  specifically,  nobody 
knows.  That  body  is  truly  democratic.  Hence  much 
of  the  “cut-and-dried”  stuff  carted  there  fails  of  passage. 
With  the  varied  intellectual  backgrounds  and  numerous 
new  contacts  from  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth ; 
with  the  suggestion  and  auto-suggestion  giving  rise  to 
fresh  mental  processes ;  with  new  horizons  of  advantage 
and  disadvantage  appearing,  the  General  Conference  de¬ 
velops  its  own  unique  group  mind  which  nobody  can  ac¬ 
curately  forsee  or  successfully  forestall.  But  the  com- 
ing  Conference  will  have  a  mind  to  do  something  about 
the  well-being  of  the  minister,  particularly  the  retired 
minister. 

Likely  it  will  approve  the  Contributory  Reserve  Pen¬ 
sion  Plan,  and  order  the  machinery  put  in  motion  for  its 
effective  operation  to  relieve  at  the  earliest  possible  mo¬ 
ment  the  long-neglected  class  of  public  servants  whom  for 
years  the  church  called  “superannuates,”  happily  in  later 
years,  by  the  more  dignified,  even  if  commercial  term. 
Retired.  Methodism  is  moving  out  to  the  justly  exalted 
conception  of  the  place  and  value  of  the  retired  preacher 
in  the  economy  of  our  church,  and  is  seeing  through 
clearer  eyes  the  active  attitude  the  laity  should  assume 
to  this  class  of  public  servants. 

The  layman  who  reflects  soberly  upon  the  minister’s 
relation  to  the  well-being  of  the  community  will  easilv 
allow  the  value  of  this  servant  to  whom  by  its  own  choos¬ 
ing  the  community  has  entrusted  its  spiritual  fortunes. 
The  minister  directs  the  spiritual  currents  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  its  individuals,  its  institutions,  its  contacts  and 
relationships.  He  is  charged  with  creating  the  religious 
ideals  and  impulses  of  the  community.  He  stimulates 
the  will  of  the  community  for  moral  and  spiritual  ex¬ 
cellence  in  ideal  and  conduct.  To  him  the  communitv 
looks  for  inspiration  and  constructive  help  in  its  endeav¬ 
ors  to  realize  the  highest  values,  individual  and  social, 
within  the  scope  of  his  message.  Dealing  with  life  at  its 
creative  sources,  the  minister  is  committed  to  the  high¬ 
est  function  of  service  within  the  entire  scope  of  the  com¬ 
munity’s  division  of  labor. 

Heretofore  both  the  church  and  the  minister  have 
been  dilatory  in  giving  due  estimate  to  the  worth  of 
such  service  in  terms  of  ample  rewards.  In  the  case  of 
the  preacher  himself,  modesty  has  dictated  the  course  of 


his  conduct  in  matters  of  financial  self-interest.  The 
church  has  hesitated  because  of  a  conscience  not  ade¬ 
quately  aroused.  Now  that  the  situation  has  reached 
an  acute  phase,  the  indication  is  that  both  the  church 
and  the  ministry,  urged  on  by  a  high  sense  of  mutual 
intelligent  obligation,  will  co-operate  to  render  secure 
the  future  of  these  spiritual  leaders  in  a  way  commen¬ 
surate  with  their  character  and  service. 

Seldom  is  the  minister  adequately  paid  during  his 
active  career.  The  argument  from  the  extra  social  de¬ 
mands  on  his  purse  by  reason  of  his  position  as  community 
benefactor  is  familiar  and  weighty.  Everybody  expects 
him  to  give;  nobody  allows  him  to  save.  In  fact,  if  he 
is  discovered  husbanding  his  scant  resources,  by  narrow, 
unsocial  minds  he  is  criticised — he  should  preach  “with¬ 
out  money  and  without  price.”  In  all  too  many  cases 
when  stated  salary  is  promised,  the  preacher  goes  up  to 
Annual  Conference  with  a  large  per  cent  of  the  promised 
amount  unpaid.  However  unethical  it  sounds,  this  is 
nevertheless  true  of  many  of  the  less  “ambitious”  ap¬ 
pointments.  In  our  possession  at  this  writing  is  a  letter 
from  one  of  our  piistors — a  man  with  four  children  in 
family — ^in  which  he  says :  “I  am  ashamed  to  tell  you  what 
I  have  received  on  salary  to  date  for  the  year  1927.  Just 
$230.14.”  Out  of  this  painfully  small  amount  he  is  en¬ 
deavoring  to  carry  on  the  “education”  of  his  children 
and  supply  them  the  other  necessities  of  life,  while  he  at 
the  same  time  is  the  minister  to  the  community.  Within 
two  weeks  from  this  writing  that  minister,  faithful  and 
true,  will  be  responding  to  the  roll  call  of  his  Conference  in 
which  he  has  been  a  useful  member  for  thirty  years.  At 
her  altars,  when  he  enters  her  doors,  the  Methodist 
preacher  ,  is  required  by  the  church  to  abandon  himself 
primarily  to  the  service  of  the  church  in  the  welfare  of 
the  community.  He  becomes  part  of  a  system  that  tolls 
every  minute  of  his  time  in  that  seiwice,  and  the  people 
put  thereupon  their  own  estimate  of  the  value  of  his 
time  and  service.  Is  there  any  other  social  situation  that 
exacts  more  and  proffers  such  a  precarious  reward.?  By 
the  same  system  for  the  same  purpose — ^the  community’s 
well-being — society,  through  the  preacher,  takes  toll  of 
his  family  as  these  share  the  self-denial  and  sacrifice  of 
their  economic  prop.  And  when  this  servant  of  the  com¬ 
munity  becomes  impaired  by  reason  of  ill-health  or  merci¬ 
less  old  age,  or  both,  society  in  turn  abandons  him  to 
his  own  ill-fortune.  But  is  it  fair  for  the  church  to  be¬ 
come  party  to  this  treatment  which  the  retired  preacher 
meets  thus.?  Dos  not  the  church  thus  become  particeps 
criminis  in  a  truly  monumental  and  unpardonaUe  social 
crime.? 

No  more  sacred  duty  devolves  on  Methodism  than  that 
of  meeting  on  a  high  moral  plane  the  demands  of  this 
situation  in  which  temporizing  and  sidestepping  have  been 
the  expedients  too  long  already.  This  General  Confer¬ 
ence  will  do  more  to  enhearten  the  ministry  of  the  church, 
to  reassure  that  ministry  of  the  practical  rather  than 
the  vaporous  value  of  the  church’s  social  message,  by 
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enacting  reasonable  legislation  to  safeguard  the  well-being 
of  the  ministry  than  has  been  done  by  the  church  since 
the  first  meager  beginnings  of  the  ‘‘Conference  Claim¬ 
ants’-  ”  or  the  “Superannuates*  Fund”  decades  ago.  Fol¬ 
lowing  such  legislation,  a  campaign  of  education  must 
be  begun  among  the  laity.  They  will  respond  to  the 
challenge.  Methodist  laymen  have  always  shown  intelli¬ 
gent  response  to  any  program  proposed  that  was  big 
enough  to  appeal  to  the  Greatheaits  of  the  pews.  These 
will  respond  now,  if  given  the  opportunity. 

This  progressive  General  Conference  legislation  will 
assuredly  enjoy  the  unstinted  support  of  our  Negro  mem¬ 
bership.  Than  we,  no  group  within  the  church  will  be 
more  directly  advantaged.  The  Negro  preacher  of  t^s 
church  thereby  becomes  a  member  of  the  most  carefully 
evolved  pension  system  that  modem  actuarial  skill  and 
experience  has  been  able  to  devise.  It  is  impossible  to 
tabulate  the  gain  that  would  accrue  to  our  group  by 


this  means  of  stabilizing  and  insuring  the  economic  fu¬ 
ture  of  the  ministry.  In  our  twenty  colored  dcmiestic 
Conferences  there  are  on  the  roll  of  Conference  Oaim- 
ants  more  than  1,000  persons.  Of  these,  267  are  re¬ 
tired  ministers  by  reason  of  age  or  other  infirmity.  Of 
these  267,  more  than  100 — to  be  accurate,  116 — receive 
less  than  $100  each  year  as  allowance  from  their  Con¬ 
ference  ;  and  fifty-three  receive  less  than  $60  each.  While 
some  of  our  active  ministers  receive  considerably  more, 
and  many  far  less,  $732.80  is  the  average  annual  salary 
of  our  total  ministerial  group.  The  wonder  is  that  we 
do  as  well  as  our  records  show. 

How  opportunely  for  us  that  the  church  has  arrived 
at  that  state  of  mind  and  moral  conviction  which  must 
express  itself  in  dignified  and  timely  legislation  on  be¬ 
half  of  its  ministry !  How  with  ready  urgency  it  becomes 
us  that  our  group  shall  respond  to  the  challenge  of  this 
long  awaited  opportunity! 


General  Conference  Delegates 


CENTRAL  GERMAN  CONFERENCE  DELEGATES 

Mimsterial — A.  J.  Bucher,  editor  Christian  Apolo¬ 
gist  ;  420  Plum  Street,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  F.  W.  Mueller, 
staff  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension; 
1701  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  William  Brickner, 
district  superintendent  Ohio  District ;  2217  East 

80th  Street,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Reserve — F.  J.  Baumann,  district  superintend  Michi¬ 
gan  District;  4466  Vancouver  Ave.,  Detroit,  Mich.  A. 
L.  Marting,  pastor  Church  of  the  Cross;  967  Caledonia 
Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  E.  Edelmaier,  pastor  24th  Street 
Church;  3016  24th  Street,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Lay — Charles  E.  Allinger,  secretary-treasurer  The 
Chas.  A.  Strelinger  Co.;  149-166  Lamed  Street,  East, 
Detroit,  Mich.  Fred  J.  Bauman,  foreman,  Cleveland 
Twist  Drill  Co. ;  12010  Iowa  Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Will 
J.  Gelvin,  traveling  salesman.  Undertakers’  Supplies ; 
Batesville,  Ind. 

Reserve — Louis  C.  Fritsche,  manager  Publications  and 
Sales,  Methodist  Book  Concern;  420  Plum  Street,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio.  Gottlieb  Golder,  publisher;  823  Heber- 
ton  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  George  W.  Liunm,  sales  man¬ 
ager  Standard  Oil  Co. ;  628  Coney  Court,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

CENTRAL  SWEDISH  CONFERENCE  DELE¬ 
GATES 

Mimsterial — C.  G.  Wallenius,  president  Wesley 
Academy  and  Seminary;  2406  Sherman  Avenue,  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill. 

Reserve — ^E.  P.  Swan,  district  superintendent  Chicago 
District;  2606  Isabella  Street,  Evanston,  Ill. 

Lay — Carl  A.  Carlson,  banker;  726  Irving  Park 
Boulevard,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Reserve — J.  Edward  Anderson,  automobile  distribu¬ 
tor;  87  North  Harrison  Street,  Batavia,  HI. 

DENMARK  CONFERENCE  DELEGATES 

Lay — Grilles  H.  Yensen,  farmer,  Vindingegaard,  Ros- 
kilde. 

Reserve — Carl  C.  Thadmp,  hardware  man,  Fred- 
erikshavn. 


IOWA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  DELEGATES 

Ministerial — George  Blagg,  pastor,  Grinnell,  Iowa; 
Wilbur  R.  Keesey,  district  superintendent,  Ottumwa, 
Iowa;  William  H.  Spence,  pastor,  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Reserve — Edward  J.  Shook,  pastor,  Sigourney,  Iowa ; 
Ulysses  S.  Smith,  pastor,  Fairfield,  Iowa. 

Lay — Theodore  H.  Maytag,  manufacturer,  621 
South  C  Avenue,  West,  Newton,  Iowa ;  Dean  Taylor, 
postmaster,  106  West  Grimes  Street,  Fairfield,  Iowa; 
Addison  J.  Wood,  farmer,  R.  R.  2,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Reserve — Elza  E.  Phelps,  banker,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa ; 
George  E.  Wahl,  manufacturer  superintendent,  110  North 
Woodlawn  Avenue,  Burlington,  Iowa. 

MICHIGAN  CONFERENCE  DELEGATES 

Ministerial — Hugh  Kennedy,  34  East  Elizabeth 
Street,  Detroit,  Mich. ;  W.  H.  Phelps,  32  East  Elizabeth 
Street,  Detroit,  Mich.;  W.  W.  Slee,  Benton  Harbor, 
Mich. ;  Frederick  Spence,  Jackson,  Mich. ;  C.  J.  Kmse, 
Petoskey,  Mich.;  J.  B.  Peatling,  Boyne  City,  Mich.; 
Floyd  L.  Blewfield,  230  Calkins  Avenue,  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich. 

Reserve — President  John  L.  Seaton,  Albion,  Mich. ; 
J.  R.  Wooton,  Greenville,  Mich. 

Laymen — L.  D.  Dickinson,  Charlotte,  Mich. ;  W.  W. 
Tefft,  Consumers  Power  Company,  Jackson,  Mich. ;  J.  J. 
Cox,  Scottville,  Mich. ;  L.  T.  Wilmarth,  Michigan  Tmst 
Building,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. ;  Mrs.  Estella  Ray,  Man¬ 
istee,  Mich. ;  Mrs.  F.  U.  Doubleday,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. ; 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Densmore,  Mason,  Mich. 

NORWEGIAN-DANISH  CONFERENCE  DELE¬ 
GATES 

Ministerial — H.  A.  Ofstie,  district  superintendent , 
3849  Chicago  Ave.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Reserve — Edward  Erickson,  district  superintendent, 
1700  North  Latrobe  Ave.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Lay — Ole  A.  Berg,  deputy  collector  of  Customs,  Su¬ 
perior,  Wis. 

Reserve — John  Sakrison,  banker.  Deer  Park,  Wis. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


“The  Church  of  the  Assumption” 

“rriHE  CHURCH  OF  THE  ASSUMPTION”  is  a 

I  .  very  common  name  for  Roman  Catholic  churches. 

It  is  a  name  never  found  on  Protestant  churches, 
for  it  comes  from  a  dogma  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

In  a  very  different  sense  many  churches  not  Roman 
Catholic  might  be  regarded  as  a  “church  of  the  assump¬ 
tion”  because  their  effectiveness  in  establishing  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  is  greatly  hindered  by  the  false  assumptions 
which  seem  to  underlie  a  great  deal  of  their  life  and  activ¬ 
ity.  Many  churches  seem  to  make  “assumptions”  which 
are  not  justified  in  the  gospel. 

There  are  churches  which  assume  that  they  are  an  end 
in  themselves.  As  far  as  an  observer  could  judge  they 
assume  that  their  purpose  is  fulfilled  if  they  maintain 
themselves  in  health  and  prosperity.  In  this  respect  they 
are  like  a  professional  invalid  whose  chief  end  in  life  is  to 
keep  himself  alive.  If  he  succeeds  in  doing  this,  the  lar¬ 
ger  question  of  what  useful  end  his  health  accomplishes, 
is  not  raised.  Such  churches  are  poor  representatives  of 
Him  who  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto  but  to  minis¬ 
ter.  They  are  centrifugal  forces  drawing  inward  to 
themselves,  when  they  should  be  flinging  their  lives  out¬ 
ward.  New  faces  in  the  pews,  new  names  upon  the  roll, 
new  tasks  laid  upon  the  heart  of  the  Church — these  come 
only  like  the  rare  visits  of  Halley’s  comet. 

The  church  which  makes  the  assumption  that  maintain¬ 
ing  itself  in  health  and  strength  is  fulfilling  its  destiny 
turns  the  gospel  entirely  upside  down.  The  far-reaching 
task  of  the  Church  in  establishing  the  Kingdom  has  been 
well  described  by  the  glowing  words  of  Walter  Rauschen- 
^'busch :  “This  high  task  -of  making,  human  life  and  human 
society  the  realization  of  the  Father’s  loving  will  for  His 
children;  this  is  the  substance  of  the  spiritual  life,  of 
which  the  services  and  the  devotion  of  the  Church  are  but 
outward  forms.” 

Some  churches  seem  to  make  the  assumption  that  the 
world  can  he  saved  hy  organization.  They  never  make 
that  statement  in  so  many  words,  but  the  emphasis  which 
they  lay  upon  organization,  physical  equipment,  upon 
manipulations  of  one  sort  and  another  proclaims  very 
clearly  that  the  Church  is  going  on  the  assumption  that 
such  things  are  of  first  importance. 

Such  churches  have  forgotten  that  the  'gift  of  organ¬ 
ization  is  never  ranked  as  of  the  first  order  in  the  New 
Testament.  When  the  apostle  Paul  drew  up  the  classic 
lists  of  God’s  gifts  to  the  Church  in  the  twelfth  chapter 
of  First  Corinthians,  the  powers  of  organization  and 
administration  are  mentioned  seventh  in  order. 

Committees,  bureaus,  boards,  secretaries,  budgets, 
drives,  publicity — these  are  the  background  and  fore¬ 
ground  of  so  much  ecclesiastical  activity.  As  someone 
has  said  overlooking  the  scene,  “The  cry  of  the  churches 
today  is  not  so  much  ‘Save  the  world’  as  ‘Raise  the 
budget.’  ”  An  age  of  machinery  demands  a  new  metaphor. 
We  could  sing  most  properly,  not,  “Like  a  mighty  army” 
but 

“Like  a  mighty  engine 
Moves  the  Church  of  God.” 

The  pistons  plunge  back  and  forth,  the  wheels  inter¬ 
lock,  the  whistle  screams,  the  organization  moves.  (Or 
not,  as  the  case  may  be !) 

The  danger  of  all  this,  of  course,  is  that  it  may  blind 


us  to  the  fact  that  the  Christian  life  is  a  biological  func¬ 
tion,  not  a  mechanical  one.  “Ye  must  be  bom  again.”  “In 
Him  was  life.”  The  things  which  come  first  in  Paul’s  list 
of  gifts  are  those  having  to  do  essentially  with  the  com¬ 
munication  of  life — apostles,  prophets,  teachers.  These 
are  supreme.  When  they  are  present,  other  things,  such 
as  miraculous  powers,  organization,  supplement  help¬ 
fully.  But  they  are  not  indispensable.  To  fall  into  the 
delusion  that  .they  are  of  first  importance  is,  in  the  literal 
sense  of  the  word,  insanity.  It  turns  the  whole  genius  of 
Christianity  wrong  end  foremost. 

Today  bodies  of  Christians  are  depending  on  organiza¬ 
tion  for  things  it  can  never  produce  any  more  than  an 
automobile  engine  can  give  birth  to  an  orchard. 

To  realize  this  is  not  to  disparage  the  value  of  organ¬ 
ization  or  administration.  Paul  counts  it  a  distinct  spirit¬ 
ual  gift.  But  he  keeps  it  in  its  place — seventh ! 

The  irony  of  great  mechanical  achievement  is  that  the 
machine  becomes  the  master  of  its  creator,  instead  of  its 
slave.  This  has  been  the  history  of  the  industrial  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  centuries.  The 
machine  comes  as  a  labor-saving  benefactor,  and  then  a 
new  slavery  develops — ^in  which  men  are  forced  to  tend  the 
machine  in  a  deadening  monotony  of  standardized  motion. 

That  same  calamity  threatens  the  Church — that  as  the 
machine  grows  great  and  more  complex,  the  task  of  keep- 

it  ffoing  grows  more  and  more  insistent  and  engrossing, 
until  the  machine  itself  demands  the  greater  part  of  the 
Church’s  energies,  and  the  purposes  it  was  designed  to 
serve  are  obscured  or  forgotten. 

The  third  assumption  which  many  churches  make  con¬ 
sciously  or  unconsciously  is,  that  something  else  can  he 
substituted  for  the  message  of  the  Christian  gospel. 

One  of  the  disturbing  facts  over  wide  areas  of  church 
life  is  the  frequency  with  which  it  seems  to  be  assumed 
that  the  gospel  does  not  have  the  drawing  power  of  a 
vaudeville  performance  of  some  kind  or  other.  These 
substitutes  for  the  message  of  Jesus  are  of  many  kinds. 
Sometimes  they  are  as  crude  as  the  exhibition  of  Siamese 
twins,  which-  occurred  in  a  church  in  Newark  last  spring. 
Sometimes  they  are  as  offensive  to  good  taste  as  is  turn¬ 
ing  over  the  pulpit  to  motion-picture  stars  who  happen 
to  bask  in  popular  favor,  whether  they  have  any  message 
or  not.  Sometimes  it  is  the  substitution  of  good  advice 
for  good  newsw  We  ought  never  to  forget  that  the  Chris¬ 
tian  gospel  is  good  “news”  and  not  good  advice. 

It  was  first  preached  as  news.  Whenever  it  has  been 
preached  with  power  it  has  been  preached  as  news.  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  first  and  foremost  a  historical  religion.  Some¬ 
thing  happened :  “The  Word  became  flesh  and  dwelt  among 
us,  full  of  grace  and  truth.”  When  the  Christian  evangel 
ceases  to  be  good  news  and  dwindles  down  into  mere  ad¬ 
vice,  it  has  ceased  to  be  itself  and  loses  its  power. 

L. 

Presumption 

R.  GEORGE  A.  GORDON  tells  a  story  of  the 
preaching  in  Scotland  in  his  youth : 

“With  three  exceptions,  I  never  heard  in  my  boyhood  or  youth  from 
a  Scottish  preacher  a  word  that  had  the  least  meaning  or  interest  for 
me.  ...  I  happened  to  be  brought  up  among  country  ministers 
who  had  no  gift  for  public  speech,  no  juice  in  mind  or  heart.  I  recall 
the  story  of  two  Scotchmen  discussing  the  sermon  after  church. 
*Wasna  that  a  grand  sermon?’  said  one. 

“  ‘Aye,’  answered  the  other,  ‘but  did  you  understand  it?’ 

“‘Understand  it?’  repeated  the  other,  ‘I  wou’dna  hae  the  pre¬ 
sumption.’  ” 
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of  a  problem  inside 
than  he  had  been 
out.  Jesse  Lee  had 
more  experience  try¬ 
ing  to  fit  the  rigors  of 
Methodist  discipline 
to  this  Yankee  will-o’- 
the-wisp  than  any¬ 
body  else,  but  Asbury, 
Coke,  Whatcoat,  Gar- 
rettson,  Snethen — all 
the  commanders  of 
that  early  Methodist 
army  had  their  trou- 


THE  Methodist 
Church  has  har- 
bored  some 
queer  individuals  in 
its  time.  But  it  is 
’doubtful  whether  it 
ever  contained  one 
queerer  than  Lorenzo 
Dow.  His  own  iour- 


LORENZO  DOW 

He  Commanded  the  Greatest  Audiences  of  His  Day 


Lorenzo  Dow 


They  Called  Him  ‘  ‘Crazy’  ’  Dow,  and  With  Reason 
But  He  Carried  the  Methodist  Fire  Where  a 
Saner  Man  Might  Never  Have  Gone 


By  Paul  Hutchinson 


The  Man  Nobody  Could  “Keep  Put” 

As  I  have  said,  Dow  was  a  trial  to  his  Methodist 
superiors  from  the  start.  For  several  years  he  was  an 
^annual  “problem”  at  the  door  of  Conference,  and  when 
.-at  last  he  had  slipped  inside  the  bar  he  proved  more 
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igubject  to  careful  police  supervision.  Yet,  all  things 
Fconsidered,  he  had  a  fine  time  in  Ireland.  He  found 
plenty  of  places  in  which  to  preach,  made  some  of  the 
warmest  friends  of  his  life,  and  the  number  of  his  con¬ 
verts  was  large. 

“Behold  This  Dreamer  Cometh!” 

When  Dow  returned  to  the  United  States  from  this 
first  Irish  expedition  there  were  still  Methodists  who  were 
willing  to  give  him  a  chance  in  the  regular  itinerancy. 
One  of  them — I  am  interested  to  note  that  his  name  was 
Hutchinson — persuaded  Freeborn  Garrettson  to  give  him 
a  circuit  on  his  district.  Garrettson  was  skeptical,  but 
this  Hutchinson  in  a  way  became  security  for  Dow  with 
the  elder.  Garrettson’s  skepticism  was  justified.  It 
wasn’t  very  long  before  Lorenzo  was  dreaming  and  hear¬ 
ing  voices  again.  And  the  next  thing  anybody  knew  he 
was  disembarking  from  a  coasting  vessel  in  Georgia.  This 
was  the  end  of  his  career  as  a  “regular”  Methodist 
preacher.  After  that  he  was  decidedly  irregular — and 
decidedly  powerful.  For  from  Georgia  began  the  first  of 
those  immense  itineraries  that  took  him  back  over  the 
mountains  and  through  the  wilderness  until  he  had  car¬ 
ried  his  message  to  practically  every  settlement  between 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  the  Mississippi  River. 

About  this  time  he  fell  in  love.  It  is  a  shame  not 
to  give  the  full  account  of  his  courtship,  as  his  journal 
preserves  it,  for  it  can  have  had  few  parallels.  But  it 
began  when  he  visited  one  Smith  Miller,  a  Connecticut 
man  who  kept  a  house  in  which  Methodist  itinerants  oc¬ 
casionally  stayed.  When  Miller’s  daughter,  Peggy, 
stepped  into  the  room,  Dow  asked  her  whether  it  was 
I*"*!®,  as  he  had  been  told,  that  she  was  resolved  to  marry 
no  one  but  a  Methodist  preacher.  Peggy  confirmed  the 
Vumor.  Dow  then  asked,  “Do  you  think  you  could  ac¬ 
cept  of  such  an  object  as  me?”  Peggy  left  the  room 
without  answering.  Dow  says  that  he  had  opportunity 
to  ask  only  one  more  question  on  that  first  visit.  Whether 
or  not  it  was  the  same  question  we  are  not  told. 


A  Weird  Courtship 

But  the  next  day  Dow  was  back,  under  pretext  of 
having  his  clothes  fixed.  This  time  he  told  Peggy  of 
an  impending  southern  trip,  on  which  he  was  fairly  cer¬ 
tain  to  die.  “But,”  said  he,  “if  I  am  preserved  a  year 
and  a  half  from  now  I  hope  to  see  this  northern  coun¬ 
try  again,  and  if  you  live  and  remain  single,  and  find 
no  one  you  like  better  than  me,  and  would  be  willing  to 
give  me  twelve  months  out  of  thirteen,  or  three  years 
out  of  four  to  travel,  and  that  in  foreign  lands,  and  never 
say,  ‘Do  not  go  to  your  appointment’ — for  if  you  should 
stand  in  my  way,  I  should  pray  to  God  to  remove  you, 
which  I  believe  He  would  answer — and  if  I  find  no  one 
I  like  better  'than  I  do  you,  perhaps  something  further 
may  be  said  on  the  subject.” 

This  might  be  taken  for  a  proposal.  Apparently  it 
was  by  Peggy.  She  waited;  Lorenzo  returned;  they 
were  married ;  he  turned  out  to  be  fully  as  errant  a  hus¬ 
band  SIS  he  had  warned.  But  Peggy  proved  an  ideal  wife, 
and  they  lived  together  in  such  complete  accord  that  the 
time  never  came  when  the  husband  was  tempted  to  pray 
God  to  let  him  out  of  his  bargain  by  the  respectable 
route  of  widowerhood.  He  showed  his  affection  for  her 
by  calling  her  “My  Rib,”  which  is  certainly  as  intimate 
a  term  of  endearment  as  one  could  devise. 

After  his  wedding,  Dow’s  life  was  a  ceaseless  itin¬ 


erancy.  Accompanied  by  Mrs.  Dow,  he  crossed  the  ocean 
once  more,  where  he  proved  instnunental  in  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Primitive  Methodists  and  the  Quaker  Meth¬ 
odists,  together  with  one  or  two  local  bo^es  of  inde¬ 
pendent  Methodists  in  England.  He  also  had  a  second 
successful  evangelistic  tour  in  Ireland.  On  the  American 
continent  he  passed  back  and  forth  without  pause,  preach¬ 
ing  all  the  time,  save  when  he  was  writing  or  debating. 
He  became  a  famous  champion  in  those  days  of  intense 
doctrinal  disputation.  Calvinists  and  Universalists  being 
his  favorite  opponents.  In  the  camp  meetings  he  proved 
a  power;  indeed,  there  was  a  time  when  he  was  the  most 
popular  camp-meeting  preacher  in  the  country.  Never 
robust,  th^  diseases  common  to  the  frontier  fastened  hard 
on  him,  so  that  he  had  to  have  a  leather  harness  made 
to  hold  him  erect  and  in  his  saddle,  and  later  even  this 
had  to  give  way  to  a  carriage.  But  he  kept  going,  preach¬ 
ing  with  power,  and  witnessing  revivals  of  tremendous 
emotional  force. 

The  last  years  of  Dow’s  life  are  somewhat  shrouded. 
He  did  not  leave  his  journal  in  such  form  as  to  give  us 
the  whole  story,  and  by  that  time — he  died  in  1834 — 
the  Methodists  had  come  to  regard  him  as  such  a  lia¬ 
bility  that  they  said  as  little  about  him  as  possible.  It  is 
almost  pitiable  to  find,  in  the  best  of  the  Methodist  biog¬ 
raphies  of  Dow,  published  seven  years  after  his  death, 
the  closing  pages  filled  with  references  to  his  “declension 
in  piety.”  The  paragraph  in  which  this  excellent  work 
brings  its  subject’s  career  to  a  close  is  worth  quoting 
as  an  example  of  literary  art,  if  for  no  other  reason. 
“Mr.  Dow’s  end  was  sudden,”  it  says.  “He  was  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  preparing  his  papers 
'for  a  continuation  of  his  journal,  when  he.  sickened  and 
died.  Of  the  manner  of  his  death  little  is  known,  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  he  lived  to  repent  his  loss  of  piety,  and 
obtain  the  precious  faith  he  so  evidently  enjoyed  in  the 
early  part  of  his  career.  He  was  probably  about  fifty- 
seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.” 

Permanent  Marks 

It  is  hard  to  discover  the  basis  of  this  “loss  of  piety” 
charge.  According  to  all  that  one  can  learn,  Dow  kept 
preaching  to  congregations  larger  than  those  of  any  other 
American  preacher  right  up  to  the  time  of  his  death; 
he  kept  having  conversions  everywhere  he  preached ;  more 
babies  were  named  after  him  than  after  any  other  Meth¬ 
odist  of  his  time.  To  be  sure,  as  he  neared  the  end  he 
gave  more  and  more  time  to  fighting  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olics,  and  his  real  purpose  in  visiting  Washington  at  the 
time  of  his  death  seems  to  have  been  to  uncover  Jesuit 
plots  there.  But  fighting -the  Catholics  has  never  been 
generally  regarded  by  the  Methodists  as  evidence  of  loss 
of  piety.  The  truth  is  that  Dow  became  a  good  deal  of 
a  critic  of  the  Methodist  system,  and  especially  of  the 
Methodist  bishops,  and  this  was  taken  to  be  tantamount 
to  a  confessed  loss  of  piety.  Well,  perhaps  it  was. 

At  any  rate,  sanctified  (as  he  claimed)  or  not  (as 
others  claimed),  he  made  his  mark.  Go  down  into  Ala¬ 
bama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Missouri  and  you 
can  find  that  mark  abiding.  And  whether  you  think  he 
was  sane  or  crazy;  justified  in  the  course  he  pursued  or 
irresponsible;  a  heyo  qr  a  freak — whatever  you  call  him, 
he  is  worth  knowing.  He  deserved  a  better,  fuller  descrip¬ 
tion  than  I  have  given  here.  For,  as  Abel  Stevens  said 
of  him,  “He  possessed  characteristics  not  devoid  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  student  of  human  nature.” 
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Roughnecks 

and 

Celebrities 


Some  Adventures  in  Human  Nature 


By  John  Sheridan  Zelie 


IT  WAS  McCafferty  who  suggested  this  combination, 
and  it  was  after  this  manner:  In  the  worst  days  at 
Chateau-Thierry  I  was  suddenly  projected  into  a  new 
outfit  and  was  none  too  easy  in  mind  as  to  how  I  would 
get  on  with  it.  And  McCafferty’s  disdainful  glance,  as 
he  looked  down  at  the  newcomer  from  the  height  of  the 
truck  he  was  driving,  did  nothing  to  reassure  me.  Within 
two  days  we  had  “a  head-on  collision,”  for,  as  I  prowled 
around  in  pursuit  of  my  duties  in  the  seven-hundred-years- 
old  convent  of  Ste.  Jean  Baptiste  which  we  had  seized  for 
quarters,  I  found  McCafferty’s  two  turbulent  horses  com¬ 
fortably  quartered  in  the  little  mortuary,  chapel.  Hailing 
him  shortly  afterward,  I  asked  him  if  he  .hadn’t  any  more 
sense  than  to  stable  his  horses  in  a  mortuary  chapel. 
“A  what  kind  of  a  chapel?”  he  roared  at  me.  After  ex¬ 
planations  and  the  remark  that  he  might  have  known  it 
was  a  chapel  by  the  altar  in  it,  he  replied  that  that 
was  a  good  one  on  him  for  it  looked  to  him  more  like 
a  boxstall  than  anything  else,  and  the  only  place  in  those 
blooming  dugouts  where  the  roof  did  not  leak.  I  was 
glad  of  the  collision,  for  over  the  transfer  of  his  animals 
we  sealed  our  friendship  for  life. 


'Lott  week  an  Italian  etructural  steelworker  dropped  in  just 
after  an  Episcopal  bishop  had  dropped  ouV’ 


Maguire’s  view  was  that  I  knew  a  good  crowd  wherever 
I  found  it,  and  that  was  all  there  was  to  it.  “Well,  then,” 
said  McCafferty,  “I  give  it  up.  I  guess  your  specialty 
is  roughnecks  and  celebrities.” 


A  Job  Lot  of  Friends 

A  literary  celebrity  has  complained  to  me  that  I  had 
a  job  lot  of  friends,  a  point  rather  well  taken,  as  he 
himself  was  the  oldest  and  earliest  of  them,  and  “many 
excellent  people”  have  badgered  me  to  know  what  I  could 
find  in  him. 

I  can  never  quite  understand  the  familiar  absorption 
in  sociology,  coupled  with  extreme  indifference  toward 
the  individuals  who  are  the  staple  of  that  science,  nor 
can  I  understand  those  who  prate  about  equality  without 
bothering  to  go  and  become  equal  with  somebody.  Our 
superheated  desire  to  make  over  society  needs  tempering 
by  frequent  cooling  drafts  of  discovering  how  many  people 
there  are  who  are  a  satisfaction  just  as  they  stand. 

Sooner  or  later  psychological  science  will,  I  am  cer¬ 
tain,  invent  what  might  be  called  a  pleasureometer,  an 
instrument  which  could  be  attached  to  the  person  in  an 
unobtrusive  way,  and  would  delicately  record  when  we 
are  receiving  the  most  pleasure  from  anybody.  Of  course, 
it  might  upset  many  traditional  social  estimates  if  some¬ 
one  who  ought  by  fame  and  standing  to  be  very  interesting 
should  turn  out  not  to  be  so  at  all,  while  the  needle  on 
the  dial  would  show  all  sorts  of  curious  activity  at  the 
approach  of  the  ashman,  as  mine  did  when  I  discovered 
that  he  had  marched,  with  Havelock,  to  the  relief  of  Luck¬ 
now. 

Last  week  an  Italian  structural  steelworker  dropped 
in  just  after  an  Episcopal  bishop  had  dropped  out.  Both 
were  interesting,  and  the  conversation  of  the  best  in  both 
cases.  But  the  bishop  was  a  bit  careful,  as  was  befitting 
a  bishop.  The  bridge  worker  was  not.  Courtesy  was 


Archbishops  and  Truck  Drivers 

And  now,  whenever  I  arrive  in  Pittsburgh  he  drops 
his  trucking  business  for  the  day,  whiskd  me  over  miles 
of  territory  to  hunt  up  our  former  comrades  in  shops, 
ofiices,  factories,  barber  shops,  and  stores,  and  then,  at 
the  close  of  what  he  calls  “a  perfect  day,”  he  takes  me 
home  for  dinner  and  the  night  and  what  we  both  call  a 
“grand  powwow.”  He  wishes  to  know  to  the  last  detail 
what  has  happened  to  me,  and  if  I  try  to  make  selections 
likely  to  be  of  most  interest  to  him  he  digs  in  behind 
them,  most  interested  in  the  things  I  would  not  suspect 
him  of  caring  for,  and  especially  academic  things.  Though 
no  great  churchman,  he  was  mdre  than  curious  about  each 
detail  of  architecture  and  costume  and  talk  and  person¬ 
ality  when  he  found  that  I  had  spent  an  evening  with  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  at  Lambeth  Palace.  “This,” 
he  said,  “was  good  stuff  and  he  didn’t  care  how  late  he 
went  to  bed,  the  trucking  business  could  wait  a  little,  he 
wasn’t  stuck  on  it  anyhow,  and  to  think  of  this  happen¬ 
ing  to  one  of  the  old  crowd!  Who  would  ever  have 
thought,  when  we  were  grubbing  around  in  the  muck  to¬ 
gether  at  Chateau-Thierry  and  Neuvilly,  that  you  would 
ever  be  in  a  place  like  that?”  “But,”  he  added,  a  little 
puzzled,  “we  thought  you  liked  our  crowd  down  to  the 
ground,  and  yet  when  you  get  away  from  us  you  go  cavort¬ 
ing  around  with  the  other  sort;  I  don’t  quite  catch  on.” 
When  an  hour  later  Maguire  of  the  outfit  happened  in, 
McCafferty  asked  his  judgment  on  this  matter.  But 
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^  equal  in  the  two  cases.  Before  the  bridge  worker  was  demagogue  is  that  he  never  either  deceived  or  was  de- 

P  done  with  us  our  minds  were  new — furnished  with  scenery  ceived  by  the  illusion  of  mass-suggestion.  To  him  a  man 

which  was  a  Godsend  in  our  dull  street  on  a  grey  day.  did  not  disappear  in  a  dense  crowd  any  more  than  in  a 

The  monastery  of  his  native  village  slipped  into  .the  con-  desert.  He  honored  all  men;  that  is,  he  not  only  loved 

versation  between  passages  about  how  the  new  bridge  but  respected  them  all.  There  was  never  a  man  who 
was  progressing,  and  the  habits  and  manner  of  the  monks  looked  into  those  brown,  burning  eyes  without  being  cer- 
and  their  reasons  for  the  monastic  life  were  interspersed,  tain  that  Francis  Bemadone  was  really  interested  in  him; 
quite  naturally  with  his  own  reasons  for  being  a  bridge  that  he  was  being  valued  and  taken  seriously,  and  not 
worker.  If  I  ever  went  there  the  monks  would  receive  merely  added  to  the  spoils  of  some  social  policy  or  the 
me  instanter.  The  little  olive  orchard  of  his  father  and  names  in  some  clerical  document.” 
the  winepress  blended  in  harmoniously  with  snatches  of  A  professor  at  Johns  Hopkins 
conversation  about  his  own  ambitions  as  a  tenor.  “But,”  everybody  ouj 
someone  will  be  asking,  “would  you,  now,  want  to  ask  him 
to  lunch?”  Bless  your  dear  soul,  it  was  at  lunch  that  more  i 
all  these  varieties  regaled  us.  And  nothing  got  out  of  body  else  in  the  town, 
joint.  “But,”  someone  will  be  asking,  “how  would  you 

have  felt  if  Mr.  -  had  hap- 

pened  to  come  in  just  then?” 

Mr.  - is  almost  always  busy 

with  worshiping  at  his  ancestral 
tablets  and  never  lets  you  forget 
them  for  a  minute,  but,  in  my 
judgment,  nothing  whatever 
would  have  happened  if  he  had 
come  in,  for  nothing  ever  did  yet. 

Only,  my  pleasureometer  would 
probably  have  sunk  to  zero  and  JULffu 
the  thermometer  as  well.  Amr 

An  old  Scotchman  of  Oxford, 
who  knew  Carlyle,  in  answer  to  MV 
my  question  whether  he  was  as 
grouchy  and  impossible  as  com- 

monly  reported,  replied  casually,  nHB 

“No,  he  was  very  much  like  other  pBlA 

^  people.”  So  was  the  steelworker 
and  so  was  the  bishop.  And  so 
is  the  chap  at  the  soda  fountain 
in  our  drug  store  who  has  an¬ 
nexed  as  friends  nearly  every¬ 
body  in  our  set  and  out  of  it. 

The  leading  lawyer  of  the  region 
has  waked  up  to  his  exceeding 
heartiness  and  charm,  but  does 
not  know  how  to  express  it  save 
by  a  furtive  dollar  tip  now  and  then, 
like  to  go  farther,  but  it  isn’t  done  and,  besides,  he  has 
a  whole  raft  of  ancestors.  What  George’s  friends  would 
all  like  to  do  is  to  invite  him  to  the  house, 
since  took  the  bull  by  the  horns,  and  he  comes  and  goes 
as  freely  as  anybody.  Henry  Van  Dyke  came  just  after 

George’s  last  visit,  and  I  was  disappointed  that  they  did  and  publicly  thanked  him 
not  meet.  tinned  till 

An  Ice  Man  of  Distinction 

When  after  long  tongue-tiedness  I  managed  to  get 
it  out  at  breakfast  that  our  ice-  man  of  three  years’ 
standing  was  a  person  of  distinction,  the  whole  family 
(for  once)  were  swift  and  vocal  in  their  agreement.  In 
one  way  or  another  they  must  have  managed  to  com¬ 
municate  their  feeling  to  him,  for  shortly  he  asked  for 
an  interview  about  something.  So  he  came  and  there  he 
sat,  just  as  Darwin  said  Gladstone  did,  “and  talked  away 
just  like  you  or  anybody,”  though  better  than  most. 

But  this  is  no  plea  for  the  mere  “mixer.”  Having 
I  just  renewed  our  acquaintance  with  St.  Francis,  let  us 
recall  Mr.  Chesterton’s  good  word,  “that  what  dis¬ 
tinguishes  this  very  genuine  democrat  from  any  mere 


questions  whether 
ight  to  try  this,  while  a  very  learned  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Princeton  proves  we  ought  by  himself  knowing 
wagon  drivers,  clerks,  and  errand  boys  than  any- 
i.  Life  is  needlessly  wearisome  be¬ 
cause  we  do  not  cross-fertilize  it  by  happy  adventures 
with  people  just  over  our  imaginary  line. 

We  are  always  complaining  that  our  old 
friends  are  dropping  away  or  moving  off,  but 
do  not  seem  to  realize  that  something  may  be 
L  done  about  this  form  of  depreciation  as  well 

as  others,  and  that  we  can  strike  up  new  friend- 
ships  which  may  be  as  good  as  the  old. 

Little  accidents,  if  we  will  let  them,  bring 
solid,  new  persons  into  our  lot.  When  Win¬ 
chester  Cathedral  was  found  to 
be  sinking,  the  authorities  en¬ 
gaged  Walker,  greatest  of  Eng¬ 
lish  divers,  to  descend  into  the 
black  mud  and  water  under  the 
cathedral  and  underpin  it. 
Walker  was  down  there  six  years, 
coming  up  to  breathe  at  inter¬ 
vals,  of  course  (which  is  more  than 
a  good  many  of  us  do),  and  in 
one  of  those  intervals  I  happened 
to  be  looking  down  into  the  shaft. 
Just  emerging  from  his  helnqet, 
he  gazed  up  at  me  in  a  friendly 
way  and  I  called  down  to  him 
that  I  had  been  thinking  of  him 
all  the  year  over  in  the  United 
States  and  wondering  how  he  was 
getting  along.  “Well,  now,  think 
He  would  really  of  that,  will  you?  Anybody  over  in  America  thinking  of 
me  down  in  this  muck  hole.  I  certainly  am  glad  to  hear 
that.”  And  so,  one  thing  leading  to  another  quite  natu- 
We  long  rally.  Walker  and  I  would  write  to  each  other  at  intervals, 
he  cheerfully  posting  me  on  the  progress  of  his  work  until 
it  was  all  done,  and  the  king  came,  and  the  archbishop. 

The  pleasant  interchange  con- 
one  day  a  canon  wrote  me  that  “our  diver 
friend  died  at  Christmas.”  Just  a  turn  of  the  hand, 
and  anybody  might  be  friends  with  Walker. 


The  whole  family  agree  that  our  ice  man  of  three 
years’  standing  is  a  person  of  distinction 


“A  Gusto  for  Friendship” 

But  a  writer,  now  in  considerable  vogue,  has  spoken  to 
me  plainly  about  this  matter,  and  he  adds  that  I  may  use 
his  letter,  but  his  name  must  be  “violently  and  aggressively 
confidential.”  I  wish  I  had  your  gusto  for  friendship.  I 
am  far  more  interested  in  books  than  in  men.  There  are 
very  few  men  of  my  acquaintance  with  whom  I  care  to 
spend  an  hour.  Humanity  in  itself  is  curious  to  me.  You 
are  interested  in  all  kinds  of  people,  and  it’s  fine,  I  don’t 
doubt,  to  extract  from  each  its  own  essential  oil  and  to 
savor  it  with  pleasure.  I’m  simply  sorry  for  the  whole 
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blooming  lot  of  people,  for  everybody,  but  I  don’t  want 
to  associate  with  them.” 

They  are  a  good  lot,  these  editors  and  truckmen  and 
authors  and  critics  and  soda-fountain  assistants  and  ice 
men  and  bridge  workers  and  bishops.  All  of  them  are  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  some  far-off  divine  event  in  which  they  hope 
to  see  more  of  each  other,  but,  personally,  I  am  in  favor 
of  having  just  as  many  divine  events  as  possible  behind 
me  rather  than  before  me,  in  order  to  make  sure  of  them. 

Sometimes  a  lifelong  friendship  is  founded  on  a  single 
chance  remark  or  on  a  flash  of  fun  which  might  easily 
have  been  forgotten.  Of  this  sort  is  the  bond  that  binds 
me  to  Corporal  Treadwell,  who  never  dreamed  of  anyone’s 
paying  any  attention  to  anything  he  said,  but  just  ope 
lazy,  unconscious  remark  of  his,  as  he  sat  by  the  stove 
with  bandaged  arm,  up  in  the  Auvergne  Mountains  eight 
years  ago  made  me  take  to  him  as  if  I  were  kith  and  kin 
with  him  and  hold  to  him  ever  since.  It  was  grand  for¬ 
tune  past  any  deserving  or  expectation,  when  I  was  once 
asked  to  spend  the  night  with  'Joseph  Conrad  and  three 
friends  of  his.  The  pleasureometer  registered  very  high 
in  those  hours  with  that  kindly  celebrity,  who  had  just 
downrightly  liked  so  much  roughnecks  before  he  ever 
thought  of  immortalizing  them.  But  I  am  bound  to  say, 
and  I  think  Conrad  would  wholly  approve  of  it,  that  my 
improvised  meter  rose  to  about  the  same  height  every  time 
Corporal  Treadwell  put  in  an  appearance,  or  whenever 
a  letter  came  from  him.  I  was  thrilled  when  the  other  day 
there  came  a  little  present  from  Conrad’s  household  in 
Canterbury,  and  again,  when  close  upon  its  heels  there 
followed  a  little  box  of  twenty  apples  from  the  mine  mouth 
in  a  forgotten  section  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  hand  of  one 
Buck  Swearma.n^a  miner  fropjLbttyhoodL  w|>4>  had  filled  our 
outfit  with  health  and  good  will  in  France. 


Vestigia 

I  took  a  day  to  search  for  God, 

And  found  Him  not.  But,  as  I  trod 

By  rocky  ledges,  through  woods  untamed. 

Just  where  one  scarlet  lily  flamed, 

I  saw  His  footprints  in  the  sod. 

Then  suddenly,  all  unaware, 

Far  off  in  the  deep  shadows,  where 
A  solitary  hermit  thrush 
Sang  through  the  holy  twilight  hush — 

I  heard  His  voice  upon  the  air. 

And  even  as  I  marvelled  how 
God  gives  us  heaven  here  and  now. 

In  a  stir  of  wind  that  hardly  shook 
The  poplar  leaves  beside  the  brook — 

His  hand  was  light  upon  my  brow. 

At  last  with  evening  as  I  turned 
Homeward,  and  thought  what  I  had  learned 
And  all  that  there  was  still  to  probe, 

I  caught  the  glory  of  His  robe 
Where  the  last  fires  of  sunset  burned. 

Back  to  the  world  with  quickening  start 
I  looked  and  longed  for  any  part 
In  making  saving  beauty  be  .  .  . 

And  from  that  kindling  ecstasy 
I  knew  God  dwelt  within  my  heart. 

— Bliss  Caeman. 


“Making  Life  Start  Up  Afresh” 

Doesn’t  he  look  fine  sitting  there  in  the  library?”  said 
the  lady  of  the  house  of  a  visiting  coast  guard  as  she 
passed  me  in  the  hall.  He  and  the  famous  psychologist 
were  quite  the  most  rewarding  people  at  the  harbor  where 
we  spent  a  summer.  Either  would  have  made  life  start 
up  afresh  anywhere.  But  my  aunt  can  never  see  why  I  am 
so  jaded  about  two  deceased  relatives  of  hers  who  have 
formed  the  staple  of  her  conversation  at  intervals  these 
many  years.  It  was  the  coming  of  the  coast  guard  and  the 
interest  he  commanded  that  resulted  in  her  making  fresh 
representations  on  the  subject,  so  that  she  practically 
threatened  to  pray  for  me,  and  also  in  her  being  very  dis¬ 
tant  toward  me  for  two  ddys  because  I  told  her  I  should 
consider  that  she  was  taking  a  great  deal  of  liberty  if  she 
did. 

But  if  someone  is  saying  that  such  opportunities  as 
I  have  named  never  come  to  him,  I  can  best  close  as  I 
began  with  McCafferty. ,  One  day,  when  I  was  waiting 
for  him  in  a  hotel  lobby  in  Pittsburgh,  I  fell  in  with  a 
brother  officer  of  the  old  days.  While  we  were  talking, 
McCafferty  appeared,  blithe  and  cheerful  and  as  up¬ 
standing  and  interesting  as  ever.  Then,  while  I  talked 
with  my  friend,  he  disappeared  on  the  pretext  of  buying 
a  newspaper  until  our  conversation  should  be  over. 
“Wherever  did  you  know  him?  That’s  a  chap  worth 
knowing;  he’s  one  in  a  hundred,”  said  the  officer.  And  I 
could  only  reply  that  he  himself  had  seen  him  plenty  of 
times  before,  for  he  was  one  of  the  group  which  passed 
in  and  out  before  the  eyes  of  both  of  us  all  day  long  at 
Chateau-Thierry.  “And  to-day,”  he  said  rather  ruefully, 
“I  don’t  know  one  of  them.” 

1  » 

TROY,  NEW  YORK. 


The  Words  of  Jesus 

By  Joseph  Fort  Newton 

NO  OTHER  words  spoken  on  earth  have  had  such 
a  history ;  no  other  words  carry  such  cargoes 
of  wonder.  They  are  like  birds  let  loose  from  a 
region  above  us,  just  out  of  our  reach,  of  which  we  are 
dimly  aware,  and  toward  which  both  faith  and  wisdom 
point.  They  appeal  to  some  identity  within  us  half  for¬ 
gotten,  but  vaguely  remembered.  They  operate  upon 
something  below  the  surface  of  our  lives.  Their  influence 
rises  and  grows  of  itself  and  builds  itself  into  a  temple 
within  men.  They  speak  in  answer  to  a  deep  cry  of  the 
soul;  they  quench  an  intolerable  fear;  they  make  this 
world,  even  at  its  darkest,  something  of  a  home.  They 
bind  up  something  within  us  which  must  not  lie  broken 
too  long,  lest  life  turn  bitter.  God  made  us  to  need  such 
words,  and  now  that  they  have  been  spoken,  it  is  as  if 
the  Silence  round  about  us  had  found  a  Voice,  singing 
like  music  in  the  hearts  of  men. 


If  you  do  not  wish  for  His  kingdom,  don’t  pray  for 
it.  But  if  you  do,  you  must  do  more  than  pray  for  it; 
you  must  work  for  it. — John  Ruskin. 


It  does  not  matter  a  feather  what  a  man  has,  if  he 
himself  lacks  steadfastness  and  courage. — Plautus. 
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^  Methodism  Aggressive  in  Savannah 


IN  THE  year  1736,  March  7,  John  Wesley  beg  an  his 
rninistry  in  Savannah,  Ga.  Assisting  him  was  his 
brother  Charles.  Their  published  mission  was  to 
save  the  souls  of  the  Indians  who  came  to  the  coastal 
plain  to  hunt  and  to  fish.  That  was  nearly  two  hundred 
years  ago.  Less  than  forty  years  afterward,  one  of 
Mr.  Wesley’s  missionaries,  Joseph  Pilmoor,  made  his  way 
to  Savannah  for  the  same  purpose.  In  his  approach  to 
the  town,  the  river  must  be  crossed.  “As  they  had  no 
proper  boat  for  horses,”  said  Pilmoor,  “we  were  glad  to 
fasten  the  canoes  together  with  ropes  and  put  the  horses’ 
forefeet  in  the  one  and  their  hinder  feet  in  the  other.  There 
was  a  great  freshet  in  the  river  which  carried  us  rapidly 
down  the  stream  for  seven  miles.  Then  we  had  to  turn 
up  a  creek  and  had  the  stream  against  us,  but  the  Ne¬ 
groes  pvUed  very  stoutly,  and  in  about  two  hours  put  me 
safe  ashore.  In  Savannah,  the  total  population,  white 
and  black,  numbered  about  three  thousand  inhabitants. 
At  that  time  Episcopalians,  Lutherans,  and  Independents 
were  the  only  denominations.  Borrowing  one  of  these 
meeting  houses  in  which  to  be  bom  and  cradled,  Meth¬ 
odism  began  its  mission  in  Savannah. 

From  the  very  beginning,  attracted  by  its  evangelistic 
spirit  and  its  altruistic  activities,  Methodism  became  a 
favorite  with  the  Negro.  Because  of  his  ill-fortunes  ex¬ 
perienced  under  the  slave  regime,  however,  it  was  not  un¬ 
til  a  century  later  that  the  Negro  found  it  possible  to  or¬ 
ganize  his  missionary  zeal  into  a  formal  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  That' Conference,  tak¬ 
ing  the  name  “Savannah,”  was  set  up  in  1876  at  the  end 
the  first  decade  succeeding  the  close  of  the  Civil  War. 
j  Five  years  previously  the  first  local  society  had  been 
organized  in  Savannah  by  the  Rev.  C.  O.  Fisher,  another 
pioneer  Methodist  Episcopal  missionary,  who  had  come 
down  from  Baltimore  to  bring  the  benign  influences  of 
Methodism  to  bear  on  the  condition  of  the  newly  emanci¬ 
pate  freedmen.  Following  in  the  wake  of  this  early 
beginning  came  the  Rev.  John  Crolley,  who  housed  the 
growing  congregation  in  a  more  suitable  building  now 
standing  on  West  Gwinnett  near  Broad  Street.  Before 
this  building  was  completed  the  Rev.  James  Jackson  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  pastorate  and  finished  the  structure.  It 
remained  for  the  Rev.  W.  V.  Daughtry  to  be  the  success¬ 
ful  pastor  who  liquidated  the  congregation’s  financial 
obligations. 

A  new  period  of  progress  in  Asbury  Church  was  be¬ 
gun  with  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Ritchie.  A' 
man  of  great  zeal,  evangelistic  fervor,  and  the  forward 
look,  he  added  to  the  church  membership  more  than  two 
hundred  souls.  Under  his  ministry  the  church  experienced 
new  zest  for  achievement.  He  visioned  a  Greater  Asbury, 
ut  passed  almost  abruptly  to  his  final  reward  ere  he 
realized  his  commendable  dream.  He  was  the  Moses  in 
this  drama  of  development  of  the  life  of  this  congrega- 

The  Joshua  was  at  hand  who  should  give  victorious 
leadership  to  the  unfolding  enterprise.  There  was  in  At- 
mnta  Conference  an  upstanding  young  man,  educated  in 
^lark  University  and  Gammon  Theological  Seminary. 
Ipishop  Richardson,  who  had  zealously  fostered  Asbury’s 
'  interests  with  a  view  to  its  largest  expansion,  transferred 
the  Rev.  E.  W.  Rakestraw  to  the  Asbury  pastorate.  It 


was  a  wise  procedure.  Feeling  keenly  a  deep  sense  of 
obligation  to  build  up  the  denominational  interests  in¬ 
trusted  to  him.  Reverend  Rakestraw  ventured  to  bring 
Methodism  to  her  rightful  position  and  prestige  in  Sa¬ 
vannah.  •  As  assets  for  the  task,  he  has  an  abounding  en¬ 
thusiasm,  solid  culture,  and  is  genuinely  consecrated  to 
the  pu^oses  of  the  Kingdom.  He  enjoys  a  fine  facility 
in  inspiring  and  enlisting  young  people;  and  these  form 
a  large  element  of  his  congregation.  As  a  preacher  he 
is  commanding  in  personality  and  power  of  speech,  both 


REV.  E.  W.  RAKESTRAW 


on  the  platform  and  in  the  pulpit.  At  the  same  time 
he  enjoys  the  full  confidence  of  the  whole  people  in  all 
the  religious  and  civic  circles  of  Savannah. 

When  the  plant  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  (white) 
was  offered  for  sale,  his  opportunity  had  come.  With 
rare  vision,  Asbury’s  officials  saw  herein  the  long-wished- 
for  possibilities  of  the  Greater  Asbury.  Largely  because 
of  the  property’s  location,  considerable  opposition  de¬ 
veloped  both  without  and  within  the  congregation.  But 
tactful  Christian  poise  and  intelligent  leadership  on  part 
of  the  pastor  won.  The  magnificent  properties,  located 
on  the  corner  of  Duffy  and  Abercorn  Streets,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  eligible  sites  in  the  city,  are  now 
owned  by  the  Asbury  congregation. 

The  church  is  of  modern  construction.  Its  material 
is  of  red  pressed  brick  with  trimming  in  stone.  Its  in¬ 
terior  is  well  arranged  and  appointed.  The  main  audi¬ 
torium  seats  800  persons,  and  the  main  floor  contains 
besides  nine  individual  Sunday-school  classrooms.  Also 
are  to  be  found  here  under  the  beautiful  tiled  roof  rooms 
for  young  people’s  assembly,  official  board,  pastor’s  study, 
and  the  main  church  office.  Besides  the  furnace  room, 
the  basement  contains  well  lighted  dining  room,  ample 
kitchen,  gentlemen’s  and  ladies’  rest  rooms.  Its  high  ar¬ 
tistic  ceiling,  from  which  are  suspended  electrical  fans, 
its  elegant  pews,  and  excellent  $9,000  pipe  organ,  all  en¬ 
closed  witl\in  rare  art  windows  of  unique  design,  give  to 
the  whole  an  atmosphere  of  restfulness  and  beauty  that 
provokes  in  the  soul  attitudes  of  reverence  and  worship. 
It  was  a  source  of  deep  regret  to  the  pastor  and 
congregation  that  Bishop  Richardson,  foster  father  of 
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Missions;  Dr.  M.  S.  Davage,  president  of  Clark  Uni¬ 
versity  ;  and  the  editor  of  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate. 

This  aohieve(inent  and  dedication  furnished  one  of 
the  most  outstanding  series  of  church  events  in  the  life 
of  the  city.  Larger  interest  and  fresh  emphasis  were 
developed  in  the  historic  old  city  of  Savannah  than  many 
living  there  had  witnessed  during  a  lifetime.  In  Savan¬ 
nah,  Methodism  is  making  most  commendable  progress. 


Facing  General  Conference 

Lay  and  Combined  Conferences~The  Kansas  Proposal 

By  Alpha  G.  Kynett,  D.D. 


For  the  sake  of  .brevity,  omitting  the  details,  the 
amendments,  if  they  secure  the  requisite  constitutional 
vote  of  the  Annual  Conferences  and  Lay  Electoral  Con¬ 
ferences,  and  later  of  the  General  Conference,  would  re¬ 
sult  in  the  following: 


INASlNjlUCH  ss  the  coming  fall  Conferences  will  be 
the  6rst  to  vote  upon  the  proposed  amendment,  it 
would  seem  wise,  through  your  columns,  to  call  the 
attention  ;of  those  interested  in  the  matter  of  laymen  in. 
the  Annual  Conference. 

At  the  session  of  the  Kansas  Annual  Conference, 
March  5,  1927,  proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Discipline  of  1924, 
were  adopted  by  a  vote  of  168  in  favor  and  8  opposed. 

At  the  session  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  Thurs¬ 
day,  March  24,  1927,  the  amendment  was  ratified  by 
a  count  vote  of  138  to  0. 


ARTICLE  III,  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES 
Par.  36.  The  Traveling  Preachers  shall  be  organized  by  the 
General  Conference  into  Annual  Conferences,  the  sessions  of  which 
they  are  required  to  attend,  and  in  whose  power  shall  be  retained 
the  right  of  administration  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Church 
for  the  admission,  continuance,  ordination,  character,  and  trial  of 
me  members  thereof. 


ARTICLE  IV,  LAY  CONFERENCES 
Par.  37.  Sec.  1.  A  Lay  Conference  shall  be  organized  within 
the  bounds  of  each  Annual  Conference.  The  Lay  Conference  shall 
be  composed  of  Lay  Members,  one  from  each  Pastoral  Charge  within 
its  bounds,  chosen  by  the  Lay  Members  of  the  charge  over  twenty-on^ 
years  of  age  in  such  manner  as  the  General  Conference  may  de¬ 
termine.  Each  Pastoral  Charge  shall  also  choose  in  the  same  manner 
one  Reserve  Delegate.  Persons  not  less  than  twenty-one  years  of 
age  and  holding  membership  in  the  Pastoral  Charges  electing  them, 
are  eligible  for  election  to  the  Lay  Conference. 

Sec.  2.  The  Lay  Conference  shall  hold  its  sessions  at  the  seat 
and  during  some  part  of  the  time  of  the  sessions  of  the  correspond¬ 
ing  Annual  Conference.  It  shall  organize  by  electing  a  President 
and  a  Secretary,  shall  adopt  its  own  rules  of  order,  and  shall  be 
the  judge  of  the  election  returns  and  qualifications  of  its  members. 
It  shali  have  such  power  as  the  General  Conference  may  direct. 


ARTICLE  V.  COMBINED  CONFERENCES 

Par.  38.  Sec.  1.  The  members  of  each  Annual  Conference,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  members  of  the  corresponding  Lay  Conference,  shall 
be  organized  by  the  General  Conference  into  a  combined  Conference, 
the  sessions  of  which  shall  be  held  at  the  scat  and  during  a  part  of 
the  time  in  connection  with  the  sessions  of_  the  Annual  and  Lay 
Conferences  included  therein. 

Sec.  2.  The  Combined  Conference  shall  be  under  the  same  Presi¬ 
dency  as  the  corresponding  Annual  Conference.  It  shall  elect  its 
own  Secretary,  and  shall  have  such  power  as  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  may  direct. 

Substitute  for  the  present  entire  Article  III,  Lay  Delegates,  the 
following: 

ARTICLE  III,  LAY  DELEGATES 

Par.  41.  Sec.  1.  Each  Lay  Conference  shall  be  entitled  to  as 
many  delegates  to  the  General  Conference  as  there  are  Ministerial 
Delegates  from  the  corresponding  Annual  Conference. 

Sec.  2.  The  Lay  Delegates  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  the 
members  of  the  Lay  Conference  at  its  session  immediately  preceding 
the  General  Conference.  Such  delegates  shall  be  at  least  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  and  shall  have  been  members  of  the  Church  at 
least  four  successive  years,  and  at  the  time  of  their  election  and  af 
the  time  of  the  session  of  the  General  Conference  shall  be  meniberi 
of  the  I.-av  Conference  which  elected  them. 


I  Particularly  is  it  noticeable  as  to  material  thing^.  Sometimes 
^  it  is  seen  in  spiritual  things.  The  very  progressive  and  enter¬ 
prising  people  of  New  Century  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Pulaski, 
Va.,  have  just  erected  a  brick  parsonag^e  at  a  cost  of  $6,000.  The 
building  is  an  eight-room  house  with  modern  appointments.  This 
has  been  a  great  year  for  this  charge.  More  than  $8,000  have  been 
raised  and  paid  out  this  year.  An  increase  will  be  recorded  in 
World  Service,  and  all  other  interests  of  the  Kingdom  taken  care 
of.  They  are  justly  rejoicing  over  their  accomplishment.  Pastor 
Hight  says:  “The  next  move  will  be  to  build  a  brick  church  with 
modern  rooms  for  church  school  work  and  similar  activities,  which 
is  badly  needed  and  which  must  be  done,  or  we  will  not  be  able 


to  do  the  part  that  ought  to  be  done  by  and  for  our  children. 
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In  Artlde  IV,  Credentials,  in  Article  V,  Sessions,  and  in  Article 
XI,  Ammdments,  strike  out  the  word  “Electoral”  wherever  it  oc- 
curs,  and  renumber  the  paragraphs  as  required  by  the  above  changes. 

This  last  paragraph  eliminates  the  Lay  Electoral  Conference 
by  the  substitution  of  the  Lay  Conference, 


It  will  be  observed  that  these  amendments  are  almost 
identical  with  the  memorial  from  the  Philadelphia  An¬ 
nual  Conference  to  the  General  Conference,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted  in  its  session  March  25,  1926,  and 
published  in  the  Christian  Advocate. 

We  call  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  these 
amendments  preserve: 

First,  the  principle  that  the  Annual  Conference  as 
now  constituted  is  the  only  body  in  which  ministers  hold 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
preserves  intact  the  integrity  of  the  Annual  Conference 
as  a  ministerial  body. 

Second,  recognition  of  the  justice  of  the  desire  of  the 
laity  of  the  church  to  have  a  Disciplinary  right  to  voice 
and  vote  in  the  decisions  of  many  questions  affecting  the 
progress  of  the  work  in  any  of  the  Annual  Conferences. 

The  Lay  Conference  in  the  discussion  and  decision 
of  such  questions  as  might  be  committed  to  it  by  the 
General  Conference  will  have  the  utmost  freedom. 


The  combined  Conference,  composed  of  Annual  and 
Lay  Conferences,  in  its  session  affords  mutual  consulta¬ 
tion  of  such  questions  as  may  be  referred  to  it  by  the 
General  Conference.  If  the  objection  be  raised  that  in 
that  combined  Conference  the  ministers  would  necessarily 
be  in  the  minority,  the  answer  would  be  that  it  supply 
follows  the  precedent  already  set  in  our  great  benevolent 
boards  where  the  majority  of  the  membership  are  lay¬ 
men,  and  the  fact  that  there  would  probably  be  but  one 
session,  would  render  more  possible  the  attendance  of 
leading  laymen  in  the  discussion  of  financial  and  similar 
problems  in  which  some  people  think  laymen  are  better 
qualified  than  ministers. 

Perhaps  the  proposed  amendment  will  not  suit  ex¬ 
tremists  among  either  the  ministers  or  the  laity,  but  the 
Kansas  amendment  will  surely  command  the  thoughtful 
attention  of  all  who  wish  a  just  solution  of  the  vexed 
problem  of  laymen  in  the  Annual  Conference. 

Finally,  these  amendments,  if  adopted,  would  not 
necessarily  interfere  with  the  work  and  meetings  of  the 

various  Laymen’s  Associations  as  voluntary  organiza¬ 
tions. 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA.  ■ 


An  Appeal  to  the  Pastors  of  the 

New  Orleans  Area 

By  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones  -  - 


Your  Annual  Conference  meets  in  a  few  weeks, 
and  you  are  now  on  the  home  stretch.  You  have 
been  very  busy  this  year  with  the  details,  cares, 
and  responsibilities  of  your  church.  You  have  perhaps 
raised  your  full  quota  of  World  Service  and  other  im¬ 
portant  claims.  Attention  has  been  given  to  church 
buildings,  debt  paying,  and  the  organization  of  your 
young  people.  But  you  are  not  quite  ready  to  answer 
the  Conference  roll  if  you  have  not  raised  your  full  ap¬ 
portionment  for  your  Conference  claimants.  You  can¬ 
not  be  a  one  hundred  per  cent  pastor  if  you  have  neg¬ 
lected  the  old  veterans  who  have  made  this  good  day 
possible  for  you  and  me.  Dare  not  pack  your  grip  and 
leave  for  your  Conference  until  you  have  the  joy  and 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  you  have  fully  met  your  ob¬ 
ligations  to  your  Conference  claimants,  who  are  depend¬ 
ing  upon  you  to  make  it  easy  and  comfortable  for  them 
in  their  declining  age,  ever  remembering  that  you  are 
heading  that  way. 

The  goal  is  five  per  cent  on  the  basis  of  ministerial 
support.  Your  Conference  was  very  kind  and  thought¬ 
ful  to  agree  that  the  pastor’s  full  claim  would  be  five 
per  cent  on  the  basis  of  his  salary — this  is  the  goal. 
Just  think  for  a  moment  what  this  would  mean  if  five 
per  cent  of  the  total  of  ministerial  support  of  the  whole 
Conference  was  raised.  Instead  of  giving  the  retired 
pieachers,  widows,  and  orphans  a  mere  pittance,  we  would 
give  them  something  worth  while.  We  would  do  more 
than  simply  increase  the  annual  giving  for  the  Conference 
claimants;  we  would  build  up  the  permanent  fund  of 
the  Conference.  For  it  has  been  voted  by  the  Annual 
Conferences  of  the  area  to  divide  the  five  per  cent  giving 


on  the  basis  of  seventy-five  per  cent  for  local  distribution 
and  twenty-five  per  cent  for  the  permanent  fund. 

Report  in  full  at  pour  Annual  Conference.  To  do  this 
you  must  get  busy  with  definite  plans  which  will  swing 
you  over  the  top.  It  would  be  a  fitting  climax  to  vour 
hard  year  s  work  to  raise  and  report  at  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  your  full  amount  for  Conference  claimants.  With 
the  Annual  Conferences  raising  their  full  apportipniflept, 
plus  the  Book  Concern  dividend,  plus  the  Chartered  Fund, 
plus  the  interest  on  investment  funds,  and  plus  the  an¬ 
nual  contribution  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief, 
we  would  gladden  the  hearts  of  the  retired  ministers, 
widows,  and  orphans,  and  set  aside  a  large  sum  in  the 
Permanent  Fund. 

It  can  be  done — we  hope  it  will  be  done.  Don’t  fail 
the  old  preachers  to-day,  and  some  preacher  will  not 
fail  you  to-morrow.  <  ^ 


— You  may  judge  a  man  by  the  kind  of  a  back  yard  he 
keeps. 

saintly  in  the  church  should  be  as  much  so  on 
the  street  car. 

The  same  devil  presides  at  both  a  church  altercation 
and  a  prize  fight. 

— Why  is  a  church  with  swallows  in  its  belfry  like  a  ship 

at  sea  in  a  storm? 

\ 

The  Christian  always  escapes  from  the  devil  by  fleeing 
unto  the  mountains. 

burn  yourself  out  when  you  get  heated  up  over 
the  selfishness  of  others. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IvTBurAmnrAX.  StanM 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
ELIJAH  HEARS  GOD’S  VOICE 

FOURTH  QUARTER.  LESSON  II.  OCTOBER  9 

Scripture  Letton^l  Kings  19.  the  still  small  voice  meant  secret  schraing 

,  -  mi..  L  and  planning  such  as  was  so  successfully  ac- 

The  two  outstanding  experiences  of  Elijah  complished  by  Elisha  by  instigating  the  revo- 
In  to-day’s  lesson  are  his  pessimism  and  de-  completely  destroyed 

spalr  (vs.  4-14)  and  his  regained  faith  and  dynasty,  his  house,  and  Baalism  (2 

confidence  (vs.  15-18).  Let  us  try  to  under-  9  j  ^  K).  28).  That  our  author  in¬ 


stand  the  fundamental  cause 
periences. 


is  what  brought  his  inward  repose.  The  awe 
of  the  place,  made  so  sacred  by  tradition,  had 
the  quieting  effect  on  his  mind  and  soul  that 
could  not  have  come  so  successfully  from 
any  other  place  on  earth. 

SAM  RUnON  COIXEOE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessor  foe  Surdat,  October  9,  1927 

“All  the  knees  which  have  not  bowed  unto 
Baal” 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

Elijah  was  jealous  for  Jehovah,  and  was 
full  of  worry  since  he  thought  all  the  people 
had  gone  after  Bauil.  God  showed  him  it 


tnese  ex-  some  such  explanation  as  this  is  in-  was  not  true;  that  those  in  Israel  who  had 


dicated,  I  think,  by  the  fact  that  he  says 


Elijah’s  Pwitnism.  Elijah’s  pessimism  and  that  God  ordered  Elijah  to  provide  for  the 
despair  were  due  fundamentally  to  a  tempo-  revolution  of  Jehu,  which,  as  a  matter  of  fact. 


rary  loss  of  faith  in  God.  In  this  he  was  a 
prototype  of  Jeremiah  (Jer.  16.  10-18).  And 
his  temporary  loss  of  faith  was  due  to  a 


Elisha  instigated  (1  Kings  19.  16). 

But  besides  this  prophetic  explanation  there 
is  also  a  psychological  one.  What  passed  be- 


not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal  would  make 
quite  an  army.  Heathenism  is  dark  and 
toe  lands  where  it  obtains  seem  hoprfess. 
Yet  there  is  more  real  faith  in  the  unevan- 
geluced  portions  of  earth  than  we  know. 
Many  there  are  whose  hearts  yearn  for  the 


breakdown  in  his  conception  of  God’s  deal-  f^re  Elijah’s  vision  was  an  objectification  of  realities  of  a  sound  faith,  and  who  have  an 
ings.  He  believed  that  righteousness  would  ^j,at  transpired  in  his  soul.  Hurricane,  experience  of  God,  though  they  have  not 
always  be  rewarded  with  prosperity  on  the  earthquake,  fire  signified  or  spaholi«;d  his  known  His  name. 

earth,  and  that  unrighteousness  would  be  mentm  agitation  or  the  disturbed  condition  It  required  some  time  for  Elijah  to  forget 
amply  punished.  But  Jesebel  and  Ahab  had  Qf  goui — the  hurricane  of  nervous  rest-  the  hurricane,  the  earthquake,  and  the  thun- 

gone  to  extremes  in  unrighteousness,  having  Jessness,  the  quaking  of  fear,  and  the  heat  of  der,  so  that  he  could  listen  to  the  voice  of 
purposed  in  their  heart  to  free  the  kingdom  anxiety.  The  stUl  small  voice  symboliaes  quietness,  which  told  him  God  was  not  dead, 
of  all  prophets  of  God,  and  having  gone  a  the  inward  repose  which  Elijah  desired  and  and  that  His  government  was  not  a  failure 
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among  men.  It  the  dark  days  of  the  war. 


long  way  in  the  execution  of  that  purpose,  which  afterwards  came  to  him.  Elijah  among  men.  It  the  dark  days  of  the  war. 
Yet  they  prospered.  He  had  undertaken  to  learned  from  God  there  that  disquietude  of  Sojourner  Truth  rebuked  Fred  Douglas, 
avenge  their  crime  by  having  many  of  their  gouj  was  not  of  God,  but  that  faith  and  trust  when  he  was  pessimistic,  by  asking:  “Is  G<^ 
heathen  prophets  put  to  death.  And  now  brinirs  a  quiet  repose  of  Soul  (Psa.  dead?  I  had  not  heard  of  it.”  If  God  is 


heathen  prophets  put  to  death.  And  now 
they  have  vowed  to  kill  him.  But  God  does 
not  seem  willing  to  intervene  on  his  behalf. 
He  had  been  fighting  God’s  battles;  and  yet 


in  God  brings  a  quiet  repose  of  Soul  (Psa.  dead?  I  had  not  heard  of  it.”  If  God  is 

42.  6,  11;  43.  6;  46.  10,  etc.).  It  was  not  dead,  and  He  is  not,  even  in  these  days 

only  after  the  still  small  voice  was  heard  of  hurry  and  struggle,  there  is  a  voice  of 

•  WA<  .  •  ■  «  1  AA  _  _ _ 1._  ..i^A.i.._  1....  1.0^  «  A  9M  211  .......la.  Aa 


in  Elijah’s  soul,  it  was  only  after  he  had  quietness  if  we  will  only  stop  to  listen 


God  permits  him  to  suffer  while  his  arch-  become  inwardly  still,  it  was  only  after  he  Elijah  was  seieed  with  terror,  for  the  sword 
enemies  prospered.  Elijah’s  faith  could  not  bad  regained  faith  and  confidence  in  God  bad  been  destructive  and  many  had  been 
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for  the  present  overcome  the  apparent  .slow-  control  of  himself,  that  he  could  see  slain.  War  causes  shell  shock  to  many  of 

ness  of  God’s  justice.  So  he  prayed  to  die  what  his  duties  were  in  the  midst  of  his  cir-  God’s  workers.  China  is  without  many  of 

rather  than  to  suffer  at  the  hands  of  bis  cumstances,  that  God  could  speak  to  him,  the  faithful  who  have  been  compelled  to 

enemies.  and  that  he  was  in  any  attitude  to  listen  to  leave;  others  at  home  and  on  the  field  are 

The  fact  is  that  Elijah  had  come  to  at-  God’s  voice.  worried  lest  all  the  work  will  prove  a  fail- 


War  causes  shell  shock  to  many  of 


cumstances,  that  God  could  speak  to  him,  the  faithful  who  have  been  compelled  to 
and  that  he  was  in  any  attitude  to  listen  to  leave;  others  at  home  and  on  the  field  are 
God’s  voice.  worried  lest  all  the  work  will  prove  a  fail- 


The  fact  is  that  Elijah  had  come  to  at-  God’s  voice.  worried  lest  all  the  work  will  prove  a  fail- 

tach  too  great  importance  to  himself— he  Value  of  Horeb  for  Elijah.  If  Elijah  ure.  God  knows  how  many  yet  in  the  empire 

thought  more  highly  of  himself  than  he  ought  he  had  re-  of  China  are  refusing  to  let  the  god  of  war 

to  have  thought.  He  had  to  learn  that  God  his  inward  repose,  the  question  will  turn  their  heads  from  the  light.  A  fire  has 

was  wiser  than  he,  and  was  not  absolutely  de-  g  ^hat  means  was  his  inward  repose  been  kindled  in  China  that  wUl  not  go  out, 

pendent  upon  him  for  the  success  of  His  cause,  do  not  know  why  Elijah  went  and  thousands  there  are  who  will  be  loyal 

He  had  to  learn  that  i^  he  should  die,  the  Horeb.  It  may  have  been  that  he  might  to  Jehovah.  .  .  j 

world  wo^d  not  necessarily  come  to  an  end,  chance  of  being  captured  by  We  cannot  be  surprised,  or  disappointed. 


world  would  not  necessarily  come  to  an  end,  chance  of  being  captured  by  We  cannot  be  surprised,  or  disappointed, 

or  that  God’s  cause  would  not  necessarily  enemies.  It  may  have  been  that  God  led  that  missionaries  sometimes  become  de- 
suffer  for  the  lack  of  a  champion^  Fhere  without  his  knowing  why;  this  spondent.  They  are  human,  as  was  Elijah, 

were  thousands  of  G<^-fearing  men  in  Israel  ^  author’s  explanation  (19.  7,  and  there  is  enough  to  discourage  anyone  in 

From  among  these  God  could  raise  up  as  g.  ^  his  extreme  the  fields  in  which  they  are  compelled  to 

many  prophets  and  champions  of  His  cause  •'him  there  as  a  last  resort  work.  The  first  missionaries  to  South  Africa 

as  He  desired  That  is^what  is  implied  in  Squire  of  the  Lord.  Horeb  was  for  the  worked  for  three  years  before  winning  their 
verse  18-  And  He  might  'flsf  “P  another  jqug^Israelite  the  most  sacred  place  on  earth  first  convert.  Every  new  Iteld  has  had  its 
who  would  be  a  more  practically  successful  ...  dwelling  place  of  God  dark  days  of  discouragement.  Only  a  faith 

prophet  than  Elijah  if  Elijah  wishes  to  re-  God^first  appeared  that  will  not  yield  could  have  held  Morrison 

sign  his  office.  Two  things  Elijah  needed  to  Moses  and  where  His  laws  were  given  to  in  China,  or  Moffatt  in  South  Africa,  until 
learn,  then:  (1)  that  God  was  wiser  tiinn  matter  what  may  have  been  victory  came, 

he,  and  did  not  ^ve  to  confirm  His  deal-  j^.  qf  reason  for  going,  Horeb  oammor  semirahy. 

ings  to  his  conception  of  what  He  should  do; 
and  (2)  that  the  world  did  not  rest  on  his 
shoulders — that  he  could  die  without  being 

Elijah’s  Regained  Confidence  and  Faith.  Little  Stories  of  Achievement 

Hence  his  regained  confidence  and  faith  fol- 

lowed  a  new  conception  of  God,  of  him-  *vti  '  .  .1  A -r.^  lection,  $126;  $60  of  this  amount  was  raised 

self  and  his  importance  God  saved  him,  not  What  thC  ChurChCS  ATC  fq.  Haven  Teachers  College.  The  Rev.  E. 

by  coaxing  or  by  complying  with  his  wishes,  Goodwin,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 

but  by  humbling  him— by  bringing  him  to  UOlHg  Church,  assisted  in  the  meeting.  The  church 

t  B.n.0.  .dla-W,  h.ve  Ju.i  clc.ed  our  re-  1.  .plrttuolly  .U.a.-H,  McGoo.u,  Reporter 
anoint  his  successor  (verse  16)  and,  as  I  vival  at  Benson,  which  was  conducted  by  the  Raymond,  Ua.— The  recent  raUy  held  a1 
think  is  implied,  suit  himself  as  to  whether  Hey-  J-  T.  M.  Willis.  He  is  a  spleimid  evan-  olive  Methodist  Episcopa 

he  wished  to  continue  a  prophet  any  longer,  gelist  and  preach^  to  the  delight  of  a  l  Qjmrch  of  Luthersville  circuit  was  a  marked 

We  said  that  God  did  not  do  what  Elijah  who  heard  him.  E'ffbt  persons  were  wn-  gqqqqgg^  Three  girls  reported  the  following 
wanted  done.  But  what  was  it  that  Elijah  verted  and  received  into  the  church.  Ihc  qq^qq^tg,  Miss  Evelyn  Bailey,  $29;  Miss  Mat- 
wanted  done?  We  do  not  have  to  guess  Rev.  J.  W.  Knox  is  pastor  and  is  loved  by  j..^  g  jgdjgqq^  $16.70;  Miss  Rosa  Bailey 

here;  for  his  vision  at  Horeb  declares  it.  ®11-  O.  Osborn,  Reporter.  $16.30;  total  for  the  girls,  $60;  public  collec- 

Before  his  vision  there  passed  tornado,  earth-  Booth,  Ala. — The  greatest  revival  in  the  tion,  $16;  grand  total,  $76.  We  are  small  in 
quake,  fire;  but  God,  contrary  to  Elijah’s  history  of  our  church  was  conducted  by  the  number,  but  we  are  glad  to  say  we  are  ^ir- 

expectation,  was  not  manifested  in  these  p™  j  w  Knox,  who  is  styled  as  one  of  itually  alive  and  God  is  with  us. — The  Rev 
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toinfn.  But  He  was  manifested  in  the  still  the  best  preachers  in  our  section.  Our  church  R.  H.  L.  Bans,  Pastor;  M.  Jackson,  Re- 
smafl  voice  which  followed;  and  Elnah  again  q^qg  crowded  to  its  capacity  at  each  service,  porter. 

despaired  of  any  vengeance  from  God.  We  Thirteen  members  were  added  to  the  church.  Moreland  Oa—We  are  alad  to  say  that 

are  not  told  that  toe  still  small  voice  said  ^he  Rev.  J.  T.  M.  Willis,  our  beloved  pastor,  g  ux,  rhaoel  Methodist  E*plscopal  Church, 

Elff  *wanSd"“G<^"V^^^^^  TTatoial^S-  “  ^road-hearted  man  of  God.-Reporter.  upward 

tastrophe  upon  Ahab’s  kingdom  because  of  fifummiff,  MwA-We  have  closed  a  ten-days’  move.  VmeethU? 

his  wickednew;  but  that  God  chose  rather  to  meeting  in  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  the  Lord  is  with  us. 

punish  Ahab  and  Jesebd  in  a  less  catastro-  Church,  Mamolla,  Miss.  God  blessed  the  opened  Sund^  morning  with  our  »ble  past  , 
hm^nallv  as  effective  a  wav.  A  meetinir  witfi  the  conversion  of  thirty-four  toe  Rev.  R.  H.U  Bans,  preaching  from  the 
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his  wickednew;  but  that  God  chose  rather  to  meeting  in  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  the  Lord  is  with  us.  0'|[.  ^“8“®* 
punish  Ahab  and  Jesebd  in  a  less  catastro-  Church,  Mamolla,  Miss.  God  blessed  the  P®  \  J 

nhic  but  eauallv  as  effective  a  way.  A  meeting  with  the  conversion  of  thirty-four  the  Rev.  R.  H.  L.  Bans,  preaching  from  t 
catastropbe^woJld  destroy  good  and  bad  souls;  twenty-five  of  this  number  ^ined  St.  subject  of  “Self-Examination,  ^he  remain- 
alike.  This  was  prophetic,  of  course.  And  James.  One  infant  was  baptised.  Total  col-  Ing  weeks  service  was  conducted  by  the  R 


September  «9,  19*7  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTTAN  ADVOCATE 


E.  D.  Mitchell,  of  Columbus,  Ga.  We  did 
not  receive  any  members,  but  our  church  was 
greatly  revived.  Collection  for  the  week,  $60. 
— C.  M.  Marcus,  Reporter. 

Liberty,  Mite. — We  have  just  closed  our  re- 
vival  at  Liberty  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
We  wish  to  say  it  was  a  very  successful  one. 
Liberty  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has 
teken  on  new  life  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  C.  Nelson,  our  pastor.  This  revival  was 

during  revival, 
9110.16;  paid  for  benevolences,  $20.67;  twenty 
members  were  added  to  the  church.  The 
work  is  spiritually  alive.  The  Rev.  Hill 
aided  our  pastor  in  the  revival.  He  is  the 
pastor  of  Nebo  and  is  a  great  speaker.  God 
bless  the  service.— The  Rev.  C  Nelson,  Pas¬ 
tor;  Mrs.  Idella  W.  Jackson,  Reporter. 

Gulfport,  Miss.— Turkey  Creek:  A  Sunday- 

Mt.  Pleasant 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  closed 
with  a  rally.  The  amount  raised  was  turned 
over  to  the  treasury.  Mr.  Frank  Cassell, 
bunday-school  superintendent,  with  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  members  who  gave  liber¬ 
ally,  made  the  rally  a  success.  An  Epworth 
^ague  benefit  picnic  was  given  at  Popp’s 
Ferry,  which  proved  delightful  to  all  who 
attended.  Mrs.  Artemese  Tuggle,  League 
president,  furnished  amusements  and  good 
things  to  eat  free.  A  small  fee  of  twenty- 
five  cents  was  charged  for  adults,  and  ten 
cents  for  children.— Rev.  Frank  Smith,  Pas¬ 
tor;  Hannah  Mae  Haines,  Reporter. 

IVillis,  Texas — There  was  a  very  friendly 
contest  among  the  three  sister  churches  here, 
held  in  St.  Thomas  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  August  16.  The  contestants  were 
three  yo^g  ladies.  The  Baptist  Church  (Dr. 

.  M.  Johnson,  pastor).  Miss  Grace  Lewis 
raised  $67.46;  the  African  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  (Dr.  Hardemon,  pastor).  Miss 
Ida  May  Tobler,  $43;  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  (Dr.  B.  F.  Jackson,  pastor).  Miss 
Cicatrice  Bryant,  $149.  Miss  Bryant  raised 
me  highest  amount  and  was  crowned  queen. 
The  ceremony  was  beautifully  arranged  and 
conducted  by-  Miss  Janie  Westmoreland,  a 
Wdey  student.  Dr.  Jackson  is  still  smiling. 

— D.  Bryant,  Reporter. 

Leona,  Texas. — The  members  and  friends  of 
Two  Mile  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  con¬ 
ducted  a  rally  on  the  second  Sunday  in  Sep¬ 
tember  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  pas-  I 
tors  salary.  They  played  the  part  of  loyal 
members.  The  pastor  preached  an  excellent  j 
sermon  from  Matt.  12.  42.  We  were  indeed  i 
inspired  to  do  more  for  the  cause  of  Christ  ( 
than  ever  before.  We  are  pleased  to  make  ; 
tee  following  report  for  the  rally:  Altha  5 
Hopkins,  $11.90;  L.  Davis,  $6.06;  Bro.  H.  f 

D.  Davis,  « 
Hayward,  $16.40;  L.  Davis,  f 
$11.^;  Joe  Da^is,  $9.26;  Hanna  McDaniel,  ‘ 
.^1.66;  Mary  Donalson,  $4.10;  T.  J.  Wash¬ 
ington,  $8.26;  public  collection,  $12.60;  total, 
$160.90.  It  is  our  plan  to  pay  our  pastor 

and  Wiley  claim,  ( 
$100;  our  World  Service,  $276;  quota  to  the  I 
Southwestern,  thirty  cash  subscriptions.  The  a 
l>ord  blessed  the  community  with  good  crops  J 
and  a  good  price.  This  is  the  Rev.  Gabriel’s  < 
fifth  year  with  us,  and  we  are  proud  of  him  5 
and  his  good  wife.  We  expect  to  begin  build-  1 
mg  soon  on  our  new  church.  Pray  for  our 
success.  Mrs.  Lena  Washington,  Reporter.  jj 


was  $106.94;  $4  was  raised  for  the  oldest 
MSters  in  the  church:  Sisters  H.  Sandifer,  E. 
Thigpen,  M.  Easterling,  and  C  Catchings. 
We  wteh  to  thank  all  the  visiting  churches 
for  their  co-operation.— The  Rev.  B.  J 
Cooper,  Pastor;  Mrs.  S.  E.  Rice,  Reporter. 

Waynesboro,  Tenn.— St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Our  revival  began  the 
4th  of  September  and  ended  on  the  11th. 
There  were  twelve  souls  brought  to  Christ 
and  joined  the  church.  The  meeting  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  E.  T.  Irvin  and  the 
pastor.  Rev.  W.  M.  Carter.  It  was  one  of  the 
greatest  revivals  ever  held  in  the  history 
of  the  church.  Ten  were  baptised  by  the 
pastor.  On  the  last  night  two  more  were 
converted  and  added  to  the  church.  On  the 
4th  the  pastor  filled  the  pulpit  and  deUvered 
to  M  two  wonderful  sermons.  On  Monday 
night  the  Rev,  E,  T,  Irvin  came  to  his  as- 
sistance  and  preached  us  some  wonderful  ser¬ 
mons,  with  large  audiences  present  each 
night.  Our  church  is  getting  along  nicely. 


both  spiritually  and  flnanclaUy.  We  are 
strivmg  to  put  over  our  program  before  the 

rals^  Pray  for  us.  Our  pastor  is 

pushing  thln^  to  the  front.— Mrs:  Wilton 
Hollingsworth,  Reporter. 

Cliftw,  Tenn. — St.  James  Methodist  Epis- 
copal  Church  has  just  closed  a  very  successful 
revival.  Mrs  M.  S.  Limon,  of  Columbia, 
lenn.,  was  with  us  and  preached  each  niaht 
to  a  crowded  house.  The  Christians  ire 
greatly  revived,  and  five  precious  souls  were 
Mded  to  the  church.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  S 
M.  Carmichael,  is  trying  hard  to  be  ready  to 
answer  the  Conference  roll  call  with  a  irood 
report.  Our  closing  rally  will  begin  October 
6,  and  continue  through  the  10th.  We  have 
Si*"  „  i  i'anquet  for  the  8th  in  honor  of 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Limon  and  our  pastor.  All  causes 
are  being  looked  after.  We  wUl  do  aU  we 
can  for  our  Walden  College.  The  Southwest¬ 
ern  and  Waveland  are  parts  of  our  financial 
program  — G.  W.  Grimes,  Reporter. 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

GULFSIDE  DISTRICT 
Fourth  Round — Richton,  October  1,  2;  Mc¬ 
Lain,  4,  6;  Merrill,  8,  9;  Basin,  16,  16;  Pic- 
aj^ne,  20,  21;  Lumberton,  22,  23;  Bond  and 
Wi^ms,  November  6,  6;  McHenry,  9,  10; 
Gulfport,  Haven,  etc.,  12,  13;  Gulfport,  St. 
Mark,  16,  17;  Pass  Christian,  19,  20;  Wave- 
land  and  Dellsle,  26,  27;  Bay  St.  Louis,  De¬ 
cember  10,  11;  Handsboro,  3,  4;  Biloxi,  18, 
14;  Ocean  ^rings,  17,  18;  Moss  Point,  31. 
January  1;  Escatawpa,  7,  8. 

My  dear  Brethren:  This  is  the  fourth  and 
last  round  for  the  year;  therefore  whatever 
deficiency  there  is  in  our  reports,  let  us  bring 
it  up.  We  have  done  well  thus  far,  but  re¬ 
member  that  there  is  much  more  to  be  done, 
^t  us  bring  up,  especially,  our  Haveh  en¬ 
dowment  money.  We  are  a  little  behind  other 
districts  in  this  matter.  Let  us  brinir  it  ud 
— E.  A.  Wilson,  Dist.  Supt. 

HATTIESBURG  DISTRICT 
Fourth  Round— Bay  Springs  Ct.,  October 
8, 9;  Wesley,  14;  Mallalieu,  16, 16;  Hattiesburg 
Mission,  19,  20;  Hattiesburg,  St.  Paul,  21-23; 
Laurel,  St.  Paul,  28-30;  Ellisville,  November 
5,  6;  Sumrall,  12,'13;  Mount  Ollie,  17;  Bentley 
Heidelburg,  26,  27;  Paulding, 
29,  Pachuta,  22,  23;  West  Enterprise,  24, 
25;  State  Line,  December  6,  7;  Waynesboro, 
8,  9;  Shubuta  Ct.,  10,  11;  Morgan  Hill  and 
Salem,  14;  Shubuta,  12,  13;  DeSoto,  3,  4;  En¬ 
terprise,  17,  18;  Quitman,  16,  16. — W.  H. 
Smith,  District  Superintendent. 


intendent.  Rev.  W.  R.  Robinson,  presiding  as 
usual  in  his  masterly  way.  After  a  few 
preliminaries  and  introductory  remarks  bv 
the  pastor,  the  superintendent  was  then  in- 
tr<^u<^.  He  touched  very  largely  upon  the 
bishop  s  expression  of  gratitude  of  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  area.  Mrs.  Hattie  Vaughns  was 
then  elected  secretary.  The  business  of  the 
quarter  was  entered  upon.  Marks  of  prog¬ 
ress  were  shown  on  many  lines.  The  routine 
of  business  was  somewhat  revised.  Sunday 
night  Mrried  quite  an  appreciative  audience 

superintendent  was  at  his  best. 
Eifty-nve  partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper;  paid 
superintendent,  $26.68;  total  raised  in  the 
quarterly  meeting,  $41.68.  After  the  quar¬ 
ter  a  little  reception  was  given  in  honor  of 
the  superintendent.  A  dainty  ice  course  was 
served.— Ella  Mae  Blue,  Reporter. 

PORT  PIERCE,  FLA. 

i^V,^®***"***®*  Episcopal  Church  held  its 
inorT  Conference  September  2, 

1927,  with  the  district  superintendent  presid- 
mg.  After  some  strong,  interesting  remarks 
by  the  superintendent,  the  business  of  the 
Conference  was  taken  up  by  him  in  a 
brotherly  manner.  AU  reports  showed  prog¬ 
ress  in  the  work.  We  are  glad  to  say,  trus- 
tees  and  friends  are  doing  excellent  work 
undw  the  leadership  of  our  worthy  pastor, 
the  Rev.  R.  H.  Glenn.  The  district  superin¬ 
tendent  was  paid  in  full.— Mrs.  H.  D.  Coar 
Reporter. 


Bridgeville,  ilfw*.— The  Rev.  B.  J.  Cooper, 
of  Little  Rock  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
who  always  stands  ready  to  plead  with  the 
unsaved,  has  just  closed  a  great  revival  here. 
On  Sunday,  August  28,  our  pastor  preached 
at  the  three  services.  We  did  not  have  room 
to  seat  the  people.  A  large  crowd  from 
Kankin,  led  by  the  Rev.  Archie  Lee,  raised  a 
neat  sum  of  money  for  our  pastor.  On  Sun¬ 
day  night  the  choir  from  St.  Peter  Holiness 
A  J*"®"  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Mose 
Anderson.  They  are  invited  to  come  again. 
On  Monday  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Middleton,  of 
lylertown,  Miss.,  arrived  and  joined  the 
meeting,  bringing  the  Holy  Spirit  with  him. 
He  preached  the  first  sermon  from  2  Kings 
18.  11;  the  next  from  Daniel  8.  17.  Every 
sermon  preached  was  inspired  with  the  Holy 
spirit.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  rains  the  crowd 
gfcat  each  night.  Six  members  were 
added  to  the  church.  The  total  amount  raised 


VICKSBURG  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Round — Bolton,  October  21-23  • 
Clinton,  29,  30;  Edwards,  Noveqiber,  1,  2; 
Harriston,  6,  6;  Russum,  8,  9;  Fayette,  11 
and  13;  Natchez,  15,  16;  M’Nair,  19,  20; 
MeadvHle,  23,  24;  Vicksburg,  26  and  27; 
Centerville,  29,  30;  Bude,  December  2  and  4; 
Meadville  Mission,  6;  Cary,  10,  11;  Kirby,  13, 
14;  Union  Church,  17,  18. 

Brethren:  We  have  great  things  yet  to  do 
if  we  want  our  work  to  show  up  with  last 
year.  We  have  added  many  souls  during 
revival  seasons,  but  our  benevolent  causes  are 
behind  that  of  last  year.  Our  District  Con¬ 
vention  will  convene  at  Clinton,  October  26- 
30,  when  we  hope  to  bring  up  our  full  quota 
for  Haven  Teachers’  College  and  World  Serv¬ 
ice.  Let  each  pastor  make  a  good  report 
and  urge  the  auxiliaries  to  help.  Let  each 
auxiliary  report  not  less  than  five  dollars. 
This  will  help  us  greatly  to  bring  our  dis- 
tnet  up  to  last  Conference.  Let  us  do  our 
best.  Do  not  disappoint  our  church  and  our 
beloved  bishop.  Yours  in  His  name,  J.  R. 
Ross,  District  Superintendent. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

BRYAN,  TEXAS 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
In  Lee  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
August  19-21,  1927,  with  the  district  super- 


HANDSBORO,  MISS. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
August  27-29,  with  Dr.  A.  E.  WUson  presid¬ 
ing.^  On  the  27th,  at  7  P.  M.,  the  business 
session  was  held  with  all  officers  present. 
Their  reports  showed  advancement  along  ali 
lines.  On  Sunday  the  superintendent 
preached  an  inspiring  sermon,  and  at  3  P.  M. 
a  sermon  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  D.  E. 
Vicker,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Clmrcli 
of  Handsboro.  His  subject  was  “Prayer” 
Love  feast  was  held  at  10.46  A.  M.  At  7 
P.  M.  the  superintendent  preached  another 
great  sermon.  The  day’s  collection  amounted 
to  ^7 ;  total  raised,  $191.82.  On  Monday  the 
Ladies  Aid  gave  a  country  rally  and  they 
rendered  an  excellent  program.  Amount 
raised  from  this  rally  was  $116,  and  given  as 
the  last  payment  on  the  organ  for  the  church, 
which  cost  $430.  Mrs.  R.  Boyd  is  president. 
— E.  Smith,  Reporter. 

INTERLACHEN,  FLA. 

Quarterly  Conference  convened 
at  Richardson  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  September  3,  4,  with  the  Rev.  F.  E. 
Welch,  district  superintendent,  in  the  chair 
Reports  showed  that  we  are  still  doing  well 
by  God’s  help  and  with  the  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  J.  S.  Lee.  On  Sunday,  at  11.30  A.  M., 
the  district  superintendent  preached  a  soul¬ 
stirring  sermon  from  St.  John  6.  It  was  in¬ 
deed  a  fine  sermon.  Paid  district  superin¬ 
tendent  in  full  for  the  quarter.  The  mem- 
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benUp  Is  but  lojal. — ^Mn.  Dors  R. 

CsrroU,  Reporter. 

LOUISVILLE,  MISS 

Our  third  Qositerlr  Conference  was  held 
at  Hopewell  Metbowt  Bpiacopal  Church, 
Saturday,  Aua^t  27.  The  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  IF&r.  C.  V.  Heffner,  was  present. 
He  preached  an  able  sermon  on  Sunday,  Au¬ 
gust  28,  to  a  large  and  appreciative  audi¬ 
ence.  The  superintendent  was  Mid  in  full 
and  returned  to  Wesley  Chapa  for  night 
service.  Monday  night  following  our  revival 
began  at  Hopewell,  and  was  largely  attended 
and  closed  with  much  success.  Our  pastor, 
tte  Rev.  A.  A.  Wri^t,  having  been  in  poor 
health  this  year,  only  preached  one  sermon 
during  the  revivaL  The  Rev.  E.  D.  Mont¬ 
gomery,  pastor  of  Rock  HQl  Church,  Stark- 
ville  DisMct,  came  Tuesday  and  preached  a 
burning  sermon  every  night  until  the  meet¬ 
ing  closed.  Candidates  for  baptism  were 
twelve  in  number.  Collection  for  the  week, 
$94.60.  We  ask  God’s  blessings  upon  our 
putor,  the  Rev.  A.  A  Wright;  also  the  Rev. 
E.  D.  Montgomery,  trusting  that  he  will  be 
with  us  again  in  the  near  future.^ — Mrs.  Eddie 
L.  B.  Ha3rne8,  Reporter. 

MALTA  BEND,  MO. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
September  10,  11,  at  '  Crutchfield  Chapel 
Metho^t  Episcopal  Church  by  the  Rev.  C. 
C.  Reynolds.  He  was  at  his  best  and 
preached  three  strong  sermons.  We  had 
fifty-one  adults  and  six  children  to  partake 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  The  collection  was 
$3  for  area  budget;  grand  total  raised 
during  the  quarter,  $275.68.  We  ask  your 
prayers  for  our  success. — The  Rev.  H.  J. 
Harrison,  Pastor. 

MONTGOMERY,  ALA. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  of  St.  Paul 
Methodist  Episcopal  <%urch  convened  Au¬ 
gust  19,  20.  Our  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  P.  P.  Wright,  was  at  his  best.  He 
preached  two  powerful  sermons  on  Sund.ay. 
All  reports  were  good. — ^The  Rev,  P.  J. 
Jacobs,  Pastor;  Ernest  Sinclair,  Re^rter. 

TEAGUE,  TEXAS 

Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
at  Fairfield  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July 
27,  28,  with  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Robinson  present. 
We  made  fairly  good  reports.  The  Rev.  R.  R. 
Bailey  received  eight  members  into  the  church 
and  six  were  candidates  for  baptism.  Our 
collection  for  the  Quarterly  Conference  was 
$42.50.  On  the  night  of  July  28,  Bro.  Rob¬ 


inson  preached  an  able  sermon. — W.  C.  Blaine, 
Reporter. 

WELLSVILLE,  MO. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
August  20,  21,  with  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Grady,  our 
pastor  at  Truesdole,  presiding.  He  preached 
three  sermons — two  in  Johnson’s  Chapel  and 
one  in  Fisher’s  ChapeL  We  had  a  splendid 
Quarterly  Conference;  everything  Minted  to¬ 
ward  a  successful  year’s  work.  ,  We  are  in 
advance  of  many  lines  of  last  year.  Fisher’s 
C^pel  has  had  many  hindrances  this  year 
which  has  caused  it  to  fall  behind,  but  we 
are  hopeful  for  a  successful  close.  This  is 
the  smallest  church,  and  among  the  member¬ 
ship  we  have  had  manv  deaths  and  quite  a 
few  yet  are  on  the  sick  Ust.  Johnson’s  Chapel 
is  at  Williamsburg.  This  church  is  the  larrat 
on  the  work,  with  a  fine  congregation.  Sucty 
partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  We  are  plan¬ 
ning  now  for  our  meeting  at  Johnson’s  ChaMl. 
The  general  claims  of  the  church  are  bang 
cared  for.  We  are  teaching  our  people  that 
the  l^uthwestern  is  our  assistant  pastor  in 
a  charge. — J.  W.  Terrell,  Pastor. 

WICHITA,  KANS. 

St.  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  held 
its  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  August  21, 
22,  with  the  superintendent.  Dr.  D.  G.  Frank¬ 
lin,  in  the  chair.  He  dispatched  the  business 
of  the  <^nference  with  dignity  and  ease.  All 
of  the  officers  were  present  ^th  written  re¬ 
ports.  The  district  superintendent  preached 
us  two  splendid  sermons.  He  expressed  him¬ 
self  as  b^g  well  pleased  with  the  work  that 
had  been  done  on  the  charge  this  year. 
Raised  for  all  purposes  this  quarter,  $316. 
We  paid  the  distrirt  superintendent  in  full, 
$130 ;  the  pastor,  $290,  this  quarter.  St.  Mark 
is  alive. — The  Rev.  W.  C.  Conwell,  Pastor; 
Wm.  T.  Conwell,  Reporter. 

ZACHARY,  LA. 

Jackson  circuit:  The  fourth  Quarterly 
Conference  was  held  at  Jackson  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  September  6,  7,  with  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  B.  J.  Reddix  in  the 
chair.  Most  of  the  officers  were  present  with 
good  reports.  The  superintendent  was  well 
pleased  with  the  work.  We  were  also  glad 
to  have  with  us  the  Rev.  A.  C.  Mitchell,  our 
pastor  at  Plaquemine,  La.,  who  preached  a 
short  but  inspiring  sermon.  We  were  favored 
with  the  presence  of  Mr.  B.  J.  Reddix,  Jr., 
and  Prof.  Reddix,  the  sons  of  our  district 
superintendent.  The  superintendent  ex¬ 
pressed  himself  as  being  well  pleased  with 
the  work  of  the  fourth  quarter.  He  was  paid 
$12. — Reporter. 


Reports  of  District  Conferences 


ALEXANDRIA 

The  thirty-seventh  annual  District  Confer¬ 
ence,  Epworth  League,  and  Sunday-school 
Convention  of  the  Alexandria  District,  Wash¬ 
ington  Conference,  convened  at  the  Mt.  Zion 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Leesburg,  Va., 
August  16-21,  1^7.  The  Rev.  James  U. 
King,  D.D.,  district  superintendent,  pre¬ 
side  with  ease,  grace,  intelligence,  and 
brotherliness. 

The  opening  session  was  Tuesday  night,  the 
program  being  under  the  auspices  of  the  local 
Sunday  schom.  Miss  E.  A.  Harris  presided 
at  this  meeting,  and  the  entire  program  was 
well  planned  and  wdl  rendered  to  the  delight 
of  tAe  large  audience  present. 

Wednesday  morning,  at  9  o’clock,  marked 
the  opening  of  the  District  Conference. 
After  the  devotions,  which  were  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Smith,  the  district  super¬ 
intendent  administered  the  holy  communion, 
assisted  by  the  Revs.  J.  A.  Reed,  H.  A. 
Johnson,  and  J.  L.  Brown.  Following  the  sac¬ 
rament,  the  organisation  of  the  Conference 
was  effected.  The  Rev.  C.  S.  Harper  was 
elected  secretary;  the  Rev.  T.  N.  Austin, 
treasurer;  the  Rev.  Perry  G.  Myers  was 
electoi  reporter  to  the  Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate  and  the  local  papers. 

The  Rev.  T.  N.  Austin  dellve:^  brief  re¬ 
marks  of  welcome  to  the  newly  appointed 
district  superintendent  on  part  of  the  clergy 
of  the  district,  while  Mf.  Howard  Barett 


spoke  words  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the 
laity  of  the  district.  Fitting  response  came 
from  the  presiding  officer,  indicative  of  the 
pleasure  it  gave  him  to  be  so  cordially  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  district. 

The  Conference  gave  to  Mr.  C.  F.  Har¬ 
rison,  the  mayor  of  Leesburg,  a  hearty  ap¬ 
plause  at  the  conclusion  of  his  very  appro¬ 
priate  speech  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the 
town.  He  said  that  friendship  was  the  su¬ 
preme  thing  in  life,  and  that  the  Christian 
church  is  the  one  great  institution  on  earth 
which  can  best  foster  it.  The  Rev.  Mr.  J.  R. 
Wood,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  gave  the  Conference  an  assuring  wel¬ 
come  on  behalf  of  the  churches  of  Leesburg. 
His  address  was  very  unique  and  enlighten¬ 
ing.  To  these  two  addresses  our  district  su¬ 
perintendent  gave  a  response  worthy  of  all 
acceptation.  The  Baptists  were  represented 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dupree,  who  very  gra¬ 
ciously  threw  open  the  doors  of  his  church 
for  the  entertaining  of  our  Conference  if  the 
very  beautiful  newly  reconstructed  Mt.  Zion 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  is  not 
complete,  had  not  been  finished  enough  to 
use  it.  The  pastor.  Rev.  J.  N.  Yearwood, 
made  the  address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of 
the  church,  which  was  appropriately  supple¬ 
mented  by  Prof.  J.  C.  Walker,  principal  of 
the  public  school. 

The  reports  from  pastors  and  laymen 
showed  increased  interest  in  the  work  of  the 


district  and  promise  for  improvement.  All 
of  the  sessions  were  well  attended  and  the 
general  interest  was  keen.  The  very  heljpful 
papers  and  discussions  which  were  ^^cn 
heightened  the  tone  of  the  Conference.  Those 
^vmg  the  papers  were:  the  Rev.  F.  P.  King, 
Th.B.,  “Duty  of  the  Local  Preacher  to  His 
Church”;  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Carroll,  “How  May 
the  Pastor  Best  Help  the  Local  Preacher?” 
the  Rev.  Perry  G.  Myers,  A.B.,  “The  Hu¬ 
manity  of  Jesus”;  the  Rev.  R.  M.  Williams, 
B.D.,  a  talk  on  “The  Minister  and  His  Read¬ 
ing”  ;  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Scarborough,  Ph.D.,  D.D., 
“Place  of  Evangelistic  Preaching  in  Our 
Churches  of  To-dyr”;  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Wheeler,  “Personal  Evangelism”;  the  Rev.  J. 
H.  Peters,  “How  May  We  Best  Utilise  the 
Members  of  the  Local  Churches  in  Evangel¬ 
istic  Effort?”  and  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Harper,  B.D., 
“Is  the  World  Growing  Better?”  All  these 
papers'  and  discussions  showed  thought  and 
careful  preparation. 

Very  interesting  programs  were  rendered 
by  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
and  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety.  Mrs.  J.  C.  Scarborough  represented 
The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  and 
presided  over  its  meeting,  while  Miss  Mary 
E.  Dorsey,  the  president  of  The  Woman’s 
Forefgn  Missionary  Society,  was  in  charge  of 
this  department’s  program.  A  very  interest¬ 
ing  pageant  was  presented,  portraying  some 
accomplishments  and  needs  in  the  foreign 
field.  Mrs.  Mamie  Thomas,  the  Washington 
Annual  Conference  corresponding  secretary 
of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society, 
delivered  to  the  Conference  an  encouraging 
report  of  the  work  done  by  the  women  in  the 
home  field. 

The  literary  and  musical  feature  on  Friday 
night  was  an  exceptionally  fine  affair.  Sun¬ 
day  was  the  banner  day  of  the  Conference. 
The  day  began  with  an  old-fashioned  Meth¬ 
odist  love  feast,  heartily  entered  into  and  en¬ 
joyed  by  all.  Dr.  King,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  at  11  o’clock,  delivered  a  profoundly  in¬ 
structive  sermon.  At  3  P.  M.  the  Rev,  M.  M. 
Jefferson,  pastor  of  the  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Roanoke,  preached  at  the 
town  hall.  The  Rev.  E.  W.  Holland,  pastor 
of  the  Falls  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
gave  a  great  message  at  the  8  P.  M.  service. 
Wonderful  singing  by  the  local  choir  and 
visiting  choirs  added  much  luster  to  all  the 
meetings.  Among  the  general  officers  present 
and  who  spoke  in  behalf  of  their  respective 
fields  were:  Drs.  F.  H.  Butler  of  the  Ep¬ 
worth  League;  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  of  the  Board 
of  Church  Extension;  C.  H.  Matthews,  Board 
of  Pensions 'and  Relief;  A.  J.  Mitchel,  rep¬ 
resentative  of  Morgan  College.  Others  who 
spoke  were:  Drs.  Thompson  and  Hubbard, 
visitors  from  the  Delaware  Conference.  Fra¬ 
ternal  greetings  were  brought  from  the  South 
Baltimore  District  by  the  Rev.  I.  H.  Carpen¬ 
ter,  who  spoke  in  a  very  gratifying  manner. 

District  Superintendents  R.  F.  Coates,  of 
the  Washington  District;  W,  H.  Dean,  of  the 
Pittsburgh  District,  and  J.  S.  Carroll,  of  the 
South  Baltimore  Districct,  were  present  and 
made  brief  addresses.  Dr.  Ernest  Lyons,  of 
Ames  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Baltimore, 
was  present  and  gave  joyful  greetings.  Other 
ecclesiastical  visitors  were  present. 

The  good  people  of  Leesburg,  both  colored 
and  white,  showed  a  fine  spirit  of  hospitality, 
and  our  stay  among  them  was  a  benediction 
to  us.  The  receipts  for  the  Conference  were 
$378.  We  left  this  beautiful  little  town  in 
Loudon  County,  Va.,  with  the  most  pleasant 
memories,  looking  forward  to  Falls  Church, 
Va.,  for  the  thirty-eighth  session  of  the  Alex¬ 
andria  District  inference  for  still  greater 
success. — Perry  G.  Myers,  Reporter. 

CLARKSDALE 

The  first  session  of  the  Clarksville  District, 
Sunday  School,  and  Epworth  League  Conven¬ 
tions  met  in  Mt.  Nebo  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  August  23-28,  1927.  The  first  two 
days  were  devoted  to  the  Sunday  School  and 
Epworth  League  Conventions,  respectively. 
The  Rev.  P.  H.  Jackson,  president  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Convention,  called  the  convention 
to  order.  Each  charge  was  well  represented, 
and  from  a  financial  standpoint  it  excelled 
any  previous  convention;  raised  $810. 

The  Ladies’  Aid  Convention  was  presided 
over  by  Madam  M.  L.  Williams,  president. 
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Her  timely  address  was  pointed,  full  of 
(thought  and  Inspiration.  Raised  in  the  con- 


Several  very  distinguisbed  visitors  were 
present:  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Taibert,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  Starkville  District,  who 
preached  an  able  sermon;  the  Rev.  J.  M. 

Mars^  pastor  at  Amory,  Miss.,  representing 
TO  Endowment  Fund  for  Rust  Ctdlece: 

Prof.  R.  H.  McAllister,  manager  of  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate,  who  very 
aWy  presented  that  paper,  and  secured 
more  than  thirty  subscribers;  the  Rev.  R.  B. 

Adams,  pastor  at  Durant,  who  made  a  splen- 
md  address  on  the  subject,  “(^n  the  Door.” 

The  fi^lowing  brothers  preach^  soul-stirring 
sermons:  the  Revs.  J.  H.  Talbert,  W  H. 

Moody,  C.  A.  Talbert,  B.  S.  Pegues,  A.  G.‘ 

Marshall,  F.  B.  Clay,  M.  C.  Pulliain.  The 
entire  session  was  a  s]^ritual  feast.  One  was 
added  to  the  church.  The  Rev.  P.  R.  Jenkins 
and  his  members  and  the  community  deserve 
much  praise  for  the  royal  entertainment  given 
the  Conference  and  conventions.  Thus  ended 
Hie  best  sessi^  of  the  Holly  Spring  District 
Conference.  The  nexf  session  goes  to  Sardis, 

Miss. — G.  Orange,  Reporter. 

INDIANAPOLIS 

.  F.  J.  Talberti  The  Indianapolis  District  of  the  Lexington 
Hon.  Mr.  R.  L.  WU-  closed  one  of  the  most  bene- 

- J  in 

was  expressed  by  the  old-timers 
-  The_old-tlme  District  Con- 
uiEuwuB  oi  a  Conference  m  session  as 
long  as  the  Annual  Conference  is  slowly  giv¬ 
ing  way  to  one  of  two  or  three  days’  inten- 

/  .  1  *  .  .X  w  *•  ®  modem  district 

(mii^terial),  Mrs.  Lessie  Jackson  supermtendent  like  the  Rev.  S.  H.  Sweeny  pre- 
).  The  following  divines  preached  This  entails  no  waste  of  enerirv  or 

strong  sermons  during  the  Conference:  The  on  the  part  of  the  laity  or  ministryf  The 
Rev^  B.  L.  Lee,  A.  A.  Marsh,  G.  H.  Gaston,  Conference  opened  on  We^esday  night  with 
n  W.  Washington,  D.  D.  very  appropriate  addresses  from  tL  local 

Reid,  A.  K  Hitman,  B.  F.  Woolfolk,  J.  H.  church  and  business  interests.  The  welcome 
Bynum,  C.  W.  Evans,  and  the  writer.  Dur-  extended  was  sincere  and  generous,  which  the 

over  Conference  was  made  to  feel  before  adioum- 
(1,000  for  all  causes.  For  all  benevolent  n>ent.  The  addresses  were  full  of  pithv  sav- 
mu^s  up  to  date  the  district  has  raised  ings,  and  very  inspiring.  ^ 

(2,007.  The  Rev.  P.  H.  Jackson  and  his  Co  Thursday  morning  the  Rev.  E.  A  White 
good  people  had  things  well  in  hand  and  preached  an  eloquent  and  inspiring  Mimon 
jpared  no  pains  in  taking  care  of  the  Con-  The  Conference  was  then  organised  for  ^i-’ 
ference.  T^e  next  District  Conference  will  oess.  The  Rev.  D.  M.  Jordon  was  elected 
winvene  in  Minter  City,  Miss. — P.  A.  Lemon,  secretary,  and  be  named  his  assistants.  The 
f  eporter.  C.  Hayes  was  elected  treasurer.  The 

V  HOLLY  SPRINGS  Rev.  I.  F.  White  was  appointed  to  write  for 

The  first  session  of  the  Holly  Springs  Dis-  ,  . 

trkrt  Conference,  Epworth  League,  Ladies’  big  attraction  in  the  afternoon  session  „ 

A'ki,  and  Junior  League  convention  was  held  ^^*1?**  by  Mr.  McMorries,  formerly  the  form  of 

in  Salem  Methodist  Episcopal  Ohurcl^  on  the  Department  of  Church  Schools,  but 

Alesville  circuit,  August  28-28,  1927,  with  the  Anderson,  Ohio.  He  spoke  on  the 

Rev.  A.  G.  C<fie,  district  siqierintendent,  pre-  PWlosophy  of  Religious  Education.”  This 
tiding.  Devotional  services  were  omducted  fu  instructive,  and 

by  the  district  superintendent.  The  Cemfer-  i  n  A  very  keen  discussion 

race  organised  by  riectlng  G.  Orange,  secre-  presentation.  A  committee  was 

Ury,  with  H.  F.  Bankhead,  assistant;  J.  L.  findings  concerning 

King,  statistical  secretary;  L.  I,  Young,  as-  *  ®  religious  education.  The  commit- 

listant;  G.  M.  Chisholm,  treasurer,  and  G.  Jf®  /eported  a  resolution  that  the  District 
Orange,  reporter.  The  district  superintend-  _  *®,”®*  ^peRtion  the  Annual  Conference, 

mt  made  an  excellent  report  of  his  work  on  r!??®!  be  placed  in  the 

tte  district.  He  briefly  outlined  the  work  ^®  ^  **’®  bounds  of  the  Lexington  Confer- 

done  by  each  pastor,  which  showed  advance-  “'?®  '^"'"ber  to  be  under  the  department 

merit  over  any  previous  year.  The  Rev.  A.  G.  “/bools. 

l^e,  our  new  district  superintendent,  pre-  Lonference  then  launched  into  the  dls- 

•ided  with  the  ability  and  dignity  that  be-  ^  “Realising  Christ’s  Pur- 

eraeth  his  oflfce.  His  brotherly  manner  \^n  Benevolent  Boards.”  The 

^e  entire  body  of  ministers  and  delegates  Foreign  Missions  should  have  been 

Peace  and  harmony  prevailed  throughoi^the 

•ession.  All  pastors  present  made  good  re-  ®^  prevented  from 

ports.  The  Rev.  J.  R.  Little  was  rep!^  m  through  illness.  Tlie  Rev.  J.  M. 

•nd  had  been  for  some  time.  A  collection  was'  ^layden  spo^  for  the  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
njised  by  the  Conference  and  sent  to  him!  the  Board 

^  Rev.  S.  J.  Mack  was  called  home  to  the  ii,  **®  tJ^®  ^®'^'  ^  Darius  for 
^side  of  his  sick  mother,  and  could  not  be  Prohibition,  and 

present.  His  report  was  made  by  one  of  bis  *  S’  *^®^i  ?’  spoke 

relegates.  '  the  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes,  and 

^  The  Ladies’  Aid  Society  was  nresided  ov^r  o  Thompson  for  the  American  Bible 

^  Miss  Ruby  Ross.  The  sesston  was  very  ®P«f her  handled  his  subject 

jjccessful.  Raised  on  benevolence.  8280  T’  “it  ^"tormation  was  given 

^lendid  papers  were  read  by  the  delegates  and  duties  of  these 

j^^officers  were  re-elected  f^r  the  enfuing  tCma„  broJSerh^^  **** 

The  Epworth  League  was  presided  over  bv  ^^^“trict  World  Service  Council  met  and 

fref.  S.  W.  RodgerTand  the  >«?K  ’^Rh  the  World  Service 


All  Church  School  teachers  need 

AN  EXPERT  FRIEND 

when  preparing  their  lessons 
for  Sunday .  This  means  that’; 

THE  CHURCH  SCHOOL 
JOURNAL 

is  essential  equipment  for 
every  teacher  of  Interme¬ 
diates,  Seniors,  Young 
People  and  Adults. 

In  addition  to  treatments 
of  International  Uniform, 
Group  and  Graded  Lessons 
it  has  a  most  interesting  and 
informative  magazine  sec¬ 
tion. 

In  clubs  to  schools  its  price  is  but 
ij  cents  a  qu^tCT;  90  cents  a  year. 
Single  subscriptions,  annual  only, 
$1.00. 

If  you  are  not  now  on  intimate 
terms  with  this  splendid  Journal 
we  will  be  glad  to  send  yoii  a 
sample  copy  Free.  Address 

Hie  Mediodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 

D'trolt  Pltuburgh 
•Cmttama  Qtjr  San  FraaeUco  Partlaad,  Ot«. 


Keea.  All  the  pastors  were  present  and 
made  good  reports,  notwithstanding  a  great 
deal  of  this  territory  was  flooded  coring  the 
spring.  It  looked  as  though  we  were  en¬ 
tirely  forsaken  by  the  guiding  hand  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  but  the  men  rolled  up  their  sleeves  and 

The  following  distinguished  visitors  spoke 
to  the  delight  of  all  present:  The  Revs.  f.  H. 

Talbert,  superintendent  StarksviUe  District; 

J.  M.  Marsh,  of  Amory,  Miss. 

of  Lexington,  Miss.;  rr__..  1. _ _ _  _ 

deputy  and  business  man  of  ficial,  helpful,  and  eventful  Conferenc^ 
the  W.  O.  U.;  Mrs.  Rodgers,  of  Indianola,  its  history,  as  ' 

Miss.  It  may  seem  a  little  suspicious  to  see  the  district  ' _ _ _  ^ 

them  come;  but  remember,  next  year  is  Gen-  lerence  methods  of  a  Conference  in  session 
eral  Conference  year.  ' - . 

The  following  delegates  were  elected  to  the 
Area  Council  at  Waveland,  Miss.;  P.  A 
Lemon  (-  •  •  • 

(layman) 


Smii^  College;  Prof.  Brown,  Langston  Uni- 
verslti^  son-in-law  of  our  beloved  Dr.  J.  M, 
Cox;  Mrs.  A.  C.  Freeman,  English  depart- 

College;  ttie  Rev. 
T  «  Locksburg;  Dr. 

superintendent  For- 
District;  the  Revs.  W.  C  Rivers, 
district  superintendent  Texarkana  District; 
J.  L.  Bryan,  Fort  Smith  District;  M.  M 
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Schedule  of  Annual  Conferences.  Fall,  1927 


Conference 

Place 

Date 

Bishop 

East  Tennessee 

Marion,  Va. 

October  5 

Clair 

Louisiana 

Shreveport,  La. 

October  12 

Jones 

Tennessee 

Martin,  Tenn. 

October  12 

Clair 

Central  Alabama 

Anniston,  Ala. 

October  20 

Jones 

Lincoln 

Ardmore,  Okla. 

October  28 

Clair 

North  Carolina 

Greensboro,  N.  C. 

October  26 

Jone9 

Texas 

Galveston,  Tex. 

November  28 

Jones 

West  Texas 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 

November  80 

Jones 

Little  Rock 

Littie  Rock,  Ark. 

November  80 

Clair 

Savannah 

Blackshear,  Ga. 

December  1 

Richardson 

South  Carolina 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

December  6 

Richardson 

Atlanta 

McDonough,  Ga. 

December  14 

Richardson 

McCrosky,  Conway;  B.  F.  Neal,  Fort  Smith; 
A.  L.  Buchanan,  Roland;  P.  H.  Scruggs, 
Maumelle.  Several  of  the  speakers  announced 
their  candidacy  for  election  to  the  General 
Conference  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  May,  1928. 

The  report  of  the  district  superintendent 
showed  an  advance  for  World  Service,  eveiry 
pastor  r^orting  an  increase.  The  reports 
showed  an  increase  of  100  in  membership. 

The  following  were  recommended  for  ad¬ 
mission  on  trial  to  the  Annual  Conference; 
W.  H.  D.  Bright  and  Wm.  Robinson;  for 
license  to  preach:  President  G.  C.  Taylor, 
Prof.  W.  L.  Sherrill,  and  Prof.  R.  E.  Dorsey. 
Fraternal  greetings  were  brought  from  the 
district  meeting  of  Allen  Christian  Endeavor 
in  session  at  Sweet  Home,  Ark.,  by  Dr. 
Lundn,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
connection.  Dr.  Lunon  spoke  to  the  ddigbt 
of  his  hearers.  Dr.  W.  L.  Turner,  our  effi¬ 
cient  pastor  at  Hot  Springy,  was  asked  to 
respond,  and  eloquently  emphasised  the 
achievements  of  the  “Mother  Church”  in  its 
world  program.  Dr.  J.  C.  Brower,  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Freeman,  and  the  Rev.  L.  G.  Hodges  were 
named  as  representatives  of  the  Little  Rock 
District  to  the  meeting  at  Sweet  Home.  Dr. 
H.  P.  Coulter,  one  of  our  retired  ministers, 
was  presented  to  the  Conference  and  was 
remembered  by  the  brethren  in  a  substantial 
way. 

^veral  fine  sermons  were  preached  dur¬ 
ing  tbe  session  by  the  Revs.  C.  H.  Brooks, 
Z,  R.  Fields,  W.  C.  Rivers,  W.  D.  Lester, 
and  Dr.  J.  M.  Cox.  Total  receipts,  cash  and 
vouchers,  were  $1,800. 

Thus  closed  a  g^eat  and  successful  Confer¬ 
ence,  to  meet  at  New  Edinburgh,  August, 
1928. 

The  Sunday-school  and  Epworth  League 
convention  held  its  sessions  each  afternoon, 
with  Miss  Gertrude  Green,  the  progressive 
president,  officiating.  Miss  Pearl  Smith,  the 
faithful  and  efficient  secretary,  who  has  been 
re-elected  for  the  past  six  years,  was  at  her 
post  of  duty.  Mrs.  Collier,  our  treasurer, 
was  ready  for  her  work,  and  Miss  Jodie 
Stanfield,  an  accomplished  young  teacher, 
was  named  as  Mrs.  Collier’s  assistant.  Re¬ 
ports  from  the  Sunday  schools  and  Senior 
Leagues  were  encouraging,  but  there  was  a 
pronounced  falling  off  of  reports  from  our 
Junior  Leagues. 

Many  valuable  subjects  were  discussed. 
The  following  deserve  special  mention:  “Re¬ 
lation  of  Pastor  and  Teacher  to  the  Health 
Program  of  the  Community,”  by  Miss  Jodie 
Stanfield,  Altheimer;  “The  Value  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  Sclxml  to  Local  Oonununlties,”  by  Mrs. 
Louvenia  Douglass,  Little  Rock,  and  Miss 
Leophis  Adams,  Pine  Bluff;  “The  Value  of 
Recreation,”  by  Miss  Dovie  Anderson,  Little 
Rock,  and  “Sunday-School  Methods,”  by  Prof. 
R.  C.  Childress. 

The  following  visitors  were  presented  to  the 
convention  and  made  inspiring  speeches: 
Prof.  J.  Lovell,  of  Texas,  and  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Nasmyth,  of  the  Adeline  Smith  Home,  Little 
Rock. 

The  district  superintendent  and  the  presi¬ 
dent  had  reached  the  conclusion  that  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  young  people  it  would  be 
wise  to  separate  these  two  bodies;  thereupon, 
after  some  discussion,  it  was  unanimously 
voted  to  separate. 

Frld^  evening  the  cause  of  Philander 
Smith  CoUege  was  ably  represented  by  Presi¬ 
dent  G.  C  Taylor  and  Dr.  J.  M.  Cox.  The 
amount  raised  by  the  young  people  was 
$192.80.  The  same  officers  were  retained  with 
a  few  exceptions.  'Hie  list  will  be  pidilished 
in  the  columns  of  the  Southwestern. 


The  opening  sessions  also  found  many  of 
the  elect  women,  representatives,  and  visi¬ 
tors  present,  among  whom  were:  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Rivers,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Shaw,  matron  at  Haven 
Teachers  College,  Meridian,  Miss.;  Mrs.  W. 
D.  Lester,  a  recent  graduate  from  the  School 
of  Missions,  Gammon  Theological  Institute; 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Sherrill,  district  president  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Socic^;  Mrs.  Z.  R. 
Fields,  Conference  corresponding  secretary, 
and  Mrs.  Sampson,  Conference  secretary. 

The  Conference  was  scheduled  to  convene 
at  MoGehee,  but  after  the  flood  situation  it 
was  impossible,  and  these  good  people  readily 
consented  to  care  for  it.  In  the  act  of  re¬ 
modeling  their  church,  they  woi'ked  day  and 
night  to  have  it  ready,  which  they  succeeded 
in  accomplishing  in  fine  style.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  given  this  far-seeing  and 
faithful  pastor,  the  Rev.  H.  Bright;  his  loyal 
officials,  members,  friends,  and  the  efficient 
superintendent.  Rev.  W.  S.  Sherrill,  for  the 
excellent  way  by  which  they  managed  af¬ 
fairs  for  the  comfort  of  all.  Much  praise  is 
due  the  choirs  for  excellent  music,  especially 
White’s  Memorial  choir.  The  churches — 
Methodist,  Baptist,  and  Holiness — served  ex¬ 
cellent  meals  each  day,  and  so  bountiful  w'as 
the  supply,  so  appetizing  the  food,  .that  we 
felt  and  suggested,  “It  is  good  to  be  here; 
we  have  not  dwelt  upon  this  mount  long 
enough.”  Thus  closed  one  of  our  best  dis- 
trtet  meetings. — W.  D.  Lester,  Reporter. 

ROME 

The  Rome  District  Conference,  Sunday- 
school,  and  Epworth  League  Convention  met 
at  Harris  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Palmetto,  Ga.,  August  24-27,  1927, 
the  Rev.  J.  J.  Jones,  pastor;  the  Rev.  R.  T. 
Jackson,  district  superintendent,  presiding. 
He  delivered  a  warm  message  of  love  and  en¬ 
couragement  to  the  Conference,  and  presided 
with  brotherly  love  and  kindness.  With  his 
leadership  the  district  will  go  forward  in 
every  cause  of  the  church. 

The  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  was 
administered  by  the  district  superintendent, 
assisted  by  several  of  the  pastors,  after  which 
the  organization  was  effected  as  follows:  The 
Rev.  F.  M.  Gorden  was  elected  secretary; 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Z.  K.  Gowens  was  appointed 
acting  secretary,  and  Miss  Eva  Samuel  was 
elected  assistant;  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Von  Shultz, 
reporter  to  the  Constitution;  the  Rev.  B.  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  reporter  to  the  Southwestern. 

After  fixing  the  bar  of  the  Conference  and 
appointing  the  different  committees,  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  made  his  report.  He 
spoke  of  the  failing  health  of  some  of  the 
pastors  and  the  spiritual  outlook,  betterment, 
and  uplift  of  the  district  in  general. 

The  reports  of  the  pastors  were  called  for 
and  made.  All  made  very  encouraging  re¬ 
ports,  showing  the  charges  were  in  good 
shape. 

Welcome  addresses  were  delivered  by  the 
following  persons:  On  behalf  of  the  city. 
Dr.  W.  A.  Astain,  mayor.  He  made,  in  a 
very  eloquent  way,  an  address  welcoming  us 
to  the  city,  and  spoke  on  the  needs  of  all 
mankind  giving  attention  to  the  study  of  the 
Bible.  On  behalf  of  Harris  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Miss  Ida  S.  Hines. 
On  behalf  of  the  Baptist  Church,  Miss  Nancy 
Belmang.  On  behalf  of  the  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Miss  Mildred  Sims. 

The  following  persons  preached  logical  and 
enthusiastic  sermons  during  the  Conference 
sessions:  The  Revs.  Staling,  J.  W.  Tharpe, 
W.  C.  Von  Shultz,  R.  B.  McPherson. 

The  followinir  visitors  brought  irreetings 


to  the  Conference:  The  Rev.  N.  J.  Croliey. 
district  superintendent  of  the  GalnesviUe  Dit 
trict;  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Queen,  district  superin 
tendent  of  the  Atlanta  District;  the  Rev,  O. 
H.  Stanton,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Griffin  District;  the  Rev.  C.  L,  Johnson,  pas¬ 
tor  of  South  Atlcmta  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  the  Rev.  H.  E.  White,  of.  Atlanta; 
the  Rev.  H.  W.  B.  Wilson,  agent  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  of  Atlanta;  Dean 
Brawly,  of  Clark  University;  the  Rev.  T.  S. 
Brook,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  the  Rev.  J.  Griffith,  pastor  of  New- 
nan  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church; 
President  M.  S.  Davage,  of  Clark  University. 
He  spoke  to  us  on  the  needs  of  our  school, 
Clark  University,  stressing  its  imme^ate 
needs ;  Prof.  W.  C.  Strickland,  of  McDonough, 
Ga.;  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Woods,  pastor  of  Fort 
Street  Methodist  ^iscopal  Church,  Atlanta; 
the  Rev.  P.  H.  Travis,  pastor  of  Central 
Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Atlanta; 
Mrs.  N.  J.  Croliey  and  Prof.  J.  C.  Arnold,  of 
Atlanta;  Mrs.  R.  T.  Jackson;  Mrs.  J.  Griffith; 
the  Rev.  E.  J.  Kight,  pastor  of  Newnan  Cir¬ 
cuit  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Prof.  S.  S. 
Simmons,  of  Atlanta,  and  Miss  Lavinia  Rus¬ 
sel,  of  Atlanta.  These  all  brought  greetings 
from  their  fields  of  labor. 

6n  Thursday  night  Dr.  L.  H.  King,  editor 
of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate,  ad¬ 
dressed  us  on  the  subject,  “The  New  Negro 
for  the  New  Day.” 

The  afternoon  sessions  were  given  over  to 
the  Sunday-school  and  Epworth  League  Con¬ 
vention,  with  Prof.  W.  A.  Robinson  presid¬ 
ing.  The  young  people  read  verjr  timely  and 
instructive  papers  from  the  subjects  for  the 
occasion. 

Prof.  W.  A.  Robinson,  Mrs.  Irene  Prater, 
and  Miss  Eva  Samuel  presented  appropriate 
resolutions  which  were  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  Conference,  commending  the  fine  hos¬ 
pitality  of  the  people — colored  and  white— 
of  Palmetto,  sister  churches  and  pastors 
thereof,  and  the  faithful  services  rendered 
the  Conference  by  the  district  superintendent 
and  other  Conference  officials.  Especial  con¬ 
sideration  was  given  the  local  church  and  its 
industrious  pastor,  whose  wife  was  seriously 
ill  during  the  entire  Conference  session. 

The  1928  session  will  be  held  in  Tempk^jd 
Ga. — R.  B.  McPherson,  Reporter. 

ST.  LOUIS 

The  St.  Louis  District  Conference,  Sunday 
School,  Epworth  League  Convention,  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Societies 
convened  at  St.  John  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  DeSoto,  Mo.,  August  24-28,  1927,  with 
District  Superintendent  G.  D.  Hancock  pre¬ 
siding.  His  manner  of  procedure  met  the 
hearty  approval  of  all  present,  hence  a  spirit¬ 
ual  fervor  prevailed.  The  Rev.  C.  S.  Web¬ 
ster,  district  superintendent  of  the  Hannibal 
District,  assisted  in  administering  the  Lord’s 
Supper.  Greetings  and  instructions  from 
Bishop  M.  W.  Clair. 

The  following  officers  were  elected:  Secre¬ 
tary,  Rev.  A.  M.  Todd;  assistant.  Rev.  A.  E. 
Miller;  treasurer.  Rev.  J.  C.  Guyton;  re¬ 
porter,  Miss  Dayse  Baker. 

Staff  workers  and  visitors  were  then  intro¬ 
duced.  Prof.  A.  C.  Maclin  brought  greetings 
to  the  Conference.  Mayor  Walls  welcomed 
the  body  on  behalf  of  the  city,  and  the  Rev. 

J.  H.  Randalls  on  behalf  of  the  churches.  The 
district  president.  Miss  A.  M.  Williams,  de¬ 
livered  her  annual  address,  which  contained  a 
splendid  summary  of  the  year’s  work  and  also 
some  very  interesting  recommendations. 

The  sermons  of  the  week,  delivered  by  the 
Revs.  A.  L.  Re3rnold8,  W.  D.  Rivers,  H.  G. 
Kirkpatrick,  T.  H.  Parrish,  A.  E.  Miller,  A. 

E.  Diggs,  C.  W.  Sims,  G.  D.  Hancock,  and 
C.  R.  Banks,  were  all  good.  In  fact,  the 
spiritual  wave  was  high  throughout  the  meet¬ 
ing. 

The  echoes  from  the  League  institute  at 
Sedalia,  as  given  out  by  Dean  B.  F.  Abbott, 
were  inspiring.  The  manner  in  which  he  re¬ 
lated  the  progressiveness  of  the  institute  made 
each  representatve  feel  an  anxiousness  to  have 
their  charge  represented  next  summer.  The 
slogan  is,  “On  to  Sedalia  next  year  with  st 
ieast  two  students  from  each  diarge.”  ^ 

We  boastingly  announce  that  every  char^ 
reported,  and  there  was  a  showing  of  muW 
more  effectual  work  being  done  over  the  dis¬ 
trict  than  in  bygone  years. 
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in  ®  number  of  ministers  and  deJeigates. 

^^^arge  on  the  district  was  werrep- 
A  resented  and  the  attendance  was  good.  Re- 

>^s?n?n  ?«  «  encouragement.  Many  visitors  were  pres- 

S'r  i'(  !;“.S3  T  y’h^! 

ce  nrpKfntpH  <iiin<.rin  Atlanta,  Ga.,  who  came  m  the  interest 
ntain  Den  as  a  token  American  Bible  Society  and  Clark 

«hn!r  ^ipnichoH  mi.ci/.  University.  Both  of  these  causes  were  wdl 
The  P^sented  by  Dr.  WOeon.  Dr.  J.  S.  Stripling 

services  TTe  alT  Conference;  the  Rev* 

Lh.!™!’  iw  •  R-  L.  NunaUy,  secretary;  W.  T.  Lovett, 
s  well  attended treasurer;  M.  M.  Melton,  reporter  to  the 
’  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate,  Savannah 

_  j  ‘  4.  -  V. _  ,  Tribune,  and  Savannah  Press. 

ram  whi'ph  if  Splendid  scrviccs  were  conducted  at  each 

TchaJi-es  will  E’  ^avis.  M.D.,  of  Savannah, 

ess  was*a ’feature  of  attending  the  Sunday-school  con- 

eleaation  roster  was  t**®  African  Methodist  Episcopal 

as  fhosen  as  the  n^xt  '^Wch  was  being  held  here^  at  the 

nf<»rpn#»p  Th**  Conference,  brought  to  us  on 

ed  We  ndiniirned  Thursday  evening  fraternal  greetings  from 
ikinv  Tnd  thlt  with  body.  He  was  accompanied  by  Dr.  S.  F. 
v«*sa?ed  durfnc  tS  ^r.  Jones,  of  Lvannah,  and  the 

o  1.  ®  Rev.  Dr.  Parker,  pastor  and  host  of  the 

rvcporier.  convention.  The  Rev.  W.  A.  Holmes  bore 

fraternal  greeting  to  this  body  from  the 
.  District  Conference.  Sermons  were  preached 
District  Conference,  ^y  the  Rev.  S.  D.  Bankston,  district  super- 
nary  Society,  Ladies’  intendent  Savannah  District;  W.  M.  Melton, 
inior  Leagues,  and  W.  B.  Wilson,  E.  D.  Giddens,  R.  L. 

1  convened  in  Spruel  Nunally,  More  than  $18,0Qa  had  been 
opal  Church,  Smith-  raised  for  the  year.  The  Conference  was 
t,  1927,  with  Dr.  B.  royally  entertained  by  the  good  people  of 
'intendent,  presiding.  Sylvania. — Wm.  M.  Melton,  Reporter. 

'ganlzed  as  follows: 

retary;  J.  L.  Glenn  WINSTON 

horopson,  assistants;  The  Winston  District  Conference  met  at 
»  27-31.  it  was  in  many 

>r.  J.  M.  Marsh  was  ways  the  greatest  session  ever  held  on  the 
the  Southwestern  district. 

reporter  to  same.  The  district  superintendent.  Rev.  J.  A. 
re  appointed.  Dr.  Baxter,  and  the  pastor.  Rev.  E.  H.  Mc- 
5  report^  of  the  dis-  Arthur,  in  connection  with  the  program  com- 
rTC,  stating  cause  of  mittee,  planned  'thoughtfully  for  a  Confer- 
charges  were  repre-  ence  that  was  inspirational  and  yet  crammed 
and  report,  except  with  solid  information.  The  Conference 
rcmts.  The  Ladies’  opened  with  a  spiritual  note  which  was  con- 
r  Leara^,  Woman’s  tinned  through  all  the  sessions.  Many  who 
and  Brotherhood  have  been  sighing  for  a  return  of  the  old- 
:d  over  by  their  re-  time  religious  fervor  were  amply  blessed  at 
me  person  of  Mrs.  Elkin.  One  of  the  features  of  the  Confer- 
Crumj^  Mrs.  Emma  cnee  was  that  the  topics,  texts,  and  sub- 
j  ’  delegates  jects  of  sermons  were  assigned  beforehand, 

idered  excellent  pa-  and  they  were  ably  treated  by  chosen  speak- 
g  to  the  convention,  ers.  The  welcome  address  given  by  Judge 
:raced  with  the  fol-  Henderson,  representing  the  newer  attitude 
>llege  quartet,  which  of  the  South  in  race  relations,  was  unusually 
■ogram;  Drs.  L.  M.  Christian  in  tone  and  outlook.  The  Rev. 

W.  Golden,  E.  F.  W.  M.  Wells  responded  to  the  address  in 
olfolk,^  G.  M.  eWs-  customary  eloquence. 

McAllister,  business  The  high  hours  of  the  Conference  were 
stern  Christian  Ad-  the  able  sermons  preached  and  devotional 
ttle,  of  Okolona  In-  addresses  given  every  morning  by  notable 
'.  Buchanan,  pastor  clerics  from  various  charges.  Yet  two  of 
lethodist  Episcopal  the  most  interesting  addresses  heard  were 
I  addressed  the  Con-  by  a  layman,  Mr.  Woodland,  from  Winston, 

I.  Golden  and  Mrs.  and  Miss  Chambers,  representing  Bennett 
delegates  to  College  for  Women.  The  retired  members 
at  Waveland,  Miss,  of  the  Conference  were  remembered  with 
were  secured  to  the  prayers  and  cash.  Their  presence  was  a 

Vdvi^ate.  The  fol-  benediction  to  every  meeting.  The  reports  Mr.  Forney  both  departed  this  life' con- 

the  different  points  indicated  advance  sciously  and  in  full  triumph  of  faith.  Mrs. 
■  w  ■  T  ?■  hnes.  There  was  an  unusually  Powell  was  in  the  State's  Hospital  for  the 

E  McNair,  J.  L.  large  number  of  visitors  from  other  dis-  feeble-minded  at  her  death.  Her  husband, 
The  spiritual  tide  tricts.  They  seemed  to  have  been  Interested  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Powell,  one  of  the  very  splen- 
converted  and  four-  in  the  inference,  but  from  the  t^nor  of  did  supply  pastors  of  our  Conference,  pre- 
chiwh  through  the  their  addresses  and  brotherly  courtesies,  were  ceded  her  by  just  a  few  weeks.  He  had  been 
u  ""  interested  in  making  friends  who  in  declining  health  for  several  months.  This 

I  « u”*  would  help  them  in  their  pilgrimage  to  Kan-  and  other  troubles  and  physical  weakness 
he  Rev.  Brown,  his  sas  City.  caused  Mrs.  Powell  to  have  a  nervous  break- 

thc  community  of  The  loyal  people  of  Elkin  and  adjacent  down  from  which  she  never  recovered.  All 
white  people,  who  points  entertained  the  Conference  with  such  of  these  members  were  faithful  and  active  in 
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the  church  and  community,  and  will  be  greatly 
missed  in  both  church  and  community  life. 
Bros.  Powell  and  Forney  were  both  members 
of  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Master  Masons. 
Brsfi^opuy  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Pythias;  Mrs.  Powell  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of Household  of  Ruth.  The  fraterni- 
tiei  Mid  charge  of  the  bodies.  The  funeral 
serrttpiB  were  conducted  at  the  local  church 
by  the  pastor,  assisted  by  tbe  Revs.  C.  S. 
Strrad,  J.  B.  Westberry,  P.  R.  D.  Groove, 
J.  J.  Wells,  and  Dr.  T,  Leslie  Scott,  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  who  was  in  our  city  conducting 
a  ten-days’  evangelistic  service  for  the 
churches,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ministers’ 
Union. — ^W.  T.  Lomax,  Pastor. 

LEBAN — ^Mrs.  Peter  Leban,  the  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Peter  Leban,  ascended  the  throne  Au¬ 
gust  11,  1927,  at  4.45  A.  M.  She  bore  her 
suffering  patiently  for  six  montiis.  She  was 
confined  in  the  Charity  Hospital  for  five 
months,  and  was  then  removed  to  her  mother’s 
home,  8746  South  Claiborne  Avenue,  New 
Orleans,  at  which  place  she  died.  Sister 
Leban  was  a  native  of  St.  John  Parish  and 
attended  the  public  school  under  Mrs.  Laura 
Matthew,  Mrs.  Ella  Dejoie,  Prof.  A.  A. 
Barry,  of  the  same  parish.  She  studied  music 
under  Mrs.  Julia  Ilse,  of  New  Orleans,  and 
became  an  accomplished  musician.  She  was 
never  a  shirker,  nut  stuck  to  her  husband 
when  the  sun  shone  and  when  obscurity  con¬ 
fronted  him.  She  was  a  sympathizer.  Her 
whole  life  wds  forward  march,  and  she  never 
retreated.  She  labored  with  her  husband  five 
vears  at  Laplace,  La.;  two  years  at  Darrow, 
but  was  never  well  enough  to  visit  their  pres¬ 
ent  charge  at  Bayou  Goula,  La.  She  leaves 
father,  mother,  brothers,  and  a  host  of  friends 
to  mourn  her  departure.  The  following  min¬ 
isters  ofSciated  at  the  funeral:  The  Revs.  H. 
R.  Bernard,  of  Lutcher,  La.;  J.  WaUace,  of 
Reserve,  La.,  and  the  Goodwill  Benevolent 
Association.  The  Revs.  F.  H.  Collins  and 
W.  B.  Buchannon,  of  New  Orleans,  rendered 
faithful  service  before  the  body  was  moved 
from  New  Orleans.  At  Laplace,  Bros.  D. 
Young,  Willie  Adams,  and  R.  C.  Ruffin,  of 
the  Providence  Baptist  Church,  officiated.  She 
was  laid  to  rest  from  St.  Peter  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  We  wish  to  thank  the 
friends  for  their  kindness  and  faithfulness  to 
the  end. — Reporter. 
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Cards  of  Thanks 

At  the  close  of  one  of  our  revivals  at  Mt. 
Zion  Church  a  band  of  members  and  friends 
placed  on  the  table  In  the  parsons^  twenty 
pounds  of  nice,  choice  groceries  and  a  purse 
with  cash.  Come  again;  you  are  welcome. — 
J.  E.  Thompson,  Reporter. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  sisters  and  brothers 
who  led  the  storm  which  struck  Brother 
Simith’s  'house,  where  the  pastor  of  New  Hope 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  lives.  It  came 
unexpectedly,  and  when  the  excitement  was 
over,  there  were  found  on  the  table  ma^ 
pounds  of  select  groceries.  J.  King  and  T. 
Sndtfa  led  the  party. — A.  Mar8l^  Pastor, 
Darling,  Miss. 

We  thank  our  many  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances  for  their  deep  words  of  sympathy  and 
the  beautiful  floral  offerings;  also  for  the 
scores  of  telenams,  cards  of  sympathy,  and 
specials  resulting  from  the  death  of  our 
dear  husband  and  father,  especially  to  our 
friends  In  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Amory,  Miss.,  and 
Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  who  so  wonderfully 
helped  us  with  money,  fruits,  and  all  kindis 
of  groceries,  besides  the  fowls,  during  his  more 
than  two-years’  illness.  Again  we  mank  you. 
May  God  add  a  blessing  to  you  each  day  of 
your  life.  Sincerely  yours,  Mrs.  N.  R.  Clay 
and  family. 
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Special  Notices 

To  whom  it  nu^  concern:  This  is  to  no¬ 
tify  Sister  Clara  Thurman  that  her  husband, 
Bro.  John  Thurman,  has  been  dead  for  about 
three  months.  Pastors  will  please  read  this 
notice  from  the  pulpit.  Communicate  with 
W.  C.  Blaine,  R.  8.  Box  66,  Teague,  Texas. 

The  Hattiesburg  District  Convention  will 
be  held  at  George  Cbapel,  Pachuta  Circuit, 
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Caste  Barriers  and  Christianity 


religion  wake  people  up  or  does  it  put  them  to  sleep? 
HHHyi  The  Western  World  holds  stoutly  by  the  former  view, 
CSBbEI  and  proves  it  by  all  the  facts  of  history,  ancient,  medi¬ 
eval,  and  modern,  from  Renaissance  and  Reformation  and  Revival. 
Religion — at  least  the  religion  of  the  Christian  Gospels — does  not 
anywhere  penetrate  to  the  heart  of  individuals  and  nations  without 
touching  springs  of  action  and  releasing  dynamic  forces  which  start 
that  individual,  group  or  nation  upon  a  new  career, 

Christ  received  and  practiced  is  as 


The  Gospel  of 
revolutionary  to-day,  wherever 
the  times  are  ripe  for  revolution,  as  it  was  in  Thessalonica  when  the 
apostles  were  banned  as  revolutionists — “These  that  have  turned  the 
world  upside  down  have  come  hither  also.”  The  explosive,  seismic 
force  of  the  Gospel,  as  it  affects  human  relations,  arises  chiefly  from 
its  view  of  mankind  as  a  common  brotherhood,  the  children  of  a  com¬ 
mon  Father,  with  no  toleration  of  inequalities  due  to  birth,  blood, 
race,  or  wealth.  It  found  a  world  all  stratified  and  partitioned  off 
by  lines  of  caste,  and  class,  and  rank,  and  race.  Some  men  were  born 
to  be  kept  down;  some  families  were  aristocrats  “by  divine  right,” 
falsely  so  called;  some  races  were  “inferior,”  destined  to  fee  hewers  of 
wood  and  drawers  of  water  to  the  “superior”  races.  There  is  noth¬ 
ing  in  Christ’s  teaching  that  justifies  these  partition  walls.  He  looked 
on  all  men  as  His  brothers,  the  children  of  His  Father.  Against 
despotism,  aristocracy,  slavery,  caste,  the  tyranny  of  rich  over  poor, 
the  waves  of  Christian  teaching  and  Christian  practice  have  beaten 
continually.  Some  of  these  walls  are  in  ruins,  others  still  defy  the 
storm,  but  they  must  inevitably  fall,  since  right  is  right,  and  God  is 
God. — Christian  Advocate. 
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Personal  and  General 

— ^Montclair,  N.  J.,  is  rapidly  completing  a 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  bulldog  for  Negroes  at  a  cost 
of  $150,000.  Soon  Dayton,  Ohio,  will  erect 
one  at  a  cost  of  $196/100. 

— A  young  Negro  en^eer,  Archie  A.  Alexan¬ 
der,  of  Du  Moines,  Iowa,  has  just  completed 
the  erection  of  a  $2/(00,000  central  heating 
plant  for  the  University  of  Iowa. 

— The  Rev.  E.  A.  Love,  A.B.,  B.D.,  our  pastor 
at  Annapolis,  Md.,  has  been  appointed  by 
Governor  Ri^ie,  of  Maryland,  to  member¬ 
ship  on  the  State  Interracial  Commission. 
This  is  a  timely  recognition  of  ministerial  and 
personal  worth. 

— Bennett  College  for  Women,  Greensboro, 
N.  C.,  supported  by  both  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society,  has  added  to  its  faculty  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  school  year  as  dean  and  principal  of  the 
high-school  department,  respectively  Miss 
Carol  Cotton,  A.M.,  of  Columbia,  and  Miss 
Ruth  Lee,  A.B.,  of  Atlanta  Universities. 

— Sad  and  sympathetic,  we  record  here  the 
recent  death  of  Mrs.  Brandon,  beloved  wife 
of  the  Rev.  John  H.  Brandon,  our  pastor  at 
Hogansville,  Ga.  Mrs.  Brandon  was  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Hines,  a  leading  lay¬ 
man  of  our  church  at  Palmetto,  Ga.  In  all 
Georgia  there  is  no  more  respectable  family, 
and  we  record  here  our  sense  of  grief  at  their 
bereavement  and  loss. 

— “The  History  and  Development  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Architecture”  is  the  title  of  an  address 
delivered  at  the  Interdenominational  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Church  Architecture,  October  6,  by 
Mr.  E.  M.  Conover,  director  of  the  Bureau 
of  Architicture  of  the  Home  Board.  He  also 
spoke  on  “The  Present  Status  of  Architec¬ 
tural  Education.”  Our  pastors  contemplating 
church  erection  will  do  well  to  keep  in  touch 
with  the  bureau  for  helpful  plans. 

— In  discriminating  appreciation  and  constant 
support  of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate,  the  Rev.  Dr.  S.  A.  Peeler,  pastor  at 
Raliegh,  N.  C.,  yields  first  place  to  none  of 
our  pastors.  With  a  long  list  of  renewals  he 
sends  the  cash  and  says:  “I  certainly  do  en¬ 
joy  the  Southwestern,  especially  such  edi¬ 
torials  as  “The  True  PropVt,”  and  “Justice 
in  Georgia.”  One  of  our  best  educated  and 
experienced  leaders.  Dr.  Peeler  was  formerly 
president  of  Bennett  College,  Greensboro, 
N.  C. 

Dr.  L.  M.  Dimton,  much  beloved  and  hon¬ 
ored  for  his  more  than  forty  years’  uplift 
service  among  us,  is  still  president  emeritus 
of  Claflin  College  and  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Claflin  Endowment  Fund.  Dr.  Dunton 
has  an  abiding  interest  in  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate,  and  writes  us  interest¬ 
ingly  of  his  hoTOs  for  its  future.  No  man 
ever  loved  another  group  more  sincerely  or 
gave  to  its  progress  more  sacriflcially  than 
has  Doctor  Dunton  for  every  interest  of  the 
Negro  race. 

— “Will  the  next  General  Conference  give  us 
a  definite  and  specific  order  for  the  com¬ 
munion  service,  and  will  every  Methodist 
Episcopal  minister  realise  that  he  is  obliged 
to  properly  represent  the  church  in  this  holy 
service  and  not  garble  it  to  suit  his  own  in¬ 
clinations,  particularly  when  his  thoughtless¬ 
ness  is  repellent  to  many  people  who  have 
been  trained  in  the  proper  administration  of 
the  service?”  This  question  is  propounded  by 
the  Rev.  E.  H.  Conover,  director  of  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Architecture  of  our  church. 

— Dr.  George  Mecklenburg’s  new  book,  “The 
Last  of  the  Old  West,”  may  be  had  from  the 
Capital  Book  Company,  Washington,  D.  C. 
In  this  book  the  author  maintains  the  thesis 
that  the  West  was  the  most  potent  force  in 
the  making  of  America,  and  that  the  motive 
that  shaped  the  forces  which  forged  the  West 
was  the  religious  motive.  He  condudes  that 
the  big  motive  in  Americanization  has  been 
the  religious  motive.  Bishop  H.  Lester  Smith 
calls  it  “a  vivid  and  fascinating  story  of 
the  throbbing,  vibrating,  intense  life  of  pio¬ 
neer  days.” 

— Under  President  Matthew  S.  Davage,  Clark 
University  has  again  entered  upon  what  will 


be,  according  to  registration  outlook,  the  most 
prosperous  year  in  its  long  historv.  Dr.  Dav¬ 
age  u  the  movinu  cause  of  so  brilliant  a  chap¬ 
ter  in  Clark’s  history.  An  InteUigent,  ex¬ 
perienced,  consecrated  young  Negro  himself, 
everjrthlng  that  holds  promise  for  the  Ne¬ 
gro’s  process  Interests  him.  That  the  pres¬ 
ent  enrollment  is  high  and  the  students  of 


To  Our  Pastors 

Watch  the  mails  closely  this  weds. 
Search  diligently.  We  are  mailing  from 
the  office  of  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate  a  large  poster,  to  be  bung  in 
the  most  conspicuous  place  in  your  church. 
Kindly  put  it  there  yourself,  and  you  will 
be  certain  it  is  there.  Call  the  attention 
of  your  membership  to  the  poster.  We 
are  also  mailing  a  large  envelope  contain¬ 
ing  Pastor’s  Manual,  subscription  blanks, 
a  confidential  and  personal  letter.  Please 
read  carefully  and  do  your  best  for  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  Sun¬ 
day,  October  23,  is  Oood  Literature  Day. 


such  high  quality,  is  due  to  this  fact.  During 
the  last  summer,  instead  of  “vacationing,” 
President  and  Mrs.  Davage  were  traversing 
Georgia’s  highways  by  automobile  and  train, 
visiting  every  District  Conference,  convention, 
and  young  people’s  gatherings,  preaching  to 
them  the  saving  gospel  of  education.  All  over 
Georgia  the  people  know  them  and  honor 
them,  and  are  sending  their  children  to  this 
institution  of  pronounced  Christian  training. 

— Dr.  Isaac  W.  Young,  president  of  the 
Colored  Agricultural  and  Normal  University, 
of  Langston,  Okla.,  is  proving  himself  a  stal¬ 
wart  educator  and  a  loyal  churchman  of  wide 
influence  among  his  people  throughout  the 
State  of  Oklahoma.  Our  Methodism  in  Okla¬ 
homa  and  throughout  the  Southland  is  proud 
of  him  and  his  achievements  in  the  church 
and  educational  world.  He  is  a  product  of 
one  of  our  Methodist  colleges,  and  this  early 
Oiristian  education  is  registering  in  his  later 
career  as  a  public  man  and  leader.  A  close 
observer  of  his  present  efficiency  as  an  ad¬ 
ministrator,  writes:  “His  supreme  generosity 
and  parental  kindness,  together  with  that 
Christian  atmosphere  with  which  he  enshrouds 
the  student  body,  has  made  them  rally  to  the 
name  of  Langston,  travel  the  rugged  road  to 
progress  with  a  smile,  and  do  their  best 
to  honor  Langston  and  please  that  beloved 
‘servant  of  the  people’  whom  the  students 
term  ‘father’.” 

— Alonzo  Herndon,  millionaire  Negro  barber 
and  race  benefactor,  who  recently  died,  was 
one  of  the  most  representative  citizens  the 
State  of  Georgia  could  boast.  Because  of 
progressiveness  and  thrift,  the  city  Council 
of  Atlanta  was  inveigled  into  hurried  passage 
of  the  notorious  Atlanta  “barber  bill”  pro¬ 
hibiting  Negro  barbers  from  cutting  the  nair 
of  white  children  under  fourteen  years  of 
age.  The  bill  was  sponsored  by  white  bar¬ 
bers  and.  politicians  as  the  last  blow  to  Mr. 
Herndon’s  unprecedented  success  in  building 
his  fortune  with  whisk  broom,  clippers,  and 
shears.  White  Georgia’s  self-respect  recoiled 
at  so  infamous  an  injustice  and,  through  the 
Atlanta  Chamber  of  Commerce,  expressed  it¬ 
self  as  that  body  took  the  case  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  That 
court  held  the  “barber  bill”  contrary  to  the 
constitutions  of  both  the  State  and  nation. 
Ere  this  decision  was  rendered,  however,  the 
South’s  premier  barber,  an  honest  and  honor¬ 
able  man,  had  become  disgusted  with  his 
own  Georgia,  sickened,  and  passed  on  before 
the  bar  of  that  Higher  Court  where  men, 
unmolested  and  acclaimed,  enjoy  forever  the 
rewards  of  their  faithful  labors. 

— The  Rev.  David  Morris  Jordan,  A.B.,  B.D., 
reported  at  the  recent  session  of  the  Indian¬ 
apolis  District  Conference  ten  cash  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  the  Southwestern.  Brother  Jordan 
is  pastor  of  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Rushville,  Ind.,  and  says:  “I  hate  to 
miss  an  issue.”  Under  his  ambitious,  intelli¬ 
gent  leadership,  Wesley  concluded  on  Sep¬ 
tember  18  its  golden  jubilee.  A  rich  program 
covering  the  entire  preceding  week,  was 
offered.  All  former  district  superintendents 


and  pastors  now  living  were  participants.  . 
On  Friday  night  Bishop  Clair  gave  the  main  1 
address  of  the  celebration.  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  S.  H.  Sweeney  presiding.  The  “Get 
together — Get-acquaintea  social”  was  unique. 
Sermons  were  delivered  by  Dr.  B.  A.  White, 
of  Simpson,  Indianapolis;  the  Revs.'  B.  F. 
Holloway,  J.  L.  Thompson,  P.  A.  Morrow, 
J.  M.  Hayden,  J.  C.  Hayes,  A.  Marks,  Chas. 
T.  Parker,  and  the  pastor.  At  the  Grand 
memorial  services  addresses  were  given  by 
the  Revs.  T.  R.  Fletcher,  J.  T.  Leggett,  L. 
M.  Hagood,  John  Ferguson,  John  L.  Coleman. 
Dr.  H.  W.  Tate  gave  the  address.  The  pro¬ 
gram  committee  were  N.  P.  Fletcher,  Prof. 

J.  E.  Bean,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Leonard,  J.  D. 
Tracy,  Mrs.  Maletta  Bundrant,  Royal  Wy- 
cliffe.  Wesley  maintains  junior  and  senior 
boys’  clubs,  girls’  reserves  and  blue  birds, 
and  mothers’  club.  Especially  prepared  for 
and  active  in  community  work  is  Mrs.  Naomi 
H.  Jordan,  A.B.,  the  pastor’s  wife.  Wesley 
has  entered  upon  a  new  day. 

— A  remarkable  historical  fact  serves  as  the 
nucleus  of  a  series  of  two  celebrations  just 
concluded  by  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Giddens,  pastor 
of  our  Asbury  Church,  Waynesborough,  Ga. 
This 'church,  located  at  the  Old  Church  Sta¬ 
tion,  is  reputed  to  have  been  planted  by 
Bishop  Francis  Asbury  142  years  ago.  For 
the  past  sixty  years  this  congregation  has 
borne  the  name  of  the  sainted  Gilbert  Haven, 
whose  abundant  labors  for  the  Freedmen  at 
the  beginning  of  this  period  will  ever  be  fresh 
like  a  sweet  incense  in  the  memory  of  our 
children’s  children.  In  the  same  vicinity, 
dedicated  to  the  same  purpose  of  racial  up¬ 
lift  and  citizenship-making  stand  also  the 
Haven  Home  and  Academy.  The  consecrated 
farsightedness  of  Bishop  Haven  gave  thus  to 
the  community  two  of  its  most  profitable  in¬ 
stitutions  which  for  sixty  years  have  en¬ 
riched  that  community’s  life  currents.  It  was 
very  fitting  that  these  facts  should  be  capital¬ 
ized  by  Haven’s  progressive  pastor  and  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  series  of  exercises  beginning  Mon¬ 
day  night,  September  19,  continuing  througli 
October  2,  witn  fresh  programs  each  succe^- 
ing  night  emphasizing  the  religious,  educa¬ 
tional,  civic,  industrial  values  recorded  in 
community  building.  On  these  arresting  pro-  , 
grams  appeared  local  and  visiting  pastors  and 
congregations  of  all  denominations  and  of 
both  races.  Much  was  made  of  the  value  of 
interracial  co-operation  in  community  build¬ 
ing.  His  Honor,  Mayor  R.  C.  Neely,  Jr., 
extended  a  generous  welcome  on  behalf  of  the 
city,  as  did  Judge  W.  H.  Davis  for  the  County 
of  Burke,  and  Colonels  Anderson  and  Bin- 
ney  for  the  American  Legion.  A  feature  that 
provoked  much  innocent  amusement  was  the 
ministers’  popularity  contest.  Reinforcing 
the  educational  value  of  the  entire  series  was 
an  address  by  the  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  J.  S.  Stripling,  under  caption  of  “Meth¬ 
odism — A  World  Church.”  Pastor  Giddens  is 
incorporating  the  essential  circumstances  and 
facts  of  this  notable  occasion  in  a  “Semi- 
Centennial  Celebration  Historical  Book.” 
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Can  Christianity  Win? 


However  different  concepts  of  Him  may  be, 
God  is  one  and  the  same.  Out  of  differing  con¬ 
cepts  of  God,  from  which  have  developed  cor¬ 
responding  types  of  religious  experience,  mankind  have 
formed  themselves  into  different  religious  groups.  But 
all  types  of  religion  are,  after  all,  the  effort  of  human¬ 
ity  to  express  its  faith  in  that  one  Supreme  Being  whom 
all  believe  to  be  back  of  and  responsible  for  the  existence 
of  our  universe.  Humanity  is  characterized  by  a  com¬ 
mon  spiritual  ideal,  even  though  this  ideal  finds  expres¬ 
sion  in  a  wide  variety  of  type  in  creed,  in  symbol,  in  con¬ 
duct. 

A  study  of  the  history  of  the  human  family  reveals 
that  the  spiritual  experience  of  mankind  can  be  grouped 
into  ten  or  a  dozen  systems  of  religion.  Its  character 
and  its  claims  make  Christianity  most  prominent  in  any 
classification  or  study  of  the  world’s  living  religions.  In 
one  supreme  function  it  is  identical  with  the  religions 
of  the  past  and  of  the  present — to  aid  men  in  finding 
their  supreme  satisfactions  in  relation  to  the  controlling 
Power  or  God  of  the  universe.  In  this  task  all  religions 
are  encountering  the  obstinate  wills  of  men  who  persist 
in  living  their  lives  with  cold  indifference  toward  the  fact 
of  God  and  His  sovereign  relation  to  the  world  of  things 
and  of  men.  In  this  sense,  vast  multitudes  of  men  are  un¬ 
converted  and  belong  to  that  large  section  of  the  human 
family  who  must  somehow  be  reached  and  brought  to 
a  saving  knowledge  of  God,  even  the  God  of  our  fathers. 
Here  is  the  first  formidable  outlying  trench  to  be  cap¬ 
tured  by  religion:  men’s  faith  must  be  built  up  to  the 
point  of  confidence  and  trust  in  the  Personal  Being  with¬ 
out  whom  the  universe  with  all  of  its  parts,  processes, 
and  persons  is  absolutely  unintelligible  to  us.  There  is 
a  God.  Religion,  Christianity  along  with  others,  must 
assert,  herald,  and  win  men  to  unfaltering  faith  in  this 
Fact. 

In  Western  civilization,  responsibility  for  winning  the 
individual  and  society  to  faith  in  God  rests  chiefly  with 
the  Christian  religion.  Though  child  of  the  East,  Chris¬ 
tianity’s  sphere  of  activity  and  propaganda  has  been 
in  the  western  part  of  our  world.  And  here  are  noted 
recent  and  continued  outbursts  of  skepticism  and  atheism 
that  find  favorable  soil  for  growth  and  expansion  in  our 
unprecedented  material  prosperity ;  in  our  acute  scientific 
emphasis ;  in  our  exaggerated  class  and  group  conscious¬ 
ness;  in  our  growing  loss  of  the  sense  of  personal  fel¬ 
lowship  with  God.  In  this  last  statement  is  to  be  found 
the  staggering  weakness  of  modem  religion  to  win  its 
way  against  the  principalities  and  powers  of  the  world 
and  against  spiritual  wickedness  and  the  appalling  spirit¬ 
ual  death  that  possesses  so  many  millions  of  people  every¬ 
where:  it  is  that  religion  has  ceased  to  express  itself  in 
terms  of  personal  fellowship  with  God  and  has  become 
a  mere  formula  for  mass  social  service  activity.  We 
have  according!}’  lost  the  sense  of  personal  sin  which 
makes  men  “flee  from  the  city  of  destruction  to  the  city 
of  safety  and  light.”  This  change  in  attitude  of  the 


“converted”  makes  less  fervent  the  zeal  of  the  “uncon¬ 
verted”  for  finding,  knowing,  and  owning  God  personally. 
Here  is  Christianity’s  superb  function.  And  the  splen¬ 
dor,  rapidly  slipping,  which  adorns  our  Western  civiliza¬ 
tion  can  be  regained  and  retained  in  proportion  as  our 
Western  religion  can  keep  alive  and  alert  in  the  bosom 
of  our  people  this  religious  sense  of  personal  awareness 
and  fellowship  of  God  in  our  lives.  Only  thus  can  we 
speak  authoritatively  to  the  unconverted.  Only  the  liv¬ 
ing  vital  personal  experience  of  God  can  win  men  to  per¬ 
sonal  faith  in  Him. 

Recent  events,  multiplying  in  number  and  in  menace, 
are  making  it  necessary  to  question  seriously  the  ability 
of  Christianity  to  win  in  another  aspect  of  our  world  rela¬ 
tionships.  Clearly,  Christianity  is  being  isolated  from 
the  group  of  other  religions,  and  is  being  thrown  back 
upon  the  necessity  of  entering  the  arena  for  combat  with 
the  other  religions  of  the  world.  This  fact  is  made  evi¬ 
dent  by  the  claims  of  the  Christian  religion  to  uniqueness 
and  superiority  over  all  the  living  religions  of  mankind. 
While  the  function  of  religion  is  common  to  all  types,  the 
effectiveness  of  any  system  of  religion  as  over  against 
another  system  is  a  question  which  more  and  more  men  are 
holding  to  be  debatable.  In  the  East,  to  be  sure,  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  meeting  with  increased  hostility  by  the  native 
faiths.  Between  these  the  warfare  is  waxing.  The  much- 
heralded  missionary  debacle  of  the  East  must  be  inter¬ 
preted  essentially  as  a  warfare  of  living  faiths.  Nations 
and  races  of  the  East  are  insisting  on  giving  loyalty  to 
their  religious  systems  that  admit  of  expression  in  native 
genius  and  form.  In  China,  Christianity  faces  Confucian¬ 
ism,  which  ranks  numerically  as  th^  next  greatest  religion. 
These  250,000,000  of  religious  Chinese  will  be  increas¬ 
ingly  hostile  to  Christianity  because  they  regard  this 
foreign  religion  of  the  West  as  an  interloper  doing  vio¬ 
lence  to  national  dignity,  genius,  and  self-direction.  “To 
discredit  Confucianism  is  to  discredit  Chinese  civilization, 
Chinese  genius,  and  so  the  nation  itself.  And  this  no  Chi¬ 
nese  has  ever  done  or  will  do.”  Under  the  circumstances, 
the  Chinese  are  resolved  to  hold  to  their  religion  as  against 
ours  of  the  West.  Leadership  in  opposition  to  the  for¬ 
eign  encroachment  notably  is  furnished  by  the  intelligent 
element  in  the  Chinese  population. 

China  is  typical  of  this  growing  resurgent  spirit  of 
the  East.  India  looks  askance  at  Western  Christianity. 
At  least  two  groups  of  facts  make  interesting  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  ability  of  Christianity  to  win  the  world  from 
and  against  the  other  great  religions.  These  concern,  the 
numbers  of  adherents  and  the  age  of  these  other  religions. 
Numerically,  Christianity  is  the  largest  single  religious 
group,  but  is  far  outranked  by  the  combined  group  of 
other  religions.  And  authentic  reports  indicate  a  definite 
slump  in  the  nuhiber  of  recruits  to  the  Christian  ranks  in 
the  churches  of  the  West.  There  is  growing  complaint  of 
increased  diflSlculty  in  the  ability  of  Christianity  to  arrest 
the  attention  of  the  modem  mind  as  in  the  past.  Genuine 
alarm  is  widespread  concerning  the  strength  of  the  future 
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appeal  of  Christianity.  Reluctantly  men  acknowledge 
the  well-nigh  impossibility  of  successful  revival  effort  to¬ 
day.  Long  ago  we  were  forced  from  that  of  mass  revival 
to  the  method  of  personal  recruit  and  “win-my-chum” 
slogan.  While  helpful,  these  have  lost  in  utility  because 
accustomed  results  were  not  forthcoming  through  them. 
Honest  students  of  conditions  are  frankly  facing  facts. 
Every  whit  true  is  the  following  statement: 

“The  work  of  successful  evangelism  cannot  be  done  by 
any  single  church.  To-day  simultaneous  and  co-operative 
evangelism  are  the  only  means  by  which  success  can  be 
guaranteed.  No  one  church  can  move  or  save  a  commu¬ 
nity.  We  do  not  know  why  this,  at  the  present  time, 
is  true.  We  observe  it,  however,  to  prevail  throughout 
the  country.  Perhaps  God  Himself  is  withholding  His 
blessing  from  the  churches  because  they  are  so  lamentably 
divided.  We  cannot  save  souls,  neither  can  we  have  a 
revival  of  a  marked  degree  of  spirituality  and  salvation 
under  the  leadership  of  a  common  Saviour  unless  we  get 
together.” 

In  other  years,  a  single  individual  could  stir  and  move 
a  whole  community  Godward.  To-day,  it  is  true,  in  the 
great  fortresses  of  worldliness,  our  cities,  hardly  any 
single  church  can  carry  on  a  campaign  of  evangelism  suffi¬ 
cient  to  even  ripple  the  surface  of  the  waters  of  worldli¬ 
ness  on  sin’s  surging  sea.  Can  it  be  done  even  by  the  “get- 
together”  method?  Is  there  not  some  more  fundamental 
requisite,  some  more  definitely  qualifying  basis  of  a  new 
spiritual  advance,  than  that  of  mere  machinery  or  of 
technique?  Have  not  we  already  stressed  means,  ma¬ 
chinery,  and  technique  to  the  point  of  glorification  ?  Do 
we  not  now  see  that  Christianity  cannot  win  against  ir- 
rel^on  or  the  multitude  of  religions  of  the  world  as 
things  now  are?  Excepting  one,  Christianity  is  youngest 
of  all  the  world’s  great  religions.  Some  of  these  are  as 
old  again  as  is  Christianity.  Others  are  from  five  to  ten 
centuries  older.  It  is  not  on  the  program  of  these  re¬ 
ligions  or  in  the  minds  of  their  hundreds  of  millions  of 
followers  ever  to  capitulate  to  the  relatively  new  religion 
of  the  West. 

If  the  Christian  religion  wins  in  the  clearly  defined 
conflict  with  irreligion  and  overreligion  now  agitating  the 
races  and  nations  of  the  world,  Christianity  must  prove 


itself  the  superior  religion.  Men’s  interests  are  alert,  and 
their  souls  will  strike  the  levels  of  satisfaction  on  the 
foundations  of  the  religion  that  offers  most  for  the  en¬ 
richment  of  the  life  of  the  individual  and  of  society. 
Christianity  will  win  if  it  exhibits  the  qualities  of,  ancT 
functions  as,  a  universal  religion.  An  intensely  critical 
modem  world  is  observant  of  Christianity’s  excellencies, 
but  also  of  its  faults.  Intelligent  devotees  of  the  other 
religions  and  antagonists  of  all  religion  studiously  hunt 
for  and  parade  the  faults  of  Christianity  with  •  micro¬ 
scopic  precision.  The  schisms  and  divisions  of  Christian¬ 
ity,  more  obvious  than  ever  at  the  Lausanne  Conference, 
will  always  testify  to  the  inherent  weakness  of  Christian¬ 
ity  as  an  adequate  philosophy  of  life  for  unifying  the 
theoretical  children  of  God  into  the  actual  kingdom  and 
family  of  God  in  the  earth.  The  domineering  self-right¬ 
eousness  of  Western  Christianity  toward  other  religions 
and  followers  of  other  faiths  is  a  poor  credential  with 
which  to  qualify  for  siich 'universal  service  for  which  the 
world  waits,  on  which  to  posit  its  faith  and  hope  implic¬ 
itly.  The  prostitution  of  Christianity  as  a  channel  and 
instrument  for  giving  religious  sanction  to  the  claims  and 
assertions  of  inherent  superiority  of  one  group  of  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  Father-God  over  another  group  of  the  same 
Father-God  is  working  the  inevitable  defeat  of  Christian¬ 
ity  in  its  ambitious  task,  “Christianity  teaches  that  all 
human  society  should  be  made  sacred  in  moral  character, 
and  that  every  individual  and  every  nation  should  bo 
brought  lovingly  into  a  comprehensive  brotherhood  of 
humanity  under  the  universal  Father-God.”  Under  the 
constructive  power  of  this  inspiring  ideal  alone  can 
Christianity  hope  to  win  in  the  future.  When  it  ceases 
to  afford  in  practice  as  well  as  in  dogma  and  theory,  a 
basis,  warrant,  sanction,  and  realization  of  all  human 
beings  as  children  of  the  common  Father-God,  some  other 
agency  more  efficacious  will  emerge  out  of  human  experi¬ 
ence  that  will  effect  this  relation  that  inheres  in  the  very 
nature  and  revelation  of  God. 

Herein  lies  the  challenge  of  the  modern  age  to  the 
sincerity  and  inherent  worth  of  Christianity  as  a  religious 
social  force.  Many  millions  think  Christianity  will  not 
win  in  the  combat  of  cementing  mankind  through  Jesus 
the  Christ. 


Facing  General  Conference 

OHIO  CONFERENCE  DELEGATES  WEST  WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE  DELEGATES 


Mtmsterial — W.  C.  Hartinger,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Columbus,  Ohio;  T.  H.  Campbell,  pastor,  Columbus, 
Ohio;  C.  E.  Hill,  pastor,  Columbus,  Ohio;  E.  R.  Stafford, 
pastor,  Worthington,  Ohio;  J.  W.  Blair,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  Chillicothe,  Ohio;  J.  W.  Hoffman,  president 
Ohio  Wesleyan,  Delaware,  Ohio. 

Reserve — I.  E.  Miller,  pastor,  Columbus,  Ohio;  E.  K. 
Johnson,  district  superintendent,  Newark,  Ohio;  K.  B. 
Alexander,  district  superintendent,  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 

Lay — E.  H.  Cherrington,  Westerville,  Ohio;  James 
A.  Houston,  Granville,  Ohio;  Mrs.  O.  N.  Townsend, 
Zanesville,  Ohio;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Morrow,  Wellston,  Ohio; 
Bert  Gill,  Columbus,  Ohio ;  E.  T.  Morrison,  Bidwell,  Ohio. 

Reserves — Arthur  Hufford,  Bremen,  Ohio;  W.  F. 
Hutchinson,  Columbus,  Ohio;  L.  G.  Wortzel,  Athens,  Ohio. 


Ministerial — Edwin  C.  Dixon,  pastor,  Platteville, 
Wis. ;  Fred  W.  Harris,  district  superintendent,  1145 
Rutledge  Street,  Madison,  Wis. ;  Guy  W.  Campbell,  pas¬ 
tor,  Eighth  Street,  La  Crosse,  Wis. ;  John  R.  Denyes,  pro¬ 
fessor  Lawrence  College,  Appleton,  Wis. 

Reserve — Fred  J.  Jordan,  district  superintendent. 
Rice  Lake,  Wis. ;  J.  Walter  Harris,  pastor.  Portage,  Wis. 

Lay — Oliver  E.  Gray,  banker,  Platteville,  Wis. ;  John 
O.  Paulson,  shoe  merchant,  Sparta,  Wis.;  Frederic  W. 
Draper,  justice  of  peace.  Loyal,  Wis.;  Mrs.  Wilbur  F. 
Tomlinson,  housewife  and  Conference  Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  secretary.  Rice  Lake,  Wis. 

Reserve — Frank  Bentley,  Madison,  Wis. ;  William  G. 
Hosig,  banker,  Mauston,  Wis.;  T.  O.  Mork,  banker, 
Viroqua,  Wis. 
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“Lost  Leaders”? 

Dr.  a.  C.  DIEFFENBACH,  the  vivacious  and 
choleric  editor  of  the  Unitarian  religious  weekly, 
The  Christian  Register,  of  Boston,  has  evidently 
been  feeling  greatly  “peeved”  over  recent  developments  in 
Protestantism  and  lifts  a  loud  voice  of  lamentation  in  The 
Independent  for  September  17,  in  an  article  called  “The 
Leaders  of  Protestantism.”  In  that  article  he  im¬ 
pales  as  traitors  to  the  cause  of  religious  freedom  (what¬ 
ever  he  means  by  that)  quite  a  number  of  the  foremost 
progressive  leaders  of  the  various  branches  of  Protestant¬ 
ism.  He  generously  showers  upon  these  brother  ministers 
of  his,  charges  of  cowardice  and  treachery  to  the  truth 
in  a  manner  which  would  be  quite  serious  if  it  were  not 
so  predominantly  amusing. 

Doctor  Dieffenbach  says  that  in  the  cause  of  religious 
and  political  freedom  “our  Modernist  ministers  are  lost 
leaders.  To  their  praise  be  it  said  these  men  did  make  a 
great  adventure  these  past  years,  trying  to  bring  a  new 
heaven,  and  then,  God  pity  them,  they  retreated.  To  call 
the  roll  would  be  like  a  solemn  ceremony  over  the  inpumer- 
able  departed.  But  there  are  some  names  that  are  well 
known.”  Then  he  proceeds  to  call  the  roll  of  men  he  styles 
“lost  leaders,”  including  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick,  Bishop 
Francis  J.  McConnell,  Henry  Sloane  Coffin,  S. 
Parkes  Cadman,  Charles  R.  Brown,  William  P.  Mer- 
RILL,  Willard  L.  Sperry  and  Joseph  Fort  Newton. 

Putting  these  men  in  the  defendant’s  box,  he  launches 
against  them  the  solemn  charge  that  they  are  guilty  of 
upholding  evangelical  Christianity,  and  he  proves  his 
charge.  They  are  guilty  of  the  crime  of  not  rushing  pell- 
mell  into  the  Unitarian  Church,  Evidently  Doctor 
Dieffenbach  expected  some  such  result  from  the  Funda¬ 
mentalist-Modernist  controversy,  which  was  at  its  height 
two  or  three  years  ago  and  is  now  subsiding.  He  evi¬ 
dently  assumed  that  the  position  of  modem  liberal 
Christianity  must  coincide  with  the  peculiar  tenets  of 
Unitarianism,  and  when  all  the  men  named  have  refused  to 
be  stampeded  into  waging  a  polemic  warfare  and  have 
stood  with  united  emphasis  for  the  essentials  of  historic 
Christianity,  Doctor  Dieffenbach  hurls  at  them  all  the 
hard  names  he  can  think  of  in  the  course  of  three  pages. 

The  complacency  and  self-satisfaction  with  which  this 
Unitarian  editor  identifies  the  virtues  of  liberalism  with 
his  own  particular  views  would  put  the  Pope  himself  ti) 
shame.  The  article  is  full  of  things  which  touch  the 
funny-bone.  He  makes  the  implied  charge  that  Bishop 
F.  J,  McConnell  has  been  too  cowardly  to  speak  out  on 
religious  liberty,  “taking  comfort  and  exercise  in  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  social  gospel.”  To  anyone  who  knows  some 
of  the  experiences  which  Bishop  McConnell’s  exercise  “in 
the  ministry  of  the  social  gospel”  has  brought  in  recent 
years.  Doctor  Dieffenbach’s  picture  of  the  Bishop  taking 
comfort  in  such  “retirement”  is  enough  to  make  the  angels 
laugh ! 

An  article  such  as  this  does  two  large  things.  It  gives  a 
picture  of  what  has  been  truly  called  “an  arid  liberalism,” 
which  has  little  toleration  of  others  of  different  view,  al¬ 
though  it  is  boasting  of  its  toleration  all  the  time. 
Throughout  Doctor  Dieffenbach’s  article  there  is  little 
attempt  to  conceal  contempt  for  anyone  accepting  and 
proclaiming  evangelical  Christianity.  In  the  second  place 
his  article  is  a  great  tribute  to  these  acknowledged  leaders. 
Some  of  them  have  been  under  some  suspicion  at  times 


among  extreme  conservatives.  It  will  be  very  interesting 
to  these  folks  to  see  these  same  leaders  now  attacked  be¬ 
cause  they  are  such  “hopeless”  conservatives.  L. 

Shades  of  Nero! 

By  John  W.  Holland 

UPON  a  little  eminence  in  the  netherworld  were 
gathered  the  shades  of  a  band  of  old  Romans. 
Central  in  the  group  was  Nero,  and  around  him, 
sitting  or  reclining,  were  the  spirits  of  Caracalla,  Caesar, 
Hadrian,  Pompey,  and  many  others. 

Through  devices  known  to  the  spirit  world,  similar  in 
action  to,  but  without  the  material  apparatus  of  the  radio, 
these  spirits  gained  communication  with  the  earth  surface. 
Many  strange  discussions  had  taken  place  among  them 
during  two  thousand  years. 

Today  the  brow  of  Nero  was  drawn.  A  great  regret 
hung  like  a  cloud  across  his  countenance.  He  seemed  like 
a  lost  soul  who  had  lost  something. 

Finally,  he  was  moved  to  speech.  “Gentlemen,  we  were 
all  born  too  soon.  Our  careers  on  earth  were  but  as  the 
children  playing  about  the  Forum  in  comparison  with 
what  is  now  going  on  there. 

“Machines  are  the  slaves  of  the  giants  of  the  modem 
world,  and  wealth  piles  up  like  heaps  of  golden  grain. 
Everyone  dreams  of  inventing  something  to  increase  the 
comfort  of  human  beings.  Men,  do  you  remember  the 
cobble-stones  over  which  our  golden  chariots  jolted.'* 
Think  of  our  being  cheated  out  of  riding  on  rubber  bal¬ 
loons  of  encased-  air  in  machines  that  cost  as  much  -as 
Claudia’s  crown.  It  makes  me  sick  to  think  of  it. 

“Think  of  an  amphitheater  where  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand — half  of  the  freemen  of  our  ancient  Rome 
— gather  to  see  prize-fighters  pummel  each  other’s  bloody 
heads,  and  pay  therefor  two  million  dollars !  Two  million 
dollars,  ye  conscript  fathers,  will  the  modem  world  pay 
for  a  few  drops  of  blood  and  a  couple  of  black  eyes. 

“Think  of  a  ring-side  seat,  lean  Cassius.  I  would  give 
one  hundred  sestertii  for  the  privilege  and  never  bat  an 
eye.  The  gods  have  played  upon  us  the  worst  possible 
of  fates that  of  BEING  BORN  TOO  SOON. 

“We  had  our  fun,  and  kicked  up  our  heels  for  a  brief 
little  day,  but  it  would  make  Hades  bearable  to  me  if  I 
could  have  had  a  ring-side  seat  at  a  prize-fight  among  the 
mild  mannered  Christians. 

“Caesar,  your  wars  were  bloody  enough ;  but  they  were 
tame  and  slow.  Think  of  flying  in  mechanical  birds,  and 
dropping  hell-fire  down  upon  your  Christian  brothers, 
and  of  wiping  out  whole  cities  with  chemical  bombs.  Your 
cruelties  were  puerile  in  comparison. 

“They  have  a  device  which  they  call  the  radio,  by  which 
forty  million  people  can  tune  in  and  enjoy  their  prize¬ 
fights  blow  by  blow.  Tender  ladies,  who  would  faint  at 
the  sight  of  blood,  little  children  and  pious  prelates  can' 
sit  rocking  in  their  easy  chairs  and  enjoy  thrills  that  we 
poor  dupes  here  in  Hades  cannot  have.  I  repeat  it,  we 
were  cursed  by  not  being  allowed  to  live  in  a  Christian 
civilization.  We  were  borp  too  soon.” 

As  Nero  ceas'ed,  there  was  quiet.  Then  the  company 
quietly  broke  up,  and  each  shade  wandered  away  into 
silence  and  darkness,  cursing  his  fate  that  he  HAD  BEEN 
BORN  TOO  SOON! 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 
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TEN  NATIONALITIES  IN  THIS  GANG 
Thi*  gang  of  hoys — in  their  natural  habitat  in  Denver — was  foftnd  by  a  Methodist  pastor  and  made  a  part 

of  his  unofficial  hoard 

Speaking  in  Tongues 

A  Glance  At  the  Bi -lingual  Mission 
By  Ezra  M.  Cox 


SPEAKING  in  tongues  was  one  of  the  distinctive 
gifts  of  the  Apostolic  Church.  But  it  is  not  a  gift 
which  has  passed"  from  the  church  in  America. 
Much  newspaper  space  has  been  gained  for  reports  of 
trance-like  seizures  which  have  been  called  speaking  in 
tongues.  But  the  real  present-day  parallels  for  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  Pentecost  are  not  to  be  found  in  some  incom¬ 
prehensible  jargon  uttered  under  conditions  approaching 
liysteria,  but  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel  in  the  cos¬ 
mopolitan  centers  of  America,  so  that  each  of  more  than 
twenty  nationalities  have  the  Word  in  their  own  tongue. 

Methodism  is  carrying  on  this  genuine  apostolic  min¬ 
istry  in  a  quiet,  steady  manner,  unaccompanied  by  any 
trumpets  or  bass  drums,  but  continuously  effective,  in 
more  than  one  hundred  churches,  located  in  twenty-eight 
"Conferences  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

This  work  is  organized  in  the  bi-lingual  mission. 

The  very  word  “bi-lingual”  may  be  misleading.  We 
might  think  of  only  a  two-language  church.  The  work 
■would  be  much  more  simple  if  “bi-lingual”  meant  simply 
Italian  and  English  or  Polish  and  English,  but  in  the 
bi-lingual  mission  we  find  many  different  languages.  Wc 
find  the  Italian,  the  Bohemian,  the  Slovak,  the  Finnish, 
ihe  Hungarian,  the  Spanish,  the  Chinese,  the  Lithuanian, 
the  Portuguese,  the  Syrian,  the  French,  the  Korean,  the 
llussian,  and  the  Polish. 

It  is  the  duty  of  Bishop  Thomas  Nicholson  to  gather 
these  groups  together,  to  study  their  problems,  their 
■needs,  and  their  opportunities.  Anyone  will  immediately 
see  the  great  difficulty  that  would  come  in  administering 
A  mission  of  this  type.  There  is  no  other  piece  of  work 


in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  where  it  takes  so 
much  insight  into  national  traits  and  temperaments  as 
the  field  of  the  bi-lingual  missions.  Anyone  who  does 
not  know  the  facts  that  go  to  make  up  these  great  na¬ 
tional  groups  in  America  will  little  appreciate  the  task 
that  is  before  the  administrator  of  this  work. 

However,  with  all  of  its  difficulties  and  all  its  per¬ 
plexities,  the  groups  have  been  gathered  together ;  they 
have  held  their  group  meetings  and  conferences,  and,  con¬ 
sidering  the  group  as  a  whole,  they  have  carried  on  their 
business  in  a  very  creditable  manner — fully  as  well  as  the 
average  Annual  Conference.  They  have  met  and  discussed 
problems,  such  as  finance,  leadership,  educational  quali¬ 
fications,  and  evangelism. 

A  Look  at  the  Parish 

The  experience  of  gathering  such  a  diversified  group 
has  revealed  many  weak  points,  but  on  the  whole,  the  for¬ 
eign-speaking  work  has  made  rapid  progress.  A  few 
extracts  from  the  files  of  the  reports  might  help  the 
average  layman  to  see  some  of  the  work  the  bi-lingual 
mission  is  trying  to  do. 

Let  us  first  consider  the  communities: 

“Our  community  has  a  Polish  population  of  116,000. 
About  46,000  of  them  live  in  the  Fourteenth  Ward,  where 
our  church  is  located.” 

“The  Italians  of  the  north  end  number  about  60,000.” 

“Five  years  ago  there  were  no  Mexicans  in  this  city. 
To-day  we  have  16,000.” 

“About  9,000  Italians  live  within  one-third  of  a  mile 
of  my  church.” 
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“There  are  8,000  Ital- 
(  ians  living  in  the  Seventh 
Ward,  which  constitutes  the 
parish  of  our  church.” 

In  looking  over  the  dates 
of  the  organization  of  these 
churches,  we  find  such  dates 
as  1926,  1923,  1920,  1921, 

1923,  1926,  which  reveals  im¬ 
mediately  the  fact  that  a 
great  amount  of  our  foreign-  ^  LEAGUE  OF  NATIO. 
speaking  work  has  been  METHODI 

lately  organized.  It  is  one 

thing  to  organize  a  church  with  regular  old-line  Amer¬ 
ican  stock,  and  it  is  quite  another  thing  to  organize  one 
out  of  raw  immigrant  material.  This  fact  should  lead 
us  to  be  very  patient.  A  man  from  Italy  asked, 
“Where  are  your  cathedrals  in  America?”  The  reply 
was,  “When  America  is  as  old  as  Italy,  we  will  have  our 
cathedrals.” 


A  LEAGUE  OP  NATIONS  IN  A  NEW  ENGLAND 
METHODIST  CHURCH 


Sunday  afternoon  among 
his  people.  In  these  visits 
he  placed  much  emphasis 
upon  establishing  the  family 
altar. 

“Not  Counting  the 
Italians?  ”  Why  Not 
Count  Them? 

We  go  into  Italian 
IN  A  NEW  ENGLAND  churches,  where  we  find  every 
'  CHURCH  family  in  the  church  a  sub¬ 

scriber  to  their  Italian  paper, 
“La  Voce.”  Their  pastors  are  reporting  from  260  to 
800  calls  a  year. 

We  might  go  on  indefinitely,  reporting  on  these  one 
hundred  churches,  if  time,  space,  and  patience  were  avail¬ 
able. 

Our  object  in  reporting  the  work  is  not  to  exalt  the 
bi-lingual  mission,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  the  great 


In  looking  over  the  bi-lingual  mission,  we  should  also  American  Methodist  Church  to  the  strangers  in  their 

look  at  Its  equipment.  Here  and  there  we  find  very  good  midst.  Too  often  these  foreign-language  churches  are 

houses  of  worship,  but  we  often  hear  a  foreign-language  hidden  away  in  some  foreign  section,  where  the  regular 

pastor  of  the  bi-lingual  mission  stand  up  in  present-day  American  people  seldom  go.  One  man,  in  talking  over  the 

America  and  say  that  he  is  compelled  to  meet  in  a  garage,  Methodist  situation  in  his  city,  remarked  that  they  had 

and  that  the  roof  leaks  on  rainy  days.  sixteen  Methodist  Churches,  not  counting  the  Italians. 

When  the  immigrant  came  to  America,  he  learned  to  Why  not  count  the  Italians?  They  are  proud  of  our  great 

adapt  himself  to  American  ways.  It  is  noticeable  that  Methodist  organization.  They  have  a  minister;  they  use 

these  foreign  pastors  are  very  skillful  in  adapting  their  the  Methodist  form  of  worship ;  they  pay  at  least  a  part  of 

programs  to  the  need  of  their  people.  It  may  be  a  day  the  World  Service  assessment.  They  are  proud  of  our 

nursery  or  a  kindergarten;  it  may  be  that  thev  have  cs-  great  church. 

Ublished  .  medical  clinic  or  ju,t  ’a  plain  Ladies’  Aid  So-  Our  work  among  the  Germans  started  with  a  very 
c.e^,  where  the, r  women  can  meet  and  talk  over  the  feehle  heginning,  but  grew  into  a  mighty  foreign-speak- 

ATTA.1T*fi  AT  Trio  »«««*  —>.11 _ i  _  j_  _  _!•  a  tr 


affairs  of  the  neighborhood,  like  any  other  well-regulated 
P  Methodist  Church.  They  have  Sunday  schools,  week-day 
religious  education,  vacation  Bible  schools,  and  almost 


ing  church,  and  we  are  now  living  in  a  day  when  that 
church  is  rapidly  becoming  entirely  English-speaking. 
May  the  Methodist  Church  to-day  have  enough  prophetic 


everything  else  that  the  average  American  church  has.  vision  to  see  into  the  future  a  few  years,  when  the  humble 

o  work  that  we  are  doing  to-day  will  make  its  mighty  con- 

Where  the  Preachers  Come  From  tribution  to  the  new  America  and  the  new  chLh 

It  is  also  interesting  to  find  out  how  some  of  these  pas-  The  racial  distribution  of  the  churches  in  the  mis- 


tors  succeed.  There  was  a  young 
student  who  came  from  Korea  to 
Chicago  to  attend  Garrett  Bib¬ 
lical  Institute.  He  found  that 
there  was  no  Christian  work  be¬ 
ing  carried  on  among  his  Korean 
people.  By  going  to  certain  Ko¬ 
rean  students  and  business  men, 
he  learned  that  there  were  about 
140  Koreans  in  Chicago.  He 
called  on  every  one  of  them,  and 
talked  to  them  about  forming  a 
church.  They  formed  a  church 
and,  in  one  year,  forty-six  out 
of  140  were  members  of  the 
church,  and  fifty-six  of  them 
were  in  Sunday  school.  He  also 
formed  a  Ladies’  Aid  Society  and 
a  choir.  He  gathered  together  a 
number  of  books  dealing  with  re¬ 
ligion,  and  carried  them  from 
home  to  home,  as  a  sort  of  cir- 
^culating  library.  Although  a 
*  student,  he  visited  Friday  after¬ 
noons,  all  day  Saturday,  and 


A  NEW  AMERICA  IN  THE  SHADOW  OP  THE 

OLD 

The  church  at  the  end  of  this  Boston  street  is  the 
old  N orth  Church,  t»  the  belfry  of  which  were  hung 
the  lanterns  which  signalled  to  Paul  Revere.  The  foot¬ 
ball  team  of  Italian  Americans  in  the  foreground  does 
not  date  back  so  far. 


sion  is :  Italian,  62 ;  Bohemian, 
10 ;  S  p  a  n  i  s  h-speaking,  9 ; 
churches  of  several  nationalities, 
8;  Finnish,  Polish,  and  Portu¬ 
guese,  4  each;  Slovak,  3;  Chi¬ 
nese,  French,  Korean,  and  Rus¬ 
sian,  2  each;  Japanese,  Hun¬ 
garian,  Syrian,  and  Welsh,  1 
each ;  a  total  of  fifteen  nationali¬ 
ties. 

The  present  membership  of 
the  churches  of  the  mission  is 
6,781,  119  having  been  received 
during  the  current  year.  The 
number  of  baptisms  for  the  year 
is:  adults,  208,  children,  547. 
The  mission  is  conducting 
ninety-two  Sunday  schools.  The 
mission  has  forty-four  church 
buildings  used  exclusively  for 
language  work. 

— The  preacher  is  a  sculptor 
who  makes  images  of  God. 
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Rescuing  Stewardship  from  Materialism 

By  John  M.  Versteeg 

Pattor  Boieville  Methodut  Epiteopal  Church,  Newark,  New  Jersey 
Author  of  ‘‘The  Deeper  Meaning  of  Stewardship." 


AWELL-EINOWN  Methodist  scholar  discussed,  not 
long  ago,  ‘‘Materialism  In  Its  Most  Subtle  Form.” 
He  has  it  in  for  that  branch  of  psychology  known 
as  “behaviorism,”  and  gets  more  excited  about  it  than 
most  of  us  could  or  would.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  dispute 
his  right  to  righteous  indignation.  But  I  should  like 
to  take-  issue  with  the  claim  his  title  makes.  I  doubt  if 
any  branch  of  any  science  may  be  designated  as  ma¬ 
terialism  in  its  most  subtle  form.  I  beg  leave  to  name 
a  culprit  worse  by  far.  This  is  the  materialistic  notion 
of  stewardship,  which  as  yet  is  popular.  If  a  more  subtle 
form  of  materialism  exists,  in  psychology  or  anywhere 
else,  let  the  gentle  reader,  who  knows  of  its  whereabouts, 
trot  it  out  forthwith,  or  set  us  on  its  trail.  Until  such 
proof  is  forthcoming,  I  contend  that  this  is  the  worst 
form  of  materialism.  Mammon  togged  out  as  a  steward 
— when  did  devil  more  subtly  “suggest  .  .  .  with" 
heavenly  shows.?” 

The  Indictment 

Exactly  one  year  before  the  article  referred  to  above 
appeared,  Harvey  Reeves  Calkins,  who  has  done  much 
to  bring  Christendom  to  stewardship,  and  who  is  the 
author  of  a  great  book  on  that  subject,  made  there  a 
stirring  plea  for  “The  Saving  of  a  Prophetic  Movement.” 
He  told  his  readers  that  stewardship  is  being  wounded 
in  the  house  of  its  friends.  “The  church  has  inoculated 
the  world  with  a  mild  form  of  Christianity  and  made  it 
proof  against  the  real  thing.”  Here  is  a  sample  of  the 
way  this  is  done.  “It  was  a  spiritual  thing,  was  stew¬ 
ardship.  Lift  it — ^push  it — capitalize  it — it  would  pay! 

.  .  .  Money  was  for  service,  after  it  had  been  acquired ; 
business  was  for  acquiring  it.  Business  might  also  ren¬ 
der  service,  and  would  be  glad  to  do  so,  if  it  did  not  hinder 
— business.  The  business  of  a  Christian  business  man 
was  to  make  money.  It  was  his  business  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  exceptional  opportunities  in  industry  and 
trade  and  make  all  the  money  he  could ;  after  that  it  was 
his  business  to  become  a  good  steward  of  his  money. 
Subtly,  almost  adroitly,  the  profit  motive  of  the  church 
for  the  sake  of  the  kingdom  of  God — was  it  not  a  holy 
motive? — allied  itself  to  the  profit  motive  of  the  financial 
and  industrial  world.  .  .  .  Almost  the  power  of  money 
had  prevailed  to  sanctify  the  love  of  it  I”  In  this  strain, 
Dr.  Calkins  showed  that  that  which  might  most  honor 
Christ  may  be  made  to  dishonor  Him  most. 

Why  the  Church  Went  Wrong 

The  reason  why  it  is  popularly  supposed  that  a 
“Christian  steward”  is  “a  Christian  who  pays  a  tenth  of 
his  income  to  the  church,”  is  that  we  are  suffering  from 
an  emergency  view  of  stewardship.  The  close  of  the 
war  opened  up  a  great  chance  for  the  church.  Our 
leaders  realized  this.  The  church  will  long  regret  that 
it  gave  them  so  little  heed.  The  mistake  of  our  leaders 
— a  perfectly  human  one — was  that  they  succumbed  to 
the  temptation  of  the  short-cut.  Much  is  to  be  said  in 


extenuation  of  them.  Their  intentions  were  most  honor¬ 
able.  There  was  Christ’s  chance  in  the  world’s  chan?'*. 
That  chance  would  not  long  remain;  there  was.no'Lme 
to  waste  I  Yet  there  was  the  church,  once  again'  ^‘slow 
of  heart  to  understand.”  So  they  allied  stewardship  de¬ 
partments  to  money-raising  campaigns.  What  I  wrpte 
in  another  connection  may  be  repeated  here:  “The  i.;  w- 
ardship  departments  in  the  various  denominational  cft: ' 
paigns  were  given  a  difficult  task.  They  were  expecteu, 
within  limited  periods,  so  to  emphasize  stewardship 
principles  that  massive'  amounts  could  be  raised.  What 
wonder  that  when  time  was  lacking  for  the  former,  only 
those  phases  were  stressed  that  were  sure  to  accelerate 
giving.  Hence  the  tithe  was  exalted  out  of  all  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  subject  itself.  Now  we  are  able  to  see  that 
this  haste  caused  waste  of  both  forces,  friends,  and  funds. 
The  church  must  teach  stewardship,  not  to  protect"  it¬ 
self,  but  to  save  the  world.  It  would  be  an  unspeakable 
blunder  were  Protestantism  to  permit  so  basic  a  subject 
as  this  to  be  brought  into  discredit  by  those  who  seize 
upon  it  as  a  quick  road  to  finance.” 

The  Sins  of  the  Writers 

Within  the  past  ten  years,  a  flood  of  pamphlets  and 
books  on  this  subject  has  appeared.  With  a  unanimity 
that  seems  incredible,  this  literature,  while  claiming  to 
discuss  stewardship,  emphasized  merely  one  phase  of  its 
expression,  the  payment  of  the  tithe.  Suppose  you 
wrote  a  book  and  told  your  readers  that  it  would  dis¬ 
cuss  Christianity.  Then  you  proceeded  to  develop  as  the 
main  idea  of  your  book  church  attendance.  Suppose 
that,  here  and  there,  you  made  an  occasional,  compli¬ 
mentary  reference  to  Christianity.  Suppose  you  even 
devoted  four  or  five  pages  of  your  book  to  a  summary 
of  the  real  nature,  the  real  teachings,  the  real  meaning 
of  Christianity.  But  most  of  your  pages  and  most  of 
your  argument  went  to  extol  the  great  virtues  of  church 
attendance:  How  far  would  you  have  covered  Christian¬ 
ity  in  your  book,  and  what  right  would  you  have  to  name, 
or  advertise,  it  as  a  treatise  on  Christianity? 

So  enthusiastic  were  these  writers  about  the  tithe, 
about  the  large  amount  of  money  its  payment  would  be 
sure  to  provide,  about  the  great  work  that,  in  conse¬ 
quence,  would  be  amply  financed,  that  man  after  man  of 
them  claimed  to  write  about  stewardship,  but  used  most 
of  his  space  to  laud  the  tithe  and  to  urge  its  payment. 
There  were  honorable  exceptions,  of  course;  but  the 
majority  of  the  literature  written  about  stewardship 
dealt  chiefly  with  one  of  its  by-products  I 

Most  of  these  writers  walked  delicately  the  moment 
they  came  within  hailing  distance  of  the  real  sore  spot, 
our  unchristian  social  order;  not  a  few  of  them  never 
got  anywhere  near  its  neighborhood.  With  great  eclat 
and  shoutings  they  set  out  after  the  accomplices,  while 
the  real  thug  was  given  the  widest  of  berths!  They  in¬ 
dulged  in  tight-rope  stunts  of  exegesis  to  increase  the 
benevolent  collections,  but  those  white-hot  demands  of 
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Jesus  which  compose  real  stewardship  support  of  Christ’s  church,  we  have  not 

were  shunned  as  a  plague  would  be.  heard  of  it.  Only  let  your  tithe,  or 

Taking  Stewardship  in  Earnest  iNirp,  proportion  you  give,  expm, 

«au  i  ^ho  has  been  pastor  for  even  a  short 

the  doctrine  of  rtewnrdship  must  not  be  *  time  knows,  if  his  eyes  and  his  ears,  hnve 

drawn  for  ecclesiastical  profit.”.  It  must  iMCdt-*  .  !W  been  open  more  than  his  mouth,  in  how 
be  dmirn  for  economic  tyhteamneie.  many  tithers  there  exists  neither  social 

I  ®  ^he  recognition  and  ac-  conscience  nor  consciousness  concerning 

knowledgment  of  God  in  property— m  all  of  it.  It  is  property  as  such.  Tithing  does  not  create  stewardship; 
...ore  concerned  with  property  than  with  the  proceeds  of  it  would  be  more  true  to  say  that  stewardship,  once  ac- 
prpperty ;  with  economic  activity  than  with  church  activ-  cepted,  creates  tithing.  More  true,  but  not  wholly  true ; 

proportionate  giving,  for  there  are  situations  in  which,  by  no  Christian  stand- 
To  put  these  minor  propositions  ahead  of  the  major  is  ard,  the  tithe  ought  to  be  exacted.  Only,  most  Meth- 
lesser  the  place  of  the  greater.  odists  are  not  in  those  situations !  “Stewardship”  that 

-iui<  •  *  Stewardship  is  the  practice  of  property  chiefly  emphasizes  proportionate  giving  signally  fails  to 

^  purpose  of  God.  It  is  the  Christian  use  of  things,  disturb  those  who  make  money  by  unchristian  methods. 
It.  must  Christianize  the  function  of  property  as  well  Bishop  McDowell  tells  of  a  man  who  made  one  hundred 
as  the  disposal  of  our  share  of  it.  Stewardship  has  more  thousand  dollars  per  year,  and  boasted  that  he  gave  one- 
to  do  with  the  making  of  money  than  with  the  giving  of  tenth  of  that  to  the  Lord.  What  a  sacrificial  saint  to 
money;  it  deals  with  the  acquisition  of  funds;  it  under-  manage  to  struggle  along  oii  a  meager  ninety  thousand! 
takes  to  Christianize  ownership.  The  main  purpose  of  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  this  brother  felt  that  his 
stewardship  is  not  spiritual.  That  is  the  main  purpose  money-making  was  evidence  of  the  special  favoritism  of 
of  evangelism ;  the  mam  purpose  of  stewardship  is  ethical.  Providence  toward  him. 

Of  course,  we  must  not  forget  that  in  Christianity  these  We  must  be  courageous  enough  to  let  folks  see  that 
two  are  combined;  separate  the  spiritual  and  the  ethical,  stewardship  may  yet  mean  the  entire  reversal  of  our 
^  *  religion,  but  Christianity  is  gone,  property  views  and  uses.  Some,  upon  hearing  of  the 

Ihey  are  discussed  separately  here  for  the  sake  of  em-  possibility  of  this,  will  “walk  no  more  with  us”;  their 

phasis,  and  for  the  sake  of  making  the  meaning  of  stew-  subscriptions  will  be  withdrawn.  But  those  who  remain 
ardship  clear.  Evangelism  concerns  itself  with  man’s  will  be  folks  worth  having!  Stewardship  is  not  intended 
inner  relations;  stewardship  with  man’s  interpretations,  to  fill  the  coffers  of  the  church;  it  is  intended  to  correct 
It  talks  out  right,  and  right  out,  about  conduct;  that  the  conscience  of  the  church.  It  is  true  that  the  out- 
is,  about  yours  and  mine.  It  raises  four  big  questions;  qome  of  our  income  must  be  the  success  of  Christ’s  cause, 
not  to  mention  others  it  asks ;  But  it  is  even  more  true  that  property  must  express  and 

1.  Where  did  property  come  from?  aid  that  perfect  will  of  God  revealed  to  us  in  His  Son. 

2.  What  is  it  doing  to  others? 


3.  How  are  you  getting  yours? 

4.  What  are  you  doing  with  it? 

And.  it  insists  upon  Christian  answers  to  these  questions. 

“  Entire  Sanctification  ” 

Let  us  not  molest  our  leaders,  but  let  us  help  them  to 
lead  all  of  Christ’s  church  into  all  the  truth  about  stew¬ 
ardship.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better  were  our  steward¬ 
ship  departments  connected  with  our  departments  of 
evangelism,  or  with  our  Federation  for  Social  Service, 
rather  than  with  our  money-raising  agencies.  For  stew¬ 
ardship  is  the  practical  end  of  the  social  gospel. 

Then  let  us  encourage  our  leaders,  our  writers  and 
editors  in  raising  unwelcome  questions.  Permit  them  to 
ask  about  the  rules  under  which  property  is  at  present 
acquired  and  held ;  about  “property  rights”  and  especially 
property  wrongs ;  about  those  enormous  inequities  in  per¬ 
sonal  possession  we  see  on  every  hand.  Let  us  not  call 
them  bolshevists  or  heretics  because  they  ask  questions 
that  make  us  uncomfortable.  Somebody  ought  to  keep 
on  inquiring  concerning  our  wealth ;  whether  in  getting 
it,  is  not  getting  us. 

Furthermore,  let  us  quit  telling  folks  that  if  they 
will  only  begin  by  tithing,  they  are  sure  to  end  with  eco¬ 
nomic  righteousness.  Mark  you,  this  does  not  excuse  any¬ 
one  from  tithing,  or  from  some  more  generous  ratio  of 
support  toward  Christianizing  this  world.  Tithing  is  a 
good  method  for  most  of  us  common  folks;  and  if  any¬ 
one  has  devised  a  better  way  to  be  happily  blessed  in  the 


The  Terrors  of  the  Microscope 

The  moving  picture  is  not  always  a  success  in  rural 
India.  I  sat  once  in  the  hot  darkness  of  a  plains 
May  to  listen  to  an  Urdu  lantern  lecture  on  the 
danger  of  flies  and  mosquitoes.  The  villagers  squatted 
in  the  dust  in  front  of  my  chair,  murmuring  of  daily 
affairs  as  they  watched  the  blank  sheet  high  in  the  air 
before  them. 

The  lecturer  stepped  forward,  a  suave  Bengalie  who 
should  have  known  the  limitations  of  his  audience,  but 
was  either  ignorant  or.  careless.  Click  upon  the  screen 
came  a  prehistoric  peep  which  might  have  been  some 
awful  monster,  but  really  it  was  only  a  common  housefly 
enormously  magnified. 

“From  this  animal,”  said  the  lecturer  earnestly, 
“comes  much  harm.” 

A  rustle  of  terror  ran  through  the  squatting  rows. 
“Without  doubt,”  said  the  audience,  who  understood 
nothing  of  comparative  sizes. 

Next  came  a  gigantic  mosquito. 

“If  this  animal  bites  your  child,”  bleated  the  lec¬ 
turer,  “the  child  will  become  ill.” 

“Without  doubt,”  said  the  audience, and  ran  like  hares. 
The  lecturer  droned  on  to  an  audience  of  the  sahib, 
the  mem  sahib,  and  an  Indian  lady  doctor.  Meanwhile 
at  the  well  the  villagers  discussed  the  advent  of  the  new 
and  frightful  monsters  sent  by  the  British  Raj  to  devas¬ 
tate  their  families. 


I 
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Cloth  for  “ 

A  Plunge  Into  ‘ 

By  William 

He  blew  into  the  front  door  like  a  Kansas  cyclone 
and  took  me  off  my  feet.  “You’re  from  the  West, 
aren’t  you?”  (Meant  to  be  a  glowing  compli¬ 
ment  to  one’s  “he-ness !”)  “You’ve  heard  about  me,  cer¬ 
tainly.”  (Putting  me,  ignorant  of  his  greatness,  into  an 
apologetic  frame  of  mind.)  “You  know  a  good  thing 
when  you  see  it.  I  can  see  that  you  are  a  man  of  shrewd¬ 
ness  and  business  ability.”  Under  the  guidance  of  such 
apt  flattery  was  I  prepared  for  the  slaughter. 

He  was  indisputably  the  most  subtle  salesman  that 
ever  profited  by  my  simple  credulity.  He  talked  “big¬ 
ness.”  He  was  not  interested  in  any  retail  trade.  He 
had  a  big  proposition  for  big  men  with  big  vision.  He 
had  further  noticed  in  his  meeting  with  ministers  that  the 
timid  souls  that  turned  down  his  unusual  offer  generally 
had  a  consistent  lack  of  initiative  which  sooner  or  later 
landed  them  in  the  stagnant  waters.  He  had  sold  to 
nearly  all  the  leaders  of  the  church,  and  whenever  he 
showed  up,  the  biggest  of  them — whose  friendship  he 
proved  by  the  use  of  their  most  intimate  nicknames — 
would  knock  off  for  the  day  so  as  to  enjoy  his  company. 

Many  of  you  know  him  already.  He  was  selling  suit¬ 
ings — five  or  six  at  a  throw:  one  overcoat,  one  Prince 
Albert,  one  “walking  coat,”  and  two  or  three  sacks.  Being 
the  representative  of  a  large  English  woolen  firm,  he  had 
extras  sometimes  and  liked  to  do  a  favor  to  the  preachers 
by  letting  them  have  them  at  a  price  which  permitted  a 
man  on  a  modest  salary  to  dress  like  a  king. 

So  what  could  you  do?  If  you  hesitated,  the  wife, 
who  “always  was  a  good  judge  of  cloth,”  was  summoned 
to  his  aid.  She  generally  sided  with  him,  didn’t  she? 
Though  afterwards  she  wondered  just  how  it  had  all 
happened. 


The  Cloth” 

Scotch  Woolens 

K.  Anderson 

So  I  fell — as  has  many  a  better  and  cannier  man. 
With  some  misgivings  after  the  spell  of  his  hypnotism 
had  worn  off,  I  picked  out  the  drabest  of  suitings  and 
sent  it  to  the  far-away  house  where  it  was  'to  be  made 
up  to  my  measure.  It  came  back  C.  O.  D.  (Crape  On 
the  Door.)  He  had  promised  a  fit — and  I  had  one.  For 
pajamas  it  would  have  been  all  right.  But  I  had  hoped 
to  wear  this  outside  the  privacy  of  my  own  boudoir. 
The  local  tailor  told  me  it  would  cost  $13.50  to  alter  it. 
In  my  simple  faith  I  wrote  to  my  high-powered  sales¬ 
man,  asking  what  he  would  do  about  it.  That  was  three 
years  ago,  and  I  still  have  the  answer  to  get. 

With  the  return  of  my  normal  common  sense,  I  cast 
an  appraising  eye  upon  my  stock.  The  overcoating  was 
an  old  man’s  piece  of  goods.  I  sent  it  to  one  several  years 
older  than  myself.  His  tailor  measured  him  and  reported 
that  the  goods  would  make  little  more  than  a  pea-jacket. 
The  other  pieces  I  got  made  up,  one  by  one,  paying  more 
than  I  would  have  for  “hand-me-downs”  and  as  much 
as  for  better  suits  made  to  order. 

A  shrewder  fellow  clergyman  some  months  ago,  when 
called  upon  by  the  breezy  philanthropist,  called  in  a  pro¬ 
fessional  tailor  to  look  the  goods  over  before  making  the 
purchase.  This  same  benefactor,  who  was  always  ready 
to  meet  every  emergency,  was  beaten  for  once.  He  cast 
one  glance  at  the  unwelcome  visitor  as  the  latter  picked 
up  the  goods  to  examine  it,  and  left. 

He’s  still  at  it.  Every  once  in  a  while  I  learn  of  an¬ 
other  unsuspecting  victim  who  has  been  taken  in  by  his 
wily  tactics.  He’s  such  a  good  salesman  that  it  is  too 
bad  he  doesn’t  turn  his  hand  to  something  better  than 
putting  it  over  on  poor  preachers. 

BUTLER,  PA. 


When  Will  It  Happen? 

By  Bishop  Charles  Edward  Locke 


“  M"  Y  FRIEND,”  said  a  rather  frank  but  well-in- 
I  formed  man  of  progressive  doctrinal  thinking, 
“your  orthodox  position  seems  to  me  unten¬ 
able,  if  not  unreasonable.  I  cannot  subscribe  to  your 
belief  in  an  inspired  Bible,  nor  a  blood  atonement,  nor  to 
the  physical  resurrectioil  of  Je^us,  nor  to  the  Deityship  of 
Jesus,  ahd  I  am  not  at  all  secure  in  my  confidence  in  the 
immortality  of  the  soul;  although  I  believe  firmly  that 
God  is  good,  and  that  He  is  a  living,  heavenly  Father.” 

“My  brother,”  replied  the  sincere  man  of  rather  old- 
fashioned  theological  views,  “in  this  world  of  mysteries, 
presided  over  by  a  God  of  infinite  Personality,  it  is  a 
wonder  that  infinitesimal  finites  like  ourselves  can  un¬ 
derstand  anything.  We  should,  not  any  of  us,  become 
too  dogmatic  concerning  our  beliefs,  and  should  cultivate 
receptive  minds. 

“I  confidently  believe  in  all  of  these  great  doctrines 
which  are  puzzling  you,  but  if  we  differ  from  each  other 


in  our  conscientious  interpretations,  each  of  us  will  be 
judged  according  to  our  honesty  and  sincerity. 

“Every  man  will  have  his  own  Christ,  and  if  he  follows 
his  holy  ideal,  and  conforms  his  life  to  the  truths  and 
spirit  of  Jesus,  he  will  doubtless  share  in  the  salvation 
which  Jesus  brought  to  a  dying  world,  even  if  he  is  not 
sure  whether  Jesus  had  one  human  parent  or  two,  or  is 
uncertain  regarding  the  mysteries  of  the  atonement,  or 
whether  he  thinks  everything  in  the  Holy  Bible  is  wholly 
inspired.” 

“And  John  answered  Him,  saying.  Master,  we  saw 
one  casting  out  devils  in  thy  name,  and  he  followeth 
not  us ;  and  we  forbade  him,  because  he  followeth  not 
us.  But  Jesus  said,  forbid  him  not;  for  there  is  no 
man  which  shall  do  a  miracle  in  my  name,  that  can  lightly 
speak  evil  of  me.  For  he  that  is  not  against  us  is  on 
our  part.” 

WHEN  WILL  IT  HAPPEN? 
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Training  for  Christian  Service 

Report  of  the  seventh  annual  Epworth  League  Institute  of  the  Washington  and  Delaware  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences,  August  8-16,  at  Morgan  College,  Baltimore,  Md. 

By  the  Rev.  Ralph  B.  Thompson 


The  world  is  thrilling  to-day  with  new  knowledge, 
new  vision,  and  new  hope,  not  the  least  of  which 
is  the  Christian  hope,  clouded  though  it  be  by  the 
menace  of  materialism  and  a  social  order  that  tends  to 
become  pagan.  The  new  social  aspiration  is  part  and 
parcel  of  the  new  religious  thinking.  The  modern  in¬ 
terpreter  of  Christ  perceives  a  social  task  rather  than 
the  ecstasies  of  the  mystic,  a  kingdom  of  God  to  be  real¬ 
ized  in  Christian  social  service.  We  are  discovering 
God  in  human  life. 

The  Epworth  League  institute  escapes  the  technical¬ 
ity  of  a  seminary  for  preachers  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  requirements  of  scholarship  in  a  strict  school  of  re¬ 
ligious  education  on  the  other;  the  institute  institutes, 
it  ushers  in  new  and  progressive  ideas  and  methods  of 
Christian  work.  It  awakens  and  fosters  a  lively  aware¬ 
ness  of  Christian  comradeship  in  the  lay  worker  of  the 
local  church ;  it  rescues  the  lay  mind  from  the  limitations 
of  a  local  viewpoint,  and  enables  one  to  attain  a  world 
view  of  Christianity  with  a  sense  of  personal  and  vital 
relation  to  the  same.  The  institute  is  one  grand  forum 
where  local  problems  may  be  presented  and  become  themes 
for  sympathetic  and  helpful  discussion.  A  liberal  lec¬ 
ture  course,  with  fitting  textbooks,  has  been  built  up 
solely  in  view  of  the  evident  practical  needs  of  the  aver¬ 
age  Christian  worker,  rather  than  with  regard  to  some 
formal  or  theoretic  view.  There  are  no  examinations ; 
but  credits  are  based  upon  regular  attendance  of  five 
periods  in  each  subject  pursued.  The  benefits  to  be 
derived  are  conditioned  on  the  diligence  and  aptitude  of 
,  the  student.  It  is  eminently  an  honor  system  which  ex¬ 
perience  is  proving  to  be  an  aid  to  the  development  of 
Christian  character  in  our  youth,  who  are  attending  in 
strikingly  increasing  numbers.  The  course  can  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  three  sessions,  but  its  variability  (coupled  with 
the  fine  opportunities  for  fostering  Christian  friendships 
and  social  culture)  makes  the  institute  singularly  at¬ 
tractive,  as  is  evidenced  in  the  large  percentage  of  grad¬ 
uates  from  the  course  of  study, '  who  continue  to  come 
and  pursue  the  advanced  subjects. 

The  Institute  Staff. — The  deanship  of  the  institute 
has  been  held  by  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Thompson,  S.T.D.,  since 
the  merger  of  the  institute  for  the  two  patronizing  Con¬ 
ferences,  seven  years  ago.  His  dignity  and  worth  as  a 
man  has  reflected  inestimable  grace  upon  his  signal  po¬ 
sition  on  the  staff.  Upon  his  resignation  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Institute  Commission,  the  Rev.  D.  H. 
Hargis  was  elected  as  his  successor.  Dr.  Hargis  is  an 
alumnus  of  Morgan  College;  ex-district  superintendent 
of  the  Delaware  Conference,  pastor  of  Haven  Church, 
Philadelphia.  His  work  as  life  service  secretary  marked 
him  for  advancement  to  greater  responsibility  in  the 
institute. 

Hr.  Albert  J.  Mitchell,  financial  field  secretary  for 
b^organ  College,  is  re-elected  manager  of  the  institute 
^or  the  eighth  year.  His  ability  in  meeting  the  economic 
problem  of  the  maintenance  of  the  institute  gives  as¬ 


surance  to  those  who  appreciate  the  difficulties  to  be 
overcome.  We  can  no  longer  stress  a  low  cost  to  the 
student,  but  a  rate  sufficient  to  insure  proper  board 
and  comfort. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Carroll,  superintendent  Washington  Con¬ 
ference,  South  Baltimore  District,  was  re-elected  regis¬ 
trar.  Dr.  Carroll  has  also  been  a  valuable  member  of 
the  institute  faculty. 

The  Rev.  L.  S.  Moore,  A.B.,  pastor  St.  Daniels 
Church,  Chester,  Pa.,  was  elected  by  the  Institute  Com¬ 
mission  to  succeed  Dr.  Hargis  as  life  service  secretary. 
He  is  a  young  man  whose  modem  Christian  temper  will 
appeal  to  youth  in  quest  of  guidance  in  vocational 
aims. 

The  Rev.  J.  T.  Wallace,  pastor  of  Mt.  Joy  Church, 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  was  re-elected  book  steward.  He 
has  met  the  exactions  of  salesmanship  of  Christian  liter¬ 
ature  with  great  success. 

The  dean  of  women,  Mrs.  Helen  J.  Muse,  Baltimore 
City,  is  a  pioneer  member  of  the  institute  staff.  She  is 
an  invaluable  guardian  of  the  moral  and  social  interest 
of  the  institute  group. 

The  Facility  and  Subjects. — J.  T.  Fletcher,  D.D., 
Philadelphia,  morning  watch  and  evangelism,  invests  this 
early  hour  with  a  truly  devotional  spirit,  initiating  the 
day’s  work.  M.  J.  Naylor,  D.D.,  Baltimore  City,  stew¬ 
ardship,  a  subject  which  is  now  required  for  graduation. 
Dr.  Naylor  knows  the  relation  of  giving  to  growth  in 
grace,  and  the  relation  of  the  principle  of  stewardship 
to  the  whole  of  life.  Mrs.  E.  B.  King,  Washington,  D.  C., 
A.M.  of  University  of  Pennsylvania,  taught  a  combined 
class  of  pageantry  and  hymnology.  Her  scholarship  and 
skill  as  a  pianist,  plus  personal  grace  and  vivacity,  en¬ 
ables  her  to  cope  easily  with  the  requirements  of  her  task. 
M.  A.  Thompson,  B.D.,  district  superintendent  of  New 
Vork  District,  Bible  study,  meets  the  requisite  of  a  mod¬ 
ern  viewpoint  seasoned  with  grace.  Miss  Florence  G. 
Wilson,  Chester,  Pa.,  recreation.  Associated  with  her 
is  Mrs.  Louise  Maxwell,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  mistress  of 
choral  work.  J.  W.  Jewett,  D.D!,  Montclair,  N.  J., 
home  and  foreign  missions;  R.  W.  S.  Thomas,  D.D., 
Washington,  D.  C.,  community  service;  J.  H.  Jenkins, 
D.D.,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Christian  citizenship;  E.  A. 
Love,  S.T.B.,  Annapolis,  Md.,  church  school  methods; 
D.  H.  Hargis,  D.D.,  Philadelphia,  life  service;  J.  H. 
Scott,  D.D.,  Princess  Anne,  Md.,  are  all  pastors  of  due 
training  and  experience.  Miss  Carrie  Wiggins,  Wil¬ 
mington,  Del.,  Junior  League  methods,  conducts  classes 
of  demonstration  and  discussion.  She  is  well  fitted  to 
her  work.  F.  H.  Butler,  D.D.,  secretary  for  Epworth 
League,  Chicago,  Ill.,  conducted  climax  period  of  gen¬ 
eral  methods.  His  alertness  and  grasp  of  the  institute 
work  is  truly  admirable. 

The  Student  Council. — The  president  of  the  Student 
Council,  Mr.  Hermon  Brown,  Philadelphia,  was  admitted 
to  membership  in  the  Institute  Commission  this  year.  The 
growing  need  for  greater  co-operation  between  the  di- 
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rectorate  and  the  student  group  is  thus  recognized.  En¬ 
rolled  this  year,  158. 

Inspiration  and  Recreation. — Monday,  August  8,  at  8 
P.  M.,  introduction  of  faculty  and  officers  and  comrade¬ 
ship  meeting.  This  first  meeting  is  always  important  for 
the  new  student,  while  it  gives  the  returned  students  and 
graduates  a  chance  to  present  the  institute  idea  in  songs, 
salutations,  and  hilarity  of  the  occasion. 

Tuesday,  August  9,  8  P.  M.,  Dr.  F.  H.  Butler,  secre¬ 
tary  of  Epworth  League  for  the  colored  Conferences,  pre¬ 
sented  a  pertinent,  modem  message,  “A  Trinity  of  In¬ 
terests — ^The  Rights,  the  Affairs,  the  Souls  of  Mankind.” 

Wednesday,  stunt  night,  conducted  by  Miss  Florence 
Wilson,  proved  delightfully  suggestive  of  what  the  church 
can  do  for  wholesome  amusements. 

Thursday  evening,  institute  talent  night,  directed  by 
Mrs.  Louise  Maxwell,  who  still  holds  the  palm  for  con- 


tion  of  Mrs.  E.  B.  King.  Many  students  get  their  first 
glimpse  of  religious  drama  in  the  institute.  't 

Saturday,  8  P.  M.,  institute  camp  fire — a  climax  serv¬ 
ice,  marked  by  joyous  singing  and  devotional  atmosphere. 
A  novel  feature  was  “The  Rebuilding  of  the  Bible  by 
Quotations” — First-year  students.  Psalms  and  Proverbs; 
second  year.  Gospels  and  the  Acts ;  third  year.  Epistles 
and  Revelation ;  the  faculty  and  advanced  students,  the 
prophets. 

Sunday  Services. — 7.30  A.  M.,  morning  watch,  led  by 
Dr.  J.  T.  Fletcher;  11  A.  M.,  sermon  by  the  Rev.  W.  A. 
English,  pastor  Sharp  Street  Church,  Baltimore ;  3  P.  M., 
life  service  address,  Prof.  P.  O’Connell,  Ph.D.,  Morgan 
College;  7.30  P.  M.,  commencement  exercises;  address  by 
the  Rev.  E.  A.  Haynes,  B.D.,  district  superintendent 
Charleston  District,  Washington  Conference;  diplomas 
awarded ;  certificates. 


cert  work.  These  annual  entei*tainments,  derived  from  Morgan  College. — The  president  and  trustees  of  this 
student  talent,  show  a  steady  advance  in  quality,  which  is  intitution  release  its  entire  facilities  for  our  use  and  com- 
a  tribute  to  the  institute,  regarding  the  sort  of  folk  who  fort  without  charge.  The  registrar  and  clerks  remain 
make  up  the  group.  The  admission  was  twenty-five  cents,  to  maintain  the  service  and  direction  usual  during  the 
proceeds  dedicated  to  institute  expenses.  college  term.  The  crusade  for  endowment  is  to  keep  it 

Friday,  a  formal  pageant  was  exhibited  under  direc-  in  A  class.  It  must  not  fail. 

Lincoln  Conference  Forging  Forward 

By  the  Rev.  H.  T.  S.  Johnson 


AT  THE  Oklahoma  District  Conference  in  July,  Dr. 

/-%  L.  H.  King,  editor  of  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate,  wrote  receipts  for  more  than  half  a  hun¬ 
dred  cash  subscriptions.  While  doing  so,  he  said:  “I 
am  indeed  glad  to  see  you  men  handing  in  subscriptions 
like  this.  They  told  me  it  was  not  worth  while  to  attend 
a  district  meeting  in  the  Lincoln  Conference.”  We  did 
not  ask  who  “they”  were,  but  are  of  the  opinion  that 
“they”  refers  to  general  officers  who,  by  virtue  of  the 
positions  they  hold,  are  jointly  responsible  with  us  for 
the  development  of  our  Methodism  in  the  territory  covered 
by  the  Lincoln  Conference.  We  have  long  since  known 
that  our  general  officers  did  not  like  to  give  time  and  serv¬ 
ice  to  the  work  out  here ;  but  did  not  know,  if  one  should 
show  a  willingness  to  visit  us,  “they”  would  say  to  him: 
“It  is  not  worth  while.” 

Having  given  twenty-one  of  the  best  years  of  my  life 
to  the  development  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  this  hard  and  neglected  field,  I  felt  very  ^keenly  the 
insinuation  that  men,  high  officials  in  the  church,  should 
so  discount  these  years  of  pioneer  service,  together  with 
those  of  others,  even  longer,  and  no  less  self-denying,  as 
not  worth  the  encouragement  of  an  occasional  visit,  es¬ 
pecially  when  that  visit  could  be  made  without  personal 
expense.  Not  being  able  to  forget  Dr.  King’s  remark 
and  its  implications,  after  getting  back  home  I  turned 
to  the  record  as  given -in  the  Methodist  Year  Book  to 
ascertain  how  much  this  estimate  of  the  ministry  and 
membership  of  the  Lincoln  Conference  is  justified.  If 
this  record  is  reliable  (nobody  will  say  it  is  not),  the 
Lincoln  Conference  has  made  a  most  commendable  show¬ 
ing.  Figures  do  not  lie,  so  let  them  talk.  Per  capita 
giving  of  the  twenty  Negro  Conferences  during  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  period  is  as  follows :  Atlanta  Conference,  $5 ; 
Central  Alabama,  $4.66 ;  Central  Missouri,  $6.67 ;  Dela¬ 
ware,  $6.11 ;  East  Tennessee,  $6.82;  Florida,  $4.82;  Lex¬ 
ington,  $6.66 ;  Lincoln,  $6.06 ;  Little  Rock,  $6.96 ; 


Louisiana,  $6.33 ;  Mississippi,  $5.78 ;  North  Carolina, 
$4.62 ;  Savannah,  $2.64 ;  South  Carolina,  $4.01 ;  South 
Florida  Mission,  $8.39 ;  Tennessee,  $2.42 ;  Texas,  $6.05 ; 
Upper  Mississippi,  $5.82;  Washington;  $6.62;  West 
Texas,  $7.33. 

Named  in  the  order  of  the  per  capita  giving,  sever* 
Conferences — South  Florida  Mission,  West  Texas,  Little 
Rock,  East  Tennessee,  Washington,  Louisiana,  Delaware 
— led  the  Lincoln  Conference.  Texas  and  Lincoln  Con¬ 
ferences  tied.  All  others  fell  behind.  Note,  if  you  please, 
that  among  these  others  are  such  great  Conferences  as 
the  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  Mississippi,  Upper 
Mississippi,  and  Lexington. 

The  1927  Year  Book  reveals  that  for  the  first  and 
second  World  Service  years  the  Lincoln  Conference  gives 
leadership  to  the  same  number  of  Conferences,  seven — 
South  Florida  Mission,  Delaware,  East  Tennessee,  West 
Texas,  Florida,  Lexington,  and  Central  Alabama — but 
claims  the  lead  over  one  more  than  during  the  Centenary 
period,  because  the  Texas  Conference,  which  tied  the  Lin¬ 
coln  Conference  then,  falls  twenty  cents  per  member  be¬ 
hind  in  the  two  World  Service  years  recorded.  The 
Florida,  Lexington,  and  Central  Alabama  Conferences 
changed  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  places  with  the  Wash¬ 
ington,  Louisiana,  and  Delaware.  The  Delaware  advanced 
to  the  second  leading  place,  while  the  Washington  and 
Louisiana  are  taking  dust  from  the  Lincoln  Conference. 
In  the  face  of  these  facts,  is  it  just  to  refer  in  disparag¬ 
ing  terms  to  the  labors  of  the  Lincoln  Conference.'*  Does 
not  a  Conference  that  for  two  years  has  outdistanced 
other  great  Conferences  in  World  Service  giving,  deserve 
praise  rather  than  censure;  attention  rather  than  neglect? 

It  has  been  said  by  church  leaders  from  the  episco¬ 
pacy  down  that  what  the  Lincoln  Conference  needs  more 
than  anything  else  is  men  who  can  do  things.  But  Dr.i 
Baketel’s  “Book  of  Numbers”  tells  a  different  story.* 
It  says  that  the  men  of  that  Conference,  with  almost  no 
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episcopal  supervision,  shunned  by  the  general  officers,  even 
in  Annual  Conference  visitation,  too  far  apart  to  buoy 
one  another  in  frequent  group  gatherings,  have  been  able 
to  occupy  eighth  place  among  the  twenty  Negro  Con¬ 
ferences  in  per  capita  giving  for  seven  of  the  most  strenu¬ 
ous  financial  years  in  the  history  of  the  church.  In  other 
words,  the  Methodist  Year  Book  says:  The  Lincoln  Con¬ 
ference  preachers  are  the  “doingest”  ministers  in  Amer¬ 
ican  Methodism,  all  things  considered. 

We  of  the  Lincoln  Conference  have  been  censured  for 
not  having  built  great  churches;  yet,  not  since  1911,  as 
far  back  as  available  records  show,  may  be;  not  since 
this  has  been  a  Conference  have  we  been  able  to  borrow 
a  dime  from  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Ex¬ 
tension.  We  have  been  encouraged,  it  is  true,  by  dona¬ 
tions,  but  they  have  been  too  small  to  put  through  big 
projects  in  strategic  centers.  To  do  a  big  job  in  centers 
like  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Denver,  etc.,  substantial  loans 
are  necessary.  Had  we  been  encouraged  as  other  Con¬ 
ferences,  there  would  be  some  outstanding  church  build¬ 
ings  to  our  credit,  too.  To  illustrate.:  From  1913  to 
1926,  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Exten¬ 
sion  loaned  to  churches  in  the  Delaware  Conference  alone 
$53,926.91.  All  of  this  but  $13,410.44'  at  Atlantic  City, 
and  $1,614.47  at  Burlington,  N.  J.,  was  loaned  to  three 
churches  in  Philadelphia,  one  of  which  (Zoar)  received 
$26,000.  Other  Negro  churches  were  given  substantial 
loans,  as  follows:  Baltimore,  Md.,  St.  Paul,  $1,200.61; 
Bradentown,  Fla.,  $1,360;  Beaumont,  Tex.,  $2,670.90; 
New  Orleans,  People’s  Church,  $3,290;  SI.  Paul,  Minn., 
$3,600;  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  $6,000;  Fort  Smith,  Ark., 
$7,343.75;  New  York,  Mt.  Calvary,  $15,000;  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  JFla.,  $26,000. 


Be  it  far  from  me  to  say  that  any  of  these  causes  were 
not  deserving  of  even  greater  consideration.  Yet  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  the  Lincoln  Conference,  covering  four 
great  States,  including  most  of  the  cities  of  the  Middle 
West,  should  have  been  loaned  money  enough  to  put 
through  at  least  one  project.  Especially  do  I  believe 
so  when  I  note  loans  made  by  the  board  to  white  work 
in  our  territory.  For  instance,  look  at  my  own  State, 
Oklahoma.  Anadarko,  an  agricultural  town  of  3,116 
souls,  was  able  to  borrow  $3,926.80.  Chandler,  another 
town  depending  entirely  upon  agriculture,  with  no  per¬ 
ceptible  growth  in  twenty  years  (population,  1,226), 
borowed  $2,600  to  build  a  church.  Grainola,  just  a  wide 
place  in  the  road,  where  only  eighty-one  people  live,  bor¬ 
rowed  $3,045.76.  Yale,  a  farming  town,  population 
2,601,  secured  a  loan  for  $1,400.  Another  town  of  1,016 
souls,  with  no  prospect  of  future  growth — Yukon  by  name 
— was  loaned  $3,000.  I  cannot  understand  the  mental 
processes  of  those  who  approved  loans  to  churches  in 
such  towns  as  I  have  descri'bed,  and  found  it  unwise  to 
lend  a  single  dollar  to  any  Negro  church  in  the  great 
centers  of  population  within  the  bounds  of  the  Lincoln 
Conference. 

If  the  criticisms  of  this  article  seem  severe,  they  are 
no  more  so  than  the  conditions  under  which  the  men  of 
the  Lincoln  Conference  have  labored  through  the  years. 
Measure  us  by  the  same  standards  that  the  men  in  other 
Conferences  are  measured,  and  we  shall  be  satisfied.  See 
us  in  the  light  of  the  discouragements,  prayers,  and  tears 
necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  these  seemingly  small 
results,  and  you  will,  at  least,  give  credit  for  loyalty  un¬ 
der  difiSculties  and  for  possessing  unusual  faith  in  Him 
whom  we  serve. 


New  College  of  West  Africa 


WHEN  the  last  General  Conference  made  the  Li¬ 
beria  Conference  an  integral  part  of  the  Coving¬ 
ton  Area  at  the  home  base,  it  was  with  a  view  to 
more  efficient  administration  of  that  field  resulting  from 
the  livelier  interest  necessarily  consequent  to  the  closer 
contact.  That  anticipation  is  being  translated  into  fact. 
A  canvass  of  the  educational  situation  will  show  that  in 
regard  to  the  College  of  West  Africa.  Seven  years  ago 
the  plan  was  to  move  the  college  out  of  Monrovia.  Bishop 
Clair  was  convinced  of  the  wisdom  of  rebuilding  on  the 
old  site.  This  accordingly  was  agreed  upon.  A  propo¬ 
sition  was  ratified  to  the  effect  that  if  the  home  base 
would  promise  $15,000  toward  the  erection  of  the  new 
buildings,  the  remaining  $16,000  would  be  raised  among 
the  constituency  on  the  field.  The  Le  Zoute  Conference 
last  fall  gave  its  approval  to  these  plans,  and  decision 
was  made  that  the  work  go  immediately  forward. 

On  his  last  visit  to  Liberia,  Bishop  Clair  made  a  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  actual  work  of  wrecking  the  old  building, 
which  had  been  standing  since  1853.  Ground-breaking 
for  the  new  building,  to  be  known  as  the  Cox  Memorial 
Building  of  the  College  of  West  Africa,  was  held  M'ay 
26  of  the  present  year.  Concerning  the  success  of  that 
auspicious  beginning,  a  letter  to  Bishop  Clair  from  Mr. 
R.  L.  Embree  reads  as  follows : 

“Dear  Bishop  Clair — We  had  our  ground-breaking  ex¬ 
ercises  yesterday,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  week’s  solid  rain 
the  Lord  gave  us  a  perfctly  clear  day — we  had  made 


no  preparation  for  rain,  and  did  not  expect  any.  We  took 
up  a  cash  collection  of  $1,666  or  $1,666.  I  can’t  seem 
to  remember  which.  We’ll  send  you  a  printed  account 
later  on.  This  came  without  a  great  deal  of  preparation 
and  on  short  notice.  We  are  now  going  to  undertake  a 
systematic  canvass  and  campaign  that  will  not  leave  any¬ 
body  out  nor  allow  anyone  to  get  away  without  giving 
something.  Our  total  amount  on  hand  here  in  cash 
raised  in  Liberia  is  about  $8,000,  and  we  are  out  for  a 
total  of  at  least  $16,000,  which  we  expect  you  folks  in 
America  to  match  dollar  for  dollar.  Best  wishes ;  we  are 
all  well,  though  haixl  pressed  for  time  and  energy,  as  it 
is  hot  here  this  year. 

“Sincerely  yours,  R.  L.  Embree.” 

The  College  of  West  Africa  is  the  oldest  school  of 
the  Republic  of  Liberia,  having  been  founded  as  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Seminary  in  1839.  It  was  therefore  quite  appro¬ 
priate  that  the  government  should  have  been  represented 
at  the  ground-breaking  exercises  by  His  Excellency  Ed¬ 
win  Barclay,  Liberian  Secretary  of  State,  who  also  was 
the  presiding  official  of  the  occasion.  The  municipal 
board  was  represented  by  Commissioner  Aaron  J.  George, 
of  the  District  of  Monrovia.  A  formal  address  was  made 
by  Hon.,  D.  E.  Howard,  vice-chairman  trustee  board  of 
the  college.  Dr.  R.  V.  Richards,  district  superintendent, 
and  President  R.  L.  Embree,  of  the  college,  also  partici¬ 
pated  in  these  notable  exercises.  The  church,  with  its 
representatives  of  the  choir,  Sunday  school,  and  Ladies’ 
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Aid  auxiliaries,  assisted  in  the  occasion.  Present  also  of  education  for  the  country.  Dr.  B.  W.  Payne,  secre- 
were  representatives  frcnn  local  steamship  agencies  and  tary  of  public  instruction  for  the  Republic  of  Liberia, 
commercial  houses.  Hon.  E.  Guyatt,  Consul-General  for  has  recently  been  in  the  States  studying  methods  and 
Spain,  spoke  on  behalf  of  foreign  representatives,  and  conferring  with  a  group  of  men  interested  in  Liberia  look- 
Hon.  P.  F.  Simpson  was  master  of  ceremonies.  ing  toward  a  definite  program  of  state  and  church  school 

American  Methodism  owes  it  to  the  cause  of  Chris-  education.  Thus  begins  the  dawn  of  a  new  day  for  the 
tian  education  abroad  to  come  generously  to  the  help  of  enlightenment  and  Christianization  of  the  neglected  thou- 
this  far-reaching  movement  to  rebuild  the  waste  places  sands  in  Liberia.  Who  would  withhold  their  gifts  from 
of  Liberia’s  educational  enterprise.  The  government  of  a  mission  with  such  promising  results?  Let  America 
Liberia  is  itself  awake  to  the  value  of  this  institution  as  raise  the  needed  $15,000.  Contributions  should  go  to 
well  as  of  an  enlarged  and  more  efiScient  general  system  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair,  Covington,  Ky.,  U.  S.  A. 

A  Vital  Memorial 


AT  THE  last  session  of  New  York  East  Conference, 
/-%  Dr.  William  M.  Carr,  of  Goodsell  Memorial  Church, 
Brooklyn,  introduced  a  memorial,  entitled:  “The 
Preparatory  Mem'bership  Class,”  the  content  of  which  is 
of  vital  interest  to  Methodism  generally.  It  has  refer¬ 
ence  to  formal  religious  training  of  our  youth  in  the 
age  of  adolescence;  in  that  time  of  character  formation 
when  influences  for  good  or  ill  have  the  profoundest  sig¬ 
nificance  for  individual  and  social  well-'being. 

Following  is  the  memorial  intended  by  its  sponsors 
to  become  Section  1  under  Paragraph  65  as  of  the  Dis¬ 
cipline  of  1924<: 

“It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  pastor  to  organize  an¬ 
nually  a  class  for  preparatory  membership,  or  ‘confirma¬ 
tion,’  of  boys  and  girls  of  the  ’teen  age,  and  to  instruct 
them  personally  or  by  others  under  his  direction ;  and  at 
Easter,  or  some  other  favorable  time,  recrive  the  class 
into  full  membership  into  the  church  according  to  our 
rules ;  a  report  of  this  class  to  be  made  by  the  pastor  at 
the  Fourth  Quarterly  Conference,”  and  add  the  following 
to  Section  8  of  Paragraph  108: 

“‘And  has  a  class  for  preparatory  membership  been 
formed  among  the  'boys  and  girls  of  the  ’teen  age  this 
year?’  ” — ^David  G.  Downey,  Otto  F.  Bartholow,  George 
E.  Bishop,  A.  A.  Bouton,  J.  Lane  Miller,  Robert  M. 
Moore,  Howard  V.  Ross,  William  M.  Carr,  H.  H.  Meyer. 

If  adopted  by  General  Conference,  the  memorial  will 
bring  several  marked  advantages.  It  will  give  emphasis 
to  what  many  pastors  are  already  doing,  but  will,  be¬ 
sides,  bring  about  the  more  general  practice  and  adoption 
of  this  custom  throughout  all  of  our  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations.  As  the  secular  schools  are  more  critically  em¬ 
phasizing  content  and  machinery  of  their  educational  en¬ 
deavor,  the  church  must  keep  abreast  of  the  needs  of  the 
religious  nature  of  our  youth  by  making  every  provision 
for  enriching  the  vital  religious  experience  of  the  youth 
entrusted  to  her  shepherding.  Speaking  wisely  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  church.  Dr.  Carr,  urging  adoption  of 
the  memorial,  says  rather  aptly:  “We  are  not  supposed 
merely  to  instruct  our  boys  and  girls  intellectually,  but 
during  the  progress  of  the  class,  from  three  to  six  months, 
lead  each  boy  and  girl  into  a  real  experience  of  conver¬ 
sion  and  the  consciousness  of  forgiveness  of  sins.” 

Certainly  the  memorial  reveals  an  awareness  of  the 
urgent  need  of  stronger  emphasis  on  saving  the  youth  to 
the  kingdom  of  God.  As  the  church  contemplates  this 
need  and  ponders  the  inadequacy,  if  npt  looseness,  of  our 
present  method,  there  must  be  distress  of  soul  on  part 
of  the  spiritually  minded,  with  a  moving  desire  to  see 
a  way  of  relief  pointed  out.  This  memorial  sets  out  in 


the  right  direction  toward  a  desired  goal.  With  its 
sponsors,  we  hope  the  entire  church  will  carefully  con¬ 
sider  the  advisability  of,  its  adoption  by  the  approach¬ 
ing  General  Conference.  Likely  it  will  be  presented  to 
the  several  fall  Conferences,  and  we  predict  its  adoption 
with  the  minimum  adverse  discussion,  inasmuch  as  it  meets 
a  most  vital  need  in  the  life  and  machinery  of  the  church. 

Wins  Brilliant  Victory 

Everywhere  there  is  evidence  of  growing  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  purposes  and  accomplishments 
of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  on 
part  of  our  colored  women,  for  whose  benefit  the  so¬ 
ciety  was  organized  nearly  fifty  years  ago. 

Mrs.  Daisy  Bulkley  Taylor,  of  Orangeburg,  S.  C., 
is  in  receipt  of  the  following  interesting  information  from 
the  corresponding  secretary  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  Evanston,  Ill.: 

“It  is  my  pleasure  to  write  you  that  the  Orangeburg 
auxiliary  has  won  the  reward  in  the  auxiliary  visiting 
delegate  contest,  having  made  a  net  gain  of  1,140  per 
cent  and  having  met  all  requirements.” 

Mrs.  Dr.  Taylor,  as  she  is  now  known,  put  on  a 
membership  campaign  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  She 
and  Mrs.  L.  W.  McPherson  were  made  captains,  with 
three  lieutenants  each.  As  a  result,  the  organization 
gained  fifty-seven  new  members,  this  being  the  largest 
gain  for  the  year  anywhere  in  Methodism. 

The  national  convention  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  is  to  meet  in  Baltimore,  Optober  12-19, 
1927.  Mrs.  Daisy  Bulkley  Taylor,  having  been  long 
connected  with  the  society  as  a  public  speaker,  will  be 
an  ex-officio  member  of  the  convention. 

Mrs.  L.  W.  McPherson,  whose  spotless  life  and  effi¬ 
cient  service  everybody  delights  to  honor,  has  been  elected 
visiting  delegate,  and  therefore  will  be  crowned  at  the 
convention  “Miss  Baltimore.”  Mrs.  McPherson,  always 
kind,  thoughtful,  and  dignified,  will  honor  her  auxiliary 
and  be  admired  by  the  convention. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Taylor  has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  South 
Carolina  Methodism,  and  is  proving  herself  to  be  not 
only  a  good  wife,  but  a  brilliant  leader  and  personal 
worker  in  social,  community,  and  church  enterprises. 

What  is  the  matter  with  the  South  Carolina  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society?  It  is  all  right.  Who  says 
so?  Everybody.  Who  is  everybody?  All  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  women  of  South  Carolina.  Rah!  Rah!!  Rah!!! 
— L.  M.  Dunton. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


IXTBUrATIOVAL  S 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
ELIJAH  IN  NABOTH’S  VINEYARD 

FOURTH  QUARTER.  LESSON  III.  OCTOBER  16 


Scripture  Letton — 1  Kings  21. 

A  Retrospect.  Had  it  not  been  for  Horeb, 
Elijah  might  have  remained  in  hiding  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  what  we  would 
call  to-day  a  fugitive  from  justice;  and  the 
charge  against  him  was  a  serious  one — that 
of  murder  which  he  had  committed  under  a 
spell  of  Godly  passion  or  seal  for  God.  But, 
judged  by  the  accepted  ethics  of  his  day,  he 
was  no  criminal — his  murder  was  justifiable. 
He  had  executed  the  law  which  required  the 
death  of  a  blasphemer  or  of  one  who  tried 
to  lead  the  Israelites  away  from  Jehovah. 
If  he  made  any  mistake,  it  was  the  mistake 
of  taking  it  upon  himself  to  execute  a  law 
which  he  had  not  been  authorized  to  execute. 
Probably  he  saw  his  mistake  after  it  had 
been  made.  We  can  almost  read  his  confes¬ 
sion  of  his  mistake  in  the  first  sentence  of 
verses  10  and  14  of  1  Kings  19.  We  can  also 
read  God’s  disapproval  of  his  loss  of  temper 
in  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  verses  of  the 
same  chapter:  he  shoidd  not  have  been  so 
turbulent  and  destructive  as  the  first  three 
scenes  of  the  vision,  but  should  have  mani¬ 
fested  more  self-control,  as  indicated  by  the 
last  scene.  God  uses  other  men,  and  not  His 
prophets,  for  that  kind  of  work  unless  the 
prophet  works  in  conjunction  with  those  in 
the  authority  of  the  government.  And  we 
can  read  God’s  punishment  of  Elijah’s  mis¬ 
take  in  having  Elisha  ordained  in  his  place, 
because  God  would  cut  Elijah’s  life  short 
somewhat  as  He  had  done  to  Moses  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  mistake.  After  this  Elijah  be¬ 
came  resigned  to  whatever  God  should  suffer 
to  come  upon  him.  He  realized  that  God 
was  not  dependent  upon  him,  but  that  he  was 
de^ndent  upon  God.  He  returned  home  to 
fight  the  battles  of  the  Lord  as  before  until 
God  should  call  him — but  no  more  to  fight 
with  the  sword. 

Elijah  Defends  the  Poor  Man’s  Rights.  But 
Elijah  did  not  make  himself  public  again  un¬ 
til  Jezebel  and  Ahab  had  committed  another 
heinous  crime.  They  had  not  only  murdered, 
but  they  had  murdered  for  no  other  reason 
than  that  they  might  come  into  the  possession 
of  the  man’s  property.  They  had  not  only 
killed,  but  had  also  taken  possession  (1  Kiners 
21.  19).  ^ 

Naboth  was  a  poor  man  who  had  inherited 
his  little  homestead,  which  was  adjacent  to 
the  palace  court,  and  was  unsightly  in  com¬ 
parison  with  the  palace  and  its  court.  He 
was  not  able  to  beautify  it  in  keeping  with 
the  tastes  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 
Besides,  Ahab  just  wanted  this  lot  to  round 
out  his  palace  gardens.  Naboth  had  refused 
a  liberal  offer  from  tbe  king.  We  have  sim¬ 
ilar  situations  to-day.  A  certain  section  of 
the  city  becomes  a  rich  man’s  section  with 
palatial  homes,  beautiful  lawns,  and  flower 
gardens,  etc.,  etc.  But  a  poor  man  has  owned 
property  there  for  a  long  time  when  the  rich 
men  were  not  there.  He  refuses  to  sell  out 
and  move  into  a  community  more  in  keeping 
with  his  standard  of  living.  He  has  a  legal 
right  to  remain  there— it  is  his  property,  ac¬ 
quired  honorably.  But  respect  for  the  fitness 
of  things  hardly  justifies  his  staying  there  if 
he  can  find  a  reasonable  purchaser  and  satis¬ 
factory  property  for  sale  elsewhere.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  our  way  of  looking  at  things  to-day,  it 
would  seem  that  Naboth  should  have  accepted 
the  king’s  liberal  offer  and  moved  elsewhere. 
But  the  Israelites  did  not  regard  such  mat-  i 
ters  in  our  way.  Had  Naboth  done  that  he  ( 
would  have  violated  an  accepted  law  of  the  ( 
land  and  of  God— the  law  of  Inheritance,  i 
Inis  law  forbade  the  disposing  permanently  < 
of  an  inheritance  except  to  some  member  of  I 
the  family  (see  especially  Numbers  36.  7).  1 

bo  Naboth  did  not  only  have  a  legal  right  1 
to  remain  where  he  was,  but  he  had  no  re-  i 
ligious  or,  which  Is  the  same  thing,  moral  i 


right  to  do  otherwise.  So  Naboth  was  mur¬ 
dered  because  be  would  not  violate  the  law 
of  his  God  to  satisfy  the  whims  of  the  king. 
This  was  a  greater  crime  than  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  in  killing  the  prophets  of  God  because 
they  were  loyal  to  God.  It  is  also  killing  be¬ 
cause  of  religious  loyalty,  and  in  addition  it 
IS  appropriating  the  dead  man’s  property 

(21.  19).  f  f  3 

Repentance  That  Didn’t  Repent.  Ahab 
would  have  preferred  any  other  man  except 
Elijah  to  know  by  what  means  he  was  com¬ 
ing  into  possession  of  Naboth’s  property. 
Those^  who  had  committed  the  murder  were 
his  friends,  and  did  not  know  for  what  pur¬ 
pose  it  had  been  required  of  them.  But  Elijah 
was  his  inveterate  enemy,  who  did  not  be- 


Naboth  and  all  the  men  killed  unjustly  by 
Ahab’s  wife.  As  he  sowed,  his  family  reapeJ 

SAMDIL  HUSTOK  COIXKOK. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lesson  foe  Sunday,  Ocroan  16,  1927 
“Hast  thou  found  me,  O  mine  enemy  f" 
(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  most  sinful  individual  or  nation  will 
recognize  the  presence  of  God  in  His  serv¬ 
ants,  and  are  afraid.  Ahab  was  absolute,  as 
.  ***®“ff*’t»  his  realm,  yet  when  confronted 
with  the  man  of  God,  he  was  helpless.  His 
sin  had  made  him  weak.  Sin  always  weak¬ 
ens,  and  of  this  we  may  be  sure:  our  sin  will 
find  us  out.  This  is  as  true  of  rulers  and 
nations  ^  of  the  least  of  individuals.  The 
people  without  God  are  free  from  condemna¬ 
tion  as  compared  with  those  who  know  what 
sin  is,  and  are  careless  concerning  it. 

Ahab  had  known  the  God  of  Israel,  but  had 
put  himself  in  the  hands  of  a  wicked  and 
heathen  woman,  and  she  proved  his  ruin. 
When  he  faced  God  again  he  was  reminded 
of  what  he  had  done.  It  is  one  thing  to  be 
a  missionary  and  help  to  save  the  heathen,  and 
quite  another  to  compromise  with  them,  and 
thus  bring  reproach  to  the  cause  of  Christ. 

.3....^ _ _ _  .1  .  _ 


privately  disapprove.  But  he  was  the  one 
man  who  would  be  most  likely  to  give  Ahab’s 
crime  the  greatest  publicity.  And  if  he  should 
make  capital  of  it,  even  many  of  Ahab’s 
friends  would  likely  turn  against  Ahab,  see¬ 
ing  that  no  man’s  possessions  were  secure 
should  for  any  reason  they  become  tempting 
to  the  king.  This  is  what  Ahab  feared — not 
God,  but  the  political  results  should  Elijah 
make  capital  out  of  his  crime.  The  punish¬ 
ment  which  the  prophet  announced  to  him 
(21.  21-24)^  indicated  that  a  bloody  revolution 
would  be  incited  against  him  or  his  house. 
He  did  penance  (21.  27);  but  he  was  not 
penitent  Decause  of  the  crime  committed  in 
his  name.  He  was  not  penitent ;  but  he  was 
simply  sorry  and  scared  because  his  arch¬ 
enemy  had  a  good  case  against  him  which 
would  take  with  the  public;  and  he  saw  no 
way  of  answering  him  or  of  wiggling  out  of 
it.  And  his  fear  was  well  founded.  Prob¬ 
ably  Elijah  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  except 
perhaps  to  put  it  into  Elisha’s  heart  to  in¬ 
stigate  the  revolution  when  the  time  seemed 
advantageous  for  it.  But  his  successor  did 
cause  a  revolution  which  did  not  spend  itself 
before  it  had  completely  destroyed  Ahab’s 
house  and  had  amply  avenged  the  blood  of 


for  them  to  make  merchandise  of  their  po¬ 
sition  and  influence  for  personal  gain.  But 
God  would  find  them  out. 

We  cannot  hide  away  from  God  by  hiding 
behind  another’s  sin  or  excusing  ourselves  be¬ 
cause  of  the  position  we  hold.  God  will  find 
us,  and  every  true-principled  man  or  woman 
will  recognize  our  sin.  Sin  leaves  its  mark  on 
the  offender  and  produces  a  shock  on  the  oh- 
server.  The  non-Ohristian  world  knows  the 
inconsistencies  of  Christian  nations  and  hold 
us  all  responsible  for  them.  When  we  are 
confronted  with  them  by  these  representa¬ 
tives,  we  may  call  them  enemies  or  aliens,  but 
they  often  speak  the  truth. 

Sin  in  Christian  lands  is  more  destructive 
than  in  heathen  lands,  because  it  is  a  sin 
against  Jehovah’s  light,  and  is  without  ex¬ 
cuse.  God  is  the  friend  of  the  heathen  world 
as  much  as  of  the  civilized  races.  He  will 
not  permit  us  to  wrong  them  any  more  than 
he  would  permit  Ahab  to  wrong  Naboth. 
God  in  His  Word  is  an  enemy  to  unright¬ 
eousness  in  dealings  as  well  as  any  other  form, 
and  any  advantage  we  of  this  nation  take 
or  the  other  nfttions  of  e&rth  wc  shftll  irivc 
account  for. 

GAMMON  SEMINABY. 


Epworth  League  Topic 

OCTOBER  16 

MY  CROWD  SEEING,  CHRIST  THROUGH  ME 

(2  Cor.  8.  8;  Gat  2.  20) 


On  some  of  the  mission  fields  it  is  custom¬ 
ary  to  speak  of  the  missionary  as  the  “Jesus 
Man.”  Some  missionaries  therefore  become 
accustomed  to  this  title,  “Jesus  Man.”  How 
perfectly  that  expresses  the  ideal  of  this  les¬ 
son.  We  should  be  Jesus  men  and  women. 
There  is  a  story  of  an  Englishman  who  went 
out  to  India  to  live  in  a  little  village  the  kind 
of  life  he  thought  Jesus  would  live  there. 
He  paid  his  own  expenses,  and  no  mission 
board  was  responsible  for  him.  A  couple  of 
generations  after  this  man  had  died  in  that 
obscure  village  in  the  interior,  a  missionary 
went  to  the  village  and  began  to  speak  of 
Jesus.  A  man  said,  “We  knew  him;  he  lived 
with  us  once.  And  the  story  of  the  life  of  this 
man  was  made  known. 

In  the  days  of  Francis  of  Assisi  a  young 
man  entered  a  monastery.  He  had  been  there 

J _ _ 1 _  1 


not  imagine  himself  preaching  in  the  presence 
of  Francis  of  Assisi  with  only  five  days  of 
preparation.  I  suppose  he  must  have  felt 
like  the  young  man  who  found  President  and 
Mrs.  Coolidge  in  his  congregation  in  South 
Dakota  this  summer.  So  he  went  down  into 
the  market  place  with  him.  For  an  hour  they 
walked  through  the  narrow,  crowded  lanes 
shops  and  bazaars.  In  all  that 
time  Francis  said  nothing  And,  of  course, 
the  younger  man  did  not  speak,  for  he  had 
said  to  himself,  “The  father  is  thinking 
deeply,  or  he  Is  in  prayer.  And  who  am  I 
that  I  should  interrupt  the  prayer  of  Francis 
of  Assisi  ?”  So  in ,  absolute  silence  they  re¬ 
turned  to  the  monastery.  TTie  older  man  said 
good-bye,  and  started  away,  when  the  younger 
man  plucked  up  courage  enough  to  say,  “But 
when  are  we  going  into  the  market  place  to 


ened,  for  he  imagined  that  he  was  to  be  re¬ 
buked  for  some  mistake  which  he  had  made. 
But  when  Francis  told  him  what  he  wanted, 
he  was  even  more  frightened.  For  the  older 
man  said,  “I  want  you  to  go  down  into  the 
market  place  with  me  and  preach.”  He  could 


market  place,  and  we  have  preached.” 
That  is  the  kind  of  preaching  that  really 
counts.  That  Is  the  kina  of  preaching  through 
which  is  seen  the  likeness  of  Christ. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  church  there  was  a 
dispute  as  to  whether  the  followers  of  Jesus 
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should  be  called  Christians,  the  followers  of 
Christ,  or  whether  they  should  be  called 
Chrestians.  The  second  word  changes  the 
1  to  an  e,  or  in  the  Greek,  the  iota  to  an 
epsilon.  The  controversy  reached  Rome  it- 
sdf,  and  we  have  contenworary  records  of 
how  serious  it  became.  The  word  Christian 
means  those  who  live  the  useful  lives.  It  is 
a  testimonial  to  the  impression  they  made  on 
their  contemporaries  that  such  a  title  seemed 
appropriate.  We  are  proud  to  be  called 
Christians;  we  should  also  be  worthy  of  be¬ 
ing  called  Chrestians.  The  great  trouble  with 
Methuselah  was  that  he  had  a  life  with  only 
one  dimension,  length.  We  should  not  be 
content  with  lives  of  but  a  single  dimension. 
There  should  be  depth  sufficient  to  present 
through  them  the  likeness  of  Christ. 

Christ  must  cease  being  an  idea  with  us  and 


become  an  experience.  It  is  possible  to  have 
Him  in  the  mind  by  agreeing  to  the  fact  of 
an  historical  Jesus,  and  then  never  knowing 
Him  in  the  personal  life.  If  the  center  is 
riaht,  the  circumference  will  take  care  of  it¬ 
self.  By  putting  Christ  at  the  center  of  life, 
all  other  relationships  will  adjust  themselves 
properly.  Thus  It  is  necessary  truly  to  know 
Christ. 

Thus  there  comes  back  upon  us  the  necessity 
of  being  ^at  kind  of  a  person  who  is  able 
to  represent  the  Christ  life.  The  most  effect¬ 
ive  or  the  most  useless  interview  made  in  the 
win-my-chum  campaign  will  be  made  long 
before  you  open  your  mouth  to  invite  some¬ 
one  else  to  start  upon  the  Jesus  way.  It  will 
be  made  by  the  life  and  character  which  you 
have  been  showing. — Bruce  Baxter,  Epworth 
League  Quarterly. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Canton,  Hits. — We  have  closed  our  revival, 
which  was  a  great  success.  Twenty 
souls  were  saved.  The  meeting  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  E.  Thomp¬ 
son,  and  the  members  only.  Collection  for 
the  painting  of  two  churches,  $51 ;  for  pastor, 
$81 ;  total,  $82. — Rev.  J,  E.  Thompson,  Pastor. 

Montgomery,  Ala. — The  vacation  Bible 
school  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  conducted  by  Mrs.  A.  B.  Jones,  assisted 
by  Mrs.  L.  A.  Jacobs,  Misses  Jaunita  and 
Annie  Jones,  and  Miss  Caldora  Thompson. 
The  school  was  very  successfully  carried  on 
for  three  weeks;  lifty-live  pupils  were  en¬ 
rolled,  and  each  pupil  was  greatly  benefited. 
A  delightful  program  was  rendered  on  the 
closing  night. — Maxine  Jacobs,  Reporter. 

Bay  Springe,  Miss. — Bethlehem  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Our  revival  closed  with  a 
great  success.  Ten  members  were  added  to 
the  church.  The  meeting  was  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  W.  P.  Ward,  who  assisted  the  pas¬ 
tor.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Hendrix,  pastor, 
preached  a  great  sermon  Sunday  morning  and 
night  from  Isa.  40.  3.  Sunday  morning’s  col¬ 
lection  was  $56.74.  The  Rev.  Ward  remained 
with  us  until  Friday  night,  the  closing  of  the 
meeting.  He  preached  some  strong  and  soul¬ 
stirring  sermons.  Grand  total  collection  was 
$100.38.  Music  was  furnished  by  Mrs.  L.  B. 
Richards,  of  Sandersville,  Miss.— M.  Griffin, 
Jr.,  Reporter. 

Enondale,  Miss. — A  grand  rally  was  con¬ 
ducted  at  Bethel  church  on  the  Tamola  charge. 
This  was  given  for  the  purpose  of  repairing 
our  church.  Dinner  was  served  at  the 
church.  We  had  two  services  during  the 
day,  and  were  glad  to  have  with  us  our  ex¬ 
pastors,  the  Revs.  H.  K.  Roberts  and  F.  L. 
Williams.  Both  brought  inspiring  messages. 
The  Rev.  Williams  preached  at  11  A.  M.  from 
Matt.  8.  7.  The  Rev.  H.  K.  Roberts  preached 
at  3  P.  M.  from  Luke  10.  31,  32.  Collection 
for  the  day’s  services  was  $20;  Sunday  school, 
$2A6;  total  for  the  rally,  $22.46.  The  Revs. 
Roberts  and  Williams  are  always  welcome; 
come  again. — W.  A.  Wiggins,  Pastor;  M.  J. 
Blanks,  Reporter. 

Preston,  Miss. — Bethlehem  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  August  7  was  the  beginning 
of  our  revival.  We  had  with  us  our  beloved 
district  superintendent.  Dr.  D.  L.  Morgan, 
who  preached  two  able  sermons.  He  was 
paid  in  full  for  the  quarter.  The  meeting 
was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  G.  W. 
Vaughan,  and  the  Rev.  £.  D.  Smith,  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  The  meeting  was  a  success 
spiritually  and  financially,  and  we  are  always 
glad  to  have  the  men  of  God  with  us.  Eight 
souls  were  added  to  the  church.  Amount 
raised  throughout  the  quarter  and  revival 
was  $72.11.  A  nice  shirt  was  given  the  pas¬ 
tor.  Pray  for  our  success. — Arleana  Cole¬ 
man,  Reporter. 

Booth,  Ala. — Booth  and  Lomax:  Our  re¬ 
vival  began  the  third  Sunday  in  August  at 
Lomax,  and  was  largely  attended  each  night. 


The  Christians  were  revived.  Four  persons 
were  converted  and  joined  the  church.  At 
Booth  the  revival  began  the  fourth  Sunday 
in  August  with  a  good  old-time  class  meeting, 
which  was  led  by  the  pastor.  At  night.  Dr. 
W.  M.  Jones  preached  a  wonderful  sermon. 
Monday  night,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Knox,  our  pas¬ 
tor  at  Benson,  Ala.,  preached,  and  preached 
through  the  remainder  of  the  week.  He  is  a 
great  preacher.  This  meeting  will  live  long 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Thirteen  were 
saved  from  sin  and  joined  the  church.  We 
are  trying  to  get  ready  to  meet  the  Annual 
Conference  with  a  good  report.  We  are  build¬ 
ing  a  new  church  at  Booth. — J.  T.  M.  Willis, 
Pastor. 

Springfield,  Tenn. — Springfield  Circuit:  The 
Rev.  Johnson  is  ending  up  a  very  successful 
year’s  work.  He  has  just  closed  revivals  at 
all  the  churches.  The  third  Sunday  in  August 
was  a  high  day  at  New  Bethel,  Coopertown. 
This  Sunday  was  rally  day,  and  dinner  was 
served  to  a  large  crowd.  A  large  crowd 
was  present  from  Nashville,  and  among  the 
distinguished  visitors  were  Dean  Sutton,  of 
Walden  College,  who  preached  at  11  A.  M. 
Prof.  Hawkins  and  Mrs.  Sutton  gave  inter¬ 
esting  talks  in  the  afternoon.  The  Misses 
Sutton  and  Miss  Chavis  were  also  present. 
The  Rev.  Johnson  has  labored  very  hard  the 
three  years  he  has  been  pastor,  and  has 
brought  the  circuit  to  the  front.  He  is  es¬ 
pecially  interested  in  the  young  people,  and 
is  giving  his  people  the  best  there  is  in  him, 
and  he  is  lovM  by  all. — Amy  L.  Porter,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Ehrhardt,  S.  C. — The  following  is  tlie  re¬ 
sult  of  the  Rev.  L.  S.  Selmore’s  summer  work 
on  the  Ehrhardt  charge :  At  each  church,  serv¬ 
ices  only  lasted  eight  days.  Mt.  Nebo:  Bap¬ 
tisms,  18;  collection,  ^2.85.  Friendship; 
Baptisms,  36;  collection,  $108.63.  St.  Luke: 
Baptisms,  24;  collection,  $121.95;  accessions 
from  other  denominations,  24;  other  acces¬ 
sions,  38;  total,  62;  total  baptized  from  the 
families  of  the  church,  78,  adding  to  our  full 
membership  roll,  140;  total  collection,  $293.43. 
This  charge  is  planning  to  pay  the  Rev.  Sel- 
more  his  full  salary,  $1,500,  two  months  be¬ 
fore  Conference.  The  Rev.  Selmore  is  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place.  He  is  now 
brautifyiiig  the  churches  on  the  charge  as 
they  never  were  before,  having  just  completed 
the  painting  of  Friendship  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  at  a  cost  of  $560.  A  strong 
membership  is  at  his  side. — Reporter. 

Covington,  Ky. — Bishop  and  Mrs.  M.  W. 
Clair  are  comfortably  and  happily  located  in 
their  beautiful  new  home  at  1040  Russell  St.. 
Covington,  Ky.  On  Tuesday  evening,  Sep¬ 
tember  20,  from  8.30  to  10.80,  they  were  given 
a  reception  at  their  home  by  the  members  of 
Ninth  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Clair  belong  and  of 
which  the  Rev.  R.  F.  Broaddus  is  pastor. 
About  200  persons,  representatives  from  all 
the  churches  in  Covington,  as  well  as  our 
own  membership,  came  and  went  during  re¬ 
ceiving  hours.  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Clair  received 
much  beautiful  silver  from  the  church,  as  well 
as  presents  from  individual  members.  De¬ 
licious  refreshments  were  served.  We  as  cit¬ 
izens  are  very  glad  to  have  Bishop  and  Mrs. 


Clair  as  residents  among  us,  and  they  In  turn 
are  very  appreciative  and  gracious  of  the 
courtesies  shown  them. — M.  C.  Broaddus,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Lawrenceburg,  Tenn. — St.  John  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  The  following  members 
paid  in  the  rally  which  was  conducted  Sep¬ 
tember  4  for  the  pastor.  We  have  less  than 
fifty  members,  and  only  one  third  of  these  are 
active  workers:  R.  M.  Parker,  O.  J.  Sum- 
merhill,  and  J.  A.  Bumpers,  $2  each;  Mrs.  M. 
Davis,  $1.25;  Mrs.  I.  Parker,  $1.80;  Mesdames 
B.  Parker,  E.  Neal,  B.  Jefferson,  H.  Davis, 

A.  Buchannon,  A.  Wigfall,  A.  Morton,  $1 
each;  Miss  F.  Welch,  $1;  Mr.  J.  Welch,  $1; 
Mr.  L.  Bumpers,  50  cents;  Mrs.  S.  Craig,  75 
cents ;  several  paid  25  cents ;  total  raised, 
$37.93.  This  was  a  joint  rally  with  West 
Point  and  I.awrenceburg.  We  regret  that 
this  charge  is  not  able  to  pay  our  beloved 
pastor  full  salary,  as  he  should  be  getting 
more  than  $1,000  per  year.  He  looks  after 
every  cause  of  the  church,  and  we  are  hoping 
that  the  bishop  will  return  him  to  us  and  his 
good  wife,  who  helps  him  in  every  effort.  The 
Ladies’  Aid  gave  him  $5  in  the  rally. — R.  M. 
Parlor,  Reporter. 

Abingdon,  Va. — The  Charles  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church:  As  the  close  of  the 
Conference  year  is  at  hand,  we,  as  members 
and  friends  of  the  church,  feel  like  the  Pil¬ 
grims  felt  when  they  landed  upon  America’s 
soil.  They  set  apart  a  day  of  thanksgiving; 
in  that  day  they  knelt  and  thanked  the  Al¬ 
mighty  for  allowing  them  to  meet  with  grand 
and  noble  success.  We  certainly  have  had  a 
pleasant  year’s  work ;  every  auxiliary  has 
shown  its  colors,  and  we  have  made  great 
accomplishments,  spiritually  and  financially. 
We  often  remember  the  words  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty  when  He  said,  “Seek  ye  first  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  and  his  righteousness,  and 
all  these  thing:s  shall  be  added  unto  you.” 
We  first  sought  the  ones  that  needed  Christ; 
after  being  successful,  we  began  to  improve 
our  church.  Our  conscientious  pastor  made 
plans,  and  we  kindly  catered  to  th^m,  and 
we  have  made  unspeakable  improvements.  As 
the  end  draws  near  we  happily  look  over  this 
as  being  a  well-spent  year — a  year  of  his¬ 
torical  evtnts  (that  will  long  ring  in  the  minds 
of  Charles  Wesley’s  members  and  friends. 
We  do  not  desire  the  credit  ourselves,  but 
attribute  it  to  our  dear,  beloved  pastor,  the 
Rev.  F.  D.  Thomas.  We  have  worked  all 
the  year,  but  it  has  been  a  work  very  much 
needed.  Sunday,  September  11,  was  set  apart 
by  the  officials  of  the  church  for  a  rally.  This 
rally  was  to  get  sufficient  funds  to  close  the 
year  with  all  claims  paid  up.  In  this  effort 
we  were  very  successful,  and  funds  collected 
amounted  to  $200,  which  will  permit  us  to 
square  up  the  year  financially.  As  this  has 
been  such  an  excellent  year,  we  trust  the 
coming  one  will  be  even  better. — Reporter. 

Biloxi,  Miss. — The  opening  night  of  our  fall 
drive  was  a  high  time  in  Zion.  Never  in  the 
history  of  our  church  in  Biloxi  have  we  had 
a  meeting  to  excel  the  fall  opening  night, 
September  14.  Our  hard-working,  hustling 
pastor,  the  Rev.  P.  H.  Rembert,  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  bringing  folks  to  Biloxi  from  one 
end  of  the  coast  to  the  other,  and  even  from 
New  Orleans,  La.  The  Scripture  lesson  was 
read  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Leach,  of  Handsboro; 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Alexander,  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Biloxi.  The  church  was 
packed  from  pulpit  to  the  door,  and  both 
choirs  rendered  excellent  music,  with  Mrs.  A. 

B.  Pittard  presiding  at  the  organ.  Prof. 
Nichols,  the  principal  of  our  city  school,  de¬ 
livered  the  welcome  address  in  his  usual  elo¬ 
quent  way.  In  his  able  address,  the  Rev.  .1. 
M.  Shumpert,  our  great  pastor  of  Pass  Chris¬ 
tian,  said  many  commendable  things  about 
the  fall  drive.  Dr.  Shumpert  is  a  great  man, 
and  is  much  loved.  The  Rev.  A.  L.  Holland, 
our  brilliant  pastor  of  Bay  St.  Louis,  was  in¬ 
troduced,  and  in  well  chosen  words  the  Rev. 
Holland  Introduced  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones.  We 
are  delighted  to  say  our  beloved  bishop 
preached  the  sermon  of  his  life,  using  for  his 
subject,  “The  Christian  Warfare.”  May  the 
Lord  continue  to  bless  Bishop  Jones.  ThC  fi 
Rev.  J.  B.  Campbell,  our  pastor  at  Oceap,] 
Springs,  made  a  fine  impression  in  his  address. 
Dr.  Kyle,  our  city  physician,  said  many  good 
things.  The  Williams  quartet  rendered  fine 
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kiusic.  The  Revs.  ■  Smith,  Andrews,  and 

tepto,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  added  much 
)  our  service.  Dr.  Simms,  of  the  Colored 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  helped  to  push 
things  on.  Bros.  Jacob,  of  Gautier;  Hon. 
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Thomas  I.  Keys,  of  Ocean  Springs;  and  Wm. 
Robinson,  of  New  Orleans,  played  well  their 
parts..  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  Rembert,  knows 
how  to  put  the  program  over  the  top. — Re¬ 
porter. 


District  Activities 


The  Church  School  year 
begins  with  October. 

For  this  reason 
The  October  number  of 

THE  ELEMENTARY  MAGAZINE 


Quarterly  Conferences 

BENTON,  LA. 

Newlight  Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  Our 
fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  Sep¬ 
tember  7,  with  the  district  superintendent  In 
the  chair.  The  roll  was  called,  and  all  ofiScers 
were  present  except  three,  the  same  being 
ill.  Paid  district  superintendent  in  full  for 
the  year,  $4i90;  paid  for  building  and  im¬ 
provements  this  quarter,  $970;  raised  this 
quarter  for  all  purposes,  $660.  The  district 
superintendent  was  well  pleased  with  the 
work  done,  and  the  church  is  in  fine  shape. 
We  had  the  pleasure  of  having  with  us  the 
Rev.  Dr.  G.  W.  Alston,  who  delivered  an 
able  sermon.  We  have  closed  with  a  good 
year’s  work,  and  the  Lord  has  been  with  us. 
The  pstor’s  wife  has  been  ill  for  five  months, 
but  IS  very  much  improved  at  this  writing. 
— Rev.  A.  B.  Venable,  Pastor. 

BILOXI,  MISS. 

Our  third  Quarterly  Conference,  August 
80,  was  a  great  success.  All  officers  and 
members  were  present  with  written  reports 
which  showed  the  charge  to  be  in  a  progres¬ 
sive  condition.  Our  beloved  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  E.  A.  Wilson,  was  on  time, 
held  the  quarter,  and  preached  the  same 
night.  His  sermon  on  the  Christian  life  win 
fine.  We  raised  on  Tuesday  night  during 
the  Quarterly  Conference,  $40;  paid  the  pas¬ 
tor  for  the  quarter,  $310;  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  $32;  total  for  all  causes,  $663.  Pen¬ 
sion  and  Relief  and  Episcopal  Fund,  paid 
in  full.  Our  pastor.  Rev.  P.  H.  Rembert, 
knows  how  to  put  the  program  over  and 
our  church  is  moving  by  leaps  and  bounds, 
and  we  are  proud  of  him. — Reporter. 

P  FORT  LAUDERDALE,  FLA. 

St.  .John’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch: 
Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
September  16-18,  with  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Rev.  John  W.  Wesley,  D.D.,  presiding. 
Notwithstanding  the  illness  of  the  pastor,  the 
officers  were  present  and  rendered  splendid 
reports.  Fort  Lauderdale  is  proud  of  her 
district  superintendent,  and  showed  it  in  the 
treatment  accorded  him.  Our  new  church  is 
moving  along  nicely,  and  when  completed,  we 


will  have  one  of  the  best  on  the  east  coast. 
Sunday  will  be  long  remembered.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  preached  an  able  and 
profound  sermon.  At  night  the  Rev.  A.  Mc¬ 
Coy  favored  us  with  a  splendid  message.  The 
leaders  and  officers  are  to  be  commended  for 
the  way  they  handled  the  affairs  of  the  Con¬ 
ference:  Mesdames  S.  Aldridge,  E.  McCoy, 
E.  Robinson,  and  A.  Williams.  Paid  district 
superintendent  in  full,  $30.— Elisa  Robinson, 
Reporter. 

HOLLY  SPRINGS,  MISS. 

A  community  welfare  convention  was  held 
in  connection  with  our  third  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference,  September  7-11;  preaching  each  day 
at  11  A.  M.  and  8  P.  M.  Many  stirring  ser¬ 
mons  were  delivered  by  our  beloved  pastor, 
the  Rev.  J.  W.  Jones.  From  1.30  to  3  P.  M. 
was  given  to  discussion  and  reading  of  papers, 
as  follows:  Wednesday,  Miss  Ruby  Ross  pre¬ 
siding;  subject,  “Are  Church  Services  What 
They  Should  Be?  Why  Not?”  Thursday, 
Miss  Nina  V.  Taylor  presiding;  subject, 
“Who  Is  Responsible  for  the  Training  of  the 
Leaders  of  the  Future  Church?”  Friday, 
Prof.  Berry  presiding;  subject,  “Are  the 
Young  Folk  as  Good  as  They  Were  Ten  Years 
Ago?  If  Not,  Why  Not?”  The  many  very 
excellent  papers  read  and  inspiring  talks 
made  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  The  Rev. 
A.  G.  Cole,  district  superintendent,  presided 
at  the  Quarterly  Conference  in  a  brotherly 
manner.  Raised  during  the  Conference,  $76. 
— Miss  Nina  V.  Taylor,  Reporter. 

PHILADELPHIA,  MISS. 

Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Mt.  Zion,  September  18  and  19,  Dr.  D.  L. 
Morgan,  district  superintendent,  presiding. 
The  Conference  was  opened  by  the  Rev.  C. 
W.  Walker.  'The  district  superintendent 
made  some  touching  remarks  concerning  the 
district.  The  roll  was  called,  and  every  mem¬ 
ber  was  present.  The  district  superintendent 
was  paid  in  full.  We  raised  in  the  Quarterly 
Conference,  .$60;  total  raised  this  quarter, 
$300.  This  was  one  of  the  best  Conferences 
held  on  the  circuit.  Dr.  Morgan  preached 
at  11  A.  M.,  Sunday,  to  a  crowded  house. 
Forty-five  partook  of  the  communion. — Rev. 
F.  L.  Woods,  Pastor;  C.  L.  Hopson,  Reporter. 


Reports  of  District  Conferences 


COLUMBUS 

The  annual  session  of  the  Columbus  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  convened  in  Wiley  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Springfield,  Ohio, 
August  2-7,  with  our  beloved  brother  and 
district  superintendent.  Rev.  T.  L.  Ferguson, 
presiding.  This  annual  session  is  asserted  by 
many  as  being  the  best  ever  held  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Columbus  District.  There  were 
many  factors  which  contributed  to  the  great 
•access.  Realizing  the  wonderful  ministerial 
|mreer  of  our  district  superintendent.  Rev. 
T.  L.  Ferg^on,  many  notes  of  appreciation 
Were  sounded  on  behalf  of  his  most  excel- 
knt  brotherly  leadership.  Dr.  Ferguson  had 
^rved  as  district  superintendent  on  the  old 
Bowling  Green  District  in  1894;  Columbus 
District  in  1897  for  six  years,  and  again  in 
1*22.  He  is  now  serving  his  sixth  year  on 
mis  district.  The  district  has  grown  rapidly 
•Older  his  leadership. 

The  various  adciresses,  papers,  and  lec¬ 
tures  were  very  inspirational,  full  of  thought 
Mid  power.  The  reports  from  the  pastors  and 
“>e  various  secretaries  representing  each  de- 

kiPartment  of  the  churches  showed  that  every 
terest  of  the  church  had  been  well  cared 
•f  in  every  respect. 

It  was  indeed  a  great  privilege  to  have 
*ith  us  as  our  distinguished  guest  the  Rev. 


John  W.  Robinson,  D.D.,  pastor  St.  Mark 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  New  York  City. 
His  presence  added  to  the  success  of  the 
Conference.  On  Thursday  evening  Dr.  Robin¬ 
son  gave  a  very  timely  and  wonderful  lecture 
to  a  crowded  audience.  The  Conference  ex¬ 
tended  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Crook,  pastor  of  Wiley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  his  good,  faithful  members  for 
the  splendid  entertainment  which  was  received 
by  all. — John  W.  Patton,  Reporter. 

DURANT 

The  Durant  District  Conference  convened 
August  9  on  the  Louisville  circuit.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  Rev.  C.  V.  Heffner, 
brought  us  a  very  inspiring  message.  After 
the  devotional  service  the  roll  was  called  and 
most  of  the  pastors  were  present.  TTie  Con¬ 
ference  was  organized  by  electing  G.  W. 
Hunt,  secretary.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Walton, 
by  request  of  the  district  superintendent,  read 
a  very  carefully  prepared  report  on  the  work 
of  the  district.  Several  pastors  also  pre¬ 
sented  reports.  On  Thursday  morning  the 
Conference  was  favored  with  the  presence  of 
Dr.  L.  M.  McCoy,  president  of  Rust  College, 
who  addressed  the  Conference.  A  collection 
of  $116  was  given  him  for  the  school  by  the 
charges  on  the  district. 

The  following  noinisters  were  introduced  to 


has  been  made 

a  veritable  gold  mine 

of  material  and  help 
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the  Conference:  the  Revs.  B.  F.  Woolfolk, 
J.  H.  Talbert,  district  superintendent  Stark- 
ville  District;  J.  W.  Byrd,  E.  D.  Mont¬ 
gomery,  L.  V.  Kinard.  All  spoke  words  of 
greeting  to  the  Conference.  This  was  one 
of  the  best  Conferences  in  the  history  of  the 
Durant  District.  The  Rev.  L.  D.  Campbell 
and  his  good  people,  together  with  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Baptist  Church,  know  how  to 
make  things  pleasant  for  visitors.  The  writer 
acted  as  evangelist  during  the  Conference, 
and  two  persons  were  converted  and  joined 
the  church.  The  following  ministers  preached 
strong  sermons  during  the  Conference:  the 
Revs.  A.  Wilson,  R.  B.  Adams,  J.  H.  Wes¬ 
ley,  J.  P.  Watson,  J.  C.  Weatherly,  J.  H. 
Everett,  J.  M.  Walton,  and  the  writer,  G.  W. 
Hunt.  This  closed  one  of  the  best  District 
Conferences  the  Durant  District  has  wit¬ 
nessed  since  Sts  organization.  The  next  ses¬ 
sion  goes  to  Kosciusko. — G.  W.  Hunt,  Re¬ 
porter. 

FORT  SMITH 

The  twenty-sixth  session  of  the  Fort  Smith 
District  Conference,  Sunday-school,  and  Ep- 
worth  League  ConveYition  convened  in  Adams 
Chapel,  North  Little  Rock,  August  81  to 
September  4.  The  Rev.  J.  L.  Bryan,  district 
superintendent,  presided,  who  also  conducted 
the  devotions.  The  communion  was  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  Revs.  A.  R.  Ray,  W.  McIn¬ 
tosh,  P,  F.  Scruggs,  and  M.  McCrosky;  nine¬ 
teen  communed.  Truly  this  was  a  great  ses¬ 
sion.  All  pastors  answered  to  their  names 
except  three,  one  of  whom,  the  Rev.  W.  D. 
Evans,  had  wrapped  his  mantle  about  him 
and  passed  to  the  other  shore.  The  morning 
hours  were  devoted  to  District  Conference 
work,  and  the  afternoon  to  the  convention 
work.  The  Conference  was  organized  as  fol¬ 
lows:  the  Rev.  M.  McCrosky,  secretary;  P.  F. 
Scruggs,  assistant;  the  Rev.  B.  F.  Neal, 
treasurer;  Mrs.  Minnie  Moses,  assistant;  the 
Rev.  A.  R.  Ray,  statistician;  the  Rev.  A.  L. 
Buchanon,  assistant.  The  secretary  was 
chosen  as  reporter  to  the  Southwestern.  The 
reports  of  the  pastors  and  all  district  officers 
showed  that  the  kingdom  of  God  had  not 
been  neglected.  Despite  the  crisis  this  year 
we  were  in  advance  along  all  lines.  Our  Con¬ 
ference  was  graced  with  many  distinguished 
visitors:  Drs.  W-  S.  Sherrill,  of  the  Little 
Rock  District;  J.  H.  Hatchett,  Forest  City 
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District;  W.  C.  Rivers,  Texarkana  District; 
C.  L.  Hill,  of  the  Texas  Conference;  S.  Mc¬ 
Donald,  White’s  Memorial;  J.  A.  Brock, 
Sweet  Home;  Osberne  Ntisiko,  a  native  of 
Africa,  accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Brown,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  All  reflected  credit  upon  themselves. 
Other  distinguished  visitors  were  Dr.  R.  H. 
McAllister,  manager  of  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate,  who  laid  the  paper  on 
the  hearts  of  many,  and  twenty  cash  subscrip¬ 
tions  were  taken.  The  mayor  of  the  city 
brought  to  us  a  burning  message  which 
vouchsafed  for  the  Conference.  Last,  but  not 
least,  the  Conference  felt  that  it  had  awak¬ 
ened  from  a  long  night  of  sleep  when  our  own 
Bishop  M.  W.  Clair,  of  the  Covington  Area, 
addressed  us.  He  spoke  out  of  his  heart. 
Truly  he  is  a  big  brother. 

Philander  Smith  College  was  well  reprer 
sented  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Cox;  $132  was  received 
from  the  district.  The  convention  work  was 
a  record-breaker,  under  the  leadership  of  M. 
McCrosky.  All  ofiBcers  were  re-elected  with 
the  exception  of  two:  Miss  Lucy  Bulenton, 
corresponding  secretary;  Mrs.  Minnie  Moses, 
distri:^  Junior  League  superintendent.  Great 
gospel  messages  were  delivered  by  the  Revs. 
B.  F.  Littlejohn,  G.  W.  Perry,  W.  L.  Turner, 
A.  R.  Ray,  P.  H.  Myers,  and  the  writer. 

Thus  closed  a  great  session,  to  meet  at 
Roland,  Ark.,  1928. — M.  McCrosky,  Reporter. 

LEXINGTON 

The  seventieth  session  of  the  Lexington  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference,  together  with  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society,  met  at  Gunn  Tab¬ 
ernacle,  Lexington,  Ky,  August  3,  with  the 
Rev.  L.  £.  Jordan,  district  superintendent, 
in'  the  chair.  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  the 
same  week  were  devoted  to  the  work  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  Mrs. 
MoUie  Redmond  presiding.  Wednesday 
morning  the  district  superintendent  took  the 
chair,  and  after  devotions,  conducted  by  the 
Revs.  F.  H.  Bunton  and  John  Saunders,  the 
roll  was  called  and  most  of  the  pastors  were 
present.  The  Conference  was  then  organized 
and  the  Rev.  Eugene  Flournoy  was  elected 
secretary,  and  Mrs.  C.  D.  C.  Mebane  and  the 
Rev.  £.  B.  Hamblen,  assistants;  the  Rev.  F. 
H.  Bunton,  reporter  to  the  W.  C.  A.,  and  the 
Rev.  R.  L.  Dickerson,  reporter  and  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate;  the  Revs.  R.  E.  Skelton  and  M.  L. 
Bellinger,  reporters  to  the  local  papers. 

The  following  visitors  were  present  and 
stimulated  the  inference  with  their  inspir¬ 
ing  addresses:  the  Rev.  F.  P.  Fielding,  former 
pastor;  Mrs.  Daisy  Bulkley  Taylor;  ihe  Rev. 
G.  W.  Tindull,  district  superintendent  Louis¬ 
ville  District;  the  Rev.  N.  D.  Shamborguer, 
R.  E.  Jones  Temple,  Louisville;  Dr.  D.  D. 
Martin,  representing  the  Stewart  Foundation 
Fund  of  Gammon,  and  Dr.  B.  F.  Smith,  of 
Detroit,  and  many  other  local  visitors.  The 
holy  communion  was  administered  by  the 
district  superintendent  and  ministers.  The 
Rev.  L.  W.  E.  Watson,  of  Versailles,  preached 
the  opening  sermon  of  the  Conference;  sub¬ 
ject,  "Exceeding  the  Speed  Limit.”  The  re¬ 
ception  given  in  honor  of  the  Conference  was 
all  that  could  be  desired.  Welcome  addresses 
were  given  by  Dr.  J.  K.  Polk,  Mrs.  T.  T. 
Wend^,  Miss  Mary  Buckner,  and  Mr.  Sam¬ 
uel  McDonald;  response  in  behalf  of  the 
Conference  by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Chinn,  pastor 
at  Georgetown,  Ky.;  greetings  from  Bishop 

M.  W.  Clair  were  read  and  a  suitable  re^ 
sponse  ordered  sent  by  the  secretary. 

Thursday  morning,  at  11  A.  M.,  Dr.  D.  D. 
Martin,  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary, 
delivered  an  excellent  address  on  “The  Power 
of  the  Gospel.”  ITje  Conference  was  one  of 
the  best  in  the  history  of  the  district.  The 
reports  of  the  pastors,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  and  auxUiaries  showed  an  increase  over 
last  year  up  to  the  present  time  in  most 
items.  Dr.  R.  F.  Broaddus,  of  Covington, 

£  reached  Friday  morning  on  “The  Long 
ieet.”  Dr.  N.  D.  Shamborguer,  of  Louis- 
vflle,  preached  Thursday  nint  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  "The  Man  and  the  Book”;  the  Rev.  E. 
E.  Hamblin,  on  Saturday,  from  the  subject, 
“The  King’s  Highway.”  The  Rev.  F.  H. 
Bunton,  of  Maysville,  represented  the  Ep- 
worth  League  in  an  address,  and  the  Rev. 
R.  E.  Skelton  represented  the  Sunday  school. 
Dr.  B.  P.  Smith  delivered  the  lecture  of  the 
Conference  on  “Enlightenment  of  the  Negro 


Race.”  It  was  a  masterly  address.  Saturday 
evening  was  devoted  to  sight-seeing,  directed 
by  the  Rev.  H.  B.  Chatman  and  Mr..J.  C. 
Johnson,  which  was  greatly  enjpyed.  Sun¬ 
day  was  a  high  day  in  Zion.  The  Rev.  L.  E. 
Jordan,  district  superintendent,  preached  at 
11  A.  M.;  the  Rev.  D.  E.  Skelton,  3  P.  M., 
and  at  8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Dickerson  gave 
way  to  Mrs.  Daisy  Bulkley  Taylor,  who  de¬ 
livered  the  message.  Too  much  credit  can¬ 
not  be  given  to  the  pastor.  Rev.  M.  L.  J. 
Bellinger,  and  his  good  wife  and  people  for 
their  ideal  entertainment  and  accommoda¬ 
tions.  The  next  session  will  be  held  In  Paris, 
Ky.,  1928.  Eight  subscriptions  were  secured 
for  the  Southwestern. — R.  L.  Dickerson,  Re¬ 
porter. 

MONROE 

The  ninth  session  of  the  Monroe  District 
Conference,  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  convened  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Monroe,  La.,  August  17-21, 
1927,  the  Rev.  C.  Spears,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  presiding.  The  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  was  administered  by  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  assisted  by  the  Revs.  A.  Booker, 
J.  E.  Brown,  I.  E.  Badie,  S.  Robinson,  and 
R.  E.  White. 

The  Conference  was  organized  by  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Brown,  secretary,  J.  L. 
Jackson,  assisting;  Mrs.  L.  Howard,  statis¬ 
tician;  Mrs.  J.  E.  Brown,  reporter  to  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate;  B.  R. 
Jackson,  treasurer. 

The  opening  address  by  the  district  super¬ 
intendent  was  filled  with  inspiration  and 
showed  marked  progress  made  during  the 
three  years  of  his  administration. 

A  very  cordial  welcome  was  extended  the 
Conference  by  the  following:  Mrs.  B.  R. 
Jackson,  on  behalf  of  the  local  church;  Dr. 
J.  T.  Miller,  on  behalf  of  the  professional 
men.  The  Rev.  A.  Booker,  of  Monroe,  La., 
in  a  scholarly  manner  made  the  response  on 
behalf  of  the  District  Conference. 

On  Thursday  the  business  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  proper  began  by  listening  to  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent’s  report,  which  showed 
that  he  had  not  been  idle.  Some  of  the  pas¬ 
tors’  reports  showed  a  decrease,  nevertheless 
they  were  not  altogether  discouraged. 

The  following  visitors  were  present  and  ad¬ 
dressed  the  Conference:  Prof.  Robt.  B. 
Hayes,  dean  of  New  Orleans  University: 
Prof.  A.  L.  McAllister,  business  manager  of 
the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  The 
dean  of  New  Orleans  University  told  of  the 
good  work  done  by  the  school  toward  help¬ 
ing  relieve  the  world  of  ignorance.  The 
business  manager  of  the  Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate  told  of  the  good  work  done  by 
the  paper  toward  helping  relieve  the  world 
of  prejudice. 

'The  following  ministers  preached  wonder¬ 
ful  .sermons:  the  Revs.  J.  E.  Brown,  R.  E. 
'White,  S.  Robinson,  A.  Booker,  J.  L.  Jackson. 

The  following  topics  were  discussed:  “How 
Can  We  Train  Young  People  for  Mission 
Work?”  “Relation  of  the  Pastor  and  His 
Wife  to  the  Sunday  School”;  “How  to  Inter¬ 
est  Young  People  in  Church  Work”;  “Pulpit 
Decorum”;  “The  Duties  of  Class  Leaders.” 

The  following  delegates  were  elected  to  the 
Area  Council,  to  accompany  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent:  the  Rev.  C.  Spears,  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  ,1.  E.  Brown,  delegates  of  Lake 
Providence,  La. 

The  Rev.  B.  R.  Jackson,  members,  and 
friends  deserve  great  praise  for  the  way  they 
entertained  the  Conference.  The  1928  session 
goes  to  Sterlington,  La. — Mrs.  J.  E.  Brown, 
Reporter. 


DALLAS  DISTRICT  SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
CONVENTION 

The  Dallas  District  Sunday  school.  Ladies' 
Aid,  Woman’s  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Societies  Convention,  and  Epworth  League 
Institute  met  in  Qualls  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Ferris,  "Texas,  August 
16.  The  Rev.  J.  B.  Phoenix,  pastor,  and  the 
Rev.  J.  Henry  Childs,  district  superintendent, 
were  present  Monday  night,  August  15,  and 
took  part  in  the  local  propam,  which  marked 
the  opening  of  one  of  the  best  conventions 
and  institutes  ever  held  on  the  Dallas  Dis¬ 
trict. 

The  f acuity  was  the  best  that  the  church 
had  to  give:  Dr.  Davis,  Port  Worth,  dean; 


Drs.  R.  N.  Brooks,  Gammon  Theological^J 
Seminary,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  T.  B.  Echols,  Sai:4^| 
Huston ;  G.  A.  Deslandes,  Dallas;  S.  £.  Jones^^l 
Fort  Worth;  J.  L.  Wattley,  Dallas,  and  J. 

B*  Phoenix;  Dr.  J.  Henry  Childs,  manager; 
the  Revs.  P.  Rice  and  C.  E.  Connor,  con¬ 
ductors  of  the  morning  watch,  alid  S.  N. 
Harvey,  reporter  to  the  paper.  The  welcome 
addre^es  in  behalf  of  the  various  churches 
were  very  fine  indeed.  Mrs.  I.  Stratford  de¬ 
livered  words  of  welcome  in  behalf  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Mrs.  Bessie 
Bobo,  of  Dallas,  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Harvey,  of 
Mexia,  responded. 

This  convention  was  marked  by  an  unusually 
large  attendance,  punctuality,  interest  mani¬ 
fested  in  regular  periods  for  instruction,  and 
liberal  giving  to  the  various  causes.  The  dis¬ 
tinguished  divines  present  were:  the  Revs. 

J.  W.  Weakley,  J.  W.  Warren,  S.  D.  Mosely, 

B.  F.  Lee,  A.  M.  Mason,  Whitaker,  Feather- 
ston,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  K.  W.  McMillan,  the 
Revs.  J.  W.  Downs,  H.  A.  Jones,  W.  B.  Lott. 
The  following  preached  excellent  sermons: 

J.  B.  Eggleston,  S.  E.  Jones,  J.  W.  Downs. 
Friday  night  Drs.  R.  N.  Brooks  and  T.  B. 
Echols  worked  hard  with  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  pastors,  and  delegates  to  put  over  a 
creditable  showing  on  Sam  Huston  Night. 
Prof.  L.  J.  Wheatley  was  the  principal 
speaker.  A  musicale  was  rendered  on  Sat¬ 
urday  night,  under  the  direction  of  Miss 
Featherston.  The  Rev.  K.  W.  McMillan,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  San  Antonio  District, 
preached  at  the  morning  service  on  Sunday; 
at  3  P.  M.  the  choir  rendered  a  special  pro¬ 
gram,  and  the  closing  sermon  was  preached 
by  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Wattley.  Our  own  Dr.  R. 

N.  Brooks  preached  the  consecration  sermon. 
Invitations  to  attend  Gulfside  were  given 

out  in  this  meeting,  and  resolutions  of  thanks 
to  the  bishop  were  expressed.  We  raised 
more  than  $1,200  for  all  causes;  $227.26  for 
Sam  Huston  College. 

Dr.  Phoenix  had  everything  well  in  hand. 
Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  A.  N.  Carry, 

S.  P.  Gabriel,  Fannie  Newson,  Lillie  Clark, 

O.  Martin,  M.  Thomas,  D.  L.  Littles,  Bro. 
Sanders,  and  others,  of  Lancaster.  The  Rev. 

J.  H.  Childs  knows  how  to  get  results.  Just 
watch  his  lead.  The  Dallas  District  stand^ 
ahead  of  all  the  districts,  and  has  her  hea^H 
turned  toward  North  Fort  Worth,  Thompson^f 
Chapel,  for  the  next  convention. — N.  Har-  I 
vey,  Reporter.  I 


SPARTANBURG  DISTRICT  SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL  CONVENTION 

The  Spartanburg  District,  Sunday  school, 
and  Epworth  League  Convention  convened  in 
Wesley  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
at  York,  S.  C.,  September  7-11,  1927.  This 
church  has  been  under  the  leadership  of  the 
very  eflScient  pastor.  Rev.  A.  P,  Jenkins,  and 
his  wife  for  three  years.  The  opening  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  E.  P.  Bruce, 
of  Cowpen,  S.  C.  Organization  and  the  busi¬ 
ness  sessions  were  carried  out  in  admirable 
style.  Financial  reports  from  the  various 
charges  have  shown  a  marked  improvement 
over  last  year. 

The  condition  of  the  district  proved  that 
with  a  few  exceptions  the  pastors  and  our 
district  superintendent  have  the  work  at  heart 
and  have  been  spending  their  time  to  im¬ 
prove  and  develop  the  Master’s  kingdom. 
The  literary  features  of  the  convention  con¬ 
sisted  of  high-class  essays  and  papers  deliv¬ 
ered  by  the  delegates.  The  sermons  preached 
and  the  papers  read  were  far  above  the  aver¬ 
age,  and  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise 
of  those  who  participated  on  the  program. 
Sermons  were  preached  by  the  Revs.  E.  P. 
Bruce,  R.  E.  Bethea,  S.  M.  Miller,  T.  H. 
Fisher,  G.  A.  Thomas,  H.  L.  Davis,  C.  I. 
Withrow,  and  Dr.  L.  W.  Williams.  All  who 
heard  these  men  of  God  cannot  but  have  > 
deeper  knowledge  of  his  duty  to  man  and 
obligations  to  God. 

The  convention  feels  grateful  to  the  local 
entertainment  committee  for  the  splendid 
manner  in  which  the  delegates  were  taken 
care  of.  Many  thanks  to  them.  All  honor  to 
the  Rev.  A.  P.  Jenkins  and  his  members  aim 
friends;  unstinting  applause  to  our  beloved 
district  superintendent.  Dr.  L.  W.  WlllianM 
for  his  ser^ce  and  leadership  on  the  Spartan^ 
burg  District.  We  must  say  that  he  is  a  man 
of  God’s  own  heart. — G-  A.  Thomas,  Reporter. 
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Schedule  of  Annual  Conferences,  Fall,  1927 


Conference 

Place 

Date 

Bishop 

Louisiana 

Shreveport,  La. 

October  12 

Jones 

Tennessee 

Martin,  Tenn. 

October  12 

Clair 

Central  Alabama 

Anniston,  Ala. 

October  20 

Jones 

Lincoln 

Ardmore,  Okla. 

October  26 

Clair 

North  Carolina 

Greensboro,  N.  C. 

October  26 

Jones 

Texas 

Galveston,  Tex. 

November  23 

Jones 

West  Texas 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 

November  30 

Jones 

Little  Rock 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

November  80 

Clair 

Savannah 

Blackshear,  Ga. 

December  1 

Richardson 

South  Carolina 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

December  6 

Richardson 

Atlanta 

McDonough,  Ga. 

December  14 

Richardson 

Obituaries 

BRANDON — Sister  Leona  Brandon  was 
born  in  Palmetto,  Ga.,  in  1893.  She  was  con¬ 
verted  and  joined  Harris  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  the  age  of  eleven;  was 
a  very  faithful  member,  always  glad  and 
willing  to  do  whatever  was  assigned  to  her 
hand.  Having  finished  her  course  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  school  in  this  county,  she  entered  Clark 
University,  and  while  there,  was  a  faithful 
and  hard-working-student.  During  her  course 
in  Clark  University  she  joined  Warren  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
and  was  there  seen  and  known  as  a  bright  and 
shining  star.  In  the  Sunday  school  and  class 
meetings  and  in  every  avenue  of  the  church 
work  there,  her  light  was  seen  shining,  and  the 
church  was  blessed  because  of  her  work.  On 
the  7th  day  of  February,  1918,  she  married 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Brandon,  who  was  then  pas-j 
tor  of  Ariel  Bowen  Church,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
who  at  this  hour  mourns  her  passing.  God 
gave  to  them  four  precious  children.  With 
him  as  a  loving,  faithful,  and  devoted  wife, 
she  remained  until  the  day  of  her  death.  At 
Ariel  Bowen  Church,  Altanta,  Ga.,  on  the 
River  Town  circuit,  Brantvilie,  Temple,  Aus¬ 
tell,  and  on  the  Hogansville  circuit,  with  him 
as  a  loving,  faithful,  and  devoted  wife  she 
labored.  It  was  from  the  last  place  men¬ 
tioned  where  she  left  him  to  join  the  heavenly 
band.  Friday  evening,  August  26,  bidding 
.  her  husband,  her  loved  ones,  her  troubles,  and 
^everything  in  this  world  farewell,  she  stepped 
finto  the  sweet  chariot  whicli  from  heaven 
had  swung  low;  and  in  it  went  rejoicing  to 
join  the  heavenly  host.  She  leaves  to  mourn 
her  death  a  loving  husband,  a  devoted  mother 
and  father,  one  child,  three  step-children, 
three  sisters,  four  brothers,  and  a  host  of 
relatives  and  friends.  The  funeral  service 
was  held  at  Harris  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Palmetto,  Ga.  Remarks  were 
made  by  the  following  ministers  and  laymen: 
Rev.  B.  F.  Barkley,  Rev.  Joseph  Griffith,  Rev. 
J.  F.  Demery,  Prof.  W.  C.  Strickland,  Prof. 
J.  H.  Clark,  Mr.  J.  H.  Thompson,  J.  H. 
Coverson,  and  C.  H.  Lee.  The  last  three 
mentioned  are  members  of  the  charge  on 
which  the  deceased  finished  her  course.  A 
letter  of  sympathy,  sent  by  Ariel  Bowen 
Church,  was  read  by  Mrs.  G.  M.  Holliday; 
also  a  letter  of  sympathy  from  the  Ministers’ 
Wives’  Association  was  read  by  the  Rev. 
H.  E.  Burns.  The  sermon  was  preached  by 
Dr.  J,  W.  Queen,  district  superintendent  of 
Atlanta  District,  Atlanta  Conference.  He 
used  for  his  text  Isaiah  66.  13.  In  a  very 
touching  way  he  spoke  words  of  comfort  and 
consolation  to  the  bereaved  family. — E.  P. 
Shanks. 

DYSON — John  L.  Dyson,  the  son  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  T.  C.  Dyson,  born  August  12,  1892; 
died  August  27,  1927,  aged  thirty-five  years. 
He  was  reared  in  the  church  and  Sunday 
school.  He  saw  service  in  the  World  War 
and  became  ill  on  his  return.  He  entered  t*he 
Marine  Hospital,  at  which  place  he  died.  His 
body  was  brought  home,  Franklinton,  La., 
for  burial.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by 
his  pastor,  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Bridgett,  assisted 
by  the  Revs.  A.  J.  Scarborough,  John  Bur¬ 
ris,  and  the  writer.  The  funeral  was  largely 
attended.  He  leaves  a  mother,  father,  two 
brothers,  one  sister,  grandmother,  and  other 
relatives  to  mourn  his  passing. — C.  D.  C. 
Bryan,  Reporter. 

?TATE1 — Mrs.  Phoebe  Tate,  beloved  wife  of 
the  Rev.  H.  W.  Tate,  D.D.,  departed  this  life 
Sunday,  July  17,  1927,  at  11.30  P.  M.,  at  her 


home,  920  Lincoln  Avenue,  after  an  illness 
of  ten  days.  Mrs.  Tate  was  born  in  Fliem- 
ingsburg,  Ky.,  August  28,  1861.  After  the 
loss  of  her  mother,  she  was  reared  by  her 
sainted  grandmother,  Mrs.  Phoebe  Brown. 
She  was  married  to  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Tate, 
September  10,  1892,  then  a  widower,  whose 
five  small  children  she  mothered  and  reared. 
Of  their  union  one  child  was  born,  Henry 
Ernest  Tate,  who,  with  the  others,  survive 
her.  The  devotion  of  her  step-children  was 
very  marked  as  the  result  of  her  tenderness 
and  patience  to  them  while  in  their  tender 
years.  She  was  a  faithful  and  loyal  minister’s 
wife,  traveling  with  her  husband  in  his  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  Lexington  Conference  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  for  thirty-five  con¬ 
secutive  years.  She  rendered  great  assist¬ 
ance  in  every  charge  and  endeared  herself 
to  all  fortunate  enough  to  know  her.  She 
professed  religion  in  the  early  part  of  her 
married  life,  connecting  herself  with  the  vari¬ 
ous  charges  of  which  her  husband  was  pas¬ 
tor.  She  was  a  member  of  the  following 
organizations:  The  Ministers’  Wives’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society, 
the  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union, 
and  was  at  the  time  of  her  death  treasurer 
of  the  Friendship  Home  of  the  Lexington 
Conference.  Mrs.  Tate  was  fully  prepared 
to  meet  her  Master,  holding  sweet  communion 
with  Him  during  her  illness.  Realizing  the 
end  was  near,  she  turned  to  her  husband  and 
said,  “Farewell.”  The  last  song  she  was  heard 
to  sing  was  “Jesus  Is  AU  the  World  to  Me.” 
She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  a  devoted  hus¬ 
band,  one  son,  two  step-daughters,  three  step¬ 
sons,  several  relatives,  and  many  friends.  In 
the  words  of  Charles  Wesley: 

“Servant  of  God,  well  done. 

Thy  glorious  warfare’s  past; 

The  battle’s  fought,  the  race’s  won. 

And  thou  art  crowned  at  last.” 

•  — Reporter. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

The  pastor  and  wife  take  this  method  of 
thanking  the  members  of  Lee  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  for  the  quiet  recep¬ 
tion  and  the  tokens  of  respect  tendered  them 
on  the  night  of  August  23,  on  leaving  for  a 
few  weeks’  vacation.  Many,  many  thanks. — 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  L.  Blue,  Bryan, 
Texas. 

We  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  good 
members  of  Weem’s  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  for  the  cash  purse  and  a  nice 
basket  of  choice  groceries  to  comfort  the 
pastor  and  family.  This  movement  was  led 
by  Mrs.  Caroline  Bayliss  and  Mrs.  Mattie 
Johnson.  May  God’s  blessing  ever  be  upon 
these  good  people.— Rev.  J.  J.  Ford,  Pastor, 
Picayune,  Miss. 

We  take  this  method  of  thanking  our 
friends  for  the  many  kindnesses  shown  us 
during  the  recent  illness  and  death  of  our 
mother,  Mrs.  Sallie  Hagins,  and  for  the 
beautiful  floral  designs. — Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Odum,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Hendrix,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Daughtry,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Cooper,  Mrs.  Jessie  B.  Brown,  W.  H., 
Jr.,  and  J.  T.  Odum. 

We  thank  the  members  of  Spertcer  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Musko¬ 
gee,  Okla.,  for  ninefy  pounds  of  choice  gro¬ 
ceries  and  a  small  cash  purse  brought  to  us 
in  a  surprise  pound  party  the  evening  of  Au¬ 
gust  29.  The  presentation  speech  was  made 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Takins,  who  fostered  the  move¬ 


ment.  Pastor  and  wife  responded  in  choice 
words  and  invited  them  to  come  again. — ^The 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  LeRoy  Fields. 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
and  friends  of  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Covington,  Ga.,  for  the  many  pounds 
of  groceries  brought  to  the  parsonage,  led 
by  Sister  Minnie  Rakestraw  and  others.  The 
Ladies’  Aid  board  is  a  real  blessing  to  this 
charge.  On  August  29  the  former  president, 
Mrs.  Maud  Morris,  now  of  Chicago,  visited 
the  meeting  and  gave  a  talk  which  was  en¬ 
joyed  by  all  present.  The  Friendly  Twelve 
Auxiliary  gave  the  pastor  a  pair  of  shoes 
and  other  articles  for  the  District  Confer¬ 
ence.  God  bless  these  good  people. — Mrs.  F. 
I.  Swain,  Reporter. 

Marriages 

JONES — SMITH.  The  marriage  of  Miss 
Aurora  Smith  and  Mr.  James  E.  Jones  was 
solemnized  on  Saturday  evening,  September 

3,  1927,  at  8  P.  M.,  Taylor  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Sedalia,  Mo.  The  cere¬ 
mony  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Lee. 
Before  the  ceremony,  Mrs.  C.  Richards  sang 
“O  Promise  Me,”  accompanied  by  Mrs.  V. 
Ferguson,  who  also  played  the  wedding 
march.  The  bride,  who  was  given  in  marriage 
by  her  father,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  wore  a 
gown  of  white,  fiat  cr^pe,  and  carried  a 
shower  bouquet  of  pink  roses.  Her  veil  was 
caught  with  orange  blossoms.  Mrs.  E.  Scott 
was  matron  of  honor,  and  was  accompanied 
by  Dr.  T.  Smith,  Jr.,  of  Chicago,  brother  of 
the  bride.  The  bridesmaids  were:  Misses  E. 
Hubbard,  Z.  Layne,  E.  Brown,  R.  Hadden; 
groomsmen:  G.  Gravitt,  D.  Holmes,  R.  Smith, 
and  E.  Ireland.  Mrs.  Jones  is  a  young  woman 
of  culture  and  refinement,  and  formerly 
taught  at  George  R.  Smith  College,  Sedalia, 
and  later  in  the  public  schools  of  Parsons, 
Kans.  May  the  dove  the  peace  long  hover 
o’er  their  heads. — Reporter. 

PAYTON— PAYTON.  Mr.  Kallie  Payton 
and  Miss  Myra  Payton  were  joined  in  holy 
wedlock  at  the  bride’s  residence,  ^  September 

4,  1927.  Both  are  prominent  yoiing  people 
of  Bay  Springs,  Miss.  We  wish  for  them  a 
happy  voyage  over  life’s  sea.  The  Rev.  J.  H. 
Hendrix  officiated. — J.  M.  Griffin,  Reporter. 

VAUGHN— HOUSTON.  On  Thursday, 
September  8,  1927,  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Vaughn 
and  Miss  Iva  Houston  were  united  in  holy 
wedlock  at  the  home  of  her  parents.  The 
Rev.  Vaughn  is  our  energetic  pastor  on  the 
Preston  (Miss.)  circuit,  and  he  is  loved  by 
alL  Mrs.  Vaughn  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  V-  Houston,  and  was  a  student  of  Shu- 
qulak  High  School.  They  will  make  their 
home  in  Electric  Mills,  Miss.,  for  awhile.  We 
wish  them  a  long  and  happy  life. — Reporter. 

Crescent  City  Note 

Williams  Methodist  Episcopal  Church — On 
Sunday  August  18,  District  Superintendent 
M.  R.  Walker  preached  his  farewell  sermon 
from  the  subject,  “Go  a  Little  Farther.”  The 
sermon,  so  beautifully  illustrated,  was  en¬ 
joyed  by  all  present.  The  officers  of  the  board 
of  direetors  of  the  Wilson-Messiah  Free  Clinic 
were  installed  by  Dean  R.  B.  Hayes,  of  New 
Orleans  University.  The  clinic  is  doing 
effective  work  for  those  who  are  not  able  to 
pay  for  treatments.  Dr.  Thad.  Taylor  has 
given  free  treatment  amounting  to  ?910  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  nine  months;  Mrs.  Anna  Mes¬ 
siah,  R.N.,  rendered  service  to  the  amount 
of  $180;  and  the  Rev.  J.  Wesley  Turner,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Williams  Church  and  president  of  the 
board  of  directors,  rendered  service  to  the 
amount  of  $360.  Four  patients  were  treated 
in  Flint-Goodridge  Hospital  through  the  kind¬ 
ness  of  Dr.  Heath  free  of  charge  Services 
rendered  by  others  amounted  to  $76.  Dona¬ 
tions  from  Broadway  Baptist  Church,  through 
»Mrs.  M.  H.  Brown,  $12;  entertainment  by 
Mrs.  Brown,  $10.  The  grand  total  in  serv¬ 
ices  rendered  and  other  expenses  amounted  to 
$2,268.30.  On  September  21,  the  fourth  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference  was  held.  The  foQowing 
visitors  were  present:  Revs.  J.  B.  Johnson, 
H.  B.  F.  Charles,  W.  H.  Lang,  R.  B.  Hayes, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  M.  R.  Walker,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
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C.  S.  Stanley,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Hayward, 
Brother  R.  Armstead,  and  Deaconess  M. 
Jones.  A  paper  on  the  ministerial  work  of 
the  Rev.  Walker  was  read  hy  Elsie  C.  Charles. 
A  delicious  cake  was  presented  the  Rev. 
Walker,  and  refreshments  were  served.  The 
officers  and  members  of  Williams  are  asking 
for  the  return  of  pastor.  All  are  welcome  to 
worship  with  us. — Miss  E.  C.  Charles,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Woman’s  Column 

Jeanerette,  La. — To  the  Presidents  and 
Members  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District:  The  time  is  fast  approach¬ 
ing  when  our  pastors  will  go  to  the  Annual 
Conference.  Let  us  do  our  bit  to  help  them 
in  every  way  we  can.  I  have  made  a  few 
rounds,  and  will  make  more  later — Mrs. 
Frances  Alexander,  District  President,  Box 
497,  Jeanerette,  La. 

Parit,  Ky. — Report  of  Lexington  Confer¬ 
ence,  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
for  quarter  ending  September  16,  1927:  Chi¬ 
cago  District,  $81.66;  Columbus,  $168.70; 
Hawesville,  $31.27;  Indianapolis,  $67.66;  Lex¬ 
ington,  $78.66;  Louisville,  $9.10;  total  for 
quarter,  with  $18  sent  by  Annual  Conference 
treasurer,  is  $439.88.  Banner  district,  Co¬ 
lumbus;  second  honor,  Chicago;  third  place, 
Lexington.  Banner  auxiliary  for  quarter  is 
Cory,  $61.70;  second  honor,  St.  Mark,  $46; 
third  place,  Springfield,  $44.60;  grand  total 
raised  during  year  by  all  districts,  $1,604.89. 
— Mrs.  C.  D.  C.  Mebane,  Conference  Treas¬ 
urer,  134  West  Eighth  Street,  Paris,  Ky. 

East  Mexia,  Texas — The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Palestine  District 
met  with  the  District  Conference,  Launza 
Chapel,  Friday  afternoon,  August  6,  with  the 
president,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Robinson,  presiding. 
After  the  business  session  the  visitors  were 
introduced  by  the  district  superintendent. 
Rev.  C.  S.  Williams,  of  the  West  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  delivered  an  able  address  on  the 
strength  of  love  and  union.  Dr.  Brooks,  of 
Gammon,  brought  greetings  to  the  Conference. 
Prof.  Echols,  of  Sam  Huston  College,  made 
an  excellent  address  on  the  training  of  young 
people  for  church  work.  The  Rev.  Wesson 
made  a  short  but  timely  address.  Report 
of  auxiliaries  by  charges:  Bryan  Station, 
$14.76;  Bethlehem,  60c.;  Thornton,  $1;  Jack¬ 
sonville,  East  Calvert,  ^.86;  Fairfield,  $3.86; 
Hearne,  $1;  East  Mexia,  $1.60;  Leona,  $3; 
Lovelady,  Buffalo,  60c;  Oakwood, 

Palestine,  $16.76 ;  Palestine  circuit,  $1 ;  Street- 
man,  $1;  Teague,  $12.36;  Home  Economics 
from  Teague,  $2;  public  collection,  $3.16. 
Echoes  from  Deaconess  R.  Simpson.  A  bean 
party  was  conducted  by  Deaconess  R.  Simp¬ 
son,  which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  In  this  party 
$1.45  was  raised.  The  session  closed  with 
everyone  inspired  to  do  a  greater  work. — 
Reporter. 

The  Palestine  District  Woman’s  Home  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Societies  met  in  their 
second  joint  anniversary  in  Launza’s  Chapel, 
Mexia,  Texas,  August  2.  After  singing  by 
the  congregation,  the  district  superintendent. 
Rev.  W.  R.  Robinson,  introduced  the  Rev. 
John  L.  Blue,  who  in  turn  introduced  the 
presidents  of  each  auxiliary:  Mrs.  Dora  Gray, 
Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  presi¬ 
dent,  of  East  Calvert,  Texas,  and  Mrs.  M.  D. 
Robinson,  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
president,  Palestine,  Texas.  After  a  few  re¬ 
marks  from  Mrs.  Robinson,  we  were  favored 
with  an  address  by  the  secretary  of  the 
junior  work  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society,  Miss  F.  Butler,  which  was  quite 
inspiring  as  usual.  Bro.  Frank  Osborn,  of 
the  Baptist  Church  of  Bryan,  Texas,  rendered 
a  solo.  A  sermonette  was  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  L.  V.  Harrison;  subject,  “Unselfish 
Service  to  All.”  Our  Conference  was  also 
graced  with  the  presence  of  our  beloved 
Deaconess  Rosa  Simpson,  who  at  all  times 
brings  some  new  feature  to  us.  The  follow¬ 
ing  subjects  were  discussed  during  this 
Conference  session:  “The  Task  That  Faces 
Us  in  the  Foreign  Fields”;  “Is  There  Any 
Real  Reason  Why  These  Two  Auxiliaries  or 
Organizations  Cannot  Operate  in  the  Same 
Charge?”  The  consensus  of  opinion  seemed 
to  be  only  for  lack  of  trained  leaders  and 
lack  of  consecrated  women.  Financial  situa- 
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**2S  Years  of  Service  to  Negro  Youth** 
COURSES: 

NORMAL  COMMERCIAL  GRAMMAR  NURSE  TRAINING 
MUSIC  (Vocal  and  Instrumental)  12  TRADES  and  INDUSTRIES 

Beautiful  campus  and  grounds,  consisting  of  380  acres.  Buildings 
electrically  lighted  and  steam  heated.  Well-prepared  faculty  from  leading 
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School  opens  October  4,  1927. 
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tion  somewhat  below  that  of  previous  year, 
but  a  promise  to  make  good  by  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. — Ella  Mae  Blue,  Reporter. 

Moberly,  Mo. — The  District  Woman’s  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Hannibal 
District,  Central  Missouri  Conference,  held 
their  annual  session  with  GilUum  Memorial 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Moberly,  Mo., 
August  3-7,  1927.  The  sessions  were  both 
helpful  and  inspiring.  Reports  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  charges  show  that  The  Woman’s  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Society  is  doing  its  best  to 
advance  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  officers 
elected  for  the  year  were  as  follows:  Dis¬ 
trict  President,  Mrs.  F.  Webster,  Hannibal, 
Mo.;  first  vice-president,  Mrs.  G.  B.  Davis, 
Louisiana,  Mo.;  second  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Ella  Norton,  Bowling  Green,  Mo.;  recording 
secretary,  Mrs.  L.  Carrington,  New  Bloom¬ 
field,  Mo.;  district  treasurer,  Mrs.  L.  Mackey, 
Clarksville,  Mo.;  superintendent  of  Young 
People’s  Work,  Mrs.  N.  D.  Higgs,  Mexico, 
Mo.;  superintendent  Children’s  Work,  Mrs. 
N.  J.  Cooper,  Mexico,  Mo.;  secretary  of  lit¬ 
erature,  Mrs.  C.  G.  Glaspie,  Sturgeon,  Mo.; 
mite  box  secretary,  Mrs.  Lula  Cato,  Ells- 
berry.  Mo.;  secretary  of  evangelism,  Mrs.  L. 
Carrington,  New  Bloomfield,  Mo.  The  offi¬ 
cers  were  installed  by  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Pate, 
of  Moberly.  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  closed  a  great  session.  All  bills 
were  fully  paid,  and  we  parted  to  go  out  in 
the  Master’s  name  to  do  more  for  His  cause 
and  kingdom. — Mrs.  Lula  Carrington,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Special  Notice 

To  the  Undergraduates  and  Graduates  of 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference:  You  are  requested  to  meet 
the  committee  of  examiners,  Tuesday,  Oc¬ 
tober  11,  at  2  P.  M.,  at  St  James  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Shreveport,  La. — A.  W.  M. 
Obee,  Registrar;  C.  S.  Stanley,  Chairman. 


Communion  Service  Outfits 

Individual,  the  present  day 
method— cleanly  and  sanitary. 
A  more  impressive  service. 
Beautiful  sets  at  reasonable 
prices.  Write  for  catalog. 
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Presidents  and  Data  of  Approaching  Annual  Conferences 


AREA  STATISTICS:  (1)  COMPOSITION 


Bishop  Ernest  G.  Richardson 


Conferences 

Preachers 

Districts 

Full 

Members 

Atlanta: 

Atlanta . 

69 

4 

14,832 

5,240 

7,695 

48,038 

3,539 

IVCSlUvilL 

Bishop, 

Richardson 

Florida . 

61 

4 

Savannah . 

58 

4 

South  Carolina . 

173 

8 

South  Florida . 

36 

2 

Totals . 

Conferences,  5. 

397 

22 

79,364 

Covington : 

Resident 

Bishop, 

Clair 

Central  Missouri . 

77 

4 

10,557 

25,251 

7,388 

3,758 

5,854 

Lexington . 

145 

5 

Liberia . 

44 

4 

Lincoln . 

55 

3 

Little  Rock . 

71 

4 

Totals . 

Conferences,  5. 

392 

20 

52,808 

New  Orleans: 

Resident 

Bishop, 

Jones 

Central  Alabama . 

92 

5 

13,598 

Louisiana . 

158 

7 

16;i58 

21,174 

Mississippi . 

124 

6 

Tennessee . 

52  ' 

4 

8^522 

Texas . 

116 

6 

17;581 

19,508 

Upper  Mississippi . 

108 

6 

West  Texas . 

105 

6 

14;041 

Totals . 

Conferences,  7. 

755 

40 

110,582 

Grand  Totals . 

Conferences,  17. 

1,544 

82 

1 

242,754 

AREA  STATISTICS:  (2)  PROPERTY  AND  SUPPORT 


Conferences 

Churches 

Par¬ 

son¬ 

ages 

Property 

Value 

Schools 

Minis¬ 

terial 

Support 

Atlanta — 

Atlanta . . . 

151 

45 

$606,398 

2 

$46,225 

Florida . 

82 

21 

397,875 

1 

28,890 

Savannah . 

123 

41 

382,850 

34,024 

South  Carolina... 

392 

104 

1,583,325 

i 

184,003 

South  Florida .... 

38 

15 

648,300 

28,767 

Totals . 

Conferences,  5. 

786 

226 

3,373,578 

4 

$321,909 

Covington — 

Central  Missouri. 

105 

63 

$700,950 

$64,252 

Lexington . 

175 

106 

2,119,475 

173,306 

Lincoln . 

66 

37 

426,600 

33,022 

f  .IHpHst 

76 

17 

Little  Rock . 

106 

45 

345,320 

,  , 

34,497 

Totals . 

Conferences,  5. 

528 

268 

$3,814,218 

1 

$305,077 

New  Orleans— 

Central  Alabama . 

168 

59 

$556,225 

$60,016 

Louisiana . 

181 

126 

994,670 

2 

88,811 

Mississippi . 

269 

93 

627,055 

1 

87,854 

Tennessee . 

102 

38 

402,015 

2 

36,812 

Texas . 

225 

83 

742,205 

1 

90,436 

Upper  Mississippi 

246 

56 

523,550 

1 

74,205 

West  Texas . 

176 

79 

861,528 

1 

79,936 

Totals . 

Conferences,  7. 

1,367 

534 

$4,707,248 

8 

$517,070 

Grand  Totals. 

Conferences,  17. 

2,681 

1,028 

$11,895,044 

13 

$1,144,056 

AREA  STATISTICS:  (3)  WORLD  SERVICE  RECEIPTS 


Area 

Per 

Capita 

First 
Year,  ’25 

Second 
Year,  ’26 

Gain 

Loss 

Atlanta. . . . 

$1.04 

.94 

.72 

$46,414.35 

41,227.21 

92,348.63 

$49,850.90 

40,574.80 

76,277.00 

$3,436.55 

Covington . 

$652  41 
16,071.63 

New  Orieans . 

Grand  Totals . 

$179,990.19 

$166,702.70 

$3,436.55 

$16,724  03 
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Government  Watches  Trend  of 

Immigration 

Smuggling  of  Human  Beings 
By  Harry  E.  Woolever 

Editor,  Tko  NaUonal  MethodUt  Prt$$ 


The  policy  adopted  by  the  United  States 
Congress  three  years  ago  to  restrict 
permanently  the  numbers  of  immigrants 
to  our  shores,  was  a  decided  change  from  the 
practice  of  this  Government  in  the  past.  For 
more  than  a  century  after  the  birth  of  this 
nation  aliens  came  freely  with  far  less  re¬ 
striction  than  was  imposed  on  those  who  set¬ 
tled  the  original  thirteen  colonies.  With  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  the  thousands  ad¬ 
mitted  annually  mounted  toward  a  million, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  World  War  the  yearly 
average  had  risen  to  above  a  million.  At 
first  the  immigrants  came  from  northeastern 
Europe,  and  these  made  up  the  basis  of  our 
population,  but  later  great  masses  came  from 
the  countries  of  southeastern  and  eastern 
Europe.  These  latter  had  for  the  most  part 
meager  educational  background,  and  their  re¬ 
ligious  and  political  conceptions  differed  from 
those  upon  which  this  nation  was  founded. 
Thus  their  assimilation  into  the  citizenry  of 
the  country  has  been  difficult.  They  are  slow 
to  comprehend  and  understand  the  ideals 
and  customs  of  the  land  to  which  they  have 
come,  and  millions  of  them  are  as  alien  in 
spirit  as  before  they  landed.  Their  orcsence, 
in  spite  of  the  hundreds  who  took  steps  early 
to  become  naturalized  Americans,  resulted  in 
the  establishment  of  great  foreign-born  sec¬ 
tions  in  our  larger  cities  and  industrial  cen¬ 
ters,  and  these  continue  to  exist  to-day.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  war.  Congress  effected  temporary 
restriction  and  thereby  saved  the  country 
from  a  great  problem  of  unemployment  which 
would  have  arisen  had  millions  of  aliens  been 
allowed  to  come  here.  The  time  Iiad  come 
when  it  was  recognized  that  to  admit  all  who 
desired  to  enter  was  to  deny  the  opportunity 
here  to  those  who  could  adopt  American 
standards  and  ideals.  This  was  also  a  first 
step  toward  a  policy  protecting  the  quality 
of  the  nation’s  citizenship,  concerning  which 
the  Commisioner  General  of  Immigration  re¬ 
cently  said;  “A  country  can  rise  to  no  greater 
heights  than  its  citizens,  as  individuals,  are 
able  to  attain.  Not  only  that,  a  country  in 
which  the  quality  of  citizenship  is  sinking,  is 
sure  to  decline.  The  greatest  nation  in  the 
world  must  suffer  that  fate  if  it  permits  de¬ 
cline  in  the  quality  of  its  people.” 

At  present,  under  the  quota  system,  the  im¬ 
migration  from  nations  of  the  eastern  hemi¬ 
sphere  totals  about  164,000  each  year.  To 
this  number,  nearly  100,000  is  added  by  ar¬ 
rivals  from  the  countries  of  the  western  hemi¬ 
sphere,  chiefly  Mexico  and  Canada.  The  net 
increase  in  the  population  of  the  United 
States  from  immigrants  who  have  legally  en¬ 
tered  the  country  since  1924  has  averaged 
260,000  annually.  This  is  in  great  contrast 
to  the  increase  of  former  years.  In  the  se¬ 
lection  of  the  number  admitted  during  a 
twelve  month  period,  the  Immigration  Bu¬ 
reau  passes  on  the  admissability  of  more 
than  36,000,000  persons. 

EFFORTS  TO  NULLIFY  LAW 

The  adoption  of  a  policy  of  restrictive  im¬ 
migration  was  radical  because  necessity  re- 
quu-ed  that  it  be  so.  It  was  to  be  expected 
that  efforts  would  be  made  by  many  to  nullify 
the  law,  but  the  practice  of  bootlegging  im¬ 
migrants  into  the  country  has  grown  to  im¬ 
mense  proportions,  and  the  patrols,  consist¬ 
ing  of  700  government  officials  stationed  along 
the  Canadian  and  Mexican  borders,  Ets  well 
as  numbers  of  the  Coast  Guard,  have  proven 
unable  to  stop  the  smuggling  in  of  thousands 
of  foreigners.  During  the  past  year  it  is  esti¬ 
mated  tiliat  fully  half  of  the  100,000  Mexicans 
who  have  taken  up  residence  in  the  United 
States  came  in  by  stealth,  and  would  not  have 


been  able  to  pass  the  entrance  test,  nor  pay 
the  visa  fee  nor  the  head  tax.  Besides,  since 
bootlegging  of  immigrants  has  become  an  un¬ 
derground  business  of  international  scope, 
thousands  from  Europe  and  the  Orient  are 
secreted  in  by  those  who  make  gain  from 
traffic  in  smuggled  immigrants.  It  is  a  profit¬ 
able  business!  Often  these  aliens  are  more 
victims  than  criminals,  in  that  they  are  de¬ 
ceived  by  those  who  take  their  money,  land 
them  on  some  isolated  coast,  or  else  turn 
them  over  to  accomplices  in  the  crime  who 
make  virtual  slaves  of  them  by  controlling 
their  labor  and  all  their  movements  for  years. 

Those  who  administer  the  law  are  constantly 
contending  with  the  criminal  groups,  but  they 
are  handicapped  because  of  the  need  of 
further  legislation.  However,  when  Congress 
has  this  matter  before  it,  there  are  those  who 
still  are  more  alien  than  American,  or  who 
seek  a  return  to  cheap  labor,  who  will  op¬ 
pose  restrictive  immigration  and  will  use 
every  opportunity  to  foster  legislation  which 
would  weaken  the  law  and  let  down  the  bars. 
On  this  account  it  is  difficult  to  effect  those 
changes  in  the  law  which  would  lessen  the 
hardship  of  the  aUens  who  have  legal  per¬ 
mission  to  come  here.  In  the  Congress  soon 
to  convene,  a  permanent  basis  upon  which 
to  determine  a  quota  of  immigrants  from 
each  country  will  have  to  be  established,  and 
other  issues  having  to  do  with  the  deportation 
of  undesirables  and  the  protection  of  law- 
abiding  aliens,  will  be  up  for  consideration. 
A  minority  of  the  legislators  will  make  con¬ 
siderable  opposition,  attempt  to  change  the  re¬ 
strictive  character  of  the  law  and,  if  possible, 
thwart  progress  in  constructive  legislation 
upon  this  question.  Steps  must  be  taken, 
however,  to  protect  the  American  standards 
of  labor  and  of  living  and  at  the  same  time 
permit  the  most  worthy  and  deserving  from 
other  lands  to  come  here  and  make  their 
contribution  to  our  nation.  Our  forefathers, 
all,  came  from  foreign  lands;  but  there  is  a 
desirable  type  and  an  undesirable  t}q)e. 

The  Methodist  Review 

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER,  1927 

The  last  issue  for  this  year  being  for  the 
Thanksgiving  and  Advent  season,  its  frontis¬ 
piece  will  be  a  beautiful  but  not  well-known 
picture  of  the  “Virgin  Mother  Adoring  Her 
Holy  Child.”  The  editor  also  furnishes  a 
Thanksgiving  article  entitled,  “The  Chain  of 
Providence,”  based  on  a  marvelous  message 
from  Hosea.  Christmas  as  a  festival  of 
world  peace  will  find  both  literary  and  his¬ 
torical  material  in  an  article  by  Mrs.  Mary 
Beal  Housel,  of  Vienna,  Austria,  on  “The 
Purple  Testament.” 

An  interesting  address  made  before  the 
Newark  Conference  by  Prof.  Herman  Harrell 
Horne,  of  New  York  University,  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  “The  Ministry  of  Teaching,”  appears  in 
this  number;  and  those  popular  addresses  of 
President  George  H.  Trever  on  “The  Old 
Gospel  and  the  New  Science,”  come  to  their 
eloquent  conclusion  in  this  number. 

Dr.  Spencer  D.  Meeser,  a  distinguished 
Baptist  professor  of  systematic  theology,  dis¬ 
cusses  very  ably  “Divorce  and  Remarriage,” 
almost  wholly  based  on  the  ethical  teachings 
of  Jesus. 

“The  New  Idealism  in  Poetry,”  with  many 
illustrative  quotations  from  current  literature, 
is  presented  by  Prof.  Earl  B.  Marlatt,  of 
Boston,  and  an  Iowa  journalisitc  professor, 
Calvin  T.  Ryan,  furnishes  an  article  on  “The 
Place  of  Imagination  in  Religion.” 


Recently  a  union  historical  meeting  of  both 
our  own  and  Southern  Methodism  was  held  in 
Fluvanna,  Va.,  with  the  presence  and  guid¬ 
ance  of  Bishops  Wilson  and  Denny.  A  cen¬ 
tral  feature  was  dn  address  by  Dr.  William 
Allen  Harper,  president  of  Elon  College, 
N.  C.,  here  given  to  readers  of  the  Review. 

Mrs.  Lucia  Ames  Mead  contributes  “The 
Use  of  Armed  Force,”  ably  showing  the 
difference  between  police  power  and  military 
methods  in  the  establishment  of  justice. 

In  the  House  of  the  Interpreter,  concluding 
expositions  are  given  of  the  last  two  of  the 
Seven  Words  of  the  Cross,  and  in  the  Biblical 
Research  Department  the  editor  discusses 
“Symbolical  and  Sacred  Numbers  in  the 
Scriptures.” 

The  Bookshelf  is  superior  in  this  issue. 
First  comes  Dr.  Knudson’s  The  Philoso'phy 
of  Personality,  other  philosophical  works,  a 
dozen  Abingdon  books,  and  many  more  valu¬ 
able  books  in  current  literature.  The  Read¬ 
ing  Course  treats  The  Ideas  of  the  Fall  and 
Original  Sin,  that  big  book  by  Dr.  Norman 
P.  Williams.  The  editor  gives  a  little  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  same  subject  in  his  editorial  notes. 

The  January-February  number  of  1928  will 
begin  with  a  historical  article  by  Prof.  George 
C.  Cell  on  “The  First  Foundation  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Methodism,”  which  contains  a  friendly 
fight  on  the  priority  question.  All  who  read 
this  last  issue  of  the  present  year  wilt  cer¬ 
tainly  desire  to  subscribe  for  and  read  all 
of  1928. 

Personal  and  General 

— Mr.  Thomas  Turner,  the  youngest  brother 
of  the  Rev.  J.  Wesley  Turner,  our  pastor  at 
Williams  Chapel,  New  Orleans,  died  Tuesday, 
September  27,  and  was  buried  in  Algiers,  La. 

— Approving  the  efforts  of  President  Young, 
the  recent  session  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Oklahoma  appropriated  to  the  Colored 
Agricultural  and  Normal  University  for  the 
ensuing  two  years  $266,000,  and  we  under¬ 
stand  the  General  Education  Board  is  sup¬ 
plementing  this  with  an  additional  sum  of 
$60,000.  Dr.  Young  is  rendering  immeasur¬ 
able  service  to  the  progress  of  his  race  and 
to  mutual  amity  and  co-operation  between 
the  races. 

— Mrs.  K.  W.  McMillan,  wife  of  the  district 
superintendent  of  San  Antonio  District,  West 
Texas  Conference,  and  corresponding  secre¬ 
tary  of  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  of  the  same  Conference,  attended  the 
Branch  meeting  of  the  society  this  week  in 
Dodge  City,  Kan.,  October  4-9.  This  organ¬ 
ization  in  the  West  Texas  Conference  was 
put  on  its  feet  and  the  work  re-estnbli.shed 
just  two  years  ago,  and  has  had  considerable 
growth  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  McMillan. 
Forty-seven  auxiliaries  are  now  at  work  in 
the  Conference  as  a  result  of  this  new  stim¬ 
ulus. 
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Mobilizing  the  Nation’s  Conscience 

The  nation  is  approaching  its  great  period  of  political  discussion  and  decision.  The  crisis  in  constitutional  govern¬ 
ment  demands  a  national  offensive.  Organization  must  be  made  adequate  for  the  occasion.  We  call  for  a  re-align¬ 
ment  of  our  forces  and  for  a  unified  command. 

Prohibition  is  not  a  theory;  it  is  a  fact.  The  practicability  of  its  enforcement  where  not  vitiated  by  corrupt  policies  has 
been  proved.  That  it  is  a  good  law  has  been  demonstrated.  By  it  labor  has  been  enriched,  business  enlarged,  and  the  public’s 
savings  vastly  increased.  Morally  it  is  the  greatest  social  adventure  in  history.  Politically  it  challenges  a  free  people  to  carry 
out  their  own  mandates.  At  its  worst  prohibition  is  immeasurably  better  than  legalized  liquor  at  its  best,  and  it  is  the  settled 
conviction  of  a  large  majority  of  the  nation’s  voters  that  it  shall  be  carried  into  full  effect. 

“We  stand  for  the  enforcement  of  all  law.  The  issue  joins  in  the  Eighteenth  Amendment.  The  personal  liberty  argu¬ 
ment  is  specious.  Persona  liberty  must  wait  on  public  weal  and  walk  with  law.  To  concede  that  enforcement  is  impracticable 
is  to  condone  nullification.  The  alternative  is  ordered  government  or  anarchy,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
is  not  a  jest. 

“The  friends  of  prohibition  and  law  enforcement  demand  positive  declarations  in  party  platforms.  They  will  strive 
to  defeat  office  seekers  who  are  either  negative  or  silent.  Representative  leaders  of  twenty-five  milion  women  who  have  been 
added  to  the  electorate  since  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  came  into  force  have  joined  in  the  declaration  of  three  million 
organized  young  people  that  ‘No  candidate  not  outspokenly  committed  to  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  and  its  enforcement 
can  have  our  support  or  votes.’ 

“We  call  upon  the  American  people  to  repudiate  all  State  and  National  party  platforms  that  deal  only  in  glittering 
generalities  with  law  enforcement.  We  will  oppose  and  vote  against  candidates  in  both  parties  whose  promise  is  fair  and  dry 
but  whose  official  performance  is  wet. 

“The  matter  is  more  than  a  domestic  issue.  The  hope  of  every  other  people  awaits  the  outcome  of  our  struggle,  and  the 
organized  ‘trade’  abroad  unites  with  the  illicit  traffic  at  home  to  destroy  our  achievement.  In  this,  when  we  strengthen 
America  we  serve  the  world. 

“Let  propaganda  be  answered  with  truth, 
public  conscience. 


Release  the  facts.  Let  complacency  make  way  for  militancy.  Mobilize  the 


“Then  shall  Lincoln’s  aspiration  become  a  reality  in  Government  and  ‘reverence  for  law  the  political  religion  of  the 
nation.’  And  with  Lincoln  we  invoke  upon  this  cause  ‘the  considerate  judgment  of  mankind  and  the  favor  of  Almiahtv 
God.”’ 

(Signed)  Dr.  Daniel  A.  Poling,  Chairman;  Fred  B.  Smith,  Charles  H.  Strong,  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Curran,  Mrs.  Henry  W. 
Peabody,  Dr.  William  Hiram  Foulkes,  Dr.  John  R.  Mott,  Canon  Charles  K.  Gilbert,  C.  M.  Rodefer,  Harry  N.  Holmes,  and 
Carlton  M.  Sherwood. 


“Mobilize  the  Public  Conscience” 


Neither  Pontius  Pllate  nor  Macbeth  could,  wash 
the  crimson  stain  from  his  hand  or  the  blood- 
guilt  from  his  soul,  having  betrayed  the  helpless 
and  innocent  victim.  Nor  can  anyone  else  absolve  him¬ 
self  from  the  guilt  that  always  accompanies  the  betrayal 
of  a  moral  issue. 

Debauch  of  the  character  of  this  nation  at  the  hands 
and  by  the  wanton  commercialism  of  the  liquor  industry 
was,  for  decades,  the  monstrous  moral  evil  of  our  times. 
To  stop  that  traffic,  education  and  moral  suasion  proved 
futile.  As  an  effective  means  of  control,  the  nation  resorted 
to  political  expediency.  Sovereign  public  opinion,  long 
outraged,  made  regulation  and  suppression  of  the  liquor 
traffic  a  constitutional  function  of  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment.  Not  only  was  the  traffic  outlawed  by  statutory 
enactment,  but  the  power  to  enforce  observance  of  the 
law  was,  by  deliberate  choice,  removed  from  local  and 
State  authority  and  lodged  with  the  Federal  Goveniment. 
Evidently  there  was  national  distrust  of  the  ability  of 
the  States  individually  to  secure  observance  of  the  law. 
Clearly  involved  also  was  the  relative  sovereignty  of  the 
Federal  and  several  State  governments. 

Suppression  of  the  liquor  interests  was  a  matter  of 
so  grave  concern  for  the  public  moral  welfare  as  to  war¬ 
rant  Federal  rather  than  local  State  control.  Whatever 
may  be  said  for  local  State  sovereignty  in  our  form  of 


government,  the  States’-rights  dogma  is  ever  open  to  the 
possibility  of  corruption  by  an  ascendent  local  provincial¬ 
ism  that  reckons  in  terms  of  local  class  and  self-interests 
rather  than  of  the  weal  of  the  general  public  good.  It 
was  thus,  because  far  superior  to  local  control,  that  the 
plan  of  Federal  control  of  the  liquor  traffic,  the  only 
plan  commensurate  with  the  extent  of  both  the  ravages 
of  the  evil  to  be  corrected  and  the  moral  good  to  be  con¬ 
served,  was  calmly  and  overwhelmingly  adopted  by  the 
nation. 

At  the  head  of  our  first  editorial  page  we  are  carrying 
an  appeal  to  the  “Mobilizing  of  the  Nation’s  Conscience.” 
It  is  a  ringing,  high-purposed,  and  opportune  challenge 
for  favorable  response  to  which  there  exists  every  rea¬ 
son  that  can  appeal  to  Christian  men  and  women  and  to 
every  high-souled  patriotic  American  citizen.  It  is  sent 
forth  to  the  nation  from  a  committee  of  seventy-five 
national  leaders  in  the  business  and  sociological  worlds. 
The  signatures  as  given  are  typical  of  the  complexion  of 
the  callers  to  prohibition’s  defense.  Occasion  for  the 
appeal  lies  in  the  subtle  constant  propaganda  being 
waged  by  the  liquor  interests  in  their  pre-election  ac¬ 
tivity.  And  among  those  adherents  are  to  be  found  quite 
a  few  of  the  nation’s  strongest  leaders.  In  counter  tac¬ 
tics  and  combat  we  who  are  upholders  of  the  nation’s 
moral  standards  must  rally  ourselves  and  arouse  every 
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available  unit  of  human  strength  to  perpetuate  the  moral 
gains  which  Federal  prohibition  has  brought  to  this 
nation. 

Two  major  reasons  underlie  the  singularly  tragic  fact 
of  a  nation  divided  in  its  loyalties  to  this  great  ideal. 
The  one  is  a  widespread  honest  opinion  that  the  nation’s 
attitude  on  prohibition  is  wrong  in  principle  and  tactics. 
Such  differences  of  opinion  would  likely  exist  on  any 
issue,  political  or  moral.  Discussion  of  this  fact  is  use¬ 
less  here  since,  as  long  as  the  majority  opinion  of  the 
nation  sanctions  the  present  status,  we  will  have  prohi¬ 
bition  as  it  is.  Much  more  grave  is  the  other  consider¬ 
ation  that  haunts  the  nation’s  conscience  like  a  gaunt 
spectre  and  puts  to  shame  the  moral  pretensions  of  the 
nation. 

More  than  any  other  consideration,  it  makes  vulner¬ 
able  the  nation’s  defenses  of  prohibition  for  the  view¬ 
point  of  moral  effectiveness.  Its  own  sanctions  have  been 
weakened  by  the  nation  itself  in  our  failure  to  invoke 
these  sanctions  in  other  momentous  moral  issues.  This 
concerns  the  moral  and  political  right  of  one  tenth  of 
the  nation’s  population  to  share  such  opportunities  as 
the  franchise  procures  under  constitutional  provision. 
Though  citizens  of  the  country,  enfranchised  by  ,Con- 
stitutional  amendments  similar  to  the  prohibition  amend¬ 
ment,  nine  million  Negroes  are  prevented  by  subterfuge 
and  force  from  wielding  the  ballot.  This  state  of  affairs 
has  rxistcd  for  more  than  sixty  years!  Both  law  and 
high  moral  sentiment  are  therefore  flouted  and  thwarted. 
Nobody  seems  sufficiently  aware  of  this  grossest  of  na¬ 
tional  lapses  to  call  for  mobilization  of  the  moral  forces 
of  the  nation  to  vigorously  maintain  our  defenses  of  the 
Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Amendments. 

To  uphold  prohibition,  the  nation  spends  huge  mil¬ 
lions,  maintains  large  land  forces  with  wide  liberties  of 
investigation  and  search,  besides  its  rum  running  fleet 
on  the  seas.  In  addition,  Mr.  McAdoo  advocates  calling 
into  service  the  regular  militia  of  the  Government  to  en¬ 
force,  by  force,  the  mandates  of  the  prohibition  amend¬ 
ment.  Not  even  a  serious  thought  during  sixty  years, 
it  seems,  has  crossed  the  mind  or  found  expression  in  any 
collective  form  from  the  nation’s  leaders  in  church  or 
state  looking  toward  bringing  up  the  moral  reserves  of  the 
nation’s  organizations  and  institutions  to  enforce  those 
amendments  guarding  the  moral  rights  to  citizenship  rec¬ 
ognition  of  the  Negro  American.  That  the  nation’s  con¬ 
science,  keen  on  prohibition,  is  deliberately  dull  on  Negro 
rights  as  citizens  is  bluntly  betrayed  by  an  editorial  com¬ 
ment  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  New  York  Times: 

“The  one  clear  right  which  States  have  kept  for  themselves  in 
the  rush  of  Federal  control  in  America  is  supervision  of  their  own 
elections.  In  the  South  this  is  particularly  true.  What  happened 
to  Senator  Lodge’s  Force  Bill  in  the  ’90s  proved  that  Anally.  The 
South,  however  zealous  it  may  be  about  the  enforcement  of  other 
constitutional  amendments,  may  be  expected  to  resist  with  emphasis 
any  Federal  attempt  to  carry  out  the  letter  of  the  Fifteenth.  And 
no  Republican  administration  since  the  days  of  Grant  has  shown 
any  disposition  to  do  so,” 

It  is  not  the  attitude  of  the  South,  but  of  the  nation 
that  gives  us  concern  as  to  the  consistency  and  vitality 
of  the  nation’s  moral  sense,  apparently  so  keen  in  the 
matter  of  prohibition  enforcement.  In  their  own  cus¬ 
tomary  tactics  of  despoiling  the  Negro  of  his  vote  a  re¬ 
cent  city  election  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  developed  a  split 
and  a  furore  between  the  two  parties  of  Southern  poli¬ 
ticians.  An  appeal  was  made  by  the  Republicans  to  the 
Federal  Government  for  election  supervision.  Southern 


senators  are  up  in  the  air.  By  way  of  comment  on  the 
situation,  “The  New  York  Telegram”  editorially  says: 

“One  would  have  more  sympathy  for  these  Southern  senators 
had  they  not  been  so  enthusiastic  in  support  of  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment  and  the  Volstead  Act.  If  the  Federal  Government  has 
a  right  to  stand  between  the  white  man  and  his  glass  of  beer,  why 
has  it  not  a  right  to  guarantee  the  black  man  his  vote?  The  trouble 
with  our  champions  of  State  sovereignty  is  that  they  want  it  only 
in  such  ways  as  serve  their  pet  prejudices.” 

Whether  the  “Telegram”  is  or  is  not  a  wet  paper  does 
not  affect  the  big  moral  fact  alluded  to,  which  the  nation 
ignoring  for  sixty  years,  finds  has  awakened  the  moral 
position  of  the  nation  regarding  enforcement  of  the  pro¬ 
hibition  amendment.  Not  to  enforce  it  would  be  a  monu¬ 
mental  slur  and  injustice  to  the  moral  rights  of  the 
people.  Equally  indefensible  is  the  nation’s  attitude  in 
deliberately  winking  at  the  South’s  lawlessness  in  with¬ 
holding,  contrary  to  constitutional  law,  the  moral  right 
of  the  Negro  to  the  ballot.  Why  will  the  nation  qontinue 
to  pamper  the  pet  prejudices  of  the  South  against  the 
Negro,  even  at  tlie  nation’s  loss  of  moral  power  and  self- 
respect.? 

As  the  nation  does  so,  it  lends  itself  to  the  murder 
process.  Whatever  impairs  an  individual’s  self-respect 
is  unsocial  and  murderous  in  its  consequences.  And  upon 
the  hands  of  those  who  indulge  in  such  an  unsocial  pro¬ 
cedure  falls  and  rests  the  blood  of  the  helpless.  Not 
only  does  the  Negro  suffer,  but  the  nation  itself  is  losing 
moral  stamina  by  its  advocacy  of  prohibition  while  it 
winks  at  the  selective  anarchy  of  the  South. 

But  the  Negro  is  on  the  strongest  side  of  the  conflict 
for  moral  right.  If  right  is  right,  and  it  is,  subterfuges 
and  injustices  will  collapse,  and  upon  the  heads  of  those 
who  maintain  them.  In  the  shadows  the  Negro  sees  the 
armies  of  God  standing;  the  cohorts  of  right  will  bring 
to  regnancy  the  moral  order  out  of  every  situation. 
Though  there  is  no  call  by  the  nation’s  leaders  to  rally 
to  the  moral  rights  of  the  Negro  in  the  nation,  the 
Negro  still  will  rally  to  prohibition;  his  cause  will  be 
vindicated  when  the  nation  discovers  its  moral  self. 


General  Conference  Delegates 

KENTUCKY  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial — Edward  P,  Hall,  pastor,  Harlan,  Ky. ;  Emery  R. 
Overley,  district  superintendent,  Ashland,  Ky,  Reserve — John  L. 
Fort,  pastor,  Louisville,  Ky.;  John  O.  Gross,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Barbourville,  Ky. 

Lay — J.  Harry  Richardson,  mall  carrier,  Maysville,  Ky.;  Alvls 
A.  Bennett,  educator,  Barbourville,  Ky.  Reserve — James  D.  Black, 
Barbourville,  Ky.;  Colletta  A.  Godbey,  housewife,  722  West  Max¬ 
well  Street,  Lexington,  Ky. 

ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial — H.  A.  Keck,  pastor,  407  West  Hill  Street,  Cham¬ 
paign,  Ill.;  William  J.  Davidson,  coUege  president,  Bloomington,  Ill.; 
James  C.  Baker,  pastor,  1209  West  Green  Street,  Urbana,  Ill.; 
Thomas  N.  Ewing,  pastor,  418  Franklin  Street,  Danville,  Ill.;  E.  G. 
Sandmeyer,  district  superintendent,  1581  South  Third  Street,  Charles¬ 
ton,  Ill.;  A.  M.  Wells,  district  superintendent,  1714  North  Main 
Street,  Jacksonville,  Ill.;  E.  L.  Tobie,  pastor,  881  East  State  Street, 
Jacksonville,  Ill.;  H.  W.  McPherson,  pastor,  704  South  Fifth  Street, 
SpringAeld,  Ill.  Reserve — A.  K.  Byrns,  district  superintendent,  1203 
West  Green  Street,  Urbana,  Ill,;  F,  A.  Havighurst,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  420  East  Grove  Street,  Bloomington,  Ill. 

Lay — Ira  B.  Blackstock,  farmer,  1016  South  6th  Street,  Spring- 
held,  Ill.;  Hershel  R.  Suavely,  judge,  Marshall,  Ill.;  Mrs.  Emma  F. 
Wells,  secretary  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  Illinois  Con¬ 
ference,  PittsAeld,  Ill.;  Henry  8.  Wiley,  lumber,  Buffalo,  Ill.; 
Thomas  V.  Hopper,  merchant,  Jacksonville,  Ill.;  Isaac  E.  Merritt, 
banker,  Hoopcston,  Ill.;  Charles  W.  Groves,  educator.  Champaign, 
III.;  De  Lafayette  Musselman,  business  college,  Quincy,  III.  Re¬ 
serve — 'Alji  R.  Crook,  chief  State  museum.  Centennial  Bldg.,  Spring¬ 
Aeld,  Ill.;  Cliff  GuAd,  educator,  Illinois  Wesleyan  University,  Bloom¬ 
ington,  HI.;  Thomas  J.  Prentice,  merchant,  Decatur,  III. 
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The  Coming  Year  in  the  Advocates 

A  Few  F eature  Articles  which  will  appear  in  the  Advocates  during  the  Next  Few  Months  are  listed  below. 
These  and  Other  Articles  will  help  to  make  a  Journal  Unsurpassed  in  Timely  Interest  and  Lasting  Value, 


IDEALISM  AND  PROSPERITY 
By  William  Allen  White 

Is  billlon-dollar  America  losing  her  soul?  Mr.  White,  one  of  the 
most  far-sighted  leaders  of  opinion,  diagnoses  the  present  state  of 
idealism. 

A  FORGOTTEN  USE  OF  THE  EPISCOPACY 
THE  PULPIT  COMMITTEE 

Two  articles  by  Bishop  F.  J.  McConnell 

Discusses  the  working  of  some  phases  of  Methodist  machinery  not 
mentioned  in  the  Discipline.  Articles  no  Methodist  can  afford  to  miss. 

TRY  THESE  TESTS  ON  YOUR  CHURCH 
By  Professor  H.  A.  Overstreet 

Perhaps"  ydu  remember  Professor  Overstreet’s  stimulating  article 
last  spring  on  “Psychology  for  Better  Preaching.”  Here  he  brings 
together  some  significant  tests  by  which  to  measure  the  real  working 
power  of  a  Church.  His  tests  are  not  superficial.  They  deal  with 
the  vital  workings  of  the  Church  in  its  community  and  the  world. 

THE  SEVEN  WONDERS  OF  THE  WORLD 
By  Stanley  High 

How  many  of  the  seven  wonders  of  the  ancient  world  can  you  re¬ 
member?  It  does  not  matter  much  today  what  they  were.  What 
does  matter  is  the  seven  wonders  of  the  modern  world — ^the  notable 
currents  of  thought  and  action.  Stanley  High  has  traveled  around 
the  world  during  the  last  year  and  records  in  a  series  of  three  articles 
what  he  rr^ards  as  the  seven  greatest  wonders  of  the  modern  world. 

TWENTY  YEARS  ON  THE  BOWERY 
By  Jphn  Callahan 

Chaplain  of  the  Tombs  Prison,  New  York  City 

For  years  John  Callahan  has  been  the  intimate  friend  of  thousands 
M  criminals,  who  have  passed  through  the  Tombs  Prison  in  New 
Yorfc  In  addition,  he  is  and  has  been  for  years,  superintendent  of 
tM  Hamey  Rescue  Hall  on  the  Bowery.  He  records  in  this  series 
of  articles  some  interesting  experiences  and  recollections. 

AMERICA  FACING  THE  FUTURE 

* 

By  John  Langdon  Davies 

The  author  of  The  New .  Age  of  Faith  here  records  the  impressions 
made  by  a  year  of  close  observance  of  life  in  America. 

THOUGHTS  FOR  AN  AGE  OF  AVIATION 
By  P,  Whitwell  Wilson 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  the  New  York  Times,  who  has  contributed  many 
illuminating  articles  to  the  Advocates,  writes  on  the  Limits  of  Loco¬ 
motion. 

SCIENCE  AND  HUMAN  LIFE 
By  William  Lyon  Phelps 

Professor  Phelps,  of  Yale,  one  of  the  most  popular  critics  and  lec- 
country,  here  discusses  the  place  of  science  and  romance 
in  life  from  an  unusual  and  Interesting  angle. 

IF  I  WERE  THE  PREACHER 
(A  sales  manager’s  views) 

By  B.  J.  Williams 

WHERE  MAIN  STREET  ENDS 
By  Lewis  T.  GuMd 

A  close-up  view  of  life  in  Los  Angeles.  A  mirror,  however,  in 
which  other  parts  of  the  country  can  see  their  own  portraits. 

WHAT  THE  MOVIES  ARE  DOING  TO  AMERICA 
By  Professor  Earl  Barnes 

Professor  Barnes  has  been  for  many  years  one  of  the  favorite  lec¬ 
turers  on  the  Chautauqua  platform.  Needless  to  say,  this  article 
is  not  propaganda  for  the  movies.  It  is  an  estimate  by  a  keen  mind 
of  the  intcllcctuEl  find  moral  effects  which  the  movies  are  havlna  in 
the  country  today. 


ON  THE  WINGS  OF  THE  DOLLAR 

By  Carrie  Chapman  Catt 

A  message  for  an  age  of  prosperity.  ^ 

WHAT  I  LIKE  ABOUT  OUR  PREACHER 
THINGS  I  WISH  OUR  PASTORS  WOULD  NOT  DO 
A  dozen  laymen  speak  out  in  meeting 

THE  CHURCH  AND  THE  NEGRO 
By  Dr.  Mordecai  W.  Johnson 

Dr.  Johnson  is  president  of  Howard  University,  Washington,  D.  C. 
In  this  frank  and  outspoken  article  he  does  not  mince  matters  when 
it  comes  to  the  crucial  issues  which  the  Church  faces  in  dealing  with 
race  questions. 

HIGH  SPOTS  ON  THE  MISSIONARY  HORIZON 

Articles  containing  news  and  interpretations  from  the  ends  of  the 
earth  in  the  present  great  days  of  transition  in  the  Christian  enter¬ 
prise  throughout  the  world. 

EFFECTIVE  EVANGELISM 
By  Bishop  T.  S.  Henderson 

Giving  a  glimpse  of  some  of  the  most  fruitful  evangelistic  undertak¬ 
ings  now  going  forward  in  Methodism. 

LETTERS  FROM  ENGLAND 
By  Arthur  D.  Belden 

Pastor  of  Whitefield’s  Church,  London,  England. 

TWO  SERIES  OF  ARTICLES 

I.  PROHIBITION — A  group  of  authoritative  ar¬ 

ticles  including 

NEXT  STEP  IN  PROHIBITION 
By  Ernest  H.  Cherrington 

INDUSTRIAL  RESULTS  OF  PROHIBITION 

By  Professor  H.  Feldman 
Dartmouth  College 
And  other  Articles. 

II.  COUNTRY  LIFE  AND  THE  COUNTRY 

CHURCH 

THE  COUNTRY  VERSUS  THE  CITY 
By  Arthur  E.  Holt 

THE  RURAL  CHURCH  AND  THE  FUTURE 

By  Charles  J.  Galpm 

{United  States  Department  of  Agriculture) 

THE  FARMER’S  BURDENS  AND  HANDICAPS 
By  Benson  Y.  Landis 

THE  SCRIPTURAL  LIFE 

Stimulating  articles  on  religion  and  the  life  of  the 
spirit  by 

John  A.  Hutton  Lyrm  H.  Hough 

M.S.Rice  E.F.  Tittle 

Richard  Roberts  A,  B.  Austin 

J oseph  Fort  Newton  Dean  Inge 

Wilfred  T.  Grenfell  Maude  Royden 

and  others 

THE  PREACHER  AND  HIS  MESSAGE  TODAY 
By  President  James  A.  Beebe 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE  QUESTIONS 

The  great  issues  before  the  C%urch  in  the  coming  General  Conference 
discussed  from  many  angles  by  members  and  ministers  of  the  Church 
in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
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UNITED  STATES  BATTLESHIP  TENNESSEE  FIRING  A  BROADSIDE 


Has  the  United  States  a  Peace  Program 

Shall  the  Geneva  Fiasco  Be  Followed  By  an  Era  of  Competitive  Militarism? 

By  Bishop  Edgar  Blake 


Geneva  was  a  fiasco.  Begun  in  hope,  it  ended  mensurate  with  our  i 
in  despair.  The  American  delegates  declared  the  gods  of  war  are  neA 
business  would  be  finished  within  forty-eight  much  you  feed  them 
hours.  After  nearly  forty-eight  days  they  folded  their  Some  months  agi 
tents  and  silently  stole  away  a.mid  the  scoifings  of  a  con-  O.R.C.,  wrote  a  seri( 
tinent.  the  alarmist  caption 

The  failure  of  the  conference  was  evident  even  before  His  aim  was  to  show 
it  began.  The  lack  of  preparation,  the  caliber  of  its  was  in  imminent  dar 
membership,  the  point  of  approach  to  the  problem,  the  financial  support, 

failure  to  grasp  the  fundamental  issue  made  success  im-  Congress  for  our  wi 

possible.  It  was  not  the  fault  of  Japan,  or  France,  or  ^ 

Italy.  Europe  placed  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  Ine  Hlgger  fi 

success.  Neither  did  Asia.  Even  the  Bolsheviks  have 

thus  far  escaped  responsibility.  Nobody  but  the  Amer-  In  the  National 
ican  and  English  delegates  and  the  governments  they  rep-  provision  for  the  cr 
resented  are  to  blame  for  the  Geneva  impasse.  The  two  imately  800,000  off 
great  Anglo-Saxon  powers  wrangling  over  minor  mat-  army,  the  National 
ters,  squabbling  over  petty  issues,  airing  their  grievances  under  the  control  ol 
in  the  public  press,  exhibiting  their  diplomatic  linen  to  not  include  the  pers 
the  world,  was  a  spectacle  to  make  the  gods  merry  at  the  under  military  inst 
foolishness  of  men.  Taking  all  of  the 

The  whole  affair  would  be  laughable  if  it  were  not  for  the  Defense  Act  w( 
its  consequences.  Already  the  demand  for  increased  than  a  million  men, 
armaments  has  made  its  way  into  public  print.  A  bigger  was  exhausted  by  v 
and  better  navy  is  the  rallying  cry  of  the  patriots.  The  sight,  or  a  nation  t 
press  announces  that  six  new  cruisers  are  to  be  con-  security  of  Americi 
structed  at  once,  with  more  to  follow.  Later  a  demand  this  colossal  milita 
will  be  made  for  a  bigger  and  better  army — “one  com-  unsuspecting  natioi 
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General  Reillj  complains  that  this  adventure  in  mili- 
^  tarism  has  never  been  carried  out;  that  our  forces  have 
never  been  recruited  to  the  strength  contemplated  by 
Congress.  “Our  national  defense  on  land,  in  and  under 
sea,  and  in  the  air  does  not  in  any  way  fulfill  the  pro¬ 
gram  Congress  laid  down  as  adequate.”  The  conditions 
under  which  officers  and  men  must  live  are  bad  and  their 
morale  is  low.  “In  a  majority  of  cases  the  men  must  live 
in  tumble-down  shacks,  built  as  temporary  structures 
when  we  entered  the  war  ten  years  ago.  Frequently  they 
must  go  into  their  own  pockets  if  their  barracks  are  to 
be  made  really  comfortable.  The  officers  are  as  badly  off 
as  the  men.  They  have  been  compelled,  even  to  a  greater 
extent  than  the  men,  to  reach  into  their  own  pockets  to 
make  their  quarters  habitable. 

**The  men  spend  most  of  their  time  repairing  bar¬ 
racks,  stables,  roads,  outworn  plumbing  and  water  sys¬ 
tems,  and  other  odd  jobs  which  have  nothing  to  do  with 
soldiering.  Instead  of  a  dashing  cavalryman  or  field  ar¬ 
tilleryman,  as  shown  by  recruiting  posters,  he  finds  him¬ 
self  a  combination  of  an  ordinary  laborer  and  a  livery 
stable  groom.”  As  a  result  the  regular  officer,  discouraged 
over  present  conditions,  is  beginning  to  lose  heart  in  his 
work.  While  the  enlisted  men,  disgusted  with  army  life, 
are  deserting  it  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  per  cent  a  year. 

The  Present  Status  of  National  Defense 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Government  is  spending 
$360,000,000  annually  for  the  maintenance  of  the  army, 
one  wonders  where  the  money  is  going.  Who  is  getting 
it?  Who  is  profiting  from  the  huge  expenditures  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  is  making?  Clearly  it  is  not  the  oflicers  and 
men.  Is  it  possible  the  citizen  on  the  side  lines  is  bene- 
^  fiting  at  the  army’s  expense?  Have  we  still  among  us 
those  super-patriots  of  1917-18  who  believe  in  war  “for 
revenue  only”? 

It  should  be  said,  however,  that  General  Reilly  writes 
with  much  of  the  emotional  abandon  of  a  journalist. 
Those  who  want  the  facts,  and  nothing  but  the  facts, 
uncolored  by  the  writer’s  prejudices,  will  find  him  some¬ 
what  disappointing.  His  style  is  that  of  a  propagandist 
who  has  an  idea  to  sell  to  the  public.  Occasionally  his 
facts  appear  to  be  colored  to  suit  the  exigencies  of  his 
argument.  Comparing  the  military  expenditure  of  the 
United  States  with  those  of  France,  he  says  the  former 
spends  $2.20  per  capita  on  its  army  while  the  latter  spends 
approximately  $22.33.  If  this  statement  were  true,  it 
would  raise  the  annual  expenditures  of  France  to  the 
enormous  total  of  $900,000,000,  whereas  France  spends 
a  little  less  than  $200,000,000  on  its  army.  It  is  evident 
that  the  general  translated  his  French  francs  into  dollars 
at  their  normal  value  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  are 
worth  only  3.93  cents.  He  complains  rather  bitterly 
against  the  pacifists,  whom  he  charges  with  twisting  and 
distorting  the  facts  when  they  are  dealing  with  military 
expenditures. 

What  are  the  facts?  What  is  the  status  of  our  na¬ 
tional  defense?  Is  it  really  caving  in  as  the  general  as¬ 
serts?  Have  we  no  adequate  assurance  of  our  security? 
According  to  his  own  admissions,  we  have  a  military  force 
of  400,000  men,  including  the  regular  army,  the  National 
Guard,  and  the  organized  reserve.  In  the  last  group 
alone  he  states  that  we  have  96,242  officers.  If  we  in¬ 
clude  our  naval  personnel  and  the  112,000  men  under  mili¬ 
tary  instruction  in  our  educational  institutions,  we  have 


200,000  men  to  add  to  our  “criunbling  defense.”  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  according  to  President  Coolidge,  “Our  en¬ 
tire  permanent  and  reserve  land  and  sea  force  trained  and 
in  training  consists  of  a  personnel  of  about  610,000 — the 
largest  we  ever  maintained  in  time  of  peace.” 

The  Milwaukee  Journal  quotes  General  Hines  as  say¬ 
ing  that  the  United  States  has  more  officers — ^brigadier- 
generals,  colonels,  lieutenant-colonels,  majors,  captains, 
and  lieutenants — than  it  had  in  our  army  in  France  when 
peace  was  declared.  The  total  officers  in  June,  1926,  were 
128,275,  as  against  83,006  in  the  American  Expeditionary 
Force.  According  to  General  Hines,  we  could  put  into 
the  field  at  short  notice  an  army  one  third  larger  than 
that  which  “moved  to  victory  in  the  Argonne.”  It  would 
appear  from  the  statements  of  President  Coolidge  and 
General  Hines  that  our  military  defense  is  not  crumbling 
very  rapidly.  Never  in  our  history,  except  in  actual 
war,  did  the  United  States  have  so  many  men  under  arms 
as  at  the  present  time.  Why  we  need  a  force  of  600,000 
men,  trained  and  in  training,  has  not  been  made  clear  by 
those  who  advocate  the  strengthening  of  our  national  de¬ 
fense.  There  may  be  good  reasons  for  such  a  military 
adventure,  but  if  they  exist  they  are  the  possession  of  the 
few,  and  not  of  the  general  public. 

Our  expenditures  for  military  and  naval  purposes 
are  even  more  impressive  than  the  strength  of  our  mili¬ 
tary  and  naval  forces.  The  facts  certainly  do  not  war¬ 
rant  the  charge  that  Congress  has  been  niggardly  parsi¬ 
monious  in  its  financial  support  of  our  defense  program. 
The  present  yearly  appropriations  are :  army,  $366,722,- 
122 ;  navy,  $313,816,600,  a  grand  total  of  $680,637,622. 
This  amount  is  two  and  one  half  times  as  much  as  France 
is  spending  on  her  army  and  navy.  Many  Americans 
who  think  of  France  as  militaristic  would  be  shocked  be¬ 
yond  measure  if  a  similar  charge  were  laid  at  America’s 
door.  Yet  France’s  expenditures  seem  petty  as  com¬ 
pared  with  ours. 

What  the  United  States  is  Spending  for  War 
Preparation 

The  annual  expenditures  of  the  United  States  for  war 
preparation  exceed  the  combined  expenditures  of  France, 
Italy,  Germany,  Turkey,  and  Russia. 

The  United  States  is  spending  $20,000,000  more  on 
its  air  program  alone  ($82,000,000)  than  Mexico  is 
spending  on  its  entire  war  budget  ($63,238,895).  And 
yet  we  have  many  hysterical  patriots  who  speak  of  Mex¬ 
ico  as  a  menace.  Even  our  State  Department  suffers 
from  periodic  “nerves”  at  the  “doings”  of  our  Southern 
neighbor. 

In  the  last  six  years  our  appropriations  for  military 
and  naval  purposes  have  amounted  to  $4,000,000,000. 
Our  present  expenditures  for  war  preparation,  if  applied 
to  constructive  enterprises,  would  be  sufficient  to  rebuild 
and  equip  the  entire  railroad  system  of  the  United  States 
in  ten  years.  They  could  recreate  and  endow  all  the  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  of  the  land  in  a  single  decade.  And 
all  this  expenditure  and  preparation  for  war  is  being 
made  at  a  time  when,  according  to  President  Coolidge, 
“No  threatening  cloud  darkens  the  sky” ;  and  in  spite  of 
his  declaration  that  “the  American  Government  and  peo¬ 
ple  are  convinced  that  competitive  armaments  constitute 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  and  contributing  causes  of 
international  suspicion  and  discord,  and  are  calculated 
eventually  to  lead  to  war.” 

The  only  nation  whose  military  and  naval  expend!- 
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tures  exceed  those  of  the  United  States  is  the  British  em¬ 
pire,  whose  annual  budget  amounts  to  $864,149,296. 
These  two  nations,  that  are  supposed  to  stand  as  the  great 
exponents  of  peace,  are  spending  more  money  for  prep- 
.  aration  for  war  than  all  the  nations  of  continental  Eu¬ 
rope  and  Asia,  with*  the  exception  of  China,  and  South 
America  combined.  Approximately  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
world’s  total  military  and  naval  expenditures  are  charge¬ 
able  to  the  British  empire  and  the  United  States.  To¬ 
gether  these  two  great  English-speaking  peoples  will 
spend  $15,000,000,000  during  the  present  decade  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  war.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  other  peoples 
of  the  world  scoff  at  Anglo-Saxon  pretensions  to  peace; 


that  they  derisively  sneer  when  Americans  and  English 
speak  of  disarmament? 

How  long  will  the  taxpayers  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  stand  the  strain  of  their  governments’ 
colossal  expenditures  for  militaristic  purposes?  How 
long  will  these  nations  remain  content  with  a  political 
leadership  whose  blindness  and  folly  not  only  waste  the 
wealth  of  the  people,  but  whose  policies  will  eventually 
plunge  them  into  war  again? 

PAKIS,  FEANCE. 

(Note. — Except  as  otherwise  noted,  the  statistical  daVE-  in  the 
foregoing  article  is  taken  from  figures  furnished  by  the  Stutlatics 
Branch  of  the  United  States  War  Department  and  other  officiai 
sources. — E.  B.)  ^ 


“The  Future  of  the  Eighteenth 

Amendment” 

By  Bishop  James  Cannon,  Jr. 

BUhop  of  the  MethodUt  Episcopal  Church,  South 


ENATOR  WILLIAM  E.  BORAH  has  written  an 
article  with  the  above  title  which  has  been  printed 
in  the  Christian  Advocates.  This  article  begins 
with  the  following  statement: 

“Bishop  James  Cannon,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Temperance 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  gave  out  an  interview  on 
April  16  last  in  which  he  declared  that  the  Eighteenth  Amendment 
and  its  enforcement  could  not  and  should  not  become  a  party  ques- 
.  tion,  and  that  no  effort  should  be  made  to  make  it  a  party  (]|uestion. 
With  great  respect  for  Bishop  Cannon,  I  venture  the  opinion  that  if 
that  course  is  effectually  pursued  and  becomes  the  settled  policy  of 
the  supporters  of  the  amendment,  then  the  maintenance  and  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  becomes  an  utter  impossibility.” 

The  interview  to  which  Senator  Borah  refers  was 
given  out  in  Paris  immediately  following  the  statement 
made  by  Senator  Robinson  conceniing  the  attitude  of 
the  Democratic  senatorial  caucus  on  the  prohibition 
question.  My  exact  language  in  that  interview  as  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  New  York  Times  was  as  follows: 

“Senator  Robinson’s  statement  that  in  the  very  nature  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  proihibition  cannot  be  made  a  party  issue,  exactly  agrees  with  the 
facts  and  with  the  position  which  the  Board  of  Temperance  of  my 
own  church  and  also  the  Anti-Saloon  League  of  America  have  con¬ 
sistently  taken.  Prohibition  has  not  been  and  Is  not  to-day  a  partisan 
political  issue.  The  Prohibition  Party  endeavored  to  handle  prohi¬ 
bition  as  a  partisan  political  question  and  utterly  failed.  ^ 

“Neither  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  nor  State-wide  prohibition 
laws  have  been  endorsed  in  platforms  or  by  any  conventions  of  the 
two  great  political  parties.  They  have  been  proposed,  advocated,  and 
finally  adopted  as  non-partisan  legislation  on  which  it  was  clearly 
recognised  that  the  Democrats  and  Republicans  alike  were  hopelessly 
divided.  At  both  the  San  Francisco  and  New  York  conventions  Mr. 
Bryan  favored  a  prohibition  plank  in  the  platform,  and  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  fought  strenuously  on  the  committee  and  in  the  convention  for 
fts  insertion.  It  fell  to  my  lot  to  lead  the  opposition  to  such  action 
by  the  Platform  Committee  and  to  insist  instead  upon  the  law  en¬ 
forcement  plank,  which  action  was  recommended  by  the  committee 
and  was  approved  by  the  convention. 

“Efforts  (by  Senators  Bruce,  Eidwards,  and  others)  to  brand  the 
Democratic  Party  as  wet,  have  been  flatly  repudiated  by  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  senatorial  caucus  (according  to  Senator  Robinson’s  statement), 
and  the  position  of  the  caucus  in  favor  of  a  law  enforcement  plank 
will  logically  eliminate  both  Smith  and  Ritchie,  for  both  have  favored 
practically  non-enforcement  policies. 

“The  nomination  of  either  Smith  or  Ritchie  would  make  the  para¬ 
mount  issue  of  the  campaign  neither  Democracy  nor  Republicanism, 
nor  even  prohibition.  The  issue  would  be  Nullification  versus  Ob¬ 
servance  of  the  Constitution,  Lawlessness  versus  Law  Enforcement.” 


This  quotation  from  the  Paris  interview  indicates  very 
clearly  that  I  did  not  declare,  as  Senator  Borah  states, 
“that  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  and  its  enforcement 
could  not  and  should  not  become  a  party  question,”  etc. 

I  did  declare  that  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  itself 
should  not  become  a  party  question,  but  the  wording  of 
the  interview  clearly  indicates  that  I  did  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  insist  upon  a  law  enforcement  plank,  which  plank 
was  adopted  by  the  convention.  It  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  for  any  proper  understanding  of  the  position  of  my¬ 
self  and  those  who  agree  with  me,  that  the  advocacy  of 
the  Eighteenth  Amendment  as  embodying  a  belief  in  the 
principle  of  prohibition  should  be  carefully  discriminated 
from  insistence  upon  the  enforcement  of  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

I  have  great  respect  for  Senator  Borah,  and  I  usually 
find  myself  in  agreement  with  his  position  on  constitu¬ 
tional  and  moral  questions.  And  I  am  in  full  agreement 
with  the  purpose  of  his  recent  article.  We  both  desire 
the  upholding  and  the  enforcement  of  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment.  We  agree  in  our  opposition  not  only  to  or¬ 
dinary  law-breaking,  but  to  that  special  form  of  law¬ 
breaking  which  attempts  to  surround  itself  with  a  halo  of 
courage  and  even  of  conscience  in  openly  defying  a  statute 
which  inconveniently  thwarts  the  legal  gratification  of  a 
sensual  appetite.  This  advocacy  of  nullification  is  prac¬ 
tically  the  same,  whether  it  takes  the  form  advocated  and 
successfully  carried  out  by  Governor  Smith  of  repealing 
the  New  York  State  Prohibition  Enforcement  Code,  or  by 
Governor  Ritchie  of  successfully  opposing  the  passage  of 
any  State  enforcement  prohibition  law  for  Maryland, 
which  action  gives  free  rein  to  liquor  lawbreakers  in  New 
York  and  Maryland  with  little  possibility  of  arrest  or 
punishment ;  or  whether  it  is  in  the  form  of  more  open  de¬ 
fiant  declarations  quoted  by  Senator  Borah  such  as 
“Nullification  is  the  safety  valve  which  helps  a  self-govern¬ 
ing  community  to  avoid  the  alternative  between  tyranny 
and  revolution.” 

Furthermore,  I  am  in  full  agreement  with  Senator 
Borah  that  the  question,  “Can  the  Constitution  as  de¬ 
liberately  written  be  upheld  and  enforced  until  it  is  re¬ 
pealed?”  is  a  very  much  greater  question  than  “Wet  or 
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dry  ?”  But  I  must  submit  that  there  are  two  very  distinct 
questions  to  be  considered,  both  of  which  ultimately  must 
be  considered,  and  that  any  far-reaching,  constructive 
policy  must  have  both  these  questions  in  mind.  The  first 
question  is  somewhat  as  Senator  Borah  has  stated  it: 
“Shall  the  Consitution  of  the  United  States  be  upheld  and^ 
enforced  until  it  is  repealed?”  But  there  is  also  the 
second  question,  as  Senator  Borah  well  knows  from  his 
debai  with  President  Butler,  namely:  “Shall  the  Eight¬ 
eenth  Amendment  be  repealed?”  The  first  question  is  a 
questio-i*  of  law  enforcement  pure  and  simple,  the  second 
question  is  constitutional,  namely:  “After  a  trial  of  the 
Eighteenth  Amendment,  shall  it  be  repealed?” 

I  think  a  careful  reading  of  the  Paris  interview,  as 
quoted  above,  concerning  the  statement  of  Senator  Robin¬ 
son,  chairman  of  the  Democratic  caucus,  clearly  differ¬ 
entiates  between  these  two  questions,  .Senator  Robinson 
stated  that  the  Democratic  caucus  favored  a  law  en¬ 
forcement  plank  in  the  Democratic  platform,  but  did 
not  favor  a  deliverance  on  the  question  of  whether  the 
Democratic  party,  as  a  party,  approved  of  the  principle 
of  prohibition  to  such  an  extent  that  no  Democrat  could 
oppose  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  or  attempt  to  have  it 
repealed  and  retain  his  standing  as  a  Democrat.  I  think 
that  Senator  Borah  does  minimize,  if  he  does  not  ignore, 
the  very  great  difference  there  is  between  these  two  po¬ 
sitions.  A  man  may  be  honest  and  law-abiding  and  stand 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  as  long 
as  it  is  the  law  of  the  land,  and  yet  that  same  man  may 
refuse  absolutely  to  endorse  the  principle  contained  in  the 
Eighteenth  Amendment,  stating  his  reasons  for  his  oppo¬ 
sition  thereto  and  his  insistence  that  it  is  a  bad  law  and 
should  be  repealed. 

Shall  Political  Parties  Be  Asked  to  Endorse 
the  Prohibition  Principle? 

The  practical  question  is :  “Shall  it  be  demanded  that 
the  Democratic  Party  or  the  Republican  Party  adopt 
a  plank  which  declares  the  party  to  be  in  favor  of  the 
principle  contained  in  the  Eighteenth  Amendment,  br  shall 
it  adopt  a  plank  demanding  that  the  Eighteenth  Amend¬ 
ment  be  enforced  equally  with  all  other  provisions  in  the 
Constitution?”  The  two  great  parties  did  in  1920  and 
again  in  1924  adopt  practically  the  same  kind  of  Law 
Enforcement  plank,  but  neither  party  adopted  a  plank 
approving  the  principle  involved  in  the  Eighteenth  Amend¬ 
ment.  Senator  Robinson  in  his  statement  certainly  in¬ 
timated  that  he  agreed  the  Democratic  Party  should 
reiterate  its  pre\nous  pledge  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
Eighteenth  Amendment,  but  that  it  should  not  adopt  a 
plank  which  should  bind  the  members  of  the  Democratic 
Party  to  a  belief  in  the  principle  of  prohibition. 

I  agreed  on  April  15,  and  do  now  agree  with  that 
position,  and  having  read  Senator  Borah’s  article  with 
great  care,  I  find  in  it  no  reason  advanced  to  change 
my  views ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  Senator  Borah  presents 
facts  and  arguments  which  support  my  position. 

Senator  Borah  declares:  “After  fifty  years  of  effort,  after  trying 
small  units  and  large  units,  after  licensing  and  local  option,  after 
traveKng  back  and  forth  over  the  ground,  and  really  getting  nowhere, 
the  people  concluded  to  outlaw  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquors  for  beverage  purposes  and  to  write  the  terms  of  out¬ 
lawry  in  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  It  was  an  extraordinary  thing 
to  do.  Never  before  had  a  great  nation  undertaken  a  similar  task, 
but  the  people  were  for  the  undertaking.  Forty-six  out  of  the  forty- 
eight  States  approved  and  ratified  the  amendment!” 


The  Non-Partisan  Prohibition  Policy 

Though  disagreeing  with  Senator  Borah’s  statement 
about  “really  getting  nowhere”  (for  prohibition  by  local 
option  and  State-wide  prohibition  laws  made  national  pro¬ 
hibition  possible),  it  is  pertinent  to  ask  the  question.  How 
was  that  “extraordinary  thing”  done?  The  effort  has 
been  made  to  do  it  by  making  it  a  partisan  political 
issue,  as  Senator  Borah  now  suggests,  even  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  organizing  a  third  party  with  a  prohibition 
platform  and  partisan  candidates.  That  method  was  a 
flat  failure  except  in  so  far  as  it  stirred  the  public 
conscience.  But  what  was  the  method  which  was  pro¬ 
posed  and  has  been  followed  for  thirty-five  years  by 
the  Anti-Saloon  League  of  America?  It  was  the  non¬ 
partisan,  the  omni-partisan  policy  of  asking  for  no  po¬ 
litical  party  platforms,  but  of  advocating  and  demand¬ 
ing  the  election  of  individual  candidates  in  both  parties 
who  favored  the  prohibition  policy.  This  non-partisan 
policy  was  approved  by  the  people,  and  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment  is  the  result  of  the  adoption  and  the  suc¬ 
cessful  carrying  out  of  that  very  policy  which  Senator 
Borah  would  now  discard. 

Even  the  enemies  of  prohibition  admit  that  the  non¬ 
partisan,  omni-partisan  policy  was  successful  in  securing 
the  adoption  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment,  and  Sena¬ 
tor  Borah’s  statement  itself  indicates  the  same  thing. 
Senator  Borah  himself  states  very  forcibly  that  the  pres¬ 
ent  issue  is  not  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  itself,  but  the 
enforcement  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment.  He  says: 

“If  the  proposal  was  to  repeal  the  proposition  politically,  it  would 
be  wholly  different.  But  that  is  not  the  proposal.  Nullification  is  to 
be  accepted  as  a  just  and  wise  rule  of  conduct  for  communities.  States, 
and  the  nation.  It  is  proposed  to  adopt  nullification  as  a.  method 
of  legislation  as  it  were.  Are  we,  with  such  a  proposal  confronting  us, 
to  be  told  that  this  is  not  to  be  made  a  party  question — that  there 
may  be  some  in  our  party  who  do  not  believe  in  upholding  the  Con¬ 
stitution  until  it  is' repealed?  What  kind  of  a  cowardly,  political  ex¬ 
pediency  is  that?” 

The  Lessons  of  Prohibition  History 

1  submit  that  there  is  not  one  word  in  my  interview 
of  April  15  which  even  intimates  that  nullification  can¬ 
not  and  should  not  be  very  properly  denounced  in  party 
platforms  and  that  law  enforcement  should  not  be  de¬ 
manded  in  the  strongest  possible  terms..  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  is  exactly  what  I  did  demand  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  and  that  is  what  should  be  contained  in  the  plat¬ 
form  of  both  the  great  parties  in  1928,  as  a  direct  re¬ 
ply  to  the  advocates  of  nullification  in  both  parties.  But 
that  is  not  demanding  that  political  parties  adopt  a  plank 
declaring  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  prohibition  contained 
in  the  Eighteenth  Amendment.  Moreover,  I  venture  to 
assert  that  if  a  declaration  in  a  party  platform  de¬ 
manding  law  enforcement,  including  the  enforcement  of 
the  Eighteenth  Amendment,  is  not  “a  stand  that  means 
anything”  (as  Senator  Borah  asserted),  why  should  it 
be  thought  by  Senator  Borah  that  a  declaration  in  a 
party  platform,  by  a  convention  composed  of  the  same 
men,  in  favor  of  the  prohibition  principle  of  the  Eight¬ 
eenth  Amendment  would  “mean  anything”? 

As  it  was  not  by  the  adoption  of  planks  in  political 
party  platforms  that  State-wide  prohibition  laws  and 
finally  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  were  adopted,  but  by 
the  election  of  members  of  Legislatures  and  of  members 
of  Congress,  in  both  the  Democratic  and  the  Republican 
parties,  who  voted  for  such  legislation,  so  exactly  in  the 
same  way  will  the  enforcement  of  prohibition  laws  be 
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secured,  namely :  first,  by  the  election  of  members  of 
Legislatures  and  of  Congress  who  will  vote  for  law  en¬ 
forcement  codes  and  for  such  appropriations  as  may  be 
necessary  for  efilcient  enforcement;  and  secondly,  by  the 
election  and  the  appointment  of  administrative  officials 
who  will  enforce  the  law.  That  is  the  historic  policy  of 
the  Anti-Saloon  League  of  America.  It  centers  its  ac¬ 
tivities  upon  the  appointment  and  the  election  of  men 
who  may  fairly  be  considered  as  “dry”  from  their  past 
records  and  present  pledges. 

If  I  might  change  slightly  one  of  Senator  Borah’s 
sentences,  I  would  say  “that  while  you  are  passing  party 
platforms,  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment  will  be  naming  the  officials  and  tampering 
with  the  machinery  through  and  by  means  of  which  alone 
your  plea  can  be  made  effective.”  It  is  because  of  the 
recognition  of  that  very  fact,  stated  so  forcibly  by  Sena¬ 
tor  Borah,  that  the  Anti-Saloon  League  of  America  does 
not  concern  itself  primarily  with  party  platforms,  but 
primarily  with  the  matter  of  securing  the  appointment 
and  the  election  of  officials  through  and  by  means  of 
whom  alone  the  demand  for  law  enforcement  can  be  made 
effective.  Senator  Borah’s  plan  might  secure  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  a  prohibition  plank  in  a  party  platform,  but  that 
plank  would  be  practically  worthless  unless  the  noitiinees 
of  the  party  should  be  favorable  to  enforcement  of  the 
prohibition  law.  And  that  very  prohibition  plank  of 
a  party  might  result  in  the  election  of  a  “lukewarm” 
candidate  of  that  party  instead  of  a  genuinely  “dry” 
candidate  of  a  party  which  had  not  adopted  a  prohibi¬ 
tion  plank. 

No !  We  should  not  abandon  the  policy  which  put 


When  Asbury  Rode  With  Christ 

By  Harry  Pressfield 

There  were  two  rode  forth: 

Christ  and  His  cavalier. 

When  the  earth  voices  called.  Come!  O  Come! 
Heart’s  ease  is  ours !  And  superlative  treasure. 

So  rare  is  the  gift  of  our  leisured  peace. 

Here  is  the  hearth  when  candle  time  has  come. 

When  blaze  of  log  and  merry  cheer  of  friend 
Is  walled  within  a  snug  content. 

With  well-accustomed  round  slip  through  the^ years — 
Happy  to  walk  the  old  familiar  ways. 

Now  till  the  fields,  now  sow,  now  reap,  now  store. 
And  make  more  sure  the  confidence  of  age. 

Then,  at  the  last,  with  kin  and  comfort  near. 

See  all  our  pageantry  of  time  grow  gray — 

And  bid  farewell  to  all  the  heart  holds  dear. 

There  were  two  rode  forth: 

Christ  and  His  cavalier. 

Christ  said  to  the  one :  See  now  the  realm ! 

Here  are  the  high  hills  and  there  the  great  sea. 

But  still  yet  more  this  vision  top  shall  thrill 
If  but  you  see  a  nation  yet  to  be. 

Here  sons  and  daughters  over  all  the  earth 
Shall  corporate  their  high  hopes  with  their  toil, 
And  build  them  here  upon  the  virgin  soil 
Such  commonweal  that  ne’er  before  had  birth. 
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the  Eighteenth  Amendment  into  the  Constitution.  One 
of  the  most  significantly  interesting  things  in  congres¬ 
sional  history  has  been  the  lining  up  of  Democrats  and 
Republicans,  Northerners  and  Southerners,  Easterners 
and  Westerners,  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  in  favor 
.of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  and  the  statutory  legisla¬ 
tion  needed  for  the  enforcement  of  the  same.  Why  should 
this  alliance  of  “dry”  representatives  from  every  section 
and  from  both  parties  be  discarded  for  partisan  political 
action?  Victory  for  effective  law  enforcement  will  not 
result  from  that  policy.  Let  us  elect,  in  the  future  as 
in  the  past,  supporters  of  prohibition  in  both  parties, 
and  let  us  demand  from  these  “dry”  legislators.  Con¬ 
gressmen  and  Senators,  whatever  amendments  to  the 
present  law,  and  whatever  appropriations  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  enforce  the  Eighteenth  Amendment.  And  let 
us  demand  that  pfficials  appointed  to  enforce  the  law 
shall  be  friendly  to  the  law  and  eager  and  active  to  en¬ 
force  it. 

Finally,  I  would  say  that  I  value  very  highly  the  great 
service  which  Senator  Borah  is  rendering  to  the  cause  of 
prohibition  by  his  positive,  uncompromising,  unanswer¬ 
able  advocacy  of  its  maintenance  and  enforcement  as  a 
wise,  beneficent  law.  But  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  think 
he  is  discriminating,  accurate,  or  warranted  in  describ¬ 
ing  as  “cowardly  political  expediency”  a  policy  which 
resulted  in  the  ratification  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment, 
and  a  policy  which,  if  carried  out  as  successfully  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past,  will  secure  the  election  and  the 
appointment  of  “dry”  officials,  and  through  them  the 
enforcement  of  the  prohibition  law. 

BICHMOND,  VIRGINIA. 


If  thou,  good  knight,  will  ride  along  with  Me, 

Then  shall  that  ancient  wonder  come  to  be 
Of  happy  hearts  made  flame  and  burning  tongue ; 
Old  men  dream  dreams  as  knowing  all  things  new. 
The  young  men  see  as  those  now  born  again. 

And  we  shall  see  within  the  wilderness — 

(If  thou  proclaim  to  these  who  newly  build. 

One  Stone  be  Comer  for  their  mighty  stress) — 

The  triumph  of  My  righteousness  endure. 

And  issue  from  our  travail  and  our  pain. 

The  joy  and  splendor  of  the  high  crusade. 

There  were  two  rode  forth: 

Christ  and  His  cavalier. 

The  Cost  of  a  Vital  Faith 

“r  ■  ^HERE  are  very  few  things  in  this  world  worth 
I  having  which  can  be  had  cheaply.  What  we  have 
come  to  call  the  strenuous  life  is  essential  to  all 
acquisition.  One  cannot  get  his  living  for  the  asking; 
he  must  work  for  his  living.  Why  should  it  require  less 
persistency  and  alertness  to  find  a  God  than  is  necessary 
to  find  a  dollar?  I  once  heard  a  young  man  remark  that 
the  name  of  God  had  lost  to  him  all  significance.  When, 
however,  he  was  asked  whether  his  interests,  reading,  and 
companionships  had  been  such  as  to  keep  the  spiritual 
life  real  and  near,  he  was  frank  enough  to  answer  that 
he  had  never  given  a  thought  to  such  matters  for  years. 
He  had  been  living  in  quite  another  world,  but  he  fancied 
that  if  religion  were  real,  it  would  somehow  break  into 
his  world  by  force.” — Francis  G.  Peabody. 
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#  Lincoln  Conference, 

Bishop  M.  W. 

The  Rev.  Alexander  Talbert  is  a  pastor  who  does 
thing's.  Bishop  F.  T.  Keeney  appointed  him  in 
October,  1925,  to  his  present  charge  at  Ardmore, 
Okla.  This  is  one  of  those  charges  that  require  first  a 
building  up  of  the  physical  plant  before  much  else  can 
be  accomplished.  Bro.  Talbert  promptly  sensed  this 
fact,  his  church  officials  acquiescing  with  him  in  the  needs 
and  the  remedy.  Agreeing  upon  the  wisest  procedure, 
the  entire  meihbership  and  pastor  launched  with  enthusi¬ 
asm  the  plan  for  a  much-needed  parsonage. 

That  the  time  was  opportune  and  the  pastor  had  his 
congregation  in  “a  mind  to  work”  is  shown  by  the  facts. 
In  March,  1926,  ground  was  broken  for  the  new  parson- 
age*  Funds  for  building  were  meager;  nevertheless  in 
just  one  month  after  ground-breaking,  the  new 
structure  was  completed.  It  is  a  beautiful,  modern,  six- 
room  house,  costing  $3,500.  Its  furniture  throughout 
is  of  heavy  oak,  the  whole  carrying  upon  it  ample  insur¬ 
ance  with  premium  paid  over  the  three-year  period.  When 
Pastor  Talbert  and  family  moved  into  the  newly  built 
parsonage,  the  night  air  was  made  clamorous  with  the 
songs  of  the  happy  church  throng  who  came  to  “warm” 
the  house,  for  members  and  friends  had  come  to  “storm” 
the  parsonage  with  150  pounds  of  choice  groceries. 

Last  year’s  achievement  were  but  an  earnest  of  what 
the  following  year  should  see  accomplished.  Bishop 
Clair  reappointed  Bro.  Talbert  to  Warren  Church.  Be¬ 
sides  the  winning  of  souls,  two  goals  loomed  big.  One  was 
to  pay  off  a  balance  of  $386  due  on  the  parsonage.  The 
other  was  to  provide  entertainment  for  the  approaching 
^  session  of  the  Conference  which  had  voted  to  be  the  guest 
of  this  church.  A  sixty-day  rally  easily  netted  money 
to  dispose  of  the  parsonage  debt.  For  this  was  done,  and 
a  snug  balance  was  left  to  begin  necessary  renovations  on 
the  church  building.  As  Bishop  Clair  calls  the  Confer¬ 
ence  to  order  in  the  comfortable  church  prepared  for  the 
coming  of  the  Conference,  he  does  so  amid  the  rejoicing 
and  shouts  of  the  people  that  they  are  so  favorably  blessed 
to  entertain  their  Conference.  “Warren  was  classed  as 
fourth  best,”  says  Pastor  Talbert,  “but  at  our  last  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  we  took  the  banner,  putting  our  church 
the  best  in  OklahoiAa  District.  We  led  in  everything  ex¬ 
cept  the  district  parsonage.  Our  World  Service  is  ten 
per  cent  in  advance  of  last  year.  We  have  more  members 
reading  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  than  ever 
before,  and  will  double  the  number  at  this  Conference  if 
Dr.  King,  the  editor,  be  present.”  This  is  the  language 
of  conscious  strength.  And  there  is  every  evidence  that 
this  will  be,  as  it  ought,  the  grandest  session  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  history.  An  attractive  ten-page  folder  of  the 
program  of  the  Conference  reveals  the  resourcefulness  of 
the  pastor: 

Tuesday,  October  25 

2  P.  M.— Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Examiners.  8  P.  M.— Sermon 
and  evangelistic  service,  the  Rev.  N.  J.  Johnson,  B.D.,  D.D. 

Wednesday,  October  26 

,  10  A.  M.— All  undergraduates  and  candidates  for  admission  on 
trial  and  local  orders  will  meet  the  Board  of  Examiners.  2  P.  M. — 
Holy  communion;  roll  call;  calling  roll  of  deceased  members;  or¬ 
ganisation;  memorial  service,  the  Rev.  D.  G.  Franklin  presiding; 
statistical  report;  addresses,  “Stewardship  and  Evangelism”;  ad- 
journment.  8  P.  M.— Anniversary  of  the  Board  of  Temperance, 

■I  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Con  well  presiding;  devotions,  the  Revs.  Dudley  Smith 
\  and  E.  P.  Phelps;  welcome  addresses:  on  behalf  of  city,  the  Hon. 
Kirk  Dyer,  city  manager;  on  behalf  of  the  Ministerial  Alliance,  Dr. 

L».  A.  Dawson  (white);  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Webb  (colored);  on  behalf 


Ardmore,  Oklahoma 

Clair.  Presiding 


^  The  Rev.  Alexander  Talbert,  Entertaining  Pastor 

of  Warren  Church,  Mrs.  C.  G.  Graham;  response,  the  Rev.  H.  T.  S. 
Johnson;  address.  Dr.  Geo.  Mecklenburg. 

Thursday ,  October  27 

9  A.  M.— Conference  session;  address,  Bishop  Matthew  W.  Clair, 
p.D.,  LL.D.  9.30  A.  M. — Conference  business.  12.10  P.  M. — Ad¬ 
dress,  “Stewardship  and  Evangelism.”  12.30  P.  M.^Adjournment. 
2,30  P.  M.  Anniversary  of  hospitals  and  homes  and  the  quarter 
centennial  of  the  Lincoln  Conference,  the  Rev.  B.  R.  Booker  presid- 
mg;  devotions,  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Cabbell;  organization  of  Conference 
(ten  minutes),  the  Rev.  D.  G.  Franklin;  The  Growth  of  the  Con¬ 
ference,  the  Rev.  Dudley  Smith;  A  Greater  Lincoln  Conference, 
the  Rev.  M.  W.  Clair,  Jr.,  S.T.M.,  the  Rev.  S.  L.  Deas  (ten  minutes 
each) ;  Pensions  and  Relief— Why  and  How,  the  Rev.  G.  G.  Logan, 
D.D.  (ten  minutes);  remarks.  Bishop  Matthew  W.  Clair,  D.D., 
l^.D. ;  adjournment.  7.16  P.  M. — Young  people’s  hour;  addresses, 
the  Rev.  F.  H.  Butler,  D.D.,  Mr.  L.  H.  Lightner.  8  P.  M.— Anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  Southwestern  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate,  the  Rev  M.  W.  Clair,  Jr.,  S.T.M.,  presiding;  devo¬ 
tions,  the  Revs.  A.  G.  Russell  and  Willis  Johnson;  addresses,  the 
Revs.  R.  I.  Faucett,  D.D.,  and  L.  H.  King,  D.D. 

^  Friday,  October  28 

9  A.  M.— Conference  session;  address.  Bishop  Matthew  W.  Clair, 
p.D.,  LL.D.  9.30  A.  M. — Conference  business.  12.10  P.  M. — Ad- 
dressM,  “Stewardship  and  Evangelism.”  2  P.  M.-^olnt  session  with 
Lay  Electoral  Conference;  devotions,  the  Revs.  J.  E.  Williams  and 
J.  O.  Murphy;  report  of  Lay  Electoral  Conference;  introduction  of 
General  Conference  delegates;  resolutions.  3  P.  M. — Anniversary 
of  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief,  the  Rev.  G.  G.  Logan,  D.D.,  pre¬ 
siding;  address,  the  Rev.  B.  M.  Powell,  D.D.  8  P.  M.— Lecture, 
“Liberia— Our  Responsibility,”  Bishop  Matthew  W.  Clair,  D.D., 
LL.D.,  the  Rev.  G.  F.  Tipton  presiding;  invocation,  the  Rev.  T.  B. 
Oville. 

Saturday,  October  29 

9  A.  M.— Conference  session;  address.  Bishop  Matthew  W.  Clair, 
p.p.,  LL.D.  12.10  P.  M. — Address,  “Stewardship  «nd  Evangelism.” 

.  .  Anniversary  Woman’s  Foreign  and  Home  Missionarv  So- 
cieties,  Mrs.  Covlnghouse  presiding;  address,  Mrs.  G.  T.  Saxton. 
8  P.  M.— Anniversary  of  Board  of  Education,  the  Bev.  G.  S.  Sawyer 
presiding;  devotions,  the  Revs.  W.  B.  Curtis  and  S.  H.  Johnson; 
addresses,  the  Revs.  W.  S.  Bovard,  D.D.,  and  I.  G.  Penn,  Litt.D. 

Sunday,  October  SO 

9  A.  M.— Model  Sunday  school.  9.46  A.  M. — Conference  love 
feast,  the  Rev.  N.  J.  Johnson  and  retired  ministers.  11  A.  M. — 
&rmon,  the  Rev.  L.  H.  King,  D.D.  8  P.  M. — The  ordination  service 
(Convention  Hall) ;  sermon.  Bishop  Matthew  W.  Clair,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

7.16  P.  M.— Epworth  League;  address,  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Bryant,  B.D. 

8.16  P.  M. — Anniversary  of  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church 
Extension,  the  Rev.  H.  T.  S.  Johnson  presiding;  prayer,  the  Rev. 
P.  W.  Webb;  address,  the  Rev.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  D.D.;  reading  of 
the  appointments;  benediction. 

Note.— Representatives  of  stewardship,  evangelism,  and  World 
Service  will  have  a  space  in  each  day’s  program. 
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Clair’s  Chapel  Cornerstone  Laying 

Home-coming  and  Re-dedication,  Omaha,  Nebraska 


Rev.  T.  B.  Oville 


FORMERLY  Grove  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church, 
now  Clair  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  is 
blessed  with  having  the  Rev.  T.  B. 
Oville,  formerly  of  the  Central 
Alabama  Conference,  as  its  pas¬ 
tor.  He  was  appointed  to  this 
charge  by  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair  at 
the  annual  session  of  the  Lincoln 
Conference,  held  at  Wichita, 
Kans.,  October,  1926.  Bishop 
Clair  had  spied  the  location  and  asked  the  Rev.  Oville 
if  he  would  take  charge  of  the  soldiers  and  capture  the 
location.  Oville  replied,  “I  will,  God  being  my  helper.” 
He  went  directly  to  his  work;  found  everything  at  low 
ebb.  He  rented  a  house  to  live  in  and  got  on  the  job. 
The  citizenship  of  Omaha,  irrespective  of  denomination, 
soon  found  that  he  was  a  gospel  preacher  and  a  Chris¬ 
tian  gentleman.  He  made  quite  a  few  friends  and  or¬ 
ganized  his  work  well.  District  Superintendent  B.  R. 
Booker  held  his  first  Quarterly  Conference,  endorsed  his 
plans  and  organization,  and  the  work  went  forward. 
Bishop  Clair  was-  soon  found  on  the  ground  to  help  out. 
This  he  did  in  a  masterly  way.  The  Rev.  Oville  secured 
an  attorney  for  the  church  and  everything  moved  legally. 

Dr.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
and  Church  Extension,  brought  words  of  encouragement 
and  a  challenge  from  the  board.  The  Rev.  Oville  and 
his  people  accepted  the  challenge  and  marched.  Plans 
were  well  laid  and  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  from 
every  angle.  Oville  went  after  $1,500;  $800  was  raised 
in  the  first  battle;  then  they  withdrew  and  made  plans 


to  recharge.  A  splendid  program  was  arranged  for  Au¬ 
gust  14.  On  August  8  the  district  superintendent,  B.  R. 
Booker,  moved  into  the  city  and  set  up  headquarters  at 
the  parsonage.  He  and  the  pastor  and  the  good  members 
worked  all  the  week  among  white  and  colored  people,  all 
helping  in  a  friendly  way.  During  the  week  they  were 
receiving  word  from  the  bishop  to  push  forward. 


CLAIR’S  CHAPEL  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH,  OMAHA,  NEBRASKA 
Formerly  Orove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 


CORNERSTONE  LAYING 

Saturday  morning,  August  13,  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Clair 
arrived  in  the  city  from  California,  where  they  had  been 
spending  two  or  three  weeks.  With  renewed  energy  the 
pastor  and  members  rallied.  On  Sunday  morning,  at 
9.46,  Attorney  W.  G.  Morgan,  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school,  was  on  the  ground  with  the  children  and 

young  people.  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Clair  spoke  fitting 
words  to  the  Sunday  school. 
At  11  A.  M.  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  conducted  the 
farewell  service  in  the  old 
church,  and  in  the  presence 
of  the  bishop  the  superin¬ 
tendents  and  presidents  of 
each  auxiliary  pledged  to 
carry  into  the  new  church 
the  best  they  had  in  talent, 
money,  and  time.  At  1  P.  M. 
Prof.  Waddell  was  on  the 
ground  with  the  brass  band, 
almost  entirely  made  up  of 
ladies.  The  chief  of  police 
granted  an  escort  of  colored 
policemen.  The  Rev.  Oville 
gave  orders,  the  band  struck 
up  a  lively  song,  and  all  fell 
in  line.  Pedestrians  first. 
Mrs.  King  drove  the  leading 
car,  with  the  bishop,  Mrs. 
Clair,  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  and  Willie  Peebles. 
You  should  have  seen  that 
crowd  marching  down  22d 
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Street  to  Miami !  It  grew  larger  as  they  passed  every 
street  comer.  They  marched  to  the  new  Clair  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  Bishop  Clair  was  introduced  by 
Peebles  and  preached  to  the  delight  of  his  hearers. 
That  sermon  was  a  masterpiece.  The  bishop  called  the 
roll  and  quite  a  few  captains  responded  with  the  cash. 
At  3  P.  M.  the  congregation  assembled  outside  and  the 
cornerstone  was  laid  by  the  Masons.  This  was  indeed 
a  great  service.  Bishop  J.  A.  Hamlet,  of  the  Colored 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  stood  with  Bishop  Clair 
during  this  service.  The  choir,  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  Halloway,  rendered  splendid  music  all  day.  At 
4,30  the  call  was  made  for  dinner.  In  the  basement  were 
all  kinds  of  good  things,  and  the  Rev.  Oville  and  his 
good  people  fed  the  crowd  and  there  was  some  left. 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Oville  stood  nobly  by  her  husband  in  this 
drive.  At  8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  S.  H.  Johnson,  who  had  come 
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from  our  church  at  Lincoln  and  brought  his  members  and 
many  friends  from  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  preached  the  sermon 
suited  to  the  occasion.  The  offering  was  taken  and  the 
secretary  reported  that  more  than  $400  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  during  the  day. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  the  members  and  friends, 
irrespective  of  denominations,  for  the  help  they  gave. 
The  membership  has  been  located  in  one  of  the  finest 
sections  of  the  great  city  of  Omaha.  This  location  is  a 
strategic  point,  and  we  are  in  a  position  to  make  this 
one  of  the  greatest  churches  in  our  Methodism.  God 
bless  Bishop  Clair,  Dr.  Hughes,  the  board,  the  Rev.  Oville, 
the  Rev.  Booker,  the  members  and  friends,  and  all  con¬ 
cerned. 

It  is  our  prayer  finally  that  all  causes  will  have  been 
presented,  the  collections  taken,  and  the  Rev.  Oville  will 
go  to  Annual  Conference  with  a  great  report. 


Building  Womanhood 


IT  IS  an  ill  wind  that  blows  good  to 
nobody.  Out  of  the  adverse  cir¬ 
cumstances  that  enveloped  the  Ne¬ 
gro  consequent  to  emancipation,  this 
race  has  gotten  much  positive  good. 

Foremost  in  assisting  us  to  a  point  of 
vantage  were  the  churches  of  the  North¬ 
land.  Pioneering  in  this  ministry  of 
Christian  home  missions,  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  held  the  front-line 
trenches.  It  was  unique  in  her  program 
of  uplift  that  she  developed  a  special 
type  of  ministry  to  alleviate  the  ills  and 
remove  the  handicaps  which  the  cruel 
Southern  civilization  had  made  the 
heritage  of  the  freedwomen. 

The  radiating  center  of  this  work,  .  ' 

as  it  was  for  much  more  of  our  pioneer 
Southern  work  of  that  period,  was  in  and 
around  New  Orleans.  This  was  because  here  were  two 
consecrated  creative  personalities:  the  Rev.  Joseph  C. 
Hartzell,  at  that  time — 1870 — pastor  of  Ames  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  New  Orleans;  of  course  the 
other  was  his  self-denying  wife,  Mrs.  Jennie  C.  Hart¬ 
zell,  who  voluntarily  became  the  first  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  home  missionary  to  the  freedwomen  of  the  South. 
It  was  she  who  began  making  the  rounds  of  regular  vis¬ 
itation  and  ministry  in  the  homes  of  these  belated  de¬ 
jected  women  which  resulted  in  one  of  the  most  helpful 
uplift  movements  of  modem  times  for  the  elevation  of 
womanhood. 

Driven  from  the  Southland  by  reason  of  feeble  health, 
during  that  notable  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  while  her  husband  continued  here  at  his  post  of 
duty,  Mrs.  Hartzell  retired  to  Chicago,  where  she  told 
the  pathetic  story  of  the  neglected  Negro  women  of  the 
South.  Again  she  told  it,  and  again  she  kept  pleading 
with  the  leaders  of  the  general  church  until  from  many 
sections  and  infiuential  persons  she  had  wide  approval 
of  the  work  which  she  had  initiated  in  unpretentious  ways 
in  New  Orleans.  After  five  years  of  such  endeavor,  out 
of  considerations  for  her  health  it  became  necessary  to 
lay  the  responsibilities  of  the  task  on  other  shoulders. 
Effort  was  made  to  allocate  it  to  some  other  regular 


DETROIT  FRIENDSHIP  HOME 

church  organization.  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  would  not,  and  the  Freedmen’s  Aid  Society  could 
not  because  of  the  nature  of  its  charter. 

While  the  General  Conference  which  met  in  Cincin¬ 
nati  in  1880  was  debating  and  deciding  the  inadvisability 
of  creating  another  organization  to  do  this  work  in  the 
South,  the  late  Dr.  A.  B.  Leonard,  who  was  subsequently 
the  very  efficient  and  beloved  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  called  together  at  Cincinnati  such  ladies 
of  Methodism  as  might  be  interested.  At  that  meeting 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rust  presided.  Mrs.  Hartzell,  resolute 
in  purpose,  made  the  telling  speech.  Her  undaunted  cour¬ 
age  and  her  unlimited,  zeal  sold  to  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  the  obligation  to  answer  the  call  to  relieve 
the  distressing  condition  of  the  freedwomen  of  the  South. 
In  1880,  in  historic  old  Trinity  Church,  Cincinna.ti,  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  became  the  new¬ 
born  child  of  Providence  for  ministering  to  needy  woman¬ 
hood. 

The  society  sought  first  to  give  our  women  in  the 
South  training  in  homemaking.  Adapted  to  this  purpose 
was  the  splendid  chain  of  model  homes  built  and  main¬ 
tained  in  connection  with  the  colleges  for  the  youth.  In 
these  model  homes  for  girls  are  taught  domestic  art  and 
science.  For  more  than  forty  years  thus  our  girls  have 
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been  learning  how  to  make  their  homes  models  of  clean¬ 
liness,  skill,  thrift,  and  Christian  culture.  And  the  re¬ 
sults  are  very  evident  in  the  home  life  of  the  people  in 
all  sections  of  the  Southland. 

Another  type  of  work  carried  on  by  the  society  is 
featured  by  the  accompanying  illustration.  These  are 
the  friendship  homes.  They  are  Christian  homes  estab¬ 
lished  in  industrial  centers  of  great  cities  for  the  girl 
without  a  home.  Social  service  workers  and  policemen 
reveal,  in  their  testimony  of  poverty,  congestion,  and 
vice,  the  appalling  need  of  these  “cities  of  refuge”  and 
“havens  of  rest”  such  as  friendship  homes  are  to  girls 
who  are  strangers  and  friendless  in  our  great  cities.  The 
cut  referred  to  is  that  of  the  Detroit  Friendship  Home. 
It  is  a  gift  outright  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society  of  Detroit  (white)  Conference.  Besides  the 
friendly  offices  shown  toward  it  by  Dr.  Lynn  H.  Hough 
and  Dr.  Merton  S.  Rice,  the  home  enjoys  the  support 
of  all  Detroit  Methodism.  It  was  dedicated  this  year. 


Dr.  Howard  A.  Field,  district  superintendent,  conduct¬ 
ing  the  dedicatory  exercises.  The  cost  of  the  property 
was  $20,676. 

It  rejoices  and  strengthens  our  colored  congregations 
in  Detroit  to  know  that  Bishop  Nicholson,  resident  bishop, 
is  so  vitally  interested,  together  with  Bishop  Clair,  in 
development  of  this  outlying  post  of  the  Covington  Area. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  Miss  McGee,  superintendent  of 
the  home,  and  the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  B.  F.  Smith, 
pastor  of  our  Scott  Church,  Detroit,  we  were  privileged 
to  go  through  the  beautiful  plant.  It  is  indeed  a  mag¬ 
nificent  illustration  in  fact  of  the  ideal  purpose  and 
Christian  social  spirit  of  the  society.  It  is  in  turn  set¬ 
ting  standards  of  home  life  and  creating  in  its  inmates 
beautiful  Christian  ideals.  Young  women  going  to  De¬ 
troit  will  do  well  to  correspond  with  the  superintendent 
of  Detroit  Friendship  Home,  at  6100  Scotten  Avenue, 
Detroit,  Mich.,  or  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  B.  F.  Smith,  pastor, 
34<04  St.  Antoine  Street.* 


Gulfside  Dedication 


By  J.  T. 

ULFSIDE  ASSEMBLY  and  campmeeting  ground 
at  Waveland,  Miss.,  was  dedicated  August  31 
with  imposing  ceremonies  and  with  songs  of 
praise,  fervent  prayers,  and  several  addresses.  Two 
thousand  Negroes  from  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Ala¬ 
bama  attended  the  services,  which  lasted  from  early  morn¬ 
ing  until  late  at  night.  A  special  train  from  New  Or¬ 
leans  and  auto  busses  brought  the  pastors,  members,  and 
friends  of  the  New  Orleans  Area  to  the  exercises.  Under 
an  oak  tree  two  thousand  years  old  in  the  new  assembly 
auditorium.  Bishop  Wilbur  P.  Thirkield  dedicated  the 
grounds.  He  was  assisted  by  Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones, 
under  whose  guidance  and  episcopal  jurisdiction  Gulf- 
side  originated. 

Others  present  were  the  Right  Reverend  T.  D.  Brat¬ 
ton,  Protestant  Episcopal  bishop  of  the  diocese  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  ;  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair,  of  Covington,  Ky. ;  Bishop 

I.  B.  Scott,  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  Bishop  W.  J.  Walls,  of 
Charlotte,  N.  C. ;  Reverend  Father  Christman,  of  the 
Catholic  Seminary,  Bay  St.  Louis;  Prof.  Frank  L.  Wil¬ 
liams,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Dr.  J.  T.  B.  Smith,  and  Dr. 
W.  W.  Wiant,  representing  the  World  Service'  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Chicago;  Dr. 

J.  S.  Clark,  Baton  Rouge;  Dr.  M.  W.  Dogan,  Marshall, 
Tex. ;  Dr.  I.  G.  Penn,  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Dr.  M.  W.  Davage,  presi¬ 
dent  Clark  University,  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  President  O.  E. 
Kriege,  New  Orleans;  L.  J.  Darter,  New  Orleans;  the 
Rev.  E.  W.  White,  New  Orleans ;  and  the  following  county 
officials :  E.  J.  Gex,  E.  Van  Whitfield,  C.  J.  Carreo,  A.  G. 
Favre,  and  Joseph  V.  Bontemps.  Those  present  included 
many  white  people,  leaders  in  church  and  state. 

Bishop  Thirkield  in  his  dedicatory  address  said  Gulf- 
side  stood  for  two  things — education  and  religion — that 
these  were  the  foundation  for  the  church  and  human  well¬ 
being  and  progress.  He  said  that  religion  and  educa¬ 
tion  created  peace,  good  will,  race  adjustment,  and  solid 
and  insured  prosperity;  that  Gulfside  represented  the 
spirit  and  interpretation  of  'good  will  and  intellectual 
fellowship.  The  Right  Reverend  T.  D.  Bratton,  speak- 


B.  Smith 

ing  for  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  congratulated 
Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  founder  of  the  enterprise,  for  hav¬ 
ing  the  vision  to  establish  a  center  where  the  Negro  race 
would  be  taught  the  highest  and  noblest  ideals  of  life. 

Speaking  for  the  officials  of  the  county  in  which  the 
Chautauqua  is,  E.  J.  Gex,  county  attorney,  promised 
assistance  in  making  the  institution  one  of  rare  merit  and 
helpfulness  to  the  Negroes  of  the  South.  Bishop  Jones 
said  the  major  motive  for  the  establishment  at  Gulfside 
was  first  to  reach  Negro  leadership,  and  through  them 
the  large  Negro  population  adjacent  to  Waveland,  in 
the  interest  of  better  homes,  better  schools,  better 
churches,  and  better  citizenship.  Gulfside  is  building  a 
system  of  educational  training  for  rural  and  city  pas¬ 
tors,  Sunday  school  and  institute  workers,  deaconesses 
and  social  settlement  workers.  It  is  a  Christian  educa¬ 
tional  system  which  will  offer  to  Negroes  of  the  entire 
country  such  advantages  as  are  offered  in  the  Chautau- 
quas  under  Christian  auspices  in  the  North.  The  present 
equipment  consists  of  three  general  buildings — the  old 
Jackson  House;  an  academic  building  containing  class¬ 
rooms  and  an  assembly  hall ;  and  Graff  Hall,  a  dormitory 
of  twenty-eight  rooms,  just  completed.  The  association 
owns  600  acres  of  land,  with  a  mile  and  a  quarter  beach 
front  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  site  is  adjacent  to 
Waveland  and  Bay  St.  Louis.  Co-operating  with  Bishop 
Jones  is  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Exten¬ 
sion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  the  sum¬ 
mer,  besides  educational  and  religious  activities,  there 
was  a  camp  for  tired  Negro  mothers. 

Waveland  is  very  strategic  for  reaching  the  great 
Negro  population.  The  site  is  superb,  and  a  new  sea 
wall,  which  has  been  built  by  the  State,  will  pass  in  front 
of  the  buildings.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  undertakings 
amongst  the  Negro  race  by  any  church.  Bishop  Jones 
and  his  good  workers  have  labored  laboriously  for  four 
years  to  make  Gulfside  Assembly  a  Christian  Chautau¬ 
qua  and  educational  institution  for  the  Negro  race.  It 
is  as  Bishop  Thirkield  said,  “a  broad  human  program 
of  mutual  co-operation  between  the  races  in  educational. 
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religious,  and  civic  work  that  shall  bring  a  spirit  of  peace, 
good  will,  and  mutual  helpfulness  among  all  men.” 

The  yearning  desire  of  the  Negro  preachers  and  peo¬ 
ple  present  was  passionately  expressed  in  the  hymn  sang 
with  emotion,  “I  Want  to  Be  a  Christian  In  My  Heart.” 
The  hope  of  the  race  is  in  that  prayer,  and  Gulfside 
purposes  to  bring  that  holy  desire  to  fruition. 

Wiley  College 
Has  Auspicious  Opening 

Young  people  from  eight  States  sat  in  the  audi¬ 
ence  that  heard  President  Hogan  give  his  opening 
chapel  talk  Wednesday  morning,  September  14, 
formally  setting  in  operation  the  machinery  of  the  fifty- 
fifth  annual  session  of  Wiley  College.  The  big  audi¬ 
torium  had  very  few  vacant  seats  that  morning,  such  was 
the  crowd  that  came  to  witness  the  exercises.  More  than 
300  students  had  arrived  on  the  Wiley  specials,  which 
reached  Marshall  the  day  before  from  all  sections  of 
Texas  and  adjacent  States. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Dr.  Hogan  stated  that 
he  laid  no  claims  to  perfection,  either  for  himself  or  for 
Wiley,  but  that  both  had  striven  earnestly  to  benefit  by 
mistakes  which  doubtless  had  been  made.  Through  error 
and  correction,  he  said,  all  human  achievements  have 
been  possible.  President  Hogan  declared  the  fact  that 
humanity  must  be  afflicted  with  critics  whose  sole  pur¬ 
pose  apparently  always  is  to  destroy  rather  than  build 
up;  but  even  they  have  a  salutary  effect,  whether  they 
intend  it  or  not,  because  they  serve  to  keep  us  on  our 
guard,  he  said.  The  president  also  referred  to  the  com¬ 
plete  transformation  tITrough  which  ^Viley  has  passed 
during  the  last  decade,  reversing  the  composition  of  its 
student  personnel  from  an  80  per  cent  sub-college  to  an 
85  per  cent  college  base,  while  at  the.  same  time  holding 
the  general  index  number  as  to  total  enrollment. 

Dr.  J .  O.  Williams,  vice-president  of  the  trustee  board, 
lauded  the  work  of  the  administration,  and  said  that  other 
people  recognize  and  appreciate  the  worth  of  President 
Hogan  as  an  educator,  mentioning  in  this  connection  that 
the  State  of  Oklahoma  had  proffered  him  the  presidency 
of  its  State  School  for  Negroes.  Dr.  Williams  also  sug¬ 
gested  that  Wiley  is  attracting  the  attention  of  people 
all  over  the  country  because  of  the  many  points  of  contact 
which  it  has  established  with  the  outside  world  through 
extra-curricular  activities  and  because  its  graduates  are 
locating  in  and  projecting  their  influence  into  every  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  country  where  human  needs  exist.  Speaking 
of  the  esteem  in  which  President  Hogan  is  held  by  the 
people  among  whom  he  has  worked  for  the  past  thirty- 
one  years.  Dr.  Williams  said  nothing  could  better  illus¬ 
trate  this  than  his  being  returned  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  church  six  consecutive  quadrenniums — five 
times  at  the  head  of  the  delegation.  It  certainly  is  to 
the  everlasting  credit  of  President  Hogan,  said  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liams,  carping  critics  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
that  he  is  the  only  president  in  the  connection  who  has 
led  his  forces  through  every  stage,  from  educational  chaos 
to  such  heights  of  academic  attainment  as  has  enabled 
the  school  to  firmly  establish  itself  in  the  ranks  of  lead¬ 
ing  institutions.  Other  men  who  have  been  more  or  less 
instrumental  in  building  Wiley  are  Dr.  I.  G.  Penn,  of 
Cincinnati,  member  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  general  superintendent  of  the  New 
Orleans  Area  and  chairman  of  the  educational  commit- 
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tee  in  charge  of  Negro  schools  and  colleges  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Even  greater  things  are  in 
store  for  Wiley,  remarked  Dr.  Williams,  if  the  hands  of 
these  men  are  not  tied  by  the  selfishness  of  inordinately 
ambitious  men  or  an  utterly  indifferent  constituency. 

New  appointments  to  the  faculty  were  announced  by 
President  Dogan  as  follows:  J.  R.  Houchins,  Cornell, 
English;  O.  W.  Crump,  Kansas,  education;  F.  P.  Mul- 
drew,  Columbia,  biology ;  J.  H.  Morton,  Indiana,  physics ; 
Miss  M.  M.  Perea,  Radcliffe,  romance  languages ;  E.  W. 
Dean,  Boston,  religious  education.  Other  positions  filled 
were  assistant  dean  of  women,  Mrs.  Brawley ;  matron  of 
boys*  hall,  Mrs.  Harper;  high  school.  Miss  Miriam 
Blanche  Dogan,  graduate  student  of  Northwestern. 

A  Generous  and  Just  Tribute 

[Editoe's  Note.— Because  of  his  open  sincerity  in  his  every  con¬ 
tact  with  the  colored  group  in  the  church,  and  his  consistent  efforts 
for  a  long  period  of  years  to  contribute  to  their  progress,  the  writer 
of  the  following  glowing  tribute  to  one  of  the  best  workmen  who 
ever  labored  m  Our  group  ranks,  has  warmly  endeared  himself  to 
our  entire  colored  constituency  as  one  of  the  tallest  trees  in  God’s 
mrest  of  souls.  His  estimate  of  the  character  and  labors  of  Dr. 
Clay  reflects  the  mind  of  our  Methodism.] 

My  dear  Brother  King :  These  are  busy  and  crowded 
days  for  me,  but  I  like  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  work  that 
you  represent  by  reading  the  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate,  not  the  contributed  matter  which  appears  in  all 
the  Advocates,  but  your  own  striking  editorials  and  no¬ 
tices  of  the  brethren. 

I  see  by  the  Southwestern  that  Dr.  N.  R.  Clay  has 
passed.  He  always  interested  me;  but  his  evident  effi¬ 
ciency  as  a  district  superintendent  and  his  fine  brotherli¬ 
ness  and  the  story  of  his  life  and  of  hundreds  of  others 
like  him  gives  me  the  key  that  unlocks  the  mystery  of 
the  unparalleled  growth  that  has  come  to  the  group  he 
represents.  There  is  nothing  like  it  in  all  history,  and 
when  we  review  it,  so  much  of  the  uplift  has  been  with  the 
limitations  and  conditions  of  a  man  who  seeks  “to  lift 
himself  with  his  boot  straps” — a  phrase  which  may  need 
explanation  to-day,  but  which  was  quite  familiar  in  the 
days  when  the  fathers  wore  high  boots  and  the  little  boys 
wore  red-top  boots. 

When  we  thoroughly  understand  the  situation,  the 
mystery  of  the  rights  of  the  Negro  race  disappears.  It 
was  not  lifted  up  by  uplifters  outside,  but  by  the  uplift¬ 
ing  influence  of  the  few  dreamers  who  desired  and  sought 
and  found  the  kind  of  leadership  that  befits  men  for 
leadership. 

Bom  in  Mississippi  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  War, 
pushing  his  way  through  the  public  schools  and  teaching 
in  the  country  schools,  Dr.  Clay  entered  the  ranks  of  the 
Christian  ministry,  saw  his  children  through  Rust  Col¬ 
lege  and  into  the  theological  schools,  and  finally  grad¬ 
uated  at  Rust  and  Gammon.  For  three  times  I  was  as¬ 
sociated  with  him  in  the  work  of  the  General  Conference, 
and  to-day  I  desire  to  pay  tribute  to  his  memory.  A  race 
that  has  produced  such  men  as  Dr.  Clay  need  not  look 
back  on  a  trying  past,  but  can  look  forward  with  radiant 
hopes  to  a  glorious  future,  for  in  the  ranks  of  the  youth 
of  to-day  are  hundreds  of  men  and  women  with  like  inter¬ 
ests  and  holy  purpose  who  will  multiply  in  the  fruitage 
of  their  own  lives  the  virtues  and  achievements  of  this 
humble,  earnest,  dnd  diligent,  and  now  glorified,  son  of 
God.  With  very  best  wishes,  I  am,  truly  yours,  J.  B. 
Hingeley,  Corresponding  Secretary  Board  of  Pensions 
and  Relief  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

CHICAGO,  ILL. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IimsjrATioxAi.  Ssun 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 
THE  CALL  OF  THE  PROPHET 
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orchestrated  for  14  instruments,  for 
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Scripture  Leeson — 1  Kings  19.  19,  20;  Amos 

7.  10-16;  Isa.  6.  1-8. 

Types  of  Prophetic  Calls.  There  were  two 
classes  of  proptets  In  Israel — ^the  “true”  and 
the  “false”  prophets.  We  do  not  know  the 
manner  in  whl^  the  false  prophets  were 
called.  But  they  were  either  self-called  or 
man-called,  llieir  motive  was  mercenary 
and  selfish.  We  are  here  concerned  with  the 
call  of  the  true  prophets. 

In  the  Old  Testament,  as  well  as  iu  the 
New,  there  are  but  two  types  of  prophetic 
calls.  Both  come  from  Gem,  and  are  inspir¬ 
ing  and  impelling.  But  tiie  first  type  is 
sounded  by  another  prophet  who  awakens 
within  the  hearer  the  prophetic  impulse.  It 
was  rare  except  in  the  earlier  prophetic 
schools,  where  effort  was  made  to  train  men 
for  the  prophetic  office.  It  may  be  dramatic 
as  in  the  case  of  Elijah’s  call  of  Elisha; 
and  it  may  be  undramatic  as  in  the  case  of 
Samuel’s  call  of  Saul,  though  Saul  turned 
out  to  be  false.  And  in  this  tirpe  of  call 
there  is  always  the  possibility  of  a  mistake 
in  judgment  of  the  proper  man  to  be  called 
to  the  prophetic  office.  The  second  type 
comes  directly  from  God,  who  immediately 
awakens  the  prophetic  impulse.  This  may 
be  done  through  some  sort  of  a  vision,  as  in 
the  case  of  Isaiah  (6. 1-8),  Jeremiah  (1.  1-10), 
and  Esekiel  (1.  1  to  8.  14),  in  which  case 
it  is  attended  with  strong  emotions;  and  it 
may  be  done  without  a  vision,  as  in  the  case 
of  Amos  and  probably  also  all  the  literary 
prophets  who  have  not  described  their  call. 
This  was  the  usual  way  for  a  prophet  to  be 
called;  and  when  it  comes  in  &is  way  it  is 
not  usually  described — ^the  only  reason  Amos 
described  his  was  because  his  right  to  preach 
had  been  questioned.  During  the  literary 
period,  when  the  call  came  in  any  other  way, 
the  prophet  volunteered  to  tell  of  it  (for 
instance,  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  and  Esekiel). 
The  case  of  Moses  is  also  to  the  point  (Gen. 

8.  2-6).  This  unusual  way  of  calling  through 
visions  was  probably  due  in  part  to  the  pe¬ 
culiarly  emotional  nature  of  the  prophet,  and 
the  particular  imagery  of  the  vision  was  due 
to  his  literary  culture.  But  this  imusual  way 
of  calling  was  certainly  due  for  the  greater 
part  to  the  volitional  attitude  of  the  man 
being  called,  the  strength  of  will  to  be  over¬ 
come,  and  the  difficulty  of  convincing  him 
of  the  prophetic  call.  In  each  of  the  three 
instances  of  it  there  is  manifestly  at  first 
a  disinclination  toward  the  task.  Isaiah  im¬ 
plies  an  objection  on  the  grounds  of  his 
sinfulness  (6.  6) ;  Jeremiah  objects  on  the 
grounds  of  his  youth  (1.  6),  and  Esekiel 
says  that  he  was  bitter  and  “hot”  but  God 
prevailed  over  him  (8.  14).  His  objection 
was  doubtless  due  to  fear  of  incurring  the  ill 
will  of  Us  people.  The  case  of  Saul  of  Tarsus 
is  an  outston^g  one  in  the  New  Testament. 
He  kicked  against  the  pricks  as  long  as  he 
could. 

We  may,  therefore,  outline  the  prophetic 
calls  of  the  Old  Testament  according  to  the 
following  rubric: 

f  1 


The  Prophet  and  the  Preacher.  In  a  gen¬ 
eral  way  the  prophet  and  the  preacher  are 
one  and  the  same.  The  modern  prophets  are 
called  preachers,  while  the  ancient  preachers 
were  called  prophets.  In  practice,  however, 
there  is  some  ^fference  between  them.  The 
modern  preacher  performs  the  work  of  the 
ancient  prophet  and  priest.  He  must,  there¬ 
fore,  be  less  independent  in  his  ideas  than 
the  ancient  prophet,  and  he  is  not  understood 
as  speaking  with  tiie  same  authority  unless 
he  is  saying  the  same  things  as  he.  'Die  mod¬ 
ern  preacher  is  less  a  maker  and  more  an 
interpreter  of  >Scriptures  than  the  ancient 
prophet.  He  is  usually  thought  of  as  less 
inspired  than  the  ancient  prophet,  though  not 
less  than  the  ancient  prophet  was  thought  of 
in  his  day.  For  some  reasons  we  have  come 
to  believe  that  God  spoke  His  last  word 
through  the  ancient  prophet,  and  that  the 
modern  preacher’s  task  is  chiefly  to  reinter¬ 
pret  and  reapply  to  modern  life  and  condi¬ 
tions  what  has  heen  said.  The  modern 
preacher  is  more  formal  in  his  work  than  the 
ancient  prophet.  And  so  modern  preaching 
has  come  to  be  regarded  more  of  a  profession 
than  ancient  prophesying  as  a  rule  was. 
Where  ancient  prophesying  was  regarded  as 
a  profession,  enaeavor  was  made  to  train  men 
for  it. 

The  Gall  of  Modem  Preachers.  Conse¬ 
quently  we  have  come  to  stress  the  first  type 
of  prophetic  call  outlined  above  more  than 
the  second  type.  A  generation  or  so  ago  in 
the  evangelical  churches  the  second  type  of 
prophetic  call  received  the  predominant  em¬ 
phasis.  This  was  generally  considered  the 
only  “orthodox”  type.  The  candidate  for  ad¬ 
mittance  into  the  prophetic  circle  was  usually 
required  to  have  heard  the  voice  of  God  call¬ 
ing  directly  and  immediately  to  him  to  preach. 
But  now  more  often  we  try  to  persuade  men 
that  God  wants  them  to  preach.  Many  of  our 
most  outstanding  and  successful  preachers 
to-day  have  been  called  in  that  way.  This 
does  not  mean  that  they  were  only  man- 
called.  But  it  does  mean  that  they  were 
called  of  God  mediately  through  some  other 
man  who  first  unstopped  their  spiritual 
ears  so  that  they  could  hear  the  call  of  God. 
Of  course,  as  we  have  said  above,  there  are 
chances  for  mistakes  in  this  method;  and  we 
doubtless  have  some  preachers  who  were 
merely  man-called  or  self-called  like  the 
false  prophets  of  Israel.  But,  also  like  these 
prophets,  they  are  false  preachers,  who  are 
never  successful  representatives  of  God.  In 
the  Bible,  when  this  mediate  call  is  given, 
the  mediator  always  takes  care  afterwards 
to  prepare  the  new  prophet  for  his  task. 
There  are  Samuel  and  Saul,  Elijah  and 
Elisha,  and  there  are  Jesus  and  His  dis¬ 
ciples,  Paul  and  Timothy,  etc.,  etc.  Likewise 
when  we  to-day  serve  as  a  mediator  for  God 


to  call  a  man  to  the  Christian  ministry,  we 
should  by  all  means  see  to  it  that  he  gets  into 
a  school  for  preachers  where  he  can  be  pre¬ 
pared  intellectually,  socially,  spiritually,  and 
emotionally  for  the  successful  realisation  of 
his  high  calling.  But  no  amount  of  training 
can  take  the  place  of  the  call  of  God. 

SAM  HDSTOK  COIXEOE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

LeSSOK  POE  SuKDAY,  OCTOBEB  28,  1927 
“Here  am  1,  send  me” 

(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

This  lesson  brings  to  us  several  of  the 
missionaries  of  the  Old  Testament.  Elisha 
was  called  to  be  the  successor  of  Elijah  in 
bringing  warning  and  hope  to  Israel.  He 
was  a  champion  of  the  idea  of  one  God,  and 
only  one  in  Israel.  His  ministry  was  fruit¬ 
ful  only  with  the  small  group  who  gathered 
about  him,  for  Israel  did  not  turn  again  to 
God,  and  was  soon  lost  in  the  ruin  of  its  own 
sin.  Elijah  and  Elisha  were  real  mission¬ 
aries  trying  to  win  Israel  and  the  peoples 
about  them  to  God. 

About  a  century  after  Elisha,  God  called 
a  shepherd  and  a  fruit  grower  to  the  work 
of  preaching  to  Israel.  He  was  called  from 
his  own  people  in  Judah  to  go  into  Samaria, 
really  a  foreign  missionary.  He  delivered 
his  message  with  force  and  carried  convic¬ 
tion  until  he  was  besought  to  return  to  his 
home  and  cease  giving  the  message,  but  he 
declared  God  had  called  him,  and  that  he 
must  deliver  the  messages;  this  he  did,  and 
we  have  something  of  them  now  in  the  book 
of  Amos. 

Isaiah  was  called  later  to  deliver  God’s 
message  to  Judah.  In  this  lesson  he  gives 
the  story  of  his  call.  The  sense  of  his  own 
imworthiness,  and  the  vision  of  the  Lord  in 
His  holiness,  and  the  song  of  victory  when 
one  cried  to  another  that  the  “AVhole  earth 
was  full  of  His  glory.”  Then  comes  the  live- 
coal  experience  so  essential  to  every  repre¬ 
sentative  of  God,  who  is  to  bear  His  message 
to  a  world  in  sin.  Then  when  God  asked, 
“Whom  shall  I  send,  and  who  will  go  for 
us?”  Isaiah  is  ready  to  answer,  “Here  am  I, 
send  me.” 

We  do  not  know  just  who  God  will  call. 
Elisha  was  a  farmer;  Amos  was  a  shepherd; 
Isaiah  was  a  prince  in  a  royal  family— each 
had  a  definite  call;  each  answered  the  call, 
which  makes  the  Old  Testament  a  missionary 
book  of  great  interest.  The  calls  of  God  are 
still  extended  to  those  who  may  carry  His 
message  as  ministers  in  this  land  or  to  for¬ 
eign  fields.  The  call  usually  follows  a  pro¬ 
found  conviction  of  the  need  of  the  work  to 
which  one  is  called.  Only  those  who  see  the 
needs,  and  whose  ears  are  alert,  will  have 
a  call. 

OAMMOK  SEMINAEY. 


Epworth  League  Topic 
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CHRIST  WINNIN 

(Mark  1.  16-20;  Mark 

Our  Scripture  passages  tell  of  Jesus’  choos¬ 
ing  His  first  six  ^ciples:  Peter  and  Andrew, 
James  and  John,  Philip  and  Nathanael. 
There  are  some  valuable  lessons  to  be  learned 
from  this  matter  of  Jesus’  choosing  His  com¬ 
panions. 

His  Method.  It  is  significant  that  Jesus 
did  not  try  to  win  these  men  to  His  cause 
by  preaching  to  them  in  a  crowd.  There  is 
perfectly  good  ground  for  believing  that  Je- 


J  HIS  COMRADES 

(.  18.  14;  John  1.  43-61) 

sus  had  interviewed  most  of  them  personally 
before  He  finally  called  them  to  follow  Him. 
They  had  doubtless  had  time  to  think  through 
His  proposal  and  count  the  cost  of  accept¬ 
ing.  James  and  John,  you  will  recall,  were 
prosperous  fishermen.  This  is  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  they  had  hired  servants.  Leav¬ 
ing  their  business  was  certainly  no  “spur-of- 
the-moment”  affair.  Jesus  had,  without 
doubt,  spoken  previously  to  these  men  and 
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won  them  by  the  challenge  of  His  cause  and 
by  the  challenge  of  His  fine  personality. 
There  is  no  sort  of  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
this  personal  method  is  the  best  for  winning 
people  to  a  cause.  No  man  would  thi^  of 
trying  to  win  a  girl  for  a  wife  by  making 
a  public  speech  to  her.  The  big  task  of  our 
churcb  to-day  is  that  of  making  each  member 
a  personal  evangelist.  It  has  been  repeatedly 
shown  that  people  won  by  the  revival  usually 
have  to  be  won  over  again  every  time  there 
is  a  revival. 

Didn’t  Choose  "High  Brows’’  I  am  think¬ 
ing  now  particularly  of  Christ’s  choice  of 
Matthew,  who  is  called  in  one  of  our  Scrip¬ 
ture  passages  Levi.  If  Jesus  had  made  a 
special  efiFort,  He  could  not  have  chosen  a 
man  who  was  in  worse  repute  in  the  com¬ 
munity  than  was  Matthew.  Matthew  was  a 
tax  collector,  and  these  men  were  not  only 
considered  grafters,  but  renegades.  Jesus 
was  nothing  daunted  by  the  facts  of  the  sit¬ 
uation.  He  saw  deeper  in  Matthew  than  the 
other  folks;  He  saw  inner  goodness  in  Mat¬ 
thew,  and  knew  that  His  own  irresistible 
goodness  would  nurture  the  goodness  in  Mat¬ 


thew  and  make  Matthew  one  of  God’s  noble 
men. 

Didn’t  Choose  Old  Folks.  Jesus  chose 
young  men  for  the  venture  He  proposed. 
I.«t  our  churches  take  heed.  I  am  sure  we 
are  making  the  mistake  of  putting  too  much 
stress  on  old  people.  The  church  is  not  a 
spiritual  infirmary;  it  is  spiritual  dynamo. 
Its  power  must  be  hooked  up  to  people  who 
are  able  and  willing  to  dare  big  tasks.  Jesus 
had  an  idea  that  this  world  could  be  made 
a  more  decent  place  for  people  to  live  in,  and 
He  was  determined,  at  any  cost,  to  make  it 
better.  He  knew  most  of  the  old  people 
would  be  too  set  in  their  way  of  thinking  to 
sympathize  with  His  point  of  view.  He 
chose  young  men  whose  minds  would  be 
ready  for  new  ideas  and  whose  hands  would 
be  eager  for  new  tasks.  If  the  church  is  to 
continue  the  task  committed  it  by  Jesus, 
young  life  must  be  enlisted.  Old  folks  will 
sit  still  and  complain ;  these  young  people, 
if  we  win  them,  will,  like  the  young  men  of 
the  lakeside,  "Leave  all,  and  follow.’’ 

MOROAX  COM.EOE. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Couparle,  Miss. — We  are  glad  to  report 
that  Couparle  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
is  on  the  upward  march.  On  the  8th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  Bro.  J.  H.  Walters  was  with  us 
and  preached  an  able  sermon  on  the  subject, 
“Stay  There.”  He  preached  to  the  delight 
of  all  who  heard  him. — M.  ,1.  Massey,  Re- 
l)orter. 

Fayetteville,  Oa. — We  have  just  closed  out 
a  very  successful  revival  on  the  Fayetteville 
charge.  The  Rev.  P.  L.  Inman,  our  pastor 
of  Heck’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Griffin,  Ga.,  was  at  his  best  in  help¬ 
ing  us  make  it  a  success;  also  the  Rev.  Wil- 
Hams,  one  of  the  students  of  Gammon  The- 
w  ological  Seminary.  Twenty-three  souls  were 
\.  added  to  the  church.  Amount  raised  during 
the  meeting  was  $197.38. — I.  C.  Rucker,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

Shubuta,  Miss. — Our  revival  at  Liberty 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  began  the  sec¬ 
ond  Sunday  in  September.  The  Rev.  W.  R. 
Walker  and  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Arnold  were 
with  us  Sunday  night.  The  meeting  was 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  T.  A.  Carter,  of 
Waynesboro.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  we 
were  successful,  spiritually  and  financially. 
Two  members  were  added  to  the  church.  We 
raised  $45.15.  We  ask  your  prayers  for  our 
continued  success. — The  Rev.  H. .  Bivins, 
Pastor;  Carrie  Blakley,  Reporter. 

Lorine,  Texas. — Sunday,  September  18,  was 
a  big  day  with  us.  At  2'.30  P.  M.  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  D.  S.  Moseley,  preached  a  stirring 
sermon.  This  sermon  will  ever  live  in  our 
memory.  We  thank  the  visiting  friends  from 
Ellinger  and  Kendleton,  Texas,  for  their  pres¬ 
ence,  and  ask  them  to  call  again.  At  night 
the  Rev.  Moseley  was  at  his  best  and  preached 
a  wonderful  sermon;  text,  “Be  not  afraid;  it 
is  I.”  We  are  doing  splendid  work  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Moseley.  Collec¬ 
tion,  $12.10. — Miss  Vivian  Johnson,  Reporter. 

Qarlandville,  Miss. — A  wonderful  revival 
Was  held  at  Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  from  September  4-8.  Our  pastor  had 
everything  well  in  hand.  Eight  souls  were 
added  to  the  church.  Three  were  baptized 
and  also  one  infant.  Mt.  Zion  is  making  its 
Way  to  the  front,  and  we  are  indeed  proud 
of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Wright.  We 
are  praying  that  he  will  be  sent  back  to  us 
another  year.  The  collection  during  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  $60.  Our  motto  is,  “Let  the  churcl* 
roll  on.”  We  are  expecting  to  pay  more 
World  Service  by  Annual  Conference  time. — 
Prof.  P.  L.  Jones,  Reporter. 

^  Grand  Bayou,  La.— Corinth  Methodist 
^  Episcopal  Church  is  spiritually  alive.  We  i 
have  just  closed  a  revival  that  will  go  down  i 
in  the  history  of  the  church  as  being  one  of 


the  best  ever  held.  Nine  persons  were  con¬ 
verted  and  three  reclaimed;  all  Joined  the 
church.  There  is  a  better  spirit  pervading 
the  community  now  than  in  previous  years. 
Friends  of  both  races  are  loud  in  their  praise 
I  of  the  revival  services.  Many  were  present 
to  witness  the  baptism,  and  the  pastor  was 
1  commended  for  his  able  baptismal  sermon, 

,  which  left  a  lasting  impression  upon  all  who 
heard  him.— The  Rev.  C.  C.  Smith,  Pastor; 
Buster  Jones,  Reporter. 

Carthage,  Miss. — Our  revival  at  Wesley 
Methodi.st  Episcopal  Church  began  on  Sun¬ 
day,  September  11,  and  ran  until  Friday 
night,  September  16.  The  meeting  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Adams,  of  Forest, 
Miss.  He  was  at  his  best  in  every  sermon. 
We  are  glad  to  report  that  we  were  success¬ 
ful,  spiritually  and  financially.  Five  souls 
were  added  to  the  church,  and  we  raised 
during  the  week,  $86.44.  The  Rev.  Adams 
is  one  of  the  best  preachers  on  the  Jackson 
District,  and  we  thank  our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Gillispie,  for  securing  the  services  of 
this  good  man.  The  meeting  was  the  best 
in  twenty  years.— W.  H.  Smith,  Reporter. 

Augusta,  Ark. — We  are  proud  to  say  that 
St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is 
progressing  nicely.  On  September  .16  our 
Sunday  school  gave  a  basket  supper,  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Samatl)y  Wilson  and 
Master  Robert  Willingham,  in  which  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  good  peofde  of  Augusta  partici¬ 
pated.  We  raised  the  sum  of  $9  on  that 
occasion.  We  feel  that  Dr.  McGinnie,  our 
new  Sunday-school  superintendent,  is  going 
to  make  this  a  wonderful  year  for  the  school. 
Our  pastor  is  doing  his  best  to  get  us  lined 
up,  and  he  has  done  so  much  for  the  progress 
of  the  church,  we  hope  the  Conference  will 
send  him  to  us  again  next  year, — ^Susie  Doug¬ 
lass,  Reporter. 

Meridian,  Miss. — Tuesday  night,  September 
6,  our  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  D.  L. 
Morgan,  was  with  us  and  preached  a  very 
inspiring  sermon.  His  subject  was,  “If 
every  member  in  the  church  was  just  like 
me,  what  kind  of  church  would  our  church 
be?”  After  the  sermon  the  trustees’  rally 
came  off.  The  captains  reported  as  follows: 
Mesdames  L.  Larkins,  $11;  P.  Bordeaux. 
$10.60;  G.  Emerson,  $8.16;  M.  B.  Parks. 
$6/76;  D.  Smith,  $6.96;  D.  Hardy,  $6;  Miss 
A.  Hardy,  .$9;  total,  $74.  The  Rev.  A.  Nelson, 
pastor  at  Lauderdale,  was  with  us  and  made 
a  splendid  talk.  We  can  do  great  work  with 
a  leader  like  the  Rev,  A.  L.  Bohanon.— Miss 
Lillian  Larkins,  Reporter. 

Magda,  La. — ^St.  Mark  Methodist  Episco-'  i 
pal  Church:  A  grand  campmeeting  was  held  I 
by  the  stewards  and  trustees,  which  began 
September  6  and  closed  September  11.  Our  ( 
souls  were  revived  during  this  meeting,  and  | 
much  good  was  accomplished.  An  excellent 
paper  was  read  on  Sunday  by  Miss  Malinda  I 


WERE  THEY  ORDERED? 

If  not,  there  was  an  unfortunate  oversight. 

We  refer  to 

THE  STORY  PAPERS 

for  the  entire  "school 
that  is  in  your  church." 

THE  CLASSMATE 

for  your  Seniors  and  Young  People. 

THE  TARGET  .nd 
THE  PORTAL 

for  your  boys  and  your  girls  from  9  to  14 

years,  and 

THE  PICTURE  STORY  PAPER 

for  your  wee  ones. 

'J'HESE  fill  the  minds  of  your 
young  folk  with  clean,  whole¬ 
some  stories  that  are  both  enter¬ 
taining  and  character-building. 

Why  not  place  such  reading  every 
week  in  every  home?  If  you  are 
not  now  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Story  Papers,  let  us  send  you  free 
sample  copies  together  with  sub¬ 
scription  rates.  Address 

The  Methodist  Rook  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 

Chicaco  Boston  Oatroit  PitUburch 

Kansas  CUy  San  Francisco  Portland,  Ora. 


Bowie;  subject,  “Darkness  and  Light.”  The 
Rev.  S.  Robinson,  of  Lecompte,  La.,  preached 
a  great  sermon.  Sister  E.  H.  Reed  rendered 
a  solo.  The  closing  sermon  was  preached  by  ' 
the  Rev.  C.  Watson,  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Raised  in  the  meeting,  $67.76.  The  pastor 
was  paid  $4.  Members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
took  an  active  part  in  the  services  and  helped 
us  to  put  the  program  over. — ^Rev.  J.  Dotson, 
Pastor;  A.  Bowie,  Reporter. 

Pontiac,  Mich. — Pontiac’s  greatest  revival 
was  held  at  St.  John’s  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  meeting  lasted  fifteen  days,  and 
was  conducted  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wilson  Dud¬ 
ley,  one  of  the  world’s  greatest  speakers  and 
a  noted  singer.  There  were  203  souls  re¬ 
consecrated,  forty-eight  were  converted  and 
taken  into  the  church,  and  $438.66  was  raised. 
At  the  close  of  the  revival  the  churches  gave 
a  grand  reception  In  honor  of  Mrs.  Dudley, 
and  many  nice  presents  were  presented  to 
her.  St.  John’s  Church  gave  a  nice  dress; 
Macedonia  Baptist  Church,  a  hat  costing  $8; 
Newman  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
a  gold  coin.  Great  work  is  being  done  by 
the  Rev.  C.  J.  Johnson,  pastor  of  St.  John’s 
Church. — Mrs.  Jennie  Montague,  Reporter. 

Benson,  Ala. — On  September  19,  the  good 
people  of  Benson  circuit  gave  a  mock  Con¬ 
ference  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  salary,  as  they  were  in  arrears  with 
same.  Brother  C.  A.  Brown,  who  was  the 
general  manager,  was  styled  as  “bishop.” 
Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  Brother 
Brown;  he  is  the  man  for  the  job,  and  a  fine 
leader.  There  were  eighteen  pastors.  First 
prize,  $6,  was  won  by  Mrs.  Vera  Brown, 
who  raised  $16.20;  second  prize,  Mrs.  Ora 
Geeler,  who  raised  $13.62;  Mrs.  Roxie 
Thomas,  Mary  Banks,  Mrs.  Maria  Brown, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Knox,  the  pastor’s  wife.  Brother 
M.  E.  Brown,  Brother  Melvin  Riley,  and 

Do  not  forget  that  Samuel  W.  Beazley 
&  Son,  Chicago,  III.,  are  leaders  as  hymn 
book  publishers.  Their  books  can  ^ 
order^  from  your  own  Denominational 
bookstore.  Sm  one  of  their  new  bo^s 
adyertised  on  page  815  of  this  issue. 
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"Revival  Genu  Number  Two*’  U 
being  used  by  nuuiy  of  the  largest 
churches  and  Sunday  Schools  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  Set  ad  on  page  815  of  this  issue. 
Samuel  W.  Beasley  &  Son,  53  W. 
Jaduon  Blvd.,  Clucago. 


other  members  made  good  reports.  Total 
raised  for  the  pastor,  $117.20.  We  wish  to 
thank  all  friends  for  their  support.  May  God 
hless  these  good  people. — Mrs.  H.  Thompson, 
Reporter. 

Montrote,  Mist. — From  August  20-26  we 
were  honored  with  the  presence  of  the  Rev. 
G.  W.  Brown,  of  Marion,  Ala.,  who  ran  one 
of  the  most  successful  revivals  ever  wit¬ 
nessed  in  the  history  of  Spring  Hill  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Rev.  Brown 
made  every  service  interesting  by  giving 
wonderful  lectures  designed  for  the  young 
people  in  the  afternoon,  and  gospel  sermons 
in  the  evening.  Haven  Teachers  College  was 
represented  by  Prof.  C.  N.  Berry,  of  the 
Haven  College  faculty,  on  Monday,  and  he 
gave  a  splendid  lecture  which  was  enjoyed 
by  all  present.  Many  distinguished  guests 
were  present  at  the  services.  Nine  souls 
were  added  to  the  Kingdom  and  $112  was 
raised.  Gifts  of  appreciation  were  presented 
to  the  Rev.  Brown  on  the  last  evening. — Mrs. 
Elisabeth  Moore,  Reporter. 

Lake,  Miss.— A  great  revival  began  at 
Pleasant  Valley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Sunday,  September  11.  Our  pastor  preached 
a  stirring  sermon  at  11  A.  M.,  and  the  spirit¬ 
ual  fire  burned  upon  the  altar  of  our  hearts. 
We  had  with  us  the  Revs.  H.  K.  Roberts  and 
E.  W.  Rogers.  The  revival  continued  until 
Friday  night.  Seventeen  souls  were  added  to 
the  church.  On  Friday  night  the  Rev.  H.  K. 
Roberts  preached  from  Luke  10.  31-33.  His 
sermons  will  live  long  in  the  minds  of  the 
people.  We  had  with  us  also  Mrs.  D.  A. 
Houston,  the  evangelist,  who  assisted  in  the 
vreat  meeting.  The  sum  of  $164  was  raised 
at  the  close  of  the  meeting.  A  great  storm 
also  came  to  our  pastor,  leaving  about  fifty 
pounds  of  choice  groceries.  This  party  was 
led  by  Mrs.  Pennie  Gray,  Mrs.  Nannie  Mon¬ 
roe,  and  Mrs.  Mamie  Smith. — Rev.  T.  H. 
Johnson,  Pastor;  Ruble  Gray,  Reporter. 


Springfield,  Ohio — Broaddus  Chapel,  East 
Springfield:  We  have  just  closed  one  of 
the  best  revivals  in  the  history  of  the  church. 
Our  meeting  was  well  attended  each  night. 
Christians  were  revived,  backsliders  re¬ 
claimed,  sinners  saved,  and  some  transfers 
whom  we  are  happy  to  claim.  Sister  Zora 
Bloomer  Clark,  of  Shelbyville,  was  with  us 
and  brought  us  a  gospel  message  in  song. 
She  will  live  long  in  the  hearts  of  those  to 
whom  she  has  endeared  herself.  The  junior 
choir  assisted  in  the  singing  during  the  en¬ 
tire  meeting  and  we  are  proud  of  them.  The 
astor.  Rev.  Wm.  Britt,  his  own  evangelist, 
rought  to  us  some  soul-stirring  and  uplift¬ 
ing  sermons.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be 
given  to  our  pastor  for  the  wonderful  way 
in  which  he  is  putting  over  the  program  of 
the  church.  The  Sunday  school  is  well  organ¬ 
ised.  The  revival  was  a  success,  both  spirit¬ 
ually  and  financially.  Broaddus  is  putting 
over  a  financial  campaign,  and  we  prayer¬ 
fully  hope  for  the  largest  possible  success. — 
Reporter. 

Say  reton,  Ala. — Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  records  another  year  of 
success  in  that  it  has  been  able  to  meet  every 
obligation  With  some  degree  of  pride.  The 
forces  within  the  church  are  well  organised 
and  all  hard  at  work.  Every  auxiliary  has 
done  its  best  to  help  carry  forward  the  work 
of  the  church.  It  is  the  common  opinion 
that  the  Epworth  League  was  never  belter, 
and  for  these  three  years,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Bro.  Carson,  it  has  held  its  own  and 
continued  to  grow.  Both  old  and  young  now 
gladly  take  part.  The  Sunday  school  has 
its  departments  and  every  department  trie."-- 
to  excel.  The  class  in  teacher  training,  un¬ 
der  the  instruction  of  the  pastor,  has  finished 
two  courses  this  year.  The  audience  is  quite 
as  large  as  ever  and  interest  as  good.  The 
district  superintendent  was  paid  up  in  fu’l 
at  the  session  of  the  fourth  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference,  and  he  expressed  his  high  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  year’s  work.  All  claims  have 
been  cared  for  and  the  pastor  will  be  paid 
by  Conference.  The  debt  of  the  church  has 
been  substantially  reduced,  and  the  notes  paid 
up  to  June  of  1928,  with  a  neat  sum  paid 
on  that  note.  Total  raised  in  the  church 
this  year  for  all  causes,  $2,846.69,  and  we 
hope  to  make  it  at  least  $3,000  by  Confer¬ 


ence,  and  we  think  we  will. — Wm.  Norton, 
Recording  Steward. 

Bradenton,  Fla. — One  of  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  rallys  of  the  entire  summer  came  off  at 
Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Tuesday  night,  September  13,  1927.  This 
rally  was  staged  about  thirty  days  before  ft 
came  off.  Ten  of  the  best  workers  in  the 
church  were  selected  as  captains,  with  ten 
of  the  male  workers  at  lieutenants.  The  rest 
of  the  workers  were  selected  from  the  mem¬ 
bership  from  slips  placed  in  a  hat  with  the 
names  on  them.  By  this  method  no  one  could 
be  charged  with  placing  all  of  the  best  work¬ 
ers  oh  any  one  club.  Prises  were  offered  to 
each  of  the  ten  captains  raising  above  $16. 
The  one  raising  the  highest  amount  above 
the  set  amount  would  receive  a  ladies’  wrist 
watch;  the  second  would  receive  a  wrist  watch 
also:  and  so  on  down  to  a  box  of  Parisian 
perfume.  The  following  ladies  headed  the 
clubs:  Mrs.  Frances  Doby,  $38.80;  Mrs. 
Mamie  Hamilton,  $36.26;  Mrs.  Maggie  B. 
Jones,  $36;  Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Rogers,  $^ ;  Mrs. 
Laura  Williams,  $22.60;  Mrs.  Daisy  Bennett, 
$20.80;  Mrs.  Bertha  DeBose,  $20.66;  Mrs. 
Nathalia  L.  Pickens,  $16.63;  Mrs.  Elisabeth 
Deviite,  $12.68;  Mrs.  Sadie  E.  Young,  $10.26; 
grand  total  for  all  clubs,  $240.20.  These  good 
women  were  ably  backed  by  some  of  the  best 
men  as  lieutenants.  When  it  is  remembered 
that  these  folks  have  been  working  hard  and 
faithfully  for  about  five  years  following  the 
entire  destruction  of  the  old  church  by  a  fire, 
and  that  they  have  raised  several  thousands 
of  dollars  to  put  them  in  the  present  tile- 
brick  church,  which  is  now  occupied  by  them, 
a  two-story  building  with  the  modern  con¬ 
veniences,  having  a  concrete  floor,  the  entire 
church  being  heated  with  modern  gas  fix¬ 
tures,  a  gas  range  installed  in  the  kitchen, 
lavatories  for  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  other 
conveniences  for  an  up-to-date  church,  and 
considering  the  woeful  lack  of  work  for  the 
past  several  months;  and  too,  the  member¬ 
ship  does  not  number  over  100  persons,  in¬ 
cluding  the  children,  they  are  hard  to  equal 
as  church  workers.  We  take  this  method  to 
thank  them  most  heartily  for  their  faithful¬ 
ness  during  our  nearly  two  years  among 
them.  Much  more  is  planned  to  be  done 
during  their  Conference  year.  Let  us  do  it,  j 
and  God  will  be  pleased  with  our  efforts  for 
the  year. — W.  Pericles  Pickens,  Pastor. 


Alley,  Go.— The  members  of  Nepsis  Chapel 
were  made  to  feel  happy  when  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  D.  G.  Greer,  preached  to  us  the 
second  Sunday  in  September,  at  11  A.  M., 
and  again  at  8  P.  M.  The  church  was  packed 
day  and  night.  The  pastor  is  laboring  to  get 
all  claims  paid  before  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  We  had  on  a  church  contest  between 
the  brothers  and  sisters,  and  the  amount 
raised  by  the  sisters  was  $26.61;  brothers, 
$17;  total,  $42.61;  for  light,  $1.46;  grand 
total,  $43.06.  We  are  doing  our  best  to  pay 
our  pastor  and  district  superintendent,  and 
we  ask  God’s  blessing  upon  this  charge.  We 
also  held  our  election  of  delegates  to  the 
Annual  Conference.  The  following  were 
candidates:  Sister  Laura  B.  Collins,  eleven 
votes;  Sister  L.  A.  Pierce,  nine  votes;  Brother 
C.  Wiggs,  seventeen  votes.  Brother  Wjggs 
was  unanimously  elected  as  delegate.— C. 
Wiggs,  Reporter. 


District  Activities 


Quarterly  Conferences 


Bristol,  Fa.— As  the  Conference  year  draws 
to  a  close,  we,  the  members  and  friends  of 
John  Weslev  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
are  proud  of  the  accomplishments  of  the  past 
year.  The  spiritual  life  of  the  church  has 
been  better  and  a  larger  attendance  on  the 
part  of  the  members  has  been  noticed;  also 
the  financial  side  of  the  church  has  been 
better  than  in  previous  years.  This  church 
goes  to  the  Annual  Conference  with  a  good 
report  from  the  church  in  general.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  wish  to  thank  each  one 
who  took  part  in  the  programs  during  the 
summer  months.  The  Over-Top  Quartet  has 
paid  John  Wesley  a  visit  or  two.  We  wish 
to  commend  them  for  such  splendid  sclec- 
tions  they  have  given  us,  under  the  direction 
of  Bro.  Eugene  Brown.  We  trust  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  will  ask  the  Conference 
to  return  our  pastor  for  another  year. — The 
Rev.  E.  H.  Forrest,  Pastor;  Clarence  Bur¬ 
ley,  Reporter. 


DeKALb,  miss. 

Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
August  21  and  22,  Dr.  D.  L.  Morgan  pre¬ 
siding.  The  roll  was  called,  and  most  of 
the  officers  were  present;  others  were  hin¬ 
dered  by  illness.  All  made  good  reports. 
Sunday  was  a  high  day  at  St.  Mark.  At  11 
A.  M.  the  district  superintendent  preached 
the  funeral  of  Sister  L.  V.  Crawford.  We 
were  graced  with  the  presence  of  Dr.  W.  H. 
Williams,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.;  and  Mr.  J.  S. 
Williams,  district  superintendent  of  the  Jack- 
son  District,  both  brothers  of  our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  E.  H.  Williams.  At  night  Dr.  W.  H. 
Williams  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  to 
a  packed  house.  Collection,  $66.  Total  col¬ 
lection  during  the  quarter,  ^90.94.  The  pas¬ 
tor  and  his  people  are  working  well  together, 
and  we  are  looking  for  nothing  but  success. 
The  future  will  tell  the  story.— Reporter. 


GRAND  BAYOU,  LA. 


needs  of  Africa.  We  paid  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  in  full,  $20,  and  gave  Dr.'Als- 
ton  the  price  of  a  fine  shirt,  and  asked  him 
to  come  again.  The  members  of  our  church 
and  of  the  Baptist  Church  are  loud  in  their 
praise  of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Smith, 
and  the  work  that  he  has  done  this  Confer¬ 
ence  year.  The  church  has  taken  on  new 
life  under  his  leadership,  and  all  causes  have 
been  carefully  looked  after.  His  return  is 
desired  by  not  only  the  membership,  but  by 
the  entire  community. — ^Mrs.  Nancy  Jones, 
Reporter. 


On  September  23,  the  fourth  Quarterly 
Conference  was  held,  with  the  district  super¬ 
intendent,  Rev.  J.  D.  David,  presiding.  The 
reports  showed  that  there  were  marked  im¬ 
provements  along  all  lines  of  .  church  work 
Sixteen  members  had  been  added  to  the 
church,  and  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
all  claims.  The  Rev.  J.  McKee  was  with  us 
and  gave  an  encouraging  talk.  Dr.  W.  G. 
Alston,  the  prince  among  men,  was  present, 
and  in  a  happy  way  brought  us  a  message 
on  “Africa.”  He  swayed  the  audience  from 
start  to  finish,  and  were  made  to  realise  the 


GRAND  ISLAND,  NEB. 

July  30  was  Quarterly  Conference  day  at 
St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
Rev.  B.  R.  Booker,  district  superintendent, 
and  Pastor  S.  H.  Johnson  were  on  hand. 
The  Rev.  Johnson  has  taken  hold  of  the 
work  with  a  determination  to  win.  Brother 
Fears,  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  the  town 
and  a  member  of  the  church,  had  died,  and 
the  Rev.  G.  N.  Jones,  ex-pastor,  was  pres¬ 
ent  to  attend  the  funeral.  The  Rev.  Jones 
is  now  the  pastor  at  Scott  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  Pueblo,  Colo.  He  eulogized  the 
life  of  Brother  Fears  with  dignity.  All  said 
he  preached  a  great  sermon.  He  was  very 
much  at  home  among  his  old-time  friends. 
Tlie  Rev.  Johnson  arranged  for  a  rally  for 
souls  and  finance.  The  Rev.  T.  B.  Quille 
will  assist  in  the  meeting. — Reporter. 


MARSHALL,  MO. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  meeting  J| 
deserves  special  mentioning.  Notwithstand- ■ 
ing  the  fact  that  the  pastor  was  away  from 
his  charge  four  consecutive  Sundays,  the  or- 
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Conference 
Central  Alabama 
Lincoln 

North  Carolina 
Texas 

West  Texas 
Little  Rock 
Savannah 
South  Carolina 
Atlanta 
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Place 

Date 

Bishop  ' 

Anniston,  Ala. 

October  20 

Jones 

Ardmore,  Okla. 

October  26 

Clair 

Greensboro,  N.  C. 

October  26 

Jones 

Galveston,  Tex. 

November  23 

Jones 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 

November  80 

Jones 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

November  80 

Clair 

Blackshear,  Ga. 

December  1 

Richardson 

Charleston,  S.  C, 

December  6 

Richardson 

McDonough,  Ga. 

December  14 

Richardson 

ganization  was  such  that  the  church  was  kept 
together.  The  quarterly  offering,  $84,  was 
the  highest  as  far  as  records  show  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  church.  District  Superintendent 

E.  W.  Hannah  held  a  very  instructive  and 
interesting  Quarterly  Conference,  and  gave 
us  three  inspiring  and  informing  sermons. 
Number  of  communicants,  including  sick, 
seventy-two.  Our  splendid  choir  gave  two 
high-class  musicales  while  the  pastor  was 
Bway.  At  the  request  of  the  district  super¬ 
intendent  et  al,  Mrs.  Gertrude  M.  B.  Bibbs, 
daughter  of  the  pastor,  sang  the  “Holy  City” 
to  the  delight  of  the  hearers. — Reporter. 

REDDICK,  FLA. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Ocala  District  was  held  at  Reddick,  Septem¬ 
ber  llj  with  the  district  superintendent.  Rev. 

F.  E.  Welch,  presiding.  After  the  devotional 
exercises  the  roll  was  called,  and  all  mem¬ 
bers  responded.  At  7  P.  M.  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  preached  an  able  sermon;  sub¬ 
ject,  “Christ’s  Brand.”  The  church  was 
crowded,  and  all  enjoyed  the  sermon.  Collec¬ 
tion  for  the  night  was  $20.96.— Rev.  G.  M. 
Hearst,  Pastor;  K.  L.  Simmons,  Reporter. 

SALLIS,  MISS. 

The  Sallis  and  Durant  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  was  a  success  financially  and  spiritually. 
The  district  superintendent  was  at  Pickens 
charge,  Saturday,  September  9,  and  the  Rev. 
R.  B.  Adams  held  this  quarter.  The  reports 
showed  some  advancement.  Sunday  night, 
the  Rev.  C.  V.  Heffner  came  and  preached 
a  great  sermon  and  administered  the  Lord’s 
IHtpper  to  a  large  number.  He  .  preached  at 
V  ceadwell  Grove  Thursday  night,  which  is  one 
of  the  churches  on  the  Sallis  and  Durant 
circuit.  When  the  cotton  season  closes  we 
will  begin  covering  our  church.  Total  col¬ 
lected,  $18.90.— Rev.  G.  W.  Hunt,  Pastor; 
Mrs.  P.  L.  Harmon,  Reporter. 

TEXARKANA,  TEXAS 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sep¬ 
tember  9-11,  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Holden,  district 
superintendent,  presiding.  The  pastor  and 
officials  made  splendid  reports.  We  wish  to 
commend  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  of  which 
Mrs.  Sarah  Jones  is  president,  and  Mrs.  Es¬ 
sie  Washington,  the  efficient .  secretary,  for 
being  a  wide-awake  organization.  During  the 
year  they  raised  $92,  furnished  the  parsonage 
with  two  gas  heaters,  one  congoleum  rug,  one 
kitchen  cabinet,  paid  organist  from  Novem¬ 
ber,  1926,  to  August  14,  1927,  donated  $10 
to  World  Service.  Just  a  few  faithful  sis¬ 
ters  put  this  part  of  the  program  over.  May 
God  inspire  them  to  do  greater  work  in  the 
future.  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So- 
tiety,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Johnson,  president,  and 
Mrs.  B.  S.  Inghram,  secretary,  with  a  few 
consecrated  workers,  made  a  creditable  report 
>t  tile  District  Conference  in  August,  which 
was  received  with  much  applause.  Sunday, 
tw  11th,  our  district  superintendent  was  at 
bis  best  and  delivered  two  able  sermons, 
which  were  inspiring  to  his  hearers.  Last, 
but^  not  least,  we  have  paid  the  district  su- 
Porintcndent  in  full  at  each  quarter. — Re¬ 
porter. 

WAYCROSS,  GA. 

Die  fourth  quarter  at  King  Solomon  Meth- 
^ist  Episcopal  Church  was  a  great  occasion. 
*ne  district  superintendent.  Dr.  W.  H.  Odum, 
Urought  to  his  hearers  two  great  sermons. 
Which  were  enjoyed.  One  was  added  to  the 
wurch,  making  a  total  of  twenty  this  Con- 
l^nce  year.  The  sum  of  $31..32  was  raised, 
WR  the  district  superintendent  was  paid  in 

$25.  The  remaining  amount  was  turned 
"W  to  the  stewards. — Mrs.  Mary  Reece,  Re¬ 
porter. 


Obituaries 

COI..LINS — Mrs.  Sallie  Ann  Collins,  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Ky.,  departed  this  life  August  11,  1927, 
at  11  A.  M.,  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  at  the  home 
of  her  daughters,  Mrs.  Mary  Fife  and  Mrs. 
Nannie  Evans.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Milo  and  Margaret  Bush,  and  was  born  in 
Madison  County,  December  20,  1866,  aged 
sixty-two  years.  She  had  spent  her  entire 
life  in  Madison  County  until  about  four 
months  ago  when  she  went  to  Detroit  to  be 
with  her  daughters.  She  professed  Christ 
and  joined  the  Providence  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  1880,  under  the  pastorate  of 
the  Rev.  Arthur  Jimmerson.  After  she  moved 
to  this  city  she  united  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  proved  a  faithful 
member  at  all  times.  She  was  married  to 
Dan  Collins,  August  24,  1882,  who  passed  to 
the  beyond  several  years  ago.  She  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  three  daughters,  one  son,  one  sister, 
three  brothers,  eight  grandchildren,  and 
many  friends.  The  funeral  was  conducted 
by  the  pastor.  Rev.  E.  E.  Hamblen,  assisted 
by  the  Revs.  Thomas  Brown  (who  delivered 
the  sermon),  Wade  Thompson,  J.  W.  Broad- 
dus,  and  others. — Reporter. 

HARRIS — On  September  11,  1927,  after  a 
long  illness.  Sister  Mary  Ann  Harris  an¬ 
swered  the  roll  call.  She  was  a  faithful  mem¬ 
ber  of  John  Wesley  Church,  Grantville,  Ga. 
Sister  Harris  held  many  prominent  offices  in 
the  church,  and  she  was  a  special  guide  to 
children.  She  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  and  all 
her  life  was  spent  in  service  to  the  church. 
The  floral  offerings  were  beautiful,  express¬ 
ing  deepest  sympathy  of  many  friends,  who 
will  miss  her.  The  funeral  was  conducted 
by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  F.  Barkley,  as¬ 
sisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Caldwell,  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  The  pallbearers  were:  E. 
Leigh,  A.  J.  Reese,  W.  A.  Jackson,  L.  S.  Bul¬ 
locks,  O.  E.  Jones,  and  J.  H.  Lowe.  She 
leaves  to  mourn  her  passing  one  daughter, 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Smith,  and  a  number  of  relatives 
and  friends. — Myrtle  Reid,  Reporter. 

JACKSON — Mrs.  Lettie  Jackson  died  at  her 
home,  August  22,  1926.  She  was  born  in 
Handsboro,  Miss.,  in  1861,  and  became  a 
member  of  Riley  Chapel  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and 
was  a  very  active  and  dutiful  member.  She 
was  married  to  Lem  Jackson,  with  whom  she 
lived  forty-three  years,  until  his  death.  She 
leaves  to  mourn  five  brothers,  five  daughters, 
three  sons,  sixteen  grandchildren,  six  great¬ 
grandchildren,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and 
friends.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  A.  H.  Lathan.  Sister  Jackson 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Y.  M.  B.  A.  The 
sermon  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Leach ; 
paper  by  Sister  Bertha  Lee  on  the  life  of 
the  deceased. — Reporter. 


LEWIS — Bro.  G.  W.  Lewis,  of  Florence, 
Miss.,  departed  this  life  in  full  triumph  of 
faith,  August  21,  1927.  He  was  born  June 
7,  1873.  For  more  than  twenty  years  he 
was  a  faithful  member  of  Spring  Hill  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Many  friends  spoke 
words  of  praise,  and  Mrs.  E.  A.  Hicks  sang 
a  solo.  Bro.  Lewis’  place  in  the  church  and 
community  will  be  hard  to  fill.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  It.  S.  Hammond, 
pastor.  Bro.  Lewis  leaves  a  mother,  three 
sisters,  three  aunts,  and  quite  a  host  of  other 
relatives  and  friends  to  mourn  their  loss. — Re¬ 
porter. 

LOUIS — Sister  Lucy  Louis  answered  the  roll 
call  on  high,  August  22,  1927.  She  was  a 
loving  mother  and  a  faithful  member  of  Beth¬ 
lehem  (Miss.)  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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She  was  a  member  of  the  church  for  more 
than  fifty  years.  Her  funeral  was  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  L.  V.  Harrison,  assisted  by  the 
Revs.  R.  B.  Reed  and  F.  D.  Mayes. — Re¬ 
porter. 

MoGOWAN — Mrs.  Annie  E.  McGowan  died 
at  Grenada,  Miss.,  Thursday,  September  8, 
1927,  and  was  buried  at  Terry,  Miss.,  Fri- 
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day  afternoon.  The  funeral  services  were 
conducted  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
hy  the  following  ministers;  Revs.  R.  E.  Rut¬ 
ledge,  local  pastor;  Dr.  B.  H.  Lovelace,  of 
Clinton;  J.  O.  Ware,  of  Edwards;  and  the 
Rev.  Moore,  of  Bolton.  All  of  these  bore  elo¬ 
quent  testimony  to  her  worth.  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Gowan  was  on  her  way  to  Carolina  with  Prof. 
Walter  Taylor  and  family,  of  Clinton  (Mrs. 
Clinton  being  her  niece),  but  upon  reaching 
Grenada  she  was  stricken  with  pneumonia. 
Though  immediately  placed  in  the  hospital 
and  given  every  attention  that  science  and 
love  could  bestow,  complications  set  in  from 
which  she  could  not  rally.  In  her  passing 
Terry  has  lost  one  of  its  most  beloved  and 
worthy  citizens.  In  1910  she  was  married  to 
Mr.  Charles  McGowan,  and  was  a  devoted 
mother  to  his  two  daughters:  Ruby,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  J.  O.  Ware,  of  Edwards;  and 
Mattie,  who  married  C.  L.  King,  of  Bovina. 
She  is  survived  by  three  sisters,  four  brothers, 
and  many  other  relatives  and  friends.  Mrs. 
McGowan’s  last  words,  whispered  to  her  de¬ 
voted  sister.  Miss  Clara  Ervin,  were:  “Yes, 
I  am  ready  to  go.” — Rebecca  D.  Hubbard, 
Reporter. 

PARHAM — On  July  10,  1927,  Brother  J.  S. 
Parham  died  as  he  lived.  He  was  converted 
under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Gill 
in  1918.  Brother  Parham  leaves  a  wife,  three 
sons,  one  daughter,  three  sisters,  one  brother, 
nine  grandchUdren,  two  daughters-in-law  to 
mourn.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  C.  L.  Hill.  The  Masonic 
brothers  took  charge  of  the  body. — Reporter. 

Marriages 

BOYD— RAINEY.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  MUton 
Boyd,  of  Handsboro,  Miss.,  announce  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  their  son,  Eldred  M.,  to  Miss  Mary 
Magdalene  Rainey,  of  New  York  City,  Au¬ 
gust  1,  1927. — 'Edward  Smith,  Reporter. 

BUNDAY— WATERS.  AprU  12,  at  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  bride’s  father,  the  Rev.  Dr.  J. 
R.  Waters,  Lawnside,  N.  J.,  Mr.  George  F. 
Bunday,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Miss 
Mary  Lilly  Waters  were  united  in  holy  wed¬ 
lock  by  the  Rev.  D.  H.  Hargis,  DJ).,  of 
Philadelphia.  The  bride  was  given  away  by 
her  father.  Only  the  immediate  relatives 
and  friends  of  the  bride  and  groom  were  in 
attendance.  After  a  delightful  luncheon, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunday  took  their  departure 
for  Newport,  R.  I.  After  an  extended  trip 
they  were  “at  home”  at  their  residence,  125 
N.  Fifty-seventh  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

PITMON— PETIES.  Mr.  Willie  Pitmon  and 
Miss  Auela  Peties  were  united  in  holy  wed¬ 
lock  at  the  Pearl  River  courthouse.  Picay¬ 
une,  Miss.,  September  10,  1927.  The  Rev. 
J.  J.  Ford  officiated.  We  wish  for  them 
long  life  and  much  success. — J.  J.  Ford,  Re¬ 
porter. 

WATERS— GASKINS.  The  Rev.  J.  R. 
Waters,  D.D.,  the  agent  for  Conference 
Claimants’  Endowment  Fund  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware  Conference,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  R.  Gaskins 
were  united  in  holy  matrimony  by  the  Rev. 
W.  C.  Thompson,  D.D.,  superintendent  of  the 
Philadelphia  District.  The  bride  was  given 
away  by  her  mother,  Mrs.  Emma  Robinson, 
of  Waterford,  Va.  The  groom  was  attended 
by  the  Rev.  D.  H.  Hargis,  D.D.  The  home 
was  beautifully  decorated  for  the  occasion. 
The  bride  was  the  recipient  of  many  useful 
and  costly  gifts.  Many  friends  came  from 
New  York;  Washington,  D.  C.;  Wilming¬ 
ton,  Del.;  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Waterford, 
Va.  After  partaking  of  a  sumptuous  re¬ 
past,  a  unique  gay  auto  party  accompanied 
the  bride  and  groom  to  the  Pennsylvania  Sta¬ 
tion,  where  they  took  the  train  for  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J.,  to  spend  their  honeymoon.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Waters  will  be  at  home  to  their 
many  friends  after  October  1  at  their  resi¬ 
dence,  221  N.  Farson  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
We  wish  for  them  the  largest  possible  hap¬ 
piness  . — Reporter. 

Woman’s'  Column 

Dear  Sisters  of  the  Tupelo  District  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society:  This  is 
to  notify  you  that  each  local  president  be  up 


Okolona  Industrial  School  i!!! 

OKOLONA,  MISSISSIPPI 
**25  Years  of  Service  to  Negro  Youth** 
COURSES: 

NORMAL  COMMERCIAL  GRAMMAR  NURSE  TRAINING 
MUSIC  (Vocal  and  Instrumental)  12  TRADES  and  INDUSTRIES 

Beautiful  campus  and  grounds,  consisting  of  380  acres.  Buildings 
electrically  lighted  and  steam  heated.  Well-prepared  faculty  from  leading 
colleges  of  country.  Expenses  range  from  $8.00  to  $12.50  per  month. 
School  opens  October  4,  1927. 

For  Furthor  inform&tion,  Addrmu 

MRS.  EFFIE  T.  BATTLE,  Acting  Prendent 
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and  doing.  I  ask  that  the  pastors  stand  by 
the  president  of  their  charge  and  give  them 
their  support.  As  the  Fall  Conference  is 
swiftly  approaching,  we  hope  to  be  able  to 
make  a  round  report.  Let  us  not  shrink  from 
duty,  but  press  forward  for  the  upbuilding 
of  Christ’s  kingdom  here  on  earth. — Mrs. 
Mary  F.  Crawford,  President. 

Eclectic,  Ala. — The  Ladies’  Aid  rendered 
a  splendid  program,  celebrating  Labor  Day, 
September  6,  with  a  splendid  play  for  “grown¬ 
ups”  and  a  beautiful  pageant,  conducted  by 
our  pastor’s  wife,  Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Knox.  All 
enjoyed  the  program,  and  $14  was  raised.  We 
have  paid  $6  on  World  Service,  and  have  ren¬ 
dered  service  and  given  financially  to  the 
pastor,  parsonage,  and  church.  We  expect  to 
send  our  pastor  to  the  Conference  paid  in 
full,  with  a  round  report  in  every  cause.  The 
pastor  and  his  wife  have  our  interest  at  heart, 
and  with  their  hearty  co-operation  we  expect 
to  do  great  things  for  the  Master,  Pray  for 
us. — Z.  Riley,  President  Ladies’  Aid;  M. 
Thompson,  Reporter. 

Dear  Sisters  of  the  Central  Alabama  Con¬ 
ference:  Your  task  is  still  on  for  a  new 
year’s  work.  The  months  are  passing  and  we 
must  let  each  day  count  for  something  as 
they  pass.  I  am  asking  each  district  junior 
secretary  to  organize  the  Home  Guards  and 
Mothers’  Jewels  on  each  charge.  Sisters,  if 
we  don’t  work  with  our  young  people  and 
train  them  for  missionary  work,  what  will 
become  of  our  future  missionaries?  We  must 
work  while  it  is  yet  day,  for  the  night  cometh 
when  no  man  can  work.  The  task  is  large 
but  pleasant.  It  is  the  Master’s  cause.  Let 
us  go  at  our  task  with  courage  and  zeal.  We 
must  have  nothing  less  than  complete  success, 
spiritually  and  financially.  I  would  like  to 
get  in  touch  with  each  district  junior  secre¬ 
tary,  because  we  want  to  put  over  another 
hig  program  this  year.  The  junior  d^art- 
ment  had  a  very  good  report  last  year.  There 


were  fifteen  life  members  added  to  the  jun¬ 
ior  department.  We  want  to  have  a  net 
gain  of  fifteen  more  this  year.  We  could  do 
so  if  we  would  begin  now.  I  ask  that  each 
district  junior  secretary  do  her  best.  If  there 
is  any  literature  you  need  in  this  department, 
write  me  at  once.  I  will  be  glad  to  send  it. 
We  cannot  do  this  work  if  we  do  not  read 
the  literature.  Let  us  do  better  work  this 
year,  using  as  our  motto,  “Faithful  and 
True.” — Mrs.  M.  E.  Ogletree,  Conference 
Junior  Secretary,  1612  Brown  Avenue,  An¬ 
niston,  Ala. 

Special  Notices 

The  fall  District  Conference  of  the  Stark- 
ville  District  will  convene  at  St.  James 
Church,  Columbus,  Miss.,  November  15-19, 
1927. — Rev.  J.  H.  Talbert,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

Meridian,  Miss. — To  the  Brethren  and  Sis¬ 
ters  of  the  Mississippi  Conference  Brother¬ 
hood:  Dear  Coworkers:  Our  next  Annual 
Conference  is  fast  approaching.  Quite  a  few 
failed  to  pay  your  assessments  at  our  last 
Annual  Conference,  and  ninety  days  were 
given  you  to  send  in  your  assessments  for  the 
brotherhood.  You  who  failed  to  send  in  your 
assessment,  please  do  so  at  once.  Send  to 
our  treasurer,  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Morgan,  No. 
2716  Twelfth  Street,  Meridian,  Miss.  He  will 
give  you  receipt  for  same. — R.  N.  Jones, 
President;  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Gabel,  Secretary. 


“Revival  Gems  Number  Two”  con¬ 
tains  many  old  favorites  common^ 
known  as  the  “Moody  and  Sank^ 
hjrmns.”  Only  ten  cents  per  cop|i 
Fully  orchestrated  for  14  instrumeniP 
See  ad  on  page  815. 
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“Nothing  Is  Impossible” 

BY  ROY  L.  SMITH 

IR  ISAAC  NEWTON  had  discovered  the  law  of  gravitation,  the 
reason  for  the  spherical  shape  of  the  earth,  the  cause  of  the  tides 
of  the  sea,  and  the  seven  component  colors  of  the  sunlight. 

As  he  stepped  out  of  his  laboratory,  thrilled  by  the  glory  of 
the  miiacles  that  nature  had  confessed  to  him,  he  was  convinced  of  the  power 
of  the  human  mind  to  discover  even  the  most  intimate  secrets  of  the  universe 
and  in  a  moment  of  enthusiasm  exclaimed,  '‘Nothing  is  imfossihUr 

But  Sir  Isaac  Newton ;  was  now  the  enthusiast  and  not  the  scientist. 
Therefore  he  overstated  himself. 

This  sublime  assertion  of  faith  in  the  power  of  the  human  intellect  has 
been  prostituted  to  mean  that  nothing  in  the  world  of  morals,  laws,  conduct, 
or  ethics  is  impossible. 

But  life  is  full  of  impossibilities  I 

Justice  can  never  be  put  up  for  sale  and  continue  to  be  justice. 

No  brilliancy  of  intellect  can  ever  atone  for  a  lack  of  moral  character; 
as  witness  Napoleon,  Louis  XJV,  Pilate,  and  Cleopatra. 

No  guillotine,  burning  fagots,  assassin’s  bullet,  cup  of  hemlock,  or  cross 
can  stop  the  onward  march  of  truth  and  right;  as  witness  Joan  of  Arc,  John 
Huss,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Socrates,  and  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 

No  legislation,  church  decree,  popular  election,  military  despotism, 
newspaper  ridicule,  clever  cartoon,  or  diplomatic  intrigue  can  ever  make  a 
wrong  right  or  injustice  tolerable. 

No  chemistry  can  make  gold  out  of  lead;  no  logic  can  make  truth  out 
of  hypocrisy;  no  cunning  can  ever  deceive  God. 

The  mills  of  the  gods  may  grind  slowly — hut  they  grind. 

No  man  can  serve  two  masters,  preserve  two  supreme  loyalties,  love 
two  flags  equally  well,  or  give  his  best  to  two  women  at  the  same  time. 

No  man  can  be  a  good  man  and  a  bad  citizen,  nor  can  he  demand  a  higher 
type  of  honor  in  a  public  official  than  he  is  willing  to  exemplify  as  a  private 
citizen. 

No  man  can  despoil  his  own  conscience  and  be  happy. 

No  man  can  lead  his  son  to  higher  ideals  and  more  worthy  achievements 
than  he  himself  has  attained.  He  can  direct  him  and  indicate  the  means 
by  which  higher  goals  may  be  reached,  but  he  cannot  lead  him  higher  than 
he  has  gone. 

No  man  can  get  something  for  nothing  without  it  costing  him  too  much. 

No  man  can  ignore  God  and  truly  live! 

— From  “Some  Wild  Notions  I  Have  Known.” 
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Why  I  Want  the  Advocate  in  Every 
Possible  Home 

It  Helps  to  Make  a  Different  Church 

Good  literature  influences  slowly  through  the  years.  Pastorates,  after 
all,  are  but  for  a  day.  An  informed  constituency  is  a  continuous  power 
and  Inspiration  for  any  church. 

As  a  rule  the  strongest,  most  loyal  members  are  Advocate  readers.  This  Is 
both  cause  and  effect.  Leading  church  workers  are  inclined  to  subscribe;  and 
by  reading  they  are  made  stronger. 

In  those  places  where  the  Advocate  does  not  go,  there  is  not  so  ready  a  re¬ 
sponse  to  church  needs. 

I  see  a  difference  in  my  own  official  board,  in  the  members’  intelligence  and 
interest  in  vital  things.  And  I  believe  the  same  holds  also  in  the  church  com¬ 
munity  as  a  whole. 

You  can  tell,  when  you  go  into  a  new  charge,  the  folks  that  read  the  Advo¬ 
cate  and  those  who  do  not. 

Advocate  readers  usually  are  more  open-minded  and  progressive.  It  is 
easier  to  get  them  to  see  the  needs  of  the  church. 

The  folks  who  take  the  Advocate  are  the  leaders  in  every  church  matter. 

My  Advocate  readers  are  my  best  supporters. 

I  can’t  see  the  Advocate  at  work,  but  work  it  does. 

The  Advocate  homes  are  the  backbone  of  my  church. 

It  Works,  But  Without  Gestures 

East  Tennessee  Conference 
Appointments 


BLUEFIELD  DISTRICT 
B.  J.  Mahtik,  District  Superintendent, 

301  Carter  Street,  Bluelield,  W.  Va. 
Blueileld,  Va.,  W.  L.  Sanders.  Blueiield, 
W.  Va.,  T.  G.  Howard.  Coal  wood  and  Davy, 
J.  H.  Rogers.  Gary,  J.  W.  Manning.  North- 
fork,  W.  R.  Burger.  Pearisburg,  R.  D.  Wash¬ 
ington.  Pocahontas  Group — Pocahontas, 
Anonate,  Anawalt,  Excelsior,  Freeman,  Wil¬ 
liamson,  A.  D.  Williams;  assistants,  L.  N. 
Hamilton,  G.  A.  Owens,  J.  F.  Prigmore. 
Princeton,  I.  R.  Hill.  Tazewell,  Thompson 
Hendricks.  Thirpe,  (supply).  Tip  Top, 
Aaron  Lash.  Welch,  W.  W.  Ward. 

CHATTANOOGA  DISTRICT 
J.  A.  Pickett,  District  Superintendent 
604  Lookout  Street,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Athens  Ct.  - .  Chattanooga,  Grace 

Memorial,  F.  S.  Scruggs;  Stanley,  T.  C. 
Frazier;  Wiley  Memorial,  C.  K.  Brown.  Cleve¬ 
land,  E.  T.  Anderson.  Dayton,  J.  G.  Nash. 
Harriman  and  Oliver  Springs,  J.  D.  Chavis. 
North  Chattanooga  and  Hixon,  F.  A. 

Hatcher.  Coltewah, - .  Rockwood  and 

Kingston,  - .  Soddy  Ct., - .  South 

Pittsburgh  and  Jasper,  J.  W.  Sebastian.  Ty¬ 
ner  Ct., - . 

KNOXVILLE  DISTRICT 
F.  D.  JoHKSOK,  District  Superintendent 
Box  202,  Morristown,  Tenn. 

Clinton  and  Byington,  A.  F.  Shockley. 
Greenville,  S.  A.  Downs.  Greenville  Ct., 
- .  Jefferson  City  and  Tate,  W.  A.  Web¬ 
ber.  Johnson  City,  C.  H.  Hurd.  Knoxville: 
East  Vine  Avenue,  J.  C.  Sherrill;  Seney,  W. 
A.  Jackson.  Knoxville  Ct.,  F.  B.  Bewley. 
Morristown,  E.  L.  Wright.  Mountain  City, 
N.  D.  Smith.  Newport  and  White  Pine, 
H.  S.  Dykes.  Rising  Sun,  - .  Russell¬ 
ville  and  Elizabethton,  - .  Judson  S. 

Hill,  president  of  Morristown  Normal  and 
Industrial  College,  member  of  Morristown 
Quarterly  Conference. 

PULASKI  DISTRICT 
Akdebsok  Davis,  District  Superintendent 
910  West  May  Street,  Bristol,  Va. 
Abingdon,  F.  D.  Thomas.  Big  Stone  Gap 
and  Derby,  W.  H.  Bewley.  Bristol,  E.  H. 
Forrest.  Christiansburg,  J.  T.  Wilson. 
Draper  Ct.,  H.  G.  Harrison.  Glade  Spring 
Ct.,  H.  L.  Johnson.  Independence  Ct.,  J.  W. 
Johnson.  Kingsport,  L.  P.  Whitten.  Marion, 
Amos  H.  Carnegie.  New  River  Ct.,  A.  S. 
Mitchell.  Pulaski  Ct.,  Moses  Malone.  Pu¬ 
laski,  W.  S.  Hight.  Radford  Ct.,  R.  M,  Green. 


Rural  Retreat  and  Chilhowie,  J.  E.  Harris. 
Wytheville,  J.  G.  McBrossi.  C.  B.  Holoway 
left  without  appointment  to  attend  school. 
Wherever  the  names  are  missing  the  charges 
are  to  be  supplied. 


A  Call  to  World  Service 
Treasurers 

An  urgent  appeal  is  made  to  all  local 
churches  and  their  World  Service  treas¬ 
urers  by  the  co-operating  administrative 
staff  of  the  World  Service  Commission  that 
all  World  Service  pledges  due  by  the  end 
of  October  be  collected,  and  that  all  World 
Service  funds  in  local  church  treasuries 
be  remitted  to  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago, 
Ill.,  in  order  that  they  may  be  in  the 
hands  of  Treasurer  O.  W.  Auman  before 
October  31.  This  request  is  made  because 
the  receipts  between  now  and  October  31 
will  determine  whether  any  further  cut  in 
the  appropriations  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  and  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
and  Church  Extension,  will  be  necessary 
for  1928. 

The  staff  points  out  that  next  year’s  ap¬ 
propriations  are  dependent  upon  this 
year’s  income;  and  since  the  fiscal  year 
of  both  these  boards  ends  October  31,  it  is 
vitally  necessary  that  they  be  credited  with 
as  large  a  sum  .as  possible  before  that  date. 

The  first  ten  days  of  October  registered 
a  considerable  decrease  in  World  Service 
income  as  compared  with  the  same  period 
in  October  a  year  ago.  If  every  churcb 
will  make  prompt  remittance  of  World 
Service  money  in  its  treasury,  it  will  be 
possible  to  bring  the  October  receipts  up 
to  wbat  they  were  a  year  ago,  thus  pre¬ 
venting  further  crippling  of  our  mission¬ 
ary  enterprises. 


Personal  and  General 

— Bishop  Francis  J.  McConnell,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.,  will  be  the  chief  speaker  at  the 
Methodist  Social  Union  banquet  at  Hotel 
Sherman,  Chicago,  Thursday  evening,  October 
20.  The  Methodist  Social  Union  is  co-oper¬ 
ating  with  The  Methodist  Book  Concern  in 
commemorating  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary 
of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate. 
Special  music  will  be  furnished  by  the  Glen 
Ellyn  Methodist  choir,  which  recently  won 
first  prize  in  a  contest  of  the  church  choirs 
of  Chicago  and  vicinity.  Because  of  the  un¬ 


usual  character  of  the  banquet,  plates  will  be 
reserved  in  advance,  according  to  announce¬ 
ment  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  Charles  J.  Med- 
ler,  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago. 

— It  is  reported  in  Sebastopol  that  Japanese 
divers  who  were  searching  for  half  a  million 
sterling  in  gold  ($2,600,000)  aboard  the  Brit¬ 
ish  cruiser.  Black  Prince,  have  discovered  the 
first  gold  coin.  The  coin  bears  the  inscription 
of  George  IV,  and  the  date  1821.  The  coin 
was  discovered  after  twenty  tons  of  stone 
had  been  removed  from  the  cruiser,  which 
was  wrecked  in  Balaklava  Bay  during  the 
Crimean  War. 

— Canada,  Cuba,  and  Finland  have  been 
elected  to  membership  in  the  League  of  Na¬ 
tions  Council.  Canada,  Cuba,  and  Finland 
will  sit  for  three  years  on  the  council,  which 
now  is  composed  of  fourteen  members.  The 
other  members  are:  Great  Britain,  France, 
Italy,  Japan,  and  Germany,  which  hold  per¬ 
manent  seats  in  perpetuity,  and  China,  Colom¬ 
bia,  Chile,  Roumania,  Poland,  and  Holland, 
which  are  non-permanent  members. 

• — Dr.  Hingcley,  corresponding  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief,  desires  to 
call  the  attention  of  delegates-elect  to  the 
General  Conference  to  the  fact  that  two 
separate  committees  will  consider  matters  re¬ 
lated  to  Conference  Claimants  and  to  the 
Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief.  Rule  40  is 
as  follows: 

“(12)  To  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Relief  (.shall  be  referred)  all  memorials,  pe¬ 
titions,  and  other  documents  relating  to  the 
subject  of  pensions  and  relief  for  our  preach¬ 
ers,  missionaries,  deaconesses,  and  other 
church  workers.”  Please  note  that  matters 
concerning  the  general  legislation  for  Con¬ 
ference  claimants  and  the  local  preachers  is 
assigned  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Paragraph  40  (3)  reads  as  follows: 

“(3)  To  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy 
(shall  be  referred)  all  memorials,  petitions, 
and  other  documents  relating  to  the  pastor¬ 
ate,  the  district  superintendency.  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  membership.  Conference  claimants, 
and  the  local  ministry  (except  the  matter  of 
Pensions  and  Relief),  and  also  Annual  Con-  , 
ference  Journals.” 

Doubtless  some  matters  referred  to  these 
committees  will  be  sent  also  to  other  com¬ 
mittees,  but  matters  relating  to  Paragraphs 
484-489  and  to  the  new  pension  plan  all  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Relief. 

Paragraph  334  concerns  the  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  and  Relief,  and  should  be  transferred  to 
Paragraph  487  without  change. 

Paragraph  344  (c),  modified  to  meet  the 
conditions  of  the  new  plan,  clearly  belongs  to 
the  legislation  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and 
Relief,  and  should  be  transferred  to  Para¬ 
graph  488.  Some  changes  in  the  details 
concerning  reports,  etc.,  will  be  needed  in 
order  to  adjust  the  local  administration  to 
the  new  pension  fund. 
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Good  Literature  Vs.  Bad 


Following  in  causal  sequence  to  the  World  War, 
one  of  the  most  definite  social  reactions  has  been 
the  intellectual  rennaisance  now  evident  in  all  lands. 
A  revival  in  both  the  production  and  reading  of  books 
has  set  in  generally.  Disillusioned  by  the  great  war,  the 
public  mind  has  set  itself  to  speculation.  A  readjust¬ 
ment  to  the  newly  revealed  facts  of  our  environment  and 
an  effort  to  give  expression  to  new  discoveries  and  re¬ 
statement  to  old  values  have  given  rise  to  a  new  and 
fresh  literary  output. 

Giving  impulse  also  to  this  activity  is  the  sense  of 
freedom  which  everywhere  colors  the  socal  atmosphere. 
Magnifying  the  “freedom  of  the  press”  and  “freedom  of 
speech  dogma”  to  undue  and  disastrous  proportions, 
writers  and  speakers  of  every  shade  and  no  shade  of 
moral  opinion  are  flooding  our  times  with  an  outburst 
and  floodtide  of  literary  slush  that  bids  fair  to  do  vast 
violence  to  the  moral  ideals  and  the  intellectual  stand¬ 
ards  of  the  times. 

Bookshops,  newsstands,  and  agencies  are  vending 
vicious  volumes  of  volatile  stuff  from  the  most  prosaic, 
time-wasting,  speculative,  inane  theories  to  the  most  ob¬ 
scene,  errotic,  poetic  paintings  of  their  immoral  sensu¬ 
ous  imaginings  in  the  subtile  effort  to  subvert  our  es¬ 
tablished  and  proven  standards  of  individual  character 
and  social  conduct.  To  corrupt,  capture,  and  carry 
away  the  youth  seems  to  be  the  chief  desire  of  these  ir- 
responsibles.  The  other  day  a  case  of  this  criminal  in¬ 
trusion  upon  society  came  up  before  Federal  Judge  Knox 
in  the  United  States  District  Court  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  Counsel  for  the  defense  argued  as  follows :  “What 
is  obscene  to-day  is  not  what  the  customs  and. the  law 
books  of  the  ’90s  define  it.”  But  this  is  a  lame  argu¬ 
ment.  Virtue  and  morality  in  themselves  are  not  syn¬ 
onymous  with  legalistic  virtue  and  morality.  From  the 
point  of  view  of  the  state  even  a  book  may  be  within  the 
bounds  of  legal  right  in  its  subject  matter  and  treat¬ 
ment  thereof,  and  yet  be  grossly  immoral  and  subversive 
of  the  fine  ethical  idealism  of  virtuous  souls.  The  prose¬ 
cuting  attorney  pertinently  said:  “I  have  heard  of  the 
freedom  of  the  age,  but  don’t  we  want  to  protect  the 
morals  of  the  young?  The  hearth,  the  family,  are  what 
we  are  saving  in  seizing  this  book.  We  have  as  much 


right  to  do  it  in  this  way  as  we  have  to  seize  obscene 
literature  in  the  mails.  It  is  not  a  question  of  censor¬ 
ship  or  freedom  of  the  press,  but  of  the  enforcement  of 
one  of  the  oldest  statutes  on  the  books.” 

That  is  it.  Panderers  to  vice  through  the  output 
of  salacious  books,  magazines,  and  other  periodicals  may 
find  it  relatively  easy  to  evade  the  laws ;  many  find  even 
lapses  of  moral  taste  in  certain  individuals  and  strata 
of  society.  But  this  does  not  give  to  them  the  right  to 
turn  loose  their  flood  waters  of  degrading  social  dogmas 
upon  the  whole  of  society.  To  offset  this  tendency  of 
the  times,  library  commissions  and  civil  courts  are  mak¬ 
ing  a  hopeful  beginning  in  setting  up  a  strict  censor¬ 
ship  of  the  printed  product  of  these  diseased  minds  that 
put  out  such  degrading  stuff  and  in  haling  them  before 
the  courts.  Our  homes  and  teachers  in  our  grammar 
and  high  schools  must  come  to  the  rescue  if  we  would 
save  the  coming  generation  from  total  moral  pollution. 
Young  people’s  organizations  must  become  active  in  this 
battle  for  good  reading  in  the  making  of  good  character. 

In  the  interest  of  character  formation  and  cultural 
advancement,  happily,  Methodism  maintains  annually 
Good  Literature  Day,  when  the  whole  machinery  of  the 
church  is  focused  on  the  distribution  and  reading  of  the 
best  literature  from  all  sources.  Of  course,  none  better 
can  be  found  for  the  purpose  than  that  put  out  by  our 
own  publishers.  The  Methodist  Book  Concern,  called 
“The  House  of  Good  Books,”  distributes  among  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  everywhere  good  books  of  every  kind  on 
ennobling  themes.  Pastors  of  our  churches  are  official 
agents,  and  any  book  of  The  Methodist  Book  Concern 
may  be  had  through  them. 

Our  Advocate  family  looks  forward  likewise  for  wide 
distribution  among  the  congregations  as  a  result  of  pas¬ 
toral  emphasis  on  Good  Literature  Day.  Thousands  of 
members  .and  friends  who  have  been  resolving  to  do  so 
will  find  this  day  the  best  opportunity  for  handing  their 
subscription  for  The  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate 
to  their  pastor  or  for  sending  it  direct  to  this  office. 
We  await  with  expectancy  reports  from  our  two  thou¬ 
sand  pastors  and  churches  as  to  their  Advocate  drive 
on  Good  Literature  Day,  October  23.  Help  Methodism 
“swat”  the  producers  of  vile  literature. 


The  Rev.  Harry  Andrews  King 


AN  APPRECIATION 


OUR  loved  one  sleeps  in  Jesus.  We  have  no 
doubts  or  misgivings  about  him.  Already  he 
has  entered  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord,  and  great 
is  the  contrast  between  the  gloom  of  our  mourning  and 
the  gladness  of  his  glory.”  Here  in  meditative  mood  is 
expressed  the  emotional  reaction  experienced  by  his  Con¬ 
ference  colleagues  of  Indiana  Conference  to  the  unex¬ 


pected  death  of  Dr.  Harry  Andrews  King,  beloved  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  of  Indianapolis  District. 

Strikingly  pathetic  were  the  circumstances  of  his  un¬ 
timely  passing.  '  In  Morris  Street  Church,  Indianapolis, 
on  the  sultry  morning  of  August  7,  in  the  regular  round 
of  his  duties  as  district  superintendent.  Dr.  King  was 
delivering  the  morning  sermon.  His  text  was,  “Be  ye 
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perfect,  even  as  your  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect.”  Al¬ 
luding  to  the  frailty  and  uncertainty  of  human  life,  evi¬ 
dently  as  a  motive  to  incite  to  attainment  of  the  goal  of 
perfection  in  personal  character,  he  was  quoting  the  fa¬ 
miliar  passage  of  Scripture:  “As  for  man,  his  days  are 
as  grass:  as  a  flower  of  the  field  so  he  flourisheth.  For 
the  wind  passeth  over  it  and  it  is  gone,  and  the  place 
thereof  shall  know  it  no  more,”  when  abruptly  the  ex¬ 
pression  was  broken  off,  and  Dr.  King,  suddenly  stricken 
with  apoplexy,  sank  toward  the  floor,  enacting  in  grim 
reality  in  his  own  experience  the  very  finale  of  life  which 
he  by  word  of  mouth  was  in  the  act  of  describing. 

Indianapolis  Preachers’  Association  in  their  sympa¬ 
thetic  appraisal  of  the  worthful  life  and  untimely  death 
of  Dr.  King,  spoke  not  for  themselves  alone  or  for  the 
immediate  constituency  being  served  by  Dr.  King  at  the 
time  he  was  stricken.  For  in  character  and  labors  he 
was  a  man  of  such  broad  proportions  as  to  have  encom¬ 
passed  within  the  sphere  of  his  influence  for  good  many 
thousands  who 'would  have  regarded  it  a  sacred  privilege 
to  have  placed  upon  his  bier  a  similar  flower  of  gratitude 
and  real  affection  because  of  the  inherent  merits  of  this 
nobleman  of  God. 

The  two  marked  periods  of  his  life  were  those  of  prep¬ 
aration  and  of  princely  service  in  his  Lord’s  kingdom 
process.  In  both  periods,  spurred  forward  by  untar¬ 
nished  motives  for  helpfulness  to  others,  he  evinced  the 
most  remarkable  loyalty  and  indefatigable  labor.  Likely 
his  struggles  to  procure  his  educational  preparation  cre¬ 
ated  in  his  nature  those  genial  impulses  of  sympathetic 
consideration  which  he  at  all  times  evidenced  toward 
those  whom  he  knew  to  be  struggling  under  handicaps  to 
attain  honorable  goals  of  character  and  service.  Every¬ 
where  he  was  known  as  the  man  of  the  warm  heart,  whose 
altruistic  soul-breathings  created  that  companionable 
spirit  of  comradeship  which  made  men  draw  near  to 
him  as  toward  a  brother  beloved  for  counsel  and  friend¬ 
ship. 

A  combination  of  natural  endowment  and  cultural 
preparation  for  his  life  work  gave  to  him  that  personal 
worth  of  character  which  constituted  his  greatest  asset 
in  his  life  work.  Dr.  E.  A.  Robertson,  pastor  of  Hen- 
ninger  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  chosen  by  Indian¬ 
apolis  Preachers’  Association  to  write  the  memoirs  read 
at  the  funeral,  with  clear  analytical  insight,  made  this  fine 
descriptive  statement  of  the  man  as  we  knew  him  over  a 
period  of  a  dozen  years: 

“Dr.  King’s  character  was  not  marked  by  any  one  conspicuous 
overshadowing  excellency,  but  by  the  blending  of  many;  so  that 
there  was  symmetry  in  his  life.  There  was  in  him  the  grace  of 
proportion.  His  life  was  orderly,  systematic,  harmonious,  and  bal¬ 
anced.  The  intellectual  did  not  overtop  the  moral  and  emotional. 
Strength  blended  with  gentleness.  Strictness  was  softened  by 
charity.  Self-assurance,  which  is  an  element  in  every  successful  life, 
was  allied  with  humility.  Fervor  was  controlled  by  sobriety.  He 
was,  therefore,  not  an  enthusiast,  but  an  earnest  man;  he  was  not 
a  reformer  sent  to  destroy,  but  a  wise  builder.  He  was  not  isolated 
from  his  fellow  men  by  reason  of  any  great,  extraordinary  gift — 
like  a  high  mountain  peak  standing  apart  from  the  lesser  hills — 
but  he  touched  them  at  many  points,  and  walked  with  them  in 
familiar  fellowship,  for  he  had  so  much  in  common  with  other  men.” 

Such  a  type  of  man  throwing  the  weight  of  his  sym¬ 
metrical,  purposeful  personality  as  he  did  into  his  life- 
work,  always  effected  telling  results  in  the  direction  of 
his  towering  purpose.  For  seven  years  he  gave  himself 
to  the  service  of  Negro  education  as  president  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  school  in  that  field  maintained  by  his  church  in  At¬ 
lanta.  His  record  of  labors  and  achievement  there  mirror 


most  creditably  the  motive,  the  ability,  and  the  worth  of 
Dr.  King.  He  wrought  a  transformation  in  the  physical 
plant  that  put  the  institution  in  the  front  rank  of  insti¬ 
tutions  for  Negroes  in  the  entire  section.  The  personnel 
of  the  student  body  and  faculty  was  substantially  im¬ 
proved.  Both  facts  making  it  possible  for  the  school’s 
graduates  to  qualify  easily  and  automatically  as  teacher.s 
in  the  schools  of  the  State.  A  transformation  wa.s 
wrought  in  the  spirit  of  the  student  body  which  improved 
the  general  morale  and  increased  the  school’s  efliciency 
in  a  remarkable  way.  From  this  new  progressive  epoch 
inaugurated  by  President  King,  except  for  a  brief  period 
of  unfavorable  interruption,  Clark  University  has  been 
enjoying  continuously  one  of  the  most  flourishing  periods 
of  development  since  its  founding. 

Nothing  gave  to  him  such  poise  of  cliaracter  and 
such  a  guarantee  of  successful  achievement  as  did  his 
clear,  steady,  evangelical  faith.  Whatever  else  he  may 
have  been — educator,  business  man,  comrade,  church  ad¬ 
ministrator — through  if  all  Dr.  King  wa.s  thoroughly 
Christian  in  faith  and  in  the  underlying  motives  of  his 
life.  His  Lord  could  count  on  him  to  guard  the  faitli 
from  encroachments  of  scoffers,  agnostics,  atheists,  or 
infidels.  His  faith  was  steadfast  and  detemined  the 
quality  of  the  life  he  lived.  “Continually  he  was  empha¬ 
sizing  as  in  his  very  last  message  on  earth  the  vital  inner 
loyalties  of  our  faith  to  Christ  and  His  kingdom.  In 
his  view  the  outstanding  need  of  the  church  was  a  spirit¬ 
ual  anointing  of  Pentecostal  power.” 

Concerning  his  faithfulness  and  worth  in  the  last  post 
of  honorable  service  he  rendered  the  church,  we  repeat 
here  for  emphasis  what  his  colleagues,  within  the  range 
of  closer  contacts,  say  with  genuine  appreciation : 

“He  was  elected  or  appointed  to  many  and  honorable  positions 
involving  either  pastoral,  educational,  or  administrative  labor.  He  ' 
was  a  pastor  in  Kansas  City  and  in  Kent’s  Hill,  Maine,  for  five 
years.  He  was  educational  secretary  of  Baker  University  for  two 
years;  president  of  Moores  Hill  College  for  six  years,  and  president 
of  Clark  University,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  for  seven  years,  thus  devoting 
fifteen  years,  during  the  prime  of  his  life,  to  the  higher  Christian 
education  of  our  youth  for  service  in  Christ’s  kingdom.  But  among 
all  the  high  duties  to  which  he  was  called,  none  did  he  discharge 
with  more  distinguished  ability  than  those  of  the  superintendency 
of  Indianapolis  District,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1922,  having 
lacked  one  year  of  completing  his  term  of  six  years.  During  the 
past  five  years  of  his  administration  of  the  many  difficult  and  deli¬ 
cate  problems  of  this  great  metropolitan  district,  including  fifty- 
two  pastoral  charges,  the  healthy  expansion,  the  increasing  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  churches  under  his  care,  have  attracted  attention  and 
elicited  favorable  comment  far  and  wide.  Dr.  King,  a  modern  fun¬ 
damentalist,  succeeded  in  large  measure  in  sustaining  a  strong  evan¬ 
gelistic  type  of  Christian  faith  in  the  churches.  By  his  own  posi¬ 
tive  preaching  he  set  the  example  of  constructive  interpretation  of 
the  old  faith  with  a  new  and  optimistic  outlook.  He  constantly 
urged  a  policy  of  aggressive  evangelism,  of  expansion  in  church 
building,  of  developing  greater  efficiency  in  all  the  work  of  the 
churches,  and  he  especially  emphasized  the  importance  of  a  de¬ 
nominational  consciousne.ss  and  a  practical  exhibition  of  old-time 
Methodist  hospitality  and  fraternalism  throughout  the  district.” 

No  description,  however  exhaustive,  could  compre¬ 
hend  the  vast  sweep  for  good  of  such  a  life.  Hearts  may 
sorrow  as  thousands  do  on  hearing  of  his  all  too  early 
going,  but  at  most  the  best  we  can  do,  which  we  most 
assuredly  are  doing,  is  to  cherish  the  memory  of  his  beau¬ 
tiful  Christian  life,  whose  power  for  good  was  made  pos¬ 
sible  by  his  lofty  Christian  motive  and  his  undimmed  and 
undiminished  zeal  for  the  cause  of  the  Christ  he  loved  and 
honored. 

To  his  family,  who  shared  with  him  faithfully  the  cares 
and  responsibilities  encountered  in  his  services  among 
us,  our  entire  group  of  colored  Methodists  extend  our 
genuine  .sympathy  in  the  bereavement  which  is  theirs. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


The  Church  Nobody  Knows 


Bruce  barton  has  certainly  lived  up  to  Shake¬ 
speare’s  definition  of  man — “A  creature  of  large 
discourse  looking  before  and  after.”  He  is  un¬ 
questionably  a  man  of  “large  discourse,”  and  in  his  latest 
book  he  looks  into  the  future  as  well  as  into  the  past. 

In  his  widely  read  volume,  “The  Man  Nobody  Knows,” 
he  looked  into  the  past.  That  book  presented  many  truths 
stated  in  arresting  fashion,  but  many  have  felt  that  the 
central  figure  of  Jesus,  which  Mr.  Barton  drew  as  “the 
world’s  greatest  organizer,”  “the  founder  of  modem  busi¬ 
ness,”  “the  high-powered  executive,”  was  truly  a  figure 
whom  nobody  knew  until  Mr.  Barton  contributed  him 
to  modem  fiction. 

In  his  recently  published  book,  “What  Can  a  Man  Be¬ 
lieve?”  Mr.  Barton  looks  into  the  future  in  a  chapter 
called  appropriately  “The  Church  Nobody  Knows.”  Con¬ 
cerning  this  book  it  can  be  said  with  the  heartiest  sincerity 
that  there  are  many  very  effective  presentations  of  the 
reasonableness  of  faith  put  in  a  way  to  influence  the  busi¬ 
ness  man  of  the  modem  world.  It  is  in  no  spirit  of  cap¬ 
tious  criticism  that  Mr.  Barton’s  vision  of  the  church  of 
the  future  is  here  questioned.  It  is  because  such  a  picture 
as  he  draws  is  evidence  of  a  widespread  tendency  to  super¬ 
ficial  and  sloppy  thinking  about  the  work  of  the  church 
and  the  world.  Here,  without  exaggeration,  is  Mr.  Bar¬ 
ton’s  picture.  It  is  a  community  church  (Oh!  that  blessed 
word  community!  To  many  people  all  that  is  needed  to 
free  a  chuirch  from  all  ills  is  to  baptize  it  ^‘commu¬ 
nity”).  It  is,  of  course,  an  undenominational  church.  It 
is  largely,  if  not  wholly,  without  doctrine.  It  is  almost 
without  sermons.  Sermons  are  hopelessly  dull  things. 
To  use  the  author’s  own  words,  “On  Sunday  the  pastor 
conducts  three  short  services  in  the  morning,  beginning 
at  six  o’clock,  and  three  in  the  later  afternoon  and  eve¬ 
ning.  One  may  go  at  any  time,  and  having  bowed  his 
head  and  knelt  and  listened  to  the  organ  and  tho  prayers, 
may  pass  out  into  the  sunshine  and  rejoice  in  the  day.  On 
rare  occasions,  such  as  Christmas  and  Easter,  he  preaches, 
and  his  sermons  are  masterpieces.” 

The  church  is  also  open  for  rest,  meditation,  and 
prayer.  The  pastor’s  main  function  seems  to  be  to  have 
his  image  and  voice  broadcast  by  sort  of  Vitaphone  to 
the  breakfast  table  and  to  the  office  so  that  his  benign 
figure  can  be  seen  and  his  voice  heard  as  he  makes  what 
Mr.  Barton  calls  the  ideal  prayer,  “Prosper,  I  pray  thee, 
thy  servant  this  day.”  No  doubt  the  business  man  will 
get  a  fine  uplift  from  that  word  “prosper.”  The  principal 
activity  of  the  church  is  welfare  work,  physical,  economic, 
mental, 'and  spiritual. 

Isn’t  it  lovely?  Such  a  church  resembles  nothing  so 
much  as  a  sun  parlor  of  a  country  club,  or  the  perfumed 
rose  room  of  a  large  hotel.  It  is  the  church  with  the  en¬ 
gine  lifted  entirely  out  of  it.  It  shows  a  remarkable  lack 
of  penetration  into  the  real  issues  of  life  in  the  world 
to-day,  to  imagine  that  such  a  little  esthetic  paradise  can 
ever  speak  hcalingly  to  the  world’s  need  and  tragedy.  The 
widespread  mood  of  disillusion  in  the  world  to-day  can 
never  be  met  by  blowing  on  a  penny  whistle  or  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  of  silence.  The  gospel  which  is  to  redeem  the  world 
must  be  a  stout  gospel.  It  must  work  through  the  lives 
of  men  and  women  who  will  go  to  the  Cross  in  sacrificial 


warfare  against  the  malignant  powers  of  evil  and  ex¬ 
ploitation. 

A  pink-tea  church  will  never  do  that.  The  picture.  Mr. 
Barton  paints  is  just  exactly  the  kind  of  church  that 
every  reactionary  and  Grand  Duke  of  special  privilege 
would  like  to  see.  They  would  like  to  be  sure  that  the 
church  is  to  be  chloroformed  with  beauty  and  soft  music. 
They  do  not  want  any  of  the  harsh  words  of  Jesus 
against  the  lust  of  greed  which  spoils  and  mangles  life. 
Handel’s  “Largo”  is  so  much  more  pleasant.  Many  peo¬ 
ple  do  not  want  the  rebuke  which  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
brings.  A  business-like  prayer,  “Prosper  me  to-day,”  is 
so  much  more  uplifting.  Perhaps  it  is  an  omission,  but 
it  is  a  fatal  one,  that  nowhere  in  Mr.  Barton’s  whole 
chapter  is  there  any  place  left  for  the  church’s  touching 
the  conscience  and  creating  the  conviction  of  sin. 

It  is  a  very  “pretty”  religion,  and  that  is  just  what  is 
the  matter  with  it.  The  world  is  not  saved  by  “pretty” 
religion.  Jesus  died  on  a  Cross,  and  men  who  have  car¬ 
ried  His  spirit  into  the  world  are  men  who  had  a  pro¬ 
found  religion,  based  on  the  proclamation  of  great  truths 
that  went  to  the  very  center  of  life. 

The  current  disparagement  of  doctrine  and  preaching 
is  a  very  superficial  mood.  A  church  such  as  is  pictured 
here  would  be  in  a  true  sense  of  the  word  in  fifty  years 
“a  church  that  nobody  knew.”  If  the  Church  is  to  sur¬ 
vive  at  all,  it  must  be  as  it  has  always  survived — through 
the  commanding  utterance  of  a  great  doctrine  of  God 
and  a  great  experience  of  God. 

I 

'•  *  •  -  <•  — 

The  Intermediate  State 


The  subject  of  an  address  at  a  preachers’  meeting 
in  an  eastern  city  a  few  years  ago  was  the  rather  ob¬ 
scure  theological  topic,  “The  Intermediate  State.” 
The  speaker  began  by  saying  that  no  one  knew  very  much 
about  the  subject,  whereupon  a  young  minister  arose  and 
contradicted  him.  The  minister  who  interrupted  said  that 
he  had  been  an  active  pastor  for  ten  years  and  knew  all 
about  the  intermediate  state,  because  during  that  time 
most  of  the  members  of  his  official  hoard  had  been  in  it. 
He  said :  “I  could  not  exactly  call  them  alive  and  they  were 
not  exactly  dead — they  were  in  the  intermediate  state.” 

Churches  whose  leaders  and  members  are  in  the  “inter¬ 
mediate  state”  do  not  get  very  far.  That  comatose  condi¬ 
tion  is  too  much  like  the  neutral  position  for  the  lever  of 
an  automobile.  The  only  way  in  which  an  automobile  in 
neutral  can  run — is  down  hill.  A  church  whose  officials 
and  members  are  in  neutral  runs  in.the  same  direction. 

All  of  which  is  a  text  for  Good  Literature  Day.  The 
final  argument  for  a  large  subscription  list  to  the  Advo¬ 
cate  in  every  church  is  that  it  will  help  the  church  to  get 
out  of  the  “intermediate  state”  into  a  state  of  grace, 
which  can  only  be  marked  by  an  exclamation  point. 

When  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  left  the  ministry,  some 
one  said  that  his  attitude  to  it  had  been  “something  like 
a  yawn.” 

Now  the  attitude  of  a  great  many  church  members  to 
the  work  and  tasks  of  the  Church  at  large  is,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  sometimes  something  like  a  yawn.  It  is  the  purpose 
of  the  Advocate  to  help  the  pastor  to  exorcise  the  yawn. 
The  Advocate  will  be  useful  in  that  holy  office  if  it  is  fairly 
presented  and  given  a  chance  in  the  Church.  L. 
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8T.  ANDREW’S  CEUROB,  EPWORTB 


A  Tale  of  Two 
Cities 

A  Visit  to  Two  Little  En<2:lish 
Villages  Where  Two  Centuries 
Found  Their  Souls 

By  Sidney  D.  Eva 

Potior  Cast  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

Detroit,  Michigan 

“  REAT  characters  make  little  places 

_  great”  is  a  Shakespearean  sentiment 
which  can  be  appropriately  applied  to 
more  than  one  village  in  the  fen  district  of  north¬ 
eastern  England.  These  lowlands  have  been  represented 
in  many  a  national  crisis  in  English  history  by  illustrious 
sons  serving  with  signal  distinction  in  high  enterprises  of 
sacrifice  and  service.  Two  villages  in  this  low-lying  area 
in  particular  have  come  into  renown  by  furnishing  leaders 
of  two  memorable  movements  in  Christian  history — 
Scrooby,  the  home  of  William  Brewster  and  the  Pilgrim 
Church,  and  Epworth,  fourteen  miles  distant,  the  birth¬ 
place  of  John  Wesley,  the  founder  of  Methodism. 

Scrooby  is  the  birthplace  of  a  movement,  a  movement 
destined  to  become  the  fostering  influence  of  a  new  era  of 
Christian  freedom  in  faith  and  practice,  and  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  a  new  moral  and  social  order.  Epworth  is  the 
birthplace  of  a  man,  a  man  small  in  physical  stature, 
but  of  expansive  mind,  and  in  whose  soul  was  nourished 
a  passion  for  the  spiritual  freedom  of  the  individual,  and 
whose  consecration  brought  forth  the  impulse  of  a  great 
revival  of  Christianity,  which  won  conquests  similar  to 
those  recorded  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 

To  journey  from  Scrooby  to  Epworth  is  to  traverse 
a  century.  The  old  farmhouse  at  Scrooby,  the  principal 
point  of  interest  there,  is  the  place  where  Puritanism 
launched  a  new  venture  which  brought  about  a  transfor¬ 
mation  in  the  ideas  and  order  of  civilization,  and  gen¬ 
erated  the  spirit  which  was  to  mould  a  new  race  on  a  new 
shore.  To  stand  in  the  shadow  of  the  old  Brewster  house 
with  its  background  of  rural  simplicity  and  the  remnants 
of  an  ancient  glory,  and  paint  into  them  the  fibres  and 
fullness  of  its  majestic  past,  is  a  spiritual  adventure  of 
no  mean  account  and  certainly  well  worth  the  trip. 

At  Epworth  we 
stand  in  a  new  cen¬ 
tury,  gloomy  with 
the  lingering  shad¬ 
ows  of  the  spiritual 
decline  and  moral 
deadness  which  fol¬ 
lowed  the  brief 
reign  of  Puritanism 
in  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  out  of 
which  came  the  embodiment  and  messenger  of  a  regen¬ 
erating  faith  and  fervent  gospel,  the  person  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley  and  the  birth  of  Methodism. 

The  road  from  Scrooby  to  Epworth  runs  through  fer¬ 


tile  fields,  quaint  villages,  and  across  dykes  and  rivers 
made  by  man  and  nature  which  provide  drainage  for  the 
lowlands  of  the  fen  country.  Passing  through  the  little 
village  of  Austerfield,  en  route,  we  paused  long  enough 
to  take  a  glimpse  at  the  birthplace  and  home  of  William 
Bradford,  which  was  once  a  stately  manor  house,  but  now 
a  cottager’s  simple  dwelling  beside  the  road. 

We  hope,  some  day,  America’s  pride  in  her  spiritual 
and  political  fathers  will  arise  to  mark  this  historic  spot 
and  house  with  a  fitting  token  of  its  devotion  to  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  this  Puritan  governor,  and  thus  save  it  from  decay 
and  oblivion. 

The  fine  old  spired  church  of  Tudor  design  first  lured 
us  to  the  village,  saving  the  best  morsel  as  the  last  and 
chief  joy.  Historic  ground  always  thrills  us,  and  this  vil¬ 
lage,  the  home  of  William  Brewster  and  the  birthplace  of 
the  spirit  of  the  real  America,  stirred  us  greatly. 

In  the  old  church  we  found  the  Brewster  pew,  the  sole 
relic  of  the  Brewster  family  to  be  found  there. 

The  little  village,  with  its  red-tiled  houses,  of  about 
two  hundred  people,  seemed  to  have  no  particular  pride 
or  interest  in  this  American  shrine,  save  the  old  postmaster 
who  sells  you  picture  postcards  and  solicits  your  name 
for  his  visitors’  book,  which  he  has  kept  for  more  than 
twenty-five  years.  The  little  book  contains  some  dis¬ 
tinguished  names  of  American  visitors,  but  one  is  surprised 
at  the  scant  number  of  American  signatures. 

Now  for  the  old  manor  house,  which  we  approached 
through  a  field.  We  paused  for  a  moment  to  muster  our 
feelings  and  facts,  which  quickly  blended  in  an  emotion 
of  pleasure  and  pride.  We  are  at  the  home  of  William 
Brewster,  and  the  house  in  which  the  Pilgrim  Church  was 
organized,  and  from  which  the  little  Pilgrim  band  set  forth 
upon  its  journeyings  which  led  ultimately  to  American 
shores. 

As  we  looked  at  the  old  farmhouse  around  which  the 
cattle  grazed  and  the  chickens  scratched  and  other  as¬ 
pects  of  farm  life  appeared,  a  passing  shadow  fell  across 
our  feeling  of  pleasure  and  pride. 

Here  is  the  birthplace  of  America — the  true  America, 
reduced  from  a  palace  to  a  poor  farmhouse.  Within  these 
ancient  walls,  now  covered  with  a  red  tile  roof,  men 
wrestled  with  destiny;  great  souls  planned  a  kingdom;  a 
harrassed  but  heroic  group  of  men  and  women  labored  in 
prayer,  covenanted  in  faith,  and  dreamed  of  liberties  long 
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denied  them.  If  Mosaic  practices  were  in  order,  we  would 
have  removed  our  shoes ;  we  were  on  holy  ground. 

Holy  Ground 

In  the  wall  beside  the  front  door  we  found  two  bronze 
tablets  indicating  the  historic  importance  of  the  house. 
One  read ; 

“On  the  Three  Hun¬ 
dredth  Anniversary  of 
the  sailing  of  the  MAY¬ 
FLOWER  with  the 
PILGRIM  FATHERS 
to  New  England,  this 
Tablet  was  unveiled  by 
the  representatives  of 
the  Anglo-American 
Society  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  the  he¬ 
roic  virtues  of  the 
little  band  of  lovers 
of  Truth  and  Freedom 
which  first  met  in  this 
place. 

September  2.  1920.” 

The  lower  tablet  recorded  the  following  sentiment: 

“This  tablet  is  erected  by  the  Pilgrim  Society  of  Plymouth,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  United  States  of  America,  to  mark  the  site  of  the  ancient 
manor  house  where  lived  WILLIAM  BREWSTER  from  1688  to 
1608,  and  where  was  organized  the  Pilgrim  Church  of  which  he 
became  ruling  Elder,  and  with  which  in  1608  he  removed  to  Amster¬ 
dam,  in  1609  to  Leyden,  and  in  1620  to  Plymouth,  where  he  died 
April  16,  1644.” 

Age  and  use  are  imprinted  upon  the  walls  of  the  old 
house ;  its  former  glory  has  departed,  nothing  but  a  shell 
remains.  But  for  the  bronze  tablets  nothing  would  .in¬ 
dicate  its  noble  past  and  worthy  history.  Perhaps,  some 
day,  America  will  find  her  pride  in  this  illustrious  spot 
and  grant  it  the  honor  and  distinction  she  has  bestowed 
upon  Sulgrave  Manor,  where  the  ancestral  connections 
of  George  Washington  are  appropriately  recognized. 
America  cannot  now  look  with  pride  upon  this  hallowed 
place — the  shrine  of  American  liberty.  , 

Archbishop  Grindal  in  1576  granted  “to  our  trusty 
and  well  beloved  servant,  William  Brewster,  the  office 
of  receiver  of  our  lordship  at  Scrooby  Manor  to  hold, 
enjoy,  and  exercise  the  said  offices  by  himself  or  his 
sufficient  deputy  or  deputies  to  the  end  of  his  life.”  Wil¬ 
liam  Brewster  was  a  farmer,  and  the  esteem  and  confidence 
in  which  he  was  held  are  indicated  by  the  important  du¬ 
ties  of  this  office,  that  of  collecting  rents  and  exercising 
certain  authority  in  seventeen  parishes. 

William  Brewster  did  not  long  occupy  this  station, 
for  within  two  years  he  sickened  and  died,  and  young 
William  Brewster,  his  son,  a  student  at  Peterhouse  Col¬ 
lege  at  Cambridge,  came  home  to  take  his  father’s  place 
as  postmaster  of  Scrooby  Manor.  The  duties  of  this 
office  were  reduced  when  the  new  incumbent  took  charge. 
For  the  most  part  they  included  the  supplying  of  horses, 
seiwants,  and  inn  accommodation  for  royal  and  govern¬ 
ment  officials  traveling  on  the  great  highway  between 
London  and  the  north,  as  well  as  forwarding  government 
dispatches  and  documents. 

The  Pilgrim  Church 

It  was  during  this  time,  and  under  the  leadership  of 
William  Brewster  the  younger,  that  meetings  were  held 
in  this  house  and  were  attended  by  kindred  spirits  who 
met  for  the  study  of  the  Bible,  prayer,  and  fellowship. 
A  revival  of  religion  now  took  place  in  the  hearts  of  the 


people,  of  which  William  Bradford,  a  regular  attendant 
and  neighbor,  has  left  record.  Ridicule  and  persecution 
followed,  resulting  in  the  tightening  of  the  ties  of  fellow¬ 
ship,  the  organization  of  the  Pilgrim  Church,  and  ulti¬ 
mate  flight. 

The  old  place  held  us  in  its  charm  as  we  walked  over 
the  ground  and  under  the  shadow  of  the  house  where  more 
than  three  hundred  years  ago  world  forces  were  at  work 
and  great  souls  were  being  molded. 

Epworth 

To  a  Methodist  with  imagination,  a  visit  to  Epworth 
is  an  emotional  adventure,  to  say  nothing  of  gratifying 
a  long  cherished  desire  and  hope.  Lacking,  as  Epworth 
is,  in  picturesqueness,  and  wholly  destitute  of  charm  as 
a  town,  the  birthplace  of  John  Wesley  is  nevertheless  full 
of  romantic  interest.  One  approaches  Epworth  with  a 
feeling  of  personal  pleasure — one  seems  kin  to  the  place; 
it  seems  to  be  our  home  as  well  as  John  Wesley’s. 

The  old  parish  church  on  the  hilltop  first  invites  us. 
As  we  approach  it  through  a  long  avenue  of  trees,  we 
see  a  quaint  old  Norman  church  with  simple  touches  of 
Gothic  beauty,  all  bearing  the  marks  of  the  centuries  and 
some  neglect.  The  building  as  a  whole  is  much  the  same 
as  in  Wesley’s  day.  We  enter  the  church  with  a  reverent 
and  appreciative  mind.  Here  the  Wesley  family  wor¬ 
shipped,  and  the  saintly  father  ministered.  One  regrets 
the  disrepair  and  neglect  which  are  apparent  everywhere, 
both  on  the  inside  and  outside,  including  the  graveyard. 
But  one  must  not  criticize;  these  are  hard  days  for 
churches  and  clergy,  especially  the  old  parish  churches 
and  their  ministers.  It  was,  nevertheless,  a  joy  to  be  in 
Wesley’s  church. 

Here  is  the  baptismal  font  at  which  the  numerous 
Wesley  progeny  were  christened.  We  touch  it  reverently. 
The  pulpit,  with  its  stamp  of  antiquity,  is  not  without 
charm.  In  this  pulpit  the  scholarly  Samuel  Wesley 
preached  for  thirty-nine  years,  and  John  Wesley  occu¬ 
pied  it  often  during  his  incumbency  of  two  years  as  his 
father’s  curate.  For  a  moment  we  stood  in  it  and  heard 
our  own  voice  preach  the  gospel  in  one  embracing  text 
of  Scripture. 

At  the  altar  the 
Wesleys  —  father 
and  sons — adminis¬ 
tered  the  holy  com¬ 
munion  during  the 
long  years  of  the 
father’s  ministry. 

One  wondered  if  the 
dull,  damp  walls  of 
the  church  held  the 
echoes  of  their 
voices  among  their 
precious  posses¬ 
sions  of  sight  and  sound !  The  grave  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Wesley  is,  no  doubt,  the  outstanding  object  of  interest 
at  St.  Andrew’s  Church  in  Epworth.  It  is  located  just 
outside  the  chancel  door,  beside  the  path,  both  of  which 
were  used  so  long  and  often  by  the  faithful  minister.  It 
is  a  well-kept  tomb  of  stone  about  three  feet  high,  with 
a  low  iron  railing  around  it.  The  epitaph  was  written 
by  Susannah  Wesley  herself,  and  is  a  tender  and  eloquent 
tribute  to  her  godly  husband.  It  was  upon  this  tomb 
that  John  Wesley  stood  and  preached  to  the  crowds  in 
the  day  of  his  power,  when  the  Anglican  clergy  refused 
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him  admission  to  their  churches.  One 
is  strongly  moved  by  sentiment  to  dis¬ 
obey  the  request  which  hangs  on  the 
iron  rail  asking  visitors  not  to  stand 
on  the  sacred  slab ! 

The  Parsonage  Shrine 

We  turn  away  from  this  shrine  to 
seek  the  parsonage  home,  which  is 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant 
through  the  village.  Within  this  old 
Queen  Anne  structure  of  simple  as¬ 
pect  and  ample  proportions,  one  of  the 
noblest  mothers  the  world  has  ever  known  ministered  in 
love,  patience,  and  wisdom — Susannah  Wesley.  Her  singu¬ 
lar  powers  and  womanly  genius  moulded  the  minds  and 
souls  of  the  men  who  were  to  become  the  agents  of  des¬ 
tiny  and  the  makers  of  history.  In  the  personality  of 
Susannah  Wesley  was  blended  the  best  elements  of  Angli¬ 
canism  and  Puritanism ;  inheriting  the  traditions  and 
spirit  of  both  from  a  long  and  noble  line  of  great  souls. 
To  her  children  she  imparted,  by  precept  and  practice, 
these  high  spiritual  gifts  and  graces. 

In  this  old  house  the  nineteen  children  of  Samuel  and 
Susannah  Wesley  spent  their  childhood  days,  and  were 
carefully  prepared  for  the  larger  schools  of  learning  and 
life.  In  this  house  the  father,  Samuel  Wesley,  died  in 


1735,  committing  his  noble  sons  in 
prophetic  benedictions  to  the  enter¬ 
prises  of  the  Spirit  and  the  gospel. 
To  Charles  he  said,  laying  his  hands 
upon  his  head,  “Be  steady !  .  The 
Christian  faith  will  surely  revive  in 
this  kingdom.  You  shall  see  it,  though 
I  shall  not.”  His  dying  words  to  John 
were,  “The  inward  witness,  son;  the 
inward  witness !  That  is  the  strong¬ 
est  proof  of  Christianity.” 

Only  a  portion  of  this  house  is  be¬ 
ing  used  by  the  present  rector  of  Ep- 
worth.  The  Wesley  family  needed  nearly  a  score  of  bcv 
rooms  and  spacious  living  rooms.  So  the  greater  part  of 
the  building  is  falling  into  ruin  and  decay,  which  presents 
a  forlorn  aspect  from  the  east.  Not  that  the  rector  would 
not  keep  the  house  from  destruction,  but  the  cost  of  up¬ 
keep  is  almost  prohibitive.  This  old  home,  the  church, 
and  the  Wesley  Memorial  Chapel  comprise  the  total  of 
physical  reminders  of  the  Wesleys  at  Epworth.  One 
would  like  to  have  seen  a  statue  or  equally  prominent  me¬ 
morial  to  John  Wesley  in  the  village  square,  as  fitting 
a  tribute  as  one  finds  in  front  of  Wesley  Chapel  in  City 
Road,  London.  Such  a  service  on  the  part  of  Methodism 
would  further  honor  the  name  of  Wesley  at  his  birth¬ 
place,  and  become  an  inspiration  to  all  who  behold  it. 


ON  THE  ROAD  FROM  SCROOBT  TO 
EPWORTH 


Values  inWorship  and  How  to  Lose  Them 

By  Karl  K.  Quimby  ^ 

Pastor  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Ridgewood,  N.  J. 


“yyE  RESTORETH  my  soul!”  is  the 
I  I  testimony  of  the  psalmist.  It  is 
limited  with  no  qualification.  It  is 
a  simple  statement  of  fact.  Evidently  it  was 
true  in  that  day!  Is  it  true  now.?  Does  God 
“restore”  our  souls  to-day?  The  restorative 
powers  in  divine  worship  should  be  as  much 
a  reality  now  as  then.  A  brief  survey  of 
some  of  the  ways  in  which  worship  restores 
the  soul  may  prove  helpful. 

Renewed  Life 

Worship  is  an  outstanding  method  for  renewing  our 
moral  and  spiritual  powers.  The  life  of  the  spirit  in  man 
requires  nourishment  as  imperatively  as  his  body  de¬ 
mands  food.  You  nourish  the  weak  patient  to  give  him 
strength.  You  feed  the  mind  in  school  or  college  to  give 
intelligence  and  culture.  You  cultivate  and  develop  your 
knowledge  of  art  by  frequenting  the  galleries.  The  more 
you  attend  to  music  the  better  you  understand  it  and 
the  greater  is  the  inspiration  which  you  receive  from  it. 
Likewise  with  the  spirit — by  connecting  yourself  with 
spiritual  influences,  you  do  for  your  soul  what  the  school 
does  for  your  mind,  what  the  art  gallery  does  for  your 
sense  of  appreciation,  and  what  the  opera  does  for  your 
musical  taste.  There  is  development  through  contact. 

Restoring  the  Confused  Mind 

Worship  clarifies  the  confused  mind.  Men  not  only 
grow  weary,  but  they  become  confused  and  lose  their  way. 
*‘They  require  not  only  means  for  refreshment,  but  instru¬ 


ments  for  ascertaining  their  moral  and  spiritual  bear¬ 
ings.”  Worship  proves  competent  for  this.  Multitudes 
have  testified  that  prayer  brings  to  the  perplexed  mind 
a  feeling  of  quiet  and  assurance.  Dr.  Cabot,  in  “What 
Men  Live  By,”  writes  that  “prayer  in  the  life  of  the  spirit 
is  like  the  woodsman  lost  in  the  thick  forest.  He  climbs 
the  tree.  From  the  top  he  is  able  to  see  where  he  came 
from,  and  where  he  should  go  next.  The  best  way  to  get 
ahead  is  sometimes  to  stop  and  see  where  we  are.  The 
best  way  to  advance  our  work  is,  sometimes,  to  lay  it 
aside  and  go  to  bed.  On  the  whole,  all  things  considered, 
we  may  find  ourselves  on  the  wrong  track.  Then  our 
pause  will  prove  to  be  time  well  spent.” 

One  does  not  usually  turn  to  H.  G.  Wells  for  tradi¬ 
tional  views  of  religion,  but  in  his  book,  “God,  the  Invisi¬ 
ble  King,”  he  has  a  classic  paragraph  on  the  values  which 
worship  imparts  to  life.  He  says:  “Then  suddenly,  in 
His  own  time,  God  comes.  This  cardinal  experience  is  an 
undoubting,  immediate  sense  of  God.  It  is  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  an  absolute  certainty  that  one  is  not  alone  in 
oneself.  After  it  has  come,  our  lives  are  changed.  God 
is  with  us  and  there  is  no  more  doubt  of  God.  There¬ 
after  one  goes  about  the  world  like  one  who  was  lonely 
and  has  found  a  lover,  like  one  who  was  perplexed  and 
has  found  a  solution.  One  is  assured  that  there  is  a 
Power  that  fights  with  us  and  against  the  confusion  and 
evil  within  us  and  without.  There  comes  into  the  heart 
an  essential  and  enduring  happiness  and  courage.”  Is 
not  this  the  same  reality  which  the  mystics  called  the 
illumination  of  the  soul?  Amid  the  widespread  confusion 
and  shifting  standards  of  to-day,  is  there  anything  more 
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needful  than  a  clear  sense  of  the  Way?  In  the  midst  of 
the  world’s  ferment  there  is  urgent  need  to  multiply  the 
steadying  forces  if  our  life  is  not  to  lose  its  sense  of 
direction.  Dr.  Gilkey’s  word  is  timely.  “No  generation 
has  had  to  adjust  itself  to  so  much  new  truth  nor  face 
such  titanic  difficulties  as  our  present  generation.” 
Clearly  our  age  needs  direction.  Worship  fills  this  need 
because  it  calms  the  soul  and  guides  the  willing  spirit. 


Worship  and  Social  Problems 

Worship  brings  definite  aid  to  the  solu¬ 
tion  of  our  social  problems.  Mutuality  has 
had  a  rapid  growth  in  the  last  two  decades. 
Men  were  never  so  dependent  upon  each  other 
as  now.  Prof.  Ross  speaks  of  “the  water 
main  as  my  well,  the  trolley  car  as  my  car¬ 
riage,  the  banker’s  safe  as  my  old  stocking, 
and  the  policeman’s  billy  as  my  fist.  I  rely 
upon  others  to  look  after  my  drains,  invest  my  savings, 
and  heal  my  sick.”  Never  in  human  history  did  so  many 
people  look  to  other  people  for  the  opportunity  to  cam 
a'  livelihood.  The  tools  of  modern  industry  are  so  ex¬ 
pensive  that  the  user  must  ask  from  others  the  privilege 
of  working.  Men  are  in  each  other’s  power  as  never  be¬ 
fore,  and  at  each  other’s  mercy  to  a  degree  altogether 
unprecedented.  Therefore  it  must  be  clear  that  our  so¬ 
cial  organization  will  not  grow  more  simple,  but  rather 
more  complex.  Life  is  becoming  daily  more  intricate. 
Where  is  the  solution?  Not  alone  in  the  increase  of 
technical  skill  nor  the  wider  use  of  the  imagination.  These 
will  help,  but  the  greatest  need  is  for  more  good  wUl. 
That  our  problems  are  in  evidence  is  not  so  much  due 
to  a  lack  of  knowledge  as  to  a  lack  of  brotherline^s.  A 
little  selfishness  now,  as  the  world’s  life  is  organized,  may 
work  greater  hardship  than  much  selfishness  in  a  simple 
social  order.  Ways  must  be  found  to  increase  our  altru¬ 
ism  and  to  generate  a  deeper  sense  of  brotherhood.  In 
our  search  for  this  agent  for  spiritual  transmutation,  we 
find  nothing  more  promising  than  worship. 

Worship  is  invaluable  as  an  aid  in  the  so- 
^^lution  of  personal  difficulties.  There  &re  many 
problems  in  life  which  admit  of  no  intellectual 
solution.  Their  roots  run  far  dojvn  into  the  soul  of  the 
individual.  Wisdom  may,  of  course,  help,  but  the  vision 
of  the  saint  alone  has  curative  powers.  The  real  cure 
lies  in  the  change  of  the  inner  attitude.  Here  is  a  man 
who  has  suffered  great  financial  loss.  What  shall  he  do? 
No  amount  of  praying  will  restore  his  fortune  to  him. 
Where  is  his  hope?  In  addition  to  the  financial  defeat, 
he  has  also  suffered  a  great  personal  loss.  His  confidence 
in  men,  his  trust  in  economic  procedure,  his  sense  of  pride. 
Ins  concern  for  his  family,  his  deep  disappointment  have 
given  his  soul  a  severe  shock.  His  personal  problem 
must  be  solved  before  his  financial  condition  can  be 
met.  His  pre-eminent  need  is  not  for  funds,  but  for 
faith.  Prayer  and  worship  can  bring  to  that  man  a  re¬ 
arrangement  of  his  sense  of  values  until  he  catches  hold 
of  himself  again,  recovers  from  his  shock,  and  regains  his 
old-time  confidence.  His  spiritual  powers  become  replen¬ 
ished.  His  soul  is  restored ! 


Worship  and  Health 

Worship  is  also  a  distinct  aid  to  the  return  to  health. 
The  wholesome  person  does  not  neglect  worship.  He  who 
does  is  anemic  in  spirit.  The  early  church  had  much  to 
do  with  health,  and  has  abundantly  justified  the  thera¬ 


peutic  value  of  faith  and  prayer.  This  is  quite  simple 
when  we  recall  that  the  mind  and  body  constitute  a  unity. 
Whatever  affects  the  one  influences  the  other.  Physical 
conditions  affect  the  mind,  and  mental  states  influence  the 
body.  Fear,  anger,  and  worry  interfere  with  the  perfect 
functioning  of  organs  of  the  body,  whereas  hope,  confi¬ 
dence,  faith,  trust,  and  love  stimulate  helpfully  every 
organ.  Every  physician  and  preacher  knows  of  numerous 
instances  when  prayer  contributed  greatly  to  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  recovery.  We  are  suggesting  nothing  specious, 
nothing  fantastic.  We  are  urging  only  what  we  know — 
that  a  sense  of  peace  and  rest  and  confident  hope  that 
is  inspired  through  worship  greatly  assist  the  physician 
in  his  work  and  facilitates  the  patient’s  recovery.  Dr. 
Mayo,  under  recent  date,  says,  “I  cannot  speak  too  highly 
of  the  work  done  by  churches  in  hospitals,  and  I  consider 
it  would  be  better  for  the  world  if  more  time  were  given 
to  endeavors  of  this  kind.” 

We  conclude  that  worship  is  helpful,  that  it  is  inval¬ 
uable.  He  who  worships  is  both  receiving  and  giving 
practical  service.  Dr.  Coffin  says,  “It  is  patent  that  at 
no  point  is  Protestant  Christianity  more  in  need  of  en¬ 
richment  than  in  conscious  intercourse,  both  private  and 
public,  with  the  living  God.” 

Destroying  the  Fruits  of  Worship 

1  It  must  be  apparent,  therefore,  to  thought- 

ful  people  that  we  ought  to  make  more  of  our 
worship.  Does  it  occur  to  anyone  to  ask  why 
ffflpiry  people  regard  worship  so  lightly? 

'yll*  *11  jE  If  the  perfect  worship  experience  is  so  replete 
wdth  spiritual  values,  why  have  we  been  so  re¬ 
miss  in  our  practice?  Perhaps  we  will  find  our  answer  in 
some  of  the  factors  which  prevent  a  satisfying  worship 
experience : 

1.  Overmagnifying  the  Sermon.  In  our  church  serv¬ 
ices  we  have  overmagnified  the  sermon.  All  that  pre¬ 
cedes  the  sermon  is  regarded  as  “preliminary,”  and  there¬ 
fore  incidental  rather  than  an  integral  part  of  the 
service.  Many  devout  individuals  feel  that  the  service 
is  complete  if  they  arrive  in  time  for  the  sermon.  The 
center  of  many  of  our  Protestant  services  is  in  the 
preacher.  Unfortunately  he  becomes  the  center  of  the 
service.  Bishop  Hughes  puts  his  finger  on  the  point  in 
saying:  “We  do  not  go  to  church  primarily  to  listen  to 
a  sermon.  Even  if  there  should  be  no  voice  in  the  pulpit, 
the  duty  of  worship  remains.  Our  tribute  is  not  to  a 
man,  but  to  God.”  A  Catholic  lad  wrote  home  from  col¬ 
lege  that  his  Protestant  friends  always  seemed  to  be  going 
on  Sundays  to  hear  someone — Dr.  Jones,  Dr.  Smith,  or 
Dr.  Wise — whereas,  he  went  to  church  to  worship  God. 
If  we  had  this  spirit,  the  preacher,  with  his  no  less  effective 
and  needed  message,  would  become  less  an  object  of  carp¬ 
ing  criticism  and  more  of  an  aid  to  the  worshiping  con¬ 
gregation.  He  could  illuminate  the  thought,  give  wings 
to  the  imagination,  and  stir  the  depths  of  the  soul. 

2.  Late  Comers.  The  late  comers  rob  some  of  the 
finest  fi*uits  of  worship  from  those  who  entered  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  before  them,  as  well  as  losing  those  very  fruits  them¬ 
selves.  The  “second  congregation”  always  breaks  up  the 
spirit  of  unity, in  the  service.  They  thrust  themselves 
upon  those  worshiping.  They  break  in  upon  the  service. 
The  unity  is  disrupted,  the  atmosphere  is  changed,  the 
attention  is  distracted.  The  whole  service  is  interrupted 
until  the  late  comers  are  assimilated  into  the  atmosphere 
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of  the  service.  If  the  tardy  ones  even  faintly  realized  the 
damaging  psychological  and  spiritual  influence  of  their 
lateness,  they  would  be  more  prompt.  For  every  one  case 
of  necessary  lateness,  there  are  a  dozen  due  to  mere  habit 
or  ennui.  - 

3.  Killed  by  Announcements.  There  are  those  awful 
announcements !  Every  preacher  has  to  take  a  section 
out  of  the  middle  of  the  service  to  talk  about  the  doings 
of  the  church.  In  that  act  he  forgets  that  he  is  leading 
a  congregation  in  worship  and  proceeds  to  exhort  them 
about  the  features  of  the  coming  week.  He  ceases  to  act 
as  priest  and  becomes  a  promoter.  He  turns  aside  for 
the  time  from  worshiping  God  and  talks  about  serving 
tables.  Bishop  Quayle’s  wise  remark  that  a  service  should 
have  one  idea  suggests  much.  If  the  service  is  a  unity 
around  one  idea,  then  all  irrelevant  matters  must  be  ex¬ 
cluded.  Let  the  announcements  be  printed  in  the  bulletin 
for  general  information.  That  ought  to  be  sufficient ;  yet 
some  people  are  so  unloyal  to  their  church  that  unless 
their  fancy  is  appealed  to  or  their  duty  personally 
stressed  by  the  minister  they  will  consider  the  week’s 
routine  of  the  church  as  apart  from  their  responsibility. 

4.  Churches  Not  Built  for  Worship.  Comparatively  few 
of  our  churches  are  built  for  worship.  Most  of  them  are 
for  congregations.  They  are  mere  auditoriums  for  lec¬ 
tures  rather  than  houses  for  worship.  They  neither  in¬ 
spire  worship  nor  bring  to  the  worshiper  the  holy  atmos¬ 
phere  in  which  the  highest  moods  of  the  soul  take  wing. 
The  well-known  Gothic  style  is  far  more  than  another  type 
of  architecture.  It  is  the  result  of  centuries  of  experi¬ 
ence  in  which  the  race  has  found  certain  types  of  building 
especially  conducive  to  the  spirit  of  worship.  It  is  the 
testimony  of  history  that  the  Gothic  style  is  the  most 
effective  for  worship  the  world  has  yet  found.  Proper 
architecture  aids  the  preacher  in  his  work.  It  creates  an 
atmosphere  which  demands  his  best.  The  history  of 
preaching  clearly  indicates  that  architecture  is  the  aid 
and  not  the  hindrance  of  the  preacher.  When  our  people 
come  to  understand  more  perfectly  the  true  meaning  of 
worship,  we  shall  make  more  rapid  advance. 


6.  Irregularity  of  Attendance.  What  shall  we  say 
about  the  irregularity  with  which  our  people  attend  wor¬ 
ship?  This  comes  largely  from  their  unworshiping  atti¬ 
tudes.  If  they  go  to  hear  a  man  preach,  they  find  a  satis¬ 
factory  substitute  in  the  radio  or  the  magazine.  But  if 
they  are  going  to  worship  God,  to  feel  the  uplift  of  wor¬ 
ship,  to  fellowship  with  Christian  people  in  Christian 
things,  they  will  have  to  attend  the  worship  service.  Not 
only  in  the  large  city  church,  but  in  the  more  exclusive 
suburban  community  it  is  the  same.  About  thirty  per  cent 
of  the  membership  is  pathetically  indifferent  to  their 
church.  The  infrequency  of  their  attendance  is  almost 
unbelievable.  Their  absence  is  a  definite  liability  to  the 
spirit  of  worship.  The  effectiveness  of  the  service  is  al¬ 
ways  enhanced  by  the  presence  of  numbers.  Fellowship 
finds  its  inspiration  in  the  crowd.  A  full  house  always 
brings  to  the  surface  the  best  in  the  minister  and  enriches 
the  sense  of  satisfaction  and  delight  for  every  individual. 
Irregularity  is  a  wet  bl^^nket  to  inspiring  worship! 

6.  No  Instruction  in  Worship.  Lastly,  we  have  made 
no  attempt  anywhere  in  the  church  to  give  instruction 
upon  the  nature  and  duty  of  worship.  While  it  is  implied 
everywhere,  it  is  definitely  taught  nowhere.  There  is  a 
grave  danger  that  the  whole  art  of  worship  will  pass  be¬ 
cause  our  youth  have  not  been  taught  how  to  worship, 
why  they  should  worship,  nor  instructed  in  the  values  to 
be  expected  from  worship.  A  teacher  of  a  class  of  high- 
school  students  set  out  to  ascertain  why  his  pupils  did 
not  attend  church.  After  brushing  aside  several  super¬ 
ficial  answers,  one  thoughtful  person  said,  “I  guess  the 
real  reason  is  because  we  have  never  been  taught  the  im¬ 
portance  of  church  worship !”  It  is  true  that  about  ninety 
per  cent  of  the  recruits  for  the  church  come  from  the 
school,  but  it  is  also  true  that  very  few  of  those  recruits 
have  any  intelligent  reason  why  they  should  regularly 
attend  divine  worship.  And  they  will  continue  to  absent 
themselves  until  the  church  experiences  a  new  vision  of  its 
duty  to  train  in  worship.  The  newer  emphasis  which  the 
church  school  is  placing  on  this  matter  is  indeed  one  of 
the  most  hopeful  signs  of  the  present  day. 


The  Most  Popular  Words  in  the  Language 

By  M.  S.  Rice 


1WAS  interested  in  the  report  recently  made  by  a 
committee  that  had  been  selected  to  discover,  if 
possible,  what  are  to-day  the  most  popular  words 
in  the  English  language.  That  committee,  after  much 
thought  and  planning,  decided  to  count  and  classify  the 
words  in  a  cross-section  of  present-day  popular  litera¬ 
ture.  They  took  representative  parts  of  all  the  literature 
our  day  is  constantly  interested  in,  from  the  Bible  to  the 
sporting  page  of  the  newspapers.  They  counted  and  listed 
somewhat  more  than  four  million  words. 

Out  of  the  not  very  extensive  vocabulary  of  popular 
use,  the  first  six  words  came  in  the  following  order:  Time 
— Day — Man — ^Place — Year,  and  Work. 

Look  carefully  at  that  list.  It  is  thought  producing. 
It  is  not  frivolous.  It  is  not  wicked.  It  is  a  stubborn 
testimony  of  our  day.  It  reflects  our  eager,  hurrying, 
ambitious  day.  Its  omissions  are  as  impressive  as  are 
its  inclusions. 


May  we  not  choose  a  list  of  words  that  will  breathe 
a  bit  more  religious  meaning  into  life?  There  is  a  heavi¬ 
ness  in  that  list  that  needs  the  encouragement  of  a  great 
living  hope. 


Brass  Tacks 

By  John  Andrew  Holmes 

— The  use  of  fresh,  green  ideas,  with  more  repetition  than 
either  order  or  grammar,  makes  sermon  preparation  a 
light  matter.  It  also  makes  a  preacher  a  light  man. 

Church  etiquette  note:  In  case  of  an  appeal  for  funds 
which  touches  one’s  heart,  one  reaches  down  deep  into 
one’s  pocket,  takes  out  one’s  handkerchief,  and  weeps. 

— The  man  who  can  look  forward  without  a  feeling  of 
high  concern  to  standing  in  a  pulpit  and  speaking  for 
God — that  man  has  been  built  of  too  light  materials. 
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Bishop  R.  E.  Jones 

Holds  Sessions  of  North  Carolina  Conference,  October  26-30 


The  North  Carolina  Conference  bears  the  historic 
distinction  of  having  given  to  the  church  its  first 
Negro  general  superintendent,  Bishop  Robert  E. 
Jones.  The  Washington  Conference,  at  the  same  General 
Conference,  gave  one  of  its  distinguished  sons  likewise 
to  the  bishopric  of  the  church.  Though  their  residential 
assignments  are  within  other  areas,  both  Bishop  Jones 
and  Clair  have  presided  over  their  own  home  Conferences 
at  some  time  since  their  consecration. 

For  Bishop  Jones,  his  presidency  of  the  present  ses¬ 
sion  of  North  Carolina  Conference  will  be  his  second  time. 
His  visit  to  the  early  scenes  of  his  boyhood  at  Greensboro, 
even  to  the  church  at  whose  altars  in  the  past  he  wor¬ 
shiped  in  company  with  other  members  of  the  family  of 
his  now  sainted  mother,  will  revive  tender  memories.  In 
Greensboro  that  mother’s  remains  lie,  and  her  spirit,  from 
the  land  of  eternal  day,  must  smile  on  the  return  of  her 
favored  son  to  those  scenes  of  yesteryear.  Here,  too, 
stands  old  Bennett  College,  in  whose  halls  he  was  edu¬ 
cated,  now  transformed  by  the  church  into  Bennett  Col¬ 
lege  for  Women.  As  president  here  also  is  David  Jones, 
brother  to  the  bishop.  These  coincidences  will  be  among 
the  wealth  of  fortunate  circumstances  contributing  to 
make  this  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  profitable  of  the 
bishop’s  Conferences  to  be  held. 

Typical  hospitality  will  abound  throughput  the  entire 
period  of  the  sitting  of  the  Conference.  St.  Matthew’s 
^  Church  claims  to  share  primacy  with  no  other  church  in 
the  Conference.  Their  record  and  capacity  for  superior 
entertainment  and  for  maintaining  a  classic  program  of 
church  activities  is  claimed,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  R.  T.  Weatherby,  D.D.,  whose  likeness  appears 
herewith. 

Dr.  Weatherby  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  favorably 
known  pastors  of  our  Methodism  throughout  the  entire 
country.  There  are  few  men  of  our  connection  who  have 
had  the  varied  experience  with  so  uniform  success  as  has 
been  his  good  fortune.  He  has  served  in  every  phase  and 
field  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  in  which 
work  is  carried  on  for  our  men — city,  county,  student, 
industrial,  and  army.  He  went  from  a  local  secretary¬ 
ship  of  seven  years’  service  in  Atlanta  to  the  Industrial 
Department  on  the  International  Committee  of  New 
York  City.  He  served  our  own  Home  Mission  Board  in 
the  field  of  evangelism  until  the  slump  in  funds  unfortu¬ 
nately  necessitated  the  discontinuance.  Dr.  Dean  wrote 
him  a  letter  of  thanks  and  appreciation  “for  the  fine  way 
in  which  you  have  raised  the  standard  of  evangelism 
wherever  you  have  gone.” 

Dr.  Weatherby  is  serving  his  third  year  of  a  second 
term  at  this  present  charge.  He  served  here  for  six  years, 
and  was  then  called  into  the  war  service  and,  after  an 
absence  of  six  years,  was  again  returned.  He  carries  a 
continuous  community-wide  program,  and  is  connected 
with  almost  every  organization  affecting  the  welfare  and 
interests  of  our  people  of  the  city.  This  has  been  the 
best  of  all  the  years  during  his  pastorate  with  this  peo¬ 
ple.  In  addition  to  an  increase  in  membership,  the  World 
Service  givings  have  been  raised  to  $1,000  per  year.  As 
IS  always  true,  increase  in  World  Service  contributions 


means  also  an  increase  in  salary,  and  in  this  case  the  rule 
has  been  followed.  This  church  pays  the  best  salary  of 
the  Conference. 

An  evidence  of  progressiveness  is  the  broadcasting 
feature  maintained  by  the  third  department  of  the  Ep- 
worth  League,  the  notably  large  attendance  at  the  week- 
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night  prayer  meeting,  and  the  comprehensive  program  of 
community  activities  maintained  by  St.  Matthew’s.  In 
these  and  in  interracial  co-operation,  this  church  leads 
in  that  entire  section  of  the  State.  Its  unrivaled  success 
with  young  people  is  accounted  for  by  the  motto  of  the 
church,  “Hold  them,  and  you  won’t  have  to  hunt  them.” 

North  Carolina  Conference,  organized  in  1870,  is  one 
of  the  group  of  older  and  stronger  of  our  Conferences. 
.Its  four  districts  are  manned  by  strong  men — men  of 
experience  and,  every  one  of  them,  trained  in  our  schools. 
Drs.  N.  J.  Pass,  G.  M.  Phelps,  and  J.  A.  Baxter  preside, 
respectively,  over  the  Western,  Wilmington,  and  Winston 
Districts.  At  the  last  Conference  session.  Dr.  H.  L.  Ashe, 
by  reason  of  the  time  limit,  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  J.  P. 
Morris,  veteran  leader  of  the  Conference,  on  the  Greens¬ 
boro  District.  Other  officials  of  the  Conference  are  the 
Revs.  S.  A.  Peeler,  D.D.,  secretary;  P.  I.  Wells,  statis¬ 
tician;  R.  W.  Winchester,  D.D.,  treasurer;  J.  M.  Harris, 
registrar;  R.  G.  Morris,  secretary  Board  of  Stewards. 
Besides  these,  a  score  more  of  stalwart  men  will  enter  into 
debate  on  questions  of  local  and  general  significance  with 
an  intelligence  that  would  be  worthy  of  any  of  our  Con¬ 
ferences. 

Chattanooga  Area  claims  this  Conference,  its  only 
other  colored  Conference  being  East  Tennessee.  Its  in¬ 
spiring  and  highly  esteemed  resident  general  superintend¬ 
ent  is  Bishop  W.  P.  Thirkield.  Though  he  will  be  absent 
from  the  session  this  year,  the  Conference  will  strive  to 
improve  on  its  World  Service  record,  of  course,  but  will 
carry  out  in  spirit  that  sentiment  which,  to  him,  is  para¬ 
mount,  viz.,  “The  Annual  Conference,  a  mount  of  vision.” 
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World  Conference  On  Faith  and  Order 

Lausanne,  Switzerland,  August  3-21,  1927 
By  Professor  Edmund  D.  Soper 

Dnke  UniveriUy,  Durham,  N.  C. 


WE  ARE  at  the  close  of  the  conference,  and  we  are  physically 
and  mentally  tired.  Mr.  Athelstan  Riley,  the  layman  leader 
of  the  Anglo-Catholic  party  dn  the  Church  of  England,  said 
to  me  a  day  or  so  ago,  “I  have  been  interested  in  theology  all  mj 
life,  but  I  confess  that  I  have  bad  so  much  of  it  'here  that  I  am 
tired  of  it.”  These  were  his  words  as  nearly  as  I  can  remember  them, 
and  he  was  expressing  what  many  feel.  We  have  given  concentrated 
attention  to  the  questions  involved  in  tWs  conference  for  over  two 
weeks.  There  was  one  break  on  Wednesday  afternoon  of  this 
week  when  os  guests  of  the  authorities  of  the  city  of  Lausanne 
and  the  Canton  of  Vaud  the  conference  went  on  an  excursion  of  five 
or  six  hours  on  Lake  Geneva  to  the  Castle  of  OWMon,  made  famous 
by  Lord  Byron,  but  even  there  we  could  not  get  away  completely 
from  the  subje<^8  which  were  in  the  minds  of  all. 

The  main  work  of  the  week  has  been  upon  three  subjects,  on 
each  of  which, a  section  of  the  conference  spent  parts  of  five  or  six 
days.  They  must  be  given  here: 

1.  The  church’s  ministry,  under  Dr.  Arthur  D.  Headlam,  the 
Bishop  of  Gloucester,  as  chairman. 

2.  The  sacraments,  with  Bishop  James  Cannon,  Jr.,  as  chairman. 

3.  The  unity  of  Christendom  and  the  relation  thereto  of  ex¬ 
isting  churches,  with  Archbishop  Soderblom,  of  Sweden,  as  chair¬ 
man. 

It  has  become  more  and  more  evident  as  the  conference  h^ 
preceded  that  much  of  the  most  Important  work  is  being  done  in 
these  sections  and  the  sub-sections  into  which  they  were  divided. 
Here  every  delegate  could  take  part  and  have  his  views  considered. 
In  the  fuller  sessions  of  the  whole  conference  comparatively  few 
speeches  could  be  delivered,  and  for  the  most  part  they  were  of  a 
more  general  character. 

If  the  sections  of  the  week  previous  bad  diflScidty,  what  must 
be  said  of  those  who  were  given  the  task  of  reporting  on  the  sub¬ 
jects  just  givaa?  Everyone  acknowledged  that  the  thorniest  ques¬ 
tions  with  which  the  conference  had  to  deal  were  the  ministry  and 
the  sacrament.  Contrary  to  the  judgment  of  many,  they  were  as¬ 
signed  to  different  sections  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  consider  them 
separately.  This  had  its  advantages,  but  its  disadvantages  were 
most  evident.  One  of  the  most  significant  questions  to  be  asked 
about  the  sacraments  is.  Who  shali  administer  them?  And  there 
you  are  poaching  in  the  field  of  the  other  section,  but  we  got  along 
as  best  we  could. 

The  surprising  thing  was  tliat  with  all  the  differences  we  found 
so  many  points  which  are  held  in  common  by  all  Christian  bodies. 
I  may  use  the  discussion  of  the  sacraments  as  the  ill^tration, 
because  I  was  in  this  section  and  saw  its  work  from  beginning  to 
end,  and  because  of  the  comprehensiveness  of  what  was  involved 
in  the  discussion.  It  was  bound  to  touch  on  the  theory  both  of 
the  church  and  the  ministry. 

The  difficulties  we  faced  are  at  once  evident  when  it  is  realized 
that  our  task  was  to  bring  in  a  report  which  could  be  subscribed 
by  the  members  of  the  Holy  Orthodox  Church  and  Quakers,  by 
Lutherans  and  rresbytertans,  by  Baptists  and  Methodists.  “Im¬ 
possible’’  is  toe  inevitable  word  which  escapes  from  our  Ups.  It 
is  true  that  on  a  number  of  most  important  questions  all  we  could 
do  was  to  record  our  differences,  and  this  we  did  frankly  and 
freely.  It  ihas  been  the  very  genius  of  this  conference  to  speak 
out.  As  one  member  put  it,  we  have  spoken  the  truth  in  love. 
There  were,  however,  several  important  points  of  agreement.  We 
could  all  say  that  in  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  Jesus 
Christ  is  present.  Of  course,  we  could  not  go  one  step  beyond  that 
without  the  most  serious  differences  as  the  manner  of  His  pres¬ 
ence,  but  all  could  unite  in  the  thought  that  it  was  the  table  of 
our  Lord  and  that  He  was  present  so  that  the  soul  might  come 
into  relationship  with  Him  there. 

To  recount  the  full  proceedings  would  weary  any  reader,  so  I 
desist,  but  it  will  become  evident  that  we  worked  hard  to  arrive 
at  our  conclusions  when  I  tell  of  the  sessions  spent  on  this  one  re¬ 
port  alone.  The  whole  section  met  on  Friday  and  Saturday  after¬ 
noons,  sub-sections  were  in  session  Monday  afternoon  and  Tuesday 
morning;  the  full  section  met  again  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  finally 
oommitt^  the  report  to  a  committee  of  nineteen,  which  met  un¬ 
til  midnight  Tuesday  and  for  four  hours  Wednesday  morning. 
They  had  by  that  time  reached  unanimity,  that  is  all  but  the  “Greeks,” 
as  we  called  them,  the  members  of  the  Holy  Orthodox  Church. 
Their  whole  idea  of  the  sacraments  and  of  the  ministry  is  such 
that  not  at  one  point  or  five,  but  seemingly  at  a  hundred  points 
they  felt  it  necessary  to  enter  a  protest.  To  them  there  is  no 
sacrament  without  a  valid  ministry;  or,  to  put  it  drastically,  to 
them  one  cannot  be  saved  outside  the  one  true  church.  When 
pressed  at  this  point,  dear  Bishop  Irlney,  of  Novi  Sad,  Servia, 
whom  we  ail  came  to  love,  could  only  state  the  Inflexible  doctrine 
of  his  church.  When  asked  whether  under  any  circumstance,  as 
covered  in  Roman  Catholicism  by  “the  uncovenanted  mercies  of 


God,”  God  could  not  receive  a  man  who  was  not  in  communion 
with  the  church,  all  he  could  say  was  that  he  did  not  know,  that 
there  was  no  provision  in  'his  doctrine  for  such  a  case.  Too  bad, 
too  bad;  his  heart  is  much  larger  than  his  creed.  He  had  genuine 
affection  for  us,  but  could  not  count  us  as  among  the  saved!  But 
I  think  he  does,  nevertheless. 

The  other  side  was  represented  by  the  Quakers.  They  have 
shown  the  finest  spirit.  They  have  even  giwie  to  the  length  of 
saying  that  they  did  not  want  to  be  considered  outside  the  pale 
of  the  sacraments,  even  though  for  reasons  well  understood  by 
themselves  they  abstain  from  the  use  of  any  outward  forms  or 
visible  signs.  This  caused  little  difficulty  to  the  other  members 
of  the  conference,  even  the  Anglo-Cathohcs,  who  are  glad  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Friends  are  Christians  even  though  they  do  not  have 
sacraments  in  their  sense.  They  hold  that  spiritual  communion  is 
possible  even  without  visible  signs  or  forms.  But  the  Greeks  could 
acknowledge  no  such  thing,  and  so  unanimity  was  not  possible.  In 
fact,  they  almost  threw  a  bombshell  into  the  full  conference  yes¬ 
terday  morning  by  presenting  a  statement  through  Metropolitan 
Germanos  in  which  they  said  that  their  views  were  so  different  from 
those  of  the  other  churches  represented  in  the  conference  that  they 
could  not  give  their  assent  to  any  of  the  reports  except  that  on 
the  message  of  Christianity  to  the  world.  This  was  serious,  because 
all  the  reports  had  been  framed  with  the  thought  In  mind  that  the 
Greeks  might  agree  with  them.  Had  it  not  been  for  that,  more 
might  have  been  said  in  many  cases  and  far  more  satisfactory 
results  reached.  But  it  was  a  remarkable  thing  that  they  should 
say  they  could  make  our  statement  of  the  gospel  their  own,  and  tlwt 
they  did  not  withdraw,  but  declared  their  desire  to  co-operate  with 
the  other  churches  in  every  way  possible. 

I  have  allowed  myself  to  go  into  these  details  as  the  only  method 
I  know  to  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  what  has  actually  taken 
place  during  these  days.  The  last  two  or  three  days  are  being 
spent  on  these  reports  ns  they  come  from  the  sections,  first  merely 
receiving  them  and  then  taking  what  action  was  agreed  upon  in 
finally  disposing  of  them.  What  is  this  action?  Much  disagree¬ 
ment  exists,  one  group  desiring  to  adopt  them  as  the  expression 
of  the  mind  of  the  conference,  and  another  urging  that  we  ought 
merely  to  receive  them  and  send  them  out  to  the  churches  for  con- 
sideration  and  action— and  this  latter  group  has  won  the  day. 

And  now  the  questi'on  must  be  faced.  What  has  the  conference 
accomplished?  Are  we  any  nearer  the  goal  of  unity  than  we  were 
before?  Of  course,  it  is  too  early  to  answer  questions  such  as 
these.  Only  the  years  'before  us  will  bring  out  the  full  meaning 
of  what  has  taken  place. 

Yet  one  thing  is  sure,  the  atmosphere  has  been  cleared,  and  this 
has  taken  place  under  conditions  of  the  utmost  cordiality.  We 
know  how  the  others  feel,  and  what  they  think.  Everyone  knows 
that  the  real  crux  of  the  conference  is  the  relation  between  the 
Anglican  communion  in  England  and  America  and  the  other  Prot¬ 
estant  bodies.  The  Orthodox  Church  was  represented,  but  it  is 
well  known  that  the  slightest  thought  of  unity  in  any  real  sense 
between  them  and  Protestants  is  an  impossibility. 

Is  it  also  impossible  to  think  of  union  between  the  Anglicans 
and  our  own  Methodism?  to  bring  the  question  home  directly.  The 
only  answer  one  can  truthfully  make  is  to  acknowledge  that  im¬ 
possibility.  The  only  way  it  could  be  accomplished,  and  this  has 
become  amply  clear  in  the  conference,  would  be  for  us  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  our  ministry  is  not  a  valid  ministry,  and  to  submit 
to  reordination  at  the  hands  of  Episcopal  bishops  and  thus  enter 
the  stream  of  the  apostolic  succession.  Merely  to  state  this  con¬ 
dition  is  to  show  its  utter  impossibility. 

Why,  then,  some  would  say,  was  the  conference  held,  when  we 
knew  this  already?  Could  it  liave  been  that  lurking  back  in  the 
minds  of  the  Anglicans  might  have  been  the  thought  that  the  full 
and  frank  discussion  of  the  whole  question  might  have  led  their 
brethren  in  the  Protestant  denominations  to  see  the  episcopacy 
in  a  new  light  and  that  they  might  be  open  for  a  more  rapid 
movement  in  the  direction  in  which  they  desired  to  lead?  This 
question  cannot  be  answered;  but  if  it  had  been  present,  it  no  longer 
exists.  It  has  been  made  as  plain  as  it  could  be  made  that  any 
such  thought  is  abhorrent  to  all  those  out  of  communion  with  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  that  there  is  not  even  the  beginning  of  a 
movement  in  that  direction.  This  much  has  been  accomplished. 
The  position  of  the  Free  Churchman  in  England  and  the  Prot¬ 
estant,  other  than  those  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in 
America  is  really  .stronger  and  more  clearly  manifest  than  ever 
before. 

But  is  this  all?  By  no  means.  No  one  here  would  l»ave  this 
conference  close  without  a  strong  and  representative  Continuation 
Committee  to  follow  up  its  work  and  to  seek  every  opportunity  to 
promote  that  spirit  of  unity  and  brotherly  love  which  have  been 
so  manifest  here  and  which  ultimately  are  the  foundations  on 
which  the  unity  of  the  church  must  be  built. 

IJIVSAXME,  SWrrZEBI.AND. 
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Delegates 

CALIFORNIA  CONFERENCE 

C.  Knowls,  president  College  of  Pacific,  Stock- 
ton,  ;  Don  O.  Colegrave,  pastor,  152S  Waller  Street,  San  Fran- 
^sco,  Calif.;  Edward  P.  Dennett,  editor,  3  City  Hall  Ave.,  San 
Francisco,  Calif.;  John  W.  Winkley,  pastor,  Marysville,  Calif.;  Leon 
I..  Loof^urow,  district  superintendent,  1387  Scenic  Ave.,  Berkeley, 
Calif.;  Walter  J.  Sherman,  pastor,  Whitcomh  Hotel,  San  Fran- 

® district  superintendent, 
912  27th  Street,  Sacramento,  Calif. ;  Carl  M.  Warner,  district  sn- 

Francisco,  Calif.;  James  H.  N. 
Williams,  district  superintendent,  Reno,  Nevada. 

I  "  J“nn*cliffe,.  3  City  Hall  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  Calif.; 

Judge  E.H.  King,  Ivory  Rodda,  Fred  D,  Parr,  J.  H.  McCallum, 
Mrs.  R.  Rose. 

CHICAGO-NORTHWEST  CONFERENCE 
MtmHerial~A.  J.  Loeppert,  district  superintendent,  913  Belden 
Ave.,  Chicago,  Ill.;  F.  H.  Thiel,  district  superintendent,  104  Maple 
Ave.,  Charles  City,  Iowa.  Re»erve—J.  J.  HoflFman,  pastor,  6^ 
Sangamon  Street,  Chicago,  Ill.;  F.  W.  Schneider,  vice-president 
Morningside  College,  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  ^ 

Lay— C  E.  Waterman,  Dolton,  Ill.;  H.  R.  Boese,  attorney,  Mil- 

Gelhaus,  farmer,  Rockford,  Iowa; 
atv  Vowl  employee,  904  Blunt  Street,  Charles 

COLUMBIA  RIVER  CONFERENCE 

Wa^'””Trom«  w'  i\  district  superintendent,  Yakima, 

rhfrW  Mm  A- J’®®*”’’’  Street,  Spokane,  Wash. 

-H^rroM  n*P  **’’  superintendent,  Moscow,  Idaho.  Reterve 

t„“  Snewlc  W«h.;  .  Fred  N.  Morion,  p.,- 

-?■  9“"^  insurance,  Spokane,  Wash.;  Charles  M 

Pnr^r*  Wash.,  'Pernren  L  pUkett 

packer,  Pullman,  Wash.  iJeserue— Charles  T.  Bore,  lawver 

ChSmbeplS^*f^  ’  Moscow,  Idaho;  Charl^L. 

Chamberlin,  lawyer,  Colfax,  Wash. 

DES  MOINES  CONFERENCE 
AliHuterial—R  M.  Shipman,  pastor,  Ames,  Iowa;  John  L.  Hill- 

Indlanola,  Iowa;  L^vJ  P.  Goodwin, 

M  Jpwa  ;  F.  W.  Simpson,  pastor,  1663  East  Grand, 

superintendent,  Clarinda, 
Iowa.  Reserve— p.  J.  Shenton,  pastor,  Winterset,  Iowa;  F.  M.  Wil¬ 
is,  district  superintendent,  Boone,  Iowa;  M.  A.  Gable,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  Council  Bluifs,  Iowa.  uisiricr  su 

Lay— Walter  Hutton,  secretary  Iowa  State  Sunday  School  As- 
■sociation,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  E.  L.  MacMlchael,  postmaster,  She¬ 
nandoah,  Iowa;  Mark  B.  Nelson,  bank  cashier,  Atlantic,  Iowa;  A. 

“ttofney,  Indianola,  Iowa;  E.  W.  Weeks,  attorney, 

H.  Darling,  physician,  Odgen! 
Iowa,  Orville  M.  Howard,  farmer,  Shenandoah,  Iowa;  H.  M.  Hav- 
lUT,  attorney,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

ERIE  CONFERENCE 

Mimsterial—n.  F.  Howe,  district  superintendent,  DuBois,  Pa.; 

J  E.  Roberts,  pastor,  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.;  A.  B.  Smith,  pastor,  Green- 
\iHe,  Fa.;  W.  P.  Murray,  di.strict  superintendent,  Meadville,  Pa.; 

R.  J.  Montgomery,  pastor.  North  East,  Pa.  Reserve-^.  A.  Beebe, 
president  Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  Pa.;  B.  A.  Ginader,  district 
superintendent,  229  East  30th  Street,  Erie,  Pa. 

A-  Elliott,  Alle¬ 
gheny  College,  Meadville,  Pa.;  A.  L.  Bell,  Ridgewav,  Pa.;  Dr.  W.  A. 
Homer,  New  Castle,  Pa.;  Dr.  S.  W.  McDowell,  Rockland,  Pa. 
Retierve—H.  G.  Eaton,  Warren,  Pa.;  W.  C.  Briggs,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

FINLAND  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial— T.  Rajalinna,  district  superintendent.  Reserve— 

J.  W.  Flagg,  rector  Theological  Seminary. 

Lay — Yrjo  Hyvari,  manager  Book  Concern. 

INDIANA  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial — O.  W.  Fifer,  district  superintendent,  c.  o.  Central 
Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  W  B 
Parmer,  agent  Preachers’  Aid,  626  People’s  Bank  Bldg.,  Indian'apo- 
iis,  Ind.;  J.  T.  Scull,  district  superintendent,  604  Morgan  Street, 
RiKshvilIC’  Ind.;  John  M.  Walker,  pastor,  908  Blackford  Street, 
fi'ansville,  Ind.;  W.  S.  Bovard,  corresponding  secretary  Board  of 
2167*^ Rush  Street,  Chicago,  Ill.;  John  W.  McFall,  pastor, 
inf«  .ri  Avenue,  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  J,  E.  Murr,  district  super- 
tendent,  Rasmussen  Court,  New  Albany,  Ind.  Reserve — C.*^  E. 
jnn,  pastor,  414  South  College  Avenue,  Bloomington,  Ind.;  A.  E. 

MnrSi,  ^  Street,  Evansville,  Ind.;  George  H.  , 

Murphy,  district  superintendent,  813  Adams  Ave.,  Evansville?  Ind.  | 

Loy— T.  J.  Sayre,  attorney,  Bloomington,  Ind.;  Dwight  S.  Ritter,  i 
Mcretary-treasurer  Grassyfork  Fisheries,  12th  floor  People’s  Bank  i 
"idg.,  IndianapohS’  Ind.;  Judge  Heuring,  Corydon,  Ind.;  Mrs.  Hattie  ] 
L.  Asbury,  pastor’s  wife,  Indianapolis.  Ind.;  Raymond  R.  Tash,  ] 
ttorney,  Salem,  Ind.;  J.  W.  Morrow,  merchant  Charleston,  Ind.;  ( 


E.  L.  McGraw,  merchant,  ConnersvlIIe,  Ind.  Reserve— Doctor  O.  E. 
Baker  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  T.  E.  O’Brien;  T.  M.  McDonald,  at¬ 
torney,  Princeton,  Ind. 

INTER-MOUNTAIN  CONFERENCE 

‘  Hamilton,  district  superintendent,  Boise, 

>  pastor,  Gooding,  Idaho.  Reeeree— E.  L.  White, 

’  Buhi*‘^Idlhr""*‘'"^®"*’ 

,  Lay— Hans  J.  Roan,  Insurance,  Boise,  Idaho;  John  W.  Peter, 

aHorney’  Pocatello,  Idaho.  Reserve — W.  O.  Cotton,  insurance,  Idaho 
Falls,  Idaho;  Mrs.  W.  A.  Winters,  minister’s  wife.  Cascade,  Idaho. 

,  MISSOURI  CONFERENCE 

'  Ministerial — E.  J.  Gale,  Cameron,  Mo.;  H.  J.  Bane,  pastor,  1237 
Hannibal,  Mo.;  E.  L.  Robinson,  district  superintendent, 
2221  Felix  Street,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Reserve — E.  C.  Morgan,  district 
superintendent,  Brookfield,  Mo.;  H.  McNamee,  pastor,  Tarkio,  Mo. 
Lay  Roderick  E.  Riddle,  steel  construction,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.; 

banker,  Maysville,  Mo.;  Joseph  J.  Shy,  attorney, 
Chillicothe,  Mo.  Reserve — John  L.  Beaghler,  traveling  salesman. 
Savannah,  Mo.;  Arthur  M.  Hyde,  Trenton,  Mo.;  Miss  Maud  Mc- 
Murray,  Bolckow,  Mo. 

NORTH-EAST  OHIO  CONFERENCE 
Ministerial— W.  E.  Hammaker,  pastor,  283  West  Madison  Ave., 
Youngstown,  Ohio;  S.  B.  Salmon,  district  superintendent,  791  Ar¬ 
cade  Bldg.,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  A.  E.  Piper,  district  superintendent, 
U  Byers  Ave.,  Akron,  Ohio;  W.  N.  Roberts,  pastor,  Centerburg, 
Ohio;  L.  C.  Wright,  pastor.  Prospect  and  East  66th  Street,  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio;  F.  C.  Anderson,  district  superintendent,  446  North  San¬ 
dusky,  Delaware,  OWo;  E.  S.  Collier,  pastor,  89  Lincoln  Street,  Sa- 
leui’  Ohio;  W.  H.  McMaster,  president  Mount  Union  College,  Alliance^ 
Ohio;  J.  J.  Wallace,  editor  Pittsburgh  Advocate,  624  Penn  Ave., 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  E.  S.  Kirby,  pastor  Elyria,  Ohio;  H.  S.  Powell, 
district  superintendent,  426  North  Street,  SteubenvUle,  CMiio.  R«- 
serve—B.  M.  McCarty,  pastor,  Euclid  and  Holyoke  Ave.,  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  E.  R.  Slutz,  district  superintendent.  Lock  Box  118,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Ohio;  F.  I.  Johnson  assistant.  Church  Cultivation,  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions,  160  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City. 

Cleveland,  Ohio;  C.  P.  Lynch,  Lakewood, 
Barnesville,  Ohio;  W.  D.  Archer,  Cambridge, 
Rut  ’  W.  B.  Robinson,  Mount- Gilead,  Ohio;  H\  J.  Cole,  Norwalk, 
Ru-  ’  2;  Carrollton,  Ohio;  F.  L.  Wells,  WellsviUe, 

R”*ti  ®’  Ohio;  J.  A.  Fithian,  Youngstown,  Ohio; 

G.  H.  Reed,  Uhrichsville,  Ohio. 

NORTHERN  SWEDISH  CONFERENCE 
Ministerialr— miner  F.  Lund,  district  superintendent,  1306  Gar¬ 
field  Ave.,  Marinette,  Wis.  Reserve — Axel  G.  Pearson,  pastor,  617 
East  McLeod 'Ave.,  Ironwood,  Mich. 

Lay — Andrew  Aim,  Bank  of  Dresser  Junction,  Dresser  Junction, 
Wis.  Reserve- August  Hagberg,  1226  10th  Avenue  South,  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minn. 

NORWAY  CONFERENCE 

Lay— Magnus  Sagedahl,  Elegate  34,  Oslo,  Norway.  Reserve — 
Peder  Larsen,  bricklayer,  Bergen,  Norway. 

SWEDEN  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial — Theodor  Arvidson,  district  superintendent,  Sveaga- 
tan  27  B.,  Goteborg;  Axel  Engstrom,  director  of  Book  Concern, 
Sibyllegatan  18,  Stockholm;  Herbert  Lihndaker,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Norrbackagat  26,  Stockholm.  Reserre— Walter  Hulphers, 
district  superintendent,  Kommendorsg  20  B.,  Stockholm;  Josef 
Ruther,  teacher,  Hanneberg,  Goteborg;  August  Stromstedt,  pastor, 
V.  Nygat.  6,  Norrkopsing. 

WESTERN  SWEDISH  CONFERENCE 
Ministerial— Iyer  F.  Pearson,  pastor,  1212  Guthrie  Ave.,  Des 
Moines,  Iowa.  Reserve — Alfred  W.  Carlson,  pastor,  1111  Ninth 
Street,  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

Lay— John  W.  Ekwall,  general  merchandise,  Ong,  Neb.;  Charles 
H.  Swanson,  merchant,  Harcourt,  Iowa. 

WEST  OHIO  CONFERENCE 
Ministerial— Arhn  Martin,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  J.  C.  Roberts,  Blan- 
chestCT,  Ohio;  Jesse  Swank,  Dayton,  Ohio;  J.  H.  Denney,  Hamil- 
L.  Hotter,  Lima,  Ohio;  D.  F.  Helms,  Lima,  Ohio; 

B.  F.  Reading,  Toledo,  Ohio;  E.  S.  Weaver,  Lima,  Ohio;  V.  F. 
Brown,  Xenia’  Ohio;  C.  W.  Brashares,  Dayton,  Ohio.  Reserve — 
H.  E.  Armacost,  Delaware,  Ohio;  A.  E.  Smith,  Ada,  Ohio;  C.  A. 
Rowand,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Lay— Roy  A.  Haynes,  former  Federal  Prohibition  Commissioner, 
Hillsboro,  Ohio;  Amos  L.  Conn,  Toledo,  Ohio;  Foss  Zartman,  Lima, 
Ohio;  Miss  Alice  P.  Thatcher,  superintendent  of  Christ  Hospital,  Cin- 
dnnati,  Ohio;  W.  H.  Gardner,  Bryan,  Ohio;  John  H.  Gark,  Marion, 
Ohio;  E.  Dow  Bancroft,  Urbana,  Ohio;  Mrs.  W.  H.  C.  Goode,  Sid- 
ney,  Ohio;  R.  E.  Parks,  Franklin,  Ohio;  B.  C.  Ballinger,  West 
Mansfield,  Ohio.  Reserve— Miss  Helen  C.  Barnes,  Findlay,  Ohio; 
Leonard  J.  Garver,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  A.  L.  Hannah,  Blanchester, 
Ohio.  ’ 
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OREGON  CONFERENCE 

Minuttrial — Carl  G.  Doney,  college  president,  Salem,  Ore.;  A.  L. 
Howarth,  district  superintendent.  Artisans  Building,  Portland,  Ore.; 
Sydney  W.  Hall,  pastor,  McMlnnvUle,  Ore.;  Thomas  Acheson,  pas¬ 
tor,  Salem,  Ore.  Beterve — Clarence  T.  Wilson,  corresponding  sec¬ 
retary  Board  of  Temperance,  Prohibition,  and  Public  Morals,  100 
Maryland  Avenue,  N.  E.,  Washington,  O.  C.;  Charles  C.  Rarick, 
pastor.  Grants  Pass,  Ore. 

WESTERN  NORWEGIAN-DANISH  CONFERENCE 

Mii^Urial — H.  P.  Nelson,  pastor,  587  Hoyt  Street,  Portland,  Ore. 
Bettrva — R.  B.  Langness,  pastor,  606  20th  Street,  Oakland,  Calif. 

Lay — Andreas  M.  Ipsen,  business  man,  96  Fourth  Street,  San 
Francisco,  Calif.  Rersroe— C.  Bergheim,  business  man,  1116  South 
12th  Street,  Tacoma,  Wash. 

WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE 

Miniiterial — Jay  A.  Holmes,  pastor,  Appleton,  Wis.;  Richard 
Evans,  district  superintendent,  819  North  Lawe  Street,  Appleton, 
Wis.;  Robert  B.  Stansell,  pastor  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Milwaukee,  Wis. ;  Ira  E.  Schlagenhauf,  pastor  First  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Beloit,  Wis.  Rt$«ro» — Frederick  J.  Turner,  pastor, 
Wausau,  Wis.;  Harland  C.  Logan,  district  superintendent,  Milwau¬ 
kee,  Wis. 

Lay — Julius  J.  Beilin,  Beilin  Memorial  Hospital,  Green  Bay,  Wis.; 
George  A.  Jacobs,  Janesville,  Wis.;  George  Moss,  Wilwaukee,  Wis.; 
Henry  W.  Wriston,  212  South  Union  Street,  Appleton,  Wis.  Re¬ 
serve — Mrs.  Maud  Williams,  merchant,  Whitewater,  Wis.;  W.  R. 
Woodmansee,  professor  in  school,  Ripon,  Wis.;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Wones, 
housewife,  Wilwaukee,  Wis. 

WYOMING  STATE  CONFERENCE 

Lay — Aven  Nelson,  college  professor,  816  Fremont  Street,  Lara¬ 
mie,  Wyo.;  Mrs.  W.  C.  Hosldns,  2012  Evans  Ave.,  Cheyenne,  Wyo. 

The  World  Moves 

By  Jay  S.  Stowell 

IN  ILLINOIS  the  General  Assembly  has  passed  a  bill 
refusing  to  consider  as  reputable  and  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  any  school  in  the  State  which  refuses  applicants 
solely  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  creed.  Introduced 
by  Representative  Charles  A.  Griffin,  the  bill  was 
prompted  by  the  continual  refusal  of  admission  to  Ne¬ 
groes  by  several  specialized  institutions  throughout  the 
State. 

In  Detroit,  fifty  Negro  policemen  were  recently  added 
to  the  force,  making  a  total  of  seventy-five  Negro  police¬ 
men  for  Detroit,  with  others  in  training  at  the  police 
school. 

In  Bowie,  Maryland,  Dr.  D.  L.  Washington  has  been 
elected  one  of  the  town  commissioners.  He  is  the  first 
colored  man  in  the  county  ever  to  be  elected  to  such  a 
position. 

The  Young  Women’s  Christian  Association  has  re¬ 
fused  to  hold  its  conference  in  Portland,  Ore.,  because 
the  hotels  there  will  not  admit  their  Negro  members. 

The  Congregational  National  Council  recently  voted 
that  “no  future  meetings  of  the  Council  or  its  sub¬ 
sidiary  bodies  shall  be  held  where  any  race  discrimination 
is  shown.”  The  Federal  Council  of  Churches  has  ex¬ 
pressed  itself  in  this  same  v.ein. 

The  New  York  News,  one  of  that  much  discussed  and 
widely  popular  class  of  periodicals,  the  tabloids,  devoted 
a  page  of  a  Sunday  issue  in  June  to  brief  biographies 
of  twelve  distinguished  Negroes  selected  from  Who's  Who 
in  Colored  America,  including  such  notables  as  George 
Carver;  Mrs.  Maggie  Walker,  bank  president;  Matt  Hen¬ 
son,  an  Arctic  explorer  with  Peary;  along  with  Roland 
Hayes,  for  hi%  accomplished,  artistic  singing;  and  De 
Hart  HubbarJ,  for  his  setting  of  a  new  national  broad 
jump  record. 

At  Galveston,  the  Negroes  of  Texas  are  holding  a 
State  Fair  from  August  until  November,  with  the  pri¬ 
mary  purpose  of  displaying  the  progress  of  the  Negro 
in  science  and  art.  Miss  Augusta  Savage,  noted  sculp¬ 
tress,  is  serving  as  art  director,  and  the  committee  offers 


$5,000  in  prizes  for  the  best  contributions  received  in 
art  and  music. 

To  Miss  Lois  Gertrude  Taylor,  colored,  were  awarded 
three  distinctive  honors  of  the  class  of  1927  of  William 
Memorial  Institute  at  New  London,  Conn.  Besides  be¬ 
ing  chosen  class  poet.  Miss  Taylor  gained  the  Williams 
prize  for  excellence  in  French ;  and  the  Fenner  prize,  one 
awarded  annually  to  the  senior  writing  and  speaking  the 


best  English. 


The  Rev.  S.  S.  Stone  Passes 

By  the  Rev.  C.  T.  Parker 


A  NOTHER  one  of  God’s  servants  reported  and  re- 
ceived  his  reward  for  faithful  service  over  a  period 
^  '^of  forty-seven  years  in  the  active  ministry.  The 
passing  of  the  Rev.  Simeon  S.  Stone,  of  Newcastle,  Ind., 
was  not  unexpected.  ,  He  had  been  ill  for  more  than 
eighteen  months,  and  early  Friday  morning,  July  29,  at 
2.26  o’clock,  he  quit  the  walks  of  men  and  took  up  his 
abode  with  his  Master. 

The  Rev.  S.  S.  Stone  was  born  near  Taylorville,  Ky., 
February  14,  1847,  of  slave  parents,  Leonard  and  Nar- 
cisley  Stone.  During  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  War  he 
became  eighteen  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  ran  away 
and  joined  the  Union  forces,  shouldered  his  musket,  and 
offered  his  life  in  the  defense  of  liberty,  justice,  and  free¬ 
dom.  The  high  ideal  that  prompted  Simeon  S.  Stone 
when  a  youth  to  break  away  from  the  old  plantation  and 
routine  of  slave  life  and  join  with  the  forces  that  were 
fighting  for  the  freedom  and  liberation  of  his  race  never 
waned  in  his  life.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
to  quiet  life;  a  little  later  he  was  converted  at  the  altar 
in  Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  in  1869.  He  became  a  faithfuls 
worker  in  the  church.  Steadily  he  rose  from  class  leader 
to  exhorter,  local  preacher,  and  in  1880  he  was  graduated 
from  the  Conference  course  of  study  and  elected  into  full 
membership  in  the  Lexington  Conference,  coming  in  with 
the  largest  class  that  has  ever  been  admitted  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  at  one  time. 

The  Rev.  Stone  served  the  following  appointments: 
Newcastle,  Ind. ;  Pittsfield,  Ill. ;  Terre  Haute,  Ind. ;  Smith- 
land,  Ky. ;  Hartford,  Ky. ;  Louisville,  Ky. ;  New  Haven 
circuit,  Shelbyville,  Ind.;  Bowling  Green,  Ky. ;  Falmouth 
circuit,  and  Moorefield,  Ky.,  where  in  1912  he  retired 
from  the  active  relation  to  the  Conference.  The  Rev. 
Stone  moved  to  Spiceland,  Ind.,  and  later  to  Newcastle, 
Ind.,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death.  He  was  a 
faithful  and  industrious  man,  ever  loyal  to  his  church; 
kept  a  beautiful  home,  often  referred  to  by  the  passers-by 
as  the  pride  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

Mention  must  be  made  of  Mrs.  Ada  Stone,  the  wife 
of  the  deceased,  who  was  an  untiring  helper  of  the  Rev. 
Stone  for  thirty-seven  years,  and  who  figures  largely  in 
the  success  of  his  long  ministerial  career.  She  was  faith¬ 
ful  to  him  until  death  did  them  part.  Mrs.  Stone  is  liv¬ 
ing  at  her  home  in  Newcastle,  Ind.  The  funeral  of  the 
Rev.  Stone  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  C.  T.  Parker,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Wiley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Newcastle, 
and  an  interesting  feature  of  the  service  was  that  con¬ 
ducted  by  Captain  Tyner,  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Chapter  of 
Henry  County,  assisted  by  the  D.  A.  R.  and  the  Women’s 
Relief  Corps  of  Newcastle  and  Henry  County.  The  vis¬ 
iting  ministers  present  at  the  funeral  and  taking  part 
in  the  services  were:  Dr.  L.  M.  Hagood,  retired,  of  In- 
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.  dianapoHs ;  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Statesman,  retired,  of  Indian- 
M  apolis ;  Dr.  E.  A.  White,  pastor  of  the  Simpson  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Indianapolis;  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Hayes, 
pastor  of  the  Barnes  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  In¬ 
dianapolis;  the  Rev.  S.  H.  Sweeney,  superintendent  of  the 
Indianapolis  District,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  the  Rev.  T. 
S.  McMorris,  pastor  of  the  Second  Methodist  Episcopal 
.  Church,  Anderson,  Ind. ;  the  Rev.  T.  R.  Prentiss,  pastor 
of  the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Muncie, 
Ind.,  and  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Thompson,  pastor  of  the  Bethel 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Newcastle,  Ind. 
By  special  request,  Mrs.  Cora  Thurman  rendered  a  very 
beautiful  selection ;  Mrs.  Nellie  Strong  served  as  organist. 
The  Wiley  choir  rendered  appropriate  music. 

Unheralded  Greatness 


By  Mrs.  Susie  C.  Love 

True  greatness  is  determined  on  the  basis  of  achieve¬ 
ment,  of  service  rendered.  Sometimes  “only  the 
Master  sees,  and  only  the  Master  praises.” 
Through  the  happy  chance  of  visiting  my  son,  the  Rev. 
E.  a.  Love,  who  pastors  in  Annapolis,  Md.,  I  had  the 
good  fortune  of  discovering  two  of  God’s  truly  great 
workmen.  In  my  forty-six  years  as  the  wife  of  a  Meth¬ 
odist  minister,  I  have  never  discovered  a  greater  couple 
in  the  service  of  Jesus  Christ  than  the  Rev.  Columbus  C. 
Brown  and  his  wife,  Mary  E.  Brown,  of  Eastport,  Md. 
Briefly  told,  this  is  the  story:  The  Rev.  Brown  was  sent 
to  Eastport  in  March,  1919.  He  was  not  there  long 
before  he  suffered  a  stroke  of  paralysis,  which  deprived 
him  of  the  use  of  his  right  leg  below  the  knee  and  his  right 
hand.  Not  daunted  by  this  handicap,  he  threw  himself 
fervently  and  faithfully  into  his  work.  In  1925  he  re¬ 
modeled  the  church  at  a  cost  of  $7,000,  nearly  all  of 
which  has  been  paid.  The  church  now  includes  a  base¬ 
ment,  kitchen,  dining  room,  a  lecture  room,  several  class¬ 
rooms,  and  a  main  auditorium  abutting  upon  a  large 
vestibule.  It  is  a  monument  to  his  efforts ;  but  greater 
than  this  is  the  monument  he  has  erected  in  the  imperish¬ 
able  life  about  him.  In  his  revival  last  year,  conducted 
solely  by  himself,  102  persons  were  converted.  Of  that 
number  flfty-one  young  persons  were  assigned  to  the 
class  of  which  Mrs.  Brown  is  the  leader.  These  persons 
ranged  in  age  from  ten  to  eighteen  years.  Using  the  lit¬ 
tle  book,  “At  the  Door  of  the  Church,”  she  tirelessly  in¬ 
structed  them  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  how  to  be  real  Christians. 

I  was  invited  to  visit  and  address  this  class.  It  was 
one  of  the  finest  experiences  of  my  life  sitting  there  and 
listening  to  th^e  young  folks  sing  and  testify  for  Jesus 
Christ.  One  little  girl  in  particular  testified  and  sang 
so  fervently  and  with  such  sincerity  that  tears  ran  down 
her  cheeks,  and  the  eyes  of  everyone  present  were  moist. 
Forty  of  the  members  of  the  class  were  present,  and  as 
I  looked  out  upon  them  I  thought,  “There  is  a  bright  fu¬ 
ture  for  the  church  at  Eastport.” 

Recently  this  class  was  taken  into  full  membership 
m  the  church.  They  marched  from  the  basement  dressed 
in  white,  led  by  Mrs.  Brown.  The  Rev.  Brown,  dressed 
in  a  flowing  white  gown,  met  them  at  the  altar  and  ques¬ 
tioned  them  upon  the  church  manual.  Dr.  Julius  S.  Car- 
roll,  the  district  superintendent,  who  was  present,  said 
that  he  had  never  seen  anything  of  its  kind  which  was 
ner,  and  that  he  was  sure  that  very  few  of  his  ministers 
could  answer  the  questions  asked  as  well  as  did  those 


children.  Besides  leading  a  class,  Mrs.  Brown  carries 
on  the  following  activities:  she  is  chorister  for  the  junior 
choir;  plays  for  the  church ;  teaches  in  the  Sunday  school ; 
is  president  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society; 
plans  Mothers’  Day,  Woman’s  Day,  and  Children’s  Day, 
and  is  secretary  for  her  husband.  Can  you  think  of.  a 
more  useful  woman? 

Eastport  is  a  small  town,  but  here  is  much  good  ac¬ 
complished,  the  Kingdom  advanced,  men  and  women  saved 
from  sin,  and  children  conserved  for  the  Master’s  use. 
Here,  it  seems  to  me,  is  true  greatness. 

Clark  University  Opens 

By  George  W.  McCorkle 

WITH  a  student  body  of  450  young  men  and 
women,  representing  twenty  States  of  the  Union, 
on  Monday  morning,  October  3,  Clark  University, 
one  of  the  most  outstanding  schools  of  the  nation  for 
higher  education  of  colored  youth,  threw  open  its  doors 
for  the  sixtieth  school  term. 

Dr.  M.  S.  Davage,  who  has  stood  at  the  head  of  this 
institution  for  the  past  three  years,  putting  over  a  pro¬ 
gram  which  has  been  a  marvel  to  the  country,  informed 
the  alumni  and  friends  of  the  grand  opening  and  suc¬ 
ceeded -in  marshaling  an  immense  throng  to  witness  an 
exercise  which  was  said  to  have  been  the  best  .in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  school. 

Under  the  superior  direction  of  Prof.  Frederick  Hall, 
one  of  the  leading  musicians  of  the  race,  the  Clark  Uni¬ 
versity  orchestra  and  chorus  united  to  inspire  that  great 
audience  with  music.  In  his  opening  remarks.  President 
Davage  made  special  mention  of  the  freshmen  class,  which 
numbers  135.  He  commended  the  student  body  for  its 
splendid  behavior  during  the  past  two  weeks,  and  fur¬ 
ther  stated  that  he  hoped  that  the  close  of  the  school 
year  would  also  allow  him  to  express  a  hearty  approval 
of  the  conduct  of  the  student  body. 

Dr.  William  Crogman,  who  served  as  professor  in 
Clark  University  for  thirty-seven  years,  and  as  president 
for  seven  years,  was  present  and  was  called  upon  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Davage  to  make  a  talk.  As  Dr.  Crogman  rose,  the 
vast  audience  also  rose,  remained  standing  and  listened 
with  abated  breath  while  “the  noblest  Roman  of  them 
all”  spoke  out  of  the  depths  of  his  soul,  as  he  stood  in  the 
magnificent  Crogman  Chapel,  which  was  named  in  his 
honor. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Alexander,  executive  secretary  of  the  In¬ 
terracial  Commission,  and  also  winner  of  the  Harmon 
award  for  1927,  was  the  principal  speaker  for  the  occa¬ 
sion.  With  an  earnestness  which  beamed  from  his  coun¬ 
tenance,  and  a  love  for  all  humanity  which  could  not  be 
concealed.  Dr.  Alexander  brought  a  message  of  hope, 
cheer,  and  good  will  which  is  destined  to  work  wonders 
in  the  lives  of  all  those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to 
hear  him. 

Dr.  C.  K.  Brown,  pastor  of  Wiley  Memorial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  Dr.  Jackson, 
district  superintendent  of  the  Rome  District  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  made  short  talks,  representing 
the  visitors. 

The  sipging  of  ‘fRocks  and  Mountains”  by  Clark  Uni¬ 
versity  Glee  Club,  thrilled  the  audience.  The  meeting, 
which  was  illuminating  and  inspiring  in  every  way,  marked 
another  milestone  reached  in  the  progress  of  Clark  Uni¬ 
versity. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


IxnurAxnnrAi. 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


it  at  all,  no  matter  how  secured  and  where 
drunk.  But  the  ancient  Amos  would  be  the, 
modern  one  If  he  lived  to-day.  The  times  are 
different. 

SAM  HUSTON  COLLEGE. 


AMOS  DENOUNCES  SIN 

(World’s  Temperance  Sunday) 

FOURTH  QUARTER.  LESSON  V.  OCTOBER  30 

Scripture  Letton — Amos  2.  4  to  3.  16. 


Hietorieal  Importance  of  Amos,  Before 
the  establishment  of  the  monarchy  in  Israel 
prophecy  wm  given  chiefly  to  clairvoyance 
and  to  the  inspiration  of  the  people  to  hero¬ 
ism  in  conflict  with  the  surrounding  enemies. 
With  the  establishment  of  the  monarchy  the 
prophets  were  chiefly  spiritual  advisers  to 
the  kings.  And  after  the  kings  had  developed 
the  disposition  to  ignore  the  spiritual  advices 
of  the  prophets,  prophecy  became  confined 
chiefly  to  denouncing  the  graver  sins  of  the 
kings.  The  fight  was  between  the  prophets 
and  kings,  with  the  people  as  spectators.  The 
cases  of  Samuel  and  of  Elijah  are  the  most 
outstanding  ones  which  we  have  thus  far 
studied.  But  Amos  initiated  a  new  develop¬ 
ment  of  prophecy,  and  gave  prophecy  a  char¬ 
acter  which  it  has  kept  until  this  day  that 
of  attacking  all  the  graver  sins  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Henceforth  there  will  be  a  conflict,  not 
merely  between  prophets  and  kings,  but  be¬ 
tween  prophets  and  people — ^the  prophets  and 
their  sympathisers  on  one  side,  and  the  rest 
of  the  people  on  the  other  side. 

Accordingly,  Amos  may  be  considered  the 
first  preacher  among  the  prophets  in  any 
strict  sense  of  the  term.  And  he  bears  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  preacher  who 
reduced  his  sermons  to  written  form  after 
their  extemporaneous  delivery.  He  is  there¬ 
fore  called  the  first  of  the  literary  prophets. 

To-day,  when  a  preacher  writes  his  sermons 
out  after  their  oral  delivery  it  is  done  either 
to  preserve  them  for  his  future  uSfe,  that  is, 
he  expects  to  preach  them  again,  or  to  give 
them  in  their  written  form  a  larger  audience 
than  they  had  when  orally  delivered — he  in- 

*  •  .  ■  .•  ’•XT.  _ _ a.  — _ — 


son  are  the  taking  of  bribes  to  defeat  jus¬ 
tice,  the  selling  of  poor  debtors  into  slavery 
for  the  small  debt  of  only  the  price  of  a  pair 
of  shoes,  trying  to  become  richer  by  cheating 
and  otherwise  reducing  the  poor  into  a  more 
wretched  misery;  taking  advantage  of  the 
meekness  of  the  meek  and  making  meekness 
detrimental  to  prosperity;  appropriating  of 
public  funds  to  private  use;  selfish  use  of 
goods  of  the  poor  held  in  pawn,  and  general 
disrespect  for  the  religion  of  Jehovah  shown 
by  sexual  immorality  in  the  church;  drinking 
intoxicating  liquors  in  the  church,  trying  to 
induce  those  who  have  signed  the  teetotal- 
abstinence  pledge  to  break  their  vow,  and  by 
trying  to  muzzle  God’s  messengers,  the  proph¬ 
ets  (Amos  2.  6,  7,  8,  12;  3.  10;  see  also  8.  6). 
Elsewhere  he  accuses  them  of  sickening  lux¬ 
ury,  dissipation,  and  debauchery  (6.  4-6). 
One  would  wonder  if  a  people  could  sink 
any  lower  in  moral  and  social  degeneracy 
than  that  people — Israel.  If  ever  wealth  or 
the  craving  for  wealth  has  destroyed  the  moral 
conscience  of  a  people,  it  seems  certainly  to 
have  done  so  in  Israel.  This  people  was  not 
one  whit  better  than  the  Romans  immediately 
preceding  the  fall  of  Rome.  The  late  Pro¬ 
fessor  Bowne  used  to  speak  of  having  God 
fattened  out  of  one’s  life.  If  ever  God  was 
in  the  life  of  this  people.  He  certainly  became 
fattened  out  of  it.  They  preferred  the  “dust 
of  the  earth”  to  God.  Therefore  there  was 
no  man  with  a  moral  conscience  and  with 
moral  courage  who  could  but  prophesy  (3.  8). 

Ancient  and  Modern  Amos,  Amos  did  not 
denounce  wealth  as  such;  but  he  denounced 
the  use  made  of  wealth,  and  the  ways  by 
which  it  was  realized.  He  stood  for  wealth 


than  they  had  when  oraiiy  aeiiverea— nc  m-  ...  - —  ----- 

tends  to  publish  them.  We  are  not  sure  of  honorably  got  and  temperately  used.  With 
Amos’  motive  for  writing  his  sermons.  He  him  the  modern  Anios  will  wholeheartedly 


did  not  intend  to  preach  them  again.  Preach¬ 
ers  then  depended  largely  on  the  inspiration 
of  the  moment  for  the  message  which  they 
would  deliver.  They  did  not  take  texts  from 
the  Scriptures  and  develop  them.  They  were 


agree.  Amos  did  not  denounce  wine  drink¬ 
ing  as  such;  but  he  denounced  the  way  by 
which  the  wine  was  got,  and  the  drinking 
of  it  intemperately  in  the  wrong  place.  But 
the  modern  Amos  goes  beyond  him  there. 

__  -  >■  » _  ___*•_!_  f_J _ • _ J.J _ 
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themselvM  rather  makers  of  Scriptures.  And.  He  denounces  the  way  by  which  intoxicating 
.  .  .  s  At  -  A  * - - 1.,  A^  liquors  are  secured,  and  also  the  drinking  of 
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it  is  hardly  probable  that  Amos  merely  de¬ 
sired  to  give  his  sermons  a  larger  audience 
for  the  g<^  that  they  might  do.  He  belonged 
to  one  nation,  while  his  sermons  were  preached 
chiefly  against  another  nation.  It  is  very 
probable  that  Amos  wrote  his  sermons  as  a 
permanent  testimony  against  the  people  to 
whom  he  preached.  He  felt  sure  that  the 
doom  which  he  anoimced  would  come;  and 
he  wished  to  vindicate  God  in  advance  by 
showing  to  the  future  that  he  had  fore¬ 
warned  of  the  impending  but  conditional 
doom  (Amos  3.  7).  At  any  rate,  by  writing 
out  his  sermons  he  made  his  memory  im¬ 
mortal.  Had  he  not  written  them,  we  would 
not  know  that  he  had  ever  lived.  For  he  is 
nowhere  mentioned  in  the  Bible  outside  of  his 
own  hook.  And  yet  when  his  sermons  are 
divested  of  their  local  coloring  and  imagery 
they  have  an  important  message  for  any  peo¬ 
ple  in  any  age.  The  sins  of  Israel  which  he 
denounced  are  much  the  same  as  may  be 
found  in  any  Christian  country  even  to-day. 
His  sermons  will  always  be  very  timely. 

The  Sins  Which  Amos  Denounced.  Amos’ 
attack  was  especially  against  the  oflScial  and 
commercial  classes — against  the  monied  peo¬ 
ple  on  hehalf  of  the  simple  and  unfortunate 
poor.  The  wealthy  were  trying  to  become 
wealthier,  and  the  middle  class  was  trying 
to  become  wealthy  by  every  hook  and  crook. 
No  moral  restraints  checked  their  avaricious¬ 
ness.  And  they  “panted  after”  this  wealth, 
not  for  the  good  they  might  do  society  with 
it,  but  simply  for  the  life  of  ease  which  it 
afforded,  and  for  the  selfish  indulgence  in 
luxury,  dissipation,  and  debauchery. 

Their  specific  sins  which  Amos  singled  out 
for  his  most  fiery  Invectives  in  to-day’s  les- 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lesson  fox  Sundat,  Octobex  30,  1927 
“They  have  rejected  the  law  of  Jehovah” 
(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

Israel  lost  their  standing  in  the  earth  and 
before  God  by  disregarding  the  law  of  God 
in  their  everyday  life.  This  was  manifest  in 
the  appointed  times  of  worship,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  their  eating,  in  the  social  life  main¬ 
tained,  and  the  indulgences  which  brutalized 
and  destroyed  the  finer  elements  in  their 
nature.  This  is  a  world  temperance  lesson, 
and  the  message  of  Amos  to  Israel  fits  well 
the  situation  of  the  hour  so  far  as  intemper¬ 
ance  and  its  effect  on  the  life  of  the  people 
is  concerned. 

Resulting  from  long  years  of  careful  study 
of  the  best  interests  of  all  the  people,  and 
after  generations  of  trying  to  regulate  the 
liquor  traffic,  this  nation  has  enacted  a  pro¬ 
hibition  law  so  far  as  indulgence  in  strong 
drink  is  concerned.  There  is  no  one  who  will 
doubt  that  it  is  the  will  of  God  and  approved 
of  heaven.  Yet  there  is  a  large  element  of 
the  people  who  are  openly  violating  this  law, 
and  multitudes  more  who  disobey  it  in  secret; 
and  because  of  this,  many  are  asking  that 
the  law  be  repealed  or  commuted  so  as  to 
permit  indulgence  in  strong  drink  legally. 

If  the  prohibition  law  is  the  law  of  Jeho¬ 
vah,  any  move  to  change  or  reject  it  is  a  sin 
against  God  which  will  bring  ruin  to  this  na¬ 
tion  even  as  it  did  to  the  northern  tribes  in 
the  days  of  Amos.  It  may  well  be  doubted 
if  there  can  be  any  weakening  of  the  law 
which  now  we  have  without  a  serious  moral 
slump  in  the  habits  of  all  the  people,  and  the 
quick  ruin  of  those  disposed  to  indulge  in 
these  things. 

The  whole  question  of  temperance  is  in¬ 
timately  related  to  the  cause  of  Christian  mis¬ 
sions.  It  does  not  pay  to  send  both  rum  and 
missionaries  to  Africa,  Asia,  or  the  islands  of 
the  sea.  One  way  to  save  the  world  is  tc 
make  the  whole  world  temperate  by  interna^ 
tional  prohibition,  then  would  the  door  be 
well  opened  to  every  form  of  missionary  en¬ 
deavor.  If  all  from  America  and  other  Chris¬ 
tian  lands  would  practice  temperance,  so¬ 
briety,  and  chastity  toward  peoples  of  otlier 
lands,  the  way  of  the  missionary  would  be 
made  easy. 

GAMMON  seminary. 
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Epworth  League  Topic 


OCTOBER  30 


THE  EQUIPMENT  OF  A  CHUM-WINNER 

(Mark  1.  17;  Acts  1.  8) 


Last  Sunday  night  we  saw  how  Jesus  won 
His  own  comrades,  calling  them  to  never  dy¬ 
ing  service  and  glory.  He  called  them  to  a 
maximum  and  not  a  minimum  life.  As  we 
think  of  chum  winning,  we  must  remember 
that  it  is  not  a  question  of  what  is  taken 
away  from  life,  hut  as  to  what  is  added  to 
life.  Christ  is  always  a  multiple,  and  the 
way  to  have  the  power  which  is  spoken  of 
in  Acts  1.  8  is  to  put  Jesus  into  life’s  equa¬ 
tion.  Thus  we  are  talking  about  far  more 
than  a  “be  good  and  you’ll  be  happy”  phi¬ 
losophy.  We  are  getting  down  to  the  funda¬ 
mentals  of  living. 

As  we  think  of  our  own  equipment  as 
chum-winners,  and  some  of  the  possible  difii- 
culties  which  lie  ahead,  it  may  be  well  to 
remember  that  people  may  be  method  hard¬ 
ened  and  all  the  time  imagine  that  they  are 
gospel  hardened.  For  our  own  encourage¬ 
ment  we  should  recall  that  most  of  the  proph¬ 
ets  have  been  laymen,  who  were  God’s  serv¬ 
ants  in  summoning  people  to  a  sense  of  their 
responsibilities.  “Thy  kingdom  come”  does 
not  mean  dying  to  get  to  heaven.  It  means 
crowding  the  best  of  which  we  are  capable 
into  living.  As  we  look  forward  to  our  win- 


my-chum  campaign  there  are  three  verbs  and 
three  prepositions  which  we  should  have  in 
mind.  “Plan  through;  pray  down;  work  up.” 
This  would  be  an  excellent  motto  for  the  local 
chapter. 

The  Equipment 

There  are  at  least  a  half  dozen  elements 
of  equipment  of  a  soul  winner.  The  leader 
might  assign  each  one  as  a  topic,  with  any 
others  that  occur  to  him. 

Energy  is  the  first  requirement.  'I’hai 
means  directed  energy  and  not  an  aimless 
expenditure  of  energy.  You  remember  the 
verse,  “As  thy  servant  was  busy  here  and 
there  he  was  gone.”  We  may  lose  sight  of 
the  true  objectives  in  just  hurrying  from  one 
thing  to  another.  We  must  be  willing  first 
of  all  to  employ  the  time  and  effort  necessary 
to  success.  It  is  far  better  to  make  a  mis¬ 
take  and  then  correct  it,  tiian  never  to  liave 
tried.  “Inactivity  is  always  activity  on 
wrong  side.”  Not  doing  is  the  worst  of  d^ 
ing.  Clark  said,  “You  cannot  save  yourself, 
superficially,  and  save  others  deeply.” 
those  who  stood  at  the  cross  of  Jesus  mockinj 
Him,  said,  “He  saved  others,  himself  he  can* 
not  save,”  they  spoke  far  more  correctly  tliss- 
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they  could  possibly  know.  For  in  a  deeper 
.  sense  than  they  could  ever  understand,  He 
)  could  not  save  Himself.  It  is  only  as  a 
candle  is  burned  up  and  consumed  that  you 
have  light  in  the  room.  It  is  only  as  the  coal 
beneath  a  locomotive  boiler  is  burned  up  and 
consumed  that  a  Twentieth  Century  Limited 
speeds  across  the  continent.  It  is  only  as  a 
life  is  burned  up  and  consumed  in  the  best 
that  we  know,  that  genuine  accomplishment 
for  Him  who  could  not  save  Himself  is  pos¬ 
sible.  Bishop  Quayle  once  said  that  the  angel 
would  ask  a  man,  “Did  you  spend  all  your 
estate?”  We  are  willing  to  put  forth  energy 
in  almost  everything  else,  why  not  try  to  use 
some  pf  it  in  the  work  of  the  Lord? 

Then  we  need  enthusiatm.  There  are  some 
older  people  who  seem  to  be  afraid  of  this 
word  and  its  associations.  The  fact  is  that 
the  word  has  about  the  noblest  ancestry  of 
any  word  in  our  language.  It  comes  from  the 
Greek,  “en  Theos,”  which  means  in  or  among 
the  gods.  That  is  just  about  as  royal  a  fam¬ 
ily  connection  as  the  language  makers  could 
possibly  figure  out.  You  do  not  need  to  be 
afraid  of  enthusiasm  if  properly  applied.  Je¬ 
sus  always  gave  the  impression  of  great  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  His  cause.  There  was  a  lift 
to  the  message  which  everybody  senses. 
Emerson  once  said,  “A  movement  tends  to 
become  an  institution.”  He  meant  that  it 
loses  its  power  when  it  loses  the  enthusiasm 
which  made  it  a  movement.  Then  the  juice  is 
taken  out  of  it  and  it  becomes  hard  and 
set  and  formal,  and  soon  it  has  become  an 
institution.  The  glory  of  the  church  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  the  glory  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  particular  is  that  it  began  as  a  movement. 
It  rests  upon  us  to  keep  that  life  and  vitality 
as  its  characteristic.  Let  us  keep  that  genu¬ 
ine  enthusiasm  as  a  part  of  our  equipment 
as  chum-winher.  We  should  be  willing  to 
apply  some  of  the  enthusiasm  we  now  use  in 


school  and  community  interests  to  Christ’s 
plans  and  purposes. 

A  chum-winner  must  have  naturalne»»  in 
his  approach  and  general  attitude.  It  should 
be  as  natural  to  talk  about  religion  as  any 
other  subject.  Why  should  it  be  otherwise? 
“Man  is  incurably  religious.”  Religion  does 
lie  at  the  very  heart  of  humanity,  and  is  the 
common  possession  of  all.  It  is  the  result 
of  a  deeply  implanted  human  instinct.  A 
man  once  tried  to  prove  in  no  uncertain  man¬ 
ner  that  he  was  an  atheist,  and  said  in  a  loud 
tone  of  voice,  “Thank  God,  I’m  an  atheist.” 
Much  so-called  atheism  is  as  illogical  as  that 
statement. 

The  chum  winner  must  be  possessed  of 
goodnesi.  ^  Just  plain  garden  variety  good¬ 
ness.  This  does  not  mean  smug,  complacent 
self-righteousness.  See  Romans  5.  7.  A 
synonym  of  the  goodness  here  discussed  is 
sincerity.  You  cannot  give  that  which  you 
yourself  do  not  possess.  If  you  do  not  have 
the  measles  you  cannot  give  them  to  anybody 
else.  You  must  have  a  religious  experience 
yourself  before  you  can  share  it  with  another. 
That  does  not  mean  that  everyone  of  us  shall 
have  the  same  type  of  experience.  That  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  individual,  and  we  are  not 
all  alike.  You  cannot  duplicate  Paul’s  re¬ 
ligious  experience  in  all  of  its  details  for  the 
reason  that  you  cannot  duplicate  Paul.  We 
should  test  the  experience,  whatever  its  type 
may  be,  by  the  genuine  goodness  which  it  pro¬ 
duces  in  the  everyday  life  and  conduct  of  the 
person.  Conviction  always  breeds  conviction. 
The  most  effective  invitation  which  will  be 
given  during  the  win-my-chum  campaign  will 
be  by  those  whose  words  of  Invitation  are  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  kind  of  living  which  serves 
as  a  perpetual  recommendation  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Other  requirements  are  tact  and 
faith. — Epworth  League  Quarterly. 
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What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

^  Invortte»g,  Miss.— Union  Grove  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  still  moving  on  toward 
its  goal  in  spite  of  the  many  handicaps.  Un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Stalling, 
who  was  recently  sent  to  us,  the  church  has 
taken  on  new  life,  and  the  spiritual  life  has 
been  awakened.  On  Sunday,  October  2,  we 
enjoyed  a  great  sermon  from  the  pastor,  and 
$83.95  was  laid  upon  the  table  as  a  token  of 
our  appreciation  for  his  service.  Our  sail  is 
wt  for  greater  things  in  the  future.— .Tim 
Payne,  Reporter. 

iVetumpka,  Ala.— The  26th  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber  was  a  high  day  at  Mallalieu  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  We  had  an  excel¬ 
lent  rally,  and  the  Rev.  Price,  of  Zion  Church, 
preached  for  us  at  H  A.  M.  from  the  sub- 
.(ect,  “Pulling  Them  Out  of  the  Fire”  (Jude 
1.  23).  Collection  in  the  morning  was  .$50.35. 
His  sermon  was  enjoyed  by  all.  At  4  P.  M. 
he  preached  another  soul-stirring  sermon 
from  the  text  found  in  Acts  26.  19.  Collec¬ 
tion,  $9.  Total  for  the  day,  .$59.35. — ^The  Rev. 
H.  H.  Nunn,  Pastor;  H.  Z,  Zeigler,  Reporter. 

Carrollton,  Oa. — We  have  just  closed  a 
great  religious  campaign  at  Moore’s  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  J.  W.  Tharpe,  who  came  in  full 
l»wer  of  the  Spirit  with  wonderful  sermons 
that  will  live  long  in  our  hearts.  Everyone 
mat  heard  him  was  thrilled  with  happiness. 
Ihe  good  people  of  Carrollton  made  it  very 
pleasant  for  the  Rev.  Tharpe  and  for  the 
people  attending  the  meeting.  There  were 
eighteen  souls  added  to  the  church.  The  stew¬ 
ards  reported  $110.a5  for  the  week’s  meeting. 
—Rev.  M.  W.  Burch,  Pastor. 

_  ^^huqitalak,  Mun, — This  has  been  a  year  of 
jmiilce  at  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
^hurch.  We  had  the  best  revival  we  have  had 
in  many  years.  The  Rev.  W.  C.  Hilliard,  our 
pastor,  understands  just  how  to  manage  a 
i^vival.  We  had  sixteen  conversions  and 

'f**  The  ^lastor  was  assisted  by 

the  local  preachers  and  members,  and  we  had 
•  great  success,  of  which  we  are  proud.  This 


Pastor’s  first  year,  and  we  are  proud 
of  him.  He  is  loved  by  all  the  people'  of  our 
town  as  well  as  the  members  of  our  church, 
and  we  hope  to  have  him  remain  with  us. 
Our  church  is  alive  along  all  lines  under  his 
efficient  leadership.— R.  L.  Ballard,  Reporter. 

Maben,  Mins, — Our  revival  meeting  closed 
on  Sunday,  September  18,  with  wonderful  re¬ 
sults  spiritually  and  financially.  We  added 
fifteen  members  to  the  church.  The  Rev.  P. 
A.  Lemon,  from  the  Clarksdale  District,  pas- 
^r  at  Minter  City,  helped  in  the  meeting. 
He  preached  some  very  soul-stirring  ser¬ 
mons.  May  God  bless  the  Rev.  Lemon.  The 
Rev.  L.  D.  Campbell,  from  Durant  District, 
pastor  of  Louisville  circuit,  was  present.  We 
closed  with  our  third  Quarterly  Conference. 
Dr.  J.  H.  Talbert  preached  two  able  sermons 
on  Sunday.  Raised  for  our  superintendent, 
$23.60;  raised  in  revival  meeting,  $101.60; 
total  amount  raised,  $126.10.  The  good  people 
of  Maben  presented  the  pastor  a  hat  costing 
$4.  May  God  bless  them.  We  are  striving 
to  close  out  an  over-the-top  year. — I.  R 
Butler,  Pastor. 

Heidelburg,  Ming. — A  touching  revival  was 
held  during  the  week,  beginning  Sunday,  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  at  Oak  Bowery  Church.  Service 
WM  conducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Smith,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  who  spoke  to  a  packed 
house  Sunday  morning  and  every  night 
throughout  the  meeting.  Day  service  was 
conducted  by  our  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Nicholson.  Six  members  were  added 
to  the  church,  and  $106  was  rai.sed  on  pas¬ 
tor  s  salary.  The  Rev.  Smith’s  sound  doc¬ 
trine  did  much  toward  normalizing  morals 
and  Christianity  in  our  community.  Our 
Quarterly  Conference  convened  on  September 
10  and  11,  and  we  were  fortunate  to  have 
the  Rev.  Smith  with  us.  A  brilliant  and  heart¬ 
searching  sermon  was  delivered  Friday  night 
by  the  Rev.  Grangent,  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Amount  raised  for  district  superintendent  was 
$26.17;  on  pastor’s  salary,  $106.17;.  for  sick.  ' 
$1.10;  total,  $133.44. 

Gulfport,  Miss.- Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  A  contest  was  given  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Epworth  League  for 
church  purposes.  Those  who  participated  and 


the  amount  raised,  are  as  follows:  Misses 
Fannie  L.  Gant,  $39.32;  W.  A.  Abrams,  $33; 

Flowers,  $26.30;  Mesdames  L.  Jackson, 
$18.18;  Myoma  Godine,  $15.66;  total,  $132.46. 
Miss  Fannie  L.  Gant  received  the  first  prize, 
a  five-dollar  gold  piece;  Miss  Willie  A.  Ab¬ 
rams,  second,  $2.60,  for  raising  the  highest 
amoun^.  They  were  assisted  in  their  un¬ 
dertaking  by  the  League  president,  Mrs.  A. 
Tuggle,  who  is  an  able  worker,  and  willing  to 
work  at  all  times.  A  new  library  has  been 
placed  in  the  church,  given  by  the  Sunday 
school,  of  which  everyone  is  proud.  Miss  Ar¬ 
nett  Hines  was  appointed  librarian.  On  Sun¬ 
day  night,  September  26,  we  had  with  us  the 
Rev.  Wilks,  who  preached  a  splendid  ser¬ 
mon,  “Thy  kingdom  come,  thy  will  be  done,” 
which  was  very  much  enjoyed.  We  are  glad 
to  have  the  Rev.  Wilks  and  family,  who 
moved  into  our  midst  a  few  days  ago  from 
Waveland,  Miss.  He  is  principal  of  the  Tur¬ 
key  Creek  school.— Frank  Smith,  Pastor; 
Hannah  .Mae  Hines,  Reporter. 

Hubbard,  Texan.— We,  the  pastor  and  mem- 
bers  of  Pelham  circuit,  are  filled  with  good 
tidings,  and  we  can  only  express  our  grate¬ 
fulness  by  saying,  “Praise  God  from  whom 
all  blessings  flow.”  The  dark  nights  are 
past,  and  the  sun  of  success  is  shining.  We 
had  a  successful  rally  on  September  11.  Paid 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Muse,  $127.10  on 
salary.  On  September  18  a  call  was  made 
over  the  circuit  for  World  Service.  The  re¬ 
ports  are  as  follows:  St.  Delight,  $^.12;  An¬ 
tioch,  $73.20;  Wesley  Chapel,  .$68.68;  total  for 
the  day,  $166.89.  There  were  leaders  and 
captains  rallying  for  this  cause.  Two  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  the  church  paper  and  one  Dis¬ 
cipline  were  given  to  the  successful  contest¬ 
ants.  Bro.  Nate  Nelson,  $8.40;  J.  Curry, 
$4.96;  J.  S.  Burns,  $9.66;  A.  Hunt,  $10.  Bro. 
A.  Hunt  won  the  paper.  Antioch:  Captain, 
M.  Wilson,  $17.50;  John  Cartez,  $34.16;  and 
many  others.  Mr.  John  Cartez  won  the  Dis¬ 
cipline,  and  Mr,  Jim  Sweeney  one  year’s  sub¬ 
scription  to  the  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate.  We  have  paid  our  World  Service  in 
full;  Area  Council  Fund,  Minute  Fund,  $20; 
for  Pensions  and  Relief,  $26;  to  Sam  Huston 
College,  $17;  Episcopal  Fund  paid  in  full. 
We  are  glad  to  report  that  Mrs.  S.  E.  Jones, 
our  West  Texas  Conference  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  secretary,  was  with  us  on 
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September  18  and  gave  tu  a  wonderful  lecture 
on  tb^  Woman’s  Home  missionary  work,  and 
what  it  means  to  our  church.  Raised  for 
Sister  Jones,  $9. — Rev.  L.  £.  Muse,  Pastor. 

Woodlawn,  Pa. — ^We,  the  captains,  officers, 
and  members  of  Jones  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  wish  to  thank  the  many 
friends  of  the  city,  and  especially  our  many 
churches  of  the  city,  for  their  hearty  support 
and  co-operation  in  our  rally  that  closed  Sun¬ 
day  night,  September  25.  There  were  over 
9500  r^sed,  and  we  give  thanks  to  the  Lord 
for  this  blessing.  Our  aim  in  the  near  future 
is  to  erect  a  church  on  our  vacant  lot,  corner 
Davis  and  Return  Streets.  The  following 
captains  deserve  much  credit  for  the  success 
of  the  rally.  The  church  membership  was  di¬ 
vided  into  eight  clubs,  with  a  captain  at  the 
head  of  each  club.  The  reports  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Club  No.  1,  Clarence  Tyson,  captain, 
$128.81;  No.  2,  Sister  Texas  Strosier,  cap¬ 
tain,  $52.12;  No.  3,  Sister  M.  E.  Ross,  cap¬ 
tain,  $60;  No.  4,  Luther  Thompson,  captain, 
^.70;  No.  5,  Sister  S.  L.  Wood,  captain, 
$26;  No.  6,  Sister  Alice  Pinkard,  captain, 
$119.20;  No.  7,  Peter  Hanks,  captain,  $^.90; 
No.  8,  Wm.  Perdue,  captain,  $59.09;  special 
offering,  $9.26;  total,  $612.17.  The  rally 
closed  with  C.  Tyson  and  Miss  Alice  Pinkard 
^0  in  lead  of  the  others.  The  closing  song 
brought  joy  to  the  congregation,  “Praise  God, 
from  whom  all  blessings  flow.” — Rev.  F.  J. 
Frye,  Pastor;  Henry  Tyson,  John  Ross, 
Luther  Thompson,  C.  Tyson,  Peter  Hanks, 
Board  of  Trustees. 

Atlanta,  Qa. — ^The  evangelistic  Are  is  still 
burning  at  Ariel  Bowen  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Men  and  women,  boys  and  girls  are 
being  converted  and  added  to  the  church  reg¬ 
ularly.  We  have  just  closed  a  successful  re¬ 
vival  meeting.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Queen,  our 
efficient  district  superintendent,  and  the  Rev. 
W.  A.  Neeley,  our  pastor  at  Athens,  Ga., 
conducted  this  meeting  for  two  weeks.  There 
were  eight  conversions  and  accessions  dur¬ 
ing  these  services.  There  were  fifty-nine  con¬ 
versions  and  accessions  before  the  meeting 
began,  making  a  total  of  sixty-seven  added  to 
the  church  during  the  year.  We  have  not 
reached  our  goal  for  this  year,  but  by  keep¬ 
ing  the  program  of  evangelism  continually  be¬ 
fore  the  people,  much  good  is  being  accom¬ 
plished  for  our  church  and  community.  There 
are  others  who  were  affected  by  the  strong 
gospel  sermons  delivered  by  these  men  of  God, 
and  we  pray  that  they  will  soon  be  saved  and 
added  to  our  Zion  before  another  year.  The 
church  has  made  wonderful  advances  in  most 
of  its  interests  and  activities.  We  are  work¬ 
ing  to  make  a  round  report  along  all  lines 
at  the  coming  Annual  Conference.  The  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  H.  E.  Burns,  is  very  grateful  to 
the  officers,  members,  and  friends  for  loyal 
support  and  service  rendered,  without  which 
he  could  not  have  done  the  work  that  has 
been  accomplished.  We  also  thank  the  Revs. 

District 

District  Round 

PULASKI  DISTRICT 

Pint  Bound — Kingsport,  October  16,  16; 
Big  Stone  Gap,  22,  23;  Bristol,  29,  80;  Abing¬ 
don,  80,  81;  Glade  Spring  Ct.,  November  6, 
6;  Marion,  6,  7;  W;^heville,  12,  18;  Chris- 
tiansburg,  19,  20;  Dublin,  20,  21;  Galax,  26, 
27;  New  River,  December  3,  4;  Radford,  4, 
6;  Draper,  10,  11;  North  Pulaski,  11,  12; 
Rural  Retreat,  17,  18;  Pulaski  City,  18,  19. 

Dear  Fellow  Workmen:  Our  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  has  become  history.  Our  reports, 
while  not  what  desired,  were  very  gratifying. 
Let  us  take  advantage  of  the  be^nning  of 
the  Conference  year  to  raise  the  World  Serv¬ 
ice  monies  and  other  benevolences  before  the 
winter  closes  in.  I  suggest  that  we  use  No¬ 
vember  6  as  Sunday-school  rally  day,  since 
the  regular  day,  October  2,  was  so  close  to 
the  date  of  our  Conference  it  could  not  be 
used.  Remember  that  you  get  World  Service 
credits  for  all  money  raised  on  rally  day. 
Our  district  takes  the  lead  of  the  Conference, 
and  I  am  depending  on  every  last  one  of  you 
to  pull  up  this  year  and  keep  it  in  flrst  place. 
— Anderson  Davis,  District  Superintendent. 


Queen  and  Neely  for  the  inspiring  messages 
given  to  us  during  this  special  meeting.  We 
pray  the  richest  blessings  of  God  upon  them, 
and  wish  for  them  happiness  and  prosperity 
in  their  work  and  long  lives  to  preach  the 
gospel  and  win  souls  for  the  Master. — J.  M. 
Ellison,  Reporter. 

Omaha,  Neb. — Sunday,  October  2,  was  a 
day  of  great  rejoicing  in  Clair’s  Chapel  when 
the  flrst  installment  of  $6,000  on  our  newly 
purchased  property  was  completed.  The 
membership  has  worked  and  sacrifleed  in  a 
fine  way,  while  many  of  our  friends,  both 
white  and  colored,  have  helped  us.  We  ac¬ 
knowledge  same  and  compliment  and  thank 
all.  In  the  morning  service  the  Revs.  White 
and  Jamison  preached.  In  the  evening  serv¬ 
ice  the  Rev.  Harris  delivered  a  splendid  ser¬ 
mon,  while  J.  W.  Stapleton  and  the  pastor, 
T.  B.  Oville,  assisted  in  the  service.  The  choir 
was  at  its  best  all  day,  supplemented  by  the 
new  quintet,  a  powerful  organization  of  men 
pushing  forward  in  singing  songs  of  praise. 
The  trustees  are  pleased  with  the  success  at¬ 
tained  in  the  new  enterprise.  The  clubs  are 
to  be  congratulated  for  their  work,  and  es¬ 
pecially  the  young  people’s  Happy  Time  Club. 
The  boosters’  club,  Sunday  school,  and  other 
organizations  came  in  for  much  praise.  The 
church  is  well  attended,  warm  and  comfort¬ 
able,  seats  free,  location  beautiful  and  con¬ 
venient.  All  are  cordially  invited  to  wor¬ 
ship  with  us.  Pastor  T.  B.  Oville  is  leaving 
for  the  Annual  Conference,  which  convenes 
in  Ardmore,  Okla.,  October  26,  1927.  He  will 
deliver  his  closing  sermon  Sunday,  October 
23.  The  ministry  of  this  pastor  has  been  a 
wonderful  success  in  Omaha  this  year.  He 
has  made  many  friends  among  citizens  and 
churches  in  Omaha.  It  can  be  truly  said  that 
he  is  the  people’s  preacher  and  servant,  a 
booster  for  the  Omaha  Guide  and  the  Mon¬ 
itor,  as  well  as  all  other  enterprises  and  up¬ 
lifting  movements.  Report  of  the  donations 
follow:  Mesdames  Minnie  Solomon,  $34; 
Tenola  Gray,  $27.60;  L.  B.  Wilks,  $13.60; 
B.  A.  Bostic,  $12.60;  P.  Beckman,  $1.50; 
Sarah  Brown,  $19  60;  Lucy  Mae  Collins, 
$17.60;  Susie  Broadnax,  $12.60;  Tena  Dison, 
$7;  Alice  Jones,  $1;  Mattie  Jennings,  $12; 
Ethel  Kirtley,  $12.50;  McKeever  Moore,  $1; 
Elanora  Oville,  $13.50;  Bertha  Smith,  $14; 
Ida  Banks,  $6;  Sally  Simpson,  $6.60;  Estella 
Titus,  $2;  B.  Webster,  $6;  Rosa  Trimble,  $14; 
Kitty  Armstrong,  $4;  Betty  Hastings,  $8; 
Ella  Anderson,  $10;  Eva  Gains,  $6;  Eva  Liv¬ 
ingston,  $7;  Fannie  Jones,  $12.86;  Elizabeth 
Anderson,  Jessie  Scott,  $13;  Mattie  Smith, 
$6;  C.  C.  King,  $6.  Donations  are  hereby  ac¬ 
knowledged  from  the  Armour  &  Swift  Pack¬ 
ing  Co.,  McBrady  Store,  Dave’s  Market  and 
Buck'  Store,  and  many  other  friends.  The 
above  results  enabled  us  to  close  our  first 
installment  of  $6,000,  and  we  now  go  forward 
with  a  new  program  and  with  higher  hopes 
for  a  greater  future  for  the  church  and  the 
people.— ^has.  R.  Trimble,  Reporter. 

Activities 

Quarterly  Conferences 

BEAUMONT,  MISS. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Richton  charge  was  held  October  1  and  2 
wither.  E.  A.  Wilson,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  in  the  chair.  Although  the  church  was  in 
mourning  because  of  the  death  of  our  beloved 
pastor,  the  Rev.  David  Ray,  who  departed 
this  life  September  22,  the  Conference  was  in 
every  sense  of  the  word  a  success.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  made  some  timely  re¬ 
marks  touching  the  life  and  labors  of  the 
pastor,  and  gave  many  words  of  cheer  and 
comfort  to  the  widow  and  the  bereaved  con¬ 
gregation.  His  lecture  to  the  church  and  Con¬ 
ference  was  very  helpful  and  uplifting,  after 
which  he  went  into  the  business  session  of 
the  Conference.  Most  of  the  officers  were 
present  with  good  reports.  The  Conference 
was  pervaded  with  a  spirit  unusual  for  this 
char^.  We  raised  during  the  session  $98.81; 
aid  district  superintendent  $67.66,  including 
ack  salary  on  previous  quarter,  and  raised 
$41.16  on  the  other  claims  of  the  church.  The 
district  superintendent  preached  as  never  be¬ 
fore,  it  seems,  and  the  people  were  swept  Into 


the  spiritual  tide  by  an  onrush  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  May  God  bless  Dr.  Wilson,  and  may  ^ 
the  Spirit  of  God  continue  to  guide  him  in 
times  like  this. — Miss  Caroline  Bolton,  Re- 
porter. 

HUNTSVILLE.  TEXAS 
Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  a 
record  breaker  on  the  Huntsville  circuit.  We 
held  our  business  session  in  St.  James  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Huntsville  Station; 
nearly  all  the  Quarterly  Conference  mem¬ 
bers  were  present.  Our  own  beloved  super¬ 
intendent,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Gilder,  preached 
with  dignity  and  eloquence.  He  brought  a 
message  of  cheer  as  to  the  standing  of  the 
Beaumont  District  with  other  districts,  which 
put  new  life  into  us.  Every  phase  of  the 
work  was  reviewed  with  much  scrutiny  and 
care.  The  class  leaders  paid  over  to  the  stew¬ 
ards  the  sum  of  $57.60.  Sunday  morning 
found  us  in  our  newly  built  church  at  Mt. 
Prairie,  with  an  excellent  Sunday-school  les¬ 
son.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Gilder  preached  from 
St.  John  22.  22;  subject,  “Following  Jesus.” 

The  superintendent  was  at  his  best,  and  his 
sermon  was  a  masterpiece.  May  God’s  choice 
blessings  be  upon  the  Rev.  Gilder.  The  su¬ 
perintendent  was  paid  in  full. — J.  W.  Walker, 
Reporter. 

JEANERETTE,  LA. 


St.  Peter  Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  The 
fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  Sep¬ 
tember  23-26.  The  Lord  blessed  us  with  fine 
weather,  and  the  leaders  made  excellent  re¬ 
ports.  The  business  of  the  Conference  was 
carried  out  briefly  by  our  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  Rev.  Hubbard  Daniels.  Though 
our  work  has  been  retarded  by  the  flood,  yet 
the  reports  were  good.  The  Rev.  Daniels 
preached  a  great  sermon  from  the  text,  “Many 
are  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous,  but  the 
Lord  will  deliver  them  out  of  them  all.”  It 
was  really  a  spiritual  benediction.  The  com¬ 
mittee,  composed  of  Sisters  Edna  Little,  Su¬ 
sie  Payton,  Ella  Alexander,  Pennie  Lander, 
Rosa  Evans,  Doretha  Martin,  and  others, 
manifested  great  interest  in  the  reception  that 
was  given.  Club  No.  1,  Sister  Mary  Ed¬ 
wards,  reported  $8.60;  No.  6,  Sister  Rosa 
Evans,  $10.  A  week’s  campmeeting  ended  in 
success.  The  Quarterly  Conference  requested 
the  return  of  the  pastor  for  another  year. 
He  is  working  hard  to  make  the  church  what 
it  ought  to  be.— Charlie  Carroll,  Reporter. 


PALMETTO,  GA. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
in  Harris  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
October  1  and  2,  1927,  with  our  beloved  dis¬ 
trict  sujierintendent,  the  Rev.  R.  T.  Jackson, 
in  the  chair.  All  reports  were  in  advance  of 
1926.  The  superintendent  preached  a  soul¬ 
stirring  sermon  Sunday  morning  from  the 
Book  of  John;  subject,  “The  Only  Remedy 
for  Sin:  the  Blood  of  Christ.”  The  sermon 
filled  our  hearts.  After  which  the  doors  of 
the  church  were  opened,  and  three  joined  the 
church.  We  paid  our  district  superintendent 
in  full.  During  the  meeting  we  raised  $63.36. 
Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Jones,  is  busy 
on  his  work. — Mrs.  Alice  H.  Klng-Jackson, 
Reporter. 


PHILADELPHIA,  MISS. 


The  third  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Philadelphia  charge  was  held  at  St.  Mark 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Stallo,  Miss., 
September  17.  Dr.  D.  L.  Morgan,  district 
superintendent,  called  the  Conference  to  or¬ 
der  at  2  P.  M.  After  timely  remarks  were 
made  on  the  program  of  the  church.  Prof. 

W.  E.  Perryman  was  elected  secretary.  The 
roll  was  called  and  most  of  the  officers  were  , 
present  with  good  reports,  which  showed  the 
charge  to  be  in  good  condition.  The  stew-  j 
ards’  report  showed  that  they  had  paid  the  i 
pastor  this  quarter  $419.89;  raised  during  the  ] 
business  session,  $72.60.  Dr,  Morgan  was  at  ( 
his  best  and  preached  a  wonderful  sermon.  i 
— ^The  Rev.  E.  W.  Rogers,  Pastor;  Maggie 
Moten,  Reporter.  t 


RICHMOND,  KY. 

The  second  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
East  End  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
held  at  Richmond,  Ky.,  September  21.  The 

...aa  mm  W>  W  WW  ▼  _ 


district  superintendent.  Rev.  L.  E.  Jordan, 
was  present  and  preached  an  excellent  ser¬ 
mon.  A  representative  audience  was  present. 
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I  Schedule  of  Annual  Conferences,  Fall  1927 

Conference  Place  -  * 

II  Ardmore,  Okla, 

North  Carolina  Greensboro,  N.  C. 

T  Galveston,  Tex. 

Antonio,  Tex. 

LitUe  Little  Ark. 

II  Blackshear,  Ga. 

South  Carolina  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Atlanta  McDonough,  Ga. 


835 


Date 
October  28 
October  26 
November  23 
November  80 
November  80 
December  1 
December  6 
December  14 


Bishop 

Clair 

Jones 

Jones 

Jones 

Clair 

Richardson 

Richardson 

Richardson 


Communion  Service  Outfits 


Individual,  the  present  day 
method — cleanly  and  sanitary. 
A  more  impressive  service. 
oMutiful  sets  at  reasonable 
prices.  Write  for  catalog. 

DeMouUn  Broa.  A  Co.,  Dept  42,  Greenvils,  !■. 


and  all  were  lifted  upon  a  higher  plain,  spirit- 
•  V  finished  speaking.  On  the 

third  Sunday  in  last  month,  the  annual  rally 
was  conducted  at  the  East  End  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  at  which  time  the  trustees 
were  able  to  meet  their  payment  on  the  par- 

1  largest  amount  was  raised 
by  Club  No.  1,  of  which  Mr.  Arthur  Reid  was 
captain,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Laura  Chenault. 
The  stewards  had  a  series  of  preaching  serv- 
ices  for  the  benefit  of  the  parsonage,  Sep¬ 
tember  27,  promoted  by  Miss  Sallie  C.  White, 
which  was  quite  successful. — Rev.  E.  E 
Hamblen,  Pastor. 


*  I.I.’  know  not 

what  they  do.  Fifty-five  partook  of  the 

^rd  8  Supper.  We  also  had  many  visitors 
from  other  charges  and  circuits,  among  whom 
Chuman,  Miss  Finley,  the  Rev.  P. 
A.  Thoma^  and  Prof.  Roberson,  principal 
at  Coosa  County  Training  School.  Collec¬ 
tion  for  the  session  was  $61.  Pray  for  our 
success.— Miss  Sarah  Holt,  Reporter. 


I  K r  REE 

y«  iMwl  Uf  SrlWtUNC  nmMMSiv^ 

?**®^£S%!rv£S**>S2J0.  Have, oon MtUaS.  Pta.  Honahld. 
Sirov  raXB.  STiaUNC  OO.  NR  o«t  liai.TlMnaK,  Mn 


STATE  LINE,  MISS. 

Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Pleasant  Ridge  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  with  the  pastor.  Rev.  Sam  Hards, 
presiding.  Owing  to  a  mistake  in  the  date, 
the  district  superintendent  could  not  be  pres- 
ent,  but  we  had  with  us  Mrs.  Smith,  the  wife 
of  the  superintendent,  who  made  a  splendid 
address  on  “Co-operation.”  Most  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  were  present  with  splendid  reports.  The 
district  superintendent’s  salary  was  raised  in 


TITUS,  ALA. 

Quyterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Rivers  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Septraber  17  and  18,  with  the  district  super¬ 
intendent  Rev.  J.  C.  Chuman,  in  the  c^ir. 
The  good  mem^rs  spared  no  pains  in  en¬ 
tertaining  the  Conference.  Seemingly,  the 
brethren  have  taken  on  new  inspiration  to¬ 
ward  the  good  cause.  On  Sunday  the  Rev. 
human  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  that 
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TYLERTOWN,  MISS. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
October  1,  2,  with  Dr.  G.  W.  Coleman  pre¬ 
siding.  On  October  I,  at  2  P.  M.,  the  busi¬ 
ness  session  was  held  and  most  of  the  officers 
were  present  and  made  good  reports.  On 
Sunday  the  superintendent  preached  an  in¬ 
spiring  sermon  at  11  A.  M.  at  Oak  Grove 
Church.  After  the  sermon  he  made  some 
timely  remarks  concerning  the  benevolence 
of  the  church.  Raised  during  the  quarterly 
meeting,  $40.30;  paid  superintendent  in  full; 
raised  during  the  quarter,  $314.49.  Our  re- 
vival  was  conducted  at  Pratt’s  Chapel 
Church,  Tyl^own,  the  fourth  Sunday  in 
September.  The  Rev.  E.  W.  Middleton,  who 
always  stands  ready  to  plead  with  the  un¬ 
saved,  preached  great  sermons  durintr  the 
meeting.  On  Tuesday  the  Rev.  H.  E.  Mor- 
gan,  p^tor  of  Summitt  and  Magnolia  Meth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  arrived  and  joined 
m  the  meeting,  and  there  was  a  great  revival 
He  preached  great  sermons, 
which  were  enjoyed  by  all  who  heard  him. 
Five  precious  souls  were  added  to  the  church, 
lotal  amount  raised  was  $60.  We  thank  aU 

**’®**’  co-operation. 

•  Middleton,  Pastor;  Thom- 

asme  Middleton,  Reporter. 


CHURCH  FURNITURE 

«UL  EveryAmg/or  Church  md  SuntUy  School  _ 
J  ]  uti.  PromPoctorytoYou.  FiHecauhg^  B 
L  I  DeMoulin  Bros.  &  Co. 


L  I  oniB*  MB 

1143  Sondl4tfaSt-  GfenmlU,  f*  P 


TOBAGTO  P**  Snuff  H«bl* 


PLEASANT  ROOT 

Ineiyensively  overcomes  any  tobacco  or 
snuff  habit.  Not  medicine.  Send  address. 

J.  O.  STOKES,  Mohawk,  Florida. 


THREE  TEACHERS,  one  male  and  two 
female,  want  schools  to  teach.  Experienced, 
first-grade  certificates.  Address:  Teacher. 
Box  733,  Conroe,  Texas. 


Reports  of  District  Conferences 


GREENSBORO 

District  of  the  North  Caro- 
®  prosperous  year 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Morris.  He 
enjoys  the  hearty  support  of  the  pastors  and 
the  membership.  This  is  his  second  time  to 
serve  the  district,  and  the  people  know  him 

that  **ii*r  ^1™’  counsel  are  such 

that  all  feel  safe  in  following  him.  The  dis¬ 
trict  is  rallying  to  put  itself  in  the  very 
front  rank  of  all  the  districts  of  this  area. 

Revivals,  World  Service— in  fact,  all  phases 
of  church  life  come  in  for  their  full  share 
of  emphasis.  When  our  Di.strict  Conference 
was  held  at  Wesley  Chapel  in  July,  the  re- 
Service  collection  was  then 
almost  $2,000.  The  Conference  was  a  ereat 
evangelistic  movement.  Sermons  were 

preached  that  moved  the  people  to  high  re¬ 
solves  and  deep  determinations.  A  galaxy  of 
Visitors  from  the  other  districts  were  present 
and  gave  value  to  the  good  impressions  which 
were  made  on  that  fine  and  wide-awake  rural 
church.  R.  G.  Morris,  son  of  the  superin¬ 
tendent,  was  present  with  a  full  stock  of 
^formation  about  the  field  work,  and  he  fur- 
nshed  us  with  much  matter  for  local  use. 
rtis  airplane  view  of  the  disastrous  flood 
enamly  must  have  increased  the  aid  for  the 
•ufferers. 

There  are  three  churches  on  this  district 
nat  deserve  special  mention.  These  churches 
lecd  help.  They  should  get  it  not  only  from 
ne  other  churches  of  this  district,  but  from 
he  districts  of  the  whole  Conference.  First, 
Varren  Chapel,  situated  in  West  Greensboro, 

»  a  section  of  the  city  rapidly  being  occu- 
Jed  by  wealthy  white  people  whom  our  peo- 
*e  serve,  should  be  completed  and  paid  for. 
t  will  serve  those  people  who,  on  account  of 
ne  kind  of  work  they  do,  cannot  go  long 


distances  to  services,  and  who  will  certainly 
show  their  appreciation  of  the  gospel. 

becond,  the  church  in  East  Greensboro  has 
been  recently  reconstructed,  and  already,  be- 
cause  of  its  attractive  building  and  increased 
mcilities,  IS  causing  the  people  to  flock  to  it. 
there  is  no  reason  why  this  church  should  not 
grow  rapidly,  as  our  people  are,  for  the  most 
part,  buying  and  building  homes  all  around 
city  the  Negroes’  section  of  the 

S’  I’’®  Norfolk,  Va.,  costing 

$30,000,  should  be  encouraged.  This  church 
gives  us  an  opening  in  the  great  tide-water 
section’  where  our  people  live  in  hundred.-:  of 
thousands,  and  where  for  year^  we  have  done 
very  little  to  get  hold  of  them  and  help  them. 
Our  next  District  Conference  will  convene  in 
this  church,  and  we  hope  it  will  be  the  big¬ 
gest  and  best  one  we  have  ever  held. 

There  are  others  worthy  of  mention,  but 
these  three  seem  to  come  first  in  the  order 
of  consideration.  Our  hope  is  to  lead  the 
districts  of  the  Conference  in  the  advance 
of  World  Service  coIlection.s,  the  number  of 
Southwesterns  taken,  and  the  growth  in 
membership.— S.  A.  Peeler,  Reporter. 


PHILADELPHIA 

Dn  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  of  October,  in  the 
Franklin  Street  Church,  Cape  May,  N.  J., 
District  Conference  of  the 
Philadeljihia  District  of  the  Delaware  Con¬ 
ference  convened. 

Words^  fail  us  when  we  attempt  to  tell  of 
the  inspiration  we  received  there  or  fully 
evaluate  the  information  which  was  given. 
All  the  devotional  services  were  of  a  high 
spiritual  nature.  Truly  for  awhile  we  did 
abide  on  the  mount. 

The  first  business  session  was  devoted  to 


organization,  roll  call,  and  appointment  of 
committees,  followed  by  reports  from  local 
preachers  and  exhorters.  A  great  deal  of 
information  was  received  from  the  papers 
fead  by  the  Rev.  L.  S.  Moore  and  Mrs.  Lulu 
Wilson  on  the  subject,  “The  Conditions  Nec¬ 
essary  to  Qualify  One  for  Local  Deacons’  or 
Local  Elders’  Orders,”  Discussion  was 
opened  by  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Williams. 

At  the  evening  session  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Mar¬ 
tin  presided.  Devotions  were  conducted  by 
^ke  Rev.  J.  N.  C.  Davis.  Next  the  following 
addresses  of  welcome  were  given:  On  behalf 
of  the  church,  Mrs.  Alice  Johnson;  on  behalf 
of  other  denominations,  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Cas¬ 
per,  pastor  of  Allen  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church;  on  behalf  of  Cape  May  City, 
City  Manager  P.  A.  Volcker.  The  response 
to  these  addresses  was  made  by  the  Rev.  D. 

Hargis,  D.D.  At  this  hour  we  listened 
with  rapt  attention  to  the  annual  sermon  by 
Dr.  J.  T.  Fletcher,  from  the  text  found  in 
Matt.  16.  24.  Music  was  furnished  by  Frank¬ 
lin  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  choir. 
District  Superintendent  W.  C.  Thompson 
made  a  very  fervent  appeal  for  someone  to 
surrender  his  or  her  life  to  Jesus  Christ  and 
others  to  more  fully  consecrate  their  lives  to 
His  service.  This  service  was  accompanied 
by  a  glorious  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

We  began  the  second  day  with  morning 
watch,  led  by  Miss  Laura  Jones  and  Mrs. 
Lola  Arrington.  After  breakfast  the  holy 
communion  was  conducted  by  Dr.  W.  C. 
Thompson,  after  which  we  felt  better  fitted 
for  the  day’s  work.  Reports  from  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  and  pastors  were  read. 

The  paper  read  by  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Henry 
on  “Proper  Kind  of  Religious  Education  and 
Training  for  the  Youth  of  To-day”  was  in¬ 
tensely  interesting,  and  contained  a  great 
deal  of  valuable  information  for  those  who 
are  concerned  about  the  religious  training  of 
the  youth.  The  discussion  was  opened  in  a 
very  efficient  and  intelligent  way  by  the  Rev. 

E.  H.  Crampton.  This  discussion,  because 
of  Its  nature,  was  a  very  lively  one.  Reports 
were  heard  from  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ents,  Epworth  League  presidents,  directors  of 
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religloiu  education,  and  social  and  recrea¬ 
tional  directors. 

The  afternoon  devotions  were  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  J.  L.  Sawyer,  followed  by  rraorts 
from  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Socie¬ 
ties,  dass  leaders,  and  district  stewards.  We 
were  favored  with  an  address  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Levitt,  who  represented  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension.  The 
next  hour  was  given  to  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Sodety  for  a  special  program.  In 
the  absence  of  the  president,  Mrs.  H  Bundy, 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Clark  resided.  Addresses  were 
delivered  by  Mrs.  Frances  Minus,  who  used 
“Friendship  Home”  as  her  theme,  and  Miss 
B.  F.  Magee,  who  stressed  the  financial  side 
of  the  work.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Bond’s  address 
on  the  subject,  “The  Class  Leader  a  Neces¬ 
sity  for  the  Ideal  Church,”  was  indeed  il¬ 
luminating,  and  proved  to  us  that  the  class 
leader’s  work  is  of  vital  importance. 

The  evening  session  began  with  devotions, 
led  by  Mr.  O.  F.  Barton,  with  the  Rev.  W.  B. 
Perry,  Ph.D.,  presiding;  address  by  Prin¬ 
cipal  T.  H.  Kiah,  of  Princess  Ann  Junior 
College.  The  Rev.  A.  J.  Mitchell,  D.D.,  spoke 
on  the  subject,  “The  Morgan  College  Cru¬ 
sade.”  The  music  bv  Allen  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  choir  was  soul-stirring 
and  inspiring. 

The  last  day  of  our  Conference  began  with 
heartfelt  devotion^,  led  by  the  Rev.  E.  F. 
Morris.  Morning  message,  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  L.  S.  Perry,  was  from  the  subject,  “The 
Potter  and  the  Clay.” 

“Christian  Stewardship  of  Possessions” 
was  presented  by  the  Rev.  F.  J.  Handy,  D.D., 
in  a  very  forceful  manner.  The  Rev.  T.  H. 
Woodly,  superintendent  of  the  Wilmington 
District,  spoke  on  “Stewardship  of  Person¬ 
ality.”  The  subject  of  “Evangelism”  was 
presented  to  us  from  four  different  angles — 
“Personal  Evangelism,”  by  the  Rev.  J.  R.  H. 
Matthews;  “Mass  Evai^lism,”  by  the  Rev. 
Wm.  Goldsborough ;  “Evangelism  in  Social 
Service,”  by  Miss  Rosalie  L.  Green;  “Evan¬ 
gelism  Among  Young  People,”  by  the  Rev. 
F.  H.  Butler,  D.D. 

In  the  afternoon  an  inspirational  address 
was  given  by  the  Rev.  Gibbs,  missionary  to 
China.  Fraternal  addresses  were  delivered 
by  the  delegates  from  the  various  districts: 
the  Rev.  F.  H.  Quinn,  Eastern  District;  the 
Rev.  F.  O.  T.  Laws,  Wilmington  District; 
Dr.  J.  H.  Scott,  Salisbury  District;  the  Rev. 
H.  T.  Johnson,  New  York  District.  The  re¬ 
sponse  was  made  by  the  Rev.  W.  P.  Perry, 
Ph.D.,  of  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.  The  cause 
of  the  Delaware  Conference  home  was 
brought  before  us  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Simmons. 
After  three  busy  and  inspiring  days  we  came 
to  our  closing  session,  with  the  Rev.  C.  S. 
Sprigg  presiding.  As  it  should  be,  a  very 
high  spiritual  note  was  sounded  in  the  de¬ 
votions  of  this  hour,  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
H.  R.  Coleman.  The  cause  of  Pensions  and 
Relief  was  presented  to  us  by  the  Rev.  J.  R. 
Waters,  D.D.,  Conference  agent  for  this 
board. 

The  closing  sermon  was  delivered  by  that 
matchless  orator  of  the  race,  the  Rev.  Charles 
A.  Tindley,  D.D.  The  report  of  a  commit¬ 
tee  on  resolutions  was  heard  and  adopted. 
Music  was  furnished  by  the  Franklin  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  choir,  which  in¬ 
spired  our  hearts  and  encouraged  us  to  go 
forth  to  render  more  and  better  service  for 
our  Lord  and  Master. — Mrs.  Clarice  Walker, 
Reporter. 

Obituaries 

BRYANT — Luella  Bryant,  a  faithful  mem¬ 
ber  of  Union  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Inverness,  Miss.,  died  May  80,  1927, 
in  full  triumph  of  faith.  Sally  Hopkins, 
also  a  member  of  Union  Grove,  died  August 
18,  1927.  Both  were  consistent  Christians 
and  faithful  to  their  church.  Servants  of 
God,  well  done! — M.  Coleman,  Reporter. 

FRANKLIN — Sister  Nannie  Franklin,  a 
faithful  member  of  Dailey  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  departed  this  life  August  M, 
19^.  She  ^ed  as  she  lived,  a  consistent 
Christian.  The  funeral  was  preached  by  the 
pastor,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  I.  Jadcson,  of 
the  Baptist  Church. — The  Rev.  Peter  P. 
Wright,  Pastor;  Miss  Bulah  Woods,  Re¬ 
porter. 


1!!^  Okolona  Industrial  School 

OKOLONA,  MISSISSIPPI 
**2S  Years  of  Service  to  Negro  Youth** 
COURSES: 

NORMAL  COMMERCIAL  GRAMMAR  NURSE  TRAINING 
MUSIC  (Vocal  and  Instrumental)  12  TRADES  and  INDUSTRIES 

Beautiful  campus  and  grotmds,  consisting  of  380  acres.  Buildings 
electrically  lighted  and  steam  heated.  Well-prepared  faculty  from  leading 
colleges  of  country.  Expenses  range  from  $8.00  to  $12.50  per  month. 
School  opens  October  4,  1927. 

For  Furthor  Information,  Addrmam 

MRS.  EFFIE  T.  BATTLE,  Acting  President 
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GIBSON — ^Malveria  Gibson  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  12,  1909;  was  converted  and  joined  the 
church  in  1916,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
high  school  in  1926.  She  was  a  worthy  stu¬ 
dent  and  was  loved  by  all  of  her  classmates 
and  friends.  She  lived  a  consistent  Chris¬ 
tian  life  and  was  the  ideal  of  her  home.  Miss 
Gibson  passed  from  labor  to  reward  June  80, 
1927,  at  Smithville,  Miss.  The  pastor.  Rev. 
Brown,  was  absent  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
and  the  funeral  was  conducted  by  Dr.  J.  M. 
Marsh.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing  a 
father,  four  sisters,  five  brothers,  and  a  host 
of  friends. — The  Rev.  S.  S.  Brown,  Pastor. 

SMITH— The  Rev.  J.  W.  Smith,  a  faithful 
member  of  Locust  Bluff  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Booth,  Ala.,  fell  asleep  in  Jesus 
August  10,  1927.  He  was  a  local  deacon  for 
fifteen  years,  and  was  used  as  a  supply  pas¬ 
tor  for  seven  years,  and  gave  great  satisfac¬ 
tion.  He  died  in  full  triumph  of  faith,  leav¬ 
ing  a  wife,  one  son,  nine  grandchildren,  four 
brothers,  two  sisters,  and  a  host  of  friends 
to  mourn  their  loss.  The  pastor.  Rev.  J.  T. 
M.  WiUls,  oflSciated.-^H.  B.  Smith. 

WILLIAMS— Brother  Willie  Williams,  aged 
fifty-seven  years,  died  August  11,  1927,  at 
his  home,  Pelahatchie,  Miss  He  leaves 
father,  mother,  wife,  daughter,  two  sons,  two 
sisters,  brother,  and  a  host  of  other  relatives 
and  friends  to  mourn  his  passing.  He  was 
a  faithful  member  of  little  Zion  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  many  years,  and  a 
local  preacher,  district  steward,  and  trustee 
when  he  died.  He  was  highly  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him.  He  was  ill  for  about  four 
months,  and  was  given  the  best  possible  care, 
but  death  took  him  from  his  labors.  The  fu¬ 
neral  was  conducted  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev. 
J.  A.  Patterson,  and  the  Rev.  H.  Lacy,  of 
the  Baptist  Church. — Reporter. 


Marriage 


HART— PERRY.  Mr.  WiUard  I.  Hart,  of 
Chicago,  Ill.,  son  of  the  late  Dr.  H.  B.  Hart, 
was  happily  married  to  Miss  Annie  L.  Perry, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  M.  ET  Perry,  of  the 
Upper  Mississippi  Conference,  September  21, 
1927,  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  father.  Mr. 
Hart  is  postal  employee  at  the  Chicago  (Ill.) 
post  office,  and  Miss  Perry  is  a  public  school 
teacher  in  Leflora  County,  Miss.  They  left 
for  their  future  home,  Chicago,  Ill.,  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  marriage.  A  large  number 
of  friends  were  present,  white  and  colored. 
Quite  a  large  number  of  presents  were  given. 
The  Rev.  J.  W.  Winbush  was  the  officiating 
ministei'. — Hattie  L.  Winbush,  Reporter. 

Special  Notices 

The  amount  raised  at  the  Forest  City  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  was  $761,  instead  of  $161, 
as  previously  reported. 

The  Clarksdale  District  Conference  will 
convene  at  Minter  City,  Miss.,  November  8-13, 
1927. — Rev.  C.  W.  Butler,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

The  second  session  of  the  Holly  Springs 
District  Conference,  Sunday  school,  laymen, 
Woman’s  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Con¬ 
vention  will  convene  in  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Sardis,  Miss.,  November 
14rl9,  1927,  the  Rev.  N.  O.  Griffin,  pastor; 
the  Rev.  A.  D.  Cole,  district  superintendent 

The  second  semi-annual  District  Confer¬ 
ence,  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society. 
Sunday  School  and  Laymen’s  Conventions  of 
the  Tupelo  District,  Upper  Mississippi  Conj 
ference,  will  be  held  in  Lifeboat  Method!^ 
Episcopal  Church,  Aberdeen,  Miss.,  Novel#*'' 
ber  8-18,  1927.— Rev.  B.  W.  Wynn,  District 
Superintendent. 
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/  Would  See  Jesus 


We  would  see  Jesus!  We  would  look  upon 
The  light  in  that  divinely  human  face. 

Where  lofty  majesty  and  tender  grace 
In  blended  beauty  shone. 

We  would  see  Jesus,  and  would  hear  again 
The  voice  that  charmed  the  thousands  by  the  sea, 
Spoke  peace  to  sinners,  set  the  captives  free. 

And  eased  the  sufferers’  pain. 

We  would  see  Jesus,  yet  not  Him  alone — 

But  see  ourselves  as  in  our  Maker’s  plan; 

And  in  the  beauty  of  the  Son  of  man 
See  man  upon  his  throne. 

c 

We  would  see  Jesus,  and  let  Him  impart 
The  truth  He  came  among  us  to  reveal. 

Till  in  the  gracious  message  we  should  feel 
The  beating  of  God’s  heart. 

— W.  J.  SucKOW,  w/‘The  Christian  Century." 
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Tennessee  Conference 
Appointments 


DIXON  DISTRICT 
R.  A.  Doweix,  Dittriet  Superintendent, 
Shelbyville,  Tenn. 

Clifton,  J.  F.  Neal.  Columbia,  B,  J. 
Meredith.  Cumberland  Furnace,  Wm.  Harris. 
Dickson,  T.  B.  Blackman.  Dover,  E.  T.  Er¬ 
vin.  Farmington,  H.  J.  Johnson.  Franklin, 
D.  J.  Mitchell.  Howard  Ct.,  L.  C  Maple. 
Lawrenceburg,  Wm.  Neal.  Lewisburg,  B. 
J.  Hudson.  Lexington,  Asariah  Hansom. 
Mansfield,  S.  P.  McDonald.  Mount  Pleas¬ 
ant,  W.  H.  Jackson.  Paris  Ct.,  Monzell 
Smith.  Shelbyville,  D.  T.  Burch.  Spring 
Hill,  Andrew  Springer.  Springville  Ct.,  T. 
T.  Teague. 

NASHVILLE  DISTRICT 
W.  B.  Crenshaw,  District  Superintendent, 
140  Hermitage  Ave.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Brentwood,  J.  B.  Booth.  Brierville,  Sam¬ 
uel  Redmond.  Gallatin,  J.  H.  Houston. 
Hartsville,  J.  H.  Johnson.  Lebanon,  J.  W. 
Saterfleld.  Lebanon  Ct.,  S.  M.  Carmichael. 
Mitchellville,  P.  B.  Tyree.  Mt.  Pisgah,  J. 
W.  Wade.  Nashville:  Braden  Memorial,  F. 
N.  Colier;  Clark  Memorial,  G.  W.  Lewis; 
Gordon  Memorial,  H.  P.  Gordon;  Gordon 
Mission,  S.  W.  Cothran;  Hubbard  Chapel,  W. 
D.  Frierson;  John  Wesley,  H.  H.  Jones; 
Patterson  Memorial,  J.  D.  McCord;  Seay 
Chapel,  W.  E.  Mitchdl.  Nolensville,  S.  T. 
Miller.  North  Lebanon  Ct.,  M.  D.  Dilli- 
hunter.  Springfield,  W.  T.  C.  Travis. 


— Mrs.  J.  R.  Ross,  wife  of  the  Rev.  J.  R. 
Ross,  district  superintendent  of  Vicksburg 
District,  Mississippi  Conference,  has  recently 
been  elected  to  the  principalship  of  the  Prince 
Street  School,  Natcnes,  Miss. 

— The^  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Rucker  have  is¬ 
sued  invitations  announcing  the  approaching 
marriage  of  their  daughter  Hattie,  to  Mr. 
Kermit  Smith,  Sunday  evening,  November  20, 
1927,  at  7.80  o’clock  at  King’s  Chapel  Church, 
Edwards,  Miss. 

— ^The  Central  Alabama  Conference,  in  ses¬ 
sion  at  Anniston,  Ala.,  October  20-23,  elected 
the  foUowing  General  Conference  delegates: 
Ministerial — EL  M.  Jones,  representative 
Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief,  New  Orleans, 
La.;  J.  W.  Thomas,  pastor,  Huntsville,  Ala. 
Reserves — C.  L.  Dunn,  S.  C.  Walker.  Lay — 
W.  L.  Brown,  M.D.,  L.  W.  Lynn.  Reserves 
— Mrs.  I.  B.  Points,  W.  J.  Echols. 

— Delegates  elected  to  forthcoming  General 
Conference  thus  far  from  colored  Confer¬ 
ences  held  up  to  this  writing,  are:  East  Ten¬ 
nessee  Conference — President  Judson  S.  Hill, 
Morristown  Normal  and  Industrial  College; 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Forrest.  Tennessee  Conference — 
Dr.  Geo.  W.  Lewis,  pastor  Clark  Memorial; 
Dr.  S.  M.  Utley,  W.  M.  Copeland,  and  W. 
D.  Hawkins.  Louisiana  Conference — Dr.  Cal¬ 
vin  B.  Stanley,  pastor  First  Church;  District 
Superintendent  H.  Daniels;  and  Dr.  W.  S. 
Chinn,  pastor  Wesley;  Thaddeus  Taylor, 
M.D.,  A.  L.  Fleet,  and  President  Matthew  S. 
Davage,  of  Clark  University. 

— An  evidence  of  Christian  fraternity  is  shown 
by  Southern  California  Conference  in  its  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Shaw,  pastor  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Chapel,  Los  Angeles,  one  of  the  delegates 
to  General  Conference  in  Kansas  City  next 
May.  Evidently  that  section  of  the  church 
does  not  believe  in  color  discrimination 
against  ability  and  character.  Bishop  Francis 
J.  McConnell  was  presiding.  As  far  as  he 
was  concerned  the  bishop  would  have  wel¬ 
comed  the  election  of  even  another  colored 
member  of  the  Conference  of  Dr.  Shaw’s  gen¬ 
eral  fitness  had  the  Conference  chosen  to  do 
so.  We  recall  that  one  other  Conference,  the 
New  York,  did  a  similar  thing  in  1920.  It 
sent  the  late  Dr.  W.  H.  Brooks  to  Des  Moines, 
and  he  wore  the  honor  with  becoming  dignity 
and  culture. 


Springfield  Ct.,  M.  S.  Johnson.  (All  ap¬ 
pointments  are  in  Tennessee.)  S.  M.  Utley, 
rofessor  in  Meharry  Medical  College,  mem- 
er  of  John  Wesley  Quarterly  Conference. 

MEMPHIS  DISTRICT 
J.  O.  Dixon,  District  Superintendent, 

663  Alston  Ave.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 
Alamo,  E.  F.  Douglass.  Capleville,  S.  P. 
Walker;  Dyersburg,  I.  R.  Sumner.  Fulks, 
J.  D.  Moore.  Gallaway,  Frenk  Teele.  Hud¬ 
son  Grove,  L.  P.  M.  Robinson.  Kenton  and 
Sherron,  J.  H.  Walker.  Lucy,  D.  E.  Sim¬ 
mons.  Martin,  J.  S.  Hughlett.  Mason,  A. 
D.  Butler.  Memphis:  Bethel,  A.  L.  Nelson; 
Centenary,  E.  J.  Cox;  Warren  and  Jackson 
Mission,  T.  W.  Davis.  Pleasant  Grove,  J.  E. 
Ford.  Selma,  A.  B.  Thompson.  Union  City, 
J.  P.  Price. 

MURFREESBORO  DISTRICT 
J.  T.  Pattillo,  District  Superintendent 
Cherry  Valley,  Reuben  Robinson.  Cooke¬ 
ville,  J.  C.  Nance.  Deckerd,  J.  W.  Betty. 
Dilton  Ct.,  J.  R.  Gray.  Gordonville,  R.  D. 
Granville.  Lancester  and  Rock  Springs,  A. 
C.  Hicks.  Liberty  and  Alexandria,  J.  A.  W. 
Moore.  Livingston,  T.  S.  Wood.  McMinn¬ 
ville,  H.  E.  Erwin.  McMinnville  Ct.,  E.  F. 
Carter.  Manchester,  D.  L.  Edwards.  Mur¬ 
freesboro,  L.  A.  Aribstrong.  Murfreesboro 
Ct.,  Nathaniel  Smith.  Smyrna  Ct.,  L.  K. 
Hawkins.  Sparta,  W.  F.  Waters.  Sparta 
Ct.,  J.  H.  Devilin.  Tullahoma,  J.  A.  Burnley. 


— Drew  Theological  Seminary  will  be  sixty 
years  old  Sunday,  November  6.  That  the 
seminary,  after  its  brilliant  history  during 
threescore  years,  may  be  equipped  for  largest 
usefulness  to  the  church,  its  birthday  is  to  be 
used  for  the  opening  of  the  campaign  for  two 
million  dollars  for  additional  buildings  and 
endowment.  By  faithfulness  and  successes  in 
the  work  for  which  she  was  called  into  be¬ 
ing  by  the  church.  Drew  merits  the  heartiest 
and  most  generous  support  of  the  church  at 
large  that  the  campaign  may  realize  the  en¬ 
dowment  goal.  Methodism  has  no  more  de¬ 
voted  and  worthy  workman  in  any  of  her  in¬ 
stitutions  than  President  Tipple.  May  the 
crushing  financial  handicap  be  forever  re¬ 
moved  from  his  shoulders  by  the  successful 
issue  of  this  campaign. 

— At  the  General  Conference  held  in  Boston 
in  1852,  four  men  were  consecrated  bishops. 
These  were  Levi  Scott,  Matthew  Simpson, 
Osmon  C.  Baker,  and  Edward  R.  Ames.  One 
of  that  number,-  Bishop  Osmon  C.  Baker,  in 
the  year  1866  organized  the  South  Carolina 
Conference  in  Zion  Presbyterian  Church  on 
Calhoun,  Street,  Charleston,  S.  C.  In  com¬ 
memoration  of  that  historic  fact,  the  Con¬ 
ference  will  observe  the  sixtieth  anniversary 
of  its  organization,  December  8,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  its  regular  annual  session  at  Charles¬ 
ton,  commencing  December  6.  The  program, 
which  provides  for  morning,  afternoon,  and 
evening  exercises,  promises  to  be  a  rare  his¬ 
torical  treat.  Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson  de¬ 
livers  the  devotional  address  at  the  opening 
exercise  at  old  Bethel  Church,  the  Rev.  J.  A. 
Curry,  pastor.  At  Wesley  Church  in  the 
afternoon.  President  Randolph  and  Dean 
Pearson  will  speak  on  the  Claflin  College  in 
the  life  of  the  Conference.  Quite  appro¬ 
priately  Dr.  Dunton  will  preside  and  make 
the  appeal  for  the  endowment  rally  for 
Claflin.  Dr.  M.  J.  Holmes,  educational  di¬ 
rector  of  colored  schools,  is  also  expected  to 
address  the  meeting.  At  this  church  also  will 
occur  the  anniversary  banquet.  The  Rev.  J. 
C.  Gibbes  is  entertaining  pastor.  The  eve¬ 
ning  section  of  the  anniversary  program 
bristles  with  interest.  It  will  be  held  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  Church,  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  F.  Page,  pas¬ 
tor,  with  District  Superintendent  L.  G.  Gregg 
presiding.  The  roll  of  the  honored  pioneers, 
now  dead,  who  composed  the  membership  of 


that  first  session  of  the  Conference,  will  be 
called.  It  is  a  short  list  and  sacred,  so  we 
give  it  here:  The  Revs.  L.  Willard  Lewis, 
Alonzo  Webster,  Joseph  Sasportas,  H.  D. 
Owens,  Francis  Smith,  Thomas  Philips,  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Cole,  and  W.  J.  E.  Fripp.  Promi¬ 
nent  visitors  present  at  the  organization  were 
the  Hon.  Lee  Claflin,  of  Boston,  whose  name 
is  perpetuated  in  the  splendid  college  bear¬ 
ing  it;  and  Chaplain  Mansfield  French, 
U.  S.  A.  Bishop  Richardson’s  introductory 
address  will  give  a  most  happy  setting  and 
outline  for  the  following  addresses  of  the  eve¬ 
ning  by  Dr.  Dunton,  Miss  Morrison,  Doc¬ 
tors  Townsend,  Mouzon,  Lowery.  “The  Fu¬ 
ture  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference”  is  the 
title  of  addresses  by  the  Revs.  S.  A.  Funches 
and  S.  M.  Miller. 

— Dr.  Ernest  Lyon,  pastor  of  Ames  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Baltimore,  is  also 
Liberian  Consul-General  to  the  United  States 
of  America.  In  this  latter  capacity  he  repre¬ 
sented  the  Liberian  Government  at  the  Inter¬ 
national  Radio-Telegraph  Convention,  held 
October  4,  1927,  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Building  at  Washington.  The  convention  was 
formulated  in  London  in  1912  and,  until  the 
present  session,  has  never  before  met  outside 
of  the  continent  of  Europe.  At  the  present 
conference  were  delegates  from  more  than 
seventy  nations  and  representatives  from 
forty-one  communication  companies.  The 
program  provided  for  receptions  by  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mrs.  Coolidge,  also  by  the  Secretary 
of  State;  sight-seeing  tours  of  Washington; 
visit  to  New  York  as  guests  of  the  Radio 
Corporation  and  the  National  Broad¬ 
casting  Company;  visit  to  United  States 
Naval  Academy.  On  Saturday,  October  29, 
visit  again  to  New  York  as  guests  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Telephone  Co.  and  Postal  Telegraph  Co. 
On  November  5,  visit  to  Mount  Vernon  and 
Christ  Church,  where  Washington  worshipped. 
On  Tuesday,  November  15,  8.30  P.  M.,  the 
conference  concludes  its  sessions  with  a  fare¬ 
well  banquet  offered  by  Mr.  Hoover,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  conference  and  the  American  dele¬ 
gation.  Welcoming  the  conference.  President 
Coolidge  in  his  address  said:  “This  conference 
recognizes  that  the  radio  has  become  a  great 
influence  in  the  world.  Like  every  invention 
which  increases  the  power  of  man,  it  may  be  i 
used  for  good  or  for  evil.  It  can  serve  the 
cause  of  understanding  and  friendship  among 
people  and  among  nations,  or  it  can  be  used 
to  create  ill  will  and  dissension.  The  world 
will  not  be  benefited  by  this  increase  in  the 
scope  of  its  power  unless  there  is  correspond¬ 
ing  increase  in  moral  development.  Your 
main  object  will  be  to  raise  this  great  in¬ 
dustry  into  the  realm  of  beneficent  public 
service.”  Mr.  Hoover,  speaking  more  spe¬ 
cifically,  said:  “The  fundamental  purposes  of 
this  conference  are  to  arrive  at  such  modifica¬ 
tions  as  may  be  necessary  in  our  existing 
international  treaties  as  will  promote  the 
wider  use,  reduce  the  conflicts,  and  stimulate 
the  further  progress  of  radio  in  international 
communication.” 
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World  Unity  of  the  Churches 


WHOEVER  doubts  that  there  is  on  part  of  the 
world  a  moral  purpose  to  better  itself  must  be  a 
mere  casual  reader  of  events.  That  such  a  pur¬ 
pose  exists  and  is  trying  to  realize  itself  in  the  social  or¬ 
der,  is  eloquently  attested  in  what  has  been  occuring  on 
the  continent  of  Europe  this  year.  Geneva  and  Lausanne 
and  the  things  that  have  just  happened  there  to  promote 
human  betterment  arc  thereby  indelibly  enshrined  in  the 
memory  of  men. 

To  build  an  enduring  world  community  is  the  ideal 
set  by  themselves.  Two  routes  of  approach  are  being  at¬ 
tempted,  with  varying  degrees  of  progress.  Yet  withal, 
the  daring  initiative  itself  is  progress.  Geneva  is  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  co-ordinate  and  federate  the  world’s  political 
factors  and  national  groups  looking  toward  a  coherent 
world  society;  while  Lausanne  is  an  effort  to  i-each  the 
same  goal — a  new  altruistic  ethical  world  society — 
through  a  united  religious  impact  on  public  opinion.  Re¬ 
ligious  impact  there  is ;  but  it  is,  as  in  the  past,  lament¬ 
ably  weakened  by  its  well-nigh  innumerable  divisions  into 
•separate  camps.  It  was  this  gleaming  ideal  reflected 
against  the  dark  shadow  of  the  impotence  of  the  church, 
thiough  her  divisions,  to  make  the  ideal  possible  in  exist¬ 
ing  relationships,  which  constituted  the  moving  challenge 
for  which  the  Lausanne  meeting  was  called  to  prepare. 

Some  five  hundred  representatives  of  moi-e  than  ninety 
independent  churches,  Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox, 
of  fifty  different  nations,  met  at  Lausanne,  Switzerland, 
August  3-21,  to  consider  the  problem  of  church  unity, 
Phe  assembly  s  official  title  was  **W^orld  Conference  on 
Faith  and  Order.”  Of  the  500  delegates  present,  one 
fourth  were  from  the  American  church,  among  whom  were 
nine  bishops.  In  all,  the  various  Methodist  bodies  had 
about  fifty  representatives  present,  some  eighteen  of  these 
being  of  our  own  church.  Noticeably,  leadership  in  the 
conference  was  taken  by  this  country,  which  was  appro¬ 
priate,  inasmuch  as  the  original  idea  of  the  conference 
had  its  genesis  in  America.  Several  things  besides,  render 
this  country  perhaps  more  susceptible  to  the  ideal  of  the 
unification  of  the  churches  of  Christendom.  In  our  rela¬ 
tively  young  nation  orthodoxy  is  not  so  adamantine  as 
in  some  of  the  countries  of  the  staid  East,  where  peculiar 
dogmas  have  held  sway  over  men’s  minds  and  emotions  for 
centuries.  Our  more  homogeneous  population  and  na¬ 
tional  background  make  for  less  clearly  defined  lines  of 
cleavage  in  religious  matters  than  obtain  in  other  sections 
of  the  world.  Historic  prejudices  have  not  here  been  so 
favored  for  growth  and  fruitage  as  in  some  sections  of 
the  world  where  they  have  cumbered  the  soil  and  cursed 
the  life  currents  of  the  people  for  more  than  a  decade 
of  centuries.  It  was  therefore  to  be  expected  that  our 
contribution  to  the  purposes  and  success  of  the  World 
Conference  would  be  notably  outstanding. 

Some  cue  to  the  success  of  the  conference  effort  can  be 
found  in  a  survey  of  the  conference’s  purpose.  Frankness 


on  this  point  would  lead  to  an  admission,  quite  general, 
that  its  purpose  was  ill-defined  or  not  at  all  defined. 
Either  there  was  lack  of  clear  definition  or  the  purpose 
was,  for  strategic  reasons,  kept  in  the  background.  This 
latter  alternative  well-nigh  resulted  in  a  boomerang.  For 
the  promoters  were  forced  to  the  defensive  tactics  of  de¬ 
claring  negatively  the  conference  purpose  in  order  to  off¬ 
set  what  had  been  read  into  the  “call”  by  anticipating 
minds.  Writing  from  the  scene,  at  the  time  the  conference 
sessions  began.  Professor  Soper  said : 

“What  is  this  purpose.^  It  seems  clear  enough  when 
we  are  told  that  it  is  to  discuss  the  problem  of  unity,  but 
for  months  before  the  conference  convened  there  had 
arisen  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  we  were  to 
attempt  to  find  out  wherein  the  churches  differed  or  to 
seek  some  basis  of  agreement  on  the  basis  of  the  common 
ground  on  which  all  Christian  churches  stand  and  have 
stood  from  the  beginning.  This  may  seem  to  be  merely 
a  question  of  method,  but  it  stands  for  a  real  cleavage — 
what  shall  we  go  after  in  our  discussions.?  And  the  dis¬ 
cussions  are  somewhat  hampered  by  failure  to  see  eye  to 
eye  here.” 

And  the  official  press  correspondent,  L.  V.  Gordon, 
promptly  asserts :  ‘‘It  should  be  clearly  understood  that 
the  call  to  the  conference  promised  nothing.  .  .  .  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  threescore  faiths  and  more  have  placed 
themselves  by  the  side  of  their  fellow  Christians  and  have 
looked  not  only  on  their  own  things  but  also  on  the  things 
of  others,  convinced  that  their  one  hope  of  mutual  under¬ 
standing  was  in  taking  personal  counsel  together  in  the 
spirit  of  love  and  forbearance.  That  counsel  has  been 
taken.” 

Better  than  anybody  else,  the  leading  spirit  of  the  con¬ 
ference,  Bishop  Brent,  at  the  close  phrased  what  we  may 
regard  as  the  last  word  expressing  the  purpose  to  be  at¬ 
tained  by  the  ambitious  gathering.  Said  he : 

“This  is  a  conference  summoned  to  consider  matters 
of  faith  and  order.  It  is  emphatically  not  attempting  to 
define  the  conditions  of  future  reunion.  Its  object  is  to 
register  the  apparent  level  of  fundamental  agreements 
within  the  conference  and  the  grave  points  of  disagree¬ 
ments  remaining;  also  to  suggest  certain  lines  of  thought 
which  may  in  the  future  tend  to  a  fuller  measure  of  agree¬ 
ment.” 

Quite  within  the  scope  of  this  purpose  were  the  topics 
which  formed  the  agenda:  1.  The  Call  to  Unity.  2.  The 
Church’s  Message  to  the  World — the  Gospel.  3.  The 
N  ature  of  the  Church.  4,  The  Church’s  Common  Con¬ 
fession  of  Faith.  5.  The  Church’s  Ministry.  6.  The  Sac¬ 
raments.  7.  The  Unity  of  Christendom  and  the  Relations 
Thereto  of  Existing  Churches.  Perhaps  it  were  well  that 
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the  precaution  was  positively  set  up  beforehand  that  the 
several  representatives  had  “no  power  to  commit  or  com¬ 
promise  the  churches  which  they  represent.”  The  con¬ 
ference  possessed  “no  other  mandate  than  to  explore  the 
ground,  exchange  opinions,  discuss  and  estimate  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  report  to  the  churches  that  called  it  into  being,” 
which  findings  it  will  be  within  the  full  prerogative  of  the 
churches  to  accept  or  reject  at  will. 

In  pursuit  of  its  purpose,  circumscribed  by  the  above 
limitations  to  liberty  of  action,  clearly  betraying  the  sec¬ 
tarian  unreadiness  for  that  sacrifice  which  is  requisite  for 
the  consummation  of  any  real  unity  of  the  church,  the 
council  moved  on  toward  the  finality  that  was  inevitable. 
Among  the  disclosures  made  by  this  conference  were  sev¬ 
eral  which  were  decidedly  disagreeable,  while  there  were 
also  others  more  gratifying.  The  spontaneous  and  cre¬ 
ative  thought  forged  in  the  discipline  of  debate  of  the 
moment,  in  the  atmosphere  of  sympathy  and  toleration 
created  by  the  contacts  made  by  those  who  were  eye  to 
eye,  were  checkmated  by  the  consciousness  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  their  powerlessness  to  do  anything  but  to  dis¬ 
cuss  agreements  and  differences.  If  the  sacrosanct,  sect- 
bound  churches  of  the  world  had  empowered  their  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  make  specific  progress  toward  the  desired 
goal,  more  would  have  been  done  than  to  “register  the 
apparent  level  of  fundamental  agreements  within  the  con¬ 
ference  and  the  grave  points  of  disagreement  remaining.” 

What  could  have  been  a  more  distressing  disclosure 
than  the  powerlessness  of  the  conference  to  even  approach 
the  subject  of  united  Christendom.^  “Re-union  of  the 
churches  was  not  promised.  Re-union  of  the  churches  was 
not  considered.”  That  prophetic  journal  of  the  new  so¬ 
cial  order  that  is  yet  to  be  when  Jesus  is  taken  seriously 
by  the  world.  The  Christian  Century,  tells  us  that  “the 
outstanding  subjects  upon  which  the  conference  spent  the 
bulk  of  its  emotion  and  concern  were  the  nature  of  the 
church,  the  question  of  ministerial  orders,  and  the  mean¬ 
ing  and  validity  of  the  sacraments.  Upon  not  one  of  these 
questions  do  we  find  the  mind  of  Christ  troubled,  or  the 
mind  of  the  New  Testament  church.  These  are  all  im¬ 
portations  into  Christianity  partly  from  pagan  sources 
and  partly  by  the  evolution  of  the  ecclesiastical  institu¬ 
tion.” 

What,  too,  could  have  been  more  humiliating  than  the 
evident  presence  of  suspicions  of  integrity  of  each  other 
among  these  groups  of  Christians?  A  noted  Westerner 
characterized  the  Orthodox  Easterners  as  an  incongruous 
element  and  urged  his  brethren  to  “beware  of  the  Greeks 
bearing  gifts.”  Nothing  was  more  subversive  of' the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  conference  than  the  frank  attitude  overshadow¬ 
ing  all  else,  manifest  in  all  the  groups,  not  to  compromise 
their  orthodoxy.  “What  is  evident  to  the  Methodist  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  conference  is  that  without  an  adequate  empha¬ 
sis  on  certain  things  for  which  Methodism  has  consistently 
stood  from  the  beginning  there  can  be  no  unity  which  shall 
be  vital  and  lasting.  If  what  we  believe  and  practice  can¬ 
not  be  brought  to  the  test  of  experience,  a  living,  vital 
experience  of  the  grace  of  God  in  the  human  heart  to¬ 
day,  we  believe  it  is  so  defective  that  it  cannot  be  the 
basis  of  a  united  Christendom.”  Thus  spoke  an  Occidental 
representative.  In  even  more  pronounced  emphasis,  the 
Eastern  Orthodox  Church,  dissenting  from  two  reports, 
religiously  stated,  “We  must  abstain  from  voting  in  favor 
of  the  two  reports  now  ready.  .  .  .  From  matters  of  con¬ 
science  there  is  room  for  no  compromise  in  the  Orthodox 
Church . In  making  it  plain  that  we  have  arrived 
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at  our  decision  only  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  our 
conscience,  we  beg  to  assure  the  conference  that  we  have 
derived  much  comfort  from  tlie  experience  that  although 
divided  by  dogmatic  differences,  we  ai*e  one  with  our  breth¬ 
ren  here  in  faith  in  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.” 

Similarly  the  Lutheran  representatives  presented  a 
carefully  drawn  statement  setting  forth  their  reasons  for 
“not  desiring  a  final  vote  in  the  nature  of  an  adoption 
of  the  reports  for  fear  the  Lutherans  back  home  might 
feel  that  their  essential  position  had  been  given  away. 
Likewise  the  Friends  made  a  declaration,  and  other  dele¬ 
gations,  also  individual  members  of  delegations,  all  striv¬ 
ing  to  guard  their  conscience,  but  insisting  at  the  same 
time  that  a  spirit  of  good  will  was  common  to  all.” 

It  was  revealed  that  even  threats  were  made  by  some 
of  the  groups  that  they  would  withdraw  from  the  confer¬ 
ence  should  insistence  on  certain  points  be  made  unduly. 
These  threats  betray  the  high  tension  of  the  atmosphere 
of  the  assembly. 

Beyond  cavil,  the  most  damaging  indictment  of  the 
conference  and  of  its  historical  backgrounds  was  its  own 
inability  to  record  its  common  loyalties  to  Jesus  Christ  in 
the  one  act  symbolizing  His  continued  presence  among  His 
disciples  in  the  visible  church.  Because  of  the  letter  of 
dogma  and  creed  the  sects  could  not  participate  in  the 
holy  communion.  Neither  believed  sufficiently  in  the  claim 
of  the  other  to  the  presence  of  Jesus  within  the  denomi¬ 
national  limits.  Each  discounted  the  valid  religious  faith 
of  the  other  and  thereby  removed  the  strongest  witness 
which  the  church  can  give  to  the  world — faith  in  itself 
as  a  divine  institution  having  a  divine  mission.  This  ar¬ 
ticle,  to  be  continued  next  week,  could  not  be  concluded 
better  than  by  quoting  The  Christian  Century  on  this  sore 
spot  in  the  church  as  was  disclosed  by  their  inability  to 
meet  around  the  table  of  the  Lord  at  Lausanne :  4 

“Behind  all  our  fair  words  of  ecclesiastical  diplomacy 
and  courtesy  there  stand  certain  stark  realities  which  no 
words  can  hide.  This  fact  that  the  Lord’s  Supper  could 
not  be  celebrated  at  Lausanne  symbolizes  as  effectively  as 
anything  could  the  ‘ugly’  character  of  our  denomina¬ 
tional  order.  It  suggests  how  far  the  churches  have  lapsed 
from  the  simplicity  and  intimacy  of  the  Christian  faith ; 
how  unworthy  we  are,  indeed,  to  wear  the  name  Christian 
at  all.  Manifestly  some  awful  irony  has  overtaken  Chris¬ 
tianity  if  the  followers  of  Christ  have  reached  a  level  where 
this  most  simple,  natural,  and  primary  function  of  the 
Christian  fellowship  cannot  be  freely  and  joyously  per¬ 
formed  in  a  gathering  even  of  the  very  elect. 

“While  the  conference  was  posing  in  courteous  atti¬ 
tudes  of  mutual  rapprochement,  and  while  its  spokesmen 
were  uttering  words  of  felicitation  and  reassurance,  the 
conference  itself  was  casting  this  unconscious  shadow  of 
mutual  excommunication  and  deep  moral  schism.  .  .  . 

“The  simplicity  and  freedom  of  the  religion  of  Jesus 
has  been  smothered  and  lost  under  the  arrogant  claims  of 
the  ecclesiastical  institution.  The  institution  has  taken 
the  place  of  the  thing  it  was  organized  to  sustain  and 
foster.  Doctrines  and  devices  as  alien  to  the  mind  of 
Christ  as  were  the  Pharisaism  and  paganism  of  His  day 
have  eclipsed  in  the  church’s  thought  the  spiritual  veri¬ 
ties  which  were  the  substance  of  the  pristine  gospel.” 

— Doubt  is  the  devil’s  route. 

— A  casual  attitude  toward  Christ’s  program  means  { 
hardening  of  the  heart. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


The  Irony  of  Progress 

Among  the  pagan  idols  set  up  by  the  Nineteenth 
and  Twentieth  centuries  none  has  occupied  a  larger 
place  or  received  a  more  sincere  worship  than  a 
vague  figure  called  Progress  (capital  P). 

The  heathen  in  his  blindness 
Bows  down  to  wood  and  stone. 

The  idolatry  of  a  vague  idea  is  just  as  much  a  pagan 
worship  as  the  most  crude  form  of  bowing  down  to  idols. 
Especially  in  Western  civilization  there  has  been  the  blind 
feeling  that  anything  which  could  be  labelled  “progress” 
had  a  rightness  about  it  that  would  be  blasphemy  to 
question. 

Multitudes  have  the  feeling  that  the  port  for  which 
we  are  heading  must  be  right  if  we  are  only  driving  ahead 
fast  enough.  Anything  which  is  faster  or  bigger  or  more 
»  complex  than  a  few  years  ago  must  be  necessarily  better. 
We  have  to  thank  the  city  of  Chicago  for  the  most  won¬ 
derful  demonstration  given  in  recent  times  of  the  terrible 
irony  there  is  about  this  exaltation  of  progress.  It  is  an 
irony  of  the  marvels  of  our  civilization  that  the  greater 
the  material  wonders,  the  greater  appears  the  dispropor¬ 
tion  between  the  things  we  invent  and  make  and  the  tawdry 
and  pitiable  uses  we  frequently  put  them  to.  We  know 
how  to  make  wonderful  things  and  then  use  them  like  a 
vulgar,  illiterate  child,  and  in  so  many  ways  progress 
defeats  itself,  ending  up  in  a  ludicrous  anti-climax. 

That  truth  has  never  been  more  strikingly  shown  than 
in  the  Tunney-Dempsey  prize  fight.  The  night  of  the 
fight  there  was  the  most  amazing  demonstration  of  the 
wonders  of  radio  ever  known.  The  largest  “hook-up” 
in  radio  history.  Here  was  what  in  many  ways  is  the 
crowning  invention  of  all  history  in  its  most  amazing  ap¬ 
plication — all  used  to  record  the  wallops  of  a  mauling  ex¬ 
hibition  that  would  have  done  credit  to  the  Stone  Age. 

Just  outside  the  Coliseum  (dedicated,  by  the  way,  to 
the  heroic  idealism  of  American  youth — another  touch  of 
irony)  were  areoplanes  ready  to  carry  the  picture  plates, 
so  that  the  bloody  smear  of  Dempsey’s  face  could  be  re¬ 
produced  in  the  newspapers  far  away  the  next  morning. 
Here  was  the  Twentieth  Century  being  efficient.  But 
it  had  nothing  to  be  efficient  about. 

We  send  aviators  up  into  the  sky  to  demonstrate  the 
marvelous  skill  of  writing  against  the  sky  with  smoke — 
all  to  advertise  a  brand  of  cigarettes. 

We  harness  Niagara  Falls  and  turn  that  power  into 
electricity  to  light  the  way  to  some  inane  dramatic  per¬ 
formance. 

We  build  an  $8,000,000  motion-picture  palace,  mak¬ 
ing  it  gaudy  beyond  the  wildest  nightmare  of  ancient 
Rome,  all  of  which  serves  as  a  frame  to  the  most  vapid 
drivel  that  ever  came  out  of  Hollywood. 

We  push  the  achievements  of  chemistry  far  beyond 
old  landmarks,  and  our  crowning  feat  is  the  invention  of 
gas  that  will  kill  off  a  city  of  men,  women,  and  children 
in  a  few  minutes. 

These  are  pictures  of  a  civilization  in  which  the  moral 
and  spiritual  content  of  life  have  been  over-ridden  by  its 
material  enterprises.  Mr.  Siefeied  has  put  the  case  very 
truly  when  he  says,  “Modem  civilization  is  a  debate  be¬ 
tween  Henry  Ford  and  Gandhi.”  It  is  a  debate  between 
material  production  and  a  sense  of  the  deeper  uses  and 
meaning  of  life.  It  is  quality  against  quantity. 


Questions 

Raised  by  the  Gary  ‘‘Strike” 

The  strike  of  over  a  thousand  high-school  students 
in  Gary,  Indiana,  in  protest  over  the  presence  of 
a  few  colored  students  in  one  of  the  high  schools, 
has  passed  from  the  front  pages  of  the  newspapers,  but  it 
should  be  a  long  time  before  it  is  allowed  to  pass  from  the 
conscience  of  the  country  and  particularly  of  the  churches. 

The  strike  occurred,  of  course,  in  a  public  school,  but 
it  leaves  challenging  and  disturbing  questions  for  the 
Church.  Here  were  a  thousand  boys  and  girls  apparently 
united  in  expressing  a  particularly  narrow  brand  of  race 
prejudice  and  conflict. 

There  were  only  a  few  colored  students — a  mere  frac¬ 
tion  of  one  per  cent- — yet  the  white  students  were  able  to 
force  the  school  board  to  surrender  in  the  face  of  the 
strike  and  order  the  colored  students,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  who  would  be  allowed  to  graduate,  into  another 
school. 

The  situation  revealed  at  Gary  cannot  be  met  by  scold¬ 
ing  by  other  communities  or  pointing  a  righteous  finger  of 
superiority.  The  strike  happened  at  Gary,  but  it  might 
have  happened  elsewhere.  What  are  the  reasons  for  such 
a  virulent  expression  of  race  prejudice.?  Several  reasons 
have  been  urged  which  undoubtedly  have  truth  in  them. 
One  is  that  it  is  the  logical  fruit  of  the  teaching  of  race 
hatred  and  contempt  which  has  been  going  on  in  a  klan- 
ridden  commonwealth  for  years,  and  that  this  attitude  of 
the  high  school  students  at  Gary  is  one  of  its  fruits,  just 
as  is  the  political  corruption  now  being  unearthed  in  In¬ 
diana.  Another  explanation  is  that  it  is  an  example  of 
the  mental  lock-step  into  which  the  standardization  of 
the  American  mind  is  forcing  the  younger  as  well  as 
the  older  generation. 

Yet  these  are  only  superficial  explanations  which  rest 
on  deeper  causes.  The  question  the  Church  must  face  is, 
IVhy  was  all  the  Christian  teaching  which  large  numbers 
among  the.se  students  have  been  receiving  during  the  years 
m  Church  and  Sunday  school  so  feeble  as  not  to  check 
such  blatantly  un-Christian  expression  as  this.?  Has  the 
teaching  on  race  relations  and  race  prejudices,  having 
its  source  in  the  mind  of  Christ,  been  a  mere  theory .? 
When  it  meets  a  strongly  entrenched  prejudice,  must  the 
Christian  teaching  go  down  like  a  row  of  flimsy  paper 
boxes  before  a  Mississippi  flood.? 

These  are  questions  to  ponder  over.  One  thing  ap¬ 
pears  rather  clearly,  that  here  at  Gary  was  one  real  test 
of  the  efficacy  of  the  teaching  of  Christian  principles, 
a  test  which  showed  tragic  weakness.  The  incident  ought, 
at  least,  to  remind  every  church  of  the  danger  of  setting 
up  too  superficial  and  too  easy  tests  in  the  attempt  to 
measure  the  success  of  its  work.  The  churches  have  been 
flooded  with  scores  of  “hundred  per  cent  efficiency  charts,” 
calling  the  successful  church  school  the  one  which  had 
such  and  such  percentage  of  attendance.  Teacher  Train¬ 
ing  classes,  organized  classes  and  all  the  acompaniments 
of  the  religious  education  process  to-day.  Such  things 
are  interesting  and  in  their  way  valuable;  but  they  are 
pernicious  if  they  blind  the  Church  to  the  fact  that  the 
one  vitol  test  of  tts  icotIc  ts  the  way  in  which  it  tvoins  peo¬ 
ple  for  registering  the  rmnd  of  Christ  when  face  to  face 
with  practical  problems  of  daily  life.  L. 


842 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  October  27.  1927 


The  Farmer 
Versus 
The  City 


How  Shall  Christian  Justice 
Be  Established  Between 
Farm  and  City? 


By  Arthur  E.  Holt 

Profetsor  of  Social  Ethiet,  Chicago 
Theological  Seminarg 


ixr^ffatunc  w  izw  KVinpunif 


I  HAVE  just  completed  a  walking  trip 
through  the  dairy  district  which 
supplies  Chicago  with  its  milk  sup¬ 
ply.  If  you  are  suffering  from  a  lack  of 
social  recognition,  I  would  recommend  a 
walking  trip.  You  are  an  object  of  curi¬ 
osity  to  all.  Even  the  dogs  come  a  half 
mile  down  the  road  to  meet  you.  When 
one  doig  leaves  off  the  next  begins.  We 
spent  one  night  and  one  day  at  the  home 
of  a  leading  dairyman  of  southern  Wis¬ 
consin.  He  is  a  member  of  the  church. 

With  pride  he  showed  us  his  fine  herd  of 
milk  cows  and  young  stock.  He  told  us 
•how  the  herd  had  been  built  up  by  his 
father,  who  sold  it  to  him  as  a  business 
proposition.  He  told  us,  and  it  was  confirmed  by  the 
local  banker,  that  some  time  ago  he  was  offered  a  sum 
for  his  farm  and  herd  which  would  have  been  ample  com¬ 
pensation  for  all  his  financial  investment. 

“I  turned  it  down,”  he  said,  “because  I  like  to  work, 
and  I  like  to  watch  the  herd  grow.  In  some  other  work 
I  would  have  had  no  special  standing  or  significance.  As 
a  dairyman  I  have  a  place  in  the  State,  and  I  have  a  good 
place  to  raise  my  family.” 

Now  here  was  a  man  who  was  awake  to  the  higher 
values  of  life;  his  psychic  income  from  his  work  was 
greater  than  his  economic  income;  he  was  a  qualitative 
worker  who  needed  not  to  be  ashamed.  He  waS  immune 
to  the  speculative  disease  which  is  eating  like  a  cancer  at 
the  vitals  of  Western  agriculture.  I  came  back  to  Chi¬ 
cago  and  saw  on  the  front  page  of  the  Tribune  this  state¬ 
ment,  that  the  Milk  Drivers’  Union  was  asking  for  a  five- 
dollar  raise  in  their  wages,  and  I  saw  this  further  state¬ 
ment: 


THE  LONG.  STRAIGHT  FURROW 


The  Wrongs  of  the  Milk  Producer 

Now  I  am  assuming,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that 
this  statement  of  the  Illinois  Agricultural  Association  is 
correct,  and  I  want  to  call  attention  to  what  is  involved. 
Here  is  a  distributing  system  of  milk  which  is  sensitive 
to  the  demands  of  the  consumers ;  they  assure  you  that 
your  milk  will  not  cost  you  any  more;  they  are  sensitive 
to  the  demands  of  the  Milk  Drivers’  Union,  but  I  do  not 
detect  any  concern  as  to  whether  these  dairymen,  one 
third  of  whom  are  drifting  into  bankruptcy,  one  third 
of  whom,  by  working  fourteen  hours  a  day,  are  just  break¬ 
ing  even,  are  getting  a  square  deal.  I  wonder  if  the  sit¬ 
uation  has  not  changed  to  the  place  where  it  is  the  city 
churches  who  need  to  do  some  educating  of  their  constit¬ 
uencies  concerning  the  town  and  country  problem  ?  I  have 
been  thinking  about  what  would  be  the  effect  of  this  on 
my  church  friend  up  in  southern  Wisconsin.  Would  he 
still  be  glad  that  he  turned  down  the  chance  to  sell  his 
farm? 


I 


{ 


“It  is  significant,”  said  A.  D.  Lynch,  director  of  dairy 
marketing  for  the  association,  “that  the  wage  increase 
almost  exactly  offsets  the  saving  effected  by  the  recent 
decision  of  the  distributors  to  cut  the  price  paid  to  pro¬ 
ducers  for  milk  ten  cents  per  hundredweight,  beginning 
May  1. 

“The  wage  increase  will  add  one-fourth  cent  per  quart 
to  the  cost  of  distribution.  Dairy  companies  will  simply 
pay  that  much  less  for  their  milk.  The  producers  out  on 
the  farm  plainly  see  that  they  are  being  forced  to  bear 
the  increased  city  marketing  cost.” 


How  did  we  get  where  we  are  in  modem  agriculture? 
If  you  had  lived  in  America  160  years  ago,  you  would 
have  been  a  member  of  a  town  and  country  community 
which  was  more  or  less  of  a  complete  self-sufficient  social 
unit.  This  community  produced,  sold,  and  consumed 
within  its  own  boundaries  the  necessities  of  life.  You 
could  have  isolated  that  community  and  it  would  have 
carried  on  much  as  it  had  before.  The  spread  between 
producer  and  consumer  was  slight  and  direct.  The 
farmer’s  wife  sold  good  eggs  to  a  village  consumer  be¬ 
cause  the  habit  of  selling  bad  eggs  to  a  consumer  whom 
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*ociayi««c6  untxlit  is  honest  enough  to  bring  all  the  parties  into  the  picture,  and 
mUem  ^pr^duetZT  **  *  producer  of  raw  food  has  a  standing  on  a  par  with  the  labor  union  or  any  necessary  factor  in 


you  had  to  meet  on  the  street  the  next  day  was  hard  to 
form*  Yon  just  didn’t  do  it  twice.  To  the  little  white 
church  on  the  hill  every  Sunday  morning  came  the  lawyer, 
the  doctor,  the  merchant,  the  baker,  the  candlestick  maker, 
the  blacksmith,  the  miller,  the  seamstress,  and  the  shoe¬ 
maker.  All  shared  in  common  worship  and  fused  the  di¬ 
versity  of  their  daily  life  in  a  common  search  for  the 
common  good. 

What  Has  Happened  to  Our  American 
Way  of  Life.? 

And  then  something  happened  to  our  American  way 
of  making  a  living.  We  changed  from  home  production 
and  neighborhood  consumption  to  high-powered  produc¬ 
tion  in  factory  and  on  farm  and  the  sale  of  our  goods  in 
a  world-wide  market.  The  seamstress  left  that  town  and 
you  will  find  her  in  the  garment  workers’  factory;  so 
also  the  blacksmith,  the  miller,  and  butcher  are  all  living 
in  communities  where  the  overwhelming  number  of  people 
do  just  one  thing.  Even  the  farmer  became  a  specialist. 

The  change  which  has  taken  place  is  nothing  less  than 
revolutionary.  The  town  and  the  surrounding  country 
was  once  a  self-sufficing,  economic,  and  cultural  unit.  It 
is  now  a  group  engaged  in  specialized  production  of  one 
major  commodity  dependent  on  the  advantageous  sale  or 
trade  of  this  commodity  to  other  communities,  which  in 
their  turn  produce  their  specialty.  The  farmer  no  longer 
sells  eggs  to  a  consumer.  He  sells  eggs  to  a  commission 
agent,  who  divides  the  eggs  into  fresh  eggs,  country  eggs, 
and  eggs,  and  sells  the  fresh  eggs  to  his  particular  con¬ 
sumers,  the  country  eggs  to  the  consumers,  and  the  eggs 
to  the  restaurants. 

The  Bondage  of  the  Farmer  to  the  City 

Now  we  have  long  recognized  that  this  process  of  spe¬ 
cialized  production  laid  problems  of  Christian  justice  at 
the  door  of  the  factory  between  those  who  are  on  the 
opposite  side  of  a  payroll,  and  documents  like  the  social 
ideals  of  the  churches  adopted  by  the  Federal  Council 
of  Churches  gives  adequate  recognition  to  this  fact,  but 
that  document  does  not  recognize  that  this  same  industrial 
revolution  laid  similar  problems  of  Christian  justice  at 
the  gate  of  the  farm  between  those  who  are  on  opposite 
sides  of  a  load  of  wheat  or  a  pound  of  butter.  Of  all 
the  social  statements  adopted  by  religious  organizations, 
which  I  have  seen,  the  Congregational  alone  contains  a 
statement  which  includes  the  life  of  the  producer  on  the 
farm  in  its  program  of  Christian  justice. 

Now  I  am  interested  in  making  vivid  the  crisis  in 
Christian  justice  which  emerges  out  of  the  new  process 
which  has  separated  the  fanner  from  the  consumer,  and 
which  has  at  the  same  time  developed  their  different  in¬ 


terests  and  made  them  mutually  dependent  on  each  other. 
I  shall  confine  myself  to  two  phases  of  this  difference 
and  mutual  dependence.  I  shall  probably  lay  more  stress 
on  differences  than  on  dependence,  because  I  believe  that 
just  at  present  progress  can  best  be  made  by  defining 
the  issues. 

Farm  and  City  on  Opposite  Sides  of  the 
Flood  Problem 

1.  The  first  and  most  obvious  crisis  grows  out  of  the 
fact  that  the  farmer  and  the  big  city  are  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  food  problem.  We  gain  nothing  by  passing 
too  hastily  over  this.  The  farmer  has  goods  to  sell  which 
he  wishes  to  sell  as  advantageously  as  possible.  The  big 
city  has  food  to  buy  which  it  wishes  to  buy  as  advan¬ 
tageously  as  possible.  I  had  this  made  very  real  to  me 
one  time  in  the  city  of  Manchester,  England.  A  group 
of  us  were  spending  a  few  days  studying  the  great  co¬ 
operatives  which  center  there.  These  co-operatives  were 
organized  by  labor  unions  to  buy  as  cheaply  as  possible 
the  necessities  of  life.  Some  of  our  party  thought  they 
had  found  the  kingdom  of  God  on  earth,  but  I  was  not 
so  certain.  One  day  when  we  were  talking  with  the  di¬ 
rector  I  said,  “What  do  you  think  of  the  Danish  Milk 
Producers’  Association.?” 

“Oh,”  he  snapped  back,  “they  are  a  capitalistic 
crowd.” 

“What,”  I  continued,  “do  you  think  of  the  California 
Fruit  Growers’  Association?” 

“They  are  a  selfish  organization  out  for  the  ‘almightv 
dollar.’  ” 

I  said,  “You  evidently  think  that  a  consumers’  co¬ 
operative  out  to  buy  the  goods  of  life  as  cheaply  as  pos¬ 
sible  is  on  a  higher  plane  than  a  producers’  co-operative 
out  to  sell  these  goods  as  advantageously  as  possible.” 

“Certainly  I  do,”  he  said. 

Now  here  is  something  for  the  people  who  see  no  re¬ 
lation  between  morals  and  economics.  This  man  had 
found  no  fault  with  the  way  the  California  Fruit  Grow¬ 
ers’  Association  on  the  technical  side  conducted  its  busi¬ 
ness.  He  had  done  something  more  fundamental.  He  had 
reserved  moral  standing  for  the  consumers’  group  and 
practically  denied  it  to  the  producers’  group.  In  the 
struggle  for  existence,  this  distinction  would  have  been 
fatal.  If  the  producers’  group  did  not  have  standing 
room  in  a  moral  order,  it  would  have  no  chance  in  this 
economic  order.  It  is  right  at  this  point  that  the  farmer 
is  probably  going  to  find  himself  in  conflict  with  the  city 
liberal,  who  has  Wn  able  to  grasp  the  fact  that  labor 
has  the  right  to  orderly  masket  itself,  but  is  not  able  to 
grasp  the  fact  that  the  farmer  has  the  right  to  orderly 
market  his  goods. 
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Many  a  city  liberal  would  say  that  industry  has  no 
right  to  buy  its  labor  in  the  cheapest  market,  nor  to  take 
advantage  of  a  surplus  of  labor  to  break  down  the  stand¬ 
ards  of  wage  and  of  living  which  the  laborer  has  secured ; 
and  yet  these  people  look  on  with  perfect  complacency 
when  a  surplus  of  cotton  causes  the  price  of  cotton  to 
fall  from  thirty  cents  to  ten  cents  a  pound,  and  think 
that  it  is  good  business  for  the  spinning  mills  to  buy  up 
their  supply  of  cotton  for  two  years  ahead  under  such 
conditions.  They  have  encouraged  labor  to  protect  itself 
against  the  same  conditions  by  the  organization  of  labor 
unions  and  the  limitation  of  immigration;  but  they  have 
asserted  that  the  farmer  who  organizes  and  in  an  orderly 
way  protects  himself  from  being  the  victim  of  his  own 
surplus  is  making  an  expression  of  his  selfishness  and 
provincialism. 

Rural  Communities  Too  Divided;  Too  Many 
Organizations 

2,  But  the  second  and  most  important  crisis  in  jus¬ 
tice  between  town  and  country  and  city  grows  out  of  the 
fact  that  they  are  on  opposite  ends  of  a  culture  process. 
There  was  a  time  when  our  social  institutions  originated 
in  the  town  and  were  projected  into  the  large  cities.  Now 
the  process  is  reversed  and  the  big  cities  are  at  the  pro¬ 
jecting  end  and  the  towns  and  country  are  at  the  re¬ 
ceiving  end.  ... 

A  friend  of  mine  has  counted  about  sixty  organiza¬ 
tions  which  were  being  projected  out  of  large  cities  into 
small  communities  for  the  salvation  of  American  people. 
A  small  town  in  central  Illinois  found  that  its  population 
was  6,000,  but  its  lodge  population  was  8,000.  Now  the 
result  of  this  is  threefold. 

The  small  community  has  lost  its  autonomy  in  decid¬ 
ing  by  what  organization  it  is  to  be  served.  It  cannot 
assimilate  all  the  organizations  which  the  city  can  project. 

Each  organization  which  comes  in  must  prove  that 


the  small  community  is  unable  to  help  itself,  and  needs 
one  more  organization  to  save  it  from  perdition.  This 
adds  to  the  small  community’s  sense  of  inferiority.  There 
is  a  big  difference  between  being  at  the  receiving  end  and 
the  projecting  end  of  the  process  of  social  salvation. 

There  is  a  multiplication  of  organizations  far  beyond 
the  resources  of  the  small  community  to  support  them. 
We  have  socialization  without  discrimination.  Communi¬ 
ties  are  the  victims  of  the  last  organization  which  comes 
in.  In  one  community  which  I  knew  there  were  five 
churches.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  came  in  and  organized  the 
boys  away  from  the  churches ;  the  Boy  Scouts  organized 
the  boys  away  from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  a  business  or¬ 
ganization  came  in  and  organized  the  boys  unto  itself. 
Has  a  new  organization  the  moral  right  to  project  itself 
into  a  community  just  because  it  has  the  power  to  do  so? 

What  the  Church  Must  Do 

In  some  ways  our  small  communities  are  just  like  a 
divorce  court — the  plaintiff  for  separation  always  wins. 
A  program  of  social  justice  between  the  farmer  and  the 
city  will  include  on  the  part  of  the  small  community  a 
new  sense  of  the  necessity  of  self-help  and  the  conserva¬ 
tion  of  energy  whereby  it  will  exercise  an  autonomy  in 
the  choice  of  the  organizations  whereby  it  is  to  be  served. 
On  the  part  of  those  energetic  savers  of  mankind,  who  are 
promoting  their  organizations,  there  must  come  a  new 
conscience  which  will  make  them  consider  not  only  the 
glory  of  their  organization,  but  the  total  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  they  are  trying  to  locate.  We  can¬ 
not  go  on  crucifying  small  communities  on  the  cross  of 
organization  glory. 

The  church  cannot  pose  as  the  teacher  of  social  jus¬ 
tice  until  it  is  honest  enough  to  bring  all  the  parties  into 
the  picture,  and  all  the  parties  means  that  the  producer 
of  raw  food  has  a  standing  on  a  par  with  the  labor  union 
or  any  necessary  factor  in  modem  production. 


Methodists  and  Other  Denominations 

Some  Suggrestions  Concerning  Our  Attitude  To  Other  Churches 


By  Robert  Leonard  Tucker,  Ph.D. 

Pastor  Indianola  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Columbus,  Ohio 


Matters  of  grave  internal  concern  will' be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  next  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  And  these  are  im¬ 
portant.  Nothing,  however,  can  possibly  be  more  vital 
than  a  consideration  of  external  matters,  such  as  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Methodists  toward  the  people  outside  of  their 
church — those  in  the  world  about  them,  and  especially  in 
other  churches.  Methodist  approaches  to  certain  world 
problems  have  not  always  been  wise — ^but  that  is  another 
matter.  Here  we  are  concerned  with  our  attitudes  toward 
other  churches. 

In  honesty  it  must  be  confessed  that  there  is  a  wide 
discrepancy  in  the  attitudes  which  some  Methodists  hold 
toward  non-Methodist  Christians,  and  that  attitude 
notably  depicted  on  the  pages  of  the  New  Testament. 
If  it  will  bring  comfort,  it  Inay  be  stated  that  the  atti¬ 
tudes  of  other  churches  towards  Methodists  are  scarcely 
any  better  than  is  ours  toward  them !  When  Protestant¬ 


ism  broke  from  Rome,  it  did  so  upon  a  basis  of  “con¬ 
science.”  Any  psycholoigist  will  show  that  there  are  as 
many  brands  of  conscience  as  there  are  varieties  of  peo¬ 
ple.  Now,  when  a  man  had  a  religious  conviction  differing 
from  that  held  by  his  neighbor,  it  would  be  presumed  that 
he  would  give  a  primary  consideration  to  the  activities 
and  ideals  which  united  him  to  those  round  about,  and  a 
secondary  position  to  those  concepts  which  tended  to 
separate  him  from  his  comrades.  In  Reformation  days 
this  process  was  actually  reversed,  and  the  things  which 
united  were  often  forgotten,  whereas  the  lone  principle 
which  might  divide  was  exalted  to  heaven  while  eager 
advocates  hurried  away  to  establish  new  churches.  Plain 
utterances  obliges  one  to  say  that  the  competitive  prin¬ 
ciple  which  wrought  such  harm  in  the  world  of  expanding 
trade  and  commerce  was  adopted  by  the  various  subordi¬ 
nate  parts  of  the  Christian  church.  In  the  ecclesiastical 
life  of  to-day  it  still  survives  and  works  its  dreadful  havoc. 
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Nor  is  the  Methodist  Church  either  an  exception  or  freed 
from  the  dread  contagion  of  such  theological  egotism  and 
glorified  selfishness. 


The  Competitive  Scramble  of  Protestantism 

The  story  of  the  mad  scramble  to  gain  positions  of 
social  advantage  and  physical  distinction  indulged  in  by 
the  many  branches  of  American  Protestantism,  which 
scramble  has  resulted  in  so  much  overchurching  of  cer¬ 
tain  sections  of  the  country,  is  a  long  tale  of  shame  not 
wanting  in  sordidness  of  ethics.  In  the  large  cities  where 
foreign  population  is  notable,  Protestantism  is  weak;  in 
the  country  there  are  places  where  it  is  almost  annihilated, 
and  brotherliness  too  frequently  is  supplanted  by  a  mu¬ 
tual  suspicion  which  wreaks  its  paralysis  upon  any  efforts 
exerted  to  bring  in  the  Kingdom.  Worse  than  all  this 
sorry  tale  is  the  fact  that  in  a  day  when  the  forces  of 
evil  and  exploitation  of  human  values  appear  to  be  solidly 
cemented  into  a  whole,  the  forces  of  righteousness  as  ar¬ 
ticulated  through  the  churches  are  divided  and  battle 
upon  the  principle  of  “each  man  for  himself  and  the  devil 
take  the  hindermost.” 

Someone  will  object,  saying,  “Our  church  has  real 
cordial  relationships  with  our  neighboring  churches.  We 
even  hold  union  services  on  each  Thanksgiving  day!” 
Often  we  do  exchange  external  courtesies  and  exhibit  a 
sort  of  rarified  spirit  of  good  will.  But  we  are  not  really 
so  much  interested  in  each  other  that  we  sincerely  worry 
if  our  neighboring  church  is  in  trouble.  We  philosophize 
upon  the  principle  that  they  must  fight  their  way  out 
alone.  The  spiritual  conditions  of  Christian  idealism  as 
commonly  practiced,  when  compared  with  that  portrayed 
in  the  New  Testament  and  reflected  in  the  often-quoted 
aphorisms  relative  to  the  “brotherhood  of  man,”  reveal 
such  a  shocking  chasm  to  exist  that  comment  is  best 
omitted. 

The  New  Testament  says,  “And  if  any  man  would 
go  to  law  with  thee  to  take  away  thy  coat,  let  him  have 
thy  cloak  also.”  It  further  reads,  “And  whosoever  shall 
compel  thee  to  go  one  mile,  go  with  him  two.”  Is  it  too 
much  to  believe  that  this  part  of  the  gospel  applies  to 
folks  belonging  to  other  churches,  even  though  it  does 
not  specifically  mention  this  fact?  Until  the  spirit  of 
such  commands  as  these  have  become  a  vital  part  of  the 
church  life  of  America,  a  loss  of  prestige  will  continue. 
If  perchance  one  should  deceive  himself  into  believing  that 
the  church  has  not  already  lost  much,  a  conversation  with 
the  students  at  our  universities  would  be  revealing.  Said 
one  of  the  outstanding  and  thoughtful  leaders  of  the 
American  undergraduate  college  world  very  recently  at 
the  Ohio  Pastors’  Conference:  “The  group  of  young 
people  with  whom  I  associate  feel  that  in  the  light  of  their 
aspirations  the  church  is  a  nuisance  in  general  and  clergy¬ 
men  are  a  nuisance  in  particular.”  It  would  seem  wise 
to  attend  to  this  matter  of  prestige. 

Denominational  Label  Loses  Meaning 

No  real  divisions  exist  among  Protestants  any 
longer.  That  is  to  say,  any  divergences  of  belief  or  ac¬ 
tion  as  may  exist  between  any  denominations  will  be  found 
also  to  exist  among  the  varying  constituencies  of  such 


denominations.  Congregationalists  are  presumed  to  be 
progressive  in  their  thinking.  Yet  in  certain  parts  of  the 
United  States  one  is  surprised  to  learn  of  difficulties 
they  experience  wrestling  with  antique  theology  and  an 
individualistic  interpretation  of  the  gospel.  Unitarians 
are  supposed  ever  to  be  tolerant.  Still  the  question  may 
be  fairly  put.  Is  that  always  the  case?  Methodists  are 
Trinitarians — ^but  not  always.  Baptists  insist  upon  im¬ 
mersion — ^but  not  always.  Presbyterians  are  thorough¬ 
going  Calvinists — but  not  always.  The  fact  is,  the  de¬ 
nomination  label  has  lost  much  of  its  historical  signifi¬ 
cance.  Every  minister  believes  this  in  practice,  though 
he  may  deny  it  in  theory.  Making  his  pastoral  calls  and 
urging  non-Methodists  to  unite  with  his  church,  he  will 
say,  “After  all,  there  is  no  difference  between  us.”  This 
statement,  it  is  devoutly  hoped,  will  cause  all  non-Meth¬ 
odists  to  enter  the  fold  I 

What  Can  the  General  Conference  Do? 

What  action  can  the  General  Conference,  in  which  re¬ 
poses  the  sovereignty  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
take  to  heal  the  wound  of  a  divided  Christendom?  In 
the  first  place,  it  should  plainly  state  to  Methodist  ad¬ 
ministrators  and  leaders  everywhere:  We  are  not  con¬ 
cerned  primarily  with  promoting  Methodism.  We  are 
essentially  concerned  with  advancing  the  ideals  and  spirit 
implicit  in  the  person  of  Christ  and  expressed  in  the 
kingdom  of  God.  To  continue  to  emphasize  denomina¬ 
tional  concepts  will  not  bring  spiritual  unity  among  the 
followers  of  Jesus. 

An  exaggerated  emphasis  upon  Americanism,  though 
it  be  of  the  most  noble  and  lofty  type,  will  not  produce 
an  ideal  of  international  co-operation  in  the  hearts  of 
this  world’s  citizens.  Nor  does  the  enthusiasm  with  which 
a  man  advocates  international  action  detract  at  all  from 
his  love  for  his  own  country.  So  it  is  with  the  church. 
To  state  heartily  that  the  kingdom  of  God  has  a  prior 
claim  to  any  Methodist  program  implies  no  disloyalty 
to  nor  cantankerous  attitude  toward  Methodism.  In¬ 
deed,  such  an  attitude  of  mind  and  heart  makes,  or  ought 
to  make,  a  more  loyal  and  hearty  Methodist  out  of  any 
person  already  in  that  church. 


Withdraw  from  Overcrowded  Fields 

In  the  second  place.  General  Conference  ought  to 
urge  our  leaders  to  withdraw  Methodist  churches  from 
fields  where  other  churches  serve,  regardless  of  any  un¬ 
willing  attitudes  which  other  churches  may  manifest  rela¬ 
tive  to  leaving  any  given  field.  The  only  exception  to 
this  needs  be  in  a  remarkably  few  fields  where  men  utterly 
incompetent  lead  the  non-Methodist  churches.  But  be  it 
remembered  that  Methodists  have  their  own  incompetent 
men,  too !  Of  course,  any  good  Methodist  is  most  likely 
to  feel  such  action  makes  it  possible  for  souls  committed 
to  the  care  of  other  churches  to  be  left  in  jeopardy ! 
Such  a  feeling,  however,  arises  from  a  most  subtle  bit 
of  inward  spiritual  pharisaism,  which  definitely  assumes 
that  the  moral  standards  and  spiritual  imaginations  of 
others  are  not  as  high  as  our  own.  It  assumes  that  we 
are  better  than  these  other  people.  It  tacitly  takes  it 


846 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  October  27,  1927 


for  granted  that  we  make  a  spiritual  contribution 
toward  the  world  which  they  neither  can  nor  will 
to  make. 

All  of  this  emotion  quickly  passes  when  the 
Methodist  asks,  What  more  evidence  have  we  of 
the  approval  of  God  than  have  other  consecrated 
Christians  in  other  churches?  The  fact  is,  we  are  very 
prone  to  look  at  the  best  Methodist  whose  life  is  an  in¬ 
spiration  to  all  who  know  him,  and  compare  him  with 
the  worst  specimen  from  the  other  denomination.  Why 
is  it  not  as  reasonable  to  inverse  this  process?  Indeed, 
it  is  a  stale  argument  to  urge  that  the  souls  of  men  will 
be  neglected  unless  they  have  the  ministry  of  the  Meth¬ 
odists.  Other  churches  can  do  as  well  as  we. 

Ministry  in  Community  Churches 

In  the  third  place,  the  General  Conference  ought  to 
instruct  our  bishops  to  appoint  Methodist  ministers  to 
community  churches  which  may  happen  to  be  non-Meth¬ 
odist  churches.  Mr.  Wesley  himself  furnishes  the  prece¬ 
dent  for  this  by  sending  his  preachers  everywhere  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  objecting  to  his  opponents  by  saying, 
“My  business  is  to  do  good  everywhere,”  and  continuing 
to  send  them  along  just  the  same.  If  the  ideal  of  church 
unity  is  ever  to  become  other  than  a  delicious  abstraction 
to  be  bandied  about  twixt  courteous  gentlemen,  we  must 
learn  to  work  together.  And  until  an  interchange  of 
ministers  from  one  church  to  another  is  made  possible  upon 
a  reasonably  free  and  easy  basis,  the  ideal  of  unity  be¬ 
comes  largely  voided.  We  err  in  believing  that  any  lay¬ 
men  will  be  enthusiastic  about  joining  any  church,  regard¬ 
less  of  its  denominational  label  for  better  service  in  the 
kingdom  of  God,  when  through  our  legislation  we  prevent 
the  similar  circulation  of  our  ministers  among  the  pulpits 
of  other  churches.  Congregationalist,  Presbyterian,  and 
Universalist  and  Baptist  ministers,  in  England  especially, 
seem  to  go  from  one  pulpit  to  another  indiscriminately 
without  embarrassment,  and  the  church  survives.  Too 
often  there  are  plenty  of  doors  leading  out  from  the  Meth¬ 
odist  ministry.  We  gloat  with  a  most  fatuous  pride 
too  often  over  the  fact  that  few  doors  lead  in.  The 
Methodist  ministry  is  no  more  immune  from  the  degener¬ 
ating,  influence  of  inbreeding  than  any  other  sociological 
group.  When  a  non-Methodist  prophet  comes  seeking 
to  deliver  his  message  to  us,  we  begin  to  haggle  about 
terms  and  “grade” ;  meanwhile  he  goes  elsewhere  with  his 
truth  and  leaves  us  the  poorer. 

Keep  the  Church  Doors  Open 
To  be  perfectly  frank,  there  prevails  an  atmosphere 
in  our  midst  which  results  in  our  looking  with  suspicion 
upon  any  brother  who  leaves  the  Methodist  ministry  for 
another.  We  speak  honeyed  words.  But  we  suspect  him 
of  ulterior  motives,  and  even  in  our  most  generous  mo¬ 
ments  feel  that  he  has  dropped  down  a  peg  or  two  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Kingdom.  From  this  most  subtle  arrogance 
and  life-destroying  pride,  the  General  Conference  ought  to 
save  us  by  encouraging  our  bishops  to  exchange  as  freely 
as  is  possible  Methodist  ministers  for  good  ministers  of 
other  churches.  This  is  not  utter  foolishness.  Eventually 
it  must  receive  devout  consideration,  or  Christendom  dis¬ 
jointed  and  disunified  will  lie  sprawled  out  and  brought 
down  to  defeat  before  the  relatively  unified  forces  of  a 
materialism  which  now  thrives  in  our  midst. 

Dissatisfaction  Among  the  Ministers 

Until  Methodism  attempts  to  meet  this  challenge  in 


a  spirit  of  humility,  she  will  continue  to  suffer  a 
shortage  of  trained  ministers.  Young  men  of  gifts 
are  willing  to  consecrate  them  to  Christ.  But 
these  men  of  spiritual  quality  are  far  from  being 
willing  to  go  to  an  overchurched  community 
and  labor  fo^  a  mere  pittance  to  propagate  a 
form  of  rural  ecclesiasticism  that  really  need  not  ex¬ 
ist  at  all.  Scores  of  our  younger  and  best  trained  men 
are  willing  to  tackle  the  rural  church  problem  just 
as  soon  as  a  spirit  of  intercommunity  idealism  begins  to 
prevail.  Some  honest  effort  to  meet  other  denominations 
upon  a  common  basis  of  service  is  the  only  hope  of  saving 
us  from  this  ghastly  scene  of  watching  the  church  recede 
in  the  country  before  the  advance  of  an  inarticulate  but 
deadly  paganism.  Our  Board  of  Home  Missions  cannot 
accomplish  this  alone. 

“Other  churches  will  not  play  fair!”  Leaving  aside 
the  need  of  condemning  one’s  fellows  with  such  unchris¬ 
tian  judgment,  one  may  as  well  get  down  to  the  fact  that 
to  this  and  similar  implications  of  Christian  discipleship, 
the  Master  speaks  plainly,  saying:  “What  is  that  to  thee? 
Follow  thou  me.”  Such  an  argument  is  the  expression  of 
a  mutual  suspicion  which  has  no  place  in  the  world  of  the 
future. 

“Methodism  will  die.”  Personally  I  do  not  think  so. 
Would  it,  however,  really  be  a  bad  thing  for  the  world  to 
have  it  recorded  in  the  eternal  annals  of  history  that  be¬ 
cause  the  largest  group  of  Christians  on  the  North  Amer¬ 
ican  continent  lost  its  identity — its  life — that  the  unity 
of  Christendom  became  an  accomplished  fact?  Remem¬ 
bering  that  at  the  center  of  the  Christian  faith  is  the 
vitality  represented  by  the  symbol  of  the  cross,  I  do  not 
recall  that  Jesus  ever  promised  His  disciples  perpetuity 
of  life.;  and  much  less,  that  He  promised  them  institution¬ 
alism  in  perpetuity. 

“What  would  happen  to  the  benevolences?”  They 
would  not  suffer.  Certain  thoughtful  business  men  can¬ 
not  be  aroused  to  the  point  of  enthusiastic  giving  for  the 
Kingdom  when  they  observe  the  frightful  inefficiency  and 
excessive  overhead  which  inevitably  must  be  bound  up  with 
the  whole  denominational  system  and  its  corresponding 
disunity.  One  is  fairly  confident  in  remarking  that  if 
there  should  be  less  money  and  more  moral  example  of  a 
unified  co-operating  manner  of  life  among  the  churches, 
that  the  kingdom  of  God  not  only  would  not  suffer,  but 
would  get  farther  along  toward  its  goal.  For  the  King¬ 
dom  does  not  come  by  money,  but  rather  by  moral  might 
and  spiritual  imagination. 

The  way  out  is  not  easy.  But  if  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  will  give  as  much 
concern  to  the  concerns  of  other  Christians  as  it  does  to 
its  own  internal  business — an  internal  business  which 
ought  never  to  be  neglected — it  would  mark  a  new  day 
in  church  history.  Not  much  longer  can  a  divided  church 
cope  effectively  with  the  increasing  ponderous  problem 
apparent  in  the  rising  tide  of  Latin  consciousness  in  Nica- 
raugua.  Not  much  longer  can  the  isolated  division  of 
Christianity  do  much  for  God  in  the  presence  of  the  com¬ 
ing  storm  of  possible  violence  finding  its  center  in  the  new 
Nationalism  of  China.  Its  voice  would  be  like  that  of  a 
little  child’s  in  the  face  of  the  storm  and  the  thundering 
surf  of  the  sea.  We  win  only  as  we  get  together. 

A  wistful  humanity  searching  for  the  spiritual  stuff 
of  life  looks  our  way  with  eager  expectation.  By  draw¬ 
ing  closer  together  we  may  lead  it  around  the  corner  and  | 
up  a  new  road  toward  a  more  glorious  and  better  day. 
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Facing  General  Conference 


Delegates 


CENTRAL  II/LINOIS  CONFERENCE 

III  1"  !  H.  Craine,  Kankakee, 

wii’crT  superintendent,  Rock  Island,  Ill.;  D.  F. 

Wihon,  Bushndl,  Ill.;  J  A.  Chapman.  Rock  Island,  Ill.  Reserve— 

Galesbi^?  in!^7T  district  superintendent, 

^  Keeping,  business  man,  Pueblo,  Colo.;  G.  H. 
Bradneld,  attorney,  Greeley,  Colo. 

P  Meeker  Cropsey  Ill.;  A.  M.  Legg,  Pontiac,  Ill.;  Chas. 

P.  White,  Kawanee,  Ill.;  L.  E.  Brewbaker,  Bushnell,  Ill.;  John 
Fling,  Jr.,  Wyoming,  Ill.  Reserve — John  Johnson,  Carthage,  111. 

COLORADO  CONFERENCE 

Edwards,  pastor,  1820  Broadway,  Denver, 
^1,^’  *'  World  Service  Commission,  740  Rush 

***■’  Thibodeau,  pastor,  Greeley,  Colo.;  E.  Guy 
Cutshall,  president  Iliff  School  of  Theology,  Denver,  Colo -CO 

Beckman,  pastor,  Boulder,  Colo.  •,  O.  U. 

®'’’  attorney,  Denver,  Colo.;  E.  B. 
Simmons,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  secretary,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo  •  R  B 
Spencer,  editor,  Fort  Morgan,  Colo.  *  ’ 

DETROIT  CONFERENCE 
M.  S.  Rice,  pastor,  69  Alger  Ave.,  Detroit.  Mich.- 
.®  j*®  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City;  G.  W.  Olm- 

^ead,  district  s^uperintendent,  365  East  Hewitt  Ave.,  Marquette, 

h''^a’  P®®*®.'’’  215  West  Court  Street,  Flint,  Mich.; 

trAif  8  !l*P®""tendent.  34  East  Elisabeth  Street,  De- 

K’  P®®*®''’  West  Ferry  Street,  Detroit, 

Am  aS  F  district  superintendent,  610  Thompson  Street, 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich. ;  Eugene  Moore,  pastor,  1123  Edgewood  Drive 

St  ^aaiJ“^Mi?h‘'^  ’^''^'  North^Third  Street, 

St.  Clair,  Mich.  (Reserve  ministerial  delegates  not  yet  received.) 

A  ?•  manufacturer,  1602  Edison  Ave..  Detroit  Mich  • 

Mrs.  Thomas  Nicholson,  657  Virginia  Park,  Detroit’ 
Av^  D^tl-oR  Photographer,  4838  Woodward 

M  PowSi  T  ‘Y  t  ’  msurance,  Flint,  Mich.;  M.  Sharp, 

M.  Powsie,  J.  J.  Tweedie.  (Lay  reserve  delegates  not  yet  received!) 

EAST  TENNESSEE  CONFERENCE 

IndYsSf'^Siwc'^^M  president  Morristown  Normal  and 

industrial  College,  Morristown,  Tenn.  Bcscroc— Anderson  Davis, 
^district  superintendent  Pulaski  District,  Bristol,  Va. 

*  minister’s  wife,  Bristol,  Va.  Reserve 

—Mrs.  Hattie  Sinkford,  Bluefleld,  W.  Va. 

GENESEE  CONFERENCE 

N  ®®®*  Main  Street,  Hornell, 

Samncl  T  ri  pastor,  319  East  Ave.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.; 

Ho»«rH Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Howa^  M.  Wil^n,  pastor,  6  West  Court  Street,  Warsaw,  N.  Y 

FaHs  n“T Ph  Sixteenth  Street,  Niagara 

V®v’  »  M-  Stoody,  pastor,  403  Potomoc  Ave.,  buffalo, 

.  .  f  ****'®*~^harles  E.  Guthrie,  district  superintendent,  62  Lan- 

^cnn*d^t*  ’ Mares,  pastor,  169  East 
e„ri2»  North  N  y"’"' 

n“' 

.  ^ighbody,  real  estate  and  building,  84  Highgate  Ave.,  Buffalo, 
Y.,  Louis  M.  Potter,  manufacturer,  Hamburg,  N.  Y.;  W  E 
Winger  manufacturer,  Warsaw,  N.  Y.  Reserve-D.  D.  Cottrell’ 

Bra|fo?d’*’p!!‘!"w^  A^  M'^;  ^  ®“P«"ntendent  of  schools,’ 

Bradford,  Pa.;  W.  A.  Notman,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE 

Raymond  Ave.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.; 
Alh^  Vinney,  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  John  J.  Meighen,  lawyer, 

Albert. Lea,  Minn.;  George  D.  Erickson,  attorney.  New  Ulm,  Minn. 
Besertie— A.  H.  Miller,  physician,  Waseca,  Minn.  ;  Henry  W.  Libbey, 

MONTANA  STATE  CONFERENCE 

Mecklenburg,  extension  secretary  Board  of 
emper^ce.  Prohibition,  and  Public  Morals,  100  Maryland  Avenue, 

SreY;’  n  S'  '  ^'’®'''®®  Cole,  pastor.  North  Montana 

Street,  Butte,  Mont.  Reserve— Cecil  L.  Clifford,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Kalispell,  Mont.;  H.  Styles,  pastor.  Great  Falls,  Mont. 

Lay — R.  J.  Cunningham,  V.  E.  Lewis. 

NEBRASKA  CONFERENCE 

levi!!!‘"i'l'’'^'^  vT®?f  Schreckengast,  chancellor  Nebraska  Wes- 
bracb-  w  ?  Marvin  E.  Gilbert,  extension  secretary  Ne- 

Neb  .  W  P®®t®*->  Albion, 

«eb.;  Bert  L.  Story,  pastor,  2414  E  Street,  Omaha,  Neb.;  Henry 

,«■  pastor,  Superior,  Neb.;  Samuel  Beechner  assistant 

te' E  ■’*'  I-  strXuhcorNrt. 

James  E.  Gettys,  financial  secretary  Conference  Claimants’  Society 
Lincoln,  Neb.;  Charles  W.  McCaskill,  pastor,  Beatrice,  Neb.;  IlTrry 


M‘"®®"’  ‘l«trict  superin- 
T^int^’  Madison  Ave.,  Lincoln,  Neb.  Bessrua— Alfred  V. 

Hunter,  district  superintendent,  Hastings,  Neb.;  M.  Allen  Keith 
^^tor,  Scottsbluff,  Neb,;  Paul  M.  Hillman,  pastor.  Grand  Island! 

WatsZ~i?5!*  Keamey,  Neb.;  Miss  EUa  M. 

SSer^FrieS'  i  K  WUliam  A.  Brown, 

11d!  «!trp..t  tY  ^’i^®vT  coal  merchant,  107  North 

32nd  VP  *’ n  vY?  ’  Melville  D.  Cameron,  banking,  216  North 
rhari^  H  ^“®*’®’,N®h-5  C.  Chadderdon,  Cambridge,  Neb.; 

Stornev^cn2«hi‘*ff  ’M’r^H*’  *^®"^®jph.  Neb.;  Beach  Aleman, 
tIo  ’  M.  Greenslit,  railroad  employee, 

I.tdc^  f  ^  Burlington  Ave.,  Hastings.  Neb.;  Isaac  J.  Nisley,  AstVict 

■Ea1ir7th^8trf*r’v^^l‘’'  ®™®®‘  S-  Schiefelbein,  la^er,  827 

Eas^  7th  ^reet,  Wahoo,  Neb.;  George  M.  Spurlock,  attorney,  York, 
xMeb.;  J.  Dean  Ringer,  postmaster,  Omaha,  Neb. 

NORTHWEST  INDIANA  CONFERENCE 
^nirferml— H.  L.  Davis,  secretary  Conference  Preachers’  Aid 

district  superintendent,  2029  South  Michigan  Ave.,  South  Bend,  I^Jd! 

banker~Yll2!ii?l“R’  “®*‘®'’®"L  Rensselaer,  Ind.;  C.  O.  Holmes, 
Danker,  1112-1114  Broadway,  Gary,  Ind.;  J.  B.  Camobell.  manu- 

^cturer,  ^ujh  Ber^,  Ind.;  W.  E.  Carpenter,  banker,  Brazil,  Ind. 
Be«erra--William  M.  Blanchard,  professor  DePauw  University 
Greencastle,  Ind.;  E.  L.  Morgan,  banker,  Chesterton,  Ind.  ’ 

PUGET  SOUND  CONFERENCE 

Magee,  pastor,  Seattle,  Wash.;  Everett  M. 
North  66th  Street,  Seattle,  Wash.;  Andrew  War- 

CeorYp  w  Tacoma,  Wash.; 

^'®t''‘ct  superintendent,  1311  Grant  Street,  Bel- 

ir  Mcoii^n  *d-  ?•  J-  Reid,  district  superintendent;  James 

r.  McQueen,  district  superintendent,  Chehalis,  Wash. 

Lay— John  W.  Wilkinson,  Bellingham,  Wash.;  Frederick  A 

ROCK  RIVER  CONFERENCE 

P®®*®"  Church,  Evanston,  III.; 

den  P®®*®*"  Chicago  Temple,  Chicago,  Ill.;  E.  C.  Lums- 

den,  distr^t  superintendent,  616  East  Fellows  Street,  Dixon,  Ill.; 

F-  C.  Eiselen,  president  Gar- 
rh.*.p2.*^*n  i.  Evanston,  Ill.;  M..  N,  English,  pastor  First 

Sr^’me^Slf^W^  r  r  C«*-Penter,  district  superintendent, 
MW  Tll’  »■’  o  P®®*®*"  Ottawa  Street  Church, 

RnApd  f  Re»erv^R.  E.  Diffendorfer,  corresponding  secretary 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  150  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City;  Fred 
D.  Stone,  pastor  Irving  Park  Church,  Chicago,  Ill.;  J.  Hastie  Od- 
iflinoi^'  superintendent,  77  West  Washington  Street.  Chicagl 

TK  °“®"’  -*25  South  Wells  Street,  Chicago  Ill  • 

PM^^DeKalh®  fif  University,  Evanston,  Illf;  ’e.”c! 

Ch^ak?  E  MacMurray,  112  West  Adams  Street, 

rS  ™  Clarence  Brown,  77  West  Washington  Street 

SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE 
Miniaferial-^laude  C.  Hall,  superintendent  of  orphanage,  Mt 

HauT"illY*C„Sro!f®H®‘  district  superintendent  Cen- 

liam  P*  m’pVav  a^®T°u’  ®®“®K«  president,  Lebanon,  Ill.;  Wil- 
lam  P.  Me Vey,  pastor,  Carbondale,  Ill.;  Walter  H.  Whitlock  dis¬ 
trict  supenntendent,  730  Veronica  Ave.,  East  St.  Louis,  Ill.  Reserve 
—Melvin  H.  I^ar,  Carbondale,  Ill.;  Charles  L.  Peterson,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  Mt.  Vernon,  111.  ’  ®® 

W®*®®"’  attorney,  401  North  Tenth  Street,  Mt.  Ver- 
Ppn’ptf  M.  Mitchell,  banker,  Mt.  Carmel,  Ill.;  Charles  F. 

’®a"‘o  Kmmundy,  Ill.;  Mrs.  Ethel  Neirgarth,  house¬ 
wife,  Edpmont  Station,  East  St.  I.ouis,  III;  John  3.  Brown  at- 

Ur'Merritl'A  'ri  '  t  ''•""’'-£■"'•1'  M.  Show,  sale.m.n,  Alton, 

UPPER  IOWA  CONFERENCE 

Coll'd Court,  pastor,  Davenport,  Iowa;  Frank 
^  ^‘'F®"  T*®"*^®"*’  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa;  Harry  C.  Culver 

rener«lYi‘-^t™°",’Ko"F^iJ  ““sistant  to  the  editor’ 

General  Minutes,  160  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City;  James  P.  Van 

P{‘®®“*®®L  Fayette,  Iowa.  Beserne- Aisley  R.  Grant,  pastor, 

enT*'^da*r™pin'^“T  C.  Witzigman,  district  superintend- 

Cui„?„tV®S’,JXVroo  I™w."  Cohfrttnoe 

Itoy— John  W.  Arbuckle,  lawyer,  Waterloo,  Iowa;  William  M 

R^lfnrd^T*'™"’  W'"*®'"  F.  Johannaber,  bankw, 

J!'  educatot,  Olewein,  Iowa;  Edward 

R.  Ristine,  educator,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa. 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  October  27,  1927 


Students  and  Faculty  of  the  Summer  School  of  Religious  Education,  Waveland,  Miss.,  June,  19X7 

Some  Achievements 

In  the  Field  of  Religious  Education  During  the  Summer  in  the  New  Orleans  Area 

By  the  Rev.  William  Jones 


IT  WOULD  require  too  much  space  to  mention  the 
numerous  projects  that  have  been  put  over  in  the 
field  of  religious  education  during  the  summer;  so  we 
mention  only  a  few  of  the  outstanding  achievements. 

During  the  month  of  June,  the  summer  school  of  re¬ 
ligious  education,  as  the  accompanying  cut  will  indicate, 
brought  together  at  Waveland  a  very  fine  group  of  young 
people.  They  came  from  the  States  of  Alabama,  Florida, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas.  The  school  was  con¬ 
ducted  for  two  weeks,  and  courses  were  offered  in  Old 
Testament  Outline;  Primary  Method;  Junior  Method; 
Intermediate  Method,  and  the  teaching  work  of  the 
church.  In  addition  to  the  classroom  work,  the  social 
and  recreational  activities  were  both  helpful  and  attract¬ 
ive.  Although  no  funds  were  available  for  scholarships, 
and  we  were  just  forty  miles  from  the  great  fiood  terri¬ 
tory,  our  enrollment  was  just  a  little  larger  than  last 
year  or  the  year  before. 

The  faculty  consisted  of  the  Rev.  R.  N.  Brooks,  D.D., 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary;  Rev.  W.  J.  King,  D.D., 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary;  Mrs.  Georgia  L.  Law- 
son,  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  and  Rev.  William  Jones,  director 
of  religious  education. 

At  the  close  of  the  school,  the  students  organized 
themselves  as  a  Boosters’  Club  of  the  Summer  School  of 
Religious  Education.  Miss  Althea  Landry,  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  was  elected  president,  and  Miss  Ruth  J.  Williams 
was  elected  vice-president. 

The  following  recommendations  were  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  student  body,  “in  order  to  maintain  the 
high  standards  and  to  realize  the  worthy  aims  set  forth 
by  the  school  and  to  assemble  a  creditable  enrollment” : 

A  change  of  dates  to  the  first  part  of  August,  due  to 
the  fact  that  many,  of  the  Sunday-school  teachers  are 
public-school  teachers  and  are  required  to  attend  the 


summer  normals,  which  convene  during  the  months  of 
June  and  July. 

A  wider  publicity  through  local  church  papers  and  a 
committee  on  attendance  in  each  local  church  in  the  New 
Orleans  Area  to  infiuence  worthy  students  to  attend  the^ 
next  session. 

Each  student  now  present  plans  to  be  present  in  1928 
and  to  strive  to  bring  at  least  one  additional  student 
with  him. 

A  library  with  the  necessary  reference  books  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  more  efficient  work. 

Daily  vacation  Bible  schools  have  been  conducted 
during  the  summer  at  Montgomery,  Sayreton,  Evergreen, 
Theodore,  and  Wetumpka.  The  school  at  Montgomery 
was  conducted  for  three  weeks  with  an  enrollment  of  fifty- 
nine;  at  Sayreton  for  three  weeks  and  two  days  with  an 
enrollment  of  eighty-three;  the  school  at  Evergreen  was 
conducted  for  one  week  with  two  sessions  per  day  and 
an  enrollment  of  fifty-nine;  Theodore  for  one  week  with 
two  sessions  per  day  and  an  enrollment  of  sixty-two; 
Wetumpka  for  one  week  with  two  sessions  per  day  and 
an  enrollment  of  seventy-seven.  Two  sessions  per  day 
really  gave  these  schools  an  equivalent  of  two  weeks 
each. 

Feeling  that  we  should  reach  a  larger  number  of  com¬ 
munities  than  schools  of  several  weeks  would  permit,  we 
decided  to  try  out  the  project  for  one  week  in  a  few 
places.  Evergreen  and  Theodore  are  typical  of  these 
experimental  schools.  We' opened  the  first  of  these  short¬ 
term  schools  at  Evergreen  on  Saturday  afternoon  with 
a  program  of  recreation.  Evergreen  is  a  small  rural  town 
of  three  or  four  thousand  inhabitants,  about  two  thirdsj 
of  which  are  colored.  There  are  no  amusements  for  col;! 
ored  people  except  a  public  dance  hall  just  across  the' 
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A  game  of  volley  ball.  Students  of  the  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
School,  Theodore,  Ala.,  July,  19S7 


street  from  the  church.  Its  influence  upon  the  young  life 
of  the  community  is  most  pernicious.  We  took  the  Sun¬ 
day-school  hour  on  Sunday  morning  to  get  the  work 
started  and  to  organize  our  classes.  A  session  was  held 
in  the  afteraoon.  Beginning  Monday,  the  mornings  were 
devoted  chiefly  to  instruction  worship  and  music.  The 
afternoons  were  devoted  to  expressional  activities  and 
to  recreation.  We  set  up  our  poles  on  a  vacant  lot  across 
the  street  from  the  church  and  hung  our  net  for  volley 
ball.  The  poles  were  torn  up  by  a  bunch  of  toughs  be¬ 
fore  our  eyes.  Fortunately,  the  church  lawn,  though  a 
little  rough,  proved  ample  for  our  purposes,  and  we 
moved  our  activities  there.  Fifty-nine  children  were  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  morning  classes  and  larger  numbers  joined 
the  recreational  activities  in  the  afternoon.  At  the  close 
of  the  session  on  Friday,  the  children  and  young  people 
were  organized  and  agreed  to  meet  one  afternoon  each 
week  for  y;ecreation  and  music. 

At  Theodore  the  school  was  conducted  along  prac- 
1  tically  the  same  lines  as  at  Evergreen.  The  entire  com¬ 
munity  came  out  in  the  afternoon  to  the  recreational  ac¬ 
tivities.  A  volley-ball  team  was  organized  and  a  croquet 
court  put  in  order.  Both  these  games  were  very  popular 
after  some  practice.  This  church  has  a  beautiful  play¬ 
ground  of  about  five  acres.  There  was  no  amusement 
or  recreation  except  an  occasional  baseball  game;  The 
young  people  are  beginning  to  take  up  Sunday  baseball 
to  the  dismay  of  the  pastor  and  some  of  the  members  of 
the  church.  These  same  young  people  agreed  that  they 
would  not  want  Sunday  baseball  if  given  more  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  recreation  during  the  week.  We  had  an  aver¬ 
age  of  more  than  a  hundred  persons  on  the  playground 
each  afternoon.  With  an  adequate  program,  a  wise  leader 
can  do  anything  with  these  young  people  that  he  wants 
to  do.  At  each  point  the  children  pleaded  to  stay  longer. 
The  leaders  say  they  will  have  a  longer  term  next  vear. 


A  group  of  sUtdents  of  the  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School,  Theo¬ 
dore,  Ala.,  /uly,  19S7 


What  is  Loving  an  Enemy? 

By  J.  H.  DiUard 

President  of  the  Slater  and  Jeanes  Funds;  member  of  the  General 
Educational  Board 


IT  WOULD  be  a  gain  if  we  would  try  to  clear  up  in 
our  minds  the  different  shades  of  meanings  which  the 
one  word  “love”  is  made  to  serve.  When  we  are  told 
to  love  our  neighbors  as  we  love  ourselves,  and  to  love 
our  enemies,  manifestly  the  meaning  of  love  is  not  ro¬ 
mantic  or  affectionate  or  parental  or  filial.  Many  words 
are  difficult,  that  is,  they  are  mere  attempts,  the  best 
we  can  do,  to  express  the  idea.  It  is  so  with  the  word 
love. 

In  the  great  thirteenth  chapter  of  first  Corinthians  our 
King  James  translation  uses  the  word  charity,  and  the 
more  recent  translations  have  substituted  the  word.  love. 
Charity  is  better.  Of  course,  it  does  not  mean  charity 
in  the  sense  of  giving  a  dime  to  a  beggar.  It  means  be- 
ing  kind  and  unselfish,  free  from  envy  and  jealousy,  not 
rejoicing  in  injustice,  but  welcoming  the  truth  and  not 
detraction  in  regard  to  our  neighbors  and  even  our  ene¬ 
mies. 


As  used  in  the  Bible  in  sentences  like  loving  our  neigh¬ 
bors  and  enemies,  the  word  love  carries  a  combination  of 
justice  and  kindness,  with  thinking  and  doing  justice  as 
the  basis.  Whatever  of  sentiment  may  precede  or  follow 
it,  justice  is  the  foundation  of  satisfactory  relations.  How 
easily  and  conventionally  we  use  the  words  brotherhood 
of  man,  and  loving  one’s  neighbor,  without  thinking  of 
the  ABC  of  justice.  Justice  is  something  practical,  has 
its  feet  on  the  ground. 


Our  translation  of  the  New  Testament,  in  several  out¬ 
standing  passages,  does  not  use  the  word  justice  where  this 
is  really  the  actual  translation.  For  example,  it  is,  “Seek 
ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  justice.”  And  in  St. 
Paul  s  definition  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  he  says,  it  is 
“Justice  and  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Spirit.”  When 
our  King  James  translation  was  made,  righteousness 
meant  primarily  rightness  or  justice.  The  CathoUc  trans¬ 
lation  does  in  fact  use  the  word  justice  in  these  pas¬ 
sages. 

It  is  worth  while  to  dwell  on  this  thought,  because  the 
basis  of  satisfactory  relations  amongst  men  must  be  jus¬ 
tice.  There  must  be  justice  before  the  law,  justice  in  our 
thoughts,  justice  in  our  dealings.  This  applies  to  indi¬ 
viduals,  to  governments,  and  to  races.  Dr.  Washington 
once  said  that  the  best  Southern  speech  on  race  relations 
he  ever  heard  was  made  by  a  certain  governor  who  began 
by  saying  that  he  laid  no  particular  claim  to  a  sentiment 
of  love  for  Negroes,  but  he  believed  in  justice.  This  is 
different  from  the  sentiment  that  still  hovers  aroumd  the 
ghost  of  the  “old  black  mammy."  However  fine  and  even 
beautiful  such  sentiment  may  be,  we  see  the  difference. 
In  the  ordinary  relations  of  life  justice  is  the  staple.  But, 
of  course,  we  need  kindness  and  mercy  to  supplement 
justice.  There  must  always  be  Good  Samaritans. 

Does  not  the  wonderful,  often  quoted  verse  in  the  book 
of  the  Prophet  Micah  cover  the  whole  ground?  It  is  in 
the  Old  Testament,  but  it  is  a  Christian  verse.  “What 
doth  the  Eord  require  of  thee  but  to  do  justly,  to  love 
mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God?”  Here  we 
have  the  whole  matter  beautifully  knit  together — ^justice, 
mercy,  and  reverent  obedience  to  the  will  of  Him  who  is 
Father  of  all. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IXTBBJTATIOa’AX.  SiBin 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Fanner 
AMOS  PLEADS  FOR  JUSTICE 

FOURTH  QUARTER.  LESSON  VI.  NOVEMBER  6 


dealings  (6.  16,  24).  Only  thus  could  come 
escape  from  the  national  disaster  decided 
upon  by  Jehovah. 

SAM  HUSTOK  COLLEGE. 

Missionary  Interpretation 

LeSSOK  rOB  SCNDAT,  NoVEMBEB  6,  1927' 
"Let  judgment  run  down  at  toateri.  and  right- 
eoutnest  a»  a  mighty  itream” 

(By  Rev.  D,  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  above  language  is  the  Golden  Text  of 


Scripture  Lc$$on — Amos  6  and  7.  salvation  by  declaring  that  their  dependence  -phe  above  language  is  the  Golden  Text  of 

^  salvation  was  all  In  vain,  that  the  t^e  lesson  and  contains  the  most  significant 

A  Th-lr  onlv  Lnc-rn  is  to  see  gards  the  externals  of  religion  Unless  accom- 


a  wvemment  ^ir  only  concern  is  to  see  oppressors 

that  justice,  based  upon  the  facts  presented  ,g  And  he  further  declared  that 

in  each  case,  is  ^ej  out  Before  them  all  l  “churches”  would  not  stay  the 

evU  hand  of  God,  for  as  long  as  there  was 
they  ^me  cor^  the  last  vestige  of  social  injustice,  oppression,  and  unrighteousness  in 
Mualiy  among  the  e  ti«eM  is  destroyed,  and  the  worship'  in  the  “churches”  was 

Th.1,  corruption  pn.)-,b.  .l».n.  oltber  bjr  th.lr  fo'rSl 


but  would  be  a  dav  or  tne  direst  evu  to  gards  the  externals  of  religion  unless  accom- 
them  as  well  as  to  the  rich,  their  oppressors  panied  by  a  living  faith.  All  the  effort  of  the 
(6.  18-20).  And  he  further  declared  that  church  to  establish  organized  Christianity  in 
worship  in  the  “churches”  would  not  stay  the  heathen  lands  will  come  to  naucht  unless  there 


worship  in  the  “churches”  would  not  stay  the  heathen  lands  will  come  to  naught  unless  there 
evil  hand  of  God,  for  as  long  as  there  was  jg  consistent  living  among  missionaries  and 
injustice,  oppression,  and  unrighteousness  in  the  church  on  the  home  field.  The  people 
society  the  worship  in  the  “churches”  was  of  heathen  lands  have  religious  insight.  They 
itself  obnoxious  to  Jehovah  (8.  14;  6.  6,  21-23).  cannot  be  led  bv  those  in  whom  they  have 


accepting  bribes  for  their  decision,  or  by  their 
group  interests  which  influence  them  to  de- 


cannot  be  led  by  those  in  whom  they  have 
not  confidence.  The  world  has  become  so 
small  that  those  of  the  most  backward  na- 


„Ta  expected  from  that  source!  Some  few  have 

Anot^  ®0!  prophecy  has  never  been 

well  taken.  Amos  could  hardly  have  ex¬ 
ternal,  politteal,  clMS,  or  wfit  not.  In  islael  favorable  reaction  to  his  “rad 


all  in  vain;  that  no  social  salvation  is  to  be  tions  have  some  world  vision. 

expected  from  that  source!  Some  few  have  piic  Orient  is  to-day  opposed  to  the  or- 

done  so;  but  their  prophecy  has  never  been  ranked  Western  church.  The  people  of  In 


of  Amos’  day  the  judiciary  was  corrupt  in  u® uf imcresi,  me  a«|iuuc  ui  u.c 

both  of  these  ways.  As  between  groups,  de-  Probably  he  tbwght  of  mcitmg  th^  white  American  toward  his  darker  brother 

cision  was  handed  down  in  favor  of  the  well-  ^  T  1  Z  ‘"a***®.  9^  America, 

to-do  as  against  the  poor,  and  as  between  *'1^  pv  b**®  r"®!  ‘’®’*f^®,  is  following 

members  of  the  same  group  decisions  were  what  thing  d^erent  be  could  b^e  sa,d  ex-  Christ  Judgment  does  not  run  like  water 

handed  down  in  favor  of  the  litigant  having  «pt  in  plain  Hebrew  to  tell  the  p<mr  to  begin  through  American  life.  Righteousness  is  not 

the  largest  purse  to  offer,  irrespertive  of  thi  «  war  against  the  plutocratic  govern-  a  mighty  stream,  the  currents  of  which  bear 

facts  nrcscntcd  In  the  case  %is  made  it  ™^"t  as  a  means  of  saving  themselves  from  the  fruits  of  righteousness  to  all  who  dwell 

impLs?ble  for  the  poor  to  grt  justice  in  the  their  present  lot,  as  well  as  to  save  the  na-  on  American  soil,  with  leaves  which  are  for 

court  if  his  case  involved  a  man  of  means;  tion  from  the  impending  bu  *  '®®Ur  the  healing  of  the  nations, 

and  if  it  involved  another  poor  man  who  was  doom  of  Jehovah.  By  undermining  the  onlj  The  prophet  Amos  is  undertaking  to  bring 
too  principled  to  offer  a  bribe,  this  modest  ground  of  hope  to  thff  poor  he  certainly  in-  Israel  back  to  God.  They  were  of  His  chosen 
man  was  sure  to  lose,  no  matter  how  just  directly  suggested  such  a  revolution.  And  people  until  they  went  away  in  seeking  other 
may  have  been  his  cause.  So  the  way  of  the  he  indirectly  suggested  also  to  any  ambibous  ^ods  and  became  entangled  with  the  sms  of 
meek  was  turned  aside.  This  corruption  led  leader  the  plausibility  of  overthrowing  King  the  people  who  dwelt  among  and  about  them, 
to  the  most  merciless  oppression  of  the  poor  Jeroboam’s  dynasty  as  a  means  of  national  There  was  so  much  of  the  nature  of  the  re- 
hv  thp  well-to-do.  And  the  most  helnless  dis-  salvation.  We  saw  a  few  weeks  ago  that  HbIous  about  them  in  their  worship  and  sac- 


ganized  Western  church.  The  people  of  In¬ 
dia  and  China  are  greatly  in  favor  of  Christ, 
but  not  so  favorable  to  Christianity.  They 
watch,  with  keen  interest,  the  attitude  of  the 


Probably  he  had  no  thought  of  inciting  the  white  American  toward  his  darker  brother 
poor  to  revolt  against  the  government.  But  in  the  social  and  religious  life  of  America, 
had  he  had  such  a  thought,  we  do  not  see  and  do  not  believe  America  is  following 
what  thing  different  he  could  have  said  ex-  Christ.  Judgment  does  not  run  like  water 
cept  in  plain  Hebrew  to  tell  the  poor  to  begin  through  American  life.  Righteousness  is  not 
a  class  war  against  the  plutocratic  govern-  a  mighty  stream,  the  currents  of  which  bear 
ment  as  a  means  of  saving  themselves  from  the  fruits  of  righteousness  to  all  who  dwell 
their  present  lot,  as  well  as  to  save  the  na-  on  American  soil,  with  leaves  which  are  for 


tion  from  the  impending  but  conditional 
doom  of  Jehovah.  By  undermining  the  only 
ground  of  hope  to  thff  poor  he  certainly  in- 


the  healing  of  the  nations. 

The  prophet  Amos  is  undertaking  to  bring 
Israel  back  to  God.  They  were  of  His  chosen 


directly  suggested  such  a  revolution.  And  people  until  they  went  away  in  seeking  other 
he  indirectly  suggested  also  to  any  ambitious  gods  and  became  entangled  with  the  sins  of 


to  the  most  merciless  oppression  of  the  poor 
by  the  well-to-do,  and  the  most  helpless  dis¬ 
satisfaction  of  the  poor. 

The  Hope  of  the  Poor.  In  a  case  like  this 
there  is  one  of  three  things  that  the  poor 
may  do:  They  may  despair  of  any  change, 
and  become  permanently  resigned  to  their 
fate;  they  may  despair  of  any  change  through 
peaceable  means,  and,  becoming  rebellious 
and  radical,  seek  a  change  through  violence; 
and  they  may  become  temporarily  resigned  to 
their  fate  in  hope  that  God  will,  in  His  good 


salvation.  We  saw  a  few  weeks  ago  that  Hgious  about  them  in  their  worship  and  sac- 
Elijah  learned  at  Horeb  that  God  would  not  rifices  that  God  came  to  despise  their  feast 
effect  a  social  change  by  any  natural  catas-  days  and  would  not  accept  their  offerings.  It 


trophe,  but  that  the  change  would  come  by 
an  overthrowing  of  Ahab’s  dynasty  through 
a  coup  d’etat  (1  Kings  19.  15-17).  The  king’s 


is  impossible  to  compromise  with  Jehovah. 
Even  our  preaching  and  our  singing  is  but 
“noise”  before  God  if  our  hearts  are  not 


priest  may  have  been  mistaken,  but  his  inter-  right,  and  judgment  and  righteousness  do  not 
pretation  of  Amos’  words  in  that  way  was  permeate  what  we  do. 

not  entirely  groundless  (Amos  7.  10-13).  The  cry  of  India  to-day  is  to  know  the 
Amaziah  was  like  the  clergy  of  France  be-  Christ  whose  presence  pervades  the  whole  life 
fore  the  revolution — part  and  parcel  of  the  of  a  people.  They  move  in  the  mass  and  will 
godless  administration,  prospering  by  condi-  t^^n  bv  whole  communities  to  Christ  rather 

.«  ^>1  _ _J _ _  1 _ .  .....  ■  A 


Hme  Avenire  their  wronirs  Rarelv  does  anv  aaminisiraiion,  prospering  uy  eonui-  mm  by  whole  communities  to  t.nrist  ratner 

Sr“uV)  tekf  the  flrs73'  The  sLS  wll  tions  as  they  were,  and  therefore  deeply  in-  than  to  the  church.  Little  progress  is  made 
^oup  laKe  xnc  •nrsi;  way.  Anc  sccunu  way  *1.^.  maSnfAininrr  j?--  j.i-_  ttj _ j _ u..  _ _ 


group  take  the  first  way.  ihe  second  way 

is  thie  way  of  the  militant  socialists  to-day;  ....  i.  „  _ _ i.  ,  l  •  n  j  -tu 

and  the  third  way  has  been  the  way  of  the  the  etatus  quo  at  any  cost.  unless  the  whole  social  stream  is  flavored  with 

American  Negro.  It  was  also  the  wav  of  Amoe’  Remedy.  Amos’  method  of  remedy-  the  Christ  spirit,  and  judfpnent  and  justice 
these  poor  Israelites.  They  patientlv  ‘bore  ing  these  social  evils  was  by  a  moral  and  run  down  everywhere  to  make  happy  the  lives 

their  sad  plight,  and  hoped  that  God‘ would  spiritual  appeal  in  the  name  of  Jehovah  to  of  all  the  people.  The  whole  of  life  must  be 

in  some  way  soon  effect  a  revolution  in  their  those  in  authority  to  establish  an  incorrupt  full  of  God.  1  his  is  our  work  to  fill  the 

condition.  So  they  longed  for  the  “day  judiciary,  and  to  all.  the  people  to  practice  whole  world  with  God  s  love  and  grace, 

of  Jehovah,”  when  He  would  down  with  their  social  and  civic  righteousness  in  all  of  their  oammox  semixary. 
oppressors  and  cure  all  of  their  woes. 

The  oppressors,  on  the  other  hand,  felt  no  _  ^ 

anxiety  at  all  about  the  “day  of  Jehovah.”  1.1  T  ^  ^  ^ .  a  ■■  y-s 

They  reckoned  that,  even  if  that  day  should  13  O  FX  ll  JLi0  ^^1-10  XOlJlC 

come  at  all,  it  wm  so  far  off  that  they  had  “  b 

no  need  to  fear  for  it  (6.  3).  The  fact  is  NOVEMBER6 

that  they  did  not  believe  in  the  day  of  Je-  '  - 

hovah  at  all,  but  only  encouraged  the  poor  ttTJTJAV  VX?  'T'lIT?T>T?T7nTJT?l” 

in  their  belief  in  it.  What  they  were  con-  x  XV  A  i  X  Jli  J.  lx  Ji<  Iv  Hi  x  U  Iv  Hi  . 

cerned  about  was  in  having  things  their  way 

while  their  “day”  lasted.  They  were  much  '  '  '  . 

like  the  nobles  in  France  just  before  the  out-  The  Place  Whereon  Thou  Standest.  The  angelic  messenger  of  God  asking  for  the  word 
break  of  the  French  revolution;  and,  in  fact,  earliest  narrative  of  Israel’s  conquest  of  Ca-  which  he  brought  from  Jehovah.  Then  came 
like  the  oppressive  rich  in  every  age  every-  naan,  “the  promised  land,”  reports  a  thrilling  the  answer  as  an  oracle  from  Jehovah; 
where.  Thw  were  happy  in  having  the  poor  episode  in  the  life  of  the  young  leader,  “Put  off  thy  shoe  from  off  thy  foot;  for 
depend  on  God  for  salvation.  For  their  faith  .Toshua.  Israel  was  just  on  the  point  of  the  place  whereon  thou_  standest  is  holy.” 
would  keep  them  from  becoming  radical  and  launching  her  campaign.  Joshua,  no  doubt.  As  we  stand  to-day  in  the  first  Sunday  of 
attempting  a  change  by  violent  means.  Mean-  was  somewhat  nervous  and  anxiras,  fearful  the  Epworth  League  s  greatest  month,  I  feel 
while  the  rich  chuckled  in  their  increased  as  to  the  outcome,  yet  knowing  that  the  the  power  and  the  call  of  that  divine  oracle 


terested  in  the  name  of  Ood  in  maintaining  for  the  Kingdom  by  personal  reformation 


and  the  third  way  has  been  the  way  of  the 
American  Negro.  It  was  also  the  way  of 
these  poor  Israelites.  They  patiently  bore 


unless  the  whole  social  stream  is  flavored  with 
the  Christ  spirit,  and  judgment  and  justice 


Epworth  League  Topic 

NOVEMBER  6 

“PRAY  YE  THEREFORE!” 

(Luke  10.  1,  2) 

The  Place  Whereon  Thou  Standest.  The  angelic  messenger  of  God  asking  for  the  word 


profit  by  the  simple  faith  of  the 


They  critical  mopent  had  arrived. 


spared  no  pains  in  making  the  national  Suddenly,  so  reads  this  heroic  epic  of  the 
“churches”  at  Bethel,  Gilgal,  and  Beer-sheba  conquest,  Joshua  had  a  unique  experience 


to  Joshua.  To-day  at  the  verge  of  our  an- 


Suddenly,  so  reads  this  heroic  epic  of  the  nual  intensive  campaign  to  deepen  the  life 
nquest,  Joshua  had  a  unique  experience  of  young  people  and  to  acquaint  one  another 
elated  to  him  in  a  vision.  There  seemed  with  Christ,  I  seem  to  be  conscious  of  that 


••churcfies '  at  i^etneL  uiigai,  ana  Decr-sneoa  conquest,  josnua  naa  a  unique  experience  j  vuhik  pcv/picr  anu  vruvr  anwwj.v. 

popularly  attractive  and  the  worship  there  mediated  to  him  in  a  vision.  There  seemed  with  Christ,  1  seem^  to  be  conscious  of  that 

tbe  most  emotionally  satisfying  in  order  that  to  confront  him  a  young  man  with  drawn  great  word  as  a  living  message  to  the  youth 

as  the  people  rejoiced  enthusiastically  in  their  sword  in  hand.  Not  yet  sensing  the  mean-  of  the  Epworth  League  to-day:  .  .  ,  „ 

religion  and  hope  for  the  future,  they  would  ing  of  his  experience,  Joshua  approached  him  “The  place  whereon  thou  standest  is  holy- 

more  and  more  lose  sight  of  their  present  and  challenged:  Ood's  Campaign,  Not  Ours.  The  sugge.y 

oppression  and  be  enabled  to  endure  it  more  “Art  thou  for  us  or  for  our  adversaries?”  tion  of  the  .Joshua  incident  for  us  to-day  is 

patiently.  The  answer;  that  the  campaign  to  win  our  comrades  to 

Futility  of  Thie  Hope.  Amos  agreed  with  “Nay,  but  as  prince  of  the  host  of  Jehovah  Christ  and  to  deejicr  reality  in  Christian  liv- 

the  DOor  as  asrainst  the  rich  that  the  “day  of  am  I  now  come.”  ling  is  God’s  campaign,  not  ours.  Never  hrt 


religion  and  hope  for  the  future,  they  would  jng  of  his  experience,  Joshua  approached  him 
more  and  more  lose  sight  of  their  present  and  challenged: 


oppression  and  be  enabled  to  endure  it  more  “Art  thou  for  us  or  for  our  adversaries?”  tion  of  the  .Joshua  incident  for  us  to-day  is 

patiently.  The  answer;  that  the  campaign  to  win  our  comrades  to 

Futility  of  Thie  Hope.  Amos  agreed  with  “Nay,  but  as  prince  of  the  host  of  Jehovah  Christ  and  to  deeiier  reality  in  Christian  liv- 

the  poor  as  against  the  rich  that  the  “day  of  am  I  now  come.”  ling  is  God’s  campaign,  not  ours.  Never  hrt 

Jehovah”  would  come  and  was  very  near.  Joshua  in  reverence,  in  awed  relief,  and  the  spirit  of  God  ceased  to  reach  the  hearto 

But  he  deprived  them  of  their  only  hope  of  in  humility  fell  upon  his  face  before  this  of  youth4for  life’s  finer  values.  It  was  Gods 


tion  of  the  .Joshua  incident  for  us  to-day  is 
that  the  campaign  to  win  our  comrades  to 
Christ  and  to  deeper  reality  in  Christian  liv-i 
ling  is  God’s  campaign,  not  ours.  Never  hasj 


Joshua  in  reverence,  in  awed  relief,  and  the  spirit  of  God  ceased  to  reach  the  hear^ 
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^  campaign  long  before  it  was  ours,  and  while 
H  we  must  keenly  feel  our  responsibUitr  in  it. 
W  we  must  likewise  hold  it  clearly  in  mind  for 
steadiness,  for  right  perspective,  and  for  en- 
coura^ment  that  we  are  helping  God,  and 
that  God  is  fighting  for  us.  As  Joshua 
achieved  for  Jehovah,  Jehovah  fought  with 


achieved  for  Jehovah,  Jehovah  fought  with 
Joshua,  helping  him  at  every  step.  For  every 
League  president,  first  vice-president,  and  all 
others  Interested  in  the  campaign  to  realise 
this  at  the  start  would  take  the  strain  and 
tension  out  of  the  weak  and  put  it  on  a  high 
and  wholesome  plane  with  all  of  us  earnestly 
and  trustfully  faced  Godward. 

When  the  Yield  of  the  Field  ie  Great. 
Somehow  until  to-day  I  have  usually  read 
yie  two  verses  of  Luke  which  form  our 
j  ®  distinctly  religioue  thing, 

/u  !  represented  folks  to  be  won  to 
I  hrist.  The  laborers  were’  the  personal  work- 
ers  that  went  out  after  them  and  brought  in 
the  sheaves,  and  there  were  always  more 
sheaves  to  be  garnered  tlian  there  were  folks 
to  harvest  them.  Now  I  think  it  does  mean 
that;  still  let  us  approach  it  in  a  more  direct 
and  human  way. 

Jesus  is  portraying  a  situation  that  every 
farmer  in  Palestine  understood  at  once.  Some 
years  of  course  the  land  yield  was  discour- 
*?**'gly  small.  Every  farmer  could  easily 
garner  his  own  crop,  and  it  was  discouraging 
enough.  But  other  seasons  would  bring  the 
bumper  crop.  The  yield  was  immense.  Every 
aborer  whom  the  farmer  could  get  was  en¬ 
listed,  and  even  then  there  were  not  enough 


workers  to  take  care  of  it  adequately.  The 
days  were  fair,  the  harvest  beyond  fondest 
hopes,  but  they  could  not  find  folks  enough 
to  go  out  Into  the  fields  and  bring  it  under 
cover,  into  barns,  or  into  the  commercial 
channels  that  would  set  it  to  productive  use 
for  huinanity.  Can  you  not  picture  the 
owner  of  the  field  coming  out  from  his  ad¬ 
ministrative  plfice  duties,  looking  out  over  the 
heavily  yielding  fields,  and  over  the  scattered 

vest!  But  we  haven’t  half  enough  workers! 
I  hope  men  seeking  work  may  ^ow  up  to- 

K  in  case  of 

heavy  ram  ? 

The  Peychologieai  Moment.  Now  let  us 
apply  it  to  the  great  moment  when  Jesus 
uttered  this  germ  of  a  parable.  Thirty-five 

AlSZ  ‘'''•■■el- 


-  ---  - -  wv.  u»ii  iiiucs  more  tnan 

others  the  human  harvest  reaches  the  psycho¬ 
logical  moment  for  garnering.  Reap  it  then 

’■'“P  “  As  He  sent 

them  forth  He  said,  “The  harvest  indeed  is 
plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  few.”  What 
are  thirty-five  teams  of  two  among  the  teem¬ 
ing  thousands  of  the  lost  sheep  whom  Christ 
craved  to  reach?  It  was  not  ideal,  but  the 
time  was  ripe,  and  though  but  few  were 
ready  and  quipped  to  go  upon  such  an  er¬ 
rand,  the  situation  was  so  urgent  that  Ife 
SrSy.”"*"*  ii«d.-Epworth  League 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

•  WARREN  (PITTSBURGH)  CHURCH 
has  UNUSUAL  PROGRAM 

■  Episcopal  Church  has 

just  closed  a  series  of  meetings,  more  suc- 
cessful  and  far-reaching  in  effect  than  any 
of  the  kind  witnessed  here  in  a  %'erv  lon'ir 
^tinie. 

A  It  has  seemed,  in  tlie  past  several  years, 
« almost  an  impossibility  to  have  a  revival 
where  men  and  women  were  convinced  of 
tile  error  of  their  ways  and  filled  with  an 
earnest  desire  to  do  better.  This  condition 
has  been  a  prevalent  one.  Now  and  then  a 
whirlwind  of  excitement  has  swept  many  into 
churches,  and  with  the  .'dying 
of  the  excitement  thej-  swept  as  easily  out 
again.  ^ 

The  services  which  just  closed  were  re¬ 
markable  for  the  absence  of  this  whirlwind, 
P*®“  heard,  it  seemed,  that 
still  small  voice  of  the  Christ  through  the 
medium  of  His  servant,  the  Rev.  C.  T.  Par- 
•■c«soning  calmly  and  logically. 

I  nc  additions  to  the  church  durine  the  two 
weeks  were  sixty-five.  The  attendance  was 
large.  Visitors  came  from  all  parts  of  the 
city,  and  the  effect  of  the  meetings  was  car¬ 
ried  with  them  as  they  went  their  separate 
pnfhed?^**”  estimate  the  good  accom- 

.  During  the  campaign  the  Rev.  Parker,  who 
s  the  pastor  of  Wiley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Newcastle,  Ind.,  and  former  pro¬ 
fessor  of  PhUander  Smith  College,  conducted 
a  special  meeting  for  young  people.  His  sub¬ 
let  on  this  occasion  was,  “Choosing  a  Life 
work.  He  was  assisted  in  this  service  by 
Miss  Rachel  Taylor,  secretary  of  the  Y.  W. 

Y  M  secretary  of  the 

Ini  1  ‘  i  '  -1  ■’  whom  contributed 

argely  to  the  great  success  of  the  meeting 
■s  a  whole.  * 

Throughout  the  campaign.  Prof.  Wm. 
Ward,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  one  of  the  race’s 
greatest  evangelistic  singers,  was  an  inval- 
uable  assistant.  Mr.  Ward  has  a  trained 
roice  of  great  power,  and  is  a  wonderful 
sample  of  a  young  man  who  has  devoted  his 
>  bMutiful  talent  to  a  service  for  Christ. 
Ur.  Parker  went  from  liere  to  St.  Louis,  i 

Clair  *1'  deliver  lectures  and  conduct 
'issses  in  the  school  of  theology,  under  the  i 
Wspires  of  the  Commission  on  the  Confer-  i 
kavi  Study.  This  necessitated  his  i 

'fvival.  The  Rev.  W.  H.  Dean,  district  su-  t 


Pittsburgh  Conference, 
ably  filled  the  pulpit  for  those  three  remain¬ 
ing  evenings. 

j  Some  mention  must  be  made  of  the  Rev 

D  ®  of  Warren  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church,  who  planned  and  made 
s  possible  this  splendid  program.  Pittsburgh 
-  IS  fortunate  in  having  the  Rev.  Bryant  as 
r  one  of  Its  pastors,  a  man  of  scholarly  at- 
y  tainment  and  consecrated  life.  It  was  he 
who  paved  the  way  by  inspiring  a  confidence, 

.  a  deep  resjiect,  and  love  in  the  hearts  of  his 
I  congregation,  and  by  bringing  them  closer 
f  to  each  other  through  prayer,  consecration, 

1  and  earnest  teaching. 

I  _ 

I  Philadelphia,  Mies. — Sunday,  October  2, 

.  was  a  high  day  in  Mt.  Zion  Church.  We  had 
our  ground-breaking  for  the  beginning  of 
our  n^  churoh,  and  we  raised  $175.  The 
Rev.  E.  W.  Rogers,  of  the  Philadelphia 
charge,  and  the  Rev.  Wheeler  Batts,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  were  with  us  and  brought  wonderful 
messages  We  ask  them  to  come  again.- 

Reporter^"  Gladys  Jackson, 

Ethel,  Mies.— Mt.  Levington  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Sunday,  September  24., 

the  Twelve  Tribe”  rally.  The  church’s  mem¬ 
bership  was  divided  into  twelve  clubs;  each 
club  reported  well.  At  11  o’clock  the  be¬ 
loved  pastor.  Rev.  J.  H.  Everett,  rendered 
a  wonderful  sermon.  At  the  close  of  the 
services  Sunday  night  the  roll  of  the  Tribes 
was  called.  Total  raised  for  the  day,  $100.73 
We  are  moving  upward  and  onward.— W.  M  i 
Turnbo,  Reporter. 

Enterprise,  Mi,# —The  pastor  held  three  ' 
successful  revivals  on  the  charge,  assisted  at 
two  chur^es  by  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Bohannon  ] 
and  the  I^v.  Milsap,  who  preached  strong  I 
sermons.  One  meeting  was  conducted  by  the  ( 
writer.  Fourteen  were  added  to  the  church.  ( 
I  he  meeting  has  closed,  but  the  spiritual  fire  i 
is  still  burning.  We  now  turn  our  eyes  to-  J 
ward  the  Annual  Conference,  with  the  hope  s 
of  closing  out  the  best  year’s  work.  One  o 
subscriber  was  secured  for  the  Southwestern.  ii 
— W.  L.  Mills.  Pastor  , 

Starkville,  Miss. — October  9  marked,  the  be-  ^ 
ginning  of  our  financial  drive.  Bro.  Henry  ^ 
Robinson  was  on  the  job,  leading  the  men  ! 
in  this  financial  drive.  Sister  Ada  Lovely,  * 
who  knows  no  failure,  as  leader  of  the  ^ 
women,  went  forward  with  a  smile  on  her 
face,  saying  the  women  must  lead;  and  they  IV 
are  leading  so  far.  On  the  above  date  the  ir 


rhe  capons  turned  over  to  the  treasurer  $140. 
est  GriflSn  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
igh  18  on  an  uphill  march,  and  our  slogan  is,  “It 
aer  can  be  done  and  must  be  done.”  Prav  for 
:ial  us.— Reporter.  ^  ' 

use 

the  O^goxv,  Mo. — A  most  successful  rally  was 
id-  conducted  at  Lewis  Chapel  Methodist  Epis- 
the  copal  Church,  Sunday,  September  11.  There 
.ed  were  two  clubs:  No.  1,  fed  by  Mrs.  Bulsh 
If.  Jenkins,  raised  $92.85;  No.  2,  led  by  Mrs.  Ida 
fgj  CasOT,  $92.36;  total,  $185.21.  The  Revs.  R. 
to-  H.  Young  and  F.  D.  Avant,  of  Slater  and 
of  Armstrong,  respectively,  were  present  with 

a  good  representation  of  their  people.  There 

us  Chapel.  The  Rev.  R.  H.  Young 

ve  P'’c®ched  a  most  excellent  sermon  in  the  after- 

noon.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  H.  T.  Reeves, 
^  18  pushing  things  to  the  front.— Mrs.  Jennie 

Booker,  Secretary. 

D  Miss. — Our  new  stone  church  at 

the  history  of  our 
en  Methodism.  On  the  day  of  entrance,  800  or 
nt  more  people  were  on  the  ground.  There  was 
IS  one  accession  to  the  church  and  $100  was 
at  raised  and  paid  to  the  pastor.  Too  much 
Q-  cannot  be  said  of  these  good  people  for  their 
St  loyajty  This  church  as  it  stands  to-day  is 
^e  worth  $5,000.  We  are  glad  to  have  with  us 
re  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Wright,  and  we 
r-  hope  to  have  him  return  to  us  another  year, 
re  Our  motto  is  to  stand  by  our  church  along 
le  all  lines.  Miss  M.  B.  Hardy,  Reporter. 

X  ^x*^^**?*®'  — A  great  revival  was  held 

at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
Rev.  S.  L.  Harrison,  of  Hickory,  Miss.,  was 
the  preacher  for  the  occasion.  His  sermons 
were  inspiring  and  convincing  each  night. 
Ihis  was  the  second  revival  of  this  Confer- 
ence  year,  and  gave  us  a  total  of  twenty-eight 
converts.  The  Rev.  F.  W.  WUliams  has  la- 
bored  hard  this  Conference  year,  and  his  re- 

t  ""  ‘"crease  along  all  lines; 

I  World  Service  paid  in  full,  and  other  claims 

h  anniversary  of 

s  W'P'uuis’  fifth  year  as  pastor  was 

celebrated  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  the  mem- 
-  bers  prayed  for  his  return.— R.  Millen. 

Martins  Ferry,  Ohio— The  Steubenville 
5  group  held  a  one-day’s  session  in  Martins 
r  Eerry  at  the  Second  Methodist  Episcopal 
,  Church  on  Tuesday,  September  20.  "nie  Rev. 

1.  L.  Ferguson,  district  superintendent,  was 
with  us  and  gave  a  very  helpful  and  in¬ 
structive  discourse.  Mrs.  Myrtle  Leavitt 
,  read  a  paper  on  “The  Progress  of  Christian¬ 
ity  which  was  excellent.  The  Rev.  Wil- 
r  Iiams,  of  Wheeling,  gave  a  brief  talk,  and 
'  n®  "®^'  ''^®®  "l®sed  with  a  sermon  by  the 
1  Rev.  G.  Shephard  Lawrence,  of  Bellaire, 
whose  subject  was,  “Go  Forward.”  The  next 
meeting  was  scheduled  to  be  held  at  Bellaire 
on  October  18.— Mrs.  J.  A.  James,  Reporter. 

Garlandville,  Miss.— Mt.  Zion  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  September  4-9  marked  a 
great  event  in  the  history  of  our  church.  A 
great  revival  meeting  was  held  and  the  re- 
smts  were  great.  Eight  souls  were  added  to 
the  church:  three  conversions  and  five  ac¬ 
cessions.  One  infant  was  baptised.  Sixty 
dollars  was  raised  and  paid  to  the  pastor, 
who  rendered  fine  service.  All  who  heard 
him  were  delighted  with  the  fine  messages 
brought  each  day.  The  subject  of  his  most 
outstanding  sermon  was,  “Sin  will  kill  you.” 
God  bless  our  pastor.  We  hope  to  have  him 
with  us  for  another  year,  and  we  are  plan¬ 
ning  greater  things.— R.  B.  Burns,  Reporter. 

Schulenhurg,  Texar- Sunday,  September 
18,  was  our  regular  pastoral  day  at  Jordan 
Chapel,  on  Oakland  and  Brown’s  Chapel  cir¬ 
cuit.  Sunday  school  was  conducted  by  James 
Chase  and  reviewed  by  the  pastor.  The  morn- 
ing  ser^ce  was  very  enthusiastic.  The  Rev. 

J.  N.  Hooey,  our  pastor,  preached  a  very 
strong  Mrmon  from  Jas.  1.  22,  “Be  Ye  Doew 
of  the  Word”;  subject,  “Holy  Spirit  Direct¬ 
ing  the  Soul  Winner.”  The  evening  service 
was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Prof.  W.  D.  New- 
^n,  who  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon 
from  Luke  12,  “Beware  of  the  leaven  of  the 
Pharisees.  Receipts  for  the  day  were 
W0.11.--The  Rev,  J.  N.  Hooey,  Pastor;  James 
C-ziiASCf  RcportcF* 

Gia.--We  are  pleased  to  report  that 
Morris  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Oiurch  is 
in  a  fair  condition  religiously,  socially,  and 
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financially.  Peace  and  harmony  prevail  be¬ 
tween  pastor  and  people.  The  people  are  to 
be  commended  for  the  interest  tnev  are  mani¬ 
festing  in  the  work  of  the  church.  On  Oc¬ 
tober  9,  the  captains  reported  the  following 
amounts:  Clara  Johnson,  $4.42;  Llszie  Brown, 
$10.42;  Emma  Grimes,  $15.86;  L.  C.  Brown, 
$10.54;  Easter  Hood,  $10,90;  Robert  Hood, 
$16.47;  total  for  the  day,  $77.  The  good 
people  have  renovated  the  church  at  a  cost 
of  $150.  We  are  getting  ready  for  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  Balance  due  our  pastor, 
$25.  A  more  loyal  people  cannot  be  found 
anywhere  than  the  people  at  Morris  Chapel. 
— Lissie  Brown,  Reporter. 

Oxford,  Mitt. — The  writer’s  third  anniver¬ 
sary  as  pastor  of  Burns  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  celebrated  September  9,  1927, 
The  anniversary  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr. 
Alexander,  pastor  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Church,  Water  Valley,  Miss. 
On  Friday  night  the  members  arranged  a  sur¬ 
prise  social  for  the  pastor  and  his  wife.  It 
was  uniquely  arranged.  The  church  was 
beautifully  decorated,  and  after  an  interest¬ 
ing  program-  the  pastor  and  his  wife  were 
presented  with  a  pantry  containing  sufficient 
groceries  to  last  three  months,  and  also  a 
purse  of  $78.  It  was  planned  by  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Peterson,  who  was  assisted  by  Mrs.  Mattie 
Collins,  Mary  Mosley,  Fannie  Young,  Jessie 
Boles,  Elvle  Triplett,  W.  R.  Boles,  Macon 
Taylor,  T.  Thlrkleld.  A  wonderful  poem  on 
“Anniversary,”  which  space  will  not  permit 
ns  to  reproduce  here,  was  composed  by  Mrs. 
L.  M.  Peterson. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  King. 

Jackton,  Mitt. — We  had  a  pew  rally  at  the 
Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
September  20.  The  membership  was  divided 
into  married  and  single  people.  The  reports 
were  as  follows:  Mesdames  I.  Scott,  $26;  S. 
Littles,  $20.88;  K.  Barber,  $12;  M.  L.  Cole¬ 
man,  ^2.18;  Misses  G.  Mott,  $10.25;  M.  Cole¬ 
man,  $21.15;  G.  Holmes,  $11  AO;  paid  pastor, 
$8.50;  sexton,  $1;  grand  total,  $127.11.  The 
pew  rally  was  conducted  for  tlte  indebtedness 
of  the  church.  We  have  some  good,  loyal 
members  at  this  church,  men  and  women.  We 
thank  our  Baptist  members  and  fl-lends  of 
McRavin  Baptist  Church  for  their  help.  The 
Rev.  A.  J.  Polk,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
preached  a  good  sermon.  We  are  planning 
to  bring  a  number  of  subscriptions  for  the 
Southwestern  up  to  the  Conference  at  Jack- 
son,  Miss.,  next  year.  We  are  also  planning 
to  go  over  the  top  with  all  claims  that  were 
given  this  small  membership  to  raise.  Pray 
for  our  success. — R.  B.  Anderson,  Reporter. 


Pontiac,  Mich. — We  have  just  closed  a 
fifteen-day  revival,  which  was  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Mrs.  E.  Wilson  Dudley,  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  with  twenty-six  additions  to  our  church ; 
twenty-one  to  the  Baptist  Church;  and 
one  to  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  We  raised  $205.36  for  the  church 
during  this  revival,  and  gave  Sister  Dudley 
$170  and  some  valuable  presents.  The  Mace¬ 
donia  Baptist  Church  gave  her  a  beautiful 
hat.  We  have  also  purchased  and  paid  for 
the  adjoining  lot  for  a  parsonage  site.  We 
have  a  wonderful  pastor,  and  the  church  has 
taken  on  new  life.  Sunday,  October  2,  seven 
persons  were  baptised  by  immersion,  and  five 
were  sprinkled  and  read  into  full  member¬ 
ship.  Tlie  Junior  League,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Mrs.  C.  J.  Johnson,  presented  the 
church  one  dozen  new  hymnals.  Mrs.  John¬ 
son  has  returned  to  Toledo  to  resume  her 
work  in  the  public  school  there.  We  miss 
her  very  mucn,  but  hope  for  her  a  success¬ 
ful  year’s  work.— C.  J.  Johnson,  Pastor;  Mrs. 
Nora  M.  Churchwell,  Reporter. 

Picayune,  Mitt. — Our  fourth  annual  Chris¬ 
tian  union  meeting  was  held  with  Weem’s 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Monday 
night,  September  26.  The  Rev.  Simmons,  of 
Gloodyear,  preached  a  nice  sermon ;  collection, 
$2.80.  Tuesday  night,  the  Rev.  H.  B.  Boyd, 
pastor  of  Pleasant  Valley  Baptist  Church, 
and  his  wonderful  congregation,  came  to  our 
aid.  After  a  splendid  program,  the  Rev. 
Boyd  preached  to  the  delight  of  all.  The 
choir  furnished  appropriate  music;  collection, 
$12.05.  Wednesday  night  the  Rev.  E.  M. 
Winston,  pastor  of  St.  Matthew  Baptist 
Church,  and  his  congregation  were  with  us. 
The  program  was  fine,  and  the  Rev.  Winston 
preached  an  excellent  sermon ;  collection, 


$8.80.  On  Thursday  night  the  Rev.  R. 
Blanche  came  with  his  members  of  Pilgrim 
Bound  Baptist  Church.  He  preached  an  able 
sermon,  and  the  collection  amounted  to  $20. 
On  Friday  night  the  worshipful  master  of 
the  Hiram  Lodge  came  with  a  fitting  pro¬ 
gram,  after  which  the  Rev.  O.  J.  Johnson 
preached  an  inspiring  sermon;  collection, 
$2.50.  Sunday  night  was  the  climax.  Mr. 
Lemont  Rollen,  president  of  the  Rosea  and 
Goodyear  Sawmills,  was  present  and  spoke 
on  “Ideal  Christianity.”  He  gave  the  pas¬ 
tor  $20  and  the  church  $20.  Brother  E.  M. 
Mixon,  of  Pilgrim  Bound  Baptist  Church, 
thrilled  the  congregation  with  his  lovely  mu¬ 
sic,  Total  raised,  $85.65. — C.  A.  Ford,  Re¬ 
porter. 

DeKalb,  Mitt. — We  have  just  closed  two 
successful  revivals — one  at  New  Hope  and 
one  at  St.  Mark.  The  meeting  at  New  Hope 
was  conducted  by  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  H. 
Williams,  and  assisted  by  the  Rev.  R.  Stintis 
and  other  ministers  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
It  was  a  great  meeting;  eleven  souls  were 
added  to  the  church.  A  special  feature  of 
the  Thursday  night’s  service  was  the  contest 
between  the  young  and  old  people.  Young 
people,  from  one  to  twenty-five  years,  raised 
$6.60;  the  old  people,  from  twenty-five  years 
up,  raised  $8.50.  Total  collection  during  the 
meeting  was  $56.56.  On  September  4  the 
meeting  was  held  at  St.  Mark,  in  DeKalb, 
with  the  assistance  of  little  R.  F.  Williams, 
the  evangelist,  better  known  as  the  boy 
preacher.  He  was  a  wonder  to  all  the  peo¬ 
ple.  More  than  500  people  visited  our  meet¬ 
ings  each  night.  There  were  twenty-three 
souls  added  to  the  church.  On  Sunday  night 
a  special  collection  was  taken  for  the  evan¬ 
gelist.  The  young  people  at  this  church 
raised  $12,  and  the  old  ^6;  total  collection, 
$180.76  for  the  meeting.  Prof.  McAllister, 
manager  of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate,  was  with  us  at  both  churches,  Sunday 
and  Sunday  night.  We  alt  enjoyed  his  pres¬ 
ence.  He  secured  quite  a  number  of  sub¬ 
scriptions  for  the  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate.  We  are  anxious  to  have  him  come 
again. — The  Rev.  E.'  H.  Williams,  Pastor; 
Miss  Alberda  Lowes,  Reporter. 

Tupelo,  Mitt. — ^Tupelo  Circuit:  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  Mt.  Pisgah  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  have  put  on  new  life  and  interest 
this  fall  in  taking  up  new  plans  in  the  work 
of  the  church.  Mrs.  R.  A.  Hadley  showed 
her  faithfulness  through  the  plan  of  a  box 
supper  and  other  activities,  from  which  was 
was  raised  $9  for  church  indebtedness.  The 
pastor.  Rev.  S.  Houston,  approved  of  a  three 
nights’  service,  September  2S8-30,  to  raise  the 
financial  claims,  and  the  spiritual  tide  ran 
high.  The  members  were  assessed  $1  each. 
Various  pastors  participated  each  night:  the 
Rev.  Lee  Baskin,  pastor  of  Lebanon  Mission¬ 
ary  Baptist  Church,  preached  on  Wednes¬ 
day  night.  He  and  his  congregation  and 
visitors  rallied  with  Mrs.  Hadley  and  raised 
.$10.10,  making  a  total  of  $19.10  reported  by 
Mrs.  Hadley.  Thursday  night  the  Rev. 
Adams,  pastor  of  the  Colored  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  was  absent,  and  the  sermon 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Houston.  The 
amount  of  $10.50  was  raised.  Friday  night 
the  Rev.  Satterwhlte,  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  was  programed  to  speak,  but  in  his 
absence  the  Rev.  Houston  gave  us  another 
able  message.  We  realized  on  that  night  $12 
from  visitors  and  members.  Total  amount 
raised  through  this  plan  and  other  activities 
was  $42.60.  We  thank  God  for  His  bless¬ 
ing  and  favor,  and  we  record  our  grateful 
appreciation  for  the  co-operation  of  other 
churches,  who  gave  their  services  and  means 
without  stint  to  this  most  needful  cause: — 
Mrs.  Q.  V.  E.  Crump,  Reporter. 

Jackton,  Mitt. — Pratt  Memorial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  on  September  11,  1927,  had 
a  Red  and  Blue  contest.  The  church  was  di¬ 
vided  into  two  parts.  The  Reds  selected  as 
their  cwtain,  Bro.  Pearl  Harden,  and  the 
Blues,  Bro.  Randall  Anderson.  The  sup¬ 
porters  of  both  sides  worked  strenuously  to 
make  the  affair  a  success.  The  following 
members  reported  $5  or  more:  Randall  An¬ 
derson,  $10;  Susie  Anderson,  $10.50;  Jean¬ 
nette  C.  Anderson,  $5;  Margaret  Adams, 
$10;  Maggie  Black,  $10.^;  J.  W.  Bass,  $10; 
Pinkie  Brown,  $6;  Anderson  Bowie,  $11; 
Minnie  Bowie,  $10;  Lula  Barney,  $10;  Annie 


B.  Catching,  $17.62;  Lizzie  Cooper,  $6;  Ida 

Coleman,  C.  R.  Chambliss,  $6.76;  Celestia  . 
M.  Chambliss,  $6;  Mary  Cotton,  $6.70;  Mary  ' 
A.  Dixon,  $6.26;  Oliver  H.  Dixon,  $6;  Pearl 
Harden,  $14.96;  Willie  Huddleston,  $7;  Rass 
H.  Jackson,  $10;  Janie  Jackson,  $6;  Cath¬ 
erine  Jamison,  $10;  Theodore  Jefferson,  $6; 
Ethel  Jefferson,  $6.40;  Hester  Jefferson, 
Steven  Johnson,  $10;  Mabel  Johnson,  $10; 
A.  L.  Kelley,  $6;  J.  V.  Kelley,  $6;  E.  Scott- 
Keeling,  $18.60;  Fannie  Lee,  $6;  Annie  Max¬ 
well,  $11;  Willie  Moore,  $6;  John  T.  Michael, 
$6;  Rebecca  Michael,  $6;  I.  R.  McAllister, 
$6;  Sophia  Marsh,  $6;  M.  L.  Morrison,  $10; 
Millie  Bracey,  $9;  Mack  Pickens,  $10;  C.  M. 
Richardson,  Ellen  Simon,  $6.60;  R.  D. 

Simmons,  $10;  John  S.  Taylor,  Sr.,  $10;  ,J. 

C.  Tabb,  Bennie  Washington,  $9;  J.  S. 
Witherspoon,  $6;  Annie  Willis  Stevenson,  $5; 
total  reported  by  the  Reds,  $270.80;  by  tlie 
Blues,  $245.05;  grand  total,  $616.85.  Our 
church  is  moving  on  and  upward  to  a  higher 
standard  of  Christian  life  and  financial  sys¬ 
tem. — The  Rev.  A.  B.  Keeling,  Pastor. 

Moorefield,  W.  Va. — Moorefield  charge  is 
moving  forward.  All  interests  of  the  church 
are  being  cared  for  in  a  commendable  way. 
The  pastor,  V.  T.  Key,  has  conducted  three 
campmeetings,  said  to  be  the  best  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  charge.  Electric  lights  have  been 
installed  in  the  parsonage,  the  parsonage 
painted,  and  other  interior  improvements 
made.  The  church  at  Moorefield  has  been 
painted  inside  and  out,  and  new  pews  put  in. 
On  September  29  the  church  school  institute 
was  held.  The  Rev.  W.  E.  Jefferson,  of  Mar- 
tinsburg,  W.  Va.,  was  in  charge.  On  Sep¬ 
tember  30  a  group  conference  was  held.  Dr. 
E.  Adolph  Haynes,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Charleston  District,  presiding.  The  Con¬ 
ference  closed  with  a  imi^e  sermon  by  the 
Rev.  Jefferson.  Sunday,  October  2,  Asbury 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  dedicated. 
At  11  A.  M.  the  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Minor,  of  Cumberland,  Md.; 
text,  Gen.  46.  7,  8.  This  was  indeed  a  soul¬ 
stirring  message.  At  8  P.  M.  our  district 
superintendent  preached  the  dedication  ser¬ 
mon;  text,  Psa.  87.  2,  3,  after  which  he  dedi¬ 
cated  the  church.  Truly  we  were  made  to 
feast  in  heavenly  places.  At  8  P.  M.  our  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  preached  again;  subject.  ^ 
“On  the  Fence.”  Again  we  were  carried  tq§ 
the  mount  of  spiritual  vision.  At  this  service  ' 
Mrs.  Kuhn,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  ren¬ 
dered  solos  in  her  usual  charming  way,  as¬ 
sisted  with  selections  by  the  male  ^artet  of 
the  two  churches.  Thursday  night,  October  6, 
Dr.  Dean,  of  the  Pittsburgh  District, 
preached;  subject,  “Value  of  Visions.”  At 
this  service  also  the  white  people  of  the  two 
churches  furnished  the  music.  Thursday, 
October  13,  Dr.  C.  H.  Matthews,  field  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Conference  Claimants’  Endowment 
Fund,  spoke.  Thus  ended  a  series  of  serv¬ 
ices  that  will  long  be  remembered  in  Moore¬ 
field.  The  people  of  both  races  are  loud  in 
their  praise  of  the  progress  made  under  the 
administration  of  this  energetic  pastor  and 
his  accomplished  wife.  The  whole  charge  is 
singing,  “Praise  God  from  whom  all  bless¬ 
ings  flow.” — Reporter. 

Brandywine,  Md. — We  are  glad  to  report 
that  the  Brandywine  charge  is  still  holding 
her  own,  spiritually,  financially,  and  socially. 
On  Sunday,  August  7,  “Local  Preachers’  Day” 
was  observed  by  Zion  Wesley  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  Brother  Alex.  Brown,  of  New 
Town  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  preached 
a  very  acceptable  sermon  at  11  A.  M.,  as 
did  also  Brother  Wm.  Dent,  of  Asbury  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  at  3  P.  M.  The  offer¬ 
ing  for  the  day  amounted  to  $21.69.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  morning  service  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  ladies  from  the  local  church  served 
a  free  dinner  to  all  in  attendance.  A  very 
fine  picnic,  under  thp  auspices  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  of  Asbury  Church,  was  given  at 
Wilson  Park,  Md.,  Saturday,  August  13,  by 
a  committee  of  officers  and  teachers  of  the 
said  school,  which  netted  $38.14  in  favor  of 
the  trustees  of  that  church.  Sunday,  August 
14,  was  a  high  day  in  Gibbons  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  male  chorus  of  As¬ 
bury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Washing 
ton,  D.  C.,  consisting  of  thirty  voices,  with 
Prof.  G.  W.  Johnson,  director,  and  Mro^ 
Estelle  Jarvis,  organist,  rendered  two 
grams  of  great  spiritual  worth.  At  11  A.  M. 
a  masterly  sermon  was  delivered  by  the  Rev- 
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church  served  a  de-  Childs,  of  Mt.  Olive  ^BanHst  cKh  w„’oe: 


B.  P.  Jordan,  pastor  of  Nottingham  and 
Croom  charge,  Md.  The  offering  was  $66.88. 
Tm  Liadies’  Aid  of  this  church  served  a  de¬ 
licious  repast  at  the  close  of  the  service  to 
the  members  of  the  chorus  and  all  who  ac- 
companied  them.  Gibbons  Church  held 
^ficndship  Day”  on  Sunday,  August  21. 
The  pMtor,  Rev.  C.  H.  Toulson,  and  con¬ 
gregation,  had  as  their  “special”  guests  the 

pastor  of  Nash  Me- 
monal  Methodist  l^iscopal  Church,  Trini¬ 
dad,  Washington,  D.  C.;  his  choir— Prof. 
Erastus  Ayers,  director — and  congregation. 
The  services  began  with  a  love  feast,  said  by 
many  of  the  older  heads  of  the  local  church 
to  have  been  the  greatest  held  there  for  many 
years.  It  was  conducted  by  Brothers  J.  E. 
Greeny  J.  E.  Diggs,  and  J,  H.  Butler.  The 
i  lu  preached  an  excellent  sermon 

at  the  3  P,  M.  service,  during  which  time  his 
excellent  music.  The  offering 
was  $21.31.  Zion  Wesley  had  two  spiritual 
treats  on  Sunday,  August  28,  when  the  Rev. 
J.  H.  C.  McPherson,  of  Stewartville,  Va., 
soul-stirring  sermons.  The 
offering  was  $10.70.  Free  dinner  was  served 
to  each  in  attendance.  Asbury  Church  held 
a  ^  days’  meeting,  beginning  September  16, 
and  dosing  September  26.  Those  who  de¬ 
livered  great  gospel  messages  during  this 
occasion  were;  the  Revs.  C.  Sanford,  of  Mt. 
Vernon  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Ivy 


City,  D.  C.;  J.  T.  Bailey,  pastor  of  Tee  Bee 
Afriran  Methodist  Episcopal  charge,  Md.;  J. 
CMds,  of  Mt.  Olive  Baptist  Church,  Wash- 
ington,  D.  C. ;  T.  A.  Thomas,  pastor  of  Fort 
Washington  Methodist  Episcopal  charge, 
Md. ;  the  pastor.  While  no  conversions 
signs  given,  “some  were 
caused  to  think  on  their  ways,”  while  others 
edifled.  The  net  proceeds 
were  $63.43.  The  annual  home-coming  of 
Gibbons  was  observed  on  Sunday,  October  2. 
A  large  crowd  was  in  attendance,  especially 
during  the  afternoon,  when  the  local  folks 
were  joined  by  many  from  the  neighboring 
villages  and  towns.  The  morning  services  be¬ 
gan  at  10  A.  M.  in  the  form  of  a  class  meet- 
ing,  conducted  by  Sister  Mary  R.  Scott  and 
Brother  Patrick  Scott.  At  11  A,  M.  the  Rev. 
K.  S.  Reid,  pastor  of  Woodville  Methodist 
Episcopal  Charge,  Md.,  preached  a  wonder¬ 
ful  sermon.  From  2  to  3  P.  M.  a  prayer  and 
^ng  service,  conducted  by  Brother  J.  H. 
Butler,  of  ^  local  church,  was  held.  At  3 
P.  M.  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  L.  Washington,  pas- 
n’’  Baptist  Church,  Washington, 

D.  C.,  delivered  another  wonderful  sermon 
from  the  subject,  “The  Greatest  Business  In 
the  World.  The  local  choir  was  ably  as- 
Msted  at  each  preaching  service  by  Mrs.  Sadie 
Ga^ison  and  daughter,  Mrs.  Martina  Pitts, 
of  Baltimore,  Md.  Total  receipts,  $146.53  — 
Reporter. 


District  Activities 

District  Rounds  people.— b.  j.  Reddix, 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Ct.,  October 

iJr  Trenton  and  South  Mansfield,  28-30: 
Mt.  Zion,  31;  St.  Matthew,  November  1;  Peli¬ 
can,  2;  Pleasant  Hill,  3;  Zoolla  and  Bayou 
9p^”Port,  10;  Evergreet,  13,  at 
11  A.  M.;  Bunkie,  13,  8  P.  M.,  14,  8  P.  M.; 
Lecompte  Ct.,  16,  16;  Cheiieyville,  17;  Boon- 
v|  e,  20;  Boyce  and  Rapides,  21,  22;,  Martha- 
p  M  Bosie,  27,  8 

a  Powhatan,  29,  8  P.  M., 

k  30,  8  P.  M.;  Natchitoches,  30,  11  A.  M.,  De- 
•cem^r  1;  Many  Ct.,  Fisher,  2;  Pineflat,  3, 
4;  Many,  4,  8  P.  M.;  Fort  Jesup,  6,  3  P.  M.; 
Robeline  Ct  9-li;  New  Town,  11;  Lime  Kiln, 
L;  Campti  Ct.,  15,  16;  Cane  River  Ct.,  18-20; 
Alexandria:  Newman,  27  to  January  1,  1928; 
St.  Paul,  28  to  January  1;  Wilton,  29  to  Jan- 
uary  8;  Pineville,  2-8;  Boyce  and  Village,  3, 
4;  Colfax  Ct.,  9, 10.  ^ 

Dear  Brother  Ministers:  We  have  had  a 
nne  year  and  a  great  Conference.  Now  let 
us  liegin  the  new  Conference  year  with  re¬ 
newed  vigor,  and  “slack  not  thv  driving”  until 
the  whole  program  shall  have  been  completed 
and  all  causes  brought  up  in  full.  Do  not 
wait  iinhl  Easter  Sunday,  but  begin  right 
"u"'  I  ^'^ffanize  every  department  of  the 
Church  and  begin  working,  for  we  have  no 
tune  to  Jose.  Remember  that  whenever  you 
need  me  call  on  me  for  whatever  help  I  can 
render,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  come  to  you. 
XT  ■'*™  each  minister  to  meet  me  at 

Natchitoches,  December  6,  at  12  noon,  so 
we  can  have  a  get-together  meeting.  We  have 
SIX  new  ministers  on  the  district,  and  we 
want  to  get  in  touch  with  them  so  they  may 
the  better  understand  the  working  of  the 
district.  So  come  without  fail,  and  let  us 
have  a  great  time  in  the  Lord’s  name.— S.  S 
Earles,  District  Superintendent. 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 
»  Bowntf— Independence,  November  3. 

4;  Natalbany,  4,  6;  Springfield,  7;  Mace- 
donia.  9;  St  Paul,  10;  St.  Peter,  11-13;  Mt. 

S  Wesley,  15;  Nor- 

and  Vincent,  20,  21; 

Melville,  25;  New 
Roads,  27;  Bachelor,  28,  29;  Lettsworth  and 
Island,  Decraber  1;  I^ttie,  3,  4;  Maringouin. 

St  M  Wesley,  11-13; 

St.  Ma^,  16-18;  Conrad,  14;  Stony  Point  Ct., 
Beech  Grove,  18;  Port  Allen,  20. 

Dear  Brethren;  Notwithstanding  the  flood, 
wrought  well.  Look  after  every  claim; 

1  gin  now;  put  not  off  for  to-morrow  what 

do  to-day.  Push  the  Southwestern  « 
'J^hristian  Advocate,  and  it  will  help  you  to  i 
put  the  program  of  the  church  before  the 


P®®P^®  ~B-  J-  Reddix,  District  Superintend- 

BLUEFIELD  DISTRICT 

Firift  Round — Bluefield,  October  22,  23- 
Thorpe,  29,  30;  Amoneate,  November  6,  6; 
Excelsior,  6,  7;  Tiptop,  12,  13;  Welch,  19,  20; 
Williamson,  20,  21;  Princeton,  26,  27;  Pearis- 
burg  December  3,  4;  Pocahontas.  10,  11; 
Bluefield.  John  Stewart,  11,  12;  Northfork, 
17.  18;  Freeman,  18,  19;  Tazewell,  24,  25; 
Coalwood  and  Davy,  31,  January  1. 

Comrades  in  the  Ministry:  We  are  ap¬ 
proaching  a  new  Conference  year,  so  let  us 
start  with  new  vigor,  keeping  in  mind  the 
task  which  confronts  us.  Souls  are  to  be 
saved;  worn-out  ministers,  widows  of  de¬ 
ceased  ministers,  and  dependent  children  are 
looking  to  us  for  help.  The  Southwestern 
Uiri.stian  Advocate  must  be  supported;  the 
World  Service  Conrtmission,  General  Confer- 
ence  expenses,  and  the  Episcopal  Fund 
should  all  be  remembered  early  in  the  year, 
therefore  we  will  press  on  toward  the  goal, 
looking  to  Him  who  never  faileth  us.  Re- 

member,  brothers,  I  stand  ready  to  helo _ 

B.  J.  Martin,  Dist.  Supt.  * 


A  MAGAZINE  for  BIBLE  CLASSES 

j^ACH  month  it  presents  to  its  readers 
a  wealth  of  workable  ideas  on  organized 
class  activities,  community  service,  socials 
and  party  plans,  special  suggestions  for 
young  people’s  classes,  well  written  articles 
on  current  issues,  including  the  problems  of 
the  rural  church,  thoughtful  editorials, 
occasional^  stories  and,  in  addition,  com¬ 
plete,  varied  and  authoritative  h^ps  on 
the  International  Uniform  Lessons. 

The  price  of  this  splendid  monthly 
to  schools  is  but  15  cents  a  quarter, 

60  cents  a  year.  Single  subscrip¬ 
tions,  annual  only,  80  cents. 

Ask  for  a  free  sample  copy.  We  will  be 
glad  to  send  it.  Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINaNNATI  NEW  TORE 
ewe*!#  BmIm  D«ir«t  riH«biir|b 
Kansu  Ot,  San  Frandaca  Portland,  Oro. 


COLUMBUS  DISTRICT 

Third  Round — Urbana,  November  4; 
Spnngfield;  Wiley,  5,  6;  Broaddus,(3  P.  M.). 

Oberlin,  12,  13;  Lorain  (3  P.  M.), 
13;  Elyria,  13,  14;  New  London,  16;  Youngs¬ 
town,  19,  20;  Mt.  Pilgrim  (3  P.  M.),  20;  Cen- 
tenary,  Columbus,  20-29;  Stewart  (3  P.M.). 

Cleveland 

“  St.,  Columbus,  27-30;  Mt.  Pleasant 

2^5  Friendship  (3 
P.  M.),  27;  Portsmouth,  December  3,  4;  Cam- 

Dayton,  10,  11;  Troy 
4?,  M-)>  11;  Toledo,  14;  Urbancrest,  15; 

Wheatland  Ave.,  18;  Clair  (3  P  M  )  is- 
Marietta.  20;  White  St.,  21;  Lee' Ave.!  22! 
Steubenville,  17.  18;  Pennsylvania  Ave,  18- 
union  meetmg.  Martins  Ferry,  Bellaire,  Mt! 
Pleasant,  (^diz.  Flushing,  and  Bridgeport. 
16;  Parlor  Street,  25;  I.incoln  Heights,  29. 

Dear  Brothers;  Do  not  fail  to  have  a  good 
revival  and  build  up  the  membership  of  your 
church.  We  must  collect  the  Minute  fund 
this  round.  Ixiok  out  for  World  Service  and 
Conference  Claimants,  with  all  other  connec- 
tional  interests.  You  will  pardon  me  for 
crowding  things  a  little,  as  the  General  Con- 
ftrence  meets  early  in  May,  you  know.— T  L 
Ferguson,  1624  Harvard  Ave.,  Columhus! 
Ohio. 

KNOXVILLE  DISTRICT 

First  Round — Greenville,  October  28-30  • 
Bising  Sun,  November 
6,  6;  Knoxville,  Seney  Chapel,  12,  13;  Knox¬ 
ville,  East  Vine,  1.3,  14;  Jefferson  City,  19, 


’  20;  Russellville’  26,  27;  Newport,  December 
3,  4;  Knoxville  Ct,  10,  11;  Clinton,  17,  18; 

-  Morristown,  25,  26. 

s  My  Dear  Brethren:  The  Annual  Confer- 
e  ence  has  just  closed.  You  have  the  year 
e  before  you.  You  did  well  last  year;  the  Lord 

-  was  with  us.  Our  reports  were  good,  but 
;  the  victories  of  the  past  will  not  suffice  for 
1  the  present.  Let  us  work  and  pray  for  an- 
;  other  successful  year  on  the  Knoxville  Dis- 

-  trict.  The  field  is  white,  ready  to  harvest 
1  Let  us  go  to  the  task  of  soui-saving.  Lay 

your  pians  now  for  a  successful  year.  'Don’t 
,  forget  any  department  of  the  great  church. 
Let  us  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than 
our  full  duty  to  God  and  our  fellow  man. 
Remember,  if  there  be  any  service  that  I 
can  render  in  helping  you  put  over  your 
program  in  your  charge,  I  wUl  be  glad  to 
render  that  service.  I  am,  yours  for  success, 
r.  D.  Johnson,  Dist.  Supt. 

ST.  LOUIS  DISTRICT 
Third  Jiound — Webster  Groves,  October  30, 
31;  Sprin^eld,  November  5,  6;  East  St.  Louis, 

li  Howard  Place,  13, 

14;  Netherlands,  20,  21;  Malden,  23,  24; 
Poplar  Bluff,  26,  27;  Union  Memorial,  De^ 
cember  4-6;  Samaritan,  11-13;  Lovejoy,  14; 
Fredericktown,  11,  12;  Farmington,  17,  18; 

1;  LaSalle,  1,  2. 
We  have  just  closed  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
structive  inspiring,  and  helpful  gatherings 
of  our  church  folk  from  all  over  the  coun- 
trj^  namely,  the  summer  school  of  theology 
and  city  pastors’  institute.  If  you  were  not 
present  you  missed  a  wonderful  treat  We 
are  leading  up  to  the  close  of  the  quadren- 
mum,  and  the  bishop  urges  every  pastor  to 
put  over  the  church  program  in  a  great  way. 
Brethren,  thus  far  we  have  run  well;  half 
of  the  Conference  year  is  behind  us.  Can  you 
report  half  of  your  apportionments  for  all 
caused  rai^d?  If  not,  you  are  to  double 
all  your  efforts  to  meet  all  claims  by  the 
Annual  Conference.  Raise  the  area  budget 
at  once  and  send  it  to  Bishop  Clair;  also 
the  special  asking  of  Bishop  Clair  for  a 
Liberian  work.  May  be  depend  on  you  to 
share  your  part  of  the  responsibility  for  a 
successful  close  of  the  quadrennium  for  your 
bishop? — D.  G.  HancoA,  Dist.  Supt. 
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Quarterly  Conference 

STONBHAM,  TEXAS 
Stonehamville  Methodist  Episeopal  Church: 
Sunday,  October  9,  was  a  high  day  here  at 
this  pUce.  Our  efficient  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Newton,  held  his  fourth 
Quarterly  Conference.  All  officers  were 
present  and  made  splendid  reports.  Sunday, 
at  11  A.  M.,  the  Rev.  Newton  preached  a 
sermon  that  wili  be  long  remembered  by  the 


ale  who  heard  him.  Our  hearts  were 
led.  On  Sunday  night  the  members  and 
white  friends  of  Stonehamville  and  Yar¬ 
brough  made  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  E.  Wil¬ 
liams,  a  present  of  a  nice  suit  of  clothes  for 
the  Annual  Conference.  Total  amount  raised 
for  the  day,  $61.  Stoneham  means  to  be  one 
of  the  over-the-top  charges  in  the  Navasota 
District.  Our  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  A.  J.  Newton,  went  away  all  smiles. — 
Miss  Dewey  E.  Steward,  Reporter. 


by  their  predecessors,  and  promise  to  accom¬ 
plish  a  nne  year’s  work.  The  reports  from 
pastors  and  various  organisations  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  showed  a  marked  advance  over  last  jear. 
Sunday  was  the  closing  day,  and  all  enjoyed 
a  spiritual  feast.  The  love  feast  at  10  A.  M. 
was  a  real  Pentecost.  At  11  A.  M.  the  Rev. 
E.  L.  McAllister,  district  superintendent, 
preached  an  excellent  sermon;  subject,  “Will 
the  Pendulum  Swing?”  At  2.80  P.  M.  the 
Rev.  E.  A.  Graham  brought  the  messam;  at 
8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  C.  D.  Hester  preached  a 
soul-stirring  sermon.  The  Rev.  W.  A.  Pay- 
ton  has  the  thanks  of  the  Conference  for  the 
flne  entertainment  given.  The  next  session  of 
the  Conference  will  be  held  in  Warrensburg, 
Mo.  Mrs.  Malinda  Thomas,  a  foreign  mis¬ 
sionary  worker  of  the  Kansas  City  District, 
was  also  present  and  addressed  the  Confer¬ 
ence  on  “The  Retired  Missionary  Rest  Fund 
for  Returned  Missionaries.”  After  this  splen¬ 
did  address  the  district  decided  to  take  two 
scholarships  in  Africa.  The  rally  contest 
among  the  young  people’s  societies  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  L.  R.  Grant. 
Sedalia,  Taylor  Chapel,  won  first  prise  among 
young  people;  Pitts  Chapel,  Springfield,  won 
first  prise  in  the  children’s  societies.  Twelve 
subscribers  were  secured  for  the  Southwest¬ 
ern. — W.  L.  Lee,  Reporter. 


STATE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  CONVEN¬ 
TION 

The  State  Sunday-school  convention  met 
in  Cumberland  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Florence,  S.  C.,  Wednesday  morning,  Septem¬ 
ber  7,  1927,  with  the  Rev.  A.  R.  Howard, 
])resident,  in  the  chair.  Prayers  were  offered 
by  Drs.  R.  F.  Harrington,  W.  S.  Thompson, 
and  the  writer,  after  which  the  organisation 
was  perfected  and  the  various  committees 
were  appointed  as  follows:  On  Findings,  the 
Revs.  W.  S.  Thompson,  N.  W.  Greene,  and 
C.  R.  Brown;  on  Resolutions,  the  Revs.  A. 
G.  Townsend,  J.  C.  Gibbes,  and  C.  C.  Rey¬ 
nolds. 

At  11  A.  M.  the  introductory  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Cooper  from  1 
Sam.  17.  55;  theme,  “The  Possibility  of  the 
Youth.”  In  his  usual  manner,  with  choice 
diction  and  fluencj'  of  speech,  he  electrified 
and  inspired  the  audience.  The  convention 
was  highly  favored  with  the  presence  of  Dr. 
C.  A.  Wagner,  of  Chicago,  whose  inspiring 
lectures  on  church  school  organization,  ad¬ 
ministration,  religious  education,  church 
school  management,  and  others  during  the 
three-days’  session  were  of  much  profit  and 
untold  benefit.  The  recreational  feature  of 
the  convention  was  delightfully  carried  for¬ 
ward  with  the  excellent  leadership  of  Dr. 
R.  G.  Morris,  of  the  New  Orleans  Area. 
There  were  quite  a  number  of  interesting 
subfects  and  essays  discussed  and  read. 
“What  Can  Be  Done  to  Save  and  Conserve 
the  Young  People?”  by  Dr.  L.  M.  Dunton, 
president  emeritus  of  Claflin  College,  Orange¬ 
burg,  S.  C.,  was  indeed  a  profound  produc¬ 
tion,  filled  with  thought  and  wholesome  in¬ 
struction.  The  second  session  of  the  State 
Sunday-school  convention  closed  Friday 
afternoon,  at  5.15  o’clock,  to  meet  next  year 
in  Centenary  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Charleston,  S.  C.  Much  praise  and  thanks 
are  to  be  given  to  the  loyal  people  of  Flor¬ 
ence  and  their  pastor.  Dr.  W.  M.  Hannah, 
for  the  magnificent  way  in  which  they  enter¬ 
tained  the  convention. — C.  C.  Clark,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Obituaries 

ADAMS — Brother  Henry  Adams,  a  member 
of  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Philadelphia,  Miss., 
passed  away  during  the  month  of  July  after 
a  brief  illness.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  pass¬ 
ing  three  brothers  and  one  sister,  a  host  of 
friends  and  relatives.  The  funeral  service 
was  conducted  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  F.  L 
Woods,  and  the  Rev.  M.  Johnson.  The  body 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Philip  cemetery. — ^Minnie 
Cole,  Reporter. 

BILLS — Sister  Creasy  Bills,  of  Brentwood, 
Tenn.,  passed  peacefully  to  her  reward  Sep¬ 
tember  24,  1927,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  Sbe^ 
was  a  faithful  and  acceptable  member  of| 
Brooks  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  died  in  full  triumph  of  faith  in  Jesus 


Reports  of  District  Conferences 


GREENWOOD 

The  first  session  of  the  Greenwood  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference,  Sunday  School,  Epworth 
Leag;ue,  and  Ladies’  Aid  Conventions,  was 
held  in  Jones  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Carrollton,  Miss.,  August  28-28,  1927, 
with  the  Rev.  D.  Green,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  in  the  chair.  I^votional  services 
were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  G.  H.  Harvey. 
The  Conference  was  organized  by  electing 
N.  G.  Crawford,  secretary;  Mrs.  Lula  Mae 
Dixon,  assistant;  the  Revs.  E.  F.  Scarborough, 
M.  L.  Ross,  F.  P.  Leonard,  finance  com¬ 
mittee;  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Scarborough,  treas¬ 
urer;  N.  G.  Crawford,  reporter. 

The  district  superintendent  made  a  fine  re¬ 
port  of  his  work  on  the  district.  In  a  brief 
-way  he  outlined  the  work  done  by  each  pas¬ 
tor.  In  spite  of  the  flood,  his  report  showed 
un  increase  over  last  year.  All  pastors  were 
present  and  made  splendid  reports.  The  fol- 
3owing  visitors  were  introduced:  Prof.  R.  H. 
IMcAUister,  manager  of  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate,  who  very  ably  repre¬ 
sented  the  paper.  Many  subscriptions  were 
secured.  The  Rev.  R.  B.  Adams,  pastor  at 
Durant;  Dr.  B.  F.  Woolfolk,  Clarksdale;  Dr. 
J.  M.  Marsh,  Amory;  Mr.  R.  L.  Williams, 
Lexington;  the  Rev.  F.  J.  Talbert;  Mrs.  Lil¬ 
lian  Rodgers,  Indianola,  Miss.  The  follow¬ 
ing  delegates  were  elected  to  the  Area  Coun¬ 
cil  at  Waveland,  Miss.:  N.  G.  Crawford,  min¬ 
isterial;  Mrs.  A.  J.  Sims.  lay.  The  follow¬ 
ing  ministers  preached  during  the  Confer¬ 
ence:  G.  Spencer,  A.  L.  Williams,  M.  J.  Stal¬ 
ling,  C.  H.  Daniel,  W.  S.  Leake,  F.  P.  Leon¬ 
ard,  H.  L.  Jones,  and  the  writer.  The  dele¬ 
gates  from  each  charge  rendered  splendid 
papers.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
the  Rev.  O.  W.  Crump  and  his  good  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  for  the  way  they  entertained 
the  Cpnference. 

Thus  ended  the  best  session  of  the  Green¬ 
wood  District.  The  next  Conference  goes  to 
Greenwood,  Miss. — N.  G.  Crawford,  Reporter. 

OPELIKA 

The  Opelika  District  Conference,  Sunday 
School  and  Epworth  League  Conventions 
convened  in  the  C'^pal  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Lineville,  Ala.,  August  10-14,  with 
District  Superintendent  J.  C.  Chuman  pre¬ 
siding.  The  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered 
by  the  Rev.  Chuman  and  the  elders.  Organ¬ 
ization:  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Houser  was  elected 
secretary;  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Cox,  statistician. 
The  pastors  from  every  part  of  the  district 
met  with  fraternal  joy.  The  Rev.  L.  D.  Dan¬ 
iels  and  his  good  people  gave  us  royal  en¬ 
tertainment.  The  welcome  addresses  by  the 
citizens  were  pleasing  to  the  Conference.  In 
behidf  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Miss  Artis  Burney;  in  behalf  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  Miss  Flossie  McCrary;  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  Rev.  A.  G.  Mathe- 
son;  Baptist  Church,  white.  Rev.  H.  Wood¬ 
ard;  response.  Rev.  J.  R.  Houser.  Dr. 
Wm.  Jones  was  present,  and  in  his  address 
proved  that  the  Sunday  school  is  one  of  the 
greatest  factors  in  the  salvation  of  men. 
Many  other  visitors  were  present,  among 
whom  were  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  representative 
of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief,  whose 
address  was  inspiring  and  uplifting,  and  the 
collection  for  this  cause  was  good;  the  Rev. 
B.  R.  WUllams,  district  superintendent  Tus¬ 
caloosa  District;  the  Rev.  G.  Brownlee, 
of  the  Montgomery  District;  Dr.  L.  H.  King, 
editor  of  tM  Southwestern  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate.  Dr.  King  delivered  a  wholesome  ad¬ 
dress  on  “The  Power  of  the  Press.”  Prof. 
H.  Gimty,  of  IJnevllle;  Prof.  S.  H.  Gipson, 
Auburn,  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Russell  were  also 


present.  Mrs.  Russell  made  an  excellent  re¬ 
port  touching  the  work  done  by,  The  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Society,  which  showed 
process  along  all  lines. 

The  introductory  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  Rev.  C.  R.  Perry;  the  annual  sermon  by 
the  Rev.  J.  W.  Martin.  The  Revs.  J.  R. 
Ratchford,  R.  H.  Cox,  and  E.  Frazier  all 
preached  able  sermons.  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  J.  C.  Chuman  has  proved  to  be  equal 
to  the  task  in  putting  over  the  program  of 
the  church.  He  stands  in  Class  A  as  a  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent. — ^The  Rev.  J.  R.  Houser, 
Reporter. 

SEDALIA 

The  thirty-first  session  of  the  Sedalia  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  convened  at  Carthage,  Mo., 
August  31  to  September  4,  in  Wesley  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  the  Rev. 
E.  L.  McAllister,  district  superintendent, 
presiding.  The  Rev.  S.  A.  Graves,  of  Knob- 
noster.  Mo.,  conducted  a  short  devotional 
service,  which  was  very  helpful  and  inspir¬ 
ing,  followed  by  the  holy  communion,  in 
charge  of  the  district  superintendent,  assisted 
by  the  Revs.  E.  M.  Madden,  Ernest  Scott, 
and  W.  A.  Payton,  pastor  of  the  iocal  church. 

The  Conference  was  organized  by  electing 
the  Rev.  W.  A.  Payton,  secretary;  Revs.  C. 
D.  Hester  and  A.  Saunders,  assistants. 
Other  officers  elected  were:  Revs.  E.  A.  Gra¬ 
ham,  treasurer ;  L.  R.  Grant  and  S.  A.  Graves, 
assistants;  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate 
representative,  H.  C.  Shaw;  reporter  to  the 
papers,  W.  L.  Lee.  Other  committees  were 
appointed  by  the  district  superintendent. 
Tte  report  of  the  district  superintendent 
was  a  real  masterpiece,  a  literary  gem.  It 
was  unique  in  that  it  departed  from  the  old 
style  of  reporting  the  work  of  the  district, 
charge  by  charge,  and  entering  into  detail 
of  the  affairs  of  the  district.  This  report 
was  very  helpful. 

The  welcome  address  was  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  M.  M.  Garner,  of  the  Missionary  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  The  district  superintendent  re¬ 
sponded  on  behalf  of  the  Conference.  This 
done,  we  felt  very  much  at  home.  The  ser¬ 
mons  were  very  helpful  and  inspiring, 
preached  by  the  Revs.  M.  Denney,  H.  C. 
Shaw,  D.  J.  Mitchell,  E.  M.  Madden,  R. 
Colder.  The  writer  preached  on  Thursday 
night.  The  Rev.  E.  W,  Hannah,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Kansas  City  District, 
was  present  and  addressed  the  Conference, 
and  presided  at  one  session.  Papers  were  read 
by  Mrs.  C.  W.  Cuther,  ‘Taking  Care  of  the 
Young  People”;  Mrs.  W.  A.  Payton,  “The 
Advantage  of  Singing  Appropriate  Songs  in 
Sunday  School.”  Other  papers  were  read 
by  the  Revs.  E.  A.  Graham  and  W.  L.  Lee. 
The  Rev.  Grant  thrilled  the  Conference  with 
his  matchless  eloquence  upon  the  subject  of 
“Our  Part  in  the  World  Service  Program.” 

The  Sunday  School  and  Epworth  Le^ue 
Convention  and  The  Woman’s  Home  and  ^r- 
eign  Missionary  Societies  held  their  session 
in  connection  with  the  District  Conference. 
The  young  people’s  work  in  the  district  is 
on  the  upward  grade.  The  Woman’s  Home 
and  Foreign  Missionary  Societies  are  doing 
a  splendid  work,  and  promise  to  do  more 
under  their  new  leaders.  Mrs.  D.  J.  Mitchell 

C resided  over  the  sessions  of  the  convention 
y  special  election.  She  was  re-elected  for 
the  present  year  with  a  full  corps  of  officers. 
Mrs.  M.  Denney,  of  Greenfield,  Mo.,  was 
elected  president  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  for  the  district,  and  Mrs. 
Emma  Greer,  of  Springfield,  Mo.,  was  elected 
district  president  of  ITie  Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  with  a  full  staff.  These 
new  leaders  take  up  the  burdens  laid  down 
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Christ.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the 
pastor  and  the  followl^  pastors:  the  Revs. 
G.  W.  Martin,  W.  D.  Frierson,  T.  F.  Wat¬ 
kins,  and  Dr.  S.  M.  Utley,  M.D.  She  was 
one  of  the  leading  women  of  the  church  be¬ 
fore  her  illness.  Her  husband,  one  sister, 
eight  nephews,  seven  nieces,  one  sister-in-law, 
and  a  host  of  friends  survive  her.  She  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  family  cemetery  by  the 
B.  and  O.  and  the  Daughters  of  Taborian 
Knighthood.— William  T.  C.  Travis,  Pastor. 

BROOKS — Marion  O.  Brooks,  the  widow  of 
the  late  James  I.  Brooks,  fell  asleep  in  Je¬ 
sus,  September  12,  1927,  Calvert  County,  Md. 
She  had  been  ailing  since  last  March.  She 
was  a  faithful  and  untiring  Christian,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Brooks  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  more  than  forty  years,  in  which  she  held 
many  prominent  positions.  She  was  a  true 
companion,  a  devoted  mother,  a  true  and 
tried  friend,  and  endeared  by  all  who  knew 
her.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing  a  son, 
the  Rev.  H.  A.  Brooks,  our  pastor  at  Lay- 
tonsville,  Md,,  and  three  sisters:  Mesdames 
M.  A.  Locks,  Pinkie  P.  Chase,  of  Calvert 
County,  Md.,  and  Lydia  L.  Davis,  of  Cleve¬ 
land  Ohio,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends. 
Her  remains  were  borne  to  their  final  resting 
place  by  five  nephews  and  a  cousin,  in 
Brooks  Cemetery,  where  fitting  ceremonies 
were  observed  by  the  Household  of  Ruth, 
Branch  No.  641,  of  which  she  was  a  member. 
Here  she  was  buried  by  the  side  of  her  de¬ 
voted  husband  to  await  the  resurrection  of 
the  just. — Reporter. 


FORNEY — Mr.  William  C.  Forney,  son  of 
Bro.  C.  A.  Forney,  was  called  from  labor  to 
reward  September  22,  1927,  aged  nineteen 
vears.  Mr.  Forney  was  one  of  the  most 
romising  men  of  our  church  here  in  Hickory, 
N.  C.  He  was  very  active  in  all  of  the  aux¬ 
iliaries,  and  served  for  a  number  of  years 
as  secretary  of  the  Sunday  school,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Epworth  League  and  Young 
Men’s  Club.  He  was  loved  by  all  the  young 
people,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  young 
men  in  the  high  school.  He  was  conscious 
that  the  end  was  inevitable,  but  he  was  not 
alarmed.  J.  B.  Forney,  his  brother,  had 
passed  into  the  great  beyond  only  five  weeks 
previously,  which  was  a  heavy  stroke  to  the 
father,  who  is  almost  hopelessly  despondent 
in  the  loss  of  his  two  sons.  He  had  been 
burdened  with  the  care  of  them  night  and 
day  since  last  February.  The  funeral  serv¬ 
ice  was  conducted  by  the  pastor  in  his  local 
church  on  Saturday,  September  24,  at  3 
P.  M.  Incidentally,  the  pastor  had  a  double 
funeral  at  this  hour;  Mrs.  H.  D.  Lucier,  of 
the  Baptist  Church  of  Alabama,  passed  away 
a  few  hours  before  Mr.  Forney.  It  was  the 
desire  of  the  relatives  to  have  the  pastor 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  conduct 
her  funeral.  Others  assisting  were  the  Revs. 
C,  S.  Stroud,  J.  J.  Wells,  J.  E.  Wesberry, 
and  P.  R.  D.  Goore.  The  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  writer  from  Job  1.  20. — 
W.  T.  Lomax,  Pastor. 

gray— On  September  2,  1927,  death  vis¬ 
ited  our  community,  Ripley,  Miss.,  and  took 
from  our  midst  our  daily  friend,  our  example 
of  Christian  character,  and  our  never-tiring 
Worker  in  the  church.  Sister  Isabella  Gray. 
Sister  Gray  was  known  throughout  the  dis¬ 
trict  for  loyalty  to  the  church,  having  pledged 
membership  here  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  forty  years  ago.  She  had 
held  a  listening  ear  to  its  call  since  that  time 
and  readily  responded  along  all  lines.  Sis¬ 
ter  Gray  was  a  faithful  and  industrious  wife 
in  her  home.  She  served  as  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  class  leaders  for  twenty  years  or  more, 
|g>d  was  also  a  member  of  the  Stewardess 
^oard.  Her  funeral  was  conducted  the  fol- 
Sunday  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  M.  C. 
t^Hiam,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  congre- 
fation  and  with  beautiful  floral  offerings.  He 


:  chose  for  a  text,  “Blessed  are  the  dead  that 
die  in  the  Lord;  from  henceforth  do  they 
rest  from  their  labor,  and  their  good  works 
I  do  follow  them.”  Very  fitting  indeed,  be 
-  cause  truly  Sister  Gray’s  works  will  continue 
.  to  live  here  in  our  midst.  The  entire  com- 
I  munity  mourns  her  passing,  and  our  church 
I  suffers  a  great  loss.— Andrew  Wells,  Re- 
:  porter. 

HAMMER — Sam  Hammer,  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  Folkston,  Ga.,  charge,  departed 
this  life  September  1,  1927.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
,  ninety  years,  and  died  at  the  age  of  110 
i  years.  He  was  a  true  and  tried  Christian. 

The  funeral  was  attended  by  his  pastor,  the 
I  Rev.  J.  H.  Cole. — Reporter. 

HARRIS — We  regret  to  state  that  on  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  1927,  little  Miss  Beatrice  Harris 
passed  to  her  final  reward.  She  was  born 
June  6,  1913.  She  was  a  lovely  girl,  and  was 
loved  by  all  who  knew  her;  was  a  member 
of  White  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  was  the  third 
to  join  our  new  White  Memorial  about  a  year 
ago.  Beatrice  was  a  faithful  Sunday-school 
scholar,  and  was  always  willing  to  do  what¬ 
ever  she  was  asked  to  do.  The  funeral  was 
conducted  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  S.  Mc¬ 
Donald.  She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss 
loss,  father,  brother,  two  sisters,  and  other 
relatives.  Pallbearers  were  Misses  Velmer 
Nelson,  Christine  Torrence,  Marie  Johnson, 
Iletha  Holt. — Cordelia  Nelson,  Reporter. 

JONES— On  September  28,  1927,  a  gloom 
was  cast  over  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will 
Jones,  of  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  when  death  took 
their  daughter.  Miss  Cornelia  Jones,  aged 
twenty-one  years.  She  was  loved  by  all 
who  knew  her.  The  body  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Mt.  Nelson  cemetery.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  F.  L  Woods.  She 
leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  four  sisters,  five 
brothers,  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends. — 
Minnie  Cole,  Reporter. 

LEVI--The  funeral  services  for  Sister  Char¬ 
ity  Levi  were  held  in  Gueydan,  La.,  Septem¬ 
ber  18,  1927,  a*  4.45  P.  M.,  at  Mt.  Carmel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was  taken 
suddenly  ill  whUe  out  visiting,  and  diei  be¬ 
fore  reaching  home.  She  passed  to  her  re¬ 
ward  smiling  triumphantly.  She  leaves  to 
mourn  her  death  a  faithful  husband,  two 
daughters,  two  grandchildren,  father,  six 
brothers,  five  sisters,  and  many  friends.  She 
was  loved  by  all  and  esteemed  by  members  of 
both  races.  Her  fimeral  was  one  of  the 
largest  ever  attended  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  Her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in 
Gueydan  Cemetery.  The  pastor,  Rev.  H.  L. 
Clark,  officiated,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Herrod,  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Gueydan.  The  funeral  oration  was  delivered 
by  the  pastor  from  Phil.  1.  23. — Reporter. 

PATILLG — Saint  James  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  mourns  the 
passing  of  one  of  its  oldest  members  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  Claborn  Patillo,  who  died  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1927.  He  was  born  near  Ricn- 
mond,  Va.,  Mecklenburg  County,  and  came 
to  this  city  when  Pine  Bluff  was  a  mere  vil¬ 
lage.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mittie  Shaw, 
Novembej  30,  1887,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  He  proved 
a  faithful  and  devoted  husband  and  father 
until  the  Lord  called  him.  At  an  early  age 
he  accepted  Christ  and  joined  the  Methodist 
Church,  living  a  devout  Christian.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  Saint  James  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  was  passionately  de¬ 
voted  to  it  in  every  way.  He  believed  in  giv¬ 
ing  his  time,  talent,  and  money  in  order  to 
help  speed  the  Kingdom  to  all  the  ends  of 
the  earth.  He  filled  every  office  of  the  church 
assigned  him  with  credit  to  the  church  and 
himself.  His  faithfulness  and  earnest  pray¬ 
ers  and  pleadings  have  inspired  many  others  1 
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to  better  service.  He  won  and  held  the  high¬ 
est  respect  of  both  white  and  colored  by  his 
honest  and  upright  dealings  in  every  walk 
of  life.  In  his  school  district  he  served  as 
director  for  more  than  twenty  years,  which 
gives  evidence  of  his  high  standing  in  the 
community.  Not  only  the  bereaved  family 
and  the  church  mourn  his  passing,  but  the 
entire  community  and  the  people  as  a  whole, 
so  far  as  he  was  known.  He  has  passed  from 
our  midst,  but  he  can  never  pass  from  our 
memory.  He  leaves  a  wife,  two  sons,  three 
daughters,  three  grandchildren,  one  brother, 
one  sister,  and  a  host  of  other  relatives  and 
friends.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  Z.  R.  Fields,  who  had  known  him 
for  many  years,  thus  enabling  him  to  speak 
beautifully  of  his  life  as  a  Christian  and  as 
a  good  citizen.  He  used  for  his  text,  2  Cor. 
7.  2.  In  a  very  touching  way  he  spoke  words 
of  comfort  and  consolation  to  the  bereaved 
family.  The  floral  offerings  were  many  and 
beautiful.— (Mrs.)  E.  E.  Hodges,  Reporter. 

PAYNE — Sister  Charlotte  Payne,  the  oldest 
member  of  Fisher’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  Wellsville,  Mo.,  passed  away  Sep¬ 
tember  10, 1927.  She  was  born  near  Williams¬ 
burg,  Mo.,  in  Callaway  County,  June,  1829, 
being  ninety-eight  years  of  age  at  her  death. 
She  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years; 
ten  children  were  born  to  this  union,  and  two 
survive  her.  Sister  Payne  joined  the  church 
when  thirty-eight  years  old,  and  lived  faith¬ 
ful  until  death.  She  was  the  president  of 
The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
and  her  name  was  seen  in  the  list  of  all  the 
enrollments  of  the  church’s  records.  She  be¬ 
lieved  in  her  pastor  and  district  superintend- 
«!nt.  On  August  12  she  was  taken  ill,  and 
died  September  10.  Besides  her  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  seven  grandchildren  and  three  great¬ 
grandchildren  mourn  her  passing.  Her  fa¬ 
vorite  song  was,  “A  Charge  To  Keep  I  Have.” 
On  September  11,  her  funeral  was  preached 
hy  the  writer  in  Fisher’s  Chapel  to  a  large 
host  of  sorowlng  friends,  and  the  body  was 
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laid  to  rest  In  the  cemetery  at  Wellsville. 
The  church  and  community  will  miss  her. — 
J.  W.  Terrell,  Paator. 

PEETE5 — ^Mrs.  Viola  Peete  passed  to  her 
final  reward  September  12,  192T.  She  was 
ill  for  six  months,  but  bore  her  afUctlons 
with  patience.  She  was  a  faithful  member 
of  Ebeneaer  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Conway,  Ark.;  was  class  leader  and 
president  of  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  and  filled 
her  position  with  credit.  She  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-.fiye  years.  Sister  Peete  will  be 
greatly  missed  in  the  home,  church,  and  com¬ 
munity.  She  leaves  husband,  two  girls,  one 
brother,  one  sister,  and  a  host  of  relatives 
and  friends  to  mourn  her  passing.  The  fu¬ 
neral  was  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev. 
M.  McCrosky.  Her  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  in  BatesvlUe  Cemetery. — Reporter. 

PROTHRO — Sister  Kate  Prothro  passed 
peacefully  to  her  reward  in  the  Parity  Hos¬ 
pital,  New  Orleans,  La.,  September  2,  1927. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  St.  Peter 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Her  funeral  was  largely  attended  by  white 
and  colored  on  September  4.  Appropriate 
music  was  rendered  by  Colony  Baptist 
Church,  St.  Paul,  and  St.  Peter  Methodist 
Episcoped  Churches.  Bro.  B.  J.  Dorsey 
spoke  of'  her  as  a  mother;  G.  Alexander 
spoke  of  her-  as  a  member  of  the  society, 
and  Charles  Carroll,  recording  steward,  as  a 
church  member.  The  funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  T.  P.  Norrfs. 
She  leaves  six  daughters,  one  son,  and  a 
host  of  relatives  and  grandchildren  to  mourn 
her  passing.  May  the  Lord  comfort  the  be¬ 
reaved  ones. — T.  P.  Norris,  Pastor. 

STOKES— The  sad  news  of  the  sudden  death 
of  Mrs.  G.  D.  Stokes,  wife  of  the  Rev.  J.  S. 
Stokes,  on  Wednesday  morning,  September 
14,  1927,  brought  grief  to  many  of  the  people 
of  Batesville,  for  she  had  a  neat  host  of 
friends  who  loved  and  esteemed  her  for  her 
true  worth  as  a  consecrated  Chrisitan  woman. 
Hers  was  a  life  well  spent,  for  truly  she  let 
her  light  shine  brightly  at  home  first,  for  she 
was  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  made 
a  happy  home  for  her  family  Their  loss  is 
indeed  great.  She  was  also  loved  for  her  true 
worth  as  an  active  Christian  worker  in  the 
church.  Every  department  of  the  church  was 
strengthened  because  of  her  interest  and  in¬ 
fluence  for  good.  She  was  interested  in  every 
department,  and  helped  all  she  could.  She 
worked  faithfully  as  the  wife  of  the  pastor 
of  Lafferty  Memorial  Church;  was  an  active 
leader  in  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  and  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  choir.  In  the  Sunday 
school  she  taught  a  class  of  little  children, 
and  she  also  helped  the  young  people  in  the 
Epworth  League.  Her  unselfish  spirit  has 
touched  and  affected  the  lives  of  many  peo¬ 
ple.  Truly  her  life  has  been  a  benediction 
to  her  family,  her  church,  and  the  community 
in  which  she  lived. — Miss  Lula  Taylor,  Re¬ 
porter. 

WEATHERSPOON — Bro.  Cyrus  Weather- 
spoon,  a  faithful  member  of  Neely  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Wilson,  La.,  departed  this 
lire  September  13,  1927,  at  his  home.  He 
was  a  devoted  husband  and  father,  and  a 
a  loyal  member  of  the  church.  He  was  leader 
of  Class  No.  1.  The  church  has  lost  a 
worthy  member,  the  commimity  a  good  cit- 
ixen.  He  leaves  to  mourn  a  wife,  five  daugh¬ 
ters,  five  sons,  and  two  brothers.  The  fu¬ 
neral  was  largely  attended.  Services  were 
conducted  by  the  following  ministers:  the 
Revs.  R.  B.  Sanford,  Mingo,  Williams,  and 
Anthony  Taylor.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
family  cemetery  with  Pythian  honors. — Re¬ 
porter. 

WHARTON— Brother  G.  W.  Wharton  de¬ 
parted  this  life  September  18,  1927,  in  full 
triumph  of  faith.  He  was  loved  by  all  who 
knew  him.  After  undergoing  an  operation 
some  months  ago,  he  decided  to  go  to  Ohio 
for  his  health,  to  the  home  of  his  daughter, 
but  soon  returned  to  his  home,  where  he  died. 
He  was  a  member  of  Hopewell  •  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his 
passing  a  loving  wife,  one  daughter,  Carrie 
Carter,  of  Ohio,  five  grandchildren,  and  oAer 
relatives.  Brother  Wharton  was  a  class 
leader  In  the  church  for  more  than  forty 


years,  and  was  about  eighty  years  of  age  when 
he  died. — E  D.  MeSwine,  Reporter. 

WILSON — Mr.  Houston  Wilson,  of  Meridian, 
Miss.,  passed  from  labor  to  reward  August 
14,  1^7.  He  was  born  in  1904,  and  was  con¬ 
verted  in  1916.  Mr.  Wilson  was  a  high  school 
graduate  of  Haven  College,  Meridian,  class 
of  1924,  and  a  college  graduate  of  Clafiin 
College  in  1927  He  was  a  consecrated  Chris¬ 
tian  of  Haven  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Meridian,  and  his  life  was  a  shining 
example  for  his  relatives  and  friends.  For 
nearly  three  weeks  he  bore  his  sickness  with¬ 
out  murmur  or  complaint,  though  at  times  he 
suffered  greatly.  He  leaves  father,  mother, 
four  sisters,  and  one  brother.  The  funeral 
sermon  was  preached  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev. 
G.  W.  Wiliiams,  assisted  by  his  former  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Wheaton,  pastor  of  St. 
Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Hatties¬ 
burg,  Miss.,  and  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Young,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Newell  Chapel  Colored  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Meridian,  Miss. — Reporter. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

We  thank  Miss  Racean  Hunt  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Brown,  of  Mt.  Pisgah  Methodist  Epis- 
cop^  Church,  who  realized  the  beauty  and 
need  of  a  well-lighted  church.  Through  their 
faithfulness,  gave  picnics,  from  which  was 
reali^d  $7,  with  which  they  purchased  a 
beautiful  lamp  for  the  church. — Mrs.  Q.  V.  E. 
Crump,  Tupelo,  Miss. 

The  pastor.  Rev.  Sam ,  Harris,  and  family 
wish  to  thank  the  members  and  friends  of 
Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  State 
Line,  Miss.,  for  the  many  pounds  of  choice 
groceries  laid  on  the  parsonage  table  Sep¬ 
tember  24.  The  party  was  led  oy  Miss  Posie 
Pierce,  Mrs.  George  Pierce,  Mrs.  Amanda 
Pierce,  and  others.  We  also  wish  to  thank 


the  good  white  people  of  State  Line  and  the 
good  Baptist  people  of  Mt.  Moriah  Baptist 
Church  for  the  loyal  way  in  which  they  stood 
by  us  through  the  session  of  our  District 
Conference.  We  pray  God’s  blessing  on 
each  and  every  one. — The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Sam 
Harris. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Lester  take  this 
method  to  thank  the  good  members  and 
friends  of  Scott’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  McGehee,  Ark.,  for  many  pounds 
of  choice  groceries  and  a  small  cash  purse 
given  in  a  surprise  pound  party,  September 
12.  The  presentation  ^eech  was  made  by 
Miss  Muryell  Smith.  Pastor  and  wife  re¬ 
sponded  in  choice  words,  and  invited  them 
to  come  again.  We  wish  to  especially  thank 
Mr.  Geo.  Fortenberry,  a  special  porter  on 
the  Kansas  City  and  New  Orleans  Limited, 
for  a  pair  of  $1.25  silk  socks,  a  silk  handker¬ 
chief,  and  for  purchasing  $4.60  worth  of 
prize  tickets. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Lester. 

I  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  good 
people  of  Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  for  the  won¬ 
derful  surprise  given  us  on  Wednesday  night, 
September  28.  Being  aware  of  the  grief  and 
bereavement  caused  by  the  death  of  my  dear 
father,  they  came  to  show  their  love  and 
express  their  sympathy  by  giving  us  a  surprise 
party.  They  brought  a  fine  assortment  of 
choice  groceries.  This  movement  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Campbell,  pastor  of 
St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  participated  in  by  a  host  of.other  friends 
as  well  as  members.  A  cash  purse  was  also 
given.  Words  are  inadequate  to  express  our 
sincere  Appreciation,  but  deep  down  in  our 
hearts  we  thank  you  one  and  all,  and  we 
shall  diligently  strive  at  all  times  to  prov^ 
ourselves  worthy  of  your  respect.  May  God*® 
richest  blessings  rest  upon  you.  The  mem|| 
bers  and'  friends  of  Gautier  contributed* 
largely  to  this  affair.  We  also  wish  to  thank 
them. — Rev.  E.  A.  Wilson  and  Faniily. 


Wesley  Tabernacle,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ’ 


GALVESTON,  TEXAS 


{See  Article  on  Page  86y) 
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National  Capital  Paragraphs 


Host  of  Christian  Women  Received  by  President 


By  Harry  E.  Woolever 

Editor,  Tko  National  Metkodirt  Proto 


Federal  legislative  machinery  is  being 
accelerated  as  the  date  of  the  opening 
day  of  the  seventieth  Congress  ap¬ 
proaches — December  6. 


Commissioner  of  Prohibition,  Dr.  James  M. 
Doran,  reports  that  the  enforcement  of  the 
dry  laws  is  on  a  steady  increase.  In  review¬ 
ing  the  records  of  arrests  and  convictions 
of  violators  of  the  prohibition  laws,  he  points 
to  figures  which  show  that  over  seventy  per 
cent  of  the  arrests  made  for  violations  are 
resulting  in  convictions.  Judges  and  juries 
evidently  are  paying  more  heed  to  the  intent 
of  the  law.  The  Commissioner  adds:  “While 
the  increase  in  convictions  of  less  than  three 
per  cent  over  last  year  looks  small,  I  regard 
it  as  indicative  of  a  trend  that  is  favorable 
to  enforcement.” 


W.  H.  M.  S.  AT  WHITE  HOUSE 


Ex-President  William  Howard  Taft,  now 
C^ief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  was  re¬ 
cently  made  a  member  of  a  committee  to 
visit  the  White  House  and  present  a  resolu¬ 
tion  to  President  Coolidge  requesting  him  to 
take  steps  to  hasten  the  outlawry  of  war. 
This  distinguished  bearer  of  the  message  to 
outlaw  war  is  the  son  of  a  Secretary  of  War 
11875-1876),  was  himself  Secretary  of  War 
(1904-1908),  and,  as  President,  was  Com- 
mander-in-Chief  of  all  the  fighting  forces  of 
the  United  States  (1909-1913).  Surely,  “the 
sun  do  move.” 


President  Coolidge  is  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  all  the  fighting  forces  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  a  responsibility  quite  apart 
from  the  executive  duties  which  naturally  rest 
upon  the  occupant  of  the  White  House.  That 
he  is  called  upon  occasionally  to  exercise  Ws 
all-important  military  authority  was  recently 
testified  to  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
In  fact,  the  Chief  Executive  of  this  nation 
which  desires  world  peace,  commands  the 
most  powerful  warring  machines  and  re¬ 
sources  of  any  military  chief  in  the  world. 


The  United  States  government  has  under¬ 
taken  to  raarantee  honest  elections  in  Nica¬ 
ragua.  The  armed  forces  of  this  nation,  rep¬ 
resented  by  tbe  Marines,  will  see  to  it  that 
the  conduct  of  the  elections  is  proper.  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  Kellogg  has  said  that  “means 
will  be  taken  to  see  to  it  that  evervnn<%  en- 


retaiy  of  State  Kellogg  has  said  tl»t  ‘‘means 
will  be  taken  to  see  to  it  that  everyone  en¬ 
titled  to  vote  has  an  opportunity  to  register.” 
He  then  adds,  “The  registration  is  vital.” 
One  wonders  what  might  be  done  in  the 
United  States  to  arouse  millions  of  citizens  to 
realize  that  registration  is  a  matter  vital 
enough  for  them  to  register.  Even  the 
Marines  would  have  a  stupendous  task  to 
arouse  the  indifferent  citizens  in  this  country, 
where  over  30,000,000  of  voting  age  fail  to 
register  or  cast  their  votes  even  when  the  na¬ 
tion’s  leadership  is  being  determined. 


A  federal  judge  in  Chicago  refused  cit¬ 
izenship  to  Madame  Rosika  Schwimmer, 
originator  of  the  Ford  Peace  Ship  in  an  effort 


The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  brought  its 
annual  meeting,  which  was  held  in  Baltimore, 
to  a  close  by  making  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
national  capital.  This  was  a  very  fitting 
climax,  as  this  organization  of  women  is, 
without  doubt,  doing  more  to  uplift  the  life 
of  the  people  and  give  to  the  United  States 
a  healing  and  spiritual  service  than  any  other 
group  of  women  in  this  country.  There  is 
scarcely  a  major  national  problem  with  which 
the  Government  is  concerning  itself  in  an 
effort  to  better  conditions  in  which  this  Wom¬ 
an’s  Home  Missionary  Society  is  not  giving 
a  helpful  hand.  They  minister  to  the  people 
who  make  up  the  nation  and  from  the  native- 
born  Indian  to  the  newly  arrived  immigrant, 
there  is  no  class  of  people  in  this  land  which 
is  not  benefited  by  the  Christian  and  patriotic 
labora  of  these  women.  Their  importance  and 
service  are  recognized  in  Government  circles 
here  in  Washinrton. 

While  here  they  visited  the  Government 
buildings,  laid  a  wreath  on  the  tomb  of  the 
Unknown  Soldier,  and  also  upon  the  grave 
of  Mrs.  D.  B.  Street,  one  of  their  noble  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  past.  Following  this,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
C.  Goode,  national  president  of  the  society, 
led  her  host  of  over  600  women  to  the  White 
House,  where  they  were  received  by  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mrs.  Coolidge.  Luncheon  was 
served  at  Rust  Hall  and  Sibley  Hospital, 
outstanding  institutions  maintained  in  Wash- 
ington  by  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society  for  the  training  of  Christian  workers 
and  the  healing  of  the  suffering.  The  day’s 
program  at  the  capital  was  most  pleasantly 
closed  by  a  reception  by  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
William  Fraser  McDowell  at  the  episcopal 
residence. 

Members  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society,  your  visit  to  the  capital  was  all 
too  short)  Your  service  to  your  nation  is  of 
the  highest  type  that  a  citizen  can  render. 
More  needed  and  more  potent  are  you  than 
armies  and  navies.  Would  that  all  the  women 
who  cherish  the  ideals  of  this  nation  and  de¬ 
sire  to  further  Its  mission  to  the  world  might 
join  with  you  or  with  similar  organizations 
of  other  denominations  in  sacrificial  service 
to  our  God  and  our  country. 


Personal  and  General 


— Away  out  in  Los  Angeles,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
B.  M.  Fort,  formerly  of  Meridian,  Miss.,  are 
boasting  and  rejoicing  over  the  addition  to 
their  family  recently  of  a  buxom  baby  daugh¬ 
ter. 


— ^Three  Negroes  were  recently  appointed  to 
important  political  positions  in  Chicago — two 
to  the  position  of  assistant  corporation  coun¬ 
sel,  and  one  as  assistant  district  attorney. 
It  is  said  that  Cook  County,  Illinois,  which 
includes  Chicago,  has  more  Negroes  filling 
responsible  political  positions  than  any  other 
community  in  the  country. 


— Action  WM  taken  by  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  World  Service  Commission  on  Oc¬ 
tober  11,  to  return  to  the  old  plan  of  free 
rentals  of  slides,  no  charge  being  made  ex¬ 
cepting  transportation  one  way.  The  return 
to  this  old  plan  will  encourage  all  pastors  to 
use  these  slides. 


— Bishop  A.  W.  Leonard,  resident  bishop  of 
Buffalo  Area,  was  raised  to  the  exalted  de¬ 
gree  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General 
of  the  thirty-third  and  last  degree  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Right  of  Free 
Masonry,  Southern  Jurisdiction,  at  the  House 
of  the  Temple,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Friday  eve¬ 


ning,  October  21.  Degree  Sovereign  GrandjM 
Commander  John  H.  Cowles  presided.  Bishop^ 
Leonard  was  the  designate  for  the  class,  and 
on  behalf  of  the  class  delivered  the  address. 


to  end  the  World  War.  It  was  brought  out 
in  the  hearing  that  this  applicant  would  not 
bear  arms  in  defense  of  ,her  country.  She 
said:  “I  would  not  kill.”  There  is  room  in 
America  for  this  kind  of  individual  who  de¬ 
clares  that  there  is  “nothing  in  the  laws  of 
the  country  or  its  Constitution  in  which  she 
is  not  in  full  sympathy”;  rather  than  for 
such  criminals  as  a  District  of  Columbia 
judge  admitted,  one  of  whom  has  repeatedly 
broken  the  laws  and  the  spirit  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution.  ^  The  court  rooms  to-day,  especially 
when  the  individuals  who  seek  citizenship  are 
being  dealt  with,  afford  a  place  where  church 
organizations  can  help  the  worthy  and  aid 
in  determining  the  type  of  those  who  are  to 
be  our  fellow  citizens. 


— How  far  does  a  little  candle  throw  its 
beams  into  a  naughty  world  I  So  is  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Church  Bulletin  being  distrib¬ 
uted  by  the  World  Service  Agencies  through 
the  local  churches.  This  year  it  is  justly 
expected  that  the  circulation  will  reach  25,- 
000,000  copies,  or  twice  what  it  was  last  year. 
Modern  methods  move  men.  The  local  Church 
Bulletin  is  one  of  these.  Write  the  World 
Service  Commission  at  Chicago  for  samples 
and  then  order  an  ample  supply  at  a  very 
nominal  cost.  Then  watch  your  church  grow. 


— Dr.  J.  W.  Moultrie,  our  pastor  there, 
writes  that  “Bethune-Cookman  College  was 
opened  with  impressive  service  under  fair 
skies.  Our  returned  president  from  her  trip 
abroad  presided  and  warmly  greeted  the 
large  crowd  that  came  from  all  over  Florida. 
Dr.  I.  G.  Penn  delivered  the  principal  open¬ 
ing  address  with  telling  effect.  All  the 
grades  are  cut  off  below  the  eighth.  Next 
year  the  eighth  will  be  abandoned.  Thus  we 
will,  do  only  high-school  and  college  work. 
The  outlook  is  bright,  and  the  school  year, 
aided  by  a  competent  faculty,  looks  now  like 
the  best  in  our  history.” 


— The  new,  modern,  and  handsome  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  structure  is  nearing  completion  in  At¬ 
lantic  City,  N.  J.,  thanks  to  the  enterprise 
of  a  wide-awake  colored  leadership  and  the 
Christian  generosity  of  the  entire  populace 
of  that  city.  Constituting  the  successful  com¬ 
mittee  were:  Dr.  P.  L.  Hawkins,  general 
chairman;  G.  T.  Pinkett,  associate  chairman; 
R.  B.  DeFrantz,  campaign  director;  Division 
A — P.  J.  Prettyman  and  W.  Hibbert  Smith, 
managers;  J.  H.  Rowlette,  Robert  H.  Car¬ 
ter,  Joshua  W.  Dowling,  the  Rev.  A.  C. 
Saunders,  I.  H.  Nutter,  James  Everleigh, 
captains;  Division  B— Dr.  C.  A.  McGuire  and 
Montgomery  Gregory,  managers;  J.  C. 
Johnson,  Richard  Allen,  A.  A.  Blanks,  Eg¬ 
bert  Figaro,  and  A.  A.  Alleyne,  captains; 
Inspiration  Gifts  Committee — Dr.  R.  M. 
Fowler,  Wm.  Dart,  George  Emery,  Dr.  P.  L. 
Hawkins,  G.  T.  Pinkett,  P.  J.  Prettyman;^ 
Church  Co-operation  Committee — the  Rev.  C. 
L.  Aiken,  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Brown,  the  Rev.  J. 
H.  Lucas,  S.  N.  Banfield,  the  Rev.  D.  G. 
Donawa,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Perry,  and  Alonzo 
Ridley.  Within  three  days  after  the  drive 
for  funds  was  launched,  more  than  $15,000 
had  been  contributed.  This  supplemented  the 
remarkably  generous  contribution  of  $60,000 
made  to  this  cause  by  the  Pacific  Avenue  “Y,” 
their  white  brethren.  Cementing  the  whole 
achievement  as  a  good-will  venture,  over  150 
of  the  leading  white  and  colored  citizens  ban¬ 
queted  together  in  one  of  the  city’s  leading 
hotels.  Among  banquet  speakers  were: 
Messrs.  W.  J.  Buzby,  Henry  W.  Leeds,  P.  M. 
Cope,  Daniel  S.  White,  J.  H.  Moore,  Secretary 
DeFrantz,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Malone,  noted  for  pub¬ 
lic  benefactions. 
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Pobllibed  weddy  by 
Thk  MxTH<H>itr  Book  Cokckkh 


World  Unity  of 

This  second  installment  of  appraisal  of  the  Lau¬ 
sanne  Conference  on  World  Unity  of  the  Churches 
must,  at  the  beginning,  record  the  regrettable  cir¬ 
cumstance  of  absence  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  from 
this  historic  parley  on  church  unity.  Its  significance 
for  comprehensive  Christian  unity  is  apparent,  despite 
the  difficulties  involved  in  realizing  the  ideal  unity  sought, 
of  all  Christian  communions  throughout  the  world.  For 
in  the  battle  against  sin  the  oneness  of  believers  for  which 
Jesus  prayed  will  alone  be  effective  to  any  assuring  de¬ 
gree.  Is  it  lawful  for  Catholics  to  join  in  or  support 
non-Catholic  meetings,  assemblies,  addresses,  or  societies 
which  have  for  aim  the  union  in  one  religious  federation 
of  all  who  on  whatever  grounds  claim  the  name  of  Chris¬ 
tian?”  was  the  papal  form  of  prohibiting  Catholics’  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  conference.  Of  course,  fundamental 
doctrinal  reasons  underlie  the  prohibition.  But  bitter 
anti-Catholic  agitation  by  Protestants,  recently  displayed 
with  unchristian  bitterness,  has  done  nothing  to  mollify 
the  harshness  of  dogma  or  to  dispose  toward  finding  a 
basis  of  comity.  Love  could  better  find  a  way;  span¬ 
ning  all  divisive  chasms  in  Christendom,  Christ  is  the  Way. 

Over  against  this  drab  background  the  conference 
was  penetrated  with  gratifying  rays  of  light.  It  was 
a  serious-minded  conference.  Comporting  with  such  a 
frame  of  mind,  the  spirit  of  sincerity  and  fraternity 
was  profuse,  considering  the  wide  diversity  and  num¬ 
ber  of  faiths  represented.  One  of  the  sectional  chairmen 
said:  “Differences  of  conviction  were  repeatedly  given 
frank  expression,  and  at  times  it  seemed  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  find  any  form  of  words  to  which  we 
could  all  honestly  assent;  but  the  spirit  of  humility,  of 
brotherly  love,  and  of  earnest  desire  to  do  the  will  of 
God  so  prevailed,  tliat  it  was  possible  for  us  at  last  to 
present  a  unanimous  report.  If  we  had  to  choose  be¬ 
tween  rhetoric  and  love,  we  felt  it  our  duty  every  time 
to  let  rhetoric  go.”  The  conference  enjoyed  a  highly 
spiritual  atmosphere,  developed  through  much  singing 
and  pra,yer.  It  was  the  deep  conviction  of  many  that 
unity  is  perhaps  better  prepared  by  common  prayer 
than  by  the  forging  of  common  dogmatic  formulae.” 

Comfortably  for  both  fundamentalists  and  sectarians, 
Lausanne  was  an  orthodox  conference;  no  heresy  was 
there.  The  fundamentals  of  his  faith  as  sponsored  by 
his  particular  type  of  church  organization,  each  rep¬ 
resentative  clung  to  as  inflexibly  on  leaving  as  when 
he  first  greeted  his  brethren  on  arrival. 

^irgin  birth  and  the  divinity  of  Jesus  remain  intact. 
Orthodox  opinions  that  have  held  sway  for  hundreds  of 
years  still  retain  sway  over  the  minds  of  groups  rep¬ 
resented  at  the  conference.  Still  it  is  debated  whether 
the  church  is  the  authoritative  interpreter  of  the  re¬ 
ligious  experience  of  the  race  or  whether  authority  and 
validity  is  to  be  found  in  the  immediate  witness  of  the 
Spirit  to  the  heart  and  conscience  of  the  believer;  or 
is  religious  authority  in  both  combined.  As  to  ortho- 


the  Churches— II 

doxy,  representatives  of  each  communion  “declared  their 
faith  anew  in  the  orthodox  position  of  their  respective 
church.” 

Withal,  it  was  a  conference  of  promise.  Though 
neither  in  machinery  nor  even  in  spirit  was  there  any 
substantial  approach  to  the  desired  unity.  “God  wills 
unity,”  seemed  about  as  far  as  the  conference  could  reach 
militantly ;  while  pathetically  expression  was  given  to  the 
tragic  effects  of  division  upon  the  chief  function  and 
task  of  the  church.  “More  than  half  the  world  is  wait- 
ing  for  the  gospel.  At  home  and  abroad  sad  multitudes 
are  turning  away  in  bewilderment  from  the  church  be¬ 
cause  of  its  corporate  feebleness.  Our  missions  count 
that  as  a  necessity  which  we  are  inclined  to  look  on  as  a 
luxury.  Already  the  mission  field  is  impatiently  revolt¬ 
ing  from  the  divisions  of  the  Western  church  to  make 
bold  adventure  for  unity  in  its  own  right.  We  of  the 
churches  represented  in  this  conference  cannot  allow  our 
spiritual  children  to  outpace  us.  We  must  gird  ourselves 
to  the  task,  the  early  beginnings  of  which  God  has  so 
richly  blessed,  and  labor  side  by  side  with  the  Christians 
who  are  working  for  indigenous  churches  until  our  com¬ 
mon  goal  is  reached.” 

Fortunately  it  must  be  registered  as  a  gain  for  the 
conference  that  in  it  was  the  absence  of  bitterness  such 
as  has  marked  previous  church  councils ;  that  points'  of 
agreement  and  difference  were  discovered  and  given  honest 
emphasis ;  that  there  was  the  frank  recognition  that  di¬ 
visions  in  the  church  “lower  the  level  of  its  life,  disorgan¬ 
ize  its  proper  function,  weaken  its  power  in  the  face  of 
the  tremendous  forces  which  oppose  its  worldwide  mis¬ 
sion,”  With  growing  conviction  the  church  must  realize 
not  only  that  she  is  vulnerable  at  the  point  of  her  di¬ 
visions,  but  that  she  is  challenged  to  show  whether  there 
IS  in  herself  resident,  sufficient  for  her  own  salvation, 
that  very  vitality  which  she  inspired  in  the  social  order 
in  the  early  centuries,  giving  basis  and  ideals  to  modem 
civilization.  Others  she  has  saved;  can  she  save  herself? 

What  she  recommends  as  the  instrument  for  correc¬ 
tion  of  the  world’s  ills  must  be  appropriated  by  herself. 
“The  gospel  is  the  sure  source  of  power  for  social  re¬ 
generation.  It  proclaims  the  only  way  by  which  human¬ 
ity  can  escape  from  those  class  and  race  hatreds  which 
now  devastate  society  into  the  enjoyment  of  national 
well-being  and  international  good  will.” 

Likewise  for  the  healing  of  the  body  of  Christ,  the 
one  remedy  is  that  very  gospel.  Under  its  honest  appli¬ 
cation,  differences  which  seem  fundamental  and  vital  find 
a  way  of  adjustment.  Sectarianism  is  the  slave  of  whims 
and  predilections,  but  offers  no  guarantee  of  moral  su¬ 
periority  of  its  finished  product.  It  likewise  feeds  the 
vanity  for  numbers;  but  leads  to  unholy,  deleterious 
rivalries,  provoking  distrust  and  disgust  of  the  more 
catholic  minded. 

The  conference  will  not  have  met  in  vain  if,  failing  of 
accomplishing  visible  unity  of  the  churches,  or  even  of 
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setting  up  machinery  for  realization  of  that  purpose, 
it  succeeds  in  giving  acute  emphasis  to  the  need  because 
of  the  disastrous  effect  of  division  on  its  own  life  and 
mission,  and  generates  as  the  basis  for  further  approach, 
in  every  member  of  the  Body  of  Christ,  that  love  which 


realizes  that  “those  who  differ  are  devoted  to  the  same  ( 
Lord  and  are  sacrificing  their  all  that  His  kingdom  may 
come.  This  can  mean  only  gain  and  advance,  far  more 
valuable  than  resolutions  and  an  attempt  to  formulate 
creeds  and  plans  of  union.” 


Editor  Brummitt  and  the  Critics 

Nullification  and  Deification 


IN  MORAL  combat.  Dr.  Dan  B.  Brummitt,  editor  of 
The  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate,  is  worthy 
any  foeman’s  steel.  In  a  recent  editorial  in  his 
paper.  Editor  Brummitt  proved  by  crushing  logical  blows 
that  the  present  vociferous  advocacy  of  the  nullification 
argument,  invoked  by  people  of  acute  moral  sense  in  de¬ 
fense  of  the  prohibition  amendment,  is  “a  broken  reed.” 

Forthwith  he  received  several  rejoinders.  To  which 
Dr.  Brummitt  replies  in  the  issue  of  October  13,  reiterat¬ 
ing  the  essence  of  his  contention  with  incontrovertible 
fact,  which  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  in  a 
much  feebler  way  sets  forth  in  our  issue  of  October  13, 
“Mobilizing  the  Nation’s  Conscience.”  Says  Editor 
Brummitt:  “All  that  we  contend  for  is  that  nullifiers, 
with  or  without  justification  in  fact,  are  estopped  from 
cr3dng  ‘nullificationist’  at  other  flouters  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution.  Even  if  we  admit  that  there  may  be  a  difference 
in  importance  between  Amendment  Fifteen  and  Amend¬ 
ment  Eighteen,  that  is  not  germane.  The  point  is  that 
both  are  in  the  Constitution,  and  therefore  their  general 
disregard,  by  individuals  or  States,  is  nullification  of  the 
Constitution  at  the  point  of  disregard.  It  may  be  wise; 
it. may  be  foolish.  Beyond  dispute  it  is  nullification.” 

One  of  The  Northwestern  editor’s  critics  said :  “Per¬ 
sonally  I  would  rather  give  $10  to  help  make  these  Ne¬ 
groes  fit  for  the  ballot  than  to  give  $1  to  compel  the  South 
to  herd  them  to  the  polls.”  But  this  critic  evidently  is 
not  aware  of  the  basis  of  the  South’s  nullification  of  the 
Fifteenth  Amendment.  The  Negro  is  not  disfranchised 
by  the  South  on  the  ground  of  his  unfitness,  unless  by 
unfitness  is  meant  the  color  of  his  skin.  The  genius  and 
ingenuousness  of  the  grandfather  clauses  of  the  South’s 
election  laws  lie  in  their  clever  shifting  of  the  franchise 
qualification  from  the  basis  of  fitness  to  that  of  whimsical, 
unethical,  and  shameless  race  prejudice.  That  is  the 
curse  of  Southern  civilization.  It  recks  not  of  -worth  or 
fitness  in  the  Negro.  He  has  no  social  value  except  as  a 
subject  of  exploitation;  he  has  no  personal  worth  inher¬ 
ent  in  the  fact  of  his  humanity,  his  childhood  with  God. 
If  this  critic  should  give  a  million  dollars  to  some  insti¬ 
tution  in  the  South  “fo  help  make  these  Negroes  fit  for 
the  ballot,”  his  gift  would  be  spurned  by  the  South  with 
as  much  bitterness  as  if  he  should  “give  $1  to  compel  the 
South  to  herd  them  to  the  polls.”  The  adamantine  South 
wants  neither  the  “fit”  vote  nor  the  “herded”  vote  of  the 
Negro.  Nor  does  the  Negro  of  the  South  want  to  be 
“herded”  to  the  polls.  All  he  wants  is  to  be  permitted 
to  qualify  and  vote  as  a  citizen  of  the  State  and  National 
Government  in  the  same  legitimate  way  as  all  other  Amer¬ 
ican  citizens  in  every  other  section  of  the  nation.  The 
Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Amendments  guarantee  this  as 
the  Eighteenth  and  Nineteenth .  Amendments  guarantee 
the  status  of  prohibition. 

The  South  frantically  fusses  and  fumes  when  the 


Prohibition  Amendments  are  threatened  by  infringement, 
while  itself  complacently,  blatantly,  defiantly,  and  im¬ 
morally  keeps  nullifying  the  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth 
Amendments.  It  is  the  only  section  that  nullifies  the 
Fourteenth  and  the  only  section  that  has  spasms  dis¬ 
cussing  nullification  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment.  The 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate  believes  in  the  sanctity 
alike  of  all  the  Constitutional  Amendments.  It  is  sheer 
hypocrisy  to  break  one  and  keep  the  other;  it  is  religious 
and  political  cant  to  nullify  one  while  we  apotheosize  the 
other. 

Dr.  Brumniitt’s  other  critic  has  this  very  cautious 
word  to  utter: 

“Is  there  not  a  better  way  of  handling  this  delicate 
situation.^  Should  we  not  rather  commend  the  people  of 
the  South  in  joining  with  the  people  of  the  North  in  up¬ 
holding  the  Eighteenth  Amendment,  and  make  the  deduc¬ 
tion  that  we  would  likewise  be  pleased  to  have  them  join 
with  us  in  honoring  all  constitutional  enactments?  It 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  wise  diplomacy  for  those  who 
stand  together  upon  a  great  issue  to  raise  questions  in  | 
our  own  ranks  which  will  break  the  bond  of  unity  between 
us  upon  the  very  issue  that  is  now  facing  the  American 
people.” 

With  the  backgrounds,  political  and  racial,  that  af¬ 
ford  the  mental  complex  revealing  itself  in  the  utterance 
of  this  advice  for  subdued,  hesitant,  judicial  approach  on 
the  question  of  Negro  rights,  the  Negro  is  wearily  fa¬ 
miliar.  Nor  is  the  circumspect  South  as  gullible  as  the 
above  caution  would-  imply.  Moreover,  every  time  and 
everywhere  the  question  of  the  rights  of  the  Negro  Amer¬ 
ican  as  a  citizen  and  a  man  become  the  theme  of  dis¬ 
cussion,  some  very  observant,  cautious  brother  bobs  up 
to  remind  us  of  “this  delicate  situation.” 

Why  should  the  constitutional  and  human  rights  of 
American  citizens  of  color  be  so  “delicate”?  Why  espe¬ 
cially  should  white  Methodist  Episcopal  ministers  be  so 
readily  overwhelmed  with  a  sense  of  the  delicacy  of  these 
matters  affecting  the  Negroes’  ethical  rights?  Are  such 
ministers  sure  of  the  broad  Christian  platform  upon 
which  their  historic  position  of  full  brotherhood  equality 
with  the  Negro  was  taken  and  has  been  maintained  all 
these  years  ?  It  is  about  time  certain  of  our  white  breth¬ 
ren,  in  the  same  ecclesiastical  fold  with  Negro  sons  of 
God,  ceased  to  disclose  their  compromising  attitude  with 
the  Southern  philosophy  of  human  relationships.  Dr. 
Brummitt  expresses  very  aptly  what  is  the  emphatic  con¬ 
viction  of  the  Negro  American  when  he  says:  “A  church 
which  has  several  hundred  thousand  members  living  under 
such  a  regime  might  be  excused  for  expecting  its  papers  * 
to  speak  out  in  protest.” 

( Concluded  on  page  870 ) 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Voices  From  the  Conferences 

CTIONS  of  the  Annual  Conferences  and  memorials 
^rom  the  Annual  Conferences  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  furnish  a  fair  indication  of  the  mind  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  From  the  Fall  Conferences 
this  year  there  have  come  some  of  the  most  thoroughgoing 
and  outspoken  expressions  on  social  questions  that  have 
ever  been  made  by  Methodist  Conferences.  A  few  of  these 
sigmficant  declarations,  just  a  few  samples  among  many 
that  might  be  quoted,  are  here  given. 

FREE  SPEECH 
Rock  River  Conference 

American  heritage  guaranteed  by  our 
Constitution.  Moreover,  it  is  essential  to  any  political  or  economic 

theTrof^w‘*J?  theVadual  eliminaUon  o5 

trLe  of  the  ex¬ 

treme  reactionaries  or  extreme  revolutionaries. 

We  note  witt  alarm  the  tendency  abroad  in  the  land  to  deny  this 
free  speech.  Ministers  and  other  public  servants  have  been  attacked 
for  expressing  their  views  on  war  and  various  phases  of  our  indus¬ 
trial  order.  They  have  been  told  that  the  question  of  justice  in  the 
Sacco-Vansetti  case  was  outside  their  realm.  They  have  been  waited 

have  threatened  to  place  them  on  a 
dangerous  radicals  if  they  persisted.  The  prestige  of 
Pat’-iot**:  societies  has  been  used,  often  falsefy,  we®sus- 
pec^  by  the  persons  making  the  attack.  We  have  lately  seen  elab- 

fo  discredit  the  leaders  in 
STCial  reform  and  the  campaign  against  militarism  by  trying  to  link 
them  with  groups  of  revolutionary  radicals.  ^  *  * 

lar  ^®Plor-ihle.  We  urge  the  public  at 

to  discourage  this  frontal  attack  on  free  speech.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  we  call  upon  our  brethren  in  the  ministry  to  stand  firm  in  the 
exercise  of  their  ancient  rights  of  free  speech. 

IMPERIALISM 
1  Michigan  Conference 

^  de.u'np‘‘?l'irSe;  ‘“P”'*"™  >” 

States  might  well  set  the  world  an  example  of  en- 
hy  affording  the  people  of  the  PhUippines 
an  opportunity  to  egress  their  own  preferences  as  to  the  form  of 
g  ernment  under  which  they  shall  live  through  some  form  of  plebi- 

2.  We  protest  against  any  imperialistic  or  militaristic  attitude  on 
the  part  of  our  government  toward  Latin  America.  The  original 
Monroe  Doctrine  was  intended  to  assure  the  free  developinent  of 
South  American  countries.  There  is  evidence  that  it  is  now  being 
used  as  a  cover  for  American  imperialism  in  those  same  countries. 

3.  We  strongly  protest  against  any  form  of  dollar  diplomacv  We 

cannot  agree  to  the  principle  that  foreign  investments  must  he  pro¬ 
tected  by  military  force.  ^ 

4.  We  rejoice  in  the  renaissance  of  mind  and  spirit  in  Asia  and 
anticipate  that  our  traditional  policy  of  goodwill  toward  China  will 
oe  continued. 

Colorado  Conference 

hold  that  the  Golden  Rule  is  as  binding  upon  the  relations 
as  it  is  upon  individuals  and  we,  t^refore,  contend 
Inoh  «  weaker  nations  should  not  be  other  than 

such  as  would  have  been  appreciated  by  our  own  forefathers  in  the 
days  of  the  weakness  of  our  newly  organised  representative  govern¬ 
ment  which  was  generally  regarded  as  a  menace  to  the  then  preva- 
lent  form.  Particularly  do  we  contend  that  American  investors  and 
#  Ik  shoiUd  be  subject  to  an  impartial  administration 

of  the  laws  of  the  land  wherever  they  elect  to  reside  or  make  Invest- 
ments.  We  protest  against  the  military  occupation  of  any  portions 
of  Latin  America  or  the  Asiatic  Continent.  ^  ^ 

_  We  view  with  approval  the  action  of  those  missionaries  and  mis- 
sionary  boards  which  tends  toward  the  establishment  of  the  principle 

accept  the  protection  of  the  military  arm 
of  their  government,  but  shaU  willingly  accept  the  vicissitudes  of  life 
among  the  people  to  whom  they  go  as  ambassadors  of  the  non-resist- 
inff  Nasarene. 


Mn^tlon®  of  peace.  Sdflsh  nationalism,  economic  imperialism,  and 

peace.  America  should  lead  the  way.  War  weary  nations  are 

^  k*‘  Church  can  do  what  they  may 

never,  never  be  able  to  do  again.  ^  ^ 

memoriibw^thrV*’®*  Annual  Conference  do  hereby 

S^tt.rSte?aS«  tk»f?k  ^  the  Senate 

kf  w  k  P“®  the  resolution  of  Senator  Borah 

“till  before  the  Senate,  announcing 
and  defining  the  desire  of  the  United  States  to  abandon  t^^f 
system  in  favor  of  a  system  of  world  law.  "“““on  tne  war 

WAR  AND  PEACE 
Rock  River  Conference 

P°s^tlon  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  with  reirarri  ♦/» 
SSZ?*  defined  by  our  last  General  ConferIn?"^‘S 

K  Ji?®!*  ®'®"  “  inevitable,”  and  “we  are  determined  to  oitlTw 

war^SdiX^®tk*®“’k*fk*“^n*’  ®®  ‘t  “nst,  the  development  of  a 
Tf  the  militarising  of  bovs’  clubs,  t£e  teaching 

wh^h  */®tics  in  our  public  schools  and  colleges,  the  propaganda 

Ss^fX  c?Sn«»®n?mr®"  r*r*®^®  ®P"®'^  broadcast  to  thetoter- 
®-»  II  “  1“  “ili*®>‘y  training  camps,  and  especially  the  use 
of  cancellation  stamps  in  the  United  States  mail  We  regret  the 
failure  of  the  Geneva  Disarmament  Conference  with  its  multunt 
sS!g  nations.  ®""®“‘^"‘  particularly  between  the  English- 

couIt^vTs^i.n‘’®l‘^®P‘'“®*""  the  rural  section  cf  our 

country  has  been  passing  concerns  us  all.  Bankruptcy,  the  increase 

®"^  standards  of  life  have  accom- 

P  this  depression.  Such  conditions,  we  believe,  will  in  the  end 
prove  disastrous  to  all  groups,  both  ru;al  and  urban 

1.  We  hope  that  the  Federal  Government  will  offer  airriciilt,.r»l 

in  ®®k“"  *?"®®"'«  protection  wh  ch  tthaf  Srded 

to  other  branches  of  industry.  As  long  as  tariff  w^ls  protert 

r,wrto“Zii“  .ir”''*"”"  "'‘f  o" 

^11-  formation  of  farmers’  co-operatives  for  buying  and 

recommend  that  education  to  that  end  aJoSf  the 
farmers  be  encouraged  from  every  quarter.  * 

‘’****''  “nderstanding  and  closer  co-operation  between 

Tlf».^k™®k®k*®^j®j^  *^1®  ***’*”■  K*’0“P'  tor  their  mutual  benefit 
The  Church  should  do  all  it  can  to  promote  this. 


ing  Nasarene. 


OUTLAWRY  OF  WAR 
Puget  Sound  Conference 


We  hold  that  a  major  task  for  the  Christian  ministry  is  that  of 
Christianising  the  mind  of  America  in  its  outlook  upon  war  The 
official  d^aratlon  of  our  Church  by  the  General  Conference  resolu¬ 
tion  of  1924  DiscipUne,  paragraph  572,  says;  “War  is  not  inevitable. 
It  is  the  supreme  enemy  of  mankind.  Its  futility  is  beyond  question. 
Its  continuance  means  the  suicide  of  civilisation.  We  are  determined 
to  outlaw  the  whole  war  system.  We  set  ourselves  to  create  the 


Oregon  Conference 

I  Conference  petitioned  the  Oregon  Agricultural  Col 

a?v  ***®  S***®  mflitary Sing  votonl 

tary  instead  of  compulsory  at  that  institution.  “ 

RACE  RELATIONS 
Michigan  Conference 

matw  ®®?®P*.  Jesus’  principle  of  the  oneness  of  the  world-wide  hu- 
man  famUy  and  make  it  our  aim  to  let  no  interest  ^selLfamuT 

S"ow’fSr;  men.”'  ''"’'®^®*®  ®"y  “"y^ody 

ffon^Vk^®  toat  this  lays  immediately  at  our  doors  to  Michi- 

mI*!-**®  ’■®®P®“®*bility  to  establish  a  brotherly  association  with  the 
Mexican  who  comes  to  work  within  the  borders  of  our  State. 

2.  We  recognise  also  the  presence  of  twelve  million  Negro  Ameri 

r  'srsr 

In«  ‘ Jrft®®n®P*  responsibility  for  a  brotherly  spirit  to  our  deal¬ 
ings  with  all  racial  and  national  groups  within  ou?  border^ 

MINISTERS’  SALARIES 
North-East  Ohio  Conference 

Whereas,  the  disparity  between  high  and  low  salaries  tends  bv 
Its  unf®irn®®s  to  create  unrest  to  the  hearts  of  the  underpaid  men 
wWch  seriously  menaces  the  vitality  and  reality  of  our  fSlowshfp" 

Hi«)!![*’®’‘®t®’.,**'®  ^®®'L‘”’®  I^*‘*®*'  rise  to  this  unhappy  con¬ 

dition  root  down  not  only  into  local  economic  conditions,  tut  also 
involve  problems  of  over-churching  and  the  education  of  mtaisters 
Therefore,  be  it  resolved.  That  we,  the  North-East  Ohio  Confer¬ 
ence,  assembled  to  Delaware,  September  9,  1927,  hereby  memOTliUlse 

£  AS^n/i®iH^“^®'^k"®®  ®PPotot  a  special  commission  which  shaU 
be  authoriMd  to  make  any  necessary  studies  and  to  devise  a  plan  look¬ 
ing  toward  a  solution'  of  this  problem.  ® 

Chloroform 

The  worship  services  of  a  church  may  be  so  esthetic 
that  they  become  anesthetic.  L 


k 
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The  Patriotism  of  Jesus 

Some  Reflections  for  Armistice  Day 


By  William  A.  Matson 

Pattor  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Kernville,  Calif. 


George  Washington  was  a  traitor  to  his 

country.  Such  was  the  common  English  belief  of  a 
century  and  a  half  ago.  John  Brown  was  the  great¬ 
est  boyhood  hero  of  one  raised  on  the  prairies  of  Kan¬ 
sas.  When  his  friend  from  Virginia  informed  him  that 
his  idol  had  been  hanged  for  rebellion  it  was  a  shock  al¬ 
most  too  great  to  be  borne.  Many  thousands  of  men, 
patriotic  Americans  all,  went  to  their  death  at  Gettys¬ 
burg  because  of  conflicting  loyalties. 

Who  is  a  patriot?  Ask  the  Legionary  about  the 
pacifist.  Ask  the  pacifist  about  the  big  business  man, 
or  the  powder  magnate  about  the  labor  radical.  Is  he 
a  patriot  who  boasts  loudly  of  his  country’s  greatness 
while  flaunting  her  Constitution  by  the  color  of  his  nose? 
Or  the  business  man  whose  right  hand  knows  not  what 
his  left  hand  does?  While  his  right  hand  is  writing 
checks  for  'the  community  chest  his  left  hand  is  wringing 
the  life  joy  out  of  the  hearts  of  many  of  his  employees. 


How  about  the  churchman  on  the  law  enforcement  com¬ 
mittee  who  takes  literally  the  command  “Judge  not” 
when  it  comes  to  such  matters  as  figuring  his  income 
tax  and  estimating  the  speed  of  his  automobile?  Why 
is  a  patriotic  Catholic  a  paradox  to  many  Protestants? 
Can  Stephen  Decatur  with  his  “My  country,  right  or 
wrong,  my  country,”  and  the  Quaker,  daring  not  to  obey 
his  country’s  laws  in  war  time,  both  be  patriots?  These 
questions  suggest  the  need  to-day  for  discovering  the 
true  meaning  of  patriotism. 

Such  diverse  characters  as  Nathan  Hale  and  Fran¬ 
ces  Willard,  Stonewall  Jackson  and  Woodrow  Wilson  will 
ever  be  honored  for  their  high  devotion  to  duty.  As 
Americans  we  will  always  applaud  their  love  of  country, 
but  as  Christians  we  must  look  to  Jesus  the  patriot  for 
light  to  pick  out  the  way  of  true  patriotism  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  befuddled  conditfons  of  men’s  minds. 

The  Jew  was  a  patriot,  the  most  intense  with  which 


Wids  WoM  Photoi 


TO  THE  HONOR  OF  THE  UNKNOWN  DEAD  AT  YPRE8 
The  Menin  Gate  which  spans  the  road  over  which  hundreds  of  thousands  of  troops  poured  into  the  Somme  battlefields,  in  memory 
of  British  soldiers  who  lost  their  lives  and  are  now  buried  in  an  unknown  grave. — Dedicated  July,  19S7 
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against  hopeless  odds,  and  never  wilhng  to  co-operate  opposition  to  the  established  order.  ^  ^ 

wth  the  conqueror.  In  his  soul  was  the  religious  con¬ 
viction  that,  as  the  chosen  of  Jehovah,  the  earth  was  HI 

his  to  rule  from  Jenisalem.  His  heart  still  sang  the  Jesus’  Rejection  of  Hate  • 

o  ^song  of  the  captivity,  «Let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  There  are  at  least  three  places  where  the  Jewish  pa- 


1.U  "  i  - -  ate  ai  least  xnree  places  wnere  tne  Jewish  na- 

triotiam  fpU  W  ^  pa-  Jesus  always  parted  company  with  him.  The  first  is 

Infci  h/  H  ^  ,7\  '‘'i  r  becomes  hate  for  another 

Jerulkm  heartbroken  cry  .•  O  Jerusalem,  O  country  or  race.  The  Jew  prided  himself  on  his  hatred 

^  ^  I?r  ^“*bered  thy  children  of  Rome,  but  Jesus  said,  “Love  your  enemies,  do  good 

J  brood  under  her  to  them  that  hate  you,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  and 

winifs.  and  vp  wonlH  n/if  TIio  «lo^  .  _  j  '*>  «*a*v» 


wings,  and  ye  would  not.”  His  also 
may  well  have  been  the  ringing  pledge 
of  Isaiah:  “For  Zion’s  sake  will  I 
not  hold  my  peace,  and  for  Jerusa¬ 
lem’s  sake  I  will  not  rest,  until  her 
righteousness  go  forth  as  brightness, 
and  her  salvation  as  a  lamp  that 
burneth.”  Jesus,  the  passionate  pa¬ 
triot  of  Palest^,  can  reveal  to  the 
discordant  thought  of  to-day  that 
true  love  of  country  which  makes 
patriotism  and  religion  two  har¬ 
monizing  notes  in  the  symphony  of 
life. 

II 

Jesus  and  Jewish  Patriotism 

Jesus  began  by  following  the 
traveled  highway  of  Jewish  patriot¬ 
ism.  He  shared  the  common  hope 
for  a  better  day,  locking  forward  to 
the  time  when  the  will  of  God  should 
be  done  on  the  earth,  although  His 
keener  vision  perceived  how  pitifully 
inadequate  was  the  conception  of 
the  kingdom  of  God  into  which  they 
had  stumbled.  Therefore  He  began 
by  keeping  step  with  them  while  en¬ 
deavoring  to  guide  their  feet  away 
from  the  easy  and  popular  paths. 
He  gloried  in  the  ancient  heroes  and 
law,  the  beautiful  temple  and  pure 
worship.  He  paid  the  temple  tax 
and  obeyed  the  laws  (but  not  always  ; 
the  traditions)  regarding  the  feasts 


We  Mothers  Know 

By  JoBir  Dbikkwateb 

“Peace,”  they  have  said. 

Through  the  sad  profit  of  our  pain 
We  grieve  till  time  is  gone. 

We  shall  not  learn  to  build  again 
The  bricks  of  Babylon — 

Our  sons  are  dead. 

Stilled  are  the  guns. 

Good  will,  they  say,  shall  heal,  shall  bless 
The  lands  now,  year  by  year. 

But  though  the  merciful  possess 
The  earth,  they  shall  not  hear 
Our  little  sons. 

They  were  our  friends; 

Our  thought,  our  breath,  our  blood  we  gave 
To  make  them  so; 

They  bought  us  peace,  and  in  the  grave 
Is  all  the  peace  they  know. 

To  make  amends.'  '  '  ^ 

Leaders  and  lords. 

Who  in  your  pride  decree  that  thus 
Or  thus  shall  scores  be  paid. 

An  age  is  building  when  with  us 
Tour  reckoning  shall  be  made. 

Who  have  no  swords. 

We  mothers  know; 

By  the  world's  hearths  we  sit  and  dream; 

Again  we  watch  them  die; 

They  Willed  the  peace  that  you  blaspheme. 
And,  though  you  still  deny. 

It  shall  be  so. 

— The  Graphic  (^London). 


pray  for  them  that  despitefully  use 
you.”  In  the  second  place,  glorifi¬ 
cation  of  one’s  country  and  its  great¬ 
ness  often  grows  into  a  blind  and 
binding  traditionalism.  At  every 
point  where  national  customs  blinded 
men  to  the  love  of  God  or  the  needs 
of  their  fellow  men,  Jesus  ignored 
them.  Thus  He  healed  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  day,  associated  Himself  with 
outcasts,  and  failed  to  fast  at  the 
stated  times.  To  Him,  human  wel¬ 
fare  always  came  before  institutions 
and  customs.  “The  Sabbath  was 
made  for  man,  and  not  man  for  the 
sabbath.”  Finally,  national  pride 
easily  develops  into  a  feeling  of  per¬ 
sonal  superiority  and  an  attitude  of 
condescension  toward  other  races. 
In  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  Jesus  rejects  all  such  forms  of 
patriotism.  The  true  lover  of  coun¬ 
try  will  always  strive  to  make  his 
land  better  and  greater  as  a  servant 
while  remaining  humble  himself. 

The  great  principle  which  guided 
the  patriotism  of  Jesus  is  now  more 
evident.  It  is  the  motive  of  love, 
and  has  two  objects:  men  and  right¬ 
eousness.  We  often  attempt  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  them,  but  with  Him 
they  were  one  and  inseparable.  When 
asked  to  interpret  the  righteousness 
of  the  law  He  stated  it  in  terms  of 
love.  “Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy 


4.i.„  c  J.I.  mi.  .  .  ..  .  Aiiuu  siiait  love  tne  jLiOra  tny 

and  the  Sabbath.  The  patriotism  of  Jesus  was  a  self-  God  with  all  thy  heart  ...  and  thy  neighbor  as  thy- 

QPriVincr  lovo  nr  _ _ J  'j _ ••  r«i  .  v  o  J 


^ _ .  I  a  - -  iicaiL  .  .  .  aiiu  my  neignoor  as  tnv- 

denying  love  of  country  which  first  expressed  itself  in  self.”  There  can  be  no  real  goodness  without  love,  even 

loyalty  to  its  laws  and  institutions.  though  our  money  builds  churS.es  and  feeds  the  Armenian 

Taoiio’  Paorworwi-  A  au  'x  XT  J  J  •  Orphans,  and  our  names  are  found  on  official  boards  and 

Jesus  Respect  for  Authority  Needed  m  a  Red  Cross  committees.  In  the  way  of  unselfish  love,  it 

Lawless  Age  is  impossible  to  wander  far  from  the  path  of  righteousness. 

A  lawless  age  needs  to  learn  Jesus’  unselfish  respect  Thus  Jesus  taught,  and  thus  He  walked, 
for  authonty.  In  His  time  the  statutes  were  largely  made  How  far  this  is  from  much  of  the  popular  patriotism 

^hgious  mles  imposed  by  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1927!  There  is  not  so  much 
selfish  ecclesiasticism,  while  in  our  day  democratic  pro-  steady  walking  in  the  way  of  love  and  virtue  as  bom- 
edurc  IS  gcncrully  followed  both  in  church  and  state,  ba.tic  boasting  of  the  blLy  deeds  of  y^Urd^  und 

oririoT®  n  *'>'  ‘h'  military  strength  of  to-day.  The  geLral  attitude 

original  spirit  of  the  Our  courts  are  crowded  with  toward  the  Germans  in  1917  was  not  far  different  from 

cases  where  men  who  call  themselves  patnotic  Americans  that  of  the  Jew  toward  the  Romans  in  the  year  17.  The 

th»uwf,l  •  IV®  ™  PriuuiPul  diffurenoe  was  that  we  were  strong  enough  to 

mu7t  SJr  r  l”'  ^  Christian  patriot  of  to-day  express  our  feelings  in  victorious  war  while  he  was  held 
The  lJ?  .  •  Jesus  began  and  walk  with  Him  along  in  political  subjection.  The  approved  roads  for  many 

atd  curtZs  S’lh  t"  ‘he  laws  patriots  toulay  are  stUI  those  of  national  hatred,  social 

and  customs  of  the  land  before  he  can  earn  the  nght  pride,  and  racial  snobbishness. 
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When  Aggressive  Egotism  Masqueraded 
as  Patriotism 

Jesus  plainly  saw  that  the  old  patriotism  could  lead 
only  to  disaster.  Its  method  was  that  of  force  or  war, 
which  is  always  ultimately  self-defeating.  Its  spirit  was 
pride,  which  blinds  the  eye  alike  to  the  truth  of  God 
and  to  its  own  defects.  Its  laws  had  solidified  into  a 
legalism  which  destroyed  freedom  and  became  an  end  in 
itself.  Not  only  did  Jesus  refuse  to  go  that  way,  but  He 
openly  clashed  with  it.  A  burning  spirit  of  love  for  His 
people  drove  Him  to  the  attack  at  every  point.  “Broad 
is  the  way  that  leadeth  to  destruction,  and  many  there 
be  that  find  it.”  Its  dangers  must  be  posted,  and  the 
many  be  shown  the  way  of  true  patriotism.  So  we  see  Him 
resisting  the  popular  ideas  at  the  following  points: 

1.  The  Jewish  national  hope  lay  in  a  world  empire 
with  its  capital  at  Jerusalem.  The  Messiah  would  some 
day  come  and  establish  this  kingdom  by  military  force. 
Whenever  Jesus  was  accepted  as  the  Christ  or  anointed 
one,  it  was  with  this  idea  in  mind.  He  had  to  withdraw 
from  the  crowds  partly  in  order  to  escape  their  attempts 
to  make  Him  king,  and  to  teach  His  disciples  the  divine 
way  of  establishing  the  Kingdom.  His  sayings  about  the 
meek  inheriting  the  earth,  loving  our  neighbors,  and 
turning  the  other  cheek  all  have  back  of  them  the  prin- 
ciple,  **They  that  take  up  the  sword  shall  perish  by  the 
sword.”  The  popular  way  would  surely  end  in  destruc¬ 
tion.  Thus  it  was  that  Jerusalem  was  destroyed  by  the 
Rrnnans  a  generation  later;  and  Rome  itself,  following 
the  same  course,  was  sacked  by  the  Goths  in  410.  So 
Jesus,  the  patriot,  saw  that  the  way  of  love  was  the  only 
path  both  to  national  greatness  and  to  God. 

2.  The  old  Hebrew  law  was  the  finest  means  possessed 
by  any  ancient  people  for  bringing  about  social  justice 
and  God  consciousness,  but  in  Jesus’  time  a  great  body 
of  interpretation  had  developed  which  was  considered  more 
important  than  hmnan  welfare.  For  example,  on  the 
Sabbath  it  was  forbidden  to  heal,  or  even  to  shuffle  the 
feet  lest  one  be  guilty  of  plowing.  Thus  were  forged 
the  chains  of  a  legalism  which  bound  the  common  people 
as  slaves.  Not  only  did  Jesus  refuse  to  obey  these  tra¬ 
ditions,  but  He  condemned  those  who  imposed  them. 
“Woe  unto  you,  scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites!  for 
ye  tithe  of  mint,  anise,  and  cummin ;  and  have  left  undone 
the  weightier  matters  of  love,  justice,  mercy,  and  faith. 
...  Ye  blind  guides  who  strain  out  the  gnat,  and  swal¬ 


low  the  camel.”  The  temple  regulations  had  become  a  - 
means  of  graft  and  oppression,  so  He  overturned  the  tables  I 
of  the  traders,  quoting,  “My  house  shall  be  called  a  house 
of  prayer;  but  ye  have  made  it  a  den  of  robbers.”  As 
a  loyal  Jew  Jesus  sought  to  overthrow  the  superimposed 
traditions  with  all  the  strength  that  was  His. 


The  Constructive  Forces  on  Which 
Jesus  Relied 


3.  In  His  attempt  to  substitute  the  lamp  of  hiunility 
for  the  blindness  of  pride,  Jesus  came  to  the  very  heart 
of  the  trouble  with  most  popular  patriotism.  The  heart 
is  always  the  most  difflcult  thing  to  change  because  upon 
it  all  else  depends.  The  more  pride  is  attacked  the  more 
set  it  becomes.  The  true  patriot,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
ever  willing  to  repent  both  of  personal  and  national  sins. 
While  Jesus’  method  of  aggressive  good  will  was  misun¬ 
derstood,  and  His  assault  on  the  traditions  created  an¬ 
tagonism,  it  was  the  call  for  penitent  hearts  which  so 
trampled  on  the  heart  of  pride  that  it  aroused  a  hatred 
which  could  only  be  satisfied  by  seeing  Him  on  the  cross. 

Thus  Jesus  assailed  the  defects  in  the  patriotism  of 
His  own  day,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  in  His  con¬ 
demnation  He  was  always  constructive.  Physical  force 
must  be  replaced  by  spiritual  power.  Legalism  must  go 
in  order  that  the  divine  purpose  of  the  law  may  be  ful¬ 
filled.  Before  these  can  be  accomplished,  the  proud  heart 
must  meekly  bow.  The  call  to-day  is  for  constructive 
Christian  patriots  who  will  follow  His  leading  in  facing 
the  evils  of  American  life.  The  essence  of  national  pride 
at  the  present  time  is  little  different  from  that  of  two 
thousand  years  ago.  There  is  scant  trust  in  the  power 
of  love,  but  almost  total  dependence  upon  physical  force 
to  accomplish  the  few  things  which  money  cannot  do.  And, 
while  there  is  no  crushing  traditionalism,  we  are  engaged 
in  a  mad  scramble  after  pleasure  which  is  even  more  de¬ 
bilitating  to  national  strength  and  character. 


The  path  of  patriotism  trod  by  Jesus  is  now  more 
clear.  He  was  not  deceived  by  the  easy  and  tempting 
b3q>aths,  but  kept  straight  ahead  on  the  way  of  love 
through  the  hills  of  service  and  into  the  highlands  of 
world  brotherhood,  where  at  the  end  of  the  trail  on  the 
topmost  peak  stood  a  cross. 

The  cross  still  stands  for  the  patriot  who  would  fol¬ 
low  in  His  train. 


The  Boy  in  the  Street 


By  A.  Ray  Petty 

The  Street  placed  its  hands  on  the  life  of  a  boy- 
The  seething  street — the  soulless  street — 

It  stole  all  his  portion  of  childish  joy — 

The  Street. 


“On  Earth  as  in  Heaven  “ 

By  Edith  Houghton  Buell 


The  Church  did  not  see  the  boy  as  he  passed — 
The  busy  church — the  bustling  church — 

Did  not  see  his  face  growing  old  too  fast — 
The  Church. 


An  angel  from  the  heavenly  choir 
Came  down  the  shining  way ; 
Gave  me  a  string  from  his  own  lyre 
That  I  might  sing  and  play. 


The  Christ  looked  down  from  the  heavens  high — 
The  risen  Christ — the  reigning  Christ — 

And  said,  “For  these  least  I  was  glad  to  die” — 
The  Christ. 


“What  shall  I  sing.  Celestial  One, 

On  earth,  in  heaven  above?” 

“Join  with  the  host  before  the  throne 
And  sing  the  Saviour’s  love.” 


I 
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Some  General  Conference  Opportunities 

By  Paul  Morrison 

Pattor  Methodut  Episcopal  Church,  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  T. 


Heaven  spare  Methodism  from  a  two-by-four 
General  Conference  at  Kansas  City!  It  can  be 
small  even  with  860  delegates.  The  days  are 
too  demanding  to  spend  the  whole  month  on  lesser  things. 
Our  church  must  come  to  grips  with  the  things  that  mat¬ 
ter  most.  We  must  determine  the  future  policy  of  the 
church.  Is  it  to  be  a  national  church  or  a  world  church.? 
Is  the  voice  of  the  church  to  speak  out  against  attempts 
to  militarize  the  United  States?  What  has  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  to  say  on  the  “state  of  the  nation”  and  the 
“state  of  the  church”? 

The  world  cares  very  little  about  the  consolidation 
of  boards  or  the  numbers  of  bishops  elected.  (Neither 
do  the  rank  and  file  of  Methodists.)  The  big  concern  is, 
Can  Methodism  contribute  vital  Christian  experience, 
character,  and  conduct  to  life?  Methodism  may  have 
more  churches,  more  ministers,  more  missionaries  than 
any  other  denomination,  but  are  Methodist  people  more 
Christ-minded  in  world  affairs,  in  civic  righteousness,  in 
industrial  relationships,  and  in  tolerance  than  others?  Is 
the  world  more  Christlike  because  of  the  way  Methodism 
says  by  her  total  program,  “He  (meaning  Christ)  must 
increase;  I  (denominational  Methodism)  must  decrease?” 
The  Kansas  City  Conference  can  surpass  even  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Conference  of  1784  in  significance  if  we  face  big  issues. 
The  actions  of  the  Conference  will  be  no  more  courageous 
than  the  majority  of  delegates  or  no  more  daring  than 
the  committees  entrusted  with  important  duties.  What 
will  happen?  We  can  only  hope  that  the  Conference  will 
present  Methodism  unto  Him  “a  more  glorious  church.” 

Thinking  primarily  of  the  larger  issues,  one  hesitates 
to  mention  anything  touching  on  church  machinery.  To 
suggest  repairs  or  new  parts  is  exceedingly  dangerous,  for 
some  church  leaders  will  immediately  point  accusing  and 
scornful  fingers,  accompanied  by  a  disdainful  cry,  “Tink- 
ererT*  But  if  the  motor  will  run  more  smoothly  and 
have  more  power,  well — let’s  do  some  fixing.  The  matters 
herein  proposed  are  not  “sole”  issues  or  “first  things” 
in  themselves,  and  yet  they  are  important  enough  to  re¬ 
ceive  serious  consideration. 

Revise  Duties  of  the  Minister 

The  General  Conference  would  do  well  to  write  a  new 
paragraph  into  the  Discipline  in  place  of  Paragraph  182 
(1924)  on  the  duties  o'f  the  minister.  The  summary  im¬ 
pression  one  gets  reading  the  present  paragraph  is  that 
as  long  as  the  minister  “organizes  and  maintains,  if  prac¬ 
ticable,”  this  or  that  organization  and  “takes  a  collec¬ 
tion”  for  some  cause,  he  has  done  his  full  duty  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  Quarterly  Conference  reports  are  recorded.  It 
is  safe  to  say  that  district  superintendents  the  country 
over  will  tell  of  men  on  their  districts  who  have  no  idea 
of  a  program  for  the  local  church.  Surely  the  Discipline 
gives  them  no  aid  in  formulating  one,  for  there  is  given 
a  meager  conception  of  what  the  church  expects  of  the 
minister,  or  what  he  may  mean  to  the  local  church  and 
community.  Situations  are  different,  and  every  town  is 
peculiar  to  a  fault,  but  the  minister’s  task  is  fundamen¬ 


tally  the  same  everywhere.  Let  some  of  the  best  minds 
in  the  General  Conference  give  the  church  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  paragraph  on  the  duties  of  the  modem  minister. 

A  New  Basis  for  Apportionments 

The  General  Conference  ought  to  abolish  the  present 
basis  or  system  of  ministerial  support.  The  apportion¬ 
ments  for  district  superintendents,  bishops,  and  Confer¬ 
ence  Claimants  are  raised  on  a  percentage  basis  of  the 
pastor’s  cash  salary  and  in  some  instances  includes  the 
rental  value  of  the  parsonage.  Of  all  unjust  practices, 
this  takes  first  and  second  prizes.  As  a  result  of  this 
basis  of  raising  the  items  in  ministerial  support,  pastors’ 
salaries  are  kept  down,  and  the  dishonest,  at  least  deceit¬ 
ful,  practice  of  bonus  or  purse  springs  up.  In  one  Con¬ 
ference,  to  raise  a  pastor’s  salary  $300,  means  $54,  or  an 
increase  of  eighteen  per  cent  in  the  other  items  of  minis¬ 
terial  support.  This  is  unfair  to  the  church,  the  pastor, 
and  the  people. 

Unfortunately,  it  is  true  that  the  rank  and  file  of  lay¬ 
men  do  not  look  upon  these  apportionments  as  ministerial 
support.  The  business  man  thinks  of  the  additional  items 
as  a  denominational  tax  or  administrative  overhead.  The 
General  Conference  could  change  the  whole  situation  by 
making  the  amount  raised  for  current  expenses,  exclusive 
of  the  pastor’s  salary,  the  basis  fOr  the  connectional  ap¬ 
portionments. 

In  the  Conference  Minutes  there  is  a  column  for  “Cur¬ 
rent  Expenses,  not  Including  Ministerial  Support.”  These 
apportionments  may  be  secured  by  a  percentage  of  that 
amount.  If  the  apportionments  for  district  superintend¬ 
ents,  bishojis,  and  Conference  Claimants  were  thus  made, 
the  whole  matter  of  membership  would  be  taken  away  from 
any  financial  consideration.  Some  now  decry  the  impious 
practice  of  increasing  the  non-resident,  inactive  lists.  Re¬ 
ports  of  total  membership  are  deliberately  pared  to  keep 
down  apportionments.  Church  membership  is  too  sacred 
to  play  with  in  such  a  manner.  Remove  it  as  one  of  the 
factors  in  apportionments,  and  we  would  immediately  see 
a  difference.,  Make  this  the  determining  factor:  What 
does  this  charge  raise  for  current  expenses,  not  including 
the  pastor’s  salary?  An  auditor  or  certified  public  ac¬ 
countant  could  present  a  statement  with  the  pastor’s  re¬ 
port  to  the  Conference  statistician  if  there  is  a  doubt  as 
to  a  church’s  honesty.  Then  find  a  percentage  of  the  total 
which  will  provide  for  the  additional  items  in  ministerial 
support.  What  would  such  a  provision  accomplish? 

1.  It  would  change  the  attitude  of  many  churches  in  determining 
the  pastor’s  salary.  It  would  mean  many  increases. 

2.  It  would  treat  the  small  church  with  a  modest  budget  fairly 
and  tax  properly  the  large  churches  Which  maintain  staffs  of  work¬ 
ers,  expensive  quartets  or  choirs,  and  have  big  plants. 

8.  It  would  eliminate  tampering  with  membership  rolls  as  a  means 
of  economising  or  cutting  down  Conference  apportionments. 

4.  A  percentage  could  be  computed  for  the  items  that  would  satis¬ 
factorily  meet  the  connectional  apportionments. 

Perhaps  some  wiser  plan  could  be  devised,  but  let  us 
officially  reject  a  spoils  system. 
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A  New  Burial  Service 

We  need  not  be  ashamed  of  our  Methodist  ritual  for 
the  most  part.  We  can  be  proud  of  the  rittial  in  manj 
respects  until  we  come  to  the  service  to  be  read  at  the 
grave.  One  rebels  against  the  pagan  elements  it  con¬ 
tains.  Our  best  efforts  are  made  to  give  death  a  spiritual 
interpretation  and  to  declare  the  reality  of  immortality, 
but  at  the  grave  the  church  sides  with  all  that  is  pagan 
and  tries  to  assure  intelligent,  bereaved  people  that  their 
hope  is  in  a  resurrection  on  the  last  day  “when  the  earth 
and  the  sea  shall  give  up  their  dead,”  and  that  “we  may 
have  our  perfect  consummation  and  bliss  both  in  body  and 
soul.”  Presumably,  we  want  our  people  to  pin  their  hope 
to  smne  form  of  physical  resurrection.  Minor  changes 
could  well  be  made  to  most  of  our  ritual,  but  the  burial 
service  is  beyond  repair.  We  cannot  put  a  new  patch  on 
that  old  garment.  Nor  do  we  want  our  pastors  to  turn  to 
some  outside  manua.1  of  “A  Thousand  Thoughts  for  Fu¬ 
neral  Occasions.”  Let  the  final  burial  service  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  be  a  great  summons  to  a  spiritual  concep¬ 
tion  of  death  and  a  Christian  plea  for  victorious  faith 
that  neither  feels  the  sting  of  death  nor  the  defeat  of  the 
grave. 

A  New  Era  for  Missions 

What  will  our  church  do  for  its  missionary  program? 
It  must  be  educational,  without  constant  financial  jibes 
and  reminders  of  “One  year  ago,  this  month’s  total  was 


.  .  .  .”  The  best  thing  that  could  happen  would  be  to 
have  two  years  of  missionary  endeavor  free  from  the  curse 
of  voucTurSt  and  the  dickerings  of  credit  “On  Apportion¬ 
ment”  and  “Specials.”  Voucher  zealots  would  thus  trans¬ 
late  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan:  “And  straight¬ 
way  the  Good  Samaritan,  when  he  had  taken  out  two  pence 
and  gave  them  to  the  host  at  the  inn,  said,  ‘Take  care  of 
him,  and  whatsoever  thou  spendest  more  (put  in  the 
column  Specials) f  and  when  I  come  back  again,  I  will  re¬ 
pay  thee  if  I  can  have  a  Conference  voucher  on  apportion¬ 
ment.”  The  none-too-missionary-minded  Methodist  has 
been  taught  to  think  of  the  finance  office  rather  than  the 
great  world  call  to  Christian  service.  To  face  our  total 
task  must  become  a  great  spiritual  crusade  that  will  light 
the  fires  of  desire  to  carry  the  spirit  of  Christ  everywhere. 
Let  us  not  deceive  ourselves  into  believing  that  we  can 
pour  the  kerosene  of  financial  drives  on  missionary  fires 
and  keep  them  burning  brightly  forever. 

We  will  do  these  minor  things  and  many  others  at 
Kansas  City,  but  the  biggest  work  is  to  start  a  spiritual 
renaissance  that  will  compel  Methodism  to  give  Christian¬ 
ity  a  warmth  of  meaning  that  will  make  the  Master  the 
Christ  of  the  American  Road.  Some  church  must  pioneer 
in  the  realm  of  simple,  spiritual  adventuring  in  modem 
life.  Methodism  has  the  historical  background  to  do  it. 
No  church  has  a  wider  contact  with  the  rank  and  file  of 
folks.  We  can  do  one  great  thing:  put  Christ  upon  the 
highway  of  American  life. 


Some  Folks  in  Our  Church 

The  Woman  Who  is^  Not  Afraid  of  Dishes 


IT  MUST  have  been  a  man  who  in¬ 
vented  church  dinners,  for  I  am 
sure  that  there  would  never  be  an¬ 
other  if  the  men  had  to  do  the  work. 

There  are  many  orders  of  right¬ 
eousness  in  our  church.  There  are 
saints  of  various  degrees  of  persever¬ 
ance,  ranking  each  other  according  to 
their  peculiar  excellence.  I  propose 
for  canonization  the  woman  who  is  not 
afraid  of  dishes. 

There  are  various  orders  of  right¬ 
eousness  even  in  the  church  kitchen. 

There  are  the  women  who  are  perfectly 
willing  to  arrive  at  four  o’clock  and 
do  the  ornamental  little  tasks,  dressing 
up  the  salads,  and  putting  the  flowers 
on  the  table,  and  all  that  kind  of  thing. 

I  would  not  disparage  them.  But  a  re¬ 
served  seat  must  be  saved  for  the  woman 
who  is  not  afraid  of  dishes. 

She  is  the  woman  who  .stays  after  everyone  else  is  gone. 
There  is  nothing  so  stale,  flat,  and  generally  deserted  as 
a  churc^  dining  room  after  a  church  diimer.  Every  man 
and  his  wife  and  children  have  blithely  piled  into  their 
cars  and  are  headed  towards  home  and  bed.  The  church 
dining  room  has  all  the  earmarks  of  a  cyclone-swept 
scene.  Paper  napkins,  bits  and  odds  and  ends  and  what 
not  are  everywhere.  And — dirty  dishes.  What  in  all 
the  world  is  so  dirty  as  dirty  dishes? 


She  rolls  up  her  sleeves  and  goes  at 
them.  She  piles  and  arranges  and 
scrapes.  She  moves  through  a  cloud 
of  soap  suds  and  steam,  with  the  dim 
outlines  of  endless  stacks  of  church 
dishes  looming  in  the  background.  Piles 
of  the  washed,  piles  of  the  unwashed. 
The  piles  gradually  melt  away,  taking 
their  places  in  the  interminable  shelves, 
ready  for  the  next  church  dinner,  when 
the  process  will  be  repeated. 

And  the  woman  who  is  not  afraid 
of  dishes  will  be  right  there  next  time. 
She  always  is.  It  isn’t  fair.  It  isn’t 
reasonable.  It  is  only  true,  that’s  all. 

The  church  enjoys  its  good  fellow¬ 
ship,  and  the  dinners  help.  But  the 
holiest  saint  on  the  roster  is  the  woman 
who  is  not  afraid  of  dishes. 

She  is  the  woman  to  whom  the  par¬ 
son  can  always  go  for  advice.  He  gets 
it  every  time.  She  is  blunt,  short-spoken,  with  a  direct 
sagacity  which  cuts  the  comers  and  tells  the  tmth.  She 
sometimes  slips  in  her  grammar,  never  in  her  good  sense. 
She  has  not  a  degree  from  the  State  university;  her  de¬ 
gree  has  a  big  D  in  it,  but  the  letter  stands  for  dishes. 
There  are  a  lot  of  university  graduates  who  might  learn 
from  her. 

Some  day  when  th»  scales  are  balanced,  the  church 
will  insist  upon  new  orders  of  merit. 


November  3,  1987  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCAIE  » 

•  Galveston  Entertains  Texas  Methodists 

,  '■  Wesley  Tabernacle  Host  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  Presiding 


The  course  of  em¬ 
pire  westward 
wends  its  way. 
History  reveals  this 
true  of  the  religious  in¬ 
fluence,  including  those 
institutions  which  exert 
a  leavening  and  saving 
power  in  society.  That 
principle  has  given  us 
the  status  of  progress 
and  achievement  evident 
in  our  church  life  in  the 
vast  empire  State  of 
Texas.  No  skyline  of 
the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  could  be 
complete  without  em- 
Rev.  E.  W.  Kelley  bracing  all  that  pros¬ 

perous  church  territory 
stretching  from  the  Louisiana  line  to  far-away  El  Paso 
and  beyond  on  the  west. 

Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  according  to  the  plan  of  epis¬ 
copal  visitation,  will  convene  the  West  Texas  Conference 
on  the  30th  of  November,  at  San  Antonio.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  23,  at  Galveston,  he  will  also  preside  over  the  Texas 
Conference.  Both  Conferences  were  constituted  out  of 
that  territory  originally  cultivated  from  the  historic  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Mission  Conference  as  a  nucleus  and  base  of 
operation.  Their  progress  reveals  the  consecrated  and 
prophetic  wisdom  of  those  Methodist  pioneers  and  apos¬ 
tles  who  builded  more  wisely  than  they  knew. 

The  Texas  Conference,  older  than  its  sister,  was  born 
amid  that  strange  congeries  of  social  and  political  forces 
that  followed  the  events  of  ’61-’65.  It  was  a  time  when 
new  institutions  were  being  boni  and  fresh  organizations 
were  being  formed  as  channels  of  expression  for  the  new 
thought  of  the  times  that  had  burst  through  old  moulds, 
as  does  molten  lava  from  its  crater  confinements  of  a 
volcano.  The  humanitarian  voice  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  had  become  irresistible  throughout  this 
whole  gulf-coast  territory. 

It  was  in  1866  that  this  Conference  was  organized. 
Its  growth  during  these  six  decades  has  been  most  com¬ 
mendable.  Favorable  to  this  fact  must  be  remembered, 
however,  that  the  rank  and  file  of  its  men  have  been  in¬ 
digenous— they  have  been  native  to  the  soil  and  thus 
exhibit  that  ambitious,  conquering  pioneer  spirit  accus¬ 
tomed  to  meet  and  overcome  obstacles.  It  is  the  builders’ 
spirit.  They  who  build  empires,  political  and  religious, 
must  have  them  in  their  brains,  and  then  objectify  them 
in  efllcient  institutions.  These  heroic  Texas  men  have 
been  doing  this  through  the  years.  On  their  roll  of  hon¬ 
ored  dead  are  some  of  the  most  cherished  names  of  Meth¬ 
odist  history.  Some  of  the  pioneers  still  linger,  a  bene¬ 
diction  and  blessing  to  their  successors.  In  turn,  these 
successors  have  caught  up  the  torch,  and  traveling  in 
blazed  trails  partly,  and  besides,  in  other  trails  which 
wey  themselves  have  made,  have  worthily  advanced  the 
cause  of  those  great  responsibilities  they  inherited. 


District  superintendents  of  this  Conference  are  Drs. 

I  J.  W.  Gilder,  of  Beaumont;  J.  S.  Scott,  of  Houston; 
E.  H.  Holden,  of  Marshall ;  R.  R.  Reid,  of  Navasota ; 
W.  R.  Robinson,  of  Palestine,  and  J.  H.  Anthony,  of 
Paris  Districts.  All  these  are  men  of  wide  experience  and 
proven  ability  in  church  administration.  The  Rev.  L.  V. 
Harrison  is  the  efficient  secretary,  and  the  Rev.  E.  O. 
Woolf  oik,  the  able  statistician  of  the  Conference.  The 
statistics  of  the  body  are  encouraging.  In  the  six  dis¬ 
tricts  are  17,581  full  members  and  116.  traveling  minis¬ 
ters.  There  are  225  church  buildings,  with  an  estimated 
value  of  more  than  $742,000,  including  the  eighty-three 
parsonages.  Ministerial  support  paid  by  the  charges  is. 
$90,436. 

In  its  uniformly  successful  history  a  cluster  of  achieve¬ 
ments  are  worthy  of  note.  In  one  of  these,  notably  the 
development  of  their  Conference  educational  institution, 
the  Conference  pride  is  justly  stronger  than  in  any  other 
achievement.  Wiley  College  ranks  with  the  best  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  for  Negroes  in  America,  and  is  there¬ 
fore  a  source  of  pride  for  all  Methodism  and  for  Negro 
Americans  generally.  Most  loyally  reinforced  and  sup¬ 
ported  by  both  ministerial  and  lay  members  of  the  Con¬ 
ference,  President  Dogan  and  those  who  laid  its  earlier 
foundations,  may  justly  pride  themselves  upon  having 
given  the  nation  one  of  its  most  substantial,  efllcient  edu¬ 
cational  plants.  Through  its  World  Service  giving  like¬ 
wise,  this  Conference  has  contributed  very  creditably  to 
religious  and  moral  progress  generally.  For  the  two- 
year  period  1925-26 — their  total  giving  to  these  benevo¬ 
lences  were  upwards  of  $27,726,  every  dollar  of  which 
was  sent  on  Methodism’s  mission  around  the  world.  The 
other  feature  has  been  the  Conference’s  building  program. 

Signal  -achievement  in  this  field  partially  accounts  for 
the  present  session  at  Galveston.  It  commemorates  a 
wonderful  project  in  the  erection  of  Wesley  Tabernacle. 
Throughout  the  Methodist  world  it  should  be  known  that 
this  church,  host  of  the  Conference  in  session  there  No¬ 
vember  23-27,  was  just  recently  remodeled  at  a  cost  of 
$45,000  without  aid  from  the  connectional  Board  of 
Church  Extension.  That  story  was  told  in  detail  in  a 
previous  issue  of  The  Southwestern.  Dr.  E.  W.  Kelley, 
present  entertaining  pastor,  was  the  masterful  admin¬ 
istrator  in  that  event.  A  man  of  rugged  worth,  he  en¬ 
tered  the  Conference  in  1911,  Bishop  McIntyre  presid¬ 
ing.  His  has  been  a  ministry  of  wide  demand  in  his  Con¬ 
ference.  Trinity,  East,  Grace,  Sulphur  Springs,  Malla- 
lieu,  Ebenezer,  are  among  the  charges  served  by  him.  It 
was  because  Bishop  J  ones  saw  in  him  a  man  of  superior 
ability  that  he  appointed  him  in  1920-21  to  Wesley  Taber¬ 
nacle,  where  he  has  given  to  the  Texas  Conference  its  most 
pretentious  church  structure. 

At  Wesley  Tabernacle,  Galveston,  under  the  clear 
Southern  skies  of  the  section  within  sound  of  the  roaring 
waters  of  the  gulf,  the  Conference  will  be  happy  in  the 
hospitality  of  the  ci^y.  An  atmosphere  genial,  generous, 
cultured,  and  Christian  awaits  them.  The  Southwestern 
sends  gracious  greetings  to  both  Conference  and  host, 
wishing  that  this  will  be  the  most  constructive  and  sat¬ 
isfactory  session  in  its  long  history. 
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Bishop  M.  W.  Clair  Visits  the  West 

By  Miss  Gertrude  O.  Jackson 


ON  SUNDAY,  July  31,  1927,  at  Taylor  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Oakland,  Calif.,  we  had 
as  our  distinguished  guest  Bishop  and  Mrs.  M. 
W.  Clair,  of  Covington  Area.  In  the  morning  Bishop 
Clair  preached  to  a  large  audience,  and  that  night  he 
delivered  an  address  at  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
(white).  He  was  greeted  with  an  overcrowded  audience. 
The  male  quartet  of  Taylor  Church  rendered  several  se¬ 
lections  of  Negro  spirituals. 

Monday  night,  August  1,  a  banquet  was  given  in  the 
honor  of  the  distinguished  guests.  A  large  crowd  at¬ 
tended,  and  among  the  number  were  our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
John  Wesley  Thomas,  and  his  wife,  and  our  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  the  Rev.  Bane,  and  his  wife.  A  wonderful 
program  was  rendered.  Flowers  were  presented  to  Bishop 
Clair  from  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  by  the  president,  Mrs. 
E.  L.  Sanders,  and  flowers  presented  to  Mrs.  Clair  by 
Miss  Hazel  McDowell,  president  of  the  Ojac  Tennis 
Club. 

Tuesday  night,  August  2,  Bishop  Clair  delivered  an 
address  on  “Africa”  in  Central  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  (white),  San  Francisco.  Here  Bishop  Clair  was 


greeted  by  Bishop  Bums,  our  resident  bishop,  who  spoke 
so  fittingly  of  Bishop  Clair.  Our  Bishop  Bums  made  a 
special  trip  to  San  Francisco  from  Los  Angeles  to  wel¬ 
come  Bishop  Clair  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  Junior  Ep- 
worth  League  of  Central  Church  is  going  to  aid  the 
bishop  in  the  work  of  Africa. 

Wednesday  night,  August  3,  Bishop  Clair  delivered 
another  address  to  a  large  number  in  Trinity  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  (white),  Berkeley,  Calif.  Taylor’s 
quartet  assisted  Bishop  Clair.  During  the  five  days 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Clair  were  in  Oakland  they  were  given 
many  sight-seeing  trips.  On  Thursday  afternoon  the 
bishop  and  wife  departed  for  Los  Angeles. 

We  must  say  much  credit  must  be  given  to  our  pres¬ 
ent  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Thomas,  for  the  coming  of 
Bishop  Clair  to  the  coast.  Our  church  is  growing  under 
his  pastorate,  and  all  seem  to  be  in  a  better  working 
mood.  During  the  nine  months  the  Rev.  Thomas  has 
been  with  us  we  were  able  to  raise  $2,559.11.  Taylor 
Church  happens  to  be  the  only  Negro  church  in  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Conference,  so  we  are  sending  our  pastor  to  Con¬ 
ference  with  a  good  report  and  wishing  for  his  return. 


Forty- Eighth  Session  of  the  East 

Tennessee  Conference  I 

By  Thomas  G.  Howard 


IN  THE  quiet,  clean,  and  beautiful  little  city  of  his¬ 
torical  fame,  Marion,  Va.,  situated  in  one  of  the 
fertile  valleys  of  the  Old  Dominion,  on  the  Bristol 
Division  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad,  the  East 
Tennessee  Conference  held  its  forty-eighth  session  in  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  the 
Rev.  T.  C.  Frazier  as  host,  and  presided  over  by  that 
eminent  Christian  statesman  of  international  fame, 
Bishop  M.  W.  Clair,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

The  usual  initial  meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  night, 
October  4,  at  which  time,  in  the  absence  of  the  speaker 
of  the  hour,  Drs.  Judson  S.  Hill  and  I.  Garland  Penn, 
made  helpful  addresses.  The  Rev.  J.  G.  McBrossi,  of 
Wytheville,  Va.,  presided. 

Wednesday  morning,  October  5,  at  8.30,  the  hour  for 
opening,  the  bishop  being  unavoidably  delayed,  the  Revs. 
C.  H.  Hurd  and  A.  W.  Randolph  led  the  devotions,  after 
which  all  committees  were  organized  and  settled  down  to 
their  work.  Bishop  Clair  arrived  at  2  P.  M.,  and  at 
2.30  he  ascended  the  rostrum  and  announced  the  hymn, 
“A  Charge  to  Keep  I  Have,”  at  the  conclusion  of  which 
he  read  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  John 
with  timely  and  instructive  comment.  Dr.  J.  C.  Sherrill, 
of  Knoxville,  led  in  prayer.  Assisted  by  the  district  su¬ 
perintendents,  the  bishop  administered  the  holy  com¬ 
munion,  vfhich  was  indeed  a  spiritual  feast. 

With  the  Rev.  Edward  H.  Forrest  presiding,  the 
formal  opening  took  place.  The  Conference  was  wel¬ 


comed  to  Marion  by  his  Honor,  Mayor  S.  L.  Dickinson, 
and  Mrs.  Susie  Thompson,  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Church, 
both  of  whom  made  splendid  addresses.  The  Rev.  J. 
Wesley  Manning,  of  Gary  W.  Va.,  responded  with  credit 
to  himself  and  the  Conference.  Bishop  Clair  also  re¬ 
sponded  on  behalf  of  the  Conference  and  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  The  Conference  organized  by  electing  the 
Revs.  A.  D.  Williams,  secretary;  W.  A.  Webber,  treas¬ 
urer,  and  F.  A.  Hatcher,  statistician. 

Reports  from  the  district  superintendents  always  fur¬ 
nish  an  interesting  hour  for  the  Conference.  The  Revs. 
B.  J.  Martin,  of  the  Bluefield;  Jas.  A.  Pickett,  of  the 
Chattanooga ;  F.  D.  Johnson,  of  the  Knoxville,  and  An¬ 
derson  Davis,  of  the  Pulaski  Districts,  each  read  encour¬ 
aging  reports  which  brought  forth  applause  from  the 
Conference.  Each  of  the  superintendents  received  pres¬ 
entations  from  their  respective  districts  as  tokens  of  es¬ 
teem  and  confidence. 

Drs.  Judson  S.  Hill  and  I.  Garland  Penn  represented 
the  Board  of  Education  at  a  special  educational  meeting 
Wednesday  night,  with  the  Rev.  E.  L.  Wright  presiding. 
Both  speakers  seemed  to  be  at  their  best ;  a  great  appeal 
for  more  liberal  support  of  our  educational  institutions 
was  made.  It  was  revealed  at  this  meeting  the  amount 
given  by  the  Conference  this  year  for  Morristown  College 
equals  more  than  six  times  the  amount  of  any  previous, 
year.  The  Conference  renewed  its  pledge  to  the  school,' 
and  adopted  Dr.  Penn’s  suggestion  of  self-denial  week  for 


869 


November  3,  1927  THE  SOUTHWESTERN 

I  our  schools  the  week  in  November  which  anbraces  Thanks- 

W  pying  Day.  Dr.  Penn  also  represented  the  World  Serv¬ 
ice  Commission. 

Dr.  Gammon  Alorris  made  a  lasting  impression  upon 
his  hearers  in  his  able  presentation  of  the  work  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension.  Dr.  E. 
M.  Jones  was  the  efficient  representative  of  the  Board 
of  Pensions  and  Relief.  He  explained  the  new  plan  and 
concluded  his  address  with  a  beautiful  tribute  to  the  men 
who  have  given  their  lives  to  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

A  forward-looking  movement  was  inaugurated  within 
the  Conference  when  Bishop  Clair  appointed  a  committee 
to  meet  with  the  cabinet  to  study  the  critical  condition 
of  our  work  in  the  rural  sections,  and  the  opportunity 
for  extension  and  development  in  the  cities  and  mining 
regions.  So  careful  and  effective  did  the  committee  go 
at  the  task  assigned  to  it,  the  Conference  voted  to  con¬ 
tinue  it  as  one  of  the  standing  committees. 

The  General  Conference  election  in  the  ministerial 
ranks  passed  without  incident  and  only  negligible  in¬ 
terest;  considerable  enthusiasm,  however,  was  in  evidence 
among  the  laymen.  Dr.  Judson  S.  Hill,  president  of  Mor¬ 
ristown  College,  was  the  choice  of  the  Conference  as  min¬ 
isterial  representative,  and  Mrs.  Nellie  Forrest,  the  ac¬ 
complished  wife  of  our  pastor  of  Bristol,  Va.,  was 
selected  to  represent  the  laymen.  The  Rev.  Anderson 
Davis,  superintendent  of  the  Pulaski  District,  is  reserve 
delegate  for  the  ministers,  and  Mrs.  Hattie  Evans  Sink- 
ford,  of  Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  is  the  reserve  for  the  laymen. 

The  Sunday  services  brought  a  very  large  crowd  from 
all  directions  of  more  than  100  miles’  radius.  After  the 
love  feast,  conducted  by  the  Revs.  R.  D.  Washington, 
W.  W.  Ward,  A.  W.  Randolph,  and  J.  F.  Prigmore,  the 
congregation  went  to  the  Royal  Oak  Presbyterian  Church, 

I  one  of  the  largest  white  churches  of  the  city,  for  the  11 
o  clock  services.  These  splendid  people  gave  up  their 
morning  service  in  order  that  our  people  might  have  use 
of  their  spacious  church  auditorium  while  they  occupied 
the  balcony.  Bishop  Clair  said  that  it  was  “one  of  the 
hnest  evidences  of  Christian  fellowship”  he  had  ever  seen. 
To  say  the  least,  the  morning  worship  was  a  spiritual 
triumph.  Dr.  C.  K.  Brown  introduced  Bishop  Clair, 
who,  by  request,  preached  his  famous  sermon  on  the  life 
of  Joseph;  subject,  “The  Elevating  Influence  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Character.”  Many  of  both  races  declared  it  to  be 
the  greatest  sermon  they  had  ever  heard. 

Sunday  afternoon,  at  3  o’clock,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Revs.  H.  L.  Johnson  and  F.  D.  Thomas,  an  im¬ 
pressive  memorial  service  was  held  in  honor  of  the  la¬ 
mented  Samuel  B.  Johnson,  Charles  H.  Jones,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Pleasants.  Eloquent  eulogies  were  delivered  by 
the  Revs.  Anderson  Davis,  Edward  H.  Forrest,  and  R. 
M.  Green.  The  bishop  ordained  as  deacons  Garfleld  A. 
Owens  and  James  Tinner.  Aaron  Williams  and ’Moses 
Malone  were  ordained  elders. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Howard  preached  the  Sunday 
night  sermon.  The  Committee  on  Resolutions  thanked 
the  Rev.  T.  C.  Frazier  and  his  good  wife,,  the  kind  and 
hospitable  people  of  Marion  for  the  splendid  entertain¬ 
ment  given  to  the  Conference.  The  Rev.  J.  Wesley  Man¬ 
ning,  on  behalf  of  the  Conference,  presented  Bishop  Clair 
a  handsome  brief  case  bearing  the  bishop’s  name  in  golden 
letters.  The  bishop  expressed  his  appreciation.  The 
Laymen’s  Association,  through  their  representative,  U. 

Froe,  presented  the  bishop  with  a  cash  donation  for 
emergency  work  in  Liberia. 


CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 

The  bishop  caUed  Question  39:  Where  are  the 
Preachers  Stationed?  He  then  led  the  Conference  in  a 
few  moments  of  consecration,  after  which  the  appoint¬ 
ments  were  read.  What  in  many  respects  was  the  most 
remarkable  session  of  the  East  Tennessee  Conference  be¬ 
came  a  matter  of  history. 

BLUEFIELD,  W.  VA. 

Annual  Meeting,  W.  F.  M.  S., 
Washington  Conference 

THROUGH  the  gates;  prepare  ye  the  way 
of  the  people;  cast  up  the  highway;  gather  up 
the  stones ;  lift  up  a  standard  for  the  people” 
(Isa.  62.  10).  With  these  words  burning  on  the  altar 
of  our  hearts  for  the  millions  bound  in  darkness  who  have 
never  heard  of  Christ,  the  seventh  annual  meeting  of 
the  Washington  Conference  Woman’s  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  convened 
at  Sharp  Street  Memorial  Church,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Sep¬ 
tember  9-11.  Miss  Martha  E.  Henson,  Conference  presi¬ 
dent,  presided  in  the  morning  session,  September  9.  De- 
votionals  were  led  by  Mrs.  A.  B.  Simms ;  prayer  by  Miss 
M.  Knight,  after  which  the  Rev.  Walter  English,  pastor, 
made  suitable  remarks.  A  most  hearty  welcome  was  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  members  of  the  annual  meeting  by  Mrs. 
Helen  J.  Muse,  president  of  the  entertaining  auxiliary 
of  the  North  Baltimore  District.  Miss  Mary  Knight 
responded  in  behalf  of  The  ^^oman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society. 

Mrs.  Pearl  D.  Smallwood  and  Miss  M.  Knight  were 
appointed  on  the  resolution  committee.  Mrs.  Fannie  D. 
Tyler,  Conference  secretary,  in  her  usual  brilliant  way 
rendered  her  annual  report,  showing  that  we  had  made 
marked  progress,  both  in  membership  and  money.  The 
district  secretaries’  reports  followed.  The  Rev.  A.  J. 
Mitchell  was  introduced  and  conducted  the  quiet  hour, 
and  delivered  some  very  helpful  information  from  John 
4.  4.  Miss  Lubie  P.  Hooper,  home  base  secretary,  was 
then  introduced  and  gave  a  most  interesting  talk  on  the 
great  need  of  the  work.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Boston  presided 
at  the  afternoon  session.  The  Conference  president.  Miss 
Martha  Henson,  was  presented  and  made  an  inspiring 
annual  address  that  touched  the  hearts  of  all.  The  school 
of  missions  was  held  in  the  lecture  room,  with  Mrs.  Cora 
Day,  Mrs.  E.  0.  Perkins,  Mrs.  Pearl  D.  Smallwood,  and 
Mrs.  Bertie  Coates,  teachers.  A  memorial  service  for 
those  who  had  left  our  ranks  was  held  at  the  evening  hour. 
After  this  service  Attorney  W.  T.  McGuinn  was  intro¬ 
duced  and  addressed  the  society ;  also  His  Honor  Mayor 
W.  F.  Broening,  who  brought  us  a  warm  welcome  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  city.  Dr.  A.  J.  Mitchell  presented  our  own 
Dr.  P.  O’Connell.  Mrs.  F.  D.  Tyler  introduced  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Colbert,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Both  made 
marvelous  addresses. 

On  the  second  day  holy  communion  was  administered 
by  the  Rev.  English,  assisted  by  the  Revs.  Love  and 
Dockett.  After  this  sacred  feast,  the  following  depart¬ 
ments  submitted  excellent  reports :  Stewardship,  Mrs.  E. 
Dockett;  hospital  supplies,  Mrs.  M.  Mitchell;  junior 
work,  Mrs^.  E.  O.  Perkins;  the  Annapolis  Junior  Aux¬ 
iliary  was  presented  with  $10  as  an  encouraging  reward 
for  last  year’s  work;  mite  boxes,  Mrs.  E.  Ogle;  young 
people’s  work,  Mrs.  P.  D.  Smallwood.  The  Conference 
treasurer,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Hollomand,  made  her  annual  re- 
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port,  which  showed  advancement  over  the  previous  year. 
Mrs.  F.  D.  Carroll,  Mrs.  M.  P.  Thomas,  the  Revs.  R.  W. 
Coates,  J.  C.  Carroll,  E.  A.  Love,  L.  A.  Carter,  the  R^v. 
Mrir  Carter,  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  Love  were  intiroduced,  and 
each  gave  five-minute  addresses  which  were  full  of  inspira¬ 
tion.  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Williams  gave  valuable  information 
concerning  our  own  retired  missionary,  Miss  Martha 
Drummer,  and  a  letter  of  greeting  was  ordered  sent  to 
Miss  Drummer  from  our  society.  Miss  M.  Thomas,  of 
the  Philippines,  was  introduced  and  made  brief  remarks. 
A  delightful  sight-seeing  trip  was  given  by  the  entertain¬ 
ing  auxilairy  in  the  afternoon  which  we  enjoyed  very 
much. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year:  Mrs.  P.  D.  Tyler,  Conference  secretary;  Miss 
M.  Henson,  Conference  president ;  Mrs.  C.  Day,  first  vice- 
president;  Miss  M.  Knight,  second  vice-president;  Mrs. 
E.  Boston,  third  vice-president;  Miss  M.  E.  Dorsey,  re¬ 
cording  and  corresponding  secretary ;  Mrs.  B.  B.  Hollo- 
mand,  treasurer;  Mrs.  P.  D.  Smallwood,  young  people’s 
work;  Mrs.  E.  O.  Perkins,  junior  work;  Mrs.  E.  Ogle, 
mite  boxes;  Mrs.  C.  Burrell,  Easter  offering;  Mrs.  E.  D. 
Fletcher,  extension ;  Mrs.  S.  Richardson,  Christmas  gifts ; 
Mrs.  E.  Dockett,  stewardship;  Mrs.  C.  Johnson,  period¬ 
icals;  Mrs.  A.  Woodland,  publicity. 

At  6  P.  M.  a  heritage  banquet  was  held.  On  Sunday 
the  Rev.  W.  English  preached  a  wonderful  missionary 
sermon.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Warner,  a  missionary  on  furlough 
from  India,  gave  an  interesting  address  on  his  work.  Dr. 
Ernest  Lynon  gave  a  splendid  address  at  the  children’s 
hour.  -For  the  evening  service  we  journeyed  to  Centen¬ 
nial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Briggs, 
pastor,  to  hold  our  closing  exercises.  Plans  for  the  year’s 
work  were  presented  by  the  entire  organization.  The 
newly  elected  officers  were  installed  with  impressive  cere¬ 
monies.  The  silver  loving  cup  was  awarded  to  the  aux¬ 
iliary  of  Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Wash¬ 
ington  D.  C.,  for  the  auxiliary  making  the  greatest  prog¬ 
ress  along  all  lines  for  the  year’s  work. 

We  cannot  find  words  to  express  the  most  delightful 
entertainment  given  the  members  of  the  annual  meeting 
by  the  entertaining  auxiliaries  at  Sharp  Street  Church, 
Ames,  and  Metropolitan.  Truly,  the  hearty  welcome  ex¬ 
tended  us  by  the  president  of  Sharp  Street  Auxiliary 
was  meant  in  deed  and  in  truth;  also  of  Ames  and  Met¬ 
ropolitan,  for  there  was  no  stone  left  unturned  to  make 
our  stay  while  with  th^m  one  long  to  be  remembered. 
Other  visitors  who  came  to  greet  us  were  the  Revs.  G. 
E.  Curry,  G.  G.  Grant,  Mrs.  G.  E.  Curry.  ' 

On  Sunday  night  the  seventh  annual  meeting  ad¬ 
journed  to  meet  in  the  first  executive  at  Asbury  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Baltimore,  Md.,  November  5, 
1927,  fully  determined  to  carry  out  our  slogan,  “Renew 
and  strengthen  on  every  line  until  1929.” — Mary  E.  Dor¬ 
sey,  Cor.  Secy. 

The  Rev.  F.  R.  Bridges  Has 

Passed 

By  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Giddens 

HE  Rev.  F.  R.  Bridges  was  bom  in  Coweta  County, 
near  Newntin,  Ga.,  about  fifty-seven  years  ago,  of 
good  Christian  parents,  members  of  Powell  Chapel. 
He  joined  the  Savannah  Conference  about  thirty-seven 
years  ago  and  served  the  following  appointments  faith¬ 


fully  and  w^th  credit:  Edwardsville,  Duluth,  East  At¬ 
lanta,  Hogansville,  Elberton,  Covington,  Griffin,  Cul- 
loden,  Warren  Ten^le,  LaGrange  (three  terms).  Way- 
cross  District  (six  years),  Gainesville,  in  the  Atlanta 
Conference;  Rome,  Rrst  Church;  Palen  and  Speedwell, 
in  Savannah ;  Brunswick,  and  Zebulon,  where  he  died  Oc¬ 
tober  8,  1927. 

The  Rev.  Bridges  retired  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Savannah  Conference  in  Waynesboro,  Ga.,  on  account 
of  ill  health;  but  when  his  health  improved,  he  was  as¬ 
signed  to  serve  the  Zebulon  charge  this  year.  Brother 
Bridges  attended  the  National  Grand  Lodge  in  Houston, 
Texas,  and  on  his  return  home  he  died  in  the  depot  in 
Fort  Valley,  Ga.,  fifty  miles  from  home,  with  a  stroke 
of  apoplexy.  His  death  was  a  great  shock  to  his  dear 
wife  and  adopted  daughter  and  to  the  Zebulon  charge, 
Savannah  and  Atlanta  Conferences,  which  he  had  served 
faithfully  for  thirty-seven  years. 

Brother  Bridges  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Smooth  Ashler  Grand  Lodge  of  York  Rite  Masons  of 
Georgia  and  the  National  Grand  Lodge  of  York  Rite 
Masons.  His  funeral  was  largely  attended  at  Fuller’s 
Chapel,  Zebulon,  Ga.,  at  11  A.  M.,  October  11.  The 
following  ministers  of  the  Savannah  Conference  were 
present  and  officiated  in  the  funeral  services:  the  Revs. 
J.  B.  Maddux,  district  superintendent;  T.  A.  South,  J. 
W.  Brown,  R.  R.  Oneal,  C.  W.  Prothro,  A.  L.  Smith, 
J.  H.  Pinkney,  E.  D.  Giddens,  and  the  Revs.  N.  J.  Crol- 
ley,  district  superintendent ;  P.  L.  Inman,  M.  M.  Alston, 
and  the  Rev.  Daniels,  of  the  Atlanta  Conference;  Grand 
Master  Harper,  of  Gainesville;  Dr.  Wright,  of  Gaines¬ 
ville;  Dr.  Wilkins,  of  Griffin;  J.  W.  Jackson,  of  La- 
Grange;  Mr.  Bell,  of  Millen,  and  others  from  Warren 
Chapel.  The  many  floral  offerings  from  the  various 
charges  he  had  pastured  were  beautiful.  Great  tributes 
were  paid  him  by  the  white  friends  of  Zebulon,  including 
the  editor  of  the  Pike  County  Journal.  The  remains  were 
taken  to  Covington  on  the  12th,  where  another  memorial 
service  was  held  in  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  was  buried  there  with  Masonic  honors. 

Editor  Brummitt  and  the  Critics 

( Continued  from  page  860 ) 

And  these  papers  reill  protest  as  long  as  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  elects  to  preserve  her  soul  from 
the  death  which  a  Christless  race  prejudice  inevitably 
brings. 

The  fine  subtle  distinction  some  minds  endeavor  to 
make  between  the  ethics  upholding  the  Eighteenth  and 
that  upholding  the  Fifteenth  Amendments  is  a  “man  of 
straw”  and  obviously  untenable.  Hair-splitting  moral¬ 
ity  indulged  in  to  keep  the  Negro  American  out  of  his 
rights  and  privileges  as  a  citizen  is  recoiling  in  the  white 
man’s  growing  suspicion  of  the  virtue  of  his  own  ethics. 
The  South’s  unrestricted  and  unchallenged  nullification 
of  the  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Amendments  is  the  one 
growing  cancer  at  the  heart  of  the  nation  that  has  dis¬ 
eased  the  entire  moral  fiber  of  this  nation,  even  affecting 
the  vitality  of  the  nation’s  religion.  Until  this  is  cor¬ 
rected  it  will  be  increasingly  difficult  to  mobilize  the 
moral  strength  of  the  nation  for  concerted  action  against 
any  menacing  political  or  social  evil  of  our  times.  Till 
then  do  we  look  with  disappointment  for  the  application 
of  rugged  morality  ns  the  basis  of  procedure  in  attack¬ 
ing  any  of  the  nation’s  problems. 
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The  New  Plant  of  The  Methodist  Book  Concern,  Dobbs  Ferry,  New  York 

Dedication  of  the 
New  Book  Concern  Plant 


^  Book  ConcVrT  H«i  A  building,  and  in  the  power  house  Concern,  and  that  last  year  it  bound  over 

preac£°lt^r='^Sn£eri^^^^^^^^^  ?5t«7rs;fare®£t  2,400,000  hooks. 

Church,  New  York,  its  newest  and  finest  Bishop  Wilson  prepared  a  special  service 

Stereopticon  Lectures 


in  age  and  feebleness  shall  share  its  mate¬ 
rial  gain.” 

The  services  came  to  a  dose  wltti  the  pro¬ 
nouncement  of  the  benediction  by  Dr.  R:  E. 
Wilson,  pastor  of  Summei4dd  Church  at 
Dobbs  Perry. 

The  new  plant  is  a  substantial  structure 
of  steel  and  concrete,  and  there  is  probably 
no  better  planned  nor  more  completely 
equipped  manufactory  in  the  country  for  do¬ 
ing  the  particular  kind  of  work  tor  which 
it  is  organised.  It  is  modern  in  e\ery  re- 
8]>ect  aqd  detail,  and  whUe  the  equipment 
of  the  plant  calls  for  the  highest  measure 
of  quality  and  effidency,  due  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  interests  of  the  over  800 
employees.  It  may  be  worth  noting  in  this 
connection  that  the  original  capital  of  the 
Book  Concern,  which  was  in  17M  a  loan  of 
$600  from  John  Dickins,  has  grown  amas- 
ingly,  the  assets  of  the  Book  Concern  being, 
on  December  81,  1926,  $8,lll,964.28i  that  in 
the  188  years  of  its  history  the  Book  Con¬ 
cern  has  contributed  to  the  support  of  our 
retired  ministers  and  other  “Conference 
Claimants”  a  total  of  $7,464,906;  that  at  the 
present  time  there  are  over  1,100  employees 
on  the  Book  Concern  staff;  tLit  tiie  l>nnu»^ 
payroU  is  over  $1,100,000;  that  over  a  bU- 
lion  pages  of  Sunday-school  literature  are 
distributed  annually  by  The  Methodist  Book 
Concern,  and  that  last  year  it  bound  over 
2,400,000  books. 


Hudson  River.  The  exercises  occurred  on 

October  18,  in  the  office  area  of  the  new  which  acknowfedgiienrw;s"made''thar‘^t  is 
inclement  weather  conditions  mak-  flitting  that  in  the  ceremony  of  this  hour  we 
ing  the  propo^d  out-of-doors  celebration  devoutly  recognize  the  jrood  providence  of 
impracticable.  The  larp  assembly  was  made  God  as  seen  in  the  development  of  both  the 

of  the  church,  art  and  science  of  printing;  in  the  peculiar 
members  of  the  Book  Committee,  visiting  guidance  bv  which  this  entpmrtBA  nf  ti,» 
friends  „d  the  egplg^s  the  Book  Con-  l,„„h  hn,  Jlrospered,  In  rf 

at  New  YoA^wS'the  nreSSn^^^^^^  Purpose,  plan,  and  expectation  with  which 
tk-T presiding  officer.  we  look  forward  to  years  of  still  wider  en- 
was  announced  by  Dr.  Hough  deavor  and  achievement.”  And  so  the  snlen- 
trict*  **Th*f*^t^!!ii^**^***  of.  New.  York  I^-,.did  structure  was  .reverently  dedicated  ^‘.‘f  or 
lesson  was  read  by  Dr.  the  spread  of  wholesome  literature  the  ex- 
.  .  Grant  Markham,  publishing  agent  at  Chi-  tension  of  sound  learning,  the  increase  of 

I  “f  prayer  was  offered  by  Dr.  George  reverent  faith,”  that  “in  fevotion  to  a  com- 

^  P^***’®*!*"?  ®8®"t  at  Cincinnati,  mon  task  the  bonds  of  mutual  regard  sh™l 

Renos^u  on"Te  tlhf  introduced,  be  strengthened  and  true  brothXod  pro 

cXrcXdV“£.:.r  .arbe"sr 

p;iS  i^rnicr/'p  Ur’S » " ">  *'■»” 

vestibule  of  the  new  building,  at  the  right 
of  the  entrance.  The  box  is  covered  with  a 
bronze  plaque,  on  whicli  appear  the  dates 
1926-2026,  and  the  familiar  colophon  of  The 
Methodist  Book  Concern.  It  is  proposed  to 
have  the  Century  Box  in  position  for  a  cen¬ 
tury,  at  which  time  the  tlien  officials  of  the 
Book  Concern  may  have  a  ceremony  of  re¬ 
membrance  and  expose  the  contents  of  the 
copper  box  to  the  gaze  of  the  curious. 

It  is  of  interest  to  detail  the  items  now 
reposing  in  this  box.  Dr.  William  F.  Con¬ 
ner,  chairman  of  the  Book  Committee,  read 
a  message  which  was  deposited  in  the  box, 
addressed  to  those  having  the  direction  of 
the  publishing  interests  of  the  church  a  hun¬ 
dred  years  hence.  Then  Dr.  David  G.  Dow¬ 
ney,  book  editor,  offered  a  copy  of  Stanley 
Jones’  book,  “The  Christ  of  the  Indian 
Road,”  which  was  the  first  book  produced 
at  the  Dobbs  Ferry  plant.  Dr.  George  El- 
presented  a  copy  of  tlie  current  number 
of  The  Methodist  Review,  and  Dr.  James  R. 

Joy  offered  a  centennial  number  of  The 
Christian  Advocate,  and  in  the  absence  of 
Dr.  Heny  H.  Meyer,  the  first  sheets  of  the 
Graded  Lessons  printed  at  the  new  plant 
were  tendered  by  the  Rev.  E.  Leigh  Mudge 
for  inclusion  in  the  box.  Besides  these  items 
there  were  the  Bible,  the  Methodist  Hymnal, 
the  Discipline,  and  other  documents  of  in- 
terest  to  Methodists  of  to-day  that  will  also 
deeper  interest  to  the  Methodists  of 
J026  who  open  the  Century  Box. 

I  Til®  building  was  presented  to  Bishop 
Guther  B.  Wilson  for  formal  dedication  by 
Mr.  Frank  A.  Horne,  chairman  of  the  build- 
“S  ®°“°d^®®-  He  stated  that  the  land  upon 
Which  the  plant  stands  comprises  a  total  of 
o;^r  ten  acres;  the  cost  of  the  land  w»s 
5e06,000,  and  the  cost  of  the  buildings  and 

property  was  $1,068,726,  Main  Entrance  to  the  New  Plant  < 

making  a  total  outlay  for  the  investment  of  Dobbs  Ferr 


tension  of  sound  learning,  the  increase  of 
reverent  faith,”  that  “in  devotion  to  a  com¬ 
mon  task  the  bonds  of  mutual  regard  shall 
be  strengthened  and  true  brotherhood  pro¬ 
moted”;  that  “by  Thy  favor  granted  this 
publishing  house,  there  shall  be  given  sub¬ 
stantial  comfort  to  those  Thy  servants,  who 


The  executive  committee  of  the  World 
Service  Commission  has  voted  to  return  to  Its 
former  policy  of  distributing  its  stereopticon 
lectures  to  our  Methodist  churches  without 
rental  charge  and  without  solicitation  of 
“volmtary”  contributions.  The  churches  will 
continue  to  pay  return  transportation  charges. 

This  action  was  based  upon  flie  conviction 
that  these  lectures  are  of  very  great  value  in 
telling  the  story  of  World  Service,  and  that 
every  encouragement  should  be  given  to  our 

pastors  increasingly -to. use. them. 

New  sets  are  constantly  being  added  to 
those  now  in  our  distributing  offices.  We  are 
anxious  that  our  people  avail  themselves  of 
the  use  of  these,  the  finest  stereopticon  slide 
sets  being  distributed  in  this  country. 

If  you  do  not  have  a  catalogue,  send  to  the 
Stereopticon  Department,  740  Rush  Street. 
Chicago,  Ill. 


Main  Entrance  to  the  New  Plant  of  The  Methodist  Book  Concern, 

Dobbs  Ferry,  N.  Y. 
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Missionary  Interpretation 

LcaSOlf  FOB  SXTITDAT,  NOTKMBEB  18,  1927 
"What  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idoUt” 
(By  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  northern  tribes  had  gone  far  into  sin. 
They  had  forgotten  the  God  of  Israel  and 
sacrificed  to  Baalim,  and  worshiped  graven 
images.  Hosea  means  salvation,  and  the 
prophet  of  that  name  tried  to  bring  his  peo¬ 
ple  out  of  the  gross  sins  of  idolatry  back  to 
the  true  God.  He  was  unlike  Amos  in  that 
he  was  the  prophet  not  so  much  of  law  as 
of  love. 

There  is  a  hiunanness  about  Hosea  that 
is  characteristic  of  the  missionary.  There  is 
a  universal  oneness  to  humanity  that  brings 
us  near  each  other.  The  lesson  speaks  of  the 
cords  of  a  man,  the  tenderness  with  which 
God  regards  us,  and  the  tenderness  with 
which  we  should  regard  each  other.  Such  was 
the  love  Jesus  manifested  towards  Jerusalem 
just  before  His  suffering  at  the  hands  of  its 
people.  Such  was  the  spirit  of  John  Wil¬ 
liams,  who  became  a  martyr  to  the  people 
of  Erromanga  when  trying  to  carry  the  gos¬ 
pel  to  them.  His  cause,  like  that  of  his 
Master,  won,  though  his  own  life  was  sacri¬ 
ficed. 

No  people  can  know  God  and  worship 
idols.  God  has  nothing  to  do  with  idols  ex¬ 
cept  to  separate  His  people  from  them.  The 
saddest  thing  that  could  ibe  said  of  Ephraim 
or  any  of  the  tribes  of  Israel  was  that  they 
were  joined  to  their  idols.  The  work  of  the 
missionary  is  to  make  God  known  to  idol 
worshipers  so  that  they  will  forsake  their 
idols  and  turn  to  God.  In  India  alone  there 
are  more  than  300,000,000  idols,  or  about  as 
many  gods  as  people.  This  in  part  accounts 
for  the  persisting  of  the  caste  system.  If 
they  all  anew  Him  in  a  common  faith,  the 
caste  idea  could  not  long  survive. 

There  are  idol  worshipers  in  this  and  every 
land,  and  God  asks  through  His  prophet 
Hosea,  “What  have  .1  to  do  any  more  with 
idols?”  Such  idols  as  gold,  or  other  material 
wealth,  or  idols  of  vanity  in  beauty  or  fame. 
If  we  worship  any  of  these  things  God  has 
no  part  with  us.  We  need  missionaries  in 
every  land  and  at  home  to  show  the  sin  of 
idolatry,  and  to  make  known  the  true  and 
living  God.  More  of  the  Amos  type  who  will 
show  the  people  their  sins,  and  more  of  the 
Hosea  type  who  will  draw  men  to  God. 

OAMHON  SEMIlfAmT. 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Fanner 
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I  Btant  exercise  of  the  whole  life  in  righteous-  ate  resolution.”  The  Unnamed  Wayfarer  be- 
ness  brings  an  awareness  of  spiritual  values,  comes  aware  of  his  Christ  when  he  follows  } 
keener  than  eyesight,  swifter  than  formal  rea-  the  Master’s  path  and  shares  His  work.—  I  RARV 
soning,  and  more  instantaneous  than  deliber-  Epworth  League  Quarterly.  f  • 


Louisiana  Conference 
Appointments 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
S.  S.  Eabtes,  Dittrict  Superintendent 
2076  Mason  Street,  Alexandria,  La. 
Alexandria:  Newman,  A.  W.  M.  Obee;  Wil¬ 
ton,  R.  H.  White;  St.  Paul,  W.  L.  Dyas. 
Ajax,  to  be  supplied.  Boonville,  J.  A.  Lind¬ 
say.  Bayou  Sea,  to  be  supplied.  Boyce  and 
Villas,  Garfield  Robinson.  Boyce  and 
Rapides,  D.  L.  Davidson.  Bunkie,  W.  J.  M. 
Price.  Cane  River  circuit,  W.  A.  Tyus. 
Campti,  S.  M.  Garner.  Colfax,  to  be  sup¬ 
plied.  Cottonport,  J.  C.  Clark.  Cheneyvilfe, 
Hudson  Lewis.  Many  circuit,  Z.  Smalley. 
Lecompte,  J.  C.  Williams.  Marthaville,  I.  C. 
Daugherty.  Natchitoches,  J.  O.  Brown.  New¬ 
ton,  to  be  supplied.  Pineville,  E.  S.  Johnson. 
Pleasanthill,  M.  C.  Harrison.  Powhattan,  to 
be  supplied.  Shady  Grove  circuit,  William 
Jarrell.  South  Mansfield  and  Trenton,  F.  R. 
Butler.  Robeline,  Wm.  Emmett. 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 
B.  J.  Reddix,  Dittrict  Superintendent 
347  Liberty  Street,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
Asbury,  C.  Jenkins  (supply).  Batchelor, 
H.  J.  Robinson.  Baton  Rouge:  Neely,  W. 
M.  Harrell;  St.  Mark’s,  M.  R.  Walker;  Wes¬ 
ley,  J.  A.  Williams.  Baker  and  Jordan,  J. 
S.  Dixon.  Conrad  and  Jones  Creek,  to  be 
supplied.  Clinton,  W.  H.  Davis.  Deerford 
and  Highland,  T.  H.  Sampson  (supply). 
Denham  Springs  and  St.  Luke,  John  McCul- 
lum.  Dutchtown  and  Pra(rieville,  J.  A.  Vin¬ 
cent.  Independence,  James  Donehue  (sup¬ 
ply).  Jackson  and  Vincent,  to  be  supplied. 
kL^tsworth  and  Island,  D.  A.  Landry;  Lob- 
ydell  and  Winter,  John  Wise.  Lottie  and 
Blanks,  J.  H.  Thompson.  Macedonia  and 
Pine  Grove,  J.  D.  McCory  (supply).  Mason, 
to  be  supplied.  Mt.  Carmel,  A.  P.  Robinson. 
Maringouin,  Peter  Wright  (supply).  Mel¬ 
ville,  L.  C.  Thomas.  Natalbany,  Robert 
Kelly  (supply).  New  Roads  and  Morganza, 

J.  D.  H.  Frazier.  Oak  Grove,  to  be  sup¬ 
plied.  Port  Allen,  D.  S.  Sloan.  Scotland- 
ville,  to  be  supplied.  Springfield,  to  be  sup¬ 
plied.  St.  Paul  (Clinton),  Clinton  Green. 
St.  Peter,  G.  W.  Sanford.  Stoney  Point,  to 
be  supplied.  Wilson  and  Norwood,  Anthony 
Taylor.  Wesley,  R.  B.  Sanford.  Zachary 
and  Albert,  John  Wise. 

LA  TECHE  DISTRICT 
.  H.  Dakiels,  Dittrict  Superintendent 
New  Orleans,  La. 

Baldwin,  A.  B.  Harris.  Bayou  Goula,  Jeff 
Welton  (supply),  Beattieville,  A.  M.  Tay¬ 
lor.  Camp  Parapet,  S.  J.  Jackson.  Center¬ 
ville,  Hartzell  Mitchell.  Crawford,  J.  D. 
Wilson.  Donaldsonville  and  Darrow,  O.  C. 
Daigle.  Franklin,  W.  H.  Lang.  Godman, 

F.  W.  Thomas.  Houma,  J.  L.  Kirvin.  Hahn- 
ville,  E.  J.  Harrison.  Lutcher,  H.  R.  Ber¬ 
nard.  Rosedale  circuit,  A.  C.  Mitchell.  Mor¬ 
gan  City,  R.  A.  Walmsley.  Napoleonviile, 
Arthur  Robinson.  Plaquemine  Parish,  R.  J. 
Johnson.  St.  Peter,  T.  P.  Norris.  Schriever, 

A.  H.  Johnson.  Thibodaux,  J.  O.  Richards. 
Viron,  D.  L.  Riley.  Woodlawn,  Jarrett 
Green.  Whitehall,  Peter  Leban. 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
W.  J.  Hamptok,  Dittrict  Superintendent 
Opelousas,  La. 

Briggs,  W.  S.  Robinson  (supply).  Crow- 
ley,  N,  L.  Baptiste.  Eola,  Frank  Aldridge  * 
(supply).  Jeanerette,  T.  B.  Cooper.  Lake  ' 
Arthur,  P.  M.  Jones.  Lafayette,  T.  J. 
Brldgett.  Lake  Charles,  J.  E.  Rolax.  Lees-  < 
^le,  J.  C.  Coleman.  New  Iberia,  W.  H.  ’ 
Jones.  Oakdale  and  Glenmore,  I,  H.  Lodge.  ( 
Olmus  circuit,  H.  L.  Clark.  Opelousas,  T.  A.  1 
Bailey.  Patoutville,  to  be  supplied.  St.  ] 


Martinville,  W.  M.  Caldwell.  Springcreek, 
R.  F.  Long.  Teche,  to  be  supplied.  Wash¬ 
ington,  J.  D.  McCain.  Waxia,  J.  W.  John¬ 
son.  Welch,  T.  H.  Hayes. 

MONROE  DISTRICT 
C.  Spears,  Dittrict  Superintendent 
Box  468,  Monroe,  La. 

Bastrop  and  Anderson,  J.  L.  Jackson. 
Bonita  and  Gallion,  S.  M.  G.  Taylor.  Fair¬ 
banks,  R.  A.  Taylor.  Lake  Providence, 
Richmond  Brown.  Monroe:  St.  James, 
Arthur  Booker;  St.  Paul,  B.  R.  Jackson.  Mt. 
Nebo,  W.  R.  London.  Mt.  Sinai  and  Beulah, 
R.  E.  White.  Washington,  Silas  Robinson. 
Clayton  and  Ferriday,  to  be  supplied.' 

R.  A.  Taylor,  District  Evangelist. 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
J.  D.  David,  Dittrict  Superintendent 
New  Orleans,  La. 

Asbury,  D.  G.  Taylor.  Angie,  to  be  sup¬ 
plied.  Bogalusa,  J.  E.  Brown.  Franklin- 
ton,  E.  C.  Goins.  Mandeville,  to  be  supplied. 
New  Orleans:  First  Street,  C.  S.  Stanley; 
Grace,  G.  C.  Hayward;  Gretna,  T.  R.  Albert; 
Haven,  J.  B.  Johnson;  Hartzell,  W.  D.  Mar¬ 
tin;  Mallalieu,  C.  W.  Reeves;  Mt.  Zion,  F. 
W.  Brown;  Peck,  Chas.  Anderson;  Philip’s 
Memorial,  T.  R.  Wallace;  People’s,  W.  T. 
Handy;  St.  Matthew,  Allen  Robinson;  St. 
Philip,  to  be  supplied;  Scott  Chinn,  H.  B.  F. 
Charles;  Thompson,  T.  R.  W.  Harris;  Trin¬ 
ity,  W.  G.  Alston;  Wesley,  W.  Scott  Chinn; 
Williams,  J.  W.  Turner.  Slidell,  Isaiah 
Catherine. 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
J.  C.  Calvik,  Dittrict  Superintendent 
Shreveport,  La. 

Asbury,  A.  C.  Cruel.  Bayou  Lachute,  W. 
A.  Hilton.  Belcher,  I.  B.  Henderson.  Bon- 
chest,  John  McKee.  Curtis,  S.  A.  Robin. 


BABY  IS  WALKING! 

I  This  is  a  real  event  in  the  home. 

[  How  delightedly  each  member  of 
/  the  family  watc^  the  baby’s  first 
1  tottering  steps.  Every  attempt  is 
1  made  to  guide  the  little  feet  and 
I  help  them  to  become  stronger. 

I  HRST  STEPS 

I  IN  CHRISTIAN  NURTURE 

I  will  help  parents  to  guide  the 
j  feet  of  their  little  ones  into 
1  the  path  of  Christian  child- 
1  hood.  That  is  the  unique 
I  mission  of  this  magazine. 

\  If  you  have  felt  somewhat  at  a 
\  loss  just  how  to  teach  religion 
I  to  your  tiny  tots,  send  for  a 
(  free  sample  copy  of  First  Steps. 

•  A  single  subscription  costs  but 

I  6o  cents  a  year.  In  clubs,  to 

(  one  address,  the  price  is  50  cents 

I  a  year.  Address 

I  The  Methodist  Book  Gincern 

\  aNCINNA-n  NEW  TORK 

[  CUciso  BmIm  DtIraU  PUtabivfh 
1  Kiaus  Glj  San  Frandacn  PnrtbnA  On. 


Dixie,  to  be  supplied.  Grand  Bayou,  C.  C. 
Smith.  Grand  C^ne,  to  be  supplied.  Keith- 
ville,  F.  J.  Thomas.  Lake  En^  to  be  sup¬ 
plied.  Logansport,  O.  J.  Harvey.  Long- 
street,  Ephraim  Freeman.  Mansfield,  M.  L* 
Baldwin.  New  Light,  A.  B.  Venable. 
Shreveport:  Daniel,  H.  W.  Gray;  Fairfield, 
T.  A.  Hampton;  Jewella,  L.  L.  Green;  John¬ 
son,  C.  Johnson;  St.  James,  H.  J.  WiUiams; 
St.  Paul,  J.  W.  Wells.  Thomas,  I.  E.  Bad- 
die.  Vanceville,  to  be  supplied. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

McMinnville,  Tenn.— Finger’s  Chapel:  We 
have  just  closed  one  of  the  best  revivals  wit¬ 
nessed  in  many  years,  which  was  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Holden,  who  preached 
to  the  delight  of  all  who  heard  him.  Two 
persons  were  converted,  and  one  was  received 
into  the  church.  We  feel  that  by  the  help  of 
our  beloved  pastor  our  church  will  come  to 
the  front  and  be  re-established. — Mary  E. 
Durham,  Reporter. 

Marion,  N.  C.— On  August  21,  Addies 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  con¬ 
ducted  a  rally,  the  men  against  the  women. 
At  11  A.  M.  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Shuford  preached 
a  great  sermon  from  Hebrews  11.  26.  At  8 
P.  M.  the  Rev.  P.  F.  Johnson,  pastor  of  Old 
Fort  and  Glades,  preached  an  able  sermon. 
The  choir  rendered  splendid  music.  At  8 
P.  M.  our  pastor  was  at  his  best  and  preached 
a  great  sermon.  At  the  close  of  the  day, 
$280.06  was  raised. — Reporter. 

Detoto,  Mitt. — Our  revival  at  St.  John 
Church  began  the  second  Simday  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  The  Revs.  W.  R.  Walker  ani  G.  H. 
Arnold  were  present  on  Sunday.  The  Rev. 
G.  H.  Hawkins  was  with  us  during  the  entire 
week.  Twelve  souls  were  added  to  the  churdi, 
and  the  collection  amounted  to  $96.81. — Rev. 
R.  House,  Pastor;  Willie  Mae  Hough,  Re¬ 
porter. 


Altamaha,  Oa. — Ebenezer  Church,  of  the 
Reidsville  charge,  held  its  fifty-fourth  anni¬ 
versary,  with  the  Rev.  P.  W.  Rock  as  pastor. 
Raised  that  day  a  total  of  $70.  At  Ode 
Grove,  on  the  same  charge,  $24  was  raised; 
Roberts  Chapel,  $10,  making  a  grand  total 
of  $104.  We  were  very  much  pleased  to- 
have  with  us  Brother  A.  E.  Stripling,  who- 
delivered  a  noble  lecture  on  “Leadership.”" 
It  has  greatly  inspired  our  people  to  great 
activity.— Estella  Mobley,  Reporter. 

Victoria,  Mitt.— Onr  pastor,  the  Rev.  J. 
W.  Jones,  preached  two  very  interesting  ser¬ 
mons  at  Taylor  Chapel  on  the  Holly  Springs 
circuit,  October  9.  Four  persons  joined  the 
church  at  the  morning  service.  Collections, 
were  as  follows:  Group  No.  1,  Mrs.  PearT 
Taylor,  leader,  $19.60;  No.  2,  Mrs.  Fannie 
Taylor,  leader,  $32.96;  No.  8,  H.  A.  Epps, 
leader,  $34;  No.  4,  J.  E.  Taylor,  leader,  $48.60; 
Special  report:  Miss  Maggie  Taylor,  $2.90 r 
Miss  N.  V.  Taylor,  $4.40;  Miss  Mayfield  Tay¬ 
lor,  $12.60;  total  for  the  day,  $171.— Miss 
Mayfield  Taylor,  Reporter. 

Carlot,  Mitt. — Sunday,  September  H,  was 
a  high  day  at  Pilgrim  Rest  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  the  beginning  of  our  revival. 
The  spiritual  tide  ran  high,  and  remained" 
with  us  during  the  entire  week.  Our  pastor; 
the  Rev.  J.  W.  Moulton,  had  other  strong 
ministers  to  assist  him,  and  before  the  close 
of  the  meeting  we  were  graced  with  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Smoot,  of  the  Meridian 
circuit.  He  preached  two  strong  sermons.. 
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We  were  proud  to  have  the  Rev.  Smoot  with 
lu,  and  trust  he  will  come  again.  Man^  came 
forward  for  prayer.  Raised  during  the  re¬ 
vival,  $60. — Reporter. 

Ehrkardt,  8.  C. — ^Tbe  Rev.  L.  S.  Selmore 
has  been  appointed  to  the  principalship  ot  the 
Oak  Grove  graded  school,  with  Mrs.  Selmore 
as  first  assistant.  This  school  being  supported 
by  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  is  managed 
hy  a  board  of  white  trustees,  who  see  in  the 
Rev.  Selmore  what  they  have  long  wanted 
to  see  in  the  ministers  of  our  church.  The 
.  Rev.  Selmore  bolds  a  first-grade  certificate, 
issued  according  to  the  laws  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina;  Mrs.  Selmore  holds  a  second  grade  cer¬ 
tificate.  This  is  truly  a  step  towards  advance¬ 
ment  for  our  church.  As  we  enter  the  min¬ 
istry,  we  should  first  go  by  Claflin  Univer¬ 
sity. — Jas.  Mills,  Reporter. 

Kirby,  Mu$. — successful  revival  meeting 
was  hdd  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  on  the  first  Sunday  in  August.  The 
Rev.  A.  L.  McFall,  pastor,  preach^  a  g;reat 
sermon,  and  the  pastor  of  Larmon,  Miss.,  de¬ 
livered  a  fine  sermon  in  the  afternoon.  We 
«lso  had  with  us  during  the  revival  the  Rev. 
A.  G.  Crump,  of  Union  Church,  and  the  Rev. 
A.  J.  Knighton,  of  Bude,  Miss.  On  the  day 
'before  the  meeting  closed,  the  Rev.  C.  Nelson, 
of  Centerville,  and  the  Rev.  Foster,  of  Glos- 
ter,  were  with,  us,  and  rendered  valuable  serv¬ 
ice.  Eight  souls  were  added  to  the  church. 
■Collection  amounted  to  $27.60.  May  God  bless 
4he  good  people  of  St.  Paul. — Mrs.  Lissie 
*0.  Mason,  Reporter. 

Cold  Spring,  Ky. — A  most  delightful  sur- 

?rise  was  given  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  M.  A. 

eters  prior  to  their  departure  for  their 
home  at  Marion,  Ind.,  by  the  young  people  of 
Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday  school. 
They  were  presented  with  a  beautiful  water 
set.  The  evening  was  enjoyed  by  Misses 
Velma  and  Margaret  Brown,  Edna  and 
Norma  Schwitser,  Margaret  and  Edna  Freed- 
hoff,  Emma  Schultz,  Wm.  Weber,  Ralph  and 
Paid  Schrultes,  Douglas  Freedhoff,  Albert 
Schultz,  Edward  Freedhoff,  Gymey  Baker, 
Robert  Bersch,  Edward  Boden,  Mrs.  J. 
Bersch,  Mrs.  G.  Lynch,  Mrs.  P.  Bersch,  and 
Mrs.  Carl  Bersch.  Refreshments  were  en¬ 
joyed  by  aU. — Reporter. 

BUoxi,  Mitt. — We  have  just  closed  a  great 
meeting  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  Rev.  J.  L.  Henry  and  brothers 
conducted  the  meeting.  The  attendance  was 
said  to  be  the  largest  of  any  meeting  ever 
held  in  this  town  by  our  group.  There  were 
more  than  600  people  every  night  in  attend¬ 
ance.  The  boys,  with  their  diarming  way 
of  preaching,  held  the  congregation  spellbound 
throughout  the  meeting.  Conversions  and  ac- 
'cessions,  twenty-six;  sixteen  joined  St.  Paid, 
and  ten  went  to  the  different  Baptist  churches. 
Collection  during  the  meeting  was  $226.  Our 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  P.  H.  Rembert,  has  put 
St.  Paul  on  the  map  in  Biloxi,  and  we  are 
proud  of  him.  One  yearly  subscription  was 
taken  for  the  Southwestern. — Reporter. 

Shuqualak,  Hits. — We  have  just  closed  a 
great  revival  at  the  St.  Peter  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  with  seventeen  converts  and 
fourteen  accessions  to  the  church.  Our  church 
was  greatly  revived  under  the  wise  leader¬ 
ship  of  our  pastor,  who  knows  how  to  con¬ 
duct  a  revival.  The  Revs.  Colmease  and 
Griggs,  ministers  of  the  Baptist  Church,  ren¬ 
dered  valuable  assistance,  for  which  we  thank 
them.  The  Rev.  Rice  gave  us  one  sermon. 
Truly,  we  had  the  best  meeting  we  have  had 
for  several  years.  We  are  now  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  the  Annual  Conference,  at  which  time 
we  hope  to  go  over  the  top  along  all  lines. 
Under  the  leadership  of  our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
W.  C.  Hilliard,  who  is  looking  into  every  in¬ 
terest  of  the  church,  much  has  been  accom¬ 
plished. — Willis  Dew,  Reporter. 

San  Antonio,  Temiu. — Jones  Chapel  Meth- 
'odist  Episcopal  Church,  Kenwood  Addition: 
We  have  just  closed  the  most  successful  re¬ 
vival  ever  held  in  Kenwood.  For  fourteen 
nights  we  have  been  on  the  mountain  top. 
JBach  night  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Hardemon  carried 


us  higher  and  higher,  until  the  last  night  of 
the  meeting,  lltere  were  thirteen  conver¬ 
sions  and  accessions  to  the  church.  All  the 
persqns  connected  themselves  with  Jones 
Chapel.  The  church  is  greatly  encouraged 
and  revived.  God  is  stUl  in  the  business  of 
saving  men.  A  new  class  was  added  to  the 
churi^.  Pray  for  our  success.  Oh,  that  a 
great  wave  of  evangelism  may  sweep  over 
Methodism  as  it  has  swept  over  our  commu¬ 
nity  for  the  past  three  weeks! — C.  E.  Whlt- 
iker.  Pastor;  Mrs.  L.  Thomas,  Reporter. 

Bockyford,  Oa. — A  ten  virgins  rally  was 
conduct^  at  Horse  Creek  church  on  the 
second  Sunday  in  September.  The  pastor  se¬ 
lected  his  text  from  2  Timothy.  The  sermon 
was  full  of  power.  The  reports  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  No.  1,  Sister  E.  Pierce,  Brother  L.  Par¬ 
ker,  $13.86;  No.  2,  Sister  M.  L.  Lovett, 
Brother  M.  Pierce,  ^3.26;  No.  8,  Sister  Mag¬ 
gie  Parker,  B.  L  Lanier,  $21;  No.  4,  Sister 
Anna  Berian,  W.  T.  Lovett,  $22;  No.  6, 
Sister  R.  Lawton,  H.  P.  Miller,  $20;  No.  7, 
Sister  E.  Moore,  P.  A.  Johnson,  $7.86;  No. 
8,  Sister  D.  Scroggins,  H.  K.  Roberts,  $13; 
No.  9,  Sister  R.  Johnson,  H.  J.  Jones,  $12; 
No.  10,  Sister  H.  McCall,  M.  Lawton,  $10.06; 
grand  total,  $166.  These  same  active  work¬ 
ers  are  now  working  on  World  Service  and 
trustee  claims.  We  hope  to  go  over  the  top 
in  all  of  our  claims.  We  are  now  in  advance 
of  last  year.  A  prize  was  offered  to  the 
one  raising  the  highest  amount.  Sister  Mamie 
Lovett  was  the  winner. — Rev.  J.  B.  Simpkins, 
Pastor;  W.  T.  Lovett,  Reporter. 

Aberdeen, Miss. — Aberdeen,  Second  Church: 
Sunday,  October  9,  was  a  higli  day  at  Mt. 
Zion.  The  rally  that  had  been  planned  by 
our  beloved  pastor  and  his  people,  was  con¬ 
ducted  on  that  day.  The  men’s  service  was 
held  before  noon,  and  the  women’s  service 
was  held  in  the  afternoon.  The  welcome  ad¬ 
dress  on  behalf  of  the  men  was  delivered  by 
Mr.  J,  H.  Buchannon,  with  response  by  Mr. 

H.  E.  Payton,  of  Kentucky.  The  welcome 
address  for  the  ladies  was  delivered  by  Mrs. 

I.  B.  Johnson,  with  response  by  Miss  Mag¬ 
gie  Parish,  followed  by  a  duet  by  the  Misses 
Rogers.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Rogers, 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon.  The  Rev. 
D.  S.  Maxton,  popular  pastor  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  brought  us  a 
burning  message  at  3.30  P.  M.  Each  mem¬ 
ber  was  asked  to  give  one  dollar  in  the  rally. 
The  pastor  appointed  nine  leaders  among  the 
ladies.  The  men  raised  in  their  collection 
$13.26;  the  ladies  raised  $31.  The  leaders  re¬ 
ported  as  follows:  Sisters  M.  S.  Davis,  $16.66; 
M.  G.' Frank,  76  cents;  C.  D.  Davis,  $1.39; 
M.  G.  Whitfield,  $1.60;  E.  S.  Hughes,  $1.21; 
M.  G.  Hatcher,  $1.64;  R.  B.  Moore,  $4;  E. 
L.  Blanchard,  $2.60;  A.  C.  Buchannon,  $2; 
S.  O.  Hatch,  $8.79;  total  raised  by  the  lead¬ 
ers,  $39.13;  grand  total  raised  by  the  ladies, 
$70.13;  total  raised  for  the  day,  $88.38. 
We  do  not  know  how  to  thank  the  bishop  and 


im 

his  cabinet  for  such  a  wide-awake  pastoral 
Among  the  visitors  present  were  the  Rev.  N.^P 
H.  Cooperwood,  the  Rev.  Cannady,^  of  the 
Baptist  Church;  Brother  Jolly  Brown,  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
pastor  was  paid  in  full. — Miss  S.  O.  Hatch, 
Reporter. 

Beaufort,  8.  G. — Wesley  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  on  the  corner  of  West  and 
Prince  Streets,  has  been  distinguished  by  the 
recent  renovation.  The  vestry  and  choir  now 
occupy  the  platform  with  the  minister,  with 
the  exception  that  the  choir  is  elevated  one 
foot  above  the  minister.  The  altar  is  so 
arranged  that  communicants  may  take  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  in  unison  by  the  way  of  self- 
service  after  consecration.  The  overhead 
curved  arched  light  is  a  thing  of  beauty. 
Skilled  workmen,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
pastor,  have  given  the  Methodists  in  Beau¬ 
fort  a  church  edifice  that  we  need  not  be 
ashamed  of.  Dr.  L.  M.  Dunton  and  the  pas¬ 
tor  have  arranged  a  meeting  preceding  the 
Annual  Conference,  to  take  place  in  this 
beautiful  building,  the  latter  part  of  No¬ 
vember.  The  presiding  bishop.  Bishop  E.  G.  j 
Richardson,  will  close  the  meeting  with  a 
message  on  the  6th  of  December  en  route 
to  the  South  Carolina  Annual  Conference. 
Collection  for  Sunday,  October  2,  was  $120. 
Sunday,  December  4,  Mrs.  Daisy  Bulkley 
Taylor,  the  talented  wife  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Taylor, 
will  speak,  and  Dr.  L.  M.  Dunton  will  speak 
at  7.46  P.  M.  Dr.  L.  G.  Gregg  will  leave  on 
the  11  A.  M.  train.  Dedicatory  services  took 
place  October  16. — The  Rev.  J.  W.  Buddin, 
Pastor. 

McComb,  Mi»». — September  26  was  a  high 
day  at  the  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  We  conducted  a  splendid  Sunday 
school  at  9.30  A.  M.,  and  were  addressed  by 
Dr.  P.  H.  Rembert,  of  Biloxi,  Miss.  At  11 
A.  M.  the  Rev.  Rembert  preached  a  soul¬ 
stirring  sermon,  which  was  enjoyed  by  all 
present.  At  3  P.  M.  the  dedication  took  place, 
with  a  large  congregation  present  to  witness 
the  ceremonies.  The  dedicatory  program  was  I 
conducted  by  Dr.  Rembert.  Brother  Charligli 
Robinson  delivered  an  address  on  behalf  o^| 
the  trustees;  Sister  Bessie  Tobias  gave  a  read¬ 
ing  on  behalf  of  the  class  leaders;  Brother  D. 
Houston  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  stewards;  the 
Rev.  J.  Walker  for  the  Baptist  Church;  the 
Rev.  Winston  on  behalf  of  the  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  of  South  McComb; 
Brother  K.  D.  Bell  for  the  Holiness  Church. 
Prof.  Hagins  responded  to  the  addresses  with 
much  enthusiasm.  The  Flowery  Mount  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  choir  rendered  music  for  the  en¬ 
tire  day’s  program.  At  8  P.  M.  the  Rev. 
Rembert  preached  a  wonderful  sermon  which 
brought  a  shower  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the 
congregation  of  approximately  800  people. 
We  raised  $170.  May  the  Lord  bless  all  of 
our  future  efforts.  We  hope  the  Rev.  Rem¬ 
bert  will  come  again. — P.  R.  Stephens,  Pastor. 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

DICKSON  DISTRICT 
First  Round — Springhill,  October  28,  29; 
Lawrenceburg,  November  6,  6;  Clifton,  12, 
18;  Howards  Ct.,  14,  16;  Lexington,  19,  20; 
Mount  Pleasant,  26,  27 ;  Mansfield,  December 
%  4;  Paris,  6,  6;  Dickson,  10,  11;  Cumber¬ 
land  Furnace,  12,  13;  Dover,  14,  16;  Lewis- 
burg,  17,  18;  Farmington,  19,  20;  Columbia, 
20,  21;  Franklin,  22,  23;  Shelby ville,  24,  26. 

Dear  Coworkers:  We  have  started  on  an¬ 
other  year’s  journey.  Let  us  thank  God  for 
what  we  accomplished  last  year,  but  not  be 
satisfied  wHh  last  year.  Let  us  strive  to 
make  this  year’s  work  better  than  last,  and 
to  do  tbuit  we  must  have  a  program;  so  make 
your  plans  for  the  year  and  follow  them.  I 
am  working  on  my  program  and  will  be  able 
to  give  it  to  you  on  my  first  round.  I  will 
hold  two  District  Steward  meetinn  as  fol¬ 
lows:  November  9,  Lewisburg;  Dickson,  No¬ 
vember  8.  Dear  Brethren:  I  may  have  to 
make  changes  In  this  round;  but  if  so,  I  will 


notify  you  in  time.  Anything  that  I  can  do 
to  help  you  in  your  work,  call  on  me.  Pray¬ 
ing  that  we  may  have  great  success,  let  lU 
keep  four  things  before  the  people:  Conver¬ 
sion,  World  Service,  Walden,  and  the  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate.  I  am  your 
brother  and  coworker,  R.  A.  Dowell,  Dist 
Supt.,  Shelby  ville,  Tenn. 

GAINESVILLE  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Round — Alachua,  October  29,  30; 
Libertyhill  and  Aredondo,  November  6i 
Archer  18;  Ottercreek  and  Gulf  Hammock, 
20;  Cedarkey,  28;  Plnesvllle,  December  4; 
Newberry,  11;  Jonesville,  18;  Brooker  and 
Newbell,  25;  Lacross,  26;  Sandhill  and  Wil* 
liston,  January  1;  Mt.  Brook,  2;  GalnesvlUa 
6-8;  Sanpulaski,  16;  Benington,  16;  Texann* 
17;  Union  Bethel,  18;  St.  John  and  Haln^ 
worth,  22.  Thus  ends  our  round  on  the  dM 
trict  for  this  Conference  year.  M 

Dear  Brethren:  The  whole  country  wir 
startled  a  few  weeks  ago  when  the 
papers  declared  churches  had  lost  600,00* 
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Conference 

Texas 

West  Texas 
Little  Rock 
Savannah 
South  Carolina 
Atlanta 


Schedule  of  Annual  Conferences,  Fall,  1927 


Place 

Galveston,  Tex. 
San  Antonio,  Tex. 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Blackshear,  Ga. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
McDonough,  Ga. 


Date 

November  28 
November  80 
November  80 
December  1 
December  6 
December  14 


Bishop 

Jones 

Jones 

Clair 

Richardson 

Richardson 

Richardson 


Communion  Service  Outfit* 

Individual,  the  piesaat  dajr 
method^eanly  a^  sanitaij. 
A  mon  improve  sarvioe. 
BMutiful  sets  at  reasonable 
prices.  Write  for  catalog. 

PeMouUn  Broa,  A  Co.,  Dipt  U,  GraMvOa,  H. 


members  during  the  last  twelve  months. 
Such  an  announcement  is  alarming.  Is  the 
church  losing  its  rightful  place  in  the  hearts 
of  men  and  women?  Have  the  people  of  this 
country  found  a  substitute  for  Christianity? 

•  What  is  your  church  doing  to  offset  this 
slump?  The  preaching  of  the  gospel  will 
bring  them  back  to  the  church.  We  are 
praying  that  it  will  be  possible  for  the  Gaines¬ 
ville  District  to  have  an  increase  in  member¬ 
ship.  Every  minister  should  know  how  to 
pastor.  We  must  know  how  to  get  along 
with  the  people  to  get  results.  There  are 
several  charges  on  the  district  who  have  not 
conducted  a  revival  this  year.  The  people 
say  that  your  church  is  spiritually  dead. 
They  are  asking  for  a  Holy  Ghost  call  min¬ 
ister.  The  people  want  the  Spirit  in  the 
church  and  the  money  will  come  out  of  the 
pocket  books.  The  World  Service  and  evan¬ 
gelism  are  twin  brothers. 

The  churches  that  have  had  great  success 
in  their  revivals  have  also  paid  their  full 
quota  for  World  Service.  Our  World  Serv¬ 
ice  is  a  few  dollars  behind  what  it  was  last 
year  this  time.  Will  you  be  one  of  the  dis¬ 
ciples  leaning  on  the  shoulder  of  the  Master 
and  ask  Him,  “Lord,  is  it  I”?  He  will  an¬ 
swer  you  through  the  voice  of  conscience.  I 
am  depending  on  every  pastor  on  the  dis¬ 
trict  to  meet  me  at  Simpson  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  November 
29,  at  9  A.  M.  Come  prepared  to  stay  two 
days  on  this  holy  mount  with  our  dear  bishop 
and  the  other  great  men  who  will  be  there 
to  show  us  a  vision  of  the  great  church. 
Don’t  forget  to  bring  or  send  a  few  dollars 
for  this  great  irifcetlhg:  We  want  to  show  the 
other  bishops  and  general  officers  that  our 
■  bishop.  Dr.  E.  G.  Richardson,  D.D.,  has  the 
^best  area  in  all  Methodism.  Let  us  wind  up 
this  year  100  per  cent  along  all  lines.  God 
bless  you  all  for  your  great  work  in  the  past. 

It  IS  indeed  a  very  dark  road  to  travel  now, 
but  just  look  ahead  and  you  will  see  the 
tracks  of  the  Master  who  has  ^one  on  be- 
fore,  making  the  hills  level  and  the  roads 
smooth.  Your  brother  in  Christ,  D.  S.  Sel- 
more,  Dist.  Supt. 

LA  TECHE  DISTRICT 
First  Bound — Franklin,  October  28-30: 

B  Morgan  City,  November 

^  6;  Woodlawn,  12,  13;  Napoleonville,  11-13; 
Donaldsonville,  19,  20;  Viron,  20;  Bayou 
Go^^  25;  Rosedale,  26,  27;  Plaquemine,  27; 
Lutcher,  December  2-4;  White  Hall,  4;  Ken¬ 
ner,  10,  11;  Hahnville,  11;  Baldwin,  17,  18; 
^dman,  18;  St.  Peter,  19;  Crawford,  18; 
ihibodaux,  January  6-8;  Beatieville,  7,  8; 
Schriever,  8;  Houma,  9. 

Brethrra:  While  the  sun  is  shining  and 
the  people  are  working,  why  not  put  over 
our  program  at  once?  Don’t  wait  for  Easter. 
Kemember  the  Southwestern.  Let  us  put  it  ' 
in  every  home,  and  remember  New  Orleans  ' 
University.— H.  Daniels,  Dist.  Supt. 


MONROE  DISTRICT 

First  Rounc^^Washington,  October  28-80; 
Bonita,  November  4-6;  Mt.  Sinai,  11-13;  Mt. 
Nebo,  18-20;  St.  Paul,  24-27;  St.  James,  De¬ 
cember  2-4;  Lake  Providence,  9-11;  Bastrop 
and  Anderson,  16-18;  Jones  Ct.,  31-January 
8;  Clayton  Ct.,  9,  10;  Casper,  12,  13. 

Dear  Brothers:  We  have  just  finished  one 
of  the  best  Conferences  in  the  history  of  the 
church.  Every  brother  made  a  splendid  re¬ 
port  in  World  Service  and  Conference  col¬ 
lection.  Start  now  to  raise  all  of  your  World 
Service  money.  Put  the  Southwestern  in 
every  home.  Tell  the  people  about  New  Or¬ 
leans  CoUege  and  Flint  Medical  School.  I 
am  praying  for  a  revival  in  every  church. 
God  is  counting  on  you  to  save  the  world 
for  Him.  Let’s  see  if  we  can  make  a  better 
report  this  year  than  last.  I  am,  yours  in 
the  work,  Cornelius  Spears,  Dist.  Supt. 

OPELIKA  DISTRICT 

First  Round— Ashland  Ct.,  November  4,  6; 
Lineville  Ct.,  6,  6;  Alexander  City,  11-13; 
KeUyton  Ct.,  12,  13;  Sylacauga,  18-20;  Rock¬ 
ford  Ct.,  19,  20;  Benson  CL,  26,  27;  Lanett 
Mission,  December  8,  4;  Goodsell  Memorial, 
4,  6;  Lafayette  Station,  9-11;  Lafayette  Ct., 
10,  11;  Five  Point  Ct.,  17,  18;  Roanoke,  23- 
26;  Rocky  Mount  Ct,  24,  26;  Wedowee  Ct., 
31  to  January  1;  Steven  Mission,  7,  8;  Talla¬ 
dega  Ct.,  14,  16;  Talladega  Mission,  13-16; 
Opelika,  20-22;  Dadeville,  28,  29;  Mount  God¬ 
frey  Ct.,  80;  Calera  Ct,  31. 

Dear  Brethren:  I  want  to  thank  you  for 
your  loyalty  in  the  past  year.  Also  the  lay¬ 
men  and  auxiliary  boards  of  the  district. 
Our  District  Council  will  meet  on  January 
22,  1928.  I  want  every  pastor  and  every 
president  of  the  auxUiary  boards  and  every 
district  steward  to  be  present  The  District 
Council  will  meet  at  KeUyton,  Ala.— Yours 
m  Christ,  J.  C.  Chuman,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent. 
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LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
First  Bound — Jeanerette  and  Patonville, 
November  12,  13;  Oliver  Ct,  13,  14;  Brigg, 
16,  16;  Lafayette,  17,  18;  New  Iberia,  19,  20; 
Crowley  Ct.,  22,  23;  Lake  Arthur  Ct.,  24,  26; 

^  29,  30;  Teche,  December 

Washington,  8,  4;  Opelousas,  4,  6;  Waxia 
tt’  7,  8;  St  Martinville,  10,  11;  Spring  Creek, 
15;  Leesville,  17,  18;  Oakdale,  19,  20;  Lake 
Charles,  23-26;  Cade,  29. 

Dear  Brothers:  Begin  now  to  organise 
your  forces  so  as  to  meet  conditions.  You 
Old  well  last  year.  By  the  help  of  God,  we 
nope  to  do  more  this  year.  Put  on  a  revival ; 
pt  somebody  converted;  “knock  a  home  run” 
ror  God  and  the  church;  raise  your  World 
prvice  before  Easter.  You  who  did  not  pay 
wr  Minutes,  please  send  it  in.  Let  the 
Churches  get  back  to  the  old  landmark,  and 
^od  will  visit  us.  Don’t  forget  the  South¬ 
western. — W.  J.  Hampton,  Dist  Supt 


Quarterly  Conferences 

COALFAX,  LA. 

Lee’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
held  its  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  with  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Earles  presid¬ 
ing.  After  a  soul-stirring  sermon  from  the 
superintendent,  he  then  took  up  the  official 
business  of  the  Conference.  Reports  showed 
improvements  along  all  lines.  A  spirited  love 
feast  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  WH- 
lis,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  Brother  Thomas  Kemp,  one  of 
our  local  preachers.  The  superintendent  also 
had  with  him  his  beloved  wife.  This  was  her 
second  visit  to  this  charge.  Pray  for  our 
success.— Rev.  J.  C.  Clark,  Pastor;  E.  R. 
Turner,  Reporter. 

MERIDIAN,  MISS. 

On  October  1,  our  third  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Rose  Hill  charge  was  held  at 
Rose  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Rev.  p.  L.  Morgan,  district  superintendent, 
presiding.  After  devotions  by  the  pastor. 
Dr.  Morgan  came  forward  and,  after  a  short 
address,  the  business  session  was  held.  The 
following  class  leaders  reported:  Rose  Hill, 
James  Edward,  $4.60;  H.  Hardy,  ^.26;  Will 
Bolton,  $2.26;  Dovie  Smith,  70  cents;  Mary 
Scott,  $2.25 ;  Theo.  J ohnson,  26  cents ;  Pil¬ 
grim  Jack  Davis,  $2.60;  Willie  DavLs,  $2.26; 
Leroy  Davis,  $2.26.  The  auxiliaries  made 
splendid  reports.  The  superintendent  was 
paid  in  full.  Raised  during  the  day,  ^0. 

On  Sunday  Dr.  Morgan  could  not  get  back, 
but  sent  in  his  place  the  Rev.  N.  C.  Bery, 
professor  of  mathematics  at  Haven  Teachers 
College,  who  delivered  a  soul-stirring  mes¬ 
sage.  Accompanying  him  were  the  Haven 
Glee  Club  and  Quartet  and  Miss  Mary  Black, 


WANTED — High  class  expert  colored 
cooks  for  new  coffee  shop  in  Adolphus  Hotel, 
Dallas.  Good  salary  to  real  cooks.  Answer 
to  Steward,  Adolphus  Hotel,  Dallas,  Texas. 

who  was  pianist  for  the  occasion.  The  re¬ 
porter  of  this  article  was  master  of  cere¬ 
monies  and  is  a  member  of  the  junior  class 
at  Haven  Teachers  College.  Several  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  class  were  present. — L.  V.  Blount 
Reporter. 

OCALA,  FLA. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Ocala  charge,  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  was  held  October  7-9,  the  Rev.  F. 
E.  Welch,  district  superintendent,  presiding. 
This  was  an  ideal  Conference,  and  one  of 
the  best  he  has  held  on  this  charge.  The  Rev. 
J.  E.  A.  Keeler,  our  most  excellent  pastor, 
had  everything  in  readiness.  The  Conference 
was  well  attended,  and  nearly  every  depart¬ 
ment  reported.  A  marked  increase  on  all 
lines  was  noted  and  harmony  prevailed.  The 
district  superintendent  Rev.  Welch,  makes 
an  ideal  presiding  officer,  and  has  the  hearty 
support  of  the  Conference  in  pushing  for¬ 
ward  the  work.  The  business  of  the  church 
was  well  looked  after  by  him.  The  church 
IS  alive  spirituaDy.  Accessions,  9;  conver¬ 
sions,  6;  paid  the  district  superintendent  in 
full,  $30 ;  paid  pastor,  $200 ;  Episcopal  Fund, 
$6;  Conference  Claimants,  $6;  General  Con¬ 
ference,  $1;  World  Service,  $60. 

The  district  superintendent  preached  an 
able  and  effective  sermon  Sunday  night,  Oc¬ 
tober  9,  to  a  large  congregation.  It  was  a 
great  meeting.  Two  persons  were  received. 
Our  choir  was  at  its  best  and  is  to  be  com¬ 
plimented.  We  are  planning  to  go  over  the 
top  by  the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference. — 
Miss  Gracie  Green,  Reporter. 


SMITHVILLE,  MISS. 

September  26  and  26  were  high  days  on  the 
Amory  circuit.  Our  fourth  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held,  with  Dr.  B.  W.  Wynn  in 
the  chair.  The  superintendent  opened  the 
quarter  at  2.30  P.  M.  with  a  song  service, 
after  which  he  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the 
charge  for  the  way  it  has  stood  by  the  Rev. 
S.  S.  Brown,  our  pastor.  He  stated  that 
our  charge  had  advanced  along  all  lines. 
The  pastor’s  report  was  very  commendable] 
and  showed  that  fifty  persons  had  been  added 
to  the  church  this  year.  On  Sunday,  Dr.  B. 
W.  Wynn  preached  a  great  sermon.  Fifty-six 
dollars  were  raised  in  the  meeting,  and  the 
district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full. — Rev. 
S.  S.  Brown,  Pastor. 
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TRIANA,  ALA. 

On  September  24  and  20,  our  district  su¬ 
perintendent  held  our  last  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  for  this  year.  Our  year’s  work  closed 
with  much  success,  and  we  raised  in  the  quar¬ 
terly  meeting,  9120.  The  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rer.  J.  W.  Whitfield,  was  paid  in 
full.  A  new  church  was  built  at  Mt.  Moriah, 
valued  at  99,000.  The  church  was  prepared 
for  service  in  twenty-two  days. — ^Rev.  A.  R. 
Matthews,  Pastor;  Jim  Blade,  Reporter. 

WEST  POINT,  MISS. 

Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Qiurch  on 
September  28-20,  with  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  J.  H.  Talbert,  presiding.  After 
devotional  service  the  Conference  was  opened 
for  business;  officers  were  present  with  good 
reports,  and  the  business  of  the  Conference 
was  rapidly  dispatched  with  much  ease,  and 
the  superintendent  gave  a  timely  and  fitting 
address  on  the  work  of  the  church.  He  also 
complimented  us  for  the  improvements  that 
we  have  made  along  some  Imes;  yet  he  en¬ 
treated  us  to  conttoue  our  march,  because 
there  is  much  room  at  the  top  in  all  of  the 
departments  of  our  church. 

On  Sunday,  at  9  A.  M.,  we  had  Sunday 
school;  at  11  A.  M.  our  pastor,  W.  M. 
Brownridge,  preached  as  usual.  We  had  a 
good  crowd,  and  at  8  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Talbert 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon.  Unit  No.  1, 

Miss  Jettie  M.  Cameron,  reported  $21.26; 

No.  2,  Miss  Roberta  Ashford,  $18;  No.  8; 

Robbie  Moore,  $26.82;  No.  4,  Matilda  Green, 

$4.00;  other  reports,  $9;  total,  $79.07. — Mrs. 

Rosa  E.  Brownridge,  Reporter. 

Indianapolis  District  Sug- 
gest-o-graphs 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  editor  of  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate,  there  will 
appear  weekly  in  this  space,  under  the  above 
caption,  a  short  article  on  church  adminis¬ 
tration.  While  the  message  are  given  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  Indianapolis  District,  it  is  our 
hope  that  they  may  be  casually  picked  up  by 
friends  who  are  at  more  distant  stations.  It 
was  my  pleasure  to  have  delivered  a  series 
of  lectures  on  this  subject  to  the  students  of 
the  Covin^on  Area  Summer  School  of  The- 
oloOT,  held  at  St.  Louis  this  September  20-80. 

I  imall  give  excerpts  from  those  addresses 
from  time  to  time.  I  hope  I  am  not  pre¬ 
sumptuous  in  attempting  to  make  this  hum¬ 
ble  contribution  to  what  I  consider  one  of 
the  much  neglected  phases  of  our  church  life. 

First  of  all,  may  I  give  the  names  of  a 
few  books  that  will  be  helpful  to  anyone 
interested  (and  that  should  be  every  min¬ 
ister  and  lay  leader)  in  this  subject  of 
church  management? 

“The  Competent  Church,”  by  Fredrick  Al¬ 
fred  Agar. 

“The  New  Church  for  the  New  Times,”  by  family. 
Wm.  Allen  Harper. 

“The  Church  and  the  Changing  Order,”  by 
Sbailer  Mathews. 

“Modern  Church  Management,”  by  McGar- 
rah.  . 

“The  Way  to  Win,”  by  Bishop  Fisher. 

A  quarterly  magasine  called  “The  Church 
Mana^r,”  published  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

“A  Working  Program  for  the  Local 
Church,”  by  Cook. 


OKOLONA,  MISSISSIPPI 


25  Years  of  Service  to  Negro  Youth 


COURSES: 

NORMAL  COMMERCIAL  GRAMMAR  NURSE  TRAINING 
MUSIC  (Vocal  and  Instrumental)  12  TRADES  and  INDUSTRIES 


Beautiful  campus  and  grounds,  consisting  of  380  acres.  Buildings 
electrically  lighted  and  steam  heated.  Well-prepared  faculty  from  leading 
colleges  of  coimtry.  Expenses  range  from  $8.00  to  $12.50  per  month. 
School  opens  October  4,  1927. 

For  Farthor  information,  Addrou 

MRS.  EFFIE  T.  BATTLE»  Acting  Pretident 


DICKS 

ANTISEPTIC 


lb  ^rORCUTS.WOUNDS.BRUISeS. 

^  5URtlS,SCAL{>S.CIMMPS.C0IJC 

A  PROMPT  GERMICIDE 

HEALING^  SOOTHING- COOLING 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


the  Rev  E.  A.  Wilson,  district  superintend-  of  $0  each  for  our  association,  besides  our 
ent  of  the  Gulfside  District,  who  was  at  his  regular  $1.00  annual  fees,  so  that  we  ipight 
bedside  during  the  critical  hours  of  his  ill-  be  able  to  pay  $100  death  assessment  instead 
ness.  Brother  Wilson  was  a  devout  Christian  of  $00  for  our  dependents.  Also  provide  well 
and  a  local  preacher  in  the  church.  His  wise  in  your  collections  for  the  Conference  Oaim- 
counsel  and  fatherly  advice  was  often  sought  ants  who  built  the  foundation  upon  which  we 
by  those  who  knew  him,  both  white  and  now  stand,  and  come  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
colored.  Even  his  pastors  frequently  called  ence  at  Blackshear,  Ga.,  December  1,  to  vote 
upon  him  to  advise  them  in  matters  of  the  that  the  coming  General  Conference  put  on 
church.  He  reared  a  large  family  of  chil-  a  drive  for  $10,000,000  to  care  for  the  old 
dren,  and  gave  them  all  a  fair  education,  “war  horses”  while  the  church  is  putting  on 
some  being  teachers  and  some  preacher.s.  its  insurance  feature  to  care  for  the  younger 
There  were  five  boys  and  six  girls  in  the  soldiers,  which  is  all  right.  But  the  fathers 
Brother  Wilson  was  never  made  to  should  also  be  doubly  provided  for,  who  laid 
feel  embarrassed  because  of  the  conduct  of  the  foundation. — E.  D.  Giddens,  President 
his  children.  His  wife  was  the  first  to  break  Ministers’  Relief  Association,  Savannah  Con- 
the  family  chain.  She  preceded  him  twenty-  ference. 

ight  years  ago.  Two  years  later  he  was 
married  to  the  present  wife.  Since  that  time  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.,  Box  1804. 
three  of  the  children  have  followed  in  the  Dear  Friends — The  storm  of  September  18, 
sleep  of  death.  The  Rev.  E.  A.  Wilson,  his  1928,  completely  destroyed  our  church,  the 
favorite  son,  was  appointed  by  him  as  the  ad-  St.  John’s  Methodist  Episcopal,  of  the  above 
ministrator  of  his  estate.  Servant  of  God,  named  city.  We  have  started  a  new  church 
well  done  I  The  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  with  the  aid  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
Pleasant  Hill  Cemetery,  Choctaw.  The  fu-  and  Church  Extension,  that  will  cost  around 
neral  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev  G.  $8,000.  We,  the  members,  have  subscribed  to 
W.  Williams,  pastor  of  Haven  Chapel  Meth-  the  highest  limit  according  to  present  con- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Meridian,  Miss. — ^Re-  ditions  in  our  community.  To  make  the  in¬ 
porter.  terior  of  the  church  in  keeping  with  the  ex- 

WOOLFOLK-Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  Wool- 

folk,  of  Craig,  Miss.,  have  the  sympathy  of  $1,200.  So  we  find  ourselves  c^ 

thei;  many  rliatives  and  friends  in^the  Moss 

of  their  Uttle  daughter.  Miss  Vella  Woolfolk,  therefore  ask  of  you  and  any  of  your  friends 
who  died  July  81,  1927.  She  was  one  yea^  whom  we  hope  you  wdl  show  this  letter  to, 
and  four  days  old.-Reporter.  in  raising  the  money  so  we  can 

place  our  order  for  the  organ,  to  be  ready 

completed.  Thank- 
{ng  you  in  advance  for  what  you  will  send 
The  Greenwood  District  Conference  will  be  us  in  support  of  home  missions,  we  are 
held  November  28-27  at  Greenwood,  Miss. —  yours  very  truly. — Members  of  St.  John’8> 
p.  Green,  District  Superintendent.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  J.  S.  Cameron,! 

To  the  Minietere  of  the  Savannah  Confer-  Pastor. 
enee  and  Members  of  the  Ministers’  Belief  P.  S.. — Send  all  donations  to  the  pastor  or 
Association:  Please  take  an  extra  collection  Mr.  Reed,  president  of  the  choir. — D.  R.  Reed, 


Obituaries 

BROWN — Brother  Jim  Brown,  a  faithful 
member  of  Shady  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Lewisville,  Ark.,  recently  emparted 
this  life  at  the  age  of  eigh^-seven  years. 
He  lived  a  devout  Christian  lire  for  fifty-one 
years,  and  was  always  faithful  to  ^  church. 
He  leaves  four  daughters,  two  sons,  and  a 
host  of  grandchildren,  relatives,  and  friends 
to  mourn  his  passing.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  M.  H.  Thompson, 
assisted  by  the  Revs.  Mills  Williams,  "t.  M. 
Brown,  P.  T.  Archie,  Bennett,  and  Wright, 
of  the  Baptist  Church. — 'Reporter. 

WILSON — On  September  19,  1927,  death 
came  to  the  Mattie  Hersel  Hospital  and  took 
away  Brother  Leander  Wilson,  the  father  of 
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Keeping  Democracy  Democratic 

T  m  « A  •  hands  of  the  few.  Whereas  some 

I.  Town  Meetings,  Party  Bosses,  and  Direct  Primaries*  ^""neeTfoT  tS: 

instrument  of  democracy  be  taken  from 
them. 


By  Harry  E.  Woolever 

Editor,  The  National  Methodist  Press 


The  United  States  as  a  great  democracy 
has  been  made  possible  through  the  sac¬ 
rifice  of  tens  of  thousands  of  Americans 
who  chose  death  rather  than  political  bond¬ 
age.  That  was  yesterday.  To-day  half  of 
the  people  who  have  the  advantages  and  bene¬ 
fits  enjoyed  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes— 
whose  red  is  a  reminder  of  the  price  which 
purchased  this  liberty— half  of  the  people, 
sad  as  it  is  to  record,  are  not  sufficient^  con¬ 
cerned  even  to  inconvenience  themselves  to 
the  extent  of  casting  their  votes  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  elections  which  are  the  means  provided 
for  perpetuating  the  nation  and  its  ideals. 
Some  individuals  need  to  have  guns  booming, 
casualty  lists  from  battle  lines,  hospitals 
filled  with  the  maimed,  and  family  rations 
curtailed  before  they  realise  that  a  struggle 
for  democracy  is  on.  Constantly,  unceas¬ 
ingly,  and  cleverly,  the  forces  of  selfishness 
and  political  greed  are  carrying  on  a  war¬ 
fare  to  overthrow  the  workings  of  democ- 
Iracy  and,  for  their  own  en^,  to  gain  the 
'Advantages  and  powers  which  belong  only  to 
the  TOopIe  in  a  democracy.  Vice-President 
Charles  G.  Dawes,  in  giving  his  ideas  as  to 
'the  failure  of  the  primaries  to  cure  political 
evils,  makes  this  deduction  respecting  the  de¬ 
faulting  of  citisens  on  election  days: 

“The  perpetuity  of  our  form  of  government 
depends  upon  the  general  exercise  by  our 
people  of  their  right  of  suffrage.” 


threw  the  saloon  as  a  political  center,  with  a 
most  wholesome  result  in  the  type  of  men 
chosen  for  public  service.  To-day  there  re¬ 
mains  only  three  States  where  the  convention 
is  the  sole  method  of  making  nominations — 
Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  Mexico. 
Utah  has  a  very  limited  primary,  applying 
only  to  cities.  In  six  States  the  convention 
system  is  still  used  for  nominating  State-wide 
officers  and  United  States  senators. 


Personal  and  General 


EVILS  ATTRIBUTED  TO  PRIMARIES 


There  are  those  of  public  standing  and 
position  who  are  opposed  to  the  primary  sys¬ 
tem  of  nomination,  and  on  what  seem  to  them 
most  tenable  grounds.  On  the  other  hand, 
public  men  of  equal  standing  and  greater  in 
number  continue  to  champion  the  primary  as 
the  most  democratic  method  of  making  nomi¬ 
nations.  Whereas,  the  primary  cannot  be  of¬ 
fered  as  a  panacea  for  all  election  ills;  it 
does  overcome  the  worst  of  them — domination 
of  party  nominations  by  a  boss  or  small 
clique.  It  gives  the  people  an  opportunity 
to  choose  candidates.  Wherever  it  has  failed 
to  dethrone  the  political  dictator,  the  reason 
is  found  in  the  failure  of  people  to  appre¬ 
ciate  the  significance  of  the  primary  and  to 
vote. 

Advocates  of  the  party  convention  contend 
that  only  a  minority  of  the  people  vote  in  the 
primaries.  In  reply  it  may  be  stated,  how¬ 
ever,  that  many  more  do  take  part  even  now 
in  the  making  of  nominations  through  the 
primary  than  ever  did  take  part  in  selecting 
the  delegates  to  party  conventions. 

To  those  who  claim  that  great  amounts  of 
money  are  expended  in  securing  nominations 
through  the  primary,  it  may  be  said  that  a 
boss-controlled  convention  can  be  more  easily 
and  more  safely  bought  by  an  aspirant  for 
public  office  than  can  the  voters.  If  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  voters  can  ever  be  bought  for 
a  price,  then  democracy  is  done  for.  It  is 
also  possible  by  legislation  to  limit  the  amount 
which  a  candidate  may  expend  in  the  pri¬ 
maries,  and  this  should  be  done. 

Men  of  small  financial  resources  are  in  the 
present  Congress  who  never  could  have  been 
nominated  if  a  party  convention  rather  than 
the  free  voters  held  the  power  of  nomination. 

In  respect  to  the  contention  that  primaries 
are  expensive,  we  would  recall  the  fact  that 
democracy  and  liberty  are  always  expensive; 
but  nevertheless  men  from  time  immemorial 
have  considered  them  more  precious  than  life. 


DAYS  OF  NATIONAL  BEGINNINGS 

In  the  choosing  of  the  members  of  the  first 
representative  assembly  ever  to  meet  on  the 
continent  of  North  America,  the  record 
would  indicate  that  every  person  having  a 
right  to  vote  exercised  that  right  This  as¬ 
sembly,  holding  its  initial  meeting  in  the  first 
Protestant  church  built  on  these  shores,  was 
truly  representative  of  the  whole  electorate. 

The  typical  New  England  town  meeting 
was  another  expression  of  democracy  in 
which  everyone  entitled  to  vote  was  an  active 
participant  in  the  choosing  of  public  officials. 
The  records  here  show  that  the  church  was  a 
frequent  meeting  place,  and  that  the  Prot¬ 
estant  church  leaders  were  the  foremost 
champions  of  democracy  in  the  early  colonies. 

With  the  growth  of  population  and  the 
settling  of  wide  areas  by  the  people,  the  units 
of  iralitical  action  became  the  political  con¬ 
vention  and  the  legislative  caucus,  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  convenience.  These  forms  gave  rise 
to  political  leaders  who  in  many  cases  be¬ 
came  the  political  bosses,  living  upon  the 
spoils  which  the  manipulation  of  politics 
made  possible.  Gradually,  in  the  changes 
which  took  place,  the  church  and  other  con¬ 
structive  community  institutions  which  had 
elevated  political  and  governmental  activi¬ 
ties,  were  crowded  aside.  TTie  corrupt  po¬ 
litical  boss  who,  with  his  control  over  masses 
of  voters  and  his  disregard  for  the  public 
good,  was  willing  to  resort  to  any  scheme  to 
preserve  his  power,  became  dominant  in  poli¬ 
tics.  In  place  of  the  church  which  cradled 
the  first  aemocratic  institutions  in  America, 
the  saloon  in  many  conflnunities  became  the 
center  of  political  activities. 


THE  PEOPLE  REVOLT 

After  three  quarters  of  a  century  of  the 
party  convention  rule  in  nominating  candi¬ 
dates  for  office,  politics  had  become  so  cor¬ 
rupt  and  so  undemocratic  had  become  the 
methods  of  selecting  candidates  that,  near  the 
close  of  the  last  century,  the  people  revolted. 
In  forty-four  States  they  have  abolished 
boss-controlled  political  conventions  and  de¬ 
manded  the  primary  system,  whereby  the 
voters  may  choose  the  party  candidates  for 
public  office.  Furthermore,  the  people  over- 


*This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  articles  dealins 
especiallr  with  the  fundamentals  of  democracy  and 
the  need  of  an  alert  cltisenry. 


THE  PRIMARY  A  PEOPLE’S  WEAPON 

Ex-Secretary  of  State  Charles  Evans 
Hughes,  in  championing  the  primary,  said; 
“It  placeg  a  weapon  in  the  hands  of  party 
voters  which  they  can  use  with  effect  in  case 
of  need.  They  are  no  longer  helpless.  This 
fact  puts  party  leaders  on  their  best  be¬ 
havior.  .  .  .  The  fact  of  this  control  gives 
to  the  voters  a  consciousness  of  power  and 
responsibility.”  Here  is  the  very  strength 
of  the  primary.  With  an  alert  electorate, 
party  leaders  are  compelled  to  put  ip  line 
for  nomination  those  whose  records  can  stand 
public  scrutiny.  If  they  do  not,  the  voters 
hy_  petition  can  present  for  nomination  in  the 
primaries  a  candidate  of  character  and  ideals 
who  appeals  to  them. 

Some  complain  that  the  primaries  tend  to 
weaken  a  sense  of  obligation  to  the  party  on 
the  part  of  the  successful  candidate.  This 
complaint  is  one  of  the  strongest  arguments 
for  the  primary  system,  for  the  public  official 
should  feel  a  responsibility  first  of  all  to  the 
voters  whom  he  represents  rather  than  to  a 
party  organisation.  When  a  man  is  elected 
to  public  office  he  becomes  the  representative 
of  all  the  people,  and  his  vote  should  be  de¬ 
termined  by  the  merit  of  public  issues  and 
the  good  of  the  people  he  represents. 

Throughout  the  country  in  political  affairs 
there  appear  efforts  to  take  from  the  people 


^Delegates  elected  to  the  forthcoming  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  from  the  North  ^rolina  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  held  in  Greensboro,  N.  C., 
are:  Ministerial — R.  G.  Morris,  Chattanooga,. 
Tenn.;  R.  W.  Winchester,  pastor,  Laurinburg, 
N.  C.  Laymen — T.  C.  Woodland  and  J.  A. 
McCray.  From  the  Lincoln  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence:  Ministerial— J.  H.  Ellis,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  Muskogee,  Okla,  Reserve — D.  G. 
Franklin,  district  superintendent,  Topeka, 
Kan.  Lay — I.  W.  Young,  M.D.,  Oklahoma 
City.  Reserve — L.  H.  Lightner,  Fraternal  In¬ 
surance,  Denver,  Colo. 


— The  club  work  of  the  Negro  boys  and  girl.s 
on  the  Griffin  District  of  Georgia  has  at¬ 
tracted  so  much  attention  that  the  South¬ 
eastern  Fair  Association  has  agreed  to  give 
free  passes  up  to  the  number  of  600  to  the 
boys,  and  a  like  number  to  the  girls,  for  the 
October  fair  session  to  be  held  at  Atlanta. 
The  newspapers  of  Atlanta  have  given  gen¬ 
erous  mention  of  the  fine  work  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  Stanton  has  done  among  the 
boys.  One  of  the  phases  of  the  work  is  a 
thrift  program,  and  the  bankers  of  that  sec¬ 
tion  of  Georgia  have  been  agreeably  surprised 
at  the  scores  of  new  bank  accounts  which 
have  been  opened  by  the  young  people. 

— The  Rev.  G.  A.  Deslandes  ranks  among 
Methodism’s  foremost  leaders  in  his  intelli¬ 
gent  interest  in  every  institution  and  phase 
of  the  denomination.  More  than  a  dozen 
young  men  and  women  of  Dallas  were  culti¬ 
vated  and  finally  corralled  by  Dr.  Deslandes 
for  matriculation  this  term  in  Sam  Huston 
College  at  Austin.  He  believes  in  an  in¬ 
telligent  leadership,  and  inspires  in  the  youth 
an  ambition  to  prepare  themselves  adequately^ 
for  Christian  living  and  service.  For  several^ 
years  St.  Paul,  Dallas,  has  enjoyed  the  pru¬ 
dent  and  consecrated  leadership  of  Dr.  Des¬ 
landes,  and  the  whole  city  has  benefited 
thereby.  The  Methodist  Yearbook  for  1927 
gives  unique  distinction  to  this  pastor  and 
church,  carrying  on  page  42  a  fine  cut  of  the 
latter,  which  cost  about  $103,000.  Its  base¬ 
ment  floor  provides  a  large  lecture  hall,  so¬ 
cial  rooms,  pastor’s  room,  dining  room, 
kitchen,  officials’  room,  etc.  Including  bal¬ 
cony  space,  the  main  auditorium  has  seating 
capacity  of  1,600  persons.  Sunday-school 
rooms  are  modern  and  commodious.  Tliree 
large  art  glass  windows  give  the  entire  struc¬ 
tural  ensemble  a  striking  sesthetic  appeal. 
Both  church  and  pastor  are  an  asset  -to  the 
social  forces  of  the  city. 
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Government— Invisible  or  Visible 


WITHIN  the  past  decade  in  this  country  a  most 
interesting  situation  has  been  developing  in  regard 
to  our  institutions  of  law  and  orderly  government. 
Waxing  more  bitter  and  bold,  those  assaults  that  all  good 
citizens  deplore  against  established  and  effective  legal 
forms  of  government  have  become  so  frequent  and  far- 
reaching  as  to  cause  serious  misgiving  concerning  the 
stability  of  our  civilization.  Indeed,  if  legal  procedure 
is  one  of  the  stabilizing  pillars  of  American  society,  that 
society  is  now  unsafe,  for  already  this  pillar  has  become 
insecure. 

The  widespread  sway  of  terror  now  being  disclosed  in 
Alabama  is  only  a  stage  in  the  progress  toward  chaos  of 
a  social  order  that  has  made  the  mistake  of  toying  with 
the  fires  of  lawlessness.  The  vigor  and  fearlessness  with 
which  Judge  Gamble,  of  Crenshaw  County  of  that  State, 
charged  the  special  grand  jury,  probing  the  situation 
disclosed  there,  indicates  the  serious  limits  to  which  this 
rule  of  the  invisible  regime  has  gone  in  its  inevitable 
trend  toward  the  wrecking  of  society.  In  fact,  Judge 
Gamble  frankly  calls  upon  the  good  citizens  of  the  State 
to  rescue  the  law.'*  Says  he,  “This  situation  does  not  call " 
for  weak  men ;  it  calls  for  the  highest  type  of  law-abiding, 
fearless  citizens.”  It  is  clear  that  Alabama,  Crenshaw 
County  at  least,  is  suffering  a  torturing  distraction  and 
I  conflict  between  two  conflicting,  contradictory  systems  of 
government:  the  one,  visible;  the  other,  invisible,  which 
has  gained  the  ascendency  and  dominates  defiantly  the 
regularly  constituted  machinery  for  social  justice. 

Crenshaw  County,  Alabama,  is  a  replica  of  large 
areas  of  this  Southern  section  that  have  chosen  invisible 
government  as  the  method  of  community  control;  where 
citizens  are  not  permitted  ‘*to  enjoy  the  rights  guaran¬ 
teed  them  by  the  Constitution.”  It  was  not  the  beating 
to  death  two  years  ago  of  a  helpless  Negro  woman  by 
a  band  of  masked  men  in  the  woods  at  night  that  started 
the  community’s  reflection  on  the  calamity  which  has  over¬ 
taken  it  in  the  downfall  of  its  visible  government,  super- 
ceded  by  the  government  of  the  masked  mob ;  it  was  rather 
because  190  witnesses  could  testify  to  more  than  twenty 
instances  of  people  who  had  been  taken  from  their  homes 
and  beaten  without  a  trial  and  an  opportunity  to  defend 
themselves;  it  was  because  others  than  the  defenseless 
Negro  were  feeling  the  pinch  of  invisible  government. 
“Farmers,  merchants,  professional  men,  and  a  half  dozen 
women  with  babies  in  their  arms  sat  in  the  corridors,  wait¬ 
ing  to  tell  their  stories”  to  the  jury.  Invisible  govern¬ 
ment  had  become  so  irresistible  that  one  lady  recently 
used  a  shotgun  to  repel  an  attack  on  her  home  by  masked 
men,  and  shot  one  of  the  night  riders.  Intensifying  the 
distress  of  the  situation  is  the  fact  that  circumstances 
revealed  a  startling  disillusionment  as  to  the  personnel  of 
these  flogging,  murderous,  masked  mobs  constituting  invis¬ 
ible  governments.  Not  only  the  “riff-raffs,”  but  “higher- 
ups”  in  the  local  community,  in  the  State  government, 
and  it  is  reported  that  even  portfolios  in  the  invisible 
government  are  probably  held  by  some  who  are  holding 


portfolios  in  their  capacity  as  oflicials  of  still  higher 
visible  government.  Even  some  preachers,  high  func¬ 
tionaries  in  the  visible  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  stands 
for  human  love,  are  at  the  same  time  arch  promoters  in 
the  invisible  guild  of  the  masked,  night-riding  mob  which 
stands  for  human  hate  among  men. 

With  caustic  eloquence  Judge  Gamble  charged  the 
jury: 

“There  can  be  no  excuse  for  the  exercise  of  mob  law.  There  can 
k  moral  regulation  by  any  set  of  men.  There  can 

be  but  rae  governing  authority.  One  system  is  the  courts  of  our 
state.  The  other  is  a  body  of  masked  men,  responsible  to  none, 
exercising  their  own  power,  crushing  the  weak  without  excuse.  These 
two  systems  are  in  conflict,  and  if  the  courts  are  to  govern,  then 
®y®tem  must  go,  or  else  anarchy  will  prevail. 

Gentlemen  of  the  grand  jury,  it  makes  absolutely  no  difference 
if  the  ^rsons  who  have  been  flogged  are  the  vilest  of  creatures, 
there  still  was  no  justiflcatlon. 

"There  is  no  limtation  on  the  authority  of  a  mob  law.  Under 
the  law  of  our  State,  persons  charged  with  offenses  are  given  a  dav 
in  court,  where  they  are  confronted  by  their  accusers.  The  victims 
of  self-appointed  regulatdrs  are  given  no  such  chance. 

^  u  1  ®P°J  ®  tree  is  allowed  to  continue,  it  will  destroy 

^  becomes  necessary 

to  use  the  knife.  And  when  a  lawless  element  begins  to  destroy 
the  reputation  of  Crenshaw  County,  it  is  time  for  a  fearless  grand 
bnife  not  the  mask  nor  the  lash,  not  under  cover  in 
the  dark,  but  in  the  open  and  in  the  courts  of  justice.’’ 

In  such  a  statement  as  his,  is  there  not  evident  more 
of  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  the  Christian  ethic  than 
is  shown  in  the  religious  orthodoxy  of  those  Protestant 
preachers  who  join  in  with  the  wielders  of  the  long-since 
discarded  weapons  of  barbarism?  We  have  often  won¬ 
dered  how  a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  could  lead  or  follow 
a  howling,  hooded,  masked  mob  out  into  the  woods  at 
night  to  beat  to  death  a  helpless  man  or  woman,  even 
though  of  black  skin,  and  could  then  return  to  his  flock 
to  minister  on  Sabbath  morning,  looking  up  into  the  face 
of  that  same  Christ  and  God  whom  his  murdered  vic¬ 
tim  also  claimed  to  be  his  Saviour  and  his  God.  Strange 
and  untenable  indeed  is  the  threadbare  theology  of  the 
ministerial  member  of  the  masked  mob. 

Judge  Gamble  will  experience  diflSculty  in  rescuing 
visible  government  from  its  wreckage  at  the  hands  of  in¬ 
visible  government  because  this  anarchistic  system  of 
community  control  has  signally  succeeded  in  making 
agreeable  bedfellows  with  Protestantism.  This  rap¬ 
prochement  is  more  widespread  than  most  Protestants 
will  admit.  Had  invisible  government  not  succeeded  to 
an  alarming  extent  in  getting  back  of  it  the  religous 
sanctions  of  Protestant  Christianity,  it  could  never  have 
so  successfully  threatened  visible  government  in  Alabama 
or  Indiana  or  elsewhere.  It  has  infected  Protestantism 
with  the  virus  that  will  show  itself  not  only  in  loss  of 
church  membership,  but  in  the  loss  of  the  very  soul  of  our 
Protestant  faith.  If  Protestantism  in  Alabama  and  in 
the  nation  will  purge  itself  of  alloy;  if  it  will  repudiate 
its  comradeship  with  its  anti-Christian  acquaintance, 
ceasing  to  sponsoi^  its  methods  and  ideals,  thereby  the 
ground  will  at  least  be  cleared  for  re-establishing  founda¬ 
tions  of  faith  and  loyalty  to  Jesus  Christ,  apart  from 
whom  no  government,  invisible  or  visible,  can  guarantee 
a  lasting  social  order. 
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Facing  General  Conference  ^ 


The  unique  distinction  of 
having  been  elected  on  the 
first  ballot  for  nine  succes¬ 
sive  quadrenniums  as  ministerial 
delegate  to  General  Conference  is 
enjoyed  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  of 
Central  Alabama  Conference.  He 
is  the  recognized  leader,  as  was 
demonstrated  by  his  ninth  election 
at  their  recent  session,  and  was 
never  more  popular  among  his 
Br.  E.  M.  Jones  brethren  than  at  the  present  time. 

Because  he  is  a  native  son  of  that 
Conference,  true  and  tried,  the  brethren  delight  thus  to 
follow  his  leadership. 

In  the  several  positions  to  which  the  church  has  called 
him,  he  has  given  satisfaction.  This  is  true  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  position  which  he  holds  as  representative  of  the  Board 
of  Pensions  and  Relief.  At  present  Dr.  Jones  is  work¬ 
ing  out  plans  which  he  affirms  will  inure  to  the  benefit 
of  our  Conference  Claimants. 


trlct  superintendent,  618  14th  St,  Fargo,  N.  D.  Reserve — T.  Ar¬ 
thur  Olsen,  pastor,  816  4th  Ave.  South,  Jamestown,  N.  D.;  Frank 
S.  Hollett  district  superintendent.  University  Station,  '  Grand 
Forks,  N.  D. 

NORTHERN  MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE 
Ministeridt^.  N.  Pace,  pastor,  120  West  Third  Street,  Duluth, 
Minn.;  L.  H.  Bughee,  pastor,  610  Summit!  Avenue,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.;  S.  M.  Bowles,  district  superintendent,  4376  Weber  Parkway, 
Minneapolis,  Minn.;  J.  B.  Hingeley,  corresponding  secretary  Board 
of  Pensions  and  Relief,  740  Rush  Street  Chicago,  Ill.  Reserve— 
R.  L.  Smith,  pastor,  216  North  Rustic  Lodge,  Minnesota,  Minn.; 
F.  L.  Roberts,  pastor,  4642  Garfield  Avenue  South,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.;  G.  G.  Vallentyne,  pastor,  4346  Park  Avenue,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.  Lay—D.  W.  Longfellow,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  W.  T.  Wilke, 
Duluth,  Minn.;  J,  A.  Vandyke,  Chisholm,  Minn.;  Joseph  H.  Ulland, 
Fergus  Falls,  Minn. 

NORTHWEST  KANSAS  CONFERENCE 
Lay  A.  H.  King,  dean,  Salina,  Kan.;  W.  A.  Lewis,  college  presi- 
dent)  Hays,  Kans.;  C.  A.  Kemp,  Winona,  Kans.  Reserve — Walter 
A.  Layton,  realtor,  Salina,  Kans.;  Charles  C.  Andrews,  retired, 
Norcatur,  Kans.;  Dan  Worden,  farmer,  Woodston,  Kans. 

* 

PACIFIC  GERMAN  CONFERENCE 
Ministerial — Albert  F.  Cramer,  district  superintendent  Rex,  Ore. 
Reserve— John  A.  Beck,  pastor,  Walla  Walla,  Wash. 

Xfoy— Martin  Schreiber,  retired  farmer,  2306  Nebraska  Avenue, 
Salem,  Ore.  Reserve— August  Mueller,  merchant  Spokane,  Wash. 

SAINT  LOUIS  CONFERENCE 


Delegates 

CALIFORNIA  GERMAN  CONFERENCE 
Loy— Richard  W.  Hilmer,  701  Sun  Building,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Reserve— Alexander  Quandt  874  Guerrero  Street,  San  Francisco, 
Calif. 

CENTRAL  ALABAMA  CONFERENCE 
— Walter  L.  Brown,  physician,  1200  1st  Street  Birmingham, 
Ala.;  Lee  W.  Lynn,  shipping  clerk,  647  South  6th  Street  Gads¬ 
den,  Ala.  Reserve— L.  M.  Points,  teacher,  910  Christian  Street, 
Alexander  C^,  Ala.;  ^iUiam  J.  Echols,  undertaker,  412  North 
16th  Street  Birmingham,  Ala. 

CENTRAL  TENNESSEE  CONFERENCE 
Ministerial — Harry  L.  Upperman,  minister-teacher,  president  Bax¬ 
ter  Seminary,  Baxter,  Tenn.;  G.  W.  Florence,  pastor,  Lexington, 
Tenn. 

DAKOTA  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial — E.  D.  Kohlstedt  corresponding  secretary  Board  of 
Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension,  1701  Arch  St,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.;  W.  E.  Hartung,  pastor,  Deadwood,  S.  D.;  R.  G.  Rinkler,  pas¬ 
tor,  Parker,  S.  D.;  E.  E.  Hunt  district  superintendent  Lock  Box 
764,  Watertown,  S.  D..  Reserve — J.  P.  Jenkins,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  624  West  11th  Street  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. 

HINGHWA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
Ministerial — GeorTC  W.  Hollister,  Hinghwa,  Fukien,  China; 
Tien  H,  Lin,  Shanffhai,  China.  Reserve — H.  L.  Sang,  pastor,  Ng 
Sauh,  Hinghwa,  Fukien,  China;  U.  C.  Ua,  district  superintendent, 
Hankong,  Fukien,  China. 

Loy — G.  B.  Lau,  teaching,  Hinghwa,  Fukien,  China;  D.  L.  Chau, 
teaching,  Hinghwa,  Fukien,  China. 

LOUSIANA  CONFERENCE 

Mtfiufsrial— Calvin  S.  Stanley,  pastor,  4129  Willow  Street  New 
Orleans,  La.;  Hubbard  Daniels,  district  superintendent,  2416  Mag¬ 
nolia  Street  New  Orleans,  La.;  Walter  S.  Chinn,  pastor,  1923 
Marengo  Street  New  Orleans,  La.  Rerervs— Joseph  E.  Rolax, 
pastor,  Lake  Charles,  La.;  William  H.  Jones,  pastor.  New  Iberia, 
La.;  Wade  H.  Hampton,  district  superintendent  Opelousas,  La. 

MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE 
Mtnufariol— Samuel  L.  Parish,  pastor,  Winona,  Minn.;  John  W. 
Holland,  pastor,  866  Holly  Ave.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Herbert  G.  Leon¬ 
ard,  pastor.  Red  Wing,  Minn.;  John  E.  Bowes,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  Albert  Lea,  Minn.  Reserve — Willard  I.  Kern,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  814  Seventh  Street  S.  E.,  Rochester,  Minn.;  John  A. 
Rinkel,  pastor,  Mankato,  Minn. 

NORTH  CHINA  CONFERENCE 
Lay— Wan  L.  Hsu,  education,  Changli  Hui  Wen  Middle  School, 
Chihli,  China;  Tu  Liang,  student  work,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Peking,  China.  RMsrvs-^Ching  H.  IJ,  secretary,  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Tientsin;  Chia  E.  Liu,  principal,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Tientsin. 

NORTH  DAKOTA  CONFERENCE 
Ministerial — Edward  P.  Robertson,  president  Wesleyan  College, 
University  Station,  Grand  Forks,  N.  D.;  Charles  L.  Wallace,  dis- 


Ministeri<d— Fred  W.  Wahl,  district  superintendent,  4018a  Greer 
Ave.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  I.  M.  Hargett,  pastor,  Kansas  City,  Mo.; 
Wm.  RUey  Nelson,  district  superintendent,  460  East  Grand  Ave., 
Springfield,  Mo.;  R.  H.  Schuett,  pastor,  6166  Kingsbury  Ave.,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.;  J.  Fred  King,  district  superintendent,  1746  Grand  Ave., 
Carthage,  Mo.;  J.  Charles  Gilbreath,  district  superintendent,  Sedalia, 
Mo.  Reserve- William  W.  King,  president  Ozark  Wesleyan  Col¬ 
lege,  Carthage,  Mo.;  Harvey  A.  Jones,  pastor,  440  South  Elmwood, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.;  D.  Wesley  Britton,  pastor.  Independence,  Mo. 


SHANTUNG  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
Ministerial — Perry  O.  Hanson,  principal  of^  school,  lola,  Kan.; 
Chang  T.  Wang,  district  superintendent,  Tsinan,  China. 

TENNESSEE  CONFERENCE 

W.  Lewis,  pastor,  919  First  Ave.,  South, 
Nashville,  Tenn.;  Samuel  M.  Utley,  teacher.  Edge  Hill  Street, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  Reserve — J.  O.  Dixon,  district  superintendent, 
Springfield,  Tenn.;  Daniel  N.  Burch.  Sheibyvillp.  Tenn. 


WISJST  VIKGINIA  CONFERENCE 
Ministerial— Claude  E.  Goodwin,  pastor,  Huntington,  W.  Va.; 
Dantel  Westfall,  business  manager  Advocate,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Harry 
C.  Howard,  district  superintendent.  Wheeling,  W.  Va.;  Charles 
F.  Anderson,  pastor,  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.;  A.  H.  Rapking,  rural 
^eci^ist  West  Virgmla  Wesleyan,  Buckhannon,  W.  Va.;  Charles 
C.  Stater,  pastor,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.;  James  Albert  Wells,  dis¬ 
trict  supermtendent,  Elkins,  W.  Va. 


Lay— Charles  L.  Scholl,  printer,  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.;  Ellis 
A.  Yost,  lawyer,  Huntington,  W.  Va.;  Charles  W.  Evans,  insurance, 
Fairmont,  W.  Va.;  William  T.  Williamson,  vice-president  Tele¬ 
phone  Co.,  Charleston,  W.  Va.;  Riley  B.  Nay,  merchant.  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.;  Mrs.  J.  U.  Joliffe,  Weston,  W.  Va.;  John  Raine,  lumber¬ 
man,  Rainelle,  W.  Va.  Reserve — Ulysses  G.  Yoimg,  lawyer,  Buck¬ 
hannon,  W.  Va.;  Charles  H.  Hartley,  agricultural  extension,  Mor¬ 
gantown,  W.  Va.;  William  H.  Rardin,  lawyer,  Beckley,  W.  Va. 


Revised  List 


SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  CONFERENCE 
Ministerialr—F.  M.  Larkin,  secretary  California  State  Church 
Federation,  442  Chamber  of  Commerce  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.; 
F.  G.  H.  Stevens,  pastor,  1860  N  Street,  Fresno,  Calif.;  Merle  N. 
Smith,  pastor,  829  North  Los  Robles,  Pasadena,  Calif.;  A.  P.  Shaw, 
pastor,  712  East  88d  Street,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.;  George  A.  Warmer, 
pastor,  760  South  Burlington  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.;  G.  Bromiey 
Oxnam,  pastor,  447  Chamber  of  Commerce  Bldg.,  I^s  Angeles, 
^lif.;  A.  Ray  Moore,  executive  secretary  of  Conference  Claimants’ 
Endowment  Funds,  446  Chamber  of  Commerce  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.;  A.  W.  Shamel,  pastor,  2002  Oakdale  Street,  Pasadnia,  Calif.; 
E.  C.  Jannusch,  district  superintendent,  1424  Barrett  Road,  Los  An- 
geles,  Calif.  Reserve — A.  J.  Hughes,  district  superintendent,  6706 
Bay  Shore  Walk,  Long  Beach,  Calif.;  L.  T.  Guild,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  447  Chamber  of  Commerce  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. : 
J.  L.  Corley,  Conference  director  of  religious  education,  446  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


Ballenger,  L.  O.  Copelam 
W.  R.  S^art,  Mrs.  Margaret  Locke  Coates,  J.  R.  Cain,  A.  I 
Hickson,  F.  G.  Taggart,  R.  W.  Hilmer.  Reserve — H.  V.  Hunte: 
Earl  Cranston,  C.  I.  D.  Moore. 
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•  Contributed  Editorial 

General  Pershing  Answers  His  Own 
Question 


IN  his  address  at  the  opening  session  of  the  American 
Legion  at  its  Paris  Convention,  General  John  F. 
PeasHiNG  expressed  in  a  very  sincere  and  impressive 
manner  a  wistful  wonder  as  to  why  war  is  not  banished 
from  the  world.  He  had  evidently  been  deeply  impressed 
with  the  colossal  waste  and  foolishness  of  war.  He  asked 
a  question  which  has  occurred  to  millions,  “Why  cannot 
nations  settle  their  differences  in  the  same  rational  man¬ 
ner  as  individuals?”  He  said:  “Those  who,  like  the  men 
of  this  Legion,  know  what  war  is,  are  wondering  why  the 
nations  may  not  learn  to  deal  with  each  other  by  follow¬ 
ing  the  same  code  of  honor  we  demand  between  individuals ; 
why  theft  and  violence  on  the  largest  scale  are  less  wicked 
than  petty  stealing ;  why  prejudice  and  passion  are  more 
excusable  in  ten  million  men  than  in  merely  one.” 

A  few  weeks  later  General  Pershing’s  question  was  par¬ 
tially  answered  in  a  very  effective  way  by  a  man  for 
whom  the  whole  American  people  have  great  respect  and 
admiration — one  General  John  F.  Pershing.  In  an  article 
in  the  November  number  of  McCall’s  Magazine,  entitled 
“Dear  War  Mothers,”  General  Pershing  pleads  with  the 
mothers  not  to  be  influenced  by  what  he  calls  “pacifism.” 
In  no  place  in  that  article  does  he  give  any  indication 
of  what  he  means  by  “pacifism.”  At  one  place  he  indi¬ 
cates  that  he  is  referring  to  those  who  criticize  imperial¬ 
ism  and  militarism.  But  a  very  legitimate  inference  of 
his  warning  against  the  malicious  influence  of  so-called 
“pacifists”  ia,ithat  apyone  obgecting  to  the  projects  of 
the  War  Department,  including  the  schemes  for  military 
training  for  students  and  civilians,  is  unpatriotic  and  an 
enemy  to  the  good  of  the  nation. 

Here,  General  Pershing,  is  an  answer  to  your  question 
why  war  is  not  abolished.  There  are  many  other  reasons. 
But  one  of  the  strongest  is  that  illustrated  by  your  article. 
The  minute  that  concrete  proposals  or  steps  are  taken  to 
establish  peace  and  abolish  war,  as  soon  as  genuine  peace 
sentiments  that  have  a  cutting  edge  and  are  not  harmless 
generalities  are  uttered,  the  air  is  full  of  shrill  cries  from 
generals  and  admirals  and  military  bureaucrats  stating 
that  these  things  and  the  persons  who  advocate  them  are 
not  one  hundred  per  cent  patriotic.  The  hue  and  cry  is 
raised  against  organizations  and  persons  working  against 
the  militarization  of  the  country.  In  an  atmosphere  of 
heated  emotionalism  professional  patriots  rush  around 
composing  black  lists  of  people  whose  patriotism  is  sus¬ 
pected  ;  lists  containing  very  often  the  names  of  some  of 
the  most  distinguished  and  most  useful  citizens  of  the 
country.  The  powerful  forces  of  social  constraint  are 
exerted  to  keep  people  in  the  mental  lock-step  favorable 
to  militarism. 

^^■G'Overnor  William  E.  Sweet,  of  Colorado,  speak¬ 
ing  at  the  National  Council  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
put  this  truth  very  effectively  when  he  protested  against 
the  disposition  of  many  to  exclude  from  the  pulpit  refer¬ 
ences  to  peace  and  the  various  proposals  and  methods  of 
attaining  world  peace.  “During  the  war,”  he  said,  “we 
were  told  that  if  we  would  only  hate,  and  hate  hard  enough, 
we  wouldn  t  need  to  hate  any  more.  Service  flags  were  dis- 
played  in  church,  the  sale  of  liberty  bonds  was  exploited 
in  church — everything  incidental  to  the  prosecuting  of 
the  war  was  urged  in  church;  but  now  the  very  people 
who  had  encouraged  these  things  were  aroused  if  there 


was  any  serious  pulpit  reference  to  the  great  problem  of 
world  peace.” 

One  of  the  blackest  clouds  on  the  whole  international 
horizon  is  the  fact  that  the  ruling  minds  in  so  many  of 
the  nations  are  still  thinking  in  terms  of  competitive 
armament.  As  an  editorial  in  The  Independent  forcefully 
said  a  few  days  ago:  “The  men  who  constitute  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Cabinet,  the  men  who  sit  at  conferences  in  Geneva, 
the  men  in  fact  who  govern  every  nation  in  Europe  to¬ 
day  except  Russia,  are  the  same  men  in  type,  education, 
intellect,  and  habit  of  thought  who  brought  on  the  war 
of  1914.  They  sent  ten  million  men  to  their  graves. 
They  would  do  so  again  tomorrow,  not  consciously  per- 
haps,  but  through  their  blind  stubbornness  in  being  un¬ 
willing  to  relinquish  the  tools  of  nationalism  which  brought 
on  the  wholesale  slaughter.” 

In  this  Armistice  Day  season  it  is  well  to  see  clearly 
this  enormous  obstacle  in  the  way  of  establishing  peace- 
insuring  machinery  and  to  dedicate  ourselves  to  the  task 
of  removing  it. 

Our  Own  Book-of-the-Month  Club 

Forasmuch  as  many  have  taken  in  hand  to  con¬ 
duct  a  Book-of-the-Month  Club,  it  seems  good  to^ 
us  also  to  get  into  the  business  of  telling  the  wait¬ 
ing  millions  what  book  to  read  next  month.  There  is  now 
just  launched  a  religious  book-of-the-month  club  as  well 
as  the  original  one  on  which  it  is  patterned. 

We  submit  our  first  nomination  with  considerable- 
trepidation.  It  will  not  be  unanimously  popular.  True, 
it' is  beautifully  written 'with  rare  poetic  art  but  it  is  not 
diplomatic.  It  is  very  radical  in  spots ;  many  will  not 
find  it  in  the  popular  style.  If  it  comes  to  the  attention 
of  the  new  intelligentsia”  it  will  be  condemned  as  terribly 
conservative  in  its  morals.  Many  super-patriots  would 
like  to  order  out  the  militia  to  suppress  it  on  account  of 
its  dangerous  internationalism.  It  will  not  suit  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Tribune.  But  it  is  the  best  book  we  know.  Here 
it  is :  The  Gospel  of  L/uke. 

China  Emergency  Need 

MONG  the  many  angles  and  tangles  of  the  mission- 
ary  emergency  in  China,  one  aspect  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  has  never  received  anywhere  near  the  atten¬ 
tion  it  deserves.  That  is  the  emergency  thrust  upon  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  through  the  necessity  of  bring¬ 
ing  a  large  number  of  missionaries  out  of  China  and  many 
of  them  across  the  Pacific  to  their  homes  in  the  United' 
States. 

The  $150,000  asked  for  by  the  Board  does  not  cover" 
the  whole  cost  which  must  be  met.  If  any  Methodist 
congregation  were  asked  the  question:  “What  would  you 
have  done  with  this  company  of  missionaries  and  their 
families,  forced  to  leave  China,  many  of  them  at  the  great¬ 
est  personal  loss  to  themselves?”  the  only  answer  pos¬ 
sible  would  be:  Pay  for  their  home-coming  and  reimburse- 
their  losse's.  This  is  not  only  an  inescapable  duty  of  the- 
Church ;  it  is  a  task  which  should  bring  both  the  heartfelt 
love  of  and  pride  in  the  representatives  of  the  Church  and 
kingdom  6f  God  in'  China.  About  this  Emergency  Fund 
there  is  no  question  of  policy  or  any  debatable  matter. 
Contributions  should  be  sent  to  Morris  W.  Ehnes,  Treas¬ 
urer,  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York.  T 
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In  an  Age  of  Aviation 

Are  We  Becoming  Thrill  Addicts? 

Some  Reflections  on  the  Limits  of 
Locomotion 

By  P.  Whitwell  Wilson 

Of  the  Staff  of  “The  New  York  Timet” 

A  MID  the  plaudits  of  two  It  is  not  wrong  to  applaud 
continents  a  number  of  courage.  Indeed,  the  world 
gallant  airmen — Lind-  will  always  prefer  a  bad  man 
bergh,  Chamberlin,  Byrd,  and  who  is  brave  to  a  good  man 
their  comrades — ^have  con-  who  is  a  coward.  Moreover, 
quered  the  Atlantic  ’  Ocean,  the  full  use  of  the  body. 
Their  exploits  have  been  cele-  whether  in  the  gymnasium  or 
brated  in  headlines  of  the  on  the  race  track,  is  not  a  sin. 


press,  in  parades  through  the  streets  of  great  cities,  and  St.  Paul  himself  loved  the  athlete,  and  David  never  tired 


in  all  the  exuberant  ceremony  of  welcome,  of  audiences 
with  statesmen  and  monarchs,  and  of  decoration  with 
medals  and  other  honors.  In  the  annals  of  mankind, 
here  has  been  an  event  that  marks  an  epoch. 

Most  people  are  considering,  therefore,  the  practical 
question  how  the  use  of  the  air  for  human  flight  will  affect 
the  conduct  of  war  and  of  commerce,  the  pursuit  of  pleas- 


of  recording  the  audacious  deeds  of  his  mighty  men. 

Even  sensation,  so  usually  condemned  by  preachers, 
is,  like  laughter,  one  of  God’s  many  gifts.  It  is  He  who 
has  endowed  us  with  the  ability  to  astonish  one  another 
and  to  be  astonished.  Genuine  enthusiasm  is  wholesome, 
nor  should  the  attempt  be  made  to  repress  it. 


ure,  and  the  distribution  of  news  and  of  mail.  To  this, 
as  to  every  other  development  of  machinery,  our  exist¬ 
ing  civilization  has  to  be  adjusted. 


Are  We  Becoming  Thrill  Addicts? 

But  sensation  may  be  carried  to  extremes.  To  use 
a  phrase,  recently  coined,  we  may  become  thrill  addicts. 


Will  Aviation  Have  Any  Bearing  on  Religion? 

There  arises  a  further  question,  not  less  important, 
which  is  apt  to  be  overlooked.  This  furore  over  aero¬ 
nautics — what  bearing,  if  any,  has  it  upon  religion?  Is 
not  this  an  aspect  of  the  case  for  which,  in  our  enthusi¬ 
asm,  we  might  spare  a  thought? 

There  have  been  eras  of  faith,  eras  of  art,  eras  of 
science,  eras  of  discovery.  We  have  been  plunged,  head 
over  heels,  into  an  era  of  locomotion.  Every  day  as 
it  dawns  is  spent  by  an  ever  increasing  number  of  people 
on  the  duty,  or  pleasure,  tis  the  case  may  be,  of  moving 
from  one  place  to  another.  There  are  four  automobiles 
for  flve  homes.  There  is  a  vast  traffic  on  the  railroads. 
There  are  student  trips  to  Europe.  It  is  to  an  experience 
of  perpetual  motion  that  we  are  subjecting  the  human 
soul. 

The  Popular  Religion  of  High  Speed 
and  Movement 

Multitudes  of  men  and  women  have  come  to  regard 
mere  movement,  apart  from  its  object,  if  it  has  one,  as 
an  absolute  good  in  itself.  To  be  somewhere  else  is  their 
religion,  and  anybody  who  manages  to  move  by  some  new 
method,  or  to  scnne  new  place,  or  over  some  immense  dis- 


When  our  Lord  was  tempted  of  the  devil.  He  wondered 
whether  it  would  not  create  a  great  sensation  if  He  cast 
Himself  down  from  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple.  If  He 
refrained,  it  was  because  sensation  was  not  enough.  To 
stir  the  senses  is  not  to  save  the  soul,  and  it  was  salva¬ 
tion  that  the  world  then  needed.  Possibly  it  is  salva¬ 
tion  that  the  world  needs  to-day. 

Travel  is  good.  Our  Lord’s  final  command  was,  “Go 
ye  into  all  the  world,”  and  His  evangel  has  spread  as  far 
as  any  flight  by  aircraft.  But  it  is  the  object  of  travel 
that  should  be  examined.  What  is  better — to  fly  like 
an  eagle  over  land  and  sea  and  carry  yourself  alone,  or, 
like  St.  Christopher,  to  cross  one  river  with  another  on 
your  back?  Christ  did  not  merely  move;  He  bore  our 
griefs  and  carried  our  sorrows.  Indeed,  as  far  as  the 
east  is  from  the  west,  so  far  did  He  remove  our  trans¬ 
gressions  from  us.  He  was  no  passenger,  but  a  pilot. 

In  Christ,  therefore,  movement  as  an  ideal  was  per¬ 
fected.  He  “went  about,”  but  it  was  in  order  to  do  good. 
He  wanted  men  to  move,  not  merely  from  place  to  place, 
but  from  darkness  to  light,  from  sickness  to  health,  from 
death  to  life.  The  humblest  doctor,  after  all,  who  stays 
where  he  is  and  alleviates  the  pain  of  a  single  patient, 
makes  more  difference  to  the  actual  life  of  man  than  does 


tance,  or  some  high  speed,  is  accorded  by  public  opinion 
what  in  the  Roman  Empire  would  be  described  as  divine 
honors.  Peary  reaches  the  Pole ;  nobody  matters  but 
Peary.  Lindberj^  reaches  Paris;  nobody  matters  but 
Lindbergh.  So  with  a  woman  who  swims  the  channel  or 
a  man  who  runs  quickly  over  a  measured  mile.  They 
are  saluted  as  idols.  The  standard  of  eminence  is  geo¬ 
graphical,  and  he  alone  is  great  who  can  get  over  the 
ground. 

In  dealing  with  this  adulation,  we  need  to  discriminate. 


anyone,  however  eminent,  who,  in  an  airplane,  merely 
skims  the  surface  of  sorrow  and  suffering. 

The  Church  and  the  Snare  of  Popular  Applause 

With  the  exuberance  of  the  aerodrome,  then,  the 
church  cannot  and  should  not  try  to  compete.  What  she 
has  to  offer  is  not  the  risk  to  life  but  the  gift  of  life; 
not  cancer  as  a  parallel  of  latitude  on  the  map,  but  can¬ 
cer  as  a  scourge  to  be  defeated.  No  millions  will  gather 
in  our  day,  at  any  rate,  to  applaud  a  scientist  like  Madame 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  ST.  LOUIS 

Flying  over  San  Diego,  California,  at  the  start  of  the  historic  flight  which  ended  at  Paris 


Cune,  a  missionary  like  Father  Damien,  or  a  pastor  like  admirers.  He  flew  to  Europe  in  order  to  see  Europe; 
George  Herbert.  But  they  are  the  people  who,  silent  and  seeing  Europe  is  the  one  thing  that  he  was  not  per- 
as  leaven  hidden  in  three  measures  of  meal,  are  exercising  mitted  to  do. 
the  real  influence  over  the  destinies  of  mankind. 


Much  Travel  Does  Not  Assure  Abundance 

of  Life 

It  is  by  no  means  certain  that  volume  of  transit  means 
abundance  of  life.  Take  the  commuter.  So  accomplished 
a  person  is  he  in  the  art  of  movement  that,  in  the  evening, 
he  is  able  to  return  to  the  precise  place  from  which,  in 
the  morning,  he  set  out.  Oscillation  is  excellent,  but  is 
it  advance?  May  not  a  man  spend  years  of  his  life  in 
a  day  coach  without  getting  anywhere? 

The  airman  is  a  commuter  who  has  acquired  a  grand 
manner.  He  sets  out  from  New  York,  not  for  Long 
Island,  but  for  Paris  and  Berlin.  He  also  retufms  to 
the  precise  place  from  which  he  started.  His  trip  amid 
the  clodds  has  been  no  more  and  no  less  an  additional 
oscillation — Douglas  Fairbanks  seizing  a  curtain  and 
leaping  through  the  air  from  window  to  window  of  his 
enchanted  castle.  It  leaves  him  the  same  man  that  he 
was.  It  leaves  Paris-,  Berlin,  and  New  York  unchanged 
as  cities. 

To  the  fullness  of  life,  movement  as  movement  adds 
nothing.  “Great  men,”  it  has  been  said,  “do  not  travel,” 
and  it  is  the  eyes  of  a  fool,  according  to  Solomon,  that 
are  on  the  ends  of  the  earth.  No  artist,  when  on  the 
move,  can  draw  with  a  steady  hand.  No  scientist,  when 
,  on  the  move,  can  look  through  his  microscope  and  his 
telescope  with  a  steady  eye.  As  Wadsworth  teaches  us, 
“we  live” — not  by  noise,  not  by  vibration,  not  by  dust, 
not  by  hurry,  and  not  by  seasickness,  but — “by  admira¬ 
tion,  hope,  and  love” ;  and  the  advice  of  the  psalmist  is 
that  we  “be  still”  if  we  would  know  that  He  is  God. 

Bernard  Shaw  is,  broadly  speaking,  against  all  travel. 
As  he  assures  us,  he  knows  the  United  States  by  staying 
in  England.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  certainly  the  fact 
k  that  what  educates  you  when  you  travel  is  only  what 
m  you  have  eyes  to  see.  As  a  mental  stimulus,  speed  and 
I  distance  and  altitude  and  direction  count  for  nothing. 

I  I^indbergh  himself  is  better  aware  of  this  than  are  his 


Craving  for  Excitement  Means  Life  Fails 
to  Satisfy 

To  the  eagerness  for  locomotion  there  is  a  sad  side. 
The  craving  for  excitement  means  that  life  itself  has  failed 
to  satisfy.  We  run  after  what  we  have  not  got,  and  we 
run  away  from  what  we  do  not  like.  If  we  exaggerate 
the  heroism  of  the  airman,  it  is  because  there  is  other 
heroism  that,  we  have  ignored.  We  abandon  our  vision 
of  the  Best,  and  we  find  that  the  second  best,  the  third 
and  fourth  best,  are  but  empty  substitutes  for  the  soul 
within  us.  It  is  Christ,  and  only  Christ,  in  whom  all 
things  are  to  be  seen  in  a  true  proportion.  If  there  be 
a  false  value  attached  to  peregrinations  by  air,  by  land, 
by  water,  it  is  because,  failing  adequately  to  worship 
Him,  we  have  yet'to  discover  the  place  where  we  can 
abide. 


A  Few  Lines  of  Thought 

By  Roy  Smith 

— I  know  a  man  who  goes  out  every  morning  looking 
for  a  job  and  afraid  he  will  find  work. 

Too  many  preachers  commit  the  crime  of  overwork 
^when  they  move  they  take  the  whole  working  organ¬ 
ization  with  them. 

— The  church  is  not  made  up  of  people  who  are  better 
than  the  rest,  but  of  people  who  are  trying  to  become 
better  than  they  are. 

— One  reason  why  some  people  do  not  believe  in  shouting 
about  religion  is  because  they  do  not  have  enough  to 
begin  shouting  about. 

— I  believe  in  the  church,  not  because  she  has  attained 
perfection,  but  because  she;  refuses  to  lose  confidence  in 
the  possibility  of  perfection. 

— ^The  church  is  guilty  of  many  imperfections,  but  that 
is  partly  because  she  has  preached  such  standards  of 
perfection  that  her  own  failures  are  painfvilly  apparent. 
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American  High  Lights  and 
Deep  Shadows 

By  the  Rev.  Albert  D.  Belden 

8upertnt0nd«nt,  WhU«fi«l^$  Omtral  MUiion,  London 


f  are  only  impressions.  To  pretend  that  a 

'  two-months’  visit  to  a  portion  of  a  vast  continent 
“*■  warrants  authoritative  statements  as  to  the  char¬ 
acter  and  destiny  of  a  great  people  would  be  foolish.  One 
can  only  state  what  one  has  seen  and  felt,  leaving  the 
reader  to  judge  as  best  he  may  of  the  merit  of  such  im¬ 
pressions.  Added  to  a  store  of  such  verdicts,  they  may 
help  towards  an  eventual  perspective  that  may  be  quite 
sound. 

It  was  the  writer’s  privilege  in  this  tour  to  cover  some 
6,000  miles  of  American  territory  and  to  address  no  less 
than  26,500  souls,  not  counting  radio  listeners-in.  Every¬ 
where  he  met  with  the  most  extraordinary  kindness  and 
hospitality,  and  everywhere  he  was  deeply  impressed  by 
the  vigor,  enterprise,  and  brave  idealism  of  American  life. 

Traveling  very  late  one  night  over  the  ferry  that 
plies  across  the  Hudson  from  Jersey  City  to  New  York, 
the  writer  enjoyed  the  fairylike  spectacle  of  the  illu¬ 
minated  downtown  skyscrapers,  which  include  the  won¬ 
derful  Woolworth  and  Telephone  Buildings.  From  the 
multitudinous  windows  of  these  modem  towers  of  Babel 
twinl^ed.  innumerable  points  of  light,  a^d  between  these 
giddy  heights  there  yawned  deep  abysses  of  shadow.  One 
could  not  but  accept  the  symbolism  of  the  scene.  That 
is  America!  A  land  of  high  lights  and  deep  shadows — 
its  promise  gigantic  and  scintillating  in  a  thousand  ways 
yet  haunted  by  possibilities  as  grim  as  they  are  numerous. 

The  Shadow  of  Religious  Quackery 

It  is  so,  for  example,  in  religion.  Nowhere  in  the 
world  is  there  such  a  high  religious  feiwor,  such  splendid 
masses  of  man  power  ready  for  the  service  of  all  ideals, 
such  elaborate  equipment  of  organization,  yet  nowhere 
in  the  world  is  religion  more  overcast  with  the  shadow 
of  religious  qtiackery,  A  kind  of  youthful  rawness  still 
overhangs  many  aspects  of  American  life,  from  half- 
made  country  towns  to  the  cheap  culture  that  pprsses  with 
many  for  education.  Many  and  great  allowances  can 
be  made  for  this  condition,  especially  as  it  affects  those 
parts  of  America  more  remote  from  Europe.  It  is  ac¬ 
quiescence  in  such  rawness  that  calls  for  criticism,  es¬ 
pecially  where  it  includes  the  Christian  ministry.  “Get 
to  know  quick”  is  as  pernicious  a  tendency  in  America 
as  “Get  rich  quick.”  No  ministry  can  feed  the  modem 
flock  of  God  on  other  folks’  sermon  outlines,  magazine 
articles,  or  mere  literary  digests.  Without  deep,  wide, 
and  hard  reading  and  strong  personal  thinking  a  revolt¬ 
ing  shallowness  that  destroys  both  poise  and  power  set¬ 
tles  like  a  blight  on  the  ministry. 

Nothing  happier  could  be  desired  for  the  religious 
life  of  the  world  than  that  the  mass  of  fine,  devoted  Amer¬ 
ican  manhood  and  womanhood  at  present  so  greatly  vic¬ 
timized  by  religious  adventurism  should  be  brought  over 
to  the  tme  service  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  This  can  only 
be  the  work,  however,  of  a  ministry  whose  culture  is  real 


and  profound. 

Only  the  men  who 
really  know  can 
conquer  the  colos¬ 
sal  pretense  at 
knowledge  that  af¬ 
flicts  a  certain 
type  of  American 
preacher. 

Save  the  Flock 
of  God  from 
Hirelings 

Sinclair  Lewis, 
in  “Elmer  Gan¬ 
try,”  makes  an  at¬ 
tack  on  the  moral 
character  of  the 
American  minis¬ 
try  that  is  a  sheer 
outrage,  but  he  is 
painfully  near  the 
mark  when  he  ex¬ 
poses  the  vulner¬ 
ability  of  the 
American  public 
to  the  sensational 
evangelist  and  the 
theological  quack, 
and  the  ill  pre¬ 
paredness  of  many 
of  the  orthodox  LIGHT  AND  SHADOW 

niini^ry  to  “From  the  multitudinous  windows  of 

the  nock  of  God  these  modem  towers  of  Babel  twinkled  in- 
from  such  hire-  numerable  points  of  light,  and  between 
lings.  Is  this  too  these  giddy  heights  there  yawned  deep 

straight  a  w  o  r  d 
from  an  English ' 

minister  to  his  American  brethren?  It  is  certainly  not 
offered  in  mere  criticism,  but  in  a  real  “love  of  the  breth¬ 
ren,”  and  gladly  does  the  writer  acknowledge  the  stren¬ 
uous  efforts  being  made  all  over  America,  and  especially 
in  the  Eastern  States,  to  lift  the  standard  of  the  ministry 
and  to  make  theological  degrees  mean  something.  There 
is  a  modernism  which  is  essential  to  the  fundamentals  of 
our  holy  faith.  Christianity  is  no  static  archaism,  but 
the  onward  march  through  our  history  of  the  living  Christ 
who  claimed,  be  it  remembered,  that  a  true  scribe  of  the 
.Kingdom  must  “bring  forth  from  his  treasury  things 
new  and  old.” 

It  was  the  writer’s  privilege  to  attend  on  this  tour 
four  summer  conferences,  including  the  Lakeside  Bible 
Conference  and  the  great  original  Chautauqua.  He  can¬ 
not  praise  too  highly  this  feature  of  American  religious 
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life*  To  capture  the  golden  days 
of  a  perfect  summer  for  the  quest 
of  quests,  to  harness  the  beauty 
spots  of  such  a  glorious  land  to  the 
work  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  this 
is  consummate  statecraft.  The 
eager  .crowds  that  gather  in  this 
way  are  a  sheer  delight  to  meet, 
and  in  such  achievements  America 
is  well  beyond  England.  If  only 
into  such  new  bottles  waiting  to  be 
filled  there  can  be  poured  the  true 
new  wine  of  the  Kingdom,  then 
great  and  salutary  transformations 
may  occur  in  American  life. 

The  Prohibition  Adventure 

The  same  general  position  is  re¬ 
flected  in  the  case  of  prohibition. 

Here  the  most  thoroughgoing  moral 
experiment  ever  attempted  by  a 
civilized  nation  since  Britain’s 
emancipation  of  her  slaves  is  mov¬ 
ing  slowly  to  a  triumphant  climax. 

Yet  dark  shadows  of  lawlessness 
still  gather  about  the  effort.  The 
situation  is  incidentally  eloquent  of  the  inherent  lawless¬ 
ness  of  the  drink  traflSc  and  of  the  corrupting  effects  of 
alcoholism  upon  citizenship. 

In  the  writer’s  considered  judgment,  however,  the 
shadows  are  succumbing  very  steadily,  if  not  swiftly,  to 
the  light.  It  was  surely  too  much  to  expect  that  after 
the  socieil  diSfeurbance  of  th^  Gffeat  War  period  so  ex- 
a  tensive  a  measure  as  prohibition  could  be  enforced  with 
*  immediate  completeness.  The  situation  appealed  irre¬ 
sistibly  to  the  sense  of  adventure  stimulated  in  youth  by 
the  war,  and  that  appeal  for  a  time  threw  American  youth 
off  its  normal  balance.  After  one  has  carried  through 
the  hip-flask  act  of  derring-do,  half  a  dozen  times,  how¬ 
ever,  the  interest  begins  to  wane,  and  counsels  of  better 
citizenship  reassert  themselves.  In  any  case,  it  Would 
be  worth  while  wrestling  with  this  lawlessness  for  a  gen¬ 
eration  to  secure  the  full  effects  of  freedom  from  alcohol. 

A  friend  of  the  writer’s  took  the  risk  of  succumbing 
to  the  blandishments  of  a  tout  for  a  **speak-easy”  in  New 
York.  He  drank  nothing  stronger  than  ginger  ale, 
.  though  he  had  to  pay  for  a  highball.  It  proved  to  be  a 
very  tame  affair,  poorly  patronized,  and  full  of  pitiful, 
nervous  precautions  against  the  minions  of  the  law.  If 
it  is  at  all  typical  of  such  efforts  in  so  notoriously  wet- 
minded  a  center  as  New  York,  then  the  drink  traffic  is 
well  on  the  run. 

In  two-months’  journeying  over  a  dozen  cities,  and, 
as  already  stated,  some  6,000  miles  of  American  terri¬ 
tory,  the  writer  saw  only  one  drunken  man  (and  he  was 
on  a  country  road),  a  number  all  too  easily  eclipsed  on 
one  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  in  a  British  vessel.  He 
was  deeply  impressed  by  the  cleanness  of  such  a  notorious 
thoroughfare  as  Broadway,  New  York.  Comparison  with 
a  similar  popular  highway  in  any  of  our  big  British  cities 
■  would  at  once  call  attention  to  the  presence  of  alcoholic 
influences  in  the  latter. 

The  American  churches  must  not  let  prohibition  down. 
Dr.  George  W.  Shelton,  of  Pittsburgh,  speaking  at  the 
Whitefield’s  men’s  meeting  here  in  London  a  Sunday  or 
so  ago,  made  a  very  sharp  attack  upon  Dr.  Johnston 


Ross  for  a  statement  in  The  Chris¬ 
tian  World  to  the  effect,  “I  detest 
prohibition!”  Prof.  Ross’  reputa¬ 
tion  is  such  that  one  at  once  un¬ 
derstands  what  the  context  of  such 
a  statement  must  be.  He  is  evi¬ 
dently  sensitive  to  the  apparent  ele¬ 
ment  of  compulsion  on  a  moral 
question  involved  in  prohibition, 
but  even  granted,  though  the 
writer  dissents  strongly  from  this 
verdict,  that  prohibition  is  not  a 
true,  moral  method,  nevertheless  to 
pejrmit  it  to  fail  will  be  a  colossal 
moral  disaster,  not  only  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  but  to  the  world.  The  reaction 
towards  drinking  would  be  simply 
enormous  and  devastating.  For 
this  reason,  and  also  because  the 
liquor  trafiSc  of  the  world  is  op¬ 
posing  all  its  strength  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  experiment,  the  British 
churches  are  morally  and  spirit¬ 
ually  bound  eventually  to  come 
into  line.  Steps  are  already  being 
taken  in  this  latter  direction,  and 
prohibition  movement  is  already  in 

American  Churches  Shy  of  the  Labor  Movement 

One  found  churchmen  and  ministers  much  more  shy 
of  labor  attachments  in  America  than  in  Britain.  The 
Aplanation’ seems  to  be  that  American  labor ‘has-in  the 
past  contained  stronger  elements  of  violence  than  the 
British,  and  also  a  very  great  admixture  of  foreign  peo¬ 
ples.  Yet  in  some  ways  the  American  churches  are  ahead 
of  the  British,  as,  for  example,  in  their  official  sympathy 
with  labor.  We  have  in  England  an  Industrial  Sunday, 
similar  to  America’s  Labor  Day ;  but  it  is  a  very  par¬ 
tially  observed  affair,  and  such  a  message  as  has  been 
issued  by  the  Social  Service  Commission  of  the  Federal 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  for  Labor  Sunday  cer¬ 
tainly  surpasses  anything  that  would  be  possible  just 
now  in  England.  Yet  the  church  of  Jesus  the  Carpenter 
should  have  a  most  zealous  care  for  the  **common  peo¬ 
ple”  and  deep  sympathy  for  their  strivings,  however 
blind  and  foolish  they  may  be  at  times,  after  a  full  and 
true  life.  It  is  fatal  to  the  future  well-being  of  society 
for  the  churches  to  become  identified  exclusively  with  the 
middle  classes  and  the  money-bags  of  society.  Her  mis¬ 
sion  is  to  all  souls  whatsoever. 

Space  forbids  one’s  attempting  the  big  problem  of 
international  relations,  which  must  he  reserved  for  an¬ 
other  time,  but  there  is  another  urgent  test  question  for 
America  which  may  be  cited  as  full  of  both  light  and 
shadow — the  color  problem.  Here  tragedy  and  comedy 
walk  hand  in  hand,  and  sinister  possibilities  tread  swiftly 
on  the  heels  of  noble  achievement.  As  servants  of  all 
kinds,  the  Negroes  prove  admirably  efficient,  and,  as  one 
found  over  and  over  again,  eminently  companionable,  too, 
with  their  bubbling  sense  of  humor,  yet  a  strong  under¬ 
current  of  resentment  at  the  policy  of  social  segregation 
can  be  Sensed  rather  than  felt.  Whilst  the  white  race  is 
not  without  its  nervousness  in  regard  to  the  question, 
the  one  thing  the  modem  world  must  not  do  with  the 
color  problem  is  to  drift  before  it.  “Grasp  your  nettle” 


Dr.  Belden  Saj^s: 

N owhere  in  the  world  is  religion 
more  overcast  with  the  shadow  of  re¬ 
ligious  qvMckery  than  in  America. 

“Get  to  know  quick”  is  as  pernicious 
a  tendency  in  America  as  “Get  rich 
quick.”  No  ministry  can  feed  the  mod¬ 
em  flock  of  God  on  other  folks*  sermon 
outlines,  magazine  articles,  or  mere 
literary  digests. 

There  is  a  modernism  which  is  es¬ 
sential  to  the  fundamentals  of  our  holy 
faith.  Christianity  is  no  static  archa¬ 
ism,  but  the  onward  march  through  our 
history  of  the  living  Christ. 

The  American  churches  must  not 
let  prohibition  down. 

It  is  fatal  to  the  future  well-being 
of  society  for  the  churches  to  become 
identified  exclttsively  with  the  middle 
classes  and  the  money-bags  of  society. 
Her  mission  is  to  dll  souls  whatsoever. 


a  British  national 
being. 
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is  sound  advice  in  every  situation,  and  the  churches  should 
devise  a  definite  pi^cy  here.  Unless  the  white  man  can 
take  the  colored  races  to  his  heart  he  will  get  them  over 
the  head.  It  is  not  a  policy  of  mawkish  sentiment  that 
is  needed,  but  a  well  thought-out  and  quite  explicit  policy 
of  education  and  culture  sharing.  Above  all,  mere  color 
prejudice  must  be  surmounted,  and  here  those  who  know 
Christ  can  find  in  Him  the  strength  and  the  courage  to 
lead  the  way.  The  writer  found  Americans  quite  willing 
and  eager  to  discuss  this  matter  in  a  reasonable  and 


happy  spirit,  and  he  has  been  profoundly  interested  inj 
some  of  the  brave  attempts  being  made  to  grapple  with 
it.  Indeed,  one’s  concluding  verdict  might  well  be  that 
the  virile  American  spirit  is  as  ready  as  ever  it  was  to 
break  fresh  ground  and  pioneer  new  conquests.  •  The 
spirit  of  adventure  is  abroad  in  the  great  republic,  and 
we  may  expect  therefore  to  see  upon  its  soil  some  of  the 
mightiest  spiritual  and  moral  victories  of  our  time.  Any.- 
thing  that  a  Britisher  is  permitted  to  do  to  aid  in  such 
achievements  he  may  well  count  a  privilege  indeed. 


The  Association  Opposed  to  All 

Prohibitions 

A  Warning  to  the  United  States  by  Red-Blooded  Disciples  of  Personal  Liberty 

* 

Contributed  for  Use  of  the  Proposed  Association  by 
Bishop  Ernest  G.  Richardson 

Atlanta,  Oeorpia 


WE  ABE  organizing  an  association  opposed  to 
all  prohibitions.  We  intend  to  be  captains  of 
our  own  souls.  We  are  going  to  brook  no.  inter¬ 
ference  in  any  of  our  personal  habits  from  anybody.  We 
will  violate  all  laws  that  interfere  with  our  personal 
habits.  We  will  demand  the  repeal  of  all  such  laws.  We 
will  incite  everyone  to  violate  these  laws  until  they  are 
repealed.  We  serve  notice  on  the  country  and  on  indi¬ 
vidual  States  that  such  legislation  must  stop. 

As  we  travel  around  we  see  everywhere  signs  forbidding 
spitting.  We  are  forbidden  to  spit  on  platforms,  in  cars, 
on  sidewalks.  We  intend  to  spit  wherever  we  please.  We 
ask  everyone  else  to  do  the  same.  Let  no  power  take 
away  from  us  the  privilege  of  spitting  anywhere. 

Sometimes  we  find  signs  forbidding  smoking.  They 
attempt  to  stop  us  from  smoking  in  the  subways.  On  the 
street  cars  we  are  told  we  can  smoke  in  only  certain  seats. 
We  are  warned  against  smoking  in  factories.  We  are 
prohibited  frwn  smoking  in  the  movies.  There  are  hotel 
dining  rooms  that  do  not  allow  smoking.  All  this  must 
be  abolished.  We  claim  the  right  to  smoke  whenever  and 
wherever  we  please.  We  will  do  this  regardless  of  any 
laws  or  regulations  that  may  be  passed. 

We  find  everywhere  certain  laws  interfering  with  our 
locomotion.  Almost  everywhere  they  have  speed  limits 
for  travel.  Frequently  in  cities  we  have  one-way  streets. 
Traflic  is  regulated  by  certain  lights.  We  intend  to 
spurn  all  these  regulations.  We  will  travel  where,  when, 
and  how  we  please  until  all  these  laws  are  abolished. 

Scmie  States  have  passed  laws  against  gambling.  We 
regard  such  laws  as  an  unwarranted  interference  with  our 
divine  rights.  We  will  bet  all  we  want  to  on  every  occa¬ 
sion  that  we  feel  like  it.  We  demand  that  all  regulations 
that  try  to  interfere  with  gambling  be  abolished.  Mean¬ 
time  we  will  strenuously  violate  them. 

There  are  many  prohibitory  laws  that  have  been 
passed  that  relate  to  immigration  questions.  On  return¬ 
ing  to  the  country  from  a  trip  abroad  the  law  attempts 
to  limit  us  to  $100  only  of  imported  goods  except  we 
pay  a  duty.  We  propose  to  bring  in  any  amount  we  wish 
without  paying  any  duty.  We  will  lie  and  deceive  to 
accomplish  our  purpose.  We  regard  it  as  outrageous 
that  a  quota  has  been  fixed  governing  the  incoming  of 


immigrants.  We  demand  that  these  quotas  be  removed 
at  once.  If  the  law  is  not  repealed  we  shall  bootleg  in 
all  of  our  friends  or  relatives  that  we  please  regardless 
of  the  law.  We  also  object  to  import  duties  on  many 
things.  We  claim  the  right  to  bring  in  any  amount  of 
tobacco  and  liquor  and  narcotics  that  we  please. 

We  demand  the  repeal  of  all  laws  governing  the  sale 
of  narcotics.  If  we  want  the  kick  from  opium  or  heroin 
or  any  other  narcotic,  it  is  our  business.  We  should  have 
the  privilege  of  securing  any  amount  of  any  narcotic 
that  we  want. 

In  some  States  there  are  laws  prohibiting  the  carry¬ 
ing  of  revolvers  or  bowie  knives.  This  is  an  unmitigated 
impertinence.  If  a  gentleman  or  a  lady  wants  to  wear 
a  revolver  or  razor,  it  is  no  one’s  else  business.  We  will 
carry  all  the  weapons  we  please.  We  demand  the  repeal 
of  this  law  that  tries  to  interfere  in  our  personal  habits. 

There  are  many  laws  that  try  to  regulate  the  morals 
of  the  community.  These  laws  were  originated  by  a  set 
of  meddling  fanatics.  We  demand  the  immediate  repeal 
of  them  all.  The  United  States  must  repeal  the  Mann 
Law.  This  is  an  unwarranted  interference  with  a  per¬ 
son’s  personal  liberty.  There  are  many  States  that 
have  passed  laws  against  adultery.  These  are  all  un¬ 
warranted  interference  with  personal  habits,  and  we  will 
violate  them  and  demand  their  repeal  because  they  can 
never  be  enforced. 

The  statute  books  are  filled  with  many  prohibitions 
on  minor  matters.  The  sale  of  fireworks  for  the  proper 
celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  is  either  restricted  or 
abolished.  We  cannot  parade  in  the  interests  of  their 
ideals  without  a  police  permit.  These  and  many  similar 
prohibitory  regulations  are  all  wrong  and  must  be  speed¬ 
ily  nullified. 

All  of  these  prohibitory  laws  are  incapable  of  en¬ 
forcement.  They  lack  the  popular  approval.  This  is 
shown  by  the  many  violations  after  the  laws  have  been 
long  on  the  statute  books.  Juries  also  frequently  acquit 
those  charged  with  violations  of  these  laws. 

All  who  will  join  us  in  this  association  opposed  to 
all  prohibitions,  please  send  their  names  and  addresses  in 
to  the  author  at  the  publication  office  of  this  paper. 

(Signed)  Ignace  Johann  Umberto  Patrick  Fish. 
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Christmas  Offering  Envelopes 

^  XT  M  ^ _ _ _ 


An  offering  of  $500,000  for  our  missionary  work 
^  among  the  children  of  many  lands  is  asked  from 
the  churches  and  Sunday  schools  of  Methodism 
during  the  Christmas  season  this  year  by  the  World  Serv¬ 
ice  Agencies,  comprising  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension,  Board 
of  Education,  Board  of  Hospitals,  Homes,  and  Dea¬ 
coness  Work,  Board  of  Temperance,  Prohibition,  and 
Public  Morals,  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief,  and  the 
American  Bible  Society.  This  appeal  was  authorized 
by  the  executive  committee  of  the  World  Service  Com¬ 
mission  at  its  October  meeting. 

Sample  Christmas  offering  envelopes  and  folders  are 
being  mailed  out  to  every  Methodist  pastor  and  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  from  the  office  of  the  World  Serv¬ 
ice  Agencies,  at  740  Rush  Street,  Chicago.  These  will 
be  available  in  any  quantity  desired  by  any  church  with¬ 


out  charge.  World  Service  credit  on  apportionment  it 
given  to  each  church  for  any  offering  coming  from  either 
the  church  or  Sunday  school  to  this  special  $600,000 
fund. 

■A  splendid  opportunity  is  presented  to  the  churches 
and  Sunday  schools  of  Methodism  to  bring  brightness 
and  cheer  to  the  needy  children  of  many  other  lands  as 
well  as  our  own,”  says  the  appeal  of  the  World  Service 
Agencies.  “What  finer  Christmas  gift  than  that  can  we 
make  in  memory  of  Him  whose  birth  we  are  so  soon  to 
celebrate  again?  It  is  that  the  Spirit  of  the  great  Giver 
Himself  may  be  spread  through  the  nations  of  the  earth 
that  this  Christmas  offering  is  proposed.  A  Christmas 
offering  of  half  a  million  dollars  will  set  the  joybells  ring¬ 
ing  throughout  Methodism  everywhere.  It  will  be  the 
announcement  to  a  waiting  world  that  the  hosts  of  Meth¬ 
odism  are  again  advancing.” 


West  Texas  Conference  Entertained  By 
St.  Paul  Church,  San  Antonio 


T.  PALL  CHURCH  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  is  seat 
of  the  West  Texas  Conference  in  its  next  sitting, 
November  30,  1927.  By  many  it  is  regarded  as 
our  best  church  in  the  vast  Methodist  empire  of  the  South¬ 
west.  To  become  its  pas¬ 
tor  is  to  reach  the  peak 
of  the  ambition  of  not  a 
few  of  the  most  deserving 
and  proficient  men  of  the 
two  Texas  Conferences. 
In  St.  Paul  and  its  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  War¬ 
ren,  fortunately  two  fac¬ 
tors  for  great  good  are 
well  met.  It  is  doubtful 
if  resident  Bishop  R.  E. 
Jones,  searching  his  en¬ 
tire  area,  could  have 
found  for  this  pastorate 
a  man  better  fitted  by 
character,  preparation, 
personal  traits,  experi¬ 
ence,  achievement,  and 
congenial  relationship 
with  laymen  and  minis¬ 
ters  generally  than  is 
The  Rev.  J,  W.  Warren  J.  W.  Warren. 

His  career  is  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  triumph  of  a  mother’s  wish  and  prayer. 
Young  Warren’s  father  preferred  he  should  be  a  physi¬ 
cian,  but  his  mother  wanted  him  to  be  a  minister.  It  was 
a  quiet  Christian  home  into  which  he  was  bom.  Its  pious 
atmosphere  was  supplemented  by  the  pronounced  accent 
which  the  village  church  placed  upon  the  value  of  the 
spiritual.  This  trio — home,  mother,  church — ^won  him  at 
twelve  years  of  age  to  the  Kingdom  and  its  work.  The 
ministerial  urge  within,  bolstered  by  native  ambition,  im¬ 
pelled  him  through  the  public  schools  of  his  home  town. 


thence  to  Wiley  College,  Marshall,  Texas.  He  later  fin¬ 
ished  his  educational  preparation  at  Clark  University 
and  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  at  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Reading,  travel,  and  contacts  added  to  this  equipment 
and  contributed  much  to  the  development  of  that  culture 
and  urbanity  of  spirit  which  mark  him  as  a  minister  of 
fine  parts,  capable  of  constructive  service  and  leadership. 

This  is  borne  out  by  the  record  of  his  achievements  in 
the  ministry.  He  immediately  inspires  confidence  of 
others  in  himself.  The  appointing  powers  have  uniformlv 
entrusted  him  with  the  most  responsible  positions  and  pas¬ 
torates  in  the  Conference.  Since  his  first  appointment 

Yoakum,  Texas,  in  1905,  to  this  date,  he  has  wonder¬ 
fully  succeeded  as  preacher,  pastor,  builder,  financier, 
soul  winner.  From  Yoakum  he  went  to  Webster  Chapel 
at  Victoria.  Here  one  hundred  souls  were  added  to  the 
church.  This  and  other  elements  of  success  caused  the 
bishop  to  appoint  him  superintendent  of  the  district. 
Immediately  he  championed  the  interests  of  Sam  Huston 
College,  Austin,  Texas,  of  which  the  late  versatile,  much 
beloved  Reuben  S.  Lovinggood  was  then  president.  For 
this  school  Warren  raised  $900  in  one  year  as  his  dis¬ 
trict’s  contribution  to  education  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Conference,  apart  from  the  other  quota  for  regular 
benevolences. 

From  Victoria  District  the  bishop  sent  him  to  Wesley 
Chapel,  the  college  and  community  church  of  Austin,  Tex. 
He  guided  Wesley  out  of  debt  and  increased  its  member¬ 
ship  by  300  persons.  Here  he  also  served  on  the  faculty 
of  Sam  Huston  during  this  four-year  pastorate.  Mean¬ 
while  he  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  college  since  1910. 
Again  his  qualities  of  leadership  bring  him  to  superin¬ 
tendency  of  a  district — this  time  the  Dallas.  Here  he 
writes  a  chapter  of  achievements  that  can  never  be  erased. 
Eight  new  parsonages  were  built,  costing  $14,000;  seven 
new  projects  were  set  up  in  unoccupied  fields  at  a  cost 
of  $12,000;  $2,600  spent  in  purchasing  new  church  sites; 
$22,225  was  raised  for  Centenary  and  World  Service; 
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and  $135,000  for  nine  new  church  buildings — making  a 
grand,  total,  not  including  ministerial  support,  of  more 
than  $185,000.  Above  all,  1,800  accessions  to  the  church 
are  recorded,  600  of  whom  were  conversions.  After  a 
short  pastorate  at  St.  Andrew,  Fort  Worth,  where  a 
$26,000  debt  was  greatly  reduced,  the  Conference  needed 
his  experience,  foresight,  and  industry  at  strategic  St. 
Paul,  San  Antonio,  where  he  is  to  entertain  the  Confer¬ 
ence  in  its  fifty-fourth  session. 

The  West  Texas  is  a  development  of  the  original  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Mission  Conference,  the  central  focus  of  all  our 
work  in  the  Southwest.  Bishop  Jones  will  find  in  this 
outljring  Conference  of  his  broad  area  the  heartiest  co¬ 
operation  in  the  big  problems  of  Kingdom  building.  His 
cabinet  consists  of  six  stalwart  leaders,  tried  and  true 
builders,  who  have  a  keen  pride  of  achievement.  These 
men  have  an  interest  that  reaches  to  Conference  bounds 


and,  beyond,  to  the  very  confines  of  the  area  and  the 
great  church.  They  are  District  Superintendents  J.  L. 
S.  Edmondson,  J:  H.  Childs,  S.  E.  Blacknell,  K.  W.  Mc¬ 
Millan,  J.  G.  Brown,  and  J.  W.  Downs.  Other  faithful 
Conference  officers  are  the  Revs.  J.  W.  Weakley,  treas¬ 
urer;  R.  S.  Mosby,  statistician,  and  C.  W.  Franklin,  sec¬ 
retary.  Judging  from  past  observation,  the  entire  Con¬ 
ference,  laymen  as  well  as  ministers,  will  endeavor  to  excel 
all  previous  records.  Statistically  the  Conference  has  104 
traveling  ministers;  14,000  full  members;  177  Sunday 
schools,  with  an  enrollment  of  7,500;  176  church  build¬ 
ings;  seventy-nine  parsonages,  with  combined  valuation 
of  more  than  $860,000. 

With  their  widely  known  reputation  for  intelligent 
hospitality,  the  St.  Paul  congregation  and  citizens  of  San 
Antonio  in  general  will  make  this  the  most  profitable  ses¬ 
sion  ever  held  of  this  growing  Conference. 


How  We  May  Aid  the  Pastor 

in  His  Work 

By  Mrs.  E.  F.  Best 


HOW  we  can  assist  the  pastor  in  his  work  is  a 
very  important  matter  to  be  considered  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  conscientious,  helpful  co¬ 
operation  of  the  members  of  the  church  and  congregation 
are  necessary  for  the  success  and  upbuilding  of  the  church. 
Many  seem  to  think  that  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  hire  a 
minister  and  pay  him  a  paltry  sum.  And  very  often  he 
doesn’t  get  that;  or,  if  he  does  get  it,  he  has  to  wait  so 
long  and  patiently  that  if  the  spirit  of  Christ  did  not 
dwell  in  his  heart,  he  would  feel  like  resigning  his  posi¬ 
tion  to  earn  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  The  con¬ 
gregation  should  provide  a  comfortable  home,  and  do 
all  they  can  to  make  the  salary  they  have  agreed  to  pay 
the  pastor  a  certainty.  In  this  way  he  will  be  relieved 
of  much  care  and  be  unencumbered  to  give  his  undivided 
attention  to  pastoral  duties  and  to  gather  in  sheaves  for 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest. 

In  hundreds  of  cases  the  parish  would  be  as  dead  as 
a  doornail  if  it  were  not  for  the  untiring  energy  of  the 
women  of  the  church.  They  are  the  mainspring  of  all  the 
religious  organizations,  and  by  their  ceaseless  work  and 
activity  galvanize  the  parish  which,  but  for  them,  would 
continue  in  a  polar  paralysis. 

Now  let  us  consider  briefly  how  we  can  assist  and  en¬ 
courage  the  pastor — ^how  we  can  cheer  his  heart  by  ear¬ 
nest  co-operation. 

One  great  help  is  to  work  in  the  Sabbath  school — to 
teach  the  pupils  the  truths  of  the  Bible,  and  win  them 
over  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  The  best  class  for  a  teacher 
who  really  means  to  work,  and  who  loves  it,  is  the  one 
she  organizes  for  herself  from  the  wayside  by  her  per¬ 
sonal  magnetism  of  smile,  voice,  and  touch.  No  other 
will  interest  her  so  deeply,  task  her  resources  so  thor¬ 
oughly,  or  reward  her  labors  so  abundantly.  Children, 
like  adults,  are  attracted  to  one  person  more  than  to  an¬ 
other;  but  many  more  might  be  brought  into  the  fold  of 
Christ  if  there  were  only  scouts  enough  in  search  for  them. 
Then  the  parents  should  be  visited,  their  point  of  view 
and  their  circumstances  learned,  and  reported  to  the 
clergyman.  He  will  thereafter  visit  them,  and  by  pa¬ 


tient  tactfulness  win  them  for  Christ  and  the  church.  In 
this  way  many  burdens  would  roll  oflF  the  minister’s  back. 
But  you  may  say,  “Everyone  has  not  the  time  for  such 
work.”  For  such  teachers  there  are  ready-made  classes. 
The  Sunday-school  scholars  keep  the  church  alive  and  are 
sources  whence  the  waste  and  loss  are  supplied.  It  is 
important,  therefore,  that  these  springs  be  not  poisoned 
by  indifference  or  neglect,  and  that  these  recruits  be 
trained  as  earnest  helpers  for  God  and  the  ciiurch. 

One  can  aid  the  pastor  by  taking  an  active  part  in 
one  of  the  several  departments  of  the  Epworth  League. 
You  can  make  strangers  welcome.  You  can  gain  their 
acquaintance  and  report  them  to  the  minister.  You  can 
visit  the  sick ;  you  are  needed  in  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society 
to  assist  in  planning  entertainments  for  the  benefit  of 
the  church,  and  thus  augment  the  finances. 

It  is  our  duty  to  support  the  pastor  right  straight 
through  in  whatever  he  undertakes  for  the  good  of  the 
church,  even  when  we  do  not  quite  see  his  viewpoint.  Per¬ 
haps  you  will  say  your  plan  is  better  than  his.  The  ques¬ 
tion,  however,  with  regard  to  which  plan  is  best  should 
be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  pastor.  In  the  last  analysis 
he  is  responsible.  The  question  for  you  is  whether  you 
will  submit  yourself  to  your  spiritual  guide,  gladden  his 
heart  by  your  good  will,  and  strengthen  his  hands  by  your 
influence  and  example,  or  whether  you  will  set  yourself 
up  in  opposition  to  him,  and  give  occasion  for  a  dissension 
in  the  parish,  possible  retardation  of  his  work,  and  con¬ 
sequent  weakening  of  his  power  to  do  good. 

Now  in  a  community  that  is  not  overweighted  with 
reverence  for  anything  or  anybody,  and  that  would  just 
as  soon  incite  a  quarrel  with  their  minister  as  to  eat,  it 
would  be  a  good  idea  to  remember  this  rule.  You  can 
assist  him  by  paying  attention  and  taking  an  interest  in 
his  preaching.  You  will  soon  detect  that  you  never  gave 
your  whole  prayerful  attention  to  any  sermon,  even  the 
poorest,  without  getting  some  good  from  it — something 
that  will  stimulate  in  you  a  train  of  spiritual  thoughts 
that  would  make  you  feel  as  if  you  had  talked  face  to 
face  with  God.  And  since  our  Lord  assumed  human  flesh 
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with  the  pains,  weaknesses,  and  temptations  belonging 
thereto  for  the  work  of  atonement,  it  is  not  strange  that 
those  He  calls  to  the  work  of  teaching  in  His  name  should 
be  men  of  like  passions  and  infirmities. 

Someone  will  say,  “J  am  sick  of  hearing  people  talk 
about  ministers’  toils  and  sacrifices  as  if  they  were  not 
paid  for  it.”  When  you  send  for  a  clergyman  at  mid¬ 
night  to  baptize  your  child,  do  you  pay  him  for  it  ?  When 
he  visits  you  in  your  desolation,  and  teaches  you  how  to 
assume  “the  garment  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heavi¬ 
ness,”  do  you  pay  him  for  it?  When  he  leads  you  step 
by  step  down  into  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  never 
letting  go  your  hand  until  he  puts  it  in  the  strong,  tender 
hand  of  Christ,  do  you  pay  him  for  it?  And  while  year 
after  year  he  watches  for  your  soul  as  one  who  must 
give  account,  battling  with  your  indifference,  patient 
with  your  infirmities,  gentle  with  your  prejudices,  sor¬ 
rowing  over  your  lapses  into  sin,  carrying  you  daily  be¬ 
fore  the  throne  of  grace  and  wrestUng  with  God,  as  Jacob 
of  old,  for  a  blessing  on  you  and  yours,  do  you  pay  him 
for  it?  Does  that  mean  service  by  day,  service  by  night, 
service  in  sickness,  service  in  health,  service  of  head  and 
heart,  service  of  prayer  and  teaching,  service  of  care  and 
counsel,  of  watching,  of  warning,  of  forbearence,  of  con- 
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solation?  Are  all  his  kindly  affections  and  quiet  chari¬ 
ties,  every  sympathetic  tear  reckoned  as  bought  and  paid 
for  in  a  paltry  sum? 

If,  in  addition  to  this,  he  chooses  to  hold  himself  at 
the  beck  and  call  of  every  sick  woman  and  dying  man, 
though  such  claimant  never  entered  his  church  or  gave  a 
cent  toward  his  salary,  let  it  be  accounted  as  a  deed  of 
kindness  and  the  loving  gift  of  a  generous  heart.  Do 
not  think  that  because  he  is  paid  for  conducting  puUic 
worship  he  is  also  paid  for  kneeling  at  your  bedside  and 
commending  your  soul  to  God. 

In  the  first  place,  love,  sympathy,  and  private  pray¬ 
ers  are  not  bought  and  sold  in  the  market. 

In  the  second  place,  if  they  were,  they  would  com¬ 
mand  a  higher  price. 

Lastly,  remember  him  in  your  prayers;  carry  him 
daily  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  implore  the  gracious 
Father  to  incite  him  to  noble  deeds,  that  with  the  volume 
of  inspiration  in  his  hand  and  its  teachings  on  his  lips 
he  may  go  from  strength  to  strength  and  from  glory  to 
glory  until  pastor  and  people  meet  in  that  heaven  above 
and  enter  into  the  rest  prepared  for  the  people  of  God. 
ST.  John’s  methodist  episcopal  chuech,  Hudson,  n.  y. 


Georgia  Leaders  Evidence  Good  Will 

Negro  Americans  Digging  In 


AT  THE  Southeastern  Fair,  held  in  Atlanta  in  Octo- 
ber,  the  Negro  exhibit  was  a  striking  evidence  of 
progress  on  the  part  of  the  Negro  jferms,  iTomeisj 
and  schools  of  the  State.  Occupying  the  whole  floor  of 
the  Agricultural  Building,  it  packed  a  space  of  20,000 
square  feet  with  a  remarkable  display  of  farm,  home,  and 
school  products — the  work  of  Georgia’s  best  rural  Negro 
citizenship.  Nineteen  county  exhibits  were  in  evidence, 
many  of  them  elaborate  and  inclusive;  a  large  number 
of  schools  contributed  the  best  work  of  their  pupils,  and 
in  addition  there  were  individual  exhibits  running  into 
the  thousands,  chiefly  beautiful  specimens  of  handcraft 
and  needlework. 

On  every  hand  were  encouraging  evidences  of  diversi¬ 
fied  farming,  soil  improvement,  seed  selection,  better  mar¬ 
keting,  meat  production,  and  other  characteristics  of  pro¬ 
gressive  agriculture.  That  the  farm  women  are  keeping 
pace  was  indicated  by  an  endless  array  of  canned  fruits, 
vegetables,  artistic  needlework,  and  hand-made  articles 
of  taste  for  the  home. 


The  counties  represented,  for  the  most  part,  were 
those  in  which  Negro  farm  and  home  demonstration 
agents  are  employed,  of  whom  there  in  the  'State”  twelve 
men  and  fifteen  women.  The  exhibits  grew  largely  out 
of  their  efforts  to  improve  rural  conditions  and  methods, 
and  to  raise  the  level  of  Negro  life  in  general.  The  re¬ 
sults  constituted  a  remarkable  testimonial  to  the  value 
of  their  work  in  promoting  higher  standards  of  efficiency, 
greater  production,  and  better  citizenship. 

Most  hopeful  of  all,  perhaps,  were  the  school  displays, 
which  were  vast  and  varied.  These  consisted  not  only  of 
the  usual  school  work— maps,  posters,  essays,  historical 
sketches,  drawings,  and  the  like— but  also  of  an  unbeliev¬ 
able  variety  of  domestic  science  and  manual  training 
products,  indicating  that  the  training  of  mind  and  hand 
is  going  along. side  by  side.  One  of  the  schools  displayed 
a  poster  boasting  the  fact  that  of  its  266  graduates,  not 
one  had  ever  been  convicted  or  accused  of  crime. 

The  exhibit  was  viewed  by  thousands  of  visitors,  and 
received  the  highest  commendation  on  all  hands. 


Council  of  City  Workers 

By  J.  T.  B.  Smith 


A  FOUR-DAYS’  conference  of  Negro  city  workers 
was  held  recently  in  the  Union  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  The 
conference  was  under  the  auspices  of  the  department  of 
city  work  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church 
Extension  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  in  charge  of  the  Rev.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa. 

Among  the  speakers  were  Bishops  Robert  E.  Jones, 
New  Orleans,  La.,  and  Matthew  W.  Clair,  Covington, 


Ky.  Dr.  H.  S.  French  and  Miss  Sampsonj  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa.,  and  Dr.  Newell,  of  New  York,  represented  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions ;  Dr.  J.  T.  Brabner  Smith,  Chi¬ 
cago,  represented  the  World  Service  Commission. 

The  commodious  auditorium  of  the  church  was  prac¬ 
tically  filled  each  evening,  and  the  conference  was  ani¬ 
mated  with  a  spirit  of  hopefulness  and  co-operation.  The 
Rev.  D.  Dewitt  Turpeau  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
conference. 

The  first  day’s  conference  dealt  with  church  build- 
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ings,  referring  to  the  structure,  the  financing,  and  the 
use  for  community  work  as  well  as  worship.  The  second 
'day’s  conference  discussed  the  church  as  a  community 
center,  stressing  its  social  side.  Emphasis  .was  made  on 
the  church  helping  mothers,  the  establishment  of  nurs¬ 
eries,  and  the  teaching  of  wholesome  pastimes  for  the 
children,  the  employment  of  the  people,  and  where  pos¬ 
sible  employment  offices  and  agencies  in  the  church  but 
not  commercialized.  The  club  work  in  the  church  was 
emphasized.  Special  mention  was  made  of  the  co-oper¬ 
ation  of  church  with  other  social  agencies. 

The  third  day  was  given  to  the  attitude  of  the  teen 
and  college  age  Negro  youth  toward  the  church.  Pub¬ 
licity  was  stressed  as  a  means  of  reaching  the  public. 


Daily  papers,  church  papers,  bulletins,  placards,  and 
electric  signs  were  endorsed.  Strong  emphasis  was  laid 
on  the  use  of  the  cross  bn  buildings. 

The  fourth  day  was  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  Ne¬ 
gro  in  industry.  It  was  emphasized  that  the  Negro  was 
becoming  an  industrial  factor  and  less  an  agricultural 
race.  The  Negro  race  is  found  more  in  industry  than 
domestic  service,  and  is  entering  the  skilled  industries  of 
the  country.  The  Negro  is  becoming  an  urban  dweller. 
The  Seven-Day-a-Week  Church  was  endorsed,  and  the 
development  of  race  consciousness  was  discussed.  Em¬ 
phasis  on  the  personal  consciousness  of  the  presence  of 
Christ  in  individual  life  was  given  as  the  supreme  need 
of  the  race. 


Professor  Hall  in  Piano  Recital 

By  George  W.  McCorkle 


A  SSISTED  by  some  of  the  best  talent  in  the  insti- 
tution  in  song  and  literary  compositions.  Prof. 
^  ^Frederick  Hall,  director  of  the  Conservatory  of 
Music  of  Clark  University,  and  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  musicians  in  the  country,  irrespective  of  race  or 
color,  appeared  in  a  unique  recital  Friday  evening,  Oc¬ 
tober  22,  in  Crogman  Chapel  of  Clark  University,  and 
gave  a  feast  of  hi^  own  musical  productions  to  a  large 
and  appreciative  audience. 

The  hour  for  opening  was  8.16.  The  audience  was 
there  at  the  appointed  time  to  witness  an  evening  in  orig¬ 
inal  musical  compositions  by  a  young  Negro  who  has 
made  his  way  to  the  front  by  hard  and  consdientious 
study  and  habits  of  life  that  are  destined  to  put  him  not 
only  in  the  forefront  of  those  of  his  own  race,  but  will 
also  give  him  recognition  among  the  best  musicians  in  the 
world. 

This  is  Prof.  Hall’s  second  year  at  the  head  of  the 
music  department  of  Clark  University,  and  it  is  the  first 
time  the  artist  has  consented,  after  having  been  prevailed 
upon  by  those  who  know  his  worth  and  ability,  to  give  an 
evening  of  his  own  productions.  When  it  was  made 
known  that  Prof.  Hall  would  entertain,  music  lovers  be¬ 
gan  to  look  forward  with  great  anticipation. 


The  first  group  of  compositions  were  “Voice  of  Morn¬ 
ing,”  “Valse,  Elaine,”  and  “Song  of  Triumph.”  Miss 
Mary  Peeks,  an  advanced  student  in  Clark  University 
Conservatory  of  Music,  sustained  her  reputation  as  an 
inspiring  singer  in  giving  two  solos — “Dawn”  and  “Morn¬ 
ing,”  both  arranged  by  Prof.  Hall.  “Carry  Me  Back  to 
Old  Virginny”  and  “Kentucky  Home”  were  sung  by 
Clark  University  choristers. 

At  his  second  appearance  Prof.  Hall  gave  “Sinner, 
Don’t  Let  This  Harvest  Pass”  and  “The  Angels  Changed 
My  Name.”  Miss  Zee  Alfin  Anderson  recited  very  ef¬ 
fectively  “The  Raven,”  by  Edgar  Allen  Poe,  and  “When 
Malindy  Sings,”  by  Paul  Lawrence  Dunbar. 

“At  Twilight,  “Romance,”  “The  Brooklet,”  and 
“Canebreak”  completed  the  program  of  the  evening,  but 
the  loud  applause  did  not  cease  until  the  entertainer  re¬ 
turned  to  the  platform.  Returning  to  the  platform  and 
giving  a  modest  bow.  Prof.  Hall  walked  away — the  idol 
of  music  lovers. 

Prof.  Hall  received  his  A.B.  degree  from  Morehouse 
College,  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  Mus.B.  from  Chicago  Musical  Col¬ 
lege,  and  also  did  special  work  at  Pittsburg  Musical 
Institute,  Winona  School  of  Religious  Music,  and  Indiana 
State  Normal. 


New  York  District  Conference 

By  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Kincade 


IN  THE  city  of  Montclair,  N.  J.,  September  27-29, 
at  St.  Mark’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Jewett,  pastor,  was  held  the  fifth  annual  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  New  York  District  Conference.  At  the  in¬ 
itial  service,  Tuesday  evening,  Dr.  W.  J.  Helm  delivered 
the  annual  sermon  with  telling  effect ;  text,  Num.  13.  30. 
The  Rev.  W.  A.  T.  Miles  made  the  evangelistic  appeal. 
On  Wednesday  morning  the  holy  communion  was  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  district  superintendent.  Dr.  M.  A.  Thomp¬ 
son,  assisted  by  the  pastor.  The  following  organization 
was  effected:  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Kincade,  secretary;  assist¬ 
ants,  the  Revs.  F.  G.  Campbell  and  Edw.  Pearson;  chor¬ 
ister,  the  Rev.  R.  G.  Waters ;  pianist.  Miss  Edna  Waters. 
At  this  pmnt  the  district  superintendent  read  a  very 
comprehensive  report  under  the  heading,  “Findings  and 


Recommendations.”  This  was  followed  by  reports  from 
the  pastors  of  the  district. 

The  Wednesday  afternoon  session  was  devoted  to  the 
Epworth  League  and  Church  School  Convention,  Dr.  R. 
G.  Waters  presiding.  “Making  the  Institute  Program 
Actual  in  the  Local  Charge”  was  discussed  by  Mr.  Hiram 
Pennewell,  and  Dr.  J.  R.  Waters  spoke  on  “The  Primary 
Purpose  of  the  Church  School.”  Fraternal  greetings 
from  the  other  districts  were  given  by  the  Rev.  M.  W. 
Clark,  the  Rev.  S.  G.  Dix,  and  Dr.  J.  T.  Fletcher.  The 
Rev.  R.  W.  Cheers,  of  the  New  York  District,  made  an 
brilliant  response.  One  of  the  features  on  Wednesday 
evening  was  the  young  people’s  hour,  during  which  dem¬ 
onstrations  were  given  by  the  Junior  and  Senior  Leagues 
of  St.  Mark’s  Church,  under  the  general  supervision  of 
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•  Mrs.  McDonald  and  Mr.  George  Taite,  At  this  point 
Dr.  F.  H.  Butler  delivered  an  inspiring  address.  The 
welcome  addresses  subsequently  given  were  of  a  high  or¬ 
der.  The  city  was  represented  by  Mr.  Phillips ;  the  city 
churches  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Love;  St.  Mark’s  Church  by  Mrs. 

Foster.  The  response  for  the  district  was  given 
by  Mr.  Samuel  Bellamy. 

The  Thursday  morning  program  consisted  of  the  reg¬ 
ular  devotional  service,*  followed  by  a  business  session, 
after  which  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Kincade  read  a  paper  entitled 
“Evangelism  for  To-day.”  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Dean  was  then 
introduced  and  addressed  the  Conference  on  the  subject. 
Evangelism,  after  which  he  conducted  an  altar  service. 
The  afternoon  session  was  in  charge  of  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society,  Mrs.  Bessie  Henry,  president. 
The  principal  address  was  delivered  by  Mrs.  May  Leonard 
Woodruff.  Mrs.  M.  A.  R.  Camphor  also  spoke  in  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  jubilee.  At  the  termination  of  this  service 
the  election  of  officers  of  the  Church  School  Convention 
was  held,  and  later  the  installation  service  was  conducted 
by  Dr.  L.  H.  King. 

The  following  also  gave  appropriate  addresses  dur¬ 
ing  the  Conference:  Drs.  J.  Wragg,  L.  H.  King,  T.  H. 
Kiah,  A.  J.  Mitchell,  J.  R.  Waters,  Mr.  P.  M.  Christie, 
and  Dr.  Millard  Robinson;  the  latter  spoke  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Men’s  Council  of  the  New  York  Dis¬ 
trict.  The  devotional  services  during  the  Conference  were 
very  touching.  Those  who  presided  at  the  various  serv- 


«  in  case  of  many  others,  by  the  call  to  arms  during  the  war. 
u't  J  i®  product  of  Princess  Anne  Academy  and,  while  her 
tnuband  studied  at  Gammon,  continued  her  work  in  Clark  Univer¬ 
sity  and  in  the  Gammon  School  of  Missions.  Methodism  is  proud 
of  such  couples  of  devoted  Christian  workers  who  are  appraring 
in  increasing  numbers  to  assist  in  witnessing  for  Christ  in  everv 
sin-torn  community  of  our  country.  '' 


Gammon  Theologfical  Seminary 

Opens 


Gammon  theological  seminary  has 

opened  this  school  year  under  promising  aus¬ 
pices.  A  fine  body  of  new  students  has  entered 
with  a  number  more  yet  to  come  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  Fall  Conferences.  The  attendance  last  year  was 
the  largest  for  quite  a  number  of  years,  and  this  year’s 
numW  promises  to  exceed  that  of  last  year.  The  pro¬ 
portion,  of  college  graduates  and  those  in  college  classes 
is  steadily  increasing. 

Matriculation  Day  was  on  Tuesday,  October  26.  A 
large  attendance  greeted  Prof.  R.  N.  Brooks,  who  deliv¬ 
ered  the  address.  It  was  a  scholarly  and  well-presented 
utterance  on  “The  Preacher  in  American  History.”  It 
showed  accurate  research  and  was  couched  in  excellent 
literary  style.  It  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  a  large 
audience. 

In  the  evening  the  annual  reception  was  held.  It  was 
an  enjoyable  occasion. 


ices  were:  Drs.  S.  J.  Horsey,  R.  G.  Waters,  W.  A.  T. 
Miles,  H.  T.  Johnson,  and  W.  H.  Beck.  The  attend¬ 
ance  during  the  entire  session  was  good,  and  the  hos¬ 
pitality  of  the  people  of  St.  Mark  great. 

Next  year'the  Conference  will  be  held  at  John  Wfesley 
Church,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Hubbard,  pastor. 

Six  Months  in  Advance 

The  Rev.  Seldon  G.  Dix 
is  one  of  the  younger 
group  of  successful 
ministers  of  the  Delaware 
Conference.  He  is  demon¬ 
strating  what  he  set  out  to 
show,  namely  that  an  evan¬ 
gelistic  church  and  a  mod¬ 
ern  community  program  and 
interest  are  not  incompat¬ 
ible,  but  rather  mutually 
supplementary.  In  his  first 
charge,  Orville,  Md.,  he 
threw  the  Interest  of  his 
church  and  the  weight  of 
his  ministry  into  a  health 
program  for  the  community 
and  for  improved  educa¬ 
tional  facilities.  Here  he 
also  succeeded  in  erecting 
a  modern  church  structure 
costing  92,S00,  and  remained  in  this  charge  four  years.  At  the  same 
time,  aided  by  the  momentum  of  those  efforts,  his  church  experi¬ 
enced  one  of  the  most  effective  revivals  of  its  history. 

In  1926  he  was  sent  to  Wittman,  Md.  Here  is  a  small  but 
courageous  congregation.  During  that  year  a  much  needed  financial 
effort  netted  $460,  by  which  this  charge  forged  ahead  as  the  first 
on  the  district  to  raise  its  full  apportionment  for  World  Service 
that  year.  He  was  returned  for  the  second  year,  and  within  sixty 
flays  after  Conference  adjourned  this  ambitious  pastor  had  raised 
on  the  two-point  circuit  a  total  of  $1,538.  And  now,  six  months 
ahead  of  time  for  the  next  session  of  his  Conference,  Brother  Dix 
is  ready  and,  with  his  congregation,  is  anticipating  the  time  for 
making  his  report  with  “nothing  against  him.” 

The  people’s  co-operation  and  loyalty  in  this  charge  are  at¬ 
tributable  to  the  fine  spirit  with  which  the  pastor  administers  his 
Work.  He  promotes  team  work,  and  the  congregation  is  convinced 
Of  his  interest  in  them  and  his  ability  to  help  them.  Both  he  and 
Mrs.  Dix  are  sealous  in  their  work.  Both  are  consecrated  to  the 
wsk  of  the  Kingdom,  having  prepared  themselves  for  efficient  serv- 
«  to  the  call  to  preach,  he  entered  Gammon  in  1919, 

nnishing  there  in  1922.  His  previous  college  work  was  interrupted, 


Rev.  Seldon  O.  Dim 


Balled  Up  in  Church 
Membership 

By  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Mason 

SOME  are  asking.  Is  it  true  that  the  church  is  de¬ 
creasing  in  membership?  We  think  not;  and  yet 
more  are  dying  under  certain  conditions.  They  are 
moving  East,  West,  North,  and  South  without  letters  of 
recommendation.  They  go  to  church  somewhere  in  the 
larger  cities  or  towns,  just  as  the  case  might  be.  The 
pastor  opens  the  door  of  the  church ;  they  go  forward  and 
join.  No  letter!  Sometimes  five,  ten,  or  fifteen.  They 
are  lost  to  the  church  at  “Spanish  Camp.”  This  works 
a  hardship  on  the  “Spanish  Camp.”  The  assessments 
next  Conference  year  are  raised  higher  just  as  if  those 
folks  were  yet  there  that  left  without  letters. 

Thus  .we  see  the  church  members  are  holding  mem¬ 
berships  in  more  than  one  church.  There  is  a  decrease  in 
converts  in  many  quarters  in  the  South.  This  is  indeed 
a  great  loss,  when  few  are  being  bom  into  the  Kingdom 
and  many  dying. 

Let  the  next  General  Conference  make  it  more  im¬ 
perative  on  the  officials  to  notify  the  pastor  when  such 
members  are  preparing  to  move  into  another  charge.  Let 
them  report  same  to  the  minister  in  charge.  This  will 
help  in  various  ways. 

8CHITLENBUE6,  TEXAS. 


— The  devil  loves  a  fad  mind. 

— ^A  word  may  prove  to  be  an  arrow. 

— Controvel-sy  is  a  net  with  a  small  mesh. 

— Peace  within  helps  us  to  bare  pain  without. 

— Slow  dying  is  sometimes  caused  by  fast  living. 
—Personal  righteousness  is  always  shreds  and  patches. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

lamuTAnoarAi.  Son* 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


MICAH  CHAMPIONS  THE  OPPRESSED 

FOURTH  QUARTER.  LESSON  VIII.  NOVEMBER  20 


Soripture  Letttm — Mic.  2.  8,  6;  7.  1-6. 

Unlike  the  first  two  literary  prophets — 
Amos  and  Hosea — ^Micah  preached  to  the 
people  of  the  northern  kingdom,  of  which 
he  was  a  citiien.  He  probably  began  preach¬ 
ing  before  Hosea  closed  his  ministry  in  the 
northern  kingdom.  He  had  a  very  long  min¬ 
istry,  and,  therefore,  must  have  been  a  mod- 
eratdy  young  man  when  he  began  preaching. 
We  may  put  it  down  as  a  rule  that  these 
prophets  of  doom  were  either  young  men 
when  they  began  preaching  or  they  de¬ 
nounced  some  evil  that  was  not  of  long 
standing,  but  which  had  recently  arisen. 
Men  who  grow  old  in  the  midst  of  an  evil 
are  not  apt  to  begin  attacking  that  evil  dur¬ 
ing  their  old  age.  But  we  are  to  remember 
that  tiiMe  preachers  did  not  have  a  special 
congregation  to  which  to  preach  each  week 
as  we  do.  And  they  did  not,  like  the  Sal¬ 
vation  Army  preachers,  go  out  whenever  they 
thought  it  well  and  attract  a  congregation 
to  hear  their  oft-repeated  message.  But  they 
preached  on  special  occasions  when  it  ap¬ 
peared  opportune  and  when  the  Spirit 
prompted  them  to  do  it.  Sometimes  some 
of  them  may  not  have  preached  more  than 
once  in  a  year;  and  sometimes  years  passed 
between  their  sermons.  This  fact  explains 
why  the  books  of  some  of  them  are  so  short, 
while  their  ministry  may  have  covered  many 
years.  The  sermons  in  the  book  of  Micah 
cover  a  period  of  some  thirty  or  forty  years. 
And  yet  a  long-winded  preacher  to-day 
might  rasily'  pi^ch  a  sermon  on  a  Sunday 
morning  as  long  as  all  of  Micah’s  sermons 
put  together.  The  fact  is,  these  prophetic 
messages  were  usually  brief  and  strikingly 
delivered;  and  the  audience  could  easUy 
carry  away  with  them  the  whole  message, 
and  not  merely  an  “impression”  from  the 
sermon,  as  is  frequently,  if  not  usually  done 
to-day. 

When  Micah  preached,  social  conditions  In 
Judah  seem  to  have  been  very  much  the  same 
as  they  were  in  Israel  when  Amos  preached. 
But  Micah  Is  not  concerned  with  the  luxury, 
dissipation,  and  debauchery  of  the  rich,  as  was 
Amos.  The  one  thing  which  he  stresses  and 
denounces  above  every  other  thing  is  the  o^ 
pression  of  the  poor  by  the  rich  as  a  result 
of  the  corruption  of  the  judiciary.  But  the 
oppression  which  he  denounces  seems  to  be 
somewhat  different  from  that  which  Amos 
met.  The  latter  seems  to  have  been  con¬ 
cerned  more  with  city  problems,  while  the 
former  was  concerned  more  with  rural  ones 
— it  is  the.  agrarian  poor  whose  cause  he 
champions.  The  plutocrats  of  Amos’  day 
seem  to  have  oppressed  the  poor  chiefly  by 
cheating  them  out  of  what  they  had  pro¬ 
duced,  somewhat  as  the  merchants,  employ¬ 
ers,  and  controllers  of  the  market  are  fre¬ 
quently  believed  to  do  to-day.  But  the  pluto¬ 
crats  whom  Micah  so  severely  denounces 
seem  to  be  those  who  oppress  the  poor  farm¬ 
ers  by  illicitly  depriving  them  of  their  small 
possessions  and  holdings  in  land,  thereby  re¬ 
ducing  them  to  economic  slavery  or  otherwise 
leaving  them  economically  helpless.  It  was 
the  oppression  of  a  landed  aristocracy  some¬ 
what  as  happened  in  England  during  the  “in- 
dosuret,”  as  happened  in  France  before  the 
French  revolution,  and  elsewhere  in  the  world. 

The  poor  farmer  could  get  no  help  from 
the  court,  for  the  judidary  was  controlled 
Iby  the  landed  aristMrats,  who  always  had  an 
attractive  bribe  to  offer  for  a  decision  in  their 
favor.  And  every  Judge  had  his  price.  Nor 
could  the  cause  of  the  poor  find  a  champion 
in  that  which  should  have  championed  it  in 
the  name  of  Ciod — ^in  the  church.  The  pro¬ 
fessional  ministers — ^the  priests  and  (false) 
prophets — prospered  economically  by  catering 


to  the  rich,  and  so  were  bought  over  and  will¬ 
ing  to  pronounce  God’s  blessings  on  whatever 
the  policy  of  the  rich  should  be.  They  were 
opposed  to  anyone  who  should  chaUenge  the 
justice  of  that  policy.  And  for  them  Micah 
was  a  radical  and  a  heretic.  Therefore,  like 
Hosea  especially  (Hosea  4.  4-11;  9.  7-9),  Mi¬ 
cah  flays  the  priests  and  professional  proph¬ 
ets  along  with  the  heartless  aristocracy  (8. 
6-7,  11,  12).  The  only  hope  the  peasants  had 
was,  like  the  poor  of  Amos’  day,  in  God — 
that  sooner  or  later  He  would  in  some  way 
vindicate  their  cause.  It  would  be  done  in 
the  “day  of  Jehovah”  which,  as  we  saw,  Amos 
referred  to,  and  which  Micah  simply  desig¬ 
nates  “that  day”  (2.  4).  But,  like  the  op¬ 
pressors  in  Israel  and  similar  oppressors 
everywhere  else,  these  Jewish  oppressors  were 
not  at  all  troubled  about  the  coming  of  “that 
day.”  They  said  the  Lord  was  with  them, 
and  no  evil  would  come  upon  them  (8.  11). 
They  were  not  atheists,  nor  were  they  irre¬ 
ligious.  But  for  them  that  any  calamity 
could  come  upon  them,  who  had  and  sup¬ 
ported  God’s  holy  temple  in  their  midst,  was 
im  thinkable. 

But,  imlike  Amos,  Micah  encouraged  the 
poor  in  their  hope  in  God  for  salvation.  He 
assures  them  that  God  will  redeem  them  from 
their  oppression  and  avenge  their  oppressors; 
that  because  of  their  oppression  the  nation 
would  be  destroyed  and  the  oppressors  would 
be  deprived  of  their  ill-gotten  possessions  and 
carried  into  captivity;  and  after  their  pun¬ 
ishment  should  be  eoiwleted,  a  new  nation 
would  arise  in  which  God’s  law  would  pre¬ 
vail,  and  the  poor  remnant  which  will  have 
been  left  in  the  land  would  no  more  be  op¬ 
pressed;  but,  together  with  their  returned  and 
reformed  oppressors,  would  prosper  richly  in 
God’s  blessings  (4.  6,  7). 

BAM  HUSTOK  COLLEGE. 


Jesus  pointed  His  hand  toward  the  dis¬ 
ciples  and 'said,  “Behold  my  mother,  and  my 
brethren!  For  whosoever  shall  do  the  wUl 
of  my  Father,  the  same  is  my  brother  and 
sister  and  mother.” 

Tenderly  cherished  as  were  His  home  rela¬ 
tionships,  there  was  a  higher  bond  and  unity 
among  those  who  gave  themselves  in  the  com¬ 
mon  cause  of  the  Father’s  will  among  men. 
To  be  kinsman  to  Christ  is  the  highest  and 
noblest  reach  of  the  human  soul.  Those  who 
follow  God’s  will  become  to  Him  “brother, 
sister,  mother.” 

What  Doe$  This  Kiruhip  Mean?  It  brings 
a  royal  name,  inheritance,  and  comradeship. 
John  wrote  in  his  first  letter,  enthusiastically, 
“Beloved,  now  we  are  the  sons  of  God  .  .  . 
and  we  shall  be  like  him.”  Can  anyone  be 
like  Jesus?  To  make  men  and  women  like 
Him  was  the  purpose  of  Jesus’  life.  We, 
however,  realise  bow  short  we  come,  and  yet 
say  with  Paul,  “Not  as  though  I  had  already 
attained.  ...  I  press  forward  toward  the 
mark  of  the  prise  of  the  hi^  calling  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus.”  As  Instltuters,  we  sing, 
“More  Like  the  Master  I  would  Ever  Be.” 
Kinship  brings  us  near  Christ,  near  His  radi¬ 
ancy,  His  strength.  Shall  the  failures  of  some 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessow  foe  SuirnAT,  Novembee  20,  1927 

"The  Lord  hath  a  eontroverey  tvith  hie 
people” 

(By  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

It  is  not  wise  to  hold  a  controversy,  with 
God.  What  God  asks  of  us  is  best  for  us, 
or  He  would  not  ask  it;  and  what  He  asks  is 
that  we  “do  justly,  love  mercy,  and  walk 
humbly  with  thy  God.”  The  controversy  is 
over  our  failure  to  meet  these  requirements. 
Instead,  He  says  that  we  devise  iniquity  and 
deliberately  plan  to  sin  in  going  against  Him; 
that  we  covet  the  things  of  earth  and  go 
after  them.  God  is  compelled  to  object  to 
the  sins  of  Israel  or  any  who  go  against  Him. 

If  we  would  live  the  Golden  Text  of  this 
lesson,  it  would  make  us  real  lovers  of  God, 
and  missionaries  in  fact  to  every  condition  of 
men.  There  can  be  no  justice  save  as  God 
is  known  and  revered.  Then  there  will  be 
no  controversy  with  Him.  To  love  mercy 
is  better  than  sacrifice.  Thousands  of  rams 
or  ten  thousand  rivers  of  oil  will  not  answer 
the  claims  of  God  and  men  in  our  lives.  We 
cannot  even  give  our  children  to  God’s  service 
and  thus  excuse  ourselves.  We  ourselves  must 
walk  humbly  with  God  in  doing  our  full  share 
of  the  real  work  of  the  Kingdom. 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  not  doing  their 
best.  God  has  given  to  us,  as  to  Israel  of 
old,  a  land  of  plenty  in  which  we  share  His 
bounties  in  unrestricted  measure.  What  He 
asks  is  that  we  extend  these  gifts  to  others, 
especially  to  the  poor  and  less  favored  in  our 
own  land,  and  that  we  do  not  forget  those 
of  other  races  and  in  other  lands  who  also 
are  our  brothers  and  should  share,  with  us  the 
gifts  of  heaven.  It  is  in  this  obligation  to 
others  that  God  has  a  controversy  with  us. 
We  cannot  be  right  and  pure  unless  we  have 
a  passionate  interest  in  others. 

These  are  the  days  of  unprecedented  ex¬ 
penditures  on  pleasures  of  every  kind.  The 
church  of  God  has  grown  rich  in  many  in¬ 
dulgences,  and  yet  the  hand  of  sympathy  and 
help  for  a  world  in  darkness  is  being  with¬ 
drawn.  Missionary  giving,  praying,  and  liv¬ 
ing  is  not  in  evidence  as  it  has  been  in  recent 
years.  Has  God  not  reason  for  controversy 
with  us.  His  people — and  what  will  we  answer 
to  these  things?  He  does  not  require  hard 
tasks,  but  “to  do  justly,  love  mercy,  and  walk 
humbly  with  thy  God.” 

OAMMOK  SEMINAET. 


deter  us,  or  shall  the  achievements  of  others 
encourage  to  Christlikeness?  Jesus  opened 
the  road  when  He  stated,  “Do  the  will  of  my 
Father.”  Many  have  followed  and  have  be¬ 
come  His  kinsmen. 

How  May  We  Become  Kinsmen  of  Christ? 
Jesus  said,  “Whosoever  doeth  the  will  of  my 
Father,”  and  set  disciples  at  God’s  tasks 
among  men.  Those  who  make  peace  are  called 
“children  of  God.”  Paul  echoed  this,  then, 
when  writing  to  the  Christians  at  Rome  that 
they  were  “sons  of  God,  joint  heirs  with  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,  if  so  be  we  suffer  with  him.”  We 
know  how  devotedly  Paul  followed  the 
Father’s  will,  and  how  surely  he  could  claim 
this  kinship.  He  suffered  with  Christ,  and 
could  witness  that  he  bore  in  his  body  “the 
marks  of  the  Lord  Jesus.”  On  a  similar  path 
another  disciple  became  a  kinsman  of  Christ, 
and  it  was  said  of  him  that  he,  too,  bore  the 
marks  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  A  troubadour  of 
the  Lord  was  Francis  of  Assisi,  a  troubadour 
in  a  sorry  time.  He  was  a  crusader  armed 
only  with  the  weapons  of  love  and  joy.  He 
brothered  mankind  and  natures  children,  and 
found  kinship  with  Jesus. — Epworth  League 
Quarterly. 


Epworth  League  Topic 

NOVEMBER  20 


KINSMEN  OF  CHRIST  (Win-My-Chum) 

(Matthew  12.  60) 
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Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Livingston,  Texas— On  October  23,  at  St. 
L^e  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sunday 
schTOl  was  held  at  9.80  A.  M.  TTie  superin¬ 
tendent  and  a  number  of  ofBcers  were  pres¬ 
ent.  The  opening  service  was  conducted  by 
the  pastor.  At  11.30  A.  M.  the  Rev.  E.  W 
Summers,  pastor,  preached  to  the  delight  of 
all  present,  from  the  text  found  in  Gen.  26. 
18.  The  Rev.  Summers  is  truly  a  great  gos¬ 
pel  preacher,  and  his  sermon  wUl  live  long 
in  the  hearts  of  his  hearers.  We  are  praying 
for  our  pastor’s  return  for  another  year.-- 
H.  L.  Washington,  Reporter. 

Dayton.  Tenn.— Mt.  Olive  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  We  as  members  of  this  charge 
thank  Bishop  Clair  for  his  wise  choice  in 
sendin^g  to  us  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Nash  for  this 
new  Conference  year.  He  has  been  with  us 
for  only  one  Sunday  and  in  one  board  meet¬ 
ing,  and  we  can  see  that  he  will  lead  us  to 
success  this  year.  Sunday,  October  16,  was 
his  first  Sunday  with  us  and  we  raised  for 
moving  expenses,  $16.  We  have  four  churches 
in  this  town,  and  feel  that  our  church  will 
grow,  for  some  of  our  old  members  have  re¬ 
turned  for  work  and  service.  We  ask  the 
prayers  of  the  entire  Conference. — Reporter. 


Inverness,  Miss. — The  amount  raised  on 
Sunday,  October  16,  at  Hale’s  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  was  $787.68.  The 
coming  of  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Stalling  as  pastor 
three  months  ago  has  greatly  increased  the 
membership  and  inspired  the  members  for  a  • 
greater  Hale.  Arrangements  are  now  being 
made  to  remodel  our  church  in  order  to  meet 
the  need  of  the  present  day.  The  Revs.  L. 
R.  Chandler,  L.  S.  Hamblin,  of  tbe  Baptist 
Church,  with  their  good  people,  stood  faith- 
fuUy  with  us.  The  Rev.  F.  P.  Leonard,  our 
pastor  at  Indianola,  Miss.,  and  the  Rev.  W 
I-  ,'r“™er,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  must  be  given  much  credit  for 
the  efforts  put  forth  to  make  the  day  a  suc¬ 
cess.  The  units  reported  as  follows:  G.  Trip¬ 
lett,  $66;  Mrs.  M.  Lamply,  $61.66;  Miss  M. 
Walker,  $60;  Mrs.  M.  Pryor,  $61.80;  R.  Tur¬ 
ner,  $60.60;  D.  P.  Triplett,  $60;  Mrs.  N.  L. 
Walker,  $31  AO;  Mrs.  M.  Harring^ton,  $14; 
T.  Coleman,  $30.16;  Mrs.  G.  B.  Erby,  $36.66; 
G.  Simms,  $62.76;  Mrs.  J.  Loven,  $16.66;  Mrs. 
N.  Brown,  $7.60;  S.  Erby,  $86;  A.  Turner, 
$13;  C.  F.  Walker,  $60;  B.  Bumby,  $10.10; 
Mrs.  SprueU,  $10.14;  Mrs.  Barren,  $12;  Mrs. 
Goodman,  $1.66;  Mrs.  Simms,  $6.26;  public 
collection,  $92.48.  Thus  closed  the  greatest 
day  in  the  history  of  the  church.— Robt. 
Walker,  Reporter. 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

LOUISVILLE  DISTRICT 
Third  Round — Statesman  Chapel,  Novem- 
ber  3;  New  Coke,  6,  7;  Shelby ville,  12,  13; 
Finchvllle,  14;  Owensboro,  December  3,  4; 
^wsport,  6;  Hawes  ville,  6;  Cloverport,  7, 
n  Irvington,*l2;  West 

Point,  13;  Greenville,  14;  Auburn,  16;  Bowl- 
I  o'J*  Green,  17,  18;  Morgan  Town,  19;  Sonora, 
F  ^1;  Lebanon  Junction,  22;  Princeton,  31  to 
January  1;  Eddyville,  2;  Grand  Rivers,  3; 
Smithland,  4,  6;  Hartford,  Beaver  Dam,  7, 
8;  Litchfield,  9-11;  Simpsonville,  12;  Calvary, 
14,  16;  24th  and  Lytle  St.,  17;  Pee  Wee  Val¬ 
ley,  18  (2  P.  M.) ;  Jeffersontown,  19;  R.  E. 
Jones  Temple,  22,  28;  Anchorage,  29;  Camp 
Branch,  24;  Chaplin,  26;  Smithfleld  and  Emi¬ 
nence,  81. 

Dear  Brothers;  The  work  of  our  third  quar¬ 
ter  is  to  have  a  revival  in  each  church;  World 
Service  in  full;  Minute  money  when  I  come; 
an  increase  in  membership.  No  blanks  in  your 
report.  G.  W.  Undull,  District  Superintend¬ 
ent,  838  Preston  Street,  Louisville,  Ky. 

MARSHALL  DISTRICT 
First  Round — Longview,  December  3,  4; 

Ebeneser,  11,  12;  Mallalieu, 
11-13;  Jefferson,  17,  18;  Lassater,  24,  26; 
Waskom,  24,  26;  Concordia,  31  to  January 
1;  Texarkana,  6-8;  Texarkana  Ct.,  7,  8; 
Mineola,  14,  16;  Hawkins,  14,  16;  St.  James, 
14,  16;  Harleton,  21,  22;  Smithland,  28,  29; 
Woi^lawn,  February  4,  6;  Queen  City,  11, 
12;  Lodi,  18,  19;  Marshall  Ct,  18,  19;  Pitts¬ 
burg,  26,  26. 

Dear  Brethren:  You  who  shall  be  given  ap¬ 
pointments  on  the  Marshall  District  start  with 
the  new  year,  pushing  your  claims,  keep  it 
Up  for  twelve  months,  and  success  will  be 
yours.  May  the  Lord  bless  you  all  abun¬ 
dantly.  Yours  in  His  name.— E.  H.  Holden, 
District  Superintendent. 

MONTGOMERY  DISTRICT 
First  Round — Fleming  Chapel,  Tensaw  Ct., 
November  4-6;  Harper  Chapel,  Theodore,  11- 
1^  Warren  Street  Mobile,  18-20;  Wesley 
Uiapel,  Mobile,  17-20;  St  John,  Chickasaw, 
MobilC’  19,  20;  St.  Paul,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  26- 
*7;  Shiloh,  St  Paul,  Brewton,  Ala.,  23-27; 
D**®!^®™^***’  Castleberiy,  December  1-4;  St. 

AtVi’ Walden,  Troy, 
Abifoil,  8-11;  St.  Paul,  Brown  Grove,  Union 
Springs,  16-18;  Eclectic,  Oak  Valley,  80  to 
January  1 ;  Mallie’s,  New  Style,  Locust  Bluff, 


6-3;  St.  Paul,  Montgomery,  20-22;  New  Style, 
Wetumpka  Ct.,  21-22.  ^ 

Thanks!  Jehovah  has  given  us -a  new  year, 
new  duties,  new  tasks.  To  our  tasks,  Chris- 
tan  soldiers !  All  our  World  Service  on 
Easter.  Mothers’  Day  rally  for  Central  Ala¬ 
bama  College.— P.  P.  Wright  District  Super¬ 
intendent  f  -  . 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

First  Round — Fairfield,  October  30,  No¬ 
vember  1;  Thomas  and  Mt  Carmel,  6,  6; 
Bonchest  6,  6;  Mansfield,  6-8;  Grand  Cane, 
7;  Frierson,  9;  New  Light  18;  Johnson,  13- 
15;  Curtis,  18;  Jewella  and  Providence,  19, 
20;  Dixie,  23;  Keithville  and  Fairview,  26, 
27;  Vanceville,  December  4;  Daniels  and 
Round  Grove,  11-13;  Belcher,  14;  Cedar 
Grove,  16;  Lake  End,  16;  Grand  Bayou  and 
Gahagan,  17,  18;  St  James,  26-27;  Asbury, 
St  Paul,  January  1-3;  Longstreet  7,  8; 
Logansport  8,  9;  Bayou  La  Chute,  16. 

Dear  Brethren:  We  have  just  closed  a 
wonderful  Annual  Conference,  and  we  trust 
that  its  effect  shall  manifest  itself  through¬ 
out  the  district  by  every  church  showing  an 
advance  above  last  year  along  all  lines.  Let 
us  plan  and  prosecute  a  progressive  program 
in  our  various  churches — press  evangelism, 
World  Service,  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate,  and  the  other  claims  of  our  great 
church ;  and  if  we  plan,  labor,  and  pray, 
success  shall  be  ours.  We  trust  that  God 
shall  bless  you,  your  families,  and  congrega¬ 
tion  abundantly.  All  of  the  pastors  of  the 
district  are  called  to  meet  at  St.  James 
Church,  Shreveport,  La.,  Wednesday,  No¬ 
vember  16,  1927,  at  10.30  A.  M.-J.  C.  Cal¬ 
vin,  Dist.  Supt. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

ANGLETON,  TEXAS 

Angleton  circuit  is  still  marching  forward 
along  all  lines.  We  held  our  fourth  Quar-  i 
terly  Conference  October  1,  2,  at  East  Co-  i 
lumbia,  in  our  Haven  Chapel  Church,  that  is  , 
now  being  remodeled  by  our  gaUant  pastor, 
the  Rev.  R.  H.  Warren.  Our  district  su-  i 
perintendent,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Scott,  was  highly  i 
elated  with  the  work  and  the  fine  plan  that  i 
is  now  being  followed.  The  attendance  at  ! 
this  Quarterly  Conference  was  the  largest  in  ' 
years.  Paid  superintendent,  $2».60;  pastor  1 
for  quarter,  $129,76;  building  and  improve-  c 
ment.  $166.86;  old  indebtedness,  $86;  Wiley,  ] 
922.25 ;  total  for  all  causes  this  quarter,  i 
$379.46. — Mrs.  D.  Rivers,  Reporter.  \ 


Stage  Coach 
Days 

belong  to  the  “long  ago.  ”  These 
are  the  days  of  automobiles  and 
aeroplanes.  Teaching  methods, 
both  in  the  public  and  Church 
schools,  arc  keeping  abreast  of 
this  progress.  Young  people  and 
even  children  refuse  to  accept 
“antiquated”  and  outworn  ideas. 

The 

Elementary  Magazine 

is  the  u|^to-thc-minutc  help  for 
all  Cradle  Roll  workers  and 
Church  School  teachers  of  classes 
from  the  Beginners  up  to  and 
including  the  Juniors. 

The  price  of  this  magazine  is 
within  the  reach  of  all,  viz.,  13c. 
a  quarter,  90c.  a  year,  in  clubs. 
Single  subscriptions,  annual  only, 
$1.00. 

You  can  obtain  a  sample  copy,, 
free  by  addressing  lin.si 

The  Methodist  Book  G>ncem 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chlc«(o  Boaton  Detroit  Pittaburch 
Kanaaa  City  San  Frandaco  Portland,  Ora. 


CX)AHOMA,  MISS. 

Coahoma  and  Jones  Town  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  Our  third  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  was  held  September  24,  26.  The  Rev.  A 
L.  Hickman  presided  in  the  absence  of  Dr. 

C.  W.  Butler,  district  superintendent.  The 
inference  was  opened  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 

D.  W,  Washington,  who  also  read  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  lesson.  The  Rev.  Hickman  upon  his  ar¬ 
rival  was  introduced  and  began  the  work  of 
the  Conference.  Most  of  the  oflScers  were 
present  with  good  reports,  which  showed 
progress  along  all  lines.  At  11  o’clock,  Sun¬ 
day,  the  Rev.  Hickman  preached  a  strong 
sermon  to  a  crowded  house.  All  class  lead¬ 
ers  except  Sister  S.  Alston,  who  was  sick, 
were  present  and  made  good  reports.  Sixty- 
rtree  persons  partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
The  Revs.  lUndle’  Powell,  and  BraxtonT  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  the  Rev.  Green,  of 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church, 
assisted  in  the  administration  of  the  com¬ 
munion.  At  4  P.  M.  the  Rev.  Rindie  preached 
a  strong  sermon  which  stirred  our  hearts. 
The  superintendent  was  paid  in  full.  Total 
ainount  raised  was  $62.  A  great  revival  was 
held  at  Coahoma  after  the  close  of  a  success¬ 
ful  revival  conducted  at  Arkadelphia,  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  Washington,  in  which  twelve 
sou  s  were  added  to  the  church.  Twenty-three 
souls  were  added  to  the  church  at  this  place 
It  IS  troe  that  the  Rev.  Washington  is  a 
church  builder  and  a  financier;  but  the  best 
of  all,  he  IS  a  soul  winner.— Matthew  Done- 
gan,  Reporter. 

CORINTH,  MISS. 

Mt.  Moriah  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
Our  fourth  Qimrterly  Conference  was  held 
0<^ober  7-9.  The  Conference  was  called  to 
order  at  8  P.  M.;  Scripture  lesson  by  Dr. 
Wynn.  Officers  present  made  good  reports 
showing  that  progress  had  been  made  along 
all  lines  Sunday  night,  at  7.30  o’clock,  the 
president  of  the  Epworth  League,  Miss  Lula 
Simington,  entertained  us  with  a  program. 

of.  How  May  We  Use 

It?  At  8  P.  M.,  Dr.  Wynn  delivered  a  won- 
derful  message;  subject,  “Service.”  The 
Lords  Suwer  was  administered  to  forty-two 
persons.  Raised  during  the  Conference,  $80. 
We  have  paid  the  district  superintendent  $20 
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each  quarter. — The  Rev.  C.  H.  Maxwell,  Pas¬ 
tor;  A.  .Tohnson.  Reporter. 


CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MISS. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Crystal  Springs  circuit  was  held  October  16, 
16,  with  Dr.  G.  W.  Coleman  in  the  chair.  He 
dispatched  the  business  with  ease.  This 
fourth  quarter  was  the  best  of  the  year.  Dr, 
Coleman  preached  two  great  sermons.  At 
11  A.  M.  his  subject  was  “Faith.”  At  night 
the  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  by  the 
superintendent,  assisted  hy  the  pastor.  Rev. 
J.  H.  Easter.  A  large  number  partook  of 
the  sacrament.  Raised  in  the  Conference, 
$21.16;  paid  superintendent  in  full;  raised 
during  the  quarter,  $107.84. — Mrs.  Dora  Fin¬ 
ley,  Reporter. 


LOUISIANA,  MO. 

Our  second  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
September  10,  11,  with  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rev.  C.  S.  Webster,  presiding  in  his 
usual  princely  manner,  while  Mrs.  G.  B.  Davis 
served  as  secretary.  The  biuiness  of  the 
quarter  was  entered  upon  and  much  progress 
was  indicated  in  many  lines  of  the  work.  At 
11  A.  M.  and  2.80  P.  M.  on  Sunday  we  lis¬ 
tened  with  satisfaction  to  ve^  masterly  ser¬ 
mons  by  our  district  superintendent.  Col¬ 
lection  for  the  day  as  follows;  Superintend¬ 
ent,  1^;  area  budget,  $3;  pastor,  $16;  total, 
$41.  On  September  26,  Sunday-school  Rally 
Day  was  observed  with  great  success.  The 
claim  for  Pensions  and  Relief  has  been  paid 
in  full,  while  every  interest  of  the  church  is 
receiving  detailed  consideration.  Our  World 
Service  quota  is  guaranteed,  necause  our 
process  of  raising  it  fixes  that.  We  beiieve 
in  using  successful  methods  to  make  secure 
every  claim  of  the  church. — James  Mc- 
Knight,  Reporter. 


o’clock.  It  was  full  of  power  and  informa¬ 
tion.  Friday  morning  the  devotion  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  Smith.  The  convention 
was  then  organised,  with  Evelyn  Carolyn 
Howse,  secretary  and  reporter  to  the  South¬ 
western. 

Although  the  weather  was  unfavorable,  the 
delegates  present  had  splendid  reports.  The 
convention  was  alive  and  amiable,  due  largely 
to  the  brotherly  attitude  of  our  president. 

The  welcome  addresses  delivered  by  Mrs. 
Minnie  Parker,  of  St.  Mary  Baptist  Church, 
and  Miss  Virgie  E.  Turner,  of  Cokes  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  were  excellent. 
Drs.  J.  B.  F.  Shaw,  president  of  Haven  Teach¬ 
ers’  College;  D.  L.  Morgan,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  Meridian  District;  and  G.  W.  Wil¬ 
liams,  of  Haven  Chapel,  Meridian,  were  pres¬ 
ent  'Hiursday  afternoon. 

The  following  preached  soul-stirring  ser¬ 
mons  during  the  convention:  the  Revs.  R.  L. 
Tate,  Sam  Harris,  W.  R.  Walker,  and  G.  W. 
Smith.  The  services  of  Sunday  crowned  the 
convention  with  success.  The  Rev.  W.  R. 
Walker  was  at  his  best  during  the  entire  day. 
The  next  convention  will  be  held  at  Shubuta, 
Miss.  Too  much  gratitude  cannot  be  shown, 
nor  too  many  thanks  rendered  by  the  conven¬ 
tion  to  the  faithful  pastor.  Rev.  J.  McRee, 
Dr.  W.  H.  Smith,  district  superintendent,  and 
the  good  people  there  for  their  rare  hos¬ 
pitality. — Reporter. 


Christian,  Miss.,  Octoberr  10,  1927,  Mr.  Mat¬ 
thew  Johnson  and  Miss  Hilda  George,  both 
of  New  Orleans,  La.,  were  married.  The 
Rev.  J.  M.  Shumpert  ofBciated. — Reporter. 


Indianapolis  District  Sug- 
gest-o-graphs 


MARION,  N.  C. 

Our  beloved  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  N.  J.  Pass,  held  our  fourth  Quarterly 
Conference  at  Addie’s  Chapel,  September  23- 
26.  Oii  Friday  night  the  business  session 
was  held  and  the  leaders  made  good  reports. 
The  district  superintendent  was  well  pleased 
with  the  work  accomplished.  Sunday  night 
the  Rev.  Pass  preached  a  splendid  sermon  to 
a  full  house.  We  paid  him  in  full,  $30. — 
Idella  C.  Ervin,  Reporter. 


OKOLONA,  MISS. 

Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
at  Brassfleld  Chapel,  on  the  Pleasant  Valley 
circuit,  September  3,  4.  The  Rev.  J.  T.  Can¬ 
non  presided  in  the  absence  of  the  district 
superintendent.  A  number  of  the  officers  were 
present  with  good  reports,  which  showed  that 
the  work  had  taken  on  new  life.  The  Rev. 
Cannon  said  many  good  things  that  were 
enjoyed  by  all  present.  Bro.  George  A. 
Crawford  was  elected  delegate  to  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  Sunday,  the  Rev.  Cannon 
was  at  his  best,  and  his  message  was  inspir¬ 
ing  to  all.  Collection  was  good. — Mrs.  M.  F. 
Crawford,  Reporter. 


VALLEY  MILLS,  TEXAS 
On  October  2,  Dr.  S.  E.  Blacknell,  our 
district  superintendent,  held  our  fourth 
Quarterly  Conference,  preaching  three  strong 
sermons.  Although  many  of  our  members 
were  scattered  out  In  different  places.  Pastor 
Simms  had  things  well  in  hana.  We  raised 
$82;  paid  the  superintendent,  $22;  pastor,  $10. 
Our  pastor  and  superintendent  have  both  la¬ 
bored  hard  this  year.  Achievements  have 
been  slow  but  sure. — A.  B.  Simms,  Reporter. 


Marriages 


THIGPEN— WELCH.  Mr.  Isam  Thigpen 
and  Miss  Mary  Neal  Welch  were  married  on 
Sunday,  October  2,  1927,  at  4  P.  M.,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride’s  parents,  Bridgeville, 
Miss.,  in  the  presence  of  many  friends.  The 


District  Conference  and 
Convention 


Miss.,  in  the  presence  of  many  friends.  The 
bride  is  the  charming  young  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eddie  Welch.  The  groom  is  the 
son  of  Mr.  Isam  Thigpen,  one  of  Copiah 
County’s  most  prominent  farmers.  All  are 
members  of  Little  Rock  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  couple  were  united  in  matri¬ 
mony  by  the  Rev..  B.  J.  Cooper.  The  bridal 
party  consisted  by  Mr.  Hugh  Catchings  and 
Miss  Irene  Steward.  We  wish  for  this  young 
couple  long  life  and  happiness. — Mrs.  S.  E. 
Rice,  Reporter. 


THOMAS— LOUDD.  Mr.  Ernest  R.  Thomas 
and  Miss  Georgia  M.  Loudd  were  united  in 
holy  wedlock  Thursday  evening,  September 
M,  1927,  at  7  o’clock,  Anderson,  Texas.  Mrs. 
Thomas  is  one  of  the  community  teachers,  a 
student  of  Prairie  View  College,  and  the 
president  of  the  Epworth  Lea^e  of  the 
Navaspta  District.  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  native 
of  Texas,  but  for  the  past  seven  years  has 
been  connected  with  the  U.  S.  Army  at  Doug¬ 
las,  Aris.  He  is  also  a  student  of  Prairie 
View.  The  couple  expect  to  make  their  home 
in  Arixona.  We  wish  them  a  long,  happy, 
and  prosperous  life. — Reporter. 


We  are  living  in  a  new  age.  God  has  not 
changed,  Jesus  is  the  same;  but  the  eyes  of 
our  understanding  have  been  opened  to  see 
vastly  greater  purposes  and.  glories  in  His 
life  and  work.  In  this  changing,  growing 
world  only  a  growing,  changing  church  can  be 
all  things  to  all  men  and  institutions  that  it 
may  win  them  to  accept  Christ  as  the  only 
Saviour  of  individuals  and  of  society.  Christ 
left  the  church  to  work  out  its  own  program. 
It  may  be  free  to  do  at  any  given  time  what 
manifestly  needs  to  be  done.  To  use  those 
methods  which  promise  to  be  moqt  effective. 
And  to  adjust  Itself  to  the  spirit  of  different 
ages  and  diffierent  peoples.  The  result  has 
been  that  the  church,  while  continuous  and 
permanent  beyond  the  stability  of  the  govern¬ 
ments  of  the  earth,  has  yet  been  ever  chang¬ 
ing,  ever  broadening,  ever  advancing.  And 
the  freer  it  has  been  to  adjust  itself  to  the 
conditions  of  the  world  to  which  It  ministered, 
the  greater  has  been  its  redemptive  power. 
Despite  this  fact,  there  are  those  among  us 
who  insist  upon  their  right  to  sleep  under 
the  glare  of  the  blazing  sun  of  a  new  day. 
Dr.  Josiah  Strong  wrote  sometime  ago:  “His¬ 
tory  is  strewn  with  the  ruins  wrought  by  ]^- 
litical  and  religions  revolutions  rendered  in¬ 
evitable  by  ultra-conservatives  who  could  not 
or  would  not  reconcile  themselves  to  the 
world’s  progress,  and  who  restrained  and  pre¬ 
vented  a  natural  adjustment  of  institutions 
to  the  ceaseless  changes  of  a  living  and  grow¬ 
ing  civilization.” 


HATTIESBURG  DISTRICT  EPWORTH 
LEAGUE  AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
CONVENTION 


The  third  session  of  the  Epworth  League, 
Sunday  School  and  Ladies’  Aid  Convention 
of  the  Hattiesburg  District  met  at  George 
Chapel,  Pachuta  circuit,  October  7-9,  the  Rev. 
J.  D.  Wheaton,  district  superintendent,  pre¬ 
siding.  The  introductory  sermon  was  de¬ 
livered  by  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Smith,  of  St.  Paul, 
Laurel,  Miss.,  on  Thursday  evening  at  7.80 


Cards  of  Thanks 


I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
and  friends  for  a  nice  suit  of  clothes  given 
to  me  for  the  Annual  Conference,  and  for  two 
shirts.  God  bless  these  good  women.  The 
leaders  of  this  project  were  Sisters  Florence 
Reed,  L.  B.  Boyd,  Sarah  Brown,  Rose  Young, 
and  others. — Rev.  Anthony  Taylor,  Wilson, 
La. 


The  Rev.  E.  W.  Rogers  wishes  to  thank 
the  members  and  friends  of  Stevens  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Philadelphia, 
Miss.,  for  an  ^  Stetson  hat  presented  by  Mrs. 
Mary  Perry  and  Mrs.  Fannie  Jones.  He 
wishes  to  thank  also  the  loyal  members  of 
Shiloh  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Burn¬ 
side,  Miss.,  for  a  $30  suit  of  clothes  presented 
by  Mrs.  E.  W.  Williams,  Mrs.  Mamie  Brown, 
Mrs.  I.  Wilson,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Gooden,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Williams,  and  Mr.  B.  T.  Tatum. 


I  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Almeda  Montgomery, 
our  worker  for  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate  in  the  Liberty  Hill  Church,  for  the 
splendid  efforts  put  forth.  If  others  in  the 
other  churches  on  this  district  will  do  as  much, 
we  will  have  a  fine  list  to  carry  to  the  Annual 
Conference.  Let  each  one  stir  herself  along 
this  line  and  give  the  pastor  fifteen  more  sub¬ 
scriptions  before  December  14,  please.  Let’s 
put  our  people  to  reading  on  this  circuit. — 
J.  H.  Brandon,  Pastor,  Hogansville,  Ga. 


COBB— WALLER.  Mr.  Samuel  G.  C.  Cobb, 
of  Mason,  Tenn.,  and  Miss  Maggie  F.  Waller, 
of  Hollywood,  Tenn.,  were  united  in  holy 
matrimony  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  Thurs¬ 
day  evening,  September  29,  1927,  at  8.16 
o’clock.  It  was  a  very  beautiful  affair.  Miss 
Lula  Jones  and  Mr.  James  E.  McLin  were 
the  attendants.  Miss  Waller  is  one  of  the 
cultured  and  refined  young  women  of  her 
community  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all. 
Mr.  Cobb  comes  from  a  well-known  family, 
being  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Cobb, 
of  Madison,  Ark.,  reared  by  his  uncle  and 
aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  R.  Alexander,  of 
Mason,  Tenn.  He  is  a  nephew  of  the  late 
Rev.  G.  F.  Fields,  of  the  Tennessee  Confer¬ 
ence.  The  couple  were  classmates  at  Walden 
College.  Both  are  members  of  Alexander 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mason, 
Tenn.  The  Rev.  D.  E.  Simmons  officiated. 
We  wish  for  this  couple  a  long,  happy,  and 
prosperous  life. — James  E.  McLin,  Reporter. 


The  pastor  and  wife  take  this  method  to 
thank  the  good  and  loyal  people  of  Maple 
Springs  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Louis¬ 
ville,  Miss.,  for  having  stood  by  us  and  the 
cause  of  the  Lord  these  two  years.  On  Tues¬ 
day  night  a  great  storm  struck  the  parson¬ 
age,  and  the  table  was  laden  with  many 
pounds  of  choice  groceries.  The  party  was 
led  by  George  Harper,  R.  V.  Hickman,  Wm. 
Hickman,  Mary  E.  Hickman,  Mary  Gage, 
Laura  Stone,  Clara  Hickman,  Ida  Estes,  E. 
B.  Cobum,  R.  D.  Gage,  Albertine  Griffin, 
Isaiah  Estes,  Jessie  Estes,  and  others.  We 
pray  God’s  continued  blessing  upon  this  group 
of  laborers. — The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  D.  Camp¬ 
bell. 


JOHNSON— GEORGE.  At  St.  Paul  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  parsonage,  Pass 


The  pastor  and  family  want  to  thank  the 
members  and  friends  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Meridian,  Miss.,  for  their 
kindness  continually  during  the  illness  of  the 
pastor.  Rev.  R.  N.  Jones,  for  seven  months. 
They  have  spared  no  pains  in  doing  all  they 
could  to  make  it  pleasant  and  comfortable 
for  the  sick.  Three  great  storms  struck  the 
parsonage,  leaving  everything  in  the  grocery 
line,  filling  the  table  with  everything  that  was 
eatable.  We  have  not  words  to  express  our 
appreciation.  We  are  so  grateful  to  you 
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that  we  cordially  invite  you  to  come  again, 
for  you  are  always  welcome.  Those  leading 
these  parties  were:  Messrs.  W.  S.  Stokes,  J, 
Cherry,  D.  Needham,  E.  Needham,  E.  J.  Tur¬ 
ner,  D,  Bishop,  Mesdames  Ella  Stuart,  LUlie 
Gaines,  E.  B.  Shed,  Tempie  Hendricks,  Ida 
Bolton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Smith,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Aaron  Williams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Jones, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Dillion,  Mrs.  D.  L.  Morgan, 
and  many  others  whose  names  are  too  numer¬ 
ous  to  mention.  Many  made  cash  donations; 
some  gave  fruit,  and  others  flowers.  The 
Home  Department  of  the  Sunday  school,  the 
Ministers’  Alliance,  and  the  Rev.  I.  H.  Pettus 
and  congregation  of  St.  John’s  BaptistChurch 
gave  a  nice  cash  donation,  for  which  we  ex¬ 
tend  our  heartfelt  thanks. — Mrs.  R.  N.  Jones. 


Obituaries 

ABROM — Bro.  Peter  Abrom  has  gone  home. 
On  Friday  night,  October  T,  God  called  him 
to  his  final  reward.  He  was  born  in  Shell- 
mound,  Miss.,  1874,  and  was  a  member  of 
St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
thirty-one  years,  and  lived  a  consistent 
Christian  and  a  faithful  member.  He  never 
shirked  from  any  duty  and  was  always  will¬ 
ing  to  do  anything  that  was  assigned  to  his 
hands.  He  suffered  a  long  illness,  but  never 
gave  up  his  place  in  the  church,  and  would 
attend  during  all  his  weakness.  He  was 
loved  by  everybody  who  knew  him,  and  made 
himself  useful  in  every  church.  St.  Paul 
Church  has  lost  a  faithful  member  and  a 
willing  worker.  Tbe  community  has  lost  a 
good  citizen  and  loving  brother.  The  Abrom 
family  has  lost  their  background.  He  leaves 
to  mourn  his  passing  four  children,  a  mother, 
two  brothers,  three  sisters,  one  uncle,  and  a 
host  of  relatives  and  friends.  The  funeral 
service  was  largely  attended  on  Sunday,  Oc¬ 
tober  9,  and  conducted  by  his  pastor,  the 
Rev.  P.  H.  Jackson,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
Jones,  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 
His  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  St.  Paul 
Cemetery. — Reporter. 

GIBBRT — Mr.  Wavely  Gibert,  of  Bedias, 
Texas,  passed  from  labor  to  reward  October 
I  12,  1927.  The  body  was  laid  to  rest  Thurs- 
*  day  afternoon  in  the  family  cemetery.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
J.  C.  Stripling. — Reporter. 

GILBERT — Sister  R.  Gilbert,  of  Bedias, 
Texas,  was  a  faithful  member  of  Salem  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  for  forty  years  or 
more.  She  was  a  faithful  wife  and  a  loving 
mother,  a  good  neighbor,  and  was  loved  by 
all.  Sister  Gilbert  was  confined  to  her  bed 
for  about  eight  weeks,  but  kept  the  faith 
until  the  Master  said,  “Well  done,  thou  good 
and  faithful  servant.”  The  end  came  early 
Sunday  morning,  October  16.  She  leaves  to 
mourn  her  passing  three  sons,  two  daughters, 
grandchildren,  and  a  host  of  friends.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Stripling,  and  the  Rev.  S.  H. 
Horne,  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  cemetery. — 
Reporter. 

HARRIS — 'Bro.  Calvin  Harris,  of  Green¬ 
wood,  Mi.ss.,  died  at  his  home,  August  8,  1927. 
He  became  a  member  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Shellmound,  Miss.,  in 
1912,  and  served  as  steward  and  class  leader 
for  thirteen  years.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his 
passing  a  devoted  wife,  one  son,  four  step¬ 
sons,  two  step-daughters,  and  a  host  of  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  for  twenty-two  years.  The  fu¬ 
neral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  C.  W. 
Evans. — M.  L.  Burns,  Reporter. 

HARRISON — Nathaniel  K.  Harrison,  the 
baby  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  H.  Harrison, 
Sylvania,  Ga.,  born  September  26,  1918;  died 
August  2,  1927.  Nathaniel  was  an  adorable 
child,  and  was  loved  by  all,  and  he  will  be 
greatly  missed  in  the  home  and  by  his  friends. 
He  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss,  father,  mother, 
seven  sisters,  one  brother.  Funeral  services 
Were  held  at  St.  Andrew’s  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J.  F. 
Robinson,  pastor. — Reporter. 

Henderson — Sister  Mary  Henderson  de¬ 
parted  this  life  September  6,  1927.  Sbe  bad 
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been  a  member  of  Shady  Grove  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Mansfield,  La.,  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  Sister  Henderson  had  been 
afflicted  for  forty  years,  but  was  faithful  to 
the  end.'  ‘  She  leaves  five  nieces,  two  nephews, 
and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  her  passing. — 
Rev.  Wm.  Jarrell,  Pastor. 

JACKSON — Sister  Mattie  Jackson,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  West  Point  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Valley  Mills,  Texas,  died  October  6, 
1927.  She  was  converted  and  joined  the 
church  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  J.  E. 
Brown,  in  1916,  and  remained  in  the  church 
until  her  death.  She  leaves  a  mother,  two 
brothers,  six  sisters,  two  children,  a  devoted 
husband,  and  other  relatives  and  friends  to 
mourn  her  passing.  She  was  ill  for  more 
than  eleven  months.  She  was  twenty-five 
years  of  age.  The  Rev.  T.  J.  D.  Simms,  pas¬ 
tor,  officiated. — A.  B.  Simms,  Reporter. 

MATTHEW — On  October  3,  after  a  long  ill¬ 
ness,  Sister  Jennie  Matthew  answered  the 
roU  call.  Sister  Matthew  was  a  faithful  mem¬ 
ber  of  Mt.  Nebo  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Bastrop,  La.,  and  held  many  prominent  of¬ 
fices  in  the  church  until  her  health  failed. 
She  suffered  for  many  years,  but  was  con¬ 
fined  to  her  bed  only  a  short  while.  She  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Surviving 
her  are  sister,  brother,  daughter,  grandchild, 
and  a  host  of  friends.  The  funeral  was 
largely  attended  by  more  than  200  persons. 
The  sermon  was  preached  by  her  pastor,  the 
Rev.  I.  E.  Badie,  assisted  by  the  Revs.  V. 
Mason,  J.  Chambers,  and  E.  Hollins,  of  the 
Baptist  Church. — Mrs.  I.  E.  Badie,  Reporter. 

PITTS — Mrs.  Wilma  Slate  Pitts,  daughter 
of  the  late  Re^.  J.  A.  and  Mrs.  Olivia  Mc- 
Ewen  Slate,  died  at  People’s  Hospital,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  September  6,  1927.  Her  remains 
were  taken  to  Oxford,  Miss.,  where  she  spent 
her  early  childhood,  attended  the  Sunday 
school,  and  first  found  Christ.  The  funeral 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Jones, 
pastor  of  Salem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
near  Oxford,  who  was  a  friend  to  her  father. 
He  was  assisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Tal¬ 
bert,  a  very  dear  friend  of  the  family. 
Mrs.  Pitts  will  be  remembered  by  the  stu¬ 
dents  of  Rust  College,  the  year  1908-1909. 
She  is  survived  by  husband,  Edgar  M.  Pitts; 
mother,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Slate;  sister,  three  nieces, 
two  brothers,  and  a  host  of  other  relatives. 
— Reporter. 

Woman’s  Column 

SPECIAL  NOTICES 

Bryan,  Texas — To  the  Ministers  of  the  Pal¬ 
estine  District;  In  making  up  your  budget 
for  Conference,  do  not  fail  The  Woman’s 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  to  which  you 
promised  the  small  assessment  for  your  neg¬ 
ligent  charges,  too  small  to  ignore,  too  large 
to  overlook,  because  of  its  worth.  You  said 
you  would,  and  your  word  is  good;  therefore 
see  me. — Mrs.  Ella  Mae  Blue,  Secretary  of 
District,  Box  21,  Bryan,  Texas. 

Livingston,  Texas — To  Our  Most  Honored 
Superintendent,  Presidents,  Officers,  and 
Members  of  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Society;  The  time  of  our  annual  call 
will  soon  be  here.  At  the  sound  of  the  bish¬ 
op’s  gavel,  we  will  all  answer  the  roll  call 
with  bowed  heads  in  humble  submission  to  our 
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WANTED — High  class  expert  colored 
cooks  for  new  coffee  shop  in  Adolphus  Hotel, 
Dallas.  Good  salary  to  real  cooks.  Answer 
to  Steward,  Adolphus  Hotel,  Dallas,  Texas. 


most  high  God  and  make  our  annual  report 
for  our  faithful  service  ending  1927.  Dear 
Coworkers:  Let  us  glean  well  in  the  Mas¬ 
ter’s  vineyard;  bring  to  the  altar  of  Christ 
a  round  report.  To  all  district  and  auxiliary 
presidents,  secretaries  of  mite  boxes,  con¬ 
tingent  fund,  thank  offering,  and  Christmas 
offering,  we  expect  you  to  be  represented  with 
dues  and  reports.  Please  get  your  monies 
and  reports  to  Conference  officers  on  time 
so  they  can  get  their  reports  ready.  We  are 
asking  every  faithful  pastor  to  stand  by  the 
president  of  his  charge  and  help  her  raise 
her  claims.  Brothers,  don’t  fail  us.  We  are 
depending  on  you  to  help  us  put  over  this 
great  cause  of  Christ.  Sisters,  I  know  you 
will  do  your  part. — K.  E.  M.  Summers,  Con¬ 
ference  President. 


Martin,  Tenn. — At  the  convening  of  the 
Tennessee  Conference  in  McCabe’s  Temple, 
Martin,  Tenn.,  The  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  met  on  October  14,  1927,  at  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Bondurant’s  residence,  808  Jackson  St. 

The  Conference  president,  Mrs.  I.  B.  Scott, 
being  absent,  Mrs.  E.  J.  Cox,  the  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  presided.  The  meeting  was  opened  by 
singing,  “There’s  Power  in  the  Blood,”  played 
by  Mrs.  Nelson.  The  fifty-third  chapter  of 
Isaiah  was  read  by  Mrs.  E.  J.  Cox;  prayer 
by  Mrs.  J.  H.  Bondurant,  president  of  the 
local  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society. 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Cox  made  the  opening  remarks. 
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which  eaiued  all  to  feel  at  home  to  aak  for 
any  necessary  information.  Most  of  the  many 
sisters  present  freely  expressed  themselves 
upon  the  work  being  done  and  of  their  desire 
to  do  more  thU  year.  Many  had  not  had  an 
easy  saQ,  but  out  of  all  the  Lord  had  brought 
them  safely  through. 

Sisters  Chrisen,  Hilli  Johnson,  Price,  Car¬ 
ver,  Briner,  Hyde,  Tyi^  J.  H.  Bondurant, 
filled  the  house  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  The 
Rev.  E.  J.  Cox  and  other  brothers  gave  us 
much  wholesome  advice.  Mrs.  W.  B.  Cren¬ 
shaw  was  brimming  full  of  much  needed  in¬ 
formation  and  advice,  which  was  given  in  her 
smiiing  way.  All  promised  to  respond  to  the 
call  soon  after  getting  to  their  homes  in  order 
to  meet  an  urgent  need.  Our  district  presi- 


OKOLONA,  MISSISSIPPI 


“25  Yecars  of  Service  to  Negro  Youth 


COURSES: 

NORMAL  COMMEROAL  GRAMMAR  NURSE  TRAINING 
MUSIC  (Vocal  and  Instrumental)  12  TRADES  and  INDUSTRIES 


a  song  Dj  Mrs.  Lieora  ill  oo  wnere 

You  Want  Me  to  Go.” — ^Mrs.  Bishop  I.  B. 
Scott,  President;  Mrs.  E.  J.  Cox,  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent;  Mrs.  Jesse  Hooper,  Secretary  of  Local 
Sodety. 

The  forty-fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Des 
Moines  Branch  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  was  held  in  First  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  Clinton,  Iowa,  October  6-9.  Its 
president,  Mrs.  O.  S.  Dow,  led  in  prayer  and 
presided.  The  meeting  was  one  of  inspira¬ 
tion,  fellowship,  and  sc^  Nothing  was  more 
impressive  tluu  the  procession  of  officers,  dis- 
trid  and  Conference  secretaries  and  workers. 
The  following  made  reports  on  their  work: 
Christian  stewardship,  Mrs.  H.  Humphrey, 
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session  the  junior  workers  assembled  in  a 
neat  Innchdin.  Daintily  planned  pronams 
m  which  blue  and  sQver  trumpets  were  placed, 
telling  the  world  of  the  King’s  Heralds,  1902- 
1927,  were  at  each  cover.  Mrs.  Cleveland  was 
table  hostess.  Mrs.  D.  C.  Perry,  Misses  A. 

Golisch  and  Olive  Gould  made  brief  remarks. 

On  Thursday  afternoon  missionaries  were 
introduce^  and  a  survey  of  our  work  in 
China,  Japan,  and  Korea  was  given  by  Mrs. 

R.  S.  Beale.  Presentation  of  literature  by 
Miss  N.  Henkle.  Tbursday  evening  devotions 
were  led  and  greetings  extended  by  the  local 
pastor.  Rev.  J.  K.  Hawkins.  During  the  ses¬ 
sion  on  Friday  departmental  meetings  were 
held;  news  from  returned  missionaries  was 
given  by  Miss  A.  Wells  and  Dr.  Stella  Dodd; 
and  at  tbe  evening  session  addresses  were 
given  byMiss  A.  L.  Golisch  and  Miss  O.  Gould. 

Saturday  morning,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Boeye  pre¬ 
sided.  The  election  of  officers  was  held. 

Mrs.  Dow  having  given  up  her  office  as  presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Dudley  was  elected  to  suc¬ 
ceed  her.  All  other  officers  were  re-elected. 

The  good  women  gave  Mrs.  Dow  a  purse  as  a 
token  of  appreciation  of  her  years  of  faithful 
service.  Saturday  was  given  over  to  conse¬ 
cration  and  news  from  the  missionaries. 

Sunday  morning  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Hawkins 
conducted  the  public  service.  A  wonderful 
message  was  brought  to  us  by  Miss  Kate  Og- 
bom,  who  had  spent  thirty-six  years  in  Wuhu, 

China.  A  farewell  service  for  out-going  mis¬ 
sionaries  was  held  Sunday  afternoon.  In  the 
evening  demonstration  of  costumes  of  their 
country  by  all  missionaries  was  given,  with 
an  address  by  Mrs.  A.  Holland.  A  farewell 
and  consecration  service  was  held  for  six 
young  women  who  are  going  to  the  foreign 
fields;  namely.  Dr.  Ruth  Wolcott,  Juliet  M. 

Johnson,  Ludle  Frymoyen,  Ruth  Minear, 

Doretha  Anderson,  and  Allie  M.  Bass.  The 
Branch  was  graced  with  the  presence  of 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Keeney.  Three  hundred 
little  Methodists  have  been  made  life  mem¬ 
bers  this  year  in  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sionary  S^ety,  Des  Moines  Branch.  There 
are  26,682  members  in  the  Branch;  4,423  tith- 
ers  in  the  various  auxiliaries,  an  increase  of 
1,818.  The  balance  on  hand  is  $6,416.46. — 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Hannah,  Reporter. 

Special  Notices 

The  Fall  District  Conference  of  the  Durant  28-80,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  In  order  to  know 
District  will  convene  November  22-27,  1927,  who  all  will  attend,  we  would  be  glad  for 
in  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  you  to  write  the  pastor.  Dr.  Thos.  H.  B. 
Koscuisko,  Miss.,  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Watson,  pas-  Walker,  Box  409,  tfacksonville,  Fla.,  so  that 
tor;  the  Rev.  C.  V.  Heffner,  district  super-  he  may  arrange  for  your  accommodation.  We 
intendent.  are  anxious  to  have  as  many  attend  as  pos- 
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If  fakes  so  liffle  fo  make  us  sad, 

]uif  a  slitting  word  or  a  doubfing  sneer j 
Jusf  a  scornful  smile  on  some  lips  held  dear; 
And  our  foofsfeps  lagj  fhough  fhe  goal 
seemed  near. 

And  we  lose  fhe  courage  and  hope  we  had — 
So  liffle  if  fakes  fo  make  us  sad. 


If  fakes  so  liffle  fo  make  us  glad, 

Jusf  fhe  cheering  clasp  of  a  friendly  hand, 
Jusf  a  word  from  one  who  can  under sf and; 
And  we  finish  fhe  fask  we  long  had  planned. 
And  we  lose  fhe  douhf  and  fhe  fear  we  had— 
So  liffle  if  fakes  fo  make  us  zlad. 
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Personal  and  General 

— Dr.  J.  N.  C.  Coggin  Is  dead.  He  crossed 
the  great  divide  at  8.25  A.  M.  on  Friday, 
November  11,  1927,  at  his  home,  surrounded 
by  the  family  and  a  circle  of  personal 
friends.  Complete  details  will  be  given  in 
our  columns  later  of  the  funeral  services, 
which  were  conducted  in  New  York  City, 
Sunday  afternoon,  at  2  o’clock. 

—Dr.  O.  G.  Markham,  publishing  agent  at 
Chicago,  wires  us  of  the  death,  on  November 
9,  of  Dr.  Henry  C.  Jennings,  publishing  agent 
emeritus  of  TTie  Methodist  Book  Concern. 
Dr.  Jennings  was  funeralixed  Friday  after¬ 
noon,  at  2.80  o’clock,  from  the  Oak  Park 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Bishop 
E.  H.  Hughes,  resident  bishra  of  Chicago, 
delivering  the  main  eulogy.  Interment  was 
at  Chatfleld,  Minn.,  Saturday,  November  12. 
Fuller  details  of  the  services  will  be  given 
later. 

— Word  comes  from  two  of  our  most  pro¬ 
gressive  and  successful  young  ministers — 
one  in  the  great  State  of  Texas,  and  the 
other  out  near  the  Golden  Gate,  that  they 
have  just  enjoyed  the  visit  of  the  stork  to 
their  homes.  Little  Miss  Renette  Berthell, 
weighing  nine  full  pounds,  came  gladden¬ 
ing  the  heart  of  Prof.  T.  B.  and  Mrs.  Echols, 
of  Sam  Huston  College,  Austin,  Texas.  That 
was  on  October  22.  From  the  Rev.  J.  Wesley 
Thomas,  our  pastor  at  Oakland,  Calif.,  we 
received  the  following  “Babygfram”:  “To  all 
concerned,  anywhere:  arrived  safely,  October 
26,  weighing  seven  and  a  half  pounds;  mother 
and  father  delighted;  they  named  me  Ruth 
Adell,”  which  means  an  increase  in  Meth¬ 
odist  membership  and  future  readers  of  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate. 

— Mrs.  Thomas  B.  Hughes,  widow  of  the 
late  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Hughes,  D.D.,  daughter 
of  the  late  Matthew  Holt,  died  at  her  home 
at  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  Monday  evening,  Octo¬ 
ber  31.  She  was  born  at  Weston,  W.  Va., 
nearly  ninety  years  ago,  April  11,  1838;  was 
married  in  1861,  and  passed  through  the  Civil 
War,  enduring  many  hardships  with  her 
husband,  both  of  them  being  decidedly  with 
the  Union  in  their  sympathies.  She  and  her 
husband  both  lived  to  see  their  two  sons 
bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
being  the  only  parents  in  history  of  Meth¬ 
odism  who  had  this  experience.  Her  son, 
Edwin  Holt  Hughes,  was  elected  bishop  in 
1908;  her  other  son,  the  late  Matthew  Simp¬ 
son  Hughes,  was  elected  in  1916.  To  the 
end  she  was  mentally  alert  and  deeply  in¬ 
terested  in  all  the  movements  of  the  church 
and  the  nation.  Funeral  services  were  held 
Thursday  afternoon,  November  8,  at  Bloom¬ 
field,  Iowa.  Bishop  William  F.  Anderson,  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  officiated. 


circle  of  friends  at  966  Washington  Place, 
S.  W.,  Atlanta,  Ga.  This  couple  are  among 
the  most  promising  young  people  of  our 
group  in  Georgia.  Mr.  Carter  for  years  has 
been  prominently  connected  with  insurance 
and  business  enterprises  in  Atlanta,  and  a 
most  active’  figure  in  every  civic  movement 
of  the  city.  He  is  likewise  a  stanch  supporter 
of  every  cause  of  the  church.  At  present 
he  is  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Stewards 
of  Warren  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Atlanta.  He  was  educated  at  Clark, 
and  is  one  of  that  school’s  most  loyal  sons. 
The  bride  also  was  educated  at  Clark,  and 
has  since  taught  in  her  alma  mater.  In  her 
school  and  church  life,  as  well  as  in  her  family 
connections,  she  is  one  of  Methodism’s  finest 
products. 

— During  the  entire  month  of  November, 
Calvary  Church,  Cincinnati,  is  celebrating  the 
fifty-seventh  anniversary  of  its  history  and 
the  second  anniversary  of  its  entrance  into 
the  present  magnificent  edifice,  one  of  the 
most  representative  church  structures  in  the 
city.  This  church  has  been  singularly  fortu¬ 
nate  in  its  progress  because  of  its  leader¬ 
ship  and  the  ambitious  character  of  its  mem¬ 
bership.  The  anniversary' program,  a  beau- 

The  Year  Book  for  1928 

The  most  important  Methodist  Year 
Book  ever  published  will  be  ready  by  the 
holidays. 

Let  every  delegate-elect  to  the  General 
Conference,  every  member  who  hopes  to 
be  one,  and  every  other  Methodist,  whether 
preacher  or  layman,  subscribe  now  for  an 
early  copy  of  the  Year  Book. 

Read  it  from  cover  to  cover  and  you 
will  know  some  things  that  wUl  make  you 
a  much  more  intelligent  member  of  that 
great  body,  if  you  are  a  delegate  to  the 
General  Conference. 

While  there  will  be  about  860  General 
Conference  delegates  at  Kansas  City  next 
May,  over  6,000,000  other  Methodist  mem¬ 
bers  will  not  attend  the  Conference.  It  is 
not  asking  much  of  this  host  that  they  buy 
100,000  copies  of  the  Year  Book  at  fifty 
cents,  postpaid. 

Send  your  subscri^on  to  the  nearest 
address  of  The  Methodist  Book  Concern, 
or  give  it  to  your  pastor. 


— Bishop  William  F.  Anderson  is  chairman  of 
the  Methodist  Commission  on  World  Peace, 
created  by  the  last  General  (inference.  On 
part  of  our  church,  the  commission,  in  co¬ 
operation  with  agencies  of  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  is  acting  with  the  Commission  on  Inter¬ 
national  Justice  and  Good  Will  for  the  re¬ 
nunciation  and  outlawry  of  war.  A  large 
body  of  sentiment  must  be  created  in  this 
direction  to  make  effective  this  commission’s 
efforts  in  realization  of  their  object.  Armis¬ 
tice  Day  is  the  most  appropriate  single  oc¬ 
casion  for  this  stroke.  For  suggestive  ma¬ 
terial  in  this  field  a  pamphlet  has  been  issued 
by  the  Commission  on  International  Peace 
entitled  “Shall  the  United  States  Make 
Treaties  with  France  and  Other  Leading  Na¬ 
tions  to  Renounce  and  Outiaw  War?”  It 
may  be  had  from  the  commission’s  office,  106 
Eart  22d  Street  New  York.  Bishop  An¬ 
derson  would  like  to  hear  from  pastors,  col¬ 
lege  presidents,  and  directors  of  rdigious 
education  who  have  had  experience  with 
classes  in  favor  of  world  peace.  Suggestions 
from  the  church  at  large  are  welcome. 

— Miss  Sibyl  Elizabeth,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  Dr.  George  W.  and  Mrs.  Emma 
Arnold,  was  happily  married  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  Wednesday,  November  9,  1927,  at  9 
o’clock,  to  Mr.  Artemus  Murray  Carter,  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Arnold, 
191  AsM>y  Street,  N.  W.,  Atlanta,  Ga.  After 
November  20  they  are  at  home  to  their  large 


tiful  piece  of  printer’s  art,  sets  forth  an 
array  of  features  in  which  the  significant 
incidents  and  periods  in  the  development  of 
this  congregation  are  emphasized.  The  pres¬ 
ent  pastor.  Dr.  D.  DeWltt  Turpeau,  is  a 
master  program-builder,  and  he  is  equally 
as  efficient  in  execution.  His  program  of 
literary  events,  features,  addresses,  and  dis¬ 
courses  by  visiting  ministers,  together  with 
those  of  all  living  ex-pastors  of  the  church. 
Special  prominence  in  the  exercises  will  be 
given  Calvary’s  daughters,  t.  e.,  prosperous 
and  successful  congregations,  that  have  be¬ 
come  flourishing  churches  resulting  from ' 
Calvary’s  missionary  activities.  T^ey  are: 
Mt.  Zion,  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Stennett,  pastor; 
St.  Mark’s,  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Darius,  pastor; 
Cumminsville,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Washington, 
pastor;  Madisonville  and  College  Hill,  the 
Rev.  Robt.  Braxton,  pastor;  Ninth  Street, 
Covington,  the  Rev.  R.  F.  Broaddus,  pastor. 
The  Carnival  and  Bazaar  Commission  is  thus 
constituted:  General  chairman,  the  Rev.  De- 
Witt  Turpeau;  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society — fish  pond,  M.  A.  Wells;  Young 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society — novelty, 
Mary  Jones;  Junior  Church— Games  and 
guesses,  Wm.  Lovelace  and  the  Rev.  D.  D. 
Turpeau,  Jr.;  Ladies’  Aid — Soaps  and  drugs, 
Mary  L.  Davis;  Pastor’s  Aid — Pictures  and 
programs,  Mary  Brooks;  Pastor’s  Social 
Helpers — Supper,  Kiziah  Shopshire;  Samar¬ 
itan  Club — Ice  cream,  Ella  Evans;  Gilpin 
Dramatic  Club — Fancy  candies,  Effie  V.  Mad¬ 
den;  Evergfreen  Club— Groceries,  Margaret 
Jennings;  Sunshine  Club — Tea  room,  Lula  P. 
Cohen;  Choir — Needle  work,  Anna  Matthews; 
Parsonage  Committee — Cake  and  pies,  Ida 
Butler;  Ep worth  League,  Senior  and  Junior 
— Notions  and  trinkets,  Mary  P.  Moore  and 
Edna  Perdue;  Sunday  school — Soft  drinks 
and  Methodist  punch,  William  T.  Butier. 


Mrs.  Mary  Bulkley  Taylor,  says  with  fine’ 
appreciation  of  its  purpose,  “May  this  anni¬ 
versary  celebration  serve  as  an  epodi  of 
wonderful  stimulation  to  the  membership  and 
t,  to  the  younger  generation  to 

high  ideals  which  motivated  the  founders  of 
this  great  church.”  And  among  the  former 
pastors  now  living,  whose  contributions  aided 
Calvary  to  achieve  such  a  commanding  niche 
in  the  affections  of  the  community,  are;  the 
Rev.  W.  H.  RUey,  D.D.,  the  Rev.  E.  A. 
White,  D.D.,  the  Rev.  D.  E.  Skelton,  D.D„ 
tee  Rev.  H.  W-  Tate,  D.D.,  the  Rev.  T.  L 
Ferguson,  D.D.,  and  Dr.  B.  F.  Smith,  who 
served  for  eight  years  as  pastor,  and  of 
whom  it  is  said,  “No  man  is  more  highly 
regarded  than  he.”  It  was  then  that  the 
Rev.  Dr.  G.  R.  Bryant  succeeded  to  the  pas¬ 
torate,  sold  the  old  Park  Street  Church  and 
other  properties,  purchased  the  beautiful 
substantial  Esther  Home,  and  victoriously 
led  the  congregation  into  the  present  com¬ 
modious  and  stately  stone  edifice  they  now 
occupy.  This  new  period  of  progress  under 
Dr.  Bryant  saw  the  change  of  name  also  from 
Park  Street  to  Calvary.  To  succeed  Dr. 
Bryant,  removed  recently.  Dr.  Turpeau  was 
transferred  from  Washington  Conference, 
where  for  years  he  stood  on  the  front  line  of 
service  and  leadership.  In  experience  and 
cultural  preparation  he  is  a  worthy  successor 
of  those  of  earlier  pastorates  of  this  church. 
He  is  the  third  son  of  a  family  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  born  in  Louisiana;  removing  to  Mt 
Kisco,  N.  Y.,  in  his  early  teen  years;  was 
schooled  in  the  village  school;  did  his  college 
work  at  Bennett  College,  Greensboro,  N.  C.; 
Institute  of  the  Hudson  River;  Drew  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  Madison,  N.  J.;  special  lec¬ 
tures  in  Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn.; 
has  held  many  important  appointments  in  the 
Delaware  and  Washington  Conferences;  three 
years  superintendent  of  Colored  Work  of 
Anti-Saloon  League  of  the  State  of  Mary¬ 
land  and  the  District  of  Columbia;  four  years 
district  superintend^t  Washington  District 
Washington  Annual  Conference.  The  anni¬ 
versary  gathers  its  wealth  of  inspiration  in  itz^ 
signal  recognition  of  the  Rev.  Matthew  W,1 
Clair,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  resident  bishop  of  the 
Covington  Area,  who,  with  Mrs.  Clair,  is  the 
honor  guest  of  the  occasion.  Sharing  this 
honor,  .Bishop  T.  S.  Henderson,  of  Cincin¬ 
nati  Area,  also  has  been  Invited  to  be  pres¬ 
ent  and  other  leading  white  Methodists  of 
the  city.  Officers  of  tee  anniversary  grand 
commission  are  the  Rev.  D.  DeWItt  Turpeau, 
chairman ;  Mrs.  Jossie  Spencer,  secretary; 
Mrs.  Clara  Oliver,  corresponding  secretary; 
Mrs.  Bessie  Beatty,  treasurer.  The  fifty- 
seventh  anniversary  celebration  will  vitalize 
the  church’s  consciousness  of  its  high  place 
of  leadership  in  the  city  and  stimulate  its 
desire  to  meet  more  largely  its  increasing  re¬ 
sponsibilities  for  service. 
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Teachers  gf  the  Nation’s  \buth 


“I  sing  the  praise  of  the  unknown  teacher.  Great  generals  win  campaigns,  but  it  is  the  unknown  soldier  who  wins  the  war. 
Famous  educators  plan  new  systems  of  pedagogy,  but  it  is  the  unknown  teacher  who  delivers  and  guides  the  young.  He  lives 
in  obscurity  and  contends  with  hardship.  For  him  no  trumpets  blare,  no  chariots  wait,  no  golden  decorations  are  decreed.  He 
keeps  the  watch  along  the  borders  of  darkness  and  makes  the  attack  on  the  trenches  of  ignorance  and  folly.  Patient  in  his  daily 
duty,  he  strives  to  conquer  the  evil  powers  which  are  the  enemies  of  youth.  He  awakens  sleeping  spirits.  He  quickens  the  indolent, 
encourages  the  eager,  and  steadies  the  unstable.  He  communicates  his  own  joy  in  learning,  and  shares  with  boys  and  girls  the  best 
treasures  of  his  mind.  He  lights  many  candles  which,  in  later  years,  will  shine  back  to  cheer  him.  This  is  his  reward.  Knowl¬ 
edge  may  be  gained  from  books,  but  the  love  of  knowledge  is  transmitted  only  by  personal  contact.  No  one  has  deserved  better 
of  the  republic  than  the  unknown  teacher.  No  one  is  more  worthy  to  be  enrolled  in  a  democratic  aristocracy,  ‘kinir  of  himself  and 
servant  of  mankind.’” 


The  above  is  a  worthy  tribute  which  Dr.  Henry 
Van  Dyke  pays  to  the  unknown  teacher.  What  a 
striking  appraisal  of  the  value  of  the  total  edu¬ 
cational  enterprise  is  seen  in  the  nation’s  setting  aside 
a  special  period,  concluding  with  November  13,  as  Edu¬ 
cational  Week!  Observance  of  this  week  annually  will 
be  more  enthusiastically  shared  by  the  public  generally 
when  there  is  a  more  intelligent  general  appreciation  of 
educational  values,  and  when  the  teacher’s  place  in  so¬ 
ciety  is  seen  in  its  right  and  proper  relation  to  social 
progress. 

A  fine  concept  of  this  relation  is  seen  in  the  desi^a- 
|tion  of  November  13  as  “God  and  Country”  Day.  And 
the  National  Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers  calls  it 
“National  Teacher”  Day.  For  education  is  the  work  of 
parent  and  teacher  conjointly  upon  the  child  to  fit  the 
child  with  proper  concepts  of  God  and  country  and  to 
induce  him  to  assume  right  and  normal  attitudes  to  his 
God  and  country;  or,  phrased  differently,  the  function 
of  education  is  to  effect  in  its  subject  right  social  ad¬ 
justment.  This  is  the  duty  of  the  teacher — to  aid  the 
process.  The  old  educational  theory,  “m  loco  parentis” 
is  not  the  whole  4;ruth ;  but  it  does  give  proper  emphasis 
to  the  importance  of  the  teacher  in  the  educational 
process. 

How  important  that  we  think  with  moral  precision 
of  the  future  possibilities  and  career  for  good  or  ill  of 
the  30,000,000  youth  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eight¬ 
een  years  who  make  up  the  educable  population  of  our 
country !  Of  these  30,000,000,  about  19,000,000  are  in 
actual  daily  attendance  in  the  public  schools,  not  in¬ 
cluding  others  in  the  numerous  private  schools  of  the 
nation. 

These  millions  are  gathered  and  assembled  in  more 
than  260,000  organized  schools,  and  their  cost  annually 
for  education  is  upwards  of  $1,814,743,936.  Of  this 
amount,  $949,877,466  is  disbursed  in  salaries  of  the 
760,000  teachers,  into  whose  hands  and  to  whose  concern 
the  nation  entrusts  the  shaping  of  the  character  of  her 
youth.  The  total  property  investment  of  the  nation  in 
this  momentous  educational  adventure  is  $3,744,780,714. 
This  is  but  the  expression  of  the  nation’s  confidence  in 
its  youth;  it  is  likewise  earnest  of  the  faith  which  the 
nation  shows  in  those  to  whom  the  youth  are  entrusted 
for  training. 


Teachers  are  society’s  key  men.  On  them  devolves 
the  task  of  returning  to  society  the  largest  possible  yield 
on  this  investment  of  funds  to  make  stable  and  progres¬ 
sive  our  democratic  ideals.  The  bigness  of  the  enterprise 
entails  commensurate  responsibility.  Every  school  plant 
at  once  both  suggests  and  forbids  the  possibility  of  fail¬ 
ure  to  utilize  most  advantageously  to  society  the  invest¬ 
ment  which  it  boldly  makes  in  funds  for  the  conservation 
of  its  youth.  Efficiency  and  culture  must  be  enhanced 
if  civilization  is  to  be  a  progressive,  uplifting,  and  en¬ 
nobling  process.  That  is  the  meaning  of  these  invested 
billions  from  the  nation’s  coffers. 

But  mose  than  money  is  life — ^young  life.  In  mould- 
ing  this  aright,  the  teacher  has  her  real  opportunity. 
Here  are  the  possibilities  of  immortality.  In  two  ways, 
at  least,  this  can  be  done:  the  youth  can  be  apprised  of 
his  foes — ignorance,  egotism,  and  excesses.  He  is  a 
worthy  teacher  of  youth  who  impresses  youth  with  the 
fact  of  the  blinding  blight  of  ignorance;  how  it  likewise 
narrows  his  world  and  keeps  him  unarmed  for  achieve¬ 
ment  and  subservient  to  needless  fears ;  that  egotism  is 
the  foe  of  society  which  is  a  network  of  relationships 
into  which  each  must  articulate  for  the  good  of  the  other 
and  of  the  whole;  that  contrary  to  excesses,  self-mastery 
is  true  sovereignty,  and  the  “golden  m6an,”  as  taught  by 
an  old  teacher  years  ago,  is  always  safer  than  excess.  For 
this  is  wasteful. 

Setting  forth  in  word  and  example  such  ideals,  he  is 
a  good  teacher  who,  moreover,  creates  in  youth  real  joy 
in  quest  for  the  true,  the  noble,  the  Good ;  who  creates 
in  youth  a  yearning  for  the  company  and  fellowship  of 
the  Great.  These  speak  and  inspire  through  the  printed 
ftnd  through  their  living  radiant  personalities. 
That  teacher  performs  a  service  to  youth  who  leads  youth 
to  make  wise  contacts  with  such  ennobling  factors  as  will 
^ve  them  the  right  perspective  in  which  to  live  their 
lives  for  their  God  and  their  country. 

National  Education  Week,  properly  observed,  will 
give  impetus  to  some  such  thoughts  and  larger  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  these  values  which  concern  the  teacher  and  the 
future  perpetuity  of  the  nation.  Humbly,  inconspicu¬ 
ously,  but  efficiently  and  with  sacrificial  devotion  multi¬ 
plied  thousands  of  these  servants  of  the  nation  in  public 
and  private  schools  are  fitting  the  youth  for  right  ad¬ 
justment  in  the  social  order  of  their  times. 
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Red  Cross  Roll  Call 


American  citizens  of  all  types  will  welcome  the 
opportunity  to  enroll  on  the  membership  list  of  the 
^American  Red  Cross  when  the  roll  call  for  mem¬ 
bers  is  held  during  the  period  from  November  11-24.  The 
organization  is  one  of  the  most  benevolent  social  insti¬ 
tutions  functioning  in  our  national  life.  It  is  financed 
regularly  by  annual  roll  calls  for  membership  fees  from 
which  are  drawn  funds  to  meet  current  needs  and  for 
building  up  a  reserve  for  future  contingencies.  The 
present  membership  is  a  little  upwards  of  3,000,000 ;  it 
should  be  10,000,000.  The  goal  set  for  the  present  roll 
call  is  6,000,000. 

The  organization’s  appeal  is  amply  justified  by  its 
past  history,  together  with  its  prospect  and  promise  of 
future  usefulness  in  the  nation.  Its  record  during  the 
past  year  discloses  probably  the  most  comprehensive 
achievement  in  relief  work  ever  undertaken  by  any  single 
organization.  It  helped  in  ninety-seven  disasters ;  seventy- 
seven  of  these  were  major  projects  carried  on  at  home. 
The  remaining  twenty  were  its  ministrations  in  foreign 
countries.  Such  calamities  were  included  as  fires,  mine 
explosions,  epidemics,  cloudbursts,  hurricanes,  hail¬ 
storms,  earthquakes,  tornadoes,  fioods,  and  refugee  work 
in  war-tom  China.  Besides,  there  was  our  own  destruc¬ 
tive  Mississippi  flood,  too  fresh  in  the  memory  of  men. 
That  flood  ravaged  seven  States  over  a  distance  of  a 
thousand  miles  north  and  south  and  several  hundred  miles 
east  and  west.  Millions  of  acres  of  the  most  alluvial  soil 
were  inundated ;  crops  destroyed  or  retarded ;  thousands 
of  domestic  animals  perished  or  w^ere  marooned;  more 
than  600,000  men,  women,  and  children  were  rendered 
homeless  or  helpless  and  dependent — objects  of  State  and 
national  relief. 

Already  engaged  in  relief  work  with  hurricanes  in 
Florida,  floods  in  Kansas  and  Illinois,  the  Red  Cross  was 
abruptly  called  by  circumstances  to  sponsor  and  operate 
this  monumental  relief  work  in  the  lower  Mississippi  Val¬ 
ley  and  Delta.  Appealing  to  the  Federal  and  State  Gov¬ 
ernments  and  to  private  philanthropy,  the  organization 
in  an  incredible  period  of  time  amassed  the  greatest  relief 
fund  our  country  has  ever  created.  For  all  these  causes 
a  total  of  $20,000,000  was  put  at  its  disposal,  which  in¬ 


cluded  contributions  also  from  other  countries.  Thus 
was  made  possible  the  remarkable  accomplishment  of 
rescuing,  sheltering,  feeding,  clothing,  and  protecting  the 
health  of  more  than  600,000  men,  women,  and  children 
of  two  races  and  feeding  thousands  of  domestic  animals 
for  many  weektf^  of  returning  them  to  their  home  territory 
with  shelter,  food,  and  seed  for  planting,  and  the  tre¬ 
mendous  problem  of  aiding  them  to  resume  normal  living. 

Anticipating  wisely  future  demands  on  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  services.  Chairman  John  Barton  Payne  says :  “We 
need  at  least  5,000,000  members.  We  are  obligated  to 
draw  annually  upon  our  reserves,  and  the  demands  upon 
us  increase  each  year.  Our  roll  call  funds  should  meet 
our  normal  needs  and  add  something  to  our  reserves  for 
the  great  disasters.  We  must  have  a  larg^  reserve.  No 
one  can  tell  when  a  situation  may  arise  when  this  reserve 
will  be  essential  to  the  lives  of  thousands.  The  Red  Cross 
cannot  wait  to  raise  funds.  Action  prompt,  instant,  is  its 
life.  Instant  action  means  the  lives  of  many.  It  must 
be  strong ;  it  must  be  ready ;  this  means  a  large  reserve.” 

In  the  character  of  its  structure,  the  Red  Cross  pro¬ 
vokes  favorable  response  to  its  appeal.  It  is  cosmopoli¬ 
tan,  as  such  a  national  institution  should  be.  In  its  scope 
of  membership,  as  well  as  ministration,  it  includes  the 
total  range  of  population  elements.  It  is  too  big.  to  be 
little;  has  no  genius  for  such  superficial  barriers  as  are 
common  to  provincial  groups.  All  the  people  are  its 
legitimate  constituents,  as  all  are  helped  by  it  in  times 
of  disaster.  Its  flexibility  for  all  types  of  relief  work 
is  likewise  one  of  its  admirable  aspects.  Whether  flood, 
tornado,  or  fire ;  whether  earthquake  or  epidemic,  the  Red 
Cross  is  on  the  ground  with  an  effectively  functioning 
machinery,  including  its  highly  skilled  administration  and 
personnel  that  makes  possible  the  minimum  delay  in  cop¬ 
ing  with  the  situation.  Duplication  of  effort  is  also 
avoided,  and  misdirection  and  diversion  of  funds  are  prac¬ 
tically  forestalled  by  the  operation  of  this  well  articulated 
social  agency.  It  is  well  that  the  benevolent  sympathies  of 
the  nation  have  at  hand  this  splendid  channel  of  expression 
through  which  they  are  directed  to  relieve  the  nation’s 
sufferers  in  times  of  staggering  disaster.  The  roll  call 
should  greatly  multiply  its  powers  of  efficiency. 


Thanksgiving  M usings 


Man  is  a  highly  complex  creature  living  within  a 
similarly  complex  environment.  The  product  of 
these  factors  for  him  is  an  experience  very  pro¬ 
found.  In  it  he  finds  a  large  element  of  mystery.  There 
is  mystery  in  himself  and  mystery  in  his  world  without. 
He  cannot  more  adequately  account  for  or  interpret  all 
of  his  inner  states  of  consciousness,  analyzing  it  and  refer¬ 
ring  its  caprices  to  every  causal  stimulus  than  he  can 
tell  from  whence  the  wind  blows  or  whither  it  goes.  The 
problems  of  the  falling  apple,  the  surging  tides,  the  ripen¬ 
ing  grain,  the  twinkling  stars,  and  the  incesant  heart¬ 
beat — these  and  a  multitude  of  others  baffle  his  under¬ 
standing.  He  is  awestruck  at  both  the  mysteries  and 
the  power  of  his  world. 

Opposed  to  this  problem  of  mystery  are  his  ignor¬ 
ance  and  weakness  amid  the  interplay  of  forces.  He  is 


aware  of  his  weakness  as  compared  with  the  immeasurable 
deposits  of  power  and  force  which  the  universe  discloses 
about  him.  He  acknowledges,  in  his  consciousness  at 
least,  that  everywhere  within  and  without  the  universe 
affords  is  in  itself,  and  he  in  himself,  a  mystery  insoluble 
to  reason.  He  is  able  only  to  stand  on  shore  and  fumble 
with  the  pebbles  of  understanding  as  these  concern  this 
mysterious  universe  and  personal  self.  This  is  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  human  race,  as  far  as  we  know,  from  the 
time  of  its  emergence  on  the  world  stage.  Uniformly  that 
experience  has  continued  until  now.  Man  is  dazed  and 
baffled  by  his  world. 

Standing  helpless  and  ignorant  thus,  he  ventures  to 
refer  this  entire  manifestation  of  things  and  life  to  that 
cause^creative  and  sustaining — which  he  conceives  and 
(Concluded  on  page  910) 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Thanksgiving  and  Hope 

There  could  be  no  better  reading  for  Americans  to 
do  in  the  Thanksgiving  season  than  the  article  by 
Dr.  Charles  A.  Beabd  in  The  World  Tomorrow, 
for  November,  on  “Recent  Gains  in  Government.” 

Thanksgiving  is  a  time  when  by  long  custom  we  con¬ 
sider  the  moral  and  spiritual  progress  of  the  nation,  strik¬ 
ing  a  trial  balance,  as  it  were,  between  good  and  evil; 
making  an  appraisal  of  the  causes  for  national  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  and  taking  a  clear  look  at  the  menacing  tendencies  in 
our  common  life.  Doctor  Beard  discusses  the  moral  and 
spiritual  gains  in  government  in  the  United  States  in  the 
last  twenty-five  years.  His  review  is  keenly  critical,  based 
on  a  realistic  knowledge  of  American  history  and  Amer¬ 
ican  life  unsurpassed  and  probably  unequalled  by  any  man 
in  the  country.  The  reading  of  his  judgments  may  well 
cause  the  singing  of  the  time-honored  Thanksgiving  hymn, 
“Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God.” 

Needless  to  say  Doctor  Beard  does  not  belong  to  the 
Pollyanna  school  of  historians.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
superficial  optimism  about  the  United  States  which  is 
based  on  a  smug  complacency  and  a  blindness  to  glaring 
evils  and  scandal.  That  kind  of  optimism  is  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  obstacles  to  moral  and  spiritual  progress. 
Doctor  Beard  does  not  have  any  part  or  lot  in  that  sort  of 
business.  He  faces  all  the  facts  and  forces  going  into 
the  making  of  America.  His  monumental  book,  publis'hed 
this  year,  The  Rise  of  American  Civilization,  is  one  of  the 
truly  great  books  of  this  decade  and  will  have  large  influ¬ 
ence  in  frejeing  American  history  from  myths  and  fairy 
tales  and  distortions. 

It  is  just  because  of  this  quality  in  Doctor  Beard’s 
thinking  that  his  optimistic  outlook  on  gains  in  govern-' 
ment  is  so  significant.  He  has  small  patience  with  the 
backward  looking  pessimist  w'ho  is  always  recalling  the 
great  days  of  old  to  the  disparagement  of  the  present 
time.  Summarizing  the  humane  legislation  of  a  quarter 
century,  he  says: 

“Judged  by  the  standards  of  the  reformers  of  1890,  more  humane 
and  democratic  legislation  running  in  the  direction  of  greater  eco¬ 
nomic  justice  has  been  put  upon  the  statute  books  of  the  United 
States  during  the  past  twenty-five  years  than  during  the  hundred 
and  ten  years  that  elapsed  between  &e  founding  of  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  inaug^uration  of  Beitjamik  Habaisok.  This  result 
was  accomplished  by  agitation,  political  action,  economic  pressure, 
and  the  spread  of  ideas.” 

He  shows  how  the  following  measures  have  been  made  laws 
against  the  bitterest  opposition  from  the  classes  of  wealth 
and  power;  A  graduated  income  tax  shifting  to  wealth 
some  of  the  burden  of  federal  taxation;  the  inheritance 
tax;  the  postal  saving  system,  so  violently  denounced  as 
red  socialism  in  1892 ;  compensation  for  injuries  to  per¬ 
sons  employed  in  interstate  commerce;  woman  suffrage; 
the  interstate  commerce  court.  In  the  realm  of 'admin¬ 
istration  Doctor  Beard  finds  a  far  more  sensitive  con¬ 
science  at  work  than  twenty-five  years  ago.  He  admits 
the  dark  shame  of  Daugherty,  Fall,  Doheky,  Sinclair, 
and  “patriots”  of  that  school.  But  he  shows  that  it  is 
not  on  a  par  with  the  scandals  of  the  Credit  Mobilier,  the 
Whiskey  Ring,  the  Black  Friday  episode,  the  Mulligan 
letters,  and  the  Star  Route  Frauds,  or  other  scandals 
of  “the  nobler,  ampler,  purer  days  of  our  fathers.”  He 
says  very  keenly: 

“The  condemnation  of  Fall,  Doheny,  and  Sinclair,  however  mild, 
must  be  ascribed  to  a  change  in  American  spirit.  In  1877  these  men 


would  have  all  received  honorary  degrees  for  their  foresight.  Any¬ 
way,  the  federal  government  has  its  oil  lands  back  and  the  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  episode  are  not  Doctors  of  Law.  But  what  about 
Hon.  Harry  Daugherty?  He  was  prosecuted,  courageously  and 
energetically  prosecuted,  and  a  jury  of  his  peers  failed'  to  convict 
him.  No  person  as  highly  placed  hi  federal  p<ditic8  in  the  nobler, 
purer  days  of  our  fathers,  when  the  Whiskey  Ring  was  operating, 
was  prosecuted  for  anything.” 

Doctor  Beard  well  calls  attention  to  the  distinguished 
though  little  noticed  services  of  the  workers  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  bureaus  in  Washington.  He  asks: 

“How  many  gentle  readers  who  daily  abuse  the  federal  adminis¬ 
tration  system  know  anything  about  the  careers  of  the  bureau  chiefs 
in  Washington,  the  scores  of  devoted  public  servants  who  carry  on 
the  business  of  the  government?  How  many  critics  could  give  an 
accurate  ten-word  statement  about  the  work  done  hy  the  Bureau  of 
Standards,  the  Children’s  Bureau,  the  Weather  Bureau,  the  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry,  the  Bureau  of  Entomology,  the  Forest  Service, 
the  Reclamation  Service,  or  any  significant  division  of  the  federal 
administration  ?” 

Such  remembrance  is  well  worth  while  in  a  day  when 
cheap  sneers  about  “bureaucratic  leeches”  have  become  a 
popular  fad. 

Turning  to  State  government.  Doctor  Beard  continues ; 

_  Wherever  we  turn  in  State  government— to  health  legislation,  to 
the  care  of  defective  and  delinquents,  to  appropriations  for  the 
public  schools,  to  the  opening  up  of  backward  regions  by  highway 
improvements,  to  the  wide  range  of  activities  loosely  g^rouped  under 
social  welfare’ — ^we  find  advance  all  along  the  line.  A  cross  section 
of  State  administration  in  1870,  as  compared  with  a  cross  section  in 
1927,  is  itself  an  education  in  the  processes  of  democracy — ^that  poor 
^g  so  successfully  despised  by  the  triumphant  civilisations  of 
Hungaiy,  Italy,  and  Russia  I  Looking  backward,,  there  is  encourage- 
what  remains  to  be  done,  however,  there  is  an 
undeniable  challenge  to  our  powers  of  imagination  and  action.” 

His  summary  of  the  moral  aspects  of  government  stirs 
emotion  both  of  gratitude  and  renewed  dedication  to 
service. 

Immense  advances  have  been  made  in  various 
spheres  of  American  government,  advances  in  effi¬ 
ciency,  standards  of  public  honor,'  social  justice, 
and  humanity.  These  gains  have  been  made  by  the 
insistence  of  agitators ;  the  endless  discussions  of 
fireside,  forum,  shop,  and  office;  the  pressures  of 
citizens’  committees,  the  writing  of  critics,  the  log¬ 
ical  and  sentimental  appeal  of  constructive  pro¬ 
posals — in  short,  by  the  activities  of  millions  of 
men  and  women,  most  of  them  unknown  to  the 
pages  of  written  history,  who  have  thought,  writ¬ 
ten,  spoken,  and  dared.  A  word,  an  article,  a  pam¬ 
phlet,  a  Ispeech,  or  a  book  may  set  in  train  forces 
of  incalculable  mmnent.  Such  is  the  mystery  of 
the  life  in  which  we  work — the  unforeseen  poten¬ 
tialities  of  what  men  and  women  think  and  do.” 

How  was  all  this  brought  about?  Simply  by  the  con¬ 
tinued  agitation,  organization,  education  of  thousands  of 
nameless  groups  throughout  the  country,  willing  to  put 
at  the  service  of  a  great  patriotic  ideal  their  labor  and 
thought  and  devotion.  We  are  often  tempted  to  ask. 
What’s  the  use?  when  confronted  by  great  social  evils. 
Here  is  an  answer  to  that  question  in  the  very  terms  of  the 
great  injunction  of  the  apostle  Paul:  “Be  not  weary  in 
well-doing,  for  ye  shall  reap  in  due  season  if  ye  faint  not.” 

Specialists 

Dr.  Will  Mayo,  of  Rochester,  Minnesota,  says  that 
in  this  modem  world  a  specialist  “is  a  man  who  knows 
more  and  more  about  less  and  less.” 

L. 
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Some  Weaknesses  of  Protestantism 

This  is  Not  All  Pleasant  Reading— But  If  You  Like  to  Think— Read  It 

By  John  D.  Green 


Paitor  Methodist  Episcopal 

There  exists  to-day  a  very  widespread  feeling 
that  our  chief  political  and  religious  problems  would 
largely  disappear  if  we  were  only  all  native-white- 
Gentile-Protestants.  Many  people  can  see  no  good  in 
Roman  Catholicism,  and  in  Protestantism  it  is  difficult 
for  them  to  see  any  serious  faults.  Convinced  of  the 
stupid  inferiority  of  the  Roman  church  and  of  the  un¬ 
questionable  excdlence  of  Protestantism,  these  people  are 
blind  to  many  things  which  should  be  seen  clearly.  Witti 
regard  to  the  church  which  looks  to  the  papacy  for  its 
leadership,  many  people  get  no  farther  in  their  thought 
than  to  be  amazed  at  the  capacity  of  otherwise  intelli¬ 
gent  people  to  accept  what  seem  to  the  outsider  to  be 
the  superstitions  of  that  church. 

It  is  our  present  purpose  to  develop  the  proposition 
that  there  have  been  mistakes  made  by  Protestant  churches 
which  weaken  her  strength  beyond  measure,  and  that  these 
failures  call  for  correction  so  insistently  that  our  strength 
and  time  would  be  exhausted  at  that  task,  leaving  little 
for  attacking  the  sister  church.  After  we  shall  have  cor¬ 
rected  these  faults  we  shall  be  in  better  position  to  sug¬ 
gest  changes  elsewhere. 

•  —  -  Off  on  the  Wrong  Foot 

In  early  Protestantism  there  was  no  missionary  pur¬ 
pose  and  program.  In  his  “History  of  Protestant  Mis¬ 
sions,”  Professor  Wameck  shows  how  Luther  failed  to 
include  this  essential  in  his  program.  He  maintained  that 
the  kingdom  of  God  had  been  already  established,  and  the 
“other  sheep”  had  been  brought  in.  He  worked  out  some 
beautiful  expositions  of  the  great  commission  to  go  into 
all  the  world,  but  they  were  all  pointing  to  the  past.  No¬ 
where  does  he  recommend  either  the  going  out  or  the 
sending  out  of  missionaries.  For  the  winning  of  those 
who  were  not  at  the  time  serving  the  Christ,  he  depended 
upon  the  chance  scattering  of  Christian  people,  as  by 
persecution.  In  this  position  Luther  was  ably  supported 
by  such  eminent  leaders  as  Melanchthon,  Zwingli,  and 
Calvin. 

Another  blunder  in  the  history  of  our  branch  of  the 
.  church  was  that  of  not  taking  the  lead  in  the  social  re¬ 
form  among  the  peasants  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
Luther’s  utterances  were  largely  responsible  for  arousing 
the  cwnmon  people  to  hope  for  better  things.  Think  of 
the  effect  of  such  words  as  the  following  upon  people 
who  were  heavily  oppressed  by  their  rulers:  “Kings  are 
made  for  their  people ;  they  ought  to  seek  only  the  good 
of  their  subjects.  ...  Oh,  masters  and  lords,  govern 
with  moderation  and  justice.  Your  subjects  will  not 
long  put  up  with  your  tyranny.  ...  I  am  delighted 
to  see  the  tyrants  trembling.” 

Having  aroused  the  people,  Luther  deserted  them, 
and  they  were  naturally  guilty  of  those  excesses  which 
are  always  the  result  of  unguided  movements.  Contrast 
with  the  above  words  the  following  statements:  “Peas¬ 
ants  must  hear  the  crack  of  the  whip  and  the  whizz  of 
the  bullet;  if  they  refuse  to  obey,  let  the  cannon  balls 


Church,  MUlershurg,  Ohio 

whistle  among  them  or  they  will  make  things  a  thou¬ 
sand  times  worse.  Dear  lords,  smite,  stab,  destroy ; 
whoever  dies  fighting  for  authority  is  a  martyr  before 
God.  ...  I  pray  every  one  to  depart  from  the  peasants 
as  from  the  devil  himself.” 

These  mistakes,  of  course,  place  no  responsibility  upon 
us  to-day,  except  to  see  that  our  church  is  not  free  from 
error,  as  the  Catholics  think  theirs  to  be ;  and  to  set 
ogyselves  to  the  tasku)f  making  right  what  is  wrong  at 
home  before  we  are  too  ambitious  upon  setting  others 
right. 

Crippling  Divisions 

One  reason  for  the  Reformation  was  the  evils  which 
sprang  up  from  the  power  of  the  central  authority  in¬ 
vested  in  the  papacy.  With  this  authority  broken,  the 
inevitable  resvdt  was  that  there  would  be  divisions  and 
sects  set  up.  That  the  various  denominations  have  been 
of  value  is  not  to  be  questioned.  It  is  equally  true  that 
Protestantism  has  developed  no  effective  organizing  force 
which  can  safeguard  us  from  injifrious  and  useless  di¬ 
visions.  While  we  are  determined  that  no  external  power 
shall  ever  control  the  church,  we  must  not  be  content 
to  permit  conditions  to  remain  as, they.  are.^,.. ,, 

We  are  expert  in  the  art  of  breaking  churches  apart. 
At  any  time,  on  short  notice,  we  can  split  a  church  on  a 
question  of  ritual,  doctrine,  a  personal  quarrel,  or  some 
political  issue.  Our  expositors  of  Scripture  devise  some 
wonderful  theories  by  which  to  justify  the  existence  of 
the  several  sects,  but  our  skill  is  scarcely  amateur  when 
it  comes  to  coming  together.  If  we  would  address  our¬ 
selves  to  this  task  with  some  of  the  devotion  and  zeal 
which  are  being  employed  in  other  directions,  the  church 
would  gain  more  in  the  end. 

Ugly  Churches 

In  her  revolt  against  everything  which  hints  at  rit¬ 
ualism,  our  churches  have  made  themselves  unattractive 
in  an  entirely  unnecessary  way.  Puritanism  seemed  to 
pride  itself  on  its  plainness.  It  is  probable  that  the  bare 
emptiness  of  the  majority  of  our  buildings  has  been  due 
to  the  poverty  of  our  churches,  caused  in  part  by  our 
divisions,  rather  than  a  studied  purpose  to  be  ugly.  At 
any  rate,  there  is  more  progress  in  the  direction  of  im¬ 
proved  architecture  than  in  the  beautification  of  the  order 
of  worship. 

With  a  strange  blindness  Protestantism  has  failed  to 
use  the  powerful  influences  of  the  beautiful  in  form,  color, 
sound,  and  motion  to  aid  the  senses  in  the  worship  of  the 
Unseen.  With  mysterious  inconsistency  we  have  been 
drawn  by  the  ritual  of  fraternal  orders  while  at  the  same 
time  refusing  to  employ  any  symbolism  in  worship. 

Poverty  of  Prayer  Life 

When  one  reflects  a  moment  upon  the  poverty  of  our 
Protestant  prayer  life  and  upon  our  lame  efforts  to  wor¬ 
ship  with  spiritual  reverence,  it  cannot  but  be  clear  that 
we  are  challenged  to  lay  hold  on  all  that  God  has  made 
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in  the  way  of  beauty  which  will  bring  to  our  sense- jaded 
being  the  consciousness  of  the  divine  presence.  This  will 
occupy  some  energy  now  devoted  .to  destructive  criticism 
and  antagonism,  and  which  will  help  make  Protestantism 
what  she  must  be  before  she  is  a  sufficient  substitute  for 
the  mother  church. 

Un-Godly  Business  and  Pagan  Politics 

On  no  point  is  Protestantism  more  sure  of  her  ground 
than  that  she  will  not  tolerate 
the  domination  of  the  church 
in  matters  of  business  or  gov¬ 
ernment.  That  the  church 
and  state  should  ever  again  be 
united  has  no  place  in  the 
thought  or  desire  of  any  loyal 
American.  Evep  a  slight  fa¬ 
miliarity  with  history  will 
show  that  the  Roman  Church 
performed  an  invaluable  serv¬ 
ice  to  the  world  during  the 
Middle  Ages  when  she  pos¬ 
sessed  far-reaching  temporal 
power.  That  she  based  her 
claims  upon  the  infamous  and 
forged  “Decretals”  does  not 
lessen  the  value  of  that  service 
in  a  day  when  all  the  world  was 
in  chaos.  A  fact  which  may 
be  discerned  with  equal  ease  is 
that  her  abuse  of  that  power 
caused  her  to  forfeit  any  claim 
to  its  further  possession,  and 
no  facts  have  been  presented 
to  show  her  entitled  to  its 
restoration. 

The  deplorable  fact  about 
the  entire  matter  is  that  when 
Protestantism'  tore  down  the 
temporal  power  of  the  church, 
she  placed  no  equivalent  or 
suficient  influence  in  control 
of  the  industrial  and  political 
affairs  of  the  world.  When  we 
insist  upon  the  separation  of 
the  church  and  the  state,  we 
are  not  thereby  saying  that 
we  demand  separation  of 
moral  principles  and  spiritual 
influence  from  temporal 
affairs.  Unfortunately  this 
undesirable  divorce  has  been 
the  actual  result  of  Prot¬ 
estantism. 

Glance  a  moment  at  some 
common  facts.  The  phrase, 

“business  is  business,”  has  been  generally  discredited,  but 
it  is  still  true  that  it  is  not  good  for  business  to  mix 
too  much  religion  with  it.  In  so  far  as  religion  is  a  help 
to  thrift,  honesty,  diligence,  faithfulness,  and  courtesy, 
it  is  a  commercial  asset ;  but  its  value  is  not  so  apparent 
when  it  speaks  about  not  laying  up  treasure  on  earth, 
about  seeking  another’s  rather  than  one’s  own  good,  or 
that  the  profit-motive  may,  after  all,  not  be  the  ultimate 
motive  for  human  endeavor. 

In  matters  of  government,  who  ever  heard  of  an  at¬ 


tempt  to  run  a  political  convention  along  Christian  lines? 
It  would  be  difficult  to  cast  a  more  serious  reproach  upon 
a  religious  organization  than  to  say  that  it  is  full  of 
politics.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  conventional 
diplomat  is  one  who  is  a  master  of  the  high  art  of  de¬ 
ceit.  We  are  not  willing  to  subscribe  to  the  doctrine 
that  the  state  can  do  no  wrong,-  it  is  true;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  we  are  not  imperiously  insistent  that  the 
state  shall  always  do  what  is  morally  right.  Do  we  want 

the  church  and  state  to  be 
separate  all  the  time,  or  do 
we  want  to  have  the  state  su¬ 
preme  in  time  of  war?  In  too 
many  cases  our  Protestant 
view  is  that  separation  of 
church  and  state  means  that 
the  church  will  take  its  orders 
from  the  state,  instead  of  the 
state  taking  orders  from  the 
church. 

Putting  the  Christian  Gos¬ 
pel  Into  the  Present 
World 

The  way  out  is  not  along 
the  line  of  a  return  to  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  state  by  the  pa¬ 
pacy,  although  some  would 
rejoice  at  the  chance.  An¬ 
other  way  is  also  closed. 
Protestant  churches  cannot  do 
what  is  denied  to  Rome,  al¬ 
though  ■i:here  are  certain  ones 
who  attempt  virtually  to  do 
what  they  condemn  in  Rome. 
There  are  those  who  are  per¬ 
fectly  willing  to  have  the 
church  control  public  affairs, 
providing  their  church  is  to 
do  it.  Such  an  attitude  is 
neither  Protestant  nor  Amer¬ 
ican. 

At  the  present  time  there 
is  in  sight  just  one  way  out 
of  the  unhappy  state  of 
affairs  which  exist  to-day. 
That  way  is  the  tedious  proc¬ 
ess  of  placing  in  office  and  in 
influential  business  positions 
men  who  are  committed  to  the 
task  of  seeing  that  Christian 
principles  will  control  life  in 
all  its  phases. 

Among  all  the  failures  of 
which  Protestantism  is  guilty, 
there  are  none  which  present 
a  more  serious  challenge  than  this,  which  is  to  work  out 
a  way  of  doing  what  Catholicism  very  naturally  and 
properly  attempted  to  do.  That  she  failed  to  find  the 
right  way  does  not  justify  our  failing  to  find  any  way. 

.  '  Lack  of  Loyalty 

Whether  it  is  real  or  artificial,  the  loyalty  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  to  his  church  is  a  fact  with  which  we 
must  reckon.  Protestantism  broke  the  ties  which  bound 
its  members  to  the  church,  and  she  has  failed,  to  date. 


••THE  LACY  LOVELINESS  OF  LEAVES” 


Murals  on  the  Walls  of  Time 

By  William  L.  Stidgee 

Like  murals  on  the  walls  of  Time; 

Like  lovely  lyrics  writ  in  rhyme; 

Like  some  lost  dream  of  other  years 

Mine  eyes  have  seen — this  day — through  tears: 

I 

Long  wind-waves  on  a  field  of  grain 
Where  swrdight  filters  through  the  rain; 

White  roses  washed  with  winds  that  sing 
Through  pine  trees,  ever  whispering ; 

Red  roses  rinsed  in  rains  that  flow 
Like  rivers  fed  from  clouds  of  snow; 

The  lacy’loveliness  of  leaves 
Stirred  hy  the  sunset* s  fitful  breeze; 

A  small  child  in  a  scented  bower 
Bent  low  and  talking  to  a  f,ower; 

A  woman  dying  e'er  her  time 
Still  smiling  with  a  Faith,  sublime; 

A  man  who  loves  her  and  whose  eyes 
Through  hers  look  into  Paradise; 

These  are  the  Portraitures  of  Fate; 

The  Images  Immaculate; 

My  murals  on  the  walls  of  Time; 

Life's  lovely  lyrics  writ  in  rhyme. 
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to  discover  their  equivalent.  It  is  not  enough  to  say  into  public  education,  in  so  far  as  this  can  be  done  with- 
that-  this  loyalty  to  Romanism  is  due  to  fear  or  to  ig-  out  disturbing  the  desirable  peace  of  the  typical  com- 
norance.  TTie  subject  cannot  be  dismissed  so  easily.  If  munity ;  but  they  do  see  that  stubborn  facts  prove  this 
Protestantism  claims  to  have  a  superior  motive,  she  can  to  be  an  impractical  method.  Certainly  the  charge  can- 
scarcely  admit  that  a  superior  motive  should  produce  not  be  made  that  they  are  opposed  to  the  religious  train- 
an  inferior  result.  ing  of  children.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  people  who 

It  is  in  place  for  Protestantism  to  discount  to  the  are  giving  their  lives  in  an  effort  to  build  up  a  system 
full  the  sham  loyalty  of  the  other  church,  but  there  the  of  schools  which  will  accomplish  these  desirable  results, 
matter  must  rest,  while  she  sets  herself  the  unattempted  This  failure  of  Protestantism  is  being  corrected  by 
task  of  finding  the  equivalent  and  intelligent  loyalty  for  the  plan  known  as  week-day  religious  education.  Instead 
that  of  the  faithful  Catholic,  who  gladly  does  for  his  of  bringing  the  divisive  element  of  religious  instruction 
church  what  few  Protestants  are  willing  to  do.  It  is  into  the  schools,  the  schools  share  the  week-day  time  of 
not  for  Protestantism  to  sulnnit  to  an  external  driving  the  children  with  the  churches  whose  real  task  it  is  to 

influence,  but  she  must  discover  an  inner  driving  force  give  this  instruction.  This  plan  has  none  of  the  objec- 

of  equal  power.  At  present  it  is  her  shame  and  reproach  tionable  features  of  the  Bible-in-the-school  plan,  for  it 
that  her  people  take  her  duties  so  lightly.  is  acceptable  to  Jew  and  Gentile,  Protestant  and  Catholic. 

Moreover,  it  cannot  be  opposed  consistently  by  those 
Neglected  Children  desire  no  religious  instruction  for  their  children,  since 

It  is  common  knowledge  that  the  training  of  their  the  public  schools  care  for  those  who  do  not  elect  the 
children  is  the  chief  means  whereby  the  Jews  and  Roman  religious  courses.  There  is  not  the  shallow  character  of 
Catholics  maintain  their  hold  on  the  people.  It  is  an  the  other  method,  for  the  trained  teacher  of  religion 
oflP  day  when  one  does  not  hear  some  wise  ranark  about  is  free  to  employ  every  known  means  of  giving  thorough 
the  shrewd  and  clever  way  in  which  these  groups  impress  instruction  in  her  subject. 

their  children  until  they  seldom  break  completely  with  All  of  the  failures  of  Protestantism  are  either  tem- 

the  church  or  synagogue.  It  is  an  almost  equally  rare  porary  or  incidental.  They  were  all  probably  inevitable, 

thing  to  find  any  Protestant  parent  doing  anything  The  continued  existence  of  none  of  them  is  necessary, 
about  it.  For  every  one  there  is  a  corrective  way  out.  Our  profit- 

The  children  of  Orthodox  Jews  get  an  average  of  able  employment  is  in  finding  and  applying  the  remedies 
854  hours  of  religious  instruction  annually.  The  Roman  rather  than  in  hostile  antagonism  toward  the  Roman 
Catholic  average  is  about  200  hours.  If  the  Protestant  Church.  Protestantism  fails  so  long  as  she  is  only  a 
child  were  to  come  on  time,  which  few  do,  there  would  protest.  It  is  not  enough  to  be  forever  against  some- 
be  one  hour  per  week  of  worship  and  instruction.  If  he  thing.  To  be  never  so  emphatically  negative  is  not  to 
were  to  come  regularly,  which  still  fewer  do,  there  would  have  real  faith.  By  setting  ourselves  industriously  to 
be  fifty-two  hours  per  year.  Add  to  this  contrast  the  the  task  of  remedying  these  faults,  we  shall  have  use 
difference  in  the  training  of  the  teachers,  and  the  situa-  for  all  our  energy  and  ingenuity,  and  we  shall,  at  the 
tion  becomes  even  more  unfavorable  to  us.  same  time,  bring  about  that  real  reformation  of  the  holy 

Those  who  have  come  to  the  conclusions  which  have  catholic  church  which  the  Lutheran  Reformation  never 
been  stated  are  not  opposed  to  the  bringing  of  the  Bible  really  accomplished. 


When  the  Soul  Goes  Stale 


A  Sermon  for  Preachers  and  the  Rest  of  the 
Human  Family,  Too 


ISAIAH  was  talking  about  men;  and  more  partic¬ 
ularly  about  prophets.  They  can  deteriorate.  And 
some  of  them  do. 

This  sentence  is  extremely  interesting  in  each  of  its 
members.  As  silver  enriches  those  to  whom  it  is 
given,  so  it  is .  a  preacher’s  business  to  enrich  folks. 
And  as  wine  stimulates,  so  it  is  his  business  to  stimu- 
ulate  people  to  the  quest  of  the  good  life.  There  is  no 
reason  under  heaven  why  a  congregation  should  give  of 
their  hard-earned  money  to  support  a  preacher,  if  he 
is  not  enriching  and  stimulating  them.  And  he  himself 
<mnnot  eat  the  bread  of  honesty  unless  he  is  making  them 
this  return. 

Nor  is  God  unreasonable  in  demanding  this  of  us. 
He  has  first  given  the  initial  equipment  for  it :  those  gifts 
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not  be  speaking  from  this  text.  I  use  it,  however,  not 
because  I  believe  this  dire  thing  hoM  happened  to  anj 
one  of  you;  but  only  because  it  may  happen.  And  there 
is  no  tragedy  greater  than  that  which  occurs  when  a 
real  man  degenerates  into  a  Robot,  and  when  the  ideal¬ 
ism  of  life’s  morning  gives  place  to  unrelieved  stodgi¬ 
ness  in  life’s  afternoon. 

But  how  does  it  ever  happen?  A  better  question 
would  be.  How  is  it  ever  averted?  So  many  things  con¬ 
spire  for  a  prophet’s  undoing  that  it  is  a  mark  both  of 
his  own  steadfast  watchfulness  and  of  the  mercy  of  God 
if  he  escapes.  It  is  easy  to  name  the  force  that  pulls 
matter  down  hill.  You  can’t  make  a  mistake,  for  there 
is  just  one — ^gravitation.  Not  so  with  personality. 
Many  sinister  forces  are  in  play  here.  My  time,,  how¬ 
ever,  will  permit  me  to  mention  but  two;  the  downward 
pull  of  the  body  and  of  the  mind. 


and  another.  It  will  cost  him  effort — ciunulative  effort — 
to  keep  in  touch  with  these  later  moulders  of  the  world’s 
thought.  Unless  he  puts  forth  this  unwearied  effort,  he 
will  be  found  talking  in  the  language  of  yesterday,  and 
might  just  as  well  keep  his  mouth  shut. 

The  Art  of  Straddling  Issues 

A  lazy  clerical  mind,  however,  works  its  worst  dis¬ 
service  in  another  direction.  It  keeps  the  preacher  from 
setting  forth  the  social  implications  of  Christianity.  Here 
is  a  region  that  is  all  fighting-ground.  Passions  are 
heated  on  both  sides.  You’ll  be  damned  if  you  do  speak 
out,  and  you’ll  be  damned  if  you  don’t.  Tlds,  of  course, 
is  neither  here  nor  there.  The  important  thing  is  that 
when  the  pulpit  speaks,  it  shall  be  out  of  full  knowledge, 
with  judicial  fairness,  and  without  the  use  of  what  Roose¬ 
velt  called  “weasel  words.”  It  is  just  here  that  the  Rev. 
M.  Mental  Sluggard  falls  down.  He  complains,  “I  haven’t 
time  to  make  several  trips  a  week  to  the  public  library. 
Still  less  have  I  time  for  the  mass  of  collateral  reading 
this  matter  calls  for.  Besides,  it  is  an  age  of  special¬ 
ism;  and  this  is  the  specialist’s  job. 

The  question  here  is  whether  we  personally  can  afford 
to  leave  to  anyone  else  the  saying  of  the  things  we  each 
should  be  saying.  This,  of  course,  would  be  the  easiest 
way;  hut  there  are  two  big  objections  to  it. 

First,  if  a  preacher  sidesteps  living  issues,  it  is  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  book  of  fate  that  he  shall  soon  be  talking 
platitudes.  John  Smith  tries  him  just  once.  He  sits 
through  a  shallow,  repetitious,  unrewarding  preachment, 
and  says,  “Never  again !”  The  next  Sunday  rolls  around ; 
and  this  time  it’s  not  churchgoing  but  solitaire  or  golf 
for  John  Smith. 

In  the  second  place,  we  must  remember  that  folks 
are  going  to  have  the  preaching  of  righteousness  some¬ 
how.  And  this  goes,  even  for  the  John  Smiths.  If  they 
can’t  get  it  from  the  pulpit,  they  will,  turn  elsewhere  for 
it.  This  very  year  an  English  bishop  was  expostulating 
with  his  clergy  over  their  poor  preaching.  And  I  may 
say  there  is  a  widespread  belief  that  when  Anglican 
preaching  is  poor,  no  other  can  touch  it  for  dullness. 
He  said  without  mincing  of  words  that  the  best  preach¬ 
ing  in  England  to-day  was  being  done  by  the  novelist  and 
the  playwright.  The  like  will  happen  in  America  if  the 
pulpit  abdicates  its  moral  leadership. 

*i  *  •  * 

Let  me  now  summarize.  Alfred  Loisy,  author  of  “My 
Duel  With  the  Vatican,”  writes  a  friend,  “There  is  in 
me  an  old  peasant  who  loves  not  change,  and  would  be 
horrified  at  having  to  move  out  his  household  gods;  a 
valetudinarian  whom  it  would  entirely  suit  to  escape  the 
labors  of  the  apostolate ;  a  student  who  would  be  delighted 
to  be  left  alone  to  his  historical  researches ;  and  there  is 
as  well  a  priest  who  would  gladly  serve  the  church  to  the 
best  of  his  ability  according  to  his  conscience.”  My 
last  words  would  be  that  the  years  in  which  we  have  power 
with  God  and  with  men  are  the  years  when  the  prophet 
within  us  votes  the  controlling  interest  of  the  stock  and 
runs  the  concern.  While,  if  ever  a  man  becomes  a  dis¬ 
appointment  to  angels  and  men,  it  is  usually  because  the 
prophet  has  been  outvoted  by  one  or  more  of  the  de¬ 
vastating  trio:  either  by  the  old  peasant  within  us,  in¬ 
hospitable  to  new  ideas;  or  tbe  valetudinarian,  bursting 
with  self-pity  and  given  to  sparing  himself;  or  the  stu¬ 
dious  recluse,  dehydrated  of  all  warm  human  interest. 
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The  Downward  Pull  of  the  Body 

There  is  no  denying  that  what  the  high-brow  calls 
verve,  and  the  low-brow  zip,  is  largely  a  matter  of  ex¬ 
uberant  physical  vitality.  While  it  lasts,  one  has  in  it 
a  big  asset.  But  if  he  has  nothing  to  fall  back  (m  when 
it  goes,  he  is  out  of  luck.  And  go  it  will;  it  is  “an  un¬ 
remaining  glory.”  The  body  is  bound  to  slow  down. 
This  we  see  quickly  and  poignantly  in  a  baseball  pitcher. 
But  it  happens  as  certainly,  if  not  as  obtrusively,  in  a 
preacher.  Paul  faced  this  prospect  that  his  physical 
life  would  be  a  diminuendo,  and  said  some  very  sensible 
things  about  it.  In  effect  he  said.  Since  your  body  is 
going  to  become  less  and  less  vital,  it  is  up  to  you  to 
see  that  something  about  you  is  becoming  more  and  more 
vital ;  and  so  redresses  the  balance.  If  the  outward  man 
is  on  the  downgrade,  you  must  be  at  the  more  pains  to 
keep  the  inner  man  on  the  upgrade.  You  can  save  the 
situation  by  having  a  spiritual  life  that  is  a  crescendo. 
You  can  save  it  in  no  other  way. 

Sermons  That  Have  No  “Bite” 

Think  next  of  the  downward  pull  of  the  mind.  Or¬ 
dinarily  we  do  not  call  it  just  that.  We  talk  rather 
about  its  habit-forming  tendency.  But  this  sly  old  habit¬ 
forming  tendency  will  bear  watching.  Unless  we  are 
careful,  it  will  drag  us  down  to  a  mechanical  performance 
of  everything  we  do.  And  some  things  were  never  meant 
to  become  mechanical  or  perfunctory.  They  are  the 
best  things,  too.  Was  it  not  a  newspaper  columnist 
who  said  a  man  can  tell  infallibly  just  when  his  honey¬ 
moon  comes  to  an  end?  It  is  when  kisses  lose  their  kick. 
Nothing  that  we  do  in  our  capacity  of  preachers  and 
pastors  was  meant  for  that  fate.  And  if  we  do  not 
want  to  become  wooden  workers,  we  have  no  choice  but 
to  put  up  a  constant  fight  against  the  habit-forming 
tendency  of  our  mind.  It  must  not  be  suffered  to  get 
in  its  devitalizing  work  upon  our  sermons,  our  prayers, 
or  our  pastoral  ministrations. 

Laziness  and  Staying  Power 

But  a  still  heavier  indictment  can  be  brought  against 
the  mind.  It  is  congenitally  lazy.  The  real  test  of  how 
much  grit  we  have  does  not  come  early.  This  is  a  young 
man’s  era ;  and  a  young  man  finds  his  own  contemporaries 
occupying  the  stage.  It  is  easy  to  understand  one’s  own 
and  keep  in  touch  with  it.  The  real  test  of  a  man’s  stay¬ 
ing  powers  comes  when  a  set  not  his  intellectual  con¬ 
temporaries  comes  on  the  scene,  and  after  that  another 
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“A  Crusading  General  Conference”  * 

By  Charles  H.  M.  Whelan 


WHAT  is  on  the  agenda  for  General  Conference? 
Delegates  are  being  elected,  but  few  know  to  what 
purpose.  A  few  matters  of  detailed  machinerj, 
new  or  left  over  from  1924*,  are  being  proposed.  Little 
has  been  brought  forward,  however,  sufficiently  serious 
to  engross  the  minds  and  justify  the  expense  of  the  many 
hundreds  gathered  at  Kansas  City  for  the  month  of  May. 

The  General  Conference  might  well  spend  some  time 
in  acquainting  the  church  with  the  present  state  of 
thought  all  over  the  world.  This  duty  devolves  upon  the 
General  Conference  because  her  creatures,  the  benevolent 
boards,  are  charged  with  the  spreading  of  the  gospel 
among  all  peoples.  It  is  the  calm  judgment  of  many  that 
we  need  a  new  understanding  of  the  minds  of  all  the 
various  peoples  of  the  world.  The  idea  that  the  mind 
of  the  world  is  fretful  over  the  acceptability  of  the  sort 
of  Christianity  advanced  by  America  may  shock,  but  that 
is  the  mind  we  have  to  deal  with.  Some  churchmen  ad¬ 
vance  the  proposition  that  a  crusade  to  change  the  pub¬ 
lic  habits  of  America  needs  to  accompany,  if  not  pre¬ 
cede,  our  world-wide  crusade  for  Jesus  Christ.  Strange 
things  are  being  said  about  Western  manners.  That 
these  strange  things  are  not  always  untrue  because  ut¬ 
tered  by  other  than  Nordics  needs  acknowledgment.  They 
are  not  queer  folk  who  meet  this  rebuke  with  penitence 
over  wrongdoing  on  the  part  of  Western  peoples. 

Increase  in  Mortgage  Indebtedness 

Does  the  church  view  with  alarm  the  tremendous  in¬ 
crease  in  our  mortgage  indebtedness?  Methodism  in  her 
‘beginning  worshipped  in  humble  houses ;  she  has  become 
so  wealthy  as  to  erect  beautiful  and  roomy  cathedrals. 
Dr.  Reinhold  Niebuhr  asks  pertinently  whether  beauty 
is  a  substitute  for  righteousness.  Churches  under  severe 
burdens  of  debt  may  be  asked  whether  they  are  spirit¬ 
ually  energetic.  Is  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  shortly 
to  find  itself  charged  with  the  relief  of  great  undertak¬ 
ings  at  the  expense  of  a  general  collection  wrung  from 
the  many  churches  which  have  not  dared  to  set  themselves 
to  church  building  along  modem  lines?  Signs  are  not 
lacking  that  prosperity  in  the  United  States  is  fiuctuat- 
ing.  Inasmuch  as  church  buildings  are  in  the  main 
financed  from  surplus  income,  what  shall  be  do^e  when 
there  is  no  income  surplus?  There  is  doubtless  ample 
justification  for  much  of  our  church  building,  but  at  what 
cost  ?  Jesus  Christ  viewed  one  of  the  world’s  most  beauti¬ 
ful  temples,  and  spoke  of  days  when  not  one  stone  would 
be  left  standing  on  another.  Travelers  in  Europe  are 
familiar  with  the  decay  of  temples.  Religion  evidently 
cannot  wait  upon  the  furnishing  of  the  whole  church  with 
beautiful  buildings.  Decent  approach  to  God,  and  His 
approach  to  His  people,  may  apparently  be  had  in  very 
humble  and  mde  places.  General  Conference  might  be 
called  upon  to  ask  the  meaning  in  terms  of  spiritual 
efficiency  of  our  tremendous  expenditures. 

The  Effect  of  Riches  on  Social  Ideals 

The  General  Conference  may  wish  to  learn  for  the 
sake  of  the  church  of  the  effect  of  riches  on  our  social 
ideals.  The  cost  of  these  beautifully  adequate  places 
of  worship  and  of  our  huge  benevolent  programs  and  of 


our  enormous  investments  means  more  money  than  middle- 
class  Methodists  can  afford.  The  surplus  income  of  the 
weU-to-do  and  wealthy  must  be  levied  upon.  The  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  maintains  every  four  years  a  respectful, 
if  sometimes  restless,  attitude  toward  the  social  creed  of 
the  churches,  and  supports  its  faith  by  approving  a  minor 
bureau  for  the  propagation  of  social  idealism.  There 
is  some  insistence  that  the  church  bring  practice  and 
ideal  together.  There  is  danger  in  this.  Riches  are 
touchy.  They  vanish  when  their  righteousness  is  ques¬ 
tioned.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  next  crusade  of  the 
church  may  be,  for  the  welfare  of  her  life  and  her  work, 
an  insisting  upon  the  propriety  of  acting  in  accord  with 
the  social  creed  of  the  ’churches.  If  any  part  of  the 
Appendix  of  our  Discipline  ought  to  be  effective,  let  the 
General  Conference  recognize  these  idealisms  formulated 
and  fostered  by  our  church. 

While  we  are  on  the  subject  of  idealism,  the  General 
Conference  might  ask,  “What  has  become  of  the  1924 
General  Conference  statement  and  program  on  peace?” 
Surely  the  General  Conference  of  1924  meant  what  it 
said.  Surely  that  pronouncement  was  sufficiently  con¬ 
servative  for  the  minds  of  the  church  to  meet  thereon. 
Since  that  day  the  world  has  passed  far  beyond  the  con¬ 
servative  items  therein  brought  together.  In  spite  of  the 
activities  of  security  leagues  and  paid  propagandists  and 
army  spokesmen ;  in  spite  of  the  inertia  of  the  church,  the 
peace  movement  is  one  strong  feature  of  American  life. 
And  it  is  the  supreme  necessity.  In  spite  of  all  hesita¬ 
tions,  the  people  of  Methodism  may  need  daring  urging 
to  this  new  crusade.  Self-preservation  requires  not  war, 
but  peace.  What  is  to  be  supreme  in  the  life  of  Christians 
who  cherish  the  memory  of  earlier  Christians  who  gave 
their  lives  in  the  belief  that  Christ  was  Lord  of  lords  and 
King  of  kings?  Is  the  new  religion  of  the  state  to  over¬ 
whelm  Christianity? 


The  Freedom  of  the  Pulpit 

The  General  Conference  should  recognize  that  in  order 
to  make  effective  such  pronouncements  she  must  stand 
for  the  freedom  of  her  pulpits.  In  so  far  as  her  preachers 
are  filled  with  the  spirit  of  Christ,  they  must  be  permitted 
to  voice  their  longings  for  a  different  and  better  day. 
Such  a  position  may  be  dangerously  in  conflict  with  con¬ 
temporary  interests,  but  it  is  essential.  The  world  was 
never  saved  by  the  conservative  pronouncements  of  a 
timid  church.  Slavery  and  the  liquor  traffic,  lesser  evils 
than  war,  were  never  abolished  by  easy  touches.  Freedom 
of  the  pulpit  and  press  must  be  insisted  upon.  Official 
papers  must  never  be  allowed  to  forget  that  their  life  is 
to  let  light  in  upon  all  subjects  which  affect  the  welfare 
of  men  and  women  and  children.  The  prophets  in  our 
midst,  some  a  step,  some  a  whole  mile  in  advance,  have 
the  right  to  require  this  of  the  church,  that  she  protect 
them — ^nay,  that  she  shall  not  hinder  them.  It  is  hearten¬ 
ing  to  note  the  example  of  the  few  great  churches  of  Meth¬ 
odism,  ministered  to  by  men  whose  eyes  have  not  been 
shut  when  God  passed  around  His  visions,  which  stand  by 
those  men,  although  the  members  may  in  many  thoughts 
and  ideals  differ  from  their  preachers. 

CUBA,  NEW  TORE. 
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Forty-Ninth  Session  Little  Rock 

Conference 

To  Be  Held  With  White’s  Memorial  Church  —  Bishop  Matthew  W. 
Clair,  D.  D. ,  LL.  D. ,  Presides — City  Ready  for  Opening  Day,  November  30 

“■WTTTE  ARE  now  economic  basis  chiefly  is  agriculture.  Because  of  the  not 
looking  for-  infrequent  floods  destroying  crops,  property,  and  hu- 
*  *  ward  with  man  life ;  and  because  of  the  interruption  thus  brought 
profound  interest  to  to  industry  through  the  handicap  of  production;  and 
the  coming  of  the  because  of  other  forbidding  factors,  the  progress  of 
Conference,  with  Methodism  herein  suffers  somewhat  in  comparison  with 
Bishop  Matthew  W.  sections  more  favored  by  absence  of  this  group  of  handi- 
Clair,  presiding,”  caps.  Nevertheless  the  devotion  and  aggressiveness  of 
writes  the  Rev.  S.  this  Conference  ranks  it  among  our  best  in  spirit  and 
McDonald,  pastor  of  promise.  Comprising  its  personnel  are  some  seventy  odd 
W  h  i  t  e’ s  Memorial  preachers  and  nearly  6,000  full  members.  In  material 
Methodist  Episcopal  establishment  there  are  106  church  buildings,  forty-flve 
Church,  Little  Rock,  parsonages,  with  a  property  valuation  qf  $345,320. 
Ark.,  of  which  the  Contributions  to  World  Service  for  1925  and  1926  were 
Little  Rock  Confer-  $9,129.70,  or  a  per  capita  giving  for  the  Conference 
ence  will  be  guest  in  of  eighty-four  cents;  for  the  area,  ninety-four  cents, 
its  annual  session,  which  is  far  from  disparaging  in  comparison  with  that 
which  convenes  in  of  such  wealthy  and  extensive  areas  as  the  Indianapolis, 
Little  Rock,  Novem-  Kansas  City,  and  Saint  Paul. 
e  Rev.  8.  McDonald,  Pastor  ber  30.  Pastor  Me-  Beyond  the  passion  for  soul  saving  and  the  zeal  for 

Donald’s  statement  re-  spreading  the  Kingdom,  perhaps  nothing  during  all  the 
3  the  spirit  of  industrious  and  extensive  prepara-  years  has  done  more  to  focus  the  interest  and  confederate 
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its  annual  session,  which  is  far  from  disparaging  in  comparison  with  that 
which  convenes  in  of  such  wealthy  and  extensive  areas  as  the  Indianapolis, 
Little  Rock,  Novem-  Kansas  City,  and  Saint  Paul. 

The  Rev.  8.  McDonald,  Pastor  ber  30.  Pastor  Me-  Beyond  the  passion  for  soul  saving  and  the  zeal  for 

Donald’s  statement  re-  spreading  the  Kingdom,  perhaps  nothing  during  all  the 
fleets  the  spirit  of  industrious  and  extensive  prepara-  years  has  done  more  to  focus  the  interest  and  confederate 
tion  that  has  been  in  process  among  the  people  of  his  the  efforts  of  ministeVs  and'layffleiT'alike'of 'the  Confer- 
congregation,  and  of  the  people  in  general,  iti  anticipa-  ence  than  have  their  two  educational  institutions  in  the 
tion  of  the  coming  of  the  Conference  with  its  benefleent  heart  of  the  Conference  territory.  Philander  Smith 
influence  on  the  city.  With  them  it  is  cause  for  gratifl-  College  and  Adeline  Smith  Home  are  the  polar  stars  of 
cation  that  resident  Bishop  Clair,  so  widely  beloved  for  the  Conference,  where  is  radiated  the  light  that  gives  to 
his  democratic  Christian  spirit,  is  to  preside  over  their  the  Conference  constituency  their  hope  of  future  pros- 
Conference  in  its  last  session  of  the  quadrennium.  This  perity  and  permanence.  And  what  is  more,  there  are 


fact  has  intensifled  the  interest  of  Arkansas  Methodism 
in  the  near  approach  of  their  Conference. 

The  possibilities  of  this  session  long  ago  were  initi¬ 
ated  by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Sherrill  who,  in  1889,  organized 
a  promising  nucleus  into  what  was  then  known  as  Simp¬ 
son  Chapel.  The  next  pastor,  the  Rev.  G.  N.  Johnson, 


four  other  Conferences  of  the  area  which  look  hopefully 
to  Philander  and  its  associated  girls’  home  as  their  only 
educational  institutions.  Before  the  Conference  was,  the 
school  was.  So  it  has  always  served  as  the  rallying  point 
where  were  reinforced  and  enlightened  the  moral  and 
spiritual  forces  that  have  played  so  large  a  part  in  ex- 


housed  that  small  flock  in  a  neat  little  frame  building,  tending  the  spiritual  boundaries  of  the  Conference  and 
in  which  they  worshipped  until  the  present  comfortable  enriching  the  quality  of  character  of  its  constituency, 
structure  was  completed.  One  year  ago,  only  the  foun-  One  of  the  most  thrilling  records  of  Methodist  loyalty 
dations  of  the  new  building  were  laid.  To-day,  due  to  is  that  of  the  support  given  by  the  people  of  Little 
the  untiring  efforts  of  the  Rev.  S.  McDonald,  the  struc-  Rock  Conference  to  their  school. 

ture  is  completed  and  garnished.  “Simpson’s  Chapel”  Such  devotion  for  forty  years  was  inspired  by  that 
was  changed  “White’s  Memorial”  for  this  rea¬ 
son:  One  of  the  founders  and  pioneer  members  of 
the  church,  Mrs.  Chaney  White,  willed  the  whole 
of  her  estate  to  the  trustees  of  the  church  who,  in 
grateful  memory  of  her  love  for  the  church  thus 
manifested,  in  turn  named  the  church  for  her — a 
beautiful  tribute.  It  cannot  be  any  wonder  that  in 
such  a  setting  as  this,  the  pastor  assures  the  Con¬ 
ference,  “We  shall  have  willing  hands  and  warm 
hearts  to  greet  all  delegates  and  visitors  who  shall 
come  to  the  Conference;  all  are  welcome.” 

For  the  future  of  our  Methodism  in  Arkansas, 
the  Conference  sessions  have  far-reaching  sig- 
niflcance.  Little  Rock  Conference,  organized  in 

1878,  embraces  the  entire  State  of  Arkansas.  Its  White’s  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
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nestor  of  Arkansas  Methodism,  President  J.  M.  Cox,  now 
emeritus,  of  Philander.  The  school’s  long  tradition  of 
service  to  the  Conference  is  happily  sustained  by  Presi¬ 
dent  George  C.  Taylor,  who  is  working  out  a  program 
of  solid  expansion  that  will  increase  by  a  hundred  fold 
the  efficiency  of  this  lone  educational  star  in  the  Coving¬ 
ton  Area.  Sharing  this  program  of  development  is  Ade¬ 
line  Smith  Home,  which  is  what  it  is  through  the  self- 
sacrificing  devotion  and  unstinted  labors  of  Mrs.  Hilda 
Nasmyth.  During  the  long,  wearying  years  that  she 
has  presided  with  such  queenly  grace  over  this  home  for 
the  elevation  of  the  young  womanhood  of  our  race,  she 
has  laid  the  entire  race  under  a  debt  which  we  can  never 
pay.  These  two  institutions  have  richly  endowed  the 
Conference  with  most  admirable  possibilities  and  have 
rendered  Methodism  at  large  distinct  service,  for  which 
we  are  all  grateful.  One  expected  result  of  the  Confer¬ 


ence  session  is  that  a  strong  and  substantial  impetus  shall 
be  given  the  cause  of  the  endowment  campaign  for  Phi¬ 
lander  now  being  carried  on  by  the  institution’s  officials 
and  friends. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Sherrill,  entertaining  district  stiperintend- 
ent,  has  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Revs.  I.  H. 
Hatchett  and  J.  L.  Bryant,  superintendents  of  the  Forest 
City  and  Fort  Smith  Districts.  Other  Conference  lead¬ 
ers  who  will  contribute  to  the  bishop’s  program  for  a 
most  profitable  session,  are  Secretary  B.  F.  Neal; 
statistician,  Silas  McDonald;  treasurer,  W.  J.  S.  Don¬ 
aldson  ;  registrar,  Mortimer  F.  Strong.  Our  central  and 
largest  church  in  Little  Rock,  Wesley  Chapel,  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Brower,  pastor,  though  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy 
building  campaign,  is  throwing  its  strength  also  to  the 
end  that  the  present  session  will  surpass  any  in  the  forty- 
nine  years’  history  of  the  Conference. 


Dedication  of  Gulfside  and  Area  Council 

By  the  Rev.  W.  Scott  Chinn 


The  future  of  Gulfside  is  assured,  if  the  dedica¬ 
tory  exercises,  together  with  this  year’s  Area  Coun¬ 
cil  meeting,  is  any  index  to  the  way  and  manner 
in  which  those  intrusted  with  its  success  are  determined 
that  it  shall  live  and  become  a  part  of  a  great  scheme 
to  provide  for  the  religious,  recreational,  and  outdoor 
life  of  our  people.  The  dedication  alone  offered  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  unusual  attraction  in  point  of  outstanding 
speakers  from  state  and  church.  The  Area  Council 
added,  made  a  combination  of  events  hard  to  match  any¬ 
where.  Added  to  this  also  was  the  bringing  of  3,000 
excursionists  from  New  Orleans  and  nearby  points  along 
the  Gulf  Coast  to  swell  the  number  and  remove  all  doubt 
as  to  what  Gulfside  will  do  in  the  future. 

Verily,  the  project,  bom  and  concieved  in  the  fertile 
brain  of  Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones,  seems  prophetic  and, 
supported  as  he  is,  by  the  ministers  and  laymen,  regard¬ 
less  of  race  or  denomination,  speaks  well  for  his  leader¬ 
ship  and  the  undertaking  of  so  great  a  project  as  Gulf¬ 
side.  It’s  a  task  worthy  of  appreciation  and  support. 
To  have  been  present  at  the  dedication  and  have  heard 
the  words  of  commendation,  hearty  approval,  and  promise 
of  loyal  support  upon  the  part  of  the  county  officials, 
bishops  within  and  without  the  church,  leading  educa¬ 
tors,  professional  and  business  men,  bankers,  heads  of 
fraternal  and  industrial  organizations,  to  have  heard 
these  alone  would  prove  an  honor  and  encourage  the 
work  of  the  project. 

Nothing  was  coerced  nor  pre-arranged  or  even  sug¬ 
gested  as  to  what  the  speakers  were  to  say.  Every  one 
spoke  as  he  felt.  White  and  colored  alike  were  unstinted 
in  their  expressions  as  to  the  real  significance  and  im¬ 
portance  of  Gulfside.  Everything  worked  to  make  the 
dedication. a  success.  Weather  ideal;  the  well-kept  and 
spacious  lawns ;  majestic  and  shady  oaks ;  splendid 
grounds,  where  outdoor  games  could  be  and  were  indulged 
in ;  shady  and  restful  nooks  for  a  rest  awhile ;  long  and  pic¬ 
turesque  walks  to  and  from  the  Jackson  House,  to  the 
newly  erected  and  spacious  two-story  Academic  Build¬ 
ing  and  the  Laura  F.  Graff  Hall — these,  together  with 
other  advantages,  such  as  ample  sleeping  quarters,  well- 
appointed  dining  room,  office,  parlor,  barber  shop,  and 
the  like,  which  in  time  will  grow  and  develop  into  just 


the  kind  and  sort  of  place  the  race  will  need  as  the  years 
go  by.  Truly,  there  is  “nothing  like  it”  for  our  race 
group  in  America  or  the  world! 

Much  could  well  be  said,  and  yet  not  exhaust  the  sub¬ 
ject.  Its  possibilities  are  unlimited,  even  from  the  stand¬ 
point  of  its  natural  resources.  Enough  vegetables  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  local  demand  were  raised  upon  its  own  grounds: 
chickens,  ducks,  and  geese  thrive  and  grow  with  ease; 
hogs  and  goats  as  well.  As  for  fishing  and  the  like,  it’s 
almost  unbelievable,  as  to  their  abundance.  Crabs, 
shrimp,  and  game  fish,  as  well  as  oysters,  lay  right  off 
the  reef.  In  season,  wild  ducks  and  geese,  with  other 
fowls,  abound.  These  and  other  attractions  make  Gulf¬ 
side  not  only  a  summer  resort,  but  winter  as  well,  for 
bathing  and  restful  sleep  may  be  found  all  the  year  round. 
The  Gulf  Coast  is  destined  yet  to  be  the  pecan,  straw¬ 
berry,  and  poultry  region,  and  offers  to  our  people,  who 
are  alive,  wide  awake,  and  energetic,  and  with  limited 
means,  a  fine  opportunity  to  grow  independent  if  they 
start  right  now  and  grow  with  the  community  and  aid 
in  the  development  of  these  resources  mentioned.  Surely 
there  is  a  fortune  in  any  one  of  them,  and  with  adequate 
and  intelligent  labor  it  can  be  done.  Gulfside,  with  its 
vast  holdings  of  360  or  more  acres  m  fee  simple,  and  a 
lease  on  375  acres  or  more  for  twenty-five  years,  offers 
and  provides  the  way  for  many  of  our  race  group  to  “fall 
in  line”  and  help  make  a  colony  that  future  generations 
will  honor  and  appreciate. 

“The  half  has  never  been  told”  about  Gulfside. 

For  the  dedication,  a  glance  at  the  list  of  speakers 
will  suffice  as  to  the  intellectual  feast  prepared,  any  one 
of  whom  would  prove  a  drawing  card  enough  for  most 
occasions.  Here  they  are: 

DISTINGUISHED  VISITORS 

Bishop  Theodore  Bratton  (Protestant  Episcopal  Church),  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi;  Bishop  I.  B.  Scott,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Bishop  Wilbur  P. 
Thlrkleld,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  Bishop  W.  J.  Walls  (African  Meth 
odist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,)  North  Carolina;  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair, 
Covington,  Ky.;  Drs.  D.  H.  Stanton,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  J.  S.  Clark, 
president  Southern  University;  H.  H.  Dunn  (Congregational 
Church);  A.  J.  McCloud  (white),  Hancock  County,  Miss.;  J.  W. 
Golden,  Holly  Springs,  Miss.;  George  R.  Ray  (white),  Hancock 
County,  Miss.;  W.  M.  Jones,  Montgomery,  Ala.;  Frank  L.  Williams, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Hon.  A.  G.  Gex,  attorney,  Hancock  County,  Miss.; 
W.  W.  Wyant,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.;  I.  Garland  Penn,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio;  R.  G.  Morris,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  F.  H.  Butler,  Chicago,  Ill.; 
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A.  C.  Hughes,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  J.  T.  B.  Smith,  Chicago,  Ill.; 

W.  B.  Wilson,  Atlanta,  Go.;  M.  W.  Dogan,  Marshall,  Texas; 
R.  N.  Brooks,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  W.  J,  King,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  Prof.  T. 
R.  Davis,  Austin,  Texas;  £.  O.  Krie^  New  Orleans,  La.;  T.  R. 
Heath,  New  Orleans,  La.;  Miss  H.  Irene  Thomas,  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.;  L.  M.  McCoy,  Meridian,  Miss.;  Dean  Sutton,  Nashville,  Tenn.; 
E.  M.  Jones,  Montgomery,  Ala.;  M.  S.  Davage,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Dr.  H.  H.  Dunn,  of  the  Congregational  Church,  led  in  prayer. 
The  Rev.  A.  G.  Cole  led  in  sin^g  a  number  of  spirituals.  The 
bishop  gave  a  welcome  to  the  delegates,  foUowed  by  a  brief  survey 
and  a  bit  of  history  of  the  beginning  of  the  work  at  Gulfside.  The 
council  was  moved  to  emotion  as  the  bishop  told  of  the  moral  and 
financial  support  given  by  the  white  citiaens  of  Hancock  County. 
Amidst  a  wave  of  hearty  applause  the  bishop  introduced  Mr.  A.  J. 
McCloud  and  Mr.  Gieorge  R.  Ray,  the  banker  atnd  high  sheriff  of 
Hancock  County,  who  have  given  such  a  l^arty  support  and  co¬ 
operation  in  the  work. 

The  following  ofilcials  of  Hancock  County  were  present:  E.  J. 
Gex,  E.  Van  Whitfield,  C.  J.  Carreo,  A.  J.  Favre,  and  Joseph  V. 
Bontemps. 

The  dedication  took  place  the  first  day  of  the  Area  Council. 
The  dedicatory  address  was  delivered  by  Bishop  W.  P.  Thirkield, 
who  has  given  forty-four  years  to  the  training  of  Negro  leadersUp 
and  racial  uplift.  He  spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  the  possibilities 
of  future  advancement  of  the  Negro  along  moral,  InteUectual,  and 
spiritual  lines,  and  advocated  that  there  ought  to  a  large  endow¬ 
ment  to  develop  and  carry  on  this  work. 

Bishop  Theodore  Bratton,  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
spoke  in  fine  terms  about  Gulfside. 

Prof.  Frank  L.  Williams,  of  Sumner  High  School,  St.  Louis, 
Mo„  urged  the  leaders  to  provide  for  hours  of  recreation  of  our 
group  in  order  that  there  will  be  less  idleness  and  less  inducements 
to  be  led  into  temptation. 

Hon.  E.  J.  Gex,  attorney  for  Hancock  County,  spoke  in  a  com¬ 
mendable  way  of  the  steady  progress  of  Gulfside,  of  the  respon¬ 
sible  white  business  and  professional  men  and  women  of  Hancock 
County  ready  and  williim  to  help  build  Gulfside. 

Bishop  Matthew  W.  Clair  was  never  more  happy  as  he  expressed 
himself  concerning  the  progress  of  the  work  of  Gulfside.  He  saw 
great  possibilities  for  fellowship,  moral  and  spiritual  advancement. 

Bishop  W.  J.  Walls,  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church, 
delivered  a  thrilling  sermon  on  “Vision.”  He  stressed  the  idea  of 
getting  a  vision  of  the  task,  and  then  the  necessity  of  being  true 
to  that  vision. 

Drs.  W.  W.  Wiant  and  J.  T.  B.  Smith,  publicity  agent,  represent¬ 
ing  the  World  Service  Commission,  stressed  spiritual  background  as 
an  incentive  for  larger  giving  for  Kingdom  purposes. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Clark,  president  of  Southern  University,  gave  an  in¬ 
structive  address. 


Dr.  T.  Restin  Heath  in  impressive  terms  told  of  the  work  at 
Plint-Goodridn  Hospital. 

Dr.  F.  H.  Butler,  of  the  Department  of  Epworth  League,  spoke 
upon  evangelism  among  the  young  people. 

The  Rev.  D.  H.  Stanton  laid  before  the  council  the  work  being 
done  among  the  boys  of  the  Griffin  District,  Atlanta  Conference, 
where  he  has  around  four  hundred  boys  organized  as  crusaders  in 
the  work  of  the  church. 


Dr.  I.  Garland  Penn  spoke  on  the  progress  of  endowment  and 
support  campaign  for  the  colleges  of  the  church,  and  especially 
of  the  area. 


Bishop  I.  B.  Scott  was  present  throughout  most  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  and  contributed  in  a  fine  way  to  the  success  of  a  number  of  the 
sessions.  He  preached  an  inspiring  sermon. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Jones  briefly  and  effectively  urged  the  cause  of  Pen¬ 
sions  and  Relief. 

Miss  H.  Irene  Thomas,  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety,  assisted  in  a  unique  way  with  her  consecrated  singing  of 
Methodist  hymns,  her  thrilling  message,  and  enlivening  and  en¬ 
nobling  personality  in  keeping  the  spiritual  tone  of  the  meeting 
high  and  uplifting. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Golden  made  his  usual  fine  contribution  to  the  success 
of  the  Area  Council. 

The  Rev.  J.  S.  Scott,  on  behalf  of  the  New  Orleans  Area,  pre¬ 
sented  to  Bishop  Thirkield  a  token  af  gratitude  and  appreciation 
for  the  long  and  lasting  service  among  our  people. 


WORLD  SERVICE 


One  year  ago  the  New  Orleans  Area,  in  common  with  the  other 
areas,  was  in  a  great  slump  in  its  World  Service  givings.  At  that 
time  we  were  near  the  bottom  of  the  long  list  of  the  areas;  but  to¬ 
day  the  New  Orleans  Area  is  rejoicing  on  account  of  its  increase 
of  about  $16,000  over  last  year.  Our  appeal  to  the  forty-one  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  and  800  pastors  and  104,000  loyal  laymen,  was 
heeded,  and  there  came  a  hearty  response,  thus  putting  the  New 
Orleans  Area  in  the  front,  where  it  properly  belongs. 


SUMMER  SCHOOLS 

In  keeping  with  this  purpose,  Gulfside  has  from  the  beginning 
of  its  organization  promoted  such  conferences  and  summer  schools. 

During  the  present  summer  season  many  summer  schools  and 
conferences  have  been  held,  with  the  result  that  Gulfside  is  coming 
increasingly  to  be  recognised  as  the  one  unique  place  in  the  coun¬ 
try  open  to  Negroes  for  religious  and  Chautauqua  purposes.  There¬ 
fore  be  it 

Retolved,  That  this  council  express  again  its  approval  of  the 
summer  school  idea,  and  urge  that  the  promotion  of  these  schools 
be  continued. 

Bummer  School  of  Theology.  One  of  the  most  forward-looking 


movements  in  our  church  in  recent  years  is  the  movement  to  make 
possible  the  training  of  the  young  ministers  of  the  church  who  have 
not  been  privileged  to  attend  a  coDege  or  seminary.  The  summer 
school  of  theology  has  come  to  be  recognised  as  an  established 
institution  in  our  educational  system. 

Bummer  School  of  Beligioue  Education.  That  the  young  people 
of  the  area  be  encouraged  to  attend  the  summer  schools  of  reUglous 
education  conducted  imder  the  Department  of  Church  Schoou  of 
the  Board  of  Education.  That  these  and  oil  other  schools  now  con¬ 
ducted  at  Gulfside  be  continued  and  encouraged  in  every  way  pos¬ 
sible. 

Financial  Aid.  That  we  importunately  urge  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences  of  the  area  to  raise  at  least  $60  each  annually,  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  scholarships,  the  same  to  be  equally  divided  between  the 
summer  school  of  theology  and  the  summer  school  of  religious  edu¬ 
cation. 

EVANGELISM 

Wheszas,  The  Christian  religion  is  essential  in  keeping  pure  the 
currents  of  spiritual  and  national  life,  which  is  the  basis  for  the 
building  of  Christian  citizenship;  and 

Wheeeas,  The  church  is  the  Master’s  organization  to  put  in 
operation  the  program  of  evangelism,  which  is  one  of  the  continu¬ 
ous  personal  coniict. 

Wheezab,  Parents  must  be  made  Christians  and  made  to  feel 
keenly  that  they  are  not  only  responsible  for  the  birtii  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  but  also  for  their  spiritual  nurture  and  training;  therefore 
be  it 

Reeolved,  That  every  charge  In  the  New  Orleans  Area  will  meet 
the  challenge  and  lift  up  their  eyes  and  look  upon  the  field  and 
see  their  evangelistic  opportunity,  and  courageously  make  efforts 
to  carry  on  an  intensive  spiritual  campaign  to  reach  the  last  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  their  respective  parishes. 

EDUCATION 

We  reaffirm  our  faith  in  education,  well-rounded,  deep-gauged, 
broad-reaching,  high-aspiring. 

We  believe  in  the  best  education — none  special  for  any  particular 
group. 

We  think  the  church  should  not  surrender  the  support  of  Chris- 
tlon  education. 

We  favor  our  church  schools  being  well  equipped,  well  taught, 
and  well  managed  from  the  general  Board  of  Education  through 
the  boards  of  trustees  and  administrative  officers  of  the  local  school. 

We  pledge  ourselves  to  give  for  education. 

GULFSIDE  ASSOCIATION 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  see  Gulfside  so  enthusiastically  endorsed 
by  the  officials  and  business  interests  of  Hancock  County  and  the 
many  representatives  of  our  church  and  other  churches,  who  have 
been  present  during  this  Area  Council. 

We  heartily  commend  Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones  for  the  improve¬ 
ments  made.  It  is  nothing  less  than  marvelous  when  we  consider 
the  limited  resources  upon  which  he  has  been  able  to  draw  for  the 
development  of  this  project. 

When  we  remember  wat  we  have  a  plant  here  so  well  adapted 
to  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  dedicated,  easily  worth  $30,000,  and  still 
only  in  the  making. 

Reeolved,  That  we  endorse  the  plans  of  the  Gulfside  Association 
for  its  development.  We  second  the  thoughts  of  the  leaders  in 
church  and  state  expressed  for  the  growth  of  Gulfside  as  an  edu¬ 
cational,  religious,  and  recreational  center  for  the  colored  race  in 
America.  We  pl^ge  our  support  in  every  way  for  its  growth. 

AN  APPRECIATION  AND  ENDORSEMENT  OF 
BISHOP  JONES 

The  Area  Council  in  session ;  the  district  superintend¬ 
ents  in  session  assembled;  the  ministers  and  laymen  like¬ 
wise  through  their  several  organizations,  by  unanimous  ris¬ 
ing  vote  went  on  record  as  endorsing  the  work  of  resident 
Bishop  Jones;  also  adopted  appropriate  and  timely  reso¬ 
lutions  asking  for  his  return  as  resident  bishop  for  an¬ 
other  quadrennium,  as  follows : 

Judged  by  the  needs  of  the  development  in  four  years,  as  well  as 
the  possibilities  of  the  Gulfside  Chautauqua  and  Campmeeting 
grounds,  located  at  Waveland,  Miss.,  in  the  New  Orleans  Area,  this 
project  is  now  one  of  the  great  religious,  educational,  and  recreational 
enterprises  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  of  the  Negro 
race. 

It  must  be  gratifying  to  all  who  have  been  present  at  the  dedica¬ 
tory  exercises  of  this  enterprise  and  in  attendance  of  the  New  Orleans 
Area  Council,  that  the  officials  of  Hancock  County  were  present  and 
assured  us  of  their  great  confidence  in  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  and  in 
their  co-operation  and  full  protection  to  all  who  attend  and  promote 
this  enterprise.  The  presence  of  the  business  men  of  ^e  county, 
showing  the  financial  standing  of  the  enterprise  and  the  promotion 
of  same,  was  also  of  the  most  gratifying  nature. 

The  full  endorsement  of  Gulfside  by  such  leaders  as  Bishops 
Thirkield,  Clair,  and  Scott,  of  our  church;  Bishop  Walls,  of  tM 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Churdi;  Bishop  Theodore  Brat¬ 
ton,  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  their  commendation 
of  Bishop  Jones  for  his  sagacity  in  the  purchase  and  guidance  of 
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the  project,  are  matters  of  great  satisfaction  to  us.  We  are  also 
assured  of  the  facts  that  rwresentative  foundations  having  funds 
to  aid  such  enterprises  as  Gulfside  are  interested  in  its  develop¬ 
ment  and  operation. 

The  use  of  these  means,  and  the  conservation  of  the  possibilities 
for  Gulfside,  center  about  its  founder.  Bishop  Jones. 

We  are  therefore  impressed  with  the  absolute  need  of  the  return 
of  Bishop  R,  B.  Jones  to  the  area  as  resident  bishop  for  the  next 
quadrennium. 

Therefore  we  petition  the  General  Conference  of  1928  to  make 
such  exceptions  as  may  be  necessary,  and  have  been  done,  that  will 
return  our  beloved  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  to  us  as  resident  bishop 
for  the  third  quadrennium,  1928-19S2,  because  of  the  general  inter¬ 
est  of  the  area  that  the  Gulfside  project  may  be  developed  to  a 
point  where  permanency  is  assured. 

He  is  the  exponent  of  the  best  we  think,  the  best  we  live,  the 
best  we  long  for.  Therefore  we  endorse  his  life  and  works  among 
us,  with  us,  and  for  us;  and  we  express  ourselves  satisfied,  and  re¬ 
quest  that  he  be  sent  to  us  again  anoAer  quadrennium,  to  be  our  fear¬ 
less  leader,  our  wise  counsellor,  our  spiritual  adviser,  and  the  inter¬ 
preter  of  the  races  to  each  other,  where  tact  and  wisdom,  courage 
and  tolerance  are  so  much  needed. 

Thus  the  Area  Council  for  1927  came  to  a  successful 
close.  More  than  200  upstanding  churchmen,  represent¬ 
ing  the  “pick  of  the  area,”  and  from  many  walks  of  life, 
had  sat  in  council,  heard,  listened,  and  ^‘drank  deep”  of 
the  “good  things”  prepared,  and  everyone  returned  again 
homeward,  fully  determined  to  let  “service”  be  the  watch¬ 
word,  and  to  stand  hard  by  the  great  program  of  the 
church  and  follow  the  matchless  leadership  of  Bisliop 
Robert  Elijah  Jones. 

The  council  closed  Sunday  afternoon,  and  with  the 
benediction  by  the  bishop,  “good-byes”  were  said,  and 
another  notch  cut  into  the  history  of  the  New  Orleans 
Area. 

The  officers  of  the  Area  Council  are  as  follows :  Bishop 
R.  E.  J ones,  president ;  C.  L.  Dunn,  first  vice-president ; 
G.  C.  Haywood,  second  vice-president ;  G.  W.  Smith,  third 
vice-president;  J.  W.  Golden,  fourth  vice-president;  W. 
R,  Robuison,  fifth , vice-president  ;  J.  H.  Childs,  sixth  vice- 
president;  W.  E.  Mitchell,  seventh  vice-president;  K.  W. 
McMillan,  secretary-editor ;  D.  L.  Morgan,  assistant  sec¬ 
retary;  J.  H.  Lovell,  treasurer;  W.  Scott  Chinn,  Re¬ 
porter. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

Thanksgiving  Musings 

( Continued  from  page  900) 

denominates  as  “God.”  For  both  his  reason  and  his  faith 
there  must  exist  that  reality  which  corresponds  to  the 
demands  of  his  conscious  experience.  At  the  head,  as  the 
source,  the  initiation  and  sustaining  infiuence  of  this 
stream  of  manifestation  in  man  and  the  universe,  there 
must  be  and  there  is,  validated  by  our  reason,  our  faith, 
and  our  whole  experience,  this  reality  accounting  for  all. 
We  conceive  of  this  reality  in  terms  of  personalisAi  be¬ 
cause  for  human  experience,  personality  is  the  highest 
concept  of  consciousness.  It  is  inconceivable  that  any 
thing  can  transcend  personality.  Hence  our  God  is,  for 
our  present  experience,  a  Person. 

This  background  reality  is  our  personal  God.  Better 
than  all  and  completely.  He  meets  and  satisfies  our  pres¬ 
ent  world  experience.  In  order  to  realize  this  conscious 
experience  of  complete  satisfaction,  we  are  accustomed 
to  fill  the  concept  of  God  with  every  content  that  we  and 
our  world  lack.  God  is  our  totality,  our  finality,  our 
perfection.  God  is  love ;  He  is  our  Peace ;  He  is  the  Way ; 
He  is  our  Bread ;  He  is  Light,  in  whmn  is  no  variableness 
or  shadow  of  turning.  He  is  perfect.  If  any  man  lack 
wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God  who  giveth  liberally. 
Through  all  ages,  man’s  literature  reveals  that  he  has  put 


into  his  concept  of  God,  for  human  satisfaction,  su< 
content  as  his  needs  required;  he  has  then  idealized  tKl 
whole  as  his  “Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Beginning  and  the 
End,  the  First  and  the  Last.” 

Such  a  Being  begets  in  mankind  sentiments  and  emo¬ 
tions  of  reverence  and  fear  and  love  and  worship.  It  was 
the  refrain  in  the  heart-songs  of  Israel,  reflecting  the 
essential  religious  experience  of  mankind:  “O  come,  let 
us  sing  unto  the  Lord;  let  us  come  before  his  presence 
with  thanksgiving;  for  the  Lord  is  a  great  God,  and  a 
great  King  above  all  gods ;  for  all  the  gods  of  the  nations 
are  idols,  but  the  Lord  made  the  heavens.  Honor  and 
majesty  are  before  him;  strength  and  beauty  are  in  his 
sanctuary.”  Whatever  may  have  been  the  tribal  pride 
prompting  these  exultations,  and  however  wide  may  be 
the  world’s  variety  of  gods,  there  is  fundamental  to  them 
all  this  fact  of  reverence,  awe,  love,  confidence,  depend¬ 
ence,  worship,  thanksgiving  to  Him ;  since  He  is  conceived 
of  as  meeting  completelpr,  as  can  be  done  in  no  other  con¬ 
ceivable  way,  all  the  needs  of  mankind,  insuring  to  us  our 
deepest  and  highest  satisfactions. 

For  our  God,  the  Christians  set  apart  seasons  of 
thanksgiving.  Any  new  or  uncommon  experiences  of 
blessing  or  satisfaction-giving  surely  freshen  this  impulse 
to  thanksgiving  and  lead  to  enumeration  and  recounting 
of  occasions,  episodes,  incidents,  deliverances,  endow¬ 
ments  given  or  vouchsafed  us  by  our  God.  So  it  is  that 
on  this  Thanksgiving  occasion  the  nations  of  Christen¬ 
dom  find  occasion  to  thank  God  that  we  are  at  relative 
peace  all  around  the  world ;  but  what  is  better,  that  there 
is  a  developing  conviction  among  nations  to  outlaw  the 
war  machinery  and  to  supplement  and  substitute  therefor 
the  method  of.  arbitration  in  the^  settlement  of  differences. 
It  is  an  object  of  much  Christian  pride  that  in  this. 


as  in  the  increasing  number  of  moral  reform  programif 
the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  assuming  its  rightful  role 
as  leader  among  the  social  institutions  of  our  day  and 
time.  Thereby  is  being  created  gradually  that  Christian 
conscience,  individual  and  group,  which  alone  can  be 
brought  to  bear  effectively  and  unerringly  upon  the  will 
to  social  tolerance,  justice,  and  co-operation  in  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  men  everywhere.  Thank  God  also  for  such 
awakening  as  the  church  is  experiencing  of  the  need  for 
fuller  and  sincerer  expression  in  gospel  message,  pro¬ 
cedure,  and  spirit  of  the  mind  of  the  Master.  When  the 
church  discovers  herself  under  the  spell  of  fresh  impulse 
to  rededicate  herself  and  quicken  her  pace  for  the  King¬ 
dom  and  its  Lord’s  sake,  then  will  she  revive  men’s  confi¬ 
dence  in  her  ability  to  inspire  them  to  exalted  living.  It 
is  ground  for  fervid  thanksgiving  that  the  church  is 
fast  becoming  profoundly  conscious  of  her  task  and 
privilege  of  making  the  mind  of  the  Master  the  mind  of 
men;  that  increasing  numbers  of  men  are  seeing  in  Him 
the  source  and  end  of  human  satisfaction.  With  the 
every  recurring  seasons,  we  will  “Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  ye 
righteous;  and  give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his 
holiness. 


— A  man’s  intake  should  be  controlled  in  the  light  of  his 
outgo. 

— The  wagging  tongue  is  not  as  friendly  as  the  dog  with 
a  wagging  tail. 

— Cold  ham  may  do  for  a  beggar,  but  it  never  makes  en¬ 
thusiastic  friends. 

— One  of  the  best  instruments  of  the  devil  in  his  Control 
of  men  is  bribery. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 


By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


ISAIAH  TEACHES  TRUE  WORSHIP 

FOURTH  QUARTER.  LESSON  IX.  NOVEMBER  27 


Scripture  Lesion — Isaiah  1.  1-20. 

Isaiah  had  the  longest  ministry  of  all  of 
the  literary  prophets.  He  began  preaching 
about  540  B.  C.,  and  continued  to  preach  for 
some  fifty  odd  years,  perhaps.  He,  there¬ 
fore,  must  have  begun  preaching  while  a 
young  man — the  time  when  one  is  most  apt 
to  be  the  most  passionately  idealistic,  to  take 
practical  moral  principles  the  most  seriously, 
and  therefore  when  he  can  the  most  easily 
receive  the  untarnished  truth  of  God.  He  was 
a  prince  among  the  prophets — a  dignified  re¬ 
ligious  statesman.  No  other  literary  prophet 
had  as .  free  an  access  to  court,  or  more  in¬ 
fluence  at  court,  than  he.  He  walked  with 
kings,  and  was  an  adviser  and  admonisher  to 
kings.  And  one  of  the  most  remarkable  things 
about  him  is  that  he  did  not  become  spoiled 
beyond  the  effective  use  of  God  for  unwhole¬ 
some  truth  by  the  social  circle  in  which  he 
could  freely  move.  Many  another  man  of  his 
standing  would  have  turned  out  to  be  a  false 
prophet. 

He  and  Micah  were  citizens  of  the  same 
kingdom,  preached  to  the  same  people,  and 
were  contemporaries.  But  Micah  seems  to 
have  been  more  deeply  interested  in  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  poor  farmers,  while  Isaiah  was 
more  deeply  interested  in  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  problems.  This  difference  is 
probably  due  ihu^h  to  tlife'  dlfifferenee  in  com-' 
nunities  in  which  they  lived  and  which  af- 
orded  one  a  broader  outlook  upon  life  and 
udore  familiarity  with  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  problems. 

Each  of  the  three  literary  prophets  already 
studied  had  something  to  say  either  directly 
or  indirectly  about  true  worship.  And  each 
made  it  a  moral  affair  before  which  ritual 
dwindles  into  insignificance — right  socialistic 
living  rather  than  mere  compliance  with  re¬ 
ligious  formalities — inward  attitude  rather 
than  outward  expression  in  the  church — an 
affair  of  the  heart  and  life  rather  than  one 
merely  of  the  tongue  and  lips.  For  them, 
true  religion  is  the  same  as  right  living  plus 
the  God-consciousness ;  and  true  worship 
manifests  itself  in  social  righteousness  and 
justice  and  humble  trust  in  God  (Amos 
6.  4,  24;  Hosea  6.  6;  12.  .6;  Micah  6.  8). 
Without  such  worship,  church  worship  and 
ritualistic  performances  are  not  only  value¬ 
less,  but  are  obnoxious  to  God. 


SAMUEL  RUSTOM  COLLEGE. 


“If  you  be  willing  and  obedient  (to  God’s 
moral  laws),  you  shall  eat  the  good  of  the 
land;  but  if  you  refuse  and  rebel  (against 
the  laws  of  social  righteousness),  you  shall 
be  devoured  with  the  sword”  (1.  19,  20). 

So  the  great  work  of  the  great  prophets 
before  the  exile  was  in  trying  to  restore  to  the 
people  a  true  religion  by  restoring  to  their 
religion  its  lost  morality.  One  can  be  re- 
’  ligious  without  being  socially  moral.  But 
social  morality  is  inseparably  united  with  any 
true  religion.  And  yet  the  tendency  seems 
always  for  religious  formalities  and  stress  on 
correctness  of  doctrinal  beliefs  to  run  ahead 
of  and  even  away  from  rock-bottom  social 
morality.  Even  to-day  the  number  and  mag¬ 
nificence  of  the  churches  of  a  community — 
whether  they  be  fundamentalist  or  modern¬ 
ist — ^are  no  fair  index  to  the  quality  of  the 
social  conduct  of  the  people  of  that  commu¬ 
nity.  If  they  were,  our  leading  cities  would 
not  be  far  removed  from  paramse.  But  not¬ 
withstanding  the  injustice,  oppression,  cor¬ 
ruption,  and  other  forms  of  social  immoral¬ 
ity,  the  guilty  attend  the  beautiful  services 
in  the  beautiful  churches;  they  partake  of  the 
holy  communion;  they  make  splendid  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  Lord’s  work;  and  they  do  not 
ignore  the  Lord’s  day,  Easter,  Christmas, 
Thanksgiving,  Lenten  season,  and  the  rest  of 
-the  holy  days.  Again  an^.ag'ain  i^has  b^n 
the  calling  of  Christian  prophets  to  labor, 
as  did  Isaiah  and  the  other  great  pre-exilic 
literary  prophets,  to  restore  social  morality 
to  the  Christian  religion  of  public  life.  And 
usually  it  has  been  no  easier  for  them  than 
it  was  for  the  great  Hebrew  prophets.  This 
was  the  great  task  of  Jesus  Christ;  and  it 
will  ever  be  the  task  of  the  true  Christian 
prophets. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessor  foe  Suroat,  November  27,  1927 

“If  ye  be  willing  and  obedient,  ye  ihall  eat 
the  fruit  of  the  landt’ 

(By  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

“Jehovah  saves”  is  the  meaning  of  the 
prophet’s  name  who  wrote  this  text.  He  is 
usually  recognized  as  the  greatest  of  Old 
Testament  prophets.  He  is  not  reproving  for 
failure  to  do  so  much,  as  the  laA  of  spirit 
and  passion  in  their  service.  God  despises 
formai  service.  He  delicts  not  in  the 
formality  of  sacrifice.  Ttudng  a  collection 
will- never  purify  the  church,  nor  save  the 
heathen  world.  God  will  turn  away  from 
such  formality.  God  is  interested  in  the 
washing  that  makes  us  clean;  then  with  clean 
hands  may  we  serve  at  His  altars. 

God  made  known  to  Israel  that  if  they  con¬ 
tinued  in  their  evil  ways,  their  land  would  be 
left  desolate.  This  came  to  pass.  The  ten 
tribes  were  utterly  and  hopelessly  lost,  and 
Judah  was  carried  away  captive.  All  of  this 
in  spite  of  the  words  of  the  prophet  that 
“the  willing  and  obedient  should  eat  the  fruit 
of  the  land.”  None  can  come  to  the  hill  of 
prosperity,  or  climb  the  holy  mount  except 
such  as  have  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart. 
The  blood-washed  and  obedient  are  those  who 
have  the  abiding  favor  of  heaven,  and  the 
respect  of  men  and  women  on  earth. 

Those  who  have  been  in  India  describe  how 
in  the  great  gatherings  of  worshippers  goats 
are  offered  as  sacrifices  to  Kali  while  the 
multitude  sing  weird  songs  in  her  honor.  In 
the  Chinese  and  Japanese  temples  thousands 
are  seen  offering  prayer  wime  the  priest 
sounds  the  gong  or  rings  the  bell.  Careful 
observation  reveals  that  except  with  a  pos¬ 
sible  few  it  is  a  matter  of  form,  and  the 
empty  soul  of  the  worshipper  turns  away 
with  no  conscious  touch  of  God>  So  may  be 
the  service  of  the  church  of  Christ  in  our 
own  day  which  has  the  forms  without  the 
power. 

One  shortcoming  of  Israel  was  that  they 
were  not  interested  in  the  welfare  of  others. 
'There*  was' 'no  social,  human,  or  missionary 
significance  to  their  worship.  There  was  form 
without  power.  The  element  of  willing  only 
God’s  will  and  obedience  to  Him  was  not  a 
part  of  their  service.  There  is  a  rich  fruit¬ 
age  of  grace,  love,  and  song  that  comes  to 
the  one  who  is  altogether  abandoned  to  the 
work  of  God  in  the  world.  “The  willing  and 
obedient  shall  eat  the  fruit  of  the  land.” 

OAMMOR  SEMIRART. 


Epworth  League  Topic 


NOVEMBER  27 


By  the  Rev.  J. 'W.  Haywood,  D.D. 


THE  HOLY  COMMUNION 

(1  John  1.  7;  Eph.  4.  13) 


With  them  Isaiah  is  in  essential  agreement 
(Isa.  1.  16-18).  There  are  many  who  think 
that  verse  18  should  be  interpreted  as  two 
questions,  thus:  Come,  now,  let  us  be  reason¬ 
able  ;  though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  shall 
they  be  as  white  as  snow?  And  though  they 
be  red  like  crimson,  shall  they  be  as  wool? 
But  I  think  we  should  continue  to  read  it  as 
it  is — statements — ^but  not  as  declarative, 
but  ironical  statements  which  amount  to  the 
same  thing  as  questions  implying  negative 
answers.  Forsooth,  it  is  reasonable  that  God 
should  deal  with  evil  people  as  if  they  were 
righteous;  it  makes  no  difference  to  Him 
whether  people  be  good  or  evil  in  their  so¬ 
cial  life  as  long  as  they  scrupulously  perform 
the  formal  rituals  of  religion  and  formally 
observe  holidays  and  seasons  (1.  11-15);  so¬ 
cial  morality  is  not  at  home  in  God’s  king¬ 
dom;  He  will  call  black  white  and  night  day  I 
The  answer  to  the  implied  question  is  palpably 
clear,  implies  the  prophet.  It  does  not  re- 

?iuire  any  peculiar  religious  insight  or  pro- 
ound  thinking,  but  only  ordinary  human  rea¬ 
son  to  see  it.  The  good  will  be  treated  as 
good,  and  the  evil  as  evil,  by  God,  no  mat¬ 
ter  what  may  be  their  formalistic  worship. 


Our  world-wide  League  organization  is  pro¬ 
posing  to  celebrate  at  the  devotional  meet¬ 
ing  of  November  27  the  holy  communion. 
Think  of  all  the  Leaguers  the  world  over 
uniting  to  celebrate  simultaneously  this  sol¬ 
emn  festival! 

“Tho  sundered  far,  by  faith  we  meet. 
Around  one  common  mercy  seat.” 

In  Remembrance  of  Me.  A  young  woman 
in  a  congregation  which  I  used  to  pastor  once 
said  to  me,  “I  think  the  communion  is  silly.” 
This  same  young  woman  was  punctilious  in 
her  observance  of  Washin^on’s  Birthday, 
the  Fourth  of  July,  etc.  I^akespea^e  once 
made  the  remark  that  consistency  was  a 
jewel.  Well,  I  think  he  was  not  far  wrong. 
The  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  is  held 
in  commemoration  of  the  world’s  most  heroic 
deed.  We  say  when  we  break  the  bread,  “The 


body  of  our  Lord  broken  for  you.”  When 
we  drink  the  wine  we  say,  “The  blood  of  our 
Lord  shed  for  you.”  The  great  sacrifice  made 
for  us  by  Jesus  must  ever  be  kept  in  our 
memory.  We  know  that  there  is  nothing 
mystically  eflScacious  about  the  bread  and  the 
wine;  we  do  not  believe,  even  remotely,  that 
there  is  any  transformation  of  substance. 
But  we  confidently  believe  that  there  is 
strange  power  in  the  memories  that  cluster 
around  this  bread  and  wine.  We  believe  that 
there  is  transforming  power  in  the  repeated 
contemplation  of  the  unexampled  self-giving 
wjiich  this  sacrament  commemorates.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  world  ought  to  get  a 
peculiar  thrill  on  the  day  when  the  millions 
of  Leaguers  with  one  accord  feast  upon  the 
broken  body  and  the  spilt  blood  of  the  Pas¬ 
chal  Lamb. 

MOROAR  COLLEGE. 
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Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


good  women,  who  stand  loyally  by  the  pas¬ 
tor  in  every  church  movement. — P.  A.  Lemoi^^ 
Pastor. 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

New  Albany,  Mi$$. — A  great  revival  has 
just  closed.  Dr.  J.  W.  Golden,  the  noted 
evangelist  of  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  conducted 
the  most  successful  evangelistic  meeting  in 
the  history  of  the  church  and  town.  Twenty 
strong  men  and  women  were  added  to  the 
church,  and  nearly  $800  raised.  A  great 
storm  of  groceries  and  other  things  visited 
the  parsonage.  The  Rev.  A.  G.  Marshall,  the 
hustling  pastor,  and  his  energetic  wife  are 
happy. — 1.  W.  Brown,  Reporter. 

Heidelberg,  Mies. — We  are  very  sorry  to 
report  that  our  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev.  A. 
B.  Britton,  is  suffering  from  sciatic  rheuma¬ 
tism,  and  is  now  in  Hot  Springs,  Ark.  The 
Rev.  Britton  is  a  faithful  pastor,  now  in 
charge  of  Pleasant  Valley  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  at  Heidelberg,  and  also  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Sandersville. 
We  pray  for  his  speedy  recovery  and  return. 
We  ask  for  the  prayers  of  the  readers  of 
the  Southwestern. — Wm.  Caraway,  Reporter. 

Holly  Springe,  Miee. — Stryctland  Chapel, 
on  the  Holly  Springs  circuit,  was  at  its  best 
on  Sunday,  October  16,  having  with  us  our 
pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Jones,  who  delivered 
to  us  two  wonderful  sermons.  The  Rev.  Jones 
has  labored  very  hard  with  us  this  year,  and 
he  is  bringing  the  circuit  to  the  front.  This 
Sunday  was  rally  day.  We  were  also  for¬ 
tunate  to  have  with  us^  some  very  distin¬ 
guished  visitors  from  the  circuit.  The  col¬ 
lection  for  the  day  was  $104.  We  are  plan¬ 
ning  to  build  a  new  church  at  Stryctland. — 
Alma  E.  House,  Reporter. 

Schlater,  Miee. — The  church  work  on  the 
Schlater  circuit  is  progressing  nicely.  The 
churches  are  spiritually  alive.  The  faithful 
members  of  Pleasant  Valley  Church  on  Oc¬ 
tober  16,  raised  in  a  rally  for  the  pastor, 
$110.85.  They  mean  to  pay  the  pastor  In 
full  before  Conference.  I  toke  this  method 
to  thank  the  good  members  of  Pleasant  Green 
Colored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
good  friends  among  the  Baptist  churches, 
for  the  help  they  gave  us  in  this  rally.  We 
are  putting  forth  an  effort  to  have  every¬ 
thing  completed  by  the  Annual  Conference. 
— H.  L.  Jones,  Pastor. 

New  River,  Va. — The  members  of  New 
Hope  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  visited  the 
parsonage,  October  18,  in  a  pound  party,  led 
by  Sister  Lillie  Sanders  and  Ardelia  Burks. 
Many  nice  things  were  laid  on  the  dining  room 
table.  Those  present  were  Sisters  M.  Brown, 
M.  E. .  Williams,  A.  Brown,  S.  Brown,  C. 
Akers,  Bros.  H.  Saunders,  R.  English,  J. 
Glendie,  Jas.  R.  English.  We  were  indeed 
glad  to  have  our  pastor  return  for  another 
year,  together  with  his  good  wife.  We  pray 
God’s  blessing  upon  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  S. 
Mitchell.  They  wish  to  thank  the  good  peo¬ 
ple,  and  ask  them  to  come  again. — A.  Eng¬ 
lish,  Reporter. 

Watertown,  Tenn. — Sunday,  October  23, 
was  a  high  day  at  Dowell  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Our  new  pastor,  the  Rev. 
R.  M.  Robinson,  was  present  and  preached 
two  abie  sermons.  At  11  A.  M.  he  selected 
for  his  text,  Eph.  1.  8-7.  His  sermon  was 
enjoyed  by  all  who  heard  him,  and  at  7.30 
P.  M.  he  .used  for  his  text.  Matt.  26.  13, 
“Watch  therefore,  for  ye  know  neither  the 
day  nor  the  hour  wherein  the  Son  of  man 
cometh.”  Both  sermons  were  inspiring.  To¬ 
tal  collection  for  the  day,  $16.08.  We  are 
planning  for  a  great  year  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  our  pastor,  and  we  are  proud  to  have 
him  with  us. — Thurman  Alexander,  Reporter. 

Dayton,  Tenn. — Mt.  Olivet  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church :  We  want  to  thank  the  trustees 
and  members  and  friends  for  the  new  fur¬ 
nace.  After  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  J. 
Nash  to  this  charge  by  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair, 
he  came  and  found  the  charge  in  a  very  bad 
shape.  But  after  the  first  Sunday,  he  went 
to  work  to  purchase  a  furnace,  and  on  Oc¬ 
tober  22  we  installed  one  at  the  cost  of  $76. 
Now  we  have  one  of  the  best  heated  churches 


on  the  Chattanooga  District.  We  have  sixty- 
four  loyal  members,  and  we  have  a  fine  pas¬ 
tor  in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Nash. 
We  hope  to  raise  all  cladms  this  year  and 
send  him  to  the  Annual  Conference  with  a 
round  report.  Pray  for  us. — Reporter. 

Bastrop,  La. — A  great  Conference  rally 
was  held  at  Washington  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  on  Sunday,  September  26. 
The  reports  were  as  follows;  Classes  Nos. 
1  and  2,  $16.84;  Nos.  3  and  4,  $11.02;  Nos. 

5  and  6,  $30.20;  Nos.  7  and  8,  $16;  Nos.  9 

and  10,  ^.60.  The  pastor’s  class  raised 

$26.46.  Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference 
was  held  September  11,  with  the  district 

superintendent.  Rev.  C.  Spears,  in  the  chair. 
The  Sunday  school  was  well  attended  at  the 
morning  service.  The  Rev.  Spears  preached 
a  stirring  sermon.  Amount  raised  was  $46.60. 
Five  converts  were,  received  during  the  one- 
week’s  revival.  Total  members  added  to  the 
church  in  one  week  were  ten. — A  Robinson, 
Reporter. 

Augusta,  Ark. — The  St.  James  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  yet  doing  work  for 
Christ.  On  October  30,  the  church  rallied  for 
the  board  of  trustees.  Sunday  school  was 
held  at  the  usual  hour  under  the  auspices  of 
Master  Robert  Willingham,  our  assistant  su¬ 
perintendent.  At  11  A.  M.  our  pastor,  the 
Rev.  F.  E.  Adams,  preached  a  wonderful 
sermon,  using  for  his  subject,  “I  am  the 
man,”  and  many  souls  were  made  to  feel  glad. 
Collection  was  taken,  after  which  dinner  was 
served.  At  3.30  P.  M.  the  pastor  preached 
another  soul-stirring  sermon.  His  subject 
for  the  evening  sermon  was,  “My  son,  God 
will  provide  a  lamb  for  the  sacrifice.”  We 
raised  on  that  day  the  sum  of  $60.60.  The 
proceeds  will  go  to  the  board  of  trustees. 
— Susie  Douglass,  Reporter. 

Fairfield,  Texas. — ^The  rally  for  Wiley  En¬ 
dowment  was  conducted  as  scheduled,  Oc¬ 
tober  21.  President  M.  W.  Dogan  and  Dr. 
I.  Garland  Penn  were  on  hand.  Brother  W. 
C.  Blaine  made  the  welcome  address,  which 
was  responded  to  by  Dr.  C.  L.  Hill,  our  pas¬ 
tor  at  Mexia.  The  Rev.  R.  R.  Bailey,  mas¬ 
ter  of  ceremonies,  introduced  our  beloved 
district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  W.  R. 
Robinson,  who  in  turn  presented  Dr.  Dogan, 
who  in  well-chosen  words  presented  Dr.  I. 
G.  Penn  to  the  audience.  Brother  Penn 
presented  his  cause  in  well-chosen  words.  Dr. 
Robinson  was  made  to  feel  glad.  Mrs.  Mae 
V.  Donahue,  our  teacher,  with  her  able  as¬ 
sistant,  Miss  Pauline  Jackson,  added  much  to 
the  program.  Collection  amounted  to  over 
$104. — W.  C.  Blaine,  Reporter. 

Kilmichael.  Miss. — On  the  Kilmichael  cir- 


Shuqualak,  Miss. — We  have  just  closed  our 
revivals  for  the  year  with  much  success. 
There  were  thirty-four  conversions,  twenty- 
seven  accessions — adults  baptized,  twenty- 
•  seven;  children,  fifteen.  The  church  was 
greatly  revived.  The  Revs.  Calmese  and 
Griggs,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  the  Revs. 
Anderson  and  Ray,  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
all  local  preachers,  gave  valuable  service  in 
the  meetings.  Our  fourth  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  October  1.  Dr.  Tolbert,  the 
district  superintendent,  was  at  his  best  and 
preached  two  wonderful  sermons  which  were 
enjoyed  by  all.  Paid  the  superintendent  in 
full  for  the  year;  raised  in  the  quarterly 
meeting,  $47;  raised  for  all  causes  during 
the  quarter,  ,$208.  We  have  not  forgotten 
the  Southwestern,  as  evidenced  by  the  sub¬ 
scriptions  taken. — W.  C.  Hilliard,  Pastor 

Tupelo,  Miss. — Mt.  Pisgah  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  is  still  alive.  With  the  co-oper¬ 
ation  of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  S.  Houston,  we 
planned  a  three-nights’  meeting,  beginning 
September  28,  and  ending  on  the  80th.  De¬ 
spite  the  rainy  weather,  we  succeeded  in  rais¬ 
ing  $46.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  for  the 
Rev.  Lee  Baskin,  the  big-hearted  pastor  of 
New  Lebanon  Baptist  Church,  who  drove  his 
car  from  Good  Hope,  Miss.,  to  this  place 
to  aid  us  in  our  struggle,  and  his  loyal  mem¬ 
bers,  who  spared  no  pains  in  helping  us.  The 
amount  of  $46  raised  in  the  meeting  was 
placed  on  the  church  debt.  The  writer  and 
Miss  Mary  Rogers  presented  a  gas  lamp 
to  the  church,  which  adds  much  to  the  at¬ 
tractiveness  of  the  church.  We  are  planning 
to  do  great  things,  and  ask  the  prayers  of 
all  for  our  success.' — Racine  Hunt,  Reporter. 

Pontiac,  Mich.— St.  John’s  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  is  on  a  boom.  Last  Friday 
evening  the  E.  W.  Dudley  Club  had  a  fine 
meeting.  The  Sunday-school  lesson  was  read 
and  explained  by  the  superintendent,  Mrs. 
Nora  Churchwell,  after  which  a  chicken  din¬ 
ner  was  served  by  Mrs.  Sadie  Roberson  and 
Mrs.  Fannie  Johnson.  They  raised  $6.03. 
Mrs.  Lillian  Johnson,  the  pastor’s  wife,  hasA 
returned  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  her  former  home,w^ 
to  finish  her  school  work.  We  miss  her,  as 
she  did  splendid  work  here  with  the  Junior 
League,  which,  we  hope,  will  continue.  We 
are  now  having  fine  prayer  meetings,  attended 
by  young  people.  The  St.  John’s  Church  has 
recently  bought  the  adjoining  lot  to  our 
church  property,  on  which  we  hope  to  build 
a  parsonage  in  the  near  future.  It  took 
much  work  and  time  to  complete  the  work  on 
our  new  basement.  Thanks  to  everyone  who 
helped  us. — Rev.  C.  Johnson,  Pastor;  Mrs. 

J.  Montague,  Reporter. 


cult,  three  revivals  were  held  with  good  re¬ 
sults.  There  were  ten  conversions  and  the 
churches  were  revived.  The  Rev.  E.  A. 
Mayes,  our  pastor  from  Grenada,  Miss.,  ren¬ 
dered  good  service  at  Mt.  Zion,  Kilmichael; 
collection,  $44.46.  The  Rev.  O.  W.  Crump 
assisted  at  Shady  Grove;  also  at  Colum¬ 
biana  Church,  where  eight  precious  souls  were 
baptized  and  added  to  the  church;  collection, 
$60.  Our  last  Quarterly  Conference  closed 
on  October  2  with  much  success.  Paid  the 
superintendent  in  full;  paid  pastor  this  quar¬ 
ter,  $190;  grand  total  raised,  $240.  We  have 
many  good  people  here  who  are  trying  to 
bring  this  charge  to  the  front.  Everything 
is  in  advance  of  last  year. — The  Rev.  W.  S. 
Leake,  Pastor;  J.  E.  Triplett,  Reporter. 

Minter  City,  Miss. — The  good  women  of 
Hopewell  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  were 
organized  into  a  willing  workers’  club  by 
Sister  Mary  Irving.  She  soon  had  the  mem¬ 
bers  to  see  the  necessity  of  putting  in  a  set 
of  pulpit  chairs  and  a  table  for  the  rostrum. 
These  women  launched  a  financial  drive,  and 
got  busy.  Sister  Corine  Mullen  played  an 
active  part  in  this  drive,  and  soon  they  put 
$60  into  the  hands  of  Brothers  Joe  Cooper 
and  John  Sherrod,  and  sent  them  to  make  the 
purchase.  They  returned  with  two  large 
rockers,  six  other  beautiful  chairs  for  the 
pulpit  and  altar,  and  a  fine  table  for  collec¬ 
tions.  These  women  of  Hopewell  know  just 
how  to  put  over  a  program.  God  bless  these 


Floresville,  Texas. — Sunday,  October  23, 
was  a  high  day  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  of  which  the  Rev.  H.  O.  Mc- 
Cutchin  is  pastor.  The  church  celebrated  its 
fiftieth  anniversary.  At  9.30  A.  M.  a  model 
Sunday  school  was  conducted  by  Bro.  Wiley 
Russell;  at  11.30  A.  M.  the  pastor  came  be¬ 
fore  us  with  a  well-prepared  message;  sub¬ 
ject,  “Love,  the  Hope  of  the  World.”  Din¬ 
ner  was  served  on  the  grounds.  At  3.30 
P.  M.  the  Rev.  N.  P.  Harris  brought  to  us 
a  burning  message  from  St.  John  17.  18,  giv¬ 
ing  us  a  clear  conception  of  what  the  church 
anniversary  should  mean  to  us.  There  were 
various  subjects  discussed  by  the  following 
persons:  Bro.  Wiley  Russell,  Sisters  Maggie 
Walker,  Russell,  and  Williams.  At  night  the 
pastor  preached  from  the  text,  2  Tim.  2.  19; 
subject,  “The  Foundation  of  God  Standeth 
Sure.”  Offering  for  the  day  was  $10.  We 
also  thank  our  friends  of  the  sister  church 
who  came  out. — Reporter. 

Louisville,  Ky. — The  pastor  and  members 
of  New  Coke  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
are  rejoicing  over  the  fact  that  during  the 
hot  summer  months  they  were  able  to  hold  a 
general  average  of  eighty-six  in  the  Sunday 
school,  and  now  since  the  city  schools  have 
opened  the  attendance  is  increasing.  On 
October  9  the  attendance  was  116.  The'pas- 
tor  and  Sunday-school  workers  are  putting 
forth  an  effort  now  to  increase  the  attendance 
to  200.  The  pastor  believes  it  can  be  done. 
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Dr.  Hines  devotes  much  of  his  time  in  try¬ 
ing  to  develop  the  young  life  of  the  church 
and  community.  A  great  revival  began  No¬ 
vember  1,  and  will  close  on  Thanksgiving 
Day.  The  pastor  will  conduct  the  services. 
Every  department  of  New  Coke  Church  is 
alive  and  doing  effective  work.  This  is  the 
Rev.  Hines’  fourth  year  as  pastor  of  this 
church,  and  this  is  the  best  of  the  preceding 
three  years.  We  will  be  glad  to  have  him 
remain  with  us  as  long  as  he  desires. — J, 
H.  Madison,  Reporter. 

Shelbyville,  Tenn. — On  October  3-9,  the 
officers  and  members  of  Scott  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  celebrated  the  for¬ 
tieth  anniversary  of  their  pastor,  the  Rev. 
R.  A.  Dowell,  who  joined  the  Tennessee  Con¬ 
ference  October  10,  1887,  and  has  pastored 
continuously  for  forty  years  without  a  break. 
A  splendid  program  was  rendered  in  cele¬ 
bration  of  this  event,  which  space  will  not 
permit  us  to  carry  here.  Sunday  evening  the 
Rev.  Dowell  preached  his  final  sermon  before 
his  departure  for  the  Annual  Conference.  On 
Monday  night  the  Ladies’  Aid  gave  a  ban¬ 
quet  in  honor  of  the  pastor  and  his  wife,  Mrs. 

L.  V.  Dowell.  Mrs.  Frank  Thompson  di¬ 
rected  the  affair!  A  short  program  was  ren¬ 
dered  at  this  time.  Presentation  of  gifts  to 
the  pastor,  on  behalf  of  the  Boy  Blue  Club, 
was  made  by  Miss  Sarah  E.  Dean;  for  the 
Epworth  League,  by  Mrs.  Eva  E.  Price,  di¬ 
rectress  of  the  Boy  Blue  Club  and  a  promi¬ 
nent  officer  of  the  Epworth  League.  Pray  for 
our  success. — Miss  Sarah  E.  Dean,  Reporter. 

Fayette,  Mist. — A  grand  rally  was  con¬ 
ducted  at  Adams  Chapel,  October  23,  and 
was  a  great  success.  This  was  trustees’  rally. 
A  strenuous  effort  was  made  to  clear  our 
newly  renovated  church  of  debt.  The  re¬ 
ports  were  as  follows:  Sisters  Missouri  Gib¬ 
son,  $1S.92;  Carrie  Cates,  $12;  Lue.  Harri¬ 
son,  $52.14;  M.  A.  Hall,  ^5.19;  Luetta  Goe- 
ghegan,  $66.13;  F.  C.  Drayden,  $36.31;  Char¬ 
lotte  Jones,  $43.56;  Sarah  Harris,  $64.75; 

'  A.  M.  Bullen,  $67.70;  Anna  Riley,  $34.40; 

M.  Holloway,  $84;  total,  $634.79.  Pine  Grove 
Methodist  Eprtscopal  Church  is  a  live  wire, 
spiritually  and  financially.  Our  revival  this 
year  was  great.  In  a  financial  campaign  our 
leading  sisters  know  no  failure.  They  planned 
a  campaign  which  culminated  October  16  with 
good  resmts.  The  reports  were  as  follows: 
Sisters  Bessie  White,  $64.46;  Julia  Baxter, 
$50.81;  Emily  Montgomery,  $23.43;  Bessie 
Baxter,  $18.60;  Cleopas  Hagans,  $9;  other 
sources,  $7.66;  total,  $160.44.  This  is  said  to 
have  been  the  greatest  rally  in  the  history  of 
the  church. — Rev.  I.  R.  Kersh,  Reporter. 

Bryan,  Texas. — On  October  30,  despite  the 
dark,  heavy  clouds,  and  the  steady  downpour 
of  rain,  the  great  baby  contest  was  con¬ 
ducted  in  Lee’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Four  contestants  started  for  the 
goal,  but  one  fell  by  the  wayside,  leaving 
three,  who  marched  boldly  on.  Little  Tom¬ 
mie  Lee  Peterson,  of  Lee’s  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  represented  by  Mrs.  Irma 
Johnson  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church, 
Bryan,  Texas,  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Keeling,  pas¬ 
tor,  aided  by  the  people  of  Bryan  and  ad¬ 
jacent  towns,  laid  $160  upon  the  table.  Little 
Miss  Elaine  Pickford,  of  the  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev.  E.  H. 
Smith,  pastor,  represented  by  Mrs.  Ella  Mae 
Blue,  laid  on  the  table  <$66.61.  Little  Miss 
Love  Jewell  Hammond,  of  Third  Baptist 
Church,  Bryan,  the  Rev.  S.  E.  Diggs,  pastor, 
represented  by  Mrs.  V.  J.  Haynes  Lee,  laid 
on  the  table  .$8.30.  Grand  total  for  the  con¬ 
test,  $216.  Mrs.  Blue  wishes  to  thank  all 
out-of-town  friends  who  befriended  her. 
Tommie  Lee  received  the  prise  of  $6  in  gold. 
— E.  M.  Blue,  Reporter. 

Fayette,  Mo. — Sunday,  October  30,  was  a 
high  day  in  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  It  was  the  occasion  of  our  stewards’ 
rally,  for  the  purpose  of  catching  up  the 
slack  in  our  pastor’s  salary.  The  organisa¬ 
tion  was  effected  by  appointing  Mrs.  Mollie 
Walker  captain  of  all  the  men,  and  Mr.  E. 
W.  Tolson  captain  of  all  the  women.  After 
a  four  weeks’  drive,  the  men  and  women 
measured  arms  on  rally  day,  with  results  that 
highly  pleased  everyone  present,  especially 
the  pastor.  The  morning  and  evening  ser¬ 


mons  were  delivered  by  our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Spencer  Ray,  Jr.,  who  gave  good  account  of 
himself  as  a  preacher.  The  high-water  mark 
was  reached  at  the  afternoon  hour,  when  the 
Rev.  T.  H.  Reeves,  of  Glasgow,  opened  the 
flood  gates  of  our  souls  with  a  burning  mes¬ 
sage  fresh  from  the  lips  of  God.  We  had 
the  pleasure  of  introducing  visitors  from  the 
following  towns:  New  Franklin,  Glasgow,  and 
St.  Louis.  The  captains  reported  as  follows: 
Mrs.  Mollie  Walker,  $60.60;  Mr.  E.  W.  Tol¬ 
son,  $62.60;  total,  $123.20.  “Be  not  weary  in 
well  doing.” — Prof.  A.  Cravens,  Reporter. 

Brandon,  Miss. — Wesley  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  still  rejoicing  over  the 
revival  meetings  held  here  for  ten  days.  The 
meetings  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  P. 
Ward,  our  energetic  pastor  of  Montrose, 
Miss.  Each  night  he  brought  a  burning  mes¬ 
sage  to  us,  more  wonderful  than  the  pre¬ 
ceding  one.  Finally  on  the  tenth  night  we 
reached  the  climax,  when  he  used  for  his 
text,  “I  have  opened  my  mouth  to  God  and 
I  cannot  go  back”;  subject,  “Keep  Your 
Word.”  We  were  graced  with  the  presence 
of  the  following  distinguished  visitors  during 
the  meeting:  Dr.  J.  W.  E.  Bowen,  Jr.,  the 
Rev.  R.  B.  Anderson,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Wil¬ 
liams,  district  superintendent  Jackson  Dis¬ 
trict;  the  Rev.  J.  C.  West,  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  Bros.  W.  W.  Rosby  and  James 
Dotson,  of  Jackson  Central  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  We  had  four  to  join  the 
church  and  were  baptized  by  the  R^v.  Ward. 
Three  infants  were  also  baptized..  Collec¬ 
tion  for  the  ten  days  was  $100.44.  At  the 
close  of  the  meeting  the  Rev.  Ward  received 
a  number  of  tokens  of  appreciation,  which 
showed  that  he  was  welcome  to  come  again 
at  any  time.  We  wish  to  thank  the  Rev. 
R.  W.  Patton,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  his 
good  people  for  their  co-operation  in  helping 
to  make  this  meeting  a  success.  We  have 
plans  on  for  a  complete  wind-up  of  the  year’s 
work,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  make  a  clear 
report  at  our  approaching  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. — The  Rev.  L.  W.  Price,  Pastor;  Mrs. 
Ina  A.  Taper,  Reporter. 

Hot  Springs,  Tenn. — Methodism  in  Hot 
Springs  gradually  takes  permanent  form  as 
the  years  pass.  It  can  boast  of  a  few  splen¬ 
did  auxiliaries,  among  them  the  department 
of  music.  TTirough  this  department  the 
church  reaches  its  largest  number  of  vis¬ 
itors.  On  several  occasions  our  splendid  mu¬ 
sicians  have  been  used  to  entertain  royalty 
who  visited  the  city.  A  few  weeks  ago  Hot 
Springs  entertained  Secretary  Hoover,  who 
stopped  at  Couchwood  Lodge  on  Lake  Cather¬ 
ine.  Secretary  Hoover  expressed  a  desire  to 
hear  some  good  singing,  especially  Negro 
music.  Mr.  H.  C.  Couch,  one  of  Arkansas’ 
most  outstanding  citizens,  called  upon  Bro. 
Tom  Shelton,  manager  of  the  Pythian  Bath 
House,  to  furnish  his  choir  on  the  desired 
occasion.  It  was  on  Sunday  afternoon.  The 
pastor  accompanied  the  choir  to  the  lakeside. 
A  program  of  ten  selections  was  rendered 
through  our  chorister,  Mrs.  Barrow,  after 
which  a  desire  was  expressed  to  have  a  few 
words  from  the  pastor.  The  effort  was 
made,  and  in  such  a  way  that  it  brought 
forth  eloquent  words  in  response  by  the  guest 
of  honor;  also  by  His  Excellency,  Governor 
Martineau,  together  with  strong  words  on 
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Church  School  teachers’  period¬ 
ical  that  has  remained  at  the  head 
of  the  procession.  How  can  such 
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Annver — because  it  has  consistently  kept 
step  with  the  best  in  the  march  of 
f>ro^rcss.  The  treatments  of  The  Inter- 
nauonal  Uniform,  The  International 
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Lessons,  as  well  as  the  magazine 
section  in 
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administrative  staff  as  well  as  for 
the  teachers  in  the  upper  grades. 

Few  magazines  of  such  high  quality  sell 
at  the  low  price  of  13  cents  a  quarter, 
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racial  co-operation  by  Ex-Govemor  Neff,  of 
Texas.  The  group  was  served  with  refresh¬ 
ments.  As  another  evidence  of  growth,  the 
long-hanging  mortgage  held  by  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension  has 
been  lifted  and  the  church  is  in  good  finan¬ 
cial  standing,  having  one  of  the  smallest 
local  debts  of  any  church  in  the  city.  The 
spiritual  tone  of  the  church  is  stronger  and 
the  morale  is  constantly  growing  firmer.  On 
Saturday,  October  15,  a  group  of  the  mem¬ 
bers,  for  the  first  time  in  life,  decided  to 
surprise  the  pastor  on  his  birthday.  They 
usually  succeed  in  accomplishing  what 
they  decide  to  do.  The  mischief  originated 
in  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  of  which  Mrs. 
R.  L.  Simpson  is  president.  Those  who  fol¬ 
lowed  her  were:  Brother  and  Sister  R.  B. 
Davis,  Mrs.  Wili  Jones,  Brother  and  Sister 
Wiley  Fuller,  Brother  and  Sister  Henry 
Wright,  Sisters  Steels,  Daniels,  and  Lewis, 
Brother  and  Sister  Robert  Carmichael,  Mrs. 
Dooley,  and  Mr.  Fred  Young  (friends). 
Gifts  later  came  from  Misses  Ina,  Gertrude, 
Johnie  Scott,  and  Mrs.  Amanda  Jenkins.  Mrs. 
Leona  Finley  the  next  day  expressed  her 
greeting  by  handing  the  pastor  three  one  dol¬ 
lar  bills.  The  presentations  consisted  in  the 
main  of  groceries  and  wearing  apparel. 
“Thankie.” — W.  L.  Turner,  Pastor. 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

NAVASOTA  DISTRICT 
First  Round — Anderson,  December  3,  4; 
Navasota  Ct.,  10,  11;  Navasota  Station,  11, 
12;  Madisonville,  17,  iS;  Bedias,  24,  26;  East 
Hempstead,  31,  January  l;  Hempstead,  1,  2; 
Brenham  Ct.,  7,  8;  Brenham  Station,  8,  9; 
Bellville,  14,  15;  Sealey,  21,  22;  Brookshire, 
28,  29;  Caldwell,  February  4,  6;  lola,  4,  6; 
Stoneham,  11,  12;  Hufsmith,  18,  19;  Millican, 
26,  26;  Hockley,  March  3,  4;  Somerville  and 
Lyons,  3^  4. 

Brethren:  Remember  the  greatest  reward 
God  ever  bestowed  upon  a  man  in  this  world 
is  great  opportunity  for  service. — A.  J.  New¬ 
ton,  Dist.  Supt. 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
First  Round — Mallalieu,  October  30,  Novem¬ 
ber  1;  Haven,  October  30  and  November  3; 
Slidell,  6,  6;  Philip  Memorial,  13-17;  Scott 
Chinn,  13-16;  St.  Matthew,  20-22;  Peoples, 
20-24;  Asbury,  20;  Thompson,  27-29;  Peck, 
27  and  December  1;  Trinity,  4-6;  Mt.  Zion, 
4-8;  Grace,  11-13;  Williams,  11-14;  Frank- 
linton,  16,  16;  Angie,  17,  18;  Hartzell,  20-26; 
Mandeville,  22,  23;  Wesley,  26-27;  First 
^  Street,  January  1-3;  Gretna  and  St.  Philip, 
1-6;  Bogalusa,  7,  8. 

Dear  Brethren:  The  Conference  is  over, 
and  ere  this  time  we  are  at  our  new  fields  of 
labor;  so  let  each  man  go  in  for  the  largest 
year’s  work  of  his  ministry.  We  should  be¬ 
gin  now  our  plans  to  register  a  100  per  cent 
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report  along  all  lines  at  the  next  session  of 
our  Conference.  Set  your  goal,  then  work 
to  that  end,  for  we  know  making  plans  and 
not  working  them  doesn’t  help  very  much. 
Let  us  emphasise  evangelism.  World  Service, 
and  property  improvement.  Of  course  we 
know  of  our  local  obligations,  so  keep  them 
up.  We  shall  expect  each  man  to  co-operate 
with  us  in  prosecuting  the  task  assigned  us. 
Remember,  I  am  at  your  disposal  for  any  in¬ 
formation  I  can  give.  Yours  for  larger  serv¬ 
ice,  Jesse  O.  David,  Dist.  Supt.,  New  Or¬ 
leans  District,  1038  Upperline  Street. 

TUSCALOOSA  DISTRICT 

First  Round — Akron  Ct.,  November  4-6; 
Mt.  Sterling  Ct.,  11-13;  Bessemer,  18-20; 
Readers,  19,  20;  Mantua  Ct.,  25-27;  Eutaw 
Ct.,  December  2-4;  Gainesville  Ct.,  9-11; 
Marion,  16-18;  Marietta,  17,  18;  Tuscaloosa, 
30,  January  1;  Oak  Grove,  6-8;  Newbern  Ct., 
7,  8;  Gondo  Ct.,  13-16;  St.  Paul  CL,  20-22; 
York  Ct.,  27-29. 

Dear  Coworkers:  We  come  to  this  new 
task  with  grateful  hearts.  We  are  praying 
that  the  Lord  may  lead  us  in  the  way  He 
would  have  us  go.  Let  each  and  every  man 
do  his  best  to  At  into  the  program  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  church.  Let  us  raise  our  Epis¬ 
copal  Fund  as  a  Christmas  offering  and  re¬ 
port  immediately.  Organise  for  our  year’s 
work  to-day.  Keep  the  revival  Are  burning 
the  whole  year  through.  Raise  your  World 
Service  in  full  in  your  spring  drive,  and  also 
plan  well  your  Sunday  school  and  Epworth 
X«ague.  We  earnestly  ask  each  pastor,  dis¬ 
trict  steward,  and  auxiliary  president  to  meet 
tus  in  the  District  Steward  Council,  December 
S,  1927,  in  Akron,  Ala.  Your  friend  and 
brother,  F,  W.  Williams,  Dist.  Supt.,  2211 
Kleventh  Street,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

DARLING,  MISS. 

Darling  circuit:  The  third  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  convened  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Sledge,  Miss.,  September  24, 
26,  with  the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  C. 
W.  Butler,  in  the  chair.  Most  of  the  officers 
were  present  with  good  reports.  The  Rev. 
Butler  brought  us  an  inspiring  message  on 
Sunday  from  the  subject  “Sin  in  the  Home.” 
We  raised  $52. — ^Mrs.  H.  H.  King,  Reporter. 

GRIFFIN,  GA. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Griffin  circuit  was  held  at  Barros  Chapel, 
October  22,  23,  with  the  Rev.  D.  H.  Stanton, 
district  superintendenL  presiding.  All  re¬ 
ports  were  in  advance  of  1926.  The  work  of 
the  church  is  well  cared  for  by  the  pastor. 
Rev.  E.  H.  Lee.  He  is  much  loved  by  all, 
and  his  leadership  is  peaceful.  Dr.  Stanton 
preached  Sunday  morning  from  Isa.  6.  8, 
*‘Here  am  I,  send  me.”  All  who  heard  him 
were  made  glad.  Dr.  Stanton  is  an  able 
preacher  and  is  loved  by  all  of  the  men  on  the 
district.  We  hope  to  have  our  pastor  return 
for  another  year,  for  we  feel  that  under  his 
leadership  our  work  here  will  be  a  success. 
— Mrs.  Long,  Reporter. 

HIGHLANDALE,  MISS. 

Mt.  Nebo  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
October  16,  16,  with  District  Superintendent 
C.  W.  Butler  presiding.  The  roll  was  called 
and  all  members  were  present.  Sunday,  the 
Rev.  C.  W.  Butler  preached  a  wonderful 
sermon;  subjecL  “Full  Time.”  It  was  de¬ 
clared  by  the  congregation  to  have  been  the 
best  sermon  preached  here  in  some  time. 
Over  100  partook  of  the  communion.  Paid 
district  superintendent  in  full.  Amount 
raised,  $100.36.  We  are  proud  of  the  Rev. 
Butler,  and  showed  it  in  the  treatment  ac¬ 
corded  him.  This  was  one  of  the  best  Con¬ 
ferences  held  on  the  circuit. — The  Rev.  P.  H. 
Jackson,  Pastor;  Miss  Sam  Rutb^Williams, 
Reporter. 

HOLAPAW,  FLA. 

On  October  20  we  held  our  fourth  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference,  with  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Wes¬ 
ley,  district  superintendent,  presiding.  Splen¬ 
did  reports  were  made  by  the  officers,  and 
the  district  superintendent  has  been  paid  in 


full,  $68  for  the  year.  Class  No.  1,  Sister 
J.  Knowles,  leader,  and  Class  No.  2,  Sister 
W.  M.  Crawford,  leader,  made  good  reports. 
Sister  Nancy  Robertson,  president  of  the 
Ladies’  Aid,  also  gave  a  donation.  Sister  J. 
Knowles  was  elected  delegate  to  the  Annual 
Conference;  Sister  F.  Rubin,  reserve. — The 
Rev.  J.  P.  Plummer,  Pastor;  J.  Knowles,  Re¬ 
porter. 

LEXINGTON,  MO. 

Sunday,  October  23,  was  a  great  day  at 
Lewis  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Our  most  capable  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  E.  W.  Hannah,  held  the  third  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference.  All  officers  made  splendid 
reports.  The  superintendent  complimented 
us  on  the  work  done.  Sunday  morning  the 
Rev.  E.  W.  Hannah  preached  to  a  full  house; 
in  the  afternoon  the  Rev.  Spencer  Ray,  of 
Fayette,  Mo.,  delivered  a  most  eloquent  dis¬ 
course  to  a  crowded  house.  Sunday  night  the 
Rev.  Hannah  preached  a  sermon  that  will 
linger  long  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  heard 
him.  Three  persons  united  with  the  church 
during  the  day.  Collection,  $44.21.  The  Rev. 
R.  H.  Young,  of  Slater,  was  also  present. — 
The  Rev.  H.  T.  Reeves,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Jennie 
Booker,  Secretary. 

LOTTIE,  LA. 

Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Green  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
September  29,  with  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Rev.  B.  J.  Reddix,  presiding.  He 
preached  a  stirring  sermon  from  Gen.  46.  28. 
The  business  session  was  then  held.  Good  re- 


EASTON,  MD. 

It  is  no  mere  happening  that  the  Easton 
District  held  its  Afth  annual  session  in  the 
scenic  city  of  Cambridge,  Md.,  October  26- 
27,  1927.  The  trip  by  auto  is  by  various 
routes  over  good  roads  to  this  mecca  of  rural 
Maryland,  through  a  country  of  fertile  farms 
and  homelike  townships;  but  the  writer  once 
approached  it  via  steamer,  entering  the  mouth 
of  the  Choptank  River,  to  And  a  charming 
city  nestling  within  the  crescentlike  fold  of 
a  beauteous  stream.  It  presented  an  impres¬ 
sive  skyline  with  its  many-storied  buil^ngs 
of  brick  and  stone — an  evident  solidarity  and 
modernity  which  was  conArmed  as  one  trav¬ 
ersed  its  orderly  and  ample  avenues,  adorned 
by  commodious  stores  and  pert-looking  shops 
bearing  an  urban  air.  The  residential  section 
(both  white  and  colored)  bespeaks  alike 
domestic  thrift  and  civic  pride.  The  popu¬ 
lation  approaches  9,000,  including  more  than 
2,600  Negroes. 

Here  are  thriving  business  enterprises 
owned  and  conducted  by  colored  men  for 
colored  patronage.  The  Hon.  H.  M.  Sin¬ 
clair,  merchanL  is  a  member  of  the  city 
council.  There  is  a  four-year  accredited  high 
school;  there  are  two  large  modern  church 
ediAces  (Methodist  Episcopal  and  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churches)  built  of  brick 
with  a  degree  of  artistry,  plus  several  smaller 
religious  communions.  Prestige  and  pros¬ 
perity  are  everywhere  in  evidence. 

Waugh  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
the  Rev.  J.  A.  T.  Foust,  A.M.,  D.D.,  pastor, 
with  a  membership  of  300,_  is  without  a  peer 
among  colored  churches  south  of  Wilmin^on. 
Music  was  rendered  by  her  choir  of  talented 
singers.  The  entertainment  was  satisfactory, 
although  the  attendance  exceeded  all  calcu¬ 
lations.  However,  Anancial  receipts  for  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Conference  totaled  $M1.  Visita¬ 
tion  fairly  well  represented  the  Delaware 
Conference  itself.  The  coming  General  Con¬ 
ference,  doubtless,  is  to  be  credited  for  much 
of  the  unusual  noted  in  our  recent  District 
Conferences.  Laymen  vie  with  ministers  in 
this  concern. 

The  Arst  session,  Tuesday  afternoon,  in¬ 
spirational  hour  for  local  preachers,  was 
opened  by  the  Rev.  E.  O.  Parker,  Easton. 
Later  the  examination  of  candidates  and 
local  preachers  in  the  course  of  study  was 
conducted,  F.  H.  Quinn  presiding;  R.  B. 
Thompson,  registrar;  W.  E.  Stanley,  ,1.  H. 
Stevenson,  L.  D.  Beecham,  S.  G.  Dix,  T.  W. 


ports  were  rendered  by  all  officers  present. 
The  superintendent  was  paid  in  full,  $10.20. 
— The  Rev.  J.  H.  Frasier.  Pastor;  M.  A. 
Noble,  Reporter. 

MERIDIAN,  MISS. 

Our  third  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
in  St.  Paul  Church,  October  2-4,  with  thtf 
Rev.  D.  L.  Morgan,  the  efficient  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  in  the  chair.  He  dispatched 
with  ease  the  business  of  the  Conference. 
The  officers  present  made  good  reports.  The 
pastor  was  ill  and  could  not  be  present.  We 
went  out  of  the  Conference  into  the  revival 
service  that  was  being  conducted  by  Dr.  J. 
W.  Golden,  the  area  evangelist.  For  ten  days 
he  preached,  bringing  a  wonderful  message 
each  service  that  was  a  spiritual  benediction 
to  all.  We  were  glad  to  have  Dr.  Golden 
with  us.  We  feel  greatly  beneAted  by  his 
wonderful  services. — Reporter. 

VAIDEN,  MISS. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Vaiden  circuit  convened  at  Sand  Hill  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  October  29,  30,  with 
the  Rev.  O.  W.  Crump,  acting  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  in  the  chair.  After  a  few  brief 
remarks  by  the  Rev.  Crump,  some  very  favor¬ 
able  and  encouraging  reports  were  rendered 
by  the  pastor.  Rev.  E.  H.  Holmes,  and  offi¬ 
cers.  We  are  striving  to  put  the  program 
over  the  top.  Collection,  $60.66.  Raised  for 
ministerial  support  since  the  third  quarter, 
$237.26.— E.  H.  Holmes,  Pastor;  W.  H. 
Bailey,  Reporter. 


Cooper,  E.  O.  Parker,  A.  E.  Martin,  in¬ 
structors.  Henrietta  Tilghman,  Royal  Oak; 
Anna  E.  Jefferson,  Easton,  graduated  from 
the  course  this  year. 

The  evening  session  was  marked  by  a  ser¬ 
mon  of  majestic  proportions  and  keen  expo¬ 
sition  by  the  Rev.  F.  J.  Handy,  Ph.D.,  Cam¬ 
den,  N.  J.  The  holy  communion  followed, 

Dr.  J.  W.  Jefferson,  district  superintendent, 
presiding.  ( 

Wednesday,  the  morning  session  began  with 
an  address,  “An  Hour  With  the  Bible,”  by 
Dr.  Pazavia  O’Connell,  Morgan  College,  9 
o’clock,  which  was  followed  by  a  second 
period  on  the  same  theme,  “Faith.”  De¬ 
scription  is  futile,  but  we  may  say  that  a 
more  timely  and  adequate  message  one  would 
not  seek. 

Business  of  organization  proceeded  duly 
according  to  the  Discipline  of  our  church. 

J.  A.  Fassett  was  re-elected  secretary,  and 
J.  H.  Stevenson,  statistician.  The  compara¬ 
tive  statistical  report  for  the  years  1926  and 
1927  was  pleasing.  For  World  Service  giving 
there  was  a  slight  decrease;  for  other  benevo¬ 
lences  the  Agures  were:  for  1926,  ^127;  1927, 
$6,606;  totals  for  1926  and  1927,  respectively, 
$27,144  and  $42,639;  total  increase.  $16,496. 

Afternoon  session  opened  with  devotions 
by  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Turner,  (a).  Pastor’s  re¬ 
ports;  (h),  paper,  “Morgan  College  Crusade,” 
by  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Johnson;  (c),  fraternal 
greetings:  from  New  York  District,  the  Rev. 
Robert  W.  Cheers;  Philadelphia  District,  the 
Rev.  J.  R.  Holland;  Wilmington  District,  the 
Rev.  Daniel  G.  Waters;  Salisbury  District, 
the  Rev.  L.  H.  McArthur.  The  response  was 
made  by  R.  B.  Thompson  in  behalf  of  Easton 
District. 

Evening  session,  the  Rev.  S.  G.  Dix  presid¬ 
ing.  7.30,  devotions,  the  Rev.  L.  D.  Beecham. 

The  welcome  address  in  behalf  of  Cambridge 
City  was  made  by  City  Councilman  H.  M.  Sin¬ 
clair;  8.30  P.  M.,  address,  “Religious  Educa¬ 
tion,”  by  Dr.  T.  H.  Kiah,  Princess  Anne 
Academy;  address  on  “Pension  and  Relief  for 
Conference  Claimants,”  by  the  Rev.  J.  R. 
Waters,  D.D.,  Aeld  agent;  address  by  Dr.  A. 

J.  Mitchell,  Aeld  agent  of  Morgan  College 
Crusade;  also  Dr.  F.  H.  Butler. 

Thursday  morning  the  periods  for  “An 
Hour  With  the  Bible,”  9  and  12.30  o’clock, 
respectively,  were  graced  with  two  forth¬ 
right  messages  on  “Salvation,”  by  Dr.  J.  H. 
Scott.  His  treatment  was  fresh  and  furnished 
with  sermonic  suggestions  to  young  ministers. 
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Schedule  of  Annual  Conferences,  Fall,  1927 


Conference 

Texas 

Weft  Texas 
Little  Rock 
Savannah 
South  Carolina 
Atlanta 
South  Florida 
Mississippi 
Florida 

Upper  Mississippi 
Washington 
Delaware 
Lexington 
Central  Missouri 


Place 

Date 

Bishop 

Galveston,  Tex. 

November  28 

Jones 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 

November  80 

Jones 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

November  80 

Clair 

Blackshear,  Ga. 

December  1 

Richardson 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

December  6 

Richardson 

McDonough,  Ga. 

December  14 

Richardson 

Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

January  19 

Richardson 

Jackson,  Miss. 

January  26 

Thirkield 

Gainesville,  Fla. 

January  26. 

Richardson 

Grenada,  Miss. 

February  1 

Mead 

Baltimore,  Md. 

March  21 

Locke 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

March  28 

Jones 

Chicago,  Ill. 

April  11 

Clair 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

April  18 

Clair 

These  Bible  talks  kept  the  tone  of  the  con¬ 
vention  on  a  high  spiritual  plane.  Business 
of  a  clerical  and  committee,  or  church  polity 
sort,  was  expedited  with  marked  complete¬ 
ness.  Remarks  were  made  by  Dr.  J.  U.  King, 
of  the  Washington  Conference;  Dr.  W.  C. 
Thompson,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Philadelphia  District.  The  following  district 
superintendents  were  also  present;  J.  B.  A. 
Johns,  M.  A.  Thompson,  T.  H.  Woodley. 

The  afternoon  session  was  given  over  to 
special  programs.  2.80  P.  M. — Ladies’  Aid 
Society  anniversary,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Jefferson  pre¬ 
siding;  charming  music  was  rendered  by  the 
ministers’  wives’  chorus.  4  P.  M. — Woman’s 
Honie  Missionary  Society,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Blake 
presiding;  principal  address  was  delivered  by 
Mrs.  Hattie  R,  Hargis,  president  of  The 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  of  Dela¬ 
ware  Conference.  Visitors:  Mrs.  M.  A.  R. 
Camphor,  returned  missionary  from  Africa; 
Mrs.  Lavenla  Jewett,  of  New  York  District. 
8  P.  M. — Evangelistic  service,  the  Rev.  W.  T. 
Spellman.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev. 
J.  0.  GrifiBn.  A  truly  evangelistic  sermon 
was  preached  with  exceeding  fervency  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  by  the  Rev.  L.  D.  Beecham, 
Centerville.  An  altar  service  was  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Coulbourne,  resulting  in 
one  conversion.  The  writer  has  attended  no 
service  on  the  district  in  five  years  that  has 
come  so  near  to  a  true  Pentecost  affecting 
so  large  a  body  of  folk  as  this  climax  serv¬ 
ice.  A  stone  dropped  into  a  stream  sets  up 
reverberations  that  reach  either  shore;  so 
will  the  influence  of  this  Conference  be. — 
The  Rev.  R.  B.  Thompson,  Reporter. 


VICKSBURG  DISTRICT  SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL  CONVENTION 
The  Vicksburg  District  Sunday-school, 
Home  Missionary  Society,  and  Epworth 
League  Convention  convened  in  Lynch’s 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Clinton, 
Miss.,  October  27-31,  with  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  J.  R.  Ross  presiding.  The  convention 
Was  opened  with  an  inspiring  address  by 
the  Rev.  Ross.  Organisation:  the  Rev.  W.  E. 
Rucker  was  elected  secretary;  the  Rev.  P.  S. 
Olive,  statistician. 

The  meeting  of  the  pastors  and  delegates 
proved  a  source  of  much  joy,  and  the  Rev. 
E.  G.  Webb  and  his  good  people  gave  us  royal 
entertainment.  The  welcome  addresses  by 
the  citizens  were  pleasing  to  the  convention. 
In  behalf  of  the  ministers  the  welcome  was 
given  by  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Johnson,  pastor  of 
the  Bapti.st  Church;  in  behalf  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  Miss  Julia  Jones;  in  behalf  of  the 
young  people.  Miss  Pearl  Patton.  Prof. 
Lovett  being  absent,  the  Rev.  West  spoke 
on  the  value  of  education  and  the  worth  of 
sending  our  children  to  school.  The  young 
men  and  women  of  Mississippi  College 
(white),  led  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Dunkins,  rendered 
a  fine  program.  Dr.  J.  C.  Hlbbler  responded 
m  a  very  befitting  way.  Dean  Reynolds,  of 
Haven  Teachers  College,  spoke  words  of  en¬ 
couragement.  The  Rev.  J.  E.  Thompson,  of 
we  Jackson  District,  and  the  Rev.  S.  L. 
Harrison,  Meridian  District,  brought  greet¬ 
ings.  Prof.  R.  H.  McAllister,  business  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate, 
"  as  present  and  laid  the  value  of  the  paper 
upon  the  hearts  of  the  convention.  Ten  cash 
subscriptions  were  laid  on  the  table.  Dean 
Reynolds  spoke  in  behalf  of  Haven  Teachers 
College,  and  the  convention  responded  in  a 
very  helpful  way. 

On  Saturday  evening  the  superintendent 


held  the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference.  The 
superintendent  was  paid  in  full.  The  ser¬ 
mons  preached  by  the  following  were  very 
helpful  and  inspiring:  Drs.  J.  C.  Hibbler, 
W.  L.  Marshall,  G.  C.  Ford,  P.  S.  Olive,  A.  L. 
McFall,  W.  E.  Rucker,  J.  H.  Smith.  The 
following  churches  spared  no  pains  in  help¬ 
ing  to  care  for  the  convention:  St  Thomas, 
Holy  Ghost,  and  Pleasant  Green  Baptist 
Churches.  The  convention  was  divided  on 
Sunday  for  the  benefit  of  both  churches. 
Seven  Springs  and  Lynch’s  Chapel,  which 
proved  a  benediction  for  both.  Dr.  J.  R. 
Ross  proved  himself  equal  to  the  task. — Re¬ 
porter. 

WORLD  SERVICE  MEETING,  ARM¬ 
STRONG,  MO. 

Kansas  City  District,  Central  Missouri 
Conference,  World  Service  Group  No.  4,  met 
at  Grant  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Armstrong,  Mo.,  October  81.  Group  No.  4 
consists  of  the  following  churches:  Glasgow, 
Slater,  Armstrong,  Glasgow  circuit. 

The  business  session  opened  at  6  P.  M. 
The  following  ofBcers  were  elected;  F.  D. 
Avant,  Armstrong,  president;  R.  H.  Young, 
Slater,  vice-president;  Mrs.  C.  L.  Jackson, 
Glasgow,  secretary;  Mrs.  J.  Mansfield,  Arm¬ 
strong,  assistant  secretary;  H.  T.  Reeves, 
Glasgow,  treasurer;  Ora  Young,  Slater,  re¬ 
porter.  Each  church  is  represented  as  each 
group  meeting  by  the  following  laymen: 
Jackson  Williams,  Glasgow;  Ora  Young, 
Slater;  Mrs.  Leonora  Richardson,  Armstrong; 
A.  Woods,  at  Glasgow  circuit. 

At  7.46  the  session  was  opened  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  the  Rev.  H.  T.  Reeves,  of  Glasgow, 
made  a  very  interesting  address  on  tithing 
and  Christian  stewardship,  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Young,  of  Slater, 
on  World  Servipe.  The  meeting  was  graced 
by  the  presence  of  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Rev.  E.  W.  Hannah,  and  the  Rev.  Neigh¬ 
bor,  of  East  St.  Louis,  Ill.  The  meeting  was 
full  of  pep  from  start  to  finish,  and  all  pres¬ 
ent  went  forth  with  the  determination  to  put 
the  World  Service  program  over  100  per  cent. 
It  was  brought  to  our  knowledge  by  our  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  that  the  Kansas  City 
District  is  leading  all  districts  in  the  Central 
Missouri  Conference  in  World  Service  at  the 
present  time,  and  Group  No.  4  has  resolved 
to  put  forth  every  effort  to  lead  all  groups 
in  Kansas  City  District.  The  collection  for 
the  night  was  $19.  A  World  Service  pep 
meeting  is  announced  for  November  16,  at 
Slater,  and  for  December  9  at  Glasgow;  all 
group  officers  are  expected  to  be  present. 
Let  us  put  the  World  Service  program  over 
100  per  cent. — Ora  Young,  Reporter. 

Indianapolis  District  Sug- 
gest-o-graphs 

In  every  field  fabulous  values  in  old  equip¬ 
ment  have  gone  to  the  scrapheap  to  give  place 
to  modern  improvements.  A  millionaire  steel 
manufacturer  credits  the  vastness  of  his  for¬ 
tune  to  his  courage  and  foresight  when  he 
installed  entirely  new  equipment  at  the  risk 
of  bankruptcy.  It  reduced  cost  and  increased 
output  so  as  to  give  him  ten  millions  in  in¬ 
creased  profits  while  his  competitors  contin¬ 
ued  to  “economize  by  wearing  out  their  old 
equipment  which  was  too  good  to  throw 
away.”  Eflicient  church  management  will  be 
marked  by  the  same  effort  to  secure  and  make 
proper  use  of  all  promising  new  tools  and 
equipment,  from  departmental  classrooms  to 


duplex  envelopes;  from  religious  motion  pic¬ 
tures  to  addressographs  and  complete  mod¬ 
ern  ofiBce  equipment;  from  kitchen  and  social 
rooms  to  a  pastor’s  auto.  This  is  the  day 
of  efficiency  standards.  The  world  insists  on 
the  elimination  of  unnecessary  waste  In  the 
form  of  materials,  time,  products,  opportu¬ 
nities,  and  unused  equipment.  It  demands 
a  maximum  of  results  with  a  minimum  of 
costs.  The  more  Important  the  institution, 
the  more  searching  is  the  scrutiny  into  meth¬ 
ods  and  results. 

Obituaries 

COLEMAN — The  Rev.  B.  J.  Coleman  was 
the  son  of  William  and  Rachel  Coleman,  born 
over  sixty  years  ago  at  Georgetown,  Ky.; 
died  September  18,  1927,  in  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
He  received  his  early  training  in  the  school 
of  his  local  village.  After  feeling  the  call 
of  the  ministry,  he  saw  the  need  of  further 
training,  so  he  attended  school  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  DePauw  University,  at  Green- 
castle,  Ind.  He  taught  in  several  schools. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annie 
Bell,  of  North  Fork,  Ky.,  May  4,  1899.  To 
this  union  one  son  was  born.  The  Rev.  Cole¬ 
man  was  a  man  of  untiring  efforts,  a  straight¬ 
forward  Christian  gentleman.  He  had  been 
in  the  Lexington  Conference  thirty-eight 
years,  and  served  the  following  charges  with 
credit;  Mays  Lick,  Germantown,  North  Fork, 
Oberlin,  Martins  Ferry,  Cynthiana,  Mt.  Ster- 
ling,  Augusta,  Scott  Chapel,  Indianapolis; 
Shelby ville,  Rushville,  Madison,  Ind.;  New 
Zion,  Jeffersontown,  Ky.  The  Rev.  Coleman 
had  been  in  declining  health  for  over  a  year, 
and  at  the  Annual  Conference  at  Simpson 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  April,  he  re¬ 
tired,  not  being  able  to  take  work.  He  leaves 
a  wife,  son,  one  brother,  and  other  relatives 
to  mourn  their  loss.— Mrs.  William  Adkins, 
Reporter. 

JEFFRES— Sister  S.  Jeffres,  aged  eighty- 
five  years,  died  October  2,  1927,  at  Bridge- 
ville.  Miss.  She  was  converted  and  joined 
Mt.  Harmony  Methodist  Episc<q)al  Church 
fifty-two  years  ago.  She  lived  a  consistent 
Christian  and  was  faithful  to  every  cause  of 
the  church.  She  leaves  to  mourn  a  son,  two 
daughters,  and  a  host  of  friends.  The  fu¬ 
neral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  J. 
W.  Byrd.— Reporter.  ^  ’ 

MIDDLETON — ^Little  Jimmie  Middleton,  the 
loving  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adam  Middleton, 
passed  from  labor  to  reward  on  October  24, 
1927.  He  was  ill  for  about  four  months,  but 
was  confined  to  his  bed  only  one  day.  He 
bore  his  illness  with  patience  untU  the  end. 
We  miss  little  Jimmie,  but  our  loss  is  heaven’s 
gain.  The  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  St.  Paul 
Cemetery.  He  leaves  to  mourn  four  sisters, 
six  brothers,  father,  mother,  and  a  host  of 
friends  and  relatives.— Lizzie  O.  Mason,  Re¬ 
porter. 

NEELY— On  October  14,  1927,  after  a  long 
illness.  Sister  Ellen  Neely  departed  this  life 
in  full  triumph  of  faith.  She  was  a  faithful 
member  of  Blue’s  Chapel  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  Scooba,  Miss.,  and  lived  to  a 
ripe  old  age.  She  was  a  special  guide  to  chil¬ 
dren.  Talks  on  her  life  were  given  as  fol¬ 
lows;  As  a  Christian,  by  her  class  leader, 
Henry  Cherry;  mother,  M.  V.  Johnson; 
neighbor  and  friend,  N.  Stewart,  E.  Watts, 
and  A.  Nicholson.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  F.  L.  Williams. 
Sister  Neely  leaves  two  daughters,  five  sons, 
two  sisters,  a  host  of  grandchildren,  rela¬ 
tives,  and  friends  to  mourn  their  loss. — M. 
E.  Griggs,  Reporter. 

POLLARD — Mattie  Pollard,  fourteen  years 
of  age,  died  October  6,  1927.  She  was  con¬ 
verted  and  joined  Mt.  Harmony  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  one  year  ago.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  in  every  department 
of  the  church.  Her  funeral  was  preached 
by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Byrd,  Bridge- 
ville.  Miss. — Reporter. 

RAY— Death  has  called  another  Christian 
hero.  On  September  22,  the  Rev.  D.  Ray, 
our  beloved  pastor  of  Richton,  Miss.,  was 
called  from  labor  to  reward.  Brother  Ray 
was  seventy-two  years  old  at  his  death,  and 
was  one  of  our  leading  pastors  in  the  Missis- 
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sippi  Conference.  He  was  a  strong  gospel 
preacher  and  a  successful  pastor.  He  built 
quite  a  number  of  churches  and  parsonagesi 
and  added  souls  to  every  charge  he  served,  and 
was  loved  by  all.  Bro&er  Ray  was  a  man  of 
high  ideals,  and  was  held  in  tne  very  highest 
esteem  by  the  members  of  his  Conference  and 
all  who  knew  him.  The  following  is  a  list  of 
some  of  the  many  charges  he  served  during 
the  thirty-five  years  of  nis  ministry:  Poplar- 
ville,  Brookhaven,  Hazelhurst  and  St.  Morris, 
Melvin,  Hub,  Lampton,  Crystal  Springs,  and 
Richton,  his  last  appointment.  Brother  Ray 
died  at  Richton,  but  his  funeral  was  held  at 
Handsboro,  Miss.,  his  old  home.  The  Rev. 
A.  H.  Lathan,  pastor;  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Wil¬ 
son,  district  superintendent;  M.  P.  Johnson, 
Dr.  J.  M.  Shumpert,  and  a  host  of  other  min¬ 
isters  participated.  The  funeral  was  a  large 
one,  and  his  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Handsboro  cemetery.  He  leaves  a  dear  wife, 
who  stood  by  him  to  the  last,  and  a  host  of 
friends  to  mourn  his  departure. — Reporter. 

SEALS — Brother  Hiram  Seals,  a  loyal  mem¬ 
ber  of  Hopewell  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Philadelphia,  Miss.,  was  called  from  labor 
to  reward,  ^ptember  29,  1927.  His  funeral 
was  attended  by  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Rogers,  pas¬ 
tor,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Brown,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Ix)uis- 
ville.  Miss.,  and  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Write,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Louisville  charge.  His  body  was 
laid  to  rest  by  the  Hopewell  Masonic  Lodge, 
No.  299. — Reporter. 

SIMON — Sister  Hannah  Simon  died  Septem¬ 
ber  21,  1927.  She  was  a  staimch  member  of 
Shady  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
fifty-seven  years.  She  med  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  Four  daughters,  three 
sons,  one  brother,  two  sisters,  and  a  host  of 
friends  mourn  their  loss. — Rev.  Wm.  Jarrell, 
Pastor. 

SIMPSON — Bro.  Adam  Simpson,  a  worthy 
layman  of  Piney  Grove  Church,  Spartanburg 
(S.  C.)  circuit,  was  born  in  1880,  and  died 
July  15,  1927,  aged  seventy-six  years.  He 
joined  fte  Piney  Grove  Church  in  1874,  and 
was  for  forty  years  district  steward  of  his 
charge,  Sunday-school  superintendent,  and 
for  the  same  length  of  time  prepared  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  Emancipation  celroration  of 
his  church.  About  forty-five  years  ago  he 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Sallie  Simpson,  who  pre¬ 
ceded  him  to  the  grave  four  years  ago.  To 
this  happy  imion  three  sons  and  three  daugh¬ 
ters  were  bom,  all  of  whom  survive  him  save 
the  late  Mrs.  Sarah  Harrison,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  R.  H.  Harrison,  of  Pacolet.  The  sons 
are:  John  Henry,  of  Philadelphia;  Nathan, 
of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  and  Oliver,  of  Spartan¬ 
burg,  S.  C.  The  daughters:  Mesdames  Ida  L. 
Ray,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.;  Virginia  Dogan, 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  an  adopted  daughter, 
Maggie  Brown,  Dante,  W.  Va.  His  was  a 
triumphant  passing.  His  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Revs.  E.  W.  Adams  and  G. 
Littlejohn. — R.  R.  Williams,  Pastor. 

WALKER— On  October  25,  1927,  the  death 
angel  claimed  the  three-year-old  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  W.  R.  Walker,  our  pastor  at  Shu- 
buta.  Miss.  The  baby’s  name  was  Rose  Ella 
Walker.  She  died  in  the  hospital  at  Meridian, 
Miss. — Reporter. 

Marriages 

LEWIS — REID.  Mr.  Dave  Lewis  and  Miss 
Maud  Ella  Reid,  of  Clarksdale,  Miss.,  were 
united  in  the  bonds  of  holy  wedlock,  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  1927,  at  the  home  of  the  bride. 
The  Rev.  D.  D.  Shelly  performed  the  mar¬ 
riage  ceremony. — Reporter. 

SMITH— NEWSOM.  On  the  evening  of 
September  28,  1927,  Mr.  Hayward  W.  Smith 
and  Mrs.  Lula  G.  Newsom  were  ^etly 
married  at  the  parsonage  of  Clair’s  Chapel 
Methodist  ]^iscopal  Church,  Omaha,  Nebr., 
Mrs.  Dora  Donley  and  Mrs.  Elenor  Oville, 
witnesses.  The  Rev.  T.  B.  Ovflle  performed 
the  ceremony.  Mrs.  Smith  has  lived  in  this 
city  a  number  of  years  and  is  a  member  of 
Clair’s  Chapel.  Mr.  Smith  has  also  lived  here 
for  some  time,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
same  church.  We  sincerely  wish  for  this 
couple  a  happy  and  joyous  sail  o’er  life’s 
sea. — Reporter. 


DICKS* 
ANTISEPTIC 


^fOR  CUTS.  WOUNDS.  DRUtSES. 
5imNS.SCALOS,CRAMPS.COUC 

A  PROMPTGERMICIDE 
HEAUNO^  SOOTHING- COOLING 


P.  A.  DICKS 


433  Bowboa  St. 


NEW  ORLEANS.  LA. 


TREMBLE— McGEE.  Mr.  Charles  R.  Trem¬ 
ble  and  Miss  Rosa  McGee  were  quietly  mar¬ 
ried  at  the  home  of  the  groom,  1601  North 
21st  Street,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  Thursday  evening, 
September  15,  1927.  Mr.  J.  C.  Owens  and 
Mrs.  E.  Oville  were  the  attendants.  The 
ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  T.  B. 
Oville.  Mrs.  Tremble  was  formerly  of  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.  Since  her  stay  here  she  has  be¬ 
come  a  member  of  Clair’s  Chapel  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Young  People’s  Boosters  Club, 
which  is  a  financial  asset  to  the  church.  Mr. 
Tremble  is  also  a  member  of  the  above  church, 
and  is  a  successful  business  man  of  the  city. 
He  is  one  of  the  financial  secretaries  of  the 
church.  We  wish  for  them  long  life  and 
happines^. — Reporter. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

Mrs.  Rev.  S.  A.  Mason  takes  this  method 
to  thank  the  good  people  of  Hammond,  La., 
for  the  wonderful  surprise  party  given  her  on 
Tuesday  night,  October  M,  on  her  return 
home  from  the  Annual  Conference.  To  show 
their  love  and  express  their  sympathy,  the 
members  of  the  party  brought  many  pounds 
of  fancy  groceries  and  also  a  cash  purse  of 
$13.  May  God’s  richest  blessing  rest  upon 
them.  The  party  was  led  by  Mrs.  Susie 
Simms,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Mason;  S.  C.  Wil¬ 
liams,  Mrs.  Mary  Punches,  and  many  others. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  and  friends 
of  Neeley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Wil¬ 
son,  La.,  for  a  grand  surprise  party  given 
to  me  at  our  church  on  Friday  night,  Octo¬ 
ber  28.  This  party  was  led  by  Sister  Phillis 
Williams,  of  the  Baptist  Church;  Sisters 
Sarah  Brown,  Rose  Young,  Anna  Glasper,  L. 
B.  Boyard.  As  they  entered  the  church 
ground  they  began  singing  “When  the  Saints 
Go  Marching  In.”  They  laid  on  the  table 
100  pounds  of  select  groceries  and  a  purse 
containing  a  neat  sum  of  money.  God  bless 
you  all,  and  come  again. — The  Rev.  Anthony 
Taylor,  Pastor. 

The  pastor  and  wife  wish  to  thank  the 
members  and  friends  of  St.  John  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Lawrenceburg,  Tenn.,  for 
the  storm  given  them  on  October  25,  just 
after  the  prayer  meeting  had  adjourned,  sur¬ 
prising  the  pastor,  wife,  and  baby.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  members  led  the  group  in  a  needy 
time  with  150  pounds  of  choice  groceries: 
Mrs.  J.  Clark,  Mrs.  C.  Corner,  Miss  Mary 
Hajmes,  Messrs.  J.  A.  Bumpers,  O.  Z.  Sum- 
merhill,  R.  M.  Parker,  Levi  Buchanon,  the 
Rev.  Buchanon,  Mrs.  I.  S.  Parker,  Mrs.  A. 
Buchanon,  and  many  others.  A  few  of  the 
city  merchants  aided  in  this  surprise.  We 
will  be  glad  to  have  this  storm  repeated  at 
any  time. — The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Neal 
and  Baby. 

On  October  15,  after  the  oflBcial  board 
meeting  was  over  at  Hopewell  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  pastor  retired  to  Bro. 
Smith  Carter’s  home  to  spend  the  night.  Just 
at  the  hour  of  retirement,  some  slight  threat- 
enings  were  discovered,  after  which  a  mighty 
storm  arose,  and  a  crowd  of  faithful  people 
rushed  into  the  yard  singing,  heavy  laden 
with  many  pounds  of  choice  groceries  for  the 
pastor  and  famUy,  which  made  our  hearts 
rejoice.  It  was  such  a  surprise,  we  can 
hardly  find  words  to  express  our  apprecia¬ 
tion.  This  crowd  was  led  by  Brothers  E.  D. 


AGENTS  WANTED 

To  sell  the  famous  BLACK  PATTI  REC¬ 
ORDS  (electrically  recorded) ;  the  best 
race  record  on  the  market.  Write  to-day 
to  The  Chicago  Record  Co.,  Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin. 


Communion  Service  Outfits 


IndiTridoal.  tha  piwiat  day 
method— deanly  ud  Moitaty. 
A  mote  impimve  mrelea. 
Beautiful  aeta  at  raaaonable 
prieea.  Write  for  catalog. 


DailouBa  Broe.  db  Co..  Peat  42,  CieamKa,  M. 


ra  church  furniture 

IJI  SvtnthhgJ'of  Cimd)  aaJ  SaaJty  Seiool 
Pi  Mb  Pmr«Mnr»  Yw.  nntoMbgfite. 

DaMoulin  Btoa.  &■  Co.  »■ 

1143  8owifa4diSt.,G«— n»aU,Tlllnnli  P  r 


u 


Or  Snuff  HabR 


WANTED — High  class  expert  colored 
cooks  for  new  cof^e  shop  in  Adolphus  Hotel, 
Dallas.  Good  salary  to  real  cooks.  Answer 
to  Steward,  Adolphus  Hotel,  Dallas,  Texas. 


MeSwine,  N.  A.  Smith,  Smith  Carter,  Sisters 
Sarah  Smith,  Mary  Irving,  Lottie  MeSwine, 
and  others.  The  pastor  thanked  the  guests 
in  choice  words,  and  welcomed  thgm  to  come 
again. — P.  A.  Lemon,  Pastor,  Minter  City, 
Miss. 

Special  Notice 

The  address  of  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Williams, 
district  superintendent  Tuscaloosa  District, 
has  been  changed  from  1007  22d  Avenue  to 
2211  11th  Street,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Inquiry 

I  wish  to  inquire  for  my  son,  Esce  Coliins. 
When  last  heard  of  he  was  in  Lumberton, 
Miss.,  about  four  years  ago.  If  anyone 
knows  of  his  whereabouts,  please  write  his 
father  and  mother,  Israel  and  Loverta  Col¬ 
lins,  whose  address  is  Meadville,  Miss.,  Route 
2,  Box  2.  Would  thank  the  ministers  to 
inquire  also  from  their  pulpits. 
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Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C 


(See  Article  On  Page  928) 
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Central  Alabama  Conference 
Appointments 


BIRMINGHAM  DISTRICT 
J.  W.  Thomas,  Dittrict  Superintendent 
Birmingham,  Ala. 

AshcTillc,  T.  H.  Ham.  Anniston:  Haven, 
J.  C.  Carson;  St.  John,  N.  H.  Redrick.  Al¬ 
toona  and  Oneonta,  G.  B.  Morgan.  Attaila 
and  Collins,  J.  A.  Knox.  Birmingham:  Brad¬ 
ford  Chapel,  to  be  supplied;  Brownville- 
Irondale,  J.  W.  Wright;  East  Thomas,  J.  W. 
Martin;  Enon  Ridge,  J.  C,  McGhee;  Eureka 
Mission,  (A.  L.  Washington);  Mason  City, 
W.  J.  Smith;  Mount  Moriah,  C.  L.  Dunn; 
Mount  Pleasant,  E.  Mixon;  Mount  Hope  Mis¬ 
sion,  (James  McAdory) ;  ^ott  Chapel,  R.  H. 
Cox;  St.  Paul,  B.  T.  McEwen;  Wright  Chapel, 
Luther  Jenkins.  Cedar  Bluflf  Ct.,  J.  A.  Har¬ 
ris.  Beaver  Valley-Ragland,  to  be  supplied. 
Center  Ct.,  J.  A.  Howard.  Gadsden:  Sweet 
Home,  Chas.  Coleman.  Gadsden  Ct.,  W.  F. 
Dancy.  Heflin  Ct.,  J.  C.  Houghton.  Hob¬ 
son  City,  J.  R.  Taylor.  Jasper  and  Oakman, 
(A.  J.  Jones).  Valley  Springs  Ct.,  J.  J. 
Harrison. 

HUNTSVILLE  DISTRICT 
J.  W.  Whitfieu),  District  Superintendent, 
226  W.  Wilson  Street,  Decatur,  Ala. 
Albany  and  Beulah,  A.  P.  Sumpter.  Ard¬ 
more  Mission,  (A.  D.  Bond).  Athens  and 
Oakland,  V.  D.  Oatman.  Bellmina-She£Beld, 
J.  S.  Carter:  Blount  Springs-Colony,  W.  H. 
Langford.  Center  Grove  Ct.,  C.  P.  Payne. 
Decatur,  J.  N.  Wallace.  Guntersville,  R.  C. 
Cody.  Huntsville,  R.  R.  Williams.  Hunts¬ 
ville  Ct.,  Arthur  Jones.  Madison  and  Spring- 
hill,  to  be  supplied.  Normal  Mission,  A.  W. 
McKinney.  Scottsboro  Ct.,  A.  D.  Moon. 
Triana  Ct.,  J.  L.  D.  Knox.  Warrior  and 
Bangor,  Oliver  Porter. 

MONTGOMERY  DISTRICT 
P.  P.  WaioHT,  District  Superintendent, 

606  S.  Jackson  Street,  Montgomery,  Ala. 
Booth  and  Mallies  Chapel,  J.  T.  M.  Willis. 
Brewton  and  Pollard,  R.  H.  Moore.  Castle¬ 


berry,  Benj.  Williams.  Eclectic  Ct.,  E. 
Frasier.  Evergreen  Ct.,  F.  E.  Dawkins. 
Georgian  Mission,  A.  L.  Boyd.  Montgomery, 
Otho  McEwen.  Mobile;  Chickasaw,  J.  H. 
Gilder;  Warren,  J.  L.  Wilson;  Wesley,  P. 
G.  Goins.  Pensacola,  Fla.,  J.  H.  Taggart. 
Tensaw  Ct.,  B.  G.  Green.  Theodore,  S.  B. 
Thornton.  Troy  and  Aberfoil,  H.  J.  McLln. 
Union  Springs  and  Brown  Grove,  C.  H. 
Brown.  Wetumpka  Ct.,  S.  L.  Damous. 

OPELIKA  DISTRICT 
J.  C.  Chumajj,  District  Superintendent, 
Box  141,  Alexander  City,  Ala. 
Ashland,  D.  G.  Toney.  Alexander  City, 
G.  W.  Brown.  Benson  Ct.,  J.  W.  Knox. 
Calaria  Mission,  to  be  supplied.  Dadeville, 

L.  D.  Daniels.  Five  Points,  J.  R.  Houser. 
Goodsell  Memorial,  to  be  supplied.  Kelleyton, 
F.  T.  Thomas.  Lafayette,  to  be  supplied.  La¬ 
fayette  Ct.,  J.  A.  Holliday.  Lanett  Mission, 
J.  P.  McNealy.  Lineville,  G.  W.  Washing¬ 
ton.  Mt.  Jefferson  'Mission,  C.  A.  Bready. 
Opelika,  J.  W.  Patillo.  Roanoke  Ct.,  P.  Y. 
Wofford.  Rocky  Mount,  H.  H.  Nunn.  Rock¬ 
ford,  Z.  A.  Jackson.  Steve  Mission,  to  be 
supplied.  Sylacauga,  C.  R.  Perry.  Talladega, 
Andy  Callahan.  Talladega  'Mission,  M.  W. 
Ivawson.  Wedowee,  F.  F.  Owens. 

TUSCALOOSA  DISTRICT 
F.  W.  WiixiAMS,  District  Superintendent, 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Akron,  Eugene  Green.  Bessemer,  L.  H. 
Zeigler.  Clinton,  to  be  supplied.  Eutaw- 
Springfleid,  F.  J.  Jacobs.  Gainesville,  W.  M. 
Tyree.  Goodo  Ct.  (T.  H.  Harris).  Marion, 
I.‘  B.  Points.  Mantua  Ct.,  J.  A.  W.  Usher. 
Marietta  Ct.,  (A.  R.  Matthews).  Mt.  Sterl¬ 
ing,  D.  D.  Vann.  Newbern,  (T.  A.  Wilson). 
Oakgrove,  Z.  K.  Jackson.  Reeders,  J.  H. 
Duffie.  Selma  Mission,  to  be  supplied.  Tus¬ 
caloosa,  P.  H.  Kelly.  St.  Paul  Ct.,  John 
Langford.  York  Ct.,  (Jesse  Ridgeway). 


Lincoln  Conference 
Appointments 


OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT 
J.  H.  Elus,  District  Superintendent, 

621  North  High  Street,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Altus,  F,  F.  Gibson.  Ames  Ct.,  Arthur 
Cox.  Anadarko  and  Chickasha,  L.  C.  Allen. 
Ardmore,  G.  G.  Logan.  Boley  and  Childs- 
ville,  H.  B.  Gibson.  Davis  Ct.,  Chas.  Sims. 
Guthrie,  Arthur  Jackson.  Grant  and  Gay 
Ct.,  A.  L.  Woodard.  Eufaula  and  McAlester, 
P.  W.  Webb.  Hugo  and  Horse  Prairie,  J. 
D.  Gibson.  Langston  (to  be  supplied). 
Meridian  Ct.,  N.  Coburn.  Muskogee,  LeRoy 
Fields.  Oklahoma  City:  Quayle,  H.  T.  S. 
Johnson;  Clair  Chapel,  W.  P.  Johnson.  Ok¬ 
mulgee  and  Weleetka,  C.  R.  Ross.  Pawnee, 
J.  E.  Austin.  Purcell  Ct.,  Wm.  Meals. 
Seminole  Ct.,  Willis  Johnson.  Terlton,  (Mrs. 
B.  McFall).  Wellston  Ct.,  O.  G.  Moss.  We- 
woka  and  Lima,  W.  H.  G.  Rowe.  Waurika 
Ct.,  (J.  Allen). 

TOPEKA  DISTRICT 
B.  R.  Bookeb,  District  Superintendent, 
1114  West  12th  Street,  Topeka,  Kan. 
Alma  Ct.,  A.  G.  Russell.  Atchison  and 
Leavenworth,  to  be  supplied.  Burlingame 
and  Osage  City,  (J.  E.  Williams).  Clay 
Center  Ct.,  J.  H.  Streeter.  Dunlap  and 
Junction  City,  R.  G.  Collins.  Grand  Island 
CL,  Neb.,  G.  C.  Cooper.  Lincoln,  Neb.,  S. 
H.  Johnson.  Manhattan,  Kan.,  G.  T.  Sax¬ 
ton.  Omaha,  Neb.:  Clair,  A.  H.  Higgs;  U 
Street  and  Council  Bluff,  to  be  supplied.  Sa- 
lina,  Kan.,  J.  B.  Walker.  Topeka:  Asbury, 
J.  O.  Murphy;  Mt.  Olive,  W.  B,  Curtis. 
Valley  Falls,  to  be  supplied. 


ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  DISTRICT 

M.  W.  C1.AIB,  Jr.,  District  Superintendent 
2710  Downing  Street,  Denver,  Colo. 

Alamosa,  to  be  suplied.  Canon  City,  to 
be  supplied.  Colorado  Springs,  G.  F.  Tip- 
ton.  Deerfield,  to  be  supplied.  Denver,  M. 
W,  Clair,  Jr.  Fort  Collins,  to  be  supplied. 
Fort  Lupton,  to  be  supplied.  Greeley,  to 
be  supplied.  Pueblo,  Geo.  N.  Jones.  Sa- 
lida,  (W.  Td.  Browning).  Trinidad,  to  be 
supplied.  Walsenburg,  to  be  supplied. 

WICHITA  DISTRICT 
D.  G.  Fbaxklix,  District  Superintendent, 
1415  North  9th  Street,  Kansas  City,  Kan. 

Arraourdale,  T.  B.  Oville.  Bonner  Springs, 
A.  A.  Tolson.  Caldwell,  (J.  E.  Seaton). 
Chanute,  A.  J.  McAllister.  Chelsea  and 
Grand  River,  Okla.,  L.  A.  Faulkner.  Che- 
topa  and  Oswego,  Kan.,  T.  C.  Butler.  Coffey- 
ville,  S.  L.  Deas.  Elliott  ahd  Big  Creek. 
Okla.,  (N.  M.  Riley).  Fort  Scott,  Kan., 
E.  J.  Moore.  Independence,  Walton  Brown. 
Kansas  City,  G.  S.  Sawyer.  Mound  City, 
to  be  supplied.  Parson,  W.  H.  Hamilton. 
Pawhuska,  Okla.  (Mrs.  Peache  Ecton).  Rose- 
dale,  Kan.,  Dudley  Smith.  Tulsa,  Okla., 
Alexander  Talbert.  Vlnita,  to  be  supplied. 
Wichita,  Kan.,  W.  C.  Conweli. 

L.  D.  Shaw,  Conference  evangelist,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Waurika  Quarterly  Conference. 

N.  J.  Johnson,  area  evangelist,  member  of 
the  Boley  Quarterly  Conference. 


Personal  and  Generali) 

— Bishop  M.  W.  Clair  will  hold  the  Liberia 
Annual  Conference  January  26,  1928,  instead 
of  January  11. 

— President  J.  B.  Randolph,  of  Claflin  Col¬ 
lege,  was  called  to  Houston,  Texas,  on  No¬ 
vember  7,  on  account  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Randolph’s  father.  Dr.  Ramsey,  noted  physi¬ 
cian  of  Houston.  Full  account  of  the  funeral 
arrangements  have  not  reached  this  ofiBce,  but 
may  be  expected  in  a  later  issue  of  the  South¬ 
western. 

— The  public  generally  will  sympathize  with 
the  Rev.  W.  N.  Redmond,  pastor  of  our 
church  at  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  in  his  loss 
sustained  by  the  bum&g  of  his  home  and 
all  household  belongings,  together  with  nec¬ 
essary  wearing  appard  for  the  famify’s  im¬ 
mediate  use.  The  accident  occurred  October 
25,  and  is  the  second  such  sustained  by  this 
family. 

— In  keeping  with  the  singing  talent  of  her 
father,  the  Rev.  David  Gray,  of  Atlanta  Con¬ 
ference,  Miss  Ellen  Gray,  dramatic  soprano 
singer,,  of  Chicago,  Ill.,  is  giving  a  series  of 
concerts  through  the  South  during  this  win¬ 
ter.  She  will  then  go  to  Europe  for  study 
under  some  of  the  great  masters  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent.  Miss  Gray  is  booked  for  a  concert 
in  New  Orleans  in  the  near  future. 


— Mr.  S.  J.  Brown,  of  Ruthville,  Va.,  an¬ 
nounces  the  marriage  «f  his  daughter.  Miss 
Alberta  B.,  to  the  Rev.  Walter  S.  Jackson, 
October  20,  1927.  The  newlyweds  will  be  at 
home  to  their  numerous  friends  at  the  par- 
.sonage  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  1830  East  Eager  Street,  Baltimore, 
Md.  Dr.  Jackson  has  just  gone  to  Baltimore 
from  a  very  successful  six-year  term  as  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  of  the  Charleston  Dis¬ 
trict,  Washington  Conference,  and  is  uni¬ 
versally  beloved  by  his  brethren.  All  Meth¬ 
odism  are  well-wishers  of  the  bride  and 
groom. 


—Mrs.  Josephine  Holmes  Frazier,  who  re¬ 
cently  passed  away  in  New  York  City,  was 
the  sister  of  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Holmes,  a  lead¬ 
ing  pastor,  at  present  in  the  Savannah  Con¬ 
ference.  She  was  a  graduate  of  Clark  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  for  years  taught  most  accept¬ 
ably  in  the  elementary  department  of  that 
institution  prior  to  the  elimination  of  the 
grammar  school.  On  leaving  Atlanta,  she 
went  to  New  York  City,  where  she  had  made 
her  home.  There  she  qualified  and  became 
a  very  efficient  teacher  in  the  New  York  pub¬ 
lic  school  system.  Here  she  taught  for  years 
most  successfully  until  her  lamented  death. 
She  was,  from  childhood,  a  staunch  Methodist 
and,  on  going  to  New  York,  transferred  her 
membership  to  St.  Mark  Church,  where  her 
funeral  was  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  Robinson,  D.D. 
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The  Descent  of  the  Preacher 


That  was  a  most  wholesome  observation,  with  im¬ 
plied  advice,  given  out  the  other  day  by  that  alert, 
conscientious  Alabama  grand  jury  in  connection 
with  timely  investigations  that  body  was  making  into  the 
notoriously  lawless  condition  prevailing  in  that  section  of 
the  State.  The  jury  had  discovered  that  one  of  the  arch 
conspirators  and  chief  instigators  of  that  reign  of  law¬ 
lessness  was  a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  a  minister  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Concerning  this,  the  finding  of  the  jury  was: 
“That  in  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  cases  these  outrageous 
acts  of  hooded  mobs  wearing  the  regalia  of  the  Ku  Klux 
Edan  are  tlie  evil  fruits  of  leadership,  at  war  with  all  con¬ 
stituted  authority  and  done  in  bigoted  disregard  of  the 
courts.  Nothing  can  be  more  cowardly,  no  act  can  so  stir 
the  blood  of  red-blooded  men  of  good,  loyal  citizenship, 
than  for  persons  who  call  themselves  men  to  gather  to¬ 
gether,  purporting  to  so  gather  under  the  banner  of 
Christ,  setting  Christ  before  them  as  a  criterion  of  char¬ 
acter,  and  when  thus  gathered  behind  secret  walls  where 
none  may  enter  if  he  bear  not  the  countersign,  there  be¬ 
fore  the  cross  of  Christ  to  plot  and  plan,  to  conspire  and 
concoct,  connive  and  conjure  up  the  yellow  deeds,  the 
diabolical  schemes,  the  unmerciful  lashings  and  the  cow¬ 
ardly  torturing  attacks  which  have,  in  our  judgment,  been 
committed  upon  defenseless  men  and  women,  white  and 
I  black,  in  this  country.”  Continuing  specifically  where  the 
^  minister  of  the  gospel  was  involved  in  person,  the  grand 
jury  incisively  observed :  “These  crimes  would  never  have 
been  committed  if  he  had  been  as  continuously  engaged 
in  serving  his  congregation  as  he  had  been  in  serving  bru¬ 
tal  floggings  to  defenseless  women  and  in  attempting  to 
regulate  Negro  morality  from  behind  a  mask.” 

What  a  justly  scathing  rebuke  for  that  minister  or 
any  minister  anywhere,  who  forms  wicked  alliances  with 
those  anti-social  forces  in  the  community  “in  bigoted  dis¬ 
regard  of  the  courts,”  regularly  constituted  instruments 
set  up  by  the  people  for  insuring  community  safety.  It 
is  gross  irony  of  his  profession  for  the  preacher  of  Jesus 


Christ  to  join  the  mob  with  sword  and  torch  in  disregard 
of  civil  authority.  Imaging  Jesus  countenancing  this 
preacher’s  tactics  or  even  His  ideals.  No  true  minister  of 
Jesus  Christ  will  wield  carnal  weapons  in  the  dark  or  be¬ 
come  a  conspirator  with  those  persons  who  do  so.  The  one 
disgrace  of  the  present  ministry  is  that  in  its  thinking  and 
conduct  it  has  struck  the  lower  levels  of  life,  below  those 
where  high-souled  laymen  live  and  expect  them  to  live. 
These  are  dabblers  into  everybody’s  else  business  and  co¬ 
partners  in  everything  except  that  “one  thing”  which, 
presumably,  they  are  called  to  do.  Not  all  of  the  Klan’s 
Clandestine  Clerical  Cudgelers  of  defenseless  men  and 
women,  white  and  black,  are  to  be  found  in  Alabama. 
They  are  dispersed  throughout  the  nation.  By  some 
process  they  should  be  discovered  and  their  unholy  al¬ 
liances  exposed  to  Christian  public  opinion.  How  any 
of  these  could  conceive  the  idea  they  could  be  fit  “to  regu¬ 
late  Negro  morality  from  behind  a  mask,”  or  otherwise, 
if  one  of  the  modem  mysteries  of  the  social  order.  There 
is  no  such  thing  as  color  morality.  Morality  is  not  a 
thing  of  color  or  compartments.  Some  folks  who  are 
colored,  have  it,  or  react  to  social  stimuli  in  such  a  way 
as  that  it  may  be  predicated  of  them ;  so  have  some  white 
folks.  Some  white  folks,  according  to  the  daily  press  and, 
according  to  what  tens  of  thousands  of  Negretes  know, 
need  their  “morality”  regulated ;  not,  however,  by  the  clan¬ 
destine  clerical  censor,  but  by  the  power  of  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ;  so,  also,  do  some  Negroes  stand  in  need  of 
having  their  morality  regulated;  not,  however,  by  such 
preachers  as  belong  to  the  night-riding  prophets,  whether 
the  attempt  at  regulation  were  made  at  the  head  of  a  mob 
or  from  the  most  fashionable  pulpit  in  the  land.  The  Negro 
American  will  take  no  spiritual  or  moral  advices  from  the 
night-riding  preacher,  neither  will  he  have  respect  for  any 
of  his  standards  of  ethics.  Such  a  one  is  a  dangerous 
social  and  religious  misfit  in  the  eyes  of  the  Negro  Amer¬ 
ican,  saint  and  sinner.  The  ministry  should  ascend  to 
normal  levels  with  their  Lord. 


Sixty-Ninth  Session  of  North  Carolina 

Conference 

IT  IS  doubtful  whether  the  North  Carolina  Confer-  From  Wednesday  morning,  at  9  o’clock,  at  which  time 
ence  ever  met  under  such  auspicious  circumstances  we  listened  to  addresses  of  welcome  by  the  mayor  of 
as  at  its  sixty-ninth  session,  held  at  St.  Matthew’s  Greensboro,  the  president  of  the  Ministers’  Union,  and 
Church,  Greensboro,  N.  C.,  October  26-30,  1927.  a  prominent  layman  of  the  local  church,  until  Sunday 

A  happy  coincidence  of  events  converged  to  make  the  night,  when  the  appointments  were  read,  throughout  every 
Conference  unique.  Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones,  who  pre-  day,  and  every  session  there  were  enough  thrills  and 
sided  at  the  session,  is  a  native  of  Greensboro,  his  par-  happy  surprises  in  form  of  reports,  addresses,  singing, 
ents  having  lived  and  died  there.  He  was  for  a  long  time  and  spiritual  contacts  to  keep  the  tension  high, 
a  member  of  St.  Matthew’s  Church,  which  entertained  the  On  the  first  moi^iing  the  usual  organization  was  had. 
Conference.  His  brother,  David  D.  Jones,  is  the  re-  with  S.  A.  Peeler  elected  secretary;  R.  W.  Winchester, 
cently  elected  president  of  Bennett  College  for  Women,  treasurer;  P.  I.  Wells,  statistician,  and  G.  Haven  Cald- 
and  his  own  brethren,  members  of  his  own  Conference,  well,  press  reporter. 

received  at  his  hands  their  appointments.  The  high  point  in  the  opening  session  was  the  admin- 
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istering  of  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  The 
dominant  note  in  Bishop  Jones’  Conferences  is  the  spirit¬ 
ual  note,  and  he  stressed  the  holy  communion  with  that 
in  view.  In  the  service  one  is  especially  impressed  with 
the  controlling  influence  of  the  Christ  whose  agony  we 
memorialize,  and  with  a  sacred  responsibility  his  min¬ 
isters  take  in  accepting  his  leadership. 

Noticeable  in  the  reports  of  the  district  superintend¬ 
ents  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  is  the  fact  that 
all  four  are  college  and  seminary  men.  That  at  once  gives 
to  the  Conference  a  trained  leadership,  both  in  adminis¬ 
tration  and  in  preaching  power.  The  Conference  boasts 
the  exception  of  an  unusual  number  of  trained  men  in  its 
membership  representing  the  best  colleges  and  universi¬ 
ties  and  theological  schools  of  the  country.  Syracuse, 
Northwestern,  Boston,  Howard,  Clark,  Gammon,  Drew, 
Union,  and  others  are  represented  in  the  membership  of 
the  Conference. 

Business  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  is  expe¬ 
dited  in  a  most  prompt  and  efficient  way..  In  statistical 
reports,  in  the  handling  of  Disciplinary  questions,  in  the 
election  of  delegates,  in  the  open  discussions  on  the  floor, 
as  well  as  in  all  other  matters  of  business  arising  during 
the  sessions,  the  Conference  makes  an  impression  avowedly 
favorable  upon  visitors,  regardless  as  to  what  Conference 
they  themselves  may  be  attached. 

That  the  Conference  is  gaining  in  public  favor 
throughout  its  bounds  is  evidenced  by  the  constant  stream 
of  ordained  men  coming  from  other  communions  seeking 
recognition,  and  by  the  numbers  of  younger  men  who  are 
ever  applying  for  entrance,  as  well  as  by  the  ever-increas¬ 
ing  attendance  of  laymen  and  friends  coming  by  every 
means  of  conveyance,  both  public  and  private,  to  be 
benefited  by  the  anniversaries  and  addresses  by  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  our  branch  of  Methodism. 

Drs.  Kohlstedt  and  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  of  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension;  F.  I.  Johnson, 
of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions;  R.  J.  Wade,  of  the 
World  Service  Commission;  F.  C.  Geddis,  of  the  Board  of 
Pensions  and  Relief ;  M.  J.  Holmes,  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation;  R.  N.  Brooks,  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary; 
N.  E.  Davis,  of  the  Board  of  Hospitals,  Homes,  and  Dea¬ 
conesses,  each  presented  the  work  of  his  board  in  a  mas¬ 
terful  way.  The  casual  visitor  or  layman  listening  to 
any  one  of  these  addresses  would  be  made  to  feel  that 
every  other  interest  in  the  church  has  been  merged  into 
the  work  of  the  one  board  being  presented. 

In  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  General  Conference 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  departed  from  an  estab¬ 
lished  custom  of  sending  one  minister  and  one  district 
superintendent.  The  Conference  is  no  longer  repre¬ 
sented  by  blocs — the  cabinet  as  a  bloc,  and  the  men  in 
the  trenches  as  a  bloc — but  by  efficient  and  aggressive 
leadership.  By  its  vote  the  Conference  showed  its  failure 
to  see  any  good  purpose  served  by  a  partisan  representa¬ 
tion.  No  longer  can  an  office  or  a  condition  be  success¬ 
fully  assigned  as  a  reason  for  election.  Manhood  and 
efficiency  must  be  uppermost.  The  delegates  elected  to 
the  General  Conference  are  as  follows :  Ministerial — R.  G. 
Morris,  in  detached  service  with  the  Board  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  and  Church  Extension;  and  R.  W.  Winchester,  a 
pastor.  Laymen — C.  T.  Woodland,  business  man;  and 
Jas.  A.  McRae,  educator. 

The  Saturday  sessions,  morning,  afternoon,  and 
early  evening,  were  held  in  the  Carrie  Barge  Chapel 


and  on  the  grounds  of  the  newly  organized  Bennett  Col-, 
lege  for  Women.  David  Dallas  Jones,  president  of  the* 
college,  together  with  his  faculty,  were  most  happy  in 
their  reception  and  welcome  tendered  the  Conference. 
Participating  in  the  platform  meeting  of  the  morning 
were  Bishop  Wilbur  P.  Thirkield;  President  Florence 
Reed,  of  Spellman  College;  Miss  Irene  Thomas,  field  sec¬ 
retary  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society ;  R. 
T.  Weatherby,  the  host  of  the  Conference;  H.  L.  Ashe 
and  G.  H.  Caldwell,  representing  the  Conference  in  reso¬ 
lutions  of  confidence;  Charles  H.  Ireland,  treasurer  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  Bennett  College  for  Women;  and 
Bishop  R.  E.  Jones,  presiding. 

That  the  Conference  is  squarely  behind  this  newest 
venture  in  education  passed  any  stage  of  doubt  when  in 
fifteen  minutes  there  were  raised  and  reported  $1,67.5 
for  improvement  and  additional  equipment.  At  the  last 
Annual  Conference  Dr.  W.  H.  Bruce,  a  layman  of  Wins¬ 
ton-Salem,  had  pledged  $500  conditional  upon  the  Con¬ 
ference’s  raising  ,$4,500.  Previously,  $3,334  had  been 
turned  over  to  the  college  on  this  fund.  With  rejoic¬ 
ing  the  Conference  received,  as  reported  by  the  secretary, 
a  total  raised  of  $5,409. 

Bennett  College  for  Women,  led  on  by  its  indomitable 
and  vigilant  president,  is  back  of  every  interest  of  our 
Methodism.  And  their  every  fiber  of  energy  and  every 
ounce  of  support  needful  to  make  Bennett  College  for 
Women  a  bigger,  better  Bennett ;  is  assured  the  adminis¬ 
tration  and  the  joint  boards  of  the  church  by  the  min¬ 
isters  and  laity  of  the  militant  and  aggressive  Meth¬ 
odism  within  the  bounds  of  the  North  Carolina  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  Sunday  morning  sermon  by  Bishop  Jones  was 
an  outlined  method  by  which  “We  might  take  the  world 
for  Christ  and  win  the  day.”  The  peppy  slogan  on  thel 
football  stadium,  “Every  Man  Get  a  Man,”  was 
revamped  into  a  classic  and  spiritual  shibboleth,  and 
men  who  perhaps  had  never  before  put  forth  an  effort, 
went  out  into  the  mass  of  sinning  and  sinful  humanity 
to  bring  one  other  man  to  Christ. 

The  appointments  read  at  the  close  of  the  Sunday 
evening  service  are  as  follows : 


(Names  in  parentheses  indicate  supply) 
GREENSBORO  DISTRICT 
Dr.  j.  P.  Morris,  District  Superintendent 

Brown  Summitt,  W.  R.  Zeigier.  Caswell,  to  be  supplied.  Em¬ 
pire,  C.  G.  Bynum.  Greensboro:  East,  P.  F.  Johnson;  High  Street, 
N.  M.  Black;  Northeast,  E.  I.  S.  Swann;  St.  Matthew,  R.  T. 
Weatherby;  South,  A.  S.  McGowan;  Northwest,  N.  S.  T,  Sham- 
borguer;  Southeast,  (A.  S.  Green).  Guilford,  R.  D.  Bethea.  Hen¬ 
derson,  W.  J.  Smith.  Leaksville,  P.  I.  Wells.  Newport  News, 
Va.,  H.  C.  Gannaway.  Norfolk,  Va.,  A.  M.  Erwin.  Oxford  and 
Bidlock,  J.  W.  Hall.  Pleasant  Ridge,  Va.,  B.  C.  LittlejoKh.  Ram- 
suer,  B.  F.  Gleaves.  Reidsville,  J.  E.  Brower.  West  Raleigh,  S. 
A.  Peeler. 

WESTERN  DISTRICT 
Dr.  N.  j.  Pass,  District  Superintendent 

Asheville,  G.  H.  Ctildwell.  Bessemer  City,  D.  H.  Kearse.  Boone, 
S.  E.  Dunham.  Catawba,  E.  M.  McLeod.  Cherryville  and  L’Bethel, 
A.  M.  Robinson.  Forest  City,  J.  B.  Meekins.  Franklin,  Robert 
MeRae.  Gastonia,  C.  T.  Foley.  Hickory,  W.  T.  Lomax.  Lawn¬ 
dale  and  Brooks,  B.  L.  Burge.  Lenoir,  R.  B.  Rhyne.  Lenoir  Ct., 
A.  D.  McDonald.  Lowesville  and  Ebeneeer,  J.  J.  Blanton.  Lin- 
colnton  and  Mt.  Holley,  C.  E.  Howard.  McPeler  and  St.  James, 
Robert  Smith.  Marion,  J.  W.  Sbuford.  Mooresville  and  MayHew, 
G.  W.  Patterson.  Mt.  Morn  and  Cornelius,  J.  C.  Addie.  Newton 
and  Conover,  J.  R.  Dillard.  Old  Fort,  A.  E.  Robinson.  Shelby 
and  King’s  Mountain,  Marshall  McCallum.  Sherrills  Ford  and  Den¬ 
ver,  W.  M.  Chavis.  Statesville  and  Philadelphia,  G.  W.  Brower. 
Union  Mills  and  Brackettown,  (J.  B.  Meeks).  West  Asheville,  J- 
M.  Harris. 

(Concluded  on  page  931) 
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Contributed  Editorial 


I 


Jimmie,  Mary,  and  the  Sunday  School 

JIMMIE  and  his  sister,  Mary,  seem  to  be  attending 
Sunday  school  less  and  less,  if  statistics  for  the  last 
four  years  can  be  depended  upon.  In  1923  the  at¬ 
tendance  in  Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday  schools  was 
2,127,970;  in  1924  it  was  2,120,078;  in  1925  it  was 
2,160,844 ;  and  in  1926  it  was  2,125,386 ;  a  drop  of 
54,834  in  attendance  for  the  past  four  years.  Recorded 
enrollments  for  the  same  period  dropped  206,390  in  the 
same  number  of  years.  During  the  same  period,  the  pop¬ 
ulation  of  the  United  States  increased  7,243,000. 

Better  system  in  keeping  records,  several  changes  in 
areas,  larger  sales  of  Sunday-school  publications  and 
some  other  factors  may  account  for  some  of  the  losses. 
But  even  in  the  face  of  these  considerations  the  facts  are 
worthy  of  serious  consideration  and  constitute  a  challenge 
to  vigorous  and  constructive  efforts  to  interest  Jimmie 
and  Mary  in  our  Methodist  Sunday  schools. 

Jimmie  and  his  sister,  Mary,  are  failing  to  attend  our 
Sunday  schools.  Is  it  because  they  are  not  interested  in 
what  goes  on  in  the  Sunday  school?  Or,  because  no  one 
has  so  invited  them  as  to  create  a  desire  to  attend?  Even 
though  attendance  had  not  decreased,  we  face  the  fact 
that  millions  of  our  boys  and  girls  are  not  connected  with 
any  Sunday  school.  Spiritual  illiteracy  is  a  menace  to 
the  State  as  we'll  as  an  opportunity  for  the  Church. 
Without  moral  and  religious  education  for  its  citizenship 
the  State  can  scarcely  rise  to  its  highest  function  nor 
guarantee  permanently  prosperity  and  happiness  to  its 
people. 

Are  Jimmie  and  Mary  not  attending  because  they  are 
not  interested  in  what  goes  on  in  the  Sunday  school?  Is 
the  Sunday-school  meeting  the  crying  need  of  their  experi¬ 
ence  for  an  interpretation  of  a  God  whom  they  can  feel 
and  understand — an  interpretation  that  grows  out  of 
their  experience?  Is  the  Church  providing  Jimmy  with 
an  experience  of  worship  that  satisfies  him  deeply  l^cause 
it  meets  his  need?  An  increasing  number  of  Sunday 
schools  are  meeting  the  problem.  May  not  all  Methodist 
churches  do  so? 

Surely  it  is  possible  to  develop  a  religious  educational 
program  that  is  colorful,  attractive,  dynamic,  satisfying 
in  the  experience  of  the  boy  and  girl !  If  Jimmie  and  his 
sister,  Mary,  are  staying  away  from  Sunday  school  be¬ 
cause  of  an  untrained  teaching  force,  meager  program, 
lack  of  equipment,  in  what  way  is  the  Church  to  answer? 
Dare  the  Methodist  Church  fail  its  boys  and  girls? 

Jimmie  and  Mary  are  coming  to  Sunday  school  less  and 
less.  Perhaps  no  one  has  been  to  their  home  to  ask  them 
to  attend.  Jimmie  might  come  if  he  knew  he  is  really 
wanted.  A  friendly  invitation  will  bring  his  sister,  Mary, 
too.  It  is  serious  to  even  consider  the  possibility  of  the 
Church  failing  to  provide  an  adequate  program  of  re¬ 
ligious  education;  it  is  tragic  to  consider  the  possibility 
of  the  loss  of  thousands  through  the  absence  of  any  or¬ 
ganized  procedure  by  which  we  shall  invite  every  non¬ 
attending  boy  and  girl  to  become  a  member  and  regularly 
attend  the  Sunday  school. 

Every  local  church  and  Sunday  school  undoubtedly 
will  feel  the  challenge  of  the  general  decline  in  enrollment 
and  attendance.  The  possibility  of  meeting  the  situation 
the  need  for  a  definite  procedure  in  which  local 
churches  may  seek  to  bring  thousands  of  people  of  all 
ages  into  the  work  of  the  Sunday  schools  in  the  early  part 


of  next  year.  The  contemplation  of  the  results  of  add¬ 
ing  an  average  of  even  five  persons  to  the  attendance  of 
each  of  our  twenty-five  thousand  Sunday  schools  in  the 
United  States  this  year  exerts  a  strong  stimulus  to  try  to 
do  so.  For  this  would  mean  a  net  gain  of  125,000  pupils. 
An  average  of  ten  pupils  per  Sunday  school  would  mean 
the  addition  of  a  quarter  of  a  million.  Is  this  too  much 
to  expect?  Have  we  faith  and  energy  in  Methodism 
sufficient  for  the  task? 

The  Department  of  Church  Schools  thinks  there  are 
both  faith  and  energy  in  Methodism  sufficient  to  solve  this 
problem  of  Jimmie’s  absence  from  the  Methodist  Sunday 
school.  It  is  recommending  that  the  Week  of  Januaey 
22-29  Be  Set  Apart  As  Sunday  School  Enrollment 
AND  Attendance  Week.  Aids  and  suggestions  that  may 
be  used  by  the  local  churches  in  seeking  to  increase  their 
enrollment  and  attendance  are  being  prepared. 

Charles  F.  Boss,  Jr., 

Department  of  Church  Schools,  Board  of  Education. 

“As  Long  As  It  Deserves  to  Live” 

R.  WILLIAM  F.  CONNER,  chairman  of  the  Book 
Committee,  in  his  thoughtful  address  at  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  the  new  printing  plant  of  The  Methodist 
Book  Concern  at  Dobbs  Fprry,  N.  Y.,  used  some  phrases 
and  sentences  that  deserve  deep  pondering  from  every¬ 
one  interested  in  the  future  of  Methodism.  Doctor  Con¬ 
ner’s  address  was  in  the  form  of  a  message  to  those  who 
shall  be  the  publishing  interests  of  Methodism  a  century 
hence  in  2026. 

In  one  passage  he  emphasizes  what  may  be  called  the 
characteristic  Methodist  practice  of  “probation.”  He 
said:  “Methodism  will  live  and  grow  just  so  long  as  it 
deserves  to  live  and  grow.  And  that  means  so  long  as  it 
is  able  to  adapt  itself  to  a  changing  environment.  And 
that  means  so  long  as  it  proves  to  be  a  proclaimer  of  the 
essential  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  and  be  of  real  service 
to  a  needy  world.” 

“As  long  as  it  deserves  to  live  and  grow” — arresting 
words,  these.  They  express  the  fact  that  any  church 
exists  on  “probation.”  It  must  win  in  each  new  age  its 
right  to  live  by  the  manner  in  which  it  serves  its  age. 
This  is  a  needed  corrective,  with  sound  Scriptural  basis, 
to  the  habit  of  regarding  a  church  as  though  it  exists 
by  divine  right  regardless  of  present  service. 

There  have  been  many  discussions  of  Methodism  which 
were  not  informed  by  this  Scriptural  condition  empha¬ 
sized  by  Doctor  Conner.  Methodism  will  live  in  the  future 
not  because  it  has  lived  in  the  past,  not  because  it  is  big, 
but  only  if  it  has  the  vision  and  courage  to  adapt  itself  to 
the  new  needs  and  conditions  of  the  days  that  are  to  come. 
Doctor  Conner  has  seized  on  one  of  the  essential  features 
of  the  genius  of  Methodism — its  power  of  adaptation 
which  it  has  revealed  again  and  again.  This  is  all  the 
more  worth  recalling  because  there  are  those  who  loudly 
but  mistakenly  interpret  Methodism  as  though  it  were  a 
static,  petrified  thing,  as  though  it  were  a  collection  of 
rules  as  rigid  as  though  they  were  set  in  concrete.  “Old- 
time  Methodism”  was  not  that  sort  of  thing  at  all.  It 
preserved  itself  so  free  from  the  shackles  of  form  and 
tradition  that  it  could  snap  them  completely  when  the 
call  came  to  move  out  on  new  trails  and  pathways  to  a 
world  of  need !  L. 
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What  the  Movies  Are  Doing  to  America 

The  Intellectual  Dangers  of  the  Moving  Picture 

By  Professor  Earl  Barnes 
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joice.  The  new  crea-  EwmtOaUoway  ^  MODERN  TEMPLE 

tion  is  greeted  like  a  yen  million  people  in  the  United  States  alone  visit  its  more  than  15,000 

celestial  visitor,  but  movie  theatres  daily.  We  have  invested  over  a  billion  and  a  half  dollars  in 

no  one  knows  whether  »<«  services,  and  we  pay  ^SjOOOftOO  every  day  to  visit  its  shrines. 


crowd  on  each  other’s 
heels. 

Fifteen  Thousand 
Moving  Picture 
Theaters 

The  movie  is  one 
of  the  most  striking 
of  these  modem  inven¬ 
tions.  It  came  to  us 
about  twenty-five 
years  ago,  and  now 
some  10,000,000  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  United 
States  alone  visit  its 
more  than  15,000 
movie  theaters  daily. 
We  have  invested  over 
$1,500,000,000  in  its 
service,  and  we  pay 
about  $3,000,000 
daily  to  visit  its 
shrines.  Its  sponsors 
see  in  it  one  of  the 
greatest  of  the  arts, 
capable  of  almost  in¬ 
definite  refinement  and 
development.  Many 
thoughtful  people  con¬ 
sider  it  a  means  of  in¬ 
struction  which  will 
greatly  supplement 
books  and  periodicals 
for  the  general  public 
and  textbooks  and 
demonstrations 
in  schools.  Even  those 
who  do  not  care  for 
the  movies  are  gener¬ 
ally  inclined  to  con¬ 
sider  them  a  harmless 


it  will  prove  a  devil. 

We  see  this  process  of  change,  due  to  new  inventions, 
magnified  when  a  primitive  folk  like  Hawaiians  or  the 
Fijis  come  suddenly  in  contact  with  gunpowder,  clothes, 
and  whisky.  The  natives  die  like  flies  and  their  descend¬ 
ants  are  pitiful.  With  highly  civilized  people  the  changes 


waste  of  money  and 
time,  at  least  when  they  avoid  obscenity  and  crime.  In 
this  study  we  are  not  concerned  with  the  effect  of  pictures 
displaying  obscenities  and  crime  or  irreligion  or  undesir¬ 
able  political  ideas.  With  experience  we  can  certainly 
learn  how  to  handle  these  problems. 


are  slower,  and,  since  the  people  are  better  trained  in  se¬ 
lection,  they  receive  such  new  visitors  as  cocaine  and 
poison  gas  with  suspicion  and  seek  to  minimize  the  pos¬ 
sible  evils  they  may  work. 

Yet  when  the  evils  are  not  obvious  and  immediate, 
we  are  prone  to  welcome  the  new  invention  in  the  same 
spirit  extended  by  the  Hawaiians  to  firewater  and  clothes. 
In  this  first  quarter  of  the  twentieth  century  these 
new  guests  have  come  in  a  swarm.  Telephones,  automo¬ 
biles,  flying  machines,  radio,  movies.  Communism,  Fas¬ 
cism,  poison  gases,  hydro-electric  power,  and  television 


The  movies,  while  they  appeal  to  all  ages,  are  espe¬ 
cially  attractive  to  childhood  and  youth.  Clarence 
Arthur  Perry,  in  his  study  on  “The  Attitude  of  High- 
Sehool  Students  Toward  Motion  Pictures,”  examined 
37,505  boys  and  girls  of  high-school  age,  well  distributed 
in  cities  of  varying  size  and  in  countrysides  from  Maine 
to  California.  He  found  that  in  four  weeks  following 
Easter,  one  sixth  of  these  young  people  did  not  go  to 
the  movies  at  all.  Five  sixths  of  the  children  went  more 
than  once  a  week;  fifty-seven  per  cent  of  the  boys  and 
fifty-four  per  cent  of  the  girls  went  more  than  twice  a 
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week,  while  six 
per  cent  of  the 
boys  and  three 
and  a  half  per 
cent  of  the  girls 
went  more  than 
three  times  a 
week.  It  is  an 
interesting  fact 
that  as  we  go  up 
in  the  grades  of 
the  high  school 
the  attendance  on 
movies  becomes 
steadily  less. 

Children’s  At¬ 
tendance  at 
the  Films 

In  another 
study  made  by 

Mrs.  Estella  L.  Moulton,  of  the  Parent-Teachers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  Chicago,  she  found  that  of  8,000  children 
drawn  from  six  of  the  city’s  high  schools,  eighty-seven 
per  cent  attended  the  movies  from  one  to  seven  times  a 
week.  She  also  found  that  the  275  pupils  with  the  highest 
school  records  used  393  movie  tickets  a  week,  while  the 
276  pupils  with  the  lowest  records  used  603  tickets  a 
week. 

A  recent  English  writer  on  “The  Cinema  in  Educa¬ 
tion”  says  that  in  the  British  Isles  during  a  recent  year 
there  were  no  fewer  than  1,075,876,000  attendances  at 


Ewing  Oallouay 


FILMING  “THE  COVERED  WAGON" 
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tion.  It  simply 
strengthens  and 
embroiders  the 
emotions  awak¬ 
ened  by  the  pic¬ 
tures. 

Most  people 
imagine  that 
sight  gives  us  di¬ 
rectly  the  size, 
distance,  and  re¬ 
lations  of  ob¬ 
jects,  with  quali¬ 
ties  such  as  hard 
or  soft,  tough  or 
brittle,  live  or 
dead,  rough  or 
smooth.  The 
fact  is  that  sight 
gives*  us  immedi¬ 
ately  only  color 

and  light  with,  possibly,  some  slight  special  feeling  within 
the  field  of  the  retina.  If  a  child  had  no  sensations  except 
those  of  sight,  a  custard  pie  would  be  as  hard  to  him  as 
a  piece  of  pig  iron ;  sandpaper  would  be  as  smooth  as  silk ; 
his  nose  would  be' as  far  away  from  him  as  the  sun.  If 
sight  gave  us  immediate  knowledge,  the  earth  would  not 
look  to  us  like  a  fiat  plain;  the  sky  would  not  seem  to  be 
a  solid  dome,  and  the  sun  would  appear  more  than  twelve 
inches  in  diameter. 

Sight  cannot  tell  us  whether  a  mountain  is  ten  feet 
high  or  ten  thousand  feet  high.  We  must  interpret  the 


picture  shows.  On  the  basis  of  these  figures  the  entire<<?*^oloT'  and  light  ds^gne-^hqi^h  experience  gained  from 


population  of  the  United  Kingdom  goes  once  a  fortnight 
to  the  pictures.  In  thickly  populated  areas,  he  says, 
about  ninety  per  cent  of  the  elementary  school  popula¬ 
tion  attends  the  picture  theaters. 

Those  who  favor  the  movies  are  constantly  insisting 
that  they  enable  one  to  gather  knowledge  of  contemporary 
history,  geography,  natural  history,  industrial  processes, 
and  general  literature  quickly  and  without  effort.  “Vis¬ 
ual  education”  is  a  phrase  to  conjure  with.  Mr.  Edison 
and  others  have  spent  large  sums  in  experimenting  with 
educational  films;  at  Yale  University  an  elaborate  series 
of  historical  pictures  have  been  produced ;  most  new  high- 
school  buildings  are  fitted  with  moving  picture  appliances, 
and  the  subject  is  constantly  discussed  by  educational 
people.  The  time  has  come  to  inquire:  How  do  the  movies 
actually  affect  the  minds  of  their  followers What  are 
the  mental  characteristics  of  the  well-developed  movie  fan? 


How  Do  Movies  AflFect  Their 
Followers? 

In  the  first  place,  the  movie 
appeals  only  to  the  sense  of  sight. 
This  is  a  valuable  sense,  but  far 
less  important  in  getting  knowl¬ 
edge  than  it  is  usually  thought 
to  be.  Without  either  sight  or 
hearing,  Helen  Keller  has  lived  a 
large  and  generous  life,  graduated 
from  one  of  our  best  colleges, 
and  written  excellent  books  on  ab¬ 
stract  subjects.  It  is  true  that 
movies  are  generally  accompanied^ 
by  music,  but  it  gives  no  informa- 


For  educating  youth  nothing  can  take  the 
place  of  all-around  sensuous  contact  with 
reality.  When  a  boy  goes  to  the  play¬ 
ground,  the  work  shop,  or  out  with  the  Boy 
Scouts,  he  gains  material  to  think  with, 
and  he  does  some  thinking.  When  the  same 
boy  goes  to  the  ordinary  movies  he  may  try 
to  think,  but  he  lacks  the  sensuous  experi¬ 
ence  to~think  with;  his  ideas  cannot  pass 
into  action;  he  becomes  habituated  to  frag¬ 
ments;  he  becomes  lazy-minded  and  sub¬ 
stitutes  feeling  for  thin^ng.  He'  is  on  the 
way  to  becoming  a  movie  fan,  lazy-minded, 
fragmentary,  emotional — a  thrill  hunter. — 
Earl  Barnes. 


other  senses.  Movies  give  us  only  these  sight  signs.  With 
a  castle  in  the  background,  a  cardboard  wall  two  feet  high 
may  be  photographed  to  look  like  a  solid  wall  twenty  feet 
high  in  front  of  the  castle.  In  “The  Lost  World”  the 
antediluvian  monsters  were  mannikins  only  twenty  inches 
high. 

f 

The  “Moyie  Fan”  Becomes  Lazy-Minded 

In  the  second  place,  the  spectator  in  a  movie  can  do 
little  in  response  to  the  ideas  and  emotions  awakened  in 
his  mind.  These  always  tend  to  pass  over  into  action. 
This  is  their  purpose,  and  the  mind  becomes  cultivated 
as  it  gives  expression  to  the  ideas  it  receives.  It  is  true 
that  some  memories  will  linger  and  result  in  future  ac¬ 
tion.  Movie  fans  will  develop  the  Mary  Pickford  rose¬ 
bud  mouth,  the  Valentino  oily  black  pompadour  and  the 
ankle  bracelet.  Charlie  Chaplin,  with  his  bowler  hat,  his 

little  mustache,  his  limber  walk- 
ing  stick,  his  baggy  trousers,  and 
his  flapping  shoes  will  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  typical  American  all 
over  the  world.  But  in  a  fixed 
seat,  and  in  the  darkened  interior 
of  a  movie  house,  one  is  thrilled 
to  action  a  thousand  times  and 
does  nothing.  He  becomes  accus¬ 
tomed  to  receiving  and  not  giving ; 
he  lives  vicariously  and  action  be¬ 
comes  difficult.  The  fan  can 
hardly  escape  becoming  lazy- 
minded. 

But  why  am  I  charging  this 
failure  to  see  to  the  movies  ?  Be- 
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cause  they  make  people  be¬ 
lieve  that  by  sitting  in  front 
of  shifting  lights  and  shad¬ 
ows  they  are  gaining  intel¬ 
ligence  without  effort.  The 
fact  is  that  seeing  a  movie 
film  is  seeing  at  second  hand, 
with  color  generally  omitted, 
and  so  it  makes  only  part  of 
the  appeal,  even  to  the  eye, 
which  reality  makes.  In  a 
movie  one  sees  only  what  his 
nervous  system  has  already 
been  trained  to  see.  In  mus¬ 
cular  and  tactile  contact  in 
realities  one  is  always  gain¬ 
ing  some  new  knowledge,  and 
is  also  perfecting  his  ability 
to  interpret  the  world  through  sights  and  sounds. 

Through  mergers  and  agreements,  and  the  ownership 
of  theaters,  the  business  has  become  highly  centralized, 
and  it  can  dictate  to  nearly  all  the  exhibitors  what  kinds 
of  pictures  they  shaH  show.  But  even  were  it  a  monopoly, 
the  immense  overhead  expenses  involved  in  an  investment 
of  a  billion  and  a  half  of  dollars  must  be  met  day  by  day. 
An  army  of  employees,  some  drawing  fantastic  salaries, 
must  be  paid;  the  15,000  movie  theaters  must  be  built  and 
maintained;  over  700  new  films  must  be  produced  annu¬ 
ally,  all  expensive  and  some  costing  as  much  as  a  million 
dollars  apiece. 

On  the  Child’s  Level 

To  meet  these  enormoua  expenses,  the  seats  must  be 
filled,  and  about  $3,000,000  must  be  brought  into  the  box 
office  at  an  average  of  about  thirty  cents  a  person.  To 
gather  this  mob  day  after  day,  even  with  oUr  population 
of  nearly  120,000,000,  something  more  than  a  monopoly 
of  production  and  sales  would  be  necessary.  Men  and 
women,  young  and  old,  highbrows  and  lowbrows,  geniuses 
and  morons,  must  all  be  enticed  into  the  movie  house. 
Every  film  must  contain  something  for  everyone.  ,  But 
if  a  child  and  an  adult  are  to  get  together  intellectually, 
it  must  be  on  the  child’s  plane.  If  a  moron  and  an  intel- 
lectualist  are  to  be  drawn  into  a  theater  together,  the 
program  must  abound  with  moron  appeals. 

But  the  movie  must  go  much  further  than  this  in  its 
appeal  for  an  audience.  Outside  the  United  States  there 
are  nearly  as  many  movie  playhouses  as  there  are  here — 
about  16,000  scattered  in  all  parts  of  the  world.'  The 
American  producers  have  captured  this  market,  until  we 
furnish  eighty-five  per  cent  of  the  films  shown  abroad, 
and  we  send  them  everywhere.  In  the  first  nine  months 
of  1924,  according  to  our  Government  statistics,  we  ex¬ 
ported  $6,545,000  worth  of  motion  picture  films,  174,- 
000,000  feet,  a  celluloid  ribbon  33,000  miles  long.  To 
support  our  home  market  and  hold  this  foreign  market, 
the  film  must  cater  not  only  to  our  own  children  and  to 
morons,  but  to  Malays,  Lapps,  and  Hottentots  as  well. 
This  need  for  attendance  destroys  the  possibility  of  in¬ 
telligent  construction  in  scenarios,  and  drives  the  pro¬ 
ducers  to  elemental  vaudeville,  plots  broken  up  to  intro¬ 
duce  stunts  and  funny  work  which  will  appeal  to  our  chil¬ 
dren  and  morons,  to  Turks,  Russians,  and  Malays.  . 

Since  it  is  so  difficult  to  furnish  intellectual  material 
which  will  appeal  to  enough  people  in  New  York,  Mada¬ 
gascar,  and  Patagonia  to  support  the  enormous  overhead 


expenses  of  the  business, 
producers  turn  naturally  to 
the  emotions.  Our  feelings 
are  more  primitive  and  more 
universal  than  our  thinking. 
A  banker  in  New  York,  a 
moron  from  a  feeble-minded 
home,  and  a  Chinese  coolie 
may  share  a  common  pity 
when  a  weeping  damsel  is  car¬ 
ried  off  by  a  roughneck  vil¬ 
lain.  Hence,  emotions  ap¬ 
pealing  to  sex,  avarice,  con¬ 
test,  home,  mother,  and  the 
flag  become  the  stock  in 
trade  of  the  scenario  writer. 
The  mind  becomes,,  too  lazy 
to  record  even  fragmentary 
and  uninterpreted  impressions  of  sight;  it  abdicates  and 
the  person  sits  in  thrills  to  broken  appeals  to  his  sensi¬ 
bilities. 

Advertisers  always  present  what  they  consider  the 
most  attractive  aspects  of  their  goods.  A  page  of  The 
Chicago  Tribune,  devoted  to  movie  advertisements,  fea¬ 
tures  :  “A  torrent  of  thrills” ;  “Come  on,  crash  the  movie 
studios  with  the  gang”;  “Inside  stuff  from  filmland”; 
“Sensational  Arctic  drama” ;  “Tum-tum  music  that  beats 
with  your  heart  beat,  entices  a  fast  pulse  that  keeps  your 
feet  tapping.”  No  matter  how  fast  this  sort  of  enter¬ 
tainment  starts,  the  lazy  nervous  system,  pulsing  and 
jumping  in  the  dark,  and  never  carrying  the  emotions 
into  action,  will  gradually  run  down  and  so  the  speed  must 
be  accelerated.  The  syncopation  required  for  such  a 
rapid  series  of  thrills  would  alone  destroy  the  hope  of 
doing  much  with  the  movies  as  a  training  for  the  intel¬ 
ligence. 

Of  course  I  have  given  but  one  side  of  the  case.  There 
are  certain  things  which  the  movies  can  do  better  than 
any  other  art.  They  can  take  the  imperfect  images  of 
our  imagination,  things  which  can  never  be  actually  ex¬ 
perienced,  and  they  can  give  them  a  new  intensity.  In 
“The  Thief  of  Bagdad,”  fairy  tales  become  visible  and 
take  on  a  new  charm.  Men  step  on  a  carpet,  one  makes 
a  wish,  and  you  see  them  flying  off  across  the  world,  over 
the  fields  and  the  towns.  The  hero,  pursued  by  the  law, 
reaches  the  city  wall;  he  uncoils  a  rope,  which  he  had 
worn  as  a  girdle,  tosses  one  end  into  the  air,  climbs  up 
the  rope  to  the  top  of  the  wall  and  escapes.  You  know 
that  the  things  did  not  really  happen — you  were  fooled 
by  the  photographs;  but  you  have  a  new  sense  of  fairy¬ 
land,  and  you  are  glad  to  be  deceived.  Movies  can  do 
best  what  the  dramatic  artist  cannot  do  at  all. 

As  a  means  of  conveying  new  knowledge,  movies  are 
inadequate.  Where  one  has  gained  knowledge  through 
varied  sensuous  experience  of  reality,  the  movie  can  aid 
the  imagination  by  gathering  together  and  expanding 
general  ideas.  It  can  also  serve  as  a  microscope  by  slow¬ 
ing  up  processes  like  a  diving  human  figure  or  a  running 
horse  in  ways  helpful  to  our  understanding. 

These  intellectual  weaknesses,  of  appealing  only  to 
sight  and  of  lacking  response  to  awakened  impulses  in¬ 
here  in  the  nature  of  this  invention.  Other  and  more 
easily  observed  weaknesses  are  now  inevitable  because  of 
the  commercial  conditions  in  the  movie  world.  It  was 
early  seized  upon  by  exploiters  who  have  developed  it 
along  the  lines  that  will  make  most  money. 
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Disturbing  the  Judicious 

In  Which  Suggestion  is  Made  That  We  Pray  for  Some  More  “Injudicious”  Preachers 

By  John  Leonard  Cole 

Pastor  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Saranac  Lake,  New  York 


I  '^HAT  preacher  will  drive  me  crazy,”  spoken  by 

I  a  layman  coming  out  of  church  on  Sunday  noon, 
was  not  meant  to  be  a  compliment. 

But  it  is  a  tribute  to  the  propulsive  force  of  the 
preacher’s  message  and  the  directness  of  his  aim,  if  he 
does  send  people  out  from  a  service  of  worship  feeling 
themselves  to  be  on  the  road  to  insanity,  equanimity  all 
upset,  long  established  conclusions  all  “shot,”  familiar 
cerebrations  and  neuronic  paths  in  the  brain  all  twisted 
up.  The  man  who  turns  away  from  a  preacher  with  a 
sense  of  having  been  in  the  presence  of  some  one  “pos¬ 
sessed,”  and  feeling  a  contagion  of  uneasiness  himself, 
is  all  unconsciously  revealing  the  fact  that  his  preacher 
is  in  the  succession  of  the  truest  prophets.  It  would 
not  be  putting  it  too  strongly  to  say  that  the  prime 
business  of  a  prophet-preacher  (perhaps  not  of  the 
priest-pastor)  is  to  “drive  men  crazy.” 

One  of  Paul’s  auditors  over  in  Caesarea  became  so 
sure  that  he  was  listening  to  a  mad  man  and  was  being 
upset  himself  by  the  disturbing  truth  of  the  enthusiast, 
that  he  broke  right  in  on  the  discourse  with,  “You  are 
raving,  Paul !”  He  tried  to  be  polite  and  ascribe  it  to 
Paul’s  “great  learning,”  but  the  short  and  ugly  words 
“mad,”  and  “rave,”  were  uttered,  and  showed  how  the 
^judicial  and  judicious  royal  listener  was  impressed  with 
^this  early  preacher  of  the  evangel.  Not  strange  at  all' 
that  he  should  so  impress  Festus  since  the  central  figure 
of  Paul’s  evangel,  the  very  heart  and  soul  of  his  Good 
News,  had,  Himself,  been  labeled  insane  by  the  level¬ 
headed  experts  up  from  Jenisalem,  officials  trained  in 
weighing  pro  and  con  niceties  of  the  law.  With  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  judiciary  even  his  own  relatives  agreed,  call¬ 
ing  him  “out  of  his  mind,”  as  they  listened  to  his  burn¬ 
ing  words  and  his  intense,  authoritative  manner  of 
speech. 

A  Use  for  “Fanatics” 

Laymen’s  committees  may  never  require  that  their 
minister  be  one  who  speaks  as  though  he  were  “beside 
himself”;  but,  fact  is,  they  would  be  more  apt  to  secure 
a  lineal  descendant  of  Amos  and  Hosea  and  Stephen  and 
Paul  if  they  put  that  among  their  requirements.  When 
Roland  Hill  preached,  they  called  him  a  “mad  man,” 
but  he  protested  with  “When  I  passed  yonder  gravel 
pit  and  saw  it  cave  in  and  bury  three  men  alive  and 
shouted  for  help  till  they  heard  me  in  the  town  nearly 
a  mile  away,  nobody  called  me  a  mad  man  then.  But 
when  I  see  destruction  about  to  fall  on  sinners  and  en¬ 
tomb  them  in  eternal  mass  of  woe,  and  cry  aloud — they 
say  I  am  beside  myself.  Perhaps  I  am ;  but  oh,  that  all 
God’s  children  might  thus  be  fired  to  save  their  fellows !” 

A  man  who  would  pray  in  agony,  “Give  me  Scotland 
or  I  die !”  might  be  regarded  by  very  dispassionate  “level” 
minds  as  in  the  cracked  brain  class.  But  Scotland,  in 
k  spite  of  all  its  stolidity,  yielded  to  the  “fervent,  effectual 
F  prayer  of”  this  righteous  man.  His  contemporaries  said 
so  often  about  Hosea  the  same  thing  that  the  disturbed 


pew  holder  in  the  American  church  said,  that  Hosea  cried 
in  fine  irony  to  his  critics,  “The  prophet  is  a  fool ;  the 
man  that  hath  the  Spirit  is  mad!”  “Fool,”  “mad” 
and  “wild”  and  “absurd”  are  words  that  any  earnest 
successor  to  the  prophets  will  be  accustomed  to  hear.  Of 
course,  those  preachers  whose  “religion  is  an  opiate,” 
whose  first  and  last  commandment  is,  “Do  not  upset  the 
apple  cart,”  will  never  hear  any  muttering  like  that. 
Rather,  they  will  hear  the  sisters  and  brothers  uttering 
inane  compliments  like  “how  sweet,”  “lovely,”  “just  what 
I  think,  too,”  when  he  is  done.  But  he  will  know,  “when 
all  men  praise  him,”  that  he  is  out  of  the  direct  line  of 
the  clear-seeing,  plain-speaking  evangelists  who  not  only 
ignore  the  equilibrium  of  the  apple  cart,  but  get  the 
reputation  of  “turning  the  world  upside  down.” 

“Single-Track  Minds”  Generate  Spiritual  Energy 

St.  Francis  of  Assisi  was  neurotic;  Joan  of  Arc  had 
hallucinations ;  St.  Augustine  would  probably  be  put  down 
by  neurologists  as  “unbalanced”;  and  what  a  “tempera¬ 
ment”  had  Bernard  and  Teresa!  But  when  one  reflects 
on  the  matter  a  little,  it  appears  that  most  of  the  per¬ 
manent  imprints  on  this  calm  and  conventional  cold  world 
have  been  put  there  by  people  who  were  “neurotic.”  They 
have  been  “possessed”  with  one  big  idea,  that  God  is  so 
good  and  so  wise  that  He  ought  to  be  loved  and  obeyed 
by  everybody.  “God-intoxicated”  themselves,  they  pray 
and  preach  so  fervently — monomaniacs  on  that  one  dom¬ 
inating  conviction — that  they  actually  drive  people  to 
drink ;  to  drink,  that  is,  of  the  same  “life-giving  stream” 
whereof  they  have  tasted  and  been  satisfied.  Men  with 
such  single-track  minds — so  “drunk  with  the  Spirit,”  are 
veritable  generators  of  spiritual  energy  that  lift  man¬ 
kind  up  out  of  the  fogs  of  doubt  and  the  miasma  of  sin 
into  the  sunshine  of  God’s  truth.  In  his  “Morbid  Fears 
and  Compulsions,”  Dr.  H.  W.  Frink  says:  “.  .  .  .  it 
is  the  neurotics  that  are  pioneers  in  most  reforms.  The 
very  normal  people  who  have  no  trouble  in  adjusting 
themselves  to  their  environment  are,  as  a  rule,  too  sleek 
in  their  contentment  to  fight  hard  for  any  radical  changes, 
or  even  to  take  much  interest  in  seeking  to  have  such 
changes  made.” 

These  unbalanced  folks  have  been  accused,  as  Soc¬ 
rates  was,  of  walking  around  with  their  heads  in  the 
clouds — “dreamers,”  “visionaries,”  and  so  on.  But,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  are  above  the  clouds ;  they  are  among 
the  stars,  where  they  get  a  good  light  and  a  cleai:  per¬ 
spective  upon  mundane  affairs  of  food  and  drink,  work 
and  wage.  From  his  lofty,  “insane”  elevation,  Paul, 
called  “mad,”  cried  down  with  renewed  earnestness  to  the 
“sane”  man,  Festus,  “Would  to  God  not  only  you,  but 
all  who  hear  me  to-day,  might  be  what  I  am — except 
these  bonds,”  > 

Perhaps  the  church  should  start  in  praying  God  to 
give  them  fanatics.  Certainly  the  gift  of  many  leaders, 
able  to  see  the  invisible,  pray  with  agony,  believe  intensely 
in  the  triumph  of  truth,  willing  to  stake  their  all  on  the 
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practicability  of  such  things  as  the  Golden  Rule,  non¬ 
retaliation,  love,  good  wiU,  and  praying  for  enemies,  would 
be  about  the  finest  gift  with  which  the  Spirit  could  dower 
the  churches.  In  the  day  when  religion  tends  to  be  com¬ 
plaisant  and  stereotyped,  when  the  church  inclines  to  de¬ 
pendence  upon  the  things  that  are  “seen”  (like  collec¬ 
tions  and  membership  records),  the  injection  of  a  good 
number  of  men  who  upset  the  tables  of  the  money  changers 
and  who  dream  dreams,  might  be  a  veritable  Godsend  to 
organized  religion. 

Religious  people  require  no  special  urging  to-day  to 
“do  all  things  decently  and  in  order”;  there  is  something 
of  an  overdose  of  placid  regularity,  and  a  lack  of  God- 
inspired  spontaneity  and  verve.  There  is  plenty  of  tend¬ 
ency  to  stand  pat,  to  respect  “the  ancient  landmarks,” 
and  too  little  launching  “out  into  the  deep.”  At  the  risk 
of  insurrection,  ecclesiastical  and  political,  a  few  sermons 
ought  to  be  preached  on  the  other  side  of  “the  powers  that 
be  are  ordained  of  God.”  Certainly  the  enterprise  of,  that 
eternally  youthful  Christ  is  not  to  be  advanced  by  men 
whose  one  soporific  theme  is  “things  as  are,  ought  to  be, 
forever  and  ever.  Amen.” 

Sir  Conan  Doyle  says  that  “The  church  dogmas  of 
to-day  need  pep,”  and  he  is  right.  But  that  the  needed 
“pep”  will  be  forthcoming  through  listening,  in  darkened 
rooms,  to  small  talk  from  the  spirits  of  the  departed,  is 
doubtful.  A  vital,  aggressive  religious  life  will  be  more 
likely  to  arise  from  a  strong,  radiant,  naked  faith  in  God, 
“an  assurance  of  things  hoped  for,  a  conviction  of  things 
not  seen,”  than  through  his  “attenuated  materialism,”  as 
Tom  Masson  calls  Doyle’s  spiritism. 

Dr.  Adolf  Lorenz,  orthopedic  surgeon,  came  back 
from  Vienna  the  other  day  saying  that  we  Americans  do 
everything  to  excess — live,  work,  and  play  in  excess.  In 
matters  of  drink,  money,  and  fun-chasing,  this  criticism 
is  doubtless  right.  But  the  famous  doctor  is  not  familiar, 
evidently,  with  the  religious  habits  of  American  Prot¬ 
estants.  He  has  not  carefully  observed  the  moderate  calm 
with  which  the  average  church  member  here  attends  to 
“the  private  and  public  worship  of  God,”  the  beautiful 
and  judicious  placidity  with  which  he  regards  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  actually  following  out  Jesus’  directions  in  think¬ 
ing  and  living  and  working  day  by  day.  Had  Dr.  Lorenz 
become  better  acquainted  with  the  sweet  patience  and 
conservatism  of  most  church  people,  he  would  have  felt 
more  like  writing  as  did  the  apostle  to  the  angel  of  the 
church  df  the  Laodiceans,  “Would  thou  wert  hot  or  cold.” 

In  the  “Soldiers’  Pocket  Book,”  Lord  Wolsey  wrote 
a  beautiful,  though  unintended,  tribute  to  missionaries, 
and  a  back-hand  slam  at  other  Christians:  “The  sol¬ 
dier  must  be  taught  to  believe  that  his  duties  are  the 
noblest  that  fall  to  a  man’s  lot.  He  must  be  taught  to 
despise  all  those  of  civil  life.  Soldiers,  like  missioiiaries, 
must  be  fanatics.”  Why  didn’t  the  General  Staff  say, 
“ministers”  or  “Christians”?  Are  missionaries  the  only 
members  of  the  Christian  faith  who  have  not  lost  their 
passionate,  adventurous  consecration?  “Dick”  Shep¬ 
pard,  of  London,  has  a  right  to  betray  some  impatience 
as  he  writes  out  of  an  enthusiastic,  evangelistic  heart, 
“I  fear  Western  civilization  will  go  up  in  smoke  before 
Christianity,  moving  at  its  present  pace,  takes  posses¬ 
sion.”  “Conventional,”  rather  than  “converting,”  is  the 
vivid  way  he  describes  our  Protest&ntism.  - 

The  fatal  charge,  of  course,  against  ’these  “radical,” 
“crazy”  preachers  who  keep  insisting  that  Christ  ought 
to  be  taken  at  His  word,  and  that  a  Christian,  at  home. 


at  store,  and  at  the  mill,  ought  to  venture  out  in  pure 
faith  in  his  power,  is  that  they  are  idealists.  “Well- 
meaning,”  but  “lacking  in  judgment,”  is  the  faint  praise 
with  which  they  are  damned.  Lack  of  efficiency  and  cau¬ 
tion  is  their  serious  defects,  like  that  of  the  woman  at  the 
house  of  Simon  the  leper,  who  brought  out  her  very  val¬ 
uable  cruse  of  pure  nard  ointment  and  broke  it  on  the 
head  of  One  she  loved.  Yet  it  is  noticeable  that  so  staid 
a  journal  as  the  New  York  Times  said  in  editorial  com¬ 
ment  on  Briand’s  good-will  policy  before  the  Chamber, 
“In  order  to  be  practical  the  idealist  need  not  feel  his 
way  forward  timidly.  He  can  take  the  bold  step,  provided 
he  realizes  the  consequences  and  is  prepared  to  pay  the 
price.” 

“God’s  Fools” 

Preachers  and  people  who  are  practical  idealists,  in 
this  sense  of  taking  “the  bold  step,  .  .  .  prepared  to 

pay  the  price,”  willing  to  be  called  fools,  so  be  it  they 
are  God’s  fools,  are  the  hope  of  the  church,  the  saviors 
of  organized  religion,  “the  salt  of  the  earth” — not  the 
timid,  safe,  and  sane  conformists.  Hope  lies  with  the  be¬ 
lievers  who  are  believers  enough  to  relate  every  human 
interest  of  business,  government,  politics,  and  church 
to  the  Vision,  and  then  “spite  of  the  stare  of  the  wise  and 
the  world’s  derision,”  dare  follow  the  vision.  “The  men 
with  fire  in  their  hearts  will  have  fire  flashing  in  their 
eyes,  and  the  men  with  eyes  of  fire  will  renew  the  life  of 
the  world,”  writes  a  Western  editor.  And  L.  S.  Bates 
is  correct  when  he  says :  “There  are  brakemen  enough  in 
the  church  to  last  a  hundred  years  if  we  never  received 
another  one.  They  are  the  men  who  are  afraid  that  the 
church  will  go  too  fast.  What  we  want  is  more  fire¬ 
men.” 

The  brother  whose  minister,  by  the  frank  acceptance 
of  Jesus’  truth  and  brave  application  of  it  to  human 
problems,  is  driving  hearers  crazy,  probably  needs  less 
poise  and  more  power.  He  certainly  needs  to  pray  the 
supplication  of  D.  L.  Moody,  “I  have  prayed  many  times 
that  the  Lord  would  let  me  die  before  the  enthusiasm 
dies  out  in  my  soul.  I  want  to  keep  full  of  fire  up  to  the 
last.” 

To  the  Cellar! 

By  Elbert  M.  Conover 

HERE  was  a  time  when  Christianity  had  to  exist 
in  the  catacombs.  That,  in  view  of  the  circum¬ 
stances,  was  glorious.  Then  in  later  years  the 
Sunday  schools,  and  particularly  defenseless  children, 
were  thrown  into  the  cellar. 

All  over  our  fair  land  where  there  are  fine  public 
school  buildings  the  children  whom  Christ  would  set  in 
the  midst  were  sent  to  a  dismal  hole,  sometimes  given  the 
name  of  basement,  as  their  portion  in  the  Father’s  house. 

The  crypt  has  a  notable  place  in  great  church  archi¬ 
tecture,  but  it  was  for  the  reverent  burial  of  dead  saints 
and  not  for  the  incarceration  in  stale  air  of  God’s  own 
little  children  in  their  most  impressionable  age. 

Now  we  would  again  use  the  cellar,  and  to  it  we  would 
consign  several  things  that  have  cluttered  the  house  of 
God,  such  as  the  Sunday-school  superintendent’s  clang¬ 
ing  bell,  the  noisy  disorder,  shiny  “golden  oak”  furniture, 
unsanitary  brussels  carpets. 

Take  these  down  to  the  cellar  and  bring  the  children 
up  into  God’s  light  and  air. 
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Savannah  Conference  at  Blackshear 

Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson,  Presiding,  Expects  Great  Session 


Resident  Bishop 

E.  G.  Richard- 
son  will  convene 
the  Savannah  Confer¬ 
ence  in  annual  session, 
December  1,  at  Black- 
shear,  Ga.  This  will 
be  the  fifty-first  session 
of  the  Conference  since 
its  organization.  Orig¬ 
inally  the  total  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in 
Georgia  was  borne  by 
the  Georgia,  a  white 
Conference,  organized 
in  1866.  Ten  years 
thereafter.  Savannah 
Conference  was  organ¬ 
ized,  1876,  to  take  care 
of  the  colored  work,  at  that  time  spreading  rapidly  both 
as  to  church  buildings  and  educational  enterprises.  In 
order  to  facilitate  more  intensive  cultivation  of  the  field 
and  because  of  the  long  distances  to  be  traveled  by 
preachers  going  annually  to  Conference,  it  seemed  best 
that  a  further  division  into  Conferences  be  made.  And  in 
1896,  out  of  Savannah  Conference  territory,  was  carved 
Atlanta  Conference,  ^  including  roughly  the  northern 
section  of  the  State.  Savannah  Conference  session 
at  Blackshear,  Georgia,  is  being  held  jvbst  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  years  after  the  first  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  ever  held  in  Georgia.  Bishops 
Coke  and  Asbury  had  just  concluded 
somewhat  turbulent  Conference 
session  at  Baltimore.,  Concerning 
it,  Asbury  reports :  “We  thoroughly 
perceived  the  mutual  purity  of  each 
other’s  attentions  in  respect  to  the 
points  in  dispute.  We  mutually 
yielded  and  mutually  submitted,  and 
the  silken  cords  of  love  and  affection 
were  tied  to  the  horns  of  the  altar 
forever  and  ever.”  Coke  prudently 
sailed  very  shortly  thereafter  for 
Europe,  leaving  upon  the  shoulders 
of  Bishop  Asbury  for  supervision  the 
entire  American  field.  Having  com- 
pleted  a  few  weeks’  itinerancy  of  the 
Middle  States,  he  hastened  south- 
ward,  reaching  Charleston,  S.  C., 
where  he  held  another  Conference. 

From  there  he  crossed  over  into  Geor- 
gia  and,  at  the  Forks  of  Broad  River, 
likely  in  May,  1787,  he  held  the  first 
Methodist  Conference  in  Georgia. 

That  was  a  relatively  small  but  mo- 
mentous  beginning.  Not  Lake  > 

Itasca,  out  of  whose  small  reservoir 
flow  the  waters  of  the  mighty  Mis- 
sissippi,  meandering  to  the  Gulf,  has 
in  it  greater  possibilities  for  min¬ 


istering  to  the  wants  of  mankind  than  had  that  first 
humble  Conference  of  Methodist  adherents  in  Georgia  one 
hundred  and  forty  years  ago.  Only  six  members  and  one 
probationer  attended.  In  the  matter  of  finances,  they 
could  scarcely  “make  ends  meet,”  for  the  bishop  records : 
“Our  little  Conference  was  about  sixty-one  pounds  de¬ 
ficient  in  their  quarterage,  nearly  one  third  of  which  was 
made  up  to  them.” 

The  Methodist  light  flickering  in  those  days  has  since 
been  fanned  into  a  great,  luminous  flame  of  saving  evan¬ 
gelization  and  education.  That  one  “little  Conference” 
has  expanded  into  three  Methodist  Episcopal  Confer¬ 
ences,  exclusive  of  the  gains  made  in  all  other  branches 
of  the  Methodist  family.  In  our  three  Conferences  are 
enrolled  some  27,000  full  members  under  the  spiritual 
leadership  of  161  traveling  preachers,  with  ten  district 
superintendents.  There  are  347  church  edifices.  111 
parsonages,  with  a  total  property  valuation,  excepting 
the  schools,  of  about  a  million  three  hundred  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars.  For  World  Service,  or  benevolences, 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  in  the  three  Conferences 
in  Georgia  contributed  last  year  $19,275.65.  Of  this 
amount,  $4,089.65  was  contributed  by  Savannah  Con¬ 
ference. 

Bishop  Richardson’s  uniform  emphasis  on  Christian 
stewardship  as  the  means  of  financing  the  Kingdom 
projects  has  proven  the  right  stimulus  throughout  the 
area,  and  is  largely  responsible  for  the  fine  showing  made 
by  the  Conferences.  The  absence .  of  coercive,  high- 
pressure  methods  in  this  area  is  registering  in  permanent, 
rather  than  fanfare  results.  Against  the  resident 
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bishop’s  method  of  administering  the  work  of  Atlanta 
Area,  there  has  not  been  raised  in  any  quarter  a  single 
complaint  of  autocratic  methods  among  the  men  of  At¬ 
lanta  Area.  In  Savannah  Conference,  Bishop  Richard¬ 
son  finds  co-operating  perfectly  with  him  the  following 
district  superintendents:  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Bankston,  Sa¬ 
vannah  District ;  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Maddux,  LaGrange  Dis¬ 
trict;  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Odum,  Waycross  District;  and 
the  Rev.  J.  S.  Stripling,  A.B.,  B.D.,  of  the  Waynesboro 
District.  To  the  interests  of  the  church  the  pastors  are 
a  loyal  set,  the  laymen  generally  emulating  their  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  pulpits.  Conference  officials  are:  Secretary, 
D.  L.  Clark;  statistician,  W.  H.  Holmes;  registrar,  the 
Rev.  E.  W.  Rakestraw.  *  The  chairman  of  the  board  of 
examiners  was  the  Rev.  F.  R.  Bridges,  who  within  the 
past  ten  days  has  just  crossed  the  great  divide,  where  he 
will  answer  the  roll  call  of  the  Supernal  General  Con¬ 
ference.  A  more  faithful  than  he  never  worked  in  the 
ranks  of  our  Methodism.  His  brethren  will  miss  his 
genial  countenance,  his  inspiring,  courageous  presence 
on  the  field  as  well  as  at  the  sessions  of  the  Conference. 

Generally  speaking,  the  territory  of  this  Conference 
is  largely  rural ;  in  the  few  larger  cities  our  work  has 
not  yet  gained  commanding  headway,  excepting  Savan¬ 
nah.  Economic  conditions  are  far  from  ideal.  The  sit¬ 
uation  constantly  calls  for  heroic  endeavor  on  part  of 


people  and  pastors.  An  example  of  the  exercise  of  their 
characteristic  heroism  is  shown  in  the  readiness  and  effi¬ 
cient  preparation  made  by  the  struggling  congregation 
which  is  to  be  host  to  the  Conference.  They  are  ready 
to  make  this  the  most  memorable  Conference  session  ever  - 
held.  The  church  here  is  fifty-six  years  old,  and  proud 
of  its  history.  The  building  has  been  substantially  re¬ 
paired,  painted,  equipped  with  electric  lights,  and  other¬ 
wise  made  commodious  for  their  guests. 

The  Rev.  P.  B.  Gibson,  the  pastor,  is  alert.  He  is 
one  of  the  layers  of  the  foundations  of  present  achieve¬ 
ments.  Thirty  years  ago  he  entered  the  Conference,  and 
during  these  years  has  led  a  fruitful  ministry.  Prior  to 
his  entrance  into  the  Conference,  he  was  instrumental  in 
laying  the  educational  foundations  that  have  since  de¬ 
veloped  into  Haven  Home  and  School  for  Girls,  one  of 
the  most  proficient  of  our  Southern  institutions.  An¬ 
other  school  begun  by  him  in  those  days  resulted  in  the 
founding  of  Palen  Church,  Savannah.  As  a  member  of 
the  Conference  he  has  built  parsonages  at  Stovall,  Odes- 
sadale,  Chipley,  and  Columbus.  At  the  latter  place, 
during  a  seven-year  pastorate,  he  also  remodeled  the 
church  building.  In  1926,  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair,  holding 
the  Conference,  appointed  him  to  Blackshear,  where,  in 
ample  and  commendable  readiness,  he  and  his  flock  proudly 
await  the  sitting  of  the  sessions  of  the  Conference. 


When  the  Great  South  Carolina 

Conference  Meets 


o  ONE  of  the 
group  of  our 
twenty  colored 
Conferences  to  be  held 
during  the  fall  and 
spring  seasons  imme¬ 
diately  confronting  us 
will  make  a  more  splen¬ 
did  contribution  to 
Methodist  current  his¬ 
tory  than  will  the  South 
Carolina  Conference 
when  Bishop  E.  G. 
Richardson  calls  that 
body  to  order  on  De¬ 
cember  6. 

Though  not  the  old¬ 
est,  the  South  Carolina 
is  much  the  largest  of 
our  *  colored  Confer¬ 
ences.  Its  territory  covers  the  whole  State  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  and  is  composed  of  upwards  of  48,000  lay  members. 
These  are  embraced  in  173  pastoral  charges,  paying  a 
total  ministerial  support  of  $184,000.  Its  392  church 
structures  and  104  parsonages  have  an  estimated  value 
of  $1,583,325.  Its  first  two  years  of  World  Service  giv¬ 
ing  amounted  to  $48,000 ;  the  second  year  showing  a 
gain  of  more  than  $1,700.  Comprised  in  this  Conference 
are  some  of  Methodism’s  most  stalwart  men  and  women, 
ministerial  and  lay,  viewed  from  both  the  cultural  and 
economic  standpoint.  Transplanted  to  any  other  area 
within  the  church,  this  Conference  would  hold  a  commend¬ 


able  position,  both  in  personnel  and  capacity  for  con¬ 
structive  endeavor. 

Much  of  credit  for  the  greatness  of  this  Conference 
is  due  to  those  heroic  pioneers,  most  of  whom  have  been 
translated  above,  who  visioned  the  possibilities  of  fu¬ 
ture  development  and  threw  themselves  without  reserve 
into  realization  of  the  rich  heritage  they  left  to  their  suc¬ 
cessors.  Claflin  University  likewise  comes  in  for  its  mead 
of  praise,  under  the  guiding  and  creative  hand  of  that 
towering  giant  and  altruist,  L.  M.  Dunton,  who  gave 
forty  years,  and  is  yet  giving  to  the  educational  task  of 
building  his  high  ideals  and  importing  his  fine  motives 
into  the  life  of  a  whole  race  group.  Apart  from  this 
man’s  life  and  labors,  it  is  impossible  to  think  of  the 
eminent  position  held  by  this  Conference  in  the  group  of 
Methodist  Conferences.  In  the  Conference  at  present 
are  some  giant  men  in  character  and  intellect,  ranking 
easily  with  the  best  men  among  us.  In  co-operation  with 
these,  Bishop  Richardson  has  easily  led  this  Conference 
to  commendable  achievement.  It  is  the  bishop’s  brotherly 
relationships,  his  genial  spirit,  his  evident  piety,  his  sin¬ 
cere  Godly  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  religious  prog¬ 
ress  within  the  bounds  of  its  territory  that  has  catapulted 
this  Conference  into  its  enviable  position.  It  is  generally 
predicted  that  the  Conference  will  go  the  limit  in  making 
the  closing  year  of  the  bishop’s  second  quadrennium  in 
the  area  the  crowning  year  in  results  achieved. 

Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  will  be  host  to 
this  distinguished  group.  This  church,  situated  on 
Meeting  Street,  opposite  Spring  Street,  Charleston,  S.  C., 
was  erected  in  1874.  It  is  a  substantial  structure,  its 
ample  auditorium  seating  1,000  persons.  The  total  plant, 
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including  lecture  hall  and  parsonage,  is  valued  at  $50,-  ference  and  the  church.  He  is  a  product  of  Claflin  Col- 
000.  Its  present  membership  is  600.  During  its  his-  lege  and  Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  from  which 
tory  fifteen  ministers  have  served  as  pastors.  Its  auxil-  schools  he  holds  the  A.B.  and  B.D.  degrees.  Brother 
iaries  were  never  more  flourishing  or  active  than  at  the  Gibbes’  life  has  been  one  of  sustained  service  to  his  church 
present  time;  nor  were  they  ever  more  intelligently  di-  since  he  entered  the  ministerial  rank  of  his  Conference, 
rected  and  related  to  the  tasks  of  the  church  and  prob-  1908.  He  has  held  six  pastoral  appointments — one  ten 
lems  of  community  uplift.  years  in  length ;  twice  was  principal  of  graded  schools ; 

The  Rev.  John  C.  Gibbes  is  pastor.  He  is  .a  cul-  professor  of  religious  education,  and  proctor  of  boys’ 

tured,  capable  Christian  gentleman.  Youngest  nov'^  sur-  dormitory  of  Claflin  College  for  six  years ;  for  years 

viving,  he,  with  eight  other  children,  was  bom  of  slave  served  on  the  staff  of  the  Conference  statistician  and 
parents.  When  he  became  converted  at  twelve  years  of  board  of  examiners ;  for  three  years  secretary  of  the 
young  Gibbes  joined  the  identical  church  of  which  Conference.  As  guest  of  this  pastor,  accommodating, 

he  is  now  pastor.  He  is  also  at  present  the  entertain-  faithful,  and  affable,  the  South  Carolina  Conference  will 

ing  pastor  of  the  first  session  of  his  Conference  to  be  receive  every  courtesy  and  assistance  necessary  to  the 
held  in  this  church  during  the  history  of  both  the  Cen-  greatest  session  in  its  history. 


Louisiana  Conference 

By  W.  Scott  Chinn 

The  fifty-ninth  session  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  coming  General  Conference  to  return  for  the  next  quad- 
convened  in  St.  Paul  Church,  Shreveport,  La.,  the  rennium  Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones  as  resident  bishop,  was 
Rev.  W.  G.  Alston,  pastor,  Wednesday,  October  12,  adopted  by  a  rising  vote.  Appropriate  remarks  touching 
Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones  presiding.  The  first  day’s  de-  the  episcopal  work  of  the  area  were  made  by  the  bishop, 
votional  exercises  were  conducted  by  the  bishop,  who  ad-  A  resolution  requested  the  appointing  of  one  pastor 
ministered  the  holy  sacrament,  assisted  by  the  several  and  one  layman  from  each  district  to  serve  on  an  ovation 
district  superintendents  and  the  pastor.  “Guide  Me,  O  committee  was  adopted.  The  committee  fixed  the  date  for 
Thou  Great  Jehovah,”  was  sung  at  the  request  of  Bishop  Wednesday,  April  18,  1928,  at  Wesley  Church,  New 
Jones,  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Susie  Wilson,  an  honored  mem-  Orleans.  Other  Conferences  of  the  area  will  participate 
ber  of  Mallalieu  Church,  New  Orleans,  and  a  faithful  and  _in  the  ovation, 
regular  attendant  of  the  Conference,  who  passed  away 

the  week  of  the  Conference,  having  been  elected  a  lay  dele-  Church  Membership  Verified  With  Great  Care 
gate  to  the  Conference.  •  in  Open  Conference 

Former  Secretary  S.  S.  Earls  called  the  roll.  As  the  The  bishop  took  great  care  to  verify  and  correct  the 
names  of  the  deceased  were  called,  all  stood  with  bowed  membership  roll,  both  as  to  active  and  non-active  mem- 
heads,  singing  a  hymn.  W.  Scott  Chinn  was  elected  sec-  bers,  non-resident,  and  all  others,  and  made  a  very  care- 
retary ;  J.  C.  Calvin,  statistician*;  W.  J.  M.  Price,  treas-  f ul  investigation  into  every  charge  of  the  same, 
urer;  W.  D.  Martin,  postmaster;  C.  W.  Reeves,  railroad  Joseph  B.  Dixson  elected  to  elder’s  orders;  W.  D. 
secretary.  The  bar  of  the  Conference  was  fixed.  A.  B.  Martin  and  A.  P.  Robinson,  already  elders ;  R.  B.  San- 
Harris  was  elected  reporter;  D.  S.  Sloan,  collector  of  ford,  H.  R.  Bernard,  D.  L.  Davidson,  J.  L.  Kirvin,  Thad- 
book  accounts.  deus  Hayes,  character  passed  and  advanced  to  studies 

The  bishop  presented  the  drafts  from  the  Book  Con-  of  fourth  year;  Peter  LeBan,  continued  studies  of  third 
cern,  amounting  to  $1,793;  Chartered  Fund,  $40;  total-  year.  Admitted  into  full  membership:  Isaiah  Catherine, 
ing  $1,833.  Dr.  E.  M.  Jones  presented  drafts  from  the  Peter  Gaskins,  T.  R.  Wallace,  David  L.  Riley„  George 
Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief  amounting  to  $700  as  divi-  W.  Sanders,  deacons.  Received  by  transfer:  John  W. 
dends,  $11.30  interest  on  investments,  and  $187.25  re-  Johnson,  an  elder  from  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
turned  money  sent  during  the  year,  totaling  $898.55.  Church ;  William  S.  Robinson,  an  elder  from  the  Colored 
Grand  total,  $2,731.55.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  J.  C.  Williams,  an  elder 

The  several  district  superintendents,  together  with  from  the  Baptist  Church,  and  placed  in  the  studies  of 
the  effective  elders,  reported  their  work  for  the  year,  the  third  year. 

which  was  far  in  advance  of  last  year’s,  despite  the  flood  The  Committee  on  Conference  Relations  reported  T. 
and  other  natural  hindrances.  In  World  Service  giv-  H.  Munson  from  retired  to  effective,  continued;  Robert 
ing,  the  New  Orleans  Area  leads  the  entire  church,  with  Jones  from  supemumary  to  effective,  continued;  Thomas 
a  substantial  increase  of  more  than  $17,000.  The  World  Williams  from  effective  to  retired,  account  health  and 
Service  giving  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  amounts  to  inability ;  Charles  L.  Angrum  from  effective  to  retired, 
more  than  $14,000  for  the  year.  account  ill  health  and  inability;  Jules  L.  Augustus,  hav- 

The  deceased  members  for  the  year  are  Samuel  Green,  ing  served  forty-four  years,  was  recommended  and  voted 
Pompey  Bibbs,  G.  W.  O’Gilvie,  S.  A.  Mason.  The  num-  the  retired  relation;  William  Cato,  withdrawn  from  the 
ber  of  preaching  places  of  the  Conference  totals  181 ;  church ;  G.  C.  Hilton  and  E.  H.  Langston  were  continued 
membership,  19,345;  Sunday-school  attendance,  21,000;  as  supernutnerary ;  !<.  H.  Smith,  granted  a  year’s  leave  of 
Epworth  Leagues,  78;  local  preachers,  281.  absence. 

A  resolution  extolling  the  work  of  Bishop  Jones,  Studies  of  the  first  year:  Natter  Leo,  Baptist,  and 
signed  by  the  district  superintendents  and  others,  request-  Patrick  J  ones,  their  characters  passed,  advanced  to 
ing  that  the  Conference  petition  and  memorialize  the  on-  studies  of  the  second  year;  Osborne  S.  Edwards,  discon- 
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tinued.  Anthony  Taylor  and  Hezekiah  L.  Clark,  received 
on  trial,  and  placed  in  the  studies  of  the  first  year.  Jeff 
Wilton’s  name  was  withdrawn,  to  be  used  as  supply. 
“Clean-up  Week”  was  fixed  for  the  week  before  Easter. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Jones  spoke  upon  the  “plan  and  program” 
of  the  new  plan  for  the  retired  preachers,  widows,  and 
dependents  as  proposed.  The  fourth  Sunday  in  May  was 
fixed  as  Veterans’  Day.  Dr.  Gammon  Morris  spoke  upon 
the  rural  church  and  pastor. 

The  following  were  appointed  a  committee  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  rural  school  by  districts:  Alexandria,  Charles 
Anderson;  Baton  Rouge,  R.  B.  Sandford;  Lake  Charles, 
J.  E.  Rolax ;  La  Teche,  R.  A.  Walmsley ;  Monroe,  Arthur 
Booker;  New  Orleans,  Isaiah  Catherine;  Shreveport,  J. 

L.  Kirvin. 

The  Laymen’s  Electoral  Conference — J.  B.  Cooper, 
president,  and  Y.  T.  Jones,  secretary — held  its  session 
in  Bethel  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
elected  Dr.  Thaddeus  Taylor,  A.  L.  Fleet,  and  M.  S. 
Davage  delegates,  with  James  Patterson  and  Joseph  B. 
Reddix  as  reserves  to  the  General  Conference.  The  min¬ 
isterial  delegates  elected  are  C.  S.  Stanley,  Hubbard  Dan¬ 
iels,  and  W.  Scott  Chinn.  Reserve  ministerial  delegates : 
Joseph  E.  Rolax,  Wm.  H.  Jones,  and  Wade  Hampton, 
Jr.  The  ministerial  vote  upon  the  laymen’s  proposition 
stood  two  for  and  ninety-eight  against.  The  laymen 
voted  solidly  for.  No  vote  was  taken  on  the  Kansas  plan. 

The  officers  elected  to  serve  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Corporation  are  as  follows:  J.  W.  Turner,  president; 
Hubbard  Daniels,  vice-president ;  C.  W.  Reeves,  secre¬ 
tary;  J.  O.  Brown,  treasurer;  W.  Scott  Chinn,  M.  R. 
Walker,  T.  A.  Brown,  Authur  Booker,  D.  S.  Sloan,  L. 
H.  Smith^R.  A.  Walmsley,  trustees. 

Treasurer  W.  J.  M.  Price  reported  raised  for  all  be¬ 
nevolent  purposes,  $28,364.  The  Preachers’  Aid  So¬ 
ciety  held  its  meeting  and  collected  the  annual  dues.  The 
Ministers’  Wives’  Association,  Mrs.  Fannie  B.  Cooper, 
president,  held  an  interesting  session  and  submitted  the 
annual  report.  The  delegates  elected  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  were  presented  to  the  Conference  along  with  other 
leading  laymen. 

J.  C.  Calvin,  statistician,  rendered  his  report,  which 
showed  in  several  instances  a  marked  increase. 

G.  C.  Hayward  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of 
stewards  to  fill  the  place  of  Hubbard  Daniels. 

The  following,  acted  as  officers  and  teachers  in  the 
model  Sunday  school,  Sunday  morning  at  9  o’clock — 
Teachers:  Profs.  R.  E.  Brown,  M.  S.  Davage,  F.  W. 
Brown,  Louise  Rankins,  C.  S.  Stanley,  Nellie '  Chinn, 
Louise  Johnson,  Lottie  Daniels,  Rose  Pegue,  Charles 

M.  Roberson,  J.  S.  Williams,  W.  T.  Handy,  H.  J.  Wright, 
James  A.  Williams,  A.  W.  M.  Obee,  Charles  Anderson, 
and  Clara  Johnson.  Assistant  superintendent,  A.  B. 
Harris;  secretary.  Woody  Collins;  treasurer,  Ed  Green; 
pianist,  Effie  Chambers;  librarian,  Ida  Edwards;  super¬ 
intendent,  W.  Scott  Chinn. 

The  Conference  love  feast  was  conducted  by  H.  J. 
Wright  and  G.  J.  Rogers.  The  ordination  of  elders  and 
deacons  at  3  P.  M. 

The  Conference  closed  Sunday  night.  The  bishop 
preached  at  11  A.  M.,  using  for  his  text:  “The  Evidences 
of  Christianity.”  Peter  Gaskins,  Thos.  Wallace,  Joseph 
Dixon,  and  Isaiah  Gathering  were  ordained  deacons..'*^  The 
memorial  services  were  held  at  3  P.  M.,  conducted  by 
J.  A.  Landry. 

The  board  of  stewards  distributed  to  the  retired  min¬ 


isters,  widows,  and  orphans  $3,426.66,  raised  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  for  this  purpose  during  the  year.  C.  S.  Stanley 
preached  the  closing  sermon. 

B.  R.  Jackson  presented  appropriate  resolutions 
thanking  the  city  churches  and  their  pastors  and  friends 
for  the  fine  hospitality  shown ;  the  daily  press,  also  the 
bishop,  secretaries,  and  others  for  the  fine  way  and  man¬ 
ner  they  served  the  Conference. 

The  several  district  superintendents  were  presented 
valuable  and  useful  presents  by  representative  men  from 
their  districts,  which  showed  marked  appreciation  for  the 
fine  work  they  were  doing  as  such.  The  Conference  at¬ 
tendance  broke  all  records  in  point  of  local  attendance. 
People  came  from  far  and  near  and  stayed  through.  The 
interest  never  lagged.  From  the  presiding  bishop  on 
down,  everyone  exhibited  the  spirit  of  brotherliness  and 
co-operation  which  surely  made  its  impact  upon  the  en¬ 
tire  city.  A  long  line  of  automobiles  were  parked  day 
and  night ;  visitors,  white  ^nd  colored,  passed  to  and  fro. 
The  reports,  useful  denominational  information,  splendid 
addresses  from  the  agents  of  the  several  boards  went 
straight  home  and  carried  conviction.  The  daily  white 
press  “outdid  themselves”  in  keeping  the  doings  of  the 
Conference  before  the  public  eye.  Truly  Shreveport 
Methodism  should  “go  forward.” 

Prof.  R.  H.  McAllister,  business  manager  of  the 
Southwestern,  spoke  and  represented  his  work  in  a  bril¬ 
liant  manner.  Prof.  M.  S.  Davage  was  never  more  at 
home  and  still  lives  in  the  hearts  of  all  the  brethren. 
Louisiana  boasts  of  her  laymen  and  feels  justly  proud 
of  them.  Lawyer  F.  B.  Smith,  who  won  the  segregation 
fight  for  the  Negro,  along  with  the  N.  A.  A.  C.  P.,  Drs. 
T.  Taylor,  Aaron  Wv  Brazier,  Phyrome  TaJ^lor,  J.  T. 
Miller,  and  E.  M.  Johnson;  a  host  of  excellent  ministers’ 
wives ;  Mrs.  Ida  Tropez,  M.  N.  G.  Household  of  Ruth ; 
Mrs.  Bettie  Johnson,  Endowment  secretary,  and  husband, 
Lewis  Johnson;  J.  B.  Cooper,  president  Laymen’s  As¬ 
sociation;  Y.  H.  Jones,  secretary;  Dean  R.  B.  Hayes, 
New  Orleans  University ;  T.  Baker,  Ed.  Green,  H.  H. 
Pool,  W.  J.  Huntly,  Jr.,  W.  J.  Walker,  Thos.  Rankins, 
all  of  Shreveport.  These  are  but  a  few  who  stand  out 
as  bright  lights  in  the  laity  and  are  “true  blooded”  in 
every  way. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Knight,  the  newly  appointed  superintend¬ 
ent  of  Flint-Goodridge  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  was  in¬ 
troduced  and  asked  for  help,  support,  and  co-operation. 
The  bishop  spoke  in  highest  terms  of  the  work  of  Drs. 
A.  W.  Brazier,  Thaddeus  Taylor,  and  other  doctors  of 
the  city  and  church  who  proved  their  loyalty  when  it 
was  needed  to  maintain  the  hospital.  The  hospital  stands 
well  among  other  hospitals,  and  is  an  accredited  institu¬ 
tion,  acknowledged  by  the ‘American  College  of  Surgeons 
and  similar  bodies. 

In  the  past  six  years  the  outdoor  clinic  alone  has  ad¬ 
ministered  to  over  60,000  cases  and  given  to  the  poor  over 
$70,000  worth  of  service,  which  does  not  include  the  work 
of  the  physicians  and  surgeons. 

A  regular  accredited  nurses’  school  is  carried  on,  and 
during  the  recent  flood  situation  they  rendered  valuable 
service,  aiding  and  assisting  with  the  American  Red  Cross 
and  otherwise. 

The  hospital  has  outgrown  its  present  quarters,  and 
recently  a  new  site  was  purchased,  consisting  of  an  entire 
square,  centrally  located  in  a  thickly  Negro  population, 
where  it  is  proposed  to  build  a  six-story  modem  fireproof 
brick  building,  with  260  or  more  beds,  laboratories, 
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nurses’  quarters,  doctor’s  office,  maternity  hall,  and  such 
other  buildings  necessary  for  the  operation  of  a  well- 
regulated  hospital.  The  permit  to  build  has  been  granted 
by  the  Commission  Council  of  New  Orleans  without  op¬ 
position.  The  entire  cost,  when  completed,  will  be  more 
than  half  a  million. 

Dr.  I.  G.  Penn  spoke  upon  the  endowment  plan  for 
Negro  education,  and  urged  upon  the  Conference  under¬ 
writing  the  same.  He  presented  the  idea  of  a  “self-denial 
week,”  which  was  adopted,  and  also  carried  with  it  the 
pledging  of  the  Conference  to  raise  the  $10,000  asked 
for  the  endowment,  same  to  be  applied  to  New  Orleans 
University. 

C.  S.  Stanley  offered  a  resolution  endorsing  Gulfside 
Association,  which  was  unanimously  adopted.  The  bishop 
spoke  of  its  scope  and  purpose  in  serving  the  race.  A 
collection  was  taken  for  the  same  amounting  to  $110. 
The  resolution  follows: 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  us  to  see  Gulfside  so  enthu¬ 
siastically  endorsed  by  the  officials  and  business  interests 
of  Hancock  County  and  the  many  representatives  of  our 
church  and  other  churches. 

We  heartily  commend  Bishop  Robert  E.  Jones.  It  is 
nothing  less  than  marvelous  when  we  consider  the  limited 
resources  upon  which  he  has  been  able  to  draw  for  the 
development  of  this  project. 

We  wish  to  make  it  clear  that  no  individual  owns  or 
can  own  stock  in  this  project.  It  is  held  in  trust  by  a 
board  of  trustees  for  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

We  offer  the  following  recommendations: 

That  our  preachers  and  laymen  give  Gulfside  their 
united  moral  and  financial  support. 

That  strenuous  effart  be  made  to  bring  our  people 
to  Gulfside  in  large  numbers  for  training  in  religious  edu¬ 
cation  and  such  other  affairs  as  may  be  carried  on  for 
their  physical,  social,  and  spiritual  betterment. 

That  each  charge  be  requested  to  take  an  offering 
for  Gulfside  at  Christmas  time  and  send  the  same  to  the 
bishop’s  office.  ‘ 

That  the  women’s  auxiliaries  be  urged  by  the  pastors 
and  district  superintendent  to  contribute  sheets  and  pil¬ 
low  cases  to  supply  the  dormitory,  and  that  Thanksgiving 
Day  be  fixed  as  the  time  to  send  in  the  same. 

La  Eon  Old  Folks’  Home,  W.  C.  Haywood,  superin¬ 
tendent,  serves  the  old  and  infirm,  regardless  of  denomi¬ 
nation.  The  home  is  modern  in  every  respect,  with  ample 
living  quarters,  toilets,  sun  porch  and  well-kept  lawns, 
electric  lights,  and  a  heating  plant,  making  the  remaining 
days  of  those  who  served  well  their  day  and  time  as  com¬ 
fortable  as  possible.  The  Community  Chest  and  others 
give  liberally  toward  its  maintenance.  Inmates  are  re¬ 
ceived  from  anywhere  over  the  State  upon  application. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  reported  as  follows: 

“We  give  thanks  to  God  that  we  have  come  through 
another  year  with  no  greater  loss  than  what  has  been 
recorded  against  us  as  the  common  lot  of  us  all — the 
devastating  floods. 

“We  pray  for  strength  to  withstand  any  trials  of  life. 

“We  declare  our  faith  in  the  following: 

“The  church  of  to-morrow  depends  upon  evangelism. 
If  we  bring  souls  to  Jesus  Christ  now,  in  years  to  come 
we  will  have  strong,  Christian  workers  for  members. 

Let  us  decide  to  become  a  committee  of  one  to  bring 
a  new  soul  to  Jesus  Christ  each  Sunday. 

Let  us  not  forget  the  Sunday  school  and  the  Epworth 
League.  If  we  want  a  great  church,  a  working  church. 


a  Christian  church,  let  us  build  up  the  children’s  depart¬ 
ment. 

“We  pledge  our  support  in  every  way  for  its  growth. 

“Our  race  churchmen  has  a  champion ;  our  race  group, 
in  its  struggles  for  toleration  and  liberty  in  religion, 
government,  education,  and  business,  has  a  living  hero  or 
platform  in  pulpit  and  press ;  the  living  and  unborn  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  group  who  need  and  will  need  a  place  where 
they  may  walk  abroad  with  common  pleasures  and  re¬ 
create  themselves ;  where  education  and  religion  may  be 
studied  and  experienced  under  delightful  conditions,  have 
a  practical  dreamer,  a  brave  pathfinder,  a  religious  states¬ 
man,  and  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ  in  Bishop  Robert  E. 
Jones.  He  is  the  exponent  of  the  best  we  think,  the  best 
we  live,  the  best  we  long  for. 

“Therefore  we  endorse  his  life  and  works  among  us, 
with  us,  and  for  us  as  resident  bishop,  and  we  express 
ourselves  satisfied,  and  request  that  he  be  sent  to  us  for 
another  quadrennium  to  be  our  fearless  leader,  our  wise 
counsellor,  our  spiritual  advisor,  and  the  interpreter 
of  the  races  to  each  other,  where  tact  and  wisdom,  cour¬ 
age  and  tolerance  are  so  much  needed.” 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

Sixty-Ninth  Session 
North  Carolina  Conference 

{Continued  from  page  920) 

WILMINGTON  DISTRICT 

Dh.  G.  M.  Phelps,  District  Superintendent 

Bowmore  and  Mt.  Zion,  D.  C.  Skeen.  Beauty  Spot  and  New  Zion, 
R.  J.  Shipp.  Charlotte,  A.  G.  Jenkins.  Charlotte  Mission,  (O.  J. 
Covington).  Fayetteville,  L.  D.  McQueen.  Gibson,  (Porter  Gibson). 
Goldsboro,  W.  M.  Crawford.  Hamlet,  S.  F.  B.  Peace.  Hamlet, 
South,  Walter  Watkins.  Hoffman  and  Southern  Pines,  Henry  Mc¬ 
Nair.  Laurinburg  and  Cool  Springs,  R.  W.  Winchester.  Lumber- 
ton,  D.  L.  Thomas.  Monroe  and  Bethel,  (B.  C.  Little).  Maxton 
and  Plney  Grove,  J.  C.  Rush.  Pembroke  Ct.,  (J.  L.  Alford).  Red 
Springs,  R.  S.  Abernathy.  Rockingham  and  Philadelphia,  W.  C. 
Adams.  Rowland  and  Salem,  C.  L.  Gidney.  Sanford  Ct.,  E.  L. 
Fletcher.  St.  Mark’s  and  Hickory  Bend,  S.  J.  Hayden.  Red  Banks, 
(E.  H.  Lock).  Wilmington,  F.  J.  Lee. 

WINSTON  DISTRICT 
Dr.  j.  a.  Baxter,  District  Superintendent 

Asheboro,  A.  H.  Newsome.  Advance,  B.  F.  Thomas.  Elkin, 

R.  F.  McCallum.  High  Point,  H.  L.  Ashe.  High  Point,  South, 
W.  E.  Hairston.  Kernersville,  S.  L.  May.  Lexington,  N.  M.  Mar¬ 
tin.  Madison,  W.  B.  Scales.  Mt.  Airy,  E.  D.  Petty.  Pen  Hook, 
Va.,  B.  E.  Staten.  Rural  Hall,  Henry  Jones.  Thomasville,  W. 

S.  L.  Scarborough.  Thomasville,  East,  M.  C.  McLaughlin.  Trin¬ 
ity,  E.  H.  McArthur.  Wilkesboro,  G.  W.  Byes.  Winston-Salem: 
Mt.  Pleasant,  J.  W.  Simpson;  St.  Andrews,  P.  J.  Cook;  iSt.  Paul, 
W.  M.  Wells.  Zion  Hill,  (G.  W.  Hoover).  Red  Bank,  Dorsey 
McRae.  Walkertown,  F.  D.  Caldwell. 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS 

R.  G.  'Morris,  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension. 

Benjamin  Stewart  left  without  appointment  to  attend  school. 

General  Conference  Delegates 

CENTRAL  ALABAMA  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial — E.  M.  Jones,  field  representative  Board  of  Pensions- 
and  Relief  in  New  Orleans  Area,  631  Baronne  Street,  New  Orleans, 
La.;  J.  W.  Thomas,  pastor,  228  Jefferson  Street,  Huntsville,  Ala. 

EAST  TENNESSEE  CONFERENCE 

Z-oy— Mrs.  Nellie  Forrest,  427  Scott  Street,  Bristol,  Va.  Re¬ 
serve — ^Mrs.  Hattie  Sinkford. 

OKLAHOMA  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial — Fred  M,  Stephenson,  fiscal  agent  Conference  Claim¬ 
ants  Commission,  Box  1279,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.;  Eugene  M.  An¬ 
trim,  president  Oklahoma  City  University,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla; 
Cecil  D.  Meade,  pastor,  Shawnee,  Okla.;  Jean  L.  LaGrone,  pastor, 
Blackwell,  Okla.;  Jesse  R.  Caffyn,  pastor,  Norman,  Okla. 

— >Iames  W.  Baker,  district  superintendent,  Alva,  Okla.;  Otho  B. 
Morris,  pastor,  Dallas,  Texas;  William  E.  Robinson,  pastor,  Ton- 
kawa,  Okla. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

IjmurAmnrAK  Sma 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


ISAIAH  TEACHES  RIGHT  LIVING 

FOURTH  QUARTER.  LESSON  X.  DECEMBER  4 


Scripture  Lenon — Isa.  3.  1  to  6.  30. 

In  these  three  chapters  Isaiah  teaches  right 
living  indirectly  by  denouncing  its  opposites. 
His  graphic  description  of  the  evil  practices 
of  men  and  women  of  high  social  circles  of 
the  Jerusalem  of  his  day  reads  very  much 
like  a  cross  section  of  life  in  a  big  American 
city.  In  fact,  we  are  apt  to  find  these  same 
practices  in  any  “fashionable”  city  of  the 
world  to-day.  Wherever  society  reaches  a 
certain  stage  of  development  a  class  of  men 
and  women  begin  these  practices  just  as 
surely  as  an  individual  'begins  to  show  certain 
characteristics  at  a  certain  stage  of  his  de¬ 
velopment.  But  they  are  none  the  less  evil 
because  they  are  so  universal.  In  fact,  their 
universality  makes  Isaiah’s  message  here  of 
universal  significance.  And  the  highest  moral 
feelings  and  judgment  with  respect  to  these 
practices  to-day  are  in  unanimous  agreement 
with  Isai^’s.  Let’s  see  what  these  evils  are. 

The  prophet  takes  a  shot  at  eight  evil  prac¬ 
tices  of  some  of  his  people  apparently  of  good 
social  standing.  Rather,  he  does  not  take  a 
shot  at  the  practices,  but  at  the  men  and 
women  who  were  guilty  of  the  practices.  It 
seems  quite  evident  that  he  was  not  speaking 
about  people  behind  their  backs,  but  was 
speaking  directly  to  the  people  whose  evil  he 
so  mercilessly  excoriated.  He  knew  those 
men  and  women,  for  he  was  at  home  in  high 
social  circles.  Who  knows  but  that  he  had 
been  “one  of  them”  before  his  call  to  the  min¬ 
istry?  His  own  statement  seems  to  imply 
that  he  had  not  always  been  an  ideal  char¬ 
acter  (Isa.  6.  6 — first  half).  But  if  he  had 
been  “one  of  tbem,”  he  was  done  with  that 
kind  of  life,  and  was  trying  hard  to  have 
his  former  friends  and  companions  through 
with  it. 

Two  of  the  evil  practices  are  in  chapter 
three.  They  are  (1)  economic  oppression  of 
the  poor  through  fraud  and  other  schemes 
(3.  14,  16) ;  and  (2)  haughtiness  and  vanity 
of  women  (3.  16-24).  In  this  fuU  descrip¬ 
tion  we  get  a  good  picture  of  the  dress  and 
carriage  of  fashionable  ladies  of  Jerusalem 
in  Isaiah’s  day.  We  to-day  get  along  with¬ 
out  the  nose  and  leg  ornaments;  but  we  have 
added  the  rouge,  paint,  and  lipstick.  Doubt¬ 
less  Isaiah  knew,  but  he  certainly  hints  that 
this  ornamentation  and  affectation  was  prac¬ 
ticed  to  attract  the  opposite  sex  for  immoral 
purposes.  In  so  many  words  he  says  that 
when  the  day  of  vengeance  comes,  God  will 
make  them  extremely  disgracefully  attractive 
to  the  optposite  sex  (3.  17 — last  clause),  and 
when,  instead  of  a  woman  trying  to  attract 
every  man  who  can  give  her  a  good  time, 
many  (“seven”)  women  will  be  glad  to  sup¬ 
port  themselves  and  become  the  wives  of  the 
same  man  if  only  they  can  call  him  their 
husband  (4.  1). 

The  other  six  evil  practices  are  in  chapter 
five.  They  are  (1)  greedy  and  selfish  land¬ 
grabbing — efforts  of  a  few  to  build  up  large 
estates  by  hook  and  crook  and  come  to  own 
all  the  desirable  land  of  the  country  (5.  8) ; 

(2)  debauching  revelry  and  intemperate  in¬ 
dulgence  in  sensual  pleasures  (6.  11,  12) ; 

(3)  frivolous  «n6eH«r»ny— the  making  merry 
over  the  preacher’s  warning  of  the  vengeance 
of  God  upon  the  evil-doers  (6.  18,  19) ;  (4) 
moral  skepticism,  which  calls  anything  good 
which  aids  in  the  realization  of  any  desired 
end,  whether  the  end  be  good  or  not,  and 
which  calls  anything  evil  which  hinders  the 
realization  of  any  desired  end,  whether  the 
end  'be  evil  or  not  (fi.  20) ;  (6)  intellectual 
conceitedness,  or  sophistry — ^“know-it-allness” 
— the  disposition  to  dispute  divine  revelation 
with  superficial  human  reasoning.  Probably 
Isaiah  had  this  class  of  men  in  mind  when 
he  challenges  to  a  profounder  but  yet  com¬ 
mon-sense  reasoning  (1.  18).  Says  he.  You 
will  hear  of  no  truth  but  that  which  can  be 


reasoned  out;  well.  I’ll  meet  you  on  your 
own  platform:  let’s  reason  a  little  (6.  21); 
and  (6)  the  practices  of  dissolute  and  cor¬ 
rupt  judges  who  are  addicted  to  strong  drinks 
and  who  accept  bribes  for  their  decisions 
(5.  22,  23). 

All  these  evils  Isaiah  denounces.  But  to 
what  does  he  exhort  instead?  He  does  not 
say;  but  I  think  we  can  say  what  he  would 
say  if  we  could  inquire  of  him.  This  is  what 
he  would  say:  instead  of  oppressing  the  poor, 
be  sympathetic  toward  and  help  them;  in¬ 
stead  of  haughtiness  and  vanity,  let  there  be 
modesty  and  morality;  instead  of  revelry,  en¬ 
tertainments  and  parties  where  God  can  be 
taken;  instead  of  a  few  big  land  owners, 
many  small  ones;  Instead  of  boastful  unbe¬ 
lief,  piety,  and  reverence;  instead  of  soph¬ 
istry,  intellectual  humility,  and  faith — teach¬ 
ableness;  instead  of  moral  skepticism,  moral 
faith  and  respect  for  moral  principles;  and 
instead  of  dissoluteness  and  corruption  in  the 
judges,  sobriety  and,  honesty.  In  other 
words,  he  would  admonish  that  God  and  His 
principles  of  righteousness  be  put  first  in  all 
of  our  doings,  and  that  we  do  nothing  upon 
which  we  could  not  sincerely  invoke  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  God. 

SAM  ntrSTOK  COLLEGE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lesson  fob  Sundat,  December  4,  1927 
“And  it  brought  forth  wild  grapes” 

(By  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

The  saddest  harvest  news  is  that  bad  seed 
has  been  planted,  and  corrupt  fruit  is  the 


The  partner  referred  to  here  is  the  Ep- 
worth  Herald.  Let  us  look  at  some  of  the 
service  rendered  by  the  Herald  which  makes 
it  deserve  the  title  “partner.” 

1.  It  is  assort  of  text  on  League  methods. 

Every  issue  of  the  Herald  has  pages  and 

pages  devoted  to  a  presentation  of  what  is 
newest  and  best  in  League  methods.  Mamy 
of  our  chapters  are  dead  from  sheer  starva- 
vation  at  this  point.  They  have  had  nothing 
new  to  go  on  in  the  last  twenty-five  years. 
Suppose  you  had  for  your  supper  a  loaf  of 
bread  twenty-five  years  old;  would  not  it  be 
fine,  live-giving  food?  Well,  that  is  what 
many  of  our  League  chapters  are  doing; 
they  are  nibbling  off  the  old  loaves  which 
they  have  had  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
Do  you  wonder  that  they  don’t  have  strength 
to  make  a  dint  in  the  community?  The 
method  suggestions  of  the  Herald  will  furn¬ 
ish  some  new  pabulum  for  the  League. 

2.  It  is  an  interpreter  of  religion  to  and 
for  the  youth  of  the  church. 

Our  young  people  are  restive  about  mat¬ 
ters  religious.  One  of  the  big  reasons  is,  they 
cannot  reconcile  the  religious  practices  cur¬ 
rent  in  our  day  with  the  teachings  of  Jesus. 
When  the  personality  of  Jesus  is  not  clut¬ 
tered  up  by  a  lot  of  transcendental  mysti¬ 
cism,  it  makes  a  strong  appeal  to  young  peo¬ 
ple.  His  glowing  idealism.  His  boldness  to 


result.  God  loved  Israel  and  Judah.  The 
northern  tribes  were  hastening  to  inevitable  i 
ruin.  Tbe  southern  tribes  were  to  last  but 
little  longer.  In  this  lesson  the  prophet  gives 
the  reason.  God  had  counted  on  the  beloved 
of  His  heart,  and  had  given  them  every  op¬ 
portunity.  When  He  looked  for  the  fruitage 
in  gracious  measure,  they  brought  forth  wild 
grapes. 

God’s  church  has  been  well  planted,  and 
He  expects  only  good  fruit;  but  such  is  the 
conduct  of  many  Christians  that  at  the  best 
all  we  can  say  of  their  influence  is  that  they 
are  bringing  forth  wild  grapes.  In  confusion 
of  teaching  in  worldly  habits  and  general 
conduct  of  church  members,  the  seeds  of 
doubt  and  sin  have  been  planted  in  the  soil 
of  humanity  at  home  and  in  the  foreign  field, 
until  the  harvest  is  the  wild  grapes  of  un¬ 
belief  and  sinful  practices,  and  it  is  hard  to 
tell  who  are  the  Christians  or  to  discern 
where  there  is  a  line  between  Christianity 
and  heathenism  anywhere. 

The  thing  of  greatest  value  in  the  unchris¬ 
tian  world  is  the  impress  of  a  Godly  life — 
such  as  leaves  no  doubt  of  the  supremacy  of 
Christ  within.  The  heathen  may  not  know  our 
spoken,  language,  but  they  know  the  heart 
language  of  love.  A  missionary’s  character 
is  his  message  to  the  benighted  of  the  earth, 
and  God,  who  has  called  and  equipped  with 
such  great  cost,  will  be  disappointed  through 
all  eternity,  if  when  He  comes  for  grapes 
suited  to  the  King’s  use  He  finds  only  wild 
grapes.  The  favor  and  blessing  of  heaven 
cannot  come  on  any  such  vineyard.  It  will 
be  left  desolate. 

Travelers  in  the  heart  of  Africa  will  often 
find  the  older  natives  who  remember  the  only 
white  man  they  had  ever  seen.  If  you  men¬ 
tion  David  Livingstone,  their  faces  will 
lighten,  and  as  best  they  can  they  will  tell 
of  the  good  things  he  had  done.  They  could 
not  understand  him,  but  they  felt  his  heart 
beat.  God  has  done  all  He  can  for  His  vine¬ 
yard,  and  now  He  is  looking  for  grapes,  and 
shall  it  be  that  it  bringeth  forth  only  wild 
grapes? 

OAMMON  SEMINARY. 


strike  out  from  the  beaten  paths  of  tradition 
on  all  big  issues  of  His  time,  these  capture 
the  imagination  of  red-blooded  youths.  But 
the  kind  of  religion  that  looks  sanctimonious 
and  solemn  on  Sunday,  and  grafts  all  the 
other  days  of  the  week;  that  prays  for  the 
heathen  across  the  sea  and  damns  the  “nig¬ 
ger,”  “dago,”  and  “sheeny”  in  the  same  block, 
this  kind  of  religion  is  in  disrepute  among  our 
young  people,  black  and  white,  red  and 
brown.  In  a  characteristic  series  of  articles 
each  year  the  Herald  tries  to  clear  up  the 
contradictions  at  this  point.  The  articles  try 
to  make  clear  to  young  people  just  what  the 
religion  of  Jesus  exacts  of  us  in  all  these 
matters.  I  wish  our  colored  Leagues  would 
subscribe  more  largely  for  the  literature  of 
the  church.  Nothing  is  needed  quite  so  badly 
in  our  Negro  churches  as  a  little  more  study 
of  methods  of  doing  the  church  work.  If 
something  new  should  happen  in  some  of  the 
churches  I  know,  all  the  benches  would  run 
out  of  the  door.  I  know  some  churches  where 
the  service  has  been  opened  for  the  last 
fifteen  years  by  singing,  ‘HD,  for  a  Thousand 
Tongues.”  I  was  principal  of  a  school  in  a 
community  where  the  Epworth  League  serv¬ 
ice  was  opened  for  three  years  every  Sun¬ 
day  by  singing,  “Trust  and  Obey.”  “Oh, 
blackbird,  sing  us  something  newt” 

MORGAN  COLLEGE. 


Epworth  League  Topic 

DECEMBER  4 

By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 


THE  LEAGUE’S  PARTNER 

(1  Cor.  8.  8,  9) 


November  24,  1927  THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 


933 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Natchitoches,  La. — We  are  indeed  glad  to 
welcome  the  Rev.  J.  O.  Brown  as  our  pastor. 
The  members  are  well  pleased  with  the  as¬ 
signment,  and  we  hope  that  this  will  be  one 
of  the  most  successful  years  we  have  ever 
had  on  this  charge.  We  are  determined  to 
do  a  greater  work  this  year,  spiritually  and 
financially.  We  ask  the  prayers  of  all  read¬ 
ers. — Phil  Joseph,  Reporter. 

Detroit,  Mich. — St.  John’s  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  Under  the  auspices  ot  the  E. 
W.  Dudley  Club,  Mr.  T.  Jones,  a  master 
magician,  gave  a  very  thrilling  exhibition  on 
October  26.  They  realized  from  tickets  and 
refreshments,  $9.64.  On  the  regular  meet¬ 
ing  night  a  debate  was  conducted,  with  Mr. 
John  Stephens  and  Mr.  B.  H.  Lacy,  cap¬ 
tains.  Refreshments  were  served,  which 
netted  the  club  $10.  We  are  doing  fine  work 
in  St.  John’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — 
The  Rev.  E.  J.  Johnson,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Jennie 
Montague,  Reporter. 

Bcotlandville,  La. — A  Halloween  party  was 
given  at  Camphor  Memorial  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  by  the  Sunday  school,  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  R.  M.  Dillworth,  which 
was  a  delightful  event.  A  large  number  of 
young  people  were  present.  The  purpose  of 
the  party  was  to  help  the  musical  committee. 
A  nice  sum  was  realized  and  turned  over  to 
the  committee.  The  young  people  have  taken 
on  new  life,  and  are  working  for  a  great 
year’s  report.  Refreshments  were  serv^  by 
Mrs.  L.  V.  Brown,  Miss  A.  Stevenson,  Mrs. 
E.  Robinson,  and  Mrs.  M.  Delworth.  The 
Epworth  League  rendered  a  splendid  pro¬ 
gram  on  November  6. — James  Bradford,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Cottonport,  La. — We  are  glad  to  say  that 
our  bishop  made  no  mistake  in  sending  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Clark  to  this  charge.  He  arrived 
here  October  22,  and  was  met  gladly  by  the 
officers  of  the  church.  However,  he  found 
the  church  in  bad  shape;  a  note  of  $160  was 
to  be  paid  by  December,  1927.  He  called  the 
officers  tog'*ther  on  the  ^th,  and  made  plans, 
and  on  the  ooih  he  preached  an  able  sermon. 
In  the  collection,  $18.76  was  raised.  The 
church  has  been  organized  into  various  clubs. 
Everyone  is  well  pleased  with  the  pastor.  He 
has  been  welcomed  and  promised  help  by  our 
white  friends.  Our  class  and  prayer  meet¬ 
ings  will  be  revived. — Mrs.  G.  A.  Lashington, 
Reporter. 

Madisonville,  Texas. — The  Madisonville 
charge  is  alive  and  is  doing  real  work  under 
the  leadership  of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
Stripling.  He  came  to  us  nearly  four  years 
ago,  and  found  our  work  in  bad  shape.  A 
heavy  debt  was  on  the  church,  which  is  almost 
paid.  He  has  built  two  churches  on  the 
charge,  and  the  same  have  been  paid  for. 
This  is  one  of  the  best  charges  in  the  Texas 
Conference.  From  the  first  Sunday  in  Sep¬ 
tember  to  the  fifth  Sunday  in  October,  we 
raised  for  all  causes,  $760.  Our  claims  are  in 
advance  of  last  year.  The  pastor  will  make 
a  round  report  at  the  Annual  Conference, 
and  we  are  looking  forward  to  his  return. — 
Miss  IJllian  Wortham,  Reporter. 

Wellington,  Mo. — We  have  just  closed  a 
three  nights’  fall  fair  and  bazaar  at  the  Yale 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  a 
sermon  on  Sunday  night,  October  30.  The 
bazaar  was  given  by  the  I>adies’  Aid  and 
Brotherhood.  Members  of  the  committee 
were:  Mrs.  Sallie  Walker,  Mr.  Theo.  Miller, 
Mrs.  Abbie  Miller,  Mr.  Thos.  Brown,  Mrs. 
Maud  Hannah,  Mr.  N.  Walker.  The  sermon 
on  Sunday  morning  was  preached  by  the 
Rev.  H.  Wilson;  in  the  afternoon  he  preached 
from  2  Kings  6.  26,  and  at  night  from  St. 
Luke  16.  18.  Collection,  $44.80.  Our  church 
is  moving  onward  and  upward  to  a  higher 
standard  of  Christian  life.— Mrs.  Mullen, 
President;  Rev.  Herman  J.  Harrison,  Pastor. 

Oulfport,  Miss. — On  the  fifth  Sunday  in 
October,  a  roll  call  rally  was  given  at  Mt. 


Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  in¬ 
terest  of  pastor’s  salary.  The  Rev.  Harris, 
of  Hickory  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  con¬ 
ducted  the  service.  His  subject  was,  “Spread¬ 
ing  Like  a  Green  Bay  Tree.”  The  members 
responded,  as  follows:  Messrs.  F.  Cfissel,  $3; 
T.  Ray,  A.  Griswald,  $2;  D.  Hines,  B. 
Flowers,  T.  Evans,  J.  White,  $1  each;  Mes- 
dames  Mary  L.  White,  $2.60;  Luvenia 
Abrams,  $2;  Olivia  Theodore,  $1.76;  Pinkie 
White,  Laura  Baylock,  Rachel  Andrews,  Q. 
Hines,  Malinda  Bention,  Julia  A.  Sims,  B. 
Flowers,  A.  Tuggle,  L.  Jackson,  E.  White, 
H.  Hand,  L.  Evans,  $1  each;  Misses  L.  Sims, 
60  cents;  D.  Flowers  25  cents;  Essie  Wilks, 
26  cents,  and  others.  Mrs.  H.  M.  Fairly, 
president  of  the  social  and  recreation  club, 
reported  $10.  Public  collection,  $30;  other 
claims,  $16;  total,  $88.61. — Rev.  Frank 
Smith,  Pastor;  Hannah  Mae  Hines,  Reporter. 

LaOrange,  Oa. — Leete  Hill  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  A  great  rally  was  held  on 
September  11,  in  which  we  raised  $131.06. 
This  money  was  raised  for  the  indebtedness 
of  the  church  and  for  the  back  salary  for 
pastor.  Other  claims  were  also  paid;  $61  to 
the  pastor,  and  the  balance  was  given  over 
to  the  trustees.  The  members  and  friends 
of  I.«ete  Hill  are  exemplifying  the  spirit  of 
co-operation  and  harmony.  Although  we  did 
not  raise  what  we  had  hoped -to  raise,  yet  we 
appreciate  the  splendid  spirit  shown  under 
conditions.  We  had  the  co-operation  of  both 
white  and  colored.  We  are  now  getting  ready 
for  the  Annual  Conference,  and  we  hope  to 
send  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Jamerson, 
who  has  labored  so  faithfully  with  us  this 
year,  and  who  has  been  able  to  bring  some 
things  to  pass,  to  the  Conference  with  a  full 
report.  Leete  Hill  is  yet  alive,  and  will  soon 
be  in  the  first-class  appointments  under  the 
leadership  of  a  wide-awake  pastor,  as  we 
have.  He  has  done  more  for  the  upbuilding 
of  the  people,  spiritually  and  otherwise,  than 
ever  in  the  history'  of  the  church. — W.  M. 
Bankston,  Reporter. 

Waco,  Texas. — Sunday,  October  30,  was  a 
high  day  at  Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  spite  of  the  inclement  weather, 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  A.  Byars’  anniversary 
was  celebrated,  and  it  was  a  grand  affair. 
The  First  Baptist  congregation  worshipped 
with  uS,  and  their  choir  rendered  excellent 
music.  The  pastor.  Dr.  J.  A.  McPherson, 
preached  the  anniversary  sermon,  using  for 
his  text,  “Well  Done.”  It  was  a  masterpiece. 
Sister  M.  P.  Sanford  was  mistress  of  cere¬ 
mony.  We  raised  for  our  pastor,  $102.39. 
Sister  M.  D.  Dickson  raised  the  highest 
amount,  $12.16.  A  lovely  purse  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  pastor’s  wife,  including  other 
presents.  This  service  will  be  remembered 
for  some  time  by  the  people  at  this  place. 
We  are  working  hard  to  close  this  Confer¬ 
ence  year  with  a  round  report.  Our  pastor 
knows  no  failure.  The  committees  reported 
as  follows:  Sisters  L.  Sherman,  chairman, 
$12;  M.  P.  Sanford,  $12;  L.  E.  Marvels,  L. 
Davis,  F.  Alexander,  C.  Hudson,  $2  each ; 
M.  D.  Dickson,  ,$12.16;  Bros.  S.  Farrow,  ,1. 
C.  Perkins,  Jas.  McGill,  R.  A.  .Tarmer,  E. 
Richie,  I>.  Augusta,  L.  L.  Jackson,  M.  E. 
List,  .$2  each. — Mrs.  M.  P.  Sanford,  Reporter. 

Marianna,  Ark. — We  are  striving  to  make 
this  a  successful  year.  Our  district  super¬ 
intendent  for  the  past  three  weeks  has  been 
holding  rallys  over  the  district  to  bring  up 
the  World  Service  quota,  with  the  Quarterly 
Conference.  We  raised  $126.  The  trustees 
have  raised  since  the  Quarterly  Conference, 
$196.84,  and  have  paid  out  $170.26.  They 
also  have  two  hales  of  cotton  belonging  to  the 
church,  which  is  to  be  sold.  We  are  out  of 
debt  for  our  church,  and  expect  to  pay  our 
pastor  in  full  before  the  Annual  Conference 
convenes.  A  rally  was  conducted  at  Hodges 
Chapel  Church,  Helena,  Ark.,  October  23. 
The  Rev.  Wm.  Moore,  p>astor,  by  invitation, 
together  with  a  number  of  members  of  Scott 
Valley  Church,  went  down  and  enjoyed  a 
splendid  day’s  service.  At  11  A.  M.  the  Rev. 
B.  F.  Scott  preached  a  strong  sermon.  In 
the  afternoon.  Dr.  Wm.  Pope,  of  the  African 
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write  to  express  my  conviction  that  j 

The  Senior  Quarterly 

is  better  at  this  time  than  ever  within  my 
memory.  It  is  not  only  exceedingly  in¬ 
teresting,  but  is  of  such  practical  value 
that  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  use  any 
other  help.  (For  pupils.)  As  a  former 
adult  teacher  and  present  Sunday-school 
superintendent,  I  have  had  occasion  to 
become  familiar  with  many  books  and 
magazines  relating  to  the  Sunday-school 
lessons,  and  I  know  of  none  finer  in  every 
way  than  THE  SENIOR  QUARTERLY. 

“Sincerely  yours, 

“FRANK  H.  RYDER," 
President  of  the  Trey  Conference  Laymen's 
Association,  and  President  of  the  Buffalo 
Area  Laymen's  Association. 

ARE  you  using  THE  SENIOR 
QUARTERLY  in  your  Young 
People's  and  Adult  Classes?  If 
not,  send  for  a  free  sample  copy 
and  you  will  understand  Mr. 

Ryder’s  enthusiasm. 


The  price  is  but  7  cents  a  quarter,  cents 
a  year.  Address 

The  Methodist  Bodi  Concern 

CmaNNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chieai*  BmImi  DalnR  Pittibarfb 
Kaiwu  Otj  San  Fruidac*  PwtUnd,  Ora. 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  preached  a 
splendid  sermon.  Raised  for  the  day,  $110. 
Scott  Valley  Church  gave  $66  of  this  amount. 
The  Rev.  Moore  is  working  hard  to  bring  our 
church  at  Helena  to  the  front,  and  he  will 
succeed,  with  such  men  as  Prof.  Wilbur, 
principal  of  the  public  school  of  Helena.  The 
membership  is  small,  but  the  members  are 
loyal. — Rev.  Wm.  Moore,  Pastor;  Sam  Nel¬ 
son,  Reporter. 


Laurel,  Miss. — St. .  Paul  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  imder  the  leadership  of  the  Rev. 

G.  W.  Smith,  celebrated  its  thirty-first  an¬ 
niversary,  October  10-16.  Monday  night  the 
Sunday  school  rendered  an  excellent  pro¬ 
gram;  Tuesday  night,  the  young  people  of 
the  Epworth  League  rendered  a  musical  and 
dramatic  program,  which  was  a  grand  treat; 
Wednesday  night,  an  interdenominational 
oratorical  contest  among  the  city  churches. 
The  speaker  from  Wesley  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  won  first  prize,  a  gold  pencil; 
second  prize  was  won  by  the  speaker  from 
Pleasant  Baptist  Church.  Thursday  night, 
October  13,  an  interdenominational  choir  con¬ 
test  took  place,  the  first  honor  going  to  St. 
Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Friday 
night,  the  popular  widow  contest  came  off. 
Mrs.  M.  E.  McCann  and  Mrs.  B.  E.  Lee  were 
crowned  the  popular  widows.  Sunday,  at  11 
A.  M.,  a  love  feast  and  general  speaking 
meeting  was  h61d..  At  3  P.  M.  a  memorial 
service  was  held,  honoring  the  deceased  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church,  and  at  7.30  P.  M.  the  pas¬ 
tor  preached  a  powerful  anniversary  sermon. 
During  the  week,  $168.64  was  raised.  The 
Rev.  Smith  is  a  wide-awake  man,  and  knows 
how  to  raise  money.  He  has  put  on  another 
contest  between  Messrs.  J.  E.  Tyson  and  P. 

H.  Jones,  to  raise  money  for  the  debt  on  the 
church.  During  the  Quarterly  Conference  the 
members  expressed  their  wish  for  the  pastor’s 
return. — 'Miss  Nancy  J.  Houston,  Reporter. 

Omaha,  Neb. — Sunday,  October  22,  closed 
'a  wonderful  year’s  work  for  the  pastor  and 
members  of  Clair  Chapel  Church,  formerly 
Grove  Chapel.  With  the  determined  will  of 
of  our  good  pastor,  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Oville, 
we  pushed  the  battle  to  the  gate.  Those  who 
knew  the '  conditions  under  which  we  labored 
can  realize  and  appreciate  the  victory  that 
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we  have  achieved.  Too  much  praise  cannot 
be  given  the  Rev.  Oviile  for  the  manly  way 
in  which  he  has  sacrificed  to  marshal  hiis 
forces  so  as  to  better  housing  conditions.  Our 
church  is  small,  but  neat  and  comfortable. 
One  need  not  fear  attending  our  services  in 
■ero  weather,  as  our  heating  plant  is  in  good 
condition.  We  entered  into  the  parsonage 
Monday  night,  September  12,  almost  one 
month  after  our  opening  of  the  church.  The 
parsonage  is  commodious;  a  bungalow  build¬ 
ing  of  eight  rooms,  hardwood  floors,  and 
beautiful  woodwork.  It  is  one  to  be  aulmired 
by  any  congregation.  There  is  a  nice  large 
garden  and  a  garage.  We  are  singing, 
“Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow.” 
Since  our  arrival  into  new  quarters,  a  Tom 
Thumb  wedding  was  staged  for  the  amuse¬ 
ment  of  the  children,  and  adults  as  well.  This 
affair  was  quite  a  success,  with  a  musical 
program  preceding  the  wedding  party.  The 
wedding  was  given  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Lone  Star  Club,  which  is  one  of  the  financial 
assets  of  the  church.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
entertain  the  District  Conference  next  sum¬ 
mer.  Rev.  Oviile  has  made  many  friends  in 
this  city,  with  pastors  and  members  of  all 
congregations.  The  white  Methodist  min¬ 
isters  and  district  superintendent  have  stood 
by  him.  Our  membership  is'  growing,  and 
we  have  had  a  number  of  visitors  since  we 
entered  our  new  home.  The  Rev.  Oville’s 
evident  efiBciency  as  a  spiritual  preacher  and 
a  builder  cannot  be  excelled.  We  wish  to 
thank  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and 
Church  Extension  for  coming  to  our  rescue 
through  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  W.  A.  C. 
Hughes,  whom  we  wish  to  thank  also. — B.  A. 
Bostic,  Reporter. 

Oafney,  8.  C. — One  of  the  most  successful 
mock  Conferences  ever  conducted  in  this  com¬ 
munity  was  held  at  Dunton’s  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Friday,  November  4, 
the  birthday  of  the  pastor.  The  pastor  gave 


a  few  touching  remarks  on  brotherly  love, 
which  reached  the  hearts  of  all  who  heard 
him.  Afterward  the  roll  was  called  by  dis¬ 
tricts:  Beaufort  District,  Mrs.  M.  Lovey,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  $40.46;  Miss  A.  Lovey, 
Sisters  J.  Davis,  A.  Shifty,  H.  Smith,  $6  each; 
J.  Smith,  5B;  total,  $62.46.  Bennettsville, 
Mrs.  C.  Linder,  district  superintendent,  $4.06; 
Miss  J.  Smith,  $3.06;  D.  Falls,  $4.06;  S.  Epps, 
$6.26;  E.  Kirby,  $6.10;  A.  Tate,  $3;  J.  Calla¬ 
han,  $6;  D.  Griffin,  $2.60;  total,  $32.  Charles¬ 
ton,  Mrs.  Florence  West,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  $16;  M.  Dawkins,  $3.26;  F.  Estese, 
$8.60;  M.  Peppers,  $6;  H.  Pearson,  $1.60; 
B.  Knuckles,  $6.60;  C,  Henderson,  $6;  C. 
Childress,  $4.10;  E.  Petty,  $6;  total,  $47.60. 
Florence,  Mrs.  D.  Wilkin,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  $10;  A.  Crawford,  M.  Smith,  $5  each; 
T.  Littlejohn,  $1.60;  total,  $21.60.  Green¬ 
ville,  Mrs.  M.  W.  Smith,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  $10.16;  A.  Petty,  M.  Russell,  $6  each; 
I.  Littlejohn,  L.  Petty,  $6.10  each;  E.  Jef¬ 
feries,  $6;  A.  Epps,  $7.26;  total,  $42.60. 
Orangeburg,  Mrs.  G.  Woods,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  ^0;  M.  Littlejohn,  G.  Gist,  $6 
each;  A.  Harris,  $26.26;  R.  Kennedy,  $12; 
P.  Tally,  $16;  total,  $72.26.  Sumter,  Mrs.  A. 
Petty,  district  superintendent,  $10;  F.  Wil¬ 
liams,  40  cents;  M.  Petty,  $1.10;  M.  Gond- 
lock,  $3.10;  S.  Devore,  $10;  L.  Relloford, 
$6;  total,  $29.  Spartanburg,  Mrs.  M.  John¬ 
son,  district  superintendent,  $8;  M.  Bonner, 
$5;  L.  Smith,  $4;  total,  $17.  After  all  dis¬ 
tricts  had  reported,  the  pastor’s  wife,  Mrs. 
Belena  C.  Thomas,  reported  $16,  which  she 
had  raised,  making  a  grand  total  of  $346.10. 
ITie  pastor  came  forward  and  presented  a 
prise  of  to  Mrs.  Minnie  Laney,  who  raised 
$40.46,  the  highest  among  the  district  super¬ 
intendents;  ^  to  Mrs.  Annie  Harris,  who 
raised  $26.26,  the  highest  among  the  pastors. 
In  this  effort  we  have  paid  our  pastor  and 
presented  him  a  suit  of  clothes  for  a  birth¬ 
day  present. — Agnes  Petty,  Reporter. 


District  Activities 


District  Rotinds 

BEAUMONT  DISTRICT 

Fint  Round — Port  Arthur,  December  4,  6; 
St.  James,  4-6;  North  Beaumont  and  Silsbee 
circuit,  8,  9;  McCabe,  11,  12;  Orange,  11-13; 
Montgomery  circuit,  15,  16;  Conroe,  18,  19; 
Liberty,  31,  January  1;  Willis  circuit,  7,  8; 
Huntsville  and  Tye,  14,  16 ;  Camp  Ground,  14, 
16;  Huntsville  circuit,  14-17;  Hemphill  cir¬ 
cuit,  21,  22;  Jasper  and  Newton,  28,  29; 
Camilla  circuit,  February  4,  6;  Onalaska  cir¬ 
cuit,  11,  12;  Livingston  circuit,  18,  19;  Cor¬ 
rigan  and  Lufkin,  26,  26;  district  group  meet¬ 
ing,  at  Silsbee,  Texas,  Wednesday,  February 
29,  1928. 

Dear  Coworkers:  You  are  expected  to  out¬ 
line  an  SMlequate  church  program  for  1928 
that  will  best  serve  the  community  needs  of 
your  parish.  Then  if  this  is  followed  up 
prayerfully  and  zealously  worked  out,  you 
will  witness  the  greatest  year  of  your  min¬ 
istry.  I  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  do  any¬ 
thing  in  my  power  to  assist  you  in  bringing 
this  to  pass.  Extending  to  each  of  you  and 
yours  the  greetings  of  the  holiday  se^on,  I 
am,  prayerfully,  J.  W.  Gilder,  Dist.  Siipt. 

CHARLESTON  DISTRICT 
Fourth  Round— Harper’s  Ferry,  December 
7;  Summit  Point,  8;  cWrles  Town,  8;  Shep- 
herdstown,  9;  Hedgesville,  10;  Martinsburg, 
12;  Inwood,  13;  Moorefleld,  14;  Romney,  16; 
Parkersburg,  17;  Covington,  January  6;  Ron- 
ceverte,  6;  Union,  7;  Alderson,  9;  Seebert, 
10;  Lewlsburg,  11;  Hinton,  12;  Mt.  Hope, 
14;  Montgomery,  February  3;  Charleston,  6; 
Charleston  Mission,  6;  Riverview,  7;  Point 
Pleasant,  8;  Huntington,  10;  Paden  City,  14; 
Clarksburg,  16;  Buckhannon,  17, 

Dear  Brother:  We  are  on  the  last  lap  of 
the  journey,  and  confidently  desire  to  close 
our  Conference  year  with  a  shout  of  triumph. 
It  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  you  note  the 
following:  (1)  November  27,  full  assessment 
Morgan  College;  (2)  Full  accepted  appor¬ 
tionment  for  World  Service;  (3)  Evangelistic 


effort  resulting  in  increase  in  church  mem¬ 
bership;  (4)  Assessment  Summer  School  of 
Theology  and  Epworth  League  Institute. 
Ponder  over  the  quarter’s  motto,  “Stick  and 
Work”;  then  keep  all  claims  before  you  and 
raise  them.  The  Charleston  District  must  not 
lag.  Fraternally  yours,  E.  Adolph  Haynes, 
Dist.  Supt.,  736  Water  Street,  Clarksburg, 
W.  Va, 

CORPUS  CHRISTI  DISTRICT 
First  Bound — Bloomington  Ct.,  December 
17,  18;  Beeville  Ct.,  24,  26;  Odum  Ct.,  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  2;  Corpus  Christ!,  7,  8;  Kingsville,  16, 
16;  Bishop  Ct.,  16,  16;  Edinburg  and  San 
Juan,  21,  22;  Harlengen  Ct.,  28,  29;  Falfurrias 
Ct.,  February  6,  7;  Brownsville,  6,  6;  Goliad, 
11,  12;  Raymondsvllle  17,  18. — Jesse  J.  Har- 
demon,  Dist.  Supt. 

HUNTSVILLE  DISTRICT 
First  Round — Huntsville  Ct.,  November  6, 
6;  Warrior  and  Bangor,  11-13;  Trlana  Ct.,  19, 
20;  Bellmina  and  Gimtersville,  December  3- 
6;  Ardmore  Mission,  6;  Madison  and  Spring- 
hill,  10,  11;  Scottsboro  Ct.,  16-18;  Albany  and 
Johnson  Chapel,  23-26;  Decatur,  30,  January 
1;  Center  Grove  Ct.,  7,  8;  Huntsville,  13-16; 
Athens  and  Oakland,  20-22;  Sheffield,  28. 

Brethren:  In  view  of  the  great  need  of 
money  for  the  advancement  of  our  great 
church,  and  in  view  of  God’s  great  gift  to 
the  world  in  giving  His  Son,  let  each  one  of 
us,  on  December  2,  make  our  first  pull  for 
World  Service.  Ask  each  member  to  give  $1. 
Remember,  each  one  of  us  has  pledged  to 
give  our  service  on  the  26th  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber.  Yours  for  the  Master,  J.  W.  Whit¬ 
field,  Dist.  Supt. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

LAUREL,  MISS. 

Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
by  the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  W.  H. 
Smith,  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  October  28-30.  All  officers  and  local 
preachers  were  present  with  good  reports. 


After  the  business  session,  the  pastors  and 
members  honored  the  district  superintendent 
with  a  reception.  Visitors  present  were:  the 
Revs.  J.  D.  Brown,  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church;  R.  M.  Golightly,  Presbyterian 
Church;  S.  K.  Owens,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Church;  E.  P.  Chapman,  Wes¬ 
ley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Brown,  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Smith.  Each  guest 
honored  the  district  superintendent  with 
choice  words,  to  which  he  responded  in  an 
eloquent  way.  A  delicious  repast  was  en¬ 
joyed  by  all  present.  On  Sunday  night,  Oc¬ 
tober  30,  the  district  superintendent  preached 
a  soul-stirring  sermon  on  “Faith.” — 'Miss 
Nancy  J.  Houston,  Reporter. 

MARIANNA,  ARK. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Marianna  circuit  was  held  in  Lee’s  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  October  22  and 
28,  with  our  honored  district  superintendent, 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Hatchett,  presiding.  This 
quarter  was  one  of  marked  success  through¬ 
out.  The  official  staff  was  alert  with  round 
reports.  The  superintendent  was  paid  in 
full.  On  Sunday  night,  the  Rev.  Hatchett 
used  for  his  text,  “Rest  For  the  Soul.”  He 
was  at  h's  best,  and  a  thrilling  sermon  was 
delivered  by  him.  This  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  will  ever  be  remembered  by  us  for  its 
pleasure.  Ninety-one  persons  communed. 
One  member  from  the  Baptist  Church  united 
with  us.  Nine  infants  were  baptized.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  fourth  quarter,  $222.86  was  raised; 
paid  the  pastor,  $106.66. — Rev.  R.  B.  Max¬ 
well,  Pastor;  Mrs.  C.  W.  Thompson,  Repor¬ 
ter. 

MAYSFIELD,  TEXAS 
The  Milam  Grove  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Maysfleld  held  its  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  October  22  and  23.  The  Rev.  J.  W. 
Downs,  our  efficient  district  superintendent, 
presided  with  power  and  dignity.  On  Satur¬ 
day  evening,  at  the  east  end  of  the  charge, 
Port  Sullivan,  the  business  session  was  held. 
At  11  A.  M.  the  Rev.  Downs  delivered  a 
powerful  sermon  from  Isaiah  6.  8:  “Here  am 
I,  send  me.”  The  Lord’s  Supper  was  ad¬ 
ministered  to  forty-4ive  persons.  From  Port 
Sullivan  we  came  to  Milam  Grove,  where  the 
Rev.  Downs  preached  and  selected  for  his 
text  1  Kings  18.  21.  Our  hearts  were  made 
glad  by  this  wonderful  message.  Our  be¬ 
loved  pastor  was  at  his  post  with  all  energy 
and  zeal.  The  amount  of  $66.88  was  raised. 
The  Rev.  E.  Smith  is  putting  forth  strenu¬ 
ous  efforts  to  put  the  program  over.  The 
following  Sunday,  October  30,  our  final  judg¬ 
ment  rally  was  conducted,  with  twenty-four 
elders.  We  laid  on  the  table,  in  spite  of  the 
Inclement  weather,  $144.94.  We  are  proud 
of  these  men  of  God.  Pray  for  us  that  wc 
may  make  a  round  report  at  the  Annual 
Conference. — Rev.  Esau  Smith,  Pastor;  Evans 
T.  Smith,  Reporter. 

VANCE,  MISS. 

Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
October  22  and  23  at  St.  Michael  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  with  the  Rev.  C.  W .  But¬ 
ler,  district  superintendent,  presiding.  Most 
of  the  officers  were  present  with  good  reports. 
The  business  session  was  held  Saturday  eve- 
ning,  October  22.  Our  pastor  being  ill,  was 
unable  to  meet  with  us.  The  Rev.  Butier 
preached  two  able  sermons  to  a  crowded 
house.  The  good  members  spared  no  pains 
in  entertaining  the  Conference.  The  church 
has  taken  on  new  Inspiration  toward  the  good 
cause.  We  paid  our  superintendent  in  full; 
raised  for  the  pastor,  $30.  Total  raised  dur¬ 
ing  the  quarter,  $91.  Pray  for  our  success. 

WEST  POINT,  GA. 

'  The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
West  Point  charge  was  held  October  29  and 
■  30,  with  the  district  superintendent.  Rev.  J. 

B.  Maddux,  in  charge,  at  New  Cannon  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  spirit  ran 
high,  and  the  sermons  by  the  superintendent 
were  very  inspiring.  One  joined  the  church. 
At  the  close  of  the  services,  the  district  su- 
I  perintendent  was  paid  in  full,  and  a  nice  sum 
was  given  to  the  pastor.  Nine  dollars  were 
I  collected  for  the  trustees.  Collection  for  the 
1  day,  $48.26.— Rev.  R.  R.  Oneal,  Pastor;  E. 
L.  Johnson,  Reporter. 
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Schedule  of  Annual  Conferences,  Fall,  1927 


Conference 

Place 

Date 

Bldhi^ 

Weat  TexM 

San  Antonio^  Tez. 

Novenher  80 

Jones 

Uttle  Ro(^ 

UtUe  Rock,  Ark. 

November  80 

Clair 

Savannah 

Bladuhear,  Ga. 

December  1 

Richardson 

Sonth  Carolina 

Charleston,  &  C 

December  8 

Rlchardstm 

Atlanta 

McOononA  Oa. 

December  14 

Richardson 

South  Florida 

Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

January  19 

Richardson 

Missiaslppi 

Jackson,  Miss. 

January  28 

Thlrkield 

Florida 

Gainesville,  Fla. 

January  26. 

Richardson 

Upper  Mississippi 

Grenada,  Miss. 

February  1 

Mead 

Washington 

Baltimore,  Md. 

March  21 

Locke 

Delaware 

PhiladelpUa,  Pa. 

March  28 

Jones 

Lexington 

Chicago,  HI. 

April  11 

Clair 

(Central  Missouri 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

April  18 

Clair 

Reports  of  District  Conferences 


WILMINGTON  DISTRICT 

The  fifth  annual  session  of  Wilmington  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Delaware  Conference  convened 
on  October  18,  in  the  Haven  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  of  Wilmington,  Dela.,  the  first 
city  of  the  first  State,  and  adjourned  on  the 
evening  of  October  20. 

Tuesday  afternoon,  just  about  half  an  hour 
before  the  scheduled  time,  this  reporter  came 
to  tile  scene,  and  upon  entering  the  church 
looked  into  the  anteroom,  where  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  candidates  sat  in  conference  with  the 
Board  of  Examiners.  Some  sought  license 
to  preach,  some  to  be  examined  in  courses 
of  study,  some  admission  on  trial,  others  or¬ 
ders  in  the  church.  Candidate  and  examiner 
both  were  working  zealously — candidate  to 
))ass,  and  examiner  to  protect  the  interest  of 
tlie  board  and  his  church. 

At  7.80  o’clock  was  the  opening  of  the 
public  sessions.  Bro.  G.  W.  Johnson  con¬ 
ducted  the  devotions.  The  fire  began  to 
burn,  so  that  when  the  Rev.  O.  H.  Spence,  of 
the  Easton  District,  was  presented  as  the 
bearer  of  the  annual  message,  the  Spirit  of 
God  was  moving  through  the  church.  Bro. 
Spence  spoke  from  the  subject,  “Loyalty.” 
His  three  subdivisions  were:  “Loyalty  to 
^od.  Loyalty  to  the  State,  and  Loyalty  to 
"Truth.”  His  sermon  we  shall  not  soon  for¬ 
get.  Following  the  message  an  offering  was 
taken,  after  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Woodley, 
our  district  superintendent,  came  down  within 
the  communion  rail  and,  assisted  by  Drs.  W. 
C.  Jason,  J.  R.  Brown,  and  Bro.  C.  B.  Miles, 
consecrated  the  elements  and  administered 
to  the  vast  numbers  that  were  there  the  sac¬ 
rament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

At  7  A.  M.  the  Rev.  M.  H.  Murphy  con¬ 
ducted  the  morning  watch.  A  goodly  number 
was  present.  At  9  o’clock  the  Rev.  Pearl 
Brown  conducted  the  devotions.  The  district 
superintendent  took  the  chair  and  called  the 
Conference  to  order  and  entered  into  or¬ 
ganizing.  Persons  elected  to  oflSce  were;  Mrs. 
Rachel  Brown,  secretary;  W.  G.  Matthews, 
statistician,  and  D.  G.  Waters,  chorister. 

His  Honor,  Mayor  Forrest,  of  the  city, 
came  in  and,  in  absence  of  the  governor,  wel¬ 
comed  the  Conference  on  behalf  of  both  city 
and  State.  Mayor  Forrest  did  himself 
credit,  but  no  more  so  than  Dr.  W.  C.  Jason, 
who  responded. 

From  the  reports  that  were  made  coming 
from  the  respective  charges,  one  got  to  see 
how  well  the  men  on  the  district  have  been 
studying  with  the  district  superintendent  the 
many-sided  problems  of  the  work  and  had 
found  a  solution.  After  the  welcome  address 
and  response  were  made,  the  reports  of  pas¬ 
tors,  followed  by  reports  of  local  preachers, 
exhorters,  district  stewards,  Sunday  school, 
and  all  the  other  organizations  and  commit¬ 
tees  amenable  to  the  District  Conference. 

Bro.  Stephen  Fullan,  at  2  P.  M.,  conducted 
the  devotional  exercises,  thus  opening  the 
afternoon  session.  Some  few  reports  were 
made,  and  then  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Bullen  read 
a  paper  on  “Applied  Evangelism.”  The  Rev. 
J.  T.  Wallace  read  one  on  “The  Church  Va¬ 
cation  School  and  Its  Effect.”  Each  essayist 
gave  to  his  hearers  the  benefit  of  his  amassed 
I  in  formation.  These  papers  paved  the  way 
^for  the  oncoming  of  a  sea  of  oratory.  Men 
bringing  fraternal  greetings  from  their  re¬ 
spective  districts  were  introduced  and  spoke 


in  the  following  order:  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Thomp¬ 
son,  the  young  Gamaliel  of  the  Easton  Dis¬ 
trict,  brought  greetings  from  his  district;  the 
Rev.  C.  T.  Covington,  a  John  the  Baptist  of 
the  Salisbury  District,  let  loose  his  invectives 
against  what  he  describes  as  being  the  sins 
of  the  mighty,  and  Dr.  C.  W.  PiUlet,  from 
the  Philadelphia  District.  These  gentlemen 
will  not  soon  forget  the  Conference,  and  surely 
not  the  response  to  their  greetings  that  was 
made  by  the  Rev.  D.  G.  Waters. 

A  matter  that  is  unsurpassed  in  impor¬ 
tance,  and  constantly  being  kept  before  the 
Washington  and  Delaware  Conferences,  is  the 
Morgan  College  crusade.  Dr.  A.  J.  Mitchel, 
the  field  secretary,  presented  his  cause  in  an 
unusually  appealing  way.  His  appeal 
brought  the  afternoon  session  to  a  close. 

The  spirit  of  the  leadership  of  the  Wil¬ 
mington  District  is  democracy,  and  not  autoc¬ 
racy.  No  keener  demonstration  of  this  could 
have  been  seen  than  that  which  was  seen  on 
Wednesday  evening.  After  supper  the  Rev. 
K.  S.  Stewart  conducted  the  devotions,  and 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Colburn,  a  prominent  lay¬ 
man  of  the  district  and  the  city  of  Wilming¬ 
ton,  presided.  The  Rav.  Mr.  Walter  H. 
Lofthouse,  Ph.D.,  district  superintendent  of 
the  Poughkeepsie  District,  New  York  Confer¬ 
ence,  delivered  the  inspirational  message,  one 
that  lifted  us  up  to  the  heights  of  thought 
and  vision.  This  address  was  followed  by  a 
paper,  “Should  the  General  Conference  Re¬ 
adjust  Her  Foreign  Relations?  If  so.  How?” 
written  by  Dr.  W.  C.  Jason.  The  paper  was 
a  r6sum6  of  facts,  describing  the  present  for¬ 
eign  relations  of  the  church,  the  develop¬ 
ments  of  its  foreign  fields,  and  the  attending 
demands  for  change. 

The  next  item  was  a  symposium  on  “Pro¬ 
hibition.’!  The  Rev.  J.  M.  Dickerson  dis¬ 
cussed  “Its  Hindrances.”  Bro.  Dickerson 
presented  some  six  or  seven  points  as  out¬ 
standing  hindrances  to  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment,  which  points  he  backed  up  with 
arguments  worthy  of  notice.  The  Rev.  Evan 
M.  Hurley  discussed  the  “Remedy”  for  the 
hindrances.  These  discussions  brought  the 
evening  session  to  a  close. 

Thursday  morning  there  were  shouts  of 
victory  heard  during  the  hour  of  the  morning 
watch.  The  Rev.  W.  L.  Stewart  conducted 
that  service,  and  every  man  spoke  in  his  own 
ton^e.  Bro.  J.  A.  Clark  conducted  the  de¬ 
votional  exercise.  A  heartfelt  message  fol¬ 
lowed  on  “The  Possibility  of  Conquering  as 
Jesus  Conquered.”  The  old  Methodist  fire 
was  there.  The  Rev.  E.  B.  Green,  the 
preacher,  felt  his  message  first,  and  then  like 
a  cyclone  it  came  down  to  every  hearer.  A 
brief  business  session  followed,  reports  from 
committees  on  examinations,  passing  of  reso¬ 
lutions,  and  then  adjournment. 

The  Woman’s  Home  and  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Societies,  together  with  the  Ladies’  Aid, 
observed  their  anniversaries.  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Dickerson  presided  in  the  absence  of  Miss 
Carrie  Wiggans.  The  session  was  very  in¬ 
teresting.  A  representative  of  the  national 
body  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  brought  the  message.  In  it  she  sur¬ 
veyed  the  activities  of  that  organization 
among  all  the  groups  of  our  land.  Mrs.  W. 
C.  Thompson  presented  the  cause  of  The 
Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and 
very  fittingly  brought  to  a  close  her  address 
with  an  appeal  for  a  district  organization. 


and  before  yielding  the  floor  she  saw  to  It 
that  such  an  organisation  was  had. 

The  closing  session  of  tte  Conference  ap¬ 
proached  with  much  anticipation,  for  it  was 
“An  evening  with  the  educators.”  The  Rev. 
T.  E.  Randall  conducted  the  devotional  ex¬ 
ercises.  After  preliminary  remark  W  the 
district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  F.  L. 
Tomilson  presented  a  paper  on  “flayer  and- 
Its  Effect.”  It  was  a  splendid  production. 
Principal  T.  H.  Kiah,  of  Princess  Anne 
Academy,  upon  arising  to  speidc  in  the  inter¬ 
est  of  that  school,  spoke  on  the  subject  of 
prayer  also.  President  J.  O.  Spencer,  being 
unable  to  be  present,  sent  in  his  stead  Dean 
Haywood,  who  represented  Morgan  College 
in  a  brief  but  telling  address.  lliiB  final 
session  of  the  Conference  was  presided  over 
by  Prof.  H.  S.  Wilson,  another  outstanding 
layman  of  the  church  and  Conference. 

The  pastor,  Rev.  J.  L.  Taylor,  is  to  be 
congratulated  for  his  evenness  of  t^per.  He 
met  the  overflow  of  attendance,  both  from  his 
district  and  every  other  district  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware  Conference.  He  found  be^  for  them 
and  enough  food  for  their  hungry  mouths. 
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Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  leadership 
of  the  district  superintendent  in  the  person 
of  Dr.  T.  H.  Woodley.  Dayman  and  preacher 
both  sang  his  praises  throughout  the  entire 
Conference. 

The  Conference  adjourned,  having  selected 
Chestertown,  Md.,  as  its  next  place  of  meet¬ 
ing  one  year  hence. — Evan  M.  Hurley,  Re¬ 
porter. 
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ZnT“if it  X  Indianapolis  District  Sug- 

sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  L.  H.  rvocf  rt  rrrov-kVic 

Lathan  from  Rom.  8.  16;  theme,  “The  gCafU'grcipilo 

Adoption.”  In  his  usual  manner  he  electri-  Jt  jg  not  my  purpose  in  these  suggestion-o- 
fled  and  inspired  the  audience.  At  2.30  P.  M.  graphs  to  deal  with  details  in  church  man- 
devotional  service  was  conducted  by  dele-  agement,  only  incidentally.  Our  primary 
gates  from  Biloxi  and  Bond,  after  which  the  concern  is  with  fundamental  principles  and 
organisation  was  perfected.  The  Rev.  A.  W.  factors  in  church  organisation  and  planning. 

Wilks  was  elected  secretary;  the  Rev.  J.  The  employment  of  the  best  methods  at  every 
J.  Ford,  statistical  secretary;  the  Rev.  E.  A.  point  is  essential,  but  we  must  dig  deeper  and 
Wilson,  treasurer;  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Lathan,  jj^y  our  foundations  on  bedrock  or  we  cannot 
representative  of  the  Southwestern  Christian  hope  to  have  a  permanent  structure.  Too 
Advocate,  and  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Shimpert,  re-  many  pastors  and  church  ofScers  are  content 
porter  to  same.  The  various  committees  were  ^o  do  superficial  work.  Instead  of  church  en- 
^pointed  as  follows:  Pjlnance,  ^e  Revs.  P.  gineers,  building  organizations  to  stand  and 
H.  Rembert,  J.  H.  Lathan,  J.  Gaddis,  and  grow  for  centuries  to  come,  they  are  mere 
J.  J.  Ford;  resoluUons,  the  Revs.  J.  M.  church  tinkers,  patching  up  weak  points  in 
Shumpert,  G.  A.  Britton,  and  J.  J.  Ford.  ^he  old  organization  as  a  tailor  puts  a  new 
Dr.  D.  E.  Vickers,  pastor  of  the  Meth-  patch  on  an  out-worn  garment.  Others  are 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  of  Ocean  church  jugglers,  satished  with  attracting 
Springs;  his  wife,  and  Mrs.  Rice,  president  popular  attention  and  admiration  by  doing  DaMouUn  Bra*.  A  Co.,  Daft  41; 

of  The  Woman’s  Homa  Missionary  Society  of  sensational  rather  than  permanent  things.  _ 

the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  instead  of  studying  statesmanship  in  church 
the  Rev.  J.  M.  Thompson,  pastor  of  Mace-  management,  they  depend  on  makeshifts  and 
donia  Baptist  Church,  were  introduced,  and  try  short-cuts  to  reputation  and  glory.  They 
each  one  made  very  pleasing  and  encourag-  are  no  sooner  gone  than  their  plans  are  for- 
ing  addresses.  The  Rev.  M.  P.  Johnson  re-  gotten,  their  policies  are  obliterated,  their 
sponded  In  behalf  of  the  convention.  Friday  y,ork  falls  to  pieces,  and  they  become  fruitless 
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its  full  share  in  helping  with  the  program 
of  the  national  society.  This  is  an  appeal  to 
auxiliary,  district,  and  Conference  members. 
So  let  us  go  forth  and  believe  in  ourselves, 
because  “T^o  knoweth  whether  thou  art  come 
to  the  Kingdom  for  such  a  time  as  this?”  (Es¬ 
ther  4.  14).— Mrs.  F.  W.  Williams,  Confer¬ 
ence  Recording  Secretary. 
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Let  Me  Walk  With  the  Men 

in  the  Road 


By  Walter  J.  Gresha 


’Tis  only  a  half-truth  the  poet  has  sung 
, ,  ^Ofythe  house  by  the  side  of  the  way, 

Our  Master  had  neither  a  house  nor  a  home, 
But  He  walked  with  the  crowd  day  by  day 
And  I  think  when  I  hear  of  the  poet’s  desire. 
That  a  house  by  the  road  would  be  good; 
But  service  is  found  in  its  tenderest  form 
When  we  walk  with  the  crowd  in  the  road. 


So  I  say,  let  us  walk  with  the  men  in  the  road. 
Let  us  seek  out  the  burdens  that  crush. 

Let  us  speak  a  kind  word  of  good  cheer  to  the 
weak. 

Who  are  falling  behind  in  the  rush. 

There  are  wounds  to  be  healed,  there  are 
breaks  we  must  mend. 

There’s  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  give; 

And  the  man  in  the  road  by  the  side  of  his  friend. 
Is  the  man  who  has  learned  how  to  live. 


Then  tell  us  no  more  of  the  house  by  the  road. 
There  is  only  one  place  we  can  live; 

It’s  there  with  the  men  who  are  toiling  along. 
Who  are  needing  the  cheer  we  can  give. 


It  is  pleasant  to  live  in  the  house  by  the  way. 
And  befriend  as  the  poet  has  said; 

But  the  Master  is  bidding  us,  “Bear  ye  their 
load. 

For  your  rest  waiteth  yonder  ahead.” 

I  could  not  remain  in  the  house  by  the  road. 
And  watch  as  the  toilers  go  on. 

Their  faces  beclouded  with  pain  and  with  sin. 
So  burdened,  their  strength  nearly  gone. 

I’ll  go  to  their  side.  I’ll  speak  in  good  cheer. 

I’ll  help  them  to  carry  their  load; 

And  I’ll  smile  at  the  man  in  the  house  by  the 
way. 

As  I  walk  with  the  crowd  in  the  road. 

Out  there  in  the  road  that  goes  by  the  house 
Where  the  poet  is  singing  his  song. 

I’ll  walk  and  I’ll  work  midst  the  heat  of  the  day. 
And  I’ll  help  falling  brothers  along. 

Too  busy  to  live  in  the  house  by  the  way. 

Too  happy  for  such  an  abode. 

And  my  heart  sings  its  praise  to  the  Master  of 
all, 

W’ho  is  helping  us  serve  in  the  road. 


988 


TEffi  SOUTH WESXERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  December  1,  1927 


President  Points  Out  Danger  in 
National  Wealth 

Political  Parties,  Issues,  and  Candidates 
By  Harry  E.  WoQlever 

Editor  of  Tho  National  MothodUt  Prut 


PRESIDENT  COOUDGE,  like  all  his 
predecessors  since  Ldncoln,  except  War¬ 
ren  G.  Harding,  journeyed  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  receive  the  gold  medal  of  the  Union 
League  of  that  city,  which  was  organized  in 
1862  to  support  the  Union  cause.  President 
Harding  had  been  voted  this  distinction,  but 
died  before  the  consummation  of  the  cere¬ 
mony.  Honorary  life  membership  was  also 
given  the  President;  the  oniy  other  holding 
such  rank  in  this  historic  League  is  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States,  former  Presi¬ 
dent  William  Howard  Taft.  No  group  of  so 
many  distinguished  citizens  of  the  Keystone 
State  had  ever  gathered  to  receive  a  Presi¬ 
dent  as  on  this  occasion.  From  the  arrival 
of  the  President’s  Special  until  its  departure, 
the  Chief  Executive  was  acclaimed  by  the  pop¬ 
ulace  upon  the  streets  as  well  as  by  political, 
industrial,  educational,  and  civic  leaders. 

The  journey  from  the  White  House  led  to 
one  of  the  strongholds  of  Republicanism,  but 
even  this  fact  did  not  justify  expectation  of 
an  ovation  such  as  was  accorded.  Former 
Governor  Sproul,  president  of  the  Union 
League,  in  his  remarks  of  presentation,  turned 
from  his  manuscript  and,  addressing  the 
President,  said:  “I  wanted  you  to  see  what 
these  worthwhile  people  think  of  you,  how 
they  trust  you,  how  they  approve  of  you  and 
your  works,  how  they  ratify  your  judgment, 
and  believe  in  things  you  believe,  how  they 
respect  your  prudence,  admire  your  courage, . 
and  how  they  will  stand  by  you,  Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  as  a  national  leader  in  whatever  course 
you  may  choose  to  outline  for  your  future.” 

The  great  gathering  which  had  followed  in¬ 
tently  every  word  aimed  to  pierce  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  armor  of  non-commitment  upon  the 
meaning  of  his  South  Dakota  declaration, 
burst  into  vigorous  and  prolonged  applause 
and  cheers.  Any  avowed  candidate  seeking 
the  support  of  the  leadership  of  a  great  party 
would  have  heartily  welcomed  that  expres¬ 
sion.  But  Calvin  Coolidge  faced  that  call 
to  succeed  himself  in  the  White  House  with¬ 
out  the  slightest  indication  as  to  the  course 
he  would  follow.  This  writer  was  within  arm’s 
length  of  the  President,  watching  closely  for 
the  slightest  indication  of  an  emotional  re¬ 
sponse  which  might  reveal  his  present  inner 
attitude  relative  to  1928.  The  features  of 
this  Vermonter  could  have  been  no  more  im¬ 
passive  had  they  been  outlined  in  the  granite 
of  his  native  State.  Never  was  there  a  more 
apparent  indifference  to  a  great  ovation  than 
on  this  occasion.  That  Calvin  Coolidge  has 
a  complete  mastery  of  himself  was  never 
more  clearly  revealed.  At  the  close  of  the 
address  the  assembly  finally  scattered,  and 
the  President  made  his  way  back  to  the  Capi¬ 
tal  with  no  one  other  than  Calvin  Coolidge  the 
wiser  as  to  how  comprehensive  is  his  state¬ 
ment  made  on  August  2:  “I  do  not  choose  to 
run  for  President  in  nineteen  twenty-eight.” 

THE  PRESIDENT’S  ADDRESS 
The  President  delivered  an  address  which 
reviewed  the  history  of  the  nation,  especially 
since  the  founding  of  the  Union  League  dur¬ 
ing  Civil  War  days.  His  message  for  the 
most  part  was  a  clear-cut  declaration  of  Re¬ 
publican  policies,  and  gave  a  forecast  of  what 
Congress  will  be  asked  to  do.  He  especially 
stressed  the  protective  tariff,  attributing  to  it 
our  unrivalea  growth  as  a  strong  and  wealthy 
nation.  “Any  material  reduction  in  our  gen¬ 
eral  tariff  rates  would  ultimately  result  in  a 
drastic  deflation  of  agriculturai  and  industrial 
values,  in  the  rate  of  wages,  and  in  the 
standards  of  living.  Under  our  present  sys¬ 
tem  our  foreign  commerce  has  reached  the 
highest  peace-time  record,  and  our  national 
income  has  steadily  increased  to  the  enormous 
proportions  of  $90,000,000,000  for  the  last 
calendar  year.  This  represents  a  volume  of 
production  and  trade  far  in  excess  of  that 


which  any  other  country  ever  reached.  It 
is  the  zenith  of  our  prosperity.” 

TESTING  THE  NATION’S  SOUL 

After  referring  to  the  development  of  our 
great  national  principles,  he  again  revealed 
the  fact  which  most  secular  journals  over¬ 
look,  but  a  fact  which  Christian  people  face 
with  concern  as  they  note  the  growth  of  ma¬ 
terialism  in  this  country.  The  President  evi¬ 
dently  senses  this  national  danger.  He  said: 
“We  have  demonstrated  that  we  were  able 
to  meet  adversity  and  overcome  it.  The  test 
which  now  confronts  the  nation  is  that  of 
prosperity.  There  is  nothing  more  likely  to 
reveal  the  soul  of  a  people.  History  is  lit¬ 
tered  with  stories  of  nations  destroyed  by 
their  own  wealth.”  The  fight  against  the 
evils  which  have  usually  attended  wealth  is 
the  one  now  calling  upon  all  the  moral  and 
Christian  resources  of  our  country.  Other 
civilizations  have  succumbed  to  the  moral  de¬ 
cay  which  wealth  and  luxury  have  brought, 
but  no  other  great  nation  has  had  the  benefit 
of  that  vitalized  Christianity,  with  a  grow¬ 
ing  emphasis  upon  the  regeneration  of  the 
wh^ole  life  of  the  nation,  such  as  is  known  in 
the  United  States. 

This  is  another  time  when  the  strength  of 
the  church  is  to  bear  the  real  test  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  Only  the  Christian  citizenship  of  this 
land  is  able  to  guide  rightly  the  nation  in 
_,this  day  of  unparalleled  wealth — a  wealth 
which,  while  not  equitably  divided,  is  more 
generally  distributed  than  has  been  the  case  in 
any  other  major  nation.  The  common  peo¬ 
ple,  who  are  the  strength  of  a  government, 
are  now  facing  the  dangers  which  a  margin 
of  wealth  has  always  brought.  The  Presi¬ 
dent,  who  has  expressed  his  conviction  that 
this  nation  is  built  upon  religious  founda¬ 
tions,  believes  “the  heart  of  the  nation  is 
sound,”  and  that  the  people  are  ready  to  give 
their  efforts  to  maintain  it  as  they  did  to 
build  it.  It  is  most  encouraging  that  the 
voice  of  the  Chief  Executive,  heeded  as  none 
other  in  America,  is  raised  with  those  which 
seek  in  these  days  of  prosperity  to  point  the 
nation  to  higher  ideals  and  worthier  goals 
than  the  possession  of  gold.  May  America 
realize  her  blessings  and  consecrate  her 
wealth  and  its  power  to  those  ends  which 
are  pleasing  to  the  God  of  nations. 

CALL  FOR  ENFORCEMENT  PLANK 

The  Idaho  senator’s  address  may  be  sum¬ 
marized  in  part.  He  charged  that  the  major 
political  parties  are  trying  to  avoid  a  posi¬ 
tive  declaration  upon  the  Eighteenth  Amend¬ 
ment  and  its  enforcement,  in  the  hope  of  ob¬ 
taining  votes  by  misleading  the  voters.  He 
denounced  such  tactics,  declaring  that  the 
Constitution  was  being  assailed,  and  that  if 
a  party  did  not  defend  the  Constitution,  its 
usefulness  had  ceased.  He  said  that  a  party 
which  did  not  declare  its  purpose  to  enforce 
actively  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  would 
not  enforce  it,  and  all  that  the  criminal  classes 
asked  for  of  the  political  parties  was  that 
they  be  silent  and  indifferent.  They  seek 
nullification,  knowing  that  the  amendment 
will  not  be  repealed. 

“The  Eighteenth  Amendment  is  part  of  the 
Constitution.  It  was  approved  by  forty-six 
States.  It  is  either  a  wise  provision,  bene¬ 
ficial  to  the  people  of  the  country,  and  ought 
to  be  maintained  and  enforced  or  be  re¬ 
pealed.”  He  declared  that  no  party  pro¬ 
posed  to  repeal  it.  He  said  that  the  partisan 
leaders  know  they  cannot  repeal  it,  because 
the  people  are  overwhelmingly  for  the  Eight¬ 
eenth  Amendment  and  the  Supreme  Court 
has  upheld  it.  Therefore  the  only  honorable 
thing  which  a  party  desirous  of  serving  the 
people  can  do  is  to  enforce  it. 

“You  will  find  plenty  of  people  who  have 
no  decisive  views  upon  the  tariff.  You  will 


find  plenty  of  people  who  are  In  doubt  about 
how  to  solve  the  problem  of  farm  relief,  .  . 
But  you  will  not  find  anyone  without  decisive 
views  on  the  EJghteenth  Amendment.  This 
is  the  Issue  which  it  Is  proposed  to  keep  out 
of  the  campaign.  What  an  interesting  cam¬ 
paign  it  will  be  I”  ^ 

Personal  and  General 

— We  extend  our  sympathy  to  the  Rev.  W. 
J.  M.  Price,  our  pastor  at  Bunkie,  La.,  in 
the  death  of  his  younger  and  only  brother, 
P'  F.  Price,  who  died  in  Beaumont,  Texas, 
Thursday,  November  17.  Mr.  Price  had  been 
an  employee  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway 
System  for  forty  years. 

—Announcement  is  made  of  the  happy  mar¬ 
riage  on  Tuesday  evening,  November  15, 
1927,  at  87  Kinniard  St.,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
of  Mr.  Albert  A.  Harris  and  Miss  Ella  Mae 
Roan,  prominent  in  church  and  social  circles 
of  the  city.  The  bride,  for  the  past  fifteen 
years,  has  been  the  capable  organist  of  the 
Fourth  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Boston. 

— Self-help  through  the  expressional  art  of 
song  is  the  way  the  Fourth  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  is  augmenting  the  amount  of 
their  building.  Under  the  skillful  leadership 
of  the  pastor.  Rev.  O.  B.  Quick,  their  church 
quartet,  which  is  highly  popular  in  Boston, 
is  giving  concerts  in  that  city  from  which  is 
being  realized  an  appreciable  sum  in  the 
direction  of  their  proposed  new  building. 
This  Wesley  Quartet  is  composed  of  Mari¬ 
onette  Scruggs,  soprano;  Ella  M.  Roan, 
contralto;  Sidney  Blackman,  tenor;  J.  Mil- 
ton  Arbuckle,  bass  and  dramatic  reader;  with 
Ella  France  Jones,  accompanist. 

— Bishop  Edwin  Holt  Hughes,  of  the  Chicago 
Area,  delivered  the  Mendenhall  Lectures  at 
DePauw  University  during  the  week  of  Oc¬ 
tober  17-21.  The  title  of  the  first  lecture 
was  “Music  and  Life.”  It  was  an  apt  cor¬ 
relation  of  theme  and  setting,  as  the  series 
of  five  lectures  was  held  in  connection  witli 
a  conference  on  church  music  held  at  the 
same  time  in  Meharry  Hall  of  the  University. 
The  bishop  also  addressed  the  student  body  ^ 
assembled  in  chapel  service  each  morning. 
The  series  of  formal  lectures  will,  of  course, 
be  published  in  book  form  that  the  wide 
public  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  bishop’s 
wise  and  timely  utterances.  The  conference 
on  music  discussed  such  themes  as  “The  De¬ 
velopment  of  Music  in  the  Church,”  “The 
Organ  as  an  Instrument  of  Worship,”  “Mu¬ 
sic  in  the  Program  of  Religious  Education,” 
“An  Hour  with  the  Music  of  the  Methodist 
Hymnal.”  Dr.  Carl  F.  Price,  president  of 
the  New  York  Hymn  Society,  gave  two  lec¬ 
tures:  “The  Story  of  the  Hymns,”  and  the 
“Hymns  of  the  Wesleys.”  Editor  A.  J. 
Bucher,  of  the  Chri.stlan  Apologist,  spoke  on 
“Thoughts  on  the  Origin  and  Mission  of  Con¬ 
gregational  Singing.” 
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The  Call  to  Foreign  Missions 

By  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

^FTER  a  year  of  exhaustive  study  of  the  field  and  of  the  present  world  situation  by  our  Secretaries  and  Commission,  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  declares  its  renewed  conviction  that,  amid  all  the  changes  which  are  rapidly  transforming  social  and  political  and  economic 
life,  nothing  has  happened  which  in  the  smallest  degree  discounts  the  original  and  fundamental  motives  of  the  ChrisUan  missionary 
enterprise.  The  paramount  need  of  the  world  still  is  for  that  more  abundant  life  which  it  is  the  unique  power  of  Christ  to  provide.  He  is  still 
the  one  Light  whose  presence  dispels  the  blinding,  choking  darkness  of  doubt  and  superstition  and  sin,  and  enables  men  and  women  and  children 
to  walk  with  coyfidence  and  gladness  the  difficult  road  of  human  life. 

We  are  aware  of  the  presence  of  a  new  spirit  among  the  peoples  where  our  missionaries  have  labored  manifesting  itself  in  national  and  racial 
aspirations  after  autonomy  and  self-expression  in  religion  as  well  as  in  art  and  in  government.  We  believe  such  aspirations  are  the  evidence  of 
the  operation  of  the  spirit  of  Him  in  whom  we  live  and  move  and  have  our  being  and  who  is  seeking  thereby  to  lead  humanity  into  a  more  com¬ 
plete  realization  of  His  good  purpose  concerning  us.  We  believe  that  now  as  ever  the  new  wine  of  the  spirit  cannot  be  confined  in  the  old  bottles 
of  ecclesiastical  forms,  and  we  are  planning,  after  the  most  careful  study,  to  consummate  whatever  adjustments  are  necessary  in  order  to  irmlf^ 
the  missionary  agencies  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  more  effective  colaborers  with  God  in  this  new  day  of  His  power. 

Convinced  of  the  crucial  position  occupied  by  our  church  in  the  present  strategy  of  the  Kingdom,  we  summon  our  people  to  earnest  prayer 
that  our  secretaries  and  missio^ries  may  have  daily  guidance  in  momentous  decisions,  and  we  appeal  for  a  renewed  consecration  of  money  and  of 
personality,  that  the  opportunities  of  these  significant  days  may  be  seized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  and  for  the  sake  of  the  world  for  which  He 
gave  his  life. 

FOR  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  STATEMENT  TO  THE  CHURCH, 

Bishop  Luther  B.  Wilson,  Chairman. 

Albert  E.  Day,  Secretary. 

New  York,  November  14,  1927. 

The  New  Era  of  Foreign  Missions 


YT  OFTEN  happens  that  society  is  ushered  into 
pi  new  epochs  of  history  without  being  fully  aware 
of  the  significance  of  what  is  taking  place  at  the 
time  of  rapidly  passing  current  events.  In  the  history 
of  organized  Christianity,  time  and  again,  the  church 
has  gone  through  such  an  experience.  That  is  its 
experience  at  the  present  time.  Plainly,  this  is  the  case 
as  regards  the  missionary  activities  and  enterprise  of 
the  Christian  church.  It  stands  to-day  at  the  thresh- 
hold  of  a  new  period  in  the  annals  of  missionary 
enterprise.  By  every  token  this  is  the  new  day  of  for¬ 
eign  missions. 

Generally  known,  though  reluctantly  hitherto  con¬ 
ceded,  the  church  now  faces  the  regrettable  fact  of  its 
failure  to  realize  from  its  generous  investment  of 
machinery,  human  life,  and  fine  idealism  such  yields  as 
have  long  been  awaited  as  a  legitimate  expectation  for 
those  who  ventured  to  sow  beside  all  waters.  Steadily 
it  has  been  dawning  upon  the  churches,  Protestant  and 
Catholic,  that  this  exhibit  of  relatively  meager  returns 
in  recent  years  was  an  indication  of  failure  of  the  old 
methods  of  approach  to  the  missionary  task;  and  thus 
of  the  primary  objective  of  their  Lord — world  evangeli¬ 
zation  and  discipleship. 

Along  with,  and  contributing  to,  the  virtual  collapse 
of  old  missionary  methods,  with  the  impaired  morale 
and  bewilderment  of  much  of  the  general  missionary 
endeavor  of  the  churches,  in  practically  all  the  mission 
fields,  is  the  emergence  of  diverse  new  problems  such 
as,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  could  not  possibly  have 
appeared  within  the  period  passed.  Modern  chemical 
invention,  the  expansion  of  trade  and  commerce, 
^marvelous  methods  of  communication,  swifter  and 
safer  methods  of  transportation  and  travel,  the  multi¬ 


plication  of  machinery  and  labor-saving  devices  for 
mass  production,  the  impetus  given  to  realization  of  a 
world  consciousness  of  neighboring  groups  and  nations 
resulting  from  the  War:  these  and  a  thousand  other 
factors  have  brought  the  missionaries  of  the  churches 
face  to  face  with  problems  previously  undreamed  of. 
And  situations  without  precedent  are  to  be  met  wisely 
in  the  spirit  of  Him  who  is  Father  to  both  the  mis¬ 
sionary  and  him  to  whom  the  missioner  is  sent. 

Two  such  problems  are  especially  acute,  as  the 
missionaries  themselves  allow.  Indigenous  leadership, 
the  desire  of  a  particular  group  for  leadership  of  its 
own  kind,  national  or  racial,  is  now  the  insistent 
demand  on  those  fields  where  the  nationals  have 
developed  the  more  advanced  social  consciousness. 
This  is  true  whether  the  enterprise  among  nationals 
be  carried  on  by  churches  of  the  episcopal  or  congre¬ 
gational  forms  of  government.  Natives  want  their  own 
kind  as  their  leaders — whether  as  educators,  secretaries 
of  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations,  bishops,  or 
Christian  workers  of  every  rank  among  them.  ’Twas 
true  of  Japan — the  Japanese  Methodist  Church  is  the 
historic  illustration  there.  ’Tis  so  of  China,  India; 
twas  true  of  Latin  Americans  in  the  Springfield 
General  Conference  of  our  church;  ’tis  increasingly  true 
of  the  Negro-American.  Born  of  the  same  spirit  is  the 
desire  on  all  the  mission  fields  for  larger  share  of 
control  by  the  nationals  in  the  administration  and 
ownership  of  local  institutions  and  properties.  That 
such  a  policy  is  expedient,  just,  and  wise  is  now  being 
conceded  by  the  most  far-sighted  of  the  missionaries 
and  administrators  of  missionary  boards  of  all  the 
churches.  Indeed,  such  a  policy  is  not  unrelated  to 
the  growing  interest  and  scrutiny  of  local  governments 
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on  the  mission  fields.  Governments,  since  the  War, 
have  become  more  self-conscious.  And  missionary 
enterprises  by  foreigners  are  being  evaluated  by  these 
governments  in  the  light  of  the  future  influence  of  those 
enterprises  upon  the  cultural,  commercial,  and  political 
fortunes  of  the  nationals  and  their  governments. 
At  bottom,  the  turmoil  in  China  to-day  is  traceable  to 
the  suspicion  of  the  Chinese  of  the  future  dominance 
which  foreigners,  largely  as  missionaries,  are  clamping 
upon  China,  through  the  foreign-controlled  education 
of  the  Chinese  youth.  It  matters  not  that  such  edu¬ 
cation  is  mediated  through  the  Western  churches,  the 
Chinese  are  suspicious  of  the  “Greeks  bearing  gifts.” 

Explaining  these  manifestations  of  a  changed 
missionary  situation,  there  have  been  many  voices  of 


to  these  incitements,  and  chief  among  them,  was  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Wherever  this  Christian' 
message,  stripped  of  verbiage  and  camouflage,  has 
been  preached  by  the  missionary  and  lived  by  him,  it 
has  created  in  the  consciousness  of  heathen  and  re¬ 
tarded  peoples  the  Christian  concept  of  their  own 
personal  dignity  and  value. 

Such  has  been  its  value  for  the  individual  and  his 
group,  both  tribal  and  national.  It  has  fed  the  fires 
of  nationalism  all  the  way  around  the  world.  It  has 
created  in  peoples  of  every  country  and  every  clime  the 
will  to  move  out  “from  under,”  and  to  stand  as  equals 
with  those  who  were  their  teachers  and  ministers.  It 
has  reduced  the  possibilities  of  commercial  exploitation. 
It  has  taught,  and  insisted  on  it,  that  every  man  is  God’s 


interpretation.  Beyond  doubt  some  see  an  evidence 
of  the  church’s  loss  of  her  power  of  appeal  to  those  in 
foreign  lands,  while  others  believe  that  what  is  needed 
is  a  radical  change  in  the  method  of  appeal  and  the 
motive  behind  the  missionary  endeavor.  Especially 
since  the  recent  disorders  in  China,  some  have  expressed 
the  notion  that  missionary  enterprise  is  virtually  at  an 
end,  inasmuch  as  the  nationals  on  the  field  are 
“hostile  toward  religion.”  But  leading  and  responsible 
representative  nationals  everywhere  give  double  as¬ 
surance  that  there  is  among  them  no  appreciable 
hostility  to  religion  as  such,  nor  even  are  there  in¬ 
superable  barriers  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  of 
the  Christ.  Foreign  opposition  is  rather  to  the  trap¬ 
pings  encasing  that  gospel,  the  attitude,  often,  and 
example,  too  often,  of  those  who  bear  the  message. 
Still  more,  unfortunately,  the  missionary  enterprise 
has  been  regarded  as  the  advance  guard,  and  Chris¬ 
tianity  as  the  handntaid,  of  Western  imperialistic 
designs.  Nor  is  this  period  of  partial  eclipse  of  mis¬ 
sionary  success  on  the  foreign  fields  attributable  to 
any  waning  of  missionary  passion,  as  some  think, 
within  the  church.  At  the  heart  of  the  experience  of 
the  Christian  church  the  passion  for  world  evangeliza¬ 
tion  still  glows.  But  the  church  is  clearly  bafiSed  as  to 
how  best  relate  this  passion  to  the  practical  accom¬ 
plishment  of  the  task.  The  financial  impoverishment 
of  the  missionary  coffers  of  the  church  can  be  explained 
by  other  causes  than  a  lack  of  interest  and  zeal  for 
others.  Loss  of  confidence  by  many  in  the  business 
ability  and  efficiency  of  the  machinery  of  the  churche.s 
to  translate  into  actual  results  their  zeal  for  Kingdom 
extension  is  a  contributing  factor  in  the  situation. 

Sympathetic  observers  of  the  situation  after  in¬ 
tensive,  detailed,  and  comprehensive  study  of  the 
facts  and  factors  revealed  in  this  dawning  new  day  of 
foreign  missions  are  generally  of  the  conviction  that 
the  present  period  grows  naturally  out  of  the  former. 
Nothing  could  be  more  creditable  to  the  missionary 
enterprise  of  the  past  than  is  the  now  prevalent  pro¬ 
found  conviction  that  the  present ,  epoch,  big  with 
promise,  is  the  glorious  fruitage  of  the  labors  and 
sacrifices  of  the  missionaries  of  other  days.  They,  of 
the  past,  sowed  by  all  waters  the  good  seed  of  the 
Kingdom;  these  seed  fell  in  the  ground  and  died  and 
came  forth  in  new  form,  but  luxuriant  in  their  fruit  for 
the  healing  of  the  nations.  Touching  the  lives  of 
millions,  in  sacrificial,  pious,  disinterested  service,  the 
moral  beauty  of  the  lives  of  unnumbered  thousands  of 
faithful  missionaries  has  inspired  the  minds  and 
enriched  with  Christian  motive  the  lives  of  belated 
peoples  in  many  lands  and  during  many  years.  Added 


and  that  through  the  death  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  may 
stand  in  fillial  relation  to  God.  It  has  taught  the  world 
brotherhood  of  humanity.  It  has  taught  that  world 
domination  cannot  be  at  the  same  time  and  morally, 
both  white  and  Christian.  Christianity  through  the 
gospel  it  preaches  has  spoiled  the  native  for  all  who 
would  exploit  him.  As  a  result,  therefore,  of  the  long 
and  constant  impact  of  the  missionary  enterprise  of 
the  churches  on  the  peoples  of  foreign  fields  millions  of 
nationals  in  every  land — one  hundred  millions  in 
Africa  alone — have  “set  their  own  feet  on  the  road  to 
their  own  destiny.”  Instead  of  being  a  discredit  to  the 
missionary  movement  and  a  sign  of  collapse  of  the 
missionary  enterprise,  the  present  manifestations  are 
but  convincing  witness  of  the  superior  moral  value  of 
the  gospel;  how  it  is  universally  adopted  to  human 
welfare,  penetrating  and  vitalizing  all  conditions  of 
human  society. 

Heiein  is  a  fresh  challenge  to  the  church.  Men 
everywhere  still  sense  the  need  and  express  their  hungei^ 
for  that  deposit  of  power  in  their  lives  which  they  are 
convinced  none  but  the  unique  Christ  of  the  cross  can 
supply.  To  give  Him  to  the  peoples  of  the  earth  is 
still  the  supreme  privilege  of  Christians.  Adaptation 
of  the  church  to  the  modern  conditions  imposed  upon 
her  by  the  demands  of  the  situation  is  her  main  busi¬ 
ness  if  she  hopes  to  do  the  task  superbly  and  success¬ 
fully.  Happily,  the  churches  are  now  showing  the  will 
to  face  frankly  the  new  claims  of  foreign  missions.  In 
the  declarations  of  foreign  mission  boards  and  workers 
generally,  this  new  policy  is  manifest.  This  was  the 
dominant  spirit  and  note  in  the  annual  meeting  of 
our  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  held  recently  in 
New  York  City.  This  policy  will  be  enlarged  in  the 
future.  It  will,  of  course,  lead  to  the  junking  of  some 
machinery  of  organization.  New  adventures  must  be 
launched,  cuts  made,  consolidations  effected,  bases 
changed,  concessions  granted  to  nationals,  and  increased 
consideration  of  the  prerogatives  and  authority  of  the 
foreign  governments  over  the  fields  wherein  we  labor, 
but  what  of  it?  The  preaching  of  the  gospel  for 
nineteen  centuries  has  brought  it  about;  let  the  church 
of  Jesus  Christ  have  the  courage  to  face  frankly  those 
conditions  which  her  idealism  has  created  among  the 
millions  to  whom  she  has  borne  witness  under  God. 

— God’s  hand  is  never  seen. 

— The  rod  never  leads  to  God. 

— ^Bad  books  corrupt  good  manners. 

— Work  for  pay  and  work  by  the  day. 

— Trials  may  prove  to  be  God’s  blessings. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Sowing  and  Reaping 

The  usual  way  to  treat  a  clown  is  to  laugh  and  for¬ 
get.  In  that  habit  lies  the  principa.1  danger  in  the 
spectacular  clowning  of  Mayor  Thompson,  of 
Chicago,  in  his  stalwart  campaign  to  make  Chicago  safe 
from  the  British  and  insure  its  school  books  being  at  least 
one  hundred  and  fifty, per  cent  American.  Chicago’s  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  gaiety  of  nations  is  an  excellent  clown. 
But  he  is  far  more  than  that — an  accomplished  politician 
who  knows  how  to  stir  up  and  utilize  for  selfish  purposes 
racial  and  national  prejudices.  What  damage  sowing 
these  seeds  of  diabolical  hatred  and  prejudice  may  do  in 
years  to  come  does  not  bother  “patriots”  of  the  Thomp¬ 
son  type. 

How  such  seeds  bear  fruit  is  very  tellingly  illustrated 
in  the  second  volume  of  Mask  Sullivan’s  Our  Times, 
which  has  just  come  from  the  press.  Mr.  Sullivan  has 
made  an  investigation  into  the  ideas  of  other  nations  and 
races  which  w^e  being  put  into  the  minds  of  children 
in  the  schools  a  generation  ago  and  finds  a  good  deal  of 
basis  for  his  claim  that  some  of  the  persistent  prejudices 
had  their  basis  in  school-book  statements.  He  says :  “The 
formative  years  come  very  early ;  when  we  learn  in  school 
that  ‘Half  civilized  people,  like  the  Chinese  and  Mexicans, 
have  towns  and  cities,  cultivate  the  soil,  and  exchange 
products,  but  have  few  arts  and  little  intelligence,’  we 
have  a  hard  time  in  after  life  ridding  ourselves  of  the 
impression.  The  extract  is  from  Cruikshanks  Geography, 
used  between  1867  and  1877.” 

As  we  sow  in  the  school  books  so  we  reap  a  generation 
later. 

Sow  distortion  and  hatred  and  reap  hell. 

Sow  understanding  and  the  love  of  truth  and  reap 
those  attitudes  of  sympathy  and  co-operation  out  of  which 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  can  be  built. 

Try  These  On  Your  Church 

An  uncanny  timeliness  has  been  shown  by  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Book  Concern  in  the  publication  this  month 
of  two  little  volumes  prepared  for  use  in  adult 
classes  and  other  groups  in  the  Church.  They  deal  with 
two  subjects  which  are  among  the  hottest  in  interest  and 
importance  at  the  present  moment  in  the  whole  range  of 
life  in  America.  Those  two  subjects  are  prohibition  and 
the  family. 

The  first  book  is  Prohibition  in  Outline,  by  F.  Ernest 
Johnson  and  Harry  S.  Warner.  This  little  book  ought 
to  sell  by  the  thousands  and  be  used  in  thousands  of 
church  schools  and  other  groups  in  the  Church,  for  it 
faces  the  supreme  need  of  the  Temperance  Movement  in 
America  today,  and  that  is  the  need  of  education.  It  is 
nothing  short  of  tragic  that  with  the  passage  of  the  Pro¬ 
hibition  Amendment  the  emphasis  on  education  in  temper¬ 
ance  and  the  whole  question  of  liquor — an  education  which 
has  been  going  on  steadily  for  fifty  years — suddenly  let 
up.  The  emphasis  was  shifted  from  education  in  the 
evils  of  alcohol  to  an  emphasis  on  law  enforcement.  The 
more  or  less  abstract  appeal  for  law  enforcement  has 
failed  to  give  the  grip  and  the  force  needed.  The  situa¬ 
tion  has  been  rather  vividly  portrayed  in  a  recent  play 
in  which  one  of  the  characters — a  plump,  round  little  man 
in  a  high  hat,  morning  coat  and  spats — crosses  the  stage 
at  frequent  intervals  exclaiming  fussily,  “Law  and  order ! 


We  must  have  law  and  order!”  His  appearance  was 
always  greeted  with  applause  and  laughter,  indicating 
that  he  was  recognized  as  a  rather  futile  figure. 

Too  much  of  the  attention  of  the  advocates  of  prohibi¬ 
tion  has  been  devoted  to  crying,  “Law  and  order.”  Far 
too  little  has  been  given  to  the  persistent  education  aimed 
at  decreasing  the  demand  for  alcohol  as  well  as  the  supply. 

Prohibition  in  Outline,  by  Johnson  and  Warner,  is  an 
admirably  brief  textbook  designed  to  meet  the  situation  of 
prohibition  at  the  present  time.  It  is  marked  by  an  honest 
facing  of  the  facts.  There  are  two  chapters  on  the  “Use 
of  Alcohol,”  from  the  individual  and  social  point  of  view, 
which  are  remarkable  pieces  of  terse,  powerful  summary 
of  a  vast  amount  of  facts.  If  this  little  book  could  be 
studied  in  the  churches  of  Methodism,  in  official  boards,  in 
groups  on  church  night,  in  adult  and  senior  classes  of  the 
church  school  within  the  next  few  months,  it  would 
strengthen  the  prohibition  forces  to  an  enormous  degree. 

Just  as  timely  is  another  little  book  in  the  study  courses 
for  parents,  Parenthood  and  the  Character  Training  of 
Children,  by  Thomas  W.  Galloway.  It  fills  a  need  which 
has  not  only  been  long  felt,  but  which  has  been  an  aching 
void  in  Sunday-school  curriculum.  It  gives  a  suggestive, 
detailed  study  of  home  life  and  training  of  children  in 
view  of  the  whole  complex  situation  of  the  family  today. 
The  book  does  not  exhaust  itself  in  the  usual  reiterated 
platitudes  about  “Radiant  Motherhood.”  It  steers  en¬ 
tirely  clear  of  the  sentimental  gush  that  has  so  often  char¬ 
acterized  books  on  the  home.  It  is  scientific,  practical,  and 
thoroughly  Christian. 

A  few  thousand  groups,  studying  these  two  volumes, 
would  mean  far  more  to  the  future  of  the  Church  than  a 
whole  fleet  of  ten-ton  trucks  filled  with  gold  dollars. 

A  Landmark  in  Missions 

NE  of  the  high  spots  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  in  New  York,  Novem¬ 
ber  14-17,  came  when  Bishop  John  L.  Nuelsen 
presented  a  communication  from  the  Central  Germany 
Conference,  asking  that  it  might  be  permitted  to  become 
entirely  self-supporting  and  be  no  longer  considered  as 
receiving  mission  money  for  its  work.  This  action  of  the 
Central  Germany  Conference  constitutes  a  very  definite 
landmark  in  the  history  of  Methodist  missions.  The  sig¬ 
nificance  of  the  action  is  emphasized  by  the  declaration  of 
Bishop  Nuelsen  that  the  four  other  Conferences  into  which 
German  Methodism  is  divided  are  planning  to  become  self- 
supporting  within  a  few  years. 

The  reason  for  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Central 
Germany  Conference  is  not  at  all  that  they  have  become 
prosperous.  They  are  facing  financial  difficulties  in  this 
act  out  of  which  they  do  not  at  present  see  their  way.  It 
is  an  act  of  daring  faith  and  sacrifice.  But  nothing  could 
so  definitely  prove  their  intense  desire  to  add  to  the 
increased  force  of  the  enterprise  throughout  the  world 
than  thus  undertaking  their  own  support  and  releasing 
financial  help  for  other  fields.  This  action  is  a  very 
definite  gleam  of  a  new  day.  It  will  be  greeted  by  the 
Church  at  large  as  it  was  by  the  Board  with  thanksgiving 
and  hope.  Tt  is  not  accepted  as  a  release  from  a  financial 
obligation,  but  rather  as  a  stirring  testimony  to  the  funda¬ 
mental  success  of  seventy-five  years  of  missionary  work  in 
Germany  and  an  increase  in  the  effectiveness  of  Christian 
world  forces.  .L 
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ORPHAN  BOYS  IN  FRONT  OF  TEMPLE  OF  JUPITER,  ATHENS 

Modern  Romances  on  Apostolic  Trails 

By  Ralph  W.  Sockman 

Pastor  Madison  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  New  York  City 


OUT  of  my  childhood  reading  comes  the  story  of 
a  shrewd  elephant.  He  was  chained  to  a  ring 
in  the  center  of  his  enclosure.  A  bunch  of  hay 
had  fallen  just  beyond  the  range  of  his  tether.  How 
was  the  hungry  animal  to  get  it?  This  is  what  he  did. 
With  that  cleverness  of  instinct  which  sometimes  makes 
the  beast  able  to  outwit  his  human  masters,  he  blew 
against  the  wall  of  his  barn,  and  the  current  of  air  swirl¬ 
ing  back  brought  the  hay  within  his  reach. 

This  homely  incident  might  serve  as  a  parable  of  our 
missionary  movement.  Not  all  of  the  bread  of  life  brought 
by  our  divine  Lord  has  fallen  on  American  soil  between 
'  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific.  There  are  rich  elements 
which  the  Near  East  and  the  Far  East  have  caught 
and  which  would  greatly  enhance  our  Western  Christian¬ 
ity  if  we  had  them.  How  shall  we  bring  them  home  to 
ourselves?  Shall  we  not  best  do  it  by  blowing  our  Chris¬ 
tian  message  against  the  walls  of  the  non-Christian  re¬ 
ligions  of  the  world  ?  This  method  has  been  demonstrated. 
American  pastors  can  testify  that  probably  the  most 
nourishing  spiritual  food  which  has  come  to  our  local 
churches  in  a  generation  has  been  that  bit  of  Christianity 
blown  back  from  India  in  the  form  of  a  little  book  called 
“The  Christ  of  the  Indian  Road."  That  Christian  gospel 
which  Stanley  Jones  breathes  against  the  Himalayas  of 
non-Christian  religions  shows  us  again  its  original  power, 
sifts  out  the  useless  additions  of  our  westernized  eccle- 
siasticism,  and  sends  back  to  us  the  true  essentials  of  our 
faith.  The  missionary  program  is  as  necessary  for  the 
life  of  our  home  churches  as  for  the  salvation  of  the  for¬ 
eign  peoples. 

What  is  true  of  the  Far  East  is  even  more  pertinent 
to  the  Near  East.  When  we  send  our  American  Chris¬ 
tianity  against  the  hills  of  Palestine,  it  comes  back  to 
us  with  a  first-century  freshness  and  appeal — provided  we 
send  it  in  the  right  way.  This  was  shown  by  the  marked 
effect  made  on  a  certain  world-renowned  philosophical 
writer  with  whom  I  motored  through  Palestine  this  past 


summer.  This  man  had  been  reared  in  a  devout  Roman 
Catholic  home.  He  had  been  trained  for  the  priesthood. 
His  studies  and  observations  had  led  him  to  question 
whether  Christianity  had  not  hopelessly  drifted  away 
from  its  Founder.  He  renounced  the  priestly  career,  left 
the  church,  and  openly  proclaimed  himself  a  religious 
skeptic.  This  summer,  however,  he  visited  the  orphan¬ 
ages  and  school  conducted  by  the  Near  East  Relief ;  he 
saw  the  results  of  that  work  which  the  united  churches 
of  America  have  done  in  applying  the  Golden  Rule  to 
the  reconstruction  of  the  Armenian  race.  I  watched  the 
temperature  of  his  interest  rise  from  the  freezing  point  to 
the  tepid  summer  heat  of  a  casual  tourist,  and  then  on 
until  it  reached  the  very  fever  point  of  an  enthusiast. 
The  other  night  at  a  public  dinner  in  New  York,  I  heard 
him  openly  announce  that  the  trip  had  been  a  revelation 
to  him.  It  had  shown  him  that  some  people  were  taking 
the  teachings  of  Jesus  seriously  and  had  raised  his  hopes 
that  Christianity  might  yet  be  converted  to  Christ. 

Exporting  Christianity  Back  to  Its  Original 

Home 

It  is  no  easy  thing  to  export  the  Christian  message 
and  program  back  to  their  original  home.  It  is  hard 
to  get  Christianity  through  the  customs  of  Palestine’s 
ports.  The  land  is  sick  of  sectarianism.  Its  sacred 
places  are  honeycombed  with  religious  superstitions  and 
scarred  with  ecclesiastical  combats.  It  has  long  been 
recognized  as  barren  soil  for  denominational  missions. 
If  Christianity  is  to  win  an  acceptance  in  the  Near  East, 
it  must  strip  off  its  denominational  labels.  It  must  make 
its  first  approach  by  way  of  service  rather  than  creed. 

About  ten  years  ago  a  tragedy  opened  the  way  of  a 
new  triumphal  entry  of  the  living  Christ  into  Palestine. 
When  the  news  of  the  Armenian  atrocities  reached  Amer¬ 
ica,  our  awakened  conscience  rose  above  sectarian  con¬ 
siderations  and  launched  a  statesmanlike  program  of 
Near  East  Relief.  And  now  the  work  done  by  America 
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0  has  so  won  the  hearts  of  the  Eastern  churches  that  they  shaped.  It  is  now  not  a  mere  question  of  bread,  but  of 
are  offering  to  co-operate  after  they  had  held  aloof  from  the  bread  of  life. 

the  missionaries  for  over  a  eenlury.  They  are  now  ask-  The  long  tables  of  food  for  the  famished  are  being 

7s!ir™7  7-  fV  by  «  statesmanlike  program  of  education 

of  Sunday  schools.  This  must  be  counted  as  one  of  the  We  visited  the  splendid  schools  near  Beirut,  where  Ai- 
miracles  of  modern  missions. 

Watching  at  long  distance  this  work  in  the  Near  arts  according  to  the  most  improved  methods  of  twentieth 
East,  I,  as  an  American  preacher,  kept  asking  two  ques-  century  educators  and  the  spirit  of  the  first  century 
tions:  How  do  they  keep  it  going?  and.  How  long  must  Master  Teacher.  These  schools  are  providing  the  edu- 
they  keep  it  going?  It  is  a  marvelous  feat  to  keep  a  cational  models  for  all  of  Syria.  We  saw  the  homes 
war-time  relief  movement  alive  for  ten  years  after  the  war.  where  lads  in  their  teens  are  housed  while  they  are  get- 
The  call  to  save  the  Armenians  came  to  America  as  a  ting  adjusted  to  self-supporting  jobs  in  the  large  cities 
war  emergency  measure.  It  caught  our  imagination  as  like  Athens  and  Cairo.  This  constructive  policy  of  fol- 
a  crisis.  But  interest  in  crises  so  soon  lags.  We  preach-  lowing  through  the  products  of  the  orphanages  until  they 


ers  know  that  we  have  to  keep  challenging  our  parish-  are  self-respecting  and  self-maintaining  citizens  is  most 
mners  to  new  crises  each  Sunday  morning.  Yet  the  Near  commendable.  And  the  boys  and  girls  do  make  good. 
East  Relief  has  manifested  the  endurance  promised  by  We  met  them  on  the  streets  and  in  stores.  They  greeted 
Isaiah,  “Ye  shall  mount  up  on  wings  as  eagles,  ye  shall  the  Near  East  workers  as  alumni  greet  their  former  in- 


run  and  not  be  weary,  ye  shall  walk 
and  not  faint.”  As  an  example  of 
sustained  enthusiasm  and  enduring 
idealism,  I  believe  the  American  re¬ 
lief  work  in  the  Near  East  is  with¬ 
out  parallel  in  the  annals  of  philan¬ 
thropy. 

The  Golden  Rule  Plus 
Imagination 

The  secret  of  this  endurance  is 
to  be  found  in  several  factors.  The 
work  done  is  so  similar' to  that  other 
story  of  which  we  sing,  “I  love  to 
tell  the  story,  for  those  who  know 
f  it  best  seem  hungering  and  thirsting 
to  hear  it  like  the  rest.”  The  feed¬ 
ing  of  the  starving,  the  clothing  of 


THE  REDEMPTION  OF  A  TIN  CAN 
Boys  in  Near  East  Orphanage  Making  Drink¬ 
ing  Cups  Out  of  Condensed  Milk  Cans 


structors.  They  are  America’s 
graduates  of  good  will.  They  are 
God’s  leaven  of  the  Christlike  spirit. 

A  Look  Into  the  Future 

After  seeing  the  present  pro¬ 
gram,  the  answer  to  my  second  ques¬ 
tion,  “How  long?”  becomes  simple. 
The  growth  of  a  child  gives  the 
terminus  of  time  to  this  work.  When 
the  youngest  of  the  orphans  saved 
shall  have  reached  the  age  of  self- 
support,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will 
America’s  task  in  Christ’s  country 
be  finished.  To  turn  these  boys  and 
girls  loose  in  that  poor  and  still 
disordered  region,  to  let  them  sift 
back  into  the  crevices  of  that  broken 


the  naked,  the  preaching  of  deliverance  to  the  captives,  world,  to  allow  them  to  be  crushed  in  spirit  under  the 
the  restoring  of  sight  to  the  blind— this  is  Christ’s  own  grinding  conditions  of  ignorance  and  poverty— that  would 


work,  and  the  more  one  knows  of  it,  the  more  one  wants 
to  hear  about  it. 

Moreover,  this  work  has  been  done  with  a  Christian¬ 
ized  imagination.  So  often  our  well-intentioned  uplifting 
results  in  mere  upsetting  because  we  lack  the  ability  to 
see  the  other  end  of  the  Golden  Rule.  If  we  would  do 
unto  others  as  we  would  that  they  should  do  unto  us, 
we  must  find  out  what  we  would  want  done  if  we  were  in 
the  others’  places.  The  Golden  Rule  without  imagina¬ 
tion  becomes  mere  irritation.  The  Near  East  Relief 
workers  have  taken  pains  to  find  out  the  viewpoint  of 
the  persons  to  be  helped,  and  they  have  shown  the  rare 
ability  of  putting  themselves  into  the  shoes  of  others  with¬ 
out  treading  on  their  toes.  We  walked  with  them  about 
the  streets  of  Jerusalem,  Cairo,  Beirut,  and  Athens,  and 
we  observed  the  respect  in  which  they  w'ere  held.  The 
quality  of  the  personnel  has  been  no  small  factor  in  per¬ 
petuating  this  service. 

Not  only  the  service  done  but  the  progress  in  method 
has  made  for  sustained  effort.  Ten  years  ago  America 
Went  to  the  Bible  lands  to  salvage  the  human  wreckage 
from  the  tornado  of  Turkish  atrocity.  It  was  a  case 
of  taking  babies  from  the  cold  bosoms  of  their  dead 
mothers.  It  was  a  matter  of  physical  life  or  death.  To- 
day  it  is  a  matter  of  building  those  rescued  orphans  into 
the  structure  of  a  new  society.  Their  bodies  have  been 
saved,  but  now  their  minds  must  be  saved,  their  ideals 


be  more  cruel  than  to  have  let  them  die  with  their  par¬ 
ents  during  the  terrible  days  of  persecutions.  America 
has  withdrawn  from  many  of  her  idealisms  proclaimed 
ten  years  ago.  Here  is  one  place  in  which,  thus  far,  she 
has  held  firm. 

Lovers  of  Christian  unity  were  dismayed  to  hear  that 
the  great  Lausanne  Conference  of  churchmen  this  summer 
could  not  close  its  session  with  the  communion  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  But  in  Jerusalem  and  in  Geneva,  in  New 
York  and  Paris,  leaders  of  Jew  and  Gentile,  of  Eastern 
Orthodox  and  Western  Protestant  have  sat  down  to 
Golden  Rule  dinners  in  the  interest  of  applying  Christ’s 
principles  to  the  children  of  his  own  country.  May  it 
not  be  that  “a  little  child  shall  lead  them” !  And  may  it 
not  be  that  the  Golden  Rule  of  service  will  prove  the  sac¬ 
rament  around  which  our  warring  creeds  may  find  the 
way  to  united  communion  with  our  common  Christ. 

A  Few  Lines  of  Thought 

By  Roy  Smith 

Success  in  life  does  not  consist  in  owning  something, 
but  in  becoming  something. 

— Blessed  is  the  man  who  will  work  on  a  committee  of 
which  he  wanted  to  be  chairman. 

—Blessed  is  the  church  whose  janitor  is  called  of  God 
and  whose  shoes  do  not  squeak. 
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Using  the  Bible  in  the  Home 

By  Henry  L.  Lambdin 

Pastor  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Summit,  New  Jersey 


“  "T  T  E  MIGHT  have  been  a  bishop  but  for  that  Tel- 
I  ”"l  ford,”  sighed  the  father.  It  was  the  elder 
**■  Ruskin  speaking.  His  son,  John,  had  been 

made  to  read  the  Bible  again  and  again  by  the  Scotch 
mother.  She  did  not  do  things  by  half.  The  calculating 
attitude  of  the  church  which,  one  of  its  critics  said,  “owed 
its  success  to  knowing  just  how  much  religion  the  aver¬ 
age  Englishman  can  stand,”  was  not  for  her.  She  had 
predestined  him  for  the  church,  and  in  so  far  as  Scrip¬ 
ture  would  armor  him,  she  intended  that  his  panoply 
should  be  complete.  But  at  fourteen,  Mr.  Telford,  one 
of  the  father’s  partners,  gave  John  a  copy  of  Rogers’ 
“Italy,”  and  whatever  lure  the  bishopric  might  have  had 
for  him  speedily  waned.  ’Twas  just  as  well.  Bishops  we 
have,  have  had,  and  shall  have,  and  to  spare ;  archbishops 
too,  but  who  of  them  could  tell  us  of  “The  King  of  tjie 
Golden  River”  for  our  childhood,  or  light  “The  Seven 
Lamps  of  Architecture,”  or  show  the  magic  in  “The 
Stones  of  Venice,”  or  battle  for  years  that  his  genera¬ 
tion  might  see  the  beauty  in  those  blood-splashed  sun¬ 
sets  of  Turner  instead  of  the  smoke  and  steam  of  its  new 
and  ugly  factories.?  Still,  love’s  labor  isn’t  lost,  as  that 
mother,  if  she  knew  the  Bible  which  she  had  led  her  son 
to  read,  must  have  known.  When  he  was  fifty  years  old, 
he  lectured  before  the  Royal  College  of  Science  in  Dub¬ 
lin  on  “The  Mystery  of  Life,”  and  despite  the  express 
understanding  that  no  reference  should  be  made  to  re¬ 
ligious  questions,  the  address  is  centered  around  the  text : 
“What  is  your  life  ?  It  is  even  as  a  vapor  that  appeareth 
for  a  little  time,  and  then  vanisheth  away.”  The  lecture 
literally  reeks  of  the  Bible.  The  mother’s  predestining 
may  have  been  futile,  but  not  so  her  tutelage. 


The  Bible  should  not  be  to  children  primarily  a  text¬ 
book,  for  textbooks  are  seldom  loved.  The  Bible  ought 
to  be  loved  and  given  a  chance  to  draw  affection  to  itself. 
It  is  many-sided  enough  for  some  of  it  to  reach  every¬ 
body.  How  shortsighted  are  those  who  would  eliminate 
all  the  Old  Testament!  Have  they  ever  tried  a  nicely 
printed,  well  illustrated  edition  of  the  story  of  Joseph 
on  their  children  ?  If  not,  the  likely  outcome  will  be  that 
which  Bert  L.  Taylor,  of  the  unforgettable  “Line  o’  Type 
or  Two,”  predicts : 

“Comes  little  day,  a  book  in  hand, 

A  light  in  her  eyes  that  I  understand. 

And  her  cheeks  aglow  from  the  faery  breese 
That  sweeps  across  the  uncharted  seas. 

She  gives  me  the  book,  and  her  word  of  praise 
A  ton  of  critical  thought  outweighs. 

,  ‘I’ve  finished  it,  daddy!’ — a  sigh  thereat. 

‘Are  there  any  more  books  in  the  world  like  that?’  ’’ 

And  Joseph  is  not  the  only  such  character  in  the  Old 
Testament. 

What  About  Memorizing? 


Some  of  the  Bible  ought  to  be  memorized  by  young 
•and  old,  and  at  times  repeated  together.  It  is  not  out 
of  place  here  to  quote  the  advice  of  Robertson  Nicoll, 
who  said,  “Teach  a  little  child  hymns  as  the  beginning 
of  its  theology.”  I  know  that  every  norip^l  boy  (the  girls 
I  cannot  speak  for)  at  a  certain  stage  takes  to  the  I 
poetry  of  Scott,  or  better  still,  to  that  of  Macaulay.  Al 
My  ancestral  abode  has  echoed: 


“The  stubborn  foeman  still  made  good 
The  dark  impenetrable  wood. 

Each  stepping  where  his  comrade  stood 
The  instant  that  he  fell.” 


Whaf  the  Bible  is  Not 

The  use  of  the  Bible  in  the  home  will  be  determined 
largely  by  the  parents’  idea  of  what  the  Bible  is.  It  is 
not  a  debater’s  manual,  nor  a  substitute  for  the  Ency¬ 
clopedia  Brittanica,  nor  a  literalist  straight  jacket  for 
souls  unless  they  are  of  a  stripe  that  requires  a  strait- 
jacket,  nor  a  spiritual  medicine  cabinet  where  ignorance 
can  disregard  the  labels,  nor  an  almanac  of  future^events ; 
and  most  of  all,  it  is  not  a  book  of  the  dead. 

A  suggestion  as  to  the  use  of  the  Bible  may  be  found 
in  the  idea  of  what  the  home  is.  The  home  is  one  of  those 
indefinable  familiar  things.  It  is  a  sort  of  holy  of  holies 
into  which  the  very  human  enter  and  the  blessing  of  God 
descends.  Its  closeness  makes  for  the  worst  unhappiness 
and  the  keenest  joy.  In  it,  liberty  and 
love  determine  each  other,  and  its  dur¬ 
ability  depends  on  its  members  having 
a  common  vision.  It  is  a  spiritual  en¬ 
terprise  or  a  hollow  parade;  a  sacra¬ 
ment  or  a  sham;  something  of  a  tem¬ 
ple  or  considerable  of  a  tomb;  never 
destroyed  by  its  hjamanness,  but  by 
such  of  th^  inhuman  as  obliterates  all 
the  divine.  In  the  home  the  Bible  can 
be  anything  from  a  decorative  object 
to  a  book  of  abundant  life. 


And  not  only  Flodden  Field,  but  the  advance  of  the  “Tus¬ 
can  army,  right  glorious  to  behold,”  was  seen  again  neath 
the  spell  of  the  rhythmic  lines.  Rhythm  is  rememberable.  It 
is  the  rememberable  that  shapes  us.  I  can  see  a  connec¬ 
tion  between  a  Jewish  boy  repeating,  “The  voice  said, 
Cry.  All  flesh  is  grass  and  all  the  goodliness  thereof  as 
the  flower  of  the  field.  Surely  the  people  is  grass.  The 
grass  withereth,  the  flower  fadeth ;  but  the  word  of  our 
God  shall  stand  forever,”  and  a  man  appearing  later  on 
the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  saying,  “I  am  the  voice.”  Not 
only  the  rhythm  entered  his  soul  from  the  fortieth  chap¬ 
ter  of  Isaiah,  but  iron  and  scorn  for  the  wrath  of  kings. 

Since  the  rhythmic  is  remarkable,  certain  portions 
of  the  Bible  young  and  old  should  commit.  Certain  of 
the  Psalms,  they  are  numerous  enough  to  allow  for  favor¬ 
ites  ;  parts  of  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount;  the  great  eulogiums  on  the 
love  of  God,  the  nature  of  love,  the 
mind  of  Christ,  and  the  works  of  the 
Spirit  from  St.  Paul’s  letters;  the 
praise  of  the  heroes  of  faith  found  in 
Hebrews ;  these  will  occur  to  anyone. 
Children  who  are  led  to  memorize 
these,  memorize  not  only  great  rhyth¬ 
mic  passages,  but  great  truths  that  are 
also  melodies,  passionate  convictions 
that  may  later  give  their  own  spirits 


Sunday,  December  If.,  has  been 
designated  by  the  American  Bible 
Society  as  Universal  Bible  Sunday. 
This  year  the  emphasis  is  placed 
on  the  practical  and  far-reaching 
theme — “The  Bible  in  the  Home.” 
Mr.  Lambdin's  suggestive  paper 
will  stimulate  thinking  on  that 
great  theme. 
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I  vent  and  transport.  The  version  of  the  Bible  used  with 

^children  is  important.  It  should  be  readable,  which  is 
but  saying  that  it  should  be  literary.  A  literal  trans¬ 
lator  is  as  much  a  nuisance  as  a  literal  interpreter.  Occa¬ 
sional  atrocities  in  translation  are  more  pardonable  than 
an  atrocity  in  style  throughout.  A  well  of  Bnglish  pure 
and  undefiled  assuages  thirst  and  yet  stimulates  it  for 
renewed  draughts,  but  brackish  colloquialisms  and  in¬ 
sipid  prosiness  interest  for  a  moment  merely  by  con¬ 
trast,  and  charm  not  at  all.  The  King  James  version 
has  no  artificial  claim  or  inexplicable  strangle-hold.  It 
will  be  outworn  when  its  literary  excellence  is  surpassed, 
which  is  as  it  should  be. 

•  Talk  Over ‘the  Bible  Dramas 

Appreciation  of  the  Bible  in  the  home  will  be  aided 
by  discussing  its  flesh-and-blood  characters  as  such. 
William  Lyon  Phelps  says  that  “a  man  can  learn  more 
about  human  nature  from  the  Bible  than  from  living  in 
New  York.”  People  within  the  Bible  in  one  respect  are 
like  people  outside  it;  to  know  them  you  must  be  with 
them  for  awhile.  Haste  is  inimical  to  thorough  acquaint¬ 
ance.  My  father  read  slowly.  Dickens  he  particularly 
enjoyed.  But  when  he  talked  of  Traddles  or  Mrs.  Gum- 
midge,  or  the  Artful  Dodger,  or  the  Beadle,  or  Sam 
Weller,  it  was  as  if  they  had  just  left  the  room.  Such 
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conversation  is  Joo  often  an  unacquired  or  a  lost  art.  To 
speak  of  Aaron,  Rehoboam,  and  Absalom  as  if  they  had 
just  left  the  room  makes  the  Bible  a  living  book.  To 
speak  of  Jesus  as  if  He  left  the  world  two  thousand 
years  ago  is  to  make  the  Bible  a  book  of  the  dead. 

A  children’s  Bible  ought  to  be  illustrated,  and  that 
better  than  it  has  ever  yet  been  done.  Said  John  of 
Damascus,  “Pictures  are  the  books  of  the  unlearned,” 
and  octavo  volumes  have  frequently  said  less.  The  only 
pictures  that  are  really  moving  are  those  which  are  fixed 
early  and  indelibly  upon  the  retina  of  the  heart.  The 
kindergarten  of  the  soul  should  be  in  charge  of  the 
artist.  The  comic  supplement  and  the  secular  portrait¬ 
ure  of  the  tabloid  again  show  that  the  children  of  this 
world  are  wiser  in  their  generation  than  the  children  of 
light. 

Above  all,  spiritual  insight  is  what  we  are  seeking 
for  ourselves  and  for  our  children.  In  a  sense  the  Bible 
is  the  story  of  parents  who  were  seeking  and  finally  came 
to  know  God  as  a  Father  who  hath  given  us  of  His  Spirit. 
Spiritual  insight  cannot  be  mechanically  imparted,  but 
words  are  a  great  part  of  its  mechanism.  Words  we 
impart  to  our  children  with  the  hope  that  later,  when 
they  stand  on  some  pinnacle  and  the  glory  of  this  world 
is  shown  in  a  moment,  in  an  equally  fieet  moment  will  come 
the  insight  into  the  glory  of  the  Word.- 


Associated  Bishops 

What  Kind  of  Episcopacy  Shall  We  Have  in  Foreign  Lands? 

By  Bishop  George  A.  Miller 


IT  BECOMES  increasingly  evident  that  the  idealistic 
action  of  the  General  Conference  of  1920  in  vacating 
the  missionary  episcopacy  did  not  solve  the  problems 
of  superintendence  of  the  work  of  the  church  in  so-called 
foreign  fields.  Since  that  year  the  church  outside  the 
United  States  has  continued  to  advance  both  in  numbers 
and  in  conscious  approach  to  the  basic  problems  of  self¬ 
extension,  self-support,  and  self-administration.  Every¬ 
where  the  standing  themes  for  discussion  in  Conferences, 
conventions,  and  institutes  are  evangelism,  organization, 
and  self-support.  There  is  everywhere  a  growing  desire 
for  a  larger  measure  of  national  participation  in  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  leadership. 

All  too  evident  are  the  defects  of  our  present  method 
of  selecting  general  superintendents  for  overseas  work. 
It  is  unfair  to  take  men  in  middle  life  away  from  tasks 
in  which  they  are  succeeding  and  assign  them  to  work 
of  great  intricacy  and  difficulty  for  which  they  have  had 
no  preparation  and  in  a  foreign  language  which  they  are 
too  old  to  learn.  There  must  be  a  better  way. 

The  proposal  to  elect  general  superintendents  from 
among  national  leaders  on  mission  fields  has  a  plausible 
sound,  but  in  practice  is  sure  to  present  difficulties.  Cer¬ 
tainly  these  fields  are  producing  men  as  capable  as  our¬ 
selves,  but  it  is  required  in  a  general  superintendent,  not 
merely  that  he  be  the  husband  of  one  wife,  but  that  he 
also  possess  in  his  conscious  thinking  and  unconscious 
jattitude  toward  all  things  a  certain  background  of  ac¬ 
cumulated  experience  and  judicial  balance.  As  one  great 
and  good  man  has  put  it,  “A  man  must  survive  many 


things  before  he  gets  to  be  a  bishop.”  And  some  of  the 
surviving  ought  to  be  on  the  part  of  his  religious  inherit¬ 
ance.  This  background  is  not  instantaneously  transferred 
to  civilizations  where  evangelical  Christianity  is  now  tak¬ 
ing  root  and  beginning  to  bear  abundant  fruit. 

The  difficulties  apt  to  follow  the  election  of  general 
superintendents  from  the  ends  of  the  earth  are  not  due 
to  any  inferiority  on  their  part  or  assumptions  of  su¬ 
periority  on  ours.  They  are  questions  of  administra¬ 
tive  expediency.  The  sudden  creation  of  an  economic 
gulf  between  a  few  men  and  their  brethren  would  not 
be  free  from  a  tendency  to  undue  exaltation,  and  aris- 

jealousies  would  subject  the  new  national  superin¬ 
tendents  to  an  unfair  strain  that  would  seriously  preju¬ 
dice  their  prospects  of  administrative  success. 

Granted  that  the  plan  now  in  vogue  is  imperfect, 
that  the  creation  at  present  of  foreign  general  superin¬ 
tendents  would  be  inexpedient,  what  shall  we  do? 

Missionary  Episcopacy  Still  in  the  Discipline 

The  writer  of  these  lines  believes  that  the  remedy  is 
not  far  to  seek.  We  still  have  in  the  Discipline  the  tem¬ 
porarily  abandoned  missionary  episcopacy,  which  in 
practice  gave  good  results.  It  was  good  as  far  as  it 
went,  but  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  We  also  have  the 
Central  Conferences  with  their  increasing  powers  and 
high  strategic  convenience  as  bases  of  missionary  ad¬ 
ministration. 

What  then?  Let  the  old  missionary  episcopacy  be 
modified  to  become  an  associated  superintendency,  under 
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whatever  convenient  name.  Let  the  Central  Conferences 
on  missionary  fields  nominate  or  elect,  subject  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  confirmation,  associate  bishops  in  such 
number  as  the  General  Conference,  upon  Central  Con¬ 
ference  recommendation,  may  determine.  Let  these  as¬ 
sociated  bishops  be  elected  for  episcopal  supervision 
within  the  boundaries  of  their  Central  Conference  ter¬ 
ritories,  their  support  to  be  provided  in  part  from  the 
fields  they  serve,  and  their  work  of  administration  to  be 
associated  with  that  of  a  general  superintendent  of  the 
same  Central  Conference  field.  Such  associated  bishops 
might  be,  or  might  not  be,  elected  for  limited  terms  of 
service,  as  the  General  Conference  might  determine. 

To  illustrate.  In  Latin-America,  for  instance,  let 
there  be  one  general  superintendent  and  two  associate 
superintendents,  one  in  the  north  and  one  in  the  south. 
There  need  be  practically  no  increase  of  expense  to  the 
church  in  their  plan  over  the  present  system  of  two  gen¬ 
eral  superintendents  for  all  Latin-America,  and  there 
would  be  high  gains  in  effective  supervision  and  local 
contributions  to  the  episcopal  fund. 

Central  Conference  Bishop 

We  now  have  in  the  Discipline  a  perfect  analogy  for 
this  principle  of  administration.  In  Paragraph  96,  Sec¬ 
tion  3  (1920),  w:e  find  that  in  a  Mission  Conference  a 
bishop  may  appoint  “a  superintendent  who  may  also  be 
a  district  superintendent,  where  there  are  two  or  more 
districts.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  Mission  Conference  to  take  general  supervision  of 
the  Conference  and  yet  not  so  as  to  interfere  with  the 
duties  of  the  district  superintendents.”  It  is  further  pro¬ 
vided  that  the  superintendent  of  the  entire  mission  shall 
represent  the  work  to  the  bishops,  various  boards  of  be¬ 
nevolence,  and  in  general  stand  between  the  work  and  the 
home  church. 

In  precisely  this  way  the  proposed  general  superin¬ 
tendent  for  a  Central  Conference  area  could  be  related 
to  the  entire  work  within  the  Central  Conference  boun¬ 
daries,  but  at  the  same  time  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  administration  of  the  associate  super¬ 
intendents  in  their  respective  fields.  In  all  larger  mat¬ 
ters,  both  general  and  associate  superintendents  could 
act  together. 

There  are  obvious  advantages  in  this  plan.  National 
superintendents  are  apt  to  encounter  various  personal 
and  administrative,  difficulties,  in  which  case  the  general 
superintendent  would  be  in  a  position  to  come  to  their 
aid  and  in  such  a  relation  to  the  work  that  his  presence 
and  aid  would  be  effective.  There  are  numerous  cases 
in  which  two  men  are  stronger  than  twice  one,  and  the 
causes  of  evangelism,  missionary  extension,  and  religious 
education  could  be  effectively  promoted  under  such  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  combined  leadership.  The  new  national  leaders 
would  have  opportunity  to  break  into  the  work  under 
conditions  favorable  for  success.  Every  Central  Con¬ 
ference  area  would  have  a  general  superintendent  con¬ 
versant  with  the  conditions  and  needs  of  his  entire  field, 
and  in  a  position  to  serve  as  a  connecting  link  with  the 
world  church. 

There  is  no  good  reason  for  asking  the  struggling 
churches  in  these  fields  to  assume  the  whole  support  of 
their  bishops.  We  do  not  insist  that  they  pay  the  entire 
salaries  of  their  other  native  ministers.  They  will  do 
their  best,  and  they  need  our  help  in  this  as  in  other 
matters. 


This  idea  in  principle  is  not  new.  The  Latin-Amer¬ 
ica  Central  Conference  in  1924  asked  for  a  general  su¬ 
perintendent  with  two  missionary  bishops.  That  request 
will  probably  be  repeated  with  some  modification,  per¬ 
haps  as  here  indicated.  I  have  discussed  this  plan  with 
leading  representatives  of  the  church  in  nearly  all  Latin 
lands,  and  have  yet  to  hear  a  single  dissenting  opinion. 

To  condense  and  resume.  The  proposed  associated 
superintendency  for  tlie  church  in  young  and  growing 
sections  of  the  world  field  would  introduce  national  lead¬ 
ers  to  high  administrative  responsibility  under  favorable 
conditions,  with  adequate  co-operation  and  promise  of 
increasing  success.  It  would  supply  through  the  general 
superintendent  an  effective  connection  between  the  home 
church  and  the  work  in  other  lands.  Episcopal  super¬ 
vision  would  be  more  effective  than  at  present,  combining 
the  intimate  knowledge  and  close  relations  of  the  national 
superintendents  with  the  wide  experience  and  mature  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  general  superintendent.  By  this  method  we 
would  serve  notice  to  all  peoples  that  we  mean  what  we 
say  about  our  policy  of  self-determination  for  mission 
fields  and  our  lack  of  any  conscious  intention  to  dominate 
all  the  world  from  the  United  States.  It  would  cost  no 
more  than  the  present  system,  and  it  would  stimulate  self- 
support,  evangelism,  and  local  missionary  work  the  world 
around. 

“Not  Good  Unless  Validated” 

1  PURCHASED  a  round-trip  ticket  from  California 
to  New  York.  The  return  stub  was  marked,  “Not 
good  unless  validated.” 

Thus  the  railroad  company  required  that  I  appear 
at  its  office  in  New  York,  and  there,  signing  my  namejl 
reaffirm  intention  of  continuing  the  trip  in  person. 

Conversion  and  religion  “run  out”  as  surely  as  do 
railroad  tickets. 

Church  membership,  secured  elsewhere,  peters  out, 
loses  its  savor,  is  not  good  on  removing  to  a  new  town, 
unless  validated  by  personal  application  to  the  local 
church  of  that  place. 

And — the  power  of  the  church  leaks  out  as  through 
a  sieve,  when  members  move  to  another  State,  city,  or  pre¬ 
cinct,  without  transferring  membership  to  a  church  they 
can  attend. — Ivan  Melville  Terwilliger. 

For  100  Per  Centers 

The  100  per  cent  American  who  advises  Europe  to 
give  up  its  armaments,  but  who  is  on  his  guard 
against  the  Jew  in  New  York,  against  the  Japanese 
in  California,  or  against  the  Negro  everywhere,  is  a  trav¬ 
esty  of  intelligence  and  morals — hatred  preaching 
brotherly  love. 

Brass  Tacks 

By  John  Andrew  Holmes 

— The  pastor  who  can  be  hired  is  the  pastor  who  should 
be  fired. 

— If  church  members  would  merely  behave,  evangelistic 
services  would  be  unnecessary. 

— There  are  people  whose  only  idea  of  practical  religion 
is  to  join  the  church  that  is  likely  to  bring  them  the  most 
trade. 
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Facing  General  Conference 


Dr.  8.-M.  Utley 


These  Are  They 

LITTLE  more  than  fifty  years 
ago,  Samuel  M.  Utley,  A.B., 
M.D.,  was  born  in  Robertson 
County,  Tennessee,  entering  the 
Tennessee  Conference  exactly 
twenty-five  years  ago.  During 
that  period  he  served  as  pastor 
and  district  superintendent;  the 
latter  office  for  ten  years.  Though 
also  a  practicing  physician  and 
for  a  number  of  years  a  professor 
in  Meharry  Medical  College, 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  Doctor 
Utley  is  vitally  interested  and  notably  active  in  church 
work.  In  two  previous  General  Conferences,  1908  and 
1916,  he  was  a  delegate  from  his  Conference.  He 
brings  to  the  General  Conference  the  mind  and  tem¬ 
perament  of  the  scientist,  but  will  not  do  violence  to 
the  orthodoxy  of  that  body.  His  accustomed  poise  and 
his  quiet  devotional  spirit  fit  him  admirably  for  the 
task. 

*  *  *  * 

NOT  the  professions  only,  but 
business  will  have  its  representa¬ 
tives  in  General  Conference.  It 
is  natural  that  the  personnel  of 
that  body  reflect  the  religious 
experience  of  every  cross  section 
of  the  church  and  society.  The 
merchant  has  his  contribution  to 
make;  so  thought  the  Lay  Elec¬ 
toral  Conference  of  Louisiana 

when  it  elected  A.  L.  Fleet, 

prominent  merchant  of  the  capital 
city  of  New  Orleans  to  represent  them  at  Kansas  City. 
He  is  a  loyal  member  of  Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
and  was  their  unanimous  choice  as  delegate.  In 
Centenary  days,  Mr.  Fleet  contributed  the  first  $100 
to  his  local  church’s  quota  on  allotment.  He  likewise 
makes  his  annual  World  Service  contribution  because 
of  his  confidence  in  the  program  of  his  beloved  Meth¬ 
odism. 


IT  BY  no  means  invariably  fol¬ 
lows  that  a  transfer  from  one 
Conference  to  another  must  needs 
forego  the  certainty  of  his  election 
as  a  delegate  from  the  Conference 
into  which  he  makes  advent. 
Among  those  whose  election  does 
not  conform  to  that  assumption 
is  Dr.  G.  W.  Lewis,  pastor  of 
Clark  Memorial,  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  The  major  part  of  his 
long,  eventful  ministry — in  fact, 
all  of  it  except  the  last  two  years — 
was  spent  in  Central  Alabama  Conference.  From  it 
he  was  sent  to  the  Springfield  General  Conference. 
Transferring  two  years  ago  to  Tenessee  Conference,  he 
was,  by  that  Conference  at  its  last  session,  elected  on 
first  ballot,  leading  his  delegation.  In  all  he  has  sat  in 


A.  L.  Fleet 


O.  W.  Lewis 


Matthew  8.  Davage 


four  General  Conferences.  A  forceful  speaker  and 
popular.  Doctor  Lewis  is  in  demand  for  addresses 
generally  throughout  the  South.  General  Conference 
will  afford  wide  opportunity  and  ready  occasion  for  the 
exercise  of  such  ability.  There  will  be  many  problems 
to  be  solved  by  powerful  debate  both  in  committee 
rooms  and  in  the  main  assembly.  Doctor  Lewis  will 
be  at  home  in  Kansas  City  Conference. 


IN  GENUINE  integrity,  eflS- 
ciency,  and  abandon  to  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  our  Methodism,  Matthew 
S.  Davage  can  not  be  surpassed. 
In  this  regard  he  possesses  the 
fullest  confidence  of  his  brethren 
of  the  local  and  general  church 
alike.  He  is  a  son  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  parsonage,  a  Louisianian  by 
birth,  and  an  ardent  churchman 
from  his  youth.  After  graduation 
from  New  Orleans  University  he 
successfully  taught  mathematics 
in  his  alma  mater  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was 
subsequently  business  manager  of  The  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate.  During  the  period  of  the  past 
twelve  years,  he  has  served  as  president  of  four  of  our 
church  schools,  and  is  now  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
administration  as  president  of  Clark  University, 
Atlanta.  He  has  advanced  that  institution  to  the 
accredited  standard  of  an  “A”  grade  college.  The  Lay 
Electoral  Conference  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  has 
just  paid  Doctor  Davage  the  high  tribute  of  electing 
him  to  the  General  Conference  upon  his  return  to  his 
home  Conference  after  an  absence  of  twelve  years  in 
other  fields.  However,  while  laboring  in  other  Con¬ 
ferences,  notably  the  West  Texas  and  Upper  Mississippi, 
he  has  each  time  been  honored  with  election  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference.  It  is  a  just  appreciation  of  service  and 
worth  that  Doctor  Davage  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Book  Committee  since  1912.  His  administrative  turn 
of  mind  will  be  much  in  demand  at  the  approaching 
General  Conference. 

♦  *  *  * 

NORTH  CAROLINA  Conference 
is  sending  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  one  of  its  most  prominent 
pastors  in  the  person  of  the 
Rev.  R.  W.  Winchester,  D.D., 
of  Galilee  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Laurinburg,  North 
Carolina.  The  Conference  thus 
honors  him  because  of  his  sterling 
worth  as  demonstrated  in  his 
pastorates  of  leading  churches  in 
the  Conference.  A  leader  in 
financial  adventures  in  the  local 
church,  he  is  also  Conference  treasurer,  which  oflSce 
he  has  held  for  years.  He  holds  diplomas  from  Bennett 
College  and  Gammon  Theological  Seminary.  His 
financial  experience  will  be  worth  much  in  the  discus¬ 
sions  on  church  finance  during  the  General  Conference 
sessions. 


R.  W,  Winchester 
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Daily  Vacation  Bible  School 

By  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Edwards 


The  second 
session  of  the 
L  o  V  e  1  a  d  y 
Circuit  Daily  Va¬ 
cation  Bible  (or 
Church)  School 
was  opened  August 
10,  1927,  in  the 
White  Rock  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal 
Church  with  a  rep¬ 
resentative  number 
of  girls  and  boys 
of  three  denomina- 
tions,  namely: 
Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal,  Colored  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal, 
and  Baptists. 

The  writer  be¬ 
lieves  that  the 
rural  church 
should  have  a 
seven-day  program  as  well  as  the  city  church,  and  that 
depends  upon  the  vision  and  the  ability  of  the  rural 
pastor  who  prays,  “Thy  Kingdom  Come,”  and  makes 
no  effort  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Amidst  the  many  perlexing  problems  which  con¬ 
front  one  in  trying  to  organize  and  to  promote  the 
daily  vacation  Bible  school  in  the  rural  field  there  is 
none  more  annoying  than  that  of  hostility  on  the  part 
of  those  who  are  set  in  their  methods  of  the  old-time  way 
of  conducting  the  Sunday  school — “Read  the  next 
verse;  are  there  any  questions?”  In  the  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  the  pupils  are  taught  to  expect  something 
from  their  teachers,  consequently,  the  day  has  come 
when  there  should  be  in  the  rural  as  well  as  in  the  city 


school  that  type  of  teachers  who  have  something  for 
the  children,  and  can  give  it  to  them. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  the  rural  church  should 
have  a  program  equal  to  that  of  the  city,  contrasting 
the  conditions  and  conveniences.  The  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  of  the  Lovelady  Circuit  this  year  was  in 
advance  of  that  of  last  year  in  all  its  programs,  in  that 
we  secured  textbooks  to  be  used  instead  of  the  lecture 
method;  which  broadened  the  vision  of  both  students 
and  teachers. 

The  school  was  organized  into  three  departments, 
namely:  Beginners,  taught  by  Miss  Focella  O’Neil,  a 
student  of  the  college  department  of  Wiley  College 
last  year;  this  year  she  is  in  Prairie  View.  The  textbook 
for  this  department  was  the  junior  catechism. 

The  Primary  Department  was  taught  by  Miss  Pearl 
C.  Teal,  Baptist,  and  an  accomplished  teacher  in  the 
Crockett  High  School,  who  also  taught  handicraft  work. 
The  textbook  used  in  this  department  was,  “Learning 
God’s  Way,”  by  Carolyn  Dudley.  The  Junior  Depart¬ 
ment  was  taught  by  the  writer,  using  the  textbook,  “The 
Child  in  His  World,”  by  Paul  Patton  Paris. 

Other  able  teachers  of  college  grade  were  elected  to 
serve  on  the  faculty  of  the  school  who  are  members  of 
the  White  Rock  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  namely: 
Miss  Reedy  Voner  and  Miss  Adline  Wooten,  but  owing 
to  the  fact  they  were  taking  studies  in  Prairie  View 
during  the  summer,  and  of  the  short  session  of  the 
Bible  school,  they  did  not  serve.  \ 

On  the  Lovelady  Circuit,  even  though  we  have  con¬ 
ducted  daily  vacation  Bible  schools,  we  have  not 
raised  all  our  World  Service  money  and  othef  claims; 
there  is  a  reason,  and  that  will  be  revealed  if  there  be 
that  follow-up  instruction  of  religious  education;  for 
I  believe  that  will  be  the  salvation  of  the  rural  church. 
We  serve  God  with  our  lips,  but  our  pockets  are  turned 
the  other  direction. 


MUi  P$arl  a.  Teat 


Wiley  College  Endowment  Makes 

Headway 

By  H.  J.  Mason,  Wiley  College 


Dr.  I.  GARLAND  PENN,  of  Cincinnati,  secie- 
tary  endowments  and  field  activities,  educational 
institutions  for  Negroes,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  accompanied  by  President  Dogan  and  execu¬ 
tive  Secretary,  H.  J.  Mason,  of  Wiley  College,  has 
recently  completed  a  visitation  of  several  charges  on 
the  Palestine,  Beaumont,  and  Houston  Districts  in 
the  interest  of  the  endowment  for  Wiley.  He  plans 
covering  the  remaining  three  districts  beginning  Novem¬ 
ber  13  and  working  up  to  Annual  Conference.  Charges 
visited  on  this  trip  were  Palestine,  Leona,  Fairfield, 
Beaumont,  Port  Arthur,  Orange,  Willis,  Galveston, 
Houston. 

The  trip  was  highly  successful.  More  than  $300 
in  cash  was  raised  and  assurance  given  by  each  pastor 


that  the  entire  apportionment  would  be  brought  to 
Conference.  The  pleasing  feature  about  the  trip, 
aside  from  cash  raised,  was  the  large  and  enthusiastic 
crowds  that  attended  the  meetings.  Everywhere  the 
people  came  out  in  great  numbers. 

President  Dogan  in  an  appropriate  and  effective 
way,  each  time  introduced  Doctor  Penn,  who  delivered 
the  main  speech.  Both  these  men  spoke  of  the  fine 
progress  being  made  by  the  race,  but  emphasized  the 
great  need  of  conserving  this  advancement  by  assuming 
a  larger  share  of  responsibility  for  it.  Doctor  Penn’s 
speech  made  a  tremendous  and  favorable  impression 
wherever  delivered;  and  while  he  paid  tribute  to  the 
work  of  other  denominations,  he  expressed  as  his 
earnest  conviction  that  the  Negro  is  under  heaviest 
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obligation  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
stressed  the  fact  that  Wiley  is  maintained  for  the 
education  of  the  Negro,  irrespective  of  church  affilia¬ 
tions.  He  intimated  that  larger  plans  are  in  process 
of  development  for  expanding  the  scope  and  usefulness 
of  Wiley,  and  that  in  the  very  near  future  it  is  possible, 
even  probable,  that  those  interested  in  and  responsible 
for  the  operation  and  government  of  the  institution  will 
seek  to  incorporate  into  its  curricula  graduate  courses 
as  a  means  of  providing  opportunity  to  obtain  advanced 
degrees  without  the  high  cost  incident  to  long  travel  to 
other  sections  of  the  country. 

President  Dogan  is  elated  pver  the  revival  of  the 
spirit  in  the  Conference,  which  once  was  the  source  of 
substantial  direct  giving  to  Wiley.  The  day  is  not  far 
distant  when  the  Conference  will  again  be  laying  on  the 
altar  of  education  $10,000  a  year  for  the  support  of 
Wiley. 

This  itinerary  was  planned  so  as  to  meet  at  strategic 
points  sub-district  gToups,  thus  giving  opportunity  to 
touch  practically  every  pastor;  and  in  each  instance 
the  men  renewed  their  allegiance  to  the  school  and 
reaffirmed  their  confidence  in  the  administration  of 
President  Dogan,  because  of  the  remarkable  way  he 
has  been  able  to  keep  Wiley  advancing  as  one  of  the 
few  first-class  institutions  for  Negroes.  The  preachers 
seemed  deeply  in  earnest  about  the  work  of  the  church 
in  all  its  phases  and  were  optimistic  over  the  outlook 
for  a  good  report  at  the  Annual  Conference. 

A  President’s  Home  Bereft 

A  GREATER  loss  could  hardly  come  to  any  of  our 
schools  than  that  experienced  by  the  Morris¬ 
town  Normal  College  in  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Anna  Hill  Portrum,  daughter  of  president  and  Mrs. 
J.  S.  Hill,  which  occurred  after  a  brief  illness  November 
3,  1927. 

Mrs.  Portrum  was  the  oldest  of  eight  children,  and 
from  girlhood  had  been  the  constant  associate  of  her 
parents  in  the  development  of  the  great  plant  and 
school  which  has  a  leading  place  among  the  colored 
schools  of  this  country. 

She  received  a  liberal  education  and  was  well  pre¬ 
pared  to  be  a  constant  adviser  and  support  to  her 
father  in  his  ardent  endeavors  for  the  school.  The 
money  for  the  purchase  of  the  ground  where  the  new 
buildings  now  stand  has  been  entirely  secured  by  the 
solicitation  of  President  Hill.  In  his  long  absences 
from  home  raising  funds  for  enlargement  or  current 
expenses,  he  could  feel  safe  with  the  school  under  the 
watchful  care  of  Mrs.  Hill  and  Mrs.  Portrum.  In  the 
advancing  years  of  her  parents  Mrs.  Portrum  has  been 
their  strength  and  comfort.  Her  marriage  was  most 
happy  in  this  connection.  Mr.  Portrum  is  a  quiet, 
aggressive  business  man,  who  joined  devotedly  in  the 
service  of  love  rendered  the  Hill  household  and  the 
school.  He  is  loved  by  her  parents  as  their  very  own, 
in  which  all  the  family  gladly  share. 

Perhaps  the  largest  service  rendered  by  Mrs.  Portrum 
to  the  school  work  was  that,  through  her  unselfish  and 
Christian  social  spirit,  she  became  a  distinct  social 
and  church  leader  in  the  city  of  Morristown,  and  by 
her  influence  helped  to  transform  the  community 
spirit  toward  the  work  and  the  workers  at  the  school, 
until  it  has  for  many  years  been  true  that  her  husband 
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and  brothers  have  all  been  recognized  in  leading  places 
of  public  distinction,  and  her  father  has  been  given 
many  places  of  honor  and  trust  in  civic  leadership. 

The  high  regard  in  which  Mrs.  Portrum  was  held  by  the 
entire  city  was  evidenced  in  one  of  the  largest  funerals 
•  ever  held  in  the  city,  at  which  the  floral  tributes  ex¬ 
ceeded  in  number  and  richness  anything  the  par¬ 
ticipants  had  ever  seen  or  known  in  that  community. 
The  home,  the  school,  the  church,  and  the  community 
are  in  mourning  for  one  who  was  loved  by  all. — The 
Foundation. 

The  Result  of  the  Annual  Rally 
of  Claflin  University 

By  the  Rev.  I.  E.  Lowery 

Most  of  the  Negro  colleges  in  South  Carolina 
have  an  annual  financial  rally.  Some  of  them 
call  it  the  “Formal  Opening”  and  some  call 
it  “Founder’s  Day.”  On  Thursday,  October  20th, 
there  took  place  at  Claflin  University,  located  at 
Orangeburg,  what  is  called  “the  Claflin  Rally.”  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  gathered  there  from  all  portions  of  the 
entire  State.  Bishop  Ernest  G.  Richardson,  of  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  was  present,  and  presided.  Before  he  called  the 
roll  of  the  district  superintendents,  he  delivered  a  very 
interesting  address  to  the  faculty,  students,  and  visitors. 

A  mother  who  is  intensely  interested  in  the  endow¬ 
ment  and  expansion  o^  Claflin  University,  came, 
bringing  her  fourteen-months-old  baby.  She  collected 
$25  for  this  purpose.  Dr.  L.  M.  Dunton  collected  and 
reported  $4,000,  and  president  J.  B.  Randolph -re¬ 
ported  $8,000  for  the  same  cause. 

The  bishop  then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  of  the 
district  superintendents,  and  they  reported  as  follows: 
Beaufort  District,  L.  G.  Gregg,  superintendent,  $1,- 
583.45;  Bennettsville  District,  W.  S.  Thompson, 
$958;  Charleston  District,  A.  R.  Howard,  $909; 
Florence  District,  R.  F.  Harrington,  $1,194.66;  Green¬ 
ville,  J.  E..C.  Jenkins,  $852.55;  Orangeburg,  J.  B. 
Taylor,  $1,400.60;  Spartanburg,  L.  W.  Williams, 
$1,000.23;  Sumter,  A.  G.  Townsend,  $1,255. 

At  the  close  of  this  exercise  in  the  chapel,  the  min¬ 
isters  and  visitors  were  invited  to  the  students’  dining 
hall,  where  a  sumptuous  dinner  was  served  to  them. 
The  day  was  an  enjoyable  one  to  all  who  were  present. 

The  ministers  and  laymen  of  South  Carolina  are 
highly  pleased  at  the  great  work  president  J.  B.  Ran¬ 
dolph  is  doing  for  Methodism  in  this  State. 

Self-Sacrifice 

By  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Riley 

Pastor  Scott  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 

A  CERTAIN  woman  in  years  gone  by  gave  up 
her  life  rather  than  desert  the  body  of  her  dead 
brother.  Someone  has  said,  “History  has 
crowned  self-sacrifice  as  one  of  the  virtues.”  In  all 
ages  selfishness  has  been  like  unto  a  flaming  sword 
consuming  society .>  It  has  worked  waste  and  ruin  in  a 
thousand  ways,  but  self-sacrifice  has  stood  by  with 
bowed  head  saying:  I  would  rather  suffer  than  cause 
anyone  a  single  pain. 

Society  makes  haste  to  forget  one  who  thinks  only 
of  self.  Someone  has  said,  “Self-sacrifice  is  embedded 
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in  all  nature.”  It  seems  clear  that  this  saying  is  true; 
for  example,  take  the  human  body.  In  the  human  body 
there  are  billions  of  cells,  and  some  of  these  cells  are 
so  small  that  they  cannot  be  seen  by  the  naked  eye, 
but  they  are  there  just  the  same  fulfilling  the  common 
law  of  sacrifice.  All  embryologists  agree  that  all  cells’ 
in  the  human  body  must  lose  their  lives  to  save  them¬ 
selves. 

The  new  science  makes  the  human  body  stand  out 
as  a  temple  that  has  been  constructed  out  of  bricks. 
The  temple  of  St.  Peter  is  made  up  by  strange  marble 
from  Athens;  splendid  and  beautiful  wood  from  Cyprus; 
and  granite  from  Italy,  all  of  which  are  brought  to¬ 
gether  into  one  beautiful  temple.  The  human  body, 
as  we  have  said,  is  made  up  of  billions  of  cells  which 
work  together  in  such  harmony  that  they  form  one 
beautiful  structure.  The  human  body,  with  its  billions 
of  cells,  is  just  one  example;  there  are  multitudes  of 
others  in  nature. 

We  have  said  all  this  to  call  attention  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  self-sacrifice.  I  speak  as  a  minister  to 
ministers.  Some  of  us  on  account  of  selfishness  stand 
much  in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  the  Kingdom.  In 
some  Conferences  we  have  allowed  selfishness  to  grow 
up  like  a  great  wall,  so  that  we  find  lines  sharply 
drawn  between  men  who  have  been  transferred  from 
other  Conferences;  between  college  men  and  self- 
made  men;  between  younger  men  and  older  men; 
and  some  of  us  have  gone  so  far  as  to  allow  lines  of 
color  to  appear.  None  of  these  things  should  be, 
for  as  long  as  we  allow  selfishness  to  do  away  with 
self-sacrifice,  just  so  long  will  the  kingdom  of  our 
Master  be  retarded.  But  as  soon  as  we  cultivate  the 
spirit  of  self-sacrifice,  the  kingdom  of  God  among  us 
will  go  forward  in  leaps  and  bounds. 

Another  Soldier  Has  Fallen 

By  the  Rev.  A.  Callahan 

N  OCTOBER  12,  1927,  just  before  the  dawn  of 
day,  the  Rev.  Birvin  Samuel  Kirk,  a  well-known 
minister  of  the  Central  Alabama  Conference, 
crossed  the  Jordan.  For  about  thirty  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Central  Alabama  Conference.  During 
this  time  he  was  a  true  leader  of  his  people.  He  pastored 
the  following  charges:  Triana,  Stevenson,  Bellemina, 
Oakland,  Warrior,  Wedowee,  Center,  Roanoke,  Heflin, 
Oak  Grove,  Mobile,  Brewton,  Castleberry,  Lafayette, 
Wadley,  Rockford,  Wedowee  (second  time),  Talladega, 
Lineville,  Eutaw,  and  Gainesville,  where  he  departed  this 
life  at  his  post  of  duty. 

The  Rev.  Kirk  attended  school  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
for  some  years,  after  which  he  taught  before  entering 
the  ministry.  He  married  Miss  Bernice  Jones  while  pas- 
toring  at  Stevenson  about  twenty-eight  years  ago.  Ten 
children  were  bom  to  this  union,  nine  of  whom  survive. 
He  was  a  follower  of  Jesus  for  forty-flve  years.  Even 
near  the  end  he  had  not  grown  tired.  His  whole  heart, 
soul,  and  mind  were  on  his  work.  He  was  sick  only  nine 
days.  Saturday,  October  8,  while  lying  on  his  bed,  he 
sang,  “Let  us  all  sing  together  on  our  knees.”  He  read 
his  report  to  the  bishop,  stating  that  he  had  done  his  best 
under  present  conditions.  The  Rev.  C.  P.  Payne,  of 
Eutaw,  spoke  over^the  remains  at  Gainesville.  The  Rev. 
R.  R.  Williams,  his  district  superintendent,  had  the  body 


carried  to  Tuscaloosa  to  be  prepared  for  burial,  and  was  ( 
then  brought  to  Talladega,  where  his  family  resides.  At 
Bethlehem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Talladega,  Oc¬ 
tober  18,  memorial  services  were  held.  The  ministers  of 
the  city  acted  as  pallbearers.  The  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Knoxville  cemetery,  the  community  in  which 
he  lived. 

The  Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society 

And  the  Woman’s  National  Committee  for  Law 

Enforcement 

At  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  The  Woman’s 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  the  necessity  for 
action  by  women  to  aid  law  enforcement  was 
frequently  stressed.  Several  speakers,  among  them 
Bishop  Thomas  Nicholson,  president  of  the  Anti- 
Saloon  League,  urged  the  society  to  use  its  influence 
to  assist  the  work  of  law-enforcement  agencies. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

The  General  Executive  Committee  of  The  Woman’s 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  meeting  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  by  unanimous 
vote  pledges  itself  to  urge  its  constituency,  consisting 
of  400,000  women  of  voting  age  from  every  State  in 
the  Union,  to  use  their  influence  and  votes  for  absolute 
allegiance  to  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  our  land; 
and,  further,  will  co-operate  with  the  Woman’s  Na¬ 
tional  Committee  for  Law  Enforcement  in  observance 
of  November  13  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  this  end. 

Programs  and  posters  for  public  meetings  may  be  ^ 
obtained  from: 

1  Arsenal  Square,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  or 

129  E.  52d  Street,  New  York  City,  by  payment  of 
postage;  $1  per  hundred  copies. 

General  Conference  Delegates 

GEORGIA  CONFERENCE 

Lay — Clarence  A.  Titus,  sales  manager,  222  Memrose  Avenue, 
Decatur,  Ga.  Reserve — William  H.  Patton,  president  Epworth 
Seminary,  Epworth,  Ga. 

LINCOLN  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial — John  H.  Ellis,  district  superintendent,  823  East  Third 
Street,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  Reserve — David  G.  Franklin,  district 
superintendent,  Guthrie,  Okla. 

HOLSTON  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial — O.  R.  Tarwater,  pastor,  Johnson  City,  Tenn.;  J.  F. 
Reed,  district  superintendent,  831  Windsor  Avenue,  Bristol,  Tenn.; 

A.  A.  Brown,  president  University  of  Chattanooga,  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.  Reserves — J.  M.  Melear,  editor,  Methodist  Book  Concern, 
Athens,  Tenn.;  R.  M.  Millard,  pastor.  Clinch  and  Locust  Streets, 
Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Lay — Mrs.  John  A.  Patten,  business  lady,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.; 
Henry  C.  Black,  banker,  Johnson  City,  Tenn.;  Alex.  D.  Harkness, 
business  man,  Jellico,  Tenn.  Reserve — Andy  M.  Hill,  real  estate, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.;  John  S.  Fletcher,  attorney,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.; 

R.  H.  Burkhart,  teacher,  Johnson  City,  Tenn. 


— Do  not  beg  of  a  beggar. 

— What  you  like  attracts  you. 

— Affection  is  always  soft-fingered. 

— Stumble,  and  you  will  likely  fumble. 
— Finish  one  before  you  begin  another. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

Interitational  Series 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


ISAIAH  COUNSELS  RULERS 

FOURTH  QUARTER.  LESSON  XI.  DECEMBER  11 


Scripture  Lesson— Isa.,  chapters  7,  31,  36, 
37. 

The  two  rulers  whom  Isaiah  counseled 
were  Kings  Ahaz  and  Hezekiah. 

leaiah  and  Ahaz.  Ahaz  was  in  desperate 
straits.  The  kings  of  Syria  and  northern 
Israel  had  combined  against  him  to  place  a 
Syrian  prince  on  his  throne,  and  bring  Judah 
into  a  triple  alliance  against  the  Assyrian  em¬ 
pire.  Ahaz  decided  to  call  on  Assyria  for 
the  help  which  he  knew  would  be  forthcom¬ 
ing.  Isaiah  advised  him  against  that  policy. 
He  considered  dependence  upon  Assyria  to 
mean  nothing  less  than  lack  of  faith  in  and 
dependence  upon  God.  He  advised  that 
Assyria  would  come  to  his  rescue;  but  that 
would  mean  that  he  would  become  a  vassal 
to  Assyria,  and  sooner  or  later  Assyria  would 
come  against  Judah  with  the  sword.  He 
urg^d  that  Ahaz  should  not  depend  on  any 
foreign  power  for  salvation,  but  upon  God 
only.  And  he  was  so  sure  that  God  would 
defend  him  if  he  should  do  that,  that  he  chal¬ 
lenged  Ahaz  to  ask  of  God  any  sign  he  might 
desire  as  assurance  that  He  would  defend 
him. 

But  Ahaz  rejected  Isaiah’s  policy  and 
challenge.  He  was  a  man  of  firm  decision, 
and  was  not  easily  persuaded  away  from  a 
policy  which  he  had  once  decided  upon.  He 
would  not  ask  a  sign  lest  he  might  get  it, 
and  he  had  already  decided  to  call  upon 
Assyria  for  aid.  It  turned  out  as  Isaiah  had 
predicted.  Assyria  came  to  his  rescue,  but 
he  became  Assyria’s  vassal;  and,  as  we  shall 
presently  see,  it  was  not  long  before  Assyria 
had  laid  waste  many  of  the  cities  of  Judah 
and  had  threatened  Jerusalem  itself.  This, 
however,  did  not  happen  during  Ahaz’s  reign ; 
for  he  remained  a  loyal  vassal  until  his  death. 
Judah  was  temporarily  saved  while  the 
northern  kingdom  of  Israel  was  permanently 
destroyed. 

Isaiah  and  Hezekiah.  But  Ahaz’s  son  was 
a  vacillating  character,  and  quite  easily  in¬ 
fluenced  by  others.  He  was  influenced  by 
some  of  his  advisers  to  ally  himself  with 
Ethiopia  and  Egypt  against  Assyria,  hoping 
by  that  means  to  regain  the  independence  of 
his  country.  Isaiah  strongly  denounced  that 
policy  in  chapters  30  and  31.  The  Egyptians, 
said  he  in  so  many  words,  bark  but  don’t 
bite;  they  talk  big  and  do  nothing;  they  make 
a  clanking  noise  with  the  sword  but  never 
draw  it.  He  stood  for  loyalty  to  Assyria 
since  Judah,  contrary  to  his  advice,  had  sold 
her  independence  to  Assyria.  He  was  sure 
that  Assyria  would  put  down  this  revolt 
without  shooting  an  arrow.  But  he  felt 
equally  sure  that  J udah’s  future  independ¬ 
ence  lay  in  loyalty  to  Assyria;  for  if  Judah 
should  put  her  trust  in  God,  it  would  not  be 
long  before  God  would  destroy  Assyria  and 
leave  Judah  free  again. 

So  it  happened.  The  Assyrian  king,  Sen¬ 
nacherib,  very  soon  smashed  the  anti-Assyrian 
jeague.  And  Hezekiah,  seeing  what  was  com¬ 
ing,  hastened  to  come  to  terms  with  Assyria 
before  Judah  was  completely  wiped  out, 
stripping  his  kingdom  of  all  its  gold  and 
silver  to  pay  for  his  foolish  policy  (2  Kings 
18.  13-16).  But  Sennacherib  bethought  him¬ 
self  of  the  possible  embarrassment  of  leaving 
such  an  unreliable  vassal  as  Hezekiah  in  a 
position  to  revolt  again.  So  he  again  de¬ 
manded  the  surrender  of  Jerusalem  and  the 
acceptance  of  an  Assyrian  garrison  (2  Kings 
18.  17-37;  Isa.  36). 

This  time  Hezekiah  sought  the  counsel  of 
Isaiah,  whose  counsel  he  had  rejected  not 
long  since,  but  to  his  bitter  sorrow.  Isaiah 
counseled  him  not  to  comply  with  Assyria’s 
demands,  but  to  trust  God  and  He  would 


defend  him  against  Sennacherib.  This  time 
his  counsel  was  heeded.  And,  sure  enough, 
when  Sennacherib  came  to  make  good  his 
boastful  threats  his  whole  plan  came  to 
nought,  and  he  hastened  out  of  Judah  back 
home  (2  Kings  19;  Isa.  37).  At  last  after 
two  attempts  and  failures  Isaiah  got  his 
counsel  heeded  and  his  international  policy 
adopted;  and  it  turned  out  gloriously  suc¬ 
cessful.  Its  success  shows  him  a  wise  states¬ 
man.  No,  the  truth  is  that  God  was  speaking 
through  him  and  deciding  upon  the  policies 
which  he  recommended.  The  events  of  the 
times  proved  the  unwisdom  of  the  policies 
which  he  advised  against  and  the  wisdom  of 
those  which  he  recommended.  He  was  a 
statesman  of  the  first  rank. 

^  And  he  was  a  loyal  patriot.  Even  when 
his  advices  had  been  ignored  and  evil  had 
come  upon  the  nation  as  a  consequence,  he 
always  stood  ready  to  advise  again  the  best 
thing  to  be  done  under  the  circumstances 
to  prevent  greater  evils.  The  loss  of  national 
independence  grieved  him.  And  unwise  re¬ 
volt  from  Assyria  in  an  effort  to  restore  this 
independence,  and  the  evil  results  of  this 
revolt  grieved  him  more  (Isa.  22;  1.  5-9). 
But  when  Assyria  made  further  demands  to 
increase  this  dependence,  he  stoutly  opposed 
it.  He  was  not  a  pacifist.  He  always  op¬ 
posed  dependence  upon  foreign  alliances  for 
defense,  but  stood  from  first  to  last  for  alli¬ 
ance  with  and  dependence  upon  God.  But 
we  are  not  to  think  of  him  merely  as  a  wise 
statesman.  He  was  first  of  all  a  prophet. 
His  international  policies  were  the  result  of 
his  religious  convictions.  He  believed  the 
coming  of  the  Messiah  near.  His  people, 
therefore,  should  not  presume  to  anticipate 
God,  but  should  be  righteous,  and  let  God 
do  the  rest — He  had  a  hand  in  the  raging  of 
the  nations. 

SAM  HUSTON  COLLEGE. 


Little  Stories 

What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

ZeteUa,  Oa. — Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church:  We  are  alive,  and  on  October 
2  the  captains  made  the  following  reports: 
Mrs.  Norah  B.  Scott,  $4.15;  Mrs.  Sarah 
Puckett,  $12.35;  Mrs.  Eva  Johnson,  $5.75; 
Mrs.  Susie  Simmons,  $8;  Mrs.  Fannie  An¬ 
derson,  $5.65;  Mrs.  M.  J.  Prothro,  $19;  Mr. 
W.  C.  Segraves,  $10.43;  Mrs.  Ida  Reans, 
$16.44;  total,  $80.  We  thank  God  for  His 
blessing  and  favor.— Irene  Leach,  Reporter. 

Montrose,  Miss. — We,  the  members  of 
Spring  Hill  Church,  led  by  our  alert  pastor, 
the  Rev.  W.  P.  Ward,  went  over  the  top 
with  the  harvest  drive,  raising  $120.  On  the 
next  Sunday  the  sister  church,  Mt.  Zion,  in 
the  harvest  drive  raised  $70.  The  churches 
are  alive  spiritually,  and  are  being  very  suc¬ 
cessful  in  their  undertakings,  under  the  splen¬ 
did  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Ward.  We  are 
truly  hoping  for  his  return  another  year. — 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Moore,  Reporter. 

Union,  Miss. — Union  circuit:  The,  writer 
was  assigned  to  this  circuit  at  the  Annual 
Conference,  which  was  held  in  Meridian, 
Miss.,  January,  1927,  by  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones. 
When  I  arrived  here  I  found  only  seventy 
members  on  the  circuit,  but  to-day  Union 
circuit  has  169  members.  We  have  taken  in 
ninety-nine  members  this  year,  and  will  be 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lesson  for  Sunday,  December  11,  1927 
“That  all  the  kingdoms  of  thtf  earth  may 
know  that  thou  art  the  Lord” 

(By  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

Assyria  had  been  at  war  with  other  nations, 
and  had  broken  down  their  altars  and  de¬ 
stroyed  their  gods.  Hezekiah  prayed  that 
Judah  might  be  saved.  He  recites  the  differ¬ 
ence.  The  gods  of  the  other  nations  were 
wood  and  stone;  they  could  be  cast  down 
or  burned  with  fire.  This  is  another  test 
like  that  of  Mt.  Carmel.  Will  God  save  His 
people  from  their  enemies,  or  will  His  hand 
rescue  and  save  them?  A  real  crisis  is  on. 
Shall  it  be  a  compromise  with  the  Assyrian 
king,  or  shall  Judah  “trust  and  not  be  afraid”? 

There  was  a  temptation  to  form  an  alli¬ 
ance  with  Egypt,  but  God  tells  Judah  her 
help  Cometh  not  from  Egypt’s  horses  and  war 
chariots,  but  from  reliance  upon  Jehovah, 
^nnacherib  did  invade  Judah,  and  King 
Hezekiah  sent  to  the  prophet  Isaiah  for  help, 
and  he  himself  went  into  the  temple  and 
laid  the  whole  matter  before  God.  He  asked 
the  Lord  to  show  His  greatness  that  all  the 
nations  of  earth  might  recognize  Him  as  God. 
Then  Isaiah  informed  Hezekiah  that  his 
prayer  was  heard,  and  that  the  invading  army 
would  be  destroyed  without  any  attack  on 
Jerusalem. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  what  influence  the 
prophet  Isaiah  had  with  kings  and  other  men 
of  state  in  his  day.  In  this  he  was  a  real 
missionary.  .Such  was  the  influence  of  the 
early  Christians  at  Rome  that  Constantine 
was  compelled  to  surrender  the  position  held 
by  his  predecessors  in  opposition  to  Christ, 
and  he  himself  was  baptized  a  Christian. 
The  Wesleyans  became  influential  in  England, 
and  the  Methodists  still  have  great  influence 
in  the  affairs  of  state.  Missionary  leaders 
in  every  land  have  large  influence  in  gov¬ 
ernment  affairs.  It  is  true  in  the  little  re¬ 
public  of  Liberia,  and  it  is  true  in  the  great 
empire  of  China. 

This  is  all  true  that  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world  may  know  that  God  is  God.  It  is  the 
great  end  of  most  foreign  missionary  en¬ 
deavor  to  make  God  known.  When  this  is 
accomplished,  then  there  will  be  fulfilled  the 
promise  that  all  should  know  Him,  from  the 
least  to  the  greatest.  Good  rulers  like  King 
Hezekiah  and  real  missionary  prophets  like 
Isaiah  wil  soon  bring  it  about,  and  the  whole 
world  will  have  a  chance  to  be  Christian. 

GAMMON  SEMINARY. 


of  Achievement 

able  to  report  100  members  by  the  Annual 
Conference.  This  circuit  has  advanced  along 
all  lines.  Pray  for  Union  and  the  growth  of 
Methodism. — J.  A.  Williams,  Pastor. 

Steens,  Miss. — Columbus  Circuit:  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  Military  Chapel  were  made  to  feel 
happy  when  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  A.  George, 
preached  to  us  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  Oc¬ 
tober.  The  church  was  packed  to  its  capac¬ 
ity  on  that  day.  We  had  on  a  church  rally; 
raised  $93.75.  The  pastor  is  laboring  to  get 
all  claims  paid  before  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  We  are  doing  our  best  to  pay  our  pas¬ 
tor  and  district  superintendent,  and  we  ask 
God’s  blessing  upon  this  charge.  Mrs.  Mag¬ 
nolia  Barry  and  Miss  Nancy  Walker  acted 
as  secretaries.— Miss  Nancy  Walker,  Repor¬ 
ter. 

Dallas,  Texas— We  have  finished  the  Trin¬ 
ity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  is  a 
nice  brick  veneer  building.  We  closed  the 
rally  and  pastor’s  anniversary  on  the  13th. 
At  3.30  P.  M.  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Deslandes  was 
master  of  ceremonies.  All  the  members  of 
St.  Paul  came  and  paid  their  respects  to 
the  sister  church.  The  speakers  of  the  day 
were  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Deslandes,  Dr.  J.  A. 
Featherson,  Bro.  F.  P.  Duncan,  of  the  St. 
Paul  Church,  and  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Forest.  Dr. 
Deslandes  and  members  raised  $20;  Trinity 
and  friends,  $6.12.  Trinity  surprised  their 
good  pastor  by  raising  the  sum  of  $80  for 
him  and  showered  him  with  many  costly  pres- 
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ents.  We  are  indeed  proud  of  our  pastor. — 
M.  Adams,  Reporter. 

Alexander  City,  Ala. — October  30  was  a 
high  day  with  us  at  Haven  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Our  new  pastor, 
the  Rev.  G.  W.  Brown,  preached  two  power¬ 
ful  sermons.  We  want  to  thank  our  good 
Bishop  Jones  for  sending  us  this  strong 
preacher.  On  the  first  Sunday  in  November 
the  Rev.  Brown  preached  a  wonderful  ser¬ 
mon.  One  member  was  added  to  the  church. 
On  the  second  Sunday  our  district  superin¬ 
tendent  was  with  us  in  the  evening  service. 
He  was  paid  in  full.  We  are  glad  to  say 
that  plans  are  made  to  build  our  new  Sunday- 
school  building.  Paid  pastor  $112  since  Con¬ 
ference.  The  Rev.  Brown  will  receive  mail 
at  P.  O.  Box  361,  Alexander  City,  Ala. — Irene 
Fuller,  Reporter. 

Marianna,  Ark. — On  October  30,  the  Rev. 
Kellogg,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  (white), 
of  Marianna,  preached  a  strong  and  inspir¬ 
ing  sermon  at  2  P.  M.,  which  was  enjoyed 
by  all.  Amount  raised,  $30.  At  3.30  P.  M., 
Dr.  Oliver,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  was  with  us  and  preached  a 
wonderful  sermon.  At  this  time  $60  was 
raised.  Both  of  these  speakers  were  enter¬ 
tained  by  a  large  gathering.  Our  pastor 
preached  the  11  o’clock  sermon.  We  raised 
^1.73,  and  the  pastor  brought  forward  $86, 
which  he  had  raised  among  his  friends,  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  for  the  day  of  $226.73.  We  hope 
to  have  our  white  friends  present  with  us 
again.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Maxwell, 
is  loved  by  all. — Reporter. 

Dayton,  Tenn. — Mt.  Olive  Church  is  moving 
nicely  under  our  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  Nash. 
All  auxiliaries  are  at  work,  und  we  have  the 
best  cboir  on  this  district.  On  November  11, 
tbe  choir  rendered  an  Armistice  Day  pro¬ 
gram,  which  was  broadcasted,  an  entirely 
new  feature  for  this  district.  E.  D.  Riddle 
is  president  of  the  choir.  The  Ladies’  Aid  is 
doing  a  noble  work.  Recently  they  pur¬ 
chased  and  paid  for  a  winter’s  supply  of 
coal  for  the  church.  A  pie  social  was  given 
at  the  parsonage  on  Hallowe’en  night,  from 
which  was  realised  $4.80.  This  society  has 
for  its  president  Mrs.  N.  J.  Haynes.  We 
intend  to  put  the  program  over  this  year  with 
the  help  of  God  and  the  leadership  of  our 
beloved  pastor.  Pray  for  us. — Mrs.  Lena 
Keith,  Reporter. 

Scooba,  Mies. — Blues  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  The  rally  that  had  been 
planned  by  our  pastor  and  his  people  was 
conducted  on  October  30,  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  off  the  indebtedness  on  the  church. 
The  membership  was  divided  into  five  clubs, 
which  reported  as  follows:  No.  1,  Miss  Cleo 
Johnson,  $11.66;  No.  2,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Avery, 
$16;  No.  3,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Wiggins,  $60;  No.  4, 
Mrs.  V.  A.  Andrews,  $16.21;  No.  5,  Miss 
Mary  E.  Griggs,  $33.31;  public  collection, 
$8.01;  total,  $134.19.  We  are  now  looking 
forward  to  the  Annual  Conference,  at  which 
time  we  hope  to  go  over  the  top  with  all 
claims,  under  the  leadership  of  our  beloved 
pastor,  the  Rev.  F.  C.  Williams,  who  is  look¬ 
ing  into  every  interest  of  the  church.  Much 
good  has  been  accomplished. — Reporter. 

Bremen,  Oa. — November  6  was  a  high  day 
at  Crawford  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
At  9.30  A.  M.  a  splendid  Sunday  school  was 
conducted;  at  11.30  A.  M.  the  pastor  preached 
from  Romans  1.  16:  “I  am  not  ashamed  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ.”  After  which  the  rally 
was  conducted.  The  membership  was  divided 
between  two  giant  leaders:  Sisters  Rebecca 
Dukes  and  Josie  White.  Group  No.  1  laid 
on  the  table  $20.08;  No.  2,  $36.60;  public  col¬ 
lection,  $3.60;  total,  $60.18.  Prof.  W.  A. 
Robinson,  president  of  the  E.  W.  S.  S.  of 
Rome  District,  gave  a  soul-stirring  lecture. 
All  were  made  happy.  The  Ladies’  Aid  is 
at  work.  They  have  installed  lights  in  the 
parsonage  at  a  cost  of  $18.  May  the  Lord 
bless  all  our  future  efforts. — Rev.  P.  N. 
Gates,  Pastor;  Mildred  Alexander,  Reporter. 

WicMfa,  Kan. — We  have  just  closed  a  fine 
year’s  work  at  St.  Mark’s  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  During  the  year  we  have  taken  into 
the  church  fifty-six  members.  We  raised  for 
old  indebtedness,  $946;  for  building  and  im¬ 


provement,  $612;  World  Service,  $100;  Con¬ 
ference  Claimants,  $16;  Episcopal  Fund,  $10; 
district  superintendent,  $140;  pastor,  $1,236, 
and  a  new  suit  of  clothes  costing  $46.  The 
night  before  going  to  Conference,  the  church 
stormed  the  parsonage,  led  by  Mrs.  Eudora 
Hyde,  accompanied  by  a  band  of  little  chil¬ 
dren,  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twelve. 
They  left  about  100  pounds  of  choice  gro¬ 
ceries.  The  pastor  has  returned  and  has  ^- 
gun  the  second  year,  with  six  persons  join¬ 
ing  the  church  the  first  Sunday  in  the'  new 
Conference  year. — Rev.  W.  C.  Conwell,  Pas¬ 
tor;  William  T.  Conwell,  Reporter. 

Springhill,  Tenn.— The  Rev.  A.  Springer 
was  received  for  the  third  year  with  much 
joy,  and  was  entertained  by  the  officers,  mem¬ 
bers,  and  friends  of  the  church  with  a  ban¬ 
quet,  said  to  have  been  the  greatest  affair 
in  the  history  of  the  church.  Those  who  par¬ 
ticipated  from  other  churches  were:  Rev.  Mc¬ 
Collum,  Geo.  Hall,  Emma  Burns,  F.  Mc- 
Glothin,  N.  Brown,  H.  Burgess,  R.  Renfro, 
E.  Terrell,  M.  Bond,  C.  Warren.  The  ban¬ 
quet  was  in  charge  of  Annie  and  Laura  Mc- 
Kissack,  Addie  Warren,  and  Elisa  McLemore. 
Thirty  dollars  and  fifty  cents  were  realised 
for  the  pastor  and  other  benevolences.  The 
Rev.  Springer  is  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place,  and  knows  how  to  put  over  the  job. 
He  is  doing  a  great  work  because  he  has 
God  for  his  leader,  and  the  people  have  a 
mind  to  work. — Mrs.  Blanche  Cheers,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Biloxi,  Miss. — Our  final  drive  for  the  year 
at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
great  for  the  dull  season.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Rem- 
bert,  our  pastor,  is  truly  on  his  job  and  knows 
how  to  get  results,  and  the  town  is  proud  of 
him.  Our  working  members  stood  by  the 
cause,  and  the  captains  made  the  following 
reports:  No.  1,  J.  H.  Scott,  $34.12;  No.  2, 
Sister  C.  H.  Brown,  $28.62;  No.  3,  Emma 
JoUa,  $23.70;  No.  4,  Bro.  D.  W.  Andrews, 
$23.40;  No.  6,  Sister  O.  Woods,  $14.80;  No. 
6,  Sister  R.  Andrews,  $13.86;  No.  7,  Sister 
C.  Robinson,  $6.60;  No.  8,  Bro.  E.  Jefferson, 
$26;  No.  9,  Sister  S.  A.  Rembert,  $62.62; 
No.  10,  Della  Pitts,  $13.40;  No.  11,  Ida  Smith, 
$16.30;  No.  12,  M.  L.  Washington,  $6.16; 
other  collections,  $76.60;  grand  total, 
$334.46.  This  amount  pays  up  all  accounts 
to  November  1,  and  the  trustees  have  money 
to  put  in  the  bank  to  their  credit.  The  pas¬ 
tor  and  members  are  working  in  harmony, 
and  the  church  is  doing  splendidly. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Columbia,  Mies. — Sunday,  November  6, 
was  a  grand  day  for  the  people  of  Columbia 
Valley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
pastor.  Rev.  J.  B.  Brooks,  conducted  a  nice 
program  in  the  interest  of  Haven  College. 
The  program  was  rendered  mostly  by  the 
Lampton  Rural  Training  School  faculty. 
Miss  Edna  Marshall  read  a  paper  setting 
forth  the  object  of  the  meeting,  the  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  church.  There  were  short 
selections  rendered  by  Miss  Annie  Bacchus, 
Miss  lola  Brown,  Misses  Octavo  and  Frances 
Bacchus.  Addresses  were  made  by  Prof.  C. 
E.  Bolden  and  President  Charles  H.  Dukes; 
short  talks  by  Misses  Lucille  Stepney  and 
Josephine  Bynum.  Solos  were  rendered  by 
Prof.  C.  E.  Bolden,  Misses  A,  M.  James, 
Mae  M.  Sipp,  M.  P.  Gipson,  and  Mrs.  L. 
Hendrix.  The  occasion  was  quite  a  success. 
Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  the  Lamp- 
ton  faculty.  They  left  an  open  door,  and 
people  are  eager  for  their  return.  Collection, 
$20. — D.  M.  Marshall,  Reporter. 

Lebanon,  Tenn. — On  October  16,  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Satterfield  preached  his  opening  ser¬ 
mon  for  this  Conference  year.  He  took  for 
his  text,  “Work  of  Sowing  and  Joy  of  Reap¬ 
ing.”  He  preached  to  a  large  congregation. 
This  is  the  Rev.  Satterfield’s  third  year  with 
us,  and  we  have  our  same  motto,  “He  is  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place.”  So  again  we 
want  to  thank  Bishop  Clair  and  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  Mitchell  for  his  return.  On 
Wednesday,  October  26,  Pickett  Chapel  threw 
open  its  doors  and  gave  a  reception  to  wel¬ 
come  the  Rev.  Satterfield  back.  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Anderson  was  mistress  of  ceremonies,  and 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Carpenter  presided  at  the  piano. 
A  splendid  program  was  rendered,  at  the 


close  of  which  a  storm  arose,  bringing  all 
kinds  of  groceries.  The  ladies  presented  to 
Mrs.  Satterfield  a  large  cake  for  her  faithful¬ 
ness.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Satterfield  were 
overjoyed,  and  the  Rev.  Satterfield  made 
some  splendid  remarks,  which  we  will  never 
forget,  as  to  how  he  expected  to  serve  his 
people.  A  delicious  menu  was  served  by  the 
church,  and  one  hour  was  spent  in  social¬ 
izing.  Pray  that  we  may  continue  to  press 
forward  in  our  church  work. — Mrs.  A.  L. 
Anderson,  Reporter. 

Cotton  Plant,  Ark. — We  launched  a  whirl¬ 
wind  rally  for  Taylor  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  to  last  just  thirty  days.  The 
following  group  leaders  made  their  report: 
No.  1,  Sister  Jeffie  Clemons,  $105.76;  No.  2, 
Fannie  Allie,  $91.26;  No.  3,  Laura  Thornton, 
$101.26;  No.  4,  Bettie  Brinker,  $62;  No.  6, 
Idella  Darby,  $137.76;  No.  6,  Fannie 
Stephens,  $66.96;  No.  7,  Esther  Rankin, 
$26.26;  No.  8,  Lula  Harris,  $81.26;  No.  9, 

D.  W.  Williams,  $60.60;  No.  10,  Zenobia  Wil¬ 
son,  $36;  No.  11,  Cordie  Holland,  .$40.40; 
No.  12,  Dora  Johnson,  $34.26;  No.  13,  Prof. 

B.  Jones,  $34.26;  No.  14,  Sister  L.  H.  Humph¬ 
rey,  $47;  No.  16,  Minnie  Blake,  $32;  No.  16, 
Sarah  Page,  $73.17;  No.  17,  B.  Brinker, 
$101.76;  No.  18,  Bro.  E.  Arber,  $43.60; 
James  Addition  Baptist  Church,  $5.01;  Ash 
Grove  Baptist  Church,  $9.16;  Presbyterian 
Church,  $16;  other  collections,  $12;  grand  total 
for  the  day,  $1,212.17.  Too  much  praise  can¬ 
not  be  given  to  our  group  leaders  for  the 
great  spirit  in  which  they  put  over  this  pro¬ 
gram.  May  God  ble.ss  them  in  this  great 
effort.  Dr.  J.  M.  Cox,  ex-president  of  Phi¬ 
lander  Smith  College,  and  President  George 
Taylor  were  with  us,  both  of  whom  preached 
fine  sermons. — A.  T.  Stephens,  Pastor. 

Pulaski,  Va. — Another  year  has  begun  at 
New  Century  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Pulaski,  Va.*  The  Rev.  W.  S.  Hight  was  re¬ 
turned  for  the  ■  fifth  year,  and  under  most 
promising  conditions.  He  was  received  in  a 
very  hearty  way  by  both  white  and  colored 
of  all  denominations.  The  people  were  greatly 
relieved  at  his  return,  and  all  seem  anxious 
to  get  right  down  to  work  again.  Good 
crowds  are  in  attendance  at  all  services,  and  < 
spiritual  fervor  and  interest  run  high.  All 
societies  are  alive  and  active,  well  attended 
and  supported.  The  annual  banquet  was  bet¬ 
ter  than  ever.  A  very  fine  program  was 
given,  Mrs.  Annie  Murphy  in  charge.  After 
which  a  most  sumptuous  feast  was  enjoyed, 
to  the  social  delight  and  edification  of  all 
present.  Expressive  of  appreciation  of  serv¬ 
ice  rendered  and  the  return  of  the  Rev.  Hight, 
the  parsonage  was  struck  by  a  big  storm,  Oc¬ 
tober  20,  but  not  seriously  damaged.  Many 
pounds  of  groceries  were  left  on  the  table  as 
a  result  of  the  occurrence.  Mr.  C.  A.  Clark 
gave  the  presentation  speech  in  most  fitting 
words,  which  were  replied  to  by  Pastor  Hight. 
All  were  delighted  with  the  gathering,  and 
sang  and  played  pleasing  music.  A  fine 
spirit  was  manifested  on  the  part  of  the 
very  loyal  and  enterprising  people  of  New 
Century.  Mrs.  Hight  and  the  children  have 
been  all  smiles  ever  since,  and  continue  to  be 
happy. — Reporter. 

Dee  Moines,  Iowa. — Under  the  leadership 
of  the  Rev.  H.  L.  Overton,  Burns  Methodist 
Episcopal  Chapel  is  growing  like  a  healthy, 
vigorous  young  plant,  having  taken  on  new 
life  in  the  pastor’s  year  and  a  half.  On  Sun¬ 
day,  November  6,  the  choir,  led  by  Mr.  Rich¬ 
ard  Oliver,  a  prize  winner  in  the  recent  Na¬ 
tional  Negro  Music  Contest,  conducted  a 
special  song  service  before  a  large  and  ap¬ 
preciative  audience.  Nearly  $30  was  realized 
at  this  service  for  the  purchase  of  new  church 
hymnals.  The  Rev,  H.  L.  Overton  Club,  led 
by  Mrs.  Maude  Moss,  and  the  Willing  Work¬ 
ers,  captained  by  Mrs.  Lucy  Page,  two  of  the 
more  recently  organized  auxiliaries,  are  doing 
splendid  work.  On  the  third  Sunday  in  No¬ 
vember  the  church  had  a  clean-up  rally  pre¬ 
paratory  to  entering  their  new  church  home. 
The  Rev.  Overton  is  now  in  his  second  year 
at  Burns,  and  is  receiving  splendid  support. 
He  is  president  of  the  Des  Moines  Interde¬ 
nominational  Ministerial  Alliance,  and  an 
active  member  of  the  local  N.  A.  A.  C.  P. 
Chapter.  Recently  the  church  school  financed 
the  tuition  of  four  of  its  teaching  staff  at 
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the  school  of  methods  conducted  by  the  Polk 
County  Council  of  Religious  Education.  This 
month  the  adult  Bible  class  No.  1,  Luther 
H.  Smith,  teacher,  inaugurated  a  week  day 
session.  The  Negro  History  Study  Club,  a 
branch  of  the  community  service  of  Des 
Moines,  was  organized  for  studying  Negro 
history  and  achievements.  On  Wednesday 
evening,  November  9,  at  Corinthian  Baptist 
Church,  the  club  presented  Mr.  Joe  Lilly,  a 
prominent  white  business  man  of  the  city, 
who  had  recently  returned  from  a  big  game 
hunt  in  eastern  Africa.  Mr.  Lilly  gave  an 
illuminating  and  instructive  talk  on  his  trip, 
the  life  and  customs  of  the  people,  and 
vividly  described  some  thrilling  experiences 
of  the  hunt,  treatment  and  status  with  native 
and  white  settlers.— L.  H.  Smith,  Reporter. 

Laurinburg,  N.  C. — The  Laurinburg 

charge  has  closed  one  of  the  best  years  in 
the  history  of  the  charge.  Our  record  shows 
there  have  been  thirty-one  conversions  and 
forty-seven  accessions  to  the  church  this 
Conference  year.  We  are  struggling  here 
with  a  large  indebtedness  on  the  church;  but 
in  a  recent  rally  we  were  very  successful  in 
securing  a  handsome  sum  to  help  relieve  the 
financial  embarrassments.  The  trustees  and 
pastor  selected  forty-one  of  the  best  finan¬ 
cial  workers  of  the  charge  and  placed  each 
one  head  of  a  group  of  members  for  thirty 
days  as  captain.  The  following  report  will 
show  what  these  Christian  workers  did:  Mrs. 
Maggie  Mclver,  $22.60;  Mrs.  Temple  McNair, 
$31.40;  Mrs.  Rosa  Malloy,  $41.06;  Mrs. 
Anna  Mackie,  $11.60;  Mrs.  Della  McNair, 
$22.60;  Mrs.  Dimple  McLeod,  $26.66;  Mrs. 
Frances  McLeod,  ^9.34;  Mrs.  Carrie  Monroe, 
$22.60;  Mrs.  Burnice  Dockery,  $12.60;  Mrs. 
Henrietta  Smith,  $61.06;  Mrs.  Martha  J. 
Perry,  $29.86;  Mrs.  Rubble  McNair,  ^0.30; 
Mrs.  Anna  P.  Farmer,  $37.66;  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Gibson,  $30.60;  Mrs.  Georgia .  Blue,  $26.26; 
Mrs.  Roxana  Malloy,  $24.66;  Mrs.  Etbel  Mc- 
Koy,  $21.60;  Mrs.  Lizzie  Johnson,  $21.90; 
Mrs.  Mamie  McNair,  $26.05;  Mrs.  Annie 
Manor,  $46.07;  Mrs.  Bertha  McNeil,  $48.40; 
Mrs.  Lillie  Wooten,  $33.16;  Mrs.  Sarah  Rat¬ 
liff,  $61;  Mrs.  Ida  Elerbe,  $32;  Mrs.  Jessie 
Jackson,  $41;  Mrs.  Maud  Douglas,  $100;  Mrs. 
Rosa  Johnson,  $60;  Mrs.  Lula  Chavis,  $36; 
Mrs.  Caroline  Washington,  ^3;  Mrs.  Roxie 
Wooten,  $44.25;  Mrs.  Belie  Roper,  $38.66; 
Mrs.  Louise  Richardson,  $90;  Mrs.  Nannie 
Gibson,  $32.60;  Mrs.  Rachel  Campbell,  $36; 
.Mrs.  Lelia  Winchester,  $68;  Mrs.  Mamie  Mc¬ 
Lean,  $63;  Mrs.  Ada  Robinson,  $38;  Mrs. 
Amanda  White,  $12.60;  Mrs.  Lillie  Jackson, 
$35;  Mrs.  Ella  Stewart,  $118;  Mrs.  Mary 


Morton,  $61;  public  collection  from  friends 
and  visitors,  $247.80;  grand  total,  $1,819.77, 
R.  W.  Winchester,  our  pastor,  is  a  hard 
worker  and  a  faithful  pastor.  Much  has 
been  done  for  the  betterment  of  this  charge 
under  his  administration. — H.  H.  Johnson, 
Secretary. 

Martins  Ferry,  Ohio — We  are  out  here  on 
the  extreme  end  of  the  Lexington  Conference, 
but  are  desirious  that  you  know  we  are  still 
one  of  the  forces  exerting  our  efforts  for 
Kingdom  building  and  the  extension  of 
Methodism  as  a  leader  in  every  good  cause. 
We  have  a  very  active  church  here,  minlster- 
ing  to  the  people  of  this  community.  The 
Rev.  J.  A.  James,  the  pastor,  is  a  capable 
leader,  and  the  song  of  his  people  here  is 
“Where  He  Leads  Me  I  Will  Follow.”  In 
all  departments  the  church  is  advancing. 
The  Sunday  school,  which  has  taken  a  new 
start  after  having  been  closed  most  of  the 
summer  because  of  quarantine  from  a  child 
malady  in  the  community,  is  conspicuousiy 
alive.  The  reopening  found  a  new  staff  of 
oflScers  in  charge  in  the  person  of  the  Rev. 
E.  W.  Lee,  formerly  of  the  Simpson  charge, 
of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  and  Mrs.  Florence  Neal, 
of  the  same  charge,  who  recently  moved  to 
this  city.  The  Rev.  Lee  has  been  installed 
as  superintendent,  with  Mrs.  Neal  as  assist¬ 
ant,  and  both  have  begun  to  make  their 
presence  felt  at  Fifth  Street  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  The  Rev.  Lee  preached  at 
both  services  on  a  recent  Sunday  to  good 
audiences  while  the  pastor  was  absent.  The 
senior  class  have  organized  and  are  planning 
a  number  of  activities,  the  opening  number 
being  a  debate.  The  Ladies’  Aid  are  pre¬ 
paring  to  hold  a  bazaar,  and  the  Dorcas  Club 
presented  a  playlet  Thanksgiving  night.  The 
senior  class,  led  by  their  teacher,  Mrs.  Neal, 
made  a  canvass  of  the  city  and  brought  in  a 
number  of  new  members  to  the  Sunday 
school.  The  pastor  and  choir  made  their 
annual  visit  to  the  Park  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Bridgeport,  Ohio,  on  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  20th,  and  conducted  the  services. 
Another  outstanding  feature  of  our  charge 
is  that  we  have  the  only  mid-week  school  of 
religious  instruction,  as  a  part  of  the  public 
school  curriculum  for  Negro  children,  in  this 
section  of  the  Ohio  Valley,  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  Mrs.  Myrtle  Levitt.  We  feel  in  this 
the  church  is  following  the  program  left  in 
our  hands  by  the  blessed  Master,  a  church 
that  is  ministering  seven  days  per  week  to 
the  community.— The  Rev.  E.  W.  Lee,  Re¬ 
porter. 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

HUNTSVILLE  DISTRICT 
First  Round — Bellmina  and  Guntersville, 
December  3,  4;  Madison  Ct.,  10,  11;  Scotts- 
boro  Ct.,  16-18;  Albany  and  Johnson  Chapel, 
23-26;  Decatur,  30  to  January  1;  Center 
Grove  Ct.,  7,  8;  Huntsville,  13-16;  Athens 
and  Oakland,  20-22;  Sheffield,  26;  Beulah, 
28,  29. 

Brethren,  in  view  of  the  great  need  of 
money  for  the  advancement  of  our  ^reat 
church,  in  view  of  God’s  great  gift  to  the 
world  in  giving  His  Son,  let  each  one  of  us, 
January  26,  make  our  first  pull  for  World 
Service;  ask  each  member  to  give  $1.  Re¬ 
member,  each  of  us  has  pledged  to  give  our 
service  on  December  26.  We  earnestly  ask 
each  pastor,  district  steward,  and  auxiliary 
president  to  meet  us  in  the  District  Steward 
Council,  December  20,  1927,  in  Huntsville, 
Ala.  Your  friend  and  brother,  J.  W.  Whit¬ 
field,  District  Superintendent. 

SAN  ANTONIO  DISTRICT 
First  Round — Jones  Chapel,  December  10, 
11;  West  End,  9,  10;  Jacobs  Cbapel,  11,  12; 
East  St.  Paul,  18-20;  Sanford  Chapel,  17,  18; 
St.  Paul,  18,  19;  Cuero,  24,  26;  Nixon  Ct., 
.January  1,  2;  Yorktown  Ct.,  1,  2;  Gonzales- 
Elm,  8,  9  ;  Gonzales *Ct.,  7,  8;  Belmont  Ct.,  14, 
15;  Seguin,  16,  16;  Olmos,  16;  Floresville  Ct., 
21,  22;  Hondo  Ct.,  28,  29;  Pearsall  Ct.,  Feb¬ 


ruary  4,  6;  San  Antonio  Heights,  4,  6;  La- 
vernia  Ct,  11,  12;  Pleasanton  Ct,  18,  19; 
Kerrville  Ct.,  26,  26. 

Brothers:  A  new  year  is  upon  us.  Let 
us  make  one  strong  pull  now  for  all  that  there 
is  before  us  and  upon  us.  Easter  Sunday 
will  be  observed  on  April  8,  and  we  must  roll 
up  every  dollar  of  our  World  Service  quota 
of  $3,180.  February  12  is  Sam  Huston  Col¬ 
lege  Day.  We  are  expecting  every  pastor  to 
raise  his  full  quota  for  expansion,  etc.,  for  the 
school.  I  am  counting  on  you,  every  last  man 
of  you.— K.  W.  McMillan,  Dist  Supt. 

BIRMINGHAM  DISTRICT 

First  Round — Scott’s  Chapel,  December  1- 
4;  Mt.  Maria,  2-4;  New  Hope,  7;  Brownsville 
and  Irondale,  8-11;  Avondale,  9-11;  Heflin 
and  Choccoloces,  12,  13;  Anniston,  16-18;  St. 
John,  14-18;  Hobson  City,  16-18;  AsbevlUe 
and  Sprlngville,  20,  21;  Raglam  and  Beaver 
Valley,  22,  23;  Village  Springs  Ct,  80,  Jan¬ 
uary  1;  Oneonta  and  Altoona,  1-3;  Attalla 
and  Collinsville,  4-8;  Gadsden,  Sweet  Home, 
6-8;  Gadsden  Ct,  7,  8;  Centre  Ct,  12-16; 
Cedar  Bluff  Ct.,  19-^;  Jasper  and  Oakman, 
28,  29. 

Dear  Brothers:  We  are  facing  the  Con¬ 
ference  year  1927-28.  Another  golden  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  good.  Let  us  lay  aside  every 
weight  and  so  run  that  when  we  report  at  the 
next  Conference  our  dear  Lord  will  say,  “Well 
done.”  Place  the  Southwestern  Christian 


Advocate  in  every  home  on  your  charge. 
Hunt  and  train  the  young  people.  Get  them 
into  the  Simday  school  and  Epworth  League. 
Make  Christmas  Day  count  largely  on  your 
World  Service  quota.  Enlighten  the  people 
and  give  them  a  chance,  liie  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  expects  you  to  make  full  proof 
of  your  ministry.— J.  W.  Thomas,  Dist  S^upt., 
412  Fifteenth  Street,  North  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

ABERDEEN,  MISS. 

Strong  charge:  Our  fourth  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  ended  on  October  16,  16.  All  reports 
were  good.  A  spiritual  love  feast  was  con¬ 
ducted.  The  superintendent  was  paid  in  full 
and  the  amount  of  $68.31  was  raised.  The 
following  week  our  good  sisters  put  on  a 
drive  and  the  following  amounts  were  raised: 
Sisters  S.  Moore,  $58;  J.  Leatherwood,  $60.30; 
E.  Clay,  $69;  A.  Wright,  $62.60;  M.  E.  Rice, 
$61.50.  The  Revs.  C.  W.  Wise,  S.  T.  Wofford, 
W.  M.  Blanchard,  and  Hager  preached  dur¬ 
ing  the  drive.  The  Rev.  J.  M.  Marsh  preached 
for  us  on  Sunday  and  $28.90  was  raised.  A 
total  amount  of  $368.31  was  raised  during 
this  great  effort  put  forth  by  the  women.— 
The  JS,ev.  N.  H.  Cooperwood,  Pastor;  Moses 
Moore,  Reporter. 

ALACHUA,  FLA. 

The  fifth  Sunday  in  October  will  be  a  day 
long  remembered  in  this  little  town.  The 
district  superintendent.  Dr.  D.  S.  Selmore, 
preached  two  sermons  that  ought  to  have 
been  published  and  read  the  world  over.  Al¬ 
though  we  did  not  pay  him  up  in  full,  yet  he 
will  never  read  his  report  on  the  Conference 
floor  without  saying  that  old  Paradise  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  is  one  hundred  per 
cent.  The  Rev.  H.  C.  Green  has  been  with 
us  two  years,  and  is  loved  by  everybody  in 
town.  He  is  able  to  preach  and  take  care 
of  the  church.  The  public  school,  under  the 
leadership  of  Prof.  Mebane,  is  the  best  in 
the  country.  He  is  still  following  his  old 
custom,  giving  five  dollars  in  the  collection 
every  time  the  superintendent  holds  his  quar¬ 
ter.  Paradise  is  on  top. — J.  R.  Neal,  Re¬ 
porter. 

BLANCHARD,  TEXAS 
Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
on  the  Onalaska  circuit,  at  St.  Andrew’s 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  October  22,  23, 
with  our  superintendent,  the  Rev.  G.  W. 
Gilder,  in  the  chair.  The  officers  were  pres¬ 
ent  and  reported  as  usual.  The  superintend¬ 
ent  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  on  Sim¬ 
day  to  quite  a  large  audience.  His  discourse 
was  taken  from  the  book  of  St.  Matthew, 
chapter  17,  which  was  divided  into  three  di¬ 
visions:  The  Transfiguration,  On  the  Moun¬ 
tain,  and  In  the  Valley.  The  theme  of  his 
discourse  was  “Human  Needs  in  the  Valley.” 
The  Lord’s  Prayer  was  beautifully  explained. 
Collection  for  the  day,  $31.  We  hope  Bro. 
Gilder  will  come  again  soon  and  bring  an¬ 
other  inspiring  message. — H.  E.  Palmer  Jack- 
son,  Reporter. 

BRANDYWINE,  MD. 

St.  Inigoes,  Valley  Lee,  Charlotte  Hall, 
Woodville,  Nottingham  and  Croom,  and 
Brandywine  Quarterly  Conferences  com¬ 
posed  the  Group  Conference,  which  convened 
in  Gibbons  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
the  Brandywine  charge,  Friday,  October  14, 
1927.  The  opening  session  of  the  Conference 
was  begun  at  11  A.  M.,  with  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  Rev.  Robt.  F.  Coates,  presid¬ 
ing.  Devotions  consisted  of  singing  hymn, 
“If  Jesus  Goes  With  Me,”  and  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  Thomas  S.  Tildon,  following  which  the 
business  of  the  Conference  was  duly  trans¬ 
acted.  At  the  3  o’clock  session  three  ad¬ 
dresses  were  made.  The  Rev.  T.  S.  Tildon, 
pastor  of  Jones  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Bennlngs,  D.  C.,  spoke  on  the  subject,  “Why 
Should  We  Pay  Our  World  Service  Appor¬ 
tionment?”  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Hodges,  pastor 
of  Simpson  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  “The  Discip¬ 
linary  Financial  Plan,”  and  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Jenkins,  pastor  of  Asbury  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  “Per¬ 
sonal  Evangelism.”  Each  speaker  came  in 
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far  fte  best  Bible  PidionMy  for  ewy  day  me— Aim  H  IVJl*.  LmJD^LLD. 


SimBIBLEDICnOlURY 

By  BEV.  r.  N.  KLOIIBET 

Fouxtdor  ’'Notes  on  the  Intemstionsl  Sunday  School  Lenons” 


LATBSTaaB  MOST  UT-TO-DATE  BIBLE  DICTIONABY  _  . 

Thii  DIetlonsry  la  the  latest  and  tiest  single  solume  Bible  Dlettonary .  publ> — ^ 

that  wnM  OeanUnary  reader  to  know  and  love  and  undentand  the  word  of  Ood. 

MsaifWW  the  BIBLE  PLAIN  TO  EV^Y  BEAD! 

It  enables  anyone  to  I 
gnam  It  ^ves  a  full  exp 

nation,  tnbe,  person,  and  lUBMNTOHi  HVOUV,  VUteMHU  swaa*^  ■  - 

fandlnpliamt:  ercr^fantBUltPl^t*  flower*  ote. 

Ooth.  Ufmmgm,  S4S /IhuirmtUns.  14  Ump*. 

M  WhMlM  BM*..  Phlla. 


Meet  “Bill  Quiver** 

Who  conducts,  each  week,  the  '*  Quiver 
Column,”  the  boys’  own  page,  in 

THE  TARGET 

Here  they  may  see  in  print  their  own  articles, 
drawings,  jokes,  poems  and  puules. 

You  would  know  instantly  by  its  name  that  The 
Target  is  "a  paper  for  boys.  ”  Its  rages  are  brim 
full  and  running  over  with  good  things  for  boys 
— stories  of  the  adventures  of  real,  red-blooded 
lads,  athletes,  explorers,  animal  trainers,  bird 
lovers,  etc.,  articles  about  radios  and  other  things 
in  which  b^  ate  intc  rested.  Your  boys  from  9 
to  14  years  are  missing  a  lot  of  good,  helj^l 
reading  if  you  are  not  providing  them  with  The 
Tatget. 

Its  price  is  very  low:  to  schools,  14  cents  a  quarter; 
SO  cents  a  year.  Single  annual  subscriptions,  70 
cents.  A  free  sample  is  yours  for  the  asking. 
Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CmCINNA'n  NEW  YORK 
GhlcAfto  Boston  Detroit  Plttaburtth 
KsmanaCIty  San  Frenclgco  Portland,  Ore. 


for  his  share  of  applause  throughout,  and  at 
the  close  of  his  address,  which  was  character- 
ired  by  its  depth  of  thought,  sound  logic,  and 
forcible  delivery.  A  layman  led  in  the  sing¬ 
ing  of  an  old  hymn  of  the  church  after  each 
address,  and  truly  a  spiritual  feast  was  en¬ 
joyed  throughout  this  session.  Also  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  introduced  to  the  Con¬ 
ference  the  Rev.  W.  N.  Holt,  pastor  of 
Mhrlboro  Methodist  Episcopal  charge,  and 
the  various  pastors  of  the  Conference  and 
their  wives,  thus:  the  Rev.  and  Mrs,  J.  M. 
Barnes,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Willingham, 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  N.  Barnes,  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Reid,  the  Rev.  B.  P.  Jordan  (Mrs. 
Jordan  was  unavoidably  absent),  and  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Toulson.  At  the  8  P.  M.  ses¬ 
sion  the  district  superintendent  preached  a 
sermon,  long  to  be  remembered,  from  Psa. 
42.  1;  subject,  “The  Quest  for  God.”  It  was 
accompanied  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  many 
were  heard  to  say,  “It  is  good  to  be  here.” 

The  Rev.  C.  H.  Toulson  was  the  entertain¬ 
ing  pastor,  and  together  with  his  good  peo¬ 
ple,  received  the  hearty  thanks  and  congratu¬ 
lations  of  visiting  ministers  and  people  for 
the  courteous  hospitality  that  had  been  ex¬ 
tended  to  them. — Reporter. 

BROWNFIELD,  MISS. 

Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
at  Brook’s  Chapel,  on  the  Ripley  circuit, 
November  S  and  6,  with  our  beloved  district 


superintendent.  Dr.  A.  G.  Cole,  presiding. 
The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by  the 
pastor,  after  which  Dr.  Cole  began  the  work 
of  the  Conference  in  his  brotherly  way.  A 
number  of  the  officers  were  present  with 
good  reports.  This  fourth  quarter  was  the 
best  of  the  year.  On  Sunday,  Dr.  Cole 
preached  a  great  sermon  from  Romans  8.  88; 
subject,  “Nothing  Between.”  Our  hearts 
were  made  to  rejoice  while  he  talked  with  us 
by  the  way.  Then  quite  a  number  partook  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper.  We  paid  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  in  full. — Rev.  B.  S.  Pegues,  Pas¬ 
tor;  Mrs.  Emma  L.  Harper,  Reporter. 

CALIFORNIA,  MO. 

The  third  quarterly  meeting  of  California 
charge  was  held  November  5  and  6,  with 
District  Superintendent  McAllister  presiding. 
The  church  work  has  been  progressing  very 
nicely,  and  the  pastor.  Rev.  Ernest  Scott, 
and  various  officials  made  splendid  reports. 
The  financial  condition  of  the  church  is  good, 
the  total  monies  raised  during  the  quarter 
being  $290.  The  spiritual  condition  of  the 
church  is  also  good.  A  week  of  prayer  soon 
after  the  Thanksgiving  holidays  was  held,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  ten-day  revival.  The  Rev.  Shaw, 
of  Rolla,  Mo.,  has  been  engaged  to  assist 
the  Rev.  Scott  in  the  meeting.  The  Ladies’ 
Aid  Society,  of  which  Mrs.  Anna  Jones  is 
president,  gave  a  three-day  church  fair.  A 
bazaar  was  given  in  connection  with  the  fair. 
A  program  was  rendered  each  evening  by 
the  ladies  of  the  Aid  Society  and  Sunday- 
school  pupils.  The  superintendent  expressed 
himself  as  being  highly  pleased  with  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  church,  and  with  the  very  fine 
way  in  which  the  work  is  progressing. — So¬ 
phia  Williams  Kennedy,  Reporter. 

LA  FAYETTE,  LA. 

Mallalieu  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 
The  Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton  held  his  first  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference  here  November  17,  18,  and 
gave  a  soul-stirring  talk  on  “Faith  and  Pur¬ 
ity.”  We  paid  him  his  quarterly  assessment 
in  full.  He  was  accompanied  by  Bro.  Mantel, 
of  Opelousas,  who  gave  us  a  stirring  lecture 
on  Christianity. — The  Rev.  T.  J.  Bridget, 
Pastor. 

LIBERTY,  TENN. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference,  under  the 
new  leadership  of  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Patlllo,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Murfreesboro  District, 
convened  at  Liberty,  Tenrt.,  November  12. 
There  was  a  great  crowd  awaiting  the  new 
district  superintendent  on  arrival.  The  devo¬ 
tional  exercise  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J. 
A.  W.  Moore,  pastor  of  the  Liberty  circuit. 
Ninety-one  members  were  present,  and  re¬ 
ports  were  good.  Members  of  the  Alexandria 
church  were  present  with  us.  Splendid  re¬ 
marks  were  made  by  Brother  P.  Tubb,  the 
Rev.  J.  A.  W.  Moore,  Superintendent  J.  T. 
Patillo,  Sisters  May  Sims,  Amanda  Maulden, 
and  Dock  Everitt.  A  splendid  Sunday  school 
was  held  at  9.30  A.  M.;  collection,  eighty- 
five  cents.  At  11  A.  M.  the  Rev.  Patillo 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon,  after  which 
fifty-one  persons  communed;  collection, 
^.26.  Robert  Lee  was  appointed  solicitor 
for  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate. 
We  regret  very  much  to  lose  our  ex-district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  F.  N.  Collier.  We 
will  not  forget  him,  and  pray  for  his  suc¬ 
cess.  Our  present  superintendent,  the  Rev. 


Patillo,  is  making  a  great  record. — G.  W. 
Groom,  Reporter. 

LIBERTY  HILL,  FLA.  \ 

Sunday,  November  6,  was  our  last  time 
to  hear  Dr.  Sclmore  for  this  Conference  year. 

His  text  was  from  Mark  10.  17;  subject, 
“The  Greatest  Problem  of  Life.”  We  hope 
that  Dr.  Selmore  will  live  many  more  years 
to  preach  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  the  people. 

The  Rev.  L.  T.  Bell-  has  been  with  us  three 
years,  and  we  can  truthfully  say  that  he  is 
a  Christian  gentleman  and  a  loving  pastor. 

We  hate  to  give  him  up,  but  it  is  his  desire 
to  make  a  change,  We  hope  that  he  will 
get  a  good  place.— J.  A.  Dunkins,  Reporter. 

MARIANNA,  ARK. 

Lee’s  Chapel:  After  our  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  rally  October  23,  Lee’s  and  Scruggs 
Chapels  raised  $115;  paid  the  district  super¬ 
intendent,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Hatchett,  in  full, 
and  gave  the  pastor  a  handsome  sum  of  $30. 
Twenty-five  dollars  was  paid  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice  and  Episcopal  Fund.  Raised  for  the  en¬ 
tire  fourth  quarter,  $286.  Through  the  efforts 
of  our  energetic  pastor,  on  October  30  we 
raised  for  the  debt  on  Lee’s  Chapel,  $231.73, 
making  a  total  paid  on  said  church  debt  this 
year,  $600.  We  have  a  church  crop  which 
will  give  about  three  bales  of  cotton,  which 
will  be  divided  between  the  pastor  and  church. 
After  expenses  are  paid  for  producing  and 
gathering  the  crop,  we  are  sure  the  debt  will 
be  reduced  to  about  $800.  We  thank  the 
Conference  for  sending  to  us  the  Rev.  R.  B. 
Maxwell  as  pastor,  and  trust  he  will  be  re¬ 
turned  for  another  year. — E.  Coffey,  J. 
Tucker,  and  M.  Everett,  Reporters. 

WELLSVILLE,  MO. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  convened 
November  6  and  6  in  Johnson’s  Chapel.  The 
Rev.  C.  S.  Webster,  district  superintendent, 
was  on  time  and  looked  into  every  phase  of 
the  church  work.  He  preached  at  11  A.  M. 
from  Psalms  92.  12,  and  he  had  a  chart  of 
the  Hannibal  District,  from  which  he  lectured 
to  the  congregation.  Each  one  could  see 
how  the  work  of  their  charge  and  district  is 
progressing.  The  district  is  requested  to  i 
pull  up  on  all  lines.  Two  men  were  con¬ 
verted  and  joined  the  church.  Dinner  was 
served  on  the  ground,  and  everyone  had  more 
than  enough.  At  2.io  P.  M.  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
Jackson,  our  pastor  of  Fulton,  Mo.,  preached 
a  strong  sacramental  sermon.  It  was  indeed 
a  great  day  in  Johnson’s  Chapel.  This  is  a 
splendid  congregation.  We  left  for  Fisher’s 
Chapel  in  Wellsville,  where  a  splendid  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  by  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent.  Sixty-five  persons  communed.  The 
district  superintendent  was  paid  in  full  for 
the  quarter.  We  shall  close  in  splendid  shape, 
over  the  top,  because  the  spiritual  tide  is 
high;  and  wherever  this  is  true,  victory  is 
assured. — J  W.  Terrell,  Pastor. 

District  Conference  and 
Convention 

BROOKHAVEN  DISTRICT  CONVEN¬ 
TION 

The  Brookhaven  District  Convention  con¬ 
vened  at  Brookhaven,  October  27-29.  B.  J. 
Crisler,  the  president,  opened  the  convention. 
The  Rev.  G.  W.  Coleman,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  gave  some  good  advice  in  his  address 
to  the  convention.  It  had  been  several  years 
since  the  district  had  a  convention.  Topics 
of  Interest  were  discussed  each  day.  The 
spirit  of  the  convention  was  very  high. 
Everyone  seemed  to  be  happy  at  each  service. 
The  good  people  seem  to  be  in  harmony  with 
the  pastor  to  make  everything  pleasant.  The 
Rev.  J.  W.  Moulton  and  his  wife  had  every¬ 
thing  well  in  hand,  and  knew  how  to  make 
it  pleasant  for  visitors.  The  following  min¬ 
isters  preached  during  the  convention:  Revs. 

H.  E.  Morgan,  N.  W.  Ross,  E.  W.  Middle- 
ton,  B.  J.  Cooper,  A.  J.  Thompson,  R.  S. 
Hammon,  D.  R.  Bentley,  B.  W.  Robinson.  The 
following  charges  were  represented  and  made 
their  reports:  Crystal  Springs  Ct.,  Crystal 
Springs,  Hazlehurst,  Summit  and  Magnolia, 
Brldgevllle,  Tylertown,  Brookhaven,  Brook¬ 
haven  Ct.,  McComb  City,  Florence,  Lamp- 
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ton  and  Zion  Ridge,  Wesson,  Riles  and  Oma, 
Foxwood  and  New  Bethel,  Kenolia,  Little 
Mount  Zion.  Total  amount  of  money  raised 
during  the  convention,  $800.  The  convention 
will  meet  at  'MoCk)mb  City  next  year. — N. 
W.  Ross,  Reporter. 


WACO  DISTRICT  PREACHERS’ 
MEETING 

The  ministers  of  the  Waco  District,  West 
Texas  Conference,  were  called  together  in 
their  final  homecoming,  October  20  and  21, 
at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Chilton,  Texas,  by  their  worthy  and  much- 
beloved  district  superintendent.  Dr.  J.  W. 
Downs.  At  10.30  A.  M.  the  superintendent 
called  the  meeting  to  order.  Devotionals 
were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  I.  T.  Sanford, 
after  which  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Browne  brought  to 
us  a  wonderful  message.  We  then  adjourned 
for  dinner,  which  was  served  by  the  ladies  of 
Chilton.  The  afternoon  session  was  opened 
with  devotionals,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  F. 
Wilson.  Some  very  interesting  remarks 
were  made  by  the  superintendent,  after  which 
tlie  election  of  officers  was  had.  The  roll 
was  called,  to  which  eleven  ministers  re¬ 
sponded.  The  ministers  have  engaged  in  a 
round-table  talks  on  “How  I  Conduct  My 
World  Service  Campaign,”  the  discussion  be¬ 
ing  opened  by  the  Revs.  J.  G.  Browne  and 
W.  B.  Lott.  At  8.30  P.  M.  the  Rev.  H.  A. 
Jones  delivered  to  an  appreciative  audience 
a  noble  sermon  from  Zech.  14.  9:  “He  shall 
be  king.”  The  St.  Paul  choir  was  at  its  best. 

The  second  day’s  session  was  opened  with 
the  Rev.  R.  L.  Palmer  conducting  devotionals, 
after  which  Dr.  Downs  addressed  the  meeting 
on  “Don’t  Give  Up,”  which  message  gave  en¬ 
couragement  to  the  men  to  struggle  for  suc¬ 
cess  with  their  respective  tasks.  At  11  A.  M. 
the  Rev.  G.  T.  Alexander  preached  to  us 
from  Luke  28.  18;  text,  “All  power  is  given 
unto  me.” 

We  adjourned  for  dinner,  which  was  served 
by  the  ladies  of  Mooreville.  At  3.30  P.  M.  we 
entered  into  a  study  of  the  Annual  Conference 
report  blanks,  which  was  conducted  by  the 
Revs.  C.  S.  Williams,  W.  B.  Lott,  and  F.  D. 
.Young.  At  4.30  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Williams 
preached  in  his  usual  way  from  “Mark  the 
perfect  man,”  Psalm  37.  37.  All  who  heard 
him  went  away  rejoicing  in  the  God  of  our 
salvation.  We  had  a  wonderful  meeting, 
much  to  the  credit  and  wisdom  of  our  great 
district  superintendent,  who  is  always  alert 
to  the  best  interest  of  his  district. — (Miss) 
Ora  D.  Bell,  Reporter. 


GAINESVILLE  DISTRICT  LETTER 

Dear  Pastors,  Officers,  and  Members  of  the 
Gainesville  District,  Florida  Conference:  This 
comes  to  tell  you  that  the  date  of  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference  is  January  26,  1928,  at 
Mount  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Gainesville,  Fla.  Any  information  about  you 
and  your  delegate  will  be  highly  appreciated 
by  the  pastor,  Dr.  S.  B.  Wilson.'  Please  send 
him  the  name  of  your  delegate  at  once,  so 
that  he  will  know  just  who  is  coming  and  how 
many  rooms  will  be  needed.  Now  if  you  mean 
to  be  on  the  one  hundred  per  cent  World 
Service  roll,  you  will  have  to  hurry.  Our  be¬ 
loved  bishop.  Dr.  E.  G.  Richardson,  wants 
every  man  in  the  Atlanta  Area  to  be  one 
hundred  per  cent  along  all  lines.  The  follow¬ 
ing  charges  have  gone  over  the  top,  and  are 
reaching  out  after  the  goal:  Archer,  Arre¬ 
dondo,  Sandhill,  Bell,  Otter  Creek,  Gulfham- 
mock,  Newberry,  Brooker,  I^cross,  Ivenon, 
Union  Bethel,  Cedar  Keys,  Sanpuln.ski,  and 
Pinesville. 

I  am  asking  every  pastor  on  the  district 
to  examine  his  congregation  and  see  whose 
subscription  to  the  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  Con¬ 
ference  year,  and  have  them  to  renew  it  and 
get  all  the  new  ones  that  you  can.  Our  motto 
is:  Five  hundred  new  names  on  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  list  for  the  new  year.  Last,  but  not 
least,  remember  the  old  soldiers  of  the  cross 
who  made  it  possible  for  us  to  preach  the 
go.sj)el  of  Jesus  Christ  here  in  Florida  to- 
^*y.  Let  us  make  one  full  drive  for  the 
Poard  of  Pensions  and  Relief.  Think  of  the 
^oy  when  the  Conference  will  say  to  you: 
"Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant; 
go  home,  now,  and  rest  till  the  chariot  from 


heaven  calls  at  your  door.  It  may  be  many 
years  that  you  will  have  to  wait  there  and 
not  be  able  to  work  or  even  pay  house  rent.” 
Brethren,  let  us  think  of  these  things  and  lay 
a  foundation  for  yourself  to  rest  on. — D.  S. 
Selmore,  District  Superintendent. 

NASHVILLE  DISTRICT  LETTER 
Dear  Brethren  of  the  Nashville  District: 
As  we  are  a  little  late  in  getting  started  in 
our  new  field,  we  will  not  publish  our  first 
round,  but  I  am  sure  you  would  like  to  have 
something  said  about  our  beginning.  We  must 
say  we  are  very  much  pleased  with  our  start, 
and  we  hope  each  charge  in  the  Nashville 
District  will  report  in  full  for  World  Serv¬ 
ice  on  Easter  Sunday.  Let  us  begin  now 
to  raise  our  money  for  Walden  College.  I 
am  ready  to  lay  on  the  table  of  each  charge 
one  dollar  for  our  school.  You  may  count 
on  me,  and  if  every  pastor  will  pay  $6  each, 
we  will  have  our  quota  for  Walden.  What 
do  you  say?  Let  us  go  after  it;  it  can  be 
done.  Dr.  I.  G.  Penn,  Bishop  Jones,  and 
Bishop  Clair  say  it  can  be  done.  Let  the 
Nashville  District  show  them  they  are  right. 
I  am  with  you  to  make  the  Nashville  Dis¬ 


trict  succeed.  Call  on  me  any  time;  I  am  on 
the  job,  and  am  not  asleep.  We  cannot  afford 
to  let  the  kingdom  of  God  and  the  grand 
old  church  suffer.  The  Master  is  calling,  the 
harvest  is  ripe.  Let  us  go  and  work,  for  If 
we  fail  this  year  we  will  have  lost  the  battle. 
God  help  us  to  win  souls  this  year  as  never 
before:  World  Service,  Walden  College,' 

Gulfside,  Southwestern,  Pensions  and  Relief, 
General  Conference  expenses.  Episcopal 
Fimd.  Let  us  make  a  round  report  this  year. 
— W.  B.  Crenshaw,  District  Superintendent. 

Indianapolis  District  Sug- 
gest-o-graphs 

Is  it  Scriptural  to  emphasize  church  man¬ 
agement?  Is  it  not  contrary  to  Christian 
ideals  to  study  mechanics,  systems,  and  meth¬ 
ods  instead  of  relying  wholly  on  prayers,  ser¬ 
mons,  and  similar  forces?  I  meet  many  de¬ 
vout  people  who  say  to  me,  with  a  very  defi- 
nately  pious  accent,  “Let  the  Holy  Spirit 
have  His  way,  and  all  church  management 
problems  will  he  solved.”  Well,  I  have  never 
been  able  to  find  out  from  them  just  what 
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they  mean  by  that.  I  believe  we  are  to  dig 
out  channels  through  which  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  to  flow.  Our  God  is  a  God  of  system, 
from  the  activities  of  atoms  and  electrons 
to  the  orbits  of  suns  and  stars;  from  the 
growth  of  a  mustard  seed  to  the  evolution 
of  a  nation;  from  the  shapes  of  oak  leaves 
and  snowflakes  to  the  construction  of  human 
bodies.  Every  element  of  His  creation  mani¬ 
fests  His  concern  for  system  and  organisa¬ 
tion.  Consider  the  business  management  of 
our  Lord  in  feeding  the  flve  thousand.  We 
And  that  He  first  surveyed  the  task,  or  the 
number  to  be  fed.  He  next  took  stock  of  the 
available  resources  and  of  the  difiBculties. 
Next  He  organised  the  work  and  seated  the 
midtitude  “by  fifties  and  hundreds”  for  the 
sake  of  speed  and  fairness.  Next  He  selected 
His  corps  of  helpers.  But  this  is  only  one 
of  many  illustrations  of  the  business  judgment 
of  Christ.  Personally,  I  feel  that  we  are 
exceedingly  un-Scriptural  if  we  do  not  give 
this  matter  its  proper  place  in  our  church  life. 

Crescent  City  Note 

Iff.  Zion  Methoditt  Episcopal  Church — The 
officers,  members,  and  friends  of  Mt.  Zion  are 
very  jubilant  over  the  success  of  the  fall 
rally,  which  enabled  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  F. 
W.  Brown,  to  attend  the  Annual  Conference 
with  one  of  the  best  reports  in  the  history  of 
the  church.  Each  captain  and  worker  is  to 
be  highly  commended  for  the  interest  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  work  of  the  church.  Reports 
were  as  follows:  S.  M.  Brown,  $116.77;  O. 
Foreman,  $114;  M.  T.  Franklin,  $104.48;  L. 
Bertrand,  $84.25;  O.  A.  Smith,  $80.03;  M. 
BaUey,  $77.69;  M.  Perry,  $69.80;  L.  P.  Evans, 
.$47.90;  B.  E.  Charles,  $47;  C.  Farris,  $46.14; 
B.  Foster,  $43.41;  M.  Foreman,  $43.36;  V. 
Montgomery,  $42;  M.  L.  Obee,  $41.60;  C. 
Williams,  $41;  W.  Miller,  $16;  B.  E.  Blan¬ 
ton,  $14;  A.  Earles,  $13.90;  A.  Stewart, 
$13.60;  M.  Johnson,  $12.40;  E.  Barber,  $7.60; 
E.  Reed,  $7;  L.  Johnson,  $3.60;  special  be¬ 
nevolence  for  Conference  Claimants,  $92.70; 
total,  $1,176.80. — Reporter. 

Obituaries 

COLLION— Mr.  S.  W.  Collion,  of  Peck  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  New  Orleans,  de¬ 
parted  this  life  October  81,  1927.  He  was  a 
faithful  member,  and  was  president  of  the 
choir  and  of  the  trustee  board.  He  will  be 
sadly  missed  for  his  good  works.  He  left  to 
mourn  their  loss  a  wife,  two  sisters,  many 
relatives  and  friends.  The  choir  presented  a 
beautiful  floral  offering.  The  Rev.  C.  W. 
Reeves  conducted  the  funeral  services.  Sev¬ 
eral  ministers  were  present. — Rev.  C.  Ander¬ 
son,  Pastor;  L.  L.  Christopher,  Reporter. 

EWELL — On  September  30,  1927,  death 
came  to  the  Yaeoo  circuit  and  claimed  one 
of  the  first  members  of  St.  James  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  person  of  Brother 
Jim  Ewell,  who  was  eighty  years  old.  He 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  church  for 
fifty  years,  and  once  served  as  a  supply  pas¬ 
tor  on  the  same  circuit,  Mississippi  Confer¬ 
ence.  He  leaves  to  mourn  one  sister,  two 
sons,  one  daughter,  and  many  friends.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
R.  Berry. — Reporter. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

I  take  this  method  of  thanking  Dr.  E.  A. 
Wilson  and  wife  for  kindness  shown  me  in 
their  lovely  home  during  the  session  of  our 
district  convention  held  in  Ocean  Springs, 
Miss.,  October  27-30,  1927.  May  they  ever 
keep  in  touch  with  God  in  their  earthly  home, 
and  in  the  end  receive  the  better  home  above. 
— J.  J.  Ford. 

The  pastor  and  wife,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  I.  H. 
Catherine,  were  greatly  surprised  on  Thurs¬ 
day  night,  November  3,  by  the  members  and 
friends  of  Hartzell  and  Mt.  Zion  Methodist 
Episcopal  Churches.  They  laid  on  the  par¬ 
sonage  table  126  pounds  of  select  groceries; 
also  socks,  handkerchiefs,  towels,  and  dress 
goods.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
these  faithful  and  loyal  people.  May  God’s 
richest  blessing  rest  upon  them. — The  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Catherine,  Slidell,  La. 
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The  pastor  and  entire  membership  of  St. 
Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Deerfield, 
Fla.,  take  this  method  of  thanking  our  dear 
Bishop  Richardson,  who  is  assisting  us  in 
every  possible  way  in  our  building  program 
and  for  his  donation  of  $8.  The  trustees  and 
pastor  are  very  busy  now  trying  to  get  this 
church  completed.  We  are  building  a  modern 
church,  and  when  completed  will  cost  ap¬ 
proximately  $6,000. — ^The  Rev.  A.  T.  Mc- 
Caskill. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  P.  Whitten  wish  to 
express  their  appreciation  to  the  good  people 
of  Clark  Chapel,  North  Pulaski,  Va.,  for 
their  kindness  during  the  illness  of  their 
daughter,  who  was  struck  by  an  automobile 
while  the  Rev.  Whitten  was  attending  Con¬ 
ference.  We  also  wish  to  thank  the  Ladies’ 
Aid  for  the  farewell  reception  and  purse,  a 
quilt  to  Mrs.  Whitten,  a  suit  for  the  pastor 
from  the  young  men.  This  was  led  by  Mr. 
Lowell  Buford.  We  also  wish  to  thank  our 
many  white  friends  for  their  kindness:  Mr. 
C.  R.  Bungurs,  $26;  Mr.  Jim  Hight,  $10. 
May  God  bless  these  good  people. — The  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Whitten,  612  Bridge  Street,  Bris¬ 
tol,  Tenn. 
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Woman’s  Column 

Fort  Worth,  Texas — I  desire  that  the  fol¬ 
lowing  auxiliaries  accept  my  sincere  thanks 
and  appreciation  for  your  donations  on  ex¬ 
pense  to  our  national  meeting,  held  in  Balti¬ 
more,  Md.:  Austin  District,  Luting,  $3;  Dal¬ 
las  District,  Dallas-St.  Paul,  $6;  Trinity,  $1; 
Warren,  $1.60;  Wesley,  $1.60;  Fort  Worth, 
St.  Andrews,  $10;  Thompson,  .$12;  Cowans, 
$3;  Mexia  Ct.,  $2.19;  Sherman,  $1;  Pelham 
Ct.,  $4.19;  Dawson,  $1;  Coolldge,  $1;  Hills¬ 
boro,  $2;  Milford,  ^.40;  San  Angelo  Dis¬ 
trict,  Belton,  $2;  Temple,  $2;  Valley  Mills, 
$1;  Waco  District,  Chilton,  $1;  Maysiield,  $2; 
St.  James,  $2.76;  Mt.  Zion,  .$2;  San  Antonio 
District,  Floresville,  $1.26;  San  Antonio,  St. 
Paul,  $3;  Victoria  District,  Victoria,  $2;  Oak¬ 
land  Ct.,  $2;  Cologne  Ct.,  $1;  Schulenburg 
Ct.,  $1;  Yoakum  Ct.,  $2;  Halletsville  Ct.,  $2; 
Eagle  Lake  Ct.,  $1. — Mrs.  S.  E.  Jones,  Cor¬ 
responding  Secretary  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  West  Texas  Conference. 

Independence,  Mo. — From  the  first  asso¬ 
ciation  one  year  ago  in  Centennial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  the 
faithful  and  loyal  workers  of  The  Woman’s 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  met  in  their  sec¬ 
ond  annual  district  association,  in  White  Oak 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Independence, 
Mo.,  September  12,  13,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Hannah, 
district  president,  presiding.  The  sacrament 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  by 
the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  H.  McAlister.  Great  and 
enjoyable  was  that  hour  as  we  witnessed  the 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  A  very  cordial 
welcome  was  extended  by  Mrs.  M.  A.  Clai¬ 
borne  on  behalf  of  the  local  church;  Mrs.  E. 
W.  Hannah  responded.  The  opening  devo¬ 
tion  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  Nora  J.  Mitchell, 
district  corresponding  secretary.  Other  de¬ 
votions  were  conducted  by  Mrs.  Hattie  Doug¬ 
las  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Woods.  Additional 
means  to  our  spiritual  uplift  were  the  ser¬ 
mons  preached  by  the  Rev.  Leroy  Woolrich, 
pastor  of  Clark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Mc¬ 
Alister,  pastor  of  the  local  church.  Papers 
were  read  by  Mesdames  Mollie  N.  Brown, 


Hettie  Nix,  and  Mary  Dixon.  Miss  Kate 
Ogborne,  missionary  from  China,  delivered  to 
us  a  most  touching  address;  subject,  “Fellow¬ 
ship  with  Jesus.”  She  so  beautifully  im¬ 
pressed  all  that  real  fellowship  with  Jesus 
means  suffering,  sacrifice,  and  sorrow.  A 
beautiful  solo  was  rendered  by  Mrs.  S.  E. 
Griffin,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Woods 
brought  tears  to  every  eye  as  they  sang  that 
most  truthful  duet,  “It  Pays  to  Serve  Jesus.” 
Mrs.  Alice  Elliott,  in  a  very  favorable  and 
fervent  manner,  recited  the  poem,  “Will  a 
Man  Rob  God?”  Impressive  memorial  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  for  two  of  our  deceased  mem¬ 
bers:  Mrs.  Esther  Joseph,  Centennial  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
and  Mrs.  Scott.  Mason  City,  Iowa.  Our  own 
Mrs.  S.  C.  McPherrin  was  with  us  both  days, 
and  we  enjoyed  every  minute  of  her  stay. 
Music  was  furnished  by  the  senior  and  junior 
choirs.  We  were  indeed  grateful  to  the  en¬ 
tertainment  committee  for  their  hospitality, 
and  resolutions  were  read  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  same.  Financial  report  for  the  year 
was  $161.30  over  the  top.  Our  next  annual 
meeting  will  be  held  at  Clark  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Kansas  City,  Mo. — Mrs.  Emma 
Ray,  Reporter. 

Special  Notices 

The  address  of  the  Rev.  R.  H.  White  has 
been  changed  from  Mansfield,  La.,  to  1516 
Turner  St.,  Alexandria,  I^a.  4 

The  address  of  the  Rev.  ,1.  C.  Houghton^ 
has  been  changed  from  West  Greene,  Ala.,' 
to  .308  Church  Street,  Heflin,  Ala. 


Host  to  Atlanta  Conference 

DECEMBER  14-18,  1927 

• - 

McDonough  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

THE  REV.  J.  F.  DORSEY,  Pastor 

(See  Article  on  page  967) 
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Fight  Is  On  In  Congress 

Will  the  People’s  Will  Be  Followed? 

By  Harry  E.  Woolever 

Editor,  Tht  National  Methoditt  Proa 


a  bill,  thefe  is  no  question  but  that  definite^ 
farm  relief  legislation  will  be  effected  befori^ 
the  national  conventions  meet  next  June. 

Naval  expansion  will  be  to  the  fore  during 
this  session.  The  failure  of  the  United  States, 
Great  Britain,  and  Japan  to  come  to  an 
agreement  at  their  recent  naval  conference  in 
Geneva  has  given  the  naval  group  a  marked 
advantage  which  they  will  actively  press  to 
gain  additional  fighting  machines.  Unless 
the  citizens  who  earnestly  desire  peace  are 


seating  of  two  Senators-elect  which  marked  noted  the  return  oi  amiin  w.  urooKimri,  oi  wiu  require  tne  service  anu  uvcs  oi  me  mA- 
the  close  of  the  sixty-ninth  CongresSf  during  Iowa,  after  a  brief  absence  following  his  payers’  sons  to  an  end  which  belongs  to  an 
a  bitter  and  prolonged  filibuster  crowding  unseating  in  the  sixty-ninth  Congress.  age  of  force  rather  than  that  of  en^lighten- 

aside  important  national  legislation.  The  dis-  When  the  question  of  the  Senate  seats  ment  and  brotherhood.  This  is  a  Congress 
graceful  political  situations  which  attended  belonging  to  Illinois  and  Pennsylvania  is  during  which  those  Americans  who  have  a 
Uie  nominations  and  elections  to  the  Senate  setUed,  there  will  be  forty-eight  Republicans,  wiH  for  peace  certainly  need  to  be  on  guard. 
Of  Frank  L.  Smith,  of  Illinois,  and  of  Wil-  for  even  though  the  Governors  are  required  The  bill  designed  to  create  a  federal  De- 
liam  S.  Vare,  of  Pennsylvania,  have  not  only  to  appoint  Senators  pending  elections,  these  partment  of  Education  will  again  be  the  cen- 
Btirred  the  indignation  of  the  citizens  of  this  appointees  will  doubtless  be  of  the  same  ter  of  a  contest.  For  eight  years  the  effort 
nation,  but  have  caused  students  of  our  sys-  party  as  the  governors,  and  as  those  whose  to  have  Congress  create  such  a  department 
tern  of  government  great  concern  as  to  the  seats  are  contested.  The  lone  Farmer-Labor  has  been  thwarted  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
moral  convictions  of  the  electorate  in  our  Senator,  Henrik  Shipstead,  of  Minnesota,  also  opposition,  which  has  claimed  that  it  blocked 
great  cities.  There  is  good  reason  that  the  sits  on  the  Republican  side.  The  Democrats  the  passage  of  this  bill  during  these  years  by 
character  of  the  elections  of  members  to  this  have  forty-seven  seats  on  their  side.  This  preventing  it  from  coming  to  a  vote  on  the 
greatest  of  legislative  bodies  should  receive  apparently  makes  a  very  evenly  divided  cham-  floors  of  Congress.  Both  the  National  Coun- 
the  first  consideration  of  the  Senate  in  this  ber,  but  the  so-called  progressives  or  irregu-  cil  of  Catholic  Women  and  the  National 
Congress  as  it  did  the  final  attention  in  the  lars  among  the  Republicans  are  more  numer-  Council  of  Catholic  Men,  in  recent  conven- 
preceding  one.  The  fact  that  between  March  ous  and  independent  in  action  than  has  ever  tiops,  have  declared  their  purpose  vigorously 
4  and  December  6  the  States  concerned  have  been  tbe  case  among  those  on  the  Demo-  to  fight  this  bill,  and  their  captains  for  this 
not  taken  action  in  regard  to  these  cases,  is  cratic  side.  '  fight  are  already  on  the  ground  in  Washmg- 

a  serious  reflection  upon  the  civic  enterprise  ton.  Until  the  majority  can  express  meir 

and  public  concern  of  citizens.  THE  HOUSE  MILL  GRINDS  will  on  this  subject,  the  American  children 

...  .  1.  ...  ii.  V  <  .  as  well  as  the  nation  must  pay  the  enormous 

The  committee  investigating  the  charges  of  ^he  House  of  Representatives  of  the  seven-  ^  involved  in  Illiteracy  and  lack  of  proper 
irregularities  in  the  primaries  resulting  in  the  Congress  started  its  program  of  legis-  -flucationai  direction  ^ 

nomination  of  those  two  Senators,  has  re-  ]ation  with  little  ado.  The  Republicans  had  a 

ported  total  expenditures  of  nearly  $4,000,000,  decided  majority  in  the  former  Congress,  and  ^  ^  i 

which  is  an  amount  greater  than  the  com-  tj,ig  j,aye  237  members,  while  the  Demo-  IDorC/^n  Q 1  a  n  rl 
bined  salaries  of  the  entire  body  of  ninety-  crats  have  195.  There  are  also  two  Farmer-  X  d  owl  Jell  dilVJ.  VJv,ii\_icii 
six  Senators  for  a  period  of  forty  years.  Un-  Laborites  and  one  Socialist.  This  body  has  __  j  ^  ^ing,  formerly  pastor 

der  such  conditions  as  have  been  d'seJosed  gde  ^ght  to  initiate  legislation  relating  Isbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

relat^e  to  these  nominations  and  elections,  revenue,  and  at  once  commenced  to  give  ^ggflington  D.  c.,  and  now  district  super- 
no  Honest  Abe  consideration  to  the  question  of  tax  reduction  j^tg^dent  of  the  Alexandria  District  of  the 

elected  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  ^^d  the  deficiency  appropriation  measure.  Washington  Conference,  was  a  recent 
As  attention  is  called  to  those  places  where  preacher  at  the  regular  Sunday  morning  serv- 

the  civic  body  and  party  leaders  have  b«^  MAJOR  MATTERS  BEFORE  CONGRESS  {ges  at  Howard  University.  A  large  numbe- 
come  so  negligent  or  decadent  that  in  such  reduction  holds  a  first  place  in  this  of  students,  teachers,  and  the  public  attende 

feSr'S;  r'r  Vr 

people  are  not  capable  of  governing  them-  quence.  This  subject,  which  has  directly  to  — Jq^j,  Wesley  Hingeley,  son  of  Dr.  Ezra 
selves.  However,  it  does  not  seem  conceiv-  do  with  cost  of  food  and  clothing  and  the  Hingeley,  a  deceased  member  of  the  North- 
able  that  in  the  great  majority  of  the  States  general  welfare  of  the  people,  should  not  be  Conference,  and  a  brother  to  Dr. 

Mway.  V.**  \  I-Ua  IlWhf  rtf  TkOT^flCaTl  CS^mch..  -  •  w«t  i  __  _ J* _ _ 


torate. 


Joseph  B.  Hingeley,  corresponding  secretary 

m  >1*^  n _ J1  Tk _ rl.Arl  nf 


such  successful  onslaughts  against  our  demo-  considered  m  the  light  of  partisan  seinsh-  Joseph  B.  Hingeley,  corresponding  secretary 
cratic  system  would  be  tolerated  by  the  peo-  ness  and  the  elections  of  next  N<^ember.  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief,  died  at 

pie  and  the  leaders  of  any  party.  And  in  The  amount  reduction  urged  by  van-  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  on  November  19,  after  a 

Uiese  present  cases  the  people  of  this  great  ous  members  of  Congress  janes  from  Illness.  After  services  heid  at  the  rcsi- 

democracy  will  not  permit  such  tactics  to  000,000  to  $400,000,000.  dence  of  his  son,  Mr.  Mack  Hingeley,  of 

determine  membership  in  the  Senate,  nor  be  tion  will  likely  be  around  $250,000,000.  It  wilkinsburg.  Pa.,  commitment  services  were 
satisfied  until  that  body  has  energetically  de-  will  largely  affect  taxes  on  large  incomes  and  parnesville,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Hingeley 

nounced  such  large  and  undemocratic  use  of  corporation  earnings.  Whatever  taxes  cor-  formerly  lived,  and  where  for  many  years 

money  in  elections  and  has  eliminated  from  porations  must  pay  are  added  to  the  cost  been  an  official  member  of  the  Meth- 

Its  membership  any  who  have  entered  its  of  their  products,  and  are  finally  paid  over  Episcopal  Church.  Dr.  Hingeley  was 

chamber  through  a  corrupting  of  the  elec-  the  counter  by  the  ultinmte  consumer.  present. 

torate  stich  reductions  as  are  made  could  be  for  the  _ _ 

benefit  of  the  small  wage  earner  and  not  for  ” 

SENATE  CLOSELY  DIVIDED  comes,  this  Congress  would  do  a  real  serv-  SOUTHWESTERN 

To  one  accustomed  to  attending  the  de-  ice  for  democracy  and  humanity.  1-J  R  I  S  T  I  A  N 

liberations  of  the  Houses  of  Conjrress,  the  Flood  relief  will  have  the  support  of  both  am-r:! 


SENATE  CLOSELY  DIVIDED 

To  one  accustomed  to  attending  the  de¬ 
liberations  of  the  Houses  of  Congress,  the 


seating  of  the  Senate  presented  a  change  parties.  As  far  as  partisanship  goes,  it 
such  as  has  not  been  since  the  second  term  affects  both  the  Democratic  South  and  the  Re- 
of  the  Wilson  administration.  The  con-  publican  East,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  human 
eressional  elections  of  last  year  brought  eight  need,  and  should  not  be  influ^enced  by  poll- 
additional  Democrats  to  the  Upper  Body,  tics.  Fifteen  States  have  suffered,  and  tens 
thereby  Rreatly  reducing  the  Republican  ma-  of  thousands  of  people  have  lost  everything, 
iority.  This  necessitated  the  shifting  of  seats  while  over  60,000  are  still  being  fed  and  shel- 
from  the  Republican  side  of  the  chamber  to  tered  by  the  Red  Cross.  The  struggle  jn 
care  for  the  enlarged  minority.  It  has  also  Congress  will  center  upon  the  policy ,  to  be 
changed  the  composition  of  the  major  com-  followed.  Heretofore,  federal  appropria- 
mittees  of  the  Senate,  as  the  Democrats,  be-  tions  have  been  used  to  control  navigable 
cause  of  their  increased  numbers,  demanded  rivers  only,  but  these  recent  floods  have 
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larger  representation. 

NEW  FACES  IN  THE  SENATE 


wrought  destruction  along  water  courses 
which  will  never  be  regarded  as  of  federal 
concern  from  the  standpoint  of  navigation. 
The  right  of  our  citizens  to  be  assured  pro- 


To  those  who  view  the  Senate  from  the  tection  of  life  and  property  is  now  involved 
galleries,  a  number  of  strange  faces  appear  and  is  of  greater  significance  than  any  other 


to  this  dignified  body.  On  the  Democratic  consideration. 

side  are  Elmer  Thomas,  of  Oklahoma;  Robert  Farm  relief  has  been  so  long  before  the 
F.  Wagner,  of  New  York;  Millard  E.  Ty-  nation  that  it  has  become  of  prime  political 
dings,  of  Maryland;  Alben  W.  Barkley,  of  consideration,  and  the  attitude  of  every  presi- 
Kentucky;  Carl  Hayden,  of  Arizona;  and  dential  aspirant  upon  this  subject  is  of  con- 
Hugo  Black,  of  Alabama.  The  strange  faces  cem  to  millions  of  voters.  If  those  in  Con- 
on  the  Republican  side  are  those  of  ex-  gress  from  the  farm  sections  can  agree  upon 
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The  Foreign  Board  Meets 


Field  day  for  foreign  missions  in  the  churches 
was  observed  Sunday,  November  13,  1927,  with 
appropriate  sermons  and  addresses  by  board  mem¬ 
bers  and  missionaries  at  all  of  the  churches  of  metropoli¬ 
tan  New  York.  It  was  but  the  initial  period  of  a  series 
of  highly  profitable  sessions  of  the  regular  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  which  continued  through  the  following  week  till 
Wednesday  evening,  November  16. 

Resident  Bishop  Luther  B.  Wilson,  of  New  York,  who 
is  also  president  of  the  board,  which  position  he  has 
so  honorably  held  for  sixteen  consecutive  years,  called 
together  the  Monday  morning  session  with  profitable 
prayer  and  praise  service.  Following  this  was  the  usual 
procedure  of  roll  call  and  appointment  of  the  Committee 
on  Nominations  and  Procedure.  The  report  of  Treas¬ 
urer  Morris  W.  Ehnes  was  rendered  and  referred  to  the 
proper  committee. 

Concluding  the  morning  period  was  a  joint  session  of 
the  board  with  the  New  York  Preachers’  Meeting.  Cor¬ 
responding  Secretary  Ralph  E.  Diffendorfer  made  this 
session  historic  when  he  presented  to  Bishop  Wilson,  pre¬ 
siding,  a  gavel  made  of  wood  from  the  dismantled  old 
church  at  Foochow,  the  first  in  eastern  Asia.  Dr.  Young, 
from  Peking,  consul-general  of  China  in  New  York,  was 
introduced,  as  was  also  the  Rev.  W.  Y.  Chen,  who  made 
the  principal  address.  Pastor  of  the  student  church  in 
Foochow,  he  is  also  a  professor  in  the  Bible  department 
Fukien  Christian  University  at  Foochow,  but  is  now 
studying  philosophy  at  Duke  University.  Analyzing  the 
present  situation  in  China,  this  young  intellectual  _  sees 
its  causes  in  (1)  the  spirit  of  Christianity;  (2)  the  spirit 
of  nationalism;  (3)  scientific  teaching;  and  (4)  the  de¬ 
mand  for  spiritual  satisfaction. 

The  annual  meeting  had  not  progressed  very  far  be¬ 
fore  there  was  clearly  evident  on  all  sides  an  insatiable 
desire  for  the  facts,  information  regarding  the  entire  for¬ 
eign  situation  involving  property,  policies,  and  person¬ 
nel.  This  desire  and  expectancy  arose  out  of  the  stirring 
drama  of  events  being  enacted  on  the  foreign  fields  and 
the  previous  action  of  the  board  creating  study  commis¬ 
sions  for  this  purpose.  The  annual  meeting  of  1925  made 
provision  for  a  commission  of  ten  persons  “to  visit  vari¬ 
ous  mission  fields  to  study  at  first  hand  the  problems 
which  the  Christian  movement  is  now  facing  through¬ 
out  the  world.”  Findings  were  to  be  made  concerning 
the  following  points : 

1.  Are  they  proper  and  legitimate  missionary  projects 
such  as  should  be  supported  by  our  board 

2.  What  projects,  if  any,  do  not  hold  out  hope  of 
adequate  results  comparable  with  the  cost  of  main¬ 
tenance.? 

3.  What  fields  and  projects  can  be  best  managed  by 
some. other  society  or  organization? 

4.  What  fields  and  projects  are  in  a  position  to  as¬ 
sume  self-support,  and  what  is  the  relation  of  the  develop- 


8  ment  of  self-support  to  our  present  system  of  financing 
1  our  work  budget? 

6.  Any  other  aspects  of  our  work  which  the  com- 
■  mission  believes  should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 

*  our  board. 

^  The  commission  is  to  make  recommendations  in  regard 
to  the  fields,  projects,  and  subjects  studied,  and  is  to 
report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  board.  Interim 

*  reports  of  progress  may  be  made  from  time  to  time,  if 
j  desired,  to  the  executive  committee. 

Two  major  studies  were  made  in  Europe  and  North 
Africa,  and  in  India.  In  addition,  a  general  field  study 
of  Asia  was  made  in  person  by  Secretary  Diffendorfer. 
Questions  of  property  and  policy  constantly  held  first 
place  in  all  considerations  of  investigation  upon  the  basis 
of  which  far-reaching  adjustments  were  provided  for  by 
the  board  in  its  meeting.  Even  in  the  studies  on  the  field, 
methods  thoroughly  democratic  were  employed. 

The  report  on  India  was  worked  out  by  an  informal 
and  unofficial  but  thoroughly  representative  conference  of 
missionaries  and  Indian  Christians  at  Asansol,  India, 
January  17-25,  1927.  This  report  has  been  published  in 
a  separate  pamphlet,  entitled,  “The  Missionary  Policy 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  India — a  Report 
of  the  Asansol  Conference.” 

The  Asansol  Conference  was  called  for  fellowship, 
prayer,  discussion,  and  frank  facing  of  the  issues.  The 
delegates  were  elected  representatives  from  ten  Annual 
Conferences,  including  two  missionaries  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  two  Indian  Christians,  and  two  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciety  from  each  Conference.  There  were  also  present  the 
general  officers  of  our  church  in  India,  including  three 
of  the  four  bishops,  and  a  number  of  Indian  Christian 
laymen.  Bishop  Frances  W.  Warne  was  in  America  dur¬ 
ing  the  time. 

This  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  church  in 
India  that  such  a  meeting  has  been  held.  Heretofore 
the  Field  Finance  Committees,  the  governors  of  institu¬ 
tions,  and  the  Annual  Conferences  have  discussed  and 
separately  formed  their  policies  and  programs.  At  Asan¬ 
sol,  a  new  national  consciousness  of  our  church  in  India 
was  very  apparent,  -and  all  appreciated  the  unhurried  time 
for  the  consideration  of  the  new  situation  which  all  recog¬ 
nized  we  are  facing  in  India  as  elsewhere. 

From  the  report  of  the  Conference  the  following  sig¬ 
nificant  statement  found  expression:  “We  should  work 
in  India  for  a  church  that  is  ‘thoroughly  Indian — ^Indian 
in  leadership ;  Indian  in  its  modes  of  worship  and  types 
of  expressional  service;  Indian  in  its  art  and  architec¬ 
ture;  Indian  in  its  fprms  of  organization;  Indian  in  its 
interpretation  of  Christ.’  ” 

The  following  report  was  adopted  by  the  board  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  China  missionary  enterprise : 

We  heartUy  approve  the  report  on  China  sent  to  the  board  by 
the  necuUve  committee  for  favorable  action,  and  recommend  Ite 
adoption  by  this  board  with  such  verbal  changes  as  are  necessary 
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to  harmonize  it  with  other  reports,  and  we  would  call  attention 
especially  to  the  following  points; 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  those  who  have  given  close,  first¬ 
hand  study  of  our  work  in  China  recommend  conservation  and  sup¬ 
port  of  native  leadership  on  the  basis  of  “self-control”  and  “self¬ 
administration.” 

This  will  naturally  lead  to  a  change  in  our  property  policy,  and 
we  earnestly  support  the  proposal  on  this  important  point;  pro¬ 
vided,  however,  absolute  legal  protection  and  security  is  assured 
before  any  transfer  is  executed. 

We  note  the  plan  for  “indemnities”  is  broad,  yet  safeguards  our 
interests  through  proposed  previous  consultation  before  action  is 
taken. 

The  wisdom  of  co-operative  preparation  and  distribution  of 
Christian  literature  in  China  is  apparent,  and  is  heartily  approved. 

That  capable  missionaries  with  readiness  to  adapt  themselves 
to  the  new  conditions,  and  acceptable  to  the  Chinese,  should  be  re¬ 
turned  to  the  field,  when  the  time  is  ripe,  must  be  evident  to  all 
interested. 

All  that  is  reported  about  our  work  in  China  and  the  needs  of 
this  fertile  field  should  make  a  strong  appeal  to  our  people  for  more 
liberal  support.  We  trust  there  will  be  a  glad  and  generous  re¬ 
sponse.  We  desire  to  reaflirm  the  provision  on  the  board’s  property 
in  China  already  presented  in  your  hearing: 

1.  The  committee  feels  that  the  time  has  now  come  when  the 
board  should  say  to  the  church  in  China  that  it  is  its  expectation 
that  proper  legal  steps  will  be  taken  by  those  having  power  to 
transfer  the  local  church  properties  to  Chinese  control  as  soon  as 
some  satisfactory  plan  can  be  agreed  upon  between  the  board  and 
the  field.  We  therefore  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  in  China 
by  our  bishops  and  field  finance  committees  to  make  recommenda¬ 
tions  on  the  basis  of  how  such  church  property  can  now  be  held 
safely  and  permanently  in  China. 

2.  We  believe  that  the  legal  holdings  of  our  educational,  hos¬ 
pital,  and  other  institutional  property  must  be  studied  in  view  of 
developing  national  requirements  and  resources,  and  that  the  ad¬ 
visability  of  the  transfer  of  each  institution  must  be  considered  on  its 
own  merits,  having  in  mind  our  trust  obligations. 

3.  Missionary  residences  and  compounds  are  definitely  a  part 
of  the  provision  and  equipment  for  missionaries,  and  therefore  should 
remain  the  property  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Another  step  that  means  much  for  the  future  of  mission  work 
in  China  is  the  decision  to  call  an  all-China  conference  of  Chinese 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  issues  arising  out  of  the  present 
national  movement  and  revolution  and  to  express  their  judgment 
on  pclic:'”'  and  programs  that  should  be  considered  by  the  General 
Conference  or-ihc  dxuTCh,  in  192S.  This  conference,  to  be  called  in 
some  central  city  in  China,  is  to  be  composed  of  representative  su¬ 
perintendents,  pastors,  educators,  physicians,  farmers,  business  men, 
government  employees,  both  men  and  women,  representing  the  ten 
Annual  Conferences  of  Methodism  in  China.  The  action  of  the 
Board  urges  that  “every  opportunity  be  given  for  the  Chinese  to 
express  themselves  fully  with  reference  to  the  ecclesiastical  organ¬ 
ization  and  supervision,  rituals  of  worship,  creedal  statements,  and 
the  whole  outward  expression  of  the  Christian  religion  that  they 
may  be  true  to  the  genius  of  the  Chinese  people.” 

The  Rev.  Stanley  High,  reporting  his  trip  to  Africa, 
discovered  in  that  continent  the  same  spirit  of  nation¬ 
alism  which  is  found  in  acute  form  in  every  foreign  mis¬ 
sion  field.  Here  it  was  occasioned  by  “white  exploita¬ 
tion  of  the  native  peoples;  by  the  unchristian  example  of 
whites  in  maintaining  saloons  and  dives ;  the  propaganda 
of  communism ;  and  by  the  leaven  of  the  gospel.  Coping 
with  these  influences,  said  he,  are  106  native  independent 
churches.  Complete  observations  and  comments  on  his 
trip  will  be  incorporated  in  a  volume  to  appear  before 
General  Conference.  Mr.  High  is  convinced  that  “ade¬ 
quate  missionary  motives  will  never  spring  from  any  other 
source  than  an  adequate  appreciation  of  the  uniqueness 
of  Christ’s  power  in  the  world.” 

As  to  Japan,  the  secretaries’  report  recommended: 

That  the  board  send  its  greetings  to  the  Japan  Methodist  Church 
and  assure  them  that  their  appeal  for  the  help  of  missionaries  from 
America  in  their  task  of  evangelizing  the  millions  of  the  non-Chris¬ 
tian  population  in  Japan  will  be  given  most  sympathetic  consider¬ 
ation. 

That  we  express  our  willingness  to  have  our  missionaries  in  the 
future  all  related  definitely  to  the  Japan  Methodist  Church,  and 
receive  their  appointments  at  the  hands  of  their  duly  constituted 
church  authorities. 

That  the  needs  of  our  three  great  schools  in  Japan:  Chinzei 
Gakuin  at  Nagasaki,  Aoyama  Gakuin  at  Tokyo,  and  To-O-Gijiku 
at  Hirosaki,  be  commended  to  our  American  people  for  such  help 
as  will  be  needed  to  enable  the  Japan  Methodist  Church  to  carry 
them  on  under  their  own  financial  support. 

That  the  corresponding  secretaries  be  asked  to  confer  with  the 
Boards  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and 
of  the  United  Church  of  Canada,  looking  toward  the  union  of  our 
theological  schools  in  Japan  into  one  strong  institution. 

Ir:}'£HF^T  r:  ORIGINAL 


Most  far-reaching  adjustments  and  adaptations  of 
policy  will  result  from  the  deliberations  of  the  board. 
These  are  the  outcome  of  thorough  study  at  first  hand 
from  missionaries,  commissions,  reports  of  church  and 
secular  press.  Very  wisely  the  administrators  observe : 
“The  years  that  are  past  have  been  years  of  geographical 
expansion  in  all  missionary  work.  The  genius  which  car¬ 
ried  Methodism  across  the  American  prairies  in  the  cara¬ 
vans  with  the  new  settlers  has  also  carried  the  missionary 
to  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  world;  but  in  the  very 
nature  of  the  case  the  period  of  geographical  expansion 
has  about  come  to  a  close.  This  does  not  mean  that  the 
period  of  missionary  activity  has  ceased  any  more  than 
the  occupation  of  the  prairies  completed  the  home  mis¬ 
sionary  task. 

“Ours  now  is  a  task  of  intensifying  our  work,  building 
deeper  our  foundations,  strengthening  our  institutions, 
adequately  equipping  our  reduced  missionary  force.  The 
first  step  in  such  a  program  and  the  one  to  which  we  com¬ 
mit  every  energy  at  our  command  is  to  continue  until  com¬ 
pleted  these  post-Cen tenary  adjustments,  and  while,  doing 
it,  to  continue  our  work  in  vigor  and  strength.” 

From  the  study  of  the  conditions  of  each  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  countries,  data  can  be  had  for  a  comprehensive  pro¬ 
gram  of  unified  endeavor,  in  accomplishing  which  the 
church  should  be  summoned  to  advance.  The  spirit  and 
purpose  of  adjustment  of  its  future  policies  is  clearly 
indicated  by  the  following  declaration : 

“Methodism  in  Europe,  as  in  the  countries  of  the  Far 
East,  is  facing  the  question  of  General  Conference  legis¬ 
lation,  or  of  determination,  as  a  denomination,  of  Meth¬ 
odism’s  relation  to  national  life  in  the  various  countries. 

“Are  we  to  continue  as  an  organized  connectional 
Methodism  as  at  present.'*  Are  we  to  work  toward  a 
merger  with  other  denominations  of  kindred  evangelical 
faith  and  practice.?  Or  are  we  to  maintain  our  Methodist 
identity  and  connectionalism  with  an  increasing  measure 
of  autonomy  in  all  matters  distinctive  of  each  particular 
field.? 

“These  questions  are  raised  by  our  executives  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  They  represent  the  leading  church  issue  of  China. 
They  hold  a  foremost  place  in  the  thinking  of  us  all. 

“The  General  Conference  should  raise  a  commission, 
with  certain  definite  relations  to  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  or  commit  to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
the  raising  of  a  commission,  in  order  to  study  the  whole 
question  of  the  future  world  policy  of  Methodism.” 

To  meet  the  demands  of  the  changed  situation  and 
the  adaptations  made  necessary,  the  board’s  appropria¬ 
tions  were  made  according  to  the  accompanying  tabula¬ 
tion  of  receipts  and  disbursements : 

I.  SUMMARY  OF  APPROPRIABLE  RECEIPTS  AND  DIS¬ 
BURSEMENTS 

Receipts 

World  Service  Divisible  Receipts 

World  Service,  direct . $  367,228  91 

World  Service,  designated .  362,349  74 

World  Service,  treasurer .  1,638,667  92 

Our  share  of  divisible  receipts . $2,368,246  67 

World  Service  Non-Divisible  Receipts 

World  Service  specials,  designated . $  76,446  86 

World  Service  specials,  undesignated. . . .  9,664  01 

Total  non-divisible  receipts .  85,109  87 

(Concluded  on  page  970) 
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Contributed  Editorial 


Please  Omit  the  Buckshot 

NE  thing  that  has  emerged  rather  definitely  from 
recent  and  present  discussions  of  the  Episcopacy 
is  the  wider  recognition  of  the  injustice  and  ineffi¬ 
ciency  of  showering  criticism  which  might  apply  to  some 
particular  bishop,  on  the  whole  Episcopal  Board.  In 
other  words,  there  is  a  growing  feeling  that  dealing  with 
the  Episcopacy  will  be  much  more  fruitful  in  beneficial 
results  if  it  is  done  in  retail  instead  of  wholesale  fashion. 

There  is  much  discussion  of  the  Episcopacy  at  present. 
That  is  nothing  new.  There  always  has  been,  ever  since 
the  first  eloquent  discourse  on  the  “autocracy”  of  Francis 
Asbury.  There  doubtless  always  will  be.  There  ought  to 
be.  An  institution  which  does  not  get  scrutiny  and  criti¬ 
cism  soon  dies  of  dry  rot.  But  the  most  futile  and 
bungling  kind  of  discussion  of  the  Episcopacy  (and  we 
have  had  a  great  deal  of  it)  has  been  by  discussing  what 
might  apply  to  one  bishop  as  though  it  were  a  character¬ 
istic  of  the  whole  Episcopal  Board,  which  it  never  is. 
There  is  a  fine  injunction  in  the  New  Testament,  “Greet 
the  friends  by  name.”  That  Christian  exhortation  may 
well  serve  as  a  guiding  principle  in  discussion  of  the  Epis¬ 
copacy. 

Among  the  causes  of  this  situation  are  lack  of  candor 
and  courage  in  many  of  those  who  make  the  criticism 
regarding  the  personality  or  administration  of  some 
particular  bishop.  Instead  of  manfully  dealing  with  the 
individual  concerned,  there  is  often  substituted  a  loose, 
general  charge,  sometimes  a  tirade,  against  the  whole 
Board.  In  other  words,  instead  of  aiming  one  definite 
criticism  made  manfully  in  the  open  at  one  definite  bishop, 
the  custom  has  been  to  hide  behind  the  woodshed  or  a 
convenient  tree  and  sprinkle  the  whole  Episcopal  Board 
with  buckshot.  This  is  not  only  an  injustice  to  many 
bishops  to  whom  the  criticism  in  point  does  not  apply  at 
all,  but  it  fails  to  accomplish  the  object  desired,  chang¬ 
ing  a  particular  situation. 

There  is  large  basis  in  fact  for  the  belief  that  the  legis¬ 
lation  enacted  at  the  last  General  Conference  limiting  the 
residence  of  bishops  to  eight  years  in  one  place  was  due 
to  the  desire  of  some  areas  to  have  a  new  bishop  while 
being  unwilling  to  come  out  in  the  open  and  say  so.  Con¬ 
sequently  they  made  all  the  bishops  move  automatically. 
And  it  was  a  characteristic  sample  of  lack  of  both  back¬ 
bone  and  honesty  in  dealing  with  the  Episcopacy. 

Any  subject  in  Methodism,  including  the  Episcopacy, 
is  always  open  for  discussion.  But  buckshot  is  a  poor 
method  of  discussion. 

The  Outlawry  of  War 

HAKESPEARE  records  it  as  a  notable,  magical 
achievement  “to  give  to  airy  nothing  a  local  habi¬ 
tation  and  a  name.”  Consequently,  Dr.  C.  C.  Mor¬ 
rison’s  book.  The  Outlawry  of  War  (Willett,  Clark 
and  Colby),  must  be  regarded  as  a  notable  achievement, 
for  that  is  exactly  what  it  does.  It  gives  to  the  rather 
vague  idea  of  the  outlawry  of  war  its  first  clear,  full  state¬ 
ment.  It  brings  the  idea  down  out  of  the  clouds  into  an 
effective,  concrete  statement.  It  is  not  only  a  clear  piece 
of  writing,  it  is  passionate  in  its  devotion  to  peace  and  full 
of  noble  eloquence.  It  shows  what  the  outlawry  of  war 


means,  and  gives  the  reasons  why  its  advocates  look  upon 
it  as  the  one  great  peace  proposal  of  our  time.  It  v^ell 
deserves  the  widest  reading  and  is  especially  timely  in 
these  days  when  the  Briand  proposal  to  outlaw  war 
between  the  United  States  and  France  is  receiving  so  much 
attention. 

All  this  is  said  while  yet  recognizing  what  seem  to  us 
glaring  weaknesses  of  the  argument.  A  feeling, 
which  many  have  had  about  the  extremely  able  and  bril¬ 
liant  group  who  have  sponsored  the  idea  of  the  outlawry 
of  war  is  that  these  have  been  weakened  by  a  certain  hard 
dogmatism.  A  larger  toleration  would  not  wealken  their 
cause,  and  there  are  traces  in  Morrison’s  book  of  a  dis¬ 
dain  of  any  other  peace  proposal.  At  times  the  author 
reminds  us  of  one  of  Thomas  Love  Peacock’s  heroes  who 
declaims : 

After  careful  meditation, 

And  profound  deliberation, 

On  the  various  pretty  projects  which  have  just  been  shown. 

Not  a  scheme  in  agitation. 

For  the  world’s  amelioration. 

Has  a  grain  of  common  sense  in  it  except  my  own. 

Doctor  Morrison’s  contention  that  we  shall  never  have 
done  with  war  until  we  have  made  it  an  international 
crime,  all  intelligent  peace  advocates  are  now  ready  to 
assent  to.  The  emphasis  placed  by  the  “outlawrists”  on 
the  juridical  phase  of  the  problem  is  not  only  wholesome 
but  necessary.  It  is  an  outstanding  contribution  to  the 
cause  of  world  peace.  But  Doctor  Morrison’s  thesis,  in¬ 
volving  as  it  does  the  assumption  that  a  solemn  renuncia¬ 
tion  of  war  by  the  governments  of  the  world  would  be 
effective  before  the  fundamental  causes  of  war — economic, 
racial  and  physiological — ^have  been  grappled  with  and 
before  alternative  methods  of  dealing  with  international 
controversies  have  been  established  in  the  thinking  of 
statesmen  and  in  the  machinery  of  international  relation¬ 
ships,  presents  insuperable  difficulties.  Great  reforms  are 
not  initiated  by  statute;  they  become  crystallized  in  law 
when  they  are  made  real  in  the  consciences  of  men  and 
when  they  find  expression  in  customary  procedure. 

The  “outlawrists”  are  impatient  with  “next  steps,” 
and  so  they  may  well  be.  But  to  assert  that  the  efforts 
for  world  peace  now  going  forward  at  Geneva  and  else¬ 
where  are  steps  in  the  wrong  direction”  is  equivalent  to 
saying  that  the  world  is  actually  more  warlike  because 
the  League  of  Nations  and  the  World  Court  have  been 
established.  One  does  not  have  to  be  a  partisan  of  Geneva 
to  recognize  that  such  an  assertion  is  gratuitous,  not  to 
say  grossly  contrary  to  fact. 

However  much  we  may  deprecate  the  emphasis  upon 
military  sanctions  in  the  League  covenant,  it  is  a  very 
superficial  criticism  of  the  League  to  assert  that,  because 
it  is  so  largely  preoccupied  with  humanitarian  and  eco¬ 
nomic  matters,  it  is  not  dealing  with  the  institution  of  war. 
The  recent  economic  conference,  held  under  League  aus¬ 
pices — with  American  co-operation,  happily — may  have 
more  far-reaching  effects  upon  the  war  system  than  a 
multitude  of  peace '  declarations.  If  our  experience  in 
striving  for  religious  co-operation  and  for  the  abolition 
of  war  in  industry  proves  anything  at  all,  it  is  probable 
that  the  most  effective  attack  on  war  between  the  nations 
will  not  be  a  frontal  attack,  but  a  patient  undermining  of 
the  forces  which  perpetuate  international  strife.  L. 
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Idol  Worship:  1927 


By  Silas  Bent 

Author  of  “BaUyhoo” 


From  the  standpoint  of  / 

popular  interest,  the  out-  ^  ^ 

standing  events  of  1927  /  Jf 
have  been  the  welcome  to 
Charles  A.  Lindbergh  on  his  ^ 

return  from  a  flight  across  the  ’ 

Atlantic,  the  Dempsey-Tunney  / 

fight  in  Chicago,  and  Babe  / 

Ruth’s  sixtieth  home  run,  which  / 

established  a  new  world  record. 

All  these  men  are  radiant  cen- 

ters  of  myth  and  legend.  They  /  % 

are  demi-gods.  They  are  out-  I  ^ 

standing  instances  in  this  year  1/  'f  ^  j 

of  our  Lord  of  the  recrudes-  / \.|  A 

cence  of  paganism.  1  if  f  ^  q!  ' 

Of  course  I  am  not  using  yw  1  y  .  * 

paganism  here  as  meaning  l■j^v  I 

merely  heathenism,  the  worship  '  \^m  ^ 

of  some  other  than  the  God  of  ^ 

Revelation;  we  will  dismiss  from 

our  mind  Zeus  and  Apollo  and  (l|t|||TU'|\  jHH|| 
Aphrodite.  Nor  do  I  mean  the  nilp^  '  IH*  j 

attitude  which  exalts  freedom  Iv'  ^  ||  IIW 

of  thought  and  action,  the  pa-  I'  •  '  || 

ganism  which  Sainte-Beuve  |  ^'1  lllmH 

praised.  IVhat  I  have  in  mind  j  1^1  ||&n 

is  paganism  as  opposed,  let  us  •11* 

say,  to  Puritanism ;  the  worship  ill  ^ 

of  the  flesh  in  manifestations  of  jffl  1  ||l  • 

strength,  beauty,  daring,  and  vll< 

skill,  as  contrasted  with  that 
moral  scrupulousness  which, 

upholding  the  freedom  of  the  '  vRlB 

conscience,  associates  love  of  1[|V 

the  body  with  original  sin.  I  '  |  ^ 

am  not  a  moralist,  and  have  no 

doctrine  to  inculcate ;  but  I  am  WORSHI 

interested  in  the  American  Demi-gods  Created 

scene,  and  I  think  that  the 

growth  of  paganism  as  a  part  of  that  scene  is  -demon¬ 
strable. 

The  Shrine  of  the  Demi-Gods 

Among  the  demi-gods  enshrined  in  the  American 
pantheon,  Lindbergh  is  perhaps  the  most  attractive.  He 
is  young,  well-bred,  good-looking,  modest.  He  flew  alone 
from  New  York  to  Paris  while  other  aviators  were  talk- 


I'tk 


THE  WORSHIPING  CROWDS 
Demi-gods  Created  by  the  Newspapers 


serves  as  a  Bible  to  a  great  part 
/  /  of  it.  “The  Evening  World” 

///  -  /  called  his  flight  “the  greatest 

/  /  feat  of  a  solitary  man  in  the 

y/  records  of  the  human  race, 

and  “The  Ohio  State  Journal” 
yV  A  ranked  him  “among  the  great 

Iw  In  \  ^  pioneers  of  history.”  “He  has 

1  /  \  exalted  the  race  of  men,” 

WjlM  '  I  \  shouted  “The  Baltimore  Sun.” 

n^MT  p  And  “The  New  York  Times” 

.  1 1  compared  the  news  of  his  com- 

y/X//  monplace  achievement  (how 

ujjj^  commonplace  it  was  speedily  be- 

y^/xy  came  apparent)  with  the  Bib- 

narratives  of  Adam  and 
/////^/  \  landing  of  the 

Mm  '////// A  Ararat,  and  the  discov- 

\  Moses  in  the  bullrushes. 

/  The  truth  of  the  matter  was 
that  Lindbergh  made  his  flight 
^  not  only  for  the  cash  prize,  but 

*  lUlInlkv^bSu'’*  for  its  exhibition  value.  He 

seen  how  the  newspapers 
\  had  made  demi-gods  of  Trudy 

ii  Ederle  and  Red  Grange  and 

'  ^ 

fabulous  earning  power  in 

vaudeville,  motion  pictures,  and 
ns  an  the  advertiser. 

Before  he  set  out  he  is  said  to 
have  made  a 

Marcus  Loew  to  capitalize  his 
popularity  should  the  flight  be 
successful ;  that  he  did  not  ful- 
fill  the  contract  was  due  to  the 
/  intervention  of  the  Govern¬ 

ment,  which  itself  capitalized 
mo  CROWDS  the  pur- 

,y  e  ewspape  diplomacy,  as  repre¬ 

sented  in  temporarily  improved  relations  with 
and  for  the  purposes  of  militarism,  as  represented  by  the 
plea  for  a  bigger  war  fleet  in  the  air  and  on  the  sea,  and 
as  represented  in  the  identification  of  the  aviator  in  the 
public  mind  with  the  Unknown  Soldier.  Our  ambassadors 
in  Paris  and  London  took  the  young  man  in  hand,  regu¬ 
lated  his  replies  to  the  newspaper  reporters,  thwyt^  his 
plan  for  a  flight  around  the  world,  and  brought  him  back. 


tTlZ  l:tltherandt;  ZTLZ  record  Lt  to  hie  etorting  point,  but  to  Washington,  in  a^nav.l 

earlier  by  two  Englishmen,  who  had  not  been  canonized  mitted  to  censorship,  bu  i  P  ^ 

ous,  as  any  aviator  knows,  than  dying  over  ■>»>«?*,“”»!  t  M^' 

and  no  recent  feat  has  compared  in  recklessness  with  the  Trudy  >  j  •  •  Tar^lr  ’nr^mnsev* 

neriirb™red  bv  World  War  aces.  Yet  the  populace  was  when  drst  he  got  a  decsion  oyer  Jack  D^psey, 

t  tr„dWh  by  the  daily  pLs,  which  plus  the  exclte„.ent  of  the  amnst.ee  wh.ch  ended  the 
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World  War— all  these  rolled  to¬ 
gether  could  hardly  be  said  to  sur¬ 
pass  the  ardor  of  the  worship  mani¬ 
fested  for  this  young  commercial  air 
mail  flyer.  To  answer  all  his  letters 
would  have  taken  seventy  years.  His 
Government  made  him  a  colonel  in 
the  Air  Corps  Reserve,  just  as  it  had 
made  Tunney  an  oflicer  in  the  ma¬ 
rines.  For  your  Uncle  Sam  does  not 
hesitate  to  exploit  paganism  when  it 
serves  his  purposes. 


Million  Dollars  for  Thirty 
Minutes  in  the  Ring 


To  Think  Over — 

A  Christianity  that  compromises 
with  popular  morality  instead  of 
challenging  it  has  lost  its  reason  for 
existence." 

This,  I  venture  to  believe,  comes 
nearer  the  root  of  the  falling  off  in 
church  growth;  for  the  popular 
morality  of  to-day  is  a  newspaper- 
bred  and  newspaper-stimulated  pa¬ 
ganism." 


ball  games,  the  chief  sport  im¬ 
presario  of  the  twenty-six  Scripps- 
Howard  newspapers  declared  that 
this  player  was  bigger  than  the  game 
itself — a  demi-god  greater  than  pa¬ 
ganism  !  Ruth  is  better  known  and 
better  loved  than  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  obvious 
reason  that  the  President’s  achieve¬ 
ments  are  not  in  the  physical  realm ; 
and  Ruth  makes  far  more  money. 
How  lavishly  the  worshipers  of  base¬ 
ball  players  pay  to  see  their  gods 
in  action  may  be  realized  from  these 
facts :  twenty  years  ago  the  gross 


receipts  from  a  world  series  amounted  to  a  little  more 
than  $100,000;  in  1926  they  amounted  to  $1,207,864 


Can  Man  Remain  Permanently  Civilized  ? 

Stanley  Hall  has  asserted  that  “man  has  never  yet 
demonstrated  that  he  can  remain  permanently  civilized.” 
Are  we  to  regard  the  present  widespread  adoration  of 
the  human  body  as  the  peak  of  American  civilization,  or 


To  see  Tunney  whip  Dempsey  the  second  time,  at 
Chicago,  September  22,  last,  146,000  persons  paid  $2,- 
658,660  admission  fees.  Their  total  expenditures  for 
traveling  expenses,  hotel  bills,  and  incidentals  was  esti¬ 
mated  at  $30,000,000.  Gene  Tunney  was  paid,  for  thirty 
minutes  in  the  ring,  $990,000,  and  his  defeated  opponent 
got  $437,500. 

Modern  prize  fights  are  readily  comparable  with  the 

pagan  sports  of  ancient  Rome.  In  the  “Confessions”  of  as  the  peak  of  American  civilization,  or 

Augustine  a  story  is  told  of  the  strange  fascination  which  ®  recession?  These  are  not  the  only  evi- 

the  games  of  the  arena  exercised  even  on  a  man  of  fine  course;  a  place  is  being  made  beside  Helen 

susceptibilities  and  a  Christian.  Alipius  was  dragged  queen,”  for  Betty  Nuthall,  a  “bonny, 

against  his  will  to  the  amphitheater,  and  strove  to  shut  child.”  (I  am  quoting  from  our  most  pious  news- 

out  the  brutal  scenes  enacted  there  by  closing  his  eyes;  We  read  that  Rudolph  Valentino  is  still  wor- 

but  at  an  exciting  moment  the  shouts  of  the  other  spec-  “because  he  knew  not  only  how  to  make  love,  but 

tators  caused  him  to  look,  and  in  that  moment  he  grew  worship.”  It  is  recorded  that  “there  has  been 

drunk  with  the  lust  of  blood.  Afterward  he  returned  j"  tbe  history  of  either  stage  or  screen  to  equal 

again  arid  again.  It  is  worth  noting,  however,  that  the  passionate  sincerity  of  devotion  evoked  by  Valentino 

chief  objections  offered  to  gladiatorial  combats  was  their  bis  countless  women  admirers.  Some  of  them  have 

extravagance.  The  younger  Pliny,  who  perhaps  of  all  shrine  to  him  in  their  boudoirs ;  others  grow 

the  writers  of  that  day  approaches  nearest  our  notion  beneath  his  framed  photograph.  One  woman  has 

of  a  gentleman,  approved  of  them ;  Marcus  Aurelius  did  ®birts,  which  she  keeps  in  a  gold-embroidered 

a  great  deal  to  mitigate  their  cruelty,  but  complained  of  ®®fbet.”  The  date  of  the  publication  from  which  I  lift 


*  *  - V  .AXUXtlAUO  Ulil 

a  great  deal  to  mitigate  their  cruelty,  but  complained  of 
their  monotony  rather  than  their  brutality;  Cicero  re¬ 
garded  them  as  a  discipline  against  the  fear  of  suffering 
and  death;  many  others  thought  them  a  wasteful  form 
of  amusement.  A  successful  gladiator  enjoyed  a  fame 
as  great  as  Tunney’s ;  poets  sang  his  praise,  and  in  the 
museum  at  Naples  are  to  be  seen  the  jeweled  helmets, 
broad  pieces,  and  chains  presented  to  these  fighters.  They 
were  the  demi-gods  of  their  day. 

The  number  of  persons  who  paid  $40  each  for  “ring-  oi  motion-picture  stars.  When  there  is  added 

side”  seats  at  this  bout  exceeded  the  population  of  Bir-  ®  ®"t®*^amment  the  impact  of  a  thrill,  the  public  is 

mingham  in  1900.  Fancy  trying  to  get  40,000  persons  'J'^bing  to  let  the  payment  mount  to  astronomical  figures.” 
to  pay  that  fee,  or  any  other  fee,  to  contemplate  a  super-  best  thrill  they  could  think  of,  both  the 

lative  work  of  art !  One  or  two  thousand  will  gather  to  ^^®  “World”  on  the  morning  of  the  Chicago 

witness  a  tennis  match,  twenty  thousand  to  see  a  baseball  demanded  a  knockout. 

rVOTVlA  A  Xl _ 1  i  1  A  .  . 
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this  passage  is  August  20,  1927,  a  year  after  the  star’s 
death. 

Along  with  the  deification  of  individuals  because  of 
physical  beauty,  skill,  or  strength  go  lewd  plays,  erotic 
literature,  and  “companionate”  marriage.  Says  the 
J\ew  York  Times,”  in  an  editorial  headed  “The  Thrill 
Hunters”:  “This  is  the  time  in  the  life  of  America  when 
no  sum  IS  too  great  to  be  paid  for  entertainment :  witness 
the  salaries  of  motion-picture  stars.  When  there  is  added 


,  -  - - ^  vv  occ  a>  1 

game,  a  hundred  thousand  to  cheer  a  football  game.  Such 
IS  the  appeal  to-day  of  bodily  courage  and  prowess.  The 
appeal  is  enhanced,  particularly  in  the  case  of  paid  sports, 
by  the  writers  for  the  newspapers,  who  sing  hymns  of 
praise  to  “the  Manassa  Mauler”  and  to  Tex  Rickard,  the 


The  High  Priests  of  the  Thrill  Hunters 


j - -  xviunaru,  me  i!.iii.  jjy  examining  the  amount  of  space  thev  now  devote 

principal  lamsta  of  modem  coliseums.  Nor  are  Dempsey  to  certain  kinds  of  news,  in  comparison  with  th  ^ 
and  Rickard  unappreciative.  The  latter  alone  snenrtc  devote/t  fr»  _ IC _ l: _  ^  Space 


It  is  apparent  that  the  newspaper  editor  and  reporter 
are  the  high  priests  in  the  hierarchy  of  American  pagan¬ 
ism.  By  examining  the  amount  of  space  they  now  devote 


- -  V 

and  Rickard  unappreciative.  The  latter  alone  spends 
$66,000  a  year,  so  he  says,  in  “entertaining”  sport  writ¬ 
ers.  The  press  sent  to  the  Dempsey-Tunney  bout  more 
than  300  special  article  men,  reporters,  artists,  and  pho- 
tographers.  The  St.  Louis  tornado,  which  cost  fourscore 
lives  and  did  a  property  damage  of  $60,000,000,  did  not 

M  ...  1- _  .... 
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devoted  to  those  classifications  half  a  century  ago,  we 
can  arrive  at  a  just  notion  of  the  change  that  has  come 
over  their  standards.  For  this  purpose  I  will  take  a 
study  made  by  Orland  Kay  Armstrong,  a  graduate  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  School  of  Journalism,  University  of  Missouri, 
covering  the  “St.  Louis  Republican”  (now  defunct)  of 


ffef  u  - ®  uiu  not  covering  tne  "St.  l>ouis  Republican”  (now  defunct)  of 

Wh.n  n  S  ‘I’®  priM  fight.  I87S,  and  the  “St.  Louia  Poat-Diapatch”  of  I92S  From 

When  Babe  Ruth  knocked  hia  aixtieth  home  run  of  the  tablea  and  charta  in  bia  monograph  I  wi  1  aeleot  «r 
the  aeaaon,  on  the  eve  of  the  1927  “World  Serie.”  of  baae-  tain  percentagea  for  compariaon 
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1876 

1926 

Sport  news . 

. 1.7 

26.4 

Crime  news . 

. 4.9 

10.7 

Religious  news . 

. 1.4 

0.8 

Stuff  about  sports,  mostly  about  such  commercialized 
sports  as  racing,  prize  fighting,  and  baseball,  now  occu¬ 
pies  not  only  in  the  “St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch,”  but  in 
our  average  metropolitan  newspapers,  about  one  fourth 
of  the  space.  No  other  kind  of  news,  except  in  some  pa¬ 
pers  business  stories  and  the  market  pages,  can  compete 
with  this.  While  the  space  accorded  to  sports  (which  I 
think  I  may  venture  to  call  a  pagan  diversion)  was  being 
multiplied  by  1,400  per  cent,  the  space  accorded  to  reli¬ 
gious  news  was  falling  off  by  nearly  half.  Yet  in  1880 
only  twenty  in  one  hundred  of  our  population  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  Protestant  churches,  while  in  1926  the  percentage 
was  twenty-six.  In  spite  of  a  great  gain  in  public  in¬ 
terest  in  religion,  as  revealed  by  the  figures  for  one  branch 
of  it,  the  newspapers  devoted  less  attention  to  it.  I  cite 


the  figures  in  reply  to  the  newspaper  editor’s  common 
statement  that  he  gives  the  public  what  it  wants. 

The  growth  of  sport  ballyhoo  in  the  daily  press  has 
come  wholly  during  this  century,  and  Protestant  church¬ 
men  are  concerned  over  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a 
slowing  up  in  membership  growth  during  this  century. 
Newspapers  are  channels  of  suggestion.  The  Rev.  Charles 
Stelzle  says  that  the  church  is  failing  to  grow  as  it  should 
because  “most  of  those  who  are  identified  with  it  do  not 
believe  in  it.”  That  it  has  come  to  a  crisis  there  can  be 
no  doubt.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick  says: 
“Anyone  with  his  eyes  open  can  see  to-day  that  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  largely  on  the  defensive.  ...  A  Christianity 
that  compromises  with  popular  morality  instead  of  chal¬ 
lenging  it  has  lost  its  reason  for  existence.” 

This,  I  venture  to  believe,  comes  nearer  the  root  of  the 
falling  off  in  church  growth;  for  the  popular  morality 
of  to-day  is  a  newspaper-bred  and  newspaper-stimulated 
paganism. 


The  Modern  Jonah 


By  Ernest  Fremont  Tittle 

Pastor  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Evanston,  III. 


The  book  of  Jonah  is  the  first  great  missionary 
tract  ever  written.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  books 
in  the  Old  Testament.  Its  unknown  author  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  possessed  the  vision  of  a  St.  Paul,  the  satiric 
power  of  a  George  Bernard  Shaw,  and  the  delicious  humor 
of  a  Gilbert  Chesterton.  Is  this  great  little  book  a  true 
story?  As  well  ask.  Is  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  son 
a  true  story?  Neither  the  one  nor  the  other  represents 
an  actual  occurrence;  yet  how  persistently  true  they  are, 
utterly  accurate  as  portraits  of  a  multitude  of  human 
hearts ! 

In  that  prodigal  son,  who  gathered  all  together  and 
went  into  a  far  country  and  wasted  his  substance  in  riot¬ 
ous  living  and  began  to  be  in  want,  how  many  a  man  has 
recognized  himself !  And  if  in  that  disobedient  prophet, 
whose  racial  prejudices  led  him  to  refuse  a  divinely  ap¬ 
pointed  task,  many  another  man  does  not  recognize  him¬ 
self,  it  is  only  because  the  everlasting  meaning  of  the  book 
of  Jonah  has  been  lost  sight  of  in  the  dust  of  a  foolish, 
futile  controversy  over  the  ability  of  a  fish  to  swallow 
a  man  and  the  ability  of  a  man  to  live  three  days  and  three 
nights  in  the  belly  of  a  fish.  It  is  indeed  a  curious  fact 
that  many  persons  who  have  insisted  upon  the  historicity 
of  the  book  of  Jonah  have  revealed  in  their  own  lives  much 
the  same  sort  of  racial  prejudice  which  the  author  of  the 
book  was  trying  to  smite. 

God  cares  for  the  Jew ;  but  also  for  the  Ninevite.  He 
cares  for  the  native-born;  but  also  for  the  foreign-bom. 
He  cares  for  the  white  man ;  but  also  for  the  yellow  man, 
and  the  brown,  and  the  black.  The  love  of  God  is  broader 
than  the  measure  of  prejudiced  people’s  minds.  The  con¬ 
cern  of  God  reaches  farther  than  hooded  klansmen  sup¬ 
pose.  That  is  the  abiding  message  of  the  book  of  Jonah. 

Jonah  is  Still  Alive 

Let  no  one  suppose  that  Jonah  is  dead.  He  is  as  much 
alive  as  are  people  who  call  black  men  “niggers.”  He  is 
the  man  who,  in  his  attitude  toward  persons  belonging  to 
other  racial  groups,  is  governed  by  his  prejudices  rather 


than  by  the  findings  of  science  or  by  the  solicitude  of 
God. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Jonah  is  not  born  with  racial 
prejudices.  A  normal  white  boy  reveals  no  feeling  of 
repfugnance  toward  a  normal  colored  boy  until  his  mother 
informs  him  that  with  little  colored  children  little  white 
children  ought  not  to  play.  Race  antipathy  is  not  in¬ 
stinctive;  it  is  acquired.  It  is  not  God-given ;  it  is  society- 
given.  In  generation  after  generation,  an  adult  world 
imposes  upon  a  juvenile  world  its  own  antipathies.  Jonah 
is  not  born  prejudiced;  he  achieves  prejudice,  has  preju¬ 
dice  thrust  upon  him. 

It  was  probably  true  of  the  ancient  Jonah  that  he 
felt  no  need  of  rationalizing  his  racial  antipathies ;  but 
the  modern  Jonah  has  attempted  to  secure  for  his  a  scien¬ 
tific  justification — a  fact  which  may  indicate  that  the 
spirit  of  Jesus  has  been  brooding  over  the  hearts  of  men 
with  such  effectiveness,  that  whereas  1,900  years  ago 
one  might  not  only  without  shame  acknowledge  a  feeling 
of  race  antipathy,  but  even  boast  of  it  and  glory  in  it ; 
to-day  one  feels  the  need  of  discovering  some  sanction 
for  it ;  if  not  in  Christianity,  at  least  in  science. 

***** 

A  few  years  ago  Jonah  was  busily  engaged  in  weigh¬ 
ing  human  brains.  He  discovered,  much  to  his  delight, 
that  the  brain  of  the  average  white  man  weighs  something 
more^  than  the  brain  of  the  average  Negro ;  and  if  only 
he  had  stopped  there,  all  would  have  been  well  for  his 
prejudices.  But  he  proceeded  to  weigh  the  brains  of  a 
certain  number  of  Orientals,  and  discovered  to  his  dismay 
that  the  brain  of  the  average  yellow  man  weighs  something 
more  than  the  brain  of  the  average  white  man.  That,  of 
course,  was  a  jolt;  and  he  was  destined  to  experience  an 
even  bigger  jolt,  for  when  he  still  further  proceeded  to 
weigh  the  brains  of  some  of  the  most  gifted  and  distin¬ 
guished  men  belonging  to  his  own  race,  he  discovered  that 
the  brain  of  a  certain  eminent  statesman  weighed  con¬ 
siderably  less  than  that  of  the  average  Negro  in  the  Af- 
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i  rican  forest.  To-day,  therefore,  Jonah  is  reflecting  upon 
a  well-known  nursery  rhyme  which  says: 

Little  head,  little  wit ; 

Big  head,  not  a  bit, 

and  looking  elsewhere  for  a  scientific  confirmation  of  his 
racial  prejudices. 

When  Jonah,  the  Nordic,  Measures  Heads 

He  inclines  to  believe  that  he  has  found  it  in  the  shape 
of  the  human  head.  He  has  noted  the  fact  that  man^y 
Anglo-Saxons  have  long  heads,  and  that  many  Latins  and 
blavs  have  broad,  or  flat,  heads. 

Being  himself  an  Anglo-Saxon,  with 
a  head  undeniably  long,  and  being 
fully  persuaded  of  the  inherent  su¬ 
periority  of  Anglo-Saxons  to  all 
other  peoples  whatsoever,  he  has 
concluded  that  the  presence  of  a 
long  head  is  nature’s  own  assertion 
of  the  scientific  right  of  every 
Anglo-Saxon  to  consider  himself  the 
lawful  lord  and  bully  of  the  planet. 

There  are  times,  to  be  sure, 
when  Jonah’s  complacency  is  some¬ 
what  disturbed.  He  finds  it  a  bit 
awkward  to  account  for  the  great¬ 
ness  of  such  broad-headed  Latins  as 
Dante,  Michelangelo,  and  Raphael, 
not  to  mention  the  greatness  of  cer¬ 
tain  Englishmen  whose  portraits 
that  their  heads  were  not 
^  long,  but  flat.  Nor  is  he  easily 
►  able  to  give  a  reason  for  the  faith 
that  is  in  him  when  his  wife  calls 
his  attention  to  the  indisputable 
fact  that  one  of  his  own  sons  has 
a  long  head,  the  other  a  head  that 
rather  curiously  suggests  a  bullet 
flattened  a  bit  on  top. 


THE  NEEDLES 


But,  although  Jonah  has  mo¬ 
ments  of  horrid  doubt,  he  has  not 
yet  acknowledged  that  his  own 
head,  metaphorically  speaking,  is  a 
trifle  thick.  He  turns  most  hope¬ 
fully  to  certain  intelligence  tests 
which  seem  to  show  that  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  white  folk  possess  a  much 
greater  degree  of  native  ability 
than  do  the  children  of  black  folk. 
But  these 


God's  Exclamation  Points 

BY  MADELEINE  SWEENY  MILLER. 

Man  has  lost  his  sense  of  wonder. 
Hills  have  not. 

They  look  too  much  on  sunsets 
And  on  the  day's  young  tints; 

They  stand  too  near  the  spring  of  stars 
And  rise  of  autumn  moon, 

douht  that  God  made  them! 

They  stand  and  gleam  and  praise  Him 
With  the  pinnacles  they  raise. 
Exclamation  points  of  wonder 
Are  the  Needles  of  His  hills. 
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Human  beings  do,  undeniably,  reveal  marked  differ¬ 
ences  of  native  capacity.  As  Jesus  suggested,  to  some 
of  us  are  given  five  talents,  to  some  two,  to  others  only  one. 
But  are  all  the  five-talent  individuals  to  be  found  in  the 
white  race,  all  the  two-talent  individuals  in  the  yellow 
race,  and  all  the  one-talent  individuals  in  the  black  race? 
Is  it  not,  rather,  true  that  when  it  comes  to  sheer  native 

capacity,  the  differences  between  human  beings  are  not 
racial  but  personal? 

Jonah  on  a  Pullman  Car 
Jonah,  however,  is  still  unconvinced.  Only  the  other 
day  I  met  him  on  a  Pullman  in 
which  we  both  happened  to  be 
traveling,  and  the  conversation 
drifted  into  a  discussion  of  the  po¬ 
tential  ability  of  the  Negro  race. 

I  held  to  the  opinion  that  the  Ne¬ 
gro  s  potential  ability  is  very 
great ;  that,  in  view  of  what  the 
Negroes  in  America  have  accom¬ 
plished  in  the  less  than  sixty  years 
of  their  enfranchisement,  we  are 
entitled  to  suppose  that,  given  fair 
opportunity  for  self-development, 
the  black  man  will  one  day  astonish 
the  world.  I  ventured  to  refer  to 
the  work  of  such  Negroes  as  Mc¬ 
Coy,  the  inventor;  Scott,  the  mural 
painter;  Tanner,  the  painter  of  re¬ 
ligious  subjects;  Chestnut,  the 
novelist;  Roland  Hayes,  the  tenor; 
William  Stanley  Braithwaite,  the 
literary  critic;  W.  E.  Burghardt 
Dubois,  the  brilliant  savant ;  and 
Paul  Laurence  Dunbar,  the  poet, 
whose 


Lay  me  down  beneaf  de  willers  in 
de  grass, 

Whar  the  branch  ’ll  go  a-singin’  as 
it  pass. 

An’  w’en  I’se  a-layin’  low, 

I  kin  hyeah  it  as  it  go 
Singin’,  Sleep,  mah  honey,  tek  your 
res’  at  las’. 


has  made  the  whole  world  of  sensi¬ 
tive  spirits  his  debtor.  I  did  not 
know  at  that  time  what  I  have  since 
discovered,  that  Lord  Bryce  once 
expressed  the  conviction  that  in 
sixty  years  the  American  Negro  has 
developed  more  than  did  the  Anglo-Saxon  in  six  centuries. 

Klir  .Intion  _ 3 _ *j.i  1  .*1  .«  ...  _  _ 


far-famed  intelligence 

gifted  than  certain  black  children,  they  also  suffgest  liant^  admitted  the  possibility  of  bril- 

that  at  least  a  few  black  children  possess  a  larffePna  Kl  t  ^ejd  solemnly  to  the  opinion  that  the 

tive  endowment  than  do  many  whit?  ^  ^  ®  "ever  rise  very  high.  “Why,” 

Moreover,  whether  or  no  any  child  is  able  to  answer  'a  undeniable  historic  fact  that  for 

the  questions  that  are  put  to  him  depends  in  part  at  wVt**”  *  indeed,  until  the  coming  of  the 

least,  upon  the  cultural  environment  in  which  he  has  been  produc'^r’  ^  invented  an  alphabet,  nor 

brought  up.  A  colored  boy  whose  parents  are  colWe  ^orW  enlw  significant  invention  or  a  single 
graduates,  finds  it  a  good  deal  easier  to  pass  almoft  hnn,.  ftf  *be 

any  kind  of  examination  than  does  the  whiteTy  wZe 

O  ^  1 1 « -I- i.  . 


^  . .  uiic  wiiiLc  uuy  wnose 

parents  are  illiterate  and  who  has  grown  up  in  the  slums. 
Ihe  question  not  unnaturally  presents  itself:  Must  not 
environment  be  taken  seriously  into  account  in  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  intelligence  tests? 


A  Close-Up  View  of  Our  Ancestors 
But  consider  another  undeniable  historic  fact.  When 
Julius  Caesar  landed  on  that  little  island  which  has  since 
given  to  the  world  a  Shakespeare,  a  Ruskin,  a  Turner, 
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and  a  Gladstone,  what  did  he  find?  He  found  men  who 
possessed  the  power  of  life  and  death  over  their  wives 
and  children,  and  who  offered  human  beings  as  sacrifices 
to  their  gods.  Some  of  them,  he  discovered,  had  “huge 
wicker-work  images  which  they  stuffed  full  of  living  men 
and  women  and  then  set  on  fire.”  Two  thousand  years 
ago,  when  the  ancestors  of  those  Italian  laborers  who 
build  our  railroads  for  us  were  building 

.  .  the  glory  that  was  Greece 
And  the  grandeur  that  was  Rome,” 

the  ancestors  of  some  of  us  were  living  at  a  stage  of 
civilization  not  very  much,  if  any,  higher  than  that  now 
occupied  by  many  of  the  tribes  of  the  African  forests. 
And  not  until  the  Roman  came  did  our  ancestors  pro¬ 
duce  anything  of  enduring  worth  to  mankind. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  even  the  marvelous 
culture  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  was  developed  under  the 
stimulus  of  an  imported  culture.  And  if,  two  thousand 
years  ago,  that  brilliant  civilization  along  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  coast  had  moved  eastward  instead  of  westward, 
who  knows  but  that  to-day  white  England  would  pre¬ 
sent  much  the  same  sort  of  arrested  development  as  does 
black  Madagascar?  From  the  present  vantage  ground 
of  the  cultivated  Anglo-Saxon,  the  Negro  is  undeniably 
a  backward  race,  just  as  twenty  centuries  ago,  from 
the  vantage  ground  of  the  cultivated  Roman,  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  yras  a  backward  race.  But  in  the  long  view  which 
the  story  of  evolution  necessitates,  a  few  thousand  years 
are  but  as  yesterday  when  it  is  past,  and  who  knows 
what  the  year  four  thousand  will  reveal? 

If  some  day,  in  a  gush  of  genuine  scientific  enthusi¬ 
asm,  Jonah  should  turn  aside  from  those  clever  popular¬ 
izations  of  pseudo-science  which  undertake  to  rationalize 
his  prejudices  and  begin  to  read  some  such  volume  as 
Professor  Conklin’s  “The  Direction  of  Human  Evolu¬ 
tion,”  he  would  presently  come  upon  a  clean-cut  state¬ 
ment  of  this  sort,  “Biology  and  the  Bible  agree  that  God 
hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men”;  and  an 
equally  clean-cut  statement  to  this  effect,  “The  re¬ 
semblances  between  all  types  of  men  are  vastly  more 
numerous  and  important  than  the  differences.’  Differ¬ 
ences  there  are  between  the  present  political  and  cultural 
achievements  of  men,  but  does  impartial  scientific  inves¬ 
tigation  furnish  any  justification  for  the  belief  that  the 
human  race  may  and  must  be  divided  into  groups,  some 
of  which  are  inherently  superior  to  the  rest?  None  what¬ 
ever. 

The  Deification  of  Prejudices 
Jonah  to-day  has  not  a  single  scientific  leg  to  stand 
on.  What,  then,  will  he  do?  In  many  cases,  no  doubt, 
he  will  hobble  through  life  under  the  weight  of  his  preju¬ 
dices,  getting  in  the  way  of  human  progress,  and  missing 
all  the  fun  of  a  great  and  thrilling ^dventure.  But  at 
the  close  of  the  Biblical  story  we  find  him  sitting  under 
his  canopy  considering  the  searching  question  of  Jehovah, 
and  at  the  close  of  this  present  discussion,  let  us  picture 
him  as  giving  thoughtful  attention  to  such  thoughts  as 
these. 

What  is  pictured- in  Hollywood  is  seen  in  Tokio,  not 
always  to  the  moral  advantage  of  the  Japanese.  What 
is  spoken  in  Chicago  is  heard  in  Shanghai.  What  is  done 
in  London  is  felt  in  Calcutta.  What  is  whispered  in  the 
ear  in  the  chancelleries  of  Europe  and  of  America  becomes 
a  topic  of  conversation  for  the  educated  portion  of  the 
Orient  and,  after  a  little,  even  for  the  coolie  and  the  jin- 
rikisha  man.  The  day  of  isolation  is  forever  past;  the 


day  of  world-wide  contact  has  arrived.  More  and  more  I 
the  peoples  of  the  world  are  going  to  mingle.  Old  King 
Canute,  standing  on  the  beach  and  commanding  the  tide 
to  stand  still,  is  a  no  more  ludicrous  or  pathetic  figure 
than  the  man  who  supposes  that  by  any  number  or  kinds 
of  exclusion  acts  the  intermingling  of  racial  groups  can 

be  permanently  checked.  ^ 

The  greatest,  then,  of  all  the  political  and  social 
problems  which  now  confront  us  would  appear  to  be  this . 
How  may  the  various  nations  and  races  of  mankind  live 
together  in  prosperity  and  peace?  Never  was  it  as  true 
as  it  is  to-day  that  united  we  stand,  divided  we  fall. 
United,  capital  and  labor  could  produce  enough  to  make 
it  possible  for  every  man,  woman,  and  child  all  over  the 
world  to  possess  at  least  the  physical  equipment  for  a 
healthy,  happy  life ;  divided,  they  can  but  keep  the  world 
in  perpetual  turmoil  and  discontent.  United  in  some 
great  and  powerful  association  of  nations,  what  could 
modem  states  not  accom})lish  in  fighting  disease,  and 
such  moral  plagues  as  the  traffic  in  women  and  children 
and  the  traffic  in  dmgs ;  what  could  they  not  accomplish 
in  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  the  development  of  science, 
the  enrichment  of  life?  Is  it  not  true,  as  Professor  Wil¬ 
liam  MacDougall  suggests,  that  “only  through  the  fur¬ 
ther  development  of  the  collective  life  of  nations  can  man 
rise  to  higher  levels  than  he  has  yet  known?”  But 
divided,  modem  states  now  possess  the  power  to  destroy 
civilization.  United,  not  by  marriage,  but  by  a  common 
faith  in  the  possibility  of  world  progress  and  a  common 
devotion  to  great  world  interest,  what  could  not  the 
races  of  mankind  accomplish  in  the  liberation  of  the  hu¬ 
man  spirit  from  ignorance  and  superstition  and  fear, 
and  in  the  creation  of  a  great  world  civilization  in  whose 
manifold  blessings  every  people  would  have  a  share?  But  | 
divided  as  they  are  now,  will  they  not,  late  or  soon,  bring 
on  a  death  stmggle  compared  with  which  the  war  of  1914 
would  appear  to  be  but  a  small  and  localized  disturbance  ? 

One  detects  to-day  in  the  minds  of  far-seeing  English¬ 
men  a  kind  of  glow  at  the  thought  that  they  belong  to 
a  far-flung  commonwealth  which  includes  in  its  member¬ 
ship  a  great  variety  of  peoples  representing  differing 
cultures  and  temperaments  and  tastes.  Is  it  not  possible 
to  conceive  of  an  even  more  wonderful  commonwealth, 
a  far-flung  commonwealth  of  mankind  that  would  em¬ 
brace  a  still  greater  variety  of  peoples,  each  with  its 
own  distinctive  culture,  its  own  mentality  and  artistic 
taste?  And  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  in  such 
a  commonwealth  the  race  as  a  whole  would  climb  to  more 
splendid  heights  than  it  has  yet  reached  or,  under  pres¬ 
ent  conditions,  is  likely  to  reach?  The  genius  for  gov¬ 
ernment  that  is  Britain,  the  beauty  that  is  France,  the 
scientific  thoroughness  that  is  Germany,  the  practical 
idealism  that  is  America,  the  laughter  that  is  Africa,  the 
courage  that  is  Japan,  the  spirituality  that  is  India 
suppose  all  these  should  unite  to  form  one  great  world¬ 
wide  civilization.  Would  there  not  presently  appear  a 
new  glory  in  the  face  of  mankind? 

Brass  Tacks 

By  John  Andrew  Holmes 

— The  gospel  should  be  big  enough  and  brave  enough  to 
speak  above  its  breath  in  any  society. 

— Making  the  church  attractive  to  sinners  should  end 
where  making  it  repulsive  to  God  begins. 

— Many  a  subscriber  to  the  budget  of  the  church  has 
really  deserted  her  and  is  merely  paying  her  alimony. 
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Atlanta  Conference  in  Session 


TLAN  rA  CONFERENCE  holds  its  thirty-first 
/-%  session  at  McDonough,  Ga.,  December  14-18. 

1927.  As  was  the  desire  of  the  Conference,  this 
session,  the  last  of  the  quadrennium,  is  to  be  presided 
over  by  resident  Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

The  bishop  has  endeared  himself  to  all  hearts  of  both 
ministers  and  laymen  alike  by  the  Christian  cordiality 
and  brotherly  fellowship  which  have  characterized  his 
relation  to  the  entire  area  during  two  quadrenniums  among 
us ;  by  the  singular  devotion  brought  to  bear  on  his  task ; 
by  the  absence  of  autocratic  methods  to  achieve  results ; 
and  by  his  example  of  piety  in  word  and  life  provoking 
emulation  of  these  qualities  by  his  brethren.  It  is  not 
to  be  wandered  at  that  there  was  throughout  the  Con¬ 
ference  a  clamorous  voice  that  he  hold  this  session  of  At¬ 
lanta  Conference. 

Atlanta,  though  not  the  largest  (that  honor  belongs 
to  South  Carolina),  is  nevertheless  the  central  and  resi¬ 
dential  Conference  of  the  area.  Excepting  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  it  is  the  largest  of  the  five  colored  Conferences  of 
Atlanta  Area.  Composing  it  are  seventy  traveling  mem¬ 
bers,  four  district  superintendents,  14,900  full  members. 
In  property  holdings  there  are  150  churches  and  forty- 
five  parsonages,  with  a  total  property  valuation  of  $606,- 
398.  Total  ministerial  support  paid  last  year  was  $46,- 
226.  Methodism’s  two  greatest  schools.  Gammon  The¬ 
ological  Seminary  and  Clark  University,  are  located 
here.  Together  these  schools  make  one  of  the  most  valu¬ 
able  properties  held  by  any  denomination  in  .  the  South. 
The  bishop’s  administration  of  these  schools  has  been 
constructive  in  every  way,  as  has  been  his  general  ad¬ 
ministrative  policy  in  this  mixed  area  in  a  field  of  crit¬ 
ical  contact. 

Every  consideration  is  being  given  to  such  details 
of  hospitality  as  will  contribute  to  the  success  of  the 
sessions  of  the  Conference.  Pastor  J.  F.  Dorsey  is 
among  the  most  industrious  of  Methodist  preachers.  To 


his  credit  stand  several  of  the  best  church  buildings  and 
parsonages  of  the  Conference.  He  is  a  builder,  a  finan¬ 
cier,  and  a  prince  of  hospitality.  His  congregation,  in 
cultural  attainment,  is  above  the  level  of  the  mass  of 
our  churches;  they  are  well-circumstanced  farmers,  own¬ 
ing  their  homes  and  sustaining  substantial  business  re¬ 
lations  in  the  community.  Two  years  have  elapsed  since 
a  public  collection  was  taken  in  the  church  services. 
Modern  methods  are  in  vogue.  The  church  structure 
is  of  red  pressed  brick  of  modern  design,  with  ample 
accommodation  in  rooms  and  apartments  for  facilitating 
the  business  of  the  Conference. 

Interest  of  all  elements  in  the  community  centers  in 
the  approaching  sessions.  McDonough  is  quite  a  center 
of  Methodism.  The  hospitality  and  co-operative  spirit 
of  the  white  churches  of  the  city  are  known  of  old.  Many 
of  the  leading  officials  of  the  city  are  staunch  Meth¬ 
odists  and  in  sympathy  with  our  Christian  purposes. 
Other  colored  denominations,  too,  are  co-operating  to  the 
end  of  a  successful  Conference.  District  Superintendent 
D.  H.  Stanton,  noted  for  his  excellent  work  in  behalf 
of  the  boys  of  the  district,  is  likewise  bending  his  Ener¬ 
gies  to  make  this  a  great  Conference.  A  boys’  Confer¬ 
ence  likely  will  comprise  one  of  the  sessions  of  the  Con¬ 
ference,  that  the  boys  may  be  seen  in  action  in  relation 
to  the  church  objective. 

District  superintendents  are  the  Revs.  J.  W.  Queen, 
Atlanta;  N.  J.  Crolley,  Gainesville;  D.  H.  Stanton,  Grif¬ 
fin;  and  R.  T.  Jackson,  Rome  Districts.  Other  officers 
are:  Treasurer,  Revs.  C.  W.  Adams;  secretary,  N.  A. 
Bridges;  statistician,  W.  B.  Wood;  board  of  stewards, 
H.  W.  B.  Wilson;  president  Ministers’  Relief,  M.  M. 
Alston;  president  of  board  of  examiners,  C.  L.  Johnson. 
Because  of  their  fine  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  area  pro¬ 
gram  inspired  by  their  chieftain,  the  resident  bishop  ex¬ 
pects  this  to  be  the  greatest  session  the  Conference  has 
ever  held. 


Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 

Forty- Sixth  Annual  Meeting,  Baltimore,  Maryland 

By  Mrs.  Mamie  P.  Thomas 


THE  forty-sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  was  held  in  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land,  October  12-19.  The  sessions  were  held  in  the 
beautiful  Mount  Vernon  Place  Church.  The  fird 
sesson,  Wednesday  afternoon,  October  12,  was  opened 
with  devotional  service,  led  by  Dr.  Oscar  T.  Olson, 
pastor  of  the  church. 

This  was  the  first  annual  meeting  presided  over  by 
the  new  president,  Mrs.  W.  H.  C.  Goode,  who  intro¬ 
duced  Mrs.  J.  Luther  Taylor,  the  recording  secretary, 
who  organized  the  convention  by  calling  the  roll  of 
Conferences  and  the  nominations  of  committees. 
Eleven  colored  Conferences  were  represented  by 
forty-four  delegates. 

Delegates  from  four  of  these  Conferences  were  named 
on  the  different  committees.  Mrs.  Florence  D.  Carroll, 


of  the  Washington  Conference,  was  elected  for  the 
third  time  as  one  of  the  assistant  secretaries;  Mrs. 
H.  D.  Hargis,  of  the  Delaware  Conference,  was  a  teller. 
Mrs.  Lizetta  Stoval,  Lexington  Conference,  was  a 
member  of  the  Findings  Committee,  and  Mrs.  Mamie 
P.  Thomas,  of  the  Washington  Conference,  was  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Courtesy  Resolutions. 

The  memorial  service  was  in  charge  of  Mrs.  W.  P. 
Thirkield,  and  was  followed  by  the  holy  communion, 
administered  by  the  pastor  of  the  church  and  three 
district  superintendents. 

At  the  evening  service,  the  Hon.  A.  C.  Ritchie, 
governor  of  Maryland,  brought  greetings  from  the 
State;  Mayor  Broening,  from  the  city  of  Baltimore; 
Mrs.  W.  F.  McDowell,  wife  of  the  bishop  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Area,  from  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society;  Mrs.  T.  J.  Copeland,  from  the  Woman’s 
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Missionary  Council  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South;  Mrs.  F.  C.  Reynolds,  from  the  entertaining 
Conference. 

The  last  number  on  the  program  was  the  president’s 
message.  Mrs.  Goode  read  her  address  clearly  and 
distinctly,  holding  the  interest  of  the  audience  to  the 
close. 

Thursday,  as  each  week-day  meeting,  opened  with 
“Morning  Watch,”  led  by  Mrs.  Peck,  with  inspiring 
messages.  The  day  was  given  to  sectional  conferences. 
In  the  evening  Dr.  Hugh  L.  Birkhead,  Emanuel 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  brought  a  strong  message 
to  the  American  woman.  Miss  Alma  Matthews,  who 
has  been  a  missionary  at  Ellis  Island  for  nearly  forty 
years,  spoke  of  conditions  at  Ellis  Island.  Miss 
Katherine  Maurer,  missionary  at  Angel  Island,  told 
of  the  immigrant  work  on  the  Western  coast. 

The  program  Friday  was  a  very  full  one.  “The 
Finance  Hour”  was  full  of  interest.  Mrs.  H.  S.  Earle, 
mite-box  secretary,  reported  eighty-five  Conferences 
and  $188,597.  The  West  Texas  Conference,  having 
the  largest  per  cent  gain,  was  awarded  the  flag. 

Thank-offering,  Permanent  Missionary  Funds, 
Permanent  Deaconess  Fund,  and  Supplies  all  reported 
an  increase  in  giving.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Freeman,  national 
treasurer,  reported  $3,232,549  received  from  all  sources; 
an  increase  in  cash  over  last  year  of  $359,000. 

The  four  general  oflficers  were  elected:  President, 
Mrs.  W.  H.  C.  Goode;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs. 
May  L.  Woodruff;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  Luther 
Taylor;  treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Freeman. 

In  the  afternoon  came  the  report  of  the  correspond¬ 
ing  secretary,  Mrs.  May  L.  Woodruff.  She  gave  as  the 
total  membership,  469,002;  an  increase  of  9,495. 
Orangeburg,  South  Carolina,  was  the  auxiliary  making 
the  largest  per  cent  net  gain  in  membership  this  year, 
and  Mrs.  L.  H.  McPherson,  the  auxiliary  visiting 
delegate,  was  entertained  by  the  convention.  This 
auxiliary  made  a  net  gain  of  1,126  per  cent. 

The  Jubilee  banquet  was  held  at  the  Lyric  Theatre, 
with  more  than  twelve  hundred  guests  served  without 
confusion,  and  followed  by  the  pageant,  “The  Spirit 
of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society,”  written 
by  Mrs.  Ruth  M.  Worrell,  with  two  parts,“Looking 
Backward”  and  “Thinking  Forward.”  Mrs.  Dan  B. 
Brummitt  was  the  commissioner  of  the  Jubilee. 

Saturday  morning  was  given  to  the  Department  of 
Publications,  Esther  halls,  friendship  homes,  hospitals; 
the  afternoon  to  an  automobile  ride  through  Baltimore, 
and  a  buffet  supper  by  the  Baltimore  Deaconess  Home. 
At  the  evening  service  Judge  Florence  Allen,  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Ohio,  gave  an  address,  and  the 
Morgan  College  quartet  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 


J.  B.  Silas,  Chippewa  Indians,  rendered  several  selec¬ 
tions  in  song.  Mrs.  J.  N.  Rodeheaver  presented  the 
topic,  “An  Adventure  in  Understanding.”  She  spoke 
on  the  subject  of  the  better  understanding  of  the  people 
of  other  nations.  She  then  introduced  Sandira 
Georgiva,  a  Bulgarian  student  at  Ohio  Wesleyan. 

The  Sabbath-morning  service  was  very  beautiful; 
Bishop  William  Fraser  McDowell  preached  the  sermon 
from  the  text,  “His  mother  saith  unto  the  servants, 
whatsoever  he  saith  unto  you,  do  it.”  The  evening 
sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Oscar  T.  Olson,  pastor 
of  Mount  Vernon  Place  Church'.  The  consecration 
of  five  deaconesses  was  a  part  of  the  afternoon  service. 
The  election  of  the  five  vice-presidents  and  sixteen 
trustees  occupied  the  attention  of  the  delegates  Mon¬ 
day  morning.  The  report  of  the  Junior  and  Young 
People’s  work  was  given  by  the  secretaries.  Addresses 
by  Dr.  Bovard,  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
and  Dr.  Will  W.  Alexander,  on  “Interracial  Co¬ 
operation,”  were  much  enjoyed  by  the  large  audience. 

On  Tuesday,  an  interesting  symposium  entitled 
“Whither”  was  presented  by  six  chairmen:  Member¬ 
ship,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Woodruff;  Jubilee,  Mrs.  D.  B.  Brum¬ 
mitt;  Temperance,  Mrs.  J.  C.  McDowell;  Correlation, 
Mrs.  D.  Stecker;  National  Policies,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Thir- 
kield. 

Coming  to  the  close  of  the  convention  Tuesday 
evening,  both  delegates  and  visitors  spoke  most  ap¬ 
preciative  words  of  the  courtesy  and  attention  given 
them  by  the  local  committee,  of  which  Mrs.  Frederick 
C.  Reynolds  was  general  chairman  and  our  own  Mrs. 
Florence  D.  Carroll  was  an  assistant.  The  evening 
devotions  were  in  charge  of  Dr.  Fast,  of  the  First 
Church,  Baltimore.  The  Findings  Committee  gave  a 
strong  report,  standing  for  the  World  Court,  world 
prohibition,  and  world  peace. 

A  group  of  colored  delegates  sang,  at  the  request  of 
the  president,  Mrs.  Goode,  two  spirituals,  Mrs. 
Sarah  J.  Mainor,  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  led  the  singing. 
Bishop  Richardson  gave  the  closing  address.  At  the 
call  of  the  president,  all  who  had  been  elected  to  office 
came  to  the  chancel  for  the  consecration  service. 
The  bishop  offered  a  prayer  of  consecration  and  pro¬ 
nounced  the  benediction. 

Wednesday  morning  a  score  of  busses  took  some 
seven  hundred  delegates  and  friends  to  Washington, 
where  they  were  cordially  received  by  President 
Coolidge  at  the  White  House.  The  women  visited  the 
grave  of  the  Unknown  Soldier  and  placed  on  it  a  wreath, 
also  placing  flowers  on  the  grave  of  Mrs.  D.  B.  Street, 
well  known  to  many  as  a  faithful  officer  of  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society.  Mrs.  William  Fraser 
McDowell  entertained  the  delegates  in  the  afternoon. 


A  Rich  Harvest  in  Books 


ONE  of  the  most  interesting  and  useful  publica¬ 
tions  of  The  Methodist  Book  Concern  is  the 
pamphlet  announcing  its  new  books  which  is  is¬ 
sued  in  the  spring  and  fall  every  year.  The  “Fall  An¬ 
nouncements  for  1928”  is  an  exhibit  upon  which  Meth¬ 
odism  may  take  just  pride,  for  it  contains  volumes  that 
are  conspicuous  in  scholarship,  in  literary  quality,  in 
craftsmanship,  and  in  intrinsic  value.  The  volumes  an¬ 
nounced  relate  to  various  areas  of  literary  interest,  biog¬ 


raphy,  philosophy,  theology,  juvenile,  missions,  religion, 
travel,  religous  education,  essays,  sermons,  lectures,  and 
so  on,  and  among  the  authors  are  names  that  are  well- 
known  in  the  Methodist  household  and  beyond. 

There  is,  for  instance,  a  new  book  by  Madeleine 
Sweeny  Miller,  bearing  the  title.  The  Merchant  of  the 
Muristan  and  Other  Palestine  Folks  ($3.60),  a  travel 
book  that  is  worthy  of  all  the  praise  it  is  receiving,  and 
it  is  attracting  most  favorable  attention  on  every  side. 
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Mrs.  Miller  s  book  is  a  product  of  her  recent  tour  of 
Palestine,  and  tells  us  of  **inany  types  of  people  with 
whom  Jesus  was  familiar,  composite  descendants  of  those 
who  made  up  his  out-of-doors  audience.”  As  a  piece  of 
workmanship  it  is  of  the  highest  merit. 

A  new  Boreham  book  is  in  the  fall  list.  It  is  called 
The  Nest  of  Spears  (^1.76),  one  of  the  finest  of  the  en¬ 
tire  Boreham  series,  revealing  this  noted  Australian  as  a 
man  of  all  peoples,  broad  in  his  human  sympathies,  clear 
in  his  human  understandings,  and  sound  in  his  human 
interpretations.  To  possess  this  Boreham  book  is  to  have 
a  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend  at  close  hand. 

In  view  of  the  wide  discussion  about  church  unity 
that  has  been  going  on  for  some  months,  and  the  recent 
Conference  on  Faith  and  Ordei*  at  Lausanne,  the  new  book 
by  Prof.  Doremus  A.  Hayes,  of  Garrett  Biblical  Institute, 
is  exceedingly  vital  and  timely.  It  is  called  The  Heights 
of  Christian  Unity  ($1.75),  and  involves  in  its  discus¬ 
sion  many  questions  that  are  fundamental  to  the  entire 
program  of  unity  at  home  and  abroad.  It  is  a  stimulat¬ 
ing  volume  and  fits  into  the  current  consideration  of  the 
general  subject  in  a  very  helpful  way. 

The  latest  volume  by  Dean  Albert  C.  Knudson,  of  Bos¬ 
ton  University  School  of  Theology,  The  Philosophy  of 
Personalism:  A  Study  in  the  Metaphysics  of  Religion 
($3.50),  is  making  a  very  deep  and  favorable  impression 
among  students  of  philosophy.  The  work  is  of  such  a 
high  type  that  Bishop  McConnell  does  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  “it  has  been  many  a  long  day  since  any  scholar 
of  our  church  has  done  a  more  thorough  piece  of  work, 
and  he  has  done  the  work  once  for  all.  It  will  never  have 
to  be  done  again.  It  is  a  masterpiece  of  its  kind.” 

There  is  a  group  of  books  in  the  list  falling  under  the 
caption  of  addresses,  lectures,  essays,  and  sermons  that 
are  of  real  merit  and  that  deserve  careful  reading  by 
ministers  and  laymen  alike.  The  list  includes :  Jesus  as 
a  Philosopher,  and  Other  Radio  Talks  ($1),  by  Prof.  Her¬ 
man  Harrell  Home,  of  New  York  University,  a  series  of 
radio  talks  given  from  the  university  that  elicited  a  very 
wide  and  approving  response;  Pharaoh's  Question  ($1), 
by  Prof.  Leon  C.  Prince,  of  Dickinson  College,  which 
brilliantly  discusses  a  scries  of  topics  in  which  the 
transcendent  values  of  spiritual  character  and  destiny 
are  visualized”;  What  Is  Left  of  the  Apostles  Creed? 
($1),  by  Dr.  Loren  M.  Edwards,  of  Trinity  Church,  Den¬ 
ver,  a  fresh  study  of  the  ci’eed  with  the  purpose  of  dis¬ 
covering  “what  is  the  residuum  of  value  in  them  for  our 
modem  day”;  To  Know  Him  ($1),  by  Dr.  Merton  S. 
Rice,  of  Metropolitan  Church,  Detroit,  lectures  delivered 
on  the  Simpson  Foundation  at  DePauw  University,  vital 
in  conception,  invigorating  in  thought,  searching  in  ap¬ 
peal,  and  loyal  to  the  spirit  and  mission  of  Jesus  Christ ; 
Rough-Hewed  anjd  Other  Sermons  ($1.50),  by  Dr.  Ray¬ 
mond  L.  Forman,  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  New  York  City, 
discourses  that  go  from  the  heart  and  mind  of 
the  preacher  direct  to  the  heart  and  mind  of  the  hearer 
because  they  possess  such  deep  and  sincere  human  in¬ 
terest;  God  Is  at  the  Organ  ($1.50),  by  Dr.  William  L. 
Stidger,  of  Linwood  Boulevard  Church,  Kansas  City — 
a  series  of  sermons  “preached  through  the  medium  of  the 
new  revelations  of  science  and  nature”;  The  Sermon  on 
the  Mount:  The  Charter  of  Christianity  ($1.75),  by  the 
Rev.  Geoffrey  Wardle  Stafford,  of  Court  Street  Church, 
Rockford,  HI. — a  scholarly  presentation  of  the  basic 
truths  of  the  Great  Semion,  disclosing  a  rare  insight  into 
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its  ethical  and  spiritual  meanings ;  The  Appeal  to  Reality 
($1),  by  the  Rev.  R.  Edis.  Fairbaim,  of  the  United  Church 
of  Canada  a  strong  and  scholarly  consideration  in  which 
emphasis  is  placed  upon  reality  in  a  way  that  is  at  once 
illuminating  and  convincing,  and  Adventures  in  the  Minds 
of  Men  ($1.50),  by  Dr.  Lynn  Harold  Hough,  of  Central 
Church,  Detroit,  in  which  the  reader  is  introduced  to  the 
companionship  of  books,  men,  and  ideas  that  will  be  a 
delight  and  a  help  to  the  preacher  and  a  joy  and  satis¬ 
faction  to  the  layman  who  is  wise  enough  to  secure  a  copy 
of  the  book  for  himself. 

Four  books  on  various  phases  of  the  foreign  missions 
enterprise  are  to  be  found  in  the  list.  They  are  Adven¬ 
tures  with  Christ  in  Latin-America  ($1),  by  Bishop 
George  A.  Miller,  which  brings  the  present  situation  in 
Latin- American  lands  into  view  and  subjects  them  to 
intelligent  consideration;  The  New  Soul  in  China  ($1), 
by  Bishop  George  R.  Grose,  of  Peking,  the  balanced 
statement  relative  to  the  tense  conditions,  political  and 
religious,  now  prevalent  in  China,  by  an  observer  who  is 
careful,  impartial,  and  competent  to  express  judgment 
upon  what  is  an  extremely  critical  combination  of  circum¬ 
stances  for  China  and  the  world ;  The  Story  of  Lizzie  L. 
Johnson  (75  cents),  by  Bishop  Francis  W.  Wame,  of 
India  an  appreciation  of  the  character  and  work  of  a 
radiant  personality  who,  for  over  twenty  years  a  shut-in, 
did  an  amazing  work  in  behalf  of  foreign  missions,  and 
whose  service  constitutes  “an  unparalleled  chapter  of 
Christian  history” ;  and  Christian  Conquests  in  the  Congo 
($1),  by  Dr.  John  M.  Springer,  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
*  century  a  center  of  the  highest  efficiency  in  our  mission¬ 
ary  service  in  Africa,  in  which  he  tells  of  the  remarkable 
development  and  triumphs  of  Christian  missions  in  the 
dark  continent  as  they  have  come  within  his  personal 
experience. 

Besides  all  these,  there  is  a  book  which  ought  to  be 
of  unusual  value  to  all  who  are  engaged  in  any  phase  of 
the  work  of  religious  education.  Purpose  in  Teaching  Re¬ 
ligion  ($1.75),  by  Prof.  George  Walter  Fiske,  of  Oberlin 
Graduate  School  of  Theology,  and  dealing  with  the 
primacy  of  purpose  in  religious  instruction  and  making 
a  searching  analysis  of  current  methods  in  this  field  in 
which  the  author  is  an  accepted  authority ;  Finding  My 
Place  ($1.50),  by  Mary  E.  Moxcey — a  guide  for  the  co¬ 
operative  thinking  of  young  women  who  desire  not  merely 
a  job,  but  a  share  in  the  creative  adventure  of  Christian 
world  building,  the  volume  being  one  of  the  Abingdon 
Religious  Education  Texts;  Worship  Training  for  Jun¬ 
iors  ($1),  by  Josephine  L.  Baldwin — a  textbook  in  which 
the  relation  of  worship  to  the  training  of  juniors  is  cov¬ 
ered  in  an  unusually  full  and  efficient  manner  by  one  who 
has  had  wide  experience  as  a  worker  among  juniors,  and 
a  capital  source  book  on  the  general  subject  of  children 
and  worship. 

In  this  fall  list  there  is  a  juvenile  volume  that  will  Win 
the  hearts  of  the  children  as  soon  as  they  see  it.  The 
book  bears  this  quaint  title.  Coat  Tales  from  the  Pockets 
of  the  Happy  Giant  ($1),  and  is  by  Ethel  and  Frank 
Owen.  The  children  may  know  about  giants,  but  they 
never  met  one  who  carried  most  wonderful  stories  in  his 
pockets  and  took  them  out  piece  by  piece.  His  pockets 
were  big.  They  had  to  be  to  hold  so  many  tales  as  the 
children  saw  coming  out  of  them,  one  after  another. 
Won’t  the  youngsters  be  happy  when  they  make  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  the  Happy  Giant ! 
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The  Foreign  Board  Meets 

(Continued  from  page  960) 

Ree&ipti  from  Other  Source! 

Annuity  Fund,  designated . $  8,409  87 

From  legacies,  undesigrn*^ted .  248,884  86 

From  legacies,  designated .  44,665  73 

Interest,  Permanent  Fund,  undesignated,  11,989  62 

Interest,  Permanent  Fund,  designated . .  60,608  79 

Miscellaneous,  undesigned .  6,888  49 

Miscellaneous,  designated  .  46,942  21 

Total  receipts  from  other  sources .  416,689  67 


Total  appropriable  receipts . $2,870,046  01 

Total  appropriable  receipts  1926.  .$2,817,976  46 
Increase  for  this  year  (exclusive  of 
conditional  appropriations  and 
debt)  .  82,070  65 


Disburse  MEKTS 

Board  obligations  . . $  383,996  38 

General  expense  .  239,041  41 

Indirect  appropriations  .  166,686  46 

Direct  appropriations  . 2,098,866  00 

Non-recurring  items.  Field  Projects  Fund .  74,860  00 

Non-recurring  items.  Designated  Gift  Adjustment  Fund,  60,000  00 

Total  disbursements  under  the  appropriation.  .$3,012,439  24 


Recapituijition 


Total  disbursements  under  the  appropriation . $3,012,439  24 

Total  appropriable  receipts .  2,870,046  01 

Excess  of  expenditures . . $  142,393  23 


II.  SUMMARY  OF  RECEIPTS  FOR  CONDITIONAL  APPRO- 
TIONS  AND  THE  DEBT 

Receipts 

Conditional  Appropriations 

Non-recurring  . $  267,964  06 

Recurring  .  177,678  72 

Total  conditional  appropriations . $  436,642  78 

Receipt!  for  the  Debt 

Preferential  . 8  600,000  00 

Contributions  .  2,086  66 

Total  receipts  for  the  debt .  602,036  66 


of  West  Africa.  For  that  project  an  effort  is  being 
sponsored  to  raise  $16,000  in  Liberia,  of  which  amount 
$8,000  is  in  hand.  The  board  is  providing  another 
$16,000.  The  Covington  Area,  Bishop  Clair,  resident 
bishop,  is  assuming  $6,000  on  the  project,  which  is  a  fit¬ 
ting  act  of  co-operation,  inasumch  as  the  Liberia  Con¬ 
ference  is  part  of  the  Covington  Area.  From  the  Roberts 
Fund  of  $10,000,  a  lot  adjoining  the  college  is  to  be  pur¬ 
chased,  on  which  will  be  erected  the  Roberts’  Practice 
School.  Industrial  expansion,  chiefly  the  growing  of 
rubber,  offers  an  added  challenge  to  missionary  endeavor. 
Already  30,000  acres  are  under  cultivation,  employing 
some  20,000  men,  all  but  300  of  these  being  natives.  Im¬ 
pulse  to  this  new  development  and  prospect  for  Africa 
was  given  by  the  Le  Zoute  Conference,  held  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  this  year.  Practically  a  continuation  of  that 
Conference  is  another  one  proposed  for  West  Africa.  It 
is  expected  that  this  Conference  be  held  in  connection  with 
the  Jubilee  Conference  of  the  co-operating  boards  in  the 
Belgian  Congo,  which  is  scheduled  for  September,  1928. 

Many  of  the  churches  of  America  have  concentrated 
their  missionary  work  in  Africa  on  the  West  Coast,  and 
it  is  expected  that  this  Conference  will  be  of  particular 
value  to  those  boards  and  to  the  study  of  condition  in 
Liberian,  French,  Belgian,  and  Portuguese  territory,  sup¬ 
plementing  most  admirably  the  Conference  in  Belgium, 
which  dealt  very  largely  with  problems  in  South  Africa 
and  elsewhere  in  British  territory. 

The  number  of  delegates,  outside  of  the  Congo,  from 
missions  along  the  West  Coast  and  from  the  home  coun¬ 
tries,  will,  of  necessity,  be  limited  to  about  fifty.  Officials 
in  Belgium,  including  former  Governor-General  Lippens, 
of  the  Congo,  who  is  in  charge  of  all  transportation  fa-  \ 
cilities,  have  expressed  their  great  interest  in  this  pro¬ 
posal,  and  are  offering  to  the  Conference  every  accom¬ 
modation  on  steamers  from  Antwerp  to  the  Congo,  on 
the  railway  line  from  Matadi  to  Kinshasha,  where  the 
Conference  will  be  held,  and  the  steamers  on  the  upper 


Total  . $1,037,679  44 

Disbursements 
Conditional  Appropriations 

Non-recurring  items  . $  267,964  06 

Recurring  items  .  177,678  72 

Total  disbursements  conditional  appropriations, $  436,642  78 

Debt 

Applied  on  the  debt .  602,086  66 

Total  . $1,037,§79  44 

For  China,  Japan,  and  Korea,  the  appropriation  for 
1928  is  $673,986;  for  India,  $676,300;  for  southeastern 
Asia,  including  Philippine  Islands,  $111,606;  for  Central 
and  South  Africa,  $166,020;  for  Mexico,  Central,  and 
South  America,  $268,836 ;  for  Europe  and  North  Africa, 
$301,121.  Such  appropriations  are  possible  because  of 
a  slightly  larger  income  than  for  last  year,  and  the  deficit 
is  fiiaterially  less  than  last  year. 

A  more  satisfactory  reaction  is  being  made  to  the 
challenge  of  Africa’s  needs.  A  slightly  larger  appro¬ 
priation  is  made  this  year  for  both  missionary  support 
and  work  operations.  Most  gratifying  is  the  gift  by 
an  anonymous  donor  of  $200,000  to  develop  the  Congo 
Institute  at  Kinda,  in  the  Belgian  Congo,  for  training 
preachers  and  teachers,  and  for  maintaining  two  church 
centers  in  the  mineral  districts. 

Reference  was  made  some  time  ago  in  our  columns 
to  the  ground-breaking  exercises  for  the  new  College 


river. 

The  project  has  now  been  referred  to  the  mission 
boards' by  the  Committee  of  Reference  and  Counsel.  The 
corresponding  secretaries  recommend  that  our  board  take 
appropriate  action  recognizing  this  noteworthy  develop¬ 
ment,  and  refer  to  the  executive  committee  any  necessary 
details  of  arrangement  for  co-operation. 

Sundry  aspects  of  the  world-wide  field  alike  were  em¬ 
phasized  by  such  notable  leaders  as  these: 

International  Missionary  Council,  the  Rev.  William  Paton,  D.D., 
London,  England,  and  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Warnshuis,  D.D.,  secretaries. 

Foreign  Missions  Conference  of  North  America:  Committee  of 
Reference  and  Counsel,  the  Revs.  Milton  Stauffer,  D.D.,  and  L.  B. 


Moss,  secretaries.  •  n  o 

Committee  on  Co-operation  in  Latin- America,  the  Rev.  S.  O. 
Inman,  D.D.,  executive  secretary. 

Joint  Commission  on  Religious  Education,  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Barclay, 


D.D.,  secretary.  „  ^  x.  , 

MiRRionarv  Education  Movement.  Mr.  F.  D.  Cogswell,  educational 


secretary. 

World  Service  Commission,  the  Rev.  R.  J.  Wade,  D.D.,  executive 


secretary;  the  Rev.  O.  W.  Auman,  D.D.,  treasurer. 

International  Aspects  for  Interracial  Co-operation,  the  Rev.  W. 
W.  Alexander,  D.D.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


In  the  findings,  purview,  and  recommendations  of  the 
board,  there  is  the  most  insistent  challenge  to  Methodist 
loyalty  on  part  of  all  our  laymen  and  pastors  that  the 
ideals  of  our  enterprise,  the  agencies  we  are  fostering,  and 
the  results  for  which  all  Christendom  longs  and  prays 
shall  be  sustained  in  their  fullness  and  strength,  fulfill¬ 
ing  the  great  commission,  “Go  ye  and  make  disciples  of 
all  nations.” 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

Intuutationai.  Sbuei 

Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


By 


THE  EARLY  PROPHETS  OF  ISRAEL:  REVIEW 

FOURTH  QUARTER.  LESSON  XII.  DECEMBER  18 


During  the  quarter  we  have  studied  two 
kinds  of  prophets — the  non-literary  (generally 
known  as  pre-literary),  and  the  literary. 
Non-literary  prophecy  did  not  cease  when 
literary  prophecy  began;  and  for  that  reason 
we  prefer  not  to  call  it  “pre-literary.”  Our 


prophets  of  Baal  and  won  out  in  a  public 
demonstration  before  thousands  of  specta¬ 
tors. 

Lesson  two  told  us  how  God  spake  to 
Elijah  at  Mt.  Horeb.  The  voice  of  quietness 
meant  more  than  earthquakes,  storms,  or 
winds.  God  is  the  voice  to  His  own. 

lesson  three  expresses  political  corruption, 
and  showed  how  helpless  kings  are  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  Most  High.  It  is  never  safe  to 
follow  evil  advice,  or  to  go  against  God  and 
His  truth. 

Lesson  four  told  us  how  God  calls  His  own 
workers,  as  in  the  cases  of  Elisha,  Amos,  and 
Isaiah.  We  learned  that  the  most  definite 


social  reformers ;  but  not  merely  that.  It  was 
no  mere  humanitarian  feelings  and  sympathy 
for  the  oppressed  that  implied  them  forth 

the  mtesion' fleid,"  or“kindre°d  se^ce 
dwth,  heaven  or  hell,  glory  or  shame  with  is  a  sense  of  need  to  which  we  are  to  respond’ 

only  knowledge  of  the  first  kiny’of’ prophets  hop™’ of^*^Jational°3vatlon  °from"the*’*world  a  strong  denunciation  of 

comes  from  the  historical  books  ofVoid  doSm  which  of  every  d 

Testament;  and  practically  all  of  our  knowl-  and  the  onlv  *  world,  and  national  righteousness,  particular^  in  be- 

.ag.  of  Ih.  typo  com."  “oL  W 

ings  which  they  have  left  US.  We  do  not  know  are  concerned  thev  ^  .;^S8on  six  urges  the  peo^e  to  seek  the  Lord 


because  of  the  nature  of  their  work 
The  non-literary  prophets  confined  their 
work  principally  to  declaring  God’s  will  to  an 
enquirer,  or  to  reproving  kings  for  their  na¬ 
tional  policy  and  conduct — they  represented 
the  cause  of  God  and  of  the  people  in  general 
against  the  kings — they  were  pTophysiers, 
But  the  literary  prophets  strove  against  all 
the  evils  of  society,  and  were  champions  of 
the  cause  of  God  and  the  oppressed  against 
the  kings  and  their  henchmen,  the  professional 
or  false  prophets,  priests,  and  the  oppressive 
aristocracy— they  were  preachers  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  term.  And  yet  the  other  tvoe 


dred  and  t^venty-five  years.  But  the  day  of 
doom  announced  by  the  prophets  also  came  to 
her. 


SAMUEL  HUSTON  COLLEGE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lesson  fob  Sunday,  December  18,  1927 
‘Ood . . .  spake  in  time  past  unto  the  fathers 
by  the  prophets” 

(By  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 


toward  all  who  with  true  repentance  turn  and 
seek  Him.  God’s  love  follows  even  the  na¬ 
tions  which  have  forgotten  Him. 

Lesson  eight  is  a  strong  rebuke  for  the  sins 
^  Israel  and  J udah,  especial^  the  sin  of 
idolatry,  which  had  become  so  common,  and 
an  effort  to  enforce  vital  fellowship  with  God 
by  practicing  justice  and  mercy. 

Lesson  nine  teaches  the  difference  between 
true  worship  and  worship  of  idols,  and  what 
it  means  to  actually  ascend  into  the  hills  of 
the  Lord  and  stand  in  His  holy  place. 

Lesson  ten  shows  what  pure  religion  is  as 
distinct  from  every  false  way;  the  difference 
between  the  cultivated  fruit  of  the  Kingdom 


The  lessons  of  this  Quarter  have  been  ar- 

M  1  a  a  -  ’’J  V"'  V  .  .  fcv.4  ssa  V Ol  CIIC  ^UILIVIILCU  milT  rtT  I 

of  prophets  may  have  done  some  of  this  kind  wnged  to  show  us  how  God  spake  through  and  the  wild  grapes  of  wickedness 

Lesson  eleven  is  a  warning  against  all  un¬ 
holy  alliances,  and  shows  how  God  delivers 


of  work,  while  the  historian  chose  to  confine  His  prophets  of  old,  and  to  show  us  the  b'e 
his  record  to  their  personal  relation  to  the  ginnings  of  missionary  endeavor  in  the  world, 
kings  and  their  policies.  What  he  tells  about  Lesson  one  gave  us  the  victory  of  Carmel, 
Isaiah  is  his  personal  relation  to  King  Heze-  when  Elijah  stood  alone  against  the  hundred 
kiah  at  a  crucial  moment  (2  Kings  19) ;  and 
what  another  tells  about  Jeremiah  is  that  he 
lamented  the  death  of  King  Josiah  (2  Chron. 

35.  25). 

We  studied  only  one  non-literary  prophet — 

Elijah,  and  four  literary  ones — Amos,  Hosea, 

Micah,  and  Isaiah.  Elijah,  Amos,  and  Hosea 
labored  in  the  northern  kingdom  of  Israel.  In 
fact,  Israel  was  the  home  of  prophecy  from 
the  beginning  of  Hebrew  prophecy  until  near 
the  time  of  the  destruction  of  that  nation. 

Then  the  southern  kingdom  of  Judah  became 
heir  to  the  spiritual  legacy  of  decadent  Is¬ 
rael,  and  thereafter  produced  all  of  the  He¬ 
brew  prophets.  Micah  and  Isaiah  preached 
in  Judah. 


the  people  who  put  their  trust  wholly  in  Him. 

GAMMON  SEMINARY. 


Literary  prophecy  began  at  a  time  when 
two  strong  empire.s— Egypt  to  the  south,  and 
Assyro-Babylonia  to  the  north — were  gam¬ 
bling  over  the  small  kingdoms  between  them, 
and  when  each  was  opposing  the  other  for 
world  domination.  This  was  the  political 
background  of  the  world-doom  preached  by 
these  prophets.  They  were  unshaken  and 
unshakeable  in  their  conviction  that  God  had 
a  hand  and  a  purpose  in  this  turmoil  of  the 
nations.  This  purpose  was  the  inauguration 
of  His  eternal  and  universal  kingdom  of  right¬ 
eousness  on  earth.  And  at  the  very  time 
when  Israel  and  Judah  were  threatened  with 
destruction,  these  prophets  were  courageous 
and  faithful  enough  to  believe  that  it  was 
God’s  plan  that  neither  Egypt  nor  Assyro- 
Babylonia,  but  His  united  people,  should  con¬ 
trol  the  world  of  the  future.  Accordingly 
Israel  and  Judah  would  escape  the  doom 
which  was  to  be  brought  upon  all  the  other 
nations  of  the  world,  and  become  the  nucleus 
of  that  world  kingdom  of  righteousness,  if 
they  should  be  righteous,  loyal  to  God,  and 
should  have  firm  faith  in  Him.  He  had  de¬ 
livered  them  from  Egypt  for  that  purpose. 
But  if  they  continue  in  unrighteousness,  they 
would  be  destroyed  with  the  other  unright¬ 
eous  nations.  After  being  purged  from 
sin  through  punishment,  they  would  be  resur¬ 
rected  to  a  new  national  life  and  become  the 
nucleus  of  the  universal  kingdom  of  righteous¬ 
ness.  This  was  a  wonderful  piece  of  phil¬ 
osophy  of  history.  So  they  tried  to  save  their 
people  by  trying  to  reform  them  before  the 
world  catastrophe  should  come.  They  were 


Mississippi  Conference,  W.  H.  M.  S. 

Statistical  Report 

The  following  is  a  statistical  report  of  the  Mississippi  Conference  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  Itinerary  by  Mrs.  Florence  E.  Gaither,  national  field  secretary. 

BROOKHAVEN  DISTRICT 

H  Pastor  Amount 

Brookhaven  . j.  W.  Moulton .  ®0  25 

Crystal  Springs  Ct . J.  H.  Easter . !  . .  gj 

. H.  E.  Morgan . 2  M 

Tylertown  . .  W.  Middleton .  2  10 

Columbus  . J.  B.  Brooks .  ’■  2  00 

L^mpton  . .  R.  Bentley . 1  M 

Hubb  . A.  M.  Quinn .  2  00 


Total 


GULFSIDE  DISTRICT 

District  Conference  . Gulfside  District 

.Moss  Point . S.  G.  Roberts.... 


$18  60 


$1  80 
8  00 


Total 


$4  80 


HATTIESBURG  DISTRICT 

Stateline  and  Pleasant  Ridge . S.  Harris  aa 

Waynesboro  .  . T.  A.  Carter .’ .’ .’ .’ .’ .’  .  4  05 

Shubuta . W.  R.  Walker .  .  n  M 

shubuta  Ct . G.  w.  Johnson . .  5  M 

^*.soto . Robt.  Hou*e . ;;;;;  3^ 

Quitman . R.  L.  Tate . 

Enterprise  Ct. . W.  L.  Mills . ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 5  85 

West  Enterprise  . C.  N.  Webb .  1  lo 

Heidelberg  . A.  B.  Britton .  . 

Paulding  ..  . w.  H.  Nicholson .  . 

Laurel,  St.  Paul  . G.  W.  Smith .  o  00 

Laurel,  Mallalieu  . P. .A.  Taylor. . .  I 

LfureJ,  Wesley  . '. . E.  P.  Chapman . .  1  M 

. G.  W.  Hawkins .  *00 

Hattiesburg,  St.  Paul . j.  D.  Wheaton .  *  « 

Hattiesburg,  Bentley  . O.  H.  HiU. .  ?  S 

Hattiesburg  Mission  . A.  B.  Triplett .  .  100 

Sumrall  . N.  E.  Goodloe . 1  ^ 


55 
1  25 


Total 


$51  88 
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JACKSON  DISTRICT 


Charge 

Pastor 

. G.  A.  Adams . 

Amount 

.  $2  00 

. P.  W.  Baldwin . 

.  1  10 

. J.  A.  Patterson . 

.  3  10 

Pelah&tchie . 

. L.  W.  Price . 

.  1  36 

Brandon  . . 

. J.  W.  E.  Bowen . 

.  2  10 

. .  A.  B.  Keeling . 

. .  3  05 

Pratt  Memorial  . 

. R.  B.  Anderson . 

.  3  03 

Canton  . 

. L.  E.  Johnson . 

.  26 

Canton  Ct . 

. J.  E.  Thompson . 

.H.  Holston . 

.  2  60 

Benton,  Ml.  Pleasant . 

. .  H.  Holston . 

.  2  12 

Benton,  Wesley . 

. J.  W.  Isabelle . 

.  2  22 

1  azoo  L'lty  . . 

. Rev.  Berry . 

.  2  00 

.  $24  82 

.m-.  Paul.  Meridian  . 

MERIDIAN  DISTRICT 
. R.  N.  Jones . 

.  $3  00 

Oi.  X'aui,  iYicnuiaii  . . 

.  ..T.  W.  Williams . 

Haven,  Meridian  . 

.H.  K.  Roberts . 

.  1  25 

..A.  R.  Bohanon . 

.  25 

.1.  C.  Smoot . 

Circuit-Mar  ion . 

.  A.  Nelson . 

.  1  65 

. E.  H.  Williams . 

.  3  00 

. F.  L.  Williams . 

.  2  20 

S.  1.1.  Harrison . 

.  3  26 

Hickory  and  Newton . 

. J.  A.  Williams . 

.  2  03 

rniiaaeipnja . 

.  . .  F.  L.  Woods . 

.  60 

Garlandsville . 

.  T.  H.  Johnson . 

.  3  46 

.  .$20  59 

VICKSBURG  DISTRICT 
. E.  G.  Webb . 

. ; . .  .$2  00 

. W.  L.  Marshall . 

.  1  04 

. E.  W.  Rucker . 

.  2  00 

.  1  64 

Vicksburg  . 

. I.  R.  Klrsh . 

.  1  34 

. G.  O.  Ford . 

.  2  60 

Natchez . 

. P.  S.  Olive . 

.  2  65 

Meadville  . 

District  Conference . 

. Vicksburg  District  . 

.  3  00 

Total  . 

.  $16  07 

Total  Receipts  .  IS 

On  hand  . ^ . 

Returned  to  Conference  treasurer  .  »» 

Or oantzafton— Auxiliaries,  9;  Queen  Esthers,  10;  Junior  Department,  16;  honorary 
members,  18;  Jewel  Life  members,  1;  Conference  members,  3;  subscriptions,  “Woman  s 
Home  Missions,”  14;  subscriptions,  “Junior  Home  Missions,”  4. — Respectfully  submitted, 
Mrs.  Florence  E.  Gaither. 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Lampkin,  Miss. — Lampkin  Circuit:  This 
circuit  is  taking  on  new  life.  In  a  recent 
drive  we  raised  $134.96.  The  Rev.  J .  S. 
Williams,  our  district  superintendent,  was 
with  us. — S.  Wright,  Pastor. 

Bnde,  Miss. — Sunday,  November  20,  was  a 
high  day  at  Thirkield  Chapel.  The  trustees 
held  a  rally  for  the  repair  of  the  church.  Re¬ 
ports  were  as  follows:  No.  1,  A.  McNeal, 
$35.60;  No.  2,  B.  Middleton,  $17.46;  No.  3, 
J.  R.  Haynes,  $13.60;  No.  4,  Artee  McGee, 
$8.69;  grand  total  for  the  day,  $76.14.— Mrs. 
J.  W.  James,  Reporter. 

Yazoo  City,  Miss.— The  stewards  of  the 
Yazoo  City  circuit  put  on  their  drive  in  Oc¬ 
tober  to  complete  payment  of  their  pastor’s 
salary,  the  Rev.  R.  Berry.  They  raised  as 
follows:  St.  James  Church,  $66.61;  Rocky 
Zion  Church,  $16.66;  Mt.  Olive  Church,  $65.69; 
Double  Spring,  $39.43;  total,  $177.29.  We  are 
few  in  number,  but  are  alive  and  on  our  way 
upward. — Susie  Jones,  Reporter. 

Lafayette,  La.— A.  splendid  Thanksgiving 
service  was  held  at  Mallalieu  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  Mrs.  M.  V.  Parks  rendered 
a  solo,  and  a  paper  was  read  by  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Brldgett.  A  short  talk  was  given  by  the 
Rev.  Butler,  and  a  soul-stirring  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  T.  J.  Bridgett, 


from  the  text  found  in  John  12.  32,  “I,  if  I  be 
lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  men 
unto  me.” — R.  S.  Parkes,  Reporter. 

Eutaw,  Ala. — The  day  after  Conference  ad¬ 
journed  at  Anniston,  Ala.,  the  writer  went 
to  our  new  charge  at  Eutaw  and  found  every¬ 
thing  in  good'  condition.  The  members  re¬ 
ceived  me  gladly  and  gave  me  $50  for  moving 
expenses.  Five  days  later  we  were  on  the 
grounds,  and  we  are  now  safe  at  home  in  a 
good  parsonage,  very  much  pleased  and  very 
comfortable.  Our  friends  may  address  us  at 
Box  331,  Eutaw,  Ala.— The  Rev.  F.  J.  Jacobs, 
Pastor. 

Monroe,  La. — The  first  Preachers’  Meeting 
of  the  Monroe  District  was  held  at  St.  James 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  November  9, 
with  the  Rev.  C.  Spears,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  in  the  chair.  All  elders  were  present 
except  one.  All  met  and  agreed  upon  the 
program  for  the  year  1928,  and  the  brethren 
seem  to  be  in  love  and  harmony,  and  mean 
to  put  the  program  over  as  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent  asked  them  to  do.  They  agreed 
to  pay  ten  per  cent  on  World  Service.  The 
Rev.  L.  H.  Smith  was  also  present. — S.  Rob¬ 
inson,  Reporter. 

Alexander  City,  Ala. — October  30  was  a 
high  day  with  us  at  Haven  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Our  new  pastor. 
Rev.  G.  W.  Brown,  preached  two  powerful 
sermons,  morning  and  night.  We  want  to 
thank  our  good  Bishop  Jones  for  sending  us 


this  strong  preacher.  On  the  first  Sunday  in 
November,  the  Rev.  Brown  was  at  his  best. 

On  the  second  Sunday  our  district  superin¬ 
tendent  was  with  us  at  night.  He  was  paid 
in  full.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  plans  are 
made  to  build  our  new  Sunday-school  build¬ 
ing.  Since  Conference  we  have  paid  the  pas¬ 
tor  $112.— Irene  Fuller,  Reporter. 

Los  Angeles,  Cali/.- Friday  evening,  No¬ 
vember  18,  marked  the  Rev.  Dr.  Shaw’s  tenth 
anniversary  at  Wesley  Church,  this  city.  A 
number  of  the  people  were  present  to  witness 
a  very  fine  reception  given  the  Rev.  Shaw 
in  the  social  hall  of  the  church.  For  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  church  receptions, 
the  entire  membership  was  involved.  This 
reception  was  given  by  each  board  and  its 
members,  to  welcome  Dr.  Shaw  for  his  tenth 
year.  There  were  several  speakers  for  this 
hour  of  joy,  and  good  music  followed.  The 
people  of  Wesley  are  well  pleased  with  Dr. 
Shaw’s  leadership.  He  conducted  a  series 
of  meetings  for  Thanksgiving  week.— W.  H. 
Stevens,  Reporter. 

Gulfport,  Miss. — Our  financial  campaign  of 
St.  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  cor¬ 
ner  21st  Street  and  31st  Avenue,  Gulfport, 
Miss.,  closed  Sunday,  November  13,  1927. 
The  captains  reported  as  follows:  Mr.  Nathan 
Monday,  $37.78;  Mrs.  Ella  Melanson,  $24.86; 
Mrs.  Victoria  Cornish,  $35;  Mrs.  B.  A.  Tay¬ 
lor,  .$23.10;  Mrs.  M.  O.  Wilson,  $27;  Mrs. 
Roxie  Sparrows,  $19.90;  Mrs.  M.  C.  Phillips, 
,$52.07;  Mrs.  Simms,  $13.25;  Mrs.  Zenoba 
Flemmings,  $51.16;  Mrs.  C.  E.  Pears,  $19.20. 
Mrs.  S.  M.  Houston  took  the  children  and 
raised  ,$24.65.  Mrs.  R.  L.  Holmes  volunteered 
to  raise  the  prize  money  and  reported  in  full 
.$7.60.  Total  amount  raised,  ,$335.46.  Mrs.  M. 
C.  Phillips  won  the  first  prize,  >$5  in  gold; 
Mrs.  Zenoba  Flemmings  the  second,  $2.60. — 
M.  P.  Johnson,  Pastor. 

Laytonsville,  Md. — The  Ladies’  Aid  met  at 
the  home  of  Sister  H.  Plummer,  and  a  suc¬ 
cessful  meeting  was  held.  A  delightful  menu 
was  served  to  about  thirty  persons.  Two 
new  members  joined  the  Aid.  On  October  6 
the  Aid  met  with  Sister  P.  Steward.  This 
meeting  was  also  a  success,  and  refreshments 
were  served  to  about  thirty-five.  Mrs.  Addie 
Christian  was  a  visitor  at  the  meeting.  On 
October  17,  at  Brooks  Grove,  a  play,  entitled 
“A  Million  Dollar  Wedding,”  was  given  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Mrs.  E.  Prather.  It  was 
a  beautiful  affair.  The  reception  was  given 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Prather,  and  the  .sum 
of  $70  was  collected.  The  quartet  from  Fall 
Church  rendered  selections.  Sunday,  October 
3,  was  Rally  Day  at  Brooks  Grove,  and  the 
amount  of  .$1,060  was  raised. — Susie  Prather, 
Reporter. 

Lebanon,  Tenn.— The  Lebanon  circuit  is 
progressing  nicely  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  S.  M.  Carmichael.  We  are  indeed 
proud  of  our  new  leader  and  are  willing  to 
follow  him.  November  13  was  a  high  day 
at  Bellwood.  After  Sunday  school  the  pas¬ 
tor  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  to  a  large 
congregation.  After  the  sermon,  Mr.  Elbert 
Seay  and  Miss  Ora  Bailey  came  to  the  altar 
and  were  joined  in  holy  wedlock.  The  pastor 
officiated.  Mr.  Seay  is  one  of  our  promising 
young  men,  and  we  wish  for  the  couple  long 
life  and  happiness.  Our  collection  for  pastor 
was  $11.62;  for  World  Service,  $3.28.  We  are 
expecting  great  things  this  Conference  year 
for  all  causes.  Our  pastor  says  we  must  take 
the  Southwestern  and  pay  our  World  Service 
if  we  would  be  loyal  members. — Mrs.  Thomie 
N.  Smith,  Reporter. 

Marion,  Ala. — The  Rev.  I.  B.  Points  is 
doing  nicely  at  his  new  charge,  Zion  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  gaining  friends 
rapidly,  and  we  as  members  hope  to  put  over 
a  grand  program  this  year  under  his  leader¬ 
ship.  The  Rev.  Points  succeeded  the  Rev.  G. 
W.  Brown.  The  Rev.  Points  spent  an  hour 
each  the  past  two  Sunday  evenings  in  giving 
stcreopticon  lectures.  We  are  praying  for  the 
success  of  our  pastor  and  church.  On  Wednes¬ 
day  night,  November  2,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Sham- 
berger  entertained  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Brown  at  her  beautiful  residence  on  School 
Street.  About  twelve  in  number  enjoyed  her 
hospitality.  Mrs.  C.  S.  Davis  played  the  part¬ 
ing  hymn,  “God  be  with  you  till  we  meet 
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again.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Brown  left  the 
next  day  for  their  new  appointment,  Alexan¬ 
der  City,  Ala.— Miss  V.  B.  Young,  Reporter. 

Vicksburg,  The  official  board  of 

Wesley  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
put  on  an  “every-member  touch  campaign,” 
a  thirty  day  s  drive,  the  purpose  of  which 
was  to  spiritually  quicken  the  church  and  to 
pay  off  the  indebtedness.  The  organ  debt, 
with  many  other  small  debts  of  long  stand- 
‘  mg,  were  all  paid.  Prof.  R.  H.  McAllister, 
a  member  of  the  official  board,  with  many 
other  members  of  the  board,  was  very  active 
m  the  drive,  and  so  many  members  and 
friends  of  the  church  took  an  active  part. 

1?  divided  into  twelve  groups, 

called  ‘Disciples,”  as  follows:  Sisters  L.  A. 

Hemphill,  ,$33.41;  G. 
H.  Kibbler,  $48.26;  C.  A.  Kibbler,  1^1.25;  K. 
J.  Jones,  $27.21;  Lillian  Johnson,  $13.97;  P 

D.  McAlister,  $40;  J.  McCarthy,  $8;  M.  A. 
Newton,  $9.60;  Ida  B.  Smith,  $30.16;  F.  G. 

tosTAl’  J®.**’*'''  sources,  $26.76;  total, 
!W<>4.77.  The  drive  closed  November  13.  The 

o  of  debt— The  Rev.  J. 

C.  Kibbler,  Pastor;  W.  B.  Barnes,  Reporter. 

Williamson,  Oa. — We  are  proud  to  say  that 
harmony  prevails  in  old  Free  Liberty.  We 
have  just  put  over  a  great  program,  and 
the  Sunday  school  and  all  auxiliaries  are 
alive.  A  very  successful  drive  has  just  closed, 
and  .some  very  tangible  work  has  been  ac- 
complishcd.  Each  person  worked  faithfully 
with  the  assistance  of  the  worthy  and  ener- 
^etic  pastor,  whom  we  all  love  and  are  trv- 
leadership.  The  church  was 
divided  into  clubs,  as  follows:  No.  1,  Sisters 
R.  ^e,  .$2.1.40;  No.  2,  B.  Brown,  .^.35; 
No.  .3  Bro.  R.  Read,  $30.74;  No.  4,  Mildred 
Murphy,  50  cents;  No.  6,  O.  F.  Floyd,  $12.39; 

Anderson,  $11.74;  No.  7, 
Mattie  Adams,  .$4.25;  No.  8,  Fannie  Peevy, 
^.50.  A  prize  of  $2.50  was  awarded  to 
the  one  reporting  the  largest  amount.  Total 
raised,  $100.  We  are  praying  that  God  will 
bless  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Jones,  and 
all  loyal  members  and  friends.  Many  thanks 
to  the  Rev.  M.  T.  J.  Howard,  D.D.,  who 
delivered  our  anniversary  sermon  on  Sun¬ 
day,  O^ober  23.  Come  again.  Doctor. — 
Mrs.  L.  Dickinson,  Reporter. 
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wish  to  express  their  thanks  and  gratitude  for 
the  kind  entertainment  by  the  members  and 
friends,  and  ask  God’s  blessing  upon  them. 
Me  wish  also  to  thank  Mrs.  Mary  Ward  for 
the  splendid  concert  given  to  aid  us  in  our 
missionary  report.  The  chairmen  of  this  com¬ 
mittee  were:  Mrs.  Norvell,  Mrs.  Poster,  Mrs. 
Hawkins,  Mrs.  Jordan,  Mrs.  Baylis,  Mrs.  Pat¬ 
terson,  and  Mrs.  Pierce.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Kants  thank  them  cordially. — Mrs.  I.  R. 
Kants,  Reporter. 

Pontotoc,  Miss. — Sunday,  October  30,  was  a 
high  day  at  McDonald  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  This  was  the  day  set  apart  for  a 
rally  for  the  liquidation  of  the  church  debt, 
also  ^r  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  said 
church.  Sunday  school  was  carried  out  in  its 
proper  order.  At  eleven  o’clock  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  S.  J.  Mack,  preached  an  inspiring 
.sermM.  Ke  selected  for  his  text  Exodus  14. 
15.  Dean  Ernest  S.  King  and  Professor  C. 
H.  PiersoO’  of  Rust  College,  were  introduced 
and  made  interesting  remarks.  The  benedic¬ 
tion  was  said  by  the  Rev.  A.  M.  White,  and 
the  congregation  assembled  in  the  public 
sciiool  building,  where  the  sisters  of  the 
church  had  jirepared  dinner.  At  three  o’clock 
the  services  were  continued.  After  several 
selections  by  the  choir.  Dean  King  delivered 
a  noble  address.  Kis  subject  was:  “Know 
Ye  Not  That  Ye  Are  the  Temple  of  God?” 
Such  an  inspiring  address  it  was,  that  Dean 
King  will  live  long  in  the  hearts  of  the  friends 
of  Pontotoc.  The  impressive  ceremonies  of 
laying  the  cornerstone  of  the  new  church  were 
conducted  by  Dean  King.  We,  who  have  been 
struggling  so  hard,  are  now  rejoicing  over 
the  fact  that  our  church  is  clear  of  debt.  The 
collection  for  the  day  -was  $211.— .Mrs.  Lue- 
vader  Bradford,  Reporter. 


J/f(son  7’e««.— Alexander  Chapel:  Sunday, 
October  was  a  day  of  feasting,  both  spirit¬ 
ually  and  financially,  being  Trustee  Rally 
Day,  for  the  benefit  of  defraying  an  indebted¬ 
ness  on  our  Community  Center.  Our  new 
pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Butler,  was  with  us 
in  our  struggles.  Ke  preached  the  rally 
serinon  ;  subject,  “Times  Are  Not  What  They 
Used  to  Be.”  From  this  subject  all  were 
given  food  for  thought.  For  the  rally  each 
member  was  assessed  $1;  also  ten  captains 
were  appointed  to  solicit  aid  from  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  the  public.  Each  captain  occupied 
“'“1  number  on  a  beau- 
tiful  flag.  They  reported  as  follows:  No.  1. 

No.  2,  Mrs.  Mattie 
Robinson, 
Rlackwell,  $3;  No.  6, 
Miss  G.  Burchett,  no  report:  No.  6.  Mrs  M 
Cobb,  $11.20;  No.  7,  Miss  M.  Tucker,  .$10.01; 
No.  8,  Mrs.  L  Maddox,  ,$11.65;  No.  9,  Mrs. 

E.  Sanford,  $2.46;  No.  10,  Mrs.  M.  Middle- 
brooks,  60  cents.  The  Rev.  T.  B.  Blackman, 
iiur  ex-pastor,  preached  for  us  at  night  for 
the  benefit  of  the  rally  to  a  crowded  audi¬ 
ence.  Total  amount  collected  from  all 
sources  was  $102.60.— Samuel  G.  C  Cobb 
Reporter.  ’ 

— 1'he  members  of  St.  Paul 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  conducted  a 
wonderful  anniversary  for  the  pastor.  The 
church  was  beautifully  decorated  with  ferns 
and  a  splendid  program  was  rendered.  Prayer 
was  offered  by  Mr.  Baylis;  duet  by  the  Jor¬ 
dan  brothers;  reading.  Miss  J.  Esters;  solo, 
r principal  speaker,  the  Rev. 

J.  O.  Williams;  solo.  Miss  J.  Esters.  The 
out-of-town  guests  were  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Wil- 

MrT’ Mr.  Felton. 
Mrs.  McAlister,  of  Marshall.  Closing  re- 
marks  were  made  by  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Williams. 
Ihe  honor  seats  were  prepared  for  pastor 
and  wife.  After  a  delicious  menu  was  served, 
a  handsome  cash  purse  was  presented  the 
pastor  by  Mrs.  Norvell.  The  pastor  and  wife 


Abingdon,  Fn.- The  Charles  Wesley  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  was  a  beautiful  scene 
on  Thanksgiving  morning.  It  was  beauti¬ 
fully  decorated  with  evergreens  and  numer¬ 
ous  vegetations,  which  conveyed  a  full  mean¬ 
ing  of  Thanksgiving  festivity.  This  was  done 
by  Messrs.  John  Reed,  A.  C.  Williams,  and 
Mrs.  Kazel  Mo.ss  Thomas.  At  11  o’clock  the 
pastor  preached  a  beautiful  serinon  from 
the  text.  Exodus  20.  12:  “The  land  the  Lord 
thy  God  giveth  thee.”  After  this  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  were  given  to  the  congregation  for  their 
expressions  of  thanks.  A  nice  thank-offering 
was  also  taken.  The  Ladies’  Aid  had  pre¬ 
pared  a  very  appetizing  menu,  which  was 
served  in  the  Sunday-schol  room  after  the 
services  to  all  the  members  and  friends,  also 
a  number  of  the  sick  of  our  city  were  re¬ 
membered  and  dinner  .sent  to  them.  The  en¬ 
tire  afternoon  was  spent  in  gaiety  by  all. 
In  connection  with  dinner  being  served,  a 
bazaar  was  on  display  by  the  Aid  Societv, 
which  consisted  of  many  beautiful  handmade 
gifts,  that  were  very  suitable  for  the  house¬ 
keepers.  At  7.30  o’clock  supper  was  served 
by  the  ladies.  After  supper  the  day  was 
brought  to  a  close  by  the  society  selling  out 
most  everything  that  had  been  prepared  for 
the  day.  All  left  the  Sunday-school  room  in 
a  very  thankful  and  gay  attitude.— Reporter. 

Boleg.  OA/o.-Prewett  Chapel:  The  close 
of  Conference  year  was  very  successful,  and 
the  members  and  friends  were  grateful  for 
the  success  of  the  year’s  work.  Much  good 
was  accomplished,  spiritually  and  financially. 
Thirty  souls  have  been  added  to  the  church 
and  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Curtis,  put 
forth  every  effort  to  make  it  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  of  the  three  years  he  has  served  us. 
Kis  closing  sermon  was  preached  at  11  A  M 
Sunday,  October  2:3.  At  7..30  P.  M.  a  won¬ 
derful  program  was  rendered  to  a  crowded 
house.  The  following  members  paid  .$2  each: 

C.  L.  White,  W.  A.  Paston,  E.  E.  Ward,  L. 

R.  Kirksey,  O.  K.  Bradley,  A.  E.  Kogue; 
W.  A.  Kennedy,  $2.26;  $1  each:  C.  White,  C. 
o**^**^*!  Hogue,  J.  Jones,  L.  Washington, 

S.  Sanders,  M.  Scott,  K.  Welch.  E.  Bohannon, 

C.  Burrows,  M.  Scott,  E.  Paxton,  M.  Herron, 
W.  King,  J.  Ramsy,  I,.  Ramsy,  .M.  McRilev, 

L.  Hawkins,  W.  King.  M.  Dukes,  P.  Ander- 
^n,  E.  Anderson,  J.  White,  M.  Kennedy,  J. 
Reed;  junior  members  paid  twenty-five  cents 
each:  L.  Arlington,  B.  Williams,  P.  Kirksey, 

N.  Kirksey,  J.  Kirksey,  M.  Kirksey,  W.  Cur¬ 
tis.  E.  Cavil,  A.  Rice,  M.  Rice,  6.  Rice,  L. 
Douglas,  L.  Moon,  A.  Douglas,  A.  King;  ten 
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cents  each:  M.  Scott,  E.  Williams.  Total 
amount  paid  by  members,  ^2.86;  public  col- 
lection,  $12.90;  total  for  day,  $56.76.— Mrs. 
M.  J.  Kennedy,  Reporter. 

Clarksdale,  Miss. — Sunday,  September  26, 
was  a  big  day  at  Haven  Memorial  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the  Rev.  B.  F. 
Wool  folk  is  pastor.  The  new  church  cele- 
brated  its  first  anniversary.  The  Rev.  J.  W. 
•Winbush,  one  of  the  ex-pastors,  preached  an 
able  sermon  at  11  A.  M.  and  7.80  P.  M.  In 
the  afternoon,  at  3  o’clock,  a  splendid  pro¬ 
gram  was  rendered.  Mr.  G.  T.  Thomas  and 
Mr.  Tom  Cole,  Profs.  B.  F.  Stone  and  J.  H. 
Mosley  were  the  speakers.  Mrs.  H.  L  B 
Mosley  sang  two  beautiful  solos  which  rang 
in  the  ears  and  stirred  the  hearts  of  everyone 
present.  Collection  -  for  the  day  was  $367. 
This  is  the  second  church  built  on  this  lot! 
In  1906,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Bell,  now  deceased, 
built  a  small  frame  church  at  a  small  cost. 
Ihis  church  was  torn  down  and  a  new  struc¬ 
ture  erected  in  1923,  under  the  leadership  of 
the  late  Rev.  F.  H.  Henry,  who  labored  un¬ 
ceasingly  until  he  died.  On  February  4,  1925, 
Bishop  Jones,  our  resident  bishop,  preached 
to  a  large  congregation  at  11  A.  M.,  and  laid 
the  corner  stone  at  3  P.  M.  In  1926,  under 
Hie  leadership  of  the  present  pastor.  Rev.  B. 

F.  Woolfolk,  the  auditorium  was  completed 
—a  beautiful  two-story  structure.  The  base¬ 
ment  IS  composed  of  a  kitchen,  dining  and 
social  room,  and  the  auditorium  has  a  seatinie: 
capacity  of  about  500.  Entrance  Day  was 
September  24,  1926.  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones 
preached  tlie  entrance  sermon  to  a  large  con¬ 
gregation.  Raised  during  the  day,  $1,000. 
We  are  indeed  proud  of  our  pastor,  who  is 
laboring  hard  witli  us,  and  under  his  leader- 
church  work  is  progressing  splen¬ 
didly.  We  have  had  a  great  year,  and  hope 
to  do  greater  things  next  year. — Rosa  M. 
M9orc,  Reporter. 

Goodman,  Miss.— We  are  glad  to  say  that 
this  charge  is  alive  both  spiritually  and  finan¬ 
cially,  and  we  are  still  on  tfje  upward  march 
We  have  two  Sunday  schools  on  this  charge, 
and  they  are  doing  efficient  work  under  the 
leadership  of  J.  S.  Horton  and  S.  Moses,  who 
have  this  work  at  heart.  We  have  held  two 
revivals  this  year,  with  very  good  results. 
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The  revival  at  GeorgevUle  was  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  N.  B.  Brooks,  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  the  revival  at  Walton  Chapel  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  T.  B.  BaUey,  of  the  Prw- 
byterian  Church.  In  these  revivals,  twenty- 
seven  souls  were  happUy  converted  and 
brought  to  Christ.  We  have  held  four  Quar¬ 
terly  Conferences  on  the  Goodman  charge 
with  good  reporte,  showing  an  increase  along 
all  lines.  The  Rev.  C.  V.  Heffner,  district 
superintendent,  is  well  pleased  with  the  sue- 
cess  we  have  made.  A  financial  drive  was 
launched  on  October  1  at  both  churches  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  all  claims  of  the  local 
and  general  church.  The  two  churches  were 
divided  into  two  clubs,  each  of  which  re¬ 
ported  as  follows;  Georgeville— No.  1,  Sister 
C.  Crawford,  $107.20;  No.  2,  Sister  A. 
Vaughns,  $8B.60;  grand  total  paid  on  pas¬ 


tor’s  salary,  $192.80.  The  foUowing  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  reported  on  benevolence:  Sister 
C.  Harrington,  $13;  E.  Roberts,  13;  Bro.  J. 
C.  Horton,  $13;  public  collection,  $7 ;  paid  on 
benevolence,  $46;  paid  the  Rev.  Heffner,  $30 
in  the  closing  of  the  fourth  quarter,  making  a 
grand  total  for  Georgeville,  $268.80.  Walton 
Chapd— No.  1,  Sisters  J.  Harrington,  $139.60; 
No.  2,  B.  Jackson,  $127.42;  public  collection, 
$37.40.  For  benevolence:  Sisters  M.  John¬ 
son,  $13;  J.  H.  Wesley,  $13;  Bro.  S.  Moses, 
$13;  public  collection,  $8;  total  for  benero- 
lence,  $46;  paid  the  Rev.  W.  Heffner,  $M; 
paid  the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  H.  Wesley,  $50;  de¬ 
posited  in  bank  on  church  building,  $223.40; 
total  for  Walton,  $392.42;  grand  total  on  the 
charge  for  October,  $661.22.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  to  the  good  people  of  this 
charge.— Mrs.  J.  H.  Wesley,  Reporter. 


was  carried  out  in  a  spiritual  way.  The 
Quarterly  Conference  requested  the  return  of 
the  pastor  for  another  year— the  Rev.  Gea 
Hall,  who  is  working  hard  to  make  the  ^u^ 
what  it  ought  to  be.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Welch 
preached  as  never  before,  it  seems,  and  the 
people  rejoiced.  At  3.30  P.  M.  Dr.  Welch 
was  present  at  Free  Cann  and  preached  an¬ 
other  excellent  sermon.  May  the  spirit  of 
God  continue  to  guide  him.  We  pray  the 
richest  blessing  of  God  upon  him,  and  wish 


District  Activities 


Quarterly  Conferences 


ARCADIA,  FLA. 

Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
November  20  at  Pleasant  Hill  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  by  the  I 

Rev.  J.  S.  Todd.  He  was  paid  in  full,  $36.19.  F 
Reports  from  trustees,  stewards.  Woman’s  ^ 
Home  Missionary  Society,  Sunday  schwl,  and  " 
Epworth  League,  were  good.  We  hope  to  F 
have  the  Rev.  Todd  continue  on  the  district.  .J 
He  and  his  son  Charles  motored  over  the  i 
district,  and  we  were  very  proud  to  have  ^em  J 
with  us.  The  Sunday  school  raised  $9.80, 
and  the  Epworth  League,  $9.80.  We  are  * 
working  hard  to  raise  our  quota  for  World 
Service.  Mrs.  Essie  B.  Clemons  is  president 
of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society; 

N.  Clemons  is  the  district  steward;  and  the 
Rev.  E.  W.  Garrison  is  pastor. — A.  C.  Jones, 
Reporter. 

ARRENDO,  FLA. 

The  district  superintendent.  Rev.  Selmore, 
held  our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference,  and  he 
found  the  spiritual  tide  high.  We  are  indeed 
proud  of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Warner, 
and  gladly  follow  his  leadership.  Last  year 
all  of  our  claims  were  paid  on  Easter  Sun¬ 
day,  but  this  new  Conference  year  we  ho])c 
to  have  all  claims  paid  by  the  time  Rev.  War¬ 
ner  returns  from  Conference.  Lee  Tvey,  Re¬ 
porter. 

DETROIT,  MICH. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Bethel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Flint, 
Mich.,  was  held  Tuesday  evening,  No^mber 
16,  with  the  district  superintendent.  Dr.  R. 
T.  Gorham,  presiding.  All  officers  and  njp™' 
bers  were  present  with  splendid  reports.  This 
work  has  taken  on  new  life  and  vigor  under 
this  new  and  energetic  pastor,  the  Rev.  o. 
W.  Thomas,  who  was  formerly  our  pastor  of 
the  Clarksdale  circuit.  Upper  Mississippi 
Conference.  The  work  has  been  reorganised 
on  the  Disciplinary  basis.  In  three  weeks 
after  the  Rev.  Thomas’  arrival,  he  put  on  a 
,  financial  drive,  which  netted  $400,  which  was 
applied  to  the  debt  of  the  new  church,  which  is 
to  be  built  later.  Members  are  joining  almost 
every  Sunday.  In  seven  months’  time,  more 
S  tight,  p.r  cent  of  Ite  World  Service 
money  has  been  raised  and  sent  to  Dr.  U. 
W.  Auman.  We  are  planning  a  round  re¬ 
port  on  aU  claims  at  the  Annual  Conference. 
Dr.  Gorham  brought  us  a  very  inspiring  mes¬ 
sage  from  Romans  1. 14:  “I  am 
the  Greeks  and  to  the 
wise  and  to  the  unwise^’  ^ 

perintendent  in  fuU,  and  closed  a  delightful 
garter.— Jos.  McCleary,  Reporter. 

GULFPORT,  MISS. 

Turkey  Creek:  The  fourth  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Meth^ist 
Episcopal  Church,  with  the  superintendent. 
Rev.  B.  A.  Wilson,  pr«iding.  The  pastor 
was  p^d  $16.17;  the  Rev.  Wilson  was  paid 
in  full,  $18.50.  The  foUowing  classes  re¬ 
ported:  No.  1,  Pinky  White,  $3.76;  No.  2, 
Mary  White.  $2.86;  No.  8. 

$6-  No.  4,  Rachel  White,  $1.76;  public  col¬ 
lection,  $2.32;  total  raised,  $34.67.— Rev. 


Frank  Smith,  Pastor;  Hannah  Mae  Hines, 
Reporter. 

WALDO,  FLA. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
October  30,  in  the  Mt.  Carmel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  Dr.  F.  E.  Welch,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  called  the  Conference  to  ordeiN 
M.  L.  English,  secretary,  called  the  roll,  and 
all  officers  were  present  with  good  written  re¬ 
ports,  which  showed  the  charge  to  be  in  good 
.condition  and  in  advance  of  1926.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  made  some  timely  re¬ 
marks,  and  his  lecture  to  the  members  of  the 
Quarterly  Conference,  was  very  helpful  and 
uplifting.  The  business  of  the  Conference 


paid  in  full.— Mrs.  W.  E.  English,  Reporter. 

WATERTOWN,  TENN. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Cherry  Valley  charge  was  held  at  Richmond 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Novem¬ 
ber  19  and  20.  Our  district  superintendent, 
the  Rev.  J.  T.  Patillo,  presided.  The  weather 
was  very  unfavorable,  and  many  of  the 
bers  were  not  present.  However,^  the  1^*'“ 
blessed  those  present,  and  the  spirit  of  the 
Conference  was  good.  After  a  brief  devotion, 
conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  R.  M.  Robin¬ 
son,  and  remarks,  the  Rev.  Patillo  presented 
himself  to  the  people.  He  gave  very  helpful 
instructions  in  the  business  session.  On  Sun¬ 
day  the  superintendent  preaclied  an  able 
sermon  from  the  subject,  “Dry  Bones  In 
the  Valley.’’  The  service  was  well  attended. 
On  Monday  night  the  Rev.  Patillo  preached 
at  Dowell  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  superintendent  left  a  burning 
message  with  us.  The  charge  seems  to  have 
taken  on  new  life  under  the  leadership  of 
the  new  pastor.  Rev.  R.  M.  Robinson.  T. 
Alexander,  Reporter. 


Reports  of  District  Conferences 
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TUPELO  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 
The  second  semi-annual  session  of  the  Tu¬ 
pelo  District  Conference,  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society,  Sunday  School,  and 
men’s  Conventions  convened  in  Life  Boat 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Aberdeen,  Miss., 
November  8-13,  with  Dr.  B.  W.  Wynn,  district 
superintendent,  presiding.  The  Conference 
was  organized  as  follows:  N.  H.  Cooperwood, 
secretary  and  reporter;  Mrs.^  Daisy  Row^y, 
a.ssistant ;  !>.  F.  J  ones,  statistician ;  E.  A.  Ty¬ 
ler  and  E.  O.  Howell,  assistants;  J.  T.  Can¬ 
non,  appointed  to  represent  the  Southwest¬ 
ern  Christian  Advocate.  Various  committees 
were  appointed.  Dr,  Wynn  made  his  re- 
port,  which  was  commendable,  despite  the 
many  vicissitudes  under  which  he  had  to  labor 
during  the  year,  which  proved  him  to  be  an 
efficient  leader  and  equal  to  the  task. 

The  pastors  were  all  present  with  good  re¬ 
ports,  also  some  of  the  local  preachers  and 
other  officers  of  the  district.  The -Womans 
Home  Missionary  Society  was  presided  ^er 
by  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Crawford,  president.  Her 
annual  address  and  report  proved  her  an 
efficient  leader,  and  she  was  re-elected  presi¬ 
dent.  Bro.  Ed  Kinard,  president  of  the 
Sunday  School  Convention,  proved  a  success¬ 
ful  leader,  with  re-election  for  another  term. 
Prof.  L.  W.  Crawford,  president  of  the  Lay¬ 
men’s  Convention,  presided.  This  convention 
bids  fair  to  draw  the  laymen  in  closer  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  church  and  its  program.  Dele¬ 
gates  to  these  conventions  rendered  excellent 
papers  on  the  various  topics,  which  were  an 
inspiration  to  the  Conference. 

Introductions  during  the  Conference:  Dr. 
L.  M.  McCoy,  president  of  Rust  College; 
Prof.  R.  H.  McAllister,  business  manager  of 
the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate;  Mrs. 
Effie  T.  Battle,  acting  president  of  Okolona 
Industrial  College,  who  presented  her  pupils 
in  a  pleasing  recital ;  also  Prof.  Adolphus 
Bell,  of  the  Aberdeen  high  school;  Dr.  D. 
Green,  district  superintendent  Greenwood 
District;  the  Revs.  Wm.  Brownridge  and 
U.  S.  Murry;  Prof.  P.  W.  Tucker,  S.  W.  Wy- 
singer,  R.  L.  Williams,  Mrs.  G.  A.  McEwen, 
,  the  Revs.  J.  W.  Byrd  and  R.  B.  Adams. 
,  Some  were  “on  their  way  to  General  Con¬ 
ference,”  and  stopped  in  to  see  us.  The  fol- 
.  lowing  ministers  preached  during  the  session: 


W.  F.  Burton,  E.  A.  Tyler,  J.  W.  Byrd,  L. 
F.  Jones,  C.  H.  Maxwell,  J.  L.  Glenn,  and 
W.  H.  Golden.  There  was  raised  for  all 
purpo.ses  during  the  Conference,  $671.76,  and 
fortv-one  subscriptions  were  given  for  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  The 
Revs.  B.  J.  Marshall  and  V.  Harris  were 
recommended  to  the  Annual  Conference  for 
admission  on  trial.  The  Rev.  W.  B.  Rogers, 
his  people,  and  associated  churches  of  Aber¬ 
deen  and  adjacent  vicinity,  deserve  much 
praise  for  the  way  they  cared  for  the  Con¬ 
ference.  Thus  goes  into  history  an  epoch- 
making  session  of  the  Tupelo  District  Con¬ 
ference.  The  next  .session  goes  to  Pleasant 
Valley  circuit.— N.  H.  Cooperwood,  Repor- 


MERIDIAN  DISTRICT  CONVENTION 
The  harvest  convention  of  the  Meridian  Dis¬ 
trict  met  in  its  second  annual  session  at 
Union  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Lawrence,  Miss.,  with  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent  presiding.  The  following  officers  were 
elected:  Revs.  G.  W.  Williams,  secretary; 
J.  C.  Smoot,  treasurer;  A.  L.  Bohannon, 
statistician ;  and  A.  Nelson,  reporter. 

The  convention  was  largely  attended  by 
the  pastors  and  laymen  of  the  Meridian  Dis¬ 
trict  and  visitors  from  other  districts.  Many 
helpful  subjects  were  discussed  by  the  pas¬ 
tors,  laymen,  and  physicians.  The  followi^ 
ministers  preached  able  sermons:  A.  U. 
Wriirht,  A.  L.  Bohannon,  H.  J.  Riley,  E.  w. 
Rogers,  F.  L.  Woods,  G.  W.  Williams,  A. 
Nelson,  E.  S.  McLain,  and  J.  C.  Smoot.  The 
roll  call  for  Haven  Teachers’  College  was 
a  success;  $146  was  reported.  Prof.  W.  O. 
Houston,  principal  of  the  public  school  at 
Lawrence,  gave  a  nice  banquet  in  honor  ot 
the  delegates.  The  Rev.  T.  H.  Johnson  and 
the  good  people  of  Lawrence  spared  no  pains 
in  making  our  stay  a  pleasant  one. — A.  Nel¬ 
son,  Reporter. 

PULASKI  DISTRICT  MINISTERIAL 
AND  LAY  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial  and  Lay  Inter-Year  Conference 

was  held  in  Franklin  Street  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Wytheville,  Va.,  Monday  No¬ 
vember  11,  1927,  with  District  Superintendent 
Anderson  Davis,  D.D.,  in  the  chair.  Devo¬ 
tions  were  conducted  by  the  district  super- 
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Schedule 

Conference 
South  Florida 
Mississippi 
Florida 

Upper  Mississippi 
Washington 
Delaware 
Lexington 
Central  Missouri 


of  Annual  Conferences,  Spring,  1928 

Place 

Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

Jackson,  Miss. 

Gainesville,  Fla. 


Grenada,  Miss. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Chicago,  Ill. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Date 
January  19 
January  25 
January  26. 
February  1 
March  21 
March  28 
Aprii  11 
April  18 


Bishop 

Richardson 

Thirkield 

Richardson 

Mead 

Locke 

Jones 

Clair 

Ciair 


c 
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intendent.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev. 
Moses  Malone.  The  Rev.  F.  D.  Thomas  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  Conference.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  explained  the  purpose  of 
the  meeting,  then  he  spoke  on  the  diflSculties 
of  the  fieid.  After  his  address  we  could  see 
why  we  had  not  accomplished  what  we  had 
hoped  for  in  the  past.  The  Revs.  A.  H.  Car¬ 
negie  and  Moses  Malone  were  introduced  to 
the  Conference.  “Our  Passion  for  a  Lost 
World”  was  the  next  subject,  which  was 
beautifully  discussed  by  the  Revs.  A.  H.  Car¬ 
negie  and  J.  T.  Wilson.  “What  Is  the  First 
Requisite  to  Successful  Evangelism?”  was 
generally  discussed  by  the  Revs.  R.  M.  Green, 
U.  G.  Harrison,  Moses  Malone.  The  Rev. 
Walker,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  this  city,  was  introduced  and  spoke 
very  encouragingly. 

“What  Can  We  Do  to  Secure  Better  Teach¬ 
ers  for  Our  Church  Schools”  was  inspiringly 
discussed  by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Lester. 

Afternoon  session:  Devotions  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  district  superintendent,  which 
were  very  impressive;  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
A.  S.  Mitchell.  Prof.  A.  M.  Walker,  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Christiansburg  Normal  Indus¬ 
trial  Institute,  was  introduced.  “What  Can 
We  Do  to  Secure  Better  Teachers  for  Our 
Church  Schools”  was  continued  by  the  Rev. 
J.  V.  Bolden,  Mrs.  L'.  V.  Green,  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Edwards.  Much-needed  light  was  given  on 
the  subject  by  the  speakers.  “The  Place  of 
Prayer  in  Our  Church  Program”  .  was  dis¬ 
cussed  beautifully  by  the  Revs.  A.  S.  Mitchell 
and  H.  L.  Johnson.  “Our  Greatest  Needs 
from  the  Layman’s  Standpoint  of  View” 
was  intelligently  discussed  by  Messrs.  W.  E. 
Calender,  J.  R.  Carter,  and  Everett  Fields. 
These  brothers  had  the  key  to  this  subject 
in  their  possession  and  used  it  to  an  advan- 

ige.  “Our  Greatest  Needs  from  the  Min¬ 
isters’  Standpoint  of  View”  was  discussed  by 
the  Rev.  J.  E.  Harris.  He  certainly  handled 
tills  subject  with  eloquence.  Prof.  A.  M. 
Walker,  of  Christiansburg  Normal  Industrial 
Institute,  was  called  forward  to  address  the 
Conference,  which  he  did  very  enthusias¬ 
tically.  The  chairman  of  Committee  on  Find¬ 
ings  was  asked  to  make  their  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted. 

This  was  one  of  the  most  impressive  meet¬ 
ings  of  many  years  on  our  district,  and  all 
Is  attributed  to  the  leadership  of  our  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  a  man  of  great  vision, 
a  big  and  loving  heart  towards  his  brethren. 
We,  as  ministers,  feel  that  the  Pulaski  Dis¬ 
trict  is  in  safe  hands  with  Anderson  Davis, 
D.D.,  as  our  executive  leader. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  pastor,  members, 
and  friends  of  the  Franklin  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  for  the  hospitality  shown 
us.  The  program  agreed  upon  is  to  govern 
ail  the  pastoral  charges  in  the  district  for 
this  Conference  year.  The  Rev.  E.  H.  For¬ 
rest  offered  the  closing  prayer. — F.  D. 
Thomas,  Reporter. 

Indianapolis  District  Sug- 
gest-o-graphs 

The  church’s  chief  function  is  in  “teaching 
them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  com¬ 
mand.”  Religious  education  is  the  first  and 
most  important  duty  and  obligation  of  every 
church.  No  one  doubts  that  we  are  in  the 
grip  of  the  most  angular  transition  that  the 
human  race  has  ever  experienced.  Just  yes¬ 
terday  our  mothers  and  fathers,  whom  we 
^ave  with  us  still,  were  branded  with  the  in¬ 
signia  of  slavery.  We  have  seen  their  backs 
'that  had  been  laid  open  by  the  cat-o-nine- 
tails.  We  are  acquainted  with  their  poignant 
story  of  suffering.  Upon  this  background 
their  religious  experience  was  built.  But  upon 


this  sea  of  social  blackness  the  light  of  mod¬ 
ernity  has  shined.  It  is  a  long  jump  in  in¬ 
tellectual  latitude  from  the  Hottentot  to  the 
university  president.  It  is  no  little  distance 
in  religious  experience  from  the  child  of  ani¬ 
mistic  instinct  to  the  rich  and  virgin  field  of 
religious  education.  This  new  Negro  is  form¬ 
ing  a  new  psychology  of  religion.  What  shall 
it  be?  Shall  it  be  as  reactionary  as  the 
transition  from  Platonism  to  Pragmatism? 
Will  the  Negro  cut  loose  from  his  traditional 
moorings  and  lose  himself  upon  the  open  sea 
of  religious  adventure?  Or  shall  we  root  our¬ 
selves  in  the  soil  of  the  religiori  of  our  fathers 
and  bloom  out  with  fragrant  exuberance  in 
the  springtime  of  a  new  religious  experience? 
The  problem  of  guidance  in  this  matter  is  our 
paramount  challenge. 

Crescent  City  Note 

Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal  Church — On 
Thursday  night,  November  3,  1927,  a  recep¬ 
tion  was  given  by  the  members  of  Mt.  Zion 
in  honor  of  the  return  of  the  pastor  and  wife. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  F,  W.  Brown,  and  Bro.  S.  S. 
Obee,  the  delegate  to  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  Among  the  guests  were  Mrs.  H. 
Daniels  and  the  Rev.  Handy,  of  People’s 
Church.  After  a  short  musical  program,  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  various  auxiliaries  made 
short  but  interesting  talks  on  the  work  of  the 
past  year.  The  Rev.  Handy  spoke  of  some 
of  the  benefits  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mrs.  M.  Perry  presented  the  Rev. 
F.  W.  Brown  a  purse  of  $10  in  behalf  of  the 
Conference  sons  and  daughters.  The  Rev. 
Brown  in  well  chosen  words  expressed  his 
delight  to  be  with  us  another  year,  and  we, 
the  members  of  Mt.  Zion,  find  in  him  a 
true  Christian  gentleman,  and  we  are  very 
proud  to  have  him  return.  Refreshments 
were  served. — Reporter. 


Obituaries 

AMMONS — Another  hero  has  fallen  on  the 
Vaiden  circuit,  Mississippi  Conference,  in  the 
person  of  Brother  Eugene  Ammons,  a  faith¬ 
ful  and  loyal  member  of  Midway  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  who  departed  this  life  on 
November  10,  1927,  aged  fifty-nine  years.  He 
lived  a  faithful  Christian  life  for  more  than 
thirty  years.  He  served  as  steward,  trustee, 
and  class  leader,  and  will  be  greatly  missed 
by  the  church  and  the  community.  Bro.  Am¬ 
mons  was  ill  for  more  than  two  years,  but  he 
bore  his  illness  with  patience.  He  leaves  a 
wife  and  seven  children,  two  sisters,  three 
brothers,  and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn.  The 
floral  offerings  were  numerous  and  beautiful. 
Eulogies  were  offered  by  Prof.  W.  H.  Bailey, 
Mr.  P.  H.  Blackmon,  Mr.  J.  C.  Benjamin,  and 
the  pastor.  Rev.  E.  H.  Holmes.  On  account 
of  recent  lillness  from  which  he  is  just  re¬ 
covering,  the  Rev.  Holmes  could  not  preach, 
but  spoke  of  the  Christian  life  and  the  final 
reward  of  the  faithful. — Mrs.  N.  C.  Holmes. 
Reporter. 

BAKER — Brother  William  Baker,  a  faithful 
member  of  the  New  Hope  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Ruleville,  Miss.,  died  October 
31,  1927,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  He  lived 
a  consistent  Christian  life,  and  was  faithful 
to  his  church.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  pass¬ 
ing:  wife,  two  sons,  four  brothers,  and  a  host 
of  friends.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by 
his  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  I.,.  Hickman,  and  the 
Rev.  C.  W.  Butler,  district  superintendent. 
— J.  C.  Cochran,  Reporter. 

BROWN — Georgia  M.  Brown,  of  Jeanrette, 
La.,  was  accidentally  killed  on  November  4, 
1927,  when  she  fell  from  a  wagon  in  which 
she  was  riding,  and  was  crushed  under  the 


wheels,  Georgia  was  an  orphan,  her  father 
having  died  in  1923,  and  her  mother  in  1926, 
She  was  one  of  five  little  girls  who  were  taken 
care  of  by  their  grandmother,  Mrs.  Emma 
Graham.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the 
writer  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  H. 
L.  Clark. — Rev.  G.  J.  Rogers,  Retired. 

GOOD — Sister  Susan  Good  was  converted  and 
joined  the  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Pineville,  La.,  early  in  life.  She  was 
a  faithful  member,  always  glad  and  willing 
to  do  whatever  was  assigned  to  her  hand. 
The  funeral  services  were  held  at  Wesley 
Church,  Tuesday,  November  6.  Remarks 
were  made  by  the  following  laymen:  J.  H. 
Toliver,  Ed.  Williams,  Mrs.  P.  E.  Sollibelas, 
and  solos  by  Misses  Simons  and  Woods.  The 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev,  W.  L.  Dyas, 
which  was  very  touching.  The  choir,  led  by 
M  iss  Hazel  Woods,  furnished  appropriate 
music.  The  pastor,  Rev,  E.  S.  Johnson,  offi¬ 
ciated.  May  the  great  Father  of  love  and 
mercy  comfort  and  console  the  bereaved  fam¬ 
ily. — Mrs.  Georgia  A.  Amacker,  Reporter. 

RHYNE — On  November  1,  1927,  death 

claimed  Mrs.  Louisa  Rhyne,  mother  of  Mrs. 
Carrie  S.  Lang  and  mother-in-law  of  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Lang,  of  Franklin,  La.  She  lived  a 
true  Christian  life  for  more  than  forty-four 
years,  and  had  never  given  the  church  one 
moment’s  trouble.  She  died  strong  in  the 
faith.  She  leaves  to  mourn;  two  daughters, 
one  son,  two  sons-in-law,  and  many  relatives 
and  friends.  Her  funeral  was  conducted 
from  St.  Peter  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Donaldson ville,  where  she  gave  more  than 
forty-four  years  of  her  life,  conducted  by  her 
pastor,  the  Rev.  O.  C.  Daigle,  and  the  Rev. 
Arthur  Robinson,  her  former  pastor;  also 
the  Rev.  E.  J.  Ellis,  of  Mt.  Zion  Baptist 
Church,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Tabernacle,  No.  40. — Mrs.  Bertha 
Defease,  Reporter. 

TUNSTALL — Sister  Susie  Tunstall,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  departed  this  life 
August  15,  1927.  She  was  the  widow  of  the 
late  Robert  Tunstall,  who  preceded  her  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago.  She  was  very  faithful,  active, 
and  dutiful  member  of  her  church.  She  was 
in  poor  health  for  several  months,  but  in  spite 
of  her  illness,  her  room  was  always  sunshine 
and  smiles.  When  approached,  she  would  al¬ 
ways  express  her  confidence,  faith,  and  trust 
in  God.  She  was  rich  in  her  devotion  to  her 
high  ideals,  and  loyal  to  friends  and  family. 
She  will  be  missed  and  mourned,  for  few  like 
her  are  left,  and  the  mould  in  which  she  was 
cast  is  fast  becoming  old-fashioned.  The 
grave  never  covered  a  truer  woman. — G.  M. 
Chisholm,  Pastor. 

TURNER — Sister  Hannah  Turner,  wife  of 
E.  J.  Turner,  a  member  of  Asbury  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  de¬ 
parted  this  life,  October  26,  1927.  She  had 
been  a  faithful  member  of  the  church  for 
fifty  years.  She  never  shirked  from  duty, 
but  was  always  ready  to  serve.  She  suffered 
a  long  illness,  but  never  gave  up  her  place 
in  the  church,  and  attended  the  church  each 
Sunday  during  the  time  she  was  ill.  Asbury 
has  lost  a  faithful  member,  and  the  commu¬ 
nity  a  good  citizen.  She  leaves  a  husband, 
son,  and  brother  to  mourn  their  loss. — G.  M. 
Chisholm,  Pastor. 

Cards  of  Thanks 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  Pastor  Arthur 
Booker  and  St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  $11.46,  given  me  during  the  month 
of  November.  May  God’s  blessings  rest  upon 
them. — L.  H.  Smith,  Monroe,  La. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  Rev.  R.  R. 
Williams,  formerly  of  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.;  also 
the  Rev.  W.  M.  Jones,  of  Montgomery,  for 
their  kindness  during  the  illness  and  death  of 
my  husband.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Gainesville  and  Talladega,  Ala.,  for 
their  kindness. — Bernice  G.  Kirk. 

The  pastor  of  Simpson  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  Eola,  La.,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Alridge,  wish  to  thank  the  loyal  band 
of  members  and  friends,  led  by  Bro.  Martin 


976 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  December  8,  1927 


and  Sister  I.  Williams,  who  greatly  sur¬ 
prised  us  on  Wednesday  night,  November 
8,  with  seventy-five  pounds  of  choice  gro¬ 
ceries.  They  came  sinjging,  “When  the  Saints 
Go  Marching  In.” — Everlene  Alridge,  Re¬ 
porter. 

I  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  sisters  and  a  host  of  friends  of  St. 
Peter  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Donald- 
sonville.  La.,  led  by  Sister  Virginia  Brignac, 
for  the  very  agreeable  surprise  and  a  gift 
of  800  pounds,  on  Thursday,  November  8. 
By  this  token  of  love  and  appreciation  and 
the  fine  attendance  at  church  service,  we  pre¬ 
dict  a  great  year’s  work. — Rev.  O.  C.  Daigle, 
pastor. 


We  thank  the  members  of  Jordan  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  for  the  100  pounds  of  select  groceries 
and  a  small  cash  purse  brought  to  us  in  a 
surprise  pound  party,  the  evening  of  Novem¬ 
ber  8.  The  presentation  speech  was  made 
by  Mr.  William  Wilson,  who  fostered  the 
movement.  Pastor  and  wife  responded  in 
choice  words  and  invited  them  to  come  again. 
— Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Dickson. 


The  pastor.  Rev.  A.  T.  McCaskill,  and  fam¬ 
ily,  wish  to  thank  the  members  and  friends 
of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Deerfield,  Fla.,  for  the  many  pounds  of  choice 
groceries  laid  on  the.  parsonage  table,  No¬ 
vember  1,  also  a  cash  purse  of  $2  25.  The 
party  was  led  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Paris,  Mr.  T.  B. 
Boyd,  Mr.  W.  O.  Heath,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Artipee, 
and  many  others.  Come  again,  good  peo¬ 
ple.  God  will  continue  to  bless  you  as  long 
as  you  bless  others. 


We  wish  to  express  our  sincere  thanks  to 
the  pastor.  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Williams,  and  the 
members  of  Simpson  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  for  a  barrel  and  a 
box  of  clothing,  donated  by  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society,  and  a  check  for 
$30,  donated  by  the  church.  These  gifts 
brought  much  comfort  to  our  family,  which 
suffered  a  total  loss  of  house  and  furnish¬ 
ings  by  a  recent  fire.  May  the  choicest 
blessings  of  the  Lord  rest  upon  them. — Rev. 
and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Williams,  Meridian,  Miss. 


I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  members 
and  friends  for  the  gift  of  a  $50  suit  of 
clothes  given  me  for  the  Conference,  held  at 
Galveston,  Texas,  November  23.  Both  white 
and  colored  friends  donated  toward  this  suit. 
I  also  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  Haven 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  East 
Columbia,  Texas,  for  the  surprise  of  more 
than  fifty  pounds  of  groceries  and  a  cash 
purse  given  me  at  the  close  of  services  on 
November  6.  Presentation  was  made  by 
Sister  Pinkie  Smith,  the  widow  of  Rev.  H. 
R.  Smith.  Response  was  made  by  Brother 
Henry  Edwards,  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. — Rev.  R.  H.  Warren, 
Angleton,  Texas. 


I  desire  to  thank  the  members  and  friends 
of  Mason  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Berwick,  La.,  for  one  of  the  largest  pound 
parties  in  the  history  of  my  ministry.  More 
than  800  pounds  were  laid  on  the  table.  Sis¬ 
ter  Louisa  Davis,  the  leader  of  this  great 
affair,  broke  all  previous  records.  After  our 
Thanksgiving  services  at  the  church,  the 
guests  went  to  her  residence,  where  the  large 
crowd  was  fed.  We  wish  space  would  allow 
us  to  mention  those  who  assisted  and  served 
the  luncheon.  A  very  much  appreciated 
purse  was  also  presented  by  the  Live  Wire 
Club  of  Mason  Chapel  by  Mrs.  P.  Wiems. 
We  wish  also  to  mention  the  fine  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  dinner  given  us  by  members  and  friends 
of  Union  Cnapel,  Morgan  City.  This  move¬ 
ment  was  led  by  Miss  Arra  Mae,  a  young 
lady  of  high  standing  in  the  community.  We 
are  praying  God’s  blessings  upon  these  good 
people. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  A.  Walmsly  and 
FamUy. 
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Marriages 


ton,  Texas,  and  are  fine  workers.  We  wish 
for  them  long  life  and  happiness. — R.  H. 
Warren,  Pastor. 

LEE— HARNESS.  Mr.  Oliver  Charles  Lee, 
of  Atchison,  Kan.,  and  Miss  Della  May 
Harness,  of  Dunlap,  Kan.,  were  united  in 
holy  matrimony  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
Wednesday  afternoon,  October  16,  1927. 
Mrs.  Lee  is  one  of  the  most  cultured  and 
refined  young  ladies  of  her  community,  and 
is  esteemed  by  all.  Mr.  Lee  Is  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Atchison  County,  Kan.  The  Rev. 
G.  C.  Cooper  officiated.  We  wish  for  this 
couple  a  very  happy,  long,  and  prosperous 
life. — Rev.  R.  G.  Collins,  Pastor. 

MOTON — MARTIN.  Miss  Doretha  Martin, 
of  St.  Peter  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Jeanerette,  La.,  and  Mr.  Moses  Moton,  of 
Weeks  Island,  were  united  in  holy  wedlock 
at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  parents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Martin,  October  29,  1927. — M.  L. 
Dison,  Reporter. 

TADEMY— CRAWFORD.  At  the  home  of 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  F.  Dudley,  Prof.  Ed¬ 
ward  Tademy  and  Miss  R.  M.  Crawford  were 
happily  united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock,  Sun¬ 
day,  October  16,  1927.  Prof.  Tademy  is  the 
newly  elected  principal  of  Eureka  High 
School,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.  Mrs.  Tademy  is 
quite  accomplished,  and  is  one  among  the 
foremost  teachers  of  the  State.  She  has 
taught  language  in  Eureka  High  School  for 
a  number  of  years.  The  ceremony  was  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Rev.  D.  F.  Dudley. — Reporter. 

WALTERS— COLLINS.  The  Rev.  F.  E. 
Dawkins  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  wed¬ 
lock  Mrs.  Lena  D.  Collins  and  Mr.  Wilson  A. 
Walters,  Thursday,  August  18,  1927,  at 
Evergreen,  Ala.,  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s 
mother.  Mr.  Walters  is  a  graduate  of  State 
Normal  School,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  is  a 
member  of  Ripley  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mrs.  Collins-Walters  was  a  very 
efficient  and  popular  teacher  in  the  Decatur 
high  school.  She  was  the  superintendent  of 
Kingfs  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Decatur,  and  was  very  active  in  religious 
and  social  circles  of  that  town.  We  wish 
for  them  a  happy  and  pleasant  sail  over  life’s 
sea. — Reporter. 
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Woman’s  Column 


LANG — HOLMES,  Mr.  Johnson  Lang  and 
Miss  Mamie  Holmes  were  happily  united  in 
holy  wedlock  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s 
parents  on  November  6,  1927.  These  voung 
people  are  members  of  our  church  at  Angle- 


Alexandria,  La. — To  the  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict:  Dear  Sisters,  Brother  Pastors,  and  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent — We  are  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  another  year’s  work.  Please  let 
each  one  try  to  do  your  best  this  year  to 
send  in  all  dues  by  January  15.  On  account 
of  flood  conditions,  so  many  failed  to  report 
anything  this  year;  but  let  us  not  stop,  for 
we  are  still  pleading  for  the  co-operation 
of  all.  For  without  co-operation  we  cannot 
succeed.  Let  us  pray  that  success  will  be 
ours  on  the  district  this  year.  Pray  that 
each  one  will  do  his  or  her  bit.  Any  church 
needing  my  assistance  may  write  me  at  Mans¬ 
field,  La.,  Route  8,  Box  303.  I  will  do  my 
best  to  help  you.  Yours  in  the  work. — Lucy 
Davis,  President. 

Cooper,  W.  Va. — The  executive  officers  of 
the  Bluefield  District  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  met  in  a  joint  session  with 
the  Ministers’  Council  of  the  same  district 
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at  Bluefield,  Va.,  November  8,  Bethel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Dr.  W.  A.  C. 
Hughes,  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and 
Church  Extension,  addressed  both  bodies, 
which  was  very  inspiring.  At  noon  a  delight¬ 
ful  dinner  was  served  in  the  community.  At 
8  P.  M.  both  bodies  re-assembled.  Dr.  Hughes 
addressed  the  missionaries  on  the  flood  area 
of  the  South  and  their  needs.  The  executive 
officers  greatly  appreciated  this  lecture,  and 
assured  him  that  they  would  help  the  flood 
sufferers.  The  president  asked  that  our 
thankoffering  be  doubled,  a  portion  of  which 
is  for  flood  relief.  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  officers  then  retired  to  the 
parsonage  for  their  business  meeting.  Mrs. 
Mamie  Pearls,  district  president,  presided 
in  her  usual  congenial  way,  looking  after 
each  phase  of  the  work  and  urging  the  offi¬ 
cers  to  stay  on  the  job  that  we  might  have  a 
banner  year.  Twelve  officers  were  present. — 
Mrs.  Lettie  J.  Heath,  District  Reporter. 


Inquiries 


I  wish  to  inquire  for  my  brother.  Moody 
Manning.  When  last  heard  of,  was  in  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Ala.  Please  send  any  information 
to  Andrew  Hillman,  Pachuta,  Miss. 


I  wish  to  inquire  for  Minerva  Rudd,  horn 
in  South  Carolina,  Newberry  District.  Her 
father’s  name  was  Lott  Rudd;  and  mother, 
Sarah  Rudd.  They  moved  to  Texas,  and  both 
died  at  Bethany,  La.  Their  youngest  son  i» 
Sandy  Hawkins.  Please  send  any  informa¬ 
tion  to  Sandy  Hawkins,  Route  1,  Box  HO, 
Bethany,  La. 
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Peniel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

ON  SUNDAY,  November  27,  1927,  Bishop  Joseph  F.  Berry,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  dedicated 
Peniel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  parsonage.  Twentieth  and  Jeiferson  Streets. 
This  property  is  valued  at  $100,000.  Other  speakers  on  the  program  were  the  Rev.  W, 
A.  Ferguson,  D.D.,  corresponding  secretary  of  Philadelphia  Missionary  and  Church  Extension 
Society,  and  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Thompson,  superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia  District. 

This  is  the  second  large  church  property  that  our  colored  people  have  gone  into  here 
within  the  last  two  years,  and  the  fifth  property  that  they  have  occupied  within  the  last  five 
years.  The  total  value  of  these  properties  is  $333,000.  The  Negro  Methodist  Episcopal¬ 
ians  of  Philadelphia  have  occupied  this  property  through  the  aid  and  help  of  the  Philadelphia 
Missionary  and  Church  Extension  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Under  the  pastoral  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Chas.  T.  Spence,  the  alert  and  aggressive  pas¬ 
tor,  and  the  superintendency  of  District  Superintendent  W.  C.  Thorppson,  Peniel’s  future  is 
doubly  assured,  and  its  ministry  and  value  as  an  asset  to  the  community  will  be  increasinglv 
gratifying  to  Methodists. 
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Savannah  Conference 
Appointments  , 

(Supplies  in  Parentheses) 


LAGRANGE  DISTRICT 
J.  B.  Maddux,  District  Superintendent 
Greenville,  Ga. 

Arbor  and  Harris,  J.  T.  Bradley.  Colum¬ 
bus,  A.  C.  Allen.  Culloden,  E.  J.  Kimball. 
Greenville  and  Stovall,  W.  R.  Dixon.  La- 
Grange,  Leete  Hill,  A.  H.  Jamerson.  La- 
Grange,  Warren  Temple,  C.  W.  Prothro. 
LaGrange  Ct.,  A.  L.  Smith.  Odessa,  Douglas 
Freeman.  South  LaGrange  Ct.,  J.  J.  Lewis. 
West  Point,  R.  R.  Oneal.  Whitesville,  J.  S. 
Shuman.  Woodbury,  (M.  C.  King).  Zebu- 
Ion,  J.  M.  Daniel. 

SAVANNAH  DISTRICT 
S.  D.  Bankstox,  District  Superintendent 

Arco  Mission,  to  be  supplied.  Baxley,  S. 
P.  Bryant.  Brunswick,  D.  L.  Clark.  Bruns¬ 
wick  Ct.,  I.  T.  Griner.  Hagan,  A.  H.  How¬ 
ard.  Jessup,  O.  A.  Burns.  Mt.  Vernon,  P. 

E.  Smith.  Mt.  Zion,  W.  M.  Lockwood. 
Reidsvllle,  J.  R.  Wallace.  Savannah,  As- 
bury,  Scott  Bartley.  Savannah,  Palen,  J.  S: 
Stripling.  Vidalia,  P.  W.  Rock.  Waynesville, 

F.  F.  Mungin.  White  Oak  and  Jefferson, 
Thomas  Collins.  St.  Mary’s  and  Woodbine, 
C.  R.  Robbins. 


AUSTIN  DISTRICT 
S.  E.  Blackkell,  District  Superintendent, 
Austin,  Texas 

Austin:  Austin  fct.,  Zan  Holmes;  Simpson, 
A.  D.  Jacques;  Wesley,  W.  L.  Turner.  Cedar 
Creek  Ct.,  L.  L.  Strait.  Fayetteville  Ct., 
(Landry  Smith).  Georgetown,  J.  J.  Harde- 
mon.  Giddings-Littig-Manor,  J.  W.  Stone, 
Sr.  Hutto-Granger,  J.  S.  Jordan.  Lagrange 
Ct.,  J.  S.  Medlock.  Lockhart  Ct.,  T.  M.  Bru¬ 
ton.  Luling  Ct.,  R.  S.  Mosby.  Smithville 
Ct.,  Marshall  Majors.  San  Marcos  Ct.,  G. 
W.  Kelly.  Winchester  Ct.,  Clenton  Schuler. 

.  CORPUS  CHRISTI  DISTRICT 
C.  W.  Franklin,  District  Superintendent, 
1109  Ramerez  Street,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas 
Beevllle  Ct.,  L.  W.  Roberts.  Bishop-Robs- 
town,  Dave  Johnson.  Bloomington  Ct.,  J.  H. 
Brown.  Brownsville,  to  be  supplied.  Corpus 
Christi,  W.  M.  White.  Cotulla  (Joe  Young). 
Edinburg  Ct.,  Z.  E.  King.  Falfurias  &., 
Solomon  Johnson.  Goliad,  R.  W.  Allen.  Har¬ 
lingen,  Marcus  Freeman.  Kingsville,  H.  O. 
McCutchin.  Mathias-Alice,  (I.  S.  Simpson). 
Odem,  (W.  M.  Bennett).  Raymondsville, 
(Matt  King).  Sinton-Taft,  (George  Means). 
Weslaca,  (Emmett  Bennett). 

DALLAS  DISTRICT 
J.  H.  Childs,  District  Superintendent, 
1814  Burford  Street,  Dallas,  Tex. 
Corsicana-Angus,  P.  H.  Jenkins.  Dallas: 
St.  Paul,  K.  W.  McMillan;  Trinity,  J.  H. 
Strait;  Warren,  J.  D.  Rice;  Wesley-Calvary, 
C.  T.  Wardah.  Denison,  J.  H.  R.  Dudley. 
Ennis-Ferris,  J.  B.  Phoenix.  Fort  Worth: 
Cowan,  J.  A.  Wills;  St.  Andrews,  R.  M. 
Davis;  Thompson,  S.  E.  Jones.  Hillsboro,  C. 
E.  Connor.  Hubbard-Dawson,  P.  H.  Philips. 
Mexia  Ct.,  H.  A.  Jones.  Milford-Italy,  to 
be  supplied.  Maypearl,  W.  W.  White.  Pel¬ 
ham  Ct.,  L.  E.  Muse.  Pilot  Point,  (Robert 
Minifee).  Sherman,  Frank  Blair.  Waxa- 
,  hachie,  B.  J.  Easter.  Wichita  Falls,  J.  W. 
Stone,  Jr. 

SAN  ANGELO  DISTRICT 
H.  H.  Qualls,  District  Superintendent, 
Temple,  Texas 

Abilene,  G.  V.  Cavett.  Bartlett,  I.  H. 
Pierce.  Belton  Ct.,  B.  A.  Byars.  Brown- 


WAYCROSS  DISTRICT 
D.  R.  Cooper,  District  Superintendent 
407  Blackwell  Street,  Waycross,  Ga. 

Bainbridge,  J.  W.  Hammett.  Barnesville, 
A.  W.  Reeves.  Blacksbear,  P.  B.  Gibson. 
Cordele  and  Fitzgerald,  J.  H.  Bevel.  East 
Macon  Mission,  to  be  supplied.  Eastman,  to 
be  supplied.  Forsyth,  J.  W.  Brown. 
Liberty  Hill,  T.  A.  South.  Macon,  E.  T. 
Michael.  Patterson,  E.  W.  Williams.  Traders 
Hill  and  Folkston,  B.  F.  Freeman.  Valdosta 
and  Sparks,  J.  W.  Zanders.  Waycross,  W. 
W.  Clemons.  Waycross  Ct.,  (G.  C.  Johnson). 

WAYNESBORO  DISTRICT 
W.  H.  Odum,  District  Superintendent 

Augusta,  Wm.  M.  Melton.  Charlestown, 
W.  A.  Holmes.  Dublin,  J.  W.  Watkins. 
Herndon,  Mldville,  and  Wadley,  C.  L.  Levall. 
Hiltonia,  H.  W.  Kimball.  Millen,  P.  R.  Du¬ 
bose.  Newington,  Lee,  and  Clio,  D.  H.  Mar¬ 
tin.  Pulaski,  J.  H.  Pinkney.  Rocky  Ford, 
J.  B.  Simpkins.  Statesboro,  R.  L.  Nunally. 
Stillmore,  Portal,  Summit,  and  Metter,  W.  H. 
Williams.  Sylvania,  J.  F.  Robinson.  Waynes¬ 
boro  and  Gough,  E.  D.  Giddens. 


wood  Ct.,  J.  E.  Brown.  Cleburne,  R.  A.  App¬ 
ling.  El  Paso,  F.  J.  Hutchinson.  Knox  City, 
(A.  B.  Johnson).  Liberty  Hill  (R.  Alonzo). 
Llano,  P.  H.  Moore.  Lubbock  Ct.,  (R.  F. 
Blackman).  Moody  Ct.,  T.  H.  Foy.  San 
Saba,  C.  H.  Hamilton.  San  Angelo,  M.  L. 
Wyatt.  Temple,  D.  B.  Baker.  Valley  Mills, 
T.  J.  D.  Sim.  Winters  Ct.,  (Joe  Black). 

SAN  ANTONIO  DISTRICT 

G.  A.  Deslandes,  District  Superintendent, 
236  Blue  Bonnet  Street,  San  Antonio,  Texas 
Belmont  Ct.,  E.  T.  Allen.  Cuero,  W.  B. 
Lott.  Floresville  Ct.,  D.  L.  Mosby.  Gonzales, 
M.  C.  Ellison.  Gonzales  Ct.,  J.  D.  Mackey. 
Hondo  Ct.,  O.  B.  Coe.  Kerrville,  A.  G.  Rus¬ 
sell.  Lavernia,  J.  H.  Napier.  Nixon  Ct., 
J.  B.  Eggleston.  Olmos,  (Elmo  Watson). 
Pearsall,  N.  W.  Stephens.  Pleasanton,  H.  L. 
McKinney.  Seguin,  J.  F.  Muse.  San  An¬ 
tonio:  East  St.  Paul,  J.  L.  S.  Edmondson; 
Jacobs,  J.  W.  Weakley;  Jones,  C.  E.  Whiti- 
ker;  Lincoln,  F.  M.  Hudspeth;  Sanford,  M. 
W.  Stephens;  St.  Paul,  .1.  W.  Warren; 
Heights,  H.  C.  Willis.  Yorktown  Ct.,  E.  C. 
Henderson. 

VICTORIA  DISTRICT 
W.  M.  Ellison,  District  Superintendent, 

P.  O.,  Box  526,  Yoakum,  Texas 
Alleyton  Ct.,  (A.  C.  Holden).  Cologne, 
Henry  Harrison.  Columbus,  George  Waters. 
Columbus  Ct.,  D.  F.  Vance.  Edna  Ct.,  J.  T. 
Carper.  Garwood  Ct.,  T.  H.  Bryant.  Hal- 
letsville  Ct.,  G.  M.  Mallory.  Oakland  Ct., 
J.  N.  Hooey.  Schulenberg,  A.  M.  Mason. 
Sublime  Ct.,  W.  M.  Mosely.  Victoria,  S.  D.. 
Mosely.  Weimar,  (Jack  Caesar).  Wharton, 
J.  H.  Marshall.  Yoakum,  J.  H.  Swann. 

WACO  DISTRICT 
,1.  W.  Downs,  District  Superintendent 
1025  South  10th  Street,  Waco,  Texas 
Aquilla  Ct.,  H.  E.  Kuykendall.  Bremond 
Ct.,  G.  F.  Alexander.  Bowman,  .lohn  Coe. 
Cameron,  (S.  Keesee).  Calvert,  W.  W.  Baker. 
Chilton,  Fred  Young.  Frosa,  R.  L.  Palmer. 
Groesbeck,  N.  J.  Moore.  Higbbanks,  .T.  A. 
Thomas.  Kosse,  D.  Tucker.  Lott,  (Fred 
Wilson).  Lorena,  (E.  G.  Gray).  Mart,  M. 
B.  Burkley.  Maysfleld,  Esau  Smith.  Mar¬ 


lin,  J.  G.  Browne.  Rockey,  I.  T.  Sanford. 
Satin-Majors,  A.  D.  Holden.  Waco;  Jones, 
Sam  Graham;  Mt.  Zion,  S.  N.  Harvey;  St. 
James,  C.  S.  Williams.  Waco  Ct.,  G.  M. 
IWoten. 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS 

R.  N.  Brooks,  professor  in  Gammon  The¬ 
ological  Seminary,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  membership 
Wesley  Quarterly  Conference. 

T.  B.  Echols,  professor  in  Sam  Huston  Col¬ 
lege,  Austin,  Texas;  membership  Simpson 
Quarterly  Conference. 

Henry  Tollerson,  B.  F.  Lee,  J.  L.  Watt- 
ley,  L.  L.  Haynes,  E.  V.  McRae,  U.  V.  Green, 
left  without  appointments  to  attend  school. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Jones,  corresponding  secretary 
of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society; 
membership  Thompson  Quarterly  Conference. 

Mrs.  E.  V.  McMillan,  corresponding  secre¬ 
tary  of  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety;  membership  St.  Paul  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference,  Dallas,  Tex. 

J.  W.  V.  Hutchinson,  educational  worker 
for  the  Conference. 

Personal  and  General 

— The  Rev.  D.  S.  Sloan,  our  loyal  pastor  at 
Port  Allen,  La.,  Baton  Rouge  District,  has 
been  ill  since  the  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  held  in  October.  We  pray  for 
his  speedy  recovery. 

— Mayor  Walker,  of  New  York  City,  recently 
presented  a  medal  to  Miss  Aida  Bearden,  a 
nine-year-old  Negro  school  girl  of  New  York 
City,  who  was  adjudged  to  have  written  the 
best  composition  on  Are  prevention  in  a 
contest  among  grammar-school  students  of  the 
city.  Three  other  Negro  students  also  re¬ 
ceived  medals  in  connection  with  the  same 
contest. 

— Dr.  Ralph  E.  Diffendoifer,  corresponding 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
has  been  elected  as  one  of  the  thirty-five  co¬ 
opted  delegates  from  the  United  States  and 
Canada  to  attend  the  World  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference  in  Jerusalem,  from  March  25  to  April 
8,  1928.  This  conference  is  an  enlarged  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  International  Missionary  Council, 
which  is  in  turn  the  successor  of  the  Con¬ 
tinuation  Committee  of  the  Edinburgh  Con¬ 
ference  of  1910.  Dr.  Frank  Mason  North 
has  for  many  years  been  one  of  the  American 
representatives  in  this  conference,  but  this 
year  he  finds  it  impossible  to  attend.  About 
250  carefully  chosen  delegates  from  all  parts 
of  the  world  will  be  present  at  this  Jeru¬ 
salem  meeting.  Among  them  are  three  dele¬ 
gates  from  Japan,  five  from  Korea,  eight 
from  China,  eight  from  India,  twelve  from 
Africa,  three  from  Australia,  twenty  from 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  six  from  Ger¬ 
many,  five  from  Latin  America,  two  from 
Denmark,  four  from  France,  and  one  from 
Belgium. 


SOUTHWESTERN 

CHRISTIAN 

ADVOCATE 


PublUhed  weekly  by 

THE  METHODIST  BOOK  CONCERN 
CiNcnrMATi.  Ohio 


LORENZO  H.  KING,  :  :  :  :  :  Editob 

H.  E.  LUCCOCK,  :  :  Contbibutimo  Editob 


Publishing  Agents 

John  H.  Rece,  George  C.  Douglaaa,  O.  Grant  Markham 


Ezseutite  and  Editorial  Offices 
631  Baronoe  Street,  New  Orleans,  La. 
BCBaCBIFTlON  PBICB,  (1.60  FEB  TICAB  IN  ADTANCB 


Subscribers  are  notified  that  change  in  address  must 
reach  us  three  weeks  in  advance  of  the  next  date  of 
issue. 

Entered  as  Second-class  Matter  at  the  Post  OfiSce, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  under  the  Act  of  Mandi  3,  1870, 
February  9,  1923. 


West  Texas  Conference 
Appointments 

(Names  of  supplies  in  parentheses) 


Southwestern  Christian  Advocate 

ValMe  M  No.  SO 


Lk  H.  Knre,  Editor 
H.  E.  Loccock,  Contributing  Editor 


December  15,  1927 


Publithed  weddf  bj 
Tbs  MiTHoonT  Book  Coircnv 


Strengthen  Our  Church  Schools 


The  successful  administration  of  denominational 
schools  is  becoming  one  of  the  baffling  problems  of 
religious  denominations.  Adding  to  the  difficulty 
of  the  church  school  is  the  large  and  growing  appropria¬ 
tion  being  made  by  State  governments  to  their  tax-sup¬ 
ported  institutions.  This  may  in  every  way  be  desirable 
for  greater  efficiency  of  the  State  institution ;  but  where 
the  church  school  cannot  keep  pace  with  this  increasing 
value  of  assets,  there  is  thus  entailed  a  decided  hardship 
on  the  future  usefulness  of  that  institution. 

Lack  of  funds  necessarily  affects  the  ability  of  the 
institution  to  render  the  highest  service  demanded  of  it 
by  the  community.  Here  is  involved  the  question  of  ade¬ 
quate  equipment  in  buildings,  furnishings,  laboratories, 
libraries,  and  for  recreational  and  athletic  activities. 
Here  also  arises  the  problem  of  an  adequate  teaching 
force  in  number  and  academic  fitness.  With  ample  funds 
for  salaries  an  institution  can  more  easily  command  the 
best  talent  in  the  teaching  profession.  For  the  most 
part,  lack  of  funds  necessitates  selection  from  the  num¬ 
ber  of  such  as  are  otherwise  available.  Inability  of  an 
institution  by  reason  of  the  smaller  salaries  offered  to 
procure  the  best  type  of  teachers '  reflects  itself  in -the 
type  of  work  done  in  the  classrooms  and  in  the  scholastic 
standards  of  the  school.  The  result  will  be  a  fall-off  in 
the  quality  of  students  gravitating  toward  the  institu¬ 
tion  and  the  eclipse  of  the  school  by  others  that  offer 
more  to  the  student. 

It  should  be  remembered,  too,  that  this  is  a  day  of 
mounting  costs  and  higher  standards  every  way  for  the 
church  school.  The  endless  multiplication  of  high  schools 
and  the  increasing  prominence  of  the  junior  college  in 
the  educational  system  of  the  country  make  it  necessary 
for  the  church  schools  to  be  standardized  if  their  grad¬ 
uates  are  to  keep  ahead  of  those  of  the  more  primary 
schools  and  be  able  to  qualify  for  further  scholastic  at¬ 
tainment.  To  justify  jtself  as  a  necessary  link  in  the 
system  between  the  junior  college  and  university  offer¬ 
ings,  the  church  college  must  give  standard  training  such 
as  is  required  for  accredited  rating  by  the  standardizing 
agencies  of  the  counti*y.  State  schools  and  administra¬ 
tive  bodies  recognize  this  fact  and  are  investing  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  in  this  direction. 

In  pathetic  contrast  to  such  large  expenditures  by 
the  State  are  the  distressingly  smaller  amounts  whicli 
denominational  boards  are  able  to  appropriate  for  their 
educational  enterprises.  In  part  for  this  and  for  other 
reasons,  thousands  of  students  from  Methodist  families 
and  homes  are  now  in  other  than  our  own  schools.  A 
fairly  accurate  suryey  of  this  situation  reyealed  recently 
a  total  of  approximately  180,000  students  in  State  col¬ 
leges  and  uniyersities  and  58,000  in  normal  schools.  It 
seems  fairly  eyident  that  the  religious  appeal  contrasted 
with  that  of  greater  efficiency  suffers  loss  of  potency  for 
affirmatiye  decision  in  the  choice  by  these  youth  of  an 
educational  institution  to  shape  their  preparation  for 


their  life  careers.  We  may  conclude,  which  is  by  no  means 
far-fetched,  that  besides  the  religious  atmosphere,  the 
church  school  must  proyide  a  standard  culture  that  is 
commensurate  with  that  of  the  tax-supported  schools 
of  the  State,  or  the  youth  of  the  church  will  gradually 
turn  in  large  numbers  to  other  than  the  church  schools 
for  their  training.  This  matters  much  for  the  future  of 
the  church,  of  the  youth,  and  of  society.  If  the  church 
is  to  have  Christian  leadership  and  an  intelligent  loyalty 
in  its  laymen,  recruits  for  this  purpose  must  chiefly  be 
had  from  the  ranks  of  those  educated  in  her  schools. 
These  leaders  will  then  have  the  Christian  outlook,  sym¬ 
pathy,  and  motive.  If  society  is  to  be  Christian,  it  will 
become  so  by  the  impact  made  npon  it  by  such  Christian 
leadership  and  constituency  as  these  Christian  church 
schools  inspire.  For  the  sake  of  their  own  poise,  their 
idealism,  and  motive,  the  youth  who  would  make  their  lives 
count  most  for  society  should  select  the  Christian  col¬ 
lege  in  which  to  be  educated. 

It  becomes  at  once  apparent  what  far-reaching  sig¬ 
nificance  foi’  the  Negro  student,  for  his  world,  and  for 
his  church  relationships,  lack  of  adequate  funds  for  his 
church  schools  discloses.  Thousands  of  our  youth  desire 
Christian  culture.  They  accordingly  turn  to  the  church 
school  for  this  specialized  training.  It  is  a  challenge  to 
the  churches.  Somehow'  a  way  must  be  found  by  the 
church  to  so  provide  for  her  schools,  the  lighthouses  of 
Christian  culture,  as  that  they  shall  be  maintained  effi¬ 
ciently  to  carry  on,  despite  the  overawing,  increasing 
efficiency  and  appeal  of  the  tax-supported  State  and 
municipal  schools. 

To  meet  this  crying  need,  the  church  must  go  as  far 
as  possible  in  the  way  of  appropriation  to  the  schools 
maintained  for  her  colored  youth.  Then  there  must  be  the 
lending  of  her  full  influence  in  the  matter  of  organized 
endeavor  throughout  the  whole  church  to  stimulate  all 
Methodism  to  shoulder  its  financial  responsibility  for  the 
Christian  culture  of  its  Negro  youth.  Methodism’s  rec¬ 
ord  in  this  enterprise  in  the  past  forms  one  of  the  most 
thrilling  and  beautiful  chapters  in  her  history.  Let  not 
the  present  be  less  colorful  than  the  past.  It  would  be  an 
unpardonable  abuse  of  confidence  and  would  defeat  the 
total  aim  of  the  church  for  her  colored  contingent  if 
Methodism  should  become  so  involved  in  her  interest  in 
bigger  causes  as  to  grow  cold  or  neglect  this  vital  interest 
in  the  education  of  the  youth  of  her  Negro  membership. 
By  way  of  co-operation  it  is  sternly  necessary  that  these 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  Negro  members  also 
likewise  more  resolutely  and  sacrificially  turn  their  at¬ 
tention  and  organize  their  efforts  to  the  raising  among 
themselves  generous  funds  to  supplement  church-wide  ef¬ 
forts  for  more  adequate  endowment  of  their  church 
schools.  Barring  our  professional  schools.  Gammon  and 
Meharry,  probably  not  more  than  two  or  three  others  of 
the  total  number  of  eighteen,  have  as  much  as  $100,000 
endowment  funds.  The  situation  is  desperate.  Some- 
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thing  must  be  done  speedily  by  the  church  general  and 
by  our  colored  membership  in  particular.  The  Board  of 
Education,  which  meets  within  a  few  months  from  this 
date,  could  perform  no  more  urgently  necessary  service 
for  us  than,  at  its  next  annual  meeting,  to  set  up  some  plan 
of  intensive  cultivation  of  the  field— church-wide — for 
giving  impetus  to  the  raising  of  a  far  more  adequate  sum 


than  is  normally  available  for  our  church  schools.  Bend-  { 
ing  its  energies  upon  the  task  during  a  certain  given  period 
of  time,  properly  cultivatin^*the  field,  Methodism  could 
easily  raise  for  endowment  purposes  for  her  church 
schools  for  our  group,  $600,000.  Let  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  respond  to  this  challenge.  The  need  is  urgent  and 
the  cause  worthy  if  these  schools  are  to  live  and  serve. 


Facing  General  Conference 


Delegates 

CENTRAL  NEW  YORK  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial — George  H.  Haigh,  president  Conference  Board  of 
Pensions,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.;  William  H.  Powers,  pastor,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.; 
C.  G.  McConnell,  pastor,  Elmira,  N.  Y.;  H.  E.  Woolever,  editor, 
Washington,  D.  C.;  C.  C.  Rosaell,  district  superintendent,  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.  Reserve— G.  M.  Perkins,  pastor,  Williamson,  N.  Y.;  R.  C. 
Hebblethwaite,  pastor,  Baldwinsville,  N.  Y. 

Lay — A.  G.  Odell,  physician,  Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y.;  F.  E.  Bald¬ 
win,  lawyer,  Elmira,  N.  Y.;  J.  L.  Thorpe,  physician,  Clyde,  N.  Y.; 

R.  L.  Nye,  college  dean,  ^racuse,  N.  Y.;  M.  Fay  Van  Dyne,  farmer. 
Canton,  Pa.  Reserve— George  A.  Thorpe,  pharmacist,  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.;  C.  J.  Hurley,  teacher,  Baldwinsville,  N.  Y.;  J.  C.  Ferguson, 
business  man,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 

CENTRAL  TENNESSEE 

X,ay_Charlle  G.  Dillard,  undertaker,  Lafayette,  Tenn.  Reserve— 
Alvin  P.  Hayes,  merchant,  Sparta,  Tenn. 

DAKOTA  CONFERENCE 

Lay — Dess  C.  Cox,  housewife.  Rapid  City,  S.  Dak.;  David  F.  Jones, 
druggist,  Watertown,  S.  Dak.;  Laurita  Miller,  lawyer,  Mitchell, 

S.  Dak.;  A.  Clay  Darling,  lawyer,  Cassels  Block,  Groton,  S.  Dak. 

tJlysses  G.  Johnson,  real  estate  and  insurance,  Redfield, 
S.  Dak.;  Roscoe  Knodell,  Winner,  S.  Dak.;  Charles  A.  Laurson,  How¬ 
ard,  S.  Dak. 

FOOCHOW  CONFERENCE 

Mmwferiol— Ralph  A.  Ward,  executive  secretary  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  Foochow,  China;  Philip  S.  S.  Yu,  professor  in  Theological 
School,  Foochow,  China.  Reserve — Gang-huo  Uong,  district  su- 
pcrintcndcnty  Foochow,  China;  John  Gowdy,  late  president  Fukien 
Christian  University,  Foochow,  China. 

Lay— Sle  Guong  Hu,  late  Min  River  Conservancy,  Foochow, 
China;  Eu  Guong  Uong,  teacher,  Foochow,  China.  Reserve— yiiss 
Cle  Lang  Ngu,  teacher,  Foochow,  China;  Dieu  Kong  Gong,  Bureau 
of  Public  Works,  Foochow,  China. 


Grove,  Ore.;  Robert  A,  Booth,  lumberman,  Osborn  Apartments,  Eu¬ 


gene,  Ore. 


PITTSBURGH  CONFERENCE 


Ministerial— n.  B.  Urmy,  pastor,  419  North  Home  Avenue,  Belle¬ 
vue,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  H.  M.  Chalfant,  editor  Pennsylvania  American 
Issue,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  S.  W.  Corcoran,  superintendent  City  Mis¬ 
sions,  Smlthfleld  and  7th  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  R.  B.  Cuthbert, 
district  superintendent,  1467  Kelton  Avenue,  South  Hills  Station, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  L?G.  Spaugy,  pastor,  1419  Carnegie  Avenue,  Mc¬ 
Keesport,  Pa.;  S.  H.  Greenlee,- pastor,  1600  Wood  Street,  Wilkins- 
burg.  Pa. 

Lav—P.  W.  Morgan,  banker,  Wilmerding,  Pa.;  S.  W.  Blerer,  law¬ 
yer,  Greensburg,  Pa.;  W.  H.  Pratt,  lawyer,  Brushton  Avenue  Church, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Elmer  L.  Kidney,  lawyer,  BeUevue,  Pa  ;  L.  E;Um- 
stead,  insurance,  Perrysville  Avenue  Church,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  W.  l. 
Forrester,  merchant,  care  First  Church,  McKeesport,  Pa.  Resene— 
J  T.  Moltrup,  manufacturer,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.;  H.  C.  Terbush, 
manufacturer,  Charleroi,  Pa.;  E.  C.  Morey,  broker,  care  First  Church, 
PUfchiirffh^  Pa. 


SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial— F.  M.  Larkin,  secretary  California  State  Church 
Federation,  442  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.;  F.  G.  H. 
Stevens,  pkstor,  1360  N  Street,  Fresno,  Calif.;  E.  C.  Jannusch,  dis- 
trict  superintendent,  1424  Barrett  Road,  L#os  Angeles,  ;  Mer^ 

N.  Smith,  pastor,  829  North  Los  Robles,  Pasadena,  Calif.;  A.  P. 
Shaw,  pastor,  712  East  33d  Street,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.;  G.  A. 
Warmer,  pastor,  760  South  Burlington  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.; 

G.  B.  Oxnam,  pastor,  447  Chamber  of  Commerce  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.;  A.  W.  Shamel,  pastor,  2002  Oakdale  Street,  Pasadena,  Calif.  ^ 
Reserve— A.  J.  Hughes,  district  superintendent,  5706  Bay  Shore 
Walk,  Long  Beach,  Calif.;  L.  T.  Guild,  district  superintendent,  447  . 

Chamber  of  Commerce  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.;  L  L.  C^ley, 
Conference  director  of  religious  education,  446  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Lay— Mrs.  Charles  Vandewater,  F.  H.  Ballenger,  L.  O.  Cope¬ 
land,  W.  L.  Stewart,  Mrs.  Margaret  Locke  Coates,  J.  M.  Cam,  A.  L. 
Hickson,  F.  H.  Taggart,  H.  L.  Hilmer.  Reserve— H.  V.  Mather, 
Earl  Cranston,  C.  I.  D.  Moore. 


GEORGIA  CONFERENCE 

Jfmwfcrial— Edmond  J.  Hammond,  district  superintendent,  452 
Jackson  Street,  N.  E.,  Atlanta,  Ga.  Reserve— L,.  A.  Griggs,  pastor, 
186  Myrtle  Street,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

KOREA  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial— John  1.  Moore,  Pyongyang,  Korea;  Syun  Ok  Pyun, 
Seoul,  Korea. 

Loy— Hugh  H.  Cynn,  Seoul,  Korea;  Miss  Helen  Kim,  Seoul, 
Korea. 

LINCOLN  CONFERENCE 

Lay- Isaac  W.  Young,  physician,  309  Lindsay  Street,  Oklahoma 
City,  Okla.  Reserve — Lawrence  H.  Lightner,  S.  R.  C.  W.  of  W.  W., 
2634  Marion  Street,  Denver,  Colo. 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

Lay — Dr.  Thaddous,  physician,  719  Lyons  Street,  New  Orleans, 
La.;  Abraham  L.  Fleet,  merchant,  112  McCaleb  Street,  Baton  Rouge, 
La.;  Matthew  S.  Davage,  college  president,  Clark  University,  South 
Atlanta,  Ga.  Re*ert)a— James  R.  Patterson,  merchant,  Monroe,  La.; 
Joseph  A.  Reddix,  editor,  Plaquemine,  La. 

NORTHWEST  KANSAS  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial — C.  E.  Spalding,  pastor,  Ellis,  Kans.;  J.  A.  Templin, 
pastor.  Mentor,  Kans.;  L.  H.  Sweetland,  pastor.  Hays,  Kans.  Re¬ 
serve— P..  R.  Templin,  pastor,  Colby,  Kans.;  D.  B.  Magee,  pastor, 
108  7th  Street,  Contordia,  Kans. 

OREGON  CONFERENCE 

Lay — Burpee  L.  Steeves,  medical  doctor,  1594  Court  Street,  Salem, 
Ore.;  Edward  L.  Wells,  meteorologist  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  482 
East  63d  Street,  North,  Portland,  Ore.;  Ernest  W.  Peterson,  news¬ 
paper  editor,  242  East  63d  Street,  Portland,  Ore.;  Grant  W.  Gregg, 
medical  doctor,  216  Wightman  Street,  Ashland,  Ore.  Reserve — Law¬ 
rence  L.  Mann,  wheat  farmer,  501  North  Blaine  Street,  Pendleton, 
Ore.;  Clyde  E.  Umphrey,  merchant,  443  South  3d  Street,  Cottage 


SOUTHWEST  KANSAS  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial— Albert  E.  Kirk,  president  Southwestern  College, 
Winfield,  Kans.;  Charles  E.  Kitch,  pastor.  Great  Bend,  Kans.;  Al¬ 
bert  E.  Henry,  pastor,  Hutchinson,  Kans.;  Homer  L.  Gleckler,  pas¬ 
tor,  Hutchinson,  Kans.;  William  R.  Johnson,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  Lamed,  Kans.  Reserve— Rufus  L.  George,  pastor,  Wichita, 
Kans.;  Josiah  W.  Abel,  pastor,  Winfield,  Kans. 

Lay — W.  G.  Anderson,  publisher,  Winfield,  Kans.;  Wayne  M. 
Campbell,  abstracter.  Garden  City,  Kans.;  A.  O.  Rorabaugh,  mer¬ 
chant,  Wichita,  Kans.;  John  Gibson,  manufacturer,  Wichita,  Kans.; 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Gray,  housewife,  Pratt,  Kans.  Reserve— Mrs.  W.  C. 
Detter,  housewife,  Nickerson,  Kans.;  John  E.  Hardesty,  banker, 
Pratt,  Kans. 

SOUTH  FUKIEN  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial— J .  W.  Hawley,  Shavertown,  Pa.  Reserve — H.  C.  Jett, 
Baldwin,  Kans. 

Lay — Mrs.  J.  W.  Hawley,  Shavertown,  Pa.  Reserve — Mrs.  H.  C. 
Jett,  Baldwin,  Kans. 

YEN PING  CONFERENCE 

Minweerial- -Frederick  Bankhardt,  missionary.  Yenping,  Fukien, 
China.  Re*«r»«— Chang  H.  Ting,  teacher.  Yenping,  Fukien,  China 

Lay—Fi.  Leslie  Chen,  physician.  Yenping,  Fukien,  China.  Re¬ 
serve — Esther  Ling,  teacher,  Yuki,  Fukien,  China. 


— Faith  is  always  willing  to  wait. 

— Laziness  always  skimps  its  job. 

— The  open  Bible  keeps  the  door  of  the  poorhouse  shut. 
— If  you  are  ashamed  of  your  religion  you  ought  to  be. 
— “I  am  glad  salvation’s  free”  always  pleases  the  world¬ 
ling. 
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Contributed  Editorial 

The  Chemistry  of  Christmas  engaged  in  telling  the  world  just  what  is  the  matter  with 


WILLIAM  JAMES,  the  American  psychologist 
and  philosopher,  once  wrote: 

“I  am  done  with  great  things  and  big  things, 
with  great  institutions  and  big  successes ;  and  I  am  for 
those  tiny,  invisible,  molecular  moral  forces  that  work 
from  individual  to  individual:  creeping  in  through  the 
crannies  of  the  world  like  so  many  soft  rootlets  or  like  the 
capillary  oozing  of  water,  but  which,  give  them  time,  will 
rend  the  hardest  monuments  of  man’s  pride.” 

These  words  were  not  written  with  reference  to  Christ¬ 
mas.  They  are  to  be  found  in  a  letter.  _  But  it  would  be 
hard  to  find  a  deeper  insight  into  the  working  of  the  leaven 
of  the  Christian  gospel. 

They  come  with  peculiar  force  to  an  age  which  is  so 
largely  given  to  the  worship  of  magnitudes,  an  age  noisy 
with  the  whirling  of  big  machines  and  big  organizations. 
They  put  before  our  mind  something  which  is  so  easy  to 
forget — that  the  most  permanent  and  powerful  forces  are 
the  invisible  molecular  forces  of  the  spiritual  life. 

Christmas  was  a  divine  experiment  in  chemistry.  It 
brought  into  the  world  something  which  could  transform, 
as  though  by  silent  chemical  action,  the  heart  and  mind 
of  men.  The  very  method  of  the  Incarnation  proclaimed 
fhe  fact  that  the  world  was  not  to  be  redeemed  by  physics 
but  by  chemistry.  In  other  words,  it  was  not  to  be  saved 
by  outside  physical  causes,  no  matter  how  great  or  im¬ 
posing  ;  it  was  to  be  saved  by  the  forces  which  “creep  into 
the  crannies  of  the  world”  and  effect  spiritual  transforma¬ 
tion.  “Not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit, 
saith  the  Lord.” 

r  Such  spiritual  contagion  from  heart  to  heart  might 
seem  a  very  tenuous  thing  to  which  to  trust  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  world.  Indeed,  it  seemed  like  nothing  at  all, 
compared  to  the  massive  strength  and  mass  of  the  great 
reality  of  the  Roman  Empire.  And  yet  the  leaven  of 
Christianity  has  spread  throughout  the  world  exactly  in 
the  method  described  by  Professor  James,  just  like  so 
many  soft  rootlets  sinking  into  the  deep  places  of  human 
personality  and  finally  rending  “the  hardest  monuments 
of  man’s  pride.”  We  can  see  in  the  New  Testament  how 
the  process  began.  The  beginning  of  Christianity  in 
Europe  seemed  so  utterly  negligible.  There  was  Lydia, 
“whose  heart  the  Lord  opened,”  and  there  began  a  chem¬ 
ical  transformation  in  a  human  spirit.  From  that  tiny 
beginning  the  same  silent  molecular  forces  of  the  Spirit 
of  Christ  have  come  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

It  is  in  this  divine  chemistry  of  Christmas  that  the 
hope  of  the  world’s  future  lies.  Programs,  organizations, 
conferences — all  the  mechanism  of  the  modern  world — are 
useful  only  in  so  far  as  there  may  be  created  a  new  spirit 
which  will  employ  them.  Without  the  miracle  of  the 
“new  man,”  all  schemes  of  human  betterment  are  merely 
paper  forms.  The  essential  Christmas  gospel  is,  “If  any 
man  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  he  is  a  new  creature.”  William 
James  has  put  into  prose  what  Phillips  Brooks  put  into 
poetry. 

How  silently,  how  silently. 

The  wondrous  gift  is  given ! 

So  God  imparts  to  human  hearts 
The  blessings  of  his  heaven. 

We  live  today  in  an  Age  of  Diagnosis.  Never  in  all 
history  have  there  been  so  many  keen  and  capable  minds 


it.  Scientists,  philosophers  of  every  description,  are 
probing  deep.  They  have  found  all  sorts  of  ills.  In  the 
language  applied  by  Matthew  Arnold  to  Goethe,  they 
report:  “Thou  ailest  here — and  here.”  We  are  told  that 
we  live  in  an  Age  of  Disillusion;  in  an  Age  of  Impotence; 
in  an  Age  of  Jazz;  in  an  Age  of  Confusion.  No  doubt 
all  of  these  are  true  descriptions.  But  what  is  so  tragic 
as  diagnosis  without  cure!  The  surgeon  and  the  special¬ 
ists  depart  after  telling  us  that  we  have  a  bad  case  of 
cancer.  They  can  name  the  disease,  but  not  cure  it. 

Jesus  Christ  is  more  than  a  diagnostician.  Christmas 
tells  us  that  though  we  may  live  in  an  age  of  this,  that, 
and  the  other,  we  also  live  in  the  year  of  our  Lord.  And 
that  while  there  may  be  nothing  that  the  masters  of  sci¬ 
entific  diagnosis  can  do  about  the  world’s  ills,  there  is 
something  that  the  Good  Physician  can  do  about  it. 

He  can  bring  to  the  ills  of  the  heart  and  soul  the 
“silent  molecular  spiritual  forces”  of  the  divine  life. 

One  Christmas  resolve  for  us  all  might  well  be  that  we 
do  not  bother  ourselves  so  much  about  great  things  and 
big  things,  great  institutions  and  big  booming  successes, 
and  care  more  for  those  fundamental,  spiritual  transfor¬ 
mations  which  are  the  most  important  and  abiding  things 
in  the  world. 

Scrimmage 

N  old  college  football  star  who  officiates  as  referee 
at  many  games  each  season,  was  talking  a  few 
days  ago  about  one  of  the  players  on  a  prominent 
college  team.  “I  have  always  noted  this  one  thing  about 
him,”  he  said.  “I  never  have  to  pull  him  out  from  the 
bottom  of  the  scrimmage,  or  even  from  the  middle  of  it. 
I  have  seen  him  run  and  jump  on  the  top  of  a  pile  of 
players  after  the  ball  has  been  brought  to  a  stop.  I  do 
not  recall  ever  having  seen  him  get  his  face  pushed  in  hy 
stopping  the  ball  when  it  was  still  going.” 

That  goes  for  a  lot  of  us,”  said  one  of  his  hearers. 

It  is  a  comment  well  worth  spending  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  with.  And  it  will  probably  not  be  an  entirely  pleas¬ 
ant  quarter  of  an  hour,  if  we  ask  ourselves,  “Where  are 
we  usually  found  when  the  whistle  blows — ^in  the  middle  of 
the  scrimmage,  or  are  we  the  last  man  to  jump  on  top?” 

It  is  rather  easy  to  avoid  rough  and  tumble  scrim¬ 
mages.  Some  people  have  a  positive  genius  for  previous 
engagements  when  any  hotly  contested  issue  is  to  come  up ! 
When  the  fight  comes  on  and  the  sides  are  lined  up  and  the 
votes  are  to  be  counted  they  have  either  just  been  called 
out  of  the  room  by  the  telephone,  or,  having  sensed  some 
such  issue  in  advance,  they  are  four  States  away. 

The  history  of  the  United  States  through  the  anti¬ 
slavery  agitation  is  well  sprinkled  with  players  of  this 
sort.  In  going  over  their  biographies,  you  can  date 
rather  exactly  their  complete  conversion  to  the  anti¬ 
slavery  cause  at  just  that  period  when  it  became  safe  and 
popular.  In  our  own  time  the  number  of  those  who  un¬ 
compromisingly  denounced  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  was  greatly 
increased  just  about  two  years  after  it  ceased  to  be  a 
fighting  issue! 

Getting  into  the  scrimmage  after  the  ball,  has  been 
stopped  is  entertaining  to  the  spectator  and  exhilarating 
to  the  player  who  does  it.  The  fatal  weakness  of  it  is 
that  it  does  not  advance  the  ball.  And  that  is  all  that 
the  Church  is  out  on  the  field  for.  L. 
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Nanking  God’s  Son 

T  *  ' 

By  M.  S.  Rice 

Pastor  Metropolitan  Methodist  Church,  Detroit,  Michigan 


“Thou  shalt 
name  Jesus,  for 


call  his 
he  shall 
save  his  people  from  their 
Matt.  1.  21. 


O 


From  **Sileni  Sight** 
Used  by  Permission. 


RDIN ARIL Y 
we  .  speak  only  in 
suppressed  hope¬ 
fulness  of  what  we  dare 
look  forward  to  in  naming 
new-born  babes.  We  hope 
they  will  be  good.  We  pray  ■ 
they  may  be  so.  We  make 
no  forward  announcements. 

We  dare  not  challenge  the 
future  with  a  name.  Names 
await  their  interpretation 
from  the  recipient.  John 
Brown  was  about  as  com¬ 
mon  and  meaningless  a  name 
as  a  babe  could  receive,  but 
to-day  it  carries  a  meaning 
beyond  all  the  commonness 
of  it  to  a  real  place-  in  the 
world’s  roster.  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  bonded  to  as 
obscure  a  babe  as  was  ever 
slipped  into  an  unknown 
cradle  in  this  strange  world 
of  ours.  But  that  humble, 
poor,  ignorant  boy  in  the 

backwoods  loneness  has  come  on  out  to  pack  that  name 
so  full  of  meaning  that  it  cannot  be  left  off  the  most  ex¬ 
acting  list  of  all-time  greatness  in  the  human  story.  The 
way  of  human  names  is  to  build  meaning  into  them.  Only 
God  can  dare  name  in  exacting  prophecy  His  own  Son. 

Jesus  was  named  presumptively.  He  was  named  in 
divinely  bold  confidence  toward  the  hardest  task  a  world 
could  know.  He  was  commissioned  to  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  that  task,  or  to  the  wearing  of  a  great  mockery 
in  His  name.  There  was  no  uncertainty  about  it.  It 
shrank  in  no  fear.  It  asked  no  compromise.  It  shouted 
a  challenge.  It  announced  a  committed  outcome,  “You 
V  shall  call  his  name  Jesus,  for  he  shall  save  his  people  from 
their  sins.” 

A  King’s  Levee  in  a  Barn 

Humble  little  babe  this.  Babe  in  a  manger.  Babe 
with  humble  parents  beside  him.  Babe  from  a  despised 
town.  Never  mind  all  that ;  you  are  talking  in  ordinary 
talk  of  ordinary  folks  thus.  God  has  somewhat  to  say 
here.  Lift  that  babe  from  that  manger  and  make  the 
bold  announcement.  Don’t  be  afraid.  This  is  God’s  busi¬ 
ness.  Send  the  wise  men  around  this  humbling  way.  They 
are  lost.  They  went  man-wise.  They  took  the  road  to 
Jeimsalem.  They  look  for  cradles  of  kings.  Tell  them 
not  to  look  in  palaces,  but  in  a  stable.  Not  in  Jerusalem, 
but  out  at  Bethlehem.  Tell  them  not  to  be  disquieted  now ; 
having  brought  all  their  rich  gifts  selected  for  quar¬ 


ters  of  kings,  they  can 
leave  them  in  a  barn  out 
at  David’s  city,  and  be 
glad.  This  is  Jesus.  Call 
Him  Jesus!  Call  Him  Je¬ 
sus  because  of  what  He  will 
do. 

Reaching  down  all  the 
forward  ages  with  all  that 
they  can  ever  come  to  mean, 
God  brings  the  reasons  for 
His-  Son’s  name.  He  knows. 
He  does  not  guess.  This  is 
not  a  name  writ  in  mere 
hope.  This  is  God’s  way. 
Call  Him  Jesus  I  He  is  but 
a  babe  now,  and  you  short¬ 
sighted  folk  about  that 
manger  cannot  dream  what 
He  will  do.  I  will  tell  you — 
Jesus  will  save  His  people 
from  their  sins. 

No  such  talk  as  this  was 
ever  before  heard  beside  a 
cradle,  and  will  never  be 
heard  again.  But  from  that 
announcement  a  new  force  , 
must  be  dealt  with  in  the 
world,  and  a  new  campaign 
was  begun.  Mankind  has 
never  been  the  same  since 
Jesus  came.  When  God  makes  announcement,  we  can  well 
start  preparation.  Up  from  that  mangered  mystery  in 
Bethlehem  comes  a  new  face  to  be  seen  along  the  human 
way.  The  cry  of  that  unusual  infant  was  to  become  a 
challenging  voice  in  the  whole  human  story.  He  was  to 
ask  audience  at  the  bar  of  conscience.  He  was  to  die  a 
tragic  death,  and  set  by  death  a  deathless  hope  against 
death. 

Our  Brag  About  Practical  Things 

What  I  want  now  at  Christmas  time  to  do  is  to  call  the 
attention  of  our  super-practical  age  to  the  fact  that  the 
most  practical  thing  in  the  whole  world’s  life  is  the  heaven 
ascribed  contract  which  named  Jesus  when  He  came,  and 
consumed  Him  as  He  lived,  and  died,  and  arose,  to  save 
His  people  from  their  sins.  What  do  we  mean  by  our 
brag  of  the  practical?  We  mean  matters  pertaining  to 
mortality.  We  snatch  up  our  smallest  measure-rod  to 
look  practical.  Houses  and  lands,  road  and  rails,  money 
and  stocks,  golf  and  tiddle-de-winks.  What  do  we  mean 
when  we  strut  about  in  the  practical?  God  is  in  the  ask¬ 
ing  now.  The  soul  is  in  the  balance.  Sin  is  involved. 
Eternity  is  at  the  door.  What  is  practical,  anyhow? 
Jesus  Christ  is  supremely  practical  in  the  estimation  of 
God,  When  you  sit  down  with  ultimates,  and  seek  the 
meaning  of  the  practical,  it  is  God,  and  not  Wall  Street, 
that  counts.  Not  to  make  us  rich.  Not  to  heal  our 
mortal  diseases.  Not  to  strengthen  our  tiny  hands.  Not 
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to  keen  up  our 
mortality.  All 
these  things  and 
the  many  other 
things  we  find 
ordinary 
emphasis  in,  we 
can  do  o  u  r  - 
selves,  and  they 
are  very  good. 

But  when  we 
take  our  stand 
where  the  great 
waves  of  eter¬ 
nity  begin  to 
lift  about  us, 
and  where  ^he 
shrinking  hori¬ 
zon  of  forever 
begins  to  fall 
back,  and  the 
arching  heavens  § 
of  our  destiny 
begin  to  loom 
in  the  escaping 
illimita- 

bleness  of  immortality,  and  everything  else  but 


Morning  of  Nativity 


The  Reach  of  Christmas 

WHEN  we  comprehend  the  backward 
and  forward  reach  of  Bethlehem,  we 
do  not  wonder  that  all  that  is  grand  crowds 
around  the  Cradle-Manger.  It  is  worthy 
of  all.  Let  the  Star  shine.  Let  the  Magi 
give  gifts.  Let  the  Shepherds  worship.  Let 
the  angel-faces  flash  out  from  the  great  dome 
overhead.  Let  the  church  bells  chime.  Let 
the  sacred  harps  and  organs  respond  to  the 
master  hand  that  sweeps  their  strings  and 
flies  over  their  keys,  and  let  them  turn  the 
common  air  into  praise.  Let  Christmas 
carols  roll  over  ihis  wide  earth,  and  echo 
among  the  stars.  Let  the  great  universe  of 
God  -jubilate.  Let  everything  in  heaven  and 
earth  shout,  “Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David ; 
blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord !  Hosanna  in  the  highest !” — David 
Gregg. 


the 


soul  actually  falls  away;  houses  crumble,  gold  tarnishes, 
mountains  stagger,  oceans  recede,  and  the  soul — the  great 
naked  soul — stands  alone ;  then  we  begin  to  recognize  what 
it  was  that  so  completely  absorbed  the  purpose  of  God 
the  Father,  and  so  utterly  consumed  the  passion  of  His 
Son,  and  wrote  “practical”  with  a  stencil  of  desfil^y  as 
its  only  meaning.  Saving  His  people  from  their  sins  is 
the  eternal  practicability  of  God  in  Jesus. 

A  Real  Fundamental 

In  these  days  when  fundamental  seems  a  word  of  much 
concern,  let  me  note  here  this  is  fundamental.  This  is 
the  one  foundational  hope  of  our  troubled  world,  so  im¬ 
portant  that  God  would  with  it  name  His  Son.  The  ter¬ 
rible  possibility  of  a  man  becoming  Herod,  or  Nero,  or 
De  Medici,  or  Tamerlane,  makes  peculiarly  meaningful 
the  crisis  of  the  soul,  which  also  makes  possible  Paul, 
Luther,  Wesley,  or  Shaftesbury.  You  cannot  read  your 
way  into  the  world’s  story,  even  a  scant  way,  without  be¬ 
ing  convinced  that  it  Jias  been  p^t  for  tragedy.  Such 
tragedy  goes  trampling  there  that  has  not  been  satiated 
by  drawing  of  human  blood,  but  has  actually  reached  out 
mean  hands  to  draw  also  the  very  blood  of  God  and  stain 
Calvary  divine  red.  There  is  a  hell  in  human  sin.  There 
must  be  a  heaven  in  human  righteousness. 

The  way  of  sin-struck  man  all  across  the  ages  has 
still  carried  the  glow  of  his  greatness.  He  is  no  ordinary 
creature  as  he  goes  there  about  his  little  earth,  sin  stained 
but  still  pre-eminently  great.  That  great,  haunting  fact 
threw  a  shadow  across  his  whole  story.  We  always  have 
had  to  write  in  the  final  path  of  all  human  triumphs  a 
pathetic  verdict.  Dizzy  with  victories,  intoxicated  with 
success,  frenzied  with  his  gathered  riches!  Man!  Man! 
Man !  But  he  is  a  sinner.  That  verdict  has  come  on. 
We  can’t  build  it  out.  We  can’t  dress  it  out.  We  can’t 
paint  it  out.  We  can’t  sing  it  out.  We  can’t  dance  it 
out.  We  can’t  buy  it  out.  The  fault  is  fatal.  It  stands 
invalidatingly  by,  to  make  clear  to  everyone  of  us,  and 
everywhere,  that  humanly  there  is  helplessness  ahead. 


The  World’s 
Biggest 
News  Story 
But  God  has 
never  taken  His 
hand  off  this . 
world,  nor  left 
His  children 
alone.  Little 
matters  it  what 
else  we  may 
gain  or  not 
gain.  The  very 
same  story  of 
the  soul  is  writ¬ 
ten  in  jungle 
and  mansion. 
The  crude  altar 
in  the  dark  fdr- 
ests  of  Africa, 
the  huge  circle 
of  ponderous 
stones  set  in 
mute  mean¬ 
ing  on  the  hill 
at  Stonehenge, 

the  pitiful  stumbling  way  of  the  darkened  multitude 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  the  high  altar  in  St.  Peter’s  in 
Rome,  the  altars  of  our  humblest  churches,  everywhere  and 
always  mankind  knew  and  knows  that  he  must  have  help 
in  this  matter  of  sin.  It  cannot  be  evaded.  No  conduct 
will  satisfy  it.  Down  deep  in  the  human  soul  abides  the 
conscious  need  of  a  Saviour.  'Into  that  sacred  place  none 
but  God  in  Christ  can  come.  And  at  that  sacredly 
guarded  fact  of  the  soul  universal  God  takes  His  stand 
and  authorizes  there  that  His  Son  be  named,  named  Jesus 
because  He  will  save  us  from  our  sins. 

Name  above  every  name!  I  hail  this  the  chief  news 
of  the  world.  Saviour  from  sin.  Call  Him  Jesus.  That 
will  keep  Him  forever  abreast  of  the  age.  Don’t  let  fear 
strike  His  preachers  that  Jesus  may  be  outrun.  The  age 
get  new  livery.  It  may  wear  new  robes,  sing  new 
songs,  carry  new  weapons.  But  sin  never  changes,  and 
the  Saviour  who  could  cleanse  a  Saul  into  Paul  is  the 
same  Saviour  who  can  redeem  and  cleanse  you  and  me. 

Jesus  has  not  lost  step  with  our  age.  He  has  not 
been  outrun.  He  will  never  be  superseded.  To-day  as 
yesterday  and  to-morrow  must  turn  to  Him.  When  He 
came,  a  babe  to  grow  up  to  His  great  task,  God  fronted 
Him  squarely  into  everything  life  could  come  to  mean, 
and  said  to  those  about,  “Name  Him  Jesus.”  Jesus, 
because  He  shall  save  His  people  from  their  sins.  And 
He  does. 

A  Christmas  Card 

By  H.  R.  L.  Sheppard 

IT  IS  no  easy  matter  to  be  happy  to  order,  and  there 
are,  alas,  too  many  hearts  in  which  there  is  sorrow 
for  us  ever  to  expect  the  perfect  Christmas  Day. 
And  yet  I  confess  that  there  is  for  me  no  day  half  so 
lovely  as  the  day  on  ;which  Jesus  Christ  was  bom — and 
that  not  only  because  we  see  the  power  of  God  most  com- 
pellingly  held  before  us  in  the  weakness  of  a  little  child, 
but  because  it  is  the  one  day  in  the  year  on  which  the  shrill 
cries  of  harshness  die  down  and  the  world  makes  merry. 
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From  a  Coplet)  Print— Copyright  by  Curtit  A  Cameron 

THE  SONG  OF  AGES:  ON  EARTH  PEACE,  GOOD  WILL  TOWARD  MEN 


SHALL  WE  LIGHT  THE  CANDLE  NOW? 
And  shall  we  light  the  candle  now? 

And  leave,  since  there  is  so  much  more, 

Our  cupful,  and  the  share  of  bread. 

Here  by  the  open  door? 

For  someone  might  be  wanting  it, 

If  there  should  chance  to  come  this  way, 

A  very  poor  Man;  or  a  Bird; — 

Or  maybe,  God,  some  day. 

— Josephine  Peeston  Peabody. 

★  ★  ★ 

THE  SHEPHERD  SPEAKS 
Out  of  the  midnight  sky  a  great  dawn  broke. 
And  a  voice-  singing  flooded  us  with  song. 

In  David’s  city  was  He  bom,  it  sang, 

A  Saviour,  Christ  the  Lord.  Then  while  I  sat 
Shivering  with  the  thrill  of  that  great  cry, 

A  mighty  choir  a  thousand-fold  more  sweet 
Suddenly  sang.  Glory  to  God,  and  Peace — 

Peace  on  the  earth ;  my  heart,  almost  unnerved 
By  that  swift  loveliness,  would  hardly  beat. 
Speechless  we  waited  till  the  accustomed  night 
Gave  us  no  promise  more  of  sweet  surprise; 

Then  scrambling  to  our  feet,  without  a  word 
We  started  through  the  fields  to  find  the  Child. 
— John  Ekskine,  in  the  New  York  Herald-Tribune. 

★  ★  ★ 

GIFTS 

What  did  Christ  do  with  those  gifts  they  bore, 
Balthazar,  Gaspar,  and  Melchior? 

Gold  that  had  nursed  at  the  earth’s  dark  breast, 
Frankincense,  holding  a  stilk  white  flame. 
Myrrh  that  could  sweeten  a  bitter  tomb. 
Bearing  these  far  at  His  birth  they  came.  . 

What  did  He  do  with  their  yellow  gold? 

Doubtless  He  gave  it  as  Caesar’s  due — 

Gold  of  His  love,  like  the  lily’s  heart. 

This  He  still  gives  for  good  deeds  and  true. 


What  did  He  do  with  their  frankincense? 

Gave  it  perhaps  to  some  mighty  priest — 

Yet  bums  the  Crystal  Flame  of  His  life 
Pungent  as  perfume  that  haunts  the  East. 

What  did  He  do  with  their  costly  myrrh? 

Gave  it  to  Mary  against  His  death — 

Still  down  Time’s  silence,  its  odor  wafts 
Veiled  Resurrection’s  cool,  soothing  breath. 

How  can  we  come  to  His  birthday,  then. 

Empty  of  hand,  though  we  have  no  gold? 

Let  us  but  take  Him  these  gifts  He’s  given. 
Grown,  by  our  tenderness,  sevenfold. 

Such  would  be  dearer  than  gifts  they  bore, 
Balthazar,  Gaspar,  and  Melchior. 

— Violet  Alj.eyn  Storey,  New  York  Sun. 

★  ★  ★ 

CHRISTMAS  SONG 
When  mother-love  makes  all  things  bright, 
When  joy  comes  with  the  morning  light. 

When  children  gather  round  their  tree. 

Thou  Christmas  Babe, 

We  sing  of  Thee! 

When  manhood’s  brows  are  bent  in  thought. 

To  learn  what  men  of  old  have  taught, 

When  eager  hands  seek  wisdom’s  key. 

Wise  Temple  Child, 

We  learn  of  Thee ! 

When  doubts  assail  and  perils  fright, 

When,  groping  blindly  in  the  night. 

We  strive  to  read  life’s  mystery, 

Man  of  the  Mount, 

We  turn  to  Thee! 

When  shadows  of  the  valley  fall, 

,  When  sin  and  death  the  soul  appall. 

One  light  we  through  the  darkness  see, 

Christ  on  the  Cross, 

We  cry  to  Thee! 
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And  when  the  world  shall  pass  away, 

And  dawns  at  length  the  perfect  day, 

In  glory  shall  our  souls*ftiade  free,' 

Thou  God  enthroned, 

Then  worship  Thee! 

— Tudoe  Jexks. 

★  ★  ★ 

A  CHRISTMAS  CAROL 

The  Christ-Child  lay  on  Mary’s  lap. 

His  hair  was  like  a  light. 

(Oh  weary,  weary  were  the  world. 

But  here  is  all  aright.) 

The  Christ-Child  lay  on  Mary’s  breast, 

-  His  hair  was  like  a  star. 

(Oh  stern  and  cunning  are  the  kings. 

But  here  the  true  hearts  are.J, 

The  Christ-Child  lay  on  Mary’s  heart. 

His  hair  was  like  a  fire. 

(Oh  weary,  weary  is  the  world. 

But  here  the  world’s  desire.) 

The  Christ-Child  stood  at  Mary’s  knee. 

His  hair  was  like  a  crown. 

And  all  the  fiowers  looked  up  at  Him, 

And  all  the  stars  looked  down. 

— G.  K.  Chesteeton. 
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A  CHRISTMAS  CAROL 
O  worship  the  King, 

Tha^  little  \thite  thing. 

Asleep  ofl''His  mother’s  soft  breast ; 
Ye  bright  stars  come  down, 

Weave  for  Him  a  crown, 

Christ  Jesus  by  angels  confessed. 

Ye  children  come  peep. 

But  hush  ye,  and  creep 

On  tiptoe  to  where  the  Babe  lies; 
Then  whisper  His  name. 

And  lo!  like  a  flame. 

The  glory  light  burns  in  His  eyes. 

Come,  strong  men,  and  see 
This  high  mystery. 

Tread  firm  where  the  shepherds  have  trod ; 

And  watch,  mid  the  hair 
Of  the  maiden  so  fair. 

The  five  little  fingers  of  God. 

Come,  old  men  and  gray, 

The  star  leads  the  way ; 

It  halts,  and  your  wanderings  cease. 

Look  down  on  His  face, 

Then,  filled  with  His  grace. 

Depart  ye,  God’s  servants,  in  peace. 

— G.  A.  Studdeet-Kennedy,  in  The  Churchman. 


Three  Neglected  Emphases  in  Methodism 

By  Philip  L.  Frick 

Pastor  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Schenectady,  New  York 


PERSONALLY,  I  have  been  apprehensive  for  some 
time  that  there  were  three  essentials  which  our 
Methodist  Church  was  in  danger  of  overlooking. 
This  conviction  has  grown  upon  me  not  merely  through 
my  own  observation,  but  through  conversation  with  lay¬ 
men,  pastors,  and  district  superintendents  from  different 
sections  of  the  nation.  Repeatedly  in  answer  to  my  ques¬ 
tions  the  information  has  come  that  certain  very  evident 
defects  in  Methodism  were  not  local  and  accidental.  They 
were  national  and  symptomatic  of  church-wide  oversights 
which  must  be  corrected  if  Methodism  is  successfully  to 
function  as  a  spiritual  force. 

I 

The  first  neglected  major  is  the  laxity  concerning 
regularity  in  attendajtce  upon  public  worship. 

If  a  poll  were  taken  regarding  attendance  in  churches, 
small  or  large,  rural  or  urban,  I  am  wondering  what  con¬ 
ditions  would  be  revealed?  Out  of  the  entire  member¬ 
ship  whose  names  appear  on  the  church  roster,  what  do 
you  believe  would  be  the  percentage  of  those  who  attended 
public  worship  for  any  Sunday  or  month  or  quarter? 
What  would  it  be  in  your  own  church?  How  many  of 
your  enrolled  members  were  not  present  last  Sunday? 

Fifty  Per  Cent  of  Membership  at  Sunday  Worship 

(  District  superintendents  and  pastors  and  laymen  tell 
me  that  they  doubt  whether  more  than  thirty-five  to  forty- 
five  per  cent  of  the  members  are  at  worship  on  any  reg¬ 


ular  Sunday  for  either  morning  or  evening  worship.  Oc¬ 
casionally,  in  some  exceptional  churches,  where  a  sense 
of  the  privileges  of  worship  has  been  developed,  the  at¬ 
tendance  may  reach  sixty  to  seventy  per  cent  for  the  day. 
But  if  the  lower  average  is  correct  for  general  Meth¬ 
odism,  one  cannot  but  solicitously  ask  as  to  where  the 
absent  fifty-five  to  sixty-five  per  cent  are.  If  not  de¬ 
tained  by  illness,  or  by  absence  from  the  city,  where  were 
the  larger  numbers  of  the  members  at  the  time  when  pub¬ 
lic  worship  was  being  held  in  the  church  to  which,  in  the 
sight  of  man  and  God,  they  promised  allegiance?  What 
were  they  doing?  What  affairs  had  they  crowded  into 
the  place  of  pre-eminence?  Why  were  they  not  inter¬ 
ested  in  going  to  worship?  What  excuse  did  they  have 
for  failure  to  give  the  church  the  first  place  in  their 
lives  ? 

If  we  knew  the  answers  to  some  of  these  imperative 
questions,  would  we  not  discover  that  the  primary  reason 
for  non-attendance  is  just  plain  lack  of  spiritual  inter¬ 
est?  So  many  people  exist  merely  on  the  periphery  of 
the  church.  Their  church  has  never  been  enthroned  in  its 
proper  place  of  centrality  in  their  devotion  and  loyalty. 
They  lead  only  a  superficial  religious  life.  They  are  only 
“nominal”  Christians.  They  are  woefully  indifferent  both 
as  to  their  own  vital  spirituality  and  as  to  the  religious 
prestige  of  their  church.  They  come  to  worship  only  when 
they  happen  to  be  in  the  mood  for  it,  or  when  no  other 
“previous  appointment”  interferes.  They  are  not  moti¬ 
vated  by  any  high  principle,  nor  controlled  by  any  real 
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soul-hunger.  The  church  is  all  too  frequently  only  a 
social  convenience.  It  has  the  second  place  in  their  lives. 

Fifty  Per  Cent  Attendance  at  W’orship 

Any  cure  for  this?  Yes,  I  sincerely  believe  so! 

What  if  all  members  were  spiritually  awake  to  the 
unspeakable  privilege  of  regular  worship?  What  if  they 
realized  the  opportunity  that  worship  brings  them  of 
pushing  the  trivialities  into  the  background,  of  escaping 
from  the  grinding  routine,  of  opening  the  eyes  to  new 
visions,  of  renewing  the  strength  for  old  tasks,  of  cre¬ 
ating  power  adequate  for  subtle  temptations,  of  joyously 
building  in  their  spirit  the  character  of  Christ,  of  arous¬ 
ing  unflagging  zeal  for  God’s  kingdom?  These  sublime 
experiences  of  the  soul  communing  with  God  in  worship 
are  God’s  supreme  gifts  to  us.  What  a  priceless  privilege 
it  is !  How  any  human  being  can  live  without  this  mystic 
life  with  God  is  beyond  my  comprehension.  Happy  the 
Methodist  who  knows  the  soul  gladness  that  comes  from 
frequent  communion  with  Him! 

All  members  of  any  Methodist  church  ought  to  real¬ 
ize  that  they  are  under  a  divine  responsibility  to  develop 
their  character  to  its  very  highest,  by  the  help  of  God, 
This  sacred  concern  is  not  optional.  They  must  feel  the 
ceaseless  and  glorious  challenge  of  Christ  until  they  grow 
up  into  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  His  fullness.  The 
person  who  is  indifferent  about  his  spiritual  development 
is  contravening  the  primary  requirement  of  God.  This 
is  the  inescapable  and  holy  obligation  upon  all  members. 

II 

To  my  mind  the  second  neglected  major  of  Methodism 
is  the  proper  adjustment  of  the  Bible  school  to  the  church 
and  its  public  worship. 

Too  high  praise  can  never  be  given  to  our  Sunday 
schools  for  their  remarkable  contribution  in  matters  of 
religious  education.  But  what  pastor  or  district  super¬ 
intendent  who  does  not  know  how  frequently  the  school 
fails  so  to  train  our  boys  and  girls  that  naturally  and 
gladly  they  join  in  the  morning  worship  of  the  church? 
I  have  known  of  schools  that  were  conducted  as  if  they 
were  rivals  or  competitors  of  the  church,  and  as  if  they 
had  no  connection  with  the  church  and  its  public  worship. 
If  the  school  session  occurs  before  church,  note  how  many 
of  the  attendants  file  by  the  church  door  as  if  the  church 
were  a  thing  of  altogether  secondary  significance.  Check 
up  on  your  own  school  for  last  Sunday  by  inquiring  how 
many  of  those  in  attendance  remained  to  join  in  the  church 
worship.  Or  if  your  school  session  comes  after  church, 
'  inquire  as  to  how  many  disregarded  the  church  worship 
altogether,  and  appeared  at  school,  after  the  benediction 
had  been  pronounced  at  the  church  service. 

When  the  Sunday  School  is  a  Rival  of  the 

Church 

Does  not  this  account  for  the  fact  that  we  fail  to 
hold  so  many  of  our  young  people  after  they  have  reached 
a  certain  age  in  the  Sunday  school?  Is  not  this  the  rea¬ 
son  why  so  large  a  niunber  of  those  who  once  attended 
the  Sunday  school  are  permanently  lost  to  the  church? 
There  has  been  the  failure  to  develop  the  habit  of  wor¬ 
ship,  and  the  vital  love  for  the  church.  Some  teachers 
and  officers  have  pitifully  overlooked  the  fact  that  the 
rapidly  growing  child  is  soon  to  become  an  “adult,”  and 


that  he,  as  an  adult,  must  be  prepared  to  share  in  all  the 
privileges  and  tasks  of  the  church.  The  church  must 
ever  hceoe  the  pre-eminence.  It  is  the  “goal”  which  the 
school  must  ever  bear  in  mind.  The  school  is  never  an 
end  in  itself.  It  serves  its  purpose  only  when  it  trains 
for  church  attendance  and  for  church  membership. 

Happy  the  church  in  which  officers  and  teachers  so 
co-operate  with  parents  that  boys  and  girls  gladly  learn 
that  all  their  religious  instruction  climaxes  in  public  wor¬ 
ship.  How  inspiring  when  officers  and  teachers  and  par¬ 
ents  set  the  impressive  example!  Grateful  I  am  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  increasingly  the  most  able  and  reverent  teachers 
are  endeavoring,  by  various  and  interesting  methods,  to 
direct  their  pupils  into  the  beautiful  habit  of  church  wor¬ 
ship.  Only  by  furthering  this  sacred  custom  can  Meth¬ 
odism  confidently  face  its  future. 


HI 

Methodism  must  reawajten  its  zeal  for  evangelism. 

For  various  reasons  some  of  the  old  types  of  effort  to 
reach  the  unchurched  are  Pot  much  in  vogue.  But  this 
very  fact  is  all  the  more  reason  why  other  methods  must 
be  devised  and  put  enthusiastically  into  operation  to  win 
people  for  Christ. 

With  keen  insight  does  Principal  Jacks  discuss  “The 
lost  radiance  of  the  Christian  church.”  Is  he  correct  in 
claiming  that  much  of  that  evangelistic  fervor  that  made 
the  early  church  irresistible  has  departed  from  the  modem 
church?  If  the  Christian  church  loses  its  holy  zeal  for 
winning  humanity  to  Christ,  nothing  can  prevent  our  utter 
collapse.  Methodism  must  have  only  one  purpose.  If 
we  neglect  that  we  are  doomed.  We  are  here  in  order  that 
by  every  sacred  means  within  our  power  we  shall  persuade 
our  fellow  human  beings  to  accept  Christ  and  to  begin  tolJ|| 
live  like  Him.  Only  this  passion  will  save  us  from  pro¬ 
fessionalism  and  from  dry  rot! 


Complacent  Official  Boards 


The  very  seriousness  of  our  present-day  conditions 
calls  us  as  official  boards  and  pastors  and  members  to  a 
new  emphasis  upon  personal  evangelism.  Woe  to  the 
church  whose  board  is  complacently  satisfied  if  at  the  end 
of  the  year  “all  bills  Are  paid.”  Surely  nothing  is  more 
anomalous  and  more  deadening  than  a  board  that  does 
not  feel  nowadays  the  evangelistic  “urge.”  I  pity  the 
church  where  the  officials  do  not  see  the  new  responsibility 
resting  upon  each  of  them  and  upon  each  member  so  as 
to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  church  as  a  religious  or¬ 
ganization  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  shall  be  able  to 
report  so  many  accessions  that  the  church  knows  itself 
to  be  a  “going  concern”  in  the  Kingdom ! 

I  wonder  if  laymen  realize  that  increasingly  the  upper¬ 
most  desire  in  the  hearts  of  present-day  pastors  is  to 
secure  the  enthusiastic  co-operation  of  their  official  boards 
in  programs  of  personal  evangelism?  I  make  bold  to  state 
that  those  churches  are  languishing  in  which  the  officials 
have  failed  to  respond  to  the  call  for  personal  service  for 
Christ.  Without  exception,  as  far  as  my  observation  goes, 
those  churches  are  having  the  widest  outreach  for  Christ 
and  are  proving  of  greatest  blessing  to  community  or 
city,  when  the  official  board  by  united  action  adopts  some 
program  of  aggressive  personal  evangelism,  organizes  it¬ 
self  and  all  the  church  for  this  purpose,  and  zealously, 
persistently  carries  out  this  plan  of  reaching  individuals 
in  its  constituency  and  in  its  community. 


December  15,  1927 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

Ikteutatioitai.  Seukb 

By  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Farmer 


CHRISTMAS  LESSON 

FOURTH  QUARTER.  LESSON  XIII.  DECEMBER  25 


Scripture  Leston — Luke  2.  1-20. 

Jeeug  and  Old  Testament  Prophecy.  It  is 
a  long  step  from  our  last  lesson  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  one.  It  is  a  period  of  seven  hundred 
years  from  Micah  and  Isaiah  to  Jesus.  We 
are  studying  this  lesson,  not  because  of  any 
connection  which  it  has  with  the  preceding 
lessons  of  this  quarter,  but  because  it  is  a 
Christmas  lesson  on  Christmas  day.  And 
yet  it  does  have  an  intrinsic  relation  to  our 
preceding  lessons— especially  with  those  from 
the  literary  prophets.  It  is  true  that  in  the 
Messianic  prophecies  of  Amos  and  Hosea 
there  is  no  clear  reference  to  the  Messiah, 
•but  of  general  Messianic  conditions.  But  in 
Micah  and  Isaiah  there  are  such  references 
to  the  Messiah  which  are  among  the  clearest 
and  most  unquestionable  references  to  the 
Messiah  in  the  prophets.  Micah  even  named 
the  place  where  the  Messiah  would  be  born 
(6.  2) ;  and  Isaiah  quite  definitely  character¬ 
izes  Him  (especially  11.  2,  6).  Jesus  Christ 
was  a  spiritual  fulfillment  of  these  prophe¬ 
cies  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  a  fulfillment 
of  the  more  spiritual  aspects  of  these  prophe¬ 
cies.  Neither  prophet  stated  definitely  the 
time  when  the  Messiah  should  come,  though 
it  is  clear  that  they  expected  Him  long  be¬ 
fore  He  came.  But  that  is  nothing  strange. 
It  is  the  nature  of  a  passionate  hope  that 
it  expects  an  early  realization  of  the  thing 
hoped  for.  When  men  are  expecting  such  a 
remarkable  event  as  this,  any  world  upheaval 
will  likely  be  interpreted  as  an  indication 
that  that  event  is  near.  The  Millennial  Dawn- 
ists  interpreted  the  recent  World  War  as 
an  indication  that  the  second  coming  of  Christ 
^was  near.  And  some  of  the  orthodox  Jews, 
not  believing  that  the  Messiah  has  already 
conie,  interpreted  the  World  War  as  an  indi¬ 
cation  thas  His  coming  was  near.  And  the 
back-to-Palestine,  or  Zionist,  movement, 
gained  considerable  momentum  from  that 
fact. 

And,  then,  thanks  to  the  literary  prophets 
that  they  gave  the  Messiah  hope  a  literary 
expression.  In  so  doing,  they  kept  the  hope 
alive  until  such  a  time  as  the  Messiah  should 
come.  Without  the  expectation  of  a  Mes¬ 
siah  on  the  part  of  His  people,  Jesus  could 
not  have  convinced  them  that  He  was  to  be 
the  world’s  Saviour.  They  never  would  have 
recognized  in  Him  any  more  than  one  of  the 
former  prophets,  or  one  like  unto  them;  and 
even  with  this  expectation  of  the  Messiah  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  it  was  a  good  while 
before  any  but  Jesus’  immediate  disciples 
recognized  who  He  was  (Luke  9.  18-20).  It 
Was  the  fact  that  Old  Testament  prophecy 
had  declared  that  the  Messiah  should  come — 
it  was  this  fact  that  caused  Herod  to  fear 
that  the  star  of  the  wise  men  had  any  extraor¬ 
dinary  significance  at  all  (Matt.  2.  4-6). 

The  exact  date  of  Jesus’  birth  will  always 
be  wrapped  in  obscurity.  No  exact  record  of 
His  birthday  was  kept.  To-day  we  com¬ 
memorate  it  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  December. 
But  formerly  it  was  commemorated  on  the 
sixth  of  January,  which  is  still  known  ns 
“Old  Christmas.”  We  need  not  state  the  rea¬ 
sons  for  it  having  been  placed  in  January 
and  then  in  December.  Saint  Imke  tells  us 
in  our  lesson  that  shepherds  were  in  the  fields 
with  their  flock  by  night  when  the  Messiah 
Was  born.  And  that  is  a  suggestion  that  it 
Was  hardly  during  the  winter.  The  exact  date 
is  relatively  insignificant.  The  significant  thing 
is  the  fact  of  His  birth,  and  what  it  was 
understood  to  mean  for  the  world. 

Significance  of  Jesus’  Birth.  We  are  not 
concerned  here  with  the  full  si^ificance  of 
Jesus’  birth, 'but  only  with  the  significance 
attached  to  it  in  our  present  lesson.  This 
significance  had  already  been  stated  in  Micah 
(4.  1-4)  and  Isaiah  (2.  2-4).  It  is  universal 


peace  and  good  will  (Luke  2.  14).  Even  in 
those  days  men  with  a  moral  conscience  were 
sick  of  wars.  They  considered  war  the  great¬ 
est  evil  of  the  world,  and  caused  by  ill-will 
among  men.  The  establishment  of  good  will 
among  men  is  the  only  permanent  remedy 
for  war.  Rulers,  however,  have  seldom  felt 
that  way  about  it.  It  is  doubtful— or  at  least 
one  may  seriously  wonder  whether  rulers  to¬ 
day  are  as  sick  of  wars  as  the  peoples  are. 
And  it  was  expected  that  the  establishment 
of  good  will  among  men  would  come  through 
the  establishment  of  a  universal  religion.  That 
is  what  the  first  part  of  the  angels’  excla- 
matlon— “Glory  to  God  in  the  highest”— 
meant.  And,  of  course,  that  is  clearly  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  passages  from  Micah  and  Isaiah 
referred  to  above. 

The  only  religion  of  the  world  which  de¬ 
serves  to  become  the  world  religion  is  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  Jesus  Christ — not  so  much  the  re¬ 
ligion  about  Jesus  Christ.  But  it  is  so  hard 
to  get  the  religion  of  Jesus  accepted  by  peo¬ 
ples  and  nations.  Christian  nations  do  as 
much  and  as  brutal  fighting  as  any  other. 
I  do  not  believe  that  Jesus  was  an  absolute 
pacifist — that  is,  would  oppose  war  under 
every  circumstance;  But  I  do  know  that 
His  purpose  was  to  prevent  all  war-provoking 
circumstances  among  those  people  who  ac¬ 
cepted  His  religion.  But  instead  of  honest- 
to- goodness  good  will  among  Christians  so- 
called,  we  find  much  cutthroat  competition, 
ill-will,  suspicion,  mistrust,  and  the  like  which 
practically  neutralize  all  the  good  will  that 
may  exist.  The  fault  is  with  us  so-called 
Christians,  and  not  with  Jesus  Christ  and  His 
religion.  Before  permanent  universal  peace 
can  come,  the  nations  will  have  to  come  to 
Jesus  truly. 

SAM  HUSTOir  COLLEGE. 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessox  Foa  Sunday,  Decembea  26,  1927 
"Oood  tidings  of  great  joy  which  shall  be  to 
all  people” 

(By  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

Christmas  is  the  happiest  day  in  all  the 
Christian  calendar.  Christ  was  born  not  only 
to  the  Holy  Virgin,  but  to  all  the  world. 
“Thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus,  because  he 
shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins,”  and  in 
all  the  world  it  has  been  found  that  “there  is 
life  for  a  look  at  the  Crucified  One.”  Where- 
ever  this  message  of  hope  has  been  carried 
and  men  have  accepted  Christ,  they  have 
found  Him  the  savior  from  all  sin,  and  the 
Prince  of  Peace  to  all  mankind. 

This  peace  is  too  little  known  in  Christian 
lands,  and  is  not  known  at  all  in  heathen 
lands,  where  there  is  no  hope,  and  they  are 
without  God  revealed  in  Christ.  In  Africa 
the  native  is  in  constant  fear  of  evil  spirits 
and  what  they  may  do  to  him.  In  China 
there  is  a  constant  dread  of  devils.  In  In¬ 
dia  there  is  a  hopeless  state  of  transmigra¬ 
tion  to  look  forward  to.  How  changed  is 
the  outlook  to  all  of  these  and  millions  of 
others  when  the  Christmas  message  reaches 
them! 

The  coming  of  Jesus  was  a  distinct  honor 
to  motherhood.  Mary  was  the  center  of  ad¬ 
miration,  and  has  been  greatly  honored  in 
the  church  since  that  day  because  she  was  the 
earth  mother  of  the  Son  of  God.  In  heathen 
lands  women  are  looked  down  upon,  and 
motherhood  is  not  revered.  Only  where  Christ 
is  known  have  women  come  to  their  rightful 
lace,  and  mothers  are  revered  as  they  should 
e.  What  would  the  Christmas  be  in  a  home 
without  a  mother?  Only  those  among  us  can 
tell  whose  mothers  have  gone  to  be  with  God. 
Heathenism  has  no  Christian  motherhood. 

The  shepherds  were  first  to  receive  the 
Christmas  message.  They  were  of  the  agri¬ 
cultural  or  laboring  class.  The  shadows  of 
their  watching  were  turned  away  while 
heaven’s  glory  shown  about  them,  and  they 
heard  the  voice  and  then  the  singing  of  the 
heavenly  chorus,  and  they  were  honored  with 
the  first  visit  to  the  infant  Christ.  To-day 
Christmas  means  most  to  the  common  peo¬ 
ple.  It  would  mean  so  much  more  to  all  the 
poor  of  earth  if  they  only  knew.  Shall  we 
not  tell  the  news? 

GAMMON  SEMINAHT. 


Epworth  League  Topic 

DECEMBER  26 

By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Haywood,  D.D. 
CARRYING  CHRISTMAS  AROUND  THE  WORLD 


(Isaiah 

,  Who  are  some  of  the  folks  to  whom  we 
ought  to  carry  Christmas? 

1.  To  all  those  who  propose  giving  presents. 

Christmas  has  come  to  be  a  great  “show 
off”  time  with  us.  Each  of  us  is  trying  to 
out-do  the  other  in  the  matter  of  giving  pres¬ 
ents.  Our  day  is  a  time  of  great  economic 
hypocrisy.  Each  fellow  wants  the  other  to 
believe  that  he  is  prosperous  and  opulent. 
In  order  to  make  this  impression,  we  are 
buying  costly  automobiles,  fur  coats,  and,  at 
Christmas  time,  expensive  presents.  People 
of  two  thousand  dollar  income  are  living  on 
a  six  thousand  dollar  scale.  A  friend  of  mine 
was  talking  to  me  the  other  day  about  a  young 
professional  man.  This  man  has  had  for  the 
past  five  or  six  years  an  income  of  ten  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  An  accident  befell  him  not 
long  since,  and  he  will  be  incapacitated  for 
a  long  while.  He  faces  this  period  of  dis¬ 
ability  without  a  dollar  in  reserve.  He  does 
not  even  have  accident  insurance  in  force. 
All  of  this  ten  thousand  dollar  income  has 
been  spent  in  a  flash  that  was  designed  to  im¬ 
press  other  people.  This  sort  of  spirit  has 
infected  Christmas  giving.  The  message  of 
the  real  Christmas  needs  to  be  carried  anew 
to  those  of  us  who  strain  our  very  insides  to 
make  costly  gifts  at  Christmas.  “Let  us  be- 


9.  6,  7) 

gin  this  year  the  crusade  for  a  Christmas 
that  shall  be  Christian. 

2.  To  the  poor  and  unfortunate. 

The  real  Christmas  spirit  will  send  us  in 
search  of  these.  These  are  the  folks  who 
brought  Christ  into  the  world.  If  instead  of 
sending  a  gift  to  our  high-toned  friends  we 
send  something  worth  while  to  the  struggling 
family  that  lives  around  the  corner,  we  shall 
be  keeping  a  real  Christmas.  It  will  be  a 
capital  thing  if  your  chapter  plans  to  take 
the  real  Christmas  to  the  less  fortunate  of 
your  community.  Forget  the  “big  bugs”  for 
the  while.  Go  into  the  alleys  where  there 
are  little  shacks  with  rags  and  newspapers 
stuck  into  the  broken  window  panes.  Hunt 
out  these  people,  who  are  pinched  so  hard 
by  penury  that  the  have  all  but  lost  hope; 
who  get  such  little  notice  from  the  church 
that  they  are  beginning  genuinely  to  doubt 
that  there  is  anything  in  organized  Christian¬ 
ity.  Would  that  we  might  begin  this  Christ¬ 
mas,  in'  all  of  our  chapters,  to  redeem  our 
Christmas  from  that  paganism  which  now 
prostitutes  it,  and  reclaim  it  for  Him  over 
whose  manger  cradle  the  angels  sang  “Gloria 
in  Excelsis.” 

MOBOAN  COLLEGE. 
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Little  Rock  Conference 
Appointments 

(Names  of  supplies  in  parentheses) 


LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT 
W.  S.  Shekull,  District  Superintendent 
4)128  West  17th  Street,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Altheimer,  H.  Allbright.  Avery  and  Du¬ 
mas  (A.  G.  Tilman).  Boydell  Mission  (A. 
N.  Coleman).  Carthage  and  Bunn,  R.  J. 
Tolhert.  Dermott  and  Eudora,  J.  M.  Smith. 
Gould  and  Maroney,  J.  A.  Brooks.  Hensley 
Ct.,  John  Oliver.  Hermitage  and  Johns ville, 
J.  W.  Johnson.  Holly  Springs  and  Jacinto 
(W.  T.  Bowen).  Little  Rock:  Duncan 
Chapel,  C.  H.  Brooks;  Wesley  Chapel,  J.  C. 
Brower,  C.  T.  Nelson;  White  Chapel,  Silas 
McDonald,  W.  H.  D.  Bfight.  Little  Rock 
Ct.,  Hayward  Bright.  Malvern  and  Fordyce, 

R.  B.  Fagan.  McGehee,  W.  D.  Lester.  New 
Edinburg  Ct.,  A.  H.  Harris.  Pine  Bluff-St. 
James,  Z.  R.  Fields.  Pine  Bluff  Ct.,  B.  F. 
Young.  Rison  and  Peace  (to  be  supplied). 
Sweet  Home,  W.  O.  Thomas.  Warren  (to 
be  supplied). 

FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT 
J.  H.  Hatchett,  District  Superintendent, 
Box  708,  Forrest  City,  Ark. 

Augusta  and  Auvergne,  J.  E.  Adams. 
Batesville  J.  S.  Stokes.  Brassfield  and  Duval 
Bluff,  E.  A.  Nunn.  Brickeys  and  Kokomo, 

R.  B.  Maxwell.  Brinkley  and  Pin  Rose,  N. 
W.  Holland.  Brinkley  Ct.,  C.  H.  Thompson. 
Caldwell  Ct.,  Fletcher  Smith.  Clarendon,  A. 

S.  Miller.  Cotton  Plant,  A.  T.  Stephens. 
Crawfordsville  Ct.,  B.  T.  Tucker.  Forrest 
City  and  Newcastle,  S.  N.  Thomas.  Helena, 
W.  M.  Moore.  Hughes  Ct.,  W.  S.  J.  Don¬ 
aldson.  Hunter  Ct.,  C.  H.  Howell.  Marianna 
and  Scott  Valley,  B.  F.  Scott.  Marianna  Ct., 
W.  A.  Smith.  Marvell,  J.  W.  Winston.  Mar¬ 
vell  Mission,  (P.  H.  Wade).  Moro  and  Davis, 
(C.  B.  Banks).  Newport  and  Jacksonport, 
L.  E.  Neal.  Oneida,  G.  W.  Weir.  Osceola 


BEAUMONT  DISTRICT 
J.  W.  Gilder,  District  Superintendent 
Beaumont:  McCabe,  F.  D.  Mayes;  St. 
James,  E.  O.  Woolfolk.  Camilla  Ct.,  J.  A. 
Daniels.  Campground-Dodge,  E.  C.  Ransom. 
Conroe  Ct.,  W.  W.  White.-  Corrigan-Lufkin, 
Z.  A.  Batiste.  Hemphill  Ct.,  W.  L.  Sonier. 
Huntsville  Ct.,  D.  A.  Runnels.  Huntsville, 
Trinity,  N  N.  Sawyer.  Jasper-Newton,  A.  D. 
Phelps.  Keefer-Japan,  B.  H.  Chryar.  Liv¬ 
ingston  Ct.,  G.  W.  Carter.  Montgomery  Ct., 
W.  W.  Johns.  Liberty  Ct.,  G.  C.  Curtis.  On- 
alaska  Ct.,  D.  C.  Battle.  Orange  (Salem), 

G.  E.  D.  Belcher.  Port  Arthur  (St.  Paul), 
W.  D.  Lewis.  Willis  Ct.,  B.  F.  Jackson. 
Silsbee,  L.  A.  Thigpen. 

HOUSTON  DISTRICT 
J.  S.  Scott,  District  Superintendent 
'  Anahuac  Ct.,  C.  Davenport.  Angleton  Ct., 
R.  H.  Warren.  Dickson,  L.  B.  Allen.  Free¬ 
port,  Tim  Stewart.  Galveston:  St.  Paul,  W. 

H.  Hightower;  Wesley  Tabernacle,  E.  W. 
Kelly.  Houston:  Asbury,  S.  W.  Johnson; 
Boynton,  T.  M.  Jackson;  Ebenezer,  E.  Mich- 
eaux;  Grace,  (F.  T.  Lee);  Mallalieu,  C.  H. 
Pemilton.  Mt.  Vernon,  A.  W.  Carr.  St. 
James,  E.  H.  Holden.  St.  Marks,  E.  W. 
Summers;  Sloan  Memorial,  R.  B.  Reid.  Trin¬ 
ity,  J.  H.  Lovell.  Trinity  East,  A.  W.  Har¬ 
ley.  Goose  Creek,  W.  A.  Fortson.  Port 
Houston,  Edgar  Thomas.  Richmond-Kendle- 
ton,  A.  F.  Johnson.  Rosenberg,  R.  C.  Col¬ 
lins.  Spring  and  Humble,  G.  C.  Curtis. 
Sweeney,  Allen  Harris.  Thompson,  Monroe 
Cole.  Texas  City  and  Laporte,  .Wm.  White. 

MARSHALL  DISTRICT 
A.  J.  Newton,  District  Superintendent 
Daingerfleld,  J.  P.  Belcher.  Harleton,  J. 
P.  Patrick.  Hawkins,  J.  E.  Epperson.  Jef¬ 
ferson,  Jas.  Hants.  Lassater,  M.  Q.  A.  Fuller. 


and  Blythevllle,  to  be  supplied.  Palestine  Ct., 
William  Speed.  Sydney,  (C.  L.  Kyles). 

FORT  SMITH  DISiTRICT 
J.  L.  Bryan,  District  Superintendent, 
Box  333,  Conway,  Ark. 
Bentonville,  I.  P.  Parker.  Center  Ridge 
and  Cleveland,  A.  A.  Cooper.  Conway  Ct., 
M.  C.  McCroskey.  Danville  and  Plain  Ct., 
A.  L.  Buchanan.  Fayetteville,  A.  R.  Ray. 
Fort  Smith,  B.  F.  Neal.  Little  Maumel  and 
Mark  Chapel,  P.  F.  Scruggs.  Lonoke  Ct., 
J.  H.  Henry.  Marche  and  Bullocks,  J.  L. 
Nelson.  Morrilton  Ct.,  G.  A.  Hall.  North 
Little  Rock:  Adams  Chapel,  F.  J.  Clark;  Mc¬ 
Cabe,  (B.  Moses).  Rolans  Ct.,  S.  B.  Branch. 
Solgohachia,  M.  H.  Thompson.  Van  Buren, 
L  G.  Hodges.  West  Rock,  (J.  C.  Tyrus). 

HOT  SPRINGS  DISTRICT 
W.  C.  Rivers,  District  Superintendent, 
1217  W.  20th  Street,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Caddo  Gap  and  Glen  wood,  J.  H.  Richard¬ 
son.  Center  Point  and  Muddy  Fork,  M.  F. 
Strong.  Clow  and  Clow  Ct.,  W.  H.  Hannah. 
Hope  and  Saratoga,  C.  H.  Dorsley.  Horatio 
and  Wilton,  H.  D.  E.  Harris.  Hot  Springs, 

T.  H.  Wyatt.  Lewisville  and  Shady  Grove, 
Jas.  Braxter.  Locksburg:  Macedonia,  W.  M. 
Green;  Mt.  Carmel  and  De  Queen,  L.  C.  Wil¬ 
liams.  Murfreesboro  and  Bengin,  B.  F.  Lit¬ 
tlejohn.  Paraloma,  A.  C.  Cabean.  Stamps 
and  Canfield,  G.  G.  Troupe.  Texarkana,  P. 
H.  Myers. 


J.  M.  Cox,  president  emeritus  Philander 
Smith  College. 

L.  M.  McCoy,  president  Rust  College. 

W.  H.  Simpson,  Conference  evangelist. 

M.  M.  Mllburn,  professor  Extension  De¬ 
partment,  Philander  Smith  College. 


Longview,  A.  R.  Luster.  Lodi  Ct.,  R.  Hil¬ 
lary.  Marshall:  Ebenezer,  J.  O.  Williams; 
Mallalieu,  J.  F.  Barnes.  Marshall  Ct.,  L.  S. 
Lamb.  Mineola  Ct.,  Wm.  Mack.  Ore  City, 
T.  S.  Scott.  Pittsburg,  Jas.  Clark.  Queen 
City,  K.  S.  E.  Henry.  Smithland  Ct.,  S.  D. 
Hackett.  St.  James,  (Paul  Pitts).  Tex¬ 
arkana,  L.  A.  Greenwood.  Texarkana  Ct.,  N. 


Little  Stories 

What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Pope,  Tenn. — Howard  Chapel:  The  Rev. 
L.  C.  Maple  and  wife  filled  an  appointment 
at  this  place,  November  27.  He  preached 
two  splendid  sermons,  and  the  collection  for 
the  day  was  $8.30.  We  are  indeed  glad  to 
welcome  the  Rev.  Maple  and  his  wife  into  our 
midst.  We  are  striving  to  make  this  a  suc¬ 
cessful  year. — Reporter. 

Dover,  Tenn. — Sunday,  November  20,  was 
a  great  day.  Our  Sunday  school  was  well 
attended,  and  at  11  o’clock  the  new  pastor. 
Rev.  E.  T.  Ervin,  preached  a  great  sermon. 
We  as  members  are  glad  to  say  that  the  Rev. 
Ervin  is  a  great  preacher,  and  we  feel  that 
under  his  leadership  much  will  be  accom¬ 
plished  this  Conference  year. — Mrs.  Live 
Skinner,  Reporter. 

Winona,  Miss. — Shady  Grove  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  on  the  Kilmichael  circuit, 
five  miles  north  of  Kilmichael,  was  totally 
destroyed  by  fire  on  Monday,  November  7. 
It  caught  from  the  schoolhouse,  which  was 
about  twenty  yards  away.  The  school  was 
in  session  at  the  time  of  the  fire.  This 


T.  Mitchell.  Woodlawn,  W.  M.  Brisby.  Was- 
kom,  V.  T.  Hickman. 

NAVASOTA  DISTRICT 
T.  S.  Pryor,  District  Superintendent  ' 
Anderson  Ct.,  J.  E.  Beal.  Bedill,  O.  C. 
Tolbert.  Brenham,  H.  J.  Johnson.  Brenham 
Ct.,  Chas.  Wofford.  Brookshire,  (J.  H. 
Richards).  Caldwell,  M.  B.  Evans.  East 
Hempstead,  M.  M.  Muldrew.  Hempstead,  L. 

V.  Harrison.  Hufsmlth  Ct.,  B.  E.  Williams. 
Madisonville  Ct.,  W.  L.  McDonald.  Millican 
Ct.,  John  L.  White.  Navasota,  E.  F.  Jack- 
son.  Navasota  Ct.,  J.  C.  Beal.  Sealey  Ct., 
A.  A.  Frank.  Singleton  Mission,  (David 
Loud).  Stoneham  Ct.,  P.  Edwards. 

PALESTINE  DISTRICT 
W.  R.  Robinson,  District  Superintendent 
Bethlehem,  H.  Garrett.  Bryan,  J.  L.  Blue. 
Bryan  Ct.,  G.  L.  Loud.  Buffalo  Ct.,  J.  H. 
Marshall.  East  Calvary  Ct.,  S.  M.  Adams. 
East  Mexia,  C.  L.  Hill.  Fairfield,  R.  R. 
Bailey.  Hearne,  M.  C.  Gillispie.  Jackson¬ 
ville  Ct.,  Henry  Young.  Jewett  Ct.,  W.  A. 
Parham.  Leona  Ct.,  L.  L.  Gabriel.  Lovelady 
Ct.,  T.  H.  Edwards.  Normangee  Ct.,  C.  C. 
Sapp.  Oakwood  Ct.,  G.  M.  Stewart.  Pales¬ 
tine,  J.  C:  Stripling.  Palestine  Ct.,  J.  K. 
Keeton.  Streetman,  A.  C.  Collins.  Sutton, 
to  be  supplied.  Teague  Ct.,  C.  H.  Baker. 
Thornton  Ct.,  Eldridge  Hunter.  Tyler  Ct., 
Wm.  Brooks. 

PARIS  DISTRICT 
J.  H.  Anthony,  District  Superintendent 
Badgwell  Ct.,  E.  Hobbs.  Clarksville,  J.  E. 
Carraway.  Freehope  Ct.,  J.  H.  Mann.  Green¬ 
ville,  W.  D.  Washington.  Honey  Grove,  J. 
E.  Wilson.  Medill  and  Arthur  City  Ct,  A. 
C.  Crawford.  Paris,  D.  D.  Dyer.  Paris  Ct., 

W.  A.  Wells.  Sulphur  Springs,  (T.  R.  Rose). 
Terrell  and  Rosse,  J.  H.  Doakes.  Cedar  Hill, 
(Matt  Lee).  Bogat  and  Silvan,  to  be  sup¬ 
plied. 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS 
W.  J.  King,  professor  in  Gammon  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary;  member  of  Trinity,  Houston, 
Quarterly  Conference. 

M.  W.  Dogan,  president  of  Wiley  College; 
member  of  Ebenezer,  Marshall,  Quarterly 
Conference. 

J.  L.  Farmer,  professor  in  Sam  Houston 
College;  member  of  Ebenezer,  Marshall, 
Quarterly  Conference. 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Carr,  secretary  Woman’s  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Society. 

Mrs.  K.  E.  Summers,  State  president 
Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

Mrs.  J.  O.  Williams,  corresponding  secre¬ 
tary  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society. 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Robinson,  president  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society. 


was  a  very  good  church,  valued  at  about 
$2,000.  We  hope  to  rebuild  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture. — W.  S.  Leake,  Pastor. 

Jasper,  Ala. — We  are  proud  of  our  new 
pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Johns.  He  is  an  able 
preacher,  and  we  thank  the  bishop  for  sending 
him  to  us  for  this  Conference  year.  We  are 
going  to  do  our  best  to  bring  up  a  round 
report  for  this  Conference  year.  The  Rev. 
Johns  preached  on  Sunday,  November  20, 
from  St.  John  9.  4,  to  the  delight  of  all  who 
heard  him.  Mrs.  Williams  rendered  two  solos. 
She  is  teaching  in  our  city  this  year. — Millie 
Mae  Hill,  Reporter. 

Benton,  Miss. — Benton  Circuit:  Our  fall 
drive  was  a  financial  success.  On  October 
5  we  raised  $170.  Twelve  clubs  reported. 

A.  J.  Pickett  raised  the  highest  amount,  with 
Mrs.  Mollie  Walker  a  close  second.  At  Wes¬ 
ley  we  had  three  clubs :  Red,  White,  and  Blue. 
Reds,  Mrs.  Georgia  Kirk,  .$67;  Blues,  Mrs. 
M.  E.  Wilburn,  .$66;  Whites,  Mrs.  Hattie 
Holmes,  $62;  total  for  Wesley,  $195;  grand 
total,  ^66.  The  pastor  and  superintendent 
have  been  paid  in  full  for  the  year. — Sydney 
Kirk,  Reporter.  1 

Marion,  N.  C. — Addie’s  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church: '  From  October  12-24,  our 


Texas  Conference  Appointments 
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of  Achievement 
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pastor  conducted  a  campaign  to  save  souls, 
and  nineteen  persons  joined  the  church.  On 
October  16,  the  pastor  was  at  his  best  and 
preached  a  great  sermon.  At  %  P.  M.  the 
Rev.  Spralling,  of  Asheville,  N.  C.,  pastor  of 
the  Zion  Church,  preached  with  great  power. 
The  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  to 
ninety-six  persons,  and  $i6  was  raised  during 
the  meeting.  Our  pastor  closed  a  great  year’s 
work. — Reporter. 

Temple,  Oa. — Sunday  was  a  great  day  at 
this  place.  At  9.40  A.  M.  Sunday  school  was 
opened  by  the  superintendent,  W.  A.  Luke, 
which  was  well  atended  and  well  conducted 
by  tne  teachers.  We  raised  $10.30.  At  11.30 
A.  M.  the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  C.  Cunningham, 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon.  Unit  lead¬ 
ers  reported  $26.80.  The  evening  service  was 
conducted  by  Bro.  T.  R.  Hall,  W.M.,  of 
F.  and  A.  A.  M.,  No.  16.  Amount  raised, 
$10.02.  Total  raised  during  the  day,  $46.62. 
We  are  ready  for  Conference. — W.  A.  Luke, 
Reporter. 

Lake  Arthur,  La. — We,  the  members  of 
Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  are 
very  grateful  to  Bishop  R.  E.  Jones  for  ap¬ 
pointing  as  our  pastor  the  Rev.  P.  M.  Jones. 
We  are  proud  of  him,  and  our  church  has 
taken  on  new"  life.  All  auxiliaries  are  well 
organised,  and  are  at  work.  Fourteen  mem¬ 
bers  have  been  added  to  the  church  during  the 
short  time  the  Rev.  Jones  has  been  with  us. 
Plans  have  been  made  to  remodel  our  church 
and  to  install  electric  light.  The  Rev.  Jones 
and  his  wife  are  assets  to  our  church  and 
city. — Anthony  Ranson,  Reporter. 

Huntsville,  Ala. — Our  church  is  putting  on 
new  life  under  the  leadership  of  our  pastor, 
the  Rev.  C.  P.  Payne.  The  attendance  has 
increased  at  both  churches,  and  plans  are 
set  for  a  new  building  at  Cedar  Grove.  The 
Rev.  Payne  is  proud  of  his  membership,  and 
we  are  proud  of  him.  We  feel  sure  of  suc¬ 
cess  this  year.  We  hope  to  entertain  the 
District  Conference  next  summer.  The  Rev. 
Payne  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon,  Sun¬ 
day,  from  Heb.  12.  1.  Under  the  leadership 
of  our  good  pastor  and  his  loving  wife,  who 
is  a  faithful  worker,  success  will  be  ours. — 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Lanier,  Reporter. 

Shubuta,  Miss. — A  great  revival  was  held 
at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  K.  H.  Robert,  who 
preached  strong  sermons.  On  Thursday  night, 
the  Rev.  Rush,  of  Tribulation  Baptist  Church, 
and  congregation,  worshipped  with  us. 
Twelve  were  added  to  the  church,  and  one 
infant  was  baptized.  We  raised  during  the 
meeting,  $100.16.  At  the  close  of  the  revival 
a  storm  struck  the  church,  and  many  pounds 
of  select  groceries  were  laid  on  the  table. 
We  wish  to  thank  all  visiting  churches  for 
their  co-operation.  God  bless  the  service. — 
Rev.  G.  W.  Johnson,  Pastor;  Mary  F.  Mc¬ 
Carty,  Reporter. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. — On  Sunday,  November  20, 
Warren  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
visited  by  the  editor  of  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate,  Dr,  L.  H.  King,  who 
preached  two  wonderful  sermons ;  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  “Love  Thyself’ ;  and  in  the  evening,  “Fol¬ 
low  Me.”  On  Monday  night  he  gave  us  one 
of  his  famous  lectures,  and  through  the  efforts 
of  the  Silver  Leaf  Club  of  this  church,  we 
were  able  to  present  Dr.  King  with  thirty-five 
subscriptions,  and  we  hope  that  we  will  be 
able  to  add  to  this  list.  The  Silver  Leaf  Club 
was  very  pleased  to  have  had  Dr.  King,  and 
at  any  time  he  can  come  to  us,  we  will  be 
glad  to  have  him. — Silver  I^eaf  Club. 

Brinkley,  Ark. — The  sisters  of  Beauty  Spot 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Brinkley  circuit, 
cast  about  in  their  minds  for  a  plan  to  raise 
money  for  the  trustees,  and  decided  upon  a 
sermon.  Hence,  on  November  14,  the  Rev. 
Chandler,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  preached  a 
soul-stirring  sermon  from  Gen.  19.  16.  We 
collected  $19.  Mesdames  C.  A.  Hall,  L.  E. 
Brooks,  M.  L.  Moore,  N.  J.  Watson,  and 
Messrs.  John  Macon,  P.  Wilson,  J.  Watson, 
H.  B.  Brazmon,  J.  Watson,  K.  C.  Creighton, 
and  the  Rev.  David  James  paid  $1  each;  pub¬ 
lic  collection,  $8.  We  went  home,  feeling  that 
our  souls  had  been  revived,  and  our  treasure 
ceplenished. — N.  J.  Watson,  Reporter. 


DeKalb,  Miss. — On  the  second  Sunday  in 
October  the  good  people  of  New  Hope  Church 
conducted  a  pastor’s  rally,  a  contest  among 
the  men,  women,  and  children.  Captain  for 
tne  women,  Bro.  S.  S.  Still,  reported  $60;  cap- 
tain  for  the  men,  Bro.  G.  W.  Adam,  $28; 
captain  for  the  children  under  twelve  years 
of  a^,  Willie  Lee  Cole,  $2.16.  The  rally  was 
continued  until  the  fourth  Sunday.  Total  re¬ 
port  of  New  Hope  was  $97.66.  The  same 
rally  was  conducted  at  St.  Mark.  Bro.  G. 
W.  Fox,  representing  the  women,  raised 
$32.36;  Bro.  H.  Jack,  representing  the  men, 
$18.76;  total,  $61.11;  grand  total,  $148.76. — 
Reporter. 

Friendship,  Tenn. — Mays  Grove  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  Our  rally  was  a  great  suc¬ 
cess,  conducted  on  Novemoer  20,  under  the 
leadership  of  our  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  L.  P. 
M.  Robertson,  who  preached  the  morning  ser¬ 
mon  from  Neh.  4.  6;  text,  “Let  us  rise  up 
and  build  the  room,  for  the  people  have  a 
mind  to  work”;  subject,  “Work.”  This  was 
a  soul-stirring  sermon.  Collection  for  the 
morning  amounted  to  $11.  Dinner  was  served 
after  the  morning  service,  and  at  3.30  P.  M. 
the  Rev.  I.  R.  Sumner  preached  for  the 
Ladies’  Aid  a  very  able  sermon.  Collection, 
$7.10.  We  are  moving  along  nicely  with  our 
work  here,  and  hope  for  a  very  successful 
Conference  year. — Ida  Moore,  Reporter. 

Spring  Hill,  Tenn. — The  Rev.  A.  Springer, 
pastor  of  Spring  Hill  Church,  and  members, 
were  invited  on  Monday  night,  November  14, 
to  take  part  in  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  Rev.  G.  Thompson,  pastor  of  the  Primi¬ 
tive  Baptist  Church;  Bro.  H.  McCollum,  as¬ 
sistant  pastor.  Those  participating,  were: 
the  Revs.  T.  J.  Patton,  A.  Springer,  D.  R. 
Houston  and  wife;  J.  Brown,  of  Nashville; 
Mrs.  A.  Turner,  of  Spring  Hill;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sneg  Barns,  Mrs.  N.  Brown,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  Davis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Bagas,  Mrs. 
Berry,  and  others.  This  meeting  will  ever 
live  in  the  memory  of  those  who  were  present. 
A  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  H. 
Comiton  from  John  6.  32. — Mrs.  M.  Garett, 
Reporter. 

Bolton,  Miss. — We  are  proud  to  report  that 
our  church  and  community  are  alive;  we  have 
a  wide-awake  Sunday  school,  with  an  efiB- 
cient  corps  of  teachers.  Our  fourth  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference  was  held  October  22  at  Bol¬ 
ton.  Dr.  Ross,  our  much  loved  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  preached  a  very  impressive  ser¬ 
mon.  We  raised  the  quarterly  assessments 
for  the  year,  and  we  have  also  raised  $69.10 
to  repaint  our  church,  and  $70  for  the  pas¬ 
tor.  Our  Rosenwa}d  School  is  about  com¬ 
pleted.  It  is  a  very  nice  three-room  build¬ 
ing  that  will  be  a  credit  to  the  church  and 
community.  It  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $2,200, 
of  which  a  very  small  part  remains  unpaid. 
Pray  for  our  success,  that  we  may  do  more 
for  the  church  and  the  uplift  of  humanity. — 
Addie  Wells,  Reporter. 

Nashville,  Tenn. — We  are  still  alive.  On 
November  2,  the  District  Meeting  was  held  at 
Gordon  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  all 
district  superintendents  present,  and  several 
ministers  of  the  various  charges,  and  their 
wives.  The  good  members  and  friends  sur¬ 
prised  the  pastor  and  wife,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
H.  P.  Gordon,  with  a  miscellaneous  shower. 
They  were  escorted  to  the  basement  by  Mrs. 
Mariah  Dobspn,  and  after  a  few  remarks  by 
Mrs.  Lanier,  who  made  the  presentation,  the 
pastor  and  wife  thanked  their  members  and 
friends  for  their  kindness.  On  November  21 
the  revival  at  Gordon  began,  conducted  by 
District  Superintendent  W.  B.  Crenshaw. 
We  are  hoping  and  praying  for  a  successful 
year’s  work.  The  young  people  are  alive, 
and  are  doing  a  wonderful  work  for  the  Mas¬ 
ter’s  cause.  We  wish  to  thank  the  Rev.  H. 
A.  Boyd  for  donating  $60  on  our  pews. — 
Mrs.  Fruzie  A.  Vaughter,  Reporter. 

Clinton,  La. — We  are  glad  to  have  the  Rev. 
G.  W.  Sanders  with  us  at  St.  Peter  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Immediately  after 
Conference  he  began  to  organize  the  church. 
On  November  10  a  storm  party  came  to  the 
church,  and  more  than  100  pounds  of  choice 
groceries  and  a  small  purse  were  given  to 
the  pastor.  The  party  was  led  by  Sister 
Hayes,  Ada  Travis,  W.  Buchannon,  and  a 
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DONT  FORGET 

To  tell  Santa  Claus  to  include  some  yearly 
subscriptions  to 

THE  CLASSMATE 

among  your  Christmas  gifts.  This  would 
make  a  particularly  fine  present  for  a 
shut-in.  Think  of  the  cheer  it  would 
bring  each  week  for  fifty-two  weeks. 

The  Christmas  number  is  always  especially 
attractive.  The  treasures  it  contains  are 
too  good  to  keep  hidden  until  December 
Z3th  so  we  are  “letting  you  in"  on  this 
secret.  Here  are  some  of  them: 

“Tbe  Subilitnt*  Santa  Oant,”  a  story  by  Rebecca 
Trail  Hodges. 

‘Tangnaa  ai  Man,”  from  the  pen  of  Sylvia  C. 
Bates. 

"Camala  at  BatUahani,"  by  L.  Mitchell  Thornton, 
“Candla-Ughtad  Faces,”  by  Gertrude  W.  Robin¬ 
son — two  lovely  bits  of  verse. 

“How  Chriatmas  Fond  dM  WUo  Hanss,”  by  Uthai 
Vincent  Wilcox. 

Christmas  is  so  close  that  you  had  better 
mail  your  order  today  if  you  want  The 
Classmate  to  arrive  on  time. 

This  “messenger  of  cheer”  costs  but  $i.oo 
for  single,  annual  subscriptions.  To 
schools  it  is  priced  at  xo  cents  a  quarter; 

75  cents  a  year. 

If  you  arc  not  acquainted  with  The  Class¬ 
mate,  send  for  a  free  sample  copy.  Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

CINCINNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chicago  Boston  Detroit  Pittsburgh  I 
Kansas  City  San  Francisco  Portland,  Ora.  I 
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host  of  others.  God  bless  these  good  people. 
On  November  11  the  first  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  was  held  by  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Reddix.  All 
officers  were  present  with  good  reports,  which 
showed  that  the  work  had  taken  on  new  life 
under  the  leadership  of  the  new  pastor.  The 
Rev.  Reddix,  in  his  usual  way,  talked  on  the 
program  of  the  church,  and  was  well  pleased 
with  the  spirit  manifested  in  church  work. 
Collection  was  good.  We  have  raised  in  the 
two  weeks  since  Conference,  $46.35.  Pray 
for  us.  We  are  planning  great  things  for 
St.  Peter  this  year. — W.  Beachem,  Reporter. 

Troy,  Mo. — We  are  striving  to  make  this  a 
successful  year.  The  church  membership  is 
working  together,  toward  this  end.  The  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Smith,  is  endeavoring  to 
lead  his  followers  in  the  right  way  in  putting 
over  the  church  program  in  all  of  its  depart¬ 
ments.  The  home-coming  harvest  festival, 
an  annual  affair,  held  October  24-29,  achieved 
an  unusual  success  in  a  financial  way.  Our 
speakers  on  that  occasion  were  the  Rev.  A. 
H.  Higgs,  of  Mexico;  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Webster, 
district  superintendent;  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Bishop, 
and  the  pastor.  The  choir  gave  each  evening 
a  musical  program,  which  was  excellent.  Mrs. 
Carrie  Robinson  is  president;  Mrs.  Viola 
Hammond,  vice-president;  Prof.  H.  M.  Cook, 
field  secretary  and  treasurer.  During  the 
week  previous  to  the  homecoming,  the  pastor 
and  two  officials  (Mr.  Gates  Anderson  and 
Johnie  Robinson)  painted  the  parsonage. 
Which  gave  luster  and  beauty  to  our  church 
property.  On  Thanksgiving  Day  we  held  our 
services  at  10.46.  The  pastor  preached  an 
excellent  sermon  from  the  text,  “But  we  are 
bound  to  give  thanks  always  to  God.  In 
everything  give  thanks,  for  this  is  the  will  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus  concerning  you.”  We 
are  now  in  a  campaign  to  raise  the  last  $200 
on  our  church  debt.  We  expect  to  dedicate 
the  church  soon,  and  have  invited  Bishop  M. 
W.  Clair  to  hold  the  service. — Miss  H.  Por¬ 
ter,  Reporter. 

Abingdon,  Va. — Charles  Wesley  Mefhodist 
Episcopal  Church:  At  the  seat  of  the  Annual 
Conference  at  Marion,  Va.,  through  our  de¬ 
sires  and  prayers,  the  bishop  returned  our 
dear,  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev.  F.  D.  Thomas. 
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We  as  members  have  begun  our  new  year’s 
work  with  the  highest  ambition  to  win  the 
race  that  is  set  l«fore  us.  On  return  from 
Conference,  the  pastor  called  his  official  board ' 
together  and  presented  them  a  written  prd-' 
gram  for  the  Conference  year,  which  was  in 
advance  of  any  previous  year,  and  the  board 
adopted  the  same.  All  the  auxiliaries  of 
the  church  have  met  and  formulated  plans 
for  the  ensuing  year.  All  have  made  an  ex¬ 
tensive  increase.  By  the  work  of  our  hands 
and  through  the  will  of  the  Almighty,  we  hope 
to  put  over  the  job  creditably.  Sunday,  Oc¬ 
tober  30,  our  superintendent,  the  Rev.  An¬ 
derson  Davis,  D.D.,  preached  a  wide-awake 
sermon.  Monday  night, '  October  31,  the  su¬ 
perintendent  held  his  first  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence,  with  all  officers  present  with  advanced 
reports  that  already  show  an  increase  in  work 
done.  After  the  Conference  the  Epworth 
League  gave  a  Halloween  social,  the  Epworth 
elaborately  arranged  by  Mesdames  Jennie 
Cook,  Mary  Newton,  Susie  Gary,  Isetta  Cot¬ 
ton,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Gary.  This  was  a  night 
of  much  pleasure  for  the  younger  children; 
they  dressed  in  costumes  to  portray  the  full 
meaning  of  the  occasion.  All  seemed  to  enjoy 
the  social  very  much. — Reporter- 

Marietta,  Ohio.— This  has  been,  and  yet  is, 
a  very  busy  and  promising  year  for  us.  Every 
member  is  much  interested  in  the  Kingdom 
interests  and  the  work  of  the  church  in  gen¬ 
eral.  JHuch  can  be  said  by  way  of  the  in¬ 
terest  shown  in  the  many  efforts  put  forth 
to  take  care  of  the  running  expenses,  old 
debt,  connectional  interests,  and  ministerial 
support.  The  Ladies’  Aid  is  a  very  vital 
factor  in  making  the  above  statement  true. 
They  certainly  are  the  pillars  and  working 
machinery  of  the  church.  Mrs.  Georgia  Car¬ 
ter,  the  efficient  president;  Mrs.  Esther  Cur¬ 
tis,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Blanch  Hawk,  secre¬ 
tary;  and  Mrs.  Mary  Carter,  treasurer,  cer¬ 
tainly  make  a  perfect  and  harmonious  staff, 
whose  leadership  is  bringing  much  good. 
Each  one  serves  her  place  efficiently.  Our 
second  quarterly  meeting  was  indeed  a  Pra- 
tecostal  blessing.  Dr.  Ferguson,  our  district 
superintendent,  gave  us  much  encouragement 
along  the  lines  of  our  work.  We  have  just 
closed  a  rally  which  netted  more  than  $160. 
Our  trustees  helped  to  make  this  rally  the 
success  it  was.  Much  praise  is  due  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Carter,  Hawk,  Curtis,  Poindexter, 
Justice,  and  Burk  for  their  help.  The  spirit¬ 
ual  life  of  the  church  is  Increasing.  We  have 
a  good  service,  and  the  gospel  message  is 
brought  to  the  people  each  Sunday.  The 
membership  has  increased,  children  are  bap¬ 
tized,  and  the  work  goes  well.  Our  Sunday 
school  is  progressing  nicely. — J.  A.  Walker, 
Pastor. 

Fairmont,  W.  Fa.— The  -city  of  Fairmont 
has  put  on  the  spiritual  glow  through  the 
great  revival  that  broke  out  at  the  Trinity 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  pastor 
and  members  held  a  series  of  prayer  and 
service  meetings,  and  then  called  in  Dr.  Wm. 
H.  Dean,  district  superintendent  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  District,  who  took  charge  of  the  re¬ 
maining  ten  days  of  the  meeting,  November 
13-22.  The  church  was  crowded  each  night 
to  hear  this  man  of  God,  one  among  our 
great  evangelists.  In  his  first  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  service.  Dr.  Dean  preached  to  a  group 
of  women  on  the  subject,  “Eve.”  Several 
women  surrendered  their  hearts  to  Christ.  In 
his  last  Sunday  afternoon  service  he  preached 
to  a  full  house  of  men  on  “Samson.”  It  was 
one  of  the  greatest  men’s  meetings  ever  wit¬ 
nessed.  Several  men  were  converted.  There 
were  sixty-three  accessions  during  the  entire 
services.  On  Monday  Dr.  Dean  addressed 
the  Ministerial  Union,  white.  They  asked 
what  was  the  secret  of  getting  such  great  re¬ 
sults  from  his  meetings.  Dr.  Dean’s  reply  was 
that  preaching  the  old-time  gospel,  and  let¬ 
ting  God  use  the  preacher,  and  having  back 
of  this  earnest  Christian  workers,  who  are 
actually  working  and  praying.  Dr.  I.  Gar¬ 
land  Penn  spoke  on  Sunday,  November  6,  in 
behalf  of  Morgan  College.  The  official  board 
has  agreed  to  raise  its  quota  for  Morgkn 
College  without  falling  behind  one  penny  in 
World  Service  giving. — Mrs.  Ellen  O.  Hunter, 
Reporter. 

Beaumont,  Texas. — The  Texas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  closed  its  annual  session  in  the  city 
of  Galveston,  Texas,  November  27.  Bishop 
R.  E.  Jones  presided.  It  was  said  to  have 
been  the  best  Conference  ever  held  in  Texas. 
The  officers  and  members  of  St.  James  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  thank  Bishop  Jones 
for  the  return  of  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  O. 
Woolfolk,  for  the  third  year.  The  old  saylhg, 
“When  dreams  come  true,”  has  been  justly 
manifested  in  the  two  years  Dr..  Woolfolk 
has  been  our  pastor.  The  Conference  year 
just  closed  revealed  the  fact  that  more  than 
$8,000  was  raised,  and  that  awful  debt  that 
has  been  resting  against  the  church  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  has  been  paid,  and  all  local  claims 
are  well  kept  up.  All  of  this  great  work 
was  accomplished  through  the  wise  leader¬ 
ship  of  Dr.  Woolfolk.  He  has  arranged  his 
plans  for  this  Conference  year,  and  we  are 
looking  forward  for  a  better  year’s  work. 
The  success  of  Dr.  Wolfolk’s  administration 
depends  largely  on  his  good  wife.  She  is  a 
preacher’s  wife  Jn  the  parsonage  and  in  the 
church  work.  The  choir,  with  its  president, 
Mr.  J.  L.  Kirkwood;  its  chorister,  Mrs.  E. 
Champ  Gordon;  and  its  pianist.  Miss  Ruth 
Grlmsted,  plans  to  keep  the  spiritual  tide  high 
with  its  singing  this  year.  Our  Sunday  school 
is  in  fine  shape  also.  Prof.  J.  H.  McGowan 
is  bringing  great  things  to  pass.  They  are 
now  arranging  for  the  Christmas  program, 
and  intend  to  make  it  a  grand  affair. — O.  B. 
Gibson,  Reporter. 


derstand  each  other  while  we  go  onward  in  ^^1 
the  service  of  the  Master. — J.  H.  Hatchett, 
District  Superintendent. 

FORT  SMITH  DISTRICT 
First  Boand— Danville  and  Plainview,  De¬ 
cember  17,  18;  Roland  and  Natural  Steps,  25, 

26;  Little  Maumelle  and  Mark’s  Chapel,  31 
to  January  1;  West  Rock,  1,  2;  Lonoke  Ct., 

7,  8;  North  Little  Rock,  Adams  Chapel,  16, 

16;  McCabe  Chapel,  16-17;  Marche  Ct.,  21,  22; 
Conway,  28,  29;  Morrillton  and  Springfield, 
February  4,  6;  Center  Ridge  and  Cleveland, 

11,  12;  Solgohachia,  12,  13;  Bentonville,  18, 

19;  Fayetteville,  26,  26;  Van  Buren,  March 
1-4;  Fort  Smith,  2-4.  Group  meetings:  No. 

I,  Natural  Steps,  December  27-29;  No.  2,  Mc¬ 
Cabe  Chapel,  January  17-19;  No.  3,  Solgo¬ 
hachia,  February  7-9;  No.  4,  Fort  Smith, 
February  29  to  March  2. 

Dear  Co-wOrkers;  We  have  just  closed  one 
of  the  best  Annual  Conferences  in  the  history 
of  the  Conference.  I  thank  you  for  your  past 
co-operation  ;  we  could  not  have  succeeded  for 
the  last  three  years  as  we  have,  without  it. 

Let  us  continue  to  work  together  with  our 
hands  in  God’s  big  hand,  and  make  this  the 
greatest  year  in  the  history  of  the  Fort  Smith 
District,  both  spiritually  and  financially. — J. 

Ij.  Bryan,  District  Superintendent,  Box  3;13, 
Conway,  Ark. 

PALESTINE  DISTRICT 
First  Bownd— East  Calvert  Ct.,  December 
17,  18;  Teague  Ct.,  24,  25;  East  Mexia  Ct., 

24,  25;  Jacksonville  Ct.,  31  to  January  1; 
Bethlehem,  6;  Fairfield  Ct.,  7,  8;  Streetman 
Ct.,  7,  8;  Normangee  Ct.,  14,  15;  Jewett  Ct., 

14,  15;  Oakwood  Ct.,  21,  22;  Palestine  Ct., 

21,  22;  Tyler,  28,  29;  Palestine  Station, 
February  3-5;  Buffalo  Ct.,  11,  12;  Thornton, 

II,  12;  Lovelady  Ct.,  18,  19;  Leona  Ct.,  25, 

26. 

Brother  Pastors:  I  am  sure  from  the  in¬ 
spiration  you  received  at  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  you  are  charged  with  renewed  vitality 
to  redouble  your  energy  to  do  a  greater  job 
than  ever  before.  It  would  be  a  fine  ^  thing 
to  do  some  teamwork  this  year.  Let’s  get 
these  two  claims  out  of  the  way  by  Decem-J 
ber  27,  1927:  Old  Folks’  Home  and  GulfsideW 
offering.  Raise  these  in  full.  Our  District 
Institute  will  he  held  sometime  in  February. 

Do  your  level  best  to  bring  some  representa¬ 
tive  layman.  I  am  asking  Dr.  Morris  to  come 
to  this  meeting.  Command  my  services  for 
any  program  you  wish  to  put  over. — W.  R. 
Robinson,  District  Superintendent,  Box  40, 
Palestine,  Texas. 

Quarterly  Conferences 

ARCADIA,  FLA. 

Please  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
closed  its  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  on 
November  20.  Our  district  superintendent 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Round — Lincoln,  December  20; 
Hamilton,  21;  Upperville,  22;  Leesburg, 
January  4;  Falls  Church,  6;  Halls  Hill  (8 
P.  M.),  6;  Woodlawn,  8;  Alexandria,  9; 
Charlottesville,  13;  Lynchburg,  16;  Bedford 
Springs,  17;  Bedford  City  (8  P.  M.),  17; 
Roanoke,  27;  Salem,  30;  Buchanan,  31;  Stew- 
artsville,  February  1;  Pittsville,  2;  Leesville, 
3;  Waynesboro,  10;  W.  Staunton,.  13;  Staun¬ 
ton  (8  P.  M.),  13;  Grottoes,  14;  Highland, 
16;  Richmond,  Asbury,  26;  Richmond,  Leigh 
St.,  27;  Lexington,  March  1;  Brownsburg,  2; 
Bridgewater,  4;  Harrisonburg,  6;  Woodstock, 
8;  Strasburg,  9;  Winchester,  12. 

Dear  Brothers:  The  Annual  Conference  will 
convene  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  March  21,  1®28, 
with  Bishop  Locke  as  president.  A  “drive 
for  souls.  World  Service  money,  and  all  church 
interests;  raise  your  General  Conference 
enpense  money;  report  something  for  the 
“Old  Folks’  Home.”  Let  no  cause  suffer. 
Do  your  very  best.  Your  friend  and  brother. 

_ J.  U.  King,  District  Superintendent,  2620 

Georgia  Ave.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


FORREST  CITY  DISTRICT 

First  Round — Sidney,  December  16;  Bates- 
ville,  18,  19;  Newport,  20;  Crawfordsville  Ct., 
28,  29;  Hughes  Ct.,  31  to  January  1;  Davis 
Chapel,  2;  Brickeys  and  Kokomo,  7,  8;  Mari¬ 
anna  and  Scott  Valley,  14,  16;  Moro,  20; 
Marianna  Ct.,  21,  22;  Palestine  Ct.,  28,  29; 
Brinkley  Ct.,  February  4,  6;  Helena,  10;  Mar¬ 
vell  Ct.,  11,  12;  Brasfield,  17;  Brinkley  and 
Pinrose,  18,  19;  Hunter  Ct.,  24;  Auvergne,  26, 
26;  Augusta,  March  3,  4;  Cotton  Plant,  6; 
Forrest  City,  11,  12. 

Dear  Co-workers:  We  have  come  to  this 
new  task  with  grateful  hearts.  We  are  pray¬ 
ing  that  the  Lord  will  lead  us  in  the  way  He 
would  have  us  go.  Let  each  and  every  pas¬ 
tor  do  his  best  to  fit  into  the  program  of 
Christ  and  the  church  this  year.  Keep  the 
revival  fire  burning  the  whole  year  through. 
Raise  your  World  Service  in  full  in  your 
spring  drive.  Group  Number  One  will  meet 
in  Brinkley,  February  16.  We  earnestly  ask 
each  pastor,  district  steward,  and  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  president,  the  La¬ 
dies’  Aid  presidents,  and  World  Service  Coun¬ 
cil,  to  meet  with  us,  that  we  may  better  un- 


was  at  his  post  and  opened  the  Conference 
with  singing  and  prayer.  Bro.  A.  C.  Jones 
was  elected  secretary.  All  officers  were  pres¬ 
ent  with  written  reports.  After  the  business 
of  the  Conference  was  completed.  District 
Superintendent  J.  S.  Todd  preached  an  able 
sermon  to  the  delight  of  all  present,  and 
after  the  sermon  the  district  steward  paid 
the  superintendent  in  full,  $36.19.  We  all 
were  glad  to  have  our  superintendent  with 
us,  and  also  glad  to  be  able  to  pay  him. 
This  is  a  small  membership,  with  only  fifty- 
five  members,  sixteen  of  whom  are  minors. 
We  pay  our  superintendent  .$80  per  year. 
There  is  no  missionary  appropriation  for  this 
charge.  We  are  doing  our  best  to  make  a 
round  report  at  the  Annual  Conference  at 
Daytona  Beach,  January  19,  1928.  On  the 
first  Sunday,  Sister  M.  T.  Hills  made  the 
church  a  present  of  two  dozen  communion 
glasses,  which  were  very  much  needed.  This 
was  given  by  her  personally.  We  thank  Sis¬ 
ter  Hills.  We  are  now  rallying  for  imr 
World  Service  money. — E.  W.  Garrison,  Pas¬ 
tor;  G.  R.  Jones,  Reporter. 

BELLEFONTAINE,  MISS. 

Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
November  26,  27,  at  Dumas  Chapel,  with  Dr^ 
B.  W.  Wynn,  district  superintendent,  in  the 
chair.  The  Rev.  Wynn,  in  his  usual  way,  dis¬ 
patched  the  business  of  the  Conference  in  a 
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Schedule 

Conference 
South  Florida 
Mississippi 
Florida 

Upper  Mississippi 
Washington 
Delaware 
Lexington 
Central  Missouri 


of  Annual  Conferences,  Spring,  1928 

Place 

Daytona  Beach,  Fla 
JaAson,  Miss. 

Gainesville,  Fla. 

Grenada,  Miss 


Baltimore,  Md. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Chicago,  Ill. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Date 

January  19 
January  25 
January  26. 
February  1 
March  21 
March  28 
April  11 
April  18 


Bishop 

Richardson 

Thirkield 

Richardson 

Mead 

Locke 

Jones 

Clair 

Clair 


brotherly  way,  and  opened  the  Conference 
with  one  of  hi.s  able  lectures,  inspiring  the 
people  to  higher  ideals.  Paid  the  superin¬ 
tendent  in  full.  Raised  in  the  Conference, 
$26.20;  one  subscription  to  the  Southwestern. 
Fifty-four  partook  of  the  sacrament. — The 
Rev.  B.  J.  Marshall,  Pastor;  W.  M.  Steele, 
Reporter. 

BENTON,  MISS. 

Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Wesley  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  October  22,  with  the  Rev.  L.  E. 
Johnson  in  the  chair.  Our  district  superin¬ 
tendent  was  not  able  to  be  present.  There 
are  twenty-eight  leaders,  and  each  one  made 
a  splendid  report.  Paid  the  district  superin¬ 
tendent  in  full.  After  all  business  was  com¬ 
pleted,  the  Rev.  Johnson  made  remarks  con¬ 
cerning  the  great  loss  sustained  by  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  in  a  recent  fire  which  de¬ 
stroyed  his  home.  We  raised  .$14.60  to  aid 
him  in  this  great  loss.  Raised  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  $48.  Prof.  S.  H.  Whisenton,  of  Canton, 
was  a  visitor  to  the  Conference.— The  Rev.  H. 
Holston,  Pastor;  Catherine  Pickett,  Reporter. 

BOND,  MISS. 

'I'he  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Bond  and  Wiggins  charge  was  heid  Novem¬ 
ber  6,  6,  with  Dr.  E.  A.  Wilson,  district 
superintendent,  in  the  chair.  Devotional  serv¬ 
ice  was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  G.  A. 
Britton,  after  which  the  district  superintend¬ 
ent  made  a  fine  address  on  the  pnogram  of 
the  church.  The  roll  was  then  called  and 
most  of  the  officers  were  present  with  good 
'reports.  On  Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  the  dis- 
^ict  superintendent  preached  a  powerful 
sermon  to  the  delight  of  all  who  heard  him. 
His  message  was  full  of  thought  and  inspira¬ 
tion.  It  was  truly  a  great  day  in  Bund,  and 
will  be  long  remembered.  At  3.30  o’clock 
we  were  at  Wiggins,  where  the  superintend¬ 
ent  again  preached  a  very  strong  sermon,  and 
at  8  P.  M.  he  was  at  his  best.  May  God  for¬ 
ever  bless  and  keep  this  man  for  his  won¬ 
derful  service.  We  raised  in  the  fourth 
quarter,  $67 ;  paid  the  superintendent  in  full, 
$32.60  for  this  quarter,  and  $19  back  dues; 
$16.60  was  applied  on  pastor’s  salary. — Mrs. 
Mary  Griggs,  Reporter. 

BRIDGEVILLE,  MJSS. 

On  October  22,  23,  our  fourth  Quarterly 
Conference  was  held  at  Little  Rock  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev.  Coleman,  district 
superintendent,  presiding.  After  devotion  by 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Coleman  came  forward 
and  gave  instructions  to  the  leaders  before 
the  business  session  was  held.  All  officers 
were  present  with  good  reports.  The  same 
board  of  officers  was  re-elected.  The  superin¬ 
tendent  was  paid  in  full,  $28;  total  amount 
raised,  $60.  The  church  is  alive  spiritually 
and  financially.  On  Sunday,  the  Rev.  Cole¬ 
man  preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon.  We 
are  always  glad  to  hear  his  messages  and 
eagerly  await  his  return.  Pray  for  our  con¬ 
tinued  success. — The  Rev.  B.  J.  Cooper,  Pas¬ 
tor;  Mrs.  S.  E.  Rice,  Reporter. 

CEDAR  GROVE,  TENN. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
at  Mt.  Pleasant  charge,  November  26,  27, 
with  the  Rev.  R.  A.  Dowell,  district  super¬ 
intendent,  presiding.  We  raised  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  for  all  purposes,  $26.96.  This  was 
indeed  a  successful  Conference. — The  Rev. 
W.  H.  Jackson,  Pastor;  R.  J.  Milam,  Sec¬ 
retary. 

HOLLY  SPRINGS,  MI^S. 

.  Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  recently 
^eld  in  Vincent  Church,  on  the  Holly  Springs 
Circuit,  is  said  by  many  to  have  been  the 
nest  in  the  history  of  the  circuit.  The  at- 


AGENTS  WANTED 

To  sell  the  famous  BLACK  PATTI  REC¬ 
ORDS.  (Electrically  recorded.)  The  best 
race  record  on  the  market.  Write  to-day 
to  The  Chicago  Record  Co.,  Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin. 


tendance  was  exceptionally  good,  and  reports 
were  made  in  full.  We  were  favored  with 
the  presence  of  Dean  King,  of  Rust  College, 
who  told  us  of  the  needs  and  work  of  Rust 
College.  The  Rev.  A.  G.  Cole,  our  efficient 
district  superintendent,  preached  two  very 
able  sermons.  Total  raised  Saturday  and 
Sunday  was  $184.  Number  of  subscriptions 
to  the  Southwestern,  twenty-eight. — Melisia 
B.  Jackson,  Reporter. 

MALTA  BEND,  MO. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
November  26,  27,  at  Crutchfield  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  with  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Han¬ 
nah,  district  superintendent,  presiding.  The 
.spirit  ran  high  all  day.  The  district  super¬ 
intendent  preached  three  strong  sermons.  We 
have  just  closed  a  four- weeks’  meeting  and 
two  were  added  to  the  church.  Collection 
for  the  day  was  $28.26.  We  ask  your  pray¬ 
ers. — The  Rev.  H.  J.  Harrison,  Pastor. 

MANSFIELD,  LA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Shady  Grove  circuit  convened  October  27-30, 
with  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Earles  in  the  chair.  Most 
of  the  officers  were  present  and  rendered 
splendid  reports.  The  spirit  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  was  good  throughout  the  entire  session. 
Truly  the  Rev.  Earles  knows  how  to  lead  men. 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  H.  White  were  with 
us.  At  the  close  of  the  Conference  the  presi¬ 
dents  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  and  Ladies’  Aid  Society  gave  a  recep¬ 
tion  for  the  district  superintendent  and  pas¬ 
tor’s  family. — Wm.  Jarrell,  Reporter. 

PACHUTA,  MISS. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
November  22,  with  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Smith  in 
the  chair.  Peggie  McCarty  was  elected  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Conference.  All  officers  were 
present  with  good  reports,  and  this  was  the 
best  Conference  held  in  six  years.  The  work 
was  in  fine  shape — two  new  churches  have 
been  built  and  the  membership  is  now  212. 
We  are  going  to  Conference  with  a  good 
report.  Paid  district  superintendent,  $20.70; 
paid  pastor  this  quarter,  $121.80;  grand  total 
raised  this  quarter,  ^00.28.  At  George 
Chapel  the  members  stormed  the  pastor  with 
many  good  things.  On  Monday  night  we  gave 
the  superintendent  a  reception,  and  many 
were  present.  The  superintendent  preached 
two  strong  sermons.  All  the  members  asked 
for  the  return  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  J.  McRee. — 
L.  Harper,  Reporter. 

PASS  CHRISTIAN,  MISS. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  for  St. 
Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Pass 
Christian,  was  held  November  19,  20,  with  our 
district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Wil¬ 
son,  presiding.  Most  of  the  officers  were 
present  with  good  reports.  The  Conference 
was  held  on  Saturday  night,  at  the  close  of 
the  sixty-first  anniversary  of  St.  Paul  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  While  an  interest¬ 
ing  and  instructive  program  was  staged  each 
night  of  the  anniversary  week,  one  of  the 
most  interesting  addresses  during  the  week 
was  made  by  Mrs.  J.  M.  Harvey,  whose  father 
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was  one  of  the  first  preachers  to  preach  in 
and  organize  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  Pass  Christian,  over  sixty  years  ago;  also 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Raymond,  one  among  the  oldest 
members  of  the  church  here,  gave  some  in¬ 
teresting  facts  and  figures.  Sunday  was  a 
high  and  interesting  day.  Lovefeast  was 
conducted  at  10  A.  M.;  at  11  A.  M.,  the  Rev. 
Wilson,  district  superintendent,  preached  an 
excellent  sermon;  at  2  P.  M.,  the  Rev.  P.  H. 
Rembert  preached  a  great  sermon  that  was 
enjoyed  by  all;  at  3  P.  M.,  the  Rev.  L.  H. 
Lathan  preached  an  able  sermon.  On  Sun¬ 
day  night,  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Wilson  delivered 
the  message  and  administered  the  Lord’s 
Supper.  Amounts  collected  by  leaders  for 
the  anniversary  and  for  district  superintend¬ 
ent:  Mrs.  J.  M.  Harvey,  $7.76;  Mrs.  E.  Sau¬ 
cier,  $30.46;  A.  Collins,  $9;  Mrs.  E.  J.  Ray¬ 
mond,  $26.30;  S.  Saucier,  $12;  Mrs.  M.  Col¬ 
lins,  .$6.41;  T.  Mason,  $6.30;  Sister  Miller, 
.$7  .56;  M.  Coe,  .$9.60;  Mrs.  L.  Booth,  $9.66; 
public  collections,  $18.24;  stewards,  $212.21; 
total,  $316.22.  Paid  district  superintendent  In 
full,  $37 ;  pastor,  $279  for  quarter. — Re¬ 
porter. 

ROCKFORD,  ALA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
November  19,  20.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Chuman, 
district  superintendent,  preached  an  able  ser¬ 
mon  from  Rev.  1.  10;  text,  “I  was  in  the 
spirit  on  the  lord’s  Day.”  The  spiritual 
tide  ran  high.  Twenty-three  partook  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  Collection,  $16.40.— The  Rev. 
King,  Pastor;  Sim  Rollins,  Reporter. 


Report  of  District  Conference 


HOLLY  SPRINGS  DISTRICT 
The  Holly  Springs  District  Conference  con^ 
vened  in  its  second  session  in  the  St.  Paul 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sardis,  Miss., 
November  16-19,  1927,  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Cole, 
district  superintendent,  presiding.  The  dis¬ 


trict  superintendent  conducted  the  devotional 
.services  and  delivered  the  morning  message. 
The  Conference  organized  by  re-electing  G. 
Orange,  secretary,  with  H.  F.  Bankhead,  as¬ 
sistant;  E.  A.  May,  statistical  secretary,  with 
B.  S.  Pegues,  assistant;  G.  M.  Chislom,  treas- 
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ur«r,  and  G.  Orange,  reporter.  G.  S.  Pegues  ship  or  a  building  campalni,  whether  you  November  20,  1927,  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s] 
was  appointed  to  represent  the  Southwestern  should  seek  a  site.'Vitn  fewer  competing '  father.  A  number  of  friends  witnessed  the' 
Christian  Advocate.  churches,  or  whether  it  is  possible  to  secure  beautiful  ceremony,  and  the  presents  were 

The  reports  of  the  district  superintendent,  a  church  4ederatiou^progmm.  Go  to  the  11-  numerous  and  valuable.  The  couple  is  highly 
paitorsr  and  delegates  shewed  sdvancement  brary  and  get  a  good  book  on  "How  to  Make  esteemed  by  all  in  the  community.  The  Rev. 
along  all  lines  of  church  work  had  b<«n  made  a  Survey.”  t  H.  Holton  performed  the  ceremony.  We  wish 

by  most  of  the  charges.  Some  had  about  held  OKifiioT^ioc  them  long  life  and  happiness. — Miss  Rose 

last  year’s  mark.  Peace  and  harmony  pre-  v^DITlI3.riCS  L.  Whisenton,  Reporter. 

^  ,,  ,  ,  ,  ,  ARINGTON— Sister  Arington,  of  Enondale,  RINSON— CANNON.  Mr.  David  Rinson, 

.  G.  Cole,  our  district  super  n-  departed  this  life  in  full  triumph  of  Jr.,  and  Miss  Arselia  Cannon  were  united 

tendent,  h^  thus  far  proved  hinuelf  equal  to  October  15,  1927.  She  was  a  faithful  in  holy  wedlock  November  24,  1927,  at  the 

the  work  of  mstrict  lesdershi|^  is  careful  member  of  Keys  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cannon,  Clinton,  La., 
j?  i  u  of  me  affairs  of  the  ^  ^voted  wife  and  loving  by  the  Rev.  C.  Jenkins,  pastor  of  Methodist 

dbtrlct.  He  is  brotherly  with  the  men  over  ^^ther.  She  was  ill  for  some  time.  Her  Episcopal  Church  Richland,  HUl.  We  wish 
w^  he  is  appolnte«L  he  wiU  sucked,  stepmother.  Sister  I.  Dunnings,  of  Louisiana,  for  them  much  happiness  and  long  life.— Re- 
The  coiwentions  of  the  Sunday  school,  ^„„ths,  and  was  porter. 

Womans  Home  and  ^reign  Missionary  So-  at  her  bedside  when  the  end  came. — Josephine 

cieties,  and  laymen  met  with  the  Conference.  Cotton,  Reporter.  ODCCial  NotlCCS 

Each  made  good  flnancral  reports  and  the 

delegates  read  excellent  papers  on  the  topics.  SCOOT— Sister  Margaret  Scoot,  a  faithful  The  address  of  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Sapp  has  been 
The  Conference  was  eraced  with  a  number  member  of  Mt.  Carmel  Methodist  Episcopal  changed  from  Oakwood,  Texas,  to  Jackson- 
of^tetSiXd  vTsRofs-  Dr  E  F  Xa"  Church,  Woodland,  La.,  de^rted  thte  life  on  ville,  Texas. 

boroughT^^ur  pastor  at  Winona,  Miss.;  Dr.  October  27,  1927.  She  liv^a  devoted  Chris-  to  the  Pastors  of  the  Memphis  District- 
S.  M.  Avant,  of  the  African  Methodist  Epis-  Brethren:  I  feel  quite  sure  all  of  you 

copal  Zion  Church,  and  presiding  elder  of  ninety  years.  She  l^ves  to  mourn  her  this  time^  received  your  letter  from 

the  MemDhis  District*  Prof  P  W.  Tucker,  passing  six  children.  The  funeral  was  con-  World  Service  headquarters  and  from  Bishop 
“  oSi  MTss  rS;.  K  M.  McCoy,  nresi-’  ducted  by  the  pastor.-Reporter.  jo„es.  If  you  have  your  organisation  fo? 

deat  of  RMt  Ck^ege,  Holly  Springs,  Miss.;  .  carrying  out  the  Christmas  program,  carry  on, 

the  Rev.  C.  W.  Butler,  district  superintendent  MarriafiTeS  governed  by  the  bishop’s  letter.  By 

of  the  Clarksdale  District;  Mrs.  S.  K.  Phil-  “  starting  now,  you  can  have  all  benevolence 

lips,  president  of  The  Woman’s  Home  Mis-  GRAYER— MACK.  Mr.  Oliver  Grayer,  of  raised  by  the  close  of  the  Easter  services.— 
sionary  Society  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Vaughan,  Miss.,  was  happily  married  to  Miss  J.  O.  Dixon,  District  Superintendent,  Box  68, 
Conference;  Miss  Carson,  superintendent  of  Ealean  Mack,  daughter  of  Mr.  George  Mack,  Springfield,  Tenn. 
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A  Prayer  for  Unity 

O  God,  who  has  made  of  one  blood  all  the  nations  of 
mankinds  so  that  all  are  children  and  members  one  of  an¬ 
other,  how  is  it  that  we  are  so  slow  to  trace  the  family 
likeness,  so  reluctant  to  claim  our  common  kinship?  We 
pray  Thee,  O  our  God,  to  make  the  peoples  one. 

We  pray  for  the  Church  of  Christ  so  broken,  scattered 
and  dismembered,  that  none  would  think  we  followed  all 
one  Lord  and  held  a  common  faith.  Purge  away  the 
vanity,  intolerance  and  unforgiving  spirit  which  keep  us 
far  apart.  May  the  seamless  robe  not  be  utterly  rent,  nor 
the  body  any  longer  broken. 

We  pray  that  since  man’s  need  is  one,  we  all  may  find 
the  one  way  to  Thee,  the  one  God.  Forbid  that  in  our 
highest  things  we  should  find  fellowship  impossible. 
May  the  spirit  of  Christ  break  down  all  barriers  and  an¬ 
swer  the  desire  of  all  nations.  Amen. 

— W.  E.  ORCHARD 

in  ‘'The  Temple:  A  Book  of  Prayer.” 
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Personal  and  General 

— ^Mount  Sinai  Methodist  Episcraal  Church, 
Monroe,  La.,  of  which  the  Rev.  R.  E.  White 
Is  pastor,  went  over  the  top  in  its  World 
Service  coUection  on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

-^Dr.  William  S.  Bovard  was  operated  upon 
at  the  Evanston  Hospital,  Evanston,  Ill.,  on 
Wednesday,  November  16.  He  is  now  con¬ 
valescing  at  his  home,  718  Simpson  St.,  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  and  steadily  improving  in  health. 

— Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  M.  Hampton  announce  the 
marriage  of  their  daughter,  Valore  Olivia,  to 
the  Rev.  G.  A.  Deslandes,  on  Wednesday, 
December  7,  1927.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Des¬ 
landes  are  now  at  home  at  235  Blue  Bonnet 
Street,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

— ^The  Rev.  A.  R.  Howard,  D.D.,  has  entered 
auspiciously  upon  his  work  as  ^e  new  field 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Temperance,  Pro- 
|hibition,  and  Public  Morals,  the  position  held 
for  ten  years  so  acceptably  and  made  pop- 
'ular  by  uie  late  Dr.  J.  N.  C.  Coggin.  We  are 
satisfied  that  the  new  secretary  will  meet  a 
most  cordial  reception  and  sincere  co-oper¬ 
ation  from  every  section  of  the  church. 

— Miss  Jessie  Juanita  Penn,  cultured  and 
charming  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Fletcher  Penn,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  was  married 
on  Tuesday,  December  27,  at  half  past  four 
o’clock,  to  Mr.  Harold  Dadford  West,  at 
1112  Ridge  Avenue,  S.  W.,  the  home  of  the 
bride’s  parents.  After  January  1  the  young 
couple  will  be  at  home  to  their  many  friends 
at  609  Eighth  Ave.,  South,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

— Calvary  Church,  New  York  City,  whose  pul- 

Sit  was  made  vacant  by  the  sad,  untimely 
eath  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  N.  C.  Coggin,  is  now 
being  manned  by  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Rakestraw, 
recently  transferred  to  that  pastorate  by 
Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson,  resident  bishop  At¬ 
lanta  Area,  on  request  of  the  New  York  Con¬ 
ference.  Dr.  Rakestraw  has  begun  his  work 
under  favorable  circumstances,  and  we  pre¬ 
dict  for  him  a  highly  successful  administra¬ 
tion.  Mrs.  Rakestraw,  detained  by  temporary 
illness,  will  soon  join  her  husband  in  New 
York,  and  will  be  a  splendid  asset  to  him  in 
his  new  field  of  responsibility  and  privilege. 

— Because  he  protested  against  their  setting 
up  and  operating  a  still  on  his  farm,  the  Rev. 
N.  D.  Hopkins,  who  lived  within  five  miles  of 
Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  was  brutally  assassinated, 
being  shot  in  the  back  five  times  by  two  white 
men,  on  November  16.  Due  to  the  courage 
of  a  white  neighbor,  an  eyewitness  to  the 
crime,  the  two  assassins  were  promptly  appre¬ 
hended  by  officers  and  put  into  the  prison.  In 
1922,  Brother  Hopkins  took  the  retired  rela¬ 
tion,  and  lived  a  peacable,  quiet,  industrious 
life  on  his  little  farm  near  the  city  with  his 
wife  and  six  children,  the  oldest  being  thirteen 
years  of  age.  The  seventh  child  is  to  be 
born  soon. 

— Doctor  J.  B.  Redmond  reports  that  the 
third  annual  rally  for  the  building  fund  of 
the  new  St.  Mark  Cathedral,  Chicago,  has  just 
closed,  netting  $9,000  for  this  cause.  Not  only 
is  he  one  of  the  strongest  of  our  Methodist 
pastors  academically,  but  from  the  angle  of 
financial  and  administrative  ability  he  stands 
in  the  front  rank  of  Methodism.  He  com¬ 
mands  an  intelligent,  loyal  group  of  follow¬ 
ers.  Revival  effort  in  St.  Mark  begins  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  and  continues  to  the  23d  of  that  month. 
The  church  is  efficiently  organized  for  what 
will  result  in  a  large  intake  of  members  and 
a  forward  movement  in  religious  activities 
for  the  new  year. 

— Delegates  elected  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  at  the  recent  session  of  the  West  Texas 
Conference  were:  Ministerial — K.  W.  Mc¬ 
Millan,  minister,  Dallas,  Texas;  R.  N.  Brooks, 
professor  in  Gammon  Theological  Seminary, 
Atlanta,  Ga.;  T.  B.  Echols,  professor  in  Sam 
Huston  College,  Austin,  Texas.  Lay — T.  R. 
Davis,  president,  Sam  Huston  College,  Aus¬ 
tin,  Texas;  J.  S.  Henry,  educator,  Waco, 
Texas;  R.  A.  Atkinson.  Little  Rock  Confer¬ 
ence:  Ministerial — L.  M.  McCoy,  president 
Rust  College,  Holly  Springs,  Miss.;  B.  F. 
Neal,  pastor.  Fort  Smith,  Ark.  Reserves — 
J.  C.  Brower,  pastor.  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  W. 
S.  Sherrill,  district  superintendent.  Little 


Rock,  Ark.  Lay — G.  C.  Taylor,  president 
Philander  Smith  College,  LitRe  Rock;  Mrs. 
H.  M.  Nasmyth,  superintendent  Adeline  Smith 
Home,  Little  Rock.  Reserves — Victoria 
Gates,  A.  N.  Neeley. 


Conference  Changes 

Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson  announces 
change  of  his  two  Conferences  in  Florida, 
as  follows:  Florida  to  January  19,  at 
Gainesville;  South  Florida  to  January  12, 
at  Daytona  Beach. 


— Joseph  H.  Jenkins,  Jr.,  son  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  H.  Jenkins,  was  elected  to  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  honors  at  the  close  of  his  jun¬ 
ior  year.  Mr.  Jenkins  is  now  a  senior  at 
Hamilton  College,  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
specializing  in  the  lanraages  preparatory  to 
teaching.  He  is  the  only  brother  of  his  three 
sisters:  Miss  Minerva,  a  June  graduate  of  the 
Miner  Normal  School,  and  now  a  teacher  in 
Washington,  .D.  C.;  and  the  Misses  Cecil  and 
Vivian,  valedictorian  and  salutatorian,  re¬ 
spectively,  in  the  June  class  of  Dunbar  High 
School;  and  both  now  freshmen  at  Howard 
University.  The  father  of  this  young  group 
is  the  pastor  of  our  Asbury  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

— Annnouncement  has  been  made  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Miss  Blanche  Elaine  McKinney, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  McKinnty, 
of  28  “R”  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.  C., 
to  the  Rev.  C.  B.  LaGrange,  our  pastor  at 
Randall  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  1010  Browning  St.,  N.  E.  The  couple 
was  married  quietly,  September  6,  1927.  Mrs. 
LaGrange  is  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  is  beloved 
throughout  Washington.  The  Rev.  LaGrange 
is  a  graduate  of  Gammon  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  class  of  1924,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  influential  young  ministers  of 
the  Washington  Conference.  Their  friends 
wish  for  them  many  years  of  happiness. 

The  Methodist  Review 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY,  1928 

The  Methodist  Review  will  appear  in  a 
more  artistic  type,  which  will  doubtless  please 
its  readers,  and  the  smaller  type  sections  are 
to  be  printed  in  two  columns,  rather  than 
whole  page  length,  much  easier  to  be  read. 

Prof.  George  C.  Cell  offers  an  article  on 
the  priority  problem  under  the  title,  “The 
First  Foundation  of  American  Methodism,” 
with  which  all  will  be  interested,  even  if  they 
do  not  agree  with  his  conclusions. 

“Disruptive  and  Constructive  Forces,” 
written  by  Bishop  Edgar  Blake,  of  Paris, 
brilliantly  discusses  nationalism,  racial  un¬ 
rest,  class  consciousness,  the  labor  movement, 
and  the  present  religious  situation.  Follow¬ 
ing  these,  Bertrand  M.  Tipple  presents  a 
picture  of  “European  Methodism.” 

Related  to^  these  problems  is  “The  Lau¬ 
sanne  Conference  and  After.”  The  new  at¬ 
titudes  reached  through  that  famous  Con¬ 
ference  on  Faith  and  Order  is  presented  by 
Dr.  Robert  Bagnell,  and  Frank  A.  Horne 
ably  gives  a  layman’s  impression  of  it.  Both 
were  Methodist  delegates  at  Lausanne. 

A  most  gripping  study  of  a  central  phase 
of  the  rural  church  situation  of  to-day  is 
given  by  a  supreme  authority  of  that  question. 
Prof.  C.  M.  McConnell.  His  subject  is,  “Edu¬ 
cating  the  Farmer’s  Preachers.”  Our 
church  should  read  and  practice  it. 

“The  Spiritual  Element  in  History”  is 
treated  by  Dr.  James  Allen  Geissinger.  He 
uses  that  fine  book  of  Dr.  McLaughlin  as  a 
background,  but  he  himself  is  a  profound 
reader  of  history.  And  Prof.  A.  W.  Nagler, 
who  teaches  church  history  at  Garrett,  makes 
a  stirring  answer  to  the  question,  “What 
Price  History?”  Prof.  W.  M.  Balch  gives  an 
interesting  study  of  a  current  historical  sub¬ 
ject,  “Religion  in  Mexico.” 

Prof.  Karl  P.  Harrington,  who  widely 
knows  both  Latin  and  poetry,  is  witty  and 
scholarly  in  his  article,  “The  Roman  Poet- 
Laureate,”  a  most  charming  study  of  litera¬ 
ture.  “St.  Paul’s  Christianity”  is  penetrat¬ 


ingly  portrayed  by  Dr.  George  Preston 
Mains. 

Dr.  Eduard  Koenig,  of  Bonn,  Germany, 
well-known  for  his  Old  Testament  scholar¬ 
ship  and  his  spiritual  insight  into  Scripture, 
gives  a  short  article  entitled  “Faith,  or  Opin¬ 
ion?”  and  in  the  Biblical  Research  Depart¬ 
ment  discusses  “The  Origin  of  the  Sense  of 
Decency  in  the  Bible.” 

The  editor  continues  this  year  his  para¬ 
graphic  editorials  called  “Bimonthly  Brevi¬ 
ties”;  and  among  other  longer  essays  gives 
an  exposition  of  Paul’s  celebrated  prayer  for 
the  Ephesian  church,  under  the  title,  “The 
Fullness  of  God.”  Dr.  Elliott  continues  in 
1928  that  homiletic  department,  “The  House 
of  the  Interpreter,”  and  adds  to  it  a  new 
section  on  “Evangelistic  Propaganda.”  He 
makes  this  the  ministerial  motto  for  the  new 
year,  “He  that  winneth  souls  is  wise.”  Lay¬ 
men  also  should  learn  it. 

In  the  arena.  Dr.  Herbert  Randolph  gives 
“A  Lincoln  Postlude,”  well  fitted  for  read¬ 
ing  on  Lincoln’s  Birthday.  The  Foreign 
Outlook  shows  “The  Outlook  of  Christianity 
in  China,”  as  seen  by  the  Rev.  W.  Y.  Chen, 
an  able  Chinese  Methodist  minister  at  Foo¬ 
chow  and  teacher  in  the  Fukien  College.  It 
is  a  most  valuable  contribution  to  World 
Service. 

Our  Bookshelf  was  never  fuller  nor  more 
valuable  than  in  this  issue.  Great  current 
literature,  both  in  religion  and  other  realms, 
is  reviewed  by  a  group  of  the  best  available 
literary  experts.  To  read  these  will  instruct 
subscribers  both  as  to  purchase  and  as  to 
saving  in  their  library  expenses.  The  Read¬ 
ing  Course  is  based  on  an  important  theo¬ 
logical  work.  The  Christian  Experience  of 
Forgiveness,  by  Dr.  H.  R.  Macintosh. 

This  number  will  be  in  the  mail  before  the 
coming  New  Year’s  Day.  May  there  not 
be  a  thousand  new  subscribers  on  its  list 
both  from  the  ministry  and  the  laity?  It  is 
probably  the  largest  and  yet  cheapest  reli¬ 
gious  review  now  in  publication. 

Miss  Mildred  Keys  to 

Pittsburgh  ^ 

A  significant  addition  to  the  home  mission--^ 
ary  staff  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
Union  of  Pittsburgh  has  recently  been  made 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Mildred  Keys,  who 
comes  from  Steubenville,  Ohio,  to  direct  the 
program  of  religious  education  in  the  mis¬ 
sion  churches  of  the  city,  particularly  the 
Italian,  Slovak,  and  Polish  missions.  Miss 
Keys  was  a  scholarship  student  at  Teachers’ 
College,  and  has  had  extended  and  successful 
experience  at  People’s  Home  Church,  New 
York  City;  at  St.  Paul’s  Church  and  Good 
Will  Community  Center,  Jersey  City;  and  at 
First  Church,  Steubenville,  Ohio.  Pittsburgh 
is  to  be  congratulated  upon  securing  the  help 
of  such  a  skilled  and  devoted  worker  as  Miss 
Keys. 
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Christmas 


CHRISTMAS  bears  one  supreme  message,  and  that 
message  is  understood  in  the  thought  forms  and 
the  language  of  all  peoples  in  every  section  of  the 
civilized  globe.  It  is  the  message  of  God’s  marvelous 
Gift  to  the  world  and  of  the  motive  and  purpose  of  that 
Gift  as  interpreted  by  one  Gospel,  saying,  “For  so  greatly 
did  God  love  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  Son,  that 
everyone  who  trusts  in  him  may  not  perish,  but  may  have 
the  life  of  the  ages.” 

Strangely,  interest  in  the  message  and  the  Gift  has 
long  since  shifted  in  the  mind  of  the  masses  from  the  value 
of  the  Advent  as  a  basis  and  challenge  to  spiritual  pos¬ 
sibilities  and  excellence  to  its  worth  as  an  event  initiat¬ 
ing  chiefly  a  period  of  the  more  or  less  liberal  exchange 
of  material  gifts  among  men,  and  the  interchange  of 
formal  greetings.  With  this  change  of  emphasis  and  in¬ 
terest,  the  Christmas  season  has  lost  its  most  valuable 
meaning  for  mankind.  It  primarily  commemorates  the 
most  far-reaching  moral  event;  therefore,  the  most  po¬ 
tentially  happy  hour  in  human  history.  It  is  thus  la¬ 
mentable  that  humanity’s  spiritual  birtliday  should  be 
ensmalled  to  signify  chiefly  humanity’s  gala  gift  day. 
There  would  be  recorded  the  long  delayed  spiritual  gain, 
in  need  of  which  our  times  stand  so  surely,  and  without 
..which  we  remain  so  humiliatingly  impoverished,  if  by 
some  manner  or  means  we  could  restore  to  men’s,  think¬ 
ing  that  profounder  significance  of  the  Advent  of  Jesus 
impressed  by  the  angelic  announcement:  “I  am  bring¬ 
ing  you  good  news  of  great  joy— joy  for  all  the  people. 
For  a  S^vtouT,  w  ho  is  the  Anointed  Lord,  is  born  to  you 
to-day.” 

Clustering  around  this  central  idea  of  the  Christmas 
meaning  are  several  much-overlooked  by-products  of  our 
thinking.  In  fulfilling  His  purpose  for  us  through  the 
coming  of  Christ,  it  must  be  noticeable  how  God  had  to 
offset  the  forces  of  evil  as  these  sought  to  array  them¬ 
selves  for  defeat  of  the  divine  purpose.  First,  Joseph 
balked  at  marrying  Mary,  determining  privately  to  re¬ 
lease  her  from  the  betrothal.  Here  arose  occasion  for 
divine  intervention  through  the  pregnant  prophecy  in 
which  lay  the  struggling  hope  of  humanity.  God  brought 
Joseph  into  complete  harmony  with  His  will  and  co-oper¬ 
ation  in  His  purpose  with  the  solicitous  advice:  “Do 
not  be  afraid  to  bring  home  your  wife  Mary,  for  she  is 
with  child  through  the  Holy  Spirit.  She  will  give  birth 
to  a  son,  and  you  are  to  call  his  name  jEsrs,  for  he  it  is 
who  will  save  his  people  from  their  sins.”  Having  fol¬ 
lowed  this  lead,  Joseph  carried  Mary  home  to  Bethlehem, 
where  Jesus  was  bom. 

Very  soon  thereafter,  impelled  by  divine  purpose, 
came  the  Magi  from  the  Fast.  Their  inquiry  for  Jesus, 
the  “newly-born  King  of  the  Jews,”  caused  such  excite¬ 
ment  in  Jerusalem  as  they  passed  through,  that  Herod 
became  greatly  alaniied,  and  sought  to  ascertain  where 
^he  ^  Christ  was  to  be  bora.”  But  Herod’s  purpose  in 
seeking  the  Christ  differed  from  that  of  the  Magi.  Theirs 


was  for  homage;  his  was  for  slaughter.  Searching  for 
the  newly-born  King,  star-led,  they  found  Him.  Filled 
with  intense  joy,  they  gave  Him  of  their  treasure-chests 
gold,  frankincense,  and  myrrh.  On  the  contrary,  Herod’s 
sinister  purpose  being  unrealized,  infuriated,  he  massa¬ 
cred  all  the  boys  under  two  years  of  age  in  Bethlehem 
and  all  its  neighborhood.” 

Herod’s  murderous  purpose  was  not  effected  against 
his  original  object,  because  Joseph,  having  been  pre¬ 
viously  warned  of  God  to  escape  with  the  babe  to  Egypt 
and  remain  there,  had  done  so.  Not  until  Herod  had  died, 
did  Jeseph  emerge  from  hiding  and  sojourn  back  to  his 
native  land,  fulfilling  thus  the  Hosean  prophecy,  “Out  of 
Egypt  have  I  called  my  Son.”  Joseph  had  heard  the  di¬ 
vine  injunction,  “Rise,”  “Take,”  and  “Go  into  the  land 
of  Israel,”  but  a  left-over  of  Herod’s  lineage  being  still 
on  the  Judean  throne,  Joseph  with  Mary  and  Jesus,  de¬ 
toured  and  settled  at  Nazareth.  Thus  ingloriously  failed 
Herod’s  clumsy  strategy.  Thus  was  gloriously  and  di¬ 
vinely  effected  the  miscarriage  of  evil  purpose.  So  failed 
the  mightiest  conspiracy  of  events  to  prevent  the  survival 
of  the  world’s  only  Power  through  whom  the  people  can 
be  saved  from  their  sins. 

Christmas  then  commemorates  the  inevitable  Christ. 
His  advent  as  Saviour  couldn’t  be  stopped.  It  had  its 
origin  in  the  religious  backgrounds  of  His  race,  in  the 
religious  nature  and  needs  of  humanity,  and  in  the  pur¬ 
pose  and  character  of  God.  This,  the  prophets  and  seers 
had  labored  faithfully  to  keep  constantly  before  their 
people,  as  the  event  upon  which  hinged  the  entire  future 
weal  or  woe  of  mankind.  Nor  Herod  nor  Pilate  should 
have  misread  all  previous  and  contemporary  signs  of  the 
moral  imperative  of  human  history  and  human  heart. 
Jesus  was  inevitable  in  time.  Because  He  is  Saviour,  in 
essential  value  for  us  He  is  likewise  the  inevitable  Christ. 
We  cannot  do  without  Him  and  be  saved,  or  live,  or  make 
progress;  neither  can  we  nor  society.  Mankind  needs  a 
Saviour;  He  is  the  Saviour  of  history,  revelation,  fact, 
and  faith. 

Jesus  was  the  embodiment  of  the  principle  of  Right, 
which  He  is  constantly  upholding.  This  principle  like¬ 
wise,  as  did  Christ,  will  prevail.  His  person  and  life 
were  not  a  detached  phase,  but  part  of  the  whole  moral 
order  of  the  universe.  God’s  purpose  of  Right  in  every 
aspect  of  the  universe  is  quite  as  inevitable  of  achievement 
in  its  time  as  was  the  advent  of  Jesus  incapable  of  being 
thwarted.  Jesus  was  but  the  expression  in  personality 
of  the  principle  of  Right.  When  God  delivered  Jesus 
from  the  sway  of  hostile  forces,  it  was  not  to  cease  the 
divine  Purpose  in  offsetting  wicked  designs. 

Central  to  the  moral  order  and  guarantee  of  its  per- 
mcnance  is  the  fact,  but 'dimly  seen  through  the  Christmas 
festivities,  that  Jesus  could  not  be  intercepted.  God’s 
active  will  likewise  is  assurance  of  the  triumph  eventually 
of  every  right  principle  in  human  relationships.  It  mat¬ 
ters  not  that  fath  may  lack  vitality;  that  conduct  mav 
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take  counsel  of  doubt;  that  ideals  may  lack  in  clarity; 
that  evil  purposes  and  plans  frequently  appear  to  be  reg¬ 
nant ;  as  surely  as  Bethlehem’s  Babe  escaped  the  covetous 
clutches  of  Herod  and  his  times,  so  truly  is  righteous 
Principle  gaining  its  point  of  vantage  and  ascendancy  in 
the  social  order  of  the  present  times.  Such  seers  as 
Tennyson,  Lowell,  and  Cowper  held  the  heart-assuuring 
view  and  sang  the  note  of  faith: 

“One  law,  one  faith,  one  element. 

And  one  far-off,  divine  Event, 

To  which  the  whole  creation  moves.” 

“Right  forever  on  the  scaffold. 

Wrong  forever  on  the  throne; 

But  that  scaffold  sways  the  future 
And,  behind  the  dim  unknown, 


Standeth  God,  within  the  shadows. 

Keeping  watch  above  His  own.” 

“Right  is  right  since  God  is  God, 

And  Right  the  day  must  win; 

To  doubt  would  be  disloyalty. 

To  falter  would  be  sin.” 

When  will  society,  debauching  the  Christmas  season, 
ever  become  wise  enough  to  restore  emphasis  on  its  pri¬ 
mal  meaning,  and  cease  to  deceive  itself  into  believing 
or  acting  as  though  it  could  thwart  the  righteous  pur¬ 
pose  of  God.  Not  all  the  modem  Herods  and  Pilates 
can  do  so.  The  firstfruit  of  Right  was  Christ ;  as  He  pre¬ 
vailed,  so  is  the  final  triumph  of  Rig'ht  bound  to  ensue. 
That  is  the  message  of  Christmas. 


The  Texas  Annual  Conference 

By  J.  H.  Lovell 


Subjects  that  rose  to  mountain  peaks  of  interest 
in  the  discussions  and  transactions  of  the  recent 
session  of  the'  Texas  Annual  Conference,  held  at 
Galveston,  Texas,  were  evangelism,  membership  increases, 
Wiley  College  endowment,  church  extension  in  the  rurals, 
Pension  and  Relief,  and  World  Service. 

Whenever  any  pastor’s  report  indicated  a  decrease 
in  membership,  Bishop  Jones  would  stop  and  investigate, 
sometimes  confusing  the  pastor  by  a  series  of  rapid-fire 
questions.  The  bishop’s  comments  and  devotional  talks 
from  day  to  day  made  it  clear  that  one  qf  the  chief 
objectives  for  the  ensuing  year  would  be  a  substantial 
increase  in  church  membership  on  the  basis  of  evangel¬ 
ism,  and  increased  enrollment  in  the  church  schools.  The 
emphasis  on  this  objective  reached  a  thrilling  climax 
on  Sunday  morning,  when  Bishop  Jones,  with  unusual 
power  and  fervor,  delivered  the  annual  message,  in  which 
he  made  a  dramatic  appeal  that  the  “win  one”  campaign 
might  be  laid  heavily  upon  the  heart  and  mind  of  every 
member  of  every  church  in  the  Conference. 

Dr.  I.  Garland  Penn,  who  represented  both  the  World 
Service  Commission  and  the  Department  of  Negro  Schools 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  pleaded  most  earnestly  that 
an  honest-to-goodness  effort  on  the  part  of  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  Texas  Conference  be  made  in  the  interest  of 
the  endowment  of  Wiley  College.  He  expressed  himself 
as  being  gratified  in  the  fact  that  the  Conference,  in¬ 
cluding  the  amount  raised  by  the  faculty  and  students 
of  Wiley,  had  raised  more  than  $6,600  as  a  special  fund 
for  the  institution  during  the  year  just  closed.  A  resolu¬ 
tion  was  adopted  in  a  joint  session  of  the  Conference  with 
the  Lay  Electoral  Conference,  providing  for  the  appor¬ 
tionment  of  $10,000  to  the  several  charges  to  be  raised 
this  year  as  endowment  and  special  fund  for  Wiley 
College. 

The  interests  of  the  rural  preacher  and  the  rural 
charge  was  championed  in  a  masterly  way  by  Dr.  R.  G. 
Morris,  of  the  rural  department  of  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  and  Church  Extension.  The  Conference,  by 
resolution,  commended  the  school  for  rural  ministers  that 
has  been  conducted  at  IVaveland,  Miss.,  and  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  school  be  continued  there,  considering 
the  rare  advantages  of  the  Gulfside  site  and  the  increased 
facilities  that  have  been  made  by  the  Gulfside  Associa¬ 


tion.  Special  correspondence  courses  for  the  rural  min¬ 
isters,  outlined  by  Dr.  Morris,  were  approved  also. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Jones,  with  his  usual  zeal  and  enthusiasm, 
represented  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief.  He  ex¬ 
plained  in  detail  the  new  plan  that  is  being  perfected 
by  the  board  in  the  interest  of  a  more  substantial  support 
for  all  claimants.  By  the  adoption  of  resolutions  the 
Conference  recorded  its  sympathetic  interest,  in  the  im¬ 
proved  plans  soon  to  be  inaugurated. 

Instructive  and  inspirational  addresses  were  delivered 
also  by  Dr.  Merrill  J.  Holmes,  of  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion;  Dr.  E.  D.  Kohlstedt,  corresponding  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension ;  and 
Dr.  J.  A.  Diekmann,  of  the  Board  of  Hospitals,  Homes, 
and  Deaconess  Work. 

The  report  on  World  Service  for  the  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence,  as  commented  upon  by  Dr.  Penn,  showed  that  at 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1927,  $16,991  had  been  re¬ 
ported.  This  represented  an  increase  of  thirty-six  per 
cent  over  the  amount  raised  the  previous  year.  Six  of 
the  seven  Conferences  of  the  New  Orleans  Area  had  re¬ 


ported  substantial  increases  for  the  year.  The  decrease 
(less  than  five  per  cent)  in  the  Upper  Mississippi  Confer¬ 
ence,  is  more  than  accounted  for  by  reason  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  flood  conditions  in  the  spring  of  1927.  The 
area,  taken  as  a  whole,  showed  an  increase  of  more  than 
seventeen  per  cent  over  the  previous  year. 

Willis  D.  Washington,  Ezekiel  Batiste,  John  H.  Doaks, 
Albert  T.  C.  Collins,  and  Lee  A.  Thigpen  were  received 
into  the  Conference  in  full  connection. 

Edgar  Thomas,  Monroe  Cole,  Felix  W.  Logan,  and 
Henry  Young  were  received  on  trial. 

Lee  A  Thigpen  and  Robert  C.  Collins  were  ordained 
as  elders,  the  latter  as  a  local  preacher. 

A.  D.  Phelps,  William  Jones,  Charles  H.  Moore,  W. 
L.  Sonus,  John  H.  Richards,  and  Burl  Mack  were  or¬ 
dained  as  deacons,  all  except  the  first  named,  as  local 
preachers. 

The  Conference,  without  a  dissenting  vote,  adopted 
resolutions  commending  with  praise  the  work  of  Bishop 
Robert  E.  Jones  as  resident  bishop  of  the  New  Orleans 
Area  for  these  eight  years,  and  praying  the  General  Con-^ 
ference  of  1928  to  make  provisions  for  his  return  to  the  ^ 
area  for  another  quadrennium. 
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Contributed  Editorial 


A  New  Year’s  Card 

As  the  old  year  runs  to  its  close,  it  is  good  custom 
of  our  people  to  come  to  a  stand  and  make  a 
^reckoning  with  themselves,  to  wait  upon  God  and 
take  direction  from  Him  for  the  enterprise  of  the  New 
Year.  There  is  special  reason  why  we  should  do  so  now. 
Our  lot  is  cast  in  a  restless  and  moving  age. 

There  are  at  least  four  great  movements  of  challenge 
and  revolt  discernible  over  almost  all  the  world. 


There  is  a  rising  of  subject  peoples  against  the  domi¬ 
nance  of  other  and  hitherto  stronger  nations. 

There  is  a  revolt  against  the  subjection  of  women  and 
a  demand  for  a  new  co-partnership  in  labor  and  honor 
between  the  sexes. 

There  is  a  revolt  among  the  wage-earners  against  what 
is  regarded  as  economic  subjection. 

There  is  the  challenge  of  awakened  minds  against 
authority  and  tradition. 

We  may  dislike  any  or  all  of  these  movements,  and 
we  may  well  distrust  some  forms  of  their  expression,  but 
neither  we  nor  those  who  come  after  us  can  evade  their 
influence,  and  to  ignore  them  is  to  ignore  the  signs  of 
the  times,  which  Christ  told  us  we  ought  to  read. 

For  those,  then,  who  wish  above  all  things  for  comfort 
and  security,  this  is  not  an  ideal  time.  Far  from  it. 
Those  who  are  smoothing  their  bed  for  sleep  would  do 
better  to  be  packing  their  bag  for  the  journey ;  the  human 
family  has  again  struck  its  tents  for  another  march.  But 
for  those  who  believe  in  God  and  are  willing  to  go  for¬ 
ward  with  Him,  this  is  an  exhilarating  day,  for  it  is  as 
full  of  opportunity  as  of  danger. 

Some  Christians  there  are  indeed  who  make  of  their 
religion  a  defense  against  the  cry  of  the  world’s  need  and 
seek  soothing  rather  than  strength.  Others  fling  them¬ 
selves  into  the  controversies  of  the  hour,  take  sides  with 
those  nearest,  and  are  presently  indistinguishable  from 
other  partisans.  There  seem  always  to  be  a  ditch  and  a 
quag  on  either  side  of  the  right  way.  Perhaps  the  en¬ 
tirely  right  way  has  still  to  be  found.  It  is  vain  to  tell 
the  world  that  Christ  is  the  one  sure  guide  and  yet  be 
unable  to  say  anything  about  His  mind  in  those  great  so¬ 
cial  readjustments  which  are  now  being  forced  upon  us. 

The  time  may  come  soon  when  the  Christian  Church 
will  do  something  more  than  offer  general  principles  and 
leave  untouched  the  one  real  difficulty  of  their  applica¬ 
tion  ;  when  it  will  come  nearer  to  the  trouble  of  a  world 
struggling  with  the  new  and  tremendous  problems  of  mod¬ 
ern  corporate  life,  and  indicate  the  way  forward,  for 
it  may  be  that  these  modem  problems  can  only  be  solved 
in  a  fellowship  of  Christian  men  and  women  under  a  guid¬ 
ance  which  lifts  them  above  their  nation  or  their  station 
— in  a  word,  above  their  self-interest. 

Meanwhile  each  one  of  us  has  his  own  part  to  play, 
and  there  is  no  greater  service  that  the  Christian  Church 
can  render  to  the  community  than  to  provide  it  with  men 
and  women  steeped  in  peace  and  goodwill. 

So  I  wish  the  people  called  Methodists,  in  this  New 
Year,  peace  with  adventures,  labor  and  a  light  heart,  a 
sense  of  vocation  and  a  sense  of  humor,  minds  girded  but 
not  tense,  alert  but  not  anxious,  employed  but  not  busy, 
strenuous  but  well-rested — in  a  word,  grace  and  peace 
^from  God  our  Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

W.  R.  MALTBY, 

Ex-President,  British  Wesleyan  Conference. 


Retired  Models 

There  is  almost  a  feeling  of  sadness  over  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  the  Model  T  Ford  which  has  been  as  familiar 
a  figure  of  the  landscape  as  the  trees.  It  makes  us 
wonder  what  the  roads  will  look  like,  when  in  a  few  years 
more  “all,  all  are  gone,  the  old  familiar  radiators.” 

It  will  make  us  wonder  what  the  world  will  sound  like 
when  the  peculiar  whinny  of  the  Ford — either  calling  to 
its  mate  or  announcing  its  intention  of  moving — resounds 
no  more. 

It  makes  us  wonder  what  the  world  will  feel  like  when 
the  old  familiar  bumps  will  be  gone. 

Retiring  America’s  most  familiar  model  on  tl^e  road 
inevitably  brings  the  thought  of  other  models  which  might 
well  be  retired,  yielding  place  to  new.  Will  the  laymen 
forgive  us  for  suggesting  that  there  come  to  mind  sev¬ 
eral  standard  models  of  laymen  which  have  been  familiar 
sights  of  the  ecclesiastical  landscape  for  generations,  but 
which  have  served  their  day  and  generation  and  which 
might  well  be  retired  in  favor  of  some  new  models  of  lay¬ 
men  designed  on  a  different  plan.  ^Ve  name  only  a  few 
of  the  time-honored  models. 

The  Bronze  Statue"  has  been  a  well  known  type  of 
layman.  In  practically  every  town  in  the  United  States 
there  is  a  statue  of  either  some  local  worthy  or  some  Civil 
War  soldier  erected  in  the  public  square.  Like  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  “there  he  stands”;  serene,  unmoved  by  wind  or 
storm,  not  to  be  budged  by  anything  less  than  a  liberal 
charge  of  dynamite.  The  landscape  in  many  churches  has 
similar  bronze  statues — ^laymen  whose  serene  immobility 
is  no  more  to  be  disturbed  than  that  of  the  statue.  Like 
the  familiar  Civil  War  soldier  cast  in  bronze,  their  fight- 
ing  days  are  over.  Frequently  they  remind  a  despairing 
pastor,  eager  for  a  church  to  be  on  the  move,  of  those 
grand  old  lines  of  the  hymn, 

“On  the  Rock  of  Ages  founded, 

What  can  shake  thy  sure  repose?” 

This  particular  model  could  well  be  replaced  by  one 
with  a  little  more  rapid  acceleration,  whose  mental  and 
spiritual  “pick  up”  was  a  little  more  rapid  and  sure. 

The  “Nervous  Wreck"  is  a  model  very  frequently 
found.  He  is  the  layman  that  always  seems  afraid  that 
something  will  happen.  Perhaps  it  is  the  boys  who  get  on 
his  nerves  hy  wearing  out  the  carpets,  or  the  imminent 
danger  of  wrecking  a  window  in  the  basement  with  a  basket¬ 
ball.  Or  perhaps  he  is  worried  that  the  pastor  will  say 
something  indiscreet. 

President  McCracken  of  Vassar  has  recently  said  that 
too  many  trustees  have  as  their  only  motto,  “Let  us  highly 
resolve  that  there  shall  be  no  deficit.”  In  fixing  over  this 
“Nervous  Wreck”  model  we  would  suggest  a  little  change 
in  the  mixture.  Put  in  a  little  more  New  Testament  dar¬ 
ing  and  faith  and  not  so  much  cautious  Chamber-of- 
Commerce  prudence. 

“Robinson  Cxusoe"  has  unfortunately  served  as  a 
model  for  a  large  number  of  laymen.  He  is  the  man  who 
has  marooned  himself  on  a  little  island  of  individual  ab¬ 
sorption;  who  never  gets  to  the  mainland  of  the  great 
common  interests  of  the  Church  and  the  Kingdom.  From 
the  world  enterprises  of  the  Church  as  well  as  from  many 
of  the  local  endeavors  he  is  as  far  removed  as  if  he  were 
on  a  little  island  in  the  South  Seas. 

Can  we  retire  these  models  for  1928  and  replace  them 
with  something  more  powerful  and  alert.?  L. 
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The  Perils  of  Routine 


A  New  Year’s  Message  to  the  Church 


By  J.  D.  Jones 

Paitor  Richmond  Hill  Congregational  Church,  Bournemouth,  England 


IT  WAS  a  favorite  saying  of  Silves¬ 
ter  Horne’s,  “The  difference  between 
a  groove  and  a  grave  is  only  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  depth.”  And  many  a  man  and 
many  an  institution  have  found  their 
graves,  so  far  as  useful  service  is  con¬ 
cerned,  simply  because  they  refused  to 
be  lifted  out  of  their  grooves.  They  have 
met  every  proposal  to  adopt  new  meth¬ 
ods  with  Peter’s  protest,  “Not  so,  Lord 
.  .  .  for  we  have  never.”  Of  course, 

there  are  some  light-headed  people  who 
seem  to  love  change  for  change’s  sake. '  ‘  ' 

Like  the  Athenians,  they  are  always  for 
the  “new  thing.”  They  have  a  craving 
for  novelty.  I  am  not  commending  that 
spirit.  Change  for  change’s  sake  is  as 
stupid  in  its  way  as  the  rejection  of  a 
new  thing  just  because  it  is  new.  But  I 
am  not  concerned  with  that  temper  here. 

My  concern  in  this  New  Year’s  message  is  with  the 
paralyzing  effect  of  our  love  of  the  customary  and  the 
conventional,'  the  deadly  menace  of  the  groove — the  en¬ 
slaving  power  of  routine.  Innovations  of  every  kind, 
new  methods,  new  statements  of  truth — we  rebel  against 
them.  “Not  so.  Lord,”  we  say,  “for  we  have  never.” 
There  is  some  deep-seated  love  of  the  usual  in  us  all 
that  makes  us  object  to  any  new  proposal,  not  because 
it  is  wrong,  but  simply  because  it  is  new.  Let  me  illus¬ 
trate  the  truth  of  this  in  one  or  two  directions. 


J.  D.  JONES 


When  the  First  Steam  Engine  Arrived 

Look  at  the  truth  of  it  to  begin  with  as  illustrated 
in  the  realm  of  mechanical  invention.  The  nineteenth 
century  witnessed  what  has  been  called  the  “industrial 
revolution.”  The  chief  cause  of  the  industrial  revolu¬ 
tion  was  the  discovery  of  the  power  of  steam.  Pioneers 
saw  in  steam  the  possibility  of  increasing  production  al¬ 
most  immeasurably  as  compared  with  the  productfon  of 
hand  labor.  But  does  anyone  imagine  that  the  transi¬ 
tion  from  hand  labor  to  steam-driven  machinery  was 
accomplished  without  trouble?  All  the  forces  of  ob¬ 
scurantism  and  reaction  were  up  in  arms.  What  was 
good  enough  for  their  fathers,  they  said,  was  good  enough 
for^  them.  “Not  so,”  they  said  to  the  innovators,  “for 
we  have  never.”  When,  for  example,  the  power  loom 
was  invented  to  take  the  place  of  the  hand  loom,  and 
Arkwright  and  Crompton  perfected  the  spinning  jenny, 
does  anyone  imagine  that  their  inventions  were  welcomed 
and  they  themselves  applauded?  The  inventors  had  to 
face  riot  and  persecution.  Their  machines  were  smashed. 
Their  mills  were  burned  to  the  ground  by  violent  mobs. 
People  were  not  going  to  have  the  good  old  methods 
interfered  with.  They  didn’t  trouble  to  ask  whether 
these  new  methods  were  better;  it  was  enough  for  them 
that  thev  were  new. 


The  Fear  of  New  Discoveries 
And  you  can  see  the  same  attitude 
illustrated  in  other  spheres  more  im¬ 
portant  than  that  of  mechanical  inven¬ 
tion.  In  the  realm  of  knowledge,  for 
example.  Men  are  more  afraid  of  new 
discoveries  of  truth  than  they  are  of 
anything  else.  New  ideas  disturb  them 
more  even  than  new  machines.  Every 
great  pioneer  in  intellectual  research  has 
been  a  persecuted  man.  All  the  forces 
of  mental  inertia  and  obscurantism  have 
been  in  full  cry  against  him.  Take  for 
one  illustration  the  case  of  Galileo.  What 
was  Galileo’s  offence?  Briefly  it  was 
this:  He  dared  to  believe  that  though 
the  Ptolemaic  system  which  made  the 
earth  the  center  of  the  universe  was  the 
popular  and  orthodox  belief,  Copernicus 
was  right  when  he  maintained  that  the  sun 
was  the  real  center,  and  that  our  earth  revolved  around  it. 

He  dared  to  believe  it,  and  he  dared  to  say  so.  With 
what  result?  With  the  result  that  though  he  was  an 
old  man  of  seventy  years  of  age,  he  was  flung  into  prison^, 
by  the  inquisition,  and  under  threat  of  torture  compelled 
to  recant.  It  wasn’t  that  there  was  anything  wicked 
about  Galileo’s  teaching.  It  was  new,  that  was  all.  And 
the  ecclesiastical  authorities  of  the  day  declined  to  lis¬ 
ten  to  it  just  because  it  was  new.  The  earth  go  round 
the  sun?  Not  so;  they  had  never  heard  any  such  sug¬ 
gestion  before. 


The  Church’s  Danger  of  Routine  .- 

Consider  the  church.  What  God  was  doing  by 
this  vision  of  the  great  sheet  was  this:  He  was  sum¬ 
moning  the  church,  through  Peter,  its  leader,  to  a  bolder 
and  larger  policy.  The  obstacle  in  the  way  was  the 
prejudices  of  the  Christians  themselves.  They  had  never 
thought  of  the  Gentiles  as  fellow  heirs.  They  had  re¬ 
garded  them  as  outside  the  pale.  When  the  summons 
came  to  offer  the  gospel  to  them,  they  said,  “Not  so. 
Lord;  we  have  never.”  And  how  much  it  cost  to  over¬ 
come  that  prejudice,  and  how  long  it  took,  anyone  may 
discover  who  will  read  the  Book  of  the  Acts  and  the 
epistles  of  St.  Paul.  Ultimately,  after  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem,  that  prejudice  was  destroyed,  and  what 
was  a  dangerous  innovation  in  the  hands  of  St.  Paul  be¬ 
came  the  regular  and  accepted  practice  of  the  Christian 
church.  But  again  and  again  in  the  course  of  the  cen¬ 
turies  the  Christian  church  has  displayed  exactly  the 
same  spirit.  It  has  become  the  slave  of  routine.  It  has 
allowed  itself  to  be  imprisoned  by  custom.  It  has  re¬ 
sisted  all  suggested  change  and  alteration  in  method,  not^^l 
because  the  change  was  undesirable,  but  just  because  itj^ 
was  new.  It  has  got  into  a  groove  and  has  allowed  the 
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L  groove  to  become  its  grave.  Take  one  or  two  perfectly 
W  simple  and  obvious  illustrations: 

Beware  of  Red  Tape 

In  the  eighteenth  century  the  church  in  its  relation 
to  the  heathen  world  occupied  much  the  same  position  as 
the  primitive  church  did  to  the  Gentile  world.  It  felt  un¬ 
der  no  obligation  toward  it.  It  neglected  and  ignored 
it.  The  Christian  people  of  a  land  like  this  scarcely  looked 
beyond  their  own  borders.  Then  it  was  borne  in  upon 
the  mind  and  heart  of  William  Carey  that  those  dim  and 
ignorant  millions  were  also  God’s  children,  and  that  Christ 
had  died  to  save  them.  He  ventured  to  speak  about  all 
this  to  a  ministers’  meeting  one  day,  and  this  was  the 
reply  he  got  from  the  president:  “Sit  down,  young  man; 
when  God  wishes  to  convert  the  heathen  He  will  do  it 
without  your  aid  or  mine.”  Missions  to  the  heathen! 
Who  had  ever  heard  of  such  a  thing?  “Not  so,”  they 
said,  “for  we  have  never.” 

Or  take  a  slightly  broader  view.  I  was  talking  only 
recently  about  certain  churches  in  London  which  once 
were  strong  and  flourishing,  but  are  now  problems.  I 
asked  my  brother  ministers  how  they  accounted  for  this. 
The  answer  I  got  from  more  than  one  of  them  was  this: 
The  character  of  the  populations  round  the  churches  had 
in  the  course  of  twenty  years  totally  changed.  But  the 
churches  had  made  no  change  in  their  methods. 

The  church  needs  to  learn  the  lesson  that  no  methods 
are  sacrosanct.  “God  fulfills  Himself  in  many  ways,  lest 
one  good  custom  should  corrupt  the  world.”  The  meth¬ 
ods  the  church  ought  to  adopt  are  not  necessarily  the 
methods  of  our  fathers,  but  the  methods  best  adapted  to 
further  the  interests  of  Christ’s 
kingdom  to-day.  Red  tape  is  not 
simply  a  peril  to  our  civil  service; 
it  is  a  peril  to  the  church  of  Christ. 

We  are  missing  opportunities  be¬ 
cause  we  are  hidebound  by  tradition 
and  custom.  We  need  in  dealing 
with  this  age  of  ours  that  spirit  of 
adaptiveness  which  made  the  apos¬ 
tle  say  he  was  willing  to  become  all 
things  to  all  men  if  by  all  means  he 
could  save  some. 

Growth  in  Doctrine 

“I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost.” 

We  can  all  heartily  say  that,  but 
we  do  not  all  accept  what  that  faith 
involves.  For  to  believe  in  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  to  believe  in  growth  in  our 
perception  of  Christian  truth,  for 
the  Spirit  is  constantly  taking  of 
the  things  of  Christ  and  revealing 
them  to  men.  That  this  is  so  is 
abundantly  clear  to  anyone  who 
studies  the  history  of  the  Christian 
church.  Men  have  grown  in  their 
understanding  of  Christ’s  mind. 

And  the  growing  understanding  of 
Christ’s  mind  has  necessitated 
changes  in  the  statement  of  Chris¬ 
tian  truth.  That  such  changes 
have  taken  place  in  the  course  of 
the  Christian  centuries  is  unde¬ 
niable.  Doctrines  have  again  and 


again  had  to  change  their  form  because  of  the  advances 
of  knowledge.  The  heterodoxies  of  one  day  have  become 
the  orthodoxies  of  the  next.  But  there  is  nothing  so  dis¬ 
tasteful  to  the  average  man  as  to  have  to  change  the 
form  of  his  belief.  Opinions  and  doctrines  in  which  we 
have  been  brought  up  fit  us  like  our  old  clothes,  and  we 
hate  giving  them  up.  And  when  any  man  arises  with 
some  fresh  presentation  of  truth,  we  instinctively  distrust 
and  fear  him,  and  sometimes  we  try  to  silence  him.  The 
unusual  to  us  is  almost  equivalent  to  the  untrue.  “Not 
so,”  we  say,  “for  we  have  never.” 

But  natural  though  such  a  feeling  is,  it  is  fatal  to 
indulge  in  it.  The  question  we  have  to  settle  is  whether 
the  new  and  unusual  thing  is  true.  Some  of  the  worst 
crimes  of  the  world  lie  at  the  door  of  men  who  said,  “Not 
so,  for  we  have  never.”  Every  martyrdom  can  be  set  down 
to  their  account.  “They  be  setters  forth  of  strange 
gods,”  they  said  of  the  Christians — not  of  false  gods, 
notice,  but  of  strange  gods.  The  crucifixion  of  our  blessed 
Lord  Himself  may  be  laid  to  their  charge.  He  was  a  great 
religious  innovator.  “Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been 
said  to  them  of  old  times  .  .  .  but  I  say  unto  you.” 

He  brought  men  new  views  of  God  and  of  His  kingdom. 
And  the  Jews,  hidebound  by  their  traditions,  imprisoned 
in  their  prejudices,  knew  not  the  day’  of  their  visitation, 
but  crucified  the  King  of  Glory.  Judaism  might  have  had 
a  glorious  resurrection  in  Christianity  had  its  leaders 
possessed  the  open  mind.  As  it  was,  their  house  was  left 
unto  them  desolate. 

We  need  to  learn  the  lesson  in  these  days.  For  once 
again  the  church  finds  itself  in  a  time  of  vast  and  far- 
reaching  change.  New  discoveries  have  necessitated  new 

statements  of  our  faith.  Our  views 
of  the  Bible,  our  ideas  as  to  God’s 
relationship  to  the  world  have  got 
to  be  reconstructed.  There  are 
some  who  make  the  old  protest  of 
custom  and  tradition.  “Not  so 
.  .  .  for  we  have  never.”  I  wish 
to  say  that  if  the  church  as  a  whole 
adopts  that  attitude,  she  will  in¬ 
evitably  lose  all  command  of  the 
rising  generation.  May  God  pre¬ 
serve  us  from  narrowness  and  ob¬ 
scurantism  of  that  kind !  The 
church  that  will  not  get  out  of  its 
groove  will  find  its  grave.  The 
church’s  business  in  this  world  is  to 
proclaim  a  gospel — the  great  and 
wonderful  gospel  of  the  grace  of 
God  in  the  redemption  of  mankind 
through  the  sacrifice  of  Christ.  It 
is  not  here  to  insist  upon  a  certain 
cosmogony  or  a  certain  theory  of 
inspiration.  It  is  here  to  proclaim 
the  gospel.  And  what  I  want  to  see, 
what  I  pray  the  church  may  always 
be,  is  a  church  that  shall  be  ever 
loyal  to  that  central  gospel,  but 
which  because  it  believes  in  the  Holy 
Ghost  will  always  be  frank  and 
open-eyed  and  hospitable  to  new 
truth.  Such  a  church,  at  once  fer¬ 
vently  evangelical  and  yet  progres¬ 
sive  and  free,  will,  I  believe,  capture 
and  hold  the  world. 


Star  of  the  East 

BY  MRS.  JOHN  M.  SPRINGER 

0  Star  of  the  East, 

We  greet  Thee! 

We  need  Thee! 

Shine  into  our  hearts  so  self-centered 
and  dim. 

Reveal  the  Christ-Man  to  our  ease- 
loving  spirits; 

Lead  to  the  God  love  manifested  in  Him. 

0  Star  of  the  East, 

Be  with  us 
To  guide  us 

As  through  the  drear  desert  we  march 
on  our  way. 

We  stumble  in  darkness,  bewildered  and 
wand'ring. 

Guide  Thou  our  feet  straight  to  Him 
in  whom  is  day. 

0  Star  of  the  East, 

We  hail  Thee! 

We  praise  Thee! 

Shine  on  o'er  our  world  from  the  east 
to  the  west. 

Till  every  dark  corner  is  at  last'  il¬ 
lumined — 

Till  every  creature  finds  Him  and  is 
blest. 
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The  Farm,  the  Home,  and  the  Future 

Is  the  Child- Rearing  Family  at  Stake? 

By  Charles  J.  Galpin 

United  States  Department  of  Agrienlture 


CONSIDER  what  the  family  means  to  the  church. 
When  I  say  that  the  family  is  the  unit  of  the 
church,  I  mean  much  more  than  the  fact  that  the 
churcn  roll  goes  by  families,  that  the  people  sit  by  fami¬ 
lies,  pay  by  families,  come  and  go  by  families.  I  mean 
that  the  individual  comes  into  the  church  through  the 
family;  that  the  church  helps  create  the  family,  conse¬ 
crates  it  to  its  social  function.  The  church  admonishes 
each  child  to  obey  and  honor  its  parents.  It  warns  the 
parents  to  love  and  cherish  the  child.  The  church  has  a 
large  function  in  the  maintenance  of  the  family.  It  has 
a  large  stake,  along  with  the  nation,  in  the  maintenance 
of  a  type  of  family  in  which  all  the  necessary  social  ele¬ 
ments  are  expressed,  besides  husband  and  wife,  children 
and  children  enough  so  that  the  full  moral  code  of 
human  relationships  may  have  play,  generosity,  under¬ 
standing,  love,  forbearance,  helpfulness,  co-operation.  A 
type  family  is  a  small  laboratory  of  civic  and  religious 
life. 

But  further — ^much  further  than  all  this — the  family 
provides  a  symbolism  for  religion  without  which  the 
church  would  be  very  barren  indeed.  Go  through  the 
Bible  and  take  out  every  reference  to,  or  implication  of, 
family — father,  mother,  son,  daughter.  Leave  not  a  ves¬ 
tige  from  which  the  idea  could  be  derived.  Then  I  ask 
you  where  you  would  get  the  framework  upon  which  to 
understand  emotionally  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the 
brotherhood  of  man.?  Words  mean  nothing  apart  from 
experience ;  and  if  the  child  grows  up  outside  a  type  family 
he  has  no  experience  by  which  to  put  religious  meaning 
into  the  formulas  of  the  church. 

My  point  is  this:  Without  the  type  family,  religion 
loses  its  great  interpreter.  For  experience  in  this  normal 
type  family  gives  all  the  clues  to  God’s  loving,  forbear¬ 
ing  Fatherhood,  and  the  divine  idea  of  an  affectionate 
human  brotherhood. 

When  you  hear  any  plan  proposed  which  makes  the 
type  family  tend  to  disappear,  or  when  you  see  in  the 
growth  of  cities  the  disappearance  of  this  type  family, 
^  you  will  be  aware  that  the  social  underpinning  of  the 
church  is  being  loosened.  I  say  to  you  earnestly — forgive 
me  if  I  say  it  too  earnestly — the  farmer  of  America  is 
holding  for  the  church  and  nation  the  line  of  the  normal 
type  family  at  the  last  ditch,  and  his  function  should  be 
recognized  and  highly  honored. 

The  City  Family  in  America 

The  American  city  has  several  marked  characteris¬ 
tics  on  the  human  side ;  first,  it  has  a  large  quota  of  un¬ 
married  young  men  and  women  with  ages  ranging  from 
twenty  to  thirty-five  years;  it  has  a  considerable  quota 
of  childless  married  people  who  have  been  married  from 
five  to  thirty  years;  it  has  a  considerable  quota  of  one- 
child  families.  These  characteristics  may  be  summed  up 
as  follows:  The  American  city  is  a  place  of  unmarried 


adults  who  remain  unmarried;  a  place  of  childless  fami¬ 
lies  which  remain  childless;  a  place  of  one-child  families, 
which  never  have  two  children.  Sum  it  up  in  this  way: 
The  American  city  is  characterized  as  a  place  where  the 
family  tends  to  disappear  as  an  institution,  or  to  be  re-, 
placed  by  a  type  of  family — all  of  its  own  peculiar  kind 
— ^whose  meaning  is  not  yet  quite  clear  to  anyone,  be¬ 
cause  not  yet  adjusted  to  the  needs  of  civilization. 

We  should  be  wanting  in  our  task  if  we  did  not  look 
a  little  further  into  this  family  situation  and  notice  some 
of  the  reasons  for  what  occurs.  Let  us  take  two  features 
of  the  case.  First,  the  matter  of  work  or  occupation. 
The  city  offers,  as  we  well  know,  a  great  opportunity  for 
women  in  work  adapted  to  their  intellectual  ability,  their 
bking,  and  to  physical  strength.  These  positions  are 
available  to  them  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to  forty-five 
years.  The  independent  life  becomes  a  habit;  marriage 
is  delayed,  and  family  life  is  postponed  or  declined.  In 
like  manner,  work  is  available  in  cities  for  many  unmar¬ 
ried  men  aged  from  twenty  to  fifty  years.  In  fact, 
whether  a  man  is  married  or  not  rarely  figures  in  these 
jobs.  The  marrying  age  of  men  is  postponed  for  various 
reasons,  principally  on  account  of  the  cost  of  married 
life.  A  compromise  frequently  comes;  husband  and  wife, 
continuing  to  work,  in  order  to  maintain  a  standard  of 
comfort  to  which  each  one  has  personally  become  used 
to.  The  postponed  marriage  of  the  man  sets  him  into  a 
habit  of  life  difficult  to  break.  The  high  cost  of  children 
stands  as  a  constant  check  upon  the  man  and  woman  of 
high  standards  of  life,  so  that  the  one-child  family  is 
the  sort  of  family  which  many  feel  able  only  to  afford. 

The  High  Cost  of  Children 

Summing  the  work  side  up,  we  shall  have  to  say  that 
the  continued  opportunity  for  work  to  men  and  women, 
unmarried  or  married,  is  such  that  independent  ideas  and 
habits  fasten  upon  men  and  women  which  tend  to  restrict 
city  marriages  and  city  families.  The  high  cost  of  liv¬ 
ing  in  cities,  up  to  a  standard  of  life  which  unmarried 
people  become  accustomed  to,  tends  to  delay  marriages 
and  restrict  the  family  to  the  childless  or  to  the  one-child 
type  of  family. 

The  second  consideration  I  wish  you  to  recall  with 
me  is  the  residence  or  housing  conditions  of  city  people 
with  respect  to  family  life. 

The  scarcity  of  space  in  the  American  city  makes 
housing  very  expensive.  A  house  furnishes  several  basic 
things  for  life  and  growth — shelter,  then  air,  then  sun¬ 
light,  then  space,  then  privacy,  then  quiet.  In  American 
cities  shdter  from  cold,  rain,  and  heat  is  more  easily  se¬ 
cured  and  more  cheaply  secured  than  any  of  the  other 
basic  requirements.  Good  air,  clean,  uncontaminated, 
comes  high.  Direct  sunlight,  so  necessary  for  growth 
and  health,  is  particularly  difficult  to  get  all  over  the 
house  where  humans  must  live.  Space  to  allow  elbow 
room  with  the  psychology  of  freedom ;  the  amount  of 
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privacy  which  is  so  essential  to  responsible, 
healthy  life;  quiet,  which  is  so  necessary 
for  thought,  poise,  and  rationality — all 
these  are  so  difficult  to  get,  even  at  high 
costs,  than  when  the  other  conditions  which 
restrict  family  groups  in  cities  are  not 
present,  these  conditions  begin  to  operate 
with  the  thoughtful,  and  family  life  is 
greatly  restricted. 

I  wish  to  call  attention  at  this  point 
to  what  happens  when,  in  spite  of  these 
conditions  which  are  unfavorable  to  family 
growth  and  development,  families  are 
started  in  cities  without  much  thought.  One 
of  two  things  occurs; "either  the 
family  of  the  ordinary  worker  is  i 

the  victim  of  these  unfavorable  1 

family  conditions,  or  a  retreat  is  AjHk 
made  to  suburban  life  and  resi- 


“If  the  church, 
for  sheer  self- 
preeervation  of 
ittelf  a»  an  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  na¬ 
tion  ever  had  a 
cause,  ever  had 
before  it  a  mo¬ 
tive  for  crusade, 
ever  had  a  mo¬ 
tive  of  holy  ac¬ 
tion,  it  has  that 
cause,  that  cru¬ 
sade,  that  motive 
in  the  conserva¬ 
tion  of  organized 
religion  among 
American  farm¬ 
ers/’ 


dence  where  fami¬ 
lies  may  have  whole 
houses  with  the 
basic  conditions  of 
life  and  growth. 
But  about  the 
bringing  up  of  fam¬ 
ilies  in  city  condi¬ 
tions  where  plants 
would  die,  ‘  where 
a  n  i  m  al  s  could 


scarcely  live,  we  must  agree  as  churchmen  that  the 
moral  hazards  of  family  life  in  these  circumstances 
are  too  great  a  handicap  to  load  upon  children, 
who  have  enough  in  this  world  even  under  the  most 
favorable  conditions  to  drag  them  down. 

The  ordinary  observer  sees  in  every  city  the  mass 
multiplication  of  apartment  houses,  of  the  small  apart¬ 
ment  character,  from  the  two-apartment  type,  through 
the  thirty  apartment  type  to  the  300  apartment  type; 
the  multiplication  of  the  residence  hotels.  These  recent 
developments  are  all  housings  adjusted  to  this  new  city 
type  of  family  without  children.  The  observer  sees  the 
families  with  children  living  in  the  squalid  quarters  with¬ 
out  space,  light,  air,  privacy,  or  quiet.  The  observer 
sees  the  wealthy  residential  sections  where  persons  in 
small  families  with  a  large  servant  menage  live. 

Let  us  sum  up  this  side  of  the  city  family:  The 
basic  health  requirements  for  human  beings,  as  for  ani¬ 
mals  and  plants,  require  more  space,  air,  sunlight,  pri¬ 
vacy,  and  quiet,  for  the  growth  of  children,  than  the 
ordinary  married  couple  working  in  cities  can  afford. 
Therefore  one  of  two  things  occurs ;  either  the  children 
are  not  reared  in  families,  or,  if  so,  children  are  victim¬ 
ized.  Suburban  homes,  outside  city  congestion,  are  the 
city’s  safety  valves. 


Keyttont  Vino  Co. — Ewing  OaUoway 

"Recent  developments  in  building  in  cities  are  all  ad¬ 
justed  to  the  new  city  type  of  family  without  children." 
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The  Significance  of  the  Farm  Type  of  Family 
to  the  Church 


We  are  now  ready  to  press  on  to  the  question,  What 
the  type  of  family  found  on  farms  means  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church. 

The  comparison  of  tendencies  in  city  and  on  farm 
seems  to  show  plainly  that  the  family  under  city  con¬ 
ditions  tends  to  instability,  inpermanency,  or  entirely 
to  disappear  as  a  child-bearing  institution;  while  on 
farms  every  natural  motive  in  the  farm  situation  con¬ 
tinues  to  perpetuate  the  family  of  the  child-bearing  type. 
The  great  offset  for  city  workers  of  a  domestic  frame 
of  mind  is  suburban  residence,  where  child-bearing  fam¬ 
ilies  may  be  established  and  maintained. 

Agriculture  in  America  economically,  politically,  so- 


The  Carpenter 


BY  G.  A.  STUDDEBT-KENNEDY 


I  wonder  what  He  charged  for  chairs 
at  Nazareth. 

And.  did  men  try  to  beat  Him  down 
And  boast  about  it  in  the  town — 

“/  bought  it  cheap  for  half-a-crown 
From  that  mad  Carpenter?” 


And  did  they  promise  and  not  pay. 
Put  it  off  to  another  day; 

0,  did  they  break  His  heart  that  way. 
My  Lord,  the  Carpenter? 

I  wonder  did  He  have  bad  debts. 

And  did  He  know  my  fears  and  frets? 
The  gospel  writer  here  forgets 
To  tell  about  the  Carpenter. 


But  that's  just  what  I  want  to  know. 
Ah!  Christ  in  glory,  here  below 
Men  cheat  and  lie  to  one  another  so; 
It's  hard  to  be  a  carpenter. 


cially,  has  possibly  reached  its  peak 
and  begun  to  decline.  The  farm 
population  is  either  on  a  slide  down 
or  is  seeking  a  level  where  it  may 
stabilize  itself.  City  business  and 
city  populations  are  on  the  in¬ 
crease.  The  city  is  growing  at  the 
expense  of  the  country.  All  the 
forces  which  push  the  city  up  are 
also  tending  to  make  the  child-bear- 
ing  type  of  family  disappear.  The 
farm  is  the  last  stronghold  of  the 
American  type  family. 

If  the  church,  for  sheer  self- 
preservation  of  itself  as  an  influence 
in  the  nation  ever  had  a  cause,  ever 
had  before  it  a  motive  for  crusade, 
ever  had  a  motive  of  holy  action, 
it  has  that  cause,  that  crusade,  that  ^|| 
motive  in  the  conservation  of  or¬ 
ganized  religion  among  American 
farmers.  Not  only  religion  among 
farmers,  but  a  complete  under¬ 
standing  of  the  farm  family’s  social 
and  moral  function  in  the  nation, 
and  S3’mpathy  with  all  the  eco¬ 
nomically  and  socially  sound  meth¬ 


ods  to  preserve  a  contented  farm  population,  intelligent, 
and  sharing  equally  in  the  privileges  and  compensations 
of  life. 


The  Farm  Family  in  America 

Let  us  turn  now,  before  coming  to  a  conclusion  about 
the  relation  of  the  church  to  the  city  family  and  to 
the  farm  family,  and  notice  some  of  the  patent  char¬ 
acteristics. 

The  picture  before  you  in  striking  contrast  with  the 
picture  I  have  drawn  of  the  city,  is  that  of  six  millions 
of  farms,  with  a  house  on  each,  having  on  an  average 
of  over  100  acres  in  the  lot.  In  each  house  a  family. 
In  each  family  there  are  on  the  average  more  than  two  chil¬ 
dren.  On  the  whole  a  little  more  than  half  the  farm 
population  are  children — persons  under  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  There  are,  of  course,  unmarried  adults  on  farms ; 
but  ip  no  sense  do  they  characterize  farm  life.  In  fact, 
farm  life  is  broadly  characterized  by  family  groups — 
the  family  type  being  one  with  more 
than  two  children.  Contrary  to 
general  belief,  the  farm, in  America 
is  not  characterized  by  large  fami¬ 
lies,  such  as  eight  to  a  dozen  chil¬ 
dren;  but  the  farm  is  the  place  of 
child  life,  living  in  the  family  group. 

In  respect  to  work,  quite  a 
different  situation  from  that  in  the 
city  presents  itself.  Both  husband 
and  wife  are  at  work,  but  both  work 
close  to  the  house.  The  husband 
in  the  fields  nearby,  the  wife  in  the 
house  at  housework,  and  with  some 
farm  work  fitted  to  her  strength 
and  desire.  And  the  children,  from 
tender  years  pre  also  at  some  work 
suited  to  their  small  but  growing 
abilities.  The  farm  affording  work 
to  both  man  and  wife  and  child  pre¬ 
sents  the  opportunity  of  advantage 
in  marriage  and  in  a  growing  fam¬ 
ily.  Instead,  therefore,  of  the 
family  being  a  disappearing  insti¬ 
tution,  the  family  of  the  children- 
bearing  type  is  woven  into  agricul¬ 
tural  life  by  the  very  nature  of 
things.  A  word  now  as  to  the  housing  conditions ;  Here 
there  is  a  very  clear  picture  of  the  presence  of  all  those 
basic  requirements  for  health  and  growth.  The  house 
has  space  and  privacy.  It  has  fresh  air  and  direct  sun¬ 
light.  It  has  quiet.  From  the  point  of  view  of  the 
child  the  farm  residence  is  excellent .  for  growth  and  de¬ 
velopment.  It  has  free  what  the  city  man  buys  at  great 
'  cost. 

To  sum  up  the  characteristics  of  the  farm  family, 
one  would  point  out  that  good  farming  tends  to  per¬ 
petuate  family  life  of  the  child-bearing  type  under  con¬ 
ditions  which  can  scarcely  be  matched  in  any  other  type 
of  occupation.  Just  to  mention  two  or  three  things 
which  are  outstanding  in  the  psychic  structure  of  this 
family:  Being  a  strong  unit,  very  much  by  itself,  sep¬ 
arated  from  other  groups,  the  farm  family  develops  a 
social  solidarity,  in  which  brotherhood  means  much, 
fatherhood  means  much,  motherhood  means  much,  son- 
ship  and  daughtership  means  much.  Here  is  an  occu¬ 
pation  that  binds  them  all  together.  The  residence  binds 
them  together.  And  the  size  of  the  group  tends  to  weld 
them  together.  And  there  does  not  appear  in  American 
farming  any  tendency  to  break  down  this  type  of  family. 


The  Contribution  of  the  Rural  Areas 
to  the  Nation 

If  you  would  see  more  definitely  how  this  function  of 
the  farm  family  works  out  to  the  benefit  of  the  city,  take 
notice  of  the  following  steps:  (1)  The  farms  produce 
more  children  than  can  find  an  occupational  job  and  a 
type  of  service  in  the  country.  This  has  always  been 
so;  it  will  probably  always  be  so.  (2)  The  surplus 
goes  to  the  cities,  at  the  early  adult  age.  This  constant 
stream  of  young  life  feeds  city  populations  as  well  as 
city  industry.  What  does  it  carry  to  the  city  as  a 
thing  which  the  church  is  interested  in?  It  carries  the 
tradition,  and  value  of,  experience  with  the  child-bear¬ 
ing  family.  It  carries  domesticity.  It  carries  also  the 
stamina  of  physical  and  psychic  life.  The  hope  of  the 
city  and  the  city  church  lies  in  this  stream’s  taking  up 
suburban  residence,  marriage,  a  child-bearing  family  life,  t 
and  perpetuating  for  the  city  and  the  nation  the  ideals  " 
of  family. 
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A  Light  to  Lighten  the  Gentiles 


By  the  Rev.  E. 

“  A  ND  behold,  there  was  a  man  in  Jerusalem  whose 
/-A  name  was  Simeon,  and  this  man  was  righteous 
and  devout,  waiting  for  the  consolation  of  Is¬ 
rael,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  was  upon  him.”  In  this  simple 
manner  Luke  introduces  the  seer  who  uses  the  words  of 
our.  theme.  This  man  Simeon  had  received  divine  infor¬ 
mation  ;  nay,  more  correctly,  special  revelation  from  God 
that  his  life  would  be  prolonged  until  the  advent  of  “The 
Anointed  One.”  The  world  had  lapsed  into  profligate 
degeneracy,  inky  in  its  blackness — a  world  so  impious, 
selfish,  strife-ridden,  wrong-soaked,  vicious,  deceptive, 
greed-steeped,  that  Hsaias  had  uttered  his  lamentable 
prophetic  wail,  “For  behold,  darkness  hath  covered  the 
earth  and  gross  darkness  the  people.”  In  the  interim 
between  the  prophets  and  the  coming  of  the  Messiah,  Sol¬ 
omon’s  temple  was  removed.  The  heart  of  God’s  people 
thirsted ;  yea,  yearned,  mourned,  lamented  for  the  voice 
of  a  prophet,  but  no  prophet  came.  The  ark  of  the  cove¬ 
nant  was  no  more,  and  there  was  Israel — no  temple,  no 
glory. 

**The  Holy  Shekinah  had  gone  from  its  place;  no 
prophet  was  speaking  for  Israel’s  race.”  Zerubbabel’s 
temple  was  built,  which,  according  to  Talmudic  record, 
lacked  the  sftcred  emblems  of  the  glorious  Solomon’s  tem¬ 
ple — no  Shekinah,  no  Urim  and  Thummim;  therefore  no 
Holy  Spirit.  This  temple  was  eventually  plundered  by 
Antiochus  Epiphanes,  who  brazenly  defiled  it  with  idol¬ 
atrous  worship.  The  heart  of  Simeon  must  have  been  sad 
in  the  thought  that  even  though  Herod  remodeled  the 
temple  and  made  it  very  imposing,  yet  it  contained  just 
one  golden  candlestick,  a  single  table  of  shewbread,  and 
a  Sanctum  Sanctorum  without  the  ark  of  the  covenant. 
Everywhere  “Ichabod”  was  written  upon  the  history  of 
Israel. 

Simeon,  “waiting  for  the  consolation  of  Israel,”  was 
led  of  the  Spirit  into  the  temple,  and  while  in  an  attitude 
of  worship  the  truthfulness  of  Malachi’s  prophecy  was 
realized.  “The  Shekinah  whom  ye  seek  will  suddenly  come 
to  his  temple,  and  the  messenger  of  the  covenant  whom 
ye  desire,  behold  he  cometh,”  saith  Jehovah  of  Hosts. 
For  suddenly  the  parents  brought  in  the  child  Jesus  to 
do  for  Him  after  the  custom  of  the  law.  As  Simeon, 
“strangely  warmed,”  looks  upon  the  face  of  the  long- 
looked-for  Messiah,  he  gets  the  thrill  that  can  come  only- 
to  the  man  who  trusts  implicitly  the  promises  of  God. 
Moved  by  an  unrestrainable  impulse,  he  takes  “the  born 
King  of  the  Jews,”  the  tangible  Divine  Presence  in  his 
arms  and  with  sledgehammer  directness  blesses  Him,  and 
as  part  of  the  benediction  styles  Him  “A  Light  to  Lighten 
the  Gentiles.”  Simeon  had  to  crucify  the  Jew  in  him 
tremendously  to  make  such  an  un-Hebrew  proclamation. 
The  idea  of  a  Messiah  for  the  Gentiles  was  abhorrent  to 
Abraham’s  seed,  who  had  become  steeped  in  the  mistaken 
belief  that  Jehovah’s  protecting  care  was  confined  exclu¬ 
sively  to  Israel.  The  Jewish  nation  meant  infinitely  more 
to  the  Jew  than  the  individual.  His  nation,  his  tabernacle, 
his  temple,  constituted  his  medium  of  fellowship  with  Je¬ 
hovah.  To  him  every  other  land  or  people  was  inferior, 
if  not  unclean ;  therefore  as  he  sits  by  the  rivers  of  Baby¬ 
lon  he  asks,  “How  can  we  sing  the  Lord’s  song  in  the  land 


Adolph  Haynes 

of  a  stranger?”  Why,  then,  this  sudden  change  over 
Simeon?  “The  Holy  Spirit  was  upon  him,”  and  that 
great  Personality  does  not  know  Jew  from  Gentile.  The 
new  era  had  dawned  when  in  Christ  thfere  would  be  neither 
Jew  nor  Greek,  Scythian,  bond  or  free,  but  Christ  would 
be  all  and  in  all. 

To  Lighten  the  Gentiles 

The  word  “lighten”  is  not  used  in  the  sense  “to  lessen,” 
“to  render  less  heavy,”  but  rather  “to  brighten,”  “to  give 
light” ;  to  clarify  the  things  that  pierplex  the  Gentile ;  to 
lift  the  soul  of  the  Gentile  from  the  nadir  of  darkness 
into  the  full  zenith  of  light ;  to  depose  the  things  that  hor¬ 
rify  the  Gentile,  and  enthrone  the  things  that  delight. 
The  Gentile  is,  therefore,  in  possession  of  a  new  angle 
of  vision.  He  is  “lighted”  upward,  and  can  call  God 
“Our  Father”;  he  is  “lighted”  outward,  and  can  see  him¬ 
self  a  sinner  with  the  .possibility  of  becoming  a  saint. 
He  is  “lighted”  onward,  and  is  now  freighted  with  the 
hope  of  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  “lighted” 
inward,  and  his  spirit  bears  witness  with  Christ’s  spirit 
that  even  a  Gentile  can  be  an  heir  of  God  and  joint  heir 
with  Christ.  Moses  and  the  prophets  had  made  the 
world  to  feel  that  this  light,  this  revelation,  was  given  of 
God  exclusively.  For  the  Jew  it  had  permeated  every 
nerve  and  fiber  of  the  Hebrew’s  being  that  this  exclusion 
dare  not  be  shared  by  the  Gentile ;  but  now  the  Wonderful, 
Counsellor,  Godlike  Hero,  Father  of  Eternity,  Prince  of 
Peace,  is  come,  and  under  the  irresistible  impact  of  the 
Paraclete,  Simeon  astounds  his  racial  group  with  the  zest¬ 
fully  irrepressible  declaration  that  this  luminous  revela¬ 
tion  is  moving  Gentileward.  After  all,  this  was  no  new 
declaration  to  the  Hebrew  who  kept  up  with  prophecy. 
Hear  Deutero-Isa.  42.  6,  “I  Jehovah  will  give  thee  for 
a  covenant  of  the  people  for  a  light  of  the  Gentiles.” 
Again  49.  6,  “I  will  also  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the 
Gentiles  that  thou  mayest  be  my  salvation  unto  the  end 
of  the  earth.”  The  attitude  of  God  toward  Nineveh, 
the  chief  commercial  city  of  Assyria,  is  proof  positive 
that  whenever  a  people  showed  themselves  willing  to  enter 
into  the  bond  of  covenant  with  Jehovah,  He  showed  dis¬ 
position  to  give  them  a  chance.  Hence  His  pertinent 
question  to  Jonah,  “Should  not  I  spare  Nineveh,  that 
great  city  wherein  are  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  persons?”  Jesus  confirmed  it  when  He  de¬ 
clared,  “Other  sheep  have  I  which  are  not  of  this  fold.” 
Peter  was  whipped  in  line  by  a  vision  to  rivet  it  on  his 
mind.  Later  when  he  seemed  hard  to  learn  his  lesson, 
Paul  emphasized  it  by  “withstanding  Him  to  His  face.” 
If  it  had  been  left  to  bigots  of  the  type  of  Jonah  and 
Peter,  the  Gentile  would  have  remained  in  the  maelstrom 
of  darkness.  But  thanks  be  to  God,  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  years  before  Christ  came,  under  the  mighty  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  live  coal  from  the  altar  that  the  heavenly 
messenger  applied  to  his  lips,  Isaiah  thundered  vehe¬ 
mently,  “The  people  that  sat  in  darkness  have  seen  a 
great  light,  and  to  them  that  dwelt  in  the  Gehennah  of 
death,  to  them  did  the  light  spring  up.”  No  wonder, 
then,  that  Simeon  “rejoiced”  and  was  ready  to  die. 
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The  Glory  of  the  People  Israel 

God  gives  according  to  capacity.  The  Gentiles  got 
“light”;  the  Jews  got  “glory.”  Glory  was  a  familiar 
word  in  the  good  old  temple  days  when  Jehovah  traveled 
in  the  greatness  of  His  strength.  Elation,  happiness, 
jubilation,  adoration,  fell  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the 
Hebrew  “when  the  glory  of  Yahweh  filled  the  temple. 
The  Shekinah,  representing  God’s  presence  in  the  midst 
of  His  people,  was  the  medium  of  Israel’s  “glory.”  Now 
Chaldea  was  responsible  for  the  destruction  of  the  sacred 
emblem  in  what  they  thought  a  complete  annihilation  of 
the  Hebrew  Jehovah.  In  God’s  time,  however.  His  name 
would  once  more  triumph.  Hosea,  the  prophet  of  divine 
love,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five  years  before  the  Ad¬ 
vent,  uttered  this  note  of  warning,  “They  have  sinned 
against  me,  therefore  will  I  change  their  glory  into 
shame.”  Haggai  relieved  the  tension  by  his  encouraging 
declaration:  “The  desire  of  all  nations  shall  come,  and  I 
will  fill  this  house  with  ‘glory,’  and  the  latter  glory  shall 
be  greater  than  the  former,  saith  Jehovah  of  hosts.” 

The  despairing  groans  of  God’s  people  rose  like  incense 
to  heaven :  “Our  transgressions  find  our  sins  are  upon  us, 
and  we  pine  away  in  them,;  how  can  we  live?”  “Oh,  Je¬ 
hovah,  our  bones  are  dried  up,  and  our  hope  is  buried; 
we  are  clean  cut  off.”  Amid  it  all,  Simeon  with  childish 
faith  in  God’s  promises  calmly  “waits  upon  the  Lord.” 

And  ntm,  not  a  symbol,  but  the  Divine  Presence  Him¬ 
self  is  greeted  by  Simeon  in  the  temple.  His  bosom  heaves 
heavily,  his  pent-up  fears  are  subsided,  his  eyes  saw  “the 
greater  glory  of  the  latter  house.”  Simeon  is  free  once 
more  to  give  God  ownership.  He  now  finds  breathing 
space  to  once  more  refer  to  Israel  as  “thy  people.”  They 
had  apparently  forfeited  ownership  through  unbelief,  dis¬ 
obedience,  self-opinionatedness,  neglect,  formality.  Now 
Simeon  rejoices  with  joy  unspeakable,  because  “glory” 
which  God  had  specifically  delegated  to  Israel,  and  which 
Israel  had  wantonly  thrust  away,  is  restored  in  the  com¬ 
ing  of  the  Divinum  Humanum,  and  overwhelmed  with 
gratitude  of  the  first  magnitude,  the  seer  supplicates  the 
throne  of  grace,  “Now  lettest  thy  servant  depart.  Lord, 
according  to  thy  word,  in  peace ;  for  mine  eyes  have  seen !” 
Marvelous!  Exhilarating!  Impelling!  Astounding! 
Result-compelling ! 

Ye  Are  the  Children  of  Light 

Jesus — “Light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,”  comes  to  our 
view  very  vividly  at  this  Christmas  season,  and  continues 
His  mission  of  illuminating  the  darkness  of  the  world.'  He 
not  only  once  more  announces  Himself  “the  light  of  the 
'  world,”  but  He  renews  our  tremendous  responsibility  of 
nearly  two  thousand  years.  He  once  more  in  trumpet 
tones  says  to  us,  “Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world.”  As 
Paul  puts  it,  “Ye  are  all  the  children  of  light,  and  the 
children  of  the  day ;  we  are  not  of  the  night,  nor  of  dark¬ 
ness.”  This  is  the  message  of  Christmas  to  us.  Every  ray 
of  light  that  man  has  ever  received  came  from  Him.  The* 
glimpses  of  light  the  heathen  had  were  from  Him — “He  is 
the  light,  the  true,  lighting  every  man  coming  into  the 
world.”  Even  the  circumstances  surrounding  His  birth 
“light  up”  all  walks  of  life.  He  was  bom  in  obscure 
Bethlehem  so  that  the  rurally  crude  need  not  be  em¬ 
barrassed  to  come  to  Him;  He  was  bom  in  the  night, 
opening  the  way  for  those  in  the  meshes  of  the  dense  dark¬ 
ness  of  sin  to  come  to  Him ;  He  was  wrapped  in  swaddling 
clothes,  the  garb  of  the  humblest  peasant,  so  that  the  poor 
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need  not  hesitate  to  come  to  Him ;  He  was  bom  amidst  the 
oaths  and  bickerings  of  Godless  muleteers,  so  that  the  out¬ 
cast  may  be  emboldened  to  come  to  Him ;  foxes  had  holes, 
birds  of  the  air  had  nests;  He  had  not  where  to  lay  His 
head,  so  that  the  destitute  and  homeless  need  not  be 
ashamed  to  come.  He  has  covered  every  ground  before 
transmitting  this  “light”  to  us.  He  lights  men  of  every 
grade.  He  is  in  very  deed  “the  High  Priest  touched.'* 

As  we  commemorate  this  “lift”  from  darkness  to  light, 
let  us  not  forget  that  it  freights  us  afresh  with  the  respon¬ 
sibility  to  “let  our  light  so  shine  that  men  may  see  our 
good  works  and  glorify  our  Father,  which  is  in  heaven.” 
CLABKSBURG,  W.  VA. 

Pastoral  Letter,  Chattanooga 

Area 

By  Bishop  W.  P.  Thirkield 

HE  practical  and  very  helpful  measure  proposed 
by  the  Federation  Councils  Commission  on  Evan¬ 
gelism  for  the  deepening  of  spiritual  life  in  the 
churches,  is  the  reading  of  a  chapter  a  day  in  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Matthew  during  January,  and  in  the  Gospel  of 
John  in  Febmary.  To  encourage  this  bringing  of  the 
Scriptures  into  the  thought  and  life  of  the  people,  the 
American  Bible  Society  has  issued  copies  of  these  gos¬ 
pels  nicely  bound  at  one  cent  per  copy. 

In  preparation  for  our  forward  movement  in  evan¬ 
gelism  throughout  the  Chattanooga  Area,  I  would  urge 
pastors  and  district  superintendents  to  secure  copies  of 
these  gospels  and  distribute  them  among  the  people.  What 
finer  Christmas  or  New  Year’s  greeting  could  be  given 
than  a  copy  of  this  one-cent  edition  of  the  gospels?  May 
I  urge  this  upon  the  attention  of  every  pastor?  For  this 
area  the  Parcel  Post  rates  for  these  one-cent  portions 
is  as  follows: 


Zones  Zones  Zones 

1,  2&3  2,  3&4  2,  3&4 

Tennessee  Alabama  N.  Carolina 

For  26  copies .  8c  &  10c  8c,  10c  &  13  8c,  10c  &  13c 

For  60  copies .  9c  &  12c  9c,  12c  &  17c  9c,  12c  &  17c 

For  100  copies . 11c  &  16c  11c,  16c  &  26c  11c,  16c  &  26c 

For  200  copies . 16c  &  26c  16c,  26c  &  46c  16c,  26c  &  46c 

For  example:  400  copies  to  Zone  4  : 

First  200  . 46c 


Additional  200,  at  20c  per  100 . 40c 


85c 


General  Conference  Delegates 

ALABAMA  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial — Wallace  A.  Murphree,  pastor.  Route  4,  Birmingham, 

Ala.  Reserve — James  H.  Lott,  Conference  evangelist.  Trade,  Ala. 

LITTLE  ROCK  CONFERENCE 

Lay — George  C.  Taylor,  president  Philander  Smith  College,  922 
West  11th  Street,  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Mrs.  Hilda  M.  Nasmyth,  super¬ 
intendent  Adeline  Smith  Home,  1101  Izard  Street,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Reserve — Victoria  E.  Gates,  teacher,  Wheatley,  Ark.  Ananias  N. 
Neeley,  farmer,  Sweet  Home,  Ark. 

SAVANNAH  CONFERENCE 

Ministerial — Jackson  S.  Stripling,  district  superintendent,  Millen, 

Ga.  Reserve — Charles  W.  Prothro,  pastor,  LaGrange,  Ga. 

Lay — B.  H.  K.  Gross,  farmer,  R.  F.  D.  1,  Doverm,  Ga.  Reserve — 

B.  Samuel  J.  Willoughby,  mail  carrier,  1614  Picquet  Ave.,  Augusta, 

Ga. 

SOUTHERN  CONFERENCE 

Lay — G.  L.  Williams,  army  Y.  M.  C.  A.  secretary,  San  Antonio,  ‘ 
Tex.  Henry  E.  Draeger,  bank  cashier,  Seguin,  Tex.  Reserve — John 
H.  Wiedemann,  stock  farmer.  Mason,  Tex.  H.  H.  Jones,  civil  en¬ 
gineer,  Houston,  Tex. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

V 


Iktuvatioitai.  Skbiu 


By  the  Rev.  Edward  R.  Lewis,  A.M. 

JOHN  HERALDS  THE  MIGHTY  ONE 

FIRST  QUARTER.  LESSON  I.  JANUARY  1 
0«Mral  Letson  -TitU — John  the  Baptist  in  the  flesh  were  growing  old  and  passing 


and  Jesus. 

Letton  3fa<ertai— Mark  1.  1-18. 

Additional  Material  for  Teachers — Mark  6. 
14-29. 


experience.  He  was  not  under  the  control  of 
Satan  in  the  temptation  trial.  “The  Spirit 
driveth  him  forth.”  This  struggle  and  tri¬ 
umph  were  divinely  appointed.  Great  things 
were  preparing.  Surely  John  had  heralded 
“the  Mighty  One.” 

GROUP  COURSES 

Primary  Group — ^The  Bahy  Jesus  Is  Taken 
to  Church. 

Biblical  Materia] — Luke  2.  22-40. 

Junior  Group— Moses  Goes  to  Help  His  Peo¬ 
ple. 


Golden  Text — He  must  increase,  hut  I  must  compilations. 

/  T^l _ r%  n/v  \  S<*n/\lAVO  OVA  OiWWAAt 


Intermediate  Groop— Loyalty  to  Home. 

“  ^^t**"**®**^®  flospel.  Hence  the  School,  and  Chu^.  ^  ^ 

leaders  In  the  early  churches  seriously  irave  a  •  n  i~ii_  »  - 

their  mind  to  the  problem  of  selecting  the  ^roup-Choos^r  Drifting? 

best  accounts  and  preparing  the  most  satis-  _  . 

-  _ _ 11  _  i  •  _  .  a  m  _ _ _ _ _  ▼  A  a  a* 


decrease.  (John  8.  80.) 

Devotional  Reading — Psa.  4.  8  to  6.  8. 

GOSPEL  OF  THE  SON  OF  GOD 


Scholars  are  agreed  that  Mark  is  our  old¬ 
est  and  simplest  and  basic  record.  It  is  the 

J _ S  _  _  1  W  a*a  .  w 


Missionary  Interpretation 

LesSOK  POE  SuNDAT,  Jahuaet  1,  1928 


est  and  simplest  and  basic  record.  It  is  the  *, 

dynamic  Gospel.  In  this  story  Jesus  is  con-  I^nere  went  out  unto  Awn  all  the  country*’ 

fitAntlv  .mnvIniF  viK/iiif  Tf  la  4>a  D.  T).  D  \ 


stantly  -moving  about.  It  is  interesting  to 
go  right  through  Mark,  reconstructing  the 


— - —  4115111.  tuivu^ii  xuttrK,  recunstruciing  int 

Good  Tidings  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  fore-  itinerary  of  Jesus  by  picking  out  all  the  ref 
ord  and  title,  of  Mark’s  narrative  presents  e'cnces  to  His  movements. 


tP  .  a..  wva  •XPA'W 

word  and  title  of  Mark’s  narrative  presents  -  —  **“*'  *maoo  la^cu  purpusc  anu  message  or  inc 

his  purpose  clearly.  The  story  is  to  be  the  i®  »Pt  to  wonder,  “Why  are  the  data  gospel  unless  we  rediscover  with  real  modem 

good  tidings,  or  gospel,  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  comparatively  scanty,  considering  how  large  significance  the  .missionary  thought  and 
Son  of  God.  The  marginal  note  informs  us  ®  volume  an  adequate  life  of  Christ  would  sdheme  which  is  the  very  heart  of  the  gospd. 
that  some  ancient  authorities  omit  the  last  ““i'c?”  To  this  it  may  be  answered:  “All  Time  should  be  given  to  study  the  mission- 

VT _ _  Ai_«  •  .  fliA  OAfiaril-iAa  a#  4-U^  J.^  -  ......  _ a.  5„  _  _  .1  « 


(By  D.  D.  Martin,  D.D.) 

We  are  beginning  with  this  new  year  a  six- 
months’  course  in  the  Gospels.  We  shall 
miss  the  real  purpose  and  message  of  the 


mat  some  ancient  authorities  omit  the  last  ““^er  10  mis  11  may  ne  answered:  "Ail  lime  should  be  given  to  study  the  mission- 
phrase.  Nevertheless  this  phrase  is  a  true  **?®  activities  of  the  early  disciples  led  to  a  ary  element  in  each  lesson  and  relate  it  to 
characteriaation  of  Mark’s  dominant  concep-  missionary  specialisation  which  se-  the  Kingdom’s  progress  in  the  world  in  our 

tlonj  and  it  has  provided  our  six-months’  *®cted  out  those  materials  that  would  be  of  day. 

course  of  lessons  with  its  title,  “The  Gospel  “°®*  “®®  immediate  purposes.  They  did  John,  the  forerunner  of  Christ,  was  a  great 
of  the  Son  of  God:  Studies  in  Mark.”  grasp  the  scope  of  the  life  and  influence  missionary  prophet.  He  went  to  the  wilder- 

The  beginning  of  this  story  of  the  “good  Jesus.  The  subject  of  Mark  is  Jesus’  ac-  ness  for  his  active  ministry.  His  light  was 
tidings”  is  like  Mark  throughout— it  is  ab-  **'^®  ministry  and  accompanying  experiences,  made  to  shine  in  the  darkness.  The  country 
rupt,  vivid,  and  vigorous.  It  is  a  real  privi-  special  attention  to  the  tragic  close  of  folk  flocked  to  him.  They  heard  and  believed 

lege  to  have  the  opportunity  of  spending  six  earthly  career.”  his  message;  in  attestation  to  their  faith 

months  in  systematic  study  of  this  earliest  '^*'®  Mark  may  be  outlined  briefly  they  were  baptized  by  him.  They  came 

and  most  picturesque  of  the  Gospels.  In  its  follows:  in  such  numbers  as  to  make  a  stir  among 

pages  the  Son  of  God  walks  mysteriously  and  1.  Introduction.  more  favored  people  from  the  cities,  and 

potently.  The  portrait  that  we  have  of  Him  2.  Galilean  Experiences.  many  of  the  leaders  and  promhient  members 

is  unique  in  the  New  Testament.  3.  Judean  Experiences.  u  ®°®*®*y»  mduding  officials,  were  influenced 

With  this  in  mind,  we  should  keep  before  ‘s'  ■  by  his  message.  John  was  not  mumbling  a 

us,  through  the  entire  period,  the  aim  of  the  The  Path-Straightener.  John  ot  the  Des-  oI  the  Jews,  but  uttering  words  of  life 

course  as  formulated  by  the  Lesson  Com-  erts  came  to  prepare  the  way  for  One  who  .*"®  v^orld. 


1.  Introduction. 

2.  Galilean  Experiences. 

3.  Judean  Experiences. 


tiic  entire  pcrioa^  xne  aiiii  or  tne  tionn  oi  tne  a#ui.  U4.1.C11U25  wurusi  me 

course  as  formulated  by  the  Lesson  Com-  ei’ts  came  to  prepare  the  way  for  One  who  world. 

mittee:  “To  discover,  through  a  study  of  a  vras  mightier  than  he.  John  came  in  all  the  message  of  hope  in  this  dark  world 

series  of  vivid  pictures  of  Jesus’  deeds  of  simplicity  and  selflessness  of  the  stem  proph-  ^vouse  interest.  No  preacher  or  mls- 

power  and  of  His  teachinira  cnntAlnoH  In  thn  ets  of  the  older  dav.  He  enme  tn  sfi-aivlifnn  sionary  will  have  trouble  in  getting  a  crowd 


series  of  vivid  pictures  of  Jesus’  deeds  of  simplicity  and  selflessness  of  the  stem  proph-  ^vouse  interest.  No  preacher  or  mls- 

power  and  of  His  teachings  contained  in  the  ets  of  the  older  day.  He  came  to  straighten  will  have  trouble  in  getting  a  crowd 

Gospel  of  Mark,  the  basis  of  the  writer’s  con-  paths  in  the  hearts  of  men,  to  prepare  the  I*  they  can  show  the  people  a  way  of  escape 

viction  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  way  in  devious  and  crooked  consciences.  To  "®m  sorrow  and  despair.  John  had  such  a 

God.”  this  end  he  preached  the  baptism  of  repent-  presented  the  Christ  of  prom- 

Thm  TT  1  ou  «  ,•  ®'’®®  unto  remission  ot  sins.  At  that  time  ®®®  deliverance  from  sin.  Jesus  did  not  dls- 

ord^  ref^r/reo^entw  to  b«P«sm  had  not  become  a  formal  churchly  “PP®*"*.  hut  fulfilled  all  that  had  been  said 

SI,  tkf ^  frequmtly  to  the  (^spel  story  un-  jt  simple,  rugged  sign  in  a  Every  people  of  all  religions  need 

name.  They  regarded  the  first-hand  desert  place  of  a  change  of^ heart  which  hnow  Christ,  the  Saviour  from  sin  and 
fnihS'if  **  concerning  Jesus  as  a  most  sacred  ^ould  prepare  the  way  for  the  greater  bap-  **’®  world’s  Hope.  No  other  religion  has  any 

inheritance,  a  fortune  deposited  to  their  ac-  tigm,  ^  ^  such  hope  to  o^r.  All  the  people  will  gather 

count,  from  which  they  drew  interest.  This  a  v  is.  i  ®“®"  ®  message  to-day  as  when  John 

nAaiitiTiil  IfsiFanv  urac  tAalrvv.sIvr  SutTlt-d-Tt'D^n.  Onp  nAV  n  KMuflfnl  xi...  _ _ i _  ^ 


accounts  concerning  Jesus  as  a  most  sa7red  change  of  heart  which 

inheritance,  a  fortune  deposited  to  theTr  ac-  *''®  *‘'®  «^®®*®'-  ‘’“P’  mch  hope  to  oX 

count,  from  which  they  drew  interest.  This  ,  •  for  such  a  mess 

beautiful  legacy  was  guarded  jealously  for  apmt-driven.  One  day  a  beautiful  Youth  was  the  preacher. 


ucauLiiui  legacy  was  guaraea  jealously  for  k/ne  uay  a  oeauiiiui  xourn  was  the  preacher. 

long  years  before  it  was  finally  committed  ®?“*®  John  and  submitted  to  the  simple  Jesus  was  baptized  of  John  as  an  example 
to  writing.  **‘®  Jordan.  We  are  to  of  obedience  to  the  divine  call  Then  the 

These  early  accounts  were  of  two  kinds:  ^  x  than  con-  inaugural  Voice  of  heavenly  recognition 

stories  of  Jesus’  deeds,  His  journeyings.  His  to  the  custom  of  the  hour.  In  Jesus’  came  that  all  might  know  that  He  came  from 

miracles,  H's  wonderful  experiences;  and  col-  experience  **  was  a  momentous  happen-  God,  and  henceforth  might  fix  their  hope 

lections  of  His  sayings,  parables,  aphorisms,  Certainly  the  declaration  from  heaven  on  Him.  God  will  place  the  seal  of  His 

solemn  exhortations.  The  book  of  Mark,  for  ^  ®  crisis  in  Jesus  career.  approval  on  every  missionary  of  His  in  this 


^  - —  —  — w... .  Liiak  aiA  uiigiit  Knuw  max  ne  came  irom 

own  experience  it  was  a  momentous  happen-  God,  and  henceforth  might  fix  their  hope 
mg.  Certainly  the  declaration  from  heaven  on  Him.  God  will  place  the  seal  of  His 
i”  T  , . X  approval  on  every  missionary  of  His  in  this 

_  .  T  ,  X.  every  land,  and  these  signs  will  give 

....X.. _ A  .  *  . 


ovAciiiia  CA.11WI xaxiuiis.  me  uook  oi  marK,  lor  <0,  ^  T  ,  7.  TT  .  ^ un  uiiosiuiiar/  ui  nis  in  xnis 

the  most  part,  belongs  to  the  first  sort,  for  th^pirit  dro^  Jesus  into  and  every  land,  and  these  signs  will  give 

it  is  mainly  a  narrative  of  Jesus’  doings.  Hlf  wilderness  that  He  might  be  tempted,  assurance  to  all  who  accept  their  teaching 

^  I  nilfi  rllA  TAt*4>et<vn^  f\r  .T/xnn  nrae  Xl.x.X  Xl _ _  _  x1 _ _ a  .  «  ^ 


Epworth  League  Topic 


JANUARY 


■  A.  AO  UEcasiiAj'  a  liaiiatJVC  Ul  t/CBUS  UUmgS.  rrfl.  a1_  ^  t  1  .  i  w  ,  ® - - r  - vw  C»A1  WAIU  XllCir  LCtteillllK 

New  Testament  scholars  are  agreed  that  «  ®  of  John  was  justified,  that  they  are  the  “sent  of  God”  to  give 

Paul’s  letters  were  written  before*  our  Gos-  was  not  subjected  to  casual  or  deliverance  and  help  to  all  who  need,  and 

pels  assumed  writterform.  Of  cou^^  *®  P®®P*® 

Gospels  in  their  original  Zl  forZgo  back  significance,  a  divine  quality,  in  this  oammok  semikaet. 

to  the  very  time  of  Jesus.  The  early  apostles 

and  their  disciples  eagerly  carried  the  story  _ 

of  their  Master’s  life  and  teaching  far  .and  iT'  T  _  * 

Tu®  A  “®®P®'^^"8  J®s«s  ^as  risen  from  I_J  I)  W  O  F  t  ll  JLi  03.2rLl0  1  ODlC 

the  dead  and  was  to  return  as  their  Messiah,  ^  ft  x  * 

they  penetrated  many  countries  on  missionary  JANUARY  1 

tours  or  carried  the  teaching  as  they  went  -r.  . 

on  business.”  By  A.  H.  Beardsley 

Mark’s  Gospel.  As  time  passed,  it  became  - 

increasingly  desirable  to  commit  the  sacred  xxr  a  t  t  T-n-i-nr.  . -rv 

deposit  of  story  and  teaching  to  writing.  As  AVALKING  LIFE  S  ROAD  WITH  CHRIST 

Christianity  spread,  it  was  not  possible  for 

many  of  the  congregations  to  hear  the  ac-  tA-<UKe  m.  laj 

count  even  from  the  lips  of  those  who  had  Life’s  road  is  a  highway  over  which  we  peace  and  joy  fill  the  traveler.  Again  a 
^^®  immediate  disciples  of  all  are  traveling.  It  is  a  continuous  road,  traveler  may  have  all  he  can  possibly  ^se  of 
iti  ®  ’I®*'®'®"  •^®®“®  death.  All  the  experiences  riches  and  honor  and  power,  and  even  then 

M  ®  A°  «®”®  ®*‘®pt-  “^®  ®0”®  within  th®  bounds  of  this  jour-  the  road  may  become  dull  and  uninteresting. 

A  f ’  ^  J**®  ‘^®*^  «®®ms  a  joy  or  a  It  is  self-evident  that  there  must  be  some- 

u.r  rll  .  i  P®«ecutlon  grew  hard  climb,  according  to  the  spirit  with  which  thing  entirely  independent  of  the  physical 

no  '^®  Al®''®'*  ^®°“®  ^®'‘y  *^‘®  P®*^  “^®  ®"d  its  material  things  that  vi- 

documZort  ®  ®"^  Seemingly  a  conUnual  tally  affects  the  journey  and  thi  traveler. 

°  FoZn*  r  ^  r.  If  A  struggle  with  poverty  and  hardship,  yet  when  It  may  be  there  are  several  things.  First, 

werrcAllpd  hTi-  ®  **’®^  V:®!!*  S®I*®‘"  ®P‘®“  *’'®  *’"'’^®"«  t**®"  ‘®  °"®’»  personality,  ^e  same 

were  called  for.  Those  who  had  known  Jesus  seem  light,  the  hardships  are  forirotten.  and  dav  on  ih#  rOAfl  TnAV  twb  atKansMsI  Kv 


By  A.  H.  Beardsley 
WALKING  LIFE’S  ROAD  WITH  CHRIST 


(Luke 

Life’s  road  is  a  highway  over  which  we 
all  are  traveling.  It  is  a  continuous  road, 
and  ends  only  at  death.  All  the  experiences 
of  life  come  within  the  bounds  of  this  jour¬ 
ney,  and  the  road  itself  seems  a  joy  or  a 
hard  climb,  according  to  the  spirit  with  which 
we  travel.  Some  have  very  little  of  this 
world’s  goods,  and  seemingly  a  continual 
struggle  with  poverty  and  hardship,  yet  when 
they  travel  with  a  certain  spirit  the  burdens 
seem  light,  the  hardships  are  forgotten,  and 


peace  and  joy  fill  the  traveler.  Again  a 
traveler  may  have  all  he  can  possibly  use  of 
rkhes  and  honor  and  power,  and  even  then 
the  road  may  become  dull  and  uninteresting. 

It  is  self-evident  that  there  must  be  some¬ 
thing  entirely  independent  of  the  physical 
part  of  life  and  its  material  things  that  vi¬ 
tally  affects  the  journey  and  the  traveler. 
It  may  be  there  are  several  things.  First, 
there  is  one’s  own  personality.  The  same 
day  on  the  road  may  be  greatly  changed  by 
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the  changing  mood  of  the  traveler.  A  calm 
person  would  go  serenely  on,  no  matter  what 
occurred;  a  fearful  person  would  see  imag¬ 
inary  dangers  at  every  turn;  a  petulant  per¬ 
son  would  chafe  and  fret  over  the  inevitable. 
Oneself  is  a  traveling  companion  you  cannot 
get  rid  of  or  avoid.  That,  if  no  other  reason, 
would  be  a  great  reason  to  try  to  develop  into 
the  kind  of  a  person  you  want  to  be  with 
all  the  time.  Besides  oneself,  there  are  the 
traveling  companions  we  meet  with  or  choose 
for  the  journey.  Some  are  just  chance  ac¬ 
quaintances,  traveled  with  to-day  and  gone 
to-morrow.  They  make  up  the  change  and 
variety  along  the  road  of  life.  Then  there 
are  the  tried  and  trusted  friends  whom  we 
meet  with  often,  whom  we  love,  and  to  whom 
we  entrust  the  thoughts  of  our  hearts,  and 
become  mutually  helpful  and  inspiring. 
These  friends  may  travel  with  us  a  long  time 
and  then  move  to  another  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  or  be  estranged  and  lost.  Then  there 
is  a  partner  which  some  choose  as  a  travel¬ 
ing  companion  on  the  road  of  life.  They 
decide  to  make  a  home  together,  share  each 
other’s  joys  and  sorrows,  care  for  each  other, 
work  together,  and  travel  till  life’s  journey 
ends  together. 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Hugo,  Okla. — On  November  30,  while  on  a 
visit  pertaining  to  church  interests.  Dr.  B. 
R.  Booker,  the  district  superintendent  of  the 
Topeka  District,  was  the  pleasant  guest  of 
the  Rev.  J.  D.  Gibson  and  family.  This  visit 
was  short  but  indeed  inspiring. — Mrs.  M.  S. 
Gibson,  Reporter. 

Locketburg,  Ark. — Mt.  Carmel  Methodist 
Episcopal  church;  We  had  a  most  inspir¬ 
ing  service  on  Thanksgiving  Day  at  2  P.  M. 
Everyone  present  testified  by  giving  thanks 
for  the  blessings  that  had  been  bestowed 
upon  them.  The  meeting  was  conducted  by 
Bro.  Turntime. — The  Rev.  L.  C.  Williams, 
Pastor;  Sister  P.  L.  White,  Reporter. 

Lushys,  Md. — Our  annual  State  rally  was 
held  on  Sunday,  November  27.  We  were 
blessed  both  morning  and  afternoon  with 
gospel  messages  from  our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
W.  E.  Williams.  Collection  for  the  day, 
$369.18.  The  Rev.  Williams  deserves  much 
credit  for  the  splendid  work  done  on  this 
circuit.  The  day  was  enjoyed  and  appre¬ 
ciated  by  all. — Mrs.  Mary  E.  Mosely,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Brownfield,  Mies. — November  20  was  a 
high  day  at  Brooks  Chapel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  Our  membership  is  small  in¬ 
deed,  but  our  pastor  asked  us  to  raise  $26 
in  the  rally.  We  went  over  the  top,  raising 
$26.66.  We  have  paid  the  pastor  in  full 
for  this  year.  Our  motto  is,  “Let  the  church 
roll  on.”  Pray  for  our  success. — ^The  Rev. 
B.  S.  Pegues,  Pastor;  Mrs.  E.  L.  Harper, 
Reporter. 

Georgetown,  Mo. — ^The  junior  stewards  of 
St.  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  are  do¬ 
ing  a  great  work,  led  by  Sister  Luella  An¬ 
derson.  They  report  each  month.  We  now 
have  on  a  $260  rally  for  the  third  Sunday  in 
March.  The  junior  stewards  are  very  much 
interested  in  the  church.  May  God  bless  Sis¬ 
ter  Anderson  and  her  little  band.  The  Ladies’ 
Aid  Society  is  moving  along  nicely.  Our 
church  program  is  well  in  hand. — The  Rev. 
Clarence  D.  Hester,  Pastor. 

Albany,  Ala. — Shortly  after  the  Annual 
Conference  was  over,  we  put  on  a  drive  for 
our  World  Service,  which  was  to  close  Thanks¬ 
giving  Day.  On  that  day  the  ladies  of  our 
church  served  a  Thanksgiving  dinner  which 
was  enjoyed  by  all  present  We  are  thank¬ 
ful  to  say  that  our  World  Service  is  raised 
in  full,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  a 
good  year.  All  of  our  members  are  working 
faithfully  to  make  this  year  a  signal  suc¬ 
cess. — The  Rev.  A.  P.  Sumter,  Pastor;  Mrs. 
Fmna  P.  Owens,  Reporter. 


All  of  these  traveling  companions  men¬ 
tioned  are  human  companions,  subject  to  the 
limitations  of  human  beings.  They  may  per¬ 
sist  throughout  life;  they  may  always  under¬ 
stand  us  and  feel  with  us  and  be  all  wise  in 
their  companionship,  or  they  may  be  fickle, 
faulty,  foolish.  But  there  is  another  One 
who  draws  near  on  the  road  of  life,  and  if 
we  admit  Him  to  our  company,  He  explains 
to  us  many  of  the  things  that  trouble  us. 
He  is  always  patient,  always  compassionate 
for  our  woes,  always  tender,  always  thought¬ 
ful  of  others  and  of  the  best  good  of  all. 
Such  a  companion  on  life’s  road  is  Jesus. 
He  is  a  Friend  not  of  time,  but  for  eternity. 
He  will  never  turn  against  us,  but  is  always 
anxious  to  win  us  to  the  love  of  God  and 
of  our  fellow  men.  He  never  intrudes  Him¬ 
self  upon  us.  He  comes  when  we  think  of 
Him  and  yearn  for  the  coming  of  the  King¬ 
dom.  If  we  ask  Him  to  abide  with  us,  then 
the  very  bread  we  eat  will  seem  blessed  by 
His  presence.  In  this  time  of  beginnings, 
when  we  are  about  to  start  another  lap  of 
the  journey,  it  is  well  to  take  a  thought  for 
the  traveling  companions  we  will  keep  com¬ 
pany  with.  Will  Christ  be  our  Companion 
on  the  1928  segment  of  the  journey  of  life? 


— Clinton,  La. — We  want  to  thank  Bishop 
Jones  and  our  good  district  superintendent, 
B.  J.  Reddix,  for  having  sent  to  us  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Davis  as  pastor.  Our  church  has 
taken  on  new  life;  souls  have  been  added  to 
tne  church;  the  parsonage  repaired  and  re¬ 
furnished  under  the  direction  of  the  trus¬ 
tees,  Ladies’  Aid,  and  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society,  We  feel  that  we  have 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  Every 
interest  of  the  church  work  is  being  looked 
after.  Our  slogan  is,  “Over  the  top  with  our 
World  Service  on  Easter  Sunday.” — Mrs. 
Delia  Collins,  Reporter. 

Glasgow,  Mo. — The  Lewis  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  pulled  off  a  most 
successful  budget  rally,  Sunday,  December  4. 
The  pastor  conducted  the  morning  service,  at 
the  close  of  which  one  person  joined  the 
church.  The  Rev.  Spencer  Ray,  of  Fayette, 
Mo.,  preached  in  the  afternoon,  and  everyone 
went  away  highly  instructed  and  edified  by 
his  masterly  discourse.  There  were  two 
clubs — the  ladies  were  led  by  Mrs.  Lucretia 
Jackson,  raising  $77.76;  the  men,  led  by  Mr. 
Jackson  Williams,  reported  $78;  total, 
$166.76. — The  Rev.  H.  T.  Reeves,  Pastor; 
Mrs.  Jennie  Booker,  Secretary. 

Windsor,  Mo. — ^The  Steward  Board  of  St. 
Matthew  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  served 
dinner  on  Thanksgiving,  led  by  Sister  Mil¬ 
dred  Shockley.  This  has  been  a  feature  of 
Thanksgiving  Day  at  the  chhrch  for  several 
years,  but  we  had  a  greater  success  this  year 
than  ever  before.  These  same  good  people 
presented  the  pastor.  Rev.  C.  D.  Hester,  a 
nice  suit  of  cldthes.  Too  much  praise  cannot 
be  given  Sister  Shockley  and  her  faithful 
few.  She  never  tires  of  fostering  her  part 
of  the  program.  The  pastor  wishes  to  thank 
her  and  her  faithful  few  who  assisted  in  this 
work.  Our  revival  started  December  11;  the 
Rev.  E.  M.  Madden  has  been  engaged  to 
conduct  the  meeting.  Pray  for  our  success 
in  this  meeting. — Reporter. 

Preston,  Miss. — November  26,  27,  were  high 
days  at  this  charge.  We  have'  just  entered 
our  new  church.  The  Rev.  G.  W,  Vaughn, 
our  pastor  on  the  Preston  circuit,  and  his 
good  people,  tore  down  the  old  Macedonia 
Church  and  built  a  new  one  In  its  place  at 
the  cost  of  ,$300.  Of  this  amount,  $260  has 
been  raised,  leaving  a  balance  of  ^0.  On 
November  27  we  entered  our  new  church  to 
finish  the  business  of  the  fourth  Quarterly 
Conference.  At  11  A.  M.  the  Rev.  Vaughn 
preached  an  able  sermon  to  a  large  and  ap¬ 
preciative  congregation.  At  7.30  P.  M.  the 
district  superintendent,  Rev.  D.  L.  Morgan, 
preached  to  a  crowded  house.  Amount 
raised,  $26.60;  paid  district  superintendent, 
$16;  paid  pastor,  $9.60.  Too  much  cannot 
be  said  of  our  good  pastor,  the  Rev.  G.  W. 


Vaughn.  He  is  a  good  preacher,  builder, 
and  leader  for  his  people.-^llie  Jones,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Birmingham,  Ala. — Mt.  Moriah  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  doing  splendid  work. 
The  members  are  very  grateful  to  the  bishop 
for  sending  us  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Dunn  as  pas¬ 
tor  for  this  Conference  year.  Every  aux¬ 
iliary  of  the  church  is  taking  on  new  life. 
The  pastor  preached  an  excellent  sermon 
Sunday  morning  from  St.  Matt.  27.  22,  “What 
shall  I  do  with  Jesus?”  after  which  we  were 
favored  with  a  melodious ‘solo  by  Mr.  Alfred 
McCraig.  The  district  superintendent.  Rev. 
J.  W.  Thomas,  was  scheduled  to  hold  his  first 
Quarterly  Conference  Friday  night,  but  the 
weather  was  unfavorable,  and  the  meeting 
was  postponed  until  Monday  night.  He 
preached  a  soul-stirring  sermon  for  us  Sun¬ 
day  morning  from  St.  Luke  20.  86.  Amount 
raised  for  district  superintendent  was  $20; 
for  stewards,  $7.26;  for  City  Mission,  $1.65, 
and  benevolence,  ,$2.60;  total,  $31.90.  This  is 
a  very  creditable  showing  for  Mt.  Moriah, 
considering  the  small  membership. — Mrs.  R. 
E.  Marbury,  Reporter. 

Scotlandville,  La.  —  Camphor  Memorial 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  A  grand  re¬ 
ception  was  given  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Carter  on 
the  arrival  of  his  family,  Mrs.  Carter  and 
cousin,  Mrs.  Hall,  of  Shreveport,  La.  In 
spite  of  the  rain,  the  members  and  their 
friends  responded  well  to  make  the  recep¬ 
tion  just  what  it  should  be.  The  Rev.  B.  J. 
Reddix,  district  superintendent,  and  the 
Rev.  M.  R.  Walker  were  the  guests  of  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carter.  Lunch  was  served. 
The  district  superintendent  made  an  ever¬ 
lasting  impression  on  the  hearts  of  all  who 
were  present,  telling  of  the  faithfulness  of 
the  members  of  the  church.  The  Rev.  Carter 
expressed  his  feeling  toward  the  members, 
and  spoke  of  having  found  the  work  very 
much  alive  in  the  absence  of  a  pastor.  The 
committee  on  luncheon  was  composed  of  Mrs. 
L.  U.  Brown,  O.  Green,  O.  Robinson,  M.  L. 
Bradford,  Adna  Field,  A.  Duke,  and  Mr. 
Ed.  Smith.  We  are  praying  for  a  pros¬ 
perous  year. — James  Bradford,  Reporter. 

Shelbyville,  Tenn. — Sunday,  November  27, 
a  great  home-coming  celebration,  was  held  at 
Scott  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  the  home-coming  mes¬ 
sage  was  brought  by  our  beloved  pastor.  A 
part  of  the  sixth  verse  of  the  twentieth  chap¬ 
ter  of  St.  Matthew  was  chosen  as  a  text, 
“Why  stand  ye  here  all  the  day  idle?”  The 
message  was  inspiring  and  beneficial.  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon,  at  3  o’clock,  woman’s  hour 
was  observed.  A  splendid  program  was 
rendered  by  the  best  talented  women  of  the 
city.  Miss  Minnie  L.  Dean  presided,  and 
the  program  was  a  grand  success.  Sunday 
evening,  at  7.30  o’clock,  a  soul-stirring  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Wittenberg,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Turner  College.  Very  large  crowds 
attended  all  of  the  services.  Sunday  evening 
the  church  was  packed  to  its  capacity.  A 
nice  sum  of  money  was  realised  at  all  serv¬ 
ices.  Several  dinners  were  sold  at  the  church 
on  Thanksgiving  Day.  Various  plans  are  be¬ 
ing  made  to  erect  a  new  parsonage.  The 
church  is  progressing  under  the  leadership 
of  the  new  pastor,  who  is  ably  assisted  by  his 
good  wife.  We  solicit  the  prayers  of  the 
area. — The  Rev.  D.  T.  Burch,  Pastor;  Sarah 
E.  Dean,  Reporter. 

Columbia,  Tenn. — As  seen  by  an  interested 
observer  of  the  progress  of  our  church 
in  Columbia,  Tenn.,  under  the  district  su¬ 
perintendency  of  the  Rev.  R.  A.  Dowell  and 
the  immediate  supervision  of  the  Rev.  B.  J. 
Meredith.  These  two  giants  of  our  Meth¬ 
odism,  given  charge  of  this  much-coveted 
territory  by  Bishop  M.  W.  Clair  at  the  last 
annual  session  of  the  Conference,  have  made 
steps  toward  permanent  establishment  of  our 
church  in  this  section  of  the  State.  One  week 
after  the  close  of  our  Annual  Conference,  the 
Rev.  B.  .1.  Meredith  appeared  on  the  scene, 
finding  only  eleven  members  and  a  few  other 
sympathizers.  The  membership  was  called 
into  a  private  conference  by  the  pastor.  A 
permanent  committee  on  selection  of  a  church 
site  was  sent  out.  A  location  was  found  by 
the  pastor  and  the  committee.  There  is  a 
modern  brick  church  valued  at  .$6,000,  situ- 
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ated  on  the  corner  of  Eighth  and  Glade 
StreetSi  in  Columbia.  This  church,  through 
the  financial  aid  of  the  pastor,  was  pur¬ 
chased  for  our  Methodism.  The  pastor  fur¬ 
nished  $3,260  for  the  immediate  possession 
of  the  property.  There  remains  a  balance 
of  $260  in  the  form  of  a  note  and  a  mort¬ 
gage  of  $400.  After  an  experience  of  thirty 
years  with  various  able  men  of  our  church 
to  establish  here,  one  might  feel  a  little 
doubtful,  but  knowing  the  courage,  experi¬ 
ence,  successes,  and  powers  of  this  pastor, 
we  feel  sure  that  the  long-looked-for  success 
of  our  church  in  Columbia  is  assured. — S.  M. 
Utley,  Reporter. 

Kingsport,  Tenn. — When  our  new  pastor, 
the  Rev.  L.  P.  Whitten,  called  his  first  board 
meeting  and  outlined  his  program  for  the 
year,  we  were  convinced  that  the  Confer¬ 
ence  had  sent  us  a  pastor  who,  by  training 
and  experience,  is  able  to  lead  us  to  the  goal 
of  success.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  our 
church  is  on  the  upward  move  and  that  our 
congregations  are  increasing  each  Sunday  to 
hear  our  pastor,  whose  pulpit  ability  is  of 
the  highest  order.  The  pastor  and  family 
are  comfortably  located  in  the  newly  acquired 
parsonage  on  Walnut  Street,  which  has  been 
beautifully  furnished.  The  Ladies’  Aid  So¬ 
ciety  is  looking  after  the  light,  and  a  new 
range  has  been  purchased  by  the  parsonage 
committee.  On  Wednesday  night  a  storm 
arose  and  settled  over  the  parsonage.  The 
members  came  bringing  groceries  of  every 
dncription.  The  dining-room  table  and 
kitchen  cabinet  were  filled  with  many  choice 
things.  Mrs..  Davis,  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  So¬ 
ciety,  presented  the  pastor  a  cash  purse.  Mr. 
P.  W.  Collins  sang  beautifully,  and  the  Rev. 
Whitten  led  in  prayer,  asking  God’s  blessings 
on  those  who  had  done  so  much  toward  mak¬ 
ing  him  and  his  family  happy.  On  Thanks¬ 
giving  Day,  after  the  morning  sermon,  the 
Ladies’  Aid  Society  served  dinner  at  the 
church,  and  many  came  to  enjoy  the  good 
things  prepared  for  the  occasion.  At  night 
the  tables  were  removed  and  we  listened  to 
a  program  fostered  by  Mrs.  Katie  Gardner, 
organist  for  the  junior  choir.  We  are  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  one  of  the  best  years  in  the 
history  of  the  church.— Preston  Collins,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Marion,  Ala. — We  wish  to  say  to  the  read¬ 
ers  of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate 
that  we  have  one  of  the  finest  churches  in 
the  Central  Alabama  Conference.  Since  the 
Conference  year  of  1927,  we  have  been  able 
to  wreck  the  old  building  that  was  built  in 
1822  by  the  hands  of  slaves  and  under  the 
leadership  of  a  Mr.  Curry.  The  District 
Conference  was  held  here,  and  many  spec¬ 
tators  chanced  to  look  upon  the  frame  struc¬ 
ture  that  was  being  built.  It  is  now  com¬ 
pleted.  We  are  graced  with  the  pastorate 
of  the  Rev.  Z.  K.  Jackson,  who  is  a  great 
preacher,  splendid  pastor,  and  good  finan¬ 
cier.  Six  months  after  the  assignment  of  the 
Rev.  Jackson,  we  were  organized  into  com¬ 
panies  and  put  under  captains  as  follows: 
M.  S.  Norfleet,  W.  L.  Reed,  H.  Mims,  and 
T.  G.  Sanders.  The  captains  worked  hard 
to  raise  money  to  rebuild  the  church.  Our 
district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Wil¬ 
liams,  worked  night  and  day  to  help  us  put 
over  this  wonderful  job.  'The  various  aux¬ 
iliaries  have  been  reorganized  and  are  put¬ 
ting  on  plans  to  install  a  new  piano  and 
heater  that  will  complete  the  new  building. 
On  November  22,  23,  the  pastor  and  officers 
were  able  to  interest  both  Perry  and  Hale 
Counties  in  what  is  known  as  a  “Farmers’ 
Conference,”  and  were  successful  in  getting 
the  co-operation  of  all  the  merchants  and 
business  and  professional  men  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  towns:  Marion,  Uniontown,  and  Greens¬ 
boro.  The  judge  of  Perry  County  and  sev¬ 
eral  other  white  friends  spoke  to  the  con¬ 
ference.  The  pastor  acted  as  master  of  cere¬ 
monies  and  gave  a  hearty  wel-o  n  •  ^iiein 
for  the  next  year’s  conference. — Reporter. 


trict.  West  Virginia  Conference,  and  Dr.  J.  E. 
Wagner,  pastor  of  Fourth  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.  Or¬ 
ganizations  taking  prominent  places  on  the 
program  were  the  following:  The  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society,  Mrs.  Arvelia  Moe, 
president,  and  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  Mrs.  Mamie  Kent,  president. 
The  history  of  these  organizations  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  church,  as  well  as  the  local  church,  was 
reviewed  by  Mesdames  Fannie  Turner  and 
Mamie  Kent,  respectively.  Greetings  from 
two  of  the  ex-pastors— Drs.  B.  T.  Perkins, 
pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  J.  S.  Car- 
roll,  district  superintendent  of  the  South 
Baltimore  District— with  the  historic  brief  of 


the  church,  were  read  by  Mr.  P.  A.  Jeffries. 
The  music  recital,  the  closing  feature  of  the 
anniversary,  was  a  fitting  climax.  LiOvers  of 
music  taxed  the  seating  capacity  of  the  au¬ 
ditorium,  and  the  occasion  reflected  much 
credit  upon  the  director.  Dr.  M.  A.  Morrison, 
and  his  efficient  organist,  Mrs.  Helen  Yates. 
The  merits  of  this  choir  have  given  it  -  a 
place  on  the  radio  musical  programs  of  the 
Wheeling  Broadcasting  Station.  Our  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Williams,  has  accepted 
an  invitation  to  preach  the  annual  sermon 
to  the  men  of  Calvary  Church,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  February  12,  1928.  Simpson  Church  is 
facing  the  closing  of  another  successful  Con¬ 
ference  year.— J.  R.  Mason,  Recording  Stew¬ 
ard. 


District  Activities 


District  Rounds 

AUSTIN  DISTRICT 
First  Round — Georgetown,  December  12, 
13;  Wesley  Chapel  (Austin),  18,  19;  Lock¬ 
hart  Ct.,  26,  26;  Luling  Ct.,  January  1,  2; 
Hutto  Ct.,  7,  8;  Simpson  Tabernacle  (Aus¬ 
tin),  16,  16;  LaGrange  Ct.,  21,  22;  Fayette¬ 
ville  Ct.,  28,  29;  Winchester  St.,  February 
4,  6;  Smithville  Ct.,  12,  13;  San  Marcos,  19, 
20;  Littig-Giddings  Ct.,  26,  26;  Austin  Ct, 
March  3,  4;  Cedar  Creek  Ct.,  10,  Jl. 

Brethren:  Let’s  start  right  now  to  putting 
over  our  program;  by  getting  the  right  start 
we  will  have  no  trouble  in  ending  right  Let’s 
take  in  consideration  every  department  of  the 
church,  and  don’t  forget  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate.  We  are  anxious  that 
every  officer  especially  should  read  our  church 
paper. — S.  E.  Blacknell,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

COLUMBUS  DISTRICT 
Fourth  Round — Urbana,  January  6; 
Springfield,  Wiley,  7,  8;  Broaddus  (3  P.  M.), 
8;  New  London,  13;  Elyria,  14,  16;  Lorain 
(3  P.  M.),  15;  Youngstown,  22;  Akron,  23; 
Canton,  24;  Centenary,  Columbus,  29,  30; 
Oberlin  (8  P.  M.),  16;  Eleventh  St.,  Febru¬ 
ary  6,  6;  Delaware,  9;  Marion,  10;  Ports¬ 
mouth,  11,  12;  Penn  Ave.,  19;  Clair  (3  P.  M.), 
19;  Wheatland  Ave.,  26;  Lincoln  Heights  (3 
P.  M.),  26;  Cleveland,  Cory,  Stewart,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Mt.  Pilgrim,  Friendship  and  Carlett, 
at  Cory,  4-6;  Urbancrest,  8;  Toledo,  11; 
Frambes,  16;  Camdon  St.,  16;  Dayton,  17,  18; 
Troy  (8  P.  M.),  18;  Xenia,  20;  Lee  Ave.,  22; 
Seubenville,  24,-  26;  Cadiz  Ct.,  Bridgeport, 
Martin’s  Ferry  Ct.,  and  Bellaire,  at  Martin’s 
Ferry,  26,  27;  Parker  Street,  April  1;  White 
Street  (3  P.  M.),  1;  Marietta,  3. 

My  Dear  Brothers:  Do  not  fail  to  get 
your  church  into  the  evangelistic  movement 
for  the  winter.  Make  an  increase  along  all 
lines  this  General  Conference  year.  Remem¬ 
ber,  we  must  pay  our  Minute  bill  this  quarter; 
have  it  ready. — Thos.  L.  Ferguson,  District 
Superintendent,  1624  Harvard  Ave.,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio. 

HOT  SPRINGS  DISTRICT 


Wheeling,  IF.  Va. — The  sixty-second  an¬ 
niversary  of  Simpson  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  celebrated  November  20-23,  in¬ 
clusive.  The  anniversary  sermon  was  deliv¬ 
ered  by  Dr.  D.  D.  Turpeau,  pastory  of  Cal¬ 
vary  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  Other  .speakers  were:  Dr.  C.  H.  How¬ 
ard,  district  superintendent  of  Wheeling  Dis- 


First  Rownd- Texarkana,  December  31  to 
January  1;  Hope,  1,  2;  Center  Point,  7,  8; 
t  low  Station,  8,  9;  Bengin  and  Murfreesboro, 
14,  15;  Locksburg  (Mt.  Carmel),  27-29; 
I.ockshurg  (Macedonia),  28,  29;  DeQueen, 
29.  .30;  Clow  Ct.,  St.  Paul,  and  Kelley,  Febru¬ 
ary  3-5;  Paraloma,  11,  12;  Saratoga,  12,  13; 
Horatio,  18,  19;  Caddo  Gap,  26,  26;  Lewis¬ 
ville  and  Shady  Grove,  March  2-4;  Stamps 
and  Canfield,  9-11;  Hot  Spring.s,  18,  19. 

Dear  Brother  Pastors:  This  brings  us  to  the 
beginning  of  our  second  years’  work.  Through 
the  pooling  of  our  interest  and  the  co-or¬ 
dinating  of  our  efforts,  we  were  able  to  make 
advances  along  all  lines  last  year,  which  re¬ 
flected  credit  upon  each  of  you  in  your  re¬ 
spective  charges,  as  well  as  j^jiir  loyal  group 
of  members,  who  stood  so  noblj’  by  vou  as 
their  leader.  But  what  we  did  last ‘year  will 
avail  us  nothing,  if  we  haven’t  been  inspired 
to  even  attempt  to  do  the  bigger  job  this  vear. 
Therefore,  brethren,  let  each  of  us  so  liuild 
our  program  that  every  phase  of  our  work 
will  he  included  and  well  ])rovided  for. 

First  of  all,  build  a  large  place  in  your 


program  for  evangelization,  keeping  in  mind 
at  all  times  that  the  only  excuse  for  any 
church’s  existence  is  that  it  is  getting  folks 
converted  and  saved.  Next  to  getting  folks 
into  the  Kingdom,  is  getting  our  ^ys  and 
girls  into  Philander  Smith  College;  for  after 
ail,  the  hope  of  the  world  hinges  largely 
around  Christian  education. 

Plan  your  World  Service  drive  to  go  over 
the  top  on  Easter,  and  begin  at  once  to  plan 
your  educational  rally  for  Philander  Smith 
College.  Each  adult  member  is  asked  to 
give  at  least  $1  for  education  by  commence¬ 
ment  day  in  J une.  Now,  brethren,  we  must  not 
fail,  and  the  only  way  to  avoid  it  is  to  begin 
now,  and  push  every  claim  weekly.  Appoint 
and  organize  your  committees  on  all  claims: 
evangelism.  Philander  Smith,  Conference 
Claimants,  episcopal.  General  Conference, 
area  expense,  and  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate,  which  is  your  assistant  pastor.  Can 
we  not  get  at  least  fifty  new  subscribers 
along  with  all  renewals  that  we  now  have? 
Each  pastor  will  please  collect  their  Minute 
money  and  send  it  to  the  Rev.  L.  C.  Williams, 
Box  174,  Locksburg,  Ark.,  at  once;  also  re¬ 
member,  each  charge  is  asked  to  raise  at 
least  $1.60  for  the  Conference  board  of  trus¬ 
tees,  and  send  same  to  the.  Rev.  J.  S.  Stokes, 
Batesville,  Ark.,  not  later  than  February  1, 
1928.  Wishing  each  of  you  a  merry  Christ¬ 
mas  and  a  happy  new  year,  I  am  your 
brother. — W.  C.  Rivers,  District  Superintend¬ 
ent. 

LITTLE  ROCK  DISTRICT 

First  Round — Carthage  and  Bums,  Decem¬ 
ber  31  to  January  1;  Holly  Springs  Ct,  3,  4; 
Hermitage  and  Johnsville,  7-10;  New  Edin¬ 
burg  Ct,  14-18;  Sweet  Home  and  Duncan 
Chapel,  20-23;  Hensley  and  St.  Mark,  27-30; 
Pine  Bluff,  St.  James,  February  6,  6;  Pine 
Bluff  Ct,  4,  6;  Altheimer  Ct,  11-14;  Gould, 
Meroney,  and  Avery  Ct.,  17-21;  McGehee,  26, 
27;  Dermott  and  EudoriB^  24-26;  White’s 
Memorial  and  Brown  Chapel,  March  1-6; 
Wesley  Chapel  and  Malvern,  11-13;  Rison 
and  Pence,  14,  16. 

Dear  Brethren;  We  have  just  closed  a 
very  great  year’s  work;  every  pastor  on  the 
district  played  his  part  in  helping  to  put 
over  the  program.  But  last  year’s  successes 
have  gone  into  history,  and  we  stand  facing 
a  new  Conference  year  with  large  opportu¬ 
nities  and  more  weighty  obligations.  Let  us 
begin  now  to  line  up  our  congregations  for  a 
great  year’s  work  for  God  and  His  people. 
We  ask  that  each  pastor  raise  one  third  of 
his  World  Service  quota  by  April  18.  This 
is  the  request  of  our  Bishop  Clair.  Now  let 
every  pastor  rally  to  carry  out  the  plan  of 
the  good  bishop.  Remember,  brethren,  that 
the  big  business  of  the  preacher  is  to  bring 
people  into  the  church.  We  had  too  few  con¬ 
verts  last  year.  Let  us  put  on  our  winter 
and  spring  revivals.  The  field  is  white,  and 
the  harvest  is  waiting.  The  slogan  is  one 
thousand  members  added  to  the  Little  Rock 
District,  and  all  the  claims  raised  in  full. 
Yours  in  His  name.— W.  S.  Sherrill,  District 
Superintendent. 

TOPEKA  DISTRICT 
Second  Round — Dunlap,  Februarv  3-6;  Sa- 
lina,  10-12;  Manhattan,  17-19;  Mt.  Olive,  24- 
26;  Asbury,  March  2-4;  Valiev  Falls,  11; 
Burlingame  and  Osage  City,  16-18;  Clay  Cen¬ 
ter,  23-26;  Grand  Island,  31  to  April  1;  Lin- 


1008 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  December  22.  1927 


Plan  of  Episcopal  Visitation 

SPRING  CONFERENCES 


DOMESTIC  CONFERENCES 
Cmdtnun  PIms  Data  Bbhaf 


. Bihiiri 

C*^  Miwwi . St.LMb. 

Caolral  P—»ylTMiU. Alftw . . 

IMamr* . PkliMvl 

Eul  G«wn . PataraM. 

Eadara  Swa£ah. .  ..  .Eywartb, 


PariaRica. 


MISSION  CONFERENCES 
Damaitk 


Smilli 


MISSIONS 

Daaaaatie 

Hawafi . HanaWa . Fab.  — . 

Ladn-Ainaiiu . Santa  Pai^C^.Fab.  IS . Thirkiald 

FOREIGN  CONFERENCES 

Cantral  Garmanj . Annabarg . Auf.  IS . 

. Oldham 

Dana^. . Riiafrad . July  * . XijL" 

Franca . Ralartad . S . Bjaka 

Italy . Flaranea . Fab.  IS . 

Um . Edina . Jan.  U . .<aa» 

Maika . . . . Millar 

Nartbaaii  Germany..  .Kaanigcbrnf . 8 . 

Nartbwaal  Garmany.  .Oldanbur* . Ana.  M . . . . . . . 

PUMnaUanda _ Manila . Fab.  2Z . Mrtcbali 

Sau  Garmany . Ebmgen . Jniw  27 . 

Santbwaat  Garmany..  Siamn . ....July  J . 

SwRiarland . Parttao . Jama  20 . 

Snadan . Ralarrad . July  18 . 

MISSION  conferences 
Faraign 

Auatria . St.Paaltan . Sept  IS . 

Bailie  Slaric . Ralarrad . 8 . 

cSSi  Ai^^ric;; . ^ . Miii.r 

Fmland  Swafiab . Ralarraid . W  22 . . 

Jatudaria . Bakarak . Mar.  1 . 

Hnanary . Dambarar . Fab.  28 . Nuajaan 

iSXZki..: . T-nU . FJ..  I . 

Hnggif . Leningrad . Mar.  15 . Nualaan 

MISSIONS 

Faraign 

Madava . Funebal . Jan.  12 . Blaha 


coin,  18-15;  Omaha  (Clair),  20-22;  Omaha 
(U  Street),  20-22. 

Dear  Pastors  and  Members:  Please  ar¬ 
range  your  plans  to  r^se  all  World  Service 
money  by  Easter  Sunday,  April  8.  Do  your 
best  to  put  the  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate  in  every  home.  Increase  your  mem- 


God  will  hless  your  work. — B.  R.  Booker, 
District  Superintendent. 


pearls,”  etc..  Matt.  18.  46,  using  for  his  sub¬ 
ject,  “The  Cost  of  Religion.”  Owing  to  the 
sad  misfortune  which  had  recently  nefallen 
Dr.  Williams  in  the  loss  of  his  house  and  en¬ 
tire  household  belongings,  the  members  of 
Wesley  Chapel  gave  him  quite  a  few  useful 
articles,  which  were  presented  to  him  bv  Mrs. 
Berths  M.  Carter,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  who 
is  ever  ready  to  respond  to  whatever  duties 
are  assigned  to  her  in  our  church.  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liams  expressed  himself  as  being  well  pleased 
with  the  result  of  the  year’s  work.  Raised 
in  the  Quarterly  Conference,  $42.  The  su¬ 
perintendent  was  paid  in  full. — Rev.  L.  W. 
Price,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Ina  A.  Taper,  Reporter. 

MANSFIELD,  LA. 

Thomas  Circuit:  The  first  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  December  8  and  4,  with  the 
superintendent.  Rev.  J.  C.  Calvin,  in  the 
chair.  The  officers  were  present  with  good 
reports.  On  Sunday  the  Rev.  Calvin  preached 
to  the  delight  of  all  who  heard  him.  His  text 
was  taken  from  John  1.  41,  42:  “He  first  flnd- 
eth  his  own  brother,  Simon — and  he  brought 
him  to  Jesus.”  The  superintendent  was  paid 
in  full,  $22,50. — Rev.  I.  E.  Badie,  Pastor; 
Mrs.  I.  E.  Badie,  Reporter. 

McCOMB,  MISS. 

On  November  25  our  fourth  Quarterly  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  at  St.  Paul  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  The  pastor.  Rev.  P.  R.  Steph¬ 
ens,  and  the  district  superintendent.  Dr.  G. 
W.  Coleman,  were  present.  All  the  officers 
rendered  splendid  reports.  At  8  P.  M.  Dr. 
Coleman  preached  a  great  sermon,  with  a 
wonderful  demonstration  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
He  was  paid  in  full  for  this  year,  $61.15. 
We  trust  Dr.  Coleman  will  be  returned  as 
district  superintendent  for  the  next  Confer¬ 
ence  year,  for  he  brings  things  to  pass. — 
Miss  M.  Tobias,  Reporter. 

PAWHUSKA,  OKLA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  for  the  new 
year  convened  at  the  St.  Mark  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  November  23  and  24.  The 
Rev.  D.  G.  Franklin,  district  superintendent, 
presided,  while  Miss  Ecton  served  as  secre¬ 
tary.  All  officers  were  present  with  good  re¬ 
ports,  which  showed  that  ihe  work  has  al¬ 
ready  taken  on  new  life.  All  claims  have  been 
paid  in  full.  The  district  superintendent  was 
well  pleased  with  the  work  accomplished.  On 
Wednesday  night  the  Rev.  Franklin  preached 
a  splendid  sermon  to  an  appreciative  audi¬ 
ence.  The  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered 
by  the  superintendent,  assisted  by  the  pastor, 
Mrs.  Rev.  P.  Ecton,  and  the  Rev.  Sutton, 
pastor  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. — Mrs.  Rosa  Parker,  Reporter. 

POPLAR  BLUFF,  MO. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Pop¬ 
lar  Bluff  circuit  was  held  November  26  and 
27  at  McCabe  Temple,  with  our  honored  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  Dr.  G.  D.  Hancock,  pre¬ 
siding.  This  quarter  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  Conferences  of  the  year;  all  reports 
were  good.  The  superintendent  was  paid  in 
full.  He  preached  at  the  morning  and  eve¬ 
ning  services.'  Both  sermons  were  very  in¬ 


spiring.  Seventy-four  persons  communed; 
one  joined  the  church.  The  Rev.  Mays,  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
preached  for  us  at  8  P.  M.  The  spirit  of 
the  Lord  was  with  us  at  each  service.  Raised 
during  the  Conference,  $32.76. — Rev.  L.  C. 
Dawkins,  Pastor;  C.  L.  Dawkins,  Reporter. 

STARKVILLE,  MISS. 

Our  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
November  2.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Talbert,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  presided.  After  a  fer¬ 
vent  prayer  by  the  district  superintendent, 
the  business  of  the  Conference  was  taken  up. 
The  Conference,  together  with  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  rejoiced  to  find  that  we  had  run 
well  under  many  clouds.  The  following  re¬ 
port  will  show  that  we  have  not  been  idle: 
World  Service,  $350;  local  debts,  $1,011.83; 
paid  pastor  to  date,  $800;  Annual  Conference 
claims  to  date,  $60;  district  superintendent  in 
full,  $100;  cash  on  hand  to  date,  $268.^; 
grand  total  to  date,  $2,580.68.  Our  district 
superintendent  was  well  pleased  with  the  re¬ 
ports  of  our  trustees  ana  pastor,  and  urged 
us  to  go  forward /with  our  program  to  raise 
$1,000  by  February  1,  1928.  We  are  quite 
sure  it  will  be  done.  The  Rev.  Z.  T.  Powell, 
our  pastq^,  will  meet  the  Conference  in  Febru¬ 
ary  with  a  still  greater  report.  Much  credit 
should  be  given  him  for  our  great  success 
this  year.  He  is  a  pastor  and  a  preacher. 
He  will  not  be  ashamed  to  make  this  report 
at  the  Conference. — Reporter. 

WAVELAND,  MISS. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Waveland  circuit  was  held  November  26  and 
27,  with  Dr.  E.  A.  Wilson  presiding.  He  dis¬ 
patched  the  business  of  the  Conference  in  a 
masterly  way.  The  fourth  quarter  was  the 
best  of  the  year.  Dr,  Wilson  preached  two 
great  sermons,  to  the  delight  of  all  present. 
His  text  at  11  A.  M.  was,  “I  perceive  that 
God  is  no  respecter  of  persons”;  at  7.30  P.  M. 
his  text  was,  “Who  touched  me.”  Raised  in 
the  Conference,  $22.36;  paid  district  super¬ 
intendent  in  full;  raised  for  World  Service, 
$20;  Haven  Teachers’  College,  $12;  Pension 
and  Relief,  $4;  paid  pastor,  $76;  total  raised, 
$148.65.  Our  claims  are  forty  per  cent  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  last  year,  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  Jas.  Gaddis.  We  aim  to  send  our 
pastor  to  the  Conference  with  a  round  report. 
— W.  N.  R.,  Reporter. 

WICHITA,  KAN. 

St.  Mark’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
held  its  first  Quarterly  Conference,  Novem¬ 
ber  20  and  21,  Dr.  D.  G.  Franklin  was  on 
time.  Sunday  was  a  high  day.  The  Sunday 
school  was  largely  attended,  and  the  collec¬ 
tion  taken  amounted  to  $10.  The  district 
superintendent  preached  two  strong  sermons. 
The  doors  of  the  church  were  opened,  and 
two  jjersons  united  with  us.  Since  the  return 
of  our  pastor  from  the  Annual  Conference, 
ten  persons  have  united  with  the  church.  Col¬ 
lection  was  $62  for  the  day.  Monday  night 
the  business  meeting  was  well  attended,  with 
a  corps  of  officers  and  good  reports.  The 
pastor  is  beginning  his  second  year  with  great 
progress  before  him. — Rev.  W.  C.  Conwell, 
Pastor;  Mrs.  H.  Fray,  Reporter. 


Reports  of  District  Conferences 


Quarterly  Conferences 

BRANDON,  MISS. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Brandon  circuit  convened  at  Taylorsville 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  December  8  and 
4,  with  our  distinguished  superintendent.  Dr. 
J.  S.  Williams,  presiding.  A  large  number 
of  officers  were  present  tvith  good  reports, 
which  showed  that  the  spirit  of  the  people 
was  good.  A  vast  audience  was  present  on 
Sunday  to  witness  the  eleven  o’clock  service. 
Dr.  Williams,  being  no  stranger  in  the  pul¬ 
pit,  held  the  audience  spellbound  with  one 
of  his  masterful  sermons,  which  was  a  ^irlt- 
ual  blessing  to  all  present.  At  7.80  P.  M. 
Dr.  Williams  was  with  us  at  Wesley  Chapel, 
where  he  gave  us  another  wonderful  sermon, 
using  for  his  text,  “Again  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  like  unto  a  merchant  seeking  goodly 


CLARKSDALE  DISTRICT  CONFER¬ 
ENCE 

The  second  session  of  the  Clarksdale  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  convened  in  Walnut  Grove 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  M inter  City, 
Miss.,  November  8-13,  1927.  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  were  devoted  to  the  work  of  the 
Woman’s  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  so¬ 
cieties  and  deaconess  work  of  the  district. 
These  were  profitable  sessions;  splendid  re¬ 
ports  were  made,  spiritually,  financially,  and 
intellectually.  Mrs.  Mattie  Henry,  Mrs.  M. 
L.  Cole,  and  Sister  Holmon,  presidents  re¬ 
spectively,  had  things  well  in  hand  and  pre¬ 
sided  with  much  dignity  and  ease,  and  spared 
no  pains  in  looking  after  the  interest  of  these 
societies. 

Friday  morning  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Butler,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  called  the  Conference  to 
order.  P.  A.  Lemon  was  elected  secretary; 


A.  L.  Hickman,  assistant;  L.  W;  Washington, 
statistician;  B.  F.  Woolfolk,  representative  of 
the  Southwestern.  The  following  visitors  were 
introduced  and  addressed  the  Conference: 
Revs.  R.  B.  Adams;  J.  W.  Byrd;  E.  F.  Scar- 
boro;  J.  W.  Golden,  area  evangelist;  Prof. 
R.  H.  McAllister,  business  manager  of  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate;  Dr.  L.  M. 
McCoy,  president  of  Rust  College;  Rev. 
Dove,  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  undertaker 
of  Minter  City;  Prof.  WysinMr,  of  Rust 
College;  and  Rev.  Morris,  of  Philipp,  Miss. 

Thursday  night  the  welcome  addresses  were 
delivered  by  the  following  persons:  On  the 
part  of  the  white  citisens,  Hon.  Mr.  Wright, 
agent  of  the  Y.  M.  V.  Railway;  Mrs.  A.  A- 
Moore  on  the  part  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  Minter  City.  After  which  a 
solo  was  rendered  by  Mrs.  M.  T.  Brown. 
Splendid  reports  were  rendered  by  the  pas- 
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tors,  who  Ere  ever  loyal  to  Methodism  and 
every  interest  of  the  church.  Every  man  tried 
to  do  his  best  to  put  over  the  program.  The 
suMrintendent  expressed  himself  as  being 
w«l  pleased  at  the  progress  of  the  work  on 
the  district.  Nine  hundred  dollars  were 
raised  on  World  Service  and  benevolences. 
For  all  causes  during  the  Conference  we 
raised  nearly  $1,110.  Palestine  and  Smith 
Chapel  Baptist  Churches  spared  no  pains  in 
helping  to  care  for  the  Conference.  Truly, 
the  Conference  had  a  royal  reception.  Fifty- 
two  cash  subscriptions  were  secured  for  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  preached  strong  sermons  during  the 
Conference:  A.  L.  Hickman,  S.  Carter,  M. 
Rogers,  L.  W.  Washington,  J.  T.  Baker,  B. 
F.  Woolfolk,  R.  B.  Adams,  J,  H.  Herron, 
J.  H.  Gaston,  D.  D.  Shelley,  J.  H.  Bynum. 
— P.  A.  Lemon,  Reporter. 

DURANT  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 

The  second  District  Conference  of  the  Du¬ 
rant  District  convened  in  Wesley  MethodiEft 
Episcopal  Church,  Kosciusko,  Miss.,  Novem¬ 
ber  22,  1927.  The  Rev.  C.  V.  Heffner,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  presided.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  was  organized  by  electing  G.  W.  Hunt 
secretary  and  reporter  to  the  Southwestern, 
and  the  Rev.  D.  M.  P.  Hazley,  statistician. 
The  reports  of  the  several  pastors  showed 
that  every  man  had  been  busy  during  the 
year.  This  Conference  surpassed  the  first. 
The  Conference  was  very  largely  attended 
day  and  night.  Visitors  came  from  all  sec¬ 
tions,  in  the  persons  of  Drs.  B.  F.  Woolfolk, 
Clarksdale;  J.  W.  Golden,  evangelist;  the  Rev. 
C.  W.  Butler,  district  superintendent  Clarks¬ 
dale  District;  J.  W.  Byra,  Brooksville;  R.  B. 
Adams,  Durant.  Dr.  L.  M.  McCoy,  president 
of  Rust  College,  addressed  the  Conference 
in  the  interest  of  the  school.  The  Conference 
was  quite  a  success  in  every  way.  We  ttdte 
off  our  hats  to  the  Rev.  J,  P.  Watson  and 
his  good  people,  Methodist  and  Baptist,  for 
the  good  entertainment  given  us  each  day. 

The  following  preached  strong  sermons  dur¬ 
ing  the  Conference:  Revs.  J.  H.  Everett,  F. 
J.  Talbert,  C.  L.  Wright,  D.  M.  P.  Hazley, 
R.  L.  Howard,  E.  D.  Cameron,  W.  D.  Reid, 
A.  A.  Wright,  B.  H.  Ashford,  J.  W.  Johnson, 
J.  H.  Wesley.  Laymen:  Profs.  R.  L.  Wil¬ 
liams,  Lexin^on,  Miss.;  and  W.  S.  Wysinger, 
Holly  Springs,  Miss. — G.  W.  Hunt,  Reporter. 


STARKVILLE  DISTRICT  CONFER¬ 
ENCE 

The  second  session  of  the  Starkville  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  convened  in  St.  James  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Columbus,  Miss.,  No¬ 
vember  16.  At  9  A.  M.  tbe  Conference  opened, 
with  Dr.  J.  Hi  Tolbert,  district  superintend¬ 
ent,  in  the  chair.  Assisted  by  several  senior 
pastors,  the  district  superintendent  admin¬ 
istered  the  Lord’s  Supper  to  a  large  number. 
Organization:  W.  C.  Hilliard  was  elected  sec¬ 
retary  and  reporter  to  the  Southwestern 
Christian  Advocate;  H.  F.  Cook,  assistant; 
C.  I.  Ashford,  statistician;  with  R.  L.  Swee¬ 
ney,  assistant.  The  secretary  called  the  roll 
of  the  pastors;  four  were  absent.  The  su¬ 
perintendent’s  report  was  received  and 
adopted. 

We  had  quite  a  number  of  visitors  pres¬ 
ent  during  the  session.  The  following  were 
introduced  and  gave  able  addresses,  present¬ 
ing  the  cause  they  represented:  Dr.  L.  M. 
McCoy,  president  Rust  College;  Prof.  R.  H. 
McAllister,  manager  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate;  Dr.  B.  F.  Woolfolk;  the  Revs. 
R.  B.  Adams,  F.  J.  Tolbert,  C.  H.  Maxwell, 
J.  M.  Marsh,  Mr.  H.  W.  Davis,  Mrs.  G.  A. 
McEwen,  our  own  Mrs.  M.  E.  Ferguson,  and 
others.  The  following  preached  strong  and 
inspiring  sermons:  Revs.  R.  L.  Sweeney,  C. 
I.  Ashford,  W.  C.  Hilliard,  W.  M.  Maxwell, 
W.  D.  Harper,  E.  D.  Montgomery,  and  Z. 
T.  Powell.  Prof.  S.  W.  Wysinger,  of  Rust 
College,  was  among  us  with  his  pleasant  smile 
and  brotherly  way,  which  always  makes  us 
feel  that  he  is  one  of  us.  Collections  during 
the  session  were  good.  We  were  made  to 
feel  sad  over  the  great  loss  sustained  by  our 
brother,  W.  N.  Redmond,  when  fire  destroyed 
his  home  and  all  of  his  belongings. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  Dr.  Red¬ 
mond  and  his  good  people  of  Columbus,  both 
members  and  friends,  for  the  hospitable  way 
in  which  they  entertained  us,  especially  on- 
such  a  short  notice.  After  thanking  the  good 


people  of  Columbus,  both  white  and  colored, 
for  their  kindness  to  us  while  in  their  city, 
the  Conference  closed  one  of  its  greatest  ses¬ 
sions,  to  meet  next  year  on  the  Columbus 
circuit,  at  MUitary  Chapel.— W.  C.  Hilliard, 
Reporter. 

Indianapolis  District  Sug- 
gest-o-graphs 

No  church  can  make  much  of  a  success 
without  an  efficient  and  adequate  working 
force.  The  church  will  ,  ever  be  in  a  bad  way 
when  nobody  works  but  the  preacher  and 
the  heads  of  departments.  The  philosophy 
that  “we  hire  the  preacher  to  do  the  work’’ 
is  as  unscriptural  as  it  is  destructive.  Any 
church  that  does  not  have  a  trained  leader¬ 
ship,  both  lay  and  ministerial,  is  doomed  to 
drifting  and  to  merely  existing  in  the  face 
of  a  beckoning,  hungering,  dying  world.  The 
time  has  come  when  those  who  are  trained 
must  be  forced  into  service.  I  have  known 
many  pastors  who  have  not  permitted  the 
people  who  are  best  trained  to  do  a  piece 
of  work,  to  serve  in  a  certain  office,  because 
those  certain  folks  know  more  about  wbat 
ought  to  be  done  than  the  pastor  himself. 
This  is  unfortunate  for  the  pastor,  but  more 
unfortunate  for  the  church  and  community. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  know  a  good  many  lay¬ 
men  who  have  been  trained  in  the  schools 
and  who  know  how  and  what  to  do,  but  they 
have  a  feeling  that  the  church  is  a  place  where 
“most  anything  will  do,”  and  they  do  not  try 
to  use  any  of  their  ability  in  promoting  the 
work  of  the  church.  We  are  living  in  an  age 
of  specialized  training.  Everybody  in  gen¬ 
eral  can’t  do  every  task  in  general.  Every 
church  should  have  a  class  in  leadership  train¬ 
ing.  We  suffer  so  much  from  this  blighting 
malady  of  the  lack  of  leadership.  In  large 
churches  there  is  a  demand  for  an  employed 
staff  with  educational,  social,  clerical  ability, 
co-operating  with  one  another  like  a  depart¬ 
ment  store.  The  small  churches  must  have 
its  volunteer  staff  of  committees  and  depart¬ 
ment  heads. 

Obituaries 

BARNES — On  November  8,  1927,  death 
claimed  Dan  Barnes,  the  youngest  son  of  Bro. 
Archie  Barnes,  of  Union  Church,  Miss.  His 
death  was  a  shock  to  the  entire  community. 
He  was  attending  the  funeral  of  his  nephew, 
having  come  here  from  Russum,  Miss.,  and  on 
leaving^  the  church,  he  was  stricken  with 
paralysis.  He  was  carried  to  a  near-by  house, 
where  he  died  in  a  very  short  time.  Bro. 
Barnes  leaves  .to  mourn  their  loss,  four 
sisters,  two  brothers,  father,  and  a  host  of 
friends.  The  funeral  was  conducted- by  the 
Rev.  A.  G.  Crump.— M.  B.  Crump,  Reporter. 

CARR — Mrs.  Josephine  Carr  passed  away 
November  3,  1927,  after  a  few  months’  ill¬ 
ness,  in  Alexandria,  La.,  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Alzina  Pickett.  Her  remains 
were  brought  to  Jeanerette,  La.,  to  the  home 
of  another  daughter,  Albertha  Simon.  Sis¬ 
ter  Carr  was  a  member  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Brother  Emile  Alexander 
spoke  on  her  life  as  a  Christian;  Mrs.  Clara 
Thibbs  rendered  a  solo;  Mrs.  Amelia  Wilson 
spoke  of  her  membership  in  the  Order;  solo 
by  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Cooper.  The  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  St.  Peter  Cemetery.  Sister 
Carr  was  a  loving  mother  and  devoted  grand¬ 
mother.  She  leaves  to  mourn,  four  daugh¬ 
ters,  fifteen  grandchildren,  fourteen  great¬ 
grandchildren.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Ladies’  Knights  of  Honor  of  America  and 
the  Benevolent  No.  16.  The  Rev.  T.  B. 
Cooper,  pastor,  conducted  the  funeral. — 
Amelia  Arrow,  Reporter. 

CARSON — Sister  Elnora  Carson  was  born 
in  1908,  and  died  September  27,  1927..  She 
joined  Springridge  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  on  the  Ackerman  (Miss.)  charge, 
about  ten  years  ago,  and  lived  a  consistent 
Christian  Jife  until  death  claimed  her.  She 
leaves  a  ibother,  one  brother,  three  sisters 
to  mourn  her  passing.  She  will  be  greatly 
missed  among  her  associates.  Her  funeral 
was  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
)Vcsley. — Reporter. 

DELANEY — Sister  Harriet  Delaney,  born  in 
1817,  aged  110  years,  died  May  13,  1927.  She 
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The  Picture  Story  Paper 

will  feature  a  fairy  (tory  each  month.  Twelve 
month!  with  the  Mriea  and  elvea!  How  the 
children  love  them  1 

Betide*  thete  there  will  be  the  mott  fatcina^ 
ting  fairy  and  folk.tale  puzxle  picture*,  and 
many  other  good  thing*  throughout  the  year. 

Although  linmle  and  entertaining,  each  story 
published  in  The  Picture  Story  Paper  contains 
the  live  germ  of  a  good,  character.forniing 
habit  such  aa  kindness,  thoughtfulness  of 
others,  etc. 

No  matter  what  type  of  lessons  you  use,  In> 
temalional  Uniform,  International  Group  or 
International  Graded,  give  the  little  folks  The 
Picture  Story  Paper. 

If  your  school  is  not  now  using  this  delightful 
little  paper,  be  sure  to  send  us  your  order  in 
time  to  get  the  first  number  in  January. 

The  good  this  paper  will  do  will  amply  repay 
its  small  coat  of  8c.  per  quarter  t  30c.  a  year. 

You  may  have  a  sample  copy  free.  Address  > 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 

aNaNNATI  NEW  YORK 
Chicago  Boatan  Dalroit  Pittabargh 
Kanaia  GI7  San  Franciaca  Parlland,  Ora. 


joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  about 
sixty  years  ago,  and  lived  a  loytd  Christian 
life  until  death  claimed  her.  She  leaves  two 
daughters  to  mourn,  eight  children  having 
preceded  her  to  the  great  beyond.  The  fu-* 
neral  was  conducted  ny  the  pastor.  Rev.  J, 
H.  Wesley,  Ackerman,  Miss. — Reporter. 


DICKERSON — On  November  6,  1927,  death 
called  Brother  Jack  Dickerson  from  labor  to 
reward.  He  was  a  member  of  Beautiful 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Shubuta,  Miss., 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  blind  for  quite 
awhiie,  but  he  was  always  willing  to  attend 
his  church  as  long  as  he  was  able.  He  leaves 
to  mourn  their  loss:  a  wife,  three  daughters, 
three  sons,  twelve  grandchildren,  three  sons- 
in-law,  and  many  relatives  and  friends.  His 
funeral  was  conducted  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev. 
A.  Bivins,  and  the  body  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Beautiful  cemetery  at  Shubuta. — E.  G. 
Creaigh,  Reporter. 


DRADEN — Brother  Amos  Draden,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Heggen  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
departed  this  life  November  1,  1927,  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Nancy  Fulsom.  He  came  to 
this  church  many  years  ago,  and  served  as 
steward,  trustee,  and  Sunday-school  teacher 
with  great  honor.  He  leaves  to  mourn,  one 
daughter,  son,  three  brothers.  The  funeral 
was  conducted,  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor, 
by  M.  C.  Glispie,  of  Jewett,  Texas. — ^L.  M. 
Heggen,  Reporter. 

FLOWERS — On  Monday,  November  4,  1927, 
Bro.  Cap  Flowers  was  brought  home  to 
Forest,  Miss.,  to  be  buried.  Death  claimed 
this  dear  brother  on  Wednesday  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  week  at  the  Methodist  Hospital,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  Miss.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  pass¬ 
ing,  mother,  wife,  two  sisters,  two  bro&ers, 
and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends.  The  fu¬ 
neral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Wheaton, 
his  pastor,  at  Hattiesburg,  on  Sunday. — V. 
L.  Ware,  Reporter. 

HALL — On  November  7,  1927,  Bro.  James 
Hall  was  summoned  to  his  final  reward,  after 
having  suffered  for  some  time.  He  was  a 
member  of  Hickory  Block  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  Union  Church,  Miss.,  and  lived  a 
very  consistent  Christian  life,  always  ready 
and  willing  to  help  the  church.  He  leaves  to 
mourn  his  passing,  three  sisters,  three 
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brothers,  and  a  host  of  friends.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Ed.  Gray  and  the 
Rev.  A.  G.  Crump. — M.  B.  Crump,  Reporter. 

HALL— The  beautiful  Christian  character, 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Hall,  stole  away  to  Jesus  on  Tues¬ 
day  morning,  November  22,  1927,  in  her  home 
on  Mobile  Street,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.  She  was 
a  faithful  member  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  died  in  the  service  of 
her  King.  The  name  of  L.  J.  Hall  is  known 
throughout  Methodism.  She  was  unusually 
active  in  religious  and  civil  affairs.  She  was 
ill  many  months,  but  bore  her  suffering  pa¬ 
tiently,  with  the  loving  care  of  her  untiring 
husband,  Mr.  E.  W.  Hall,  one  of  our  most 
progressive  undertakers.  The  funeral  serv¬ 
ices  were  conducted  in  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Wheaton 
officiating.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev. 
H.  D.  Rhodes,  of  the  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church;  solo,  Mrs.  G.  Davis;  telegrams 
read  by  Mrs,  D.  A.  Randall;  life  history,  J. 
O.  Wheaton;  as  a  missionary  worker,  Mrs. 
Selma  Trigg;  as  I  knew  her,  Mrs.  C.  Thomas; 
solo,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Smith;  as  a  district  worker. 
Dr.  W.  H.  Smith,  district  superintendent;  as 
a  society  member,  Dr.  R.  L.  Young  Colored 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Meridian;  ser¬ 
mon,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Wheaton;  text,  Heb. 
4.  9:  “There  remaineth  therefore  a  rest  to  the 
people  of  God.”  Mrs.  Hall  leaves  four  sisters 
and  five  brothers  to  mourn.  Mr.  Hall’s  rela¬ 
tives  did  not  forget  him  in  this  needy  time. 
His  sister,  Mrs.  T.  C.  Black,  came  from  De¬ 
troit,  Mich.,  and  Brother  A.  J.  Hall  from 
Adel,  Ga.  Mr.  Frank  Berry,  prominent  un¬ 
dertaker  of  Meridian,  had  charge  of  the  fu¬ 
neral,  which  was  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  Hattiesburg.  Active  pallbearers 
were;  Messrs.  H.  Strayhorn,  P.  A.  Christian, 
J,  T.  Hall,  A.  B.  WUson,  A.  G.  Sampson, 
Dr.  Charles  W.  Smith;  honorary  pallbearers: 
J.  B.  Woods,  G.  Hardaway,  E.  D.  Trigg,  D. 
T.  Webster,  the  Revs.  I.  C.  Harper  and  E. 
F.  Young.  The  remains  were  beautifully  laid 
to  rest  in  a  vault  and  casket  of  steel  in  Mc- 
Innls  cemetery.  The  floral  offerings  were 
many.  She  is  sadly  missed  in  church  and  com¬ 
munity  work.— J.  O.  Wheaton,  Reporter. 

HARRINGTON— Mary  E.  Harrington  was 
born  in  1908;  died  September  22,  1927.  She 
joined  the  church  when  ten  years  old,  and 
lived  a  faithful  Christian  life  until  her  death. 
She  leaves  father,  mother,  two  sisters,  and 
many  friends  to  mourn  their  loss.  Tlie  Rev. 
J.  H.  Wesley,  pastor  at  Ackerman,  Miss.,  con¬ 
ducted  the  funeral. — Reporter. 

HENRY— Brother  Henry,  a  faithful  mem¬ 
ber  of  St.  Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
DeKalb,  Miss.,  departed  this  life  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years,  after  an  illness  of  five 
years.  He  was  a  class  leader  for  twenty-six 
years.  His  first  wife,  Lucy  Scott,  died  after 
they  had  been  married  seventeen  years;  he 
was  then  married  to  Rachel  Gradie  in  1890. 
He  was  the  father  of  fifteen  children,  leav¬ 
ing  a  wife,  one  brother,  ten  children,  forty 
grandchildren,  eleven  great-grandchildren, 
and^a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  his  passing- 
The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
E.  H.  Williams. — Miss  Albirta  Lewis,  Re¬ 
porter. 

HERRON — Sister  Josephine  Herron,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  for  more  than  forty 
years,  departed  this  life  September  18,  1927. 
Having  moved  to  Chicago  prior  to  the  time 
of  her  death,  she  had  transferred  her  mem¬ 
bership  to  St.  Mark  in  Chicago,  under  the 
pastorate  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Redmond.  The  pastor 
of  St.  Mark’s  expressed  her  true  devotion 
and  loyalty  to  the  church.  The  membership 
of  Asbury  Methodist  Church  has  known  her 
for  more  than  fifty  years,  and  for  her  fidel¬ 
ity,  devotion,  faith,  and  loyalty  there  were 
few  her  equal.  Her  death  was  sudden.  A 
good  Christian  is  always  ready  whenever  it 
comes,  and  in  whatever  form  it  assumes. 
She  leaves  a  dear  daughter,  Mrs.  Josephine 
Pearl  Forbes,  who  loved  her  mother  as  she 
loved  her  own  soul,  and  several  grandchil¬ 
dren,  to  mourn  her  passing. — G.  M.  Chis¬ 
holm,  Pastor. 

HESTER — Sister  Garnetta  Hester  was  born 
October  28,  1902,  and  died  May  30,  1927.  She 
joined  Georgeville  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Ackerman,  Miss.,  about  twelve  years 


ago,  and  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life  un¬ 
til  her  death.  She  was  loved  by  all  who  knew 
her.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing,  hus¬ 
band,  father,  two  sisters,  and  one  brother. 
The  Rev.  F.  K.  Johnson,  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  conducted  the  funeral. — Rev.  J.  H. 
Wesley,  Pastor. 

JENKINS— The  Rev.  J.  D.  Jenkins,  one  of 
the  retired  ministers  of  the  Savannah  Con¬ 
ference,  passed  to  his  reward  Friday,  No¬ 
vember  11,  1927.  He  was  born  In  a  planta¬ 
tion  near  Newnan,  Ga.,  in  1868.  Like  his 
father,  he  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  before 
entering  the  ministry.  He  joined  the  church 
when  a  young  man  and  soon  applied  for 
admission  to  the  Conference  fifty  years  ago. 
Thus  he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  ministers  of 
this  Conference.  His  first  apMintment  was 
at  Zebulon,  Ga.,  after  which  ne  served  the 
following  charges:  Grantville,  Macon,  Cave 
Springs,  Greenville,  South  Atlanta.  While 
at  the  latter  place  he  had  his  relation  changed 
to  attend  school,  and  entered  Gammon  for 
three  years,  where  his  wife  served  as  laun¬ 
dress  to  assist  him  in  the  care  of  four  chil¬ 
dren.  Finishing  in  1888,  he  took  work  at 
Hogansville,  Palmetto,  Atlanta,  Sylvania, 
Old  Church  near  Waynesboro,  Statesboro, 
thence  to  the  superintendency  of  the  La- 
Grange  District,  LeGrange  Station,  and 
Moundville,  where  he  retired.  For  several 
years  he  was  secretary  of  the  Conference, 
which  place  he  filled  with  efficiency.  Since 
his  retirement  he  was  a  member  of  Warren 
Temple,  LaGrange,  where  he  served  loyally, 
which  was  evidenced  in  resolutions  read  at 
the  funeral  by  Mrs.  Nona  B.  Prothro.  While 
at  work  on  Saturday  evening,  November  6, 
he  was  stricken  with  paralysis,  and  never  re¬ 
gained  his  speech.  The  following  persons 
took  part  in  the  funeral  services,  which  were 
held  at  3  P.  M.,  Sunday,  November  13: 
Father  Roberts,  the  Revs.  C.  Lundy  and 
Tryer,  of  the  F.  A.  Baptist  Church;  the  Rev. 
Ellison,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  the  Rev.  Wm.  Herd  Dunson,  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  The  funeral  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  C.  W.  Prothro, 
from  2  Tim.  2.  7.  A  solo  was  rendered  by 
Mr.  G.  Phillip;  resolutions  from  church  and 
Sunday  school,  Mrs.  N.  B.  Prothro.  The  Rev. 
A.  H.  Jamerson  was  also  present. — Re¬ 
porter. 

JOHNSON.— Matthew  Johnson  departed  this 
life  November  22,  1927.  Brother  Johnson  was 
a  member  of  Peck  Memorial  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  New  Orleans,  La.  He  leaves  to 
mourn  his  passing,  wife,  three  children,  father, 
and  mother.  Mrs.  Johnson  wishes  to  express 
her  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  pastor 
and  members  for  their  kindness  and  sympathy 
during  the  illness  and  death  of  her  beloved 
husband. — Rev.  C.  Anderson,  Pastor;  Miss  L. 
L.  Christopher,  Reporter. 

JONES — The  death  angel  came  to  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Jones,  Vicksburg, 
Miss.,  on  September  18,  1927,  and  took  from 
their  arms  of  love  little  Lawrence,  who  Was 
four  years  of  age.  He  was  the  flower  of  the 
home  and  was  an  active  little  Sunday-school 
scholar.  The,  floral  offerings  were  beautiful. 
Brother  and  Sister  Jones  are  among  the 
faithful  workers  of  Wesley  Chapel. — The 
Rev.  J.  C.  Hibbler,  Pastor;  W.  B.  Barnes, 
Reporter. 

JORDAN^eanette  Jordan,  of  Ackerman, 
Miss.,  was  born  in  1867,  and  died  August  26, 
1927.  Sister  Jordan  joined  the  church  about 
forty  years  ago,  and  was  very  faithful  to  her 
church  duties.  She  leaves  husband,  two 
sisters,  and  many  friends  to  mourn  her  pass¬ 
ing.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  J.  H.  Wesley.— Reporter. 

LARKS — Sister  Octavia  Larks,  born  March, 
1887,  at  Bellhelene,  La.,  died  October  20, 
1927,  leaving  eight  children,  husband,  three 
sisters,  one  brother  and  father  to  mourn  her 
passing.  The  Revs.  A.  Burnett,  O.  Mix,  and 
Joe  Edwards  officiated  at  the  funeral. — Geo. 
B.  Harris,  Reporter. 

MaGRONE — Anderson  MaGrone,  born  March 
18,  1906,  died  October  17,  1927.  He  joined 
Walton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Acker¬ 
man,  Miss.,  about  four  years  ago,  and  lived  a 
dutiful  Christian  life  until  the  end  came.  He 
leaves  father,  mother,  and  several  sisters  and 


brothers  to  mourn.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Wesley 
conducted  the  funeral. — Reporter. 

McGALHOM — On  November  6,  death  visited 
the  home  of  Mr.  H.  McGalhom,  at  Union 
Church,  Miss.,  and  claimed  his  little  daugh¬ 
ter,  Annie  Bell,  after  a  few  days’  illness. 
She  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at  Natches, 
Miss.,  where  she  underwent  a  serious  opera¬ 
tion,  from  which  she  did  not  rally.  She  was 
a  Christian  little  girl.  She  leaves  to  mourn 
their  loss,  father,  mother,  several  brothers 
and  sisters,  and  a  host  of  friends.  The  fu¬ 
neral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  A-  G.  Crump. 
— M.  B.  Crump,  Reporter. 

MOULTRIE— Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Lake  Arthur,  La.,  lost  one  of  its 
best  members  in  the  person  of  Sister  Eliza 
Moultrie,  who  died  October  28,  1927,  aged 
twenty-eight  years.  She  died  in  full  triumph 
of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  She  leaves  to  mourn 
her  passing^  mother,  father,  five  children,  one 
brother,  three  sisters,  and  a  host  of  friends. 
The  Rev.  P.  M.  Jones  officiated. — A.  Ran¬ 
som,  Reporter. 

PAGE — Bro.  Simon  Page  died  November  18, 
1927,  after  a  long  illness.  He  was  born  in 
New  Orleans,  La.,  in  1870,  resided  there  for 
several  yftars,  then  moved  to  New  Roads,  La., 
where  he  was  happily  converted  and  joined 
St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
served  as  class  leader,  Sunday-school  super¬ 
intendent,  and  was  loyal  to  the  church.  He 
was  greatly  beloved  by  the  children.  The 
body  was  in  charge  of  the  Masonic  Lodge. 
The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  J.  D.  Frazier;  the  Rev.  .Toe 
Green,  of  the  Baptist  Church;  and  the  Rev. 
Fred  Marrillo.  An  appropriate  paper  on  the 
life  of  the  deceased  was  read  by  Miss  Nan¬ 
nie  Anderson;  solo  by  Mrs.  M.  E.  Frazier. 
He  leaves  to  mourn,  wife,  three  sons,  and  a 
host  of  friends. — Reporter. 

SAMPSON — Mrs.  Mary  Sampson  was  born 
May  1,  1861,  and  died  November  13,  1927. 
She  was  converted  during  the  administration 
of  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Cowan  in  a  revival  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Hibbler  in  March, 
1890.  She  was  married  to  Mr.  Martin  Samp¬ 
son,  who  preceded  her  to  the  grave  twenty- 
six  years  ago,  and  joined  Wesley  Chapel, 
Vicksburg,  Miss.  To  this  union  no  children 
were  born.  The  beautiful  thing  in  her  life 
was  that  her  home,  her  labor,  and  love  was 
shared  with  five  children,  who  had  no  mother 
to  care  for  them.  She  was  conscious  of  her 
death,  and  remarked  that  she  was  just  wait¬ 
ing  on  the  Lord,  and  asked  that  the  hymn, 
“How  Firm  a  Foundation,”  be  sung  at  her 
funeral.  She  leaves  two  adopted  daughters, 
one  sister,  and  a  host  of  other  relatives  to 
mourn  her  passing. — The  Rev.  J.  C.  Hibbler, 
Pastor;  W.  B.  Barnes,  Reporter. 

SMITH — Bro.  Thomas  Smith  departed  this 
life  for  the  great  beyond  on  Sunday,  May  22, 
1927.  He  was  a  loyal  member  of  First  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  a  class  leader,  trustee,  and  president  of 
the  Brotherhood.  There  never  was  a  year 
that  he  failed  to  subscribe  for  the  Southwest¬ 
ern  Christian  Advocate.  The  Bible,  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Hymnal,  the  Discipline,  and  the  Advo¬ 
cate  were  his  joy  and  delight.  Bro.  Smith 
gave  his  life  for  the  church.  He  fell  at  his 
post  of  duty  on  Wednesday  night.  May  4,  at 
the  Brotherhood  meeting,  and  died  May  22. 
He  is  survived  by  two  brothers  and  two 
sisters:  Bro.  Walter  Smith,  a  local  preacher, 
of  Schriver,  La.;  Mrs.  Lucy  Redd,  of  Thibo- 
daux.  La.;  and  Attorney  F.  B.  Smith  and 
Marie  S.  Johnson,  of  New  Orleans;  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Mary  Embree,  of  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.,  and  a  host  of  other  relatives  and 
friends. — Reporter. 

WELCH— Sister  Cynthia  Welch  departed  this 
life  September  8,  1927,  at  Stuttgart,  Ark.,  in 
full  triumph  of  faith,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  Sister  Welch  was  a  member  of  St. 
Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  forty- 
five  years,  and  was  loved  by  all  who  knew 
her.  She  was  always  willing  to  perform  all 
tasks  assigned  to  her  hands.  The  body  was 
brought  back  to  Dekalb,  Miss.,  for  burial. 
She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  nine  children, 
husband,  two  sisters,  one  brother,  and  a  host 
of  relatives.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by 
the  pastor.  Rev.  E.  11.  Williams. — A.  M. 
Gully,  Reporter. 
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Schedule  of  Annual  Conferences,  Spring,  1928 


Conference 
South  Florida 
Mississippi 
Florida 

Upper  Mississippi 
Washington 
Delaware 
Lexington 
Central  Missouri 


Place 

Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 
Jawson,  Miss. 
Gainesville,  Fla. 
Grenada,  Miss. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Chicago,  Ill. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Date 

January  19 
January  25 
January  26. 
February  1 
March  21 
March  28 
April  11 
April  18 


Bishop 

Richardson 

Thirkield 

Richardson 

Mead 

Locke 

Jones 

Clair 

Clair 


Cards  of  Thanks 

We  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  Minter 
City  circuit  for  the  groceries  of  every  kind. 
It  shows  that  they  are  loyal  to  their  church, 
pastor,  and  family.  May  God  bless  them. — 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Lemon  and  Family,  Holly  Springy, 
Miss. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Hill  wish  to  thank 
the  members  and  friends  of  Wilson  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mexia,  Texas, 
for  a  cash  purse  of  $3.10.  May  God  bless 
these  good  people  for  their  kindness.  You 
are  welcome  to  come  again  at  any  time. — 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Hill. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good  women 
of  Mt.  Carmel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Woodland,  La.,  for  a  suit  of  clothes  given 
me  for  the  Conference,  at  a  cost  of  $40.  The 
plan  was  fostered  by  the  president  of  the 
Ladies’  Aid  Society  and  her  members.  May 
God’s  richest  blessing  rest  upon  these  good 
women. — The  Rev.  A.  P.  Robinson,  Pastor. 

I  take  this  method  to  thank  the  ladies’  Aid 
Societies  of  the  East  Calvert  (Texas)  cir¬ 
cuit  for  a  purse  of  $12,  as  we  left  for  the 
Annual  Conferentfe,  fostered  by  Mrs.  Joseph¬ 
ine  Gray,  Mrs.  Fannie  Robinson,  and  Miss 
Eva  Jones.  I  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Josephine 
Gray  also  for  a  fine  silk  tie,  and  a  very  beauti¬ 
ful  necklace  for  my  wife.  Many  blessings 
upon  these  good  people. — S.  M.  Adams,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

The  pastor.  Rev.  J.  A.  Howard,  and  fam¬ 
ily  wish  to  thank  the  members  and  friends 
of  St.  Mary’s  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Center,  Ala.,  for  the  many  pounds  of  choice 
groceries  laid  on  the  parsonage  table  No¬ 
vember  26.  The  party  was  led  by  Mrs.  Min¬ 
nie  Morris,  Mrs.  Susie  Neal,  Mr.  Sherman 
Jackson,  and  others.  We  pray  God’s  bless¬ 
ing  upon  each  one. — The  Rev.  J.  A.  Howard, 
Pastor. 

We  take  this  method  to  thank  the  good 
and  loyal  members  of  LeCompte  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  LeCompte,  La.,  for  fifty 
pounds  of  groceries  which  were  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  parsonage  on  November  8.  The 
party  was  led  by  Sister  F.  Jarson  and  C. 
Jarson  and  other  friends  from  the  Baptist 
Church.  We  thank  you  all,  and  extend  a 
standing  invitation  to  you  to  come  again. — 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Williams. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  good  citizens  and 
Christians  of  Mound  City,  Kans.,  for  a 
Thanksgiving  surprise  pound  party.  The  re¬ 
ception  was  indeed  a  beautiful  affair.  Among 
those  present  and  represented  were:  J. 
Adams,  E.  Simons,  Frank  and  Alice  Taylor, 
B.  Young,  Miss  Willard,  F.  Willard,  G. 
Taylor,  L.  Graham,  O.  Quick,  R.  Quick,  A. 
Harrington,  M.  Brown,  O.  Willard,  I.  Brooks. 
Our  union  Thanksgiving  was  a  success.  The 
Rev.  Willard  and  the  Rev.  White  joined  with 
us. — T.  B.  Oville,  Pastor. 

We  wish  to  thank  our  many  friends  for 
their  kind  and  consoling  words  during  the  ill¬ 
ness,  and  the  respect  manifested  by  floral 
offerings  and  personal  presence  in  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Laura  Ermon  Davenport,  who  was 
translated  Friday  night,  November  26,  1927. 
Our  hearts  go  out  in  appreciation  to  all  who 
were  on  the  program,  and  we  will  ever  cherish 
in  precious  memory  those  kind,  eulogistic 
words  and  sainted  songs.  Signed:  Linton 
Davenport,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  H.  Smith,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Roy,  Monroe,  La. 

t  I  Mdsh  to  thank  the  members  and  friends 
of  Macedonia  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Clinton,  La.,  for  a  grand  surprise  party 
given  to  me  at  our  church  on  Friday  night. 


November  26.  This  party  was  led  by  Sisters 
I.  Flowers,  L.  Williams,  S.  Mimms,  M.  E. 
Knighten,  C.  Jiles,  E.  Branch,  L.  ^ott,  T. 
Scott,  M.  Fisher,  Mr.  Kilbert  and  wife,  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  others.  They  laid 
on  the  table  fifty-five  pounds  of  choice  gro¬ 
ceries  and  a  cash  purse  of  ^.65.  God  bless 
these  good  people. — The  Rev.  J.  D.  Mc- 
Crory,  Pastor. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  L.  Darius  take  this 
method  to  thank  the  members  of  St.  Mark, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  whose  names  appear,  for 
the  fine  basket  of  choice  groceries  and  other 
things  sent  to  the  parsonage  for  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  dinner.  May  God’s  blessing  rest  upon 
them.  The  basket  was  presented  by  Mrs. 
Sibble  Gazaway,  Alice  Bullock,  Virginia 
McClure,  Mamie  Pope,  Mrs.  Phillip  Bridges, 
Inez  Love,  Anna  Ingram,  Alberta  Ray,  Mr. 
PhUlip  Homer  Bullock,  W.  R.  Wilson,  Al¬ 
fred  Love,  and  Arch  Cabbie. — Mrs.  W.  L. 
Darius,  Reporter. 

The  pastor  and  family  take  this  method 
to  thank  our  friends  and  members  of  St. 
Mark  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Opelou¬ 
sas,  La.,  for  a  nice  storm  and  surprise  party 
which  came  in  the  parsonage  after  class 
meeting  and  laid  on  the  table  2P0  pounds  of 
select  groceries  and  a  purse.  The  party  was 
led  by  Sister  Pinkie  Hampton,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton,  our  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  who,  with  well-chosen  words,  made 
the  presentation  speech.  The  pastor  re¬ 
sponded.  May  God’s  choicest  blessing  rest 
upon  them. — The  Rev.  T.  A.  Bailey. 

The  pastor  and  wife  wish  to  thank  the 
members  and  Baptist  friends  of  Newton 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  White 
Sand,  Miss.,  for  the  great  storm  that  struck 
the  parsonage  on  November  28,  at  8.30  P.  M. 
The  party  was  composed  of  Bros.  A.  Henry, 
E.  Richardson,  J.  Henry,  O.  Mundy,  Sisters 
I.  Henry,  B.  Richardson,  and  A.  Richardson. 
These  good  people  motored  from  White 
Sand  to  Picayune,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles, 
with  more  than  100  pounds  of  select  gro¬ 
ceries,  for  the  comfort  of  the  pastor  and 
family,  and  a  cash  purse  of  $7.36.  We  pray 
God’s  blessing  upon  you. — J.  J.  Ford. 

The  pastor  and  wife  wish  to  thank  the 
members  and  friends  of  Pine  Grove  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Kent  Store,  La.,  for 
the  storm  given  them  on  November  23,  just 
at  supper  time,  surprising  the  pastor,  wife, 
and  children.  The  following  members  led 
the  group  in  a  needy  time  with  about  sixty 
pounds  of  choice  groceries;  Brother  C.  Pow¬ 
ell,  W.  Powell,  Ida  Campbell,  J.  Washington, 
M.  Campbell,  L.  Powell,  L.  James,  K.  Powell, 
R.  Boatner,  C.  Holliday,  M.  James,  J.  Hayes, 
C.  Hayes,  S.  Banks,  M.  Thomas,  A.  Hughes; 
also  our  Baptist  friends  and  others.  We  will 
be  glad  to  have  this  storm  repeated  at  any 
time. — The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  McCrory 
and  Children. 

We  thank  the  good  members  of  St.  John 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Anniston,  Ala., 
for  a  surprise  reception  given  in  honor  of 
their  pastor  and  family,  the  Rev.  N.  H.  Red- 
rick.  Among  the  visiting  friends  were  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ramsey,  of  Mt.  Olive  Baptist 
Church;  Prof.  Rice,  principal  of  South  High¬ 
land  High  School;  Mrs.  Sapho,  of  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  and  many  other  friends  and  members 
were  present.  Many  encouraging  words 
were  spoken  by  Bro.  Traylor,  followed  by 
the  Rev.  Ramsey,  Prof.  Rice,  and  others. 
The  guests  were  served  by  Mrs.  Nelson,  Mrs. 
Johnson,  and  Mrs.  Franklin.  We  also  wish 
to  thank  the  kind  member,  Mr.  John  Cam¬ 
eron,  of  Ashville,  Ala.,  whom  we  pastored 
last  year,  for  remembering  us  with  a  large 
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turkey  for  our  Thanksgiving  dinner. — Mrs. 
N.  H.  Redrick. 

On  November  18,  just  at  the  close  of  the 
official  board  meeting  at  Mt.  Nebo  Church, 
Shellmound,  Miss.,  a  surprise  party,  led  by 
Mrs.  Inez  Williams,  marched  up  to  the  front 
of  the  church  and  left  173  pounds  of  choice 
groceries  and  a  cash  purse  for  the  pastor. 
The  party  was  fostered  by  Sister  A.  Henry, 
president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid,  and  Sister  E. 
V.  Williams,  president  of  The  Woman’s  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Society.  The  following  par¬ 
ticipated:  J.  Henry,  I.  Williams,  E.  V. 
Williams,  M.  Harris,  L.  Hicks,  A.  Henry, 

L.  White,  M.  Potts,  C.  Dale,  C.  Pruett,  H. 

M.  Holman,  F.  Walls,  E.  Innis,  S.  Williams, 

N.  Shells,  C.  Howard,  G.  Henry,  C.  Hilton, 
E.  Beck,  A.  L.  Henry,  A.  Young,  A.  Ed¬ 
wards,  F.  Oneal,  G.  Moore,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  J.  Jones,  Jas.  Henry,  W.  Genry,  F.  Rich¬ 
ardson,  H.  Jackson,  C.  Roberson,  J.  Hicks, 
E.  Jackson,  W.  Hoskin,  L.  Willis,  E.  Willis. 
The  presentation  speech  was  made  by  Bro. 
Jas.  Henry.  The  pastor  responded.  May 
God  bless  you. — Mrs.  Rev.  P.  H.  Jackson. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  N.  Redmond  and 
sons  take  this  method  of  expressing  their 
gratitude  and  appreciation  to  the  members  of 
St.  James  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
friends  of  Columbus,  Miss.,  and  members  of 
Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
friends  of  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  and  other 
friends  as  well,  for  their  tokens  of  sym¬ 
pathy,  manifested  by  their  liberal  donations 
in  cash,  wearing  apparel,  and  household  goods 
contributed  as  a  result  of  their  home  and 
all  their  belongings  having  been  destroyed 
by  fire  on  the  night  of  October  26.  The 
donors  and  their  donations  are  too  numerous 
to  give  in  detail,  hence  this  brief  sketch  ns 
follows:  Members  of  St.  James  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  more  than  $60  in  cash  and 
186  pound-box  of  merchandise;  St.  .Tames 
Sunday  school,  $6;  Epworth  League,  $2.60; 
Household  of  Ruth,  No.  766,  $6;  Home  Aid 
Society,  $6.60;  Eastern  Star,  .$2;  Union 
Academy,  box  of  merchandise;  Starkville 
District  Conference,  $16;  District  Conference 
visitors;  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Adams,  $2.60;  the 
Rev.  B.  F.  Woolfolk,  $5;  R.  L.  Williams,  $6, 
and  Mrs.  Maud  Sykes,  $6.  My  being  away 
from  home  will  account  for  the  donations 
from  the  good  people  in  Holly  Springs  not 
being  given  in  detail;  but  suffice  it  to  say, 
that  their  donations  in  cash  and  merchandise 
will  excel  these  of  the  good  people  of  Co¬ 
lumbus,  because  of  our  having  lived  these 
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monff  them  The  Craft  Cedar  presiding  bishop,  addressed  this  body  of  ear-all  of  the  young  ministers,  those  of  you  who 
No.  8»,  donated  $26.  We  thank  nest  working  women  who  are  going  forward  prom^  me  t^t  you  would  go  dow  to 
■a  Wvilnuer  for  opening  their  to  bring  about  a  greater  spirit  of  love  and  Wavelandnext  June,  to  please  don  t  fall.  Don  t 

**  -  I  union  with  the  ministers’  wives  and  their  wait  to  raise  your  money;  start  now.  Let’s 

families.  At  the  ne»t  session  of  the  Lincoln  put  the  World  Service  across,  and  then  go 

Conference,  held  November  14,  1#26,  at  down  to  Waveland  and  tell  those  who  will  fail 

WidiKa,  Kans.,  there  was  an  Increase  of  seven  how  we  put  It  across.  Let  your  slogan  be 
members.  We  are  steadily  marching  on.  This  this  year:  Over  the  top,  and  down  to  Wave- 
year  at  the  Annual  Conference  just  closed  at  land.  Waveland  is  one  of  the  places  where 

of  the  Ardmore,  Okla.,  we  were  able  to  gain  seven  you  can  get  rid  of  your  tired  feeling;  for 

more  names,  thus  increasing  the  total  mem-  after  you  are  there  just  one  day,  you  will  lay 

bership  to  twenty-five.  Officers  elected  were:  them  to  rest  in  the  sea  of  pleasure.  If  I  can 

Presldrat,  Mrs.  B.  R.  Booker;  vice-president,  be  of  help  to  any  of  you,  just  call  on  me,  for 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Ross;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  as  you  know,  I  am  at  your  service.  My  one 
“  Williama;  corresponding  secretary,  thousand  dollar  drive  is  on.  Notwithstanding 

-  - .  lumber  is  being  put  on  the  ground  to  build 

1-  a  new  Simday-school  building,  my  good  peo- 
Amount  In  treasury  as  shown  by  the  pie  told  me  to  look  to  the  top.  We  care  not 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Williams,  Secre-  how  dark  the  night,  we  believe  in  the  coming 

of  the  morning.  Yours  for  a  happy  new 
year. — G.  W.  Brown,  Pastor  of  Haven  Meth- 
Ci&l  Notices  odist  Episcopal  Churdi,  Alexander  City,  Ala. 

sf'the  Rev.  J.  J.  Hardemon  Inni11T*V 

ed  from  P.  O.  Box  100,  Go-  y 

P.  O.  Box  83,  Georgetown,  j  Inquire  for  my  unde,  whose  name 

is  Luther  Spates.  He  left  Marlon,  Ala., 
Ministers  of  the  Central  Ala-  about  twenty-four  years  ago.  I  am  his  sister’s 
!et  As  you  know,  we  were  (Bertha)  daughter,  and  I  wish  to  know  his 
to  Waveland,  Miss.,  in  Jime,  whereabouts.  When  last  heard  of,  he  was 
ichool.  This  is  the  request  of  in  New  Orleans,  La.  Please  send  any  Infor- 

_ ^ _  Since  I  was  elected  one  of  mation  to  Mary  Ella  Cox,  R.  P.  D.  8,  Box  61, 

organisers  of  my  Conference,  I  want  to  ask  Marion,  Ala. 


Marriages 

JOHNSON— CHAVIS.  The  marriai 
Rev.  Melvin  Johnson  and  Miss  Roberta  E. 

Chavis  was  solemnised  at  the  home  of  the 
bride’s  parents.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Chavis, 

980  First  Ave.,  South,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  on 

November  SB,  1927.  The  ceremony  was  con-  j.  E.  ’ _  .  „ 

ducted  by  the  bride’s  pastor,  tbe  Rev.  G.  W.  Mrs.  J.  B.  Walker;  treasurer,  Mrs.  P.  Ecton; 
Lewis,  of  Clark  Memorial  Methodist  Episco-  chaplaii^  Mrs.  F.  Sims;  pianist,  Mrs.  A.  Tal- 
pal  Church.  The  bride  was  given  away  by  bert 
her  father.  Mrs.  H.  H.  Walker  presided  at  report,  $81.50. 
tbe  piano.  Besides  tbe  immediate  family,  tary. 
other  persons  present  were  Misses  Batte  and 
HacUey,  faitimate  friends  of  the  bride;  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Perry,  of  Sprin^dd,  friends  of 
the  groom.  Immediately  after  tiie  marriage 
the  couple  left  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  for 
Springfield,  where  friends  and  a  reception 
awaited  them.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  one  of  the 
representative  teachers  in  the  public  schools 
of  Nashville,  and  it  at  present  pursuing  her 
degree  course  in  Fisk  Unlversltv.  The  Rev. 

Johnson  is  entering  upon  his  third  year  as 
pastor  of  Springfidd  circuit,,  and  is  one  of 
the  coming  prea^ers  among  the  younger  set 
in  the  Tennessee  Conference.  Friends  of  the 
couple  wish  them  many  years  of  usefulness 
together  upon  life’s  rugged  highway. — Re¬ 
porter. 

JOHNSON— GROVES.  On  November  27, 

1927,  Mr.  Roosevelt  Johnson  and  Miss  Mari¬ 
etta  Groves  were  quietly  married  at  the  home 
of  the  bride’s  mother.  Brownfield,  Miss.  The 
Rev.  Cteell  Eckford  officiated.  The  bride  is 
a  faithful  qiember  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  and  the  groom  is  a  memMr  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  We  pray  for  them  long 
life  and  happiness. — Mrs.  E.  L.  Harper,  Re¬ 
porter. 

NANCE— BUCK.  On  November  24,  1927, 
the  Rev.  J.  S.  Nance,  our  pastor  at  Cooke¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  was  happily  united  in  wed¬ 
lock  to  Mrs.  Mary  Buck,  of  Algood,  who  is 
a  staunch  member  of  Wright  Chapel  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Dev¬ 
lin,  of  tne  Sparta  circuit,  performed  the  cere¬ 
mony.  We  wish  them  a  happy  sail  over  life’s 
sea. — J.  S.  L.,  Reporter. 

NASH— BREWER.  On  November  27,  1927, 

Mr.  M.  Nash  and  Miss  Mary  Lee  Brewer 
were  joined  in  holy  wedlock  at  the  home  of 
the  bride,  BrooksvUle,  Miss.  After  the  cere¬ 
mony  the  wedding  reception  was  given.  The 
Rev.  J.  W.  Byrd,  pastor  of  Brooksville 
charge,  officiated. — Reporter. 

NICHOLLS— WILLIAMS.  Mr.  Halton 
NichoUs  and  Miss  Priscilla  Williams,  of  Con¬ 
rad,  La.,  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  holy 
wedlock,  December  1,  1927.  The  Rev.  Peter 
P.  Wright  was  the  officiating  minister.  We 
wish  for  them  long  life  and  happiness. — Miss 
Beulah  P.  Woods,  Reporter. 

WILLIAMS— HOPKINS.  Mr.  Willie  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Miss  Sadie  May  Hopkins  were 
happily  united  in  holy  wedlock,  November  27, 

1927,  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Red  Bald¬ 
win,  their  grandparents,  at  Brooksville,  Miss. 

Both  are  active  members  of  Baldwin  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Sunday  school  and  church. 

After  the  wedding  ceremony  an  elaborate  re¬ 
ception  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

R.  Williams.  Their  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  W. 

Byr^  officiated. — Reporter. 

Woman’s  Column 

The  Ministers  Wives,  Mothers,  and 
Daughters’  Protective  Association  was  or¬ 
ganised  October  11,  1925,  at  the  Lincoln  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  held  at  Omaha,  Nebr.,  with 
tbe  names  of  eleven  ministers’  wives,  mothers, 
and  daughters,  namely:  Mesdames  B.  R. 

Booker^resident;  C.  R.  Ross,  vice-president; 

J.  E.  WUIams,  recording  secretary;  J.  H. 

Ellis,  correraonding  secretary;  P.  Ecton, 
treasurer;  Sims,  chwlain;  W.  Brown, 
pianist;  W.  C.  Conwell,  R.  D.  Gatewood,  J. 

H.  Streeter,  and  Bunton.  Eight  of  these 
women  were  present.  Bishop  Keeney,  the 
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Atlanta  Conference  Appointments 


ATLANTA  DISTRICT 
J.  W.  Quxxk,  DUt.  Bupt. 

Ariel  Bowen,  H.  B.  Burns.  Battle  Hill, 
J.  A.  Green.  Central  Avenue,  J.  W.  Moore. 
Edgewood,  W.  G.  Sanders,  supply.  Ladd 
Street,  N.  J.  Ross.  Rockdale  Park,  C.  B. 
Holloway.  South  Atlanta,  C.  L.  Johnson. 
Warren  Memorial,  to  be  supplied.  Burns 
Ct.,  R.  T.  Jackson.  Franklin  Ct,  A.  R. 
Wyatt.  Grantville,  B.  P.  Barclay.  Hogans- 
ville  and  Corinth,  J.  H.  Bridges.  Hogans- 
ville  Ct.,  J.  H.  Brandon.  Lutherville  Ct., 
C.  G.  Gessentanner.  Marietta,  T.  H.  Fort- 
son.  Newnan,  J.  GriflBth.  Newnan  Ct.,  R. 
H.  L.  Bans.  Peoplestown  Mission,  H.  B. 
PhiUlps. 

GAINESVILLE  DISTRICT 
N.  J.  CaoLLET,  Ditt.  Bupt. 

Athens  and  Nicholson,  W.  A.  Neely.  Buck- 
head,  M.  G.  Klght.  Buford,  J.  W.  Amey. 
Centenary  Memorial,  E.  C.  McCrea.  Com¬ 
merce  and  GiUsville,  J.  M.  Strickland.  Cov¬ 
ington,  J.  W.  Swain.  Duluth,  R.  E.  L.  Beas¬ 
ley.  East  Atlanta,  to  be  supplied.  Elber- 
ton,  J.  M.  Anderson.  Fort  Street,  W.  B. 
Wood.  Gainesville,  P.  H.  Travis.  Hoschton 
and  Duncan,  G.  A.  Hill.  Lavonia,  Wm. 
Bailey.  Lawrenceville  and  Dacula,  David 
Gray.  Leo,  Italy  Robinson.  ^  Oxford,  S.  B. 
Beauford.  Suwanee,  E.  A.  Allison.  Union 
Grove,  L.  W.  Strickland. 

GRIFFIN  DISTRICT 
D.  H.  Stantox,  Dut.  Bupt. 

Brooks  and  Vaughn,  J.  H.  Zackery,  sup¬ 
ply.  College  Park,  E.  G.  Newton.  County 
Line,  E.  D.  Adams.  Crumley  (supplied). 
East  Point,  M.  M.  Alston.  Fairburn,  H.  B. 
Jones,  supply.  Fayetteville  and  Hartford, 


J.  P.  Dorsey.  Griffin  Station,  N.  A.  Bridges. 
Griffin  Ct,  E.  H.  Lee.  Hampton,  E.  J. 
Right  Jonesboro  and  Red  Oak,  P.  L.  In¬ 
man.  Lithonia  and  Conyers,  B.  W.  Hatchett. 
McDonough,  G.  W.  Adams.  Oak  Hill,  J.  T. 
Wolfe.  Stockbridge,  I.  C.  Rucker.  William¬ 
son,  W.  M.  Jones. 

ROME  DISTRICT 
J.  F.  Dbmert,  DUt.  Bupt. 

Adairsville  Ct,  F.  A.  Hunt.  Austell,  Y.  T. 
Frederick.  Bremen  Ct,  P.  B.  Gates.  Cave 
Springs,  W.  E.  Ector.  Cedartown,  Lemon 
Hanes.  Carrollton,  R.  B.  McPherson.  Car- 
tersville,  Z.  K.  Gowen.  DouglasvUle,  M.  W. 
Burch.  Palmetto,  J.  J.  Jones.  Rome,  First 
Church,  J.  W.  Tharpe.  South  Rome  and 
Floyd,  A.  L.  Haywood.  Summerville  and 
Cahutta,  J.  H.  Davis.  Villa  Rica,  J.  C.  Cun¬ 
ningham. 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS 

L.  H.  King,  editor  Southwestern  Christian 
Advocate;  member  Central  Avenue  Quarterly 
Conference. 

J.  P.  Wragg,  agency,  secretary  Colored 
Work,  American  Bible  Society  .j  <«  member 
South  Atlanta  Quarterly  Conference. 

H.  W.  B.  Wilson,  sub-agency,  secretary 
Colored  Work,  American  Bible  Society; 
member  South  Atlanta  Quarterly  Conference. 

E.  S.  Reid,  left  without  appointment  to  at¬ 
tend  our  schools;  member  South  Atlanta 
Quarterly  Conference. 

F.  M.  Gordon,  principal  Deai  and  Mute 
School ;  member  Cave  Springs  Quarterly 
Conference. 

W.  L.  Rawlings,  left  without  appointment 
to  attend  school;  member  South  Atlanta 
Quarterly  Conference. 

W.  C.  Von  Schultz,  leave  of  absence;  mem¬ 
ber  Cartersville  Quarterly  Conference. 


"  South  Carolina  Conference 
Appointments 


BEAUFORT  DISTRICT 
N.  T.  Bowen,  Jh.,  Dist.  Bupt. 

Aiken,  J.  F.  Pearson.  Allendale,  J.  G. 
Stokes.  Appleton,  R.  G.  Lawrence.  Bam¬ 
berg,  J.  P.  Robinson.  Cottageville,  J.  A. 
Murray.  Bamberg  Ct.,  W.  H.  Norman. 
Beaufort,  E.  W.  McMillan.  Blackville,  B.  C. 
Brown.  Brunson,  M.  L.  Green.  Ehrhardt,  J. 
E.  Goins.  Greenpond,  J.  W.  Gray.  Harde- 
viile,  J.  Mitchell.  Lodge,  A.  J.  Hall.  Mil- 
lett,  S.  Grayson.  Olar,  Wm.  Hailey.  Olar 
Mission,  Stephen  Bryant.  Ruffin,  C.  B. 
Brown.  Sigling,  T.  W.  Williams.  Spring- 
town,  M.  O.  Stewart.  St.  George,  O.  Blas- 
singame.  Walterboro,  F.  Marcus.  Weeks, 

B.  S.  Cooper.  Yemassee,  D.  P.  Murphy. 
Youngs  Island,  E.  D.  Generette. 

BENNETTSVILLE  DISTRICT 
J.  D.  Whittakee,  Dist.  Bupt. 

Alcot,  Solomon  Pearson.  Bennettsville,  G. 
W.  Cooper.  Bethel  and  Ebenezer,  E.  M. 
Washington.  Blenheim  and  Spears,  A. 
Mack.  Cheraw,  M.  W.  Greene.  Chesterfield, 
Ed.  Gordon.  Clio  and  Dunbar,  J.  R.  Gra¬ 
ham.  Darlington,  S.  A.  Fimches.  Darling¬ 
ton  Ct.,  D.  M.  Morrison.  Dillon,  W.  M. 
Manna.  Hamer,  J.  B.  Curry.  Hartsville,  N. 
S.  Smith.  HartsvUle  Ct.,  J.  W.  A.  Butler. 
Hartsville  Mission,  John  S.  Norwood.  Level 
Green  and  Wesley,  A.  G.  Townsend.  Little 
Rock,  L.  S.  Selmore.  Lydia  and  Kingville, 

C.  H.  Dangerfleld.  North  Marlboro,  H.  J. 
Kirk.  St.  John  and  Wesley,  S.  S.  Sparks. 
Syracuse  and  Providence,  Frank  Quick. 
Tatum  and  McColl,  K.  D.  Hough.  New 
Haven  Mission,  Dozier  Johnson,  supply. 

CHARLESTON  DISTRICT 
C.  C.  Clark,  Dist.  Bupt. 

Brook  Green,  P.  P.  Heyward.  North 
Charleston,  J.  C.  Williams,  supply.  Charles¬ 
ton:  Centenary,  R.  L.  Hickson;  Old  Bethel, 
J.  A.  Curry;  Wesley,  J.  C.  Gibbes;  St.  Jude 


and  St.  James,  J.  C.  Williams,  supply;  East 
Mission,'  Edward  DeSassure,  supply.  Cooper 
River,  Wm.  S.  McClary,  supply.  Dorchester, 
J.  W.  Reeder.  Georgetown  and  Andrews,  A. 
S.  Newman.  Greeleyville,  Jas.  Richards. 
Harleyville,  T.  D.  Green.  Johns  Island,  M. 
M.  Mouzon.  Jedburg,  A.  F.  Hines,  supply. 
Lanes,  C.  J.  Mack.  Maryville,  Geo.  Geddis. 
McClellanville,  to  be  supplied.  Mt.  Holly,  T. 
J.  Pendergress.  Pinopolis,  L.  C.  Mahoney. 
Ridgeville,  W.  C.  Summers.  St.  Stephen,  F. 
H.  Grant.  Stephen  Ct.,  Daniel  Brown.  Sum¬ 
merville,  J.  W.  Buddin.  St.  Thomas,  H.  L. 
Stuart.  South  Island,  P.  White,  supply. 
Washington  and  Ladson,  E.  F.  Tooin. 

FLORENCE  DISTRICT 
R.  F.  Harrington,  Dist.  Bupt. 

Asbury-Bethel,  D.  J.  Hartwell,  supply. 
Cades,  D.  E.  Thomas.  Hemingway,  J.  M. 
Stokes.  Kingstree  Station,  B.  C.  Jackson. 
Kingstree  Ct.,  J.  A.  Glenn.  Lake  City,  H. 
H.  Cooper.  Latta,  T.  J.  Robinson.  Marion, 
C.  C.  Reynolds.  Mars  Bluff,  W.  J.  Gupple. 
Mullins,  J.  B.  Rause.  Nesmith,  N.  J.  Brown. 
Salem-Wesley,  C.  R.  Brown.  Springville,  1. 
H.  Richardson.  St.  John,  N.  J.  Brown.  St. 
Luke,  J.  W.  James.  St.  Mary,  W.  M.  R. 
Baddy  St.  Paul,  D.  H.  McLean.  Timmons- 
ville,  D.  S.  Curry.  John  Wesley  Mission,  T. 
E.  Taylor,  supply.  Olanta,  Pampllco,  A.  L. 
Wilson,  supply.  Joseph  Union,  J.  H.  Page, 
supply. 

GREENVILLE  DISTRICT 
James  E.  C.  Jenkins,  Dist.  Bupt. 

Anderson,  B.  S.  Jackson.  Belton,  Wm. 
Smith.  Easley,  C.  E.  Wright.  Greenville: 
John  Wesley,  W.  S.  Thompson;  St.  Andrew, 

A.  Knox;  Minus  Chapel,  D.  M.  Minus.  Green¬ 
ville  Mission,  M.  S.  Berry,  supply.  Green¬ 
wood,  H.  L.  Davis.  Loundesville  and  Starr, 
T.  B.  Henderson.  McCormick,  M.  B.  Baddy. 
Newberry,  C.  L.  Lindsay.  Ninety-six,  G.  S. 


McMillan.  North  Greenville,  T.  B.  Hender¬ 
son.  Pendleton,  S.  M.  Brown.  Pickens,  I. 
V.  Manning.  Rock  Mill,  F.  L.  Lawton.  St 
Luke,  T.  B.  Henderson.  Seneca,  W.  N.  Fri- 
dle.  South  Greenville,  T.  R.  Robinson.  Wal- 
h^lla,  S.  Jackson.  West  Anderson,  S.  V. 
Fowler.  Willlamston,  J.  A.  Gary. 

ORANGEBURG  DISTRICT 
J.  B.  Tatlor,  Dist.  Bupt. 
Branchville,  R.  H.  Cunningham.  Colum¬ 
bia,  J.  F.  Page.  Denmark,  L.  C.  Gregg. 
Edisto  Fork,  J.  A.  Summers.  Jamison,  N. 
E.  Franklin.  Macedonia,  S.  E.  Watson.  Mid¬ 
way,  E.  J.  Curry.  North,  J.  S.  Miller. 
Orangeburg  Station,  R.  F.  Freeman.  Or- 
ang^eburg  Ct.,  L.  A.  Thomas.  Pineville  and 

B. ,  I.  C.  Wiley.  Reevesville,  S.  J.  Cooper. 
Rowesville,  M.  J.  Porter.  Springfield,  A.  P. 
Gailliard.  Swansea,  J.  W.  Henderson. 

SPARTANBURG  DISTRICT 
L.  W.  Williams,  Dist.  Bupt. 
Bethune,  Ed.  Harrison.  Blacksburg  and 
York  Ct.,  Giles  C.  Brown.  Chester  Ct.,  P. 
E.  McLaughlin.  Chesnee,  Robert  B.  King. 
Clover,  S.  M.  Miller.  Cowpens,  E.  P.  Bruce. 
Jefferson,  F.  A.  Connelly.  Gaffney,  G.  A. 
Thomas.  Greer,  Isaac  Myers.  Landrum, 
Charles  W.  Long.  Long  Town,  J.  W.  White. 
McBee,  C.  J.  James.  Pacolet,  R.  H.  Har¬ 
rison.  Pageland,  J.  T.  Martin.  Rock  Hill, 

C.  F.  Ferguson.  St.  James,  T.  H.  Fisher. 
St.  Mark,  J.  C.  Martin.  Spartanburg,  to  be 
supplied.  Spartanburg  Ct.  and  Mission,  R. 
R.  Williams.  Taylor  Mission,  to  be  supplied. 
Wellford  and  Reidville,  R.  E.  Bethea.  York 
Station,  A.  P.  Jenkins. 


SUMTER  DISTRICT 
B.  F.  Bradford,  Dist.  Bupt. 

Antioch,  F.  W.  Anthony.  Asbury,  F.  F. 
Fisher,  supply.  Bethel  Mission,  H.  Sutton, 
supply.  Blaney,  P.  C.  E.  Hiddleston.  Cam¬ 
den,  S.  M.  McCollum.  Camden  Ct.,  A.  H. 
Hayes.  Lamar,  P.  E.  Mingo.  Lynchburg, 

A.  J.  Pogue.  Macedonia,  E,  S.  Charley.  Me- 
chanicsville,  H.  W.  V^lliams.  Mt.  Zion,  A. 

W.  Wright.  New  Hfven  and  St.  Phillips, 
John  W.  Williams.  Oswego,  W.  F.  Smith.-.,. 
Rock  Hill  and  Borden,  J.  W.  Williams.  RoclM|| 
Spring,  D.  F.  Tillman.  St.  James  and  StonC^ 
Hill,  F.  W.  Vance.  St.  Paul,  Paul  Reddish. 

St.  Matthew’s,  S.  F.  Moss.  Shiloh,  Wm. 
David.  Sumter,  J.  W.  Taylor.  Wateree,  G. 

B.  Tillman.  Zion  Hill,  G.  W.  Burroughs. 


1927  SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS 

W.  R.  Gregg,  left  without  appointment  to 
attend  school. 

H.  B.  Jones,  transferred. 

L.  M.  Dunton,  secretary-treasurer  of  Claflin 
Endowment  Fund  and  president  emeritus  of 
the  same. 

C.  C.  Jacobs,  Claflin  Endowment  agent. 

A.  R.  Howard,  secretary  Colored  Work, 
Board  of  Temperance,  Prohibition,  and  Pub¬ 
lic  Morals. 
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The  Story  of  Liberia 

E\'ERYB0DY  interested  in  Africa’s  awakening,  in  this  much-felt  need.  Mr.  Sibley  is  a  Southerner  of  the 
which  the  Liberian  republic  is  to  figure  so  largely  United  States  by  birth,  training,  and  years  of  service, 

as  a  base  of  operations,  will  be  eager  to  read  the  Whether  he  can  suflBciently  detach  himself  from  the  tra- 

forthcoming  volume,  “Liberia — Old  and  New,”  by  Dr.  ditions  and  mental  complexes  characterizing  this  section, 
-J,  L.  Sibley.  Because  of  its  past  eventful  history  and  to  write  judicially  rather  than  prejudicially  concerning 

its  present  status  on  the  threshold  of  one  of  the  most  the  black  republic  and  its  peoples  remains  to  be  seen.  It  is 

promising  epochs  of  development  in  the  life  of  any  coun-  worthy  of  note  in  this  connection  that  he  is  American 
try,  Liberia  is  being  watched  with  unusual  solicitude  in  adviser  to  the  republic  in  educational  matters.  He  was 
All  sections  of  the  industrial  and  religious  world.  Its  sent  to  Liberia  by  a  dozen  or  more  missionary,  educa- 
position  as  the  nexus  between  the  Negro  American  and  tional,  and  philanthropic  societies  interested  in  the  school 
the  millions  of  his  ebony  kinsmen  is  likewise  significant  for  problems  of  that  nation.  For  more  than  a  year  he  has 
the  future  political  alignment  of  the  nations  and  races  of  been  in  conference  with  missionary  leaders,  school  prin- 
the  earth.  cipals,  educational  and  govermnent  authorities,  with  a 

Liberia’s  development  and  career  is  meaningful  for  the  view  to  solving  the  problem  of  setting  up  an  educational 
future.  Herein  lies  the  challenge  for  more  comprehen-  system  and  technique  for  Liberia. 

sive  knowledge  of  the  country,  its  peoples,  its  natural  The  first  of  its  kind,  this  volume  to  appear  about 
resources,  its  institutions,  and  customs.  Despite  the  cen-  January  15,  should  prove  of  the  highest  value,  looking 
tury-old  career  of  this  Negro  republic,  strangely  there  toward  the  awakening  of  an  intelligent  interest  in  and 
has  not  yet  appeared  such  a  readable,  informing,  and  effort  for  Africa’s  permanent  social  advancement.  “Li- 
authoritative  history  of  the  country  as  the  public  has  beria — Old  and  New,”  will  be  issued  by  Doubleday,  Doran 
desired.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Sibley’s  book  will  fill  &  Company. 

The  Rev.  J.  N.  C.  Coggin,  A.B.,  D.D., 

Deceased 

WHEN  John  Nelson  Clark  Coggin  crossed  the  nar-  E.  G.  Andrews,  President  C.  E.  Libby  "of  Rust  University, 
row  divide  between  time  and  eternity  oii  Friday  and  Dr.  Hiram  R.  Revels,  at  one  time  his  presiding  elder, 
morning,  November  11,  1927,  in  the  parsonage  awakened  in  young  Coggin  the  driving  purpose  to  be  a 
of  his  church  in  New  York  City,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  man  prepared  like  them,  to  serve  his  people  and  his 
Church  lost  one  of  the  greatest  characters  the  church  times. 

has  ever  produced  within  the  colored  group  of  its  mem-  In  this  purpose  he  was  constrained  by  love  for  his 
bership.  His  unexpected  death  was  an  occasion  of  uni-  people,  his  race.  Their  plight,  to  him,  was  pathetic.  He 
versal  regret  and  genuine  sorrow  in  Methodist  circles  was  moved  to  sorrowing  emotion  over  their  foibles,  their 

everywhere.  And  among  people  generally  were  heard  handicaps,  their  ignorance,  their  sins.  He  wanted  them 

expressions  of  profound  sadness  at  the  passing  of  one  to  know  and  experience  the  life  of  larger  civic  and  Chris- 
of  the  race’s  most  prominent  and  useful  leaders.  Only  tian  liberties.  He  felt  that  education  and  the  gospel  alone 

in  the  greatness  of  Dr.  Coggin  can  be  found  the  expla-  are  the  levers  for  lifting  the  race  from  its  present  to  the 

nation  of  his  signal  achievements  and  the  gratifying  es-  higher  levels  he  so  anxiously  desired  they  should  attain, 
teem  and  affection  in  which  he  is  held  throughout  Meth-  Akin  to  this  passion  was  his  zeal  for  the  kingdom  of 
odism  and  the  Negro  race.  God.  It  has  not  been  our  privilege  to  know  any  man 

He  was  cultured  and  versatile,  and  utilized  his  rare  more  zealous  for  making  this  ideal  a  practical  condi- 
attainments  in  the  pursuit  of  the  high  Christian  purpose  tion  in  the  relationships  of  men.  He  wanted  and  strove 
which  made  his  life  so  broad-gauged.  To  one  who  knew  to  put  Christ  at  the  center  of  the  social  order.  To  him 
him  intimately,  it  was  always  obvious  that  in  harmony  Jesus  Christ  was  the  foundation  of  human  hope,  the 
with  his  definite  convictions  of  life’s  meaning,  his  pur-  alluring  ideal  toward  which  all  life  must  gravitate.  In 
pose  rang  true  and  clear  in  the  direction  of  service — high-  the  truest  sense  of  the  term.  Dr.  Coggin  was  orthodox,  and 
souled,  distinguished  service — for  his  church  and  his  race,  could  be  found  always  in  the  rank  of  fundamentalists  in 
In  this  direction,  in  his  attitude  there  was  a  solicitude  the  Christian  faith.  He  was  never  generous  enough  in- 
akin  to  distress.  From  his  early  youth,  inspired,  by  the  tellectually  to  permit  advancing  science,  modem  theology, 
religious  atmosphere  of  his  humble  home,  and  later  by  or  flexible  ecclesiasticism  to  encroach  upon  the  “faith 
contacts  with  men  of  pronounced  Christian  character,  once  delivered  to  the  saints.”  He  always  gave  ear,  but 
he  was  dominated  by  lofty  purpose  and  sought  by  cul-  seldom  the  heart,  to  new  thories  that  seemed  out  of 
ture  and  service  to  realize  his  purpose  in  a  worthy  career,  harmony  with  the  faith  of  his  childhood. 

Such  men  as  Bishop  John  W.  Hamilton,  the  late  Bishop  Great  in  character  endowment,  he  was  great  also  in 


Southwestern 

H 


1016 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  December  29,  1927 


execution.  Dr.  Coggin,  as  an  orator  and  pulpiteer,  had 
no  superior  in  his  powers  of  persuasion  and  conviction. 
His  was  not  the  oratory  of  balanced  sentences  and  pol¬ 
ished  shafts  of  rhetoric;  but  of  literal  interpretation,  of 
logic,  of  keen  analysis,  of  subtle  wit,  delightful  humor, 
and  moving  passion.  It  was  like  the  mighty  Niagara, 
which  sweeps  irresistibly  all  within  its  path.  Preaching 
on  one  occasion  in  Central  Church,  Jackson,  Miss.,  upon 
“What  Think  Ye  of  Christ?”  at  a  given  point  in  his 
discourse  he  was  rudely  interrupted  by  one  of  his  auditors, 
a  man  in  the  congregation  springing  to  his  feet  and  ex¬ 
claiming  with  conviction,  “Elder,  I  have  been  a  fool  about 
Jesus  Christ  all  my  life;  now  I  mean  to  be  a  bigger  fool 
about  Him  than  ever.” 

In  pulpit  and  on  platform  perhaps  was  exhibited  his 
greatest  talent.  All  of  his  deliverances  were  character¬ 
ized  by  the  ethical  note.  This  was  true  whether  he  were 
discussing  civic  questions  or  those  of  a  political  and 
racial  type.  In  his  methods,  as  an  evangelist,  which  role 
he  frequently  performed  both  as  pastor  and  as  field  man, 
assisting  his  brethren,  he  was  modem,  always  interpreting 
the  gospel  in  terms  of  its  ethical  content  and  meaning  for 
society.  His  spiritual  temper  and  interest  are  indicated 
in  the  title  of  his  published  book,  “Plantation  Melodies 
and  Spiritual  Songs**  and  in  his  own  words  taken  from 
the  preface  of  the  book  as  follows;  “What  the  Negro 
most  needs  at  this  time  is,  first,  soul-stimng  evangelism 
among  the  religious  leaders  of  the  race;  and  second,  on 
part  of  the  laity,  what  might  be  called  a  practical  work¬ 
able  religion  which  concerns  itself  less  about  heaven  and 
hell  and  more  about  this  present  life  and  how  to  make  it 
worthy.”  A  happier  blending  of  orthodox  faith  with 
ethical  and  spiritual  content  it  would  be  difficult  to  dis¬ 
cern. 

Such  a  man  was  the  Rev.  John  Nelson  Clark  Coggin. 
Much  of  his  peerless  power  of  conviction  and  persuasion 
as  a  preacher  and  orator  was  due  to  his  personal  mag¬ 
netism;  much  also  to  the  period  in  which  he  was  bora. 
It  was  a  time  when,  by  debate,  the  future  moral  course 
of  the  Union  was  being  determined.  It  was  in  1870,  the 
8th  day  of  May,  that  young  Coggin,  the  son  of  Daniel 
and  Vinie  Coggin,  first  saw  the  light  of  day,  in  Abl^ville, 
Miss.  As  early  as  ten  years  of  age  he  was  converted  and 
cast  his  lot  with  the  Providence  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  divine  gift  stirring  within  him,  at  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  gave  himself  to  the  work  of  the  Christian 
ministry,  being  licensed  as  an  exhorter  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Echols,  a  white  missionary  serving  as  presiding  elder  in 
the  State.  Under  Bishop  E.  G.  Andrews,  presiding  over 
its  sessions  in  1889,  he  was  admitted  to  membership  in 
the  Upper  Mississippi  Conference  at  Holly  Springs  and 
was  appointed  to  the  Holly  Springs  circuit.  During  his 
pastorate  of  four  years  here  he  erected  for  the  people 
his  first  new  church  building.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
succeeded  up  to  this  period  of  his  life  in  completing  his 
preparatory  education  in  the  public  schools  and  in  Rust 
University,  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

His  instinctive  urge  for  leadership  led  him  to  seek 
larger  preparation  for  his  life  career — the  ministry. 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary  beckoned;  he  responded. 
Promptly  he  was  transferred  to  Atlanta  Conference.  His 
youthful  enthusiasm,  Christian  zeal,  and  high  purpose 
gave  him  place  and  promise  in  this  new  field.  While 
pursuing  his  seminary  course,  he  resolved  to  pursue  his 
studies  in  college.  Matriculating  at  Clark  University, 
he  received  therefrmn  his  “A.B.”  degree  in  the  year  1899, 


also  winning  his  “B.D.”  degree  at  Gammon.  His  years, 
of  ministry  in  Atlanta  Conference  were  divided  among 
the  following  churches :  St.  Luke,  now  the  flourishing 
Centenary  Memorial,  four  years ;  Grantville,  two  and  one- 
half  years;  Grace,  Covington,  eight  years.  For  one  year 
he  served  as  field  secretary  for  the  Young  People’s  Chris¬ 
tian  and  Educational  Congress.  Health  reasons  forced 
his  retirement  from  this  position. 

In  1913,  Dr.  Coggin  was  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Temperance,  Prohibition,  and  Public  Morals  of  his 
church  as  field  secretary  for  colored  work,  the  first  man 
of  color  ever  designated  by  the  church  to  do  reform  work 
among  the  colored  people.  In  this  field  he  rendered  dis¬ 
tinguished  service  and  became  the  foremost  Negro  tem¬ 
perance  advocate  of  his  times.  He  served  in  this  office 
for  ten  consecutive  years,  and  by  travel,  correspondence, 
preaching,  lecturing,  and  writing  made  to  the  cause  of 
temperance,  prohibition,  and  public  morals  the  most  sub¬ 
stantial  contribution  by  v^ay  of  educating  and  heighten¬ 
ing  the  moral  sense  of  his  race  against  the  evils  of  strong 
drink  of  any  single  man  of  his  congregation,  and  perhaps 
of  all  time. 

He  gave  to  his  work  in  this  field  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional  and  race-wide  aspect.  Other  groups  heard  his  ap¬ 
peals  gladly,  proffering  co-operation  wherever  feasible. 
In  the  colleges  of  the  country  he  had  inaugurated  the 
Intercollegiate  Prohibition  and  Public  Morals  League. 
This  method  of  reaching  and  educating  the  youth  in  the 
evils  of  the  liquor  traffic  promised  the  largest  possible 
value  for  the  cause  of  temperance  had  lack  of  funds  for 
promotion  not  estopped  its  consummation.  As  field  sec¬ 
retary,  Dr.  Coggin  assembled  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  during 
‘his  tenure  of  office  the  first  and  only  nation-wide  Negro 
Conference  on  Prohibition  and  Law  Enforcement  ever  held  • 
in  America.  To  it  representatives  came  from  the  Federal^ 
Government,  from  leading  educational,  civic,  commercial, 
and  religious  institutions  and  organizations.  For  two 
days  leaders  in  church  and  state  discussed  the  problems 
of  law  and  order  as  related  to  every  phase  of  our  national 
life.  The  impact  of  the  conference  was  widespread  and 
permanent  as  a  constructive  moral  force  in  the  country. 

His  thirty-eight  years  of  public  ministry  found  its 
climax  in  the  pastorate.  For  this  type  of  service  his 
heart  always  warmly  yearned.  Not  until  he  returned  to 
the  pulpit  and  parish  was  his  satisfaction  complete.  Re¬ 
signing  his^  position  with  the  board,  on  request  of  Bishop 
L.  B.  Wilson,  Dr.  Coggin  was  transferred  by  Bishop 
Jones,  presiding,  from  Atlanta  to  New  York  Conference, 
in  December,  1926,  to  the  pastorate  of  Calvary  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  For  several  years  previously 
he  had  been  serving  this  congregation  in  advisory  ca¬ 
pacity.  The  year  immediately  preceding  his  transfer. 
Dr.  Coggin  had  set  up  and  organized  this  hitherto  inde¬ 
pendent  congregation  into  a  local  society  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  having  shown  unusual  admin¬ 
istrative  ability  and  tact  in  the  procedure.  When  the 
critical  situation  and  all  the  delicate  aspects  encoun¬ 
tered  and  handled  by  him  are  considered,  the  conviction 
is  borne  in  upon  us  that  a  masterful  hand  performed  the 
feat  of  giving  to  our  Methodism  its  third  great  metro¬ 
politan  church  in  the  heart  of  the  world’s  greatest  center 
— New  York — ^with  a  property  valuation  of  more  than 
$100,000,  and  a  congregation  with  as  fine  personnel  as 
is  to  be  found  among  Negroes  anywhere.  Called  thus 
to  this  church’s  pastorate  and  rendering  permanent  itj 
(Concluded  on  page  1026) 
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Contributed  Editorial 


The  Anti-Saloon  League  and  the  Future 

The  Biennial  National  Convention  of  the  Anti- 
Saloon  League  was  held  in  Washington,  December 
3  to  9.  A  strong  and  abounding  program  at¬ 
tracted  a  large  and  enthusiastic  attendance.  Many  of 
the  distinguished  leaders  in  the  church  and  state  life  of 
the  nation  were  present. 

The  reports  from  the  meeting  of  thfe  National  Board  of 
Directors  will  be  received  by  the  churches  with  mingled 
feehngs.  For  some  time  there  has  been  an  increasing 
insistence  that  more  emphasis  and  reliance  should  be 
placed  upon  educational  promotion  instead  of  upon  legis¬ 
lative  pressure.  It  has  been  argued  that  the  enforcement 
of  the  law  should  be  left  to  the  officials  who  are  account¬ 
able  for  their  responsibilities  and  that  renewed  effort 
should  be  made  to  develop  a  public  conscience  which  will 
produce  voluntary  observance  of  law. 

In  response  to  these  demands  a  new  department  of  edu¬ 
cation,  publicity  and  research  to  be  located  in  Washing¬ 
ton  has  been  created.  This  will  be  a  far-reaching  gain,  if 
it  is  supported  by  a  sympathetic  Board  of  Directors. 

In  that  “if”  is  immense  significance.  It  is  obvious  the 
Church  is  not  always  happy  in  those  who  claim  to  repre¬ 
sent  it  in  moral  reform.  At  times  they  show  slight  respect 
for  the  convictions  of  the  pastors  and  prominent  laity 
of  the  churches.  They  are  pontifical  toward  the  views 
of  the  leaders  of  other  temperance  organizations.  They 
acknowledge  no  mistakes  of  policy  even  when  these  are 
quite  apparent  almost  everybody  else.  They  resent 
any  effort  to  influence  their  franchise  by  the  very  methods 
they  themselves  have  devised  to  influence  the  franchise  of 
legislators. 

Some  of  the  workers  within  the  ranks  of  the  Anti- 
Saloon  League  who  deserve  gratitude  for  their  part  in  the 
passage  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  have  been  unable 
to  adjust  themselves  to  the  new  conditions  and  their  pres¬ 
ent  usefulness,  accordingly,  has  suffered  a  vast  decrease. 
Some  of  the  most  trusted  leaders  of  the  Church  continue 
to  participate  in  the  affairs  of  the  League,  but  many  men 
of  intelligence  and  sensitiveness  have  grown  wearv  of  the 
struggle  and  have  withdrawn,  leaving  too  few  to  whom  the 
churches  trust  important  responsibilities  to  be  their  rep¬ 
resentatives  in  the  direction  of  moral  reform. 

Some  of  the  dissatisfaction  is  due  to  the  autocratic 
organization  of  the  Anti-Saloon  League.  The  General 
Superintendent  nominates  the  State  Superintendents, 
through  whom  he  can  largely  dominate  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  which  is  the  chief  controlling  body  of  the  League. 
This  intolerable  situation  would  be  relieved  if  the  churches 
would  take  pains  to  see  that  when  changes  are  made  in  the 
State  Superintendents,  worthy  men  are  chosen  who  can 
voice  their  moral  conviction. 

The  director  of  the  new  Department  of  Education, 
Publicity  and  Research  is  Dr.  Erkest  H.  Cherrinoton. 
His  intelligence,  integrity  and  ability  have  made  him  the 
acknowledged  leader  of  the  temperance  forces  of  America 
and  of  the  world.  The  reports  and  the  audits  that  issue 
from  his  office  are  models  that  should  be  imitated.  The 
other  temperance  organizations  are  willing  to  accredit 
him  as  their  spokesman.  Many  of  the  delegates  to  the 
Anti-Saloon  League  Convention — ^a  number  within  a  few 
votes  of  a  majority — ^voted  for  a  much  more  thorough¬ 
going  embodiment  of  the  educational  policies  and  methods 


of  Dr.  Cherrington  than  the  convention  adopted.  So  long 
as  leaders  like  Dr.  Cherrington  can  be  retained  the  Anti- 
Saloon  League  will  continue  to  be  recognized  as  the  instru-  ‘ 
ment  of  the  churches  in  their  responsibility  for  moral 
progress. 

The  Price  of  Leadership 

ONE  of  the  advertising  journals  told  the  story,  not 
long  ago,  of  the  collapse  of  a  well-established 
manufacturing  concern  along  the  Atlantic  sea¬ 
board.  For  many  years  this  concern  had  made  a  very 
good  product  which  had  enjoyed  a  steady  sale.  Calling 
in  several  efficiency  experts,  they  were  advised  to  enlarge 
and  strengthen  the  sales  force  of  the  organization.  They 
were  told  that  more  drive  and  “pep”  and  pressure  were 
needed  to  increase  the  sales. 

So  the  major  part  of  the  attention  and  energies  of 
the  concern  were  put  on  promoting  sales.  All  the  devices 
of  the  modem  high-pressure  salesmanship  were  used  with 
large  results.  But  during  this  time  the  product  was  left 
largely  to  take  care  of  itself,  with  the  natural  result  that, 
receiving  little  concern  or  attention,  it  rapidly  deterio¬ 
rated. 

Then  the  company  was  in  the  ironical  position  of  hav- 
ing  a  perfectly  wonderful  selling  force  and  nothing  much 
to  sell.  It  had  become  a  great  company  of  promoters 
with  not  very  much  to  promote. 

That  is  the  liability  of  every  organization,  particularly 
every  organization  (dealing  with  ideas  and  organized  for 
some  ideal  purpose.  It  is  peculiarly  the  liability  of  a 
Christian  Church.  There  is  great  point  and  pertinence  to 
the  question  which  many  are  asking  these  days.  Shall 
Methodism  become  a  great  company  of  promoters  without 
very  much  to  promote?  Will  it  increase  its  material 
equipment  and  organization  and  lose  the  power  and  grip 
of  a  great  message  ?  That  would  be  an  ironical  result,  for 
it  is  the  message,  the  way  in  which  it  can  interpret  the 
Christian  gospel  in  a  manner  to  grip  the  age,  which  is 
the  only  excuse  for  the  Church’s  being. 

That  question  will  be  largely  answered  by  the  strength  * 
which  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  gives  to  its  theo¬ 
logical  seminaries  and  by  the  provision  which  it  makes 
for  them.  If  it  'is  to  have  leadership  in  the  future  it 
must  pay  the  price  involved  in  the  preparation  and  growth 
of  preachers  adequate  to  meet  the  severe  demands  which 
this  day  lays  upon  Christian  preachers. 

Sharp  point  is  given  to  this  truth  in  these  days  in  the 
campaign  of  Drew  Theological  Seminary  for  two  million 
dollars  for  needed  endowment  and  equipment.  This  cam¬ 
paign  will  soon  come  to  a  close.  It  should  come  to  a 
highly  successful  close.  Three  fourths  of  this  amount  is 
asked  for  endowment.  A  great  majority  of  it  will  go 
directly  into  teaching,  into  the  business  of  surpassing 
importance — of  bringing  young  men  under  the  contagion 
and  molding  influence  of  great  teachers,  such  as  Drew  has 
had  in  the  past  and  has  in  the  present  in  several  notable 
instances.  Drew  and  the  other  theological  seminaries  of 
Methodism  deserve  the  ungrudging  and  strategic  support 
of  the  Church  at  large.  These  germinal  institutions  must 
not  be  treated  as  a  step-child  unless  the  Church  wishes  to 
jeopardize  its  future.  They  must  not  be  the  last  to  be 
thought  of,  for  they  are  among  the  very  first  to  be  looked 
to  for  hope  for  the  Christianity  of  the  future.  L. 


Where  Main  St^et  Ends 

By  Lewis  Thurber  Guild 

Author  of  "Hard  Faeti  and  Easy  Money” 

District  Superintendent  Los  Angeles  District,  Southern  California  Conference 


A  RTHUR  CHAPMAN  sings  beautifully,  “Out  Where 
the  West  Begins” ;  I  write  concerning  “Out  Where 
^  ^the  West  Ends,”  and  I  write  with  some  embarrass¬ 
ment,  for  folks  in  our  Golden  States  are  sensitive.  An 
obsdure  “colyumist”  said  the  other  day,  “Did  you  feel 
the  earthquake  yesterday,  or  do  you  belong  to  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce?” 

Cities  have  personality.  Was  not  Rome  the  eternal; 
Jerusalem  the  holy?  VanDyke  says: 

“Oh,  London  is  a  man’s  town,  with  power  in  the  air. 

And  Paris  is  a  woman’s  town,  with  flowers  in  her  hair.” 

I  could  characterize  San  Francisco,  or  even  Boston, 
“where  the  sacred  cod  flsh  dangles,”  but  I  fear  that  the 
editor  would  not  appreciate  the  quality  of  my  rhyme  if 
I  undertook  to  fill  out  the  next  line  with  the  cognomen 
of  my  own  city.  Nevertheiless,  I  am  convinced  that  the 
historic  calf  path  which  Sam  Walter  Foss  traces  lyrically 
through  Boston  has  ambled  and  wobbled  its  way  across 
the  continent  until  its  terminus  is  by  the  waters  of  the 
great  ocean.  The  trek  of  the  pioneers  has  developed  into 
a  Main  Street  sprawled  over  many  leagues  and  climaxing 
in  our  city  of  the  angels,  which  we  are  confident  is  des¬ 
tined  to  enact  the  r61e  to  the  Pacific  world  which  Car¬ 
thage  or  Rome  did  to  the  Mediterranean. 

The  smug  mediocrity  pilloried  under  the  title  of  Main 
Street,  and  the  faults  of  our  people  therein  displayed, 
shows  a  condition  which  is  the  natural  offspring  of  that 
fiertie  democracy  of  the  colonies  and  the  early  republic 
which  rioted  in  joy  over  the  discovery  that  men  could 
rule  themselves,  a  democracy  as  fierce  as  is  Russia’s  com¬ 
munism.  In  politics  it  is  bitterly  partisan  over  inconse¬ 
quential  things — still  vociferating  about  “rights”  and  for¬ 
getting  duties. 

Standardized  Minds 

The  Main-Street  mind  is  the  creation  of  our  democ¬ 
racy  wherein  the  acquisition  of  wealth  or  becoming  promi¬ 
nent  are  the  standards  of  succesjs.  For  generations  we 


have  had  a  leveling  down,  a  standardization  which  cuts 
men  of  tall  stature  off  from  public  leadership  and  lays 
a  premium  upon  the  “average  man,”  “the  man  in  the 
street,”  etc.  And  the  examinations  in  the  American  army 
reveal  the  fact  that  he  is  of  the  mentality  of  fourteen 
years.  Gradually  we  have  devel(^>edBAhe  chain  stores, 
department  stores,  chain  banking,  two  great  corporations 
control  the  motion  picture  industry,  now  receiving  a  trib-* 
ute  of  even  several  dollars  for  a  ticket  and  performing 
with  deadly  accuracy  its  continent-wide  work  of  s’tandard- 
izing  and  demoralizing  the  national  mentality.  Women 
shorten  their  gowns  to  the  knees,  and  the  wardrobe  for  a 
journey  around  the  world  can  be  put  into  a  small  bag — 
and  baggage  companies  go  into  bankruptcy.  The  in¬ 
vention  of  rayon  is  declared  to  imperil  international  re¬ 
lations  and  may  possibly  produce  a  war  because  of  the 
economic  changes  of  the  Japanese  silk  grower. 

Main  Street  is  not  confined  to  Sauk  Center,  Minn. ; 
it  has  cultniqated  in  great  cities  to  the  injury  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  To-day  fifty-two  per  cent  of  our  people  live  in  the 
cities.  In  the  old-time  rural  neighborhoods  imaginative 
folk  and  substantial  citizens  worked  together  for  im¬ 
provements,  and  everybody  was  aroused  to  interest  and 
effort.  The  boy  on  the  farm  developed  initiative;  he 
must  hew  out  a  ploughbeam  if  one  was  broken  and  plan 
his  day’s  work.  In  our  Babbitized  towns  and  cities  we 
must  even  hire  someone  to  teach  the  children  how  to  play, 
and  the  baseball  game,  once  the  supreme  delight  of  the 
community,  has  become  a  standardized  business,  gambled 
upon,  intrigued  about,  wherein  we  hire  men  to  amuse  us. 

The  Religious  Product  of  Main  Street 

The  religious  product  of  Main  Street  is  even  more 
in  evidence.  In  the  village  the  denominational  by-product 
was  greater  than  the  direct  results.  Everybody  went  to 
church ;  the  crystallized  ancestral  traditions  and  petrified 
creeds  which  had  been  brought  from  varied  old  world 
sources  were  held  with  a  tenacious  loyalty  in  feuds  sur¬ 
passing  that  of  Montague  and  Capulet — although  their 
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relevancy  had  long  ago  disappeared.  A  half-dozen  intense 
conventicles,  anyone  of  them  fulfilling  Browning’s  picture 
of  the  dissenter’s  chapel  on  “Christmas  Eve,”  would  be 
found  in  a  village  of  as  many  hundreds  of  inhabitants. 
Each  winter  every  one  held  a  “revival”;  sinners  were 
warned  with  ardor  and  anxiety,  for  these  people  believed. 
Theological  duels  over  baptism  and  the  theological  puz¬ 
zles  bequeathed  from  the  attempt  to  creedalize  the  world 
condition  created  by  the  fall  of  Rome,  were  waged  with 
thunderous  eloquence.  The  jangling  church  bells  each 
stirred  a  primitive  emotion,  being  connected  with  ances¬ 
tral  loyalty  to  a  particular  creed.  At  the  Jordan  fords 
to  the  promised  land  of  church  fellowship  stood  a 
doughty  gladiator  demanding  that  the  fugitive  from  the 
wrath  to  come  should  “say  now  shibboleth,”  and  if  he 
failed  in  accent  or  included  a  syllable  too  much  “he  ran 
him  through.”  Our  Nordic  individualism  was  developed 
to  the  nth  degree  by  our  staunch  Protestantism. 

Modern  Substitutes 
for  the  Church 

Fraternities  offer  ■ 
the  way  out  of  his  per¬ 
plexities  to  many  a 
man,  and  the  so-called 
“Service  Clubs”  offer 
a  vent  for  enthusiasm 
and  even  an  emotion- 
alism  which  ap¬ 
proached  the  religious 
enthusiasm  of  the 
petty  conventicles 
whose  fellowships'' he-- 
felt  the  need  of.  In 
Lions,  Eliwanis,  Elks, 

Moose,  and  all  the 
others  he  could  herd  with  comrade  spirits.  One  enthusi¬ 
astic  speaker  declared,  “Jesus  was  the  first  Rotarian.” 
After  singing  “Little  01’  Liza  Jane”  or  some  other  gem, 
they  switch  on  to  a  verse  of  “My  Country”  and  salute  the 
flag.  No  organization  can  be  perpetuated  unless  it  does 
good;  so  these  clubs  are  found  helping  newsboys,  estab¬ 
lishing  orphans’  homes,  and  feeding  the  poor  at  Christ¬ 
mas.  Highly  commendable,  but  not  yet  a  substitute  for 
real  Christianity. 

This  boastfulness  of  which  rival  towns  and  some  en¬ 
vious  souls  from  the  East  accuse  us  is  only  the  exuberance 
of  a  growing  town ;  our  political  storms  in  which  we  recall 
mayors  and  councilmen,  occasionally  sending  one  to  jail, 
and  spring  scandals  as  political  arguments  are  the  grow- 
ing  pains  of  a  city  confessedly  the  terminus  of  Main 
Street,  which  is  an  aggregation  of  villages  with  the  Main- 
Street  mind. 

Mid-West  Main  Streets  Lead  to  Los  Angeles 

The  divisions  of  the  Mid-West  Main  Street  inhibited 
development  of  community  ideals  and  purposes.  Who¬ 
ever  would  build  chose  his  own  plans,  and  nobody  could 
gainsay  him.  Ugly  buildings  abounded,  hideous  architec¬ 
ture  was  to  be  expected;  there  were  church  buildings 
which  were  a  nightmare,  even  after  the  village  reached 
city  proportions;  art  centers  were  unknown. 

Now  in  our  town  all  these  wretched  characteristics 
of  Main  Street  naturally  came  in  with  the  people;  they 
brought  them.  All  the  denominational  rivalry,  the  indi¬ 
vidualism,  and  the  pressure  for  standardization.  The  re¬ 


sult  is,  to  say  the  least,  romantic.  The  great  influx  of 
people  resulted  in  the  laying  out  of  many  square  miles 
of  subdivisions,  and  the  subdivider  would  run  streets  as 
he  pleased,  regardless  of  future  problems  of  transportation 
or  disposal  of  sewage.  Last  year  we  expended  $22,782,- 
000  trying  to  widen  streets,  put  in  sewers,  and  rectify  ' 
failures. 

We  are  widening  streets  and  erecting  great  civic  build¬ 
ings,  and  if  this  “End  of  Main  Street”  might  be  stripped 
stark  and  its  spiritual  realities  be  revealed,  then  would 
appear  the  full  development  of  oui'  faults,  scarcely  ob¬ 
served  yet  certainly  inherent  in  the  germinal  group. 

Hollywood  Poison 

The  greed  for  money,  aggravated  by  the  constant 
poisoning  of  the  imagination  by  the  motion  picture  “he¬ 
roes”  and  “heroines”  brings  a  revival  of  paganism  not 
chargeable  to  the  several  costly  Buddhist  temples  in  our 

town.  The  bishop  of 
our  Conference  was  in 
my  office  in  serious 
conference,  when  a  rap 
on  the  door  broke  in 
and  a  voice  said, 
“Look  out  of  the  win¬ 
dow.”  We  had  heard, 
without  being  con¬ 
scious,  the  passing  of 
a  brass  band;  we 
looked.  Several  auto¬ 
mobiles  passed,  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  band,  each 
auto  bearing  a  banner 
and  occupied  by  sev¬ 
eral  women  covered 
only  by  a  scant  bath¬ 
ing  suit.  As  they  passed  along  the  street  they  kept  their 
bodies  swaying  to  the  rhythm  of  the  music,  with  swinging 
gestures  to  the  men  on  the  streets.  They  were  advertising 
a  certain  dance  hall.  I  doubt  if  Connth  or  Babylon  ever 
tolerated  a  thing  like  that.  And  our  city  issues  a  parade 
permit  to  it! 

The  ancient  home,  even  in  pagan  lands,  was  a  place 
of  worship,  and  children  were  desired  supremely.  Now 
our  “families”  are  hived  like  cliff-dwellers  in  lofty  build¬ 
ings  piled  cell  upon  cell.  A  “new  morality”  of  the  family 
is  preached,  while  the  constant  impact  of  exploded  mar¬ 
riages  from  Hollywood  and  other  sources  is  a  growing 
menace  to  the  ancient  unit  of  civilization,  the  family. 
Instead  of  any  vital  religion,  the  modem  cult  of  the 
city  calls  youth  from  the  co^ntry  like  a  Moloch,  to  con¬ 
sume  them. 

The  Moral  Slump 

The  prevailing  luxury  unsettles  time-honored  stand¬ 
ards.  Necessities  are  determined  by  what  yoifr  neighbors 
have.  Result :  the  most  astounding  financial  adventures. 
The  Julian  Oil  Corporation,  favored  and  indorsed  by  our 
magnates  and  financiers,  is  now  discovered  to  have  issued 
more  than  5,000,000  shares  of  bogus  stock — at  one  time 
it  was  selling  at  $30.  Fifty-five  leading  financiers  are 
under  arrest  for  usury  in  connection  with  this,  with  a* 
dozen  or  more  indictments  by  the  grand  jury.  The  list 
includes  a  bank  president,  vice-presidents,  merchants, 
leaders  in  fraternal  life,  etc.  The  Rhine  barons  of  an¬ 
cient  days  were  gentlemen  as  compared  with  these  looters. 
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More  than  $100,000,000  has  disappeared,  much  of  it 
from  the  savings  of  those  who  can  ill  afford  the  loss. 

Our  church  life  is  peculiar,  for  we  reap  what  others 
sowed.  Denominational  rivalry  was  naturally  trans¬ 
planted;  we  have  that  well  curbed  under  the  personal 
efforts  of  the  superintendents  of  the  various  leading  de¬ 
nominations.  Economic  forces  are  changing  the  entire  re¬ 
ligious  situation.  Small  churches  on  side  streets  cannot 
interest  nor  hold  the  public  interest ;  youth  must  be  min¬ 
istered  to  in  body,  mind,  social  needs,  and  the  church  can 
no  longer  ignore  the  necessity  of  a  modern  interpretation 
of  the  great  facts  of  its  faith,  therefore  educational  plants 
and  directors.  This  sounds  the  death  knell  of  the  small 
church  and  forces  the  development  of  the  larger. 

Reaping  What  Has  Been  Sown  in  Church  Life 

The  transplanting  of  so  many  people  from  their  settled 
group  environment  into  new  surroundings  results  in  two 
phenomena.  Those  to  whom  religion  is  chiefly  a  settled 
tradition  show  an  atavism  which  results  in  many  strange 
little  conventicles,  often  under  grotesque  names  and  with 
pitiful  literal  interpretations  verging  upon  superstition. 
Multitudes  who  come  to  the  coast  are  in  declining  health, 
or  their  vitality  diminished  by  age.  Bootleg  religionists, 
laying  emphasis  upon  the  traditional  teachings  of  Prot¬ 
estantism,  always  fundamentalists,  add  to  this  some  form 
of  faith  healing  and  miracle  working,  and  these  lonely  and 
spiritually  homesick  souls,  hoping  for  some  cure-all,  swarm 
after  them  under  the  false  impression  that  they  are  main¬ 
taining  “the  old-time  religion.”  These  good,  but  misled 
people,  become  so  fanatical  that  even  the  immorality  and 
open  exploitation  of  them  by  their  prophet  does  not  shake 
their  pathetic  devotion. 

The  combination  of  real  estate  speculation  and  re¬ 
ligious  fanaticism  reaches  its  climax  here.  I  have  in  my 
possession  an  advertisement  generally  circulated,  contain¬ 
ing  passages  of  Scripture  usually  quoted  by  the  pre-mil- 
lennialists,  and  anouncing  that  the  chief  of  a  certain  re¬ 
ligious  sect  “is  now  stationed  in  Jerusalem  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  being  in  contact  with  developments  as  they  occur. 
.  .  .  Property  can  be  purchased  as  low  as  $400  per  quar¬ 
ter  acre ;  ten  minutes’  walk  from  the  postoffice,  and  within 
ten  minutes  from  the  railway  station  and  the  business  cen¬ 
ter  of  Jerusalem.  This  property  is  to  be  sold  to  Christian 
Americans  who  desire  to  make  “Jerusalem  their  chief 
joy,”  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

Jesus  is  coming;  grab  your  lots! 

The  other  phenomenon  is  the  appalling  munber  of  lap- 
sations  among  professed  Christians  who  come  to  us.  The 
^  secretary  of  the  Los  Angeles  City  Federation  pf  Churches 
estimates  that  there  are  between  100,000  and  150,000 
Methodists  in  this  city  unconnected  with  the  churches — 
while  about  20,000  are  thus  connected !  Other  denomina¬ 
tions  proportionately.  The  work  of  reaching  and  pro¬ 
viding  for  them  is  made  more  difficult  by  the  high  develop¬ 
ment  of  real  estate  subdividing  which  has  reached  the  fine 
art  of  placing  residence  restrictions  upon  entire  subdi¬ 
visions  which  prevent  the  erection  of  churches  upon  thou¬ 
sands  of  acres  of  Los  Angeles  city  property  for  as  much 
as  fifty  years !  Churches  must  buy  the  high-priced  busi¬ 
ness  property  or  not  build.  It  is  a  crime  against  the  child¬ 
hood  of  the  future. 

The  Hopeful  Side 

There  is  much  that  is  hopeful,  despite  these  conditions. 
We  have  learned  that  Christianity  is  not  a  creed,  an  or¬ 


ganization,  or  a  book;  it  is  the  personality  of  Jesus  in¬ 
fluencing  the  world  through  those  that  love  Him.  The 
thing  which  counts  is  not  the  creed,  the  ritual,  the  phys¬ 
ical  rites,  but  love  for  Him ;  loyalty  to  Him.  Every  one 
of  these  pitiful  disconnected,  atavistic  little  conventicles ; 
every  church  of  whatever  name  or  confession,  has  in  it 
those  who  love  Him  and  are  loyal  to  Him.  Our  task  is  to 
extend  the  personal  influence  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  is 
not  an  impossibility. .  Each  group  in  its  own  way,  every 
soul  in  his  own  way,  but  co-operating  and  persisting,  will 
tell.  There  is  a  divine  madness  such  as  that  possessing 
the  early  Christians  who  “counted  not  life  dear  unto  them¬ 
selves”  which  may  fall  upon  us ;  it  will  break  through  the 
Babbittism,  find  its  way  unerringly  through  the  fog  and 
spiritual  confusion  of  this  day  and  time.  No  Christians 
ever  confronted  greater  difficulties;  but  we  have  a  great 
Lord,  who  is  able  to  take  the  city ! 

The  imitation  of  Christ  will  bring  the  reproduction  of 
Christ.  Even  yet  “he  taketh  to  himself  a  body,”  and 
thus  creates  the  church. 

“Main  Street”  is  a  term  of  reproach ;  it  is  unpalatable, 
for  it  conveys  too  much  truth  to  please  us,  despite  its 
origin.  But  the  very  mediocrity  of  it,  the  commonness  of 
its  people  may  encourage  us.  “The  common  people  heard 
him  gladly.”  I  doubt  not  the  heaviest  burden  He  bore 
was  the  smugness,  the  self-contentedness,  the  mediocrity 
of  those  to  whom  He  ministered  all  the  time.  It  is  ours 
to  identify  ourselves  with  Him;  with  His  purpose;  His 
work ;  to  kindle  into  a  burning  enthusiasm  because  of  One 
who  walks  with  us  by  the  way,  and  “one  loving  heart  sets 
another  on  fire.”  We  will  tread  its  dreary,  sodden  pave¬ 
ments  as  Abraham  trod  the  desert  with  eyes  fixed  upon 
the  city  which  hath  foundations  until  we  transform  Main 
Street  into  the  city  of  God;  until  at  least  for  us  it  cul-  ^ 
minates  at  the  walls  of  Jasper  and  gates  of  pearl. 

A  Great  Preacher 

WE  HAVE  never  seen  him  nor  heard  him,  but  we 
have  seen  his  picture.  It  hangs  on  the  wall  of 
the  house  of  the  interpreter. 

“It  is  the  picture  of  a  very  grave  person ;  he  has 
eyes  lifted  up  to  heaven,  the  best  of  books  are  in  his 
hand,  the  law  of  truth  is  written  upon  his  lips,  the  world 
is  behind  his  back,  he  stands  as  if  he  pleads  with  men, 
and  a  crown  of  gold  hangs  over  his  head.”  Bunyan 
says:  “The  man  whose  picture  this  is,  is  one  out  of  a 
thousand.” 

Picture  him  tr3ring  to  be  a  “regular  fellow.”  Oh, 
no,  he  has  graver  business. 

“His  eyes  are  lifted  up  to  heaven.”  The  streets  of 
gold  and  gates  of  pearl,  thank  God,  are  ideals,  not  cash. 

“The  best  of  books  are  in  his  hand” — not  the  victim 
of  the  latest  book,  but  a  lover  of  the  best  books. 

“The  law  of  truth  is  written  upon  his  lips.”  There 
will  be  no  “shading”  for  the  sake  of  the  church  budget 
when  he  speaks. 

“He  pleads  with  men.”  He  doesn’t  discuss.  He 
pleads. 

“A  crown  of  gold  hangs  over  his  head.”  His  re¬ 
wards  are  with  God. 

“We  are  willing  to  admit  with  Bunyan  that  this 
preacher  is  one  in  a  thousand.  How  we  would  like  to 
hear  him  preach!  We  have  the  feeling  we  would  go 
again — even  Sunday  night. — C.  D.  Marston. 
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What  Shall  We  Do  With  Bishops? 

By  John  E.  Charlton 

Paator  Morrow  Memorial  Methodiet  Episcopal  Chareh,  Maplewood,  New  Jersey 


There  is  unrest  in  the  church.  There  always  has 
been.  Unrest  is  not  undesirable.  Activity  is  al¬ 
ways  better  for  us  than  passivity,  but  it  is  best  to 
be  sure  we  are  right  before  we  make  drastic  changes. 

Apparently  the  episcopacy  is  not  satisfactory  as  it 
now  stands.  Many  of  us  believe  that  some  changes  are 
necessary.  The  question  is  what  they  shall  be.  In  the  last 
fifty  years  the  authority  and  possibly  the  influence  of  the 
bishops  have  been  greatly  restricted.  Asbury  would  not 
enjoy  being  a  bishop  under  present  conditions.  Autoc¬ 
racy  has  no  place  with  us,  and  we  have  shown  that  we  do 
not  intend  to  have  it.  That  a  bishop  may  be  arbitrary, 
is  possible,  may  even  show  what  a  mistake  has  been  mad6 
in  his  election  by  “lording  it”  over  his  brethren  or  by 
desiring  to  be  called  “Bishop”  even  by  his  intimates. 
Somf  of  our  friends  seem  inclined  to  think  that  a  return 
to  Wesley’s  name  of  “general  superintendent”  might  be 
salutary.  To  any  such  that  may  at  a  time  slip  into  the 
episcopacy,  we  would  recommend  Weymouth’s  translation 
of  Titus  7.  7-9  with  special  emphasis  on  the  second  qualifl- 
cation  in  verse  7,  “not  self-willed”  Also  Jesus’  admoni¬ 
tion  in  Matt.  20.  25-28,  “Whoever  desires  to  be  great 
among  you  shall  be  your  seiwant.” 

The  power  of  the  episcopal  office  is  great — ^it  is  a  good 
deal  to  entrust  to  any  man,  and  it  should  be  accepted  as 
a  trust.  To  receive  it  in  any  other  way  should  at  once 
r  disqualify  a  man  to  hold  it.  By  a  word  or  even  a  shrug 
•  of  the  shoulders  a  bishop  may  do  great  harm  not  only 
to  a  minister’s  opportunity  to  win  his  way,  but  the  bishop 
may  also  prevent  the  proper  solution  of  an  important  sit¬ 
uation.  Likewise  the  chances  of  many  a  man  have  been 
“damned  by  faint  praise.”  To  have  all  bishops  perfect, 
with  no  petty  preferences  or  sorry  prejudices,  is  asking 
too  much;  nevertheless  it  is  not  asking  too  much  to  de¬ 
mand  fair  dealing  and  the  reduction  to  the  minimum  of 
favoritism  rather  than  ability  to  accomplish  in  the  choice 
of  men  for  stations,  whatever  they  may  be. 

Of  course,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  all  failures 
in  the  working  of  the  episcopacy  are  not  to  be  charged 
to  preference  or  prejudice.  A  good  many  are  the  result 
of  bad  judgment.  The  second  guess  is  always  the  easy 
one  unless  you  can  have  a  third  or  fourth.  “What  should 
have  been  done”  takes  less  ability  than  “What  is  to  be 
done?”  At  the  same  time  continued  poor  judgment  ought 
to  be  considered  fatal  to  continuance  in  the  general  su¬ 
perintendency,  as  it  should  be  in  any  other  office  in  the 
ministry.  If  the  clergy  and  laity  wish  the  bishops  to  re¬ 
member  that  they  are  dealing  with  human  units  when  deal¬ 
ing  with  us,  we  must  likewise  remember  that  we  are  deal¬ 
ing  with  human  units- in  the  episcopacy.  Strange  as  it 
may  seem,  a  bishop  is  still  a  fallible  man  when  all  is  said 
and  done.  It  is  human  to  err — but  none  of  us  can  err 
too  much  and  expect  to  keep  the  respect  due  to  the  po¬ 
sition  in  which  we  err.  To  repeat  the  same  error  too 
often  is  fatal.  This  matter  of  error  in  administration 
appears  to  have  its  place  in  the  present  unrest  quite  as 
much  as  the  out-croppings  of  autocracy  or  favoritism, 
and  adds  to  the  clamor '  about  general  inefficiency. 

But  while  we  recognize  these  conditions  and  admit  that 


churches  and  clergy  have  suffered  altogether  too  much  by 
these  failings,  we  must  not  forget  the  other  side  of  the 
picture.  It  is  certainly  not  too  much  to  say  that  in  very 
many  cases  both  churches  and  ministers  have  been  saved 
by  the  bishops  from  disastrous  or  even  fatal  circum¬ 
stances.  All  in  all,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  good  of 
the  episcopal  administration  has  far  outweighed  the  bad. 
It  is  like  the  old  story  of  the  news — the  unusual  is  remem¬ 
bered  and  told,  the  usual  is  either  forgotten  or  so  com¬ 
monplace  that  it  is  not  told.  No  man  or  church  boasts 
that  they  would  have  been  on  the  rocks  save  for  episco¬ 
pal  interference,  but  we  talk  loud  and  long  of  our  suffer¬ 
ings  at  the  hands  of  the  bishops. 

“Smoothing  Off”  Irritating  Edges  of  the 
Episcopacy 

To  say  that  our  system  has  not  worked  perfectly  is 
■far  from  saying  that  it  has  not  worked  well.  Indeed,  the 
remarkable  growth  and  accomplishment  of  our  church  in 
the  last  century  makes  it  clear  that  the  results  have  not 
come  in  spite  of  our  methods,  but  because  of  them.  So 
far  as  I  know,  no  one  is  demanding  the  abolishment  of 
the  episcopacy.  The  aim  is  to  increase  its.  efficiency  and 
to  smooth  off  the  irritating  edges.  Some  changes  may 
be  desirable,  but  let  us  make  them  only  after  careful  in¬ 
vestigation,  and  let  us  face  the  entire  question  fairly. 

That  the  General  Conference  can  change  or  do  away 
with  the  episcopacy,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  No  General 
Conference,  be  it  the  first,  twenty-flrst,  or  flfty-first,  can 
lay  down  immutable  law.  What  one  General  Conference 
can  do,  another  General  Conference  can  undo,  so  far  as 
law  is  concerned.  The  church  can  surely  change  any 
laws,  restrictive  or  otherwise,  by  due  process.  The  chief 
question  is  what  changes  will  give  us  the  desired  result. 

There  seems  to  be  a  widespread  demand  for  a  limited 
term  with  possible  re-election.  The  argument  that  this 
pertains  to  other  offices  in  the  church  is  a  poor  one.  Uni¬ 
formity  in  method  is  only  admissible  when  it  is  shown  to 
be  best.  If  it  is  best  to  elect  bishops  for  a  term  of  eight 
years,  then  it  is  best,  no  matter  what  others  are  elected 
or  for  what  terms. 

A  Limited  Term  for  Bishops 

To  increase  elections  in  the  General  Conference  and 
so  to  multiply  political  activity  is  a  consideration. 
Standing  alone,  it  would  not  be  insuperable,  but  it  may 
well  be  considered.  If  a  good  organization  rather  than 
personal  fitness  elects  some  bishops,  perhaps  that  is  the 
cause  of  our  unrest.  If  the  coast  must  have  one  elected, 
and  the  Mid-West  and  the  East — ^irrespective  of  the  suit¬ 
ability  of  the  candidates — ^perhaps  that  is  the  cause  of  un¬ 
rest.  It  is  not  a  new  cry,  but  it  is  one  that  may  well  re¬ 
ceive  more  consideration  that  any  area  which  seeks  the 
election  of  a  bishop  should  be  ready  to  accept  him  for  their 
own  area  and,  as  I  think,  with  no  time  limit  to  move  him 
if  he  is  undesirable. 

Moreover,  it  is  a  grave  question  if  the  eight-year  term 
will  work  the  desired  result.  We  have  limited  the  bishops 
to  eight  years  on  an  area,  and  now  when  the  time  comes 


1022 


THE  SOUTHWESTERN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  December  29,  1927 


for  the  change  in  several  areas,  the  matter  is  impossible  of 
adjustment  unless  some  bishops  are  lifted  after  four  years 
or  smne  are  given  extension  of  time.  With  the  district 
superintendency  the  case  is  possible  because  they  can  move 
into  the  pastorate,  but  with  the  bishop  there  is  only  an¬ 
other  area,  and  we  have  but  forty-five  of  them.  Can  we 
be  sure  that  the  election  plan  would  give  a  better  result 
in  its  field?  Again  and  again  we  hear  c(miplaints  from  an 
area  and  the  declaration  that  they  will  have  a  different 
bishop  after  another  General  Conference.  Then  just  be¬ 
fore  General  Conference  we  read  that  Annual  Conference 
after  Annual  Conference  in  that  area  have  enthusiastically 
voted  to  request  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  to  return 
their  bishop. 

Putting  a  Premium  on  Political  Organization 

Another  thing  to  be  considered  is  that  the  man  with  the 
best  organization  will  always  be  at  the  front.  Because 
a  man  seeks  to  be  a  bishop  or  has  the  ability  to  get  his 
friends  working  is  not  always  a  sign  that  he  ought  to  be 
elected.  As  I  have  hinted  before,  this  type  is  the  cause 
of  much  of  the  failure  of  the  episcopacy.  It  is  fair  to 
judge  that  at  least  we  should  have  as  much  of  this  kind 
of  politics  in  the  re-election  plan  as  we  have  in  the  present 
elections,  and  it  is  not  a  thing  to  be  proud  of. 

There  is  also  the  consideration  of  the  dignity  of  the 
office.  By  this  I  do  not  mean  the  starch  or  the  aloofness 
that  some  bishops  may  show.  But  I  do  mean  that  the 
office  must  be  magnified  by  a  certain  authority  which  comes 
only  by  a  reasonable  freedom  in  administration  and  an 
expectation  of  continuance  of  service.  The  question  of  re- 
election  facing  a  bishop  once  in  eight  years  may  have  such 
an  effect  in  keeping  him  humble  as  to  be  humiliating  on 
the  one  hand  and  to  be  just  the  pressure  to  make  him  time 
serving  on  the  other  hand — depending  on  the  kind  of  man. 

As  the  office  now  stands,  we  are  not  likely  to  attract 
many  of  our  best  men  to  it.  The  last  General  Conference 
saw  more  men  declining  to  stand  for  election  than  ever 
before.  This  has  a  heartening  aspect,  for  the  highest 
and  most  important  office  in  the  church  is  that  of  pastor, 
and  this  idea  needs  emphasis  if  the  church  is  to  succeed. 
When  the  trend  of  the  ministry  is  to  the  pastorate  and 
away  from  other  offices  in  the  church,  we  may  be  hopeful. 
But  when  this  is  considered,  we  must  not  fail  to  note  that 
efficient  leadership  in  the  episcopacy  is  also  vital  to  our 
greater  success.  The  matter  of  getting  the  best  men  for 
the  office  is  all-important.  There  is  nothing  to  guarantee 
that  an  eight-year  term'  would  accomplish  this. 

Restore  Bishops  foV  Races 

What  can  be  done?  Two  changes  will  help.  In  the 
first  place,  let  us  restore  the  missionary  episcopacy  or 
its  equivalent — ^bishops  for  races.  We  cannot  serve  the 
foreign  peoples  well  by  electing  bishops  for  them  who  have 
to  spend  years  in  learning  the  language,  customs,  and 
needs.  The  waste  is  too  great,  and  the  results  not  satis¬ 
factory.  Let  the  mission  areas  nominate  or  elect  their 
own  bishops,  subject  to  the  election  or  confirmation  of  the 
Gkneral  Conference,  if  the  latter  is  necessary  or  desir¬ 
able.  We  cannot  serve  home  areas  well  by  electing  bishops 
on  the  missionary  plea  or  because  they  have  done  good 
work  on  mission  fields  where  they  will  exercise  the  epis¬ 
copal  office  for  four  or  eight  years  and  then  cmne  to  the 
home  fields.  We  cannot  serve  the  home  field  well  or  se¬ 
cure  the  best  men  for  home  work,  if  every  man  who  is 
elected  must  expect  to  spend  one  or  two  quadrenniums  as 


a  missionary.  At  least  some  of  our  unrest  is  due  to  thia 
condition.  The  remedy  is  at  hand.  The  missionary  epis¬ 
copacy  is  still  in  the  Discipline,  and  can  be  set  at  work 
again. 

Retire  Unsuccessful  Bishops  More  Freely 

The  more  important  change  to  be  offered  is  to  broaden 
the  word  “effective”  with  regard  to  the  episcopacy.  At 
the  present  time  “effective”  is  applied  only  to  a  bishop’s 
physical  condition  in  respect  to  his  work.  I  am  credit¬ 
ably  informed  that  the  sub-committee  of  the  Committee 
on  Episcopacy,  to  which  charges  of  incompetency  of  any 
character  are  sent,  considers  only  those  on  physical  dis¬ 
ability,  but  none  with  regard  to  administration. 

It  is  plain  that  there  is  probably  no  bishop  who  could 
get  every  vote  of  every  person  in  his  area  on  the  matter 
of  his  ability  in  his  office.  It  is  not  likely  that  any  minister 
could  do  so  from  any  church  which  has  even  a  far 
smaller  number  to  pleas^.  So  with  the  bishops  in 
General  Conference.  Yet  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  by 
far  the  greater  number  of  our  forty-five  bishops  would 
be  elected  again  next  May,  if  it  were  necessary,  on  the 
merits  of  ibeir  work.  If  that  is  true,  then  it  appears  that 
only  a  smaller  number  would  not  be  re-elected  because  of 
lack  of  administrative  ability,  lack  of  leadership,  unsuit¬ 
ability  for  the  office,  or  whatever  the  cause  of  failure.  As 
I  see  it,  we  are  penalizing  the  entire  board  and  we  are 
advocating  weakening  the  office  because  of  a  small  number 
of  failures,  which  is  both  unjust  and  unwise. 

Let  the  word  “effective”  be  enlarged,  let  any  charges- 
of  incompetency  be  considered  fairly,  and  whenever  there 
is  evident  lack  of  those  things  which  make  for  episcopal 
leadership,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Epis¬ 
copacy  to  remove  the  bishop  to  retirement  or  to  pastoral  ^ 
service,  as  the  case  might  warrant.  It  is  quite  probable  ' 
that  the  task  will  be  distasteful  and  that  there  will  need 
to  be  iron  in  the  committee.  Yet  it  is  done  now  and  then 
with  pastors  by  Conference  relations  committees.  It  is 
frequently  done  by  the  cabinets.  Not  all  appointments 
are  successful ;  why  should  we  expect  all  General  Confer¬ 
ence  elections  to  be  so?  A  few  years  ago  a  bishop  told 
me  that  he  would  be  glad  to  return  to  the  pastorate,  and 
a  church  was  open  to  him,  but  he  feared  that  it  would 
be  misunderstood.  He  was  an  excellent  minister,  but  not 
very  successful  as  a  bishop. 

Possibly  the  objection  will  be  raised  that  it  would  be 
humiliating  so  to  deal  with  bishops.  That  was  an  objec¬ 
tion  against  retiring  them  at  seventy-three.  Probably  it 
would  humiliate  them  as  it  does  pastors  in  like  cases,  but 
it  has  to  be  done  for  the  sake  of  the  church.  Very  likely 
it  would  make  some  candidates  look  before  they  leaped. 
Certainly  we  ought  not  to  go  on  electing  men  to  the  epis¬ 
copacy  with  the  understanding  that,  successful  or  no,  they 
are  in  for  life,  to  be  borne  with  as  best  we  may.  Surely 
we  ought  not  to  weaken  the  office  more  than  it  is  al¬ 
ready.  The  crux  of  the  unrest  is  in  the  cases  of  a  small 
company  of  men  who  are  out  of  place,  and  it  is  unjust 
to  them  and  to  the  church  to  keep  them  there.  Every  one 
of  these  men  could  find  work  in  the  church  where  they 
would  be  of  great  value.  Let  them  be  dealt  with  by  the 
committee  as  the  pastor  is  by  the  cabinet.  Make  the 
word  “effective”  cover  the  entire  qualifications  necessary 
for  the  episcopal  office,  and  make  it  mandatory  on  the 
committee  to  retire  for  cause.  If  there  is  fear  that  in-  ^ 
justice  might  be  done  in  the  committee,  allow  the  bishop 
an  appeal  to  the  General  Conference. 
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Allen  Home  Celebrates  Fortieth 

Anniversary 


Monday  night,  December  6,  in  Allen  Home 
Chapel,  Asheville,  N.  C.,  a  program  was  given  to 
celebrate  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  the  opening 
of  the  school.  The  scenes  in  the  early  history  of  the  school 
were  presented  in  tableau  form,  one  of  which  showed  the 
first  day  when  two  teachers  and  three  students  began  the 
work  of  the  opening  day  with  prayer ;  and  the  other  show¬ 
ing  a  day  at  the  end  of  the  month  when  there  were  en¬ 
rolled  over  one  hundred  pupils  of  all  ages  and  sizes,  in¬ 
cluding  three  generations  of  one  family.  Soon  after  this 
a  night  school  was  begun  for  those  who  could  not  attend 
classes  in  the  daytime,  and  a  Sunday  school  was  organ¬ 
ized  for  religious  instruction  on  Sunday.  Out  of  this 
Sunday  school  grew  the  church  organization  which  is  n6w 
known  as  Berry  Temple.  :*6 

Following  these  early  scenes,  several  tableaus  were 
presented  to  show  the  present  work  of  the  school  in  its 
various  departments :  library,  science  laboratory,  domestic 
art  and  science,  recreation  and  games,  music,  teacher 
training,  parent-teachers’  association.  The  work  of  the 
English  department  was  presented  by  a  short  play,  which 
depicted  several  of  the  characters  from  Hawthorne’s  short 


stories,  and  showed  the  hold  that  superstition  and  witch¬ 
craft  had  upon  the  people  in  early  New  England  days. 

A  quartet  of  former  students  sang  two  selections  in 
a  very  pleasing  manner.  A  number  of  speakers  told  in 
three-minute  talks  of  the  place  of  the  school  in  commu¬ 
nity  life.  The  position  occupied  by  Allen  Home  in  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  was  discussed  by  the  Rev.  N. 
J.  Pass,  superintendent  of  the  Western  District.  The 
Rev.  G.  H.  Caldwell,  pastor  of  Berry  Temple,  spoke  of 
“What  Allen  Home  Means  to  the  Church.”  Prof.  W.  S. 
Lee,  principal  of  Stevens-Lee  High  School,  talked  about 
“Allen  Home  as  an  Educational  Factor  in  Western  North 
Carolina”;  Miss  A.'F.  Ruffin,  Y.  W.  C.  A.  secretary,  of 
the  “Contribution  of  Allen  Home  to  Girlhood” ;  and  Mrs. 
H.  E.  Love,  of  the  “Place  of  AUen  Home  in  the  Hearts 
of  Former  Students  and  Alumni.”  The  last  part  of  the 
evening’s  program  showed  the  mothers  of  two  Allen  Home 
girls  in  1937  discussing  the  improvements  that  had  been 
made  since  1927.  A  large  and  enthusiastic  audience 
crowded  the  chapel,  and  the  prospect  for  the  future  was 
very  encouraging  to  those  who  are  looking  forward  to  a 
bigger  and  better  work  at  Allen  Home. 


Morgan  College  Celebrates 

Sixtieth  Anniversary  of  the  Founding  of  the  School-Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of 

the  Presidency  of  Dr.  John  O.  Spencer 


November  27  to  December  2  was  a  gala  week 
at  Morgan  College.  Events  notable  for  their 
spicy  variety  and  for  the  large,  enthusiastic 
crowds  they  attracted,  began  on  November  27  and  con¬ 
tinued  through  the  night  of  December  2.  One  of  the 
significant  events  was  a  meeting  of  the  alumni  associa¬ 
tion  held  on  Thursday  night,  December  1.  The  Rev. 
Edgar  A.  Love,  an  alumnus  of  the  Academy  of  Morgan, 
and  subsequently  graduated  from  the  College^  of  Liberal 
Arts  at  Howard,  and  from  the  School  of  ^  Theology  at 
Boston  University,  delivered  an  address  which  was  sig¬ 
nal.  He  scored  the  alumni  for  their  inexcusable  indiffer¬ 
ence  to  the  school.  A  second  notable  thing  about  the 
meeting  was  the  fact  that  the  alumni  enthusiastically 
pledged  themselves  to  shoulder  the  task  which  their  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  school  makes  theirs.  If  this  meeting  bears 
the  fruit  which  it  promises,  Morgan  alumni,  in  the  fu¬ 
ture,  will  carry  “horns”  instead  of  “hammers.” 

Friday,  December  2,  was  climax  day.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  of  that  day  the  ministers  of  the  Washington  and 
Delaware  Conferences  met  in  large  numbers  to  report 
crusade  money  and  hear  an  address  from  Bishop  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  of  the  Washington  Area.  Bishop  McDowell, 
noted  for  saying  something  every  time  he  says  anything, 
excelled  himself  in  talking  to  these  Negro  leaders  about 
their  duty  to  institutions  like  Morgan.  In  the  beginning 
of  our  history  as  freedmen,  the  bishop  pointed  out,  our 
education  was  conferred  on  us  of  necessity,  but  he  pointed 
out  that  we  had  now  come  to  the  time  when  it  must  be 
achieved  by  hard  work  and  sacrificial  giving,  such  as 


this  crusade  necessitates.  Two  thousand  and  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  in  cash  was  paid  in  at  this  meeting. 

Friday  night,  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Douglass  High 
School,  the  program  celebrating  the  twenty-fifth  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Spencer  was  held.  In 
the  academic  procession  were  representatives  of  a  large 
number  of  educational  institutions,  and  of  civic  and  busi¬ 
ness  interests.  Appropriate  addresses  were  made  by  Dr. 
Jas.  H.  Dillard,  of  the  Jeans  and  Slater  Funds;  Presi¬ 
dent  Mordecai  W.  Johnson,  of  Howard;  Attorney  Geo. 
W.  F.  McMechen,  the  first  graduate  from  the  liberal 
arts  course;  Principal  John  W.  Woodhouse,  president  of 
the  Alumni  Association;  and  President  Spencer.  Dean 
John  W.  Haywood,  in  presenting  to  President  Spencer  a 
loving  cup  on  behalf  of,  the  faculty  and  students,  made 
this  happy  remark :  “I  am  not  so  sure  of  my  information 
touching  the  correct  conventions  in  connection  with 
wedding  anniversaries,  but  I  think  the  twenty-fifth  an¬ 
niversary  is  the  silver  anniversary.  We  are  presenting 
you  this  silver  loving  cup  because  to-night  marks  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  your  marriage  to  Morgan 
College.”  Miss  Carolyn  L.  Clark,  one  of  God’s  choice 
white  women,  has  given  twenty-five  years  to  teaching  in 
Morgan  College.  On  behalf  of  the  students  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  Miss  Frances  P.  Male,  of  the  junior  class,  presented 
Miss  Clark  a^gold  service  medal.  Prof.  Daniel  J.  Pinkett, 
one  of  the  unsung  heroes  of  our  own  race,  has  given  a 
quarter  century  to  teaching  at  Princess  Anne.  Albert 
S.  Swann  represented  the  students  of  Princess  Anne  in 
presenting  to  Prof.  Pinkett  a  gold  service  medal. 
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Who  is  astute  enough  at  mathematics  to  figure  out 
what  Morgan  College  has  been  and  will  be  worth  to  our 
race  and  to  the  world?  Who  can  state  and  solve  the 
equation  which  will  evaluate  twenty-five  years  of  such 
courageous  devotion  as  has  been  given  Morgan  and  Negro 
youths  by  John  Oakley  Spencer?  These  problems  belong 
to  the  calculus  of  God.  He  alone  can  find  the  value  of 
the  x’s  and  y’s  involved.  Miracles  have  happened  at 
Morgan  as  the  result  of  the  work  and  prayers  of  this 
undaunted  educator.  Some  of  us  have  seen  these  miracles 
in  the  happening.  Eight  years  ago  the  entire  enrollment 


of  the  college  was  forty ;  to-day  it  is  four  hundred.  Ten 
years  ago  the  college  was  housed  in  one  inadequate  build¬ 
ing  in  a  congested  part  of  the  city;  to-day  it  has  an 
eighty  acre  campus.  Within  the  next  twelve  months 
two  city  boulevards  will  cross  this  campus,  another  will 
border  it,  and  city  parks  will  fiank  it  on  the  north  and 
on  the  south.  What  has  been  done  is  an  imperishable 
monument  to  a  heroic  soul,  who  has  given  the  strength 
>  of  his  life  to  a  people  who  sorely  needed  him;  what  re¬ 
mains  to  be  done  is  a  ringing  challenge  to  this  people, 
their  children,  and  their  children’s  children. 


Facing  General  Conference 


Why  Should  Annual  Conferences  or  Lay 
Electoral  Conferences  Disfranchise 
Themselves  ? 

Alfred  G.  Kynett 

ITH  reference  to  amendments  for  amending  the 
Constitution,  Article  47  is  clear.  It  states : 

“The  concurrent  recommendation  of  two  thirds  of  all 
the  members  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  present  and  voting, 
and  of  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  of  the  Lay  Electoral  Confer¬ 
ences  present  and  voting,  shall  sufBce  to  authorize  the  next  ensuing 
General  Conference  by  a  two-thirds  vote  to  alter  or  amend  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  constitution  excepting  Article  10,”  etc. 

Before  the  Annual  Conferences  which  met  last  fall 
were  two  regularly  submitted  constitutional  amendments — 
one  known  as  the  Kansas  plan,  concerning  the  admission 
of  laymen ;  the  other  as  the  general  laymen’s  proposition. 
A  study  of  the  official  returns,  so  far  as  made,  shows, 
for  instance:  that  one  Conference  laid  the  general  lay¬ 
men’s  proposition  on  the  table,  which,  of  course,  counted 
neither  one  way  nor  the  other,  and  apparently  took  no 
action  on  the  Kansas  proposition.  No  legal  votes,  there¬ 
fore,  were  cast  either  for  or  against  either  proposition. 
In  a  certain  Lay  Electoral  Conference  in  Iowa  no  action 
was  taken ;  therefore,  no  votes  cast.  In  another  Lay 


Electoral  Conference,  with  reference  to  the  general  lay¬ 
men’s  plan,  the  report  is  “carried  unanimously,”  but 
there  is  no  recorded  count  vote  one  way  or  the  other. 
Who  can  know  how  many  vdtes  were  cast?  Another  Lay 
Electoral  Conference  is  reported  as  in  favor  of  the  Kansas 
plan  adopted  by  unanimous  vote,  but  again  no  count  is 
taken,  and  again  there  is  no  way  of  deciding  how  many 
voted  for  it.  An  Annual  Conference  is  recorded  as  in 
favor  of  the  Kansas  plan,  but  apparently  no  record  of 
count,  and  no  one  knows  how  many  of  the  ministerial  mem¬ 
bers  were  in  favor. 

It  is  evident  that  in  a  number  of  Conferences  the  pro¬ 
posed  amendments  were  treated  as  if  they  were  simply  me- 
monals  to  the  General  Conference.  The  result  is  that  in 
a  number  of  Conferences  the  members  practically  dis¬ 
franchised  themselves  and  are  in  the  same  position  as  those 
who,  although  entitled  to  vote  in  city  and  national  elec¬ 
tions,  fail  actually  so  to  do  and  leave  the  decision  to  those 
who  do  vote  and  whose  votes  are  properly  counted  and 
actually  recorded  as  present  and  voting  would  determine 
the  action  under  Paragraph  47  in  any  proposed  amend¬ 
ment,  although  they  might  be  even  a  small  minority  of 
those  entitled  to  vote. 

We  call  the  attention  of  the  remaining  spring  Con¬ 
ferences  to  this  remarkable  situation. 


The  Atlanta  Annual  Conference 


By  the  Rev.  Z.  K. 

The  Atlanta  Annual  Conference  was  held  in  the 
Wesley  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mc¬ 
Donough,  Ga.,  December  14-18,  Bishop  E.  G.  Aich- 
ardson  presiding.  The  bishop,  assisted  by  the  pastor  of 
'the  church  and  the  district  superintendent,  administered 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

Welcome  addresses  were  delivered  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Al¬ 
exander,  mayor,  on  behalf  of  the  city;  the  Rev.  E.  P. 
Etheridge,  on  behalf  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South;  the  Rev.  Guy  Atkinson,  on  behalf  of  the  Baptist 
Church;  the  Rev.  L.  D.  King,  on  behalf  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church ;  Miss  Evelyn  Combs,  on  behalf  of  the  Shiloh 
Colored  Baptist  Church ;  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Brown,  on  behalf 
of  the, Wesley  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  response  by  Dr.  L.  H.  King  will  never  be  for¬ 
gotten  by  those  who  heard  him.  It  was  the  best  response 
the  people  ever  heard. 

The  Conference  was  organized  by  the  election  of  the 
Rev.  N.  A.  Bridges,  secretary;  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Demery 
and  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Hatcher,  assistants ;  the  Rev,  W.  B. 


Gowen,  B.D.,  D.D. 

Wood,  statistician,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Brandon  and  the  Rev. 
B.  F,  Barkley,  assistants;  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Adams,  treas¬ 
urer;  the  Rev.  P.  H,  Travis  and  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Tharp, 
assistants. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Jones  addressed  the  Conference  on  the 
work  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  Relief.  The  address 
was  convincing  and  it  made  friends  for  that  board.  Dr. 
Davis  addressed  the  Conference  on  the  work  of  Hospitals 
and  Homes.  The  address  gave  so  much  information  to 
so  many  members  of  the  church.  Dr.  L.  H.  King,  editor 
of  the  Southwestern,  showed  himself  a  master  of  his 
job  as  representing  the  church  paper. 

The  postmistress  of  McDonough,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Hank- 
inson,  and  Miss  Kate  Brown,  the  superintendent  of  the 
county  schools,  made  a  profound  impression  on  the  Con¬ 
ference  with  their  exceeding  fine  addresses.  For  two 
hours  the  Conference  enjoyed  a  symposium  from  the  great 
intellectual  visitors  of  the  town. 

Dr.  W.  A.  C.  Hughes,  of  Philadelphia,  thrilled  the 
hearts  of  the  members  of  the  Conference  as  he  told  of  the 
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flood  sufferers  in  the  Mississippi  Valley.  The  hearts  of 
the  members  of  the'  Conference  went  out  in  much  sym¬ 
pathy  toward  the  heart-broken  sufferers. 

Dr.  F.  H.  Butler  spoke  on  the  great  work  of  the  Ep- 
worth  League.  Dr.  R.  J.  Wade,  secretary  of  the  last 
General  Conference,  spoke  convincingly  on  World  Serv¬ 
ice.  The  bishop  presented  three  proposed  amendments 
to  the  constitution  of  the  church  to  be  voted  for  or  against 
by  ojir  Conference.  The  three  proposed  amendments 
were  not  adopted.  Dr.  L.  H.  King  and  the  Rev.  N.  J. 
Crolley  were  elected  delegates  to  the  General  Conference 
of  1928.  The  Rev.  C.  L.  Johnson  and  the  Rev.  D.  H. 
Stanton  were  elected  reserve  delegates.  Mr.  J.  C.  Ar¬ 
nold  and  Dr.  A.  M.  Wilkins  were  elected  lay  delegates. 
Mr.  S.  Cunningham  and  Prof.  W.  C.  Strickland  were 
elected  reserve  delegates. 

The  anniversary  of  the  Board  of  Temperance,  Pro¬ 
hibition,  and  Public  Morals  was  an  occasion  of  very  great 
interest. 

Dr.  A.  R.  Howard,  secretary  for  the  colored  work, 
distinguished  himself  as  an  orator  of  the  ^rst  magni¬ 
tude.  Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson  delivered  an  address  on 
“Militant  Christianity.”  He  impressed  the  audience  that 
he  was  a  great  philosopher,  greater  than  the  greatest  of 
the  philosophers  of  ancient  Greece. 


Dr.  G.  H.  Trevor  and  Dr.  W.  J.  King  spoke  on  the 
work  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary.  Clark  Univer¬ 
sity  was  well  represented  by  Dr.  I.  G.  Penn  and  Presi¬ 
dent  M.  S.  Davage.  The  Conference  was  so  animated 
over  the  progress  that  the  school  has  made  that  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  seventeen  was  appointed  to  launch  a  program 
for  big  things. 

Several  members  of  the  Conference  had  died  during 
the  year:  the  Revs.  R.  T.  Adams,  B.  G.  Burks,  and  L. 
P.  Kimbal. 

Saturday  night  was  an  occasion  for  a  spiritual  feast. 
Z.  K,  Gowen,  B.S.,  D.D.,  was  the  speaker.  After  the 
love  feast  Sunday,  Bishop  E.  G.  Richardson  preached 
from  Eph.  3.  31.  He  is  regarded  one  of  the  world’s  great¬ 
est  preachers.  At  2.30  P.  M.  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Moore 
preached  from  Neh.  4.  6.  The  sermon  was  wonderfully 
enjoyed.  The  Conference  presented  the  bishop  a  hundred 
dollar  silver  set  as  a  token  of  love  and  appreciation. 

Many  resolutions  were  read  thanking  the  members  of 
the  churches  and  the  citizens  of  the  town  for  their  liberal¬ 
ity  toward  the  Conference.  The  Rev.  J.  F.  Dorsey  knows 
how  to  care  for  an  Annual  Conference,  for  it  was  the 
unanimous  opinion  that  no  one  can  exceed  his  entertain¬ 
ment  of  a  Conference,  for  it  was  exceedingly  fine. 

{See  appointments  on  page  10 H) 


National  Laymen’s  Conference 

H.  R.  Snavely 


Perhaps  the  most  significant  laymen’s  meeting  in 
recent  years  took  place  in  the  Chicago  Temple,  De¬ 
cember  6  and  7,  when  twenty-two  prominent  lay¬ 
men  from  all  sections  of  the  United  States  came  together 
at  their  own  expense  to  consider  plans  for  launching  a 
more  effective  movement  to  enlist  the  manpower  of  Meth¬ 
odism. 

The  following  men  attended:  Edgar  T.  Welch,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Welch  Grape  Juice  Company  and  the  Erie 
Conference  Laymen’s  Association ;  Frank  H.  Ryder, 
president  of  the  Harder  Refrigerator  Company,  Cobles- 
kill.  New  York,  and  of  the  Troy  Conference  Laymen’s 
Association;  Lewis  B.  Alger,  president  of  the  Detroit 
Conference  Laymen’s  Association;  Morris  ^S.  Daniels, 
secretary  of  the  General  Conference  Commission;  E.  C. 
Harley,  of  the  E.  C.  Harley  Wholesale  Grocery  Company, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  superintendent  of  lay  activities  in  the 
Cincinnati  Area;  Judge  H.  R.  Snavely,  of  Marshall,  Ill.; 
Hon.  Luren  D.  Dickinson,  lieutenant-governor  of  Mich¬ 
igan;  Bert  Edward  Smith,  executive  secretary  of  Men’s 
Work ;  William  F.  Weir,  general  secretary  of  men’s  work 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church;  O.  G.  Markham,  publishing 
agent,  Chicago;  M.  S.  Davage,  president  of  Clark  Uni¬ 
versity,  Atlanta;  R.  B.  Spencer,  Colorado  editor  and 
publisher ;  Hon.  C.  Oliver  Holmes,  of  Gary,  Ind. ;  Super¬ 
intendent  C.  Ray  Gates,  of  Grand  Island  schools,  Ne¬ 
braska  ;  William  E.  Carpenter,  of  Brazil  Trust  Company, 
Brazil,  Ind.;  Dean  Arthur  E.  Bennett,  of  Des  Moines; 
Ronald  Moist,  lawyer,  of  Clarksburg,  W.  Va. ;  E.  Dow 
Bancroft,  of  Ohio;  F.  F.  Lindsay,  of  Minneapolis,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Northern  Minnesota  Laymen’s  Association; 
R.  Clarence  Brown,  member  Methodist  Book  Concern, 
Chicago;  M.  D.  Cameron,  president  of  the  Peters  Trust 
Company,  Omaha,  Neb. 

The  Conference  elected  the  following  officers:  Chair¬ 


man,  Luren  D.  Dickinson,  of  Michigan ;  vice-chairman,  E. 
C.  Harley,  of  Ohio ;  secretary,  H.  R.  Snavely,  of  Rlinois. 

The  atmosphere  of  the  meeting  was  charged  with  the 
feeling  that  no  more  important  task  faces  the  church  to¬ 
day  than  the  enlistment  of  its  manhood,  and  with  the 
determination  to  develop  an  effective  plan  to  bring  this 
about  and  harness  men  to  the  whole  task.  It  was  the  con¬ 
census  of  opinion  that  regardless  of  what  other  organiza¬ 
tions  the  church  may  have,  it  has  not  yet  found  a  chal¬ 
lenging  program  for  the  worth-while  layman  in  the  local 
church.  There  is  no  over-organization  of  the  manpower 
in  the  individual  church. 

This  group  of  laymen  faced  the  fact  that  the  busy 
men  of  the  church  are  giving  generously  of  their  time  and 
energy  to  organizations  outside  of  the  church,  and  ex¬ 
pressed  the  conviction  that  they  will  give  more  time  and 
energy  to  the  Christian  church,  the  most  essential  institu¬ 
tion  in  the  world,  when  a  challenging  program  and  or¬ 
ganization  can  be  effected.  It  was  the  belief  of  this 
earnest  body  of  Christian  laymen  that  unless  the  church 
found  a  way  to  enlist  its  manhood  for  service,  it  would 
soon  be  trailing  the  procession  in  this  day  of  progress 
and  advance. 

The  men  expressed  a  high  appreciation  of  the  exhaust¬ 
ive  and  interesting  statement  of  the  history  and  present 
status  of  men’s  work  in  the  Methodist  Church  and  other 
denominations  presented  by  the  executive  secretary,  Bert 
Edward  Smith.  This  statement  answered  in  advance  al¬ 
most  every  question  that  the  Conference  would  be  inclined 
to  ask,  and  gave  an  excellent  background  for  the  two- 
day  study  of  ,the  problem  and  its  solution.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  requested  that  this  statement  be  printed  and  put 
into  the  hands  of  lay  leaders  throughout  the  churches. 

The  entire  Conference  divided  itself  into  four  sub¬ 
committees.  One  on  Aims  and  Activities,  one  on  Organ- 
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ization,  one  on  Supervision  and  Support,  and  one  on  Lay 
Training  and  Lay  Speaking.  After  a  thorough,  detailed 
and  critical  study,  both  in  sub-committees  and  general 
sessions,  it  was  the  unanimous  and  enthusiastic  recom¬ 
mendation  that  all  forces  in  the  field  dealing  with  the  man 
problem  be  united  into  one  all-church  movement  under  the 
name  Methodist  Brotherhood,  suggesting  such  modifica¬ 
tions  in  name  and  nature  as  might  become  desirable  to 
meet  the  needs  of  local  church  situations.  In  this  Confer¬ 
ence  were  the  presidents  of  six  of  Methodism’s  most  active 
Laymen’s  Associations,  all  of  whom  endorsed  this  plan, 
and  expressed  the  feeling  that  associations,  in  most  cases, 
would  gladly  change  their  names  and  become  the  Confer¬ 
ence  unit  in  the  entire  movement. 

The  Conference  examined  carefully  the  movements  in 
several  denominations  and  declared  that  the  best  up-to- 
date  program  for  men’s  activities  to  be  found  anywhere 
is  in  our  own  Brotherhood  Manual  prepared  by  the  Board 
of  Education.  We  must  have  a  plan,  and  it  already  exists. 

The  Conference  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Board  of 
Education  would  give  this  movement  a  semi-independent 
relationship  with  liberal  privileges  to  expand  its  work,  and 
that  this  cause  gradually  move  in  the  direction  of  self- 
support.  It  was  the  unanimous  feeling  that  this  work  is 
of  such  supreme  value  that  the  men  of  the  church  would 
gladly  give  it  a  more  adequate  support  by  the  sustain¬ 
ing  membership  method. 

The  group  requested  the  calling  of  a  Conference  of 
three  hundred  in  connection  with  the  Men’s  Council,  to  be 
held  May  12  and  13,  at  the  General  Conference.  A  Con¬ 
tinuation  Committee  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  frequent  meetings  on  organization  and  promotion. 
The  committee  consists  of  H.  R.  Snavely,  chairman;  E. 
C.  Harley,  L.  B.  Alger,  George  W.  Dixon,  C.  Oliver 
Holmes,  O.  G.  Markham.  A  number  of  the  laymen  at¬ 
tending  this  Conference  will  participate  in  an  inter-Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  on  men’s  work  at  Louisville  in  March, 
at  which  time  about  twenty  leaders  of  laymen’s  activities 
in  each  of  the  two  branches  of  Methodism  will  sit  down  to¬ 
gether  to  face  the  common  task. 

All  sessions  of  this  Conference  were  charged  with  the 
spirit  of  brotherhood  and  prayer.  No  man  seemed  to 
have  any  other  motive  than  the  inauguration  of  a  crusade 
that  would  lead  men  to  take  Jesus  Christ  in  earnest. 

What  is  Hating  Your  Mother? 

By  Dr.  J.  H.  Dillard 

N  THE  twenty-sixth  verse  of  the  fourteenth  chapter 
of  the  Gospel  according  to  St.  Luke,  it  reads :  “If 
any  man  come  to  me  and  hate  not  his  father,  and 
mother,  and  wife,  and  children,  and  brethren,  and  sisters, 
yea,  and  his  own  life  also,  he  can  not  be  my  disciple.” 
Now  it  is  perfectly  evident  what  our  Lord  means.  He 
means,  of  course,  that  in  following  Him  there  may  arise 
some  occasion  when  everything  has  to  give  way  and  a  man 
must  take  issue  with,  and  perhaps  separate  himself  from, 
even  his  mother.  I  personally  knew  such  a  case.  The 
young  man’s  integrity  of  conscience  was  at  stake,^  loyalty 
to  his  vision  of  justice  was  at  stake,  his  every  sense  of 
right  was  at  stake.  His  attitude  of  opposition  wounded 
his  mother  deeply,  but.  he  was  right.  Had  the  mother 
lived  longer,  she  would  have  acknowledged  that  he  was 
right. 

This  seems  to  me  to  illustrate  what  Christ  meant.  He 


was  not  thinking  of  sentiment.  At  no  time  did  the  young 
man  hate  his  mother — that  is,  in  the  sense  in  which  we 
ordinarily  use  the  word  hate.  On  the  contrary,  he  was 
all  the  time  deeply  distressed  at  her  distress,  and  perhaps 
loved  her  more  than  ever,  just  as  Christ  loved  people  whom 
He  knew  to  be  in  the  wrong. 

The  fact  is  that  the  word  hate,  as  was  said  of  the  word 
love  in  a  previous  article,  is  made  to  serve  a  number  of 
meanings  for  which  we  might  well  wish  that  distinct  words 
had  been  available.  In  some  sense  neither  hate  nor  love 
implies  sentiment.  In  a  sermon  preached  several  years 
ago  one  of  the  ablest  theologians  and  preachers  of  the 
English  Church  said  outright:  “Love  is  not  sentiment.” 
He  was,  of  course,  speaking  of  the  word  as  used  in  most 
passages  of  the  New  Testament. 

So  when  our  Lord  spoke  about  hating  father  and 
mother,  it  was  not  “sentiment”  that  He  had  in  mind.  The 
young  man  mentioned  above  never  for  a  moment  had  the 
“sentiment  of  hate”  for  his- mother.  What  he  was  about 
was  not  hating  his  mother  in  this  sense,  but  following  the 
will  of  God.  the  New  Testatment  love  generally  means 
just  this,  namely,  being  and  doing  in  accordance  with  the 
will  of  God ;  and  hate  means  opposition  to  what  is  against 
-  the  will  of  God.  So  loving  an  enemy  means  being  and 
doing  toward  him  as  God  would  have  us  be  and  do,  under 
any  and  all  circumstances;  that  is,  forgiving  and  ready 
to  help.  There  is  no  “sentiment”  about  it,  any  more  than 
our  Lord  was  thinking  of  the  sentimental  side  when  He 
said  that  under  certain  circumstances  a  man  must  hate 
his  father  or  mother. 

We  Christians  ought  always  to  use  judgment  in  our 
reading  of  the  Bible.  I  do  not  mean  that  there  is  any 
requirement  of  great  learning  and  high  intellect,  but  there 
is  requirement  of  good  common  sense.  We  sometimes  de¬ 
stroy  the  very  force  and  power  of  the  words  by  putting 
into  them  the  tone  of  sentimentality  when  they  are  tre¬ 
mendous  statements  of  fact  or  sledge-hammer  commands. 
One  of  these  sledge-hammer  commands  is,  Thou  shalt  love 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself.  When  we  think  of  its  great 
meaning,  we  see  that  it  is  no  impossible  command,  but  an 
absolute  irule  for  right  relations  between  man  and  man. 

CHAELOTTESVILLE,  VA. 
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future  fortunes  is  an  achievement  such  as  is  seldom  per¬ 
mitted  in  the  lifetime  of  most  preachers. 

It  was  in  the  exalted  period  of  distinguished  and  suc¬ 
cessful  achievement  that  death  came  so  stealthily  to  our 
friend.  His  sudden  going  was  and  is  our  personal  heart¬ 
break,  from  which  recovery  and  the  surcease  of  blinding 
tears  must  needs  be  slow.  For  more  than  thirty  years 
he  was  the  friend  of  this  writer’s  bosom.  We  were  pals 
in  life;  in  death  we  remain  the  same.  Toward  the  last, 
as  he  lingered  in  the  twilight  zone  where  time  reaches 
out  toward  eternity,  we  cheered  him  homeward  with 
prayer  and  song.  It  was  all  we  could  do.  From  the 
exalted  pinnacle  of  achievement  and  character  to  which 
he  had  arrived  through  sustained  discipline  in  experience 
with  the  vascillating  fortunes  of  adversity  and  prosperity, 
looking  back  upon  the  golden  sunset  of  earth’s  lowering 
skies,  he  leaped  up  to  the  hills  of  eternity,  the  skyline  of 
the  new  heaven,  amid  the  invigorating  splendors  of  the 
glorious  dawn  of  the  day  of  eternal  rest. 
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Sunday  School  Lesson 

Iktebitatiovai.  Smu 

By  the  Rev.  Edward  R.  Lewis,  A.M. 


GROUP  COURSES 

Primmry — The  Child  Jesus  Comes  Home  from 
a  Long  Journey. 

Biblical  Material— Matt.  2.  18-15,  19-28. 
Memory  Verse — Jehovah  will  keep  thy  go¬ 
ing  out  and  thy  coming  in.  (Psa.  121.  8.) 


JESUS’  POWER  TO  MAKE  WHOLE 

FIRST  QUARTER.  LESSON  II.  JANUARY  8 


Junior — Moses  Wins  Freedom  for'  His  Peo¬ 
ple. 

Intermediate — Sharing  in  a  Great  Movement. 
Senior — Principles  of  Choice. 


General  Letton  Title — Jesus  and  the  Sick. 

Leteon  Material — Mark  1.  21-46. 

Additional  Material  for  Teachers — Mark  7. 
.r24-87  ;  8.  22-26. 

Golden  Text — He  hath  done  all  things  well ; 
he  maketh  even  the  deaf  to  hear,  and  the 
dumb  to  speak.  (Mark  7.  87.) 

Devotional  Beading — 1  Sam.  8.  1-10. 

GOSPEL  OF  THE  SON  OF  GOD 

"Straightway."  Mark  is  very  fond  of  this 
word.  It  occurs  a  great  many  times,  and 
gives  an  air  of  swift  movement,  even  abrupt¬ 
ness,  to  the  narrative.  Jesus’  joumeyings  to 
and  fro  are  not  always  motivated  or  ex¬ 
plained;  but  this  very  breathlessness  adds  to 
the  imaginative  effectiveness  of  the  Gospel. 

When  we  are  alert  to  Mark’s  unique  char¬ 
acteristics,  our  pleasure  in  reading  it  is  en¬ 
hanced.  “The  book  is  a  compact  and  rapidly 
told  narrative,  vivid  and  dramatic  in  its 
style,  which  is  more  a  spoken  than  a  literary 
style.  Its  realism  and  force  are  soon  felt. 
One  has  the  sense  often  of  being  present  in 
its  scenes  and  catching  influences  of  color, 
sounds,  and  other  impressions  of  a  partici¬ 
pant.  Its  most  striking  literary  character¬ 
istic  is  its  vividness:  (1)  The  historical 
present  is  frequently  used.  (2)  The  very 
Aramaic  words  used  by  Jesus  are  often  re¬ 
peated.  (3)  The  attitude  and  gestures  of 
Jesus  are  often  noted.  (4)  Details  not  nec¬ 
essary  for  the  story  are  narrated.  (6)  The 
Gospel  is  largely  concerned  with  the  deeds 
rather  than  the  words  of  Jesus.” 

Sabbath  School  in  Capernaum.  Capernaum, 
a  prosperous  little  city,  became  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  Jesus  during  much  of  His  Gali¬ 
lean  sojourn.  On  the  Sabbath  it  was  nat¬ 
ural  for  Jesus  to  attend  the  synagogue  serv¬ 
ice;  and  there  He  taught.  Jesus  made  a 
many-sided  appeal  to  the  people  of  His  time, 
and  offered  a  varied  ministry.  He  had  a 
message  for  the  mind,  and  was  eager  to  teach 
the  splendid  truth  concerning  the  love  of  God 
to  all  mankind. 

The  office  of  Teacher.  Perhaps  we  do  not 
give  sufficient  emphasis  to  the  fact  that  Jesus 
regarded  Himself  primarily  as  a  Teacher.  To 
be  sure.  He  healed  an  afflicted  man  in  the 
synagogue;  but  He  had  come  to  the  syna¬ 
gogue  to  teach,  not  to  heal. 

All  who  teach  worthily  on  the  Sabbath  may 
have  the  blessed  consciousness  of  sharing  this 
high  honor  with  the  Master  Teacher.  The 
task  may  appear  circumscribed,  but  the  op¬ 
portunity  is  heaven-high.  A  certain  philoso¬ 
pher  was  always  talklnj  to  his  friends  about 
the  garden  in  which  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
walking,  where  he  carried  on  his  studies.  At 
last  one  of  these  friends  came  to  see  him, 
and  found  that  this  extraordinary  garden  was 
a  patch  of  ground  about  twice  the  size  of 
the  floor  of  his  own  room.  “What!”  said  he, 
“is  this  your  garden?  It’s  not  very  broad.” 
“No,’  replied  the  philosopher,  “it’s  not  very 
broEid,  but  it’s  a  wondrous  height!” 

The  Whole  Mind.  “Wholesome”  is  a  beau¬ 
tiful  word,  and  the  thought  of  Jesus  having 
power  to  make  whole  is  fine  and  true.  Sane 
minds  required  instruction  that  they  might 
become  well  furnished  and  well  trained.  Sick 
minds  needed  to  be  purged  of  unclean  spirits. 
Whatever  was  required,  Jesus  was  ready  to 
do,  that  they  who  came  to  Him  might  be 
made  whole  again.  Therefore  He  spoke  the 
word  of  power.  It  is  significant  that  those 
who  witnessed  the  healing  of  the  demented 
man  regarded  this  as  a  part  of  the  Master’s 
teaching  ministry.  For  they  were  amazed, 
and  questioned  among  themselves,  saying, 
"What  is  this?  A  new  teaching?  With  au¬ 
thority  He  commandeth  even  the  unclean 
spirits.” 

The  ministry  of  Christ  to  the  mind  is  still 


an  inclusive  one.  He  is  concerned  with  the 
whole  mind.  Hence  the  religion  of  Christ 
bears  instruction  for  tbe  wise,  comfort  for 
the  distressed,  tender  healing  for  the  divided 
or  troubled  mind. 

That  which  Jesus  wrought  in  the  synagogue 
of  Capernaum  long  ago  has  become  a  symbol 
of  one  aspect  of  the  recognized  work  of 
Christian  civilization,  the  systematic  care  of 
those  who  are  mentelly  and  nervously  dis¬ 
ordered.  Wherever  Christianity  flourishes 
there  are  hospitals  for  the  mentally  ill.  The 
time  was  when  these  unfortunate  people  were 
regarded  with  fear  and  disgust,  even  by  the 
intelligent  people  of  the  day.  Now  we  re¬ 
gard  them  as  subjects  of  sympathetic  care 
and  attention. 

This  is  one  of  tke  beautiful  triumphs  of 
the  ipirit  of  Christ  in  modern  civilization. 
Thanks  to  God’s  revealed  truth,  we  do  not 
even  regard  such  afflicted  ones  as  incurable 
or  accursed.  Not  all  cases  yield  to  treatment. 
But  every  case  is  remrded  hopefully,  and  no 
limits  are  set  to  healing  and  rertorative 
methods  of  treatment.  As  we  learn  more  and 
more  about  the  mind,  and  come  to  imder- 
stand  the  intricate  mechanism  of  the  brain 
and  nervous  system,  we  shall  doubtless  be 
able  to  restore  an  increasing  number  to 
healthful  and  wholesome  living. 

TEACHINGS  FOR  TO-DAY 

“Greater  Works  Than  These.”  The  tri¬ 
umphs  of  a  Christian  civilization  have  made 
possible  greater  works  than  those  performed 
by  Jesus,  even  as  He  prophesied.  The  sci¬ 
ence  and  art  of  healing  have  accomplished 
miracles,  whether  considered  from  the  point 
of  view  of  medicine,  of  ethics,  or  of  reli¬ 
gion. 

The  word  “incurable”  should  be  removed 
from  the  dictionary,  asserts  Dr.  Ernst  F. 
Boas,  of  New  York  City.  The  Literary  Di¬ 
gest  reports  Dr.  Boas’  discussion  of  chronic 
diseases  and  convalescent  work  at  one  of 
the  sessions  of  hospital  executives  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  recent  convention  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Hospital  Association  at  Minneapolis. 

He  is  quoted  thus  in  a  dispatch  to  the  New 
York  Times:  “In  the  present  state  of  med¬ 
ical  knowledge,  the  pronouncement  of  the  sen¬ 
tence  ‘incurable’  on  a  patient  places  a  serious 
responsibility  on  the  physician,  and  implies 
a  greater  knowledge  tnan  he  possesses.  The 
acceptance  of  the  verdict  by  the  patient  and 
the  community  not  only  cruelly  quenches  all 
hope,  but  checks  every  further  effort  at 
physical  rehabilitation.  Yes,  how  often  such 
diagnosis  is  mistaken!  Not  infrequently  an 
incurable  can  be  restored  to  comparative 
health  and  economic  usefulness,  and  in  many 
instances  properly  directed  efforts  will  serve 
to  prolong  life  and  relieve  pain  and  discom¬ 
fort.” 


Missionary  Interpretation 

Lessok  for  Sundat,  Jakcart  8,  1928 

“They  were  astonished  at  his  teaching” 
(By  D.  D.  MarUn,  D.D.) 

Jesus  went  to  church.  It  is  the  school  of 
higher  life.  He  became  a  teacher  on  questions 
of  life  and  service.  His  was  a  new  type  of 
teaching  in  its  uplift  and  inspiration.  The 
people  were  astonished;  they  had  heard  noth¬ 
ing  like  it  before.  Religion  was  never  so  in¬ 
teresting  as  He  made  it.  There  is  nothing 
so  interesting  as  religion  when  it  is  rightly 
presented.  They  had  been  bored  to  death 
with  the  uninteresting  attempts  of  scribes  to 
read  and  expound  the  Scripture.  The  voice 
of  Christ  was  refreshing  ana  uplifting. 

They  were  astonished  at  the  newness  of 
His  doctrine.  The  gospel  is  new  in  every 
land  where  our  missionaries  are  at  work.  So 
astonished  are  the  people  of  Africa  they  say 
“it  can’t  be  true,”  and  it  remiires  the  Christ- 
like  living  of  a  missionary  like  Livingstone, 
or  Mackay,  to  convince  them  of  the  real  power 
of  the  gospel.  A  Chinaman,  assisting  the  mis¬ 
sionary  in  translating,  came  to  the  passage, 
“That  we  should  be  called  the  sons  of  God.” 
He  stopped,  and  with  tears  said,  “Oh,  sir, 
that  is  too  good.  I.^t  me  write  that  we  shall 
be  permitted  to  kiss  His  feet.”  Can  we  won¬ 
der  at  this? 

Christians  ought  to  astonish  the  world.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  should  be  as  different  from  the 
native  priests  in  every  land  as  Jesus  differed 
from  the  scribes.  Jesus  had  the  holy,  heal¬ 
ing  power.  He  not  only  preached  the  gos- 
pd,  but  applied  the  healing  power.  The  man 
with  an  unclean  spirit  was  released  from  its 
bondage.  Minds,  crazed  with  sin  and  mad¬ 
dened  with  darkness,  find  the  power  of  the 
gospel  giving  the  peace  of  mind  and  the  light 
of  a  new  hope.  This  is  true  wherever  the 
gospel  is  preached  with  power.  Jesus  healed 
the  afflicted,  and  has  the  same  power  to-day. 
This  manifestation  of  His  power,  at  home  or 
in  the  mission  fields,  astonishes  those  who 
listen  or  behold. 

Jesus  carried  His  ministry  to  the  home.  So 
does  every  true  teacher  of  His  Word.  The 
power  of  the  minister  or  missionary  is  largely 
in  the  home  and  its  influence  upon  other 
homes.  Jesus  went  to  the  house  of  Simon, 
and  healing  and  blessing  came  to  the  family, 
and  from  there  His  influence  was  felt  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  people  came  from  many 
homes  carrying  the  afflicted  to  the  feet  of 
Christ.  The  influence  of  a  real  missionary 
of  Christ  cannot  be  restrained.  He  will  be 
known.  He  may  not  know  the  language  of 
the  people,  but  the  people  understand  if  God 
is  with  him. 

OAMMOK  SEMINART. 


Epworth  League  Topic 

JANUARY  8 

By  A.  H.  Beardsley 


THE  MESSENGER 

(Psa.  16.  1-8) 


Often  we  .lose  sight  of  what  happens  to  a 
person  who  is  whole-heartedly  engaged  in 
Christian  work,  in  our  interest  in  the  thing 
he  does.  The  psalmist  looked  out  on  life  and 
saw  the  man  who  walked  uprightly,  who 
worked  his  righteousness,  and  whose  heart 
was  open  to  truth,  sojourning  in  the  taber¬ 
nacle  of  Jehovah  and  dwelling  on  the  holy 


hill.  He  saw  him  in  companionship  with 
God,  dwelling  as  near  Him  as  he  could  ^t, 
in  the  place  where  God  was  revealing  His 
precepts  and  Himself  to  men. 

When  E.  Stanley  Jones  went  to  India  as 
a  missionary,  he  was  walking  uprightly,  and 
working  righteousness,  and  because  he  had 
an  open  heart  new  truth  did  come  mightily 
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into  fall  heart  Ai  be  has  lived  and  worked 
and  received  new  truth,  he  has  been  s)ile  to 
interpret  God  and  Jesus  to  the  people  of 
India  in  a  remarkable  way.  But  what  has 
happened  to  B.  Stanley  Jones  himself  is 
equal  in  importance  and  interest  to  anything 
he  has  done  or  will  do  on  the  mission  field. 
In  fact,  what  he  has  and  will  do  is  the  result 
largely  of  what  being  a  missionary  did  to 
him.  In  his  work  and  through  it  B.  Stanley 
Jones  has  found  his  life  open  up  into  a 
wonderful  new  channel.  He  nas  redly  found 
himself,  in  relation  to  his'  work,  to  God,  and 
to  hhn*elf< 

As  he  started  work  In  India  he  felt  the 
mighty  burden  of  fighting  on  a  long  line, 
stretmilng  from  Genesis  to  Revelation,  on 
past  Western  civilisation,  on  to  the  Christian 
church.  He  worried  because  there  seemed  to 
he  no  well-defined  issue,  and  the  battle  was 
first  on  one  portion  of  the  line  and  then  on 
another.  After  about  eight  years  in  India 
his  health  broke;  be  went  to  America  for 
rest,  and  on  his  return  found  himself  still 
unfit  for  the  strain.  He  retired  to  the  hills 
and  came  down  no  better.  He  was  discour¬ 
aged  and  lust  about  to  give  up  and  come 
back  to  a  farm  to  r^ain  ms  health.  He  was 
feeling  strangely  drawn  to  work  among  the 
hl^  castes,  but  felt  wboUy  Inadequate,  both 


from  training  and  now  because  of  his  broken 
health.  One  day  while  at  prayer,  and  not 
thinking  particularly  about  himself,  it  seemed 
as  if  he  teard  a  voice  say,  “Are  you  readv 
for  this  work  to  which  I  have  caUed  you?  ’ 
He  replied:  “No,  Lord,  I  am  done  for.  I 
have  rea4±ed  the  end  of  my  rope.”  The 
Voice  said,  “If  you  will  turn  that  over  to 
Me  and  not  worry  about  it,  I  will  take  care 
of  it”  He  quickly  answered,  “Lord,  I  close 
the  bargain  right  here,”  and  there  came  into 
his  heart  a  great  peace  that  for  days  seemed 
to  possess  him.  Nine  of  the  most  strenuous 
years  of  his  life  have  passed  by  since  then 
and  the  old  trouble  has  never  returned.  In 
that  experience  he  seemed  to  have  tapped 
new  life  for  body,  soul,  and  mind.  His  whole 
life  was  vitalised,  and  with  it  his  messa«. 
He  then  had  the  courage  to  go  among  the 
leaders  of  India’s  thought  and  life  with  the 
good  news  of  Jesus,  and  never  have  the  re¬ 
sources  promised  failed  him. 

By  the  sheer  storm  and  stress  of  the  long 
line  of  defense  he  had  at  first  tried  to  main¬ 
tain,  he  was  forced  to  shorten  bis  line  and  to 
take  his  stand  for  Jesus,  and  then  be  saw 
that  here  was  where  he  should  have  been 
all  the  time — that  the  gospel  lies  in  the  per¬ 
son  of  Christ,  and  that  his  one  task  was  to 
live  and  present  Him. 


ence  with  a  good  report.  Pray  for  our  suc¬ 
cess. — The  Rev.  E.  W.  Rucker,  Pastor;  Mrs. 
W.  E.  Rucker,  Reporter.  ; 

Rowland,  N.  C. — We  thank  the  bishop  and 
Conference  for  sending  us  the  Rev.  C.  L. 
Gidney  as  pastor  of  Cedar  Grove  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  this  year.  He  is  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place.  We  are  planning 
to  do  a  great  year’s  work  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  Rev.  Gidney.  He  is  a  young  man, 
full  of  seal  and  good  judgment.  The  stren¬ 
uous  efforts  he  is  now  putting  forth  have 
already  proven  that  he  came  here  to  pastor 
as  well  as  preach.  We  are  struggling  under 
a  little  burden  now,  trying  to  finish  our 
church  that  was  destroyed  by  fire  more  thai£ 


Little  Stories  of  Achievement 


What  the  Churches  Are 
Doing 

Cottonport,  La. — ^Thanksgiving  was  a  high 
day  at  the  Old  Union  Chapel.  The  church¬ 
yard  and  cemetery  were  cleaned  up  and  a 
fine  program  was  rendered.  The  pastor, 
Rev.  J.  C.  Clark,  has  things  well  in  hand. 
We  lost  one  of  our  members  in  the  person 
of  Mrs.  Olivia  Walker.  Collection  for  the 
day  was  $84.09.— G.  A.  Lashington,  Reporter. 

Toom$uba,  MUt. — Pleasant  Grove  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  is  stUl  alive.  In 
October  we  conducted  a  rally.  'The 
captains  reported  as  follows:  No.  1,  F. 
Logan,  $42JS0;  No.  2,  Mrs.  Lessie  Horn, 
$68.69;  total,  $110.89.  We  are  laboring  to 
put  the  program  over  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. — Miss  Maggie  V.  Parker,  Reporter. 

Union,  Mi$t. — November  20,  on  the  Union 
circuit,  Preare  Ch(q>el,  was  bank-opening  day. 
Tlte  bankers  reported  as  follows:  Jackson 
Bank,  Mrs.  Omma  Grissell,  $24.20;  Meridian 
Bank,  Miss  Ruth  Ernest,  $10.06 ;.  Philadelphia 
Bank,  Miss  Janie  Bradley,  $6.66;  Canton 
Babk,  Mrs.  Elisa  Houston,  $19;  Gulfport 
Bank,  Mrs.  Lena  Thomas,  $4.60;  total,  $64.60. 
— Rev.  J.  A.  WOliams,  Pastor;  Omma  Gris- 
sell.  Reporter. 

Marion,  N.  O. — ^Addies  Chapel  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  At  11  A.  M.,  November 
24,  our  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Shuford, 
preadied  a  Thanksgiving  sermon  from  Luke 
17.  17.  It  was  very  mspiring  to  all  who 
heard  him.  At  7.80  P.  M.  the  young  people 
rendered  a  proRam  which  was  excellent. 
Raised  for  the  day,  $62  for  World  Service. 
Pray  for  our  success. — Idella  C.  Ervin,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Lioingtton,  Texas. — OflScers  Chapel:  The 
Rev.  W.  M.  Holden,  pastor,  filled  his  appoint¬ 
ment,  Sunday,  December  4,  and  preached  a 
wonderful  sermon  from  the  subject,  “If  you 
have  not  the  spirit  of  Christ,  you  are  none 
of  his.”  We  are  few  in  number,  but  we  be¬ 
lieve  we  have  a  pastor  called  of  God,  and 
are  glad  to  have  him.  We  pray  that  much 

rd  will  be  accomplished  this  year. — Almira 
Officer,  Reporter. 

Starke,  Fla. — Sunday,  December  11,  was  a 
high  day  at  Mt  Moriah  Church.  Love  feast 
was  conducted,  the  last  for  the  vear  1927,  and 
the  Holv  Spirit  was  with  all  who  spoke.  We 
are  working  and  praying.  God  has  wonder- 
fullv  blessed  us  this  year,  and  under  the 
leadership  of  our  beloved  pastor  we  are  mak- 
Ing  proness  along  all  lines.  We  are  over  the 
top,  and  ask  that  the  general  church  pray  for 
us. — Rev.  R.  H.  Debose,  Pastor;  D.  Dell,  Re¬ 
porter. 


Alexander  City,  Ala. — Haven  Memorial 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  Our  pastor 
wishes  to  thank  the  ladies  for  a  davenette  set 
which  they  put  into  the  parsonage.  Our 
churdi  has  lifted  up  her  head  again.  And 
to  our  good  Bishop  Jones  we  will  show  how 
we  appreciate  his  sending  to  us  the  Rev.  G. 
W.  Brown  as  our  pastor,  by  going  over  the 
top.  We  have  on  a  $1,400  rally  for  the 
fourth  Sunday  in  March,  and  we  are  on  our 
way  to  the  top. — Irene  Hodge^  Reporter. 

Davis,  Okla. — A  storm  struck  the  residence 
where  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Simms  were 
stopping,  and  when  it  abated  the  dining 
table  was  covered  with  good  things  to  eat 
The  storm  was  led  by  Miss  Ardessie  Norman, 
a  teacher;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Freeman,  Miss 
Lue  E.  Thornton,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Freeman, 
Messrs.  John  Thornton,  Rube  Freeman,  Mc¬ 
Cain,  E.  G.  Moorland,  Mrs.  Thornton,  and 
Mrs.  Moorland.  Many  thanks,  with  God’s 
blessing  upon  you. — Miss  Ardessie  Norman, 
Reporter. 

Eutaw,  Ala. — A  reception  was  given  in 
honor  of  the  new  pastor  and  wife,  and  the 
new  district  superintendent  and  wife.  It  was 
a  grand  affair.  After  the  welcome  addresses 
were  made,  a  delicious  repast  was  served, 
which  everyone  enjoyed.  Welcome  addresses 
in  behalf  of  St.  Paul  Church  and  members 
was  made  by  the  Sunday-school  superintend¬ 
ent,  W.  A.  Vaughn;  from  the  First  Baptist 
Church  by  Mrs.  Gould;  responses  by  Super¬ 
intendent  F.  W.  Williams  and  wife,  and  Pas¬ 
tor  F.  J.  Jacob  and  wife.  George  Gordon  was 
master  of  ceremonies. — Reporter. 

'  La  Fayette,  La. — A  mock  Conference  was 
held  at  Mallfdleu  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  by  the  district  superintendent.  Rev. 
W.  J.  Hampton,  and  the  pastor.  Rev.  T.  J. 
Bridgett.  ^e  Rev.  Hampton  preached  a 
wonderful  sermon  from  the  book  of  1  Kings. 
Collection  amounted  to  $76.90.  Sixteen 
preachers  met  here  on  the  14th.  They  were 
welcomed  by  Miss  Bridgett;  a  paper  was 
read  by  Mrs.  Bridgett.  Two  soul-stirring 
sermons  were  preamied  by  the  Rev.  W.  S. 
Robinson  and  the  Rev.  Isaiah  Lodge. — 
Rev.  T.  J.  Bridgett,  Pastor;  R.  S.  Parker, 
Secretary. 

Edwards,  Miss. — This  charge  is  still  on  an 
upward  march.  On  the  first  Sunday  in  Oc¬ 
tober  the  pastor  and  members  put  on  a  rally 
to  build  two  churches  and  remodel  the  par¬ 
sonage.  Mt.  Zion  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  raised  $240;  Wesley  Chapel  put  on 
a  rally  on  the  fourth  Sunday  and  raised  $190; 
Kingsley  Chapel  raised  $100,  making  a  total 
of  ^80.  We  are  planning  to  complete  one 
church  and  remodd  the  parsonage  by  Jan¬ 
uary  26,  and  go  up  to  the  Annual  Confer- 


$21.66.— Mrs.  S.  C.  McDougald,  Reporter. 

Richland  Hitt,  La. — November  24  was  a 
high  day  at  Asbury  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  spiritual  tide  ran  high.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  paper  was  read  by  Miss  A.  D.  Moses 
on  “Thanksgiving”;  solo  by  Mrs.  C.  Jenkins, 
the  pastor’s  wife;  paper  by  Miss  C.  C.  Moses. 
The  Thanksgiving  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  pastSr  to  the  delight  of  all  who  heard 
him.  The  Rev.  Z.  Crosby  and  Bro.  Pitts  were 
present  with  us.  and  took  part  in  the  service. 
An  offering  of  ^.60  was  taken  for  the  pastor. 
The  pastor  and  wife.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  Jenkins, 
wish  to  thank  the  good  members  and  friends 
for  seven  bushels  of  sweet  potatoes,  three 
barrels  of  corn,  twelve  pounds  of  lard,  three 
pecks  of  meal,  one  gallon  and  a  half  of  syrup, 
a  hat  costing  $6,  and  one  shoulder  of  meat. 
May  God  bless  them  all. — Reporter. 

Pontiac,  Mich. — St.  John’s  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church:  We  feel  that  the  church  owes 
to  Mr.  A.  A.  McCaskill  a  vote  of  thanks  for 
the  wonderful  effort  made  by  him  in  the 
apron  reception,  conducted  by  the  League 
of  which  he  is  president.  The  Ladies’  Aid 
Society  raised  for  the  entertainment  $3.70; 
received  from  aprons,  $27.70;  total  raised  on 
that  night,  $31.40.  Miss  Woods,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Woods,  rendered  an  excellent  read¬ 
ing;  a  talk  was  made  by  Mr.  Duncan,  who  is 
president  of  the  Learae  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  white.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Dunlavy,  white,  of  Corbin,  Mich.,  made  an 
able  address.  The  pastor  and  members  are 
very  grateful  to  all  who  participated  In  the 
program.  St.  John  is  reaching  the  goal  by 
climbing  round  by  round.  We  have  raised 
over  $1,600  in  the  last  few  months.  Pray  for 
our  continued  success. — Rev.  A.  J.  Johnson, 
Pastor;  Mrs.  J.  R.  Montague,  Reporter. 

Decatur,  Ala. — King’s  Memorial:  Under 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  J.  W.  Whitfield,  as 
president  of  TTie  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society,  in  less  than  one  month  after  the  ad¬ 
journment  of  the  Annual  Conference  at  An¬ 
niston,  this  society  laid  on  the  table  in  the 
form  of  a  coal  rally  $89.62.  The  society  was 
divided  into  seven  clubs.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Whitfield, 
Club  No.  1,  $12.26;  Mrs.  Elisa  Banks,  No.  2, 
$16 AO;  Mrs.  A.  C.  RuflSn,  No.  8,  $16.76;  Mrs. 
Pearlie  Rhodes,  No.  4,  $6.90;  Mrs.  Mary  Jane 
Mosely,  No.  6,  $6.96;  Mrs.  Fronnie  Foster, 
No,  6,  $4;  Mrs.  J.  N.  Wallace,  No.  7,  $17.87; 
Pastor’s  Club,  $7.16.  Lost  year’s  coal  bill 
was  paid,  and  a  supply  laid  in  for  the  present 
year.  The  society  has  paid  up  its  annual  dues, 
and  has  done  this  aside  from  their  regular 
work.  We  have  raised  nearly  $400  since  the 
Annual  Conference.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Jones  was 
with  us  in  a  ten  days’  meeting.  The  church 
was  greatly  revived,  and  some  additions  were 
made.  Our  church  is  spiritually  alive. — Re¬ 
porter. 

Woodlawn,  Pa. — The  Thanksgiving  rally, 
under  the  direction  of  Clarence  Tyson,  J.  H. 
Ross,  Wm.  Holidav,  Peter  Hanks,  Henry 
T^son,  Jerry  Stephens,  Luther  Thompson, 
Wm.  Perdue,  Rev.  Frank  Mayers,  Sisters 
S.  L.  Woods,  Willie  Chapman,  Alice  Plnkard, 
M.  E.  Ross,  Mary  Williams,  Margaret  Jones, 
Emma  Perdue,  Estelle  Frye,  Texas  Stroaler, 
B.  Woods,  Ruth  Headen,  L,  Roupe,  and 
Ruth  Tyson,  was  a  financial  success.  A 
four-course  dinner  was  served,  and  over  $90 
was  raised.  Mrs.  Hattie  Hanks,  director  of 
music  of  our  church,  presented  a  Christmas 
cantata,  “True  Light  Cometh,”  December  26. 
She  was  assisted  by  Mrs.  Estelle  Frye  and 
Miss  Alice  Pinkard,  Sunday-school  teadiers. 
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Supper  wafi  served  at  36  cents  a  plate.  Our 
I  church  has  taken  on  new  life,  and  we  are 
having  great  spiritual  feasts,  and  our  finance 
is  better  than  ever  before  to  the  history  of 
the  church.  Our  pastor  has  the  Christ  spirit, 
and  we  are  willing  to  follow. — Mrs.  S.  L. 
Wood,  Secretary;  Rev.  F.  J,  Frye,  Pastor. 

Corpus  Chruti,  Texas. — St.  Paul  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church:  We  began  our  third  year’s 
work  here  Sunday,  December  11,  in  fine  shape. 
A  good  crowd  greeted  us  at  the  night  serv¬ 
ice.  One  member  was  added  to  the  church. 
We  see  nothing  but  success  ahead.  Our  many 
friends,  white  and  colored,  seem  to  be  proud 
of  our  return,  and  promise  their  unstinted 
support  in  the  erection  of  our  ten  thousand 
“dollar  church.  Dr.  Morris,  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension,  is  to 
be  with  us  during  the  month  of  February  to 
make  a  survey  for  our  new  church.  The 
church  will  do  well  to  help  this  struggling 
congregation  to  build  in  this  great  port  city, 
which  is  destined  to  be  the  leading  city  of  its 
kind  in  the  South.  Now  is  the  time  for  the 
church  to  lend  its  aid  while  our  white  friends, 
as  well  as  the  membership,  are  at  fever  heat, 
so  to  speak.  Corpus  Christ!  is  steadily  grow¬ 
ing.  The  population  is  estimated  at  ^,000, 
and  the  prediction  is  that  we  will  have  76,- 
OOO  twelve  months  hence. — W.  M.  White, 
Pastor. 

Benton,  Miss. — We,  the  pastor  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  are  filled  with  good  tidings,  and 
we  can  (mly  express  our  gratefulness  by 
saying,  “Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessings 
flow.”  The  dark  nights  are  past  and  the 
sun  of  success  is  shining.  We  had  a  suc¬ 
cessful  rally  on  October  30.  We  were  or¬ 
ganized  into  tribes,  each  tribe  representing 
a  month  of  the  year.  They  reported  as  fol¬ 
lows:  January,  Mr.  Jas.  Morton,  $8.90;  Feb¬ 
ruary,  Mr.  A.  J.  Pickett,  $80;  March,  Mr. 
P.  H.  Gills,  $8;  April,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Morton, 
$18;  May,  Mrs.  Mattie  Gills,  $4.37;  June, 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Tibbs,  $14.80;  July,  Mrs.  Mollie 
Walker,  $28.10;  August,  Mr.  A.  Elom,  $16; 
September,  Mr.  F. ,  Whisenton,  $8.60;  Octo¬ 
ber,  Mr.  E.  M.  Wliisenton,  $7.66;  November, 
*  Mr.  J.  M.  Tibbs,  $6.60;  December,  Mr.  H. 
i  ^  G.  Gordon,  $18.36.  The  captains  raised 
$168.47;  public  collection,  $1.68;  total,  $170. 
We  are  working  to  make  a  round  report 
along  all  lines  at  the  coming  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. — The  Rev.  H.  Holston,  Pastor;  Miss 
Mamie  C.  Johnson.  Reporter. 

LaOrange,  Oa. — Leete  Hill  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  has  taken  on  new  life  for  the 
new  Conference  year.  We  are  hoping  to  stand 
'  by  the  work  in  all  departments.  Our  pastor 
has  returned  from  Conference  and  has  gone 
on  the  job;  has  organized  the  budget  system, 
and  asked  all  members  to  pledge  for  the  year, 
which  will  take  care  of  all  expenses.  The 
members  are  exemplifying  a  spirit  of  loyalty 
and  ate  pledging  nicely.  I^e  names  an^ 
amounts  are  as  follows:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L. 
Bowie,  $90;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Bankston, 
$77 ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  B.  Turner  and  family. 
WO;  Mr.  F.  E.  Gray,  $62;  Miss  Dovie  Wil¬ 
liams,  $62;  Mr.  J.  Thomas,  $86;  Mr.  Will 
Thomas,  $36;  Mrs.  Clara  Baily,  $80;  Mrs. 
Mattie  Howard,  $26;  Mrs.  Florence  Carlisle, 
$26;  Mrs.  Jessie  James,  $26;  ^iss  W.  B. 
Folly,  $26;  Miss  F.  Lain,  $W;  Mrs.  Cora 
Smith,  $26;  Mr.  Abraham  Beasley,  $26;  Mrs. 
Pearlie  Cotton,  $25;  Mrs.  Julia  Culwright, 
$60;  Mrs.  Ludra  H€istor,  $20;  Mrs.  Fannie 
Truitt,  $6;  Mrs.  Lizzie  Smith,  $6;  Miss  M. 
Jackson,  W;  Mr.  W.  L.  Kendall,  WS;  Mr. 
H.  P.  Gaites,  $26;  Mr.  George  Booms,  $6; 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  H.  Jamerson,  $36;  Mr.  C. 
H.  Ward,  <$30. — James  Thornton,  Reporter. 

NeuhviUe,  Tenn. — The  battle  with  Satan 
was  quite  a  success.  We  won  fifteen  souls 
for  Christ.  Our  meeting  lasted  ten  days, 
with  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Crenshaw  at  his  best. 
The  Rev.  Mrs.  Luia  Alien  was  quite  success¬ 
ful  and  overjoyed  with  her  afternoon  prayer 
meetings  conducted  during  this  revival.  Tlie 
Y.  C.  W.  Oub  met  with  little  Miss  Joy 
Frakes.  Gladys  Malone  had  charge  of  the 
devotional  services.  All  members  responded 
with  dues  and  quotations.  One  new  member 
was  added  to  the  roll.  Bishop  Scott  was 
with  us  on  a  recent  Sunday  at  the  11  o’clock 
hour.  He  was  full  of  messages  for  the  young 


people,  but  will  live  in  the  hearts  of  all  the 
older  ones  as  well  as  the  young.  His  text 
was  taken  from  St.  Mark  14.  62.  The  Sunday 
school  is  doing  all  that  is  to  its  power  to 
make  the  Christmas  program  what  it  should 
be.  The  pastor  wishes  to  thank  the  North¬ 
east  Side  Club  for  the  storm  given  by  them 
recently.  It  was  a  pleasant  surprse.  Many 
baskets  of  select  groceries  were  left  for  the 
pastor’s  comfort.  Those  to  the  party  were: 
Sisters  F.  Harvell,  Nancy  Crawford,  Susie 
Willis,  and  Brother  Sam  Rucker. — ^The  Rev. 
H.  P.  Gordon,  Pastor;  Georgia  Williams, 
Reporter. 

Forest,  Miss. — A  grand  pew  rally  was  con¬ 
ducted  at  Lynch  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  November  20.  The  membersnip  was 
divided  into  twenty-four  different  pews,  with 
a  captain  and  a  leader.  Each  captain  and 
leader  was  to  raise  $26  before  going  over 
the  tcm.  They  worked  strenuously  to  make 
the  affair  a  success,  llie  reporto  were  as 
follows:  Mesdames  M.  Gresham,  $6.60;  V. 
Garrett,  $7.66;  F.  Whittington,  $28.80;  E. 
Burge,  $26.01;  Mat.  Adams,  $36;  L.  Ware, 
$26^6;  E.  Buckley,  $18.26;  L.  Edwards, 
$9.28;  M.  Harper,  $12.16;  N.  Weights,  $6.60; 
A.  C^ker,  $6;  M.  Freeman,  $26;  E.  Boddie, 
$18.20;  N.  Broadfoot,  $26.70;  R.  Robinson, 
^.10;  L.  Davis,  $10;  S.  Robinson,  $9.80;  N. 
Pruitt,  $6;  P.  McLaurin,  $8;  K.  Jefferson, 
$16.26;  C.  Tuker,  $9.68;  Misses  A.  M.  Smith, 
$38.26;  V.  L.  Ware,  $29.26;  together  with 
money  raised  from  other  sources,  the  total 
amount  raised  was  $360.  The  pew  rally  was 
conducted  for  the  indebtedness  of  the  church. 
We  have  a  large  number  of  loyal  members 
at  this  church.  We  thank  our  Baptist  friends 
and  others  of  Concord  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  for  their  help.  The  Rev.  J.  T.  Davis, 
the  pastor,  preached  a  great  sermon.  The 


District 

District  Rounds 

BLUEFIELD  DISTRICT 
First  Round — Gary,  January  7,  8;  Thorpe 
and  Wilco,  14,  16;  Williamson,  2i,  22;  Blue- 
field,  Bethel,  28,  29;  Amoneate,  29,  80;  Welch, 
February  4,  6;  Excelsior,  6,  6;  Anawalt,  11, 
12;  Princeton,  18,  19;  Bluefleld,  John  Stew¬ 
art,  19,  20;  Pearisburg,  26,  26;  laptop,  March 
8,  4;  Tazewell,  4,  6;  Pocahontas  Parish,  10, 
11;  Northfork,  17,  18. 

Brothers:  As  you  see,  this  round  brings 
us  near  Easter,  at  which  time  we  are  hoping 
to  report  a  large*  inrathertog  of  souls,  and 
the  bulk  of  our  World  Service.  Remember 
that  Lincoln  Sunday  is  the  rally  day  for  Mor¬ 
ristown  College,  so  let  us  make  a  strong  ef¬ 
fort  to  bring  up  the  larger  amount  of  our 
pledge  on  that  day.  Don’t  forget  the  South¬ 
western  Christian  Advocate.  As  ever,  your 
brothev.  B.  J.  Martin,  Dist.  Supt. 

DICKSON  DISTRICT 
Second  Round — Lawrenceburg,  January  7, 
8;  Clifton,  14,  16;  Howard,  21,  22;  Mount 
Pleasant,  28,  29;  Lexington,  February  4,  6; 
Mansfield,  11,  12;  Springville,  18,  19;  Paris, 
26,  26;  Dover,  March  8,  4;  Cumberland  Fur¬ 
nace,  10,  11;  Dickson,  17,  18;  Franklin,  24,  26; 
Farmington,  81  to  April  1;  Lewisburg,  14„16; 
Shelbyville,  21,  22;  Spring  Hill,  28,  29. 

Dear  Brethren:  I  am  closing  my  first  round. 
I  am  very  grateful  to  the  Lord  and  you  for 
the  success  we  have  had  this  quarter.  Within 
two  weeks  after  the  Conference,  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Meridith,  we 
had  purchased  a  double  tower  brick  church  in 
Columbia,  Tenn.  This  is  destined  to  be  one 
of  the  leading  churches  in  this  section  of  the 
State  if  properly  looked  after.  The  Rev. 
Ransom  has  purchased  a  large  stove  for  the 
church  at  Lexington  and  done  some  repair 
work  on  the  parsonage.  The  Rev.  Burcn  is 
going  forward  with  his  new  parsonage  which, 
when  completed,  will  be  second  to  none  on 
the  district,  and  all  of  the  brethren  seem  to 
be  moving  nicely  with  their  World  Service 
collections.  During  this  quarter  there  will  be 
two  great  days,  namely:  Lincoln’s  birthday 
and  Easter.  Dr.  Penn  will  write  you  con¬ 
cerning  the  work.  So  let’s  make  a  strong 
pull  for  our  own  Walden.  Let  Walden  be 


Rev.  G.  W.  Adams,  our  pastor,  is  a  wide¬ 
awake  man  and  knows  how  to  put  the  pro¬ 
gram  over.  We  all  are  hoping  to  have  Dim 
with  us  for  another  year.  During  the  Quar¬ 
terly  Conference  the  members  enressed  their 
wish  for  the  pastor’s  return. — ^The  Rev.  G. 
W.  Adams,  Pastor;  Miss  Velma  L.  Ware, 
Reporter. 

LagtonsvUle,  Md. — Sunday,  October  81,  was 
a  day  long  to  be  remembers  at  Brook  Grove 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  LaytonsviUe, 
Md.  It  was  the  occasion  of  our  $1,000  calen¬ 
dar  rally,  under  the  auspices  of  the  trustees, 
to  liquidate  the  church  Indebtedness  on  par¬ 
sonage  and  property.  Twdve  women,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  months  of  the  year,  proved  their 
worth  by  their  untiring  efforts,  both  day  and 
night,  to  lead  the  forces  to  vlctorv.  The 
plan  was  outlined  by  our  pastor,  the  Rev. 
H.  A.  Brooks,  which  was  heartily  endorsed 
by  the  entire  official  board.  At  11  o’clock 
the  district  superintendent,  Rov.  R.  F.  Coates, 
brought  us  a  timely  message  from  Isa.  61.  1; 
theme,  “The  Glory  of  the  Gospel.”  At  8 
o’clock  the  Rev.  J.  Tolson,  of  Baltimore, 
filled  the  pulpit  with  a  stirring  message  from 
St.  Mark  1-  16-  Immediately  following  the 
discourse  the  months  made  their  reports  as 
follows:  January,  Mrs.  Mary  Coplto,  $107.26; 
February,  Mrs.  Isabelle  Johnson,  $119.86; 
March,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Frazier,  $66.26;  April, 
Mrs.  Susie  Prather,  $62;  May,  Mrs.  Lila 
Washington,  $92i36;  June,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Riggs,  $78.26;  July,  Mrs.  Mabel  Frasier, 
$101.60;  August,  Mrs.  Harriet  Plununer, 
$119.86;  September,  Mrs.  Hattie  Brown, 
$28.60;  October,  Mrs.  Willie  E.  Prather, 
$169.60;  November,  Mrs.  Maud  Dorsey, 
$96.03;  December,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Johnson, 
$26.18;  g^and  total,  $1,041.67. — Mrs.  Carro- 
leasia  R.  Howard,  Reporter. 


Activities 

your  watchword  from  now  until  then,  after 
which  let  us  turn  our  ajiention  to  Easter, 
and  let  us  make  this  not  the  greater  Easter, 
but  the  greatest  Easter.  Levs  go  over  the 
top  with  full  a.ssessment.  Wishing  you  and 
your  families  a  happy  New  Year,  I  am  your 
brother  in  joys  and  sorrow. — R.  A.  Dowell, 
District  Superintendent,  Shelbyville,  Tenn. 

HANNIBAL  DISTRICT 
Fourth  Round — Troy,  January  7,  8;  Mo- 
berly,  15,  16;  Montgomery,  22,  23;  Elsberry, 
28,  29;  Wright  City,  February  1;  Foristell, 
2;  Williamsburg,  6;  Wellsville,  6;  Fayette, 
li,  12;  Clarksvule,  i8,  19;  Columbia,  18,  19; 
Louisiana,  26,  26;  Mexico,  March  4,  6;  Ful¬ 
ton,  4,  6;  New  Florence,  6;  Jonesburg,  7; 
Truesdale,  8;  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  14,  16; 
Hannibal,  24,  26;  Parish  Fork,  April  3;  New 
Bloomfield,  4;  Curryville,  6;  Bowling  Green, 
7,  8;  Sturgeon,  7,  8. 

Dear  Brethren:  The  Central  Missouri  Con¬ 
ference  convenes  at  Union  Memorial  Church, 
April  18.  You  promised  me  at  the  District 
Conference  that  you  would  have  an  increase 
on  World  Service.  I  am  expecting  you  to 
do  it.  Raise  your  Episcopal  Fund,  Confer¬ 
ence  Claimants,  and  General  Conference  ex¬ 
penses  in  full;  send  it  to  the  office.  Don’t 
forget  the  area  budget  and  Southwestern. — 
Chas.  S.  Webster,  Dist.  Supt. 

KNOXVILLE  DISTRICT 
Second  Round — Mountain  City,  December 
81,  January  1;  Johnson  City,  7,  8;  Greene- 
ville,  14,  16;  Rising  Sun,  21,  22;  Knoxville, 
East  Vine  Avenue,  28,  29;  Greenevllle  Ct., 
February  4,  6;  Knoxville,  Seney  Chapel,  11, 
12;  Knoxville,  Lonsdale,  12,  13;  Russellville, 
18,  19;  Jefferson  City,  at  Tate,  25,  26;  Knox¬ 
ville  Ct.,  at  Tazewell,  March  3,  4;  Newport, 
10,  11;  Clinton,  17,  18;  Morristown,  24,  25. 

Dear  Brethren:  Don’t  fail  to  present  every 
cause  of  the  church.  Do  not  be  satisfied  with 
anything  but  your  best.  Save  the  future 
church,  which  is  the  church  school.  Keep  the 
revival  fire  burning.  Remember,  we  are  to 
the  biggest  business  in  the  world,  that  of 
saving  souls.  L«t  us  begin  the  new  year  with 
a  revival.  Let  every  minister  and  as  many 
laymen  as  possible  attend  the  “Conference  on 
Evangelism,”  which  will  be  held  January  81 
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TIE  SEASON’S  OREHIIOS 

from  the 

CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 

of 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  PERIODICALS 

•  Headquartere  {  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Throughout  1 928  keep  always  in 
mind  that  this  Department  offers 
to  all  Methodist  Episcopal  Sun¬ 
day  Schools  expert  assistance  re¬ 
garding  the  selection  of  proper 
International  Uniform  and  Inter¬ 
national  Group  Lessons  with  cor¬ 
responding  teachers’  helps  and 
story  papers  to  fit  individual  need 
and  community  demand. 

This  Department  stands  ready 
at  all  times  to  send  descriptive 
circulars,  order  blanks,  terms  of 
free  trial  subscription,  catalogues, 
and  to  answer  questions  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Sunday  School  Periodicals. 
Correspondence  invited.  Address 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern 


Schedule  of  Annual  Conferences,  Spring,  1928 
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Conference 

Place 

Date 

Bishop 

South  Florida 

Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

January  12 

Richardson 

Florida 

Gainesville,  Fla. 

January  19 

Richardson 

Mississippi 

Jackson,  Miss. 

January  26 

Thirkield 

Upper  Mississippi 

Grenada,  Miss. 

February  1 

Mead 

Washington 

Baltimore,  Md. 

March  21 

Locke 

Delaware 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

March  28 

Jones 

Lexington 

Chicago,  Ill. 

April  11 

Clair 

Central  Missouri 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

April  18 

Clair 

Hagan,  11,  12;  Reidsville,  18,  19;  Asbury,  26, 
27;  Haven  Home  (3  P.  M.)  26;  Mt.  Vernon, 
March  8,  4>. 

Dear  Brethren:  Let  us  forget  the  past 
failures,  remembering  the  infinite  love  and 
mercy  of  God,  assured  of  the  presence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  knowing  that  Christ  is  here 
to  enter  the  new  year  with  us.  The  evan- 
gelisitc  meeting  at  Jacksonville  should  be  an 
inspiration  to  those  who  were  present.  Let 
us  pray  that  this  will  be  a  record-breaking 
year  for  soui  saving.  Remember  the  Babe 
that  was  born  in  a  manger  while  remembering 
our  friends,  bv  sending  Dr.  Auman,  740  Rush 
St.,  Chicago,  Ill.,  a  check  for  World  Service. 
The  World  Service,  Council  and  District 
Stewards’  Meeting  will  be  held  at  Jesup, 
January  10.  All  pastors,  stewards,  and  presi¬ 
dents  of  auxiliaries  are  expected  to  be  pres¬ 
ent.— S.  D.  Bankston,  District  Superintend¬ 
ent,  628  W.  39th  St.,  Savannah,  Ga. 


The  World  Service,  District  Stewards’  and 
Pastors’  Council  will  meet  with  the  Trinity 
Church,  Millen,  Ga;,  January  11.  Let  all, 
pastors  of  district.  World  Service  represent-' 
atives,  and  representatives  of  The  Womtm’s 
Home  Missionary  Society,  Ladies’  Aid  So¬ 
ciety,  and  laymen’s  organisations  be  present. 
— W.  H.  Odum.  Dist.  Supt.  (New  address, 
326  Winthrop  Avenue,  Millen,  Ga.) 


Quarterly  Conferences 


to  February  1,  in  the  First  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  (white),  Knoxville,  Tenn.  Our 
advance  in  World  Service  giving  last  year 
was  great  ($238).  Let  us  go  just  a  little 
further  this  year.  Morristown  College  is 
looking  for  $6,000  this  year.  Let  us  do  our 
part.  Please  raise  at  once  the  balance  due 
for  General  Conference  expense.  Remember, 

I  stand  ready  to  help  in  any  way^  I  can. 
Don’t  forget  the  Southwestern  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate. — F.  D.  Johnson,  Dist.  Supt. 

LAGRANGE  DISTRICT 

Pint  Round — Warren  Temple,  December 
‘’•18,  19;  South  LaGrange  .Ct.,  31,  January  1; 
Woodbury  and  Manchester,  7,  8;  Zcbulon  Ct., 
14,  16;  Arbor,  Harris,  and  Spring  Chapel, 
21,  22;  West  Point  and  Union  Springs,  28, 
29 ;  La  Grange  Ct.,  February  4,  6 ;  Whitesville, 
Smith  Cross,  and  Plney  Grove,  11,  12;  Leete 
Hill,  17-19;  Greenville  and  Stovall,  26,  26; 
Odessa  and  Moundville,  March  3,  4;  Colum¬ 
bus,  11,  12;  Culloden,  Russellville,  and  Yates- 
vllle,  17,  18. 

Dear  Brethren:  I  want  to  thank  you  for 
your  loyalty  during  the  past  year;  also  the 
laymen  and  auxiliary  boards  of  the  district. 
At  the  session  of  our  last  Annual  Conference, 

,  a  per  cent  of  the  pastors’  reports  showed 
that  they  and  the  good  people  they  served 
went  over  the  top  along  certain  lines,  while 
some  of  the  reports  didnT  make  quite  as  good 
a  showing  as  we  had  hoped  for;  but,  the  Lord 
willing,  we  will  have  another  chance  at  it. 
May  I  urge,  itart  now.  Our  District  Stew¬ 
ards  and  Pastors’  Council  will  meet  in  Rust 
Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Green¬ 
ville,  Ga.,  January  12,  at  10.30  A.  M.  I  want 
every  pastor,  every  president  of  the  auxil¬ 
iary  boards;  and  every  district  steward  to 
be  present.  God  has  trusted  this  work  to 
our  care.  Let  us,  in  His  name,  put  it  over. 
Let  every  pastor  look  well  to  the  interest 
of  the  Southwestern  Christian  Advocate.  It 
is  ours;  let  us  place  it  in  every  home  pos¬ 
sible.— J.  B.  Maddux,  Dist.  Supt. 


SEDALIA  DISTRICT 

Fourth  Bound— Warrensburg,  Januan^  7, 
8;  Dresden,  9;  Sweet  Springs,  14,  16;  Hous- 
tonla,  16;  Georgetown  (morning),  22;  Smith- 
ton  (afternoon),  22;  Versailles,  27;  Califor¬ 
nia,  28,  29;  Harrlsonvllle,  February  4,  6; 
Butler,  6;  Windsor,  10;  Clinton,  11,  12;  Ap¬ 
pleton  City,  13;  Osceola,  14;  Carthage,  19, 
20;  Newtonia,  22;  Neosho,  23;  Joplin,  26-28; 
Marshfield,  29;  Lebanon,  Varch  1;  Rolla,  2; 
Springfield,  4,  6;  Greenfield  Ct.,  10,  11; 
Knobnoster,  18;  Chilhowee,  19;  Sedalla,  26, 
26;  Holden,  April  6;  Lamonte,  10. 

Dear  Brother:  There  is  much  to  be  done 
and  the  time  is  short.  We  are  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  the  closing  of  a  great  year’s  work, 
that  can  best  be  done  by  every  pastor  report¬ 
ing  his  charge  100  per  cent.  Our  World 
Service  program  is  running  behind  each 
month.  Let  us  plan  now  to  equal  last  year’s 
record  on  or  before  March  1.  Some  of  the 
pastors  have  reported  100  per  cent.  Are  you 
in  that  number?  Your  other  claims  are  just 
as  important  as  the  World  Service.  Do  not 
forget  the  area  budget.  The  bishop  expects 
to  hear  from  you  monthly.  The  Southwest¬ 
ern  Christian  Advocate  plays  an  important 
part  in  the  life  of  your  church.  Urge  your 
official  family  to  read  this  paper.  Let  us 
strive  to  make  this,  the  last  quarter,  a  spir¬ 
itual  one.  You  can  do  that  best  by  preach¬ 
ing  spiritual  sermons. — E.  L.  McAllister, 
Dist.  Supt. 

WAYCROSS  DISTRICT 

First  Round — Barnesville,  December  31  to 
January  1;  Macon  Station,  6-8;  Blackshear, 
13-16;  Waycross  Station,  20-22;  Waycross 
Ct.,  28,  29;  Bainbrldge,  February  4,  6;  Val¬ 
dosta,  17-19;  Cordele,  11,  12;  Patterson,  26, 
26;  Folkston,  March  3,  4. 

Dear  Brethren:  Let  each  one  lay  well  the 
foundation  and  go  to  his  task  doubting 
nothing,  and  success  is  sure.  District  Stew¬ 
ards’  Meeting  and  Pastors’  Council,  North 
End,  January  4,  1928,  at  Barnesville,  Ga.; 
South  End,  January  26,  1928,  at  Waycross, 
Ga.— D.  R.  Cooper,  District  Superintendent, 
407  Blackwell  St.,  Waycross,  Ga. 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held  at 
Jordan  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
December  6,  with  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Reddix,  the 
efficient  district  superintendent,  in  the  chair. 
He  dispatched  with  ease  the  business  of  the 
Conference.  After  a  few  brief  remarks  by 
the  Rev.  Reddix,  some  very  favorable  and 
encouraging  reports  were  rendered  by  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  J.  S.  Dickson,  and  officers.  We  are 
striving  to  put  the  program  over  the  top.  The 
superintencfent  was  paid  in  full,  $13.20.  'This 
is  one  of  the  best  Conferences  held  at  Jordan 
Chapel.  We,  the  officers  and  members,  are 
very  thankful  to  Bishop  Jones  for  sending  to 
us  this  Conference  year  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Dick¬ 
son  as  pastor.  The  church  has  taken  on  new 
life  under  his  leadership.  The  pastor  and 
wife  have  our  interest  at  heart,  and  with 
their  hearty  co-operation  we  expect  to  do 
great  things  for  the  Master.  “Faithful  and 
True”  is  our  motto. — Mrs.  Laura  Cyrus,  Sec¬ 
retary. 

CLINTON,  TENN. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  As-  _ 
bury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held  " 
Saturday  evening,  December  10,  with  our  be¬ 
loved  district  superintendent.  Dr.  F.  D.  John¬ 
son,  presiding.  The  Conference  was  called  to 
order  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  A.  F.  Shockley,  after 
which  Dr.  Johnson  began  the  work  of  the 
Conference  in  his  brotherly  way.  A  number 
of  officers  were  present  with  good  reports. 
On  Sunday  Dr.  Johnson  preached  a  soul¬ 
stirring  sermon.  Our  hearts  were  made  to  re¬ 
joice.  The  superintendent  expressed  himself 
as  being  highly  pleased  with  tne  condition  of 
the  church.  We  hope  to  do  great  work  this 
Conference  year.  Tne  spiritual  tide  Is  high; 
and  wherever  this  is  true,  victory  is  assured. 
— Mrs.  Lula  T.  Shockley,  Reporter. 


EOLA,  LA. 

Our  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
November  29  at  Simpson  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  by  our  beloved  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton,  who  was 
well  pleased  with  our  work.  Brotherly  love 
and  harmony  existed  throughout  the  Cionfer- 
ence  session.  We  expect  to  do  great  work 
this  Conference  year  under  the  leadership  of 
our  pastor,  the  Rev.  Frank  Alridge,  who  is  a 
splendid  leader. — Steven  Williams,  Reporter. 


SAVANNAH  DISTRICT 

First  Round — Brunswick  Ct.,  December  31 
to  January  1;  Brunswick,  Grace,  8,  9;  Arco 
Mission  (8  P.  M.),  8;  Jesup,  14,  16;  Baxley, 
21,  22;  Vidalia,  28,  29;  Fair  Haven  Mission 
(3  P.  M.),  28;  Waynesville,  February  4,  6; 


WAYNESBORO  DISTRICT 
First  Round— St.  Mark,  Augusta,  Decem¬ 
ber  11,  12;  Rocky  Ford,  17,  18;  Newington, 
Lee,  and  Clyo,  24,  25;  Millen,  31,  January  1; 
Statesboro,  at  Brannen,  7,  8;  Sylvania  Ct., 
14,  16;  Pulaski  Ct.,  21,  22;  Asbury,  Haven, 
and  Gough,  28,  29 ;  Summit,  Portal,  and  Met- 
ter,  February  4,  6;  Charlestown,  11,  12;  Dub¬ 
lin,  17-19;  Hiltonia,  Leets,  and  Oak  Grove, 
26,  26;  Herndon,  Midville,  and  Wadley,  a! 
Herndon.  March  3,  4. 

Dear  Brethren:  With  this  we  begin  an¬ 
other  year’s  work  for  our  Lord.  Let  us  count 
it  a  high  privilege  and  go  in  to  win  the  day. 


EUTAW,  ALA. 

The  first  Quarterly  Conference  was  held 
December  2,  with  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Williams, 
our  new  district  superintendent,  in  the  chair. 
Due  to  the  inclement  weather,  we  were  some¬ 
what  hindered,  but  in  spite  o€  that,  the  re¬ 
ports  showed  great  improvement  along  all 
lines.  Paid  this  quarter  as  follows:  Pastor, 
$106.60;  superintendent  in  full,  $34;  trustees, 
$187;  raised  for  Mission,  $3.18;  for  the  poor, 
$1.60;  total,  $281.18. — Geo.  Gordon,  Reporter. 

POTTS  CAMP,  MISS. 

The  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of  the 
Potts  Camp  charge  was  held  December  3, 
the  Rev.  A.  G.  Cole,  district  superintendent, 
presiding.  The  Conference  had  a  larger  at¬ 
tendance  at  St.  Mary  Chapel  than  ever  be¬ 
fore.  The  reports  of  the  pastor  and  officials 
showed  that  the  churches  were  alive  along  all 
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lines  of  church  work,  and  everything  was  mov¬ 
ing  with  peace  and  harmony.  The  district 
superintendent  was  paid  In  full;  total  amount 
raised  during  the  session  was  ^2.  Dr.  Cole 
has  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  church  in 
this  charge  with  wisdom;  he  has  shown  him¬ 
self  the  big  brother  and  safe  leader,  and  has 
won  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  pas¬ 
tor  and  people.  Mrs.  Annie  Jackson,  of  St. 
Marv  Chapel,  was  confirmed  as  lay  delegate 
to  the  Conference;  Mr.  Floyd  Cooper, 
reserve. — G.  Orange,  Pastor;  S.  K.  Weather- 
all,  Recording  Steward. 

STARK VILLE,  MISS. 

We  closed  our  fourth  Quarterly  Confer¬ 
ence  on  the  Starkville  circuit,  November  26, 
with  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Talbert,  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  presiding.  After  the  devotional 
service,  he  made  a  strong  and  convincing  talk 
along  the  line  of  church  work,  then  took  up 
the  business  of  the  Conference.  The  pastor. 
Rev.  G.  W.  Weatherly,  and  the  officers  were 
present  with  written  reports,  which  showed 
advancement  over  all  previous  quarters.  Al¬ 
though  death  has  broken  the  official  ranks  by 
taking  Bro.  Field  Osby,  one  of  the  old  lead¬ 
ers,  we  are  thankful  that  we  are  able  to  re¬ 
port  this  quarter  as  follows:  Paid  pastor, 
$254.47;  district  superintendent,  $40;  the 
bishop,  $10;  Conference  Claimants,  $10;  area 
expense,  $14;  raised  for  building,  $276;  World 
Service,  ^24;  other  money  raised,  $26.  Our 
pastor  has  been  busy  this  quarter.  There  were 
fifteen  conversions  for  the  quarter.  The  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  preached  a  splendid  ser¬ 
mon  and  administered  the  sacrament  to 
seventy-five  precious  souls.  This  is  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent’s  last  year  and  last  quar¬ 
ter  on  this  circuit,  and  was  the  best  of  the 
six  years.  We  bid  him  Godspeed  for  suc¬ 
cess.  We  sent  in  five  subscriptions  to  the 
Southwestern  Christian  Advocate. — Miss 
Rosie  Rogers,  Reporter. 

TROY,  ALA. 

We  are  very  glad  to  report  that  Sunday 
was  a  high  day  with  us.  Our  district  super¬ 
intendent,  the  Rev.  P.  P.  Wright,  was  pres¬ 
ent  and  preached  two  great  sermons.  '  He 
also  addressed  the  Sunday  school  and  Junior 
League.  We  paid  him  for  this  quarter,  $15. 
— Will  Hobdy,  Reporter. 

District  Conference  and 
Convention 

The  first  Preachers’  Meeting  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District  was  held  in  Mallalieu  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  Lafayette,  La.,  De¬ 
cember  14,  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Bridgett,  pas¬ 
tor.  The  meeting  was  opened  by  the 
district  superintendent:.  Rev.  W.  J.  Hampton. 
The  Rev.  T.  A.  Bailey  was  elected  president; 
the  Rev.  J.  D.  McCain,  vice-president.  After 
which  the  roll  was  called,  and  sixteen  min¬ 
isters  reported  their  work,  which  showed 
great  improvement  along  all  lines.  The 
brethren  agreed  to  pay  $1  each  per  month  to 
the  district  superintendent  on  his  house  rent. 
The  Rev.  J.  C.  Harris,  presiding  elder  of  the 
Crowley  District  Colored  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  was  introduced  and  spoke  highly 
of  the  work  being  done.  The  Rev.  W.  S. 
Jones  reviewed  the  Sunday-school  les.son  in 
a  very  timely  manner.  The  night  session  was 
grand.  A  welcome  address  was  made  by  little 
Miss  Pearlie  Lee  Bridgett;  an  interesting  pa¬ 
per  was  read  by  Mrs.  T.  J.  Bridgett.  'The 
Revs.  W.  S.  Robinson  and  I.  H.  Lodge  each 
preached  strong  sermons,  which  reflected 
much  credit  upon  themselves. — R.  S.  Parker, 
Reporter. 

Crescent  City  Note 

8t.  Matthew  Methodist  Episcopal  Church — 
The  Ladies’  Aid  proved  itself  a  charming 
hostess  a  few  weeks  ago  when  a  hearty  re¬ 
ception  was  given  in  honor  of  the  return  of 
the  pastor  from  Conference.  Welcome  ad¬ 
dress  was  delivered  by  Miss  S.  Rosier;  re¬ 
sponse  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Garrett.  We  were 
pleased  to  have  with  us  the  Rev.  G.  H.  J. 
Devore  and  Mr.  Franklin,  who  made  a  few 
remarks  in  behalf  of  the  pastor.  An  elab¬ 
orate  table  was  spread  and  a  palatable  menu 
was  served.  The  Sunday  school  was  well 
attended  on  Sunday.  Our  efficient  superin¬ 


tendent,  Mr.  P.  ‘  utler,  is  working  faithfully 
with  the  Sunday  school.  An  excellent  talk 
was  made  to  the  school  by  the  Rev.  C.  C. 
Bryant.  We  were  pleased  to  have  with  us 
on  Sunday  night  our  distinguished  district 
superintendent  in  the  person  of  the  Rev. 
Jesse  David,  who  preached  a  wonderful  ser¬ 
mon  from  St.  Tdark  16.  15.  Mr.  Webster 
Carrol,  of  Houma,  La.,  was  happily  married 
to  Miss  Hilda  Bradley,  of  Algiers,  on  No¬ 
vember  23,  1927,  by  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Robinson. 
Mrs.  Carrol  is  a  refined  young  women,  reared 
in  this  community.  May  happiness  and  long 
life  be  theirs.  A  reception  was  given  on 
Thanksgiving  in  honor  of  our  district  super¬ 
intendent,  by  the  Busy  Bee  Club.  The  guests 
were  served  a  delicious  menu.  The  affair  was 
enjoyed  by  all  present. — Gladys  A.  Colan, 
Reporter. 

Indianapolis  District  Sug- 
gest-o-graphs 

Whether  a  church  is  large  or  small.  It 
ought  to  have  a  church  office.  It  may  be  in 
the  church  where  there  is  room  for  it,  or  it 
may  have  to  find  its  quarters  in  the  par¬ 
sonage.  Where  the  office  is  in  the  church, 
it  keeps  the  doors  of  the  church  open  most 
all  the  time.  People  should  be  invited  to 
come  -in  and  rest  and  pray.  The  church  is 
beginning  to  realise  that  its  plant  is  an  in¬ 
vestment,  and  should  be  used  a  great  deal 
more  than  just  on  Sundays  and  a  few  hours 
during  the  week.  I  see  the  word  “Welcome” 
printed  in  large  letters  on  the  front  of  many 
churches,  and  those  same  churches  are  closed 
most  of  the  time.  Welcome  is  not  a  thing 
that  can  be  dispensed  by  painted  signs — or 
by  words  or  handshakes  for  that  matter. 
Welcome  must  be  demonstrated  by  the  willing 
sacrifice  of  people  on  fire  with  a  passion  for 
humanity.  In  every  church  office  there  should 
be  a  complete  and  accurate  set  of  records. 
We  need  not  stop  to  say  that  most  churches 
have  been  exceedingly  lax  in  this  matter.  The 
way  members  have  been  allowed  to  slip  out 
of  the  church  and  become  lost  is  nothing  short 
of  shameful.  We  have  a  saying  that  “Figures 
won’t  lie,”  but  most  church  figures  do.  Seek 
out  suggestions  on  how  to  keep  a  church  rec¬ 
ord.  Space  will  not  permit  me  to  discuss 
this  as  fully  as  I  should  like  to  do.  Again, 
use  your  church  office  to  circularize  your 
membership  and  constituency.  Let  your  of¬ 
fice  be  a  clearing  house  for  church  engage¬ 
ments  and  thereby  keep  your  program  al¬ 
ways  in  sight  where  there  shall  be  no  con¬ 
flicts  and  misunderstandings. 

Obituaries 

STARR— The  Rev.  G.  W.  Starr,  a  local 
preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Douglasville,  Ga.,  departed  this  life  October 
22,  1927.  He  was  loved  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  many  friends  to 
mourn  his  passing.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  past,or.  Rev.  McPherson.  The 
body  was  laid  to  rest  with  honors  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge,  of  which  he  was  a  member. — 
The  Rev.  Y.  T.  Fredrick,  Reporter, 

STEVENS — Brother  Cotney  Stevens,  of  Pop- 
larville.  Miss.,  passed  to  his  reward  on  No¬ 
vember  26,  1927,  in  the  hospital  at  Laurel, 
Miss.  He  was  a  faithful  and  loyal  member 
of  Newton  Chapel  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Picayune  circuit,  and  died  in  full 
triumph  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Ford.  His 
remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  White  Sand 
cemetery. — Reporter. 

THOMAS — Sister  Roberta  Thomas  j)assed 
from  labor  to  reward,  November  21,  1927. 
She  was  born  in  Mansfield,  I.a.,  on  Vanburn 
Street,  May  13,  1868.  was  converted  in  1892, 
and  joined  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  under  the 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.  F.  Harvey.  After  the 
erection  of  Thomas  Chapel,  she  moved  her 
membership  there  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Rev.  J.  O.  Brown,  and  fought  bravely  for 
forty-three  years.  In  1885  she  was  married 
to  Mr.  Jeff  D.  Thomas,  and  to  this  union 
eleven  children  were  horn.  She  was  a  de¬ 
voted  wife  and  loving  mother.  In  1922  her 
health  failed,  but  through  all  her  suffering 
she  never  lost  faith  in  Christ,  She  was  the 
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sister  of  the  Rev.  F.  D.  Thomas.  She  leaves 
to  mourn  her  passing,  husband,  one  sister, 
eight  daughters,  three  sons,  two  grandchil¬ 
dren.  Her  funeral  was  preached  by  the  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  I.  E.  Badie,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
Taylor,  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  body  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Union  cemetery. — Mrs.  I. 
E.  Badie,  Reporter. 

TRAVIS — Henrietta  Travis  died  November 
7,  1927,  after  a  long  iUness.  She  was  born 
May  2,  1870,  fifty-seven  years  ago.  She  took 
Jesus  as  her  partner  and  personal  Saviour  at 
the  age  of  twelve  and  joined  old  Peter’s 
Grove  Methodist  Episcop^  Church  in  West 
Tennessee,  until  moving  to  Nashville  in  1899, 
where  she  became  a  member  of  Seay  Chapel 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was  united 
in  holy  wedlock  to  William  T.  C.  Travis,  later 
the  Rev.  William  T.  C.  Travis,  to  which  union 
six  boys  and  eight  girls  were  born.  Sister 
Travis  was  a  good  mother,  home  lover,  and 
adviser,  always  looking  on  the  bright  side  of 
life.  Her  husband  attributed  much  of  his 
success  in  public  life  to  her  encouragement. 
Among  her  last  words  were,  “I  am  only  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  word  to  come  home.”  Surviving 
her  are  husband,  two  sons,  four  daughters, 
three  sons-in-law,  eight  grandchildren,  one 
great-grandson,  one  daughter-in-law,  and 
many  friends.  Ministers  who  officiated  were 
the  Revs.  W.  E.  Mitchell,  Seay  Chapel;  J.  P. 
Price,  Martin,  Tenn.;  G.  W.  Lewis,  Clark 
Memorial ;  and  the  Rev.  Statton,  of  Mt.  Gilead 
Baptist  Church.  Interment  in  Greenwood 
cemetery.— Reporter. 

TURTTY — On  November  18,  1927,  death 
claimed  Sister  Frances  Turtty,  of  Medill, 
Texas,  the  devoted  wife  of  Brother  Tom 
Turtty.  She  had  been  ill  for  four  years, 
having  been  stricken  with  paralysis  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1923.  She  bore  her  illness  with  pa¬ 
tience,  and  was  a  loyal  and  faithful  Chris¬ 
tian.  She  will  be  greatly  missed  in  the  home 
and  by  her  friends.  She  leaves  to  mourn 
their  loss,  a  devoted  husband,  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  one  sister,  and  many  relatives.  The 
floral  offerings  were  beautiful.  The  body 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Beulah  Cemetery.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  N.  H. 
Log^n,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  the  absence 
of  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  C.  Crawford. — 
Allie  Williams,  Reporter. 

WILLIAMS— The  Rev.  Ellis  Williams  was 
born  about  ninety-seven  years  ago  in  Dallas 
County,  Ala,;  joined  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pla  Church  at  an  early  age ;  licensed  to  preach 
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Marriages 


Woman’s  Column 


To  the  Ministers’  Wives  and  Widows’  As¬ 
sociation,  Upper  Mississippi  Conference: 
Dear  Coworkers:  We  are  now  facing  our 


CHANDLER— DAVIS.  Mr.  Kelly  Chan¬ 
dler  and  Miss  Mamie  L.  Davis  were  happily 
united  in  holy  wedlock,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride’s  parent  Talladega,  Ala.,  December  10, 
1927,  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the 
Rev.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Jones.  We  wish  for  them 
a  happy  and  pleasant  sail  o’er  life’s  sea. — 
Reporter, 


PRUITT— SCOTT,  Mr.  Asa  Pruitt  and 
Miss  Hessie  C.  Scott  were  happily  married 
at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  sister,  Mrs.  Bessie 
Pollock,  2418  Missouri  Avenue,  East  St. 
Louis,  m.,  November  26,  1927.  The  groom 
and  bride  are  graduates  of  Haven  Teachers 
College,  Meridian,  Miss.  They  are  at  home 
at  66B0  Elurhart  Avenue,  Chicago,  Ill.  We 
wish  for  them  long  life  and  happiness.  The 
Rev.  H.  G.  Kirkpatrick  officiated. — Miss  Al¬ 
berta  Lewis,  Reporter. 


TERRY— LUSTER.  Mr.  Charlie  Terry  and 
Mrs.  Eliza  Luster  were  happily  married  Sun¬ 
day,  December  4,  1927,  at  8  P.  M.,  at  Bridge- 
ville,  Miss.  The  Rev.  B.  J.  Cooper  officiated. 
Both  contracting  parties  are  members  of 
highly  esteemed  families  of  this  county.  Out- 
of-town  guests  who  witnessed  the  ceremony 
were  Mrs.  G.  A.  Walker  and  Mrs.  Rawls, 
of  Brookhaven.  Mr.  Terry  is  a  successful 
fanner,  and  is  ont  of  the  leading  stewards  of 
Little  Rock  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
After  the  ceremony  the  couple  motored  to  the 
home  of  the  groom,  where  a  grand  reception 
was  .given  in  melr  honor.  Their  many  friends 
join  in  best  wishes  for  their  future  happi¬ 
ness. — Mrs.  S.  E.  Rice,  Reporter. 
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as  local  preacher  at  thirty-five;  sustained 
such  relation  for  many  years,  finally  entering 
the  traveling  connection,  and  in  1906  took 
retired  relation  and  remained  until  death 
claimed  him.  He  was  married  three  times,  his 
wives  having  preceded  him  to  the  great  be- 

Sond.  They  were:  Misses  Isabella  Bolden, 
latilda  Robers,  and  Elisa  Pearson.  To  these 
unions  twelve  children  were  bom — ^five  boys 
and  seven  girls.  One  boy  and  two  girls  have 
crossed  the  mystic  sea.  The  entire  minis¬ 
terial  career  of  Bro.  Williams  was  spent  in 
Green  County,  Ala.  In  Mar,  1923,  tie  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  and  he  passed  to  his 
final  reward  on  December  1,  1927,  at  6.20 
A.  M.  He  leaves,  besides  his  children,  many 
grandchildren  to  mourn  his  passing. — P.  P. 
Wright,  Reporter. 

ZILTON — On  November  11,  1927,  death 
claimed  a  faithful  member  of  Mt.  Vernon 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Gray,  La.,  in 
the  person  of  Brother  Joseph  Zilton,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  Bilrty-four  years.  He  was 


D.  L.  Davidson.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his 
passing  a  devoted  Christian  mother,  father, 
six  brothers,  five  sisters,  and  a  host  of  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  present  pastor.  Rev.  A.  M. 
Taylor.  The  choir  rendered  appropriate 
music.  The  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Mt.  Olive  Cemetery. — Kate  Wallace,  Re¬ 
porter. 

Card  of  Thanks 

We  take  this  method  of  thanking  the  kind 
ladies  of  Needmore  for  a  most  wonderful 
surprise  on  November  23.  Many  pounds  of 
sel^  groceries  were  laid  on  our  table  by  the 
followUg  ladies:  Mrs.  Sallie  Cross,  Mrs. 
Ruby  Sampson,  Mrs.  Ella  Evans,  Mrs.  Lu¬ 
cas.  Thank  you,  kind  ladies ;  call  again.  The 
recital  given  on  Thursday  night,  November 
18,  was  splendid.  Mrs.  Sarah  K.  White,  as 
leader,  with  Mr.  J.  Beverly  Moore  and  others 
assisting,  were  at  their  l^t  from  beginning 
to  end.  Of  course  our  own  Mrs.  Ada  Slovely 
was  sponsor,  while  her  most  talented  daugh¬ 
ter  presided  at  the  piano.  Griffin  Chapel,  we 
are  proud  of  your  efforts. — The  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Z.  T.  Powell,  Starkville,  Miss. 


Annual  Conference,  which  a  lAl  convene  in 
Grenada,  Miss.,  February  a,  1928.  We  are 
asking  that  each  member  send  in  their  an¬ 
nual  dues  to  the  treasurer.  This  amount  is 
only  $1  per  member.  Let  us  make  this  our 
banner  year.  We  can  very  easily  do  so  with 
your  co-operation. — Mrs.  J.  H.  Everette,  Sec¬ 
retary;  Mrs.  F.  P.  Leonard,  President;  Mrs. 
D.  W.  Calvert,  Treasurer,  Okolona,  Miss. 


Leteisburg,  Term. — To  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Dickson  District: 
Dear  Sisters,  Brother  Pastors,  and  District 
Superintendent:  We  are  looking  forward  to 
another  year’s  work.  Please  let  each  of  the 
district  officers  do  her  best  work  this  year; 
also  the  auxiliaries,  with  every  member  pray¬ 
ing  and  every  member  paying.  On  account  of 
some  change  in  the  district,  it  means  that 
we  shall  have  some  change  of  officers.  I^t 
us  pray  that  success  will  be  ours.  Our  dis¬ 
trict  meeting  will  be  held  at  Spring  Hill  this 
year  with  the  Rev.  A.  Springer  and  con^e- 
gation,  on  April  26,  closinff  on  the  29th.  We 
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any  service  to  you,  do  hot  fail  to  write  me, 
and  I  shall  try  to  be  present.  Having  been 
elected  president  of  the  Laymen’s  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  Dickson  District,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  organise  same.  Yours,  for  love  of  Christ 
and  in  His  name,  Lillie  A.  Hill,  President, 
Box  124,  Lewisburg,  Tenn. 


Mrs.  R.  M.  Parker,  of  Lawrenceburg, 
Tenn.,  was  hostess  to  The  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society,  Wednesday  evening,  No¬ 
vember  80,  at  her  home  on  the  Waynesboro 
Pike.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
the  president,  Mrs.  Anna  Buchanan.  Song, 
"Just  As  I  Am,”  led  by  Mrs.  Belle  Jefferpon; 
Scripture  reading  by  Miss  Bessie  Clcggett; 
prayer  by  Miss  Willie  Mae  Parker.  Min¬ 
utes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
adopted.  A  program  was  planned  for  Mon¬ 
day  night,  Dmember  26,  which  was  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Song  by  the  congregation;  Scripture 
reading  and  prayer  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  Wm. 
Neal;  welcome  address,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Parker; 
a  paper  on  behalf,  of  the  society  by  Mrs. 
Wm.  Neal;  a  reading,  Mrs.  Dee  Davis;  solo, 
Mrs.  Belle  Jefferson,  with  Miss  Willie  Mae 
Parker  at  the  organ;  recitation.  Miss  Bessie 
ClegTCtt;  a  reading,  Willie  Mae  Parker,  after 
which  an  offering  was  taken.  Miss  Willie 
Mae  Parker  was  appointed  to  make  candy, 
which  was  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  society. 
All  the  members  responded  with  their  dues. 


by  the  hostess.  AH  enjoyed  the  evening  very 
much. — Miss  Willie  M.  Parker,  Reportey. 

Special  Notice 

The  new  address  of  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Qdum 
is  326  Winthrop  Avenue,  Millen,  Ga. 
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